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pie throughout the world. Among the cardinal facts
in this scientific religion are the knowledge of the

interpenetration between the two worlds, the knowl
edge of holding direct communication with friends
and relatives who have passed out of our life,
are millions of people of both sexes, who would be ex
plicitly believed in any court, ready to swear that
they have seen, heard, and touched the spirits of
those departed from this life. It is a common oc
currence for a large number of people to hold con
stant communication with members of their famiy

who have passed to the higher life. Men of great
learning, of business shrewdness and success, and
women of high intelligence and purity, are embraced

in the millions.
“The reader will grant their words are quite as

good as the words of persons who say they never
saw or held communication with deceased human

B jll o T 0
Who shall discriminate? Who are the judges.

Who shall judge the quick and the dead ?”

Rev. John R White Rev. John R. White, formerly

a director of the General As

sembly of Spiritualists of the State of New York, and
recently president of the National Colored Spiritual
ist Association, passed into spirit life on Monday
evening, June 21, 1926, in the Harlem Hospital, New
York City, after a series of operations. *

Rev. John R. White is nationally known for his
many years of activities among Spiritualists of the
Negro race, for whose advancement he labored untir
ingly, the greater portion of his life being spent in the
services of Spiritualism. He organized many Spirit
ualist churches and was the means of stimulating and
encouraging the development of many mediums for
public work. His field of activities was mainly in
the Harlem section of NewYork City, where for many
years he was the acknowledged leader of the Spirit
ualists of his race, having earned for himself the title
of the “Father of Spiritualism in Harlem.”

Rev. White was married January 2, 1878, to Miss
Tanny B. Tyler, at Merango, 111. He was educated at
Wilberforce University, and in 1880 he entered the
Institute of Fine Arts at Chicago, 111, where he stud

ied the art of painting. For a number of years he had

been associated at the Metropolitan Museum of Art,

New York City, where he gained recognition and

marked distinction within the ranks of the best copy
ists of his days, especially in oil painting.

and studio.

Prior to organizing Spiritualism among the colored
population in New York City, Rev. White was actively

engaged in religious work, for many years doing mis
sionary work.

M any fraternities, as well as Spiritualists anid me

diumSwill realizetne absence of his physical presence

and m aterial wortn.

He WAS the founder of the Knights of AlIpha and

Ladies ofom e a,
No. 105, St.rauwr, minn .

| nere

Many
beautiful portraits and scenes bedeck his home, church

A member of the EIk-Gopher Lodge
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Odd Fellows, Frederick Douglas Lodge No. 9005, St.
Paul, Minn.; Knights of Pythias, Pride of Minnesota
Lodge, and a member of the Court of Calanthe, Min

neapolis, Minn. C e,
ev. White was pastor of the Universal bpintuaiisr

Church, and at the time of his passing into the great
beyond at the age of seventy years, was president of
the National Colored Spiritualist Association. He is
survived by his wife, one son, a brother, a sister, and

many relatives. -
The funeral services were held Thursday, June 24,

1926, at 8 p. m., in the spacious chapel ot Howell’s
Funeral Parlors, 137th St. and 7th Ave., New York

Ci’g.
ev. Thomas R. Hall, Rev. James E. Francis and
Rev. W. D. Poison officiated.

Addresses were given by Joseph; P. Whitwell, pres
ident of the National Spiritualist Association; Dr.
John Heiss, vice-president of the General Assembly of
Spiritualists, New York; Bishop P. 0. Johns' and

others.
Due to the many organizations being represented

the services lasted over three hours.

We do not draw the moral lessons we might from
history. On the contrary, without care it may be

used to vitiate our minds and to destroy our happi
ness. In history a great volume is unrolled for our

instruction, drawing the materials of future wisdom
from the past errors and infirmities of mankind. It
may, in the perversion, serve for a magazine furn
ishing offensive and defensive weapons for parties
in Church and State, and supplying the means of
keeping alive or reviving dissensions and animosities
and adding fuel to civil fury. History consists, for
the greater part, of the miseries brought upon the
world by pride, ambition, avarice, revenge, lust,
sedition, hypocrisy, ungoverned =zeal, and all the
train of disorderly appetites, which shake the pub
lic with the same

“troublous storms that toss
The private state and render life unsweet.”
These vices are the causes ot those storms. Re
ligion, morals, laws, prerogatives, privileges, liber
ties, rights of men, are the pretexts. The pretexts

are always found in some specious appearance of a
real good.

— Burke.

ramiiiuiiimaiER iR i - e e s hrir

Notice to Subscribers I

During the summer months of June, July, August

and September there will be two issues of IMMOR- !

July issue. The next issue will be the August-

September issue. During the balance of the year

there wil* be oue issue each month, making a total

of ten issues during one year. All subscriptions

are based upon twelve issues for one year and year- |

I ly subscribers will be credited with twelve issues. 1

TALITY published, of which this one is the June- ]
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Muzzling Religious

William K. Burr of Rochester, Counsel for the Gen
eral Assembly of Spiritualists, who drafted the Whit
ley bill vetoed by Governor Smith, has this to say
about the veto by the Governor:

“The proposed law was almost unanimously passed
by the Senate and the Assembly. We had every rea
son to believe that Governor Smith would not veto it,
since he has had so much to say about the rights and
liberties of the people.

“Naturally, we feel that a great injustice has been
done to a very large number of American citizens.

“The Constitution of the State of New York and
of the United States guarantee to every American
citizen the right of freedom of speech and of religious
worship and belief. No state has any authority to
invade or deny such rights.

“The Spiritualist religion teaches and its ministry
believe and demonstrate, that the statements concern
ing psychic mapifestations recorded in the New
Testament are true. They believe that the Apostle
Paul told the truth. They believe that, as it is re
corded in the New Testament, Jesus foretold events
through psychic and spiritual powers described by
the Apostle Paul. But Governor Smith says that such
privileges of beliet and practice should not be grant
ed to those who beiieve, teach and demonstrate that
the Apostle Paul told the truth. He says that to grant
such rights and privileges would be unconstitutional.
[t Governor Smith is right, the law which he is up
holding and defending is right, and Jesus of Nazareth
was a disorderly person and the Apostle was a falsi
fier. Under the same law which Governor Smith up
holds and deftends, Jesus and all His Apostles might
be arrested, convicted and committed to jail in the
State of New York, if they should do today what is
recorded in the New Testament they did in the days
of old.

“The alleged reasons assigned by the Governor for
his veto of our legislation does not appeal to us as
anything but an insidious attack upon our religious
beliefs and practices. Our Constitutional rights of
the freedom of religious beliefs and of the freedom
of speech were not considered by him, als the facts
will show by consideration of his words.

“The law against pretending to tell fortunes’ is
a police regulation, which presupposes that the power
to foretell events through psychic powers does not ex
ist; that all who attempt to do so are frauds and
cheats.

v “Such a law repudiates the teachings of the Bible,
the discoveries of science, and facts ten thousand
times demonstrated and proved by hundreds of thou
sands of men and women. Such a law as Governor
Smith approved in this day of advancing knowledge
is a remnant of ignorance and barbarism. It is un
fair, unjust, and has many times been invoked to per

secute honest men and women. It is a law which
lends itself to the notoriety-seeking, master-serving,

sneaking detectives, who, in some instances, have

joined Spiritualist Churches only to gain a better op

portunity to get evidence against a medium or min
ister that at some time, they have foretold events.
Then, with much publicity, their victims have been
arrested — sometimes thrown into jail— only to have
their case disirisseu for lack of evidence. Ail of
this has taken place near the cradle of liberty and
within the boundaries of the State where the Amer
ican flag was first unfurled as an emblem of justice,
religious and political liberty. ;T
“Governor Smith’s expressed reasons for thinking
that such a law should be preferred to a law intended
to grant, define and declare our religious rights and
privileges is unique, to say the least. He says, I
find a law” which makes all persons who foretell
events disorderly persons. He utterly fails to con
sider our constitutional rights of religious worship,
practice or belief. He utterly ignores our constitu
tional right ot the freedom of speech, but says ‘I
find a law.” By the same reasoning, if the Governor
should “find a law” which requires all American citi
zens to attend a six o’clock mass or be adjudged dis
orderly persons and liable to arrest, again our Gov
ernor would say to us: ‘Go to Mass or go to jail, be
cause “I find a law”.” If the Governor should ‘find a
law” which makes it a crime for American citizens to
utter a prayer which has not been approved by the
Synod or other ecclesiastical authorities, again he
would probably say to us: ‘You are disorderly per
sons, because “I find a law” which requires you to
obtain the approval of certain ecclesiastical ®author
ities to all of your prayers. You have failed to do it.
You are disorderly persons.” This is precisely the
argument which we have met in the days gone by.
[t is the argument which Jesus met when they hanged
Him on a cross. It is the argument which our learned
Governor hands out to us when we ask for a law
which grants, defines and declares our constitutional
liberties and rights under the Constitution of the

State and of the United States..
“Governor Smith knows that the Constitution of

the State and of the United States is supreme and
that, in case of conflict, constitutional rights always
prevail, that State or local police regulations must
fail and be declared unconstitutional when a conflict
between the two arises. He knows that if he had
signed our legislation, it would have withstood the

test of the Courts. > - 111
“Under the circumstances, we are not inclined t

accept his tlimsy explanation, ‘I find a law,” as the
real reason why he vetoed the almost unanimous
legislative decree that our rights should be recognize

and our ministers protected from the persecutions of
the past. In matters of this kind, we are not in
clined to the belief that ‘a poor excuse is better than
none.” We are face to face with an actual case

wherein the Chief Executive of a state has refused to
grant to certain of its citizens their constitutional

rights of the freedom of speech and of religious wor-
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Education

By Thomas Campbell

There is no word in the language that is fraught
with more vital meaning to humanity than that one
word — Education — for it carries within its scope and
purpose all the illumination conveyed by the aspira
tions and achievements of the past, as well as the
hopes and possibilities of the present and future.

We know that life and progress are in essence
synonymous, by virtue of the primary fact that only
through the education involved in the experience of
life, and co-incident with it, is progress discerned and
accomplished. And however much the true aim and
mission of education may be cramped and perverted
from the secular or academic standpoint— so palpa
bly evident in purpose and effect all through human
history, and never more pointed than at the present
time, the fact still remains that no movement or ef
fort of this character avails to stop or hinder the pro
cess of education from the universal standpoint,
which latter, incidentally, never before has been en
acted on such a tremendous and awe-inspiring scale
as that on which it is now being presented for the

enlightenment and edification of the whole human
family. This condition alone is both profoundly evi
dential and significant of the real nature and mission
of Spiritualism.

The phase of education with which we are primar
ily concerned, for its influences are first experienced
and most widely felt, is that popularly known as the
scholastic or academic, for it is into the control of
this branch of our institutional life that the young
are first inducted, at the most impressionable age,
for the ostensible purpose of preparing and laying
sound mental foundations for that which is to follow
in the way of what may be termed the duly pre
scribed and approved courses of applied education.
[t is readily apparent that the vital point in all this,
insofar as it concerns the character of the education
and its influence on the future of the pupils and the
community of which they are a component part, is
the nature of the control and spirit which dominate
the institutions to which the young are thus com
mitted, and in the atmosphere of which the forma
tive period is almost entirely spent.

[t requires but a superficial study of the present
educational system, coupled with an appreciative
understanding of the forces controlling the same,
and the motives to be conserved and furthered by
such control— the ruling object of which is to fit the
pupils for waging a living instead of living a life—
to enable any one to reach the conclusion that the re
pressive and perverted methods and ideals in vogue
throughout the entire field of scholastic education
are chargeable, as with every other phase of insti
tutional life, to the economic dominion of the exist
ing social system which subordinates human welfare
to the expedient subterfuges and hypocrisies that
ever accompany selfish exploitation and profits, as
the ultimate aims of effort and life.

[t quite naturally follows that in order to permit of
our educational system fulfilling its true mission ot
developing and unfolding the minds of youth along
the lines of truth, justice and beauty, thereby sub
stituting free expression for forced repression, the
present control of this vitally important branch of
the community life must be first changed to a social
control and administration of which the sole con
cern is the common welfare and the furtherance of
the true ideals and principles of cultural develop
ment for which Spiritualism stands, as the exponent
of all that is highest and best in the universal pag
eant of Life and Progress.

The psychology of the present educational system,
which above all else seeks to glorify and propagate
ruling class ideas and theories instead of universal
ideals and principles, is simply that of the economic
feudalism which presumes to and does usurp the di
vine birthright of mankind everywhere to freedom
of conscience, thought and action, without which
there can be no real freedom. The statement that a
stream never can rise above its source is a truism
that holds good on every plane and in all realms, and
so long as our educational system continues to draw
its inspiration and impulse from the murky and
malignant channels of greed and exploitation, it is
but vain to look for or expect a stream of true edu
cation to flow from such a source.

4- The gospel of Spiritualism contains no message of
more luminous promise or glorious realization than
that under its beneficent influence our educational
system shall be unfettered in the performance of its
spiritual function of mind and soul culture, to the
supreme end that humanity shall at last vision and
achieve its heritage of freedom from all bondage to
dogmatism and selfishness of every kind, whether it
be guised as economic, political, social or religious,
thereby truly rendering the world we live in safe for
the substance and not the shadow of democracy.

i~ It may not be amiss to remark that no great world
movement of universal spiritual scope and purpose,
such as Spiritualism is, can ever hope to fulfill its
real destiny by overlooking or evading its manifest
duty and responsibility with respect to the utiliza
tion and moulding of all recognized and legitimate
agencies of education. We know that Spiritualism
in its true aspect has nothing in common with mere
lip-service and pocket-serving, or the purely psychic
activities of those to whom the communication with
other planes means nothing more than an extension
of materialism; and accordingly its paramount duty
is not only to demonstrate the great principle and
continuity of life, and the persistence of personal
identity beyond the grave, but also to expound and
exemplity the universal application and validity of
natural law, based upon the supremacy of Righteous
ness. In keeping with this great mission, it is abso
lutely essential to bring to every soul a realization of
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shiD Let all who read remember. Let all compre

hend with great concern * be wiel™d to eiS f and

destroy*thole'wlvosTreligious opinions differ from his

0""We disdaim any responsibility for prejudice
or ignorance of the Governor. Truth is truth, and
factTare facts. Every fact which we know, he, too,
might know, if he would take the trouble to inquire.
But if he prefers to sit tight in his smug and ind

ferent attitude toward scientific truths and the right,
of American citizens and trample themjd er M

with the mere shadow of an excuse, again we say
that the responsibility is his.  Let all who read re-

m “TCeTlaw from which Spiritualists sought exemp
tion for the ministry of all the churches of all de
nominations, sought for no discrimination in favor
of any church. No special favors were asked and
none were granted by the Bill, hence the claim that
it was a preferential legislation has no foundation in
fact. If the Governor knows anything about consti
tutional law he knows that the rights and privileges
granted by the Constitution of the United States are
supreme. | repeat, that no State has power to pass
a law or police regulation which violates constitu
tional rights of citizens.

“The original law against ‘pretending to tell for
tunes/ which has erroneously been construed to in
clude all foretelling through psychic powers or spir
itual gifts, as the Apostle Paul described it, was en
acted in England many hundred years ago. It was
a product of the Dark Ages, when dungeons, chains,
thumbscrews, hangman's rope and torch were the
veto powers of those who enforced the laws. We
had hoped that un-American spirit which denied and
tramped under foot the rights of freedom of speech,
religious beliefs, teachings and practices had forever
passed away in America. But in the action of the
Governor we have a glaring evidence of the fact that
such is not the case.

“Our foretathers fought and died for the preserva
tion of their rights. Certainly, it is not our inten
tion to supinely submit to injustice so glaring and
so palpable.

As American citizens, Spiritualists have the same
rights as have the Catholics, Jews and Gentiles.
These rights will be recognized and defended in the
years to come. He who usurps the power and be
trays the trust which the people have given to him,
will some day know that his acts are not approved,
for every American citizen should have a square deal!

June —July, 1926

Forever Old Yet Ever Young

Spiritualism
By Mary 1. Longley

U. Spiritualism — or the demonstration of spirit" s
a5 Old as time itself, and also like the flashings of

eternity, forever young. Spiritualism is as old®H
human thought and reflection. It has always mani

fested to and through the radiations of life and has
been the building power of nature in the evolutions
of matter and the expressions of design. That is to
say, spirit has been the intelligent moving force in
and through the visible developments of nature, and
Spiritualism has been and is the codified classification
of this vital spirit energy in the thought and recogni

tion of investigating mind.

-In every century and clime, spirit has manifested
to discerning man, few of its recipients may have
understood its source or defined its purposes, but
from the few who have listened to and received its
message of light and truth, spirit has gathered
strength to “carry on" and pause not in its mission
of good-will to man. Every message from the world
beyond, bearing consolation to a mourning heart;
every demonstration of the power of spirit to move
material objects and to challenge the attention and
examination of scientific minds, and every thought-
wave of instruction from spirits to mortals is a new
manifestation of Spiritualism. Its recreating power
is limitless, its reservoir of voice is fathomless, its
universal purpose is without end, hence, Spiritual
ism is forever new and indestruetable. Should one
instrument or another be broken or destroyed, others
are developed and encouraged to take up its work.
Should one advocate or another weaken in its trust

and defense, others in its like come forward to testify

to its claims. »

f Its resources are boundless, its patience and deter
mination resistless — its foundations are fixed in the
stability of the universe and its activities are of na
ture — or the life principle—that beat and throb upon

the ocean of time and evolution that no puny man
can set aside.

