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THE CONVENTION REPOETS.
{To the Editor.)

Will you kindly allow me to announce that I have rece.' ; following contribu­
tions towards the debt due to me on the first two OonventfoWReports, as stated by mo 
last month:—

W. Tebb, E sq.,.............. £ 1 0  0
R ev .---------, ... ... 1 0 0
J. Burns, .............. 1 0  0
D. W. Weatherhead, Esq. . 1 0 0
A  Clergym an,.............. 1 0  0

£18 more are required.—I am, yours &c.,

I Miss Stone, .............  £ 1 0  0
Thos. Grant, Esq., ... 1 0  0
Signor Damiani, ... 0 10 6
E. Foster, Preston, ... 0 5 0
An Artist, ... ... 0 2 6

J. BURNS.

HUM AN NATURE , Vols. I I . , and I I I ., Bound, 7s. 6d. each.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO HUM AN NATURE  FOR 1870 ARE NOW DUE.
One copy monthly, post free, for 7s. per annum ; 25 copies monthly, carriage unpaid, 
£5 per annum. Tho circulation of Human Nature has increased very much dur­
ing the-past year. About 1000 copies have been distributed gratuitously, and donations 
sufficient to pay part of the postage have been received. A few hundreds were sent to 
the press, and many notices and extracts appeared in consequence.

A GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTION FUND 
is required to sustain the cost of such arrangements. The cause of progress could not 
be better aided than by an expenditure of £10 monthly in this work. All contributions 
will be acknowledged, and the manner in which they have been used will be faithfully 
stated on this page from month to month.

NEWS ABOUT DR. NEWTON
Weekly in the Medium and Daybreak, a Journal devoted to the Phenomena, Philosophy, 
and Teachings of Spiritualism, Price Id ; Published at the Office of Human Nature. 
This little weekly is a useful appendix to Human Nature, giving current information 
and other light matters not fitted for the pages of our Magazine.

NOTICE TO READERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
The friends of Progress and Spiritual freedom in foreign countries, particularly in 

-the United States of America, are respectfully solicited to promote the circulation of 
Human Nature, which occupies an unique position in the ranks of literature, and has 
peculiar claims upon reformers in all parts of the world. By the facilities afforded by 
the Post-Office, we can supply Human Nature to America at the same price as to 
readers in England, and we are willing to take payment in currency. On receipt of two 
dollars we will send Human Nature for twelve months as issued, or bound volumes for 
two dollars fifty cents. Any person sending a club of ten subscribers and twenty 
dollars can have any Volume free by post.

MONSIEUR ADOLPHE DIDIER, Professor of Medical Mesmerism and Galvanism 
(twenty-four years in practice), has t ’ e honour to announce that he attends 

Patients daily, from 2 till 5, at his residence; Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy Square. Som­
nambulic consultations for diseases: their ca ud remedies.

A  GENTLEMAN in Frankfort is desirous of c ments as Correspondent to Papers 
of a Progressive and Liberal stamp. Addle \ T. S., 15 Oederweg, Frankfort- 

on-the-Maine.

“jTUST PUBLISHED, a new impression of the PHILOSOPHY OF DEATH, By A. 
fJ J. D a v i s . Price 2d.
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Distribution of Books and Works of Art
---—-----------------

T he Publisher from time to time intends making distributions o f  
valuable Books, Portraits, or Works of Art, to the readers of Human 
Nature. A small sum, not equal to the value of the works offered, 
will be charged to those who desire to take part in these distributions. 
By this plan the Publisher will be enabled to place within the reach 
of those who desire them, very acceptable productions at a nominal 
cost, on the principles of co-operation. In May, 1868, was offered, 
“  Scepticism and Spiritualism,” price 6 d ; in July, a superior Photo­
graph of Mr D. D. Home, price 6 d; in October, “ Letters on Man’s 
Nature and Development,” price 8 s 6 d; in November, “  Spiritualism : 
its Pacts and Phases,” price 9d; in January, 1869, “ The Book of 
Health,” price 6 d; in February, “ The Alpha: a Revelation, but no 
Mystery,” price 2s; in March, “ Physiology for Schools,” price 7 d; 
in April, “ A Stellar Key to the Summer Land,” price 2 s 6 d; in May, 
“ Vital Law,” price 4d; in June, “ Musical Gymnastics, price 8 d; in 
July, “  A Woman’s Work in Water Cure and Sanitary Education,” 
price 8 d; in September, “ Have you been Vaccinated,” price 4d; in 
October, “ Marriage and its Violations,” price 4d ; in November, 
“ Photograph of J. M. Peebles,” price 4d; in December, “ Social 
Fetters,” price 2s 6 d; in January, 1870, “ Echoes of my Youth,” price 
8 d ; in February, “ The History of the Supernatural” (by William 
Howitt), price 7s 6 d ; in March, “ A Photograph of A. j .  Davis,” 
price 4d; in April, “ Annual of Physiognomy, Phrenology,” 1870, 
price 4d; in May, “  The Philosophy of the Bath, price 2s 6 d. These 
may yet be obtained by sending in the respective certificates. With 
the present Number is offered,

JESUS: MYTH, MAN, OR GOD: a New Work, by J. M. Peebles, 
a Resume of which will be found on another page.

P lease cut this p a rt o ff, and send it to the P u blish er o f  H um an  N ature.

J. B urns, Progressive L ibrary, 15 Southampton R ow,
B loomsbury Square, H olborn, L ondon, W.C.

A s P u rch a ser  o f  H u m a n  N a tu re  f o r  J u n e, 1  claim  one C opy o f  
“ J es us :  M y th , M a n  or G o d ,”  at Is; p os t f r e e ,  Is 2d.

A ddress,
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Circle op L ecturers.—Professor and Mrs. Dr. Fowler will lecture in New Town 
Hall, Durham, from April 25 to May 9 ; in the Atlienseum, Mary port, from May 9 to 
May 23 ; in the Assembly Booms, Workington, from May 23 to May 30 ; in the Royal 
Assembly Booms, Cockermouth, from May 30 to June 6; in Odd Fellows’ Hall, Keswick, 
from June 6 to June 13; in Town Hall, Kendal, from June 13'to June 27; In Odd 
Fellows* Hall, Whitehaven, from June 27 to July 11; in Temperance Hall, Ulverston, 
from July 11 to July 18; in Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness, from July 18 to August 1.

G. P E R R IN , Medical Mesmerist, 11 Westmoreland Place, Southampton 
i\_L Street, Camberwell, *S. E.

Mrs. Perrin attends upon Ladies only.

\  CIRCLE is held on T hursday at 8 p.M., at 7 Corporation Row, Clerkenwell. 
Tickets of Mr Steel, 36 Gt. Sutton Street. Lectures monthly.

MISS JOB, Mesmerist, 24 Blomfield Boad, Shepherd’s Bush, London, W. The 
physical development of weak children receives special attention. At home 

daily until 2 o’clock.

MB. J. HUMBY, Medical Magnetist, 2 Holly Place, Cottage Grove, Stockwell, 
London, S.W.

R O O M S  for holding Seances may be obtained at 15 SOUTHAMPTON BOW,
LONDON, W.C.

TUST PUBLISHED, Price 2s., by post 2s. Id., TREATISE ON MAGNETISM AND 
*9 ITS HEALING POWER. By Professor A dolph D idier . To be had at Bail- 
liere’s, 219 Regent’s Street; and at the Author’s, 19, Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy Square.

THE SPIRITUALIST, a Scientific Journal, Published monthly, price Threepence, 
contains all the latest news of Spiritualism, and much evidence for the benefit of 

of Non-Spiritualists, demonstrating that the subject deserves serious investigation by 
all thoughtful people. Publisher, E. W. Allen, Stationers’ Hall Court, St. Paul’s 
Churchyard, London, E.C.

r jlH E  SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE for 1869, Bound, 12s 6d

AN EDUCATIONAL HOME near the Crystal Palace. Children of either sex may 
find a comfortable home and suitable education in a family of ladies, where the 

principles of Spiritualism are entertained. It is not a school, but a home, and recom­
mends itself to the attention of guardians of tender children, or parents who live at a 
distance or in foreign countries. Apply to J. BURNS, 15 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
LONDON, W.C.

THE SCOTTISH GILffiFENBERG.

BRIDGE OF ALLAN WATERCURE ESTABLISHMENT, Stirlingshire. Dr.
Hunter offers Patients all the comforts of a first-class Hotel at from Two to Two- 

and-a-Half Guineas per week, including Board, Lodging, and Treatment. Bridge-of- 
Allan possesses unrivalled advantages for Hydropathic Treatment. The celebrated 
Trossachs. Loch Katoine, Loch Lomond, Loch Drunkaye, &c., and the other beautiful 
scenery of the “ Lady of the Lake,” and likewise the gardens at Drummond Castle, 
Castle Campbell, the Rumbling Bridge, the Falls of the Devon, the Devil’s Mill, the 
Fields of Bannockburn, Sheriffmuir, and many other interesting localities, are all with­
in an easy ride. Bridge-of-Allan is one of the stations of the Scottish Central Railway, 
and is in direct and constant communication with all parts of the United Kingdom. 
By rail, Londou can be reached in thirteen hours, and Edinburgh or Glasgow ina n 
hour and a half.
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Just Published, fcap 8vo, pp. 301, cloth boards, 3s. 6d.

T H E  M E N T A L  C U K E ,  illustrating the Influence of 
the Mind on the Body, both in Health and Disease, and 

the Psychological Method o f Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans.
The Banner o f  L ight, a few months ago, in noticing the first American 

Edition, says:—“The whole discussion of the author is concerning man's 
mental and spiritual nature; how it is related to, and in what peculiar 
ways it operates upon the physical system; and what is the connection be­
tween disordered mental states and diseased physiological action. Along 
with this discussionhe sets forth the mode of regulating the intellectual 
and affectional_nature of the invalid, under any system of medical treat­
ment.

“ The subject is a great one, and wholly an interior and speculative one; 
but the skill of the author lies in his successful method of making what is 
more or less the subject of speculation a practical and plain matter. In 
proceeding to do this, he sets out with stating broadly the relation of the 
human mind to the Creator of the Universe. He establishes the postulate, 
that the mind though immaterial, is yet substantial; and gives a theory in 
reference to its form, its division, its degrees. Then he touches on the nature 
and use of the spiritual body, and naturally thereafter on the emanations 
of the spiritual spheres. The doctrine of spiritual influx is taken up, and 
the relation of the material to the spiritual realm. Then there is a fine 
statement and development of the theory of a correspondence between brain 
and mind; also of the relation of heart and lungs to love and intellect; and 
suggestive, if not convincing, speculations on the correspondence of the 
stomach and mind, and the relations of the excretions of the body to those 
of the mind.

“As cognate branches of the subject, the skin and the senses are considered, 
both in their connection with the mind and independently of it. And finally, 
the true mystery of life is taken up for an explanation, and the author attempts 
to show how we can induce upon ourselves any desirable mental state. The 
sanative power even of language, as well as of moods, is touched upon and 
in a most suggestive manner, and the discussion of the mode of curing general 
debility bjr pure mental force, is interesting enough to be worth the price 
of the book. The volume closes with a development of the doctrine of 
curing by both active and passive exercise of the will, and a clear and 
impressive setting forth of the influence of the spiritual world upon mental 
health and disease.

“For originality of thought and treatment, fora certain intrepid directness, 
which is the chief merit of a treatise of this character, and for a plain 
practicalness that commends its broad and profound truths, together with 
its more acute and intricate speculations, to the general reader, we think 
tliis volume will take its place at once among the remarkable productions 
of the day, and vindicate its reputation bv the marked revolution it will set 
on foot in reference to common life and thinking.

J. Burns,* 15 S o u th a m pto n  Row, L ondon , W.C.

T H E  W O R K S  OF  A L L A N  K A R D E C .
LE LIVRE DES ESPRITE. 3s 6d.
LE LIVRE DES MEDIUMS. 3s 6d.
L’EVANGILE SELON LE SPIRITISME. 3s 6d.
LE Cl EL ET L’ENFER. 3s 6d.
LA GENESIi LES MIRACLES ET LES PREDICTIONS SET,ON LE 

SPIRITISME. 3s 6d.
CARACTERES DE LA REVELATION SPIRITE. 3d.
RESUME DE LA LOI DES PHENOMENES SPIRITES. 2d.
SPIRITISM IN ITS MOST SIMPLE EXPRESSION {EnglishTranslation'. 3d. 

J. B u r n s , 15 S o u th a m pto n  Row, L on d on , W.C.
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BANKING LIFE AND SELF-INSURANCE POLICIES
ISSUED BY TIIK

B R IT IS H  I M P E R IA L  IN SU RAN CE  CORPORATION
Xj  i m i t e d .

Capital £200,000, in 200,000 Shares of £1 each.
Incorporated pursuant to Act o f Parliament.

The only Life Office established which provides British Government Security for its
Policy Holders.

Head Offices. - BROWN STREET & MARS DEN STREET, MANCHESTER. 
Branch Office for London— 20 OOCKSPUR STREET, PALL MALL, S.W

T R U S T E E S .
Christopher W eguelin, Esq. (Messrs Thomson, Bouar, k  Co.,) 574 Old Broad 

Street, London, E.C.
Charles Oppenheim, Esq. (Messrs. Samuel Oppenheim and Sons), 18 Old Broad 

Street, E.C.
W illiam G. Goodliffe, Esq., Accountant-General, India Office, Westminster. 
Augustus F. Bayforii, Esq., LL.D., Senior Registrar, Court of Probate, Doctors' 

Commons, Chancellor of the Diocese of Manchester.

A lfred Bower, Esq. (Messrs W. Bower 
& Son, Cotton Brokers), Brown’s 
Buildings, Liverpool.

Major-General J ohn T hu o p h i l u s  
Boilkau, R.E., F.R.S., 31 Lad- 
broke Square, S.W.

W illiam Daniel Chapman, Esq., 
(Messrs, l’elly, Boyle, & Co.,) All­
hallows Chambers, Lombard Street.

Colonel the Hon. H. B. Dalzell (late

Bengal Artillery), Director of the Agra 
Bank, London.

R ichard Jones, Esq. (Messrs William 
Andrew and R. Jones), Ardwick, 
and Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

Samuel Shaw, Esq., J.P. (Messrs. P. 
Shaw & Co.), Croft Mills, and 
Breeze Hill, Mossley, Manchester.

Charles Suthers, Esq., Oxford Mills, 
Oldham, and Rivers vale House, 
Ashton-under-Lyne.

A U D I T O R

DI RECTORS .

(Tv the Government Security Banking Life and Self-Insurance Funds) 
W illiam Farr, Esq., M.D., F.K.S., &e., &c., London. 

S T A N D I N G  COUNSEL.
John Holkek, Esq., Q.C., 6 Crown Office Row, Temple, London. 

BANKERS.
The Bank of England, London.

Manchester and Liverpool District Bank, Manchester.
Brokers,—Messrs Gorton Bros. k  Pooley, Manchester.

E D I C A L  A D V I S E R S .
J. L eigh, Esq., M.R.C.S., Manchester. | W illiam P. Bain , Esq., M.D., London.

General Manager,—J ohn A. Feigan.
Secretary,—W  i lliam Davies.

RESIDENT SECRETARIES and BRANCH OFFICES.
Joseph W iiittall, 20 Cockspur Street, J. H. Pollock, 1 Brown’s Buildings, 

Pall Mall, S.W., London. Exchange, Liverpool.
W i l l i a m  Da i ,y , 4 College Green, ! Jno. Smith, Victoria Buildings, 66 

Dublin. i Reniield Street, Glasgow'.
T. Bawben, Douglas, Isle of Man.
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TH E  OISTINOUSSHING FEATURES OF T H E  SYSTEM S ARE:
The Compulsory Investment of the Life Premium Funds in Government Securities.

This form of Security is strictly defined by the Genera Deed of Trust, and is unalterable. 
Thus, the numerous dangers attaching to miscellaneous Investments are avoided; and the 
Policies issued by the Corporation are protected by the most reliable of all Securities.

The Complete Security of the Life Premium Fund.
All the Premiums (with the exception of one-fifth reserved for expenses of Management, 

.Reserve, and Bonuses), are invested in the names of Trustees for the sole purpose of meeting 
Policy claims. The Trustees act independently of the Directors.

The Control of Hoe Premium Fund is always retained by the Insurants, through their
Trustees.
Local Trusts,, composed of gentlemen of undoubted position, are formed throughout the 

Kingdom; the Trustees act solely on behalf of the Policy-holders, and are custodians of the 
Life Premium Bunds subscribed in the district.

An Equitable Surrender- Value Endorsed on each Policy, ami Payable on Demand.
From 50 to 70 per cent, of all premiums paid (according to the table under which the Policy 

is effected) c a n  b e  o b ta in e d , o n  d em a n d , by Insurants desirous of ceasing premium paying.
All Policies Convertible into Cash on Demand,.

The Surrender-Value being endorsed on the Policy, and p a y a b le  o n  d em a n d , and the Fund 
which provides it being deposited in the Bank of England, all Bankers may readily advance the 
Cash Value of the amount endorsed thereon.

A Policy Banking Account available to each Insurant.
Policy-holders upon depositing their Policies with the Corporation, either personally or 

through its Agents, may draw upon the Surrender-Value, to its full amount, for any purpose, 
thus using it as a cash balance at their Bankers, without invalidating tlieir Policy.

No Lapsed, Policies. The Surroidcr- Value cannot be Forfeited.
T H E  BRITISH IMPERIAL plan of Life and Self-Insurance was devised by Dr. Farr, 

Somerset House. It was originally submitted to Her Majesty’s Government, and has been 
substantially adopted by them through the medium of the Post Office. It imparts an entirely 
new character to Life Insurance transactions, and effectually removes all doubt as to want of 
security and equity.

E x a m p l e  from T a b l e  A to Insure £100 with Profits, Payable at Death.

Age next 
Birthday.

Annual
Premium.

Proportion In­
vested in Govern-

Government Stock Withdrawable as 
Surrender Value or Banking Account.

ment Securities. 1st Year. 5th Year.

30 £2 11 3 £2 1 0 £1 2 0 £5 18 0

T able 0 .—To insure £100 with Profits payable on attaining the Age of 60, 
or at Death, if it occur before that Age.

Age next 
Birthday.

Amount of Annual 
Premiums.

Proportion in­
vested in Govern­
ment Securities.

Surrender Value or Banking Account.

1st Year. 10th Year.

30 £ 3  10 2 £ 2  17 5 £1 19 0 £ 22  12 0

Table E .— To insure £100 with Profits by  the payment o f Ten Annual 
Premiums only.

Age next 
Birthday.

Annual
Premium.

Proportion in Go­
vernment Security

Surrender Value or Banking 
Account.

1st Year. 5th Year.

25
30

£5 1 7 
5 10 4

£4 11 6 
4 19 4

£3 16 0 
4 3 0

£20 11 0 
22 6 0

N ote.—By an Insurance under Table E., th e  w h o le  of the Premiums is paid in 10 years. The 
sum insured is payable at death, whether that occur during the ten years of payment or subsequently.

Further information may be obtained on application at any of the Offices of the 
Corporation or J. BURNS, Agent, 15 Southampton Row, W.C., London.
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C H EA P  R EM A IN D E R S  OF P R O G R E S S IV E  P U B L IC A TIO N S .

A S I am cleaving out my shelves to receive new Editions, I am selling off a fine 
selection of useful Publications, much below cost price. In some instances con­

secutive sets may be obtained, highly eligible for personal reading or distribution.
THE BANNER OF LIGHT, Back Numbers, Is lid per dozen.
THE HERALD OF PROGRESS. Edited by A. J. Davis, each number containing 

valuable papers from his own pen. Is 6d per dozen.
THE KELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL. Is 6d per dozen.
THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. 3s per dozen.
HUMAN NATURE. 3s per dozen.
DAYBREAK. 3s per 100.
THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 4s per dozen.
THE HERALD OF HEALTH. 4s per dozen.
THE FIRST AND SECOND CONVENTION REPORTS. Is 6d per dozen. Large 

quantities by special arrangement.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN BEAUTY, or Physical Perfection. By Dr. 
Jacques. 7s 6d.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE BATH, or Air and Water in Health and Disease. By 
D. Dunlop. 3s 6d.

THE SCIENCE OF HUMAN LIFE. Graham. 6s.
THE COMBINED ILLUSTRATED ANNUALS OF PHRENOLOGY AND PHYSI­

OGNOMY, for 1S65-6-7-S-9-70. 5s.
WEDLOCK, or the Right Relations of the Sexes, and Showing who may, and who may 

not, Marry. By S. K. Wells. 6s.
THE ERRORS OF THE BIBLE. Henry C. Wright. 3s 6d.
WAYS OF LIFE. Weaver. 3s 6d.
HOPES AND HELPS FOR THE YOUNG. Weaver. 5s.
INTELLECTUAL, MORAL, AND PHYSICAL CULTURE, or the Philosophy of True 

Living. By Professor F. G. Welch. 8s.
FOWLER’S WORKS. Cheap Edition. Vol. I., 5s; Vol. II., 6s.
THE SEERS OF THE AGES. By J. M. Peebles. A  new English Edition in preparation. 
SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Dr. Trail. 5s.
SIMPLE QUESTIONS AND SANITARY FACTS FOR THE PEOPLE. Is.
VITAL FORCE: How Wasted and how Preserved. By E. P. Miller, New York. 2s. 
HOW TO BATHE A FAMILY—Guide to Hydropathy. By E. P. Miller, New York. Is. 
IMPORTANT TRUTHS, a Book for every Child. By Mrs. E. P. Miller. 6d.

