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Benares Calling
"WANTED Dress-makers who will reclotlie Theosophical 

rature in Indian languages. The cloth available is 24 pages 1 /8th. 
Leap. Please read page 119 of this issue.

Begin with :—
1.
2.
3.

Why I became a Theosophist (pages 373-75) 
What I learnt at the T. S. (pages 411-416)
Theosophy and Theosophists. (pages 416-422). As printed 

she Indian Theosophist of October and November, 1937.
Salary — Understanding of the subject.

Special Bonus—.1 link with the Author.

Please submit attempts to Benares by end of Jun.

WHO WILL HELP ?

The work of a Theosophist, and especially the work of a member òf 
the Indian Section, is to throw himself into Indian life, as Indian life 
now is, and to help India to the future that awaits her.

Anyone who believes in the existence of the Masters, who has a 
very clear idea of Their existence and that They form the Inner 
Government of the world, will know how grateful the Masters have over 
ггггаг we a"ain declared Themselves to be for any service rendered to 

must establislwhich is the Motherland of so many of Them. . -'«»
. > Í 
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The President Stirs the Indian Section.
r

URGENT NEED TO STRENGTHEN IT !
Dr. Arundale says : “You must be Busy !”

The President gave the Indian delegates some pertinent 
suggestions at the Section Convention on Monday. The urgent duties 
which he raised will be discussed at the Conference on Future Work 
on Friday at 9. 15 a. m. Dr. Arundale said :

I am glad of this opportunity to welcome you all to Adyar in 
your official capacity as the Indian Section of The Theosophical Society, 
In so. doing I want to make one or two suggestions to you.

In the first place I feel that there is a very urgent need of 
strengthening the Indian Section in every possible way. Indian 
Theosophists have the urgent duty of helping their country in one 
department or another in its present crisis, and I feel myself, surveying 
the whole area of the Section, that not enough is done in this direction. 
The work of a Theosophist, and especially the work of a member òf 
the Indian Section, is to throw himself into Indian life, as Indian life 
now is, and to help India to the future that awaits her.

Anyone who believes in the existence of the Masters, who has a 
very clear idea of Their existence and that They form the Inner 
Government of the world, will know how grateful the Masters have over 
r.arac we rwain declared Themselves to be for any service rendered to 

must establislwhich is the Motherland of so many of Them. •-'•f

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

2 THE INDIAN theosophist [Jan.

You must be busy. There ought to have been many more 
delegates from various parts of the country than there have been at this 
Convention. I am afraid that most of our members—let us hope that 
they are Lodge-conscious, and let us hope that they are Section­
conscious, though of this I have some doubts—they certainly are not 
Adyar-conscious, or they would have flocked here from all directions. 
Where there is the will, there is always the way.

Now I want to be practical to some extent, and I am going 
to say to your General Secretary and through him to all of you 
that in December 1938, you, the Indian Section, should be the hosts 
of the International Convention in the sense that you dominate the 
whole of the proceedings. We have to hold an International 
Convention. We must have our General Council meeting and certain 
other functions which by the rules we have to perform, but I want the 
whole of the proceedings to be in your hands—appointing the lecturers, 
making all the arrangements, seeing to it that in every possible way 
you advance the interests of the Indian Section.

Double Your Numbers !
So, during the whole of this coming year, you work towards the 

• Convention, so that it will be more of an Indian Section Convention 
than any other has so far been. You must come in double, yes even 
treble the numbers. Or, perhaps, I should rather say that two 
thousand members must attend. They could attend, if they are really 
full of devotion to the work. I know that. It is because they are 
not fiery with devotion that they have the difficulties that exist at 
the present time. I make that sporting offer to your General Secretary: 
You work the whole of the proceedings.

Don’t think you have to have the President of The Theosophical 
Society as one of the speakers. Mr. Jinarajadasa as another, the 
Vice-President as another, and Shrimati Rukmini Devi as a fourth, 
and somebody else as a fifth, and so on. You must have your Indian 
Convention entirely to support Indian interests and Indian affairs.

Another Flaming Centre
Now that means that Benares must become an Indian Adyar. 

This Adyar also belongs to India, but it belongs to the whole world 
well. Benares, so dear to our beloved President-ТуИ"” \t
V.become the pulsating, vibrating, throbbing centre fp

3 
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1938] THE PRESIDENT STIRS THE INDIAN SECTION i
Section. It can do that if it has time, and it will have time, for 
by December 1938 much should have been able to be accomplished.

But there is one particular thing which is necessary to our 
centre there rebecoming a centre, and that is like ourselves down 
here at Adyar. There should be, as an integral part of the Indian 
Section work, educational activity. You have educational activity 
already here that works on its own lines, excellent work as it is doing, 
and fine men and women engaged in it, among them some of my 
own old pupils—N. S. Rama Rao, and many others. That is very 
well, but we must, as an Indian Section, have our own educational 
activity as part of Indian Section work, and in a very large measure 
controlled by the Indian Section. That is vital. Until that is done, 
you will not have a really fine centre. It is the same with us. We 
shall not have Adyar as Adyar ought to be until that Besant Memorial 
School becomes a Besant Memorial College and a Besant Memorial 
University in due course. We are working for that. Youth is vital 
to the energizing of every centre. That you must put yourselves to 
in due course.
Vernacular Literature

Then from that centre at Benares must go forth what we 
sometimes call rather rudely “vernacular” literature. I suppose for 
the South we are more equipped here than you can be. But for the 
whole of the North, you must concentrate on that, because we are 
going to concentrate in Adyar on English publications. There will 
be less sale through your T. P. H. for English publications, for we are 
going to sell them too cheaply ourselves here. We are going to 
concentrate in the T. P. H. at Adyar on putting out these editions 
at the very cheapest possible price, and we shall not be able to give 
anything substantial in the way of discount, as we have already 
intimated to the various publishing houses throughout the world. 
But if you can push your vernacular literature, you will be doing 
splendid work. I think that is the General Secretary’s intention, that 
you should concentrate largely from the T. P. H. in Benares on work 
which is specially significant for an Indian Section itself.