Years pass, centuries are born, revolve and fade,
men pass on and institutions change; the oppositions
to spirit revelation perish but the revelator — Spirit
ualism—is never destroyed. While it is our right

and duty to defend our cause, our privilege to present
its truths to the world and, in justice, to combat its

We ask for nothing more; we can accept nothing
less.. Like early Christianity, Spiritualism has a
message for the waiting world. We will convey that
message. That message will be heard long after

those who have sought to crush and destroy it have
been forgotten." - ../

foes in their efforts to crush mediumship and to de

stroy Spiritualism, yet we need not cringe or feel
afraid.

Why should we doubt the power of the spirit to
overcome all adversaries and to put dogmatic oppo
sition to rout? The opposing elements of today will
be swallowed up by the inflowing tide of forceful
revelations tomorrow. Men die, creeds perish, su-
a 0 waxes strong, and
truth rides triumphant on its way, bearing the smoke
less torch of knowledge to enlighten the world1

NCHRIST MUST BE BORN IN THEE

Tho%gh Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be
orn,

If he's not born in thee, thy soul is still forlorn. A

K&

Johannes Scheffler.



June—July, 19%

Immortality

3

the fundamental fact that all progress,

and collective, is entirely dependent upon the desir
and effort manifested In any given case, just as an
achievement on this plane of life must be accom-

plishcd by and through the minds, hearts and hands
of those actually living on this plane, m cooperation
with those on other planes who are laboring for the

suns cium And purpose.

The importance and bearing of education in the
case of each and every individual is perhaps best per
ceived by considering the true meaning and relation
ship existing between soul, mind and spirit It is
t common fallacy to treat these terms as if they were
merely synonyms, but it should be understood that
while every one is a soul, every one is not in the
same state of mind and spiritual development. From
the viewpoint of intelligent being, a soul would be
nothing without a mind, and a mind would be
nothing without a spirit; or in other words, it is the
mind dominating the soul, and the spirit dominating
the mind, that determines its status and power at all
stages of conscious existence, here and hereafter.
Thus we see that education is a duty and a function
that cannot be evaded or perverted without incur
ring the penalty of mental and spiritual demoraliza
tion and consequent degradation, individually or col
lectively. When an individual grasps the full mean
ing of the statement that all progress is contingent
upon desire and effort, and that salvation, as well
as eternal life, are not vested rights or inheritances,
but solely the rewards or consequences of righteous
effort in each and every case, it will immediately dis
pel the fog and lead them to a right appreciation of
the paramount need and purpose of true education,
in every direction.

The advancement of the cause of Spiritualism calls
for and demands the best that is comprised within
the meaning of the word, Education, and by and
through the virtue of education alone can it hope to
rightly challenge and conquer its accomplished and
wily opponents in the ranks of materialism, who are
interested in the kind of education which best serves
their purpose in controlling the minds and destinies
of humanity for the ends of selfishness and vanity.
Verily, Spiritualism is a science, a philosophy, and a
religion, and this triune nature only serves to em
phasize the necessity for, and dependence upon, an
adequate educational program. The very democracy
of Spiritualism, in seeking to bring to all of God’s
children a knowledge of the great and beneticent
truths which other cults and individuals only wish to
hide and hold for their own exclusive and selfish ad
vantage. is a feature that must challenge the admira
tion of every fair-minded person and entitle it to its
proper credit and respect, regardless of any short
comings that may be pointed to in the administration
of this mission, from a human standpoint. Spiritual
ism not only exchanges the tears of sorrow for tears
of joy, but also removes from the human mind the
fear of death and replaces belief with knowledge;
and if it never accomplishes anything more than
what it already has done for the poor souls on other

planes that left this plane under the delusions and
darkness of materialism and ignorance, it would still
amply merit a crown of glory for all time.

There is no higher duty or responsibility devolv
ing upon every beneficiary of the truth contained in
the teachings of Spiritualism than that involved r
the spreading of this great message and knowledge'
to their fellow-beings on this plane of life; and this
can be most effectively accomplished by helping to
extend the circulation and influence of publications
like Immortality, which have been and are endeavor
ing to promote the true educational program, both
inside the movement itself and on behalf of human
ity at large. If all the individuals, past and pres
ent, who have known the truth .of spirit communio!
as contained in the teaching of Spiritualism, had
been big enough, honest enough, courageous enough,
and unselfish enough, to stand up and be counted for
the Cause, does any one believe for a moment that
Spiritualism would be where it is today— following
the world instead of leading it? The world has long
suffered under the delusions and illusions of the rit
ualists and metaphysicians, well-meaning and other
wise, and, in addition to the social benefits involved.
Spiritualism can confer upon humanity a very sub
stantial blessing by courageously embracing and per
forming its true mission in the field of universal edu

cation..
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look Beyond

By MARTHA SHEPARD LIPPINCOTT

Though dark thy path in life may seem
g And filled with constant care,

While sorrows in thy life have been
More than, for thee, seemed fair;

It thus will not forever be,
The storms will pass away.

And e'er the sunset of thy life,
Will dawn a brighter day.

The clouds will come but pass beyond,
And let the sunshine through,

While all the light of heaven smile,
To see what love can do.

The love of God lights every life,
When we, to him, will turn,

And to be lighting thus our souls
His heart will ever yearn.

Some day the clouds will pass away
And let life's sunshine through,

Then happiness will come to thee,
As it should always do.
Have faith and hope and ever trust

The best will come to thee.
Look on beyond the heavy clouds,

The brighter day, to see.



The Gospel of Character and Jesus Christ

By Prof. G. Henslow,M.A.

[t is sometimes asked: “Even if it be true, of what
use is Spiritualism? Is there any spiritual 'good’
derivable from it?” - A

The answer is so important that it is desirable
to give sufficient illustrations of what the spirits
themselves tell us about religion; so that we may
have a clear idea of what will be expected of us on
the other side, and especially how we must live here;
for the spirits are unanimous in insisting upon t g
lruth which our Lord emphasized: that we must pre
pare ourselves in this life for the next; so that we
may be already “at one” with Christ and God when
we wake up on the other side.

As we have lived, so shall we be; there will be no
external “punishments” or “rewards” immediately
awaiting us but simply the natural results or inevit
able consequences of our manner of life on this earth.
Such truly, but symbolically represent the meaning
of the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.

As regarding all who disbelieve in Spiritualism,
and do not care to take the trouble to ascertain
wherein lie the proofs of the many truths, and that
it is possible to communicate with those who have
gone before, it is hopeless to expect them to believe
that we now know* how Religion, or the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, is regarded in the Unseen World; or, in
what way the future concerns us here; who must, in
time, follow all who have gone before, e.g., Huxley
is reported to have said: “Even if Spiritualism is
true, it does not interest me.”

All who call themselves “Spiritualists” will per
haps appreciate any effort to put in a concise form
what each should regard as his real object of life
on earth; so that we should now try to avoid having
to undo much of more or less mistaken beliefs and a
career in this world. Moreover, I repeat, the spirits
tell us that it is more painful to undo a wrong belief
after we have left this plane.

In the first place we learn from the New Testa
ment that Christianity does not consist of Dogmas,
beyond the belief or conviction of the existence of
the Creator, who is a God of Love, or rather that
“God 1s Love” and in all that Jesus Christ did to re
veal by his own, the Character of the Father; or
what we must believe of God Himself. Not only “He
who hath seen Me hath see the Father” ; but “Blessed
are they who have not see Me, and yet have believ
ed,” and have faith.

Imperator says that we “progress on the other
side by persistence through the instruction of higher
intelligences, and by a gradual and laborious undo
ing of sin and sinful habits.”

A practical illustration corroborative of Impera-
tor’s words will be found in Mr. Heslop’s conversa
tions with his wife entitled: “Speaking Across the
Border-Line.” Mr. Heslop thus wrote by his wife’s
hand: “I have been away on a mission to the 'Land
of Darkness.” I had a sudden call to go there, to help
one to whom I was appointed a minister.

Your world is in darkness when compared with
the Christ sphere, but it is brilliant when contrasted
with these regions where I have just been. There
are souls there filled with the torture of remorse
more bitter than anything you can conceive possible.
Truly must they ‘work out their own salvation with
strong crying and many tears/ And we go to carry
comfort to them. To speak of the love of the Di
vine Saviour, which alone can lead them out of dark
ness into His glorious light.” /]

Now to proceed in our inquiry upon Religion— /m+
perator says very truly that “man must judge ac
cording to the light of Reason that is within him/’
That is the ultimate standard, and the progressive
soul will receive what the ignorant or prejudiced will
reject. God’s truth is forced upon no man. He offers,
and they who are prepared, receive the message. The
ignorant and unfit reject it.

“As the soul lives on this earth, so does it go to
the spirit-life. Its tastes, its predilections, its habits,
its antipathies, they are all with it still. It is not
changed, save in the accident of being freed from
the body . .. The soul’s Character has been a daily,
hourly growth. It has been a weaving into the na
ture of the spirit that which becomes a part of itself,
identified with its nature, inseparable from its Char
acter. It is no more possible that that Character
should be undone, save by the slow process of oblit
eration, than that the woven fabric should be rudely
cut and the threads remain intact.”

Mr. Heslop, as well as “Julia” and others, all speak
of the same necessity of living the Christ-life here,
to be sure of happiness hereafter; for such is “Re
ligion,” or Christianity.

“You hardly realize,” writes Mr. Heslop, “that you
have power (on earth) to ‘express God’ in your lives.
The acts and deeds which I had thought good, and
of which I was rather proud, were not regarded here;
but some little word or deed almost forgotten, stood
out clear and distinct. It was the purity of motive
that gave it value, nothing else. Remember that you
are building your home in Paradise all the time you
dwell on earth. It is the outer expression of your
thought. All spiritual and beautiful thought pro
duces beautiful surroundings; so that as you walk
about here, you can gauge the spiritual quality of
the inhabitant by the beauty of his dwelling. There
are no mysteries in Paradise, all is open, and every
secret thought is known.”

The following extract confirms Imperator’s asser
tion. °

S| | p have sometimes said they like to come and
communicate with us; and the writer of Christ in
You adds a remarkable sentence: “Since the mind is
the seat of pain, do you not see that unless you have
the mind of Christ, you cannot acquire it by freedom
of the body of flesh only? It is more difficult to con
quer on the plane of spirit; in fact you may long to
come back! Just where you are is the place to learn;
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may not be 1gnorantly hidden.
Begm by opposing sense suggestions Xo ﬁ i
not b T to suffer and decay, but are here for a P

pose. There is a reason for your place in the grea
plan of life, and no one else can do

SrLSSbh. These very colons
made steps of ascent; you can begin
vour life .. . You will find that this is the very op

portunity for the higher self to speak. Many join
with us as you read these words in prayer and strong
encouragement that you fail not bBegin, as we sug

gest in the simplest way, to realize that it is trod
that worketh in you to will and tojwo”*forHis_good]

pleasure.’
As a Headmg to Section 11, Kev. stainTOTTOSW

writes: “Much was made of the heart as well as ol
the head and the orderly development of the whole
powers of the body, intellect and affection were in
sisted upon. It was said that want of balance was
a great cause of retrogression, or of inability at any
rate to progress.

[ suggested,” Mr. Moses adds, “the philanthropist
as the man who came nearest to the ideal. The re
ply was as follows:

Hhe true philanthropist is he who grows likest
jod every hour. He is enlarging by constant exer-
*ise the sympathies which are external and undying,
ind in the perpetual exercise of which man finds
ncreasing happiness. The philanthropist and the
philosopher, the man who loves mankind, and the
nan who loves knowledge for its sake, these are
aods jewels of priceless value, and of boundless
promise.

“The philosopher, hampered by no theories of what
>ught to be, bound by no subservience to sectarian
>pinion, to the dogmas of a special school, free from
prejudice, receptive of truth, whatever the truth may
oe, so it be proven—he seeks into the mysteries of
Divine wisdom and searching, finds his happiness.
He need have no fear of exhausting the treasures,
Lhey are without end. His joy throughout life shall
®e to gather ever richer stores of knowledge, truer
ideas of God.

[he union of these two—the philosopher and the

philanthropist — makes the perfect man. Those who
unite the two, progress pro-
stress alone.”

Just as St James identitied “Religion” with Char-
Mter and Conduct, so Imperator thus depicts the

ideal character to be striven for in this life to be
acquired in full in the life to come.

With regard to the preceding description, Mr.
Mainton Moses replied to Imperator: “But you have
described a perfect character." He replied* “We
must eradicate selfishness in all its many forms
there must be no obtruding of self, or we can do
;othing. There is nothing so absolutely fatal" snir
it influence as self-seeking, self-pleasing, boastfuinass
arrogance o1 pride. The intelligence must be | ®
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ordinated or we cannot work upon it.
matic, we cannot use it. If it be arrogant and selfish,

we cannot come near it.  Self-abegnation has been
the virtue which has graced the wise andholymen

of all time. The §eers who bore of old the flag on
which was inscribed for their generation the mes

sage of progressive truth were men who thoughtl
little of themselves, and much of their work. They
who spoke to the Jews, whose messages you have
in your sacred records, were men of self-denying
purity and singleness of life. Jesus, when He lived
amongst men, was a grand and magnificent instance
of the highest self-abnegation and earnestness ot
purpose. He lived with you a life of pure self-denial
and practical earnest work and He died a death of
self-sacrifice for truth. In Him you have the purest
picture that history records of man’s possibilities.
They who since have purged the world from error,
and have shed on it the beams of truth, have been
one and all men of self-denial and earnest devotion
to a work which they knew to be that for which they
were set apart. Socrates and Plato, John and Paul,
the pioneers of truth, the heralds of progress, all
have been unselfish souls, souls who knew naught
of self-seeking, of proud aggrandizement, of boast

ful arrogance. To them earnestness and singleness
of purpose, devotion to their appointed work, forget

fulness of self and its interests were given in a high
degree. Without that they could not have effected
what they did. Selfishness would have eaten out the
heart of their success. Humility, sincerity and
earnestness bore them on.

“This is the character we seek. Loving and earn
est, self-denying and receptive of truth, with single
eye to God’s work, and with forgetfulness of earthly
aims. Rare it i1s, rare as it 1is beautiful. Seek,
Friend, the mind of the philosopher, calm, reliant,
truthful and earnest; seek the spirit of the phil
anthropist, loving, tolerant, ready to help, quick to
give the needed aid. Add the self-abnegation of the
servant of God who does his work and seeks for no
reward. For such a character, work, high, holy,
noble, is possible. Such we guard and watch with
jealous care. On such the Angels of the Father
smile and tend and protect them from injury.”

Imperator concludes the second section with this
exhortation to the Rev. Stainton Moses:

“Friend, when others seek from you as to the use-
fulness of our message, and the benefit which it
can confer on those to whom the Father sends it,
tell them that it is a Gospel which will reveal a
God of tenderness and pity and love, instead of 1
fabled creation of harshness, cruelty and passion
Tell them that it will lead them to know of Intel
ligences whose whole life is one of love and mercy
and pity and helpful aid to man, combined with
adoration of the Supreme. Tell them that it will lead
man to see his own folly, to unlearn his fancied
theories, to learn how to cultivate his intelligence

that it may progress, to use his opportunities that
they may profit him, to serve his fellow-man, so that
when they and he meet in the hereafter, they may
not be able to reproach him that he has been, so far
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as he could, a clog and an injury to them. Tell them
that such is our glorious mission; and if they sneer,
as the ignorant will, and boast of their fancied knowl
edge, turn to the progressive souls who will receive
the teaching of wisdom; speak to them the mes
sage of Divine truth that shall regenerate and elev
ate the world; and for the blind ones pray that, when
their eyes are opened, they may not despair at the
sight which they shall see.”

“You enquire of us,” wrote Imperator, “what posi
tion we assign to Christ?” In reply he devotes the
eighteenth section of Spirit Teachings to this import
ant matter.

“It is our task to, do for Christianity what Jesus
did for Judaism. We would take the old forms and
spiritualize their meaning and infuse into them new
life. We do not abolish one jot or one tittle of the
teaching which the Christ gave to the world. We
do but wipe away man’s material glosses and show
you the hidden spiritual meaning which has been
missed.

“This was the mission of Christ. He claimed for
Himself the ‘fulfilment’ of the Law, not its abolition
or abrogation, was His intent. He stripped off the
rags of Pharasaical ritual, the glosses of Rabbinical
speculation, and laid bare the divine truth that was
beneath all the grand principles divinely inspired
which man had well nigh buried. He was not only
a religious but a social reformer; and the grand
business of His life was to elevate the people, spirit
and body; to expose pretenders, and to strip off the
mask of hypocrisy; to take the foot of the despot
from the neck of the struggling slave, and to make
man free by virtue of that truth which He came from
God to declare: “Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free; and ye shall be free in
deed’.”

