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PHRENOLOGY.

Ko System of M etaphysics or Mental Science has teen 53 
popular or educational as Phrenology. I : is comparatively a 
short time since its doctrines were first promulgated yet. it 
has extended itself through all classes of society where the 
Caucasian race and civilisation rules. This success has teen 
achieved under the ban. and in opposition to the teachings of 
time-honoared institutions, organised svstems. and reeuniarv 
interests. Theology has denounced i t : Philosophy has scouted 
it; and science has repeatedly dissected its dead carcass. Yet. 
with the tenacity of life immortal, it has beneficently smiled cn 
its persecutors, and continued to bless mankind with its light 
and guidance. I t  represents man in a natural and self-evi­
dent manner which at once recommends itself to the experience 
and common-sense of mankind. I t  unmistakably points out 
the errand law existing between mind and organisation. Itc o . . .  ~ #
annihilate the dogmas of ” d e p ra v ity a n a ly se s  the elements or
mind; gives rules for the delineation of character, and the
cultivation and harm onv of the individual. In  manv thousands*■ •
of instances it has introduced the study of man to persons and 
communities who would otherwise have remained in rite dark­
ness of mental inertia, and has led to self-examination, im­
provement, and elevation. Fault is found with Phrenology 
that it has not taught us all we desire to know about the mind 
and brain. True, it has n o t : but is it not capable of doing so ? 
No science has yet taugh t us everything respecting the subject 
on which it treats. Science, as a m atter of course, is progres­
sive ; and if the science of mind iPhrenologv) does not vet save 1 * ( 
lazy book-students all trouble of research in acquiring a
knowledge of the subject the complaint is more disgrace to 
the one who makes it than  to the science. It is not our pur­
pose to enter into the philosophy or fundamental elements of

VoL II.
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Phrenology; nor to write for the highly f;d.w>{< i 
We respectfully invite such to write for uk, if /hr • h r// 
thing wherewith to enrich our slender store. Our | '
to produce a practical and attractive lesson for the young r,„,, • 
location and functions of the phrenological organs,'V-; ;d)m. 
understood. The greatest drawback to the progress of I1) "

r>t.H 
art y,

present, air/,

ology has been that no machinery has existed of an edit,.. 
tional character for introducing its teachings to shuccc;
generations. Pi very ten years ushers on to the stage of actv,/ 
a fresh supply of eager and youthful minds, who are left t,’ 
their own resources in gaining a knowledge of their merit,/ 
constitutions. A few enthusiastic lecturers, practitioners, aljf| 
publishers, have done what they could single-handed to rernoL 
this defect. These efforts are worthy of the highest praii/ 
yet they have entirely failed in keeping pace with the onward 
march of the generations. And it may be questioned if tllf. 
public are not more ignorant of Phrenology during the last, de- 
cade than in previous ones, because of the lack of agenda g, 
bring the subject before the people. Such a void occurred on 
the decline of the Edinburgh School, hut was happily filled ir, 
by the visit of Messrs J-’owler A Wells of New York, which has 
been continued by Mr L. N . Fowler to the present time, and 
we hope will be for many years in the future. Till an An* 
thropological College is established, or chair of Human Nature 
in existing colleges, the education of the people on this most 
important of all subjects m ust be conducted as hitherto by the 
platform and the press. Our convictions in this direction arc 
the apology we have to offer for introducing the present 
article. The science should be taught in every school a:.d 
family.

Perhaps no single object connected with this science, not 
excepting the Bust, has been so widely useful in giving a

Various authors have laid claim to the invention of this pic­
torial diagram ; but we believe the idea first originated with L 
N. Fowler of New York, who states that he can show the proof 
of the original print. I t  has been reproduced in many forms, 
sometimes containing more organs, sometimes fewer. Tkc 
symbols have also been changed from time to time, to give * 
clearer conception of the power o f  mind represented.

Through the kindness of Mr 8 . B . Wells of New York, 
Editor of the Phrenological .Journal, we are enabled to preset 
our readers with the latest edition of this print. It may ^  
looked upon as the e/oonent of American Or; 
the present hour. We will take the o gly, and
attach to each a few words o f explanation of the fym 
definition appropriate to them respectively. The number^
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„ taken from the New I’hyniognomy, nr Hi,,.,,
W ells, N ew  York.* ’•by S, K.

No. 1, Amativk.vkss The faculty of sexual love, j,.ri,p. 
attractiveness to the opposite sex, and a desire V; enjoy 
company, ft is represented by a rosy chubhyeuoid. the '■ r;, ,j
of desire,” bearing a flaming torch indicative of ardour ,j 
warmth, and flourishing hi:', bow by which be is enableo n, 
roach the affection:-; of’the object:: of hi:; do,ire. If; ; '-.too*. 
live temperament indicate:; the form of physiology in 
he luxuriates to the greatest ad vantage.

A, Co.ojuoal fjOv;-: T he Monogamic faculty, giving a desire
to reciprocate the ex cl naive love of one in matrimony. \\ e. 
symbolized by the performance of the ceremony of maw lag® 
the result of its action.

No. 2, Pif;r/;P/tOGi-:.‘.-n'/V'/-;;:r;”v '1 lie maternal, parental feel­
ing. It disposes man and animals to give due attention to their 

sing, i t  is most fully developed in /roman, and the 
feminine sex generally, which is well illustrated in the en­
graving. A woman is shown exulting over a lapfuJ. of children, 
while her partner is contented with merely standing and 
looking on.

No. 3, Friendship—T he Social feeling desire for 
pariionsbip, attachment, devotion to individuals and society, is 
beautifully represented by two little girls walking band in .dm.-I. 
with their arms round each other’s necks. The most beautiful 
expression of love and attachment is often witnessed In the 
young. The perverse manners and customs of society too 
often nip this blossom  in tne early bud.

No. i ,  In h ab itiv k n ess— Is  symbolised by the traveller con­
templating hi;; home in the distance : the familiar village 
church-spire peeping over the hill, ft is that element of mind 
which gives a desire for a borne, plaee of abode, or haven of 
met It also gives rise to love of country, arid combined with 
the other social feelings leads to clanishness and nationality.O *

No. 5, C ontinuity— The student poring over his hooks, 
and consuming the oil of life, and burning the mid-night lamp, 

represent# the power of rnind winch beelines us to give 
undivided and continued attention to one subject until it is ex­
hausted. Some b a re  th is organ very small and get “ too many 

,*®0S in the fire.” Those who have it large are prohx, and 
Telr friends vote them  a bore.

greatest work on the subject, 
" * • ; ' « elerpj.mjy ^>ur,d. Trice iris.

J ■ ; H J ••-A Uf/'/#'?!/■ ;'i ; O; 1
Jjonrhfj: Progr^aive I.:br-ry.
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E. Yitativeness—L ove of L ife— desire to exist, is svml 
lised by the turtle which is exceedingly tenacious of lif,-! 
It will live for months under the most disadvantageous circuit 
stances, and can scarcely be killed unless its vital apparatus 
is disorganised by mechanical means.

Xo. 6, C o m b a tiv e xess—Xeeds very little added to the picture 
to explain it. The “ offensive" part towards the ear is very 
clearly defined by the excited boy who has just knocked his 
companion down, and who is consequently on the “ defensive," 
and his position on the diagram points out the relative spot 
through which this form of combativeness manifests itself, 
“ Courage” is located above, which the position of the rooster 
boldlv indicates.

V

Xo. 7, D e str u c tiv e n e ss—H ardness, executiveness, prompt­
ness, and severity are all very fully represented in the acts, 
habits, and manners of carnivora. A tiger about to spring 
upon the timid gazelle very aptly conveys the language of this 
organ.

Xo. 8, A lb ie x t iy e x e s s— The captain of the commissariat 
department—rejoices at the sight of a good dinner, and much 
more in the eating of it. H e is wide in front of the ears, and 
to allow the organ to gratify itself, a full development of the 
nutritive temperament is required, which the engraving very 
positively shows.

Xo. 9, Acquisitiveness— Is  represented by a miser counting 
over his accumulations. This indicates the extreme perversion 
of the organ, which normally is the principal element in in­
dustry, economy, providential forethought, and that wise inde­
pendence which “ lays up for a rainy day.”

Xo. 10, Secretive  n ess— The conservative principle—ails 
acquisitiveness in the retention of wealth. The sly fox prowl­
ing around the farm-yard symbolises one phase of the organ. 
Xo faculty is more operated upon for good or for evil by social 
and domestic usage than this im portant organ. Misdirected, it 
is a prime element in hypocrisy, evasion, and that equivo­
cating spirit which is scarcely compatible with honesty aui 
candour.

Xo. 11. Cautiousness— Apprehends danger—is anxious 1 
forethoughtful, and sometimes timid and irresolute. The piu* 
dent hen protecting her chicks from the rapacious hawk repre­
sents more than one phase of this organ.

x  12. Appeobativeness— The gentleman bowing so pokuQ 
to an over-dressed and ostentatious lady very well exp-re- '-5



PHRENOLOGY. 340

j!? ]anouage of a desire to please on his part, and to gain ad­
miration and popularity on hers. These subdivisions of the 
^Uui «re relatively located where the figures of the lady and 
modern an are placed. This faculty is of the greatest irnport- 
oUce in social life. I t  gives ease and bearing to the person. 
!,nd a desire to cultivate the amenities of social intercourse. It 
•s generally found in a diseased condition.

Xo. 13, S e l f  E s te e m — Dignity, governing power, indepen­
dence, the manly and commanding spirit—is not very well 
svrabolised in the drawing. The stru tting  man and vain 
peacock would have been more at home within the lines of 
approbativeness. I t  would perhaps be difficult to devise a 
symbol which would represent this im portant feeling without 
leading to ambiguity. The “ H an  at the W heel,” and the 
commander of a ship giving orders in time of danger, might be 
introduced.

Xo. 14, F irmness— Convevs its definition bv its name, as' V */ '
well as by the pyramid on the diagram. The position occupied
by the man pulling the halter is the seat of Perseverance.”
" Stabilitv” is in the centre, while D ecision" is in the left hand ¥ '
comer, verv forcibly indicated bv the blows that are falling on* v J J O
the poor donkey, the universally-acknowledged embodiment of 
stubbornness—a compound quality of mind arising from the 
perverted action of decision and stability.

Xo. 15, Conscientiousness — Justice holding the scales 
symbolises this m oral sentiment. I t  inclines to self-examina­
tion. integrity, scrupulousness in m atters of duty, obligation,
and consistency.¥

Xo. 16, H ope— H as long been represented by the Anchor.
It looks to the future, buoys the mind with enthusiastic 
expectations of the yet-to-be. I t  has a most happy influence 
on the individual, and is generally found low in development.

Xo. 17, S p ir itu a l i ty — An ecstatic seer, with elevated hands 
and upturned gaze, receiving inspiration from the world above, 
very indifferently symbolises this little-understood faculty. 
Faith, trust, and a satisfied state of mind arising from a 
settled dependence or reliance on the nature of things, is the 
happy result of this faculty*. T he point towards Ideality is 
often largely developed in  mediums and those subject to im­
pressions and visions. I t  is an intuitive religious element, and 
gives rise to the notion of a superintending providence and 
spiritual guidance.

Xo. 18, Veneration— Is the title affixed to a faculty so little 
'mderstood and so abstract in its higher action as to beC
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almost incapable of definition or symbolical representation. It 
lias a high moral influence upon tlie mind, giving an intense 
aspiration for that which is suprem e in holiness, purity, and 
merit. I t  has the most powerful influence of any faculty in 
directing the passions, affections, and intellect. It inspires 
the mind with awe and regard for the aged or worthy, as indi­
cated by the youth paying respect to the man of ripe experi­
ence. I t  “ hungers and th irs ts  ” for higher moral conditions, 
which is universally expressed in the act of prayer.

No. 19, B e n e v o le n c e — T he distributive moral feeling—has 
amongst its definitions the desire to do good, tenderness, sym­
pathy, liberality, and the philanthropic spirit. It is very 
appropriately figured by the Good Samaritan assisting the 
stranger in difficulty.

No. 20, C o n str u c tiv e n e ss— Is  indicated by a cogged-wheel. 
I t  is pre-eminently a m echanical faculty, but it takes many 
forms besides that of machine-making. In  some temperaments 
it aids in the construction of pictures, poetry, orations, lectures, 
books, garments, houses, ships, plans, schemes, and all employ­
ments demanding manual or m ental dexterity.

No. .21, I d e a l i t y — The esthetic faculty, or love of the beau­
tiful and perfect, is represented  by a beautiful female—one of 
the muses we suppose—w ith elegantly formed limbs, holding a 
musical instrument, and reclining near a work of art with a 
painter’s palette near her. I n  some instances, when this 
organ is very large, the person is more nice than wise. It is 
powerful in literature, the arts, and all th a t is refining, pure, 
and expanding. I t  is generally either uncultivated or misdirected.

B, Sublim ity—May be called the  organ of imagination. 
Those who are large in the reg ion  of Sublimity and Ideality, 
are sometimes very im aginative and unpractical. They live 
too much in dreamland, and find the common objects of life 
scarcely up to their expectations. T h is organ is symbolised 
by Niagara Waterfalls. T h e  stupendous in nature or art 
excites this faculty highly. I t  leads to  exaggeration.

No. 2.2, Im itation— T he copying instinct manifests itself in 
quite a number of ways, one of which is represented in the 
diagram by an artist taking a p o rtra it. I t  enables us to adapt 
ourselves to society by copying m anners. I t  helps the actor 
much in representing character, and is one of the chief chan­
nels or ports by which we take on knowledge, and benefit by 
surrounding influences. I t  is very active in the young.

No. 28, Mirthfulness —A  jo lly  tem peram ent and humorous
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face unmistakably points out the location of this faculty. I t 
aids reason by ridiculing the absurd and incongruous.

No. 24, I n d i v i d u a l i t y — The inquisitive knowledge-gathering 
disposition is well represented by an astronomer gazing at the 
stars through a telescope. This is a very indispensable organ 
in the acquisition of physical knowledge, or distinctness of 
conception on any scientific subject.

No. 25, F o r m — Gives width between the eyes, and enables 
us to remember the outline shapes of things. A child with it 
large can learn the alphabet readier than one having it small.

No. 26, S i z e —Enables us to measure distances and quan­
tities with the eye, and is represented by two apples of different 
sizes.

No. 27, W e i g h t —Adapts man to the laws of gravity, whereby 
he judges of the weight of things, strength of materials, and to 
balance himself in walking, or in an elevated position, as is 
represented in the diagram by a man walking the tight-rope.

These last four organs are exceedingly useful to all mecha­
nics, and those engaged with physical objects.

No. 28, C o lo u r— This faculty is symbolised by the rainbow.
Its development enables us to discriminate and remember 
colours.

No. 29, O rd er—Arrangement, system, neatness, precise 
finish, is indicated on the picture by a housewife arranging her 
plates and dishes on shelves made to receive them.

No. 30, C a lc u la t io n — The power to number, is indicated 
by a sum in long division.

No. 31, L o c a li ty — The exploring faculty— ability to travel 
and remember places, is very well illustrated by a traveller on 
horseback near a guidepost.

No. 32, E v e n t u a l i t y — Some people “ talk like a book;” 
they are full of anecdotal lore, and can relate occurrences just 
as they happened; they are said to have a good memory. A 
book in which is recorded what are called facts very appro­
priately illustrates th is organ.

No. 33, Time— Gives a consciousness of duration, helps the 
memory with dates and in music. I t  is represented by a sand­
glass and dial.

No. 34, T u n e— T he musical instinct. The ability to remem­
ber and distinguish m usical sounds is pictorially defined bv a 
lady playing the guitar, w ith a lyre near her.
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No. 35, L an gu age— T h is  o rg an  is located  in the brain above 
and behind the eye, and, w hen  la rg e , forces th a t organ forward 
and downward. I t  has no  sy m b o lica l p ic tu re  to represent it.

No. 30, C a u sa lity — T h e  ab ility  to  com prehend principles 
and to th ink  abstractly , to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  why and wherefore 
of things, and to syn the tise . I t  is  rep re se n ted  by a picture of 
Newton observing an apple fa ll from  a  tree . H is endeavour to 
explain the cause of th a t  s im p le  p h en o m en o n  is said to have 
led to his discovery of th e  law  of g rav ita tion .

No. 37, Comparison— T h e  an a ly sin g , criticising, comparing, 
inquisitive, adapting facu lty , is  re p re se n te d  by a chemist in his 
laboratory.

C, Human N a tu re— T h e  pow er to  d iscern  motives, char­
acter, and qualities, also to  p re d ic t an d  foresee. This intuitive 
faculty, or essence of in te llec t, is  show n by  two men in conver­
sation, one of whom is devoid  o f th is  facu lty , whilst the other 
on the right, who has it  la rg e , re a d s  an d  contro ls the mind of 
the other.

D, Suavity—M any are  th o u g h t to  have  good reasoning 
intellects because of th e ir  h ig h  sq u a re  foreheads, but who do 
not manifest tha t tendency  of m ind . S uch  heads are largely 
developed in the social intuitions , to  w hich  th e  nam e of Suavity 
has been given. P ersons so o rg an ised  are  b land, often com­
municative, playful, y o u th fu l, an d  d em o n stra tiv e ; are often 
vapid and superficial, yet ab le to  e n te r ta in  com pany well. A 
genius of this description is re p re se n te d  on  th e  diagram divul­
ging his thoughts to a ra p t lis ten e r.

