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THE GREAT AWAKENING.
BY CHARLES JOHNSTON—Bengal Civil Service, Retired.

“ As a marvel one beholds this; as a marvel another teils of it; as
%marvel &mo_ther hears It; yet even he who hears it, knows it not."—
hagavad Gita, 1.

The theme of the Songs of the Masteris the theme of all the great
Scriptures of the world; something so wonderful that it can hardly
be told in the simple human Speech at all; yet something so dominant
that the sense of it underlies all human speech, without a_n%/ exception
whatever. The Scriptures of all lands have dealt with no other
matter, for it is the presence of this wonderful theme alone which
gives a book the rl(?ht to the name of Scriptures; yet, though all teil
of it, one may read them all and not sur[)_rlse.the secret; there must
be another to teach, an answering revelation in the reader, illumining
what he reads, or he will read in vain. _

According to national and individual character, each ?reat nation,
each nation which has added something to the eternal treasure of
man, has put on record its insight into this great secret; it cannot be
expressed in words, so that he who runs may read, but it can be

1
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expressed in symbols, which endure better than words; yet they will
ever be understood only by him who has the key to the symbol.
Most of the nations, most of the great men, heroes and sages, who
have drawn near to the secret, have put their vision on record in terms
of their personal and national history, using these as the symbols of
their script: and the careless reader whose eyes have never been
opened to the all-present mystery will take that record to be history
only, as though a barbarian were to see in a picture only so many
spaces of color, failing to understand or suspect the presence of the
picture which these color-spaces made. In this the Bhaﬁavad Gita
IS like all the rest; it is much easier to miss the message than to find
it, for the essence of the matter is that this secret can be revealed only
to those who have some inkling of it already: some insight born of
the ripening_of their souls. _ _

In the "Eastern Books there is a wonderfui word which, for those
who have ears to hear, almost flashes forth the heart of the message.
The sage Is spoken of, not as seer, prophet or teacher, but quite
simply “as “ he who has passed over, who has crossed to the other
shore.” In the same way the Saviors of mankind are spoken of as
“ those who have crossed back” ; as though there was on that sacred
shore an august Company of immortals, the real and divine humanity,
from whosé being our” human life alone draws its purpose and
significance. o _

For there is a river, an ocean, hordering this our human life, and
there are those who find their way across to the other shore. In
comﬁanson with this event all other happenings in human history are
as the glinting of glow-worms to the shining of the noonday’sun.
Yet so easy is It to pass by this great central truth that you may read
all the accepted records of the historians, all the annals and chronicles
of human events, and never suspect its presence, or know that, for
bhe% |ﬂ%\|’\r%r of our race, this mystery has been an open secret from the

Take what is received as our history: the dim, pre-historic ages,
through which, shadowed by the huger forms of mammoth and cave-
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bear, mastodon and sword-toothed tiger, by glacial ranges and pleis-
tocene lakes, wandered man paleolithic, and then his younger
neolithic brother; take the twﬂn};ht period where States and cities
began to be born, and the dim, unfathomed vast, whence issue archaic
Edg(}/pt, the old Chaldean days, the first stirrings of India and China;
add Copan and Palenque, the ruins of lake Titicaca, and all that lies
behind the oldest days of Inca and of Aztec. Pass from these earliest
ages to the more familidr classic times of Persia and Phoenicia, of
Greece and Rome. Then, amid a nevyl?]/ athering darkness, watch
Alexander’s empire totter into ruin, with the thrones of the Caesars
following it, whether in venerable Rome by the Tiber or in that newer
Rome which %rew up in pillars and E)ortlcoes by the Golden Hom,
Byzantium and the once mistress of Italy suffering eclipse, and the
Goths and Huns and Vandals sowing amid blood and rapine the seeds
of the modern world. ~ Then from this Preat kneading-trough, as the
leaven works, come forth visible heroic Tigures to prepare the way for
what is to come: Charlemagne, William the Congueror, the “first
Hapshurg; all the makers of an epoch of the world. These again
touched with the dawning sunrise of modernity as the Renaissance
of Old Greece began to light the summits of the Appenines, and
Italy broke forth Into art and beautK, awakening knowledge and a
sense of the fair outer world.  Take then the next great event in the
world-story: the tracking of the pathless ocean, the openlng of the
Seven Seas, Columbus, Magellan, Vasco da Gama, and a thousand
others, furrowing with their keels the bays and inlets of new worlds,
and finding new fields and forests ready for the works of man. And
now, in the full blaze of modern days, we come to the great era of
uprising, the revolutions, reforms, universal suffrages, that speak the
Coming of democracy, the gospel of earth’s newest day.  Such is our
accepted chronicle, yet in-all' of this, from the first chapter to the
last, there is no hint of our real history, no hint of that ocean forever
echoing on our shores, of that river which seers and heroes have
crossed over, passing to the other side. o
Or we may take human history in quite another way, beginning
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with the separate life of each of us; our birth and childhood, our
youth and maturity; marryings, christenings, sickness and sorrowv;
meetings and separations; successes and failures, wealth and sharp
privations, and at last inevitable death, and the sad pilgrimage to the
final restm?-place; we may teil the tale of a thousand men, the
loves of a thousand women, with the minute truth of microscopic
scrutiny, and miss the whole secret, passing by unspoken the magical
heart of [ife.

Life has been compared of old to the flowing of a river, and we
can take this world-old symbol now, to press the self-same moral
home.  You can trace the river from its sources to the sea, from the
first rocky fountain or velvet-green morass whence it issues forth;
mark every turning and eddy of its course; teil the tale of what
fields it flows through, what forests, among what hills, along what
valleys; recount its tributaries on rlﬁht and left, the steepness or
levelness of its banks, the flowers that grow on them; addmgz a
deeper knowledge of the rocks and soils it passes through, with the
story of their ages, and the deep-hidden histories written in their
hearts; you may come at last to the shining sea, where the stream
offers its treasures to ocean, mother of all, and mingles its sweet
waters with the waves.—yet tellmﬁ.all this, %lou have told nothing,
have indeed left out the one thing worth telling, the heart of
all the rest, _

~ For before you come even to the source of the stream and its
hidden fountains, there is a high history to unfold:; there is that
magical power which has drawn every dewdrop forth from among
the hillows, distilling_its sweetness from their salt; that power which,
using the sightless winds as its messengers, has carried the dewdrops
sublime through the pathless upper air; that power which, perpet-
ually upbearing them, yet relaxing something of its intensity, has let
the “dewdrops Test condensing on some summit peak, to steal at last
through hidden ways to the birthplace of the river, the green upland
meadow, or the crevice of the riven rock; that self-same power
which still holds with steadfast firmness every drop in all the river,
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tili it runs its course and once more is lost in the sea, yet not lost for
the smallest division of an instant to the all-guiding, all-upholding
power of the sun. _ _ _

What the sun is to the river, the Soul is to the life of man; the
ﬁ_ower hardly spoken of, overlooked, ignored _br the accepted
nistories, ge_t whose withdrawal, if it were possible, would mean
instant and inevitable death; the river frozen hard as granite; the
life of man deader than the rocks. You draw the chart of the river,
leaving out the sun; yet the sun is present everlastingly; the sun’s
minister, the wind, moves every ripple, the sun’s even or broken
beams make the myriad shades of blue or brown or sﬂver-gray across
the face of the waters; the sun’s more occult power holds each
separate water-drop in ﬁrm, gentle grasp, the very life of the sun is
what keeps each drop alive. Who but the sun, too, has Hathered
the rains which gave the river birth 7 Who eise has spread the green
canopy along its banks ? Who has nourished and strengthened the
forests, and, finally, given the soul-breath to every living thing, from
minutest ciliated specks of quivering atomies, to the greatest and
most enduring creatures who bless their daily lives with its whole-
some waters ?
~ Thus the chartmq pilot of the stream leaves out the sun, and the
historian and chronicler of man leaves out the soul. ~ But the sun and
the soul do not leave themselves out; they are ever-present, ever-
lasting. At heart, in the inmost essence of the Life that throbs
within' them, they are one, and that One we are, each in perfect
fulness, each in boundless plenitude. _

Between the naive realism of our historians and the splendid
reality of the seers and heroes, there is a great gulf fixed; this is
indeed that mystic river, that hidden sea, which beats forever along
our mortal shores; and whoso crosses it, becomes immortal.  There
is the old-world and unregenerate view of life, which sees in man, or
living by which man sees in himself, nothing but an adroiter animal,
with allthe fears and desires of the beast, and with the beast’s doom
of irremediable death. And there is the new vision regenerate, by
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which illumined we behold ourselves as the one immortal Soul, the
everlasting Life, which throbs forever, everywhere, in all things.
From this shore to that, each of us must pass, to inherit our immor-
tality; and it is this passing, and the means by which it must be
encompassed, the dangers on the wa¥, the pitfalls, the hidden rocks
and shallows—with the knowledge of the fair tides which help, and
the fittest times and seasons for setting forth—it is this which consti-
tutes our real history, the theme of all true Scriptures, the divine
epic of man. _ _

We are many-sided beings, with many wonderful powers. And
for each side of us, for every power, there is its own regeneration,
its own share in the great awakening.  There is the intuition first to
be illumined, that superb vision of the ver bemﬁ of the Soul itself,
which is the hidden heritage of all. Then the reasoning mind,
which serves as the ministrant of the Soul in bodily things, the
go-between linking earth and heaven—the mind too must be instructed
In the Mystery. Last comes act, that perfect action springing from
the intuitive Soul, through the instructed mind, and expressing itself
in noble deeds, whether in works of endurmF power and beauty, or
in the bodily Service of our other selves. Al must have their share;
in every true Scripture each has its share, and the Songs of the
Master"are no exception to the rule, _ _

If we hold this larger vision in our minds, and look again at
human life, we shall see everywhere the visible working of the Soul.
It s throughout all history; 1t is present in ever{ act of each personal
life.  And among the races of men—or, to speak more truly, among
the epochs and divisions of our one human race—there have ever
been those which drew nearer to one or another part of the Mystery ;
those who were eminent in intuition, or in the instruction of the mind,
or in act, the visible embodiment of the Soul. The singuldr and pre-
eminent virtue of archaic India is this: that her sons stand a head
and shoulders above all the rest in power of intuition; that they sur-

a?s,all th%chil ren of the earth in direct vision of the Life %/lvhich
Ba pitates througn all life.
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~We, on our part, have almost lost the light of intuition. We are
wise, neither in intuition nor in instruction, but in act; we have the
instinct of handhn? the powers of our mother earth hand to hand and
face to face. So far the will in us is wisdom; but the moment we
go beyond mere instinctive act, the mere impulse to re,olenlsh the
earth and subdue it, that moment we fall. -~ Our acts are led, not by
intuition, nor by the instructed mind, but by mere v_amtk/ and ambi-
tion, the silly desire to be envied or admired, the longing to be talked
about, to be saluted with sweet and gratifying words; the moment
we leave unconscious instinct, we become insubstantial as shadows,
of no permanent value to the real world at all.

We are therefore very much in need of such vision asshall restore
our intuition, and bring us back from futility to the healthy heart of
life.  Our whole civilization has fallen into dotage, so far as any sane
recognition of life’s real purpose goes, and we must either recover
wisdom or consent to drift into hopeless moral madness. ~ This is
India’s gift to us; the restoration of the intuition; of that inner
spiritual will which holds us to the I|V|_ngb heart of things, just as the
power of our muscles holds us to the visible frame of the world. But
%r_eat_and_beyond value as this gift is, India can do still more. And
this, in virtue of her marvelous h|stor?/, and of that destiny which
gathered together into one land races of singularly potent genius, yet
races not uniform but contrasted and complementary, whose different
geniuses have wrought a single whole, a message of will and wisdom
such as no other land in this world can bring.

For after that archaic age of India’s sunrise, when the gireat Mystery
was understood and held by the direct vision of the soul, there came
later a?es, though still very remote from us, when the keenest powers
of intellect were bent upon the older records of vision, and every step
was taken, every foothold of the way assured, whereby the mind can
do its part as worthy ministrant, as servant and Interpreter of the
wordless soul. There were, too, epachs of personal religion, when
leaders, shining in their present divinity, drew forth the warmest
devotion of human hearts; devotion not to themselves, but to the
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nameless divinit% which lit up their human lines as the lamp within
lights up the alabaster vase. The record of personal religion gleaned
from the lives and teaching of these, fills and completes the perfect
treasury of wisdom already enriched by the lore of intuition and the
bright work of trained and illumined unde.rstandegh _

All these elements are summed up in the Bhagavad Gita, the
Master’s Songs.  This marvelous book Stands, indeed, as the record
and monument of India’s achievement for the world ; it has its secrets
even for sages, }/et It speaks direct to every devout heart of man.  The
central figure of the hook is Krishna, the Savior or Avatar, who has
* crossed back from the other side.” He has been for millenniums the
ideal of millions of worshiping hearts, the idol of awarm and enthu-
siastic personal rehglon._ The precepts of Krishna, thus re%arded as
a divine teacher and savior, are the purest unselfishness and love, the
gentlest consideration for human needs, thewisest insight into human
Wweakness. S0 that the elements of personal worship are found here,
for all who live rather in act than in intuition; there is a path for
them, which will lead them to the heart of the Mystery; and that
path is abu_ndantl}/ made clear. _

But Krishna does more than merely stand as a miraculous teacher,
an object of worship and devotion. ~ He is the supreme sa?e, the
perfect philosopher, from whose lips come the ripest and mellowest
pronouncements of wisdom, the fine fruit Parnered after a thousand
years of intellectual ripeness. He Stands for the perfect expression
of reason, of the instructed mind, summing up in a few principles all
that was seen by the sages who went before him, those whose piercing
vision lit up thé darkness.
~Last of all, Krishna Stands for the intuition, speaks for the Soul
itself; and it is in this that the Songs of the Master find their best
and most authentic purpose. So potent, so full of inspiration, are
the sentences wherein he teaches concerning the Soul, that the mere
reading of them will awaken the intuition, and brmﬁ_to the birth that
Power of the Soul which is the theme of their teaching. It is not as
though the vision of the Soul werc some tedious science, something
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very hard to be learned, and needing painful research, exploration of
remote and unvisited lands, the Crossing of the pathless seas; it is
not as though \ve had to build up the fabric of our salvation, like
some mighty cathedral which only consummate Science, boundless
resource, and endless industry can lead to completion. The Soul is
not the pillared aisle of the cathedral, the soaring cupola set with
mosaics; it is the august canopy of blue, arched over us all, and set
with shining stars, to which no man can add anything; from which
no man can take anything away, but which nevertheless is freehold
for every man, on the one condition that he shall open his eyes
and see.

It is this opening of the eyes—the eyes, not of the body, but of
the spirit—which is the supreme work of Eastern wisdom ; those eyes
which cannot be opened until the hodily eyes are closed; those eYes
which can view undaunted the things of our immortality. - This is the
first task of the Songs of the Master, this Oﬁemng of the eyes; every
note is struck which can draw forth an ec om? note in Us, r_nakmg%
our souls resound to the music of the Soul. Every instinct o
the awakened will in us is touched, tili our souls gain the power to
lay hold on the inward Power; the divine fire In us, first a dim,
uncertain sparkle, is kindled into flame, the flame which shall illumine
thfedw%r]lds and cast its gleaming light across the dark pathway
of death.

~Thus all our powers are trained; intuition, mind, and will, the
priceless power to turn thou?ht into act, the power without which we
cannot breathe or move a finger; the power which, working in us
magically, weaves the fabric of our daily lives. We shall try to show
what is the message of the Songs of the Master, to each of these
three powers: intuition, mind and will; and we shall not be satisfied
with only repeatm% the world-old words or wisdom, but shall attempt
further to render them anew, so that the Mystery of old may find a

place in this our modern world.
Charles Johnston.



THE METAPHYSICS OF MATTER.

BY DOCTOR ALEXANDER WILDER.

If | were asked to define the meaning of the abstract tcim
«matter,” m¥ reply would be that it denoted a B_rlnc_lple at the very
foundation o thm%s, of which the existence objectively is implied
and conjectured, while the real truth in relation to it is not known.
It IS true that at first thought it seems to signify everythm% that is
tan(]u_ble, that comes within the purview of our senses; and the great
multitude, being in the habit of regarding things in that way, on the
surface only, would consider it far-fetched reasoning, or stupid and
ahsurd outright to question the accurateness and sufficiency of this
explanation. - Byron has spoken for such:

“When Bishop Berkeley said ‘there was no Matter,”
And proved it—twas'no matter what he said.”

