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Seirit PrHOToGRAPIY—CHarren IV —(Condinued.)
MD. TARKES,

I fourth and last person to whom I shall refer as a profes-
itonal photographer, who has sueceeded in taking spirit piotures,
# Mr. Parkes, of 6 Gaynes Park Terrace, Grove Road, Bow., He
s indeed only lately entered the field as a prolessional, having
liad no expetience in the photographic art until he learned 16
Ander direction of the spirits who communicate with him. The
Alory of Mr, Tarkes’ development as a medinm for photographic
il other manifestations is this: From early years he had ‘heen,
A most medinms have been, the subject of abnormal spiritual
;._i'uﬂlmnea, though at the time neither he nor his friends konew
nything of snch matters. He continued to observe these mani-
Aestations of external power ab intervals throughout his life,
without being able to refer them to their true source. Some
thres or four years since it chauced that Mr. Parkes made the
equaintance of Mr. Reeves, the proprietor of a dining-room nenr
the Greab Northern Bailway at King's Cross, Affer some con-
yersation about Spiritualism, he induced Mr. Parkes to try a
pitfing with him, and the result was that very powerful mani-
lestations were obtained; and the communicating spivits pro-
ised that spivit photographs shonld be given, 1f the proper
directions were obeyed.  Accordingly a camera and chemicals
Were procured, and photographs were taken. These early efforts
were tude in execution, as may reasonably be expected. The
gperator had no technieal or practical knowledge of the arf, the
ipparatus was of the cheapest descriplion, and the room in
‘which the pictures were talen an ordinary upper room in a small
house. However, tude portraits of the communieating spirita
Fol, IX, i
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were obfained, and at times recognised portraits of spivit frie -3‘{_
of sitlers. Dr Sexton records, in the course of an interestir
paper on Mr. Parkes’ sxpericnees 1n the Chrisfien Spdrifug
Jan,, 1875, that he was one of the early visitors, “and, at 4l
very fitat sitting scoured a likeness of the late J. W, Jackso
who had passed away just before” DMMrs. Jackson lestifies
the same effect in the following letter which appeared in tli
Medinm, May 24, 1872:—

My Dzan Mz, Borys —Will you kindly aiford me space in your we
issue to relate my experiences in apivit photographs. T went to My, Roecw
in York Road, who is not & prolessional pholographer, and thervefore hing
interest or motive for producing satonnding vesults, When the very simpld

arpangements were made, Ieat down, and in a few seconds longer than 18
usual for oedinary photos:, T distinetly recognised the face of my hnshan
standing over me,  The expression and chiselling of the fentures, cento
of head, the enrling length of beard, and ontline of form were as pecfioel
when lw was on eartl.  There conld be no imposition in this instance
My, Rleaves never sow or knew anything of my honsband duving liia life.
A fow daye afterwards T toole o lady friend, who sat for her photogeap
alzo—n stranger 10 our kind friend, My Beeves,  On (he other side of §
small tabla at which the lady was geated, when the plate was {aken fro
the eamera, appeared two spirit forms, which were immediately rocoomis
as fwo of my [riend's ancostors, who had left 1his eerth many yenrs ago,

Wiy 24, 1872, E. B. Juckson. 2

Dir, Bexton further records that he “requested his fiend B Bows
man, of Glasgow, an expert photographer, to make a thoro
examination of the camern, dark voom, and appliances in
This was at once allowed, and My, Bowman pronounced imp
tion impossible.”

Messrs. Reeves and Parkes becamo widely known among
Spiritualists, and o great number of photographs were take
From some hundred or more in my own possession T shall ens
deavour hereafter to convey some idea of their special peculinns
ties. The development was sleady and satistnctory; and N
Reeves had nearly completed the erection of a glasa-house fon
the better purposes of photography, which house, in ovder that
no alien influenee might be there, he had serupulonsly hu
throughout with his own hands. No little expense, and
more labour and paing had been expended on it, when M
Leeves suddenly decided to emigrate to Canada, . As
Parkes had worked in concert with him, Mr, Reeves * magn
Lising” the camera, it was considered that the phaofiograph
experiments were at an end. _

This “magnetizsing” of the camera is peculiar to Mr. Park
photography. He is unable, by his own unaided efforts, to
a fully developed form. White blurs, and flashes of light, an
cloudy appearances, not unlike those in the Clitton photograph
Le can get, but not a full form or a clearly markel fa




HUMAN KATURE. 147

Woordingly he secures the presence of some one whose ® payehis
" gupplements his own. Mr. Teeves was such, so also the
sar telative of his own" mentioned by Dr. Sexton in the
Micle above referred to; and now, still more ap m%:rintely, Mrs,
Mrkes ncts as * better hinlf,” and supplies the lnck of “ influence”
i ber husband,  The “magnetiser” stands by the camera, holds
lit hands upon it, and allows the current of force to flow into
li6 wood, in preciscly the same manner as a table is charged by
it hands of the sitters in » civele.

- My, Parkes is now taking his photographs by the magnesinm
Wik, and under test condilions. Dy, Sexton thus details an
xperiment which he made —

b In order to convines gpeetalors that thore iz no possibility of deceplinn.
Mr. Parkes has lighted opon o plun which is alike ingsnions, simple, nnd
Wllsetive, for demonstrating the genuineness of the picture, As adaglk room ia
Ailispenzablo in photography, nnd as in the anee of spirit pholographs thera
Mppears to bo o necessity for the photographer to have the plate in his
Jlissession in some sach soom, for the purposs of magnetising it pruvions to
il being placed in the camera, a snspision uaturally arises that this offers
{ unity for the playing of a trick, nnd thoes imposing npon the sitter.
My, Parkes, therefore, Lhas ld s small aperiurs mads in the wall of this vaom,
Mongh whish the apectator enn see all thal gosson, and mivy, congequontly,
witeh the plate through ite enbive process. A faw duys sinee, we ourselves
Went for the purpoze of dbinining a pieture noder the sieietest test sondi-
Mons, and cama wway in evory sense of tho word satisfied with the resnlt
'We first seleofed ihe plate from & packet which had just come in, and, in
wrdor to malke sure that the whole packet had not been prepaved, heonght
ine nway which we' still relain,  We marked the one to be used on the
wonzion, and nover lost sight of it up to tho dime thet theve nppearcd upon
I in conjunction with oue own portrail, thet of a spirit fignre.  As to the
para, it remuined in the room all the evening, open to the inspeetion of
iy one.  Wo may remark here that, being evening, tho portrait was laken
¢ means of o magnesinm light, which wan found to work admirally on the
WMinkion.  Bpirit phntugmﬂl.}' is, therefors, an eatablished fact, heyond tha
ossibility of digpute, aud e, Pavles 18 ouo of the mast snoeessfol modiums
Iy manns of which this wonderful phenomena is now noeomplished,

Mr. Parkes has afforded mo the most complete facilities for in-
Yestigation, and I can endorse Dr. Sexton’s testimony. 1 marked
i new plate, and followed the process throughout, obtaining upon
Ul i ghostly figure, for whose presence ordinary oxplanations do
fob aceount, Ik is fair to Mr, Parkes to say that he is jealously
funced round by his spirit guides with restrictions as to con-
flitions, under which alone they are able to work, No one who
5 gone ab all into the question of Spiritualism but must have
ghafed now and then ot the conditions imposed, and have
Wonderod why so much mystery and darkness shonld be noces-
ury. The days are coming, we earnestly hope, when much that
Now hampers free investigation will be swept away. The
peonnta that we receive [rom Paris and America, as well s
what ocours amongat us in England, point to the wreatér fumili-
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arity of the operating intellizences with us and with the m
which they employ to manifest among us.  For the present
must be content to accept the logic of facts, and fo do our b
to tabmlate the facts we gef, and to remember that, though
cannot do away with conditions, we can materially improve th
by patience, passivity, and sfendy perseverance. 1 firmly
leve and earnestly gay that il we thought more of patie
evolution of truth and fact, and less of the convineing those whi
do not care or will not take reascmable trouble to be convinced
and who, in most cases, have no niche in their minds into wh
these facts will fif, we should obtain far greater resnlts than
do. Conviction does not come of one or two phenomena
gpen and suspiciously viewed by a hostile observer, nor even
a few plain facts which a mind strange to the subject wmust v
with wonder or with amused or scornlul aeceptance at hest.
eomes, if it comes at all, after patient and carelul investigafi
of many phenotmena, and many assertions made and verified o
and over again, and by the gradual evolution of a coherent the
to aceount for what at firsk sight seems so strange and grotesg
Be thiz as it may, conditions there are, and they st
oheerved,  The most we can do is to make the hezt of them, &
hope for their gradual withdrawal, The spivits who ope
through M Parkes decline tests, save in the case of one plaf
at each sitting. After that plate is taken, no more can bhe b
His plan, thevefore, is to try for recognised portraits ohce @
twice without test—the porleail, if obtained, being the hes
of all—and then to allow the experimenter to select and tolls
a plate throughout, for the purpose of obtaining a photograph @
a spirit on the plate which he has selected and marked.
horing a hola into the side of the dark room, he has enabled
obgerver to watch the plabe through the entive process
manipulation. 1
Out of the number of pholographs taken by DBessrs. oo
and Parkoes, or by Mr, Parkes alone, a very considerable propo
tion ave alleporical pictures, or portraits of his own band |
spirits, or of some unknown forms. 1 shall have oceasion p
ently to uotice the extrerne variety of the results, For
present, T wish to present evidence of the recognition of som
portraits taken by Mr. Parkes as representations of depat
fricnds of the sitters, Towever curious other results may
this is immensurably the moest important. i
The following letter from Judge Willinmg, U.S.A., testifies
_his success:— i

160 Finborough Toad, West Brompton, Jan. 25th, 187

My Dean Mi, Pangris,—T have for a long time n':mtumplnlud wEl
you, and acknowledging the Teceipl of the photos., which I received o
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8 day bafore wy leaving for Wales, and sinee my retum to London
f time lins been taken up with other more ing cares. It however
i nifirds me much pleasure to stale that 1 fully recogmise these two first
bures, talken by daplight, one as boing thal of my spirit-wife, who passed
the otlier world in the vear 1830 ; the other ag that of my father, who
o wwny dn bhe year 1832, at the age of 62 years, My wile was but 27
i of nge when she was taken [rom me, nover, ns T then snpposed, 1o
b il oomuaunicate with me on earth, anid as T was then tanght, thore
il Lele hope of ever meeting in i noxd world ; bot thanks to that
il nngal, T am in almost daily eommunication with her, The last
i, bdeon by dhie Cmegnesinm’ Hgbt are nol good, and although conpara-
Waly pluiu, I eannot recognise them, T am perfeoily satiglied that they
e genuing, bt are too much distorted aud blurrad to be recognized.  From
rappenranee T think the spirits made o noble effort on their part.  Yon
I recolluct the day was bad and the light did not act well T shall give
funother trinl when the weather gets soltled, so they may ba taken by
light —Yonrs, A. 8 WiLLiaus.

" Mr. T. Ansell, of Waliham Cross, adds his evidence:—

Wltham Croga, 25th Jan. 1876,
Thign M, Pamirs,—T have mnoh plassnrs in baaring testimony to the
(ithfaluess of the spivit photograph taken by you of my late father, TIn
dilifigion to the slviking likeness, the nmiform, with the cocked hat and bolt
A most convinging to my mind,  Tn fuel, the more 1 examing the porteait
Hie morve portwdn T am that it 35 genuine—Yours very traly, J. AsssL,

Iu u private letter to myself he further says:—

1 big to state that theve is only one photograph of which T ean &

th cartninty, nnd that is the ane of my father, Ay mother wis the sitter,

Wi she, together with my sister and brather-in-law, (ully reccenised it. My

ihier upposrs in the uniform of an officer, the sword, belt, and socked hat

i thero to ehow that the picture is & reprosentation of my father. 1 have
i orlinary phiotograph of my father in uniform, but it is easily ssen that

lie spivil ouo could not be a copy of the othor.”

Mr. Collins, of Woolwich, favours me with the following
pttar—
| 15 Thomus Steenl, Woolwich, Feb, 4th, 1578,
 Dipan Hime—Your letter of the 2nd ingt, veneivod, With regard to aﬁmiiﬁ
oyt o lebler Uial you mey print in Hewan Nodure relative 4o recoguis
irit photographs, I mnst el you that 1 occupy s peenlinr position.
Altbough I linve sat to Mr. Parkes. nnd obtained good resulls, T have failed
b recognise any of the spirits, thongh on magnelising the enmera whon
persnnal frionds or relations have sat (in poiut of fact lending m{dp‘mcrfnr
o kinte), one or two spirits have presentod themselves that I econld unmis-
Bakeably rooognise. Notably one of my father-in-daw, for which my mothor-
A-law sat, 1 mngnotising the eamera, My wifo oblained = tolarably elear
photograph of lﬁ iz snpposed) wy father, and slthough it eertainly is
yury like, there wee one or bwo discrepaneies which do not justify my coming
o i fixed eonelusion on the point. With regard to the particular conditions
under which these photos. were taken, [ oan give you no information, ag L
S had poy idea thit my evidenos on the poinl wonld be of any valuo to
Cyou. Bollies 1t to say, that when T livat gat, L hod & very steong donbf as
 Ehe power of departed sonls to afloot o sensitized plate, and took avery
preenntion T eould think of, not only to provent trickery, bmt, if puasihlﬂttu
L noy other scientific canse s to thaly presence on the glass. Being
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a photographer eo amaforr mysell, I oeould, and did, sugoest tesls, th
wurg complied with, snd which certainly convineed me that as far as T oonl
gon there was no attempt at deluaion, - ¥
T mugt say that T consider spirilt photography the most intevesting s
truthful monifesiolion we have yot been Messed with.—I am, &e., 3
James Connma,

Mr. M. Nunn answors some questions which T put to him a8
to his success, thus— o
4 Carlisle Streat, Soha Sguare, |

: fith IPeh., 1876, i

Bin,—In answer to your questions of the 2nd of this month, the photi
graph you allude to is & relative—indesd, a ehilld of mine, some nine ye
of age.  Lb i, Beyomd any doubls, recognised both by mygelf and alsg
all othiers who hove gesnib. I donet think more than siz or seven has
geen it, for neither myself nor wife desive fo hand it about.
The eiveumatanees are theso:—>Some  sightesn  months sinee, an’
guaintanes of mine, & lady, wished o sit for o gpicil photegraph; she w
wifh o daoghiter of mine,  They heought back two phatooraphs, hoth apes
ing likenesgea of my departed danghter, In ome photograph the gp
appeared walking to the sitter, and in the other it was walking from
pitter, T do mot remember gitting muself: thie may ariee from my na
tiaking any interest in Spiritvalism. 1 eould willingly velor yom to
davghter, but she was 20 affected at the time of sitting, at the speald
likeness of her gister, that T do not feel inclined to canse her any move suf
row on, to her, a painful subject.—Y¥ours respoectiolly,

To M. A. (Oxoni. M. Nuxy,

Mr. Bobert Nunn sends me ong of the most remarkalld
photagraphs which BMe Parkes has faken. If represents an old

man, with long white heard and hair, holding up & walking sti
at the level of his face.  The sitter is not in focus,  This iz M8

Robert Nunn's evidence:—

6 Gaynes Porlk Terrace, Grove Road, Bow,
Hept. 17, 1874, i

Dieam Sin,—Mr. Parles has handed me your note, snd asled me tow
a fow linegs and send the photogeaph I bave ol my denr friend, s he he
net one that he conkd sond. ' i

1 firat hecrme aoquainted with my friend in India in 1646, and T am anr
the photograph ¢annct be mistaken by any one who konew him. T do na
reoolloct the dete it was telen, bot T remember it wea towards the end
lest year and late in the afternoon, after two or three friends of Mr, |
had hnd their sitting, and that 3Ir. P.oal the tme gaid, T shall not ot
to foeus yoit, bub we will tey i areybhing will appoar on the plate, Tt pro
bably would haove been more satisfactory for what you require lied
gitter boen foenased.

