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HORIZON
LINES

AN EDITORIAL

BY MANLY PALMER HALL

T h a t  Spiritual Q u a l i ty

H r  H E  re lig io u s -m in d e d  in  g e n e r a l an d  
th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l-m in d e d  in  p a r t ic  

u la r  h av e  a te n d e n c y  to  use a b s tra c t  
te rm s s o m e w h a t v a g u e ly . W e  are  re  
m in d e d  o f  a d iscu ss io n  in  Alice in 
Wonderland b e tw e e n  th e  W h it e  Q u e e n  
an d  A lic e . In  th e  sto ry , A lic e  h a s  d if  
f ic u lty  b e lie v in g  in  th e  im p o ss ib le . 
T h e  q u e e n  assu res  h e r  th a t  it o n ly  re  
q u ire s  p ra c tic e . I f  you  d ra w  a d eep  
b r e a th  a n d  sh u t y o u r  ey es, th e  in c re d ib le  
seem s m u c h  m o re  c re d ib le . “ W h y !” 
said  th e  q u e e n , “S o m e tim e s  I ’ve b e liev ed  
as m a n y  as s ix  im p o ss ib le  th in g s  b e fo re  
b r e a k fa s t .” S u ffic ie n t in d u stry  an d  e f  
fo r t  a lw a y s in cre a se  p ro fic ie n c y ; an d  p ro  
f ic ie n c y , in  tu r n , c o n tr ib u te s  to  th e  
ra p id ity  w ith  w h ich  w e ca n  d isco v e r  
th a t  sp ir itu a l q u a lity  in  c e r ta in  o th e r  
p erso n s.

T h e  d ic t io n a ry  su p p lies  so m e  u s e fu l, 
i f  ra th e r  g e n e ra l, in fo r m a t io n . I t  d e fin es  
spiritual th u s : "of or consisting of spirit; 
incorporeal; of the intellectual and higher 
endowments of the mind; intellectual; of 

the moral feeling or stales of the soul;

of the soul, o r  its affections as influenced 
by the divine Spirit; pure; holy." S t r ic t  
ly s p e a k in g , th e r e fo re , th o se  re g a rd e d  as 
p o sse ssin g  u n u su a l sp ir itu a l q u a lit ie s  
m u s t  b e  r ic h ly  e n d o w e d  w ith  c h a r a c te r  
is tic s  a n d  a ttr ib u te s  re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  
p ro p e r d e fin it io n s  o f  th e  w o rd . I m  
m e d ia te ly , h o w e v e r , w e  fin d  o u rse lv es  on  
th e  h o rn s  o f  a d ile m m a . T h e r e  is l it t le  
m o re  a g re e m e n t a b o u t th e  m e a n in g s  o f  
th e  d e fin in g  te rm s  th a n  th e re  is  a b o u t 
th e  te rm  d e fin e d . W e  c a n  e lim in a te  th e 
th o u g h t  o f  incorporeal as u n su ita b le  as 
a d e scr ip tio n  o f  th o se  still  in  th e  flesh . 
T h e  h ig h e r  e n d o w m e n ts  o f  th e  m in d  
su g g e st th e  p o ssib ility  o f  h o n e s t  d if fe r  
e n ces  o f  o p in io n . T h o s e  d is a g r e e in g  
w ith  o u r  c o n c lu s io n s  o n  v a rio u s  s u b  
je c ts  m a y  c o n s id e r  us m e n ta lly  a t te n u  
a te d , b u t n o t su p e r io r ly  e n d o w e d . T h e  
s ta te  o f  o u r m o ra l fe e lin g s  an d  th e  se c u r  
ity  o f  o u r  so u ls m a y  a lso  b e  su b je c t  to 
re a so n a b le  d o u b ts . P u r ity  an d  h o lin ess  
se ld o m  a p p e a r in  th e ir  n a tu ra l s ta te , so 
it is d if f ic u lt  to  ju d g e  th e  d e g re e  o f  
th e ir  su p e ra b u n d a n c e . W h e th e r  w e  use
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th e  te rm  spiritual to  d e scrib e  th e  d ise m  
b o d ie d  o r  th e  d e v o u t, w e  sh o u ld  re c o g  
n iz e  o u r  re s p o n s ib ility  to  th e  sc ie n ce  o f  
s e m a n tic s .

In  th e  co u rse  o f  m o re  y ea rs  th a n  w e 
l ik e  to  r e m e m b e r , I  h a v e  b e e n  in tro  
d u ce d  to  a n u m b e r  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
w h o  h av e  b e e n  d e scrib e d  by  e n th u s ia s tic  
f r ie n d s  a n d  fo llo w e rs  as o u ts ta n d in g  e x  
a m p le s  o f  th a t  sp ir itu a l “ s o m e th in g .” 
I n  so m e  in s ta n c e s , th e r e  w e re  q u a lit ie s  
p re se n t w h ic h  ju s tif ie d  a re a c tio n  o f  
n a tu ra l a n d  s im p le  a d m ir a t io n . U s u a lly , 
h o w e v e r , th e  o v e rto n e s  w e re  n o t e n tire ly  
“ o u t  o f  th is  w o r ld .”  S o m e  o f  th e  w o rse  
ro g u e s  th a t  it h a s  b e en  m y  m is fo r tu n e  
to  m e e t h a v e  g a in e d  co n s id e ra b le  r e p u ta  
t io n  fo r  th a t  e lu s iv e  q u a lity  o f  g o d  
l ik e n e s s  su g g e ste d  by  th e  te rm  spiritual. 
C o n v e r s e ly , I  h a v e  m e t  fo lk s  w h o  ju s t  
d id  n o t  h a v e  th a t  “ s o m e th in g ,”  b u t 
w h o se  liv es  in  te rm s  o f  p ra c tic a l  an d  
u n s e lf is h  d e v o tio n  to  p r in c ip le s  w e re  
in f in ite ly  s u p e r io r  to  th o se  w h o  w e re  
v e ry , v ery  s p ir itu a l.

A s  a n  o b se rv e r , th e r e fo re , I  h av e  
c a ta lo g u e d  a n d  c la ss ifie d  c e r ta in  a t t i  
tu d e s  an d  a t tr ib u te s  w h ic h  b r in g  w ith  
th e m  th o se  e a sily  r e c o g n iz e d  d iv in e  
o v e rto n e s . T h i s  s o m e w h a t  sc ie n tif ic  a p  
p ro a c h  h a s  rev e a led  so m e  u se fu l fa c ts  
o f  im p o r ta n c e  to  su ch  as m a y  h a v e  a n y  
re a l in te re s t  in  d is c o v e r in g  th e m . I t  
w o u ld  a p p e a r  th a t  in m a n y  cases th a t  
s p ir itu a l q u a lity  is th e  h ig h e r  o c ta v e  o f 
s e x  a p p e a l. I t  a lso  p a rta k e s  o f  w h a t  th e  
a n c ie n ts  ca lle d  g la m o u r , w h ic h  is its e lf  
a co m p o u n d  o f  m y s tic ism  a n d  m y ste ry . 
I t  is  a  fa c t  b e y o n d  d isp u te  th a t  th e  a p  
p e a r a n c e  o f  th is  q u a lity  ca n  b e  cu ltiv a te d  
w ith  p ra c tic e  an d  a s lig h t  fla ir  fo r  h is  
t r io n ic s . O n e  o f  th e  p r im a ry  re q u is ite s  
is a  so u lfu l lo o k . S o m e  a re  b o rn  w ith  
i t ;  so m e  a c h ie v e  i t ;  a n d  in  o th e rs , i t  is 
th e  re su lt o f  a s t ig m a t is m . T h o s e  su f  
f e r in g  fro m  sh o r t-s ig h te d n e ss  o fte n  d e 
v e lo p  th a t  w id e-ey ed  lo o k  o f  w o n d e r  
w h ic h  co n v e y s a n  im p re ss io n  o f  e x tra  
o r d in a r y  in n o c e n c e  an d  o u t-o f-th is-v v o rld - 
n e ss .

S u a v ity  a lso  h e lp s . T h e r e  is a  k in d  
o f  s l ig h tly  u n c tu o u s , s o m e w h a t-fa u n in g  
to a d y in g  to  p ro sp e c tiv e  cu s to m e rs  th a t  is 
ju s t  to o , to o  d iv in e . In  th is  ca se , th e  
sp ir itu a l q u a lity  is b e sto w e d  by th e  c ir  

c u m s ta n c e  th a t  th e  sm o o th  c h a ra c te r  h as 
b e e n  su ffic ie n tly  “ illu m in e d ” to  re c o g n iz e  
th e  a d v a n c e d  s ta te  o f  o u r  o w n  i l lu m i 
n a t io n . O n ly  th o se  re a lly  s p ir itu a l can  
a p p r e c ia te  o u r  sp ir itu a lity . T h i s  is th e  
a c id  te s t . O n c e  th e re  is m u tu a l a g re e  
m e n t  o n  th is  h ig h ly  v u ln e ra b le  p o in t, 
w e  a re  n o t o n ly  w ill in g  b u t a lso  a n x io u s  
to  c o n tr ib u te  g e n e ro u s ly  to  th e  ca u se  
w h ic h  o n ly  th e  m o st  a d v a n ce d  so u ls 
ca n  fu lly  re c o g n iz e .

L a n g u o r  is a lso  a n  asse t. T h o s e  f ille d  
w ith  th a t  s p ir itu a l q u a lity  m u st  b e  a  
l it t le  w e a ry  w ith  th e  w o rld  a n d  its  low  
v ib r a tio n s . T h o s e  w h o  a re  w e a ry  m u st 
n a tu ra lly  b e  t ir e d ; a n d  th o se  w h o  are  
t ire d  a re  n o t e x p e c te d  to  b e  in te re s te d  in 
h a rd  w o r k . T h e  e th e re a l q u a lity  o f  la s  
s itu d e , th e  a b ility  to , sh a ll w e  sa y , flo at 
f r o m  p lace  to  p lace  an d  fr o m  s itu a t io n  
to  s itu a t io n  su g g e sts  th a t  w e  a re  le a v in g  
th is  w o rld  in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r . I t  is 
th e  ca u se  o f  so m e  su rp r ise  to  o r d in a ry  
m o r ta ls  th a t  so m a n y  w h o  h av e  re  
n o u n ce d  a ll e a r th ly  c o n s id e ra tio n s  c o n  
tr iv e  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  to  a c c u m u la te  
su ch  tid y  re serv es  a g a in s t  th e  in c o n s ta n  
c ie s  o f  fo r tu n e s .

W h e n  a t te m p tin g  to  d isco v e r  th o se  as 
so c ia tio n s  o f  id ea s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  c o n  
ce p t o f  s p ir itu a lity , w e  sh o u ld  tu rn  to  
th e  b ro a d  fie ld  o f  re lig io u s  a r t . T h e  
g r e a t  a rtis ts  o f  th e  p a st, w h e n  p o rtra y  
in g  sacred  o r  sa n c tif ie d  p e rso n s , u su a lly  
fo llo w e d  a  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  p re ce d e n t. O f  
co u rse , d e ta ils  o f  a p p e a ra n c e  an d  co s  
tu m e  d iffe r  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  t im e  an d  
lo ca le  in  w h ic h  th e  a r t is t  f lo u r ish e d . In  
C h r is t ia n  a r t , th e  M a d o n n a  is a lw a y s 
v ir g in a l , d e lic a te , a n d  d e m u re , b u t  th e  
bambino, o r  in fa n t  C h r is t ,  is  n o t so 
su cce ss fu lly  p o rtra y e d . S a in ts  a n d  sch o l 
a rs  o f  th e  m a s c u lin e  p e rsu a s io n  a re  a l 
m o st in v a r ia b ly  b e a rd e d , a n d  a m a rty r  
w ith  s id e b u rn s  is in c o n c e iv a b le . G o d  
th e  F a t h e r ,  i f  d e p ic te d , is  m o st a n c ie n t  
a n d  m o st v e n e ra b le . S e ld o m  is a n y  
s a n c tif ie d  p erso n  re p re se n te d  as e n g a g e d  
in  a n y  u s e fu l o c c u p a tio n . H o lin e s s  is 
sy m b o liz e d  by a p e n ite n tia l  p o stu re —  
th e  h a n d s  c la sp e d  in  p ra y e r , th e  eyes 
ra ised  to w a rd  so m e  d is ta n t  so u rc e  o f  
g lo ry , a n d  th e  l ik e . A p p a r e n tly , p er 

p e tu a l p ra y e r fu ln e ss  su g g e s ts  to  b o th
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th e  a r tis t  a n d  th e  la y m a n  th a t  sp ir itu a l 
q u a lity ,

R e p re s e n ta tio n s  o f  C h r is t  in  h is  m a tu re  
y ea rs  a re  c o n s is te n tly  s e n tim e n ta l. T h e  
e ffo r t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to  p o rtra y  th e  
M a s te r  as b e a u tifu l ra th e r  th a n  s tro n g , 
v ita l , o r  p u rp o se fu l. T h e  N o r d ic  Je su s , 
w ith  h is  p la c id , g e n tle , o r  s l ig h tly  sor 
ro w fu l e x p re ss io n , h a s  n o  fo u n d a tio n  in 
h is to ry  o r  tr a d it io n . A ll th e  im p lic a t io n s  
o f  sa n c tity  a re  m o re  o r  less n e g a tiv e . 
T h e  g r e a t  te a c h e r  a n d  s p ir itu a l le a d e r  is 
re d u ce d  to  a co m p le te ly  u n re a l sy m b o l 
o f  th e  h u m a n  im p u lse  to  escap e  th e  re  
s p o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  c o n d u c t  an d  c h a ra c te r .

F o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y ears , a r tis ts  h a v e  
cre a te d  id e a lis t ic  re s to ra t io n s  o f  th e  a p  
p e a ra n ce s  o f  th e  g re a t  te a ch e rs  o f  th e  
p a st. A s  th e r e  are  fe w  a u th e n t ic  p o r  
t r a its  o f  early  re lig io u s  lead ers, th e  res 
to ra t io n s  a re  re a lly  th e  c re a tio n  o f  id ea l 
ty p es to  s ig n ify  q u a lit ie s  o f  co n sc io u s  
n e ss. C o n fu c iu s  is  d e p ic te d  b y  th e  
C h in e s e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e ir  o w n  co n c e p t 
o f  a  p e r fe c t  s ch o la r . B u d d h a  h a s  b e  
co m e  so c lo se ly  id e n tif ie d  w ith  h is  p h i 
lo so p h y  th a t  h is  im a g e s  a re  in te n d e d  to  
co n v ey  th e  v e ry  d is c ip lin e s  w h ic h  h e 
ta u g h t . T h r o u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld , i t  is 
th e  sa m e . T h e  v e n e ra te d  s a in t  o r sag e  
is n o t o n ly  th e  fo lk  h e ro , b u t  is  a lso  re  
p re se n te d  as th e  p e r fe c t  f o lk  ty p e .

A  fe w  o f  th e  G r e e k  a n d  R o m a n  im  
m o rta ls  a re  re p resen ted  in  th e  m o d e rn  
w o rld  by  w h a t  m a y  be c o n te m p o ra ry  
w o rk s  o f  a r t . T h e s e  a re  u n c e r ta in , b u t 
th e y  h a v e  a s tro n g e r  c la im  to  a u th e n t ic  
ity  th a n  th e  E a s te r n  d e p ic tio n s . T h e

o ld e r  w o r k s  c o n s is te n tly  d e p ic t  g re a te r  
s tr e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r  a n d  less o f  th a t  
p re ttin e ss  w h ic h  w e  a sso c ia te  w ith  th e  
s p ir itu a l “s o m e th in g .” S o c ra te s , fo r  e x  
a m p le , a p p e a rs  le a rn e d , ro b u st, a n d  p er 
h a p s ju s t  a tr ifle  w o rld ly . H e  c e r ta in ly  
la c k s  th a t  lo o k  o f  in ju r e d  in n o c e n c e  
w h ic h  m e d ie v a l a r tis ts  b e sto w ed  u p o n  
p io u s c h a ra c te rs  a b o u t to  b e  m a rty r e d . 
A r t is t ic a l ly  s p e a k in g , it a p p e a rs  th a t  th e  
g e n t il ity  o f  so u l w h ic h  w e  a re  s e e k in g  
to  d e fin e  is  a p p ro p ria te ly  p e rso n ifie d  by  
th e  d y in g  C a m ille  o r  th e  fa d in g  h e ro in e  
o f  La Bohcme. I t  c e r ta in ly  se e m s to  
h e lp  i f  th e  h o ly  d o  n o t  lo o k  h e a lth y .

W e  h av e  n o tice d  th a t  a g ra c io u s  k in d  
o f  in e ffic ie n cy  a lso  re c e iv e s  h o n o ra b le  
m e n t io n . I f  w e  a re  h e lp le ss  e n o u g h , 
th e r e  a lw a y s  se e m s to  b e  so m e o n e  w ill  
in g , re a d y , a n d  e a g e r  to  su p p o rt u s , 
su sta in  u s , a n d  a d o re  u s. A ll  w e  h a v e  
to  d o  is c o n v in c e  th e  a d o rin g  o n e  th a t  
w e  a re  “ a b o u t th e  M a s te r ’s b u s in e s s” in  
so m e w a y  o r  o th e r . I f  w e  ca n  c o n v in c e  
th e  o th e r  p erson  th a t  th e r e  is ju s t  n o  
h o p e  th a t  th e y  w ill  e v e r  b e  a b le  to  u n  
d e rs ta n d  th e  d eep  sp ir itu a l c u r r e n ts  th a t  
flow  th ro u g h  u s, w e  c a n  liv e  o n  th e  
b o u n ty  o f  th e  u n e n lig h te n e d  f o r  h a lf  a 
c e n tu ry . In  a  ca se  o f  th is  k in d , it  is 
a lso  w ise  to  b e  f r a g ile . I f  w e co lla p se  
u n d e r  th e  s lig h te s t  b r e a th  o f  c r i t ic is m , 
d o u b t, o r  q u e s t io n , o u r  p o s itio n  is 
s tre n g th e n e d  im m e n s e ly . N o  re a so n a b le  
d o u b t re m a in s  o f  o u r  sp ir itu a lity .

T h e r e  is a  p o p u la r  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  
a b o u t th e  re lig io u s  l ife  th a t  rea lly  n eed s 
c la r if ic a t io n . M o n a s tic  o rd e rs  h a v e  lo n g
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b e e n  re g a rd e d  as in s titu t io n s  o f  e sca p e  
f r o m  th e  b u rd e n s  a n d  re s p o n s ib ilitie s  o f  
d a ily  l iv in g . A c tu a lly , n e a rly  a ll m o n a s  
t ic  g ro u p s  a re  e n g a g e d  in  v a r io u s  e n te r  
p rise s , b u t  th ese  p ro je c ts  a re  n o t w e ll-  
k n o w n  to  th e  g e n e r a l p u b lic . E v e n  in 
re lig io u s  re tre a ts , h u m a n  b e in g s  c a n n o t  
re m a in  id le  in d e fin ite ly  w ith o u t  c o m  
p le te  d e m o r a liz a t io n . R e g u la r  o c c u p a  
tio n  is ju s t  as n e cessa ry  to  th e  sp ir itu a l 
h e a lth  o f  m a n  as p ra y e r , fa s t in g , a n d  
m e d ita t io n . A  l ife  o f u se lessn ess ca n  
n e v e r  b e  a l ife  o f  g o d lin e ss , an d  th e re  
is n o th in g  m o re  u seless th a n  w a n  
d e r in g  a b o u t  in  a m y s tic  d a z e . T h e  e x  
cu se  th a t  w e  a re  b e in g  p re p ared  fo r  
g r e a t  w o rk  in  th e  fu tu r e  is n o t a su ffi 
c ie n t  ju s t i f ic a t io n  f o r  p re se n t id le n e ss .

T h e r e  is su p p osed  to  b e  a sp e cia l s ta te  
o f  v ir tu e  w h ic h  m a k e s  it im p o ss ib le , o r 
a t lea st e x tre m e ly  d iff icu lt, fo r  c e r ta in  
s e n s it iv e  p erso n s to  f it  in to  th is  m o rta l 
l if e .  T h e y  ju s t  “ c a n ’t a d ju s t  th e m se lv e s  
to  th e  h u m d ru m , p ro fa n e , p ro sa ic  c o m  
m e r c ia l is m ”  w h ic h  m a k e s  th is  e a r th  so 
e a r th y . T h e y  sh o u ld  h av e b e e n  b o rn  
so m e w h e re  e lse , so m e  o th e r  t im e . T h e y  
a re  su re  o f  th is  th e m se lv e s , an d  a f te r  
a w h ile  m o st o f  th e ir  fr ie n d s  a g re e . W e  
w ill  g r a n t  th a t p re se n t c o n d it io n s  a re  n o t 
e sp e c ia lly  in s p ir in g , b u t  w e sh a ll n o t be 
re scu ed  fro m  th is  s lo u g h  o f  d esp o n d  b y  
p la in t iv e  m o a n s  an d  s ig h s . P e rh a p s  w e 
a r e  su re  th a t  f iv e  liv es b a c k  w e w e re  
A t la n te a n  h ig h  p riests  o r  L e m u r ia n  
v e sta l v irg in s , b u t in  th e  p re se n t in c a r n a  
t io n  w e  a re  S o c ia l  S e c u r ity  n u m b e rs , o u r 
w in g s  s o m e w h a t c lip p e d , a n d  o u r a u ra s  
c o n s id e ra b ly  d im m e d .

T o  be co n s is te n t  w ith  h u m a n  e x p e c t  
a n c y  p a tte rn s , th e  s p ir itu a l sh o u ld  a l  
w a y s b e  p o o r, o r a t least f in a n c ia lly  re  
s tr ic te d . I t  is im p e ra t iv e , o f  co u rse , th a t  
th e  e c o n o m ic  s ta te  b e  d u e to  th e  r e n u n  
c ia t io n  o f  so rd id  m a te r ia lis m . In  th e  
in te re s t  o f  sc ie n ce , I h av e  e x a m in e d  th is  
m a tte r  w ith  so m e  ca re , an d  fin d  th a t 
fo r  ev ery  o n e  w h o  h as  re n o u n ce d  w o rld  
ly g o o d s f r o m  s p ir itu a l co n v ic t io n s , th e re  
a re  a h u n d re d  w h o  h ad  n o th in g  to  re  
n o u n c e  in  th e  f ir s t  p lace . T h i s  is a d e l 
ica te  issu e , b u t m u st be v e n tila te d . T h e  
re n u n c ia tio n  p ro cess fo llo w s sev e ra l p a t 
te rn s . T h e  m o st fa m il ia r  is to  re n o u n ce  
th a t  w h ic h  w e h av e a lre a d y  lost by

stu p id  m is m a n a g e m e n t o f  o u r  fu n d s . 
W e  c a n  re n o u n c e  an  o il w ell w h ic h  fa ils  
to  c o m e  in , th e  in h e r ita n c e  th a t  g o es  to  
so m e o n e  e lse , o r  th e  s to c k  s ch e m e  w h ic h  
g o es  n o w h e r e . H a v in g  lo s t a ll by  o u r 
o w n  fo o lish n e s s  o r  e x tra v a g a n c e , w e  
d e d ica te  th e  e m p ty  p u rse to  th e  g lo ry  
o f  G o d , a n d  e x h ib it  it  to  o u r  fr ie n d s  as 
p ro o f th a t  w e  a re  e m a n c ip a te d  fro m  
a ll a d d ic t io n  to  th e  c o in  o f  th e  re a lm . 
W h ile  in  th is  s ta te  o f  p o v e rty , m a n y  o f 
us a lso  m a k e  h ig h  re s o lu tio n s . S e v e ra l 
a d v a n ce d  sp ir itu a l ty p es  h a v e  sp e n t h o u rs  
te ll in g  m e  a ll th e  b e a u tifu l a n d  u n se lfish  
th in g s  th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  d o  i f  th e  L o rd  
e v e r  re p le n ish e d  th e ir  b a n k  a cco u n ts . 
O c c a s io n a lly , th e  L o r d  fa v o re d  th ese  
fo lk s , b u t  n o t o n e  o f  th e m  has e v e r  
k e p t  h is  p io u s  p ro m ise s .

T h e r e  is a lso  th a t  s p ir itu a l ty p e , p o o r 
by  c h o ic e  ra th e r  th a n  by  n e ce ss ity , th a t  
is p e rfe c tly  c o n v in c e d  th a t  h e  co u ld  b e  
r ic h  if  h e  w ish e d  to  e n g a g e  in  so m e  so r 
d id  e n te r p r is e . I t  is h ig h  p r in c ip le  an d  
n o t in e p titu d e  th a t  k e e p s h im  a m o n g  
th e  p o o r w h o m  G o d  lov es so d e a rly . I 
am  in c lin e d  to  th in k  th a t  in  m o st in  
s ta n c e s  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  c lass a re  
in e p t . I t  is easy  to d iscu ss  a t  le n g th  
v a rio u s  w ay s o f  a c c u m u la t in g  f ilth y  
lu c r e , b u t q u ite  a n o th e r  th in g  to  g o  
o u t in to  th is  c o ld , co ld  w o rld  an d  ea rn  
a l iv in g . P sy c h o lo g ic a lly  s p e a k in g , w c  
m u s t  a ll b e  a b le  to  ju s t i fy  o u r  o w n  c o n  
d u c t  to  o u rse lv e s , an d  th e  ta lk  a b o u t 
h o w  su cce ss fu l w e  co u ld  b e  i f  o n ly  w e 
w o u ld  c o m p r o m is e  o u r  c o n v ic t io n s  is n o t 
v ery  c o n v in c in g  to  th e  p ro fa n e . T h e r e  
a re  a lso  fo lk s  w h o  a re  g o o d  s im p ly  b e  
c a u se  th e y  a re  a fra id  to  b e  bad .

N e a r ly  a ll th e  m o re  f lo u r is h in g  m o d  
e rn  m e ta p h y s ica l m o v e m e n ts  e m p h a s iz e  
p ro sp e r ity  as p a rt o f  th e  d iv in e  p lan  fo r  
m a n k in d . T h e  s p ir itu a l-m in d e d  sit 
a b o u t  m e d ita t in g  u p o n  th e ir  sh a re  o f  
th e  u n iv e rsa l a b u n d a n c e , an d  d o  n o t 
seem  to  fe e l th a t  th e y  w ill be  c o n ta m i 
n a ted  i f  th e ir  p ra y ers  a re  a n s w e re d . I t  is 
h ard  to  v isu a liz e  w e a lth  an d  s p ir itu a lity  
to g e th e r , fo r  th e  reaso n  th a t th e y  hav e 
so se ld o m  been  asso cia ted  in  th e  e x p e r i  
e n ce  o f  th e  h u m a n  race . P o v e rty  has 
a lw a y s b e e n  th e  b a d g e  o f  th e  w ise . 
T h e  e n lig h te n e d  a ch ie v e  p o v erty , an d  
th e  s tu p id  h a v e  it th ru s t  u p on  th e m .
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T h a le s ,  th e  G r e c ia n  la w m a k e r , w a s o n c e  
r id icu le d  b e ca u se  w isd o m  d id  n o t  m a k e  
h im  r ic h . B y  h is  k n o w le d g e  o f  a s tro n  
o m y , T h a le s  c a lcu la te d  th e  fu tu r e  o f 
th e  g ra p e  h a rv e st , co rn e re d  th e  o rch a rd s , 
an d  in  less th a n  a y e a r  w a s a v ery  
w e a lth y  m a n . H e  th e n  ca lle d  h is  c r it ic s  
to g e th e r , re tu rn e d  to  th e  fa rm e rs  th e ir  
o rc h a rd s , a n d  re m in d e d  th e m  all th a t  i f  
th e  w ise  rea lly  u sed  th e ir  w isd o m  fo r  
m a te r ia l  e n d s , th e y  co u ld  o w n  th e  w o rld  
in  a c e n tu ry .

W e  a re  w o rr ie d  a b o u t a y o u n g  g e n e r  
a t io n  o f  o v e rp r iv ile g e d , u n d is c ip lin e d  
bo y s a n d  g ir ls , w h o  d o  n o t seem  m u c h  
in c lin e d  to  ta k e  u p o n  th e m se lv e s  th e  
e c o n o m ic  re s p o n s ib ilitie s  o f  th e  fu tu re . 
T h e s e  ju v e n ile  in te lle c tu a ls  h av e  m a n y  
ex cu se s , su ch  as d is sa tis fa c tio n  w ith  th e  
sy s te m , d is il lu s io n m e n t o v e r  th e  e c o  
n o m ic  th e o ry , a n d  d is in c lin a t io n  to  su b  
m e rg e  th e ir  in d iv id u a l in te re s ts  in  th e  
h u m d r u m  p ra c tice  o f  so m e tra d e  o r p ro  
fe ss io n . A c tu a lly , m a n y  o f  th e s e  y o u n g  
p eo p le  a re  m e n ta lly  a le r t , b u t  p h y s ica lly  
la z y . W e  a re  ag reed  th a t  th e se  y o u n g  
p eo p le  m u st le a rn  to  a c c e p t th e ir  p a rt 
o f  th e  w o r ld ’s w o r k . A t  th e  sa m e  t im e , 
th e r e  is a la rg e  g ro u p  o f  a d u lts  w ith  th e  
sa m e  sh ift le ss  in s tin c ts , c o n c e a lin g  th e ir  
tru e  m o tiv e s  b e h in d  a n  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  
sp ir itu a l in te g r ity .

A n o th e r  p ro o f o f  s o m e th in g  o r  o th e r  
is th e  e n th u s ia s m  w ith  w h ic h  w e  re  
n o u n c e  w h a t  w e  do n o t w a n t . I t  so u n d s 
m u c h  b e tte r  to  w a lk  o u t o n  fiv e  sm all 
c h ild re n  b e ca u se  w e  h av e  b e e n  ca lle d  to  
g lo ry  th a n  b e ca u se  w e  a re  tire d  o f  su p  
p o rtin g  th e m . In  th e  sa m e  w a y , w e  
ca n  a c h ie v e  re m a r k a b le  v ic to r ie s  o v e r u n  
c o n g e n ia l  e m p lo y m e n t, u n p le a sa n t h o m e  
c o n d it io n s , e tc . W i t h  th e  sa m e  sp ir itu a l 
s k il l ,  w e  ca n  fa ll  o u t  o f  o n e  d ile m m a  
an d  in to  a n o th e r . A  p ro sa ic  ca se  o f  
a lie n a tio n  o f  a ffe c t io n s  b e co m e s  a co sm ic  
issu e o f  soul m a te s , a ffin ities , an d  h ig h  
v ib r a tio n s . A n  old  s c h o la r  o n c e  d efin ed  
a m a n ’s p erso n a l re lig io n  as a se lf - in  
v en ted  c re e d , w h ic h  m a k e s  it a sp ir itu a l 
o b lig a t io n  to  d o  as he p leases.

T h o s e  f ro m  d is ta n t  p laces o r  o f  o th e r  
race s  g a in  a c e r ta in  sp ir itu a l q u a lity . 
T h e  u n fa m ilia r  h as sp e cia l c h a r m , an d  
w e a re  v e n e ra te d  to  th e  d e g re e  th a t 
o u '  p erso n a l h a b its  a re  u n k n o w n . O n ly

o n ce  in a w h ile  d oes s p ir itu a lity  w e a r  
w e ll, a n d  p ro b a b ly  th e se  m o re  c o m  
fo r ta b le  c h a r a c te r s  h av e  m a d e  n o  c la im  
to  so u l g r o w th . T h o s e  w h o  a re  fo r  
e v e r  b e in g  d is illu s io n e d  sh o u ld  r e m e m  
b e r  th a t  th e  w o rd  its e lf  im p lie s  d isa p  
p o in tm e n t  o v e r  s o m e th in g  u n re a l. Y o u  
m u st  h a v e  illu s io n s  o r  you  c a n n o t  be 
d is illu s io n e d . T h e r e fo r e ,  you a re  at 
fa u lt  in  b e lie v in g  s o m e th in g  th a t  is  n o t 
tru e  o r  re a s o n a b le . I t  is n o t w ise  to  
b la m e  a n o th e r  if  h e d oes n o t liv e  u p  to 
o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s , u n le ss  h e  has m a d e  u n  
re a so n a b le  c la im s  h im s e lf . I f  h e  h as , 
you a re  a t  least p a rtly  to  b la m e  fo r  b e  
l ie v in g  th e m .

T h e  re lig io u s  w o rld  is s tre w n  w ith  
fa lle n  id o ls . In  f a c t ,  i t  is  a re lig io u s  
d u ty  to  d e m o lis h  th e  m o n u m e n ts  o f  
p re d ecesso rs  an d  c o n f lic t in g  c o n te m p o  
ra r ie s . T h e  m o st g r ie v o u s  o f  a ll  o f  
fe n se s  is to  re la p se  in to  a n  u n sp ir itu a l 
s ta te . T o  d o  so is to  b e  o s tra c iz e d  by 
th e  e le c t , a n d  re fe rre d  to  in  to n e s  o f  pity  
a n d  p iou s c o n d e m n a tio n . " P o o r  Jo e , he 
ju s t  w a s n ’t b ig  e n o u g h .”  A s  a m a tte r  
o f  fa c t , Jo e  d id  n o t fa ll  f ro m  g r a c e ; he 
ju s t  d isco v ered  w h e r e  h e  h ad  a lw a y s  
b e e n . W e  c a n  w a lk  a ro u n d  in  a ro sea te  
g lo w  u n til so m e  d ir e c t  c h a lle n g e  co m e s . 
A t  th a t p re cise  m o m e n t  w e  “b a c k s l id e .” 
I n  o th e r  w o rd s , w e  a re  g o o d  u n t il  th e re  
is a n y  sp e c ia l sa t is fa c t io n  in  b e in g  
o th e r w is e ; th e n  w e  a re  o th e rw is e .
W h e th e r  w e  re a liz e  it  o r  n o t, th e r e  is a 
g r e a t  d ea l o f  h y p o crisy  m ix e d  u p  in  o u r  
c o m p e titiv e  co d es o f  w h a t  c o n s titu te s  
sp ir itu a lity .

A s  so on  as w e  a re  th re a te n e d  w ith  
th a t  sp ir itu a l s ta te , w e  s ta r t  to  w re stle  
w ith  th e  m y ste ry  o f  d iv in e  lo v e . W e  
flo a t a ro u n d  in  a v ery  ra r ifie d  sp h e re  o f  
co sm ic  b liss  b a s k in g  in  th e  c o sm ic  l ig h t , 
an d  filled  to  o v e rflo w in g  w ith  a d o ra tio n  
fo r  e v e r y th in g  an d  e v e ry o n e  e x ce p t o u r 
re la tiv e s . O f  co u rse , in f in ite  lo v e  d oes 
n o t in c lu d e  p o lit ic s , re lig io u s  in s t i tu  
t io n s , b u sin e ss  a sso c ia te s , o r  th o se  w h o  

a t  a n y  t im e  o r  u n d e r  a n y  c o n d it io n  h av e 
in ju r e d , o ffe n d e d , o r  an n o y ed  u s, o r  had  

th e  a u d a c ity  to  te ll u s a n  u n p le a sa n t 
t r u th  a b o u t o u rse lv e s . O n e  g ro u p  I  

k n o w  c o n c e n tr a te d  o n  c o sm ic  lo v e  fo r  

th ir ty  y ea rs , w ith  th e  re su lt th a t  n o  tw o
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o f  th is  se lect l i t t le  c l iq u e  a re  o n  s p e a k  
in g  te rm s .

