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VALUE OF 4 PRIORI REASONING IN THEOLOGY.
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Divisios I—Pant I

ProrostTioN 1 asserts thet © Infinily of Duration is necessarily
existing.” Grmanted. :

Proposition 2 further declares that “ Infinity of Duration is
necessarily indivisible" Gmanted alse. But the admission will
not render our watches superfluons, What My, Gillespie means
13 that we cannot cut time with a knile,

We liave next a corollary establishing that “ Infinity of Fxlen-
sion is necessarily immoveable” The corollary is tantamount
to this proposition—* The parts of Infinity of Duoration are neces-
sarily immoveable among themselves, really or mentally.” Cer-
tainly we cannot make to-day come after to-morrow, or to-
morrow before to-day.

In proposition 3 we have it asserted that “There is neces-
sarily a Being of Infinity of Duration” Most undoubtedly
there is something that endures for ever—if nothing else, at
least duration itsell. Which last is equivalent to saying
that we suinot vid our minds of the notion of time, * Because,
pverything the existence of which we cannot but belisve is na-
vessarily existing.”

Proposition 4 sets forth that “The Being of Infinity of Dura-
tion is necessarily of unity and simplicity.”

It the being in question be infinity of duration itself, we may
yrant this without hesitation or reserve. If it be a substance
whose duration is infinite the case will require a keener serutiny.
Let us commence by admitting that the substance if indivisi
i8 necessarily also of unity end simplicity, The question then
rosolves itself into this—Is a thing which has lnsted, and will
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last for ever necessarily indivisible 2 As in the parallel case of
extension Mr. Gillespie makes short work of the matter—" For,
that the Substratum of Infinity of Duration iz no more divisible
than Infinity of Duration, iz a self-evident truth.” IHere again
we must pause to inguire the meaning. It cannot be meant
that in all cases any attribute which may be predicated of an
attribute of a snbstance may be predicated of the substance
itaelf, The meaning therefore must be that, in this particnlar
case, thera is something which renders it seli-evident that il a
thing had no beginning and eannot be put an end to, neither
can it be minced to pieces.  And go, in o certain sense, there is,
Tor it may be gaid that if a thing be cuf into halves the thing
censes to exist, and two other things besin to exist in ity stead.
It is not open to us, therefore, to maintain that any given mate-
rial ohject is necessarily eternal.  For even il it should never
meet with disintegration, it may still be conceived fo be divided
and 8o be conceived as ceasing to exist, But why a substance
should not be eternal in some shapa or ofher, it sueh an expres-
gion be allowed, no 1easom whatever can be assigned. The
upshot of the matter is that My, Gillespie’s proposition is trus,
it we are to regard change of form as equivalent to the cessation
of existence: otherwise there is no reason why a thing should
not be at the same time divisible and eternal. Mr. Gillespie's
uze of language may of course be the correct one, but it is im-
portant not to contuse the two notions,

We now advance to seholium 1 on the preceding proposition.
# The Substratum of Infinity of Duration being nesessurily indi-
visible, that is, its parts being neceszarily indivisible from each
other: it is o neceasary consequence, that the thing, the parts of
which are divisible from each other, is nat such Snhstratum, nor
any part thereof” This is certainly a necessary consequence in
the zense above defined.

After this comes a corollary. It is a corollary from the pro-
position, The parts of the Substratum of Infinity of Duration ave
necessarily indivisible from each other, that they are neeessarily &
immoveable among themselves” This alse must be granted
with the same reatriction. F i

Then schalium 2—* And the parts of the Substratum of Infi-2
nity of Duration being necessarilyimmoveable among themselves
it 15 a necessary consequence, that the thing, the parts of which®
are moveable among themselves, is not sush Substmtom, nor any
part thereof”  Again undeniable, if to change form, or to be-
come many instead of one, is the same thing as ceasing to existo
Of comrse, in that sense only, undeniable. TFor to say that the
parts of matter are moveable with respect to position is no argu-
ment at all against matter, in one shape or another, being eternal|
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With respeet to time indeed (and a similar limitation is always
bguived in arguing from the possession of an attribute by an
ibtribute of a substance to the possession of the same attribule
by the substance itself) the parts of matter are immoveable.
Ihis boidy of the offspring eannot come into existence before that
ol the parent, nor the fruit of the tree precede the tree itself.
My, Gillespie now proceeds to demonstrate, in a sub-proposi-
fion, that “ The Material Universe is finite in duration” To the
demonstration there is prefized a “ Prolegomenon,” against which
il i3 necessary to enter a protest. For our author speaks as
though his opponents as a matter of course would maintain that
infinity of duration iz inconceivable apart from matter, Whereas
oll that any opponent, who knows what he is about, will wish to
maintain is, that the material universe may, for anght Mr. Gil-
lespie can show to the contrary, be eternal. There is no “ in-
dissoluble bond in our conceptions © between matter and infinity
of duration ; nor between any other substratum and its attribute,
seeing that the same attribnte may be possessed by more than
nue substance.  The coneeption of an atbribute doss not neces-
sirily imply a particular substeatum as its corvelate.

Mot to weary the reader by unnecessary prolizity, let it be
ataled at onee that M Gillespie does trinmphantly demonstrate
thal the material universe is finite in duration, in his meaning
of the words, in which the material universe is the equivalent of
matler, and division or change of form identical with cessation
of oxistence,  Bub matter is still matter, however much divided,
and that matler, icrespective of form, may not be eternal, both a
purte ante and a parte post, he has not attempted to demonstrate
and we may be quite sure he never will.  Yeb this is precisely
what everybody means who speaks of matter as being elernal.
It remains then that matter, irrespective of form, may be eternal ;
or, in other words, may be the substratum of infinity of duration,

In a scholinm which follows My Gillespie makes rame of all
who nphold the dectrine of the eternity of matter, 1f such per-
sous agres with himgelf in considering change ol form to be the
same thing with cessation of existence, his remarks are very
much to the point, otherwise they are thrown away.

We next encounter a proposition beavine the unassuming title
of © Corellavy from Sub-proposition.” It lays down that  Kvery
stceession of finitely extended substances is finite in duration.”
The case of * a succession of substances of Tofinity of Extension,
we are not invited to discuss.  That, we ave told, would be * we
Enow not what,” an assertion which, however nndeninble, hardly
solves the question of the eternity or non-elernity of such a suo-
cession of substances.  The other case, namely, that of a sncees-
sion of gubstances finite in extension vesolves itsell inte two
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heads, Under the firal of these falla the considerntion of "
anceassion of substances which are in the Matevial Universa"
The proof of the proposition under this head is brief enough.
“ For, secing that the whole finitely extended Material Universe
itsell is finite in duration, every sucoession of substances which

ara in the Material Universe must, therefors, be finite in duration,
too.”  “The Material Universe" moans matter pure and simple,
Now, we have allowed that any given congeries of matter is

finite, becnuse divisible; but that matter may not be eternally
shifting from shape to shape has nowhere been demonstrated.
The other head contains the case of a succession of worlds.
This is disposed of on the ground that any succession involves
motion, which seems disputable with regard to succession in
time. Hut, without going into that point, it will be sufficient to
remind {he reader that it was only motion of parts, as implying
division, which was shown to be fulal o inhnity of duration,
and that only in the sense in which change of form is identical

with vessation of existence. Motion of n thing as a whole carries

with it nothing to militate against the idea of eternity in any
sense whatever. As il conscious of o weak case, Mr. Gilleapis
brings in at the end a preliminary bar to any such supposition
which he assures us is “ overwhelmingly potent.” The bar is
that the imagined succeasion “would be but our own old Material
Universe, ilself, in disguise” Well, if it be so, it seems far from
improbable that our own old Material Universe, with o per-
petually new face on it, will last for ever, despite Mr, Gillespie,
Proposition 5 asserts that “There is necessarily but one Being
of Infinity of Duration.” The case in which the being of infinity
of duration is no more than infinity of duration itself we may

srant ab ones.  The other case, that “there can be but one
Substratum of Infinity of Duration,” Mr. Gillespie considers to

need demonstration no wore than the [ormer. He merely says
“*'Tis manifest.” Tous, however, it is far from manifest, There
may, for aught we know to the contrary, be any number of be-
ings all co-cternal together; and granting that there are, no one

+ shall force us (by argument I mean, for there are no limits to

the persuasive powers of a red-hot poker) into the contradiction
of maintaining that, despile thereof, there is but one Eternal,
True, there is but one eternity : but we can congeive as many

eternals ns Lbere can be monads accommodated in infinite space,

leaving them a little room to take exercise in.

Diviaton L—Part IIL

We started, it will be rewembered, with three Beings, all of

whotit had at first equal claims on our attention. After the demise
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ol one of them, the “thorongh plenum,” we had the rewmaining two
fhnning a neck to neck race for the final honours of deification,
~Then, 1n the Second Part, two fresh beings appeared in the fisld,
Cimmely Infinity of Duration, and Something other than the
Muaterial Universe, infinite in duration. This state of things,
for olvions reasons, must not continue. So ab this point it be-
pomes necessary Lo eflect a general vlearance. Two of our Beings
must be lknocled on the head altogether, and the remaining two
knocked into one. Let us wateh Mr. Gillespie in this masterly
TR VTS

The proposition with which we have now to deal is that
" There is necessarily a Being of Infinity of Expansion and Infi-
nity of Duration.” This is tantamount to declaring that the
being of infinity of expansion, and the being of infinity of dura-
Ltion are not two beings, but one,  How then does Mr, Gillespie
demonstrate this? He commences operations by demolishing,
iy means of w reduelio ad shsurdum, the supposition that space
and time exist ns independent entities, thus knocking two Beings
on the head altogether. It remains then that space and time
exist, severally, only as maodes of a Being. The same absurdity
is then used by Mr, Gillespie to prove that the Being in the two
cases 19 identical.  Thus the two remaining beings” ave knocked
into one. Lot us examine the reductio ad absurdemn itself, which
acts as guch a potent solvent, Ir. Gillespic in effect says—TIf
time and space exisb as independent entities, then since time is
in spnee and space in time, space must be time and time space.
Which conclusion is plainly absurd.  Se “it is proved that the
eupposition itzelf is absurd.”  Now, it is quite true that we have
o contradiction herve, but it is one of Mr. Gillespic's own making.
He was the father of it and he it 35 who must pay for its rear-
ing; it is an exceedingly illeditimate offspring.  The contradie-
tion is nob drawn oul of the proposition, in which ease it would
certainly invalidate it, but gratuitonsly thrust into the proecss
of reasoning—munwittingly, no deubt, for I do net think or say,
or wish to insinuate that Mr. Gillespie would consciously play
the sophist. Who indeed would amuse himself on such a topic
with the eristical defence of a thesis 2 Or, who would expose
himself to Bacon's withering guestion— Will ye offer to the
Author of Truth the unclean sacrifice of o lie 2"  Mr Gillespie
is aoware that in talking of spnce being in time and time in spacs,
he is only speaking figneatively: but it escapes him that the
figurative language does not convey the same resl meaning in
both eases, T s & very good figure to say that space exists in
time, every portion of space in every portion of time, and the
whole of space in the whole of time.  But it is by no means so
happy a figure to tallk of fime existing in space. Indeed, T douby
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whether the languaze be not ahsurd. Bat, at all events, if we
do consent to speak in this way, we must remember that it is in
two quite different senses that time and space (or, to give them
their full titles, the Being of Infinity of Extension, and the Being
of Iufinity of Duration) stand to ope another in the relutions of
containing and contained, and that by so speaking we involve
ourselved 1n no confradiction, since each exists in the other in o
different respect.  In logic we say, quite harmlessly, that species
existy in genns, and genud in species, hecause it is undepstond by
every one that species exists in genus in respect of extension,
and genus in species in respect of intention. And something
very similar is the case with the B. o.’L o. Expansion and the
B. 0. I. 0. Duration.

But there is another and perhaps still more remarkable featnre
in Mr, Gillespie’s imaginary reductio ad ebswpdum, It is that,
whether time and space exist as independent entities or not, the
faok remuaing that in a certain metaphorical sense of the terms,
different in each case, time is in space and space in time, [f
this, therefore, be pronounced an absurdity, it will be fatal to any
hypothesis whatever that can be framed with regard to the ex-
istenee of time and space.  Let it be assumed that there is a
Being Infinite and Eternal, then if Infinity and Eternity must |
be one on account of their mutual inter-penetration, and it is
yet absurd to eonsider them one, it will follow that the existence
of such a Being is absurd.

On the whole of this subject I find that Mr. Gillespie has al-
ready had the error of his ways strongly pointed out to him by a
writer in the National Reforner, signing himself R, H. B, How
he could have failed to see and acknowledge the fallacy when his
attention was divectly called to i, is a thing hard to be under-
glood,  Yeb it may well be, resder, that if you or T had spun s
subtle a web of argument, |]m,r|,iuulm-1}r it it seemed to establish
a conclusion to which we clung as to life itself, we should be
equally blind to its defects.

Perhaps it will not be amiss to remark here that on whichever
gide our feclings may be in the dispute between Theism and
Atheism, and whatever wo may consider to have been the skill
in verbal fence displayed by tho combatants on either side, the
truth of argument lay with the so-called * Atheists” Mr. Brad-
Inugh of course may be the Devil—all I say is, * Give him his
due.” But why the “so-ealled Atheists?” Feor more vepsong
than one,  Both beeause the man who tries o aet up to the
light within him, be his creed matler or spirit, eternal life or
elernal death, has what gives value to * faith in God ;" and also’
because the Atheist proper is now almost extinct. He stood
on precisely the same dogmatic platform as the Theologian, only
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: mmintaining the contradictory of his opponant’s propositions.
- Hoth of them )
" Blind guides that feel for o path, where highway is none to be had."

The theologian still asserts as a truth admitting of no dispute
fhat there 15 o certain Being, distinet from the Universe, that
would exist unimpaired, not ouly il all matter, but it all mind
nlgo, az we know it, were destroyed; which Being he calls God ;
he asserts further that the material universe is finite and tempo-
mry. The Atheist used to maintain, with equal pertinacity, that
there conld be no being distinet from the material universe, and
that matter was necessarily infinite and eternal, '

But to return. It onky the quibble we have been examining
liad been allowed to pass muster, we see what Mr. Gillespie
would have gained, He would have seemed to demonstrate the
abaurdity of suppoesing that infinity of expansion may subsist by
itgell, which, as we have seen, is only another way ol stating
that the materinl universe, considered ns o combination of matter
and void, is infinitely extended ; and would have scemed to ex-
plode in like manner the hypothesis of the self-existence of
infinity of duration. Clonsequently he would have proved that
there 1s an immaterial Being, distinet [rom space itself, filling all
gpace, and enduring through all time.  As no approach to this
was contained in onr premises, I must confess to having had all
along a pretby shrewd suspicion, that it would not be squeszed
ont of them, being aware, as Whately putas it, that * The object
of all reasoning iz simply to expand and unfold the assertions
wrapped up, as it were, and implied in those with which we set out.”