He and others like him find it convenient to dismiss such
Problems with a jest or a sneer. But we may not be abashed by
levity and light-mindedness and deterred from profounder inquiry.
In the fable of the cock in the barn-yard we are told that he chose a
kernel of com in preference to a precious gem, and we may leave
individuals of that character to their tastes. Our attention is directed
beyond affairs of sense. These are in seemmga only, and actually
deceptive, and we are seeking the truths that transcend them and
lead to the Portals of Wisdom Ttself. _

Only relative subjects can be debated and explained. Those
which are positive, which denote absolute facts, must be acceﬁ_ted
without (iuestlon. Life itself is of this character. We may think
at first %ange that we know all about it| but when we attempt to
teil what it is, we are certain to find ourselves utterly at fault. = The
dictionaries and books of Science do not help us out. We know that
it is in some occult way identified with our very being, but how or
even why is beyond our ken. 1t is well enough for us to speculate
upon the subject, and to endeavor to ascertain what we can, but
there is no occasion for chagrin that the solution evades us.

10
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We may with a similar feeling engage in the inquiry respecting
Matter.  What we know of it is known as we know of other things,
by the manifestations that come within the purview of our cogni-
zance. It is in such manifestations and seeming demonstrations that
that knowledge consists which is S0 commonIK distinguished by
specialists as “ science.” It b_e(_1|ns with an hypothesis, the assuming
that there is some primordial fact or substance; this, however,
having never been shown by demonstration or experiment. From
this starting-point are deduced the various innumerable theories and
conclusions. It is a _nec_essarK mode of procedure. Without the
absolute foundation-principle thus accepted as true, all our appliances
and facilities for investigation would be vitally lacking. Whether it
were the study of planets and far-off worlds, or the making of dis-
coveries in the depths of the earth, or the descrying of the genera
and peculiarities 0 mlcro-orﬂamsms, we could in “such case be only
groping our way from No-whence to No-whither,
~Such an outcome, such a conclusion for our investigations, would
signify only that all existence is purposeless. The mere surmise
that the world of Nature about us is only a series of changes, of
evolutions and revolutions that are without aim or object, would
utterly dismay us. We instinctively repel it as unworthy to be
entertained. We look intuitively for an origin, a Source or prmmPI_e,
by which and by means of which all is set in motion and k_eﬂ In
Operation.  As our quest extends beyond the limitations which we
recognize as Time and Space, we apﬁercewe that origin to be in
Eternity, The constant changes which we observe as pertaining to
thln%s of sense, actually relate to the world which is beyond sense,
to the principle or force which set thern in motion and maintains
their activity. This would not be the case, however, except that
that which is moved and undergioes changes is essentially connected
and at one with the cause, with the force or ﬁmnmple that effected it
Hence, as at the present time all things which are objects of sense
are denominated “ matter,” and as their operations are explained as
being induced by the “ laws of nature,” we are again at the starting-
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point of our inquiry, the cause and source of these changes and
manifestations. 'We are led to comprehend the creation itself as a
work that is always going on, beginning in eternity; but the something,
the objective material upon which It operates, yet remains to be
accounted for and in some way explained. o
So far as we venture to speculate upon Divinity, we apperceive it
as One and et likewise as the All. But when we contemplate it as
Being, in activity, we apprehend the ﬁresence_of.a Second and then
of a Third.  This Second Principle, whatever it is, proceeding from
the One to the manifold, operates in some occult way to divide or
segregate the objective element from the essential, somewhat as
bodies are distinguished from each other by opposite polarity.  That
which thus bestows life is itself Living Force, the agent of the
SUE_erlor Cause. The object which is operated upon and made the
vehicle of life may seem to us to be relatively inert and lifeless. Yet
it must be actually in a condition which” is receptive and of an
essential quality that is the counterpart of the Divinity which infills
it and imparts life to it. Thus we are brought logically to the
conclusion that this objective substance is itself an emanafion, that
it is eternally proc_eednllP from Divinity, that it is coGperative with it
and sustained by it.  Hence, to our finite conception, Matter is next
in order to God, and we cannot think of the one without the other.
Some notion of this is traceable in the legend of the Genesis, that
woman was prlgmal_lr formed from the side of the man.
~ The ancient philosophers and the modern school of Science differ
in regard to their notions of what Matter intrinsically is.  The old
sages considered it as has been here set forth, to be the passive or
receptive p_rmm]ple through which the active or generative principle
manifests itself in the creation. 1t was described accordingly as
being  of that species which is corporeal, devoid of an%g form, species,
figure and quality, but apt to receive all forms, and thus the nurse,
mother and origin of all other beings.” This, indeed, Is what the
terms “ matter” and “ nature ” 5|gn|?y_|n their original etymolog%/.
e

Matter is the materia or mother-principle, and Nature means t
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{)arent_ who gives birth. Plato has accordingly described Matter in
he Timeeos as a “ formless universal receiver, which, in the most
obscure way receives the immanent principle of the Intellectible.”
And again, speaking of it in relation to ideas or ideals and likewise
to objects of sense, he says: “ It is the Mother”; |mPIymg relation
to Idea as the father, and to objects of sense as the offspring.

We may deduce from this that the goddess of the ancient
mythologies, the “ Great Mother,” with ‘innumerable names, as
Venus, Demeter, Kybele, Astarte, Isis, Anahita, or Mylitta, was
simply Matter or nature personified and endowed with divinity.

In" short, we may accept the explanation of William “Archer
Butler, that matter is rather a logical than a material entity.
He declares: “ It is the condition or supposition necessary for the
production of a world of phenomena. It is thus the fransition-
element between the real and the apparent, the eternal and the con-
tingent; and Iyln% thus on the border of both territories, we must
not be surprised that it can hardly be characterized by an?; definite
attribute.”  In other words, this Hyle or Matter, or Mother, is an
unchangeable principle, neither God, nor ideality, nor soul of man;
and it exists as a medium of the Divine Intelligence which manifests
itself in the creation and Or?anlzatlon of the world. o

Modern writers seem to be coming to conclusions of similar
character.  Thus John Stuart Mill defines matter as, a permanent
possibility of Sensation.  This clearly sets it forth as the agencg by
which moral and spiritual operations hecome physically “ knowable ”
and are introduced into the region of sense. The Platonic theorem
I thus fully sustained, that mind has being in itself before becoming
involved in relations with the world of nature, that the soul is older
than the body and is therefore superior to it. Matter may be
explained accordingly as intermediary, as the potentiality or inherent
p033|b|llt(¥ of coming into natural conditions, the agency by which
ideal models of the eternal region, the world of Mind, are brought
into manifestation in ph){SlcaI form. This is further verified by the
declaration of the Apostle, that the things which may be seen, or
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perceived by the corporeal senses, are temporal and belong to the
region of Time, while the things which are not thus seen are eternal
and of the world that is beyond Time. The affirmation of the
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews is confirmed: “ The things that
are seen did not come into existence out of the things that appear
—that are phenomenal only. |

It may seem hard at first hearing to accept or even to understand
the proposition that that something which we perceive by the senses,
which may be weighed and measured, is not a discrete permanent
entity.  We are naturallg impatient of being reasoned with when
the evidence seems palpable. 1t is always diffkult to believe that
anythmg that seems genuine may not be real%y 0. Yet we are
deceived by our senses in our every-day life. The relations of the
earth to the sun and other planets are widely different from what
they seem.  The food that we eat, and the water that we drink are
constituted of elements distinct in form and character, which no
plastic art of ours can put together. _ _

[Faraday himself became convinced that certain of the notions
which we have been taught in relation to the properties of matter
were actually overturned by the manipulations of ch.emlstr}/. The
common form of the doctrine that two bodies, two kinds of matter
cannot occupy the same space, he found to he actually contrary to
obvious facts. It is by no means certain that any of the elements
have conditions that cannot be overpassed. Whether the _tluantlty
of material elements in the earth, or in the universe itself, is
precisely determined as by measurement, is a proposition which we
may doubt; the weight and dimensions certainly are not. Faraday
nas demonstrated this by showing that if oxygen be compounded
with potassium atom for atom, and"again both oxygen and hydrogen
in a twofold number of atoms, the material will become less and Tess
in bulk, tili it is less than a third of its original volume. A space
which would contain twenty-eight hundred atoms, including in this

hundred tassium, is thus filled by four hundred
B g, o s by oo



THE METAPHYSICS OF MATTER. 15

According to the hypothesis of Boscovich, the Italian naturalist,
matter in its ultimate form is made up of atoms, each of which is
simply an indivisible point endowed with potential force. It has no
parts or dimensions. ~ Faraday supf)lemented this theory by asking
what was known of an atom at all apart from force. These views
exhibit matter as bemq_devmd of all positive character, and indeed
of everﬁ physical quality which has usually been attributed to it.
YVhen thus reduced to the condition of geometric points, that have
neither extent nor dimension, it disappears aIto?ether from the region
of space and subsists entirely in the realm of force. It is d¥namlc
only; it is endowed with power, possibility, capability; but of itself
it can originate nothing. It is simply objective, negative, and thus
only r_ece{)t_lve of the positive, energizing force. By the interblend-
ing with this, the potential with the active, it becomes the material
or maternal prmmple that gives existence to things. In this way we

erceive that the adage is true, that Nature is the mother of us all
er laws are over us, but th_e?; are not of her making. They are
derived from that Source which is interior and superior.

The later investigations in electricity are of the nature of demon-
stration.  Professor Thomson of Cambridge University in England,
declares that the masses of flying matter which constitute the
cathode rays in an excited Crookes tube are much smaller than the
“ atoms ” ‘which chemists and physicists assume as existing. ~ Here-
tofore it has heen supposed that matter could not be divided more
finely than into minute corpuscles or molecules, and that these were
chemically, or rather hypothetically, divisible into atoms.  This was
regarded as the end of all dividing. But Professor Thomson now
shows that “chips” can be taken off from the atoms, and this
being the case, it must be possible to construct these chips anew
into ‘atoms of another character. Under the common theory the
minutest Parﬂcle imaginable of iron has its own specific nature and
is absolutely and comlpletely distinct from that of any other
substance, as for example, lead. But the Professor has evidence, he
says, that these smaller corpuscles, these chips from the atoms, have
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actually similar properties, although they were taken from diffeient
substances.  Thus a corpuscle of oxygen does not differ intrinsically
from a corpuscle of hydrogen. It may be concluded fiom this, tnat
this process of taking “ Chips™ from atoms may be a resolving of
matter itself into its primitive physical element.” These ChIPS are s
detached from the atoms by electrification. If, therefore, he}/ are
actually similar or the same in nature and character as Professor
Thomson conjectures, it is but another step to form those which
have been procured from one element into a new body belonging in
another category. _ _ _

Lockyer seems almost to have accomplished this very achieve-
ment,  He placed copper under the voltaic current and rendered it
volatile, and then made it aPpear by means of the spectroscope as if
it had been changed into calcium. ~Nickel was metamorphosed into
cobalt, and calcium into Strontium.  The concept of changln%_other
metals into gold has been entertalned_throu?h all the historic
centuries.  Indeed, there are men of skill in India, who seem to
have brought this matter to a certainty. They add to a small
quantity of gold a IarFer mass of other metal, and then transform it
all apparently into gold, losing not a grain in weight.

It may be presumed, then, that transmutation is going on all the
time. The affinities of Chemical atoms and their variabieness
indicate the Chemical elements themselves to be Compounds of
simpler material, and if this be so there can be but few primal forms
of matter—enough merely for the fixing of force and enabling its
evolution into the realm of Nature. Indeed, it is far from being an
unreasonable assumption to suppose that matter is moving inces-
santly in a circle, coming all the while into existence from spiritual
essence, and again returning thither.

Both the ancients and the moderns have recognized an “ ether ”
which accounted for phenomena which they were otherwise unable
to explain. It seems to have been considered as a superior form of
matter, a quintessence, or perhaps of the nature of force. It may,
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Rerhaps be intimately identified with the transition-element which
as heen mentioned, but its existence is only an hypothesis.

If we can conceive of spirit or mind itself as positive energy,
and conceive that it can in some occult way become objective and
reactive, we may form a concept of the source and originating of
Matter. A solitary particle would be a nucleus sufficient for the
objectifying of force and expansion into the illimitable dimensions of
the universe.  As the bodies of plants and animals are constituted
of air made solid b}/ the organic forces, so matter itself is the
product of the solidified forces. * In Nature,” says Schelling,

the essence strives first after actualization, or exhibition of itself in
the particular.”  Emanation is accordingly prior to and causative of
evolution.  Emanuel Swedenborg has given an exi)lanatmn superior
in its qudﬂK “ Every one who thinks from clear reason Sees,’
says he, “ that all thln%s are created out of a substance which i
U stance in itself, for that is being itself out of which every thing
that is can have eX|stence *-and since God alone is Substance in
itself, and therefore Being itself, it is evident that from this Source
alone is the existence of thlnP " However the natural forces, the
laws of nature, may be installed in the full control of the universe,
the Divine Will precedes, as the Source and origin. It has not been
set in motion like aclock to run itself down. God has created, or
to speak more correctly, is all the while creating the world, not out
of nothing, nor even” from dead chaotic matter, but out of his

own substance.
edenborg js al s careful o m ke the, proper distinction
m;%f;ﬁ et
ue'snn Se % lecgé/e he“% r IS 'S rgJané rﬁayﬁphoﬁ?

Alexander Wilder, M. D.
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THE MAKING AND DECAYING OF THE CREED.
BY REV. HENRY FRANK

(I1.)
THE CHRISTENING OF THE CREED.

In the previous chapterwe observed that in the early church tliere
was no formulated expression of Christian dogma.  There was indi-
vidual freedom—every believer shaping his own theology if he
possessed any.  The aim of each follower of Jesus was, not to find a
theology or a creed, but to find the life which Jesus lived and
reveled

- Character stood as the supreme arbiter of salvation. Assent or
dissent to creed in order to eternal happiness had as yet found no
room in Christian instructions. ~ Says Pressense: “ The first practical
lesson which it” (the early Christian churqh% “will teach is this: to
repudiate alike the religious radicalism which denies all revelation and
the narrow orthodoxy which insists on the acceptance of its own
mter[gretatlons. In truth neither the one nor the other finds any
sanction in the heroic church, which was wise enough to encounter
fundamental errors with the simple weaPon of free discussion, and to
vindicate the Ie%mmate independence of the human mind bythevery
\\//ariety of its sc) ools and formularies.” (Early Years of Christianityy

0l 2, . 472.

In vFew of this fact it is easy to trace the gradual development of
the power and authority of the creed. Read the so-called Apostles’
creed and you can discern no hint of authority. It was in its
original form smgly a plain_confession of what was commonly
believed among the early Christians, but assumed to give no
definition or to-authorize any interpretations. _

The fact is, the original Apostles creed is simply a setting forth
of the master-features In the career of Jesus Christ as they were first
understood among his followers. ~ Slowly this creed was modified as
different legends about him began to be acceEted, such as_his
“ descent mto hell,” the “ Resurrection of the Flesn,” etc. Says

18
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Dean Stanle?/, “ The creed of the Roman Church came to be called
“The Apo'stles’ Creed * from the fable that the twelve Apostles had
each of them contributed a clause, It was successively enlargeck
First was added the ‘Remission of Sins,’ next the ‘Life Eternal.
Then came the ‘Resurrection of theFlesh.” Lastlywas incorporated
the ‘Descent into Hell” and the ‘Communion of the Saints.’”
(“ Institutions of Christianity") _ _

The noticeable feature of the pristine Creed is that it assumes and
asserts no authority for itself. But the Nicene Creed which was
formulated and p_romuI%at_ed by a conclave of the clergy after the
church had risen into political influence closes with an anathema or
curse on all who deny its salient doctrines. _

From that age, creeds have assumed authority. From that time,
no man dared think for himself and obey the dictates of his reascn
and conscience concerning the most momentous problems of life.
And dyet, from this later age, when we survey the rise and decaz of
creeds we see how absurd were the original proclamations of ahso-
luteness and infallibility. _ _

| am free to say that that creed has not yet been written which
approaches so near to final truth as to be justified in the court of
common sense by any claim to absolute or partial authority. Every
creed yet written contains more error than truth.  Every creed yet
promul?ated is but a shift for popularity and power—a glittering
vagary to affright the ignorant and Omament the wise. _

| desire to call attention to two very salient facts connected with
the history of creeds. The first is thaf, in all ages the snbscribers to
anly authorized creed have always been in the minority even within the
pale of believers,  The second Is that, S0 soon as a creed is established
in Fower—that IS, 50 00 as thefree thought of the people is congealed
{n drozl_en formularies, so soon does the moral condition of the age begin
0 decline.