T must tell you my friend had a grook quantity of hair, whish was pag
fectly wlite,—thiat he alzo walked with a sfick, which he is holding up'd
tho photograph.  He was attaeked with palysis in India and lelt themn
in 18954, and died in SBeotland in Avgust lnst year. Me Parkes never gay
him or his photograph,  Any further information T shall be'happy to give
— ¥ o mort respectfnlly, Borenr Noxs: 8

Mr. Hartry, of Sheffield, sends the following, " The appearance
plluded to is owing, I believe, to the magnesinm light, which
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o not enpply the most favourable conditions of photography.
Lhe lights and shades are too pronounced, and it is difficult to
joure any tone in the picture:—

i Howard Streot, Sheffiald, Feb, 11, 1875,
Diean Bin——Pardon my not replying ta yours of the 8th instant earlis:,
Dk in the haery of bosiness it had quite cscapid my memory, My wils.
pvarnl feiands, and mysell, vecognisad the photograpl. . I marked and fols
gwiil tho proparation and developing of the plate throughout.  Tho like-
e 16 nnmistalenbls; bat there is o bloaled sppesranse, or, ss o fricnd of
tlng desoribed i€ o bulbiness abont the featuees which my mother never
il noe is it in any photooraph portesit of her taken from Life ——Faithfully
Yitira, Geo. B. Hanray.

Mr. Zacli. Parkes, the father of the photographer under review,

ind for & very long time a most decided objection to the whole
Wuestion of Spiritnalism_and it was with great diffienlty that he
wis brought to entertain the question at all. This is a fair type
ol the mind which has no niche in it into which the subject will
i, and probally he would never have believed in the matter ab

gwn som, At the present T am correct, I believe in describing
Jiim mevaly as a person who asserts to the production of certain
pesults without expressing any opinion as to the cause by which
ey arve effected.  His letter speaks for itsall—

9 Purk Villas, Plomstead Common, 9th Feb., 1575,
. Drar Sm—I have much pleasire in replying to your, favonr of the Sth
fnst., anil trust that my testimony, 8o far a8 it goca, may be useful to you
i proseculing seientific inguiries into a phenomenon which to me is inex-
plicable, I frecly admit that I was, and probably still am; an unbeliever
i whint may be said (o be comprehended 1 spivit photography. I eannot
Meliovo in the presence of spicils, bul thad the lilkenesses of the dEEMM AT
ol gl nnd i}JLi-l]IrH”F representod 1 lavo sow nol the least donbt,
I have seen these vesults prodaced by my son, and T verily believe thob
il e mama been aveived al theongh the inetromentality of any other pers
Ao, L ahould not have belieyed ik, My dopoudanea is on the known feust-
ilniess and integrity of his character, aud L leel and know that he is
parfectly inoompetent to deceive.
T hivve only sat onee for my likeness, wnd the resnlts were, that my doarly
Baloved fulher appeared in the phologmph. There is no mistaking the
lkencss, and my family sll immediately recognised it Others of our kin-
flrod have sat, and similar resolis have followed. How this is done [ ean-
ot sy, Thors is a science opencd for dcrp investigation.  This wondar-
Working is o mo al onca sugmestive of trickery, bul suel thonghts are
miished gince my son showed me the affects of his trial. I have answored
yoar first quory, and T will endenvone to di so as to the seeond.
- I have some iden 88 o Wie possibility of produecing these so-called spivit
Alaniosson, Tt ns it i sioply o theoey of my own based ou o selence T
Jenaw Jittlo of, T lanve it to othera more eapable of attributing o moro just
CpiuEe for thees ollvets, I look forwand with some interesl to the tima when
hi sndsjoot will be well ventilatad, and which T think will end in a sedeal
Sidubion. =L am, dear siv, yonrs faithlully, i
To M. A, (Oxon). Zacw. Panxes,
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O turning over Mr. Parkes' album, the most striking point
is the enormous variety of the designs; the next, perhaps,
ubterly unlikely character of most of them, and their total
similarity to the conventional ghost. Outl of 110 that lie befo
me now, commencing from April, 1872, and with some intermis
gions extending down to present date, there are not two that a
alike—searcely two that Dear any similarity to cach ot
Each design is peculiar to itself, and bears upon the face of
marks of individuality. There iz no family likeness runnin
throngh them all, such as an active imagination might prod
with a little practice in varying the original design. Nor
there anything of the conventional about them. They are wildl
startlingly unlike whalt any one would imagine. Allegorie
pictures of spirit scenes, such as surely no dyspeptic mediu
ever dreamed of; looss heads projected on the plate, apparent
with no connection with any body physical or spiritual; figu
utterly ont of all drawing, such as no one who valued a repu
tion for sanity wonld attempt to depict; pictures in which n
sitber 18 visible ab all, and others in which he is Blurred and 8-
fioured out of all recognition; conventional angels, wings and
all; names writlen in letters of fire in the air, and swrrounded
by crude designs, symbolical of one knows wnot what: th
omitting the more intelligible pictures, are what meets the e
on turning over the series of photographe. If Doréd conld ba
coneeived to have turned Spiritualist, to have lost hia [acils
power of delineation, and to have fostered a morbid Lmagination
toan extremity of grotesqueness, he might possibly produes somae
such designs as those before me. To conceive that any persom
of sane mind could have spent three years in producing such
collection of curiosities i3 to make a supposition which iz more
flattering to Mr. Parkes' imaginative ability than it iz to th
common gense of his critic, It wonld involve I know not what
originative ability distorted and perverted I know not how. Tf
i hard 1o say what facilities for imposition he must have had, |
what accomplices, what immunity from investigation by the
simplest processes, to carry out successtully such a gigantic 1m=
posture. It is to be regretted that those who are ready to setfl
all that they cannot understand by the cheap expedient
alleged imposture, will not consider what such imposture mus
necessarily involve. I do no diseredit to the abilities of tho
phutﬂgm[zmra with whom T have personally investicated—a
who have afforded me such ampls means of prying into all the
processes—when | assert my belief that in carrying ont so vash
a frand they would not be equal to the occasion. Whatever
abilities they may possess would not, I am sure, be found equal
to carrying ont an elaborate fraud which would do credit to the
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penuity and practised talent of the most accomplished swindler,
Ihose of them who live in this country are not even expert
lhotographers ; neither of them persons who would be put for-
nrd as men likely—1I say nothing of their moral capacities;
1 the present, T fear, Spiritnalism and morality in the eyes of
Meptics are not closely united, but on the lowest ground, they
e not likely men—to plan and successfully execute a risky
plece of prolonged imposture.  Declining to swallow a guat, our
Aritics have substituted a portentous camel, which I, for one, de-
line to gulp af.

A considerable number of the earlier pictures taken by Messrs.
Narkes & Heeves together are of this allegorieal nature. Figures
Appear holding the Cross and the Bible, One of the very earliest,
Miken in April, 1872, shows Mr. Reeves' father, holding up a
tuss above his head, and displaying an open book, on which is
written, Holy Bible.  Another shows a cloud of light covering
two-thirds of the picture, and made up of the strangest medley
OF heads and arms, and flashes of light, with a distinet cross in
e centee.  Another, in which My, and Mres. Everitt are the
fitters, taken June 8, 1872, is a symbolical picture of a very
- pnrioug nature.  Mr, Everitt’s head is surrounded with a fillet on
Which Troth is inseribed, while three pencils of light dart up
from it There arve at least two fipures in the picture, which blot
ot Mrs, Jveritt altogether, In a later photograph, in which
Mr. Burns is the sitter, is a giant hand of which the thumb is
linlf the length of the sitter's body., It is just as if a luminous
hind Lad been projected or flashed upon the plate without uny
regard to focuz,  Another very startling picture iz one which
ghows on a dark background a huge luminous erucifix.  Then
we have angels with the orthodox wings, hovering over some
pitters.  One is a very striking model: the face of great heauty
il of pure classioal design.  The figure foats with extended
nrm over the sitter, and below if, almost on the ground, appear
nine faces, projected as it were upon the plate ;- and strangest of
- ull, elose by the sitter'’s head, a large eye, with beams of light
proceeding from it The eye is larger than the head of the sitter,
nnd the whole picture presents a most eurious appearance. In
nne case ab least the figure of the spivit has moved, leaving dis-
tinel evidence of the fact on the plate.  Some show mere fnces
some, heads ; some again, whole hodies floating in air; and some,
]ml"tia].ly formed bodies projected on the plate, apparently ab
iaphazard,

A eonsiderable number of these photographs are recognized by
the sitters. I do nobt precisely name them, because T have not
nbtained direct permission and anthentication, but one lady ap-
Jears with pertraits which she recognizes as those of her mother,
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Ler father, and her grandmother.  The father during his life o
earth was crippled with gout and theumatism. He used to
with a stiel, and his shadowy appearance on the plate sh
him limping with a sticl, with one hand extended in an afti
which would reeall him to those who knew him,  Another
ture of one Alfred REyder, who was shot on the coast of Afr
is a clear likeness.  Ancther of a housekesper who had 1
long in the family of the lady who iz photographed, is a fair
stance of the way in which these reprosentations ave made u
as o invite recognition. The housekeeper was a nery i
woman, and had a habit of plucking with Ler left hand at $hig
akirt of her dress whilst her mistress was talking to her,  Tiwag
a habit that was Jenewn and remarked upon as peculiarvly
own, atid go, as frequently happens, the figure in the photogy
ig represented in the aet of plucking at the dress and apron; and
moteover, on her head is a peculiar cap, the original of which;
am told, was brought from Parisas a present to her by the sitten
during her life-time here.  Another curious piece of evidence
the appearance of a Franciscan mook in the ancient dress
hiz order.  This ancient dress has long heen disused, bulb
picture of it is atrictly correct in an antiquarian point of vie
It is the precise dress whichwould have been worn by the mong
ab the time when he professed to have been on earth. « (An i s
postor would be scareely up to so nice o point of 1dent1ht:ﬂt1
even if Mr, Reoves or Mr. Parkes may he supposed to know an V=
thing abont monks’ dresses).
Passing to the later photographs taken by Mr DParkes in
own honse since Mr. Heeves lalt the country, the same or sim
lar characteristics nre observable, though the majority of them
have been token by the magnesium licht.  Pictures so taken
prezent a very different appearance to those taken by the sal
rays; and it is difficult in some cases to recognise a sitter whon
one ig well aequainted with. The viclent eontrasts of lizht and
shade appear to change the expression of the face altogether
anil, moreover, it iz wnecommonly diffienlt to stand the inten
glave of the lisht during the exposure of the plate. All {
tends to metamorphose a sitter very considerably; and it is
peint worthy of consideralion whether what so operates with
may nob have a similar effect upon the spirit; may not, in faslhy
distort and vender it difficult ov fmposgible to be recngnised.
For, if the knewn face of a living human Deing be changed ot
of I\EL.u"mtmn we may reasonably expect that the unkoown o
uncxpar:’rnd portrait made by the Invisibles for recognition by us
may sufler even more from untavourable conditions of light.
There are amongst Mr, Parkes’ later pictures two, or perha;
I should say three, distinet kinds, The first iz similar to
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pjected fipures taken by him in conjunction with Mr. Heeves,
by ave rude figures of men and women, incompletely drawn
most cases, and elad in the garments of ordinary life. Indeed
i is o peculinrity of B Parkes’ photographs, 'With the ex-
pption of one or two conventional angels, all his spirits are
tessed in ordinary attive of rather old-fashioned type. There is
ot o single *shected ghost” such o oas Mr. Hudson deplets,
wmongst the whole of the photographs before me.  Men appear
Wlho might have been rudely photographed from a badly deawn
picture of the last eentury, in shori-waisted cont with high roll
tollar,  Some appear in (Quaker-like attive; some in a dress
Which any old gentleman of the present day might be supposed
to wear. The women, in like manner, ave diessed in ald-
fishioned robes for the mast part: tight-fitting, elosely-cut gowns
ol o style which was common in the latter part of the eighteenth
gentury, One misght almest imvagive that some denizens of earth!
Aluring the Georgian era had retarned, coats and gowns and all,
pnd were oceupying themselves in acting as “lay fipures” for
Bpivit photographs, It is curious to note how large a proportion
of the pictures show some of these old spirits 1n one form or
pther. The proportion thab such pietures bear to those in which
itters recognise portraits of their own friends is very large,

A singular picture of this kind is one in which Mr. Gledstanes
i the sitber. Tt is one of those taken in the open-air by day-
Might,  The sitter is placed on one side of a small round table,
pnd sitg with his hands elenchied in an altitude of defence; while
ot the other side of the table is depicted & man in old-fashioned
goat, who elutches at Mr. Gledstanes’ throat with his right hand,
the left Leing drawn back as if for a blow,  The attitude and
prpression of the face is most pugnacions.  Mr. Gledstanes sab
down, I believe, in an erdinary abiifudes, with no intention -of
ilefending himself against an unscen foe, and clenched his hands
in ohedience 1o a sudden impulse. T have noticed that these
Migures have a kind of magnetie power which has an influence
on the sifter. T have wmyself, in more than ene instanee, bien
{mpolled to ook in a particular direction at the last moment
iefore the exposure; and, on the developiment of the photograph,
hove found that T am looking in the {ace of the manifesting
fpirit. Sueh a ease occurred at Hudson's lately. T was stand-
i as one of & group of three, in the back gronnd, and had possd
myself. HMudson was aboub to uneap the eamers, when 1 felt
fmpelled irresistibly to turm my head round, and ool in the
apposite direction to that which I had originally fixed npon. L
i mot alter the position of my body, merely turning my head
round as it was alteacted.  In that picture £ am leefing full info
the eyes of Hhe spirit who has taken up its pesition close to me,
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Similarly 1 had placed myself in a particular position at M
Parkes. T was impelled to turn half round and look across the
table. That plate shows a spivit on the other side of the tablg
looking intently into my face. This, in passing, wounld seem o
show the netual presence of the spirit near the sitler, at least on
some occasions. On others T have a suspicion that the invisible
operators deal directly with the plate. _
The second class is a distingt projection of a number off
heads in groups round and near the sitter. Most remarkable
in effect some of these are, In the case of one pholograply
which I seleet as a type of many ofthers, there are ning
separate heads prouped together. Most of them are hea
without anything but the face shown, and great ehaacter
preseérved in the expression of ench. They are dotted abouk
on a level with the sitter’s head, and apparently are directed tod
him as the centre of magnetic atlraction,
Thers is another class, or variety of the last class, which pra-
sents n still more gingular appearance.  Un the plule, sometimes:
covering the face of the sitler, 15 a large sepia-colonred patehy
filled with the most grot@%qnc]j,r delineated heads and faces, the
whole surronnded by a sorl of border which seems to keep them
together, Tt is as though a sepin-drawing had been projee
on the plate in fac-zimile. In some cases, but rarely, the
drawings show portraits of friends. Sueh a cass Mr. Park
himself had, the features of two relations being depicted with
startling power and trath.  Usually this class of picture do
nob seem to be made for recognition, bt rather as an experiment
to show the presenee of the invisible workmen. -
In a few instances these groups of partially formed fizures are
apparently engaged in conversation. In one that I have belo
me, the aitter 15 confronted by a group of four spirits, Oneg
bends low before him, and is offering something in hiz hand,
Next to him arve two heads, one of an old and the other of
young man, who are listening to o spirit who iz talking in
snimated way to them. The whole group is lite-like and realy
in euricus contrast to the face of the sitter, which iz paszsive, and
shows no consciousness of the nearness of his spirvitual visitors,
Mr. Tarkes is now successfully obtaining these photograp
under conditions peculiarly suitable for invesligation at pub
péances al 15 Southampton Tow. It is satisfactory to the i
vestigator, to whom all this iz new and suspicions, to have
opportunity of secing the photographs taken outside the photos
grapher’s own house, and on plates which have not been in " _
possession, T have t.hm:—* pictures which have been taken und t
these ponditions, on plates purchased by one of the sitters imm
diatoly before fhe séance, in & room which it is not possible fi
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. Parkes to have prepared in any way, and in the presenca of
y number of persons who chose to pay for admission. One
ows n singular gronp of eleven heads of various kinds, grouped
nd the sitter, who elaims to have taken the first spirit photo-
ih sleven yeoars ago.

nother of these pictures presents a very suggestive pieee of
widence, 1t was taken on a plate freshly purchased, ancl:l'whiuh
il nover been in My, Parked” possession,  The plate had boen
propaved and placed in the shield, when a photographer who
wWis present requested that it might be taken out and turned
upside down before the exposure. This was done, and on de-
weloping the plate a rude outline of a figure, composed of fuwo
busts, appears; the busts pointing in opposite directions. Had
this occurred on a plate which l'.’l;c photographer had had in his
possession belove, most of us would have jumped at unfavourable
eonclusions. Ilere no deception was practised, for fhe plate had
never been in his posssssion, and it was impossible for him to have
manipulated the plate beforehand. The evidence points clearly
bis ditterferanee by the spivits with e plate dtself divectly ; and |
Jiave little doubt that some of the spirit pictures are so pro-
duged. T shall have reazon to recur to this when I deal with
he modus operandi, and sum up the evidence whigh 1 have
eullected.  For the present I venturo to say that a case such as
the ome noticed shonld make investigators pause bofore the
mshly impute fraud to photographers who produce results whic
“nro mot to be explained by natuml means.