J. Burns, 15 Southampton Row, Lonuon, W.C.

STATIO N ER Y CHEAP AND GOOD.
J BURNS begs to inform the friends of Spiritualism and Progress, that with the 

• view of making his efforts self-sustaining, he has added Stationery to his other 
branches, and hopes to receive the kind patronage of his many friends. He has taken 
care to select good and useful articles, which he can recommend and sell at economical 
rates.

Fine Cream-Laid Note Paper, light and smooth, and bears the pen well. Five-quire 
Packets, price 6d.

Extra Superfine Thick Cream-Laid Albert Note, Glazed. Per Five-quire Packet, 
price Is 6d.

Superfine Thick Y ellum, Cream-laid. Per Five Quires, Is.
Superfine Cream-Laid Note, Ivory finish, large size and fine quality. Five 

quires, Is 6d.
Envelopes of various qualities and sizes, from 6d to Is per 100.
THE VIOLET NON-CORROSIVE INK flows easily, does not corrode the pen, and 

is of a pleasing and permanent colour. In Bottles, 3d, 6d, and Is each.

J. Burns, 15 Southampton Row, London, W.C.
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J  K  S I T  S :

M Y T H ,  M A N ,  O K  G O D ;
OK,

T H E  POPUL AR T H E O L O G Y  AND T H E  P O S I T I V E  RELI GION 
C O N T R A S T E D .

By J. M. PEEBLES,

Author of “ Seers of the Ages,” &c., Ire.

Given as a Supplement to this Number of Human Nature at I s ; post free, Is 2d.

C O N T E N T S .

Chapter I.—Evidences of the Existence of Jesus.

Pompeii and Herculaneum—The Nucerenians—Jesus Christ Caricatured—The 
Scrawl: How and Where Found—Testimonies of Tacitus, Pliny, Suetonius 
and Others—Celsus, the Epicurean Philosopher—Opinions of Valentinus, 
Basilides, Marcion, and Porphyry, the Old Man of Tyre—Writings of Julian 
and Bavat el Saffa concerning Jesus—Original Documents— Taylor's Diegaisis 
not Authoritative—Josephus’ Paragraph relative to Jesus: Is it genuine?— 
His mention of John the Baptist—The Testimony of Aaron Knight, a Spirit, 
and A. J. Davis, the Clairvoyant, in Proof of Jesus’ Existence—The Sum­
ming up of Statements.

Chapter. II.—T he Origin and Mission of Jesus.

What Appellations are Applied to him in the Scriptures—The Athanasian Creed 
—Christian Spiritualism through the “ Baps”—Swedenborg and the Council 
of Nice—Jesus demanding “ Belief”  as a Condition for Healing— His Esse- 
nian Education— His Clairvoyance, and Marvellous “ Works ”  promised to 
others—His beautiful Faith and Trust in the Infinite Presence— His Final 
Victory.

Chapter III.— The Moral Teachings of Jesus Compared with  the Old
Philosophers.

Paul Jewish to the Last— Quotation from William Howitt in the Spiritual Magazine 
criticised— Tertullian Bejoicing over the Prospect of Eternal Torments— 
Character of the Christian Fathers—The Vedus and Immortality— The Old 
Testament and a Future Existence—Max Muller and the Primitive Beligions 
—Zoroaster, Thales, Socrates, Pythagoras, and the Druids’ Teachings of the 
Future Life—Slandering the Heathen—Christian Spiritualists: Wm. Howitt 
versus Godfrey Higgins—The Old Testament Writers do not Prophecy of
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Jesus Christ—Reasons for Chrishna’s Incarnation—The Immoralities of the 
Old Testament Scriptures—Jehovah a Mediative Angel—The Bible; Different 
Versions; Revision of—Councils—Conduct of the Bishops—Scientists gener­
ally Infidels—The Inspirations and Truths of the Bible Immortal.

Ch a t t e r  IV.— I n fl u e n c e  of Ch r is t ia n it y .

The First Followers of Jesus— Immoralities of the Corinthian Christians—Chris­
tianity Nationalised under Constantine—His murderous deeds—Destruction 
of Pagan Temples by Christians—Their Persecutions justified by Calvin, 
Beza, John Knox, &c.—The Christian Crusades—The Inquisition—Witches, 
why hung?—Spanish Christians and the Indian Races—Baboo K. C. Sen's 
Estimate of Christian Dogmas—The Natural Religion of African Natives— 
Criticisms of the Spiritual Magazine—What is meant by Christian Spiritual­
ism—Christianity a Failure—William llowitt and Christian Spiritualists— 
The Conduct of Christian Nations—Is it related to the Life and Teachings of 
Jesus?

C h a p t e r  V .—Jesu s  a n d  t h e  P o s it iv e  R e l ig io n .

His Seership—True Worship, Creeds, and Outward Forms — The American 
Shakers— Jesus’ superiority over others— The Identity of the Positive Re­
ligion and Spiritualism— Not Doctrine, but Life : not Faith, but Works, 
that Save—Tendency towards a fuller Fellowship of Progressive Minds— 
John’s Love-Nature—-The Present Mission of Jesus—The Coining Millen­
nium.

TO T H E READERS OF “ H U iA N  NATURE.”

T h is  work has been issued from the press just in time to serve as a supplement 
to this Number of Human Nature. It is a treatise of great historical research, 
keen criticism, accurate logic; charitable in sentiment, and graceful in style. 
With deep reverence the author pourtrays the religious and the divine, and 
exposes that which is counterfeit and false. It is just such a work as we should 
have been pleased to present in the pages of Human Nature, but through the 
liberality of the learned author, we are enabled to offer it at a lower price than it 
could have been secured as part of our Magazine. We unhesitatingly recommend 
it to the attention of our readers ; and as it will be offered at a reduced price as a 
supplement to this Number only for a limited time, it would be well to apply for 
it at once. If Mr. Peebles had done no other work than to write this book, his 
visit to England would have been worth all it has cost him in time, money, and 
wear and tear of body and mind.
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I t  is in order that spirits, on attaining to individualisation, 
may find themselves in the state of equilibrium which we have 
seen to be necessary to the autonomic development of their 
moral character, that the Psychic element whose latent possibili­
ties have been sufficiently developed by its experiences in the 
lower reigns, and which is about to be individualised into dis­
tinct personalities, is subjected to the purifying processes of 
the long lapse of ages already alluded to (and which, as con­
stituting for that element a period of stagnation, or pause, in its 
educational progression, is designated, by our spirit-friends, as 
“  the stagnatory period”), by which it is freed from the instincts 
of animality; so that each of the individualised portions of that 
element, on awaking from the state of lethargy, or catalepsy, 
into which it has been thrown by its Guides during its magneti­
cally-effected accretion of the permanent p&rispirit whose forma­
tion constitutes its personality, finds itself in a state of moral 
and mental neutrality, of innocence and ignorance, analogous to 
that of infancy. It lias no knowledge either of facts or of princi­
ples, but only the mental faculties which give it the capacity of 
learning; it has no vice and no virtue, but only the moral possi­
bilities that may become either the one or the other. For, 
though freed, by the processes of the stagnatory period, from the 
unreasoning and unbalanced directness which constitutes the 
instinctiveness of the animal impulses, the impulses themselves 
remain, latent, in the temperament o f each individualised spirit, 
and constitute, in conjunction with the reason which it has 
acquired in virtue of its perisprital organisation, the dual possi­
bilities and springs of action the contest between which will 
furnish the conditions of its next phase of progress, in which the 

voi. iv. ie
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struggle between Good and Evil will be waged by each spirit 
for itself, and in which its moral improvement, and its conse­
quent attainment of happiness, will be retarded or advanced as 
it follows the promptings of the selfish impulses derived from 
its animal experiences, or the counsels of reason enlightened by 
the teachings of its Guides.

As all Psychic Substance begins the work, of self-elaboration 
at the same initial point, and continues that elaboration through 
the same processes, so all the spirits eventually individualised 
out of that Substance into distinct personalities begin their new 
life of Relation on an equal footing. A ll contain the same 
elements, i.e., the same latent faculties; but these faculties are 
diversely combined in each, thus ensuring the spontaneous de­
velopment of the variety whose harmonious diversities constitute, 
in the characterial department as in all the other departments of 
IsTature, the Unity of the Creation. The necessary inherance of 
the opposition of Good and Evil in the nature of things, viewed 
in connexion with the freedom of choice which is secured to 
each spirit by the state of equilibrium in which it is placed 
between the promptings of impulse and those of reason, pre­
supposes the following, more or less habitually and constantly, 
of one set of motives by some spirits, and of another set of 
motives by other spirits; for, i f  all spirits went continuously 
right from the beginning, such a result would imply a Provi­
dential weighting of the scales on the side of Good, while, if all 
went wrong, such a result would equally imply a corresponding 
weighting of the scales on the side of Evil. But, the Divine 
Plan including the free, spontaneous, voluntary preference of 
Good to Evil on the part of the intelligences called into exist­
ence by the Creative Eiat, no such weighting is permitted to 
occur, and the scales are maintained, for each spirit, in a position 
o f absolute equilibrium. The Divine Justice excluding the 
possibility of partiality or favouritism, the passional and in­
tellectual combinations which constitute the individual tempera­
ment of each spirit, though diverse in each, are equivalent for 
all spirits, who consequently start on their career of ulterior 
advancement with equivalent possibilities of making direct and 
speedy progress, o f lingering on the way, or of taking a -wrong 
road and having to retrace their steps, according to the wise or 
unwise use they voluntarily make of the splendid, but most 
dangerous possession of free-will, upon the essay of whose 
tremendous possibilities they have now entered.*

* Do you admit the Divine Prescience, or do you suppose the Supreme Intelli­
gence to be at the level of your own 1 The Divine 1 rescience is a faculty which 
it is not possible for you to analyse. If any directing action were exerted on the 
free-will of a spirit, its free-will would cease to b : free. When a machine is 
organised, the results of its working are foreknown, and all that it will do is
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Contact with Matter in its ponderable state, as undergone 
through the reactions of the magnetically-accreted forms of the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal reigns, is declared by our spirit- 
friends, as previously stated, to be the indispensable, universal 
condition of the initial stage of Psychic development; but they 
say that, when this first, necessary course of the mental and 
affectional development of the Psychic element has thus been

foreseen as going to take place. If an inexperienced or careless workman 
ventures too near tlie machinery, or if some one out of curiosity comes within 
reach of its wheels, he is drawn in by its movement, and is mutilated or crushed. 
The maker of the machine has done nothing, directly or indirectly, to bring 
about the catastrophe ; and yet he knew that, if any one should come thus into 
contact with its machinery, such would be the result. On seeing the imprudent 
approach of the person who was going too near the wheels, he cried out, “  Take 
care ! you are running into danger !” but his warning was unheeded. In this 
comparison (necessarily imperfect) where is there anything of fatality in the 
relation between the orderly working of the machine and the movements of those 
who bring themselves into contact with its wheels ? Man, in his ignorance and 
his pride, would fain suppose that the Supreme Power mixes Itself up in his 
doings; each of you, poor earth-worms! would fain have the Supreme Intelli­
gence to direct your movements, abasing Itself to the level of your little needs. 
Try to form to yourselves a truer idea of the grandeur of your Creator. Reigning 
over and irradiating all the Universes of Infinity, the Sovereign Ruler exerts the 
higher, controlling influence which guides and governs, leaving your free-will at 
liberty to act and to work amidst the physical and spiritual influences that are 
in action around you, under the conditions imposed by, and subject to the over­
ruling of, the general, natural, immutable laws by It established from all Eter­
nity ; that higher influence which guides and governs by means of the universally- 
disseminated Spirit-action, instrument of Its Providential sway, and acting 
incessantly under the conditions imposed by, within the limits and subject to 
the overruling of, those laws, according to Its Omnipotent and Immutable W ill; 
that higher influence which incessantly attracts you onwards, amidst the free, 
independent play of your own docile or rebellious will, upon the path of Progress. 
The totality of existence is present from all Eternity to the Divine Eye. Past, 
Present, Future—words invented by the Creature—have no existence for the 
Creator, Who is He that Is from all Eternity. Can you not understand that 
leaving to Man the free disposal of his will, of his thoughts, and of his actions, 
that all-piercing Eye can see, meanwhile, the use which Man will make of his 
freedom? The human machinist who sees the approach of the imprudent, 
inexperienced, or inquisitive person, knows beforehand what will be the conse­
quences of his approaching too close to the machine; but, possessing only a 
limited intelligence, he cannot know beforehand whether the imprudent person 
will consummate his imprudence hy approaching too close, or whether he will 
stop short of actual contact; for he can neither read the thought of the one who 
is approaching, nor trace the working of his will. For him there is, necessarily, 
solution of continuity—a past, a present, and a future, in the succession of 
actions, however small may he the interval of time which separates them to his 
perceptions—in the use which his fellow-mortal may make of his free-will. But 
Gon, for Whom, past, present, and future are nothing, Who, without solution of 
continuity, reads in the thought of Man, sees the play of his will, and thus sees, 
without solution of continuity, the succession and consequences of all things, 
knows beforehand the use that Man will make of his freedom; for, to Gon, the 
totality of existence is eternally and continually instantaneous. No comparison 
can be established between the luminous Sun that shines with Its own fires, and 
the faint sparkle upon the ripple of the -wave that reflects Its splendours; between 
the incomprehensible Being Who radiates life and existence upon all that is, and 
your feeble intelligences. We repeat i t :— the Divine Prescience is a faculty 
which it is not possible for you to analyse.— Roustaing. Les Quatre Evangiles, 
vol. 1, pp. 245, 246.
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accomplisned, that element— having acquired all that the con­
tact with ponderable Matter is intended to impart, viz., the 
rudiments of all the faculties which the experiences of the life 
of Belation are now to develope— has no need of any further 
conjunction with Matter in its grosser state; but that each 
individualised ,soul, enshrined in its ptrisprit, should pass 
through the phases of spirit-growth analogous to those of infancy, 
childhood, and adolescence, in the fluidic spheres appropriated 
to the early training of individualised intelligences, and pursue 
its career of endless and indefinite progress in the progressive 
spheres of the fluidic world, to whose glories it is now intro­
duced, and where, under the loving tutelage of its Guides, it is 
taught to “ try its ’prentice hand” at the simpler branches of 
the Cosmic labours which constitute, for the inhabitants of that 
world, an inexhaustible field of activity, usefulness, amusement, 
admiration, and delight.

The Divine Being “  inhabiting Eternity”-— i. e., not being in 
Space and Time— though constantly present with all spirits, 
only becomes perceptible to each spirit as, through progressive 
changes in its own state, it gradually approaches that Being. 
Eor the “ Vision of God,” to which each spirit will eventually 
attain, is simply the result of the unfolding of its own powers 
of seeing; its growth in science rendering visible to it more and 
more of the Divine Power and Operation, and its growth in 
purity bringing it into more and more intimate sympathy with 
the Divine Perfections. To employ a rough comparison:— The 
capacity of “ seeing God” may be conceived of as something like 
the capacity, in material bodies, of receiving and reflecting an 
image. The lump of ore can neither form nor reflect an image 
of the sun which is shining upon it; but, through the processes 
o f refining, it gradually developes a metallic surface, which, puri­
fied from earthly dross, and duly polished, is susceptible of 
imaging and reflecting the solar rays. I f  we go a step farther, 
and suppose the image to be formed in, and reflected from, a 
plane of consciousness, we see how the possibility of this percep­
tion and reflection, on the part of a spirit, must depend solely on 
its own preparedness, arrived at through the purifying processes 
to which it has been subjected, and the friction of its various 
experiences. There has been no change on the part of the Sun, 
which was shining as brightly on the ore as on the metal; but 
the dull surface of the ore was insensible to the splendour of the 
rays so vividly imaged by the purified and polished metal.

The perception of the Divine Being as the sole life of the 
Universe, and of the Divine Law as the sole rule of action and 
sole condition of happiness, being the all-embracing aim of the 
creation of Derived Existences, the instructions given, by their 
Guides, to spirits who are thus pursuing their career of educa-
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tion in the fluidic spheres, all tend to the elucidation of the pro­
blems involved in our relations to that Being, and of those 
Laws as the key to the infinite complexities of Universal 
life, and the condition of our attainment of the Sidereal Degree; 
Religion— i. e., the science and sentiment of the relations of all 
the forms of Derived Existence to one another, and to the Self- 
existent Creator, from Whom they all proceed, in Whom they 
have their being, and to Whom they tend— not being regarded 
as a matter of long-faced sanctimoniousness, a mystical abstrac­
tion, a something ascetically distinct and apart from life, but 
simply as the essence and meaning of all science, the vital, all- 
pervading reality of every department of existence and manifes­
tation. The action of their Guides, which was direct, constant, 
irresistible, during the preparatory education of the Psychic ele­
ment, is now only exercised indirectly, as that of affectionate 
counsellors, desirous to see them take the right path, hut yet 
more desirous that the taking of that path should be the result 
of their own free choice, and consequently refraining from the 
exertion of any pressure on the minds and wills whose earliest 
steps in the path of spontaneous effort they now assist with their 
advice. Immeasurably happier and easier as are the conditions 
of progress in the fluidic world than in the material world, the 
Avork of learning and of progressing, even in the former, is de­
clared to demand laborious application on the part of the nevdy- 
individualised spirits, and to give constant occasion for the 
exercise, by them, of docility and teachableness toAvards their 
Guides; of humility, in the sense of hierarchical subordination; 
of abnegation, in regard to the selfish impulses Avhose opposition 
to the counsels of reason and of conscience constitute the neces­
sary condition of a voluntary adoption of Right, in preference to 
Wrong, as the" rule of conduct; of patient perseverance, as the 
slow and toilsome road to the attainment of the poAver and glory 
of the higher spirit-ranks; and of charity in its largest sense, as 
self-forgetfulness and universal serviceableness. They therefore 
endeavour to prepare their pupils for passing safely through the 
inevitable ordeal of temptation and trial by awakening in their 
minds the sentiment of reverent and loving devotion towards 
the Great Unseen Creator Who has called them into being in 
order to render them supremely happy, and of affectionate good- 
Avill toAvards all Creatures as united in the brotherhood of a 
common origin and a common destiny; and to impress them 
Avith the conviction that— being endoAved Avith the reason Avliich 
is the apanage of personality, and also Avitli the impulses which 
Avill furnish them Avith the occasions for choosing between Good 
and Evil, betAveen conformity Avith, and opposition to, the in­
structions they receive— they have noAv the poiver of judging, 
and consequently of directing their action, and of choosing their
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path. They encourage them to persevere in the path of duty by 
assurances of the happiness to 'which they will thus attain; and 
dissuade them from wandering out of that path by showing them 
the consequences which such dereliction from duty will neces­
sarily and correspondentially entail upon them; the terrible 
penalty of wrong-doing— i.e., of forsaking the guidance of reason 
and conscience which would lead the spirit progressively upwards 
to the perfection and glory of the Sidereal Degree, and following 
the leadings of the selfish impulses which, by assimilating the 
spirit’s state to that of the animal, constitutes on its part a 
voluntary return (as far as such a return is possible, to a fully- 
formed spirit) towards the level of animality— being to find 
itself exiled from the glorious fluidic world (whose harmony 
would be compromised by the presence of disorderly or malevol­
ent spirits), and compelled to re-commence the work of its edu­
cation, through contact with the grosser state of Matter, in the 
nearest approach to animality which is possible in the case of a 
spirit furnished with its permanent perisprit, \iz., that of incar­
nation in a human body, on the surface of a planet correspond­
ing, in point of moral backwardness and of consequent hardship 
of physical conditions, to the degree of its culpability; and where, 
in conjunction with the gross, stultifying, pain-creating material 
envelope which is at once the lively, the punishment, and the 
cure of Sin (i.e., of selfish disobedience to the inner law of con­
science and reason), and surrounded by spirits who, misled by 
the same selfishness, have incurred the same penalty, it will 
learn the practical import of wrong-doing (i.e., o f making Selfish­
ness its guide instead of Conscience, and thus, by attempting to 
sever its interests from the well-being of the Universe, placing 
itself in opposition to the Creative Plan) through bitter experi­
ence o f the horrors and tribulations of human existence, intensi­
fied—until it has worked its Avay up to a point of amendment 
at which it is permitted to acquire the knowledge of the meaning 
and uses of the hard conditions of life in the flesh— by what 
necessarily appears to it, until its real nature is explained, as the 
most appalling of mysteries, viz., the law of Death under which 
it has brought itself through its conjunction with the material 
body whose accretion is the correspondential result of its volun­
tary return towards the conditions of animality.

The causes of the declension which entails the stern, but, 
in the end, beneficent and regenerative necessity of incarnation 
in fleshly bodies, the process by which that incarnation is accom­
plished, and the steps by which the spirit, thus self-exiled from 
the happy fluidic spheres, is enabled— through gradual growth 
in science and in virtue,— progressively to overcome the impulses 
of materiality, and thus to accomplish progressively higher and 
more fluidic incorporations, until it has again reached the point
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of fluidicity from which it has fallen, and whence it will resume 
the course of its interrupted ascension towards the Sidereal 
Degree, will form the subject of the following paper.

