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P o p u la r  F a lla c ie s

\ /T O D E R N  living is heavily burdened with traditional beliefs pleas- 
antly preserved as mottoes, adages, and familiar sayings. Orig 

inally worked into samplars by hopeful maidens, or garnished with 
rosebuds and hung over the living-room door, these cherished phrases 
have been lovingly remembered by the older generation and bestowed 
upon the young as a rich treasure of advice and admonition.

We have no desire to discredit the ancestral axioms merely because 
they are remnants of a distant day, but much of the advice which they 
contain had no vitality at any time, and their only contribution to the 
human consciousness has been the nostalgic mood.

Every generation, grown wise in its own conceits, is resolved to 
enlighten the future with precious opinions and conclusions. We have 
inherited not only the mottoes, but also the common fault of manufac 
turing new well-turned phrases of like quality. Mistaking euphony for 
utility, we assume that an elegant statement must needs embody an 
elegant idea. Having memorized a selection of these immortal cliches, 
we can gain a substantial reputation for good advice artistically be 
stowed. It little concerns us what may happen to those who attempt 
to apply pithy sentences to pressing problems.

This type of literary lore is not always detrimental to the public 
good, but who knows when and where to stop when obsessed by the 
determination to reveal innate maturity of judgment? It has been my
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unfortunate lot to listen while self-appointed authorities sustained ab 
surd conclusions by somewhat incorrect quotations from traditional 
truisms. Like the Scriptures, the words of honored men and unknown 
rustic philosophers are too high and too distant for honest examination. 
Even to doubt is sacrilege, for the ancient and the divine share a com 
mon infallibility.

Perhaps it would be better for all of us if we practiced the pro 
cedure that “honesty is the best policy” or that “a stitch in time save£ 
nine.” But, unfortunately, these are not the axioms most likely to be 
remembered or most deeply respected. By a strange circumstance that 
has something to do with the human mind, we forget such mottoes as 
might interfere with our present projects, and cling desperately to 
those most remarkable for their nuisance value. It is the same with 
the Scriptures. Few clergymen, with wealthy congregations, would 
today be inclined to select for their sermons Scriptural texts referring 
to the blessings and virtues of poverty or the advantages, in terms of 
soul growth, to be gained by prominent industrialists distributing their 
worldly goods to the poor and seeking first the kingdom of heaven.

The present tendency is to select rather annoying quotations, often 
with a trace of spitefulness, and toss them at our acquaintances as a 
reminder that they have exhibited definite character deficiencies, espe 
cially in their conduct toward us. In the war of small talk that 
follows, we have an elegant opportunity to imply that our own addic 
tion to noble sentiments has been horribly exploited, and that our 
sufferings in life are due to our devotion to principles so lofty that ai 
profane world can never appreciate or understand our spotless motives.

Distance, even in mental perspective, bestows enchantment. Man 
is an incurable romanticist, and when he conjures visions of the past 
from the misty deep he is inclined to follow the well-worn formula, of 
which Don Quixote de la Mancha is the classical personification. The 
day of the motto builders is envisioned as a lush and verdant era of 
spiritual growth. In these “goode olde times,” citizens full of grace 
lived every axiom to the letter, and their piety has been the envy of the 
ages. Actually, these sanctified ancestors were a disputatious lot as 
completely addicted to their own peculiarities as the most wilful of 
their descendants. Much of their so-called piety was a heartless resolu 
tion to inflict upon their families and their communities the jot and 
tittle of codes and doctrines outwardly full of merit, and inwardly 
devoid of spiritual grace.

It is often a little difficult for one who has been deluged with 
platitudes to resist the temptation to revolt against the whole field of 
traditional beliefs. Thus it comes about that the good is discarded with 
the bad and we lose a number of useful concepts along with obviously
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false notions. We are creatures of extremes, and the middle path of 
moderation is difficult to walk. None can deny the value of the world’s 
experience, and much time can be saved if we have the courage and 
wisdom to avoid the common errors which living itself has revealed. 
It requires considerable discrimination both to give sound advice and 
to receive it. Without thoughtfulness and the contemplation of useful 
precepts, we must hasten on to the same misfortunes which afflicted our 
predecessors. At the same time, we should realize that the course of 
human society has undergone revolutionary changes. It is not possible 
for us to live successfully all the codes of the past, nor can we adapt to 
present needs all the good advice of long ago.

Let us consider, for example, the concept of charity and the well- 
intentioned counsel of the past respecting the virtues of charitable in 
clination. The word chanty now implies the act o f loving all men as 
brothers because they are the sons o f God; or a general feeling o f 
benevolence; good will to the poor and the suffering, and private 
or public provision for the relief o f the poor; or, finally, lenience in 
judging men and their actions. St. Paul placed great emphasis upon 
charity as a Christian virtue, and admonished all who professed the 
religion of Christ to practice charity in all its several meanings.

In popular usage, charity has come to mean only the support o f the 
indigent, and we have numerous institutions administering public 
funds to this end. It might be an exaggeration to say, however, that 
the administrators of these funds are particularly charitable in the 
sense of profound feeling of affection or benevolence or any special 
good will to the poor. The aged and the unfortunate are often sub 
jected to humiliation and downright neglect because they have been 
forced to turn to charity for survival. True brotherhood or any kindly 
sympathetic overtone is the exception rather than the rule. The Chris 
tian virtue has descended to a grudging acceptance of an unpleasant 
responsibility.

Nor has Christian charity caused the average person any profound 
affection for all men as brothers. He is still desperately in love with 
himself, his own peculiar kind, and his own favored institutions. 
When we suggest that he enlarge his charitable instincts, he accuses us 
of a sickly and impractical idealism. Even the religious conviction 
that we are all sons of one God is not sufficient to induce us to any 
community of generous instincts, if these in any way be contrary to 
the “gentle workings” of the profit system. If we fail in generalities, 
we have also achieved a vast ruin in particulars. The very thought 
that we should be lenient in judging others and their actions is simply 
beyond comfortable consideration. Unless we can suspect most folks 
of innumerable failings and ulterior motives, there is practically no
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subject remaining to vitalize conversation. From the time of St. Paul 
to the present year of the Atomic Age, we have seldom missed an op 
portunity to disintegrate the reputations of each other. For the most 
part, all that remains to charity is the word, and in the course of time 
the Dictionary will modify its definitions to meet the mood of the 
majority. Words have no meaning apart from usage, and usage, in 
this case, defies definition.

If thoughts of charity depress us, we can try another grand old 
word—patience. The Dictionary tells us that patience, as sufferance, is 
now obsolete. Most of us found that out before it was discovered by 
the editors of the unabridged. Patience is the state, quality, power, or 
fact o f being patient. By checking patient, we learn that it means to 
bear pains and trials or the like without complaint or with equanimity; 
or exercising forebearance under provocation; or to be expectant with 
calmness or without discontent; or, again, to be undisturbed by ob 
stacles, delays, or failures. Remembering the old motto, “Patience is a 
virtue,” we wonder to what degree this virtue is now flourishing. One 
is inclined to suspect that the Dictionary is indulging a distinct ten 
dency toward romanticism.

Imagine yourself exercising forebearance under provocation, or 
even exercising it without provocation. Also, contemplate a world 
expectant with calmness or without discontent, or our own relatives 
bearing anything with equanimity or undisturbed by obstacles, delays, 
and failures. The very phrases remind us only of the spotless heroes 
of Horatio Alger.

Yet, there are few, indeed, not proud of their legitimate claim to 
outstanding attainments in both charity and patience. We are literally 
paragons of these virtues! But how does it happen that such noble 
creatures are continually suffering from the consequences of unchar 
itable and impatient thoughts and actions? Or who shall say we are 
better off in any department of our affairs because we have compla 
cently failed to practice what we preach? Perhaps the young lady 
who embroidered gentle mottoes to prove her skill with the needle 
sewed wiser than she knew—only time can tell.

We know today that most of the misfortunes which afflict the life 
and health of the individual are due to his own intemperances. Here 
again, however, the word intemperance has come to mean some kind 
of physical overindulgence, especially addiction to alcohol and nar 
cotics. Unfortunately, the most dangerous intemperances are not of 
this world, but flourish condoned and uncorrected in the subtle sub 
stances of the human disposition. It has long been remarkable how 
lovingly we nurse, defend, and practice traits of character detrimental 
to ourselves and injurious to others. Because these highly personal
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faults and failings are not punishable by the law of the land unless, or 
until, they lead to crime or violence, we assume that we can indulge 
them without fear of retribution.

Psychology, as the science evolves, reveals the operations of cause 
and effect in die habit-patterns of the human personality. The moment 
we depart from moderate attitudes and allow ourselves the luxury of 
negative, critical, or impatient thinking, we set in motion causes of 
future trouble for ourselves. We cannot in any way escape the results 
of our mental and emotional intemperances. We must face the fact 
that all which is not temperate is intemperate, and all that is intemperate 
is detrimental. Unfortunately, words cannot convey the true serious 
ness of the situation. The miseries resulting from indulging unreason 
able attitudes must be felt to be fully appreciated. But the day of reck 
oning always comes, and we pay with pain and sorrow for our failure 
to live in a worthy and proper manner.

The greatest health insurance in the world is a cheerful, generous, 
and uncritical disposition. We may miss a few opportunities to reveal 
our sophistication, and we may even be convicted of naivete, but the 
temporary plaudits of very stupid people can scarcely compensate for 
arteriosclerosis or chronic irritation of the intestinal tract. If you do 
not believe this, wait and see.

So with the “stitch in time” and “the ounce of prevention” ever 
in mind, we can actually add years of pleasant, useful, and profitable 
living to our mortal expectancy. Only the virtuous can afford to die 
young, and those whose disintegration is hastened by their own intem 
perances hurry to an end for which they are ill prepared. The trouble 
seems to be that, while we have good intentions on the surface of our 
characters, there are deep and apparently irresistible pressures which 
overwhelm our natural resolutions and sweep us from our reasonable 
footings. Even while we resolve to do good, evil is ever nigh unto us. 
From this unequal struggle between depths and surfaces comes the 
plaintive wail which is supposed to be a satisfactory explanation for all 
things: “I can’t help it.”

Even this overworked phrase embodies a modicum of fact. The 
average person cannot help responding to instincts and impulses which 
have never been disciplined or properly conditioned. While civilizing 
the outer appearance of mankind, we have neglected to bring the 
glad tidings of a better way of life to the barbarian within. Nor can 
this uncouth provincial be cultured by brute force or a violent deter 
mination. Sometimes he can be shown the light merely by being ex 
posed to a vast amount of common sense, for even the savage does not 
like to be uncomfortable.
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The internal pressure, already mentioned, is a cause of constant 
astonishment to those not personally afflicted. It is hard to understand 
the turmoil and confusion which agitate the dispositions of the major 
ity of mortals. We become so accustomed to ourselves, our faults, and 
our limitations that we gradually accept our own moods as natural and 
even as inevitable. We expect to be accepted or rejected as a compound, 
and those not interested in the “package” can select their friends else 
where. There are several pithy sentences about real friendship endur 
ing in spite of human frailties, and we always quote one of these 
when our conduct becomes inexcusable.

Self-analysis, always sympathetic with our side of problems, usually 
discovers that when we lose control of our dispositions it is because we 
have been aggravated beyond endurance or else because we are victims 
of psychological drives from within. In either case, the condition is 
due to circumstances completely beyond our control. Others are to 
blame, or the cause is simply the irresistible pressure of the times. 
Of course, it is quite possible to accumulate considerable evidence to jus 
tify either conclusion. More interested in such justification than in the 
correction and control of our own reactions, we permit tendencies to 
develop into actual compulsions.

Antiquity discovered that what we call dispositional tendencies de 
scended through families and were exaggerated from generation to gen 
eration unless closed patterns were broken by the infusion of new char 
acteristics. This applied not only to dispositional trends, but also to 
abilities and capacities. Early observations led to the conclusion that 
aptitudes were, at least in part, a matter of blood, and the perpetuation 
of arts and sciences was entrusted to families. A good example was the 
healing cult of Asclepius. The most distinguished physicians among 
the Greeks were directly descended from the sons of Asclepius. Su 
perficial interpreters of this phenomenon have been inclined to assume 
that the family formed itself into a closed corporation from motives of 
monopoly. But greater thoughtfulness suggests a more honorable 
explanation.

At the period when this cult of healers flourished, medicine was 
largely an intuitive science. The physician was born and was not the 
product of intensive scientific training. His success depended upon 
instinct and intuition, and these subtle dimensions of judgment prob 
ably were hereditary. The son of the physician was by inheritance and 
environment more likely to become a successful practitioner than a 
stranger who could be instructed only by intensive indoctrination. 
Nor should the factor of honor be excluded. The perpetuation of a 
long-established reputation was a challenge to integrity and to the foun 
dation of personal success.



1950 POPULAR FALLACIES 7

Today some thoughtfulness in the matter will show that disposi 
tions and personality pressures, or at least tendencies to these, are 
bestowed by ancestry along with appearance, tastes, and aptitudes. It 
follows that an accumulation of undesirable legacies of this kind can 
require heroic measures for their correction. It is not easy to combat 
the blood stream, but it is equally difficult to endure the results of in 
ternal conflict. The popular belief that education, as imposed from the 
outside, will inevitably remedy temperamental delinquencies has slight 
foundation in fact. The civilizing of the human subconscious is a 
project which requires both inclination and well-directed industry.

The inclination is frequently present, but the well-directed industry 
is usually absent. W e will do anything that does not require much 
effort, but if we undertake a truly arduous endeavor we expect to be 
rewarded in the coin of the realm rather than in social graces. Even 
when we realize that our temperaments are impelling us in the direc 
tion of inevitable disaster, we are more ready to accept the worst than 
we are to attack the causes with real courage. All to the contrary, not 
withstanding, no one has to be disagreeable. We will continue to be 
so, however, as long as we gain a private enjoyment at the expense of 
ourselves and the public weal.

Historians love to compare one civilization with another in the 
hope of discovering bona fide evidence that their own is the best. 
Civilization means a condition or a state o f social culture; and culture, 
in turn, is described by the Dictionary as evincing itself in delicacy of 
taste and nicety o f breeding. It implies refinement, enlightenment, 
and the unfoldment o f the intellectual aspect o f collective existence. 
Any resemblance to the present state of humanity appears to be purely 
coincidental. We have yet to learn that civilization begins with the 
individual, and cannot be more refined than the natural instincts of 
the separate citizens. Civilization is not a framework of good laws 
and usages imposed by a State upon its inhabitants. It is the release 
through the people of a quality of collective action originating in the 
refinement of private conduct.

We have suggested that certain general beliefs which have become 
proverbial may be so eternally true as to justify their perpetuation and 
their application to present-day affairs. Perhaps, then, we will not be 
accused of impiety if we point out other axioms and moralisms that 
are less pertinent. Here again we cannot take the attitude of accepting 
all or none; we must discriminate, be grateful for what is useful, and 
have the courage to discard that which is useless or even detrimental. 
We have passed that point in growth which justifies unthinking accept 
ance of any code or doctrine. We must all obey, but we must learn
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to obey that which merits obedience. There is no gain to anyone by 
blind acceptance of tradition or its by-products.

Even the Scriptures are not entirely consistent when it comes to 
codes of ethics. In one place, for example, we are advised to answer a 
fool according to his follies, but a few lines from this precious thought 
it says: “Answer not a fool according to his folly.” It seems that the 
choice is left with us, and we may be depended upon to choose that 
which is most expedient. The unhappy result of the tyranny of Biblical 
quotations, especially in the training of the young, cannot be over 
estimated. Many atheists and agnostics trace their doubts and misgiv 
ings directly to the abuse of Bible quotations by sanctimonious elders. 
To bring up children on adages is a serious mistake, especially when 
these pious phrases seemingly have brought slight improvement to 
those who use them so generously.

I remember a certain institution, housing orphans and deserted 
children, which displayed on the wall of a small room used as a chapel 
the following motto in large letters: “Children should be seen and not 
heard.” In just what way this contributed to the morale of the little 
ones is uncertain, but there it was—a glory of gilt and fine old English 
script. A family I once knew, which held the neighborhood record 
for domestic strife and a near record for community inebriation, always 
fell back on the good old quotation, “Honor thy father and thy 
mother,” when the numerous offspring decided to contribute their 
share to the domestic brawl. It is still true, motto or no motto, that 
to be honored, we must be honorable. Probably, I am referring to an 
extreme case, but it is astonishing how frequently extreme cases are 
present where things are going badly.

In terms of essential civilization, the supremacy of might over right 
went into the discard with the divinity of kings and the whole structure 
of feudal ethics. In the home, imperialism is no more desirable or 
essentially constructive than in the body politic. Human relations must 
gradually be shifted to a merit system if we expect the modern home 
to survive in this pressure-ridden economic era. The old methods of 
requiring and demanding family allegiance are gone forever, but this 
does not justify that the family be politically socialized or the children 
become the property of the State to protect them from abuse and 
neglect. In all fairness, we may say that we have reached that stage 
in human evolution when the real home as it should be can at last 
come into existence. All we need is some of the faith, hope, and 
charity tastefully expressed on Christmas cards, Easter greetings, and 
suggested telegrams for all occasions.

Parents tell us that it is difficult to handle wayward children with 
loving kindliness, and then the F. B. I. and the local law-enforcement
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agencies point out that it is next to impossible to handle the adult 
population at all. In merry England, it ilsed to be fashionable to leave 
a space in the mantlepiece for a cherished motto. One of these that 
gained large favor read, “A good example is the best instruction.” If 
these good words had made a deeper impression, it would not be 
necessary to create new agencies to care for juvenile and other delin 
quents. We can go to a psychiatrist and spend hundreds of dollars to 
discover the facts clearly stated on the Elizabethan chimneypiece.

There is a strong belief sustained by appropriate adages that when 
a home is tottering what is needed is children or more children. “Noth 
ing holds folks together like the little ones,” observed granny, as she 
stuffed a fresh supply of tobacco into her clay pipe. The oracle had 
spoken, and its words have complicated no end the ills that flesh is heir 
to. As a matter of fact, it requires a considerable broadening and deep 
ening of human understanding to bring children into a home. We 
must realize that human individuality is appearing much earlier in the 
young than it did a century ago. As Emily Post points out, small 
children are now people and must be treated as such. Unfortunately, 
they are people with definite dispositions, but lack maturity of under 
standing. It is almost impossible to reason with a small child or to 
bestow upon it any practical concept of the consequences of its conduct 
and requirements.

In many cases, children present a more complicated situation than 
the presence of another adult. It is quite possible that a grown person 
will exercise restraint and thoughtfulness, and will adapt his conduct 
to the requirements of the moment. Also, it is likely that he can be 
included in family discussions, and difficulties corrected before they 
reach dangerous proportions. With the small child it is different. 
The parents find their own activities curtailed, their freedom of action 
seriously inhibited, their personal interests subordinated, and their 
finances deflected from themselves to the requirements of the child. 
In these days when husbands and wives demand a large measure of 
personal freedom and wish to protect their separate activities, the sud 
den change to common responsibilities is not always successful.

Many cases have come to my attention where children have 
actually broken homes, not because they were in anyway especially
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demanding, but because of the inevitable demands which they brought 
with them. Some adults cannot survive the division of affection and 
actually become jealous of their own offspring. It may be hard for an 
old-fashioned parent who was completely absorbed in family life to 
estimate the changes in human society. Part of the change is due toi 
the enormous increase in educational advantages. Most persons today 
reach maturity capable of independent economic existence. Even in 
marriage this independence is cherished, and its by-products in the 
form of broad social or cultural interests are not easily sacrificed. 
Therefore, it would be wiser to assume that the more secure the home, 
the greater the probability that children will be welcome and will 
receive the attention which they require. Furthermore, the secure 
home is the only one that can provide an example suitable to prevent 
the development of undesirable character traits in the child.

It is equally foolish to attempt to hold incompatible parents to 
gether because of children. Once a home loses its essential dignity, it 
ceases to perform its function. Parental inharmony results in nervous, 
hypersensitive, neurotic children, whose later lives will be overshadowed 
by the tensions to which they were subjected in formative years. It is 
wiser to live harmoniously with one parent than inharmoniously with 
bodi. Often, decisions of this kind require the judgment of a Solomon, 
but experience, especially contemporary findings, is the safest guide.

We toss around the phrase, “Honesty is the best policy,” and any 
one attempting to argue the point would immediately lose caste. A 
great deal, however, depends upon what we mean by honesty. If we 
imply a dogged determination to keep the laws of the community and 
always to sell twelve eggs to the dozen, our honesty may be its only 
reward. If, with our resolution to be literally honest, we add a fair 
measure of intelligence, there will be fewer cases of the exploitation of 
good intentions by the unscrupulous. Usually we compromise our own 
integrity somewhere along the line because we hope to profit thereby, 
and thus we become the victims of our own cupidity. Most people 
who lament their losses fail to mention that they have secretly hoped 
to get something for nothing. What they usually get is experience.

There is nothing more pathetic than a double-crosser who has been 
double-crossed. Immediately, he becomes violently honorable and has 
no words to express his contempt for those who cheated him before 
he had a chance to cheat them. As this part of the story is seldom told, 
the unsuspecting listener may develop considerable sympathy where 
it is undeserved. It is a fact in Nature that most injustices are com 
pensatory. There are laws eternally operating which are no respecters 
of persons, but administer cause and effect without partiality.
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The synonyms for honesty are uprightness, trustworthiness, equity, 
justice, and fairness. None of these are limited to the simple concept, 
of weights and measures or rigid truthfulness at the expense of kindli 
ness and courtesy. The thought of equity is strong, but so is upright 
ness essentially a state of consciousness. The practice of equity results 
from the internal code of honor, and honesty without honor is a body 
without a soul. By restricting the meanings of words to their physical 
implications only, we deprive their meanings of fullness and depth. 
If we really considered the terms we apply to our ethical concepts, 
we would realize that our actions too often express only a fragment 
of the implied virtue or quality. Even the Dictionary can contribute 
a vital impulse to man’s moral and cultural concepts. We could not 
truthfully say that honesty is impractical if we cultivated the virtues 
which the word implies and applied them systematically and intelli 
gently as guides to conduct.

Too many of us function from what we please to call a realistic 
perspective. Realism in the world of art is the assumption that the 
truth is deficient in grace, and that all things considered factually are 
sordid and morally grotesque. When someone announces in a tone 
of resolution that he is about to favor us with his honest opinion, we 
brace ourselves for the shock. Almost certainly, some cherished 
dream is about to be annihilated or someone’s character demolished 
with a sweeping stroke of frankness. W e must be protected from sus 
pecting good and be pressed back onto the narrow path of disillusion 
ment. Uprightness is lost in the confusion, and it gradually dawns 
upon our afflicted minds that we have been fed a quantity of personal 
prejudice in the fair name of honor. Naturally, such processes bring 
few constructive results, and the person with honesty on his lips and 
larceny in his heart decides that the world does not appreciate his 
peculiar blend of ethical qualities.

While on the subject of traditional truisms that are devoid of truth, 
it might be practical to consider another ancient and honorable mis 
take. Present modes of life with the impermanence of the home as a 
physical institution have, to a degree, corrected the condition, but it 
still lingers among those who cling to the old ways. The Central 
American Indian nations arranged their calendar so that every fifty- 
two years they had a grand housecleaning. At this time, they bundled 
the past into one package and threw it away—an admirable practice.

Because they believed that the world might come to an end be 
fore the beginning of a new fifty-two-year calendar cycle, these de 
lightful aborigines decided to meet the future, in this world or the next, 
with clean hands and an upright spirit. They forgave all their enemies, 
canceled all their debts, cleaned house, bestowed good counsel upon
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their issue, and terminated all unfinished business. Frequently, they 
took this occasion also to destroy all their household goods, and with 
the dawn of the new cycle they installed fresh furniture and fixtures. 
This emancipation from the immediate and remembered past reduced 
the probability of long-standing neuroses, and also prevented the com 
pounding of the public debt.

The ancestral home, which lingers in the memory of modern man, 
was an unpleasant mass of knickknacks. The principal living room 
was little better than a branch of the local morgue. The blinds and 
shutters were tightly closed, and the room itself ventilated only im 
mediately prior to a visit by the local parson. The walls were covered 
with an intricately fitted arrangement of pictures, portraits, and plaques 
in low relief. Marble-topped tables supported bell-like contrivances of 
glass, protecting wax flowers or, perhaps, remnants of a bridal wreath. 
Dominant were the likenesses of stern-faced ancestors in shadowbox 
frames, from which dangled mementos, priceless in the sense of worth 
less. Cabinets and catchalls gathered dust, and even the curtains with 
their red-velour tassels were decorated with small articles pinned lov 
ingly to the folds. All the chairs were uncomfortable, but could not 
be discarded because of sanctified associations. In this hushed, dank, 
and nostalgic atmosphere, the holy relics of the dear, dead past kept 
old memories vivid and old wounds green.

Occasionally, I have been privileged to share in reminiscences. 
The little blue ribbon belonged to Fido who departed into the eternal 
dogdom thirty years ago. In the hope that I was interested, the album 
was brought out. The yellowing photographs showed that Fido was 
a likable little creature with bright eyes and a perky tail; but alas, he 
was in the arms of sister Jennie whose name is no longer mentioned
because...............  In the next picture, he lay at the feet of Uncle
Ephram who cheated the family out of the back forty acres. This 
story must be revived in all its gory details. Fido is next shown play 
ing with a small boy. This lad was a World War I casualty, and with 
a little interest I was shown his first shoes, his schoolbooks, and innu 
merable other touching mementos. Thus, Fido opened the door to 
more memories than should be remembered; and with minds so full 
of the past, there was little space remaining for present values and 
future hopes.

It is a wise, if unsentimental, plan to close completely and cleanly 
those chapters of life which the circumstances of Nature have finished. 
It is a mistake to burden the new with the rubbish of the old. Things 
with heavy associations exercise a subtle force upon the human mind. 
Sometimes this force operates only in the subconscious, but this in no 
way diminishes the intensity of repeatedly stimulated recollections.
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If a person establishes a new home, undertakes a new venture, or tries 
to recover from old hurts and pains, he should clean house. He may 
feel that he is being false to something, and it may take quite a bit of 
courage, but it is by far the better way. Here is one time when thrift 
is apt to be unthrifty. James and John Stuart Mill, in their philosophy 
of associationalism, have proved that inanimate objects exercise a mag 
ical power by revitalizing old memories. Often the process is so subtle 
that it is never recognized by those most involved, but contemporary 
research shows that simple knickknacks, old protographs, etc., can 
exercise a negative and disintegrating influence upon new ventures.

Here again the facts are contrary to the sentimental considerations. 
Anything, however, that revives unhappy recollections strengthens 
neurotic tendencies. As accumulators are themselves inclined to be 
neurotic, they cannot afford to perpetuate introspective musings or 
that bitter sweetness they even like to cuddle. Perhaps Plato had 
these sensitive souls in mind when he observed that the living were 
ruled by the dead. No one keeps faith with the past by denying the 
rights of the present. It is wrong for all concerned if we take the 
attitude that past bonds and obligations require that we deprive our 
selves of life, hope, and the pursuit of happiness.

There are so many quaint customs and curious beliefs that few 
of us escape them all. Every family has its own peculiar collection, 
or at least one or two, which threatens the free exercise of contemporary 
convictions. Take, for example, the thought, “the less said, the sooner 
mended.” This little gem of logic sounds profoundly wise, but re 
reading suggests that anything said requires some kind of mending, 
and only silence is without need of repair. It seems to me that ■ the 
quality of the thing said has a bearing on the consequences. I have 
heard things said that could never be mended, and other things left 
unsaid which would have had a great power to mend. Usually, words 
spoken from the heart are remedial, but when they are spoken from 
a prejudiced, embittered, or selfish mind, they are an abomination 
unto the spirit.

This suggests that mottoes, adages, and the like are not always 
universally true, but may be truthful under certain conditions—usually, 
other conditions. A rich source of proverbial utterances is the Shake 
spearean folio. I remember one bellingerent matron who seldom 
missed the opportunity to sigh mountainously and quote: ‘“ Tis sharper 
than a serpent’s tooth to have a thankless child.” Unfortunately, she 
was out of context, but this in no way interfered with her addiction to 
the line. In truth, she and King Lear had much in common. Each 
of them neglected miserably a daughter who sacrificed herself in 
their service, but with the embittered mother, it was a matter of inter-



14 HORIZON Spring

pretation. Her daughter’s fault was that she broke away from ma 
ternal domination, married the man she loved, and built her own 
home. This was unforgiveable, because it interfered with the mother’s 
determination to be waited on for the rest of her life.

This brings out a most vital consideration relating to axiomatic 
statements in general. They are usually quoted to justify one’s own 
desires and preferences, with the hope that they will accomplish a 
purpose which cannot be attained by factual thought or discussion. 
They become secret weapons and sources of pressure and are frequently 
used most unfairly.

Aristotle, still held in high favor, maintained that oratory, or the 
force of words, was a justifiable means of pressing an argument. If 
the mind were deluged with learned utterances, it might be unduly 
influenced so that natural inclinations would be blocked or frustrated. 
The modern semantic group is attempting the development of a non- 
Aristotelian technique. Its purpose is to rescue words from unfair 
usage and to restore them to their original dignity as means for the 
communication of knowledge. Language is the vehicle of ideas. 
What we seek to share is the essential substance of these ideas. The 
modern tendency to substitute words for thoughts instead of using 
words to express thoughts is responsible for many of the deficiencies 
of our educational system and our social life. We must escape from 
the tyranny of words or, more correctly, from tyrants who use words 
to perpetuate tyranny rather than to liberate the human consciousness.

The directional use of words is a kind of exaggeration, a subtle 
falsification originating in some ulterior motive or impulse. Burdened 
with this pressure, simple, beautiful words and sayings lose their 
nobility and utility and become unsuspected sources of disturbance and 
even tragedy. The fault lies in man himself and his inability to detach 
his thinking from his prejudices. He is seldom content merely to ex 
press himself. He requires that his expresions shall be accepted, and 
shall exercise a force in excess of their factual content. Therefore, he 
does not say: “I do not like Mr. Jones;” rather he says: “No one with a 
brain in his head can tolerate Jones.” Actually, the second statement 
is completely unfactual. The speaker is in no position to prove that 
Jones is friendless or that his acquaintances, if he has any, are morons. 
Somehow the speaker feels that the simple statement of his own dis 
like might indicate some defect in himself or lack sufficient significance 
to devastate Jones, so he instinctively throws the burden of judgment 
and criticism upon a larger nonexisting group or upon one or two 
others of his own mind, and further attempts to alienate other friends 
or prospective friends of Jones by insinuating that any fondness for 
Jones indicates imbecility.
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Advertising sets the example for such policies. The phrase, 
“Slocum soap washes three times faster,” leaves a thought dangling 
in the air. We instinctively ask in our minds, “Faster than what?” 
Fair-trade practices forbid the advertiser to finish his own sentence, 
so he leaves with us the implication that his product leads the field. 
Here is a tricky use of words which preserves the letter, but violates 
the spirit of business ethics. W e do the same thing when we say of
someone, “I guess he is all right, bu t___ ” W e cannot be convicted
of libel for we have actually made no accusation. At the same time, 
however, we have pointed a direction of thinking which may prove 
more detrimental to the victim than anything v/e could actually have 
said. If later confronted with our own implications, we become right 
eously indignant and wounded to the quick. We did nothing, but 
we did it effectively.

In these times when the whole human family is struggling against 
old prejudices and new antagonisms, thoughtful persons will be care 
ful not to contribute negative thoughts or words. They will not con 
jure up directional phrases or quote old truths or axioms to the detri 
ment or discomfort of each other. If we have beliefs and convictions, 
we will express them simply and honestly, and say nothing that we 
are not willing to defend by direct and honorable means. W e will 
not fall back upon words to save us in an emergency, but will keep, 
out of emergencies, at least of our own making, by functioning from 
a level of generous integrity, charity, and uprighteousness.

Titles of nobility sometimes include extraordinary presumptions. Disraeli 
wrote that the King of Arracam rejoiced in the following appelations: 
“Emperor of Arracam, possessor of the white elephant, and the two earrings, 
and in virtue of their possession legitimate heir of Pegu and Brama; lord of 
the twelve provinces of Bengal, and the twelve kings who placed their heads 
under his feet.”

Another Asiatic monarch called himself “the king of kings, whom all 
others should obey, the cause of the preservation of all animals; the regulator 
of the seasons, the absolute master of the ebb and flow of the sea, brother to 
the sun, and the king of the four and twenty umbrellas.” The king of Achem 
was “the sovereign of the universe, whose body is as luminous as the sun: 
whom God created to be as accomplished as the moon at her plenitude; 
whose eye glistens as the northern star; a king as spiritual as a ball is round; 
whom when he rises shades all his people; from under whose feet a sweet 
odor is wafted . . . ” etc., etc.



Taoism
T N the course of time, the name Tao-

ism has come to be applied in a two 
fold way. First, it represents a system 
of mystical and moral philosophy found 
ed by the ancient Chinese sage, Lao-tse; 
and second, it has come by extension to 
cover the whole indigenous religious 
and ethical culture of the Chinese peo 
ple. Although extremely abstract in its 
principles, Taoism has for centuries been 
the favorite cult of the common people, 
and has a large following among the 
merchant and agricultural classes. It 
has always been a vigorous opponent of 
the formalities and class distinctions of 
Confucianism. It also appealed to a 
type of mind which lacked the oppor 
tunity or inclination for extensive scho 
lastic attainments. In Taoism the em 
phasis is upon a mystical apperception, 
and the founder of the system was him 
self without formal education.

The practical advantages of Taoism 
are to be estimated in terms of content 
ment and peace of mind. The doctrines 
of Tao are said to be responsible for the 
imperturbable and unchangeable elements 
of Chinese character. Having achieved 
a certain internal poise, the intellect is 
relieved of the stress and strain asso 
ciated inevitably with ureasonable at 
tachments and ambitions.

Taoism does not give the strength or 
courage to overcome the intemperances 
of mind or emotion; rather it seems to 
so neutralize these inconstant factors that

the pressures cease of themselves. The 
Taoist is neither exercising self-control 
nor frustrating natural instincts. He has 
achieved a state of internal calmness 
which is entirely natural and sufficient. 
He is not fighting for tranquillity, but 
is basking in the pleasant temperature 
thereof.

In a country as vast and diversified 
as China, religions and philosophies are 
subject to numerous modifications and 
changes. The Taoism of today is not 
the simple moral absolutism taught so 
obscurely by Lao-tse. It has mingled 
the stream of its descent with other 
important schools of Eastern philosophy. 
Interpreters and reformers have arisen, 
and these have revised and often altered 
the earlier texts. The Taoists found 
certain schools of Hindu thought, espe 
cially the Buddhist and the Vedantic, 
much to their liking. Buddhism al 
tered the Asiatic mind more than any 
other moral system. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that we now find traces of 
Hindu and Tibetan thought mingling 
with the Chinese sects, and all these col 
ored by the activities of the Christian 
missions. It should be noted that early 
Nestorian Christianity began to modify 
phases of Chinese culture as early as the 
5th and 6th centuries A. D. TTie Chi 
nese mind was able to accept numerous 
contradictory beliefs without being dis 
concerted by the lack of uniformity. It 
is an old Chinese saying that if one re-
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l ig io n  is g o o d , tw o  a re  b e tte r . T h e  sects 
th e m se lv e s  m a y  b e  u n r e c o n c ile d , b u t  
th is  in  n o  w a y  u p sets  th e  C h in e s e  e q u i  
l ib r iu m . T h e s e  g o o d  p eo p le  a re  o fte n  
B u d d h is ts , C o n fu c ia n is ts , T a o is t s ,  C h r is t -  
t ia n s , a n d  M o h a m m e d a n s  a t  th e  sa m e  
t im e , a n d  w ill le a v e  to  th e o lo g ia n s  th e  
d e lic a te  issu e  o f  d e c id in g  w h ic h  are  
b e tte r  a n d  w h ic h  is b e st.

I t  h a s  b e e n  said  th a t  T a o is m  w as su g  
g e ste d  by th e  te a c h in g s  o f  L a o - ts e  ra th e r  
th a n  fo u n d e d  u p o n  th e m . T h i s  is a f in e  
p o in t o f  d is t in c t io n , b u t is e sse n tia lly  
tru e . T h e  m o ra l a n d  e th ic a l  im p lic a  
t io n s  o f  th is  o b scu re  C h in e s e  sy stem  
o f  tra n s c e n d e n ta lis m  h a v e  a c c u m u la te d  
a ro u n d  th e  c e n tr a l  d o c tr in e  o f  T a o .  

M o st  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la rs  o f  th e  te a c h in g  
o r ig in a te d  a m o n g  d is c ip le s  an d  sag es 
w h o  liv e d  c e n tu r ie s  a f te r  th e  A n c ie n t  
M a s te r . T h e  c o n fu s io n  h as n e v e r  b e e n  
red u ce d  to  a sa t is fa c to ry  sy s te m . P r o b  
a b ly , th e  su b d e  e le m e n ts  o f  T a o is t  m e ta  
p h y sics  co u ld  n o t su rv iv e  th e  c r y s ta ll iz  
in g  e ffe c t  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n . T h e  T a o is t  
is e ss e n tia lly  a n  in d iv id u a lis t . H is  sp ir  
itu a l a d v e n tu r e  is p e cu lia r ly  h is  o w n . 

H e  se e k s  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  o w n  u n d e r  
s ta n d in g , an d  f in d s  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  
c a p a c ity . C h w a n g -tz e  sa id  o f  th e  m y s  
te ry  o f  th e  d o c tr in e : “ I t  m a y  b e  h a n d e d  
d o w n  (b y  th e  t e a c h e r ) ,  b u t  m a y  n o t  be 
rece iv e d  (b y  h is  s c h o la r s ) .  I t  m a y  be 
a p p re h e n d e d  ( b y  th e  m in d ) ,  b u t  it  c a n  
n o t  b e  p e rce iv e d  ( b y  th e  s e n s e s ) .”

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  so m e  q u e s t io n  as to 
th e  a u th o rs h ip  o f  th e  T ao Teh King, 
b u t  m o st C h in e s e  s ch o la rs  a c k n o w le d g e  
th is  s tra n g e  b o o k  to  be th e  o n ly  lite ra ry  
re m a in s  w h ic h  ca n  be a t tr ib u te d , w ith  
re a so n a b le  c e r ta in ty , to  L a o -ts e . T h e  
c h a r a c te r  teh in  th is  case  h a s  b e e n  tr a n  
s la ted  virtue. T h i s ,  h o w e v e r , re q u ire s  a 
sp e c ia l u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  w o rd  vir 
tue. I t  is u sed  to  re p re se n t an active 
quality o r  power; a potency, o r  efficacy; 
as, fo r  e x a m p le , th e  virtue o f  a c e r ta in  
m e d ic in e  o r  re m e d y . Tao Teh K ing  is, 
th e r e fo r e , th e  c la ss ic  o f  th e  potency or 
vitality o f  T a o .  O b v io u s ly , th e  e n tire  
sy stem  d e p e n d s o n  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  
th e  w o rd  tao its e lf , a n d  h e re  th e  c o n fu  

s io n  is w o rs e  c o n fo u n d e d — e sp e c ia lly  by 
th e  e d ito rs .

C h r is t ia n  sc h o la rs , w h e n  tr a n s la t in g  
th e  B ib le  o r  se c tio n s  th e r e o f , a cce p te d  
th e  w o rd  tao as a sy n o n y m  fo r  Logos  as 
it is u sed  by S t .  J o h n . T h i s  w a s c o n  
v e n ie n t , b u t  u n fo r tu n a te . I t  w o u ld  b e  
w ise r  to  seek  th e  ro o t  o f  th e  w o rd  in  
th e  v ita lity  c u lts  o f  p r im itiv e  p eo p les. 
T h e  te rm  mana, as used  a m o n g  th e  
P o ly n e s ia n s , su g g e sts  a u n iv e rsa l v irtu e  
o r  e n e rg y  e x is t in g  in  tw o  fo r m s . T h e  
f ir s t  fo rm  o f  th is  v ir tu e  is u n iv e rsa l 
v ita lity  e v e ry w h e re  p re se n t, a n d  th e  sec  
o n d  fo rm  is a s p e c ia liz e d  v ir tu e  m a n i  
fe s t in g  th r o u g h  c re a tu re s  o f  a ll k in d s , 
a n d  b e s to w in g  u p o n  th e m  v a rio u s  po 
te n c ie s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  o w n  n a tu re s . 
D r .  P a u l C a r u s  w r ite s :  “ L a o - T z e  d is  
t in g u is h e s  tw o  k in d s  o f  T a o  o r  R e a s o n s :
( 1 )  th e  T a o  t h a t  w a s  in  th e  b e g in n in g , 
th a t  is e te rn a l a n d  im m u ta b le , th e  
d iv in e  p re se n c e , w h ic h  c a n  be o n  th e  
r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  a t th e  sa m e  t im e  on  
th e  le f t  h a n d , w h ic h  is b o d ile ss , im m a  
te r ia l , an d  n o t s e n se -p e rc e p tib le ; a n d
( 2 )  th e  T a o  t h a t  is in d iv id u a liz e d  in  
l iv in g  c re a tu re s , e sp e c ia lly  in  m a n .” 
( S e e  Lao Tze's Tao-Teh-King. C h ic a g o , 
1 8 9 8 .)

U n iv e r s a l  T a o  is th e  e te rn a l R e a so n  
o r  “ H e a v e n ’s R e a s o n .” In d iv id u a liz e d  
T a o  is th e  re a s o n in g  p o w e r o f  m a n  a n d  
is ca lle d  h u m a n  R e a s o n . C h w a n g -tz e  
c o n tra s ts  th e  tw o  R e a so n s  by sa y in g  th a t  
th e  w a y  o f  h e a v e n  p lay s th e  p a rt  o f  th e  
lo rd , a n d  th e  w a y  o f  m a n  p lay s th e  p a rt 
o f  th e  se rv a n t. T h u s ,  a ll a c tiv it ie s  
w h ic h  in  a n y  w ay  in flu e n ce  th e  d e stin ie s  
o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  are  o r d a in e d  e ith e r  by  
h e a v e n  o r  by  m a n . C h w a n g -tz e  say s : 
“ O x e n  an d  h o rse s  h a v e  fo u r  fe e t . T h a t  
is w h a t  is ca lle d  th e  h e a v e n -o rd a in e d . 
W h e n  h o rs e s ’ h e a d s a re  h a lte re d , an d  
th e  n o ses  o f  o x e n  a re  p ie rc e d , th a t  is 
ca lle d  th e  m a n -o rd a in e d . T h e r e fo r e  it 
is s a id : d o  n o t b y  th e  m a n -o rd a in e d  
o b lite ra te  th e  h e a v e n -o r d a in e d ; d o  n o t 
fo r  y o u r o w n  p u rp o ses  o b lite r a te  th e  d e  
cre e s  o f  h e a v e n ; d o  n o t b u ry  y o u r fa m e  
in  su c h  a  p u rs u it .”

T h u s ,  th e  m o ra l a n d  e th ic a l  p h ilo s  
o p h y  o f  T a o is m  is co n c e rn e d  p r im a rily



18 HORIZON Spring

w ith  th e  c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  th e  w ay  o f  
h e a v e n  an d  th e  w a y  o f  m a n , an d  th e  
re c o n c ilia tio n  o f  th a t  c o n flic t  th ro u g h  a 
m id d le  co u rs e  w h ic h  is p ro p e rly  te rm e d  
the way of moderation. T h e  d is c ip lin e  
is n o n p a ss iv e  n o n a c tio n , su g g e ste d  by 
th e  te rm  Wu Wei. T h i s  is th e  w ise  
h u m ili ty , th e  s tro n g  m e e k n e ss— o b e d i 
e n c e  w ith o u t  th e  fr u s tr a t io n  o f  th e  w ill . 
T h e  h u m a n  b e in g , by  b e c o m in g  th e  in  
s tr u m e n t o f  T a o ,  fu lf i l ls  h is  o w n  d e stin y  
w ith  d ig n ity , an d  b e co m e s  a t th e  sam e 
t im e  th e  m e d iu m  fo r  th e  f u lf i l lm e n t  o f  
th e  u n iv e rsa l d e stin y . T h u s ,  fre e d o m  is 
a t ta in e d  by  v o lu n ta ry  serv ice  o f  T a o .  
W h o  loses h is  l ife  in T a o ,  fin d s it a g a in  
an d  a tta in s  to  e v e r la s tin g  l ife .

A c c o r d in g  to  D r .  C a r u s : “ L a o - T z e ’s 
w h o le  p h ilo so p h y  c a n  be co n d e n se d  in  
th e s e  w o rd s : ‘M e n , as a ru le , a t te m p t 
f o r  p e rso n a l e n d s  to  c h a n g e  th e  T a o  
th a t  is e te r n a l;  th e y  e n d e a v o r to  c re a te  
o r  m a k e  a T a o  o f  th e ir  o w n . B u t  w h e n  
th e y  m a k e , th e y  m a r ; a ll th e y  sh ou ld  
d o  is to  le t  th e  e te rn a l T a o  h a v e  its  
w a y , an d  o th e rw is e  be h e e d le ss  o f  c o n  
s e q u e n c e s , f o r  th e n  a ll w ill be  w e ll.’ 
C h r is t  exp resses  th e  sa m e  s e n t im e n t : 
‘S e e k  ye f ir s t  th e  K in g d o m  o f  G o d  an d  
H is  r ig h te o u s n e s s ; a n d  a ll th e se  th in g s  
( t h e  n e ce ss itie s  o f  l i f e )  sh a ll b e  ad d ed  
u n to  y o u .’ ”

I f  w e  d o n o t p e r m it  o u rse lv e s  to  be 
co n fu se d  b y  th e  b a r r ie rs  o f  la n g u a g e , 
w e  sh a ll im m e d ia te ly  p e rce iv e  th a t  th e  
d o c tr in e  o f  T a o  is  id e n tic a l  w ith  th e  
m y stica l te a c h in g s  o f  P la to , P lo t in u s , 
S t .  P a u l , an d  th e  A u g u s t in ia n  m y stic s  
o f  th e  e a r ly  C h u r c h . T h e  e m p h a s is  is 
u p o n  s im p le  in te g r ity , w ith  p iety  d efin ed  
as gentle obedience to the heavenly will. 
T o  a d e g re e , th e  c o n c e p t is p erp etu ate d  
in  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l an d  m e n ta lis t  cu lts  
w h ic h  a p p ea red  in  1 9 th -c e n tu ry  C h r is  
te n d o m . U n iv e r sa l R e a s o n  w as d iv id ed  
fo r  p ra c tic a l  p u rp o ses in to  d iv in e  m in d  
a n d  m o rta l  m in d . T h e  f o r m e r  im p lie d  
in te rn a l s p ir itu a l c e r ta in ty ; an d  th e  la t  
te r ,  u n c e r ta in ty  o r  in s e c u r ity  d u e to  fe a r , 
d o u b t, an d  ig n o ra n c e .

T h e  tru e  T a o is t ,  co n v in c e d  o f  th e  re  
a l ity  o f  a h e a v e n ly  w a y , so u g h t to  a d ju s t  
h is  o w n  c h a r a c te r  an d  te m p e r a m e n t  to

th is  in te rn a l r e a l iz a t io n . H e  p rac ticed  
a le isu re  o f  so u l in  G o d . H a s te , c o n  
fu s io n , w o rld ly  a m b it io n , an d  th e  te m p  
ta tio n  to  b e c o m e  in v o lv ed  in  th e  e n te r  
p rises o f  th e  u n e n lig h te n e d  w e re  s tu d i 
o u sly  a v o id e d . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  
T a o is t  d id  n o t c o n d e m n  w o rld lin e ss  o r  
e n g a g e  in  a c ru sa d e  a g a in s t  i t .  T o  h im , 
ev en  a r e fo r m e r  is a v ic t im  o f  th e  m a n - 
m in d . T r u t h  lie s  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
t r u th , an d  n o t in  a s tru g g le  a g a in s t  
e r r o r . I t  is m a n , n o t G o d , w h o  re q u ire s  
a ss is ta n ce  in  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  
u n iv e rse . T h e  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  T a o  re  
m o v e s a ll re a so n a b le  d o u b t c o n c e r n in g  
th e  e te rn a l R e a s o n . T h i s  is th e  b e g in  
n in g  o f  tru e  re lig io n , f o r  m a n  c a n n o t  
w o rs h ip , as a ll-p u is sa n t, a co n c e p t o f 
d eity  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  re se rv a tio n s  a b o u t 
th e  su ffic ien cy  o f  th e  S u p re m e  P o w e r . 
T h e  h u m a n  p u rp o se  is n o t to  c o n q u e r  
th e  w o r ld , b u t to  c o n q u e r  th e  d re a m  o f  
w o rld  c o n q u e s t  in  o n e se lf .