The reader cannot fail to have observed that in the last, pro-
position which we have considered, or shall need to consider the
outlines of Deity were alveady limned onb in majestic proportions,
and that all that remained was to fill in the details, Asa matter
of reasoning we admit there may be such a Being, demurring
only when Mr Gillespie says “thers must” “There must”
hecanse otherwise time wonld be space and space time. How-
ever much we may desire to reach God, surely this iz not the
way ! Who knows but we may have to fall back after all upon
the ¥ cardiac impulse " of poor Mr. (zilfillan ?

We have now seen how Mr, Gillespis has cleared away the
hypothesis of the self-existence of space and fime—an hypothesis
fatal to all & préort proof of the being of a God.  He lias intro-
duced a gratuitous absurdity, and thus pinned it to the coat-tails
of the hypothesis in question—a most anfair and nnkind attempt
to bring a perfectly respectable proposition into ridiculs, Bat the
laugh, we may be surs, will not be taken up by an andience of
good feeling. My, Gillespie, however, quite takes 1t for granted
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that he has brought this theory into universal discredit, and
henceforward nssumes the truth of its rival. We, on the con-
trary, who enterfain no special spite against the unforfunate
hypothesis that stands in Mr, Gillespie's way, will bear in mind
that it is still an open question whether infinity of expansion
and infinity of duration are independent entitics ornot,  But in
Mr. Gillespie’s eyes the question is now closed, and, accordingly,
in the rest of the train of reasoning we quite leave behind us
and Iosa sight of the only meaning of the word * Being,” which
onr concessions entitle us to male use of, namely—for we cannot
be too particular—that in which * Infinity of Extension and the
Being of Infinity of Hxtension are nof different, ns standing to
one another in the relation of mode and subject of the mode, but
are identical”

One more glance before parting at the turning point of the
whole demonstration. There must be an Infinite and Eternal
Being, for otherwize, space would be time, and time space. Such
is the sum and substance of * The Argument, @ priord, for the
Being and the Attributes of the Lord God, the Abselute One,
and Fivst Canse  And yet this iz the arcument to which Sir
Willinm Hamilton selemnly gave his approbation, while the mob
have been flinging their hats into the air, and making the wellin
ring with acclamation]

Yeb I would not scem to take leave of Mr Gillespie with a
note of trinmph on my lips, His task has been the hardest of
the hard, beeause (as I hope to show elsewhere) impossible ;
mine an easy and an obvious one. 1 have not had o climb to
the moon on & heanstalk myself, but merely to come with a pair
of seissors and snip Mr Gillespie’s beanstalk under Lim,

A word in closing—T have not shrunk from exposing, accord-
ing to the measure of my ahility, the unsoundness of Mr. Gilles-
pu:q pretended demonstration ; yet I admire greaily the con-
structive power he has exhibited, and think his book a great
gervice to philosophy.  We may rest from confroversy on this
subject now fill a betler case has been made out on the same
gide—and we shall rest in pence.

A rone and simple revenge does in no way restore man towards
the faligity which the injury did intervapt. For rvevenge is buf
doing a simple evil, and does not, in its formality, iniply repara-
tion ; for the mere repeating of our own right is permitted to them
that will do it by eharitable instroments.  All the ends of human
felicity are seeured withoub revenges, for without it we are permitted
to restore ourselves ; and therefore it is againgt renson to do an
evil that no way co-operates the proper and perfecied end of human
natnre.—Jeremy Taylor,
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k. CROWELL ON PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND
MODERN SPIRITUALISM.*

By M. A. (Oxox).

11 hias been evident to careful observers for some time past that

piritualism is entering on a new phase of its existence, Pro-
lessor Agassiz, T believe it was, who originated a remark which
st have ocourred to many others besides himself, Every new
brith, he said, passes through three stages. First, people deny
und pooh-pooh it.  Then they aseribe its origin fo the devil.
Lastly, they say nobody ever denied it: it is merely an old and
well-known fact in new dress.  Having with more or less success
Hiled over the time when men who knew nothing abont it denied
g facts, ignored its teachings, and scoffed at its existence,
Hpiritualism has come to that period of adolescence, that incon-
venient age when its existence is all too evidenst, and must be
iteonnted for somehow, A fow scientific ostriches still hide
their heads, and refuse fo see; but to the majority of men
Spiritualism presents elaims on attention which are not to be
b disposed of.  The scientific man, unfortunately for himself,
has no expedient at hand whersby he may at once aceept and
explain the phenomena which so perplex him. That section of
the world which may be roughly deseribed as religious rather
than seientific, is more fortunate.  From time immemorisl it has
had a most convenient personage to whom it is wont to relegate
every thing that it does not like.  Hverything new and unac-
enstomed, all dizseoveries, and all progressive developuments of
linman knowledge have been credited in their furn with a
diabolical origin,  The devil has been at the bottom of most
things which have benefited the world, acconding to thess pious
folks, and among his associates, necording to the sama anthority,
have been the best and noblest of mankind, the heroes and the
moral giants who have towered above their fellows, who have
lived in advanee of their age, and who have most successfully
handed on the courier fire of fruth and progress to those who
gome alter them,  Were the devil only to get his due from these
well-meaning but rather puzzle-headed people, he ought to be
ranked as man's chiefest benetactor,

When the matter in hand, as in this ease, chances to he of a
religions nature, the expedient of saying that it is of the devil
is supplemented by adding that it is contrary to the Bible. This
convenient plan is caleulated o be fatal to any such subject as

* % The Identily of Primitive Christionity and Modem Spivituslism.” By
]Inlge]:e Crowell, BLID. Vol 1. New York: Cacleton & Co.; Londen: Tribner
k Co, 1874,
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Spiritualism.  If it aveid Seylla, doubtless it will fall info
Chavybdis, and an end will be mada of it by some means,

To these points, then, it seems to me that the efforts of
gpiritnalists should be directed, The phenomena will win belicl
from persons to whom they appeal,  The time ia near at hand wlien
they will receive their fair share of attention.  More important it
geemns to me to be to direat attention to the source and nature of the
intelligencewhich wields this new power: toshow whereinif corres-
ponds to that which has always heen the chosen vehicle of Divine
BRevelution : to mark ils claims to a Learing on grounds purel
religions : and to shew, as may easily be done, that it is of God,
nol of the devil : in strictest aceord with previons Heyelation as
preserved in the Dible, not in antagonism to the Divine ntterances
in ages past. Man has been erying out for long in hope of some-
thing which shall satisfy his spivifual eravings. He has onfgrown
the old faith, and seeks o creed more rational and wmore compre-
hensible, If his spiritual nature, as in too many cases, has been
gtarved well-nigh to death, he has been dimly econscious all
through hia blank 111.11:r:r1r1.1.1qm of o something within that is not
gatisfied. If the spirit has mercifully been preserved through its
trinls, its voice is heard in lament over spivitnal destltut-mn and
earnest cries for more light, How many in the last bwo decades
have said wearily lo themselves, ® This theolozy is dry, dry as
dust. 1 cannot assimilate it 1t does not nourish me.  If some-
thing better do not come somehow, then religion will soon be
dead ; and faith will lose its hold upon men™ '

The very prevalence of such a cry ensures its answer. All
around theve is abundant evidence of a portentons shaking among
the dry bones.  And not the least is the rapid progress which
the teachings of Spiritnalism are everywhere making. 1t is
not only,” says Dr. Orowell, speaking of American Spiritualism,
“ gmong the clergy and their congregations, but in a more remark-
able degree and manner, it is invadicg editorial sanctums. Thers
are few daily or weekly journals published in New Yok and
Brooklyn that have not on their editorial and reportorial staffs at
least one beligver, and sometimes three or four, who believe at
least in the phenomena of Spivitualism.”  With slight modifiea-
tlon in one direction, and with considerable extension in others,
this remark applies to England, It would be hard to over-
estimate the force and volume of the emyrent of Spivitnalism
which permeates socisty, especially in our large towns and centres.
of intellizemee, Scarcely a magazing is printed now into the
columns of which it las not penetrated ;: searcely a newspaper
which has not a spiritualistic commissioner on its staff. 1t has
found ibs way into progrezsive pulpits, forms a staple subject for
discussion at fashionable dinner parties; and entails upon '.lt‘ﬂ
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known advoeates and experts an amount of correspondence from
gnguirers which speaks volumes for the wide-spread interest
which it crentes,

At such a juncture a book like D) Crowell's, planned on such
i scheme, and written with such alility and clearness, is especially
Cyaluable. Both for what it does, and for what it does not contain
il is to be valued. As dealing with the objections to Spirifualism
on orthodox grounds and from a Biblical stand-point it comes
in fitting time; and, as dealing with all questions which it treats,
temperately, soberly, and without exaggeration, as well as for
the careful exclusion of rant, and bombast, and the wearisome
nonsense which defiles the pages of most such works, the anthor
tleserves high praise. The book is one which may safely be laid
on i drawing-room table, and read by any one who chancas to
loke it up—and that is uwncommon merit in such a welk, T
may be read through without finding anything which should
shock n refined and enltivated taste,—and that cannot be said of
very many works on the same subject. Moreover, it dives below
the surface, and presents theories and shrewd dedustions and
explanations which, whether the reader agree with them or not,
ure well worthy of his consideration, The student of Spirit-
tialism may with advantage obey Lord Bacon's precept—* Read :
not to contradict and confute : nor to believe and take for granted :
nor to find talk and discourse ; but to weigh and eonsider.”

The book is planned to elucidate the *spiritual gifta™ of
which Paul speaks in his First Tpisile to the Corinthians, chap. xii,
1—11, The author shows what the gilts or powers were—
proving that similar gilts ave exercised now ; that their results
are similar to those in apostolic times; that the same laws
fovern them, and that they are identical in source and character.
I'he different gifts are enumerated thus from the above-guoted
pussage :—The word of wisdom ; the word of knowledge ; [aith ;
gifts of healing; working of miracles; prophecy ; discerning of
gpirits; divers kinds of tongues; interpretalion of tongunes.
Had Paul been writing now, he could hardly have ennmerated
more completely the manifestations of spivit power. MModern
Uhristians do not believe in the fulfilment of such promises;
Hpiritualists do; and the author has an easy task in demon-
sirating the existence of every one of these gifts by abundant
evidence,

It would far exceed the limits of a Review to follow the
author thronghout his aroument. T can but indicate its scope,
ind select [rom it some points for comment, leaving those whi
tasle and approve to gratify their appetite by a Tull perasal,
The author draws his facts from cavefully vecorded anid attested
records, supplemented by his own observation and experience.
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A large acquaintance with the former source enables me to bear
wilness o the carve with which the facts are selected, and inspires
me with confidence in the personal records of experience, These
arve derived from such well-known medinms as Dr Slade, Dr.
Buftum, Dr, ¢ B. Kenney, Mr. Foster, and Mrs. Andrews, with
each of whom the experiments would seam to ba complete and
convineing. From the mass of facts recorded under different
heads, the following may be selected, more as corroborating
experience than as adding to it.

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA,

To support the thesis that niiracles so-called—no miracles
really, bub phenomens oceurving under the operation of an
unknown law—ocenr now as heratofore, reference 13 made to
the phenomena which have been observed in the presence of
the Davenports, D Slade, and Dy, Kenney, Historic cases ara
adduced, such as the disturbances in the Wesley family, and the
oeeurrences in the old palace at Woodstock, when the Commis-
sioners of the Long Parlinment were residing there. On this
laiter point evidence iz brought from Sir Walter Seott’s * Iemo-
nology and Witcheraft,” and from his introduction to his novel
of “Woodstock,” The liberation of Feter from prison by an
angel, and Samson breaking his eords, “The Lord” removing
the chariot-wheels of the Hgyptians, Christ multiplying food—
these, and such like records are paralleled by phenomena of
recent 0CCurrenes.

Howme enrions evidence of musical phenomena will find illustra-
tion and parallel in Section 3, Chapter IIT, of my * Desearches
in Spivitualism,” published in this Magazine in August, 1874,
Dir. Slade and Dr. Kenney are mentioned as p:—*r‘fﬂmuug in the
trance etate, diffienlt piecos of wmusie, thongh they were both
unable to do o in their normal state. The more remarkalle
phenomenon of the performance of an elaborate piece of music
on an accordion, held in the hand of Mr. Home, does not seem
to be known to the anthor, nor the still more extraordioary
phenomenon of the produetion of musical sounds without an
instrumient, which T have recorded in the chapter referred to,

Another phenomenon which I have frequently noted—the
vibration of the room in which a sdanceis being held—is alluded
to in this same chapter, end poralleled from the record in Acts
iv. 81, where it is recorded that when the disciples *had pnylad
the lee wiis ghaken where they were assembled together,” and
from the similar ocenrrences where Peler was released from
prison (Acts xvi. 26), and at the resurrection (Matt. xxviii. 2),
Very remarkable is that violent vibratory motion which the
author mentions as ocenrring in the presence of D Blade and
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Mis Andrews, and which we are wery familiar with at our
own séances. I have nofed the fact in Chapter I. of the
W liesearches” (Human Nafure, April, 1874), and Lave since had
any opportunities of observing it.  If is a frequent oceurrence
with Mr, IJ. DD, Home,
A section deals with the hannting of certain localities by
n.!lnj:-im, under the sugrestive heading, “ They besought him much
hnt he would not send them away oub of the country ™ (Mark v.
10y, Sir W. Seott, and Wesley, the Stockwell Ghost, and the
linuntings at Slawensick, in Silesia, are paralleled by a remark-
ible narative of a haunted house at Broollyn, which dates ouly
ten years back, Strange as it may seem to those who have not
pbudied the question, it is abundantly clear that cerfain spirits
ire bound or attracted to certain, localities. Such are earth-
hound spivits whose interest centres on some spol of earth, and
who are marnetically in rapport with some material object.  No
- upward aspirations raise the spirit. It is apparently in a dor-
mant state, hovering round the seens of old associations, fied,
1Iam-im,ps, to ‘its old hanuts, or even remaining in a state of
iyhernation near its old home or its earth-hody. It is not till
the magnetic rapport that binds sueh'a spirit down is brolen,
iliat it can really wake toits new life. As thisis nsnally caused
by the intervention of a medinm, the reason is seen why many
medinms attract communieations from earth-bound spivits by
going within their sphere, to a house which they haunt, or even
to a grave-yard where the body lies. The present writer Las many
such facts in his experience which ean only be explained on
such-a theory as that now advanced.  The old magnetic rappord
liplds until a stronger one breaks it.  The spitit cannot “depart
oub of that place” until it is released.

