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I most strongly feel that the time has 
come for some
least to seek

of us at
and extol 

the good, 'leaving 
majority tc their
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stre-
di s -nuous activity of 

covering and holding up'to 
condemnation that which
"to them is evil.
we must be able
ceive the wrong,
for us may be the
But there is no

whatever of the wrong being neglected.

to per-
No doubt

or what
wrong.
danger
It is

laid bare gloatingly and in a spirit of self- 
righteousness both by the crowd which cannot 
know better, and by the few who ought to know 
better* I specially long for the time when 
we shall have learnt to express our own 
convictions with the utmost earnestness and 
force, and at the same time to recognise that 
for others, other convictions may be no less 
true, however radically in opposition to 
our own.

The President.

There will be no February issue of the Indian Theosophist.
i 

The next number III for March will be posted on 25th February.
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May I present you this Convention Number of the Indian 
Theosophist, which gives you an account of the gathering day by day ? 
I hope you will like it. I am sure you will appreciate the article by 
Bro. C. Jinarajadasa who on page 53 explains why we need to attend 
meetings, such as we have had. Throughout the year we gulp down 
a great deal of philosophy, and we even masticate some of it, but it is 
such occasions that give us an opportunity of finding out how 
much of it we have really digested. At such times we have necessarily 
to put up with a great deal of inconvenience, and can not get the 
comforts we are accustomed to at home. The Benares cold is another 
handicap ; and yet if the establishment of Brotherhood had none of 
these, it would hardly have been necessary to work for it. It is much 
easier to see God in a stone image, than in a fellow-man who refuses 
you a pass for the evening entertainments; but that is what we are 
here for.

* * * 2 * * *
May I hope that those who did not come, really could not do 

so for various reasons. So those of us who had better luck wish to 
share it with you all in the shape of a set of the Dailies. I am sure 
you will now make up your mind that you will not miss the 
Convention at Adyar next Christmas, where we shall again try to 
discover “the Wisdom that we are.” We shall all need to do it over 
and over again for a long time yet. As the President puts it so well; 
“A Convention is like a river originating in apparently trifling 
elements, yet gradually increasing in power and beneficent service. 
From small beginnings the whole land, even the whole world becomes 
fructified. Far be it from me therefore to stem our Convention’s
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waxing tides but rather to be very thankful that during these days 
the river has run so truly, so purely, so smoothly, so happily. Our 
Convention is not over.” Let us all take advantage of the tide while 
it lasts, and determine to make use of the power for the helping of our 
fellow-man as we deem best.

* ♦ * 3 ♦ * *
May I mention one fact which we all knew here, but which 

perhaps the account will not bring home to those who could not 
come to Benares ? For some time past the President has not been 
well; and once we are in Doctors’ hands, we all know there is no 
arguing with them. Much as they may differ among themselves 
as regards the Latin name of our ailment, they all seem to agree on 
one point, namely, that the patient must cultivate a little patience 
in bed. In our case the Doctor happened to be the Recording 
Secretary as well; and this made it more difficult for both. But 
our patient was so impatient to be at his post that he shifted his bed, 
temperature and all, to the train and travelled three nights to reach 
Benares one minute before the Common Worship, the first official 
item on the Programme. He was able to open the Convention and 
close it personally. He spent the rest of the time in bed in peaceful 
Shantikunj. We all missed the joy which his physical presence, 
alone could give; but on all other planes Life flowed abundantly. 
The Convention bore ample testimony to the. fact that although in 
the T. S. we do have our heroes, we do not by any means stand 
for hero-worship but for Brotherhood, wherein our heroes are but 
centres through which flow mighty currents. It is up to each one 
of us to make ourselves such foci if we will.

* « * 4 * * *
May I make one request ? I have explained in the Annual 

Report why I am making every effort to make the Indian Theosophist 
readable. I wish to concentrate on it again this year. It is of 
course our family journal, but there is no reason why it should not 
interest our sympathisers, or even help in getting us more sympathisers. 
People do not know enough of the Theosophical Society and its work. 
To this end we offer to supply the magazine to all Subscribers for 
a sum of Rs. two including postage, per year. Could you not induce 
your Local Reading room to take it, so that every one may see what 
the ideals of the Society are and what it is actually doing in India. 
Do try to secure us some subscribers.

* ♦ * 5 * • *
May I invite your attention to a Review of the Theosophical 

Year Book just published from Adyar. I should like to add that 
the price leaves no margin for profit, or discount. It is only the 
man who takes a copy who profits most. Won’t you like to participate ?

* • * 6 * • •
May I correct one mistake ? In the last line on page 35, please 

read “Ideals” instead of “Rituals.”
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Today’s Diary
6-45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja.
8- 0 a.m. Common Prayers of all Religions.
9- 30 a.m. Young Theosophists Convention. (Pandal)

11-0 a.m. Lunch.
1- 0 p.m. General Council Theosophical Society. (Shanti Kunj)
2- 30 p.m. OPENING OF CONVENTION. Dr.ARUNDALE

delivers the Presidential Address. (Pandal)
3- 30 p.m. Tea.
4- 30 p.m. The Blavatsky Address (First Convention Public

Lecture) : ' THEOSOPHY AND PSYCHO­
ANALYSIS, Dr. BHAGAVAN DAS. (Pandal)

6- 30 p.m. Dinner.
7- 30 p.m. Entertainment by Theosophical National Girls’

School and College. For Delegates and by 
Invitation only. (Pandal)

FORTHCOMING PUBLIC LECTURES
Mrs. Josephine Ransom : “Theosophy—the Living Tradition”— 

4-30 p.m. Sunday, 27th December.
Mr. N. Shri Ram: “India and her Spirituality”—8-30 a.m. 