BOME RECENT EXPERIMENTS [N SPIRIT PHOTO-
GRAPIOY WITH BUGUET AND FIRMAN,

By M. A, (Oxox).

Facr suceends fact, and experiment surpasses experiment so
mpidly, that 1 am unable to embody notices of even a small
number in my “ Researches,” which are printed month by month
in this journal. When I began last September to write on
the subject of Spirit Photography, I fancied that two or three
instalments, snoh as are printed monthly, would suffice to deal
with the subject. [ had in my possession about a hundred
pliotographs, and there was considerable sameness pervadin

.Ehnm. Aahnrb notice, T thonght, would saffice.  Bub when |
began to look at the questions involved, with the minufe care
which, in a conscientions writer, ought to precede the expression
of deliberate opinion in print, I soon found that the evidence
was very important, and by no meaus so gimple as I had thought.
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Case aflter case cameo in, through the kindness of friends
strangers, who have helped me in my work ; my photograpl
grew from one to five hundred, and collateral questions of gre
interest grew up around them. So it has come &0 pass
three-quarters of o year has not sufficed to dispose of the q
tiom, and 1 feel mysell compelled to pass on to other pho
graphera and to the general conelusions which 1 gather from
evidenoe, without noticing much that is valnable and important

Sinece the publication of my last notice of M. Boguet's photo
graphs, T hnve receivod o parcel which merits especial notics!
and I take this means of noticing them, so that when 1 gath
my papers within the covers of a book, 1 may ineorporate this
recond with them.

The photographs which have last reached me are very stri
specimens of the art. Most of them are of large size, 94 in.
T ing nid in all the spivit form oomes ont with marked disti
ness, The evidence printed last month respecting tho phe
graphing of the spirits of persons still living in the flesh recei
mmhrmnt_luu fmm another 'S“l:‘{‘{"a‘l[lﬂ case. The 51I.l{'r is

1[*pmssanta. M. Tir man, i medinm now resident in I’&ns thro
whon remarkable materialisations of the full form have beel
obtained. ' The head is perfectly distinet, the eyes closed, and
the face that of & person in trance. The same fluidic drapery
covers the hody as in my own case. At the time when the
photograph was taken Mr, Firmau was in Amsterdam. 1 haves
not beem able to obtain extended information as to this and
other photographs, but 1 hopeto be able to speak precisely abouts
them, and their bearing on the guestion of the trans-corporeall
aetion of spirit, in a paper which 1 am preparing on the subjects

Anotlaer phutugmluh, similar in size and appearance o that
just noticed, shows the Comte de Bullet again, with the spirit’
form of @ relative still in the body. The face iz as clear as his®
own, auil he appends his certifieate to the fuct, ' !

M. Bagunet, himself, is the sitter in another picture of the same
kind. The spirit form, squally clear and recognisnble, he alfic
to be that of his finneée.  In this case the spirit is one that has
departed (rom the earth. ]

Two othor pictures show spirit forms of perfect distinctness:
and lnminous writing over the sitter's head. In one whore M5
Bugnet poses, & clear form floats towards him pointing to words
which stand out in mid air over the head of the sitter— Visite
de Cagliostro, au medium Bugaet" I do not know Cagliostro’s
face, but if that be he, I shall know his picture when I see it
The face iz perfect in expression and definition of feature,

The other picture which shows lominons writing is still more
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innrkabla,  Madame de Veb, to whom T am indebied for a
Wost interesting account of some phenomenn that have lately
uenrred, says that Firman, being with the Cotote de Buallet in
M, Buguet's studio, a spirit came out from behind the eurtain,
Al wag photographed standing behind the Cound, The spirit,
| believe, is Allan Kardee, He holds over the sitber's head #
wreath, in the centre of which appear the words in luminous
Jutters— Hommage offort par les esprits an Comte de Bullet”
Another very similar pieture was afterwards talken, in which
i wreath and motto appear over the Count's head, Thuring
Al operation neither wroath nor motto was wvisibles, but
When the plate was developed they stood out with st.artling
Ylvidpess, and, what iz more astounding than all, #he wreath wos
Mfterinards fownri wpon the table, and rematins of the present
et o the possession of e Cound,

Other pictares show the results obtained through the medinm-
phip of Firman in the way of materialisation. One is a picture
ul a little Indian, who is a regular attendant ab the séances, He
oomes with a head-dress of feathers, and has a most vivacious
ippearamee.  He professes to be an Indian boy of 10 years old.
1 ghall have move to say of him when [ come to deal with ma-
Awrinlization,  For the present, I eay of the pieture that I am
pianrad that it represents the boy as he appears in materialised
o VTV

The most singular photogeaph of all is a pleture of the sister-
Ap-law of Comle de Bullet in materinlised state, The whole
picture is filled with the most vemarkabla drapery, soft and
Mhadowy beyond description, vast masses of it covering the
whole field of the camera. The face i3 not so clear as in some
others, but perfectly recognisable. This spirit is materialised
wsﬂﬂv and tangibly in d&yhght and was photographed by
Huguet, who was much perplexed at the (to him) novel experi-
Conce. And no wonder; for Madame de Veh statos that five
teeognised relatives of the Count have materialised and been
photﬂ}wraphed_ in this manner; and that “on one moerning, in his
own room, in full daylight, Buguet having beught his apparatus,
obtained 1:|hnt.ogmphs of thres spirits, who walked oub into the
oo whilst the Connt wag holding the medium’s hands in the
‘pnbinet. That M. DBuguet felt and looked scared will not
atonizh you, bt he spulw. to the spirits, telling them how to
pose, and he was obeyed.” This is one of the piclures obtained
Sunder these convineing conditions,

On another oceagion the little Indian, of whom T have spoleen
wbove, “opened the curtains of the cabinet and showed the
medinm aeleep and three spirits near him—three spirits recog-
iged by the Count de Bullet.”
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I have not had the good fortune to witness these phenomi)
myself, but 1 have scrupulously quoted the exact account)
witnesses who are, it is almost insulting to say, perfectly tr
worthy. The facts are so ineredible, that I plead them as ml
excuse for saying thal my witnesses are sane and true, [ @
reluctant to take up more space, the more especially that whil
have to say will Le better said hereafter. The fact, howe
mny be noticed that the recognised forms of relatives w
obtained hers whilst the Comto de Dullet held Firman's hands
This disposes of the oljection to the presence of another persg
in the eabinet, and places the evidence in a licht which
never before been oblained. T commend the hint to investi
gators in England and America.

THE THEOLOGY OF CANON LIDDON*

From Ax Aprit's Potst oF ViEw.

“Tuw Assyrian idols did not raise in the exile's mind ang
question as to the stray eclements of truth which might he
underlying so much tawdry and impure error” So says DS
Liddon, speaking of the “elements of truth in heathenism,” and
then dismissing the subject with the usual half contemptuous af
mission that there momst have been some truth even “in the mosk
degraded forms of heathen worship with which the Jews comi
in contact, since a religion which is pure, undiluted fulsehood
coulidl not continue to exist ns a veligion.”

Now it seems to us that the words first quoted—which are
taken from one of Canon Liddon's Lenten Lectures at 86 James
Chureh, Piceadilly—might well serve as the text of a sermon
upon the essential difference—a difference not to be bridged
over by any admissions on the one side, or self-deceptions o
the other—between the Theologicnl and the Artistic spirit; bes
tween the way in which the theologian trains himself and others
(when Le can) to look at hwinanity and human creeds, and the
softer and more sympathetic artistic method. We believe that af
the present time, when Art is a topic upon every one’s lips, and 8
new religion of “ Art for Art's sake” has been promulgzated by

a3

My, Swinburne and his followers, a few remarks upon thege

* Home Blements of Beligion: Lant Lectures, 1870, By I0 P, Lidden, DD
Cnpon of #t Panl's,  Bivingtons, Londen, Oxford, and Cambridge. 1872,

Bermona preached befors the Tuiversity of (xford, By H. P Lidden, 1)
1.4 L, Canon of 8t Paul's, and Trelimd Peofessor of Exegesisin the Univeritye
af Oxford,  Wifth Edition. Rivingtons, Londen, Oxford, and Cambridge; Jnmgs
Parker & Co., Oxford. 1873,
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liverse and irreconcilable methods may not he devoid of
Anterest.

- In the first place let us settle it wilth ourselves, that Art is
poncerned only indirectly with Morality. Art has much to say
Upon Moral topies, it is frue; and the utterance of the highest
At will always be at one with the noblest and purest Moral
tenching, and also with the most exalted teaching of Seience; for
the varions streams of human thonght are nnited both at their
temote mountainous fountain-head and thelr remoter oceanic
uiitflow-—it is only while coursing over the intermediate spaces,
throngh the sands of speculation or the more fertile meadows of
Religion and Poetry, that they differ or seem to differ. Dut,
notwithstanding this, the method of Art, as distinguished from
her conelusions, is strongly opposed to that of Theolory and
Heience; her final dicta may be, and probably are, grandly iden-
tical; but these dicta are announced upon very different grounds
~—they are arvived at by quite another route.  Art holds in ey
hand no separate golden revelation of austere and leingly pur-
port; she carries with her no unalterable test by which to try all
uther religions, and by the diagnosis of which they are to be
approved or condemned.  Rather ghe wanders as a woman,
lovingly, feom hill-top to hill-top, and from sea to sea, finding'in
nbacure Asiatic meon-gods some shining traces of Earth's Cen-
tral Deity, and in subtle extinet mythologies footfalls of the
coming merey, and wisdom, and tenderness of Christ,

“The Assyrian idols did not raise in fthe exile’s mind any
question——"" Just so. No modern, slrange, arlistic longings
came over him; no sad unspeakable yearning to enter into the
feelings of those who had worshipped here in immemorial eras; no
dlesire to mingle with the wild thoughts of the tawny throng of
' priests and devotees ns they surrounded the weird, blood-stained
nltar, and their fervid hearts and impassioned faces © yearned pale
with bitter ecstasy.”” In these last words of Mr. Rossetti's, wril-
ten as his true creative power recalled the very pulse, and five,
and tury of some ancient pitiless yet half-inspired fanatic, we
discover the true artistic canon of sympathy hidden—eternal,
never-failing sympathy, with every side of human life, and
thought, and action. We do not know whether it has yet been
gaid definitely, but it seems to us that Art must neecessarily be
Pantheistic; it is impossible for Art to exelude the Deity and
the immediate action of the Deity from any part of the universe;
therefore Art must, én @ sense (to use Dr. Liddon’s words about
Pantheism}, “identify God with all the Moral evil in the uni-
verse, and end by propagating the worship of new Baals and
Ashteroths.”  As artists it seems to us that we shall have to
accept this position, But it remains to be considered in whal
Vol fX, 11
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sense we identify God with Moral evil; and it is not impossibl§
that o further enquiry may reveal to us depths and heights of
vision to which the intuition of Art pierces, the view from
which may throw light upon some of the obscurer problems of
Morality itself. A

Tor a fine gpecimen of the pure artistic sympathy, take the
following from Mr. Swinburne's * [licet”:—

“ Burnt apiced flagh, and burnt wine hiszes,
The breathing flame's mouth curls and kisses
The dried rows of frankincense ;
All ronnd the sad red blossoms smoulder,
Flowers colourad like the fire, but colder,
In sign of swoeel things taken hence,

 Yea, for their sake and in death's favour,
Things of sweet shape and of sweet savour
We yicld them, spiee, and fower, and wine;
Yea, costlier things than wine or spices,
Whereof none knoweth how great the pries ia,
And fenit that pomes not of the vine.

U Fremm Boy's pleresd thront and givl's pierced hosom
1reipe, veddening round the blood-red blogsom,
The slow, delicious, bright, aoft blood,
Bathing the spices and the pyre,
Bathing the flowers and fnllen fire,
Bathing the blossmn Ly the bud.”

And again, in “ Dolores "—

& On sands by the storm never shaken,
Wor wet from the washing of tides;
Nor by foam of the waves overtaken,
Nor winda that the thunder bestrides;
Bt ved from the print of thy paces,
Made smoath for tho world aod ita lords,
Ringed round with o flame of fiir faces,
And splendid with awords,

W Thers the gladistor, pals for Uy Fleaauxe,
Divewr hitter and porilous breath ;
There tormonta laid bhold on the treasare
Of limbs too delicions for deat ;
When thy gardens were lit wilh live torches ;
When the world was a sleed for thy rein;

Whicn the nations lay prone in thy porches,
Our Lady of Pain,

“ When, with fame all avound him aspirant,

Stood flushed, ax a harp player stands,

The implacable, bewutiful tyrunt,
Tosa-crowned, hoviog death in his hands;

And nosound ag the sonnd of lond weter
Bmote far throngh the dight of the fires,

And mixzed with the lghloing of alaughter
A thunder of lyres”
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Observe in these extracts the constant and inevitable dwelling
il the beauty—the flood of beauty—that overflowed even Pagan
nbzervances and made them noteworthy to the poet.  Observe,
ton, that the above lines, like all troe poctry that deals with the
oolonrs and shadows of homan emotion, are wiilten swithont
Hhongfi—Lthat 38 o say, by the pure sympathetic intnition of
penins, without conscious refloction of any kind, Ii is not foo
innch to say that poeley weilten in this way is always true,
nlways faithful to the eternal verities, however repellent it may
nppear ab first sight.  The untene poebry {and the untrue preach-
ing) is that which sets itself conspiously and deliberately to
formulate preconceived ideas, which strugeles to give a seductive
gound to popular conceptions, and which keeps one eye on the
paper and the other cast steadfastly towards its artistic or theo-
logieal heaven, Where fear enlers there can be no true poetical
inspiration, and no geonmine oratorical success. Therefore we
may quote here, ag an & priord argument against the likelihood
of owr finding anything very original or valuable in the sermons
before ns, the words with which the preface concludes: © It only
remains for the wriler to express his fervent hope that by God's
grace this volume may be of service. . . . And thab it may
hie found to contain nothing inconsistent with simple submission
fo the mind of Holy Seripture as set forth in the teaching of the
Chureh”  The concluding paragraph augurs ill, we think, for
the chance of fnding the power or the passion of geniws in
the addresses which follow. “Simple submission * may sound
well from a pulpit, the words may fall with a gentle caressing
sound on the ears of the women who adore such elogquence as
(anon Liddon's ; and may have a lulling, soothing, quictizing
effect on those who arve too idle or foo feeble to think for them-
gelves ; but the world of deep-souled men requires more than this
in one who aspives to be a leader and a teacher of the age.  Not
gubmission, but rebellion ; not peace and softness and guietude,
bt the passionate and restless agoression of novel, nntameablo
thought ; nob the repression, buat the exaltation of individuality
—theso are the truer characteristics of those who bear the blood-
stained messace of genivg, and fill up the measure of the sulfer-
ings of Christ in every age. How would it have been, we
canmnot help asking, if Chiist had started on his course with a
reverent and tender “subrmission ™ to the Jewish and patriavchal
mind 7 How would it have been if he hiad come to send peusce
on earth instead of a fiery, insatiable sword ? “Simple submission™
would not have helped mankind much at that marvellons era, nor
would it at any era pregnant with masterly revolution and un-
utterad throes of thought., What was wanted then, what was
wanted ab the time of the Reformation, what is wanted npw—is
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atrong rebellion against worn-ont dogmas, and a brave assertion
of the new ideas which will presently gather round them the
amenities of poetry and painting and social observance and sculps
ture. What is wanted is anything but “simple submission,” we
repeat; rather infinite insubordination for the prosent, that shall
furnish the ground for a reasonable and brave obedience heres
after. For the only human road to peace 1s through the seas of
anarchy and hlougl'shad—tha redder our swords are now, the
purer ghall they be hereafter, the more nobly free from staim
We ara living in a tronblous time, and thonght has gone too far
to recede.  The vessel of thought, to use a metaphor, has been
wafted, half involuntarily, out of sight of shore; the breeay
* Zeit-goiat " hos driven the toiling ship far out of sight of land,
and the planks and timbers are now tossed amid the foaming
mid-sea breakers, This heing so, there is but one course o)
pursne—we must go forward.  Leturn we cannot; the orthodox
gates have long been elosed hehind us, the orthodox harbours ars
as harbours of iron—imperturbably, endlessly shut.  Nor do we
long for zephyrs blown from the balmy orthodox cliffs, rather wa
will test the breakers, and urge our storm-shod course towards |
new Americas of thought and discovery beyond the utmost west,
Infinite Mope gleams before us in that golden sunset ; bonds and |
imprisonment are behind., The “white sails” of explovers * fill
the purple and the sombre geas, and they hail each the other to
ask for the summer land, where faith climbs to beauty, and the
lost howers of childhood's trust may be fonnd again”