The writer says truly that uwsually “advanced spirits are
unable to directly exercise power over gross matter.” When
they attempt to do so, there is a more unadvanced spirit present
who 15 the immediate operator. Moreover, not all spirits can so
operate: only certain who possess the power; and who, I
helieve invaripbly, or with exceptions which have not come
inder ray notice, have possessed on earth the gift of medinm-
ahip, and have retained it in spirit life. The gift with them is
power over matter in proportion as they are nearer to the earth-
aphere. As they progress from the plane of matter they lose the
power and the desire to operate physically; and produce physical
phenomens, only as they are hrought into rapport with those
who need that form of evidence,

MATERIALIZATIONS,
The anthor devotes three chapters to the vexed question of
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materinlized spirvit-forms.  He does not addoce any evidence ag
to the phenomena witnessed in the presence of the Eddy
Brothers, but he details at length manifestations through Mra,
Andrews, at Moravia, These are remarkable enongh, and if
substantially true, as I see no reason to doubf, must be held
sufficient to establish the fact of materialization in the cases
veferred to. !

A pasze is quobted of an arm three and a-hall feet in lenpth
being projectad from the aperture in the cobinet, Mrs, Andraws
haing the medinm. T am able to festify to gimilar phenomena
in the presence of Herng and Williams, in London. T was
present once with an intimate friend at one of their séances,
during the time that they wers in partnership, and we both
obgerved a giant hand attached to an abnormally long arm pro-
jeeted from the aperture of the cabinet. It was quita out of
proporkion, and was distinctly visible for a considerable time,
so thal wa observed it carefully.  On another occasion, 1 saw a
hand materialized on the end of one of the tubes used for a
speaking-trompet.  The tube did duby as an arm,

Do Crowell guotes the wvery remarkable testimony of D
Wolfe to the results obtained by him throuwch the medinmship
of Mrs, Hollis. It is o striling proof of the precarious nature of
these phenomena that Mrs, Hollis failed during a recent visit to
this country to obtain any good rvesults. Indeed, though T
write under correction, I believe T am. eorrect in saying that no
materializations of the full form were obtained in London
through her medinmship. Yet, under other conditions of
climate, atmosphere, and surroundings, D Wolle gof vesulis
with her which are simply marvellous, The “Arabian Nights”
is tame reading after lis “Startling Facts in Modern Spivitual-
igm,”  Yet there is no reason to believe the record to ba obher
than accurate and trustworthy,

A long record of materializalion sittings with D, Slade is most
interesting, At the end Dr, Crowell snys, ©1 had now seen my
danghter so often, and uoder such eonditions, that it was
impossibla to withhold my confidence”  The precantions talen,
and the tests applied, leave on the reader's mind a feeling
of socurity from trickery and deception which goes far to
cotmand asceptance for what isveally almost too marvellons for
belief,  The anthor conlesses that at any time previous to six
years ago, he would probably have rejected any other writer's
testimony to suech sooming imposzibilities: and he Wnull:l
soarcely ba wortliy of blame. Nothing, however, that can be
written in the way of evidence can well he stroneer than the
temperate, exact, and foreible narrative here recordad,  And it
is bavked by an equally exact record of the appearance of their
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won to Mr, and Mre, Whiting, Mr, A. TL Hermance, Newhaven,

Uonn, being a witness. This also throngh the medinmship of
T Slade, .

Space precludes any detail of the anthor's experiments at
Moravia. They must be vead ¢n exfenso. They are not less
tomarkable than those before noticed, and confirmation: of the
fosults obtained was had throngh Dr Slade, and Mr Foster,
Wter the anthor's return,

The theories advanced by the spirits to explain these stupen-
ilous phenomena are worth quoting, if only to show how little
tnmprehensible they are by us in our present state of knowledge
nnd how they do but “darken counsel by words of wisdom.”

It is, properly epeaking, a psyohological proccss. For instanee, the
returning spivit, on ecoming in contact with earthly matter, with minds
dwelling in material bodies, beeomes immediately vividly impressed with
the last sensa of the conditions of carthly matter, thréugh which it lived,
They are all distinet to it in memory, Its dress, its general appearance,
~ the mzidents commectod with them, all are clear tait. By the procesa of
intense autward thonght towards any one objeet, spirits are sble to elothe
themselves with whatever objective form they desive to assume. Vour
mother remembers how sle deessed, in what manner she wors her hair,
during the last days, weels, or hours of her life. She knows she will bo
remembered most distinetly, most satisfacterily, by thoge who remain, if
ahe can assome thet objective form; o all ghe has to do is to fix her mind
on the picture she wishes to weave out of your atmosphers, By intenss
putward thought ehe clothes herself just as she wishea, It is & common
parehologicel process which all spirvits thoronghly understand,  Even little
children are acquainted with i (Page 416,)

In ovder to prodoce visible lormes for spirvits, we mnst have proper atmo-
fpherie conditions and switable medinms, and a portion of the process mmst
be performed in the dark, light heing a digintegrator.  Under proper condi-
tiome, with a good and barisonicus civele, and with the instractions we can
give, we ghall be able to malke forms for ourselves that will be much more
I;urmmmnt. and will resist for a time the disiutegrating effect of light, The

iaie clecteic pnd magnetic elementa which we use for making the pabulum
with whish we eover our forms are drawn from the atmosphers in a
darkened plage,  TTenes, in all ages, spivits linve been able to appear more
distinetly at night.  Tn order that this pabulam may be used withont too
much injary to the apivit, we should have the magnetism of a civcle, and of
onp or more medinmistic persons from whom we drew certain elements which
#hill retain their vitality,  We are thus enablod to vitalise our pabolum, 20
thot it resewbles the enticle and hair of the human body, and the apirit
who i thus suerounded bocowmes so similar to s haman being that you
cinnot detect any difference.  In deawing these elementa from our medinms
tlie proccss is often exhanating, and there are cortuin eloments whish are
only borrowed, wod muet ba returned 5 and this cxplaing the faee that if a
prortion of the spivit materialised be slained by any coloured substanee, the
bnin will Lo trensferved to the same porlion of the medinm’s body with
the elements thatl are retuened,. (Page 417.)

All which comes to this: The spivit-form is really a projection
ol thought in the first instance—thought in the spirit world being
substance.  Mrs, Tappan's little Indian control, Ouina, speaks of
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making her home in spirit-land, with its flowers, and crnaments,
and beauties, out of “her thinks” ¢, it i3 a reflection of her in-
ternal state, a projection from her spirib. This projection of
thought is appavently made wisible to us, and subatantially
present on the plane of matter, by being clothed with a pabulom,
or substance extracted from the atmosphere (as planis extrach
their nutriment and means of growih, T suppose), and from the
circle. This is presumably held in attraction round the spirik,
and is vitalised from the medium, a portion of the vital force of
the medinm being temporarily segregated, so as to endue the
material form with life,

If this be so, it wounld throw some lisht on the means by which
figures are presented on the photographic plate by projection of
thought. I have collected some cases in which it is plain that
the spirit of a person still in the body has re-pppeared.  In short,
thought and will ave the great engines of spivit ageney, and to the
atudy of their action we must look for much enlightenment in
matters now dark to us,

In view of late diselosnres which have startled investigators
into this vexed question, it is eminently to be desired that noth-
ing but the hest evidence shonld be accepted on this mabter.
Dir. Crowell geems to have had absclute proof. To refnse to
admit o much as that would be equivalent to diserediting his
whole testimony, which is very far from our wish. But all do
not exercise sullicient cave in investigating, It seems, al any-
rate, clear that Mr. Dale Owen and Dir. Child have seen cause
to withdraw the emphatic testimony which they gave to the
reality of certain phenomena, reported as occurring through the -
medinmship of My, and Mra, Holmes, Events known to expe-
rienced spivitualists on this side of the water led them from the
tirst to view the evidence with grave reserve, and nothing but
My, Owen's and Dy, Child’s testimony made them entertain it.
It is the more to be regretted, then, that they should have besn
deceived, as must be gathered from their published withdrawal
of confidence. More, it is to be presumed, will be laid before
the publie, who have a right to expeet full particulars. And
the warning will not be in vain, if those who testify to these
phenomena are led to estimate more aceurately the value of
what they see, to avoid any unjustifiable deductions, and to
ingist on nothing short of definite and conclusive proof. The
only proof that ought to be accepted is the positive objective
presence of medium and spirit-form at the same time, in light
whicl shall be strong enongh for careful observation, in roomg
which cannot previously have been prepared, and on repeated
occasions.  Anything short of this is no conclusive proof, though
it may be presumptive evidence when taken in connection witl
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other Em\'eu cases. Butsurely in so momentous a matter, every
Mlep should be proven to demonstration.

SFTRIT IDENTITY.

~ | cannot refrain from instancing a case of identity, precious
‘wvidence in the too great dearth of such, which the author quotes
Mrom o paper by Mr. W. Howitt, It is too long for quotation,
Db the story is briefly this, In early days Mr. H. had lived
Aimongst o number of simple country folk who were of the
Hociety of Friends. He lost sight of them for fifty years,
ind had moved to another part of the country.  Suddenly, while
-lll-lliug with Mrs, Howitt, these old friends announced them-
Belves.

% What," I asked, “ can have induced you, fricnds, to come to me after
w0 long absence? "

' Tt is not without sufficient canse,” they replied. * Dunicl Faber is in
groat trouble, snd we are anxious to assist him, The last comer from thutl
neighbonrhood has told him that his daughter has married o farmer on the
noxt favm, and if it e the man he aupposes, he iz sure that nothing but
mikery can be the result,  This i a wan of the name of Hunt—a wan of a
thasaoter that promises nothing but trouble."

Tk T mikeed, s sould not Fthe last comer,' as you call him, tell you
precisoly who the man is? " =

“ No," they replied,  he was wob personally acquainted with either
party, but heard it through another ; heand simply the fact of the marriage,
and that it was to a farmer on the next farm."”

“ But,” I said again, * why do you come to me? Why don't you go to
thie place and ascertain the facts for yourselves? ™

“ We have been,” they rejoined, * but we can't find Daniel's danghter,
I'ho whole land lies in darkness; we can discover nothing.”

I'his warprised me for a time. Bub it soon cleared itself to my mind.
They were drawn to me by hope of assistance, and by spiritual rapport,
I knew and understood spivitual conditions, We lived as it were in the
wing life-abmosphere, and therefore all was open between us, Oun the
other hand, no one—not even the dsughbor sought after—had any know-
lodge of, or congequently any sympathy with, such things, 'hﬁémr;-ple all
down there were g0 ungpiritual, so intensely in the atmosphere and interoiks
of enrih, that to spirits they did not seem sven to exist,

After reflecting on this, I said, ** Yes; I sce how it is ; you can'l atdp!'u-
sent find Daniel's danghter Ives; but what is it you wish me to da?"™
U To write,” they replied, “to a friend down there, and learn whether
it b true that Daniel's daughter is married, and to whom.™

I promised, and I wrote accordingly. Whal was now curious was the
anxiety with which these spirits owalted the reply. Every evening thrn{
used to coma to learn whether I had received o letter, and seemed mu
 disappointed at receiving the same negutive avswer. I reminded them
that peoplo in the country were slow correspondents.  The veply
being long in coming, they apprehended that it misht be unsatis-
fngtory, and thia bromght out a trait of character so beantiful in good
#pirits, They came one evening withoub their friend Daniel, and bogged ua,
the roply should be painiul, to break it as gently to Daniel as we oonld,
abserving that he was very unhappy about the affair. We were delighted
with this tender eare for their friend,

Val. IX. : 5
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When the answer arrived it was read to them; and being
satisfactory, great jubilation was expressed. Faber came fre-
quently after, and wished a letter to be written to his danghter
conveying his approval of her marriage. Mr. H. demurred, but
wrote to send his own congratulations. That act paved the way
for communion, and the spirit was able to get near hiz danghter,
and to hear and see her though not to communicate with her
Still Faber was eager that his danghter should be spoken to;
“You will find it made very easy if you will try.” Mr. Howitt
did try at last, and found that his words created no surprize in
her mind. “My brother is a spiritualist, and has been telling
me all about 1t,” she said, The whole narvative is a' most atril-
ing proof of identity.! Had I space 1 could relate a dozen such
in my own experience, bub one is sfriking enough to those who
doubt the identity of spirits.

The chapters on Possession, Obsession, Spirits in Prison, are
most suggestive. None who has studied the question can donbt
that many crimes and deeds of violence are directly attributable
to the sugrestions of dark and undeveloped spivits. A case of
Jesse Pommeroy, & boy of 13 years old, who was the anthor of
a series of outrages upon litfla children, is gquoted. He seems
to have been hmpelled to beat and wound these little fellowa by
a power which was irresistible; and he experienced remorse after
the deed was done. Yet he was impelled to repeat his crimes,
and eventually, after detention in a Reformatory where his con-
duct was exemplary, he obtained his release, and at once mur-
dered a child of four yesrs old. Olher cases are recorded, and
they present no diffieulty to those who knsw the power which
dark spivita pain over those whom thev possess. No fraces of
insanity ageount for many such crimes; no motive is apparent
or discoverable; but the goading power, external to the criminal
and irresistible in its effect, 18 traceable in all. The aothor
throws out o curious suggestion in commenting on the cases
gquoted. He believes that murders and crimes of violence such
ds Pommeroy's are direetly caused by malignant and vengeful
spirits who gratify their angry passions in that manner. He
gays, “ America i3 the Indian’s native soil. Here he has been
defrauded, insulted, and massacred. He is revengeful here,
and, for a while at least alter entering spirit-life, he can be no
less so.  Are mot many of these hitherto nnaccountable murders
.+ . attributable to the instigation of slain ov starved Indis
ans, who, while hovering over their old homes, find medinmistic
persons whom they can influence to the commission of crimes
which gratify their revengelul feelings?” However stranga this
sugoestion may seem ab fivst blush, T have no doubt that spivits
who have been lawless and bage, and sensoal and brufal while in




HUMAN NATURE. 67

the flesh, do exercise a direful influence upon those unfortunate
Medinms who give themselves up to their possession. The
Wotched gin-drinker finds his ification through one as base
4 he was in animal appetites. The brutal murderer, all of whose
wild passions have been stirred by his execution, finds means
ol wroaking his vengeance eyen more securely and fally than
When in the body, The influence of spirit upon spivit, the power
ul unseen tempters, the agencios which man cannot extinguish
though he may gnide and mould them—these are points which
the philanthropists dnd social reformers of a succeeding genera-
fion will find it necessary to take into their account, as potent
fuctors in the happiness or misery of a nation.