Then, of course, it is of vital importance during the year that the 
Federations should be in most intimate touch with Headquarters. 
What we want in India more than anything else is unity. I think we 
must establish that and make it strong in India itself. ■
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THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST

Is Your Lodge Alive?
Your Lodges are anything but what they ought to be, and that 

is partly because many Lodges have Presidents who have held their 
offices indefinitely. Any Lodge which can have an individual as a 
President for more than seven years is failing in its duty. I have no 
sympathy whatever with a Lodge which does not within a reasonable 
limit of time change its presidents and all its officers. And as for some 
of the Lodges who have Presidents lasting thirty years—fortunately I 
do not know of any such—they are really dead, however much they 
may seem to be alive.

Then there is another thing which is very important. I never 
like being on tenderhooks about anything. If I were General Secretary 
of the Indian Section, I would find it intolerable to not know whether 
I were to be elected for the next year.

Then do not forget the Theosophical Order of Service. One 
difficulty is to get anybody to realize that it is important. The 
Theosophical Order of Service can supply you with groups or create the 
groups wherewith you can do that service of Theosophy that will not 
compromise the neutrality of The Society.

An Invocation
May those, who are the embodiment of love immortal, bless with 

Their protection The Society established to do Their Will on earth. May 
They ever guard it by Their Power, inspire it with Their Wisdom, 
and energize it with their activity.

Today’s Diary
•ISaturday, December 25

8.00 a.m. Opening of the International Youth Headquarters
Building ( Opposite Sellon Recreation Club )
2.30 p.m. Meeting of the General Council of The Theosophical
Society ( First Floor, T. P. TL Building )
5.30 p.m. Public Concert by Veeraswami, famous NagaswaraW 
player. Admission by ticket only.( Adyar Theatre )
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1938] WELCOME TO ADYAR 5

Welcome to Adyar
Welcome home again to Adyar. May you be very happy here 

during your stay, even if it must needs be brief. I feel sure you will 
enjoy every hour you spend, for Adyar is an historic place to which the 
Masters Themselves have come, and in which have lived some of our 
greatest leaders—H. P. Blavatsky, Colonel Olcott, Dr. Besant, Bishop 
Leadbeater, and many others. Adyar is our Society’s greatest 
stronghold in the outer world, and you will see about you signs of our 
efforts to make it stronger still, so far as regards the physical plane 
in the many improvements we have been making during the 
year and so far as regards other planes in activities of many varied 
kinds as you will read in the Presidential Address.

I hope you will all evince tremendous enthusiasm. The success 
of the Convention does not depend upon lectures and symposia. All 
such things do not matter. What is most essential is that there should 
be fine fiery enthusiasm on the part of the residents who are able to 
be hosts to the delegates, and on the part of the delegates that they 
can rejoice in being here at Adyar and take away something of the 
real Adyar they want to know.

We are especially glad to have here representatives of Sections 
far away. They should enter into the beauty and splendour, and 
above all the power and peace of Adyar. Those two great character­
ises they should take home with them and spread abroad.

We read that there are carriers of disease, and recently science 
tells us that there are carriers of the fighters of disease. From these 
carriers go forth the microscopic units that stimulate other people. 
You must have the power and peace of Adyar in the blood so that 
you are carriers of that. If you come from South Africa, Austria, 
Wales, or wherever your Section is, go back with the spirit of Adyar. 
People will say: “How changed is Mr, So-and-so, or Miss So-and-so, 
or Mrs. So-and-So 1” Why ? ADYAR.

G. S. A.
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Visitors From Overseas
[Jan.

Visitors are pouring into Adyar from all parts of India, and a 
very much smaller number of delegates from oversea countries. Among 
those recently arrived is Miss Emma Hunt, from New Zealand ; she 
is a very useful worker and has already assisted the heads of 
three departments. The other day she gave a lecture on “The Maoris” 
to an Indian audience in Madras and aroused great interest. The 
Hindu (Madras) gave her talk two-thirds of a column.

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. S. Coats arrived from London after spending 
a couple of weeks in Ceylon; they are attached respectively to the 
President’s Office and to Shrimati Rukmini Devi.

Mr. Peter Freeman came across from Bombay after interviewing 
members of the Bombay Government on the working of the New 
Constitution in India. He has an unofficial commission to report on 
this question to British Labour Party. Already he has interviewed 
the Premier and other Ministers of the Madras Government and has 
been interviewed by the leading newspapers of Madras, which each 
gave him over a column. On Tuesday he addressed a mass meeting 
of 10,000 mill workers in Madras.

Mr. and Mrs. Knudsen have arrived from Shanghai via Burma 
and Calcutta. Thy left Shanghai in the midst of the bombardment, 
and Mrs. Knudsen has written a vivid description of the noise of 
the war and the rattle of Japanese aeroplanes power-diving in the 
region of the International Settlement. This item is appearing in 
The Theosophical World. Mr. Knudsen is doing notable work as 
Presidential Agent for East Asia, not only in the publication of 
Theosophical works in Chinese, but also in making contacts with 
eminent religionists living at temples’in the interior of the country. He 
and Mrs. Knudsen made a long journey up the Yangtse.

We have also warmly welcomed Miss Lillias Gale, Miss Jean 
Glen-Walker, and Miss Mary Jones from London, Miss Elly Kastinger 
from Vienna, Miss E. Otte from Berlin, and Miss Lucy Joynson 
from South Africa.

Mr. Henri Frei has arrived from Ceylon. He was one time 
Recording Secretary at Adyar.

. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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FOUR GREAT SYMPOSIA1938] 7

WATCH THE BAROMETER !
Registrations at the Inquiry Office are mounting up. At 7 p.m. 

each day the figures were :
21 December ... 386
22 December ... 426
23 December ... 505
24 December (6 p.m.) ... 611

A NEW CYCLE OF ENTERPRISE
Dr. Arundale has a way of striking a new note at every 

International Convention. The keynote this year is “Venturesome 
Enterprise,” which he will sound in his Presidential Address, and 
the Convention will inaugurate a new cycle of enterprise as to 
The Society’s contribution to the thought of the world, and the 
relations between Adyar and its far-flung organization.

The President will also stress the urgent need for improving 
the conditions of the Indian villagers, not only in the villages around 
Adyar but throughout the whole of India. This really means the 
beginning of a campaign to help to give the villagers security and 
health and the practical brotherliness of The Society, which is the 
acid test of true membership and the very heart of Theosophy. If 
The Theosophical Society is to be purposeful in expressing Brotherhood, 
then, says Dr. Arundale, Brotherhood must begin at home.

In his Presidential Address Dr. Arundale will foreshadow a 
campaign for 1940 in which he hopes to make every member of 
The Society Adyar-Library-conscious. He envisages a new building 
which will be dignified and adequate to the needs of so important a 
collection of books and manuscripts as the Adyar Library. By the 
year 1941 he is aiming to raise a fund of £10,000 or Rs. 50,000 for 
this purpose.

FOUR GREAT SYMPOSIA
A new style of programme has been arranged for this sixty- 

second anniversary gathering. Instead of featuring addresses by 
eminent members, as heretofore, the President has arranged four 
symposia for the discussion of problems of International import, 
namely: (1) The functions of The Theosophical Society; (2) 'r" ';
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truths of Theosophy and their re-presentation ; (3) In what ways the 
truths of Theosophy may be presented so as to develop an understanding 
of culture in the world; (4) What is the work of The Theosophical 
Society today in adapting the life to the changing forms, and to Youth ?

These symposia will be held on the 26th and 27th, and the 
29th and 30th December, and will be led respectively by Dr. Arundale, 
Mr. Hirendranath Datta (Vice-President), Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, and 
Shrimati Rukmini Devi.

The exceptions to the symposia programme will be a lecture 
by Mrs. Ransom entitled “New Light on the Life of H. P. Blavatsky,” 
and the Indian Section lecture by Dr. G. Srinivasamurti.

All the symposia will be held under the Banyan Tree, made 
famous by Dr. Besant, who delivered under its umbrageous branches 
some of her finest orations to great audiences numbering up to 
3,000 people.

On December 31 Post-Convention activities, lasting four days, 
will begin, with a discussion of the future activity of The Society 
in relation to public work for 1938, the consolidation of the membership, 
and the development of Adyar.

THE INQUIRY OFFICE
A distinct change, and a change for the better is the choice 

of the site opposite to the Bhojanasala for the Inquiry Office, which 
is one of the vital nerve centres of the Convention, conveniently 
placed beneath the shade of a huge Banyan Tree. The officer-in- 
charge, Mr. M. Subramaniam, is an efficient manager, and everything 
in his department is working like the clock. For the term of the 
Convention the telephone to Madras is located in his office, in addition 
to a departmental connection.

THE RESTAURANTS
The whole of Rajapuram, the village around the Bhojanasala 

named in honour of Mr. Jinarajadasa, is busy as a beehive. Alongside 
the Inquiry Office is a general store which is doing thriving business.
At the top of the hill on the other side of the road the enterprising 
youth of the Besant Memorial School have erected a large pandal,
and here the panting pedestrian is revived with delicious coffee and 

delicacies.

. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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ART IN THE INDIAN HOME1938] 9

Art in the Indian Home.

EXHIBITION AT ADYAR
An exhibition of swadeshi articles, designed to beautify the 

Indian home, was opened at Adyar on December 24th by Dr. Arundale. 
The Exhibition was organized by Shrimati Rukmini Devi on behalf 
of the International Academy of the Arts, of which she is President. 
Every Section is well worth a visit—the ideal home, depicted at 
“Yasodhalaya,” opposite the Hindu temple ; the profusion of manufac­
tured articles in the Blavatsky Hall near the Banyan Tree; the 
display of paintings, statues and other works of art in the Headquarters 
Museum, and the practical demonstration of weaving at the Academy’s 
weaving department.

A way to freedom
Shrimati Rukmini Devi, in asking Dr. Arundale to open the Exhibition, 
said she had been brave enough to organize it because, having seen 
so many Indian Exhibitions, she had realized that none of them 
specialized in artistic Indian things. An Indian-made copy of a 
flower-vase made in Manchester seemed to satisfy the swadeshi 
mentality of many Indian people. It was a great disappointment to 
her that Indians did not realize what exquisite, though simple and 
cheap, things they possessed in India. India had awakened to a 
political and economic freedom, “but,” she emphasized, “she has not 
yet awakened to the desire for a spiritual freedom, and this will come 
only by producing and reproducing our own type and not by copying 
western things and methods.” This Exhibition was completely 
swadeshi in ideas as well as in display, though even the Indian design 
had to be adapted to the practical needs of modern times. That was 
why she had not abolished electric light from the Indian house.

Be Indian Indians !
Dr. Arundale, in declaring the Exhibition open, said: “With 

the very greatest pleasure I declare open both this exhibition of Indian 
arts and crafts for the home and an Indian home itself. May I say 
how urgent is the need for the Indianisation of the Indian home and 
of everything to do with it, and how true are Shrimati Rukmini Devi’s 
words that even more important than the Indian form—important 
though it certainly is—is the Indian spirit.

2
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“It is the Indian tradition in artistic utility, the Indian soul in 
Indian forms shaped by Indian hands, that is so vital to India’s 
freedom. I do not hesitate to say that if India had many years ago 
been richly alive to this necessity, and had striven richly to satisfy it, 
she would by this time be far in advance even of her present political 
situation. As it is, we almost seem to be doing in the political field 
that which is going on imlndian homes—we copy western institutions 
and proceed to think that we are free.