Monday, 28th December.
Dr. Shrinavasa Murti: “Sciences, Humanities & Brahmavidya”— 

4-30 p.m. Monday, 28th December.
Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji : “Dr. Besant’s Message and our 

Heritage”—9-45 a.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa : “The New Humanity of Intuition”—4-30 

p.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Dr. J. H. Cousins : “The Emergence of Art in The Theoso­

phical Society”—4-30 p.m. Wednesday, 30th December.
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A Welcome from the General Secretary
After Adyar comes Benares, as naturally as “B” follows 

“ A ” and the two in this case are indissolubly bound together 
by A.B. If Adyar is the Masters’ home, Benares is Mother’s home; 
and so it was in the fitness of things that Col. Olcott, as soon 
as the rules permitted him to celebrate the Anniversary of The 
Theosophical Society outside Adyar, came to the conclusion that he 
would come to Benares. The International Convention, as the 
gathering is now called, has been held in alternate years since the 
beginning of this century in this home of Annie Besant’s except when 
she travelled all over India to strengthen her work at the centre of 
the political storm. With her declining health and after her passing 
away we had necessarily to meet at the Masters’ home; but after 
six years we meet once again in the President-Mother’s home. My 
first duty therefore is to convey our gratitude to our President, 
Dr. Arundale, for reverting once again to the old custom of holding 
Convention alternately at Adyar and Benares.

My next task is to welcome you all to this sacred place, which 
has been the cynosure of millions of eyes for centuries past, and to 
the compound now hallowed by the tread of Annie Besant, certainly one 
of the greatest persons ever born in this world. There can be no 
comparision between what could be done at Benares in her days, 
and what we are now able to do; and the physical conditions at 
Adyar are also quite different from those which limit our facilities 
in this place. Yet I am sure you are all generous enough to under­
stand that we are doing our best. I am sorry a cold snap has 
suddenly set in, but you will not find it in the programme, and 
perhaps it is to be expected when the Himalayan winds blow so 
strong. When you feel cold, I am sure you will try to think of the 
millions of brothers who do not possess the clothing we have. So I 
wish you all a happy sojourn, with all the warmth that the heart can give.

One thing I must mention. Although I am technically the 
Editor of this paper, the daily edition that you will receive during 
these six days is being looked after entirely by Mr. J. L. Davidge, 
Pandit Ramchandra Shukla, and Mr. Jagat Narayan: and when 
Adyar, Cawnpore and Bihar join hands—well, you will yourself see 
what happens. We intend to send a set of these six issues to every, 
member in India as a Convention number—but this is strictly 
confidential; G. N. Gokhale.
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Hail, The President !
Five hundred delegates are attending the Benares Convention, 

the sixty-first in direct line from The Society’s foundation in 1875. 
Most of the delegates and visitors have already arrived. The 
President and Shrimati Rukmini Devi arrive via Calcutta this morning, 
and at 2-30 p.m. Dr. Arundale will deliver the Presidential Address, 
reviewing the world situation in the light of Theosophy.

The Benares Estate, like the Adyar Headquarters, makes an 
admirable setting for a gathering of this kind, covered as it is with 
luxuriant foliage and floral growth, and dotted with substantial 
buildings which are all centres of Theosophical and educational 
activity. The whole establishment, including the Hindu University 
‘•across the road,” is a magnificent monument to the constructive 
genius of Dr. Besant ; it was she who made it what it is, and she 
still appears to inspire its activities. Her spirit is all-pervading.

The President will stay at Shanti Kunj, where for some years 
he was associated with Dr, Besant in her great work for Theosophy 
through the Section, and for education through the Central Hindu 
College. Mr. Jinarajadasa is also in the same house. Workers from 
Adyar and elsewhere are distributed in various private quarters, 
and the delegates are accommodated in the College buildings. 
The Convention lectures will be delivered under a picturesque 
pandal near the Section Office. (Refer to list on front page.)

To the Europeans at Benares, yesterday was less like Christmas 
Day—to outward appearances—than any Christmas they had ever 
spent, except that in their hearts the Christ spirit was being perpetually 
renewed. Down at Adyar they were singing carols, joining with 
the angels in heralding the Birth of the Christ—cosmic, mythic, 
mystic—the Birth which pours sweet influences throughout His 
universe, and no less in the heart of Everyman.

When man aspires God stoops to raise him, 
And the mystic Christ is born.

He was reborn at Benares also, and the Convention is ringing 
- and pulsating with His Love and Light and Power.

Among the distinguished members who have already arrived we 
will mention just a few : Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta, Vice-President; 
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, Dr. Bhagavan Das, Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji, 
Dr. James H. Cousins, Mr. N. Shri Ram, Mrs. Josephine Ransom, 
Mr. Rangaswami Aiyer. Dr. Srinavasa Murti (Recording Secretary) 
arrives today on the same train as the President.
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The Spiritual Hub of the Universe
A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT

Benares, notwithstanding its assumed modern trappings, is still 
the heart of Aryavarta. With characteristic insight, our President- 
Mother discerned this, soon after she arrived in India, and determined 
to make Benares the Headquarters of the Indian Section. I well 
remember the first Indian Convention of The Theosophical Society, 
which I attended. Up to that time the Section had no local habitation 
of its own. So we met in borrowed lodgings, on the other side of the 
Varuna. But Dr. Besant was already looking out, and when 
shown the grounds of our present Headquarters she (as she herself 
told us at a public talk in the Headquarters Hall many years ago) 
heard a Voice: “This is the chosen ground.” So the land was 
acquired and building operations were commenced. With Dr. Besant, 
as we all know, resolution and action were inseparable. She also 
resolved to make Benares her Indian home, built Shanti-Kunja and 
was in residence here for many years, permeating Headquarters with 
her sweetness and light. Those were glorious days for the Indian 
Section. Some of us made it a point to make a yearly pilgrimage to 
this Holy City, and our practice was first to have her Darshan and take 
her blessings before we would visit the temple of Viswanath, the Lord 
of the World.