A ll th e  b e a u tifu l in s tin c ts  o f  th e  h u  
m a n  m in d  an d  h e a r t , by  w h ic h  th e  
e a rth  c a n  be b e a u tif ie d  an d  e n r ic h e d , 
a re  e n d a n g e re d  by  th e  h a s ty  p u rsu it  o f  
fa ls e  v a lu e s . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  c iv i l iz a  
t io n  w ith o u t  c o m p o s u r e ; an d  b y  c o m  
p o s in g  h im s e lf , m a n  b e co m e s  su sce p tib le  
to  th e  c o sm ic  m o tio n  o f  T a o .  T h e  p e r  
fe c t  sa g e  is h e a v e n -m o v e d ; th a t  is, h e  is 
m o v e d  by  th e  e te rn a l R e a s o n  m a n ife s t  
in g  as p e r fe c t  h a r m o n y  a n d  rh y th m . 
T h e  ig n o ra n t  m a n  fu n c t io n s  o n  su rfa ce s  
a n d  th in k s  in  te rm s  o f  e x te n t. T h e  
w ise  m a n  s triv es  fo r  p e n e tr a tio n , fo r  
d ep th  ra th e r  th a n  a re a . P e n e tr a t io n  is 
p o ssib le  o n ly  to  th o se  w h o  a t ta in  t r a n  
q u ill i ty . T h e  fa c u lt ie s  re q u ire d  fo r  th e  
a p p e rce p tio n  o f  d e p th  a re  to o  se n sitiv e  
to  o p e ra te  w h ile  th e  m in d  is p ossessed  
by  te n s io n s  o f  a n y  k in d .

B e fo r e  w e g o  fu r th e r , it w ill be  w ell 
to  a n tic ip a te  a p ra c tica l q u e s t io n  w h ic h  
w ill a r ise  in  th e  O c c id e n ta l m in d : W h a t  
h as b e en  th e  e ffe c t  o f  T a o is m  o n  C h i  
n e se  co n sc io u sn e ss ?  I n  o th e r  w o rd s , 
h a s  it o p e ra te d  su cce ss fu lly  in  a d v a n c in g  
th e  liv es a n d  fo r tu n e s  o f  its o w n  fo l  
lo w e rs . T h i s  in q u iry  is  n a tu ra lly  su g  
g ested  by th e  u n fo r tu n a te  c o n d it io n  o f  
th e  p eo p le  o f  C h in a  an d  th e  la c k  o f  m a -
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te r ia l an d  in d u s tr ia l  p ro g re ss  w h ic h  h a s  
a lw a y s  d is tin g u ish e d  th is  v ast n a t io n . 
T h e  sk e p tica l a re  in c lin e d  to  fe e l th a t  
th e  T a o is t  e x p e r im e n t  h a s  fa ile d  in 
C h in a , an d  th e r e fo r e  th e  p h ilo so p h y  is 
o f  s l ig h t  v a lu e  to  o th e r  race s o r  S ta te s . 
T h e  a n s w e r  lies  n o t in  th e  fa ilu r e  o f  
th e  id e a , b u t in  th e  a b ility  o f  th e  a v e r  
a g e  C h in e s e  to  d e ta ch  h is  co n sc io u sn e ss  
fro m  th e  p re ssu res  o f  th e  m a n -m in d . 
T h i s  fa ilu re  e x is ts  e v e ry w h e re  an d  h as 
a lw a y s  resu lted  in  th e  s u b m e rg e n c e  o f  
m y stica l c u lts . C h r is t ia n ity  h a s  su ffered  
th e  sa m e re v e rses  an d  h a s  fa ile d  to  a c  
co m p lis h  th e  g re a te r  g o o d  b e ca u se  th e  
p ra c tice  o f  in te g r ity  h a s  in te r fe re d  w ith  
th e  h u m a n  in s tin c t  to  e x p lo it .

T r u t h  c a n n o t  o f  its e lf  fa il ,  b u t  m a n  
ca n  fa il  t r u th . U n d e r  su ch  c o n d it io n s , 
w e c a n n o t  c o n d e m n  a n o b le  id ea l m e re ly  
b e ca u se  h u m a n  b e in g s  are  u n a b le  or u n  
w ill in g  to  c u lt iv a te  its  p r in c ip le s . T h u s  
T a o is m , i f  th e  d o c tr in e  b e  e sse n tia lly  
so u n d , re m a in s  a p p lica b le  e v e n  if  n o t 
a p p lie d . I t  a lso  re m a in s  so lu tio n a l in 
sp ite  o f  a g e n e ra l n e g le c t  o f  th e  m e a n s  
w h ic h  it re c o m m e n d s . T h e  g re a t  sp ir  
itu a l le a d e rs  o f  th e  ra ce  a re  n o  less 
n o b le  b e ca u se  th e ir  w isd o m  h a s b e e n  ig  
n o red  o r  n e g le c te d . W e  still  h o n o r  
th e m  w ith  th e  in te rn a l c o n v ic t io n  th a t 
th e y  w e re  r ig h t  an d  th a t  so m e d a y , a f te r  
w e h a v e  fu lfille d  o u r  p erso n a l a m b it io n s , 
w e w ill re tu r n  to  th e ir  te a c h in g s  an d  
m e n d  o u r  w ay s.

In  a la n d  o v e rp o p u la te d  an d  u n d e r  
n o u rish e d  an d  su b je c te d  to  c e n tu r ie s  o f  
u n sta b le  g o v e r n m e n t , d eep  T a o is t  s ch o l 
a rs h ip  h as  b e e n  lim ite d  to  th o se  o f  e x  
c e p tio n a l d is c e rn m e n t an d  c o u ra g e . 
F o r  th e  m a jo r ity , it h a s  re m a in e d  a n  
h o n o re d  b e lie f , a d m ire d  an d  re sp e cte d , 
b u t a p p lie d  o n ly  p artly  a n d  o c ca s io n a lly . 
T h e  C h in e s e  h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n  le isu re  
w ith  se c u r ity , an d  o n ly  in  re c e n t  y ears 
h a s  W e s te r n  c iv i l iz a t io n  p ro v id ed  th e  
p ra c tica l p o ss ib ility  o f  su ch  a s ta te  in 
h u m a n  a ffa irs . T o d a y  w e  h a v e  s im  
p lified  m a n y  o f  th e  ta s k s  w h ic h  b u r  
d en ed  o u r  a n c e s to rs , an d  h a v e  m o re  an d  
m o re  t im e  w h ic h  co u ld  b e  d ev o ted  to  
se lf - im p ro v e m e n t. T h i s  in  its e lf  re  
q u ire s  a m o re  m a tu re  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  
p ro b le m  o f  se lf -c u ltu re . W ith o u t  so m e 
p lan  fo r  th e  im p r o v e m e n t o f  o u r  liv es , 
le isu re  h a n g s  h e a v y  u p o n  u s. W e  fin d  
an  in c r e a s in g  te n d e n c y  to  w a ste  th o se  
p re c io u s  h o u rs  n o w  a v a ila b le  fo r  b e tte r  
p u rp o ses . T h i s  w a s te fu ln e ss  c o m p lic a te s  
d a ily  l ife , in v o lv in g  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  
in  th e  in e v ita b le  b y -p ro d u c ts  o f  id le n e ss .

W e  c a n n o t  re a so n a b ly  e x p e c t o r d in a r y  
m o rta ls  to  d ev o te  th e ir  sp are  m o m e n ts  
to so m b e r  sc h o la rs h ip , e sp e c ia lly  w h e n  
s ch o la rs  a r e , fo r  th e  m o st p a rt, fru s tr a te d  
in te lle c tu a lis ts . W e  h a v e  b e e n  to o  c a r e  
less w ith  c e r ta in  w o rd s , a n d  w e  ca ll m e n  
w ise  o r  le a rn e d  m e re ly  w h e n  th e y  are  
o v e rsch o o le d  in  th e  w o rth le ss  o p in io n s  
o f  e a ch  o th e r . T h e y  p e rso n ify  m a n -
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m in d  d eep ly  e n g a g e d  in  a n a ly z in g  th e  
p ro d u cts  o f  m a n -m in d . W h e n  th e  u n  
sch o o le d  fo o lish  sit a t th e  fe e t  o f  th e  
sch o o le d  fo o lish , fo lly  h a s  its  p e r fe c t  
w o rk s .

T a o  is n o t o n ly  a v ita lity  w h ic h  c o n  
ta in s  w ith in  its e lf  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  all 
m o ra l a n d  e th ic a l  v ir tu e s ; it is a lso  a 
p a th  o r  ro a d , a w a y  d isco v e re d  by  th e  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  en d  to  b e  a tta in e d . 
W ith o u t  a p e rce p tio n  o f  re a lity , m a n  
c a n n o t  re c o g n iz e  th e  m e a n s  w h ic h  m o st 
n a tu r a lly  an d  im m e d ia te ly  serv e  th a t  re  
a lity . T a o  fu r th e r  s ig n ifie s  th e  sta te  o r  
c o n d it io n  o f  its e lf  to  w h ic h  m e n  a sp ire  
a n d  in to  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  w h ic h  th e y  
a re  u lt im a te ly  a b s o rb e d . O r ie n ta l is ts  
h a v e  c o m p a re d  a n d  ev en  c o n tra s te d  th e  
C h in e s e  c o n c e p t  o f  T a o  w ith  th e  H in d u  
c o n c e p t  o f  N ir v a n a . U n d e r s ta n d in g  
n e ith e r  te r m , th e se  sch o la rs  h av e  fo u n d  
th e m  b o th  a l ik e  an d  d if fe r e n t . T h e  
u t i l ity  o f  th e se  c o n c lu s io n s  m a y  b e  q u e s  
t io n e d . I t  h as b e e n  su g g e ste d  th a t  N ir  
v a n a  is a t ta in e d  by  a n e g a tiv e  p ro ce d u re  
o f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss . T h e  b e in g , o r  
S a t tv a , is a b so rb e d  in to  a u n iv e rs a l, an d  
ce a se s  to  e x is t . In  T a o is m , w e  h av e  
w h a t  th e  C h in e s e  ca ll a p a th  o f “ f in d  
in g .” C o n s c io u s n e ss  is fo re v e r  se e k in g  
e te rn a l t r u th , a n d  th is  tr u th  its e lf  is 
a l iv in g  d y n a m ic  re a lity  a n d  n o t a n  in  
te lle c tu a l c o n d it io n . A c tu a lly , th e r e  is 
n o  c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  B u d d h is m  a n d  T a o  
is m ; m e re ly  a  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
te r m s , a n d  c o n fu s io n  cau sed  by  u n fo r  
tu n a te  in te rp r e ta t io n s .

F r o m  th e  m e a g e r  h is to r ic a l d a ta  a v a il  
a b le , it seem s th a t  L a o -ts e  d e riv e d  h is 
m y s tica l p h ilo so p h y , n o t fro m  fo rm a l 
s c h o la rs h ip , b u t  b y  s im p le  c o m m u n io n  
w ith  N a tu r e . S e a te d  u n d e r  a p each  
tre e , h e  p e rm itte d  h is  c o n sc io u sn e ss  to 
e x p e r ie n c e  a s h a r in g  w ith  l ife . T h e  
m o re  h e p e rm itte d  th e  u n iv e rsa l e n e r  
g ie s , th r o u g h  th e ir  sy m b o ls , to  flo w  in  
u p o n  h im , th e  m o re  h is  w o n d e r  g re w . 
H e  sen sed  first a k in s h ip , th e n  a n  id e n  
t ity  w ith  th e  c r e a t in g  p o w er th a t m o v ed  
in  a n d  th r o u g h  all c re a tu re s . L ik e  th e  
m y s tic s  o f  ev ery  a g e , h e  a tta in e d  a  k in d  
o f  e x a lta tio n  w h ic h  b r o u g h t  w ith  it a 
c a lm , p a t ie n t  se c u r ity . D o u b ts  w e re  a b  

so rb ed  in to  th e  g re a t  s tre a m  o f  l iv in g  
m o tio n  w h ic h  p u lsed  th r o u g h  ev ery  
p a rt o f  e x is te n c e .

M y s tic s  o f  th is  ty p e  se ld o m  fo r m a liz e  
th e ir  te a c h in g s . T h e i r  d is c ip lin e s  a re  
fe w  a n d  n o n te c h n ic a l . O f te n ,  th e y  do 
n o t k n o w  h o w  o r w h y  th e  re v e la tio n  
c a m e , th e r e fo r e  c a n  o n ly  re c o m m e n d  
th a t  o th e r  tr u th  se e k e rs  c u lt iv a te  th e  
m o o d s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  se e m  to 
in te n s ify  th e  a p p e rc e p tiv e  fa c u lt ie s  o f  
co n sc io u sn e ss . L a o - T s e  e v id e n tly  re c o g  
n iz e d  th e  d ifficu lty  o f  tra n s m iss io n  e v e n  
in h is  o w n  d ay , a n d  c a m e  to  th e  f in a l 
c o n c lu s io n  th a t  in  o rd e r  fo r  th e  e n lig h t  
e n m e n t  to  c o m e  s o m e th in g  th a t  c a n n o t  be 
e x p la in e d  m u s t  h a p p e n . I t  h a p p e n e d  to  
h im , th e r e fo re  it is  p o ssib le . T h e  m o st 
n a tu ra l co u rs e  w as to  s im p lify  a ll in  
s t in c ts  a n d  a ttitu d e s  an d  to  re la x  a ll im  
p u lse s . T h e  u n d e r ly in g  in s tr u c t io n  
w a s : “ B e  still  a n d  k n o w .” M o st  o f  th e  
in te re s ts  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  
m a n  in te r fe r e  w ith  th e  s tilln e ss  o f  th e  
so u l. T h e  m o re  a h u m a n  b e in g  e x te r  
n a liz e s  h is  m in d , th e  m o re  c o n fu se d  a n d  
in v o lv e d  h e  b e c o m e s . C e r ta in t ie s  a re  
d estro y ed  by a r g u m e n t  a n d  d e b a te . 
G e n t le  im p u lse s  p erish  in  th e  c o n flic t  o f 
c o m p e tit iv e  in te lle c ts . H u m a n  w isd o m  
e n d s  in  fe a r , n o t fa it h ;  a n d  th e  m a n  
loses h im s e lf  to  th e  d e g re e  th a t  h e  o b  
ta in s  th e  th in g s  o f th is  p h y sica l w o rld .

A  k in d  o f  p u r if ic a t io n  m u s t  b e  p ra c  
t ic e d , b u t e v e n  in  th e  o ld  d ays th e  sag es 
h ad  le a rn e d  th a t  m a n , s t r u g g lin g  a g a in s t  
th e  ex ce sses  o f  h is  o w n  te m p e r a m e n t , 
se ld o m  a tta in s  a c tu a l m a ste ry . H e  c a n  
n o t fo rc e  v ir tu e  u p o n  h im s e lf .  H e  c a n  
n o t b e c o m e  g o o d  m e re ly  by re so lv in g  to  
d o  so . I f  h e  o p p resses h is  o w n  in s tin c ts  
w ith  to o  f irm  a w ill ,  h e  b r in g s  u p o n  
h im s e lf  o th e r  d is a s te rs  as bad  as th o se  
h e  seek s to  e sca p e . N o r  is h e  g o o d  b e  
ca u se  h e leav es th e  w o r ld . H e  m u st 
fin d  a w ay  to  ca u se  th e  e rr o rs  o f  w o r ld  
lin ess to  le a v e  h im . A c c o r d in g  to  C o n  
fu c iu s , th e  re a s o n in g  p o w er o f  L a o -ts e  
w as l ik e  a h u g e  d ra g o n  tw is t in g  an d  
w r i th in g  in  sp a ce . C o n fu c iu s  th u s  a c  
k n o w le d g e d  th a t  s im p lic ity  to o k  o n  a 
fe a rs o m e  a n d  in c r e d ib le  a p p e a r a n c e  w h e n  
se e n  th r o u g h  th e  eyes o f  o n e  b o u n d  by
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th e  c o n v e n tio n s  o f  th e  m a n -m in d .
T h e  T a o is t s  l ik e n e d  th e  u n iv e rsa l T a o  

to  a m ig h ty  r iv e r  f lo w in g  fro m  so m e 
in v is ib le  so u rc e  b e y o n d  th e  w o rld  a n d  
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  g o d s. M e n  b u ild  th e ir  
v il la g e s  a lo n g  th e  b a n k s  o f  th is  r iv e r , 
a n d  in  th e ir  s im p le  l iv in g  th e  s tre a m  is 
th e ir  f r ie n d . W i t h  its w a te r s , th e y  ir  
r ig a te  th e ir  la n d . W ith  l it t le  sh ip s , th e y  
m a k e  th e  r iv e r  th e ir  ro a d ; a n d  fro m  its 
d e p th s , th e y  d ra w  fish  fo r  fo o d . T h e  
v illa g e r  d o es  n o t q u e s t io n  th e  r iv e r . H e  
d oes n o t w o n d e r  w h y  it is th e r e , o r  
w h a t  h e w o u ld  d o  w ith o u t  it . H e  a c  
ce p ts  th e  b le ss in g s  o f  th e  s tre a m  as h is  
n a tu ra l r ig h t , b e ca u se  fo r  h im  th e r e  has 
a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  sk y , th e  e a r th , a n d  th e  
r iv e r .

S o m e tim e s  m e n  try  to  c h a n g e  th e  
co u rse  o f  th e  r iv e r . T h e y  b u ild  d a m s 
a n d  d y k e s , a n d  th e n  a n d  th e n  o n ly  do 
th e y  fe a r  th e  r iv e r . T h e y  p ost g u a r d ia n s  
to  w a tc h  fo r  th e  flood s th a t  m a y  d estro y  
th e  d a m s o r  w a sh  o u t th e  d y k e s . Y e t ,  
as su re ly  as m e n  la b o r  to  a lte r  th e  
co u rs e  o f  th e  s tre a m , so su re ly  in  th e  
en d  th e ir  w o rk s  sh a ll fa il .  W h e n  th ey  
a re  g o n e , th e  r iv e r  w ill  re tu r n  to  its  
n a tu ra l b e d  a n d  flo w  o n  as b e fo re . I t  
is w is e r  to  o b serv e  th e  r iv e r  an d  to  ob ey  
it, a l te r in g  h u m a n  p ro je c ts  i f  n e ce ssa ry , 
b u t n e v e r  d e m a n d in g  th a t  th e  r iv e r  obey  
th e  d esires  o f  m o rta ls .

O n e  o ld  C h in e s e  sc h o la r  g a v e  so m e  
v a lu a b le  a d v ice  o n  riv e rs , a n d  su re ly  h e  
w a s a  T a o is t  in  h is  h e a r t . H e  sa id  th a t  
w h e n  th e  flood s c o m e  in  th e  s p r in g  
n e v e r  b u ild  lev ies  to  s to p  th e  s tre a m ; 
ra th e r  o b se rv e  th e  n a tu ra l co u rse  o f  th e  
r iv e r  a n d  d e e p e n  its  bed  in  o th e r  season s 
w h e n  th is  is  p o ssib le . H is  ru le  w a s : 
“ D i g  th e  b e d  d e e p , a n d  k e e p  th e  b a n k s  
lo w .” In s te a d  o f  b u ild in g  th e  m e n ta l 
w a ll h ig h  a g a in s t  d isa ste r , d eep en  th e  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  all w ill b e  w e ll. T h e  
w h o le  p h ilo so p h y  o f  T a o is m  te a ch e s  to  
s tr e n g th e n  by  d e e p e n in g  a n d  n o t by  
re s is ta n ce  to  th e  p re ssu res  o f  e x te rn a ls .

T h e  m o ra lity  o f  c o m p o su r e  is so m e  
th in g  w e  ca n  a ll u se to  m a k e  l if e  b e tte r  
fo r  o u rse lv e s  an d  h a p p ie r  fo r  e a ch  o th e r . 
B u t  th e  m in d  la d e n  w ith  fe a rs  c a n  n e v e r  
be a t rest. W e  h a v e  a ll h ad  th e  e x  

p e r ie n ce  o f  t r y in g  to  sleep  a f te r  a d ay 
o f  e x c e p tio n a l c o n fu s io n . T h e  m in d  
escap es f r o m  th e  re s o lu tio n  to  re la x  
w h ic h  w e  h a v e  im p o se d  u p o n  it , a n d  
c o n tin u e s  a n  a u to m a tic  re p e tit io n  o f 
so m e  se q u e n c e  o f  th o u g h t  u n til  in  d es 
p e r a tio n  w e  ra id  th e  ice  b o x . S o  m a n y  
o f  o u r  fa c u lt ie s  a n d  sen so ry  reflexes 
reb e l a g a in s t  o u r  d e te r m in a tio n  to  be 
co m p o se d  th a t  w e  are  h e lp le ss  to  c o n tro l 
th e  w o r k in g s  o f  th e  m a n -m in d . T h i s  
is, in d e e d , th e  s la y e r  o f  th e  re a l, an d  
C a r l  J u n g  h a s  su g g e ste d  th a t  th e  a r t  o f  
p sy ch o lo g y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  in v e n te d  by 
th e  C h in e s e . C e r ta in ly  T a o is m  is a p o  
te n tia l  re m e d y  fo r  th e  p sy ch o ses a r is in g  
f r o m  p re ssu res  a n d  fru s tr a tio n s .

T h e  c u lt iv a tio n  o f  c o m p o su r e  re q u ire s  
th e  d isco v e ry  o f  a  tr a n q u il  u n iv e rse , o f  
w h ic h  w e  a re  a n  in te g r a l  p a rt . P re s  
su re  is p a rtly  a  m a tte r  o f  in te rp r e ta t io n . 
W e  m a y  see in  N a tu r e  p ro cesses w h ic h  
to  us a p p e a r  p re ssu re fu l, b u t  in  rea lity  
th e  a p p e a ra n c e s  a re  d e c e p tiv e . A c tu a lly , 
th e  w ay s o f  N a tu r e  a re  th e  o u tw o rk in g s  
in  fo rm  o f  th e  w a y s o f  G o d . M a n  a lo n e  
o f  a ll c re a tu re s  is a w a re  o f  th e  co n ce p t 
o f  h a s te . T h e  lo w e r  k in g d o m s  se e m  to  
p ra c tic e  T a o  w ith o u t  e f fo r t ;  w h e re a s  m a n , 
in  sp ite  o f  h is  ev e ry  e f fo r t , is u n a b le  to  
c u lt iv a te  T a o .  P e rh a p s  th is  is b e ca u se  
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  b e lie v e s  th a t  h e  h as 
a m b itio n s  o r  a sp ir a tio n s  c o n tra ry  to  th e  
n a tu ra l m o tio n s  o f  th e  w o rld . H e  fee ls  
it a m o ra l d u ty  to  d o m in a te  s o m e th in g  
— to  b e  a g o v e r n o r  o r  a le a d e r . H e  is 
co n v in c e d  th a t  w ith o u t  h is  a c t iv e  in te r  
ce ss io n  s o m e th in g  w ill g o  b a d ly ; w h e r e  
a s , in  fa c t, w ith  h is  a ss is ta n ce  m o st 
th in g s  g o  b a d ly . O f  c o u rs e , w e  all 
w a n t  to  be u s e fu l, a n d  o u r  id ea  o f  b e  
in g  u se fu l is to  im p ro v e  o r  to  a ssist. 
T h e  tro u b le  is w e  d o n o t  k n o w  e x a c tly  
how to  b e  u se fu l o r  what to  a ss is t, so  w e  
co m p r o m is e  by  in te r fe r in g .

W h e n  e s t im a t in g  th e  v ir tu e s  a n d  v a l 
ues o f  a s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g , w e  c a n n o t  
m e a su re  su sb ta n tia l  a t ta in m e n ts  in  te rm s 
o f  n e w  an d  u se fu l d ev ices . A c tu a lly , 
th e  m a n  w h o  b u ild s  a b e tte r  m o u s e  tra p  
m a y  g a in  fa m e  an d  fo r tu n e , b u t th is  
d oes n o t p ro v e  th a t  h e  is a b e tte r  m a n . 
T h e  p re -e m in e n ce  o f  n a t io n s , w h e n  su p-
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p o rted  by  m il i ta r y  m e a n s  o r  b y  th e  e x  
p a n sio n  o f  in d u s tr ia l  p ro je c ts , d o es  n o t 
p ro v e  th a t  th e se  n a t io n s  h a v e  g r e a te r  
v ir tu e s  o r  h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd s  o f  v a lu es . 
S u cce ss  m u st  be m e a su re d  by th e  ru le  
o f  c o n te n tm e n t , a n d  th a t  w h ic h  is n o t 
n a tu ra lly  a n d  g e n tly  co n te n te d  h a s  n o t 
so lv ed  th e  m y s te ry  o f  its  o w n  n e ed s. 
I t  is u se less to  d iscu ss  th e se  m a tte rs  
w ith  y o u n g  a n d  a m b itio u s  v o ta rie s  o f  
th e  m a n -m in d , a n d  th e  sag es o f  old  
le a rn e d  a n d  ta u g h t  th a t  u n til  m a n  seek s 
t r u th  a n d  p ea ce  by th e  v o lu n ta ry  e ffo r t  
o f  h is  o w n  co n sc io u sn e ss , h e  ca n  n e ith e r  
a p p r e c ia te  th e m  n o r  u se th e m  w e ll.

F r o m  in te rn a l c o n te n tm e n t , th e  v irtu e  
o f  T a o  flo w s o u tw a rd  th r o u g h  th e  h u  
m a n  p e rso n a lity  in to  th e  e n v ir o n m e n ta l 
sp h e re . T h e  f ir s t  sy m b o l th a t  w e  ca n  
r e c o g n iz e  is th e  c o n te n te d  m a n  h im s e lf . 
In  so b e r  t r u th , w e ca n  n e v er su sta in  in  
co n s is te n c y  fo r  a n y  le n g th  o f  t im e . T h e  
d is co n te n te d  m a n  c a n n o t  p re se rv e  a c o n  
te n te d  a p p e a r a n c e ; a n d  th e  co n te n te d  
m a n  c a n n o t  e x h ib it  m a rk e d  d e g re e s  o f  
d is c o n te n t . R ig h te o u s  in d ig n a tio n , a 
te rm  a p p lie d  to  a c t io n  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  
co d e , m e re ly  p ro v es th a t  th e  in te rn a l 
c o n te n tm e n t  is n o t so su ffic ien t as h a s  
b e e n  a d v e rtise d . C h in a  p ays h o m a g e
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to  th e  co n te n te d  m a n . I t  re p re se n ts  
h im  in  p a in t in g s  o n  f in e  s ilk s , in  ca rv  
in g s  o f  red w o o d  b e ry l, in  c a s t in g s  o f 
iro n  a n d  b r o n z e , a n d  by  e x q u is ite  f ig  
u r in e s  in  p o rc e la in . I n  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  
m in d , p e rh a p s  ev e n  in  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  
sp ir it , th e  c o n te n te d  m a n  is k in g . 
T h e r e  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  d is c o n te n t . T h e  
f ir s t  is  a g a in s t  o u rse lv e s , a n d  th e  seco n d  
is  a g a in s t  o th e rs . T h e  f o r m e r  is cu r  
a b le ; th e  la tte r  in c u ra b le , e x c e p t th ro u g h  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  T a o .

F r o m  c o n te n tm e n t  c o m e  o th e r  sy m  
b o ls  f lo w in g  in to  th e  w o rld  o n  th e  
s tre a m  o f  T a o .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  a r t , 
m u s ic , p o e try , l ite r a tu r e , a n d  a ll th e  e x  
q u is ite  im p u lse s  w h ic h  a re  a sso c ia te d  
w ith  n o b ility  o f  c h a r a c te r . O f  co u rse , 
m a n y  m o d e rn  a r t is ts  flood  th e  w o rld  
w ith  p ro d u c tio n s  a r is in g  fro m  d is co n  
te n t . T h is  e x p la in s  th e  d e ca d e n ce  o f  
a r t  a n d  th e  la c k  o f  s in c e r ity  w h ic h  w e 
fe e l in  p ro d u cts  p ro d u ce d  o n ly  fo r  p ro fit . 
T h a t  w h ic h  is re a l n e v e r  g iv e s  b ir th  to  
th a t  w h ic h  is fa ls e ; a n d  w h e n  th e  s im p le  
w ay  is k n o w n  a n d  liv e d , a ll its  w o rk s  
a re  g e n t le  a n d  k in d ly . C r u e lty , su sp i 
c io n , e n v y , je a lo u s y , a n d  c o n sp ira c y  a re  
th e  sy m p to m s o f  in te rn a l m o ra l s ic k  
n e ss . T h e y  te ll  us th ro u g h  th e ir  sy m  
b o lis m  th a t  th e  p e rp e tra to r  o f  su c h  o f  
fe n s e s  h a s  n o  c o n te n tm e n t  in  h is  o w n  
h e a rt .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  C h in e s e  p o et, th e  
ey es o f  th e  co n te n te d  b e h o ld  th e  c o n te n t  
m e n t  o f  l ife . W h a t  w e d o n o t h av e  
w ith in  o u rse lv e s , w e  c a n n o t  tru ly  a p p r e  
c ia te  in  o th e rs . T h e  w o rld  ta k e s  o n  th e  
l ik e n e ss  o f  th e  p re ssu res w ith in  u s. A s 
w e p e rce iv e  m o re  c le a r ly  th e  w a y  o f  
h e a v e n  as a  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e , w e re c  
o g n iz e  it in  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  N a tu r e  
a ro u n d  u s. T h e  w o rld  is a  ch a o s  to  
th e  m a n  w h o  is a ch a o s , a n d  is a co s  
m o s  to  th o se  w h o  h a v e  p u t th e m se lv e s  
in  o rd e r . W e  h a v e  o n ly  to  e x p e r ie n ce  
o u r  o w n  re s tle ssn e ss  to  be a w a re  o f  v ita l 
m a tte rs  r e q u ir in g  a t te n t io n . E v e n  in  re  
l ig io n  w e h av e  p e rp e tu a te d  a  c o m m o n  
fa u lt . W e  s in g  “ O n w a r d  C h r is t ia n  S o l  
d ie r s ”  as th o u g h  th e  seco n d  c o m in g  
w o u ld  b r in g  h ig h ly  m o b ile , h e a v y -a r  
m o re d  d iv is io n s  o f  h e a v e n ly  le g io n s  as

a n  a rm y  o f  o c c u p a tio n . T h i s  co n ce p t 
by  th e  f a ith fu l  o f  a ce le s tia l b l i tz k r ie g  
h a s  b e e n  v ery  d ifficu lt fo r  th e  C h in e se  
m in d  to  a p p re c ia te .

L a o - ts e  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r  
sto o d  th e  id ea  o f  t r u th  c o m in g  l ik e  a 
th ie f  in  th e  n ig h t , fo r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
T a o  h a s  n o th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  d o c  
tr in e s  o f  m a ss  c o n v e rs io n  o r  w ild  e n  
th u s ia sm  o v e r b e in g  saved  w h ile  te e te r  
in g  o n  th e  b r in k  o f  p e r d itio n . E v e n  in  
sp ir itu a l c o n c e r n s , w e h a v e  ta k e n  so 
p re ssu re fu l a n  a t t itu d e  th a t  w e h av e  
fa ile d  e n tire ly  to  c o n s id e r  th e  g ra c e  o f 
th e  sp ir it . B e in g  th u s  v io le n tly  c o n  
v erted  to  a  p e a ce fu l c re e d , w e g o  fo r th  
reso lv ed  to  p re a c h  th e  g oo d  t id in g s  in  
o u r  o w n  tu r n , w ith  th e  G o s p e l in  o n e  
h a n d  a n d  a  c lu b  in  th e  o th e r . C o n  
te n tm e n t , s im p lic ity , h u m ili ty , a n d  
b r o th e r ly  lo v e  a re  a m o n g  th e  f ir s t  ca su a l 
t ie s  in  th e  sp r e a d in g  o f  m o st re lig io u s  
d o c tr in e s .

T h e  T a o is t ’s se a rch  fo r  c o n te n tm e n t  
to o k  o n  co n s id e ra b le  p o lit ic a l c o lo r in g . 
T h e  C h in e s e  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  p lag u ed  
b y  th e ir  p o lit ic ia n s , a n d  e x p lo ite d  by 
th e ir  a r is to c ra c y . N a tu r a lly , so cia l in  
ju s t ic e  b e ca m e  a h e a v y  b u rd e n  o n  th e 
m in d s  a n d  h e a rts  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
less o p u le n t  cla sses . M y s tic s  a n d  s ch o l 
a rs , c o n te m p la t in g  th e  e x is t in g  d ifficu l 
t ie s , re tire d  to  th e ir  b a m b o o  g ro v e s  an d  
th e r e  in d u lg e d  in  n u m e ro u s  u to p ia n  
s p e cu la tio n s . A s  c o n te n tm e n t  w a s th e  
g o a l, it se e m e d  to  th e m  th a t  s im p lic ity  
w a s  th e  m e a n s  by  w h ic h  m a n  c o u ld  a t  
ta in  se c u r ity .

T h e  sm a ll v illa g e  w a s th e  p e r fe c t  sy m  
bol o f  T a o is t  so cia l p la n n in g . T h e  
lit t le  c o m m u n ity  o ffe re d  fr ie n d lin e ss , 
m u tu a l in te re s ts , a n d  n a tu ra l co -o p e ra  
t io n . T h e r e  w e re  n o  s tra n g e rs , a n d  e a ch  
m a n  w as m in d fu l  o f  th e  n e e d s o f  h is  
n e ig h b o rs . T h e  g ro u p  h a d  liv e d  to  
g e th e r  f o r  c e n tu r ie s ; in te r m a r r ia g e  h ad  
b o u n d  th e  c it iz e n s  in to  a  clo se  c o m  
m u n ity  o f  p u rp o se s . T h e r e  w as v ery  
l it t le  c o m p e tit io n . N o  o n e  d esired  to  
d o m in a te  th e  e c o n o m ic  l ife , a n d  th e  v il  
la g e rs  d r ifte d  a lo n g  th r o u g h  th e  years 
— f o r  th a t m a tte r  th r o u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  
— c o m p a ra tiv e ly  c o n te n te d .
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P e rh a p s  th e  la c k  o f  p re ssu res  re ta rd e d  
th e  in te lle c tu a l a c t iv it ie s , b u t  th e  T a o  
is t  w a s  in c lin e d  to  b e  a  re c lu se , a n d  if 
th e  w h o le  v illa g e  w e n t  in to  se c lu s io n  
w ith  h im , so m u c h  th e  b e tte r . T h e  
w o rld  w e n t  o n  its  w a y  f ig h t in g  its  w a rs  
a n d  p il la g in g  th e  r ic h  m a n d a r in s , b u t 
th e  v illa g e  h a d  l it t le  th a t  o th e rs  w a n te d , 
a n d  its  p o v e rty  w a s its  v ery  p ro te c tio n . 
T h e  la c k  o f  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  c o m p e tit iv e  
a c t iv ity  w a s  m o re  th a n  co m p e n sa te d  fo r  
b y  th e  p r iv ile g e s  o f  m u tu a l  h e lp fu ln e ss . 
E a c h  d ay  th e  v il la g e r  w a s  c a lle d  u p o n  
to  p ra c tic e  th e  h u m a n it ie s  so im p o rta n t  
t o  th e  T a o is t  m in d . T h e  im p u lse s  to  
h e lp , t o  se rv e , to  sh a re , a n d  to  c o m  
m u n e  to g e th e r  b r o u g h t  a  s o u l-sa tis fa c  
t io n  b e y o n d  th e  a p p r e c ia tio n  o f  th o se  
e n s la v e d  b y  se lf ish  in s t in c ts . W h e n  w e  
a r e  c lo se  to  th e  e a r th  a n d  a re  su sta in e d  
b y  a  s m a ll g ro u p  o f  s im ila r ly  o c cu p ie d  
n e ig h b o r s , w e  d ev ise  o u r  o w n  so cia l a c  
t iv it ie s  a n d  b u ild  a  w a y  o f  l i f e  a ro u n d  
m u tu a l ,  r a th e r  th a n  p e rso n a l, a m b it io n s . 
T h e  s m a ll to w n  is g o o d  f o r  th e  ra is in g  
o f  c h ild r e n , g iv in g  th e m  n a tu ra l a n d  n o r  
m a l in c l in a t io n s , a n d  it  is a lso  su ita b le  
to  th e  e ld e r ly  a n d  th e  s ch o la r ly  b e ca u se  
th e  e le m e n ts  o f  s tress a re  re d u ce d  to  th e  
m in im u m . T h e  l ife  m a y  b e  h e a v y  w ith  
t o i l ,  b u t th e r e  is l ig h tn e s s  in  th e  h e a r t  
a n d  sp ir it .

T h e  C h in e s e  in te lle c tu a l is  u s u a lly  a n  
in d iv id u a lis t . H e  w ish e s  to  liv e  a s  h e  
p le a se s , w ith  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x p e r i  
m e n t  a n d  a d v e n tu r e  in  p o lic ie s  a n d  p ra c  
t ic e s . H e  re se n ts  r e g im e n ta t io n , a n d  w h e n  
c o n fr o n te d  w ith  a n  e la b o ra te  p ro g ra m  
o f  re s tr ic tio n s  h e  re b e ls  a n d  b e co m es 
a n t is o c ia l. T o  h im , th e r e fo r e , th e  p er 
fe c t  g o v e r n m e n t  is th e  o n e  w h ic h  in te r  
fe res  th e  le a s t  in  th e  liv es o f  th e  p eo p le . 
T h e  la r g e r  th e  c o m m u n ity , th e  m o re  
in v o lv e d  th e  le g a l a n d  p o lit ic a l co d es 
m u s t  b e c o m e . W h e n  a t te m p t in g  to  le g  
is la te  th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  o f  m a n y , th e  
r ig h ts  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l m u s t  b e  s a c r i  
f ic e d .

T h e  C h in e s e  is  n o t  su ff ic ie n tly  in te r  
e s te d  in  s tra n g e rs  to  w ish  th e ir  r ig h ts  to  
in te r fe r e  w ith  h is . H e  p re fe rs , th e r e fo re , 
to  l iv e  in  a  p a tte rn  w h ic h  c o n fe rs  th e  
m a x im u m  a u to n o m y  u p o n  th e  p eo p le .

T a o is m  te a c h e s  th a t  u n d e r  th e  r ig h t  in  
s p ir a tio n  a n d  g u id a n c e  m a n  c a n  b e co m e  
a se lf -g o v e rn in g  u n it , ca p a b le  o f  a d m in  
is te r in g  h is  o w n  a f fa irs  w ith  c h a r ity  to 
a ll a n d  m a lic e  to  n o n e . H e  is th e r e fo r e  
b e st  g o v e rn e d  w h e n  h e  is p la ced  in  an  
e n v ir o n m e n t w h e re  h is  m o d e ra te  a n d  
re a s o n a b le  in te re s ts  ca n  b e  p ro te c te d  
a n d  serv ed  w ith o u t  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  
c o n fu s io n  o f  la rg e  c it ie s .

C o n te n tm e n t  a n d  p o lit ic a l  a u to n o m y  
g o  h a n d  in  h a n d . T h e  m o m e n t  w e  d e  
p a r t  fro m  s im p le  w a y s , w e  fa ll  in to  
c o n flic t  a n d  c o n fu s io n . T h e  c o m p e d tiv e  
w a y  o f  l if e  d e stro y s c o n te n tm e n t  by  
h a z a r d in g  se c u r ity . I f  o n e  h as  to o  
m u c h , a n o th e r  h a s  to o  l it t le .  I f  w e  c e n  
t r a l iz e  g o v e r n m e n t , w e  p ro d u ce  ty r a n  
n y . I f  w e  b e sto w  to o  m u c h  a u th o r ity  o n  
th e  p e o p le , w e  h a v e  a n a r c h y . B u t  i f  w e  
fo llo w  in  th e  w a y  o f  T a o — t h a t  is , 
G o d ’s w a y — w e  e sc a p e  f r o m  a r t if ic ia l  
p re ssu res  a n d  w e  h a v e  c o n te n tm e n t . 
T h i s  c o n c e p t  e x p la in s  th e  p e c u lia r  d e  
ta c h m e n t  o f  th e  C h in e s e  sc h o la r , h is  
r e m a r k a b le  c a p a c ity  to  re m a in  u n  
c h a n g e d , e v e n  th o u g h  h is  in s titu t io n s  
a re  in c o n s ta n t  tu rm o il .

I t  is  u su a l to  c o n s id e r  th e  d e v e lo p  
m e n t  o f  T a o is m  w ith in  a  d e fin ite  h is  
to r ic a l  r e fe re n c e  f r a m e . T h e  se c t, i f  w e  
m a y  ca ll  it  su ch , p assed  t h r o u g h  th re e  
d is t in c t  p e r io d s . T h e  f ir s t  p h a se , e x  
te n d in g  f r o m  th e  l if e t im e  o f  L a o -ts e  to  
a b o u t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
e r a , h a s  b e e n  d e fin e d  a s  th e  e th ica l 
e p o c h . D u r in g  th is  t im e , th e  te a c h in g s  
o f  th e  M a s te r  w e re  h e ld  w ith in  th e  s tr ic t  
b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y . T h e  T a o  
is t  sa g es  w e re  in te lle c tu a ls  o f  g o o d  p a rts , 
w h o  d ev o ted  th e ir  liv es  to  th e  c o n te m  
p la tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p la n  a n d  th e  
a p p lic a t io n  o f  n a tu r a l  la w s to  h u m a n  
c o n d u c t . T h e s e  m e n  co u ld  h a v e  been  
c o n s id e re d  as s c ie n tis ts  in  t h e ir  o w n  d ay , 
a n d  th e y  w e re  re s p o n s ib le  to  a  la rg e  
m e a s u r e  fo r  th e  rise  o f  C h in e s e  c u ltu r  
a l in s titu t io n s . F in d in g  th a t  a b s tr a c t  
th o u g h t  c o u ld  n o t  c o p e  w ith  th e  c o rru p  
t io n s  o f  p r in c e s , th e  T a o is t  p h ilo so p h e rs  
fo rm e d  th e ir  o w n  sch o o ls  in  q u ie t  a n d  
re m o te  p la ces  w h e r e  th e y  in s tr u c te d  d is-
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- F r o m  a n  e a r ly  C h in e s e  w o o d -b lo c k  b o o k

C O N F U C I U S  L I S T E N I N G  T O  T H E  M U S I C  O F  L A O - T S E
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C H I N E S E  M A G I C A L  A N D  E S O T E R I C  S Y M B O L

T h e  c e n tra l p art re p re se n ts  th e  m in g lin g  o f  Y in  a n t! Y a n g , th e  m a le  
a n d  fe m a le  a ttr ib u te s  o f  u n iv e rsa l fo rce . S u r r o u n d in g  th e  c e n tra l m o tif  
a re  th e  tr ig r a m s , or a rr a n g e m e n ts  o f  b ro k e n  an d  u n b r o k e n  lin e s . T h e  
C h in e s e  re c o g n iz e  th e  m a le  an d  fe m a le  p rin c ip le  sy m b o liz e d  by th re e  
b r o k e n  lin e s  an d  th re e  u n b r o k e n  lin e s  as c a u s in g  to  e m a n a te  six  
se co n d a ry  p a tte rn s  ca lled  th e  th re e  son s an d  th e  th re e  d a u g h te rs . O r ie n  
ta lis ts  h av e  seen  a p ara lle l w ith  th e  B ib lic a l  c h a ra c te r  N o a h , w ith  his 
w ife , th e ir  th re e  son s an d  th re e  d a u g h te rs . C h in e se  m a g ic  an d  co s  
m o g o n y  is based  o n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of th e  t r ig ra m  sy m b o ls  w h ic h  are  
e n la rg e d  by c o m b in a t io n s  in to  s ix ty -fo u r  p a tte rn s . T h e s e  a re  used in 
d iv in a tio n , an d  th e  sc ie n ce  w as h ig h ly  cu ltiv a te d  by c e r ta in  T a o is t  
m a g ic ia n s .

— F r o m  Rccherches sur les Superstitions en Chute
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T H E  I M P E R I A L  C H I N E S E  D R A G O N

T h is  sy m b o l o f  c o sm ic  e n e rg y  m o v in g  in  sp ace  p ro b a b ly  o r ig in a te d  
fro m  th e  d isco v ery  o f  th e  s k e le ta l re m a in s  o f  h u g e  p re h is to r ic  m o n ste rs  
in  re m o te  a rea s  o f  C h in a . It w as n o t o n ly  a sy m b o l o f  so v e re ig n ty  ' 
b u t w as as clo se ly  a sso cia ted  w ith  th e  e so te ric  re lig io n s  o f  th e  M id d le  
K in g d o m .

— F r o m  Recherches sur les Superstitions en Chine
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— F r o m  P ic a r t ’s Religious Ceremonials

L A O - T S E ,  B U D D H A ,  A N D  C O N F U C I U S  
— th e  th re e  g re a t te a ch e rs  o f  C h in a



1950 TAOISM 25

c ip le s  a n d  g a in e d  a so lid  re p u ta tio n  fo r 
in te g r ity  an d  in s ig h t.

T h e  se co n d  p erio d  o f  T a o is t -u n fo ld -  
in g  e x te n d e d  fro m  th e  1st c e n tu ry  o f 
o u r  e ra  th ro u g h  th e  7 th  c e n tu ry , an d  
h a s  b e e n  d e scrib e d  as th e  m a g ic a l p h ase . 
A  n e w  ty p e o f  T a o is t  m e ta p h y sic ia n  
c a m e  to  d o m in a te  th e  p o lic ie s  a n d  p r o j 
ec ts  o f  th e  se c t. V a r io u s  tra n s ce n d e n ta l 
a rts  w e re  in tro d u c e d , in c lu d in g  th e  in  
v o k in g  o f  sp ir its , th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
e x tra s e n s o ry  p e rce p tio n s , ty p es  o f  c a b a  
l is tic  sp e c u la t io n , an d  a lc h e m y . T h e  
C h in e s e  a lc h e m is t  c la im e d  th e  sa m e o b  
je c t iv e s  as th e ir  E u r o p e a n  c o n fre re s . 
S e c re t  S o c ie t ie s  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e  in  
C h in a  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d , so  it  is q u ite  
p o ssib le  th a t  th e  T a o is t ,  l ik e  th e  H e r -  
m e tis ts , w e re  s e e k in g  tr a n s m u ta t io n  in 
th e  so c io lo g ica l sp h e re  as w e ll as in  th e 
k in g d o m  o f  th e  m in e ra ls  an d  m e ta ls . 
I t  is  c e r ta in  th a t  th e  T a o is t s  w e re  c o n  
ce rn e d  w ith  th e  m y s te ry  o f  lo n g e v ity , 
a n d , i f  w e  m a y  b e lie v e  th e  h ig h ly  o r n a  
m e n te d  c h ro n ic le s  o f  th e  t im e , m a n y  
su cceed ed  in  e x te n d in g  th e ir  p h y sica l 
liv e s  fa r  b e y o n d  th e  p a tte rn s  o f  n o rm a l 
e x p e c ta n c y . T h e i r  m a g ic  m e d ic in e s , 
d ru g s , a n d  s im p le s  w e re  b e liev ed  to  
possess e x tra o rd in a ry  v irtu e s  an d  to  b e  
s to w  n u m e ro u s  b le s s in g s  u p o n  th o se  c a  
p ab le  o f  w o r k in g  th e  se cre t fo rm u la s .

I t  h as b e e n  a ssu m ed  th a t  th is  w o n d e r  
w o r k in g  e ra  resu lted  fro m  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  n a t io n s  o f  W e s t  A s ia , e sp e c ia lly  I n  
d ia . T h e  H in d u s  w e re  a lre a d y  s tu d e n ts  
o f  se c re t  sc ie n ce s  fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
m e ta p h y s ica l o r  su p e rp h y sica l p o w ers . 
L a o -ts e  h ad  access  to  m a n y  o f  th e  e a r lie r  
re c o rd s  o f  In d ia n  p h ilo so p h y , a n d , by  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra , 
C h in a  w a s in  p o ssession  o f  v a lu a b le  re  
p o rts  c o n c e r n in g  th e  r e lig io n s  an d  p h i 
lo so p h ie s  o f  th e  H in d u s . T h e  d ev e lo p  
m e n t  o f  tra n s c e n d e n ta lis m  a m o n g  th e  
T a o is t s  resu lted  in  a n  e la b o ra te  p an  
th e o n  o f  g e n ii ,  sp ir its , sp r ite s , an d  o th e r  
fa n ta s t ic  c re a tu re s . T h e s e  su p e rm u n - 
d an es a n d  su b m u n d a n e s  in v o lv ed  th e m  
se lv es in  th e  d e stin ie s  o f  m o rta ls , w h ic h  
resu lted  in  c u r io u s  m y th s  a n d  le g e n d s . 
T h e s e  fa b le s  a n d  fa ir y  ta les fo u n d  read y  
a c c e p ta n c e  a m o n g  th e  C h in e s e  an d  b e  

sto w ed  a d e lig h tfu l  a n d  w h im sic a l q u a l  
ity  to  th e  l ite r a tu r e  o f  th e  e ra .