“We have Indian-made western furniture, we live Indian-made 
western lives, we enjoy Indian-made foreign leisure, we adopt Indian- 
made foreign habits. And now we are seeking Indian-made foreign 
freedom in our politicel institutions. Have we yet ceased to be 
foreigners in (not always) Indian garb ?

“Shrimati Rukmini Devi is ceaselessly urging us to be Indian 
Indians, and I venture to believe that even more contributive to India’s 
emancipation than the work of the Indian politician in Council and 
Assembly is the work of those who seek to release India’s soul in 
India’s everyday life, so that the very roots of India’s living shall be 
freed from constricting weeds. And my hope is that this Exhibition 
and the Indian home nearby will be visited by large numbers of 
Indians, especially women, upon whom India’s regeneration really 
depends, so that it may effect a revolutionary change of setting in 
the home and in the family, thus helping to speed India on her great 
way of being herself once more.”

I Among the distinguished guests was the Hon. B. Gopala Reddi, 
Minister for Local Administration, who showed the greatest interest 
in the exhibits. “We are glad to have him here, and some of the 
other notables of Madras,” said the President. The Minister was 
greatly interested in the exhibits.

THE INDIAN HOUSE
The Indian House, opposite the Hindu Temple, is arranged to 

suggest what the idea and the spirit of an Indian home should be. 
We are immediately impressed on entering with its quite beauty and 
simplicity, its rich colour—purples, blues and reds blended in an 
exquisite harmony of colour and design. A veena from Tanjore and 
a water-pot from Malabar heighten the note of. beauty. Shrimati 
"^-ykrnini Devi believes that a house may very easily be made artist^

■0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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with Indian decorations and a right colour scheme, rather than by 
using mediocre imitations of the West. She has used silver, bell metal 
and earthenware to show that all are artistic, and may be chosen 
according to a person’s means.

A delightful attraction is a small lacquer cradle, such as is 
used by the peasants of Gujerat; it would win the heart of any 
woman, whether Indian or European. Kathiawari embroideries are 
used in abundance. They are all embroidered by peasants and used 
by peasants in daily life. Simple but artistic vessels in the kitchen 
and in other rooms indicate that a home may be made beautiful by 
the spending of very little money. Even simple prints of original 
paintings give a tone of delicacy to the interior. One feels that in 
this atmosphere is real culture and simplicity, which might be infinitely 
increased according to the means available.

HIGH CLASS CRAFTSMANSHIP
The exhibition in the Blavatsky Hall gives a fine range of 

beautiful manufactured articles which are useful in the home and for 
personal adornment. Saries, for example, of a very rich material 
and exquisite design and colour are a prominent feature, including 
a selection woven at Adyar. Here are saries also of various designs 
and shades of colour from Bikaner, Dacca, and Pithapuram; silks 
from Lucknow7; shawls from Kashmir; chowky covers and carpets 
from Sind; lacquerware from Gujarat, Malabar and Kashmir, and 
ivory w'ork from Travancore.

There is a very comprehensive collection of brassware kindly 
lent by Mr. Yagneswara Sastry, some of the articles being extremely 
ancient and valuable.

A room is given to furniture of high class workmanship made 
at Adyar, also craft work by the Olcott Memorial School. In another 
room are displayed a variety of cheap but beautiful things, mats from 
Malabar, baskets, beauty boxes, earthen vessels, and servants’ saries, 
all comparatively inexpensive but touched with beauty. The swadeshi 
character of the exhibits, collected from all parts of India, indicates 
how Indian arts and crafts may be used to beautify the home.

WHO’S HERE FROM MADURA ?
Mr. A. . Rangaswami Aiyar, В. A., B. L., Advocate of Madura 

and President of the Madura Lodge. He is also President of the Sb’--'

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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Meenakshi Vidyasala, Madura, a school for girls’ established in 1904, 
Which has today a strength of nearly 400 pupils. Mr. Rangaswami 
Aiyar is also President of the Madura College Board (which maintains 
a first-grade college affiliated to the Madras University), two High 
Schools, and an Institute of Commerce.

Madura Lodge owns a building and a large Library and 
maintains a Free Reading Room open to the public.

Our distinguished brother is President of the East Tamil Districts 
Theosophical Federation, a member of the Council of the Indian 
Section and a member of the General Council.

Another representative of Madura is Mr. R. A. Narayana Aiyar, 
M.A., B.L., Advocate of Madura, and member of the Madura Lodge. 
He is Scout Commissioner for the Ramnad District, and takes a leading 
part in the activities of the Madura Ramnad Chamber of Commerce.

WHO’S HERE FROM BURMA ?
The Burma contingent includes the following :
Mr. P. Venkataraman, Rangoon.
Mr. Kyaw Hla, honorary secretary of the Mandalay office of 

Buddhism in England, published in London ; also Mrs. Kyaw Hla.

The Buddhist Bikkhu, U. Thittila, who came to Adyar from 
Rangoon two years ago to study English and Theosophy. He is 
now a proficient speaker and a very competent worker. After 
some months helping in the Adyar Library, he went to the Vasanta 
Press, learnt to set type and is now reading proofs. Early in 1938 
he goes to London to study educational methods and the printing 
press. Soon he will be equipped to manage a monastery in Burma.

FLASHES FROM ADYAR
Adyar in Pictures ! A delightful set of six postcards has just 

been issued by the T.P.H.—Adyar illuminated, and an aerial view 
of Adyar, etc. One anna each. Send them to your friends.

The Secret Doctrine, Adyar Edition, will be ready in the autumn.
The real story of Francis Bacon is told by Helen Veale in a 

delightful novel commencing in The Theosophist for February. Read 
on of England.”
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today’s diary

Mr. Jinarajadasa tells liow some famous books—The Astral 
Plane, The Lives of Alcyone, Occult Chemistry—came to be written. 
See “Occult Investigai ions” in the February Theosophist.

A Boy Scout slogan : Self control is health control.