“He reasoned of life and death and eternity; of
the true nobility and dignity of man’s nature; of the
way to progressive knowledge of God. He came as
the Great Fulliller of the Law; the man who showed
as never man showed before the end for which the

Law was given — the* Amelioration of Humanity. He*

taught men to look into the depths of their hearts, to
test their lives, to try their motives, and to weigh
all they did by the one ascertained balance — the
fruits of lite as the test of religion. He told men to
be humble, merciful, truthful, pure, self-denying,
honest in heart and intent, and He set before them
a living Example of the life which he preached.”

This agrees with St. John, who wrote: “Whoso
keepeth His word, in him verily hath the Jove of God
been perfected. Herein we know that we are in
Him. He that abideth i Him ought himself also to
walk even as He walked.”

So Imperator observes: “The Gospel of humanity
is the Gospel ot Jesus Christ. It is the only gospel
that man needs; the only one that can reach his wants

and minister to his necessities.
“We continue to preach that same evangel. By
commission from the same God, B§ authority and

inspiration from the same source, do we coine now
as apostles of this heaven-sent g”pel”/We declare

truths the same as Jesus taught. We preach His
Gospel, purified from the glosses and misinterpreta
tions which man has gathered around it. We would

spiritualize that which man has hidden under the
heap of materialism.

“We would bring forth the spirit truth from the
grave, in which man has buried it; and would tell
to the listening souls of men that it lives still __
the simple yet grand truth of man’s progressive
destiny, of God’s unceasing care, of Spirits’ un
slumbering watch over incarnated souls.”

Mr. Stainton Moses, in commenting on this teach
ing, said: “It will not be accepted;” for one class
looks to the “Atonement;” another to “Ritualism;”
but few to Character and Conduct as being the Es
sentials of Christianity. N

Mr. Moses prefaces the Eighth Section with some
important information about himself: “From the
standpoint that I then occupied it seemed to me that
such teachings might be called by opponents atheistic
or diabolic. I, at any rate, should call them Latitud-
inarian, and I maintained at some length a view
more nearly approaching to orthodox teaching.”

He tells us that he was “trained in strict accord
ance with Protestant Church principles, that he had
accepted the tenets of that portion of the Church of
England called ‘Anglican,” or ‘sound High Church
man’.” He subsequently tells us what was the effect,
i. e.f after some years, of Imperator’s teaching upon
himself. He wrote as follows:

“From this time commenced that state of great
spiritual exaltation, during which I was profoundly
conscious of the presence and influence of one com
manding Intelligence, and of an action on my mind
which eventuated in a development of thought
amounting to nothing short of spiritual regenera
tion.” H 1

Imperator replied to Mr. Moses in the following
words: “You have objected to our teachings that
they are not consistent with the received creed of or
thodoxy and Religion. The Spirits” healthful life has
two aspects— the one pointing to God, the other to
man. What says the spirit-creed of God?

“In place of an angry, jealous tyrant, it reveals a
loving Father, who is not loving in name only, but
in very deed and in truth; into whose dealings
naught but love can enter, who is just and good and
full of affection to the lowest of His creatures.

“It does not recognize any need of propitation to
wards this God. It rejects as false any notice of this
Divine Being vindictively punishing a transgressor,
or requiring a vicanons sacrifice for sin.” Dr. West-
cott shows that “our propitation” meant Christ would

“propriate” the sinner, by otfering him His Flesh and
Blood. .

Imperator thus teaches that the only true Religion
is one of a practical character and without dogma.

On the continuance of life Imperator says: “This
mortal existence is but a fragment of life. Its deeds
md their results remain when the body is dead. Th*
ramifications of wilful sift have to be followed out,
md its results remedied in sorrow and shame. For
here is no vicarious ‘substitution.’
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“The consequences of deeds of good are similarly

permanent, and precede the pure soul and draw
around it influences which welcome and aid it in tne

spheres. . C e . .
“Life we teach you, is one and indivisible; one in

its progressive development; and one in the effect on
all alike of the external and immutable laws by which
it is regulated. None are excused as favorites; none
are punished mercilessly for error, which they wer.
unable to avoid. Eternal justice is the correlative of
eternal love. ‘We preach the religion of work, ot
prayer, of adoration. We tell you of your duty to
God, to your brother and to yourself —soul and body
alike’.”
The following is Imperator's Spirit-Creed.:
DUTY TO GOD
Honor and love your Father, God (worship).
DUTY TO NEIGHBOR
Help your brother onward in the path of progress
(brotherly love).
DUTY TO SELF
Tend and guard your own body (bodily culture).
Cultivate every means of extending knowledge

(mental progress).
Seek for fuller views of progressive truth (spir

itual growth).

Do ever the right and good in accordance with
your knowledge (integrity).

Cultivate communion with the Spiritland by prayer
and frequent intercourse (spiritual nurture).

“Within these rules are roughly indicated most that
concerns you here. Yield no obedience to any sectar

ian dogmas. Give no blind adherence to any teach
ing that is not commended by Reason,”

In Section IX Mr. Stainton Moses again raised ob
jections against Imperator's “unorthodox views.”

Imperator replies: “No doubt it seems to the un
prepared spirit to be new and destructive of older
forms of faith. But it is not so. It would be com
mendable to all who are not hampered by old pre
judices. We said that we must clear away much rub
bish; that the work of destruction must precede the
work of construction; that the old and unserviceable
must first give place; that in short we must clear be
fore we build.”

“Yes,” replies Mr. Moses, “but that Cubbish’ is pre
cisely what Christians have agreed in all ages to con
sider cardinal doctrines of faith.”

“No, friend,” replies Imperator, “not quite so. If
you will read the records which so impertectly record
the earth-life of Jesus, you will not find that he claim
ed for Himself any such position as the Christian
Church has since forced upon Him. He was what we
preach Him, not such as the Church has made Him.”

Then followed a crucial question by Mr. Moses: “I
cannot think so. And the Atonement: “What do you
make of that? Your teaching is pure and beautiful
but surely it is not Christian? Nor is it the teach
ing which one who uses the sign of the Cross would
reasonably be expected to promulgate, g, it geems
to me.

Imperator replies: “It shall be given in due course

cease now  After four days it came and occupied ten
pages of the book. It concludes with the words *“We
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would have you know that the,spiritual ideal of Jesus,
the Christ, is no more like the human notion, with 1 s

accessories of atonement and redemption, as men
have grasped them, than was the calf ignorantly
carved by the ancient Hebrews like the God who
strove to reveal Himself to them ... we would tell
you of the true significance of the life of the Christy
and show you, as we can, how low and mean are the
views of Him which we are striving to do away with.

“You ask how the sign of the Cross can be prefixed
to such teaching. Friend, the spiritual truth of which
that sign is typicai is the very cardinal truth, which
it 1s our special mission to declare. The self-deny
ing love which would benefit humanity even at the
sacrifice of life and home and earthly happiness— the
pure spirit of the Christ, this is what we would de
clare to you as the Godlike Spirit. This is the true
salvation from meanness and self-aggrandizement,
and self-pleasing and luxurious sloth, which can re
deem humanity, and make of men the children of
God. This self-abnegation and incarnate love is that
which can ‘atone’ for sin, and make man like God.
This is the true ‘atonement.” Not, indeed, a reconcil
iation of sin-stained humanity to an angry and holy
God, purchased by the sacrifice of His sinless Son;
but a higher, a truer atonement (at-one-ment) in the
ennobling of the nature, the purifying of the spirit;
the making of the human and divine ONE in aim
and purpose— the drawing of man’s spirit even
whilst incarned, up nearer and nearer to the Divine.

‘This was the mission of Christ; in this He was
a manifestation of God; the Son of God; the Saviour
of man; the Reconciler; the “Atoner’ (1. e., putting
man and God ‘at one.) And herein we perpetuate
His work, we carry on His mission, we work under
His symbol, we fight against the enemies of His
Faith, against all who ignorantly or wilfully, dishon
or Him, even though it be under the banner of orth
odoxy and under the protection of His Name.

“The days shall come when men shall recognize the
Oneness of Christ’s teaching on earth with ours; and
the human garb, gross and material, in which it has
been shrouded, shall be rent asunder, and men shall
see the true grandeur of the life and teaching of Him

whom they ignorantly worship. In those days they
shall worship with no less reality, but with a more
perfect knowledge; and they shall know that the
sign (+) under which we speak is the symbol of pur
ity and self-sacrificing love to them and their breth
ren for all time. This end it is our earnest endeavor
to attain. jJydge of our mission by this standard,
and it is of God, godlike; noble as He is noble; pure
as He is pure; truth-giving as He is true; elevating
and saving, and purifying the spirit from the gross
ness of earthly conceptions and raising it to the very
atmosphere and neighborhood of the spiritual and
the divine.”

In another chapter I will endeavor to prove, from
a study of the Greek text, that Imperator is certainly
right; and our interpretations have gone astray by

translating the Vulgate or Latin version, instead of

the original Greek text, to make our English Bible
m the sixteenth century. j

From “The Religion of the Spirit World.”
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Imm rtality

The Assembly’s Shorter Catechlsm

By Andrew Jackson Davis

Every century that rolls over the earth adds an What is this rule called?
other volume to the wotrld’'s Library. Each page
By sensualists— Pleasure: by Religionists— Scrip-
presents a kind of daguerreotype imopression of some
Lure; hy Harmonialists — Progression.
event, accident, circumstance, or development. A nd Who are most correct? -]k

each DErson IS certain to W rite something; the high
Those W ho, regardless of outw ard authority seek

and th e lo w , alike, are authors. Every individual

Progression.
thing also— the tree, the bird, the flower, the anim al,
the fountain, the sun, the star— is a faithful contrib Why do you think them most correct? al’
utor to the pages of this mystic cohesive Record. Because sensualists or materialists aspire after
W e transfer ourselves to the Ilifte of Posterity, physli Pleasure as an end; Religionists aspire after Truth,
cally and s piritu ally, d S hillside streamlets flow 9 S it is in favorite creeds and form ularie s : H ar-
onward to <create the Ocean. Hence, every person m om alists aspire after eternal life and endless im
has an Iim m ortal influence; even In this, the em - provement: of which Pleasure and Truth are the in
bryological sphere of human existence. On turning cidental developments and ever-healing concomit-
over and perusing the recently-written pages of this ants.
century— especially those contributed by the advane How many persons are there in the Godhead?
ing portions of our race— | observe the freguent re

There are in the Godhead and Godbody (that is

currence of im portan:t guestions, physical, social, _ _ _ _

to say, in the imperishable Mansions of Father-6od
m oral, scientific, spiritual. These guestions coneclu

sively D rowve th at the earth'’'s inhabitants experience _ _
developed on any star 1n the firm am ent or on the

dissatisfaction w ith the answers given by revered earth beneath: all men. all spirits. all angels. all
sources of instruection. Theological monopolies, |if archanoels and seraphs. which peonle the immeasur
out of time, antagonize (Iindividual progress; scien able spheres of life and animation; for we live and
tific discoveries sShould riot outnumber advancements move and have our being im the Divine Existence
in theology and religion; an opinion which, within whose hody Natwre Is. and Eod the soul. T
five years, has acquired prodigious strength and un W hat are the decrees of God?.
paralleled popularity. Encouraged, therefore, by .
The decrees of God are the eternal laws o°f hlS
the kind reception which several great im provemeHnts
vital system: written upon the constitution of Man;

in th e A rts and Ssciences have m et w ith am onygy ahbhle
and republished wW henever a Child is bhorn.

What are they called?

ably, I proceed to introduce a revised and corrected According to recent discoveries we term them AS

edition of the wotrld renowmned Assem@Bbly’s Shortert soclation, Progression, Development.

Catechism; and it is sincerely hoped that the altera Do these decrees— the laws of Association, Progression, and
tions and emendations here presented, although sim.i DevelOpment—apply to Individual Man?

lar to the W estminster method of asking guestions Yes, but only in that stupendous application of
and giving answers, will not be adjudged wuncharit ideas which recognizes man as a IMicrocosmical part
ably, nor pronounced by any theologico-monopolist of the Universal System.

te be an actionable dndringement apon Its prodeces W hat, then, are those decrees of God which concern the im

sor. Beginming, then, with the bhest and most peace mediate government and salvation of man?
ful understandings between the past and the present, A1l anim ate d beingS, especially mankind, are reg
|l venture the presentation of responses, to Im port ' lated by fixed laWS—thSical, Organic, spiritual —

ant Questions— in accordance, of course, W ith my the first determines the relation of the body to every
Fomeeptiom ot teachings evolven by the Harmonial . .her Object, its temperature, its elasticity, density,

Philosonhy. ete.; the second determines the relation of the or
ganic or vital requirements of the body, and regu

What is the chief end of man? lates the supply to the demand; the third determines
Man's chief end. in shortest speech, is endless nro the relation of the soul in its friendships and sym

sression: to do good, be happy. sel wisdom, and  pathjes for things both seen and unseen, temporal
aspire calmly toward perfection; to become harmoni and eternal; and, as lmphed by thlS admirable code
ous even as his Father-6od and Mother-Nature are of decrees, the happiness or misery of individual

harmonious. man is proportionate always and everywhere, before
What rule have Father-God and Mother-Nature given to di as well as after death, to his obedience to, or trans
rect us how we may obtain these ends? gression of, these divine mandates.

0 ur Heavenly Parents h ave given UsS a rule in th e
How can we ascertain these laws?

By the employment of our intellectual and social
and spiritual faculties. Each law, and its positive
requirements, can be perceived only by those parts

hroader scale, in the constitution and lyrical harmony

of the surrounding Universe.
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i? i*_i. if (1un i«w\  (ie-

or faculties 01 u" , 0/1 4 ~ tjie system of
signed to govern and harmonize with the sg/fstem

creation withou .

What do you mean by this?

[ mean that the body, by means of its sympathetic
nerve, 1s itself qualified to perceive the relation sub
sisting between it and all other objects and bodies;
that the intellectual faculties, by treasuring up
such observations, create a science of gravita
tion, juxtaposition, etc.; on this principle, of
like seeing and comprehending like, the organic and
vital functions perceive the chemistry of foods, fluids,
odors, flavors, sounds, sights colors, and the like;
the social and affectional principles apprehend the
nature and valuation of friendship, childhood, con-
jugialism, and universal identification and unity of
human interests and attractions; and lastly, the
spiritual faculties on the upper brain put forth their
marvellous far-comprehending powers toward those
stupendous, beautiful, vast, attractive, sublime, di
vine, celestial, and supernal Realities which exist rudi-
mentally on earth but fully bloomed and blossomed
out in the higher Homes of the Soul. Human beings,
therefore, may be physically happy and socially mis
erable, or visa versa, may enjoy the spiritual and
suffer in the organal department of existence, ac
cording as they conform to or transgress the law
which is designed to control and govern such depart
ment. Thus, each part of man’s nature hath its own
immutable regulating principle, which is of neces
sity the source of beautiful benefits or of painful
penalties, a cause of happiness or of misery, just as
the possessor may by his life decide.

How does God execute His decrees?

By living in accordance with the unchangeable
principles of his own physical and mental being; by

universalizing his spirit, and making the humblest
things examples of his love and wisdom.

What is the work of creation?

There is no creation; but formation perpetual.

How did God create man?

God did not create man. Man came from Nature's
matrix as a child from its mother’s womb; a Product
of Nature; and, like a child, looks to her for all
sustenance, entertainment, and instruction.

What are God’s ways of providence?

All things in the universe; nothing is especially
designed; everything comes forth in its natural order

and discreet degree; according to laws which are
without variableness.

Did our flr.t parenU continue in the atate wherein they were
created? -A

Our first parents, when they discovered that thev
were endowed with intellectual perceptions and phys
ical necessities, began to bestir themselves in accord-
& 111 '"8tinctt*  discovery and self-preserva
tion. They began to learn, to suffer, to subdue. Mar
riage and mechanism were found to be insen-
arable; as with the little birds which are compelled
to learn how to build nests for their young. On this

\
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principle, though upon an exceedingly low scale of

existence,  our first parents slowly advanced from
gt 1gnoriince to comparative enlightenment;

ye” they were the veriest barbarians when compared
with any portion of-.the Anglo-Saxon race.

Did our first parents never fall from innocence?

They could not, because they never stood erect.
They began physically and mentally in the lowest
part of the valley of human existence; hence, as there
was no “deeper depth,1 a fall was impossible. Yet
they have stumbled often in. ascending the hill of

progressive development.

How can you prove this assertion?
By the blessed and even infallible scriptures.

What scriptures do you refer to?

The scriptures which the true eternal God has writ
ten. The whole universe consists of sentient beings,
each of whom is an express word of the Supreme
Being. Nature is a book whose every sentence
proves the ascension of man from a small point of
life; the first productions of Nature are inferior to
her every subsequent unfolding.

What is sin?
Sin is a name for excess; a mark missed by man

in his development; a ditch, into which, when with
ignorance or passion blind, we stumble for a season.

What is the seque&ce?

We get pervaded, perhaps saturated, with its pol
lutions.  The deeper we plunge, the more polluted;
so exceedingly soiled at last, that we dread to find
ourselves in daylight. We therefore (mentally) go
into outer darkness; shirking the sun and gaze of
honest eyes, because of our debasement.

Did all mankind fall in the first transgression?

