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S C E P T IC IS M , B E L I E F ,  A N D  C R E D U L IT Y *
We do not w rite for th e  purpose of censuring  those who are 
under the condition of m ind  called scepticism , which has its 
root and origin in igno rance  ; and th is , again, resu lts  from a 
variety of circum stances, over which th e  individual has no 
control. Belief, o r its  m ore positive form , knowledge, pro­
ceeds from experience ,— th a t depends upon  opportunities, 
which are again con tro lled  by details of organisation and 
psychical culture. T h e  sceptic has no consciousness of that 
concerning which he is sceptical. B e lie f is consciousness 
perpetuated by m em ory. T h ere  are, therefore, many forms of 
scepticism, and conversely  of belief— even as there is great 
dive; sity of facts to be affirm ed or denied. M ere nerve action 
endows the possessor w ith  a consciousness of surrounding 
matter, but of th a t m a tte r  th e  crea tu re  m ay be unable to form 
any definite ideas as to i ts  form , colour, size, or other proper­
ties. The developm ents of the cerebrum  in the extreme 
anterior, aided by th e  sense of sight, gives anim ated beings a 
consciousness of objective existence, and  wonderfully enlarges 
the belief of the  indiv idual. T h e  developm ent of the social 
feelings endows m an with a belief in  love, and the normal 
action of the brain  in the  an terio r co ronal region gives man 
and some anim als a consciousness o f th e  necessities of others, 
and ability to sym path ise  with them , and  desire to improve 
their circumstances. W e have m et m en who were sceptical as 
to the existence of love and philanthropy^. T heir organic 
deficiencies denied them  the  priv ilege ot being  aware of these 
attributes of m ind. T h e  brain , located  in th e  central upper 
portion of the brow, aids in d iscrim ina tion , analysis, and 
inference. T he action of the percep tives, aided by this part of
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the brain, involves the process of analogy, and determine \\ 
probability of events or conditions that transcend our j;r< ;<(. 
experience. Many are believers on this plane, and write Jo//.1 
treatises in support of their views, with no better meana fl/r 
their elucidation. More positive ground is assumed when lb. 
sides of the upper brow harmonise with the middle portion 
The unexplored is assumed a 'priori, and the possibility of 
and so is demonstrated. This is a consciousness of principle, 
and the highest form of intellectual belief. l>ut the intellect 
is not itself rational. I t takes a whole mind, in harmonious 
cultivation and development, to be worthy of the throne of 
reason. In judging of the sum total of human affairs, many 
able minds stop at the summit of this intellectual mountain, 
and go no further. They are our men of science, philosophy, 
education, and classical polish. They are tall, noble, and 
commanding, with manly, thoughtful features and magnificent 
foreheads. Their w h o le  life has been spent in industrious 
intellection, and t h e i r  b e l i e f  extends to that alone. Ility 
regard w i th  s c e p t ic a l  s u s p i c io n  all which transcends the  various 
forms of e x p e r ie n c e  we h a v e  e n u m e rated. H e re d i ta ry  
tional influences may h a v e  i n s t i l l e d  into t h e i r  minds a vague 
belief—of that p a r t ic u la r  s h a d e  the f u r t h e s t  rem oved Iron 
k n o w le d g e — o f a  f u tu r e  l i f e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e x is te n c e ;  but, if 
p re s s e d  on the point, th e y  a l lo w  th e m s e l v e s  to be dominate! 
b y  t h e i r  in te l le c tu a l  p o w e r s ,  a n d  r e v e r t  in to  th e  sceptics 
c o r n e r .  T u t .  a s  we h a v e  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  m en tal expel- 
o r  os f a r  tra soo. oh.g t r e  h i g h  o f f ic e s  o f  t h e  in te l le c t ;  indeed, 
they snap.;/ the most noble i m p u l s e s  to  in te lle c tu a l action 
and e le v a te  1. ab o v e  th e  m i r e  a n d  e x u v ia  o f  in fe rio r  fft&Uf, 
How d iv in e  a re  the }. im a n  i n t u i t i o n s  ! T h e  in tu itio n a l spirit* 
nor:; e h :id  lo o k s a t  th e  s t r a n g e r ,  a n d  f o rm s  a  bailor  estimate 
o f  him th a n  h is  p a re n t ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  th o u g h  h e  be in  all the 
ww . o f  the w o rld . T h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  d is c o v e r s  th e  natu.w of 
e le c t r ic i ty ,  t h e  a r t iz a n  c o n s t ;  n e t s  a p p a r a tu s ,  s b meffMtf 
' o g lobe in  a n  i n s t a n t ;  b u t  t h e  soiri-developed
h u m a n  b e in g  holds in te r c o u r s e ,  n o t  o n ly  w ith  k in d re d  spirits st 
a o .osrice , but w ith  o th e r  w o r ld s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u c h  appliance*, 
i o o o .o gw/.s and di vines w rite  m ig h t y  m o u n ta in s  o f “ standard 
•wo/ws ' sp ec  h a t in g  o.o th e  f u t u r e  a n d  m a n ’s re la t io n s  to it. Jp* 
the s p i r i t . ,  . c s o p en s  h is  o r  her interior eyes, anc tJwufc 
• n s -  It.oo -v t / .s  title o f  a  work in their libraries, yet sbi
m a k e s  fo o ls  o f lo e m  a ll . I n t e l l e c t  w ill e v e r  be a rude, 
hi . s l e i  hog. aw k w ard  boy t.hi b e  b e c o m e s  en am o u red  of and 
.o i le d  w ith  th e  a n g e lic  ho t u i t i o n s ,  w in c h  c o n fe r  on man the 

p re ro g a t iv e  o f  d iv in e  by e x a l t i n g  h im  to  a  co n sc io u sn ess  of rk 
r e la t io n s  th e r e to .  o

-*o fo; ro o f b e . .e f  o r  e x p e r i e n c e  c a n  b e  s h a re d  m>hi by all.
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neither can Home V '<: J‘.:r fo n " :i f'"  demonstrated to the
many. T h ese  mUKt be with died with ihe luoriy of 0tf,<->•«, 
llJJ0,j v/hioli th e ir  rea so n in g  powers /nay take notion, and UjUH 
j„ piirt satisfy th e  n ecess itie s  of th e ir nature. A gentleman we 
know is in th is  position  respecting  the phenomenon of colour 
)jo is “ colour b lin d ;” be can recognise a dark colour and a 
light colour, b u t it  is from the unanim ous testimony of 
society th a t bo in fers th e re  may be a diversity of colours, see­
ing tha t ho ag rees with o thers in  common on njany similar
subjects.

We conclude with, a word as to credulity , which burn the 
sceptic has ever on b is lips. C redulity  and scepticism are twin 
brothers, th e  o ffsp ring  of ignorance by the same birth. Man­
kind have always over-estimated the value of the scrap of 
knowledge th ey  possessed , h ike a man who would try to 
cover the whole uni verse v/ith a small com they endeavour f-o 
account for all p h en o m en a  hy the few creak mg and disjointed 

>le« cal e< “ Science" or “ Spiritualism " Such 
men are ex trem ely  c red u lo u s ; they predicate everything on the 
little they know, be it o f w hatever kind it may, as determined 
hr th e ir  organic, h e red ita ry , and educational circumstances; 
they are a t  th e  sam e tim e  qu ite  sceptical respecting all modes, 
facts, or theo ries th a t  transcend  their experience, ft is only 
omniscience o r a fin ite  psychical being akin to it, that can he 
■ ily unhiassed by these frailties common to imperfect 
humanity; we m u s t th e re fo re  be con ten t to hear' the ills atten­
dant on our u n a lte rab le  position.

The m ental facu ltie s  a re  capable of cultivation, in whole or 
in pert;, so none need d esp a ir ; all k inds of ignorance will submit 
sooner or la te r  to ap p ro p ria te  instruction , and all forms of urr- 
b'rkef'must succum b to th e  positive influences of knowledge. 
V/c cun aid each o th e r  m uch in th is  glorious work, ft is not 
any one individual, b u t the aggregate of individuals that con*

sib; mam. Those possessed of th e  h igher gifts of existence 
are Jumps of divine lig h t to th e ir  Jess fo rtunate  brethren. The 
facts and conditions of sp iritua l ex istence are testified to by 
Many of these in various d ww css of pei .'set o n : some of the best 
have been recorded by the p rin tin g  p ress, and have thus become
hue comp;.
a

Minion te ach e rs  o f th o u san d s. T h e  work before us is 
;ry trained : ;;ri full a rgam c ita tive exposition of the experi­

ences of a gifted m ind from scepticism  through  various grades 
nf knowledge to a s ta le , the  b lessings of which the author 
'fa tefu l:/ acknow ledges. Hire takes her reader comfortably 
along with her, a lm o st w ithout effort on Iris part, whilst the 
‘uvacrous daso iog  br illiancy of her sty le  beguiles tire- tedium of 
the journey, and  unite*  high class lite ra ry  entertainm ent with, 
f/> "'any, very necessary  in te llectual in stru c tio n .
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the scientific and moral aspects of 
spiritualism .*

P>y J. W. J ackson, Esq., F.A.S.L.
(Contin nod.)

I h a v e  occupied your attention at such length with the scientific 
aspect of Spiritualism that it is scarcely fair to intrude any further 
on your forbearance by mv intended remarks on the moral aspect 
of the question. Nevertheless, I have something to say to you 
here also, for which I would crave an unbiased hearing; for, in 
addition to the relation which Spiritualism holds to science, there 
is the iniluence it is calculated to exercise over our beliefs and 
conduct. Despised by the savans, it is disliked by the clergy, 
With an unerring instinct they detect an element hostile to their 
pretensions in its claims to present inspiration. People who 
teach that revelation ceased with the last vision at Patinos, and 
that miracles terminated with the age of the Apostles, are not 
likely to accept a re-opening of the canon, and a possible enlarge­
ment of their creed, with any very lively satisfaction. Priests 
and prophets have seldom been on friendly terms; nor is this 
matter for astonishment, seeing that the sympathies of the former 
are with the past, and those of the latter with the future. Thus 
they look in opposite directions, and so represent the Janus-face 
of our common humanity. Each has a legitimate mission, like 
the morning and evening, the spring and autumn, the youth and 
age, we find in nature. Now you, like Saul, are among the 
prophets, and as such must expect your modicum of persecution. 
I know that some of you try to evade the stupendous responsi- 
bilitv which all this implies, and declare that you have no in­
tention to meddle with the religious convictions of your neigh-O  J  O

hours. But this is mere weakness. The state of the soul alter 
death, the kind and degree of its happiness or misery, and the 
connection as an effect which this state has with the past con­
duct of its possessor in life, are necessarily among the most 
important elements of religious tuition. They have been so in all 
ages. Now your ghostly seances intermeddle with this very 
seriously. The spiritual interlocutors with whom you are there 
supposed to hold converse, teach a very different kind of reward 
and punishment from what is usually taught in the orthodox 
pulpits of Christendom. Their heaven and hell are nowhere in 
your scheme of ascensive spheral progress and development. 
.Moreover, “ imputed righteousness,” and “ vicarious suffering,” 
which play so important a part in their system, are absolute 
nullities in yours. In truth, whether you acknowledge it or not, 
your circles teach what is virtually a new religion—an inevitable 
result of the restoration of the prophetic office to its normal 
function after the lapse of so many centuries. It occurred in

* A Lecture delivered to the Glasgow Association of Spiritualists.
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da' of Judaism , Buddhism, Christianity, and Mahomedanism, 
liml it. will occur under your ministrations should you succeed in 
making good your position. History will not belie itself, cither 
on your behalf or that of your opponents. I f  you hold, or are 
believed to hold, direct intercourse with the spirits of deceased 
persons, their testimony will ultimately outweigh the authority of 
all written records, whatever their antiquity, and how great 
soever their supposed sanctity. Dead formularies have never 
been able to hold their own against living inspirations. Stereo­
typed creeds are mere stubble before the fiery breath of a God- 
commissioned prophet. Y on may not know what you are doing, 
but you have thrown down the gage of battle to every established 
faith from Britain to Japan . Either your claims must be dis­
proved, or they must succumb to your teaching, as other and 
older faiths succumbed to the influence of their teaching. This, 
I am aware, is very plain speaking, but the subject is far too 
important for the vague platitudes or polite euphuisms, wherein 
popular orators so commonly indulge, when they wish to dilute 
unpleasant truths till they cease to be offensive even to the 
weakest digestion.

While on this departm ent of the subject, perhaps you will 
pardon my alluding to the disparaging terms in which some of 
you speak of all other evidence of man’s immortality, save that 
afforded by the occurrence of spiritual phenomena. It would 
almost seem that were they shown to be a result of the magnetic 
action of the circle, you would sink clown into absolute 
Sadduceeism. Now let me warn you that this is a most dangerous 
position, one which you can only occupy at imminent risk of 
shipwreck to your hopes and eclipse to your faith—both being 
dependent on the maintenance of an hypothesis ever liable to 
disproof by the progress of scientific discovery. Let us probe 
this matter somewhat deeper, and in doing so vre may perhaps 
throw additional light on that which we are now especially 
endeavouring to illustrate, namely, the moral aspect of Spiritualism, 
and its real status among the things that are.

You are doubtless aware that we live in an age prone to 
morbid excitement, afflicted with a diseased craving for emotion, 
with a depraved desire for stimulation. The sensational novel, 
the spasmodic poem, and the spectacular drama, administer to 
the taste of a perverted in te llec t; while alcohol, opium, and 
tobacco, supply the artificial needs of a debilitated body. But is 
this an exhaustive enumeration of nineteenth  century symptoms? 
We fear not. Ritualism on the one hand, and revivalism on the 
other, must be added to the list of ills tha t cotemporary flesh is 
heir to. The truth, as all deep observers clearly see, is, that 
signs of age and decrepitude, ot exhaustion and effeteness, are 
rapidly accumulating upon us. W e are approaching the end
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v,;ith ovor-aoo.'K-ratiii- voloviiv. :l,u] so votc om.sel . 
Nou, where is tym niahsm  m t ho midst of all those svn, 
disease: Are its lights the auroral radiance o f  apnro''!V-0('
menu or the phosphorescent gleam of dee: iv ? 1 have
answered tins query, m the historical parallel between the , 'Uy 
practices prevalent at imperial Koine, and their revival p  
another name, in the mouern circle. But we are net doiVn I 1 
on so slender a foundation as historical parallels ter a ^ 7 ^  
AVe can institute others equally corroborative of the same . 
favourable verdict. You are, 1 presume, aware that the men 
and physical, or shall wo say spiritual and material, phuie ", 
being are related to each other respectively, as cause and otl'eet 
This, in the opinion of many profound thinkers, extends even t0 
diseases, together with the habits and constitution whence thev 
seem to originate, finis contemplated, then, the craving tor 
stimulants and narcotics, by which so many unfortunate persons 
are now afflicted. is simply a moral perversion in its ultiinates 
that is. a spiritual disease manifested corporeally, in virtue of 
which these unhappy victims of depraved desire cannot live on 
wholesome food alone—they want something more, they demand 
an intoxicant, literally, a poison. Mow let me ask you seriously, 
is not Spiritualism this very thing in the moral sphere, ami are 
not y o u  the miserable inebriates who cannot live without the
stimulation of its intoxicating- draughts of never-ending nivstow

C  v_ » J
and miracle ? Do you really think that people who want daily 
intercourse with the supposed spirits of the departed to sustain 
their Hogging faith in immortality, are in a condition of spiritual 
health ? As well might I ask if those who require the indulgence 
of opium-eating and dram-drinking are in a state of corporeal 
health. The verv desire to live thus constantly in sight and 
hearing of the supernatural is itself a symptom of disease, while 
as a habit, I fear it cannot fail to weaken, and ultimately to 
debase, those who persistently indulge in it. In  truth, so far as 
you depend on these “ spiritual m anifestations’’ you do not live 
by “ faith,” but, as wo have said, by sight and hearing ; in other 
words, by a direct appeal to the senses— probably the most 
grovelling spiritual condition to which immortal men have over 
fallen, and from which, let us hope, you and all so circumstanced  
will, in due time, be happily delivered.

Ton will have noticed that throughout this address 1 have 
used the terms “ miraculous,” “ supernatural,’’Ac., as applieahleto 
the phenomena of Spiritualism when contemplated through t/our 
hypothesis. 1 have done so purposely, that I might not pander to a 
growing weakness on thissubiect. I  find thatm anyol yourwnters, 
while roundly affirming that the phenomena of the circle an 
directly and immediately due to spiritual agency, neverthele^ 
object to their being termed, or regarded as, supernatant
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Tliov toll us that the spirits of deceased persons lift a table ear,mya hell, and play on (lie aeeordiou, that they speak, siiw, S1UI£J 
hands, and in various other ways make themselves trooly pre­
sentable to the hying, the only dillereuoe between them and 
ordinarv ghosts being that the termer are spontaneous, while the 
latter are induct'd, manilestations ; and then, by a foolish quibble 
that the thing is obedient to law, endeavour to avoid the obloquy 
supposed to be implied by a hehel m the supernatural! Now, 
this is neither more nor less than demanding that the ordinary 
use of language shall be modi tied to suit their special conveni­
ence. But ere you can reasonably expect society to accept and 
adhere to sueh a. modification, you must lirst establish the fac t 
of direct communion with the spirits of deceased persons, and 
then you will have to demonstrate that this communion, with all 
its accompaniments, is in perfect accordance with the laws of 
nature, fill von have accomplished this, it will be better to 
abide bv the employment of terms in the signification attached 
to them by the general usage of mankind in all previous ages.

It is time, however, that I should bring this rather lengthened 
address to a conclusion, and you will perhaps bear with me 
while, as an experienced Mesmerist, I give you a few words of 
advice and caution as to the constitution and working ot the 
’‘circle.'’ As already remarked, this is a mesmeric battery of 
stupendous power, and so involving an amount and degree ot 
interaction, moral and physical, between its constituent members, 
of which few persons can yet form an adequate conception. Let 
us enter somewhat more minutely into this matter. Every 
organism has its own lifesphere through which it acts and is re­
acted on by any, perhaps more or less remotely, by all other 
organisms. This law apparently applies to stellar, solar, and 
planetary bodies, as well as to those animal and vegetable struc­
tures, of which I have elsewhere spoken as telluric organs. 
There is, then, much of this which we cannot escape, and over 
which we can exercise but an imperfect cont rol. Anthropology 
demonstrates, in common with zoology and botany, how im­
portant is the influence of area upon the types of vegetable and 
animal life. And it is so we have reason to believe principally 
through imponderable forces, whereof the least perceptible arc 
probably those which are the most subtle and the most potent* 
The diversity in the races of men are among the elfeets tint, 
produced, by telluric and other influences, of which, if some­
thing be known, much more remains unknown. But if there be% O
this plastic power in what is relatively to us the inorganic, we 
have reason to believe there are other, though perhaps cognate 
influences, of a more active and penetrating nature, attaching to 
the organic sphere, and more especially to that, the highest form 
ot Me yet developed on this planet, whereof we are the com-
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ponent individualities— I m ean the hum an. And here a<vain 
there is much which we cannot escape. The family, the neigh­
bourhood, and the nation, are “ circles,” whose vital potency 
inspheres us at every moment for good or for evil. Medical men 
occasionally direct our attention to this in speaking of epidemic 
diseases, but this is only an occasional, and in a sense exceptional, 
manifestation of the power to w hich I  allude. As an index by 
which to admeasure the am ount of pow er so exerted the reve­
lations thus afforded are sufficiently startling, but it is a most 
mistaken idea that the statistics occasionally furnished by boards 
of health and other bodies in connection with sanitary measures 
express the whole truth. They simply chronicle the devastation 
wrought by the volcano and the earthquake, the tempest and the 
flood. Cut nature’s greatest results are not produced during the 
spasm when she destroys, or in the convulsion when she over­
whelms. Her grandest processes are the slowest, her mightiest 
achievements are the most regular in their operation. So it is 
here. The moral and physical atm osphere of a city or country 
is not only potent during a pestilence. I t  is an ever-active, 
circumambient aura, that not only smites us occasionally with 
disease, but also fashions us in health, and enters as a constituent 
element into the innermost fibres of the body, and as a subtle 
influence pervades the profoundest depths of the consciousness, 
making us, ere we know it, m en and women of a certain pattern, 
framed of its materials and stam ped with its impress, so that ever 
afterwards we are known and read as its products, if not of all 
yet at least by those of deeper insight.