M a y  w e  in q u ir e  d is c re te ly : W h a t  is 
d iv in e  lo v e ?  O n e  d e a r  so u l to ld  m e  th a t 
sh e  e n v e lo p ed  h e rs e lf  in  it fo r  a h a l f  
h o u r  ev e ry  a f te r n o o n . I t  n e v e r  sh o w ed  
p a r t ic u la r ly , b u t it  w a s to o , to o  d iv in e . 
W h a t  w a s  sh e  t h in k in g  a b o u t?  H o w  
d id  sh e  fe e l?  I n  w h a t  w a y  w a s sh e  a c  
tu a lly  b e tte r  o ff  as th e  re s u lt  o f  th is  
d a ily  r i tu a l?  S h e  d id  n o t  h a v e  th e  
r e p u ta tio n  fo r  b e in g  e sp e c ia lly  th o u g h t  
f u l  o r  co n s id e ra te  o f  o th e rs . I n  fa c t , 
sh e  w a s r e c o g n iz e d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  w o rse  
g o ssip s  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d . H e r  a lib i 
f o r  b r o a d c a s t in g  o th e r  p e o p le s ’ p riv a te  
liv e s  w a s  th e  p io u s a n d  sm u g  c o n v ic  
t io n  th a t  w h a t  she rep ea ted  w a s  fo r  
t h e ir  o w n  g o o d . T h e  sa m e  la d y  w a s  a 
h y p o c h o n d r ia c , s l ig h tly  d is p e p tic , an d  
e sp e c ia lly  ir r i ta b le  w h e n  sh e  h ad  o n e  o f  
h er “ sp e lls .” S h e  e x p la in e d  to  m e  th a t  
w ith o u t  h e r  m e d ita tio n  sh e  ju s t  co u ld  
n o t  e n d u r e  th e  u n fe e lin g  an d  u n g ra te fu l 
e n v ir o n m e n t  in  w h ic h  sh e  w a s fo rce d  
b y  c irc u m s ta n c e s  to  a b id e . N o  o n e 
co u ld  d isco v e r  a n y  ta n g ib le  e v id e n ce  
t h a t  d iv in e  lo v e  h a d  o v e rc o m e  a s in g le  
u n p le a sa n t  tr a it  o f  h e r  c h a ra c te r .

T h e  S c r ip tu r e s  re m in d  u s th a t  it is  e x  
tre m e ly  d ifficu lt to  lo v e  G o d , w h o m  w e 
h a v e  n o t se e n , i f  w e  a re  u n a b le  to  lo v e  
o u r  n e ig h b o rs , w h o m  w e  h av e  se e n . 
T h e  d iffe re n c e  lie s  in  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
g e n e r a ls  v ersu s p a rt ic u la rs . I t  is  easy  
e n o u g h  to  se rv e  h u m a n ity , b u t  c o n s id e r  
a b ly  m o re  tro u b le so m e  to  serv e  a n y  o n e  
h u m a n  b e in g . I  h av e  k n o w n  a n u m  
b e r  o f  fo lk s  w h o  h a v e  d ev o ted  th e ir  liv es  
to  th e  g e n e ra l im p r o v e m e n t o f  th e ir  
w o rld , b u t  I  c a n n o t  f in d  a n y th in g  in  
p a r t ic u la r  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  d o n e  su c  
ce ssfu lly .

O n e  tro u b le  e v e ry w h e re  n o ted  is th e  
u n h a p p y  in te rv a l b e tw e e n  p la titu d e s  a n d  
p ra c tic a l  s o lu tio n s . T h o s e  w h o se  m in d s  
a r e  n o t tra in e d  in  th e  sc ie n ce s  d e a lin g  
w ith  h u m a n  b e h a v io r  an d  so cia l p ro b  
le m s  s im p ly  d o  n o t u n d e rsta n d  e ith e r  
th e  re a l n e e d s o r  th e  e ffic ie n t re m e d ie s . 
I n  fa c t ,  th e r e  a re  n o  g ra n d  fo rm u la s  
w h ic h  ca n  b e  a p p lie d  su cce ss fu lly  to  th e  
c o m p le x  s i tu a t io n s  o f  th e  h o u r . E v e n  
u tte r  s in c e r ity  is  n o t  e n o u g h  to  ju s t i fy  
im p r a c t ic a l  so c ia l e x p e r im e n ts . T h e  u n  

in fo r m e d , h o w e v e r , a re  e v e r-re a d y  to  g o  
in  w h e re  a n g e ls  fe a r  to  tre a d , co n v in c e d  
th a t  by  so m e  m ir a c u lo u s  m e a n s  th e  im  
p o ssib le  c a n  b e  a c c o m p lish e d .

I f  th e se  w e ll- in te n tio n e d  e n th u s ia s ts  
co n fu se d  o n ly  th e m se lv e s , it w o u ld  be 
b ad  e n o u g h , b u t  u su a lly  th e y  su cceed  in  
c o n fu s in g  m a n y  o th e rs  e q u a lly  e a rn e st  
a n d  e q u a lly  u n in fo r m e d . W e  m a y  p o in t 
o u t  a n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  w id e  in te rv a l b e  
tw e e n  fo r m u la s  a n d  fa c ts . T h e  in c id e n t 
o c cu rre d  in  a n  e n tire ly  d if fe re n t  sp h ere  
o f  l if e ,  b u t th e  p r in c ip le  re m a in s  th e  
sa m e . R e c e n tly  a n  e n te r p r is in g  c it iz e n  
ev o lv ed  a m a th e m a tic a l  sy stem  fo r  b e a t 
in g  th e  ro u le tte  w h e e l a t  L a s  V e g a s . 
T h e  sy s te m  w a s  c h e c k e d  a n d  re c h e ck e d  
by  m a th e m a tic ia n s  an d  n o  flaw  co u ld  be 
fo u n d  in  th e  c a lc u la t io n s . T h e r e  w as 
c o n s id e ra b le  p u b lic ity , a n d  th e  in v e n to r , 
e q u ip p e d  w ith  h is  p e r fe c t  p la n , w e n t to  
L a s  V e g a s  a n d  lo s t h is  m o n e y  l ik e  th e  
m e re s t  ty ro . T h e  sy stem  sh o u ld  h av e  
w o rk e d . I t  w as in fa l l ib le .  I t  co u ld  be 
p ro v ed  by  a v a rie ty  o f  ca lc u la t io n s . B u t  
th e  ro u le tte  w h e e l its e lf  b r o k e  th e  p a t 
te rn  o f  e x p e c ta n c ie s , a n d  lu c k  re m a in e d  
m is tre ss  o f  th e  w h e e l.

I t  is easy  to  g a in  a re p u ta tio n  fo r  re  
m a r k a b le  in g e n u ity , an d  in  th e  fie ld  o f  
r e lig io n  a n  u n u s u a l re c ip e  f o r  sa lv a tio n  
b r in g s  c o n s id e ra b le  d is t in c t io n . S o m e  
cre e d s h a v e  flo u r ish e d  fo r  c e n tu r ie s , b u t 
to  d a te , a ll h av e  fa ile d  to  b r in g  to  p ass 
th e  u n iv e rsa l re d e m p tio n  o f  m a n k in d . 
S a d  to  say , m o st o f  th o se  w h o  h a v e  a t  
ta in e d  th e  le v e l o f  th a t  sp ir itu a l “ so m e  
t h in g ”  h av e lo s t v ita l c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  
d a ily  u n c e r ta in t ie s  an d  d if f ic u ltie s  o f  
th e ir  n e ig h b o rs . T h e  p ro g re ss  o f  h u m a n  
so c ie ty  d ep en d s u p o n  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  
v is io n , th o u g h tfu ln e s s , a n d  s k i l l .  I f  
a n y  o n e  o f  th e  e le m e n ts  in  th is  c o m  
p o u n d  is la c k in g , th in g s  g o  a w ry .

T h e r e  is a s tra n g e  m e n ta l b lin d n e ss  
w h ic h  ca u ses  w e ll-m e a n in g  p eo p le  to  ig  
n o re  th e ir  o w n  s h o r tc o m in g s . T h e  less 
th e y  k n o w , th e  m o re  it  se e m s th e y  w ish  
to  sh a re  th e ir  in s e c u r ity  w ith  o th e rs . W e  
h a d  so m e o n e  in  n o t lo n g  a g o  w h o  w as 
q u a lif ie d , in  h is  o w n  e s t im a tio n , to  lead  
th e  p eo p les  o f  th e  e a r th  to  th e  P ro m is e d  
L a n d . H is  d ic tio n  w a s e x tra o rd in a ry . 
W ith  h im , th w as a lw a y s  p ro n o u n ced  
de. H e  to ld  m e  h e h ad  seen  “ d e l ig h t ,”
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“ d e t im e  h a d  c o m e ,” a n d  “ d is w a s d e 
b ig  m o m e n t .”  H e  w as q u a lif ie d  b y  a 
y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  o f  re a d in g  p o p u la r  m e ta  
p h y s ica l lite r a tu re  a b o u t G o d  w a n t in g  
e v e ry o n e  to  b e  r ic h . H e  h ad  a ll “ d e ” 
a n s w e rs , e x c e p t th a t  h e  d id  n o t  k n o w  
w h e re  to  b e g in , w h a t  to  te a c h , o r  h o w  
to  f in d  a n y o n e  w h o  w o u ld  l is te n . T h u s  
w e ll-q u a lif ie d  to  fo u n d  a su cce ssfu l cu lt , 
h e  w a n te d  m e  to  g iv e  h im  a fe w  p ra c  
t ica l p o in te rs . I  re c o m m e n d e d  th e  
P y th a g o re a n  d is c ip lin e  o f  f iv e -y e a rs  s il  
e n ce , b u t d o u b t i f  w e  ca n  h o p e  fo r  su ch  
a fo r tu n a te  o u tc o m e . H e  w as o n e  o f  
th o se  w h o  h ad  fe lt  “ d a t” s p ir itu a l “so m e  
th in g ” c re e p in g  o v e r  h im .

O n  th e  m o re  se r io u s  sid e , i t  is tru e  
b e y o n d  q u e s t io n  th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  
w h o  read s a b o o k  o n  m e ta p h y s ics  o r 
m y s tic ism  h a s th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  su d  
d e n ly  c o n ta c t in g  s o m e th in g  im p o rta n t  to  
h im s e lf . H e  o f te n  fe e ls  as th o u g h  a t 
la s t  th e re  w e re  a n sw e rs  to  q u e s tio n s  a n d  
e x p la n a tio n s  fo r  p ro b le m s  h ith e r to  c o m  
p le te ly  b a fflin g . M a n y  p eop le  h av e  to ld  
m e  th a t  th e  f ir s t  t im e  th e y  h a d  read  o r  
h e a rd  a b o u t re in c a r n a tio n  a n d  k a r m a , 
th e y  k n e w  by  so m e in te rn a l re a c tio n  
th a t  th e y  h ad  fo u n d  th e  t r u th . I t  is  
o n ly  n a tu ra l th a t  w h e n  w e  le a rn  so m e  
th in g  th a t  a n sw e rs  o u r  q u e s t io n s  w e 
sh o u ld  w a n t  to  sh a re  it w ith  o th e rs . 
W ith in  c e r ta in  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  m o d e ra  
t io n , w e  m a y  d o co n s id e ra b le  g o o d , b u t 
w e  m u st  n o t  o v e r lo o k  th e  d e e p e r im  
p lic a tio n . I t  re q u ire s  m o re  th a n  a 
p sy ch ic  e x p e r ie n c e , so m e  r e a d in g , a n d  
a fe w  c o m p lim e n ts  to  e q u ip  u s to  b e  
c o m e  in s tr u m e n ts  o f  d e stin y .

I f  fo lk s  w o u ld  ta k e  s to c k  o f  th e m  
se lv es  an d  h o ld  a m e n ta l m ir r o r  b e fo re  
th e ir  o w n  ey es, th e y  w o u ld  b e  in sp ire d  
to  a d v a n ce  th e ir  o p in io n s  w ith  ca u tio n .' 
I t  is  h a r d ly  l ik e ly  th a t  a n y o n e  w ith  a 
l im ite d  b a c k g r o u n d  is g o in g  to  a c c o m  
p lish , w ith  n e a tn e ss  a n d  d is p a tc h , th a t  
w h ic h  baffled  P y th a g o ra s , P la to , B u d d h a , 
a n d  Je su s . T h e  v a c a n t  a r g u m e n t  th a t  
t im e s  h a v e  ch a n g e d  c a n n o t  b e  p ro v ed  to  
b e  so lu t io n a l. P e rh a p s  t im e  h a s  c h a n g e d , 
b u t th e  tro u b le  is th a t  p eo p le  h av e  re  
m a in e d  th e  sa m e , a n d  it  is  p e o p le , n o t 
t im e , th a t  w e  asp ire  to  re fo r m . W e  a l  
w a y s o v e r lo o k  o u r  o w n  l im ita t io n s , u n less  
o u r  e c o n o m ic  su rv iv a l is  in v o lv e d , an d

th e n  w e  a re  p a in fu lly  a w a re  o f  th e m . 
M a n y  a y o u n g  b u sin e ss  m a n  h as ta k e n  
sp e cia l co u rse s  in  h is  sp a re  t im e  so  th a t 
h e  ca n  ju s t i fy  p ro m o tio n s  as th e y  co m e  
a lo n g . I f  a m a n  is w ill in g  to  d ev o te  sev  
e ra l y ears to  e q u ip p in g  h is  m in d  in  te le  
v is io n  e n g in e e r in g  so  as to  in c re a se  h is  
e a r n in g  c a p a c ity , m e ta p h y s ic ia n s  sh o u ld  
p o n d e r  th e  im p lic a t io n s . B e fo r e  a t  
t e m p tin g  to  re d e e m  h u m a n ity , i t  m ig h t  
b e  w e ll to  ta k e  a n  in te n s iv e  co u rse  in  
so c io lo g y , e c o n o m ic s , p o lit ic a l a d m in is  
t r a t io n , o r  in te r n a tio n a l a ffa irs . C e r ta in  
ly  it co u ld  d o  n o  h a r m , an d  w ith  
e q u a l ce r ta in ty  i t  w o u ld  p re v e n t  a g re a t  
d eal o f  t ro u b le .

T h e  B ib le  d ev o tes  c o n s id e ra b le  t im e  
to  th e  P h a r is e e s  w h o  a re  fo re v e r  c o m  
f o r t in g  th e m se lv e s  w ith  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  
th e y  a re  h o lie r  th a n  o th e rs . T h e  im  
p lic a tio n s  o f  th e  G o o d  B o o k  seem  to  
h a v e  fa lle n  o n  s te r ile  g ro u n d  a lo n g  w ith  
so m e  o f  th e  m u sta rd  seed s. T o d a y , 
p ra c tic a lly  ev e ry  re lig io u s  g r o u p , la rg e  
a n d  sm a ll, is  h o lie r  th a n  a ll th e  rest 
p u t to g e th e r . I t  w o u ld  seem  t h a t  w ith  
a ll th is  h o lin e ss  w e  sh o u ld  be l iv in g  in  
th e  m il le n n iu m  a n d  n o t in  th e  p re v a il 
in g  p a n d e m o n iu m . A ll  w e h av e  to  do 
is s it  b a c k , g e t  o u r m in d s  o f f  o u r 
o w n  so u l g r o w th  fo r  th e  m o m e n t , an d  
su rv ey  th e  s i tu a t io n  to  see w h a t  is  
w ro n g . T o  s u m m a r iz e : E v e ry o n e  is
r ig h t , a n d  e v e r y th in g  is w ro n g . H o w  
so  m a n y  p eo p le  co u ld  k n o w  so  m u c h  
a b o u t so  m a n y  th in g s  w ith o u t  a n y th in g  
b e in g  so lv ed  is  o n e  o f  th e  m in o r  m ir  
a c le s . T h e r e  is o n ly  o n e  a n s w e r  a n d  
th a t  is : W e  do n o t h a v e  th e  a n s w e r .

I t  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  n o te d  th a t  r e lig io u s  
m o tio n  is u su a lly  a cco m p lish e d  th r o u g h  
a v io le n t p ro cess  o f  re fo r m a t io n . I n d i  
v id u a ls  rise  w ith in  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  
o lo g y , re v o lt a g a in s t  p ra c tic e s  o r  p o lic ie s  
w h ic h  th e y  re g a rd  as w ro n g , a n d  a re  
p ro m p tly  th r o w n  o u t o f  th e  f a ith , b a g  
an d  b a g g a g e . A s  th e y  d e p a rt , th e y  a re  
a n a th e m a tiz e d , e x c o m m u n ic a te d , a n d  
v a rio u sly  in s u lte d , a n d  th e ir  im m o r ta l  
so u ls a re  a ss ig n e d  to  lim b o  o r w o rse . 
T h e s e  h e re tic s  th e n  fo u n d  n e w  re lig io n s , 
g a th e r  a ll th e  d isc o n te n te d  so u ls fro m  
th e  d o m in a n t  c re e d s , a n d  a re  d u ly  p erse  
cu te d  u n til  th e y  g e t  s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  
p e rsecu te  so m e o n e  e lse . B y  th a t  t im e ,
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th e y  h a v e  n o n c o n fo r m is ts  in  t h e i r  o w n  
m id s ts , an d  th e s e  re p e a t th e  fo r m u la  
ad nauseum.

T h e  m o ra l seem s to  p o in t a t th e  m e n  
a c e  o f  n e w  id ea s . T h e r e  is se ld o m  ro o m  
in  a n y  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  o r g a n iz a t io n  fo r  
a n  in d e p e n d e n t th in k e r . A s  a re su lt , 
th e  re lig io u s  w o rld  to d a y  h a s  m o stly  
fo llo w e rs  a n d  v ery  fe w  le a d e rs . A n y  
fo l lo w e r  w h o  e x h ib its  q u a lit ie s  o f  
le a d e rsh ip  is p ro m p tly  to ssed  o u t  o f  th e  
a sse m b ly  o f  th e  e le c t . T h i s  is d o n e  re  
g r e t fu lly  b u t f ir m ly , an d  in  th e  e n d  lead s 
to  c o u n tle ss  sm a ll m o v e m e n ts  so  b r o k e n  
a n d  d isco n n e c te d  as to  h a v e  s lig h t  in  
flu e n ce  u p o n  th e  la rg e r  bo d y  o f  so c ie ty .

L u t h e r  an d  H u s s  an d  W y c l i f f  an d  
T y n d a le  an d  C a lv in  a re  a ll e x a m p le s  o f  
re lig io u s  r e fo r m e r s  w h o  h a d  to  b r e a k  
w ith  p re v a ilin g  o r th o d o x ie s  in  o r d e r  to  
a c c o m p lis h  w h a t  th e y  re g a rd e d  to  be 
e sse n tia l re fo r m s . T h e  o r g a n iz a tio n s  fro m  
w h ic h  th ey  d ep a rted  re m a in e d  a d a m a n t 
an d  re fu se d  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  in e v ita b le  
e le m e n ts  o f  g r o w th  o r  c h a n g e  m o v in g  in  
th e  w o rld  a t  th a t  t im e . T h e  v a rio u s 
P ro te s ta n t  lea d ers  cre a te d  sec ts , sev era l 
o f  w h ic h  a tta in e d  to  a la rg e  fo llo w in g , 
b u t  in  th e  p ro cess th e y  g rie v o u sly  
w o u n d e d  e a ch  o th e r , an d  b u ilt  c re ed a l 
b a r r ie rs  w h ic h  h a v e  n e v e r  b e en  c o m  
p le te ly  re m o v e d . T h e  r e s u lt in g  c o n fu  
s io n , d isco rd , a n d  op en  a n ta g o n is m  
w e a k e n e d  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e lig io n  ev en  
m o r e  th a n  it  s tre n g th e n e d  th e  d is se n tin g  
d e n o m in a tio n s .

I t  is m u c h  th e  sa m e  w ith  m o d e rn  
m y s tic a l  an d  m e ta p h y s ica l m o v e m e n ts . 
T h e r e  is v ery  lit t le  f o r th r ig h t  co -o p e ra  
t io n  a m o n g  th e m . E a c h  v iew s w ith  sus 
p ic io n  b o th  th e  te n e ts  an d  m e th o d s  o f  
th e  o th e rs . D o c tr in a l  d if fe re n c e s  a re  
e m p h a s iz e d  to  th e  c o n fu s io n  o f  th e  la ity , 
w h ic h  m u st w e ig h  a b s tr a c t  p o lic ie s  w ith  
o u t th e  n e cessa ry  a p titu d e s . T h e  en d  o f  
a ll  th is  b ic k e r in g  is rev e a led  th ro u g h  a 
d is c o n c e r t in g  m a ss  o f  t ig h t  l it t le  - ism s , 
e a c h  o f  w h ic h  is c o n v in c e d  th a t  its  o w n  
p e c u lia r  c u lt  is th e  tru e  a x is  o f  th e  
s p ir itu a l u n iv e rse . In  m a n y  o f  th ese  
g ro u p s , n o n c o n fo r m ity  re m a in s  th e  
m o st d ea d ly  o f  th e  sin s . V ir t u e  is m e a s  
u red  in  te rm s  o f  u n q u e s t io n in g  a l 
le g ia n c e , an d  th e  h e re t ic  still fe e ls  th e

fu ll  w e ig h t  o f  th e  d isp le a su re  o f  th e  
o r th o d o x .

T h e  n o tio n  still l in g e r s  th a t a c o m  
p le te  d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  jo t s  an d  t it t le s  
o f  so m e cre ed  or o th e r  is  th e  f in a l p ro o f 
o f  s p ir itu a lity . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n e v er 
q u e s t io n e d , n e v e r  d o u b te d , a n d  n e v er 
d issen ted  ta k e  c o m fo r t  in  th e  b e lie f  th a t  
g r e a t  w ill b e  th e ir  rew ard  in  h e a v e n . 
T h e  q u a lity  o f  th e ir  a lle g ia n c e  a n d  th e  
a c tu a l su b s ta n ce  a n d  m e r it  o f  th e ir  d o c  
t r in e  rec e iv e  s lig h t  c o n s id e ra t io n . I t  
n a tu ra lly  fo llo w s  th a t so m e  very  n ic e  
p eo p le  h a v e  d ev o ted  th e ir  liv es  to  so m e 
v ery  stu p id  id ea s . I t  is  d o u b tfu l i f  su ch  
a p ro ce d u re  h a s te n s  th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  
m ille n n iu m .

W h i le  th is  c o n d it io n  p re v a ils , a n d  it 
se e m s to  m e  th e  p ro b le m  is e sse n tia lly  
d o c tr in a l, th e r e  is n o  p o ss ib ility  o f  a 
u n ite d  f r o n t  o n  p ra c tica l issu es. T h e r e  
a re  e n o u g h  p eo p le  d e d ica te d  to  n o b le  
co n c e p ts  to  a c c o m p lis h  m a n y  n e e d e d  re  
fo rm s  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  th e  re lig io u s , 
s c ie n tif ic , p o lit ic a l, a n d  e c o n o m ic  sp h e re s  
if  th e  e n lig h te n e d  co u ld  e v e r  p re se n t a 
u n ite d  f r o n t . A s  a s im p le  e x a m p le , w e 
m ay  p o in t o u t th a t  th e r e  a re  n o  n a tio n a l 
p u b lic a tio n s  re p re s e n tin g  th e  in te re s ts  o f  
s tu d e n ts  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s , m y s tic is m , o r  
th e  e so te r ic  d o c tr in e s . S u c h  a jo u r n a l 
co u ld  e x is t  i f  e a c h  g ro u p  w e re  n o t a fra id  
th a t  a r t ic le s  by  r iv a l o r g a n iz a tio n s  m ig h t  
lead  th e ir  o w n  m e m b e rs  a s tra y . W e  
m ig h t  a lso  ad d  th a t  i f  a tru ly  re p re se n  
ta tiv e  in te rr e lig io u s  c o n g re s s  c o u ld  b e  
fo rm e d  it  w o u ld  h a v e  c o n s id e ra b le  
w e ig h t  in  su ch  p ro b le m s as m e d ica l 
m o n o p o lie s , e d u c a tio n a l p o lic ie s , a n d  th e  
field  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t, in c lu d in g  ra d io , 
th e  th e a te r , m o tio n  p ic tu re s , an d  n o w  
la s t , an d  p o ssib ly  le a s t , te le v is io n .

I  w o u ld  h a z a rd  a g u e ss , w ith  so m e  
e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  f ie ld , th a t  th e  n u m b e r  
o f  p erso n s a v o w ed lv  in te re s te d  in  th e  
b ro a d  lev e l o f  m e ta p h y sics  in  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  w o u ld  b e  b e tw e e n  fiv e  an d  ten  
m il l io n . T h i s  is a p o te n tia l fo rc e  w h ic h  
co u ld  d e m a n d  a n d  c o m m a n d  resp ect 
a n d  co n s id e ra t io n . T o d a y  th e se  tr u th  
se e k e rs  a re  sca tte re d  in  iso la te d  a n d , fo r  
th e  m o st p a rt , u n -c o -o p e ra tiv e  g ro u p s , 
c l iq u e s , e tc ., so m e  f lo u r is h in g  l ik e  th e  
p ro v e rb ia l g re e n  b a y  tre e , b u t  m a n y  
s tr u g g lin g  a lo n g  in  c e lla rs  an d  g a rre ts
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w ith  m e re  e x is te n c e  t h e ir  d o m in a n t  
co n c e r n . C e r ta in ly  th is  m e ta p h y s ica l 
iso la tio n is m  is re s p o n sib le  fo r  th e  u n  
fo r tu n a te  fa c t  th a t  w h ile  th e  h a rv e s te rs  
a re  m a n y , th e  h a rv e s t  is sm a ll. L a r g e r  
re a c tio n a ry  re lig io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  h av e  
l it t le  tro u b le  su b m e rg in g  o r  ev en  c o m  
p le te ly  e l im in a t in g  th e  sca tte re d  g ro u p s  
o f  id e a lis ts . T h i s  is e sp e c ia lly  t r a g  
ic  a t  a t im e  l ik e  th is  w h e n  id e a ls  a re  
th e  o n ly  h o p e  o f  o u r  c iv i l iz a t io n . W e  
m u st re c o v e r  f r o m  th e  i llu s io n  th a t  a l 
le g ia n c e  to  o n e ’s fa v o r ite  sec t is a g re a te r  
sp ir itu a l v ir tu e  th a n  c o -o p e ra t in g  f o r  
th e  g e n e r a l g o o d  o f  h u m a n ity .

T h e s e  l it t le  g ro u p s  are  a lso  in  a n  a l  
m o s t  c o n s ta n t  s ta te  o f  in te rn a l d o u b t 
an d  d e p re ss io n . T h e i r  su rv iv a l is a 
s e q u e n c e  o f  s m a ll tra g e d ie s  a n d  a s tru g  
g le  a g a in s t  u n fo r tu n a te  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  
th e y  h a v e  c re a te d  f o r  th e m se lv e s . T h e  
sa d d est s to ry  th a t  o n e  h e a rs  is th e  u n  
t im e ly  d e p a rtu re  o f  th e  m o st p r o m is in g  
m e m b e rs . T h e  v ery  o n e s  w h o  co u ld  
b e  o f  th e  g re a te s t  h e lp  m a k e  a  fe w  su g  
g e s tio n s  o r  re c o m m e n d  a n ew  p o licy  or 
tw o  an d  im m e d ia te ly  th e y  a re  t ra ito rs  to 
th e  sta tu s  q u o . W h e n  th e y  a re  w a rn e d  
to  c o n fo rm  o r  le a v e , th e y  p ro m p tly  lea v e . 
T h e n  e v e ry o n e  is u n h a p p y . F r e q u e n tly , 
th e se  d e p a r t in g  o n e s  p ro m p tly  fo u n d  a 
c u lt  o f  th e ir  o w n , d if fe r in g  in  n a m e  
o n ly  f ro m  th e  o n e  th e y  h av e  le f t . T h i s  
ca u se s  m o re  h a rd  fe e lin g s , a c c u sa tio n s  o f  
p la g ia r is m , e tc ., e t c . ,  a n d  a sm a ll re li  
g io u s  w a r  is in  th e  m a k in g . A s s u m in g , 
f o r  th e  m o m e n t, th a t  n o  u lte r io r  m o tiv e s  
a re  in v o lv e d  a n d  th a t  ev e ry o n e  is  a c t  
in g  in  g o o d  fa ith , l i t t le  o f  p ra c tica l 
v a lu e  is a c c o m p lish e d .

I  w a s p re se n t y ea rs  a g o  a t  th e  fu n e ra l 
o f  a m e ta p h y s ica l le a d e r  w ith  a c o n  
s id e ra b le  fo l lo w in g . T h e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  
d ecea sed  w e re  b e in g  e x to lle d  a t  so m e  
le n g th , w ith  sp e c ia l e m p h a s is  u p o n  h is  
u n w a v e r in g  d e v o tio n  to  “ th e  c a u se .” 
H is  t r a n s it io n  to  a b lessed  sta te  w as as 
su red  by  th e  fa c t  t h a t  in  n e a r ly  f if ty

y ea rs  h e  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a n ew  id e a  or 
h a d  e v e n  g iv e n  u p  a n  old  o n e . I f  w e  
a re  h e re  to  g ro w  as N a tu r e ’s p ro cesses 
in t im a te  o r a re  h e re  to  h e lp  o th e rs  g ro w , 
it  w o u ld  seem  th a t  th e  d ecea sed  h a d  
c o n tr ib u te d  v ery  l it t le  to  a n y  ty p e  o f 
p ro g re ss .

O r g a n iz a t io n s , l ik e  in d iv id u a ls , m u st  
e ith e r  g ro w  o r  p e r ish . T o  d a te , th e  te n  
d en cy  h a s  b e e n  to  p e r ish . T h e  p ro ce s* 
o f  d is in te g r a tio n  m a y  b e  le n g th y  i f  th e  
s tru c tu re  is d e e p -ro o te d , b u t  o n ly  th a t  
w h ic h  a ch ie v e s  a c o n te m p o ra r y  p ersp e c  
tiv e  ca n  su rv iv e  th e  p re ssu re  o f  t im e . 
I t  h as  a lw a y s  seem ed  s tra n g e  th a t  a  
w o rld  in  w h ic h  so m a n y  r e lig io n s  f lo u r 
ish  o r  h a v e  flo u r ish e d  co u ld  b e  so la c k  
in g  in  m o ra lity  a n d  e th ic s . P e rh a p s  th e  
a n s w e r  lie s  in  th e  te n d e n c y  o f  re lig io u s  
m o v e m e n ts  to  re t ire  to  th e ir  iv o ry  to w  
e rs  c o n te n t  to  p re a ch  w h e th e r  a n y o n e  
lis te n s  o r  n o t. T h e s e  o r g a n iz a tio n s  a lso  
seem  co m p le te ly  o b liv io u s  to  th e  c o n se  
q u e n c e s  o f  th e ir  p re a c h in g , if th e r e  be 
a n y  c o n se q u e n c e s . C e r ta in  th a t  th e y  a rc  
r ig h t  in  e v e r y th in g , th e se  cre e d s  sit 
b a c k  an d  w a it  fo r  h u m a n ity  to  c o m e  to 
th e m . I f  a p ro b le m -p la g u e d  la y m a n  
d oes n o t ch o o se  to  seek  re fu g e  in  o n e  o f  
th e s e  c a m p s  o f  c o n s o la tio n , it serv es h im  
r ig h t  an d  th e  d ev il ca n  h a v e  h im .

I t  is d ifficu lt to  u n d e rsta n d  h o w  th e  
re lig io u s  o f  th e  w o rld  c a n  read  th e  h is  
to r ie s  o f  th e ir  o w n  sects  a n d  n o t p ro fit  
fro m  su c h  a p u rsu it . T h e o lo g ia n s  to d ay  
a re  m a k in g  e x a c t ly  th e  sa m e  m is ta k e s  
th e y  h a v e  m a d e  fo r  th e  la s t e ig h te e n  
c e n tu r ie s , a n d , sad  to  say , m o st o f  th e  
m e ta p h y s ic a l m o v e m e n ts  a r c  m a k in g  
p re cise ly  th e  sa m e  m is ta k e s  as th e  th e o  
lo g ia n s . G r o u p s , w h ic h  fiv e  h u n d re d  
y ears a g o  w e re  p e rsecu ted  fo r  n o n c o n  
fo r m ity , a re  n o w  p e rse c u tin g  w ith  e q u a l 
fe rv o r a n y  n o n c o n fo r m is ts  w h o  a rise  
w ith in  th e ir  ra n k s . O r g a n iz a t io n s  ju s t  
seem  to  w a it  fo r  th a t  b lessed  d ay  w h e n  
th e y , in  tu r n , c a n  d o as th e y  w e re  d o n e  
b y . W o r s t  o f  a l l ,  th is  so rry  c o n d it io n  is 
p erp etu a te d  b e n e a th  a th in  v e n e e r  o f  an  
a ll-p r e v a ilin g  C h r is t ia n  c h a r ity , b ro th e r ly  
lo v e , a n d  th e  l ik e . W h i le  th is  c o n tin u e s , 
i t  m ay  b e  q u e stio n e d  as to  w h e th e r  th e  
re lig io n s  o f  th e  w o rld  a re  e n tit le d  to th e  
m e a su re  o f  re sp e ct w h ic h  th e y  d e m a n d  
w ith  w o rd s b u t  d o  n o t ju s t i fy  by  a c t io n .
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A ll h u m a n  b e in g s  l ik e  to  be reg a rd e d  
as h o n o ra b le  an d  w ish  to  be resp ected  
fo r  th e ir  in te llig e n c e  an d  in te g r ity . T o  
m e r it  th is  e ste e m , th e  in d iv id u a l m u st 
p ra c tice  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  ju s t i fy  p u b lic  
a p p ro v a l. In  th e  re lig io u s  w o rld  par 
t ic u la r ly , th e  te n d e n cy  is to  re g a rd  th e  
m in is try  as th e  m o st im p o rta n t  b r a n c h  
o f  s p ir itu a l sc ie n c e . A lth o u g h  th e  w o rd  
ministry im p lie s  to  minister to ( th a t  is, 
to serve, help, protect, an d  assist) th e  
w o rd  h a s  co m e , th ro u g h  u sa g e , to  m e a n  
s im p ly  to preach. O b v io u s ly , p re a c h in g  
is th e  e a sies t w ay  to  sp read  th e  G o sp e l 
to  th e  u n b e lie v e rs . T h e  in e fficacy  o f 
p r e a c h in g  is m o re  o r less rev ea led  by th e  
a m o u n t  th a t h a s  b e e n  d o n e  a n d  th e  
p o v e rty  o f  re su lts . P r a c t ic e  is fa r  m o re  
im p o r ta n t  th a n  p re a c h m e n t, b u t is n o t 
n e a r ly  so  co n v e n ie n t . W h ile  w o rd s  tak e  
p re ce d e n ce  ov er d eed s, re lig io n  w ill c o n  
tr ib u te  v ery  l it t le  to  th e  p re se n t h u m a n  
e m e rg e n c y .

E v e n  p ra c tic e  re q u ire s  th o u g h tfu ln e s s . 
W e  h av e a te n d e n cy  to  c o rre c t  f irs t th o se  
fa u lts  a n d  fa il in g s  fo r  w h ic h  w e  h av e  
th e  lea st a t ta c h m e n t . S m a ll-m in d e d n e ss  
in  m e ta p h y s ica l t h in k in g  ca u ses  us to 
s tr a in  a t g n a ts  a n d  sw a llo w  c a m e ls . 
W e  su d d e n ly  d isco v er th a t  ca ts  a re  o u r 
y o u n g e r  b r o th e r s , so w e  p ro ceed  to 
g a th e r  in  a ll th e  stray s  in  th e  n e ig h b o r  
h o o d . W h i le  w e  a re  e x e r c is in g  th is  d eep  
s p ir itu a l a p p r e c ia tio n  fo r  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
ity  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss , w e  a re  n o t o n  sp e a k  
in g  te rm s  w ith  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  o u r 
o w n  h u m a n  fa m ily , an d  a re  e n tire ly  u n  
m in d fu l  o f  c iv ic  re s p o n s ib ility . I  on ce  
k n e w  a c h a ra c te r  o f  th is  k in d  w h o  used 
to  h a v e  h e a rt-to -h e a r t  ta lk s  w ith  b u tte r  
cu p s an d  d a n d e lio n s . T h i s  d e a r  soul 
h a d  tw o  c h ild r e n , o n e  o f  w h o m  ran  
a w a y  a n d  m a rr ie d  to o  so o n  to  escap e  an  
im p o ss ib le  d o m e stic  s itu a t io n , a n d  th e  
o th e r  ch ild  d ev e lo p ed  c r im in a l  te n d e n  
c ie s  a n d  is n o w  b e in g  tre a te d  in  an  in  
s t itu tio n  d ev o ted  to  th e  r e h a b ilita t io n  o f  
p sy c h o n e u r o tic s . N e a r ly  a lw a y s it is th e  
s a m e . S p ir itu a l  g ra c e s  a re  cu ltiv a te d  a t  
th e  e x p e n se  o f  d o w n -to -e a rth  p h y sica l 
v irtu e s .