I these two charges shall be found to be true they will certainly
argue against the wisdom of the creed. o

|5 the first Charge true ? Let us study the very age in which the
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first creed was promulgated to learn the truth or falsehood of this
assertion. What was the cause of the promulgation of the Nicene
creed 7 Heresies in vast numbers had alrea K begun to abound.
Some authors assure Us that the number of heresies in the early
church was fully one hundred and twenty-eight. There are plam
indications of powerful heresies in the New Testament. Many of
Paul’s Epistles were written to thwart their influence, and it is well
known that John’s Gospel was avowedly written to counteract the
growm? Populanty of the heretical Ebionites, _

But let us not forget that there can be no heresy without an
established and recogmzed_ authority. When Paul proclaims his
interpretation of a theological Standard all who oppose him are
heretics.  Therefore Peter was declared a heretic by Paul, as were
also Barnabas and the Christian Jews ﬂGaI. 2:11 ff).” Many authors
are therefore ready to believe that the Nazarenes and Ebionites
were the primitive Christians who were orlgmall){ but a reform sect
or faction of the Jewish people and that as Paul’s interpretation of
the religion of Jesus grew into popularity, the first Jewish Christians
came to be regarded as heretics and were therefore condemned
indirectly and mildly in the writings imputed to John.

In the same manner the Gnostics had_Prown into prominence and
popularity under their able leaders Basilices, Valentinus, Marcion,
etc., S0 that when clerical Christianity assembled in the great
conclaves at Nicsea and Calcedon they found that the largest
number of believing Christians were not Catholic hut Gnostic.
Likewise when the great contest concerning the teachings of Arius
bioke forth in the church, although the clerical authorities decided
against Arius and his party, nevertheless the vast majority of

Vistian believers were Arian.  Indeed, the active, ag?res_swe,
missionary Christians of the age were the Arian or heretical Tactions.

Therefore |'am prepared to asSert that in every age the great majority
of the devout and earnest Christians have been the heretics.*

si%?@ﬁfé%ﬁg%q’%ﬁHéﬁrillpaﬁg%s. of Christianity" {*Heresies")-,



It is argued by orthodox writers in proof of the accuracy of the
Gospel records of the life of Jesus Christ, that these noble men and
their followers would not have given their lives in sacrifice to their
convictions of the truth of these records if they were not conscious
beyond a peradventure that they spoke and wrote the truth.  This
argument is of course very weak. Yet if it be a good argument to
sustain the principles of “orthodoxy, why should 1t not be equally
employed and with as good effect in proof of the honesty and earn-
estness of heresies? In the whole history of Christendom’ where can
YOU find more noble expressions of sacrifice and martyrdom than in
he grand army of heretics who have suffered for conscience’ sake from
gm day?s of St. Augustine to the persecutions of the sixteenth

entury’

_ Th_grefore_ it is one of the greatest stains on Christianity that the
minority of its devotees, having arrogated to themselves authority
and procured the assistance of the civil powers, have ever perse-
cuted even unto the most disgraceful death the great majority of its
believers, simply because in some few particulars they conscientiously
differed from the assertions of a select and self-chosen few.

The next point which I wish to emphasize is that as soon as the
common and free faith of the church is narrowed and frozen into
authoritative formularies, so soon does the moral Standard of the
church decline and every species of iniquity find favor among its
leaders. A very common error that obtains in minds of people at
large is that good morals are always commensurate with correct
belief—that in proportion as a man varies from established Stand-
ards of thought in his personal beliefs or convictions so does he in
his private life vary from correct Standards of conduct. This dictum
of judgment holds so populdr a sway in this age that it is well to
refute it.

How can an intelligent person accept such a conclusion in the
face of the fact that many of the noblest men and women who ever
lived and loved were so defiantly heretical as to be publicly
condemned and often slain?  Think of Arius, of Valentinus, of
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Montanus, of Marcion, of Nestorius, of Zwinglius, of Socinus, of
Bruno, of Servetus, of Dr. Dollinger, of Pbre Hyacinthe, of William
Ellery Channing and Theodore Parker and the great unnamed army
of heroic souls who suffered by the scores and hundreds and thous-
ands in the days of fiery persecution rather than surrender their
honest convictions and live the lie for comfort s sake while tiuth
should perish! o _

But perhaps we can more effectively disprove this common error
by a collective example than by that of innumerable individuals. |
will quote from some eminent authorities to show that whole nations
live a moral or immoral life, guided by the populdr and highest
Standards, wholl?/ dlsi)roportlpnately to their belief in accepted
Standards of theological authority. _

Lecky in his history of Rationalism says: *“ The two countries
which are more thoroughly pervaded by Protestant theology ™
(therefore of course orthodox—harring Catholic judgment,) “are
probably Scotland and Sweden; and if we measure their morality by
the common thouf;h_s_omewha_t defective test that is furnished by
the number of illegitimate births, the first is well known to be
considerably below the average morality of European nations, while
the second, in this as in ?eneral crimmality, has been ﬁronounce“d by
a very able and impartial Protestant witness, who has had the fillest
nmaet?gﬁ of judging, to be very far below every other Christian

This fact Mr. Lecky advances to prove that not only in Catholic
countries does there prevail this commonly _unrecoszed dispropor-
tion between faith and conduct but that it is almost as true of
Protestant countries. -~ Of course every Protestant is full of sufficient
Proof to establish the fact that the people of Catholic countries,
hough the most devout in their faith, are nevertheless most incon-

ruous in their daily lives, 1t remains therefore only to show that
e same fact is trug of Protestant countries.
Mr. Laing in Ins™ Notes of a Traveler” gives this startling

Qv enCC. “ he Swiss PeoPle present to the political philosopher
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the unexpected and most remarkable social phenomenon of a people
eminently moral in conduct yet eminently irreligious; at the head of
the moral state in Europe, not merely for absence of numerous or
‘great crimes, or of disregard of right, but for ready obedience to law,
for honesty, fidelity to their engagements, fair dealing, sobriety,
industry, orderly conduct, for good government, useful public insti-
tutions, general well-being and comfort; yet at the hottom of the
scale for religious feeling, observances, or” knowledge, especially in
the Protestant cantons, in which prosperity, and well-being and
morality seem to be, as compared to the Catholic cantons, in an
inverse ratio to the influence of rellglon on the people.”

With the above contrast Carlyle’s dithyrambic outburst, and
observe how much safer is the voice of history than the rhapsody of
a prophet. Carlyle says: “ To such readers as have reflected on
life; who understand that for man’s well-being Faith is properly the
one thing needful; how with it, martyrs, otherwise weak, can
cheerfully endure the shame of the cross; and without it worldlln([]s
puke up their sick existence by suicide in the midst of luxury; fo
such it will be clear that for a pure moral nature the loss of religious
beliefis the loss of everything.”

It is clearly manifest that the rejection or acceptance of a Standard
creed bears no possible relation to one’s individual moral conduct.
Yet it was on the assumed basis of this dictum, that no disheliever or
heretic could be a good man, that the pages of Christian history have
been turned red with the blood of innocent souls shed in defence of
a shadowy, vague, and incomprehensible theology.

THE CRIMES OF THE CREED.

Before | speak directly of that terrible record of human crimes,
so complacently and unreproachfully committed in the name of the
gentle Galilean and his tender teachings of love, | must remind the
reader how such disgraceful acts became possible in the name of his
irenic religion. _ -

It was argued that so soon as a man feil away from faith in the
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creed S0 soon he must have fallen in his private character. But no
one must stand as a representative teacher of the religion of Jesus
whose character could not bear the test, therefore he must be driven
from his post, and to make sure of his eternal silence he must be put
to death.

Let us listen to the echoes of the past, and understand how
these assumed leaders came so terrlbl?/ to pervert the teachings of
Jesus Christ. ~ Says one:  “ The only foundation for toleration is a
decrease of scepticism and without it there can be none. If by cut-
ting off one generation a man can save many future ones from hell
it ishis duty todoit.” It will surprise the uninformed reader to
learn that it was so late a political leader as Charles James Fox who
uttered these scandalous words. What then may we expect from
the earlier ages ? _

Says CKprlan: * God commanded those to be slain who would
not obey the ﬁrlests or the judges set over thern for a time. Then
indeed were t e% slain with the sword while the carnal circumcision
still remained; but now since the spiritual circumcision has beﬂun
amid the servants of God, the proud and contumacious are killed
when they are cast out of the church.  For theﬁ cannot live without
it and there can be salvation for no one except he be in the church.”
QOut of such Biblical arguments %rew the papal decrees compelling
civil magistrates to persecute heretics to the death. Thus the
councils of Avignon in 1209 enjoined all bishops to call upon the
civil powers to exterminate heretics, while the bull of Innocent 111.
threatened _any prince who refused to exterminate heretics, with
excommunication and forfeiture of his realms.

bo much for Catholic argument_s and convictions.  But no les
the ProteMani Laders stand convicted. While there were man;
Catholics, many noble souls, who arﬂgjed against the lawfulness anc
justice of persecution, the power of the councils was against them
S0 among Protestants there are found noble and heroic hearts whc
protested as loudly against persecution and intolerance as they (e
agamst Catholic ‘Supremacy.  Such were Milton and Zwinglius
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Socinus and Castellio. ~ But on the contrary the powers of state and
church obeyed the more stentorian and ferocious voices of Luther
and Calvin, Beza and Knox, Ridley and Cranmer; all of whom cried
out loudly for persecution and suPpressmn of the heretics.

When, however, we turn to the pages which recount Christian
persecutions and read that terrible storY written in human blood it
verily turns our blood to ice and blanches our cheeks with pain.
Not a few were killed, but hundreds, thousands, millions. A heretic
was designated as a culprit—a felon—a tool of the devil, fit only for
his dark angels and endless torture. One of the most fearful conse-
(uences of Eersecuﬂon was the taint it placed on the fam|l¥ of the
heretic. The same disgrace that to-day attaches to a ﬁub ic felon
who is to slip through a gallows-rope into eternity attached in that
age to a noble-hearted and heroic heretic. They pointed him out as
the scoff and scorn of the age.  They dressed him up in mock robes.
His black gown, as he was led to the stake, was covered with
pictures of the devil and his imps in all manner of horrible shapes, as
suggesting that the heretic was himself the very devil incarnate.
Then, slowly, amid the jeers of the multitude and the groans of his
immediate friends and relatives he was led off to the fagots ready for
the fuse. ~ As the flames beﬁan to scorch his feet and gradually to
singe and shrivel his flesh, the ghastly cP”eStS' made the air ring with
thelr orisons of praise to AIm|(€ ty God for his unspeakable mercy in
permitting them to rid the earth of another traitor to his cause.

Imagine what a heart of oak it must have required to withstand
such fierce Opposition and such abominable treatment. Yet these
noble men and women bore it all for the sake of conscience, freedom
and truth. - And when we recall that these were not occasional or
infrequent occurrences but that the numbers of the persecuted ran
sometimes into the millions, we see into what a Plt of horrible
ﬁerversmn and corruption the once beautiful religion of the Galilean
had fallen.  And all because a creed had been established in author-
ity which bound men’s consciences in a theological vise and blocked
the way of the free soul toward the kingdom of Eternal Truth.
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~Let us now ask what were some of the principles for which the
inquisition contended, that we may discover whether the doctrine
gained by the shedding of so much blood was after all a truthful or
aworthy one. Here again our amazement will be multifold. Al
that was contended for was purest abstraction or abstruse meta-
physics—or vaguest nonsense.  Take the first g?reat_ struggle the
church witnessed, a struggle that divided it into tv/o mighty schisms,
and has to this day left 1ts impress on all Christendom. 1 refer to
the Arian contest.  One party proclaims itself Homoiousian ! What
did that mean ? Merely that Jesus Christ in nature was substan-
tiallylike the Father. ~ Another ﬁarty proclaimed itself Homodusian.
And what was that? ~ Simply that Jesus Christ in nature was not
only like the Father in substance but was verily, essentially, and
ahsolutely identical with the Deltg. _ _
Now over this absurd and abstruse question thousands of lives
were lost, wars were waged and rivers of blood were shed.  But
observe the absurdity of an age of scienific ignorance discussing
such a question as that! An age that believed that the earth’s
surface was quadrilateral and flat; that the sky was a solid substance
and that the stars were peep-holes into glory; that knew nothing of
the Chemical composition, and was totally ignorant of the physiology,
of man or of any of the associate I|vmg_-k|n?doms of animals! Such
an age arbitrarily fixing a fiat concerning the mysterious nature of
Jesus Christ when they knew absolutely nothing about the scientific
nature of their own bodies—their Chemical substances, their hygienic
laws or the composition and circulation of the blood within their
very veins! ~ Absurd? Ay, pitiable, appalling, sad! How fearful
i it when ignorance is ciowned a king! How dangerous when a
little knowledge is set in authority—especially when in the hands of
priests and their political tools, who sway the_sceFtres of power in
the name of religion, clothed in the livery of diabolical hy.pocrls?/!
But let us stud:a those later and more intelligent periods of the
sustaqnse OIhlstory when persecution was still in vogue and duly
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The Protestants have ever cried down the Catholics for their
persecutions.  But let us remember that Lady Macbeth could not
wash her hands white lest they should incarnadine the sea. So
Protestants cannot wash their hands clear of the blood of their
persecutions.  And their excuse for this atrocious abuse and mis-
application of dogma was far less plausible than that of the Catholics.