A n n a  B l a c k w e l l .
Paris, May 7, 1870.

C B E  A T  I 017.
THE SYMBOLISM OF NATURE.

By J. W. Jackson, F.A.S.L.,
Author of “  Ethnology and Phrenology as an Aid to the Historian,”

“  Ecstatics of Genius,” &c., &c., &c.

Form is simply thought ultimated into shape on the sensuous 
plane, just as function is force in manifestation through the 
sphere of effects. This stated in other terms implies that the 
universe is a divine idea, and its phenomena the result of the 
Divine will. Hence, then, the profound significance of form 
and function.

The primordial bodies on the cosmic plane— suns, planets, 
and their satellites— are spherical, because the sphere or univer­
sal circle represents the perfection of a unitary totality, whereof 
they are the primal reflection and reproduction. The circle in pro­
cess of formation represents creation in evolution. When closed, by 
the movement of the radius vector over the entire cyclical circuit, 
it equally represents creation finished, and so ready for reabsorp­
tion into the Divine unity. W e thus see that the centre sym­
bolises Deity and the circumference creation, the radius vector 
being a projection of the Divine, from the eternal sphere o f the 
Infinite O n e  to the temporal plane of the finite many, or as the 
mystics would say, God in manifestation as the Demiurgus, or 
Logos Creator.

As the sphere or universal circle represents completeness and 
perfection, so the cube or universal square represents equipoise 
and strength, and thus morally symbolises justice and power. 
It is in every direction equilateral, and thus all its angles are 
right angles. It is the symbol of being as based on truth and 
rectitude. As the sphere, or universal circle, is representative 
of the unity, so the cube, or universal square, is symbolical of 
the trinity of form— that is, of height, length, and breadth, equal 
in dimension, yet diverse in direction; that is again, as the 
mystics would say, co-ordinate in rank, equal in power, yet dif­
ferent in function. The sphere represents those divine integers, 
eternity and infinity, having neither beginning nor end ; while 
the cube or universal square, on the contrary, symbolises time 
and space, each susceptible of the most rigid limitation— the 
sequences of the former implying definite periods of duration;
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and the expanses of the latter limited areas of extension, like the 
lines and sides of a cube. Perhaps the reader begins now to 
understand something of the Pythagorean reverence for numbers, 
and the belief once prevalent, as to the magical power of mathe­
matical diagrams.

The circle— and with it, of course, the sphere—-is masculine 
because it is unitary, being formed on one centre, and generated 
by the movement of one radius vector. An ellipse, on the con­
trary, is feminine, being formed on two foci, whose distance is 
the test of its feminity, the intervening area Toeing the sphere of 
multiplicity. So a square, or cube, is masculine, while a paral­
lelogram, or parallelopiped, is feminine, the continent lines of 
length transcending those of breadth or height, so that it is no 
longer the symbol of absolute rectitude, strength, or stability. 
It may, perhaps, also be observed, that both in the ellipse and 
the parallelogram, the containing lines are longer in proportion 
to the area enclosed than in the circle and the square. How 
circumference and superficies represent the external sphere of 
creation, where interior thought is ultimated into exterior form, 
and the architypal ideas within the Divine mind are projected 
into visibility on the plane of effects.

We have spoken of length, breadth, and height. The first sym­
bolises action; the second, power; the third, aspiration. These 
principles are as applicable to architectural styles as to special 
types, but from the nature of our present paper, we cannot just 
now go into the details of this branch of the subject. Suffice it, 
then, that Classic architecture is the outcome of the intellect, 
while Gothic is more especially the product of the moral senti­
ments. Thus, a Greek temple may be defined as a poem, and a 
Gothic cathedral as a prayer, in stone. Grace and beauty are 
the distinctive features of the former, grandeur and sublimity of 
the latter. There is no surer sign of the essentially analytical 
and fundamentally negative character of these latter ages than the 
fact, that modern civilisation has hitherto failed to develop an 
architecture of its OAvn. We have knoAvledge, but not inspira­
tion. We are great on the plane of fact, but pitiably Aveak on 
that of ideas. It Avould seem that every distinctly characterised 
style of architecture has been the product of a faith, whose 
spirit, embodied in its doctrines and institutions, Avas vestured in 
its ritual and its temples. We need, then, have no fear. The 
faith of the future, Avliose resurrection trump has already 
awakened the long slumbering lore of Egypt and Babylon 
and India, and Avliose elements are the theosophy of the past, 
and the science of the present, AA'ill doubtless prevail to clothe 
itself in befitting garments, the appropriate and symbolic ves­
ture of its Titanic spirit.

But the greatest of all symbols is the universe itself, for it is
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the thought of God, ultimated on the material plane, and thus 
whether in the cosmic, telluric, or organic sphere, everywhere 
abounds with emblems, which, without any especial figure of 
speech, may be termed divine. Having already spoken of solar 
and organic cellules, and having also treated of the properties of 
the sphere, we need not here say any more as to the individual 
form of the great bodies of the cosmos. The light with which 
they are vestured, and the motion by which they are affected, 
are both indications o f the Divine life by which they are per­
vaded. To the eye of a sufficiently susceptible clairvoyante, our 
own blood circulation is equally “ firewinged,” and our organism 
as a whole, similarly vestured in “ light from heaven.”  The truth 
is, that darkness and opacity are relative, not absolute; they 
exist in us, and not in the objects we contemplate. Every work 
of God is divine; and so, had we but eyes to see it, ineffably 
radiant with the splendour, and glorious with the beauty of his 
faultless handiwork.

W e hear much in our day of democracy and equality, and we 
and our more immediate forefathers have seen many terrible 
revolutions produced in the attempted establishment of conditions 
of government and society, based on the principles supposed to 
be implied in these celebrated war-cries. But these phenomena 
are simply the gleam of the axe, as it is laid unto the root of 
the tree of our effete and corrupt political and social institutions. 
Nature knows nothing of equality. The solar system, the only 
cosmic arrangement with whose order and disposition we are 
intimately acquainted, is eminently hierarchical, with its central 
sun, circumambient planets, and dependent satellites, the mate­
rial reflection of moral conditions, that rule from the throne of 
God to the outermost limits of his ultimated creation.

Let us now, as in some previous sections of our inquiry, de­
scend from the cosmic to the telluric sphere, where we find that 
a marked characteristic of our Earth, as a planet, is its diurnal 
rotation, whereby it is distinguished from a satellite, and through 
which we have the expanding and diversified experiences of day 
and night. Now, what is day, with its roseate dawn and golden 
eve ? and we reply, that more immediately it is the analogue of 
the year, and yet more truly, though perchance, in a sense, more 
remotely, of an eonic period of creation. It is a direct revela­
tion to the sensuous eye of the material sphere, in all its details 
of form, and all its splendour of colour— a revelation primarily, 
be it observed, from the sun, whose reflected fight is really all 
that we see of any prospect, just as the glory of God is all that 
can be truly revealed to us by the sublimest expanses of crea­
tion. But what shall we say of night, that shrouds the nearer 
beauties, and yet unveils the remoter grandeur of the universe, 
which, but for its friendly mantle of transparent gloom, w’ould
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be for ever hidden from our gaze in excess of light ? Symbol 
of death, it shows that his pall of darkness shuts us in from the 
perishing things of time, that it may open to us the fadeless 
glories of eternity. W ith what beautiful propriety have the con­
stellations been used by the Oriental seers, as emblems of “  the 
many mansions” of the spirit land. They are the illuminated 
charter of our inheritance, the star-gemmed pages of God’s ever­
lasting testament, whereon his divine promises of final redemp­
tion and crowning mercy are inscribed in words of fire for the 
guidance and consolation of all generations.

But we have not yet decyphered and interpreted— what finite 
mind, indeed, can fully interpret, much less exhaust?— even the 
surface meaning of that sublime page of Divine symbolism, so 
gloriously embodied in the starry host of heaven, amidst whose 
radiant legions our own sun, so vast in volume, so magnificent 
in vesture, and so regal in power and position, when contem­
plated from a merely planetary standpoint, marches but as an 
undistinguished un it; for, rvhile thus unveiling the fiery splen­
dour of this great army of the sky, night also reveals another 
most significant fact— we allude to the vast interstices of space, 
by which not only its grander divisions, but its individual mem­
bers are separated from another. Space, empty space, the 
barren expanses of the universe, the mere parade ground over 
which suns and systems, sweep in their stupendous evolutions! 
O h ! my friends, let us rise above this gross materialism of 
thought. Space is not empty, on the contrary, it is pervaded in 
every direction by imponderable elements of the most refined, 
subtle, penetrating, and potent character. Across its azure 
fields fly “ the swift-winged arrows of light;” or, perhaps, more 
correctly, through its oceanic extenses roll those never-ceasing 
billows— “ vibrations,”  as we call them— that, breaking on the 
shores of worlds, foam up into light and splendour before the 
eyes of men. While through its vast expanses operate those 
mighty forces, which hold the Earths in their orbits, and on 
whose pivotal and subpivotal centres suns and planets revolve 
with an accuracy in which the waxing and waning centuries 
can detect no error, such is the undeviating regularity of their 
movement to the Orphic music of the spheres. Space, empty, 
barren! yes, doubtless of the ponderable forms of being, hut who 
shall say what force and fulness there is here of the imponder­
able phases of power and action, the apt and more immediate 
analogues of mind and spirit.

And what say the meteoric phenomena with which we are so 
familiar? Do not the clouds tell us that sorrow and misfortune 
are not all an evil, seeing that they are the vehicle of the fer­
tilizing rain, without which, did we enjoy perpetual sunshine, 
the now green and fruitful earth would be dry and adust as a
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parching desert. And not only has every cloud a silver lining, 
hut we know that it has also a sunny side, that which is heaven­
wards, showing that God’s apparent frowns are hut the masks of 
his brightest smiles. Yes, there is always sunshine above and 
beyond the cloud-shadow, just as there is perpetual day beyond 
the earth-shadow. Death and sorrow are for time, not for eter­
nity. And what is the rainbow, that most beautiful arch that 
will ever meet the eye of man in this tearful timesphere ? As 
was said long since by a priimeval poet, the bow of hope, belt­
ing the blackness of the storm-cloud with the bright and cheer­
ing promises of God, that the souls of men shall not be finally 
overwhelmed beneath the terrible deluge of their misfortunes. 
And what do we learn by the alternation of sunshine and shade 
— of storm and calm, to which earth and sky are so continually 
subjected? W hy, that joy  and sorrow, in ever-recurring change, 
are very properly and appropriately the lot of man in this mate­
rial sphere, above and beyond which are the shadowless light 
and everlasting calm of that supernal realm, where “ the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.”

It is doubtful if we have yet interpreted aright, the magnifi­
cent chemistry of the heavens, and the repeating cycle of purify­
ing transformations, to which it is continually giving birth. W e 
read in our sacred books that, at the call of the resurrection 
trump, the sea shall give up his dead; but we forget that this 
sublime event is being even now transacted every day, when 
from sunrise to sunset exhalations of stainless purity are rising 
from their graves in the azure plain, and ascending fire-winged to 
the cerulean altitudes, thence in due season, and after long jour- 
neyings, to descend once more, richly laden with a thousand 
blessings, to the performance of their beneficent duties on earth. 
“  Sown in corruption, and raised in glory,” may be said of these 
simple earth-powers, how much more, then, of those forms of 
conscious existence, whereof they are but the weak and inade­
quate emblems.

Let us clearly understand that every province of creation is a 
page in the great evangel of God, whose living thought is 
breathed into every sentence, and beams from every letter of 
this gorgeously illuminated volume of everlasting and exhaustless 
truth, whose real significance is limitless as the infinite mind of 
its Divine author. Hence it is that Nature is always fresh and 
fair to the poet and the artist, sublime and beautiful to the sage, 
sacred and mysterious to the seer, each man bringing with him 
his own modicum of power for the apprehension and solution of 
this arch-mystery of manifestation. Here, as in all else, it is 
suiim cuiquc. To the aligator his environment is a universe of 
ooze and mud; to the eagle, of moimtain peak and vast extend­
ing p la in ; to the demon, it is a hell; to the angel, a heaven—
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“ every eye seeing only what it brings with it the power to see.” 
How sweetly and easily his beautiful parables fell from the lips 
of the pure and high-souled Nazarene, distilling thence like even­
ing dew upon the fevered souls of suffering men through all 
succeeding generations ! And why ? because he brought a 
stainless soul, open as in the innocence and simplicity of child­
hood, to the contemplation of God’s great universe, whose divi­
nity thus responded freely to his own.

A ll things indicate that we live in a transitional, and therefore 
a comparatively weak age. A t the dawn of civilisation religion 
was science, and a day must come when science will be religion. 
The Yedic hymns demonstrate that the early patriarchs of the 
Aryan race saw a divine life beneath all physical phenomena; 
and a time must again come when it will be equally recognised, 
though, perchance, in a somewhat different form; for the cycle is 
but the promise whereof the epicycle is the fulfilment. But we, 
devoid alike of exalted inspiration or profound knowledge, have 
neither the insight of the vates nor the sage, and so content our 
shallow souls with the comparatively barren spectacle of a dead 
mechanism in place of a living and absolutely divine organism. 
W e don’t any longer believe that wind is the breath, and thun­
der the voice o f God— having exorcised this debasing supersti­
tion by duly repeating the formulae of a shallow science, that 
measuring the ultimate, fancies it has plumbed the depths of 
being. “ The laws of nature,” as commonly interpreted, simply 
eventuate in litanies of death, which the spiritually blind have 
been chanting to their own infinite satisfaction for the last two 
centuries, but which must, as we have said, at no remote period, 
be superseded by a true psalm of life, in which the significance 
of form and function, cosmic, telluric, and organic, will be duly 
recognised, and thus the great hieroglyphics of creation, the 
tables of the Divine law, written by the very finger of God, be 
restored to their former place in the holy of holies of that living 
temple, the soul of man.

The transforming power of death and resurrection has been 
often aptly illustrated by the change of the Grub into the 
Papilio, but such evolutions of the beautiful out of the unsightly 
are by no means confined to the sentient plane of being. The so- 
called inorganic sphere is equally rich in similar emblems. What, 
for example, can transcend the change of Earth’s venous blood, 
as it pours through her swollen and turbid rivers, into that aerial 
drapery which decks the glowing portals of the dawn, or falls in 
ever-changing folds of opaline around the golden gates of eve ? 
These, however, are instances of splendour and beauty to which 
the transforming power of resurrection may give birth. While 
in Earth’s newly-fallen mantle of spotless snow, at once the 
shroud ofthe old, and “ the wedding garment” of the new year,
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we may see in wliat robes of stainless purity the spirit may here­
after he clothed, when purged of its earthly dress, by adequate 
translations under the refining and exalting influence of the 
celestial Srin of infinite perfection.

The Peace question has been much agitated of late, and many 
eloquent addresses have been delivered on the evils of war, which 
its opponents seem almost to regard as something demonstrably 
abnormal, notwithstanding the evidence of history and tradition, 
that, from time immemorial, it has been a recurrent phenomenon 
in human affairs, blow, what is the voice of Nature on this sub­
ject? And she replies, The war of elements, the conflict of 
forces, eventuating in action and reaction, is everywhere, and 
notably in the thunder-storm. Here, too, the crisis is only the 
disease in manifestation under its acute form, although in this, 
as in much else, the superficial mistake effect for cause, and do 
battle with symptoms, when they should rather endeavour to 
amend or remove the conditions which produce it. The rever­
berating thunder and the roll of musketry, are only war in ulti- 
mates. I f  we would see it in first principles, we must look 
much deeper. In truth these are only the processes by. which 
Nature re-attunes her liarpstrings, which otherwise would, per­
chance, slacken into the sources of perpetual discord. Ah ! my 
peace friends, greatly do I respect your notions; profound is my 
reverence for your aspirations, but I fear the roots of this matter 
lie altogether beyond your ken in those depths, wherefrom war 
and controversy, as known to us, are transmitted results, at re­
moves, not yet to be precisely enumerated.

A  preacher on the instability of temporal greatness will never 
lack a text while the earthquake is recurrent. Solidity and 
fluidity are obviously but relative terms. W ith adequate force, 
the granitic foundations and superincumbent strata of the 
mightiest continents may be tossed into rolling billows, like 
the waters of the ocean beneath the breath of the tempest. In 
contemplating volcanic action, we must remember that cosmic 
vitality, at certain stages of intensity, implies actual combustion. 
Our great lava beds are, in all probability, merely telluric 
excreta, whose expulsion was absolutely necessary to the health 
and well-being of the globe as a planetary organism. And what 
are the tides but a species of telluric pulsation, a part of the 
systole and dyastole of the great heart of universal being, re­
peated, doubtless, on a much grander scale in the aerial and 
magnetic oceans, amidst whose comparatively stilly depths, we 
live through our cabined, cribbed and confined existence, but 
feebly conscious of the floods and ebbs through which the cos­
mos maintains its vitality and discharges its functions

W e have spoken of the Aurora as the promise, if not the ac­
tual commencement, of that magnetic vesture of light and glory,
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wherewith the earth, as a matured cosmic cellule, will hereafter 
he robed for her solar march through the more distant expanses 
of the empyreum. And what is this aurora but that nimbus 
wherewith traditional art has encircled the heads of saints and 
saviours from time immemorial, the aura of vital force, the 
crown of spiritual splendour, always perceptible to the sensitives 
of Reichenbach, even in the case of ordinary men, but sometimes 
manifested in such force and intensity through archecstatics, as 
to become more or less visible even to common beholders. And 
what is that royal robe of fadeless splendour wherein our solar 
father even now sits on his fiery throne, a celestial potentate, 
whose provinces are worlds. And we reply that it finds its 
analogue in the Odic light which beams so mildly from all vital 
forms, and wherewith God’s holy prophets and Messianic mes­
sengers have, according to the legends of many faiths, been seen 
occasionally glorified and transfigured in their more favoured 
moments of prayerful adoration and rapt exaltation.

Let us here again remember that it is one divine life which 
pervades alike the animalcule and the man, the world and the 
universe, and that all phenomena are but this life in mani­
festation through the discharge of its various functions. The 
phosphorescence of the summer sea, the glowworm’s mildly 
beaming lamp of love, the starry brightness of the midnight 
sky, and the dazzling splendour of the mid-day sun, are alike 
the effects of this omnipresent vitality, the evidence of its exist­
ence, and the test of its intensity.

W e talk in our baby tongues of the glory of the universe, and 
sometimes speak as if it had been almost duly reflected in 
poetry and art. Alas ! the simplest revelations of a good clair- 
voyante may suffice to show us that our sublimest prospects are 
shrouded in wintry gloom, and that the brightest splendours we 
can ever witness with the bodily eye are but as the shadows of 
some dun eclipse. Nevertheless, these dim reflections of the 
glories of the spirit-land have their significance, as a part of the 
Divine symbolism of the universe, which, if wise,' we shall not 
wholly neglect. W ho that has watched the glorious galaxy of 
heaven, slowly fading in the light of dawn, can doubt that at our 
advent in time, through the process of birth, we leave the gran­
deur of eternity behind, its everlasting splendours being gradu­
ally dimned in the increasing brightness of that solar radiance 
which reveals the nearer and more contracted scenery of earth. 
And who that has seen the shadows of evening steadily flooding 
the valleys, and ultimately submerging the mountains as with a 
rapidly rising tide of darkness, and has observed that, while ter- 
restial objects waned, stellar splendours were restored, can 
doubt that death unveils the sublimities of antenatal experi­
ence to the liberated spirit of the returning exile, wending home-
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ward to our Father’s mansion in the skies. Even the simple 
fact that, by descending into a sufficiently deep pit, you may see 
the stars by daylight, is not without its significance in reference 
to sorrow and suffering, as gateways through which we may at 
least approach, if not enter, the heaven-land of everlasting rest. 
W hile the radiant beauty of sunrise and the solemn grandeur of 
sunset, may suffice to show us that birth and death are alike 
matter for jubilation on the plane of Nature, each being, hr truth, 
a process o f renewal and restoration, when contemplated from 
the standpoint of advent rather than departure.

(T o  be continued.)

THE IDEAL AND THE REAL:
A REMINISCENCE.