T h e  fa u lt  is n o t a lo n e  w ith  th e  jo in e r . 
M o s t  re lig io u s  o r g a n iz a tio n s  a re  so a n x  
io u s to  a ttr a c t  su s ta in in g  m e m b e rs  th a t 
th e y  c o m p e te  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  in  o ffe r in g

sa lv a tio n  w ith  a m in im u m  o f  e ffo r t . 
T h e  p ro sp e c tiv e  m e m b e r  ' h e a rs  l it t le  
a b o u t se lf-d isc ip lin e  an d  a g r e a t  d eal 
a b o u t a d v a n c in g  ra p id ly  in  m y s tica l 
p o w ers an d  e c o n o m ic  e s ta te . N irv a n a  is 
ju s t  a ro u n d  th e  c o rn e r . I f  you  jo in  th e  
r ig h t  g ro u p , you  a re  p ra c tica lly  th e r e , 
an d  th e  f in a l p u sh  w ill b e  g iv e n  by  a 
fe w  p riv a te  lesso n s f r o m  th e  “ g ra n d  
h ie r o p h a n t .” Y e a r  a f te r  y ear th e  stu d e n t 
h e a rs  a b o u t th in g s  h e  n e v e r  q u e s tio n s , 
a b s tr a c t  ru le s h e  m u st fo llo w  fa ith fu lly , 
an d  c e r ta in  lit t le  p r iv a te  re s tr ic tio n s  
w h ic h  d if fe r  w ith  e a ch  se c t. T h e  sp e cia l 
v irtu e s  in  th ese  g ro u p s  h a v e  to  do 
p r im a rily  w ith  th e  ru le s im p o sed  by th e  
c u lt . U s u a lly  th ese  s im p ly  in te r fe re  
w ith  n o rm a l l iv in g  w ith o u t  im p r o v in g  
a n y th in g  p e rce p tib ly .

In  tr y in g  to  o b ey  a m a ss  o f  re c o m m e n  
d a tio n s  an d  c o n f lic t in g  su g g e stio n s , th e  
n e w  d isc ip le  loses a ll sen se  o f  p ro p o r  
t io n . H e  fo rg e ts  th a t th e  u n iv e rse  b e  
lo n g s  to  th e  L o r d , a n d  th a t G o d  an d  
N a tu r e  h av e  th e ir  o w n  ru le s w h ic h  
m o rta ls  c a n n o t d isobey  w ith  im p u n ity . 
I t  is fa r  m o re  im p o rta n t  to k e e p  fa ith  
w ith  th e  u n iv e rse  th a n  w ith  so m e  m a n  
m a d e  th e o lo g ic a l  s ta tu te . A f te r  th e  p e r  
sp e ctiv e  h a s  b e e n  d is to rte d  b y  c a u s in g  
s lig h t  m a tte rs  to  a p p e a r  o v e r w h e lm in g  
ly  im p o r ta n t , th e  tru th  se e k e r  is c o n  
fu sed  by  b a d  c o n d it io n in g  o f  th e  m in d . 
H is  n o rm a l sen se  o f  v a lu e s  h a s  b e e n
d is tu rb e d , a n d  w h e n  h e  loses c e r ta in  
s im p le , p ra c tica l a n c h o ra g e s  h e  is w ell 
o n  th e  w ay  to w a rd  b e c o m in g  a p sy  
c h o tic . H e  d ev e lo p s c u r io u s  sy m p to m s 
w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  a la r m in g  to  a la y m a n , 
b u t w h ic h  to  th e  co n d it io n e d  w o u ld -b e  
m y s tic  a re  sy m p to m s  o f  h is  in c r e a s in g  
sp ir itu a lity . W e  m u st re m e m b e r  th a t 
fiv e  h u n d re d  y ears a g o  id io ts  w e re  re  
g a rd e d  as p a rticu la r ly  u n d e r  th e  d iv in e  
fa v o r , b e c a u se  th e ir  c u r io u s  a c tio n s  co u ld  
n o t b e  e x p la in e d  by a n y  re a s o n a b le  sys 
te m  o f  p h ilo so p h y . I t  m ig h t  be m e n  
tio n e d  th a t  so m e  o f  o u r m o d e rn  m y stics  
a re  a lso  a c t in g  a lit t le  s t ra n g e ly , an d  th e y  
also  a re  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th is  in d ic a te s  th e  
p ro x im ity  o f  D e ity .

T h e  la c k  o f  b a s ic  re lig io u s  e d u c a tio n  
is re s p o n sib le , a t least in  p a rt , fo r  th e  
g u ll ib i l i ty  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  in  
m a tte rs  th e o lo g ic a l. W h i le  i t  is  c e r ta in -
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ly tru e  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  u n fa ir  fo r  th e 
p u b lic  sch o o ls  to te a c h  se c ta r ia n  d o c  
tr in e s , th e re  is no  reason  w h y  y o u n g  
p e o p le ' sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  so m e a c q u a in t  
a n ce  w ith  th e  sp ir itu a l id ea ls  o f  th e ir  
race . W e  are  q u ite  w ill in g  to  in s tru c t 
th e m  in  o u r  e c o n o m ic  id e a ls , o u r  p o lit  
ica l p o lic ie s , o u r so c ia l th e o r ie s , a n d , to  
a d e g re e , o u r  h is to r ic a l p sy ch o lo g y . A s 
re lig io n  h as b e e n , an d  re m a in s , o n e  of 
th e  m o st p o w e rfu l fo rce s  in h u m a n  life , 
it w o u ld  seem  p ra c tica l to  in c lu d e  at 
lea st a g e n e r a l o u tlin e  o f  its d o m in a n t  
co n ce p ts  an d  p re cep ts .

A f te r  a ll, th e  p u rp o se  o f  e d u c a tio n  is 
to  a c q u a in t  us w ith  th e  tra d it io n  an d  
e x p e r ie n ce s  o f  o u r  k in d  in o rd e r  th a t 
w e  m a y  b e co m e  c o n s tru c t iv e  a n d  co  
o p e ra tiv e  u n its  in  o u r  so cia l s tru c tu re . 
I f  th e  b as ic  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  g re a t  re  
l ig io u s  an d  p h ilo so p h ica l sy stem s o f  th e  
w o rld  w e re  p re sen ted  im p a r tia lly , w e 
w o u ld  be b e tte r  e q u ip p e d  to d is c r im in a te  
b e tw e e n  h o n o ra b le  sp ir itu a l c o n v ic tio n s  
an d  cu lts  w h ic h  a re  o b v io u sly  fa n ta s tic  
o r  fr a u d u le n t . T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  a p  
p ro a ch e s im p o rta n t  re lig io u s  d e c is io n s 
c o m p le te ly  u n in fo r m e d , i f  n o t a c tu a lly  
m is in fo rm e d . H e  m u st m a k e  d e c is io n s 
in v o lv in g  in n e r  c o n v ic t io n s  w ith o u t  an  
a d e q u a te  re fe re n c e  fra m e  o r  th e  in f o r  
m a tio n  n e ce ssa ry  to  so u n d  ju d g m e n t. 
It  is n o t s u rp r is in g , th e n , th a t  th e  d e c i 
s io n s are  fa u lty  an d  f r e q u e n tly  lead  to 
u n fo r tu n a te  a llia n ce s .

T h e  p o p u lar b e lie f  th a t  re lig io n  is n o t 
e sse n tia l in  a n  e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m  is 
in c o rre c t . E a c h  m a tu re  c it iz e n  m u st 
liv e  w ith  h im s e lf  an d  d ir e c t  h is  co n d u ct 
by  in te rn a l c o n v ic t io n . I f  th e  in n e r  l ife  
o f  th e  p eo p le  fa ils ,  th e  p h y sica l s tru c  
tu re  o f  so c ie ty  w ill co lla p se . W c  h av e  
a b u n d a n t  p ro o f o f  th is  in  th e  re co rd s o f  
p ast c iv i liz a t io n s , b u t a p p a re n tly  w e are  
n o t in c lin e d  to  b e n e fit  f ro m  th e  e x p e r i  
e n ce s  o f  o u r  p re d ecesso rs. O n ly  n o n  
se c ta r ia n  in te rr c lig io u s  e d u c a tio n  ca n  
p ro te c t  a v e ra g e  m o rta ls  fro m  th e  in to le r  
a n c e s  o f  so m e  sec ts  a n d  th e  a b su rd itie s  
o f  o th e rs . W e  c a n n o t  be su re  th a t w e 
h a v e  th a t sp ir itu a l “ s o m e th in g ” u n less 
w e  h a v e  a t le a st  a re m o te  co n ce p t o f 
w h a t  c o n s titu te s  rea l sp ir itu a lity . T r ia l  
a n d  e rro r  is a lo n g  an d  p a in fu l m eth o d  
fo r  a c q u ir in g  e x p e r ie n c e , b u t it is th e

o n ly  w ay  a v a ila b le  in  th e  m o d e rn  w o rld  
w h e re  in te l lig e n t  d ire c tio n  is e n tire ly  
la c k in g .

A n o th e r  d e fic ie n c y  o f  o u r e d u c a tio n a l 
th e o ry  is rev e a led  by th e  s ta te  o f a b je c t  
m e n ta l h e lp le ssn e ss  w h ic h  d is tin g u ish e s  
th e  g ra d u a te s  o f  o u r  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n i  
v e rs itie s . O u ts id e  th e  fo rm a l b o u n d a rie s  
o f  th e  a c a d e m ic  s tru c tu re , th e  a v e ra g e  
B .  A . is as h e lp le ss  an d  g u llib le  as a 
sm a ll c h ild . I t  h a s  b e e n  p rov ed  on  
n u m e ro u s  o c ca s io n s  th a t th e  easies t p er 
so n  to  fo o l, d e ce iv e , o r  e x p lo it  w ith  re  
lig io u s  fra u d  is th e  h ig h ly  tra in e d  sc ie n  
tis t o r  th e  p ro m in e n t  in te lle c tu a l. U n t i l  
ad v a n ce d  s c h o o lin g  s tim u la te s  m e n ta l 
a c tiv ity  in ste a d  o f  c u lt iv a t in g  m e m o ry  
a lo n e , w e w ill h av e  b u t  lit t le  real a d  
v a n c e m e n t in  le a r n in g . T h e  e n lig h t  
e n e d  re lig io u s  p erson  m u st  h a v e  a c e r  
ta in  a m o u n t o f  in it ia t iv e . H e  m u st be 
a b le  to  th in k  fo r  h im s e lf , w e ig h  an d  
co n sid e r  e v id e n c e  w ith  so m e s k ill ,  an d  
h av e  th e  co u ra g e  to  resist d o c tr in e s  
w h ic h  ca te r  o n ly  to  q u a lit ie s  in h im se lf  
w h ic h  h e  k n o w s  are  n o t co m m e n d a b le .

M a tu r ity  o f  re lig io u s  b e lie f  c a n n o t be 
a tta in e d  a p a rt fro m  m a tu r ity  in  o th e r  
b ra n ch e s  o f  so c ie ty . W e  c a n n o t  b e  sp ir  
itu a lly  re d eem ed  an d  a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  
b e  c u ltu ra lly  b e n ig h te d  a n d  e c o n o m ic a l  
ly  a d o le sc e n t. T h e  w o rld  c a n n o t  p ro  
d u ce  p erso n s w h o  a re  h ig h -th in k e r s  an d  
lo w -liv e rs  a t th e  sa m e tim e . T h e  s p ir  
itu a l e x p e r ie n c e  is p ro b a b ly  th e  h ig h e st  
o f  h u m a n  a t ta in m e n ts , an d  it c o n su m  
m a te s  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  in  m a n y  d e p a rt  
m e n ts  o f  h u m a n  c h a ra c te r . I t  is fo o lish  
to  b e liev e  th a t  w c  ca n  fa il in  sm a ll 
th in g s  an d  a t th e  sa m e  t im e  su cceed  in  
v ast p ro je c ts . T h e  reaso n  w h y  w e h av e  
so m a n y  c o n flic t in g  n o tio n s  a b o u t re  
l ig io n  is th a t o n ly  a sm a ll m in o r ity  h as 
e v e r  e x p e r ie n ce d  th e  fa c ts  o f  fa ith .

I f  th a t sp ir itu a l q u a lity  is d ifficu lt o f  
a t ta in m e n t, it is a lm o st e q u a lly  h ard  to 
d e fin e . W h e n  th o se  w h o  d o  n o t k n o w  
w h a t  sp ir itu a lity  is th in k  th ey  hav e it 
o r  b e lie v e  th e y  h a v e  d isco v ered  it  in 
so m e o n e  e lse , th e re  a re  b o u n d  to  b e  c o m  
p lic a tio n s . T h e  tru th  is th a t  w e  ca n n o t 
id e n tify  w ith  c e r ta in ty  a q u a lity  in  o th e rs  
w h ic h  is n o t e q u a lly  m a tu r e  in  o u r  
se lv es . S o m e tim e s  th e  re a s o n in g  g o es  
th u s : “ S p ir itu a li ty  is ra re  a n d  d if fe re n t .
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T h e  c h a p  I  h a v e  ju s t  m e t  is c e r ta in ly  
d if fe r e n t ;  p e rh a p s  h e  is  s p ir itu a l .” I f ,  
th e n , h e te lls  u s h e is  s p ir itu a l, th e  
e v id e n c e  is co n c lu s iv e .

A s  w e h av e  n o  su re  m e a su re  o f  w h a t  
is s p ir itu a l, w e h a v e  n o  w ay  o f  co n te s t  
in g  th e  c la im s  o f  a n o th e r . A lg e r n o n , 
f o r  e x a m p le , is d e fin ite ly  e c c e n tr ic . H e  
is h y p e rse n s itiv e , h y p e r th y ro id , a n d  su f  
fe rs  f r o m  h y p e rte n s io n . H e  is  v ery  o u t 
sp o k e n  an d  h a s  o p in io n s  a b o u t ev e ry  
t h in g .  I f  co n tra d ic te d , h e  b e co m e s  v io  
le n t  an d  re tire s  in to  S a n s k r it .  H e  seem s 
q u ite  d e ta ch e d  f r o m  th is  w o rld , a n d  it 
is w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  th a t  h e  is u n p o p u la r  
w ith  h is  c re d ito rs . H e  h a s  v ery  n e w  
id e a s  a b o u t a r t , an d  m a k e s  o c ca s io n a l 
a llu s io n s  to  e x is te n tia lis m . H e  w ears 
th e  b a g g y  tw e e d s w h ic h  a re  th e  h a ll  
m a r k  o f  h ig h e r  in te lle c tu a lis m . N o  o n e 
se e m s to  k n o w  ju s t  w h e r e  h e  c a m e  
f r o m , e x a c tly  h o w  h e liv es , o r  w h e re  h e 
e x p e c ts  to  b e  to m o rr o w . T h e r e  is tal\ 
th a t  h e  w a s in  T i b e t ;  i t  is rumored  th a t  
h e  is a y o g i ;  an d  h e h as  sev era l b o o k s 
re a d y  to  c h a n g e  th e  co u rse  o f  h is to ry  
w h e n  h e  c a n  f in d  a n  e n lig h te n e d  p u b  
l is h e r . W h o  ca n  te ll?  P e rh a p s  h e  is 
s p ir itu a l. H e  is h ard  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith , 
b u t , th e n  a g a in , p ro b a b ly  G o d  w o u ld  b e  
h a r d  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  i f  h e  d id n ’t see 
th in g s  o u r  w a y .

I f  a n y  o f  A lg e r n o n ’s fr ie n d s  k n e w  
m u c h  o f  a n y th in g  a b o u t s u b je c ts  sp ir  
i tu a l ,  th ey  co u ld  c la ss ify  h im  im m e d ia te  
ly . B u t  in  th e  sh a d o w  o f  th e  p re v a ilin g  
ig n o r a n c e , h is  sp ir itu a l p ro p o r tio n s , if  
a n y , a re  d if f ic u lt  to  d e fin e . T h e r e  w ill 
a lw a y s  b e  so m e o n e  w h o  th in k s  th a t 
A lg e r n o n  is ju s t  to o , to o  d iv in e . T h e  
e v id e n ce  w h ic h  led to  th is  co n c lu s io n , 
h o w e v e r , is to o  a tte n u a te d  to  b e  u n d e r  
s ta n d a b le  b y  th e  p ro fa n e . T h o u s a n d s  
o f  su c h  c h a ra c te rs  as A lg e r n o n  h a v e  b e en  
l iv in g  o ff  th e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  fo r  y ears 
b e c a u s e  th e  y a rd s tic k  n e cessa ry  to  m e a s  
u re  th e m  co rre c tly  is u n a v a ila b le . T h e s e  
A lg e r n o n s  a re  n o t  a ll ra sca ls  an d  d e  
ce iv e rs . S o m e tim e s  th e y  h a v e  d ece iv ed  
th e m se lv e s  in to  b e lie v in g  th a t  d iv in ity  is 
p e cu lia r ly  m in d fu l o f  th e m . A  g ood  
p sy ch ia tr is t  co u ld  c la r ify  th e  w h o le  s itu a  
t io n  in  a s h o r t  t im e  i f  a n y o n e  w e re  in  
te re s te d . H e  w o u ld  g e t  n o  th a n k s  in  
su c h  a ca se , fo r  th e  b e lie v e rs  w o u ld  in  

sist th a t  h e w a s to o  m a te r ia lis t ic  to  r e c  
o g n iz e  th e  m y s tic  o v e rto n e s .

In  th e  co u rse  o f  y ears , I  h a v e  b e e n  
co n su lte d  by a n y  n u m b e r  o f  s in c e re  fo lk s  
w h o  d id  n o t k n o w  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e  
tw e e n  th e  a s c e n d in g  o f  th e  k u n d a lin i  
an d  a g a s tro in te s t in a l d is tu rb a n c e . O n e  
in d iv id u a l w h o  h e a rd  sp ir it  b e lls  r in g  
in g  in  h is  e a rs  re c o v ered  w h e n  a n  u l  
ce ra te d  w isd o m  to o th  w as re m o v e d . 
H ig h  b lo o d  p re ssu re  h a s  b e e n  m is ta k e n  
fo r  in it ia t io n , a n d  sp in a l le s io n s  h av e  
p assed  a s  e le m e n ta l p o ssessio n s. W h e n  
e v e r  th e  m y s tic a lly -in c lin e d  fe e l p e c u lia r  
o r  h a v e  d iz z y  sp e lls , a h ig h e r  e n tity  is  
e n te r in g  th e ir  a u ra s , e tc . I t  is v ery  h a rd  
to  c o n v in c e  su c h  fo lk s  th a t  th e  sy m p  
to m s a re  d u e  to  so m e p h y sica l p ro b le m  
th a t re q u ire s  im m e d ia te  a t te n t io n . A s  
a s im p le  a n d  s in c e re  w o rd  o f  w a r n in g , 
I  w o u ld  r e c o m m e n d  th a t  a n y o n e  s tu d y  
in g  m e ta p h y s ic s  w h o  d ev e lo p s a n y  u n  
u su a l sy m p to m s o r  n o te s  a n y  c h a n g e  in  
h is  p h y s ica l h e a lth  sh o u ld  c o n su lt  a re  
l ia b le  p h y s ic ia n , as it is p e r fe c t ly  p o ssib le  
fo r  m y s tic s  to  h a v e  th e  sa m e  a ilm e n ts  
th a t  a ffe c t  e v e ry o n e  else.

I t  is a lso  n o t u n u s u a l fo r  d e v o u t p e r  
so n s to  b e c o m e  p sy c h o tic  as a re su lt o f 
fo l lo w in g  o c c u lt  e x e rc ise s  a n d  p ra c tice s  
a d v o ca te d  by  g ro u p s  th e m se lv e s  d e lu d e d . 
In  fa c t , e v e n  e x te n s iv e  re a d in g , i f  th e  
lite r a tu re  b e  fa n ta s t ic  a n d  u n re a s o n a b le , 
ca n  re s u lt  in  th e  b u ild in g  o f  in ju r io u s  
p sy ch o ses . U n s o u n d  re lig io u s  d o c tr in e s  
an d  p ra c tic e s  c a n  u n d e r m in e  th e  p h ys 
ica l h e a lth  an d  u n b a la n c e  th e  bo d y  
ch e m is try . T h e  p ro b le m  ta k e s  o n  p sy  
c h o s o m a tic  p ro p o r tio n s , a n d , u n le ss  th e  
c o n d it io n  is c o rre c te d , ca n  lead  to  b o th  
m e n ta l a n d  p h y s ica l d isea ses . A d v a n ce d  
stu d ie s  re q u ir e  a so lid  fo u n d a tio n  o f  
n o rm a lc y  a n d  c o m m o n  sen se . W ith o u t  
th e se  c e n s o r in g  p o w ers , d e lu s io n  is  a l  
m o st in e v ita b le .

G e n u in e  sp ir itu a l g ro w th  is a s im p le  
an d  n a tu ra l u n fo ld m e n t . I t  c a n n o t  be 
h a s te n e d  be y o n d  th e  n a tu ra l a p titu d e  o f  
th e  s tu d e n t . P ro g re ss  is  m e a su re d  in  th e  
u n fo ld m e n t  o f  c h a ra c te r  an d  th e  in c re a se  
o f  in te rn a l p o ise . P h ilo s o p h y  te a ch e s  
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  th e  ru le s  a n d  la w s g o v  
e r n in g  h u m a n  g ro w th  a n d  b e h a v io r . 
R e lig io n  is a n  in te rn a l e x p e r ie n c e , an d  
sp ir itu a l in s ig h t  c a n n o t  b e  b e s to w e d ; it
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m u st  b e  a tta in e d . I t  is n o t a n y  e a sie r  
to  b e co m e  w ise  th a n  it is to  b e c o m e  a 
g r e a t  m u s ic ia n  o r  a g re a t  a r t is t . G r o w th  
m e a n s  w o rk , lo n g  a n d  p a tie n t  e n d e a v o r , 
m o tiv a te d  by a s in ce re  d e sire  to  b e co m e  
e n lig h te n e d . T h e  g r e a t  p ia n is t  P a d e  
re w s k i, o n ce  to ld  a f r ie n d : “ I f  I  d o  n o t 
p ra c tic e  fo r  o n e  d a y , I  k n o w  it . I f  I 
d o  n o t p ra c tic e  fo r  tw o  d ay s , m y  fr ie n d s  
k n o w  i t ;  an d  i f  I  d o  n o t p ra c tice  fo r  
th re e  d a y s , th e  w o rld  k n o w s  i t .”

E u c lid  o n ce  to ld  th e  k in g  o f  E g y p t  
th a t  th e r e  w a s n o  ro y a l ro a d  to  k n o w l 
e d g e . T h i s  a p p lie s  e q u a lly  to  sp ir itu a l 
e n lig h te n m e n t. N o  sec t o r  c re e d  ca n  
p ro m ise  s a lv a tio n  o r  i l lu m in a t io n  a n d  
fu lf i l l  th a t  p ro m is e . I f  a m a n  l ik e  
P a d e r e w s k i  w a s so  d ev o ted  to  g re a t 
m u sic  th a t  h e  p ra c tice d  m a n y  h o u rs  
ev ery  d ay  fo r  o v e r  s ix ty  y ea rs , o u r  d e v o  
t io n  to  tru th  su g g e sts  e v e n  g re a te r  c o n  
s e c ra t io n . T h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  m a n  h im  
se lf  is in f in ite ly  m o re  d iff icu lt th a n  th e  
p e r fe c t io n  o f  a n y  a r t  o r  sc ie n c e . In  th e  
p re sen ce  o f  th e  fa c ts , m o st p re te n sio n s 
a re  re v e a le d  in  th e ir  tru e  l ig h t . O n ly  
th o se  d e e p ly , g e n tly , a n d  d e v o u tly  d e d i 
ca te d  to  th e  serv ice  o f  t r u th  h av e  a n y

r ig h t  to  c la im  th a t  th e y  a re  s p ir itu a l, 
a n d , n e ed less  to  say , th e y  h a v e  le a rn e d  
to o  m u c h  to  c la im  a n y  m e r it  fo r  th e m  
se lv es .

I t  is sad , in d e e d , to  f in d  fo lk  c o u n t  
in g  th e  je w e ls  in  th e ir  c ro w n  b e fo re  th ey  
h av e  a n y th in g  th a t  re m o te ly  re se m b le s  a 
c ro w n . I t  is a ll a te r r ib le  m is u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  o r ig in a t in g  in  th e  e x p lo ita t io n  
o f  m a n ’s n a tu ra l in s tin c t  to  seek  fo r  
t r u th . T h e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  th is  h o n o r  
a b le  a n d  c o m m e n d a b le  d e s ire  h a s  led to  
th e  e le v a tio n  o f  p se u d o re lig io u s  p r in  
cip les  to  a h ig h  p la ce  a m o n g  h u m a n  
co n v ic t io n s . U n t i l  w e r e a liz e  th a t  m a n ’s 
sp ir itu a l g r o w th  is im p o ss ib le  w ith o u t  
d is c ip lin e  a n d  c o n s e c ra t io n , o u r  th e o lo  
g ie s  w ill  r e m a in  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  in e ffe c  
t iv e . T o o  m a n y  cre e d s h a v e  in te r fe re d  
w ith  g ro w th , th u s  r e ta r d in g  ra th e r  th a n  
a d v a n c in g  th e  h u m a n  ca u se . I t  is as 
n a tu ra l fo r  m a n  to  g ro w  u p  sp ir itu a lly  
as it is fo r  h im  to  m a tu re  p h y s ic a lly , 

b u t  in  b o th  cases th e  e n la r g e m e n t  is 

fro m  w ith in , a n d  is g o v e rn e d  b y  th e  u n  

c h a n g e a b le  la w s o f  N a tu r e  a n d  n o t by  

th e  n o tio n s  an d  o p in io n s  o f  m e n .

H e r a c l itu s , re m a in in g  s ile n t  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a m o st ta lk a t iv e  g ro u p , w a s  a sk e d  
w h y  h e  re m a in e d  s ile n t . H e  re p lie d  th a t  it w as ju s t  h is  u n se lf is h  n a tu r e ; h e  w a3 
g iv in g  th e  o th e rs  m o r e  o p p o rtu n ity .

B e in g  re p ro a ch e d  b e ca u se  h e  w o u ld  n o t b e  e le c te d  to  p u b lic  o ffice , C h ry s ip p u s  
th e  p h ilo so p h e r , e x p la in e d : “ I f  I  g o v e rn  b a d ly , I w ill  d isp le ase  th e  g o d s ; i f  I  g o v e rn  
w e ll, I  w ill d isp le a se  th e  p e o p le .”

T o  o n e  w h o  so u g h t to  b e c o m e  h is  d is c ip le , b u t w h o  h a d  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f  
m u s ic , g e o m e try , o r  a s tro n o m y , Z e n o c ra te s  s a id : “ B e g o n e !  Y o u  h a v e  n o t e v e n  th e  
h a n d le s  o f  p h ilo so p h y .”

" T h e  A th e n ia n s ,”  said  A r is to t le ,  “ in v e n te d  tw o  th in g s , c o rn  a n d  la w , b u t  m a d e  
u se o n ly  o f  c o r n .”

A  m a n , b o a s t in g  o f  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  h is  c o u n try  to  A r is to t le , rece iv e d  th e  fo llo w  
in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n : “C o n s id e r , a m o m e n t , w h e th e r  you be w o rth y  o f  so n o b le  a 
n a t io n .”



9vi go y . 3 i s .

Greek

M y th o lo g y

f J ' H E  m y th o lo g y  o f  th e  G r e e k s  an d  
R o m a n s  h a s  su rv iv ed  to  th e  m o d e rn  

w o rld  la rg e ly  th ro u g h  th e  in d u s try  o f 
T h o m a s  B u lf in c h ,  w h o se  b o o k  T he Age 
of Fable h a s  b e e n  a h o u se h o ld  c la ss ic  fo r 
n e a r ly  a c e n tu ry . T h e  m y th s  a n d  le g  
e n d s  as co lle c te d  an d  d ig ested  b y  B u l  
f in c h  h av e b e e n  re g a rd e d  w ith  th e  sa m e  
u n c r it ic a l  a ffe c t io n  b e sto w ed  u p o n  th e  
fa iry  sto r ie s  o f  H a n s  C h r is t ia n  A n d e rs o n  
an d  th e  b r o th e r s  G r im m . I t  is ra th e r  
a m a z in g  th a t  a C h r is t ia n  w o rld  w h ic h  
h a s  o b je c te d  s tre n u o u sly  to  e v e r y th in g  
p a g a n  s in ce  th e  d ays o f  th e  f irst p a tr is  
t ic s  sh o u ld  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  
H e lle n ic  g o d s an d  g o d lin g s  so  lo v in g ly  
to  its  b o so m . O f  co u rse , th e  p u b lic  
m in d  is u n p re d ic ta b le  an d  h a s  a w a rm  
p la ce  in  its  h e a rt fo r  th e  e q u a lly  u n  
o r th o d o x  m u s in g s  o f  th a t so p h is tica te d  
o ld  Is la m ite , O m a r  th e  te n tm a k e r . N o  
o n e  se e m s to  h a v e  n o tice d  a n y  in c o n  
s is te n cy  b e tw e e n  th e  d o c tr in e s  set fo r th  
in  th e  Rubaiyat an d  th e  m o re  re ce n t 
p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  th e  A rc h b is h o p  o f  
C a n te r b u r y .

O f  c o u rs e , m o d e rn  re a d e rs  d o  n o t ta k e  
c la ss ic  fa b le s  se r io u s ly . T h e y  a re  d e  
l ig h tfu l  a n d , in  th e  o r ig in a l,  so m e w h a t 
e a sy  r e a d in g  a n d  a re  a n  e n d u r in g  m o n u  
m e n t  to  th e  fo ib le s  o f  th e  G r e c ia n s . W e

e v e n  l ik e  to  c o n te m p la te  th e  im p ro v e  
m e n t  in  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  th e o lo g y , an d  
th e  g e n e r a l re fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  co sm o s 
w h ich  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p lish e d  w ith  b e n  
e fit  o f  th e  P ro te s ta n t  R e fo r m a tio n . I  re  
m e m b e r  o n e  o ld  c o lle g e  p ro fe sso r  w h o  
in s is ted  u p o n  p r o n o u n c in g  S o c ra te s  as 
S o -c ra -te s , w h o  fo r  f if ty  y ea rs  had  b e e n  
a t a lo ss  to  u n d e rsta n d  h o w  P la to  and  
A r is to t le  co u ld  h a v e  a cce p te d , as a p o in t 
th e o lo g ic a l, th a t  Z eu s to o k  o n  th e  fo rm  
o f  a b u ll an d  sw a m  o u t to  sea w ith  
E u r o p a . I  m a y  ad d  in  ju s t ic e  to  th e  
g o o d  m a n  th a t  h e a lso  h ad  tro u b le  w ith  
Jo n a h  an d  th e  w h a le . H o w e v e r , h e re a  
so n ed  th a t  th e  Jo n a h  sto ry  g a in e d  fa v o r 
a t a t im e  co n s id e ra b ly  less e n lig h te n e d  
th a n  th e  g o ld e n  ag e  o f  G r e e k  in te lle c -  
tu a lis m .

O n e  y ear I  h e lp ed  tw o  y o u n g  co lle g e  
m e n  w h o  h ad  ch o se n  to  p re p a re  sp e cia l 
p a p ers  o n  G r e e k  c u ltu r e . W e  d ecid ed  to  
su g g e st th e  p o ss ib ility  th a t G r e e k  m y th  
o lo g y  m ig h t  h a v e  a m e a n in g  d e ep er a n d  
m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  th a n  w a s g e n e r a lly  su p  
p o sed . W e  d ev elo p ed  th e  b a s ic  id ea  in 
sev e ra l th o u sa n d  w e ll-c h o se n  w o rd s , and  
th e  p a p e rs  in  d u e t im e  w e re  tu rn e d  in  
fo r  g r a d in g . T h e  y o u n g  m e n  g o t m ost 
sa t is fa c to ry  m a r k s , b u t th e  p ro fe sso r  of 
p h ilo so p h y , w h o , in c id e n ta lly , h ad  m a-
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jo re d  in  a th le t ic s , b lu e -p e n c ile d  th e  fa ta l 
p a ra g ra p h s  w ith  c u r io u s  m a rk s  s ig n ify  
in g  c o n s te rn a tio n . I  w ill say  fo r  h im  
th a t h e re c o m m e n d e d  a n  e n la r g e m e n t  o f  
th e  th e m e  w ith  a p p ro p ria te  d o c u m e n ta  
t io n , as th e  co n c e p t w a s  re v o lu tio n a ry .

T h e  m o d e rn  sch o la r  m u st  be n a iv e , 
in d e e d , i f  h e  is w ill in g  to a ssu m e  th a t 
th e  B r a h m a n  p ries ts  o f  In d ia  b e lie v e d  
th a t  th e  S u p re m e  G o d  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  
w a s th re e -h e a d e d , o r  th a t  H a n u m a n , 
k in g  o f  th e  ap es , b u rn e d  th e  c ity  o f  
L a n k a  by  r u n n in g  th ro u g h  th e  b u ild in g s  
w ith  h is  ta il o n  f ire . W h i le  it is pos 
s ib le  th a t th e  u n le tte re d  an d  u n le a rn e d  
acce p te d  so m e o f  th e  old  le g e n d s  l it e r  
a lly , it is q u ite  in c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  m e n  
l ik e  S o lo n , D e m o c r itu s , P la to , an d  A r is  
to t le  acce p te d  th e  c o n c e p t  th a t h e a v e n  
w a s in  a sta te  o f  c o n s ta n t  u p ro a r , due 
to  th e  p h ila n d e r in g  o f  th e  O ly m p ia n  
d iv in it ie s . T h e  a v e ra g e  m o d e rn  re a d e r 
o f  T he Age of Fable h a s  n o  k n o w le d g e  
or ev en  a fa ir  n o tio n  o f  th e  re lig io n  o f  
th e  c la ss ica l G r e c ia n s . T h e  c u ltu r e  o f  
G re e c e  su rv iv es  to  us la rg e ly  th ro u g h  
th e  n a m e s  o f  a b o u t th re e  h u n d re d  i llu s  
tr io u s  m e n  an d  w o m e n , w h o se  re  
se a rch e s  in  sc ie n c e , p h ilo so p h y , th e  a rts , 
p o lit ic s , so c io lo g y , a n d  e c o n o m ic s  m a d e  
p o ssib le  th e  rise  o f  m o d e rn  c iv i l iz a t io n . 
O u ts id e  o f  v e n e ra b le  p erson s in  w h ite  
to g a s  an d  H o m e r ’s d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e 
T r o ja n  W a r ,  o u r  o p in io n s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  
H e lle n e s  la c k  d e fin it io n .

I t  w o u ld  seem  th a t  w e sh o u ld  h av e  
w it  e n o u g h  to  re a liz e  th a t  th e  A th e n ia n  
S ta te , th o u g h  b u rd e n e d  w ith  th e  in e v i 
ta b le  c o rru p tio n s  w h ic h  a c c o m p a n y  h u  
m a n  a m b it io n s , w as in  th e  m a in  a ra th e r  
e n lig h te n e d  c o m m u n ity . A t  le a st, th e re  
w as l ig h t  e n o u g h  th e r e  to  i l lu m in e  th e  
w h o le  w o rld  fo r  m o re  th a n  tw o  th o u  
san d  y ears th e r e a fte r , so w e m a y  su sp ect 
th a t  th e y  e n jo y e d  a fa in t  g lo w  o f  it 
th e m se lv e s .