A number of interesting facts relating to impression, appari-
tions, the influence of spirits clinging round material objects, the
tngnetic influence of animals—especially of the cat, a fact to
wluch the present writer is painfully sensitive, so much so as to
fiud it prinful to remain in a room where one is present,—these
i many others must be omitted to make room for what is
Jerhaps the most valuable part of the worlk,

THEORIES AND WXTTANATIONS OF FACTS,

Heattered up and down through the velume are suggestions
ind theories which indicate a shrewd and logical mind, well
flunlified to tabulate as well as to record. 1 shall endeavour to
Mimmarise the author’s theories as to the Spiritual Body and its
luence on medinmship, because they embody very nearly what
| have learned in my own experience, and because they are
\juestions on which little is known generally.

THE NATURAL AND SPIRITIFAT, BODIES,

The conclusion at which the autlior has arrived respeeting the
yilations of the spiritnal and material are such as these. Spirit
‘o¢ soul pervades the universe—fills all space. Man is bat an
o of one stupendons whole, correlated with all other parts
thirongh this all-pervading spirit. Every atom of wisdom and
kn wﬁ;-l]gu flows to man from this boundless ocean of spirit—the
tlepository of all wisdom, and power, and force, and life, and
otion, and every spiritual and moral element.  Through the un-
punsing operation of spiritlmatter is ever progressing. This
Mpirit is the essence or soul of all things—that which we call
Liod, “in whom we lve, and move, and buve our being.”

Mun is constituted of (1) a Physical Body, (2) a Spiritual
dy, (3) a Soul. This latter is " that elementary portion of the
pervading spirit, which is move immediately associaled with
i Bpiritual organism, as spirit is associated with all material
sl sublimated matter” Man's entity is not in the soul, but in



63 HUMAN MNATURE.

the Spiritual Body. There is properly only one spirit—the
Supreme—from whom we derive our portion of the Divine
eggence. “Ye are the temple of God, and the spirit of God
dwelleth in you” (1 Cor.iii. 16). The sonl of man is “an un-
divided, unsegregated portion of the Infinite Spirit.”

[This same iden, which finds a prominent place in the Vedantic
system of philosophy, is frequently expressed in the invoeations
of singular beauty which are given from Mrs. Tappan's lips; as,
for instance, on Sunday eveming, December 27, 1874.—" Oug
Father! Thou whom men eall God, but who art a living spirit,
palpable, filling all created thmzﬁ, Whnse Divine presence, like
a holy flama, illuminates the universe, and whose light within
thy ehosen &ltﬂl, the human spirit, ma]c:—:.l:h an abiding and per-
tect growth !

The spiritual brain is the laboratory of thoueht, attracting its
elements from the vast ocean of spirit in which it exists. The
thinking principle is the spirit in association with the spiritual
beain,  The physical brain does not think; it is simply the
physieal double of the spiribtual, being a material medium, in
fact, thromgh which external impressions are received, and
internal thoughts made manifest. Deing a more or less perfeet
medium, it affects communications made through it—its imper-
fections and diseases causing the ideas transmitted through it to
be imperfect, idiotic, or insane,

The ultimate effort of nature in regard to man is the formation
of the spiritual, not of the material body. The change called
death is necessary to free the former, and to allow man's spivit
body to pass onward to perfection. Hence death (in'the gross
sense of the delivery from the body of flesh)—“Death hath no
more dominion over him,” though he will pass, probably, through
a series of changes as the spir:it body grows more and more
sublimated.

An ingenious argument refers the source of the spiritual body
to the spiritual bodies of the parents, in the same way as the
physical bodies are developed fvom their physical bodies, Bo
the act of onception is double. “That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is spirit” (John
ifi. ). From the moment of conception, the fictus derives its
duplicate nourishment from the dual nature of the mother.
Consequently, if either pliysical or spirvitual nature fail to properly
perform its work, the child is corvespondingly stinted in growth,
physically or spivitually, Many instances will oceur readily to
the reader in which a robust fvame has held a stomted spivit, and
gonversely, in which a highly-developed spiritual nature has heen
hardly prizoned in a dwarfed and erippled body. In a typieal
case, both bodies should Le developed pari prasd.  While in the
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body, spirit operates through the Spiritual on to the Physical
Body; but at death, the latter, no longer being in magnetic
pelations with the Spiritual Body, reverts to the condition of
innnimate mattor, and therefore is endowed only with that deeree
of unindividualised spirit that pertaing to all gross matier.
Mence decomposition and recomBiiation in new forms.

This theory, which loses much by being so briefly summarised,
1 very striking in manﬁ ways, and 1 have come froma perfectly
independent sonrce to hold it as true in the main. Especially
with reference to the preat Ocean of Spirit, T am able to supple-
ment the author's argument in a singular point.  The two orzan-
isms of man—the Physical and the Spiritual—have many points
in common, and this among others, that sach aftracts do ot thal
awhich 13 homegencous, and nothing else.  Every atom, boing a
agnet possessing polarity, attracts to itself that which is homo-
geneons, in the same manner as the loadstone attracts iron, and
not wood nor clay. This is the great law which underlies all
material growth, The ultimate atoms range themselves accord-
ing to their polarity, and attract to themselves congenial atoms
which are built into a system, and finally form an crganisation,
The character of the growth is rezulated by the conditions under
which it is evolved. But the principle at the root of all is the
LTI, :
The same principle underties the action of the spirit of man
in drinking in a store of knowledge from the great Ueean of
Spirit on which he feeds. Just as the tree does not assimilate
iron, vock, or clay, so does the individual spirit drink in that
only which is congenial to it—that which is homogeneous and
necessary to its spiritual growth. IMence it is, that those who
have much todo with instrustion, or, more notably, with attempts
to convinee a person against his wish of some uncongenial Lruth,
soon find out that it is labour lost. The spirit cannot assimilate
the heterogeneous truth, and it falls wasted o the ground. 1
helieve that any who will work out this hint will find it to ex-
plain much that has been before inexplicable; and I am sure
that any over-zealous easter-abiroad of apiritual pearls will save
himsgelf trouble by acting upon it

METTUMESHIP,

The two chapters in which the author deals with this and
kindred subjects ars extremely suggestive. From the theory
above-stated of man's dual organism, the reader will be prepared
to understand the author's theory that we all live two lives in
two worlds ; that the barrier between them is generally impass-
able, but not always. In some the elements of the two lives
intermingle, and the realitics of the inner become projected into
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the outer sphere.  This harvier in these persons is equally per-
vious to spiritual influence from the vast realm of spirit,  Such
are medinms, seers, prophets, clairvoyants, dac, :

This supplies an anewer to that extremely foolish question
which is so frequently put, Why are not all mediums? Tt
would be as reasonable to aslk, Why has not everybody red hair?
Why are not all poets; seulplors, orators ?  The plain answer is
that all are not fitted for the exercise of these gilts. The capa-
ity 1s born with the person in whom it i developed, This was
known in very old days. @ Belore 1 formed thee I knew thee,
and before thou camest forth out [of the womb I sanclified thee,
and T ordained thee a prophet unto the nations " (Jer, 1. 5).

The author considers medinmship to have its source solely in
the spiritual organisation.  In this my experience and the com-
munications I have received comroborate his belief. T helisve
mediumehip to be a peculiavity of the spivitual nature, and that
it makes itsell’ oljectively manifest only in those cages where the
the physical body is dominated by the spiritual.  The essence
resides in apirif, and makes itsell felt through matter. Tt is not
a physical peculiavity. This is apparent if we consider that no
physical peculiarity is common toall mediums: only the dreamy,
absent, far-oll look in the eye, which tells of the dual existence,
and indicates the absorption of the spint, and its action inde-
pendently of the body. On the contrary, the peculiarities of
medinmship are perpetuated after severance from the physical
body. Those spivits who ean control were, almost invariably,
dev r:luped medinms in the fesh, always LJuLEIlLJal medinms ; and
trastworthy spirvits have frequently said to me that l:ml;r,r such
can control, and that they form frequently the bridee between
gpirit and us, just as the medinm forms the bridge between us
and spirit.

That our spivits have an independent existence of their own,
nnd operate independently of the body, is a fact with which we
are gradually becoming familiav. Cur bodies, indeed, are the
medinms of our spirits, and often transmit very imperfectly the
ideas originated in epirit, and conveyed through the physical
brain, Who has not felt ab times that the pen must be thrown
agide, becanse the over-taxed brain will no longer convey
thaug,ht? What orator has nof at times felt dull, and heavy,
and soulless in his speech ? When the brain is exhausted, or
befopred with vapours, it is unfit to transmit thought.

The same law governs the apirit temporarily controlling & body,
The conditions of trance-control are precisely those whlah LOvern
the spirvit natural to the body. Its coutrﬂ{ is temporarily dis-
placed, and the control of anolther spivit is substituted: just as
the mesmerizer controls the mesmeric subject. 1t is greatly to
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D regretted that more attention is not paid to the phenomena of
Aennee-control;  The readiest, and, under proper conditions, the
noab perfect means of communion with the unseen world, it has
nuver vet been sufficiently watched and studied. Vague ideas
Wbout unconscious cerebration,—that seientific scape-goat which
i always boaring away the sins of ignorance into the wilderness
ol misconeeption—has prevented competent observers from
tabulating and recording their observations.  Observers have
leen curions to wateh that the medinm did or did not know of
what was being said, rather than to observe the complele sus-
pension of normal intelligence in favour of one external,  Ifany
observations have been made, it has been rather with a view to
elivit a completely new phase of thought from a mind that could
not evolve such ideasin its normal state.  Scraps of Greek coming
from uneducated lips have been treasured up: phenomenal
writing auntomatieally or directly given has heen viewed with
mysterious awe.  The mind has been bent on getling from the
gommunicating spirit some phenomenal feat of gymunnstios, tests
being prescribed, new difficulties suggested, as thongh it were
Jmeritorious in a spivit to work acainst diffieulties, like the man
who attempts to walk 1000 miles in 1000 consecutive half hours.
This applies, T am fully aware, more to English than to American
investigators, They are more familiar with the phenomena of
trance than we are; and some of the grandest and noblest revela-
tiong have been given throush their trance medinms.  We shall
come, | hope, very soon now to value the matter rather than the
manner of a messace, and to fix our thoughts more on what is
being sald than on the phenomenal manner in which the truth is
heing conveyed.  When that time comes our information will be
both richer and wore reliable : for uut.hing hﬂmpurs i eﬂntruﬂfng
spirit more than this frame of mind in which physical conditions
supersede and eclipse the spiritnal truth.

We musl learn to remember in spivit-contrel the analogies of
mesmerism ; and we most bear in mind that only certain spmhq
CaL r Dpﬂ]y conteol, and so thal messages are frequently trans-
mitted through a chain of operators before they reach us.  More-
over, when a sljirit is controlling, it would seem to be hampered
somewhat by the conditions in which it is placed. Tt sees and
hears throngh the senses of the medinm, and is tied down by these
conditions, It sees “through a glass, darkly,” the spirit-friends
around ; hears them with difficulty, and so is Hable to exror.  Yet
again, the spirit controlling sometimes impresses ideas where it
cannob impress words upon the mind of & medium who is im-
perfectly controlled, and this gives rise to error and misconception
in some instances.  And once more, & spirit who on earth borea
great name, and was renowned for wisdom and knowledge, can
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no more obtain great results from a mentally fecble medinm im-
perfectly eontrolled, than Mozart could draw soul-stirring music
from a tin lettle, or Rubens conld rival his masterpieces of arf
with a child’s half-penny paint-box and a sheet of brown paper.

These points must all be borne in mind before we charge folly
and failure on communicating spirits, Given a snitable medium,
a suitable condition of harmeny and health in him and in the
circle, minds attuned to heavenly things, receptive and ready to
receive what reason commmends, and the communieations arg
neither silly nor worthless, but very much the reverse. And
gome of the best and moest worthy messages from the land @
beyond have been given through the “mouths of babes and
sucklings,” both in body and mind.  Several striliing cases of
medinmistic power in children are given by De Crowell; and
one of remarkable musical medinmship in a negro who was
born blind, and who was in childhood almost totally devoid of @
intellect, and is now but little removed from a complete idiot,
In thess cases, the presence of external intelligence is more
marked from the absence of normal intelligence in the me-
dinm.

Mediumship of a certain kind which does not eventuate in
objective manifestations iz more frequent than we dream of.
Indeed the extent to which actual impression is made ol exérd
on the minds of those whom we call geninses and men of talent,
is unknown and unknowable. Probably we should not be far
wrong i we were to say that genins, talent, inspiration, aro all
degrees of spirit influgnee, and that all minds that influence the
world, and that step out of the ruck, are the recipients in some
iegree of spirit inflnence. Dickens was a fair instance of this.
Mr. G. H. Lewes says of him—*Ie once declared to me that
every word he said by his characters was distinetly heard by
him” And agin—* Here is another contribution on the subject
of dreams that T had from Dickens shorily before his death.
Omne night, after one of his public readings, he dreamt that he
wag in o room where every one was dressed in scarlet, He
stumbled against a lady with Ler back towards him. As he
apoloiised, she turned her head, and said, quite unprovoked,
* My name is Napier.” The face was one perfectly unknown to
him, nor did he know any one of the name of Napier. Two
days after, he had another reading in the same town, and, before
it began, a lady-friend came into the waiting-room, accom-
panied by an unknown lady in o searlet opera cloale, *whe,' said
his friend, ‘iz very desirous of being introduced’ < Not Miss
Napier? Dickens jocularly inquired. ¢¥Yes, Miss Napier'”
Dickens seems to have been claivandient when awake and clair-
voyanl when asleap. [
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linough has been said to show the wide ground which this
yolume traverses. It is bub one of two, the second of which
will be looked for with interest. The author's attitude to the
pubject is precisely that which secures the best results, “If
sredulity,” he says, “has wronght debasement of mind, incre-
tlulity has blighted many of the faivest promises to mankind.”
Il is refreshing to find a man who is not afraid to give proof of
his faith, even when that faith will go beyond what many still
- tonsider due limits of calenlated prudence. Credo guia smpos-
wibile is a bad motto for a spiritualist; but perhaps a worse is,
Nothing, if not eritienl. The cold air of seeptical suspicion kills
nud chills spirit, 1t cannot breathe in if, even as the mightiest
“eonld do none of his mighty works because of their unbeliaf.”
Let all things be proven, so far as may be, by all means, espe-
cially those which are susceptible of physical demonstration.
But when proven, let ns endeavour to go forward,

“For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears
tre dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed, lest they
should see with their eyes and hear with their ears” (Acts xxviil,
47). The old words apply alike to that class which delights to
dub itself Investigator—which is always investigating without
being any the wiser—* ever learning, and never coming to the
knowledge of the truth”—and to the ontside world, who view
the whole subject with disgust, and who would fain stamp it
out as a plague, and exterminate its believers from among men.