But here, as in gravitation, the pow er exerted seems to he not 
only in proportion to mass, bu t inversely as the square of the 
distance; moral and physical proxim ity are of immense impor­
tance. Some diseases are contagious—so are some vices. But 
mesmerists know that there is the contagion of health as well as 
the contagion of disease; so apostolic men know there is the 
contagion of virtue as well as of vice, of truth as well as of error. 
Association implies much more than mere companionship; it 
involves also intercommunion and interspheration, both moral 
and physical. The wise know this, and in all ages have been 
choice in the selection of their associates ; but the foolish do not, 
and so but too often perish in the ir folly. Now I n.,ed not tell 
you that of all modes of interspheration the mesmeric is one of 
the most potent. It is so because it conduces the most effectually 
to an interchange of vital force between operator and subject. 
Indeed, I clearly foresee that medical antagonism will some day 
shift its ground, and as it once opposed Mesmerism by declaring 
there was nothing in it, it will end by warning patients of their 
danger in submitting without due care to manipulations that 
cannot fail to suffuse them with the subtle life-power of another.
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Now, as already rem arked, your spiritual circle is a mesmeric 
battery whose curren t of vital force permeates the frame of every 
one composing it. H ave you thought what all this implies ? It 
means that in the first place you radiate your own life-power as 
a contribution to the common stock, and in the next, that you 
receive into the innerm ost recesses of your being, the vital 
emanation of others, laden, remember, not merely with their 
physical qualities, w hether as to health or disease, but also with 
an effluence from their passions, affections, sentiments, and 
faculties. In  other words, you impart of your nature to them 
and receive of their nature in return, tending by a sympathy 
more profound than anything of which medical science has yet 
dreamed, to a oneness of being, expansive and elevating beyond 
measure when the elements are pure and rightly related, but to 
a depravation and pollution fully proportionate, when they are 
impure and inharmonious. Nor on this practical view of the 
subject is it of much importance whether the spiritual hypothesis 
be true or false, for in either case you absorb and assimilate the 
emanation of your coadjutors, and so tend to become, as far as 
your organic condition will permit, of like nature with them. 
The only difference, if the spiritual hypothesis be true, is, that 
in addition to the em anation of gross and sensual persons you 
may be subjected to the yet more subtle influence of perverted 
spirits.

Andif these rem arks have any weight in reference to individuals 
composing the circle, they  are yet more applicable, in the way 
of caution, to those persons likely to become media, and who in 
such a case will be especially recipient of the general influence 
of the circle, and yet more markedly of its stronger and ruling 
minds. Now I know you like to enlist our mesmeric lucides, 
because you always find that they are media, and then you reck­
lessly subject them to the chaotic influences of the circle, I fear 
but too often to the damage of their health and the diminution 
of their insight in clairvoyant diagnosis. Perhaps when I tell 
you that to preserve a clairvoyante in the highest state of lucidity 
as well as of health, she should, as a rule, be mesmerised only 
by one operator, you will be able to form some idea of the rude­
ness of the procedure involved in the process of subjecting such 
a sensitive to the combination of disorderly influences emanating 
not only from one bu t from a succession of circles, the members 
of which are constantly changing, and to which even casual 
callers and acquaintances are often admitted, with but little 
regard to their structure, temperam ent, or antecedents.

Perhaps you begin now to have a deeper insight into the 
selective processes adopted by most of the sacred brotherhoods 
of antiquity, and their reason for refusing even the trial of 
initiation to some candidates, and for passing the most favoured
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through an ordeal purposely fram ed to test the strength. couTar 
and endurance of the neophyte. B ut there was somethin'1 
more than this, of which ordinary scholars know nothing, (j 
is obvious that the Pythagoreans demanded a certain p^-s;Caj 
type in their disciples, wanting which, candidates, whatever their 
rank or wealth, were respectfully rejected. This, stated g 
definitive terms, means that they  demanded a phrenological 
physiognomical, and tem peram ental standard, indicative of in. 
tellectual ability to receive the knowledge they were preparer] 
to communicate, and moral w orth to wield aright the power and 
influence it was calculated to co n fe r; while from the few hints 
which have descended to us respecting the Eleusinian, Cabirie, 
and other mysteries, we have reason to believe that the induction 
of ecstatic lucidity in some, if  not in all the candidates, constituted 
an important part of the process of initiation. Of this, the 
Christian rite of ordination is also still profoundly symbolical. 
Now I do not blame vou for having neglected most of these 
precautions. Spiritualism is not sufficiently mature for the 
growth of “ ordinances. 7 I t  is still of necessitv inchoate; ai . ■/ I
creation waiting for the brooding of the Logos, in the form of an 
organising mastermind. M oreover, in thus dispensing with all 
rules, you only obey the disorganising spirit of our profoundly 
revolutionary age, which as a tim e of transition pushes liberty to 
the verge of licence. Nevertheless, I  would advise you, as a 
precaution dictated by both moral and physical considerations, 
to exercise a wise discretion in the selection of those with whom 
you intend to co-operate in the production of spiritual phenomena, 
and with whom, during the process, you cannot fail to be placed 
on terms of relationship, not the less intimate and profound 
because they are at present mysterious and unknown.

I am aware you may reply that you are generally guided by 
the “ spirits " in the rejection o f unsuitable persons as members 
of the circle. But by what spirits ? Admittedly, I presume, the 
ruling spirits—shall we say “ influences” of the circle, how, 
what are these influences ? The occult power of its predominant 
minds on my hypothesis, the inspiration of spirits en rapport 
with them on yours. Practically, for the matter in hand, a dis­
tinction without a difference. In  either case the ruling powers 
already in possession will tend to exclude all antagonistic h* 
fluences, so that a bad circle will exclude the good, and a good 
circle will exclude the bad— a rather doubtful procedure there­
fore in the former case. Still even this is better than the bap' 
hazard process of casual and occasional admittance so often 
adopted. But what I would advise is, that i f  possible, you should 
rise above the sphere of accident in this matter, and 1 
in the selection of your (spiritual) associates by tho 
laws through which character is read and proclivity

DC guiucy 
se orgarlC
discovered
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with considerable accuracy, anterior to any profound or pro­
longed intimacy. Let me, as a phrenologist, throw out a few 
bints for your guidance, though I doubt not these fall im­
measurably short of the empirical knowledge practically acquired 
by the secret societies of the ancients, and carefully handed down 
by them in their traditional rules for initiation.

If you want powerful physical manifestations, seek for men 
with a vigorous basilar development. But remember that if 
you sit often with such, you will do so to your cost. Persons 
so constituted have usually a passional nature and an impulsive 
disposition, and where they rule the circle it soon becomes a 
furnace, whose fiery aura acts like a subtle poison on the young 
and susceptible. Beware of foreheads “ villanously low,' and, 
I may add, jaws ponderously massive. It need scarcely be said 
that while uttering these warnings to men, I emphasise them to 
w om en . If, again, you want- communications of a reflective, 
poetic, or moral character, let your circle be largely composed 
of persons with a good anterior and coronal development, and, 
if possible, obtain a medium equally well constituted and of con­
siderable culture. I t is time, however, that we should now 
advance to another and yet more serious, because more practical, 
phase of Spiritualism, I mean its healing power, and your com­
parative neglect of this, the most beneficent aspect of occult 
science.

From your familiarity with the lives of the Jewish prophets, 
and more especially with that of the founder of Christianity, so 
beautifully narrated in the Gospels, you cannot fail to know that 
the gift of healing was generally possessed and assiduously 
exercised by the Hebrew seers. And in this, although no doubt 
pre-eminent, they were not alone, their brethren of other Gentile 
faiths exercising the same kindly prerogative, to which, indeed, 
claims, apparently not altogether unfounded, are still made by 
the Tartarean Lamas, and the Indian Brahmans, to say nothing 
of the Shakers, Mormons, and other religious enthusiasts of the 
hew World. I t  is very doubtful indeed whether any other 
church than the Protestant ever existed, wholly and avowedly 
devoid of this gift. Still, as this was your mother church, I can­
not blame you for following in her path, but I clearly foresee 
that sooner or later you will have to awaken from your lethargy 
and demonstrate the vitality of your inspiration by the bene­
ficence of your deeds, after the Godlike example of Him whose 
name you bear and into whose fold you were baptised.

I have already treated of your preference of the miraculous 
to the scientific aspect of Spiritualism, and I am now about to 
speak of your proclivity to the wonderful rather than the useful. 
Ihese, it must be confessed, are rather ungracious utterances, but 
we did not meet here for the interchange of unmeaning compli-
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merits, but for illustrating th e  t r u th  o r  fa llacy  o f a widely-accepted 
and influential hypothesis. N o w , u n d e r  these circumstances, 1 
could scarcely conclude such a d isco u rse  as the  present, without a 
practical application of th a t p h ase  o f  tru th  to whose advocacy it 
has been more especially d ev o ted . I  h av e  endeavoured to show 
you that the spiritual circle is a m esm eric  b a tte ry  of great power, 
and what I desire is tha t y o u  sh o u ld  use  th is for the benefit of 
your fellow-creatures. I w ish th is  for y o u r  sake as well as for 
theirs. Perhaps as a m esm erist I  feel too  strong ly  on this sub' 
ject, and yet when I co n tem p la te  th e  lives of the mighty 
spiritualists of other days, T can  scarce ly  adm it that my zeal 
borders on indiscretion. T h e y  w en t abou t, n o t working barren 
wonders, after the fashion o f  h ire lin g  ju g g le rs , but uttering 
words of heavenly wisdom an d  p e rfo rm in g  deeds of Godlike 
beneficence. W ithout irrev e ren ce , le t m e ask you  to compare the 
character and career of E lijah  and  E lisha , b u t above all of Christ 
himself, that highest, best, and  p u re s t of all exam ples, with the pro­
ceedings of your m erely th a u m a tu rg ic  m edia. W ill they bear a 
comparison ? Perhaps no t. A n d  w hy  is th is  ? A nd I reply, be­
cause the spirit which anim ates y o u  is v e ry  different from the spirit 
which animated them. Y o u  do n o t g e t cures, I  fear, because you 
do not want them— do n o t ask  fo r th em  as they  did, and as the 
very Mormonites and Shakers still do, p rayerfu lly  and believ- 
ingly. We are advancing to  ra th e r  ex a lted  heigh ts of thought 
and action now—from w h en ce  m ere ly  thaum aturg ic  wonders, 
however extraordinary, look  ra th e r  sm all. L e t us probe this 
matter somewhat deeper.

Whether on the spiritual or scientific  hypo thesis, the character 
of the circle largely determ ines th a t  o f  its  products. Out of a 
childish love of the w onderful com es th e  thaum aturgic. Out of 
a Godlike love of the beneficent, com es th e  therapeutic. As are 
the causes so are the effects. “  B y  th e ir  fru its shall ye know 
them.” This is a logic from  w h ich  th e re  is no escape ; and the 
more advanced minds am ong y o u  w ill doubtless admit, while 
they lament, the truth o f m y  conclusions. I  know their reply, 
that this want of healing pow er am ong  y o u  is due simply, to the 
infantile stage of your d ev e lo p m e n t; and  I , in return, as frankly 
admit the validity of the excuse. B u t th en  I  w ant you to lay this 
great defect to heart. I  w ish y o u  to  see and acknowledge your 
shortcomings in this m atter. N ay , n o t to  be guilty  of the grave 
injustice of casting indiscrim inate blam e on all m odern spiritualists, 
let me cite the example of some of y o u r  m ore advanced American 
brethren, who, if report speak true , are anim ated  not only by an 
apostolic spirit, but gifted w ith  tru ly  apostolic powers, in respect 
to laying hands on the sick and th ey  recover.

Perhaps I cannot conclude these  rem arks on the beneficent 
aspect ol Spiritualism better th an  by  d irec ting  your attention for
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a few m om ents to  th e  life  o f  H im  w ho, in  th e  o rd e r  o f Providence, 
became at least th e  p r o p h e t  o f  E u ro p e , a n d  so has im pressed you 
and me w ith his te a c h in g s  an d  b y  his ex a m p le , to  a depth, that no 
after-impressions w ill e v e r  w h o lly  efface, so th a t  to  the  end, by 
whatever nam e w e m a y  p le a se  to  sp ec ify  o u r  c reed , we shall of 
necessity rem a in  in  a ll th e  g ra n d  o u tlin e s  o f  o u r  m oral being 
virtually C hristians, w o r th y  o r  u n w o rth y  as th e  case m ay  be, but 
still cast ir re v o c a b ly  in  th e  m o u ld  o f  th e  g o o d  N azaren e . Now, 
whatever m ay b e  th e  d iv e r s i ty  o f  o p in io n  w e e n te r ta in  as to the 
place of C hrist in  th e  sc a le  o f  be ing , a n d  th is  m ay, an d  probably  
does, range from  p e r fe c t  G o d  to  m e re  m an , w e shall doubtless 
all agree in a d m ittin g , th a t  as a p ro p h e t h e  w as o f  th e  h ig h e s t order, 
and as a m an, o f  th e  p u r e s t  a n d  m ost b en e ficen t ty p e  o f  character.
I shall not p ro b a b ly  b e  a c c u s e d  o f  e x a g g e ra tio n  in  say ing  that 
he was the g re a te s t re l ig io u s  fo u n d er, a n d  th e  g ra n d e s t  exam ple 
of the seer, th u s  fa r  r e v e a le d  in  an y  h is to ry , sa c re d  o r profane. 
Now what, le t m e  ask  y o u , w as th e  m a n n e r  o f  h is life ? Plow 
did this g rea t “  m e d iu m  ” co m p o rt h im s e lf  am id s t th e  th ings of 
time? Did h e  sp e n d  h is  d a y s  in  se e k in g  a f te r  th e  dead, or his 
nights in co n so rtin g  w ith  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  e n c h a n tm e n t?  I  trow  
not. He left su ch  m a tte r s  to  m en  o f  th e  S im on  M agus stam p 
—of whom, so o th  to  say , th e re  w as j u s t  th e n  a ra th e r  super­
abundant supp ly . N a y , a l th o u g h  a see r, i t  d o es n o t appear tha t 
he was to any  m a rk e d  e x te n t ,  a  su b je c t e v e n  o f  v isional ecstasy. 
His inspiration w as to o  h ig h  a n d  too  p u re , an d  th e re fo re  too p ro­
found and too d ire c t, to  re q u ire  th e  f r e q u e n t  in te rv en tio n  of 
visional forms. H e  c o m m u n e d  in  th e  s ti lly  d ep th s , w here the 
divine w hisper lu lls  e v e ry  o th e r  sound  in to  ab so lu te  silence, and 
the infinite lig h t sw allow s u p  a ll sh ad o w s in  its  ow n ineffable 
brightness. B u t  a l th o u g h  th u s  e x a lte d  a n d  th u s  favoured, 
there was one d u ty  w h ic h  h e  d id  n o t n e g le c t ,  an d  th a t  was the 
healing of the  sick . H e  w h o  co u ld  c a lm ly  u t te r ,  in  all the sub ­
lime consciousness o f  its  su b je c tiv e  t r u th ,  “ I  an d  m y  F a th e r are 
one,” nevertheless s to o p e d  to  th e  lo w ly  offices of a th e rap eu tic  
Nazarene— w hich, th e re fo re , I  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  y o u  neg lect.

Ere we qu it th is  G re a t T e a c h e r , i t  m a y  p e rh a p s  be as w ell to 
direct your a tten tio n  to  o n e  o f  h is  g ra n d e s t  u t te ra n c e s  resp ec tin g  
the effect o f n e c ro m a n tic  c o n su lta tio n  as a s o u rc e  o f  b e lie f  in the 
immortality of th e  sou l, I  a llu d e  to  h is  c e le b ra te d  say ing  that, 
“ If they receive n o t M oses a n d  th e  p ro p h e ts ,  n e i th e r  w ould th ey  
believe though one  ro se  fro m  th e  d e a d .” N o w , perhaps, like 
some other “  w ise sa w s ,” y o u  do  n o t  g r e a t ly  v a lu e  this dictum  
of the inspired G alilean  ; b u t  n e v e r th e le s s  th e re  is a fundam ental 
truth in it of w hich  re lig io u s  fo rm a lis ts  l i t t le  d ream . I t  m eans 
that superstition c a n n o t s u p p ly  th e  p la c e  o f  re lig io n , th a t n e c ro ­
mantic sorcery n e v e r  fo u n d e d  a fa ith , a n d  th a t  Gocfs accred ited  
messengers, the  a c c e p te d  o f  d e s tin y , h a v e  e v e r  been  liv ing  m en
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and not shadowy ghosts. W hat could the Egyptian and Oriental 
thaumaturgists do to stay the ever-advancing scepticism of 
heathen Rome ? W hat could even such men as Plotinus and 
Jamblichus accomplish in arresting that flood of doubt, which 
ultimately submerged the last rem nants of ancient heathen faith? 
And history answers—Nothing. And, depend upon it, there will 
be the same sad result in your own case. These things obey 
certain laws, whether in their evolution, triumph, or collapse. 
This is not the first outburst of necromantic fanaticism, and we 
may be quite sure it wTill not he the last. I t  is what always 
occurs when an ancient and superannuated creed is in a state of 
dissolution. The moribund faith becomes spasmodic, and ulti­
mately expires in convulsions, which, however, the unwise mistake 
for symptoms of returning health and vitality. Spiritualism is 
one of these, and will doubtless suffer the fate of all such mere 
features of transition—leaving you and yours, I  fear, in tenfold 
darkness and despair.

Such, then, being my opinion of Spiritualism, you will not 
wonder that I warn you against the danger of blindly obeying 
the dictates, or submitting uninquiringly to the tuitions of the 
circle. Not that as a rule these are very formidable. The great 
majority of “ communications ” are no doubt feebly innocuous. 
Vague platitudes, alternated w ith dream y commonplace, and 
both repeated ad nauseam, m ust prove safely ineffectual even to 
the weakest minds. These things simply bear the stamp of that 
hopeless mediocrity, whereof they  are the apt reflection and be­
fitting echo. Whether the substitution of such harmless inanity 
for the inspired revelations of the great master-minds of theosophy 
he really desirable is however rather questionable, as there is a 
dangerlest, when mcdiumisticconsultationhasbecomehabitual,the 
tone of thought and feeling in reference to our spiritual futurity 
should be gradually lowered to the vulgar standard of the table, 
with its large moiety of lying, funny, tricksy spirits, the mere 
diluted continuation of this w orld’s folly and imbecility. As an 
exchange for and an escape from the unutterable terrors of 
popular theology, with its avenging God and eternal hell, such a 
spiritualistic Saturnalia may perhaps be permissible, but I must 
tell you that most calm observers will regard the extravagance 
of your licence, as simply an evidence of the depth and degrada­
tion of the slavery from which you  have been so recently and 
so curiously emancipated.

Standing alone, the foregoing rem arks m ight seem needlessly 
severe and therefore unjust, and they  were only penned for the 
purpose of warning you against the danger of taking your ideas 
of our future existence from the  revelations of ordinary media 
and common circles. W hether Spiritualism  be what you or 1 
think it, in either case such persons are very unsuitable vehicles
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for high-class communications. They have neither the structure 
nor the culture requisite for the mission which they assume as 
interpreters between the living and the dead, and in their case I 
would more especially advise you to “ try the spirits.” In this 
province, however, as in every other, you may expect to be 
ultimately favoured with the presence and aid of true master­
minds. Perhaps some of you may think that such have already 
appeared, and, without either assenting to or denying this, I may 
say that it is a cheering feature in the discourses and writings of 
your principal speakers and authors, that they re-affirm the great 
truth, so long since promulgated, that “ as ye sow so shall ye 
reap,” a veracity which, however self-evident to clear and con­
secutive thinkers, was completely overlaid by the refined sub­
tleties of scholastic theology, with its complex system of legal 
fictions, involving the blank absurdity of substitutionary merit 
and vicarious punishment. But again I must warn you that the 
forms in which this truth has been embodied, the visions by which 
it has been symbolised, are probably due to the idiosyncrasy of 
the seer, and to the influence of his more immediate environ­
ment; and you will consequently be safer in accepting the con­
clusion abstractedly, than in minutely appropriating the imagery 
through which it has been conveyed to you.