W h a t  lit t le  w e  c a n  le a rn  o f  G r e e k  
m a n n e rs , c u s to m s , o c c u p a tio n s , a n d  p re  
o c c u p a tio n s  se e m s to  in d ic a te  a m a tu re  
a n d  e v e n  a s o m e w h a t-so p h is tica te d  p eo  
p le w h o  e n jo y e d  l iv in g  an d  w e re  n o t 
a sh a m e d  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e ir  p ro fo u n d  
re g a rd  fo r  c o m fo r t ,  p le a su re , a n d  a read y  
w it . T h e y  w e re  n e v e r  b u rd e n e d  w ith  
re lig io u s  in h ib it io n s , a n d  v iew ed  life

an d  d e a th  w ith  a se re n ity  p ast o u r  c o m  
p re h e n s io n . In  m u s ic , a rc h ite c tu re , 
p a in t in g , sc u lp tu r in g , p o e try , a n d  th e  
d a n ce , th e y  rev e a led  a n  a e s th e tic  m a tu r  
ity  o n ly  p o ssib le  to  th o se  h ig h ly  c iv iliz e d  
in  th e  e sse n tia l m e a n in g  o f  th e  te rm .

W e  h a v e  c o m e  to  a d m ire  c e r ta in  
p h ases o f  G r e e k  c u ltu r e  a n d  a t th e  sa m e  
t im e  h a v e  c o m p le te ly  ig n o re d  o th e r  
e q u a lly  s ig n if ic a n t  asp e cts . T h e  p o lit ic a l 
th e o rie s  o f  P la to  h av e  b e e n  rev iv ed  p e r i 
o d ic a lly , a n d  h a v e  sh ared ' d is tin c tio n  
w ith  th e  lo g ic  o f  A ris to t le  an d  th e  a to m  
ism  o f  D e m o c r itu s . W e  a re  in d eb ted  
to  th e  G r e e k s  fo r  m u c h  o f  th e  m a c h in e ry  
o f  s ta te sc r a ft , th e  a rc h ite c tu re  o f  o u r 
p u b lic  b u ild in g s , an d  so m e o f  th e  n o  
b le s t  ca n o n s  o f  a rt . I t  is o n ly  re a so n  
a b le  th a t  w e sh o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  g re a t  
m e n  to  b e  in  so m e  m e a su re  th e  p ro d u cts  
o f  t im e  an d  p la ce . I f  th e  G r e e k  p h i 
lo so p h e rs  p ossessed  e x tra o rd in a ry  m e n ta l 
c la r ity  a n d  in te g r ity , it w a s  b e ca u se  th e y  
w e re  n o u r is h e d  by  lo fty  id e a ls  a n d  h ig h  
p r in c ip le s .

T h e  so u rce  o f  th e  G r e e k  p h ilo so p h y  
w a s th e  G r e e k  th e o lo g y . O n  th is  im  
p o rta n t s u b je c t , v ery  lit t le  h a s  b e e n  w r i t  
te n  by  m o d e rn  sc h o la rs , an d  su ch  a rtic le s  
as h a v e  a p p e a re d  a r e , fo r  th e  m o st p a rt, 
su p e rfic ia l. I t  is k n o w n  th a t P la to  c u l  
t iv a te d  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  P y th a g o r ic  
se c t, an d  in  th e  c lo s in g  y ea rs  o f  h is  l ife  
co m p o se d  sev e ra l w o rk s  o n  m y stica l 
th e o lo g y . T h e s e  w r itin g s  h av e  n o t been  
re co v e re d , an d  it is p ro b a b le  th a t  th ey  
h av e  n o t su rv iv e d . I t  is r e m a r k a b le  th a t 
P la t o ’s p h ilo so p h ica l Dialogues sh o u ld  
h a v e  d escen d ed  co m p a r a tiv e ly  in ta c t , 
a n d  h is  re lig io u s  b o o k s  h a v e  co m p le te ly  
v a n is h e d . I t  se e m s p o ssib le  th a t  th e  
e a rly  C h u r c h , w h ic h  h ad  a p p ro p ria te d  
so m a n y  o f  th e  P la to n ic  id ea s , fo u n d  it 
e x p e d ie n t to  d estro y  th e  so u rce  o f  th ese  
te a c h in g s .

T h e  N e o p la to n is t , P ro c lu s , w r i t in g  in  
th e  5 th  c e n tu ry  A . D . ,  a tte m p te d  a res  
to r a t io n  o f  th e  P la to n ic  th e o lo g y . S o  
n o b le  a n d  le a rn e d  w e re  h is  c o m m e n  
ta r ie s  th a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  ca lle d  th e  P la  
to n ic  su cce sso r , in  th a t  h e p re serv ed  th e  
g e n iu s  an d  e n tir e  su cce ss io n  o f  P la to . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  w o rk s  o f  P ro c lu s  are  
g e n e ra lly  n e g le c te d  b e ca u se  o f  th e ir  m y s  
t ic a l  im p lic a t io n s . A n  E n g l is h  e d it io n
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w a s p u b lish e d  in  L o n d o n , in  1 8 1 6 , 
th r o u g h  th e  in d u s try  o f  T h o m a s  T a y lo r ,  
u n d e r  th e  t it le  Six Booths of Proclus on 
the Theology of Plato. D u e  to  f in a n c ia l  
l im ita t io n s , o n ly  a fe w  co p ie s  o f  th is  e x  
c e e d in g ly  v a lu a b le  w o r k  w e re  p r in te d , 
a n d  th ese  a re  a lm o st  u n o b ta in a b le  to d a y . 
T h e r e  a p p e a rs  to  b e  a c o n sp ira c y  a m o n g  
th e  m o d e rn  sch o la s tic s  to  p re v e n t th e  
m e ta p h y s ica l w r itin g s  o f  P la to  f ro m  
r e a c h in g  p u b lic  a t te n t io n .

E v e n  a s u p e rfic ia l s tu d y  o f  th e  Com 
mentaries of Proclus w ill  c o rre c t  th e  p re  
v a i l in g  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  a b o u t th e  
m y th o lo g y  o f  th e  G r e c ia n s . I t  im m e d i 
a te ly  b e c o m e s  e v id e n t th a t  th e  c la ss ic  
fa b le s  a re  fr a g m e n ts  o u t o f  c o n te x t  o f  a 
s u b lim e  d o c tr in e  a b o u t  G o d  a n d  N a tu r e , 
a n d  th e  o r ig in  a n d  d e stin y  o f  th e  h u m a n  
so u l. T h e  co n c e p ts  a n d  o p in io n s  w h ic h  
w e  c h e r is h  to d a y  a re  in s ig n if ic a n t  w h e n  
c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  m a je s ty  o f  th e  c la ss ic  
t r a d it io n . T h i s  g r e a t  th e o lo g y  is  th e  
o n ly  re a s o n a b le  e x p la n a tio n  f o r  th e  a p  
p a re n tly  sp o n ta n e o u s  g e n iu s  o f  th e  G r e e k  
a r t is ts  a n d  in te lle c tu a ls . M e n  n o u rish e d  
by  su c h  sp ir itu a l fo o d  w o u ld  h a v e  th e  
c o u ra g e  a n d  v is io n  n e ce ssa ry  to  b e c o m e  
le a d e rs  in  sev e ra l b ra n c h e s  o f  e sse n tia l 
le a r n in g .

M o d e r n  s tu d e n ts  o f  c la ss ica l cu ltu r e  
a r e  fu lly  a w a re  th a t  th e  in it ia te s  o f  th e  
S ta te  M y s te r ie s  w e re  th e  g u a r d ia n s  and  
c u s to d ia n s  o f  th e  e so te r ic  tra d it io n  a m o n g  
th e  G r e c ia n  p ro v in ce s . T h a t  th e se  M y s  
te r ie s  w e re  im p o rta n t  to  th e  G r e e k s , 
w e re  h o n o re d  an d  v e n e ra te d  b y  th e m , 
a n d  re g a rd e d  as d iv in e ly  in s titu te d  is 
a lso  g e n e r a lly  k n o w n . M o st  o u ts ta n d  
in g  sch o la rs  w h o  flo u r ish e d  d u r in g  th e  
c la ss ica l p er io d  w e re  in it ia te s  o f  th ese  
M y s te r ie s  a n d  te stifie d  to  th e ir  e x c e l 
le n c e . U s u a lly  su c h  re fe re n c e s  w e re  
v e ile d  o r  w o rd e d  o b scu re ly , as th e  in i  
t ia te s  th e m se lv e s  w e re  v o w ed  to  secrecy . 
T h e  th o u g h tfu l  re a d e r, h o w e v e r , h a s  n o  
d iff icu lty  in  f in d in g  a llu s io n s  to  th e  
sacred  d ra m a s  an d  th e  m a rv e lo u s  h a p  
p e n in g s  w h ic h  a c co m p a n ie d  th e m . W h y  
h a v e  su c h  re fe re n ce s  b e e n  ig n o re d  o r  
r id ic u le d , an d  th e  e n tir e  s u b je c t  d is  
m issed  w ith  a  d e p re c ia to ry  g e s tu r e ?  
P e r h a p s  th e  a n s w e r  lies in  th e  te m p e r  o f  
th e  t im e s . O u r  h ig h e r  in te lle c tu a ls  a re  
so c o m p le te ly  d e d ica te d  to  a n  o p p ress iv e

a n d  d e p re ss in g  m a te r ia lis m  t h a t  th e y  re  
je c t  e m p ir ic a lly  as a b su rd  a n y  m y stic a l 
o r  m e ta p h y s ica l in g re d ie n ts  in  th e  co m  
p o u n d  o f  in te lle c tu a lis m . T h e  M y s te r ie s  
e m p h a s iz e d  th e  re a lity  o f  d iv in e  m a tte rs  
a n d  w e re , th e r e fo r e , in  te rm s  o f  m o d e rn  
c r it ic is m , m o n u m e n ts  to  s u p e rs tit io n . 
I t  is p a ss in g  s tra n g e  th a t  th e  g ra d u a te s  
fro m  th e s e  u n iv e rs it ie s  o f  d e lu s io n  
sh o u ld  still  be  h o n o re d  as th e  w ise st  o f  
m o rta ls .

M o s t  o f  th e  e le g a n t  fa b le s  a rra n g e d  
a n d  e d ite d  b y  B u lf in c h  w e re  d e riv e d  
fr o m  th e  r itu a ls  o f  th e  G r e e k  M y s te r ie s . 
T h e y  w e re  n e v e r  in te n d e d  to  b e  ta k e n  
lite r a lly , a n y m o r e  th a n  w a s  A e so p ’s 
fa b le  o f  th e  fo x  a n d  th e  g ra p e s . W e  
h a v e  a ll e n jo y e d  th e  fa ir y  ta le  o f  S n o w  
W h it e  a n d  th e  sev e n  d w a r fs , b u t  it 
w o u ld  b e  r id ic u lo u s  to  s e tt le  d o w n  to  an  
in te r m in a b le  a r g u m e n t  o v e r th e  h is to  
ric ity  o f  th e  sto ry . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 
p e rh a p s  i t  h as  b e e n  d ism issed  to o  l ig h tly . 
T h e  p re se n t v e rs io n  p ro b a b ly  c a m e  fro m  
R u s s ia , an d  th e  R u s s ia n s  g o t  it f ro m  th e  
M o n g o ls . P a r a l le l  le g e n d s  e x is t  in  
C h in a  a n d  In d ia , b u t it  is  b e n e a th  th e  
d ig n ity  o f  sc h o la rs  to  e x a m in e  th e  pos 
s ib le  re lig io u s , p h ilo s o p h ic a l, o r  ev en  
s c ie n tif ic  c o n te n t  o f  fo lk lo re .

A  p e c u lia r  a n d , to  u s , ra th e r  u n h a p p y  
k in d  o f  c a s te  sy stem  e x is te d  a m o n g  all 
a n c ie n t  n a t io n s . T h i s  a p p lied  esp e c ia lly  
to p u b lic  w o rs h ip . T h e  c o m m o n  p eo  
p le ce le b ra te d  th e ir  g o d s  w ith  fe s tiv a ls , 
p ro ce ss io n s , an d  v a r io u s  p u b lic  e x h ib i  
tio n s . T h e i r  re lig io u s  l if e  w a s  s im p le , 
l i te r a l , a n d  o b v io u s . T h e y  p e r fo rm e d  
th e  r ite s  a n d  ritu a ls  p re scrib e d  by  th e  
p ries ts , p a id  th e ir  ta x e s , an d  stoo d  read y  
to  b e  d ra fte d  w h e n  n e ig h b o r in g  S ta te s  
m a d e  w a r . S la v e r y  w a s e x te n s iv e ly  p ra c  
t ic e d , a n d  in  e a rly  t im e s  th o se  w h o  
co u ld  n o t pay th e ir  d eb ts  b e c a m e  th e  
se rv a n ts  o f  th e ir  c re d ito rs . O n ly  a  fre e  
m a n  o r  w o m a n  o f  g oo d  c h a r a c te r  co u ld  
be in it ia te d  in to  th e  S ta te  M y s te r ie s , an d  
o n ly  a h ig h ly  tra in e d  p erso n  w ith  e x  
c e p tio n a l a p titu d e  co u ld  b e  a d v a n ce d  to  
th e  h ig h e r  g ra d e s . T h u s  re lig io n  w a s 

sh a rp ly  d iv id e d , m u c h  as s ta ted  by S t .  

P a u l ,  w h o  sep a ra ted  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  
fa ith  in to  m ilk  fo r  b a b e s  a n d  m e a t  fo r  

m e n . U n fo r tu n a te ly , m o d e rn  th e o lo g is ts
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in h e r ite d  o n ly  th e  m ilk , a n d  p ro m p tly  
s k im m e d  th a t .

T o d a y  w e g iv e  th a n k s  th a t  w e  m a y  
all sh a re  e q u a lly  in th e  b e n e fits  o f  o u r  
re lig io n s , b u t th e  s itu a t io n  is n o t so a t  
tra c tiv e  as first a p p e a rs . N o th in g  is 
co n ce a le d  to d a y , b e ca u se  w e  d o n o t 
k n o w  a n y th in g  w o rth  c o n c e a lin g . T h e  
d iv in e  s c ie n ce  o f  h u m a n  re g e n e ra t io n , 
w h ic h  w a s  th e  tru e  a rc a n u m  o f  th e  
M y s te r ie s , is n o t a v a ila b le  to  a l l ;  in  fa c t , 
i f  w e  m a y  ju d g e  b y  th e  g e n e r a l c o m  
p la in t, it is n o t  a v a ila b le  to  a n y . W e  
c a n n o t  le g is la te  s p ir itu a l d e m o cra cy , fo r  
th e  reason  th a t  g r o w th  d e p e n d s u p o n  
th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l. T h i s  
in te g r ity  c a n n o t  b e  b e sto w e d  b y  a n  a c t  
o f  C o n g re s s ; it  m u st  be ea rn e d  b y  d e d i 
c a t io n  to  h ig h  p r in c ip le s . I t  is fo o lis h , 
th e r e fo r e , to  a ssu m e  th a t  w e  h a v e  u n  
v eiled  th e  a n c ie n t  sa n c tu a r ie s  an d  p il 
la g ed  th e  o ld  te m p le s  o f  th e ir  p rice less 
sec re ts . N o  m a n  c a n  s to rm  th e  g a tes  
o f  h e a v e n , an d  th e  a u d a c io u s  m o r ta l  
w h o  tr ie d  to  s te a l th e  th u n d e rb o lts  o f 
Z eu s m e re ly  d estro y ed  h im s e lf  w ith  th e  
l ig h tn in g s .

S p e a k in g  o f  th e  fo x  an d  th e  so u r 
g ra p e s  su g g e sts  a d ir e c t  a n a lo g y . L a c k  
in g  th e  k e y  to  u n lo c k  th e  a n c ie n t  fa b le s , 
w e  n o w  so le m n ly  p ro n o u n c e  th e m  m e a n  
in g le ss  an d  u n w o rth y  o f  o u r in te re s t. 
B u t  w e  a re  th e  lo sers. T h o u g h t le s s n e s s  
h a s  its  o w n  re w a rd , an d  w e  a re  su ffe r  
in g  to d ay  f r o m  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  o u r 
d is in c lin a t io n  to  im p ro v e  o u rse lv e s  w h ile  
w e  a re  h ard  a t w o rk  tr y in g  to  p e r fe c t  
o u r p h y sica l c iv i l iz a t io n .

I f  th e  c la ss ic  m y th s  w e re  ta k e n  fro m  
se c re t  r itu a ls , it  b e co m e s  e v id e n t  th a t  
th e s e  r itu a ls  th e m se lv e s  w e re  p a g e a n ts  
o r  th e a tr ic a l  p ro d u c tio n s  p e r fo rm e d  a t  
s ta ted  in te rv a ls  a s  a n  in te g ra l p a rt  o f 
w o rs h ip . S o m e  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s  w e re  
h e re d ita ry  in s titu t io n s  w h ic h  o r ig in a te d  
w ith in  c e r ta in  fa m il ie s ,  a n d  w e re  p e r  
p e tu a te d  by  p rie s ts  an d  p ries tesses  se lected  
fr o m  th e se  fa m il ie s . P o ss ib ly  in  th e  
b e g in n in g  th is  w a s th e  u su a l p ro ce d u re , 
b u t  as t im e  passed  an d  in te rm a rr ia g e  
a ffe c te d  th e  b lo o d  s tre a m , th e  e le c t io n  
o f  th e  h ie r a rc h y  to o k  o th e r  fo rm s . O c  
c a s io n a lly , th e  se rv a n ts  o f  th e  te m p le  
w e re  se lected  by  o r a c le s , o m e n s , or by  
th e  u tte ra n c e s  o f  e n tr a n c e d  p rie s ts . In

a n y  e v e n t, th e  r itu a l o f  a p a r t ic u la r  M y s  
tery  w a s based  u p o n  m y th s  a n d  le g e n d s  
w h ic h  h ad  a c c u m u la te d  a b o u t a c e r ta in  
g o d , d e m ig o d , o r  h e ro . T h e  m y ste r io u s  
b ir th , g r o w th , a n d  th e  m a tu r ity  o f  th e  
d e ity , h is  e x p lo its , m ir a c le s , a n d  a d v e n  
tu re s , a n d , f in a lly , h is  m a r ty r d o m  or 
t ra n s la tio n  b e c a m e  th e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  a 
th e a tr ic a l  p ro d u c tio n . U s u a lly , th e  d eity  
h im s e lf  w a s  b e liev ed  to  b e  m in d fu l  o f  
h is  M y s te r ie s , a n d  w o u ld  in te rce d e  fo r  
h is  w o rs h ip e rs  in  v a rio u s  w a y s.

A s  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  M y s te r ie s  c e le  
b r a t in g  e ith e r  th e  g o d s  o f  lo c a litie s , o r 
th e  v a rio u s  lo ca l a sp e c ts  o f  th e  g re a te r  
d e it ie s , th e  sacred  fa b le s  in cre a se d  in  
n u m b e r  a n d  d ev elo p ed  c o u n tle ss  v a r ia  
t io n s . T h e  m o re  ce le b ra te d  o f  th e  M y s  
te r ie s  w e re  th o s e  o f  S a m o th r a c e , E le u s is , 
a n d  T h r a c e .  T h u s ,  w e  h av e  r ite s  sacred  
to  C e r e s , P e rs e p h o n e , S a b a z io s , D io n y  
su s, A t t is ,  A d o n is , M e lit ta ,  O r p h e u s , an d  
e v e n  a n c ie n t  K r o n o s . T h e  O ly m p ia n  
p a n th e o n  su p p lied  th e  b a s ic  ca st o f  c h a r  
a c te rs . E a c h  o f  th e  d e itie s  h ad  its  o w n  
te m p e ra m e n ta l p e c u lia r it ie s , a n d  by  its  
a t tr ib u te s  c a m e  to  b e  a sso cia ted  w ith  
v a r io u s  a r ts  an d  c ra fts . C it ie s  a n d  S ta te s  
h a d  p a tro n  d iv in it ie s , a n d  ev ery  fu n c t io n  
o f  l ife  w a s  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  so m e 
im m o r ta l  b e in g . I t  w a s  p ro p er to  p ro  
p itia te  th e  d e ity  o f  an y  e n te r p r ise  a b o u t 
to  b e  u n d e r ta k e n . T h u s ,  S o c ra te s , b e  
fo re  o n e  o f  h is  d isco u rse s , so lic ite d  th e  
a ss is ta n ce  o f  th e  M u se s . W h e n  th e  le c  
tu re  p rov ed  e sp e c ia lly  f in e , S o c ra te s  g av e  
c re d it  to  th e  im m o r ta ls  w h o  h ad  b e  
sto w ed  th e ir  fa v o r .

T h e  r u d im e n ts  o f  th e  g u ild s  a n d  tra d e  
u n io n s  w e re  a lre a d y  e v id e n t  in  th e  G r e  
c ia n  p e r io d . F a m il ie s  w e re  id e n tif ie d  
w ith  p ro fe ss io n s  an d  c r a f ts ,  as, f o r  e x  
a m p le , th e  d e sce n d a n ts  o f  A e sc u la p iu s , 
w h o  w e re  p h y s ic ia n s  by  d iv in e  r ig h t . 
T h e  g o d s o f  o ld  c la n s  an d  b ro o d  f a m  
ilie s  b e c a m e  th e  tu te la r ie s  p re s id in g  ov er 
th e  p r iv ile g e s  o f  th e se  fa m il ie s . O f te n , 
it w a s b e liev ed  th a t  th e  f a m ily  w a s 
fo u n d e d  b y  a d iv in e  b e in g , w h ic h  to o k  
u p o n  its e lf  a m o rta l a p p e a r a n c e . T h e  
G r e e k s  f ille d  th e ir  w o rld  w ith  in v is ib le  
sp ir its , b u t  it  is im p o rta n t  to  n o te  th a t  
m o s t  o f  th e s e  in v is ib le s  w e re  b e n ig n , 
p erh a p s a lit t le  r o g u ish , b u t  in  n o  w a y  
h y p e r c r it ic a l. E v id e n t ly , w h e n  th e  g o d s
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m in g le  w ith  m o rta ls  a lm o st  co n s ta n tly , 
th e y  b e c o m e  m o re  to le r a n t  o f  th e  f r a i l  
tie s  a n d  fo ib le s  o f  th e ir  h u m a n  asso  
c ia te s , an d  c h a n g e  f r o m  g rim -v isa g e d  
ju d g e s  to  v e n e ra b le  fa m ily  co u n s e lo rs  
w h o  a re  p lea sa n t to  h av e  a ro u n d . A t 
n o  p erio d  in  m a n ’s re lig io u s  h is to ry  
h a v e  g o d s a n d  m o rta ls  f r a te rn iz e d  so 
su cce ss fu lly . T h e r e  w e re  n o  in h ib it io n s , 
f r u s tr a tio n s , o r  n e u ro se s  as th e  resu lt o f  
c o m p e tit iv e  o r th o d o x y  o r  in te r d e n o m in a  
tio n a l b ig o try .

T h e  g o d s w e re  re p re se n te d  ev e ry  
w h e r e  by  a p p ro p ria te  s ta tu e s  a n d  sy m  
b o ls . E v e n  th e  sto n e  f ig u re s  g a in e d  
v ir tu e  by  a m y ste rio u s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  
th e  d e itie s  th e y  sy m b o liz e d . M a n y  o f  
th e  lesse r d iv in itie s  h ad  fa v o r ite  a b o d es 
in  an d  a b o u t A th e n s  a n d , fo r  th a t  m a t  
te r , o th e r  c it ie s . W h e n  th ese  sp ir its  
m o v e d  in , no o n e  o b je c te d ; in  f a c t ,  it 
w a s a cau se  o f  g e n e r a l re jo ic in g . T h e  
g ro v e s  h ad  th e ir  d ry a d s ; th e  s tre a m s 
a n d  fo u n ta in s , th e ir  n y m p h s ; a n d  e v e n  
c ro ssro a d s  had c e r ta in  sp r ite s  w h o  a s  
s is ted  tra v e le rs . O n  a lm o st  a n y  o c c a  
s io n , a d e ity  o f  th e  f ir s t  ra n k  m ig h t  d e  
c id e  to  m a k e  a b r ie f  e x c u rs io n  in to  th e  
m o rta l  sp h e re . U s u a lly , a g od  o n  su ch  
a n  e n te r p r is e , o r  ev en  e sc a p a d e , tra v e le d  
in c o g n ito , a n d  m ig h t  v is it  a t a n y  h o u se  
w h ic h  p leased  h is  fa n c y . M y s te r io u s  
s tra n g e rs  w e re  in v a r ia b ly  tre a te d  w e ll—  
ju s t  in  ca se . S o m e tim e s  th e  h osts w e re  
u n e x p e c te d ly  rew ard ed  b y  an  in e x h a u s t  
ib le  p itc h e r  o r  so m e  o th e r  e v id e n c e  o f  
h e a v e n ly  b o u n ty . I t  is d ifficu lt fo r  us, 
w h o  h a v e  e x ile d  o u r g o d s to  th e  f u r t h  
est c o rn e r s  o f  th e  e m p y re a n , to  a p p re  
c ia te  a w ay  o f  life  in  w h ic h  sacred  m a t  
te rs  w ere  p a rt o f  d a ily  e x p e r ie n c e . A  
g r e a t  p h ilo so p h e r  sa id  th a t  th e re  is no 
o n e  so su p e rs tit io u s  as th e  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  is fo re v e r  d e n y in g  th a t  h e h as 
s u p e rs tit io n s .

N a tu r a lly , th e  escap ad es o f  th e  g o d s 
an d  h e ro e s  w e re  as clo se  to th e  G r e c ia n  
so u l as g o o d  g o ss ip  a b o u t  o u r n e ig h b o rs  
e n r ic h e s  th e  p sy ch es o f  p re sen t-d a y  fo lk . 
T h e r e  is e v id e n c e  th a t th e  G r e e k s  e n  
g a g e d  in  so m e g o ssip  a b o u t th e ir  im  
m o rta ls , b u t  th e  in n u m e r a b le  s to r ie s  
h a v e  b e sto w e d  u p o n  fu tu r e  a g es  a 
c h a r m in g  a n d  c o lo r fu l lite r a tu re .

E g y p t  c o n tr ib u te d  la rg e ly  to  th e  b a c k  

g ro u n d  o f  G r e e k  re lig io n . In  f a c t ,  th e  
w h o le  M e s o p o ta m ia n  re g io n , as a lso  th e  
c iv iliz e d  a re a  o f  N o r th  A fr ic a , ev o lv ed  
th e ir  re lig io u s  d o c tr in e  o u t o f  th e ir  a g r i  
cu ltu r a l p u rsu its . T h e  su p re m e  m y ste ry  
w as th e  m u ltip lic a t io n -  o f  l ife  fro m  th e  
seed . A ll th e  g re a t g o d s w e re  co n n e c te d  
w ith  seed  w o rs h ip . T h e  g ra in -se e d  d ies , 
is b o rn  a g a in , a n d  a tta in s  th e  in cre a se . 
T h e  t i t h in g  sy stem  is a su rv iv a l o f  th e  
a n c ie n t  a g ra r ia n  c u lt . W h e n  e a ch  h a r  
vest c a m e , th o se  w h o  g a th e re d  th e  g ra in  
m ille d  th e  g r e a te r  p a rt  fo r  th e ir  o w n  use, 
b u t th ey  set a s id e  a c e r ta in  p o rtio n  as 
seed  fo r  th e  n e x t p la n tin g .

In  th e  p r im itiv e  n a tu re -w o rsh ip , T a m -  
m u z , O s ir is , o r  B a c c h u s , w e re  seed  g o d s. 
T h e y  are  a ll a sso cia ted  w ith  th e  m y ste ry  
o f  th e  G r e a t  M o th e r , th e  e a r th , G a e a , 
in to  w h ic h  th e  seed  m u st b e  p la n te d , 
a n d  fro m  w h ic h  it w ill rise a g a in . In  
a n c ie n t  t im e s , h u m a n  b e in g s  w e re  
b u rie d  in  th e  e m b ry o  p o stu re , b e ca u se  
d e a th  w as a se co n d  b ir th  in to  th e  w o rld  
b e y o n d  th e  g ra v e . In  th is  w a y , th e  
to m b  c a m e  to  s y m b o liz e  th e  w o m b  o f 
th e  G r e a t  M o th e r .

O u t o f  th ese  p r im itiv e  b e lie fs  ca m e  
th e  m o s t  a n c ie n t  G r e e k  sy m b o l, th e  
M o th e r  G o d d e s s . T h e  a n c ie n t  w o rs h ip  
w a s a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  c u lt  o f  M ile t ta , 
th e  b la c k  D ia n a , th e  e a r th  m o th e r . I n to  
h e r  th e  seed  w a s p la n te d . S h e  fo re v e r  
g a v e  b ir th  to  th e  sa v io r  o f  th e  h a rv e st . 
Y e t ,  a t th e  sa m e  tim e , sh e  w a s  th e  
E te r n a l  V ir g in .  T h u s ,  in  o n e  w a y  o r  
a n o th e r , o u r f ir s t  a g r ic u ltu r is ts  ev o lv ed  
th e  c o n c e p t  o f  c e r ta in  m y s tic a l r ite s  and  
r itu a ls  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  b ir th , d e a th , 
a n d  re s u rr e c t io n  o f  m e n . T h i s  sy m b o l 
ism  w a s re n d e re d  m o re  e le g a n t  as c iv i l  
iz a tio n  d ev e lo p ed .

B e g in n in g  a b o u t 1 2 0 0  B . C . ,  a c c o rd  
in g  to  so m e  a u th o rs  as e a rly  as 1 8 0 0  
B .  C . ,  th e  G r e e k s  h a d  a lre a d y  e s ta b lish e d  
ce n te r s  o f  re lig io u s  M y s te r ie s  in  v a rio u s 
p a rts  o f  th e ir  n a tio n s . T h e  m o re  im p o r  
ta n t o f  th ese  M y s te r ie s  w e re  th o se  w h ic h  
ce le b ra te d  th e  a g r ic u ltu r a l d e it ie s . B e  
g in n in g  a b o u t 8 0 0  B .  C .  a n d  u n fo ld in g  
d o w n  to  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
e ra , th e  G r e c ia n s  rev e a le d  a m y stica l 
tra d it io n  w h ic h  re a c h e d  its  h ig h e s t  p o in t 
o f  d e v e lo p m e n t d u r in g  th e  e ra  o f  P la to  
a n d  h is le g it im a te  d e sce n d a n ts .



1 9 4 9 G R EEK  M YTH O LO G Y 1 9

C ERB ERU S, T H E  SYM BO L O F T IM E— PA ST, P R ESEN T , A N D  FU T U R E 
— T H E G U A RD IA N  O F T H E M YSTERIES

O rp h e u s , P y th a g o ra s , an d  P la to  e s  
ta b lish e d  th e  th re e fo ld  fo u n d a tio n  o f  
G r e e k  m e ta p h y s ics . T h e y  w e re  th e  m o st 
in it ia te d  an d  th e  m o st i llu m in e d  o f  all 
th e  G r e c ia n s . O rp h e u s  w a s th e  g re a t 
p r ie s t ; P y th a g o ra s , th e  g r e a t  s c ie n tis t ; 
an d  P la to , th e  g r e a t  p h ilo so p h e r . W e  
are  to ld  th a t  in  th e  e a r lie s t  t im e  r e m e m  
b e red  by  th e  H e lle n e s , O rp h e u s , t ra v e l 
in g  f r o m  a d is ta n t  p la c e , p ro b a b ly  A s ia , 
b r o u g h t  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  re lig io n  to  th e  
H e lle n ic  S ta te s . O rp h e u s  w as d escrib ed  
as th e  so n  o f  B a c c h u s  ( D io n y s u s ) .  T h e  
w h o le  sy stem  o f  G r e c ia n  re lig io u s  p h i 
lo so p h y  is su sp en d ed  fro m  th e  O rp h ic  
rh a p so d ie s  a n d  th e  se cre t re lig io n  w h ic h  
p ro d u ced  th e m . T h r o u g h  th e  O rp h ic s , 
a m a g n if ic e n t  sy stem  o f  co sm o g o n y  an d  
th e o lo g y  w a s rev e a led  to th e  w o rld . 
A f te r  th e  f ir s t  im p a c t o f  th e  w isd o m  re 
l ig io n  u p o n  th e  G r e c ia n  m in d , th e  
G r e e k s  e a g e r ly  so u g h t k n o w le d g e  in  a ll 
p a rts  o f  th e  w o rld . T h e i r  p h ilo so p h e rs  
an d  sa g e s  tra v e le d  in to  m a n y  n a tio n s  
a n d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  p rice le ss  reco rd s o f  
th e  sp ir itu a l an d  c u ltu r a l a c h ie v e m e n ts  
o f  A sia  a n d  N o r th  A fr ic a .

G r a d u a lly , th e  O r p h ic  tr a d it io n  w as 
e n r ic h e d  u n t il  it  b e c a m e  a re su m e  o f  th e  
re lig io u s  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  th e  w h o le  c iv i l  
ized  w o rld . T h e  O r p h ic  th e o lo g y  is 
c o n c e r n e d  w ith  a n  e la b o ra te  sy stem  o f  
e m a n a t io n is m . T h is  m a y  be d e fin e d  as 
a sy ste m  w h ic h  re g a rd s  a ll c re a te d  th in g s  
as e m a n a t in g  fro m  o n e  u n iv e rsa l an d

e te rn a l p r in c ip le . In  th e  G r e e k  sy s te m , 
th is  F i r s t  P r in c ip le  is a u n iv e rsa l a b s tr a c  
t io n , d e n o m in a te d  unaging time. U n  
a g in g  t im e  is th e  co m p le te  a b s tr a c tio n  
o f  a ll d im e n s io n s , s ta te s , e n e rg ie s , a n d  
su b s ta n ce s . E te r n i ty  is n o t o n ly  a t im e  
a b s tr a c t io n , b u t  a lso  a p lace  a b s tr a c t io n . 
E te r n i ty  is b o th  d u ra t io n  a n d  e x p a n se  in 
te rm s o f  in f in itu d e . U n a g in g  t im e  g iv es 
ns a lso  th e  G r e e k  c o n c e p t o f  th e  e te rn a l 
now.

T h e r e  is a d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th a t 
k in d  o f  t im e  w h ic h  n e v e r  passes an d  
th a t  k in d  o f  t im e  w h ic h  is sw ift ly  a n d  
a lw a y s p a ss in g . T h e  e te r n a l, im m e a s u r  
a b le  su b s ta n ce  o f  u n a g in g  t im e  ca rr ie s  a 
s tra n g e  im p lic a t io n . T h e r e  is a n  in s ta n t  
w h ic h  lasts  fo re v e r , an d  th e re  is a  fo r  
ev er w h ic h  is b u t a n  in s ta n t. T h e  
G r e e k  m in d  c o n ce iv e d  o f  th e  e x p a n se  o f  
p lace  w h ic h  had  n o  b e g in n in g  an d  no  
e n d . T h e  G r e e k  id ea o f  e te rn a l t im e  
an d  u n b o u n d e d  p lace  w a s p ra c tica lly  
id e n tic a l  w ith  th e  E g y p t ia n  “ th r ic e  d eep  
d a rk n e s s ,” o r  a b s tr a c t io n  th re e  t im e s  
a b s tra c te d . T h e  G n o s tic s  la te r  b o rro w e d  
fro m  th e  G r e e k s  th is  c o n c e p t o f  u n a g  
in g  t im e , c a ll in g  it “ th a t w h ic h  sto o d , 
s ta n d s , a n d  w ill fo re v e r  s ta n d .”