Such is a general outline o f th e  ph reno log ica l organs, with 
their definitions as at p re sen t ta u g h t by th e  popular American 
phrenologists. N otw ithstanding  its  sim plic ity  and absence of 
philosophical and scientific s tra in in g , so gratify ing  to pedants, 
it will be found to p resen t an  en u m era tio n  o f existing mental 
powers which, when tak en  to g e th e r , cover nearly  the whole 
ground of mental ac tio n ; an d  th e  location  of the organs is 
sufficiently accurate to enable an  ad ep t to  read  character and 
motives with greater success th a n  cou ld  be attained by long 
acquaintance with the ind iv idual. O ne g rea t department of 
phrenological science is n o t in c lu d ed  in  th e  above synopsis— 
namely, that of physiology. T h e  w hole body is  the organ of 
the mind, and the tem peram en ta l conditions involved in the 
different states and developm ents of th e  physiological organs 
must be taken into account in  all cases w hen considering the 
combined action and peculiar b ias o f th e  m ental faculties. 
However lightly it may be trea ted  and  laughed  at by those who



THE SCIENTIFIC ANJJ M OItAL A SPEC TS OF SPIRITUALISM. o ro

do not u n d e r s ta n d  i t ,  t h i s  s im p le  c a ta lo g u e  a n d  d iag ram  h a s  
taught th e  w o rld , w i th in  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a rs , m ore  of th e  
truths of m e n ta l  s c ie n c e  t h a n  a ll  t h e  la b o u r s  o f m e tap h y sica l 
and p h ilo so p h ic a l w r i t e r s  a n d  te a c h e r s  d u r in g  a  m u ch  lo n g e r  
period. T h is  is  a  s t u d y  t h a t  b e lo n g s  to  a l l  h u m a n  beings, 
whatever th e i r  c a l l in g  o r  p o s i t io n  in  life  m a y  b e , a n d  it is w ith  
the desire th a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  m a y  b e c o m e  s tu d e n t s  o f  p h ren o lo g y , 
and induce o th e r s  to  fo llo w  t h e i r  e x a m p le ,  t h a t  wc h av e  in tro ­
duced th is  s im p le  i n i t i a t o r y  le s s o n .  T h o s e  w ho  d es ire  to  
pursue th e  s tu d y  f u r t h e r  s h o u ld  p r o c u r e  F o w le r ’s Self- 
Instructor, 2 s ; F o w l e r ’s  P h r e n o lo g y — p r o v e d , i l lu s tra te d , an d  
applied, Os; a n d  F o w l e r ’s E d u c a t io n ,  c o m p le te ,  12s Od; also 
Combe’s O u tl in e s ,  I s  6 d ;  E le m e n t s  o f  P h re n o lo g y , 8 s Od; 
System o f P h r e n o lo g y ,  1 5 s . M r  B r i d g e ’s P h re n o lo g y  M ade 
Practical, 8 s 6 d , is  a l s o  a  u s e fu l  w o rk . A  b u s t  is  of g rea t 
assistance; th e y  m a y  b e  h a d  f ro m  I s  Od u p w a r d s .  T h e  b es t 
is Mr F o w le r’s n e w  b u s t  in  c h in a , w ith  s u b d iv is io n s  o f all th e  
organs, w h ich  m a y  b e  h a d ,  w ith  a  d e s c r ip t iv e  m a n u a l, fo r 
10s 6d. E v e r y  f a m ily  s h o u ld  in c lu d e ,  i n  t h e i r  l i te ra ry  s u p ­
plies, som e w o rk s  o n  P h r e n o lo g y .  AVe s t r o n g ly  reco m m en d  
for general r e a d in g  t h e  P hreno log ica l J o u r n a l  an d  L ife  I l l u s ­
trated, a m a g a z in e  c o n ta in in g  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p o p u la r  w ritin g  
for the m oney , w e ll i l l u s t r a t e d ,  a n d  c a lc u la te d  to  in s t ru c t  a n d  
interest th e  p u b lic  o n  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  n a tu re  of m an , 
and the m ig h ty , s o c ia l ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  i s s u e s  th a t  a rise  th e r e ­
from. A ll n e c e s s a ry  d ia g ra m s ,  b o o k s  a n d  a p p a ra tu s  fo r le a rn ­
ing, teaching, o r  p r a c t i s in g  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  P h re n o lo g y , m ay  be 
obtained at th e  o ffice  o f  H u m a n  N a tu r e .

T H E  S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  M O R A L  A S P E C T S  O F
S P I R I T U A L I S M .

( T o  the E d i t o r  o f  H um an N a tu re . )

S ir,—The g r a v e r  a n d  m o re  re f le c tiv e  p o r t io n  o f  y o u r  readers 
must, I should s u p p o s e , h a v e  e n jo y e d  a  q u ie t  sm ile  a t the ra th e r 
contradictory “ d e l iv e r a n c e ,” as o u r  S c o t t i s h  f r ie n d s  would phrase 
it, of Messrs A tk in s o n  a n d  L e ig h to n  r e s p e c t in g  th e  m erits and 
demerits of m y  le c tu r e  o n  S p ir i tu a l is m . N o t  o n ly  do they  differ in  
opinion gen era lly , h u t  so a n ta g o n is t ic  a r e  th e i r  v iew s, th a t the v e ry  
portions of m y  a d d re s s  w h ic h  p le a s e  th e  o n e  displease the o ther. 
Thus Mr A tk in so n  w a r m ly  a p p ro v e s  o f  m y  scientific tre a tm en t 
of the subject, b u t  is a lm o s t i r a te  a t  m y  o b se rv a tio n s on its m oral 
aspect; w hile, c o n v e rs e ly , M r  L e ig h to n  zealously  opposes m y
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scientific arguments, while he as thoroughly endorses my caution ̂ 
and recommendations in the moral section.

Mr Atkinson is a man of science— a profound thinker and a 
veteran mesmerist; and I  feel greatly flattered by the contents 
of his letter. As a physicist of the Positive school, his own 
investigations have doubtless been conducted according to the 
most rigid canons of induction ; and I  am most happy to find 
that my remarks on the scientific aspect of Spiritualism have so 
creditably passed the ordeal of his sound yet unsparing criticism, 
But what shall we say to the postscript ? How are we to make 
this harmonise with the le tte r?  Well, perhaps it would be 
unfair to press my advantage in this respect, as, in all probability, 
the said postscript was written, not only in haste, but also under 
some degree of vexation. As regards my opinion of Comte and 
Positivism, Mr Atkinson will find it expressed at considerable 
length, in my article on “ Race in Religion,” in the Anthropological 
Review for October, 1866. A nd without, therefore, expending 
more time in discussing the m oral aspect of Spiritualism, respecting 
which, whether from diversity in our organic conditions or 
educational influences, it is perhaps impossible that we should 
attain to perfect agreement, may I  most earnestly request Mr 
Atkinson to state in what [ have erred “ in laying down the law 
to inquirers ” ? This is a practical m atter of some importance, 
in respect to which we shall all be greatly advantaged by receiving 
the benefit of Mr A tkinson’s prolonged and varied experience as 
a mesmeric operator. I f  I  have fallen into any mistake, the 
sooner it is rectified the b e t te r ; nor will any one esteem such 
correction at his hands m ore highly  or receive it more gratefully 
than myself.

But it is time that I  should advance to the more systematic 
assault of my friend Mr Leighton, who, if “ no orator as Brutus 
is,” undoubtedly possesses the  far more subtle and persuasive 
eloquence of Shakespeare’s h i arc A n th o n y ; and lias used his 
gift to such purpose on the presen t occasion, that, if he has not 
“ made the worse appear the better cause,” it was certainly from 
no lack of either zeal or ability on his part. I rejoice that 
Spiritualism has found such a champion, whose literary ability 
so thoroughly qualifies him  for presenting the fruits of his 
experience in the most attractive form, and whose clear ana 
logical intellect enables him  to arrange his facts and deduce h13O O .
conclusions, so as to produce the  greatest possible effect on tlm 
mind of his hearers. Perhaps it  is not too much to say that 
have here the highest tide-wave, thus far, of what we may tern1 
the argumentative phase of the spiritualistic movement. This13 
what it lias to say for itself. A fter this fashion do its abkd 
representatives acquit them selves on the great battlefield 01 
controversy. This is its rep ly  to the doubter. Here arc its d'dJ



THE SCIENTIFIC AND MORAL ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM. 355

and these arc its conclusions. Let us sec, then, to what they 
amount.

And, first, as to my nomenclature. It seems that this is 
regarded as offensive by Spiritualists. Now, the proper meaning 
of words can only be determined by their etymology and their 
use; that is, their accepted significance in the past and the 
present. Let us apply this to necromancy. Uvcgefiamia (from 
wxfoc, a dead body or deceased person, and /uamc, a soothsayer or 
diviner); that is, divination by communication or consultation 
with the dead. There is nothing here about “pretended.” That 
is an unauthorised addition of the English lexicographer, a 
superfluous expletive, which the derivation and use of the word 
in no respect warrant. I t  is one of a group of similar formation, 
such as hydromancy, pyromancy, rhabdomancy, with which all 
students of occult science are quite familiar, and which enable 
us to express in one euphonious Greek compound, what we 
could only utter by many words in English. It implies nothing 
about “ raising the dead” any more than laying them—it simply 
means divining by them —not defining the process though which 
this is accomplished.

Then it seems I have committed an offence in using the terms 
supernatural and miraculous, as applicable to the phenomena of 
the circle when contemplated through the spiritualistic hypothesis, 
and to convince me of my error, Mr Leighton quotes the opinions 
of certain rather Broad Church divines, according to whom the 
miraculous and supernatural are simply impossible. But let me 
ask Mr Leighton what would be the reception of any young 
candidate for ordination in any of the orthodox churches, who, 
upon being asked his opinion of the angels appearing to Abraham, 
should reply, “ Oh, nothing miraculous in all that, gentlemen; 
simply a rare phenomenon, in perfect accordance with the laws 
of nature!” Nor would his position be greatly improved were he 
to express himself in a similar strain respecting the transfiguration 
on the mount, the resurrection, and the ascension. Ask the 
opinion of the first person you chance to meet, what he thinks 
of these events ; and, in ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, 
he will tell you they were miraculous and supernatural, ho.
I must repeat it, that, according to the use and wont of language 
in all ages, the direct intervention of the spirits of deceased 
persons in the affairs of the living, has been accounted supernatural 
and spoken of as m iraculous; and I  have consequently been 
guilty of no im propriety in using these terms as applicable to the 
phenomena of Spiritualism, when contemplated through the 
hypothesis which affirms their production by the immediate 
agency of the departed.

But a truce to this mere war of words—let us advance to 
things; lor the question is not whether my epithets be appropriate,
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tliis  is th e  v e ry  th in g  fo r w h ic h  1 c o n te n d — nam ely, that it is ^ 
a s su m p tio n  to be held s im p ly  on su lle ra n e e  by a certain e-lass of 
u n d isc ip lin e d  m inds, (ill t r u e  science. shall have definitely solv<ul 
th e  p ro b lem  by  a caro l wily c o n d u c te d  proc,ess of iiuluctivo 
in v e s tig a tio n . B u t i t  se em s th a t ,  u n d e r  these  circumstances, to 
ask fo r a su spension  o f  j u d g m e n t  t ill su ch  an investigation shall 
h a v e  b een  effected , is in d ic a t iv e  ol a co n d itio n  of mind which 
“ m u s t he d e sc rib ed  as a. s ta te  o f  sc ien tific  syncope or intellectual 
p a r a ly s is ! ”

B u t we h a v e  n o t  ev e n  y e t  a r r iv e d  a t th e  acme of scientific 
m isap p reh en s io n  an d  d ia le c t ic  co n fu s io n . M r Leighton sccois 
to  th in k  (see p a g e  252), b e c a u s e  1 re fu se , w ith o u t due authority, 
to  re lo c a te  a c e r ta in  c lass  o f  p h e n o m e n a  to  the spiritual realm, 
th a t  L th e re fo re  fail to  r e c o g n is e  th e  d is tin c tio n  between it and 
th e  m a te r ia l sp h e re . T h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  a g re a te r  mistake. Itis 
b ec au se  1 so c lea r ly  r e c o g n is e  th is  d is tin c tio n - having indeed 
e lsew h ere  p u t  in to  fo rm , so m e  th o u g h ts  on  those three great 
p la n es  o f be ing , th e  m a te r ia l ,  th e  sp ir itu a l, and divine -that 1 
am  lo th  to  be lieve  in  s u c h  a p p a r e n t  con fusion  as would result 
from  th a t  ex c ep tio n a l p r o je c t io n  o f sp ir itu a l forces upon the 
p lane  o f  sensuous p e rc e p t io n , w h ic h  is im p lie d  in the spiritualistic 
h y p o th e s is . I fear, in d e e d , t h a t  o u r  sp ir itu a l friends know little 
o r n o th in g  o f  the  s tu p e n d o u s  e x t e n t  o f  th e ir  postulates, they 
a re  in b lissful ig n o ra n c e  o f  w h a t  th e i r  h y p o th e s is  implies, whether 
as to its d em an d s o r  its  c o ro lla r ie s .  B u t  en o u g h  of this, fetus 
p ro c e e d  from  th e ir  re a s o n in g s  to  th e i r  fac ts .

It seems that our clairvoyantes te s t i fy  to  th e  existence of (heir 
spiritual interlocutors. O f  c o u r s e  th e y  do. So did the I‘ytlua 
at D elphi testify to th e  existence o f  A p o llo , an d  the (Esclc|)iu<l!,! 
and their patients to  that o f  (E s c u la p iu s .  W h a t devotee of the 
Bralimanical, Buddhistic, Z o ro a s t r ia n ,  O sirian , or Oly1,1JJ]al| 
creeds, has not seen a n d  c o n v e r s e d  w ith  th e  “ heathen f»u<ls? 
his soul’s idolatry ? T h e  v is io n a l  th o u g h t-fo rm s of 
illu m in a ti arc m u lt i tu d in o u s  a n d  m u lt ifa r io u s  as the mybio <v, 
w h en ce  th e y  sp r in g , a n d  o f  w h o so  tra d it io n a l persoiWn“s n 
are  a su b je c tiv e  r e p ro d u c t io n .  B u t  d o es  an y  one think t i a ’
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And boro lot mo touoli on a fallacy which pervade:; not only 
this lecture of’ our friend Mr Leighton, but also the laryer part 
of spiritualistic literature. I allude to lb", absurd idea, that, if a, 
fact he produced, which we cannot HatinfJic.torily e?;plain by the 
known laws of existing science, we arc bound forthwith to admit 

truth of the .spiritual hypothesis! What a beautiful ilia:, trillion 
i law of supplementation to vvhieli I alluded in my lecture! 

Why, it is this very idea which leads the poor Lahomcans to 
believe in the preternatural character of earth(|nakes, and which 
led the ancient (1 recks and Scandinavians to regard .thunder as 
a direct product of divine intervention. Such a notion cannot 
fail to prove the fruitful parent of superstition, and its wide 
prevalence is quite adequate to account for the facile acceptance 
of Spiritualism by that portion of the public who, while perhaps 
superficially familiar with some of the facts of science, arc 
obviously in deplorable ignorance of even the elementary 
principles of induction.

hut to return from this digression to the facts of Spiritualism. 
In, bis remarks on levitation, Mr Leighton strikes the right key 
note —“ In virtue of being spirits, we possess the powers mani­
fested by spirits.” Exactly  so. There is not the least necessity 
for going outside ourselves for these things. For all that appear: 
to the contrary, wo are presumably capable of producing any 
phenomenon ever yet developed at the spiritual circle, without 
calling in the superfluous aid of our departed friends. From tins 
remark, coupled with that at the beginning of his lecture, that 
the spiritual hypothesis is only to be held till a better can be 
provided, it is very obvious that Mr Leighton really thinks as I 
do, though his naturally clear and vigorous intellect is so overlaid 
by the superficial sophistries and plausible delusionsof Spiritualism, 
that just at present lie cannot see the conclusions unavoidably 
dedticible from Ids own premises.

I lien Mr Leighton dwells with lingering pertinacity on tlur
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intelligence and will m anifested in the movement of furniture* 
but he quite forgets that, on m y hypothesis, as the motor power 
is derived from the circle, it of course manifests the attributes of 
the living persons with whom it originates. The will and 
intelligence do not indicate a spiritual, as opposed to a human 
source—they only demonstrate the presence of something more 
than merely blind force in the producing agent; but this admitted 
fact is as effectually covered by the hypothesis of a human as of 
a spiritual cause. That the phenom ena are not at all times quite 
obedient to the conscious desires of the producing parties, can 
be readily accounted for w hen we consider that the more imme­
diate source of the motor pow er is, in all probability, the basilar 
portion of the brain— a ra th e r m utinous and insurrectionary 
region, even in those of us who are the most favourably 
conditioned, and especially rebellious in those less happily 
constituted. The only wonder, indeed, is tha t matters harmonize 
so well as they do, when we consider th a t the resultant motion 
is due to a force compounded of the basilar impulse of many 
rather imperfectly disciplined persons, and those too oftentimes 
extemporised for the occasion. As to a necessity for the magnet 
being held above the table, assuredly M r Leighton knows that 
magnets repel as well as a t t r a c t ; and he must also know yet 
farther, that the word magnet was here employed, not in its strictly 
scientific sense, but generically, for any body surrounded by a 
sphere of subtle and occult, y e t potent, influence. At the very 
least, we have here advanced from the agencies of mineral to 
those of vital m agnetism ; and, of course, their processes and 
results are not in all cases exactly  parallel.

The belief of the E astern  jugg lers , tha t they are helped by 
spirits, is on a level with the  corresponding belief of Oriental 
epileptics and maniacs, th a t th ey  are possessed by devils. It is 
simply the traditional faith of the ir country, and proves nothing 
save the sincerity and superstition of those who entertain it.

Mr Leighton refers occasionally to m y personal experiences, 
but my lecture was based on the generally  known and admitted 
facts of Mesmerism and Spiritualism , and to have imported 
aught that was special and peculiar into it would have been foreign 
to its plan, and weakened ra th e r than  corroborated the general 
argument Suffice it for the present, that several of my clair- 
voyantes have given clearly recognizable descriptions of my 
deceased friends and relatives in the spirit land; that I  have been 
told who among them will surround my death-bed, and have, in 
addition, received a most m inute delineation of my “ eternal 
self,”—of that causal and spiritual man, of whom I, the temporal 
and corporeal, am but the faint and evanescent shadow; but as 
there is already an ample supply of similar experiences on record, 
I do not think it necessary to obtrude m y own.

J. W. Jackson.
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S P IR IT U A L IS M  A N D  S C IE N C E .

To the E ditor o f Human Nature.