Nature, through all her parts, is regulated by the
same changeless principles — one being the law of pro
gressive improvement; hence, descending from the
primal races by ordinary generation, posterity is
benefited, not injured, by primitive misdirections; for
so great and powerful and just is the Divine Spirit,
that all evil is overcome by good, and one of the
original mistakes of our remotest ancestors has
proved more valuable as a means of victorious
achievement in righteousness than a million acts of
passive rectitude or negative goodness. Because such
acts, like man’s primitive misdirections, are not the
result of voluntary affection or intelligent choice,
based on adequate experience— but mistakes and
acts, on the contrary, stumbled upon and kicked out
of the sands of Progress, even as the precious dia
mond was thrown up into open day and proverbial
celebrity by the undesigning toe of a wandering sav
age — in which there exists neither merit nor demerit,
but discovery nevertheless and benefits innumerable!

Into what state did the fall bring all mankind?

What is theologically called a “fall” was in truth
the greatest benefit to mankind; it developed physi-
cal industry, beautified the soil, and improved the

climate, exercised the intellectual faculties, evoked
the sentiment of association, and awakened the spir-
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itual affinities; in short, according to this oriental
myth, it drove the Aristocratic Family from velvet
lawns, from paths luxuriously ornamented with
flowery carpets, from the presence of ceaseless per
fumery, from rustic chairs not the product of plea
surable invention and victorious toil, from natural-
tufted sofas 'neath the graceful arches of magnificent
trees never planted or treated by human hands, from
the lascivious pleasing of the lute-like song of para
disaical birds, from the flowing of rivers whose in
dolent powers had never pressed the ponderous wheel
of a cotton-factory or the pioneer’s saw and grist
mill; therefore, the fall was in fact the first step
up that hill which leads to manly enterprise and
womanly independence— the democratic road to use
ful Knowledge.

W herein consists the sinfulness of that state whereinto man
entered?

The sinfulness of that original revolution in the
halbits and manners of the Adamic Aristocracy, con
sists in the fact that, according to the account, the
act was not a result of pre-determination, but of
mere “idle curiosity" to taste, ad libitum, all fruit
indigenous to that sunny soil; in a word, the sin
(or pity) consists in the procrastination, in the lack
of industry and self-sustaining effort, which char
acterized the reputed first pair, and which they have
transmitted to all labor-dishonoring portions of man

kind.

What is the misery of that state whereinto man entered?

The misery to idlers and aristocrats consists in
the discovery that all true success and permanent dis
tinction depend upon sincere active individual Enter
prise; regulated by principles of justice, truth, love
to man, reverence of Father-God, and temperance in
all things—a misery familiar only to those who de
sire to live on “the labor of others/” who desire riches
and authority even at the expense of the Poor, who
love Notoriety and Popularity devotionally, and not

Truth* for its own sake.

Did God leave all mankind to perish in this state?

Blasphemous question! How can an omnipresent
and unchangeable God withdraw his spirit from man,
whose every drop of soul-life is derived from the

eternal Fountain!

Did God elect some to everlasting life, and others to endless

destruction?

God is the Father of the spirits of All men. Hence
all men have their entire’existence in the one omni
present Spirit of Deity. Think you that the Whole

can be happy when many of its parts are miserable /
Human souls are detached individualized personifi

cations of the Deific Nature and Essence; and the
imperfection or destruction of a single detachment
would, like the loss of a wheel from a perfect watch,
impair the goodness and derange the infinite preci

sion of the Universal Mechanism.

Who Is the Redeemer of Man?

[f by the word “redemption” you mean improve
ment in all things natural and spiritual, then man s
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redeemer is Wisdom—the beautiful Son of a holy
nuptial blending of Love and Knowledge; the soul’s

“Christ-principle” —a natural prophet, a prince of
ieace, a spiritual priest, a God-inspired king of that
ingdom which is within you.

How can7 Wisdom, being the sum of human attributes, save
man

By opening the soul to a perception of things
spiritual, angelic, celestial, and heavenly. Like a
peach which treasures up the perfections of the entire
tree which produced it, so Wisdom attracts together
all the beauties of the affections of both Love and
Knowledge (as explained in 4th vol. of Great Har-
monia), and thus opens the soul’s portals to Infinite

Love, to Eternal Truth, to Father-God, to Mother-
Nature.

What benefits do believers receive from Wisdom at their

death?

Pure Wisdom, having opened to the soul a glori
ous consciousness of the existence of a better and
less rudimental world Beyond, brings a great peace
into the mind and surrounds the believer’s bed with
many spirits and angels. .

What benefits do believers receive from Wisdom at the res
urrection?

At the resurrection, believers, being raised up im
mediately after the heart ceases to throb on earth,
shall be acknowledged in the Spirit-Land by wel
coming hosts of friends, and thus, unlike disbeliev
ers, be made direct partakers of that full enjoyment
which the harmonious only know.

What is the duty which God requires of man?

The one true eternal Father-God requires of man
faithfulness to the dictates of his highest attractions.
(See questions on “Life.”) To do right from a sense
of duty, or obligation, or fear, as most people permit
themselves to do, is far below that exalted motive
which prompts noble natures to do good and speak
the truth to gratify their attractions.

What arc man’s highest attractions?

Man’s best and highest attractions take their rise
in the superior part of the brain called the wisdom-
region ; that is, in the organs of benevolence, venera
tion, conscientiousness, firmness, self-respect, hope,
sublimity, ideality, marvellousness, and love of Truth.

What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedi

ence”?

God, by living in man’s soul from the very begin
ning, revealed to his religious or wisdom faculties
this law — “to be carnally-minded is death; to be spir

itually-minded is life and peace.”

How did God reveal this law?

God revealed this law, first, in the common rela
tions subsisting between man and man; second, in
the “still small voice” of integral perception of jus

tice, called Intuition; third, by the various spirits
and angels who presided and still continue to watch
lovingly over the earth, and who sometimes spoke
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in visions to young men, in dreams to women, and

through commandments to religious chieftains.

Where is the moral law summarily comprehended?

the

The moral law, which signifies

Nature, is summed up and most beautifully expres
sed in the body and soul of Man.

Where is the moral law truly visible?

The moral law is fully and practically exhibited
and fulfilled wherever a human being has attained
entire Harmony — to the fullness of the stature of a

perfect Man in Love and wisdom— by obedience to
his own divinely-originated and supernally-authen-

ticated twelve commandments.

What is the sum of the twelve commandments?

The sum of the twelve commandments is, to do
good and harmonious works, for the redemption and
ennoblement of your fellow-men. Such works to be
purely “good” must be wrought regardless of age,
sex, complexion, belief, or reputation; because the
Human Race is but One Family — all members of one
body —in 'v"hich there is neither Jew nor Gentile,
Nazarene nor Greek, Ethiopian nor Anglo-Saxon.

What is the preface to the twelve commandments?

The preface to the twelve commandments is in
these words: Write me as one who loves his fellow-

77

men.

What does the preface to the twelve commandments teach us?

The preface to the twelve commandments teacheth
us, that because man did not originate himself, but
came into existence involuntarily as the Child of
Father-God and Mother-Nature, therefore to love
and improve and render happy the .pathway of hu
man beings is the best and highest and most accept
able homage the soul can pay to the “Great First

Cause,” which was before all things and in which
all things exist.

What is the first commandment?

The first commandment is: “Obey the normal re

quirement of Self-Love;” which is the Central princ
iple of man’s existence.

What is required in the first commandment?

Tmmo rtm ii‘liy

immutable

principle of Justice everywhere manifested in tne
superlative Constitution of Father-God and Mother-

The first commandment requireth us to know and

ﬁnowledge the wisdom of Father-God by perceiv-

this law of Self Love to be the foundation of all

individual rights and liberties.

W hat is forbidden in the first commandment?

The first commandment forbiddeth both the ex

treme and the inverted practice of this central Af
fection; the penalty of disobedience being both im

mediate and remote, and, while persisted in, never

detached from the transgressor.

=

What is extreme and inverted practice?

Extreme Self-Love goes time-serving, fortune

hunting — full of baseness, being at once egotistical

illiberal, mercenary; while inverted, it produces op
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posite effects— not nobleness and magnanimity, but
self-abnegation, lukewarm carelessness, and persona

filthiness, as explained in the Great Harmon:a.

What is the second commandment?

The second commandment is: “Obey the law of
Conjugal Love with all thy heart and with all thy
mind;” for out of the operations of this principle
springeth the myriad generations of men, spirits, and

angels.

What is required in the second commandment?

The second commandment requireth the receiving
and the keeping of all pure and spiritualizing con
ceptions of the true marriage relation; the central
conception being, that Man and Woman are the two
fold manifestation of One existence, each acting in
the other as a Messiah throughout eternal worlds.

W hat is forbidden in the second commandment?

The second commandment forbiddeth the prosti
tutions of Extremism and the pollutions of Inver-
sionism; also the telling of all anecdotes, and the read
ing of unclean books, which tend to breed unchaste
emotions in*the soul.

W*hat are the causes of conjugal misfortune?

The causes are, first, ignorance of the use and
holiness of marriage; second, a lack of spiritual
culture among those who, in other respects, are in
telligent and exemplary persons; third, a transi
tional fact incident to the slow growth of the ages.

What is the third commandment?

The third commandment is: “Obey the law of
Parental Love with a pure and reverent devotion
for the foundation of the world is Childhood; and
the happiness of future spheres bubbles out of ter
restrial fountains.

What is required in the third commandment?

The third commandment requireth that parents
should respect the rights of the babe before birth
by abstaining from all blood-love indulgence; also,-
after its introduction to objective life, that parents
and guardians open many liberties to off-spring, and
teach the awakening faculties quietly and only as
they ask questions; until the season has arrived when
physical industry and mental discipline become both
natural and necessary; then the Harmonial Institu
tion should go on with the requisite process of har
monizing the body and mind of the young.

What is forbidden in the third commandment?

ine mu a commandment forbiddeth all inharmoni
ous examples by parents in the presence of the young *
such as intemperance, the use of tobacco, the excesl
sive use of meat, the habitual drinking of tea or
coffee, vulgar habits, profane words, lack of punc
tuality in promises, deceptive or evasive answers ex
pressions of prejudice against neighbors, reiteration
of slanders, opposition to persons who differ on re-
hgious questions; also every specie of irreverence

which could generate laxity of moral principle or
blindness to the Divine Existence.
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What is the fourth commandment? What is the fifth commandment?

The fourth com m andment is: “0bey the Ilaw 0 i The fifth comm andment is: “0bey the law of Filial

Fraternal Love with all thy soul and with all thy Love with all the spontaneousness o0f thy grateful

understandingtfor this Is that ©principle W hich s p iritfotr it Is this beawutiful principle which 1inks

Ilinds m an to m an in tlle vast Ilrotllel’llood oi races inierior to s"nerior, animals to tna n“man world,

What is required in the fourth commandment? What 18 required by the fifth commandment?

T he fo urth comm andment reaquireth th e exercise

The fifth commandment requireth the honoring
of that ennoblingyg sentiment of fraternal “charity, of “thy father and thy mother, because they were
W hich thinketh no e v I | a s in thine own house instrumental in giving you an eternal individualize d
hold so also in the habitations of thy neighbor; be existence! G ratitude is next to generosity. B ut this
cause, to the truly gifte d in W isdom , there is noth Filial law does not require a child to obey a foolish
ing unclean nor unrighteous absolutely, except in ¢the or intem perate parent; nor slaves to yield themselves
sense of mis-adawption or substitution of laws and blindly to the dictum of self-constituted m asters, w ho
condition s ; such, for example, as C m an adanpting appronpriate rights and assign only duties to those

him self to hahbits o f hody wW hich are ju st only to W h o S erve th e m : for no h um an heing IS ohligate d
some animal, o°t substituting for the government by any natural (or divinel) law to sacrifice Individual
o f civilize d races despotic and w arful law s W hich “rig hts’”’ in ordertr to nperform “duties”’ im posed hy
helong in justice only to savage and harhatric genera those arbitrarily ve ste d w ith authority.
tioms. W hat is forbidden in the fifth commandment?
What is forbidden in the fourth commandment? The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglecting
The fourth comm andment forbiddeth all transgres of this Filial homage which is due to every person,
sions of the princinle of Fraternal Love. Theretore, 1dea, or truth, that giveth evidence of superiority and
all theological distinctions are forbhidden. innate righteousness. All contemptuous treatment of a
What examples can be given of mischievous theological dis human being—all SCOrning (.)f those who live in pover
finctions ? ty ; all supercilious mannerism toward those who la

There are m any such examoples in ecclesiastical bor in fleld’ Workshop, or kitChen; all trampling upon
history; and yet more In the blood-stained history of the TlghtS OfOtherS; all mOCkingandjeering and hiss
hewild e'red h um anity. The O0Ild Testament recognises lng and hOOtingat that which (WlthOllt due investiga

s sters smd Staves.  Kimes and Subiects are wre tion) is pronounced prejudicial to morals and relig
o nted tn betd distinetion. 1 mear tnsuitine sna ua. ion; all irreverence and politico-sectarianism mani
& aternal words semcernine nieheisns and natricians fested toward the inhabitants of foreign countries
and principalities, either in thought or speech; fin
ally, and in short, all voluntary transgressions of
this Filial Principle in reference to man on earth, to
spirits in the heavens, to angels in the spheres, to
seraphs in the constellations, or to Father-God in the.
nuptial embrace of Mother-Nature — is positively for

| heart m ercile s s seéermons concerning the good anid

th e evil, the sheenp and th e goats, the elect and the

reprohbated, still resounding from puilpits as cardinal
D ortions of the gospel. T he genius of this doctrine

is utterly opposed to the fraternal welfare and Deace

ful P rogress-s o f m ankind. T he fratern al interests 0 f .
o | | | bidden now and for ever.
th e w orild are divide d h y 1t; e Vvery m an against his
neiuhbor. Ihe wmity of mnistory is marred by its W hat results will follow obedience to the fifth commandment?
D rom ulsation. 1t retards the srowih of the univer The results of obedience will flow like crystal wat
sal semtiment— "Ye are all nrethren. ai1 numan €rs through the garden of the soul. The effects are
history must be recardod as the erowih of a Tree — beautiful and saving like deathless flowers shedding
first, the Ilittle g e rm ; then, its subsoil expansion; then, lmmortal fragrance Oer the path Of llfe_GratltUde’
(he soims fortn eoif diverse reots 1rem tne sermina, Generosity, Patience, Devotion, Moderation, Justice,
D oint; then, the ascension of a tu¢fte d column from th e T these are the ]ewels Wthh beautlfy the true Chlld
centre; then, the appearance of thorns on this body, of Nature’ haVlng the power to brlng lOng life and
and some etimes unsightly excrescences; then, the re - prosperltY' § ‘ g Contlnued')
Drodiuction of the wunderground roots, with all their 1118080108 11TLITI1TI11111111110 0 AU I........
heautiful eccentricitie s, in th e form o f overground
branches; then, a n infinite reduplication o f these in I Self-Rellance |
th e shape o f tw ig s starting o ut o f branches:; and
_ _ I Henceforth, please God, forever 1 forego
lastly, bhuds of promise hre ak forth on each e xtre m Ity 1 The y0ke Of manls OplnlOnS I Wlll be
— mprophesying and proclaiming the approach of blos | Light-hearted as a bird, and live with God,
soms, and from Bblossoms, PTuit. So should the his I j tin( him in the bottom of my heart,
_ _ _ _ I i hear continually his voice therein j
tory of m ankind h e studied:; no com plaint o f evil, no
pulpit scolding, no canonical profanity. One time the 1 The little needle always knows the North, |
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IEDITOR’S NOTE.— The discussions of Reincal-nation, pro and con,

which began in the April issue, are being continued in this month, the

articles following being devoted to

defense of this theory. The opin

ions expressed in the Open Forum column are those of the writers and
do not necessarily reflect the attitude of the editor of this magazine.]

A Case of Reincarnation
By Eduard Herrmann

Some years ago there appeared, in an
[talian journal, devoted to science and
philosophy, an article which created a
sensation, because it was written as a
personal experience of a well-known sci
entist and physician, Dr. Carmelo Sar-
mona of Palermo.

This article is so full of interest for
searchers after truth, that I translate it
herewith, expressing at the same time
my admiration for the courageous doc
tor who did not hesitate to disturb the
wasps’ nest of the materialists, who
tried to drown the whole thing in a flood
of abuse and ridicule, the only weapon
which prejudice and ignorance always
have at hand.

Dr. Samona wrote in the Journal “Fil*

osophia della Science”:
““The 15th of March, 1916, our adored

daughter Alexandrine, five years old,
died from meningitis. Our grief and es
pecially that of my wife was extreme.
Three days after the death of the little
one my wife dreamed of her. She seem
ed to see her just as she was when alive
and heard her say: ‘Mama, do not cry
any more, I have not left you; I am only
a little farther away. See, 1 shall come
back to you, small like this,” at the same
time showing her a perfect little em-
blryo, and continuing: “You will again
have to suffer for me.”

“Three days later the same dream re-
peated itself. A lady friend who heard

of it and was anxious to console my
wife, said to her the dream might be

an announcement that the little girl was
ready to be reborn by het mother. In
order to persuade my wife of this pos
sibility she brought her a book by Leon
Denis about Reincarnation. But neither
the dream nor this explanation, nor the
lecture in Denis” book could diminish the
grief of my wife. She did not believe
in the possibility of new impregnation,
because one year ago she had a miscar
riage which necessitated an operation
and caused frequent hemorrhages.