T h e  th ird  p h a se  o f  T a o is m  b e g a n  a b o u t 
th e  7 th  c e n tu ry  A . D .  a n d  c o n tin u e s  to 
th e  p re se n t d ay . T h i s  is p ro p e rly  th e  
re lig io u s  o r  th e o lo g ic a l  a sp e ct o f  th is  
o b scu re  tra d it io n . A s  T a o is m  sp read  
a m o n g  th e  m asses  o f  C h in a , it re q u ire d  
a n  e la b o ra te  m a c h in e ry  to  m a in ta in  its 
c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  p eo p le  a n d  fu lf i l l  th e 
o b lig a t io n s  w h ich  th u s  c a m e  to  b e  e m  
p h a siz e d . T h e  T a o is t s ,  o b se r v in g  th e  
su ccess a t ta in e d  by  th e  B u d d h is t  m is  
s io n a r ie s  f r o m  In d ia  w ith  th e ir  e la b o ra te  
p ro g ra m  o f  m o n a s te ry  b u ild in g  an d  
th e ir  d u ly  v e stu re d  c le rg y , reso lv ed  to 
b u ild  th e ir  o w n  fa ith  in  th e  sa m e  w ay . 
T h e y  w e n t  fu r th e r , h o w e v e r , th a n  to 
m e re ly  co p y  th e  B u d d h is t  p a tte rn  o f  
o r g a n iz a t io n . T h e y  acce p te d  a lso  m a n y  
o f  its d o c tr in e s , r itu a ls , r ite s , an d  p o li 
c ie s , an d  ab so rb ed  a q u a n t ity  o f  its sy m  
b o lis m . T o  be p re c ise , th e  T a o is t s  b e  
g a n  in te g r a t in g  th e ir  o w n  b e lie fs , g a th  
e r in g  sca tte re d  fra g m e n ts  a n d  f it t in g  
th e m  to g e th e r  in to  a sc h e m e  o r  d esig n  
e ss e n tia lly  B u d d h is t ic . T h e y  reg ard ed  
L a o -ts e  as th e  h e a v e n -se n t te a c h e r  an d  
a ssu m ed  th a t  h e  h ad  in te n d e d  h is  d o c  
t r in e  to  b e  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  fo rm a l th e o  
lo g ica l l in e s .

T h u s  C h in a  c a m e  to  h av e  th re e  a n  
c ie n t  s tre a m s o f  re lig io n , a ll o f  th e m  
fo u n d e d  b y  p h ilo so p h e rs  a n d  sag es , 
ra th e r  th a n  b y  th e o lo g ia n s . B u d d h a  w as 
an  a g n o s t ic ; L a o - ts e , a k in d  o f  e th ic a l 
n ih il is t ;  a n d  C o n fu c iu s , a m o ra l t r a d i 
t io n a lis t . T h e r e  is  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t  any 
o n e  o f  th ese  m e n  e x p e c te d , re q u ire d , o r  
ev en  h o p ed  th a t  h is  te a c h in g s  w ou ld  be 
th e o lo g iz e d . U n fo r tu n a te ly , h o w e v e r , 
th e  m in d  o f  th e  m a ss  p e r fo rm s  its  o w n  
a lc h e m ic a l t r a n s m u ta t io n . T h e  m a jo r  
ity  re q u ire s , n o t in s tr u c t io n  b u t e n c o u r  
a g e m e n t, n o t fa c ts  b u t f a ith , n o t lo fty  
h o p e s b u t  s im p le  s o lu tio n s  to  p re ss in g  
p ro b le m s.

I n  a w a y , th e  C h in e s e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  
th re e  d is tin c t  s tre a m s  o f  e th ic a l  in s p ir a  
tio n  h a s  p rov ed  re a so n a b ly  b e n e fic ia l . 
T h e  sev e ra l ty p es  o f  m in d s  th a t  a lw ay s 
d w ell to g e th e r  in  c o m m u n ity  e x p e r ie n c e  
w e re  n o u r is h e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  p ref-
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e re n c e s . T h e  d is tin c tio n s  b e ca m e  e m  
p h ases  ra th e r  th a n  co n tro v e rs ia l  d iv i 
sio n s o f  o p in io n . S o m e  r iv a lry  e x is te d , 
e sp e c ia lly  a f te r  th e  v a rio u s  c u lts  b e g a n  
to  s tru g g le  fo r  e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o litica l 
su p re m a c y . I t  is e a s ie r  to  k e e p  p o litic s  
o u t  o f  re lig io n  th a n  it  is to  k e e p  p o litic s  
o u t o f  th e  re lig io n is ts  th e m se lv e s . T h e  
C h in e s e  a re  o p p o rtu n is ts  by  c o n s t itu t io n  
a n d  c h a r a c te r , a n d  th e y  h av e  se ld o m  
fa ile d  to  p ress a sh re w d  b a r g a in  w h e n  
e v e r  o p p o rtu n ity  a ffo rd e d . A ll  in  a ll, 
h o w e v e r , th e  fa ith s  o f  C h in a  d w e lt  to 
g e th e r  w ith  a fa ir  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  c o n  
s a n g u in ity . T h e  sch o la rs  e x h a u ste d  th e ir  
c o m p e tit iv e  in s tin c ts  in  d is co u rse  an d  
d e b a te  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  an d  th e  p ro  
le ta r ia t  w as u n to u c h e d  by  a b s tr a c t  d is  
a g re e m e n ts .

T h e  th re e  re lig io n s  a lso  h ad  o n e  im  
p o r ta n t  g o a l in  c o m m o n : T h e y  w ere
reso lv ed  to  re fo r m  th e  S ta te . B e h in d  
th e  v e rm ilio n  w a lls  o f  th e  F o r b id d e n  
C ity  w a s e n th ro n e d  th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  
e x tr a o r d in a r y , d w e llin g  in  p e rp e tu a l o p  
p o s itio n  to  th e  o r d in a r y . T h e  E m p e r o r  
w a s  th e  S o n  o f  H e a v e n , b u t m o st o f  h is  
s u b je c ts , th o u g h  h o n o r in g  h im  e x a c tly  
a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p ro p rie tie s , liv ed  in  a 
c o n d it io n  o f  p e rp e tu a l o b je c t io n . E a c h  
c o m m o n  m a n  w o u ld  l ik e  to  h a v e  been  
a p r in c e  o f  th e  b lo o d , b u t  as h e  co u ld  
n o t  h o p e  f o r  su ch  e le v a tio n  h e  w as 
a g a in s t  b o th  th e  th e o ry  a n d  p ra c tic e  o f  
a r is to c ra c y . L ik e  th e  re lig io n s  o f  th e  
W e s t ,  th e  th r e e  fa ith s  o f  C h in a  so u g h t 
to  e n c o u ra g e  th e ir  fo llo w e rs  to  b e  pa 
t ie n t  u n d e r  a d v e rs ity . A  C h in e s e , h o w  
e v e r , sees n o  p ra c tica l m e r it  in  b e  
in g  p a tie n t  a t  a n y  tim e , esp e c ia lly  w h e n  
h e  is u n c o m fo r ta b le . T h e  h o p e  o f  h e a v  
e n  is e n t ic in g , b u t th e  fa c tu a l e v id e n ce  
is  in su ffic ie n t to  ju s t i fy  th e  r e n u n c ia tio n  
o f  te m p o ra l p leasu res . Im m o r ta li ty  is 
a h o p e ; th e  p re se n t life  a c e r ta in ty , an d  
fe w  A s ia t ic s  a re  o f  a m in d  to  ca st aw ay  
c e r ta in t ie s  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  h o p es.

T h e  w a y  o f  c o n te n tm e n t , th e r e fo re , 
is a n ic e  c o m p r o m is e  b e tw e e n  th e  n o w , 
th e  fu tu r e , an d  th e  n e v e r . W is e r  th a n  
m o s t  O c c id e n ta l p o w e rs , th e  C h in e s e  
b u i lt  th e ir  h o p e , an d  fo r  th a t  m a tte r  
t h e ir  c e r ta in ty , u p o n  m o d e ra t io n . T h e y

d id  n o t re q u ire  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  e x tra v  
a g a n t  d e m a n d s in  o r d e r  th a t  th ey  
m ig h t  c a p tu r e  a n d  h o ld  th e  e lu s iv e  sh ap e 
o f  p le a su re . B y  m o d e ra t io n  th e y  re  
d u ce d  th e ir  w a n ts  to  th e ir  e x p e c ta n c ie s , 
th u s  o v e rc o m in g  a v ast a m o u n t  o f  stress 
an d  s tra in . T h e y  w e re  a lso  sh rew d  
e n o u g h  to  r e a liz e  th a t e x ce ss iv e  d e m a n d  
c re a te s  sca rc ity  a n d  ra ise s  p rice s . T h e  
in d if fe r e n t  p u rc h a se r  b u y s c h e a p e r . I f  
th e  m e r c h a n t  f in d s  o u t  t h a t  o n e ’s h e a rt  
is se t  u p o n  th e  g o o d s , th e  p r ic e  g o es  
u p . I f ,  h o w e v e r , h e k n o w s  th a t  o n e  is 
p e r fe c tly  p re p a re d  to  g o  w ith o u t  a c e r  
ta in  a r t ic le , it is u p  to  h im  to  o ffe r  a ll 
p o ssib le  in d u c e m e n ts  to  m a k e  a sa le .

T h e  p e r fe c t  w a y  to  o v e rco m e  th e  a r  
ro g a n c e  o f  p r in ce s  is to  p ro v e  th a t  w e 
c a n  liv e  w e ll w ith o u t  th e m . T h e y  ta k e  
a g re a te r  in te re s t  in  th e ir  p eo p le  to  th e  
d e g re e  th a t  th e  p e o p le  ta k e  less in te re s t  
in  th e m . T h i s  m a y  b e  C h in e s e  lo g ic , 
b u t  it  h as p o ss ib ilitie s  w h e r e v e r  h u m a n  
b e in g s  a d v a n ce  th e ir  o w n  a m b it io n s  a t  
th e  e x p e n se  o f  o n e  a n o th e r . A ls o , th e  
in d u c e m e n t to  th e  e le v a tio n  o f  o n e ’s m a  
te r ia l e sta te  is fru s tr a te d  if  o th e r  m e n  
a cce p t o n e  o n ly  as a n  e q u a l . I f  o u r  b id  
to  fa m e  is o f  n o  in te re s t  to  th e  p ro le  
ta r ia t  a n d  n o  o n e  v a lu es  th a t w h ic h  w e 
h a v e  a c c o m p lish e d  o r  a c c u m u la te d , 
m a n y  in d u c e m e n ts  to  ty ra n n y  o r  m o n o p  
o ly  a re  re m o v e d . T h e  c o m m o n e r  m a n  
is th e  m a k e r  a n d  b r e a k e r  o f  p r in ce s . H e  
m a k e s  th e m  by  a d o r in g  th e m , an d  
b re a k s  th e m  by  ig n o r in g  th e m .

T h e  l ife  o f  L a o - ts e , as it is p reserv ed  
b y  C h in e s e  h is to r ia n s , is c e r ta in ly  a 
m ix tu re  o f  fa c t  a n d  fic tio n . H e  h as 
co m e  to  b e , as a ll g re a t  re lig io u s  lead ers 
m u st a lw a y s  c o m e  to  be, a sy m b o l an d  
p e r so n ific a t io n  o f  th e  d o c tr in e  im p u te d  
to  h im . M u c h  o f  th is  d o c tr in e  is  o n ly  
a n  in te r p r e ta t io n  o r  c o m m e n ta ry  ad d ed  
la te r , b u t th e se  a m e n d m e n ts  a re  n o w  
a ssu m ed  to  be p arts  o f  th e  o r ig in a l 
re v e la t io n . L a o - ts e ’s c a re e r  is fo u n d e d  
u p o n  “ k n o w le d g e  f r o m  w ith in .” I t  fo l 
lo w s th a t  h is  se c t sh o u ld  e m p h a s iz e  th e  
m y stica l c o n te n t ,  a n d  re g a rd  w ith  d is  
fa v o r  a ll th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  h y p e r in te lle c -  
tu a lis m . A lth o u g h  g ra d u a lly  in v o lv e d  
in  a ra th e r  e la b o ra te  p a tte rn  o f  b e lie fs ,
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p r im itiv e  T a o is m  h e ld  c o n te n tm e n t  to  
b e  its p r in c ip a l d is c ip lin e . In  th e  c o m  
p o u n d  o f  s a lv a tio n , m a n  su p p lied  th e  
n e g a tiv e  in g re d ie n t , w h ic h  w as th e  s im  
p le c a p a c ity  to  re c e iv e  tru th  in to  th e  
se lf . I t  so u n d s , a t  f ir s t , as th o u g h  th e  
c u lt iv a tio n  o f  c o n te n tm e n t  w o u ld  n o t b e  
to o  d iff icu lt, b u t  e x p e r ie n c e  te m p e rs  
o v e ro p tim is m . A f te r  a ll, l iv in g  to g e th e r  
in  p ea ce  a n d  a m ity  w o u ld  se e m  to  b e  
q u ite  n a tu ra l, b u t w e d isco v e r  n u m e ro u s  
in te m p e ra n c e s  w ith in  o u rse lv es  w h e n  
w e  essay  th e  s im p le  l ife . A s o u r e x p e r i  
m e n t  in  C h in e s e  a lch e m y  p ro ce e d s, w e 
d is co v e r  to  o u r  c o n s te rn a tio n  th a t  w e 
a re  a c tu a lly  d is co n te n te d  w ith  c o n te n t  
m e n t  i f  w e f in d  an y  e v id e n ce s  o f th is  
su b lim a te d  e x p e r ie n c e . W e  d isco v e r , 
a lso , th a t  w e  a c tu a lly  liv e  to  b e  d is c o n  
te n te d , a n d  th a t it is  a bad  d ay  w h e n  
n o th in g  h a p p e n s  w h ic h  g iv e s  g ro u n d  
fo r  c o m p la in t . W e  a re  lite r a lly  bo red  
to  d is tr a c tio n  a t  th e  v ery  th o u g h t  o f  liv  
in g  h a p p ily  e v e r  a fte r .

I t  w o u ld  be h ard  to  c o n v in c e  th e  
a v e ra g e  A m e r ic a n  b u sin ess  m a n , w ith  
h is  b a tte ry  o f  te le p h o n e s , h is  in v e s t 
m e n ts , h is  c o m p e tito rs , h is  e x tra v a g a n t  
fa m ily , an d  h is  p e r io d ic  o u tb u rs ts  o f  d is 
s ip a t io n , th a t  th e r e  co u ld  b e  a n y  rea l o r  
p e r m a n e n t  a d v a n ta g e  o r  la s tin g  p le a su re  
to  b e  g a in e d  b y  s i t t in g  u n d e r  a m u l 
b e rry  tre e  w r it in g  p o e try . A f te r  lis te n  
in g  to  th e  p ro sp e c t, h e  w o u ld  b e  a p t to 
sa y : “ N o  w o n d e r  C h in a  is in  a s ta te  o f 
p erp etu a l d iff icu lty .”  T h e  C h in e s e  w o u ld  
a n s w e r  th is  c r i t ic is m  th a t th e  O c c id e n ta l 
is w o r k in g  h im s e lf  to  d e a th  in  th e  h op e 
th a t  by  k e e p in g  h is  m in d  a n d  b o d y  p er 
p e tu a lly  o c cu p ie d  h e  w ill  d e p a rt  f r o m  
th is  sp h e re  b e fo re  h e  h a s  le isu re  to  re a l 
iz e  th a t  h e h a s  a c tu a lly  n e v e r  liv e d . T h e  
su p e rfic ia l-m in d e d  a re  a fra id  o f  le isu re  
b e ca u se  it su p p lie s  th e  t im e  n e cessa ry  
fo r  s e lf -e s tim a tio n .

K n o w in g  fr o m  w ith in  is o n ly  p o ssib le  
to  th e  in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  fre e d  h is  se n  
s itiv e  p sy ch ic  o r g a n is m  fro m  th e  h a llu  
c in a t io n  o f  fa ls e  v a lu es . T h e  C h in e se  
co n c e p t o f  c o n te n tm e n t  is m u c h  h ig h e r  
th a n  th a t  o f  m e re  p h y sica l c o m fo r ts . 
L a s t in g  c o n te n tm e n t  re q u ire s  in te rn a l 
p ea ce , an d  p e a ce  in  tu rn  is a b y -p ro d u ct

o f  lo fty  c o n v ic t io n s  d e v o u tly  h e ld  a n d  
s in ce re ly  p ra c tic e d . T h e  c o n te n te d  m a n  
is  th e  p e r fe c t  sa g e , th e  read y  in s tr u m e n t 
o f  T a o .  H e  h as a ch ie v e d  su ch  tr a n q u il  
lity  o f  sp ir it  th a t  h e  is n o  lo n g e r  s u b je c t  
to  th e  s to rm s  o f  th e  m o rta l s tr ife . H e  
m a y  b e  p ic tu re d  sea ted  q u ie tly  in  so m e 
v e rd a n t  d e ll, sh a d o w e d  by  g r e a t  ro c k s  
a n d  s tra n g e  l it t le  tre e s . B e fo r e  h im  is 
th e  sea , w ith  m is t  h a n g in g  o v e r th e  
w a te r  a n d  th e  d im  fo rm s  o f  s a il in g  
sh ip s . H e  h a s  re tu rn e d  to  N a tu r e , n o t 
as a n  a n im a l g o in g  b a c k  to  its  d e n , b u t 
as a h u m a n  b e in g  e x p e r ie n c in g  a g re a t  
sy m p a th y  fo r  th e  b e a u ty  a n d  w o n d e r  o f  
th e  u n iv e rse . T h e  sa g e  h as re n o u n ce d  
n o th in g  in  c o m p a r is o n  to  w h a t  h e  h a s  
g a in e d . A f te r  a ll, w ith o u t  c o n te n tm e n t , 
h ow  ca n  a n y  m a n  e n jo y  th e  rew a rd s 
o f  h is  la b o r ?  W h a t  d o  w e  g a in  by  a c  
c u m u la t in g  th e  tre a su re s  o f  th e  e a r th  if  
o u r  h e a rts  a re  e m p ty  an d  o u r  liv es  b u r  
d en ed  w ith  fe a rs  an d  d o u b ts ?  W h ic h  
o n e  fu lf i l ls  th e  d e stin y  fo r  w h ic h  h e  w as 
c r e a te d : h e  w h o  h a s  lit t le  a n d  is m u c h , 
o r  h e  w h o  h a s  m u c h  a n d  is l i t t le ?

A b o v e  an d  b e y o n d  e v e n  th e s e  c o n  
s id e ra tio n s  is th e  p e c u lia r  f ru s tr a tio n  
w h ic h  lo c k s  us a ll in  th e  m o rta l  p riso n . 
T h e  s e e k in g  m in d  o f  m a n , re a c h in g  
o u t to w a rd  th o se  tru th s  w h ic h  a lo n e  ca n  
fre e  h im , f in d s  n o th in g  b u t sp ace  a n d  
sta rs . T h e  m a te r ia lis t  c a n  n e v e r  fre e  
h is  co n sc io u sn e ss  f ro m  th e  o v e rsh a d o w  
in g  g lo o m  o f  fu t il i ty . H e  s tru g g le s , 
g a in s  an d  lo ses , bu y s a n d  se lls , fe a rs  
an d  h o p e s , an d  a ll th e  rest is d a rk n e s s . 
H is  v ery  l ife  is  a s tru g g le  a g a in s t  t im e , 
w h ic h  d e n ie s  h im  f u lf i l lm e n t  an d  th e  
v ery  e n jo y m e n t  h e  h o p es to  g a in  fro m  
h is o w n  a c c u m u la t io n s . N o  w o n d e r  
m o rta ls , so  in h ib ite d , fa ll  in to  d esp era te  
w a y s.

P e rh a p s  th e  la s t h o u r  o f  a m a n ’s life  
is th e  m o st s ig n if ic a n t . T h e  su ccess o r  
fa ilu r e  o f  h is  e n t ir e  c a re e r  is m e a su re d  
by th e  d e g re e  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  w ith  w h ic h



28 HORIZON Spring

h e  faces  th e  in e v ita b le  c h a n g e . In  th o se  
la s t  m o m e n ts , c o n te n tm e n t  a lo n e  ca rr ie s  
th e  sp ir it  v ic to r io u s ly  tovvard th e  u n  
k n o w n . T h e r e  is less sh o ck  in  t ra n s i 
t io n  fo r  th o se  w h o  h av e  b e co m e  c it iz e n s  
o f  e te rn ity  ev en  w h ile  th e y  still d w e lt  in  
t im e .

E v e n  a s s u m in g  th a t  th e  O c c id e n ta l  is 
n o t n a tu ra lly  a d d ic te d  to  c o n te m p la tiv e  
w a y s, it m ig h t  be u se fu l to  e n la r g e , a t 
le a s t  to  a d e g re e , th e  s im p le  ca p a c ity  fo r  
c o n te n tm e n t . W e  c a n n o t  be ta u g h t  h o w  
to  be h ap p y  o r  h o w  to  d is c r im in a te  b e  
tw e e n  re a l a n d  fa lse  v a lu es , b u t w e  ca n  
b e  in sp ire d  to  e x p lo re  th is  sp h e re  o f  
so u l-p o te n cy  fo r  o u rse lv e s . W e  c a n  b e  
g in  by a n a ly z in g  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  o u r 
d is c o n te n t . E le r e  a sen se o f  h u m o r  is 
in v a lu a b le . E v e n  a su p e rfic ia l an a ly sis  
w ill c o n v in c e  a n y  re a so n a b le  p erso n  th a t  
h e  is p e r m it tin g  m a n y  tr iv ia l co n c e r n s  to  
ca u se  h im  p a in  an d  m is e ry  f a r  beyo n d  
th e  d eg ree  o f  th e ir  o w n  im p o rta n c e . W e  
m a y  ev en  m a k e  th e  d is c o n c e r t in g  d is  
co v e ry  th a t w e are u n h a p p y  by a t r a d i 
t io n a l p o licy . D is c o n te n t  is h a b it - fo r m  
in g , a n d  w e  b e lie v e  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  a l  
w ay s b e  u n c o m fo r ta b le  w h e n  th in g s  d o 
n o t g o  to  o u r  l ik in g . N o t  to  re a c t  e x  
ce ss iv e ly  is to b re a k  th e  co d e  w h ic h  d e  
c re e s  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  s ta m p  u p  an d  
d o w n , sh o u t a n d  s c re a m , w a v e  o u r  fis ts  
u n d e r  o th e r  f o lk ’s n o ses , a n d  tell th e m  
e x a c tly  w h a t  w e  th in k . O f  c o u rs e , w e 
te ll  th e m  w h a t  w e th in k  m o st e lo q u e n tly  
w h e n  w e  d o  n o t th in k .

I f  w e  d o  n o t sh o w  p ro p e r a g ita t io n
a n d  d is p le a su re , w e  b e g in  to  w o n d e r  if  
w e  a re  lo s in g  o u r  g r ip  o r  w h e th e r  w e  
need  m o re  v ita m in s . O u r  fr ie n d s  h in t  
th a t  w e  a re  o v e rw o rk e d  o r  th a t w e  hav e 
so m e  d eep  a n d  se r io u s d e p re ss io n  in  
o u r  souls. I f  w e a re  ca lm  a n d  p lacid  
in  e v e n  a s lig h t  e m e rg e n c y , w e  v io la te  
th e  sacred  ta b o o s o f  o u r  tr ib e , a n d  it 
b e co m e s  th e  re lig io u s  d u ty  o f  th o se
a b o u t  us to  ir r i ta te  us u n til w e f in a lly
resp on d  as e x p e c te d . W e  m a y  h a v e
d esp ised  a c e r ta in  p erso n  h e a r t ily , b u t 
w e  e x p e c t to  w e e p  a t h is  fu n e r a l ,  an d  
i f  th e  tea rs  d o  n o t  c o m e  w e  su sp e ct o u r  
se lv es  o f b e in g  d e fic ie n t  in  th e  h u m a n  
in s tin c ts . L iv in g  c o n s ta n tly  in  th e  e x  

p e c ta n c y  o f  b e in g  a n n o y e d , ir r ita te d , e x  
p lo ite d , a n d  in te r fe re d  w ith , w e d ev e lo p  
a n  a r m a m e n t o f  su b co n sc io u s  re fle x e s . 
W e  are  su sp ic io u s o f  o th e rs  w h e n  th ey  
lo o k  too  h a p p y , a n d  su sp ic io u s  o f  o u r  
se lv es i f  w e  fee l to o  p la c id . A s on e 
ro b u st c h a r a c te r  ob serv ed  w h e n  d e s c r ib  
in g  a fevv h a p p y  in te r lu d e s  in  h is  a f fa ir s : 
“T h e y  w e re  ju s t  c a lm s  b e fo re  s to r m s .”

T h e  T a o is t  le a rn e d  th a t  i f  h e  w ish ed  
to  sa v e  h im s e lf  a g re a t  m a n y  a c tu a lly  
u n n e c e ssa ry  m is e r ie s , h e  m u st g a in  th e  
sk ill  to  m e n ta lly  th ro w  a w a y  a m a ss  o f  
t r iv ia . H e  m u st a llo w  a c e r ta in  a m o u n t 
o f  id le  c o n v e rsa tio n  to  g o  in  o n e  e a r  
an d  o u t th e  o th e r . H e  m u st n o t p erso n  
a l iz e  th e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  o th e rs— th e  m o re  
h e  p e r so n a liz e d , th e  m o re  o f te n  h e  w o u ld  
be in s u lte d . W h y  d e fe n d  fo re v e r  a t t i  
tu d es w h ic h  i f  w ro n g  c a n n o t  be d e  
fe n d e d , an d  i f  r ig h t  c a n n o t  b e  su ccess  
fu lly  a ss a ile d ?  T h e  e g o  lo ad ed  w ith  
p erso n a l p rid e  f ig h ts  b a c k  at th e  s lig h t  
est p ro v o c a tio n . B u t  w h e n  w isd o m  
w ears o u t p rid e , a n d  th e  p h ilo so p h e r  h as 
fu lly  re a liz e d  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  h is  o w n  
a b s u rd ity , th e n  an d  th e n  o n ly  c a n  h e 
re la x  b e ca u se  h e is in v u ln e ra b le .

O n e  c a n n o t  in s u lt  a m a n  w h o  a lrea d y  
k n o w s  w ith  c e r ta in ty  h o w  l it t le  h e is 
w o r th . A f te r  h e  h a s  e x p e r ie n ce d  fu lly  
w ith in  h im s e lf  th e  e m p tin e ss  o f  h is  o w n  
so u l, h e  has a ch ie v e d  to  a s ta te  o f  ca  
p a c ity . T o  u se a C h in e s e  fa b le , h e  h as  
n o t p o u red  o u t th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  v es 
se l; h e  h a s  m e re ly  ta k e n  th e  m e n ta l lid  
o f f  a n  e m p ty  cu p . H a v in g  a ch ie v e d  
e m p tin e ss , its e lf  a m ig h ty  w o r k , h e  is 
p re p a red  fo r  fu lln e ss . In to  th e  n a tiv e  
v a cu u m  c a n  flo w  th e  m ig h ty  s tre a m  o f  
T a o .  W h e r e  o p in io n  an d  c o n c e it  o n ce  
s tru g g le d  fo r  su p re m a c y , re a liz a t io n  n o w  
flo w s, se re n e ly  f il l in g  a ll th in g s  w ith  a n  
e te rn a l g o o d n e ss .

T h e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  th e  m a n -m in d  
re q u ire s  g re a t  s tre n g th  o f  p u rp o se . A  
n ew  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu es  m u st b e  re c o g  
n iz e d , b y  w h ic h  th e  c h a r a c te r  is s t r e n g th  
en ed  fo r  a p ro je c t  w h ic h  m a y  n o t at 
th e  b e g in n in g  a p p e a r e sp e c ia lly  p ro fit  
a b le . W e  c a n n o t  o v e rco m e  th e  ty ra n n y  
o f  th e  m in d  by  fo r c e fu lly  c o n v e r tin g  th e  
fa c u lt ie s  to  so m e n e w  a n d  h ig h e r  s ta n d -
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ard  o f  a c t iv ity . T h e  re g e n e ra t io n  ca n  
o n ly  be a ch ie v e d  th ro u g h  th e  g e n tle  an d  
n o rm a l g ro w th  o f  th e  in te rn a l co n sc io u s  
n ess o f  v a lu e s . W e  act in  a c c o rd a n c e  
w ith  c o n v ic t io n . T h e  c o n v ic t io n  m u st 
c h a n g e  f ir s t , o th e rw is e  co n flic t  is o n ly  
in cre a se d .

In  th e  W e s te r n  w o r ld , th e re  is a p ra c  
t ic a l  in d u c e m e n t to  th e  c u lt iv a tio n  o f  
c o n te n tm e n t . T h e  p re ssu re  an d  s tra in  
p re se n t in  th e  d isp o s itio n s  o f  th e  d is 
c o n te n te d  resu lt in  se r io u s h e a lth  p ro b  
le m s w h ic h  n o  o n e  to d a y  c a n  a ffo rd . 
C o n te n tm e n t  n o w  h a s a ca sh  v a lu e  an d  
m a y  d e te r m in e  th e  su ccess o r fa ilu r e  o f  
a n  im p o rta n t  ca re e r— o r a ca re e r  im p o r  
ta n t  to  th e  p erson  in v o lv e d . M a n y  se r i 
o u s p h y sica l a ilm e n ts  o r ig in a te  in  te n  
s io n , an d  m o st te n se  p erson s h av e  th e ir  
m in d s  f ix e d  too  in te n tly  u p o n  th e m  
selv es. T h e  te m p e ra m e n ta l p e c u lia r it ie s  
g ra d u a lly  ta k e  c o n tro l o f  th e  w h o le  l ife  
a n d  d e fe a t w id e ly  sca tte re d  o b je c tiv e s .

W e  m u st a g a in  e x a m in e  L a o -ts e ’s 
b a s ic  p h ilo so p h y  o f  nonaction. I t  m u st 
n e v e r  b e  co n fu se d  w ith  inaction. In  
T a o is m , n o n a c tio n  is a re m a in in g  a lo o f  
f ro m  n e g a tiv e  e n ta n g le m e n ts  o r  a re fu sa l 
to  p e r m it  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  to  be im  
m ersed  in  se c o n d a ry  m a tte rs . A f te r  a ll, 
th e  te rm  action im p lie s  fo r  us a c t iv ity  in 
th e  m a te r ia l  o r  p h y sica l w o rld . I t  is 
q u a n t ita t iv e  a c t io n , m e a su re d  in  te rm s  
o f  e n e rg y  e x p e n d e d . T r a d it io n a lly  w e  
a re  su p p osed  to  do s o m e th in g  a b o u t 
e v e r y th in g  th a t  h a p p e n s , ev ery  th o u g h t  
th a t  c o m e s  to  th e  m in d , an d  ev e ry  in  
s tin c t  th a t  a r ise s  in  th e  p sy ch e . W e  
h a v e  lo s t in te re s t  in  what w e  sh ou ld  d o , 
ta k in g  th e  a tt itu d e  th a t  a c t iv ity  p er se 
is a sy m b o l o f  p ro p e r re a c tio n  s t im u lu s . 
O f te n  w e  d o  s o m e th in g  w ith o u t  k n o w  
in g  w h a t  w e  a re  d o in g  or w h y  w e  h av e  
reso lv ed  o n  a p a rticu la r  a c t io n . F r e  
q u e n tly , th e  th in g  w e  do m a k e s  th e  
w h o le  m a tte r  w o rs e , w h ic h  in  tu r n  re  
q u ire s  m o re  d o in g , u n til  w e  e x h a u s t o u r  
e n e rg y  re so u rce s  in  th e  v a in  e ffo r t  to 
m a in ta in  p e rp e tu a l in te n s ity  o f  c o n d u c t .

A c t io n  is u n im p o r ta n t  u n le ss  it lead s 
to  a d e q u a te  a c c o m p lis h m e n t. W h e r e  
a c c o m p lis h m e n t is o b v io u sly  im p o ss ib le , 
n o n a c tio n  is c le a r ly  in d ic a te d . T h e

su p re m e  fa lla c y  th a t  c a n  a rise  in  h u m a n  
co n sc io u sn e ss  is a c t io n  a g a in s t  N a tu r e , 
a g a in s t  t r u th , a g a in s t  l if e ,  o r  a g a in s t  
T a o .  T h u s  re b e llio n  a g a in s t  th e  d iv in e  
w a y  lead s o n ly  to  th e  c o m p le te  e x h a u s  
t io n  o f  th e  re b e l. N a tu r e  its e lf  is in  n o  
w ay  ch a n g e d  o r  a lte re d  by th e  d is c o n  
te n t  o f  m o rta ls . I f  a c t io n  a g a in s t  N a tu r e  
is f ru it le s s , a c t io n  w h ic h  se e k s to  a c  
co m p lish  th a t  w h ic h  N a tu r e  d oes n o t 
rev e a l to  b e  n e cessa ry  is a lso  w a s te fu l. 
N a tu r e  g iv e s  th e  o x  a n o se , b u t m a n  
p u ts  a r in g  in  th e  n o se . T h e  n o se  is 
rea l a n d  th e  r in g  is a r t i f ic ia l , an d  it is 
o f  n o  in te re s t  to  th e  u n iv e rse  w h a t  m a  
te r ia l is used  to  m a k e  th e  r in g  o r  w h a t  
law s are  im p o sed  to  re q u ire  th e  p re sen ce  
o f  th e  r in g . I n  th e  sa m e  w a y , T a o  
m a k e s  fe e t , an d  m e n  m a k e  sh oes. M e n  
m a y  p r e fe r  to  w e a r  sh o e s ; i f  so , T a o  
is n o t c o n c e rn e d . T h e  m a te r ia l  u sed  fo r  
fo o tg e a r , th e  sty le , th e  sh a p e  th e r e o f , 
an d  th e  d iffe re n c e s  o f  ta s te  an d  m a n u  
fa c tu r e  m a y  b e  o f  p ro fo u n d  s ig n if ic a n c e  
to  th e  m a n -m in d , b u t d o  n o t  e x is t  fo r  
th e  w o r ld -m in d .

F o o lis h  p eo p le  b e c o m e  d eep ly  c o n  
ce rn e d  o v e r  a d o r n m e n t , an d  ig n o re  th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  th a t  w h ic h  th e y  a d o rn . 
P la to  ask ed  th e  fa s h io n a b le  A lc ib ia d e s  
w h y  h e  m a d e  a je w e le d  sh e a th  fo r  a 
le a d e n  d a g g e r . W e  w a g e  a m ig h ty  w a r  
fa re  o f  d isse n s io n s o v e r  o u tw a rd  a p p e a r  
a n c e s , b u t  a b o u t e sse n tia l c h a r a c te r , w e 
a re  re g r e tta b ly  in d if fe r e n t . S im p lic ity  
fre e s  us f r o m  th e  id le  in te re s ts  o f  th e  
u n in fo r m e d . I f  w e  fa il  to  ta k e  n o tice  
o f  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  d o m in a te  th e  in  
te rests  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o rs  o r  cease  s tr iv in g  
a f te r  th a t  w h ic h  e ss e n tia lly  is m e a n in g  
less i f  a t ta in e d , w e  a re  a ccu sed  o f  in a c  
t io n . In  fa c t ,  w e  a re  p ra c tic in g  d is c r im  
in a t in g  n o n a c tio n . W e  re fu se  to  a ccep t 
th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  m a n -m in d , an d  re  
serve to  o u rse lv es  th e  r ig h t  o f  se lf-e x  
p re ssio n  w ith in  th e  re a s o n a b le  b o u n  
d a r ie s  o f  p ro p rie ty . E v e n  p ro p rie ty  is 
m a d e  in  h e a v e n  a n d  n o t o n  e a r th . L ib  
e r a t io n  fro m  th e  ob sessio n s o f  th e  m a n - 
m in d  a n d  its  a d d ic t io n  to  b r ic -a -b ra c k e ry  
in  g e n e r a l p e rm its  th e  in te lle c t  to  c u l 
t iv a te  t r a n q u il i ty . T h i s  d oes n o t  m e a n  
th a t  w e  b e c o m e  p h y s ic a lly  la z y  o r  m e n -
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ta lly  in d if fe r e n t ;  ra th e r  in d iffe re n c e  it  
se lf  is re a lly  la c k  o f  d is c r im in a tio n . W e  
a re  m o re  in d iffe re n t  w h e n  w e  sca tte r  o u r  
m e n ta l re so u rce s  o v e r a la rg e  a re a  o f  
u n im p o r ta n t  a c t iv it ie s  th a n  w h e n  w e 
re fu s e  to  a cce p t th e  m ir a g e  as a  re a lity .

H o w  fa r  w ill a g g re ss io n  ta k e  us in  
th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  N a tu r e ?  T h i s  q u e s tio n  
f o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  is b e g in n in g  to  in te re s t 
e v e n  m a th e m a tic ia n s  an d  p h y sic ists . 
C a n  w e e v e r  c o n q u e r  to  th e  d eg ree  o f  
b e c o m in g  s e c u re ?  T h e r e  is n o  e v id e n ce  
as yet th a t th is  ca n  b e  a cco m p lish e d . 
E a c h  n e w  d isco v ery  b r in g s  sev era l p ro b  
le m s  fo r  e a ch  o n e  th a t  it  so lv es, a n d  
d ay  by  d ay th e  co n fu s io n  g ro w s . T o  
p in  o u r  fa ith  u p o n  o u r  a b ility  to  d o m  
in a te  e x te rn a ls  a p p e a rs  l it t le  s h o r t  o f  ir  
r a t io n a l. I t  is th e  sa m e  as a tta c h in g  
o u r  h a p p in e ss  to  th e  liv es o f  o th e r  p er 
so n s.

T h e  T a o is t  fin a lly  le a rn e d  th a t , esse n  
t ia l ly  s p e a k in g , th e  o p in io n s  o f  o th e rs , 
th e m se lv e s  u n q u a lif ie d  t o  h a v e  o p in io n s , 
w e re  n o t im p o rta n t . T h e  sch o la r  m ay  
se e m  to  be w a s t in g  h is  t im e , b u t a c r i t  
ic is m  o f  h is  c o n d u c t  by  w a stre ls  d oes 
n o t p ro fo u n d ly  s tir  h is  im a g in a t io n . T h e  
c r i t ic is m  o f  th o se  w h o  liv e  b ad ly  are  
w o r th  n o  m o re  to  o th e rs  th a n  to  th e  
c r i t ic s  th e m se lv e s . I t  is , th e r e fo r e , n e c  
essary  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  d e d ica te d  to  
p r in c ip le s  to  g a in  a c e r ta in  s tre n g th

fr o m  th e s e  p r in c ip le s  so  th a t th e y  w ill 
n o t b e  in ju r e d  by  c o n d e m n a tio n . I f  
w e a re  n o t s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  do w h a t 
w e  b e lie v e  a n d  ta k e  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s , 
w e  a re  n o t read y  fo r  th e  p a th  o f  T a o .  
In  o r d e r  to  h av e  a g o o d  n a m e  a m o n g  
th e  fo o lis h , w e  m u st o u rse lv e s  b e  fo o lish . 
I f  w e  d e p a rt f r o m  th e  c o m m o n  p ra c  
t ic e s , w e  a re  re g a rd e d  w ith  th e  u tm o st 
su sp ic io n , an d  o u r  ev e ry  m o tiv a tio n  is 
su b je c t  to  m is in te rp re ta t io n .

N o n a c t io n , th e n , is n o n -co -o p e ra tio n  
w ith  i llu s io n . B y  it th e  sa in t o r  sag e 
resists  th e  d ic ta to r ia l p re ssu res o f  th e  
m a n -m in d  in  h im s e lf  a n d  its  re fle c tio n , 
th e  m a ss -m in d , in  th e  w o rld . In  o rd e r  
to  liv e  h is  o w n  l ife  in  h is  o w n  w ay  
a n d  n o t to  c o m p lic a te  so cia l p ro b le m s 
in  h is  e n v ir o n m e n t, th e  sc h o la r  t ra d i 
t io n a lly  re tire s  to  so m e  sh e lte re d  a n d  
d is ta n t p lace  w h e r e  h is p e cu lia r it ie s  ca n  
a n n o y  n o  o n e  b u t  h im s e lf . I f  o th e rs  
in s is t  u p o n  in v a d in g  h is  p riv a c y , th e y  
m u st  e n d u r e  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s , an d  th ey  
are  a ll p riv ile g e d  to  d e p a rt . T h u s  h e 
h o ld s  up  h is  m ir r o r  to  n o  o th e r  m a n ’s 

fa c e , an d  h as  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  te s t  th e  

su ffic ien cy  o f  h is  o w n  c o n v ic tio n s . I f  

th e se  c o n v ic t io n s  a re  n o t s tro n g  e n o u g h , 

h e  so on  h a s te n s  b a c k  to  th e  sh e lte r  o f  
th e  c o lle c tiv e  an d  p o n d e rs  h is  m is fo r  

tu n e s  a lo n g  w ith  th e  rest.
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T h e  sa g e , h o w e v e r , d oes n o t se ttle  
d o w n  to  a u seless a n d  in tro v e rte d  iso la  
t io n . H e  re q u ire s  a p erio d  o f  rep o se  
in  w h ic h  to  g a th e r  a n d  o r g a n iz e  h is 
re so u rce s . G r a d u a lly , th e n , h e  b e g in s  
to  test h is  n e w  s tre n g th , a n d , l ik e  a  
ch ild  le a r n in g  to  w a lk , b e g in s  w ith  a 
few  h e s ita n t  step s . A s h is  n e w  p r in  
c ip le s  s tre n g th e n  w ith in  h im , h e  g a in s  
th e  p o w er o r  th e  se c u r ity  to  b e  in  th e  
w o rld  b u t n o t  o f  it . H e  d isco v ers  th a t 
h is  in te rn a l c o n te n tm e n t  b e co m e s  p ro o f 
a g a in s t  th e  p ressu res o f  th e  i llu s io n . 
V is io n  h a s  g iv e n  h im  n e w  in s tr u m e n ts  
o f  u t il ity . D e ta c h m e n t  h as  b e sto w ed  
n e w  in te g r ity  o f  ju d g m e n t, a n d  s im p lic  
ity  h a s  fre e d  h im  fo re v e r  fro m  th e  lu re s  
o f  b r ib e ry  a n d  fla tte ry . H e  h a s  b e co m e  
a n  h o n e s t m a n , n o t by  fe a r  o f  p u n ish  
m e n t  o r  h o p e  o f  re w a rd , b u t b e ca u se  it 
is s a tis fa c to ry  to  h im s e lf . T h e  C h in e se  
h av e  a lw a y s  h eld  th a t  su ch  m e n  are  
su ited  to  g o v e rn  o th e rs , b u t by  th is  t im e  
th e  sag e  is se ld o m  so  in c lin e d . H e  
th in k s  it is th e  la r g e r  p art o f  w isd o m  
fo r  m e n  to  g o v e rn  th e m se lv e s  a n d  fo r  
T a o  to  ru le  th e  w o rld . T h e  m u n d a n e  
sp h ere  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  w ith o u t  a so lid  
g o v e r n m e n t. T a o  m a k e s  all th e  la w s 
th a t  a re  im p o rta n t  a n d  e n fo rc e s  th e m  by 
a p a tte rn  o f  in e v ita b le s . G o v e r n o rs  o f  
S ta te s  h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  p a tte rn  th e ir  
la w s fro m  th o se  o f  T a o .  I f  th e y  do n o t 
ch o o se  to  d o so , th e  S ta te  is b u rd e n e d  
w ith  so rro w  a n d  c o rru p tio n .

I f  a n  o ld  T a o is t  p h ilo so p h e r  sh o u ld  be 
a sk e d  ( a  m o st u n lik e ly  c ir c u m s ta n c e )  
to  r e c o m m e n d  th e  f ir s t  s tep  in  th e  re  
o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  h u m a n ity ’s so cia l a n d  
p o lit ic a l s tru c tu re , h e w o u ld  a lm o s t  im  
m e d ia te ly  re q u ire  th a t a g re a t  session  
o f  sch o la rs  b e  ca lled  to d e te r m in e  e sse n  
tia ls . T h e  f ir s t  r e q u ir e m e n t  in  h is m in d  
w o u ld  b e  s im p lif ic a tio n . A  sh a rp  lin e  
m u s t  b e  d ra w n  b e tw e e n  th a t  w h ic h  is 
n e ce ssa ry  a n d  th a t  w h ic h  is m e re ly  th e  
o b je c t  o f  d e s ire . S im p lif ic a t io n  w o u ld  
lead  p ro b a b ly  to  w h a t  m o st p eo p le  
w o u ld  ca ll a  lo w e r  sta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g , 
b u t th e  T a o is t  w o u ld  n e v e r  a t ta c k  a n y  
th in g  n e ce ssa ry , an d  to  h im  th e  n e ce s  
sary  w o u ld  in c lu d e  th a t  w h ic h  is tru ly  
u s e fu l, d e riv e d  f r o m  a ll  s c ie n ce s  an d

b r a n c h e s  o f  le a r n in g . A  h u e  a n d  cry  
w o u ld  a rise  to  th e  sev en  h e a v e n s  i f  o w n  
e rs h ip  w e re  reserv ed  fo r  th o se  w h o  a d  
m in is te r  w ise ly , a n d  a ll w h o  fo o lish ly  
w asted  th e ir  g o o d s w o u ld  b e  d ep riv ed  
o f  e v e r y th in g  b e y o n d  th a t  w h ic h  th e y  
n eed ed  fo r  th e  f u lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  essen  
tia l v ir tu e s  o f  th e ir  o w n  c h a ra c te rs . T h e  
sa g e  w o u ld  p ro m p tly  b e  assa ssin a ted  as 
a n  id le  fo o l, a n d  p ra c tic a l, fa r -s e e in g  
h u m a n  b e in g s  w o u ld  se ttle  d o w n  to  
p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  a  T h ir d  W o r ld  W a r .

N o t  o n ly  d o es  lu x u ry  e n c o u ra g e  c o r  
ru p tio n  in  ev ery  b r a c k e t  o f  h u m a n  so c ie ty , 
b u t it a lso  ca u se s  a c r im in a l  w a ste  o f  
n a tu ra l re so u rce s  a n d  c o n tr ib u te s  to  th e  
im p o v e r is h m e n t o f  u n b o rn  g e n e r a tio n s  
to  c o m e . T h e  m isu se  o f  w e a lth  sets th e  
w o rs t p o ssib le  e x a m p le  to  th e  p o or, in  
c re a se s  g e n e r a l d is c o n te n t , a n d  n o u rish e s  
a n a r c h y  a n d  la w le ssn e ss . E x tr a v a g a n c e  
e x a sp e ra te s  th e  r ic h  an d  in fla m e s  th e  
h a tre d  o f  th e  p o or. I t  d e flects  b r il l ia n t  
m in d s  f ro m  p ro p er co u rses  o f  co n d u c t 
a n d  tr a n s fo r m s  h u m a n  c h a r a c te r  f ro m  a 
so cia l asset to  a  so c ia l l ia b ility . L it t le  
by  lit t le , th e  h y p n o sis  c lo ses in  u p o n  all 
c la sse s , lo c k in g  th e m  in  a d ead ly  fe u d . 
N o  s a tis fa c to ry  so lu tio n  is p o ssib le  w h ile  
in d iv id u a ls  re m a in  in d if fe r e n t  to  th e  
d ecrees o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l m in d . T h a t  
w h ic h  liv es  b y  r e b e llio n , p e r ish e s  by  

r e b e llio n , a n d  th e  sw ord  o f  D a m o c le s  

h a n g s  o v e r  ev ery  m a n ’s h e a d .

Y e t ,  to  s it  o n  a ro ck  a n d  w a rm  o n e  
s e lf  in  th e  su n  a n d  re fu se  to  e n te r  in to  
th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  c o lle c tiv e  c a rn a g e  is 
to  b e  ca lle d  a n  id le  fe llo w , ev e n  la z y , 
or a bad  e x a m p le  to  so m e  y o u n g e r  g e n  
e r a t io n . Y e t  su ch  is th e  s p ir it  o f  n o n  
a c t io n . I f  w e  c a n n o t  e n fo rc e  th e  re m  
e d y , w e  ca n  a t le a st  re fra in  f ro m  c o n  
t r ib u tin g  to  th e  a i lm e n t . A ls o , i f  w e 
sit q u ie tly  lo n g  e n o u g h , w e sh a ll b e  
jo in e d  b y  a fe w  o th e rs , an d  m a y  ev en  
h e lp  so m e w h o  h a v e  d ecid ed  to  fin d  a 
p lace fo r  th e m se lv e s  o n  th e  sa m e  ro c k . 
T h e r e  is a lw a y s n e ed  th a t th o se  a w a k  
e n e d  b y  th e  s tr ife  an d  b e g in n in g  to  see 
th e  v a lu es  in  th e ir  tru e  l ig h t  sh ou ld  
h a v e  g u id a n c e , in s tr u c t io n , a n d  e n c o u r  
a g e m e n t.



3 2 H O R I Z O N Spring

T h e  m o d e rn  a u to m o b ile  co u ld  be used 
to  a d v a n ta g e  as a T a o is t  sy m b o l. T o d a y  
th is  c o m b in a t io n  o f  v e h ic le  a n d  d ead ly  
w e a p o n  h as b e co m e  a sy m b o l o f  p o w er 
in  th e  m in d s  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u sa n d s  
o f  n e u ro tic  a n d  fru s tr a te d  p erson s. T h e  
m a n u fa c tu r e r  is p ro u d  th a t  h is  m a c h in e  
w ill g o  n in e ty  m ile s  a n  h o u r  w h e n  no 
tra ffic  ru le  p e rm its  su ch  a sp eed . H e  
h a s  c o m p lic a te d  th e  m a c h in e ry  w ith  in  
n u m e ra b le  g a d g e ts  an d  a p p e n d a g e s  
w h ic h  a re  a m e n a c e  to  l ife  a n d  lim b , as 
th e  e n g in e e rs  fu lly  k n o w . N e v e r  has 
th e r e  b e en  so m u c h  speed  a n d  so lit t le  
p ro g re ss . W e  tra v e l c o n s ta n tly , b u t a l 
w ay s to  a n d  fro . T h e  d e v ic e  w h ic h  
w a s  in te n d e d  as a m e a n s  o f  im p r o v in g  
tr a n s p o r ta t io n  h a s  b e co m e  th e  so u rce  o f  
so  m a n y  c o m p lic a t io n s  th a t w e a re  n ow  
fa c e d  w ith  a m a jo r  cr is is  in  h u m a n  c o n  
d u c t  p a tte rn s . T h e  T a o is t  w o u ld  p o in t 
o u t  th a t  a n  a u to m o b ile  is m e re ly  a m a n  
m a d e  d e v ice  w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  red u ced  
a n d  s im p lif ie d  to  a m a x im u m  o f  u tility  
a n d  a m in im u m  o f  h a z a r d . B u t , in  
te m p e ra te  m o rta ls  th a t  w e  a re , w e ca n  
d o  n o th in g  m o d e ra te ly , a n d  o u r  ex ce sses 
p e r v e rt  o u r  ev ery  n o b le  re s o lu tio n .