Sill,—I th ink  w e can n o t do b e tte r  th a n  inquire into the natural 
history of spirits, or, ra th e r, investiga te  th e  causes which con­
duce to the b e lie f; fo r som e of m y  friends are becoming quite 
wild upon the sub ject, and , w hen I  ask them  for the reason of 
their belief, th ey  m o stly  rep ly , “ B u t, m y  dear sir, if it is not 
spirits, what can it  b e ? ” N ow , I  m ig h t ju s t  as well say if the 
inspiration of th e  p o e t does no t com e from  the  nine Muses, 
where can it com e from  ? or, if a dem oniac be n o t possessed of 
a demon, how else can  i t  b e  ? can a m an rea lly  become beside 
himself? or, i f  th e  u n iv e rse  was n o t m ade after th e  manner that 
a watchmaker m akes a w atch, how  could it  have been made? 
or, if there be no such  beings as spirits, how  is i t  th a t sages, as 
well as savages, have  b e liev ed  in  th e ir  ex is ten ce?  for to “ the 
lunatic, the lover, an d  th e  p o e t of im ag ina tion  all compact,” we 
may surely add th e  p h ilo so p h er as b e liev in g  in  devils and spirits, 
and giving “ to a iry  n o th in g s  a local h ab ita tio n  and a nam e,” 
animating the in an im ate  w orld  w ith  th e ir  imaginings. Even 
Kepler believed th a t  th e  w orld  was a liv in g  animal, and Socrates 
that the voice o f h is in tu itiv e  sense w as th a t of an attendant 
genius—and genius in  th e  o ther sense o f th e  term  it certainly 
was, and of the h ig h e s t o rd e r  ; and  no  d o u b t it  was very natural 
to suppose th a t th e  seem in g  se lf w ith in  self, th a t oracle of the 
unconscious in tu itiv e  sp h e re , was an o th e r b e in g — prom pting to 
good or to evil. I n  th e  case o f Socrates, its  actions were always 
foi good, and v e ry  d iffe ren t from  th e  supposed  demon of the 
demoniac, or to  th o se  th a t  w ere  sen t in to  th e  h e rd  of swine. I  
do not know how  fa r w e are  p e rm itted  b y  th e  editor of Human 
Nature to touch on  m a tte rs  con ta ined  in  th e  B ible, but we must 
remember th a t th e  sp ir itu a lis ts  w hom  I  am  chiefly addressing do 
not for the m ost p a r t  b e liev e  th e  d o c trin es  contained in that 
book. Hell and  d am n a tio n  is no p a r t  o f  th e ir  creed, but per­
petual progress, th e  c a rry in g  o u t o f  th e  D arw in  theory of 
natural selection in to  o th e r  spheres o f  ex is ten ce  ; at least such is 
Mr Wallace’s idea, an d  a  m o st h u m an e  an d  beautifu l idea too— 
that one cannot w o n d e r  a t th e  belief b e in g  cherished with tena­
cious ardour b y  th e  b e liev e r, and  to  an  alm ost u tte r  insensibility 
to the daylight o f  rea so n  in  a u g h t th a t  w o u ld  disturb their pleas­
ing conviction; fo r “ trifles  l ig h t as a i r ” are to such zealous 
believers “ con firm ation  s tro n g  as p ro o fs  o f holy w rit,” and a 
good deal s tro n g er s in ce  th e y  h av e  a h o ly  w rit of their own in 
modern Spiritualism  su p e rse d in g  all o th e r  revelations, and cer- 
tumly the prom ise o f  im m o rta lity — on positive evidence is a 
pretty considerable b r ib e  to  b e l ie f —an d  an im m ortality all on
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the happy and progressive side. V erily it almost persuadest 
mine ownself, and, were I  not devoted to pure science and 
impelled by ray nature to set tru th  before all other considers, 
tions, I think I should not attem pt to disturb such a faith—all a 
pure fiction. I believe, though founded, as most faiths are, on 
very remarkable facts, but which ought to be studied as a light 
to the understanding in the science of human nature, and not fob 
lowed as will-o’-the-wisp, or false light, misleading ever from the 
true path of science and real knowledge into imaginary worlds; 
for, if there are no spirits, it will be readily conceded that the 
belief must be most mischievous and pernicious, and, as it were, 
a gross mockery of the understanding. B ut I  believe the facts 
reported are for the most part quite true and genuine effects of 
causes unexplained; and no doubt there are seemingly good 
reasons for in the first place attributing  the power to spirits—for 
in most instances the power declares itself to be a spirit—a 
sufficiently remarkable fact in  itself, and one that has to he 
accounted for. Then, again, the pow er acts at a distance—even 
far beyond the walls that enclose the mediums—and accom­
panied by intelligence, or w hat seems like purpose, and, in some 
cases, exhibits a clairvoyant ability. Then we have the tran­
sient production of objects— such as hands— and again the 
passage of flowers, gathered from a distance, through the walls 
of the house without injury or alteration, and the phenomena of 
the voice and much else, which, i f  not the acts of human beinos 
embodied or disembodied, are a very  close imitation; and then, to 
crown all, we have the com plete unconsciousness of the medium 
having in any way intended or taken part in the production of 
the results. Then, assuming all these m atters to be true, we 
are, of. course, triumphantly asked, W ell, if  all this be not done 
by the agency of spirits, w hat can it be ? Now, supposing I 
reply simply that I do not know, tha t I  really cannot explain it, 
it is all so very extraordinary; but, w arned by a whole history of 
science, notwithstanding appearances, I  should not most cer­
tainly in the first instance accept the theory  of spirits, since 
every novel or strange and exceptional phenomenon has in turn 
been attributed to some kind o f visitation or spiritual agency; 
and, independently of the theory  of spirits, rendered now so 
very suspicious on so many accounts, and by their long absence, 
as well as by the manner o f their presence, we know that the 
first impressions in the endeavour to in terpret obscure, com­
plex, and novel matters have almost invariably proved to be 
wrongs after the whole facts have come out, and the witnesses 
have been fairly and fully cross-questioned upon their trial, and 
judged by an impartial ju ry . M r B ray’s notion that the whole 
may be explained by the correlation o f forces, seems quite 
indequate, and hardly to m eet the case at all. Nor do I think
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, j . lckson Inis th ro w n  m u ch  lig h t u p o n  th e  subject in a ttri- 
tnunw the whole p h e n o m e n a  to  a sp ec ie s  o f  m esm eric ac tion  

ai[revents, we h a v e  y e t  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  application o f such 
theories or guesses to  th e  facts in  cpiestion. V ague, general 
notions do not go fa r  in  th e  w ay  to w a rd s  abso lu te  k n o w led g e; 
but as yet we h a rd ly  k n o w  w h a t o r h o w  m u c h  to believe, as the 
positive facts we h a v e  to  a c co u n t fo r. T h e re  n e v e r  was a case 
where careful an d  ca u tio u s  in d u c tio n  w as m o re  needed. The 
external facts, d o u b tle ss , a re  v e ry  m a rv e lo u s  ; b u t still, in the 
first place, we h a v e  to  a sce rta in  h o w  fa r  th e  in te rn a l facts and 
interaction o f th e  la te n t  p o w ers  o f  o u r  o w n  constitu tion  m ay 
account for the  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a ; therefore our 
attention should be d ire c te d  to  th e  sp e c ia l o r ab n o rm a l conditions 
of the medium as th e  p r im a ry  e lem en t in  th e  w h o le  m atter, and 
whether they be r e g a rd e d  as m ed iu m s im p ly in g  specia l physical 
conditions, or as se lf-a c tin g  p o w ers  o f  an  a b n o rm a l or excep­
tional nature. W e  m u s t in q u ire , too , b o w  fa r  s im ila r facts have 
occurred when th e re  h as  b e e n  no  re a s o n  a t  all to  suppose the 
intervention o f s p i r i t s ; th e n  w e h a v e  to  c o n s id e r  the n a tu re  o f 
the human m ind to  b e  d e c e iv e d  b v  illu s io n  b o th  in  reg a rd  to the 
outer world, and  in  r e s p e c t  to  m a n ’s o w n  n a tu re , no t om itting  
the im probability of e m a n c ip a te d  sp ir its  b e in g  engaged  in  such 
trivial and ch ild ish  p e rfo rm a n c e s , a n d  seem in g  often to be 
delighting in d e c e p tio n  a n d  fa lseh o o d . A t  p resen t th e re  has 
been no a ttem p t a t c a re fu l in d u c tio n , b u t  e v e ry  one has ju m p e d  
to a conclusion— th e  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n  b e in g  th a t  i t  is all trick , 
and that no case h a s  b e e n  m ad e  o u t fo r  sc ien tific  in q u iry ; bu t 
with that conclusion  I  do  n o t  a g re e . I  h a v e  seen  enough  toc. J
satisfy me th a t w e  h a v e  so m e v e ry  re m a rk a b le  and  im portan t 
facts in hum an n a tu re  to  in v e s t ig a te ; b u t ,  as to  th e  supposed 
spirits, I th ink  w e a re  d e c e iv e d  by  a p p e a ra n c e s . N ow , suppose 
a man had n ev e r  h e a rd  an  ec h o  o f  h is  o w n  v o ice , it  is not in ou r 
nature but th a t h e  m u s t b e lie v e  i t  to  b e  th e  vo ice  o f ano ther 
man or a sp ir it;  c r  su p p o se , lik e  N a rc is su s , h e  h ad  seen h im self 
for the first tim e re f le c te d  in  th e  w a te r , an d , befo re  the  m a tte r 
of reflection h ad  b e e n  e x p la in e d , h e  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  believe that 
he looked upon  a n o th e r  p e rso n , o r  w as in  th e  p resence  o f a 
spirit. The o th e r  d a y  I  saw  a m a n  s e t  d o w n  a looking-glass at 
the corner o f a s t r e e t  to  r e s t  h im se lf , n e a r  w h e re  th e re  was a 
goat, who, seeing  as i t  th o u g h t  a n o th e r  g o a t  mocking it. at a dis- 
knee, dashed a t i t , a n d  s h iv e re d  th e  g la ss  to  pieces. L e t us 
n°w be sure th a f  o u r  p h ilo s o p h y  is s u p e r io r  to  th a t o f the p o o r 
vr°at. and that w e a re  w is e r  th a n  N a rc is s u s , an d  are n o t p ay in g  
5?Ul't to that d a u g h te r  o f  th e  A ir  a n d  T e llu s , his despised ad m ire r  
J<-ho, or d ece iv ed  b y  th e  im ita t iv e  a c ts  o f  o u r own unconscious 

l^ver, how ever w o n d e r fu l ,  a n d  w h a t  in  n a tu ra l ac tio n  is n o t 
fl,l:|IJy w onderfu l a n d  m y s te r io u s . O f fo rm ativ e  law  w e abso -

 ̂°1. II. op.
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lutcly  know nothing. Or take the case of the Spectre 
Broken in the H artz M ountains in Germany, where f()” l'lc 
people believed that the shadow of themselves at the / ^ Cs 
sun cast against the opposite m ist was nothing else but a pin, 
mocking demon. L °

The most remarkable spiritualist of modern times was Blab
the poet and artist, for the spirits all-embodied would rcrfula

rlJsit to him whilst he took th e ir  portraits ; but the most singular 0f 
these ghostly performances was his marvellous drawing of “t)lc 
ghost of a flea ” Y our spiritualists may laugh, but pray why 
may not fleas have ghosts as well as aldermen? An alderman 
feeds on venison and tu rtle  to be sure, but then the flea is sus­
tained by the best of hum an blood, carefully prepared for it by 
man’s organism—so “ w onderfully and fearfully made.” Then I 
ask again, Why not the ghost o f a flea sit for its portrait as well 
as that of an alderman? Surely if  there be spirits at all, all ani­
mated creatures must possess them . On the belief in spirits 
Brown says,— “ This belief is, perhaps, the natural result of an 
analogical reasoning, which, in  a certain rude state of physical 
science, ascribes great and unusual phenomena occurring with­
out any known cause, to the im m ediate agency of spirits. God 
is therefore introduced to account for an unusual event, because 
mind, which is the only pow er th a t is itself altogether invisible, 
furnishes the only analogy to w hich recourse can be had.” Now 
much that takes place the eloquent oracle, Mrs Hardinge, acknow­
ledges to be caused by a d irec t influence acting spontaneously 
and unconciously from the  m edium  and the medium’s own spirit. 
Then how are we to lim it this, or determine what is to be 
attributed to the one source, and w hat to the other? But I fear 
the believers in spirits are like the man who called his whole 
house up at midnight to come into bis room for that there was a 
ghost in the chimney, b u t after a bit, down tumbled two jack­
daws, and there was a general laugh, bu t in which, with solemn 
look, our friend refused to jo in , who had fixed his belief in the 
spirit theory— “ Oh you may lau g h ,” he exclaimed; “ there may 
have been jackdaws, but I  am still quite sure there was a ghost 
there too.” But then the sp irit hands— well, we will consider 
those in due course and ano ther tim e, for I fear I have already 
trespassed too long; but I  will ju s t p u t the following case as an 
example of the unexplained pow ers of nature. In Kensington 
Garden was an elm tree 200 years old, with a smooth stem thirty 
feet before a branch appeared. I t  was blown down in the 
winter storms, snapped off clean six feet from the ground; but 
out through the bark springs half a-dozen sprigs, in fact so many 
other little trees. There w ere no seeds ; nothing but a little sap 
of uniform consistency betw een the bark  anti centre wood. Now 
we have not the slightest idea of th e  reason and cause of such a
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phenomenon. Shall we borrow  the Lorm sof Plato, or attribute the 
fact to the action o f clin tree spirits, as the cause and reason for 
such a marvellous and unaccounted for formation? I will endeavour 
to explain what seems to me most probable in regard to these novel 
facts of the so-called m odern Spiritualists, by and bye; and I 
think I can satisfactorily explain the suspicious fact of darkness 
being, in most cases, so essential to the production of the pheno­
mena, for it is nonsense to say that you will only believe what 
appears to you u n d er a b righ t l ig h t; you may as well say you 
will not believe in th e  stars, because they arc only seen at night. 
What would Professor T yndall say to any one who had the folly 
and impudence to d ic ta te  under what condition alone they would 
witness his sounding an.d sensitive flames? W e boast of our 
science and civilisation, and the light of the age, but the same 
follies repeat them selves; and, like scared animals, even men of 
science, bark and b ite  at every novelty in turn as it be­
comes developed in  th e  progress of sc ien ce ; and the science 
of man him self is th e  la test and noblest of the sciences, 
the crowning of ph ilosophy  when reduced to the positive stage, 
in aid of which, I  believe, these novel and remarkable facts will 
be of the greatest im portance. Indeed, they  are like windows 
letting us into th e  sec re t o f what is going  on within, and no one 
having the slightest pretensions to scientific apprehension of the 
requirements of a new  study , would ignore or neglect them.

And to conclude, I  m ust say th a t the  statement Mr Varlcy 
has made at the  req u es t of Professor Tyndall, and printed in the 
Spiritual Magazine, is adm irable, and com ing from so competent 
a witness ought to have  some w eight in the consideration even 
of those like P rofessor T yndall, who have prejudged the case in 
regard to the rem arkab le  phenom ena now occurring, though, no 
doubt, under ex trao rd in a ry  or abnorm al conditions. Yet facts 
that cannot longer be ig n o red  or hushed up, bu t misinterpreted 
by the superstitious, m ay lead  to m uch m ischief and to the great 
detriment of sound p h ilo sophy  and progress.

H enry  G. Atkinson.

ON L IG H T  A N D  ITS C O R R E L A T E S.
B Y  HONESTAS.

I HAVE advisedly ad o p ted  th e  term  “  H elio trode,” in reference to 
suns, as explicative of m y  m eaning of the combination of two 
opposites; and th is  ac t o f union  is the  invariable form of pro­
o f s .  H eight m eans tw o  and m ore com bined into one, and the 
on ward ̂ progress in  n a tu re  is by  concentration, union. In 
expressing these th eo rie s  I  am in  p a r t accepting the views of
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Dr Jencken,* in the treatises and essays referred to in the not i 
I mention this at the very onset, only too willing to allow t0 
this earnest thinker his due merit. As I proceed with m, 
treatise I intend to abstract and quote more fully from his works 
and then add what I have to s a y ; build up upon the foundation 
he has prepared.

But before I continue my theorising it is necessary I should 
dwell more fully upon the properties of light; and, as far as 
space will allow, render the opinions of those who have given 
their thought to this phenomenon.

Light maybe said to be divisible into three phases—the visual, 
radiating property, which gives to light the quality of aluminous 
sphere, filling the visible world with its presence; chemical and 
physical; and finally the dynamic powers of light. I shall treat of 
these in the order above given.

Schelling in his Weltseele,} says, “ Gravitation is the first 
potency, light the second potency,” recognising a dualism in 
gravitation and light; and which brings me at once to the question 
of the property of expansion. The radiating distance of light 
has no bounds, and Doherty § speaks of stellar heavens, counted 
by distances of which the ratio of light travelling at 192,000 miles 
per second is the initial quantity, and yet reckons millions of years 
for a ray to reach our globe. So enormous, absolutely bound­
less is the distance of the radius from the luminous centre to 
the circumference. And yet, travel onwards to any distance we 
may, the self-same laws regulate the course of light. It travels 
in straight lines radially, and deflects and reflects from surfaces. 
Once reflected, and this invariably at the angle of incidence, 
onward light speeds, always, however, in straight lines, and it is 
to the constancy of this law of straight lines that we owe the 
perspective mentioned even by  Vitruvius. Entering a denser 
medium light becomes refracted, that is, bends off from its 
course, and the angle of refraction depends on the density of the 
medium; whilst in reflection, as is well known, the angle of 
incidence and deflection arc the same. ||

Now, why does light travel in straight lines? The answer is, 
that light expresses the radius of a sphere, and the radius is 
essentially an attribute of the peripheral, of the circumference, 
and hence its straight line property, which is the shortest dis­
tance between circumference and centre. Light cannot travel 
otherwise than in straight lines, from its extreme peripheral 
character. But a denser medium not only refracts light hut

Skitze eines, Natur System, 1828. f Licht und Farbe, “ My Hobby,
I Yonder Weltseele Schelling. § Organic Philosophy, Doherty, 180b.
|| The ratio of the lines of incidence and refraction is constant forlllC

same medium.
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disperses it.* This quality  of dispersion, better known as our 
prism colours, led  th e  illustrious N ew ton to his theory of light, 
and the now re jec ted  em ission theory , as well as to his hypothe­
sis of the com position and  decom position of light. The disper­
sion of light by a d rop  o f water had  been  previously noticed by 
Descartesf and D e D om inis, b u t it  was N ew ton who boldly laid 
down the law th a t lig h t consists of rays of different colours and 
of different refrangib ility . H e asserted  th a t the change resulted 
not from any collateral circum stance ; th a t the  law of refraction 
was not applicable to  th e  beam  of lig h t generally, but to the 
colours. H uyghens and H ooke fiercely attacked  this hypothesis, 
and we owe to the  g rea t H uyghens th e  undulatory  theory,— a 
far nearer approach to th e  tru th  than  the  hypothesis of a divisible 
primary ray of lig h t in to  colours, split up in to  parts, and reunit­
ing to rerform w hite lig h t, and w hich N ew ton conceived to be 
the primary quality  of l i g h t ; forgetful th a t n o t divisibility but 
change, m utation, is th e  fundam ental characte r of the material.
The assertion by  N ew to n  th a t the chrom atic  aberration produced 
by different refrac tion  is irrem ediable, has been  refuted by the 
invention of D ollond, w hose achrom atic lenses have so much 
added to the value of te lescop ic  pow er.