Brothers and Sisters ! To this Benares, I, on behalf of the 
Management of The Society bid you welcome. Benares, naturally, 
is not what it was in those days, but Benares must be revivified for 
the sake of the Indian Section and our Motherland generally, by our 
combined efforts and sacrifices, so that it may become a flaming 
centre and yet serve as an active nucleus from which the life and light 
of the Holy Ones may radiate throughout this sub-continent—so that 
India may again be what she was in the ancient days, the spiritual 
hub of the Universe.

For the moment, I ask you to concentrate your aspirations and 
good wishes on the Indian Headquarters, so that we have a happy, 
a harmonious and a fruitful Convention.

Om, Shanti 1

Hirendranath Datta.
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Occultism in English Poetry
“For a proper understanding of English poetry it is necessary 

to know the inner background of the great poets,” declared Mr. Syed 
Mehdi Imam in a lecture on “Occultism in English Poetry,” which 
he delivered to the Theosophical Convention at Benares on 
December, 25. Much of the obscurity which surrounded the 
interpretation of such great poems as Shelley's Epipsychidion, 
Mr. Imam said, was due to our faint grasp of the poet’s inner vision; 
.What was the thought implied in great poetry ? The purpose deep 
in the shadows was the occult idea. The ethereal realm which the 
poet felt in the physical man, and in his condition-to-be hereafter, 
corresponded closely in many respects with the etheric kingdom of 
psychical theory.

Mr. Imam explained that the human body possessed an 
instrument of perception, a capacity to receive subtle vibrations from 
the inner worlds, a subtle body which was a duplication in every 
particular of the physical body. This soul-body frequently figured 
in the work of the major poets. Without the understanding of this 
occult theory, the greatest lines in the finest poems were often 
unintelligible. Whether spiritualism was correct or not, English 
poetry must be construed in the light of the spiritual hypothesis. 
All great poets possessed the psychic sense. They saw everything 
with clairvoyant vision.

Mr. Imam proceeded to quote examples of this clairvoyant 
sight, in Shelley’s Queen Mob for example, in which the radiant 
body was portrayed as being distinct from the. physical body though 
revealing the “self-same lineaments.”

“...the same
Marks of identity were there :
Yet, oh, how different: One aspires to Heaven, 
Pants for its sempiternal heritage, 
And ever-changing, ever-rising still, 

Wantons in endless being.
The other, for a time the unwilling sport 
Of circumstance and passion, struggles on ; 
Fleets through its duration rapidly : 
Then like an useless and worn-out machine, 

Rots, perishes, and passes.” •?
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Mr. Imam read lines from Tennyson, Browning, Abercrombie, 
and Charles Williams, all distinguishing between the physical body 
of the senses and the inner bodies of mind and emotion. All the 
major poets assumed as the background of their work the subtle 
bodies declared by occultists to be the psychical counterparts of the 
physical man. The fulfilment of this occult idea was the poetic 
statement of emergent evolution, which was more acceptable than 
the scientific exposition of it. The spiritual conception of evolution 
beckoned the spirit from splendour to splendour, pointing to height 
over height to be surmounted, as the soul pursued its perfect fulfilment.

Dedication of the Indian Bookshop
A pleasant little ceremony took place at the Indian Bookshop 

in the Benares compound on December 25th, when Mr. Hirendra 
Nath Datta dedicated the new shop “to the service of Theosophy 
and of humanity.” The new building is a handsome structure, with 
concrete roofing, cement and marble flooring, plateglass windows 
for display of books, and an inviting verandah in front. The interior 
is light and the bookshelves are attractively arranged.

There is history not only in the books but in the very stones 
of this edifice. When the Indian Section first came into possession 
of the Theosophical Estate at Benares, what is now the bookshop 
was then the only building standing in the grounds ; it was a small 
bungalow with verandahs on all sides in the midst of a pleasure 
garden. So the present building may be regarde I as a reincarnation 
of the old one, and a vast improvement upon it.

It is thirty-nine years since this Temple of Saraswati was 
founded by Dr. Besant for propagating Theosophical ideas through 
Theosophical books. She namel it the Theosophical Publishing 
Society, Benares, and all her Convention lectures delivered in India 
were published here until the Theosophical Publishing House at 
Adyar was established. The old records show that the house not 
only paid its way but showed a handsome profit.

With the shifting of activities from Benares to Adyar, the 
fortunes of -the Benares shop began to decline, but after a vigorous 
campaign it was made to pay, and in April 1926 Dr. Besant presented 
it as a gift to the Indian Section, the stock of books and other 
appurtenances being worth about Rs 20,000.
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Today the bookshop has among its customers all the Universities 
of the United Provinces and of Bihar, besides other institutions and 
men in high positions. With seven Universities from Calcutta to 
Delhi within easy reach, “it should not be difficult,” Mr. M. S. 
Venugopal, the manager, said in his report, to “have a share in 
directing their thought currents or at least making suggestions which 
might have that effect."