It is almost needless that I  should warn you against certain 
errors of conduct into which some of our American cousins have 
fallen in consequence of their too ready obedience to the behests 
of the spirits: I  allude to those lapses which have given such a 
sinister reputation to the freelove circles of the New World. I 
am proud and happy, however, to know that British spiritualists 
are free from even the remotest suspicion of such a taint. W e 
may be quite sure, whatever the lucidity of the seer, that reve­
lations which prompt to a lax morality derive their inspiration 
from the baser elements of b e in g ; nor does it matter practically 
whether their more immediate source be the passions of sensual 
men, or the desires of perverted spirits. The abominations of 
Anabaptists of M unster, and the sanctified profligacy of Mormon 
polygamy, should, however, warn us of the danger of permitting 
gross and material types to assume the office of communicating 
media. Now, I  fear tha t from the haphazard, and therefore often 
disorderly, arrangement and constitution of your circles, to which 
I have already alluded, you are constantly exposed to this danger, 
as well as to many others, arising necessarily from that terrible 
inversion of things which consists in placing inferior minds in 
superior situations. A few words, then, on this subject, and I  
shall conclude my rem arks on the m oral aspect of Spiritualism.
_ some papers on scientific subjects, I  have advocated the 

view that nature is essentially hierarchical in her arrangements ; 
a central sun, with dependent planets and subsidiary satellites,
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such as we see in the solar system, being the type on which n, * 
only the cosmic but the telluric sphere is organised. But the 
material universe is only an effect— the faint reflection of a 
spiritual cause, which also repeats itself in the moral sphere 
Hence humanity has always been ruled by solar minds, whether 
in the sphere of thought or action, the mighty architecton of the 
one finding his appropriate counterpart in the resistless hero of 
the other.' No absurdity can be greater than the attempt of 
every man to discover a religion for himself. It contradicts the 
tenor of all history. Religions, while obviously the product of 
successive eras, developed in clue sequence, and so hanging like 
golden fruit, each at its appropriate season, on the fadeless bough? 
of the everlasting Ygdrasil, have yet to be proclaimed in the 
thundertones of a living prophet. These spiritual temples, 
whereto the nations go up to worship, must each have its God- 
appointed architect—now a Moses and then a Gautama, some­
times a Jesus and anon a Mahomed. “ The man and the hour 
have come ” again and again in the long period of historic 
time; but, judging by the course of events, it would seem that 
as the man without the hour would be impotent, so the hour 
without the man would be barren. Ju s t at present the world is 
not in a mood to understand this. I t  is in the midst of a dis­
integrative era, and as it is always the “ many ” who pull down, 
the foolish imagine they may also prove competent to build up 
the house of prayer, where the coming generations may find rest 
for their souls, after the flood of destruction has passed, and the 
mountain-tops of faith begin to emerge from amidst the wide­
spread chaos of the troubled waters. But, as I have already re­
marked, history will not belie itself: like all other “ old almanacs."

J  1

it records the advent of celestial phenomena whose recurrence 
is inevitable. The eclipse of to-day, like that of all the yester­
days, will end in the return ing  brightness and undiminished 
splendour o f t h e  sun of righteousness.” Faith will revive, and 
an age of re-edification supervene upon the ruin and desolation 
of thisepoch of transition. B u tth e  restoration of the temple, while 
it may demand the zealous and selfdenying labour of the devout 
multitude, requires, beyond all things, the plan of a great master- 
builder—the mind of one to direct the hands of the 
heed I apply the figure. N ot out of your circles will come the 
faith of the future. You may help to destroy, but you carmot 
restore ,! the creed of Christendom.” You can only disintegrate 
—the work of synthesis is beyond you. That is the missis 0 
futurity’s master-mind, the spiritual heir and successor of ^  
regal hierophants of the past— the prophet, priest, and W
coming time.

Sir,—I had not intended to have commented upon Mr
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Jackson’s lectu re on “ T he Scientific and flo ra l Aspect of 
Spiritualism,” and of w hich the continuation is to appear in 
vour May num ber, u n til I  had the whole of his reasonings to 
judge fro m ; n o r do I  in tend  more at p resen t than a cursory 
notice of his theory . O ur lecturer inform s us tha t the magic 
of old has its “ resu rrec tio n  m orn in  M odern Spiritualism.” 
I will not quarrel w ith h im  on this ground, hu t I  ask, Has he 
not resuscitated the  theories of D em ocritus and Epicurus, 
peopling the un iverse with EidcoXa, or im agery the objective 
world has m irrored fo rth  into space? E p icu ru s  tells us that 
our brain im agery is constantly  flitting about, distinguishable 
from the reflected form s of an objective reality, by its greater 
subtileness and evanescent character. H e  savs. “ The imageryV  v

of the senses, and of ou r phantasy, are realities {’E'jct'yr,? a/.oyoc, 
and cannot be den ied .”

I  repeat, I  am n o t going to argue it out a t present, but must 
take exception to th e  definition th a t  Sp iritualism  is an 
especially m ystic and  occult phase of M esm erism .” 1 deny 
both the occult and  th e  mvstic. I  m ain ta in  th a t there is 
nothing unnatu ra l in  th is  great world, and  th a t if, instead oi 
grasping at an “ E/3»?.oyJ’ the Bpotwj ~ld:o/.x: zapo',-™” of Homer, 
we could but m ake up  our m inds tha t, once admitted as a fact, 
the spiritual phenom ena, however little  understood, are but the 
exponents of a law, of a power th a t harm onises with the to us 
known and visible world, we would n o t need magic to 
aid our explanation. I f  you can give m e space in your June 
number I  will th en  fu lly  state m y answ er to M r Jackson’s 
theory of “ occult m ystic science.'' I  am  n o t saying this in an 
hostile spirit. I  adm ire M r Jackson 's  pow er; to meet with a 
mind capable of th o u g h t on th is a ren a  of fitful, fanciful 
hypothesis, is indeed a relief, and I  h a il h is  co-operation with 
satisfaction, however I  m ay differ. Dyxamis.

* 4/

MR H O M E ’S M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

The spiritual m anifestations at wdiich I  have been present since 
I last addressed you, though  not so m arked in  character as those 
recorded in former letters, have been v e rv  interesting, and for7 J  O'
two reasons. F irstly , yve applied tests, w hich, simple as they 
were, and improvised at the mom ent, y e t gave us the so much 
asked for certainty of the  presence of an unseen agency, guided 
by an intelligence ; and, secondly, id en tity  tests were given so 
marked as to render it  all bu t im possible to question their 
applicability.

I will commence w ith our experim ents. I t  is necessary to 
Voi. ii. A
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state that we had, as usual, seated  ourselves round a table in *j 
drawing-room, and after the  lapse of a considerable time p? 
trembling of the floor, m ovem ent of the table, and vibration q
the semi-grand commenced. M r -------, whose scientific trainin',
had given him the aptitude fo r experim ent, suggested the placinS 
of a large flat music book on rollers on the table, and then for 
us to rest our fingers on the  edge of the book ; the object beinr/ 
to check any involuntary m ovem ents. M uch to my satisfaction
the table moved more v io len tly  th an  before, and M r----- , who
had lain down on the floor to  observe the  movement of the table 
more closely, quite satisfied h im self of the independent motion. 
We next suggested try ing  th e  alternating  wTeight and lightness 
of the table, a manifestation occasionally produced. M r-----re­
examined the table to satisfy h im self th a t no disturbing cause 
could in terfere; this done, we m ade th e  request to have the table 
“ heavy.” On attem pting to  raise it, we could not possibly 
manage to lift it. Then we requested  th a t the table should be 
made “ light,” and the tab le  only ju s t before heavy and im­
movable, could now be raised upon  th e  slightest effort. Mr— , 
satisfied with this test, suggested repeating  the experiment with 
the music book, which had been  p laced on rollers on the table.
I  at first quite doubted the result, bu t on try ing  to raise the edge 
of the book it felt as if  cleaved to th e  table, and then on chang-’ G
ing to, “ Let it he light,” the  book becam e as light as a feather. 
x\gain and again we repeated the  experim ent, and finally satisfied 
ourselves of the reality of th e  im portan t fact of an independent 
agency, guided by intelligence, and o f the  presence of an invisible 
being, possessing the power o f  read ing  our thoughts, and of pro­
ducing at will the phenom enon o f alternately making the book 
heavy or light. You will th in k  m e tedious for dwelling at such 
length upon so comparatively insignificant a phenomenon, but 
the very simplicity of the m anifestation gives interest. The 
phenomenon was, so to speak, quite w ithin grasp ; and I like, 
above all things, to have a m anageable fact before me. The law 
is the same ; the raising of a single pound weight, or of a ton, 
does not affect the principle ; and here I  bad all I  could desire: 
a strong clear light; our own hom e for our theatre of operation; 
our own friends with u s ; a scientific m an at my elbow, ready to 
catch at a shadow of a doubt, and whom  we allowed to arrange 
at will, and place himself in any position he chose; and Mr Home, 
the medium—good tem pered in the  extrem e— actuated only by 
a sincere desire to aid the in v estig a tio n : all gave additional 
interest to our evening, f am now  in a position safely to assert 
that I have proved, beyond a doubt, by  this simple experiment, 
the operation of an unseen p>owcr, guided by intelligence.

Later in the evening, the accordion, which had been placed on 
the table, spontaneously moved six to eight inches from one side
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of the table towards tbe other—not a hand, not a finger touching it. 
The semi-grand was raised off the ground, anffmoved a foot 
from the wall into the room, no one touching the piano at the 
time. An adjoining oval walnut-wood table trembled, raised 
itself first on one leg, then on the other, and glided up to our
table. M r ------ , at m y request, placed himself on the floor, to
watch the movement, and after a rigorous examination satisfied 
himself that the motions were produced by an unseen, independ­
ent agency.

We had now reseated ourselves, when we noticed the curtains 
being pushed into the room ; first the curtains behind Mr Home, 
then those of the farther window. They were then drawn aside, 
and I noticed a hand— for a moment only—between the curtain 
and the table. As if  to give us a final proof of independent 
action, the water decanter and wine decanter on the traj with 
refreshments, which we had placed on the adjoining table, moved, 
tilted, the water bottle placing itself on the edge of the tray. Of 
course my friend was on the alert, re-examined curtain, table, 
and tray, and pronounced the coast clear of magnets or other 
appliances.

Another te s t : I  am certain you will bear with me. It is so 
satisfactory to have done our utmost to convince ourselves, we 
quite long to communicate the result of our inquiry to others. 
Taps having been heard under the leaf of the table we were 
seated at, it wras suggested to pin a sheet of paper underneath 
the table, which would effectually intercept the action of any 
instrument— such as the point of a stick or finger point—that 
might be used to produce the sound. The sheet of paper, after 
some slight difficulty, was pinned on, and then we waited for the 
result. After a pause, raps came, again and again; some appeared 
to vibrate against the table, and inside of the paper, others sounded 
sonorous and clear. The fact was established, that the placing 
of the paper did not interfere with the raps. But enough of 
physical tests ; now as to identity.

Mr Home had laid hold of the accordion in one hand, and after 
waiting a few minutes, some chords were played by an invisible 
hand, followed by an air, which was repeated three or four times.
I cannot say I quite followed the tune; it appeared to me broken, 
and changed from its original melody. “ W hat does it mean?” 
was asked. The name “ Jo h n ” was spelt out, and the tune 
repeated. Again we asked, “ To whom does this apply?” Ho 
answer; and so the matter was passed over. A few days after­
wards, I received a letter from a gentleman who had been pres­
ent, explaining that the air that had been played was meant for 
him; that at the time, anxious not to disturb the mind of the 
medium, and to shut the door even upon thought-reading, he 
hud kept his counsel; that the tune played was one he had him-
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self altered, to suit his voice ; th a t only two p01.Sf) 
the notes lie had changed, the  th ird  who knew it i IVcW:., 
grave. H e  w rites— “ I t is an air which my with ! 
liked, and always asked me, i f  alone with her, to 
words are b y  M rs Hem ans, and  the two last lines are~--'^'

‘ Yet would I'buy witli life again 
That one dear dream of thee.’ ”

M y friend continues to say— “ These are simple facts; I 
them as such.” The accordion, as it played the air or melo'l
moved horizontally towards M r -------, who narrowly kept obserJ
m g it all the time, and to his praise he it said, remained cak 
and watchful throughout, anxious only for the truth. Next {>, 
actual speech, to the actual visible presence of a spirit form, th;. 
test of identity  appears to me m ost satisfactory and conclusive.

The other instance of iden tity  is o f a totally different character, 
M r Home had spontaneously, w hilst seated at the fireside in rnv 
drawing-room, passed into a trance state. W e were alone, only
M rs------being present. I  noticed  the clairvoyant expression of
face which characterises the trance medium. After a pause, Ur 
Hom e addressed us, and gave an account of the passing away of 
one we all had known in life. H e said the spirits embalmed the 
body of Miss A — , and the perfum e that filled the room after her 
passing away was created by  them. Then suddenly changing 
his discourse, he said, “ W ho is Louisa? she loves your son. 
cared for him like a m o t h e r a n d  then accurately described 
the person and peculiarities of character of a kind friend who 
had passed away from earth m any years ago. What added to 
the interest was, that none p resen t had even in thought named 
the person alluded to, so tha t thought-reading was not possible, 
I  carefully watched Home’s m ovem ents: he evidently appeared 
to  be seeing an object, and th e  rem arks he made were spoken a.- 
if  prom pted by an external agency.

I  admit the great difficulty presented by visions, their subjec­
tive character rendering proof, if  not impossible, at all even*' 
very difficult; and the only m ode of ascertaining the truth is to 
compare the accounts of visions of trance mediums with one 
another, group the experiences together, and then to generalize.

A t a subsequent seance, M r H om e fell into the trance state 
almost as soon as the circle had  been arranged; then blindfolding 
himself, he drew an alphabet, and having finished this, com­
menced spelling out sentences. The first spelt out was—

“ I am not convinced even now, but can sec that I have much to learn.
D avid Bbkwsti b.

Sentences followed explanatory of his passing away; then—
“ The earthly arid spiritual are two distinct existences. It- 

inferred because we say we were present, that we took cognm)
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earthly surroundings. We are in no way connected WO- )nv, , ,
and m  many y,;,,,,,, :J«™

lomiv, for instance, that bpclo m not m spirit lift; Doctor s |:l 
knows it; the traveller knows it. ’ “

Then followed the words, “ At ] unch— Gibson.”
1 Jmd not intended to publish these communication.-;, but for 

the extreme interest the public have taken in Rev. Mr Speke’- 
strange freak o f h id ing himself. The seance took place nine 
days before the new s of his discovery was made known, and this 
fact may add interest to rny account of the spirit communications 
1 have recorded. 1. render this strictly as it occurred, without 
•even hazarding a com m ent.

Thus much for facts: I  will now resume my reasonings. 
In my last letter, I  explained that “ gradatory development” 
resulted from the law of concentrality, that is, the necessity of 
a concentric state from out of which all phenomenal life evolves 
itself, and by the mediating presence of which, forms of life are 
created. The necessary limitation of the action of a primary 
centre of life is prescribed by the objective world, and this 
limitation gives character and form. The boundary line is 
marked, firstly, by the limit of outgrowth of power from within, 
and secondly, by the degree of resistance the without gives. 
Every cell, each crystal, all primary types in nature, demon­
strate this law of the central and peripheral, and the lines of 
boundary between the two repeat themselves in every phase of 
phenomenal life, as action and reaction, expansion and contrac­
tion. The functions of the mind are analogous in their opera­
tion to those of our body; and consciousness and (in its higher 
development) self-consciousness result from the “ dual action” 
of the central and peripheral. The first adds to our physical 
development at each moment of time a “ plus quantity." This 
plus quantity is impressed upon our mind as recollection, as 
experience, and forms part of our very being, and as such can­
not perish. Body, soul, and mind are carried onward and 
onward, through pain, suffering, or pleasure, in sorrow or in 
joy, but onward in never-ending progress and development; a 
progress enforced by adding the plus quantity of a life lived to 
the past. As a fundamental function of life, the central and 
peripheral states alternate in never-ceasing systole and diastole, 
in never-ending action and reaction. Life is but the exponent 
of this dual state. In  sleep, in disease, in somnambulism, dur­
ing clairvoyance, and in the trance state of mediums, the peri- 
pheral dominates, and consciousness, though still existing, does 
not flow from the healthy natural central; hence recollection 
may be impaired or even suspended, intercepted; but this 
interruption is but for a limited time. Whilst these abnormal
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states continue, the peripheral predom inates at the expense „f 
the central. In  sleep, from the  necessary reaction of the day 
decentralization also occurs, b u t in  th is instance normally. ]u’ 
both states, nutrition and reparation  is more effectually carried 
on. B ut apart from this, in  the hours of relaxed physical 
conditions the ether influx of dynam ic forces flows more freely 
into our system. These e ther influxes perform an important 
part in the nutrition and reparation  of our body, and their 
presence will account for m any an unsolved mystery of replace­
ment of the enormous waste caused by our corporeal functions * 

Dming somnambulism, in  clairvoyance, the great solar plexus, 
representing the reproductive side of our nervous system (as the 
spinal represents the irritable), the more peripheral, becomes 
dominant; and the interest of the phenom ena of these states is 
increased if we but consider th a t a double action sets in, 
namely, the normal action of the brain, and simultaneously the 
functioning as a central of the inferior, more peripheral. The 
peripheral state is, however, indebted for its consciousness 
to the presence of the central. I t  is to th is law71 wish to draw 
special attention, for here I  hold the hey to the problem of ever 
continuous self-consciousness. I  m aintain, that if it were pos­
sible to continue the abnormal peripheral, by creating perman­
ently another central, this o ther centre could only be continued 
at the expense of the prim ary-norm al central; that it could only 
become continuous by possessing an organism complete, self- 
acting, independent. Now, to suppose th is would compel me 
to admit an absurdity, because the norm al centre is the offspring 
of the past, and the past is unalterable, everlasting. The individ­
uality of my soul has been created by unalterable causes, of which 
it is the effect. In  sleep and its  accompaniment dreams, in 
somnambulism, in clairvoyance, in every state during which the 
functions of the mind, however imperfectly, are nevertheless 
performed, the brain still operates as the source from whence 
the action proceeds; and hence in  psychological inquiries, in 
the investigation of trance states, wre are continually met by an 
intermingling of the recollections from the waking state and 
the imagery seen and recognised in the clairvoyant state. 
There is a permanency, an everlasting continuance in this my 
soul, which is nought else than  its imperishable concentrality.

Functions of the blood.—According to Donders, the daily work of the 
heart i3 estimated at 80.000 kilogrammes, giving 100,000 kilogrammes w 
the daily work of a healthy body, requiring 200,000 kilogrammes of force. 
But according to Heidenhein, the utmost possible amount of oxygen which 
could pass through the tissues will not account for one-sixth of the work 
done, possibly not one-sixtieth. If the exudate contain as much oxygen85 
arterial corpuscles, \ ton, or, in all probability. -’>1 tons, on the more probub 
supposition that it will not dissolve more "than water, would be the more 
correct estimate.



ME HOME’S MANIFESTATIONS. 199

The very essence o f m y being is independence of action, strug­
gling against a w hole world in  arms, nevertheless existing and 
maintaining its  ow n,— th e soul supplied with infinite powers 
of resistance and im p u lse  o f progress, an impulse taken from 
the source o f a ll life, the Godhead itself, the Infinite. Our 
being is im m ortal; and hence consciousness, self-consciousness, 
once awakened, m u st be for ever continuous, as the exponents 
of the central state, expressed  in term s of the influx of the 
peripheral into m y self.

A second con cen tra lity  can only exist as an evolution from 
the primary central, and intim ately connected with it. It is this 
“over soul,” th is second  centre, this som ething within me which 
is higher and m ore advanced than m yself, and indexes my 
progress even unknow n to  m yself, by an organism built up by 
“ pre-developm ent,” and fit to function whenever the time of 
transition arrives, and to  w hich  we are indebted for the trans­
mutation from one state  to another, from earthly life to a life 
beyond this m undane ex isten ce.

The doctrine o f  “ Pre-developm ent,” it w ill be said, contra­
dicts th is theory, ga in says that a second centre can co-exist 
with a primary cen tra l state . I  reply, that this second, more 
advanced centre, is  n o r m a l; it is the culminating point of a 
farther progress, organ ically  expressed in the actual evolution 
of our soul in to  its  n ex t and future organism . The higher 
second centre rests  up on  the foundation of past development, 
is in fact the true cen tra l state, and. is not fitted for this plane 
of development, nor adapted to the u ses o f our mundane life. 
The higher and farther developed central contains the prior 
one for its basis, as its  past. I t  may be asked, what do I mean 
by allowing a tw ofold  life , a possib le severance, a double soul.
I will explain. I n  th e  trance m edium ’s clairvoyant state, the 
finer ether organism  o f our soul, and w hich, as I  have already 
explained, is th e  parent o f the coarser envelope we call our 
bodies, becom es detach ed  for a lim ited  tim e from the fetters 
that bound it to  our earth  body, and functions independently of 
it. The conseq uence is , that th e finer supplying dynamical 
powers, that h ith erto  v ita lised  the body, are now solely employed 
for the uses o f th e e th er  body, w hich now  vicariates the functions. 
Hence hearing and see in g , in  the sp iritual sense of the word, 
become possib le.