There is a crud ity  in  th e  idea of th e  divisibility of the material, 
which jars upon th e  m ind , and y e t fo r ages have philosophers 
adhered to the co ncep tion  of the  m a te ria l as a permanent and 
not as an expression o f a pow er— a m anipulation, the form of 
transmutation. W h ew e ll % dwells upon  th ese  contendingviews, and 
speaks in unm easu red  language o f censu re  of the errors of 
Goethe’s theory. S hade and  ligh t— lich t and  trubung ,—vctgne, 
loose, and baseless, are  th e  term s e m p lo y e d ; and yet Goethe’s 
theory, I contend, tak es us a step b ey o n d  th e  narrow ing limits of 
a theory of a p e rm a n en t m ateria l sta te . W hew ell has not fully 
grasped the m ean ing  o f G o e th e’s h ypo thesis . L ig h t and shade are 
the polaric conditions of ligh t, and  are  re la ted  to each other as 
positive and n eg a tiv e— as opposite p o les— n o t as N ew ton § asserts, 
that rays of lig h t are  sp lit up , bu t, on th e  contrary , the change 
is one of condition. A  penc il of l ig h t is divisible into endless 
rays again divisible, a n d  th is  u ltim ate  sp littin g  up into a final 
pencil or ray  of co lo u red  lig h t is in  itse lf  contradictory. But 
other qualities o f l ig h t  a id  us in  ou r in q u iry , and lead to the in­
evitable conclusion of its  dynam ic  ch a rac te r.

Huyghens first n o tic e d  th e  s in g u lar p ro p e rty  of light, namely, 
of being d iverted  b y  c e rta in  substances from  its right course and

* Newton, Philo. Trans. 1, vii., p. 8075.
t Meteor, Sect. viii.,p. 190. “ Descartes in explaining the colours caused 

v  Hie raindrops of the rainbow, says,—The colours are attributable to the 
yflerent quantity of the refraction.”
* Whewell Hist., Ind. Sciences, p. 285,280. § D r Jenc., LichtundFarbe, 1887.
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at righ t angles. H e says,*  “  th a t a ray  of light doi 11 
by two rhom bohedrons of Ic e la n d ' sp a r% ann0t J rcfracN 
refracted ’— in other w ords, polarisation  of the v, J,e 
place. ' ^  take,

The discovery of this ru le , and  the laws of undulation 1 
common assent, been substitu ted  for that of Newton’* a;’ as’.V 
hypothesis.  ̂  ̂ ' tons V m o n

O ther facts again crow d in  upon  the  researcher. Circuit
polarisation,! or the tw ist observable by certain substances 0f
the plane of polarisation, w hich A rago observed in 1811. $;r
Jo h n  Herschell showed that, in  certain  modifications of crystal
isation, the plagihedral face gave a righ t hand and left hand
twist to the circular polarisation, agreeing  with that of the face
of the crystal.</

B ut here the disclosure of new  phases of the properties of 
light does not cease. T he coloured fringes of shadows, first 
observed by Grimaldi, j  and designated by him as diffraction, 
further noticed by H ooke and the illustrious Goethe, furnish 
material for thought. D epolarisation  forms an important point of 
advance in the direction I w ish to proceed ; for it proves the in­
admissibility of the law of em ission ; it speaks in this wondrous 
phenomenon of a p roperty  w hich nought but a change or 
transition from one condition to  another can account for.

It is true that Sir D avid B rew ster gives us the elegant for­
m ula: “ That the index o f refraction  is the tangent of the angleC1 C
of polarisation' ■—that is, polarisation takes place when reflected 
and refracted rays are at r ig h t angles to each other. Yet this 
does not answer the question.

As the investigation of these  phenom ena proceeded, men 
gradually took up different grounds, and latterly the undulation 
theory, first suggested by  H u y g h en s, and developed by Young, 
Fresnel, and the physicists of the  present day form a theory quite 
in opposition to New ton. H ow  is the fringe of colour pro­
duced ? The fact of a ray  o f lig h t passing through a small hole 
into a dark room does no t account for it. A  change has taken 
p lace; the bending to and fro of the ray  of light, as Newton 
gives it, does not give the tru e  explanation of the pheno­
menon, and Herschell, § th e  D u e  de Chaulues, and, Jatterlv, 
Frauenhofer, have all experim entalised, and endeavoured to 
explain these coloured fringes. A  parallel group of phenomena 
present themselves in the coloured fringes of mica plates or 
compressed glass— the dark spo t observable on pressing a lens 
or a plate of g lass: the po in t of contact becomes dark, and a

Tr. Opt., p. 252. f  Fresnel Men. Inst.. 1*27. 
Physico Mathesis, M. Lurmine Colosibas, Iride,

§ Arago, Art. Polarisation, Supp. Enc. Brit.
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coloured fringe marks the change that the mere action of pres­
sure has produced. W hy a change ? whence the dark spot at 
the centre? Fresnel, in endeavouring to fit his undulation 
theory to these facts, resorted to the expedient of a half-wave, 
a semi-vibration.

( To be continued.)

M R H O M E ’S M A N IFESTA TIO N S.
CRYSTAL LIGHT, ELONGATION, CONVERSATION, ETC.

Sir,—I proceed to give you an account of two very interest­
ing seances, and as they  are particularly marked, from the fact 
of the highly im portant phenomena of the formation of light, 
accompanying the manifestations, I  shall render the facts more 
in detail, and crave for this reason space for my narrative.

Our meeting, at which eight persons were present, com­
menced at about eight in the evening. I  had removed the 
lamp, leaving two wax tapers burning on the mantelpiece. We 
first observed vibrations, which passed successively from chair 
to chair, not unlike the motion produced by the vibration of a 
train passing underneath  a house. A violet which I had placed 
on the table was gently moved across it, and raised several 
inches from the surface of the table; so also the accordion.
Mr S-----  then asked whether the agency that caused the
flower to move could m easure distance. Loud raps answered 
in the affirmative. T h e  raps were produced at the back of Hr 
S.’s chair, rendering doubt as to the cause impossible. Several 
other questions were put. I  shall name only two. Mr S.—''’Do 
you see with one or two eyes, i.e., with visual organs or from 
the brain?” Answer— “ We see with two eyes.” The table 
raised itself quite eighteen inches off the ground, and vibrated 
violently as this reply  was given. “ Then you have a distinct 
form, organism analogous to o u rs?” Again loud raps and the 
answer spelt out— “ W e only wish we were as perfect in good­
ness as in form.”

The Hon. M r ------ , who sat next to me, now observed a long
semi-luminous white hand rise up between him and Mr S., this 
at a distance of eight to nine feet from Mr Home. I name the 
space to prove tha t the hand could not have been Mr Home’s, 
nor by any mechanism used by him. My scientific friend now 
continued his questions :—

Q. How do you see— as with earthly eyes?
A. No, not precisely as with earthly eyes; the blending is 

more perfect and refined.
Q. Whether they coulcl see the colour in the violet as we do.
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A . W e can even see th e  crim son  in tha t little vio let fl 
so delicate is the co louring  m a tte r ;  no t tha t alone, bm 
perfum e which your sense o f odour alone can perceive w(._ * - - - . _ _  . U'j]
colour and form , sm all, b eau tifu lly  tin ted  globules in the 
phere. I(,s>

Q. Can you read our th o u g h ts  ?
A . Yes, we are m ost p e rfec tly  aware of your thoughts, a, , 

will aid you in your in v estig a tio n ; bu t be patient with us, J  
have m any atm ospheric difficulties to contend with, but 0l,r 
love will overcome all. W e are  also students.

Q. W hether they have difficulties to contend with in their 
atm osphere.

A. On both sides of th e  veil are difficulties; in both atmos­
pheres.

O ther questions were answ ered , the more extraordinary as 
they  were pu t m entally, an d  th e  answ ers were spelt out—not 
by raps near M r H om e, b u t e ith e r by the raising of a side table 
or raps a t the fu rther end  o f th e  room, or by the raising of the 
sem i-grand. I  asked w h eth e r they  had  favourite flowers and 
preferences, as we have, to  w hich they replied by loud raps,— 
“ E ach  of us preserves h is individuality , and our identity is 
perfec t.” M r S. th en  asked  if  they  saw the colours as seen in 
the solar spectrum . T o  th is  the  reply  came in loud raps,—
“ Yes, as we will show you in  th e  course of the evening.”

O ther m anifestations h ad , d u rin g  our conversation with the
invisible agency, been proceed ing . M r ------ ’s chair was raised
one or two inches off th e  g ro u n d  and pulled bodily away from 
the table, his hand pu lled , an d  o thers  a t the table touched. A 
flame of light was now seen to  pass th rough  the curtains at the 
window, about two feet in  le n g th  and th ree  inches at the base, 
and tapering towards th e  top . I n  passing through the curtain 
the tex tu re  of the cloth becam e p lain ly  visible.

U nderneath  the sem i-grand  a crystal ball had been placed 
in a canterbury. No one knew  of th is  as M rs li. had, to relieve 
herself, placed it there. T h e  can terbury  with a jerk moved up 
to M r H om e, whose left h a n d  had  become cataleptic. After a 
short search in the can te rb u ry  he seized the crystal ball. The 
sem i-grand was then  ra ised  th re e  to  four inches off the ground, 
no one touching the in s tru m e n t a t the time the levitation 
occurred. T he crysta l ba ll was now placed by Mr Home on the 
table, and after a sh o rt tran ce , in to  which he had passed, re­
taken and placed in fro n t of h is  le ft eye. Immediately I noticed 
flashes of light, b u t fearing  I  m ig h t have been deceived I placed 
the candles on th e  fa r th e r  end  of th e  mantelpiece so that 1 
could shade them  off a t will. I  in tercepted  the candle lig  ̂
and then m entally  asked to  have a question answered by flask*' 
and was rew arded by rep ea ted  answ ers. Others followed $1
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eXftmple and were rewarded by answers. Mr Home kept all 
the while looking through the crystal, and described what he 
saw. At first the objects appeared to him indistinct, but gradu­
ally more defined in outline. I  will transcribe from my notes 
verbatim the words spoken, and then give an account of what 
we saw at the same time.

Mr Home said :— “ I  see ferns, a fan of ferns, circular ferns, 
other ferns crossing them, not unlike a peacock’s feather; the 
ferns are beautifully'- illumed with every imaginable colour, and 
behind this I  see a bright light, light travelling from fern point 
to fern point as though it had life, and passed in and out from 
the coloured fibres—I  see dark bars across the light.” At the 
same time that M r Hom e was describing the solar spectrum, 
for this it really was, M r S. and I  had our eyes firmly fixed on 
the crystal, and both of us saw in the crystal the solar spectrum 
brilliantly and clearly defined—not with the intensity of light 
given by the experim ent with actual sun rays, but nevertheless 
clear, bright, and unmistakable in its character. During the 
occurrence of these manifestations Mr S. and I shaded off the 
light from the candles to make quite certain that the candle 
light had nothing to do with the phenomena.

The colours as they appeared were in the following order of 
succession :—first orange, bright, clear, flash of light, changing 
to red; then the colour altered to blue, then to violet; at the 
bottom of the crystal a deep violet colour remained permanent, 
changing in in tensity  of colour, but not in character. The 
flashes of light appeared to travel most from the left to the 
right.

Mr Home, whose hand had become perfectly cataleptic, now 
pressed the crystal against his forehead. I  noticed brilliant 
flashes of salmon coloured light illumine the ball, then 
changed to orange. T he colours now subsided, and the crystal 
became as under ordinary light, a transparent lustreless body.
I now observed a change in the crystal. Gradually the outline 
of a landscape developed itself, representing a cliff on the sea­
shore. I  could plainly perceive the reflection of the moon on 
the waters, and a star in the heavens. Mr S. who sat next to 
me described the same landscape, and five of us in all were 
agreed as to what we saw in the crystal. This was the more 
remarkable as we were seated at different angles to the crystal, 
and consequently could not have seen the same scenery in the 
crystal unless it had been imaged forth from behind.

The landscape scene witnessed by us was of deeper interest 
to Mr S., who subsequently explained that the scene we had 
witnessed brought back the past of happier days, the scene 
being Beachy H ead. M r Home now described the landscape, 
the appearances in the crystal changing, and a portrait, with
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the capital 1 
this time ha 
hearth shoi
accordingly done, and, after a short pause, a bluish phosi)]^8 
escent light appeared like a star-point in the crystal, °.V 
gradually expanded, and assum ed a size of twice that of tjj 
ball. W aving the crystal to and fro, jets of bluish light w0re 
emitted from the sam e; these m anifestations continued ior fiVo 
minutes.

The lights were then rekindled. Mr Home, still un(|e 
strong influence, called our attention to his being cion, 
gated. \Ve all grouped round him , two holding his feet, others 
measuring the extension from  the shoulder. As far as we 
could judge, the elongation was about six  inches. I availed 
myself of the opportunity o f placing my hand on the Achilles 
sinew. During the elongation, it felt relaxed instead of being 
contracted. The sole o f the foot being firmly planted on the 
ground, the elongation repeated itse lf  twice, and Mr Home 
then awoke greatly' exhausted, the manifestations having lasted 
upwards of three hours.

During this remarkable evening, shadows frequently passed
across the room, and the H on. M r ------ -, who sat next to me,
pointed out the forms as they' travelled in shadowy outline 
across the opposite wall and on the ceiling.

A week later, we again m et. I  had asked Mr S. to bring 
coloured glasses with him , as we had intended to experimen­
talise upon the colours as and when presented in the crystal. 
The candles were arranged so as not to interfere, and a shade 
was placed ready to intercept the light whenever necessary. 
The flashes and intense colours of the former evening did not 
repeat themselves, and negatively' this was very interesting, 
proving that candle ligh t had nought to do with the pheno­
mena. We now placed the coloured glasses before the candle 
flame, and Mr Hom e said he saw the complemental colours. 
His hand hv this time became cataleptic, and, finally, the trance 
state supervening, he requested that the room should be 
darkened. The phosphorescent bluish light, seen at our last 
meeting, now became visible— sim ilar to what we had witnessed 
at the previous seance, but more intense, the crystal ball 
becoming perfectly lum inous, and at times emitting a flame of 
bluish light. Mr H om e waving the crystal to and fro, finally 
placed it on his head, having in the meantime drawn the cur­
tains aside. I  could see the outline o f the ball as it rested on 
the top of his head. I t  then occurred to me to try whether I 
could get mental questions answ ered; to my surprise the 
crystal became transparent and opaque, answering to my ques­
tions in the affirmative by  pauses between each change from

etter E  under the bu st of the figure. MrT-r, , . . 5 ,ri°tne \y
1 mu -

o ----
d passed into a trance state, and requests
lid be darkened, and lights put out.
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transparency to opacity. The transparency was as if a dim 
light had been lit up behind the crystal, removable at will— 
that is, in answer to niy mental questions, the crystal alter­
nated in its states. Mr Home, still in a deep trance, then 
addressed us, and explained bow far advanced the Egyptians 
were in knowledge to what we are; that the fact of their power 
of communicating with spirits made the religion of the Egyp­
tians so much more exalted and pure than other forms of 
belief; that the highest faculty of man is the power of converse 
with the spirit world; and that the joint knowledge of the two 
states aided intellectual progress.

Mr S. now put a series of questions, and I will render the 
most interesting verbatim as taken down by me at the time :— 

Q. What is the light we see ?
A. The light you see is a fine electric light, an other ele­

ment; your terrestrial earth-power is similar, but not the same. 
Q. Are there many disturbing influences?
A. Yes, many, both electrical and atmospheric.
Q. Is light, or are raps most readily produced?
A. Raps far more easily produced than light; for instance, 

the light you see we took from him, and concentrated, localised 
it in the crystal to make it more visible to you. There are eight 
of us (spirits) in the room; we gather up the light by means of 
our own, and focalise it, and this takes time.

Q. Plow do you see us ?
A. You appear lum inous; some bluish, others yellowish.

In these colours we recognise fundamental differences, but 
which we will not farther explain, as it would lift the veil that 
severs our conditions.

Q. Are the eight spirits in the room ?
A. Yes, we are in the room, personally present.
Q. Whether we could aid them in their labours.
A. No; you can do but little.
Q. How kind of you to come and take all this trouble!
A. God is good; we worship him. AVe desire much to aid 

you, and have been making experiments with that view. In 
ten years time a great change will take place, and conditions 
more favourable to Spiritualism.

Mr Home having complained of feeling exhausted, and of 
pain in the back of his head— a premonitory symptom I have 
so often noticed when his power leaves him— the seance at my 
request closed.

I must mention that a lady present had her hands cntalep- 
tically affected, and very nearly passed into a trance state her­
self.

'Thus much for a statement of what took place. I need 
hardly add that the stance was held at the house of a lady
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whose position and name ren d er al] possibility of ,.r ,, 
impossible; that, without exception, all present were pr • '
only by one wish, to verify th e  fac ts ; and that no rn-e:;/,. V ' 
left unemployed to satisfy those p resen t that what o'y. . 
was nroduced by agencies ap a rt from any one in the room.

I shall continue, in your n ex t num ber, a farther acoou.ct of 
very interesting m anifestations. H ole via?,.

THE IDEAL ATTAINED:
he 3toe7 or Two S r K A n r : Horns, .«.;-o ho .v 7 hkv ’ Vox 7 JP.w.uo.

a x d  L o st  i t  x o t .

BY ELIZA W. FA UN HAM, 
o'or*, o r woman ash  8X8 EB a,” m .jzs wooohon, ’ ktc.

CHAFFER XXXVI.—Contjnceo.
The next day I prevailed on II lean ore, who was very pale ar/1 cost 
take no breakfast, to go to Grace Church, and take Phil vita nor. I-.- 
music and the service, I knew, would help her; and if the so noon A 
be such as we had before heard from the good pastor, it would oiyen 
to ho. and warm her strong religious sentiment into its old life—» 
service she much needed at this time. During her absence, Antonio 
■■••as to remain with me, having, he said, no need to go home ti.i <za 
o'clock. He was very communicative, as we sat, and told me that his 
master as an English gentleman, who had great stores, and this*, it 
had now gone up to the place where Colonel Anderson was; bad lea 
gone a week—that was the reason o f h is having more time to be oat— 
and was not expected till Tuesday. This encouraged me, for I tkoagbt 
—when he returns, he will bring a letter, which Colonel Anderson baa not 
liked . v, '.one .,y , r f  said tois to Eioa.coro, net i. • -
stely cut down m j hopes in that direction by declaring it improbable.