The Vice-President appealed to all members in the North 
of India to make all their purchases of books through the Benares Shop. 
After thanking the General Secretary for India and his coadjutors 
for their practical support in the reorganizing of the establishment, 
the Vice-President declared “this rejuvenated bookshop open.”

Reform of Hinduism
MEETING OF THE BHARAT SAMAJ

Reforms which are considered necessary in Hinduism were 
discussed at a meeting held under the auspices of the Bharat Samaj 
in the Indian Section Hall, Benares, in the midst of Convention on 
December 25th, Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta presiding.

Mr. N. Shri Ram of Adyar urged all Hindus to pay attention 
to the ideals of the Bharat Samaj, namely Unity, Purity and Service, 
which were needed to reform their lives. He proposed three specific 
lines of work which he considered it necessary for the Bharat Samaj 
to take up : (1) Research into the Hindu scriptures, including the
Puranas, with a view to sifting out essential portions from non-essential 
and even harmful later accretions ; (2) The study and reform of
Indian social customs, many of which contained deep and valuable 
truths hidden under a mass of meaningless superstitions ; (3) The 
reform of rituals and ceremonies, as had been done in the case of the 
Christian religion.

Rai Bahadur Panda Baijnath, formerly General Secretary for 
India, urged that it was absolutely necessary for Hindus to adjust 
themselves in religious matters if they meant to survive as a nation. 
He cited many instances to show that the spirit of adjustment existed 
in the Hindu polity in days gone by. A clairvoyant investigation of 
the rituals was a great desideratum. Lastly he emphasized the need 
to hold on to the ancient rituals on which the Hindu polity was based,
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and the neglect of which would, in his view, be detrimental to the 
Nation. Theosophists, he suggested, should make a systematic study 
of the Hindu scriptures.

Mr. G. N. Gokhale, General Secretary, pointed out that in the 
■domain of eternal verities there were no discoveries, but the whole 
problem before humanity was how to apply these to changing times and 
different places. In past ages we had developed our bodies and 
emotions to a great extent; now was the time to develop the mind, 
the faculty of independent thinking. That was science and it was 
democracy. This new age began with the Lord Buddha, who taught 
that no one should take a statement as true because He made it. 
With authority went the priesthood. So Bacon was doing the work 
of rousing the masses in Europe; Nanak, Chaitanya, and the 
Maharashtra Saints taught the same truth in India, and left an 
indelible mark on Hinduism. These great men gave a democratic 
turn to religion and now the Bharat Samaj sought to give a scientific 
turn to it. An ever-burning lamp as the symbol, all the deities put 
amongst the congregation, no caste distinction for the worshippers, 
even members of other faiths being allowed to join in the worship, all 
worshippers to wash their feet and keep silent, and puja according to 
the Science of the Sacraments—all these showed what the Bharat 
Samaj had already accomplished.

Mr. Manishwar Prasad of Muzzaffarpur suggested that any 
•reform of the old Hindu religion was out of the question ; he stood for 
quite a new form of religion suited to the present age.

The Vice-President pointed out that the rituals were valuable 
channels for receiving forces from on High. As to research, that 
-was a very difficult work before scholars, because the ancient texts had 
become mixed up with unnecessary and harmful accretions. He was 
-himself attempting some research along this line, and he appealed to 
all Theosophists to help the cause for which the Bharat Samaj stood. .

Let us keep Annie Besant’s work alive and the world will be

..I.-./.: .. . MAKE THE WORLD HAPPY

Printed by Rameahwar Pathnk at the Tara Printing Works, Вспагев. Edited and Published for 
Tile Iínlián Section, Tile Theosophical Society, by Gnngadhar Nilknnth Gokhale, Qeiieral Secretary.

happier.
Jamshed Nusserwanji.-
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1 oday’s Diary
6-45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja.
8- 0 a.m. Common Worship for all Religions.
9- 45 a.m. Opening of the Art Exhibition by Shrimati Rukmini

Devi. {Girls' School Compound.')
10- 0 a.m. Dr, BHAGAVAN DAS concludes his Lecture on

“Theosophy and Psychoanalysis.”
11- 0 a.m. Lunch.

1- 0 p.m. Theosophical Order of Service. Mr. Jamshed
Njsserwanji. {Headquarters Hall.)

2- 0 p.m. Indian Section Convention. {Pandal)
3- 30 p.m. Tea.
4- 30 p.m. The Olcott Address (Second Convention Lecture) :

THEOSOPHY, THE LIVING TRADITION, 
Mrs. JOSEPHINE RANSOM. {Pandal)

6- 30 p.m. Dinner.
7- 30 p.m. Entertainment by the Theosophical National Boys’

School. For Delegates and by invitation only. 
(PandaZ)

FORTHCOMING PUBLIC LECTURES
Mr. N. Shri Ram : “India and Her Spirituality”—8-30 a.m. 

Monday, 28th December.
Dr. Shrinivasa Murti : “Sciences, Humanities and Brahma- 

vidya”—4-30 p.m Monday, 28th December.
Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji : “Dr. Besant’s Message and our 

Heritage”—9-45 a.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa : “The New Humanity of Intuition”—4-30 

p.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Dr. J. H. Cousins : “The Emergence of Art in The Theosophi­

cal Society”—4-30 p.m. Wednesday, 30th December.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized^ Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

Convention Opens
The President and Rukmini Devi reached Benares in delightful 

weather yesterday morning, December 26th. Alighting from the 
car at Shanti Kunj Dr. Arundale happily remarked to a group of 
friends: “It is nice to be at Benares again.” Benares, the scene 
of years of magnificent work which he did as Principal of the Central 
Hindu College, training youths who helped Dr. Besant later to effect 
the political and spiritual renaissance of India, and who today are 
pursuing the same high traditions, inspired by their old headmaster 
from his watch-tower at Adyar.