B orne on tlie wandering wing of memory,
I visit oft, at midnight’s pensive hour,
The home to which my heart turns as the leaf 
Towards the light—or rather, I might say,
As spirit parted from its fleshly form—
Heedless of space, condition, circumstance— 
Deserts the fair abodes of blessedness 
To linger round the loved ones left below.
Even so, my soul doth cleave to thee, old home! 
And linger fondly o’er thee, loth to leave.
Thou wer’t a cosy bield, though reckon’d but 
A shepherd’s shieling on a Highland moor;
I see before me yet thy lowly roof 
With humble rushes thatch’d, and here and there 
A verdant patch where moss and vagrant weeds, 
Tenacious squatters, blossom’d all the year;
The white-plumed groundsel, and the tender green 
Of chick-weed, dear to little haunting birds 
In winter, and for which they chirp’d and sang 
Right merrily at dawn or day’s decline.
Here, too, the swallows, -when the west winds blew 
Sweet odours from the firs, shot swiftly past,
And as they flew scann’d wistfully the eaves 
And windows’ sheltered nooks for last year’s nests.
Crowning its sloping roof, a ridge of turf 
Lifted its sky-line, crooked as our hills,
Or dromedary’s back, at its far end—
All brown and bare of grass—it grew into 
A sod-built chimney, from wdiose ebon throat 
Arose in playful wreaths with upward curl,
The peaty incense of our cottage fire.
That pungent smoke whose memory haunts us still, 
Recalls to us the joys of other years,
Nor less affects the healthy appetite 
Of humble wayfarer upon the moor.
And when the air was calm and skies were blue,
It hung about the eaves so dream-like, till
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It blended with, the welkin's bluer blue.
Well I remember yet how when a child 
I used to watch in fancy its blue spire 
Ascending 'gainst the back-ground of the hill,
Close followed by my thought, till it became 
No longer visible; yet still with it ■
I clamb from rock to rock, and steep to steep ;
For from my earliest years that mountain wall 
Had been to me a standing mystery.
And oft I longed with eager feet to scale 
Its boulder’d sides that steeply, sternly rose 
Behind our cottage, blending with the sky 
Its far-off summit, dim, and seldom seen;
For there, like anchoring ships, the passing clauds 
Would muster and unfurl their ghostly sails, j 
That drooping heavily come rolling down 
In wreathing vapour like our chimney smoke,
But whiter and more dense, which then awoki  ̂
Imagination in my youthful soul,
And wizard-like from the invisible,
Rose at my call shapes weird and wonderful,
That stalked along the dim hill-side, or clomb 
The mist-clad crags in which I lay concealed;
Or perch’d on some high peak, methought I gazed 
On sunny islands, such as Mirza saw,
Bloom out of mist-hid hollows and dim seas, 
Revealing pictur’d landscape, tower, and tree, 
With silver lake and frith spread gloriously 
'Mid fadeless fields where white-robed angels glide, 
And gleesome children sport the wdiole day long.
'Twas thus my boyish fancy far outgrew 
All sense of danger, such as being lost,
Or left alone with Nature on the Mils,
Till I resolved undaunted to attempt 
The path my father took at early morn,
As was 1ns wont, to view his little flock 
Of sheep and lambs wide-scatter’d on the hills.
One day when far away upon his rounds,
My mother busy at her spinning-wheel,
And tMnking that I played—and so I did,
The truant though—I quietly sped along 
The grey-stone fence that girt our garden round, 
Save where it yields a passage for the burn,
The which I crossed, and on its farther side 
Began the steep ascent to scenes unknown.
With toddling step, and slow up, up, I toil’d 
Admiring as I went the fair wild flowers 
That met my gaze, a beauteous sisterhood, 
Nodding as if to greet me, one by one,
At my approach; but more than all the rest,
One bonnie wee blue flower—loved even yet— 
Spoke to my heart as if to cheer me on.
At length I sat me down, partly to rest,
And partly to collect the bright-hued flowers;
For there the cannacli sported its wliite plumes, 
Like fairy banners waving in the wind;
These with the orchis and the pale blue cups
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Of butterwort I gathered, while the heath 
Shone with a yellow splendour not its own,
The golden tint of tormentilla blooms.
There, too, beside the rill, the saxafrage 
Draped the grey boulder with its fringe of gold;
And there the snowy-lined pamassia,
The poet’s flower, whose veined chalice burns 
With that rare zone of gleaming emeralds.
Thus occupied, my limbs regained new strength.
And then within my soul I felt once more 
The eager spur of curiosity.
Above me, dizzy height surmounting height,
Dark hill succeeding hill; meanwhile the path,
Though visible perhaps to trained eye,
No trace afforded me, yet I held on 
Past boulders hoary with the flatten’d fronds,
Of stony lichens—grey, but not with years,
Till, faint with toil, and limbs that sorely ached,
I quite lost heart. To add to my distress,
On looking back I could no longer see 
My cottage home, nor yet its cultured croft.
A sense of utter loneliness comes o’er 
My venturous spirit, while along the heath 
All desolate, a nameless terror crept.
Whether to turn my steps, or brave anew 
The steep ascent, or downhill make for home,
I knew not, it seem’d all so like a dream;
But, while I pondered, suddenly there came 
Dowm from the liill-top, veil’d in heavy clouds,
A wall of mist, rolling majestically 
Sheer down the mountain side, svdft blotting out 
Bock, bush, and brake, flower, heath, and rushing stream, 
Leaving to me no more of mother Earth 
Than a few yards of sterile-stunted heath.
Stunn’d and bewilder’d, there I sat me down,
And breathless -waited, till methought I heard 
A muffled growl that made my blood run cold 
And as I gaz’d with straining eye, there grew'
Out of the mist a shadowy giant form,
Leaning upon a staff that might have been 
Mast for a ship, or stem of some fair tree;
While in advance of him, foot poised to strike,
Glared a huge lion with up-rising mane.
Ere I could move my hand, one sudden spring 
He made—I fell, and then I knew no more,
For I had swoon’d ; but when I woke, what joy !
To find me cradled in my father’s arms,
While Rover round me leapt and wagg’d his tail,
And barked, beside himself, to find me there.
My father chid me in his kindly way ;
But when I told him of my long desire 
To scale the hill and see what la}r beyond,
He looked well-pleased, and mounting me upon 
His manly shoulder, strode right up the hill:
To him a task how easy, knowing -well 
Each crag and scaur, and boulder-bedded stream ;

Yol. IY. 17
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Nor darkness, driving storm, or mountain mist 
Could damp his manly heart, or turn his steps 
When love or sterner duty led the way.
I ’ll ne’er forget that novel mountain ride 
Under the archway of the melting mist,
Whose lifted skirt began to trail along
The neighbouring heights, revealing tlieir dim forms;
While on the mountain top, high overhead,
One calm blue patch of sky shone window-like.
And when at length the summit we had gain’d,
We paused and watched the mist-sea down beneath 
Its ghostly waters ’gainst the mountains dash,
Then hurry towards the pass as if pursued;
For from the west had sprung the light-heel’d breeze, 
While through the parted clouds the summer sun, 
With living radiance flooded all the vale.
Charm’d with the bright’ning prospect, now I turned 
To feast my fancy on the world beyond,
No longer hid by intervening hills,
But spread in boundless prospect, and—woe’s me! 
Instead of sleeping lakes and sunny isles,
A dreary waste of treeless, houseless heath,
Bounded by hills more dismal than our own,
With rushy swamps of wide extent between,
That scarce grew herbage fora few poor sheep.
Thus face to face with stern reality,
My boyish dream melted as did the mist,
Away into the vast invisible.
Disgusted, disappointed, wearily,
I laid me down and with vexation wept.
Wept bitter tears, the which I strove to hide 
With hands firm clasp’d upon my tear-wet face.
In vain, for well I knew my father guess’d 
As with provoking smile he lifted me 
Upon his knee, the while with cheerful look,
He drew my attention to our native vale,
From which the mist had sailed away and loft 
It basking in the sunlight’s golden glow;
While, far below, my father pointed out 
Our own lov’d cottage in its nestling nook 
Of greenery—a perfect oasis.
Then from his breast he drew mysteriously 
A shining tube, which, lengthening in his hands,
He to his eye adjusted, then to mine,
Grown wonder-wide the while—he bade me look, 
And lo! our little cot seem’d close at hand,
While like a vision from its rustic porch 
Out came my mother, looking wistfully,
With hand held o’er her eyes, as if to shade 
Them from the light, while eagerly they scann'd 
The dim hill-side in quest of her lost boy.
Deeply impress’d by that which I had seen,
I threw myself into my father’s arms ;
My mother’s grief was tugging at my heart,
And like a maguet her affection drew 
Me from myself, while in my secret soul 
It made me feel how foolish I had been.
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Rising in. haste, I took my father's hand,
And drew him quickly down the dizzy steep,
But not for long, for soon my failing limbs 
Began to flag, and I was fain once more 
To accept his stalwart shoulder for a steed.
And thus we made swift progress down the hill,
Rover delighted, bounding far a-head,
To give the warning-note of our approach.
But still, the great event was yet to come ;
Rounding the corner of a jutting crag,
I saw, and with a frantic shout of joy,
Leapt like a bird into my mother’s arms.
Thus have I found—perchance shall ever find—
That hope’s bright heav’n lies not beyond the hills,
Seas, continents, suns, systems, starry zones,
But in the home where loving human hearts 
Beat loyally in tune, and in the soul 
That rests in child-like confidence in Him,
Who is at once its Father, Friend, and God!

J ames N icholson.

“  DIVINUM HUMANUM IN CREATION.”
R emarks on a R eview in  “ The R ecipient ” f o r  J a n u a ry , 1870, o f  a  

B o o k  entitled  “  D ivinum H umanum in Creation.”  *

I f an enquirer wishes to find a good book on a religious or metaphy­
sical question, let him look in the “ Index Expurgatorius,” and take 
any one of the many books condemned in that limbo of heretical authors 
on the subject required. A book of manifest evil tendency, or a feebly 
written treatise, can safely be left to the judgment of the world. Books 
in the “ Index” are such as the “ faithful” might be tempted to peruse, 
to the danger, if not of their own souls, of the prosperity of the Romish 
Church— a much more serious matter. The condemnation of books 
among Protestants is somewhat different. The censor is an individual 
only. He is backed by no conclave whose dictum shall be taken as the 
voice of the Church, and as he has an instinctive knowledge that his 
power is small and liis time short, he usually endeavours to compensate 
for lack of authority by a virulence of expression that never is used 
against a really bad book, and has never yet hurt a good one. Such a 
notice of a book, entitled “ Divinum Humanum in Creation,” called my 
attention to it. I had not seen the book before I read a notice of it in 
a small publication, entitled “ T h e R ec ip ien t : a Quarterly Medium of 
Greeting and Friendly Communications between Christians in all parts 
of the World where the English Language is spoken, who espouse the 
Doctrines and Principles, and yearn for the Life of the New Jerusalem 
Dispensation.”

This publication is, as the initiated will perceive from the title, a 
zealous advocate of New Church doctrine, and of the spiritual sense of 
the Scriptures as expounded by Emanuel Swedenborg, but differs from 
other organs of that sect by its warm advocacy of the revelations of T.

* London: J. Burns. 3s. 6d.
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L. Harris respecting “ internal respiration,” and the “ celestial sense of 
the Word.” A simple-minded person might be apt to think that as the 
natural sense of Scripture tends to make, and has made pre-eminently 
good men, much more ought a knowledge of the spiritual sense affect 
for good the minds of its receivers, and still more the reception of the 
celestial sense. To be sure, there must in these latter senses, as there 
is even in the natural, be knowledge transcending our capacities, and 
none the less useful on that account; for the lilies of the field have un­
speakable influences for good over us, notwithstanding our ignorance 
of much wisdom taught through them to higher intelligences. One 
thing, however, we have a right to expect even from a Christian— 

“ Who knows, and knows no more, his Bible true,”
— and that is, common courtesy to his brethren and sisters of the same 
Father, whether their home be in the natural or the spiritual world, for 
even the good heathens render as much as that to their brethren ; and 
when we find the editor of the only publication in the world which vin­
dicates the claims of new knowledge respecting heavenly breathing and 
the celestial sense of Scripture, deficient in ordinary courtesy to whom 
or to what does not accord with his knowledge or judgment, we need 
not be surprised at people saying, “  Talk no more to us of a spiritual 
or of a celestial sense; what we desiderate in religious literature is a 
little more common sense, leading to common courtesy, such as we ex­
pect and can find among men without any superior pretence to religious 
knowledge.” “ But, friend,”  we may rejoin, “ don’t rashly come to the 
conclusion, because some one who professes to have received celestial 
knowledge manifests very uncelestial tendencies, that there is either no 
such knowledge, or that it is powerless for good.” You may in your 
haste, when walking down a muddy lane, quarrel with the rain from 
heaven, because it enables the dust to become mud, which splashes 
you from head to heel, only remember that the same rain is falling on 
many cultured fields and gardens, and increasing sustenance and beauty. 
The rain must fall on the dusty road, and make it thereby worse than 
before, if only to induce you to aid in making the path better, and 
though the unmended way shows the effects of the heavenly gift only in 
muddy pools, so that there is—

“ Water, water everywhere,
And not a drop to drink,”

you shall receive the benefits elsewhere in a better form.
As the people of Israel were enjoined to deal kindly with strangers, 

because they themselves had been strangers in Egypt, so it may rea­
sonably be expected of “  recipients ” of new truth, that they should be 
more than others slow to deal coldly or unkindly with any strange 
truth sincerely professing to come in the name of the Lord, however 
new the form of its appearance; but there ever has been in sects the 
representative of the “ rough” in mining districts, who, when a new 
face appears in the village, cries, “ There goes a stranger, heave half a 
brick at him.”

To any one who has read the book and has not seen the review in 
the R ecip ien t, the author’s expectation of strong censure, as expressed 
in pages 145 and 171, must seem very unlikely to be realised—
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“ It is our privilege to bear this witness to earth. Freely we offer our 
back to the smiter; for we are encased in an armour of strength invulner­
able to any malice of earth; we are well aware that it will be expended 
upon us..................Every human being is his own revelator; he inter­
prets his own nature as that nature requires and suggests; he sees the 
Divine Being with the eye that Being has given him. His brother man 
delineates his conception of God and says, ‘ This is my God.’ The other 
replies, ‘ Yes, that is a good representation of God, but I never saw Him like 
that before.’ . . . .  But we exhibit our portraiture to another observer, 
and tell him ‘ That is God.’ Ho is alarmed, and turneth away, saying,
‘ This is Beelzebub.’ ”

Though there is not a little that may appear new and strange, even 
to those acquainted with spiritualistic writings, there is really nothing 
in the book that seems calculated to arouse indignation and wrath on the 
part of a reviewer, and certainly it will arouse no such feelings in any man 
who reads it as the author rightly desires it should be read: “ We 
desire only that our record be perused with holy feeling, and with a 
calm understanding.” No book ought to be perused with an unholy 
feeling and perturbed mind. Well, the editor of the R ecip ien t has read 
the book from beginning to end, and he has found no good thing in it. 
Nothing but evil, and evil of such a kind that he requires such epithets 
as the following to fitly characterise it, its author, and medium :—-

“ A lying spirit—Incongruous spirit make-believes—Wily falsehoods ut­
tered for evil purposes—This spirit’s purpose of making out a clear (or muddy) 
path for men and women to go on sinning at the suggestion, and by the 
impulse of their lusts, while the conscience is quieted by a spirit’s autho­
rity, self-called ‘ an angel’s,’ for laying all the blame on God—The tendency 
of this book is to give license to all kinds of evil—The real author is in hell, 
from whence these ‘ infallible ’ instructions reach the subject-dictator by the 
line of the infernal magnetic telegraph—Blasphemous statements and crooked 
perversions of divine and sacred things, are so flagrant and revolting, &c.— 
Deluded and enslaved medium.”
With much more of the same kind of rhetoric. Well, the disciple is not 
above his Lord—

“ They called him ‘ fellow,’ and ‘ this man,’
‘ Deceiver,’ and ‘ a devil,’

I ’m sorry you have learn’d their plan,
And fallen to their level.”

Surely there is nothing that has ever been written, or can be written, 
that will justify a Christian man to publish such expressions, any more 
than anything that can be said or done will justify profane swearing. 
Indeed, no such virulence of expression has ever been written except 
against what has afterwards come to be acknowledged as good and true; 
for whatsoever is more than yea and nay cometh of evil, and brings 
with it its own qualities of blindness to, and enmity against, the truth. 
We aid the evil one most effectually when we go to his armoury in the 
name of the Lord for weapons, rather than to the armoury of the Holy 
Spirit, whose emblem is the dove. Angels, who are greater in power and 
might, dare not bring a railing accusation against the embodied power 
of evil himself. Nevertheless, let us see what show of justification the 
reviewer adduces from the book itself illustrative of its “ dense false­
hoods;” for, perhaps, a little light thrown on passages quoted may
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show them not so harmful as they appear when viewed in dense dark­
ness.

As regards many of the passages quoted, it is difficult to see what 
he regards as the objectionable statement, even when he quotes fairly, 
which is not always the case, as, for instance, the following extract from 
page 98 of the book:—

“  The doctrines we enunciate are eminently practical, for they embody 
the Deity in every existing form. God is in the world. God as our Father, 
Mother, Brother, Sister. Shall it be said, in this belief there is no incen­
tive to virtue, and no discouragement to vice? Be it s o ; there is none (!) ”
Here the quotation ends, with the reviewer’s note of exclamation, fol­
lowed by his remarks about the “ exceedingly hurtful” and unpractical 
nature of the book. As my object is different from the reviewer’s, I 
continue the paragraph—

“ Be it so, there is none. Do we need one or the other? Recompense 
is an abomination, to be shunned by every just one of the earth. Take the 
bribe if it be good to thee; but ask not God to take it for thee. God works 
in godliness, and what is that principle working in ungodliness ? The answer 
is obvious. The evil do not possess God, because they do not possess good; 
and nothing that is not good can possess continuous life. It is good alone 
which lives ; and even the earth-life of an evil person is chequered with the 
rudiments of undeveloped virtue."
It may be admitted that this is not the kind of “ incentive to virtue 
and discouragement to vice” which appeals to many minds, but it is 
one very likely to be set forth by an angelic spirit.

The spirit-author propounds a theory of the nature of man and woman, 
and their relation to each other, which, though not opposed to anything 
written by Swedenborg, is most in harmony with the teaching of Jacob 
Bohme. The reviewer refers us for sound doctrine on this subject to 
a paper by himself in the same number. Thanks, but I had rather not 
read it. I believe with the Apostle James that a fountain cannot, “ at 
the same place, send forth sweet water and bitter; ”  and I am not desirous 
of receiving knowledge of the spiritual relation of men and women from 
one who can treat the writings of one woman in such a manner.

In “ Divinum Humanum,” the relation of evil to good and its provi­
dential uses, are freely and philosophically treated. I have no idea 
that an intelligent receiver of Swedenborg’s writings will find anything 
in this volume contrary to what Swedenborg says regarding evil and 
its uses. Thus, in the treatise on “ Divine Providence,” paragraph 19, 
he says—

“  That which is good and, at the same time, in truth is something; and
that which is evil and, at the same time, in falsity is nothing.........................
As the wicked have no power, the universal hell before the Lord is not only 
as nothing, but it is really nothing as to power. That it is so, I  have Seen 
confirmed by much experience. It is wonderful, however, that all the wicked 
think themselves powerful.” (234) “ That evils are permitted for a certain 
end, which is salvation.” (285) “ That the Divine Providence is equally with 
the wicked and the good.” (308) “ That the Divine Providence neither appro­
priates evil nor good to any one, but that self-derived prudence appropriates 
both.”

Thus, as the reviewer for once truly remarks, “ this laying of the blame
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of all evil upon God is not by any means confined to this series of 
books (those by the author of ‘ Divinum Humanum ’) among the pro­
ductions of the press of late years; others have also tried to show that 
‘ whatever is, is right,’ in the sense of being as God has designed it to 
be.” Quite right, only we should hardly have expected to hear this 
objection from a professed receiver of Swedenborg’s writings. If one 
who simply believed in his Bible had urged the objection, we could 
easily have replied— No, the doctrine is not new, for have you not 
read what the patriarch Joseph said respecting the unbrotherly and 
wicked act of selling him as a slave ?— Now, therefore, be not grieved 
nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me, for God did send me before 
you to preserve life. . . . So, now, it was not you that sent me hither 
but God.” Then the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, David’s numbering 
the people, the lying spirit in the mouths of the prophets, the trials of 
Job, and many other things relatively evil, and meant by the immediate 
actors to work evil, are all said to be of the Lord, because he made 
them subservient to good. “  Is there evil in a city, and the Lord hath 
not done it ? ” “ I form the light, and create darkness ; I make peace, 
and create evil: I, the Lord, do all these things.” Is it not more in 
accordance with a true faith in God’s providence, as well as in the teach­
ing of Scripture to believe that, in relation to the whole, and thus in rela­
tion to God,“ Whatever is, is right, in the sense of being as God has de­
signed it to be,” than to believe in something right and something wrong— 
some events as God would have them, and others as He would not have 
them ? It seems to me that Atheism and devil-worship lies in the 
direction of the latter faith. It is a relative truth that our Lord by 
wicked hands was crucified and slain ; but it is an absolute truth that 
no man took his life from him; that by his own will and power he 
laid it down and took it up, and that the wicked hands had no power at 
all, except the power given from above.

As regards the uses of evil in the work of regeneration, the spirit- 
author says (page 203):—-

“ Mortality is strife with evil. Remove the source of contention, of trial, 
of temptation, the stimulus to exertion, the necessity for watchfulness and 
prayer—what would life be, what could it be? What manner of man is 
that who hath committed no sin—who is not conscious of the possibility of 
sinning? That man is Jesus Christ; that Man is within us, and is the 
interior constituent of our being; wre feed upon him, otherwise we have no 
life.”