‘‘There will no letter come by  him, Anna,” she said. “ Wfeiwf 
hear through Antonio, but nothing more, I  think. I shall be tbaoktf 
-’er that, if what we hear is good news of him .”

on Wednesday morning, when Antonio came, he brought a letter 
addressed to me.

“ there I ” said I, exultingly, and glad as i f  its chief interest had be*
to tayaelf.

sent Phil and his attendant out, and retired to our jo ore. 1
removed the en velope, and gave her the expected enclosure, bearing
name.
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•‘Heaven be praised that he yet liven, and has faim i/; ;.v y .. . 
>er«nly words, a:-. she pressed it to her i.'ps arid hear., b e : c  

a-; was pale, and ho much agitated that I said, by 
v̂ ;. ‘ Shall I open and read it to you, Hieunore ? ” 

uDon't -.peak to m e,” wan her prompt answer; and toe. 
ciknt and engrossed.

Hine was a friendly epistle,— sensible, frank, and portent is is. 
criticism on the country and people about h im ; hopeful, • iti.s., 1st 
expressive of much unavoidable disgust at the circumstances -v.-.kh e. e 
inseparable from his position, and which, when they lost the chameto; 
of adventure, he thought could only he worthily borne b yte  ose i.s ;e.e 
a high motive for seeking fortune. “ For m yself/’ he said. “ I woo.: 
not endure such a lot, when the charm of ne wness was gone, and I r ad 
learned its lessons. One wants a purpose, Miss; Warren, and a ve.-v 
nobie one, to carry him  with self-respect through mucin that I witness 
daily. I shall probably be in the city in the fall, on my -way home.” 

lore’s letter, which she sat o or long after I had done reading 
■me, and at last handed to me, with beaded lashes bedewing the happy 
sji: in her eyes, ran as follo ws :—

“I write to you, is lean ore, because it is as natural for me to do so as
to reply to these surrounding persons when they address me. You are
Herewith me than they are, for I never lose you a sis . v s. -
<hv or night. And .sometimes I sav, ‘ Burch' she must have so.se # - - ' ■/
combos sees s of this; or is it possible that one soul can he so kites! .so. 
uecaseioasly, with another?’ I have thought little— perhaps too little 
—hitherto, on the laws of what you call the spiritual life and relations, 
but 1 can feel. the negative of this without thinking, and, therefore, k 
without hope, yet also without fear, I  resign m yself to the pleasure of 
poking out to you the life I derive from you.

this most practical of all lands, with earnest strife and toilTin
hr:.:;thi'j me in ; sweating brows and horn v hands fronting me eve/ v' O O v
«>or,I& r som eaveryd; earner— not always an incapable or despairing,
hot in the main a ready and cheerful one. One form— one countenance
—ors soul speaking through them, is ever before me. And they are
•we for sue. dness as this presence can give. It is  not your nay,
bi.cs//ore, that can deprive me o f them. They are mine by the gift oi
r;/': ■ so conferred on me the capacity thus, if  no nearer, to take and
s/ '1 ‘hem. And be thou sure they are not to be parted from me.

»my goal sc . . . me m ost divinely, I  am happy for whole hoars.
y * l- but suffices me at such tim es. W hat is it to me that we
^n,lh ,i0‘ near each other in the body ? It is better, I say, then, that

• y, not. For so I. should som etim es lose you. Nearness to-day 
•N d dmJm A i ^ ____________ __________i . i . J i ........ .......r ’• lu' :̂h fJr ‘;'/ice to-morrow unsupportable. And thus, when my

i. ghr V  .
’ lH <lV<:r thiiie. The possession thou hast, nothing in ink can

hfart cries out for you, I still it by saying, ‘Hush thy childish 

],<<i thee of.’
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“ I do not claim that herein I  have risen above the pain of n,o-; i 
love. I  do not claim th a t I  am  exem pt in my best hours from tw l 
pangs which the heart cherishes as its life and h o p e ; nor in rny wor f 
from suffering which proves the strength  of my hum an affection. To-rh v 
though a lover, and a rejected one, I am  a metaphysician, and therefore 
happy; to-morrow I shall he— God knows w h a t; perhaps a gloomy 
ungracious m a n ; not less a lover, b u t one whose demands are more 
painful to the endurance th a t is w ithout prom ise of reward.

“ I  do not speak thus, E leanorc , from  any hope of influencing the 
decision I  heard from your lips on th a t  last day ; nor, if I knowrnyself, 
from any wink to do so. I  should despise m yself for soliciting the gift 
of love. I t  must come freely— ay, unasked— to be in trial what it is 
in thought to me. I dream of a perfect Love, which should flow to its 
true object spontaneously, as light from the sun, as odour from flowers, 
and as winds from the sweet so u th -w est; as mine to you, if you allow 
the illustration; which constrains to  all tender compliances; which, 
with perfect individuality in its outflow, is lost in the life it joins, as the 
streams which leap down these hills, come each with its own ardour 
and movement to the valley of m eeting, and are henceforth one. Such 
a love my soul craves, and such, I  believe, you would lavish upon one 
who was so constituted as to take  it w ithout your leave. That I were 
that happy m an ! Pray heaven I  m ay never behold h im !

“ I am very much occupied here. T here is not an idle hour in all 
the week, except those wherein m y soul cheats my body of its rest, as 
now, when there is no noise of life to he heard  hu t the heavy breathing 
of tired sleepers in the adjoining room ; or of N ature, but the rush of 
the stream that hurries past our cabin-door. Itude and coarse are all 
the external features of this sojourn, save the peerless skies that overhang 
us, and the airs, that bring on th e ir invisible wings health, vivacity, and 
courage to body and soul. I  have lain  down many times under the 
shining stars, in the dewless n ights of th is country, and looking up, 
hour after hour, into the blue depths where they are suspended, have 
dreamed such dreams of life, of love— of achievement here, and its 
glorious fruitage in the future— as could only be dreamed in a soul 
illuminated by the divine radiance thou hast poured upon mine. Yes, 
dear Eleanore, I  have a larger and holier life through the knowledge of 
thee. I soo God more nearly and m an more lovingly. Shall I not be 
patient with infirm souls, who in the feeblest m anner represent thee to 
mo? I said once that I  could not live worthily, or do any faithful 
work without thee—that I  had no hope of heaven or earth but through 
thee. I had not then risen to possess thee as now I  do. If I could 
not hold time in these arms, or drink in thy  voice and thy power through 
the channels of sense, I  felt m yself accursed and withered by a decree 
of perpetual banishment. To live w ithout thee was only to exist—to 
hear divinest music, and never thy  voice, could not have sufliced—to 
see all beauty of Nature and A rt, and no t thine, was but to gaze 
upon dross. But they are all mine now. I  have brought them through 
the furnace of purification, and garnered them  in my soul, where no 
destruction can overtake them.

“ But let me never see the m an who calls thee wife. While thou
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incst uneonsecrate to  any , I  th in k  o f th e e  alone, and there is no 
h 111' rd jn ray h ea rt— only  p a in ;  bu t I  w ou ld  p u t th e  globe between us,
1 j  kear WJ E leanore  aw ay to  o th e r co n tin en ts , before another hand 

:'lJ011ld clasp *n ôve h e rs  ^ leave h e re ,
ogaio

I  shall see thee once
There is no long s ta y  for m e h e re — p e rh a p s  no t anywhere, till 

nfl(. or death shall s tay  m e. I  look in to  a w andering , homeless future, 
trough which a vision flits, fad ing  an d  b rig h ten in g , w ith  the shifting 
jĵ es of life, challenging m y  m anhood  to  a ll n o b ility  of purpose and 
c]eed, hut evermore ch illing  a rd o u r of re so lu tio n  an d  h ea t of perform ance 
by its vanishing presence.
‘ "Alas! dear E lean o re , i t  is poor com fort to  b o a s t m y philosophy. 

One hour’s high converse w ith  thee  Tvere w o rth  y ea rs  of self-building 
like this; one day of th y  frien d ly  p resence— how  w ould  it enrich me 
a<*ain! Yet the one can n o t be, and th e  o th e r  sh a ll. H av e  I  manhood, 
and shall I yield it to  an y  b u t G od who gave i t  ? T h e re  is action left 
to me—wars to be fo u g h t, w ith  N atu re , if  n o t w ith  m en —-insensate 
rocks and m ountains to  be re n t  asunder, th a t  the  th u n d e r  of commerce 
may smite across th e  c o n tin en ts— oceans to  be sea rch ed , b eneath  burning 
suns or polar darkness— d eserts  to  be p e n e tra te d — a rts  of peace and 
arts of war, not yet w holly superfluous, to  be m ad e  su b serv ien t to m en—  
oppressed peoples to  be  freed , an d  d a rk en ed  ones to  be brought to the 
light.

" I  shall consecrate th e e  on  som e of th ese  fie lds, and there win again 
courage into the bosom  w here  thou  ea rnest u n b id d en , and  reignest in 
desolation, 0 queen of my sou l.

“ Farewell! “  J .  L . A .”

C H A P T E R  X X X V II.

I did not read this letter without tears from my own eyes, and when I 
looked up, Eleanore sat with her face buried in her hands, which rested 
on the table. So keen, so determined, so brave a heart as this was! 
I could see all the conflict in it. I  could read in the eagle eye the 
momentary flashes of hopeful resolve and the shadow of instant pain 
chasing them away. I  could read the hope of escape in some scheme 
laid in far-off lands, whither he would go; and see him the next moment 
brought back a willing prisoner, hugging the fetters that held him.

“Eleanore,” I said, feeling disposed to assume some authority, “ you 
will not leave this letter unanswered, surely.”

“I cannot tell,” she replied. “ I t calls for no answer, either in word 
or spirit; and there is but one that would be better written than 
Unwritten.”

“Then let it be that one,” I  said, earnestly, “ and send it. If you 
?° no*i’ 1 shfil think there is a wanton cruelty in your nature, which at 
. s y°ur enlightenment ought to restrain. If  you were a narrow, 
o»°unt woman, yet clothed with the personal power you have, and
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delighting a poor vanity by its exercise, I could K
now.

sooner forgivo

Your so verity is very Inmost, Anna. 1 must think beforo T 
This letter makes his nature bettor known to mo than I alumni i ' 
thought possiblo by any length of more correspondence. itt _ . % a cv’̂ S Ihn
groat light, and assures me in some things wherein I was not 1H![ 
assured. It proves a largeness of life and capacity of soul such as I 
hoped for, hut might well have been disappointed in linding, with all 
the premise there was of it. It makes me richer than an empress, fot 
few men grow to such unselfish mould and temper as this, Anna, unless 
there is in them a greatness of soul capable of almost anything; and I 
think 1. should no longer fear to confess to him what I have to say, wore 
it not that, in mv present position, I must not summon a master to my 
side. I have learned much of him, it is true, but I have much yet to 
do with myself before that day comes.”

ft seems to me that you are unmistakably wrong, now, Eleanors. 
There can be neither justice nor generosity in exposing one to sucli 
suffering as this.”

" I must do what my inmost life demands of me,” she replied, 
“ Remember, I am a woman, and not an ignorant girl, as I was ten 
rears ago, when I had such a question to decide; and though this is 
first love to me—nay, never look so astonished, dear friend—and though 
I dare not tell you how it pervades my whole being, sweetening the 
meanest of my toils, and taking away all heroism from my endurance; 
yet, in the union to which I look forward, I must have my own position 
and individuality. I should do both myself and my husband injustice 
in surrendering these in any degree to feelings which conflict with my 
judgment. There is much belonging to the relation of marriage, Anna, 
beside the love which should precede its existence; but when that is 
confessed, both parties are too apt, I think, to hurry over all other 
considerations, 'and assume positions, which, neither of them having 
fully weighed and estimated, mav, for that reason, become sources d 
pain and disappointment, instead of happiness and fruition. I can never 
again risk so fearfully as a woman does, in entering on that relation, 
till both of us fully understand each other’s views ol it. You k°' 
surprised; you would be more so, perhaps, were I to toll you all 
by that; but 1 am speaking of a calm determination to do iuva! ■1J i O  ̂ » i hJj
my lover justice, in unveiling my soul to him before the von 
hold us bound to each other till death. I cannot, therefore, sUllll) ? 
him here, as I should inevitably by replying to that letter at 
for a time. I am no sophist, and cannot spin invisible wel«>,!U 
truth which I also never escape. I see nothing clear, to-dr),



THE IDEAL ATTAINED. 377
but to hold my course—the only pain I feel for him being, that he has 
not what I have, the secret which makes the desert bloom, and transmutes 
Buffering into joy. Perhaps other light will come with the coming days, 
and if it does, do not doubt that I shall follow i t .”

I looked at her as sho sat there before me, calm and clear and 
splendid iu her self-possession, and again my eyes fell to the record on 
my lap; and much as I admired and loved her, I asked myself—Are 
you, with all your gifts and greatness of soul, worthy what is here laid 
at your foet ? The thought, no doubt, passed into my face; for I spoke 
not, yet sho answered it.

“ I see,” she said, “ you question me, Anna ; and perhaps I ought 
scarcely to wonder at it, for there is little seeming tenderness in what I 
am doing; but I do not doubt myself, and that is best of all. I will 
more than atone for all when the day comes that I may.” And a happy 
light rippled over her face as she took the letter, and rose to answer a 
rap at the door.

There had been many while we were sitting, but they had received 
no attention. Now, when she opened it, there stood before her a young 
man of about thirty, with a face, person, and bearing expressive of 
strongly-marked individuality; frank,well-defined features; a speaking, 
dark gray eye; projecting, heavy brow; of a rugged cast, and an aspect 
which altogether indicated strength rather than refinement, and earnest­
ness ungraced with any gentle culture. He had in his hand a carpet­
bag, and as the door opened, he touched his hat respectfully, and walked 
in, saying he wished to engage a room for a few days—a week, or perhaps 
a fortnight. I saw that he was both surprised and pleased to see such 
a woman before him. He watched her with a glowing eye and pleased 
lace, as she took down the hook, and, inquiring his name, registered it, 
giving him at the same time a key, and directing him to the floor above, 
whore he would find the number it bore. He was not in haste to he 
gone, but lingered, asking some questions about the house and the city, 
and informing her that he had not been there for four months. He said 
very honestly, as a simple-minded man might, that he had several 
thousand dollars in gold in the satchel, and if there were any safe place 
of deposit in the office, he would rather leave it there than in his room. 
But Eleanore quickly explained that there was none—that no responsi­
bility of that sort could be assumed, and added: “ I shall he obliged to 
excuse myself now, sir. I have employments elsewhere that demand 
mv presence; ” then, speaking to me, wre both went out together, 
followed by the stranger, whose name was Harding. But at the door 
We were met by Phil and Antonio, and Eleanore turned back to lay 
aside Phil’s walking habiliments.

Vol. II. 07
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Mr Ilording looked nl the child; Iuh oycm Idled, and a flusli of ,, 
passed over his face. “ That in the most beautiful ni.dil " i"""l'!'uniHll®> UO Hivul
“ that I liuvo soon for throe years;” and down wont tho tmwunum ||„’ 
lloor, an if it Imd boon dirt under his loot, and up wont 'Phil a lilu, 
nervous and shy of tho strango I’aoo and voioo, hat quite ovovIkuihiby 
tho wlmlo hoartod, loving earnestness of tho man.

“ Will you lot mo havo this littlo follow out sometimes, whoa winvt 
better acquainted ? ” ho asked ol tho mothor.

“ I daro say,” aim replied, “ ho will ho glad to go with nnyliody who 
is fond of haviup; him. Will you p;o with this gentleman, I’liil, to tnko 
a walk ?”

“ T’morrows, maiuina" putting his hand safely in hors, and lookinii 
at tho stranger: moaning Homo day or days in tho iudolinito fiituro.

‘‘ .1 hit you walk morn with mo, Phil,” said Antonio, who stood by, 
joalously guarding his own rights.

“ Yos,” said tho child, looking grave, as if tho question of tho futuro 
disposal of himself wore growing confused, with only this ono cloar 
point in it; “ yos, I go with you, too Ini/ smr.”

This inimitable attempt, at Eroneli made us all laugh Antonio, who 
had boon the teacher, heartiest of any ; and thus wo dispersed.

Mr Harding came into tho ollico at evening and Hat down, iw is 
socially disposed, and quite unaware that tho proceeding wan not in 
order. Ho was more communicative than curious, which wan loss 
remarkable for a Yankee than it would have been had ho net boon nbb 
to learn about us all that ho might desire to know from outside persons 
during tho day. Ho told us that ho had oomo from tho southern mines, 
to meet a brother from tho northern part of the State, who wan expecting 
his wife on the next steamer; and ho soomod full, of happy aid,icipations 
of the mooting, lie should bring them there, ho said, if wo had a room 
for thorn. Tho steamer was hourly expected, and he looked for his 
brother hv the Sacramento boat that evening.

Ilo delighted himself with I’liil before that young gontlomaa’s liod-limo 
came, and took, with an altogether ama/iug rapidity and onuo, to tho 
shade of the little family-troo wo cultivated in those two narrow rooms.

“ Ho is a new character,” I said to Eloanoro.
“ Yos, hut lie’ll sing tho old song to ono or other of us; you may 

rely upon that. I see it already, and that is what enrages and huiniliah’S 
me. Social distance its altogether lost hero. It doesn't matter lo U'0 
question ho will ask of you or mo, two or three dayn, or possibly 
many weeks lienee, that at homo tho man would never have HpokeD I" 
us. Very honest, very worthy, and withal an uflbclionato poison, 
have no doubt, Anna; but why cannot lie and tho others nudee’ln'
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|,lint, though Wo urn in n, moniiil |u>nil.ioii lioro, wo arc I,ho huimo women 
|,lint. WO nlioiilil lin In our own at, homo? l>o I no limit or act ” alio 
iuiUoiI, indignantly, “ an l.o warranl, any man svlio lian oynn in |,|m |m|i(,|'
|,lull I ri'H|inol. niyiioir I o h h  in making Iiodit anil swooping, Umn | Hliould 
in a mansion, an il.n mistross? Ini■ I ho mooli anil oravon, llial, ovary
mini lin.il a right l.o nay to liimtioll', ‘ Tlmro, that poor woman, I think, 
woiihl lio f'liul to have mo marry lior, and tako Imr mil. of Unit plar.o'"

“ Not a hit of d,/’ 1 ropliod, laughing at tlm absurd oonl.riiHl. to Imr 
lii'nml, ilolianf onrringo and anpoot, mom ospocinlly at. that moment, 
wholi nho hI.ooiI with oyon and nostril dilatod, and clonohod right hand 
upraised, to onloroo tlm ipioiition wliioli could only ho whispered. 
“Never accuse yoiirnolf on that Hooro, doar Kloanoro. Tlmro in scarcely 
anything I could not holiovo of you mom easily.”