* Persecution is the shadow that ever haunts the steps of the
advocate of truth. Tt has attended upon those who have pur
sued the previously untrodden paths of philosophy, as it has
dogged the footsteps of religious reformers, 1t has always been
thus; and as Spiritualism i3 both a philosophy and a religion,
those who tread its paths must at least for the present toil on
within this shadow,

“Socrates was condemned to death ; Democritus was regarded
ns a maniac ; Pythagoras was banished from Athens ; Anaxagoras
was immured in a dungeon; Galileo was imprisoned and per-
secuted ; Varolius was dencunced as infamons for hiz anatomical
diseoveries ; Haxvey for announcing and upholding the circula-
tion of the blood was considered a madman; Van Helmont,
having cured many diseases by magnefism, was seized by the
Inguisition ; and because Berseling defended the laborious and
brilliant investigations of Reichenbach into the nature of odic
force, Du Bois Raymond, the physiologist, declared that he must
be in his dotage. And all this for the reason that each was
inspired with thoughts and truths above the comprehension of
his more material fellow-men.”

Well, times are not so bad as they used to be, and, speaking
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for myself, the bracing air of opposition is sometimes a whole-
some tonie. Tt is wonderful what effect a migration from the
sunny side of the House of Commons to the cold shade of oppo-
gition has upon a politician. It braces np the feeble knees, and
stremgthens the enervated and spoiled child of fortune. T do
not want persecution, and have no ambition to be a martyr
Home of our older spivitnalists—the Colemans, and Wilkinsons,
and Howitts—can tell of the persecution that used to be. It
was bad enough, T am bound to say, but those days are gong,
never to return. - One marked sign which has accompanied, if
it has not followed upon, the growth of Bpiritualism, is the all
but universal recognition of man's sacred and inalienable right
to freedom of opinien.  Thirty years ago, in England man dared
not think for limsell, or if he did, he dared not say what he
thonght. Those dark days are past, irrevocably gone; and now-
a~days a man may dare to express his belief in unpopula.r truths
without being burnt, racked, imprisoned, or even shut up in a
lunatic as}r]um, And if his friends shrug their shoulders, and
whisper meaning phrases about his Bucentnmt}, or say, “Ahl
yes, poar fellow, he was always rather odd,” it amnses them and
hurts nohady. Twno can play ab that game, and truth holds the
winning card. Such opposition is more like the lemon in the
punch, a pleasant and wholesome zest,

Far pleasanter it is to turn from such to the great and daily-
ingreasing army who are magsed together in defence of the great
central truth that there is no death ; that the dead live, and that
our world is feeming with the resulls of their operations, What=
ever minor points of difference may be in the ranks, there they
are all at one. Each year as it passes adds thousands to their:
mugter-roll—men whe have seen and known, who believe becanse
they have experience—men who have positive truth in their
grasp, and who are each one more than a mateh for any number
of men, negative doubters or disbelievers. The world’s history
is full of the record of successes gained by earnest men in defence
of a trnth which had grown into their lives against hosts of op-
ponents.  The fruth was potent, and preva:tled in the end.  If
that be so—and who will dispute it ?—he must be a feeble and
faint-hearted man, indeed, who can doubt the ultimate success
of a truth which finds s surest ally in the dnslvnels and aspira-
tions of every A heart, and a fair-weather soldier, too, if he
can grumble at a little wholesome opposifion,  Unly It Dur.
opponents fight fair (which is not always the case), and we are’
prepared for them. Our weapons are being forged daily, and one:
of the most effective is the body of prool and deduction from:
experience which D, Crowell has so ably gathered.
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THE SECOND BIRTH.
By Mavoots Tavrok,

It is the hushfol fime of Twilight, long
And ling'ring hour, when thoughts in secret throng
Ml inner corridors of humnn Learts,
And Bloop, the angel whose nweeb power imparta
Reat to the weary brain, beging her spell.
Now peaco prevails where lute the changing swell
Of sound bespoke the busy mart—The hum
Is hushed of human bees, and staidly dumb,
Like as some brooding bird ug:]:lu tho nest,
Wan Avarice beneath ber selfish breast
Is hatching plos.
While, in s sombre mood
Of sorrow at expeetant widowhood,
Day'n Consort Eve devoted vigil keops,
dewy tears of soul felt sorrow weeps
From henven's pellueid eyes, with atrength all spent,
In the grand palace of the Coeldont,
Where hangs in many geaceful loop and fold
The erimson eurtain that from bares of
Does drape the royal eouch, the great king Day
Is dying fast.
That self-same hour, poor May,
The invalid, upon her low bed lies;
While swift, as through the wool the shulile flies,
Sharp puins shoot throngh her forchead fair and bland;
Maoro 1 the strongest bodied man could stand
Has she for six long months in meekness stood.
Hoizod in the spring time of hor maidenhood
By foll Disease, in eager hopes Lo eurb
The demons, that in torture did disturb
Her systom's peace, she drank nnto the lees
The bitter drogs physicians lenrned ‘hw
For her preseribe, till of her healthy,
Young body, nothing but a figure frail,
The ow of her former self, '
To show that all the learning men had grined
And skill professed were sometimes powerless
To overeome the evils that possoss
Tho huwman body.

Ho while pain does rack _
Hor wnatad frame, stretoliod F:‘ulitrn‘aa on her back,
With wide dilated, blood-ahot, tear-hnzed eyes
Faat sot upon the ceiling, low sha sighs
That might eome her misery to end.
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For, save o neighbonr nurse, o fomale friend
Who serves each day her actnal needs, no one
Has May to spenk to her in soothing fone,

To cheer her woe-worn and unhappy heart;
No patient ear to whom she can 1mpart

The thoughts that inwardly she feels nor now,
No loving hand to press upon her brow,

Nor tempt her appetite with dainty dish;
What wonder, then, that she for death shonld wish—
Yet does she shudder ab the awful thought;
For death to her with dark ideas is franght,
The pallid eorpse, the winding sheet, the pall,
The narvow coffin and the grave are all

With fear eonfused in if.

With yearnings fond
he eraves release, yet dreads the dark beyond—
All doctrines disbelieving, .she does doubt
If from the earthly body once gone ont
The soul has afier life—Her mind is stranga
Unto the sequel of the morkal ehange——
Althongh the chaptored book of spcred lore
In earnest search of light she had read o'er,
‘While with good precepts did each page abound,
¥et in it she no evidence had found
To satisly her mind, which sinea her youth
Was sceptical abont the plorious truth
Of Tmmortality.

Bo deeming vain
The hope of future life, o &preasﬂd with pain,
Bhe longs, yet fears the chisel iey cold,
0Of Death, the master seulptor who ﬂ.uu.s mould
Of elay the image of mortality,
Until, in seeming verity, does she
His ahill;,r fingers feel her feet to touch,
And o'er her body oreeps a shiver, such
Asg atripa the trees of loaves when autumn's wmlr]
Heralds the froat king's reign.

But now her mind
Is gtilled; the thoughts that like & restloss fide
Rose turbulent within are pacified
With the smooth oil of ealm content; and now
The pangs that nearly rent her fovered brow
Have ceased their beat, and eomes, in better atead
A sweet relief that pently soothes her head,
And clearg her vision, sending memory's eya
Far back to seenes of happy days gone by;
Bringing to view each deed, each thought, each word,
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In fast rotation, ail that will had stirred
To setion in her whole existence past;

As if the Clerk of Life accounts would cast,
Bo ran the records of her lifetime through,
To balance fair whatever sum was due
Hor eredit or her loss.

Thug, soon arrangod
To happy satisfaction, then in changed
The ourrent of her thoughts, sud lightly borne
In transport back, to when the sunny morn
Of love beamed on her ruddy girlish fuce,
In faney fond acain does she retrace
The pathway of the past, and seem lo see
Onece more the bright scenes of her youth, when free
From pain she plucked the promise-buds of joy
That lined her way, ere care came Lo destroy.
From childhood's fount, with lightsome heart and feet
Acrons youth's field with plensure blossoms sweet
Hhe wandera on the bank of lila's swilt slream,
Nov lonves its lead, till, like in Jaoob's dresn,
Hha neos tho roof of her low room to ope,
And through it lower from heaven, in geutle slope,
A golden ladder frame.

Now her dim eyes
Upbrighten with a glow of glad sarprise,
As slowly, on a eloud of silvery light,
Descends an angel form of filmy white,
That denser growing, soon looks like the shade
Of one dear, who some few years ago was laid
Beneath the sod, to whose love-boanting breast
The infant May in fond embreaoe was prest.
Aw, plain in perfectness, sho woos ench trace
Of lnenmaent appear upon the faoa,
In joy to elasp the loving form she tries
T'o spring from out the bed; but strength denies
The power to-move, 8o, in & foreed content,
The leelings of her heart she gives glad vent
In words.

Dear mother, mine, ah! can it be

That I thy angel form before mae see ?

Oh ! hast thou come to cheer me onee again ?
Or art thou but & phantom of my brain 7

The apirit mother in a gentlo graos

Qlidos to her danghter's bodside, with her face
All radiant in & smile of glory bright,

That gleams forth from the halo of delight
Which erowns the parent soul, and bending low
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Above the sufferer, whispers, soft and slow,
Words sweet as written merey in the lines
Of on to the prisoner who pines
In dangeon dark.

** My darling daughter, Love,
The Bource of Life, who rules in realms above,
A mother that blest priviloge lins given
Of going out the golden gated of heaven,
Ao fums

eoming to a liomo on earth,
Her child to comfort for the seeond birth.”
The heart before of poor May

Hevives with hope and her Lips to say :
* What is this second birth that men eall death ?

Is it the sudden of the breath,

The ceasing of the to course the veins,

The end of life, its sorrows and its pains ?

The mother knows hor ehild's simplicity,

And answering her question, gives nfly:
i Doath is a pmi:lam thut the epirit solves,

Mhe ides of progression it invalves ;

The law of change, unfolded in the worm

That bursts its cerements in airy form.”

The mortal’s mind, in eomprehonsion slow,

Calches no ray of light, and seeks to know :
* Yet unto what does this transition tend—

From out the body does the soul find end 2™

The spirit, gifted with a second sight,

Perceives the daughtor’s doubt, and speaks aright:
 Part of the perfect ever-existing Whole,

Purtaking of its prineiplos, the sonl

Immortal is; as it hos lved alway,
© Bo will it live forover and for nye."

The invalid relieved of doubt's dark mask,
That hid the foture's face, yet thinks to ask:

4 But mother, sinee the buried form thou left,
Where wert thon wheun of friends 1 was bereft ?
Bang thon in happiness before the throne
Whale poor May moaned in misery alone? ”

That in the spirit land the danghter th i

The feelings of the heart were set at nanght

The parent sees, so, to har gront nurfrri.ae,

In nnewer to May's question she re{; g6 :
4 A mobher's worl in hanven, as 'fis here,

i to sustain, to earo for, nud o cheer

The helpless child ; and often have I been

Here at thy side, although by thee unseen.”
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The answer to one query does begot
Another in May's mmﬂl?lhl quostions yet:

“ If stood ﬁﬂnthﬂn'ﬁﬂpﬁﬂﬂ[ﬁdﬂ!m
Why could I not have seen thoo then as now ? :

The angel, knowing well the mortal's mind,

I nore perplexed with thonght, slill answers kind ;
o spivit 1s 8o subtile, fine and puno,

That to the nataral eye it is obsenre ;

Bub as thy sonl the body soon will leave,

Thy inner sense is opened to porceive.”

Not for a second does May realize

The import of the answer, then she eries:

“ What, darling mother, art thou really come
To take me with thee to thy heavenly home ? ™

# Doar daughter mine, the day of thy distress
Draws to & close, bui 'tis not me shall bless
Thy soul with glad release, for now there stands
Au angel at thy feet, whose gontle hands
Will soon unlock thy elodding bonds of elay ;
My mission heve Fulfilled, I muub away,

A mansion for thy coming to prepare

In Lova's bright land; so now, no more despair
Of future joy, bui be thy spirit brave

To boldly face the shadow of the grave,

For, like the darksome mountain path il leads
To golden groves above, and sunny meads.”™

And with a fond adien, and farewell kiss,

The spiril-mother for the sphere of bliss

Does clenve the elouds.

A darkness now doos fall-—
Nob o'or the heavt of May, for banishad all
The fonrs and doubts that clonded it of late,
Oleared with pure comfort, in a passive atate
oty byt o cepr e, gt

pon the ing at her

Whio is tu‘;ﬁ:hﬂ earihly shacklos off.
As; sick-sore of the ocean’s tronblons trough,
The emigrant descries, with ing hand,
The looming ontline of the promised land,
And linils each feathered harbinger with joy,
Whose flipil:g cry proclaims the woods ahoy!
Sa, woul-sick of the world's tempostuous sen,
Sl woen the dim shoves of olarnity,
And woloomes with a pleasant smile of peace,
The pule precursor of her sonl's relense,
Who stretehes forth his hamd.
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And now she feels
A strange sensation lull her, as when steals
The spell of sleep npon the weary braing
Her nerves grow numhb, and, though does reason reign,
To glide from out the body does she secm ;
While slowly, as whan waking from a dream,
Breaks on her ear sweeb musie, far off, faint,
Like in the still of morn the plashing plaint
Of silvery eascade in distant dell,
That nearer, cleavér comes, in gentle swell,
Till bursts upon her hearing's raptured sense
A chorus grand, with words of eloguence,
More beauntiful than poet's pen can lirn,
The power impassioned in angelic hymn,
That starts the spirit from its living tomhb,
Now in a flash of glory is the room
All Aooded with & wave of living light,
Ag lovely forms, arrayed in robes of white—
The faney pictured wings of birds withont—
Float with an easy grace in groupa about,
‘While striking in aecord their golden lyres,
They sing the joyful pman thab inspires
Their tunetul souls.

Now, though the body fain
Tta loved and natoral tenant wonld restrain,
And strives the eseaping spirvit still to hold,
Yet, weary of its prison, darl and seld,
And longing for eternal liberty,
The soul from oub the form Hits easily.
Like from the brittle egg the little bird,
Moved by heaven'smelody fo life is atirred ;
Ho from its shell of elay the spirit creeps,
Drawn by the inflnence of song that sweepa
From off the lyre strings of the seraph choir;
And, lifted from the senseless corse, np higher,
The Angel May, untrammeled and new-born,
Bmiles mildly, half in pity, half in seorn,
Upon the casket pale where late had shone
The sparkling gem of life; then, beckoned on
By singing guides, up, throngh ethereal space
Bhe moves al will, in motion {ree, apace,
And, ns she leaves the gloomy ehares of earth,
Bhe langhs to think she fearced the Becond Birth,

Tuere is an ugly kind of i'orlgi\rencsa in this world—a kind of hedgehog
forgiveness, shot out lilie quills, Men take one who has offended, and

him down befora the blowpipe of their indignation, and acorch him,
burn his fault into him; and when they have kneaded him sufficicntly witht
their fiery fists, then—they forgive him —&. W Beechar, |
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RESEARCHES IN SPIRITUALISM
By M. A. (Oxox).