I have thus far endeavoured  to exp la in  the laws that regulate 
our ether body, b u t I  m u st n o t be tem p ted  to transgress the 
limits ot your space b y  rep eating  m y reasonings. My only 
object at present is  to  g ive in  ou tlin e  as com plete a theory as I  
can from the data 1  h ave  before m e, leav in g  farther proof for 
discussion to th e le isu re  o f a future day. 

i t  is now tim e I  sh o u ld  ex p la in  th e  transition, the passing
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array from ere state to another, the  great m ystery  of then , 
anee from the theatre of lire by the act o: death, and v.-hh.h 
sadly puzzles the mind.

I  have stated in former le tters, that gradatory devehm.: 
divides this phenomenal, physical world into planes or grt: 
each plane instituting a cen tra lity  within itself. The n : 
principle upon which the cell and crystal and the endless:.;; 
of life are dependent, namely, th a t of a limitation, orinctL 
words, the action of the cen tral being narrowed into bout; 
fcy its proper redes operation, and  th e  lim itation from -withon* 
similarly, each grade, or p lane, or sphere of developmea 
possesses a totality, which i t  zealously guards from externa 
assault. All creation is divided in to  planes or grades, i; 
never-ending breadth and ascen t to the highest unfoldmemc 

most perfect. H itherto  th e  m ind has onlv dwelt iinouf- 
:-_n::e m expanse, the infinite in  m inuteness. The micro mi
- I

me macrocosms are boundless. B u t I  m ust carry you a step 
bey:up. and add that, co-existing in space, ether states are 
present, Hough in a truer, m ore sub tle  elem ent; that the law 
c: 5- :-  mner elements, to w hich even the term  dynamic w;li 
-°* 05 misapplied, harm onize w ith our material world. 0; 
—? 1 tssibfitv of such co-existence, the undulations of ii:h
_ T i 1  p  "  7  > -

a^Q and even sound and motion, furnish evidence. X-f 
|m-‘- —- action oi forces on matter, without inter:-:cie. 
rgyr LL-r ether elements belong to a distinctive state of things 
I’ll? -c- f eH£ut.7 they do not act disturbingly upon our tm 
V^p"J ifcjsical world. The law of ••'Intro Co-existence 

Hat in the sam e space, two or more dynast 
w operate simultaneouslv, as the laws of mfect-d- v1 7

if gravitation , and o ther dynamical threw- 
. - hong to th is  w orld, co-operate, act tegctlH 

Active, and yet w ithout d istu rb ing  either the elsmsroH 
f.c::-2 or mechanical arrangem ents of the matter itr:<3 
--u s . I  repeat, th e re  ex ist worlds unseen, rH - 
~ e space as the pan  cosm ic realm s, cc-exis:::::
;y peopled by countless vialactese, and co-existh?^ 

He cosmic re a lm s ; not disturbing the sum 
rins that spangle o u r heavens, out sum 

_  _  ̂  ̂ 2. ‘"Intro,” w ith in , is  th e  law. Co-existing
nr * - n, ]""•*. “T er body m r  soul, m v s ii r i t ,  which, unseen

I f-;  t̂ ot-

10 ...

fv - .v

Y ir,v~ . A  -y-

0 *J 0 ' - ■ 
IP*

€sscrr.T 'ah£re je t felt as the origin of life, permeating my
hr, too, in the great physical space filling pancoss '̂W f>],s T) Tr T -y 7 b T * -I C i. * V f

elez-ir,* ‘*T -* ^ iere exists a more penetrative, subtle, suj rr^i; 
e]fi22e*h!:H e S0Qrce all phenomenal life. This creative 
:he T world within world. Co-existing in space, it 
And jb our £0n  ̂ arises from and passes to alter

" - -'Her ether element all forms of life are _ u. • -
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prepared; and the transition links we in vain seek f .r h 
ing up theories of ascending series of development. - T 
by the forms of life here, are to be found there.

My space will not allovr me farther to explain this 
Intro Co-existence of ether worlds, and the patience 
readers, no doubt, is sorely taxed. I will conclude bv 
that within this pancosmic word!, and co-ex:stmt’ in srw 
ether worlds must exist, so distinctive in their physical 
subtle, that they can co-exist in space, without even : 
the physical condition of this to us material, ponderabh 
but. on the contrary, the source, as already sail, c: 
springs from these finer, inner worlds, of whose ptn 
presence science is only just now admitting the reality 
symbolical language of the Seeress of Prevcrst so
- Sonnen and Lebenshreise," of the blinding, dazzling li 
that inner soul which she cannot describe, that source of 
of love, of essence, of herself. Our being arises from 
depths of our inner self, the inner periphery co-existin 
the finer ether worlds which intro co-exist within this 
Has not the great poet said—

“ W hen feeling ont c£ sight 
Her the ends of i h :  and ideal grace.

Travel but inward in full earnestness of love, o: p wye 
there will be found a depth, and might, and power so vas 
the intuitions of inspiration cannot grasp.

I h:.l intended m ire fully explain my the try
Co-existence, of a world withii XI Lhis world, : r X Xnr 1X t  X*
the day. the suit of " Lyon v. Ho me." is forward for d:s
and as I have promised to give i: in outline v- n * -  ̂v ■
space will be allowed me to cm:™ *" * nue my piddles: i • iV; X -t
bat I will resume them a: a fiit tire i.eriod, and com;
outline of my theory o f the hvW f ether b : lie ' . pre-deve
rradatory development, Iran-■itioic from : m e ryv-x p - -

C 1 •  a   ̂ ^  w  ^

onward grade, and the ether worlds within these worlds, 
co-existence/' the source o f all life, of those higher si 
spheres fit for the reception of beings progresse 1. :m 1 le 
in the sight of H im  from whom ail em anates. H o m e

* 7 ht t normout j <oic»v requifted to di"0 re i ‘i .— _-
KOO.OOO discharges of ii is large Lev X.-it if. 4_attc-rv vr .• -M11... re • hr ei *:
pose a single giain of water. See also el ’ a- 1 ' h _
* i i cL e M=* a § t e s timm un gen. lt-Ci

Grove says, in his '*Correiattion and
uised beings m ay exist iii i- ,. y *1: reptii-e  to Otir viniiH. -_-v>n ix

amongst them; and we mi H i ' 6(1 - ■' ::m h ih m . rm n

The Spiritual Association and Progressive Lvce 
making visits into neighbouring villages. Thev 
ior tLc new kjmn books that are in preparation.*

__
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T H E  ID E A L  A T T A IN E D :
Being tel Stokt of Two Steadfast Souls, and how they Won their H iw -

and Lost it  not. “ -UTE'Kj

BY E L IZ A  W . FA R N H A M ,

AUTHOR OF “  WOMAN' AND HER ERA,” “  ELIZA WOODSON,” ETC.
------o------

C H A P T E R  X X X II.

There was great scarcity of water, and wliat we had was of abominable 
hardness and flavour; but, as I  said of our supper, there was dcdicious 
tea for breakfast; and though E leanore ordinarily was very abstinent, 
she now braced herself with a large cup of it. Antonio still remained, 
for he was not to commence his service till nest day, and would stay 
with Phil as long as he wished him  to. So we sallied forth, leaving 
them in occupation of our room, w ith the freedom of the passages and 
parlour. The first quest was a boarding place, and I, with a sort of 
amour dc corps, proposed going to see the school-teachers. “ They 
must have been here some tim e," I  sa id ; “  they must be respectable 
and safe persons, and have a large acquaintance.”

“ Really, Anna, for practical m atters— not to disparage you in 
others—yon fall little short o f perfect at tim es,” said Eleanore. 
“ That, now, is a lucky and sound idea, which, I suppose, would never 
have occurred to me.”

We proceeded to prove its value at once. The school-doors were 
open, and the hum of voices greeted us at the com er, several yards of. 
It was a welcome sound to me, for I  love a school.

“ In the future world, I think, your em ploym ent will be teaching." 
said Eleanore, as we went up the steps.

“ I hope so.”
The little English girl had told us there was a “ ’ouse-fuli "—and so 

it was, running over, indeed.
Mr Marsden came forward and received us, as if  accustomed to see 

visitors there. He was engaged w ith  a class in the front part of the 
room, while his wife heard one from the desk below the pulpit. 
stopped a moment at his place, and then  availed ourselves of his poW° 
invitation to walk back and take seats.

As we passed along the aisle, betw een the ranks of little &cc:’ 
Eleanore said: “ It was nothing le ss  than an inspiration that scut 11 
here. Look at the sweet candour and purity of that woman’s c°a11 
fenance!”

We sat down, and talked in her m om ents o f leisure, which wore ^ 

a£>d short, till a class was called to read. “  Anna, ’ said my >
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they were taking their seats, suppose you indulge yourself in the luxury 
of hearing those children, and let me speak to Mrs Marsdcn.” Then, 
turning to h e r : “ My friend, Miss W arren,” she said, “ is an experi­
enced teacher, and she proposes to rest you for a little space by hear­
ing that class.”

“ Thank you,” was the willing reply, and she gave me the book.
Before the exercise was done, I saw', hy glancing at them from time 

to time, that they had settled all inquiries, at least to Eleanore’s satis­
faction. Her face was bright, and Mrs Marsden seemed equally 
pleased, as they announced to me that they had arranged, and we were 
to go at once to her own house, she fortunately having a vacant room.

“ And no boarders,” said Eleanore.
“ I had, perhaps, better speak to my husband,” said the good lady, 

colouring at our enthusiasm . “  Can you give me any reference ?"
“ Mr Haydon— Richard H aydon.”
“ Oh, he was a friend of H enry’s ,” she sa id ; and with the word, she 

summoned him hy a look, and told him of our arrangements, and that 
we were acquaintances of M r Haydon’s.

“ He was my uncle,” said Eleanore.
Hereupon Mr and Mrs Marsden both offered cordial hands, as to an 

old friend. “ We ought to know you,” said Mr M., “ for we have 
heard often enough of you from your uncle, who was a good friend of 
ours. We shall take pleasure in making you both feel yourselves at 
home, as far as is in our pow er.”

After a little further friendly talk, we took leave, to go on our shop­
ping ; and at noon M r M arsden was to come to the hotel and accom­
pany us to his house. M rs M------  had given us directions where to
go, and shown the utmost kindness in everything; and we went away 
from her very much cheered and encouraged.

“ How fast the world loses its hard, unfriendly aspect,” said I,
“ when we see it through the medium of kind hearts, and feel there is 
a spot near us that wm can call home !”

“ Yes,” said Eleanore; “ the w ind”— which was already sending 
forth short but sharp blasts of warning— “ will not be so dreary by 
many degrees to-day as it was yesterday. Even these men look better 
to me, and I  feel less put down by the sight of that group of unfor­
tunates flaunting through the  square than I  did before I  saw that dear, 
good creature.”

In short, wo were very much lifted out of our anxieties and depres­
sion by this fortunate m eeting. We stopped and saw Phil and Antonio 
a fcwr minutes, and called for our bill, th a t we might know how much 

pay ou! before m aking further expenditure. “ For we must
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not let our finances become deranged or complicated,” said Eleanor 
laughing in her renewed spirits.

The clerk came and delivered it, w ith a gentlemanly bow, and l1!uj 
his pen in hand, ready to receipt it. As I  had bargained for the room 
I took it into my own hand. I t  was “ lumped ” all together—two and 
a half days’ board, thirty dollars.

“ That is not according to the charge I  agreed on,” said I, “ when 
I  took the room.”

“ It is No. 9, I  think, you kave— a double room, is it not?” 
“ Yes.”
“ Eight dollars a day for each of vrou ; six for the child. Luncheon 

and supper in your room, with milk and eggs, extra—thirty dollars! 
That’s right, ma’am.”

“'Do you mean to tell m e,” I  asked, determined not to be imposed 
on without resistance, “ that our having supper in our room, with an 
egg which could not be eaten, and a glass of milk extra, makes an addi­
tion of eight dollars to your bill ?”

“ That’s the bill, ma’am,” he replied.
Eleanore had taken out her purse and counted the money, which she 

gave him, saying, “ Such things seem a little strange to us, because we 
are fresh from the country where shillings stand for dollars here. I 
think your charge is unjust, but th a t is more your concern than mine.” 

“ Pray, madam,” he said, deferentially, touched, I  suppose, by a 
certain loftiness in her tone—which challenged his pride instead of his 
avarice—“ as I  had— ”

“ Not a word more,” she sa id ; “  we will call at noon for our things, 
and, meanwhile, I  will leave my little son and the boy here.”

“ Certainly,” he said, “ anything th a t would accommodate us.”
And I  have no doubt he was more anxious at that moment to get rid 

of three or four of those eight dollars than he had before been to get them.
We had been directed to Clay, below Kearney Street, for our shop­

ping ; and there we found half a dozen or more stores, filled mostly 
with goods of very costly kinds— elegant silks, satins, velvets, laces, 
and embroideries, worthy the notice of duchesses, rather than of two 
poor women like ourselves.

“ The difficulty we find, sir,” said Eleanore, to a pertinacious and 
almost impudent shopman, “ is not tha t your goods are not elegant—' 
they are too much so for either our taste or means. I  do not want 
those costly pattern silks, but a plain, handsome black silk, which 
good.”

“ Here it is then—a German boiled silk, m a’am—yard wide— sph,B 
did shade and quality— eight dollars a yard .”
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“ It is too good and too expensive.”
“ Then, I  think, m a’am, we couldn’t suit you ”— with a palpable sneer.
“ There is a piece of Gros de Naples,” said another and more 

respectful young man, laying a piece before us.
“ Would you have the goodness to remain and serve us ?” she asked 

him.
“ Certainly, m a’a m ;” and the other fell back with a mortified scowl.
There was an opposite counter, where some of the hooded sisters, 

with enormous purses, filled with large gold coins, were buying the 
most expensive embroidered robes, at a hundred and a hundred and 
fifty dollars a piece, with as much nonchalance as we would have 
selected cotton cloths. I t  was plain why the young man with the 
sneer could not patiently serve ladies who were unavowedly unable to 
buy even a forty or fifty dollar dress.

We at last succeeded, w ith the help of the civil clerk, in finding that 
which pleased us well, and which we could afford to purchase—each of 
us a black silk, and then, in colours, two patterns each of what best 
suited us.

One of our unfortunate neighbours came across— by way of amusing 
herself, I  suppose— and stood next to Eleanore, almost crowding against 
her. She did not draw back haughtily, as I  expected to see her, but 
yielded gently the room required; and, after standing so a moment, 
turned her face full upon the girl— who still pressed toward her—and 
looking seriously into her eyes, asked, in a quiet and not unkind tone r

“ Would you like to look at these goods?”
“ No, thank y o n ,” was the pert reply.
“ Then, perhaps, you will be kind enough to give me and my friend 

room for a few m inutes m ore.”
And her unpleasant neighbour walked away in silence to her com­

panions.
We had still the m illiner and shoe-stores to visit— both formidable 

undertakings, as well to our patience as our fast-diminishing purses. 
Eleanore, indeed, had insisted, or, rather, in her usual way, without 
insisting, had paid all m y purchases at the first shop; and, when all 
was settled, she had som ething over a hundred dollars left, and I about 
fifty.

“ Not a large capital, dear Anna, to begin to live with, even at the 
prudent rate of sixteen dollars a week. W e shall have to find some­
thing to do very soon .”

“ Yes; but first we m ust get ourselves into better garments. We 
will not think o f work outside our own room for the next ten days; for 
now you must prove the artistic skill you once boasted to me as a
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mautua-maker. It would leave us penniless to hire
made up.” 0 these dresseg

“ I did not think of doing it .” she said ; “ for Mrs Marsden, wlu* 
word lias already become a canon with me, said, in answer to mv mi?,°
.  ,  ,  ,  , ,  . 1 * 1 1 1  • , * I '* ''® *

tion about those things, that the heaviest expense of clothing here was 
the making. So we will even sit down to it ourselves.”

“ Aud when it is over, dear Eleanore, I have hope of your getting 
pupils in music. Poor Mrs Farley, you know, said her sister had two 
daughters here, and I have no doubt they are people of condition. 
When we call to see them, why, something may come of it—who 
knows'?”

“ All! who knows? But here we are. Now, I hope Mr Marsden 
has come, and that there will be no delay in getting to our new quarters.” 

He was there already, and we found also a vast politeness awaiting 
ns from the clerk, who had evidently taken some data from our new
friend.

“ Mr Hayden was as much respected here,” said this gentleman, 
“ as any rich man who had the misfortune to he thoroughly honest 
could be. The hour of his death made him poor, I suppose; but yon 
will always hud his name secures respect among those who knew him." 

“ That is a valuable legacy to have left those who cared for him,"w  «. '

said Eleanore, seriously.
“ The young man here tells m e,” said Mr Marsden, “ that Mr — , 

your uncle's former banker called this morning during your absence. 
Shall I leave your address here ?”

“ Thank you, no. I know nobody, and the few persons that I may 
wish to see. I will send to.”

“ Mr Hendrickson.” I suggested.3 oo
“ If I wish to see him,” she said, “ which is very improbable, I can 

send for him. I do not care that he should feel himself generallyO 9
invited.”

CHAPTER XXXIII.
Thus leaving the ways closed after us, as we thought, we departed to 
the new home. Antonio led and carried Phil indefatigably, with bas­
kets, parcels, and shawls, which he insisted upon taking from us ; and 
Mr Marsden, who was really exceedinglv kind, bore sundry other%/ O v 7 »
parcels, and gave us an arm each ; and at last we had mounted the 
sand-hill high up California Street, and stood at his door.

What a magnificent view from i t ! The labour was well repaid* 
though it was severe.

“ It is better doing it now,” he said, “ with this wind, than iuft
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warm morning. You complain of the wind, but it is very useful to Mrs 
Marsden and m e.”

Wo entered. There was the dear, good lady, with her dinner ready, 
and a nice, tidy-looking Yankee girl, who had cooked it, darting in and 
out, laying it on the the table—as much like home as we could imagine 
it to be in so far-off and peculiar a country. We had a nice room up 
stairs, with a little temporary bed for Phil; and there we sat down and 
worked without ceasing for nearly two weeks; seeing nothing of persons, 
except the quiet family of which we were a part; and little of anything, 
hut the city which lay beneath our eye, and grew visibly from day to 
day. Forests of shipping crowded the magnificent harbour, wharves 
were shooting out at the foot of all the principal streets, and the clang 
of building, pile-driving, excavating, and filling, resounded from early 
morning till dark. Every day dawned right over against us with the 
same majestic tranquillity we had felt on the first, and closed with a 
wind that only varied a little from one to another in fierceness, and 
•sometimes brought back the fog, which Phil called the gray air.

We felt that we were part and parcel of a wonderful life, concentra­
ted on this hitherto unknown spot, and of a development equally won­
derful. For notwithstanding all that was disheartening, and even 
■shocking and disgusting, in much that we heard—chiefly through Mr 
•and Mrs Marsden—one could not but feel, in the energy that was here 
putting itself forth, a root of soundness which would anchor the life, 
despite the raging sea of selfishness, sensuality, and greed, that swept 
over and threatened to obliterate it.

But what grand affirmation sprung from Eleanore’s strong hope in 
those dark days ! “ I  have no fear,” she would say, “ hut ultimately 
there will be found here the grandest outgrowth and illustration of the 
Republican Idea. For where should all the men of a State come up to 
that standard so naturally and uniformly, as in such a land and clime, 
which neither pampers nor impoverishes—neither enervates nor stints ? 
Depend upon it, dear, though we may not live to see it, there will one 
day throng these plains and hills and valleys, the noblest people on the 
globe. Art will flourish, because the love of the Beautiful will grow 
into all souls, and wealth will nourish it with culture and refinement. 
There will be a sound and perfect physical life—free from the lassitude 
of the warmer climates and from the destroying diseases engendered in 
our Atlantic colds and heats. They will have all the advantages of a 
commercial people, which our rich Western States are deprived of; and, 
living where the generosity of Nature forbids the idea of stint or limit, 
they will be provoked to emulate her. Civilization, marching westward 
with the ages, has now encompassed the globe. Some of its best reli-
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gious life, its highest courage and largest aspiration for freedom. C;y„. 
to the rugged eastern shore o f our continent two centuries ago, an,i 
thence the movement has been steady into better and better nainra1 
eouditions : richer soils, lands m ore ea sily  reclaimed, larger expanses— 
more generous causes, with resu lts o f corresponding character: which, 
if they produce in the first generations a rudeness and careless oblitera­
tion of the sharply graven lin es o f  th e perfect character, do also forbid 
the exiguities that have stam ped th e A tlantic man the world over. The 
Yankee sharpness and assid u ity  w ere a valuable root on which tc 
engraft the heedless largeness o f  th e  W estern soul: the twomavb- 
several generations in blending in to  a harm onious and beautiful one 
but they will ultimately— w hile here we have, it seems to me, all the 
elements of an early developm ent. P h ysica lly , the healthiest people of 
everv nation eorno here : no in valid s m ix with and perpetuate their im­
perfect life among this people. T he m ingling of nations which ~h 
inevitably take place, would have a powerful tendency to raise up a E: 
people, and the sensuous influences of the country will, as it settles in:: 
a iked character, take off the intense strain upon the American brain 
and nerve. The man and woman will become handsomer, the feamres 
less angular, inharmonious, and te n se : and I  believe whoever live?to 
see the Californians of the third or fourth generation, will see a race 
men and women unequalled in personal endowments and roundel 
pletene^s oi cuarat ur.