The Catholic church had not relinquished its priority of age. It
had proclaimed its absolute and unique power. It was God’s vice-
re%_ent. To interfere with this power was, as they professed to
believe, to undermine the power and church of God on earth.  This
would of course result in eternal unhappiness to the human race.
But Protestantism was a mere parvenu. It had not so much as the
mantle_of gray locks with which in charity to cover its dark deeds.
It denied all ‘authority to Rome—Rome “which had for centuries
dls(sJIayed and preserved her power—nevertheless it claimed absolute
an com_PIete authority for itself. o _ _
But its very constituency disproved its claim of nﬂhtfuj authority.
For no sooner did Protestantism break from Catholicism than it
whirled off into countless divisions—never again to be reunited, but
ever to be mutually opposed. As the worlds were formed from
primitive cosmic nebulae, whirling on and on tili fleecy nodules
rolled into spheres and constellations—so Protestantism whirled away
from cosmic Catholicism and ever since has rolled on forming new
rings and divergent centres. _ _

Therefore parvenu Protestantism, as an authority, appears puerile
and absurd compared with staid, integral, compact, and rock-riveted
Catholicism. ~ And why should it not? _ _

The persistent and wholly inexcusable mutual persecutions which
S0 long prevailed among the Protestant sects are full and sufficient
roof of the worthlessness and crime of bmdln? creeds.  Henry the

ighth dislikes the German reformation but will instigate one of bis
own. The Anglican church grows into mighty power, and the
dissenters or nonconformists arise. The Presbyterians under Knox
declare their principles:—the Anglicans in defiance maintain theirs.
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Forthwith there appears the odiutu theologicum resulting in ficiccst
persecutions and most unholy deeds. Anon the Puritans arise and
Seek their rights—when they too must meet the volley of bloody
ecclesiasticism tili they are driven from English shores and come to
America.  Here they hope for a world of freedom, but soon discover
the Catholics in possession of Maryland.  These Catholics had,
however, inaugurated a reign of toleration and charity, suffering all
opposing faiths to live together in peace and harmony and affording
ample protection for each. _ -
~ But to the Puritans such a state isworse than heretical—it is
diabolical.  Therefore in Order to enjoy perfect, selfish freedom,
they establish a reign of persecution against Catholics, tili blood
traces in deep trenches the course of the Christian religion. ~ So
suffered the early Methodists.  So the Baptists.  No age is free
from the curse. ~ No faith has ever risen and grown, unscathed by
the deathful hand of persecution.
~And all for what purpose? Because each sect had concluded that
it alone, forsooth, had at last discovered the philosopher’s stone that
transforms the hase metal of existence into the golden wealth of
eternal life. Because each sect claimed it had discovered the only
road to Heaven, it established the signboard by the way. ~ Whoso-
ever obeyed and believed would be saved, whosoever believed not
would be damned.  But why wait for God to damn the dishelievers
at the final day? Why should they further cumber the earth? Cut
them down at”once!*

Thus, because the way of salvation was misconstrued, because the
meaning and nature of salvation were most falsely interpreted, and
because certain self-chosen leaders set forth the ‘way of salvation
in loudly proclaimed S)(mbols, for that reason alone the world

was filled with fratricidal blood and the religion of Jesus set back
centuries on the road of progress.
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‘When men begin to fight for a creed they forFet the purpose of
religion. Innumerable have been the devout believers whose lives
were sunk in deepest crime; who relapsed from exalted spiritual
ecstasy to black immoral indulgence, yet whose religious faith
abated not. . _ L _

Their faith was strong and incontrovertible in the written
Symbols; the¥ believed. nou?h! This alone would save them.
Character would take care of itself. So long as their faith was secure
their future was safe. _ _

~Such is the natural delusion caused by authorized dogmas of
faith. -~ Such is the deadly consequence bf ecclesiastical creedism.
Jesus taught nothing of it. His was a religion of love, truth,
righteousness.  His only aim was to elevate and ameliorate man-
kind. His only sword was love—his only persecution, persuasion.
Were he here to-day who could believe he would for a single moment
sanction the authority of conflicting creeds ? It overthrows one’s
faith in his supernal ‘power and supremacy to see how, for fifteen
hundred years loud-lunged professors and- devotees, self-styled his
own, have %rossly perverted his teachings, and yet through it all his
silence has been unbroken. _

_One would think that he who could “of these stones raise up
children unto Abraham ” would long since have raised children of the
true faith who would have captured Vatican, throne, conclave and
council, and forever banished ecclesiastical maney-changers from the
temple, that his pure and simple teachings might once more be heard
ungarbled by an eager world. o

It is for this we are struggling, we who disbelieve in any and all
creeds—who believe that systemized dogmas set forth in confession
and Symboals have only perplexed the heart and confused the under-
standing of man; who hope to cry down all creeds and proclaim the
disenthrallment of man from the bondage of ecclesiasticism.

Let us therefore learn the simple rehgmn of love, brotherhood,
truth and character. Let us learn to make the highest conceivable
moral Standards our only symbols of faith. Let us live in sublime
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and lofty thoughts—"* our thou%hts ever in Heaven  that our
deeds may reflect the splendor of the empyrean where we dwell
Let us hanish oncc for all the age and spirit of medimxalism, of
Calvin, of Luther, of Beza. Let us welcome the spirit and Ioftﬁ
toleration of Milton, Zwinglius—the spirit of Jesus Christ himsel
Then will the dawn of the new age have begun and the dark cloud
of crime, long gathered round creed and dogma, sink hack into the
night of oblivion—while the splendor of the promised vision will
begin to illuminate the world with its fruition and inaugurate the
epoch of intellectual freedom, spiritual unity and unbroken broth-
erhood, among all the races of mankind.

Henry Frank.

SILENCE AND SOLITUDE.
BY EUGENE A. SKILTON,

There is an intensity of pleasure to the soul which lives in the

heart of nature, breathes her pure air and treads the maze of her
pathless woods. He who thus winds his solitary way with observing
mind, sees a universe welling uP from _ever%/ atom and feels a zodiac
vibrating from every star. ~Alone with the prolific, silent life of
nature, mankind possesses a sense of cor_npamonshlp supremely
greater than he ever finds within walls built by man. Moments
come when the intensity of a life-time is concentrated in a glimpse—
when the soul Stands in the solitudes of nature and soars out into or
ﬁermeates the immensity of Space. To such a one, there dawns a
nowledge of a grander Karma—a Universe of Spirit and Force.
The muse of Poetry is but a silent whisper to the thunderous
eloquerhce of such a Cosmos; for this is the communion of Man with
Dety through Nature.

There is a communion of Seif—a converse of mind and spirit—
from which the greatest achievements have been effected. Enter-
prises of great moment are not developed in the midst of the crowded
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auditorium nor in the deeﬁest of intellectual society. It is in those
silent meditations, where the mind con_temi)lates the questions of life,
that the pros and cons are most seriously debated. It is then, in
calm consideration, that the clearest and most mature ;}udgments are
formed, those which in later hours govern men in the heat of debate
and enable them to express extempore the masterful decisions of
matured thought. _ o _

When some sweet strain has left its impress on our minds, we
may indeed feel that we are communing with the soul of harmony.
The exqwsne Vibration of the occasion may produce inspirations of
the sublime, but its reaction leaves a sense of the artificial. The
intellect is not sustained in the loftiness of such induced abnormalism.
Only in the silences of nature and the solitnde of seif can the intellect
become the clear fluid that runs with crystal thoughts and teems
with the acquirements of the ages. Alone with the grandeur of life,
we are conscious of its mysteries, realities, and beauties a_ssm? in
3entle review, as though each thouPht, bowing, presented itselt to
iscourse most sweetly to the soul of its conqueror.

HapPlness attains its perfection in the silent meditations of the
soul. The heart that has created a universe within itself and can
draw upon the mines of treasure it has absorbed, is the mind that is
serene. In contemplating its resources and adapting its knowled%e
to the benefit of others, Is found a quintessence of peace which the
world cannot give. Those who thus live, feel a deeper companion-
ship in memory, than the votaries of fashion find in the gayest
functions of actual life. I solitude, a man can choose his thoughts
and companions, as nowhere eise. ~His feeling reaches its greatest
d]g%h whetn, in the silences of life, he communes with the creations
ortneé past. : .

Mere frivolity and levity require the presence of others to produce
their lightness. " In life such affectation is like a froth, which hides
the rieh color of the wine beneath and which in its brief effervescence
loses the very aroma of its being.  On the ocean of life, it is only in
the shallows that the sea lashes itself in harmless fury; it is in the
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deeps that the heavy swell hurls the nautilus of life high into the
dear dome of air, or with the ebb buries it deep in the current of
thought. It is pnlg in the deeps of life that remorseless action
sweeps and irresistibly crushes out dogma with the force that builds
“each new temple nobler than the last” on the ruins of its prede-
cessor.  Depth of thought and feeling can never be fully developed
in the Whirlpool of society; it requires the silence of the sanctum
sanctorum and the secrecy of revery. _ _

Life that has drained all the world offered, realizes that existence
has been no more than a succession of animal impulses and sensations;
and while worldly-wise in_external affairs, is self-admittedly super-
ficial in esoteric matters. The philosophy of life has been a mystery.
To such, ignorant of the most self-evident truths, consciousness
becomes an automaton.  But he who has lived in the deep silences
of life and meditation attains with a sublime realization a knowledge
of Spirit and thougzht, Diety and feeling. Life presents a dualism
from which we must choose—with society it is frivolous; in the clear
vision of solitude It is earhest and sincere, and its knowledge of the
mystery of “to be ™ never covets the chaos of “ not to be.”

The Phnosopher withdraws within himself, studies seif—is then
more able to cope with life and to expand with the knowledge of
the All. - With him, when death comes, life’s sweetest honeys are
extracted. Not so with the pedant, who skims the caldron of
science, quotes famous names, delights in flattery, and when the
end comes is satisfied if vanity has ?wen him its own, o

Silence is deep; Society Is shallow. Life is thought; Society is
vanity.  Silence 1s communion, and in silence is intensity of life.

Tﬂere IS a Pleasure In the Patt]les WO,
There (S a rapture on the lonely shore,
There Is society, where none Irftrudes

| love not Man the less, but Nature more.”—Byron.

Eugene A. Skilton.



PRACTICAL IDEALISM.
BY ALLEN R. DARROW.

A recent writer who signs himself * Fra Elbertus” says among
other things good and true: “ Thought is supreme, and tothink
i often better than to do.” “ To thin _nghtly IS to Create.”

In this utilitarian age, when so universally the ultimate of all
values for man is made to refer to the things that contribute to
his material or secular advantage or prosperity, it is refreshing and
encouraging to find an occasional re_co?nmo_n of a quality In his
nature, and a sphere of Operation for his faculties, larger and higher
than the realm of the mere physical or material. _

Thought is supreme because it is the motive or moving power
for all action.  While the Pyramids of Egypt with their more than
forty centuries of majestic material presence excite our wonder, itis
the Idea, the thought and motive in the minds of their originators
that captivates and longest holds the mind and the |mag|nat|gn of
the beholder. We do not reverence Christopher Columbus simply
because he discovered America; that was a result which was  inevit-
ahle some time, and which some other man might have achieved ; but
we honor him because of the advanced thought and the determined
purpose that would not be subverted, and that impelled to action

Again thought is supreme and Creative, because, unlike all
material and secular forces, it is not circumscribed or bound; and
when it is moved or animated by the imagination, that wonderful
faculty of the mind, it has no limit either of time or space. The
ideality which finds its expression or becomes Creative in all the Fine
Arts, producm? results so valuable to man, is first a conception of
the mind, and thenceforth wrought by the skill of the artist.

It is said of a noted sculptor that he had in his heart and mind a
longing to make an image or statue of Christ that should not only
represent the perfection of his human form, but should impress the
beholder through the inspiration of a subtle and peculiar exgressmn,
with a recognition of his Divine Nggture. Having finished his work
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he called in a friend, @ man learned in the books, to see it; he asked
him if he recognized in the statue any individual of note. His
friend after examining it carefully replied he saw only the perfection
of his skill in the production of an intelligent and benevolent person-
age who might represent any one of the early philosophers. - When
he had gone the artist said sorrowfully to himself, “ Alas! Alas! and
is that all.” But, not utterly despairing, he called in a little child who
Was ﬁassmg to see the statue, and said to her, “ Who is that man?
“ On!” says she, “ | know him! that is Jesus. He is the one who
said “ Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forhid them not.””
And the artist wept with joy at her free and untrammeled recogni-
tion of his Ideal.

In modern painting or picture making, Idealism or the Stimulus
of the imagination never enters; the productions of our modern
artists are almost wholly mechanical; even the drawings and paint-
ings from nature, which are often very skillfully done, very lifelike
and beautiful, are, after all, mechanical, because they are merely
copies of what appears to the eye; while the very accurate reproduc-
tions and “ snap shots” of Photography are wholly mechanical and
Chemical, and therefore, however populdr and desirable, are never
ideal, never prompted by the imagination. But in a large majority
of the paintings by the old masters, particularly when religious
subjects are considered, thought becomes Creative and a high
idealism is made manifest even to a degree that sometimes seems
like inspiration.

Perhaps the most striking illustration of this peculiar quality is
found in the pictures of Christ, the great teacher; whether we
consider the Italian, the French or the German schools of the old
masters in painting, it is a constant theme of wonder how nearly alike
are the conceptions of Christ s personal appearance; There was no
model for their imitation, they could not copy one from the other,
and yet wherever in any of these Sacred pictures the Saviour appears
even if surrounded by a multitude with costumes national and alike,
there needs no nimbus to designate him from all others. In this
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fact certainly thought becomes Creative, and Idealism becomes mani-
fest and practical. S _

It is impossible to know how much, especially in religious faith
and knowledge, the present age is indebted to pictures; it may be
said that they not only illustrate but they teach, they educate.
A modern series of pictures furnishes an exceptional instance of this
power. Possessing objective truth, the series is also h|§zhly ideal
and imaginative. | refer to the series of paintings by the noted
artist Tissot portraying the principal incidents "in the life of
the historical Christ in Palestine. ~ In all the higher forms of
religions, with all their diversity of details in faiths and worships,
there is a wonderful uniformity in the underlying, primal, Theocratic
Idea; and when is set forth the belief in the sovereignty of the one
eternal omnipotent God, we find a remarkable uniformity in the
symbolisms and metaphors employed, and often also of the Tanguage
used by the various writers.  To illustrate | quote from three sepa-
rate sources wherein is portrayed in the similitude of the raging storm,
with its battling elements of winds and lightning, the going forth of
His majestic power:

“Varunda the great God sends forth Indra the god of the thun-
derbolt in his golden armor, who mounted upon his chariot drawn by
fleet dappled steeds, the racmﬁ clouds of the storm, together with his
mseﬁarable Champion Vayu, the wind, that ever moves in the heights
of the atmosphere.  With them also ride to the battle all the strong
troops of the storm.  Not long can the mountain fortress hold out
against their onslau%ht for after repeated blows from Indra’s fiery
mace the rocks and the trees are torn asunder.”—Rig Veda.

“ Ahura Masda sends forth Mithra, the lord of the wide pastures,
who drives forward in a beautiful chariot wrought by the maker, inlaid
with stars made of heavenly substance. Four white stallions draw
that chariot; the hoofs of their fore feet are shod with gold, the
hoofs of their hind feet are shod with silver; all are ¥oked to the
same pole, whose crossbeams are fastened with hooks of metal beau-
tifully wrought.
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“Who can stand before Mithra whom Ahura Masda sends forth ?
A warrior with long spear and quick arrows to maintain dominion
over all the world.”—ZendAvesta. _ _

“Then the earth shook and trembled, the foundations of the hills
moved and were shaken because he was wroth; there went up a
smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured. He
bowed the heavens also and came down, and darkness was under his
feet, and he rode upon a cherub and did fly; yea he did fly as upon
wings of the wind. - He made darkness his secret place, his pavilion;
round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 1he
Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice
hailstones and coals of fire; yea he sent out his arrows and scattered
them, and he shot out lightnings and discomfited them."—Bible.

Thus in the various sacred writings we find ideals highly wrought,
sometimes descriptive, and sometimes prophetic; but always inter-
esting and beautiful because they proceed from the inspired heart
and mind. In all the prophetic writings of the Hebrew Scriptures,
as el as also in the later writings of St. John the Seer, called “ The
Revelation” muchof thelanguage used is so highly metaphorical and
picturesque that it must be carefully studied In order to find truth,
and add to our faith the knowledge so important and desirable.

The idealism that is real and practicaland therefore of permanent
value in the human life must have the motive, the moving Ié)ower of
a lofty purpose; an end to be accomplished. ~ The truly “ Emerson-
jan expression, “ Hitch your wagon to a star,” while so grotesque
and literally impractical, nevertheless conveys a meaning exceedingly
valuable and easﬂY understood. In all human undertakings, and
human endeavors, let the aims for accomplishment be pure and hl%?.

Such is the purport of the teachings by all the wise ones of earth
while the Standard set by Him who was the wisest and best of all
teachers of men, “ Be ye also perfect even as your Father in Heaven
l? LPeerI?e%tl although seemingly so difficult for man, is, after all, the

Allen R. Darrow.



D epartment of Philosophy.
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Art, Literature and Metaphysics.
Edited by C. H. A Bjerregaard.

SUMMER.

Summers sounds are heard everywhere—by the hearing ear.
The vision of “the flush of life” is aﬁpare_nt—to the eye that can
see!  Nature’s song, the strength of the hills, the hYmn of the sea
and giladness everywhere call to worship. Nature’s calendar is richer
and larger than at other seasons: she ofters music of wind and
storms, hird-notes, flower-whispers, love ditties, rainbow-colors, the
quiet of inland lakes and the views from high mountains.

Let us quit the town! Let us go to hear “ the great discourse! ”
Oh, for a baptism in morning dew, and for a meal among the boun-
ties of hill and dale! _

Come and visit the wood nymphs.  Go and listen to the converse
of the wave and the pebble on the beach. Pan is on the mountains
and the Pandean pipes are heard in the valleys.

Where shall we meet?