Grorae Banvow,

BIBLIOLATRY ILLUSTRATED BY JEWISH DEDUC-
TIONS FROM THE BCRIPTURES. ,

It is an inconvenience incidental to the possession of a diving
traditional revelation, that it tends to conline the mental develop=
ment of the people accepting it to a comrse of thought issuing at
last in gross and even ridieulous econceptions of the system of
the universe. All such revelations promulgate dogmas that not
only do not admil of sensuous verification, but carry their ad-"
herents further and further from the realm of nalure and faet.
This is especially likely to be the case when the revelation hag
been consigned to writing, for it then operates in a twofold way
to repress the free exercize of thought. Tor, first the dogmag
themselves have a hold on the reverence of the devotee, and nex i
the written words become an object of idolatry. Mental expans
gion, therefors, with a people whose only intellectual develop=
ment is in the sphere of theology, ean assist only in an endless
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ponssion of written texts, in which at last the texts come to be
rged with a hidden meaning which they never contained, and
¢ deductions of fancy are at last exalted to a level in authority
th the original Scripture,

No better exemplification of these truths can be found than in
Wi Jewish notions of the strmotuve of the heavens and hells,
s deduced by their rabbis and doctors from the Seriptures that
Were in vogne ameng them as sacred during the five centuries
praceding the Christian era.

Acknowledging my dependence wpon the great work of
{ifroerer upon the sources of Christian doctrine (Urehristenthum)
for my proofs, T will make a few citutions from the Talmud, the
Targums, the Sohar, and other Jowish works, which have grown
ip in the course of ages in the form of .commentary and inter-
pretation of their elder Seriptures, in illustration at once of the
enslaving authority of a written revelation, and of the extrava-
gnnt absurdities which religious devotion can evolve from it,

STEUCTURE OF THE HEAVIENSE,

The earth, according to these rabbis, stands in the middle of
the Universe, and above it are sproad the heavens, one above
another,  Thus, in the trentise Chagigak of the Talmud we find
the following :—Habbi Judah has said, There are two heavens,
becanse it is written (Deut. x. 19), * Behold, the heaven and the
heaven of all heavens are the Lord thy God's” Omn the other
hand, Rabbi Risch Lakisch maintaing that there are seven
heavens, They are called Velon, the Curtain ; Rakia, the Arch;
Schekakim, the Clonds; Zebool, the Apartments; Maon, the
Huabitation ; Makon, the Residence ; Avabeth, the Ether. Velon
perves no pther purpose than to be drawn upin the morning and
apread ont again at evening ; and every day the work of creation
is venowed,  To it applies the words of Isaiah (xL 22}, © That
stretches oub the heavens as o curtain, and spreads them ont as
i tent to dwell in.”

The Rakin, or the Arch, is the place where the moon, the sun,
and the stars are fastened up, as it stands written in Genesis
{i. 17} “ And God fastened them to the Arch of heaven."

Schekakim is the welkin, where are the mill-stomes which
grind the manna-bread for the just, Of them it is said in P'salms
(lxxviii. 25), “He had commanded the clouds from above, and
opened the doors of heaven, and eansed the manna to rain down,”

In the heaven Zebool is the coleatial Jerusalem, the temple,
and the altar where Michnel, the great prince, stands and offera
gacrifice, T'o him applies the suying in 1st Kings (viii. 18), “ 1
havo built thee a house, a seftled place, for thee to abide in for-
ever.”
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Muon is the heaven where the hosts of angels sit enthrong,
who by night sing praises, lmt by day keep silence in honour of
Israel (for Ly day the holy people sing their songs aloft
heaven). To the Maon applies the passage in Dent. (xxvi. 15§
* Look down from thy huhﬂ dwaolling, from heaven.” _

Makon is the heaven where are to be [ound the trensures of
tle snow and hail, the chamber of the baneiul dew, of the ra
drops, of the tempest; and the grottoes of the vapours, OF &
heaven it is written in lst Winos (viii 39), “Thou wilt heas
from heaven, the abode where thon dwellest”

Arabeth is the heaven whera abide righteousness, the courfs
of compassion, the treasures of life, peace, and blessing, the souls
of the just, the epivits who ave ab some e to be embodied, aod
the dew with which God is hereafter to raise the dond to Tife.
There also dwell the Ophanim, the Seraphim, the holy animals
the angels of the covennnt, the throne of glory, the eternal king
who thera sits enthroned, as it stands written in Psalms®
(lxviii. 9}, * Sing nnto God, sing praises to his name ; extol him®
that rideth upon the Arpboeth by his name Jah” ,

There was n diversity of opinion among the rabbis, we sea;s
as to whether there were two or seven heavens. The greaters
number by fur believed in seven. A funous commentary calleds
the Midrasch Tanchuma, says: “The Schochinal onee dwell upon®
earth, but after Adam sinned it ageended to the first heaveny
alfter Cain ginned it avose to the second ; ab the time of the flo
it mounted Lo the fourth: at the time ol the tower of Babel tod
the fifth ; nt the time of the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah to thel
sixth; at the time of the I'f.f_,-:vlr-tiﬂns of the dayes of Abmham o
the seventh. Seven j [sane, Jacob, Deird
Kakoth, Awram, dond Mozes, hmurrht it down aain by HHLLESSIVE‘ :
flights, to the earth.” i

The Sohar, & compilation of Jewish theology, completed i
the fourteenth century, though atiributed to Simeon Ben Joclai,h
a tabbi of the second Il*lllul} agreed in the number of thes
heavens with the Talmud, Thus, it declnres: * God most Lolys
made seven heavens, and in each are Axed and wanderving stars,
and above nll iy the heavon Arubeth,”

Bo, too, a Uhristian Father of the thind century, Cloment off
Alexandria, in his Miscelluuies (iv. 25), says: “ There ure seven)
heavens, which some reckon by stages upward” In the apo—
cryphal book, the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, the pal.
arch Leyi is introduced us saying, “ 1 fell asleep and beheld B3
high mountain; . . . and behold the heavens were opened;
and an angel of the Lord said to me, *Levi, enter within,' A
I stepped forth from the first heaven into the second, and T
held the upper waters which were suspended between the
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and second heaven. Then I beheld the third heaven, which was
much more luminous than the first two, and its height was
immeasurable. T said to the angel, Why is this? e answered,
 Wonder not, for thou wilt find the other four mcomparably
.Fumr and brighter when thou sscendest’ Hear the dootrine of
hi seven heavens.  The lowest is dorker than the rest, because
it is near by all the wickedness of men, The second contains
llre, suow, ice,—all veady for the day when the Lord shall exe-
gute just judgment. In it are all the spirits which are to bo
#ent out to take vengeance on the unjush.  In the thivd heaven
are the powers of the camps which are ordained for the day of
_{mlgnmnt. to fake vengeance on the spirits of error and Helial.
‘In the fourth heaven, above this, are holy angels, for highest
nbove all dwells the Shechinah in the holy of holies. 1In the
fifth heaven dwell the augels of the countenance, who serve there
and alone to the Lord for all the sins of weakness of the just,
They offer to the Lord the fragrance of spivitual service and
bloodless sacrifices.  In the next heaven are the angels who benr
unswers from the Lord to the epivits of the countenance, IFin-
ally, in the seventh dwell the thrones and powers; and there
forover resonnd songs of praise to Chod,”

2o the npocryphal book, the Ascension of Isaiah, reckons sevan
heavens: “The Lord shall come with his angels and with holy
powers from the seventl heaven, clad in the splendour of the
‘seventh heaven.”

Thesa old Jewish speculations not only found a place in Chris-
Lian apocryphal Literature, but made part of the creed of inspired
New Testument writers. Thus, in Ephesians (iv. 10}, we Euwu
the words, “ Who ascended above all the heavens” And in
Hebrews (iv. 14) we have Lhe passnge, “ Having therelore a great
igh priest who has passed #hrough the heavens,”  The Apostle
Taul spenks of o thivd heaven (2 Cor, xii, 2)—*T knew o man
. . . eaught up to the third heaven.,” Aund it is probable that
e held to the accepted Jewish tradition on the subject; but as
he forgot to reveal it as from the Lord, we can only work oul
‘the conception by the aid of the carnal understanding,

I God being of the nature of light, wove the heavens also out of
tlight. Thus, in the treatise Pirks Elieer, it is said, “The
lieavens were created of the light of the ever-blessed Gud. He
ook Lis vestura and spread it out like a cloak. And the
Jignvens wore spread out and extended (il he said to them,
Bnough! Hence the name of God is ealled Shaddai, sugieient,
lisentise lie said to them, It is enongh! and they stood fast”
(Now for the proof, which is also enough.) * But that the
ienven was created from his vesture of light is evident from
this, beenuse it stands written (Psalms civ. 2), *Who coversst




168 HUMAN NATTURE.

thyself with lisht as with & garment; who stretchest oub thi
heavens like o curtain™ -
Heaven is therefore light and serene, and night arises becangg
at evening the first heaven, called Velon, is drawn like a curbs
over the Arch above. Soin the treatise Peracoth of the Talm
it 18 asgerted, “ Talbi Huna has said, we gee certain atars wh
the curtain of heaven is deawn asunder and rolled up, so that s
catch a glimpee of the splendonr of heaven.” Some darkne
remains over by day for the common eve, which darkness p
peeds from the Curtain, and the gaze of inspired persons on
secs all things clear and bright and pierces heawven with
myateries, !
In the second heaven are found, according to the Tz—‘-ataruaﬂ f
of Levi, the upper waters, which fall upon the carth as rain
when thie celestial water- ffates are opened. |
The distance from one heaven fo another is very great.  In
a ecommentary on Malachi, called Jolfut Simeon (Simeo
Pouch), it is said, “ From the earth to the first heaven i as
as ong can travel in 500 years; and it is just as far from ;_
gecond to the third, from the thivd to the fourth, from the fourth
to the fifth, from the fifth o the sixth, and I‘mm the sixth to the
Ee.venth And the I‘d"ﬁ.‘i(}n is "J.‘H-H.I‘. in the Jerusalem Talmud ag

travel as man}" years as are Pt]uﬂ,l to all the years of the patri :;
archs added together. Abraham (deducting the years in which
he knew not (}ud} lived 173 years, Tsaac 187, and Jocob 14
in all, 6500 years”  And, in conclusive proof that this reasoni
was correct, reliance wag had upon lleutemnomy xi. 21, upon®
the words, “ As the days of heaven upon earth,”—which pﬂ%sa.g
iz as applicable in proof of the doctrine as were Sancho Panza’ 3
proverbs in illustration of his wise remarks, TIn the same way
they inferred, that as there was n journey of 500 years from the
enrth to the firmament, so 500 years were needed to travel from
one firmament to another.

The earth remains fixed in the middle of the Universe, bufi
the seven heavens revolve around it one above nnother. A
strange tale in illnstration of this is fonnd in the treatise Bave
Boltra. of the Talmud. Tabba, the grandson of Annas, said,

joined me, who aaid to me, *Come, 1 will show thee the pla

where earth and heaven touch each other’ T fook my breads
hasket and set it in the window of heaven till I shonld have utterad
my prayer. When [ had finished, T missed my basket. Then T sal
to the merchant, * Thisves here, too ? He answored, < No g
the turning over of the heaven is the cause of your 1oza. :
till morning, and you will find your basket again ' - Tt is n rur
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lihed whether the basket did, in fact, literally “turn up” again,
il faith in the actnal revolution of the heaven lies at the basis
‘[l story, and the same view was entertained by the learned
illo of Alexandria.

Puradize, Hell, and the Storehouse of Souls were made, as-
iling to some rabbis, at the same time with heaven and earth;
gording to others, beforehand, Says the Targum of Jernsa-
n on (enesis, * Before the world was founded, God created
i Lavw, and prepared the garden of Eden for the just, that they
ight be happy and eat of the frnita of the tree of life, for hav-
g dnring life obgerved the commands of that law; and for the
illess he made Hell, which is like a sharp two-edged sword ;
Wparks of fire and glowing coals issue forth from it to punish
wyil-deers, who during life have despised the law.”

THE PARADISES AND [ELLS.

Bub some rabbis held to two paradises and two hells. Says
A rabbi of the middle ages {Rabbi Menasseh Ben Tsrael) :  They
who are versed in the secret doctring maintain unanimounsly
Ahat there is an upper and a lower paradise. The one is called
the npper palace; there are rivers of balsam and all the joys of
the future life. The lower paradise, which is called the under
pilnce, possesses something of the jovs of the fubure life, but
ot of itsell ; they are communicated from the upper one. ., .
Ui rabbis have taught that there is one Hell above, and an-
uther here below.”

Paradise and hell are hoth enormonsly large, but the latter is
mwore spaciong than the former, because there are more bad than
pood men. In the freatise Zeandth of the Talmnd it is said:
' Our rablis teach that Eoypt is 400 miles long and as many in
breadth, and Africa iz six times as large as Egypt, and the
waorld six times ag Iarge as Afvica, the garden of Eden six tines
ng large as the world, Eden itself six times as large as the gar-
ten, hut hell six times as large as Fden, so that the whole world
eompares with hell as the cover o the vessel whose mouth it
oloses. Some nssert that hell cannot be measured ; while others
maintain that Bden cannot be measured.”