‘•I: requires/hur-l,” said I. “ to feel that; faith which must 1 
the evidence of things not seen. Nothing in the actua 
country forecasts it now to me.”

Nothing in its visible life of to-day argues for my highest claim?-1
aim::." she replied, ‘‘because th e peop le are wasting th e m se lv e s -
mad riot. But to-day is not forever, and conditions are not perreuA- •
far bevond their producing causes. The people will, in time, ree-Ae *
and manv of the men who hailed that spectacle of shame we wit*-''"
on the dav of our arrival, will hereafter shudder in their better
«  humiliating recollection.’?“ *■  ̂ , ] )

A e encouraged h erself and m e, keeping a brave heart a- -
hopeful cue for the worst that m igh t come. Phil's daily walk ^  ..
• h'essinff to us all. and never was it omitted. At ten e11
Qxcrr ni:ruing Antonio rapped up on  our door, and within five ,
of el-Ten they were there again— often  with some trifling parch*1 ..
waif, picked no in the streets or on th e  hills, that enlarged his
and helved to entertain him  in  th e in-door hours.

There was waste enough, at th at tim e, of cast-on elothuv-^^..j
ires , k in g  about the

It
1 h'tA f v

fiac-us utensils, and the refuse of the tires.



THE IDEAL ATTAINED. 209

,!u' little unoccupied valleys, to have furnished a considerable hamlet of 
peasantry. Ah. had the rag-pickers been there then! There were 
<t.oreg—hundreds— nay, stacks of shirts, lying scattered over the 
streets and in the bye-places, which had been worn once and thrown 
;i\vav; it being cheaper to buy a new one, at a low price, than get the 
soiled one washed, at a risk of its not holding together through that trying 
process. There were coats— line coats, often nearly new—in which a 
rent had been accidentally made : no neat hand there to repair it, and 
away it went out of the window.

I was led into this by speaking of Phil's waifs. At one time they 
found a fancy box. of sandal-wood, with a landscape, very beautifully 
done in India ink. on its l id ; at another, a silver tea-spoon: at others, 
knives, books, bullet-m oulds; then a small pistol, of the ancient sort; 
and Antonio declared that he could pick up scores of candle-sticks and 
flat-irons, with other such hardwares—which had resisted the fires. or 
been brought carefully all the way from home, to be finally rejected 
there.

Thus it wen: on with us till our Second Sabbath— when we attended
service in Grace Church— a neat little edifice for so new a city, in
Powell Street. The pastor, Rev. Dr L ------ , was a man to whom it
was impossible to look on without feeling in him the life of a true apos­
tle. He spoke with a strong foreign accent, which it was diiheult at 
first to understand; but there was such fervour and exalted earnestness 
in his thoughts and utterance, that one could not resist their influence. 
His congregation were small, but evidently composed of persons of cul­
ture. taste, and in tellect: and Eleanore found the performances of the 
choir admirable : a fact which surprised us, but which was accounted
tor. dir Harsden said, bv the great number of artists in the eountrv.» c *

" There, you see." she said, ** is another seed aireadv sown in tuts » * * •
soil, which I did not reckon."

Subsequently we often attended the services of this church, and I 
believe never without feeling ourselves nobly appealed to and warmed 
in soul by the excellent minister, though neither of ns accepted hts
theology.
theologian

In truth, he always seemed to me a better Christian turn 
himself. I  learned to entertain a very high resnect for him.

and to recognise his face and figure with pleasure, as afterwards I fie- 
ynntly did among the sick and suffering, where the consolations of ms
pmo faith and tender heart were never asked in vain.

It lagan now to be very necessary that we should find ei 
In regard to teaching, hlr IMarsden was verv diacourafing. • School?
»ere not yet organised," 
--.runs. Do not smile: 

voi n.

ne sa id : “ scarcely could be for two or three 
when I speak ot months as a pence, attectm

IV

<1 
i
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the population or the organisation and growth of such institutions, I 
name a period of time equal to as m any years in any of our thriftiest 
Eastern communities. And you would have seen how that was, had 
vou sat in our room on anv dav when the boom of a steamer’s grinv *•' * c
came up the harbour, and seen the wharf which her black length was 
laid alongside of, an hour after, swarming with the exodus of men. 
womeD. and children; the wom en being about one to thirty or forty 
and the children perhaps double that. Such a young population pour­
ing in semi-monthly, a portion o f which remained in the city, would 
justify the remark that schools which could not be tilled this week, 
would not be sufficient eight or ten weeks hence.”u

Mr and Mrs Marsden’s was a free public school, then under the 
patronage of the c ity ; hence its crowded condition.

C H A PT E R  XXXIV.

E ably in the week after o u r second Sabbath, we went to call on Mrs 
Holman, the sister of Mrs Farley. They lived in a smart house, pre­
tentiously and showily furnished, in Powell Street— a little out of the 
best paid of the town, Mrs H olm an acknowledged, but she preferred if 
on account of the wind, or the noise, or the dust, or the water, or 
something else, which might m ean anything or nothing, and was of no 
consequence, whatever it m eant. This was after the detailed narrative 
— given partly by myself and partly by E leanore— of our voyage and 
her sister's death.

“ What a p ity!” she said; “  and she and Matilda had been looking 
so long for her; and all the m erchants had wondered so much what 
had become of the ship— so her husband told her when he was down, 
four or five weeks ago.”

“ There was a report of our voyage in the papers the day after we 
landed." said Eleanore.

“ Was there! I  don't read the papers m yself. Matilda sometimes 
reads them; but we did’nt see th a t .”

The little woman shed a few tears, sighed, and groaned decorously; 
folded her hands upon her lap, and said that she and Matilda would 
“ have to go into mourning now im m ediately. And such a pity,” she 
added, “'that all her clothes should be lo s t!  though, to be s u r e ,they 
would nt have been of any use to  us n o w ; for, I  suppose, they were 
pretty much all colours. H id you ever see them ? Were they all 
colours ?”

I confessed my ignorance ; and as I  heard her talk, and looked inf;' 
Eleanore's grand face, which seem ed turning into a splendid piece of 
statuary, filled with a silent soul, I  alm ost forgot that I was not again
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talking with Mrs Farley herself: got up on a new scale —a larger and 
more elaborate one than our life at sea had ever admitted of. There 
were the same details of features, proportions, colours; the same move­
ments, the same voice, but a perfect ear—and a life enlarged beyond 
the other by the smallest and most external fact of motherhood. She 
referred to her eldest daughter, Matilda, who was included in the 
mourning scheme, frequently; but their lives seemed, each, purely ob­
jective to the other. Matilda was a being whom she conferred with— 
whom she shone upon or received light from, at times, according to 
their respective positions; but Matilda was fact-reached no deeper than 
her senses and perceptions. I f  Matilda had died, she would have been 
in a measure comforted next dav in repairing to the milliner's and thec/ JL O
mourning store. She begged us to wait to see Matilda, because she 
would wish so much to hear it from us, which I did not wonder at, 
considering the sort of narrative she was likelv to get from her mother.

Eleanore had been silent some time, but at length, in a pause, 
which the little lady came to, she said: ‘*'1 see you have a piano, Mrs 
Holman—a fine instrument, I  should judge from the maker’s name. 
Would it distress you if  I played something ?”

“ Oh, no,” she replied, “ I  am very fond of hearing it; though, to 
be sure, all Tilda's pieces are lively, and she won’t be able to play ’em 
now.”

Eleanore drew off her gloves, and laid her bonnet on a chair.
“ I never can play with anything on my head,” said she to me. “ I 

lack room here”— laying her hand whimsically above her forehead.
“ Well, that’s curious, now,” said Mrs Holman; “ for Tilda often 

sits down and plays with her hat on, when she comes in ; and I never 
heard her, nor any one else, speak of that before, that I know of.” 

Eleanore went to the instrument. I had never heard her touch one, 
but I knew she had an artist’s soul, and I expected something not less 
noble and grand than she was herself at times. I saw bv the sloomvO •> o t-
radiance of her eye that she was in the mood for it. All our talk had 
brought back Harry, and the lonely island, and the life and the deaths 
there, and the vast solitude of those tombs. It was a time to soothe 
her silent heart with glorious music.

Just as she touched the keys, calling forth the first soft, quavering 
chord, little decorum hopped up to her, like a staid, foolish canary 
about to interrupt the overflowing song of its mate, and said: “ Don't 
play anything lively, if  you p lease; I  couldn’t bear it now;” and then, 
with her eyes in her cambric, hopped back to her perch.

Again she struck the keys, with a little more force, but in the same 
chord; it was repeated the third time, each a little more decisively and
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less p rolonged: -and th en , sw eep in g  over the whole hoard, as if ^  
fairy lingers, so soft and blended  w ere the notes, she seemed to take r 
with that action, fully into h er , p ow er. T here was a short prelude of 
sweet concords, gentle and so o th in g , w hich  imperceptibly passed into 
quicker m ovem ent, w ith a con tin u ou s under-toning in the ba.-.s notes a- 
mournful as the perpetual w in d s or sea s . I  could not hear it withom 
being strangely a ffected ; but it  w as m aintained with increasing ofy, • 
till it seemed too painful to  endure, w hen there came a great shock 
heavy sounds, short and fearful to  m y  excited  nerves, followed by tot. 
silence, for an instant, and th en  b y  a w ail— a wild, wandering wail -  
gathered up from the m oaning k ey s , as she went drearily over then;, 
and suggesting such utter d eso lation  o f heart, that, with my own tan 
Sowing. I  wondered at seeing h er  sit there unmoved.

At last she ended, in a funeral strain that would have moistened eyes 
'die most unused to weep. N ever  had I  heard an instrument eipr.v. 
so much m u sic !

There had been an addition o f tw o to her audience during tne per­
formance, a fact of which sh e  rem ained insensible, till -he arc-e 
77is  about putting on her bonnet, when we were formally intro meed to 
-’Its Walker, the mistress of th e h ou se .

Mrs •>'< .i.ker was an over-dressed, low -bred, insolent looking 
77hose very quietest aspect repulsed  m e : what her worst was, I 
a ° t  like to have had proved. S h e  took occasion immediately to in--- 
her that the piano was hers ; that Mr W alker had procured it hr*-- 
‘h. ugh ter to learn on, and that the interesting young lady beLro 
—e in no uiual so favoured. S h e  added, that she “  didn’t lib; ' 
j1 music the lady Lad played, so  w ell as good old-fashioned p - * 1*  '  '

songs.” i jjgr
At this stage of her self-development, Eleanore bad re^m*1 ( y

■g--n.net and gloves, and walking nervously towards the door,
k................/ and . • u C m A ...

I lolloped in a moment, and w hen I joined her, I asked:
—i you teen playing Eleanore ?”

L.te, she rep lied; a little passage of it. 1
“ Do you

*aa

Ism
-o m  it was an im provisation ? I t  va» oar

• -I-pose so, Anna. It never was written. It cam*: to ^
***5* ^ Waa an improvisation ; hut I could not play it 

it was. That ia a noMe instrument. It has a sold- ^  
-'muse, I think. It understood and answered me.”

mere,” I said. 
leaching. My dear Anna, I  would rather dean any w  

^per - uoors and scour her knives ! ”
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W i l l S  P E  R I N G  S  F R O M  F A R  A N D a Fa /

H E R O I S M  R E - Ii E V I  E W ED!
(To the EAil or of Human Nntuir.)

Dear S ir,— Your reviewer was singularly unfortunate in th : 
tion of the epithet “ Flunkey ism ” to Mr Field’ . “ Heroi ,.u. \  ’
unconventional book does not exist; one which with le .; F . ...
naught the Philistine of English orthodoxy. If any quaff in Mr I , 
is conspicuous by absence, it i . just that which i. called fl M. . ,;

It is plain the reviewer has not in;,-, .tonal the sense in v, Lid, Mr / 
uses the words Angel and Devil. He think Mr Field i, them :i • 
Bishop of Oxford, or Dr Gumming, or Mr Spurgeon. So thindop. 
is some warrant for his indignation or contempt; but it i.. ,a ,te<: or, M. 
Field.

Mr Field very carefully explains the meaning he attache , to An; 
and Devil. An Angel is one in whom Lo e of Other. rule -:, and u, jj ..
th 5 Loi e of 3elf i m ... tie. A De f l i t  one in ...... the Lo
Seif rules, with the Love o f Others either subordinate, or quiesc mt. or 
absent. The activity o f the Angel is c ... He 
Devil is call .d Hell. Tire Heaven of the Angel would be a place of 
torment to the Devil, and rice rerun.

1 to as a phrenol i it, Is not ihi a fa 
human nature? Is  not ma into
which the benevolent faculties prevail, and another in which the self ... 
propensities prevail ? Mr Field il the first da . .-. 1
•eeond did. : von max like his adjectives, 
say to the fact ?

I apprehend you will concede so much to Mr Field, hut yo i .ill part
....  ny with him when he goes on to assert the m . .1....
diabolic character either here or hereafter. You as a apirituali.-.t will 
*«ert, that in the future life the selfish will become the nnselfi 

Devil will be transmuted into the Angel. Mr Field might 
is simply your if me dixit. The evidence of experience pro

- -cter tends to fixity with the lapse of time, .. /. . .....
L.ere are better grounds for snppo..... that death ........
*han that it open-, the way for its revision.

“ Does Mr Field, then, believe in a hopeless Hell ?’ He
eternal Hell not in a ho .■ ... ...:. He beii ..........
aim a Devil, but goes on to argue that his devilhood is neither 

'onaiatent with his usefulness nor his happines T u e  .... 
hitherto at we ha not known how to use the De .1. We have
1®*weHed wh ........ and persecute ........ n, and he has tun. ;i M-
A* Mr H enry Janie -, puts the ease—

d." ljr.il }i.i , i; . ;j .'.o l id the most nimMi'-l!'. .'c-’i - — - him iiiuif:[iii n/uL the most 111g^afTij |
f**1**: iii onr ignorum-- of God's ::tU|n:ndoii.-» <1 ugh - <,! m<-: ■ 
Amative a/ hii-vi-ifii-tit: i.-i Human Nature, w- ha%«• >.ppo .--d 

Wkart of HU Providence, a p in ly irrational ijuantit} 
2 * HUy within tin- purpose aid  i* oui fthi Di ... Lo- 

r‘ perfect allegiance. Vet so it U, neverthde: ... H- h ■ !- 
f ffdy Hcavcn-api^iintciil Cburchimm and Htan »m;Ui,

. . .. • H
j)-'. ii t‘j i *: *'U1 

, .... . .. ; 'Iririili.'-’l,
t„ Li.'i-i icSi to it: 

fn.M th- i--vdaninff 
.p,- nuiii of IijcIi for
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, | o iuK nil  Unit how v w o r k  o f  l l m  w - i  l«l ; i m n t . - j y ,  | I i , , ; . .  In„/,
K o v r m o K ,  w h i r l ,  in '' ," " 1 , *' '-y I"'!'1 ' I1/'  ...
Mini i '„i i»l i i„o'„I,m ol  I'll.' w o r l d .  I "  1 "I III.- h r v i l ,  w  l”| v,‘
iu.'iiMlnI ......  m.'ili in;; I hr Aiigcl -I- U.im . ho". . u;orl, ; , i ,„k l.ol
ur wrrr I lililt rloil.K l"'‘ V V ‘ ‘ '1 II'h! <!wo on nL

I )l V j| j | | |(. | „ , r n | n ■ i11«• i■ <>l I In: ,  vvorl i l ,  iiimI u  eup i l . n l  Ik- i .1 \ v  wmil.l 
| , | .  II..- I ) ivi i i r  Wi ndom l i n v  Hm w a y  wi l l .  h i m ,  w l . n  l- in 'ml .  I,, ig . ion-  h i . , . ..
Idoli :l, K<-t 11 i nit'll 1-i.liMtH | I »*•, »>nt I -  " ' / I * * -  ■" 1't*' 1 1,1 ll"".
by i / ivinir h im tin- Ih-hI. m  I l i e  w o r l d ,  - ' l l  H" '  f I«• 11 • I. I i, n i l  Mir. hoi iot i i ‘1 »»"l
rrwiinl  i o f  - i ' I i h c  Uni t  *o Im- n . i i y  p u l .  I ' o i l l i  l i m  n i i i r v c J l o i w  I* «-nmlil .y ol  mv.  ..lion 
mill pmi l i i . ' l ioi i  . . . . . . . .   ni i ' l  s m n v  M i n n .  T l . i ; .  m wJml .  Mm I n v . i m  1'myi. l.»im
Ik,; ,11 \V.-I V ; Mill-lit.  t o  rolll | . :. : :i IVfMn Mm I . . y/ i l i  ll I l i "  ; Hi. HK'Jy,  l o  mi .  n .. mil .  I In- l><Vll, 

bill .I h i m  by l.in o w n  Iii-iIh <-x<?limiv.  I.y, w l i m l i  m e  Mm l - o v r  II nml  l.lir l,..v<- 
o f  III,  Wo r l d ,  l.o III.- joyol in  n i n l  . ’l l T l l l l l  : i l l r ; / i n l i r r  id M o n .  YVr, li.lge, plillol;ii|il|i|tl 
Mini, hi- m e ,  l invr d o n e  o l i r  l i l l . i l . :  Ih-mI. I d  h i n d e r  Mm D i v i n e  w. . yn  by nlivny;,
( Inii . .1 in;' l l i r  o n I .  ini'oiif.'i'iioUN m i . l  i i i r o m p e l . e n  I. | ><•<<j»l<■ in l .n p u b l i c  n f l i i . i i ; anil 
liny.. , o t n ; r . | i i r n l l y  g<d; Mm w h o l e  M m o r y  o l ’ m l n i i u b d r i i t i i . n  n o  ii'»|>lii:il.icnl.il ni 
.ri',;il | y  11> cniliMiTii.i.i l l i r  l i g l i l ,  i i mi l  i n  l i o n  I. w l m n  Im do.-N a r r i v e ,  i i t j d / i d ,  h i m  hiilf 
ill.' I i 111.■ Inlkin; '  I |i<- mo.'.l i n  <•).■ v a n  I. p i c l . y ,  i 11;.I..-n<I o l  d o i n g  Mm / dmi ' p  a n d  wifi  il:i..;l,ory 
wot I, wJii. 'h In' i : ni l  t in'  whi lr.  i l . r l i i u g  l o  i l o .  W  l ink  c o r f  id o, r<) | io w o u l d  l! onrJon 
Iniv'i* iii:nl»'? A m i  l iou  w o u l d  p o l i l m a l  i id . cr e . d . u  l . l iri  v«- vvil.li Mm Aj.onl.1.■ . lolm nf. 
l l ir hrml o f  n.lliiii'N/ I coiifesH f o r  m y  | m i  l. I w o u l d  l / o / d . o w J o y  vol.r, iijioii <Joni-ial 
. l ur Umi  nr I .miin N a p o l e o n  m i y  d a y ,  n h i m l y  l i r e a i m e  M m y  a r e ,  a s  I p m; i i mr ,  very 
jiili-rinr n u n  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  a n d  Mi e r e  Id re  i i i r o m p a r a l i l y  h c f l . e r  i p n i l i f i o d  I'nr mliiig 
otli.'i' m.'ii,  v. li n i l  is  Kp ir i l i i u l l y  Mm In w e s t  o r  lon.i l / l i u m n n  o f  v o r u t i o n s .

“ hd. not my reader iiiisouiiooivo mo. I Jmvo not Mm slighted, idea of 11dim 
a transitory implication of liimnui <!<•;-,(,iny, 11s 1111 exhausted oloinoiil, hi' Iniiinw 
progm.HS. M/i tin: roll  In.  I), I conceive llml. I.I10 vital /mods of litl 111.111 I ii.-doin 
r;.;td, its denial perpetuity, I admit, nay I insist, Unit llm Ib'vil is Iasi, In-ooini/î  
and will olio day Is: a. pri'frrl gentlem an; tha t lie will wholly imlcarii Ijiu na..|.y 
tricks o f  vie and crime, and hc.come. a, model of wound morality, in lii/tiug mi
imwoiib'd clingy into llir poliro department, and inllating jmlilio worship will i 
ujipr.'i'i'ilrnti'd pomp and magnificence. Otherwise, of eonrse, I could UOl h/mgi'i 
why our ls.nl and Saviour, with a. lull knowledge of llm character and trwIcudi'H 
of Judas I rariot, yrl ilio::e In'/D into l.lio nunil)er of Mic sacred twelve, uml intnuitoJ 
him with III.' provision <il IIis and l.lirir material vvellare. Novcrtllcl'.H tin* 
gentleman in inliiiitrly shod, of llir Man; and however gentlemanly (hr Devil 
may iufallil.ly grow', Iiiere lie will stop, and lea ve the sacred rights of nmiiJiowl 
mmtf.riiipf.''d. ” ShIihIiiiici’ a mi Sfui(lmnt pp. 2.M to 261.