Let us go first to the woods, _TheY are most human, but they
do not betray us. They cannot gossip, at least not in human fashion.
Somewhere In the woods grows “ the tree of life” for us. For one
it may be the ivy of Jonas or the juniper of Elias or the palm of
Ismael; for another it may be the umbrageous shadow of a leaf-tree;
but for all the arbor vitce grows37where Wwe come recognizing the
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family likeness of all nature. Where that testimony to the Most
High' is made, the coolness of the woods takes away the fever-heat
of our blood, the passionate desires of city life, and we experience
the beauty of life, love and Ii%ht. _ _

Listeri to the innumerable voices and silences of the forests.
They all beg of us that we be still, that we enter into that charm
which lies at the core of all existence. When stillness has been
learned, the book of the solitude opens itself, and the gay sunbeams
Pomt out the letters that spell the love of the Ancient One. The
eaves of that hook are a palimpsest revealing deeds of ours which
call forth sad memories perhaps, or awaken recollections of glorious
pasts, which clamor for rebirth. In either case the charm of the
woodlands has played its tune upon our soul, and we rise full of
refining influences. _

Stanley’s remarks about the African forest apply equally to all
woods: “All characters of humanity are represented here except
the martyr and the suicide.  Sacrifice is not within tree-nature, and
It may be that they heard only two divine precepts : “Obedience is
better than sacrifice’ and ‘Live and muIUPI_y.” Surely there is a
power and a presence in the woods, and that is why the Student with
Breference seeks the forest solitude in order to study the deeﬁ_est

roblems of existence.  The woods wait upon our moods; they nide

the repulsive; they appeal to mind and heart; they adapt themselves
tous; they console Us; they reveal many mysteries and neglected
treasures; they keep our secrets yet speak most eloquently to us.
~hrom the woods let us ascend to the mountain tops. A mountain
is Brahma s special favorite.  Once in the olden days a lofty and
barren mountain complained: _ “Why thus barren Whﬁ these
scarred and naked sides? " To this Brahma replied: “ The very
light shall clothe thee, and the shadow of the pass!n% cloud shall be
as a royal mantle. More verdure would be less light.  Thou shalt
share in the azure of heaven, and the youngest and whitest cloud of
summer’s sky shall nestle in thy bosom.  Thou belongest half to us.”
And that is why the mountain belongs to the race of prophets.
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A mountain is an ever-open Basilica and the earth keeps silence
before it.  But there is not only sanctity in the mountain air, there
IS also sweetness, and we feel ourselves near the gates of the House
Beautiful. As we ascend the altar-stairs of Nature’s temple, we pass
out of cloudland and into the pure air of Thought. It was a right
and correct impulse which dictated, that the Jew should go up to
Jerusalem at least once aﬁear. The Glory of the House of Israel,
though sKmbollcaI, can, however, in no wise usurp the place of
Nature’s holy mountain, which is everywhere—even in the human
heart—when we pass the gates of Nature and commune with the
great Being. . o

A sunset cannot be seen in a valley. It attains its real signifi-
cance from a mountain top. We must ascend beyond the smell of
the fleshpots and make a pilgrimage over barren places before we
realize how impure is the air of t e\_/aIIe‘y and how variable is the
“show.” Is it not therefore a good thing fo take a yearly vacation
and climb the mountain?

Some one will say to us:

“Oh,_teil me no.more of the mountains and field,
For Ocean is sent a new witness to me; _
And the landscape, with all its enchantment must yield,
To the nobler expanse of the wide-waving sea.

~Very well! We will not dispute it. The Ocean has been a
witness to many of the bounties of creation. Sophocles thought the
ocean was the most beautiful ob#_ect in Nature, and Thaies and
Procles thought it the most prolific. ~Alexander sacrificed to the
ocean, and PompeY_ Worsthed Neptune.  We are quite rea_d>{ with
me oldest and sublimest of all prophets to sing “ a new canticle " to

e ocean:

“Thou glorious mirror! where the Almighty’s form
Glasses itself in tempests. ”

The Norse people discovered that the ocean symbolizes hoth rest
and motion.  yEgir near the shore was mild and called Niord, but
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outside he was wild and turbulent. Nowhere eise are we so impressed
with “ eternity, immensity and power” as in the presence of the
ocean. These three “thoughts the waters teach ” are so suggestive
of “ God, immortality and freedom.” The very unstableness of the
waters is so certain that instability itself becomes a rule and law and
certainty. It is this character which leaves something not quite
?ra_spe and understood, no matter how long we dwell by the shore.
tis as Jefferies remarked, we have a “sense that something may
drift up from the unknown.” At the ocean more than anywhere eise
we are disposed to ascribe to Nature laws which are not her laws,
but our laws. Hence we moderns understand so little of the Ocean.
The Greeks were wise; they raised no altars to Ocean.  They
divined something of the Unknown God in it, enough to make them
ahstain from idolatry. Tyndall suspected somethln? of a mystery in
the waves, and said that more _eIectnm(tjy lies enclosed in-a single
drop of water than is exhibited in an ordinary thunder storm.  The
Psalmist declared in ecstasy:  “ O Lord, God of Hosts! Thy wa?/
is in the sea, and Thy paths in many waters; and Thy footsteps shall
not be known!”

The poetry of “ the Most High” does not onl?{ reverberate in the
woody temﬁles, on high mountains or in the howling of waves, or on
the melancholy beach; the elevated mission of natural teachings also
comes from the animated life that abounds in these places and it is
burned mto us by the sun’s fiery flames at h|% noon as well as gent%
insinuated by the moon s pale light. Earth’s ministry is to teac
metaphysics and enforce the lesson that love and law rule every-
where. ~ Everywhere where we may,go in our summer vacation there
IS a blessing awaiting us, unseen Sides of things to be discovered.

none of these angels can be seen or brought into our existence if
we take “the old Adam ™ along with us. As Nature is transmutation

S0 must we be transfi%ured in the light of our Ideals, before we can
profit by a vacation outdoors.

CHAB
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THE DOUBLE PERSONALITY OF GUY DE MAUPASSANT.

Literature mevrtably becomes a criticism_ of life, and one of its
%reat Servrces IS the reve atron it makes of srn in its purgatorral effects.
awthorne d muc of thaft and of wark.  George Irotsbest novelé
prove t euseuness of sy err D’Annunzio has lately introduce
}s]orrow and sufferin mtg his wr trngs In order to bring Hjs hero t(f
latform.  Guy ge Maupassant demonstrated by his own life
that literature |sareve lation of the personalrt of the writer, and hrs
ft rigs are a direct outgrowth of his self- contradrcéor}é exrstence
Ife 15 _an Illustration “upon the moral uses. of th mg
himself did not directly profrt by his sufferings, we may do so ya
study of him ar%d his ur a jon.
he case o thrs author offers several features of great
interest t e] coo |st Hrs descriptions of mental Stales—
unmistaka Y IS ovn—are mostcear and drrect Ilustrations of the
falling apart of the varrous Persona lities that go Ho make “ﬂ the
appart ent personality. - We Jearn how " the animalsoul ” holds control,
how *the human soul ” suffers agonz In Its [oneliness, and, how never-
theless a “directing will ™ keeps &nolgh hold upon this composite bo
to cause the man¥ ang varrou sensations to be recorded in_ the mot
lucid and brillian st){] All these phenomena take place in a man,
P arenty Insane, W ofrnal dies (July 6, 1893) In an Insane asylum,
er havn attempted suicide.
au assant born August 5, 1850, I @ Castle In Normandx
Wsas Iarge and robust of body & a peasant, but from hrs mother he
Inherited a hg strung nervous_djsposition, He su ere mtense
fr?m headaches, the mrgrarne Oonl b¥ grrrts of ether did
relief from time to fime  Under 1ts’ influgnce_ he t ou%ht hrmse
ecsta? and writes in, Sur I'Eau of its exilarating effecti—that he drd
not sléep, but was wide awake ercerved and understood ever thrnr]r
that he could think more, clearly than ever and_more deeEI
mtoxrcatron multiplie hrs faculties and gave him the sense’that aII hrs
Imaginings were true and real.
’g/t %sant |saterr|ble |IIustrat|0n of the fact that “the anrnral
T e S0 competeY master th at no oth gr energy eems t
aheto o more than a fem B\rl)rar rgrmrf ave[\}/ short oneadt
that. - The literary school to which he™ belonged was Naturalism, an
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it 15 Igeenerally conceded that he far surpassed anP/ other member, and
was s restrained than even Flaubert and Zola i sensual conceptions

% Pfsrona xpressions, Most of his country scenes are brutal
eastlal and o esrve 10 the utterraost, though presented in master

y
form, y reveal his apility to escend. to” strata of Iife which are
devoid of the human, and shoywa amil ?rkeness of his souI with them.
Al these scenes are steeped n a sense for which even_ the word erotic
15 too noble, He wallows in such grossness an carnality that we can-
not comprehend how a.human being can Imagine such forms,  We are
comeldto cIassrfy him as a mind’in a group by itself and to Iﬁ
him ve Jl far down “on the scale. It 1s consummate lust which. has
attarne intelligence, but s entirely destrtute of moral sense. It is an
antediluvian monster In possessron of all the worst features of modern
clvilization. nt)he midst of his coarse] k and brutal pictures he
erI sometrmes aor tlﬁ turn out anot er sice of his ch racter and
show himself rn aerial V&rhts equal tot 0sg 0f S hell% ordsworth
Inp uren\uraness e wll say. I love the sk e bird oesa
tewood Ike a wolf and the rocks even as a mountain goat | like
to roll around. in the meadow grass and run around In it |kea orse
and to swim like a fish In the ' water. | feel in me someth rnr%r
forms of Iife and in my trembling flesh vibrates the elemental; a
Instincts an rmoulses I confusion eddy through my veins; | love
%verythrngt at lIves and rows With a love both “animal and exalted
oth”contémptible and ho reagon IS In rff?rent 0 thes thrngs,
but my sens and xhea ‘are roused and full of them.” Tf we did
not susB ?t these words to have the same terrible orrgrn a? those
scenes pefore described, we would call him a nature-poet o muc

Fls Phaﬁ?g it OU‘{OdstlaSnedtht g/;?nlfres i 850 35 atolagi

M? rdsebas d/he(t géc Ve théy show how near the exglted

However, exalted and natural as some of these Iatest ex ressrons
seem {0 e, they are not the true opposites to the former. etrue
opposite IS the human soul,” Mau assant d oes not seem t ave had

easoned undesandn of the differen rf nconscrous we hear

oomg ?r onern S5, desoIaton nd solit eandh ese terms
e su ennqs they express are utt ec dy ! uman
in

one ace ewr faye only penetrate one of tesecrets
nt%n In, an rt 1S thrs the feay fBI sufferings o? our existence come
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from our loneliness.” In Lyi he wrrtef “ marrrt/ not t% be anne
| will no more be alone at nrght | will feel a being near by to whom
| can talk, no mat\ rwhat.” | have a fear to be alone. ° If a man

cgnjr]e0 trnbeI gvce)uld] ktl evvsrthout htesrtatron Ihavte no fear o{ dOStd

leve | upernatura am not afraid of thé
gelreve In total annrhrIatr%n a?ter eath, | have a ?ear of m se?t’El
fear my fear! | fear the waIIs the chairs, all ObJECtS around me

IS s rf they had anrmﬁ | fear my own mind! | have destroyed
rt an now It Stands ostlrke before me | cannot become master of
this fear! ”  Some of"'my readers will have had the experience of bern%
amongncows or horses 1N a stable when a sudden panic takes Rossessro
of them. . They will remember how these creatur?s howled and t re at
thelr fastings to get logse; how pandemonium_ filled the arra o]w
these poor “creatlires oamm and frettrng finally would fall tot
round insensible from f ear aupasisan S suf erm%s were of that
rder. Excessive animal and elemental consciousnes muIt lied nis
}s]ensatrons and sufferings, but no self-consciousness exp% {0 him
rs ps ctrﬁrec r%%r;rtdertrron nor gave to him the power to rise” above himself
T e same fear and desolation of the lost human soul is ex,oressed
Norbert de Varenne in Bel -Ami; Y?u will feel the fearful agopy
of despair. Deserted and lost you will abandon yourself to” the
Unknown, You will call in everydirection for help, out nobody will
answer you. You will Stretch Out your ams Im Iorrng help, "love,
consolatron and salvation, but nobod wr come 0 We suffer
s0? Because our fanc our vain think rnﬂq nas brought us into an
rrredeemable conflict between the flesh and the spirit.” SoIrtude IS the
tg au assant and to th a| terrrbe sufferm whrch follows up on
rssou lon of & personality which % % come. under t e
rn lyence of “ the slorrrt and bePun to Irve f her life, however
wegakly and of small power.  Soflfude here does nat mean volbntary
retirement from " the many” to live in thefu Iness and realit N
ong: " It meani desertion by “the. one,” want, loss, addesoatron a
desparrthat on an intelligent being can suffer, and 1t 1S a despair
an a[%]onyw ich 15 endless, becalse its origin lies, in the will ‘and
mteI ence th% selves. Havrng lost the vision of the Highest,
naving wasted nis strength in senSual pleasures and orgies .an erng
Imme sed In the stream “of forces, which bear downwards, his will ap
his intelligence can exert themselves only upon the  animal, the



1 THE IDEAL REVIEW.

eIementaI and the sub-human. They are capable of wonderful literary
escnPttons and they paint the sub-consciols life m strong light, but
from time to tlme they dlscover to him his solitude pecause their reaI
aim and end and Pur(oose 15 {0 show the wa}u onward and upward.
such momentsthot I|tude he discovers the self-contradiction of h|s
existence and that i
u% al asssa_mhs novels ought to be read I|ke Dante’s visiops
and Stvedenhorg’s descriptions.  They areR chic delineations of the
attltudes of our"various dt?ersonalltleswhent fall gpart. Maupagsant
IS @ most Interesting and very valuable delineator of all that conscioys-
ness which lies below the rational and moral one.  His words read like
* Ietters from hell” and are so terribly real because they are written
n h|s own |teblood His, IS notasoul that rises or hopes to rise, ne
s fully In the (E)ower of a force he himself has created, the Horla. _He
has cdpitulated to Le Horla and declared apres Vkomme, le Horla. The
Norse Hela Is ot so dreadful as Le Horla, CHAB

NATURALISM, AN EPILOGUE TO MAUPASSANT.

The double Pers nalit got Gug e Maupassant i esgeclally m‘]er
esttnq ecause It offers s n Nlustratl on of naturalism or that
schoo which, p artlcularIK‘ I|terature and eth |cs N oUr day exerts so
de asm? anin 0uence aturalism 15 a school which all sodnd minds,
ovmq uth and nothing butt e truth, WISh to avold, and wh|ch the
must earn not to confound W|th true and smcere natlre- wors |

Guy eMauPassfantsllfe and wntlngss% W most emphat|c Ig the
ctausHs and natH £Q naturaltsm and 1tsterrinle outcome In the 10ss of

uman and In Insanit

The natur%hstlc consuousness as illustrated bg his, life and the
characters of his oKeIs con SJStS not (ifl £as nd] flections, but onlg
In Impressions of the leve an o |fe and these formulated int
Infense Phrases It is thus below the line of such_realizations wh |c
ﬁlse our live to? yperlativ dlc\;l\rlun y and worth., There IS nothln
tetranscen enta |t and it not recogimze any principle either
|n the SP ere of nowedgee or conduct unless 1t Is a one perience.
Its ptosophy recogniz force and as

s the nly as a
n{eggu t IS thus almost |dent|ca? vzlth What used to be called
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The explanation of this phenomenon IS not so difficult as it seems.
It has its foundation In the fact that al thrnlgs are ¢ nﬁcrous of thelr
envrronment or IErossess a sense of other t %s]an eir_nature; It
roots also In an. inherent desire_of th(e human ‘mind for simplicity of
conduct ana primitive vigor. These desires commonly seek realization
In the natural and_do not leave the natural tili thiey die or become

trangmuted into s

éonscrousness %tr tttrnPs and their natyre is not to be confounded
wrth hat which ord rngr oes for conscrousness O" thaf sense which
qualif res US s reasona e ‘existences. unrversa or mere con-
sciousness which all things Rossess rs on uality of the mind’ 5
dynamic existence. It 1s°blind to all rea ons or 1fs own laws an
Iner nature, and can ?onserﬂuently not raise rt?ef above itself,
example; a free can se ect Its food and can place most of Its flowers

and fruits on the sunn side of the tree, but if can determine nothrn?
as regards rts own ultimate furﬁoses nor can It turn itself into. anothe
orgartism, for rnstance an. an It 1S mere dv an expression of a
commaon natural [ife and is.not an individual Independence,

“The natural soul ™ 1s hidden in"the unrversalrty that bore it and
which gives it its life and existence. It depends entirely upon climate,
season, etc., in short, uon all kinds of cosmic conditions and its exist-
ence |s the more com te as It hecomes or 1S attuned to the vibrations
of unrversal motion. thrs ondrtron IS no better than that of
the_child in tn ewom r not ndependent.