Paradise has seven divisions. Says a rabbi in-the Talmud:
" In the garden of Eden are built seven mansions, each of which
i 12,000 miles in length, and 10,000 miles in breadth, and
100,000 miles in height” The materials of which these man-
gions arc built are pearls and precions stones. The glory of
paradise is thus described (in the Jalkut Simeon): “ Rabbi
Joshua, the son of Levi, has said, There are two gates of rubies
in paradise, and by them stand 600,000 attendant angels, and
the countenance of every omo gleams like the glory of heaven.
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When a just man arvives, they take off the clothes which ha hi
worn in the grave and invest him with eight garments
out of the cloud of glory; and they set two crowns upon
head, one made of pearls and precious stones, the other
finest gold ; then they pub eight myrtle branches in his
praise him and say, (o, eat thy bread with joy. Then
bring him where there are streams of water, surrounded by
gpecies of roses and myrtles, and every just man has a spa
covering or canopy, as it stands writhen (in Isaiah iv. 5),°
glovy shall beacovering for all” . . . Over every can
also shines a golden vine, on which are thirty pearls, eac
which shines like the evening star. = Under every canopy s
a table of precious stones and pearls, and sixty angels surmn
every Just man, and say to him, *Go henece and eat honey
joy.”  The most uncomely among the just is as fair in figure
Joseph and Rabbi Johanan, Porticoes of silver pomegrans
are set up around, which shine so that there is no night w.
them. . . . There are also in this paradise 800,000 varie
of trecs in every corner; the smallest of which is more excell
than all the trees that bear spices. In every corner st
600,000 attendant angels, that sing with charming voice, and
the midst vises the bread of life, whose branclies overshadow
paradise,  This trec has 500,000 varieties of swvour, no ong
which is like another; and of its 500,000 varisties of odonr w
resemble ome another,  Beven clouds of glory arve over i%, an
is shaken from the four sides of the world, so that its fragra
distils vom one end of paradise fo the other. Beneall it sil
disciples of tho sages, who expound the law, and every one has
over him two canopies, one formed of stars, the other of sun ang
moon, and between every two is a curtain woven of the eloud gl
glory.” A
As the divigions of paradise are sevenlold, so also are thoss
hell, and ench has its name, the proof of which is found in
Horipbure text.  According to an old commentary ow Tsai
every one of the hells is 300 miles long, 300 broad, 1000 4
height, and 100 miles deep. Home Tabbis give it seven ma
and some thres,  Thus the freabise Fradim of the Tal
# Rabbi Jevemiah has said, Three gates lead to hell ; ome is
the deserl, one in the sen, and one in Jernsalem.” That there
one in the desert is proved from the saying (in Numb. xvi. 33)
* And they and all that they had went down into the pit.” T
there is one in the sea is proved from Jonal ii, 3, T cried feo
the belly of hell, and thou did’st hear me”  There is ona
Jernzalem, for ik stands written in Isaiah xwxd. 9, Thus g
the Lord whose five is in Zion, and whose furnaee is in Jernsale
Az paradise is & place of happiness, so pain and anguish pre
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Ml (i hell; eternal flames of fire Tlaze throngh it.  In regard
i the duration of these flames it is related in the Talmnd that
libi Joseph declared, “The fire of Gehenna, which was ereatod
i the second day, shall not be extingnished forever, heeause it
Wribten (Isaiah Levi. 24) : Their fire shall not be quenched.”
e torture of the denizens of hell, as well as the happiness
I the occupants of paradize, 18 increased by the circumstance
lint Both realms are closely contiguous, barely separated by a
fll, so that the unhappy can behold the joys of the pions, and
W latter the torments of the [ormer. “How great)” inquires
iy Talmud, "is the interval between thoe two? A handls
Babbi Johanan has said theve iz a wall bebtween
i omr ralibls maintain that they are closely conjoined, so
iz posaible to ledk from one into the other!
In the apoeryphal Jewish ook of Esdra, which dates from
lilfore the time of Christ, is the following passage:—*% Then the
iliyss of punishment shall apen over against the abodes of joy
il then shall appear the nether furnace near by the paradise of
Bliss, Then the Ilighest shall say to the risen dead: Look ye
il understand who he is whom ye have denied, to whose pre-
ipts ye have heen unwilling to submit, and whose commands
§i despised. Yo see before yon on the one side joy and conso-
likion, on the other judoment and unquenchable five, which shall
il yom about.”  Thus, according to the opindon of the writer,
Il the Highest address the reprobale in the future world, be-
lise they have despised the Massiah,
T'his idea came down to the times of the composition of the
Wospels, for in Luke xvi. 26 Jesus 13 made to say in the parable
0 Dives and Lazarus: “ Between you and us there is fixed a
tt culf (or chasm), so that they who would pass hence fo you
knmot, neither ean they on that side pass over to us.”
~ But long before the gospel of Luke was written, the unknown
lithor of the Book of Enoch, differing from the Talmudists, had,
id, " Three separations have been made between the spirits of
lin dead, and thus have the spirits of the righteons been separated,
lmely, by a chasm, by water, and by light.” Dut he also takes
i granted that paradize and hell are in close contiguity.
A theory of creation prevalent among the rabbis before the
line of Christ, embraced a speculation about the origin of souls.
i souls of all men wers mude at the ereation, and kept in a
lorehouse ealled Suph, nwaiting their chanfes to be born, Thus
Wit read in the Talmod: “Rabbi Joseph has said, the son of
ivid, that 15 the Messiah, will not eome till all the souls in
Miph have an end, that 12 shall have been invested with bodies.
And Rabbi Solomon says, Suph is & great treasire-room in which
il has depozited all souls sinee the creation of the world,”
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In the fourth bock of Fadras we have these unborn
anxiously inguiring concerning the {mn.ung of Mesziah, £
“About these things the souls of the just in their stnr&h
asked, saying, How long shall we be Liers, and when shall ¢
the harvest of our rewmd? And the archangel Jers
answered, Messiah shall eome when e number of those
are as you arg shall befull. . . . Inthetime of the b
it shall come to pass that infants of a year old shall talk
gonverse, . . . Andthe earth that does not appear sl
sean soon, and the foll storehouse of souls shall be found em
The zense of these last words is—A new earth shall ap
adorned with all manner of fruits, and the storchonses of =
which were previously full, shall becone emply; for all the
there kept have put on bodies, and the last condition to
coming of the Mesgiah is thereby fullilled. - Thus the souls
the dead and the unborn, according to the theory, are sb
away till Messinh shall coma,

The passages of Seripture upon which the rabbis relie
eastablish this theory arve not given by the author whom T folla
but doubtless there were many from which rabbinical sub
and invention could deduce them.

As a pendant to this general view of creation, T may mentki
that these rabbis, by diligent study of Seripture, had discov
many particalars incident to the different days of the week
creation, which no mind not besotted in its idolatry to a writh
revelation would ever have discerned.  Thuos in the Pinke A
one of the treatises of the Talmud, we have this remackab
information: Ten things were made on the fivst Friday, in &
evening twilight—the crevice in the earth (in which Korah
his host sank down), the outlet of the fountain of Miviam,
month of Balason's ass, the rainbow, the rod of Moges, the work
sehamdr, the original of the law and the copy, and the two tabl
To these some add—the devils, the grave.of Moses, the ram |
our father Abraham, and the fivst pair of tongs. Toasmuch
the forging of a pair of tongs, another pair is reqnisite; God |
Mis omnipolence provided for the first pair by which othe
could be made, From which it appears that questions simil
to that about the priority of the hen or the egg, oceupied
leisure of these worthy doctors.

In the Taroum of Jernsalem we read, “On the fifth day
ereated the great monsters of the waters, leviathan and his fern
which have been prepared against the day of consolation.” Th
is, they ara to be enten in the days of the Messiah.

2o in the Talmuod i6 is said, “ On the sixth day God ere
the behemoth, the great wild ox that lies on a thousand h

+ .« That ox is destined for the great banguet of the just i
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i future world.  Therefore 1s it said (in Job xiv, 14}, * He who
I mnade him shall smite him with the sword” "
- From the Talmud it also appears that the same fate awaits
i termale leviathan : © OF everything living, God in his werld
e male and female. . Therefore he formed leviathan male and
Winale.  But if they had multiplied and inereased, they would
ve destroyed the wheole world. What did the Lord. He
unidered the male fmpotent, and the female he slew and salted
own for the just in the future world, as it stands written {i.u
inh xxvii. 13, * He shall slay the dragon thab is in the sen’
" T'he anthar of the Book of Enoch entertained the same view
il the destination of these two animals. “ Bul when the time
Wl come,” says he,  then shall the power, the punishment, and
Wi judgment take place, which the Lord of Spivits has prepared
I those who do homage to the judgment of righteonsness, for
vsr who abjure that judement, and for those who take his
uine in vain,  That day has been prepaved lor the elect as a
iy of covenant, and for sinners as o day of inguisition. In that
iy shall be distributed for food two monsters——a female monster
hose pame is leviathan, dwelling in the depths of the sea,
liove the springa of water; and a male monster, whose name is
oliemoth, which possesses the invisible wilderness.”
Our inspired New Testament writer, JTude, quotes as anthority
iom this same book of Enoch the following words, “ Behold the
il cometh with ten thousand of ITis saints to execute judg-
Anent npon all”  We have scen what kkind of a hanguet Enoch
wrpected the just would enjoy on that day. If he had torned
fver the roll of his book of TFnocl a little farther, and gquoted
ehat | have just given from the same book, can any one doubt
ot this wonderful banquet of the just at the last day would
Nive comstituted an unguestionable article of faith in fthe creed
of all Christendom ¥ And that it would have been an accepted
Coriterion of an orthodox Christian to believe that pickled levia-
han and salted behemaoth will be served out to the rvighteons ab
{he Tast judgment ¢
- Upon just such trivial accidents does the faith of any man
Alepend who believes in infallitle relivious books ; and the mass
il nonsense 1 have here exhibited is the simple and inevitable
Juforawth of all shades of bibliolatry, where the authority of rea-
Mon is seb aside, and the safe ground of the study of the wold of
Auet and reality is abandoned. To receive any docirine whatever
on the authority of a person or a chuoreh, is to that extent to
Abmit to voluntary mental blindness for the poor advantages of
lieing gnided by the despotic ignorance of the past.
' D. Lyson,
Washington, D.C,, U.S.A.

-
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IRVINGITES AND SPIRITUALISTS.
Dy 5t. Geonck STOCK, Pemlroke College, Oxon.

Over n small alley off the High Street of Oxford have lnl
appeared the words,  Catholic Apostolic Chureh,” showing
a section of the Trvingite body has established itself in th
A fortnight ago T had the curiosity to attend Sunday &
service at 6,30, as conducted by this somewhat eccontri
After passing’ through a door at the bottom of the al
mounted some steps, and found mysell in a veritable up
chamber, where a seore or so of respectable but not aristoen
people were assembled. They were in immediate expectil
of the end of the world, though one could not have gathens
from their appearance. From the decorations of the altar
the attire of the minister, the uninitated stranger might hi
imagined himself in some make-shift Ritualistic chapel.
setvice, however, was very quiet, and differed little from thals
the Chureh of England, as by law established. The * paslg
was nob dislinguished for vnetion; in fact, he was a very dl
gpeaker,  During his discourse | employed myself in looki
over a prayer book that had been supplied me.  Some of &
contents struck me as rather quninl, For instance, A forml
service for involing the blessing of (lod upon a doorkesps
and “ A form ol service for blessing a lodging-chamber,™
noticed also “ A form of service to be used in passing an alt
The pastor's discourse was on the subject of the Apostleship,
main difforentinting tenet of the Irvingites. If was direcl
to show that bishops were not apostles, and conld not do
work of apostles. Apostles were appointed by Goed, bishops ol
all subordinate funetionaries were appointed by men. A4
old, God had appointed twelve apostles to set the affairs of &
Chureh going, so in these last days he had appointed twel
more o wind them np.  After (he servies was over, the pnss
very politely came and offered to lend me the prayer b
which he had seen me exnmining, if 1 could promise to ret
it. Though this offer was declined, it opened up an opportunil
for conversation. [ was natumlly anxious to know what W
the guarantee of the divine appointment of the apostles whe
I had just been ealled upon to obey implicitly, but, as usdal
found my want of faith come in my way. The proof of &
divine appointment of the Trvingite apostles was that they uf
of divine appointment, and if my heart was in a right state
would know it.  Having thus haz my doubls upon this p

resolved, T next inquived what, ns a practical question, and o
that must before long be faced, the lrvingites would do wi
the last of the three surviving apostles followed in the way
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futhers, It seemed fo me that their chiefl point of difference
i the English Church lay in the non-acceptance by the
ir of the Apostolate, and that, therefore, on the removal of
il stumbling-block the most obvigus course would be quiotly
uldl into that communion, The pastor congidered this speonla-
vain and curious, and told me he would not andectaloe to
er all the questions T might ask. Having the apostles, they
i obey them, and not trouble themselves with what did not
eern them. 1t was evidently his own opinion that the
pil's Coming would get them out of the diffienlty. My next
(ustion wag whether it was true, 08 alleged, that the exercise
il spiritual gifts among the Irvingites had been dying out of
b years. I wanted to know whether it was possible to wit-
jiss any such gifts at present in operation, But all the sutw
liotion | pot was to he told that * I might, in some places.”
Vury humbly, then, T suggested that ‘the only people among
pliom such things wers now to be seen were the Spiritualists.
lhis, however, was too much for the pastor's pationce. “Gifts
the Devil!” he exclaimed, and proceeded at once fo launch
Bt acainst a certain My, M athews of Eynsham, a Baptist minis-
it, who had recently published his experiences in the Ouford
Pimes. 1 was sufficlently rewarded For my evening's atbendance
by being set on the track of a spiritualist, though, if T had been
i reader of the local paper, I might have known all about the
i for mysell,

- Craving the reader's indulgenee for the epotistic form of this
irrative, I will proceed to give him an aceount of o visit to Mr,
. th{:ws. So people agree in calling him; though he signs
mself “ Mnthew,” and as a Baplist, has Isup;mne a pecaliar
fght to H.]}&]JE hiz own designation, Ta.kmg o walk the other
Iy with o military friend who was interested in Spiritualism,
bt required evidence to produce convielion, it suddenly struck
e that it might be a good plan to proceed to Eynsham, n small
Sown five miles from Oxford, and seo if we could get a séance
it of Mr. Mathews, The first man we met in Eynsham was
Whle to diroet us to the minister's “ heyrmitage” ns he ealled i,
Pnssing through a graveyard, we found Mr, Mathews' residence,
lonsisting of a couple of very small rooms attached to the rear
if the chapel. Mr. Mathews himsell ap 1 at the door, a
lout, fmah-lunlﬁng person, somewhat advanced in life. The
(rgssing-gown in which he was arrayed might well have passed
{of o wizard's garb, but the open Bible on the table showed that
he was oceupied with his next Sundey’s discourse. In the two
wores I have mentioned dwells Mr, Mathews, unfortunately a
widower, with two pretly, intellizgent-looking childven, a girl and
i boy, the former of whom was the medinm in the very cuvions
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manifestations he obtained.  We were disappointed to hear
he had abjured Bpiritualism, though it became plain that he |
good reason for that resolve. He spoke feclingly of the di
it had occasioned him, owing to persecution and the desertion

friends, In & small town or village these grievances are ve
real, and especially to a man of Mr. DMathews' profe
Before we lett Mr. Mathews very kindly furnished me wi il
copy of a paper containing a long letter which embodies I
principal experience. 1 think I shall be consulting the read
interest by letting the dealer in devils speak for himself.

SPIRTTUALIEN AT EYNSHAM——THE BAPTIST MINISTER ATTACKR
DY LRAGING DEVILS.

(o e Editor of the * Opfird Thines’) |

Dipar Sim—Your contributor, ©Jack o Lantern,” in his remorks ol g

last Tettor, says he is ©an ubter disbeliover in spivituslizn,”  On the o

trary, althongh he considers me crednlons and simple for believing i

gonld no more dishelieve it than T conld disbelievs in the visible gxi
of human beings around me.