We need not wonder at strong objections being urged, even by sin­
cere admirers of Swedenborg’s writings generally, against what he says, 
are “ legitimate, just, and truly excusatory” licenses to concubinage, for 
as his latest biographer, and warm, though discriminate admirer, justlj 
observes, “ It would be hard to say who might not (on such grounds) 
find an excuse for concubinage; but we may well be astonished that one 
who has written a pamphlet wholly defending Swedenborg’s teaching on 
that subject, should assert that the book before us contains “  teeming 
profusion of all kinds of licenses to evils of life,” when there is not from 
the first page to the last, either directly or indirectly, the slightest word 
of encouragement to evil, whether in general or in particular.
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The reviewer quotes the following sentences from pages 24 and 
26 :—

“ Natural life is in natural breath, spiritual life in spiritual breath, and 
in the celestial mode of existence there is breath likewise; for celestial men 
—‘ angels of the Lord’—breathe in nature, in Eden, and in their heavenly 
paradises. They draw their breath in all states—simultaneously inhale 
God’s holy atmosphere as men, spirits, and as angels. They are as God, 
having no fin ite  lim itation (!) ”

“ Be not alarmed to hear that ‘ angels of the Lord,’ as witnessed to in 
ancient writ, are with you now, as intimately as ever they were with your 
scriptural ancestry. The consequence of your not beholding them with 
your natural vision is, that you do not believe in their present existence. 
But you do not see Christ, yet you believe in his existence in and within 
you (!) ”

It is difficult, even aided by the reviewer’s italics and notes of excla­
mation, to see in the above sentences an illustration of the “  evil ten­
dencies,” or the “  dense falsehoods,” of the book. So far as an angel 
is in God and God in him, he has no finite limitations, for he knows 
and acknowledges that his life is from the Infinite. Swedenborg tells 
us that the angels whose appearances are recorded in the Old Testa­
ment, being filled with Deity, believed themselves to be God, and re­
ceived Divine honour from those to whom they came. As to the second 
extract, does not the review'er believe that angels are with us now ?

“ Again,” he says, “ on pages 28 and 29, we have the slimy insinua­
tion, ‘ Ye shall be as gods,’ in all its subtilty.” I do not find any such 
insinuation in these pages, or in any other page of the book. The ser­
pent’s promise, like all others from the same source, is so very mean 
and poor that it is utterly unworthy of being offered to any man in 
God’s image even as a bribe. “ A s  gods! ” why, even of the Jews, who 
received but partially the words of Jehovah, it is said by the inspired 
Psalmist, “ Ye are gods,” and our Lord, in the New Testament, con­
firms the Psalmist’s words. But those who receive and keep His Word 
of Life can confidently look forward to a higher destiny. “  I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be one in us, even as thou, Father, 
art in me and I thee ”— “ Members of his flesh and of his bones.” To 
us there is but one God, one real humanity— the Divine Humanity— 
in whom we shall, when regenerated, find ourselves living intelligent 
members, branches of the True Vine. To prove his charge the reviewer 
quotes from page 28 as follows

“ The natural mind is shocked at this implied proximity to God—tins 
union with Him. It would fain contemplate Him as a wholly Divine Being, 
as far removed from its own debased condition as it is possible to be. Yet 
it desires to live in God; but to he God is awful—degrading to the God of 
its accustomed contemplation. Nevertheless it is a truth that God is in us. 
Language is at variance in this matter; for by what power do we live, move, 
and have our being, save in God ? Is there any place where He is not— 
any power that He does not possess—any vitality extraneous to Deity ? 
How vain, then, are our mortal fears of approaching too nigh unto the Most 
High God; for we find there is and can be but one only Being in existence 
—God infinite, also fin ite  ( !)"

Yes, as the spirit-writer goes on to explain, finited in man as he was 
United, and yet infinite in Christ. The “ Divine Esse” is infinite;
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the “  Divine Existere” is finited on every plane of life. “  1 In the view 
of creation depicted in this booh, God is all in all; there is nothing that 
is not God’ (!)” Well, can the reviewer tell us what is not God? 
Everything apart from Him, it may be said; but there is nothing 
really apart from Him; evil, as Swedenborg says, is nothing. It is 
true that there is nothing singly and considered as separate from Deity 
that is to be called God, for “ God is all in all,” as the Apostle 
Paul teaches. Speaking of our realisation of this truth, the apostle 
uses the future tense ; but God is unchangeable, consequently He can 
be nothing in the future that He is not now and has not been from 
eternity.

“ God is in the work of this page; the hand that traces these letters 
is the hand of God.” It may frankly be admitted that such a sentence 
must appear rather startling to religious people generally, who regard 
themselves as their own and God as a Being wholly apart from them in 
some distant locality called “ Heaven.” Possibly none but an angel or 
angel-spirit would have dared to put the truth in that form, at least, in 
our day. For we must remember that substantially the same truth 
is taught by Paul in words quite as bold, only we have got accustomed 
to read these as well as many other words of Christ and his apostles 
without attaching much meaning to them. It is well, then, that old 
truths should come up before us for our acceptance or rejection, accord­
ing as we have or have not the life of the truth within us. “  It is not 
ye that speak,” says our Lord to his disciples, “  but the spirit of your 
Father that speaketh in you.” “ W hat!” says St. Paul, “ know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? For ye are bought 
with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body, and in your spirit 
which are God’s.”  “  Know ye not that your bodies are the members 
of Christ ? ” “  He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” Alas !
we may say, alas ! Paul we do not know it ; we think our bodies are 
our own, and we defile them ; we think our hands are our own, and we 
work evil works, and write uncharitable words against our brethren and 
against the truth. We even attribute blasphemy to one who confirms 
thy sayings. But is there not, it may be objected, danger of such a 
truth leading to fanaticism ? Yes, if exclusively appropriated. The 
fanatic is one who says not merely “ the Holy Ghost speaks through 
me,” for to that claim he may have a right, but “  the Holy Ghost 
speaks through me on ly , and not through you who hear me.” George 
Fox claimed to speak from the indwelling Spirit—the Holy Spirit—but 
he made no exclusive claim, and the works of his followers showed that 
he and they made no false claim.

“ God is nature, and He is spirit, and H e is. Without Him—indepen­
dent of Him is vacuity, and what—where that is, may be answered by every 
man in existence—Nothing—Nowhere. ‘ Leave all and follow Me.’ Whom 
else can we follow, seeing that He who gave utterance to these words is our 
Creator, Saviour—our inner Being, in whom is life, and out of whom is— 
not death, but nonentity, non-existence?”

Of this passage the reviewer says, “  Here we see Pantheism taught 
under the cover of pretended Christianity.” Possibly, but there are 
two kinds of Pantheism— a higher and a lower. The lower is Atheism
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under another name, as it denies the existence of a personal Supreme 
Spirit; the higher Pantheism regards God as a personal deity, and as 
“ all in all”—the only substance, the only real existence in the uni­
verse, for He is the Universe of Being, yet Man, the only Man, the 
visible universe being merely a faint shadow of his attributes. Perhaps 
the reviewer does not know that some of the most intelligent receivers 
of Swedenborg’s writings, among whom are C. A. Tulk, and Henry 
James, advocate the higher Pantheism as the real teaching of Sweden­
borg. It is certainly the Pantheism of the volume before us, the Pan­
theism of one of the latest utterances of England’s most popular living 
poet:—

“ The sun, the moon, the stars, the seas, the hills and the plains—
Are not these, O Soul, the vision of Him who reigns?
Is not the vision He ? tho’ He be not that which He seems ?
Dreams are true while they last, and do we not live in dreams?

Speak to Him thou, for He hears, and spirit with spirit can meet— 
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands or feet.

And the ear of man cannot hear, and the eye of man cannot see;
But if we could see and hear, this Vision—-were it not He?”

The reviewer complains, not that there is nothing about “ discreet 
degrees” and “ correspondence” in the volume, hut that they are not 
set forth in the way he thinks right, which is very likely. These doc­
trines, as “ Old School” Swedenborgians have been accustomed to hear 
them from the pulpit, have become a wearing to flesh and spirit, but, 
no doubt, there are some receivers so accustomed to get truths about 
degrees and correspondence in such a crude form, that they are not 
able to recognise them when dissolved and diffused as sweetness among 
other truths.

In the preceding number of the R ecijrient, the reviewer tells us, “ For 
several years past we have been again and again asked our opinion 
about them ”— (the writings of the author of “ Divinum Humanum” )— 
“  but a special indication given in a dream, under somewhat peculiar 
circumstances, about eight years ago, has precluded this up to the pres­
ent time.”  One is naturally curious to know whether the restriction, 
as it seems to have been, was removed before the writer began to break 
his reserve of eight years. Was the dream like unto Laban’s respecting 
Jacob, “ See that thou speak'not to Jacob either good or bad” ? or 
like the dream of Pilate’s wife?

But leaving conjecture and the reviewer, it may not be amiss to say 
a few words concerning the book reviewed. No Swedenborgian, and 
no one who believes in the phenomena of modern Spiritualism ever, 
I suppose, doubted for a moment that this and previous volumes by the 
same writer were written in the manner stated. Indeed, one may go 
further and say it is utterly impossible, considering the style and tenor 
of those writings, that they could have been written in any ordinary 
way. The thought is essentially masculine, and above the sphere of 
feminine thought, while the style is essentially feminine, such as no 
man would he likely to adopt and continue. The style is not attractive,
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judged by a literary standard. What book of germinal truth ever was 
written in an attractive style ? It is as if the author cared not so much 
for the form in which he expresses his thought, as for the truths which 
he communicates. So far as the subjects treated of are within the 
sphere of the reader’s comprehension, the thought is clearly enough 
expressed. I have read the works * previously published by the writer, 
and though I regard “  Divinum Humanum,” &c., as the best, yet there 
is more originality and coherence of thought in the books as a whole 
than in any other professedly mediumistic books I have yet read.

The next question is, Who, or what is the author? The easiest reply 
that I think can be given is, that the author is just what he claims to 
be. Not an angel; for the reviewer’s “  self-styled ‘ an angel’ ” is en­
tirely his mistake— so far, at least, as this volume is concerned. The 
spirit-author says expressly (page 199), “ lam a spirit, not an angel.” 
According to his teaching, an angel is two in one— the masculine and 
feminine united for ever in the heavens. The author claims to be the 
spirit’s counterpart of the writer dwelling in her life-sphere, and that at 
her decease they twain will form one angel. This may or may not be 
the fact; on due consideration I think it is most likely. At all events, 
the author must be an angelic-spirit. For any one to read through the 
volume without prejudice, and to conclude that “ the real author is in 
hell” is simply absurd. I wish most heartily that— the teaching of the 
book being as it is— such a conclusion could be substantiated, for then 
hell itself must have been cast into the fire of the Divine love, and 
come forth seven times purified-—“ a little heaven below.” The author 
is not a diabolous— a slanderer or accuser of the brethren; for there is 
no word of accusation against any person or party ; not a Satan-adver- 
sary or opposer, for he opposes no one.

Suppose the origin of the book to be what it claims, how are we to 
regard its teaching? Just as you would regard the teaching of any 
other book written by a good man on earth. The spirit-author claims 
nothing more. “ I am not,” he says, in the preface, “ exclusive in my 
function, neither is she in hers, for all spirits and all mortals are simi­
larly constituted. There is but one created rule of life for every living 
soul. The outward manifestation is exceptional, and is the only speci­
ality in our case.” And on the last page, “ The sayings may alarm the 
timid; but the strong in faith will not fear to ponder on their deep 
significance, and, if not true to them, they will be justified in their 
rejection.” Swedenborg says that he received nothing of his doc­
trines from any spirit or angel, but from the Lord alone, and it is just 
as incumbent on every Christian to receive nothing on the mere autho­
rity of any man, spirit, or angel, but from the Lord alone. Indeed, there 
can be no other true reception of goodness and truth. Our Lord says 
of his disciples, “  They shall be all taught of God; whosoever, there­
fore, hath learned of the Father cometh unto me.” What an apostle, 
a spirit, or an angel teaches may be true for him—and I hear him with 
all reverence speak what has been revealed to him—but it is not true 
for me until the Lord has revealed it in my interiors. Much truth,

* Primeval Man : the Origin, Declension, and Restoration of the Human Race, 
5s. ; Ecce Homo : a Discourse on the Personality of God, 2s. London : J. Burns.
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doubtless, lies iu a man’s spirit waiting for the confirming word of the 
teacher, whether man or spirit, which, like rain or sunshine, develops 
the living gem sown in the heart, and he becomes outwardly conscious 
of the inner truth. God’s truth, then, is known by him— “ as in heaven, 
so upon the earth,” as God’s will is done by him when the truth is 
established by action. It may be doubted whether any truth comes to 
us pure and undiluted, or whether we could receive it in such a state. If 
it did, it would be contrary to all analogy. The children of this world are 
wiser iu their generation than the children of light. There is a rumour 
of gold in a country, and men endure much privation, and make many 
sacrifices to get a chance of finding a portion. They do not, because 
they find none lying on the surface of the ground, or unmixed with 
vastly more than its weight of mud and stones, throw away their im­
plements in disgust. They know gold when they see it in spite of the 
crude earth and stones in which it appears. But when a book appears 
in the religious world, especially if it claims anything of a supernatural 
origin, the professed truth-seeker, in most cases, feels called upon 
wholly to reject and denounce it as utterly evil, if he finds some startling 
assertion or some truth imperfectly expressed in it. We ought not to 
make a spirit or an angel any more than a man, “  an offender for a 
word,” nor will w'e, if we possess enough of that charity “  which be- 
lieveth all things” and “  thinketh no evil.”  The truth comes in vari­
ous forms to test -whether we have a real or only a superficial acquaint­
ance with him. He who cannot identify' truth in a crowd or in a new 
garment, confesses that truth and he are far from being intimate. That 
faith is fullest and best which affirms most, and therefore comprehends 
most; for there is no sect that has not a basis of truth— no religion 
that has not a justification in the needs—relatively poor and imperfect 
sometimes— of its adherents. A man is more likely to be right in what 
he affirms than in what he denies, for truth is varied and has many 
sides. No heresy in a book or from a preacher can hurt a man, any 
more than truth can save a man, unless he has an answering heresy or 
truth within him; for it is with spiritual as with material food—not 
that which is taken into the mouth defileth a man, but that which 
cometh out from the heart, that defileth the man.

Catholicus.

CHRIST THE HIGHEST MEDIUM.
It may be conceded, and I say it with regret, that history warrants the 
declaration: “  Wherever Papal influences and Bibles have gone, there 
has followed in the wake war, persecution, bigotry, and oppression.” 
As a set-off against the above, we have had, at the same time, a law 
for the inner life of the individual— a m oral law, which has fostered, in 
its highest sense, the better life, owing to the knowledge that the soul 
is immortal, and must give an account of itself; both these being 
essential doctrines of the Christian religion under every form.

Another advantage of the Christian religion has accrued by its 
sanctifying the married life in a way that no other religion has done ; 
and by that and other Christian laws has raised woman to her present 
position— a position she had never before attained by any other religion.
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For this very cause, Christianity has been termed in mockery, “  The 
religion of woman;” but let all remember who are upholding woman’s 
rights, that it is to the Christian religion she owes the rights she 
already possesses. If we add new steps, do not let us attempt hastily 
to kick down the steps that raised her.

The elevation of woman by Christianity has raised the standard of 
morals among men. Mrs. Farnham, author of “  The Ideal Attained,” 
has shown us what men are without the society of honest women 
raised in Christian lands. Mr. Hepworth Dixon has proved that among 
spiritualists, those societies where women have due influence are reticent 
and moral; but where men.have undue influence some of these societies 
have issued in free love. Mr. Stearns, on “  The Moral Precedence of 
Woman in her Higher Phases,” has shown how all this comes to pass. 
He says that “  man in his highest phase is of himself a rational but 
immoral being; that woman, in the order of birth and growth, is in her 
higher phase, a would-be moral being, but -wanting in rational endow­
ments.” He adds, “  There can be no sound morality without reason, 
and reason without righteousness is naught. The rationalised man 
and the moralised -woman have attained each their natural perfection 
standing alone. Beyond this they must help each other to become 
positive in that wherein they are by nature negative.”

What many would be if the common amount given us of reason 
were not kept in check by the moral law, Mrs. Hardinge has sketched 
out in the following words :— “  So long as the restraints of law are 
about us we act as if the restraint proceeded from within. We do not 
know ourselves, or realise what we would be in the large liberty which 
is void of all restraint, but we know what we have been when such 
restraints are removed." She was speaking of the French Revolution, 
and of those who had cast away the restraints of religion. That children 
and many men have not sufficient reason to guide them without teachers 
is evident. Every one who stands up to teach confesses this; and we 
should be very careful of whom we accept as our teachers, before we 
give up that great teacher who may have hitherto kept us personally 
straight. Impulse is too often mistaken for reason.

It would be folly to speak of dreams to any but spiritualists, but 
here I make no apology. This very morning I had a dream which 
seemed to have been sent me in order to give me help in my present 
argument. I was, during sleep, wandering in the regions of imagin­
ation on a wooded hill in a lovely country. A spirit, pleasing in 
manner and appearance, met me, and urged me to follow him down a 
new path which seemed very agreeable, but which I knew to be 
dangerous. I refused without hesitation or after-thought. A short 
time seemed to elapse, when suddenly I felt an earnest desire to follow 
that path. I called to the spirit, who had been some time out of sight. 
He immediately returned. I consented to go down that path, adding 
as a reason, “  At any rate, this is a free country;” when I was suddenly 
stopped by hearing my Christian name called loudly by a new voice in 
a tone of reproach. I awoke with a start, my ears tingling.

We know how much misery sectarian disputes have brought into 
the world, but they are common to every religion. The Bhuddists
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separated from the Brahmins; the Mahommedans have always had 
their disputes. And disputes have their advantages. Among Christians 
each sect desires to excel the others; this can never be done but by 
the excelling of the individuals of the sect. There is perhaps no sect, 
let them talk of “ dead works” as they will, which does not regard 
morality as an essential of Christianity, for they all know that a life of 
good works is the great Christian test. Men are known by their fruits. 
Each sect attempts to prove by its mode of living that it is not deficient 
in this great test; more, that it exceeds the others by this test. What 
caused the hatred of the then Pope towards that great Christian medium 
and reformer, Savonarola, but that he set up a lofty standard of morals 
against the existing iniquities of the Roman Church—the more immoral 
because at that time there was no war to speak of of the sects ? That 
Rome is very different now to what it was then, since the wars of the 
sects, is, I believe, allowed by all candid men who have studied its 
history.

I had fondly hoped that one great advantage of modern Spiritualism 
would be demonstrated by its power of setting Christian people right 
on many points where they are all left in some doubt; and also in 
healing our differences. I thought that the glorious doctrine of Pro­
gress, future progress—for which all hail to Spiritualism 1 in this, on 
this point, benighted age—was to be our panacea. I thought that at 
least Spiritualism had settled this great question, whether God was 
inimical to all but a few who personally thought well of themselves, or 
whether He was the great Father of all, “  not willing that any should 
perish;” and I had come to the conclusion that Spiritualism had, by 
incontrovertible facts, proved the latter, and that its law was Progress. 
I saw, therefore, that the chief texts which have divided men into 
sects, with the selfish view of maintaining a place among the chosen 
few— as, on the other hand, those Roman assumptions which confine 
salvation to one church—have a new meaning when read by the eyes 
of the spiritualist; nay, that these very texts are actually in accord 
with Spiritualism itself. I  found that Spiritualism teaches that few, 
very few, go straight from this life to the higher realms of heaven, just 
because they are unfit for them; and that if, in consequence, “  many 
are called, but few chosen,” Spiritualism is right in showing that, 
nevertheless, God never calls in vain, and that therefore progress is 
sure, though it should be impeded by time and tribulation.

Reformers have acted unfairly, unworthily, untruthfully; they have, 
in their insane hatred against Rome, blotted out the word Hades 
from the Protestant Bibles, in order to quench the doctrine of Purga­
tory, which is in fact the key-note of the success of the Roman Church. 
Luther and Calvin knew that well; hence their stooping to the fraud, 
hence their setting up Christian Phariseeism as its only substitute, 
while utterly ignoring the doctrine of Progress contained in that of 
“  the few and many stripes.” For many stripes must have an end, 
and “ paying the uttermost farthing,” for they are both spoken con­
cerning our future life; and in all this we English have followed in the 
wake of the German and French Reformers.

Another wrong committed by these first Reformers in their sectarian
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bitterness—although they were spiritualists themselves—has been the 
utterly ignoring all Spiritualism that has existed for the last fifteen 
hundred years, just because it was assumed by Borne. Hence have we 
and the Germans become the most material nations that the world has 
ever seen; or else, as Bunsen says in our case, “ In England every­
thing except the moral principle, in the form of the f e a r  of God, is 
death life,”— a fear induced by a belief in eternal hell for the many, 
heaven for the few, and by the suppression of Hades from our Bibles.

For the above reasons, I am in accord with one of your late corres­
pondents, and I think that Protestant tracts and teachers can have 
little effect in Catholic countries; because I believe that few who have 
tasted the comforts of the doctrine of Purgatory are likely to give it up, 
even though it may come through a polluted stream; or rather, should 
I not say that I know they are not likely to give it up, for is it not 
the especial privilege of the spiritualist to say 1  know ? And what a 
blessed affirmative it is ! Blot out then though we may, and have 
done, Hades from our Bibles, or Christian purgatory (i .e ., cleansing, 
for that is the true meaning of the word), or progress, for they are all, 
I believe, synonymous, we cannot blot out the words of the Great 
Medium who taught them.