Serir PUoToGRAPEY—CUHArER TV —(Continued.)
M. BUGUET,

. Mr. Slater, Optician, of 136 Euston Road, himself an expert
ptographer who has achieved some remarkable resalts in
pirit-photography, has fnrnished me with partieulars’ of . sue-
pissful sitting which he had with M, Boguet., Ont of some four
ar five plates, all of which had figures of spirits upon them, and
ull of which he followed throughout, carefully inspecting every
‘wlage of the manipulation, one only shows a clearly recognised
Wpirit-figure,  The representation is of an aunt of Mr Slaters,
with whom during her earth-life his relations wore particularly
‘wlfectionate, and who is a regular visitor at his stances, and hns
[requently written him messages from her spirit-home. The
likeness is unmistakeable, and is recogmised by all the family
“without exception. Mz, Slater speaks in the strongest terms of
- he proven identity of this picture. No one who looks at the
fhce can doubt the possibility of recognition; and none who
liears Mr. Slater's account ean refuse to admit the fact, however
little e may be able to explain the process by which the figure
wis impressed upon the plate.

Another earefully nttested case 1 quote from the Medivm of
Hept. 4, 1874, My Hall is o veteran in the causs, and his test-
mony iz valuable:— '

To the Edmor—Sir,—Whether the photographs purporting to he
portraits of persons who hove passed from earth are frands or mot, to quote
W somewhat vulgar pheaso, Yoot knowing, ean't say 5" bot if the phobo-
Erﬁphcrs are chestz, theoy are nnguestionably very ﬂ:lrb'l'q.'r cheata, for they

nve contrived to prevent detection, although narrowly apd very suspi-
giously watehed by professional photographers, who not only do not credit
aRertiones, bt bruaIl:r dény the possbility of alleged results.

The testimonies are many that those spirit-photograplis’ are noé frands—
b least nob always frands—ao that [ must, however wondoful i seems,
nidmit that men, women and children, who have been removed from oarth
by what is ealled ‘<duath,” do actually “ait for theéir portraits,” and that
anch portraits are recognisable, being not nnfrequently porimits of persons
who *died" before photography was ‘invented, sometimes of persons of
whom ne portesit of any kind exista. i :

The why nod wherelors one Ehnm“m shonld ldive the powor to
producs sneh portraits, and another—poerhapa a bettor photographer and
i better' man-—should have it not, is one of the mysterious ¢ pozzles” which,
with many other + zeereta” of Spiritualism, we may not even guess at, mueh
lesz acconni for and explain, )

But to go af length into this matter is foreign to my purpose, sod would
b to burden your pages too much, I wish to atate s simple faot, and T
*hall do =0 witheut comment,

Vol. LX, L]
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L

While Mr. Buguet was in London T sat to him. 1 was not only not
cxpeeling any result—L was more than suspicious. I ought not to haye
heen so, for maoy persons ag worthy of confidence as I hope T am had
given to me testimony such as T now give to others,

He produced of me three photographs; in each thers wis 4 form beeides:
oy own.  There was no “medivm’ present, and, as far sz L could judge,
nothing by which the manipulator conld have been guided or influsnced or
agsistenl,  Of conrae, T wabtehed his proceedings narrowly. |

One of the three T could net help recognising a8 my father; I will tell
you why. The face ia so obssure that 1 cennob detormine the likeness by
the features ; bat the fnce is round, the hend iz bald ; there arve neither
bewrd, monstache, nor whiskers, That was exactly my father’s head ; but
there are thousands of heads to which a similae deseription wounld app]iy._,
There was ane peealinriby, however, which not one in a thousand conld
have had ; T explain it. ¥ father, Colonel Hall, was an old officer, and
b wore the gueve np to his * death ;" it was buried with bim,  That was in
his time, ixty or seventy years sgo, the common *head ecostume” of
goldier officers, but it has long gone out; and I question if one of your
many readers has ever seen the fashionable © pig-tail” of the beginning of
the present century,  Now, in the photogreaph to which T refer (one of
which I enclose to you) this guese 18 perfeelly distinet—as clear as if &
brash had painted it in: white (he was a very aged man when he died, and
had been an oflicer more than sixty years), and procecding from the bacle
of the head down the back of the body—standing out, indeed, and apsrt
from the ghoulders, as you will aee. ]

M. Buguet may be a cheat in apite of abundant testimony to the eou-
trary, but his knowledge must have beon, at any rate, supeclhaman if he
(having never seen me before, and knowing nothing about me) coald hava
Enown the characteristios of my venerable father's head, and that he was
amaong the last, if not the last, of the ¥ pig-taila."—Y ours traly,

B L Hawn,

[T onght to add that oo another of the three photographs the features
are much mora distinets hut that 18 o foll face, and, of conras, the geess
ig not seen.—S, . H.] h

Many records of successful experiments in spirit-photography
have been printed in the Revue Spirite, Jowrnal d'ctudes Paycho-
logigues (Paris), a monthly journal which was founded by the:
grent French Spiritist, Allan Kardee. The second of the photo-
graphs given as illusteations with this number is perhaps the
most remarkable spirit-picture with which I am acquainted, and
if one be in existence which is more remarkable, T confess T
should like to see it. M. Leymarie, editor of the Rewwe Spirite,
is ome of the sitters, and Monsieur €. the other, They perlormed
all the previous manipulations with the plate themselves, M.
Buguet having nothing to do with the matter. Between M.
Leymarie and his friend, who is shrouded in the spivit drapery,.
comes the spirit, really more palpable and material than the
gitters, an old friend who died at Pimprez {Oise} twelve years
before, by name, Hdounard TPoiret. His form is enveloped in
flnidic veil, but the face is the thoroughly developed face of a
living man, every feature distinet, more so, in fact, than the
faces of the sittors.
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Another curious case is recorded in the Revwe Spirite for
,ﬁ.ugust lagt. AL Dessenon, picture-dealer, of 15 Gluai Malaguais,
1'ariz, went to the studio of M. Buguet in hope of getling a pho-
tograph of his wife, who had been dead for two years and a-half.
I'wo attempts failed, and he desisted ; but returned again with o
Atrong impression to try onee more. By good fortune M. Heipion,
who 13 a good medinm, dropped in, and through his help a pic-
bure wag obtained which shows a clearly defined portrait of
Madame Dessenon. She presents herself in the same fuidic
veil which T have previously deseribed, completely enveloping
her hushand in its folds. The face iz perfectly clear and un-
fhrouded.

Bearing upon the guestion of the power of the operating
“upirits to monld or shape their image as they please, Mr. Gled-
stanes has furnished me with a case which occurred in his pre-
pence.  BMadame Bosc was the sitter, and the spirif who came
irezented a clear and unmistakeable likeness to Alexander Dumas.
Mr, Gledstanes took a copy of it to Madame Andonard, who had
been an intimate friend of the great writer. She was not pleased
with it, or, possibly, was not pleassd that the sitter should be
other than hersell. Sueh feelings are not unknown fo the
fomale breast, At anymte she went very shorily after to
Bnguet’s to be photographed, and invoked Dumas to come to
her—*“but not with that great baby face” as he had appeared
hefore.  Sure enough he does appear, but with a face much
longer and thinner than he had shewn before: one not nearly
fo like what he was in earth-life, Ilere is the account written
by Madame Aundouard herself in her lately published work,
“Les Mondes des BEsprits,” page 65— Je pris ce bon et tout
nimable Alexandre Dumas de venir, et je voudrais bien qu'il
ne se fit pas la fisure de gros poupon quil Sest faite sur
le portrait de Madame ~——  La plaque dévelopée j'ai vue
ge cher maitre: il est de trois guarts, sn figure est amineie, il
me voila le visage avee son veile” This is another pisce of
evidence as the power exercised by these spirits over the mate-
rvials which they mould.

I have in my possession letters from M. Dessenon and
Madame Bosc completely anthenticating the photographs in
(uestion. The latter lady has been remarkably fortunate in her
sittings, and is evidenfly possessed of some medinmistic facnl-
fies, for she asserts that she can seo and describe the spirits
during the exposure of the plate.

Another instance is recorded m the appended letter from M.
Muagnin, 154 Roe 5t Clande, Bordeaux. He forwarded his
garle-de-visite only, and behind it in the photograph taken by
M. Boguet comes the shadowy fizare of an old woman, perfectly
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distinet in face, and recognised as ML Magnin's grandmot
Here is his testimony:—
Mr. By ,—L hope you will pardon me for not baving before thank
on for the porteaits of wy grandmother that you Bave séent me| for,
wfore doing eo, T wanted to reselve an answer from wiy relations, to wh
[ hinel ot them. I had not to walb long for o reply; 16 oame by vobuem
pont, axpresaing the most unbounded  astonisiment, and senpnding an
mxplination to the mystery of my having obtained a likeness of our grands
mother, of whom therg was no poeleait extant, T had not saidl In my lottar
who it was, on purpose to sed i it would be recognised.

154 Nue St. Clande, Bordeaux.

A remarkable case, which throws great light on some m
questions connected with the subject, is the fulluwin¥ furnished
to fe the Comte de Dullet, Hotel de T'Athénde, Rue Secribe,
Paris. His attestation T translnte as follows:—

I, :r( nnedorai; . Willinm Julisn, Count de Bullet, certily to having
abialned b M pbe, Photographer, Boalevard de Montmarbes,
:m":l[nq.ry"lmathmla-.n photography, ot seversl sittings, the following pors
Tierlbm 3=st ¢

1. "Lhe g.’il:lm.hla of my sitor, now lving wb Baltimore, 1.5,

4. My uncle.

5. M. de Layman, an intimate friend,

{4, O of my aonis,

In assuranee of which, 1 Ireely sign the present attestation,
Hotel de PAfhiznée, Rue Scribe, G. J. bx Bover,
Paris, Dee. 10, 1574. .
I was so much interestod in the fact of the double of a living
being presentsd that 1 took pains to get some further
Jnformation. Mr. Gledstanes has kindly enabled me to give
rdvise facts as to this-mpst remarkable occurrence, which has
apn repieated again dnd ngain, onee notably at a sitting on New
Yoew's Day, at which ho was prosent, T wrote Lo the Combe de
Dulliet) naking him to begoJiind ps to give me preciss informas
tion on these points:—1, Whether his sister was probably asleep
at the time when thé photograph was taken? 2. Whether he
hid himself seen the double at any other time or place? 3,
Whether the likeness was one about which no doubt could exist,
amd if it were recogmised by others than himself? 4 Whether
he had ever made the expeniment of endeavouring to impress hi
thoughts on his sister by oxercise of will-power! 5. Whother
the phenomenon in guestion had oconrred more than onee 1
o Inmnswer to thesa questions, I have received from the Count
i lotter, which I print as 1 recoivid ik— ,
it L g | | (LI AR Paria, Jan, 106, 1“?5.

M Doar Sir,—Lliave recsived your oteotied letter of e Nth inul., and
wlinli b happy i whas [ bave observed in the interesting soience of Splris
tunlise may be of some use Lo you,

Atiswering to the first question in your letter, T can say that it in pra

V. Maons

5.
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! that my sister was aslesp at Lha timo the photograph was taken, for
paloulated the hour—12 noon bers gives 0 o'clock at Baltimore.
Respecting the second gquestion, I have never seen her doublo on any
feeasion, thoagh I have very often felt her impression by intuition, aledays
Wb dinwe when she wonld Ine Tikely to he walogy,
Au to question three, the likenessos are go striking that every ons wlho
:Emwa hor has instantly recognised it. T hive her likeness now in eight
nrnnd poaition, in'_l:u'ge giza (B in, % & i), and there is not the shightost
ol nbiout the likeness. bk ih Tl
I pnmwer to the fourtl question, 1 hava never tried fo impress thouglils
an e mind of my sister,  Between har and me, gioes childbood, thars lins
wlwaye oxistod the deepest affection. Wa have alwnys corcezponded, nod
hir ahildren sre most alfectionate and devoted to me. A

I go to M. Buguet before moon, and, when 1 y before the efmern, T
simply put meutally the gqnestion T wish, or ask her to conie to me 'if pos-
pible. On one plate she appears with a eard in her hands, with Les
nnswer to me written guite distinetly. The writing is in French, oxeopt
rhﬂ" ":f’im not wish M. Bugnet to know ils conlents; then she writes

n Fuglish.

O lf'ﬂﬂw Year's-day T wenl to Buogaot ond snid mentally, * You vead m
 Fhomghts, my dear sister, and it wonld be n grand New Year's gift for me 1f
you aoitll eome to me with w1l your abildeen When the operation waa
iome ahe appetvad on e plote with ber thvee duughters. T al o soacid
. time, and sho eame with Hier two baya, making in'dil her five children—all
porfuel likonesses,  The drain on the medium was severs, for there ware
seven portraita in all.  On the plate with her datghters she appers hold-
iog noenrd on which is written, = Your desire o realised: recoive the falici-
tations of my children,” signed with her nome,  Here T would ohaerve that
M. Boguet did not kniow whether she had any children, nor how many, nor
how thay were divided—throe girls and two boys.

On the 10th of thiz month I sat aguin, and azked my sizter, if possible,
to coma with my mother, whe lives aboul 1200 miles distant from her. She
enme with a eard in her hands with this written on it, * Your thoughts to-
idny are for our dear mother. T will do all I con to gratify you by halping
her to appear. Come on Tueaday wl 10 oelock” (10 o'slock here wonld
give 4 o'elocl ak the vesidenge of Wy motlier,  She is in the habit of getting
wp enrly, nnd think explaing my gister fixing the early hour of 10 here.)
al}& ad th Le nppointed, and sha enme with my mother standing by hor
sido, i PP

Al these fagts T give yon are the regult of the most rigorony investign-
thom, and I ean avonch a{I‘.}I gay.

(igmed) | G.J. v Buner.

This most remarkable experiment introduces a new element
into the question of Spirit Photogmphy. = Here is a case in
which the presentment of six living human beings is made, and
that nt o time when it is most ;:nﬁmlﬁl& that they were asleep,
The mind of the sitter was dirocted very strongly towards his
gister; he had established o reppert with her; and the myste-
rious link which jeins soul to soul appenrs to have bridgad over
the gnlf, and to have enabled the sister to manifest her presones
objeclively, To what conclusion does this lead ns? Ts thought,
even with embodied spirits, when nctively exerted in the forin
of will-power, a snbstance capable of objective manifestation ?
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Ur are we to suppose that the sister and her children were
produced on the plate by the freak of some spivit who read the
thoughts of the sitter, and gratified his unspoken wish?  Is the
making of these imagres a matter of mere volition, so that the
apirit manifesting need have no relation to the form manifested,
any more than the clay is related to the potter whose hands
fashion it, or the design on the canvas to the artist whe sketches
it® Thess are guestions which will receive elucidation from
facts which I have already recorded, when I have completed
wy summary and proceed to tabulate the results. T feel that
the case just vecorded, both as a remarkable phenomenon, and
as & piece of evidence which is beyond suspicion, is well worthy
of attention, For the prasent 1 do not indulze in speculations,
which will find their appropriate place herealter,

INSPIRATION.
(Concluded from page 37.)