I will, however, state the grounds of my helieving that good and
gpirits are in active agency around us,

Your eontributor speaks of one whose hed - spirita made 3 I am ne
abliged, for my bed I8 olten deshed al with an angry hand, and
thrown upon if, when there has heen a ju;:,f full left out in the houss, wi
hag been thrown down so as to have 1t spread pa far as possible over
floor, I often envy those spoken of in the Spivitwal Mogoziee, w
geanees have delicious froit of every kind browght to themn by spivits,
to whom only good spirils respond.,

Ahont two years ago, on the death of my wife, T procured a planch
which is an instroment for facilitating apivit communieation. It is of
ished mahogany, heact-shaped, with a hole ab the hearl-poiot, bord
with eork into which o peneil is fixed, Underneath ave wheels, moad
a8 to turn every way, and moving on the least impulzge given, T tried
ahout twelve montha to get writing, bt waz not medinmistic. . The sp
tolid me afterwards that they could not pass through we. I regrottod
al the time, but have sines Deen glad of it

Ome evening I said to my little danghter, eight years of age, ¢ Bap
you try ! she pot her hand on the planchette, and after awhile it
to wnove, and o word was written.  She tried again and there came,
LVmma, 1 will kiss youw while you sleep.”  Bhe threw up her honds i
cited sstonishment,  We found afterwards thal these were evil g
writing ; and it was sowe thme before we gof writing from my wife,
afterwards we did frequently (a3 we suppose). Tt would take too lon
gtate the cireumastances under which we henrd from hor ;

Bt hefore such communication eame the writing went on to hond
of communications, but we afterwards found that many of them wer
evil gpivite or dovils, signing the names of deceased relatives, and p
ing to be them. AL lest came drawings aoder the hand of the med
representing among other things batiles between good and evil apirita,
by the side of fallen evil apivits was written, Y dead”  And the
were representod with harpe, praising God.  Anil the shiclds o t'l"“,b i
apirits wore shown as having the likeness of God, ag He is deaeribed
book of Daniel, with © (God ™ written; while the shields of evil apirits Wi
shown as having Satan’s imoge, with  Satan” written. T did nob
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iefied with thie, and put a variety of questions, to which T reseived
Mitions answers, whieh would require too much space here.
Among the evil spirila represented ag slain, was one over whom was
Wilkten the name Kpu];mu," aml g subordinate evil spirit was behind
i ag his servant,  And it was said that this @ Appolyon™ was SBatan's
hief officer.  We shall have oceasiom to refer to him again.
- They also wrote, and signed it as if written by my wife, that in my ecllar
Wi buried a treasure, in lomps of gold and some silver, to the amonnt of
N thousand pounds, stating it to have been buried with & monk of the name
il Phete, in 1664, and that he died the first Sunday in May, and that the
hole ground was once o burial ground for monks, T raised objections to
Ao pane and the probability of the treasure, and received cnrions answers.
Mk it is strange that when the cellar was dug humon bones were dug out,
Which T was much surprised at, as no burial there by us had cver taken
ihoe.  Just at this juncture, one svening, came a writing professing to be
Ao my wife, saying that ahe had nob been for some time, that evil spirits
inel beem writing, that all ahout the gold was wonsonse, that gond spirits
igver went out to battle as was pretended, and that they wanled me to dig,
M Ll down and be killed, requesting that the books should be burnt, and
Miting, * there are evil apirits here now.”  In the course of the commuani-
Liong enme one, whoss writer professed to come to guard us for the night.
T‘Imd inguired some time boefore, ag they so frequently spoke of snarding
A, if there were any special danger.  The answer was, © Yes, danger from
Wil gpirita”  But I suspected this was probably an evil apivit. 1 therefors
-._.}lr!rrlundeu:], “Are you really our own dear Ma?" For it was signed as if
Mo her,  And T nzed with the dewmand a loud invecation. Tn a moment
e ehilid’s hand dashed swiftly along the paper.  # Nal you murderer, yon
"-Elmhnuli you lisr, &c., &, &, &e., you fool, my name i Appelyon,”
{ thien repeated the inveeation, and commanded him to leave us,  With
tiiter rage and more multiplied epithets he wrots as the hand dashed over
i paper, T will never leave you, I will always be with you, and be your
Aormenlor.”  In s communication I received next day, professing to by from
uy wife, it waz said, * He was obliged to tell who he was nnder your invo-
Aation.” My little daughter was afraid, and said he wonld do ns some
A, but T reminded her we were ander the protection of God, and he
Wi stronger than devils.  That night I shall never forget; L never ex-
(Meted o have the experience of sleeping in a room where raging devils
ure, T wonnd my waleh up in the twilight very carvefully, but there
Moemed a hand upon it; it stopped, and in the morning the mainapring
s found broken,  We had some intimation of what we might expeet, for
e wires of the clock wers rattled, althongh the door was shuf, 1 hesi-
teil whether to put ot the gas or lot it burn all night, but, a8 there was
Momething of o moon, T decided to comwit ourselves into (Fod's hand,
- DBt then began, and lasted all wight, rappiogs, and mttlings, and crack-
p{n. and nolscs from all parts of the Toom.  Every time we were just
ng off to sleep, we were Louched by a kind of electrical touch. '![‘]1&
ildren were pinched and pulled, their hair was pulled, and often after
fhere wore little places as if dug ont with nails,  We were more weary
lien we rose than when we went to bed. T said to my little danghter this
Wunk, “You will never forget that night if you live a hundreed years"
A Noy she avawared, *and how the washing-stand rattled when you eans
to the room.” I remembered that, and that T passed by it again to see if
winld vibrate from my tread, but it did not
- Whe next day a drawing hy the apivits was made of the seenc,  Some of
e devils were representad as under the bed, some as over if, 2ome as
ttind it, and a drawing of my wife as guarding by my aide, beside whom

Val. TX, 12
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wag writhen © Ma," and T was told the next dey that there were a it lof

them,” T inquired on the morrow if there were any way of gefting rid
these evil spivits, snd was angwered, 2 No” T then inguived how we 3
o get sleep, and it was said, - Pab fwo Dibles on the pillows and fry U
The next night 1 put three open Bibles oo the pillows, and all was stil
death,  'The children slept so still that L eculd not Lell whether they w
dead or alive in the night. I lifted up the hand of my little boy in
dark, and it foll agif devoid of all Tife, Tt was only Iy putting my-
hig heart that T eould tell whether he lived.  Bab when [ owoke in the ni
I woticed o peenliar emill in the bed, & kind of sonr vinegary, hrimatem
amell, T inguired what this was, and the answer was it wag the soielly
evil apirits drawn oul from the bed Ly the Bibles, i

Only thisweek a3 we rose from worship a large spider was found o
daughter's arm, with ita fangs buvied in bee esh aud stekivg her bl
[ have often had fo cut out of the children's copy books indelicate
unclean drawings, when they Liad left their books for a moment and
their peos anwiped,  And when chall has been ahoit, or pencils, T h
had bo ose the sponge o flanmel oo the floor of oo boxes,  Lvil spirity
doubt, are *unclean™ in overy scnse,

Whin sue who pretended to be o good spivit wreote about their cony
ine to kil me, it was said that i 1 boughd a lanb it would drive them
The idew 1 suppose was taben from the T'assover lamb soreenin
Taraelitos from harm, T eaid I did uot care abont dying, T was roady
L shiould reach my home.  But T told my exceuntor where he would {in
will in oasa anything should happen to me. }

I bought the Tnob, bat as I discovered that devils and not good &
had been writing, 1'zold it again,

)

The lamb that T pacteid with the buteher told e wenb on very well
shont a fortaight, bub one morning he found it sitting np oo its bhannel
with its hewd np as thongh it had teied to get throngh the wall, and g
desd. 1t geemed to me azif it had been frightened todeath;  The butehs
thionght it very curions.

About this timg there waz o étrong strogele or pretended steag
betwern bhe spicits which shonld nse the medinm’s hand,  Somet
Lgwve pob the vzual question as to the prosence of the good spieits, sl
angwer has come, - Yes ! ghe is hero, but Lwon € let hee weite.  Apollyon
Then T have said She shell”  Then we resched onr: Bibles, and
thes medivm weote Troad, and while 1 wrote questions she read, and th
wi ok commpications with the vight sigoatore.  Bob il a break ocey
in the reading the wrong signature cane, and the writing was partly cro
ar altered.  Then we agrecd upon s form of words €0 he used by the
apirit, and before beginning I urtered the invocation, which was angwe
by invoeation which we thought was aate, and that no evil spirit could:
it Dot after that one evening the invecation was need and answered,
the Bibles were not uscd, snd there cpne a communication chargi
pereon with going and persuading certain parties not to come ©
Sundey worslep, I went round and found it all false,  Then Lsaid, @
are all lying spivits ;" 8o I came home, and a second time barned all
comminicationg. i

After feeling much discouraged for a fow days 1 ove morning Lo
leaf of a Bible folded over and over, ponting to the passage Hev, if. 18
VErELE,

And now communigations from na having ceasmd, passages of Serl
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wern found dotted down Ty other hands than ours, T had been praying ona
- orning belween four and five, T think for half-an-hour or an hour, and
Cweeping till my eyes were red and swollen, T found this dotted dewn,
Mmothy i 3 and 4 veraes,

We ano day were troubled with writings all about the place, Full of
"r'ﬁ"uluiug sl blasphemy, seratched with breoken needles taken from ue.
e devils ara evidently up bo the wark, with all the awearers’ vocabualary
ol s, 2 Oh, here is writing!™ seid the childeen, T angwersd, 10 we
't have writing from: heaven, we won't have it from hell.”  So I subbed
o seraped it ont, fime after time ) then it was written with & pointed
Sibene, prlled p from between two stones in the ajsle.  Thiz was a0 deep
- i the top of one of the geals that 1 had bsed matter to serape it ot L
Ahen found dotted down in Watt's livon-book o eorper of the leaf o the
i Volee i——
ol

*Bhould vile Mlusphemers with dizdaing
Prooounoe the truths of Jesus vain,
T'LE mieet Lhe seandsl and the shame,
And sing, and Erigmph in Lis name,”

When T have bean preaching snd veferrving to devilz, and their inevitahle
oo, and bow the whole range of e Word of God gives intimation only
il punishment anld not of pardon to them, I have found. the elothes and
ppers in ey bedeoom dashed about, and the large looking -glass of my
ehiffonier running down with apitile.

Biat time wonld fail me to tell of all the troubles we have fo pags theough;
the spots of blood coming on choiva ; the smewring of bloody fingers on
Mineldngs ; the breaking or hiding of strong darning needles, thie sntting ouf
il pieces rom stockings while they wers being mended, if left for & moment.:
il #ndden glamming of the pulpil deor while the children were ploying at
hnrch in the table pew, a0 thet T can now bardly shob the dooe tog the
Wlnghing of the children on the ground, g0 that they eome in eoverad with
Cilugt and erying; the doshing of their hands snd heads againat walls, =0
Ll they came in Bleeding and bruised to the bone; the laying sbout of a
Mibitanes thet lonks like salt or white sugor, but which we were told iz
- brimatone, wod put thers to kill the childven {(my little giel was going to ek
4, bt she smelt it first, and it smelt likes brimstone: T saw and wondered
Wk i geveral dave, snd then washed it away); matehes lefton the table were
Claghed all whout, (bwice) T fonnd one on o pile of WpELS On8 moTning, as
el s to say—L wounld burn von out. When I[’ hove wrilien & coffin
plite, and have cleaned the paint away, ned wipsd it off the plpzs with o
Aunt, fingers have smenred it over the door oulside. T put a divention of a
poftin plate in a drawer for gecnrity; when I went for it it was gone, bt
erewards, when the plate was dons, found in a edbweb behind a boand.
nay has heen talion from the, pocket,wnd hidden, A beantiful old-
iioned very amall ching onp, nsed when tea wos fivst introdueed, was
n from othiers on the chiffonier and eroshed under a fool.  Hymn boolks
G hidden for weeks, A hand is struek on s dosty lid of 2 padded box in
Wi parlour. T went in and was startled by it leaving a clear impression.
| mengnred my own haod on it and fannd mine was swaller: the two
ildle fingers were euriously crooked.  Just as tea is about ta be poured

the cupa, ingects are theve, A sccond time insects sre thera, thivd
Hine o single blight is there. When the ten is poured out, sometimes a
town powder iz pub inocontaining brown Hving inscets,  And koobe of
litter or cheese, saved by the children on the edge of their plates fo finigh
I wilh, suddenly disappear.  These sre some of the annoyances,
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One day my danghler enme fnowith Loy hand sleeaming with blood,  She
gaid that Wllifa coming by the malthouse, in the wall there was fixed a rus ¥
nail, head in; (hat the pail point had small hooks, and in the nail wis &
large poisonons beetls, which she seoms to know quite well, with its
poison bag on the nail emply, and the vonom smeared on the nail; that jus!
i she possed her hond wan doshed againet it, the nail disappearad in e
wall ; soma of the poison, she gaid, went on the back of Ley thamb, wol the
nail in the ball of it. I washed the wound well, and kept applying tarpens
tine, but on the back of the thumb rose np an eruption, which is nol gon
nwnf].j'et. The devils' seem to have a perfect batred of the children and
me also,
Some timo age, having {0 go to Oxford, my little daughter was sonk to a6
velative for the duy, whio propared for her onice dinner,  But the ehild was
driven into the steeet by one of these evil oneg, and theve I found her whes
I came home, Bhe said ahe had been in-doors with her relative Gl late
the afternoon.  But words that were dropped made me donbt this, aod aftar
I had set her down to hor writing I went to enguire, found oot the trutk
nnd punishod her geversly. While sha was sLﬂril weaping, I cast my ayeon
her wriding ook, nnd thero was written with the stllwel pen, jost Lalt, writing
#o amall that I bad to get an eye glass to read it—" S'iily thing, T filled heg
month with lies; now whip her.” I fell powerless ledore an invisible foa
like this, for it was actuating to evil and then demanding punizhment on®
the viectim, I fell om my knees with toars, and gathering my children in
my arms, supplicated God's protection agninst the nl;rpmuuiml. Bomatimes
the combination is =o sleong, and the ::]Li.EL!L':'n g0 deivon, that T am vondy
to give np, sod to thivk T had beller destroy myself, Bul no donbt this i3
one aim of the encmies, while they are working that deap depression which
has oflen made life slmost unendnralile. Dot at other times good angels
secm abont us, the milk on the fire, lorgotten by all, bas in twoe instanoes
when just ready to boil over, been taken off the fire and put on the hobd
When the little girl is asleep, she will drenm that ghe 1 praying, snd wiles
and find horself on her koees,  She will deenm she s I.llllyinp; with u featlice,
and wake aud find the feather she dreamed about in her hand. A fen
mornings sgo il was a very dark green fealher, soft, and bendmg vonnd
this muming i was a very black feather, I never fult such a sofl onigg
betweon three and four inehes long, and bending round, 4

T waa praying in our cliureh one evening, nnd tha ehildren were silliy
ench end of & gmall fablein the room, ot the window; 1 was enjoying prave
1 gnppose too much for the devilz, for T had struck o linoe of thonght fro
the promise,—* I will make erooked things straight,” and was pleading nni
mnging throngh the Bible, and through the histories of David, Joseply
Jdneob, blovdecni, &e., &o., where the orooked hod been made steaighit, wh
all at onei 1 heard such on oulery, and roshing inta tho reom T s
table, the two chairs, and the two childpon, all atilt together, ready to g
turned over, anmid an inkstand which bad been eorked, and pul up on
window ledge, halfl way ncross the room and the cork oul, and ink
botile where no accideninl impulzs could have thrown them; Tran
help, and they told me that an elfort wan saddesly wede to dosh them
over. My daughiter said that she conld foel that an eflort was mudy
strike the spine; but that by great exerlion she twisted her back round 3
bring the blow against (he ontside of the thigh. When I looked I fonk
there a dark bruise about three inches lomg. . . . ]