“Well, thou,” hIio said, laughing, mom than half in suppressed 
indignation, “ why can’t t.hoy understand that hero, as well as in Now 
York o r  Now Knglaml? Tlmro in no use in talking, doar; I,hoHo dreadful 
o i l e r s  nvo h a r d l y  l o a n  ollonnivo to my pride than Homo of our otlior 
oxporionooH; and i f  tolling ono of thono vvoll moaning persons h o  would 
pul. a stop to thorn, I Hliould do it, tlm very lira I; l.i mo another honoured 
ino with p m p o H a l s ,  I H l i o u l d ,  if 1 did hurl, his noil lovo."

“But it would bo instruction thrown away,” I Haiti; “ and, in most 
eases, a deep wound given, whoso pain would loavo no wisdom after it; 
Hu I think you had hotter tako thorn <|Ulotly, nH you have, and mookly 
nay, ‘Thank you, air; you propose mo groat honour, and your luminous 
in inestimable; but I am prevented from accepting the ono, or availing 
myself of the otlior.’ ”

It was fortunate that the bod was between my friend and me at those 
words, or I should have reeeivod proof on tlm spot of how ill they sill, 
upon her outraged dignity, in a pinch of the cheek or a tweak ol tlm 
our, or some other little personal chastisement, which I delighted, shove 
nil things, to provoke her to, there was such down-right good will to it 
in her eyes and lips and hands, when she let herself undertake it. If 
she hud boon a man, one would scarcely have enjoyed rousing the sumo
spirit.

flio other morning I took a tramp of throe or four miles across the 
Ms to the head waters of tlm Thames, a little rill sullioiont to limit a 
Joy’s paper Hoot, issuing from the rock in the shape of seven springs, 
oh) my breakfast of apples and bread under the shade of a hawthorn 

the spring, and drank the sweet water of number seven to wash 
10 iTiunbs down. 1 never wish for a hotter breakfast, neither here 

'"" in heaven; and who should wish more than good bread, sweet 
"ilK  and otipopsy to grace thorn?



OYEU THERE}
dSO

O V E R  T H E R E  
a m k r i c a x  W 1 : m

By m***- n ,d by *Vri K'niuifK at her /
On the spacious, grain! pHutati ■r,'t«ra in i

ton,

Shining like a constellation. ^U'r° '

Holy with a consecration. 1 <,U U ' 
From all tears sunl tribulation.
From all crime and grief ami care.
To all uses good and fair,

Over there!
Always brooding warm and golden. 
Shines the mellow sunshine olden.

Over there! 
Never blighting shadow passes 
On the silken star-eyed grasses.
Waving wide their flowing hair 
In the clear translucent air,

Over there 1

0 the grand encamping mountains,
Over there! 

0  the sheeny spouting fountains,
Over there 1 

0 the boundless starlit arches,
Where the sun in glory marches,
On a road lor ever trending
Through bright legion worlds unending.

Over there!
Brilliant blossoms breathe and burn.

Over there
Nectar drunken drops the tern 
By the tulip's early urn,

Over there ’ 
Orange buds and passion flowers
Lattice sweet hymeneal bowers,

Over there!

All the heavenly creatures born 
Of the breeze, the dew, the morn,
Li divinest beauty grow,
Lrapc their purple, drift their snow 
Bern tla ir crimson, sheen their go 
Shed their odours manifold
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(»n lilt' palpitating air,
Ou the tlowcr-hulcn air.

Over there!
O the royal Forests growing,

Over there!
Breath of balsam ever flowing.

Over there! 
i*ine trees sine their breezy chime,
Palm trees lift their plumy prime 
In the ever Eden time,

Over there!
And a passionate perfume 
Fills the deep delicious ■ loom ;
While, through fort I arcades ringing,
Lustrous birds are floating r inging,

Over there!

No salt tears the ground are drenching.
Over there!

Faint with toil no thin forms blenching,
Over there!

No more agonizing heart-break; 
fcio more crouching in the cane-br ik ;
And no lifted hands out reaching 
With a frantical beseeching.

Over there!

No more desperate endeavours ;
No more separating evers:
No more desolating nevers.

Over tltere!

No more lettered limbs are quaking:
No more burdened backs are aching;
No more hearts are breaking, breaking.

Over there 1
Asonysiocs.

WlUKPKItINtJS FROM 1 Alt AND NlAVU.

WH IS P ER IN G S F R O M  F A R  A M )  X F A R .

J  |  THE p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s o c i a l  sc ien c e .
r< F̂lctl in the United States long enough to seo that the vast 

1 that country is owing to moral causes which lie deeper than 
kjj t./i rna government, which can create nothing, hut only sutlers 

' ' 1,3 they desire, and permits no obstacle to stand in the way of



'* * -• x ,powers of body and mind to lay the foundation of \ '£ 'A ?• 
greaine-w, therefore they did not invite to their ^ Hd'?  ""•■■ 
the soft-banded, and genteel, r.or their ;: A ,.
institutions to meet the views of sc -yge A  m  MfeJ

of using their powers of body and mind for that purpose. ip.1k 
labourer was more respected m America than in any other 
a id  the knowledge of that fact drew to America from the hi • '/ 
populations of Europe those men of hard hand:-; arvi .V.x v-A 
souls yesmed for political and social independence, and a clear fieUi 
order to elevate and improve their condition.

The horde of politicians, or men of word*, speculators. a n d • 
der-trs did not make America the great nation it is; )>at the m.ai - 
toll, the hard-working and vigorous producer.

Tat men's aims were material and selfish, and a political and sv.r 
system existed which made all interests at war with each other merer 
relation of life, and disorder, and war, and misery has been theoeoi- 
rsarr ;es the- very freedom of t ie  ffiiteu States institutionsKrn̂ » 
thing'-: the sooner to a climax. It is harmony and unity of intern-:; 
which bind nations together ; disharmony must necessarily disunite an 
final.v destroy them : so all institutions, based on competition or irn* 
of interests, are demoralising, and contain within themselves xh •• a 
of tnelr own dissolution. All ancient nations have gone dovn fr._ 
that cause.

Take, for instance, the much-landed system of representation in ik 
Unite 1/ ates, supposed to be the palladium of liberty. It has prove: 
A practice to he a means of dreadful demoralisation; every election it 
.. war of words, carried on by lying, briber/, and all sorts of «r- 
niption. Now, if moral purity be the highest interest of man, on wind 
i: e unity of mankind and happiness depends, must there not k 

;_k’ :; about an institution which necessarily destroys it,asd
stimulates the combative organs, and every selfish passion? The sock 
a.-/, r.olitlcal condition of mankind being a war of interests, Lt-ces-m.;'

m expensive armies, navies, and governments; so modi* 
r; got to  support and pay for onr selfishness and ignorance, we aa 

slaves] and have made slaves of ourselves, as all institutions which do 
not accord vkth tl.e moral a n d  intellectual elevation of man arc A..:-
maids of sJa-ery. ( _ ,

rfVrir> freedom does not consist in putting a vote m a box lor - m  
corrupt and humbugging politician to make laws to govern us, but i»
learning to govern ourselves according to the laws of our being which 
cluster round the affections, o. of which our bappine*
depend”; ; for all men freely desire happiness, and what is weeae*. 
know the road to it. 1 m.i.no its own

Kvery soul contains within itself the laws and me •
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r*, ve opment, progress, and nappzness;
■ " f of those is ' . Tigne-s: : ' :

Tguel governing classes demoralises, be
i J ~

of ak- ■— - — o
^ ers and faculties is the true foundatL- 

caticitf exists, the right exists from God to form conk:;-.-. : Z-
. ;' f s  proper cultivation of ail our faculties; and v-hen n

x are
condition ox society, not based ox jus: principles, makes txath 
a terrible penalty must sooner or later be paid. All me 
Lexxd together by an eternal lav.-—if one class suffers, ak ram. - 
no one can make a real gain at the expense of another.

The higher law of the universe is use, and the highest use is tie 
development and progress of ail the faculties, and the nigkest tenuities 
are the moral or spiritual; they are the natural, created govern::s of 
ak, and when not the controlling principles of nations or individuals, 
sooner or later a penalty must come. The same laws of brain and 
muscle, of intellect and heart, controls the prince as veil as the peasax 
Work in the field and workshop, according to the physical lav-, educate 
the hand and eye, gives health to the body, brings man in contact 
nature, for the natural sciences are the true teachers of correct think:

Z'S
'

nr<irL'ĴU i_eTheir methods and laws are eternal truths, and calculated ______
intellect and affections; not so tne tricks of trade and :a~s end instir.
icons of men, which are transient and temporarv, and gen r .kv the' A *> ' G »
work of his ignorance and selfishness.V/

Only that wealth is real which is eternal; material wealth not being 
eternal, is not real wealth. True wealth resides in man's faculties, 
which are eternal, and that wealth can only be acquired by exercise in 
fulfilling uses; none can, therefore, be cheated out of that which they 
have .justly and truly earned, nor can any one gain anything by paying 
another to fulfil his duty. There is no royal road to perfection: it is 
the worker physically, morally, and intellectually who is the true 
beneficiary.

From the nature of the currency, free-trade, inventions in machinery, 
Ac., do no permanent good to the labouring classes. It only enables 
greater numbers to make profits by those means, speculate on the 
labour of their fellowman, monopolise the means of existence, and 
retire from business to live on the labour of others by means of rents,
interest, &c., so that the burden on the labouring classes is no less, 
and they are deprived by an unjust system, of the time needed for rest, 
cleanliness, mental and moral culture, and the refinements and accom­
plishments of life ; the true end of life, the cultivation of man himself, 
is ignored.

But the desire of many is to educate man practically under conditions 
which will elevate him to a far higher plane of moral character—and 
render the present expensive governments in time unnecessary—and 
enable all to exert their various powers and capacities into channels for 
the common benefit. It may be a work of centuries, hut when men 
can associate themselves together to cultivate themselves, then a new 
era, ..ill have commenced.

The workman invents the tools he needs to work with, and, when 
toon are resolved to work in the manner essential to their true interests
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A spiritualist, who has never seen any of the manifestati0 
always open to be “ impressed” with truth. He thinks “ scicnr!-'H 
men make a great mistake when they think they can know truth v'i- 
(in his humble opinion) truth can only be fell. AVhat do we know';"1'

F emale L odges of Masonry.— I t  is not generally known, but i; • 
nevertheless a fact, that there are numerous female Lodges in 
and elsewhere, and that such lodges are not unknown in England, jj 
has lately come to light, that Mesmerism and Spiritualism were gcieijh- 
most sacredly concealed by masons in former ages. Of these science 
the present order of masons are profoundly ignorant. It is now j,j 
contemplation to form a female Lodge in London expressly to stub 
these divine sciences, so far as compatible with human nature. Such 
study may perhaps teach the lords of creation that the ladies of creation 
are mentally quite equal to their lordships.

“ Can a clairvoyant tell what will happen?— I mean do spirits see into 
the future ?” Yes, clairvoyants and others repeatedly foretell event-, 
A. J. Davis foretold T. L. Harris’s changes of theological belief at the 
time he first became spiritualist (See Memoranda of Remarkable 
Persons, Events, &c., just published). Hundreds of instances can be 
gathered from everyday life where direct information is often supplied. 
Omens are numerous. A spiritualist by some accident raptured a 
blood vessel while at work, was carried to the hospital, and died sud­
denly. A friend of his, who lodged with him, states that for two nights 
before the occurrence this friend got no sleep because of a continual 
knocking in his bedroom. Some will deny that this unusual noise had 
any connection with the accident referred to. Such “ coincidences' 
are numerous, and are explained in many ways by spiritualistic and 
other hypotheses.

German E xtracts.— From an interesting letter we make the fol­
lowing excerpts :— “ The Germans take a great interest in Ethnology, 
and Phrenology is also weaved into it; Carl Yogt admits it as themed 
important portion of Ethnology, and brings out some excellent facts 
He has been delivering a series of lectures in Leipzig. The German: 
will have solid works in preference to light reading. You would te 
surprised at the number of theological works published. They are also 
great at stories and science, but between these classes and children'; 
hooks there is a great blank. I send you a specimen of the Glolm-i 
real treasury of Ethnology ; it is splendidly printed and illustrated-h 
fact, superior to anything I have hitherto seen. I find the Germans 
very difficult to deal with ; you cannot depend upon the price they a;; 
for anything, and they stick on pjrofit at all edges. They will ask you 
a price to-day and to-morrow— when the article comes, it will be more. 
On the whole, I am not in love with German life, manners, and cus­
toms. They are too slowr, and make the women do all the work. 
"When the snow comes, the women are set to clean ofi' the causeway i1 
front of the shops, and the men stand with their hands in their pockd-- 
and large pipe in mouth, looking on.” The Globus is truly all our co­
respondent says of it. The language in which it is printed is the oriy 
obstacle to the enjoyment of English readers.
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E l o n g a t io n  o f  t h e  B o d y .—In M. Do Mirvc-lTs report of the extra­
ordinary possessions at Loudin, which occurred during the seven years, 
1632-1639, a case of elongation is attested. These possessions attrac­
ted much attention in France at the time of their occurrence, and 
amongst the many noted personages who investigated them was 
Richelieu, the Duke d’Orleans, and the Duchess d’Aiguillon. The 
Duke d’Orleans also published a pamphlet narrating the occurrence. 
Nearly all the nuns, including the superior, were “ possessed," and the 
manifestations were so thoroughly investigated by learned men and 
divines, that though indications of fraud were detected in some of the 
minor incidents, yet the great mass were indisputably genuine. Amongst 
these latter was the lengthening out of the superior, Jeanne Do Belfiel, 
so that her feet were seven feet apart and her whole length seven feet. 
There is a difference between this case and that of Mr Home. Jeanne 
dc Belfiel was lengthened out in the legs, Mr Home in the body. 
Jamblichus in his Do Mystoriis notices the following effects on certain 
media, ascribing it to the influence of superior spiritual beings, he says: 
—“ Some are agitated throughout the whole body, others in some of 
the members, others again are entirely quiet. Sometimes there are 
pleasing harmonies, dances, and according-voices, and sometimes the 
reverse. Again, the body appears either t a l l e r  or l a r g e r , or is borne 
aloft through the air, or it is effected by the opposite of these.”

SEANCES DESCRIBED.
MR AND MRS EVERETT’S CIRCLE.

Having been present at a seance which took place at Air Everett’s on 
the 11th June, which was of so remarkable a character that I had hoped 
some more descriptive pen than mine would have given an account of 
it; but not finding such to be the case, I venture to offer the best state­
ment I can in order that those persons who take an interest in Spiritual 
phenomena may have an opportunity of judging of the peculiar nature 
of at least some of these manifestations.

"With respect to the time I have been a spiritualist, I am but a young 
member of its ranks; hut with, regard to perceiving the grand truths 
which the philosophy of Spiritualism reveals concerning our immortality, 
and realising the genuineness of its facts as presented at the spirit 
circle, I feel to have been a spiritualist far longer.

Any one who views Spiritualism in its true light will not fail to see 
also the responsibility which it necessarily entails, and it is with that 
view I venture to give these few facts, thinking perhaps they may 
awaken in some minds an earnest desire for unprejudiced investigation. 
Such at any rate is my wish. Now for the facts. The circle was a 
most harmonious one, composed of ten persons, five ladies and five- 
gentlemen. All had assembled by about eight o'clock, and seated 
themselves where fancy or convenience suggested, indulging in quiet 
conversation chiefly bearing upon the subject most dear to us all.
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A spiritualist, who has never seen any of the manifestations. 
always open to he "im pressed” with truth. He thinks “ scientii;- 
men make a great mistake when they think they can know truth, whih 
(in his humble opinion) truth can only be fe lt. What do we know?

F em ale  L od ges o f M a so n ry .— It is not generally known, hut it is 
nevertheless a fact, that there are numerous female Lodges in Franco 
and elsewhere, and that such lodges are not unknown in England. It 
has lately come to light, that Mesmerism and Spiritualism were sciences 
most sacredlv concealed bv masons in former ages. Of these sciencesw *■ o v
the present order of masons are profoundly ignorant. It is now in 
contemplation to form a female Lodge in London expressly to study 
these divine sciences, so far as compatible with human nature. Such 
study may perhaps teach the lords of creation that the ladies of creation 
are mentally quite equal to their lordships.

*• Can a clairvoyant tell what will happen?— I mean do spirits see into 
the future ?” Yes. clairvoyants and others repeatedly foretell events. 
A. J. Davis foretold T. L. Harris's changes of theological belief at theO O
time he first became spiritualist (See Memoranda of Remarkable 
Persons, Events, Ac., just published). Hundreds of instances can be 
gathered from everyday life where direct information is often supplied. 
Omens are numerous. A spiritualist by some accident ruptured a 
blood vessel while at work, was carried to the hospital, and died sud­
denly. A friend of his, who lodged with him, states that for two nights 
before the occurrence this friend got no sleep because of a continual 
knocking in his bedroom. Some will deny that this unusual noise had 
anv connection with the accident referred to. Such “ coincidences" 
are numerous, and are explained in many ways by spiritualistic and 
other hypotheses.