With respeet to the Divine elaims attributed to the Hebrew (God,
my position ig, that these elaims were, for the most part, assnmed
by the manifesting intellizgence, for the parpose of placing himself
et vepport with the mental idiosynerasies and praposgessions of the
medinm, and that the manifesting intelligence was probably a presid-
ing spirit of the Hebrew nation in the spivit world.t The evidences
in favour of this view are many and cumulative. Passagesintheearly
part of the Old Testament seriptures indicate that the Hobrews ve-
gurded their God as one of many gods, and there ave distinet troces
of the growth of the idea—{irst of the superiority of their Jehovah to
the gods of surrounding nations—* “the God of gods " —isauing even-
tually in the eonception of their God being the *only God.” This
growth in the theological econceptions of the Hebrews poinis to
the origin of their monotheizm, the natural ontorowth of a dis-
satisfying polytheism. To go into detail in sapport of this posi-
tion would unduly lensthen this paper. The unbiassed truth
seeler can hardly read through the early books of the Old Testa-
ment without pereeiving sfrong presumptive evidence in its favour,
or withouf arriving at the conelusion that the God of the Hebrews
was one like unto themselves, The evident and recorded jealousy
of the Hebrew deity—the marked indiestions of a revengeful spirit,
totally opposed fo the spirit of the God of suceceding prophets,
and of Jesns—the nature of the conversalions and controversies

* Hoe an Fesay by t]le{El‘E:b{'nt Lord Bishop of Winehester (De. Harold Browne),
published in a valume ealled Aids to Faith, Tondo: Joln Marray.

f It muy be that the propheta themselves have frequently clothed their in-
spirations in mctu]ﬂwril:aP language, suggestive of divine antherity, solely for
the parpose of edificnticn,
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ligtween the Hebrew deity and Hebrew media, all point in one
dlirection.

This view of the natore and teachings of the 01d Testament
woers and prophets is supported by a-careful study of the ‘superna-
bural' manifestations recorded in the Bible, and also by comparing
muoient with modern phenomena. A few illustrations will suffice
o point the direction in which this evidenee lies,

Toses needed to oo up into a monntain to meet God. He talks
with Deity as a man talks with his fellow-man, and is permitted to
view his person.  Burely this is utterly ineompatible with any con-
soption of the Almighty that can be enterfained in this nineteenth
tentury,

The child Bamuel was aroused from his sleep by a spirit voice.
WEL pereeived {hat it was the Lord,” and Samuel thereupon re-
enived the message as divectly from Deity, 1li's educational pre-
Jossession was conveyed fo Bammel, and fhe manifesting inbelli-
gence would be conditioned by the eireumatance.

Nebuchadnezzar saw fonr men in the * burning fiery fomace,
nud the form of the fourth wae like the Son of God.'! How could
Nebunehadnezzar have known this? Neluchadnezzar's preposses-
sions supplied sn explanation of the apirit form which he saw be-
fore him.

It iz stated, moreover, in the Bible, that spirits were employed
by Grod to manifest Hia will to the Hebrew nation ; and, further,
that * Iying spirits ' were accepted by Deity (at their own instiga-
tion) to carry out His purposes.  Only on the hypothesis that this
was a Hebrew deity ean this be reccived as a statement of fact.
That the oeourrence of ‘supernatural’ phenomena was inseparably
ponnected in the Hebrew mind with s revelation from their God
16 evident from the tenor of the Old Testament scriptures. That
they believed their God to be superior to the gods of the neigh-
bouring nations is equally clear, and with these mental preposses-
piong 16 is not diffienlt to trace, from subsequent experiences, and
the lizht that is now being thrown on psvehologieal phenomena,
the gradual evolution of the ** apecial revelation ™ to the Hebrews.
This srgument is strengthened by cerfain passages in the Old Tes-
forent, where the words Lord, God, Angel, and Spirit, ave
;,lEEd e convertible terms when applied to the manifesting intel.

igence.
) 13T]u-;aq hymn of Creation, the Mosaic legislation, fhe seership
- of Bamuel, the Psalma of David, the predictions of the Prophets,
the miracles of Jesns, the ingpivation of Panl, and the trance vision
of 8t. John the Divine, all find their place in this theory of the
wvolntion of historical relicions, Collateral evidence in support of
~ this view may be found in the ‘supernatural’ phenomena connected
- with the history of the early Christian Chureh, and also in the rela-
fion of the manifestations through Roman Catholie seera to the
theologieal prepossessions of the media.

The * apeoial revelations’” of the other faiths will be found to be
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in conformity with the prineiple of mental limitation and eduea-

tional prepossessions here suggested. It must not, however, be
supposed that this theory is intended to cowver ali the fsupernatural®
events recorded in the varions: seriptures of the world. T will ba
guflicient for my purpose if the theory provides n substratnm of
" supernaluralism, founded on o chain of evidence extending through-
out the world’s history, out of which many of these recorded events
have avisen.  The possibility of intereommunion between the two
worlds once admitted, it is not difficult to trace the genesis and
growth of those exagrerations and mythieal acerctions which have
gradually, and it may be nneonsciously, elusterad around canires
of faet. The tendency we find amongst the unenllivated to inten-
sify and multiply stories which exeite their wonder or fill them with
awe, the abaence of literary and seientific checks, and the certainty
of attendant spurious manifestations, are amply sufficient to ac-
count for any resorded phenomena which may not appear to ba
eovered by this theory, To distingnish bebween the real and the
mythieal presents an almost insuperable diffienlty at the present
day.  The light of eumulative experiences arising out of physiolo-
gical and psychological investigations, and an extended acquaint
ance with the Iaws that govern these oeoult phenomena, appear to
be the only tests at present available,

The posifion I take with respect to * epecially revealed religions™
ig, that they are natural evolutions of theological views and eon-
cepliong arising ot of humanity's progressive aspirations towards
Light, I these aspirations, which are divine inspirations—the fac-
tors of nniversal religion—man iz brought e rayiport with the super-
sensual warld, and into communion, conseiously or uneonsciously,
with' the spirits of those who have' gone on before, and wha, nnder
certain unknown conditions, are enabled to manifest their presenca:
and convey to mortals the sympathy and wisdom of o higher sphere.
- In the infaney of the races these manifestations of apirit-power
were attributed to the gods, and any revelation frorm the spirit-world
wag regarded as the voigs of Deity, and this in contformity with the
natural tendeney of the unenltivated mind to deify an unknown
power.  Whatever will explain modern Bpivitualism will seecount
for ancient Spiritnalism, the difference in manifestation and detail
being referred to the cirenmstences of e times, to climatic and

‘other surronnding eonditions, struetural idicsynerasies, and the
eduesational Bins and mental prepossessions of the media.

To pursue this subjeet in all its bearings is beyond me, T can
only point the divection in which, as I think, a rational solation of
the guestion of © revosled religion " lies. '

I have neither the time nor the ability to trace all the analogies
that exist befween aneient and modern f supernatural ' phenomens
and the successive links of the chainsg which bind the two together,
forming the substrata of all historieal veligions, Could we ses far
enough, we shonld doubtless find & eord of unity encircling all re-
ligiaus: beliefs, a progression along variously condilioned lines of



HUMAX NATURE B9
‘h:::l converging as the Light of Infinite Liove is steadily ap-

* Taking o general view of Revelntion, my position would be this:
togard creation and the laws which govern it as a Divine revela-«
« Man's ogarceptiuns of the nature and will of Deity conatitnte
geianen of theology, which, like oll other sciencss, in one of
powth. From the dawn of intelligenes in man these perceptions
v talion shape and eharacter in hormony with his sorroundings,

Aho progressive development of the intellect, and the enmnlative

oxpericnces of the race. - Tn this sense the so-called sacred writings
‘of the various faiths of the world may fairly be regarded ns revela-

lions. To reduce any one of these (o o finality and say, * Lol here
i truth,” the whole truth, and nothing but the truth for all time,

i#, to my mind, to misconeeive the nature of revelation altogether,
" and lands the free and thoughtful man in a wilderness of incon-

istency, whereas truth must be eonsistont.

The following suggestive passage oh' this subject ocenrs in Dr.
Davideon's Introduetion to the Old Westament, pp. 284-280 1 —
- 0'he great and eternal One reveals himself throngh and by man,
in conformity with the gradual development of the huwman mind,
The growth of man's apprebension of God marks the progress of
vovelation. The divine in man—that which wllies him' to the
Omniseient—unfolds iteelf in harmony with the law of its natore,
giving expression to itself in sensnous forms! © God speaks {0 man,
or man speaks of God, agreeably to the era deseribed or the
iliosynerasy of the writer. - A knowledge of the Supreme, more or
less imperfeet, charaeterises such communications. The communi-
pations nre human, but they are alse divine, ns being the utlerances
of the divine in man at the time. They are, in shott, & divine reve-
lation. . . | . "When it id taunght and received for orthodox
that God only revesled Himself to msn in former times by certain
ooossionsl and external mivacles, and that our kuowledge of Iim
in limitod to what has been writben down of such communientions,
we have reason to fear that we have too liklle sense that God is
always aplively present with us now, and to suspeet that onr own
balief in mochanical, seeplical, and superslitious at onee,”

From what T know of the other sacred books of the world, they

pear to eontain a mixiure of true iuu]_iimﬁnn, enblime ideas, and
historical facts, with legendary narratives, superstitions notions,
erroncous conceplions. and obseene stories. I grant that the Bible
exeels in the moral philosophy it ineuleates, a cirenmatance capable
of rutional explanation on nalural grounds. In other respects the
Bible corresponds with the other snered writings of the world,
and, like them, must be tested by ite intrinsic worth, and
the ap}i&alit makes to the reason and conscience of civilise
Aiimanity,

At the visk of being tedious, I feel constrained to exiraet a pas-
gage from the writings of a fenrless trutheecker—one who has
recently gone from us; and whose peaceful end gives the lie to the



gu HUMAN WATURE.

the blessings of n peaceful death-bed.* i

#The knowledge of religions truth comes to us partly by trans-
mission, ay does the knowledge of scientific truth; but in the one
cafe, a8 1n the other, it does not become knowledge by virtue of the
authority which transmits it, but only by our own dissernment of
its inherent truth. . . Our knowledge of spiritual truth is in &
great measnre founded on the Bible, becanse it has been the
teacher of our teacliers for eighteen hundred yedrs, and its doclrines
are fhose which have been transmitted to ns, variounsly modified
by ancient and modern interprobations, To the Bible, in tha first,
mstanee, and chiefly, we owe the vantage ground on which we
stand, The Bible and ifs listory ave the history of our religion,
from whenee we can best lean the various stages through which
it has passed in its progress from the radest idolatry among the
ancient Jews, down fo these days of enlightenment. If our con-»
ceptions of God and froth are nobler or clearver than those of the
heathen; we are indebted for that to the Bible, becaunse it is the
vehicle by which the light of other days has been transmitted to us.
Our lamps have had almost no other kindling. When viewed as
the vehicle and history of religion, the Bible iz invaluable, and
never can ceaze to be studied with interest and advantage ; but to
set up the history as an infallible slandard, and as an authorit
comnnanding absolute submission, is o monstrous absurdity which
Protestants are now rather gemerally beginning to pereeive, and
which eannot mueh longer be continned.”

This analysis of the philosophy of revelation in its two-fold
aspeete—universal and historieal—leads to the eonclusion that
ingpiration is immediate and mediate. Immediate inspiration is
the breath or life of Deity manifesting itself throngh the medium
of material organisations, whicl, in the case of the hnman organism,
repults in mensabion, cognition, and affection, constituting  an
individualized conseions Ego—a finite Spirit. Man's aspirstions,
fowards goodness and truth originate in the conneetion of the
finite with the Infinite Bpirit, and it is by virtue of this Divine
indwelling, man is able fo recognise goodness, and to grow in the
knowledge of truth. y

Mediate inspiration, or the psychological influences and impres-
sions of fellow-spirits, embodied or dizcmbodied, have all to be sub-
mitted to the verifying faculty, which is the individual perception
of the Divine within man. To alter a man's pereeptions you must
aidd to his knowledge, and thus help forward the development of
higs intellectnal faculties. Tao kindle his goodness you musk infla.
ence his affections by the example of & pure and unselfish life,
Man’s spiritual perceptions are thus gradually evolved. His spiritual
growth is necessarily slow, or he would be blinded with excess of
light. The progressive development of the inherent possibilities of

arrogant assumption that none but the orfhodox believer can know:

* Jolhn Robertson, Coupar-Angus, ** The Finding of the Bool,” pp. 154-156.
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i ligo, we can readily believe, constitntes the employment of
burnity.
- In concluding this paper T will anticipate one or two objections
i the theory here propounded as to the nature and origin of his-
prioal relipions. It will be urged that the argument is purely
pthetical, and dependent entirely upon the troth of the spiritual
Algory as accounting for modern ‘“spiritual” phenomena. My
pogition is that whatever will explain modern Spiritualism will go
i long way towards the solution of ancient Bpiritualism. Bpiri-
Linlists mssert that theevidence in proof of the reality of the alleged
liote, on which modern Spiritualism is based, cannot be disputed
by any unprejudiced person who thoroughly investigates the sub-
1an1:, That there are strong grounds for this assertion mush, T think,
o admitted by all who dispassionately weigh the evidence offered
i aupport of 1t.

My, Affred Wallace, in his recent © Defence of Modern Spiritual-
I, writes as follows * :— My position, therelove, is, that the
phenomens of Bpuitualism in their entirety, do wot require further
ponfirmation. They are proved guite as well as sny facts are
sroved in other seiences, and it is not denial or gnibbling that ean
ll'm]_n'nve any of them, but only fresh facts, and aceurabe dednebions
from these faets, When the opponente of Bpivitnalismn ean give a
revord of their researvehes approaching in duration and complete-
uess to those of ita advocates, and when they ecan discover and
phow in detail, either how the phenomena ave produced or how the
miny sane and able men referred to have been deluded into a eo-
incident belief that they have witnessed them, and when they can
prove the correctness of their theory by produeing a like belief in
i body of equally sane and able unbelicvers,—then, and nob £l
then, will it be neeesaary for Spiritualists to produce fresh confir-
malion of facts which are, and always have been, sufficiently real
ind indisputable to satisty any honest and persevering inguirer,”

Iiia a singular fact that almost any amount of testimony in
favour of modern spiritual manifestations is received wilh inere-
dulity, if not derizion, by professed believera in the ‘supernatural’
vecurrences of past ages. From the stand-point of reason; how-
ever, I fail to see why the unimpeached testimony of living men
nud wormen, in an age of seepticism and seienee, open to test and
pxamination, should be less trustworthy than the statements of
Luke the physician, Matthew the tox-collector, or a few Galilean
lishermen—mmen who lived in s vory superstitions and unscientifie

.