“Et I must come from ineident to argument, on which I must but jos
tonch,

T think 1 have said enough to show that whoever else may * pole fun @

i
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plritoaliem,” T comld not do it. It seema to mo that Spirituelism is the
flail-intended ramedy for that growing materialinm of the age which would
‘Wion land the world in atheismy, Spivitoalism is interwoven will the his-
iy of every age and nation. T soppose there are fow families in which
heldents of Spiritnalism have not ocemrred, Paul was a spiritnalist, for
Miv speaks of a * Messenger of Satan sent to buffet him, and ho besonght
e thrice™ (2 Cor. xii, 7); and be says alao, ¥ Believe not evory spirit,
but try the spirite whethor they are of God" Peter and Jumes wera
| ﬂ]rh‘ituuiisla, i they met the spivits of Moses aod Tliss on the Monnt of
mpsfigoration.  Cheist was o spiritualist, for he often ecasl out devils.
Mutthew waa a spivitnalist, for he says (Matt. xxvii. 52, 53), “ Many bodies
ol the enints which slept arose and eame ont of the graves aftor His resor-
roctien, and wenl into the holy city and sppeared unta many.” Wesley
woe o spiritunlist,.  Luther was a spiritualist, for he speaks of sleeping in
i eertain plies and of being kept from: sleeping by devils, whose noise all
night was lilo the rolling of eonnon balls about the room. And T remember
hi gpenke of the devil moeking him from o tower.  The Pilgrim Fethers
were spiritunlists, mond gave records to that effect,  Some of the Poritans
i Cromwell's time were spiritusnlists.  And Whe spiritoalists in America
pumber by millions.
'hlt remaing for me to state a fow conclosions I have eome to from all the
ove,
1. Tt has deepened my faith and interest in the Word of Gad, and in all
it descriptions conecrning the evil spivit worll, Tt has also decpencd my
dnterest in the Book of Pealms, for where 1 onee read of enemiss in applica-
tion to men may I read of them ln application to devils also,
% T helieve that the whole world i= full of netive evil spirits, whoss
existence is ouly developed or preceptible to us, according a8 we are in
eontnet with medinmehip, thal they are chiclly responsible for three parts
of the erime nnd seeidents oconrrivg. T o magootizer on a plitfoem eay
milee his anbjeots of operation forget their dwn name, how soon way con-
fugion b introdnoed into rnilway routing by the aetion of invieible ageney,
po that the most dirastrons resulis mey epring.  Human sulfering in any
form is gladdening 1o devils. * Give her a donble lesson” L am glad
on have whipped her,” have been frequent writings about. T ean gec now
imw they have sometimes mude the helpless sick soffer; and in looking
biel trpeo positive tokens of thair presence, aud their work of puilt has
boen going on HOO0 yeurs, \
3. One of thelr preat cfforts iz to indues foar. It i3 debilitating, and
peems to give more power to them, My childron have fenred, and when 1
pont my danghter ome day into the eallar, she came rushing up, and say-
Ing, there was a dack fignre with his arms sprem] ont. I ean't get her lo
1 down now without ber littls brother.  But I have all along felt more
ndignation than fear, especially when they bogin their misehicl; and when
they make tho children go that I am competled to whip them, T have deshed
e mwiteh into the oir, and thonght, if I could but reach the authors thero
wonld be a little * wmusenlnr Christianity,”
4. I have often thought they have rendezvons, where they mool and tell
pud rejoice in their exploita. 1 judsze thus beeanse there wre times “of
nbzence whon everything works naturally. In o former communication, 1
Cwas told ovil spirils left at 11 o'elock, but were in spd out cconsionelly. I
IHIE“ ray, when the dogs begin to hiowl, * Thess devils ave about pgain.”
gy howled thig morning when T waes in prayer al lve o'eloolk, and I soon
hied evideneo of (heir presence, And at geven while washing my ehild's
arms, they still became dirty whatever scup waa used, and st last camea
list of black dirt; so then I began to sing o hymo—they can't bear singing
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Divine songs. And after a discouraging Sunday evening when I have gong
aboub singing—
% Phengh in o fereign land,
W e nob far from home |
Anid nearer to our house above,
W every moment come, ™

they bave zeemed to rage; and the boy hag some in eovered with dusk .
having been dashed down,  And when we have been singing the evening
hymn in hed, he hag made a curious noise, and when T stopped, he sald o
hand had lold of his theoat. -

4. 1 bolieve they are mevry as well sa murderous.  Three m's wonld
degeribe them, merry, mecking, and murderous.  Two of the first words wa
Liad writlen wers mocking words. I eculd give a owrdons ineident of thei
merriness, aod for misehiel they ore veady for anything from o morble to &
murder. The panies on battle fields and in congregations, which havig
often been so fearful, and the frenzy of mobs [ treee all to then. 1o
member rending when o boy of the mureder of g woman in Berkshive, LS
thinl the man steocl her head oft.  But the morderer said a sudden tamps
tation came upon him, anl when he sheuek the blow, the demon’s ayis
flashed fire,  As to marbles, T was one Sundsy morning at one o'clog
rm:-iu,-:; bl aisle, and praying, when oll gt once s marble was puf inko
wllow in ome of the atones, That was Lo distraet attention, and to let n
Lenowr who was ad hand. | But though moeking, lilke other moclkers they don't
like to be mocked. I eallod one a dunce-devil, becavss & name he writds
often to mock me by, he spells wrongly. T any misehicf T find done, T saye
Thers is that dunce-devil again! I saw that the last time he wrote he
abbreviated (he word. AT ety

It only remeins that I shonld refer to the weilings by an invisible hiend
and the productions ealled lilies. They are nob the Dodder planl, foe 15
have looked iuto {he Peung Cyelopedio, and find them quite difforent ; bt
with the leller whieh I sent to yon, which dame from Stourbridge, T re
eeived some which pra the exact coanterpart of those which have bean Q55
enpeed,  Newspaper light has been the leading to the truth. Mo doub
they are prodused by an inseet.  And this proves the written eqmmunic
tiems to bo Ly lylng spivits.  Having premised this, and stuted thab all
“honsehold ™ comprises myself, my danghler of eioht years, and my 2o
of five years, and that the communicalions were written, the one in o pe
during service, with ehildren all round, and the other when the Bible In
on o llnt |]Jn.r|.' nudor the pulpit, whils the square pew nnder the pulpit whs
full of girls. My daughter had o pencil in her pocket, which she foud
in both eases laid by lor side. She had been acoustome to use the peneil
to mark the attendance of the geholars, The first wag, I'think, the Suns
day before T wrobe;—

“ Thanr Pr—T wish T conld write, but these evil apirits won't lel me.
hiopa God will halp you wough in the deepest troubla, I hope you wi
trost in God. I am here all to-day,  Farewell, dear Pu." |

The next wag on the following Sunday. 1 had expressed a wish to kot
if there was any meaning in the number of the lilies, and whether theg
wera supernatoral — .

“Diear P'a,—These Nlies I planted, and there iz nothing in the 20.
hope God will halp you in your preaching. They are supernatural. I an
your dear Me,  Parewcll

The next Sunday T gaid T shonld like to koow the purpose of them, an
where they came from, T put a Bil of paper in a hymn-bool, and thia w
writben i—

“ Thaar T'a,—They come from heaven, and T put them there to concourag
youw. I hope God will help yon.  Tarewell, dear Ta."
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 T'hey were therefore written by one of the lying spirits of whom I have
Wil o mueh,
1 must now abraptly elose.  Yours truly,

Buptist Choveh, Eynsham, Angust 13, 1874, TT. Marniew,
[The preat longth of our correspondent’s letter has compelled us to ent
L gertain nnimportant pessages whore sslerisks appear—En. |

Muny points in the above lettor may be thought foolish; and
fhere iz no doubt a tendency manifested to aseribo the most
ofilinary incidents to demoniacal agency. A man micht easily
lwenk the spring of his watch, especially if he went to wind it in

the twilight, and a spider fasten on o little girl's arm, without
wvil spivits having anything to do with {he matter, The natural
liistory, by the way, both of the spider and beetle, strikes one as
biving slightly peculiar.  Still the letter is a most interesting and
{nstructive one, and shows very clearly that Spiritnalism 1s by
no means a Tose without thorns, This is a tvuth which spiri-
Analists ought to be the fivst to ackuowledge, instend of leaving
it to their enemies to point out.  The true defence of Spiritual-
{stn i not that there is no evil in it, but that the good predomis
miates over the evil, My Mathews' experiences have cortainly
lieen of a sombre cast; and it is ammsging to see how this fact has
golonred his view of the whole sulject.  “Paul” he tells us,
Uapus o spiritualist, for he speaks of a ‘ messenger of Satan sent
o buffet him.™ . . . . “Christ was a spiritualist, for he
::n-ﬁurl cast oub devils” . . . * Luther was a spivitualist, for
e speaks . . . of being kept from sleeping by devils”
Why spirits of such a low order should have assailed the worthy
minister is no doubt to be attributed to the fact of a burial-
tound being within a yaed of his dwelling, 8o early as the
ime of Plato it was known that carnal and earth-bound spirits
hover about among the gross vapors of the graveyard. (Plat.
Phoed. 81 By Yet even such spirits as Mr. Mathews had got
liold of might have used him better had he been a little more
pongiderate,  1'o tall of “their inevitable doom, and how the
whole range of the Word of God gives infimation only of
mnishment and not of pardon,” muost have been trying to the
mper of the “devils,” and goes far to explain their ungentle-
munly conduct,  Moreover, it was aggravating to call them
Hilunce-devils,” as if their “inevitable doom™ was not enough
fir them; and the pastor's desire to display a littls muscalar
Ahiristinnity was human certainly, but hardly Christian,

But to face the question more seriously for a moment, what
e we to make of such a narrative as the foregoing 2 What it
noat reealls to one’s mind is the accounts of witcheraft cases of
eouple of centuries buck. The pettiness and mean spitefnlness
ol many of the incidents present an exact parallel to those
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eurions outbreaks of the supernatural. “Hallucination,”
course, will be the ready answer of the disbeliever. But Bpiritus
alists will not be content with that cheap explanation. Th
know from experience that things equally odd and freakish ara
nevertheless sober facts.  Mr. Mathews, it is plain, had made up
his mind that the intelligences with which he was in communis
cation were “ goblins damuned,” and from the matter of the inves
cations and the Bibles and the brimstone, one might be inclined
to draw the conelugion that they had determined to humour hi i
to the top of his hent. Yet, it may be questioned whether the
Baptist minister's own mind had not a larger share in the
peculiar turn taken by the manifestations than even the volit
of the invizible beings themselves. We lenow that, aceording
the tenchings of spirits, what is subjective in the material sta
hecomes abjective in the spiritual, constituting the environme
of the disembodied human being ; and it wonld seem to b
law of spirit-agency that under its influence what is subjective
to us in our normal eondition becomes for the time being objecs
tive, and assumes external, andible, visible, and tangible form,
We are prosented, in o word, with our own thoughts in concrete:
shape ; and thus the investigator, unless on his gnard, will merely’
have his private prejudices confirmed by what seems incontros
vertible prool of fact. This principle, perhaps, best explaing
that is to say, is the most eorrect general expression of, many
anomalies of spirit-manifestations, which a rash theorizer micht
impute to ohvious delusion, as being amply accounted for by the:
pre-existent ideas of the recipient.  OF eourse, no theory will
afford to be ridden to death; but the principle stated above
geems to throw considerable 11"111. upon the way in which spirit="
manifestations in different ages and countrics adapt tlat‘ruseleer!;
as a ru]c to surrent n.utmns

"».Iathaws hrrwcl]r dcc‘inrﬁs tth } ‘qnmt.uﬂmm is the Gc:ud lutenda d
remedy for that growing materialism of the age which woul L
goon land the world in atheism.”  So that even the * devils” o ol
their due alter all.

Taw world is God’s journal, wherein He writes His thoughts, ani
traces His tastes. The world overflows with beauwy.  Bea
ghould no more be ealled trivial, since it 18 the thought of G
Throngh beanty things become nseful. It is s veligions doty fi
man, &0 far a8 he honestly ean, to sarround His children with
creations of taste and beaaty, that their finer instinets may be cule
fured a,nﬁl gratified. The love of beanty is the gift of God, a.nﬂ ik
ig born in the heart of every child,
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WILLIAM GILLESPIE, AUTHOR OF THE “ ARGUMENT
! A PRIORIY

‘i characteristic manner in which Mr, Gillespie defended the
ek work of his life till within a few days of his death, entirely
Alisarmed any apprehensions of his sudden decease.  The last
lutter received at this office from his pen was as follows —
¢ MThe Mineral Villa, Stirling, 18th Feb., 1875.

4 My Dear Sir,—What a wonderfully clever comment upon the
fheat, or foundation, division of my *Argument A4 FPetori’ is that of
- My, Sloal, the second part of which ocours in the eurrent number
of Human Natwre. T anppose I must take up the endpgels 1n defence
of the said Avoument.  Mr. Stock is sertainly among the very ablest
paanilants of the work in gquestion, and, as moch as ooy hostile
writic over did, deserves a veply. Tlease drop me a line.

# Thanks for your kindly notice of my mother's death. 1 shall
pend you shortly a copy of a beautiful memorial card, which has
been cxcouted with reforence to the demize.

T romain, my dear sir, yours very truly,
# Mr. Jas, Burng, London, “Winnias GinnEsere.’
The reply transmitted in return was to the effect that any
ptrictures which Mr. Gillespie might have fo offer wonld be
pladly inzerted in Huwman Nature, bub instead of the expected
“popy,” the following intimation eame to hand —
#Died at No, 1 New Killorn, Park Place, Btirling, on the 8th
- vt at s quarter-past six o'eloek, por, William Honyman Gilleapie,
- I, of Torbanehill, and of tlhe Mineral Villa, Stirling.—8tirling,
Murch 9, 1875."
Thus, the great polemic closed his career with words of com-
Cmendation bestowed on an opponent.  Mr, Gillespie was nob a
Hpiritualist, but he must have been well acquainted with its
- fiets, ag he was for a long time in constant communication with
this office.  TTe was a warm fiend of J. W. Jackson, and took
great interest in Huwman Nafwre. We ayail ourselves of the
- following which appeared in some of the Scoteh newspapers :—
The death is announced of Mr, William Honyman Gillespie of
Norbanehill, Tinlithgowshire, a gentleman who in his day bulked
more prominently in the Couré of Gession than any other of his
eontemporaries, and who was at the some time, one of the most
noute metaphysicians and polemics,  Edueated in the Tniversity
of Gnszow, the decensed gentleman very early in life showed the
gatraordinary influenet which Seoteh metaphysies had upon his
mind by writing a work known as “The Necessary Existence of
(tod,” which ranks not much less in the eatimation of metaphysi-
eipns than the works of Dngald Stewart, Heid, and Bir William
Hamilton. The first edition of that remarkalle book was given
o the world about forty years ago, and it at once excited the
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attention of Lord Bromgharm, who spole of it a8 “a valuable ac
tiom to the seience of Natural Theology ;" of Bir William Hamilt
Bart., Professor of Logle and Metaphysies in the University
Edinburgh, who eharacterised it as being * among the very ab
specimens of speculative philosophy which the country has latte
exhibited ;" and of many other distinguished philosophers. Thi
work dealt with the defects of the @ posteriori nrgnments for
aa they had never been dealt with before,  Affer il had been s
tirme before the publie, the author found that in Edinburgh the
was a Boclety of Atheists, and in Glasgow the Fetetic Booiety
whose members digputed the relevancy of the rensoning adopied b
Mr. Gillespie ; and oue of their number, under the wom de plume
s Antitheos,” formally entered the lists, and published what
believed to be a complete refulation of the & pricvd arguments wh
My, Gillespie employed. In the yemr 1887, the thivd edition of the
worls appeared, and in it there were embodied many additions thal
were required by the stineks of ¢ Antitheos™ and other polemi
writers. The fourth edition appeared in {lie year 1868, and w
koown as the © People's Bdition,” and more formally as ¢ Bus
Edition.” In right of hie wife, v, Gilleapic came into poszessl
of the small catata of Tovbanehill, a short distance from Balhgate,
Immediately adjoining it there is ancther estate called Boghead, i
which Messrs. James Dusscl & Son, of Blackbraes and Arnotdala
were worldng, in the year 1849, & very valuable mineral, whose usa
as & source of illnminating gns wne exciting a great amount gl
attention. In the following year, believing the same mineral fof
extend into the Torbanehill estate, they leased all the “eoal, iv
stone, iron ore, limestone, and fire-clay’” conlained in it Bl
the ecourse of the next two or three years Mr. Gillespie, for lims
and wife, raised an aetion in the Court of Hession against §
lessees, on the plea thab the gas-yielding mineral just referved
was nob in the terms of the leass, ag it-was not in his opinion @
eoal. Tho trial that ensued was one of the most remarkable
gcientifie litigations on record. Messrs. Linssel & Son were evens
tually successtul. Litigation was again resumed by M. Gillesp
but the law pleas were ended by o compromize on the 11th Janua
1860, between My, James Russel, jun. (for his father had died so
two years previously) and Mr. Gillespie. My, Gillespie public
stated that his former opponent adhered to the resolution mos
fuithtully and honourably ; and both he and Mr. Bussel becs
guch fast friends that the latter nndertook to pay for the bringin
out of & good rendable edition of My, Gillespie's book * at a che
price for the working elasges.” Ount of reapeet for the gener
- donor and fash friend (who died on the 81st Oetober, 1860,) M
Gilleapie called the fourth edition the ¢ Russel Edition.”