Dr. Arundale was suffering from a slight fever, but that did not 
prevent him from opening the International Convention at 2-30 p. m. 
In the presence of over four hundred delegates and visitors he reviewed 
the world situation, urging members to cultivate friendship and 
comradeship ; then he dealt with the domestic affairs of The Society, 
which is in a flourishing condition both as to membership and 
influence, and finally he invoked the blessing of the Founders of The 
Society on all its work. (A digest of the Presidential Address appears 
on other pages in this issue, and the full text will be found in the 
January issue of The Theosophist.')

The huge pandal in which Convention assembled was gaily 
decorated with festoons of foliage and with flags of fifty nations in 
which The Theosophical Society is organized. Greetings from many 
of these countries were delivered by personal representatives, 
Mrs. Adeltha Peterson speaking for America, Mr. J. L. Davidge 
Australia and New Zealand, Mr. G. N. Gokhale India, Mr. H. S. L. 
Polak England, Mrs. Kilpatrick Scotland, Mme Gonggrijp Java, 
Dr. Cousins Ireland, Mr. Felix Layton Canada, Miss Griffiths Wales, 
Mr. Jinarajadasa Ceylon, and Dr. Srinavasa Murti (Recording 
Secretary) for Theosophical Federations and isolated Lodges.

Cabled greetings were received from numerous National Societies 
and individual members the world over.

Yesterday morning an important meeting of the All-India 
Federation of Young Theosophists was held, Shrimati Rukmini Devi 
presiding, and in the afternoon Dr. Bhagavan Das delivered part of a 
learned discourse on “Theosophy and Psychoanalysis.” The Address 
will be concluded at 10 a.m. to-day. Reports of both engagements 
will appear in later issue.

38
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Hearty welcome to you all here assembled in India’s holy Kashi 

for the sixty-first anniversary of The Theosophical Society, the first 
anniversary to be held here since 1930, when was held the last 
anniversary over which our beloved President-Mother was able to 
preside in comparative vigour. Second only in India to Adyar 
is Kashi in sacredness, and I who have had the privilege of 
living here for over ten years know well the richness.of the gifts 
which Kashi pours upon those who realize her for what she is, 
belong they to what religion they may, belong they to what race or 
nationality they may. I pray that this International Convention may 
take its place worthily among the great and glorious Conventions 
which have been held here in the years gone by. I am thankful to 
know that in special measure will rest upon us the blessing and 
encouragement of our late President, for she loved Kashi deeply, 
made this holy place her home for many years, and amidst these very 
surroundings achieved much of her greatest work.

And since we are gathered together once more in Kashi after 
six years, I think it would be worth jour while to read what our 
President-Mother herself said then on this very spot in the course 
of lier Presidential Address. She referred to more than one matter 
of vital moment to The Theosophical Society and to the whole 
Theosophical Movement. Let her words, uttered here in 1930, 
sound forth again as we ourselves dwell awhile in that atmosphere 
of peace and power to which Dr. Besant herself so greatly contributed 
for more than twenty years.

(Prologue to Dr. Arundale’s Presidential Address, Benares, 
26th December, 1936.)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Members who wish to ask Questions at the “Question and 
Answer” Meeting tomorrow, December 28th, are requested to put them 
in writing and hand them to Mr. Gokhale before 6 p. m. today. 
Tomorrow’s meeting commences at 2 p. m.
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lneosopny and world Conditions
Dr. ARUNDALE APPEALS FOR UNIVERSAL

FRIENDSHIP

Dr. George S. Arundale, President of The Theosophical Society, 
in his opening address at the Benares Convention on December 26, 
made a telling appeal for friendship and comradeship. “A general 
survey of our work in various parts of the world,” the President said, 
“shows that The Theosophical Society reacts in a measure, as might 
be expected, to the devastating conditions through which the whole 
world is passing. In most countries in Europe living is very hard 
and bleak. Few nations indeed are free from the devitalization of 
fear, whatever the actual expression of fear may be—aggressiveness, 
tyranny, a deadening of the national vitality, despair. And the 
restrictions on the liberty of the individual are many and often 
iniquitous. Persecution is rife. Those who declare themselves to 
represent the State ruthlessly trample underfoot that individual 
freedom upon which alone a healthy State can be built. Everywhere, 
or almost everywhere, suspicion, distrust and hatred stalk abroad, 
gravely menacing that spirit of Brotherhood—national, international, 
inter-religious—which is the very breath itself of happiness, peace 
and prosperity. In unhappy Spain we see the conflicting forces at 
grips with each other, giving gruesome witness as to the pass to 
which our so-called civilization has come.”

Having diagnosed the world situation, Dr. Arundale applied 
the remedy. “I appeal to my fellow-members throughout the world,” 
he said, “ever to remember and practise what I think is the Truth 
of all truths, the very heart of Eternal Truth, that Friendship and 
Comradeship which should stand high and unassailable above all 
differences of race, of nationality, of faith, of sect, of dogma, of 
doctrine, of opinion, of belief, of custom. Friendship and Comradeship 
are life’s immemorial tradition, constitute our immediate birthright 
and heritage, and are to be in the future the glorious apotheosis of 
our evolutionary growth. Differences are varied approaches to a 
common end, and are designed to disclose to us the vast wealth and 
beauty of that Unity whence they emerge and whither they return 
when their work is done. Our First Object clearly shows that The 
Theosophical Society is primarily committed to emphasize this unity,
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which it describes as the Universal Brotherhood, amidst all the 
differences so characteristic of this separative*.age. Friendship is 
Truth. Comradeship is Truth. And the m^qad'/xj^ferences^whtch 
seem to separate us are in fact but exercises towards’HLLeir^discernnreht 
and achievement.