“One morning some days after the
death of our little girl, my wife, full ot
tears as usual, said to me: ‘I see only
the terrible reality of having lost my
little angel and this loss is too great,
too cruel to have the least belief in sim
ple dreams like those I had and to think
it possible that an event like the rebirth

of my adored child could take place, es
pecially if I consider my actual physical
condition.” Suddenly, while she was so
desperately crying that 1 tried my best
to console her, we heard three knock-
ings at the door of the room in which
we were sitting, just as if some one
wished to enter. Our three boys, who
were with us, heard the knocks too, and,
believing that one of my sisters, who
used to come at this hour, was outside,
rushed to the door, calling:* “Aunt Cath
erine, come in.” But to their and our
great surprise nobody was to be seen in
the adjoining room. This incident made
a great impression on us, since it hap
pened just at the moment of greatest
despondency of my wife.

“Could it have a metaphysigal cause?
Was it in relation to her profound de
jection ?

“The same evening we decided to be
gin typtologic-mediumistic seances, in
which my wife, my mother-in-law, my
self and sometimes the two oldest of
my sons took part. From the very be
ginning two entities presented them
selves; one supposed to be our lost
daughter and the other, one of my sis
ters who had died long ago at the age
of fifteen, and who claimed to be the
guide of our Alexandrine.

“The latter expressed herself in the
same childish way and language she
used while living; the other one had a
refined and correct language and usual
ly spoke in order to explain some
phrases of the little entity, which were
not easy to understand, or for the pur
pose of encouraging my wife to believe
the affirmations of the little girl.

“In the first seance Alexandrine, after
saying that she herself had appeared in
the dream to her mother and that the
knocking was intended to indicate her
presence and to console her mother, add
ed: ‘My little mama, do not cry, for I
will again be born by you, and before
Christmas I shall be with you. Dear

papa, I shall come again; dear broth
ers, I shall come again; grandma, I come
again. Tell to all and to Aunt Cath
erine that before Christmas I shall be
with you,” and so on to all the rela
tives with whom the little Alexandrine

had s¢he best relations during her brief
existence.

% would be tiresome to describe all
the communications we received during
the three months. With the exception of
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some tender phrases to beloved persons,
they were mostly always a constant and
monotonous repetition of the announce
ment of her return before Christmas.
Often we tried to put a stop to this pro
lific repetition, by assuring the little en
tity that we would communicate the
news to all her friends, but it was in
vain, she did not want to be interrupted
before she had named all her acquaint
ances. This was strange; it seemed to
be a mono-ideaism of the little entity.
The communications ended nearly al
ways with the words: ‘Now I must go,
Aunt Jeanne wishes me to go to sleep.’
And from the very beginning she an
nounced that she could communicate

with us only for about three months,
for after this time she would be more
and more attracted to matter and com
pletely asleep in it.

“On the first of April, my wife had
the first indications of pregnancy; on

May fourth we received the' advice from
fho n+fi** entity* iM . thfiTP is another

one with you.
“As we did not understand this phrase

and supposed that there was an error,
the other entity, Aunt Jeanne, interven

ed, saying:

“ “The little one is right, but she can
not express herself well;, she wanted to
say that another being surrounds you,
my dear Adele, and wants to come back
to earth.’

“From this day Alexandrine affirmed
positively and obstinately in all her
communications that she would come
back with a little sister, and the man
ner in which she said it indicated a
great joy on her side. This, instead o4
encouraging and consoling my wife,
augmented her doubts and uncertainty.
A fter this curious message she believed
that all would end in a great deception.
Too many facts indeed must be realized
in order to verify the announcements:

1. That my wife should become really
pregnant;

“2. That she should not have a mis
carriage, as was to be expected at
ter the last one and Tier recent
sufferings;

“3. That she should have two chil
dren, which seemed the more im
probable, as neither she nor any
of her ancestors ever had twins;

“4., That the twins should be neither

two males nor one male and one
female, but two females.

“Surely it was difficult to believe in
a prediction which had so many com
plex facts with such a series of con
trary probabilities. In spite of all these
nice predictions my wife always remain
ed maudlin, incredulous and tortured, up
to the fifth month, although the little
entity entreated her in one of the Ilast
communications to be more content, say
ing: ‘You will see, mama, that you can
not give us a good constitution, if you
continue to deliver yourself always to
mournful ideas.” In one of the last se
ances my wife said that it was difficult
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to believe in the return of Alexandrine,
because the body of the child to come

would probably have no resemblance to
the one of the lost child, when the en
tity Jeanne quickly answered:

“ On this point, Adele, you will be
satisfied; she will look exactly like the
first one, maybe more beautiful’

“In the fifth month we were in Spada_
fora; my wiife was examined by an ex
cellent physician, Dr. Vincenzo Cordaro,
who said:

“’‘l will not say with absolute cer
tainty, because at this period that is not
yet possible, but it seems to me that
Mrs. Sarmona will have twins/

“These words were like a balm to my
wife; her troubled and tormented
received a ray of hope, which unftor
tunately did not last long, since soon
after she became so sick that we feared
for the worst. Dr. Co'rdaro assisted her
on this occasion, and, contrary to our
expectation, the danger passed.

“My wite being well again, we re
turned to Palermo, where the celebrated

soul

accoucheur, Dr. Giglio, examined her
and stated that twins were to be ex
pected. Thus the most interesting part

of the communications was confirmed,
but there remained others which had to
be verified, especially the sex, the birth
of two girls, the physical and moral re
semblance of one of theifi with the dead
Alexandrine.

“The sex became confirmed the
morning of November 22d, when my
wife gave birth to two little girls.

“The physical and moral resemblance
can only be veritfied after the children
have reached a certain age; but it is
certainly strange that, from a physical
point of view, certain characteristics
seem to confirm the prediction. The two

children do not resemble each!other; the

on

smaller one seems to be an exact copy .

of our lost girl. She has an hyperaemia
on the left eye and a slight asympetrie
of the face, perfectly identical with that
of our lost Alexandrine, at the igoment
of her birth.
“(Signed) Dr. Carmelo Sarmona.”
All these facts are confirmed by the
testimony of six witnesses, among them
Pastor Wiglej®of the Lutheran Church
in Palermo. In a letter dated March
20th, 1921, Dr. Sarmona states that his
two young daughters, now ten years
old, continue to develop very differently*
one resembling her dead sister more and
more, npt only physically but still more
in regard to her lilting and dislikings.

She is left-handed, as the other one
was, loves books and things spiritual,
while he* twin sister inclines more to

domestic occupations.

The living Alexandrine has a horror
of headache; probably a sub-conscious
remembrance of her fatal sickness,

which began with terrible pains in the
head.

“Two years ago,” Dr. Sarmona says,
“my wife told the twins that she would
take them to Monreale, where there is a
splendid Norman church. The children

7
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were never in that city, yet Alexandrine
said that she knew the place and began
to describe the church and surroundings
quite correctly. To her mother she said:

“-Do you remember we went there
with a lady who had horns and that we

saw there little red priests?’

“Then it came back to my wife that
she went to Monreale with her little
daughter, some months before her death,
in company with a lady friend who came
from Palermo, in order to consult a
physician about a big protuberance on
her forehead.”

This is an extraordinary
case, which goes far to proving the old
teaching of Reincarnation; but it is by
no means the only one,
brance of scenes and happenings in a
former life is not at all rare, and many
people could speak of them if they were
not afraid to become the laughing-stock

for persons who believe to know every
thing.

certainly

for remem

Reincarnation Proven Through the
Medium of Spiritualism

By J. S. Edgar

The believers in reincarnation are in
muchly the same class as are the faith
ful tollowers of creeds and dogmas -—
their belief is largely a matter of faith.
The believer in re-embodiment quotes
from the scriptures to bolster up his
views, as does his brethren of opposite
faith to prove that they are right in
their contention as to their belief. Ac
cording to Matthew, 11th chapter, 14th
verse, the Great Teacher, speaking of
John the Baptist, tells the multitude, “If
ye will receive it, this is Elijah that
was to come,” and corroborative testi
mony that the belief was prevalent at
that time may be found by referring to
Luke, 9th chapter and 10th verse.

Coming down through the ages, that
the belief was extent in other than ori
ental countries is found in one of the
works by Bayard Taylor, in which he
tells of a legend existing among the
German peasantry relative to Frederick
Barbarossa, to the effect that he lies
sleeping in a vault underneath one of
the large castles of that country and
would one day awake and come forth
and make all of his people a great na
tion.

The author, in the prologue of his ar
ticle, which was wielded into the rein
carnation photoplay, “Buried Treasure,”
states that the best example so far
known to science in proof” of that belief
is that of a Swiss medium, who, while
in a trance state, gives very good rep
resentation of the beheaded queen, Marie

Antoinette.

Persons who are believers in reincar
nation have been heard to state that
they were the re-embodiment of such
and such a celebrated personage. What
their knowledge is based on is best

known to themselves, perhaps revealed
to them through the medium of dreams
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or other sources and maybe largely a
case of imagination on their part. It

has been my fortune to have revealed
to me through the mediumship of the
trumpet, in private and in concert with
others and through visions revealed to
the medium and through other sources,

six past lives, during a period of 1800
years, namely, Egyptian, Roman, Arab
ian, Japanese, Persian and French. A
brief recital of what was given to me in
relation to same follows:

Nine years ago whilst undergoing a
course of’ treatments with a psychic-
healer, for an ill which I was heir to
at the time, he, on one of my visits,
took occasion to inform me that a spirit
of an oriental was flitting about the
room and seemed desirous of holding
converse with me. Asked me if I wished
to speak with the spirit and upon re
ceiving a reply in the affirmative, in
formed me that the spirit would prob
ably speak through him to me. A few
weeks after, whilst sitting in the si
lence) the medium’s mouth opened and
he commenced speaking in a language
that was the same as Greek to me, for
a short time and then changed to Eng
lish, informing me that what I had
heard was the Egyptian morning invo
cation to God and that the personage
was one of an Egyptian who had lived
over two thousand years ago and had
acquaintance with me at that period, and
that I had been a priest and taught
philosophy in the Temple of Isis. Never
having given the subject of re-embodi-
ment any fonsideration, it was a rather
startling thought to have thrust on one
who had been raised a good Presbyter-
* ian, without any warning, but being
open to conviction, I continued my con
versations with the spirit through the
person of the medium, ready and will
ing to absorb any knowledge that might

be doled out to me.

medium in
of the presence of a beauti
spirit, apparently Grecian,
who had a like desire to converse with
me. Upon receiving a reply in the af
firmative the lady commenced speaking
to me through the person of the medium
as had the Egyptian. She spoke of a
Roman incarnation which I had had, and
of a close relationship she bore to me.
I continued my seances with *he Egyp
tian and the Roman laay through the
medium, as well as in concert with a
number of others in trumpet seances,
for a period of six months. The lady
spoke of having a French embodiment
and said on different occasions that she
thought I had also had a French career

and had been a student in that life-

About that time I was seized with a
severe illness and during that period I
seemed to be living my own life at
times, and on other occasions that of a
French person, much different in char
acter from that of a student. After my
recovery [ continued my occult investi
gations in psychic treatments with the
medium, who would inform me of var-

On a later occasion the

formed me
ful female
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ious revelations that would be revealed
to him pertaining to me in visions of
past events during the course of the sit
ting. On one occasion the spirit of
Francis de Vaux came and recognized
me as the individual 1 seemed to be dur
ing my illness.

At a later period the spirit of a fem
inine relative of the founder Moham
medanism came and claimed a friend
ship that existed in the epoch in which
she lived, and through her offices I have
been enabled to speak to the spirit of
that distinguished oriental at different
times. In that life, according to the lady
in question, I was a pirate of the desert,
and had the taking habit in more ways
than one.

In my first incarnation, the Egyptian
who first appeared to the medium, I am
informed, was father to me. [ was said
to possess a knowledge of the occult and
other traits which were the means of
making me useful to that celebrated
personage, Cleopatra. With her and a
number of other beings at that period I
have held converse.

In my second re-embodiment, I am in
formed that I was a Roman commander
and a member of the senate in that in
carnation. From that life comes no less
a character than Napolean Bonaparte,
who states that he was a friend and
fellow-member of the senate and was
known under the name of Cleito.

Of the third incarnation, no other
characters have appeared other than Ma
homet and his relative.

The Japanese existence was one of a
thousand years ago, and was of short
duration, my course on this mundane
sphere terminating about the age of
twenty-two by means of decapitation,
being mixed up in a conspiracy which
resulted in failure owing to the tongue
of an informer.

The Persian life was uneventful, be
ing a scholarly existence which occurred
about the thirteenth century.

After the recognition by Francis de
Vaux, many persons familiar in the his
tory of that period appeared, notably,
Admiral Coligny, Jane D’Albert, Cath
erine De Medici, Margaret of Valois,
Gabrielle D'Estrees, Queen Elizabeth,
Mary Stuart, and others less known to
fame, as well as Cardinal Richelieu, who

played a prominent part in French his
tory during a later reign.

The Queen of Sheba states she was a
temple girl in my Egyptian life and had
a knowledge erf me at that time. By
means of her I spoke with that wonder
ful character in Jewish history — King

Solomon. Many other important per
sonages while on the material plane have

[ conversed with, but in an article as
brief as this no mention can be made.

Many of the spirits complain of mis
treatment by the chroniclers of the
evente in their careers. Solomon denies
the huge plurality of wives the scrip
tures credit him with. Nero claims he
was not the monster he is painted as be
ing, but that he did much to foster the
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arts, science and literature of that day.
Catherine de Medici is another who con
siders history has been very unkind to
her. The Queen of Sheba says relative
to Solomon that the wisdom that he is
credited with is as if all the wisdom of
this period were compiled in a huge vol
ume and the same should be labeled the

sayings of our chief executive.
Evidently all persons do not reincar

nate, if so, in some cases only at long
intervals, as both Cleopatra and Nero
say they have never re-embodied. Solo
mon made mention of having re-em
bodied, but failed to state the character
of same. Marc Anthony says in a -later
life he pursued an artistic career in
Paris; Admiral Coligny spoke of a life
as a farmer and Queen Elizabeth tells
of a humble and hard one since that of
the Tudor.

[t this article serves no other
pose than to strengthen the reincarna-
tionist in his belief, I will consider the
time not misspent in the formulation of
same. To the skeptic, to the narrow
minded and to those always striving to
discredit anything they do not under
stand, I will say this is no fairy story,
nor is it a phantasmagoria, neither is it
the elucidations of a distorted imagina
tion. The matter of obtainment is thor
oughly familiar to the student of the
occult and its verification is of the same
principle of its obtaining. It was un
dreamed of and unsought by me; I
might add in the words of the devout,
“That with God all things are possible
and He moves in a mysterious way His
wonders to perform.” Furthermore, the
names of those who look forward to the
second coming of the Great Teacher are
legion, yet were He to appear and per
form a feat like unto that of Cana the
chances are pretty slim that He would
not find Himself in durance vile on a
charge of boot-legging; that would
merely show that the same spirit of in
tolerance is rampant as has been down
through the past ages. If mistake has
been made, the denizens of the other
world are responsible. Asked how they
recognized me as being the character or
characters referred to, I would receive

reply that it was by means of my spirit
aura.

The belief in re-embodiment
very comforting nature. It serves to ex
plain the reason of the various trials
some of us undergo for no seeming
cause or reason, while our brothers get

* 5?*fathed- In a like case, the afflict
ed biblical believer tries to comfort him

pur

is of a

selt with the phrase “Whom he loveth
he chasteneth,” but he and his brother

mg only one life and going either to
one extreme or the other which, ana
lyzed from a point of justice, seems to
be mighty untair. On the contrary, the
reincarnationist, when undergoing vari
ous afflictions, trials and disappoint
ments, can console himself with the

ought that he is paying up for some

a past life will be re
warded by being exempt from a like con
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dition in some future one, while his es
caping brother will pay in a future or

has paid in a past embodiment.
The laws of eternal justice are very

exact, like unto the pendulum of the
clock, which swings both ways. So it
behooves us to watch well our actions
w hilst here. Napoleon says on his ad
vent in the spirit world he was led to
a lonesome hut in the desert and Cleo
patra states she underwent a state of
Karma that was anything but pleasant
for some time after her arrival on the
other shore. 1 asked a spirit as to a
certain wealthy individual who had pass
ed over some time ago, and was inform
ed that he was no better off there than
the poorest beggar is here.

[t matters but little if you were the
“Father- of the Bourbons” or a poor
lackey, for the millionaire of today may
have been “the man with the hoe” of a
a few centuries ago. The noble of the
past who led a licentious life may be
the cripple or the afflicted one we look
on with pity, paying the penalty of his
misdeeds of his former life. It is our
achievements while here on this
dane sphere that counts, our lives while
here being nothing more or legs than a
brief vacation in the progress of the
soul along the road as it marches
through eternity, striving to achieve a
state of perfection.