The fault with Naturalrsm i 1ts fimited and one-sided attitude to

Nature or the Universal, It se% ﬁnly expansion in Iongrtu&ie but does
rt]tnse {0 rgher latitudes with the Tising sun. Itrls lind to the fact

that In the wood ssome trees rise above ‘the general mass, that there
are leacers everywhere and that Nature teaches Mmeta hysrcs In ever
act and movement. It turns to itsel e1 noé to the prrt WhIC
raws everything Info the Transcendental. It enres the Transcend-
ental, ever thrn whrch E)roves Ends and Pur g

From thjs low djsposition of Natyralism follows nﬁtura vy its hope
essness and pessimism, rt% utter lack 0 rniﬁrratron ower g Its
pre erences or rcitureso lite lived |n the slums and in moral degra-
(lj\/l lon. t its followers die as suicides, or as rnsane aS

aypassan

g?n Ellarly enough the coug race was given to Naturalism by a
man, Huxley, upon'whom was heaped more abuse than upon any ot er
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Contemporary, on the assumption that he was the prophet of the move-
ment. "In his masterful and eloquent Romanes Lecture of 1893 he
explained that the real key to evolution was not imitation or compli-
ance with the Cosmic Process, but antagonism and Opposition, and
that the Ethical Process consisted in ‘ pitting the ‘microcosm  against
the macrocosm and to sef man to subdue nature to his higher end%
nconclu3|on It may be well to remlnd the reader that the above
u]a listic form of e J)resslon ogs n ttmpy the teachtng of a dualism.
The an uage Used Is congitione ¥ necessn Moreover when |
sea he Transcendenéal the Idealistic, | use It t? mean and .to
#) the Great, the Good, the True and the Beautiful all of w |ch
termis stand for Being, that Reaht%/ which our illusions constant rt/
limit to small and narrow conceptions.  Naturalism 15 such an 1llusio
ary limitation and therefore so Iow and pessimistic.

CILAB

IBSEN'S “WHEN WE DEAD AWAKEN.”

I the wmter season had been before us, | would not review Ihsen's

Iatesw; e&ause the 1m resu?ns made by It would correspond 00

th'the dreariness.of the cold.  But summer i before sandvve

%re ful oftensm life and frununess hence, b contrast In the

est condition to see how utterly an. author can fail to realize the

?reatnes of his own ide, ang fiow incompetent he can be to give
orm and expression to a deep feeling.

“A Stran %r Lady " is the main erson in the Play, though not the
one who acts emot Her name Js Irene and presumanly this name
I chosen for symbolical reasons. Irene means peace, that eace
which comes after war.  She symbolizes in this drama that eace
which follows “when we dead awaken,” but that Beace IS gall onl
an | uston Her ap pearance on the’ scene pro ces condltl ns
treach erous as those] %wc san (f at ﬁro lem_ IS |t|t sen
tries to solve? Who ar ead’ the first place |psen

esents Mbela sculptor g andbutal gottséwms the cause of all the

|seey rama, as dea died after f|n|sh|n%h|s %(eal
mast (tuece “The Resurrectlon Daz for which Irene St e
be'”hg ) iera‘f'é’hatﬁétr i her [0 i 1 e
IS aIs gcf "and seems to have djed a?ter our years of wet?dedal?
In which she watted for him to take her * up into & high mountain and
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show .her all the Ior¥ of th world?” %e iled: to him thrs
promrsewas onI |ureo seech his 0 ect erng to_lure her
g Hrs re atrons to her ern “only an
e |so e, Irene |s aso ge ﬂ she 1S ‘most
terestrn She died when he deserte but sne Irved on even
|nt e ra e s]ecould not live wrthout hrml}ow om she &1 qiven
ner soul er form, and mwose |mage eha create therr
child,” * he Resurrection Day.” Maia and [rene are
dead” of the drama and It is with reg ardt them “this epilo ue
wntten An rns ector at the baths a landed. npro netor nd Srster
of Mercy als rgure but the%/s ymb olize noth r ssentigl In If; J
Inspector and the Sister are onl convement lay fiqures”: the landed
[)Jroﬁnetor Is a beastly character such as Ibsen “commonl introduces.
fhejm is his name and _profession.  Ultheim 1s th Norse for
Wolf's-home,” viz., the. incarnation of a wolf. H? 5 Pon
unsuspecting women and is the enemy, of socret Butfon’s descri
tion of a wolf fits him to a nrth?/ rsagree le In everty) resgg
with mean air, sava%e look, frightful voice, insupportable
Perverse nature ferocious manners he 15 odious ; NOXIOUS whrIe

ving, useless after dea
§u %sen reatlgl understood the toroblem involved in the
sentence wen we dead awaken’ think not, ~ His dramatis
personce move and have their berng rn Iove only, and rn Iove at that,
which seems but little ahove sg love. As In mosto his other ans
his men are heasts of desrre an hrs women M/ -toys.” now
nothing, It seems of truth law, and lifé 15 to”them merr\e,\)/

emotio To Ie means to Ibsen to lose sensual love, and t a

means . to discqyer, as does ubek, that to be married four or rve
years is “a trifle long, yawhing, to teil” the wife so, Irenes
attrtude grvesaslrghth( drffe orit rnterpretatront “10 ol]re and “
awaken ™ hut does’ n rntro uce an Pnncrpe rom a her worId
Ibsen’s clums o edient of making Irene and |sgﬂoear In
Masses of sno wh le they ascend thé mountain 1s aImost to burlesque
nis own |dea and mtentron

eare dead when we are fied hand and foot, mind ano life in our
own llusions, In the conventional, or when we, without freedom and
Ind e en ence are mere objects of the play of cosmic, forces. We
awa en when we realize our bondage and take ste%s to free ourselves
to five a self-centered life. The power to awaken must come as It
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were from “ outside,” must be a principle from “ above,” or la grande
passion. Rubek cannot reﬂresent such a prrncrﬁle to Irene nor can
she beit to him with one husband “in a c urchyard somewh ere or
other” and another “ far ?Wa In the Ura ou‘nt rns—amon

?old mines, and the recollections of a model: * I have stoo on the
urn- tabIe—na ed—and ‘made a show of myself to many hundregs of
men—after Z Maia’s “awakenin ﬁg |s strI more m sterrous

When shes sRubek and Irene o off, she_is legally, esrng

free; but how their violence can be an inspiratjon to 3 new life Tor
her, is mcomprehensrble and how Ulfheim, with whom she spent a
nrght on the mauntain, can represent a liberator can be_ explained
ontytorlt the principle that he is an enchanted prince; but Ibsen does
nof teil us 0.

“Whenwedead awaken” is a naturalistic play, though differing
somewhat from the ordinary ones, by having some symbolism in it
and a few metaphysical points. These latter are perhaps uninten-
tional. Naturalistic as it Is, the play touches only rndrrectY the great
Problems of the Science of life: it is simply descriptive of how four

“lovers” change partners. It avoids pointing to any ultimate
purpose in existence and describes only features of life well' known in
divorce-courts. Its psychology is trifling and superficial. It presents
such everlasting changes in *the animal soul ” as are analogous to
the ever- vari/mg shapes of clouds and the instability of water.

. What of the vrbratronst 0o throu gh this drama? | Jiken them
in their, weakness to the . |es op a ba near a great crty K
nave neither force nor purity out Ient¥ flotsam; t]ey do’not brea
on t)he shore echorng the yster es the dee% e onI Wwet the
nebnles that Ire about for.no sPecra purpose.  [nsen’s wor IS, not a

rama r a soul-reproduction of the breathing u rverse the palpitatin
artototegreatePManorNature Atﬁestg Pt rP hi ’

ISare etrtron of the I0eas of John Gabriel Borkman Its moraIs that rs
to sa tem raf unintentionall ta}rght are as immoral as.the g
e lovers rgnore the, Tact that tne eyvquntarrI ound
the seres to perfornk [)tarﬂ dutres}before awakening” a]
bons%annt (e roken Wit unrtg An act 0 15
varmrcando rofoun 5 nificance.  1bsen’s Jovers leave behrndt em
previously assumed duties.  Perhaps he Intended to Paro 5 that
great prophetswors wrch were, “Let the dead bury thelr dead

C. H. A. B.
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NIETZSCHE AND INDIVIDUALISM.

Friedrich Nigtzsche’s fame is constantly growrnﬁ though these ten
ears he has written nothrng and has lived in an insane asylum, The
eason for this is that he Is & embodiment of afundamental princjple

and that he represents much of the essentjal nature of the modgrn
f Irit, The first is his teaching of Individualism In OpRosrtron to Col-
ctivism and the second s nis ™ gentleman-morality ™ Ih contrast with
what he calls *slave-morality;” the latter is really a necessary result
of the former
As an' individualist Nietzsche i |s in ComParrtX with Frchte and most
romanticists, and behind Ahem all lies idealism. ~ An idealist 1s neces
%arrl an mdrvrdualrst and of aristocratic notions; hig arrstocrﬁ
owever, not the same as oppression and'tyranny; it means her
tyge and prof under recognrtr n of duty. Nretzsche condemn? de

r{ which he understands the Iareua marn% to-d a}j
that kind of unrversalrt}q which |iat(5arn?db eveIrng1 nward but
dernocracy asaways een

no uwar He sagfs
downward steps %eneratrng nr)ower Against democracy he
Iaces rndrvrdual erI rn?trn t and command: he Is even not afraid to
dy We maly he “anti-liberal even 10 hardness and cruelty.” He
mrrs the ordly nature He s “lord ™ Who has P]owerto realize
is r ?] save "who Is weak, He | 00KS Upo Nérgoeon asa
“lord and e criminal |sthetypeothe strong man under unfavor-
able_conditions.” Notions of this kind place him rnstron%antagonrsm
tmoorCa Srrstranrty He hates Chrrstranrty and calls its morals * slave
The true man isthe individualist and Nietzsche calls hrm the “ Qver-
man.”  Nietzsche IS In his.own eyes the hero of the Ideal man and hrs
leader. He has dreamed himself into a world eond [gnoo and evil,
nas risen to the state of the “ Over man " acts oraIs and Is
an embodiment of “the s[prrrto arat uF ra.” Theers OWeVver, no
Sstﬁm rnNredtzscheswrr s: the r}/ e mosaics of his mind. His
t their expression and solution In the p ersonalrt}/ of tpe

Ings fin
hat t

phi foso her and man. He IS S0 stron? a man In our da
culture hrstor%/ of modern times cannot be wrjtten witho tconstant
re erence to ﬁ Influence, and this I especraII%/ true as re ar st e
Continent.  The ultra-conservative and.’ govefnment

Kreuzzejtung, has gone to the extreme of placing his wrl trnqs on the
Index of forbidden™ reading.  This shows how truly he is the most
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representatrve |eader of that movement of Contemporary thought which

Hué\f ca(!e (e New Reforn t|0 |vrdualrsm Inside the Church Irnes

xander Vinet represente
and teworkhe did was as well defined an owerfu prosecuted

that of Njetzsche. Heantagonrzedwrt ndreaP orce the/ Ieve?rng socra?
Rantherstrctendencres of church- Irfe and maintained that the |n vid ua
ot the collective mass of members, was the objnect of sa vatron and
was the one that pore termage Soclety or the so-called “social
ynit” sonl%/ an arrangement conglomeratron Irkg the ocean and
the earth 0 undeveloe monads and IS not self-centred nor self-clirec-
ae Societ the social unit ” exists for the benefit of the indi-

ual and n tvrce versa,  Soren KAerke aard was another man, inside
the church, who also fought for the. rights of the individual. . His
attacks were drrected agarnst Hegelian“universalism, and mrnrsters

%ta ving, from th S[tatfe in Teturn for their offices in redu |
Citizens to onedience. Al these men refer to Socrates as the

teacher and “ the father of ind |vg ualism.”
In our day when so many false movements are set a-going and
when effemiriacy and weakness of character IS so Prevalent among

those fired of trie old orcler of things 1t s imperative that the doctrin
of fnd}vrduahsm and se? re?rancegsh eptau nt and shoutj ain

et prominence, It is a doctrine thoroudhly A%go -5axon and %on
§enra| fo Americans. 1t is the force thal fas made man what he is

nd It 15 the creator of “human worth ” or that somethran; whic grves
Us the dominjon of both heaven and earth. Under the [-

orm
acter “t 1s,” as said Charles Sumner, * everytning ”; it ma?<est
“’man: trmbe}7 out of which | rs built the krn[%d m.Q Peace truth and

l?ve it.Is. the secre of a a]theart and the oil In the lamp of true
eing: it is the mora order the universe.
IVe LS melrke th emancd
{10 \(r’hml eat true art ady hands:
oes not kill;

omthes rlso cannot buy;
Menwho POSSESS opInions avvrI 0
0 have h noF—men who will not lie;
l\/bnwhocanstan before a gemagogue.

d scom his &e’agaero S tatterres Witho tvvrnkrng,

In puthSu B andh pr(r)va{t\eetﬁbokrng

C. H. A. B.
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NOTE TO OUR READERS.

In this Department we will glve space to carefu |tten Commum ations of
H§nt on n¥e0f t]he ractical es ons f eve |e consr eed romte
arngs ¥5| al an os hlca thou t 1‘a
demon tratedas oth 3 lever an a aI nce for all the d| cuItI rob enﬁ Ife.
appenings, expenences an Qments |n the am and the Com
mL“tty restts of th ou%t stuc[i?/ eriment; unu ual ccurre CeS wherl
authentl Tcated tlons ge 0INtS o on t em tteb ra%rca

aﬁtg ication. 0 rtncg)esda Ide all ex erlence, eta% e In

the qiscretion 0 toEe I ort Hto avajl Ies e Questions

Bse In one n%tm r ansvvere reaglers In Tuture. n]bers or may
the subject of edlitori exRIanatton at our dscretto “ is hoped that tE

earnest arts an careu tlnkln% minds of t ewordwr ne to make
nIS Department ot p (ereslttn d instructive, to the htgh degree to which
e subject Is capable of development

IDEALISM.

How seldom the world looks at the actions of its fellow-creatures
from an ideal standpoint. It is natural to criticize. We all do it,
consciously or unconsciously, mentally or verbally.  Like all natural
tendencies it should not be suppressed so much as directed into the
right channel. ~ Criticism is but an unconscious striving for the ideal.
Were we all humanitarians and idealists, only just and helpful criti-
cisms would be sent forth in our great ocean of mentality.

| like to think that thoughtlessness, rather than selfishness or
malice, is the cause of so many harsh criticisms.  Most of us feel that
if we do not trespass on our nelghstiors rights, and prevent them from
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trespassing on ours, we have done our duty to the world and ourselves.
But when one can soar into the realm of icealism one finds there such
an atmosphere of lovc and tenderness that oncs soul cries out,
“ Verily, we are all one with the Infinite.

It is then that one has reached the mountain top and can calmly
and pityingly look down upon those dwelling in glass houses far
below. ~ As the sun of penetration is focussed upon them their petty
lives are laid bare. Many are content to dwell in their fragile houses:
they are o busy watching their neighbors that they do not know of
the existence of the beautiful mountain so near their doorstep.
Others know of its existence and long to reach its dizzy heights, but
have not the courage to bear the scrutiny of the multitude. Some
court the public gaze, but do not know the right path, and aimlessly
stumble around until discouraged, then fall back into obscurity.

Now and then we see a happy being suddenly throw off the
restraints of conventionality and, mounting on the wings of enthusiasm,
gain the realm of Idealism. It is only while in this state that we can
Influence or stir the world. ~ Emerson says, “ Nothing great was ever
achieved without enthusiasm.”

|dealism has no limitations. ~ This world seems made up of the
commonplace, but if we look closely we can see beauty in eve[}/thing,
like wood violets hidden in the tangled grass that from a distance
|ooks like one bed of green. “ Come forth into the light of things;
let Nature be your teacher.”