N e a r ly  e v e ry o n e  w h o  tr ie s  to  im p ro v e  
h im s e lf  p la n s to o  la rg e  a p ro b le m . H e  
is not sa tisfie d  to  d o  s m a ll th in g s  in  a 
s im p le  a n d  d ir e c t  m a n n e r . H e  c a n n o t  
p e r m it  g r o w th ; h e  m u st  fo rc e  it. T a o  
ism  c a n  c o n tr ib u te  a g re a t  d ea l to  so lu  
t io n  o f  s im p le , d a ily  p ro b le m s w h ic h  
w e  m u st fa c e  w ith  fo r t itu d e  a n d  c a lm  
n ess i f  w e w ish  to  m a in ta in  p erso n a l 
e ffic ie n cy . T h e  f irst step  is n ot N i r  
v a n a , b u t w ith o u t  th e  f ir s t  s te p , N ir v a n a  
c a n  n e v e r  b e  re a c h e d . L ik e ly  e n o u g h , 
th e  f ir s t  s te p  is n o t ev en  to w a rd  a b a m  
b o o  g ro v e  o r  a fla ir  fo r  c o s m ic  v erse . 
T h e r e  a re  s till  s im p le r  th in g s  to  b e  a c  
c o m p lis h e d . T h e r e  is th e  u n tim e ly  d o o r  
b e ll , th e  u n e x p e c te d  p h o n e  c a ll , a n d  
o th e r  d is tu rb a n ce s  w h ic h  in te rr u p t  th e  
d ay . T h e r e  a re  co u n tle ss  m in o r  i r r i ta  
t io n s  w h ic h  su p p ly  th e  p e r fe c t  m a te r ia l 
fo r  p r im a ry  e x p e r im e n ta t io n . T h e r e  is 
sca rce ly  a m o m e n t  w h e n  w e c a n n o t  
ch o o se  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  th e  u n iv ersa l 
m in d  w h e n  te m p te d  to  in d u lg e  in  so m e 
c a p r ic e  o f  th e  m a n -m in d .

O n c e  w e  h av e  m a d e  a fe w  su ccessfu l 
tr ie s  in  s m a ll m a tte rs , w e  so rt o f  g e t  th e  
k n a c k  o f  re m a in in g  u n m o v e d  in  th e  
m id s t o f  so m e  s lig h t w h ir lw in d . W e  
m a y  a lso  h av e  to  w o r k  w ith  a fe w  in  
te rn a l to rn a d o e s  w h ic h  a rise  s im p ly  
fro m  b lin d  p re ssu res. T h e s e  c a n  sp o il 
a d ay  u n le ss  w e  so lv e  th e m  p ro m p tly . 
O n c e  a n e g a tiv e  tra in  o f  th in k in g  or 
e m o tio n a l c h a in -r e a c t io n  is se t up  it 
w ill re q u ir e  e v e r  g r e a te r  e ffo r t  to  b re a k  
th e  se q u e n c e . In  te rm s  o f  h e a lth  a n d  
h a p p in e ss , h o w e v e r , a ll th e  p ro fit  an d  
a d v a n ta g e  lie  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  re la x a  
t io n  u n d e r  p re ssu res. O u r  in te m p e r  
a n c e s  w o r k  a h eav y  h a r d s h ip  o n  o u r  
selv es, e v e n  w h ile  w e a re  h o p in g  th a t 
th e y  w ill in c o n v e n ie n c e  so m e o n e  e lse . 
T h e  t r u e  s ta te  o f  o u r  c o n sc ie n c e  ca n  be 
m e a su re d  by o u r  c o n s ta n t  d e fe n se  o f  
o u r  w ro n g  a c tio n s . Ju s t  b e fo re  w e p ro  
ce e d  to  p e r fo rm  a p a rtic u la r ly  se lfish  a c  
t io n , w e  a n n o u n c e  s o le m n ly : “ I  am
n e v er se lf is h .” W h e n  w e fee l je a lo u s y  
sw e e p in g  o v e r us a n d  e n v e lo p in g  us 
l ik e  a L o n d o n  fo g , w e n e a rly  a lw ay s 
p re fa ce  th e  o u tb u r s t  w ith  th e  w ell-  
ch o se n  w o rd s : “ I  w a n t  y ou  to  u n d e r  
stan d  th a t  w h a t I a m  a b o u t  to  d o  is 
a b s o lu te ly  w ith o u t  a je a lo u s  im p u ls e .” 
O b v io u s ly , th e r e fo r e , vve a re  a b le  to  
e s t im a te  s k illfu lly  e n o u g h  to  b u ild  d e  
fen ses  a n d  vve c a n , i f  w e  so d e s ire , use 
o u r  fo re k n o w le d g e  to  t ra n s m u te  o u r  in  
s tin c ts  b e fo re  th e y  h a v e  th e  c h a n c e  to  
c o m p lic a te  l iv in g .

A s  th e  M a s te r  o f  th e  C o n te n te d  W a y , 
L a o -ts e  e m p h a s iz e d  a p h a se  o f  sp ir itu a l 
in te g r ity , im p lie d  by , b u t n o t a lw a y s so 
c le a r ly  sta ted  in , th e  te a c h in g s  o f  o th e r  
re lig io u s  lead ers. T h e  v ery  h o m e lin e ss  
o f  th e  T a o is t  e th ic a l  co d e  h a s  cau sed  
m a n y  se r io u s s tu d e n ts  to  c o n s id e r  it u n  
w o rth y  o f  th e ir  a t te n t io n . D o m in a te d  
b y  th e  t ra d it io n a l b e lie f  th a t  g o d lin e ss  
a n d  g r a n d e u r  a re  in s e p a ra b le , th e  e n th u  
siast o v e r lo o k s  th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  sim p le  
w ay  w h ic h  lead s to  T a o .  P e rh a p s  w e 
sh o u ld  n o t th in k  o f  re lig io n  b r in g in g  
p e a ce  in to  o u r  liv es, b u t  ra th e r  o f  p eace , 
a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  o u r  o w n  e ffo r ts , b r in g  
in g  to  th o se  w h o  c u lt iv a te  its  g e n tle  
co n c e p ts  th e  tru e  re lig io u s  u n d e r s ta n d in g .
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T h e  P u r e l y  C o i n c i d e n t a l  D e p a r t m e n t

T h e  re c e n t f i lm , B L A C K  M A G I C ,  
f e a tu r in g  O r s o n  W e lle s ,  p re se n ts  fo r  o u r 
c o n s id e ra t io n  a fa s t-m o v in g  m e lo d r a m a  
w ith  so m e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  im p ro v e m e n ts  
u p o n  h is to ry . W e  d isco v e r , s o m e w h a t 
to  o u r  a s to n is h m e n t, th a t  th e  “ d iv in e ” 
C a g lio s tro  w as a d u e lis t  o f  p a rts , a p o in t 
c o m p le te ly  o v e r lo o k e d  by h is  b io g r a p h e r s . 
In  t r u th , h e w as a ra th e r  p u d g y  lit t le  
m a n  w ith  n o  in te re s t  in  v io le n t e x e rc ise , 
an d  c e r ta in ly  n o  o n e  to  b e  c lim b in g  
a ro u n d  u p o n  th e  u p p e r re a c h e s  o f  a r c h i  
te c tu re .

H is  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  A n to n  M e s m e r  
a n d  th e  im p lic a t io n s  a d d u ce d  th e r e fro m  
a re  a lso  d e lig h tfu l  d e p a r tu re s  fro m  th e  
Mémoires Authentique. K e e p in g  h is 
c h a r m in g  w ife  in  a s ta te  o f  p erp etu a l 
h y p n o s is  m u s t  a lso  h a v e  b e e n  so m e  
w h a t  o f  a c h o re , b u t th e  p lay  m u st 
g o  o n . O f  c o u rs e , th e  B a ls a m o  s to ry , 
w h ic h  D u m a s  e v id e n tly  fa v o re d  an d  
w ith  w h ic h  h e  to o k  a n u m b e r  o f  d r a  
m a tic  lic e n se s , is lo v in g ly  p re serv ed  in  
th e  f i lm . T h e  q u e e n ’s n e c k la c e  ep iso d e  
ta k e s  a n u m b e r  o f  o r ig in a l tu rn s , and  
in th e  sh u ffle th e  p erso n  a ro u n d  w h o m  
th e  e n tir e  a f fa ir  re v o lv e d , H is  E m in e n c e , 
C a r d in a l d e  R o h a n , v a n ish e s  u tte r ly , 
p ro b a b ly  as a co n ce s s io n  to  th e  c le rg y . 
I f  th e  c a rd in a l co u ld  see th e  f ilm  w ith  
h im s e lf  e n tire ly  o u t o f  th e  p ic tu re , it 
w o u ld  u n d o u b te d ly  b r in g  h im  c o n s id e r  
a b le  c o m fo r t .

T h e  f ilm  is n o t w ith o u t  its  k in d ly  
p o in ts , h o w e v e r . T h e  a u d ie n c e  d ev e lo p s 
c o n s id e ra b le  sy m p a th y  fo r  th e  C o m te ’s 
p sy ch ic  sca r-tissu e , b u t  w ish e s  th a t  h e  
h a d  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  less b iz a r r e  in  th e  
h a n d lin g  o f  h is  p riv a te  a n d  p u b lic  d if  
f ic u ltie s . H is  tro u b le s  w ith  th e  F r e n c h  
m e d ic s  in cre a se d  h is  s ta tu re , b u t  th e  
sto ry  fa ils  to  e x p la in  th e  real fa c ts  o f  
th e  m a tte r . O f  co u rse , a ll re fe re n ce s  to

th e  tr ia l o f  C a g lio s tro  b e fo re  th e  I n  
q u is it io n a l c o u r t  in  R o m e  fo r  th e  h eresy  
o f  fo u n d in g  a M a s o n ic  L o d g e  w ith in  
th e  d o m in io n s  o f  th e  P o p e  a re  ta c tfu lly  
o m itte d . T h e  se r io u s w o rk  w h ic h  th e  
C o m te  e s ta b lish e d  a n d  ca rr ie d  on  in  
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  S e c r e t  S o c ie t ie s  is d is  
m issed  w ith  a s in g le  r e fe re n c e  to  b o r  
ro w e d  re g a lia .

T h e  piece de resistance, h o w e v e r , is 
th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  o f  a c o m p le te ly  n ew  
an d  o r ig in a l d e a th  fo r  C a g lio s tro . A c  
tu a lly , h e  w as c o n d e m n e d  to  p erp etu a l 
im p r is o n m e n t in  th e  p ap a l p riso n  o f  
S a n  L e o ,  a n d  th e r e  is  n o  reco rd  o f  h o w  
h e  d ie d . H is  n a m e  s im p ly  ceased  to  
a p p e a r u p o n  th e  re g is te r  o f  in m a te s . 
T h e  C o m te ss e  to o k  h o ly  o rd e rs  an d  d ied  
in  a c o n v e n t. I t  seem s to  m e  th a t  su ch  
lic e n se  as k i l l in g  o ff  th e  C o m te  in  a 
sp e c ta cu la r  d u e l a n d  h is  b o d y  fa l l in g  to 
th e  g ro u n d  b e lo w  v io la te s  g o o d  ta ste . 
W h y  a tta c h  a h is to r ic a l n a m e  to  a p er 
so n  a n d  th e n  p re se n t th e  a u d ie n c e  w ith  
a d e fin ite ly  fa lse  a c c o u n t  o f  so im p o rta n t  
a n  e v e n t?

I f  th e  f ilm  in d u stry  w ish e s  to  c o n  
t in u e  th is  p o lic y  o f  e x tra o rd in a ry  m is  
re p re se n ta tio n , w e m ig h t  su g g e st  so m e 
o th e r  e x tre m e ly  e x c i t in g  p o ss ib ilitie s . 
W h y  n o t h a v e  N a p o le o n  p u sh ed  o f f  th e  
E if fe l  T o w e r  by th e  D u k e  o f  W e ll in g to n  
a fte r  an  e x c h a n g e  o f  p isto l sh o ts  o n  th e  
u p p e r p la tfo rm  a t te n  p aces?  O r  w e 
co u ld  d isp o se  o f  G e o r g e  W a s h in g to n  by 
h a v in g  h im  tr ic k e d  in to  c l im b in g  th e  
W a s h in g to n  m o n u m e n t  an d  a p p r o p r ia te  
ly rem o v e d  fro m  th is  m o rta l  sp h ere  by 
th e  M a r q u is  d e L a fa y e t te  as th e  resu lt 
o f  a t if f  o v e r th e  a ffe c t io n s  o f  B e ts y  R o ss . 
I f  w e a re  g o in g  to  d o  th ese  th in g s , le t 
us d o  th e m  h e a r t ily  an d  su p p ly  y o u n g  
p eo p le  w ith  h is to ry  as “ sh e  sh o u ld  h av e  
b e e n  w ro te .”

W h e n  M e n e d e m u s  h e ard  B io n  b e li t t l in g  th e  h e ro es  o f  p re v io u s  g e n e r a tio n s , 
h e o b se rv e d : “L is te n  w e ll, fo r  o u r  sp e a k e r  is m u r d e r in g  th e  d e a d .”
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A  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  A n s w e r s

Q u e s t io n : Most religious and philo 
sophical institutions emphasize pro 
grams for the unfold ment of m ans spir 
itual life. Few of them, however, give 
practical suggestions for the orderly im  
provement of our daily living in this 
workaday world. Will you give us your 
thoughts on the subject?

A n s w e r : E x p e r ie n c e  p o in ts  to  a p re  
v a il in g  w e a k n e s s  e v id e n t in  m a n y  th e o  
lo g ica l sy s te m s. T h e s e , by  th e  v ery  n a  
tu r e  o f  th e ir  d o c tr in e s , a re  co n c e rn e d  
p r im a r ily  w ith  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
m a n  a n d  G o d . T h i s  re la t io n s h ip  is 
re g a rd e d  as so c o m p le te ly  n e cessary  an d  
d e s ira b le  th a t  a ll o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s  
a re  n e g le c te d . W h e n  th is  is ca lle d  to 
th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  re lig io u s  le a d e r , h e 
a lm o s t  in v a r ia b ly  d e fe n d s  h is  p o sitio n  
o n  th e  g ro u n d  th a t  o n c e  m a n  h a s  a c  
c e p te d  h is  sp ir itu a l o b lig a t io n s , h e  w ill ,  
by  th is  fa c t  a lo n e , b e  in  a p o s itio n  to 
p e r fe c t  h is  m a te r ia l  in s titu t io n s  a n d  h is 
c o n d u c t  in  th e  p h y sica l w o rld .

T h is  th e o lo g ic a l  co n c e p t is a lm o st u n  
a ss a ila b le  as a th e o ry , b u t n o t  so sa tis  
fa c to ry  w h e n  p u t to  p ra c tic e . T h e  p ro o f 
o f  th a t  is th e  p re sen t c o n d it io n  o f  h u  
m a n  so c ie ty  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  th e  
d ir e c tio n  an d  su p e rv is io n  o f  re lig io u s  
m o v e m e n ts  sin ce  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  

to ry . I n  sp ite  o f  n u m e ro u s  h ig h ly  m o r  
al a n d  su ffic ie n tly  e th ic a l  re lig io u s  co d es, 
m a n k in d  is s till re m a r k a b ly  in e p t in  th e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  its  te m p o ra l re sp o n si 
b il it ie s . T h e  re a l d if f ic u lty  se e m s to  b e  
th a t  re lig io n s  a re  a b le  to  in d o c tr in a te  
m in d s  w ith  a r tic le s  o f  f a ith , b u t  a re  u n  
a b le  to  b e sto w  a g r a c e  o f  sp ir it  w h ic h  
ca n  v ita liz e  th a t  fa ith  in  a p ra c tica l w a y .

I t  h a s  a lw a y s b e e n  m y  o p in io n  th a t 
o n ly  a w e ll-b a la n ce d  p e rso n a lity  is ab le  
to  liv e  a re lig io u s  o r  p h ilo so p h ic  d o c  
t r in e  w ith o u t  so m e  k in d  o f  a n  u n fo r  
tu n a te  e x ce ss . L e t  us fa c e  c e r ta in  fa c ts  
sq u a re ly . T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  w a s p laced  
in  th is  m a te r ia l  e n v ir o n m e n t  fo r  so m e  
u se fu l p u rp o se , o th e rw is e  w e  m u st  a s  
su m e th e  a b se n ce  o f  a n y  p la n  b e h in d  
th e  o p e ra tio n s  o f  n a tu ra l p ro cesses. I f  
a n  a ll-w ise  c re a tiv e  p o w e r d e cre e d  th e  
n e ce ss ity  o r  a d v is a b ility  o f  th e  m o rta l  
s ta te , w e  a re  n o t ju s tif ie d  in  ig n o r in g  
th e  w o r k in g s  o f  th e  d iv in e  w ill ,  n o r  a re
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w e  in  a p o s itio n  to  a ssu m e  th a t  w e  are  
h e re  a g a in s t  o u r  o w n  b e st  in te re s ts  o r  
m ere ly  to  p la n  an  e sc a p e  a t th e  f ir s t  e x  
p e d ie n t m o m e n t.

T h e o lo g ie s  a re  b u rd e n e d  w ith  p r e ju  
d ices  a g a in s t  th e  flesh , th e  w o rld , a n d  
th e  d e v il, w h ic h  seem  to  b e  in  a p er 
p e tu a l p a rtn e rsh ip  o f  co n sp ira cy  a g a in s t  
h e a v e n . E c c le s ia s t ic s  in  g e n e r a l h a v e  
lit t le  g o o d  to  say  a b o u t th e  te rre s tr ia l 
fo o ts to o l o f  th e  A lm ig h ty . A n y th in g  
th a t  w e  d o  h e re  e x ce p t to  su ffe r  w ill be  
used  a g a in s t  us in  e te rn ity . A ll  th e  e m  
p h a sis  is u p o n  th e  d e s ira b ility  o f  le a v  
in g  th e  m u n d a n e  sp h e re  as fa r  b e h in d  
as p o ss ib le  an d  as q u ic k ly  as it  c a n  be 
co n triv e d  w ith o u t  a c tu a l d eed s o f  v io  
le n ce . W i t h  su ch  n o tio n s  s u rv iv in g  e v e n  
in to  p ro g re ss iv e  s p ir itu a l m o v e m e n ts , 
th e re  is l i t t le  re sp e c t fo r  th e  m u n d a n e  
h a n d iw o r k  o f  th e  g o d s.

W e  r e a liz e  th e  t r u th  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
p re a c h m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t  it  is e x  
tre m e ly  d ifficu lt fo r  m a n  to  lo v e  a G o d  
w h o m  h e  h a th  n o t se e n  u n til  h e  le a rn s  
to  lo v e  h is  fe llo w  m a n  w h o m  h e  h a th  
se e n . H e r e  th e  e m p h a s is  seem s to  be 
u p o n  th e  p r im a ry  im p o rta n c e  o f  c e r  
ta in  a t ta in m e n ts  in  th e  m o rta l  th e a te r . 
W e  w ill n e v e r  h a v e  a n  a d e q u a te  re g a rd  
fo r  th e  d iv in e  p la n  so  lo n g  as w e  c l in g  
to  th e  c o n c e it  th a t  th e  p h y s ica l sta te  is 
in  so m e  w ay  th e  re su lt o f  a c c id e n t  o r  
s in .

T h e  g e n t le r  an d  n o b le r  co u rse  is to  
re a liz e , as d id  so m e  o f  th e  m o re  e n lig h t  
en ed  p a g a n s , th a t  N a tu r e  is th e  h a n d  
m a id e n  o f  th e  I n f in it e ,  a n d  th a t  th e  m a  
te r ia l  e n v ir o n m e n t  in  w h ic h  w e  fin d  
o u rse lv e s  is  fu ll o f  d iv in e  m y ste r ie s  a n d  
u n iv e rsa l w is d o m . O n c e  w e  a c k n o w l 
e d g e  p h y sica l l iv in g  its e lf  to  b e  p a rt  o f  
a m y stica l e x p e r ie n c e , w e  w ill n o t p ray  
so  fe rv e n tly  a n d  b e h a v e  so o u tra g e o u sly .

R e lig io u s  e d u c a tio n  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  
th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  a n d  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  
e v e r y th in g  th a t is g o o d , u s e fu l, an d  n e c  
e ssa ry  to  th e  n e e d s o f  m a n k in d . T h e r e  
ca n  b e  n o  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  th e  sacred  
an d  th e  p ro fa n e  in  te rm s  o f  s id erea l 
g e o g r a p h y . S im p le  c ra fts  a n d  tra d e s  
a re  ju s t  as im p o rta n t  to  th e  se c u r ity  o f  
m a n k in d  as th e  m o st e x a lte d  a rts  an d

p ro fe ss io n s . N o th in g  is in fe r io r  b e ca u se  
it is h u m b le , a n d  n o th in g  is su p e r io r  
m e re ly  b e ca u se  it is e le g a n t . N o r  ca n  
m a n  n e g le c t  a n y  p a rt o f  h im s e lf  w ith o u t  
re g r e t , a n y  m o re  th a n  so ciety  ca n  fa il in  
i ts  re s p o n s ib ilitie s  to  a n y  o f  its  c lasses o r  
d iv is io n s . W e  sh a re  to g e th e r  th e  c o n  
se q u e n ce s  o f  o u r  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  a n d  
o u r  fa ilu re s . T h e  w o rld  c a n n o t  b e  at 
p ea ce  i f  o n e  o f  its  n a tio n s  is at w a r , n o r  
ca n  c iv i l iz a t io n  b e  se cu re  if  a n y  o f  its 
p a rts  b e  u n d e rp riv ile g e d . A s  su re ly  as 
w e  m u st ca rry  th e  l ig h t  o f  p ro g re ss  to  
th e  m o st d is ta n t c o rn e rs  o f  th e  w o r ld , so 
w e  m u st ca rry  th e  l ig h t  o f  su ffic ien cy  
e v e n  to  th e  fu r th e rm o s t  recesses o f  o u r 
co m p o u n d  c o n s t i tu t io n . W e  c a n n o t  c o n  
t in u e  fo re v e r  to  b e  a ra ce  o f  ce n ta u rs  
w ith  h u m a n  h e a d s an d  a n im a l b o d ie s . 
U n t i l  w e  o v e rco m e  th e  in c o n s is te n c ie s  
in  o u r  o w n  te m p e ra m e n ts , w e  c a n n o t 
u n ite  in  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  s im p le  w o r  
sh ip  o f  a d e ity  b e st sy m b o liz e d  in  te rm s 
o f  u n ity .

T h e  h u m a n  b o d y  is n o t a p o o r re la  
t io n  o f  th e  so u l, s o m e th in g  to  b e  g iv e n  
g r u d g in g  su p p o rt b e ca u se  th e r e  seem s no  
d e sce n t w a y  to  av o id  th e  b u rd e n . N o r  
is h u m a n  so c ie ty  so m e th in g  to  b e  e n  
d u red  w ith  p a tie n c e  an d  re s ig n a tio n  
u n til  w e  c a n  escap e  to  th e  co m p a n y  o f  
th e  a n g e ls . T h i s  is n o t a p lea  fo r  m a  
te r ia lis m , b u t  ra th e r  fo r  a n  e n la r g e m e n t 
o f  o u r  a p p r e c ia tio n  o f  s p ir itu a l v a lu es .

W h e n  fo lk s  f irs t c o n ta c t  m e ta p h y s ica l 
a n d  m y s tica l te a c h in g s , th e y  h a v e  a te n  
d en cy  to  e x c lu d e  a ll o th e r  in te re s ts  an d  
to  se ttle  d o w n  to  an  in te n s iv e  p ro g ra m  o f  
s e lf-d e v e lo p m e n t. E v e r y th in g  in  l ife , e x  
ce p t th is  ch o se n  p u rsu it , b e c o m e s  lit t le  
b e tte r  th a n  a n  in te r r u p tio n . G r a d u a lly , 
in te n s ity  n a rro w s l iv in g , a n d  th e  d ev o  
te e  f in d s  h im s e lf  in  a ru t. H e  loses s ig h t  
o f  th e  la rg e r  w o rld  o f  h u m a n  a sso c ia  
t io n s  an d  th e ir  a d ju s tm e n ts , a n d  h e  ta k e s  
r e fu g e  in  th e  d o g m a  an d  l ite r a tu re  o f  
h is  se lected  sch o o l o r c u lt . T h e  m o re  
co m p le te ly  h e  b e co m e s  a b so rb e d  in  th e o  
ries  a b o u t th e  d e stin y  o f  th e  c o sm o s an d  
th e  sp e c if ic  g ra v ity  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l, 
th e  m o re  s a tis fa c to ry  h is  l im ite d  e x is t  
e n ce  seem s to  h im . H is  m e n ta l ca g e  b e  
co m e s  a sy m b o l o f  p ro te c tio n , a n d , if
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re le a se d , h e  w ill fly b a c k  to  it  as d oes th e  
fa m ily  ca n a ry .

T h o s e  w ith  re s tr ic te d  in te re s ts , esp e  
c ia lly  re lig io u s  in te re s ts , a re  in c lin e d  to  
d e v e lo p  in te n s e  f ix a tio n s  u n le ss  th e y  
m a in ta in  e te rn a l v ig ila n c e . T h e  easies t 
so lu t io n  is to  re m o v e  th e  re s tr ic tio n s  an d  
th u s  p re v en t th e  n e ce ssity  fo r  c o n s ta n t  
w a tc h fu ln e s s . T h e  o n e -tr a c k  m in d  n o t 
o n ly  w o rk s  a h a rd s h ip  u p on  its e lf , b u t 
it a lso  b e co m e s  a h e a v y  b u rd e n  u p o n  
o th e rs . T h e  m o re  in te n s e  w e b e c o m e , 
th e  m o re  ra p id ly  w e  d e v e lo p  n e u ro tic  
s y m p to m s . In te n s ity  is se ld o m  o p tim is  
t ic .  V e r y  fe w  p eo p le  w ith  a n  o v erd o se  
o f  s p ir itu a l d e te r m in a tio n  a re  h a p p y , o r  
p e r m it  o th e rs  a ro u n d  th e m  to  b e  h ap p y . 
I t  seem s th a t  in  p ra c tice  th e  m o re  w e  
lo v e  G o d , th e  m o re  u n c e r ta in  w e  b e  
c o m e  a b o u t h is  a b ility  to  a d m in is te r  h is  
c r e a tio n . W e  d e c id e  th a t  w ith o u t  o u r 
p e rp e tu a l v ig ila n c e  a ll is lo s t, a n d  th is  
v ig ila n c e  ta k e s  th e  fo rm  o f  c o n s ta n t c r i t  
ic is m  o f  e v e r y th in g  th a t  d oes n o t a p p e a r , 
in  o u r  s lig h t ju d g m e n t, to  a d v a n ce  th e  
p r im a ry  ca u se  o f  u n iv e rsa l sa lv a tio n .

T o  d o  th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d  is a la rg e  
la b o r , b u t  to  do th e  w o r r y in g  fo r  th e  
A lm ig h ty  is s im p ly  b e y o n d  o u r  ca p a c ity . 
T h e  m o re  se r io u sly  w e a cce p t re s p o n s ib il 
itie s  th a t  w e  c a n n o t  h o p e  to  ca rry  su c  
c e s s fu lly , th e  m o re  m e la n c h o ly  w e  b e  
c o m e . D e s p e r a t io n  in cre a se s  b y  th e 
m o m e n t , e sp e c ia lly  w h e n  w e o b se rv e  th a t 
th e  rest o f  th e  w o rld  d oes n o t a p p re c ia te  
th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  g ra v ity  o f  th e  s itu a  
t io n . A f te r  a fe w  e x p e r ie n ce s , w e c o m e  
to  th e  p a in fu l re a liz a t io n  th a t w e w ill 
h a v e  v ery  lit t le  c o -o p e ra tio n  an d  a ss is t 
a n c e  in  o u r  w o rld -s a v in g  p ro g ra m . I t  
a ll res ts  u p o n  o u r  sh o u ld e rs , an d  su ch  
an  o b lig a t io n  is m o re  th a n  m o rta l  n a tu re  
c a n  b e a r  g ra c e fu lly  o r  g ra c io u s ly . A  
k in d  o f  se lf-c e n su re  is l ik e ly  to  a p p e a r 
at th is  s ta g e . W e  h o n e s tly  a n d  sin ce re ly  
b e lie v e  th a t  w e a re  re q u ire d , b y  se lf-im  
p osed  o b lig a t io n s , to  d ev o te  ev ery  m o  
m e n t  to  th e  tro u b le d  co sm o s. E v e n  to  
fe e l a m o m e n t ’s p lea su re  o v e r so m e  p ass 
in g  tr iv iu m  is to  be fa lse  to  th a t m o o d  

o f  o v e r w h e lm in g  g lo o m  a b o u t  th e  u l 

t im a te  s ta te  o f  th in g s .

I t  h as  a lw ay s ap p eared  to  m e  th a t 
h ad  th e  u n iv e rse  in te n d e d  th a t m a n  
sh o u ld  ca rr y  th e  fu ll  w e ig h t  o f  its  m a n  
a g e m e n t, th e  h u m a n  p e rso n a lity  w o u ld  
h av e  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  m o re  e ffe c tiv e ly  fo r  
th e  ta s k . S o b e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  seem s to  
im p ly  th a t  th e  h u m a n  sen so ry  ra n g e , 
fa c u lty  d is tr ib u t io n , an d  fu n c tio n a l 
e q u ip m e n t f it  th e  h u m a n  p e rso n a lity  
p r im a r ily  fo r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  its 
o w n  a ffa irs . T r u ly  th e re  a re  o v e rto n e s  
th a t re a ch  o u t  to w a rd  sp a c e , b u t m a n  
p a rta k e s  as g e n e ro u sly  o f  th e  a ttr ib u te s  
o f  a m o le  as h e  d oes o f  a n  a n g e l. F o r  
a ll w e  k n o w , th e  h u m b le  m o le  m ay  
h a v e  n e u ro tic  m o m e n ts  ov er th e  sh ap e 
o f  th in g s  to  c o m e , b u t it is d o u b tfu l if  
h is  a n x ie tie s  w ill  g re a t ly  in flu e n ce  an y  
d e stin y  b e y o n d  h is  o w n .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  o ld  le g e n d s  w h e n  
k n ig h ts  in  s h in in g  a rm o r  w e n t  fo r th  to 
seek  th e  H o ly  G r a i l ,  th e y  so m e tim e s  
m e t in  th e  fo re s t a s tra n g e  c re a tu re  
ca lle d  th e  “ q u e s t in g  b e a s t .” I t  w a s  a 
k in d  o f  m y th o lo g ic a l  m o n s te r , a n d  very 
lit t le  is k n o w n  a b o u t th e  m e a n in g  o f  
th is  sy m b o l. P e rh a p s  th e  “ q u e s t in g  
b e a s t ,” a m o st ru stic  a n im a l, re p re se n ts  
by  its g ro te s q u e  p ro p o r tio n s  th e  a p p e a r  
a n ce  o f  th e  h u m a n  soul d is to rted  b y  th e  
te n s io n s , p re ssu res, an d  c o m p le x e s  re s u lt  
in g  f ro m  fa n a tic a l  a d d ic t io n  to  th e  q u e st  
its e lf . L ik e  th e  e q u a lly  m y ste r io u s  
G u a r d ia n  on  th e  T h r e s h o ld  d e scrib e d  
by  L o r d  B u lw e r -L y tto n , it is th e  m a n  
m a d e  o b s ta c le  to  h u m a n  p ro g ress . I t  
is n o t o n ly  n e cessary  to b e  s in c e r e ; it is 
a lso  e q u a lly  im p o rta n t  to  a d m in is te r  
s in ce r ity  w ith  in te llig e n c e  an d  m o d e ra  
t io n .

T h e  d a m a g e  to  th e  so c ia l life  o f  th e  
in d iv id u a l, w h ic h  m u st re s u lt  fro m  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a n tiso c ia l in s tin c ts , in  
v ite s  c a re fu l co n s id e ra t io n . N a tu r a lly , 
fr ie n d s  a n d  re la tiv e s  h av e  n o  d esire  to 
d ev e lo p  te n s io n s  an d  p re ssu res  s im ila r  
to  th o se  w h ic h  a re  im p o v e r is h in g  o u r  
c h a ra c te r . T h u s  w e h av e  th e  a d d itio n a l 
u n h a p p in e ss  o f  fa il in g  to  in flu e n ce  th e  
v ery  p erso n s w e  m o st d e s ire  to  co n v e r t. 
A s  th e ir  o b je c tio n s  g ro w  m o re  m il i ta n t ,  
w e  d ev e lo p  p e rse c u tio n  c o m p le x e s  a n d  a 
g lo r io u s  m o o d  o f  m a rty r d o m , a n d  o u r
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p a th e tic  re s ig n a tio n  is ev e n  less a t tr a c tiv e  
th a n  o u r  m is s io n a ry  m a n n e r . L i t t le  by  
l it t le , w e  pass f ro m  bad  to  w o rse , u n til  
a ll w e  h av e  to  su s ta in  u s is th e  fo n d  
h o p e  th a t  G o d  a n d  o n e  e q u a l a m a jo r ity .

B y  th is  t im e , it is e x p e d ie n t th a t w e 
ta k e  s to c k  o f  o u rse lv e s  an d  fin d  o u t 
h o w  it h a p p e n s  th a t  w e  h a v e  lost c o m  
p le te ly  th e  n a tiv e  s k ill  to  m a k e  fr ie n d s  
an d  in flu e n ce  p eo p le . W e  c a n  e v e n  lo o k  
b a c k  to  th e  t im e  w h e n  w e  k n e w  v ery  
Little a n d  w e re  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  c o m fo r t  
a b le . O f  co u rse , w e  e x p e cte d  s p ir itu a l 
g ro w th  to  m a k e  u s m o re  so b e r  a n d  
re sp o n sib le , b u t in  m a tte rs  o f  so b r ie ty  
it  h a s  e x ce e d e d  o u r  fo n d e s t e x p e c ta t io n s . 
W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  so m b e r  to  th e  d eg ree  
th a t w e a re  d e v a s ta tin g ly  d u ll. E v e n  
w o rse  th a n  th e  fu lln e s s , h o w e v e r , is th e  
n a r r o w in g  an d  r e s tr ic tin g  o f  th e  m e n ta l 
an d  e m o tio n a l fa c u lt ie s . In  t r u th , w e 
g ro w  less w ith  e a ch  p a ss in g  d ay . P s y  
c h o lo g ic a lly , w e  a r e  in  a fu n n e l m o v in g  
in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  sm a ll e n d .

T h e  s itu a t io n  f in a lly  b e co m e s  u n b e a r  
a b le , a n d  th e  n a tu ra l im p u lse s  w ith in  
u s , r e fu s in g  lo n g e r  to  be f ru s tra te d  by  
a n o tio n  o f  th e  m in d , reb e l a g a in s t  th is  
k in d  o f  ty ra n n y  an d  d e m a n d  th e ir  v o ice  
in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e ir  o w n  r e q u ir e  
m e n ts . T h u s  w e  are  fo rc e d  to  s h ift  
fro m  a n  a u to c ra t ic  to  a d e m o c ra t ic  c o n  
v ic tio n  a b o u t t r u th . U n iv e r sa l m in d , 
o r w h a te v e r  w e  p lease  to  ca ll it , h a s  
a n tic ip a te d  th e  h u m a n  te n d e n cy  to w a rd  
e x tre m e s  a n d  h a s  in c lu d e d  a u to co rre c tiv e  
m e c h a n is m s  in  th e  co m p o u n d  o f  th e  
h u m a n  p sy ch e . In te n s it ie s  f in a lly  d e  
stro y  th e m se lv e s , an d  in th e  en d  m a n  
rises t r iu m p h a n t ly , lik e  th e  p h o e n ix  o f  
o ld , f r o m  th e  flam es w h ic h  h a v e  c o n  
su m ed  h is  n o rm a lcy .

C o n tra s t  a n d  v a rie ty  a re  e sse n tia l to  
th e  e n r ic h m e n t  o f  th e  h e a rt  an d  m in d . 
W e  are  n e v e r  tru ly  w ise  u n til w e n o u r  
ish  o u r n a tu re s  w ith  a b a la n ce d  ra t io n . 
W e  w o u ld  so on  t ir e  o f  o u r d ie t i f  w e 
a te  n o th in g  b u t sp in a c h . W e  w o u ld  
ra p id ly  d is in te g r a te  i f  w e  p e r fo rm e d  
p re c ise ly  th e  sa m e a c t io n  ev ery  d ay  o f  
o u r  liv es, o r  so co m p le te ly  m e c h a n iz e d  
o u r  a c t iv it ie s  th a t w e e x is te d  o n ly  to  
p e rp e tu a te  a s in g le  p ro je c t . T h e  q u a lity

o f  th e  d isa ste r is th e  sam e w h e n  w e  a t  
te m p t to  n o u r is h  th e  h e a r t  an d  m in d  o n  
a m o n o -d ie t  o f  c o n v ic t io n .

A  stu d y  o f  th e  cu ltu r a l tra d it io n  o f  
th e  h u m a n  ra c e  p ro v es th a t fro m  th e  
e a r lie s t  t im e  m a n  ex p ressed  h is  d eep est 
c o n v ic t io n s  th ro u g h  th e  a rts , w ith  w h ic h  
h e  o r n a m e n te d  h is  s h r in e s  an d  te m p le s . 
D u r in g  e ra s  o f  e n lig h te n m e n t, a e s th e tic s  
g lo r if ie d  s p ir itu a l co n v ic t io n s , a d d in g  
g ra ce  an d  b e a u ty  to  th e  se v e rity  o f  
m o ra l co d es. Y e t ,  to d a y  th e r e  is a te n  
d e n cy  a m o n g  so -ca lled  p ro g re ss iv e  p eo  
ple to  ig n o re  o r  u n d e r e s t im a te  th e  c iv i l  
iz in g  an d  r e f in in g  p o w e r o f  b e a u ty . W e  
a re  m o s t  l ik e ly  to  o v e r lo o k  th a t  w h ic h  
is u n d e v e lo p e d  w ith in  o u rse lv e s . W ith  
th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  o u r la rg e r  c o m m u n it ie s , 
th e r e  is a d e a rth  o f  g o o d  a r t , e sp e c ia lly  
in  th e P ro te s ta n t  c o m m u n io n . U n t i l  re  
ce n tly , fin e  m u s ic , g o o d  l ite r a tu re , an d  
a d e q u a te  a r t  g a lle r ie s  an d  m u se u m s 
w e re  a v a ila b le  o n ly  in  m e tr o p o lita n  c e n  
te rs . T h e  ra d io  h a s  b e e n  e sp e c ia lly  su c  
ce ssfu l in  b r in g in g  g re a t  m u sic  to  th e  
A m e r ic a n  h o m e , w ith  th e  resu lt th a t 
m u sic  a p p r e c ia tio n  h a s  in cre a se d  w ith  re  
m a rk a b le  ra p id ity  th ro u g h o u t th e  n a  
t io n .

T h e  h u m a n  co n sc io u sn e ss , w h e n  n o t 
d is tra c te d  by  p re ssu res  an d  p re ju d ice s , 
n a tu ra lly  g iv es  a t  lea st s im p le  e x p re ss io n  
to  its a e s th e tic  im p u lse s . F o lk  art 
flo u r ish es  w h e re v e r  h a n d -c r a fts  h av e  
b e en  ab le  to  su rv iv e  th e  p re ssu re  o f  
m a c h in e  p ro d u ctio n s . T h e  u n tra in e d  
a r t is t , th o u g h  la c k in g  c r it ic a l  ju d g m e n t, 
h a s , b y  im p u lse  a lo n e , p ro d u ced  so m e  o f  
th e  m o st b e a u t ifu l  an d  s ig n if ic a n t  a r t  
o f  th e  ra ce .

I t  is a se r io u s m is ta k e  to  a ssu m e 
th a t d e v o tio n  to  th e  sev era l b ra n c h e s  o f  
a e sth e tic s  is less im p o rta n t  to th e  su r  
v iv al o f  c iv i liz a t io n  th a n  d e d ica tio n  to  
th e  sp e c ia liz e d  fie ld s  o f  th e o lo g y  o r 
p o lit ic s . T h e  a r t is t , i f  h e  is rea lly  h o n  
est, is p o te n tia lly  o n e  o f  th e  m o st p ra c  
tica l an d  u se fu l o f  m o rta ls . E v e ry  h u  
m a n  b e in g  h a s  w ith in  h im s e lf  th e  la te n t 
ca p a c ity  to  b e c o m e  a p h ilo so p h e r , a n  
a r t is t , a m y s tic , a c r a f ts m a n , an d  a sc ie n  
t is t . A ll th e se  fa c u lt ie s  an d  g ro u p s  o f  
fa c u lt ie s  a w a it  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  b e  re-
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le a se d  by  a tte n tio n  an d  tr a in in g . S u re ly  
m a n  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  b e e n  so r ich ly  e n  
d o w e d  h a d  it  b e en  in te n d e d  th a t h e  n e g  
le c t  th e  la rg e r  p art o f  h im s e lf  a n d  c u l 
t iv a te  o n ly  o n e  ca p a c ity  a t  th e  e x p e n se  
o f  th e  o th e rs .

In c id e n ta l ly , th e  fa c u lt ie s  o f  th e  m in d  
fo r m  a n  in tr ic a te  sy s te m  o f  in te rre la te d  
p o w e rs . E a c h  c o n tr ib u te s  to  th e  w e ll  
b e in g  o f  th e  o th e rs , a n d  n o  p a rt  o f  th e  
in te lle c t  c a n  b e  p e rfe c te d  w ith o u t  c o n  
tr ib u tio n s  fro m  o th e r  sp e c ia liz e d  g ro u p s . 
T h u s  th e  re s tr ic tio n  o f  th e  m in d  in  an y  
o f  its  n o rm a l w o r k in g s  im p o v e r ish e s  th e  
q u a lity  o f  th e  v ery  sp e c ia lity  w e  a re  c u l 
t iv a t in g  so ass id u o u sly .

T h e  e c o n o m ic  c o m p le x  in  w h ic h  w e 
f in d  o u rse lv es  an d  w h ic h  w e  m o s t  re se n t 
is  a c tu a lly  a v ita l fa c to r  in  th e  in te g r a  
t io n  o f  th e  p e rso n a lity . P r a c t ic a l  n e  
ce ssity  fo rc e s  u s to  d iv id e  o u r a tte n tio n  
b e tw e e n  a b s tr a c t  sp e cu la tio n s  a n d  c o n  
c re te  p ro b le m s , th u s  p re v e n tin g  th e  
d r i f t in g  o f  th e  e g o  to w a rd  a sp h e re  o f 
fa n ta s y  w h ic h  m ig h t  u lt im a te ly  d estro y  
a ll th e  o b je c tiv e  in s tin c ts . In  th e  e n d , 
w e  a re  d r iv e n  to  o r g a n iz e  o u r a c tiv it ie s  
to  m e e t  p re ss in g  re q u ire m e n ts . W e  fin d  
th a t  w e  c a n n o t  liv e  e ith e r  by b read  a lo n e  
o r  w ith o u t  b re a d . W e  r e a liz e  th a t  w e 
h a v e  n o  r ig h t  to  re q u ire  th a t  o th e rs  c a r  
ry  o u r  p h y sica l b u rd e n s  w h ile  w e c o n  
te m p la te  th e  p sy ch o lo g ica l p ro cesses o f  
th e  in f in ite  m in d . T h e  o b v io u s so lu  
t io n  is to  b u d g e t t im e  an d  e n e rg y . W e  
stu d y  a l it t le  less, w o rk  a l it t le  m o re , 
an d  liv e  la rg e r  liv es  w ith  b e tte r  p e rso n  
a lity  c o n tra s ts .

T h e  g r e a t  i llu m in e d  a n d  in it ia te d  
te a c h e r s  h a v e  n e a rly  a lw a y s le f t  a n  e x  
c e l le n t  e x a m p le  o f  o r g a n iz e d  a c t iv ity . 
P o ss ib ly  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  e x e m p lif ic a t io n  
is  th e  co d e  o f  M o h a m m e d . H e  d iv id ed  
h is  d ay in to  th re e  p a rts , e a ch  c o n ta in in g  
e ig h t  h o u rs . H is  m e th o d ic a l a p p ro a ch  
e n a b le d  h im  to  a c c o m p lis h  a p ro d ig io u s  
a m o u n t  o f  h ig h ly  d iv e rs ifie d  w o r k . H e  
g a v e  e ig h t  h o u rs  o f  e a ch  d ay  to th e  
r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  h is  b o d y — sleep , rest, 
a n d  n u tr it io n . H e  b e sto w ed  e ig h t  h o u rs  
u p o n  h is  p eo p le  a n d  h is  m in is try , serv  
in g  th e m  an d  e x p a n d in g  th e  te a c h in g s  
o f  h is  f a i t h .  T h e  th ird  p erio d  o f  e ig h t

h o u rs  h e  sp e n t g a th e r in g  th e  w h ite  h y a  
c in th s  fo r  h is  so u l, in  th is  w ay  fu lf i l l in g  
h is  re s p o n sib ility  to  h is  o w n  in d w e llin g  
co n sc io u sn e ss . T h e  C o d e -M o h a m m e d  is 
a s im p le  p ro g ra m  w h ic h  n o n -Is la m ite s  
c a n  p ra c tice  w ith  b e n e fit  to  th e m se lv e s  
a n d  o th e rs .

C o n tra s t  g iv es c o lo r  to  th e  p e rso n a lity . 
I t  m a k e s  th e  in d iv id u a l m o re  in te r e s tin g  
a n d  m o re  v ita l . W ith o u t  c o n tra s t , w e 
fin d  o u rse lv e s  less in te re s tin g  to  o u r  
se lv es , a n d  th is  in  tu rn  d ep resses th e  
d is p o s it io n  an d  red u ce s  th e  lo v e  o f  l ife , 
w h ic h  is so im p o rta n t  w h e n  w e a re  e n  
g a g e d  in  la rg e  p ro je c ts . P h y s ic a l  re  
v erses a re  less d a m a g in g  w h e n  w e h av e  
in te rn a l b u o y a n cy .

In  ev ery  w a lk  o f  l if e ,  w e  a re  g e n  
e ro u s ly  re w a rd e d  fo r  d iv e r s ify in g  o u r 
a c t iv it ie s . M a n y  serio u s c o m p lic a t io n s  
a rise  a m o n g  th o se  to o  o n e -p o in te d  in  
th e ir  t h in k in g .  T h e  b u sin e ss  m a n  w ith  
o u t  a v o ca tio n a l in te re s ts  is  d e p e n d e n t e n  
t ire ly  u p o n  h is  b u sin e ss  a c t iv it ie s  fo r  th e  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  h is  p e rso n a lity . I f  h is  
b u sin ess  fa ils , h e  fa ils  w ith  it, an d  n o th  
in g  re m a in s  b u t a g e n e r a l r u in . P a r e n ts  
w h o  b e c o m e  c o m p le te ly  ab so rb ed  in 
th e ir  c h ild re n  a re  le f t  in te rn a lly  d e s ti 
tu te  w h e n  th ese  y o u n g  p eo p le  b ra n c h  
o u t  fo r  th e m se lv e s  an d  n o  lo n g e r  re q u ire  
o r  ev e n  p e r m it  p a re n ta l g u id a n c e . N e w  
ly m a rr ie d  co u p le s  s tre n g th e n  th e ir  re  
la tio n sh ip s  by d e v e lo p in g  c o m m o n  in  
te re s ts  be y o n d  th e  m e re  p ro b le m  o f  su r 
v iv a l. S ta t is t ic s  in d ic a te  th a t  w e  are  
m o re  l ik e ly  to  fin d  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  in 
a v o ca tio n s  th a n  in  v o ca tio n s . M a in ta in  
in g  th e  p h y s ica l re s p o n s ib ilitie s  o f  a 
h o m e  is n o  lo n g e r  su ffic ien t to  fu lfill  
th e  c h a ra c te r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  a v e r  
a g e  w o m a n , a n d  su p p o r tin g  th e  in s titu  
t io n  by  b u sin ess m e a n s  d oes n o t sa tisfy  
th e  a v e ra g e  m a n . V a lu a b le  a n d  p e r m a  
n e n t  c o n ta c ts  b e tw e e n  p e r so n a lit ie s  re  
q u ir e  la r g e r  sp h e re s  o f  in te re s t  an d  a c t iv  
ities . T h e  c la ss ic  e x a m p le  is th e  te n  
sio n  w h ic h  ra p id ly  d ev e lo p s in  th e  h o u s e  
h o ld  w h e n  a s ick  h u sb a n d  stay s h o m e  
fo r  a fe w  d ays.