H a v in g  d e te rm in e d  th e  n a tu re , o r , 
m o re  c o rre c t ly , th e  id ea o f  th is  b o u n d less  
p r in c ip le , th e  v a r io u s  p h ilo so p h e rs  o f  
G r e e c e  so u g h t to  re fin e  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  
th is  c o n c e p t. T h a le s  b e liev ed  th a t 
“ b o u n d le ss  t im e ” a n d  “ b o u n d le ss  p la ce ”
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co n v e rg e d  to  a  h u m id  p r in c ip le  s im ila r  
to  w a te r , a n d  th a t  th is  h u m id  p r in c ip le  
co n ta in e d  th e  p o te n cy  o f  e te rn a l g e n e r a  
t io n . P a ra c le tu s  h e ld  e te rn a l su b s ta n ce  
o r  b e in g  to  b e  a n  a iry  p r in c ip le , p a r ta k  
in g  o f  l im itle s s  in te l le c t ; an d  A x im a n d e r  
b e liev ed  it to  be a f ir e  p r in c ip le , id e n  
tif ie d  w ith  th e  q u a lit ie s  o f  so u l. B u t  
a c c o r d in g  to  th e  g r e a te r  p h ilo so p h e rs , a ll 
o f  th e  e le m e n ts , th e m se lv e s  in  a  s ta te  o f  
e te rn a l a b s tr a c t io n , m in g le d  in  th e  c o n  
s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  In f in ite .

U n a g in g  t im e  w a s K r o n o s , th e  g re a t  
F a t h e r  P r in c ip le  w h ic h  la y  b e n e a th  a n d  
b e h in d  all e x is te n c e . T im e ,  p la ce , c re a  
t io n , a n d  in d iv id u a liz a tio n  re su lte d  fro m  
th e  f r a g m e n ta t io n  o f  e te r n ity . T h e  o n e  
w a s  b r o k e n  u p , c r e a t in g  o r  c a u s in g  a n  
in f in itu d e  o f  p h e n o m e n a l a n d , to  a  d e  
g re e , i llu s io n a l m a n ife s ta tio n s .

T h e  sy m b o l o f  K r o n o s  is th e  h o u r  
g la ss , fo r  h e  is th e  k e e p e r  o f  th e  y ear. 
H e  a lso  c a rr ie s  th e  s cy th e , f o r  h e  is th e  
e te rn a l h a rv e ste r . F a t h e r  T i m e  co rre s  
p o n d s  to  th e  E g y p t ia n  S e b . K r o n o s  is 
th e  d e v o u re r  o f  h is  o w n  p ro g e n y , fo r  
t im e  in  its  la rg e s t  a sp e ct a b so rb s  in to  
i ts e lf  a ll th e  w o rk s  o f  g o d s a n d  m e n . 
S a tu r n , th e  L a t in  K r o n o s , as a t im e  
g o d , is said  to  h a v e  d ev o u red  h is  o w n  
c h ild r e n , fo r  e v e r y th in g  th a t  is c re a te d  
in  t im e , p e r ish e s  in  t im e , an d  n o th in g  
c a n  su rv iv e  t im e . T i m e  h a s  b e en  d e  
fin e d  as a  m o tio n  w h ic h  c o rru p ts  fo rm . 
T h in g s  p e r ish  m e re ly  f ro m  th e  c ir c u m  
s ta n c e  th a t  th e y  e x is t , a n d , e x is t in g , a re  
w o rn  a w a y  by  t im e .

T i m e  m u st a lso  c o n ta in  th e  p o te n tia l 
o f  p la ce . K r o n o s  is n o t o n ly  t im e , b u t  
a lso  p la ce , fo r  t im e  an d  p la ce  c a n n o t  
e x is t  w ith o u t  e a ch  o th e r . T i m e  is  th e  
m e a su re  o f  p la ce , b e ca u se  it m e a su re s  
th e  d u ra tio n  o f  fo r m . A n y th in g  w h ic h  
e x is ts  e i th e r  in  p la ce  o r  t im e  co m e s  u n  
d e r  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  t im e -p r in c ip le . 
W e  fee l th is  to d a y  w h e n , h a v in g  p u t a 
h ig h  e c o n o m ic  v a lu e  u p o n  t im e , w e  a re  
d e stro y e d  by th e  p sy ch o lo g ica l p re ssu re  
o f  o u r  o w n  c o n c e it .

M o s t  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  sy s te m s o f  co s  
m o g o n y  e x p la in  th e  p ro cess o f  c re a tio n  
by a se q u e n c e  o r  c o n c a te n a tio n  o f  tr ia d s . 
E a c h  o f  th e  c re a tiv e  p o w e rs  m a n ife s ts  
th r o u g h  th re e  a ttr ib u te s . I n  th e  G r e e k  
sy s te m , th e  w o rld  e m e rg e s  as sev en

s u p e r io r  d e itie s  o r  d y n a m ic  p r in c ip le s , 
e a ch  th re e fo ld  in  c o n s t i tu t io n . T h u s ,  
sev en  tr ia d s , e m a n a t in g  tw e n ty -o n e  sp e  
c ia liz e d  sp ir itu a l e n tit ie s , a re  sa id  to  
c o n s t itu te  th e  tru e  n a tu re  o f  th e  su n . 
E a c h  o f  th e  so la r  ra y s  c o n ta in  th e se  
tw e n ty -o n e  e n e rg ie s  a n d  d is tr ib u te s  th e m  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  so la r  sy s te m . F o r  th is  
re a so n , th e  G r e e k s  a n d  E g y p tia n s  v e n  
era ted  th e  n u m b e r  tw e n ty -o n e  as th e  
se c re t  n u m b e r  o f  th e  su n .

T h e  G r e e k s  w e re  in d e b te d , a t  le a st  to 
a  d e g re e , to  th e  C h a ld e a n s  fo r  th e ir  
d o c tr in e  o f  tr ia d s . T h e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  
sy stem  a re  set fo r th  in  th e  ce le b ra te d  
Chaldean Oracles, s o m e tim e s  a ttr ib u te d  
to  Z o ro a s te r , T h e  B e m b in e  T a b le  o f  
Is is  u n fo ld s  th e se  tr ia d s  th r o u g h  a n  e la b  
o ra te  d e s ig n  a n d  is re g a rd e d  as a  very  
im p o rta n t , i f  s o m e w h a t  la te , re lic  o f  
c la ss ica l p h ilo so p h y . T h e  C h a ld e a n -  
G r e e k  tr ia d  c o n c e p t  re p re se n te d  all n a  
tu re s , d iv in e  an d  h u m a n , as e x is t in g  by  
v ir tu e  o f  a fa th e r -p r in c ip le , a p o w er- 
p r in c ip le , a n d  an  in te lle c t-p r in c ip le . In  
e a ch  re p e tit io n  o f  th is  tr ia d , in  th e  v a ri 
o u s  p la n e s  o f  m a n ife s ta t io n , th e  fa th e r  
w a s ca lle d  th e  fo u n d a t io n , th e  p o w e r 
w as ca lle d  th e  e n e rg y , an d  th e  in te lle c t  
w as ca lle d  th e  m in d . T h u s ,  a ll b e in g s  
su b sis t by  fo u n d a tio n , e n e rg y , a n d  m in d .

T h e  d e itie s  p ossessed  a c e n tr ic  su b  
s ta n tia l  e x is te n c e . T h e y  e x is te d  by  v ir tu e  
o f  th e m se lv e s  in  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  e n  
d u ra n c e . E a c h  d e ity  as an  e n d u r in g  
p r in c ip le  w a s ca lle d  a fa th e r . T h u s ,  
w e  h a v e  re fe re n c e s  to  fa th e r-g o d s  in  
n e a r ly  all m y th o lo g ie s . F r o m  th e  fa  
th e rs , th e  e n d u r in g  p r in c ip le , th o se  th a t  
s to o d , s ta n d , a n d  sh a ll s ta n d , e m a n a te  
tw o  a t tr ib u te s : e n e rg y  a n d  m in d , o r  a c  
t io n  a n d  th o u g h t . T h e s e  e m a n a tio n s  
m a y  b e  re g a rd e d  as th e  p o la r it ie s  o f  b e  
ing- itse lf . A  being  m a y  be d efin ed  as an 
existence capable of emanating from it 
self action and thought.

Being  d oes n o t o f  n e ce ss ity  m a n ife s t  
c o n tin u o u s ly  th r o u g h  its p o la r it ie s  o f  a c  
t io n  an d  th o u g h t . Being  c a n  e x is t  in  an 
u n c o n d it io n e d  sta te  a p a r t  fro m  m a n ife s  
ta t io n , a n d  th e  S u p r e m e  B e in g , c o m  
p le te ly  u n p o la r iz e d , is ca lled  th e  A b s o  
lu te . B e fo r e  th e y  a re  m a n ife s te d , a c tio n  
an d  th o u g h t  resid e  to g e th e r  in  th e  s u b  
s ta n c e  o f  b e in g  as p r im a ry  w ill .  B y  th e
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m o tio n  o f  w i l l ,  a c t io n  a n d  th o u g h t , o r  
e n e rg y  a n d  in te lle c t , a re  g ra d u a lly  
b r o u g h t  in to  m a n ife s ta t io n . T h e  re s u lt  
o f  th is  e m e rg e n c e  o f  p o la r iz e d  a t tr i  
b u te s  is th e  p ro cess w e ca ll c re a tio n . 
T h u s ,  f ro m  th e  fa th e r -p r in c ip le , th e  
fo u n d a tio n  o r  ca u se  o f  a l l  t h in g s ,  a s  
fro m  a n  e v e r -f lo w in g  fo u n ta in , d escen d  
th e  s tre a m s  o f  m a n ife s te d  e n e rg ie s , rep  
resen ted  in  In d ia  by  th e  R iv e r  G a n g e s  
f lo w in g  fro m  th e  h e a d  o f  S iv a .

U n a g in g  t im e  is th e  e te rn a l a b o d e  o f  
th e  fa th e r -p r in c ip le . T o  re p re se n t life  
w ith o u t  d ir e c t io n , o r  t im e  w ith o u t  th e  
e x te n s io n  o f  its e lf , th e  a n c ie n ts  c o n  
ce iv e d  a c o n s ta n t  s w ir l in g  m o tio n , 
w h ic h  had  n e ith e r  b e g in n in g , e n d , n o r  
d ir e c tio n . I t  sh o u ld  be fu r th e r  re a liz e d  
th a t  th is  s w ir l in g  a g ita t io n  is q u a lita t iv e . 
I t  is a n  u n m o v in g  m o tio n  in  th e  sen se 
t h a t  it d o es  n o t  p ro ceed  in  a n y  d ire c tio n  
o r  f r o m  a n y  c o n d it io n  o r  p la ce  to  a n  
o th e r  c o n d it io n  o r  p la c e ; it is  m o tio n  
su sp e n d e d , b e a r in g  w ith in  its e lf  a c t io n , 
a lso  in  su sp e n sio n . T h u s ,  u n a g in g  tim e  
c o n ta in s  p la ce  a n d  m o tio n  in  co m p le te  
a b s tr a c t io n , an d  is th e  v e h ic le  fo r  th e  
u n m a n ife s te d  p o te n tia ls  o f  th e  p r im a ry  
tr ia d  o f  fa th e r , p o w e r , a n d  m in d .

T h e  sp h e re  re p re se n ts  e te rn ity  in  its 
m o st a b s tr a c t  s ta te , f o r  it  is th e  in f in ite  
e x te n s io n  o f  a  th re e -d im e n s io n a l cu rv e d  
lin e . F r o m  th is  sp h e re  o f  u n a g in g  t im e , 
by  th e  m o tio n  o f  in te r n a l  w ill ,  e m e rg e s  
a  t r ia d , c o n s is t in g  o f  e th e r , ch a o s , a n d  
P h a n e s . T h e  fa th e r -p r in c ip le  o f  th is  
tr ia d  is ca lle d  ether. ( T h i s  is n o t th e  
e th e r  o f  sc ie n c e , b u t  is a s p ir itu a l e n e rg y  
p e r m e a t in g  a ll sp a ce  a n d  m a k in g  it 
f r u i t f u l . )  A t  th e  sa m e  t im e  is e m a n a te d  
a  p o w e r-p r in c ip le  c a lle d  chaos. I n  th is  
sen se , ch a o s  m e a n s  power without boun 
dary, direction or organization. E th e r  
an d  ch a o s  se p a ra te  g ra d u a lly  w ith in  th e  
sp h e re  o f  u n a g in g  t im e . E t h e r  a sce n d s 
as th e  m o re  su b tle , an d  ch a o s  d e sce n d s 
as th e  m o re  g ro ss . H e r e  w e h a v e  w h a t 
th e  C h in e s e  T a o is t s  ca lle d  the gross and 
subtle air. Y in  an d  Y a n g .

E th e r  an d  ch a o s  a re  th e r e fo re  th e  f irs t 
d iv is io n . E th e r  is th e  l if e  o r  fa th e r -  
p r in c ip le , a n d  c h a o s  is th e  ab y ss , so m e  
tim e s  sy m b o liz e d  as s lim e  o r  m u d . In  
th e  Koji\i, th e  S h in to  reco rd s o f  c re a  
t io n , w e  f in d  th e  s a m e  se d im e n ta t io n

co n c e p t in  th e ir  co sm o g o n y . A c c o r d in g  
to  th e se  Ja p a n e s e  p h ilo so p h e rs , th e  e a r th  
w as c re a te d  by  th e  g o d s  d ip p in g  th e ir  
sp e ars in to  th e  aby ss an d  b r in g in g  u p  
m u d  o n  th e  p o in ts . H e r e  w e  h a v e , a lso ; 
th e  f ir s t  s lim e  o f  th e  C h a ld e a n s , fro m  
w h ic h  cra w le d  th e  g re a t g ia n t , T a m m i r .  
In  th e  p ro cess  o f  c o s m ic  g e n e r a tio n , th e  
e th e re a l a g e n t  ca rr ie d  w ith in  it th e  fa th  
e r -p r in c ip le  o f  fo u n d a tio n , o r  e x is te n c e . 
E th e r  p e rm e a te d  a ll o f  c h a o s , b u t  ch a o s  
d id  n o t  p e n e tra te  th e  e th e r . T h u s ,  w e 
h av e  th e  se p a ra tio n  o f  th a t  w h ic h  is 
q u a lita t iv e ly  a b o v e  a n d  q u a lita t iv e ly  b e  
lo w . In  G e n e s is , it is sa id  th a t  th e  
w a te rs  w h ic h  w e re  a b o v e  th e  f ir m a m e n t  
w e re  d iv id ed  fr o m  th e  w a te rs  w h ic h  
w e re  b e lo w  th e  f ir m a m e n t . C h a o s  w as 
a lso  th e  p a t ie n t , o r  th e  re c e p tiv e  m e d i 
u m , u p o n  w h ic h  th e  a g e n t  e th e r  o p e r  
a te d . E t h e r  w a s c o sm ic  f ir e ;  ch a o s , 
c o sm ic  w a te r ; a n d  th e s e  w e re  fa th e r-  
m o th e r , th e  in s tr u m e n ts  o f  g e n e r a tio n . 
F r o m  th e  u n io n  o f  fa th e r -f ire  an d  
m o th e r -w a te r , a  s t r a n g e  c re a tu re  w a s  
b o rn . T h i s  w a s th e  “ so n  o f  s t r iv in g ,” 
fo r  it  w a s p ro d u ce d  fro m  th e  sp ira l m o  
t io n  o f  e th e r  in  a n d  u p o n  c h a o s .

F r o m  th e  u n io n , th e n , o f  e th e r  ( f a t h  
e r )  a n d  ch a o s  ( m o t h e r ) ,  u n ite d  by  E r o s , 
th e  c o s m ic  a b s tr a c t io n  o f  lo v e , w a s p ro  
d u ced  th e  w o rld  e g g . T h i s  is th e  e g g  
o f  iro n  re fe rre d  to  in  th e  F in n is h  e p ic , 
T he Kalavala. In  th e  B r a h m a n ic  M y s 
te r ie s , th is  is H ir a n y a g a r b h a , th e  g o ld e n  
o r  lu m in o u s  e g g . T h i s  e g g  is d e scrib e d  
in  th e  o ld  G r e e k  m y th s  as c o n s is t in g  o f  
tw o  h e m isp h e re s , o f  w h ic h  th e  u p p er 
w a s g o ld e n , a n d  th e  lo w e r , s ilv e r .

L e t  u s re c a p itu la te  fo r  a  m o m e n t. 
A c c o r d in g  to  th e  g r e a t  G r e e k  co sm o l- 
o g is ts , e th e r  an d  ch a o s  s w ir l in g  to g e th  
e r  ca u se d  a c e n tr ifu g a l  m o t io n , by  
w h ic h  th e  h e a v ie r  su b s ta n c e s  o f  ch a o s  
w e re  ca u sed  to  m o v e  to w a rd  th e  c ir  
c u m fe r e n c e  o f  th e  sp h ere  o f  u n a g in g  
t im e . T h u s ,  th e  p r im itiv e  e g g  is fo rm e d  
b y  a m o tio n  s im ila r  to  th a t  d escrib ed  
in  th e  n e b u la r  h y p o th e s is  o f  m o d e rn  
sc ie n c e . T h e  g ro ss  e le m e n ts , c a s t  to 
th e  c ir c u m fe r e n c e  to  fo r m  th e  sh e ll, 
w e re  h e ld  w ith in  th e  f ie ld  o f  th e  fa th e r-  
e th e r , w h ic h  su p p lied  th e  a rc h e ty p e , o r  
m o ld . T h u s ,  th e  b o u n d a ry  o f  th e  e g g  
is e th e r , th e  su b s ta n ce  is c h a o s , a n d
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T H E  LA D D ER  O F T H E  W O RLD S A N D  T H E  L IG H T  O F T H E LO GO S, 
FRO M  T H E W RIT IN G S O F RO B ERT FLU D D

w ith in  i t ,  th e  tw o  g e n e r a te  th e  n ew  c re a  
tu re .

In  th e  c o sm ic  sy m b o lism , th e  e g g  
b r e a k s  o p e n  a t th e  ju n c t io n  o f  its  h e m i 
sp h e re s , an d  fro m  it is b o rn  sp len d id  
P h a n e s , w h o  is p ro p erly  d e s ig n a te d  th e  
in te l le c t . T h u s ,  th e  triad  co m p le te s  it  
s e lf :  b e in g , th e  fa th e r -e th e r ; th e  p o w er , 
c h a o s ; an d  th e  in te l le c t , P h a n e s . P h a n e s  
is re p re se n te d  as a c o m p o s ite  c re a tu re  
g e n e r a te d  w ith in  th e  e g g  a n d , in  a sen se , 
th e  f ir s t  b o rn  o f  th e  m a n ife s te d  c r e a tio n .

T h i s  w o rld  e g g  is a lso  th e  sacred  e g g  
o f  th e  D r u id s , a ro u n d  w h ic h  is tw is te d  
th e  se rp e n t o f  e th e r . A lso , in  th e  E g y p  
t ia n  re lig io u s  sy stem  o f  M e m p h is , th e  
g o d  P ta h  m a k e s  th e  u n iv e rse  o n  th e  
p o tte r ’s w h e e l, fa s h io n in g  it in  th e  fo rm  
o f  a n  e g g . L a te r  th e  e g g  b r e a k s  o p en  
to  re lease  th e  sev en  w o rk e r s , th e  b u ild  
e rs , th e  c o sm o c re a to rs , w h o  a re  in  tu rn  
th e  E lo h im  o f  th e  early  Je w is h  m y stics . 
T h e  ag ed  g o d  S e b  is  re p re se n te d  h ie ro - 
g ly p h ic a lly  as th e  p a re n t g o o se  w h ic h

laid  th e  g re a t  w o rld  e g g . U n d o u b te d ly , 
th e  fa iry -s to ry -fa b le  o f  th e  g o o se  th a t 
la id  th e  g o ld e n  e g g  is a c o rru p tio n  o f  
th is  m y th o lo g ic a l  re c o rd . T h is  g o ld e n  
e g g  o f  c re a tio n  is a lso  th e  g lo b e  held 
b e tw e e n  th e  c la w s  o f  th e  E g y p t ia n  sca r  
a b , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  th e  e g g s  o f  th is  in  
sec t.

O u t  o f  th is  O r p h ic  e g g  c o m e s  fo r th  
g lo r io u s  P h a n e s , ca lled  th e  L o g o s . W h e n  
th e  g re a t  w o rld  e g g  b re a k s  a ssu n d e r , 
P h a n e s  l if t s  th e  u p p e r  h e m isp h e re  a n d  
ca u ses  it to b e c o m e  th e  h e a v e n s . H e  
d ep resses  th e  lo w e r  h e m isp h e re , a n d  
s ta n d in g  u p o n  it ca u ses  it to  b e co m e  th e  
fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  m a te r ia l u n iv e rse . 
P h a n e s  is d e scrib e d  as w in g e d  a n d  w ith  
fo u r  h e a d s : th o se  o f  an  e a g le , a b u ll, 
a m a n , a n d  a se rp e n t. A lm o s t  ce r ta in ly , 
P h a n e s  is th e  o r ig in a l  c h e ru b im  d e  
scr ib e d  in  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t .

H a v in g  co m p le te d  th is  f ir s t  tre m e n  
d ou s c re a tiv e  p ro cess , th e  g o d s  re s t; a n d  
th e  m o r n in g  a n d  th e  e v e n in g  w ere  th e
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firs t  d ay . T h e n  P h a n e s  in c a r n a te s  h im  
se lf  in to  th e  g e rm , o r  a rc h e ty p e , o f  th e  
vvorld fo r m , a n d  fr u c t ify in g  th is  p a tte rn  
cau ses it to  in cre a se  a n d  to  c o m e  fo r th  
in  g lo ry . H e  th u s  b e co m e s  th e  a p e x  o f  
a ce le s tia l o rd e r , or th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
m u n d a n e  g o d s . F o l lo w in g  th e  in fle x  
ib le  ru le , P h a n e s  ca u se s  th re e  e n e rg ie s  
to  ra d ia te  o u t f ro m  h im s e lf  fo r m in g  
a n o th e r  t r ia d . T h i s  w ill b e  th e  g re a t 
le g is la tiv e  fo u n d a tio n , u p o n  w h ic h  w ill 
be e s ta b lish e d  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  law  an d  
th e  p ro p h e ts . P h a n e s  re m a in s  in  a c e r  
ta in  m y ste r io u s  a n d  o b scu re  fo rm  as th e  
fa th e r  o f  th is  n e w  tr ia d , a n d  ab id es  in 
th e  m id d le  p la ce . F r o m  th e  g o ld e n  u p  
p er h a l f  o f  th e  e g g  is fa sh io n e d  th e  
p o w e r o f  th e  t r ia d , U r a n u s , w h o se  n a m e  
is H ig h  H e a v e n . F r o m  th e  lo w e r h a lf  
is p ro d u ced  th e  in te lle c t  o f  th e  tr ia d , 
R h e a , o r  D e m e te r , th e  g re a t m o th e r  o f  
th e  M y s te r ie s . T h e s e  a re  th e  m a n ife s te d  
g o d s.

O u t  o f  th e  u n io n  o f  U r a n u s  an d  R h e a , 
th e  u n iv e rsa l h e a v e n  an d  e a r th , d escen d s 
a n  o rd e r  o f  d e itie s  w h ic h  te rm in a te s  in  
th e  d e m iu r g u s  Z e u s, th e  ru le r  o f  th e  
p h y sica l w o rld  an d  th e  T h i r d  L o g o s . 
T h i s  Z eu s is th e  w h o le  o f  p h y sica l N a  
tu re . H is  bo d y  in c lu d e s  th e  in n e rm o st  
a to m  a n d  th e  fu r th e r m o s t  s ta r . H e  is 
sp a n g le d  w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t , an d  e x is ts  
in  h im s e lf , o f  h im s e lf , an d  as h im s e lf . 
A s fa th e r  o f  th e  m a te r ia l o r d e r  o f  d e ities  
a n d  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  u n iv e rse , h e is lik e  
R a  in  E g y p t , th e  Z e u s-A m o n  o f  th e  
S e r a p h ic  M y s te r ie s , an d  th e  Ju p ite r  o f  
th e  L a t in s . H e  is re p re se n te d  as h o rn e d , 
l ik e  th e  M o ses  o f  M ic h a e la n g e lo , an d  
is v e n e ra te d  as th e  c o n s te lla tio n  o f  A rie s , 
th e  lord  a n d  o p e n e r  o f  th e  y ear. H e  is 
a lso  Z e u s-P a n , th e  g o d  o f  N a tu r e ; 
Z e u s-O ly m p u s , re g e n t o f  th e  l iv in g  an d  
th e  d e a d ; o r  Z e u s-H a d e s , th e  g o d  o f  th e  
d a rk  sp h e re . T h i s  d a rk  sp h e re  is th e  
p a rt  o f  ch a o s  w h ic h  h a s  su rv iv ed  in to  
th e  m a te r ia l c re a tio n .

Z eu s as th e  T h i r d  L o g o s , h a v in g  
fa sh io n e d  th e  p h y s ica l u n iv e rse , cau ses 
to  issu e o u t o f  h im s e lf  a n o th e r  tr ia d . 
A s th e  fa th e r , h e  is  th e  lo rd  o f  a ir , g o v  
e r n o r  o f  th e  m o rta l  m in d , a n d  th e  f if th , 
o r  e th e r ic  e sse n ce , o f  th e  u n iv e rse . 
T h u s ,  h e re c a p itu la te s  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  
e th e r . A s th e  p o w e r , h e  is P o se id o n ,

ca lle d  th e  a c q u a t ic  Z e u s, g o v e r n o r  o f  
th e  m id d le  r e g io n ; an d  as H a d e s  ( L a t in ,  
P lu t o ) ,  h e is th e  in fe rn a l Z e u s, w h ic h  
re p re se n ts  th a t  fo rm  o f  h is  a u th o r ity  
w h ic h  h a s  to  d o w ith  th e  p h y sica l e x  
is te n ce . In  th is  a sp e c t, h e  re p re se n ts  
m a te r ia l in te lle c t .

In  In d ia , B r a h m  ca u se d  to  issu e o u t 
o f  h im s e lf  B r a h m a , th e  c re a to r , V is h n u , 
th e  co n se rv e r , an d  S iv a , th e  d is in te  
g ra to r . T h e s e  th re e  fo r m  th e  c o m p le  
t io n  o f  th e  lo w e r m a te r ia l tr ia d . In  th e  
G r e e k  sy s te m , P o se id o n  is lo rd  o f  g e n e r  
a t io n , a n d  P lu to  c o n fe rs  th e  p ro cesses 
w h ic h  c ry s ta ll iz e  fo rm  in to  m a n ife s ta  
t io n . T h i s  sa m e  c r y s ta ll iz a tio n  f in a lly  
d estro y s th e  v ery  fo rm s  w h ic h  it h as 
fa sh io n e d .

T H E  B A C C H I C  R I T E S

In  th e  M y s te r ie s  e s ta b lish e d  by O r  
p h e u s , m a th e m a tic a lly  su b s ta n tia te d  by 
P y th a g o ra s  a n d  fa sh io n e d  in to  a g re a t  
sy stem  o f  p h ilo so p h y  by P la to , th e  m y th  
o lo g ica l fa c to rs  a re  s lig h tly  re a rra n g e d , 
b u t th e  p r in c ip le s  a re  p re serv ed  w ith  re  
m a r k a b le  c a re . P r o c lu s , su rn a m e d  th e  
P la to n ic  su cce sso r , d e scrib e s  th e  d ire c t 
d e sce n t f ro m  th e  g o d s th u s :

1. U n a g in g  tim e
2 . E th e r  (h e a v e n )
3 . C h a o s  ( n i g h t )
4 . C h r o n o s  ( K r o n o s )
5 . Z eu s
6 . B a c c h u s  (D io n y s u s )
7 . O rp h e u s

T h i s  is th e  roy al lin e , th e  k in g s  o f 
th e  e a r th  d e sc e n d in g  fro m  th e ir  fa th e rs , 
th e  g o d s o f  h e a v e n .

Z e u s  d e th ro n e d  h is  fa th e r  a n d , in  
tu r n , h is  k in g d o m  w as d estro y ed  by 
B a c c h u s , w h o  d ied  sy m b o lic a lly , and  
h is  p h ilo so p h y  o r  th e  k ey s to  h is  M y s  
te r ie s  w e re  g iv e n  to  h is  b e lo v ed  so n , 
O rp h e u s . B a c c h u s  is th e  d y in g  g o d , 
th e  O s ir is  o f  E g y p t . A s  O s ir is  w as to rn  
to  p ieces  by T y p h o n , so th e  m e m b e rs  
o f  B a c c h u s  w e re  sca tte re d  by th e  T i ta n s ,  
a n d  h is  bo d y  d is tr ib u te d  to  a ll p arts  o f  
th e  e a r th . Is is  g a th e re d  th e  re m a in s  o f 
h e r  h u sb a n d -b ro th e r , O s ir is , a n d  M i 
n e rv a  ( th e  D iv in e  W is d o m )  re s to re d  th e
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p a rts  o f  B a c c h u s  a n d  lif te d  h im  to  th e  
h e a v e n s . I t  w a s f r o m  th e  b lo o d  o f  B a c  
c h u s  a n d  th e  ash es  o f  th e  T i t a n s  ( e th e r  
a n d  c h a o s )  th a t  h u m a n  b e in g s  w ere  
m a d e .

B a c c h u s  f ir s t  a p p e a rs  as a c h ild , th e  
b e lo v e d  o f fs p r in g  o f  Z eu s a n d  S e m e le , 
th e  c h ild  o f  th e  a b o v e  a n d  th e  b e lo w . 
T h i s  is th e  h u m a n  E g o . A c c o r d in g  to  
th e  G r e e k s , h e  w h o  d o es v io le n c e  to  h im  
s e lf  d oes v io le n c e  to  B a c c h u s , th e  in  
d w e ll in g  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  g o d s w ith in  
h im . B a c c h u s  is th e  a n c e s tra l  sp ir it  in  
th e  b lo o d , th e  d iv in e  m a n  w ith in . W h ile  
h e  w as a n  in fa n t ,  B a c c h u s  w a s le f t  by  
Z e u s  to  p lay  in  h e a v e n  w ith  ce le stia l 
to y s . T h e s e  toy s w e re  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  
m a n ’s sev e n  b o d ie s , su sp en d ed  fr o m  a 
d iv in e  e sse n ce .

W h i le  th e  E g o , B a c c h u s , is th u s  p lay  
in g  as a c h ild  p lays w ith  h is  to y s, th e  
T i t a n s ,  th e  tw e lv e  p r im o r d ia l  fo rc e s  o f  
c h a o s  w h ic h  la te r  b e ca m e  ra t io n a liz e d  
in  th e  z o d ia c , ca u se  a m ir r o r  to  b e  set 
b e fo r e  h im . B a c c h u s  lo o k s  a n d  sees h im  
s e lf  re flected  in  th e  p o lish ed  s u rfa ce . 
M is ta k in g  h is  o w n  re f le c tio n  fo r  a n o th e r  
c h ild , B a c c h u s  se e k s  its  c o m p a n io n s h ip . 
T h i s  re fle c tio n  in  th e  m ir r o r  is th e  p er 
so n a l, o r  o b je c tiv e , s e lf . T h e  E g o  fa s  
c in a te d  b y  its  o w n  re fle c tio n  p u rsu es it 
o u t in to  th e  d is ta n t  p a rts  o f  sp a ce . T h i s  
is th e  sa m e  m y th  as th a t  o f  N a r c is s u s , 
w h o , fa ll in g  in  lo v e  w ith  h is  o w n  re  
f le c tio n  in  a p o o l, th ro w s  h im s e lf  in to  
th e  w a te r  a n d  d ro w n s  in  h is  e ffo r t  to 
e m b ra c e  th e  sh a d o w .

A s  B a c c h u s  a p p ro a ch e s  th e  m ir r o r , th e  
T i t a n s  d ra w  it  b a c k , so th a t  th e  l it t le  
g o d lin g  fo llo w s  th e m  u n t il  h e  is o u ts id e  
o f  h is  f a th e r ’s k in g d o m . T h e n ,  d e  
p riv ed  o f  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  th e  c o sm ic  
la w , B a c c h u s  is s la in  b y  th e  T i ta n s ,  
w h e n  h is  c r ie s  fo r  h e lp  c a n n o t b e  h e a rd . 
H a v in g  k ille d  B a c c h u s , th e  T i t a n s  p lace  
h is  b o d y  o v e r  a f ir e  a n d  c o o k  i t , a n d  p re  
p a re  to  e a t  it . T h i s  is a v e ile d  a c c o u n t  
o f  m a n ’s d iv in e  n a tu re  b e in g  c o n su m e d  
b y  h is  m a te r ia l  a p p e tite s  a n d  in s tin c ts . 
T h e  s m o k e  a n d  th e  efflu v ia  o f  th is  te r  
r ib le  rep a st rise  to  h e a v e n , a n d  Z e u s, 
d is c o v e r in g  th e  t r u th , sen d s a  th u n d e r  
b o lt  w h ic h  d estro y s th e  T i ta n s .  A la s , 
h o w e v e r , h e  c a n n o t re s to re  B a c c h u s  to  
l i f e ,  f o r  p a rt o f  h is  b o d y  h a s  a lre a d y

b e e n  d e v o u re d  by  th e  g ia n ts . Z eu s 
sen d s h is  o w n  m in d , M in e rv a , w h o  w as 
b o rn  o u t o f  h is  h e a d , to  g o  d o w n  a n d  
re scu e  w h a t  sh e  c a n  o f  th e  d iv in e  c h ild . 
M in e rv a  d oes so , b u t fin d s th e  bo d y  
so  sca tte re d  th a t  it  c a n n o t  b e  res to re d . 
S h e  rescu es  th e  h e a d , w h ic h  sh e e lev a tes  
to  h e a v e n . T h i s  h e a d  s ig n ifie s  th e  in  
te rn a l sp ir itu a l a w a re n e ss  o f  c o n sc io u s  
n e ss, by  w h ic h  m a n  f in a lly  d isco v e rs  
h is  h e a v e n ly  e s ta te . T h u s ,  M in e rv a  is 
th e  d iv in e  re a so n , th e  m in d  o f  th e  fa th e r  
g o in g  fo r th  to  re d e e m .

I t  b e in g  im p o ss ib le  to  re scu e  th e  b o d y  
o f  B a c c h u s , M in e rv a  ta k e s  th e  ash es c o n  
t a in in g  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  g o d  a n d  th e  
b u rn e d  re m a in s  o f  th e  T i ta n s  an d  
m o ld s  th e m  in to  a h u m a n  f ig u re . Z eu s 
e n so u ls  th is  f ig u re  by  h is  w o rd  o f  p o w er 
a n d  it b e co m e s  a m a n . S o  th e  b o d ies  
o f  m e n  c o n ta in  th e  tw e lv e  ir ra t io n a l 
e n e rg ie s  o f  th e  g ia n ts  o f  c h a o s  a n d  a lso  
th e  sa v in g  b lo o d  o f  th e  d y in g  g o d . 
T h u s ,  h a v in g  fa sh io n e d  m a n k in d , Z eu s 
h a d  g re a t  p a tie n c e  w ith  th e m  an d  
g u id e d  th e m  an d  fo rg a v e  th e m  an d  se n t 
h is  p ro p h e ts  u n to  th e m , a n d  th is  h e  d id  
in  th e  m e m o ry  o f  h is  o w n  so n .

T h i s  is  th e  ro o t o f  th e  M e s s ia n ic  
cy c le . G o d  so lo v ed  m a n k in d  th a t  h e  
se n t h is  o w n  so n  to  th e m  th a t  th ey  
m ig h t  b e  re d e e m e d . A f te r  th e  g re a t 
tra g e d y , Z eu s th e n  d isp a tc h e d  th e  m in d  
o f  h im s e lf  to  rescu e  m e n , to  e s ta b lish  
th e  M y s te r ie s , a n d  to  rev ea l th e  se c re t  o f  
h u m a n  re g e n e ra t io n . T h e  B a c c h ic  M y s 
te r ie s  d e riv e  th e ir  rites  fro m  th is  t ra d i 
t io n . T h e  r itu a ls  c o n ta in  tw o  d e g re e s . 
I n  th e  f ir s t , B a c c h u s  is to rn  to  p ieces 
a n d  e a te n  by  th e  T i t a n s .  In  th e  secon d  
is th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  b lo o d  a n d  th e  fo r  
m u la  b y  w h ic h  th e  B a c c h ic  so u l in  m a n  
is re leased  fro m  th e  m a te r ia l  b o d y , re  
s to red  to  l ife , a n d  re tu rn e d  to  its  fa th e r .