“Individuals ‘are constantly saying and doing hard and harsh 
things about those with whom they disagree, and too often differences 
kill Friendship and Comardeship, thus plunging the world still further 
into distress and fear. The work of members of The Theosophical 
Society is in part, not to seek to abolish differences—for differences 
are necessary to growth—but to prevent them from becoming a canker 
eating at the fair roots of that Friendship and Comradeship which are 
the heart and purpose of life. Our studies of Theosophy should help 
us powerfully, for all Truth when approached wisely and understood 
deeply exalts Friendship and Comradeship and causes difference to 
become a servant instead of being, as it so often is, a tyrant trampling 
Friendship and Comradeship underfoot.”

Commenting on his Campaign for Understanding, which is under 
way throughout the world, “to meet the immediate needs of the times,” 
Dr. Arundale remarked : “Mutual understanding and mutual
appreciation are healing balm for the ills of the world, and I think 
I can for the moment render no better service in the name of 
Theosophy and of The Theosophical Society than to try to give 
occasion for these wherever I can.”

After referring “with mingled regret and gladness” to the entry 
into the Advance Guard of several honoured members of the 
Theosophical army, Dr. Arundale reviewed the World Congress at 
Geneva, emphasizing the following note : “I feel sure the League of 
Nations meetings must have profited from the happy and understanding 
atmosphere which reigned throughout our week’s stay in their great 
hall, with its admirable arrangements for the hearing by every listener 
in his own tongue of the address which might happen to be in the 
course of delivery.”

Alluding to the development of the International Centre at 
Geneva, the President referred to the League of Nations as “an 
organism which deserves a better fate than to bs strangled because 
it is young and therefore has as yet little strength.” It was of the 
highest importance, he remarked, that The Theosophical Society
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should be represented at Geneva. “I have personally seen how 
influential in international affairs our Geneva Centre can be,” he said.

Reviewing the work of the National Societies, the President 
congratulated the Melbourne Lodge in Australia on a magnificent new 
Headquarters, which it is erecting in Collins Street ; he commended 
Mr. Peter Freeman’s plan for raising a World Fund of £100,000 “to 
carry on with dignity and effectiveness the work of The Theosophical 
Society up to the Centenary in 1975” ; among new developments, the 
President mentioned the union of the two South African Sections, the 
issue of a quarterly journal by the Adyar Library, and the publication 
of The Theosophical Year Book for 1937.

The President announced the appointment of several interna­
tional office-bearers, notably Mr. Henry Hotchener, who succeeds 
Captain Sellon as Treasurer, the latter having accepted the post of 
Financial Adviser to The Society ; Mrs. Sellon has teen succeeded as 
Publicity Officer by Mrs. Adeltha Peterson ; and Mr. M. Subramania 
Aiyar, formerly Manager of The Theosophical Publishing House, has 
become Research Secretary.

Sidelights on the Indian Section
COMPILED BY JOSEPHINE RANSOM

In January 1891 Mr. Bertram Keightley announced at a meeting 
at Adyar that the four previously existing Indian Sections had been 
formed into a single “Indian Section” and that he had been elected 
General Secretary. He asked for co-operation, and urged upon the 
Hindus the reawakening of a fervent spirit of devotion to their country, 
their religion, their spiritual knowledge, in order that India might 
regain her place in the van of humanity, as the leader of all nations 
and peoples in the higher reaches of intellectual and spiritual activity.

The only other Sections at this time were the American and the 
European. Very often in the following years the European Section 
sent a delegate to the Convention of The Society and to the Indian 
Section meeting at Adyar.

At the close of the year Mr. Keightley prefaced his Report with 
expressions of great regret on the passing (in May) of H. P. Blavatsky, 
and spoke of her fervent love for India, to which she had given some 
of the best years of her life.
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At this time there were 135 Lodges, but only 29 were really 
well organized and active. The chief difficulties were lack of men and 
money. Mr. Keightley asked members to make the Lodges vital 
centres of activity and to keep more fully in touch with Headquarters.

At the Convention of the Indian Section at Adyar in 1892, 
Col. Olcott, from the chair, declared sorrowfully that the support 
given from Adyar to the Section had been slight, and that it, in turn, 
had contributed not even a single rupee to the Headquarters.

Mr. G. R. S. Mead, General Secretary of the European Section, in 
his greeting to the Section (read by Mr. W. R. Old as delegate) 
remarked that the members in India must act. “Our great difficulty in 
the East is lethargy. Our great difficulty in the West is over-activity, 
which runs too much on material lines. We each of us have to find 
the golden mean between these two extremes.” And further, he said, 
The Theosophical Society depended upon the workers. “Theosophy 
must live of itself in the hearts of all members of The Theosophical 
Society and not depend on this or that combination of people.”

Mr. Keightley, in his Annual Report, said he had made a long 
tour through most of the principal Lodges, but the results did not 
last. Various books and pamphlets had been translated into some of 
the vernaculars, and the Bombay Lodge issued a small magazine 
called Pauses, under the direction of Bro. Peacocke. The Section was. 
still unable to asist with the expenses of Headquarters.

The President-Founder in his closing address urged all members 
to work well, and work together. Mr. C. Kottaya Chetty was still 
the energetic Inspector of Lodges. Mr. Walter Old had come from 
England to help with the work, and he had had close personal 
association with H.P.B. and Mrs. Besant.