T h in g s  c o m e  to  a d re a ry  sta te , in d e e d , 
w h e n  th e  m a n  o f  th e  f a m ily  u ses h is  
w e e k  e n d s  m e re ly  to  p u tte r  a ro u n d  th e
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h o u se  a n d  f in a lly , in  d e sp e ra tio n  an d  
b o re d o m , m o w s th e  f r o n t  la w n . N e i  
th e r  h o u se h o ld  n o r  o ff ic e  w o rk  c o n tr ib  
u tes  m u c h  to  th e  la n g u is h in g  a r t  o f  
c o n v e r sa t io n . M o n o to n y  sets in  w ith  a 
v e n g e a n c e , a n d  l iv in g  th a t  is co lo rle ss  
lead s to  fu r th e r  co m p lic a t io n s . U su a lly , 
e a ch  o f  th e  o f fe n d in g  p a rtie s  k n o w s  
h is  o r  h e r  o w n  w o rk  re a so n a b ly  w e ll—  
in  fa c t , m a y  be c o n sid e re d  an  e x p e r t . 
R e m e m b e r  th a t  th e  e x cu se  o f  b e in g  to o  
tire d  is n o t  v a lid . C e r ta in ly , w e  a re  
tire d  o f  w h a t  w e  a re  d o in g , b u t by  
s h if t in g  th e  m e n ta l fo cu s , w e  d isco v e r  a 
n e w  su p p ly  o f  e n e rg y . I t  is a m a tte r  o f  
m a in ta in g  v ita l in te re s t  an d  lo o k in g  fo r  
w a rd  to  le isu re  as a n  o p p o rtu n ity  ra th e r  
th a n  as a b la n k  sp ace  in  a ro u tin e .

F o r  s tu d e n ts  o f  p h ilo so p h y , w e  re c o m  
m e n d  a p la n n e d  p ro g ra m  o f  a p p r e c ia  
t io n . B y  a p p r e c ia tio n , w e  m e a n  the ca 
pacity to enjoy, o r  to accept with pleasure 
th e  f in e  th in g s  in  l ife . T h e  m o re  se r i 
o u s an d  sed a te  o f  th e  c la ss ica l s ch o la rs  
e m p h a s iz e d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  m u s ic . 
P y th a g o ra s , S o c r a te s , an d  P la to  fo u n d  
sa t is fa c t io n  fo r  th e ir  so u ls in  th e  d a n ce , 
an d  sev e ra l o f  th e  w o r ld ’s im m o r ta l  
th in k e r s  g a in e d  p ro fic ie n c y  in  sc u lp tu r  
in g  a n d  p a in t in g . C o n fu c iu s  w as o n e  
o f  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  h o rs e m e n  o f  h is  t im e . 
P lo t in u s  m a in ta in e d  a n u rs e ry  f o r  o r  
p h a n  c h ild r e n . T h e  g r e a t  w o m a n  m a th  
e m a tic ia n , H y p a t ia , o f  A le x a n d r ia , w as 
fe m in in e  e n o u g h  to  e x p e r im e n t  w ith  
c o sm e tic s , an d  S t .-G e r m a in  h ad  th e  sa m e  
h o b b y . H is  in te re s ts  w ere  r e m a rk a b le  
a n d  in c lu d e d  p la n n in g  ra ilro a d s  a n d  e x  
p e r im e n t in g  w ith  fe lt  fo r  a h a t  fa c to ry . 
L o r d  B a c o n , w h e n  th e  a ffa irs  o f  S ta te  
w e re  h e av y  u p o n  h im , p la n n ed  a n d  la id  
o u t  g a rd e n s , a n d  w as re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
th e  b e a u tifu l la n d s c a p in g  a b o u t th e  Tnns 
o f  C o u r t , in  L o n d o n . T h e  c o n tra s ts  a re  
e v e ry w h e re  e v id e n t. W a g n e r , th e  m u s i 
c ia n , escap ed  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  p o lit ic s , 
a n d  it  is sa id  t h a t  D is r a e l i ,  w h o  tra n s  
fo rm e d  G r e a t  B r i ta in  in to  th e  B r i t is h  
E m p ir e , h ad  q u ite  a p a ss io n  fo r  e m b r o i 
d e ry . In  th is  re le a se , h e  h a s  a m o d e rn  
c o u n te r p a r t  in  th e  g re a t ly  lo v ed  K in g  o f  
S w e d e n .

I f  w e do n o t p e r m it  o u rse lv e s  to  fru s  

tra te  o u r  o w n  n a tu ra l in c lin a t io n s , w e 
in s tin c tiv e ly  d e v e lo p  re lea ses  a n d  o u tle ts  
fo r  te n s io n  an d  p re ssu re . I f ,  h o w e v e r, 
w e  d e v e lo p  th a t  u n easy  k in d  o f  c o n  
sc ie n ce  w h ic h  ca u se s  us to  fee l th a t 
ev ery  m o m e n t  a w a y  fro m  o u r  d o m in a n t  
p u rsu it  is a p re c io u s  seco n d  w a ste d , w e 
w ill l ik e ly  e n o u g h  lose m u c h  v a lu a b le  
t im e  re c u p e r a t in g  fro m  n e rv o u s  b r e a k  
d o w n s . I t  m ig h t  n o t be so b ad  i f  w e 
to o k  to  o u r  bed s an d  stay ed  th e re  u n til  
w e  re co v e re d , b u t it is m o re  p ro b a b le  
th a t w e  w ill w a n d e r  a b o u t a n n o y in g  
o th e rs  an d  m a k e  a g e n e r a l n u isa n c e  o f  
o u rse lv e s . L a r g e  m in d s  p re v e n t e m e r  
g e n c ie s , an d  sm a ll m in d s  e n d u r e  th e m . 
T h e  C h in e s e  h a v e  g a in e d  a n  e n v ia b le  
re p u ta tio n  fo r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e ir  
a ffa irs  u n d e r  in c r e d ib le  h a n d ic a p s . A f te r  
c o n te m p la t in g  th e  d e lin q u e n c e s  o f  th e  
Im p e r ia l  c o u r t , th e  c o rru p tio n s  o f  p o li 
t ic s , th e  m a le fa c t io n s  o f  in d u s try , a n d  
th e  d re a d fu l p e n u rio u sn e ss  o f  h u m a n  
n a tu re , th e  C h in e se  p h ilo so p h e r  re tire s  
to  h is  b a m b o o  g ro v e  a n d  w rite s  p o etry . 
W e  m a y  w o n d e r  w h y  h e  d oes n o t en  
g a g e  in  a n  im m e d ia te  an d  d e v a s ta tin g  
cru sa d e . P e rh a p s  h e  fe e ls  th a t  i f  h e  
su b m e rg e s  h im s e lf  in  th e  p r e v a ilin g  c o n  
fu s io n , th e r e  w ill ju s t  be  o n e  less in te l  
l ig e n t  C h in e s e .

In  p re s e n tin g  o u r  o p in io n s , p erh a p s 
it  so u n d s  as th o u g h  w e  a re  t h in k in g  o f  
c u ltu r e  as m e re ly  a re m e d y , b u t su ch  is 
n o t th e  b a s ic  in te n t io n . I t  is a m e d ic in e  
fo r  th e  so u l, b u t it is  a lso  p r im a r ily  a 
n a tu ra l o r n a m e n ta t io n  o f  h u m a n  c h a r  
a c te r . C u ltu r e  n o t o n ly  re d e e m s, it  a lso  
p re serv es . I t  is a d ir e c t  w ay  o f  g ro w th , 
by  w h ic h  w e  u n fo ld  sp ir itu a l fa c u ltie s  
an d  p o w e rs  by  tu n in g -in  u p o n  th e  m o  
t io n s  an d  p ro cesses  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p la n . 
I n  m a n y  w a y s, it is fa r  m o re  n a tu ra l 
an d  p ra c tic a l th a n  th e  sp e c ia liz e d  s t im u  
la tio n s  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  ta u g h t  in  e so  
te r ic  g ro u p s .

T o  e n la r g e  u p o n  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  a p p re  
c ia t io n : A s s u m in g  th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  p er 
so n  is  n o t lik e ly  to  b e c o m e  p ro fic ie n t  
in  th e  d if fe re n t  b ra n c h e s  o f  a e sth e tic s , 
th e  m o s t  n a tu ra l a p p ro a c h  is to  d ev e lo p  
th e  ca p a c ity  to  a p p r e c ia te  t h a t  w h ic h  is  
f in e , n o b le , an d  b e a u t ifu l .  A n  o ld  p h i-
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Io so p h er s a id : “ B e a u ty  fe e d s  th e  so u l.’ ’ 
T h e r e  a re  p a rts  o f  th e  h u m a n  co n sc io u s  
ness th a t  c a n n o t  be re a c h e d  o r re leased  
by th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  re a s o n in g  p o w er . 
T h e  m in is try  o f  b e a u ty  is o n e  o f  th e  
m o st sa t is fy in g  o f  N a t u r e ’s m e a n s  o f 
in s tr u c t io n . T h e  d e fic ie n c y  o f  th e  in  
s t in c t  to w a rd  a e s th e tic s  is reflected  in  
th e  a r t is t ic  s te r ility  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  l iv  
in g . T h u s  im p o v e r ish e d , w e a re  less 
a b le  to  b e a r  g ra c io u s ly  th e  b u rd e n  o f  
in d iv id u a l a n d  c o lle c t iv e  re sp o n sib ility  
fo r  p ro g ress .

W e  a re  a ll in te re s te d  in  th e  im p ro v e  
m e n t  o f  o u rse lv e s  a n d  th e  a d v a n ce m e n t 
o f  o u r  c iv i l iz a t io n . W e  a re  w ill in g  to 
d ev o te  y ears to  s tu d y  a n d  m e d ita tio n , 
w ith  th e  c o n v ic t io n  th a t by  so d o in g  
w e  sh a ll le a rn  to  liv e  b e tte r  an d  to  fa c e  
th e  fu tu re  w ith  a g o o d  h o p e . Y e t ,  w ith  
a ll o u r stu d ie s , w e  se ld o m  a t ta in  a suffi 
c ie n t  v ic to ry  o f  so u l-p o w e r o v e r th e  
p re ssu re  o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s . O u r  k n o w l 
e d g e  m a y  be co n s id e ra b le  a n d  th e  en v y  
o f  o u r  fr ie n d s , b u t w e h a v e  n o t fo u n d  
c o n te n tm e n t  a n d  o u r  v o ice s  a re  ra ised  
m o stly  in  c o m p la in t . O b v io u s ly , so m e  
th in g  is la c k in g  in  th e  fo rm u la  fo r  o u r 
re d e m p tio n . O f te n , th e  m is s in g  in  
g re d ie n t  is in te rn a l b e a u ty  e x p re ss in g  
its e lf  in  a c t io n  th ro u g h  a q u a lity  w h ic h  
w e  ra th e r  la m e ly  re fe r  to as sw eetn ess .

W e  m u st  n e v e r  c o n fu se  th is  in s ip id  
w ord  w ith  th e  v ita l an d  liv in g  v a lu e  
w h ic h  it  re p re se n ts . T h e r e  is n o  su g  
g e s t io n  o f  th e  s a c c h a r in e  in  th e  q u a lity  
w h ic h  w e seek  to  d e s c r ib e ; ra th e r  th ere  
is g r a c e , d ig n ity , a n d  a d eep  h u m a n ity  
w h ic h  is a g e n u in e  re m e d y  f o r  th e  b it  
te rn e ss  th a t  so  o f t e n  im p o v e r ish e s  h u  
m a n  c o n d u c t . H o w e v e r  w e a p p ro a ch  
th e  su b je c t , w e  a re  a w a re  th a t o n  ra re  
o c ca s io n s  w e  m e e t so m e o n e  w h o  is g e n  
tle  w ith o u t  b e in g  w e a k , in te rn a lly  b e a u  
t ifu l w ith o u t  b e in g  p re tty , an d  su b s ta n  
tia lly  fin e  w ith o u t  b e in g  in a n e . N e a r ly  
a lw a y s , w h e n  w e  e x a m in e  th is  c o m m e n d  
a b le  c h a r a c te r , w e  d isco v e r  v a lu es  re  
s u lt in g  f ro m  e n lig h te n e d  a p p r e c ia tio n .

S u p p o se , th e n , w e  b e g in  b u d g e tin g  
th e  t im e  w e  d ev o te  to  w h a t  m e ta p h y s i 
c ia n s  h a v e  so  lo n g  re fe rre d  to  as so u l- 
g r o w th . In s te a d  o f  re a d in g  o u r fa v o r ite

a u th o r  o n  ro u n d s  a n d  ra ce s  in  ev ery  
sp are  m o m e n t a n d  b u r n in g  th e  m id n ig h t  
w a tta g e  in  se a rch  fo r  th e  a n s w e r  to  it 
a ll ,  w e sh o u ld  e n la r g e  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  
w h a t  c o n s t itu te s  a b a la n c e d  p ro g ra m  o f 
s e lf -u n fo ld m e n t. K n o w le d g e  h a s  d e  
sce n d e d  to  u s in  tw o  g re a t  s t r e a m s : o n e , 
in te lle c tu a l, an d  th e  o th e r , a e s th e tic . 
C o g n it io n  by th e  m in d  a n d  c o g n itio n  
by th e  h e a rt  a re  th e  p o les o f  k n o w in g . 
A ll  life  is p o la r iz e d , n o t in to  p o sitiv e  
an d  n e g a tiv e , b u t in to  tw o  c o n tra s t in g  
p o sitiv es . M a n  w a s g iv e n  a p o la r iz ed  
b ra in  c o n s is t in g  o f  tw o  b a la n ce d  h e m i 
sp h e re s  in  o rd e r  th a t  h e  m ig h t  d ev e lo p  
p e n e tr a tio n  as w e ll as co v e ra g e . P o la r  
iz a tio n  is n e ce ssa ry  to b e s to w  h ig h e r  
d im e n s io n s , ju s t  as tw o  ey es a re  e sse n tia l 
to  s te re o sco p ic  v is io n . B e c a u s e  w e hav e 
tw o  ey es, w e c a n  see ju s t  a l it t le  w a y  
a ro u n d  th e  c o rn e r .

T h e  fa m il ia r  te rm  “ a rts  a n d  s c ie n c e s ” 
im p lie s  b o th  c o n tr a s t  an d  e q u ilib r iu m . 
N o  m a n  is w e ll-b a la n ce d  w h o  stan d s 
fo re v e r  o n  o n e  fo o t , an d  n o  m in d  is 
rea lly  n o rm a l th a t c a rr ie s  o n e  l in e  o f  
th o u g h t  to  e x t in c t io n . In te l le c tu a l  p ro c  
esses g a th e r  a n d  a c c u m u la te , a n d , th e re  
fo re , th e  m o tio n  is f ro m  th e  w o rld  to  
w ard  th e  se lf . A e s th e t ic  p ro cesses lu re  
m a n  o u t o f  h im s e lf  a n d  to w a rd  th e  o b  
je c t  o f  h is  a p p r e c ia tio n . K n o w le d g e  e n  
r ic h e s ; b e a u ty  re lea ses . T h u s  w e h a v e  
a n  e b b  a n d  flo w , a c ir c u la t io n  o f  so u l- 
p o w e r w h ic h  p re v e n ts  s ta g n a tio n . B y  
th o u g h t , m a n  g a in s ; by  e m o tio n , m a n  
g iv e s , an d  life  i ts e lf  is a co m p o u n d  p ro  
cess o f  g a in in g  a n d  g iv in g . O f  th e  tw o , 
g iv in g  is p ro b a b ly  th e  g re a te r  v ir tu e , if  
w e m a y  co m p a re  th e m . R e le a s e  is a n  
a c t io n  o f  th e  se lf . I t  is a p o sitiv e  e m e r  
g e n c e  o f  q u a lit ie s  ra th e r  th a n  a re c e p  
tiv ity  to  se lf - im p ro v e m e n t. T h e  a n c ie n ts  
sa id  th a t  th e  p a th  o f  th e  m in d  lea d s to 
w isd o m , a n d  th e  p a th  o f  th e  h e a rt lead s 
to  u n d e r s ta n d in g . E a c h  sep a ra ted  fro m  
th e  o th e r  is a b o u t as u se fu l as B e n ja m in  
F r a n k l in ’s ce le b ra te d  e x a m p le  o f  th e  
u t il ity  o f  th e  se p a ra te  h a lv es  o f  a p a ir  
o f  sh e a rs .

A rt is t ic  in te re s ts  fa ll  n a tu ra lly  in to  
tw o  c la s s if ic a tio n s : a p p r e c ia tio n  a n d  p e r  
fo r m a n c e . E i t h e r  c a n  b e  in te lle c tu a l-
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iz e d , b u t u n d e r  su ch  c o n d it io n s  th e  
m in d  m u s t  b e  g u a rd e d  a g a in s t  a te n  
d en cy  to  o v e rc r it ic is m . O f te n , a p p re  
c ia t io n  its e lf  le a d s to  p e r fo rm a n c e , b u t 
th e  rev e rse  ca n  b e  tru e , fo r  m a n y  g re a t  
te c h n ic ia n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e fic ie n t  in  tru e  
a e s th e tic s . F o r  th e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  w ith  
o u t p re v io u s t r a in in g , a r t  is b e st a p p r e  
c ia te d  as a n  e x p e r ie n c e  in  v a lu e s . W e  
h e a r  a g re a t  d ea l a b o u t a r t is t ic  te m p e ra  
m e n t  w h ic h  h a s  b e co m e  a sy n o n y m  fo r  
e c c e n tr ic  b e h a v io r . A c tu a lly , th e  g re a t  
a r t is t  is u su a lly  a v ery  s im p le  p erso n , 
b u t d o m in a te d  la rg e ly  by  e m o tio n a l fa c  
to rs h e  is s u b je c t  to  im p u lse s  w h ic h  
a g a in  rev ea l la c k  o f  b a la n c e . H e ,  to o , 
h a s  s p e c ia liz e d , an d  h a s  fa ile d  to  re c o g  
n iz e  th e  n e cessity  fo r  co rre c t iv e  m e c h a n  
ism s.

L e o n a r d o  d a V in c i  is th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
case  o f  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  e x c e p tio n a l 
a b ility  in  b o th  th e  a r ts  an d  sc ie n ce s . H e  
is sa id  to  h a v e  m a ste re d  e ig h ty  d if fe re n t  
b r a n c h e s  o f  h u m a n  e n d e a v o r, an d  h is 
reco rd  s ta n d s  u n c h a lle n g e d . H e  d is  
c o v e re d , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  
th e  s tu d y  o f  a n a to m y  an d  p h y sio lo g y  to  
th e  p a in te r  a n d  th e  sc u lp to r , an d  so 
th o ro u g h  w e re  h is  re se a rch e s  th a t  h e a n  
t ic ip a te d  m a n y  o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  V e s a - 
liu s , th e  g r e a t  a n a to m is t . L e o n a r d o  
lea rn ed  th a t  b ro a d  in te re s ts  d id  n o t lead  
to  c o n fu s io n , b u t ra th e r  u n ite d  th e  fa c u l  
tie s  in  a la r g e r  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  o n e n e ss .

I f  you  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  d e v o te d  to  th e 
m y s tica l a n d  sp ir itu a l sc ie n ce s , w e  re c  
o m m e n d  th a t you  th in k  ser io u sly  a b o u t 
s e e k in g  e x p re ss io n  fo r  in s tin c ts  o f  b e a u ty  
w ith in  y o u rse lf . D o  n o t be sa tis fie d  to 
a ssu m e  th a t a tr iv ia l a p p r e c ia tio n  is 
su ffic ie n t. T h e  p o w e r to e n jo y  in cre a se s  
as w e  d is co v e r  th e  ca n o n s  g o v e r n in g  
a r t is t ic  p e r fe c t io n . D e d ic a te  so m e  p a rt  
o f  a v a ila b le  t im e  to th e  s im p le  p le a su re  
to  be d eriv ed  fro m  a e s th e tic  p u rsu its . 
Y o u r  ta s te s , i f  g iv e n  th e  o p p o rtu n ity , 
w ill g u id e  you  to w a rd  th a t w h ic h  is 
s u ita b le . I f  you  are  a lre a d y  d eep  in  
so m e  in te lle c tu a l p u rsu it , d o  n o t p e r m it  
y o u r m in d  to  in te l le c tu a liz e  y o u r a p  
p ro a c h  to  a n  a r t . A c c e p t  it f irs t as im  
p a ct, an d  y ou  w ill  d isco v e r  th a t y o u r

o w n  co n sc io u sn e ss  w ill d ir e c t  y o u r 
co u rse  i f  you  d o n o t  in te r fe re .

A  su rv ey  w ill sh o w  th a t m o d e rn  
m e ta p h y s ic a l m o v e m e n ts  h a v e  m a d e  fe w  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  w o rld  
a e s th e tic s . S o m e tim e s  p ro m in e n t  a r tis ts  
b e co m e  in te re s te d  in  th ese  stu d ie s  a f te r  
th ey  h a v e  a tta in e d  su ccess , b u t th e 
s tu d ie s  th e m se lv e s  w e re  n o t  re sp o n sib le  
fo r  th a t  su ccess . M o d e rn  p h ilo so p h y , o r  
th o d o x  o r  u n o r th o d o x , has c o n tr ib u te d  
lit t le  to  l ite r a tu re , m u s ic , p a in t in g , o r  
m o d e lin g . T h i s  m e a n s  th a t  th e re  h a s  
n o t b e e n  su ffic ien t s t im u la tio n  o f  c r e a  
t iv e n e ss , o r  th e  in s tin c t  to  p e r fe c t  m e d ia  
o f  e x p re ss io n . T h e  rev e rse  sh o u ld  b e  
tru e , fo r  g re a t  id ea ls  a re  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  
u p o n  w h ic h  e n d u r in g  a r t is t ic  tr iu m p h s  
ca n  b e  b u ilt . W e  a re  m o re  o r  less d is  
p leased  w ith  th e  p re v a ilin g  sch o o ls  o f  
a r t  b e ca u se  th e y  la c k  e sse n tia l in te g r ity . 
T h e  c o n d it io n  w ill n o t c h a n g e , h o w e v e r , 
u n t il  th o se  w ith  in te g r ity  g a in  th e  
s k ill  to ex p re ss  th e m se lv e s  e ffe c tiv e ly . 
A ll  th e o ry  an d  n o  p ra c tic e  lea d s to  o n e  
e x tr e m e , an d  all p ra c tice  an d  n o  th e o ry  
e n d s  in  p o s t-im p re ss io n ism . T h e  c o m  
m o n  fa u lt  lies in  o u r  w illin g n e ss  to  a c  
c u m u la te  a v ast e ru d it io n  w ith o u t  c o n  
s id e r in g  g ra c io u s  m e a n s  fo r  its  d is  
s e m in a t io n . A s  o n e  m a n  sa id  to  m e : 
“ R ig h t  p eo p le  h a v e  th e  id e a s , b u t w ro n g  
p eo p le  ru le  th e  w o r ld .” T h i s  w ill c o n  
t in u e  u n til  th e  r ig h t  p eo p le  b e c o m e  as 
s k i l lfu l  as th ey  a re  co rre c t .

M e n ta l v a g a rie s  a re  h a b it - fo r m in g , 
a n d  it is  c o n s id e ra b ly  e a s ie r  to  p e r fe c t  
th e o r ie s  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  th a n  it is to  
see th e m  b lig h te d  by  th e  fro s t  o f  a n  in  
d if fe re n t  h u m a n k in d . T h i s  d o es n o t 
im p ly  th a t  p eo p le  d o  n o t try  to sh a re  
th e ir  co n v ic t io n s , b u t th e  w o rd  try c o v  
ers  in n u m e r a b le  in e p t p e r fo rm a n c e s . A  
g o o d  try  m a y  b e  c o m m e n d a b le , b u t a 
w e ll-p la n n e d  e ffo r t  g o e s  fu r th e r . T o  d o  
a n y th in g  w e ll re q u ire s  s k i l l ;  sk ill  r e  
q u ire s  d is c ip lin e , p ra c tic e , a n d  c o n t in u ity  
o f  e f fo r t . A r t  su p p lie s  th e  m e a n s  fo r  
th e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  id ea ls . I t  g iv e s  
us th e  p ro p er p a lle tte  fo r  th e  p ic tu re  
w e  w ish  to  p a in t. In s p ira t io n a l a r t  sa n s 
te c h n iq u e  is e x tre m e ly  d e p re ss in g ; e v e n
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a g o o d -n a tu r e d  b u ll c a n  d o a  lo t  o f  
h a r m  in  a  c h in a  c lo se t.

L e t  u s, th e n , th in k  o f  a r t  as th e  
m e a n s  o f  p re s e n tin g  id e a ls  p ro p e rly  a n d  
a d e q u a te ly . A f te r  a l l ,  th e  f ir s t  c o n ta c t  
th a t  th e  w o rld  ca n  h a v e  w ith  o u r  c o n v ic  
t io n s  is th e  im p a c t  o f  o u r  te m p e ra m e n ts  
a n d  d is p o s it io n s . I f  th is  f ir s t  im p re ss io n  
is  p o o r, w e  h a v e  c re a te d  u n n e c e ssa ry  
o b sta c le s . T h e  S o c r a t ic  c a n o n  fo r  scu lp  
to rs  w as a  v ery  s im p le  o n e . S o c ra te s  
a lw a y s  sa id  th a t  th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  th re e  
G r a c e s , w h ic h  h e  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  F o  
ru m  in  A th e n s , w as a lre a d y  in  th e  b lo ck  
o f  s to n e  th a t  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  h is  stu d io . 
H e  co u ld  n o t c re a te  b e a u ty , b u t  h e  co u ld  
re lea se  it . H e  d id  th is  b y  ca re fu lly  
c h ip p in g  a w a y  a ll th e  u n n e c e ssa ry  sto n e , 
a n d  th a t  w h ic h  w a s le f t  w as a n  a d m ir  
a b le  re p re se n ta tio n  o f  th e  th re e  G r a c e s . 
P e rh a p s  w e  all h a v e  th ese  g ra c e s  w ith in  
o u rse lv e s , b u t  m o st o f  us w o u ld  b e  th e  
b e tte r  fo r  so m e  c a re fu l c h ip p in g .

T h e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  s in c e r ity  an d  
a r t is try  re s u lts  in  a d e q u a c y . T h a t  w h ich  
is in  ev e ry  w a y  su ff ic ie n t  is in  n o  w a y  
d e fic ie n t , a n d  is e n o u g h  f o r  th e  w o r k  a t  
h a n d . A r t is tr y  c a n n o t  b e  cau sed  to 
flo u r ish  in  u n su ita b le  m e d ia . I t  c a n n o t  
b e  a ch ie v e d  b y  re s o lu tio n  a lo n e . L ik e  
a ll re a l g r o w th , i t  is a n a tu ra l u n fo ld -  
m e n t  o f  c a p a c ity , p o ss ib le  b e ca u se  th e  
h u m a n  c a p a c ity  is  u n lim ite d . I t  m a y , 
an d  w ill ,  ta k e  t im e  a n d  e f fo r t , b u t  it is 
possible; a n d  b e ca u se  it  is  b o th  p o ssib le  
a n d  d e s ira b le , i t  sh o u ld  re c e iv e  a p p r o  
p r ia te  a t te n t io n .

W e  c a n  b e g in  b y  p e r m it t in g  o u rse lv e s  
to  b e  m o re  s e n s it iv e  to  v a lu e s . A p p r e  
c ia t io n  i ts e lf  h a s  a  te n d e n c y  to o v e rco m e  
th e  h u m a n  in c l in a t io n  to  b e  c r i t ic a l . A s  
w e  b e c o m e  m o re  a w a r e  o f  th e  b e a u ty  
in th in g s , w e  a re  less in c lin e d  to  e x  
a m in e  th e m  f o r  th e ir  d e fe c ts . T h e  
C h in e s e  n e v e r  p ro d u ced  a w o r k  o f  a rt 
w ith o u t  p u rp o se ly  le a v in g  it  d e fe c tiv e  
in  so m e d e ta il. T h e y  re c o g n iz e d  th a t 
ev en  d e fe c ts  a r e  p a rt  o f  a v ast b e a u ty . 
N a tu r e ’s d isso n a n ce s  a re  as m a g n if ic e n t  
as h e r  co n so n a n c e s , b u t  w e  w e re  la te  
in  d is c o v e r in g  th is  su b lim e  tru th . F r o m  
lig h ts  a n d  sh a d o w s, fro m  jo y  a n d  so r  
ro w , a n d  e v e n  f r o m  l i f e  a n d  d e a th , w e

d e riv e  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  a b e a u ty  th a t 
tra n s ce n d s  a ll p a rt ic u la rs  a n d  b len d s 
th e m  in to  a c o s m ic  sy m p h o n y .

In  sm a ll th in g s , th e n , w e h a v e  th e  
p r iv ile g e  to  w o n d e r  ra th e r  th a n  to  c o n  
d e m n . W e  b e c o m e  c o n sc io u s  o f  a la rg e r  
p la n  a n d  a g r e a te r  la w . In  o u r  h e a rts  
th e r e  c o m e s  th e  s im p le  r e jo ic in g  th a t 
re su lts  f ro m  fo re v e r  d is c o v e r in g  th e  b e a u  
t ifu l an d  th e  g o o d . P r o b a b ly , w e  w ill 
be  m is u n d e rs to o d , b u t th a t  is in e v ita b le , 
an d  it  is  b e tte r  to  b e  m is u n d e rs to o d  b e  
ca u se  w e  a re  la rg e r  th a n  b e ca u se  w e  are  
sm a lle r . I f  o u r  a r t is try  is g r e a t  e n o u g h , 
w e  m a y  be a b le  to e x p e r ie n c e  e v e n  th e  
p e cu lia r  c o n tra s ts  th a t  o n ly  m is u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  ca n  c o n fe r . T h e  m y s tic , in  
h is  m o m e n t  o f  i l lu m in a t io n , d oes n o t 
ra t io n a lly  co m p re h e n d  th e  u n iv e rs e ; h e  
fe e ls  it  as a b ir th  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  in  
h is  o w n  h e a r t . S u re ly , h is  u n c e r ta in t ie s  
a r ise  in  h is  m in d , b u t h is  ce r ta in t ie s  
c o m e  fro m  h is  h e a r t . T h e r e  h a s  lo n g  
b e e n  a c r i t ic is m  th a t  p h ilo so p h y  is  a n  
in te lle c tu a l a c t iv ity , d e fic ie n t  in  se n s itiv e  
v a lu e s . T h is  c r i t ic is m  a p p lie s  to  p h ilo s  
o p h e rs  a n d  n o t  to  p h ilo so p h y . I t  h a s  
a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  tru e  w o rk  o f  p h ilo s  
o p h y  to u n ite  th e  h e a rt  an d  m in d , so 
th a t  b o th  c a n  g u id e  th e  h a n d .

E v e n  s lig h t  b u t lo v in g  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th o se  a b o u t us an d  w ith  su ch  fra g m e n ts  
o f  N a tu r e  as a re  w ith in  o u r  re a c h  ca n  
fre e  u s fro m  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  m e n ta l 
p ro cesses. T h e  m in d  is  a w o n d e r fu l 
se rv a n t, b u t l ik e  m o s t  se rv a n ts  b e co m e s  
a  ty ra n t  w h e n  g iv e n  a u th o r ity . T h e  
sa m e  is tru e  o f  th e  e m o tio n s , b u t w h e n  
th e y  a re  b r o u g h t  to g e th e r , l ik e  th e  e le  
m e n ts  o f  th e  a lc h e m is t ic a l  e x p e r im e n t, 
th e ir  su b s ta n ce s  a re  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a 
p re c io u s  m e d ic in e  fo r  th e  h e a lin g  o f  
m e n  an d  n a tio n s .

W e  m u st m a k e  a s m a ll b e g in n in g , 
a n d  w e d o th is  by  a g e n tle  re so lu tio n  
to  a p p ro a c h  l if e  sy n th e t ic a lly  ra th e r  
th a n  a n a ly t ic a lly . W e  re fu se  to  a c c e p t 
th e  d e sp o tism  im p o sed  by  tra d it io n  w ith  
its  in n u m e r a b le  p re ju d ic e s . W e  a p  
p ro a ch  tr u th  in  th e  o n ly  w ay  th a t  m a n  
ca n  tru ly  w o rs h ip  h is  C r e a to r , an d  th a t 
is by th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e se  w o rk s  a n d  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e ir  g o o d n e ss . E v e n
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in  th is , w e  c a n n o t  a ffo rd  to  in d u lg e  in  
p la titu d e s , b u t m u s t  d e fin e  o n ly  th a t  
w h ic h  w e h a v e  d isco v ered  b y  in te rn a l 
e x p a n s io n . A s  R a b b i  M a im o n id e s , w h o  
w a s  P r im e  M in is te r  to  th e  g re a t  S a r a c e n  
e m p e ro r , S a la d in , o b serv ed  in  h is  Guide 
to the Perplexed, w e  m u s t  n o t lo o k  upon 
th in g s , b u t  into th in g s . A p p e a ra n c e s  in  
c l in e  th e  m in d  to  a cce p t se p a ra te n e ss , 
b u t  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  th e se  th in g s  rev e a l 
th e ir  u n ity  in  a d iv in e  p r in c ip le . A s  a 
m a n  is  co v e re d  o u tw a rd ly  b y  h is  g a r  
m e n ts  a n d  b e n e a th  th e se  h is  flesh , so 
w e  sh a ll n o t  b e  d ece iv ed  in to  b e lie v in g  
th a t  e i th e r  th e  g a rm e n ts  o r  th e  flesh  is 
th e  m a n . T h e  m a n  h im s e lf  c a n n o t  be 
seen , n o r  c a n  h e  b e  m e a su re d , n o r  h as 
h e  p ro p o r tio n s  o r  d im e n s io n s , b u t h e

m a y  be e x p e rie n ce d  as a  sp ir itu a l m y s  
te ry .

S c ie n c e  m a y  a n a ly z e  th e  c lo th in g  a n d  
th e  b o d y , b u t it  c a n n o t  d isc o v e r  th e  m a n . 
P h ilo s o p h y  m a y  e s t im a te  th e  m a n  fr o m  
h is  c o n d u c t  a n d  c o m e  a  l it t le  n e a re r  to  
th e  fa c t ,  b u t  o n ly  th e  h e a r t ,  w ith  its  
v a st m y s tica l c a p a c it ie s , c a n  e x p e r ie n c e  
th e  m a n  as a l iv in g  c re a tu re  fa s h io n e d  
in  th e  im a g e  an d  l ik e n e ss  o f  h is  G o d . 
L e t  u s say , th e n , th a t  a e s th e tic s  p e r fe c ts  
th e  p o w ers  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l, a s  p h ilo s  
o p h y  s tre n g th e n s  th e  e n e rg y  o f  th e  h u  
m a n  m in d . B y  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  g r e a t  
a r t is try , th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  h u m a n  
b e in g  ca n  seek  a n d  c a n  f in d  th a t  w h ic h  
fo re v e r  escap es f r o m  th e  n e t c a s t  b y  
th o u g h t .

T H E  S U C C E S S F U D W I F E  D E P A R T M E N T

T h e  ce le b ra te d  1 7 th -c e n tu ry  w r ite r , S a m u e l C la r k e , m e n tio n s  a m o n g  h is  
w ife ’s v ir tu e s  th a t  sh e  n e v e r  ro se  f r o m  th e  ta b le  w ith o u t  m a k in g  h im  a c u r  
tsy  a n d  n e v e r  d r a n k  to  h is  h e a lth  w ith o u t  a l it t le  b o w .

T h e  w ife  o f  R o h a u lt ,  a d is tin g u is h e d  in te lle c tu a l a d d ic te d  to  th e  p h ilo s  
o p h y  o f  D e s c a r te s , sa t a t  th e  fro n t d o o r  w h e n  h e r  h u sb a n d  g av e  h is  le c tu re s . 
S h e  w o u ld  a llo w  n o  o n e  to  e n te r  u n less  h e  b e  fa s h io n a b ly  a n d  ta s te fu lly  
d ressed .

T h e  w ife  o f  A lb r e c h t  D i i r e r  w a s so fe a r fu l th a t  h e  m ig h t  o c c a s io n a lly  
ta k e  a n a p  d u r in g  w o r k in g  h o u rs  th a t  sh e  p o u n d e d  o n  h is  d o o r  ev ery  fe w  
m in u te s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  d ay .

D r .  C o c c h i w a s o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t th e  t it le , B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t ,  im p lie d  
th a t  o n ly  b a c h e lo rs  h a d  th e  le isu re  to  b e  a r tis ts .

Ja m e s  P e t iv e r , a fa m o u s  b o ta n is t  an d  b a c h e lo r , s ig n ed  h is  n a m e  o n  a n  
o c ca s io n  “ in  th e  3 4 th  y e a r  o f  m y  fre e d o m , A . D .  1 6 9 7 .”

T h e  In d ia n s  o f  V ir g in ia ,  th e  f ir s t  t im e  th e y  secu red  so m e g u n p o w d e r , 
p lan ted  it  in  th e  g r o u n d , e x p e c tin g  th a t  it  w o u ld  g ro w  an d  m u ltip ly , a n d  
th a t  a f te r  th e  f irs t h a rv e st  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  e n o u g h  to  b lo w  u p  th e  E n g l is h  
co lo n y .

T h e  d r in k in g  o f  ch o c o la te  im p o rte d  fr o m  M e x ic o  b y  th e  S p a n ia rd s  w a s  
co n sid e re d  im m o r a l a n d  lik e ly  to  b e  in ju r io u s  to  th e  c le rg y . C h o c o la te  h o u se s  
w e re  p la ces  o f  d e b a u c h e ry  w h e re  th e  b e v e ra g e  flo w ed  l ik e  w a te r , a n d  th e  
y o u n g  w asted  th e ir  m e a n s  in  r io to u s  l iv in g .
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T H E  H U N G  S O C I E T Y  -  an
ancient Chinese secret organization,  

mystical or political?
“ C o n q u e ro rs  a re  d e e m e d  su ccessfu l 

ro b b e rs , w h ile  ro b b e rs  a re  u n su cce ss fu l 
c o n q u e r o r s . I f  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  d y  
n a s ty  o f  th e  M in g  h a d  fa ile d  in  h is  re b e l 
lio n  a g a in s t  th e  M o g u ls , h is to ry  w o u ld  
h av e  ca lled  h im  a ro b b e r ; an d  i f  an y  
o n e  o f  th e  v a rio u s  ro b b e r-c h ie fs , w h o  in 
th e  co u rse  o f  th e  tw o  la s t ce n tu r ie s  
m a d e  w a r  a g a in s t  th e  re ig n in g  M a n - 
c h o w , had  o v e rth ro w n  th e  g o v e r n m e n t 
o f  th e  fo re ig n e rs , th e  o ffic ia l h is to r i  
o g r a p h e r s  o f  th e  "Middle empire” w o u ld  
h a v e  ca lle d  h im  the far famed, illustrious 
elder father o f  th e  n e w  d y n a sty .

“ R o b b e rs  o r  p ira te s  are  u su a lly  ig n o r  
a n t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  c o n c e r n in g  h u m a n  
so c ie ty . T h e y  are  n o t a w a re  th a t  p o w er 
is  d eriv ed  fr o m  th e  p eo p le  fo r  th e  g e n  
e ra l a d v a n ta g e , an d  th a t w h e n  it is 
a b u sed  to  a c e r ta in  e x te n t, a ll m e a n s  o f  
red ress reso rted  to  are  le g it im a te . B u t  
th ey  fe e l m o st v io le n tly  th e  ab u se  o f  
p o w e r . T h e  f r u i t  o f  la b o u r  is to o  o fte n  
ta k e n  o u t o f  th e ir  h a n d s , ju s tic e  so ld  fo r 
m o n e y , a n d  n o th in g  is sa fe  f r o m  th e ir  
ra p a c io u s  an d  lu x u r io u s  m a ste rs . P e o  
ple a r ise  to  op p o se , an d  act a c c o rd in g  to

th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l p r in c ip le s  o f  h u m a n  
so c ie ty , w ith o u t  h a v in g  a n y  c le a r  id ea  
a b o u t  th e m . R o b b e rs  a n d  p ira te s  a re , 
in  fa c t ,  th e  o p p o sitio n  p a rty  in  th e  des- 
p o tica l e m p ire s  o f  th e  E a s t ;  an d  th e ir  
h is to ry  is f a r  m o re  in te r e s tin g  th a n  th a t 
o f  th e  re ig n in g  d e sp o t.” ( C h a s .  F r ie d . 
N e u m a n n ’s p re fa ce  to  h is  tra n s la tio n  o f  
th e  History of the Pirates who infested 
the China Sea from  1 8 0 7  to 1 8 1 0 , fro m  
th e  C h in e s e  o r ig in a l,  1 8 3 1 .

F o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y ears C h in a  h a s  b e en  
ru led  by  a su cce ss io n  o f  d y n a stie s , ea ch  
o f  w h ic h  h a s  b e en  e s ta b lish e d  b y  a 
s tro n g , su cce ss fu l reb e l w h o  led  th e  
o v e r th ro w  o f  th e  d e ca d e n t re m n a n ts  o f 
th e  p re v io u s  d y n a sty . T h e  c o u n try  h as 
b e en  sp lit  by  s e c e d in g  p etty  p r in c e s ; 
p ro v in ce s  h a v e  been  c o n q u e re d  by  
p o w e rfu l N o r th e r n  tr ib e s  e x p a n d in g  th e ir  
b o u n d a r ie s . B u t  a lw a y s th e  p a rts  h av e  
b e en  w eld ed  to g e th e r  a g a in  w h e n  th e  
im p e ria l p o w e r b e c a m e  v ested  in  a 
s tro n g e r  e m p e ro r  su p p o rte d  by  a g re a t  
g e n e r a l an d  w ise  co u n s e llo rs  o f  s ta te .

T h e  h is to ry  o f  C h in a  reco rd s t r a g ic  
H oods, fa m in e s , an d  p e s tile n ce s  fo r  th e

44
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masses, but only as national disasters. 
The only figures are the ruling classes. 
Imperial edicts commanded the readers 
to “read and tremble,” burdensome taxes 
were levied capriciously to sustain mag 
nificent imperialism, and wars were 
waged to satisfy petty ambitions as well 
as to preserve national integrity against 
foreign aggression—but the millions of 
subjects had no voice, no rights, no rea 
son for being except to serve as pawns 
that were unthinkably expendable.

Buddhism and Taoism brought what 
little of religious comfort and hope they 
could to the common people, and it is 
out of these motions that the nuclei of 
countless secret societies came. Ap- 
parendy there was a mutual-help motive 
in forming groups similar to our burial 
societies—also observable in the custom 
of giving showers to prospective brides 
and expectant parents. As they grew, 
the societies claimed an illustrious line 
of mystical and symbolical descent. Per 
haps they were inspired by great reli 
gious ideals, but these were interpreted 
on the level of pageantry, secrets, pass 
words, hand grips, that could appeal to 
a low and uninformed mentality, espe 
cially when accompanied by practical 
aids in times of suffering and loss.

It was inevitable that many of these 
groups should grow—and die. Some 
prospered, periodically to give birth to 
leaders with greater vision than their 
fellow-members. Regardless of whether 
these were actually messengers fulfilling 
a Messianic mission, they did become 
inspired with a fanatical zeal for polit 
ical change which was contagious. The 
loyalty of members, the courage, will 
ingness to sacrifice everything are at 
tested by history—edicts prohibiting 
membership, decrees of death to mem 
bers, torture even when only suspected 
of being a member, horrible punish 
ments meted out as warning—yet se 
cret societies in China have continued to 
flourish Medusa-like, springing up again 
with a dozen different names when one 
has been persecuted to destruction. No 
persecution has seemed sufficient to 
stamp them out.

Timothy Richard in Hastings’ Ency 
clopaedia o f Religion and Ethics admits 
that the esoteric religious sects and the 
secret political societies are intimately 
connected, and that the chief secret sects 
at one time or another have been mov 
ing factors in politics and have taken a 
large part in many revolutions. Even 
as recent as the December 12, 1949, issue 
of Quic\, tong trouble is predicted for 
the Communists even though they ap 
pear to have won most of China: “They 
may formally rule the Chungking- 
Chengtu backwoods of China, (but) 
will have to battle the well-armed secret 
tong of the Elder Brother, which has 
fought off warlords there for 1,700 
years.”

Persecution has strengthened the unity 
and loyalty of the groups, and the re 
ligious and idealistic motivations appar 
ently have given them an undying vital 
ity that has survived under countless 
names. The names for the most part 
are drawn from Buddhist, Taoist, and 
Confucian symbolism. De Groot in 
Sectarianism and Religious Persecution 
in China mentions 68 names. The fol 
lowing are suggestive:

Triad Society, Family of the Queen 
of Heaven, Society of Heaven and 
Earth, Flood Family, White Lily, 
Water Lily, Society of Celestial Reason, 
Incense Burners, Origin of Chaos, Ori 
gin of the Dragon, The Wonderful 
Association, Blue Lotus Hall, Golden 
Orchid District, Black Flag, Justice and 
Prosperity Association, Ghee Hin Asso 
ciation, Sam Tian, Eight Diagrams, 
Perfect Intelligence, Red and White 
Yang, White Cloud, Red Ocean, White 
Ocean, Pre-Celestial, Non-Acting, Pill 
of Immortality, Very Secret, Reform 
Society, Red Beards, White Jackets, 
Short Swords, Society of Glory and 
Splendor, Sea and Land Society, Society 
of Three Rivers.

The above are suspected of being de 
rivatives of, or associated with the great 
Hung Society whose movements can be 
identified at various intervals during 
the last several centuries. The history 
of the Hung Society is a provocative
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subject because there is so little factual 
material accessible. The available re 
ports have unfortunately slanted view 
points—Christian missionaries, political 
representatives from occidental powers, 
and pioneer orientalists necessarily have 
written from conscious or unconscious 
bias and limitations due to language bar 
riers and western philosophic fixations. 
Aside from the all too numerous govern 
ment persecution decrees, the researcher 
has to pry into material intended neither 
for uninitiated orientals nor for alien oc 
cidentals. He can expect scant written 
records that have escaped being burned 
by the State in its frequent attempts to 
stamp out these hotbeds of rebellion and 
mutiny, and the few survivals are con 
fused by abbreviations, symbols, and 
common words having secret meanings.

The importance of the Hung Society 
to the Western World is that it is sus 
pected of being the largest and most 
influential secret force in China from 
ancient times right down to the present.

It has been the nucleus of power for 
the overthrow of more than one tyran 
nical dynasty in China. Writers on the 
subject seem agreed that the Hung So 
ciety secretly inspired the revolution 
which finally overthrew the Manchu 
Dynasty and established the Chinese Re 
public. Sun Yat-Sen, the first president 
of the Chinese Republic was a member 
of the Hung Society in spite of the fact 
that nominally he was a Christian. In 
addition to the Chinese policies of the 
Hung Society, there is reason to believe 
that it has been active in stirring up 
anti-foreign sentiment among the Chi 
nese.

“Towards the end of the year 1895 a 
number of Mohammedans rose against 
the Chinese Government and captured 
the capital of the province of Kansu; the 
secret societies in Central China joined 
the Mohammedan insurgents. Their 
success, however, was of short duration; 
in the month of December of the same 
year the insurrection was crushed, and
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some fifteen of the leaders were cap 
tured and beheaded. Others made their 
escape. Among these was Sun Yet Sun, 
or, as he is called, Sun Wen, a medical 
man, well known in Hong-Kong. His 
being made a prisoner in the house of 
the Chinese Ambassador in London in 
the month of October, 1896, until at 
the instance of Lord Salisbury, he was 
released is no doubt fresh in the memory 
of the reader. He asserted that he was 
kidnapped by the Chinese Ambassador’s 
people, by being induced to walk into 
the Ambassador’s house; but it is a 
curious circumstance that Sun Wen, 
who evidently knew something of Lon 
don, should not have known where the 
Chinese embassy was located, especially 
after all the excitement caused by Li 
Hung Chang’s visit to the Continent 
and to England.” (The Secret Societies 
o f All Ages and Countries, Heckethorn, 
London. 1897.)

The Encyclopedia Brittanica describes 
Sun Yat-Sen as “being by temperament 
an iconcclast, an organizer of secret so 
cieties and a leader of conspiracies 
against the established order of things.” 
The writer of that article credits him 
with organizing the propaganda work 
conducted by secret agents throughout 
the Chinese Empire. He states that 
Sun Yat-Sen received encouragement in 
Japan where he founded a society known 
as the Tung Men-hui which played a 
prominent part in Chinese politics after 
the establishment of the Republic.

The Hung Society seems justly en 
titled to claim that it is a lineal descend 
ant of the Ancient Mysteries if judg 
ment is based on a study of their known 
signs and symbols. The original objects 
of the Hung ritual seem to have been 
to teach sound morality and brotherly 
love, to indicate the nature of life after 
death, and to give instruction in the 
purpose of life as a way of union with 
Supreme Unity.