T H E  E L E U S I N I A N  R I T E S

T h e  R ite s  o f  E lc u s is  a t  A t t ic a  h av e  
as th e ir  p a g e a n try  a s im ila r  s to ry , to ld  
in  a d if fe r e n t  w a y . T h e  f ir s t , o r  L e s s e r  
R ite s ,  e x p la in s  th e  d e sc e n t o f  th e  ra tio n a l 
soul o f  m a n  in to  th e  ir ra t io n a l b o d y . 
T h e  G r e a te r  R ite s  sh o w  th e  re lease  o f  
th e  so u l th ro u g h  d is c ip lin e  a n d  p u rif ic a  
t io n . B a c c h u s  h e re  a p p e a rs  u n d e r  th re e ,
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in to  th e  g re a t  M y s te r ie s  o f th e  v is ib le  an d  in v is ib le  w o rld s .
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so m e tim e s  fo u r , g u ise s . F i r s t ,  th e re  is 
B a c c h u s  as a c h ild ; th e n  B a c c h u s  as D io  
n y su s, fro m  w h o m  w e  h a v e  th e  M y s 
te r ie s  o f  th e  D io n y s ia n  A r t if ic e r s ; th e n  
B a c c h u s  in  th e  fo rm  o f  Z a g re u s , o r  th e  
B u llh e a d e d , w h o se  M y ste r ie s  w e re  ce le  
b ra te d  in  C r e te . S o m e tim e s  th e r e  is a 
fo u r th  fo r m , H ia r c h u s .

I t  w ill b e  u sefu l to  lis t th e  p r in c ip a l 
fo rm s  o f  B a c c h u s  w ith  th e ir  m e a n in g s :

B a c c h u s -H ia r c h u s , th e  in fa n t ,  th e  
p h y sica l bod y

B a c c h u s  th e  c h ild , th e  h u m a n  soul

B a c c h u s-Z a g re u s , th e  B u llh e a d e d , th e  
a n im a l soul

B a c c h u s -D io n y s u s , th e  n ig h t  su n , th e  
d iv in e  soul

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  a cco u n ts  o f  th e  M y s 
te r ie s , O rp h e u s  w as th e  son o f  B a c c h u s . 
I t  d oes n o t n e ce ssa r ily  fo llo w  th a t th is  
w a s to  b e  ta k e n  l ite r a lly ; it m ig h t  im p ly  
o n ly  th a t O rp h e u s  w a s h e ir  to  th e  m y s 
t ica l t ra d it io n . O rp h e u s  w as th e  d a rk  o r  
b la c k  o n e . D a r k  m e a n s  concealed or 
hidden. O rp h e u s  a c tu a lly  p e rso n ifie s  
th e  S c h o o l o f  M y s te r ie s , w h ic h  w as 
fo u n d e d  fo r  th e  re d e m p tio n  o f  th e  d ead  
g o d ; th a t  is, th e  h u m a n  so u l. T h e  res 
u r re c t io n  o f  B a c c h u s  w as e n tru ste d  to  
th e  d a rk -s k in  m a n , O rp h e u s . H e  e sta b  
lish e d  th e  M y s te r ie s , a n d  w as th e  f irs t 
h e ir o p h a n t  o f  th e m .

T h e  r itu a ls  o f  O rp h e u s  are  co n ta in e d  
in  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  d e sce n t in to  th e  
u n d e rw o rld  to re scu e  E u r y d ic e . B y  
m e a n s  o f  h is  lu te  o f  sev en  s trn g s , rep  
re s e n tin g  th e  ce le s tia l h a r m o n ie s  an d  
th e  sev en  sacred  sc ie n ce s , h e  w a s ab le  
to  c h a r m  th e  p r in c e  o f  th e  u n d e rw o rld . 
H e  fa ile d  to  rescu e  E u r y d ic e , h o w e v e r, 
b e cau se  h e  g la n c e d  b a c k  b e fo re  th e y  h ad  
re a ch e d  th e  u p p e r w o rld . A f te r  th is  
tra g e d y , O rp h e u s  w a n d e re d  th e  e a rth  
d isco n so la te , a n d  h is m u s ic  filled  th e  a ir  
w ith  sa d n ess  a n d  d e sp a ir . In  o n e  a c  
c o u n t , h e  w a n d e re d  to  T h r a c e ,  w h e re  h e 
w a s to rn  to  p ieces by  f re n z ie d  w o m e n  
w h o  b e lo n g e d  to a c u lt  o f  th e  C o ry - 
b a n te s . T h e  h ead  o f O rp h e u s , l ik e  th a t 
o f B a c c h u s , w a s rescu ed  an d  p laced
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in  a te m p le  to g e th e r  w ith  h is  lu te . 
T h is  h e a d  re p re se n ts  th e  secre t d o c tr in e  
w h ic h  d id  n o t d ie , a lth o u g h  its sa n c  
tu a r ie s  w e re  v io la ted  by  fa n a tic s . I t  is 
said  th a t th e  h ead  o f  O rp h e u s  w a s m a d e  
to sp e a k  by P y th a g o ra s . T h is  in tim a te s  
th a t  th e  sch o o l o f  P y th a g o ra s  re s to re d  
th e  se c re t  te a c h in g  o f  th e  O rp h ic s .

T h e s e  M y s te r ie s  w e re  d iv id ed  in to  
th re e  g ra d e s  as fo llo w s :

1. T h e  m e e tin g  an d  o v e rc o m in g  o f  
th e  M in o ta u r , th e  b u ll-m a n ; a rite  o f  
p u rifica tio n  w h ic h  to o k  p lace  in  su b te r  
ra n e a n  cry p ts  ca lled  la b y r in th s , sy m b o l 
iz in g  th e  c o m p le x it ie s  o f  th e  p h y sica l 
w o rld  an d  th e  c o n fu s io n  o f  th e  p h ysica l 
b o d y . T h e  M in o ta u r  is th e  a n im a l soul 
w h ic h  ru le s  in  th e  d a rk  to r tu r o u s  u n d e r  
w o rld , a sp h ere  d iv id ed  in to  n u m e ro u s  
p assag ew ay s a n d  c h a m b e rs  w h e re  th e re  
w as n o  g u id e  an d  n o  h e lp . T h e  n e o  
p h y te  m u st b a ttle  w ith  th e  sh a d o w s an d  
c o n q u e r  by c o u ra g e  an d  w isd o m . T h i s  
g ra d e  rev ea ls  th e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  ig n o  
ra n ce , by  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l g a in s  
fre e d o m  fro m  th e  m o n ste r  w h ic h  fo re v e r  
d e m a n d s th e  h o m a g e  o f  th e  ig n o ra n t .

2 . T h e  ch ild  B a c c h u s  is in v o lv ed  in 
th e  r ite  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l. T h e  r itu a l 
to o k  p lace  in  a broad  p la in  n e a r  th e  
sh o res  o f a sea , a n d ’ w as g iv e n  a t n ig h t . 
In  th is  M y ste ry  o f  th e  B a c c h ic  R ite ,  th e  
in te lle c t  is e sta b lish e d  in v a rio u s fo rm s 
o f  e sse n tia l k n o w le d g e . T h e  a p e x  o f  
th e  r ite  w as th e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  p h ilo s  
o p h y . T h o s e  w h o  a cco m p lish e d  th is  
w e re  ca lled  th e  M y s ta i, th o se  w h o  p er 
ce iv e  th ro u g h  a v e il. T h i s  v eil co u ld  
n o t b e  l if te d  u n til th e  h u m a n  co n sc io u s  
ness w a s e le v a te d  ab o v e th e  l im ita t io n s  
o f  th e  m a te r ia l  sta te .

3 . T h is  d e g re e  w as th e  h ig h e s t  an d  
m o st se c re t , a n d  w as reserv ed  fo r  th o se  
w h o  h a d  p erce iv ed  th e  d eep est m y ste rie s  
o f  th e  so u l. I t  w a s  th e  r ite  o f  th e  m id  
n ig h t  su n . T h e  n e o p h y te  p erce iv ed  th e  
su n  s h in in g  a t  m id n ig h t  b e n e a th  th e  
e a r th , as th o u g h  u n d e r  h is  fe e t. D io n y  
sus is th is  n ig h t  su n , th e  lo rd  o f  th e  
h ig h e s t  d e g re e  o f  th e  M y ste r ie s . H e  is 
th e  d iv in e  so u l w h ic h  is e le v a te d  ab o v e 
h u m a n  c o n c e r n , a n d  h a s  m in g le d  itse lf
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in  th e  d iv in e  l ig h t. T h is  l ig h t in  d a r k  
n e ss  is th e  l ig h t  w ith in , by w h ic h  a ll 
e x te r n a l th in g s  m u st  be i llu m in e d .

T h e  D io n y s ia n  R it e  w a s ca lled  an  
o r g y , w h ic h  a t th a t  t im e  m e a n t  a p eriod  
o f  c o n te m p la t io n , o r  a sacred  d ra m a  in 
w h ic h  th e  a u d ie n c e  p a rt ic ip a te d . T h e  
r ite  w as a lso  ca lled  a n  a u to p sy . T h e  
w o rd  n ow  m e a n s  th e d isse c tio n  o f  th e  
h u m a n  bo d y  a f te r  d e a th , b u t to  th e  
G r e e k s  it m e a n t  a c o n te m p la tiv e  e x e rc ise . 
W e  read  o f  th e  fre n z ie s  o f  D io n y su s . 
T h e s e  w e re  a k in d  o f  ecs ta sy , by  w h ic h  
th e  d ev o tees  o f  th e  c u lt  a tte m p te d  to 
p r o je c t  th e m se lv e s  in to  a s ta te  o f  e te rn a l 
h a rm o n y  by  a m y stica l e x p e r ie n ce .

I n  th e  E le u s in ia n  R ite s , th e  sam e le g  
e n d  a p p e a rs  in s lig h tly  d if fe re n t  fo rm . 
P e rs e p h o n e , th e  d a u g h te r  o f C e re s , w as 
p la y in g  w ith  h e r  co m p a n io n s  an d  g a th  
e r in g  flo w ers in  th e  v a le  o f  E n n a  w h e n  
P lu to  a p p e a re d  th r o u g h  th e  e a r th , r id in g  
in  a  c h a r io t . In  sp ite  o f  th e  sc re a m s and  
p le a d in g s  o f  P e rs e p h o n e , P lu to  a b d u c te d  
h e r  an d  sped a w a y  to  th e  b a n k  o f th e  
R iv e r  C y a n e . H e r e  h e s tru c k  th e  e a rth  
w ith  h is t r id a n t ; th e  g ro u n d  o p en ed  an d  
g a v e  h im  p assag e  to  T a r ta r u s .

C e r e s , s e a r c h in g  e v e ry w h e re  fo r  h e r  
lo s t c h ild , f in a lly  seated  h e rs e lf  on  a 
s to n e , w h e r e  sh e  re m a in e d  s o rro w in g  fo r  
n in e  d ays an d  n ig h ts . T h i s  s to n e  stoo d

in  th e  fie ld  o f  an  old  m a n  n a m ed  C e le u s , 
an d  a fte r w a r d s  th e  c ity  o f  E le u s is  w as 
b u ilt  u p o n  th a t  p la ce . A f te r  sev e ra l a d  
v e n tu re s  in  th e  h o u se  o f  C e le u s , th e  
g o d d e ss  w ra p p ed  a clo u d  a b o u t h e r  a n d  
m o u n tin g  h e r  c h a r io t , re fre sh e d  an d  e n  
c o u ra g e d , co n tin u e d  h e r  se a rch . F in a lly  
sh e  m e t a n y m p h  by th e  R iv e r  C y a n e , 
w h o  told  h e r  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e 
a b d u c tio n . L a te r ,  th r o u g h  th e  a ss is t 
a n c e  o f  D ia n a ,  sh e  le a rn e d  th a t P e r  
se p h o n e  h ad  b e c o m e  q u e e n  o f  E re b u s , 
an d  ru le d  w ith  P lu to  o v e r th e  re a lm s  
o f  th e  d ead .

W h e n  C e r e s  le a rn e d  th ese  th in g s , she 
h a s te n e d  to  th e  th ro n e  o f  Z e u s, im p lo r  
in g  h im  to re s to re  h e r  d a u g h te r . Z eu s 
a g re e d , on  th e  c o n d it io n  th a t P e rse p h o n e  
h ad  not to u ch e d  food  d u r in g  h e r  stay 
in  th e  in fe rn a l a b o d e . M e rc u ry  w a s d is  
p a tch e d  to  a c c o m p lish  h e r  re le a se , b u t, 
sad to  say , P e rs e p h o n e  h ad  e a te n  p a rt  
o f  a p o m e g ra n a te . T h e  s itu a tio n  w as 
a rb itra te d , an d  P e rs e p h o n e  w a s  p e r m it  
ted  to pass h a lf  o f  h e r  t im e  w ith  h e r  
m o th e r  in th e  u p p er w o rld , an d  th e  
o th e r  h a lf  in  th e  d a rk  re g io n s  o f  P lu to . 
C e re s , n o w  h a p p ie r , re m e m b e re d  th e  
k in d n e s s  sh e  h ad  rece iv ed  in th e  h o u se  
o f  C e le u s , a n d  b e sto w ed  h e r  fa v o rs  upxan 
th is  fa m ily . T h e  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f th is  
g oo d  m a n  b u ilt  a m a g n if ic e n t  te m p le  to
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C e re s  a t E le u s is  a n d  e s ta b lish e d  th e  
w o rs h ip  o f  th e  g o d d ess . “ T h e s e  M y s 
te r ie s ,” says B u lf in c h , “ su rp assed  a ll o th e r  
re lig io u s  ce le b ra tio n s  a m o n g  th e  G r e e k s .”

T h e  L e s s e r  R itu a ls  o f  E le u s is  re p re  
se n t d ra m a tic a lly  th e  ra p e  o f  P e rse p h o n e  
an d  th e  so rro w  o f  h e r  m o th e r  w h o  seek s 
h e r , b e a r in g  in e a ch  h an d  a ta ll ,  l ig h te d  
to r c h . H e r e , a lso , is in tro d u ce d  th e  
ep iso d e  w ith  C e le u s , w h ic h  led  to  th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  s a n c tu a ry . T h e  
G r e a te r  R itu a l  p re se n ts  th e  ap p ea l o f  
C e re s  b e fo re  th e  g o d  Z eu s, an d  th e  c ir  
cu m sta n c e s  o f  th e  p a rtia l re s to ra tio n  o f  
P e rse p h o n e  to  th e  u p p er w o rld . B e  
cau se  o f  th e  a b d u c tio n  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r , 
C e re s , w h o  w as th e  g u a r d ia n  o f  th e  
h a rv e st , h ad  cau sed  th e  e a rth  to  b e co m e  
ste r ile . P a c if ie d  by  th e  f in a l d ec is io n  
w h ic h  res to red  h e r  d a u g h te r  to  h e r  fo r  
h a lf  o f  e a ch  y ear, C e re s  n o w  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  th e  fe r t il i ty  an d  p ro sp e r ity  o f  N a  
tu re . T h e r e  w as g e n e ra l r e jo ic in g , and  
th e  d ra m a  en d ed  w ith  ev e ry o n e  liv in g  
h a p p ily  e v e r  a fte r .

I t  d o es n o t a p p e a r th a t su ch  a leg en d  
o r  d ra m a  co u ld  h a v e  g a in e d  su ch  u n i 
v ersa l a d m ira t io n  as to  ca u se  th e  g re a te s t  
o f  p h ilo so p h e rs  to  a c k n o w le d g e  its su  
p re m e  s ig n if ic a n c e . O b v io u s ly  th e  ritu a ls  
h ad  a fa r -d e e p e r  m e a n in g  th a n  m ig h t  
b e  su sp ected  fro m  re a d in g  m o d e rn  d i 
g e sts  o f  th e  le g e n d . P e rse p h o n e , l ik e  
E u r y d ic e , is a sy m b o l o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l. 
B y  th e  p ro cess o f  in c a r n a tio n  or re b ir th  
in  a m a te r ia l  s ta te , th e  so u l o f  m a n  
sp en d s p a rt o f  its t im e  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  
l ig h t  a n d  p art in  th e  sp h ere  o f  d a rk n e s s . 
T h e  p o m e g ra n a te , l ik e  th e  ce le b ra te d  
ap p le  in  th e  E d e n  s to ry , s ig n if ie s  th e 
p r in c ip le  o f  g e n e r a tio n . O n c e  th e  h u  
m a n  so u l h a s  e n te re d  in to  th e  cy cle  o f  
g e n e r a tio n , it m u st re m a in  th e r e  u n til 
lib e ra te d  by th e  in it ia t io n  r itu a l. E a c h  
d e ta il o f  th e  r ite  h a s  a p a r t ic u la r  m e a n  
in g , an d  th e  e n tire  d ra m a  u n fo ld s  th e  
stru g g le  fo r  l ib e ra t io n  f r o m  th e  d a rk n e ss  
o f  ig n o ra n ce .

P lu to  a m o n g  th e  L a t in s  w a s  so m e  
w h a t  d if fe r e n t  fro m  th e  G r e e k  H a d e s . 
H a d e s  w as a god  o f d e a th , b u t P lu to  
w as a g o d  o f  r ic h e s . In  e ith e r  case , th e  
d e ity  s ta n d s fo r  w o rld lin e ss , a tta ch e d  to  
p h y sica l p o ssessio n s, an d  th e  p sy ch o  
lo g ica l a c c e p ta n ce  o f  th e  re a lity  o f  m a  

te r ia l  th in g s . H a d e s  ru le s  o v e r  a n  e m  
p ire  o f  sh a d o w s, an d  so  d o  all e a r th ly  
m o n a rc h s . T h e  u n d e rw o rld  is a d re a m  
an d  an  illu s io n , an d  th o se  w h o  b e c o m e  
m a ste rs  o f  its  d a rk  w ay s g o v e rn  o n ly  
p h a n to m s  an d  a c c u m u la te  o n ly  m is ts  
an d  ash es .

T h e  sp h e re  o f  H a d e s  w as o r ig in a lly  
th e  G r e e k  w o rld  o f  th e  d ead . A f te r  th e  
H o m e r ic  p e r io d , h o w e v e r, c le a re r  c o n  
cep ts  o f  im m o r ta lity  a n d  m e te m p sy c h o s is  
freed  th e  G r e e k  m in d  fr o m  a b e lie f  in 
a n  a f te r li fe  c o n t in u in g  fo re v e r  in  a n  
a b o d e  o f  g h o s ts . D u r in g  th e  p h ilo so p h  
ica l e ra , th e r e fo r e , H a d e s  c a m e  to  be 
a ccep ted  as s y m b o lica l o f  th e  s ta te  o f  ig  
n o ra n c e . H e r e  a ll th in g s  w e re  co n fu se d  
an d  u n re a l, an d  o v e r  th is  d a rk e n e d  
re a lm  ru led  a g od  o f  w e a lth , ty ra n n y , 
an d  g lo o m . P lu to  a b d u cte d  P e rse p h o n e  
b e ca u se  h e  d esired  to  b r in g  l ig h t ,  h a p  
p in ess , an d  l if e  to  th e  g h o s t w o rld . 
T h e  a n a lo g y  is o b v io u s . P e rse p h o n e  is 
tr u th  ra v ish e d  by m o rta ls  a n d  d ra g g e d  
d o w n  in to  th e  ab o d e  o f  e r r o r . In  o rd e r  
to  re d e e m  th e  u n d e r w o r ld , sch o o ls  o f  
th e  M y s te r ie s  w e re  e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  
d a rk  re a lm , a n d  th e  e so te r ic  tra d it io n , 
v e iled  in  fa b le s , m y th s , a n d  le g e n d s , w as 
g iv e n  se cre tly  to  su ch  as p ossessed  th e 
p ro p er m e r its .

L ik e  th e  w a n d e rin g s  o f  U ly sse s , th e  
M y s te r ie s  u n fo ld e d  th e  p a g e n try  o f  th e  
h u m a n  q u e s t fo r  th e  d iv in e  re a lity . 
S p e c ia l d is c ip lin e s  w e re  used  to  s t im  
u la te  th e  in te rn a l fa c u lt ie s  o f  th e  h u m a n  
m in d . I t  is b e lie v e d  th a t  h y p n o tic  d ru g s 
w e re  e m p lo y e d  in  so m e  case s, an d  in  
o th e rs , a d v a n ta g e  w as ta k e n  o f  th e  
fu m e s  is su in g  fro m  v o lc a n ic  v e n ts . A l  
w ay s th e  p u rp o se  w a s th e  sa m e , to  cau se  
v is io n s o r  in te rn a l e x p e r ie n ce s . W i t h  
th e  d e c lin e  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s , th e  re lig io n  
o f  m y s tica l a p p e rce p tio n  g e n e r a lly  fa iled  
to  b e  p ra c tic e d .

I t  m ay  b e  p o in te d  o u t th a t  in  a n c ie n t  
t im e s  th e re  w e re  n o  re lig io u s  serv ices  as 
w e n o w  k n o w  th e m . W o r s h ip  w as a 
p riv a te  m a tte r , an d  th e  p riests  m ere ly  
assisted  in  th e  v a rio u s rites  an d  sa c ra  
m e n ts . T h e r e  w e re  n o  se rm o n s  o r  d is  
cu ssio n s a b o u t th e  g o d s o r  la w s o f  N a  
tu re . T h e  te m p le  w as a h o u se  o f  p ray er 
an d  m e d ita tio n . T h o s e  se e k in g  e n lig h t  
e n m e n t in te lle c tu a lly  a tte n d e d  th e  sch o o ls
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o f  ce le b ra te d  p h ilo so p h e rs  o r  a tta ch e d  
th e m se lv e s  to  th e  p rie s th o o d s  o f  th e  v a r i  
ou s sec ts . T h e  re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r 
th e  c o m m o n  p eo p le  c a m e  th ro u g h  th e  
fe s tiv a ls  an d  p u b lic  c e r e m o n ie s  in  h o n o r 
o f  p a tro n  d iv in it ie s , th e  seaso n s, g re a t  
h e ro e s , a n d  th e  d e itie s  p re s id in g  o v er 
th e  c it ie s  a n d  n a tio n s . T h e s e  fe s tiv a ls  
w e re  r ich  in sy m b o lism , b u t th e  m e a n  
in g s  o f  th e  e m b le m s  w ere  k n o w n  o n ly  
to  th e  in it ia te d . M o st  m y th o lo g ie s  a re  
based  u p o n  th e  sp e cta c le s  an d  th e  m y th s  
an d  le g e n d s  a c c o m p a n y in g  th ese  o c c a  
s io n s.

In  a ll th e  m y th o lo g ie s , th e re  a re  r e fe r  
e n ce s  to  h e ro e s  w h o  p e r fo rm e d  h e ro ic  
e x p lo its  an d  w h o se  a d v e n tu re s  ta k e  u p  
m u c h  sp ace  in  th e  o ld  a c c o u n ts . In  th e  
G r e e k  m y th o lo g y , w e  h a v e  Ja so n  an d  
h is  A r g o n a u ts , H e rc u le s  an d  h is  la b o rs , 
an d  A c h ille s  a n d  h is  e x p lo its , e sp e c ia lly  
d u r in g  th e  T r o ja n  W a r .  A ll su ch  c h a r  
a c te rs  a re  fo lk  h e ro e s . T h e y  re p resen t 
th e  p e r fe c t  typ e o f  h u m a n ity  p a ss in g  
th ro u g h  th e  in it ia t io n s  w h ic h  u lt im a te ly  
b e sto w  im m o r ta l i ty  a n d  th e  h e ro ic  s ta te . 
W e  m a y  b e  su re  th a t th ese  a c c o u n ts  
h av e  a d e fin ite  a n d  u n c h a n g in g  m e a n  
in g , fo r  th e y  a re  tra n s fe r re d  fro m  o n e  
n a t io n  to  a n o th e r , a n d  a r c  to be fo u n d  
w h e r e v e r  th e  e so te ric  tra d it io n  h a s  su r  
v iv ed . E a c h  sy stem  o f  m y th o lo g y  b e  
c o m e s  in  th is  w a y  a k e y  to  a ll th e  o th e rs .

T h e  p sy ch o lo g y  o f  th e  m y th  has been  
e x a m in e d  in  so m e  d e ta il by F r e u d  an d  
J u n g . T h e s e  m e n  a re  co n v in c e d  th a t 
th e  m y th -p a tte rn s  o r ig in a te  b e lo w  th e  
th re sh o ld  o f  h u m a n  co n sc io u sn e ss . B e  
ca u se  th e  m y th  a rise s  in  th e  in d iv id u a l 
a n d  n o t fro m  c irc u m s ta n c e s  e x te rn a l to  
h im , th e  sa m e  or s im ila r  se q u e n ce s  m a y  
a p p e a r sp o n ta n e o u s ly  in  d if fe re n t  p arts  
o f  th e  w o r ld . T h e  p a tte rn s  a re  re leased  
by p re ssu res u p o n  th e  p erso n  an d  h is  
in s tin c tiv e  p sy ch ic  d e fe n se . M a n  is  fo r  
e v e r  s e e k in g  fo r  so m e e x p la n a tio n  w h ic h  
w ill a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  
h is  o w n  e x is te n c e . A  sa tis fa c to ry  so lu  
t io n  m u st bo th  e x p la in  a n d  ju s t i f y ;  th a t 
is, e x p la in  th e  e n v ir o n m e n ta l c o n d it io n , 
a n d  ju s t i fy  th e  co u rse  o f  h u m a n  a c tio n  
u n d e r  th e  p re v a ilin g  p a tte rn .

F o r  e x a m p le , c o n s id e r  th e  o r ig in  o f  
th e  w o rld . M e d ita t io n  u p on  th is  a b  
s tra c t io n  is a sy m b o lica l w ay  o f  a p  

p ro a c h in g  th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  o r ig in  o f  
th e  se lf . T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  fe e ls  h im  
s e lf  to  h a v e  c o m e  “ o u t o f  th e  e v e ry  
w h e re  in to  th e  h e r e .” A s  h e  th in k s  
b a c k  to w a rd  th e  p h y sica l o r ig in  o f  h is 
p e rso n a lity , h e  is d e fe a te d  in  h is  e ffo rts  
to  d e fin e  o r  id e n tify  th e  so u rc e  o f  h is  
co n sc io u sn e ss , h is  in te l lig e n c e , o r  h is  im  
p u lses . H e  h a s  th e  c o n v ic t io n , h o w e v e r, 
th a t  h e  d e p a rte d  fro m  a c o n d it io n  o f  
b lis s fu l o b liv io n  a n d  e n te re d  in to  a sta te  
o f  c o n fu s io n , u n c e r ta in ty , p a in , a n d  u l 
t im a te  d e a th . H is  d e sce n t in to  p erson al 
re s p o n s ib ility  w a s g ra d u a l an d  in c lu d e d  
co m p a r a tiv e ly  p le a sa n t c h ild h o o d  y ears , 
in  w h ic h  h e  rece iv ed  m u c h  lo v e  a n d  a t  
te n t io n  a n d  w a s n o t e x p e cte d  to  ca rry  
ev en  th e  b u rd e n  o f  se lf-su b sis te n c e .

U n c o n s c io u s n e s s , w h ic h  is th e  c o m  
p le te  a b se n ce  o f  p a in , is th e  g o ld e n  a g e  
o f  m a n ’s b e g in n in g . C h ild h o o d  is th e 
a g e  o f  s ilv e r , a k in d  o f  lu n a r  fa ir y la n d . 
M a tu r ity  is th e  ag e  o f  b r o n z e , w h e re  
a m b itio n s  co m p o u n d  liv in g  in to  a 
s tra n g e  a llo y  o f  p re c io u s  a n d  c o m m o n  
m e ta ls . O ld  ag e  is th e  ag e  o f  ir o n , th a t 
p erio d  o f  life  w h ic h  is ru le d  o v e r  by  a 
ty ra n n y  o f  in f ir m it ie s  a n d  in e v ita b le s . 
In  th ese  la te r  a g e s , m a n  d re a m s o f  th e  
re tu rn  o f  th e  g o ld e n  ag e  w ith  its  f r e e  
d o m  fro m  th e  p re ssu re  o f  th e  co n sc io u s  
se lf  w h ic h  im p e ls  a c tio n  an d  op p resses 
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  w ith  th e  w e ig h t  o f  
m a tu re  re sp o n sib ility . M o st a n c ie n t  co s  
m o g o n ie s  a re  cy c lic  a n d  c o rre sp o n d  w ith  
th e  p r in c ip a l d iv is io n s  o f  h u m a n  l ife  an d  
o c c u p a tio n .

M a n y  o ld  cy c les  o f  m y th s  a re  d o m i 
n a te d  by  a m e la n c h o ly  fa ta lis m . T h e  
w o rld  h e ro  a lw a y s  p e r ish e s , d estro y ed  
b y  e v il b e in g s  a n d  th e ir  co n sp ira c ie s . 
O f  co u rse , th e  w o rld  h e ro  is th e  E g o , th e 
in fa l l ib le  se lf  o f  m a n . T h e  w ill , th e  
p u rp o se , an d  th e  d e s ire  o f  th is  se lf  a re  
a lw a y s  fru s tr a te d  by th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  
o f  l ife . T h a t  w h ic h  p re v en ts  u s fro m  
a c c o m p lis h in g  o u r  o w n  in te n tio n s , 
w h e th e r  th e se  b e  g o o d  o r  b a d , is  a lw a y s  
a v il la in — an  e v il, h e a rtle s s  c re a tu re  
c o n s p ir in g  a g a in s t  u s . T h e  g r e a t  e n e m y  
o f  th e  h e ro  ( E g o )  is d e a th , an d  as th is  
is th e  in e v ita b le  fa te  o f  m o rta ls , th e  h e ro - 
le g e n d  is sh a d o w ed  w ith  th e  sad n ess o f  
a h o p e le ss  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  th e  d a rk n e ss  
o f  th e  g ra v e . In  th e  N o r d ic  m y th s ,
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S ie g fr ie d , th e  H e r o  o f  th e  W o r ld ,  is  
s la in  by th e  sp e a r o f  b la c k  H a g e n . T h is  
H a g e n , w ith  h is  sab le  c lo a k , th e  b ro a d , 
b la c k  w in g s  s p r e a d in g  fro m  h is  h e lm e t , 
a n d  h is  d a rk  h a ir  a n d  b e a rd , p erso n ifies  
th e  u lt im a te  d eca y  w h ic h  p lo ts  th e  d ea th  
o f  th e  h e ro -so u l.

T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  a n a ly se s  a n d  e s ti 
m a te s  th e  e n tire  e x p a n se  o f  e x is te n c e  o n ly  
in  te rm s o f  h is  o w n  b ir th , g r o w th , m a  
tu r ity , a n d  d e c lin e . F o r  h im , th e  w o rld  
b e g in s  w ith  th e  f irs t d a w n  o f  h is  o w n  
a w a re n e ss , a n d  e n d s w h e n  th e  a w a re n e ss  
cea ses . E v e n  th e  g ra n d e u r  o f  th e  
c o sm ic  m y th s  is ca p tu re d  in  th is  lit t le  
f r a m e  o f  h u m a n  h o p e  a n d  m o rta l  e x  
p e c ta n c y . Im m o r ta li ty , in  so m e  s tra n g e  
w a y , e m e rg e s  fro m  th e  so m b e r  p a tte rn  
o f  th e  h u m a n  tra g e d y . A f te r  th e  g od s 
h av e  p e r ish e d , a f te r  th e  H e r o  o f  th e  
W o r ld  h a s  b e e n  c o n su m e d  u p o n  th e  f u  
n e ra l p y re , th e re  is th e  d a w n  o f  a n o th e r  
d ay . T h i s  is  th e  d a y  o f  th o se  w h o  c o m e  
a fte r  u s , o u r  c h ild re n  a n d  o u r  c h ild r e n ’s 
c h ild r e n . T h i s  is th e  b e tte r  d a y  fo r  
w h ic h  vve la b o r , b u t is  n o t  fo r  u s. P e r  
h ap s th e se  in s tin c ts  la c k  th e  g ra n d e u r  
o f  a b r o a d e r  p h ilo so p h ic  v is io n , b u t th ey  
are  h u m a n , a n d , to  a d e g re e , th e y  lu rk  
in th e  u n co n sc io u s  o f  th o se  w h o  c o n  
sc io u sly  c l in g  to  a b e tte r  h o p e . T o d a y  
w e te a c h  im m o r ta l i ty , th e  re s u rre c tio n  
o f  th e  sp ir it , a n d  th e  l if e  to  c o m e . 
T h o s e  m o re  p h ilo so p h ica lly  in c lin e d  c o n  

te m p la te  w ith  in n e r  c e r ta in ty  th e  d o c  

tr in e  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n . B u t  i f  th e  s p ir it  

u a l m a n , e n liv e n e d  w ith  a g r e a t  h o p e , 

fa ce s  a u n iv e rse  o f  in f in ite  l if e  a n d  in  
f in ite  o p p o rtu n ity , th e  m o rta l m a n  h a s  

n o  su ch  e x p e c ta t io n s .

M r .  B r o w n , w h o  h a s  b u ilt  h is  l it t le  
h o m e  a n d , w ith  c o u ra g e , p ro v id e d  fo r  
h is  fa m ily  a n d  a tta in e d  by s lo w  a n d  
p a in fu l m e a n s  a p la ce  o f  re s p e c ta b ility  
a n d  co m p a ra ti\ re s e c u r ity  in  th is  m o r  
ta l w o r ld , is s t ill  b o u n d  by  th e  o ld  a n d  
fa ta l w a y . T h e  s im p le  th in g s  h e  lo v e s  
a n d  k n o w s  m u st ce a se  w ith  h im . H e  
d e p a rts , le a v in g  b e h in d  h im  h is  loved  
o n e s, h is  p la n s , h is  h o p e s , a n d  h is  u n  
fin ish e d  d re a m s . P e rh a p s  th e s e  s l ig h t  
a n d  p e rso n a l co n c e r n s  a re  m o re  rea l to  
h im , m o re  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  to  h is  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  th a n  th e  w a y  o f  g lo ry  w h ic h  
le a d s  beyo n d  th e  s ta rs . H e  k n o w s  v ery  
l it t le  o f  a la rg e r  l if e ,  a n d  g o e s  fo r th  
w ith  u n c e r ta in  an d  r e lu c ta n t  step s. 
P e rh a p s , a g a in , th e  w ay  o f  th e  old  g o d s 
b e lo n g  to  th is  s im p le  p sy ch o lo g ica l p a t 
te rn  o f  s im p le  p e o p le  a n d  th e ir  s im p le  
p ro b le m s. T h e  n e w  w a y  o f  th e  g o d  res  
u rre c te d  a n d  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  a la rg e r  
a n d  m o re  im p e rso n a l co n sc io u sn e ss  m a y  
be b e tte r , m o re  n o b le , a n d  m o re  c o m  
p le te , b u t i t  is s tra n g e  as y et to  th e  
h e a rts  o f  m o st.