Our Mission of Brotherhood
Step forward bravely to the goal, brothers. There is not one 

single member of The Society without a link with us, or whose help we 
do not need. Have we not chosen each one of you because we need 
you ? You need each other, and we need you all. Be brave for Truth 
and Brotherhood, and we shall be with you throughout the ages.— 
THE MAHA-CHOHAN.

Today’s Diary.
Sunday, December 26

7-30 a.m. Universal Prayers {Hiadquarters ITall)
9-15 a.m. OPENING of the International Convention by the President

{Headquarters Hall
12-30 p.m. Meeting of the Indian Section Council {First Floor,

T. P. H. Building')
2-00  p.m. First Symposium—Chairman, The President {Head­

quarters Hall)
What are the functions of The Theosophical Society as 

such in the outer world ?
Has it the duty of inviting adherence to its Three Ob ects ? 
Has it the duty of spreading a knowledge of the body of 

teaching known as Theosophy ? If so, how shall we 
arrive at a definition of the nature of this body of 
teaching such as shall be generally acceptable to our 
membership ?

Is there other activity in which it can properly engage as a 
Society, it being borne in mind that the whole 
membership must needs in a measure stand committed 
to such activity, as it would also stand committed 
to the advocacy of the Three Objects and of 
Theosophy ?

CC-O. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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4- 00 p.m. Meeting of the World Federation of Young Theosophists
' (Ileadquarters ITallf
5- 15 p.m. Physical Training Display by Besant Memorial School

(Besant Gardens) 
7-30 p.m. Reception by the President and Shrimati Rukmini Devi to 

Delegates and Visiting Friends—A Film of Adyar 
will be shown

(Banyan Tree, or, in the event of rain, the Adyar Theatre)

THE ADYAR DAILY NEWS
A thousand copies of this journal are being printed daily and a 

copy is given free to every delegate, but there are not sufficient printed' 
for delegates to send a number of copies abroad, as some have desired. 
Immediately after Convention the eight daily papers will be published 
as a special supplement to The Theosophical World, so that subscribers 
to that journal will receive the supplement automatically. The final 
issue will be on January 1st.

This paper is distributed at 6 a.m. daily from the Inquiry Office, 
also to guests at Leadbeater Chambers and the Bliojanasala, and at 
The Theosophical Publishing House. Mr. Felix Layton and his; 
Scout helpers, who are responsible for the circulation, are hereby 
credited with at least one good deed a day. . 2

The Editors are most grateful to Miss Hunt and Mr. T. N. S. 
Raghavan, who have gathered news, to Mrs. Peterson for' stenographic 
reports, and to Mr. P. K. Subrahmanyam for the dispatch of “copy” 
to the Press of India. They have made possibly this daily paper 
and wide publicity elsewhere.

Our thanks also to Mr. Subbarayudu, manager of Vasanta Press, 
which spells “efficiency.” He and his staff have worked late and with 
splendid espirit de corps to print the Adyar Daily News.

WATCH THE BAROMETER!
Registrations at the Inquiry Office are mounting up. The figures 

have been at 7 p.m. each day:

21 December
22 December

386
426

L-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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23 December ... ... ... 505
24 December (6 p.m.) ... ... ... 611
25 December (6 p.m.) ... ... ... 672

Have You Registered
A number of members have arrived who have not registered. It 

is urgently necessary for every delegate or visitor to register 
immediately. He is not in good standing as a member of Convention 
until he has entered and paid his dues !

ILLUMINATIONS
Floodlighting has created a revolution in the illumination of 

Headquarters. The facade of the President’s residence and the outline 
of the Headquarters block are clearly visible across the Adyar river, 
and from the Elphinstone bridge, a splendid reflection throwing* deep 
into the waters of the river.

Above Headquarters a huge figure of the seal of The Society, 
14 ft. in diameter, glistens against the dark background of the sky. 
The parapets of the Headquarters building are decorated with festoons 
of colour lamps.

Floodlighting is also most effective at the bifurcation of the 
road, where brilliant lights illuminate the first trilithon and the marble 
statue bust of Dr. Besant which is visible through the trilithon. 
To anyone entering the compound after dark, this is a most 
impressive scene.

CHILDREN ENTERTAINED
On Christmas Eve between three and four hundred children of 

workers on the Adyar Estate were entertained at a dinner at the 
Bhojansala given by the President. The greater proportion were 
Harijans, but some were caste children. It was delightful to go round 
and see the hundreds of happy faces.

Under the Banyan Tree half an hour later students from the 
Olcott School entertained the children with songs and dances. Dr. 
Arundale was present and watched the proceedings. Before the 
children left, each one received gifts of a brass drinking vessel, toy, and 
sweets. The Boy Scouts from the Olco.tt School rendered valuable 
assistance. It was a happy gesture on the part of the President to 

CC-O. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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use the Christmas festival of goodwill as a means of happiness to 
Indian children.

THE POST OFFICE
The Theosophical Society Post Office, housed in the T. P, H, 

building, is open every day during Convention from 8 to 11 a.m. 
and from 2 to 5.15 p.m. Special permission has been granted by the 
Postmaster-General to keep open on Sunday during these extended 
hours for the convenience of Convention delegates.

No registered articles will be accepted on Sundays.

Young Theosophists
Rukmini Devi Opens World Headquarters

Dr. ARUNDALE EXPECTS. . . . . . !
Some hundreds of Theosophists assembled on Christmas morning 

at the new Headquarters building of the World Federation of Young 
Theosophists for the opening ceremony. The building is picturesquely 
situated amidst flame trees just beyond the Banyan Tree and 
opposite the Sellon Recreation Club. It has a prepossessing 
appearance—the walls have a rough cement finishing and the roof 
is tiled in red. There is an Indian touch in the brass hinges of 
the front door and the lamp niches. The place will be used for 
youth meetings, for the office of the World Federation of Young 
Theosophists and for the distribution of The Young Theosophist,

The two Presidents arrived with customary promptness— 
Shrimati Rukmini Devi, President of the World Federation of 
Young Theosophists, and Dr. Arundale, President of The Theo* 
sophical Society.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi praised the work of Mr. Conrad 
Woldringh, who designed the building, and Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
who supervised its construction. She went on to say :

A Solid Nucleus
‘■The young people have taken a great amount of trouble to 

get this building done. Usually it is the few who work the hardest 
and get the work done.