If we attributed to the actions of others only noble motives, soon
their actions would respond in noble deeds.

“Live as on a mountain. Let men see, let them know a real
man who lives as he was meant to live.”

Frances DEWEY.

Be content with doing with calmness the ljttle which depends upon
yourself, and let a“ eIse De to you as thoug% It was not.—F%neﬂ)n. P
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HEREDITY.

There L th|n\9 We cannof overcome
not thy evil |nBt|nct 1S mhthe
Ort at some trait inborn makes thy whole life forlom,
And calls down punishment that 1s not merited.

Back of thy parents and ﬂrandﬁ)arents ljes
The Great Eternal Wil t, {00, Isthine
Inheritance: strong, beautiful, divine,

Sure lever of success for one who tries,

Prx| up thg/ fault W|th this ?reat lever—Will!
OWeVe d edded ropensity,
However flrmI et | teil thee grmer jet
|5 that vast power that comes from Truth’simmensity..

Thou Tart a part of this stranqe world, | say,
rces |e W|th|nt ee. Stronqer far
Than all th y mortal sins'and frailties are.
Believe thyself divine and watch and pray.

There is no noble helght thou canst not chmb
All triumph sma}/ oe thine |n Time’s utunt{y

If, whatsoe'er thy fault, thou dost not faint or halt,
'But lean upon the staff of God’s securtty.

Earth has no claim the soul cannot contest.
Know thyself gart of the Eternal Source:
Naught can stand before thy spirits force;
The soul’s Divine Inheritance’ls best,
—E11a Wheeler Wilcox, In New York Press.

“ John qhwent to church as usual to-day ?”

jj What was the text ?”
Well—er, you see I ‘didnt et there in t|me to hear the text.’
“What Was the YQISt of the sérmon, then ?°
e glscan teil. You see, mother, 1 came out just before he got to
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THE WISE MAN AND THE SEA URCHINS.
(V.

_Nothing ever delighted the Sea Urchins so much as a long walk
with the Wise Man, and, knowing this, he took them the next day
far inland to where some great old trees clustered together in a
beautiful grove, within and beyond which arose steep rocks whose
formation could be distinctly seen. _

At the foot of the cliff a clear spring bubbled up into a clean,
deep rock hasin, and, overflowing this, ran noisily away over the
round white ﬁebbles and yellow sand to find an outlet somewnhere
beyond the shady grove. _ _

“Here is our restlnngIace, my Urchins, here by this cool, sweet
spring.. Look yonder, Brownie, and teil me what sort of a rock do
you think that 1s ?”

- “Atis full of little shells, the same kind that we see on the shore,
sir, every day.”

thiS“?’HOW do you suppose they ever got up to such a high place as

“ Can they crawl like snails 7" asked Blackie. _
Maybe the water was up here once,” ventured Ruddy, turnin

a Iivel% ePink as his Suggestion met with a good-natured shout o
amusement,
He Iaugr?s best who laughs last,”” the Wise Man said, smiling.
Ruddy s rag t. Time was when all this ﬁart of the continent was
an ocean-hed, and these very little shells nelped to build the solid

ground upon which we stand. _Did you children ever stop to wonder
What the great ocean was for 7"

For? repeated Blackie, “ th/ it’s for ships to sail on, and
ﬂ]eloi%g',io bathe' in, and winds to blow over, and—oh. a lot of

“ Onpe upon a time there were no ships to sail—no people to
pathe: tién WAt s I for P peop
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“ No people, sir 7 Was the earth ever without inhabitants ?”

“ Yes, Snowdrop, without any inhabitants.”

“ Maybe it was Just for fishes to swim in then?”

“ But when there were no fishes, Goldie 7"

“ Was there a time when there wasn't anything nor anybody ?
—when there was just land and water ?” _

“ Suppose | were to teil you that there was a time when there
wasn't even any land or water ?”

“Is it a joke, sir ?” asked Blooy.

“ It is the most serious matter In the world, Blooy.”

“ But you said that thmgzs always were.”

“ And so they were; but not in the form we know them to-day.
That which goes to make the land and water always existed in that
primordial essence we know about. But that which made the land
was no more the solid land we know than the dancm?_dust-mote_s
are a solid mass, or the fine particles of moisture floating about in
the air are the heavy ocean waves.” _

“ Then how did it get to be the land and water ? Did the earth
kln.owohow to go to work and get itself into shape ? Is the earth
alive 7"
~“1 like to think so. It surely isn't a dead world; for its heart
is filled with the fire of life, and nothing upon it is absolutely quiet
for the space of a second. Indeed, | think of it as a lively, likely,
sturdy youngster just out of babyhood; an infant, as it were, of
great promise.”

“ But, sir, isn’t it awfully old ?”

)y Bompared to what, Ruddy ?”

1} S.”

~“ And compared to that cloud of darting midgets yonder, whose
existences are ended in one brief Summer day, our own lives might
well seem to endure for unending a?es of time. Compared to the
year of the planet Mercury, whose four swift seasons crowd them-
selves into three months of our earth-time, how long seems the Year
of Neptune, which contains nearly four thousand of our months!
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Can you grasp the fact of a winter season lasting for nearly a
thousand months 7 Unless we comgare those things which come
under our observation we shall never be able to %rasp the true value
of anything. So, you see, although | may tell you the earth is
millions of years old, it is, taking older planets into consideration,
comparatively speaking, a baby.”

* And will it ever grow old ?”

“ As surely as we ourselves grow old.”

“ And then will it die ?”

ém”then it will die.”

“Does that distress you, children ? What if nothin% ever
changed—for death, we have learned, is simply a change of form—
would you like that, my Urchins ?"

“No-0; it would be very tiresome.” _

“ And there’d be no use in anything ever having started to be,
would there, unless it could go on improving itself ?”

“ Teil us about the end of it all. ' Does everything have to come
toanend 7 _ _

“ All material things, yes, my bog, that is the law. Nothing
except the essence of things abides.  See, when | throw this stone in
the air, how it goes and goes swn‘tlr UF and _up for a while, then

radually inclines to the earth, to fall at last into a state of rest.
hat was it that sent the stone spinning so high and so far ?”

“Your hand, sir,” said Violet.

stone @,ut what was there in my hand to enable me to throw the

“ Strength, | should say.”

“ Strength of what, Violet?”
“ Of muscle ?”

Of muscle. But what have | hack of the muscle that enables
me to use it 7 What sent the stone through the air ?”

“ Would force be the correct answer, sir ?” _
|t was force energy in motion. And the power was mine to
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throw the stone where | chose. Who remembers a copy-book
saying in which the word ‘Fower. occurs ?

“Do you mean ‘ Knowledge is power’?”

“ Yes, Violet. And so back of power was knowledge. Now
knowledge is the state of knowing, and to be able to know there
must be a brain upon which mind may act.  Now, back of mind lies
—Wwhat ?”

“Your seif," declared Brownie. o _

“ Truly my seif; and that is true of any seif which uses a brain.
But suppose we go further—go beyond seif, anY seif—what then ?”

The children had gathered eagerly about their friend, losing no
syllable of his Speech. The bright young eyes clouded in perplexity,
and little puckers began to show between the knitted brows.

“ Canyou teil us that, sir ?” softly breathed Violet.

“1 can tr¥. Once upon a time a tiny black ant was badly hurt
by the fall of a small stick near the ant hill where it had been
working. It lay there in pain, and possibly (had | had the ears to
hear so fine a thmg? moamn% in its agony. Soon after a soldier ant
approached the sufferer, and, after seeming to have examined the
wounded insect, ran off at great speed to summon enou%h of the
meénbefrst of the community to help the crippled brother to shelter
and safety.

“A ?/ot of symPathetic little fellows hastened to answer the
summoner’s call; ‘but, alas, when they reached the spot their brother
was dead. The soldier ants éas they are called to distinguish them
from the workers% then hurried away and brought a big worker ant,
who picked up the dead body, and carried it off to some place of
hiding.  After this sad duty was done, all went about their usual
business. ~ Of what might we call this an exhibition ?”

“ Of intelligence.” _ _

“ 1 should call it so. Back of all these little ants’ *selves * with
their human-like brains and evidently reasoning minds, intelligence
there certainly must have been. Now, by means of this same
intelligence is the thought of the living being made manifest. To
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the Intelligence of the ant-self—to the Intelligence of my seif thought
comes, and it differs only in degree.  To me it seems that the ant
brain, because of its smallness, is, when compared with my own, a
far more marvelous thing.”

“ Then is that the end—the thought ?"

“ Rather is it the beginning! ~ Thought commands the force that
moves the worid, and creates all created things.”

“ And back of thought 7" .

“ Comes the diviné principle, Love—the core, the heart, the
soul, the spirit, the essence of all that is deathless, eternal, ever-
Iastln%—the Essence of Life.”

“ 1t will never end ?” _

“ Never; for Love is God Himself.” _ _

A hush feil upon the little ﬁroup. A score of birds sang in the
great trees of the grove, and the water of the spring added its liquid
murmur to the joyous harmon)(. _

From afar off where the tilled fields sunned themselves under the
cloudless skies came the sound of the farmer’s whistle, the lowing of
cattle, and, after a time, the blowing of a mellow dinner-hom.

“ Children,” said the Wise Man, breaking the silence as he arose
from his seat upon a moss-covered boulder, “ that call is for us. |
have artrgnged this little surprise for you; and now let us go and
enjoy it. o

Dinner at the farm-house!  Oh, the flaky biscuit, the sweet
butter, the amber honey, the smokjng vegetables, the cold salad,
the rieh milk and fresh, delicious fruits!

And after the feast was over the long, lovely walk oceanward
again, with the briny breezes blowing elf-locks back from fair Young
brows, and the whole &ourner bristling with interrogation-points!

“Let us g{o back to that stone that came to rest after its
somersaulting through the air. Force commanded by intelligence
under the direction of thought sent it upon its journey. Just so
much eneg]y stored up within it by the hurling hand and its own
weight and motion—or what we may call inertia—caused it to move
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on for a certain length of time.  So worlds are hurled into space and
when the force stored within them expends itself they must sink
into a state of rest.  So beings are started upon their [ittle earthly
journeys, and when the vital forces give out they die. So my
wound-up watch runs down; so all things make an end and go into a
welcome state of rest.”
“ A welcome state, sir ?” _

~“ My little Snowdrop, did you never tire yourself completely out;
did you never play, and romp, and move about so that your limbs
sank Wean_l?/, and failed to support you ? And the eyelids drooped,
and the pillow under these pretty curls seemed soft as a summer
cloud, and the used-up little frame, Stretching itself gladly upon the
couch, allowed the soul to escape to a heaven of sweet dreams ?
Once upon a time | wrote these little verses—will you hear them ?

“ Throughaut the day of labor,

Thestriving and’the pain,

The duties done or HnUSt begun,
The sunshine or the rain

There_js a ghost that haunts me—
A pillow Soft and white,

Its linen spread upon my bed
All ready for the nigfit.

“ | know when day is ended

And_tasks and duties done

And night comes down upon the town
At setting of the sun,

That wearZ with the working,
|'then may gladly cr.e

To where isSpread mg downy bed,
And lay me down t0 sleep.

“ And so.through all my lifetime,
My little edrthly daé,
It is'not fear that’s ever near

But happiness alway.
And as Ipcqimbjlife’s %ountain,
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S0 rygged and so steep,
No _tas %gl sh?rk, %ut sing and work
Since I s0 soon may sleep!”

“Is that what death—what the end of life will seem to me ?”

“Just that, dear child, unless gou let fear teil you hideous
falsehoods. And then when the glad moming comes------"

“ There’ll be a morning, then ?” _

“A moming, Snowdrop. AS s_urelﬁ as the daylight follows
darkness! And each one’s dawn will snow a rosier light, a more
?oldlen glow, and each restful slumber far, far sweeter than the
ast!”

“ Oh, why do people fear to die if this be so?” _
H\‘;lBe,gause they do not know that Death is the blessedest friend
of Man.

The sea-waves, now that they were approaching the shore, sang
loudly enough for them to hear their musical pounding upon the
sands,  This brought to Blackie’s recollecting mind the fact that the
question as to the ocean’s use had not been answered.  He therefore
asked for an explanation. _

“The ocean has a monstrous work to do, my hoy. It is the
builder and the destroyer of continents, ~ As persistently as it manu-
factures rock it tears it to pieces. It is the great reservoir of all
vapors supplying the principal elements of life. Over it blow the
warm winas from the tropics, and as the sun’s heat draws the
moisture up into the air the winds become laden with it, and,
reaching land, are chilled by the colder breezes. This chill forms the
cloud, which is made up of tiny atoms of moisture, or what we can
best describe as ‘water dust,”the particles of which, coming closer
and closer together, at last condense into falling drops of rain.”

Will you teil us about the time when there was no ocean ?”
asked Blooy. “Was it just dusty land then ?”

. *No Bloy» there was never a time when ‘land dust " existed

X%'éﬂoﬂtbewﬁter dust” Yes, I'll teil you about it, gladly. When
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“To-morrow!” cried the Urchins.

“ Before anybody was alive ?” _

“That I'mgoing to let you say, Goldie, after 1've told you.
Man has been going—no, | shall say cotning—to school here for ages
and ages and ac?es, and perhaps when there was not as yet any
human form ready for him he might have learned a lesson or two in
the form of a mineral; then, perhaps, a plant, and so on up the
ladder of finer forms, until this wonderful tenement in which he lives
to-day was prepared for him by his own realization of Diving Love.”

: Eva Best.
(To be continued.) vame

TWILIGHT.

~ The rieh splendors of a summer day are fading. Gently, away
in the blue heavens, she has folded her bright banners of light and
fastened them safe with glittering stars. _

Long, mysterious shadows pierce the hearts of the hills and creep
soft%y over the meadows, _ _ _

he sun flashed like a great, burnished shield, as it passed
downward through the Hateway of the West.  Tremblingly, the last
tender lights fade. Through the dewy atmosphere we feel the
fr_a%rant breath of the flowers—and abroad, through the wide, wide
highways of the world the twilight wanders with velvet feet.

Adelaide Greene Clifford.

_ 1L is not necessary for each member of the human fam|Ly_to reéaeat
in detail the experiments of all his prececessors; for tfieir results
descend to him by the System of combination in which he lives, and he
acquires them by education.  With them he may stand at the top of
the |adder of human culture, and build a new found to it so that his
children after him my climn higher and do the like,

For there are mysticallfy in our faces certain characters_which
(I{/?erycim them the miotto of our souls.—Sir Thomas Browne, Religio
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FATHER TIME.

‘Twas In the long-lost careless days,
When childhood’s sprm_? Was in its prime,
|, wandering through life’s pleasant ways
First came upon you, Father Time.

You took in unreswpm}; grasp

The hand held out in friendship’s name;
| did not try to loose your clasp,

But smiled upon you when you came.

Oh, then your %ifts were fresh and new,

The hours you brought were bright and long,
And have seemed steadfast, warm, and true,
While life itself was one glad song!

The happy singers, you and |,

Together smgm% songs of mirth,

And sweet love-ballads, by and by,

Which soared above the common earth!

You led me o’er enchanted ground

Where kingly Cupid reigned supreme;

S0 sweet were thoughts that wrapped me round
| longed to linger there and dream.

But still with unrelenting grasp

You led me through the magic land,

Nor loosened once your steady clasp

Upon my oft rebellious hand.

You brought my pretty babes to me
And placed them ‘in my happy arms;
The world all sunshine seemed to be,
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And gladness drowned my weak alarms,
| blessed you then, old Father Time,
You led me through such lovely lands—
Life’s joy-bells rang a golden chime
Swung to and fro by angel hands.

Whence came the first faint minor thrill
That jarred upon mg joyous moods?
Our sunlit heavens began to fill

With shadows wherein sorrow broods.
My anxious eyes %rev_v full of tears—

| blamed %/ou for their overflow;

| feit my heart grow faint with fears,
And saddened with prophetic woe.

And more than once if after years,
Through shadowed valleys dark with woe,
Through floods of silent, bitter tears

You bade my little children go.

They would not stay for all my cries;

| could not follow without crime;

Shut were the gates of Paradise—

And then—1 cursed you,

Father Time!