On the other hand, let a fallible man, under the presumptuous 
assumption of infallibility, mete out eternal condemnation to any— mete 
out the “ times and seasons” of the cleansing process, or even remit 
them on insufficient or any plea whatever, we cannot blot out the dicta 
of the Great Medium, who declared that “  the times and seasons the 
Father keeps in his own power,” and that they are hidden from the 
angels of heaven, and from the Son himself—that Son who knew and 
acknowledges men to be his brothers and to be the children of the 
same Father, verifying the words of the Psalmist and logician, who 
said, “  It is God who hath made us, and not we ourselves,” conse­
quently “ we are his people and the sheep of his pasture,” a privilege 
that the very worm which creeps beneath our feet might claim also, if 
it but knew reason and the glorious doctrine of mighty Progress.

Against the hatreds of the sects I thought Spiritualism came to pro­
test, and against that system of ignoring Christian doctrines by one 
sect, because they were held by another, however hopeful those doc­
trines were for humanity at large. We must judge Christ by his 
fruits, not by religious wars; for if we did we could never come to a 
right judgment while wars concerning religion remain, and they are 
rife still. Christ, judged by his fruits, presents himself at the present 
day as having captivated the most intellectual nations of the earth, and 
they will not let him go, if only because they cannot let him go, 
because he is now, as ever, a great reality, a great Power. More, it is 
under Christianity that we have become, what we are, the most intelli­
gent nations.

Is it true that the great divisions which have caused such misery 
among Christians have begun among spiritualists ? Is it true that the two 
inimical signals on our future banners are to be Christ and Antichrist ? 
Can spiritualists, who have themselves to undergo so many crosses, 
give up the cross ? I doubt it, for I still find that the noblest argu-
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meats on both sides are still borrowed from the same noble source; 
and the climax of high sentiment on both sides is still conveyed in the 
very words, or at least the ideas of our Great Medium ? "Why is this ? 
Because there is something within us that is above and beyond us— 
the greater light which constrains us; and the greater medium over­
comes the lesser by the law of natural selection.

"What great medium has ever been stamped out except by a greater 
medium ? Chrishna, Buddha, Confucius, Mahommed! who says that 
any of these powers are yet stamped out? Not they; they are as 
living now as ever, and still influencing large races of men. Spiri­
tualists know this well. The spirits of these men are, all of them, far 
more powerful than when they lived in the flesh. Their followers are 
all now a hundred to one to what they were when these men were 
teachers upon earth, great mediums all! When their power here is 
annihilated, it will be only by a greater power than their own. Why, 
“ Imperial Jove himself,” though he was but one of many, is still a 
lesser power; and men who swear at all are as likely to swear by him 
as by a greater; with the intuitive perception, that to swear by him is 
the lesser presumption. If, then, great mediums of former days are 
Powers still, still great Powers, what are we to say of the Greatest? 
The power of Christ influenced men for thousands of years before he 
was sent on earth in the flesh, at the time and season appointed by his 
Father and our Father. He influenced men, I say, before his earthly 
birth, because he was then a living power, a great reality; if he did 
not, then all the old seers were myths, and prophecies plainly fulfilled 
are no longer facts. And when he came on earth, what then ? Why, 
according to the suppressed histories of his early life as a little child, 
his electric and medium powers were the most wonderful upon record. 
When twelve years old, he electrified the wise doctors by his speech 
and power. When a peasant man, he entered the great temple with 
an electric power that no peasant has dared or has had the force to 
apply before or since; and what that peasant did by that electric 
power we all know, and the object we all know; men had made God’s 
temple a den of thieves. His power of language and doctrine we all 
know also; what is more, we all make use of them when we are at our 
best. Did he not teach us to love one another? Whose fault is it 
that we have not? Did he not say, “ Lo I am with you, even to the 
end of the world” ? He certainly has been with us hitherto. What 
other peasant man ever made such a prophecy of himself? How 
daring, how ridiculous it would bo in common cases; but in this case 
the prophecy has been fulfilled ; but if this was said as a spirit, 
what other spirit has ever said the same? That the spirit is in 
existence before it is clothed with a body, is believed by many, if not 
by most spiritualists of the present day. That this doctrine was 
taught by Christ, as well as by the prophet Malachi concerning Elias 
or Elijah and John the Baptist, seems plain, if plain words express any­
thing. I know it is explained away by most Christian teachers, but 
the words remain. M. Boustaing, whose nom  de jriunie was Allan 
Kardec, was taught by spirits that this was no exceptional case, but a 
law of nature. M. Boustaing also tells us, through the teaching o
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spirits, that re-incarnation is ordained as a general law for men and 
women, either as a mission or a retribution. Who knows whether it 
might not have been, in the beheaded Baptist’s case, a mission and a 
retribution both? for great seer and medium as Elijah was, he had not 
learned the great truth from the greater power— a truth which is known 
to the mediums of the present day—that “ the divine principle of love 
alone subdues;” that “ mercy is better than sacrifice;” that “  love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” I am not a convert to the late M. Boustaing’s 
views, but this much I must say, that if the words of the prophet 
Malachi, combined with the words of Christ concerning Elijah and 
John the Baptist, cannot be explained away—that is, if Elias and John 
the Baptist were the same spirit, and if also the laws of nature are 
general and irreversible—then that law which applied to Elijah and 
John the Baptist must be a general law; and I rejoice in seeing Miss 
Anna Blackwell’s papers in your periodical, because they keep us to a 
moral law; they teach us that, “ as a man sows so shall he reap;” 
they do not set up Antichrist, and they do not put impulse for reason; 
and I hold these latter views, not from any especial feeling of my own, 
but because I believe them to be true and just, and according to the 
will of God.

It seems to me that if any men of the present day may be shocking 
the Christian world— and it is composed of many, very many men of 
superior attainments, and almost every woman of the most advanced 
races— and I must add also, impeding, I think, Spiritualism by setting 
up other teachers as equal or superior to Christ, it may be, and is, I 
hope, but a reaction permitted only for a time; a reaction provoked 
possibly by even a greater evil still, by some Christians themselves, 
who hold the Eternal Father as an angry God, and give all the ele­
ments of mercy and love to the essentially “  beloved Son.” But I am 
quite unable to believe that Mr. A. J. Davis is one of those who would 
set up on his banner Antichrist; he who speaks of the Bible as “ the 
sacred pages’’—pages, indeed, which manifest Christ most fully. But 
in some respects, is he wrong in saying, “  The cause and the effect, the 
why and the wherefore, do not appear on the sacred pages” ? It is 
certainly as a moral law for which we must chiefly look, and certainly 
find in those sacred pages; and no man who believes that the world 
goes round the sun has any right to complain of science for guiding us 
when we are in ignorance or doubt. He who believes in this greater 
light—the movement of the heavenly bodies, for which we are alone 
indebted to science— cannot in any justice find fault with any lesser 
new light which science may afford; and to cut through the mists and 
mysteries by which we are surrounded with the two-edged sword of 
Science and Spiritualism, is given to few as to Mr. Andrew Jackson 
Davis; but even in this he is, I believe, the last man to deem himself 
infallible.

Further, I feel convinced that this powerful seer can never forget 
an extraordinary passage of his youth, when, rapt away soul and body, 
he was permitted to meet a great and good Shepherd, and received the 
high and dignified mission to give help in keeping the sheep in one 
flock, and not to let them get scattered. Such a commission, from

Vol. IV. 8
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such an one, is surely honour enough. This, I am fain to believe, Mr. 
A. J. Davis knows better than any of us, and that in this point he will, 
“ under all circumstances, keep an even mind.” Patientia.

LOCATION OF THE SUMMER LAND.
In an article by Mrs. De Morgan, which appears as an extract in the 
S piritu a l M a gazin e of February last, it is stated that “  Mr. A. J. Davis 
has fixed the locality of the spirit-world in the Milky Way,” &c. It 
then refers to observations of Sir William Herschel on the “ resolva­
bility” of the milky way, a fact patent to all at the present state of 
science, and continues, apparently with a view to impress the reader 
with the nature and extent of this “  immense nebulas,” with various 
comments, which indicate to the writer that Mrs. De Morgan, in com­
mon with many other interesting writers, greatly misunderstands the 
American Seer in this branch of philosophy.

Having read Mr. Davis, somewhat critically, and having had the 
privilege of frequent conversation with him on this and various cosmo­
logical subjects, I should be pleased to submit thp following remarks, 
and to correct, if possible, misapprehensions apparently so prevalent, 
not only in England, but in this country also. As the article referred 
to, though very short, touches upon two or three distinct or widely 
different topics, you will pardon me, Mr. Editor, if mine appears to 
wander somewhat to meet them.

By reference to a diagram in the “  Magic Staff,” page 840, and to 
illustrations and descriptive scales in “  the Stellar Key,” page 65 et 
seq, wre can, it seems to me, easily comprehend the principles, order, 
and system of the Univeecceluji, and its concentric zones as disclosed 
and taught by this American writer. In the references it is clearly 
shown that the Milky Way, sweeping grandly through space, and which 
the respected Herschel deemed no vast, which he conjectured to be stars 
massed to a cloud by virtue of distance only, and which his telescope 
finally resolving, proved this bold conjecture to be true, is but one  
among countless billions of similar milky ways (or universes, as Mr. 
Davis more truthfully terms them), disposed through the vast circuit of 
a belt of galaxies, and which, in its unimaginable sweep around the 
Divine Centre, constitutes what he terms the “  Sixth Circle of Suns.” 
This Sixth Circle is the outermost of the concentric star-belt formations— 
the only one old enough or ripe enough to evolve humanity-producing 
planets. This circle or belt is formed of countless Island-universes 
like our milky way tract, disposed in the comparatively narrow periphery 
of this circle, at right angles to its inconceivably long radius. This 
belt is ring-form, if star-strewn space can be so designated—not sphere- 
form, as many misunderstand it. It is composed, I repeat, of isolated 
milky way tracts, or better, universes, which again are composed of 
solar systems like our own.

Now it will be seen by the mind’s eye that this ring-form belt is so 
vast, its radius gives such an immeasurable sweep that the inconceiv­
able circumference affords ample area in this infinite belt to harbour 
with its broad sea-room the countless billions of universes, each as large
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and often vastly larger than our own, with measureless and more than 
“  interstellar ” spaces between them. This Sixth Circle (to make it 
plainer), in form an equatorial ring-section, as if it were cut from a 
vast sphere, is about forty degrees in breadth, and its component 
milky way tracts of stars are disposed successively around the belt, with 
their areas or concave sides facing the grand Centre of Formation, each 
universe revolving in its own plane around a centre within itself.

Now let us return to our own universe. Looking from our position 
here toward the grand Sensorium or Parental Centre of these concentric 
belts, the line of Sight would intersect four other star-bolts similar to 
the Sixth, but concentrically within it, each succeeding star-belt inwardly 
being younger and less perfected in sun and planet development than 
ours, for they were evolved later. Now in the almost infinite space 
between the fifth and sixth concentric star-belts lies like a golden and 
infinite glory, the undisturbed, divine, and ever-blooming Summer Land 
of the ascended—the “  Aurelian Zone,” invisible at present to the 
external eye—the broad home-land of all liberated human beings.

Now this is all within the Milky-way belt, is it not? interior to it as 
the portals of the just opening bud are within the green covering. And 
this is the sense in which the seer-author wished to be understood. The 
infinite Summer Land cannot lie in the finite or limited “  milky way,” 
which is only one of the countless wreaths of suns that environ it. But 
it lies a tranquil, divine, unchangeable zone far within, and nearer to, 
the Parental Centre than the Sixth Circle of Universes. This last is a 
material-fraught, constellated space. The other is a continuous coherent 
zone, interior, and sublimated from the countless planets of the mani­
fold universes. “ Like a zone on the inside of the Milky-way belt is 
unfolded the Second Sphere” (P en etra lia ).

The Summer Land is as broad as the immeasurable star-belt above it, 
and is a consolidated land-zone, as real to the ascended spirit as the 
Earth is to man. It is an aggregation of refined atoms, eliminated from 
all the infinite mazes of suns and planets of the Sixth Circle. And 
behold how these remote suns and wreaths of galaxies tinge with white 
star-dust the unimaginable spaces where universes have birth and wheel 
eternally through the unmapped bournes of immensity! Yet the golden 
mantled Summer Land is infinitely sublimer than these, and is equal in 
unbroken extent to all the inter-stellar and inter-universe spaces com­
bined !

When compared with each other, the interior Summer Land zone, and 
the exterior universe belt, which are parallel circles, we perceive that 
they are v ery  near together. It is only when measured by our familiar 
standards that the apparent vastness of distance which separates them 
becomes a matter of amazement.

Another and distinctly different subject referred to in the same article 
and equally misapprehended, is that of the “  spirit world.” This is 
entirely different from the Summer Land which, as before stated, is a 
locality, while the spirit world, according to recent definitions in the 
Harmonial Philosophy, is an attenuated condition of matter, invisible, 
but everywhere present. It is the essence world that lies immediately 
about us, permeating all things, touching them and us, analogously, as
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magnetism touches the plate of glass when the magnet moves the 
needle just beyond it. It extends indefinitely through space. Each 
thing has its own peculiar emanation, and this makes what is properly 
termed the “  spirit world.” Near at hand, it is the aura of each exter­
nal object, and fully represents it. It is the external’s refined totality. 
It is the essence of things in contradistinction to the coarse external 
itself. In other words, it is the unorganised ether-realm, the essence- 
world. It is not world-form. It has no surface, no limitations, no 
locality, but is all-pervading. We are never out of the spirit-world. 
We breathe its atoms as an element of the common air. Evidently the 
term “  spirit-uwM ” should never be substituted for the term Summer 
Land or Spirit L a n d , for it has really no significance in this connection.

“ The subject of mediumship, with its powers and limitations so very 
obscure at present,” is also referred to in the same article, and were it 
not for the error largely prevalent in the minds of writers the world 
over, it would pass unnoticed in this connection. But a foregone con­
clusion appears to have taken possession of those at all familiar with 
modern manifestations, that Mr. Davis is a ready, “  strong,” and 
remarkable medium.

Now once for all, and with deliberate emphasis, knowing his methods 
intimately, I wish to say that this is not the case. Mr. Davis is an 
independent clairvoyant. His experience as a medium has been rare 
and exceptional. He is a hard-working, devoted student of laws, truths, 
principles, and ideas when in the “ superior condition,” as he more 
properly terms the state beyond that of mere clear-seeing. It would be 
quite as reasonable, I should think, to call Professor Tyndall, or Emer­
son, or Horace Greeley “  mediums ” as to apply this term to Mr. Davis. 
True, in his youth he incidentally experienced many of its phases on 
his way to a development of the Superior Condition. But his methods 
since then have been through the well-earned powers of this riper 
development. His clairvoyance, it is well to note, is no mere sight­
seeing, no mental play-ground. He never, under any circumstances, 
enters Nature’s divine arcanum out of mere curiosity, but always has a 
broad significant humanitary purpose as a motive for his investiga­
tions.

A medium, on the other hand, is plastic, circumscribed, and subject 
to influences of others, is a conveyor of opinions and theories, it may be, 
of blessed self-evident truths. A medium gives everything indiscrimi­
nately as received, and, as an individual, has no choice in the matter. 
The clairvoyant enters calmly the penetralia of principles. He perceives 
and comprehends, then returns and explains Nature’s hidden but multi­
form treasures. Each has an important place in the field of humanity 
and progress, and it is well that we study the mission and methods of 
both.

If the remarks submitted aid in explaining the “  discrepancies and. 
contradictions” mentioned in the article referred to, and which indeed 
are often discouraging to investigators, these pages will not have been 
occupied in vain.

J. B. L oomis.
N ew  Y ork , March, 1870.
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P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  P H E N O M E N A .

MORE DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING-.
T he lithographed f a c  sim ile of direct writing which we gave last month 
has excited a deep interest, and many of our readers are curious to 
know more about it. There was so little time to prepare it properly at 
the end of last month, that a few errors crept into the fa c s im i l e , and 
also into the printed copy. The following letter from a scholarly critic 
points out the chief of these defects, and also throws some welcome 
light on the truthfulness of the historical facts conveyed in the spirit­
writing, which will be read with much satisfaction:—

S ir,— In the transcript of the first of the direct spirit writings published 
in your last number, for “  Logides,” read “ Lagidae,” for “ Seloncides” read 
“ Seleucidse,” and for “ Hyrconus” read “  Hyrcanus." A  reference to the 
original would probably support these corrections. The Lagidse were the 
kings of Egypt descended from Ptolemy Lagus; and the SeleucidEe, the 
kings of Syria descended from Seleucus.

In the transcript of the second spirit writing, of which a lithographed 
fac-simile is also given, a reference to the original clearly show's that the 
name of the Persian king is “ Chosroes” not “ Ohascoes,” and that of the 
Emperor mentioned further on is “ Heraclius” not “ Herodius.” Chosroes II., 
King of Persia, actually took Jerusalem by assault in A. D. 014, when he 
carried away the so-called true cross, which the Emperor Heraclius, after 
his victorious campaign against Chosroes, brought back to Jerusalem, A. D. 
029. These facts will be found in the 40tli chapter of Gibbon’s History of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. The other historical facts 
referred to appear to be correct. The whole reads like a series of extracts 
from a popular lecture on Jerusalem.

In the fac-simile and printed transcript of the Latin sentence, there are 
some errors which do not exist in the original, viz., “ dueete” for “  ducite” 
“ eum" for “ cum,” “ magistatis” for “ majestatis,” and “ cruses” (“ crucis” 
in transcript) for “ cruces.” There is however one important error in the 
original, the word “  ut” being distinctly written in the third line, where, to 
make sense and grammar it should be “ et,” or if “ u t” is retained, the word 
“ affigite” must be altered to “ ailigatur.” The latter word, however, as 
written, is unmistakeably “  affigite." J. S. L.

A translation of the Latin message has been given by the spirits. On 
May 1, at the house of Mr. Freeman, Mrs. Everitt, while in the trance, 
wrote out the following translation of the Latin paragraph given in last 
month’s H u m a n  N a tu r e :—-

“ Jesus of Nazareth, a disturber of the peace, a despiser of Cresar, 
and a false Messiah, as witnesses of his own nation testify: him take 
ye to the place of common punishment, and there, with kingly emblems, 
mock, in the middle, between two thieves, nail to a cross. Hasten 
officers, provide the cross.”

“  This was uttered by Pontius Pilate at the time of the condem­
nation.”

Again, while Mrs. Everitt was in the trance at a seance at her own 
house on May 3rd, the following translation was given in direct spirit­
writing in six seconds:—

“ Jesus of Nazareth, a disturber of the peace of this people, a
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despistr of Ctesar, and a false Messiah, as proved by the majority of 
witnesses of his own nation, take ye to the place of common punish­
ment, and there him with emblems mock of kingly state, in the middle, 
between 2 thieves, nail to a cross. Hasten officers, provide the crosses.”

Mr. E. D. Rogers, who was present at this seance, has kindly written 
the following letter, with a translation of the Latin words:—

May IB, 1870.—Old Palace Road, Norwich. 
D ear M r. B urns,—In reply to yours enquiring about the Latin message 
given at a seance at Mrs. Everitt’s, and a copy of which appeared in the 
last issue of Hum an N ature, permit me to say that a few slight errors have 
manifestly crept into the transcript; and I venture to offer a few suggestions 
by way of correction.

The points after the word “ contemptorem,” as printed on page 233 (con- 
temptorem . . . .  Cmsaris) should not have been there, and on looking 
to the original message or the lithograph copy, you will find that they are 
simply the dots to the i’s in the next line. The word “ ducete ” should be 
“ ducite,” The words “ lit eum ludibriis" should read “ et cum ludibriis.” 
“ Magistatis” should be “ majestatis.” There should be a full point after 
"affigite.” And the last word should be, not “ crucis" (nor “ cruses” as it 
appears in the lithograph), but “ cruces.”

The translation is:—“ Lead to the place of common punishment and affix 
to a cross in the midst of (or between) two robbers, with the mockeries of 
regal majesty,* Jesus the Nazareue, a subverter of the nation, j a despiser 
of Cresar, and a false Messiah, as has been established by the testimony of 
the Elders! of his own nation. Go, officer, get ready the crosses.”

I was present at the seance at Mrs. Everitt’s when the spirit friend who 
had given the Latin communication, gave also, by direct writing, his own 
translation of it. I have not a copy of it by me, but I remember that on 
reading it, my impression was that it was not in every particular quite 
correct. Our “ friend” certainly erred in translating the word “ majorum” 
as “ majority” ; the correct translation is as I have given it, “ elders.”— 
Yours, very truly,

E. D. R ogers.
On the same evening another piece of direct writing was given, the 

purport of which is of a totally different nature from those given previ­
ously. The conditions were the same as described in our last number. 
The room was dark, and the paper and pencil lay on the table, round 
which the circle sat quite close. The hand-writing is similar to that 
lithographed in our last number. This was given in eight seconds:—

“  You all possess Understanding and Will. Your Understanding is 
the receiver of truth, and is formed from that truth. Your Will is the 
receiver of good, and therefore is formed from that good. Hence, what­
ever a man understands and thinks he calls true, and what you will and 
think, you call good. You are capable of thinking from your Under­
standing and perceiving what is true and good, but you do not think 
from your Will unless you will and do what your Understanding

* And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, 
and a reed in his right hand; and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked 
him, saying,|Hail, king of the Jews !—Matt, xxvii. 29.