CC-O. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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“The World Federation of Young Theosophists is in its baby 
stage. It was formed only two years ago. That is not long for 
a World Federation. It takes time to get the people together 
and make a really solid nucleus, though I hope we shall be able 
to accomplish that within a comparatively short time.

“I am very happy to have this Head quarters for the young 
people. A hundred years hence there may not be a World Federation 
or a Young Theosophists Federation in India, but there will always 
be youth, with the work of youth to do and with the youth spirit. 
I hope for all time this place will be a great Centre for fine work 
for young people throughout the world.

“With great pleasure, and also praying that the help of the 
Great Ones will be always with us young people in our work—with 
that desire, I declare this Youth Headquarters open.”

Qualities We Need
At the invitation of Rukmini Devi, who asked him to say a few 

“short, sharp, but sweet words,” Dr. Arundale, President of the 
Theosophical Society, spoke briefly but pointedly as follows:

“There are two things I expect from Young Theosophists, and 
those two qualities each have the letter ‘e’ in the ascendant.

The first is Enthusiasm. If they haven’t got that, well, they 
may be young members of The Theosophical Society, but they are 
not Young Theosophists.

“The second quality is Efficiency. You are not, any of you 
young people, going to get anywhere unless you have Fire. ‘ F ’ comes 
after * e.’ Unless you have fiery enthusiasm, real enthusiasm and 
devotion such as H. P. B. and our elder leaders had so splendidly, 
you are not going to be of much use to The Society, and unless you 
are efficient, you are not going to be of much real service. Anybody 
can be well-meaning—we are all well-meaning, but we want 
enthusiasm, fire, we want efficiency.

“If you can give these qualities, you will soon need a very 
much larger building. I wish you all happiness, and I hope that 
Young Theosophists here at Adyar Headquarters will send waves 
of enthusiasm throughout the whole world of Young Theosophists.

3
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If they can do that, The Theosophical Society will indeed be safe in 
the future. It is here in this magnificent atmosphere that you can 
plan so spendidly our future work.

The Brick Fund-
The Headquarters building comprises a main hall forty feet 

by twenty, with back and front verandahs and a bathroom. It is 
capable of extension as funds permit. Shrimati Rukmini Devi 
mentioned the “Brick Fund,” and invited “every young or old person 
who would like to have something to do with this symbol of 
King Solomon’s temple to pay for one brick.

ADYAR—THE MASTERS’ HOME
Adyar is a veritable Mecca. Just as the Muhammadan thinks 

of Mecca, so should a Theosophist in a different way think of Adyar.

Adyar is a workshop. What a tremendous privilege it is to be 
here, even though we through ignorance may sometimes serve Adyar 
less well than we should. What a need there is for workers who will 
come to Adyar in a spirit of simplicity and efficiency.

Adyar is the hub of the Theosophical universe, and its spokes 
reach every country in the world. We here are working for and 
thinking of other countries. We are constantly eager to help them. 
We are trying as best we can to be worthy of the fact that we live 
in the heart of the Theosophical world.

Members should try to make a point of coming to Adyar in the 
spirit of a pilgrimage. Those who have been here have some idea of 
the holiness of Adyar. The Masters have come here from time to 
time. Very many of us feel the blessing of the Masters ever brooding 
over us in Their Home in the outer world.

Adyar is a sacred place. We seek to be worthy of it; and 
though all of us fail from time to time, everything we do is really and 
sincerely dedicated to the Masters’ service.

We have no prejudices here. We are not for this country and 
against that country, though sometimes a warning may be needed as 
regards certain dangers. We are International, and every country 
has its honoured place at Adyar. G. S. A.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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WHO’S HERE FROM BOMBAY ?
Forty delegates have arrived to represent Bombay. Among 

them are:

Mr. K. J. B. Wadia., author of Fifty Years of Theosophy in 
Bombay, and Mrs. Wadia, who is taking keen interest in the 
management of the Juhu Theosophical colony, also their daughter 
Miss Tehmina Wadia, an active member of the Youth Lodge and 
Assistant General Secretary of the Youth Federation.

Mr. R. M. Alpaiwala, President of the Blavatsky Lodge and 
Editor of The Bombay Theosophical Bulletin.

Mr. Inanji Govindji, Secretary of ihe Juhu Colony.
Mr. F. J. Ginwala, President of the Bombay Theosophical 

Federation.
Prof. A. M. Modi, author of some Theosophical pamphlets.
Mr. J. H. Bilimoria, Secretary of the Bombay Federation.
Mr. P. R. Green, Vice-President of the Blavatsky Lodge and 

of the Bombay Federation ; and a good friend to all Theosophists 
who pass through the “Gateway of India.”

Mrs. Tehmina J. Romer, a social worker.
Mr. L. B. Raje, Editor of Dharmajagrati, a Theosophical 

magazine in Marathi.
Miss Dinoo Karanjia, youth member from Bombay, and the 

Chinoy sisters.

DUTY OF THE T. S.
Theosophy, through its mouthpiece The Society, has to tell 

the truth in the very face of lies, to beard the tiger in its den, 
without thought or fear of evil consequences, and to set at defiance 
calumny and threats. As an Association it has not only the right 
but the duty to uncloak voice and do its best to redress wrong, 
whether through the voice of its chosen lecturers or the printed 
word of its journals and publications.—zl Master of Wisdom.
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Developments at Adyar
Adyar is being changed as it was never changed before, not in its 

eternal spirit, but in the new forms through which the spirit is ever 
reincarnating. The first thing that strikes the visitor is the improved 
and beautified appearance of the estate. The President has spent the 
whole year at Adyar, planning campaigns, writing books and articles 
for the press, and reorganizing the administration. The effect is visible 
throughout the compound, from the Elphinstone bridge entrance on the 
west to the Bay of Bengal on the east.