The best contemporary work on the 
Hung Society is T he Hung Society or 
The Society of Heaven and Earth bv
J. S. M. Ward and W. G. Stirling, 3 
vols. The Baskerville Press, Limited,

London, 1925. This comprehensive 
study emphasizes the Masonic parallels 
in the Hung symbols and rites. There 
is also assembled a wealth of material 
for comparison with the various mystery 
schools of the pagan world.

The accompanying illustration shows 
the various ritualistic objects used dur 
ing the Hung rites:

The character centered at the top is 
the seal for “Hung”; it usually appears 
in a triangle as the chop of the Triad 
Society, but possibly is given here in a 
square as a blind to mislead.

The picture underneath represents 
Kwan Ti flanked by two attendants. 
Kwan Ti is the deified name of Kwan 
Yi, one of the three heroic friends who 
pledged their loyalty to each other in 
an effort to sustain the toppling Han 
Dynasty (A. D. 221). In spite of their 
brave efforts, the dynasty fell and one 
of their number became Emperor of 
Shu, the Western Province of the Three 
Kingdoms. Kwan Ti was posthumous 
ly honored and deified centuries later 
by Wan Li, the Ming Emperor, who
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ordered that Kwan Ti be worshipped 
as the God of War. His picture hangs 
in all Hung lodges within the shrine in 
the Hall of Loyalty and Patriotism, a 
symbol of the embodiment of loyalty to 
a sworn brother.

Directly below is the peck measure 
filled v/ith rice holding the flags. The 
central oblong flag of the Commander- 
in-Chief is the command warrant indi 
cating that the Ledge is empowered to 
initiate members. The other flags pos 
sess a meaning such as the flag of the 
five virtues—benevolence, equity, pro 
priety, wisdom faith— etc.

Underneath is the precious censer con 
taining the three joss sticks which are 
lighted and used during the initiation 
ceremony.

In the center of the tea cups is a 
paper bearing the three Hung cash car 
ried by all Hung members.

The scissors are used for a symbolic 
cutting off of the queue, a recent poli 
tical addition to refer to the abandon 
ment of a custom imposed by the Man-

chus. When the Manchus swept down, 
subduing town after town, they forced 
those who were willing to submit to 
their rule to shave their heads with the 
exception of the queue. In the course 
of time, the queue became a national 
custom and its humiliating origin was 
forgotten. With the establishment of 
the Chinese Republic, all Chinese began 
to cut off the queue.

The lodge rooms of the Triad So 
ciety are laid out with symbolic furni 
ture to represent a series of rooms and 
settings. The whole lodge is square 
with four gates to the cardinal points. 
Within, a series of three gates lead into 
the Hall of Loyalty and Justice. Be 
yond this is the City of Willows, the 
lodge room proper, wherein is the Red 
Flower Pavilion where the candidate for 
initiation is permitted to purify himself 
with drops of water from the Three 
Rivers. He is then ready to approach 
the Grand Altar where the Master of 
the Lodge presides on a rostrum.

Other symbolic furniture which offer 
subjects for comparative speculation are: 
the two-planked bridge— the right one 
of iron, the left of brass; the Hung boat; 
the Red Furnace where the Red Guard 
examines the hearts of all who approach; 
the Temple of Virtue and Happiness 
which is the goal of all candidates.

Announcements of lodge meetings of 
the Hung Society refer to “a night in 
the Market Place of Universal Peace.” 
Here the Hung fruits are sold for 21 
cash each. There are five kinds of 
fruit, all designated as peaches—a sym 
bol of long life to the Chinese.

The more one reads these elusive 
fragments concerning the Triad Society, 
the more one is likely to be convinced 
that underlying this ancient tradition is 
sincere spiritual motivation. The Chi 
nese masses have suffered in a way that 
is difficult for free Americans to under 
stand. V/e complain of taxation, but 
it is nothing compared to the practical 
confiscation of the Chinese warlords 
and tax agents. We have corrupt poli 
ticians in public office, but their proto 
types operated on a more flagrant scale
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in ancient China. There have been 
gigantic public works projected and 
completed during the centuries in China 
—the Great Wall, flood controls, forced 
movements of population to better living 
conditions—only to fall, into disuse. 
Native tyrants and foreign invaders have 
ultimately been overthrown in spite of 
the long-suffering and peace-loving in 
activity of the Chinese.

It is not inconceivable that secret so 
cieties have been this ultimate integrat 

ing force. Foreign influences, pressures, 
interests in the past invaded China only 
to be repulsed. The pattern in the past 
for China has been that her solutions 
are inherent. In our zeal for a better 
and more unified world, we may be 
concerned for the outcome as we watch 
the struggle now going on. China’s 
past prophesies that the Chinese will in 
their own slow way become again their 
own masters under a new dynasty or 
leader.

The COLLECTED WRITINGS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY (for 
1883), now being prepared for publication, constitute Volume 5 of 
a series begun in London and interrupted by World W ar II.

1883 was a prolific year in the output of H. P. Blavatsky. Her 
various articles, notes, answers to questions, etc., issued in 1883 are 
little known to esoteric students of this generation.

It is impossible to more than indicate the contents of the present 
volume, which will include such unusual subjects as “Adepts and 
Politics,” “Transmigration of the Life-Atoms,” “The Nature and 
Constitution of the Sun,” “Auric Colors,” “The Truth about Alexan 
der’s ‘Invasion’ of India,” “Buddhism Before Buddha,” and “Do the 
Adepts Deny the Nebular Theory.”

In order to facilitate the publication of this important book, we 
are inviting all friends and students of H. P. B. and her writings to 
assist by advance subscriptions to the volume now in preparation. The 
date of publication will be announced in the near future. Approxi 
mately 400 pages—Library binding—Price $6.00

(Sales tax 3% in California)

O r d e r  D i r e c t l y  F r o m

T H E  PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY  
3341 G r i f f i t h  P a r k  B o u l e v a r d  — Los A n g e l e s  27, C a l i f .
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Great Diana, 
Goddess of the 

Ephesians

JULIAN, Emperor of Rome, called the 
Apostate, was born and raised a pagan, 

but during his youth was converted to 
the Christian faith. Later, motivated by 
the doubts set forth in his oration, 
Against the Christians, he was recon 
verted to the faith of his fathers. Julian 
renounced his Christian baptism while 
in the city of Ephesus, and his initiation 
into the Cult of the Mother of the Gods 
took place in subterranean chambers be 
neath the Temple of Hecate, which was 
one of the vast complex of buildings 
which composed the sanctuary of Diana, 
the Multimammia. At this time, the 
Ephesian Master of the Neoplatonic sect 
was the aged and venerable Maximus of 
Ephesus, a celebrated adept in the secret 
science of theurgy. Julian was referred 
to Maximus by Edesius of Pergamus, 
who then presided over the Neoplatonic 
school.

The Church historians have implied 
that the Neoplatonists were devoted to 
sorcery, practiced heathen and Oriental 
rites, and were immersed in the specu 
lations of the magical cabala. If, how 
ever, we can put any credence upon 
the writings of Julian, especially his ora 
tions T o the Sovereign Sun and To the 
M other o f the Gods, the teachings which 
he received were lofty and refined. In no 
way do these orations imply an obscured 
or perverted spirit; rather they bear wit 
ness to a devout and sincere nature dedi 
cated to the search for truth. Maximus 
and Chrysanthus performed the initia 

tion ceremony for the Emperor. After 
proper purifications, they descended into 
a grotto. Here, by what the Church 
has called enchantment, strange and 
marvelous occurrences took place. At 
the end of the rites, Maximus predicted 
to Julian that he would attain the em 
pire. Later, Maximus journeyed to 
Rome, becoming the counselor of Julian, 
so that it is said that together they ruled 
the State.

According to the most ancient 
authors, the earliest peoples of Asia 
(Asia Minor) did not make images of 
their gods as later became the custom. 
The principal divinities were worshiped 
in the forms of crude stones, geomet 
rical figures, columns, or pieces of un 
carved wood. In most cases, these relics 
were considered to be of supernatural 
origin, which may only have meant 
that they had been venerated so long 
that no one remembered or knew 
whence these objects had come. Inci 
dentally, the same practice prevailed in 
other parts of the world. Some of the 
relics were said to have fallen from the 
sky, like the celebrated figure of the 
goddess Kwannon, held in highe regard 
by the Japanese in Tokyo. During the 
great earthquake of 1923, thousands 
fled to the court of the temple where 
this meteor is enshrined, and the area 
escaped the general destruction.

It is quite possible that the practice 
of fashioning images to represent celes 
tial beings and powers developed from

50
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the magical use of fetishes, unusual ob 
jects believed to be focal points for mag 
ical energies or to possess special virtues. 
Gradually these simple and natural 
relics sanctified by tradition were re 
garded as worthy of adornment and re 
finement. The original relic was some 
times enclosed in a protective case, box, 
or chest, or was covered with precious 
metals and jewels. Most ancient im 
ages had cavities in the head or body 
and were containers rather than idols. 
The presence of a relic sanctified not 
only the vessel which contained it, but 
also the place where it was kept or 
stored. In these early times, there were 
no temples, and worship was conducted 
in groves and valleys or on remote hill 
tops. Usually, the relic was protected 
by being placed beneath a strong, sturdy 
tree or in a hollow, natural or artificial, 
made in the trunk. Sometimes the tree, 
healing its wound, grew around the 
reliquary, enclosing it completely. Fre 
quently the tribe or clan migrated to 
another place, and if it was not possible 
or convenient to carry the sacred object 
with them, they instituted ceremonies 
of pilgrimage as an essential worship.

If the fortunes of the nation improved 
and it survived and acquired skill in 
the arts and sciences, a shrine or temple 
was built on the site where the relic 
stood or had stood. If the object of 
veneration was lost or destroyed, a copy 
or replica was made and this was con 
secrated, and, by a spiritual mystery, 
received the virtue and power of the 
original. Through long ages, the 
shrines and temples were frequently re 
built. Each new structure was vaster 
and more sumptuous than those which 
had preceded it, until often the site was 
covered by a splendid complex of mag 
nificent edifices. This in substance is 
the story of the great Temple of Diana 
at Ephesus.

This Temple is included among the 
Seven Wonders of the ancient world, 
and its beauty rivaled the hanging gar 
dens of Babylon and the mausoleum of 
Halicarnassus. It is said that the Ionic 
order of columns was invented to adorn

the temple, and the most celebrated 
architects and artisans of Asia Minor 
contributed to its grandeur. Travelers 
were so completely overwhelmed by this 
sanctuary that they have scarcely left us 
an adequate description. Each excused 
his silence by the simple statement that 
words failed.

Ephesus was an important crossroad 
of early commerce. Here many cultures 
mingled and enriched each other. Here, 
also, wonderful philosophers and mystics 
built their schools and taught disciples 
who gathered from the most distant 
parts of the East. The cosmopolitan 
atmosphere in which the Ephesians 
flourished broadened their ethical and 
social consciousness, and caused them to 
exhibit a progressiveness and freedom 
of thought not possible in more isolated 
regions. The mingling of Eastern and 
Western religious sects caused the early 
Church to declare that the city of Diana 
was the mother of heresies. Here three 
witches, personifications of the pagan 
schools of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
brewed strange broths in a magic cal 
dron. Here the Gnostics, the Neopla- 
tonists, and the Sons of Manes survived 
after they could find no refuge in less 
tolerant communities. This is why at 
so late a date Julian found them there.

Diana was a goddess of the Mysteries. 
Exoterically, she was associated with the 
moon and the lunar cycle of generation. 
She was the nourisher, the feeder, the 
whole vast frame of Nature, sustaining 
all things from her ever-flowing foun 
tains of nutrition. Esoterically, she was 
eternal wisdom, the Virgin-Mother of 
the wise. As Mother of Generation, she 
preserved all creatures. As Mother of 
Wisdom, she sustained the world soul 
and the human soul. Known under 
many names, worshiped under strange 
forms, invoked by curious rites and 
strange prayers, she was the Everliving 
that can never know death. Thus she 
was celebrated as the Mater Deorutn 
the mother of the gods, the bearer, the 
preserver, and the renovator of all be 
ings. Traces of the worship of Diana 
are to be found in all the religious sym-

1
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holism of the West. Many of her attri 
butes have been bestowed upon the 
Christian Madonna, and in old cathe 
drals are figures of the Black Virgin 
copied almost completely from the tra 
ditional appearance of the black Diana.

It is not known under what form 
Diana was first worshiped at Ephesus, 
but she became the patron goddess of 
that city, assuming some of the quali 
ties of Athena, the presiding deity of 
Athens. From the early historians, it 
may be inferred that her oldest figures 
were of wood, a dark wood resembling 
ebony. The wood itself may not have 
originally been black, but the image was 
frequently anointed with oils, gums, and 
various liquids to prevent its deteriora 
tion and to preserve its material. Thus, 
time may have darkened the figure, un 
til even this circumstance became a vital 
element in the symbolism. Darkness 
was the ancient symbol of the unknown, 
the invisible, or that which could not be 
traced or explored by the mind. Pythag 
oras paid homage to the eternal dark 
ness, which was the mother of light, and 
the Chaldeans affirmed the nature of 
God to be a thrice-deep darkness. In 
any event, the image must have been 
frequently replaced, and the more clas 
sical forms with which we are now fa 
miliar have come to be accepted as the 
proper likeness of the deity.

The numerous renovations of the im 
age itself and the sanctuary in which it 
stood probably account for the conflict 
ing descriptions to be found in ancient 
texts. Like the Serapis of Alexandria, 
Diana is reported to have been com 
posed of materials derived from all the 
species, kinds, and types of living things. 
Where the substances themselves were 
too impermanent or unsuitable, they 
were represented in replica and included 
in the ornamentations of the image. Ac 
cording to Pliny, all writers describing 
the sacred image of Diana at Ephesus, 
with the exception of Mucianus, who 
was one of the last to sec it, declared 
the figure to be of ebony. This material 
was supposed to have been chosen by 
Endaeus, the pupil of Daedalus. En-

daeus was the artist believed to have 
carved the statue which, incidentally, 
was of no great size. The original relic 
of the goddess which is supposed to 
have fallen to earth from the god Jupiter 
was an untrimed block of beach or elm.

The most familiar form of the statue, 
and undoubtedly ancient, is known to 
us by several examples, the finest of 
which is in the Museum of Antiquities 
at Naples. Here, the goddess is rep 
resented standing with feet together and 
body swaddled and bound. The hands 
are spread and supported by fulcra. She 
is represented with many breasts, and a 
broad collar ornamented with the signs 
of the zodiac. She also wears a necklace 
of acorns, supposed to have been the 
first food of human beings. The head 
of the goddess is surrounded by a nim 
bus denoting glory, within which are 
eight griffins, symbols of power. Like 
the Greek divinity Rhea, of which she 
is a type, Diana wears a turreted crown, 
signifying dominion over all terrestrial 
objects. Elcr upper arms support lions, 
and the hair about her brow is arranged 
in the form of flames. Sometimes the 
image is accompanied by three ears of 
corn, a pomegranate, or a poppy. Her 
swaddled body is decorated with a varie 
ty of creatures representing the forms 
sustained by Nature. Occasionally, but 
not often, this type of the Diana carries 
lunar emblems or ox horns. The face 
is benign and matronly. Representa 
tions exist in which the head, hands, 
and feet are of bronze, and the rest of 
the figure is of marble or alabaster, the 
latter substance, because of its soft sheen, 
being associated with the lunar power.

There were several images of the 
goddess in the temple, according to the 
express statement of Caesar in his Com 
mentaries. In the coinage of the city, 
she appears as Diana Venatrix, the 
Huntress, or Diana Lucifera, the Bring- 
er of Light. As Artemis, she was the 
Divine Physician, and as Opis, she was 
the Beautiful of Countenance.

The principal figure of Diana Ephesia 
was protected from the gaze of the pro 
fane by a splendid veil. Pausanias, the
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historian, states definitely that during 
the ceremonies this veil was raised up 
ward. Apparently, the use of veils was 
governed by an exact formula. The 
veil before Jupiter Olympus was lowered 
to the pavement to expose the image, 
and the veils of Isis were always drawn 
to the sides. Why the upward motion 
was used in the case of Diana has been 
the cause of considerable speculation, 
as it gradually exposes the image in the 
least solemn manner. The feet are first 
seen, whereas in the case of Zeus, the 
magnificent head was immediately vis 
ible. Actually, the raising of the veil 
was peculiarly appropriate, for in the 
revelation of Nature the lower and les 
ser parts are seen first, and only after 
ward are the higher and more splendid 
aspects revealed.

As to the vast Temple itself, Vitru 
vius, the celebrated Roman architect, has 
given a remarkable description and ac 
count. The building stood upon a 
marshy ground, selected to minimize 
the possibility of the buildings being 
damaged by earthquakes. A very deep 
foundation was first excavated, and ad 
ditional security was given by laying a 
bed of charcoal covered with wool sacks. 
Whole mountains were quarried to 
secure the necessary stones, until it has 
been said that the foundation was strong 
enough to support Atlas while he up 
held the heavens. It is not useful to 
our purpose to make an extensive survey 
of the architectural phases of this tre 
mendous project. Accounts are available 
in many writings. Sufficient to say, no 
device of the time was overlooked 
which could add to the strength or 
beauty of the enterprise. The Temple 
required 220 years to build. It is re 
ported by Strabo that the magnificent 
structure was burned by Herostratus on 
the day that Alexander the Great was 
born. Herostratus was inspired, it ap 
pears, by a peculiarly egotistic motive. 
He said that the name of the man who 
committed such a deed would never be 
forgotten. He was right.

Incidentally, the Temple of Diana 
and its environs were closely associated

with early Christianity. One of the 
Seven Churches of Asia, that of St. John, 
is said to have stood there. There also 
were the tombs of St. John the Beloved, 
Timothy, Mary Magdalene, and the 
Seven Sleepers with their faithful dog. 
St. Paul preached against heresy at 
Ephesus, and following the custom 
which prevailed throughout the Near 
East, the city became a great religious 
center of Islam after it was taken over 
by the followers of Mohammed.

Our principal concern, however, is the 
consideration of the Cult of the Mother- 
Goddess, of which Diana Ephesia is one

<
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o f th e  m o st sp len d id  e x a m p le s . H e r e , 
th e  Mater Deorum  w a s asso cia ted  n o t 
o n ly  w ith  fe c u n d ity  b u t  a lso  w ith  m a g  
ica l a r ts , f o r ,  l ik e  Is is , sh e w a s a lad y  
o f  e n c h a n tm e n t . S o m e  o f  h e r  im a g e s 
w e re  in s cr ib e d  w ith  sacred  w o rd s  an d  
se n te n c e s , a n d  th e  “ E p h e s ia n  w o rd s ,”  
as th e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a lle d , w e re  sa id  to  
p ro te c t  a ll w h o  sp o k e  th e m  in  t im e s  o f  
p e r il o r  w h o  w o re  th e  in s c r ip t io n s  u p o n  
th e ir  p e rso n s. T h e  g re a te s t  o f  th e se  
w o rd s w a s truth, w h ic h  to  th e  a n c ie n ts  
w a s th e  p e r fe c t  a n d  co m p le te  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t  th e  te rro rs  o f  l ife .

A s  th e  sy m b o ls  o f  D ia n a  w e re  c o l 
le c te d  fro m  n u m e ro u s  so u rc e s , tra ce s  o f 
m a n y  a n c ie n t  g o d d e sse s  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  
a m o n g  h e r  a t tr ib u t io n s . T o  a d e g re e , 
sh e  co rre s p o n d s  w ith  Is is , f o r ,  l ik e  th is  
E g y p t ia n  d iv in ity , sh e  w a s th e  p ro te c tre ss  
o f  m o th e r h o o d  a n d  th e  h o m e . Is is  w as 
a lso  p ro fic ie n t  in  m a g ic , a n d  e v e n  c o n  
ju re d  th e  g re a t  g o d  R a  to  re v e a l h is 
se c re t  n a m e  a n d  w o rd . I t  h a s  a lre a d y  
b e e n  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  D ia n a  w a s asso  
c ia te d  w ith  th e  M y s te r ie s  o f  K o r e  an d  
D e m e te r . S h e  w as a c c o m p a n ie d  by  
to rc h e s , an d  w a s th e  lo ca l p ro te c tre ss  o f  
th e  E le u s in ia n  M y s te r ie s . T h e r e  c a n  be 
n o  d o u b t th a t  sh e w as th e  p e rso n ifica  
t io n  o f  th e  in s p ir a tio n a l an d  in tu it iv e  
fa c u lt ie s  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l. O r ig in a lly , 
a t  le a st , sh e  g u a rd e d  sacred  lo v e , b u t  she 
w as se ld o m  re la ted  to  th e  p ro fa n e  pas 
s io n s. S o m e  h a v e  su g g e ste d  th a t  h e r  
w o rs h ip  b e g a n  a m o n g  th e  A m a z o n s . 
C o n tr a r y  to  g e n e ra l b e lie f , th e  A m a z o n s  
w e re  n o t  a t r ib e  o f  w a r l ik e  w o m e n , b u t 
g a in e d  th e ir  d is tin c tio n  f r o m  th e ir  c lo th  
in g  w h ic h  d iffe re d  ra d ic a lly  f r o m  th a t 
o f  th e  p r im itiv e  tr ib e s  w h o se  la n d s  th ey  
in v a d e d .

F r o m  th e s e  p a rt ic u la rs  w e  c a n  n o w  
p ro ceed  to  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  c e r ta in  a n c ie n t  
re lig io u s  b e lie fs  a sso c ia te d  w ith  v e n e ra  
t io n  o f  th e  m a te r n a l p r in c ip le . A lth o u g h  
it  is  g e n e r a lly  h e ld  th a t  a n c ie n t  re li  
g io n s  w e re  p a tr ia r c h a l, n e a r ly  a ll p r im i 
t iv e  fa ith s  v e n e ra te d  th e  su p re m e  p r in  
c ip le  as m a te r n a l r a th e r  th a n  p a te rn a l. 
T h is  is m o st s ig n if ic a n t  p sy ch o lo g ica l 
ly , fo r  in  r e m o te  e ra s  it  is su p p osed  
th a t  m e n  ru le d  an d  fa sh io n e d  th e ir  g od s

in  th e  lik e n e s s  o f  th e m se lv e s . E v e n  in  
c o u n tr ie s  w h e r e  th e  p o lit ic a l s ta tu s  o f 
w o m e n  w as lo w , th e  p r in c ip a l d e itie s  
w e re  fe m a le . T h i s  is n o t  d ifficu lt to  
e x p la in  w h e n  w e  re a liz e  th a t  g e n e r a tio n  
h a s  a lw a y s  a p p ea red  as l i f e ’s su p re m e  
m y ste ry , p e c u lia r ly  a sso cia ted  w ith  th e  
d ire c t  p ro x im ity  and  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  th e  
d iv in e  p o w e r .

I n  Ja p a n , th e  su n d e ity  A m a te r a s u  is 
fe m in in e , a n d  in  B u d d h is tic  c o u n tr ie s  
th e  m o st w id e ly  v e n e ra te d  o f  th e  B o d - 
d h isa ttv a s  is n e a r ly  a lw a y s  d e p ic te d  as 
K w a n  Y in  ( K w a n n o n ) ,  th e  L a d y  o f  
C o m p a s s io n . T h e  C u lt  o f  th e  G r e a t  
M o th e r  u n d e r lie s  th e  e so te r ic  tra d itio n  
o f  In d ia  an d  h a s  b e e n  sp e c ia lly  e m p h a  
sized  in  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  S r i  R a m a k r is h -  
n a  a n d  th e  V e d a n t ic  g ro u p . A m o n g  
C h r is t ia n  p eo p les , th e  re sp e ct sh o w n  to 
th e  V ir g in  M a ry  in  h e r  n u m e ro u s  fo rm s  
a n d  a ttr ib u te s  is so d eep  a n d  w id e  
sp read  as to  re q u ire  n o  p ro o f  o r  d e fe n se . 
T h e  G r e e k s  an d  L a t in s , th e  E g y p tia n s  
a n d  P e rs ia n s , an d  ev e n  th e  In d ia n  tr ib e s  
o f  th e  A m e r ic a s  w e re  h e a v ily  in flu en ced  
re lig io u s ly , so c ia lly , an d  e v e n  p o litic a lly  
by  th e  m a tr ia r c h a l  c o n c e p t . In  E g y p t , 
d e sce n t a n d  in h e r ita n c e  w e re  th ro u g h  
th e  m o th e r , an d  a m o n g  th e  A m e r ic a n  
In d ia n s  th e  so c ia l u n it , th e  b roo d  fa m ily , 
d escen d ed  th r o u g h  th e  m o th e r  an d  w as 
ru le d  b y  w o m e n  e ld e rs . In  th e  g re a t 
Ir o q u o is  L e a g u e , w o m e n  e le c te d  th e  
le g is la to rs , an d  b o th  G r e e k s  an d  R o m a n s  
d ev e lo p ed  e la b o ra te  leg a l co d es to  p ro  
te c t a n d  p re serv e  th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  
m a tr ia r c h . N e a r ly  a ll c le r ic a l  v e stm e n ts , 
e v e n  to  th is  d ay , a re  d e sig n e d  fr o m  th e  
c lo th in g  o f  w o m e n , in d ic a t in g  b ey o n d  
q u e s t io n  th e  d e sce n t o f  m a tr ia r c h a l sy m  
b o lis m .

In  sp ite  o f  c r it ic a l  a ttitu d e s  to  th e  c o n  
tr a r y , th e  p o litic a l p o w e r an d  re lig io u s  
p riv ile g e s  o f  w o m e n  in  W e s te r n  c iv i l iz a  
t io n  w e re  f ir s t  re s tr ic te d  a n d  fin a llv  
p ra c tic a lly  d estro y ed  d u r in g  th e  D a r k  
A g e s . T h e  v io le n t a n ta g o n is m  o f  th e  
ea rly  C h u rc h -th e o lo g ia n s  d ire c te d  to  
w a rd  th e  sta tu s  o f  w o m e n  w as re sp o n  
s ib le  f o r  a c o n d it io n  c o m p a r a tiv e ly  u n  
k n o w n  a m o n g  th e  a n c ie n ts . In  th e 
g re a t c irc le s  o f  th e  g o d s w h ic h  m a d e  u p
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th e  p a g a n  p a n th e o n s , m a le  an d  fe m a le  
d iv in it ie s  w e re  u su a lly  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  
e v e n  n u m b e r . N o r  sh o u ld  it  b e  as 
su m e d  th a t  th e  fe m a le  d e itie s  w ere  
w o rsh ip e d  o n ly  b y  w o m e n , fo r  it  is c e r  
ta in  th a t  P a lla s  A th e n a , b y  w h ic h  th e  
G r e e k s  p e rso n ifie d  u n iv e rsa l w isd o m , 
a n d  Is is , w h o  e m b o d ie d  th e  d eep est m y s  
te r ie s  o f  th e  E g y p t ia n  sc ie n c e s , w ere  
serv ed  by  p rie s th o o d s  o f  m e n , an d  th e ir  
r ite s  ce le b ra te d  e q u a lly  by  th o se  o f  b o th  
se x e s . I t  is e sp e c ia lly  in te r e s t in g  th a t 
th e  p r in c ip le  o f  w isd o m  a n d  th e  re a s o n  
in g  p o w ers  o f  th e  h ig h e r  m in d , in c lu d  
in g  m a th e m a tic s , sh o u ld  b e  u n d e r  th e  
p a tro n a g e  o f  fe m a le  d e itie s .

I t  w o u ld  b e  e q u a lly  e rr o n e o u s , a lso , 
to  a ssu m e  th a t  fe m in in e  d iv in it ie s  w e re  
a sso c ia te d  e x c lu s iv e ly  o r  e v e n  p a r t ic u la r  
ly  w ith  th e  p h y s ica l a sp e ct o f  g e n e r a tio n . 
T h e y  w e re  n o t h o n o re d  as b e a re rs  o f  
m e n , b u t  as p e r so n ific a t io n s  o f  c o sm ic  
p r in c ip le s  r e s id in g  in  th e  sp h ere  o f  
ca u se s . M a n y  o f  o u r  m is in te rp re ta t io n s  
are  d u e to  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  w o rd s . A c  
tu a lly , a n c ie n t  w r ite rs , s ch o la rs , a n d  ev en  
th e  sacred  b o o k s  o f  th e  w o rld  a re  a v a il 
a b le  to  u s o n ly  th ro u g h  tra n s la tio n s . 
U n d e r  a p sy ch o lo g y  w h ic h  im p lie s  th a t  
th e  m a sc u lin e  p ro n o u n  c o n fe rs  sp ecia l 
h o n o r , m a n y  a n d ro g y n o u s  d iv in itie s  
h av e  b e e n  e n d o w e d  w ith  m a le  te rm s  an d  
d e scr ip tio n s . T h i s  fo rm  d oes n o t e x is t  
o r  is it e v e n  im p lie d  in  th e  o ld e r  fo rm s  
o f  w r it in g . A  g ood  e x a m p le  is th e  
w o rd  Elohim  used  in  th e  o p e n in g  c h a p  
te rs  o f  G e n e s is . T h e  w o rd  is a c tu a lly  
m a le -fe m a le -p lu ra l, b u t it h a s  g ra d u a lly  
d rifte d  in to  a m a le -s in g u la r  fo rm  in  th e  
p ro cesses o f  tra n s fe r e n c e  fro m  o n e  la n  
g u a g e  to  a n o th e r . I t  is a lm o st  in e v it  
a b le  th a t  th e s e  ch a n g e s  o c c u r , as n o  
co n c e p t in  c o m m o n  use ca n  b e  c o m p le te  
ly  p ro te c te d  f r o m  p o p u la r  c o rru p tio n .

A n c ie n t  p e o p le s  fo llo w e d  a g r a r ia n  
p u rsu its  a n d  d ev elo p ed  th e ir  re lig io u s  
sy m b o lism  fr o m  N a tu r e  a b o u t  th e m  
a n d  th e  m a tte rs  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  
p r im a rily  co n c e r n e d . L iv in g  clo se  to  
e a r th  an d  N a tu r e , th e y  w e re  k e e n ly  
m in d fu l o f  th e  re p ro d u ctiv e  p ro cesses 
o p e ra t in g  e v e ry w h e re  in  th e ir  e n v ir o n  
m e n t. T h e y  v e n e ra te d  th e  p r in c ip le  o f

fe r t il i ty  w ith  a s in c e r ity , d ig n ity , a n d  
p u rity  b e y o n d  th e  c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  
th e ir  m o re  so p h is tica te d  d e sce n d a n ts . 
A l l  l ife  w as b e sto w e d  b y  th e  D iv in e ,  
an d  th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d  w e re  fo re v e r  h o ly  
an d  b e a u t ifu l . R itu a lis m  w as a re p re  
se n ta tio n  o f  n a tu ra l p ro cesses , an d  fe  
c u n d ity  w as a b le ss in g  an d  a p ro o f  o f  
th e  e te rn a l b e n e v o le n c e . T h e  C u lt  o f  
th e  G r e a t  M o th e r  w a s a t  f ir s t  d ire c te d  
to w a rd  G a e a , th e  e a r th  its e lf , as th e  
m o th e r  o f  a ll g e n e r a tio n . W e  m u st  n o t 
fe e l th a t  th is  im p lie d  m a te r ia lis m  o r  l im  
ita t io n . T h e  a lta rs  o f  th is  g o d d e ss  w e re  
a d o rn ed  w ith  th e  f irst fr u its , an d  sh e  
b e c a m e  th e  L a d y  o f  A b u n d a n c e , th e  
s u b je c t  a n d  o b je c t  o f  h e a r t fe lt  g r a d tu d e . 
E v e r y w h e r e  th e r e  w e re  p ro o fs  o f  a n  
e v e r -w a tc h fu l so u rc e  o f  life  an d  n u tr i  
t io n . T h e  f lo w in g  fo u n ta in s , th e  p la c id  
la k e s , th e  g re a t  o c e a n s  w e re  fu ll  o f  c re a  
tu re s  d e p e n d in g  u tte r ly  u p o n  a n  in f in ite  
su p p ly  o f  n e ce ssa ry  th in g s . I t  n e v e r  o c  
cu rre d  to  old  p eo p les  th a t  th e  e a r th  w a s 
w ith o u t  a so u l. T h e  g o o d  th in g s  ca m e  
b e ca u se  th e  e a r th  lo v ed  its  c h ild r e n  an d  
ca re d  fo r  th e m  a n d  su sta in e d  th e m  w ith  
te n d e rn e ss .

I t  w as th e r e fo re  r ig h t  an d  p ro p e r  th a t  
th e  h a rv e st  sh o u ld  h e re g a rd e d  as th e  
g i f t  o f  h e a v e n  an d  as a p ro o f  o f  a c o v e  
n a n t  b e tw e e n  th e  in v is ib le  so u rce s  o f  
l i f e  an d  v is ib le  c re a tu re s . H u m a n ity  
resp o n d ed  to  e m o tio n a l im p a c t  lo n g  b e  
fo r e  it  d ev elo p ed  ra t io n a l p o w e rs . M a n  
did  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d ; h e  s im p ly  fe lt  as a n  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  g o o d n e ss  th e  b e n e v o le n t 
fo rce s  o p e ra t in g  a b o u t h im . I f  h is  a f  
fa ir s  w e n t  b a d ly , h e  fe a re d  th a t  h e  m ig h t  
h a v e  o ffe n d e d  in  so m e  w a y  a n d  th a t  h e  
w a s  b e in g  p u n ish e d . P r o b a b ly , h e  
n e v e r  co n ce iv e d  th a t  th is  p u n is h m e n t 
w a s in sp ire d  by  c r u e lty ; ra th e r  it  w a s a 
re p r im a n d  f o r  h is  o w n  g o o d — a n  in v ita  
t io n  to  m e n d  h is  w ay s. T o  m e e t th is  
re q u ir e m e n t , h e  b r o u g h t  g if ts  o f  th e  
b e st th a t  h e  h ad  an d  b e g g e d  fo rg iv e n e ss . 
I t  is  s u rp r is in g  h o w  m u c h  o f  th is  sp ir it  
su rv iv es  in  s im p le  c o m m u n it ie s  e v e n  to  
th is  t im e .

G r a d u a lly  th e  u n fo ld in g  a w a re n e ss  o f  
m a n ’s m in d  rev e a le d  w h a t  a p p ea red  to  
h im  to  b e  in c o n s is te n c ie s , c o n flic ts , an d
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c o n tr a d ic t io n s  in  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  N a  
tu re . H e  b e g a n  to  q u e s t io n  a b o u t th e  
s to rm s  a n d  th e  flood s an d  th e  e ru p tio n s  
o f  v o lca n o e s . H e  e v e n  w o n d e re d  a b o u t 
th e  sm a ll tra g e d ie s  th a t  d escen d ed  e q u a l 
ly  u p on  th e  g o d fe a r in g  a n d  th e  g o d less. 
H is  o n ly  m e a s u r in g  s t ic k  w as th e  c o n  
f lic t w ith in  h im s e lf , m o o d s  w h ic h  h e  
co u ld  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  w h ic h  o f te n  
led  h im  to  c ru e l o r  th o u g h tle s s  a c tio n s . 
E v e n  th o u g h  h e re p e n te d , h e  w o n d ered  
w h y  n e g a tiv e  in s tin c ts  h ad  a risen  an d  
p erv erted  h is  c o n d u c t . H e  e x p la in e d  
h e a v e n ly  m a tte rs  by  re fe re n ce s  to  e a r th ly  
o n e s , a n d  h is  d iv in it ie s  d ev elo p ed  e c c e n  
tr ic it ie s  a n d  ira s c ib il it ie s . H is  g o d s  m u l 
tip lie d  as h e  b e ca m e  a w a re  th a t  v a rio u s 
tr ib e s  a n d  c la n s  h ad  th e ir  o w n , a n d  th a t  
o n e  p a n th e o n  w as as e ffe c tiv e  as a n o th e r  
in  p ro te c tin g  th e  p u b lic  w e a l. T h e  u n i 
v erse  w as to o  la rg e  to  b e  u n d e r s to o d ; 
th e r e fo re  it w a s m is u n d e rs to o d . B u t  
m a n  n e v e r  ceases in  h is  se a rch  fo r  a n  
sw ers a n d  e x p la n a tio n s  w h ic h  sa tisfy  h is  
n e ed s.

V e s t ig e s  o f  p r im itiv e  th e o b io lo g ic a l  
co n ce p ts  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in  m o st o f  th e  
sacred  b o o k s  o f  th e  w o rld . N e a r ly  a l 
w ay s c re a tio n  m y th s  a re  th in ly  v eiled  
a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  p ro cesses o f  g e n e r a tio n  
as u n d e rsto o d  in  a n c ie n t  t im e s . T h e  
la w  o f  a n a lo g y  tre a su re d  by  e a r ly  sag es 
an d  th e o lo g is ts  seem ed  to  ju s t i fy  th e  
b e lie f  th a t  th e  u n iv e rse  i ts e lf  w a s fa s h  
io n e d  l ik e  a v ast e m b ry o  w ith in  th e  
b o d y  o f  a c o sm ic  m o th e r . T h e  H in d u s  
ta u g h t  th a t  th e  w o rld  w a s g e n e ra te d  
w ith in  th e  w o m b  o f  M e r u , an d  th e  
N o r d ic  p eo p les b e liev ed  th a t  th e  p r im o r  
d ia l b e in g , Y m ir ,  w as fo rm e d  o f  v ap o rs 
r is in g  f r o m  th e  m in g lin g s  o f  fla m es an d  
ice  in  th e  G in n u n g a g a p , a g re a t  c le f t  or 
h o llo w  in  sp ace . M e d ie v a l C h r is t ia n  
re p re se n ta tio n s  o f  G o d  c r e a t in g  th e  
w o rld  fr e q u e n t ly  d e p ic t  th e  p ro cess ta k  
in g  p la ce  w ith in  a c ir c u la r  d e s ig n  in  th e  

fo rm  o f  th e  e x tr a e m b r y o n ic  fe ta l  m e m  

b r a n e . I t  is re m a rk a b le  h o w  a ccu ra te  

so m e o f  th e  e a rly  d ra w in g s  an d  d ia  

g r a m s  a re  w h e n  w e re a liz e  t h a t  th e y  

w e re  m a d e  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo re  th e  in v e n  
t io n  o f  th e  m icro s co p e .

T h e  E g y p t ia n s  a t a n  e a rly  d a te  rep re  
sen ted  th e  h e a v e n s  by a sk y -g o d d ess 
b e n d in g  o v e r  th e  w o rld , h e r  bod y  re  
s p le n d e n t w ith  s ta rs . T h i s  b e lie f  p ro b  
a b ly  o r ig in a te d  a m o n g  th e  C h a ld e a n s  
a n d  w as im p o rte d  by  th e  E g y p t ia n s  
w ith  m a n y  o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  co sm o  
lo g ic a l  s y m b o lism . I t  w as P la to ’s m o re  
re fin e d  o p in io n  th a t  so u ls d escen d ed  
in to  g e n e r a tio n  f r o m  th e  M ilk y  W a y , 
a n d  e a rly  re p re se n ta tio n s  o f  th is  sea  o f  
su n s in  th e  sh a p e  o f  a h u m a n  e m b ry o  
g iv e  ca u se  fo r  th o u g h tfu ln e s s . G r a d u  
a lly , sp a ce  co n c e p ts  to o k  o n  fe m in in e  a t  
tr ib u te s , a n d  sp ace  its e lf  b e c a m e  a n  a b  
s tra c t  b u t  e sse n tia l su b s ta n ce , a h e a v e n ly  
m a te r ia l , o f  w h ic h  e a r th  w as th e  ph ys 
ica l o r  n e g a tiv e  re fle c tio n  o r c o u n te r p a r t . 
A s  p la n ts  g ro w  fr o m  th e  e a r th , n o u r  
ish ed  by  its  d a rk  d e p th s , so w o rld s  an d  
g o d s an d  a ll th e  c re a tu re s  o f  th e  la rg e r  
u n iv e rse  g re w  fro m  sp ace  w h ic h  w as 
th e ir  c o m m o n  so u rc e  a n d  n u tr it io n . 
T h i s  n u tr it iv e  sp ace  w as a n  e te rn a l p a r 
e n t, an d  it w as n o t  d ifficu lt to  im a g in e  
th is  im m e n s e  a n d  im m e a su ra b le  fe c u n  
d ity  as th e  G r e a t  M o th e r  o f  g o d s  an d  
m e n .

O n c e  th e  a n a lo g ie s  h ad  b e e n  e s ta b  
lis h e d , in n u m e r a b le  re f in e m e n ts  a n d  e x  
te n s io n s  o f  th e  sy m b o lism  su g g e sted  
th e m se lv e s  to  e a g e r  m in d s . W e  h av e 
a lre a d y  re fe rre d  to  th e  T e m p le  o f  
H e c a te , th e  n o c tu rn a l o r  s u b te rra n e a n  
D ia n a .  T h is  g o d d e ss  seem s to  h a v e  c o r  
resp o n d ed  to  th e  e a r th ly  o r  m a te r ia l  
a sp e ct o f  g e n e r a t io n , w h e re a s  D ia n a  
E p h e s ia  w as th e  c o m p le te  c o n c e p t , in  
c lu d in g  w ith in  h e rs e lf  a ll th e  a ttr ib u te s  
o f  th e  w o rld  n o u r is h e r . I f  w e  w o u ld  
e n la r g e  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t  th e  
N e o p la to n is ts  ca lled  “ th e n u tr it iv e  p r in  
c ip le ,” w e m u st  pass f ro m  th e  p h y sica l 
to  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l . T h e  sev e ra l p arts  
o f  th e  h u m a n  c o m p o u n d , in c lu d in g  
s p ir it , so u l, m in d , an d  e v e n  th e  sen ses 
an d  a p p e tite s , m u st  l ik e w is e  b e  su s 
ta in e d , n o u r is h e d , a n d  su p p o rte d  by  a 
n u tr it io n  su ita b le  to  th e ir  re q u ire m e n ts . 
A s  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  su n  p re serv es  d if fe r  
e n t ty p es o f  c re a tu re s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  
n e ed s, so life  its e lf , w h ic h  m a k e s  all 
l iv in g  p o ssib le , su sta in s  a n  in f in ite  d iv e r-
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-From Ephesus, and the Tem ple oj Duma

This reconstruction ol the ground plan probably represents the sixth 
■or eighth Temple to occupy the vicinity. There was a legend that 
Hants hollowed out the foundation to create a massive platform 
callable ol sustaining the immense weight ol the architecture.
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— -From  Ephesus, and the Temple of Diana

T H E  C I T Y  A N D  P O R T  O F  E P H E S U S  S E E N  F R O M  

T H E  T H E A T R E

S o m e  co n c e p tio n  o f  th e  m a g n if ic e n c e  o f  E p h e s u s  in th e  d ays o f  its 
g lo r y  ca n  be d eriv ed  fro m  th e  d e scrip tio n  o f  th e  vast th e a te r  w h ic h  w as 
la r g e r  th a n  th e  C o lis e u m  in  R o m e . T h e  E p h e s ia n  th e a te r  a c c o m m o  
d ated  fifty -se v en  th o u sa n d  sp e cta to rs , an d  w as th e  sce n e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  
m ira c le s  p e rfo rm e d  by th e  ce le b ra te d  m a g u s , A p o llo n iu s  o f  T y a n a . 
S o  co m p le te  w as th e  fin a l d e stru c tio n  o f  E p h e s u s , 2 5 3 -2 6 2  A . D .,  th a t 
n o t a s in g le  s to n e  o f  th e  th e a te r  re m a in s  in  p lace . S e v e n  tim e s  d e 
stro y ed  an d  sev en  tim e s  re b u ilt , th is  fa m o u s  c ity  w as th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
e n g in e e r in g  a c c o m p lis h m e n t o f  c la ss ica l c iv iliz a t io n .
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From Ephesus, and the Tem ple oj Diana

T H E  CITY OF EPHESUS FROM MOUNT CORESSUS

This magnificent and spacious city, which has been called “one of the 
eyes of Asia” and “Empress of Ionia, famous for war and learning,” 
was a mart of commerce, a center of culture and education, and the 
principal shrine of the great goddess Diana, The historian Metrophanes 
reported that so fertile was the soil of the region that a single bunch of 
grapes grown in the district was of sufficient weight to break down a 
wagon. So rich and powerful did Ephesus become that other nations 
coveted its splendor, and its very glory hastened the tragedy of its 
decline and fall.



Illustrated Supplement to Hor izon Voi.. 9. No. 4

—Prom Lenoir's La Franc-Maconncne 

ISIS AS T H E MOTHER OF TH E M YSTERIES

This reproduction is based upon the description given by Apuleius in 
his account of his own initiation into the Mysteries of the great goddess. 
Her crown is ornamented with grain, and she carries the sistrum, or 
sacred rattle, which drives away evil spirits. Her robe is covered with 
stars, and she stands upon the sea.
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F r o m  th e  K ö l n e r  B i b l e

T H E  T I T L E  P A G E  O F  A N  I N C U N A B U L A  B I B L E  I N  W H I C H  T H E  W O R L D  I S  
S H O W N  I N  T H E  F O R M  O F  T H E  E X T R A E M B R Y O N I C  F E T A L  M E M B R A N E S  

W I T H  T H E I R  C O N T E N T S

s ity  o f  a p p e a ra n c e s  by  re v e a lin g  th e  p o  
te n tia ls  o f  o n e  p o te n cy .

T h i s  w ill  h e lp  u s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
v a r io u s  t it le s , n a m e s , a n d  fo rm s  u n d e r  
w h ic h  th e  g re a t  g o d d e ss  w a s v e n e ra te d . 
N e v e r  sh o u ld  w e  a ssu m e  th a t  th ese  
fo r m s  w e re  c re a te d  by  im a g in a t io n  o r

su p e rs tit io n , o r  th a t  th e y  w e re  in te n d e d  
to  d e p ic t  m e re ly  lo ca l c o n v ic t io n s . T h e  
M e d ite r r a n e a n  c iv iliz a t io n s  w e re  b o u n d  
to g e th e r  by  t h e ir  re lig io u s  in s titu t io n s  
fa r  m o re  in t im a te ly  t h a n  p ro sa ic  h is to r i  
an s  h a v e  u n d e rsto o d . T h e  n u m e ro u s  
sa n c tu a r ie s  h o n o re d  th e  asp e cts  o f  a
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s in g le  d e ity , a n d  e a ch  o f  th e  sh rin e s  w as 
a tte n d e d  b y  th o se  p e cu lia r ly  co n ce rn e d  
w ith  a c e r ta in  d eg ree  o r  p h ase o f  o n e  
in c lu s iv e  s y m b o lism .

T h u s  P a lla s  A th e n a  is w is d o m , th e  
n o u r is h e r  o f  th e  m in d ; K o r e  is th e  
n o u r is h e r  o f  th e  y o u n g . T h i s  d iv in ity  
p lays tw o  d is tin c t  p a r ts : S h e  s tr e n g th  
e n s  th e  in s t in c t  b e tw e e n  p a re n t and  
c h ild , a n d , as th e  L a d y  o f  th e  H a r v e s t , 
su sta in s  p h y sica l c re a tu re s , a ll re g a rd e d  
to g e th e r  as th e  ch ild re n  o f  th e  g o d s. 
A s  A r te m is , th e  g o d d e ss  n u rse s  th e  s ick  
a n d  b e co m e s  th e  n o u r is h e r  o f  h e a lth . 
A s  D ia n a  th e  H u n tr e s s , sh e w as an a n  
c ie n t  so u rc e  o f  fo o d . W h e n  sh e  is 
a d o rn e d  w ith  th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  m o o n  
o r  th e  c ra b , sh e  is th e  p ro te c tre ss  o f  th e  
lu n a r  cy c le , th e  n o u r is h e r  o f  th e  u n b o rn . 
A s  D ia n a  L u c i fe r a ,  th e  T o r c h b e a r e r , she 
is th e  b r in g e r  o f  l ig h t ,  e sp e c ia lly  th e  
l ig h t  o f  th e  so u l. S h e  ta k e s  o n  th e  a t 
t r ib u te s  o f  P e rs e p h o n e  an d  b e co m e s  th e  
n o u r is h e r  o f  th o se  in  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  
th e  u n d e r w o rld . D ia d e m e d  w ith  tu r  
re ts , sh e  is th e  p ro tec tress  o f  c it ie s , b u t 
h e r  c ro w n  a lso  m e a n s  th a t  sh e  is Q u e e n  
o f  th e  W o r ld  a s  re p re se n te d  by  socia l 
in s titu t io n s , n a t io n s , an d  S ta te s . H e r  
su p p o rte rs , to  use th e  h e ra ld ic  te r m , a rc  
u su a lly  s ta g s , g ra c e fu l an d  fleet-fo o ted  
c re a tu re s , a n d  h e r  v e stm e n ts  in c lu d e  th e  
sp o tted  sk in s  o f  m u le s . T h e s e  h y b rid s  
w e re  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  
B a c c h u s  a n d  A p o llo . L a te r  th e  sy m b o l 
ism  w as a p p lie d  to  th e  ce lib a te  p r ie s t  
h o o d , w h ic h  S t .  P a u l re fe rre d  to  as th o se  
w h o  b e c a m e  e u n u c h s  fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f 
G o d .