+ Ye have brought this man untome, as one that perverteth the people.— 
Luke xxiii. 14.fr

+ Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false -wit­
ness against Jesus to put him to death.—Matt. xxvi. 59.
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approves. When you thus will and do, truth is both in the Under­
standing and the Will, and, therefore, in the man, because the 
Understanding does not constitute the man, nor the Will alone, but 
both together. If it is in the Understanding only it is ivith you, not 
in you, for that would be only a thing of memory, a science in the 
memory. The Power is going—gd. nt.”

These sentences contain deep truths, and the question arises, Where 
do these thoughts and historical facts come from ? Who are the spirits ? 
Where do they get the knowledge ? And how do they communicate it ? 
These are mighty problems for the science of the future ; questions which 
will no doubt be satisfactorily expounded in due time. Direct spirit-writing 
is not a new phenomenon. It has occurred repeatedly at various circles, 
and Mrs. Guppy’s spirit-drawings, now' at the Progressive Library, are 
an instance of the same kind of manifestation. Mr. Coleman has in bis 
possession drawings and writings done in America in the same rapid 
manner as Mrs. Everitt’s communications, hut we have now instances 
in this country of similar matter being given in such an incredibly short 
space of time. At a later seance more spirit-writing was given, and the 
light of the spirit-world was infused into the dark room, so as to be 
seen by all with the natural sight. This is the first instance we have 
heard of this phenomenon. Mrs. Everitt has made great progress with 
her mediumsliip of late. The spirit voice, “ John Watt,” intimated 
that Dr. Newton was connected with, and influenced from, the sphere 
of Love, presided over by the Apostle John.

DR. NEWTON, THE AMERICAN HEALER.
T his gentleman arrived in England on May 7th, and was entertained at 
a reception in London, on May 12th, B. Coleman, Esq., in the chair. 
He healed the sick poor gratuitously in Cambridge Hall, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, daily from May 16th to 21st, and many which he 
met with privately. He does not cure all cases, nor even attempt them, 
but his success exceeds the most sanguine expectations of his friends. 
The blind are made to see, the lame to walk, and the afflicted and de­
pressed in spirit are restored to happiness by some peculiar psycholo­
gical power, a subject of immense interest to all students of man. The 
good doctor can impart a sanative love essence which has a most won­
derful influence on the mind, health, and disposition of those who are in 
a state to receive it. He has been attacked in the most disgraceful 
manner by the D a ily  Telegraph, and the smaller fry of scribblers have 
echoed its impudent and ignorant declamations. In spite of these 
drawbacks the doctor has established himself firmly in the hearts of 
thousands already. He has attended at the Cavendish Rooms on two 
Sunday evenings, spoken to the people in his peculiar style, and sent out 
his healing power: many are cured whom he never touches at all. He 
is under spirit influence much of the time, and claims that he is con­
trolled by Jesus, Socrates, Pythagoras, Plato, and other bright spirits 
of the past. Jesus, he states, has told him, that he, Jesus, is a human 
creature like unto ourselves, “ a good brother” and no more, and those 
who worship him as a God place an immeasurable gulph between him and 
them, and thus interrupt his influence for good. There are thousands
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of bright spirits as good as him. Dr. Newton finds it difficult to get a 
house to receive company in, on account of the prejudice against him. 
He cannot have the Cambridge Hall any longer, but we hope before 
this meets the eye of the reader, that he will have surmounted all diffi­
culties and be again at his good work.* We have had in type some 
account of his cures in America, which we now give, though they are a 
little stale after what has been accomplished in London:—

Mr. E. W. Watson, of M'Lean, Tomkins County, N.Y., gives the follow­
ing account, in the Banner o f  L igh t, of remarkable cures by Dr. New­
ton :—“ On the 6tli of the present month (September, 1809) I was an eye­
witness to some very remarkable cures by the laying on of hands, per­
formed by Dr. J. R. Newton, at Iris rooms in the Bloomer House, Buffalo,
N.Y. Two of these ernes I wish to report, as a tribute of respect to the 
Doctor, and also for the benefit of the readers of the Banner. First, I will 
mention the case of the wife of Elijah Bliss, of Flume, Alleghany County, 
N.Y. She is forty-eight years old, but in consequence of much suffering 
appeared to be sixty. She had spinal disease and female weakness. Had 
not walked in nine years. Had not been dressed in six years, nor had on 
shoes, and had not been able to sit in a chair during that time. Her limbs 
were entirely paralysed. In ten minutes after she was brought into the 
Doctor’s room she was completely restored, and walked through the house 
from room to room shouting and praising God, while tears of joy were 
streaming down her cheeks. Her husband and two daughters accompanied 
her. One daughter, nearly eleven years of age, had never seen her mother 
walk before, and only knew her as an invalid, unable to leave her bed; and 
as her mother now walked across the floor and grasped the hands of her 
children, all present were affected to tears; many were witnesses of the 
scene. The facts concerning the patient’s past condition for nine years 
were given me by herself and eldest daughter. The other case which I 
wish to relate is that of a deaf and dumb girl, about eighteen years old, 
who had not spoken since three years of age, and was totally deaf for the 
same time. She was fully restored to speech and hearing in ten minutes, 
and all present heard her speak and saw the Doctor test her hearing, by 
standing on one side and partly back of her, so that she could not see his lips 
move, and at the distance of three feet from her, when she could hear him 
whisper, and would answer questions and repeat names, &c., after him. 
The facts concerning her past condition were given me by her sister, who 
was with her. I made the journey to Buffalo, a distance of near two hun­
dred miles, mainly to visit Dr. Newton, who is truly my benefactor in an 
especial manner, for which I am truly grateful. I became acquainted with 
Dr. N. two years ago, at which time he restored my sight from total blind­
ness, an account of which I purpose to give to the Banner ere long.”

THE INNER LANGUAGE.
Sometimes a person attains to a state, where the thoughts of men, which 

are the vernacular language of the spirit, become distinctly cognisable. 
Jesus perfectly understood this inner language. There are those now 
who will answer a question put to them in thought, as readily as if it were 
addressed to them by the external organs of speech. We have often told 
what a person’s thoughts and feelings were, many miles away. Madam 
Guyon relates, in her autobiography, that she was accustomed to enter 
into protracted conversations with her confessor, without the use of spoken 
words, employing only the cogitatio loquens, the inner language. At length

* All who desire to know the facts of Dr. Newton’s progress and remarkable 
cures must consult the Medium, Ul. weekly. London: J. Burns.
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they could thus converse when they were at a distance of miles from each 
other. This was no miracle. It was only the unfoldment of an unused 
power of our nature. There is in every man the innate faculty of 
conversing with spirits in the flesh or those who have put off their 
outward envelope. Speech similar to that of the spiritual world is im­
planted in every man, but our sensual educational systems do not imfold 
the hidden germ, but oftener suppress i't. As soon as any one comes into 
the other life, he finds himself in the same speech with the inhabitants of 
that hitherto mysterious realm, and is able to converse with them without 
instruction. We could do it here and now, if we would possess ourselves 
of a knowledge of the laws of the human spirit, and take advantage of them. 
In ancient times, and all along the stream of human history, there have 
been those who made use of this inner language, and had communication 
by means of it with the spiritual world. What human nature has ever done, 
is practicable to-day; for in no epoch of the world have all the hidden 
powers and capabilities of our being been unfolded. But we are not to sup­
pose that this privilege would be accorded to us for our amusement or that 
of others, but only for the accomplishment of some important use. For 
God always gives to every man the light he needs for the perform­
ance of the work assigned him in the plan of Providence. Guided 
by these hints and suggestions, we may educate ourselves to this high 
and holy converse, and in advanced years as well or easier than in 
youth. There are many persons who are dissatisfied with the mere 
shell of knowledge, the rind of the fruit, the cortex of the tree of 
life, and long for something to nourish and allay the cravings of their 
spirit. In harmony with the laws of their being, they may find what they 
need. The tree of knowledge is beginning to be looked upon as no forbidden 
fruit, but an enlightened science is giving us access to it, and we may eat 
and live. Our highest conceptions we do not get from books, but they are 
flashes of a pimer light, undulations of the abyss of light that communicate a 
concordant vibratory movement to our minds, and come to us as the whisper­
ings of a still, small voice within. Such communicated thoughts have been 
appropriately called impressions. If men were less sensuous, and their in­
ner life was adjusted in harmony with the celestial realms, they would not 
be an unreliable source of knowledge. They are an effort of the heavens to 
impart to us them living ideas, and share with us their intellectual and 
affectional treasures. For such is the nature of the divine and angelic love, 
that there is in it a perpetual conatus to impart its own life to all the lower 
degrees of existence. All that we need is a spirit admissive of it, and the 
light of the higher realms will spontaneously flow in. The needed recepti­
vity consists in the love of truth for its own sake, and a desire and purpose 
to apply it to a benevolent use.— The M ental Cure.

T he G ift of E uphonious W ord-M aking.— The mysteries of Christian 
godliness have puzzled the wisest heads for many ages. We are glad to be 
able to shed a streak of light of the “ celestial degree" on the knotty prob­
lem, through the “ use" of the Rev. T. L. Harris. Writing in tire S pir­
itual H arbinger, he lucidly says:—“ In the twelfth hour of the glory of God, 
the life of God, the Lord in God, the Holy Procedure shall crown the Triune 
Creator with the perfect disclosive illumination. Then shall the creation, 
in its effulgence, above the divine seraphine, arise into the dome of the dis­
closure in one comprehensive revolving galaxy of supreme created beatitude.” 
To which the Cayuga C h ief learnedly responds:—-“ Then shall blockhead- 
ism, the jackassical dome of disclosive procedure, above the all-fired great 
leather fungus of Peter Nipninneygo, the great gooseberry-grinder, rise into 
the dome disclosive until coequal, coextensive, and conglomerated lumaxes, 
in one grand comprehensive mux, shall assimilate into nothing, and revolve 
like a bob-tailed pussy-cat after the space where the tail was.”
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R E V  I E  W .

P ositive P neumatologie : D ie  Realitcit der G eisterw elt, sowie das Phci- 
nom en der d irecten  S chrift der G eis ter : H istorisch e Uebersicht des 
Sjriritualismus aller Z e ite n  und V olker. [Positive P neujiatology : 
The Reality of the Spirit World, as well as the Phenomenon of Direct 
Spirit-Writing; Historical Review of Spiritualism in all Ages and 
among all Peoples.] By Baron L udwig Y on G uldenstubbe, Author 
of “ Moralle Universelle,” the “  Pneumatalogie Positive et Experi- 
mentale,” &e. Leipsic: Kasprowicz, 1870. *

T his work is an edition in Gorman of tile P n eu m atolog ie P ositive et 
E xperim en tale, which was published in Paris in 1857, enriched and 
extended, as the author says in his preface, by twelve years’ experience. 
The worthy Baron states, as the leading principle of this work, that 
“ a direct manifestation of the spiritual (or supersensuous) world” is 
the first element of knowledge. In his first chapter he shows that 
Spiritualism is no new idea. “ The germ,” says he, “ of the spiritual 
faculty is rooted in the very nature of man, and so is as old as humanity 
itself.” He goes on to prove that in the traditions of all peoples from 
the earliest times are found the traces of Spiritualism, and, in his 
second chapter, shows how, after the time of Christ, the same idea 
continually manifests itself, only in a different form. In the third 
chapter the author states that the religious traditions of all people 
attribute their most sacred writings not to inspiration, but to a direct 
manifestation, that is, to writings given by the hand of God himself, 
or through His messengers ; and in proof of this position he gives the 
tables of the law given to Moses. The author adduces the hand­
writing on the wall of Belshazzar’s palace as a striking instance of 
direct spiriting writing; and the speaking statue of Memnon as another 
form of the same direct manifestation of spirits. The sixth chapter is 
taken up with the question -where spirits prefer to manifest themselves, 
and speaks of the notions of different people as to where disembodied 
spirits dwell. In the seventh chapter we have a long list of wonder­
ful spiritual phenomena, and especially of direct spirit writings, given 
in the presence of witnesses, between the years 1856 and 1868. The 
following three chapters are devoted to descriptions of the spiritualistic 
mythologies of antiquity, and must be extremely interesting to one who 
loves to trace the affinities in belief, and tradition between one people 
and another. The fifteenth chapter treats of inspiration and the pro­
phetic faculty, and shows that the Pythian priestesses gave their 
oracles in a somnambulistic state, similar to the mediums of the pres­
ent day. Two chapters are taken up with the deep metaphysical 
questions, the human soul, immortality, eternity, and pre-existence of 
the soul. These are all viewed from the spiritual standpoint, and are 
treated in a large and interesting manner. He shows that a belief in 
immortality is one of the strongest opinions held by all people, even 
the lowest in the grade of civilisation as well as the highest. The

* The French edition is in the Progressive Library, illustrated by many speci­
mens of direct spirit-writing.
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twentieth chapter contains the strongest arguments in support of the 
belief that the soul possesses an ethereal body apart and separate 
from the earthly or material form. It is this which is seen by the 
clairvoyant, and by this, disembodied souls are enabled to make them­
selves visible. The following chapter speaks of the earthly body. The 
soul is unchanged by birth. The five subtle elements of the ethereal 
body image the five senses of the material body, and death is only the 
separating of the soul from earthly form; in fact, no more death than 
the bursting of the butterfly from the chrysalis is death. The two last 
chapters examine the question as to the state of the soul after death. 
“ The development of the soul is eternal; its progress has no boun­
daries, but is continually rising from one sphere of perfection to 
another.” Such is the principle held by the author, and supported by 
a great array of religious tradition from all people.

This work throughout shows that the greatest research has been 
brought to bear upon the subject under discussion. No one could 
read it without interest and instruction. Even one who did not grant 
the first proposition— namely, that “ a ‘ direct manifestation of the 
spiritual world’ is the first element of knowledge,” could not help find­
ing much pleasure in the perusal of this work, since, apart from its 
Spiritualism, it is an historical compendium of the religious traditions 
of antiquity. Twenty pages are full of “  thoughts ” given to the author 
and his sister by the spirits of departed ones. We quote a few—

“ The love of God is the heavenly flame, which liglitetli each man that cometli 
into the world.”

“ Enthusiasm for goodness is the holy fire of tile soul.”
“ The union of two noble hearts is a diamond which has fallen from the crown 

of God.”
“ Justice and love are the weapons of God.”
“ Truth is the language of the angels. Eternity is the central sun that attracts 

every noble spirit.”

A NEW SYSTEM OF EDUCATION WANTED.
T o the E d ito r .

D ear Sir ,— For five years I have taken considerable interest in 
Spiritualism, and have watched its progress and development with keen 
interest, I have attended a great number of seances, and held many in 
my own home with several members of my family.

Those lately held by me, have been of an entirely scientific character, 
and point very certainly to my mind, that a rapid change is coming 
upon the human race, particularly with regard to scientific knowledge. 
From the information I have gained, I am convinced that the founda­
tion on which our present system of teaching is based will have to be 
changed, and principles will have to be developed in a simple form that 
will entirely supersede the complicated system now in vogue. Any 
system adopted that does not embrace the practical business of life in­
volves a serious waste of time and money. It appears to me the 
struggle of the future will be in the difficulties presented by theoretical 
persons who are constantly dealing with opinions instead of principles. 
If it were possible that the Spiritualists could find a few live men among 
their fraternity, who would erect an Institution constructed in exact
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harmony with the general laws that govern celestial and terrestial 
bodies, we might then arrive at a condition of knowledge superior to 
anything we at present possess. The institution should represent as 
nearly as possible, an epitome of the earth on which we live, and the 
internal arrangements should illustrate the general laws that govern 
the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms. All the arrangements 
should be of a simple order based on first principles. The corridors 
through the institution should represent a section of the earth from 
south to north, and east to west. The geology, geography, climat­
ology, ethnology and sociology should all be classified, and the various 
longitudes, latitudes, and altitudes should be illustrated on a grand 
scale. The institution should be heated, drained, watered, ventilated 
and lighted on the best possible system. The whole institution should 
be built fire proof, and the carbonic acid and nitrogen, generated in 
combustion, combined with the vapours of the sewers should be con­
verted into vegetable life in the top of the building. The gallery should 
be capable of educating 1 0 0 0  children, which may be classified in four 
divisions. The drop scenery on the various stages of the galleries 
should represent every description of knowledge that may be useful to 
mankind. Very little attention should be paid to history, as the past 
only represents a dark cloud of transition. All the practical business 
of life should be carried out on a scale that would awaken within the 
mind of mankind a deep interest in the enormous powers placed at his 
disposal. The productive powers should be capable of sustaining the 
children and their teachers, and ought to manufacture and produce a 
very large proportion of everything they require. All orphan children 
should be provided for, and sufficient land should be secured round the 
institution for the erection of a model city. The workshops should be 
adapted in every respect to build institutions of a similar character. 
The fragments of every branch of science should be gathered up and 
brought to a focus for practical utility, and the whole elements of prac­
tical and civil engineering should be brought to bear on every point of 
the institution. Political palaver should be shelved, and positive 
science substituted in its place. Preaching should go with working, 
and “  he that knoweth and  doeth” should be our disciple. This insti­
tution would supersede table rapping to a great extent, as I feel confident 
the assistance rendered from the other side would be immense. I may 
state before closing this letter, that I know a party who has made 
provision for erecting an institution of this character. A model of the 
institution has been constructed, and many thousand feet of canvas 
prepared to illustrate a portion of this work. Thousands of pounds 
have been expended in collecting information from every known source, 
and many important discoveries and inventions have been recently 
communicated from friends in the Spirit world. It therefore becomes 
a question whether Spiritualists are prepared to get to business and 
endeavour to solve the problem of our time, viz., that of erecting insti­
tutions capable of encouraging the free and spontaneous development 
of genius, intellect, capital and labour, and of utilising the hidden 
treasures of the earth, and dividing the products amongst the industrial 
producers.— I  remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, P ositive.
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ANOTHER DEATH FROM VACCINATION.
To the E d ito r .

Sih ,— Amongst the many thousands of Petitions presented to Parlia­
ment this session, I doubt if there is one more deserving of publicity 
than the following, which records a case of conscientious objection to 
vaccination, and the consequent death of the child (or, as Professor 
Newman justly designates it—a “  brutal and foul murder,” though 
done “  according to law,” ) by the enforcement of the hateful Compul­
sory Vaccination Act.

M a nch ester . H enry P itman.

To the H onourable the Commons o f  G reat B rita in  and Ireland in 
P arliam ent assembled.

The humble Petition of John and Ann Sigsworth, of Webster Street, 
Stockton-on-Tees.

Shewetli,'—That your Petitioner, John Sigsworth, was recently sum­
moned before the Borough Magistrates, and was lined, for having neglected 
to cause his child, Walter Albert, to he examined after vaccination.

That your Petitioners entertained sanitary objections to having the opera­
tion performed, but, owing to pecuniary circumstances and to fear of repeated 
penalties, the child, being then in perfect health, was vaccinated by the 
Assistant Public Vaccinator on the seventh day of March, 1870.

That the child was not taken to be examined because from the time of 
the vaccination it continued unwell. An eruption first appeared on the 
head and neck, which gradually spread until the whole body was such a 
mass of sores that it could only be lifted to the breast by raising the pillow 
on which it was laid. The child was in great agony the whole time until 
it died on the evening of the third of May, 1870.

That the child was attended during this only and fatal illness by Dr. 
Oliver, who certified the cause of death as bronchitis or inflammation of the 
lungs.

That your Petitioners considering these events, are solemnly of opinion 
their child was murdered according to law.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your honourable House to make 
such inquiry as may be deemed necessary into the facts above stated, and 
being satisfied of their accuracy, to cause the repeal of the law which ope­
rates in a manner so oppressive and so murderous.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.

R E P O R T S  O F  P R O G R E S S .

T he Seances at the Progressive L ibrary are being sustained with 
great vigour. Mr. Morse’s controls on Friday evenings are very instruc­
tive indeed. Mr. Shepard attracts good companies to hear him sing 
and perform on the piano under spirit influence; he has commenced a 
developing circle on Monday evenings which promises well. Mr. 
Cogman has also taken charge of a circle for investigation on Thursday 
evenings; so that all have an opportunity of witnessing something of the 
interesting phenomena of Spiritualism.
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Mb . Peebles is about to return to America after a most prosperous 
career as a teacher of Spiritualism in London and the Provinces. His 
ministrations at the Cavendish Rooms, London, have been a marked 
success. A well-disciplined congregation without a creed, and a full 
house with no toll at the door is the result. Mr. Peebles returns to his 
countrymen with bright laurels on his brow, intertwined with other 
well-earned honours; we hope to see him amongst us soon again.

T he Census of Spiritualists.— We are receiving important infor­
mation and encouraging reports from various parts, but we have to 
complain somewhat of the laxity of our friends in this matter. We 
give a form with this month’s H u m a n  N a tu re , which we hope our 
readers will at once use, and take some little trouble in sending to 
their friends in distant places. By applying at our office any number 
can be obtained of these forms. We shall expect to hear from you all 
within the next few days.