T h e  whole  t e n d e n c y  o l civiliViation In i n  d i n e , t  t h o  Huhorditiation of the 
Lovo of Hull to the Love of Others; or, i n  Swodonhorgian phrase, to 
subjugate tho Hells to tho Heavens. We are discovering that self-interest 
is coincident with social-interest, that lie who would enrich hiuinclfcitn 
do ho most efloctuaJly hy enriching others, a n d  that liberality is the 
broad way to prosperity. In tho middle Hges, the strong, capable jubii 
had a castle, and levied black-mail on his neighbours; now the same 
character owns a factory, and employs a, thousand h i m ds. In saying
so, I merely give a hint , ,  w h i c h  a thoughtful m i n d  w i l l  m u l t i p l y ; arid we 
are only at the beginning of the marvellous transformation.

I ho ytngel, as he includes Self-Love, includes the Oevil, and as be 
subordinates the Devil i n  hitUHolf to social service, why may not the 
mm> process be repeated on a universal scale, and lie,II ho reduced to 
the service ol Heaven? Heli so subjugated (every Devil tbereio 
gratifying his selfish nature in useful work) need stand for no name of 
horror .  “ What is d i r t ? ” asked I 'a I emersion, and answered, “ Dirte 
matter out of place.” What is [fell ? I ask, and answer, Hell 
W e out of heavenly service.
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ftr„ other points in “ 'View, which I mipht find v/iUi; 
I u.MHfc I"’ content <-o inrli«»to what I consider the ehmi 

.. ilrroiiim ” him evoked boundloi:! i / i / J a n d  boimdlee; <,utbmja ,ill> 
',UII (Jioroforo satisfied there's true mit in the little book.

Il,l< Y outh  very tru ly ,

;jO Tliin lovv Ho.vl, I N . W . ,
I''i:liriin.ry, I HUH.

W//-M/../ Wi;n f.

Ii'i reference to our notice of'“ Heroism ” in ////.////•/.// .Vu/a/vr, Voh.'mo 
II., page Mr White has boon kind onouph to write tho above loiter, 
for which wo thank hi//!. Wo apree heartily with U jo drift of hi;/ 
remarks, and in fact with tho creator pari of “ I f o r o i a mh u t  the bar 
barous domonolopy that veins through it mixes up badly with onliphleoed 
idoaH, and to havo done justice to Iho subject would havo hoo/i to v//it/; 
a Work of similar s ize ; hut as that v/a:i impossible u/idor tho cireum- 
rttwiccH, v/o worn drivon to tho alternative of exhuminp a low of tho most 
hideous “ principalities and powers " of tho nothor ropion of tho book, and 
leave tho ron/aindor to a better f'ato. Writers, bo tho;/ author;', or 
reviewers, cannot speak too plainly of any subject, oHpociaUy if if is a 
complex ono.

’I hero ih no use in wrjiinp metaphysics in metaphor t o  J o h n  Hull; 
the mihjccfc is diflioiilt onouph for him if arrayed in tho plainest phrase. 
TIk! case, an a matter of fact, does not appear to ho improved hy Mr 
Whifo’s cx)/lanationH. rJ’hat the activity of difforout parts of tho 
organism resultH in tho variouH typos of character soori arnoripxt i/s, 
there can bo no doubt, h u t  i t  mn::L ho clear to aJJ that tho no-called 
devil and ungel elements oxist in every i/idividual. The devil is merely 
the motive impelling pri/ioiploH, upon which the angel properly mounted 
alone can perform bin tank. l>nf wo are all essentially angels, and only 
incidentally devils oven as tho child is essentially a man, though not 
attained to “ man’s estate.” Mr Field does //of only mistake the fact, 
hut he errs in his subse/pient inferences as propounded hy Mr White. 
Indeed, his theory of “ fixity” is merely/mm /y/.vc t / L i : i . i } as he lias no 
proof to show in support of the position, while v/o have abundance of 
evidence derived alike from human life here and other analogies inI /
nature that the contrary is the truth. We have seen a child under 
chafing influences defy the command of his parent this minute, and 
Wider the operation of the “ milk of human kindness” use all his efforts 
to accomplish the desired act before six minutes elapsed. Ilesides, the 
Phonological conditions that constitute some of us devils are not per­
manent, any more than drunkenness, indigestion, a, wooden leg, over* 
V/orh, :md other circumstances which unbalance and. irritate us o n  all 
huidn i n  fact, we boldly declare that the devil, both in man and out 
h h i m ,  is neither more nor less than i/n'i’avouitAiu.K <m icoumhtancks, 
!" ,(1 coiu/Uess experiments testify to the truth of this statement.

i i i i l i r i i h n i H l i )  becomes everlastingly more fixed, the circumstances 
J!1, hdividuaJity are capable of the most radical revolution, both in this 
1 and the hereafter. WJ/at i n  life hut a change of these circuniHtances 

h j V l<: inbreathing and expulsion of atoms, the passing of events, 
'•k'ctH, and states, all of which are the mileposts of existence; and
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w hat is  th e  o b jec t o f  life  b u t  th e  e t e r n a l  im p ro v e m e n t of these circ- 
s tan ce s  *? T h is  d e v il- th e o ry  s t r ik e s  a t  th e  ro o t  o f a ll such wisdom in th 
p la n  o f c re a tio n . I n  fa c t, t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  M r W h ite 's  letter entireiv 
c o n tro v e rts  th e  th e o ry  w ith  w h ic h  h e  s e ts  o u t.

T h e y  a re  s h o r t- s ig h te d  s e e r s  w h o  s u p p o se  th a t  because a human 
being  b eco m es  w orse  a n d  w o rse  f o r  a  c e r ta in  le n g th  of tim e that ho i« 
th e re fo re  in c a p a b le  o f  r e d e m p tio n .  “ I t  is  a  Jong lane that has no 
tu rn in g ."  A c o n v e rs io n  f ro m  “  e v il w a y s  ”  is  im possib le  while the mis- 
d irec ted  fo rces re m a in  u n s p e n t .  O u r  r e a d e r s  h a v e  heard  of chemical 
re -ag en ts , w h e reb y  e le m e n ts  t h a t  h a v e  c h a n g e d  th e i r  form  can be trans­
m u ted  in to  th e i r  o r ig in a l s t a t e .  D is in fe c ta n ts  a n d  antiseptics are an 
ap p ro x im ate  i l lu s tra t io n , b u t  a  c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f p u trid ity  had better 
be allow ed to  ta k e  p la c e  b e fo re  th e  r e s to r a t iv e  chem ical is applied, or 
th e  m a ss  m a y  a g a in  fe rm e n t. C e le s t ia l  love is  th e  sp iritual re-agent. 
In  due tim e  o u r p e rv e r te d  f a c u l t ie s  o n e  b y  o n e  m u s t come under this 
ben ign  in fluence , as  th e  a b n o r m a l  e le m e n ts  th e y  ho ld  in suspension 
becom e e lim in a ted . I f  o u r  c e l lu la r  t i s s u e s  a re  suffused with deleteri­
ous ac id s a n d  ad ipose  m a tte r ,  i s  i t  n o t  th e  w o rk  o f th e  scientific thera­
p eu tis t to  expel th e se  b y  s u d o r if ic s  b e fo re  n o rm a l action can be 
ex p ec ted ?  T h e re  is, a f te r  a l l ,  a  w h o le so m e  id e a  in  the  old familiar 
conception o f he ll, if  n o t  o f d e v ils .  I f  D r  B a r te r  can  restore a lunatic 
of n ine  y e a rs ’ s ta n d in g , th e  “ f ix i ty ”  o f  w ho se  case was becoming 
m ore an d  m ore  a p p a re n t, b y  a  few7 h o t - a i r  b a th s ,  we m ust not despair 
th a t A lm ighty  G od— th e  c re a tiv e  a n d  s u s ta in in g  pow er, be it what it 
m ay— can  cu re  th e  w orst d ev il in  a n  o r th o d o x  o r  o th e r  pandemonium, 
w ho is  only  a  lu n a tic  in  a  d if fe re n t d e g re e  fro m  th a t  operated on by Dr 
B arte r. T h e  flunkey ism  r e fe r re d  to  c o n s is ts  in  b en d in g  common sense 
to  such  absu rd  m y th s  as t h i s  d e v il th e o ry .  L e t  hum an nature lie 
s tud ied  as a science, an d  n o t b e  h u g g e d  a s  a  su p e rs titio n ; and if we 
can n o t com prehend th e  s p ir i tu a l  p a r t  o f  i t ,  le t  u s  try  our hand at the 
physical, w hich we will find a n  a d m ira b le  k e y  to  th e  o ther.

DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING.

A few m onths ago, v7e m a d e  c e r ta in  s ta te m e n ts  respecting  the pecu­
liar m anifestations p ro d u ced  a t  th e  c irc le  co n d u c te d  by  Mr Champer- 
nowne, K in gston -on -T ham es. T h a t  g e n t le m a n  h a s  been hind enough 
to  correct and su pp lem en t o u r  r e m a r k s  b y  c o m m u n ica tin g  the following 
fa c ts :— “ T he draw ings a re  n o t  d ir e c t ,  a n d  a re  p roduced  through the
medium,ship of M rs C ----- . T h e  w r itin g s ,  o f  w hich  I  have a goodly
num ber, arc d irec t a n d  in s ta n ta n e o u s .  T h e y  a re  produced through 
the  m edium ship o f th e  b oy  T u r k e t in e .  T h e  c ray o n s  are placed in a 
box on th e  m an te lp iece , a n d  th e  p a p e r  o n  a  s id e b o a rd  on the opposite 
side of the room  to  w here h e  s i ts .  T h e  w r itin g  is  done instantaneously. 
W e h ea r them  ge t th e  p a p e r , a n d  ta p ,  ta p ,  ta p ,  ‘ P u t  up a light, there’s 
some w riting  fo r y o u .’ O n p u t t in g  u p  a  l ig h t  th e re  is, sure enough, on 
both sides of' th e  p a p e r. S o m e tim e s  s e v e ra l co lo u rs  are used on one 
specim en, there fo re  th e y  a re , a s  y o u  m a y  say , ‘ illum inated .’ Allot 
them  are o f a  h igh  an d  s c r ip tu ra l  c h a r a c te r ,  a  g re a t m any of which 1 
have found in  th e  book of P s a lm s  a n d  th e  P ro v e rb s . One evening; 
when two young  g en tlem en  f ro m  L o n d o n  w ere  p re sen t, we lmd five
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specimens— one be in g  P ro v erb s  i. v. 15 on one side, and v. 80 on the 
other, signed A . 0 . .  th e  fo rm er signed A. AY. 0 . (my mother and son.) 
Another, P sa lm  1 48  v. 13 , on one side signed Mrs T. (the medium’s 
mother), on th e  rev erse  side, v. 14, signed A. C. (my mother.) These 
were a perfect f a c  s im ile  o f m y m other's initials. These are some of 
the specim ens we h av e  h a d  : bu t the drawings we have received in that 
way are very trifling  in d e e d .”

The cause o f ly in g  sp ir its  is stated by an experienced correspondent 
to be inharm ony  in  th e  elem ents of the circle ; especially false theories 
and notions in  th e  m in d s  o f those who compose it. Besides theolo­
gical notions, h e  th in k s  m a n y  other ideas, especially those respecting 
the nature of th e  m an ifes ta tio n s , m ust be abandoned, and the mind left 
open for m ore ligh t.

An erro r occurs in  th e  p rin tin g  of the poem which concludes the 
paper on th e  “ E d u c a tio n  o f Everyday L ife,” by Mr A. Leighton, of 
Liverpool, w hich ap p e a re d  in  la s t num ber of H um a n  X( it nre. The line 
printed “  Y et N ew ton  tra c e d  th e  law, the rules, the spheres,” should 
have been, “  Y et N ew ton  trac ed  the law th a t rules the spheres.” The 
essay should also  h av e  h a d  th e  nam e of the au thor affixed to it.

A prospective fa th e r  a sk s , “  Is  whisky good to rub on a young child’s 
head? it is a com m on p rac tice  w ith nurses in th is part of the country.” 
Pure, soft cold w a te r is  th e  only  adm issible substance wherewith to rub 
a child’s head , le t i t  be  y o ung  or old. A little  mild soap may be 
used once a day. T h e  second  ablution on retiring  may be done with­
out soap. T he b ab y  sh o u ld  w ear no headdress neither by night nor 
day, except w hen ta k e n  o u t of doors, and no t then  unless the temperature 
be extreme.

Several co rresp o n d en ts  an d  friends have notified to us that a Mr 
Melville is a t  p re se n t in  L o n d o n  who, w ith m athem atical precision, can 
trace Biblical da tes  to  th e ir  tru e  significance, which is supposed to be 
the long lost secre t o f th e  an c ien t M asons, and to refer to astronomical 
and spiritual sym bols, an d  n o t to  h istorical dates, as is popularly sup­
posed. I t  is claim ed th a t  th is  wonderful knowledge m ust revolutionise 
public opinion re sp ec tin g  th e  origin and m erits of the Bible. Mr Mel­
ville is anxious to  fo rm  classes and  teach h is system .

“ A P lain  M an ” is  m u ch  annoyed  a t us for allowing “ Honestas” to 
occupy so m uch space from  m o n th  to m on th . H e does not doubt but 
the philosophy m ay  be v e ry  sound  if  our readers could comprehend it, 
and suggests th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f exp lanatory  notes. AVc have to furnish 
reading m a tte r fo r com plex  m en as well as p lain  men, and, unfor­
tunately, we can n o t su p p ly  pow ers of com prehension along with it. 
Bid our friend co m p reh en d  th e  philosophy  of th e  alphabet and multi­
plication table th e  f irs t tim e  th ese  were p laced  before him ? Let him 
have patience, an d  p ersevere .

Mr N. M organ, o f S u n d e rlan d , w riting  in  reference to Mr Jackson's 
article on the “ M oral a n d  Scientific aspects  of Spiritualism,” says, “ I 
still th ink th a t a  c lassifica tion  o f th e  phen o m en a  would be advantage­
ous to spiritualism . M an y  can n o t be acco u n ted  for on any known law,
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b u t a  la rge  n u m b e r can , in  f a c t ,  a  la rg e  majority, and sceptics l. 
b o ld  on th e  la tte r , a s  a  su ffic ie n t g ro u n d w o rk  fo r denial of the \\}Ui 
I  th in k  M r Ja c k so n  sh o u ld  b e  a s k e d  fo r a  few  facts of Eastern jucmiji 
p ara lle l to  th e  h ig h e r p h e n o m e n a  o f  S p ir itu a lism .” W e shall be gijj 
to  receive from  M r M o rg an  a n y  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  suggestion lie may have 
to  offer on th ese  po in ts. A  v e ry  fu ll  a c c o u n t o f “  E as te rn  Spiritualism" 
m a y b e  found  in  “ B ro w n ’s D e r v is h e s ,” to  be  h a d  a t the Progressive 
L ib ra ry . M r M o rg an ’s f r ie n d s  w ill b e  g la d  to  know  th a t his health has 
so fa r recovered  th a t  h e  c a n  n o w  re s u m e  h is  lec tu res .

P hrenological Museum , E d in bu r g h .— A  correspondent who lives 
in  th e  W e s t of S co tland  w rite s  t h a t  h e  w as in  E dinburgh  for a short 
tim e a few w eeks ago, an d  a s  h e  is  a n  a rd e n t lover of Phrenology lie 
called  a t  th e  M useum  w ith  th e  in te n t io n  o f  exam ining its contents. 
T he  conscience o f th e  w o rth y  c u r a to r  w o u ld  n o t, however, allow him to 
b reak  th e  ru le  la id  dow n th a t  s t r a n g e r s  b e  a d m itte d  only on Saturdays. 
O ur co rresp o n d en t th in k s  h e  h a s  a  g rie v a n c e  to  com plain  of in this case, 
and  asks w hy su ch  a  su p e rb  c o lle c tio n  sh o u ld  be  locked up for six days 
ou t of th e  seven, an d  th a t  o ne  fo r  th e  lik e  o f  w hom  such  collections exist, 
should  trav e l across “ b ra id  S c o t la n d ” a n d  be  disappointed in accom­
plishing one o f th e  ob jects o f  h is  v is it  b e c a u se  h e  happened not to be 
there  on a  S a tu rd ay . P e rh a p s  th e  c o m m itte e  will kindly enact a law 
rem oving th is  re s tr ic tio n  on k n o w le d g e .

An acqua in tan ce  w ho e m ig ra te d  fro m  Y o rk sh ire  to America a few 
m onths ago h a s  ju s t  s e tt le d  in  V in e la n d , N ew  Je rsey . He says the 
house re n ts  and  th e  p rices o f  w e a r in g  a p p a re l a re  very high. It is a 
nice tow n, and  was com m enced  six  y e a rs  ago , before which time it was 
a  com plete forest. I t  now  c o n ta in s  te n  th o u sa n d  inhabitants—tbe 
g reater n um ber of th em  E n g l is h  a n d  I r i s h ,  a  few Scotch, and the rest 
A m ericans. T he whole t r a c t  is  4 8  sq u a re  m iles, divided into forty, 
tw enty , ten , and  five acre lo ts , a t  tw en ty -fiv e  do llars per acre. There 
are m any good houses b u ilt o f  w o o d , a n d  fo u r chu rches of very beauti­
ful structu re , exhibiting m u c h  t a s t e ;  tw o  o th e rs  are  in  contemplation 
th is  year. T he sp iritu a lis ts  a re  n u m e ro u s , an d  a few of the ladies 
w ear th e  reform  costum e, w h ich  p re s e n ts  a  s tr ik in g  contrast to existin',' 
fashions. The sp iritualists  h o ld  th e i r  m e e tin g s  in  a  large hall. Wages 
are sm all, and em ployers a re  so  c ra m p e d  fo r cash  th a t a weekly pay­
m ent is no t always c e rta in . T ra d e  is  in  a  v ery  depressed condition, 
and  everybody expresses th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e re  will be no trade for 
eighteen m onths or two y e a rs  o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  P residential ejection.— 
Xewspaper parag raphs seem  to  in d ic a te  th a t  C anada  is the most eligible 
country for em igran ts  a t  p re s e n t .

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.
TJu A m e r ic a n  P h r e n o l o g ic a l  J o u r n a l  a n d  L i f e  I l l u s t r a t e d  '— A f-t-t w 

this periodical from the beginning would constitute a complete library 
in itself, and one of no mean excellence, either as regards the extent

* New York: S. R. Wells. London: J .  B um s, Progressive Library. 12s j*r 
annum, or Is monthly, post free.
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and variety of the matter it contains’, iirofinsonoss and «|imlil.y of i](us 
trillion, or literary finish. The 17th volume Inis jnsl hoon ontorod 
upon. Some of its early volumes are now before us in I,ho octavo form, 
containing details of the explorations and discoveries of tlai hmtliors 
Fowler during the earlier days of their acquaintance with phrenology. 
Since then it has passed through many changes, lull, when all otium 
periodicals devoted to the subject have passed away from existence, it 
steadily maintains its individuality, and for sometime was the only 
phrenological serial in the world; it is now the oldest and most widely 
circulated of any periodical of its class. The last low volumes have 
been much improved ; it is now more than double the size of what it 
was a few years ago. Tim scope of its articles have in like maimer 
been enlarged, till it lias become an organ for the dissemination of all 
interests connected with human nature. We also notion a groat 
improvement in tho artistic department. The whole of mankind, 
savage and civilised, have been laid under obligations to produce 
remarkable specimens of the limits homo wherewith to illustrate its 
pages; the portraits of these are remarkably truthfully drawn and well 
engraved, accompanied by memoirs and phrenological characteristics. 
We notice some of our most prominent countrymen and women appear 
ing in its pages from month to month, among whom may be mentioned 
John Bright, Tom Hughes, M .P., l>. Disraeli, I'lliza Conk, the Mdil.or 
of Punch, Bev. Newman Hall, Mr Spurgeon, and others. Knglish 
phrenologists are divided in their opinion as to the merits of tho 
Journal. Somo of the old students of tho science consider it too 
elementary and diffuse, and not sufficiently technical and scientific. 
These opinions may bo quite correct when viewed from their standpoint, 
hut thousands arc being ushered into the world yearly who require 
education in the elementary departments; besides, it is a. great aid to 
the popular diffusion of the science to have a literary helper like the 
Journal discussing so many literary and scientific questions from the 
phrenological standpoint. The Journal has been for some time under 
the exclusive direction of Mr S. It. Wells, and tho improvements it din 
plays, and the popularity it has attained, are ample testimony as to the 
talent and energy shown in its management.