Geemax E xtracts.— From an interesting letter we make the fol­
lowing excerpts:— “ The Germans take a great interest in Ethnology, 
and Phrenology is also weaved into i t ; Carl Yogt admits it as tlie most 
important portion of Ethnology, and brings out some excellent facts. 
He has been delivering a series of lectures in Leipzig. The Germans 
wild have solid works in preference to light reading, l'ou would he 
surprised at the number of theological works published. They are also 
great at stories and science, hut between these classes and children's 
books there is a great blank. I  send you a specimen of the tile —a 
real treasury of Ethnology; it is splendidly printed and illustrated—In 
fact, superior to anything I have hitherto seen. I find the Germans 
very difficult to deal with ; you cannot depend upon the price they ask 
for anything, and they stick on profit at all edges. They will ask y, a 
a price to-day and to-morrow— when the article comes, it will be more. 
On the whole, I am not in love with German life, manners, and cus­
toms. They are too slow, and make the women do all the work. 
When the snow comes, the women are set to clean off the causeway m 
front of the shops, and the men stand with their hands in their pockets, 
and large pipe in mouth, looking on .” The Globus is truly all our cor­
respondent says of it. The language in which it is printed is the ouh 
obstacle to the enjoyment of English readers.
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E longation of t h e  B o d y .— In 31. D e 3IirvelTs report of the extra- 
ordinorv possessions at L oudin, which occurred during the seven years, 
1632-1639, a case of elongation is attested. These possessions attrac­
ted much attention in France at the time of their occurrence, and 
amongst the m any noted personages who investigated them was 
Richelieu, the D uke d'Orleans, and the D uchess d'Aiguillon. The 
Duke d'Orleans also published a pam phlet narrating the occurrence. 
Nearly all the nuns, including the superior, were £i possessed,' and the 
manifestations were so thoroughlv investigated bv learned men andO c O v
divines, that though indications of fraud were detected in some of the 
minor incidents, yet the great mass were indisputably genuine. Amongst 
these latter was the lengthening out of the superior, Jeanne De Belhei, 
so that her feet were seven feet apart and her whole length seven feet. 
There is a difference betw een this case and that of 3Ir Home. Jeanne 
de Belfiel was lengthened  out in the legs, 3Ir Hom e in the body. 
Jamblichus in h is D e  NIysteriis notices the following effects on certain«/ o
media, ascribing it to  the influence of superior spiritual beings, he says: 
—“ Some are agitated throughout the whole body, others in some of 
the members, others again are entirely quiet. Sometimes there are 
pleasing harm onies, dances, and according-voices, and sometimes the 
reverse. Again, the body appears either t a e l e p . or l a p g e p , or is borne 
aloft through the air, or it is efiected by the opposite of these."

S E A N C E S  D E S C E JB E D .

AIR AND AIRS EVERETT'S CIRCLE.

Having been present at a seance which took place at Mr Everett’s on 
the 1 1 th June, w hich was of so remarkable a character that I had hoped 
some more descriptive pen than mine w ould have given an account of 
it : but not finding such to be the case, I  venture to offer the best state­
ment I can in order that those persons who take an interest in Spiritual 
phenomena m ay have an opportunity of judging of the peculiar nature 
of at least some of th ese  manifestations.

With respect to  th e  tim e I  have been a spiritualist, I am but a young 
member of its ranks; but with, regard to perceiving the grand truths 
which the philosophy of Spiritualism  reveals concerning our immortality, 
and realising the genu in en ess of its facts as presented at the spirit 
circle, I feel to have been  a spiritualist far longer.

Any one who view s Spiritualism  in its true light will net mil to see 
also the responsib ility w hich it necessarily  entails, and it is with that 
view I venture to give th ese  few facts, thinking perhaps they may 
awaken in some m inds an earnest desire for unprejudiced investigation, 
buck at any rate is  m y  w ish . N ow  for the facts. The circle was a 
most harmonious one, com posed of ten  persons, live ladies and live 
gentlemen. A ll h ad  assem bled by about eight o'clock, and seated 
themselves where fancy or convenience suggested, indulging in quiet 
conversation chiefly  bearing upon th e  subject most dear to us all,
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“ Spiritualism.” Presently low Put distinct raps were („.„r,i t| 
near Mrs Everett (the medium), then in various parts of the ' 
then some one would experience that the chair or couch upon vl,„' 
they were sitting was undergoing an mimistahoablo vibration. T},,, 
the whole room seemed to be influenced in the same way. baring tl,,. 
conversation the importance and right of having satisfactory f t:, 
especially with regard to identity, was rather strongly urged by a va;jj 
known lady present (Mrs Emma Hardinge), and before I close t),j. 
letter you will see what that apparently led to.

It was now thought time to form ourselves into a circle round t},[; 
table, which is large and massive, the top of it being of solid rnahorc;,,, 
about two inches in thickness. I  mention this merely just to give 
idea of its immense weight. As our number was not nwnerou'i vm 
seated very comfortably, but some of us not having found our right 
places were directed to them by the spirits. Being seated properlŷ  
chapter from the Bible was read, as is the general custom, I believe, at 
ail well organised circles, and then a short but most beautiful paver 
was offered up by the same lady, Airs Hardinge, who also read. 'Jbe 
impressive manner in which this prayer was rendered will never },t- 
effaced from my memory. Quiet conversation was again resumed, the 
spirits manifesting their approval or disapproval of what was said by 
rapping, which is as well understood by those who are accustomed to it 
as if a voice spoke. This is very interesting, especially when be 
answers indicating assent or dissent come almost before the last word 
has fallen from one’s lips, and always expressive of such responses 43 
might be expected from individuals o f no ordinary intelligence. '! 
spirits were then asked whether they would like a little singing. “Yes” 

gnified, a lady commenced singing an appropriate tong, we all 
■ the chorus; and if we might judge from the volley of ape 
a lowed, we could come to no other conclusion than that c.r 

mriioWe friends had been highly gratified. Binging has also the im­
portant effect of harmonising the circle.

manifestations took place, such as be
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What conlcl bo the feeling;; „f / U ’v'v' h e/’
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give joy and conflation to hor declining Ore f
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OTio. It is perfectly impoxHibio to describe the t;.; 
this, what I dare say some poor do wj;j oaii i .eioroo':, m;;. 
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ioay well nay with tho poet,

Dare J #&y 
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» Hf.o and Homo HUJo dintanoo from Mr . ;• j,<v,j r j rK 
van moved, to tho Burpri-so of all, oIo:;o to hor. ar.d .hr-, llkro.r.vo v,«r 
ior broth or woatod upon if, and nothin;/ fondly to n-.'/.v,: 

is being evidoncod to u:i by tho protty/a/^J I fr.ra many /A;
-ay tho affectionate, rnovo/noot of the chair. Huoh, no ,,
ho , and no amount of -mob loyio a-< !! flat d -■ I <*

", ■ V,

,
••• i--

pro

T h a t  - X him from r.at;vo J;. 
VVlif;r 0 fi; :.f, f:0

-V '
v/a; /, vi //.-.on

h'ir
Mr;; fivorott.

r<.»om pro v;o n. v ooo .«/
to soon /rmoifeHtoo '•
'0/ f/ 'h 1 juncture o

Valffed fro.'/. ore me
aftor l/,io a [ir#r,4

■ • ar.d r-v-
" r; v

«» Everett vrae Bitting. Thil $• iomewhat
she i« perfectly tmccwwwn* (rf what the w oumj

' In t a k i n g  f/la .o o  a r o u n d  . ; - : •"  ■ ^   \ '
*»th ms arm, the right, retting Upon the : ;
Ptiwj been previemely directed to take ho v carapc»ra tobei
differ n4 - - -1 At -— Al ' - aX “  ~ 1 ““

' r (■ f
• <

nor
■ 1 4,
‘no

1.i|*«. , ,
i / - / ; ;o one end than tho other, v/h.-eh v/as ho;
, ‘"r position, 'j'hin tube is merely oned by tr.
^VOde of ceneentrating the Hound, and rendering articulation mom

If is not absolutely nece»»ary Ho.vin;-' ■.... - : ; ■
E, was sitting we w oe again o acted to pot out the ; \

■' 4 Vfhoo '-.noire whieh was rooognised as that of ‘; ./o. • i- o,ry} f  ̂ ‘ * r> •**' *
id generally comnatm with this circle, ar.

those words, “ Good evening, dear frionds: gov o 
h ^  meaning airs Hardinge, “ and here» my ad

1 <0yd too,- how are you and then proceeded to . ......



<" xscvs

v 4 , V* • V  ̂ ' '•v • > *' » > T .V . . \ » *• * »vl X .̂ '-Vv ^
.......'v-<' • wk:CU - •-• t;>jU‘U U.U.Y,»* «

. 5»> > v' 1 ' * ,> siusuckon
To. on an Indian srir*

••'•••'.; 0! ** g.U..... f," C’»\V V.S t ’-'O r,, }•  «. .urn, Kt v  m i '  l ' L'ltan  War-\rK/w„. * “* too**‘ < < “ V •< •' > * * i ' v ' s ? f \Y ' C > t - . k‘ ’ i V>,» ,■ k >............. '• - " •' ■•>  ̂\or j i i -hAMWk '4v'v U v4 £'\ jn (k w iU-e *N0S of
. ,  « . . . O'VO. ! n- 'O •" >A> '■ v - .' ’iV. " • •> ■*' -t  5. a.V- ,

tosvV now spoke and ® 8  Hardiugo personallv.
• " / : atMy '  •; ' 0:  : com munica t ion  boioo - ,'•
endear m: '.'.'.o. ndevUiono.te. :.toretore unite unnecessary ami on: of o!- j 
for v-o :o *'--v that :; •• as a voice which’YS
Mammae smi sue never expected to hear again on earth. Ike
wbkb I. and I bafoWaB present, experienced during fins afectw^
cam. ret 0 0 .00:00. vo tatmn no non 0 0 :1:0. describe, nor :00.one give ■/Am­
ine* to* bat can onlr bo realised in the presence of a similar 
"John Watt” again attnasfi us and said significantly, “Yoa 
were sneaking 0 : tests this evening. I think you have had one : - '-, 
basin you not ? Is that a sufficient test'? ’ For mv own part I felt tint 
ftwas a m  than sufficient, and I haTe no doubt all present felt Kb- 
' so. John s " A s  u :s so Into I shall not stay long, knowMz :T: 
sore® of yon hare a considerable distance to go home. ’ I being 1 

compart:tire str.ro.gor asked him whether I had far to go. to which he 
replied. - Yen have a long way to go. but I do no: know exactly where 
y** fire.** I  reside in St John s W ood, and was then at TsHî mt 
• • > ----- srm.ks Mv k v v v : :  a s k ; a  M u m ; ;  am
- guts could be produced. John said he did not think there could: not 

-g sufficient magnetism, it having been very much exhausted, h; 
tua: he would try. Shortly after a small phosphorescent light appealed 
x~cu verv much reseuioled a star, oceasionallv for a moment, dis.ro-• * * r
reurmg. Then another came, and it was interesting to notice the kind 
c: uii i star motion which these little lights exhibited, as if endeavoring 
to move from the positions in which they had been placed. - John 
Watt " told us there had been and were a great many spirits present, 
:ut he would not detain ns longer. The lights disappeared, and this 
blessing was pronounced bv him—“ The Lord bless von and keep roe.v. m * % r *
The Lord make his face to shine upon yon and give yon peace. Aver. 
Goodnizk:. friends, good night, good night’ —the latter being mere 
feel lx uttered than the first, as if pronounced by a retreating voice. 
Idas : . ‘ i tiiis . e. Msvvimi.m of "keiei: a: viv raiis :e eve
a fair idea of its reality. I have only noticed the most important fae:s. 
ha vim: many •:•: the details to suggest themselves.

The foliowing are the names and addresses of those presentMr 
i-ltlrs  Everett. 26 Penton Street. Islington; Mrs FlnM. and Mrs 
Ee.riinz-e. 6 Yassall Terrace, Kensington : Mr and Miss Lander. 11 
Emkn " . Me . . i Mr- ”-ii >e 10 R bCDSOB B :k
Cambridge Heath Road: Mr Teitkens, 121 Pall Mall: M. S. Revill. d 
Smme.vnk. Regent's Park, who subscribes himself,—Yours futhuuM

A PLAYFUL SPIRIT.

Some of the spiritual manifestations are very amusing, and nr.y 
iStonish those consilerablv vho witness them for the tlrst time. *



A SF W O E  WITH MISS PRIrv

spirit of Mrs Farulvam
US. a u f

k . i  k A  .

A t  spirit relatives of many present were seen  by M iss Price. and of

h  ----------  >»“U‘iui was soon by the mediums
cva.b.v a be bind J. Burns, and he conversed with her through the table.h »fc ^  |         k - —

^  v  . s  , . v  v   .  A  . . .

& round one. weighing 701bs., was turned ups.ue aown. and earned 
mod the room bv the^spirir agency. A smaller table was earned 
S s  beads of the circle all about the room, and with t e lingers o 0 7 
ahw touching it. I t  was placed playfully over tne snou;asvs o. >. 
fWBsnt, as if intending th ey  should carry , ^°lU * V the 
«■**» h  the spirits of his Jooosso. o ^ r™' : ,rT
pm accurate descriptions of them, y  ‘ Price, which deserip-
T« 7  truth fully and beautifully e.cscv.a.a a- - M h C -  spirits
'• she said was impressed upon her m int, am L r̂0>vl, which she
shading behind him, and also describe*. a c^%rK heiutr taken to
Caw

A ih.' ..ly reoProeate the respect we B u-rutH  w* -
deal Attained,” and other excellent woras.

surprised the“ * « * « *   intense as Swedciav^.

IdBTTEK FROM ITALY.
th a t  h e  is more nnderstood-T R.diove they

v ot Spiritualism !— as intent
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were both honest, but that is only opinion, and counts for nothin., Iadhere to facts only— well testified, witnessed by myself and in t]v, 
Bence of others, and not in the dark, but in the light as tho other null6' 
A long glass trumpet was taken up to near the ceiling, and
about with deafening blasts for four minutes, until it lei Waved‘b n-nuii *» ■•■till and broke
the room being 17 feet high. This being done by invisible powers 
no/ request, in the presence of myself, Bibi, and the maid, who were 
frightened (the latter is an ex-nun, and fell to crossing herself), so that 
it could not bo my imagination, or the effect of any trick or machinery 
It was a perfect demonstration, and not depending on my assertion 
and we could not all three kavo been dreaming of tho same thing. 
Phenomena of the sort have boon going on in my house for fourteen 
years with moro or less perfect proof. My little girl and tho nun are 
both mediums. The mother of the one and the sister of tho other are 
their chief spirits, and there are half a dozen others who often accom­
pany them. Dante has long been our personal friend. On Easter eve 
lie brought a live lamb into the house as a present for Bibi. It follows 
her about like a dog. He opened a window on tlio arno which was 
fastened, and I had never quitted the door of the room into which I had 
gone five minutes before, so it was impossible for any mortal being to have 
brought it. This is only one more of the innumerable proofs I have 
had of the immortality of the soul. I  always said I will believe it it’ 
some one ever comes back to tell me, but books or priests I do not 
trust, especially with palpable lies and absurdities cramming the wo 
for lucre!

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

The Co-operator, a Weekly Record of Co-operative Progress by Work­
ing Men— edited by Henry Pitman, Manchester, price Id; London: F> 
Pitman— is a truly suggestive and progressive publication. It points 
in a direction from whence many of our social grievances must bo 
healed. In the sphere of industry and distribution we can recommend 
it and its self-sacrificing editor as instructive and reliable guides. It is a 
valuable record of social progress in these departments, not only for tbî  
country, but the most encouraging facts are given from other lands.

The Dietetic Deform er and Ve<jet arum Mcsscm/er, published quarterly 
price 3d— London: Pitman— is the organ of the Vegetarian Society- 
Though the society does not now manifest much activity, yet its org«u 
is as intelligent and vivacious as ever. Tho matter in tho July 
of great interest, and indeed it should be regularly read in all ianu IL,j 
who have any respect for their stomachs and tone of body and mj1’

Those who getarising from pure food and a good digestion, 
periodicals from onr office may obtain tho Reformer 
post free.

along with tW”
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THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY AND THE DAVENPORTS.
The following correspondence introduces itself:—

Anthropological Society of London,
4 St M artin’s Place, 4 Charing Cross,

M a y  12, 1868.
Sir,—Tko council of the above society having been informed of your 

wish that a scientific scrutiny of the performances of the Messrs Daven­
port, shall take place before their final departure from England, I am 
instructed to communicate to you the willingness of the council to 
afford the opportunity which rumour has credited you with seeking.

With that view I have only now to say that I shall be happy to see 
you at those rooms any day, between the hours of eleven and live, in 
order to confer as to the conditions upon which the two parties will 
have to meet.—I am, sir, yours, & c., J. F. C o llin g w o o d .

It. Cooper, Esq.
Anthropological Society,

4 St Martin’s Place, M ay  20, 1868.
Sir,—I had the honour to lay your letter before the society yesterday, 

and I am instructed by them to say that they accept your proposition to 
give a preliminary seance for the purpose of enabling them to settle the 
conditions on which tho investigation might proceed; assuming, of 
course, that you comply with the fundamental condition that nobody ou 
your side is present excepting the Messrs Davenport and Mr Fay.

I wait a communication therefore from you to fix a day—I am your 
obedient servant, J. F. C o l lin g w o o d .

R. Cooper, Esq.
4 St Martin’s Place, May 29, 18GS.

Sir,—I find that it will not be possible to have a meeting of the 
committee to settle the conditions on which they would propose that 
the Messrs Davenport and Fay shall again perform by Monday next, 
we must therefore postpone the matter until after their return from 
Birmingham; meantime you shall hear from me what will be the con­
ditions proposed by our committee.—I am, sir,

R. Cooper, Esq. J. F. Collingwood.

4 St Martin’s Place, W.C., June 5, 1868.
Dear Sir,—At a meeting held last evening the committee instructed 

me to report to you that at the preliminary seance given by the Messrs 
Davenport and Mr Fay on the 25th ult. in their presence, there were 
no “manifestations ” exhibited which were not capable of easy explan­
ation, the performers declining to comply with nearly all the suggestions 
of the committee as to tying. But as the committee are given to 
understand that that was confessedly a poor seance, they are willing to 
meet tho Messrs Davenport and Mr Fay again should those gentlemen
agree to certain conditions which are appended.

II “ manifestations” or phenomena of an inexplicable character take 
place when Messrs Davenport and Fay have accepted and complied 
"ith such conditions as will satisfy tho committee that their physical 
agency is not the sole cause of the “ manifestations,” the committee will

Vol. II. 28
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were both honest, but that is only opinion, and counts for U,-K. 
adhere to /acts  o n lu — well testified, witnessed by myself and ' ^
sence

__   ^  j j .  t i  v I
of others, and not in the dark, but in the light as the ot>> P

M.____ „  _ _ t ohen np to near the ceiling, f
about'with deafening blasts for four minutes, until it fell and ^  
the room being IT feet high. This being done by invisible 
my request, in the presence oi myself, Bioi, and the maid, 
frightened the latter is an ex-nun, and fell to crossing h erself?^  
it could not be my imagination, or the effect of any trick or maĉ t'̂ 1 
It was a perfect demonstration, and not depending on my as .̂T-- 
and we could not all three have been dreaming of the same tm" 
Phenomena of the sort have been going on in my house for 
years with more or less perfect proof. My little girl and the •? 
both mediums. The mother of the one and the sister of the other Hi 
their chief spirits, and there are half a dozen others who often acc.-m 
pany them. ~ Dante has long been our personal friend. On Easter eT 
he brought a live lamb into the house as a present for Bibi. It f0l]0̂  
her about like a dog. He opened a window on the amo which 
fastened, and I had newer quitted the door of the room into which Iwj 
gone five minutes before, so it was impossible for any mortal being to 1m 
brought it. This is only one more of the innumerable proofs I h:- 
-ad of the Immortality of the soul. I always said I will believe j* jf 
some one ever comes back to tell me, but books or priests I do not 
tni5h especially with palpable lies and absurdities cramming the worll
~,j-' mere!