All the Headquarters buildings, and others in the vicinity, have 
been painted a cream colour, with yellow facings; this gives a most 
pleasing effect amidst the foliage of the gardens, and is a delightful 
change from the greens and terracottas which Colonel Olcott introduced 
half a century ago. The elephants on the south wall of the Library 
have been picked out in silver, and shine brilliantly in the moonlight.

The great hall has been wonderfully transformed, the walls 
painted in the same tones as the exterior, the floor repaved with marble 
tiles, the shrines of the great faiths on the walls remodelled, and niches 
arranged for the bronzes of Dr. Besant and Bishop Leadbeater. Even 
the statuary group of the Founders has been so expertly dealt with 
as to bring these two figures into a truer artistic relationship.

One of the greatest improvements has been the refashioning of 
the roads into concrete. Perhaps some of the old-time simplicity has 
been lost, some of the old colourful beauty, but a galaxy of splendid 
flowering trees will soon arise to shade the roads and give the estate 
a more beautiful appearance than before, so that Adyar will become, 
as Dr. Arundale visualizes it, “one gracious grove.”

The concentration on the gardens has meant not only an increase 
of foliage and flowering plants, but also the rearrangement of trilithons 
and statuary so as to heighten the artistic effect.

The universality of The Theosophical Society is indicated 
in its temples. In addition to Hindu, Buddhist, Zoroastrian and 
Masonic temples already in existence, a new Christian 'chapel has 
been consecrated, architecturally adapted to the Adyar landscape, 
and a private mosque is to be inaugurated.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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Right in the heart of the estate, near the Banyan Tree, the 
international headquarters of the World Federation of Young 
Theosophists has just been completed and Shrimati Rukmini Devi 
opened it yesterday.

Among the many formative influences at Adyar, one of the 
most vital is the practical cultural work of the International Academy 
of the Arts in music, in dramatic activity, and in weaving. The 
Art Exhibition is an example of its effort to make art a living reality 
in the home.

Other vital improvements include an automatic telephone 
system connecting all the principal activities of Adyar, and increased 
accommodation at the Besant Scout Camping Centre.

Dr. Arundale’s ideal, which he is putting into practical effect 
is that the life of Adyar must be as much in its roads, in its buildings, 
and in its material conveniences as in its spiritpa+'^alyq^.^nibiljat 
fine buildings and beautiful gardens are made' to ^loddeiy -the eye, 
and to subserve the happiness and efficiency' of" the residents^aqd 
the'vorkers- '>

CONSECRATION OF A CHAPEL
On Sunday, December 19, Dr. Arundaf 

built chapel of the Liberal Catholic Church, 
conducted according to the Liberal Catholic rite, 
by the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

ak^ Consecrated a^^ewly 
-ch. Xçjj^é^lfhony^vás

and was followed

This was the first time Dr. Arundale had officiated at any 
church service since his election as President, as he had, on election, 
thought it best to avoid all danger of association between The 
Theosophical Society and the Liberal Catholic Church. In this case 
he made an exception because it needed a Bishop to consecrate the 
building, and he is the only available Bishop in India. He was 
assisted by the Rev. J. L. Davidge and the Rev. J. B. S. Coats as 
deacons, and the Rev. Alex Elmore as master of ceremonies.

This Christian place of worship is another indication of the 
universality of The Theosophical Society’, for there were already on 
the Adyar Estate a Hindu temple, a Buddhist temple, a Zoroastrian 
shrine, and a Masonic Temple, while a private Muhammadan mosque 
has lately been erected. ' ’ *
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The architecture of the new chapel is classic in style, almost 
Doric in its simplicity. The low walls between the pillars of the 
nave preserve the former open-air character of the church, the only 
enclosed portion being the sanctuary. There are two side-altars, one 
dedicated to Our Lady, and the other to the Archangel St. Michael, 
the patron of the Church. The chapel was designed by Mr. Elmore, 
who is priest-in-charge at Adyar.

Church Services
A midnight Mass was celebrated in the chapel of the Liberal 

Catholic Church on Christmas Eve between 11.30 and 12.30. The 
celebrant was the Rev. Alex. Elmore, assisted by the Rev. J. B. S. 
Coats, Rev. Felix Layton, Rev. C. D. Shores, and Dr. Patel. 
Miss Otte played the organ music, including several Christmas carols. 
The congregation filled the church. It was an inspiring prelude to 
Christmas Day.

On Christmas Day the Holy Eucharist was celebrated by the 
Rev. C. D. Shores, who also in the evening conducted Solemn 
Benediction.

Th® Mystic Sstar
It is most appropriate that the Mystic Star Ritual on Christmas 

Eve was held in the Great Hall of Religions, where in symbols and 
sculptures all the religious Teachers of the world are represented.

The unique feature of this Ritual is the spiritual guidance of 
Humanity to a commemorative worship, acceptable to all faiths, 
combined with the raising of all secular activities to a high plane of 
consciousness. The world’s great teachers, Vyasa, Tehuti, 
Zarathushtra, Orpheus, Buddha, Krishna, Christ, whose doctrines 
are Unity, Light, Fire, Harmony, Law, Devotion and Love form the 
qualities of the Five-pointed Star. The secular professions—ruler, 
priest, merchant, artist, teacher, judge, scientist, servant, craftman, 
healer—are sought to be exalted through their capacities of strength, 
knowledge, industry, art, compassion, justice, accuracy, obedience, 
skill and healing.