At the Third Convention, Adyar, 1893, Mrs. Annie Besant was 
European Section delegate and Countess Wachtmeister was also 
present. Mr. Keightley was absent in England, and Mr. S. V. Edge 
(from the London Headquarters with the advantage of a training 
under H.P.B.) was acting in his place. He reported that 
Mrs. Besant's visit in the South had been a phenomenal success. It 
seemed that due to her inspiration another religious revival in India 
was about to take place, marking a new era in the Section’s work. 
Owing to lack of support the prashnottara had languished, but the 
decision was to continue it. The need of pamphlets in the vernacular 
was again stressed. In closing, Col. Olcott said how glad hè was
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to have Mrs. Besant by his side. He had thought the place of 
H.P.B. could not be filled, but now he looked forward to the future 
in perfect confidence. Mrs. Besant said she found that both in the 
East and the West there was devotion to our ideals, loyalty to the 
work and desire for its progress.

When the Fourth Convention took place at Adyar in 1894, 
eighty Lodges were represented by delegates and forty-three by 
proxies. Col. Olcott took the chair. Mr. Keightley reported that. 
Mrs. Besant and Countess Wachtmeister had decided to come to 
India to make their future home here, and thus assist in establishing 
a Section Headquarters which was to be in the North. Later the 
Convention decided upon Benares. During the year Mrs. Besant 
(accompanied by Pt. Bhavani Shankar) and Bro. Narayanswamier 
visited many places. The Countess Wachtmeister was elected 
Treasurer and Mr. Upendra Nath Basu and Mr. G. N. Chakravarti 
were elected members of the Executive Committee.

HEADQUARTERS AT BENARES
At Adyar in 1895 Mr. Keightley said the Section Headquarters 

had been transferred to Benares and owed its existence largely to the 
generosity of Mrs. Besant, who was again the European delegate. 
Mrs. Besant, the Countess and Mr. Keightley himself bore the whole 
cost of maintaining the Benares Headquarters as well as the food 
for the staff. As he had to be much absent in England Mr. Upendra 
Nath Basu was appointed Joint General Secretary with full authority. 
It was resolved to pay Headquarters 25 per cent of the total receipts 
from annual dues and entrance fees. Mrs. Lloyd was welcomed 
to Benares.

In October 1896 the Section held its Convention for the first 
time at Benares, its proceedings being reported by the General 
Secretary at a further Convention meeting held in December. He 
urged the maintenance of India’s spiritual life as necessary to 
counteract the strong and growing influences of western education 
and science. He said that one great mission of The Society was the 
re-creation of the bridge between the ordinary man of the world 
and the great Teachers to whom The Society owed its life impulse.

Mrs. Besant gave three lectures on (1) The Karma Marga, 
(2) The Gnyãna Marga and (3) The Bhakti Marga ; also she gave 
talks on the “Growth of the Human Ego.”

(To be Concluded)

Printed by Rameshwar Patlmk at the Tara Printing Works, Benares. Edited and Published for 
The Indian Section, The Theosophical Society, by Gang.idhar Nilkanth Ookhale, General Secretary.
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BENARES CONVENTION DAILY, No. 3.

28 DECEMBER 1936

Today’s Diary
6-45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja. (Headquarters Hall)
8-00 a.m. Common Worship for all Religions. (Pandal)
8- 30 a.m. Indian Section Lecture: INDIA AND HER

SPIRITUALITY, Mr. N. SHRI RAM. (Pandal)
9- 45 a.m. Meeting of the ROUND TABLE. Members only.

(Headquarters Hall)
11-00 a.m. Lunch.

1- 00 p.m. League of Parents and Teachers. (Headquarters Hall}
2- 00 p.m. Question and Answer Meeting. The President and

Others. (Pandal)
3- 00 p m. Meeting of Hindi-speaking Delegates to consider

Propaganda in Hindi. (Headquarters Hall)
3- 30 p.m. Tea.
4- 30 p.m. The Besant Address (Third Convention Public

Lecture): SCIENCES, HUMANITIES AND 
BRAHMAVIDYA, Dr. G. SHRINAVASA- 
MURTI. (Pandal)

6- 30 p.m. Dinner.
7- 30 p.m. Entertainment by the Theosophical Youth Lodge,

Benares. (Fandal)

FORTHCOMING PUBLIC LECTURES
Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji : “Dr. Besant’s Message and Our 

Heritage”—9-45 a.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa: “The New Humanity of Intuition”— 

4-30 p.m. Tuesday, 29th December.
Dr. J. H. Cousins : “The Emergence of Art in The Theosophi­

cal Society”—4-30 p.m. Wednesday, 30th December.
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A Rising Barometer
The General Secretary’s barometer at noon yesterday showed 

that 460 members had registered, of whom 350 were already quartered 
in the compound. These consisted of 335 from all parts of India, and 
fifteen Europeans, The Indian Provinces were thus represented :

United Provinces and Behar ... ... 152
Bombay ... ... ... 58
Madras ... ... ... 60
Bengal ... ... ... 35
Punjab and Sindh ... ... ... 30

335
Among the arrivals we note Mr. H. S. L. Polak, Miss Lilian 

Edger, Mr. and Mrs. K. Van Gelder, Mr. В Sanjiva Rao and Shrimati 
Padmabai Sanjiva Rao, Mr. M. K. Venkateswaran, Mr. P. R. Green.