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

— - f 
-°~°per0 tor, a Weekly Record of Co-operative Progress by Vuu

im L ''-1-—edited bv Henrv 'Pitman, Manchester, price Id: London: -■‘■'Unarv • .* " . * . £ . . . .  T ..V*;
■is a truly suggestive and progressive publication, it F--/;m

K.,1 .Section from whence manv of our social grievances nzu: 
it : Is the sphere of industry and distribution we can recomu-̂

Seif-sacrificing editor as instructive and reliable guides. B® 
co-hlh/ mcord of social progress in these departments, not only toi lLii

cut the most encouraging facts are given from other iarb-
7"' r  °

price ^  Reformer and Vegetarian ^Messenger, published 
'̂ '̂ -iOIidon: Pitman—is the organ of the Vegetarian 
c-t society does not now manifest much activity, 

gent and vivacious as ever. The matter in the Jefr - .
ls as 
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^ e at
bav *nterest, and indeed it should be regularly read in all 

,= any respect for their stomachs and tone of body Aft 
^ ° d i f  i0tQ P1116 fcofi and a good digestion. Those who ge* 
host from our office mav obtain the R efen m r  along ‘
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the ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY AND THE DAVENPORTS.

The following correspondence introduces itself:—
Anthropological Society of London,

I St Martin's Place, 4 Charing Ocks, 
May 12, 1S6S.

Sir.—The council of the above society having been informs! of your 
wish that a scientific scrutiny of the performances of the Messrs Daven­
port, shall take place before their final departure from England, I am 
instructed to communicate to you the willingness of the council to 
afford the opportunity which rumour has credited you with seeking.

With that view I have only now to say that I shall be happy to see 
you at these rooms any day, between the hours of eleven and five, in 
order to confer as to the conditions upon which the two parties will 
have to meet.—I am, sir, yours, & c ., J. F. C o llix g w o o d .

R. Cooper, Esq.
Anthropological Society,

4 St Martin's Place, M ay 20, 1868.
Sir.—I had the honour to lay your letter before the society yesterday,

aud I am instructed by them to say that they accept your proposition to
give a preliminary seance for the purpose of enabling them to settle the
conditions on which the investigation might proceed; assuming, of
course, that you comply with the fundamental condition that nobody on
your side is present excepting the Messrs Davenport and Mr Fay.

I wait a communication therefore from vou to fix a dav.—I am vour_  t/ fc
obedient servant, J. F. Collixgwood.

R. Cooper, Esq.
4 St Martin’s Place, M ay 2?, 1S6S.

Sir,—I find that it will not be possible to have a meeting of the 
committee to settle the conditions on which they would propose that 
the Messrs Davenport and Fay shall again perform by Monday next, 
we mast therefore postpone the matter until after their return from 
Birmingham; meantime you shall hear from me what will be the con- 
ditions proposed by our committee.—I am, sir,

R. Cooper, Esq. J. F. Collixgwood.

4 St Martin’s Place, W.C., J u n t 5, 1868.
Dear Sir,—At a meeting held last evening the committee instructed 

me to report to yon that at the preliminary seance given by the Messrs 
Davenport and Mr Fay on the 25th ult. in their presence, there were 
no “manifestations ” exhibited which were not capable of easy explan­
ation, the performers declining to comply with nearly all the suggestions 
of the committee as to tying. But as the committee are given to 
understand that that was confessedly a poor seance, they are willing to 
meet the Messrs Davenport and Mr Fay again should these gentlemen 
agf*:. to certain conditions which are appended.

If “ manifestations” or phenomena of an inexplicable character take 
ph :; when Messrs Davenport and Fay have accepted and complied 

such conditions as will satisfy the committee that their physical 
agency is not the sole cause of the “ manifestations,” the committee will 

Voi. ii. 23
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-i-jii; that those c^niiem en have m ade out a case wonhv of •. • - i * Ul * •. — — - .......■<*•
N  _ .  - - * V v •  % — V — ■ *

p l a n s . — I  a m .  h e . .  
K .  C c o p e r .  E s q .

4 Sr Martin’s Place, W.C., J x n ,.
Conditions proposed to the  com m ittee for the res: seance of v ;;>. 

Davenport ana Fay.
1. The performers to be secured by the committee with the coni;, 

tees' own materials in any way no: calculated to injure the performer.*; 
.ana in the dark seance the hands or each of tne performers to he ahj 
h~ members of the committee, as well as bound.

* 2. The m embers of the com m ittee to be admitted into the cabas, 
.and the performers secured to them in whatever manner the eoniriao? 
please, and the instruments to be placed as directed by the conning.

o. The committee to be at liberty to apply any test of markup 
colonring, to the hands of the performers, and those which appear m;
they think hr.

4. The side doors of the cabinet to remain unfastened, and men:® 
of committee to open them the instant a hand appears.

4 Sr Martin's Place, u lit'j. 
Sir.— I  have th e  honour to  acknow ledge the receipt of your eoa- 

m unieanon dated the 6 :h  in s t.. bu t which only reached me last nick.
The committee have not au th o rised  me to  allow anv modifies::.c; 

the con lin en s which I  was in s tru c ted  to forward vou. bn: if von C  
pu t 7 : nr objections to those conditions in writing I  shah be happvw 
lay them  before the com m ittee a t th e ir  next meeting. With tout per 
mission I  " h i  retain for a tim e M r G uppy 's  communication.—I m. 
Sir, &C-, J .  F. COLLDJGWOOP.

H. Cooper, Esq.

52 Conduit Street, W., Juiv 11, l>w. 
Sir.— The Brothers D avenport an d  Mr Fay profess that the ienMi 

th a t take place in their presence are  due to spirit-action, i.c., action of
an invisible anted igent force.

- - -  -- e l e d  : n a r e  s e v e r a l : r e r h a r s  the a
conclusive of wmeh are the  fo llow ing:—

1st. That after they  are tied  by any persons, and in whuU  ̂
m anner, the bolt of the cen tre  door of the cabinet is thrown'ind1*
taneonsly.

2 n i. T nat evidence of m an ip u la to ry  action is given while they ho;
dour in their hands.

8rd. Tnat physical action tak es  p lace while they are all held.
4:n. Tnat Mr F ay 's  coat com es off while the knots around hi? ' r '’ 

are sealed, tne seals rem aining u nb roken . ^
I: tnese tests fail to convince y o u r  committee that the pbci^1311 , 

a r; J 'odueed by a power in d ep en d en t of their own agency, 
tests we can offer woudd h av e  the desired effect.
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'-Miers D a v e n p o r t  and Mr Fay are willing to afford these 
/ >' il-dependent power operating in their presence.—I remain.

X\OBEKT C OOFER.U r ebedioat sonant.
• (i p ^\)llingwooa. x-sq.

V < -S rairdav week is the first vacant day we have.

St Martin’s Place, W.C., IS, 1565.
p osr g;r>__I have been exceedingly busy the last few days. I  have

1*\t. compelled to leave many letters unanswered. I would, however, 
Uy sent vou a reply had I thought it necessary.

1 can only say now, that unless you accept, in the name of the 
Brothers Davenport and Mr Fay. the conditions which I sen: yon in 
the name of the committee, it is out of the question to think of another 
Bating.—I am. dear sir. yours, J. Feed. Collingwood.

K. Cooper, Esq.
On the letters and meeting Mr Cooper makes the following private 

remarks, not with a view to publication, but we give them the more 
readily on that account:—

Eastbourne, July 10, 1505. 
The seance that was given was rendered ••poor " by unfavourable 

conditions. In the first place, the room was close and ho:: then the 
committee .for the most part extremely sceptical' clustered round the 
cabinet, destroying the condition of insulation : but. worst of ail. thev 
tiei the mediums so tightly as to produce considerable pain—the system 
adopted being to  tie the wrists together, and then to wind the cord 
between the wrists so as to increase the tension. They, however, deny 
th: the tying was unfairly t ig h t : but the Davenports are the best 
judges of this, and they aver that the circulation was stopped. More­
over, I have always noticed that the first th ing  the spirits do when the 
mediums are in pain is to take ofi the ropes, and their doing so in this 
instance I regard as a proof that the D avenports ' statement with reference 
to the severity of the tving is true. The committee allege that nothing* * # V v'
vis done under the first tying. They lost sigh: of the fact that rlv 
door was bo lted  im m e d ia te ly  i t  w as c lo s e d , a n d  th e  u n ty in g  b y  th e  s p ir its  

ir, h . ;g mtr min utes went for nothing— th a t was a niece of dexterity 
cn the part of the Davenports.

Some of the committee seemed favourably im pressed at the f’me ; I 
vis therefore somewhat surprised to hear th a t they had witnessed 
nothing that was “ not capable of easy  exp lanation .” They all ap­
peared to be very puzzled at the close of the seance.

On the reception of the letter stating on what term s thev would have 
toother seance, I sent them an article of Mr Guppy's, setting forth the 
necessity of observing tho conditions on which the successful production 
c: ’he phenomena depended : and in reply to the letter dated June P. I
y to the letter June 11. The letter of the 18th closed the eorrespon- 
doice,
. It is a pity that we played into the hands of such incompetent 
••“•tigators, but I was led to baHave that there was a disposition to 
?f*r mto the matter in a fair spirit of inquiry. However, I do not 
7®* any harm has been done. Mr Atkinson, your correspondent, was 

e |J‘ committee, and I believe was fully satisfied.
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the evening was the reading of a paper by Dr Donovan, the veteran 
phrenologist, entitled, “ The Fundamental Principles of Anthropology/’
He showed the weakness and fallacies of the metaphysical and theo­
logical systems of studying man, and indicated that the proper method 
was to study the mind through the development of the brain. He sub­
mitted three propositions for discussion, embodying the chief doctrines 
of Phrenology. A very animated discussion ensued. Several gentle­
men exhibited more personal abuse, spleen, and ignorance than science, 
while others candidly acknowledged Dr Donovan's devotion to his 
department, and gave their best thoughts on the subject. Dr Collier, 
formerly of New Orleans, wTho said he was the discoverer of Plireno-V '
Mesmerism, referred to its being cited as a proof ot Phrenology. He 
said he did not believe that the phenomena produced by its use was at 
all due to the brain of the subject being excited, but was transmitted to 
the subject from the mind of the operator. A member of the council 
contradicted this view by giving his experience, which went to show 
that the actions of the subject corresponded with the phrenological 
portion of the head touched even when the operator made a mistake.

James Burns made a few remarks at the close, in which he took a 
general view of human action. He traced it all to an organised being, 
man, and pointed out some of the relations between function and 
organisation. He said this course had been successfully followed by 
the phrenologists, and that some of the criticisms then offered had been 
made in ignorance of the phrenological method. He contended that 
Phrenology7 was a very appropriate term for the study of mental 
phenomena, as exhibited through the organism of man.

Dr Donovan briefly replied, and the meeting broke up after a long 
sitting, much engrossed by the interest of the proceedings.

A committee of the Temperance and Hygienic Hospital lately waited 
on Archbishop Manning, and laid before him their objects and prin­
ciples. His Grace was much interested, and further communication 
with him on the subject is expected. I f  the hygieuic system could be 
introduced into the Roman Catholic Church much good would be 
effeeted.

Rotherham.—The Workmen’s excursions, as instituted by Messrs 
Guest & Chrimes, have extended to the other firms in town and neigh­
bourhood. The employers give a free trip to Scarborough, Blackpool, 
or other attractive spots, to all who are engaged in their factories. 
These excursions have a very pleasing influence on all concerned, and 
their inauguration should be speedily effected in other manufacturing 
towns.

Baths fo r  th e  P o o r .—A grand bazaar in aid of the poor people’s 
baths at St Anne’s and Cork was held in June, in the beautiful grounds 
of Dr Barter’s Hydropathic Establishm ent, St Anne’s, near Cork. The 
weather was all that could be desired; and the country around ono of 
the most beautiful spots in Ireland, even rivalling the far-famed Lakes 
of Killamey, added much to the attractiveness of the gathering com­
posed of the elite of the district. The stalls wore very artistically 
arranged, and under the presidency of ladies devoted to the cause ot
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health and social progress. The supply  of articles was large and 
attractive, aud the purchases m ust have been equally plentiful, as over 
£200 were realised, as well as a supply of articles unsold. A noble 
work of sculpture by M r B arter, “ D ian a’s D ream ,” elicited great 
interest; it is expected to be exhibited in  London soon.

Nottingham L y c e u m  P ic -N ic .— T he annual fete of the Children's 
Lyceum is expected to take place on M onday, August 10th. The 
groups will assemble at the  M eeting Boom , 209 S t Anne’s Well Load, 
atone o’clock, and m arch to Speinton H erm itage, about a mile distant, 
which is a convenient place for parties of th is  kind. There the Lyceum 
will go through its evolutions, wing m arches, &c., and about G.30 the 
company will retire to a room  adjoining, where the  speakers will have 
an opportunity to address the  groups and friends. I f  the day is tine it 
will be a scene w orthy to  be rem em bered. Those interested in the 
Lyceum movement are respectfully urged to be p resen t themselves, if 
possible, and induce o thers to attend. Quite an influential gathering of 
strangers is expected, and  the proceedings prom ise to be of a very 
interesting description, and  calculated to advance the  Lyceum. In 
making inquiries, address— Jo h n  H itchcock, 209 S t A nne's Well Load, 
Nottingham.

The D a v en p o rts .— Since the re tu rn  of these  mediums from their 
continental tour they  have been engaged in  giving seances in London 
and its suburbs. T hey  commenced a t th e ir  old quarters, Queen’s 
Concert Rooms, H anover Square, on A pri 11, bu t most of the seances 
have taken place a t S t G eorge’s H all. To bring the manifestations 
before a different class of persons several exhibitions were given in 
Cambridge Hall, N ew m an S treet, and w ith  th is  object in view the prin­
cipal suburban d istric ts have been visited , some more than once. 
Greenwich, Islington, B aysw ater, and Cam berw ell, were each visited 
twice, and the B eaum ont In stitu tio n , Mile E n d , three times. At this 
last place a better im pression  was perhaps m ade th an  at any other, the 
audience increasing on each occasion, and  th e  in te rest increasing in the 
same ratio. A seance was given a t the  H o rn , Kensington. East 
Grimstead and T unbridge W ells were also visited. At the former of 
these two places, w hich is b u t a sm all coun try  tow n, we were agreeably 
surprised to find a good audience assem bled, including the principal 
resident gentry. T h is  was m ainly owing to the  interest which had 
been excited in the  place by  M r Ivinnaird  G ibbons, an enthusiastic 
spiritualist, who has succeeded in half convincing the whole town of the 
truth of Spiritualism  by liis indefatigable efforts in the cause. I t was 
at this gentleman’s req u es t th a t  the D avenports were induced to visit 
List Grimstead, and  i t  was en tire ly  owing to the interest excited by 
him that such a h igh ly  successful m eeting  took place. Here we have 
aii instance of wliat can be done by ind iv idual effort. A week’s visit to 
Birmingham com pleted th e  doings of th e  D avenports. This was not, 
0u whole, so successful as  could have been wished. The people 
b, n  PrePare(i  for th e  subject. T hey  had  been bamboozled by 
aGih1* 00,,Jurer th e  Belief th a t  th e  Davenports were the same 
W m F  • an.^ they  consequen tly  took b u t little  interest in the m atter, 

spiritualists also h a d  been  bam boozled by Melville Bay, and, on
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the principle that a burnt child dreads the fire., were determined r 
be taken in a second time. Instead, therefore, of calmlv and d ' 
sionately witnessing the phenomena they set about trying to 
Davenports impostors. This course of proceeding was noticed }y: 
press, and operated unfavourably against the cause. Moreover! 
general scepticism that prevailed marred to a great extent the manif ! 
tations, for though the Davenports can generally get manifests;;-.', 
when required, the results vary with the audience—a sympathy., 
audience, in whom the mediums have confidence, materially favour-;-., 
the production of the phenomena, and vice versa. Like most otfy 
people, the Birmingham friends had a test of their own—one t;- 
would satisfy them. Unlike the shoemaker, whose faith was in leather, 
theirs was in metal, and accordingly they proposed to enclose ti; 
Davenports in wire cages. One would think that tying with as 
unlimited supply of rope and holding the mediums would be as satis­
factory to any reasonable mind as the various expedients frequentlv 
suggested. Every sceptic, however, has some peculiar test that worii 
satisfy him, and unless that is adopted all that is done goes for nought. 
Tot homines tot sentential. One thing is very certain—the Davenport;' 
manifestations, as usually exhibited to the world, have been successful 
in convincing tens of thousands of the reality of spirit existence, and 
will doubtless be the means of convincing tens of thousands more; b: 
it is to be feared, to use Mr HowitRs words, that “ the bulk of this 
materialised and conceited generation will go out of this world in the 
impenetrable husk of their spiritual ignorance." Eyes have they a:i 
see not; ears have they and hear not! The night before leaving 
Birmingham I had some striking evidence of spirit-power, which, as a 
conclusion to these remarks, I  deem well to append. I was with the 
Davenports and Mr Fay in a large bed-room. I  walked to a chair a: 
some distance from them. As I  was turning round to sit down I blew 
out the candle, and immediately my wrist was grasped and swung roar! 
several times with considerable force. On taking my seat a heavy 
portmanteau was placed on my knees; this was brought from a dk'G 
part of the room. I was then addressed by a voice which kepi up 
conversation for about half an hour, the burden of which was that tk 
Birmingham people were not prepared to receive evidence of spirits 
realities.— Robert Cooper.

Frederic, the brother of Tennyson the poet, is a spiritualist.
The mysticism of the middle ages was assumed as a protects

against the inquisition which extended over all Europe.
A new work on health, by Mr Metcalfe, of Priesnitz House. 

dington Green, entitled “ Hippocrates, Hahnemann, and Priesnitz,' 
just now passing through the press, and may be ready by the end 1 
fee month.