W h ile ,  th e r e fo r e , w e  e x te rn a lly  a n d  
o b je c tiv e ly  h av e  h ig h  c o n v ic t io n s  a b o u t 
th e  fu tu r e  l ife , th e  d e stin y  o f  o u r  w o rld , 
a n d  th e  sh a p e  o f  th in g s  to  c o m e , w e  are  
su b je c t iv e ly  a n d  in te rn a lly  a l i t t le  f r ig h t  
en ed  o f  th e  u n k n o w n  a n d  a l i t t le  fe a r  
fu l o f  w ay s w e h a v e  n e v e r  tro d . A s 
lo n g  as th is  d iv is io n  o r  c o n flic t  e x is ts  in  
w h ic h  th e  m in d  is m o re  h o p e fu l th a n  
th e  a n c ie n t  a n d  su b m e rg e d  b o d y  o f  o u r  
in s tin c ts , th is  in c o n s is te n c y  w ith in  o u r  
se lv es w ill b re e d  s tra n g e  m y th s  an d  fa ir y  
ta le s  w h ic h  tell m o re  tru ly  th a n  vve re  
a l iz e  th e  m ic r o c o s m ic  d ra m a  ta k in g  
p la ce  in  th e  h u m a n  su b co n s c io u s .

T y a n a ,  a c ity  in  C a p p a d o c ia , h a v in g  re b e lle d , th e  E m p e r o r  A u r e lia n  d e c id e d  to  
d e m o lish  th e  p la ce . In  h is  te n t  o n  th e  ev e  o f  b a t t le ,  th e  sp ir it  o f  A p o llo n iu s  o£ 
T y a n a  ap p e a re d  to  h im  s a y in g : “ O  A u r e lia n !  I f  you  d e s ire  to o v e rc o m e , b e  m e rc ifu l 
an d  c le m e n t .” T h e  e m p e ro r  w a s so im p re sse d  th a t h e  sp ared  th e  c ity .

S t .  B a s i l  w a s a n  e a rn e s t  d e fe n d e r  of th e  a d v a n ta g e  and lawfulness of the 
stu d y  o f  p a g a n  lite r a tu r e .

M a c u le y  b e g a n  w r i t in g  a  h is to ry  o f  th e  w o rld  w h e n  h e  w a s  seven y e a rs  oldw
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— Fro m  tire R ttss/y i V iesin ik.
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FROM THE CAVES AND JUNGLES 
OF HINDUSTAN *

A  N O T E  F R O M  T H E  T R A N S L A T O R

H . P .  B la v a ts k y  w ro te  fo r  th e  R u s s ia n  jo u r n a ls  o f  h e r  t im e  a b o u t h e r  

tra v e ls  in  In d ia  u n d e r  th e  p en  n a m e  o f  R a d d a -B a i.  T h e s e  a r t ic le s  ap p e a re d  

u n d e r  th e  g e n e r a l t it le  o f  “ I z  P e s c h e r  I  D c b r e i  H in d u s ta n a ” ( “F r o m  th e  

C a v e s  a n d  Ju n g le s  o f  H in d u s ta n ” )  in  th e  R u s s ia n  jo u r n a l ,  Russ\ii Viestni\ 
{Russian Messenger'), d u r in g  th e  y ea rs  o f  1 8 8 3 , 1 8 8 5 -1 8 8 6 .

T h e  n a r ra t iv e  a b o u t M r . P e te r s , th e  E n g lis h  C o lle c to r  s ta tio n e d  a t 

M a d u r a , w h ic h  fo llo w s w a s  tra n s la te d  fro m  th e  o r ig in a l R u s s ia n  as it a p  

p eared  in  Russ{ii Vtestni\, V o l .  C L X X X I ,  F e b r u a r y  1 8 8 6 , p p . 7 7 2 -7 9 2 . I t  

co n sis ts  o f  th e  th ird  c h a p te r  in  P a r t  I I  o f  th e  serie s w ith o u t  an y  d e le tio n  a n d  

p re se n ts  a c o m p le te  s to ry  in  its e lf . T o  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  t r a n s la to r , 

th is  te x t  is n o w  tra n s la te d  in to  E n g l is h  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e .

S in c e  it is cu sto m a ry  fo r  s to r ie s  o r a r t ic le s  to  h av e  t it le s  an d  s in c e  th is  

p a r t ic u la r  s to ry  h as n o n e  e x ce p t th e  g e n e r a l t it le  o f  th e  serie s  in  w h ic h  it 

a p p e a rs , it is p re se n te d  u n d e r  a s u b title  o f  its o w n — “ M r . P e te r s  an d  th e  

G o d d e s s .”

M a ry  G . L a n g fo r d

L E T T E R S HOM E

MR. PETER S AND T H E  GODDESS 

By H. P. Bl a v a t sk y

I pass on what Mulji related to us “about the Anglo-Indian who 
loved the Hindus.”

Mr. Peters was the Collector for the holy city of Madura, the 
Mecca of Southern India. An ardent archaeologist and venerator of 
ancient manuscripts, he needed Brahmanas for the search and transla 
tion of such manuscripts; consequently, though possibly at first he 
did not quite love them, nevertheless, as the saying goes, he kept 
company with the Hindus and he did not, in imitation of his own 
colleagu.es, oppress them. A materialist of the worst tinge, he only 
laughed at their superstitions and prejudices; but his attitude was 
exactly the same towards his own Christian religion and so the Brah-

* See Russi{ii Viestnik., No. 11, 1885.
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manas did not pay much attention to this. “Nastika” (atheist), they 
used to say and wave their hand. But soon all this changed and Mr. 
Peters surprised both the peoples of India and his own compatriots.

Here is how it happened.
Once a yogi, unknown to any one, came to him and asked for a 

personal appointment. Having obtained permission to appear before 
the bright eyes of Mr. Collector, he handed him an ancient manu 
script and explained that he had received it from the goddess Minakshi 
herself (one of the comeliest forms of K ali), who, he said, had ordered 
it to be given to Mr. Peters. The manuscript was written on an olla *  
and its appearance was so archaic that it inspired involuntary respect 
from the antiquary. The Collector, who was proud of his knowledge 
in the field of ancient letters, was delighted and immediately wished 
to reward the hermit properly. To his greatest surprise, the yogi re 
fused with dignity any payment. But he surprised the superior still 
more. Like almost all Anglo-Indian officials, Mr. Peters belonged to 
the Masonic Lodge. Unexpectedly, the hermit gave him the most 
secret Masonic sign and, having uttered the well-known formula of 
the Scottish Rite, “I have not so received it, nor shall I so impart it”f  
(that is, the manuscript was not given for money), disappeared quickly.

Peters became thoughtful. He sent a sepoy  in pursuit of the 
guest who had vanished, but himself he engaged at once in the de 
ciphering of the manuscript and in its translation with the aid of a 
Brahmana pundit. The yogi, of course, was not found because, in the 
opinion of Mulji, the echo in this instance of the whole city of Madura, 
that had been a werewolf of the goddess Minakshi herself. From 
diligent study of the olla, the Collector found out much that was 
interesting about some things.

According to the assertions of the pundit, the manuscript was the 
a u tob iography  of th e  g o d d ess  Minakshi in  h e r  ow n h a n d w ritin g , in 
which there was discourse about manifestations, power, qualities, and 
about her character in general. According to her own statement, the 
goddess possessed power (sakti)%  of the most agreeable variety and 
there were few wonders that she would not promise to her favorites. 
Too blind a faith in her personal power was not even demanded: it 
was sufficient to love devatri (goddess) sincerely and ardently, as a 
mother is loved, and she would extend her patronage to the worshipper, 
take care of, love, and help him.

“O you, fish-eyed  o n e !”  whistled the incorrigible materialist 
Peters upon having heard the above from the lips of the pundit.

*  O lla— p alm  leaves w h ich  have been d ried  and prepared fo r w r i t in g .
* (Th is footnote g ives the fo rm u la as rendered  in  En g lish  and  is used above in  d ie text

—  Tran slat o r .)
* Sa\ ti, l i t e ra l ly , “ fo rce,”  the fem in in e p r in cip le in  m ale gods. Bu t  sak t i in  the o rd in ary

sense is p ow er .
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This epithet, however, was not insolence on his part. Literally 
translated, “fish-eyed one” is the name of the goddess, from the words: 
mina—“fish” and akshi—“eyes.”

“But what or who is the goddess Minakshi?” the European laity 
will ask us.

Minakshi is the selfsame Kali, namely, sakti, the creative power 
of Siva, his feminine principle and aspect, impregnated with his spirit, 
and is one of the numerous manifestations of his spouse Kali.

Every god of the vast pantheon of India, be it female or male, 
in its first-begotten aspect—that is, at its first separation from “the 
One Impersonal One,” the purely abstract principle which they de 
nominate Parabrahman—is always neuter. But in its earthly mani 
festation it appears twofold like the first-begotten Adam and Eve, 
and the feminine half, separating from the masculine, becomes a 
goddess while the other half remains a god. The universal divinity, 
Parabrahman, is It, but its twofold energy, which afterwards begets a 
countless number of gods and goddesses, is he and she, that is, bi 
sexual. From the principal gods Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, and 
their saktis, other gods are begotten in their turn. These latter are 
not direct descendants, as one might think, of the divine spouses, 
descendants which have in the pantheon of the Brahmanas a com 
pletely separate and distinct place from others; but they are simply 
the same first-begotten gods and goddesses which masquerade and 
present innumerable “aspects” or countenances out of themselves.

Therefore even the sanguinary goddess Kali, the mightiest of all 
saktis, appearing under one of her own aspects, such as Minakshi for 
example, changes her personal attributes completely and becomes un 
recognizable. It would be untimely and too boring to explain here 
the idea of such a transformation. It will be sufficient to say that Kali, 
in transforming into Minakshi of Madura, becomes the most peace- 
loving of goddesses, who possesses all the best qualities: meekness, 
long-suffering, generosity, etc.

Minakshi is the patroness-goddess of the City of Madura, which 
is built to resemble the plan of the temple Srirangam—a square divided 
into a great number of inner squares, or enclosures, and in the center 
of which appears the famous Temple of Minakshi. The goddess, in 
spite of her inner qualities and, possibly, as proof that she has no vanity 
nor pride, is far from beautiful in her outer image. Her eyes resemble 
two fishes, from whence the appellation “fish-eyed one.” But then, 
in the understanding of her worshippers, she possesses extraordinary 
power, of course. The unfortunate ones who are possessed by pisachas, 
“demons,” are brought to her in throngs for cure. There are many 
such possessed ones in India because the pious Brahmanas include in 
the category of “those who are possessed” also those whom we, in 
Europe, designate as “mediums.” In India, the right of citizenship is
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permitted to phenomenal manifestations only in the presence of the 
yogis, sadhus, and other miracle workers initiated into the “secret 
sciences.” Everything which occurs without the will of the person and 
which we call demoniacal is attributed by the Brahmanas to the in 
decent behaviour of the pisachas.

But what is a pisacha?
Pisachas are the very same “spirits,” esprits frappeurs, of the 

spiritualists, only not in the complete structure of their divested per 
sonality. Only that part of a human soul becomes a bhuta {earthly 
spirit), or a pisacha, which, upon separating from the immortal spirit 
after death, usually remains in an invisible form, but which frequently 
is sensed by the living, in the atmosphere where it moved and had 
existence during the life of the body. After the death of a human 
being, everything that is divine in him departs into a higher, cleaner 
and better world. Only the dregs o f the soul which are held back 
by this atmosphere remain—the soul’s earthly passions which find 
temporary welcome for themselves in the semi-material “double” of 
the deceased, which has been expelled from its habitat by the decom 
position and complete destruction of the physical envelope; and the 
final disappearance of “the double” is delayed because of this, causing 
it torment. A case such as this after death is sad for the family of 
the deceased and is looked upon by the Brahmanas as a great mis 
fortune. The Hindus take all-possible measures to avert such an un 
welcome event. It happens most frequently, so they think, as the 
result of a sinful thirst for life, or of a particular passion of the de 
ceased for somebody or something with whom  or with which he did 
not, and even after death does not, wish to part. Therefore, the Hindus 
try to remain indifferent to everything, not to allow any passion in 
themselves at all, fearing more than anything in the world to die 
with an unsatisfied desire and, consequently, of becoming a pisacha. 
Natives of all castes and sects detest “spirits” and, seeing in them 
pisachas, the very demons, they try to exorcise such as quickly as 
possible.

And so, nevertheless, the respect for Minakshi! Daily, in the 
courtyard of her pagoda, it is possible to see throngs of Hindus who 
are possessed. There are such among them that crow like cocks and 
bark like dogs, as they do in our Russia. But there are yet more 
mediums among them: these are, quite candidly, ghost-seers and 
foretellers, in the presence of which various phenomena and all sorts 
of devilry take place. Just as soon as the ailing one who is possessed 
by the pisachas is brought before the fish-eyes of the goddess, the 
demon begins to shout (through the mouth of the possessed, of course) 
that he will immediately vacate the lodging occupied by him, if only 
the goddess gives him time. The sick person is led away and the 
pisacha, true to his word and as a token of his having kept it, throws
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a tuft of hair, always plucked by him from the head of his victim, in 
front of Minakshi as a farewell. According to the stories, such bunches 
of hair constantly fly around in the temple before the eyes of the 
amazed people, from morning till night, unknown from whence. 
It would be possible to make superb mattresses from them if the 
Brahmanas did not burn them with great ceremony. *

Flocking by thousands and hundreds of thousands, the pilgrims 
bring huge revenues to the temple, and its officiating Brahman-oracles 
are considered the richest in India. Besides the Temple of Minakshi, 
there are only five such lucrative pagodas in the entire Madras Pres 
idency, namely: the renowned temples Tirupati, Aligarh, Vaidesvaran, 
Kovil, and Swamimalai. The first two are consecrated to the god 
Vishnu, and the last three to Siva. On ordinary week days, from
3,000 to 10,000 rupees are collected in the pagodas daily, but during 
holidays, the daily sums of revenue surpass all belief. They frequently 
reach from 25,000 to 50,000, and even to 75,000 rupees a day! These 
figures are not exaggerated, but are a well-known fact to the Anglo- 
Indian government. Not in vain have the Madras authorities been 
gnashing their little teeth for a long time at the colossal pagoda fund  
of Southern India.

Malicious tongues assure us that this celebrated “fund” escaped 
for a time the bitter fate which threatened to land it under the com 
plete management of the administrators of Madras only through com 
promise. It occurred to the richest of all the demon-curing pagodas, 
Tirupati, to present in the nick of time 40 lakhs of rupees (4 million 
rubles) to the above-mentioned administrators after having appor 
tioned the amount according to rank among the members of the 
legislative council, through which it spared the other pagodas for 
several years. But it is somehow awkward even to relate such a 
rumor. Sparc us, Englishmen — and suddenly a bribe! W ho in 
Europe now does not know, chiefly from the London papers, that 
only in barbarous, semi-Asiatic Russia there are still such monstrous 
anomalies in our century like bribe-taking officials {Pioneer and Bom  
bay Gazette). But is it possible to believe that any of the Anglo-In 
dians—those sober, temperate warriors and officials, the foremost of 
which must be reputed from now to the end of centuries to be the 
“Spartans of the Afghan Thermopolae”—could have decided to take 
a bribe! And could Englishmen pur sang, the Englishmen of London, 
the worthy sons of a nation, the representatives of which punish so 
severely in Parliament “greediness for usurpation” in their neighbor 
and the smallest departure from truth and honesty in other nations, 
have even permitted this in their own Anglo-Indians! Unthinkable,

•  I f  w e are to believe the sto ries, it  is very  dangerous to touch th is h air . M u l j i , d u r in g  the 
t im e o f  h is chaste yo u th , sto le such a t u f t  o f  h air f ro m  the Tem p le  o f M in ak sh i, and  the 
p ts a c h a  im m ed iat ely took possession o f the boy. “ Th an k s to d e v a tr i ,  at  lo ng  last  I go t  
rid  o f  the d ev i l ,”  related  the g eneral.
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simply absurd. W e must not believe this because such a sensible 
nation would not express so much ardent indignation in the press and 
Parliament at "Russian extortioners” if it had kept company with like 
transgressions. As a result of this reflection, we have decided to 
consider the accusation from the Brahmanas an abominable slander 
coming from ungrateful heathens and to return to the story about 
Mr. Peters.

Alas, this “story” cannot be attributed to slander as was the 
“bribe of the forty lakhs of rupees offered by the Temple of Tirupati” 
to the instigators of the celebrated bill. The heathen grave of the 
honorable Collector, with its heathen symbols, is seen to this day at 
the gates of Madura, and at the sight of it the cultured officials, suc 
cessors to the deceased, blush.

They blush because Mr. Peters, also, belonged to the very same 
cultured class of officials (only not in relation to bribes), and also 
because he not only never looked askance at the pagoda funds but 
even added to them from his own pocket. This was the result of the 
fact that, after having read the manuscript about Minakshi, for some 
reason he was moved in his soul in the presence of such great virtue, 
and he decided to get a little better acquainted with the goddess. 
Up to that time, though he had studied the philosophy of the Hindus 
a great deal, he did not share their views on “obsession,” and the 
feminine healer of it he did not include in the province of philosophy; 
on the contrary, he amused himself and made fun of such beliefs of 
the natives. But from the day he received the manuscripts, he began 
visiting the Temple and made an effort to collect all the existing 
legends about the goddess.

One among such legends gathered by the scholarly Collector 
proved to be unusually interesting and, though the British geologic 
ethnographers do not render it due attention, Mr. Peters classified it 
among fully historical events. Moreover, it was set forth by the god 
dess herself in her “autobiography,” which afterwards, upon Peters’ 
own wish, was buried in the tomb where his ashes repose.

The river Vaigai, on the southern shore of which the City of 
Madura is situated, belongs to the number of so-called antarvahini 
nadi, that is, to the rivers which flow underground from their source 
to their outlet into the sea; in short, to the subterranean streams. 
Even during the season of the monsoons, when the environs are flooded 
with torrential rains and the river overflows its banks, the river bed 
dries up in three or four days and only its rocky bottom remains. But 
it is well worth digging at any time of the year an arshine * or two 
underground in order to obtain superb water, which is not only indis 
pensable for the city but also sufficient for the irrigation of the fields 
of the entire district.

(A rsh in e— a fo rm er Russian  u n it  o f m easurem ent  eq ual to .77 yards —  Tran sla t o r .)
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Such recluse rivers are very few in India and, consequently, they 
are considered very sacred. As is known to all, and possibly to only 
a few, every temple and hill, every mountain and wood in India, in 
short, every locality and every building which is considered sacred for 
some reason or other has its own Parana (history or chronicles). *  
Written on ancient palm leaves, it is always carefully preserved by 
the officiating Brahmana of one or the other of the pagodas. Some 
times, the Sanscrit original is translated into the vernaculars and both 
texts are preserved with equal reverence. On the anniversary of 
holy days, in honor of such “river-goddesses” and “hill-gods” (to them 
a river is always a goddess, and a hill, a god), the manuscripts are 
brought out, and these local Puranas are read to the people by the 
Brahmana at night with great ritual and the necessary commentaries 
pertaining to them. In many temples, on the Hindu New Year’s 
Eve,f the almanac for the following year is also read to the people by 
the Brahman-astrologer.

These almanacs indicate accurately the position of the planets and 
stars; distinguish the fortunate from the unfortunate hours of each of 
the 365 days of the forthcoming year; predict the day, date, and even 
the hour o f that day when there will be rains, winds, hurricanes, 
eclipses of the planets or the sun, and various other manifestations 
of nature.+ All this is read in front of the patron-god or patron- 
goddess of the temple. The crowd listens reverently to the prophecies 
of the idol, who speaks through the lips of his Brahmana about famine, 
wars, and other national calamities; after which the astrologer and 
the Brahmana bless the crowd and, upon dividing the rice, fruit, and 
other edible offerings brought to the idols, give it leave to go home.

Collector Peters found a similar Parana about antarvahini nadi 
in the “autobiography” of Minakshi. W ith the aid of his pundit, he

•  P a r a n a — lit e ral ly , " an cien t ,”  but  t h is wo rd  is also  a syno nym  fo r h is to ry .

t  In  M arch  and  A p r i l , d epend ing  on the sect.

* Ou r ast ronom ers also  p red ict  the hour and m inu te o f  eclipses no w o rse, we take it , than the
Brahm an- ast ro lo g ers. Bu t  it  is st rang e that  the lat ter seldom  m ake m istakes in  freq uen t ly 
fo retelling  fo r a w ho le year ahead the dates and  even the hours o f  chance h u rr ican es and  
rain s, w h ich  (p ar t icu lar ly  the lat t er) very rarely occur out  o f  the rain y season perio d . 
H ere is w h at  the M aha- raja o f Travan co re w rit es about  these Brahm an- ast ro lo g ers in  his 
art icle, " Th e  Bo rd er lan d  Betw een  M at ter and  Sp i r i t " : “ Ast ro lo g y, so m uch scouted by 
m od erns, has st i l l  it s hold  upon m an k in d , and  b elief  in  it  m ay o ften be seen in the most  
unexpected  q uart ers. A  Eu ro p ean  f r iend  told us the other d ay that  som e years ago he 
w as go ing  to a t im b er depot in  the heart  o f  fo rests and  situated  on an islet  fo rm ed  by 
tw o  b ranches o f  a large r ive r . I t  was perfect ly d ry  w eath er and the st ream s were quite 
d ry . Hap p en ing  to meet an ast ro loger on the w ay , he was w arned  that  three d ays hence 
there w o u ld  be heavy rain  and  a t err ib le flood in the r ive r . Th ere  w as not  a speck o f  
rain - clo ud  in  the sk y ; and  pooh-poohing  the p red ict io n  he w ent  on to the t im b er depot . 
Th e  resu lt  w as, rain  cam e in  to rrents on the pred icted  d ay, the r iver  w as in und ated , 
shu t t ing  out  al l passage and w ash in g  aw ay m uch valuab le t im b er, and  com pelled  h im  to 
l ive m ost  m iserab ly in  an im p ro vised  lo g - hut  on the m ost  elevated part  o f the islet  fo r 
several d ays. H e, fo r one, professes b elief  in  a s tro lo g y ,  ho w ever m uch a s t ro lo g er s  m ay be 
im p osto rs in  m any cases. W e have kn o w n  instances in  w h ich  the date o f ch ild - b ir t h  and 
the sex o f  the ch ild  have been fo reto ld  w it h  perfect  co rrectness.”  (See the jo u rn al, T h e  
T h e o s o p h is t t V o l . V I , N o . 2 , N o vem b er 1884, p . 41, 2nd  co lu m n .)
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—  Fro m  M o o r’s H in d u  P a n th eo n  

T H E  GO D  SIV A  A N D  H IS CO N SO RT

translated it from the Sanskrit into Telugu, and it is read to this day 
in the temple of the kindheartcd goddess. Here is a brief summary 
of it in several sentences. This sthula-Purana explains the cause of the 
subterranean streams of the river Vaigai and, in addition, gives proof 
of the deep trust of the goddess Minakshi in Mr. Peters, to whom she 
chose to confide the episode of her early youth and love for her spouse 
Siva.

Kulasekhara, *  the valiant King of Madura during the adolescent 
days of the chief gods, and his spouse (whose name has not come down

*  Li t e ra l  t ranslat io n  o f  th is nam e: “ the head  o f  the fam ily  jew e ls.”
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in history) found themselves rewarded for long years of continual 
tapas* and of pious works by the birth of a charming daughter.

That was the fruit of hundreds of their past janmans (reincarna 
tions) in the forms of other outer personalities, for this daughter was 
the celebrated and fish-eyed Minakshi. The goddess did not become a 
goddess at once, but also as the result of piety in many of her former 
existences, during the course of which she supplicated Siva and Kali— 
the first, to honor her by selecting her into the rank of his spouses, 
and the other, to make the supplicant one of her aspects. Finally, 
Sundaresvara\ fulfilled her ardent prayer and announced to Minakshi 
that he would marry her.

The king, Kulasekhara, started magnificent preparations for the 
wedding feast. Overflowing with pride at the thought that he was 
being honored with such a divine son-in-law, he beseeched Siva to 
bring a large retinue with him from the most eminent lords of 
Kailasa.+ Bhumi-devi (the earth goddess), he said, though her fecun 
dity and innate patience were proverbial, would not have time to give 
birth to enough devas for the wedding over and above the mass of 
sinners (not to mention the animal and other kingdoms) which she 
has to bring forth daily into the world; therefore if Siva did not take 
pity, the wedding feast would be lacking in splendor and there would 
be no one to eat the prepared provisions.

The bridegroom promised to satisfy the ambition of his father- 
in-law, but when he descended from Kmlasa to “sweet earth,”§ instead 
of the expected resplendent retinue, he brought with him only one 
misshapen dwarf, by name Kundadara.H The chosen father-in-law 
took this action as mockery and became very vexed. But what can 
the anger of a mortal mean in the eyes of a god? Siva, upon reading 
the thoughts of Kulasekhara, smiled and only said: “King, feed my 
little courtier.” The Raja, very grieved by the fact that there would 
be no one to eat his provisions, ordered his pradhana mantri (prime 
minister) to sec that the dwarf was well fed. But, when the latter 
began to eat, he devoured not only the delicacies which had been pre 
pared at the palace, but also the supplies, and even the entire year’s 
reserve of the town of Madura; and thereupon, also swallowed all of 
the reserve water in the wells and fountains. The dwarf, still crying 
for more water, was then led to the shore of the river Vaigai. All of 
its water proved to be insufficient for quenching Kundadara’s thirst. 
In one gulp he drained the river to the bottom, following which the 
river-goddess had to save herself by flight into the bowels of the earth.

* T a p a s — cerem o nial p rayers in  vario us postures.
t  S ttn d a resv ara— “ the M ag n if icen t  Lo r d ,”  a nam e o f Siva and  one o f the e\ a d a sa  R u d ras , that
*  K a ila s a  is that  p art  o f  heaven w h ich  is the favo rit e abode o f Siva and  h is d o m icile.
5 M ad u ra  denotes “ sweet  eart h .”
 ̂ K u n d a d a r a — “ large b e l ly .”
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That was a lesson given by Siva to his father-in-law, who had not 
thought of the many poor whom he could have fed with the food pre 
pared for the wedding, but who had preferred that the nobles of the 
court should eat it. Since that time, the dwarf, under the guise of his 
barrel-bellied stone idol, has been sitting on the bank of the dry river 
and awaiting its annual appearance during the rainy season. But kind 
Minakshi, having taken pity on the fate of the Madurans, prevailed 
upon the goddess Vaigai to return from the bowels of the earth and to 
flow toward the sea one yard underground, and she permitted the 
dwarf to drink up all the water of the river just once a year. Since 
then she has been the patroness of the city.

In a short time, upon visiting the temple frequently, Peters, who 
had become immersed in the study of the glorious deeds of the mighty 
deva and astounded by her virtues, began finding something engaging 
in the expression of the fish-eyes of Minakshi. It seemed that her 
Ethiopean mouth would spread into a benign smile upon the approach 
of the Collector. He began getting used to her ugliness. A bachelor 
and with simple tastes like all scholars, Peters, who at first had begun 
to study the religion of the Hindus for the sake of science and, possibly, 
from boredom as well, started being drawn in, little by little, into the 
complicated, head-splitting philosophy and soon became an actual 
Sastri* He ceased making fun of the pious Brahmanas and started 
fraternizing and surrounding himself with them.

Among the latter there was one mantri\a, a Brahmana of the 
Temple of Minakshi, whose duty consisted of uttering mantras and 
other conjuring prayers before the goddess. In a short time, he became 
the alter ego of the Collector. Finally, one fine day he brought the 
Collector an idol of Minakshi, and the bronze image was placed in the 
bedroom of the host. Knowing him as an archeologist, the few Anglo- 
Indians who lived in Madura paid no particular attention to this.

But now, Mr. Peters, who always slept very soundly, saw his god 
dess in a dream one night. The fish-eyed apparition tried to waken 
him hastily, bidding him “to get up and get dressed.” But even such 
summons could not have an effect on the sound sleep of the Collector. 
Then in his dream  it appeared as if the goddess herself began dressing 
him in haste; the holy hands of Minakshi were not even sqeamish 
about pulling his boots over his legs, boots which were made from 
sacred cow hide. (This is the reason that in the eyes of the Brahmanas 
boots are the most defiled article of European apparel.) Having 
dressed her admirer, she touched his forehead, saying, “Save yourself 
through the window. Jump down, else you will perish!” She van 
ished and Mr. Peters awakened.

*  A  t h e o l o g i a n  w h o  h a s  le a r n e d  b y  h e a r t  a l l  t h e  “ s a s t r a s ,”  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r e a t is e s .



1949 M R. P ET ER S A N D  T H E  G O D D ESS 41

The Collector’s house was all afire. The blaze was already licking 
the walls of his bedchamber with its greedy tongues and the sole door 
leading out of the room was blazing. Without deliberating, he jumped 
out of the window and thus saved his life. The house was built on 
the bank of the river, but at the time of the fire, as usual, the Vaigai 
was absolutely dry. Suddenly and to the amazement of all, before the 
eyes of the gathered crowd, the water began to ooze through the river 
bed and to rise rapidly to the very veranda of the burning house. 
Thanks to this unexpected help, the fire was soon put out and many 
objects of Mr. Peters’ priceless collection were saved. Only papers and 
documents of great importance to the government were burned.

This fact is stated in the Collector’s own handwriting and signed 
by him, and confirmed by the testimony of his assistant, of his clerks, 
and many of those present at the scene of the huge fire; furthermore, 
it is entered in the corded book of the city archives, where the curious 
document is found even to this day.

Strangest of all was the fact that Mr. Peters, according to the 
testimony of both his valet and his own recollections, went to bed on 
the eve of the conflagration undressed and unshod and then, upon 
jumping out of the window, he found himself dressed and with his 
boots on. In addition to all this, he did not jump from the first story 
alone, but with the heavy bronze idol o f M inakjhi under his arm. 
This inexplicable fact, which he related himself hundreds of times, 
caused everybody to smile and shake his head. “The honorable Peters,” 
they said, “was simply drunk that eve and probably fell asleep as he 
was and with his boots on.” But the Brahmanas and the native popula 
tion triumphed and were firmly convinced that he had been dressed 
and saved by the Maha-devatri, “great goddess,” herself.

It is evident that Mr. Peters, also, was fully of this opinion, judg 
ing by the unforeseen results of this event: he suddenly became ex 
tremely devout, if it is at all possible to use this word in connection 
with a subject of such piety, and from a complete materialist he actual 
ly “was transformed into a pujist," in the words of Mulji. Peters began 
honoring the goddess Minakshi no worse than any Brahmana. He 
gave up his service and, upon resignation, clothed himself in the attire 
of the Bairagas and daily performed the religious rites prescribed by 
the sastras, and finally gained the reputation of “the holy white one” 
among the populace. He grew fond of the Hindus and became such 
an ardent defender of theirs that his memory still lives in the hearts 
of the grateful natives, and his name is uttered with greatest respect 
by all pilgrims who come to worship.

In consequence of such an unusual “occurrence,” the government 
proclaimed him insane and appointed a commission of psychiatrists 
to despatch him to England for cure. But even here “the goddess” 
did not betray her admirer. The doctors and experts, evidently, fell
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under the influence of tharana (magnetic influence) of Minakshi, for 
instead of a testimonial of his mental derangement, they gave him a 
clean slate which stated that the ex-Collector’s reason was found com 
pletely sane. Thereupon, having returned to Madras, they again af 
firmed their testimony. Peters had influential friends in England, also 
independent means: he was left in peace. When he died many years 
later, it was his wish that his ashes be buried in a place from which it 
would be possible to see the temple of his goddess. And so it was done. 
He was buried, after cremation, on a hillock from which the golden 
stupa (cupola) of the eastern tower of the temple was seen as clearly 
as if it lay in the palm of one’s hand. The granite mausoleum still 
towers to this day and pilgrims come to visit the grave of “the holy 
white one.” Peters Tom b  is one of the curiosities of Madura, and the 
tourist who wishes to gaze upon a view of the city and temple sets out 
for the very well-known hillock. The latter is located on land belong 
ing to the Temple of Minakshi, otherwise the grave and monument 
would have been taken down and leveled to the ground long ago.

But Anglo-Indians “who were not fond” of the Hindus would 
have found their own work too much for them had they been forced 
to proclaim as insane all the Anglo-Indians who, though they did not 
love the natives, still believed in the power of their gods and goddesses, 
no matter how strange this might have appeared. All these eccentric 
people—upon inquiry—appear to have left the ranks of the materialists. 
All of them are ¿\r-atheists and positivists! For example, here is what 
the Maha-raja of Travancore, the most educated of all the Indian 
princes, wrote about another Collector whose name he did not wish to 
reveal:

“A certain Collector of a certain district in the Madras Presidency 
had a family of several daughters but not a single son. Having had, 
in the course of his official life, to associate with Native gentlemen of 
all shades of faith, he was advised by several natives to take sea-baths 
at Ramesvaram to get a son! O f course, he derided the proposal, but 
thinking that a sea-bath could do no harm he did bathe at Dhavam- 
koti.* And he had a son shortly after!” f

Some Anglo-Indians turned to Mohammedanism; others, who 
were not accepted into Hinduism by the Brahmanas, became either 
Vallabhacharyast or devil-worshippers from grief.

Madura is no distance from Madras. When we went there about 
two years later and thereupon settled on the river of Adyar, one of the

•  Th e  Tem p le o f Ram esvaram  at D h avam ko t i is a p lace o f  p ilg r im ag e visited  b y the nat ives
und er vo w  in  o r d e r  to  h a v e  son s.

t  See jo u rn al, T h e  T h e o s o p h is t ,  V o l. V I , N o . 2 , N o v . 1884, p . 41.

* Th e  Vallab h ach arya sect is the m ost  im m o ral. It  recog n izes as it s sole head, the p o n t if f ,
who  en jo ys abso lute co nnub ial righ ts w it h  the w ives and daug hters o f  a lt  Vallab h ach aryas 
w itho u t  excep t ion.
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old Brahmanas who had known Peters personally told us much about 
him.

“The goddess revealed herself to him,” he said among other things, 
“in her actual primordial essence; otherwise he would never have wor 
shipped her so.”

In answer to our comment that even though they, the Vedantins, 
speak a great deal about the Oneness of Parabrahman, their worship 
of idols disproves and contradicts this Oneness in their comprehension, 
he replied:

"Devatri (goddess) is an idol only in the eyes of the ignorant sudra 
(lower caste); for the initiated sastris, Minakshi, as well as other divini 
ties, is simply one of the bricks o f the common edifice, the name of 
which is Sat, Be-ness.”

This explanation and the expression, “brick,” seemed at the time 
very unsatisfactory to us and, to me, exceedingly ludicrous. Later, 
however, I better understood its significance.

Prior to my serious study of the Vedas and, in general, of the symbol 
ism of the Brahman beliefs, I frequently asked myself the question: by 
virtue of what could such intelligent people and such thinkers as the 
authors of these, in the highest degree remarkable and original, systems 
appear to be (to him who has studied the six main philosophies of 
India), themselves have fallen for polytheism  and its outer expression 
of idols, or even allowed it in the masses no matter how ignorant the? 
latter might be? For a long time I could not account for this strange 
predilection. I could not explain to myself, even superficially, why, 
for example, Keshub Chunder-Sen, the well-known, highly educated 
Bengal reformer, a man who at one time had charmed Queen Victoria* 
by his conversation and his views, and all London high society by his 
unusual, enchanting eloquence—why also this mystic, the head and 
leader of Brahmo-Samaj, could not reject while he lived his goddess 
Durga. At times it seemed simply disgusting to listen to him and to 
read in the press how, in his mystical semi-delirium, he jumbled to 
gether Mohamet, Buddha, Chaitanya, and Durga! But I have under 
stood now and sincerely regret my vociferous censure of this reformer 
who is now deceased. He was an ardent monotheist, but he was born 
a Hindu and remained one unto death. Possibly the following expla 
nation of the riddle will prove to be not without benefit.