De. W illis arrived in New York after a very turbulent passage. His 
goods are all scattered; and, homeless, he had retreated to the hospitable 
abode of a friend at Glenora, Senaca Lake, Yates Co., New York. He 
says “  Will you have the kindness to inform my numerous friends in 
London—those who gave me so cordial a welcome when I arrived there 
last fall—how deeply I regret the necessity that compelled me to hurry 
through London on my return from Italy without meeting any of them. 
I had looked forward with many pleasant anticipations to a visit in 
London this spring of at least six weeks’ duration, instead of which I had 
barely as many hours. But I trust this pleasure is only deferred for a 
time—perchance for a few months only. I cannot but feel that I shall 
return to London, that there is some special work there for me. Be 
that as it may, I feel that I shall never again be a stranger to the many 
kind hearts that opened so cordially to receive me in October last.”

MR. PEEBLES AT BRADFORD.
On Thursday, the 28th April. Mr. J. M. Peebles gave the first of a series of 
lectures at the Mechanics’ Hall, Bradford, on Spiritualism. There was a 
very fair audience, and the lecturer handled his subject in a thoroughly 
masterly manner, informing the Christian portion of his audience that while 
they “  walk by faith ” we “  walk by light,'’ while they “  believe ” we “ know.” 
At the close of the lecture, a little dumpy woman mounted the rostrum, and 
delivered herself of a very clever, but bitterly sarcastic speech, denouncing 
in regular wholesale fashion, the style, arguments, and ideas of the lecturer; 
but when she was announced as Mrs. Law, the lecturer did not throw away 
mercy on her, but gave her justice; and as Law and Justice don’t quite agree 
justice (as it ought to be) overcame, and I don’t think Mrs. Law will seek 
it again at the hands of Mr. Peebles. I  confess I  had no idea that a man 
with so much kindness in his character, could hit so hard.

On the night following, Mr. Peebles discoursed eloquently on the “ Bible 
Proofs of Spiritualism;” on Saturday, on the “ Judgment D a y ;” and on 
Sunday, in Pullan’s New Music Hall, there were three meetings held, 
which were largely taken advantage of by the public. In the morning, Mr. 
Peebles lectured on “ Salvation and Punishment;” and in the evening, on 
“ Heaven and H e ll;” the afternoon meeting having been devoted to trance 
speeches; wliilst on Monday night the hall at Bowling was crammed to 
excess, to hear Mr. Peebles deliver his last lecture.
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There is a Society of Phrenologists in Bradford, who had a meeting on 
Tuesdajr night, at which Mr. Peebles attended, when as a result of his 
visit, a committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Spencer, Brown, 
Jarvis, and Cross, to organise a psychological society, which I  doubt not 
will prove successful.

On the whole, Bradford has had a refreshing time of it, and Mr. Peebles 
is leaving just as he is beginning to become popular.

As an instance of the general feeling in the town, there is a spectroscopic 
exhibition here just now, and when they were playing the haunted house, 
the actor declared that his house had always been haunted, but since that 
man Peebles had come to town, it seems ten times worse. Tins sally was 
received with roars of laughter.

Mr. Peebles has left Bradford with the best wishes of every one, and 
many hope for another visit before Iris final departure for America.— Yours, 
&c., Clara S herwood.

PROGRESS AT NOTTINGHAM.
To the Editor.

D ear S ir,—By the desire of the members of the Progressive Spiritualists' 
Mutual Improvement Class, and wijth your kind permission, I  will place 
before your readers the third half-yearly report of the above class. In this 
month's Human Nature you make this remark, “  The Lyceum lives, nay 
thrives," and I am very glad to say the same is equally true of this class. 
Since my last communication (which may he seen in Human Nature for 
December, 1869, and also our mode of using the contributions, &c.,) our 
numbers have just been doubled. I  am very glad to say that several of our 
less bigoted friends of the other camp have joined, and appear to be much 
interested in our class. On Good Friday we had a social tea-party at the 
Lyceum. About nine o’clock the secretary was called upon to give his 
report. He said there were two things in the report which gave him much 
pleasure—first, that the women had taken so much interest in the subjects 
which had been discussed, and to see them defend themselves and claim 
their rights so enthusiastically; second, that their numbers had so much 
increased, which would cause a greater variety of opinions and subjects to be 
brought before the class, which he believed would tend to make the class 
more interesting than ever, for “ variety” appeared to him to he conspicuous 
on every page of the “ Book of Nature.” The total amount of contribu­
tions for the half-year had been =61 7s. 5d., and the total amount of expen­
diture for books was =61 5s., leaving a balance of 2s. 5d. in hand. It will 
be seen from this that we have received almost as much this last six months 
as we did the twelvemonths previous. I  might saĵ  that the whole, or nearly 
so, of the books have been purchased from the Progressive Library, as we 
felt it our duty to support as far as possible our much respected Mend Mr. 
J. Burns, I  think classes of this kind might be made of great use amongst 
spiritualists, where friends might be able to discuss various subjects. I 
will now give you a list of the various subjects which have been discussed : 
— Oct. 29, 1869, ‘ ‘ Compulsory Education is against the liberty of the Work­
ing Classes, therefore unjust”—introduced by Mr. Ashworth; Nov. 5, “ A 
Working Man is not a competent Representative for a Member of Parlia­
ment "— Mr. Herrod; Nov. 12, “ The Republican form of Government supe­
rior to Monarchial ”— Mr. Moreton; Nov. 19, “ The Variety of Nations: that 
all Nations sprang from one common stock, and were originally white ”— 
Mr. Swain (the above subject, though rather speculative, was very interest­
ing, it having occupied three consecutive Frida}"- nights) ; Dec. 10, “ Vege­
tarianism, the ultimate Food of Man—-Mr. Hitchcock; Dec. 17, the same 
subject, continued by Mrs. Hitchcock; Dec. 24 to Feb. 11, 1870 (these 
nights were occupied in revising the rules .which were then on the book.
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and adding such others as were deemed necessary ; Feb. 25, “ Womans 
Position”— by Mrs. Hitchcock ; March 4, same subject continued by Mrs. 
Hitchcock; March 11, the same continued by Mr. Ashworth; March 18, 
the same hy Mrs. Stretton; March 25, the same continued by Miss Gamble.

There has been no question discussed in the class that has been so deepty 
interesting, and called forth such warm enthusiasm as the one last named. 
Nearly all the women had sufficient courage to claim their rights, and in a 
creditable manner too. Mrs. Hitchcock thought the education and training 
of woman's intellectual faculties was of the greatest importance, as it had a 
most powerful influence over the child, both before and after it was born. 
She maintained that all great and good men, had good and noble mothers. 
She appeared to think that justice would never be done woman until they 
had then- representatives in the House of Commons. Mrs. Stretton was of 
opinion that there was much room for the better education of women. She 
contended that there would be very little need for compulsory education if 
woman was educated as she ought to be.— Hoping to have the pleasure of 
your company, and such other Mends as could make it convenient to attend 
our pic-nic, I  remain, yours for progression and truth,

J ames A shworth, Seoy.
April 28, 1870.

. CH ILD RE N ’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.
209 St. A nn’s W ell R oad. N ottingham, 

May 9th, 1870.
D ear S ir ,— According to my promise in last Human Nature, I  forward you 
a short programme for our fourth annual pic-nic, to he held on June 27th, 
at the Black’s Head Pleasure Grounds, Mansfield Road, near Nottingham. 
It is likely some of our friends will recollect that two years since we held 
our pic-nic at the above-named place, and we believe all were highly de­
lighted with the day’s proceedings. It is our intention to assemble on the 
grounds at two o’clock in the afternoon, so as to allow the members of the 
Lyceum as much time as possible to enjoy themsdves in the various 
games— swinging, gymnastics, football, dancing, &c., &c. Tea to be on the 
table at four o’clock, after which the members of the Lyceum will take up 
their banners, and perform some of their Lyceum marches to singing and 
music. Towards the close of the day, it is arranged for the leaders, officers, 
and friends of the Lyceuin to address the meeting, and at convenient times, 
the choir will display their vocal abilities. W e hope to see as many of our 
friends from the distant localities, as can make it convenient to attend.— 
Yours, &c., T homas S. Stretton.

M I S C E L L A N E A .

Unavailing R egrets.— At a very successful seance in Cincinnati 
the other night a man burst into tears when the medium described 
very accurately a tall blue-eyed spirit standing by him with light side 
whiskers and his hair parted in the middle. “  Do you know him ? ” 
inquired a man at his side, in a sympathetic whisper. “  Know him ? 
I guess I do,” replied the unhappy man, wiping his eyes. “  He was 
engaged to my wife. If he hadn’t a died he would have been her 
husband instead of me.” “  Oh, George, George,” he muttered in a 
voice choked with emotion, “  why, why did you peg out?”— American 
Paper.
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A Strange Tale of the Sea— The B oston  Traveller, of March 22 
says— About a year ago last month the schooner Andy Johnson, Mae- 
lellan, master, of Salem, started for George’s Banks on a fishing cruise, 
and has not been heard from since. About that time the schooner Has­
kell came in collision with a vessel in the night time on the banks, and 
sunk her, leaving a large piece of the rail of the unknown vessel on her 
bows. This piece corresponded with the Andy Johnson, and is sup­
posed to be the last relic of her. The Haskell started last month for 
the banks, and the first night on the fishing grounds had bad weather. 
Four of the men were on deck, when suddenly there appeared to them 
four of the missing men of the crew of the Johnson, who ordered them 
home. They were frightened and called the captain and the rest of the 
crew, told them what they had seen, and prevailed upon them to give 
up the voyage and return home, which they did, leaving the schooner 
on her arrival. The owners then shipped a new captain and crew, as 
not one of the former crew would go in her, and she again left for the 
Banks, where she arrived in good time, and they again tried their luck. 
Bad weather again met the schooner, and when all hands were on deck, 
eleven men appeared to them and took their lines from them, ordering 
them to return at once, which they did the next morning. Arriving off 
the harbour of Gloucester, they anchored the schooner and took the 
small boats to land, giving as a reason that they were afraid to take the 
vessel to Gloucester as they were ordered to Salem. The owners sent a 
tug-boat and towed the Haskell to their wharf, and now she is reported 
as returning the third time empty. This is a strange and curious tale, 
but it is vouched for by reliable parties as true. It has created a great 
deal of excitement in the ports of Salem and Gloucester.

T he D og a Temperance Orator.—The following, which we clip 
from the B oston  D a ily  H era ld , is about the best temperance lecture we 
ever perused. “  The Dumb Orator” is evidently a moral suasionist:—

T he D umb Orator.—“ Good Heavens, what does that dog mean?" was 
the ejaculatory expression of the writer on witnessing one of the most 
remarkable demonstrations of intelligence and affection ever displayed by 
a dumb animal. On Thursday night last, only a few minutes before mid­
night, when the avenues of the city u'ere almost deserted, there might have 
been seen passing along Cambridge Street, just below the Revere House a 
well-dressed, and evidently w'ell-to-do gentleman, somewhat past the meri­
dian of life, but who at that hour was certainly not himself. He had been 
drinking immoderately, and required all the latitude that the side walk 
afforded to direct his staggering steps. But he moved along slowdy and 
carefully from one block to another, closely followed by his faithful and most 
affectionate coach dog. Directly he came opposite the doorway and briliantly 
lighted windows of a drinking saloon. Here he halted for a moment, when 
with stumbling footsteps he seeks to enter the saloon. Just as he reaches the 
doorway, his faithful dog seizes hold of the skirts of his overcoat, pulls him 
back, and with a determined air of opposition endeavours to prevent his mas­
ter from entering. With pleading whine and demonstrations of great anxiety 
and affection he tried to stop his master. Still holding on to the skirts of 
his coat, the dumb but faithful creature said with all the eloquence he could 
command, “ Don’t go in, master, let us go home,” and then he rubbed his head 
softly against his master’s legs, raised his soliciting feet as if to seek the 
patting hand, and while thus pleading his cause he whined and trembled in 
such a manner that his mute eloquence did not and could not escape the

Vol. IV. W
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attention of his master. A sight such as the unaccustomed solicitude of 
this loving dog presented, was perhaps never seen before. The anxiety he 
manifested—the unabating perseverance of that devoted dog to accomplish 
his purpose, and the eloquence he then and there addressed to his intoxicated 
and unheeding master, can never be expressed in the speech of England. 
But it was all to no purpose. After speaking roughly to his more than 
faithful dog, he entered the saloon and called for drink, and even there his 
four-footed friend stood by him, and as he raised the glass to his lips tried 
to push him away from the counter. After drinking, the poor dog used every 
art of affectionate persuasion in his power to call his master to the door, 
and when they were again upon the street he bounded up and kissed his 
master's hand with all the endearing affection of the little child. Men, with 
minds, what call you this? Is it instinct or reason?

Ghosts.— There are a great variety of these visible and invisible, 
holy and unholy beings, which of late seem to enter largely into every 
department of human life. Our literature has been recently filled with 
stories about them—from the plays of the stage, to the sermons of 
the pulpit; from the jingle of rhyme, to the homespun narrative of family 
correspondence. The next generation is likely to be largely educated 
in ghost literature, as well as in seeing, hearing, and feeling the reality 
of their existence. As the holy and unholy ghosts come nearer to us 
and we lose our superstitious fear of both, they become personal, finite, 
progressive beings like ourselves, with about the same power to aid or 
harm us as we have to aid and harm each other. The ignorant and 
superstitious are still bound in fear of them, and over forty thousand 
clergymen are still engaged in trying to keep up the superstitious fear 
of the two extremes of ghostly existence, such as was well adapted to an 
age of ignorant and bewildered superstition, but is not at all fitted to 
the age in which we live, nor the people we represent. It is time the 
heathen and pagan ghosts were sent back to the Orient, and we accepted 
the outstretched hands of our old acquaintances, who are the real and 
m ateria l ghosts of our time, and whose friendship is worth every 
effort of ours to gain. We therefore greet this familiarity with ghosts as 
one of the best signs of progress in our country.— B a n n e r ,o f  L igh t.

MR, RUSKIN ON WOMAN’S INFLUENCE.
Mr Ruskin, at the close of a recent lecture on war, addressed to the Royal 

Military College, Woolwich, made the following remarks to the ladies 
present:— " You may wonder, perhaps, that I have spoken this night in 
praise of war. Yet truly, if it might be, I  for one, would fain join the 
cadence of hammer-strokes that should beat swords into ploughshares; and 
that this cannot be, is not the fault of us men. It is your fault. Wholly 
yours. Only by your command, or by your permission, can any contest 
take place among us. And the real, final reason for all the poverty, misery, 
and rage of battle throughout Europe is simply that you women, however 
good and religious, however self-sacrificing for those whom you love, are too 
selfish and too thoughtless to take pains for any creature out of your imme­
diate circles. You fancy that you are sorry for the pain of others. Now, I 
just tell you this; that if the usual course of war, instead of unroofing pea­
sants’ houses and ravaging peasants’ fields, merely broke china upon your 
own drawing-room tables, no war in civilised countries would last a week. 
I  tell you more, that, at whatever moment you choose to put a period to war 
you oould do it with less trouble than you take any day to go out to dinner.
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You know, or at least you might know, if jrou would think, that every battle 
you hear of has made many orphans and widows. W e have none of us 
heart enough truly to mourn with these; but at least we might put on the 
outer symbols of mourning with them. Let but every Christian lady who 
lias conscience toward God vow that she will mourn, at least inwardly, for 
His killed creatures. Your prayer is useless, and your church-going mere 
mockery of God, if you have not plain obedience in you to your conscience. 
Let every lady in the happy classes of. civilised Europe simply vow that, 
while any cruel war proceeds, she will wear black— a mute’s black— with 
no jewel, no ornament, no excuse for an invasion into prettiness ; I  tell you 
again no war would last a week.”

DEM ORALISING EFFECT OF N IGH T-W ORK.
The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher has recently been addressing the mem­

bers of Plymouth Church on this subject. In the course of his address he 
said:— It was desirable to begin life with nature, and not to run counter to 
it. He goes fast who sails with the Gulf Stream, and he goes slow who tries 
to sail against it. As a general thing, men could control their time, and the 
day was the time for work, and the night for social recreation within due 
bounds and for sleep. Do not turn yourself into students at night. A l­
though you hear of the midnight oil, it is the worst oil that was ever burned, 
for it disarranges all a man’s body. I f a minister works late at night 
you may be perfectly safe that he cannot be a wholesome man all round. 
The judgments that men form at night are never so sound as those they 
form in the morning. There is many and many a man that wears out, 
without one single vicious habit about him, simply by grinding out life by 
night-work. Secondly, I  object to several pleasures, even in moral bounds. 
They are not wholesome, turning night into day; using unnatural lights 
is not healthy, either to body or soul. Men laugh at the old New England 
customs of sitting down to tea at four o’clock, and coming home, and all 
getting to bed at eight; but there was nothing to laugh at in it. The un­
healthy men are the city men, and the country has to send its true men in 
all the time to sustain the city. It could not sustain itself without the 
transmission of country men, who have observed the natural laws of health, 
and they come in to make up for the waste occasioned by city practices. 
Men go to parties at eight o’clock, at twelve or one o ’clock the festival is 
at its height, and then comes the internal feeding; and at night all men are 
pigs, more than in the daĵ , though that they are anywhere when feeding is 
goingon. Did you ever see men on a steamer or at a party? See how 
they rush, how they lean over, liow they grab, how they gourmandise, 
stuffing their fill; eating and eating and eating, like hogs. And they may 
be in other respects good men— elders, class leaders, deacons, and minis­
ters ; but what can you expect of a man who takes his second supper at 
midnight, and is up until three or four o’clock in the morning, and then 
goes home and retires at about the time he should get up ? Then comes his 
restless sleep, and about ten or eleven in the forenoon he gets up grim, 
desponding, talking in lugubrious tones of his night’s— enjoyment. There 
are creatures, it is said, that can live in the fire, and I  believe it, for I  have 
seen people live in this way for 20, 30, 40—ay, 90 days, and then have to 
go to Saratoga to rest themselves, all broken down, their nerves all unstrung, 
their digestion impaired, and all run down generally. Consider how sinful 
it is to allow this rack and strain of the system to go on winter after winter. 
Talk about thieves being wicked; the man that does this, although he does 
not sin against society, he does against God. There have been some that 
may have sinned unwittingly. I  have been remiss in my duty for not speak­
ing of it before; but after this, if the young of my congregation do these 
things, I wish them to know what I  think of them. Up all night, dancing
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nil night, fooling; it is altogether unpardonable. I have a single thing more 
to say, and that relates to the effect of darkness upon the city itself. Good 
broad streets, well laid out, and kept clean and well lighted, will have more 
moral influence than all the churches and all the preaching put together. 
Therefore, while we preach the Gospel we ought always to make this ap­
plication of it, and the great physical laws of health which teach us that 
darkness is evil. I wish that some of the aldermen or supervisors of the 
city were here among my congregation, and I would ask them to go through 
some of the streets, and Pineapple Street in particular, where there is only 
one light that I can see. All classes of men should preach this thing of 
plenty of light in the streets. Doctors should preach it, ministers should 
preach it—not that they should neglect dogmas or doctrines, but there is a 
time for dogmas and a time for doctrines, and these other things, also, should 
not he neglected.

SHE HAS FALLEN !
“ Y es, she has fallen! What now’ have you to do but wrap your Pharisaical 
garment closely about you, and “ pass by on the other side ? ”

What know you of that wily tempter whose honeyed word and smile- 
wreathed coils no human could resist unless surrounded by the all-defend­
ing shield of Divine grace ? What know you, cold-hearted, passionless 
moraliser, of the height and depth and strength of that all-sacrificing 
“ first love” of a pure, gushing, young heart? What know’ you who are 
shielded by loving arms and noble hearts, of the keenness of those long years 
of suffering heaped upon that devoted wife by the inhuman monster she is 
obliged to call “ husband,” or the agonies that at last become too great for 
human endurance, and reason totters upon its throne, while the poor vic­
tim hangs suspended over a fearful gulf, with none near to give her aid ? 
How long would you have paused to reflect upon the sin of throwing your­
self into the arms of the first angel-rohed tempter that offered you his 
protection?

Oh, believe me, 'tis very easy relying upon your ow’n strength when it has 
never been tried by a like temptation—very easy to boast of your innocence 
when guilt has never attempted to lure you to his side ! What to you are those 
remorseful days and sleepless nights that are W’earing away the life of the 
poor, unpitied, forsaken victim of man's debasing passions? You have no 
worktodo.nohrokenhearts on which to pour the balm of Christian consolation, 
no bruised reeds to bind up with a sister’s love and sympathy. No, none ! 
Enough for you that “ Magdalen ” is written upon her brow with an indelible 
stain that her bitterest tears can never w’ash aw’ay! Enough that you have a 
cloak of purity for your own conscience that no alluring temptation has 
ever essayed to thrust aside! You can calmly, unrelentingly shut the gate 
of mercy forever upon her to whom Jesus said: “ Neither do I condemn 
thee.” And you are his professed follower! God help you in that hour 
when it shall he thundered in your ear, “ Inasmuch as ye forgive not one 
another your trespasses!” God help you when too late you find that “ the 
last shall he first and the first last!” God help you when yours is the liypo- 
pocrite’s final doom!

He that would enjoy the fruit must not gather the flower.
Time is a travelling thief, ever stealing, yet no man can catch him.
Flattery is a sort of had money to which vanity gives currency.
It is not in the power of a good man to refuse making another happy, 

where he has both ability and opportunity.
Send your son into the world with good principles and a good education, 

and he will find his way in the dark.
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