The ritual begins with the invocation of the Lords of Air, Water, 
Fire and Earth to send down their spiritual blessings. The Power

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar
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of the Star dedicates his strength ; the Judge his justice; Wisdom his 
knowledge; the Scientist his accuracy; Joy his industry; the Servant 
his obedience; Beauty his art ; the Craftsman his skill ; Love his 
compassion ; the Healer his healing, through the symbols of their pro­
fessions.

This Ritual is celebrated throughout the world. Its distinguished 
author is Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, who impressively represented the Power 
of the Star. It was joyous to see so many Faiths represented in those 
who performed the Ritual. From every part of India and even from 
distant New Zealand these brothers came.

B. S.
Patel. Mia Jal Billimoria (Wisdom), Prof. D. D. Kanga (Joy), Shrimati
arols. Indumati Mehta (Beauty), N. Sri Ram (Love), Mr. Kevalram Dayaram
ide to (Healer), Mr. P. R. Green (Servant), Miss Hilda Kemp (Judge), Mr.

Harjivanbhai K. Mehta (Scientist), Miss Emma Hunt (Craftsman), 
Shrimati Radha Sri Ram (Thurifer) and Mrs. Dadina (Starbearer) were 

W the principal officers. Mrs. Peterson played organ music.
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In ths Garden of Rememberance
THOUGHTS OF OUR PRESIDENT-MOTHER

By Emma i-iunt

The true Garden of Remembrance is in our hearts, where those 
who loved our President-Mother, and her great comrade C. W. 
Leadbeater, offer our homage in silence, but there is a beautiful 
expression of this in the outer Garden of Remembrance by the sea 
where we come often when we visit Adyar.

Here there is a sense of freshness, the spring of new life; it is a 
beginning, not an end—the past of many lives is here and the future 
yet to be. Here love unspeakable has been poured forth from hearts 
that knew the wonder and tenderness of the life of our great Mother. 
We look again, expecting to see the well-loved form, the gentle 
strength, to feel the power of her great humility—her gaze in the 
direction of her Master, her life given to her people. She was the 
Mother-Soul of us all, and one feels that not to have known her were 
a tragedy. She is with us now as we sit and remember, playing upon 
our hearts till they become one with hers and feel the great human
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need of the world ; thoughts of self are lost in the greater reality she 
brings, fading away like the phantasmagoria they are—all that is petty 
has gone from us as we become one with this Mother-Heart. ' We 
are her children who falter so much by the way.

It is the full moon night before Convention when I come again 
to the Garden of Remembrance, and with the aid of torch and moon 
examine the lovely cluster of perfect Lotus flowers in bloom in one 
of the ponds—I shine the torch-light upon their golden hearts and 
wonder at their beauty. In another pond there stands alone a perfect 
bloom of pink lotus rearing its beautiful head high above the water- 
one quaintly feels its heart has turned to love from blooming here.

Stupid little frogs sit on the large floating lotus leaves and blink 
at the light of my torch, or plop back into the water making 
curious sounds in the silence of the night. I sit awhile and watch 
through the soft casuarina pines the glint of moonlight, shining like 
silver on the water; in the potent silence there wells up a power of 
risen life, exultant, strong, a benediction—there is a growing sense of 
tlieir presence for whom this garden was made, it plays upon one like 
the gentle movement of a breeze, warm and tender, breaking through 
the barriers of the outer world. It is more than the magic of the 
night that tells me they are with us for Convention—that they will 
come to us in the fulness of the measure in which we call, and will lift 
and transmute the material we provide, of which the outer plane 
activity is the smallest, least essential, part.

It is late. I rise and read again the inscriptions on the marble 
slabs : my mind dwells long on all that is conveyed in the meaning of 
the simple words : “To C. W. Leadbeater ; the ashes of whose physical 
body rest here with those of his age-old comrade, Annie Besant, as 
both would have wished.” Lastly :

TO ANNIE BESANT -
Faithful Servant of the Masters

Lover of Truth
and

Friend to all Creatures
This Garden of Remembrance

IS REVERENTLY AND AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED
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BHARAT SAMAJ PUJA
Every morning at the Hindu Temple puja is conducted by Mr. C. 

Subbaramayya, who is priest and secretary of the Bharata Samaj for 
the whole of India. The service begins at 6. 15 and ends about 6.50.

MANY HAPPY RETURNS TO AUSTRALIA
Australia was born in 1788 and celebrates the 150th anniversary 

of its Foundation Day on 26th January 1938.

In the January Theosophist you will find a message from the 
President, felicitating the Australian people, and urging the Theosophists 
to be the “forerunners of that new type of civilization which is to 
be born in Australia as also in some other parts of the world.”

“Australia,” Dr. Arundale says, ‘‘is one of those special lands 
which belong to youth—lands of the Larger Hope for Youth. And 
all who are young in spirit, however old they may be in years, see in 
Australia a herald of the future, and therefore bid her God-speed on 
her way.”

Several articles follow—by Colonel Olcott, Bishop Leadbeater, 
Dr. Arundale, foreshadowing a magnificient destiny for this young 
nation. The President foresees that “this young and dedicated nation 
may become, if she will, a leader among the nations of the world.”

In 1917 H. P. Blavatsky sent through Bishop Leadbeater a 
message to the Theosophists in Australia, indicating that a “grand 
.opportunity” lay before them. “See that you take it,” she stressed. 
“You have my earnest goodwill and the Master’s blessing on all your 
lines of work. Go on and prosper, but remember that only by utter 
-.self-forgetfulness can success be obtained.”
r. ■ И1

[H. P. B.’s message was written down by Bishop Leadbeater 
while we were crossing Sydney Harbour in a ferry-boat to attend 
a White Lotus Day meeting of Sydney Lodge in Hunter Street. We 
had just left Neutral Bay, when C. W. L. took out pencil and paper 
and wrote down H. P. B.’s message as she dictated it. I was sitting 
quite close and saw him writing, though I did not know till later the 
import of the incident.—J. L. D.J

Australia is a country supremely worth living for.—G. S. A.
4

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar























































































































































































































































































































































































































Rish.it









































































































































































































































































































