Mr, Gillespie sulsequently lived & very guiet life, Ior the I
ten or & dozen years he was in rather weak health, but he new
ceased to take an interest in philosophical gtudies and in seienti
progress.
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A REMAREABLE SEANCE.

| Dean 8m,—You and many of your readers are doubtless aware
there is a private circle named * Mr. Ronald's Circle,” whereat
. Bugtian and Taylor are tle mediums, and which sits once
i Woek for the materialisation of spivit-forms. The circle meels
i Tacsdny, and is limited to twelve, inclnding the medinms. A
Whouney hoving oceurred in the eircle, I was fortunate enoiugh o
i pormitted to fill it by the consent of the controlling spirit,
Wlieorpe Fox,” and of the severnl members of the cirela. Suech
Belng the case, 1 found myself, at 8 p.n, of the 16th inst., st No.
8 Vornon Place, in the rooms oceupied by Messrs. Bastian and
Waylor. Our party eonsisled of Mrs. Woodforde, Mrs. L. and
ughter, Miss V., Mr. Ronalds, Messrs. P. and C., Mr. A., mysellf,
B the two medioms.
» The proeecdings of the evening were commenced by our takin
our seats on chairs placed in & row in the senire of the room, ms
by Mra, W. then reading over some rules for the puidance of the
Bompany, uwnd alse eertain remarls communieated through Mra,
W in writing, by ¢ George Fox,” nod relating to our line of apecch
i eonduet whilat gitting, and pointing out thet the final aim and
hjlﬂct of tha spirite in giving to humanity, as they at presont are
Jiiving, such wonderful evidences of apivit power and proofs of o
ifo beyond the grave, are the desire to erush ont the baneful influ-
i Lisl of materinlism and abheism, ab present enshronding the
il
At the conelnsion of ihe remarks the gas was extinguished, Mr.
Bastinu being separated from the rest of us, and seated in the right
hnod corver fronting os, and Mr, Taylor at the extreme left of the
rele.  After the lapse of four or five minutes, the trumpat used
by ' George " to speak throngh, and which is of fin, was heard to
Il into the cenire of the room frorm Mr. Bastian’s eorner; noxt a
ow {reble voice, which was recognised ns that of < Jolnoe," wos
hord coming from the floor, as it wora, whils at the same tima the
trnmpat was moved to and fro over the carpet, as if baing rubbed
oo it, " Johnuie " remarked upon our silence, saying we were na
ave a8 though we had been to a fuperal. Presently, * George
Fox " nddressed ns through the trumpet, saying he did not wish to
loge time over the dark seance, and requesting me to changé my
rmenl place by going mexi Mr. Taylor, while the others were to
ke ono seat downwards.  To effoct this and complete our n.rrmq;g.!-
monis, the gas was relighted. I then, as I had been directed by
% Qeorge,” proceeded o examine s long sack or bag, which con-
pisted of black calico, having o eord running round its upper end,
il lung enongh and wide enongh to receive the entive person of
the medinm, Mr. Bastian, as far ne tha throat, which, with the
hond, wus left outside the eoveritg, the stitohing of the outar rapa
of which I was instructed to direct my particeular attention to.
Hoveral of ue next examined the back rooms, two in number, the

|
i
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one a bed-room, shot off from ns hyntnmsnrnrily arranged ain
and the other & emall dressing-room leading from the bed-room
from which it was separated by a door. Having carefully looked
under the bed, serotinised drawers, boxes, &e., we ended by boltin
the door leading from the bed-room on to the siaire, and by gum
ming slips of paper on to the doors and papels, so as to gua
goaingt the possibility of their being opened ; and the beth
gooure pgeinst this, lines were deawn from the edges of the
on Lo the doors and panels, for it 18 obvious that had the doors bee
openod by any one wishing to get into the bed-room, the slips o
puper mnst have been remuved, in which ease it would have bees
almost impossible, and certainly very improbable, thab they should
have been replaced in the dark so cleverly as to make the pencil
lines fall into their exact places. 1 next tied Mr. B. into bis sack
and sealed the cord in two places with my crest, one in sunch |
fashion as to seeure the knot round the neek, and the other thi
knot which seenrad him with the remaining portion of the cords td
the back of the chair on which he was seated.  Finally, he wal
lifted np and placed bodily in the bedehamber belind, bul on ong
gide of J1:]1111 aforomentioned enrtain, sud when he had been thog
placed in position, he was lnst of all secnved by having tacks deivan
into the floor, a0 as to fasten thab portion of the sack where his feel
were. .

Thess precantions ended, and the medium loft fo himself behind
the sereen, we all resumed our seats as before, and at a distance of
nine or ten feet from the cartain, The light we ab first had cons
sisted of one gas burner, turned down so low that we could fairl
distingunish each other the width of the room. At the request g
our controlling spirit, * George,” we first sang, and then furned of
the musical box. ;

Presently the enrtain was seen to part asunder and a tall, coms
manding figure, elothed from head to foot in heavy drapery of @
partienlarly white colonr, stood before us. At this period the light
wip guch that T ecould very nearly, but not quite, distingaish th
fenturas of onr visitor. I observad that he had dark hair, blag
whiskers, and & short * stubby"” beard. The figure was that of |
tall, strongly-huilt man, of I shonld say quite six feet in height., [
essaved to advanece, potting forward the right foot, but after se
fultering attompts, elosed the eurtain and disappeared. * Gioo
therenpon informed us that there was too much lizht, whereupol
Me. Taylor rose and lowered it, and some little while after, in ob
dicnce to a farther command from * George,” the burner wal
changed, owing to the enck of the one whieh had been first in ws
being slifl and difficult to manage,

Buat to refurn to our visitor, who had only temporarily diang
peaved in order to admit of the light diffionlty baing settled. N
gooner had this been satisfactorily disposed of than he
moro appesred, evineing this time more strength, and ab *-_}-';'
carrying out his purpose of advancing some distance into th



HUMAN NATURE. 189

om, but with & good deal of apparent diffioulty, so much so,
lint ho bad to retire afler getting forward about four feol or
. His desire seemed to bo to gel towards some one in that
orlion of the cirele where I was seated—that is, at the left
il faeing the eurtain—and on his being asked if it was for me he
paie, he replied in a whisper, *“Yes," I was now convinced, as 1
Dl been from his frst appearanco, that it was indeed for me he
Dl eome, and that it was in all probobility my brother, who the
Ay before had promised in writing auntomatically through my own
innid that he would this evening manifest himself to me.  Still 1
Miid nobhing aloud, for T wished bo see his fontures and be satisflod
h wis be ero T addressed him by name, and I contented myself
With morely asking him, on his appenring the third time, to try
At shoke hands. This he tried vory hard to do, poor fellow ; .and
wart did all I eould to assist him; but just as we hoped to
o power decreased, the figure seemed to collapse about
hio waist, the drapery to get less brilliant, and with a deep—oh!
ioh o deep sigh of regret—he retired hohind the eurlain, and his
Alinnee of onee more clasping me by the hand and of ¢onvineing me
lint it was indesd he whom T had lasl seen fiftesn and & half yenra
go in rude health and strength, was gone, for this evening at any
Fube.  Ior a brief space he remained ab fhe opening of the enrtain,
il on my addressing him by name and ssking if it were indead he,
) replied in a lond whisper as before, which we all heard, “ Yes,"
i he was gone. ;
More singing and more tunes on the musical-box, and ones again
¢ curtain opened, and the tall, graceful fizure of a female stood
bofore us. 'With some hesiialion but more power she sdvanced
Wlowly, and, ns it were, gtealthily into the room and made for a gen-
Heman, Mr, F., who at once ejnculated, “Ia that you, my liltle
Anrling wife?" Her strength, howaver, failed to carry her to the
abject of her love, and she had momentarily to refire; sho vory
Woon, however, returned, more vigorons, too, and yet nob over
! ng; otill she managed to tale alowly three steps, her liktle fool
Whowing as she advanced each step, and seoming as if encased in
White satin shoe. More fortunate than my brother (if it was he)
Mo enceeeded in tonching the outstretched hand of her hoshand,
lio, by his cjrenlations, showed that he felt satisfied that he onee
more bohold his dearly cherished one; but the clasp of the hands
i of shork duration, and she hnd to retire almost immedintely aftor
behind the enrtain, from whenes, however, she sdvanced again
Sory shortly, and made & gallant attempt to plant a kiss on Mr.
o lips; but strength failed, the figure got dark, collnpsed, and
"4Il‘l‘i{.":i1§r rotired from before us, steatehing ont as she did so her
hinis with gesturves of regret.
- T'ho next form that made its apposrance was that of Mr, Bon.
Wlil's brother Tom, who, with fitmer and quicker step, advancad
ownrdy his brother and shook him by the Land. This form was
ko the others, clothed in heavy white drapery, and seemed to
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stand guite eix feet two in height., The fipure wns command
and reminded me of a Knight Templar. The features wer
vizible, bot from the chin fowed a long blaek beard which
owner seemed prond of, stroking it with the left hand, as also p
ing it with both as if to let s ses and admire ite length and lux
ance of growth., After shoking hands with his brother he reti
to gain fresh strenglh, awd in & moment or two threw out
hehind the enrtein s stool, which Mr. B, picked up and set on
legs.  Bhortly afler which the form re.sppeared, and speali
a pood andible voive, said, he would tey to git down,  The ath
to do so eansed manifest loss of power in the materialized
which danbled up awkwardly in carrying out to it this novel f
got quito dark eolonved, sunk ab the head, which beeame indist
andl had to heat a mlud retrent behind the curtain: he re-appes
however, very shortly and made a mare successful atternpt, sayin
ag he onee more retived after accomplishing his object, ¢ This
of thing is nothing when you've acenstomed to itl” il
Again he enme, went ronnd the eircle tonching several, nnd comi
ing eloae enongh to me fo admit of my distinenishing his no
plainly enoveh; bot ere he eould toneh my hand he had to re
His two next appearances he devoted to putting his foof npon
stool and getbing his brother to feal it The last attempt at this
wna particnlarly suceessful, and Mr. B. informed uns that he felf
the foot distinetly, tlat it was plensantly warm; and he felf §
nails, not only where they joined the fesh, bat at their extremit
I noticed the left fool on the cround whils the right one wasd
the stool; alse thab the feet seemed whiter {han the hand, w
had more the appearnies of Nesh. )
The next form that appeared, after some more singing and ton
from the mustenl-box, was that of a female, whom Mr, R. reca
niged as his sizter-in-law, and addressed 28 “Josie,”  Bhe advane
with less unceriainty than any af the others, and straightway pr
eeeded to Mr, B, whose hand and that of others ghe tonched duri:
her several visite; she also (so My, B. and Mrea. W, informed
lifted hier veil so as to admit of her fealures being more distine
seen,  This lady was in statore shorter than the one who preceds
her, - The hair, which was flaxen or light in eolour and somew
wavy, fell over her baek and shoulders, and the head seemed f
where T regarded ib to be surrounded by o kind of mist, probal
the veil, which in the nnecrtain light gave the idea of mist,
fignre was well shaped avd gracetol, and tle fairmess of the
and eomplesion gave one the ides of a “blonde.” Bhe pass
vouud the eirele tonehing sone, but ns she ot to onr end she beg
to loge power; I, ]mwwer saw her closely and elearly PnDuglt
describe her t0 Mr. R. as o woman of 96 vears of age, fair in oo
plexion, face oval, features regulur and pretiy,—a deseription w
he subsagnently infm-rrlr:l.ﬂ me tallied with Ler appearance on ea
when she departed ot the carly age of 22, On retiring for the
time she woved a kind of melancholy adicw, and as she reached



HUMAN NATURE. 191

Weknin, snddenly shrank and fell to pieces, as it were, as far ag the
plignt, from which part of her body she continued getling shorter
Wl shorter till she sank down to the neck, when the curtain was
dinwn to.  This melting away secmed to be in answer to a remark
| lind made, that it wonld be very satisfactory were the figure to
Yhuieh from our gight while in the midat of us. T was, however,

firmed by Mr. Taylor that ware this to take place in the enrly
gt of the séance the materialisation would all have o commence
il faritio, and thus canse loss of power,—a line of ressoning 1 ean
oronghly understand,  Morsover, while reforving to the drapery,
i i= perhaps as well to mention that although all the forms as has
Do shown came elothed in white drapery of o striling brillinney,
Which always crew darker in colour as the epirit lost power and
Dgame less distinet, yot in each casa this drapery was differently
Worn and disposed of about the person of the phantom-form. [
'{wﬁ enly to add, that Mr. Bastian is a sharp-featured, small-sized,
it -shaped man, with dark hair, sallow complexion, and long dark
oustaches; and I ean most positively assert that the fealures of
Mlosie” and 4 Tom,” whish T saw plainly enongh, were most
isaredly not those of Bastian, while Mr. T'aylor, the other medinm,
_Hil..-d silling by my side the whole time with one hand in mine; and
Mligre was no one in the next room save Mr. Bastian, whom I found
jorded and sealed up in the bag as when I last left him. Tha
mots and seals were intnet, and the slips of paper which I had
penmed o to the doors did nob give the faintest indieationg of
ﬂrwin{-; been tampered with; and I believe T only give ubterance to
e sentiments of all aur perty when T say that there was not one
of onr nmber who had not the fullest belief and eonvietion in tha
onmineness of the wonderful phenomena we had witnessed, My
ilntements may appear wild and ineredible to outeiders who have
noh stodied the marvels of Spivitualism, ot to these who have aud
re acquainted with them, either by personal experience or throngh
e medivmship of friends on whese word they can implicitly rely,
this naarative will, I hope, be only one mora proof of the truth of
| the assertion of Spirvitualists, that the inhabitants of the other world
pezesa the power of lolding commanion with us in various WHFE,
o the léast marvellons and ineoprelensible of which is that of
presenting themselves to us once again in golid, tangible, and
rocognisable forms,  The perfect truth of such manifestations must
Jooner or later be established bevond all dizpute. Parchance if
E‘In}f be given to us to know how and by what laws they are effected.
e this as it may, all troe well-wishers of Spiritunlist may rest
asured that the light which Lins been vouchsafed, and which is now
pouring in upon us, will never be taken from ug, bat will assuredly
neresse more and more unto the perfect day. Let me only add,
thiat I have dona my best to narrate trathfully and as perfectly as
iy memory will permit me the ineidents of this wonderful séance.
A hinve recorded my own impressions as best L oan reeall them, and, T

bust, to the entire sntisfuction of those who formed the civele. Imay
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add that, with the exception of ¢ Tom,” not one of these fignres hi
ever made his or her appearance hefore. This will accou
their want of power to stay long with us at one {ime. = Doub
as our eirele becomes morve harmonised, and the spirits
aceustomed to rehabilitate themselves, they will become less
ezcent.  The only drawbaek to perfection in this séanee was
dirmness of the light we were obliged to operate with. We
hiope that even this will at a foture date be in a great meassur
overeome.—I remain, yours faithfnlly, Cor. B,

S4th Marel, 1875,

[The writer of the foregeing account is a military gentlema)
well known for his scientific nequivements. The facts recordad
fully corroborated by the observation of other sitters with M
Bagtian and Taylor. A séance of the same kind is reported in.
Mediwm, No, 259,  The phenomena described above have also b
certifiedd by observations made on a subsequent evening by
writer.—FEo, H, N.]

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISMA

Ix previous notices of this worl, as it appeared in parts, we b
referred to its leading features, and we take it np now in reapo
to a general demand that our readers have the privilage of securin
the bound volume on the same easy terms as they had the parvis
The wide cireulation which the pamphlet form enjoyed has only
gerved as o stimulns to exeite a desire to possess this valuable work
in a more permanent form. My, Crookes’ essays are of such ¢
struetion that it is difficult for the caviller to find any excuse
the exercise of hig pecnliar talent. Fnets alone are dealt with, s
in such a manner that doubt fails to find & footing, The charachay
of the author, taken in conneetion with his work, places thegi
phenomena in the high position which the best attested scientifig
facts ocenpy. This is of fandamental imporfance, and eonstitn
the basis upon which all further invesfigntions must restk
foundetion is most conclusively I1aid by My, Crookes. The plie
mena recorded embrace the whole range of those termed physieal
even to the photographing of the materialised spirvit form lean
ont the arm of the investizator, az » lady would in erdinary cased
on the arm of a gentleman friend.
. The reeent experiment with Mre, Fay, condueted in Mr. Croal
Taboratory, with clectrieal apparatus, as described in the Madi
No. 2568, has revived the intovest in the * Resenrches' of
Crooles, and ony readers will appreciate the act wherchy we p
al their disposal this handsome and valuable work almesb as
present., !

* By William Crookes, F.R.8. London: I. B:Li'.na..- Eid Offered  to
yurchasers of this number of Hupion Nature; post free, 25 6d.