T h e  Carpentum  o f  D ia n a  E p h e s ia  w as 
a h ig h  fe s tiv a l n a m e d  fo r  th e  sacred  
v e h ic le , o r  c a r t  ( cavpcnttan) ,  in  w h ich  
th e  im a g e  o f  th e  g o d d e ss  w as d ra w n  
th ro u g h  th e  stre e ts . O n  th e se  o c ca s io n s , 
th e  sta tu e  w as a d o rn e d  w ith  m a g n ific e n t  
v e stm e n ts  an d  ro b e s  e m b ro id e re d  w ith  
th e  m o st sa cred  an d  se cre t sy m b o ls . T h e  
im a g e  w a s su p p o rte d  vvith bars o f  g o ld , 
and  w e  a re  re m in d e d  o f  th e  m o d e rn  
p ra c tic e  o f  c a rr y in g  f ig u re s  o f  th e  V ir g in  
M a r y , a lso  g lo r io u s ly  ap p a re le d , th ro u g h  
th e  stree ts  o f  to w n s . T h e  h o n o r  in  
w h ic h  D ia n a  w a s h e ld  can  b e  s u m m a r  

ized  in  th e  w o rd s o f  A p u le iu s , w h o  w as 
a n  in it ia te  o f  h e r  M y s te r ie s : “ T h o u  ro ll-  
e s t  th e  h e a v e n s  ro u n d  th e  stea d y  p o les , 
th o u  i llu m in e s t  th e  su n , th o u  g o v e rn e s t  
th e  w o rld , th o u  tre a d e st o n  th e  d a rk  
re a lm s  o f  T a r t a r u s .  T h e  stars  m o v e  re  
sp o n siv e  to  th y  c o m m a n d , th e  g o d s  re  
jo ic e  in  th y  d iv in ity , th e  h o u rs  an d  sea  
so n s re tu r n  by th y  a p p o in tm e n t, an d  th e  
e le m e n ts  re v e re n c e  th y  d e c re e .”

N a tu r a lly , th e re  is a m o n g  m o d e rn s  a 
c o n flic t  o f  o p in io n  as to  th e  m ira cu lo u s  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  asso cia ted  w ith  th e  w o r  
sh ip  o f  G r e a t  D ia n a .  U n b e lie v e rs  as 
su m e  th a t  su c h  m ir a c le s  as h av e b e en  
re p o rte d  by a n c ie n t  a u th o r it ie s  w e re  p ro  
d u ced  by  m e c h a n ic a l m e a n s , o p tica l illu  
s io n s , o r  th e  u se o f  d ru g s . T h i s  a ssu m p  
tio n  su g g e sts  th a t  a c u ltu r e  c a p a b le  o f  
c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  all 
k n o w le d g e  w a s its e lf  ig n o ra n t  an d  g u l  
l ib le . C e r ta in  it is th a t  th e  v o ta rie s  o f  
th e  g o d d ess  b e liev ed  th a t o n  m a n y  o c  
ca sio n s sh e  a p p ea red  to  th e m  in  o n e  o f  
h e r  n u m e ro u s  fo rm s , g a v e  o ra c le s , an d  
b e sto w ed  e n d u r in g  b e n e fits  by h e r  p res 
e n c e . S o m e tim e s  sh e is sa id  to  h av e  
m a n ife s te d  h e r s e lf  as a sp len d id  l ig h t  
su d d e n ly  f i l l in g  all p arts  o f  th e  T e m p le . 
O n  o th e r  o c ca s io n s , sh e  c a m e  a c c o m  
p an ied  by  th u n d e r  a n d  by v o ices sp e a k in g  
an d  s in g in g  in  th e  a ir . S h e  v isited  h e r  
b e lie v e rs  in  d re a m s an d  v is io n s . In  th e  
p re se n ce  o f  h e r  in it ia te s , h e r  s ta tu e  c a m e  
to  l if e  an d  ste p p in g  f r o m  its  p ed estal 
w a lk e d  a m o n g  th e m , c o n fe r r in g  u p o n  
th o se  w h o m  sh e  h ad  se lected  th e  p o w er 
o f  in te rn a l s ig h t . W e  c a n n o t  c o m p le te ly  
d is c re d it  a ll o f  th ese  re p o rts  w ith o u t , 
a t th e  sa m e  t im e , c a s t in g  a s im ila r  re  
fle c tio n  u p o n  th e  p h e n o m e n a  asso cia ted  
w ith  o u r  o w n  fa ith .

I t  is su ita b le  a t  th is  t im e  to  e x te n d  
o u r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  g re a t g o d d ess  to 
th o se  M y s te r ie s  o v e r w h ic h  sh e  p resid ed  
an d  w h ic h  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  la rg e  cy cle  
o f  th e  E le u s in ia . T h e  M o th e r  o f  M y s  
teries  n o w  ap p ea rs  as p a tro n e ss  o f  th e  
M y s te r ie s  o f  th e  G r e a t  M o th e r . S h e  is 
th e  e so te r ic  d o c tr in e , th e  e te rn a l t ru th , 
th e  s u b lim e  n o u r is h e r , f o r  th o se  w h o  ea t 
o f  th is  fo o d  o f  th e  g o d d ess  sh all n e v er 
a g a in  h u n g e r  o r  th irs t. S h e  is th e  ev er-
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f r u it fu l  V ir g in  o f  th e  W o r ld , w h o  g iv e s  
b ir th  to  h e r  a d ep ts  w ith o u t  p ro fa n in g  
h e r  o w n  v irg in ity . P lu ta r c h , in  h is  b o o k  
Isis and Osin's, in d ic a te s  c le a r ly  th a t  
b o th  th e  te m p le  an d  th e  sa cred  g ro tto  
o r  ca v e rn  a re  sy m b o ls  o f  th e  w o m b . 
T h e s e  a re  th e  p laces o f  th e  seco n d  b ir th , 
f ro m  w h ic h  e m e r g e , a f te r  th e  n in e  d e 
g re e s  ( m o n t h s )  o f  sp ir itu a l g e s ta t io n , 
th e  in it ia te s  w h o  are  th e  h e ro e s  o f  th e  
w o rld  an d  th e  re d e e m e rs  a n d  p ro te c to rs  
o f  th e  M o th e r .

T h e  e so te r ic  tra d it io n  w a s “ l ig h t  fu ll 
o f  p o w e r .” L e d  g e n tly  by  th e  h a n d  o f 
th e  g o d d ess , th e  tr u th  se e k e r  ad v a n ce d  
to w a rd  th e  a d y tu m . H e r e  w as p re sen ted  
to  h im  th e  sp e c ta c le  o f  th e  sy m b o lica l 
d ea th  an d  re s u rr e c t io n . H e  d ie d  as a 
v o lu n ta ry  sa cr ifice  o f  h im s e lf  to  t ru th . 
H e  re tu rn e d  to  th e  g ra v e  in  th e  bo d y  o f  
o u r  c o m m o n  m o th e r , a n d  u p on  th e  
th ird  d ay  h e  ro se  a g a in , th e  l iv in g  p ro o f 
th a t l ife  c o n q u e rs  d e a th . H e  d e d ica te d  
h is  w h o le  n a tu re  to  th e  se rv ice  o f  l ife , 
rec e iv e d  th e  in s ig n ia  o f  th e  re d e e m e d , 
w as in s tru c te d  in  th e  p ray ers o f  th e  g o d  
d ess, w a s  g iv e n  a n e w  n a m e  w r itte n  in  
th e  b o o k  o f  l ife  a n d  in s c r ib e d  u p o n  a 
sm a ll w h ite  s to n e . H e  a d o re d  th e  V i r  
g in  o f  th e  W o r ld . T h e  veil w a s ra ise d , 
an d  h e  g a z e d  in to  th e  fa ce  o f  th e  A n  
c ie n t  M o th e r .

N a tu r a lly , th ese  are  th e  ca u tio u s  
w o rd s o f  th o se  w h o  co u ld  n o t sp eak  
m o re  c le a r ly , b u t th ey  im p ly  m u c h  th a t 
is n o t m ere ly  r itu a lis t ic . O b v io u s ly , 
P la to  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  b e e n  sa tisfie d  to  
a cce p t th e  sp e cta c le  as a su ff ic ie n t  in i  
t ia t io n  in to  th e  M y ste r ie s . B e n e a th  th e  
w o rd s  is th e  v eiled  a cco u n t o f  a lo n g  
an d  m y s te r io u s  p ath  o f  in s tr u c t io n . A ll 
le a r n in g  w a s u n fo ld e d , an d  d ead  sc ie n ce s  
w e re  b r o u g h t  to l ife  b e ca u se  th e  h e a rt 
o f  th e  in it ia te  w a s d ed ica te d  to th e  
se rv ice  o f  a n  e te rn a l b e a u ty  an d  g o o d  
n ess. It  is q u ite  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  th a t 
w h e n  ty ra n ts  v io la te d  th e  sa n c tu a r ie s  
th ey  fo u n d  o n ly  im a g e s  su rro u n d e d  by 
th e  tr ib u te s  o f  th e  fa ith fu l. O n ly  to  h e r 
o w n  w o u ld  th e  g o d d e ss  rev eal h e rse lf . 
B y  th is  c irc u m s ta n c e  a lo n e  sh e ta u g h t 
th a t th e  m y ste rie s  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  sh all 
n o t be ta k e n  by  th e  s tro n g , d esecra ted

by  th e  p ro u d , o r  p ro fa n e d  by  th e  a m b i 
tio u s .

W e  hav e n o  c e r ta in  re c o rd  o f  th e  arts  
o r  sc ie n ce s  w h ic h  fo rm e d  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  
o f  th e  C o lle g e  o f  D ia n a . T h e  tra n s c e n  
d e n ta l secre ts  p erish ed  w ith  th e ir  p rie s t 
h o o d . W e  k n o w , h o w e v e r, th a t  th e  
E p h e s ia n  w r itin g s  w h ic h  w ere  su p p osed  
to h a v e  b e en  b u rn e d  d id  n o t p e r ish  c o m  
p le te ly . A f te r  th e  fa n a tic s  h ad  w o rn  
o u t th e ir  te m p e rs , th e y  fo u n d  it th e  b e t  
te r  p a rt  o f  ju d g m e n t  to  e x a m in e  w ith  
th o u g h tfu ln e s s  w h a t  th e y  h a d  c o n  
d e m n e d  w ith  z e a l. A s  a re su lt , th e  
b ro k e n  fr a g m e n ts  o f  th e  G r e a t  D ia n a  
co n tr ib u te d  to  th e  secre t te a c h in g s  o f  
th e  G n o s t ic s  a n d  th e  c a b a lis ts , a n d  w e re  
c a re fu lly  g a th e re d  b y  th e  d e v o u t E s -  
sen es. E v e n  in  r u in , G r e a t  D ia n a  still 
ru led  th e  secre t d o c tr in e , a n d , o n e  by  
o n e , rece iv ed  b a c k  to  h e r s e lf  th e  w a y  
w ard  c h ild re n  w h o  h ad  p ro fa n e d  h e r  
sa n c tu a r ie s .

T h e  f ig u re s  o f  D ia n a  E p h e s ia  are  
u su a lly  re p re se n te d  w ith  a rm s  an d  
h a n d s  o u ts tre tch e d  as th o u g h  to  e m b ra c e . 
S h e  h a s  b e c o m e , e ith e r  by  in te n t  o r  c ir  
c u m s ta n c e , a sso cia ted  w ith  th e  e te rn a l 
p a tie n ce  an d  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  th e  G r e a t  
M o th e r . S h e  w a its  a lw ay s fo r  th e  re  
tu rn  o f  h e r  o w n ; an d  w h a te v e r  th ey  
h a v e  d o n e , e v e n  a g a in s t  h e r , sh e tra n s  
m u te s  w ith  h e r  b o u n d less  a ffe c tio n  and  
re g a rd . T h e  e a r th  a lw a y s rec e iv es  its  
c re a tu re s  in  th e  e n d , a n d  th e y  g o  to  
s le e p  in h e r  e m b ra c e . L ik e w is e , h e a v e n  
u lt im a te ly  c la im s  a ll its c re a tio n s . T h e  
sp ir it , a f te r  its  lo n g  a n d  d ifficu lt jo u rn e y , 
re tu rn s  h o m e  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  G r e a t  
M o th e r  o f  M y s te r ie s .

T h e  m o re  w e  c o n te m p la te  th is  s tra n g e , 
d eep  s y m b o lism , th e  m o re  fu lly  w e re  
a liz e  th a t  it h o ld s w ith in  its e lf  th e  m o st 
s u b lim e  co n v ic t io n s , h o p e s , an d  a sp ira  
t io n s  o f  m a n k in d . F r o m  sim p le  b e g in  
n in g s , th e  c o n c e p t  g re w  an d  re f in e d , u l 
t im a te ly  e m b r a c in g  ev ery  p h ase o f  m o r  
ta l h o p e . I t  is n o  w o n d e r , th e r e fo re , 
th a t th e  M o th e r  o f  th e  g o d s w as u n i 
v ersa lly  re g a rd e d  an d  th a t  h e r  C u lt  w as 
d iffu se d  a m o n g  all th e  cu ltu re s  o f  th e  
th e n -k n o w n  w o rld . N o r  is it  an y  f u r  
th e r  w o n d e r  th a t  h e r  w o rs h ip  w as in d e-
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s tru c t ib le , a n d , p e r is h in g  in  o n e  fo r m , 
w as p reserv ed  in  a n o th e r .

S t .  P a u l ,  in  A c ts  X I X :  2 7 , w ro te : 
“ T h e  g r e a t  g o d d e ss  D ia n a — w h o m  all 
A s ia  an d  th e  w o rld  w o r s h ip e th .”  T h e  
P a u lia n  E p is t le s  a b o u n d  w ith  im p lic a  
t io n s  an d  in t im a t io n s  w h ic h  su g g e s t th a t  
th e  a p o stle  w as w e ll-a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  
g re a t  g o d d ess  an d  h e r  T e m p le .  T h e  
s tra n g e  c o n flic t  o f  m y s tic a l  e le m e n ts  in  
th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  P a u l  rev e a ls  c lea rly  
t h a t  h e h a d  p a rtic ip a te d  in  a t  le a s t  th e  
L e s s e r  R ite s  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s . In  fa c t , 
h e  in te rp r e te d  th e  C h r is t ia n  d isp e n sa tio n  
in  th e  v e ry  te rm s  a n d  sy m b o ls  o f  th e  
c la ss ica l c u lts . A lth o u g h  h e  p re ach ed  
a g a in s t  th e  id o la tr ie s  o f  th e  E p h e s ia n s , 
h e  sp o k e  as o n e  n o t  a s tr a n g e r  to  th e  
b e lie f  a n d  n o t co m p le te ly  fre e  o f  its  
in flu e n ce .

N o  tra c e  re m a in s  a t  th e  p re se n t t im e  
o f  th e  sp len d id  T e m p le  o f  th e  M o th e r -  
g o d d ess . T h e  s ite  is n o t  e v e n  sca tte re d  
w ith  th e  d e b ris  o f  n a tu ra l r u in , in d ic a t  
in g  t h a t  h u m a n  a g e n c ie s  d e m o lish e d  th e  
e d if ic e . Im m e n s e  c o m p le x e s  o f  m o n o  
l i th ic  s to n e s  d o  n o t v a n ish  o f  th e m se lv e s . 
T h e y  m a y  fa ll  an d  b e  co v e re d , b u t

m o u n d s  an d  o th e r  la n d m a r k s  n o tic e a b le  
to  th e  tra in e d  a rc h a e o lo g is t  l i t t e r  th e  a re a . 
I t  is p o ssib le  th a t  a f te r  th e  d e c lin e  o f  
th e  C u lt  th e  s to n e s  w e re  re c u t  an d  in  
co rp o ra te d  in to  la te r  s tru c tu re s . T h i s  
p ra c tic e  is  n o tic e a b le  in  E g y p t  a n d  m a n y  
o th e r  p la ces . F o r tu n a te ly , h o w e v e r , a c  
c o u n ts , th o u g h  m e a g e r , w h e n  c o m b in e d  
h a v e  su p p lied  su ffic ie n t d a ta  f o r  a n  a p  
p ro x im a te  re s to ra t io n . T h e  a c c o m p a n y  
in g  f ig u re  sh o w s a re c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  
g ro u n d  p la n , a n d  w ill ad d  v isu a l su p  
p o rt  to  th e  m in d . O n e  is re m in d e d  o f  
a n  o ld  o ra c le  w h ic h , d u r in g  th e  g lo ry  
o f  th e  T e m p le ,  p ro p h esied  th a t  it  w o u ld  
v a n is h  c o m p le te ly  le a v in g  o n ly  a n  e m p ty  
p lace .

I t  is n o t , th e r e fo r e , by  th e  p h y sica l 
w o rk s  o f  m a n  th a t  th e  p e rp e tu a tio n  o f  
th e  c u ltu r a l h e r ita g e  is a c c o m p lish e d . 
D ia n a  E p h e s ia , l ik e  so m a n y  o th e r  sy m  
b o ls  o f  th e  M y s te ry  r e l ig io n , su p p lied  
lo fty  m o tiv a tio n s  to  th e  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  
la te r  fa ith s . W h e n  th e  d ay  o f  d o g m a  
c lo ses an d  h u m a n  b e in g s  c o m e  to  re a l 
iz e  th a t  a ll fa ith s  a re  a p a rt  o f  o n e  g re a t  
p a tte rn  o f  s p ir itu a l d e sce n t, w e  sh all 
e s t im a te  m o re  h o n e s tly  th e  t im e le ssn e ss
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o f  th o se  in s titu t io n s  w h ic h  p a rto o k  o f  
th e  n a tu re  o f  t r u th .

Im a g e s  o f  D ia n a , e sp e c ia lly  th e  E p h e  
s ia n  ty p e , h a v e  b e e n  d isco v e re d  in  v a r i  
o u s p a rts  o f  E u r o p e , w h e re  th e y  w e re  
ca rr ie d  e ith e r  by  m is s io n a ry  p ries ts  o r  
fo r e ig n  le g io n s . T h e r e  w as a te m p le  
to  th is  g o d d e ss  in  F r a n c e  n e a r  M a r se il le s , 
an d  a n o th e r  in  S p a in . H e r  in flu e n ce  
w a s e x te n d e d  by th e  R o m a n  a rm ie s  an d  
by  m e rc h a n ts , tra d e rs , an d  tra v e le rs . In  
so m e  case s, th e  c h a n g e s  in  re lig io n  a f  
fe c te d  th e  d e ity  b u t  l it t le .  S e v e ra l ce l 
e b ra te d  C h r is t ia n  im a g e s  a re  re d e d ica te d  
an d  re c o n se cra te d  p a g a n  fig u re s . I t  is 
b e liev ed  th a t  th e  g re a t  th r o n e  o f  th e  
P o p e , w h ic h  N a p o le o n  o rd e re d  to  b e  
e x a m in e d  a rc h a e o lo g ic a lly , w a s  th e  c h a ir  
o f  th e  h ie r o p h a n t  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s  o f  
M ith r a s  w h ic h  w e re  ce le b ra te d  in  th e  
c a ta c o m b s  b e n e a th  th e  c ity  o f  R o m e , 
w h ile  th e  e a rly  C h r is t ia n  co n v e r ts  w e re  
g a th e r in g  in  th e se  sa m e  v a u lts .

T h e r e  is no  d o u b t t h a t  th e  c a ta c o m b s  
th e m se lv e s , su p p o sed ly  p re p a re d  to  re  
ce iv e  th e  b o d ie s  o f  th e  illu s tr io u s  d ead , 
w e re  o r ig in a lly  p laces o f  in it ia t io n  o r 
b e c a m e  so u n d e r  th e  p re ssu re  o f  c ir c u m  
sta n c e s . T h e s e  c a ta c o m b s  w e re  sy m b o ls  
o f  th e  G r e a t  M o th e r  a n d , l ik e  th e  g ro tto s  
b e n e a th  h e r  s a n c tu a r ie s  an d  n a tu ra l cav  
e rn s , a lw ay s h ig h ly  v e n e ra te d , w e re  re p  
re s e n ta tio n s  o f  th e  w o m b . T h e  e a r lie s t  
g ra v e s  o f  E g y p t  sh o w  th e  d ead  p laced  
in  a c ir c u la r  h o le  o r  d e p re ss io n  in  th e  
k n e e -c h e s t  o r  e m b ry o  p o stu re . P re c ise ly  
s im ila r  fo rm s  o f  b u r ia l  w e re  p ra c tice d  
by th e  S o u th w e s t  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  
tr ib e s , a n d  g ra v e s  o f  th e  e m b ry o  sty le 
h av e  b e e n  fo u n d  a t  C a sa  G r a n d e  a n d  
o th e r  c o m m u n ity  s ite s . In s c r ip t io n s  
p ro v e  th a t  in  a re a s  o f  e a rly  c iv i l iz a t io n , 
th is  fo rm  o f  b u r ia l  w a s in te n t io n a l a n d  
th a t  th e  d ea d  w e re  b e liev ed  to  h a v e  re  
tu rn e d  to  th e  bo d y  o f  th e ir  m o th e r  to 
b e  re b o r n  in to  a n o th e r  l ife  in  th is  w o rld  
o r  so m e  b lessed  sp h e re  b e y o n d .

In  th is  c o n s id e ra t io n  sh o u ld  b e  in  
clu d ed  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  B a b y lo n ia n  
g o d d e ss , Is h ta r ,  w h o  b e co m e s  th e  p er 
so n if ic a t io n  o f  th e  M e s s ia n ic  p r in c ip le , a 
ro le  a lso  assu m ed  by fe m in in e  d iv in i  
t ie s . T a m m u z ,  fo r  w h o m  th e  w o m e n

w e p t o u ts id e  th e  g a te s  o f  Je r u s a le m , 
d ies  an d  d e sce n d s to  th e  u n d e r w o r ld , 
to  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  “ th e  h o u se  o f  n o  re  
t u r n .” H e r e , o f  c o u rs e , T a m m u z  re p  
re se n ts  h u m a n ity , w h ic h , fa l l in g  th ro u g h  
th e  sp h eres  o f  g e n e r a tio n , is f in a lly  
b r o u g h t  to  th e  h a b ita t io n  ru le d  o v e r  by  
S in , th e  d a rk  g o d  o f  th e  m o o n . I s h ta r , 
in  h e r  m y s tic a l ro le s  o f  m o th e r -s is te r -  
w ife , d e sce n d s th r o u g h  th e  sev en  g a te s  
— th e  o rb its  o f  th e  p la n e ts— to  rescu e  
h e r  b e lo v e d . A t  e a ch  o f  th e  g a te s , sh e  
is  fo rc e d  to  le a v e  so m e  p a r t  o f  h e r  
r a im e n t  o r  th e  in s ig n ia  o f  h e r  d iv in ity . 
H e r e  I s h ta r , l ik e  D ia n a ,  is a p e rso n  
if ic a t io n  o f  c o s m ic  t r u th . R e a li ty , d e  
sc e n d in g  in to  th e  sp h ere  o f  i llu s io n , is  
d e p riv e d  o f  its  p o w e rs , e v e n  as t r u th  i t  
se lf  is o b scu re d  by  th e  m a te r ia l  in s tin c ts  
o f  h u m a n  n a tu re . T h e  s a m e  a lle g o ry  is 
used  in  th e  Pymander o f  H e rm e s .

T h e r e  w as m u c h  m o r e  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  
th e  G r e a t  M o th e r  in  ea rly  C h r is t ia n ity  
th a n  h a s  su rv iv e d  to  o u r  d a y . I t  w a s  a t 
E p h e s u s  th a t  th e  c o u n c il  g a th e re d  w h ic h  
p ro n o u n c e d  a g a in s t  th e  h e resy  o f  th e  
N e s to r ia n s . H e r e , a lso , a f te r  c o n s id e r  
a b le  c o n flic t , th e  G n o s is  w a s  re je c te d  b y  
th e  C h u r c h . In  th e  G n o s t ic  g o sp e ls , 
S o p h ia , th e  p e r so n ific a t io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  
ly e n lig h te n e d  so u l-m in d , a p p e a rs  w ith  
m a n y  o f  th e  a ttr ib u te s  a sso c ia te d  w ith  
D ia n a . T h e r e  is a se c re t  s y m b o lism  c o n  
n e cte d  w ith  M a r y  M a g d a le n e  t h a t  h as 
n e v e r  b e e n  re v e a le d  to  th e  la ity , a n d  is 
n o w  fo r g o tte n , fo r  th e  m o st p a rt , by  th e  
c le rg y .

A s  E p h e s u s  d e riv e d  m u c h  o f  its  in  
s p ir a tio n  a n d  re lig io u s  c u ltu r e  f r o m  th e  
F a r  E a s t ,  w e  m u st  se e k  th e r e  a lso  fo r  
th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th is  s tra n g e  p a tte rn . W e  
m a y  say , w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  c o n flic t in g  w ith  
th e  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  o u r  E a s te r n  b r o th e r s , 
th a t  in  A s ia  th e  M o th e r  o f  th e  W o r ld  
o c cu p ie s  a m o s t  e x a lte d  p la ce . In d ia , 
fa m o u s  f o r  its  im a g e s  a n d  sacred  f ig u re s , 
is m o st c o n se r v a tiv e  in  its  re p re se n ta  
t io n s  o f  its  M y ste ry  d e it ie s . T o  th e m , 
c e r ta in  a b s tr a c t io n s  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  a re  
h e ld  as to o  sa cre d  to  b e  e m b o d ie d  in  th e  
c o n v e n tio n a l m a n n e r . T h e  W o r ld  
M o th e r  is m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e  p e rso n ifie d  
in  a v ir tu o u s , l iv in g  w o m a n  th a n  by
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so m e  s ta tu e . F o r  th is  re a so n , sev era l 
o u ts ta n d in g  w o m e n  h av e  b e en  h o n o red  
as re fle c tio n s  o f  a c o sm ic  o r  u n iv e rsa l-  
w o m a n h o o d  p rin c ip le .

T h e  E a s te r n  m y s tic  in  m e d ita tio n  
seek s to  e le v a te  h is  co n sc io u sn e ss  a b o v e  
all m a te r ia l  co n c e r n s . F ie  does th is  by 
in te rn a lly  e x p e r ie n c in g  th o se  co n v ic tio n s  
w h ic h  h e  re g a rd s  as m o st p u re  an d  h o ly . 
B y  th is  d is c ip lin e , h e  e le v a te s  h is  m in d  
an d  so u l to  a p e cu lia r ly  se n s itiv e  an d  
a b s tr a c t  le v e l, in  w h ic h  h e  fee ls  o r  e x  
p e r ie n ce s  th e  m in d  a n d  so u l o f  G o d . 
T h e  g r e a t  In d ia n  sa in t, S r i  R a m a k r is h n a , 
co u ld  n o t p e rm it h is  in te rn a l fa cu ltie s  
to  c o n te m p la te  th e  in f in ite  lo v e  o f  th e  
D iv in e  M o th e r  w ith o u t  p a ss in g  in to  an  
e c s ta t ic  s ta te  o f  sa m a d h i. H e  fe lt  th a t 
th r o u g h  h is  o w n  fra il p e rso n a lity  th e re  
flo w ed  s tre a m s  o f  su ch  in f in ite  te n d e r  
n ess a n d  a f fe c t io n  fo r  a ll l iv in g  c re a  
tu re s  th a t , in  v ery  t r u th , h e  w a s o n e  
w ith  th e  g re a t  lo v e  w h ic h  p ro tects  an d  
p e r fe c ts  th ro u g h  t im e  a n d  e te rn ity .

O n  th e  o th e r  sid e o f  th e  w o rld , th e  
e x ile d  poet D a n te  lo o k e d  a cro ss  th e  h ills  
to w a rd  h is  b e lo v ed  c ity  o f  F lo r e n c e . In  
D a n t e ’s m y s tica l p o e try , B e a tr ic e  w as 
th e  e te rn a l w o m a n , th e  v irg in  o f  th e  
T r o u b a d o u r s . T h e  sy m b o l o f  th e  m y s  
tery  o f  th e  m o th e r  o f  th e  g o d s fo r  D a n te  
w as th e  ro se , w h ic h  la te r  passed  in to  th e  
k e e p in g  o f  th e  R o s ic r u c ia n s . I t  is  re  
p o rted  by h is to r ia n s  th a t  w h e n e v e r  
D a n te  lo o k e d  a t  a rose o r  h e ld  th e  b lo s  
so m  in  h is  h a n d  a lo o k  o f  in d e scr ib a b le  
te n d e rn e ss  w o u ld  c o m e  u p o n  h im  and  
h e  w o u ld  fa ll in  a sw o o n . S u c h  m y s  
t ic a l e x a lta tio n  is n o t u su a l, b u t w h e re  
it d oes o c c u r  it is n e a r ly  a lw a y s asso  
c ia ted  w ith  th e  se c re t  rites  o f  th e  g re a t 
g o d d ess .

T h e  tu rre te d  c ro w n  o f  D ia n a  bears 
w itn e ss  to  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  E m  
p ire  o f  L o v e . T h e  C o u rts  o f  L o v e , d e  
sc r ib e d  in  th e  so n g s o f  th e  tro u b a d o u rs  
an d  m in s tre ls , w e re  p ro b a b ly  d ire c tly  
d escen d ed  fro m  th e  C u lt  o f  D ia n a  
th r o u g h  th e  h e re sy  o f  M a n e s . T h e  
L a d y  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s  ce le b ra te d  in  th ese  
a sse m b la g e s  w a s n o t V e n u s , b u t D ia n a . 
T h e  p ro o f o f  th is  is h e r  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  
th e  G n o s t ic  S o p h ia  an d  th e  p e cu lia r ly

e x a lte d  a n d  h ig h ly  re lig io u s  o v e rto n e s  
o f  th e  so n g s  an d  p o em s. T h e  k in g d o m  
o f  D ia n a  E p h e s ia  w as in v o lv ed  in  th e  
d re a m  o f  th e  P h ilo s o p h ic  E m p ir e , th e  
se c re t  k in g d o m  o f  th e  p o ets , an d  th e  
s ch e m e  fo r  th e  re s to ra t io n  o f  th e  g o ld e n  
a g e . I t  w as h e ld  by th e  a n c ie n ts  th a t 
th e  f ir s t  g o v e r n m e n t o f  th e  w o rld  w as 
a m a tr ia r c h y , an d  th a t  th e  u lt im a te  fo rm  
w o u ld  e m b o d y  th e  q u a lit ie s  im p lie d  by 
th e  u n se lf ish  d e v o tio n  o f  th e  W o r ld  
M o th e r . T h is  w as n o t to  b e  ta k e n  lite r  
a lly  as a m a tte r  o f  c o m p e tit io n  b e tw e e n  
th e  sex es. I t  w as to  b e  u n d e rsto o d  as 
th e  re lea se  o f  a  g r e a t  sp ir itu a l q u a lity  
w ith o u t  w h ic h  n o n e  o f  th e  w o rk s  o f  
m e n  co u ld  e n d u r e . C h r is t  ta u g h t  h is 
d is c ip le s  to  lov e  o n e  a n o th e r  a n d  to  p e r  
fe c t  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  a g e n tle  d e v o tio n  
to  th e ir  c o m m o n  n e e d . S t .  A u g u stin e  
m a k e s  lo v e  th e  ru le r  o f  th e  c ity  o f  G o d , 
a n d  a m o n g  e a rly  C h r is t ia n s  th e  lo v e  o f  
G o d  fo r  h is  c h ild re n  w as re g a rd e d  as 
th e  f in a l so u rc e  o f  sa lv a tio n .

W ith  th e  d e b a s in g  o f  th e  g r e a t  r e li  
g io u s  in s titu t io n s  o f  a n t iq u ity  an d  th e  
co rru p tio n s  o f  th e ir  p rie s th o o d s , th e  
w o rld  fe ll in to  e v il t im e s . C o m p le te ly  
m is ta k in g  th e  sy m b o lism  b e ca u se  th e y  
la ck e d  w ith in  th e m se lv e s  th e  in te g r ity  
w h ic h  d isco v e rs  in te g r ity , h is to r ia n s  h a v e  
assu m ed  th a t  th e  p a g a n s  w e re  a d isso lu te  
lo t  d ev o ted  to  im m o r a l an d  lic e n tio u s  
b e lie fs . F o r  th is  sa m e reaso n , p o o r o ld  
O m a r  K h a y y a m  h as b e e n  p ro n o u n ce d  a 
d ru n k a rd  b e ca u se  h e  w ro te  so f r e q u e n t  
ly a b o u t th e  b e n e fits  o f  th e  v in e . T h e  
w in e  o f  th e  S u fis  w a s as s y m b o lica l as 
th a t  o f  th e  E u c h a r is t ,  a n d , l ik e  th a t 
m ira cu lo u s ly  p ro d u ced  by C h r is t  a t  th e  
m a rr ia g e  fe a s t  o f  C a n a a n , h ad  l it t le  in  
c o m m o n  w ith  th e  c u p  th a t  ch e e rs . U n t i l  
w e  h a v e  a la r g e r  sy m p a th y  fo r  th e  
b e a u ty  o f  old  fa ith s , w e w ill c o n tin u e  
to view ' a ll th in g s  o u tw a rd ly .

T h e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  g e n  
e ra t io n  w ill c o n tin u e  in  so m e  fo rm  as 
lo n g  as m a n k in d  b e lie v e s  in  th e  m y s  
te ry  o f  l ife . I n  p ro fa n e  t im e s , m e n  p ro  
fa n e  th e ir  g o d s an d  th e m se lv e s , b u t in  
e ra s  o f  e n lig h te n m e n t  th ey  a re  lif te d  o u t 
o f  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  th e ir  o w n  m in d s . 
T h e  m o tto  o f  th e  G u a r d e r  ( O r d e r  o f
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T H E  V E S T M E N T S  O F  T H E  H I G H  P R I E S T E S S  
A F  T H E  S Y R I A N  M Y S T E R I E S

th e  G a r t e r )  is th e  k ey  to  m a n y  secre ts—  
Evil to him who evil thin\s.

T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  n u tr it io n  as re p re  
sen ted  by  th e  g re a t  g o d d ess  in  h e r  n u  
m e ro u s  fo rm s  is b e a u tifu lly  an d  re v e r  
e n tly  u n fo ld e d  in  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  sch o lia  
o f  P ro c lu s , o n  th e  Cratylus. T h i s  
le a rn e d  N e o p la to n is t  w r o te : “ I t  is re q  
u is ite  to  co n sid e r  th is  g o d d ess , n o t o n ly  
as th e  su p p lie r  o f  co rp o re a l fo o d , b u t, 
b e g in n in g  fro m  th e  g o d s, vve sh ou ld  
v iew  h e r  as first o f  a ll su p p ly in g  th e m  
w ith  a lim e n t, a f te r w a r d s  th e  n a tu re s  
p o ste r io r  to  th e  g o d s , an d  la st o f  all 
su ch  as a re  in d ig e n t  o f  co rp o re a l a li  
m e n t . F o r  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  love 
sh in e s  fo r th  f ir s t  o f  all in  th e  g o d s : an d  
th is  is  th e  case  w ith  th e  m e d ic in a l an d

p ro p h e tic  p o w ers o f  A p o llo , an d  w ith  
th o se  o f  ev ery  o th e r  d iv in ity . B u t  n u tr i  
m e n t , w h e n  co n sid e re d  w ith  re fe re n ce  
to  th e  g o d s , is th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  o f  in  
te lle c tu a l p le n itu d e  fro m  m o re  e x a lte d  
n a tu re s  to  th o se  o f  an  in fe r io r  ra n k . 
G o d s  th e r e fo re  a re  n o u r is h e d , w h e n  th ey  
v iew  w ith  th e  eye o f  in te lle c t  g o d s p rio r  
to  th e m s e lv e s ; w h e n  th ey  a re  p e r fe c te d , 
an d  v ie w  in te l lig ib le  b e a u tie s , su ch  as 
ju s tic e  its e lf , te m p e ra n c e , an d  th e  l ik e , 
as P la to  ob serv ed  in  th e  Phaedrus.” P r o  
c lu s  th e n  ad d s o f  th e  g o d d e ss : “ S h e  fills  
a ll s u p e rm u n d a n e  n a tu re s  w ith  th e  
riv ers o f  a ll-p e r fe c t  l ife , p o u r in g  u p on  
a ll th in g s  v ita lity  in d iv is ib ly  an d  u n i  
fo rm ly  . . .  T h i s  g o d d e ss  to o  c o m p re h e n d s  
V e s ta  an d  Ju n o : in  h e r  r ig h t  h an d  p arts
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Ju n o , w h o  p o u rs  fo r th  th e  w h o le  o rd e r  
o f  so u ls ; b u t in  h e r  le ft  h a n d  p arts  
V e s ta , w h o  le a d s fo r th  a ll th e  l ig h t  o f  
V ir t u e .”

B y  th is  m y s tic a l  in te r p r e ta t io n , n o u r  
is h m e n t in  te rm s  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  is th e  
p ro cess o f  s h a r in g  in  a s u p e r io r  o r d e r  o f  
l if e ,  by  w h ic h  c irc u m s ta n c e  a ll lesse r 
n e e d s  a re  in e v ita b ly  f il le d . T h u s  th e  e n  
l ig h te n e r  is th e  n o u r is h e r , a n d  a ll w h o  
lead  so u ls  to w a rd  u n ity  su p p ly  th e m  
w ith  th e  fo o d  w h ic h  is n o t  o f  th is  w o rld . 
F o r  th is  re a so n  w e  h av e D ia n a  E p h e s ia  
in  th e  ro b e s  o f  th e  h ie r o p h a n t  o f  th e  
sa n c tu a ry . In  h e r  fo rm  as C y b e le , ca lled  
th e  S y r ia n  g o d d e ss , sh e  w e a rs  a n  ep is  
co p a l m itr e , a su rp lu s , a n  o v e r tu n ic , a n d  
a n  e p isco p a l ca p e . S h e  is th ro n e d  w ith  
lio n s , c a rr ie s  a s is tru m , a d is ta ff , a ca- 
d u ce u s , a ty m p a n u m , a n d  a th u n d e rb o lt . 
T h e s e  sy m b o ls  a n d  a ttr ib u te s  im p ly  a 
fa r  d e e p e r u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p r in  
c ip le  o f  g e n e r a t io n  th a n  is c o m m o n ly  
u n d e rsto o d  in  th e  p re sen t u sa g e  o f  th e  
w o rd .

T h e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e  g o d d e ss  w a s  a p  
p ro p ria te  to  th e  se cre ts  o v e r  w h ic h  sh e  
p re sid e d . W h i le  h e r  im a g e  w a s p u b lic ly  
a d o re d  by r itu a ls  a n d  s o le m n  r ite s , h e r  
p r in c ip le s  w e re  v e n e ra te d  in  a d e ep er 
a n d  m o re  m y s tic a l  sa c r a m e n t. P lo t in u s  
in t im a te s  th a t  th e  m o t io n  o f  co n sc io u s  
n e ss  f ro m  th in g s  v is ib le  a n d  a p p a re n t 
to w a rd  th in g s  in v is ib le  a n d  su b s ta n tia l 
c o rre sp o n d s  w ith  c e r ta in  r itu a ls  o f  th e  
s a n c tu a ry . H e  w r o te : “ Ju s t  as o n e  w h o  
h a v in g  e n te re d  in to  th e  m o s t  in te r io r  
p a rts  o f  th e  a d y tu m  o f  a te m p le , leav es 
a ll s ta tu e s  in  th e  te m p le  b e h in d  h im  
(w h ic h  o n  h is  d e p a rtu re  f ro m  th e  a d y  
tu m  w ill f ir s t  p re se n t th e m se lv e s  to  h is 
v iew  a f te r  th e  in w a rd  s p e c ta c le ) ,  an d  
th e n  a sso c ia te s  n o t  w ith  a s ta tu e  o r  an  
im a g e , b u t with the thing itself; v iz . 
w ith  a d iv in e  n a tu r e .”

A lth o u g h  th is  m y s tica l in te rp r e ta t io n  
o f  w o rs h ip  m a y  b e  co n sid e re d  N e o p la  
to n ic  ra th e r  th a n  th e o lo g ic a l, i t  is c e r  
ta in  f r o m  th e  su rv iv in g  f r a g m e n ts  th a t  
th e  im a g e s  o f  th e  d e itie s  w e re  reg a rd e d  
as s y m b o lic a l o f  a ll th e  im a g e r y  w h ic h  
e x is ts  in  th e  c o rp o re a l sp h e re . T h u s  
a ll fo r m s , b o d ie s , a n d  l ik e  c o m p o u n d s  
a re  b u t th e  a p p e a ra n c e s  o f  d iv in e  n a  
tu re . E a c h  b e c o m e s  to  th e  th o u g h tfu l
a n d  to  th e  e n lig h te n e d  a re m in d e r  or 
sy m b o l o f  th e  n a tu re  o r  a t tr ib u te s  o f  re  
a lity . T h e y  a re , so  to  say , m e m o ria ls
se t u p  in  th is  w o rld  to  b e a r  w itn e ss  to
ca u sa l p r in c ip le s , in v it in g  th e  m in d  to  
p ro ceed  g e n tly , b u t  w ith  re so lu te  p u r  
p o se , to w a rd  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
e te rn a l tru th s . T h e s e  m e m e n to s  ca n  
be th e  w o rk s  o f  N a tu r e  o r  th e  w o rk s  o f  
m a n . I f  th e  fo r m e r , th ey  a re  th e  p ro  
d u cts  o f  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  u n iv e rsa l law  
in  th e  w o r ld ; i f  th e  la tte r , th e y  a re  th e  
p ro d u cts  o f  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  u n iv e rsa l 
la w  in  th e  h u m a n  m in d . S u c h  sy m b o ls , 
e m b le m s , a n d  f ig u re s  as a re  co m p o se d  
by m e n  p a r ta k e  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  a r t , by 
w h ic h  is a t te m p te d  th e  p e r fe c t io n  a n d  
sy n th e s is  o f  a ll th in g s  n a tu ra l.

T h e  f ig u re  o f  D ia n a  E p h e s ia  is o f  th e  
o r d e r  o f  a r t . I t  in s tr u c ts  th e  soul 
th ro u g h  th e  e y e s , as th e  w o rd s o f  th e  
w ise  in s tr u c t  th e  m in d  th r o u g h  th e  
e a rs . A r t  d ep en d s u p o n  im p a c t  fo r  its 
m in is tr y . I t  is acce p te d  as in  a ll p arts  
a p p r o p r ia te  a n d  s ig n if ic a n t . T h r o u g h  
th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  th e  n o b le s t  w o rk s  
o f  m a n , th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  is in v ite d  to  
p a r ta k e  o f  th e  n u tr it iv e  q u a lity  o f  th e  

su b lim e . T h u s  n o u r is h e d  by g ra t itu d e  

a n d  su s ta in e d  by h o ly  re s o lu tio n s , th e  
so u l p resses o n ; a n d  su s ta in e d  fro m  

w ith in  its e lf , se e k s  th e  so u rc e  o f  a ll  n u  

tr it io n — th e  e v e r -f lo w in g  fo u n ta in s  o f 

th e  G o o d .

O n e  o f  P la to ’s d isc ip le s  d ev o ted  m u c h  e ffo r t  to  e x e rc ise  an d  th e  c a re  o f  h is  
b o d y . F n a l ly , h e  b e ca m e  so  a b so rb e d  in  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  h is  m u sc le s  th a t  th e  
M a s te r  a d m o n ish e d  h im . “ W h y  la b o r so  h a rd  b u ild in g  y o u r  o w n  p r is o n ? ”
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Lycanthropy

T h e  w o rd  lycanthropy, w h ic h  in  f o lk  
lo re  re fe rs  to  th e  t r a n s fo r m a tio n  o f  h u  
m a n  b e in g s  in to  w o lv e s , u su a lly  by th e  
u se o f  m a g ic a l sp e lls , is d e riv ed  fro m  
th e  n a m e  L y c a o n , a m y th o lo g ic a l  k in g  
o f  a n c ie n t  A r c a d ia . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  
le g e n d , th e  g o d  Z eu s c a m e  to  h im  d is  
g u ise d  as a m o r ta l ;  an d  to  te s t  th e  d iv in  
ity  o f  h is  h e a v e n ly  v is ito r , L y c a o n  p laced  
b e fo re  h im  a d ish  o f  h u m a n  flesh . T h e  
g o d , o u tra g e d  b y  th is  sa c r ile g io u s  a c t , 
t ra n s fo rm e d  L y c a o n  in to  a w o lf . T h e r e  
a re  sev e ra l v e rs io n s  o f  th is  o ld  sto ry , 
a n d  it h a s  b e e n  su g g e ste d  th a t  o r ig in a lly  
a b lo o d  ce re m o n y  w a s in v o lv e d , by  
w h ic h  a s tr a n g e r  w a s in it ia te d  in to  a 
c la n . I t  w a s c o m m o n  fo r  c la n s  to  h av e  
a n im a l to te m s , a n d  a p erso n  a cce p te d  
in to  th e  c la n  o f  th e  w o lf  m ig h t  be 
re fe rre d  to  as h a v in g  b e en  tra n s fo rm e d  
in to  th e  a n im a l its e lf . R e se a rc h  o n  th e  
le g e n d  o f  L y c a o n  is  fa r  fro m  c o m p le te , 
a n d  it  is l ik e ly  th a t  so m e  n a tu ra l e x p la  
n a t io n  in v o lv in g  p r im itiv e  re lig io u s  r i tu  
als w a s th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  m y th . In  
an y  e v e n t, th e  a n c ie n t  re p o rt  g a v e  rise 
to  an  e x te n s iv e  lo re  b e lo n g in g  in  th e  
d e sce n t o f  b e lie fs  re g a r d in g  w itc h c r a f t  
a n d  so rce ry .

H u m a n  b e in g s , a c c o r d in g  to  m e d ie v a l 
a c c o u n ts , to o k  o n  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  
w o lv e s  a n d  ra n g e d  th e  c o u n try s id e . 
T h e y  w e re  ca lled  w e re w o lv e s , a n d  a n  
e x te n s iv e  l ite r a tu r e  h a s  d e v e lo p ed  a ro u n d  
th is  th e m e . T h e  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  w a s n o t 
l im ite d  to  w o lv e s , h o w e v e r , b u t w a s a s  
so c ia te d  w ith  w h a te v e r  c a rn iv o ro u s  a n i  
m a ls  a b o u n d e d  in  v a r io u s  lo c a litie s . In  
In d ia , th e r e  w e re  w e re t ig e rs , a n d  in  
th e  S c a n d in a v ia n  c o u n tr ie s , w e re b e a rs . 
A fr ic a  h a d  its  w e re le o p a rd s , a n d  a m o n g  
th e  a b o r ig in e s  o f  C e n tr a l  A m e r ic a  th e  
ja g u a r  w as th e  ch o se n  fo rm  a ssu m e d  by 
th ese  s o rce re rs . T h e  B a lk a n  S ta te s  h a v e  
a lw a y s  fu r n is h e d  e x tra v a g a n t  a c c o u n ts  
o f  v a m p ire s , w e re w o lv e s , a n d  w e re b a ts , 
a n d  th e  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  tr ib e s  
w e re  a d d ic te d  to  th e  b e lie f  in  w e re o w ls .

P o ss ib ly , th e  p e c u lia r  c u n n in g  an d  e x  
t ra o r d in a r y  sk ill  o f  c e r ta in  a n im a ls  g a v e  
rise  to  a ra th e r  n a tu ra l c o n c lu s io n  th a t  
th e s e  b e asts  w e re  n o t w h a t  th ey  seem ed  
to  b e , b u t in  so m e  w ay  p ossessed  h u m a n  
in te llig e n c e . P r im it iv e  S e c r e t  S o c ie t ie s , 
l ik e  th e  L e o p a rd  S o c ie ty  o f  C e n tr a l  
A fr ic a , a d o p te d  th e  s k in s  o f  a n im a ls  as 
a m e a n s  o f  d isg u ise . T h e y  co p ie d  as 
n e a r ly  as p o ss ib le  th e  h a b its  a n d  h u n t-
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in g  m e th o d s  o f  th e  a n im a l th e y  rep  
re se n te d , a n d  m a n y  d e p ra d a tio n s  a t tr i  
b u te d  to  sav ag e b e a sts  w e re  co m m itte d  
b y  th e se  h u m a n  m a sq u e ra d e rs . U n d e r  
su ch  c o n d it io n s , u n tu to re d  m in d s  cou ld  
e a s ily  c o n fu se  th e  fa c ts  a n d  a rr iv e  a t 
fa n ta s t ic  c o n c lu s io n s .

L y c a n th r o p y  is n o w  re g a rd e d  as a 
fo r m  o f  in s a n ity  c a u s in g  th e  v ic t im  to  
b e lie v e  th a t  h e is t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  a 
fe ro c io u s  a n im a l d u r in g  sleep . T h e  
m a n ia  c a n , h o w e v e r , e x te n d  in to  w a k in g  
h o u rs , so m e tim e s  w ith  tra g ic  co n se  
q u e n c e s . U n d e r  th e  d e lu s io n  th a t  th ey  
h ad  ch a n g e d  in to  a n im a ls , d e m e n te d  
p erso n s h a v e  a tta c k e d  o th e rs  a n d  b it te n  
th e m  sev e re ly , o c c a s io n a lly  fa ta lly .