The Annual of I Jireindoyij and I’hysiolayi/ for IHfiH - Inis just 
reached us; it is profusely illustrated, and from the variety of its con 
tents will be a pleasing visiter to those who relish the science it seeks 
to explain. We would cull attention to the articles on “ Jealousy: its 
Cause and Cure,” and that on “ The Marriage of Cousins.”

The Herald of I leal lk and Journal of Hhysieal. did Imr: devoted to 
Hygienic Medication, Bodily Development, and the Daws of Hife. | 
This is truly a comprehensive and valuable periodical, everything 
connected with health is treated, not only in an easy a n d  popular 
stylo, but also reliably scientific. 11 can boast of a list of contributions, 
containing nearly a score of the most renowned writers in America, 
including Henry Ward Beecher, Theodore Tilton, Horace Greeley, Dr

r *  N e w  Y o r k :  H. It . W e l l s .  L o n d o n :  J .  B u m s .  Ik.
, N e w  \  o r k : M i l l e r ,  W o o d  & C o .  L o n d o n :  . ) .  h o r n s .  I0o jier annum,
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Lewis, ami names of similar standing. L . N. Fowler, now lecturing in 
England, and J. Burns, of the Progressive Library, London, arc also 
regular contributors. Mr Tyler, wlio introduced the light gymnastics 
into this country, but who sometime ago returned to America, is editor 
of the gymnastic department, which contains a scries of articles spark­
ling. racy, and suggestive. To speak of the merits of this magazine in 
detail would occupy too much space. I t  contains everything that tic 
reader of a health journal would expect, and much first-class literary 
matter acceptable to everybody. The current topics affecting health 
reform are taken up and discussed from month to month, answers to 
correspondents wherever situated are freely given, and there is a 
department devoted to domestic ailments worth the price of the whole 
book. If periodicals such as this were read and acted upon by the 
people disease would bo a m atter of history, and drugs and physicians 
would bo unknown.

The Revue Spiritualiste, the philosophical and thoughtful periodical 
conducted so ably by M. P ierart of Paris, in a recent issue has a long 
dissertation on the physical revolutions which the earth has undergone. 
These revelations are remarkably curious ; aud, if our space permitted, 
we would have much pleasure in laying them  before our readers, as also 
other articles in previous numbers. The medium through whom these 
wonderful writings were obtained, is not addicted to scientific pursuits; 
and still the researches of the learned and the tendencies of modern 
discovery point to the probability, to say the least, of the things recorded 
in this article.

Daybreak, the new periodical devoted to Spiritualism, Ac., is expected 
in June. It will be cheap, and suitable for distribution. The projectors 
depend upon the co-operation of all who are interested in the questions 
which it is intended to discuss. All friends are invited to correspond 
with the editor, Rev. John Page Hoqoqos, Dukinfield, Cheshire, who will 
be glad to forward prospectuses and information as to terms of agenev. 
From the well-known character of the editor, we have the highest 
expectations centered in our young brother.

THE S P I R I T U A L  C H U R C H .
MRS HAEDINGE’s  LECTUEES.

S i s c e  our last report Mrs Hardinge has continued her lectures on
Sunday evenings at the Polygrapliic Hall, King William Street, Strand,
London.

On the evening of March 29th her subject was “ Life in tho Spheres.” 
She briefly cited the references made in the Old and New Testaments 
to immortal existence, and then proceeded, as far as time permitted, to 
present the evidences which modern Spiritualism furnished of the life 
beyond the grave. The lecturer then explained the various states or 
spheres of existence in the spirit world. She described earth as the 
rudimental sphere. At death the majority of spirits passed into what 
might be called the first spiritual sphere, but what was rather a con-
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tinuation o f earth  l i f e : th is  w as H ad es, or p lace of the dead, where un­
developed sp ir its , w h o se  sym p ath ies w ere engrossed by earthly and 
passional a ttraction s, ex h a u sted  th ose im p u lses, and having incurred 
their conseq uences, a tta in ed  rationality  and freedom  from the eccentri­
cities incurred b y  th e ir  earth  life . T hey th en  proceeded to the second 
sphere, which w as on e o f  g rea t happiness com pared with the preceding. 
Here the sp irit, th o u g h  u n d evelop ed  and ignorant in many respects, 
enjoyed a con d ition  o f  h arm o n y  and self-p ossession  which was favour­
able to that grow th and  u n fo ld m en t necessary  to an advent into higher 
states. Sh e referred to  th e  fact that m an y  spiritual communications 
emanated from  th e  first sp h ere , hence th eir  contradictory nature and a 
cause of their b earin g  so  m a n y  traces o f  earthly prejudice and passion. 
Under favourable co n d itio n s  m essages w ere received from the second 
sphere; th ese w ere ch aracter ised  by th eir  harm ony and consistency, 
though m uch k n o w led g e  m ig h t not he gathered from them , yet they 
exerted a sooth in g  e lev a tin g  influence. T he third sphere was stated to 
be the abode and n u rsery  o f  th o se  w hose sp iritual natures had not been 
developed in  earth  life — su ch  as id iots, children, &c. These were 
guarded, in stru cted , a n d  m in istered  to b y  sp irits from the higher 
spheres, w hose sy m p a th ie s  w ere directed to  th is  departm ent of duty. 
The first sphere b e in g  p a ssed , spirits are released  from selfishness, and 
honour instead o f  r e su lt in g  in  personal em olu m en t is  characterised by 
devotion to th e good  o f  o t h e r s ; hence th o se  w ho are highest in these 
spheres o f being  are p erm itted  to do th e  g rea test services for their 
fellows. The fourth  sp h ere  is  for the exercise o f  the intellect and the 
acquirement o f  k n o w led g e . I t  is  called  th e  sp h ere  o f wisdom; here all 
spirits congregate w h o h a v e  in te llec tu a l a ttraction s, and become deeply 
experienced in  th e  secrets  o f  th e  un iverse. T h ey  investigate the laws 
of their own being, an d  th e ir  rela tion s to  a ll p o in ts  o f  universal existence. 
It is from hence th a t g rea t in v en tio n s and d iscoveries are projected into 
receptive m inds on earth , and  our greatest ach ievem en ts in mechanics 
and arts are but a fa in t reflex  o f  th e exa lted  sta te  o f  knowledge which 
exists in th is sp h ere. T h e  fifth sphere is  th e  abode o f love. Those 
whose social fee lin g s  h a v e  n o t received  co n gen ia l association and 
development p ass th ro u g h  th is  cond ition  o f  ex isten ce  for the purpose of 
gratifying and h a rm o n isin g  th is  p ortion  o f th e ir  nature. Many spiritual 
communications b rea th in g  term s o f  affection , d evotion , and purest love 
emanate from th is rea lm . C o u n tless  m iss io n a r ies  proceed from it and 
pour out their h o ly  in flu en ces  on  recep tiv e  sou ls  throughout the 
universe. The h ig h est sp h eres  under su ch  con d ition s can penetrate 
and intermingle w ith  th e  low er sp h eres , w h ereas the lower cannot 
ascend into th e h ig h er , or ev en  obtain  a co n sciou sn ess of their sur­
roundings. T he six th  is  th e  sp h ere  o f lo v e  and  w isdom  conjoined. In 
this condition h u m a n ity  is  in d eed  itse lf . A ll th e  elem ents of being are 
here in harm ony an d  fu ll d ev e lo p m en t, h a v in g  com e through those 
varied experiences th a t ca ll ou t and  p er fect th eir  powers. Immense 
power is w ielded by in d iv id u a l sp ir its , and  b y  th e  aggregate of spirits, 
who so harm oniously, w ise ly , and lo v in g ly , w ith  unity of purpose, 
inhabit this abode o f  b liss . T h e  sev en th  sp h ere  the lecturer declared 
to be beyond earth ly  co n cep tio n , or th e  p o w er  o f  words to express. It
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was a fruition of the preceding states, and the closing of a grand epoch 
in the soul's pilgrimage, preparatory to its commencement on a higher 
stage of being, there to proceed through endless grades of experience to 
never-ending and higher states of enjoyment.

In this faulty sketch, for which. the lecturer is not in the least 
responsible, we merely endeavour to present our readers with a resume 
of the chief features of this powerful discourse, which excited the 
enthusiasm and gratified the audience in a higher degree than we have 
witnessed on any other occasion.

On Sunday evening, oth April, Airs Hardinge lectured on “ Luther,” 
detailing the chief features of his eventful career, and beautifully illus­
trating the central idea of his life. On April the 12th she resumed the 
subject under the title of “ A Soul’s Pilgrimage in Eternity.”

MRS HARDINGE ON SPIR IT  MEDIUMS.
The Cambridge Hall in Newman Street, Oxford Street, was crowded to 
excess on the evening of tbe 1st of April, to hear Mrs Hardinge on the 
above subject. The audience was a very heterogeneous one, yet excel­
lent order was maintained throughout; the power of the lecturer being 
sufficient to command due respect from the most flippant and shallow 
objector.

In all ages, said Mrs Hardinge, an unexplained something had 
existed called the supernatural, the manifestation of which had always 
been connected with exceptional persons. Reference was made in the 
Bible to these phenomena as visitations of angels, apparitions, and the 
enunciations of seers and prophets, which were terms of the same 
import. All religions had been founded on the revelations made 
through these exceptional persons. The Jewish priesthood originated 
in such experiences. There had been observed in all ages very different 
modifications of these so-called supernatural influences which were 
classified by St Paul in Corinthians as being varieties of spiritual gifts. 
She proposed to investigate the causes of this variety, and show proofs 
that the modern medium was of the same type as the prophets of Israel, 
magicians of Egypt, oracles of the Greeks and Romans, dervishes of 
Persia, priests of India, medicine men of North America, and doctors of 
South Africa. The lecturer, having thus alluded to the universality of 
these peculiar influences in ancient tim es, referred to the gigantic pro­
portions which Spiritualism had assumed throughout the civilised 
world in the short space of twenty years. But the modern movement 
was distinguished from the ancient manifestations; it was the working 
of the spiritual telegraph upon scientific principles, which were capable 
of demonstration; it was therefore not a mere belief but a knowledge, 
If her audience would investigate the subject by forming circles in their 
own families, every seventh person could afford evidence of the nature 
of spiritual manifestations. Her observations during twelve years had 
supplied her with certain physiological facts, by the aid of which she 
would endeavour to illustrate the nature of mediumship. The human 
subject was not only matter and sp irit; there was a third element called
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the life principle. I t  was neither matter nor spirit, but existed in the 
substance of organism, and held it together, for the organic structure 
soon fell to pieces if the life principle was parted from it. This life 
principle inhered in every particle of matter. The physiologist had 
been unable to explain it. Various names, such as nerve aura, od force, 
electricity, magnetism, galvanic action, etc., had been applied to it. It 
is in connection with this life principle that mediumship has chiefly to 
do. Experiments with the battery showed that if electricity was not 
this life principle it was something akin to it. The growth of plants 
could be accelerated by electric currents, the muscles of the dead could 
be brought into action by it as in life. It had also been shown that the 
amount of electric action in the organs of the brain indicated their 
activity and power. I t  was the medium through which genius and 
power of ail kinds, physical and mental, was manifested. Some per­
sons had much positive electricity, and thus were capable of being 
magnetisers, because they  could give off the surplus. They made good 
doctors, nurses, teachers, etc. Some agaiu had much negative elec­
tricity; they drew from others instead of giving off, and there was au 
unequal distribution of these forces in their organism. They were very 
sensitive, unbalanced, and angular iu mind, temper, and sensation: 
these constituted the mediums, and it was from an excess of negative 
electricity that they were so. They were exceedingly susceptible to 
atmospheric and personal influences, were strongly excited by that 
which others, allowed to pass by unnoticed, and were generally mis­
understood and m isrepresented by those of an opposite tendency. The 
lecturer then referred to the formation of the electric battery, which 
was constituted of copper and zinc plates, with an acid fluid to bring 
them into connection, by which galvanism or electricity was liberated. 
She referred to the Leyden ja r, and tha t in use by the telegraph 
companies, as examples of the battery referred to. Two metals thus 
being brought into connection, and having the proper relation to each 
other, were capable of producing a force which was a source of sound, 
light, motion, etc. O ther substances in nature contained this electri­
city, and under proper conditions could give it off ; but in the formation 
of the spirit circle, which was the highest form of battery, they took the 
best substances w ithin reach— namely, hum an beings embodied and 
disembodied. She claimed th a t the spiritual body within the ilesh, and 
the spiritual body out of the flesh, formed a battery like copper and 
zinc, and indeed formed the strongest and most subtle battery with 
which we are acquainted, producing all the phenomena of the telegraphic 
battery. But she had to prove that this electric body did survive the 
physical body at death, which she did by a series of arguments which 
wo have not space to repeat. As the copper plate in the battery 
required the presence of another plate, so certain spirits in the flesh re­
presenting' the copper plate required certain spirits in the spiritual state 
representing the zinc plate, in order to have a satisfactory action of the 
spiritual battery. The magnetic emanations from the circle, surround­
ings, etc., constituted the solution which connected those two plates 
and put the battery in working order.. The lecturer then referred to 
many points connected with th is branch of the subject, which may also
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be found in lier rules for conducting a spirit circle. The success of the 
circle depended mainly upon the  honesty and truthful disposition of 
those who constituted it, and the  harm ony of magnetism which pro. 
vailed amongst them. I f  adverse m inds participated the results would 
be similar to the effects caused by abnorm al fluids being put with the 
acid in a common battery, and  the same was true of inharmonious 
magnetisms mingling with the  general influences of the spirit circle, 
which constituted the solution connecting the spiritual plates of the 
spiritual telegraph, and the com position of this solution by the combina­
tion of proper persons and m otives was of the first importance. The 
lecturer then stated that there  were three groups of mediums—first, 
physical; second, healing; th ird , in te llec tu a l; including trance, speak­
ing in tongues, waiting, drawing, and o ther means by which intelligence 
was communicated. Physical m edium ship had reference to all move­
ments of material bodies, form ation of fruits, flowers, hands, etc., 
all of which were accomplished on the  same principle by which the 
battery moved the magnetic needle. Of healing mediums there were a 
great variety; some produced salu tary  effects by hand magnetism from 
their own bodies, others had a sp iritual magnetism projected through 
them, and the third variety becam e entranced and could examine 
disease, while a spirit attended and  prescribed the proper remedy In 
the intellectual mediums the  organs of the  intellect were operated upon 
in the same manner as a m agnetiser psychologises his subject. There 
are many phases of this section of the  phenomena as there are of 
mesmeric. The lecturer then  proceeded to show that it was not the 
body of the magnetiser th a t controlled his subject but his spirit, which 
could better exercise its pecu liar influence under proper conditions 
when out of the body than  w hen in  it. The lecturer claimed that 
Spiritualism was a science, and  i t  depended upon certain demonstrable 
laws. What though it were n o t known before ? Why was not the 
steam engine and the telegraph known before, though steam, electricity, 
fire and water had always existed ? y e t it was only a few years since 
their use had been determined as a t p resen t. Photography was also a 
new art, and yet the sun h ad  shone since the first day of creation. 
Nature would yield up all h e r  secrets to  m an ’s patient search after 
knowledge. God was not all revealed in  one book, but the vast scrip­
tures of creation were open to  th e  whole hum an family if they but chose 
to read therein. The m ystery and  magic of olden times became the 
popular science of our own age. G rea t m inds th a t had formerly existed 
departed this life, but carried  w ith them  their experiences, natural 
faculties, and love of knowledge. T h e ir investigations were carried on 
in spirit life. Swedenborg now saw deeper into the mysteries of 
spiritual existence than he d id  in  life. M esmer, dogged to death by 
bigots', took his hard-won experiences w ith him and was ready to 
resume them under higher conditions. F rank lin , who first caught the 
lightning by the aid of a child 's k ite, canned also his love of knowledge of 
electrical science into the sp iritua l w orld w ith him , and by associating 
with other gifted minds engaged in  the  sam e investigations, a series 
of experiments had been in s titu ted  w hich resu lted  in modern Spiritual­
ism. The lecturer m aintained th a t  i t  required  accurate knowledge on
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tlio part of spirits as well as on the part of mortals, and an observance 
of certain principles, by which to prodneo the manifestations success­
fully. The lecturer concluded by answering a number of questions, much 
to tho satisfaction of the audience.

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS.
The brothers Davenport and Mr Fay gave a seanco in the Hanover 
Square Rooms, on Saturday afternoon, April 11. There was a large 
attendance. Mr Cooper introduced tho manifestations with a very well- 
prepared speech, recapitulating the. chief features in tho lives and 
mediumistic doings of the brothers and Mr Fay. Two gentlemen 
were then chosen from the audience by ballot, as a committee to 
examine the cabinet, and tio the brothers during the seance. Various 
gentlemen from the audience ascended tho platform at different times 
and examined for themselves. The cabinet, which was closely scrutin­
ised, was found to be a plain wooden structure, something like a large 
bookcase, with wooden doors, and without shelves, aud wide enough to 
allow two persons to sit comfortably in it. There was a fixed seat at 
each end, pierced with holes, through which to secure the ropes. Tho 
cabinet itself stood upon trestles, and there was an open space all 
around it which was strictly watched by the committee and others 
during the manifestations. The instruments, an excessively strong and 
heavy brass horn, a small bell, tambourine, guitars, and violin were 
next examined, as also the ropes used in tying, and they were found to 
be of the usual kind. The brothers then went into the cabinet, sitting 
facing each other, with their backs at the extreme ends. Their wrists 
were firmly tied together behind their backs, and the ropes were passed 
through the holes in the seats, then tied around their legs, and, finally, 
attached to a cross-spar in the cabinet, and the instruments placed 
between them ; but the door was scarcely shut when tho heavy brass 
horn was tumbled violently through the aperture. The gas was 
repeatedly turned down during these manifestations, and quickly 
turned up when the doors were opened; but there was enough light 
all the time to see distinctly what was going on. The bell was violently 
shaken; the horn or some hard instrument was rubbed violently against 
tho boards; the tambourino was banged about in a most unmusical 
manner; the guitar was thrum m ed, and the violiu discordantly scraped 
upon; the horn was thrown out frequently, and, though the doors were 
opened on the instant, yet the brothers were found in their places, and 
the tyings were as at the first. A quick air was then played by all the 
instruments in pretty good harmony. Hands were repeatedly shown at 
the opening in the door— sometimes three and four at a time, and onco 
a naked arm up to the elbow. The hands appeared to be the same on 
all occasions, but the way in which they were presented once or twice 
made them look very small, especially when ringing the bell through 
the aperture. Several gentlemen came forward and grasped these 
hands, and declared them  to be real hum an hands. The direction from 
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which the hands seemed to come was that in which the brothers were 
seated, so that, though the audience knew the brothers were securely 
tied, yet it appeared as if they had risen from their seats and pushed 
their hands through this opening. During one of the times that the 
doors were shut, the slapping and pulling of ropes was heard, and. 
shortly, when the doors were opened, the brothers were found unfag. 
tened. They again went into the cabinet, the door was shut, and in a 
little time they were found tied more securely than they had been done 
before by the committee. A number of gentlemen came upon the plat, 
form and examined this tying produced by the spirits. A gentleman 
from the audience was invited to go into the cabinet with the brothers 
while the manifestations proceeded. Mr Coleman proposed that Dr E. 
Johnston, of Cavendish Square, should be allowed to do this duty, as 
he was a great sceptic; he, therefore, entered the cabinet, and sat 
between the brothers, with his left hand on the knee of one, and the 
right on the shoulder of the other, to which he was securely tied, so as 
not to be able to move his hands. The instruments were placed on his 
knees, and the door shut, when the usual noises ensued, and, when the 
door was opened, the tambourine was found on the doctor's head. He 
was asked if the brothers had produced the sounds and moved the 
instruments, he said, “ No, they never moved, as I  can testify. (A 
Voice: “ Did you do it, doctor?” ) “ N o!"—he said he felt hands 
touching him all over, especially about the head. After this, flour was 
placed in the hands of the brothers, the tying remaining the same as 
before; but the manifestations proceeded ju st the same, bauds were 
exhibited at the opening, and felt by those outside, but not so many 
hands at a time. The last time the doors were opened, the brothers 
were found to be released from the tvings : they then came out on theJ O * v
platform, and opened their hands, with the flour firmly grasped in them. 
They were dressed in black, and, though their clothing and the cabinet 
were strictly examined, no traces of flour could he observed. This 
finished the first part of the entertainment, which was succeeded by a
dark seance.