So long ago—so long ago—

And now my fierce and fiery heart
Hath changed its hate to love; and so
| wait to watch the storm-clouds part.
| wait to see the heavenly light
Across my life’s drear threshold climb;
But shall Death, in his kindly might,
Part us forever, Father Time?

Mrs. Sixty.

63
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SUNSHINE LAND.

They came in § dght of a lovely shore
o Yellow as gold”n thte mornr{r

e sun’s own color at poon | wore

And had faderf not at tne fall of nig ht
Clear weather or cloudy—twas all as one

P y hills seemed bathed with the sun;

Its secret’the sailors could not understand,
But they called the country Sunshine Land.

What was the secret? A srmﬁle thin
It will make eyou smile. when once fou know.
Touched b%/ the tender fing ers of spring
A million blossoms werea aglow;
)] man())/ S0 many s small and” bright
e vere ¢ hills with a mantlé of Ir?ht
nd the wild bee hummed, and the glad breeze fanned
Through the honeyed figlds of Sunshine Land.

If over the sea We two were hound,
t port, dear child, would we choose for ours?

We wou J sail and ?arl tili at Iﬁst we found

This tairy gold o a million tlowers.
Yet, darlrng we'd find, If at home we stayed,
Oforgarn Al tda%ma || {o skou\r/ rleacsgggs arﬁ mdade

— af hand—

Lre the golden fie fw?ds orT] SunshYne Land.

—Edith Thomas, In New York Weekly.

Man is a soul using the body as an instrument.—Proclus.

L L8 L Py s O

rngressron mto the divine shad ow, accord rng to mystical theol 0%

th }ﬁ have aIreadg had a he\ndsome] antic ggrtlrJ nrto()fthremve%r rt'hThW

a man er, and the earth 1S as 0mas
rowne, In '&ehhstranh/l



The World of Thought.
WITH EDITORIAL COMMENT,

MENTAL ATTENTION.

In any of the mental processes that go to make up a day’s work,
the value of attention is much greater than is usually recognized.
One who gives close attention to every detail of his subject, at its
first presentation and while it is being placed before him, will have a
clear understanding of the subject and will retain it well for use at
the proper time; while he who gives only partial attention, thinking
of something eise meanwhile, or perhaps mdul%m? the opinion that
the matter is so simple as to require little thought from him, will find
that when he wants the Information for a definite purpose the actual
knowledge has escaﬁed him. _ _

~The reason for this is that the memory Is the redg|ster of the oper-
ations of intelligence; and whatever is clearly understood is at that
time recorded, automatically, as it would seem, by the mental oper-
ations of the mind which understands the problem or subject. This
takes place through the imaging Processes of thought, by a sub-
conscious Operation, and is absolutely exact in all its operations.
Each detail of the subject that the mind intelligently understands is
instantly pictured and that picture goes on file, as it were, in the sub-
conscious realm of mentality, where it remains until called for by
intention or called into action unintentionally by means of a kindred
activity occurring in life’s experience. _ o

Atfention means giving the forces of mentality to the examination
of a subject, exclusively, at a given time; then the picturing opera-
tions of the mind are Certain to register acoi)y of the idea. This is
all that is necessary for the most perfect results of memoiy. c

65
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ATTITUDE OF THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.

At the recent Ecumenical Missionary Conference at Carnegie
Hall, the late Rev. Dr. Behrends of Brooklyn declared that he wolld
gladly sign any creed that“permrtted him t sronal creeas, and that
what wad most needed is “the Power to put all creeds in a pile and
set fire to them and burn Hp he gross.” These sentrme ts were
recelved by the members with genera apglaudrng It 1S becoming a
conviction” universally that formulas of toctring, instead of bapding
men together of ong’ mind, are o many sources of conflict and divi-
sion, separating those Who'are Serious |nc Ined, into rrvaI camps.
It "has also . become a matter of notoriety that members of he
Beveral reljgious communities are mdrfferen 0 Aechnr (al questrons of
elief, and"00 not nesitate, when |nterro?ate ISavow t
Such doctrines as the gochood of Jesus Christ, the vicarious atonement
eectron and regrobatron of individuals without reference t]o ersonat
arag e, en ss torment, a corporeal resiorrectron Specjal
sacredness of Sunday or any other day, are falling into desugtude,
?dreh;arl% r¥ Serve as formerly to provoke contention between professors
It |s now Sixty- frve years or thereahout, since Luther Myrick of
Cazenovra New “Yor heb %an a movement for the abrog aron of

echnical creeds, and lon ofa sincere worshi erso he DasIs
a common %rotherhoo Myrick ha P

een a resnyterian
gyman, an a zealous reformer especrally In the tem erance

nd ntl- sIavernyfra?d He wasamember of the Oneida Pre
nd uoon beirig ougtto trial or |svews (att)emﬁ]te to e
nem from the” Bib ewasseerY Ilence e ecararon
hat the Presbyterran Confession was he ac&epted interpretation of
ne Scrr tures by which he would pe ju h dged.” He was condemneqd
accordingly.  He' afterward made his home in Cazenovra where he
ublishe aweekl journal to omulgate the scheme of a union, of
hrrsHans as one Chureh, S eye sar(‘jter hig deat] Gerritt mrt
erra Green William Goo war Pritc ett Washrngton
|§kney, and others held a Conventron to pu r\)Nt the plan in Operation
several congregations were_ formed in Western' New York upon

t at bagis, But the exciting times in the political world, and ‘the
eath o? the prmeipal reaéerg Seem to have Farrested VYte movement.

QJ(‘)O‘_"
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It Was, however on smoulderm in the ashes. New_leaders of
rel rgrous thgug e to the ro t, many no less srgnrfrcant than

[ War eecher %/man Abbott, David Swing, and ofhers, their
Reers g refer wrt confrdence to the fact that the Gospel es
ownere propose a formul ao doctrine or the %oun S for one, V
relate to matters of Irfe Th eg can even frnd erit Where former
only error was descried. Unitarians are kindly regarded, and not
many weeks since a Congre atronaI minister declared from his pulpit
that Unrversalrss r? ﬁached the h)

The Broad C of England and'its American_ congeners belong
in the same categeory e same feeling is %arnrn? ground over
Protestant Euro Even the. Roman body 1S Rot quite”Impervjous.
The controversy wrth Dr. St. George Mrvart has revealed that a large
number of sincere C thoIrcs are |n S mP E)ywrt the |beraI move-
ment of the a? The volcano refuses to be' capped, nierachy
Ena tseggegont(r)rt) gtamens thoughts to the vassaldom of the Dark Ages,
U r
i m”atte?é”rggt Qutpet T, el e 2 Sl

U lib

and)oh%rnt fgrate the relig rous bodlies. yThrsywafs manrfest aft)e/r the
ongresso eligions at hicago, The fact was there brought to
view which had been before concedled, that the peoPIes who had fceen
represented as in “ heathen blindness” and “bowlng down o~ wood
and stone, ” were worshipers of a One Su reme Bern and in other
respects worthy of respect and fraterna [ %ard as apparent that
they must be treated” accordingly, as men who are manI deaI with
ong another.  Many of the drfeences were i name, rather than n
fact, and In respect to social morality and Probrty, the record of
Christendom has exhibited no marked stperiority

But a chﬁracterrstrc of the reli Ggerous world a5 of the natural IS
polarity.  When an advance rs mad® In one direction, there is also 3
receding to the opposite, Poe We have seen it in the driving of
Doctors Brrggs and McGiffert_from the Presbyterian Church, in“the
virulent attacks on Bjshop Potter, In the excommunication of Dr.
Mivart. _ In France religious brgotry 1S assumrn% even a more violent
form. The caé ?f Dre fus exfiibited g bittern s]s towa]r the J ews
and |sre0qar com ’ustrce reeking with the sulphurous smoke

t) Ages, when all plagues and vrsrtatrons Were followed by
ra olic crue ty
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Now all Protestantism is |ncIuded in the pr g o(Pa%anda All through
France, the accusatlon IS diligently circulated that Profestants are
treacherous 1o the countr Iyan n thance with the foreign Eowers
No falsenood is too absud romulgate,  One writer invokes old-
time martyrdom, such as characterized the isth and ieth centuries—
even to auto-da-fds and St. Bartholomew massacres.  He says:
he Catholics are too scrupulous.  Nobody can make an omelet
without the breaking of eggs. No revolution can. be obtained
without advancing oVer dead” bodies. Do you_think it would be a
crime to condemnand Euttodeath such men' as Zadok Kahn Reina h
Sc eurer - Kestner, P| uart, Zola, Brisson, ves of, J aur
Cemenceau Monor an Rane because th eg have o anized the
re)/ S CONSpIrac 3/ | confess openly that I would have o hesitancy
to ote for the dedth of this Reinach, etc., and such pastorsasMonod

It may be said to this wnter as a Jewish Contemporary says of the
m|33|onar¥ movements generally: “He that preiacheth e4ce capnot
g hrive Wte sword,” Religion s va ?ble as It di useé
protherhood amo %men and th|s Is never promulgated o V\Promote
by rifles and cannon-ball, ~ The Taity, however, are”qutgrowing. their
ddling clothes, and thou h religioys bodies exist I connnued

Siva
rivalship, there 15 still” pros %ct ofg awn to usher in the sun and
wYth?%gbrhlgn ter day. e AW

THE SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY.

The next meeting of the School will ?e h%ld at Metag 5 sical Hall

Monday, SPtemberz at 830ﬂ %r eeectlon fficers and

ap(nﬁmmen of Committees, to er with the Pannm% of th egeneral
[k for the ensuing year. Socl \era mee|ng at 9

ten regular mtee mgs have been held nnlq the™ season t! ﬂ

ot

at tg mast of which papers were read and discussed with
Mterest 2n

Dunn ten j)xt ear some defi Onﬂe eégenmegtal work is peeted

be car ommittees and members, an Interesting aevelop-
men Sare 00

The Library and reading-rooms will be open through the summer.
Partlaf Cataloques canab % Pe to Members an Ag oc}ates

Leander Edmund Whipple,
Corresponding Secretary.
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VEGETABLE MAGNETISM.

There is a plant in India which, is said to possess an astonishin
magnetic power.  The hand to chrng it recerves immediately a stron
magnetic spock, Whrle at a rsta e of twent \A)r feet the” magneti
needle exhibits sensibility to its influence.—A.

TRUE EDUCATION.

The aim of educatro] n should be rather to teach us how to think
than what to think, rather to rm rove our minds so as to enable us to
think for ourselves, than to load the memory with the thoughts of
other men.—Beattie.

WISDOM AND PHILOSOPHY.

Wisdom 1 tekn wledge, of things divine and human; and. the
hrloso her fwrjg;dom over§g derIves h(tJ esflgnate}on tt]rom it. " Philos-

ophy 1s'a longing after wisdom, the endeavor of the mind to perceive
t?e*hrngs tprg 9egtly have being. —Aqgnous P
MEDITATION.

Out of the depths of sufferrng the heart cries for wisdom, Truth
IS the desr era m of exrstenc Error is a stalking shadow that

blights an %ooms ope faith asorres to knowledg * knowl-
edrg demonstration, “awakes to rea t reality plossoms Into
wisdom. Truth rst at unchangeable law of the unjvérse which estah-

es the coincidence etween e Idea and the reality—the hypothesis

nd the demonstration. aur%;ht that thou thinkest, O Man, 1s true till
that thought Is evidenced | exPressron and_ registered n Nature,

%w en'the Unrverse responds o th a/sou does the soul discern the
truth. It thou Ah |n est qgoodness, pdrity, love, thou must embody
these th ouo s in thy being ere thoo] canst know their virtue.
think 1 rs no $ 10 know. Thougnt may be the O}r]muzd or Ahrr
man of ern? e god of darkness or the"god of light. . Think th
houghts info form—erI the |dea |nto ex ression, Thrnk love b
oving, goo ness % ernr%g honor %/ eexercrse of virtue, an
Integ Y freedo fro ishonesty.  Then hath t 1,vtho %ht verrtP/
and Tea |za |on Byt mkrn{g adapt the |n |vrduaI Iretot |eun
versal : this Is the“secret of happiness, the _&y of exrstence Thus
come Wisdom, Peace and Plenty. Amen—Rev. Henry Frank
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THE CHINESE AND RATS.

The story that the Chtnese make rats an article of food is authori-
tatively denied. The anjmal tat has been supRosed to be the rat is

gramt Ivorous, and lives In the field, subsisting on rice, and. as cleanl
nd choice as a hare or rabbit  But only starvation would induce any
dieting upon the rodent—A. W.

GIFTS.

The richest glfts that we can bestow are the least marketable. We
hate the ktndne s which we understand A noble person confers no
such \9It as his whole confidence: none so exalts the. g |ver and the
recet i produces the tryest [gratttude PerhaBs It is ongessentlal
to frien shtptat some vital frust should have heen reposed

one In the other. What 1t God were to confide In us foramo ent?
Should we not then be gods H. D. 7horeau.

INTELLIGENT CONFIDENCE.

The randest |neII| ence oe forth |nt? the world of thought and
observa on: believin nno eV| afraid o not}hmg because 1t1s new,
and of nothing becauett |s old; no p artY ot ofr of S0- caIIed
conservatism, and as little a p artx to the late- eottn %otr
Brogress reag Ing the Sweet, opeN, ancient air none the eis ee%
ecause It has been'the breath o aII our kind; feeding fearl eSSYurPO
t)he frutt of all time, anﬂ with no Ind] estton uesttontn a

ut questtontng as with the heart | fhe eyes, and In “the, spint ot
credence Th skett)ttc splrit cooRs itself as |n abox and will belteve
only In that which it can fln%er roud \ glreat mind
hasa reat horizon, and tholghts th Iaunch thems ves ik ea%te

from le r1e, and afeqr a ?ve ever% other to cre |t Insufticie
the opulence and expression of God's thinking.—D. A. Wasson.

Here, look at Medlcme Big wigs ?old -headed anes Latin P]
scriptions, shops full of aomiriatjons, recipes a yar onﬁl cun?
Pattents dru%nn g as sailors bring abou aW|d stll
lies a a ptece—ar utine, In snort, of |vm unfortuna
tPeopea iesso if mIgs either toq odious' to swallow, or too acnd
tgl od or, If that were possible, both at once.—Oliver Wengell



THE WORLD OF THOUGHT. 1

THE TONGUE.

“The boneless Aon?ue 50 small and weak,
Can crush and kifl.” declares the Greek.

“ The tongue destroys a greafer horde,”
Declares the Turk; “ than does the sword.”

The Persian Rroverb WISE|\( salth
“ A'lengthy tongue—an early death.

_Or sometimes takes this form mstead
“ Dont let your tongue cut off your head.”

“The tongue can speak a word whose speed,”
Says thegC?unesep outstrips the steeg

. While Arab sages this |mrt])art )
“ The tongue’s great store-house is the heart.

From Heprew wit this maxim sprun
“ Though feet shoulé slip, ne’er?@J thegtongue

The sacred writer crowps the whole:
“Who keeps his tongue doth keep his soul.”

o 5 A AT e
e U ych | | U
star?d V\Slthoupt Ia)t)our for that he recelve(r% mtellectua? Ilgﬁt from
above.— Thomas a Kempis.
God appears_in the best thought, in the truest speech, in the sin-
cerest actﬁ) Through his uregS irit he glveth h%a?t N, prospertty,

devotion and eternity to the universe. He is the Father of'all Truth.
—Z0roaster.

Let us repose in this tenet, that God is the |nteII|%|bIe world, or the
Place of sp | Its, like as the material world 1s the plage of bodies; that
t|s from™his éaowert ?y recelve all their moaifications; that | } f
|s W|sdom they find all their ideas; that it is by his love they feel all
helr well r%gu ated emotions.  And since his power. his wisdom and
IS love are tut hims glf let us lﬁelleve with St. Paul that he Is not far
from each of us, an that in him we live, and move, and have our
being.—Malebranche.
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VOICES OF FREEDOM By HoratroW Dresser.  Cloth, 196 pp.r
$1.25. G. P. utnamsSons New York and London.
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REINCARNATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT By James M.

Pryse. Cloth, 22pp., socents. Elliott B. Page & Co., New York.
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