T h i s  fo rm  o f  ly c a n th r o p y  is su sta in e d  
b y  d re a m s  in  w h ic h  th e  p a tie n t sees 
h im s e lf  c h a n g e  in to  a n  a n im a l, escap e 
f ro m  h is  h o u se , a n d  d is a p p e a r  in to  so m e 
n e a rb y  fo re s t  o r  sp arse ly  se ttle d  re g io n . 
U s u a lly , th e  d re a m  e n d s  a t  th is  p o in t, 
b u t in th e  m o r n in g  w h e n  a w a k e n in g , 
th e  su ffe re r  is p ossessed  by th e  b lin d  
fe a r  th a t  h e  h a s  co m m itte d  so m e te rr ib le  
in c id e n t . I f  it o c cu rre d  th a t on  th e  
sa m e  n ig h t  a n im a ls  h a d  a tta c k e d  c a ttle  
o r  e v e n  p ro w le d  a b o u t , h o w lin g  o r  bay  
in g  a t th e  m o o n , th e  su ffe re r  to o k  it fo r  
g ra n te d  th a t h e  h ad  jo in e d  th e  w o lf  
p a ck  an d  p a rtic ip a te d  in  its  n o c tu rn a l 
o rg y . W h e n  th e  c o m m u n ity  as a w h o le  
b e liev ed  in  w e re w o lv e s , c irc u m s ta n tia l  
e v id e n ce  to o k  o n  g r e a te r  im p o rta n c e , 
an d  im a g in a t io n  su p p lie d  a n y  d eta il 
o th e rw is e  o b sc u re .

I t  se e m s th a t  so m n a m b u lis m  w a s re  
sp o n s ib le  fo r  so m e fa c to rs . A  sleep  
w a lk e r  m ig h t  u n la tc h  d o o rs  a n d  w in  
d o w s, m o v e  fu r n itu r e , a n d  le a v e  in d ic a  
t io n s  th a t h e  h ad  b e en  o u t o f  d o o rs . H e  
m ig h t  a lso  be seen  c ith e r  d e p a r t in g  or 
r e tu r n in g , an d  w h e n  c o n fro n te d  w ith  
p ro o f  o f  su ch  n o c tu rn a l m e a n d c r in g s , 
th e  a fflic ted  p erso n  h ad  n o  d iff icu lty  in 
b e lie v in g  th a t  h e  h a d  e n g a g e d  in  m o re  
a c tiv e  e n te rp r ise s  w h ile  u n co n sc io u s  o f  
h is  d o in g s .

C a se s  o f  w e re w o lv e s  a rc  co m p a r a tiv e  
ly  ra re  in  m o d e rn  c o m m u n it ie s . A  g e n  
e ra l d is b e lie f  te n d s to p re v e n t th e  m in d  
fro m  in d u lg in g  in  su ch  fa n ta s t ic  sp e cu la  

t io n s . A ls o , it is c o m p a ra tiv e ly  easy  to 
c h e c k  u p o n  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  th o se  
m e n ta lly  u n b a la n c e d . T h e s e  c o n d it io n s , 
h o w e v e r , d o  n o t p re v e n t th o se  serio u sly  
d e ra n g e d  fro m  im a g in in g  th a t  th e y  ta k e  
a n im a l fo r m s  as th e  re su lt o f  sp e lls  cast 
u p o n  th e m  by  u n sc r u p u lo u s  m a g ic ia n s . 

E v e n  to d a y , m e n ta l in s titu t io n s  are  
fo rce d  to  co p e  w ith  p ro b le m s o f  th is  
k in d . U n d e r  c e r ta in  p re ssu res , th e  
d re a m -life  o f  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  c a n  b e  
co m e  so v iv id  as to  c h a lle n g e  th e  su  
p re m a cy  o f  th e  w a k in g  sta te . I f  th e  
te m p e r a m e n t  is se n s it iv e  to  c e r ta in  b e  
l ie fs , th e se  m a y  be c a rr ie d  in to  sleep  
a n d  resu lt in  e x tr a o r d in a r y  h a llu c in a  
t io n s .

I t  is p o ssib le  th a t  th e  w e re w o lf  e x p e r i  
e n c e , c o n sid e re d  p s y ch o lo g ica lly , sh o u ld  
b e  in c lu d e d  u n d e r  th e  g e n e r a l h e a d in g  
o f  a ta v is m . M a n  is n o t so  fa r  re m o v e d  
fro m  p r im itiv e  ty p es  as h e  m ig h t  l ik e  
to  b e lie v e . T h e r e  is s o m e th in g  o f  th e  
sa v a g e  in  th e  su b c o n sc io u s  o f  th e  so p h is  
t ic a te . Im p u ls e s  o f  c ru e lty , re v e n g e , to  
say  n o th in g  o f  a n  a ll-p e r v a d in g  b e llig e r  
e n c e , b in d s  m o d e rn  m a n  to  h is  cav e  a n  
ce s to rs . I t  m a y  g o  e v e n  fu r th e r . S o m e  
th in g  o f  th e  a n im a l k in g d o m  lin g e rs  in 
th e  su b co n s c io u s  o f  th e  p re co c io u s  b ip ed . 

H e  still  re sp o n d s w ith  p r im itiv e  sa v a g  
e ry  to  c e r ta in  s t im u li, a n d  w h e n , fo r  o n e  
re a so n  o r  a n o th e r , th e  m e n ta l fa c u lt ie s  
d e te r io ra te , th e  a n im a l p ro p e n sitie s  a re  
n e a r ly  a lw a y s  in cre a se d .

T h o s e  w h o  h av e  v is ited  in  re m o te  
p la ce s  a n d  h a v e  fe lt  th e  p re ssu re  o f  sav  
a g e  p sy ch o lo g y  r e a liz e  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  
e n v ir o n m e n t  u p o n  m e n ta l o r ie n ta tio n . 
O n  a d a rk  n ig h t  in  th e  C o n g o  re g io n , 
th e  a ir  p u ls in g  w ith  th e  rh y th m s  o f  
g r e a t  d ru m s , th e  m a rv e lo u s  a n d  th e  
m ir a c u lo u s  lo se  th e ir  s tra n g e n e s s . A ta  
v is tic  im p u lse s  su d d e n ly  c o m e  to  th e  
su r fa c e , a n d  th e  c iv iliz e d  m a n  is lit t le  
less te r r if ie d  th a n  h is  ju n g le  n e ig h b o r . 
I n  f a c t ,  w h e n  p u rsu ed  by so m e  g h o s tly  
fo r m , w h ite  m e n  u su a lly  o u td is ta n c e  th e  
n a tiv e  in  th e  ra p id ity  o f  th e ir  d e p a rtu re . 
B a c k  in  th e  C lu b , th ey  a ssu re  th e  w o rld  
th a t  th ey  w e re  n o t a fra id — th e y  w e re  
ju s t  ta k in g  n o  c h a n c e s .
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L Y C A O N  T R A N S F O R M E D  I N T O  A  W O L F

If a lifetime of prosaic convictions 
cannot protect the civilized man, it is 
no wonder that the savage falls under 
the spell. With few realistic explana 
tions for the phenomena of life, primi 
tive man sought the reasons for the un 
usual in his code of the supernatural. 
To be perfectly frank, modern science 
has not found satisfactory answers for 
many problems that plague the savage 
mind. The present policy is to gather 
these mysteries into a bundle and label 
them psychological aberrations. Thus 
the term psychology becomes a word to 
cover a vast amount of scientific uncer 
tainty.

It is well-known that primitive people 
have remarkable psychic sensitivity. In 
this, they probably share the instinctual 
awareness evident in the higher animals. 
The world of psychic phenomena still 
waits to be explored, but modern man 
is more concerned with objective prob 
lems than he is with the subjective 
forces which surround him in Nature. 
This is not a defense of werewolves, but 
rather an explanation of the conditions 
which perpetuate the belief. Like the 
witchcraft mania that afflicted an other 

wise rather sober citizenry of both 
Europe and New England, hallucina 
tions often affect masses, moving whole 
groups away from common sense and 
in the direction of collective delusion. 
A panic is an example of collective fear, 
and it spreads like wild fire among 
those normally poised and self-sufficient.

In the last century, the American 
people, barely aware of the implications 
of electricity, became obsessed with the 
importance and curative power of mag 
netic belts. These were sold by the 
thousands and consisted simply of small 
pieces of metal attached to appropriate 
waistbands. They were formidable-look 
ing contrivances, completely worthless, 
but the miracles attributed to them con 
founded the entire medical profession. 
These belts did everything but raise the 
dead, and, like the patent medicine 
trade, cured countless sufferers of ail 
ments they never had. We merely point 
out the power of belief to accomplish 
that which is believed.

Even in the memory of the living, 
witchcraft has flourished. It is still a 
force to reckon with in great American 
cities; and in backward communities,



68 H O R I Z O N Spring

eccentric persons are firmly believed to 
exercise baneful influences. Cases of 
wereowls are still reported among the 
Indian tribes of the American South 
west, and scarcely a Spanish-American 
village in New Mexico is without a 
bruja—a witch-woman. If bewitched, 
the sufferer must find a young boy 
whose first name is Jesus, exchange 
clothes with him, and wear the clothes 
inside out. This is a reasonably sure 
cure.

Another explanation of the old belief 
rather rationalizes the situation. A 
werewolf may only be a human being 
who has permitted himself to become 
dominated by his own animal instincts. 
Thus, he may be a man in appearance,

but a wolf by nature. Pythagoras 
pointed out that the enlightened human 
being is a man in a world of beasts, 
and the unenlightened human being, a 
beast in a world of men. When de 
pravity destroys humaneness in the hu 
man creature, all that remains is a rag 
ing animal, determined to survive at the 
expense of his fellow creatures. The 
Pythagorean doctrine, to the effect that 
those who practiced animal excesses 
were reborn in the bodies of brutes, has 
been interpreted as transmigration. It 
is much more probable, however, that 
the great Greek sage really meant re 
birth in a human shape but with an 
animal-like soul. In all, it is an inter 
esting subject if we seek out the moral 
implications.

N O TABLE FACTS D EPARTM EN T

In an early edition of Shakespeare, each page contained 42,880 separate 
pieces of type and spacing material, each piece set by hand.

The author of a religious tract included fifteen pages of errata at the 
end of his book. He explained that the devil was to blame for his errors. 
First, the evil one had permitted the manuscript into a kennel where the dogs 
had mutilated it considerably, and then it had passed to a printer who made 
so many mistakes in the composition that he was obviously bewitched.

An epitaph to Cardinal Richelieu, by a poet dependent upon his Eminence 
for a living, may be quoted:

“Here lies, egad ’tis very true!
The illustrious Cardinal Richelieu:
My grief is genuine— void of whim!
Alas! my pension lies with him!”

Paschal, the historiographer of France, continually announced the appear 
ance of his newest books. Title after title was brought to public attention so 
that he could claim his pension, but when he died it was discovered that his 
total historical writings consisted of less than six pages.



Nostradamus

D EA TH —IN A GOLDEN CAGE

Daughter of Italy’s most powerful 
family, niece of a Pope, wife of Europe’s 
most puissant ruler and mother of three 
kings, Catherine de’ Medici was a 
woman to be reckoned with. Her in 
domitable spirit overshadowed France 
for half a century.

As Lord Bacon observes in his cele 
brated Essay on Prophecy, the Queen 
Mother “was given to curious arts.” 
She had brought with her to France a 
veneration for things occult, a predilec 
tion for which the de Medicis had long 
been famous. Modern writers pass 
lightly over the Queen’s “superstitions,” 
but there is considerable evidence that 
Catherine herself possessed the gift of 
second sight and a clairvoyant aware 
ness of occurrences taking place in dis 
tant parts.

During the religious wars which bur 
dened the latter years of her life, Cath 
erine described in detail the death of 
Louis, Prince de Conde, although the 
incident occurred several days journey 
from Metz, where the Queen was lying 
dangerously ill. After the death of the 
old Cardinal de Lorraine, whose passing 
was revealed to her in a dream, she 
declared that his spirit visited her at 
night, disturbed her rest, and caused 
terror to her none-too-comfortable con 
science.

Catherine’s attitude toward sorcery is 
indicated by several fragments of con 
temporary history. She was party to a 
conspiracy to dispose of various impor 
tant Huguenot leaders by devious meth 

ods of enchantment. Typical of such 
methods are the images which were 
made of their intended victims, the 
joints of which were filled with screws 
of various sizes. By tightening these 
screws according to a mathematical pat 
tern or formula, it was hoped that the 
persons whom the figures represented 
would be brought to speedy dissolution.

When the great necromancer, Cosimo 
Ruggieri, was charged with wizardry 
against her son’s life, Catherine accused 
him of diabolic intent and caused him 
to be thoroughly tortured. Like the old 
Roman emperors, Catherine held the 
practice of the occult arts to be a royal 
prerogative, and indulgence therein by 
those of lesser station to constitute lese 
majesty.

During the early years of her reign, 
Catherine included among her counsel 
ors the celebrated mathematician-astrol 
oger, Lucas Gauricus, Bishop of Civitate. 
She placed implicit confidence in the 
opinions of this learned man, and had 
him calculate not only her own nativity 
but also that of her husband, Henry II, 
King of France.

However, the King, an energetic and 
extroverted man, placed small reliance 
upon the pronouncements of his wife’s 
soothsayers. Even when Gauricus made 
the solemn prediction that Henry would 
die from a duel near the forty-first year

69
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of his life, Henry failed to be impressed. 
Catherine, who had premonitions of her 
own, was deeply affected.

Years later when Nostradamus pub 
lished the first part of his celebrated 
Centuries, Catherine at once recalled the 
fateful words of Gauricus. In the 35th 
quatrain of the “First Century,” Nostra 
damus describes the circumstances under 
which the death of Henry II would 
occur. Catherine communicated with 
Claude de Savoie, Governor of Provence, 
ordering him to make arrangements for 
the immediate presentation of Nostra 
damus at the court.

When he arrived in Paris on August 
15, 1556, by royal post, after a month’s 
hard travel, Nostradamus was met by 
the constable of France and conducted 
to the royal palace, where the excite 
ment caused by his appearance was 
rivaled only by the visit of some ruling 
monarch. The assembled courtiers, 
however, were permitted only a brief 
glimpse of the famous doctor. In re 
sponse to Catherine’s orders, he was 
conducted immediately to her private 
cabinet, where he was received by the 
King. Their Majesties then demanded 
that he explain the meaning of the mys 
terious quatrain; they also commissioned 
him to read the nativities of their three 
sons.

Nostradamus assured the Queen that 
her husband would perish in combat 
with a lone adversary, and that her three 
sons would all become kings. Cather 
ine, a devoted if unfaithful wife, was 
visibly affected by both predictions. She 
pondered the strange verse which con 
tained the sinister warnings of Henry’s 
impending death:

“The young lion will overcome 
the old one,

In a field of battle by an 
extraordinary duel:

In a golden cage he will 
pierce his eye,

Two loppings one, then to die, 
cruel death.”

The King’s reaction was one of anx 
iety mingled with amusement. But 
Catherine reminded him of the earlier 
prophecy of Gauricus; two warnings, 
both by men of proved scholarship, 
could not be entirely dismissed. The 
defense mechanism in Henry’s mind, 
however, was simple and apparently con 
clusive. As King, he could not be chal 
lenged by any private gentleman. The 
only man in Europe with whom he 
could fight a duel was the King of 
Spain, and such a challenge was beyond 
credibility. If ever fate should bring 
about the possibility of such a combat, 
he would bear the prediction in mind.

Henry then placed the two predictions 
—the first by Gauricus and the second 
by Nostradamus— in a special casket 
near his person. On rare occasions he 
would take out the prophecies and puz 
zle over their meaning. Though Cath 
erine tried to explain to Nostradamus 
the unreasonableness of his prediction, 
the astrologer refused to revise his ver 
dict.

On July 1, 1599, Henry proclaimed a 
tournament in honor of the marriage of 
his daughter, Elizabeth of France, with 
Philip II of Spain. The place selected 
was in the Rue Saint Antoine, then well 
beyond the limits of the city. Later the 
Bastille was built upon this site. Henry 
de Valois, a man of great personal cour 
age, was also quite an exhibitionist. 
His favorite sport was jousting, and on 
this gala occasion of his daughter’s mar 
riage, he listed himself as prepared to
meet all contestants.

The King’s skill with the lance was 
well-known throughout France, and an 
enormous crowd had gathered to wit 
ness the contest. As a young man Hen 
ry had often tilted with his father, 
Francis I, and carried to his grave the 
scars of these early tournaments.

In the course of the day’s festivities,
the King broke a lance with the Duke
of Savoy and another with the Duke of 
Guise. His third course was with 
young Gabriel de Montgomery, Comte 
de Lorges, a nobleman with estates in
Normandy and captain of the King’s
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Scottish Guards. The young Comte 
took his tilting seriously and the two 
men met at the barrier with a terrific 
shock. Their lances were splintered, 
the King lost his stirrup, and the im 
pact was so great that Henry was visibly 
shaken in his saddle.

Unaccustomed to so doughty an ad 
versary, Henry was both astonished and 
somewhat annoyed at not making a bet 
ter showing before so illustrious a gal 
lery. He immediately challenged Mont 
gomery to another course. When the 
latter tried to excuse himself, the King 
commanded.

Catherine, who had dreamed of her 
husband’s death the night before, waited 
anxiously for the day to end. She sent 
a message from the ladies’ gallery, beg 
ging her husband not to ride again. 
The Duke of Savoy also reminded the 
King that the hour was late and recom 
mended a postponement. But Henry 
was obstinate— he would ride once more 
against the young Norman lion!

Thus it came to pass that the incred 
ible predictions made by both Gauricus 
and Nostradamus were fulfilled. The 
King, in his haste or carelessness, neg 
lected to properly fasten the gilded bea 
ver of his helmet. Taking their positions 
in the lists, the riders balanced their 
lances, spurred their horses, and the tilt 
was on.

Montgomery’s lance struck the King’s 
helmet, tearing away part of the plum 
age and crest. The shaft was shattered 
and the truncheon of his splintered lance 
crashed full into the King’s visor. The 
half-fastened catch came loose, and sev 
eral long splinters pierced Henry’s eye 
and penetrated the brain. With a 
scream, Catherine fainted.

Assisted from his horse, Henry tried 
to make light of the accident and at 
tempted to walk up the palace staircase 
with the aid of the Duke de Guise and 
the Cardinal de Lorraine. The best phy 
sicians of the day were immediately 
summoned, and they removed a splinter 
of wood four inches long from the 
wound, also several smaller pieces.

The king stood the pain with the 
greatest fortitude, and it was hoped 
that he might survive with the loss of 
an eye. After the painful operation he 
was in excellent spirits and commanded 
the Comte de Montgomery to be 
brought to his bedside. He assured the 
young man that he fully realized the 
mishap was accidental and bore him no 
unkindness.

After several days, symptoms of blood 
poisoning set in and it became obvious 
that the injury would prove mortal. At 
the deathbed of Henry II, the two great 
est scientists of the 16th century met— 
Andreas Vesalius, the first modern anat 
omist, and Ambroise Paré, known as 
“the father of French surgery.”

Every effort was made to determine 
the nature of the injury caused by the 
splinters. Similar pieces of wood were 
driven into the skulls of executed crim 
inals in an effort to discover the prob 
able courses that the sharp sticks might 
have taken. But the scientific knowl 
edge of the time was inadequate, and 
on the eleventh day after the accident, 
days of excruciating pain, Henry II died 
in the 41st year of his life.

Thus was brought to complete ful 
fillment the cryptic quatrain of Nostra 
damus. What Henry had ridiculed as 
impossible or improbable had finally 
come to pass. The “field of battle” was 
the tournament; the “extraordinary 
duel” was the joust; the splinters had 
pierced the King’s “eye;” “the golden 
cage” was his gilded visor; and, finally, 
he had died “a cruel death.” Even the 
psychological factor was also intimated. 
Henry would probably never have rid 
den the second time had not the youth 
of his opponent challenged his own ad 
vancing years; “The young lion will 
overcome the old one,” the quatrain 
said.

The fate of the Comte de Montgomery 
has been variously commented upon by 
later historians. Though Henry ab 
solved him of all blame, there were 
those who maintained that Montgomery’s 
failure to cast up the handle of his 
broken lance was deliberate. Granting
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such a charge to be true, then the com 
bat becomes an “extraordinary duel” 
in actuality rather than a mere joust.

The 30th quatrain of the “3rd Cen 
tury” has been interpreted to predict 
the fate that would befall Montgomery. 
The words of Nostradamus read:

“He who in battle and sword 
with bellicose deed,

Will have carried the prize 
greater than he,

By night to the bed six will 
put the pike to him,

Nude, without armor suddenly 
will be overcome.”

Nostradamus had other things to say 
about the fate of his royal patrons. 
The 55th quatrain of the “3rd Century” 
contains a cryptic account of that which 
was to follow. It opens with the lines:

“In the year that an eye 
will reign in France,

The court will be in
very awkward trouble.”

Most interpreters agree that the phrase 
“that an eye” means “one-eyed” or some 
person with a single eye. The ten days 
during which Henry II lay dying from 
the lance wound is the only time in 
history that a one-eyed king ever ruled 
in France. Henry’s successor, Francis 
II, a delicate boy of sixteen, died the 
following year. His younger brother, 
Charles IX, ascended the throne in his 
tenth year, and lived only to the age of 
24.

Catherine’s third son, Henry III, then 
became king, thus fulfilling the other 
prediction made by Nostradamus, for he 
had told Catherine that her three sons 
would each ascend the throne. She 
had hoped to see them kings of Europe 
—she did not suspect that for all three 
it would be the same throne.

Henry III was the last of the Valois. 
The second “lopping” mentioned by the 
seer certainly implied the assassination 
of Catherine’s third son. Nostradamus 
correctly described the circumstances of

the death of Henry III in the following 
prophetic line from one of his Presages:

“T he King-King will be no more, 
o f the Gentle one destroyed!’

Henry III was the “King-King,” for 
he had been crowned King of Poland 
just prior to becoming King of France. 
He was, therefore, twice a king. Henry 
III was corrupt, useless, and weak. He 
moved in an atmosphere of plots and 
counterplots. The evil that he schemed 
for others finally overwhelmed him.

One morning the king’s attendants 
informed him that a monk named 
Clement brought news from Paris. Beg 
ging permission to whisper important 
tiding in the royal ear, the little monk 
came close to the king and drove a dag 
ger through his body. Again, the ten 
ure of Henry’s rule—fifteen years— 
came to a violent end as Nostradamus 
had foretold.

The riddle of Nostradamus’ curious 
words, “of the Gentle one destroyed,” 
is thus explained. Not only does the 
term “Gentle one” apply to a religious 
recluse normally given to the works of 
God, but the assassin’s name (Clement) 
means “clemency” or “gentleness.”

This points up another problem in 
the interpretation of the famous quat 
rains. In the arrangement of the words 
themselves arc hidden subtle meanings, 
which are revealed in their true sense 
only upon fulfillment of the prophecies. 
This is but another striking confirma 
tion of the belief that it was Nostra 
damus’ deliberate intention so to word 
his predictions that their significance 
could not fully be understood until the 
incident had actually taken place.

In 1560, Catherine de’ Medici again 
commanded Nostradamus to attend her 
in Paris. The summons was probably 
welcome to the astrologer-physician. He 
was passing through a period of almost 
constant persecution at Salon. The phy 
sicians and apothecaries, jealous of his 
fame, had spread the rumor that Nostra 
damus was in league with Beelzebub. 
Aroused against Nostradamus, the
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townsfolk burned his effigy on the steps 
of the cathedral. They then paraded 
through the streets and threatened to 
burn the prophet himself if he could be 
found.

To a man threatened with the possi 
bility of being dragged before the In 
quisitional Court, Catherine’s summons 
came as a miraculous intervention. The 
local tide turned immediately in his 
favor. The people of Salon, when they 
learned that their physician had been 
called to the Court as an advisor to the 
Queen, found their bitterness had been 
sweetened to a justifiable pride. The 
community was honored that one of its 
illustrious residents should have the royal 
ear.

Mounted on his favorite mule and 
attended by the Queen’s pages, Nostra 
damus rode out of Salon amidst the 
cheers of his erstwhile persecutors. His 
reputation as a prophet and as a diviner 
of the mysteries of futurity had preceded 
him. The rich, in the communities 
through which he passed, implored him 
to examine their nativities; the sick 
begged the privilege of an audience in 
the hope of securing some of his infal 
lible prescriptions.

Reaching Paris, Nostradamus was im 
mediately conducted to the Queen, who 
received him in the presence of her sons. 
Catherine had changed much since 
those other days when Nostradamus had 
first predicted for her the future of 
France. After the death of Henry II, 
the Queen had put on the deepest 
mourning and continued to dress in 
black throughout the rest of her life. 
Never a beautiful woman, she became 
less prepossessing with age. The in 
trigues in her soul etched deep lines 
upon her face. Her hollow cheeks re 
vealed the shadows upon her conscience. 
Her deep-set eyes blazed with a fanatical 
light. She was as proud as Lucifer and, 
like this fallen angel, was resolved to 
be ruler over all the kingdoms of the 
earth.

After her husband’s tragic end as the 
result of the tournament at St. Antoine, 
she gave herself up completely to the

fulfillment of personal ambitions. These 
ambitions were centered largely in her 
three sons, for each of whom she plotted 
a kingdom. It was not so much Cath 
erine’s desire to be the mother of kings 
as to dominate, through them, the States 
that they should govern.

She relaxed her ambitions sufficiently 
to wage war upon the obstinate Hugue 
nots. There can be no doubt that she 
was directly responsible for the Massacre 
of St. Bartholomew’s Eve. Her reli 
gious piety was exceeded only by her 
addiction to political intrigue.

Nostradamus himself, though but 
fifty-seven years of age, was beginning 
to show the effects of a life devoted to 
ceaseless toil. Wearied with fighting the 
plague, and saddened by the bitterness 
in his professional life, the astrologer- 
physician was old before his time. Al 
ready his back was bent, his long beard 
was quite gray, his step less firm. He 
leaned upon his staff as a man clings to 
one of life’s rare certainties.

Catherine had built a chateau at 
Chaumont-sur-Loire. It was a fantastic 
place, combining her love of glory with 
the strange superstitions of her Italian 
soul. Her new palace included a great 
room set aside for occult experiments. 
Here she assembled the elaborate para 
phernalia of ceremonial magic, and to 
this laboratory of sorcery she invited the 
best magicians of the day. To Cath 
erine, prayer was not sufficient to her 
purposes. She constantly implored di 
vine assistance, but in order to be doubly 
sure that her plots worked out, she 
would not scorn to use the Devil’s aid.

The Queen regarded Nostradamus as 
possessed of infinite supernatural powers. 
She led the astrologer to the great labo 
ratory and commissioned him to practice 
there whatever arts might further her 
intrigues. Too wise a man not to re 
alize the precariousness of his position, 
Nostradamus did the only thing possible 
under the circumstances; he refused to 
have any dealings with political con 
cerns, and took refuge behind his pro 
phetic abilities. Knowing what had hap 
pened to the Italian thaumaturgist,
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Cosimo Ruggieri, Nostradamus did not 
wish to end his life on the rack as had 
this unfortunate Florentine.

Nostradamus spent most of his life 
fighting the plague and the physicians, 
and it is an open question which he 
regarded as the greater evil. The “big 
wigs” of medicine never have been kind 
ly to the practitioner who departs from 
traditional methods. The astrologer- 
physician continued to practice accord 
ing to his own convictions, and the more 
vigorously his methods were attacked 
the more resolutely he defended them.

Nostradamus returned to Salon after 
his interviews with Catherine de’ Medici 
and resumed his private practice. His 
reputation was now enhanced by several 
almanacs he had already published, but 
to further complicate his affairs, his 
verses were pirated by unscrupulous pub 
lishers and charlatans who printed non 
sense under his name. Every effort to 
discover the perpetrators of these impos 
tures was in vain.

Then, in 1563, the Black Death re 
turned; this time at Salon. For a while 
the astrologer found one evil substituted 
for another. The primary problem of 
survival thrust prejudice into the back 
ground. Men soon found themselves 
too busy trying to preserve their own 
physical lives to have any time or 
thought for personal or public quarrels.

As usual, in their emergency, they 
turned to the one and only man who 
had never failed them, although they, 
in turn, had often failed him—Doctor 
Nostradamus. To the victims of the 
plague, it made little difference whether 
God or the Devil had brewed the medi 
cine; their only desire was to recover! 
This last encounter of Nostradamus with 
his ancient enemy, the Black Death, 
wrought its havoc in the old man’s life. 
He was never stricken with the disease, 
but his aging body no longer was 
strong enough to support him during 
his long vigils with the sick.

While the plague was at its height, 
word came that the boy King, Charles 
IX , accompanied by the Queen Mother, 
was on his way to Salon to consult

Nostradamus. The stricken city was 
in no condition to receive the royal 
guests. The citizens had scattered to 
the countryside to escape the plague, 
and only after considerable effort was 
it possible to assemble a representative 
group of prominent personages to re 
ceive their majesties.

When the royal party arrived, the 
city fathers who could be found put on 
their best manners and attempted to 
appear impressive. The boy King 
looked them over and with not even a 
pretense of acknowledgment of their 
greeting, blundy announced: “I want to 
see Doctor Nostradamus.” The astrol 
oger was among the delegates, and he 
was immediately advanced and pre 
sented to the King. There and then 
Charles IX  bestowed upon Nostradamus 
the title, “Physician and Counsellor in 
Ordinary to His Majesty.” After this 
royal gesture, Nostradamus enjoyed con 
siderably more of the community’s re 
spect.

A strange life was drawing rapidly to 
its end. Men did not live so long in 
those days. Though a few attained ripe 
years, there were too many hazards 
against health, and, measured by 16th- 
century standards, Nostradamus was an 
old man. Today he would have had 
many good years before him, but then 
only the benevolence of Providence 
could preserve even princes to their six 
tieth year. Those not killed by the 
plague died of their physicians; and if 
they escaped the smallpox, the apothe 
caries poisoned them.

The gout, which had bothered Nostra 
damus for some years, had now turned to 
an arthritic dropsy, and each day the dis 
ease grew worse. At first, the doctor 
resolutely opposed his infirmities and out 
lined his usual habits. As the months 
passed by, however, it became increas 
ingly difficult for him to go abroad. At 
last he was confined to his room. He 
would sit at his bench for a little time, 
and when the weariness grew too great 
would take to his bed and rest. The last 
months of his life—to use his own words 
—were spent between “bed and bench.”
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Like all thoughtful men, he made his 
will. He divided his monies among his 
wife and daughters, and to his “dear 
Anne” he left the “furnitures” of her 
house. His books, together with his 
letters, manuscripts and miscellaneous 
papers, he left to that one of his sons 
who would profit the most from the 
study of them. He made no inventory 
of his effects, but instructed that his 
papers should be put in baskets and 
locked in one of the rooms of his house 
until his sons should be of age. It was 
then to be decided which son should re 
ceive them.

He next bequeathed some monies to 
chapels and holy orders with considera 
tion for the poor. His three sons were 
his residuary heirs. The executors of 
the will were Palamede Mark, Lord of 
Chateauneuf, and Jacques de Suffren, 
Escuyer. In the will is an unusual sec 
tion giving a detailed account of 3,444 
pieces of money. This description is 
believed to be a key to the numerical 
ciphers used in his predictions.

As might be expected, Nostradamus 
predicted his own death. On the bench 
beside him was the almanac of Jean 
Stadius, and opposite the date June 30 
he had written “Hie prope mors est” 
(Here is death at hand). Earlier he 
had described the circumstance in one 
of his Prophetic Presages:

“Upon returning from a mission, 
gift of the King, back to place,

Nothing more will occur,
I shall have gone to God;

Near ones, friends, brothers 
of my blood

Will find me dead, near to the bed 
and the bench.”

Chavigny, his faithful disciple, who 
visited Nostradamus on the evening of 
July 1, 1566, found the sick man in good 
spirits. He gives the following record 
of his last meeting with Nostradamus: 
“The day before he exchanged this life 
for a better, after I had spent many 
hours with him, and late at night was 
taking leave of him until the following

morning, he said, ‘You will not see me 
alive at sunrise.’ ” This, the prophet’s 
last prediction, was fulfilled. In the 
morning he was found dead at his 
bench, an open book before him. Like 
the old Greek scholar, he was a student 
to the end.

Some fanatics once approached Nos 
tradamus and accused him of being a 
sorcerer, warning him that on his death 
the Devil would surely come and drag 
him away by his feet. To which Nos 
tradamus replied: “Go on with you, 
wicked, dusty feet. Never will you 
walk on my throat, neither during my 
life nor after my death.”

By historians, this incident is regarded 
as the basis for his express desire to be 
buried in an upright position. So, in 
accordance with his wishes, Nostra 
damus was buried in the wall of the 
Chapel of Saint Martha, in the Fran 
ciscan Church of Les Cordeliers at Salon.

The 17th-century citizens of Salon 
had a legend to the effect that, like the 
British Merlin, Nostradamus lived on 
in his tomb surrounded by his papers, 
pens, and books, and wrote more proph 
ecies by the light of his ever-burning 
lamp. And whoever should lift the lid 
of the tomb, they believed, would perish 
on the spot. By the 18th century, how 
ever, this legend had lost its terror, for 
in 1791 the Church of Les Cordeliers 
was destroyed by the Revolutionists. 
The remains of Nostradamus, together 
with those of his son, were carried to 
Saint Laurent and there reinterred.

His son, Caesar, placed a bust of his 
father above the tomb, and his widow 
composed the following epitaph: “Here
rest the bones of the most illustrious 
MICHAEL NOSTRADAMUS, alone in 
the judgment of mortals worthy to re 
cord the future events of the entire world 
under the influence of the stars. He 
lived sixty-two years, six months and 
seventeen days. He died at Salon in
the year 1566. Let not posterity dis 
turb his peace. Anne Ponsart Jumelle 
(Gemelle) hopes for her husband true 
felicity.”
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Gradually, through the alchemy of 
time, the baser metals of jealousy and 
intolerance are transmuted into the mel 
low gold of human charity.

The doctors who had hated Nostra 
damus alive now honored Nostradamus 
dead. The apothecaries now remem 
bered him only as a conscientious prac 
titioner whose scruples were not without 
justification. The religionists, both 
Catholic and Protestant, now found pre 
dictions in the prophet’s verses favor 
able to their causes and decided that he 
had moments of true vision.

For the citizenry, however, it re 
mained to bestow the final mark of ap 
probation. There was already a foun 
tain enriched by one of his quotations; 
but this was not deemed enough. In 
extraordinary session it was decreed that 
hereafter, and unto perpetuity, the street 
on which he had lived should be known 
as Rue Nostradamus.

The prophet lives on, not in his tomb, 
but in the deathless memory of time 
which is the final resting-place of the 
great.

And so it came to pass that a prophet 
was found at last who was not without 
honor to his own country!

n p H E  prophetic spirit, as Nostradamus 
calls it, began to emerge through 

him, but being a scientifically trained 
man, he was not interested in the va 
garies of visions and dreams, so he set 
to work to organize these things mathe 
matically. Some say this was done as- 
trologically; others say, gcomantically; 
but he reduced all of these visions and 
dreams to names, times, and places, be 
ing quite disinterested in abstruse, ob 
scure, or indefinite types of material.

The first prophecies, that we know 
to have originated from Nostradamus 
do not bear his name, but they were 
preserved in the records of his monas 
tery. At the time of the French Revolu 
tion these prophecies were confiscated 
with other church property and came 
into the hands of Napoleon I, who, dis 
covering that he was mentioned in 
them, kept them with him to the end 
of his life.

The predictions of Nostradamus con 
cerning Napoleon are indicative of his 
general approach to the problem of 
prophecy. They were written about 
1535 and concerned events that would 
occur between 1750 and 1825. We are 
dealing with an arc of over 200 years 
of time before these prophecies could 
come true.

Let us see what Nostradamus said 
about Napoleon. (Remember that all 
this material is written exactly as I am 
telling it. I have examined the original 
edition of the prophecies which was 
compiled in 1560.) Nostradamus said: 
“A man will be born near France. He 
will divide the armies of the French 
and will pass between them and become 
the leader of them; he will never be 
king but he will be proclaimed emperor; 
he will marry twice and have one son; 
this man will carry an eagle in his hand 
as the symbol of his authority, and his 
peculiar emblem will be two verticals 
and an oblique.” (Two vertical lines 
and an oblique for the letter N.)

“He will conquer nation after nation 
until the powers of Europe rise against 
him, defeat him and exile him to a rock. 
Here he will remain for a time, then 
return to France and rule for a hundred 
days. After that, he will be defeated 
again and die upon a rock in the sea.” 
(That’s not bad prophecy for incidents 
which were to occur 200 years later.)

Nostradamus gives us an interesting 
and amazing slant on the shape of 
things that are to come, and we cannot 
but realize that there must be some laws 
operating in Nature by which such 
phenomena can be produced. If it is 
possible for any human being, by any
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means whatsoever, to anticipate the fu 
ture, then there must be laws govern 
ing this; there must be some image or 
pattern of the future for anyone to be 
able to tune it in, or discover it, or be 
come sensitive to it.

Napoleon had not yet been born. 
There was nothing available to the nor 
mal mind of man that could have told 
anyone that a man would be born near 
France, become emperor, marry twice, 
have one son, and die on a rock. That 
does not fit into the things we regard 
as possible, but we are beginning to re 
alize more and more that the possible 
and the impossible as terms are merely 
limitations which we ourselves place 
upon things we do not know very much 
about; and we know so little about so 
much that it does not pay us to be too 
dogmatic about that which is possible 
and that which is not.

Nostradamus says that after he had 
completed his prophetic “Centuries” he 
saw a pattern or picture of world events 
so complicated and so awe-inspiring, so 
enormous in terms of human suffering 
and human misfortune, so horrible in 
the terms of the things that human be 
ings would do to each other in the 
name of civilization and progress, that 
he wondered whether it was wise to re 
veal to the world the misfortunes that 
lay ahead. Would man’s initiative, his 
hopes, and his dreams be shattered if 
he realized the terrible things that he 
would have to go through in order to 
find the peace and security that he was 
seeking?

Nostradamus came to the conclusion 
that it was not good to reveal too clear 
ly these things that might too profound 
ly influence the course of human living. 
So he rewrote the prophecies, obscur 
ing them, veiling them, so that only 
scholarship could reveal the meaning. 
He said: “In many instances it will be 
impossible to interpret my prophecy un 
til the event itself occurs. Then you will 
discover that I have placed within the 
prophecy somewhere a key, a peculiar, 
limiting circumstance by which it is 
possible to perceive that this event, and

this event only, is the fulfillment of it.” 
Here is an example of it.

Nostradamus wrote, “The French 
shall advance toward Montgolfier and a 
man under the hole shall give the warn 
ing.” Studious checking did not dis 
close any place in France, or in the 
French Empire, called “Montgolfier.” 
What happened was this. Nearly 200 
years afterward, the Montgolfier broth 
ers invented the hot-air balloon. The 
first use of this balloon was for military 
observation; therefore, the line is ex 
plained and we can see exactly what 
he meant when he said “the man under 
the hole will give the warning,” because 
the old hot-air balloon had a large hole 
directly over the basket.

That was the way in which he pre 
pared his predictions, obscure and diffi 
cult to interpret until the event had ful 
filled itself. Not only did he anticipate 
exact details, but he described a great 
number of inventions and devices un 
known to his own day. He described 
accurately tanks, airplanes, submarines, 
aerial warfare. He even described “the 
globes that will drop from the skies and 
will lie hidden in the earth for days 
while the fire burns in them, and will 
then explode;” they are what we call 
time bombs.

If you believe this to be an easy acci 
dent, try to figure out what is going to 
happen 100 years from now with all 
our perspective on the subject. Then 
realize that a little French doctor, living 
in a small town 400 years ago, who, in 
describing the future of America, said 
that in time to come the American eagle 
would fly against the Rising Sun. Nos 
tradamus referred to certain things that 
would happen in Great Britain. In his 
time there was no Great Britain. He 
wrote in 1560, and it was not until 1604 
that James I announced the Confedera 
tion of Great Britain.

He then goes on to tell us, in his 
veiled language, that between now and 
the end of the century we are not going 
to have too much peace in the world. 
He regrets it, but with the detached 
attitude of the scholar he says: “It is
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all very sad and very terrible, but what 
can we do about it so long as human 
nature remains the same?” Wars are 
not caused by the gods, he says, but by 
the ignorance, stupidity, and short-sight 
edness of human beings. So long as 
that attitude remains there will be no 
peace, regardless of legislation, world 
courts, or anything else on earth.

Nostradamus says that the great arc 
is moving gradually and inevitably to 
ward the year 1997. He is very specific 
about that date which will be the time 
of a great war between the East and the 
West. That is when a united and con 
solidated Asia, including the Japanese 
islands, China, India, Siberia, and Mon 
golia, will form one great empire.

Then it is that the great King of the 
East will rise and go to war in the air. 
And in this war, flying machines will 
be so numerous and will move so con 
tinuously across the sky that the sun 
will be darkened as though by the flight 
of locusts, and death and destruction 
shall fall upon the earth. This war will 
determine the rulership of the whole 
earth. 1997 is the date. I imagine that 
most of us will be a little weary of life 
by that time.

However, Nostradamus does not say 
that there is no possibility of avoiding 
this war, but he declares the avoidance 
of it demands and depends upon basic 
changes in human nature. Without 
those changes this great event cannot be 
prevented. He does not tell us the out 
come of that war, except by indirection, 
but he goes on to say that after that 
war the great prophet will arise in 
Christendom. The presbyter, or new 
priest, will reform and revitalize the en 
tire structure of the Christian faith.

We are led to assume from these state 
ments that Western civilization will not 
be destroyed, because Nostradamus goes 
on to describe happenings in the West 
which imply that Asia does not conquer 
the Occident, although she would strug 
gle greatly to accomplish this.

Nostradamus describes very accurate 
ly and definitely such phenomena as 
radio, the sending of words and thought

and pictures through the air, pictures 
that move, and innumerable inventions 
and discoveries that are to come. Be 
ing not only a scholarly man but a phi 
losophical-minded man, with a great 
dream of the common good in the back 
ground of his nature, he also dreams 
forward to consequences of the things 
we are passing through. He tells us 
that these experiences are the inevitable 
result of the immaturity, the childish 
ness of human beings; that only through 
undergoing these experiences can we 
grow up, and that only when we grow 
up can our world mature.

Nostradamus tells us that there is no 
possible hope for the golden age, where 
we will live together in peace and secu 
rity, until human beings have experi 
enced and suffered enough to realize 
that this security is more important to 
them than the small, selfish actions they 
perform and which destroy that security. 
In other words, peace must be earned. 
It must be earned, not only in the rela 
tionship of nations, but also in the rela 
tionship of individuals.

As long as we do not want to talk to 
our own relatives, as long as we squabble 
with our children and fight with our 
neighbors, there can be no hope of in 
ternational peace, because the interna 
tional unit is nothing more or less than 
the enlarged reflection of our daily liv 
ing cast upon the affairs of State.

Nostradamus describes the twenty- 
one democratic powers that would unite 
against the great league of Berlin and 
Rome. He says that these and other 
nations would dream the dream of a 
great commonwealth of peoples, that 
they would attempt to establish a great 
common civilization based upon the 
basic principles of civilization; that is, 
that weakness is something to protect— 
not exploit. He declares that all of 
these dreams would be dreamed but 
that we would not be able to live up 
to them; we would accomplish a little 
each time, but we would fall back a 
little each time.

We would go on in this crab-like 
manner until, finally, after the fullness
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of experience, we should become rich 
enough in values to be able to plan 
and dream of a world in which we 
should so greatly desire peace and se 
curity that we would work for those 
things with the same enthusiasm that 
we now work for personal gain. Only 
when the common good means more to 
the average citizen than his own profits 
can the common good be expected in 
the world. That is the substance and 
burden of the moral philosophy of Nos 
tradamus.

Nostradamus says that he sees ships 
going forth to war, the sides of the 
ships painted in curious designs and 
colors to deceive the enemy. He sees 
men making ships out of iron that will 
float, and steel fish that swim under the 
sea and shoot death out of their mouths. 
He describes the advent of Oliver Crom 
well in England. (He doesn’t call him 
Cromwell, he calls him Old Noll, which, 
curiously enough, is exactly what the 
English nicknamed Cromwell when he 
did come along.) He describes the red 
beard that would plague Europe. The red 
beards that plagued Europe in the cen 
tury when Nostradamus lived belonged to 
the great family of North African pi 
rates—the Barbarosses. He refers to the 
Spanish people as the stuttering race be 
cause of the impediment in Philip II’s 
speech, which resulted in the soft “th” 
of the Spanish language; it was copied 
from the lisping of the king.

This event occurred later but Nostra 
damus picks it up just to indicate that 
he doesn’t miss small details in passing. 
He describes how the Pope would lose 
temporal power when the great black 
beard came to Italy, but that the papal 
State would emerge as a free country. 
He describes the development of the 
Panama Canal—“the great ditch that 
would unite the oceans”—and of the 
Suez Canal under the premiership of 
Disraeli.

Nostradamus describes the Great Fire 
of London and dates it exactly. He 
writes much that has to do with Amer 
ica, which he usually calls the Hesperic 
Isles. On one occasion, however, he

definitely calls it Amerique. This is 
when he says that the child shall leave 
his parents’ house and take up his own 
abode as a sovereign State. He describes 
the modern Russians, calling them the 
Reds, and he predicts the rise of the 
Slav.

He predicts revolutions of various 
kinds affecting countries of the Near 
East; the terrific sorrow that comes to 
Greece and the flight of the Greek king. 
He calls Victor Emmanuel of Italy the 
French king upon the Italian throne, 
which is correct because the House of 
Savoy, the Italian ruling house, is a 
French house. Nostradamus says that 
the little king would lose his throne as a 
result of the fall of the duke. All of 
these things he brings to us step by step.

In all, Nostradamus wrote 1,000 verses 
which involve 2,500 predictions. Of 
these about 800 have already been ful 
filled, and the others relate either to the 
future or to events which cannot be 
checked. For instance, Nostradamus 
says that the young Dauphin of France, 
the son of Louis XV I, would not die in 
prison. According to history, he died 
in prison. But a statement issued by
the Dutch government about 50 years 
later states that he did not die in prison.

We do not know. Nostradamus may 
have been right, but history is not de 
tailed enough regarding certain events 
to tell us whether a certain king was 
murdered by a certain man. However, 
over 800 of Nostradamus’ predictions 
have been identified and clearly related 
to the events indicated—those which re 
late to the future can only be looked 
forward to.

Beyond and greater than the entire 
problem of Nostradamus as a universal 
genius— and he was that—is another 
problem; that is, what is the principle 
in Nature by which Nostradamus’ pre 
dictions were made possible? They con 
tradict everything that we have regarded 
as reasonable and practical. How is it 
possible to read the future if the future 
does not exist? Regardless of powers, 
how are we going to see something that 
is not there?
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There is only one answer and that is 
that the future cannot be so abstract 
or unformed as we generally regard it. 
Most scientists can make some predic 
tions. A doctor can make a prediction 
about the probable course of a disease, 
but there is no known way of how to 
predict what an unborn person is going 
to be named or what he will do in his 
lifetime. We do not know how it is 
done, but Nostradamus did it.

Nostradamus said that after he had 
learned how to prognosticate, he was so 
frightened by the magnitude of his dis 
covery that he burned the documents, 
the books, and manuscripts which had 
belonged to his family for centuries and 
which contained the secret formulae of 
making predictions, for fear that they 
would be passed on to us.

The whole issue is far more than an 
issue in prophecy; it concerns our con 
clusions and convictions about reality 
and unreality, the known and the un 
known. It is a terrific challenge, if we 
wish to consider it, but most people 
follow the method of deciding that it is 
too much of a challenge, and that it is 
better to ignore it than to worry about 
it. We cannot disprove it; we have no 
inclination to accept it, so a dignified 
ignoring is the selected path of proced 
ure.

Now and then thoughtful people ac 
cept these problems for what they are 
worth, study them, and then discoveries 
are made. Things are worked out by 
which progress in the race is achieved. 
To me the whole interest, the basic in 
terest of Nostradamus, is not in his 
prophecies at all, but in the mechanics 
of universal Nature by means of which 
it is possible to predict accurately the 
tomorrow. To do this, there is only 
one possible answer—somewhere, some 
way, tomorrow exists now, or nobody 
could find it and predict from it.

There is something about time and 
space that we do not understand, and it 
is a very optimistic person who will 
deny the possibility of there being much 
that vve do not understand. We are 
little beings isolated in space, cast away 
on a little island which we call earth, 
about which we know almost nothing— 
and about the larger space we know 
less. Therefore, we must recognize the 
possibility of the presence of laws and 
forces in Nature which, while unfamiliar 
and unbelievable to us, may be perfectly 
real and may be the normal acceptance 
of tomorrow. Surely, were George 
Washington to be born again today with 
the memory of his own time, he would 
be vasdy amazed at the things we are 
doing now—it would seem nothing less 
than miraculous.

THE END

EDITO RIA L LICENSE

During the civil wars in England, a number of Bibles smuggled from 
Holland were burned because of editorial errors. For example, Ruth IV : 13 
read: “The Lord gave her corruption” instead of conception. Luke XXI:28 
took on new meaning: “Look up and lift up your hands, for younr condemn 
ation draweth nigh.” Condemnation should have read redemption. Romans 
V I: 13 became rather confusing: “Neither yield ye your members as instru 
ments of righteousness unto sin.” They left the un- off righteousness. I. 
Corinthians VI:9 was the masterpiece: “Know ye not the unrighteous shall ■ 
inherit the kingdom of God?” It should have said “shall not inherit.”
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