All Spiritualists do not believe in the
transmigration of the soul. Many are
prejudiced against the belief, thinking
erroneously, that it would mean the sep
aration from their loved ones on the
other shore as they journey on and on
through eternity. Others, like unto Nic-
odemus — they are unable to grasp the
principle involved in rebirth, and yet an
other class who base their disbelief from
what they receive through certain type

mun

. 0f mediums and in personal conversa

tion with ones who have only been on
the other side for a limited period. Of
the latter portion I would ask, if you de
sire to obtain information relative to a
country, would you turn to an emigrant
who had only been an inhabitant for a
Or to obtain a knowledge
or any

short time?
of the workings of a factory
other line of endeavor, would you seek
out an employee whose tenure of service
was of short duration? He who is wise
turns to the hoary head rather than to

the babe in the cradle when in search of
wisdom.
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U. S. Senator’s Wite Testifies
to Fact of Spirit Return

Mrs. Duncan U. Fletcher, wife of the
United States Senator from Florida, tes

tified before the House District of Col

umbia Subcommittee on May 21" that she
had been investigating spiritualist phe
nomena for 35 years, had conducted se
ances in her home and had proof of ful
filled prophecies of mediums she had
consulted. Both sides in the controversy
over proposed legislation aimed at al
leged 'traudulent fortune telling in the
N ational Capitol were heard by the sub
committee and a night session May 21
was agreed to, in order to close all hear

ings on the subject.

“1 have been an investigator for 35
years/7 Mrs. Fletcher told the subcom

which
she held to be proof of spiritual phe

mittee, and related experiences

nomena.
Mrs. Fletcher referred to the slate
message trick performed before the

committee on May 20 by Harry Houdini,
the magician, whose object was to ex
pose the ease with which “spirit mes

sages” claimed as such by spiritualists,
could be educated by him in manipula
tion of the slates. The message used in

his trick was signed Benjamin Franklin.

Mrs. Fletcher said
ed that “such a poor demonstration could

she was astonish
be put over”. She referred to a mes
sage from her father and said she had
that

“four other messages came at the same

proof of the phenomena, adding

time in a different style of handwrit
ing.”

“They were not from Benjamin Frank
lin nor George Washington, nor from

Queen Elizabeth,”
my own dear friends in

She added:
“l have had, in Washington within the

she said, “but from
the

invisible
world.”

past three years, prophecies received in
a deep trance, that have been fulfilled.
The one in the trance did not know then,
or now, what was being said in the mes
sage. Those prophecies were fulfilled to
the letter and they related to the un

usual, not to the ordinary matters of
life.
“As to mediums giving tips on the

Fletcher
“it is not the desire of the spirit world

races and stocks,” Mrs. said,
to increase the pocketbook, but to en
large the human soul.

“As to charms”™ I have had

dear little friends in my life who be
longed to a certain denomination who

some very

wore about their necks — medals they
called them — blessed by leaders of their
faith and for which they made donations
to their church. What would happen in
their case under the bill. It might prove
to be a very good opening to an or
ganization known as the K. K. K.” (Ku

Klux Klan.)

Referring to location of missing ar
ticles by spirit mediums, Mrs. Fletcher

told of the loss of a violin by a boy
years ago.

“About two years ago I began to get
messages about that violin, and its own
er,” she said. “I followed the directions
given me by some mediums and I lo
cated that boy, who had meantime lived

in France and in Russia, and elsewhere.

[ found the boy, and he found his violin
through the advice of mediums.”

“Do the
Representative Rathbone

claim,” asked
(Rep.) 111, a
member of the committee, “that you can

spiritualists

do that only by spiritualism or that it
can be done also through other means?”

the other

“Those
messages | referred to come from my
father, who was interested in securing

“] know nothing about

means,” the witness.

replied

the return of the violin to this boy.

“My mother was a natural medium. I
have for 35 years been investigating,
and I have never come in contact with a
medium who is knowingly dishonest.
Some mediums have more power than

others.

“I have had many seances at my own
home. I have had many ministers, doc-
tors? officials, world-renowned writers

who have had

in the electric light, without cabinet or
other paraphernalia, except a young girl

writings, in the sunlight,

in a deep trance. I have had dozens of

such conversations and have had steno
graphic record of some of them.”

Other witnesses before the committee
included the Rev. H. B. Strack, Secre
tary of the National Spiritualists7 Asso

ciation of America, and Mrs. Mabel
Rawson Hirens McDowell, widow of

James Alexander McDowell of Philadel

phia, the former speaking for the Spir
itualists on the one side and Mrs. Mc
Dowell as a witness for Mr. Houdini on
the other side.

Mr. Strack replied to allegations of
Mr. Houdini that there were no honest
mediums. Referring to statements by
the magician about his own religious
views Mr. Strack said: “I am surprised
and dumbfounded that the commaittee

should accept the statements of a con

fessed infidel.”
Mr. Houdini attacked that statement.

“My religion and belief in the Al
mighty has been assailed/7 he said. “I
believe in the Almighty and always will
so believe.”

The magician then called Mrs. Hou
dini to the stand, saying they had been
matried 32 years and “she has starred

with me and starved with me.”

“Am I polluted or vile, or am I a good
boy?7/ he asked her. His wife beamed

a smile upon him.
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Mr. Strack asked the
differentiate in any legislation between

committee to

honest and fraudulent mediums.

ihe present law and license of $25
to spiritualist does not permit any me
dium to commit any fraud,”7 he said,
“any more than an automobile permit
means that the driver can break a law.

‘We have the courts,” he went on.
“Those who have been robbed have re
course to the police and the courts. 1
am just as interested as Houdini, and
perhaps more so, for the elimination of
fraud in mediumship. He cited two or

4

three instances in which he said he had
cooperated with the police in stopping

the operation of mediums “whose record
he had.” I

“We don’'t claim to be fortune tell
ers,” said Mr. Strack. “There are none

in the
tion.

National Spiritualists7 Associa
Mr. Houdini said he wanted any
bill to define the line of demarcation be
tween fortune telling and spiritual me
diums. How can you prove a fraud
when you know nothing about spirit
phenomena?7/

“Do the Spiritualists use spells or love

charms?7 he was asked.

“We do not,77 he replied.

“You want to eliminate frauds?” ask
ed Rep. Rathbone.

“Absolutely,” replied the witness.

“Then why can’t we all get together
on a bill?7 said Mr. Rathbone.

“I accept your bill,77 replied the wit
ness, “provided there is some decisive
language to show a flagrant premedi
tated attempt to commit fraud.”

He added that the interpretation of
the communication was a factor.

Mr. Strack said his association had
690 churches in good standing, and
there are many other independent
churches, not associated with the na
tional organization. The teachings of
all, he .said, are “very similar.7

Mrs. McDowell told of experiences in
which she accused Washington mediums

of fraudulent practices. She said that
through mediums she had lost $607000,

accumulated by hard work.

YOUR FUTURE?

Let Us Help You To Blake our
Life What You Want It Tc Be

Your future progress, busines and

health can be greatly improved t rough
Cosmic Vibrations—we give you a I iping
Band. Moot successful plan tfor quick sure

results.

Send ten cents (stamps or coin) for the
plan how we will help you with our per

sonal service:

In return we send a sample copy of the
“Astrological Bulletins’* magazine and 80-
page catalogue of occult books, also infor
mation how you can secure free anas taro-
anal%fsis, efficiency sketch of yourself, too
“Helping Hand” and a Diet Book.

Address
Llewellyn College of Astrology

1507 SOUTH ARDMORE AVENUE
Los Angelos, California
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Jane B. Coates Answer Before

Congressional Committee

May 30, 1926. that this bill was in the W hite House
and Hoodini with his vile trickery forgot
To the of the House Comnut he was playing with a man of honor and

sought to prejudice the President’s mind
against me and my bill. Had 1 made so

of Colum bia.

gras a breach of delicacy towards our

It b a great Pririk]‘e’ My. Chairman, Executive as to bandy his name with

to here before this Committee and Hoodini’s accomplice. Mr. Coohdge would
deny the statement of Mr. Hoodzxd and never have permitted that to stand in
his paid accomplice, and to realise that the way of duty. The bill having been

what I say wfll be carried by the Asso  approved by Congress and allowed by
ciated Press ato every City and haalet the Agricultural Department is probably

great country of oars repudiai- as it is a most just and
to oar pe()ple any ous bill for damages against my

on my part of table tipping W hen the woman called me at
m g been <iiahitrii iInthe White 9 1 a Monday. 1 took the message. 1
I have never been inside of the remarked, ‘This is Houdmi’'s woman.”

White Howse hat twice in my life. Once I had expected her, but when she came

JEO S}.“O.W it to a Chlld’ and OI.lCE stand I hardly thought Mr. Hoodini would
ms Jjj hne to shake bands with Wood- ShOW so little acuteness as to send “The

I'a.W ll‘t.l‘W Mr. CoC I8k I dO.IIOtkIIOW Reverend.” If this woman would tell the
oihqwia than as one of the finest men (. .« and centlemen, any woman who
) ) ’ J
who has ever held office as Chief Execu wiD StOOp to the work Hoodini has paid

tive of ear ornery. o this woman to do, will probably regard
1 have from the beg]n“lng held a deep her oath as little, she will corroborate

respect for m e Who in the pursuance of the statement I am making to you.

fficxal duties has at aS times set
She had to wait twenty minutes be

fore 1 could see her. She was so rest

grief with the m of a great soal
and a great Oar Nation as a less that she annoyed me very much, and
b()dym 2 this troth. 1 do not | called to my maid requesting her to

the Pmidi nt or Mrs. hare her sit down. W hen she ramp into
my room, she had her hat on the back
diams. I have of her head, d soiled winter coat on and
of this. We d pair of awkward bone glasses. Look

by ing at her carefully.l said to her, “"W hy

am I impressed tO call you 'Reverend*?"

Oa April y hi L 5786. passed She started and thus gave herself into

to do with ne-

the tt On May 10 it J hands. I knew then I was right in
passed Smde, I said to this woman my conviction. She denied it and said
my hifl and she could not imarin* whv T #mk enph
it becomes a law I to pot my * In order to see her faee clear-
. _ ly* I said: "Those glasses are made of
wIl;Ii(imﬁaL I want it to stand fetes. Why do you wear them?
e x u g of truth, of spirit! them off; they will injure your
M M s pi—n of flff!; that] I gave it as a command, and she
wifi he aUe to pout to it with rea®y that I am convinced
_ANMArespeefe- She asked me Ho __ I practiced what we" call
1 amI h;d gotten 1t thll'l“ m quickly, and ek magic on this woman, and hynp-
: 5 the Senator™ near- *tted her. She obeys him as one in
ty to ﬂ:;tﬁ' déalllld 1 tllllmlél n ?a a Gentlemen, examine her close
cwed ahowt the Capita ly. This is only my suspicion, not a di-
: Chairman, possibly £nHI .

—onght 1 was a
faflL As soon as she took off the glasses,
I . % I said to her. “Now I know where I have
of Senator Capper’s You sat in the box at the

Committee at tﬁlga(ﬁﬁ‘;nbggﬂﬁ‘g the second box in the left when

rn—eltod that an. A friend of  ~ W here!” She said: ~I do not
taoB Hoodini, and I never saw him."

}IIIIBUiIJIjI‘ I do not kn(').“rasoaSt- Mow at that time I Hairvoyantly ’ 9
taor &:ﬁ «b of boiling water come us

Yto A er’f)ut I bane a great admin — the floor and 1 said, “Look here
friend, also asked 1 *fim m going U get into hot water- I

MB to help me, hot this, gentle T - r j * * fmder ®T chair. At that
Personal bO[. S T ” th e presence of a man by my

ormcn I remarked to thm wo "T feel as if I am
ahont 65JM . It is 04.750. S I | tee gives me that

*t once claimed trim « «
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her husband. I said, “I do not know
who he is, but a spirit named Lena also
comes here and puts her finger to my

lips, and does not want me to talk to

you.'®
She said, "W hy don*t you tell me who
they are? That is my sister.” She also

said she had been sent to me by John
Bolling, who had commended me highly
and wanted me to help her. 1 said, “I
will tell you some things. You are do
ing a work that is killing you. In your
heart you are sick of the whole dirty
job, and if you don’t stop it, you will

not live eighteen months.”

She said, “I am running a rooming
house. Am I to give that up?” 1 re
plied, “1 have not said you were running
a rooming house. I said 'give up the
work you are doing.* She asked what
she could do, and I said the Woman’s
Bureau paid $1800 a year to investiga
tors, and that she would be able to get a

job— that I would be glad to recommend

her to the police for a dandy job.
She asked me: “Did I not see that she

would be married in August?” 1 said

IIN O V44

She tried to force me into saying it,

and I said: “You cannot make me tell
you what I do not see, 1 see no man
coming into your life in marriage. I do
see this: A man will shortly come to you
and offer you a large sum of money not

to betray him. Do not take his mogqey,

it is tainted. It will get you in great
trouble.” I had in mind HoudinL She
asked. “"When will this happen?” And
I answered, “It might happen in twenty-
four hours and it might not happen for
five years, but that man will pay you
anything you ask him — he is in your
power and yon can ruin him — but be

ware bow you take his money; there is
d Life after Death.”

As she got up to go she asked me
how much I charged. 1 said: “Nothing
for the reading, but two dollars for my
time.” I never guarantee anything, as
we cannot and be honest. I also told
her she would leave the city very sud
denly to avoid a disagreeable condition.
She asked, “"Would she go south?” ]

“No, toward the water.” She
—id, “Atlantic City?” I replied, “May
be” I avoided giving her any direct

inform ation other than I have stated re

garding her work.
She asked me what I thought of Hou-

dnri. I said: “I never felt so sorry for
anyone in my life— that he had so much
good in him and was destroying him -

asked me his motive—did 1
Uduve he was working for a church,
said: “No—1 had heard be was, but <U.

not believe it, or that it was for public-
F P . that be was
a tfanatic and it be kept on exciting his

annd to the state 1t was in. H most of
aeeessitjr snap ,,d he would find him-

*elf m an insane asylum." *

Gentlemen, we cannot afford to take
— ch chances. There is a certain law of
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retribution. Mr. Houdini has placed so has met his W aterloo. Such a bill as manner emanating from me and treat
many people mentally in the asylum in he proposed can never be enacted, be this man in the future with the contempt
these talks that his thought may return cause it is unconstitutional. he has merited from all decent people.

to him and place him there. Thought is She then asked me to what organiza

tion did I belong? I said: “To the Amer

ican Organization of the W hite Cross

dini is destroying himself. I said: “I Societies, which was duly organized as W ashington, D. C.

the most powerful current in life today, Most respectfully yours,

and in seeking to destroy others, Hou JANE B. COATES

would like to protect him against him a religious assembly of the District of

selt—that our creed taught us to love Columbia to set forth the doctrine of G()()d DeedS‘ Consecrated PlaCQS‘
our enemies, not hate them, and to lift . . ! !
Spiritual Science and to have perpetual SkeptiCS

them wup. All that I said, Mr. Chair existence,” and I showed her the paper

man, regarding the W hite House, was eranting us that privilege, which paper By William J. Bryan, M.D.

used figuratively as a m atter of speech
—that Houdini need not think in this

bill that he was dealing merely with

I now present to you. I also gave her

one of our church papers and invited her Every word or deed that tends to fos

ter a degree of heavenly-mindedness in

to our mornin service which is held at
5 self or in others, commends itself as the

gipsy folk who crossed your palm for a [I a. m. every Sunday morning in the

L’Aiglon Salon, 18th and Columbia road
— in the daylight.

few pennies, or a medium who 'faked or forerunner of a flood of righteousness

defrauded, but that in the shadow of the

W hite House Spiritualism has pene

that gathers force as it speeds along on
the wings of time. And so it happens

trated, and in my mind I was thinking Here is a circular regarding the doc that the good in one’s life on earth re-
of Mrs. Harding, who openly visited me trine 1 set forth and which is sold for mams on earth to do good, while the
diums and many connected with her dur the large sum of five dollars per ten m istakes (and their results) are largely

. . o , , UV : interred with one’s bones—oblivion.
ing Mr. Harding’s adm inistration. I said lessons. Similar courses in other creeds

that Spiritualism was being investigated sell for twenty-five dollars or more. We The wit and wisdom of Shakespeare

and realized in the homes of wealth and wish to educate people to the Fixed 's an example of this assertion; and all
people once prominent on earth, but now

refinement where. thank God. it was Laws of Nature and teach them to re

i j : - construct their lives along higher lines denizens of the spirit-world, readily
being lifted out of the mire of trickery to testify to the truth of my statem ents.

the scientific platform upon which it be of right thinking and Christ conscience. And they declare, with one accord, that

longed — that this bill would bring vigor Our mediums are called Spiritual Science

, , . all would be well with them, personally,
ous protest from this powerful element A dvisers. We do ordain ministers after if they could only forget their own

to bear upon Congress. Spiritualism, passing our Board, but they must serve shortcomings when on earth, and thus

a licentiate of two years or more; be

gentlemen, is the coming science of the save themselves from bitter remorse ot

come proficient in our doctrine and live

world — it is the unfolding of a new grievous mistakes, both public and pri

a life of purity. To be a minister is

sense within man of which he 1is not vate, which they made while trying to

very different from being a member or

fully aware. Mediums of intelligence do pile up wealth, to support caste and

not claim to possess supernatural power adviser. royalty, to win fame by warlike con

w hich belongs alone to them. It is the Since Mt quest, or to subjugate others politically

Houdini’s last visit we have

slow march of civilization along lines had and economically.