A table was placed towards the front of the platform, at one side of 
which sat Ah' Fay, and at the other Ira  Davenport. They were firmly 
tied to their chairs, and the instruments placed on the table between 
them. As soon as darkness was produced, the manifestations, as in 
the cabinet, commenced. Light being called for, pieces of white paper 
were put under the feet of the mediums, and a pencil mark drawn 
round the sole of the boot; coins were also placed on their feet, so as 
to be certain that their feet were not moved during the proceedings. 
These tests were highly satisfactory. Air Fay requested that some one 
would ask that his coat be taken off. A gentleman did so, and instantly- 
on the light being struck, the coat was seen flying towards the middle 
of the audience, and Air Fay sat in his shirt sleeves, the tyings ot the 
wrists behind his back being the same as when first done. The ooaj 
°f_a gentleman present was then placed on the table, and the lipj 
being put out, it was speedily transferred to his back, his bands W  
still tied when light was again produced. The guitars were then pb1* 
phorised, and, in the darkness, were seen to move about violently l'u
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the heads of the people, within a few feet of the centre table. During 
these proceedings, many persons in the audience were struck or touched” 
as was evident by the exclamations which were continually befit" made 
by those who were thus visited. The whole proceedings" were of the 
most satisfactory kind, and, although many sceptics were present, no 
exception could be taken to anything that was done. After the mani­
festations had terminated, Mr Fay said they were not nearly so power­
ful as usual, as he had been unwell for some time, and that was the 
first public seance that had been given for three months.

Another seance was given on Tuesday night, April 14, at Cambridge 
Hall, Newman Street, Oxford Street, and we understand that after a 
short series in London, the Brothers and Mr Fav will return to America.y V

H E A L T H  TOPICS.
A letter from D r Trail, of New York, has been received, from 
which we present a few extracts. He says— I  am pleased to acknow­
ledge the reception of the circular in relation to the Temperance Hospi­
tals. I hope it will prove the auspicious beginning of a permanent 
Hygiedic Medical College in London. People, everywhere, are appal- 
lingly ignorant of the laws of life and the conditions of health, and still 
more deplorably in error in relation to diseases and remedies. Y hy ’? 
simply because a mis-educated medical profession has misled them, 
and as the fault is inherent in the system which the medical profession 
teaches and practices, the only remedy is to do away with the system.
I cannot help regarding the popular medical system as the greatest 
curse of the civilised world. In  the language of one of England s 
eminent medical professors, “ I t  has neither philosophy nor common 
sense to commend it to confidence.” I t  s ta rts  from a false premise 
and travels away from tru th  continually. B ut how to make physicians 
who are prepossessed with the  accumulated prejudices of 8000 years, 
and filled with the dogmas of the dark ages, and  the people whose mis- 
education has become ingrained, investigate and understand new, 
radical, and revolutionary doctrines is the practical problem to be 
solved.

The drug system is like the institution of slavery, so long as it is to be 
sustained, it must not be discussed. True, we m ay discuss the forms and 
features, the good and the evil of drug m edication, or of slavery. But we 
must not discuss its theory, we m ust not call in question its philosophy. 
Some medical journals (the M irror, for exam ple,) are very willing that 
the relative merits of different medical system s shall be presented, and 
facts and experiences given in favour of each, so long as fundamental 
principles are kept out of sight. B u t these are the only things worth 
discussing; tacts or experiences m ay prove or disprove anything accor­
ding to the standard by which they  are in terp reted . What we need is 
the correct standard ot in terpretation . Y ou will notice in January 

Gospel my reply to D r Cham bers. I  am  very' ready to discuss the 
rdatlTe aU(i absolute m erits of our respective system s with h im ; but he
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wants me to criticise a collateral and non-essential issue. We miffit dig 
cuss the secondary problems of medical science till doomsday with no 
profit to ourselves nor advantage to our readers. This is just what 
medical men are doing continually in all of their books and journals-, 
advancing and refuting assumptions and hypotheses with no regard to 
primary premises. When I  can have a discussion on the first princi- 
pies of fundamental problems of medical science, and the healing art in 
any medical journal of character, or in any leading newspaper, I am j
ready. I charge that the system advocated and practised by hr 
Chambers is false. Is this not enough for a discussion ? Why, then, 
waste words on a minor topic ? The greater includes the less, and if I 
prove his whole system wrong, why need I  expend ink in disparaging it 
in detail ?

As Dr Chambers is a writer of ability and a physician of reputation 
and influence, I would very much like a discussion with him involving 
the fundamental premises, that is to say, the truth or falsity of his sys­
tem and of mine. He is aware of the positions which I assume; they 
have been stated in the Mirror in as plain language as I can find in the 
dictionary. If he is really anxious (and this I  do not permit myself to 
doubt) to have the truth established, why not discuss the only question 
worth discussing—viz., the whole philosophy of medical science and the 
healing art ?

After we have established the true theory of medical science in the 
laws of nature as manifested in and through the vital organism, we will 
have no difficulty in determining what is the proper practice of the heal­
ing art in anv given malady. Very sincerely yours,

New York, Deb. 10, 1868. B. T. T rall, M.D.

“ hydropathy versus allopathy.”

In the controversies between these two rival agencies in the cure of 
maladies, I think it a duty of paramount weight which I owe to suffer­
ing humanity to submit to public notice an exact statement of plain 
facts, which, I venture to hope, may commend itself to the attention of 
all unprejudiced readers in favour of hydropathy as against the “drug 
system.” The plain facts of the case are these :—In the year 1857, 
and for some time previously, I  was suffering from severe chronic 
“ exzema,” which thoroughly incapacitated me from the performance 
of my parochial duties in this county of Dorset where I live. I 
obtained an introduction to the late Sir Benjamin Brodie from his 
brother, who was a friend of mine. I  merely mention this latter cir­
cumstance to intimate that my case received at the hands of this 
eminent practitioner perhaps somewhat more than ordinary attention. 
During two years and a half I  continued under his treatment, without 
making any progress towards recovery, though the reader may be quite 
sure Sir Benjamin left no remedy untried which his consummate skill 
and vast experience could suggest. Notwithstanding, at the end of this 
long interval, he thought it right to tell me, with the candour and 
honesty characteristic of the man, “ My good friend ! I  can not cure 
you.” My general health had by this time alarmingly deteriorated, as
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may be easily imagined from the quantity of daily medicine I  had taken 
and the sedentary lifo I  was condemned to. In  this emergency, I  was 
advised to try the treatm ent at St Ann’s Hill, in the county Cork. I  
fortunately adopted the advice, and went there in 18G0, having, first of 
all, made up my mind in case of failure to have my leg amputated. I  
stated my case to the good and able Dr Barter, told him what Sir B. 
Brodie had said of it, the length of time I  was under his treatment, and 
begged him to tell me candidly what his opinion was. Dr Barter 
unhesitatingly assured me that “ he would cure me in due time,” and 
that my health “ would be restored to its wonted vigour.” I  own I 
had my doubts on these points after the failure of so eminent a man as 
Sir B. Brodie. However, I  remained on at St Ann’s five months and a 
week, taking the Turkish Bath and other usual treatment every day, 
and sometimes twice a day. At the end of this interval, I  had the 
great happiness to find the encouraging words of Dr Barter completely 
verified, and myself able to return to England and resume my clerical 
duties in perfect health. I  can also truthfully add, tha t during seven 
years after this I  continued to enjoy the same blessing uninterruptedly, 
though I only took the Turkish Bath at long intervals the while. I  
most gratefully attribute this signal success to hydropathic treatment 
alone under Divine Providence.

If I may here venture to offer a word of friendly advice to those who, 
without reason or experience, assail the Turkish B ath and its meritorious 
and philanthropic restorer in W estern Europe, Dr Barter, my advice 
would be, that they would in future bear in m ind the homely adage— 
“ That people who live in glass houses should not fling stones.” In 
conclusion, I  may rem ark th a t my restoration to health at St Ann’s was 
affected by the use of air and water in treatm ent at once efficacious and 
agreeable, leaving on my m ind a favourable contrast with the nauseous, 
debilitating, and injurious processes and effects of allopathy.

March 12, 1868 . A  D o r s e t s h i r e  C lerg y m a n .

A NEW SOCIETY.

A correspondent writes proposing the form ation of a new association, 
to be called “ The Hygienic Society of G reat B rita in  and Ireland.” As 
physical integrity in all respects is the only basis upon which human 
progress in any shape can be thoroughly effected, this writer argues 
that true sympathisers with improvem ent will a t once identify themselves 
with this society. I t  is not proposed to require any particular line of 
conduct from the members, further than consistency in obeying the laws 
of health as far as they know them  or circum stances will permit. The 
operations of the society would assume a scientific aspect, in the first 
place, by those members who had  the capacity or opportunities for 
so doing, investigating the natu re of disease, and  the best means of pre­
venting its occurrence and m itigating its dangers ; in the second place, 
thê  society would be an educational and  philanthropic one,— for, by 
a simple system of m achinery, the facts and  m ethods discovered in the 
first section would be dem onstrated am ongst the  members, and through 
them amongst the people as widely as possible. This society would
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enlist the active aid and sympathies of temperance reformers, especial] 
as regards the medicinal use of alcohol; dietetic reformers in relati/ 
to the proper food of man, and the best kinds of food for different 
temperaments; health reformers, by investigating the nature of disease 
and the relations of foods and drugs to the normal and abnormal living 
system; teachers of gymnastics would supply many facts respecting the 
influence of the movements on morbid conditions and the general health 
of those who underwent them ; mesmerists would be invited to join 
hands with others by throwing in their important element of experience 
respecting the influence of magnetic impressions on the recovery of the 
diseased; hydropathists, bathers with hot air or water, would be 
earnestly solicited to co-operate in diffusing the information derived 
from their practice; sanitary reformers of all grades, either respecting 
bodily conditions or immediate surroundings, would be able to give 
much useful information in connection with their department. It is 
proposed that all who sympathise with human health, and feel interested 
in this or any other means for promoting it, should become members of 
the society, and pay a nominal annual subscription of one shilling- 
more if they can afford it and feel disposed, and less if their circum­
stances will not allow it—for the purpose of promoting the objects of 
the society. These would be carried out by publishing a list of the 
members residing in all parts of the country, with corresponding and 
honorary members in foreign countries; communicating with the members 
by the publication of annual or periodical reports, and the distribution 
of publications and instructive works to the members at cost price, who 
would, as they felt disposed and had opportunity, promote their circu­
lation amongst the people; the holding of lectures and meetings in 
various parts as opportunities offered; the establishment of a central 
college in London for the purpose of instructing teachers and healers, 
both male and female, in the laws of health; the establishment of 
hygienic institutions as homes for the sick, and free hospitals for the 
poor, wherever it was found practicable to do so ; and the publication of 
statistics of cases and modes of treatment at stated times, or in the 
medical journals, that the hygienic system of treating disease might be 
compared with the drugging system and the results shown. Our 
correspondent says there are many who sympathise with this movement 
and would become members, and invites correspondence from all who 
feel interested in this proposal, which may be addressed “ Hygeia” at 
our office. We shall be glad to receive, for publication, any further 
communications and suggestions.

A newspaper extract has been sent to us containing a letter said to 
have been addressed to Earl Derby by Mr Train. He recommends his 
lordship to make a sojourn to St Ann’s near Cork, and undergo the 
Turkish Bath and Hydropathic Treatment under Dr Barter.

Mr James Thomasson, late of Bury Lane, near Leigh, Lancashire, 

desires his friends and correspondents to know that he has lately 
removed to 14 Joynson Street, Strange ways, Manchester.
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Pa isley .— M r A n d r e w  C r o ss , th e  in d e fa tig a b le  secretary of the Glasgow 
A ssociation o f  S p ir itu a lis t s ,  g a v e  a  lec tu re  h ere  to  a  good audience in°tlie 
Abcrcom R o o m s la t e ly .  T h e  su b ject, “ M od ern  S p iritualism ,” was treated 
in a broad an d  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  m a n n er , a n d  illu stra ted  w ith interesting 
specim ens o f  sp ir it  p a in t in g s ,  &c. T h e  lec tu r e  w as ex ceed in g ly  well received,

G a te s h e a d -o n -T y n e .— M e s m e r is m  lia s  b een  com m an din g  some attention 
liero of la te  th r o u g h  th e  e x e r t io n s  o f M r J o h n  R utherford . A  few weeks 
ago, th is  g e n tle m a n  d e l iv e r e d  a  lec tu r e  on  th e  ab ove scien ce in  the Lady 
Vernon S ch oo lroom , B e n s h a m — th e  R e v . G . R . H u t t  presiding. The large 
audience w h ic h  h a d  c o l le c te d  to  h ea r  o f th is  s tra n g e  pow er manifested great 
interest as M r R . p r o c e e d e d  to  e x p la in  th e  ca u se  o f  th e  phenom ena, and to 
point out tire le g it im a t e  o ff ic e  o f  M esm er ism — n a m ely , th a t of a remedial 
agent. M r R u th e r fo r d  i s  a  z e a lo u s  and in d e fa tig a b le  labou rer in  the cause 
of M esm erism , a n d , th o u g h  q u ite  a  y o u n g  m an , lia s  p ractised  Curative 
M esm erism  for y e a r s ,  a n d  h a s  d ev e lo p ed  tw o  good  c la irvoyan ts . H e  is at 
present en g a g ed  w ith  s o m e  c a s e s ,  b u t th e  ex e r tio n s  o f th e  b igoted and the 
malicious s ta n d  so re  a g a in s t  h im .

M a n c h e s te r .— T h e  f ir s t  a n n u a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  M a n ch ester  Association of 
Progressive S p ir it u a lis t s  w a s  h e ld  o n  S a tu rd a y , M a r ch  28 , w hen the mem­
bers and fr ie n d s  o f  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  a sse m b le d  to  th e  n u m b er of 60, for the 
purpose o f r e c e iv in g  t h e  re p o r t o f  th e  r e tir in g  com m ittee , election of new  
officers, an d  for a  s o c ia l  c o n fe r e n c e . T h e  R e v . J o h n  P a g e  IIopps, president 
of the a sso c ia tio n , tools: th e  c h a ir  a t  s ix  o ’c lo ck , a n d  o p en ed  the m eeting with  
an eloquent a n d  t e l l in g  a d d r e s s . A fte r  a ll b u s in e s s  m a tte r s  had been attended  
to, the m e e tin g  w a s  th r o w n  o p e n  fo r  co n feren ce . E x c e l le n t  addresses were 
given b y  M r H o u g h t o n  o f  A lm o n d b u r y , M r  IT a y ser  o f Birm ingham , Mr 
Butcher o f  S o u th p o r t , a n d  M r  J o h n  F . M o r g a n  o f  M an ch ester. I t  w ill bo 
seen from th e  fo l lo w in g  o u t l in e  o f  th e  f ir s t  a n n u a l report of the above 
Association, th a t  th e  c a u s e  o f  S p ir itu a lis m  in  M a n c h e s te r  is  going quietly 
but stea d ily  o n w a r d — “ T h e  s e c o n d  q u a rter  s h o w s  a n  increase of seven  
members o n  th e  f ir s t , w i t h  a  p ro p o rtio n a te  in c r e a s e  in  th e  subscriptions. 
During th e  y e a r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  6 0  c ir c le  m e e t in g s  h a v e  b e e n  h eld  in  connec­
tion w ith  th e  A s s o c ia t io n ; t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  a tte n d e d  b y  an  average of 8 
persons. B e s id e s  t h e s e  w e e k ly  s e a n c e s ,  tw o  q u a r te r ly  g a th er in gs have been  
held— th e fir st o f  w h ic h  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  a b o u t 4 0  a n d  th e  second  by upwards 
of 50 m em b ers a n d  f r ie n d s  o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n . I n  ad d itio n  to tlie regular 
circle m e etin g s , in c id e n t a l  s e a n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e ld  in  v a rio u s parts of the  
city, som e o f  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  a t te n d e d  w ith  v e r y  sa tis fa c to r y  results. Your 
committee h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d  a  fr ie n d ly  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  m ost of the  
Spiritualists’ A s s o c ia t io n s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  k in g d o m , a n d  h a v e  also endea­
voured to k e e p  u p  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w it h  s o m e  o f  th e  o ld est and m ost 
advanced s p ir i tu a l is t s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ; t h e y  h a v e  th u s  added  to their own 
experience th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o th e r s ,  a n d  tr ie d  to  m a k e  each  step firm and 
sure as th e y  h a v e  g o n e  o n . A l t h o u g h  th e  r e c e ip t s  o f  th e  A ssociation  have 
been all th a t c o u ld  b e  p o s s ib ly  e x p e c te d , t h e y  r e g r e t  th a t  th ey  are compelled 
to close th e  f ir s t  y e a r ’s  a c c o u n t  w i t h  a  s m a l l  b a la n c e  d u e  to  the treasurer; 
but tills is c li ie f ly  o w in g  to  t h e  fa c t  th a t ,  to  c o m p ly  w ith  a  desire of m any of 
the m em bers a n d  f r ie n d s ,  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  a  v e r y  n e a t  a n d  beautiful card of 
m em bership l i th o g r a p h e d , o f  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  n o w  a  la rg e  stock on hand. 
In con clu d in g  th e ir  b r ie f  r e p o r t , y o u r  c o m m it te e  w o u ld  earnestly  ca ll upon  
the m em bers o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n  to  b e  t r u e  to  th e ir  principles of sp ir it  
com m union, u n iv e r s a l  s a lv a t io n ,  a n d  e t e r n a l  p r o g r e s s io n ;  to w atcli w ith  a 
zealous e y e  th e  r ig h t s  a n d  n a t u r a l  p r iv i le g e s  o f  th e  sp ir it  as w e ll as those o f  
the body.”
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Mr John F. Morgan, 43 Market Street, Manchester, has been  »jvj 
some Sunday lectures on “ Modem Spiritualism.” Ho also lectures 
Temperance, Vegetarianism, &c., and offers his services to those v,] ̂  
will get up meetings within a reasonable distance of Manchester. ' °

A committee or class connected with the Darlington Mechanics’ 
Institute had a paper read to them on Spiritualism by Mr Richmond 
They afterwards enacted the force of “ investigating” the phenomena in 
three badly conducted “ circles,” and reported the proceedings in an 
uproarious public meeting. If  the spiritualists are hasty in their 
conclusions, what shall we say of their opponents ?

Mr Marshall, Barnsley, made his Turkish Bath out of an old brew- 
house. For one month the Bath was free, and was crowded every 
night. This gave it great publicity. Good returns are now being made, 
even at the small sum charged. Little collier boys go in black as 
negroes, and come out fair and clean as cherubs. Mr Marshall showed 
the true philanthropic spirit by patronising the poor at the beginning. 
A large cistern makes an excellent plunge bath, which is much relished. 
At Rotherham, Mr Gates has opened a Bath which is doing considerable 
business. There is ample scope for these institutions all over the land.

A Birmingham correspondent thinks the Shelley spiritualists, in 
giving up the reading of periodicals because they get good spiritin' 
communications, are like the man who sold his saucepan to get some 
potatoes to put into it, and thereupon proceeds to make considerate 
mirth at our expense for endorsing Mr Sykes’ conduct in the matter. 
Our correspondent thinks that if such beautiful truths are received by 
Mr Sykes, he should have them printed and circulated for the good of 
others. He is also of opinion that this disregard of material means • 
an approach to fanaticism, and recommends that all means witifo 
reach shoul d be used. We concur with him on the whole, and y:t 
diner in adhering to our former position. Reading may be the lest 
form of obtaining knowledge under certain circumstances; but we

m e s it a t in n iv  declare it to be a most barbarous.

man

fa ls e ,  mode of receiving instruction. The 
Id  b e  conducted without books, as it is in m an y =eh. -? 
ml e n t ir e ly  so in the “ Summer Land.” People woo 
ze: knowledge get a magazine (twopence off the fihi2®£ 
*i think they are the wiser for it. We would aak the® 

ot tne knowledge from to write the first book? k
.".edge at the circle, which we sincerely believe, otfon
they adopt the proper means. If chairmen, J***” 
mrs a: conventions are wanted, then there are p---i
: few care for spiritual wisdom, 

e l f i s h  sentiment, that impels 
now that a different spirit 

add be more widely imitated If 
to operation, the atmosphere needs < 
e of knowledge for all to drink it in to i 
"hi come into use soon, and save us <
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