SECTION SUN AND PLANETS
There is quite a galaxy of secretarial luminaries clustering round 

the General Secretary, Mr. Gokhale, in the Benares compound. And 
they come from all the four quarters. The following were able to 
•‘make” Convention :

Joint General Secretaries: Prof. R. K. Kulkarni, Gwalior; 
Rai Sahib Nrityalal Mukerjee, Calcutta; Dr. C. Rama Kamath, 
Adyar ; and Mr. Harjeevan K. Mehta, Bhavnagar.

Assistant General Secretaries: Mr. Nandkishore La!, 
Mr. Baijnath Bhargava, Babu Damodar Prasad, and Dr. R. V. Phan- 
salkar, all of Benares City.

Federation Secretaries: Behar: Babu Chandra Deva 
Narayan, Chapra, and Babu Radhakant Sharan, Patna (Joint 
Secretary'); Bengal : Mr. Tulsidas Kar, Calcutta; Bombay : Mr. 
Jalbhoy H. Bilimoria, Bombay; Guzerath and Kathiawar: Mr. 
Venishankar G. Bhatt, Bhavnagar; Karnataka : Mr. N. P. Subramania 
yer, Bangalore; Kerala: Dr. S. Venkatrama Naidu, Alleppey, and 
Mr. V. Karunakaran Nair, Alleppey (Joint Secretary) ; Marathi :Mr. 
W. L. Chiplunkar, Akola; United Provinces : Dr. Nand Kishore, 
Cawnpore.

PROPAGANDA IN HINDI
A meeting of the Hindi-speaking delegates will be held on 

Mond-ay, the 28th December, at 3 p.m. in the Indian Section Hall 
to consider ways and means of propagating Theosophy through the 
medium of Hindi.
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AN OPEN WAY INTO THE MYSTERIES.

Addressing the International Convention of The Theosophical 
Society at Benares on December 27th on “Theosophy, the Living 
Tradition,” Mrs. Josephine Ransom, international lecturer and author, 
pictured Theosophy-’as opening a way into the Mysteries, in which 
men could learn today, as they had learned in the Mysteries 
throughout the ages, the open, direct knowledge of the God of our 
Universe and of His laws. That direct way was open, the lecturer 
said, in the early days of the race, the “golden age in which 
Gods walked with men,” and helped them in every way to acquire 
the inner principles with which they were to contact the outer worlds

Meanwhile the physical bodies were being prepared for 
occupation, and, when sufficiently ready, though far from perfect, some 
among the Monads made the link with them through the mind, the 
bridge between the higher and the lower.

Those who thus took advantage of the pure early bodies, became 
later the Guardians of Theosophy, the Divine Wisdom, and throughout 
the ages cherished it from misuse. Others waited and had to use 
bodies which had begun to fall into the wrong use of sex—a “sin” 
which has beset man ever since. As dual mind developed, the higher 
aspiring towards the Self, the lower towards personal and physical 
desires, there came the misuse of knowledge for personal ends and 
domination.

In Atlantean days this divergence became the two Paths—the 
Right and the Left. The Left won, but was destroyed. The Right 
withdrew with the Wisdom into remote places, into guarded mysteries, 
where Truth was expressed in symbols and these were explained only 
to those found worthy.

’ In the Fifth Race the Higher Mind began to develop more, fully, 
and in great nobility at times give reasoned views of God, man and 
the Universe. The Lower Mind tended more towards orthodoxies, 
dogmas, creeds, pomps and often towards worship of lesser gods. 
In India the Wisdom was kept alive in many, ways, though there were 
also many interpretations, some very materialistic. In the West 
exoteric religion gained the upper hand, and little was left of the 
true meaning of the Teaching of the Wise Ones. It seemed, for a 
while almost to die away, and was preserved only in secret Orders, 
which were not free from persecution, and are not free even today.
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Whenever there is need, Theosophy is taught again, more or 
less openly. In the latter half of the last century scientific materialism 
was rampant, and to counteract it the Guardians sent again a 
messenger, H. P. Blavatsky, who though hardly treated yet found 
a response. Friendliness or Brotherhood, which knows no desire to 
exploit or dominate, was the method used to help as many as possible 
to prepare themselves to try to find in themselves the truth about 
God and Man. The teaching was given openly and for all. The 
Path of Attainment stretched before the feet of the man in the 
street no less than before the saint or recluse who was dedicated 
to the search. It is a great experiment.

Since the far-away days when Theosophy was open to the 
Monadic man, and later was veiled from selfish use, only now 
is it again given as fully as may be for the use of all who are attracted 
to it. The Living Tradition of Theosophy is the simple yet difficult 
process of blending into a unity the God-Man, who is the human 
being. The way is long, but the end is a triumph. Long may The 
Theosophical Society endure to show the way by example, and 
to reinstate the Wisdom with such unselfishness that never again 
need it be veiled from us or withdrawn from our careless hands.

WATCHMAN ! WHAT OF THE NIGHT ?

The 28th of December is the “Blue and Silver” letter day for 
many of us in Benares and in the Convention—the 28th of December 
of 1911 in the Headquarters Hall here, the 28th of December under the 
Banyan Tree at Adyar, and year after year this date is enshrined in the 
heart and mind and memory of many of us for the new dawn and 
the new birth. Whatever may be continuing and whatever has been 
disbanded, nothing and no one can take away from us our treasure. 
With Suradasa, the Blind Poet of Krishna songs, we sing to our 
Beloved, the Eternal Companion :

snsfrir Utft 11
Thou art running away disentangling Thyself from my handclasp, 

knowing me weak and infirm : but I will praise Thy heroism only when 
Thou canst run away from within my heart.

Upasaka.
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