seventeen applications for ordina

14

So it is that “fate yawns afar” for

called psychic. =~ When pursued properly tion and refused everyone. Only two

by study of Nature and self-develop well-known mediums of unapproachable all of us over our errors, but the bright

: 1 : star of destiny brings hope as well as
ment it awakens within man God-given reliability have been admitted as advis g 5

illum ination, and its rays beckon us to

qualities and powers. The Christ has ers. | heard Mr. Terry once say that the

light of spiritual knowledge, that

said: “"As a man thinketh so also is he.” -Billy Sunday was the best advertiser

proclaims to all that there is life, not

:/;]1:: I:laerll:;;::sdn;azll;r():;:;djf ttilereSC;:ii ;he devil had,” and I x./vant to state right 4.4tk in the spirit-w orld; and that all
| | | ere that Mr. Houdini has alm ost work who will may enjoy life’'s progressive
World without becoming more like unto ed the mediums of Washington to death movement, here, now, and also in the
the Divine Presence we call God. This by his generous advertising campaign. future, in the spirit-world of boundless
man Houdini, who speaks evil, sees evil, It is a commonly known fact that the hopes and possibilities.
hears nothing but evil, who stands here more you paint a thing with evil, the The sanctum sanctorum or holy cham
in the midst of law-makers and utters more it awakens the human desire to ber of the apostles of Spiritualism, is
evil words against scientist to the com eat the apple. But in this case people known as the seance room, where one,
monest trickster, who sees no good in who came to find devils have found two or more are gathered in His name
anything, has been practicing trickery angels, and Mr. Houdini has lost ground (Our Heavenly Father) to ccnmune and
and fraud for so long, that all men are ‘1 his statem ents. to communicate with the higher intelli
tricksters to him. He judges everyone gences, and it is no sacrilege to state
who differs from his opinion as a trick In my opinion, gentlemen, Mr. Hou that the private meeting place of spir
ster or a dupe of a trickster. dini signalled Madam M arcia and my itualists is as sacred and holy as any
self out, as we were the only two who temple that can be reared by human

W hat does he know of anything pure

or holy? He speaks from his heart and had the pleasure of speaking before this hands, >

mind. A tree is judged by its fruits— Com m ittee. I also think he knew that I [t 1is quite true that spiritualists,
his foul language and his insinuations would be quick to resent his untruth re during summer, have meetings in the
are the fruits of a mind either in one garding the W hite House and thought I open air at camp meetings, and in let,
of two states, vilely polluted and com would sue him for libel, as too many any place on earth where two or tsee

mon, or on the verge of fanatical decay.

have foolishly done. But he has missed are gathered in His name (God’s) ﬂ/

his shot with me. In olden days knights be justly termed a consecrated or

crossed swords with their equals, and place. Otherwise one plot of grou

Mr. Houdini has shown him self to be a the same as another, because God
created the entire earth as a dwelling-

I remarked to his decoy that I felt sorry
that a man who had had such a wonder

ful career and record as a magician

should allow himself to end his career 10€ unworthy of my steelL 1 shall not

in this manner, for I said when Mr. Hou give him the pleasure of having me sue place <for mankind, and it is true, also,

him for slander and libel, although 1 that other planets are inhabited by peo

dini brought this rotten work of his to

: : le similar to mortals of earth. Spirit
Congress and tried to hypnotize our have a right. I shall merely make this P p

full statement as an apology for Mr. m essages through competent

Congressmen and Senators into passing
A bill which violates the sacred rights
of the citizens of the United States, he

Houdini’s remarks regarding the W hite have disclosed the fact of habitation on

House and repudiate them, as in any other planets.



June—July, 1926

Immortality

A uxiliary Readings

Automatically Received Through Heien Welis
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Fifth Lesson
By Jansen

Allowing all the history of the past to
be more or less mythical and imper
tect, allowing that man may think of
God in terms of which Science does not,
and will not approve; still there are
many incidents that have come down to
us through word of mouth, through in
spirational writings which though their
exact wording may not be strictly in ad
herence with facts, give lessons so plain
that all who will may understand.

When, in the..silence of night and in
solitude of' soul, a wrestling in prayer
brings to a man the “vision of angels
ascending and descending upon a lad
der,” it may seem like a fairy tale, but
it 1§ not.

When Jacob, stricken in soul, prayed
unto his God, he became enrapport with
the spirit world which was close to him.
And as he looked he saw angels ascend
ing and descending the ladder.

This ladder was not of wood or stone,
it was an invisible electric wire that
connected the two planes of being.

Now prayer will build a ladder for all.
The earnest prayer of an honest soul can
raise that soul into a higher plane where
the air is sweeter, the senses are dulled,
and only the spirit is keen and alive.

You know how closely you ate watch
ing your growing child. You anticipate
his wants, you avoid all disagreeable
things which he might not comprehend.
In doing this you are simply carrying
out God’s law of watching care. Why
do you do this? Your child is no sweet
er, brighter or more attractive than
thousands of others. Why do you watch
and pray, guide and work for him? You
say, “Because he is MINE, flesh of my
flesh, bone of my bone, and I love him.”

Now you have reached the law of
electric force that “like attracts like.”
[t is because the same blood runs in
you, laden with the same kind of elec
trons that are in his veins, that you re

spond to his cry, and you suffer when
he suffers.

Why is a mother’s love the greatest
thing in love ever known to man? The
mother may not be as intelligent or ns
desirable as the father, but that child
was made from her blood and tissue and
food, and in that child’s formation there
were no electrons that did not come from
her. The child may develop into a very
different person in later years, but as a
babe he is his mother’s child, and wvi
brates to the mother heart.

[t seems a little like vivisection to dis
sect love, and say it is the similarity of
the electrons in the blood and tissue, in
the heart and body. But that is, nev

ertheless, true. Why, in later years, do
men and women meet many men and
women who call no leaping of the soul
towards them. Then comes the “one
man~ or the “one woman,” and all that
is of electric force within responds to
that ONE? It is the law of the same
force attracting to itself, the same that
is within it.

Now all this may sound irrevelant to
the subject. But you are choosers in
this world of earth life. You choose by
your inner soul’s demand what food
your soul shall receive unto itself. And,
in the passing of years when you have
chosen chaff and worthless food, is there
any wonder you have soul-emaciation?

When you begin to “seek the king
dom of heaven” you are beginning to
prepare your soul for electric forces to
come and revivity your torpid spirit,
and revive your dying energies.

You are the child of God, and the
electrons within you respond, in a great
er or less degree, with the God-sent
force which comes into your life only to
bless. As you begin to inhale the spir
itual air and bask in the spiritual sun
shine, the electric forces within you that
have lain dormant for many vyears,
spring into action, and in this action we
are only using the same law of “like
attracts like.” The soul cries for food,
and God never denies.

As more and more of the electric
forces within you are strengthened by
your contact with the God of Power, you
become a new man. Your intelligent
understanding of God’s loving power in
creases. Your ability to enjoy the pure
ly spiritual is developed™ and in your
soul, as in your mind, the electrons are
gathering, becoming stronger and more
potent for good.

Your purely electric force comes from
the electrons you absorb in air, in water,
in food. Your etheric electrons are as
a more rarified and spiritualized electric
force.

But it 1s all from God, and the two
join together, and work together “to
will and to do of His good pleasure.”

Christ came, not to destroy that
which we had, but to add thereto, and in
His lesson, we work. We only are use
ful to you as we can uphold your knowl
edge of God's laws, that you, yourself,
may apply them.

Many call upon us to aid them in
every detail ofllife, and by so doing
they weaken their own individuality.

This is like a loving mother, who al
ways carries her child and never allows
him to walk. He will surely have crip
pled legs later in life.

2

There is often unwisdom in love—we
see it here also. vijj~H

“So pray ye not that there should be
no temptation or sorrow come to you,

but that you may have power to over

come evil, to bear sorrow.*
* o %

Sixth Lesson
By Cornelius Jansen.

Anyone who has ever watched a ball
that is held aloft by a spray of water,

or fountain spray, understands how the
water pushes it up and the law of grav- -
itation causes it to descend.v These are
two opposing forces, but in their rapid
working they become almost like a cir

cle of electric power that makes a ball
remain within a certain radius.

The spiritual uplift in which our work
for you represents the pushing water is
often counteracted by your own earth-
desire, which is like the law of gravita
tion. The earth side of you demands the
earth food, the God side of you demands
the spiritual food, and you are held iii
position by this natural interlacing of
forces. You are of the world and yet
NOT of the world. Now, in the evolu
tion of your soul’s growth, the waters
from the Eternal Fountain are grad
ually pushing you higher and higher,
and the law of gravitation is therefore
made less perceptible.  You will never
understand just how your, natural and
your spiritual blend can be made as a
never-failing source of balance, or bal
last. When the spiritual is over-devel
oped while you are on earth plane, you
become “dreamers” and not “doers.”
Now, in your dreams you may soar to
greater heights, but if you are not ele
vating your inner soul by works, your
dreams become like the apples of Sod
om, bitter to your taste.

When your faith takes hold on the
truth that not only are you a child of
God, but that you are one also by your
own will, you then can feel the entire
world of doubt fade away, but there will
remain the desire to work. Your faith
will be alive because you live and love
and work—for the God you love, also for
your fellow men. Now, in this “work
ing out your own salvation,” which you
have often quoted, there is involved a
great electrical law. When, in your
faith, you say: “Would I could for the
God love,” there comes from your body,
and from your spirit, both forms of
electricity —the electric vibration that is
of earth, and the etheric or soul-vibra
tion which has the *power to reach away
beyond earth because it is caught by us
of etheric and re-inforced, as well as
caught in the greater current of God
power, or the higher etheric current.
When you are thus connected, you are
in position to receive that for your soul
that will act as fountain spray to the
ball, pushing it up and up, and holding
it in the current of power. Your elec*
trie current places you in a physical at
titude that is necessary for your etheric
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Let and scatter

broadcast the news of another world, the

us mingle freely
Kingdom of God, the region of eternal
life inhabited by spirits who once dwelt
on earth, and let us teach our children
that spirits can and do return to help us
with their messages of hope, knowledge

and wisdom divine — through wisdom

from the Most High. *

/  Our latent faculties of mediumship as
found in every one, should be brought
we

IN

out and put to practical wuse, as

strongly advocate A MEDIUM

EVERY HOME!
And we predict that the
soon come when all mankind will awak

time will
en to the importance of making a study
of spiritual science— Spiritualism — and

its daily practical application to our
ever-present duties, needs, and morality.

As God’s power transcends all human

does Spiritualism, as a
all

creeds, cults, religions and philosophy.

capability, so

overshadow man-made

philosophy,

We have a sincere pity for all honest

skeptics who are floundering around like
driftwood on a tempestuous ocean; they

are confused and burdened

with uncertainties, not knowing what to

m entally

believe.

So we say to skeptics, go where you
can gain experience from spirit demon
strations, and be convinced, by coming
in direct contact with spirit phenomena.
The proof can be furnished by any pri
vate medium in the home, or by a pub

lic medium in the medium’s home, or

public meeting place.

Why delay, when the proof of spirit
communication can be so easily obtained
by all?

We see no reason why skeptics should
continually listen to objections, who
cannot explain away any spiritual phe
nomena, when mediums stand ready to
furnish the proof that should convince
any reasonable mind that spirit-life and
spirit-return are both reasonable and
true.

The laity are quick to respond to the
demonstrations and the appeals to rea
son, and many are convinced of spirit-
return when they receive a message
from the spirit-world through a medium
who is an absolute stranger.

So we urge all to consult a medium,
and learn from personal experience, that
it is really possible to receive messages
from relatives and friends considered
dead perhaps, but who are living (as
spirits) and who stand ready to respond
to calls made upon them by all, whether
skeptics or believers, providing you give

the spirits a welcome and some expres
sion of friendliness

SPIRITUALIST HYMNAL
Published by the N. 8. A.

156 Spiritual Songs with Music Notes
Adapted for Congregations and Choirs
Price. Cloth 50 cents, 10 centsfor postage
Pasteboard. 25 cents, 5 cents for postage
Special rates for quantity

BEISS CORPORATION, INC.
312-316 East 23rd 8t. New York, N. Y.
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“I LIVE,” a Message from Ella Wheel
er Wilcox, written through Luella

Mae Heyl. Published by the Aus
tin Publishing Co., 4522 St. Charles
Place, Los Angeles, Cal.

A message from Ella Wheeler Wil
cox, “I Live,” automatically written
through the mediumship of Luella Mae
Heyl, consists of a series of over fifty
essays, twenty-three poems and nine
pages of personal messages and instruc
tions, making a total of 140 pages, well
printed and neatly bound, paper cover,
in book form.

Each essay in this book has a lesson
to teach, each poem has a word picture
of the philosophy of life to convey. The
book is resplendent with thought gems,
beautifully expressed and instructive.

In the first essay on Spirit Commun
ication, the author says: “There are
some who fear harm brought about by
this communication in the hands of in
experienced. This is possible, but those
who think such sacred, solemn services
are to be used for frivolity and non
sense are but getting what they send
out from their own minds. ‘Like at
tracts like,” and if one wishes to investi
gate along this line it should be done
only with the highest motives.”

Again in the essay on Manifestation,
the writer says: “Suppose we could at
tune the radio to the different degrees,
all varying in harmony, the nearest be
ing discordant, blatant, anything but
musical to our ears. @ Would we spend
time endeavoring to make that sound
more harmonious to our eajs? When
we know that by simple attunement we
could bring into our vibrations sweet,
harmonious, soothing, inspiring strains?
So with spirit communication, seek the
highest available. Then remember that
you are dealing with spirit. Do not at
tempt to force material demonstrations.
What if a table moves? What if you
hear knocks? Does that convince you

it give you any
satistaction? But if you feel in your
soul the presence of your dear one; if
you can attune yourself to receive the
very thought of that dear spirit, ah,
there is comfort, peace. @ Not through
another, but through your very soul, you
know and are convinced. And it is this
*1Ng4er *orm spirit commmunication
that we would have you perfect.”

In her message on Telepathy, the au
thor says: “Many people can by a little

y *?? Practice transmit messages
(telepath,cally) to another who is pre
pared to receive them. It would be well
* If,Ore Pe°Ple would avail themselves
of the powerful forces at hand, now
scarcely recognized. And it is easier to
reach a disembodied intelligence by
means of telepathy than it is to reach
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one who is bound by material thought

and environment.”
The first paragraph in her essay on

Inspiration begins as follows: “What is
inspiration? Many writers and many
speakers receive inspiration and work
inspirationally, yet do not recognize
their flow of thought and speech as
such. To speak or write (or any form
of expression) inspirationally is to speak
or write as dictated by the soul. One
may be inspired by the spirit of God,
one’'s own soul, or, the inspiration may
originate with other souls and trans
mitted to the soul of the speaker or
writer. This is often done without the
knowledge of the speaker or writer as
the case may be, and he or she may be
lieve that the thoughts originate in his
or her physical mind. i
The book will be found of great value
to the speaker of truth and especially to
the inexperienced investigator of spirit
phenomena. To those who are workers
and teachers, the book will be found a
source of inspiration and help. We are
glad to recommend the book. It will
help you to look upon life from a better
view point, and as Ella Wheeler Wilcox
says in her closing remarks:

Heaven is round about you, my dears,

So lift up your hearts, cast out all

your fears;
Rejoice and be happy, know ‘tis true,
Your dear ones LIVE, and wait
for you.

[ live!

I live!

Humility leads to the highest
distinction, because it leads to self-
improvement.  Study your own
characters; endeavor to learn and
to supply your own deficiencies; 1
never assume to yourselves qual- |
ities which you do not possess. |

--Sir Benjamin Brodie. |{

HARTMANN’S CALL TO ARMS.

Editor of Immortality:

Please favor us by announcing the
fact that we are planning to bring out
a 1927 edition of “Who's Who in Physi
cal Research, Psychism and Spiritual
ism,* which is now being compiled by
William C. Hartmann, the editor of
“Who’s Who in Occult, Psychic and
Spiritual Realms.”

The body matter of this new compi
lation will be confined to psychism and
spiritism in all their various aspects,
and every individual, organization and
society engaged or interested in any of
these subjects is requested to register

with, us .free listing blanks which
will be distributed in the near future

This book will be epoch-making, and
m addition to all of the individuals and
activities represented, will contain a
most complete bibliography.