The uniform testimony of the menifesting intellicences to the
continuity of the mental and moral conditions of the individual
gpirit after death, presents o difficalty to many. It conflicts with
the dootrines of orthodox theology to be told that with the excep-
fion of & change in the conditions of exiatence man himeelf remains
nnchanged, subjeet to a uniform law of mental and moral progres-

* Fortwighely Reviews, June, 1874,
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sion, Men are shoeked {o think that the foolish and uneultivated,

figre are the same therve,

The puerility and grotesqueness of many of the present-day
manifestations and the downright absurdity of much of the teach.
ing of moedern:Bpivitualism will be felt by others fo tall strongly
against the theory. It is, however, guestionable whether the un-
truthfulness and commenplace twaddle so freguently met with at
géances are not really evidences of the genminenesy of fhe pheno-
mena. YWhen we logk around and ges the prevalenee of “common-
place twaddle’ and the lendeney to exspgeration, efien amounting |
to untruthfnlness, amongst embodied spirits, there is little room for
objection en this gronnd. The question of fhe genunineness of
the phenomena is, however, one of fuct, and the decision mnah
rest upon reasonablo evidenca., It ghould be borne in mind that
in the Hebrew Beriptures we have an aceount of ene phase of
Bpirvitualism chiafly, viz., that which is connected with Hebrew
theology. It i hardly ressonable to suppose that the Witceh
of Hndor was eonsulted on theologicn]l matters only, The con.
gulbation of “the seor” by Banl when in scnrch of his asses;
and the many Beriptural allusions to the sgers of the neighbouring
nations, laad to the inference that there were many media in those
days; and we are not justified in concluding that the manifesia-
tions of past ages were free from the absurdities and even the
wickednesses that are sometimes eonneeted with modern Spiritual-
ism. In the apocryphal books of the New Testament, we meet
with aecounts of spiritual phenomena, equalling, in friviality and
absurdity, any of the modern manifestations, and that in connee-
tion with what are reparded ns sacved things.

Tt is surely needless to sugeest that the existence of silly spirit-
ualists or the ramblings of irnerani and foolish epirite no more:
disprove the feuth of Bpiritualism than the ravings of fanatical
Chrigtiang disprove the frath of Christianity. - it

The students of spiritual literature well know that it containg a
mixtura of the foolish, the ridienlous, and the sablime,  In support
of the last part of this assertion, I refer to the inspirational orations
of Mra. Cora V. Tappan (pace Spectator), the philosophieal lectures
through the medinmship of Mr. Morse, the works of Al J. Pavig,
the writings of  Charles Linton (especially his ¢ Healing of the
Nations *); and among a host of others I would mention, par:
ticularly, a serics of ¢ Spirit Teachings,'” which have been given by
gome advanced spirits throngh the medinmship of a gentleman i
private lifs who does not wish his name fo be published. These
“ tonchings,” which are made public. in the eclumns of T
Speritualist,” have been opposed to the viewg ol the medinm through
whom they have been given, and have been, subjected by him to &
gevere and elever analysis. With one or two extraets from these
¢ teachings,’ taken from The Spiritualist, November 6, 1874, I will
conclude this somewhat lengthened paper. '

# Doubtless we teach that there is one supreme Being over all 5
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@ who is not manifested as man has faneied, but who has always
pounced to His ereattures from lime to time such facts about
If ns they were nble to comprehend, or more sirictly, has
snnbled them to ﬂfmln%: in their minds troer views of Himsell and
Wf Hiz dealings. We tell you, as Jeaus told His followers, of a
oving, holy, pure God who guides and governs the universs, who
i no impareonal coneeption of the human mind, but a real Bpiritual
" Father; who is no embodiment or personifieation of & foree, but a
veally-existent Being ; albeit known to you only by His operntions
ind through your coneoptions of His nature and abteibutes, This
il what we have spoleen to you, eradicating, so for us we haye been
nble, that which, in your mind, seemed to us to bo dishoneuring to
the All-wise Father, but leaving undisturbed other theological
funcies which are not of special import.

“Tf you say that our tesching tends to show that there is no
wneh thing ps abzolute truth in such mabters, we oan bul express
onr thankfulness that wo have so far made ourselves intelligilile.
No doubb thers is for you, in your presént imperfust state, no such
ihing as nbsolute truth, as there is no such thing ss absolute per-
[ection.  You surely do not expect that your eye can gazo un-
flimmed into mysteries which dazzle the vision of the highest intal-
ligenees.  Burely you do not hope that your ecireumscribed mind
cnn-grasp the Infinite and Incomprehensible ; that which to us in
remotest oycles shall still remain o subject of adoring. wonder.
The suggestion can bot be born of ignorance ecansed by the imper-
foet state of development in whiech you now live. For you truth
must be yariasble, not to be grasped in its entirety, not to bo viewed
in minule detail, bub seen only in shadowy oufline through an
encircling veil. ' S

“We do not even i\rcteml that we reveal to you absolate truth,
geeing that we onrselves are yeb ignorant, longing to dive deeper
into mueh that is still mysterions.  We do but give you such aid as
we are parmitted, in shadowing forth for yoursell conveptions of the
Bupreme which sre less widely removed from truth than tliose
which have passed eurrent among you as the immediate revelation
of the Most High.

“ We have suceeeded in evolving a system of theology which you
mliit to be eoherent, bonutifal, and elevated, and which is gecopt-
nble to yonr mind. We' have not venlured to do more. We have
shown you a God who ebmménds your ndoration and respect.  Wea
have displayed to you a rational and comprebendible view of vour
duty to Him, to mankind, and to ‘iour own self; wnd we bave esta-
blished our moral code, not by the persuasive inducements of o
hieaven and Hell such ng you aré wont fo hear of, but by argn-
ments not lpsg persunsive, by indobéments which donot eome howe
less fareibly to’ theminil. .- . . . We boldl§ imssert thdt we
teacl a ftith whidh' is more calealutod to deter from sin than any
yet propounded for'man's acceptance—one that holds oat to him »
mora retionnl hope for his hereafter—one that is fo him more real,
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more comprehensible than any which has yet been put before hin
That faith, we say again, is Divine. It comes to you as the rovalas
tion of God. We do nok expect or wish that it should become:
enrrent among men until they are fitbed to receive it, For that
time wo wait in ]E‘Ti-iam peayer. ‘When it does spread among men,
nnd they ean yield its precopts an intelligent obedience, we do not
ligsitate to say that man will sin less, in hope of & cheap salvation,
that ho will be guided by o more infalligent and intelligible future,
that he will need fower cosreive rogulations, fewer punishments b
lmman law, and that the motive.-spring within him will be found
to be not less forcible and enduring than that debased system of
heavonly indueements and hellish deterrents, which can stand no
serions probing, and which, when onee rationally cxamined, coases
to allure or to deter, and ornmbles into dust, baseless, irrational,
and absurd.”

THE ¢ SPIRITUAL SBMALL POX."

Wi have nowhere met with » elosor epitome of the teachings of
Modern Spiritnalism, or one esouched in more clear and explicit
langaage, which is within the grasp of the lumblest nnderstanding,
{lisn that embodied in the following message of Dr. Anson P
Hooker. The lessons to be drawn from these words are plain and |
practical, and the quaint figure of speech by which he charnoterizes
the exndations of that nnfortunale spirit-body which reaches the life |
to come in & state of disorder through wrong doing, is by no means
too strong.  Purity of lifs, which we are pll directed to enltivate by
this gpirit and others, means, in the ultimate, purity of soul, and
that quality constitutes the real wealth, health, and happiness of
ihe land of the hereafter (— i

¢ Life is a riddle past all hnman solying, & diving enigmn, over
held fightly in the grasp of the Infinite, and however much we may
whrivo to solve it, it eludés onr eomprehension and is an enigmn
still, I am aware that it might have been better for me had 1 in
some things taken a differont course when I was on earth ; but it is
diffienlt to determine whether or no I conld have taken that different
pouree, whether or no I eonld have said, * This thing shall be so,
or that thing shall not be 80, and had them to my liking. I say
it is o difficult thing to determine; and being so, if thera is any
wrong it is difficult to know where to placa it, to whose account to
charge it. Since life is just whab it is, it seems to mo that the very
best way for humanity to do is to take it day by day, honr by hong,
and moment by moment, as it is offered by the Infinite Powor, and
nsn it as beet we ean and leave the result to God. i

0T have been transfized, ns ib wore, with wonder and amagzement
in this new life, with what I have witnessed from time to time, I
offen queried, when here in the body, as to what the condition of
the soul wage after death. , . . It may be advisable for me, sinee I -
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lieve no one clse has done it, to give vou gome idea of the condi-
Mon oub of which unhappiness is generated in the spirit-world, and
lin versa,
" Now, let me dvaw you a mind-picture. Here, we will say, lies
-E.rnm: man dying. He has lived an unhappy, dissolute lifa here,
Alin deeds have bronght him no soul-safisfaction, He has been in
b wort of unrest, in an unhappy state. He has been poor; he has
.'-I.\auu physically siel; he has been mentally oub of order. Now he
| dying; presently he is dead. His epirit is ushered into the land
ol ponla, and instantly there i wide room made for him. He has
' @mty of room, for no one seems to want to come near him, Why ?
all, he 15 exuding from his spirit-body o poisonous atmosphere
iad will taint all that comes within that atmoephers. He has, if
I may use the expression, the spiritnal small-pox. He is in just
Whnt condition he is shunned by everybody. Well, now, humana
nro gregarions by nature; they want to sroup togebher: they are
miserably unhappy isolated; and when thiey go to the spirit-world
~ el find evervbody shunning them, and they are left alone, why the
vosull is (hal they are mizserably unhappy, and they look about this
wivy snd that way for relief very mueh ns a leper would, and yeb
liardly expeeting any ; but the Angel of Merey (by that I mean
fome good, benevolent, wise spirit) seeks them out—some one who
gannot be contaminated by this poisonous inflaence—some ong who
gnn come within it, and yet feel it not—a Jesus, if you please—a
John Howard—any truly benevolent soul who desires to do goodl
{or the sake of doing good—ench ean coma to these poor nnfortu-
nates, and the firat thing to be done iz to take them back to earth ;
nnd what for ?  Why, to give them = fresh bapbismal start in the
now life—to first ineorporate them into medinmistie life, that from
that Tife they may take a new leverage, go higher, rise ont of that
onfechled condition that drags them down and makes them lepers
in the other world, Then medinums are of use, vastly so, to those
poor unfortunates.

i And now, sinee theze things are so in the epirvit-world, it be-
onmes every one of you to see to it that you do not engender those
oonditions that will force you into that state of life hereafter, for
fhere is no lmowing how long the angel may delay to come to your
pesistance; no koowing how many, many weary Years may pRss
ore you may be deliversd from the bondage of darkness with which
you have nnwittingly bound yourselves hers in thislife. Now, one
of the most essential things is to keep yourselves, if possible, in
good health.  Another is, that you keep yourselves free from all
morsl dissase; don’t do anything that you will be aghamed of in
{lic other lifa. Don't shame the Christ prineiple of yonr own souls,
for if you do you will pay the penalty theve. TLive as honest, ag
moral, 83 elenn o life hore as it is possible for you to, if you wish
b eseape thess Bwedenborgian hiella of the other life. Swedenborg,
[ think, had it right when he spoke of the hells of the future life,
They are there, and the poor unfortunates are writhing in them,
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and the tovture, it seems to me, i3 more exquisitely miserable tha
that which conld come from fire and brimstone,
 Now, then, lead good lives here; be morally healthy and phjm
cally healthy, if you want to enter the olher life finding heaven
immediately round about you ; but if you go there with a spiritual
gmall-pox npon you, as & Bpmtual leper, my word for it, yon will
be ghunned, and you will be miserable in consequence of the ghon-
ning.—Doctor Anson P'. Hooker, of Oambridga."— Banner of Light

Passen away ab Sticling, on Janoary 12, at 2.50 pm., Bliza, or Mra,
Richard Gillespie, mother of William Gillespis, Fsq., anthor of * Tha
Avgument, o prioed, for the balrrg and the attributes of the Liord God thq
Abaolnte One and First Couse,” and other works on the cxistense of God.

Liowpos Awvanorotosioarn Socrery (1 Adam Btreet, Adelphi)—
The Annual meeting was held on the 8th ultimo, I_'Ilr Charnock,
.B.A., President, in the chair. After reading the report of the'
cﬂnnc‘ll the President delivered the annual address, which dwelt
with the language of the Guands and Chanés: supposed Sanskrit
roots in the Gquichua; geographical distributicn of Dasque lon-
gnage ; Pheenician inseripfion in Bragil ; propagation of Phenician
Alphabet ; Cypriote inscription ; Celtic etymologies; old Slavonie
alphabet; human skeleton of diluvial age at Veu’mmgha, shull
found in peat at Kiel ; Roman remaing in Norfolk ; rones in Kant
relies in Norway ; skeletons formd in the T‘yranaes, pile dwellings
near Biel; Ancient ramains in South Arizona; human remaing ab
Bolatre ; pkelatons, &e., m silicions depesits in Wurtemberg §
antediluvian eaverns in Daloabia; pre-historie station at Strepda;
Mortillet's theory on dolmens ; races of the north of France after
the polished stone age ; stone age in Finland ; origin of Celts and
' Gauls; ethnie! differences bebween Celts and Belpm of (;msu.r,
female types of Antwerp and Fuorfoos; pre-Beman ecivilisation in
England ; antiquity of man in Brazil ; t?pes of Indian races ; mlﬂ
races in Borneo; pigmies, of (.-nntml Afriea; world slatistioss
Eussiang in ‘ﬁfﬁﬂtnrn States of America ; f:mmatlun Jitrnzesn In-
hnimation ; Eirusean sepulchres ; affinitics botween Philipping:
Negritos and the Papuans of New Guines; hrachycephalism ﬁﬁ
I\emllus permanenca of anatomical G]Jum.ute:ts of the human race;
Exaﬂgcrn.tcd dmportance of philology in regard to migrafion;
antopay of Biamese brothers Eng and Chang; Broca's instruments
for examining skull cavity without intersection ;. Abiogenesis;
Heath's materipl brain-film and Magendie's | DE]_:I]'J,EID rachidian
flnid ; Dilettante Seience ; unental OONETess ; conscions a,umma.ta i
atomic Elleur_',r
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