Thanking you for your earnest sup
port, we are,

Faithtfully yours,

THE OCCULT PRESS,
Jamaica, N.Y., U.S.A.
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current to contact with. That is, if you A SOul,S Awakening

are depleted physically, your electrons
do not respond to the electrons that (Continued from last issue)

come from higher forces because they
By MABEL JOHNSON SMITH

are not enough alive to respond. You
must notice that all good-working medi

ums are in a condition of health. That
is the reason they can contact with the He gave Stoles a warm handclasp. every moment it grew worse. With a

Then he walked over to the shed. When shiver he sprang up and started on a

To make this a little plainer, suppose he reached the door, his companion run. Perhaps he could find some sort
you wished to telegraph your -friend in  came out and together they arose in the of shelter over where the rocks jutted
California, the instrument to which you air and floated upward out of sight. out from the hill. After stumbling

bring your message takes it and the Stoles watched them until they had ©OVer stones and bushes he reached the
wires carry it safely, but the instrument  djsappeared, then he sat down and bur place, drenched to the skin. He crawled
in California is defective, out of order, ;od his head in his hands. Dead! He under the edge of the rock, back in
has lost a wheel, or is filled up with any  coyld not make it seem possible. To where it was dark. Here the rain did
obstructive thing. The operator, no mat  {hjnk that such a calamity had befallen not touch him* The storm grew in fury.
ter how anxious and willing he is, will iy Of course, he had always known The rain came down in torrents, the
not be able to receive a correct message.  ihat it would come some day, but when thunder reverberated through the heav

| o . ever he thought of it at all, which was €ns and the lightning’s flash gave spas
Your earth station is given into your pot often, he, thought of it as being far ~modic, vivid pictures of that dreary,

higher forces.

hands, o | ahead of him—many years in the fu desolate land. F Tightened and sub
And you must care for it with all of its ture —when he had grown old and gray dued, he gazed upon this Spectacle of
demand§. and the pleasures of life had begun Nature as he crouched against the wall
You,t‘hslee]lgr)1 is needed and your food, and to pall. And, at those times, he had of the cave.
It seer(r)llslga simple thing to sa et your always had a fai.nt suspicion that he After awhile — hours, it seemed to
low Yo YERY might go to .hell if he d}d not mend his him — the rain ceased and all was still,
Progress along the path of mediumistic ways. But there was t1.me enough for  except for an occasional rumble of
skill that, he had argued to himself, whep he thunder and the sighing of the trees.
Is not our fault, but because your stub was older. He had expected to join a Relieved and very tired, Stoles re
born will church, sometime, and reform. Inside  15yed at full length on the ground.
Makes other duties as the most impor the pale Of, thg church, e tigured, .he With his head lying on the sand and
tant thing could cast his sins upon Jesus, and with  Lig arms flung out in front of him, he
And the caring for your bodies, slight. }I;IIS help he had had no fear but that  (josed his eyes. Just betore he went
We bring e would manage to squeeze through i, gleep he felt something nestling

the golden gates at the judgment day. gainst him, but he could not see what
songs you cannot sing, But he had not joined the church, and it was. In another moment he had

Because your knowledge of this neces  now it was too late. This was not the dropped asleep and everything was
sity for everything hell that he had heard about, though—  forgotten.

That concerns your health is in your the hell of fire and brimstone. “But it « * o * * * *
hands. is just as bad,” he mumbled. “Stifling |

heat and sickening odors.” He shook When he awoke it was day. The

When you understand how much is his head. “How can I ever endure it storm had passed, but. 1’F was still
dependent upon your physical condition —until I atone. .That time may never CIOUdY- He arose to a sitting posture.
then, and not until then, will you awak come. If it does not I shall have to Gl.ancmg .casually arognd he saw some
en to the fact that you are standing in  stay here, forever,” thing which caused him to shrink back

your own light and locking your own He sat there for a long time, think o horrpr. For ! here, on the . ground
doors. ing. It seemed to him that there was wherg it had lain next to his body

Remember, there are the two -forces, nothing to do but think. The clamor all night, was a ?,nake—the largest he
electric and etheric. One is in your i the shed had ceased. He had been 1ad ever seen. Coiled round and round,
hands and the other is partially in ours.  conscious, during his meditation, that it appeared to be asleep. As he watch
“Work out. your own salvation.” When people were passing and repassing him. ed it, fascinated, it raised its head and
you understand the law of “give and  They had brushed against him on their ~darted out its tongue With a stitled
take” better, you will see why I urge way from the carousal. One had even CUrse Stoles scrambled to his feet and
this upon you as a class. Your secret o bled over him in the dim light: hurried out of the cave. Bent almost
sin may be the neglect c¢f your physi  ,.4 as he had pic,ked himself up and double as he was when he emerged from
cal body, and that may stand in the way 1. viag away, he had hurled oaths at the cave he was not in a position to see

of higher development. Take heed and . he sitting in his way. But Stoles what was before him. Consequently he
watch. did not care. He had too much to ran headlong into someone and both

think of just then. What were a few went sprawling on the ground.

oaths, even though they were directed , Hey, you!” .he heard someone  say.
What the devil you doin’?

You messages you cannot take, and

' ' ' toward him, compared with the thought M »
Llf e in Etheric 1 that he was deag? If he had beengon A snake! A snakel!” gasped Stoles,
Letters purported to be | earth and alive, he would have jumped rﬁgammg his feet and pointing toward
dictated by 5 up and hit the man; but now he was t S cave. ;
RALPH WALDO EMERSON | dead, ar] nothing mattered. HumEh! Is that, al%? sngered the
Clairaudiently received by I , , , other. You needn’t a’beon in such a
HELEN WELLS S After awhile he raised his head and hurry to get away. He won't bite.”
o CV v Volume 1 of ; looked around. It was quite dark. He “Won't bite?” echoed Stoles “Well, he
" THE LITTLE BLUE BOOK SERIEs f  could just make out a form, now and  was going to.”
Price 50 cents then, ?‘,’;’ing i?t the (iilstgnce' dTh;,“ﬁng “Naw,” said the other, with a dis-
was rising. moaned and whistle " : .1 ;
| HEISS CORPORATION. INC.. through t}gle bare branches of the trees ﬁgﬁe’cj snort “But if he did, it wouldn't
| 312-316 East 25rd St New York 1 Jike the wailings of a lost soul. It be “I'd like to know why it wouldn't

gan to rain, a few drops at first, but hurt?” demanded Stoles
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The other flung out his hands. “Be
cause this is the spirit world,” he mim

icked.
“Oh,” said Stoles, much relieved, and
starting to'walk away. “I'd just as

soon not linger around here, for all
that,” he flung over his shoulder.

“Say, wait a minute,” called out the
other as he got to his feet and shut
fled after Stoles. “Where you goin'?”

“T don't know,” answered  Stoles.
“Anywhere.”

“Come on with me, then I'll show you
a good time.”

He walked along beside Stoles. He
was a short man. He came only to
Stoles” shoulder.- In appearance he was
a veritable tramp. His clothes were in
rags. One leg of his trousers was
torn off at the knee, exposing a dirty
leg and a bare foot. There was a worn
shoe on the other foot.

“Lost one of my shoes in the shuffle,”
he apologized, “and havent been able
feo find it.” .

As they went along he grew very
communicative. @~ He said that his
mother had named him Ephriam. “She
wanted to give me a fancy name, you
know,” he said, with a grin. “But no
body ever called me that. They always
call me' Eph. You can call me Eph, too.
That’s the name I go by, sir.”

Stoles glanced at him out of the cor
ner of his eye. He had thrown back
his shoulders and was strutting along
beside Stoles, evidently very proud of
his name. “Odd name, don't you think?”
he added, looking up at Stoles.

“Very, Eph,” remarked Stoles, trying
to keep from laughing at the little fel
low.

“My home was in Tennessee —Mem
phis, Tennessee, sir. [ lived there all
my life. Worked in the cotton busi
ness — wheeling cotton bales. Lots of
niggers down there. After working
hours we would go somewhere and
have a drink. Whiskey was free as
water. When everybody got all tanked
up, then the fun would begin.”

“1 don’t doubt it,” remarked Stoles,
dryly.

“Gee, but we used to have some good
times,” mused Eph.

Stoles said nothing, but the thought

carried him back to his own home city,
where he, too, had had some good times.

They passed the shed. There was
dancing going on within, and from the

noise Stoles concluded that all those who
had passed him before the storm broke,
a short time ago, had again sallied fol™h
for another all-day’s carouse.

“Shall we go in and have a drink be
fore we go on?” asked Eph.

Stoles hesitated as he thought of
Kate. “I'd rather not go in there,” he

answered.
“All right,” replied Eph. “Anything’s
agreeable with me.”

They walked along a little farther.

Stoles had no idea where Eph was go
ing. He strolled aimlessly by his side,
caring little in which direction he went.

Hnm rtality

Finally Eph said,
['m going down home.
with me.”

“Where is your home?” inquired
Stoles, asking the question just to make

conversation, not because he wanted to
know. It made no ditference to him
where Eph lived.

“Why, 1 told you once,” answered
Eph, surprised. “What's the matter
with your memory? I said my home
was in Memphis.”

“Yes, 1 remember,” replied Stoles.
“But you can't go back there now, of

4

course.” .

“I'd like to know why I cant. You
just watch and see.” .

Stoles laughed. “Say, you seem to be
a pretty good sort of fellow. You don't
swear like some of the others. But why
are you staying in this place? Just a
little bit wrong—up he*re?” He touched
his forehead.

“Well, I should say not,” exclaimed
Eph, indignantly. “But why am I stay
ing in this place? Because 1 stole, all
my life —stole everything I could get my
hands on. Oh, I used to love to steal.”
He held out his hand and opened his
fingers, then closed them tightly in the
palms of his hands. “Yes, I used to en
joy stealing. Great sport, if you don't
get caught. But that isn't often. 1
landed in jail three or four times. But,
do you know,” he added, looking frank
ly at Stoles, “I'm sorry I stole, now.
Though every time I go down there the
old temptation comes back upon me. 1
ought to stay away, but I can’t.”

“Can’t stay away from where?” asked
Stoles.

“From earth,” said Eph. “Where'd you
suppose I meant?”

“From earth!” exclaimed Stoles, stop
ping short in his walk and grabbing Eph
by the shoulder. “You dont mean to
tell me that you can go back to earth?”

“That’s what I mean—and let go of
my shoulder!” He shook himself free
from Stoles’ grasp.

Stoles laughed heartily. “Now I know
there is something wrong. The idea! To
be able to go back to earth after you're
dead!” And he laughed again.

“Say!” cried Eph, thoroughly aroused
by the incredulous words and laughter
of his companion. “You come with me.

['ll show you!”
He grabbed Stoles by the hand, and

they shot up into the air with such force
that it made Stoles gasp for breath. He
felt himself fairly flying through space.
The laughter died on his lips and he
turned pale with awe and fright. He
tried to draw his hand away from Eph,
but Eph only grasped it the tighter.
“Come on,” he cried. “I'll show you!”
They went for a little distance direct
ly through the air. The ground passed
swiftly beneath them as though they
were in a balloon. Then they made a
dive straight toward the ground and
Stokes held his breath, expecting to be
dashed against the great boulders which
projected themselves from the land. But

Better come

they
quietly through them. On they went and

downward, now.
}8¥Vv6?1um so&ﬁdgésmﬁgegri elarsa.ir and a

their feet.
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sank

came to the boulders and

In a mom”*tTbegan

“Look!” cried Eph, pointing toward
“What does that look like?”

Stoles looked down. At first he could
see nothing, then the faint outlines of a

town could be seen. As.he drew nearer

he saw smoke-stacks with dirty smoke

pouring from them, high office buildings,

towers, and, finally, the water front.
“A city!” he cried.

: I answered Eph, with a satisfied
air, thats Memphis.”

“Memphis — on the earth?”
otoles, still doubting.

“Yes, Memphis on the earth.” He
spoke in a decided tone. “Now, do you
believe?” A

“I'll. believe anything after this,” re
sponded Stoles, faintly.

“Come on. I know a dandy place—"
Still holding Stoles by the hand Eph
drew him down into the streets and then
to the ground floor of a building. Here,
cgathered in a large room was a crowd
of people—women as well as men. At
one side was a bar, where all kinds of
drinks could be had. At tables through
out the room many people were seated,
playing cards for money. The stakes ran
high and great excitement prevailed.

Eph took Stoles by the hand and drew
him over to one of the tables. Four per
sons were gathered about that table, one
woman and three men. One man had
just laid down four kings and had drawn
in the pile of money from the center
of the table. Eph slapped him on the
back.

“Good for you, old boy! Go to#t!”

To Stoles he said, “I've played cards
many a time with him. And a cheater
he is, too.”

Just then the woman’s pocket-book
slipped from her lap and fell to the
floor. It lay there, unheeded by her. Eph
saw it. He reached down, his fingers
closed over it, but when he raised his
hand the pocket-book still remained on

asked

the floor. He tried three or four times,
but to no avail. He pounded his fists
together. “Hell!” he cried, vehemently.

“1'd like to get that. I hate her and I'd
like to do something to hurt her.”

He thought for a moment, then he
placed his hand on the head of the man
nearest him, and bending down whisper
ed in his ear. The man, in pickin'? up
the cards® swept one from the table with
his sleeve. He bent down to pick it up,
and saw the pocket-book.

“Get it, old man, get it!” urged Eph.

The man straightened up and dealt
the cards; but quietly and wholly un
known to the others, he put out his foot
and under cover of the noise in the
room, drew the pocket-book slowly along
the floor to his other side. There he
placed his foot upon it until some op
portune time should dome When ne could
convey it to his pocket without being
seen. His opportunity came, shortly A
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“Yes, if you want to call it that. You
have created that life for yourself. You

will have to live it, for a time.”
“Well,” said Stoles, in a resigned

manner. s”If there is no getting away
from it, I may as well start in now as

any time.”
That is true,” answered Vail. fCome,

now, and I will show you th§ way to get
there. Of course, you know by this time
that you have the privilege of coming to
earth as often as you like.”

“Yes.”

“And you will probably want to come

often.”
“1 have no doubt of that.”

“Consequently, you will want to learn
how to ascend to your abode up there,
and how to descend again to earth.”

Vale took his hand and drew him out
side the house. They stood there, look
ing around.

“What a wonderful world!” exlaimed
Vale. “How clear and fresh the air is!
[t exhilarates like new-made wine!”

Stoles glanced quickly at him. There

was an enraptured look on his face, and
it reminded Stoles of the pictures of the
Christ that he had seen when a boy.

“Does the air seem clear and fresh to

m ,an: W hence

By Alcinous B.

Immortality

you ?” he asked.
and filled with gas. The light of the
sun seems obscured by a dark cloud.”
“That is due to your mental condi
tion,” replied Vale, “and—if you will
pardon me—to the sins you have com

mitted.”
“Well, if that’s the case,” said Stoles,

dejectedly, “I'll never see the light.”
“Oh, yes, you will,” Vale assumed him.
“We all see the light, in time.” After a
moment Vale continued, “To reach the
second sphere, your abode foriRe pres
ent, you should think intently of that
sphere. Picture that place in your mind
and say to yourself, I am going there.
[ shall soon be there.” Immediately you
will feel yourself rising and floating
through the air. You need not think
of how you are going, nor what route
you will take. Just keep your mind
fixed on your destination and you will
soon find yourself there. We travel with
great rapidity in this world. After you
have traveled awhile and grown used to
it, your desire, will take you instantly to

where you wish to go.”

“Yes, it is a quick way to travel,” said
Stoles.  “1 learned t]gat when I came
down.”

an
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“Well,” said Vale, as though mstruct-
[ ing a pupil. “Let us see if you can reach
the second sphere without any help.”

Stoles grasped Vale’s hand tightly and
closed his eyes. He imagined himself
in the second sphere sitting under the
barren tree. He repeated the words
which Vale had told him to say. Before
he had uttered the last words his feet
had left the ground. He opened his
eyes. The earth was far beneath him.
His mind strayed to thoughts of his
earthly home, and the saloon which he
had visited. He heard Vale say, “We
are traveling very slowly. If you want
to get to your destination quickly, you
must forget, for the time, those scenes
down there.”

Stoles drew his mind from those places
on the earth and turned his thoughts
again toward the second sphere. In a
moment he heard the discordant music
in the shed, and, floating past that, set
tled down underneath the familiar tree.

“Well, here I am,” said he. “Now,
what shall I do?”

“Live as near right as you can,” said
Vale, with a smile.

“That’s not so easy as you may think,”
replied Stoles, gloomily.

“True,” answered Vale, “but you can
try.” He shook hands with Stoles. “If

you need help at any time, call on me.”

Left to himselt, Stoles breathed a sigh.
What was he to do in this place until
his earthly sins were atoned for? And
how could he atone for them, thereby
making his stay of shorter duration?
Vale had said, “Live right,” but how
could he live right amid such people and
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At this moment his meditations were
interrupted by the words, “Well, if it
isn't the swell from Fifth avenue,” and
looking around he beheld Kate advan
cing toward him. Two haggard-looking
women we're with her. When they came

up to Stoles, Kate left them with a
wave of her hand. "

° 1

“You can go, girls,” she said. “Two’s
company, you know.”  And taking the
hint, they departed, while Kate seated
herselt beside Stoles and linked her atm
through his. “You bet I am glad to see
you again. [ thought I had lost you.
Where have you been?”

“Is it any of
asked, sullenly.

your business?” he

She drew down the corners of her

mouth. “Is that any way to talk to a
lady?” she asked.

He turned his back upon her. “You're
not a lady.”

Is that so?” she retorted. “Well,

youre not a gentleman, either.”

After a little silence she took his arm
again and drew him toward her. “See
here. Let’s not quarrel. I like you. 1
think you are the nicest man I've seen
around these parts.” Then she noticed
his change of clothes. “You've got on
another suit,” she exclaimed. “Now I
know you have been somewhere— prob
ably to earth. Haven't you?

Stoles nodded without looking her
way. _ S

“This doesn’t look any better than the
other,” she commented, “the only dif
ference is the color. Strange we can't
have decent clothes in this part of the
spirit world. Everything we put on goes
to pieces. @ And some can’t keep any
clothes on—that is, not much. Those
persons must have lived a pretty bad
life, down below.

(To be continued)
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