In the strange mythology of the Brahmanas—which at first glance 
is still more legendary than Greek mythology—and, generally, in their 
still stranger conception of the world, a profound philosophy is con 
cealed, nonetheless. The outer form of idolatry is but a curtain which 
hides the truth like the veil of Isis. But this truth is not given to all. 
For some the curtain hides not the countenance of Isis, but only empty

* Kesh u b  Chund er- Sen  alw ays called  the Queen h is "m o t h er .”  Th e  m em bers o f  the Brahm o -  
Sam aj sect  are considered  to be and are called  the In d ian  “ U n it ar ian s,”  sem i- Ch rist ians,
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space disappearing into the impenetrable, for them, darkness; for others 
light pours forth from there. For those not endowed by nature with 
that innate, inner sense possessed by some, which the Hindus so 
rightly call “the third eye” or “the eye of Siva,” it is by far better to be 
content with the fantastic patterns on the curtain: for such there is no 
penetrating into the depth of the impenetrable darkness, no filling of 
empty space. But he who has the “third eye” or, speaking more clearly, 
who is capable of transferring his vision from the grossly objective on 
to the purely inner ground, that one shall see light within the darkness,
and in the seeming emptiness discern the Universe ......... Inner self-
awareness will show him infallibly that the presence of God is per 
ceived here, but cannot be communicated, and that wishing to express 
this in concrete form finds its excuse in the very ardency of the desire 
to convey this experience to the masses. And thus, though still cen 
suring in his soul the form of worship, he will no longer laugh openly 
at idols and at the belief in them of that one who, unable to penetrate 
beyond the curtain, is satisfied with the exterior only because it is 
difficult for him, if not completely impossible, to receive any kind of 
suitable presentation about the “Unknown God.”

In order to demonstrate descriptively that all the 330 million gods 
of India taken together indicate One Unknown God, I shall try to 
speak more plainly. For this it will be sufficient to present one of the 
allegorical stories of the ancient Brahmanas from the Puranas, a story 
which has not yet, apparently, reached our Orientalists. It is quickly 
told.

Toward the very end of the last pralaya (that is, the intervening 
period between two creations of our world), the Great Raja who abides 
in the eternity of endless space, wishing to give to the coming people 
some means of knowing him, built a palace upon Mt. Meru out of 
qualites inherent to him  and established residence therein. But when 
people again inhabited the world, this palace, one end of which leaned 
upon the right and the other upon the left boundlessness, proved to be 
so vast that the little folks did not even surmise its existence: for 
them the palace was a celestial firmament, for which they had no com 
prehension. Then the Great Raja, having perceived the inconvenience 
and taking pity on the little folks, desired to reveal himself to them, 
not in entirety, but in parts. He demolished the palace created out of 
his qualities and started throwing one brick after another down to 
earth. Each of the bricks turned into an idol: a red brick, into a god 
and a gray, into a goddess, and each of the devatas and devatris who 
had embodied into an idol received one of the innumerable qualities of 
the Maha-Raja. At first the entire pantheon consisted of only superior 
qualities. But the people, taking advantage of impunity, proceeded to 
become more depraved and more evil. Then the Great Raja sent 
karm a (the law of retribution) down to earth. Karma, which spares
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not even the gods, changed many of the qualities into instruments of 
punishment: thus destroyer-gods and avenger-gods appeared among the 
all-forgiving benevolent divinities.

This story, which was related to us by a Brahmana from Madura, 
explains why he called the goddess Minakshi “a brick” and, in addition 
to this, indicates the unity at the bottom of all of this polytheism. 
Between dii mafores of the holy Mountain Meru—the Olympus of 
India—and dii minorcs, the difference in their essence is not great. 
The first are direct rays and the second are dismembered pieces, which 
are the broken rays of the same luminary. What in reality is Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Siva? The threefold ray issuing directly from “the light 
of the universe,” Swayambhu, that is, from the power or the spirit that 
gives life to and fecundates matter, which has been personified in Sara- 
svati, Lakshmi, and Kali, which are the three representations of prafriti 
(m atter), the three goddesses of the three gods. These three pairs, 
which have been synthesized in Swayambhu, “The Unmanifested 
Deity,” are the symbols that personify his unseen presence in all the 
manifestations of nature. In short, Brahma and Sarasvati, Vishnu and 
Lakshmi, Siva and Kali represent in their totality spirit and matter in 
their threefold quality—creation, preservation, and destruction.

Vishnu is one, but he has 1,008 names. Each one of these names 
is the name o f one o f the qualities o f the One. The personal qualities 
of Vishnu are embodied in their turn in secondary gods of the Hindu 
pantheon. Having thus become a separate personality from Vishnu 
(while Vishnu himself is only a personification of one of the seven 
main qualities or attributes of Swayambhu), each personification is 
called one of the aspects or “appearances” of Vishnu, Brahma, or Siva 
—in short, of one or the other of the main gods and goddesses. All of 
them have so many names which the officiating Brahmana of this or 
that sect repeats in our time like a parrot, but each of which had deep 
significance in the days of antiquity. Swayambhu is the first emana 
tion or ray of Parabrahman, Attribute-less Divinity, the first breath of 
its spirit: it is Trimurti, the synthesis of the three spiritual powers in 
union with the three material powers. From the qualities of these 
three pairs are born lesser gods, dii minores, who in their turn represent 
qualities of the greater gods.

Thus the seven primary colors of the prism into which the colorless 
ray is decomposed, upon further blending, form secondary composite 
colors and are diversified ad infinitum. The Brahmanas say that the 
god Surya (the sun) has seven sons, whose offspring comprise a good 
third of the pantheon of devas; and the god of air, Vayu, is the father 
of the seven primordial syllables and of the seven musical tones in 
which are generated and from which issue all-possible combinations 
of sounds in the harmony of nature.
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In ancient India, religion was closely tied with the contemplation 
of nature. Universal truths and the very essence of Truth were per 
sonified in Deity. Every manifest truth, no matter what it consisted 
of, had a direct relationship to divinity or self-existent truth. In the 
pantheism of the Hindu religion, only the outer method of expression 
is really crude and, usually, has a repellent and caricatured form.

The natural inference from all this, is that the pantheism of India, 
which obviously has deified all the crude forces of nature as if personi 
fying only the outer forms, is tied in with the realm of physical knowl 
edge, of chemistry, particularly of astronomy, and presents in itself 
something in the nature of poetized materialism—a continuation of 
Chaldean Sabaism. But if after casting away its outer form, which 
has led the ignorant masses to the most repugnant worship of idols, 
we penetrate to the primordial source of the myths of the pantheism, 
we shall then find in them neither gods nor even outer worship of 
various objects from the kingdoms of nature in their ordinary forms, 
but a worship of the Omnipresent Spirit, therefore, equally present in 
the smallest blade of grass as in the power that begot and grew it.

Such appears to be the simple and natural explanation of the 33 
furores* (330 million) gods of India. These gods were begotten and 
endowed with being as a result of the blind endeavor to personify that 
which cannot be personified, creating by that very means an “idol.” 
In the course of time, the cornerstone of the philosophic and religious 
world conception of their wise men found itself in the hands of the 
ambitious, coldly calculating Brahmanas, who broke the stone into 
chips and ground it into dust for the convenient assimilation by the 
masses. But for the thinker, as well as for every unprejudiced Orien 
talist, these distorted chips, as also their finely crushed gravel, are, none 
theless, from that very stone— the attributes of the manifested energy 
of Parabrahman, the One that Is without beginning and without end.

The Brahman-Vedantists postulate three kinds of existence: para- 
mart hi\a—the real, the true; vyavahari\a—the conditioned practical; 
and pratibhasi\a—the illusory. Parabrahman is the only manifestation 
of the first and, therefore, is called Sat, “the One that truly Is” or the 
One-Existent; to the second class belong the gods which have been 
embodied in diverse forms, the personal soulsf of mortals and every 
thing that is manifested and phenomenal in the world of subjective 
feeling. This class, having received existence in the imagination of the 
ignorant masses, has a foundation no firmer than all that which wc 
see in dreams; but in view of the realness of the practical relations of 
the people to these gods, their existence is allowed conditionally. The 
third class includes in itself such objects like mirage— the mother-of-

• Krore— 100 lakhs or 10 million.
t Personal soul or earth consciousness, in the teachings of the Brahmanas, is distinguished from 

our “immortal spirit.”
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pearl which is taken for silver, the coiled serpent which is taken for 
rope—and in its subdivision, also man. People thin\, imagine that 
they see one or the other: consequently, for him who sees this and 
imagines it as such, it actually exists. But since this actuality is only 
temporary and the very substance of the objects is ephemeral, there 
fore conditional, then in the last analysis it appears that all this actual 
ity is only illusion.

All of these conceptions not only do not interfere with the belief 
in the personality and oneness of deity, but also serve as an impassable 
barrier to atheism. In India there are no atheists in the sense in which 
we Europeans use this term. Nastil(a is an atheist in the sense of 
non-belief in gods and idols. This is known to everyone in India, and 
we have become completely convinced of that. The atheists of the 
West, and even the agnostics of the West, have a long way to go to 
the philosophy of the Nastikas of the East. The former grossly deny 
everything except matter; the latter, that is, the Hindu materialists, the 
Nastikas, do not at all deny the possibility of the existence of that which 
they do not understand. The true philosopher will understand the 
spirit and not the letter of their denial. He will be easily convinced 
of the fact that if they, in referring to the abstraction called Para- 
brahman, teach that the principle is “without will and without activity, 
without sensation as without consciousness,” then they do this, namely, 
because according to their understanding, T he One under this name 
is unconditioned will, activity without beginning and without end, 
self-existent relf-consciousness, self-contemplation, and self-awareness.

It appears that the pantheists of India, in retaining their gods, 
sin simply through the profusion of religious, even badly applied, 
feeling. And in addition, after the all-shattering and equally non- 
creative animal materialism of Europe, such pantheism appears as a 
moral and spiritual refreshment, a blossoming oasis in the midst of a 
barren, sandy desert. Better to believe even in one o f the qualities o f 
divinity after having personified it and worshipped it under that guise 
which represents to each, according to the power of his understanding, 
the most convenient representation and symbol of The All, than, while 
denying this All under the pretext that It is not provable by scientific 
paths, not to believe in anything, as our learned materialists, and even 
fashionable agnostics, do.

From the point of view of the aforesaid, and even though we 
may be surprised and even sincerely laugh at the originality of his 
selection for the object of divine worship, we shall understand why 
Mr. Peters was converted, so unexpectedly and unforeseenly for all, 
from an ardent materialist of the school of Mill and Clifford to a 
pantheist and even a pujist*

And now we shall return again to Dig.

• From the word puja —  worship of gods by established precepts; not prayer, but ritual.
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Homunculi
According to the teachings of the 

Paracelsian physicians and certain other 
alchemists, a homunculus is an artificial 
human being generated by chemistry. 
The idea of creating living creatures is 
not new for it is to be found in the 
magical speculations of many ancient 
nations. The homunculus is usually 
represented as a small creature about a 
span (9 inches) in height, and some 
times semitransparent, resembling tinted 
glass. We have several alchemical man 
uscripts in our collection which refer to 
the forming of living creatures by art. 
There are also reports of Mongolian 
magicians who fashioned homunculi 
from roots of the ginseng plant.

We present, merely as an extraordi 
nary curiosity, certain reports derived 
from the diary of Joseph Kammerer. 
This Joseph was the butler, famulus, 
and kind of esoteric secretary to John 
Ferdinand, Count of Kueffstein. This 
fantastic valet de chambre of the eccen 
tric Count was present at, and party to, 
the experiments carried on by the Count 
of Kueffstein in the Tyrol in the year 
1775. Incidentally, Count John Fer 
dinand was not only a celebrated thau- 
maturgist, occultist, student of secret 
mysteries, and master of cursed sciences, 
but was also in proper person a rich 
Austrian lord and chamberlain of Maria 
Theresa.

Of course, the Lord of Kueffstein was 
supposed to have gained knowledge and 
power as the result of a pact with the 
devil, which was duly signed with blood. 
The Count traveled extensively about 
Europe, searching everywhere for the 
secret of creating life, and the faithful 
Kammerer kept a complete diary of his 
master’s activities.

In Calabria, his lordship met the Abbe 
Geloni, whom Franz Flartmann called 
an Italian mystic and Rosicrucian. The 
abbe is described as a great initiate and 
a high French Mason, and these two 
most eccentric persons, Kueffstein and 
Geloni, retired to a laboratory in a Car 
melite convent. Flere they remained for 
five weeks carrying on their dangerous 
and incredible experiment. They took 
turns guarding the furnace in which 
bubbled and brewed the strange mixture 
which was to produce life. Kammerer, 
though frightened out of his wits, 
helped in minor ways and kept his dia 
ries, which became less and less orderly 
as his terror grew.

The alchemical-magical formulas seem 
to have been successful, and the count 
and abbe generated ten mysterious little 
beings. Each of the creatures, as soon 
as it came into life, was placed in a 
bottle filled with sanctified water and 
tightly sealed. The ten homunculi con 
sisted of a king, a queen, an architect,
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a monk, a miner, a nun, a seraphim, 
a knight, a blue spirit, and a red spirit. 
Kammerer is not entirely precise in his 
description, but it seems that the homun 
culi resembled perfect little human be 
ings, about ten inches high. One of the 
descriptions suggests that they were vis 
ible at all times, floating like undines 
in the large bottles. In another place, 
however, it appears that these creatures 
would fade from sight in the liquid, 
and only took form when commanded 
to do so. Count John was not satisfied 
with these tiny forms, and a further 
ritual was undertaken which caused 
them to grow to a state of maturity in 
about four weeks. When full-grown, 
the homunculi attained the height of 
eighteen inches.

The Abbe Geloni not only blessed 
each of the little elementaries, but seems 
to have made clothes for them so that 
each was attired according to his station. 
The king had a small scepter and 
crown, the queen a diadem, the knight 
a sword, and the architect a compass. 
The tiny people were most handsome, 
but their dispositions were not of the 
best. One day while the kindly abbe 
was barbering the hair and beards of 
the gentlemen homunculi, the monk bit 
his hand. When no one was around, 
the homunculi argued, screamed, and 
bickered among themselves. Their one 
desire was to escape from the bottles. 
One day the king did so, and it re 
quired much time and patience to cap 
ture him.

These strange spirits had the power 
to divine the future and to discover hid 
den things, but only the red and blue 
spirits would answer general questions. 
The others would prophesy only in mat 
ters pertaining to their own stations or 
characteristics.

The Count of Kueffstein was so 
proud of his alchemical children that 
he took them to Vienna and exhibited 
them to the initiates of the Grand Lodge 
of Masonry. Here they were seen by a 
number of distinguished persons, includ 
ing Count Franz Josef von Thun, a 
celebrated mesmerist, and Count Max 
Lamberg, a diplomatic writer of the

A N  A LC H EM IC A L  H O M U N CU LU S

time. Max was extremely critical and 
called the homunculi fearful monsters. 
This so distressed their creator that he 
refused Count Max admittance to the ex 
hibition.

It seems that the homunculi aged 
rapidly, and as they grew older their 
dispositions became worse, so that Kam 
merer was afraid to be alone in the 
same room with them. The first to 
die was the little monk, whose end was 
hastened by an accident. His lordship 
dropped the bottle, and the tiny creature 
was mortally injured. Encouraged by 
Count von Thun, the Lord of Kueffstein 
attempted to replace his monsters by a 
new experiment, but it failed utterly. 
As time passed, the Count of Kueffstein 
seems to have developed qualms of 
conscience. He feared that some ter 
rible penalty would descend upon him 
as the result of his audacity in attempt 
ing to create life. The diary tells us 
that he finally decided to rid himself 
of all the spirits, but there is no detail 
as to how he accomplished his purpose. 
Certainly no further mention is made 
of them. A full account of the entire 
proceedings appeared in a book called 
the Sphinx, edited by Dr. Emil Besetz- 
ny, and published in Vienna in 1873. 
It is believed that Goethe was aware of 
the experiments of the Count of Kueff 
stein and the Abbe Geloni, and per 
petuated the account in his description 
of the homunculus created by Wagner, 
the pupil of Faust.
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G a n e s a-.

G A N  E S A

'  1 ' H E  n a m e  o f  th e  H in d u  d iv in ity , 
G a n e s a , is  co m p o se d  o f  tw o  w o rd s  

m e a n in g  governor o r  leader of a com 
pany of deities. H e  is th e  E a s t  In d ia n  
g o d  o f  p ru d e n ce  a n d  p o lic ie s . H e  h a s  
o n ly  o n e  tu s k , a n d  is th e r e fo re  ca lled  
E k a d a n ta , a n d  h is  v a h a n , o r  v e h ic le , is 
th e  ra t . T h e  fo l lo w in g  e x tr a c t  fro m  th e  
Ganapati Upanishad, w h ic h  is a n  a d  
d ress  to  G a n e s a , su m m a riz e s  th e  a p p e a r  
a n c e  a n d  a ttr ib u te s  o f  th is  s tra n g e  d e ity : 
“ I sp e a k  w h a t  is r ig h t  a n d  t r u e ; p re  
se rv e  m e  th e r e fo re  w h e n  s p e a k in g , lis  
te n in g , g iv in g , p o ssessin g , te a c h in g , 
le a r n in g ; c o n tin u a lly  p ro te c t  m e  ev e ry  
w h e re . B y  th e e  w as th is  u n iv e rse  m a n i 
fe s te d ; fo r  th o u  a r t  e a r th , w a te r , f ire ,

a ir  a n d  e th e r . T h o u  a r t  B r a h m a , V is h  
n u  a n d  R u d r a . W e  a c k n o w le d g e  th y  
d iv in ity , O  E k a d a n t a !  a n d  m e d ita te  on  
th y  c o u n te n a n c e ;,  e n lig h te n  th e r e fo re , 
o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g . H e  w h o  c o n tin u a lly  
m e d ita te s  u p o n  th y  d iv in e  fo r m , c o n c e iv  
in g  it to  b e  w ith  o n e  to o th , fo u r  h a n d s , 
b e a r in g  a r a t  o n  th y  b a n n e r , o f  a red 
h u e , w ith  a la rg e  b e lly , a n o in te d  w ith  
red  p e r fu m e , a rra y e d  in  red  g a rm e n ts , 
w o rs h ip p e d  w ith  o ffe r in g s  o f  red  flo w ers, 
a b o u n d in g  in  c o m p a s s io n , th e  ca u se  o f  
th is  u n iv e rse , im p e r is h a b le , u n p ro d u ce d  
a n d  u n a ffe c te d  by c r e a tio n , b e co m e s  th e  
m o st e x c e lle n t  o f  Y o g is .”

T h e  e le p h a n t  d e ity , G a n e s a , o r  G a n a  
p a ti, se e m s to  h av e  o r ig in a te d  in  w h a t

50
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h as b e e n  ca lle d  th e  “o ld  d iffu s iv e  m e r  
c a n ti le  c u ltu r e ” o f  th e  B h a r a ta s . H e
w a s  n o t th e  ty p e  o f  d e ity  th a t  w o u ld  
h av e  b e e n  c o n ju r e d  in to  e x is te n c e  by  th e  
su b co n s c io u s  im p u lse s  o f  a n e u r o tic  o r  
f r u s tr a te d  p e o p le . G a n e s a  w a s  h u g e  
an d  o p tim is tic , g e n ia l a n d  g e n e ro u s ,
fr ie n d ly  a n d  b e n ig n ; a n d  y e t, l ik e  th e  
e le p h a n t w h o se  h e a d  h e  b o re , th is  ro  
tu n d  im m o r ta l  w a s w ise  a n d  sh re w d  
a n d  ev en  a  tr ifle  c ra fty  in  a h u m o ro u s  
so rt o f  w a y . A n y o n e  w h o  h as w a tc h e d  
th e  ey es o f  a n  e le p h a n t  b e n t o n  m is  
c h ie f  w ill a p p re c ia te  G a n a p a t i ’s w ile s .

W e  se ld o m  t h in k  o f  In d ia  as a la n d  
o f  m e rc h a n ts , y e t th e r e  a re  n o  p eop le  in  
th e  w o rld  w h o  e n jo y  sh a rp  t r a d in g  m o re  
th a n  th e  H in d u s . N a tu r a lly , a c lass d e 
v o ted  to  b a r te r  a n d  e x c h a n g e  a n d  th e
e n d less  c o n v e rsa tio n  th a t  d is tin g u ish e s  
O r ie n ta l  m e r c h a n d is in g  w o u ld  reg a rd  
b u sin e ss  as a p le a su re . S h o p k e e p e rs  an d  
tra d e rs  m e e t in g  o th e rs  o f  th e ir  o w n  k in d  
e x c h a n g e  n o te s  a n d  n e w s , a n d  th e  e n d  
less s tre a m  o f  cu s to m e rs , s e e k in g  b a r  
g a in s , b r in g  w ith  th e m  sca n d a l an d  
g o ssip  fro m  fa r  a n d  n e a r . T h e  b o rn  
m e r c h a n t , re g a rd le ss  o f  h is  re lig io u s  
p e rsu a s io n s , is a p ra c tic a l  m a n — n o t a 
d re a m e r . H is  m e n ta l h o r iz o n  is l im  
ited  by  th e  n a tu ra l b o u n d a r ie s  o f  h is  
c r a f t ,  t ra d e , an d  c o u n te r . L i f e  is an  
en d less  c h a lle n g e  to  th e  w its , f o r  n u  
m e ro u s  d ev ices  m u st b e  e m p lo y e d  to  e n  
t ic e  an d  th e n  e n sn a re  th e  p ro sp e c tiv e  
p u rch a se r . T h e  g o d  o f  th e  m o n e y -c h a n g  
e r ,  th e  v e n d e r , an d  th e  p ro p r ie to r  o f  a 
s m a ll b u s in e s s  m u st b e  e v e r -a tte n tiv e  to 
th e  p ray ers a n d  a n g u ish e d  c r ie s  th a t  a s  
cen d  to  th e  h ig h e r  s tra ta  o f  th e  a tm o s  
p h e re  d u r in g  th e  tra n s a c t io n s  o f  th e  
d ay.

T o  th e  p o p u la r  m in d , G a n e s a  w a s  n o t 
o n ly  a g o d  o f  w e a lth , d is tr ib u tio n , an d  
fre e  e n te r p r ise , b u t  h e  w a s a lso  a sh a rp  
tra d e r  a n d  w ill in g  to  o v e r lo o k  s lig h t  e x  
a g g e ra t io n s  a n d  m o d e ra te  m is re p re s e n ta  
t io n s  a m o n g  th e  d e a lin g s  o f  h is  v o ta rie s . 
A f te r  a l l ,  it is th e  b u y e r  w h o  m u st b e  
w a re , a n d  th o se  w h o  p u rch a se  in  th e  
m a rk e t  p la ce  m u st  h av e  g o d s o f  th e ir  
o w n  to  p ro te c t  th e m  fr o m  sh o d d y  g o o d s . 
G a n e s a  w a s a lso  a ro b u st sp ir it  a n d , l ik e  
th e  n a tu re  d e itie s  o f  th e  G r e e k s , w a s a d  
d ic te d  to  a  m o d e ra te  o v e r in d u lg e n c e  in

th e  p o p u la r  v ic e s . G a n e s a  w a s  n ot 
p la g u e d  by  h is  o w n  c o n s c ie n c e , n o r  
w e re  h is  g e n ia l a c t iv it ie s  se r io u s ly  re  
s tr ic te d  by th e  h ig h e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
h e a v e n ly  h ie r a rc h y . H e  h a d  m u c h  h is  
o w n  w a y , a n d  re flected  w ith  v ery  lit t le  
d is to r t io n  th e  d o m in a n t  c o n v ic t io n s  a n d  
p o lic ie s  o f  h is  n u m e ro u s  fo llo w e rs .

G a n e s a  w a s a d e ity  o f  g o o d  fo r tu n e , 
su ccess , a n d  w isd o m  in  th e  m o re  w o r ld  
ly sen se  o f  th e se  te rm s . T o  b e  sa g a c io u s  
w ith o u t  d e d ic a t in g  a t  lea st a p a rt  o f  th e  
in te lle c tu a l c a p a c ity  to  th e  im p r o v e m e n t 
o f  o n e ’s e a r th ly  fo r tu n e  w a s  o u ts id e  th e  
c o n c e p t  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  b a r te r in g  
B h a r a ta s . W is d o m  im p lie d  c o m fo r t , 
c o n v e n ie n c e , a n d  th a t  te m p o ra l su ccess 
w h ic h  w a s  n e cessa ry  to  so cia l s ta n d in g . 
I t  a lso  im p lie d  th e  c a p a c ity  to  e n jo y  a c  
c u m u la t io n s  w ith o u t  b e c o m in g  a v ic t im  
o f  o n e ’s m a te r ia l  p o ssessio n s. In  a ll, 
th e r e fo r e , th o se  o f  s u p e r io r  m e n ta lity  
sh o u ld  b e  su cce ss fu l, c o n te n te d , an d  
c o m fo r ta b le . I f  w isd o m  d id  n o t  c o n fe r  
su ch  b le s s in g s , its  c u lt iv a tio n  w a s  u n  
p ro fita b le .

T h e r e  w a s n o th in g  th e o lo g ic a l  in  th e  
b a s ic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  sh re w d  o ld  G a n e s a . 
S o m e  a re  o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  h e  w a s a  
c lo u d  g o d , a n d  th a t in  e a rly  t im e s  h e  
w a s  th e  tu te la ry  d iv in ity  p re s id in g  ov er 
sm a ll v illa g e s  a n d  th e  so c ia l sy stem  
w h ic h  p ro d u ce d  th e m . H e  w a s p ro  
v id e d  w ith  a n  a m p le  e a r  w ith  w h ic h  to  
b e c o m e  m in d fu l  o f  th e  sm a ll c o n ce rn s  
a n d  in t im a te  p ro b le m s th a t  d o m in a te  
l iv in g  in  sc a tte re d  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s . 
P e rh a p s  o r ig in a lly  h e  h a d  c o sm ic  p ro  
p o rtio n s  a n d  re p re se n te d  th e  h u g e  f r a m e  
o f  th e  w o rld  its e lf , w ith in  w h ic h  all 
th in g s  liv e  a n d  m o v e  a n d  h a v e  th e ir  
b e in g . A n c ie n t  H in d u  sch e m e s  o f  th e  
u n iv e rse  sh o w  c re a tio n  su p p o rte d  o n  th e  
b a c k  o f  a h u g e  e le p h a n t . B u t  m e r  
c h a n ts  a re  n o t so  m u c h  co n c e rn e d  w ith  
m e ta p h y s ic a l a b s tr a c t io n s  a n d  it m a k e s  
l it t le  d if fe re n c e  to  th e m  w h a t  k in d  o f  
c re a tu re  u p h o ld s  th e  w o rld . A s  lo n g  as 
th e  co sm o s h a n g s  to g e th e r , th e r e  is t im e  
f o r  sh a rp  b a r g a n in g  a n d  sh re w d  tra d in g .

H is  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  su ccess , w o rld ly  
c o m fo r t ,  a n d  se c u rity  h as  re su lte d  in  
G a n e s a  b e in g  a p p e a le d  to  a t th e  b e g in  
n in g  o f  m o st re lig io u s  o b se rv a n ce s . H e  
se e m s in c a p a b le  o f  d e n y in g  h is  fo llo w e rs
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a n y th in g  th a t  th e y  m a y  d e s ire , b u t h e  is 
a lso  g iv e n  to  p ra n k s ; fo r  h a v in g  b e  
sto w ed  h is  fa v o rs , h e  o fte n  in v o lv e s  th e  
re c ip ie n ts  in  th e  co n se q u e n c e s  o f  th e ir  
o w n  u n re a s o n a b le  re q u e s ts . H e  is th e  
k in d  o f  tru e  so p h is tica te  a n d  a m a n  o f  
th e  w o rld  w h o , b e s to w in g  lu x u ry  u p on  
a ll o th e rs , w o u ld  h im s e lf  liv e  fru g a lly .

G a n e s a  re q u ire s  n o  p rie s th o o d  to  a d  
m in is te r  h is  w o rs h ip . H e  is p e r fe c tly  
q u a lif ie d  to  a r r a n g e  his life  an d  a ffa irs  
a n d  b e sto w  h is  b le ss in g s  w ith o u t  b e n  
e f it  o f  c le rg y . L ik e  th e  e le p h a n t, h e is 
a  ru g g e d  in d iv id u a lis t , w h o  b e sto w s h is  
fa v o rs  as h e p leases a n d  w ith d ra w s  th e m  
w ith o u t  a p o lo g y  o r e x p la n a tio n . A n  
im a g e  o f  G a n e s a  is to  be fo u n d  w h e r  
e v e r  m e n  b u y  o r  sell o r  len d  o r  b o rro w . 
H e  assists  th e  b o rro w e r  to  m a k e  a lo an  
a t  so lo w  a ra te  o f  in te re s t  as to  th re a te n  
th e  s ta b ility  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  w o r ld , an d  
a t th e  sa m e  in s ta n t  h e  c o n tr ib u te s  h is 
in s p ir a tio n  to  th e  le n d e r so th a t  th is  
w o rth y  ca n  d ev ise  a d o z e n  n e w  sch e m e s  
o f  u su a ry . I t  re m a in s  fo r  th e  p a rties  
th e m se lv e s  to  d e c id e  by  sk ill  a n d  a r g u  
m e n t  an d  w ith  p ro p e r d isp lay  o f  tears  
a n d  p a th o s w h ic h  o f  th e m  w ill b e n e fit  
m o st fro m  G a n e s a ’s in te rce s s io n .

P ro b a b ly  G a n e s a  is n o t a m o n g  th e  
o ld e st o f  th e  H in d u  g o d s , b u t c e r ta in ly  
h e  is o n e  o f  th e  m o st a p p e a lin g . T h e r e  
a re  co u n tle ss  le g e n d s  a b o u t th e  o r ig in  
o f  th is  A r y a n  d e ity  in  th a t m a ss  o f  
In d ie  l ite r a tu r e  k n o w n  as th e  Puranas. 
O n e  o f  th ese  b o o k s  d escrib es  G a n e s a  as 
b e in g  th e  e ld e s t so n  o f  th e  m o th e r  o f  
th e  u n iv e rse . A t  th e  t im e  o f  his b ir th , 
a ll th e  g o d s , d e m ig o d s , an d  m is c e lla  
n e o u s  g o d lin g s  v isited  h is  c ra d le  w ith  
g r e e t in g s  a n d  fe lic ita tio n s — th a t  is, a ll 
b u t o n e . S h a n i  d id  n o t c o m e . N o w  
th is  S h a n i is  th e  d e ity  o f  th e  p la n e t 
S a tu r n , a n d  h e fe a re d  to  a p p ro a ch  th e  
n e w b o rn  lest a s in g le  g la n c e  fro m  h is 
b la z in g  ey es co n su m e  th e  in f a n t ’s h e a d .

T h e  m o th e r  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  w a s  so 
c e r ta in  th a t  G a n e s a  co u ld  w ith s ta n d  
S h a n i ’s g a z e  th a t sh e in s is te d  th a t th e 
g o d  a p p ro a ch  th e  cra d le . B u t  a la s ! I m  
m e d ia te ly  G a n e s a ’s h ead  v a n ish e d  in  a 
b la z e  o f  l ig h t. I n  th e  H in d u  sy stem  o f  
a s tro lo g y , S h a n i  h as ru le rs h ip  o v e r all 
e v ild o e rs  a n d  th o se  w h o  d iso b e y  th e  la w s 
o f  th e  g o d s . S o  h e se n t fo r th  a m e s  

se n g e r to  f in d  so m e  c re a tu re  p e r fo rm  
in g  a w ro n g  a c t io n  fro m  w h o m  h e 
co u ld  se c u re  a n e w  h e ad  fo r  th e  in fa n t  
G a n e s a . A p p a r e n tly  v ice  w as o n  th e  
d e c lin e  in  th e  w o rld  a t th a t t im e  an d  
th e  o n ly  c re a tu re  th a t  co u ld  b e  fo u n d  
c o m m it t in g  a fa u lt  w a s an  e le p h a n t w h o  
h ad  m a d e  th e  m is ta k e  o f  g o in g  to  sleep  
w ith  h is  h ead  to  th e  n o r th . B y  th is  
m in o r  in fr a c t io n  o f  th e  co d e , th e  e le  
p h a n t ’s h ead  w a s a v a ila b le , an d  S h a n i 
cau sed  it to b e  p laced  o n  th e  sh o u ld e rs  
o f  G a n e s a .

W ith  h is  n e w  h e a d , th e  g o d  d id  e x  
c e e d in g ly  w e ll, a p p a re n tly  in h e r it in g  th e  
e le p h a n t ’s sa g a c ity  a lo n g  w ith  h is  t r u n k , 
tu sk s , a n d  ears . L e g e n d s  a re  n o t in  
a g r e e m e n t , b u t c e r ta in ly  G a n e s a  w a s re  
g a rd e d  as th e  so n  o f  S iv a  an d  P a r v a t i. 
A s  th ese  d e itie s  re p re se n t sp ir it  an d  
m a tte r  in  th e  p r im o rd ia l fo rm  a n d  th e  
O r ie n ta l  m y stic s  a ssu m ed  th e  m in d  to  
o r ig in a te  f ro m  th e  m in g lin g  o f  th ese  
tw o  u n iv e rsa l e ssen ces , G a n e s a  p e rso n i 
fied  th e  in te lle c tu a l e n e rg y  o f  N a tu r e .

In  th e  Varaha Pttrana, G a n e s a  is said  
to  h av e  b e en  p ro d u ced  by  S iv a  a lo n e . 
M a h a d e v a  ad d ressed  h is  n ew  son th u s : 
“ T h y  n a m e  sh a ll be  G a n e s a , an d  th e  son  
o f  S iv a ; th o u  sh a lt  b e  c h ie f  o f  th e  V in a -  
y a k a s  an d  G a n a s ; su ccess an d  d is a p p o in t 
m e n t  sh a ll s p r in g  fro m  th e e ; a n d  g re a t 
sh a ll be  th in e  in flu e n ce  a m o n g  th e  g o d s, 
an d  in  sa c r if ic e  an d  in  a ll a ffa irs . T h e r e  
fo re  sh a lt  th o u  be w o rsh ip p e d  an d  in  
v o k e d  th e  f ir s t  o n  a ll o c ca s io n s , o th e r  
w ise  th e  o b je c t  an d  p ray ers o f  h im  w h o  
o m its  to  d o  so sh a ll f a i l .”

P u r e  in te lle c t , u n c o n d it io n e d  by a d  
d ic tio n  to  a n y  p re ju d ic e  o r  c o n c e it , w as 
sy m b o liz e d  by  th e  n a tiv e  sh re w d n e ss  o r  
p e rsp ica c ity  o f  th e  e le p h a n t . T h e  n a t  
u ra l in c lin a t io n  o f  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  is 
to  a p p ly  h is  in te lle c tu a l p o w ers  to  h is 
o w n  su rv iv a l, se c u r ity , an d  p le a su re . I t  
is o n ly  a fte r  h e  h a s  b e e n  in d o c tr in a te d  
w ith  th e o lo g ic a l o p in io n s , e th ic a l  n o  
tio n s , m o ra l sp e c u la tio n s , o r  p h ilo so p h  
ica l co n c e p ts  th a t h e  b e g in s  to  th in k  
c o n tra ry  to  h is  im m e d ia te  p erso n a l a d  
v a n ta g e . G a n e s a , th e  a n im a l m in d  c o m  
b in e d  w ith  th e  h u m a n  b o d y , su g g e sts  
th a t th e  o ld  B h a r a ta s  re g a rd e d  p le a su re , 
c o n te n tm e n t , a n d  su ccess as n a tu ra l in  
s t in c ts  w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  g ra t if ie d  th ro u g h
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th e  in g e n u ity  o f  th e  m in d .
A p p a r e n tly  th e  p eo p les o f  A s ia  re  

g a rd e d  th e  e le p h a n t  w ith  p ro fo u n d  re  
sp e ct. T h i s  a n im a l n o t o n ly  possessed  
e x tra o rd in a ry  s tr e n g th , b u t its  in te lle c  
tu a l p o w ers  w e re  by n o  m e a n s  fe e b le . 
I t s  m e m o ry  w a s p ro v e rb ia l th ro u g h o u t 
A s ia , a n d  th e re  a re  n u m e ro u s  o c ca s io n s  
re p o rte d  o f  an  e le p h a n t  re m e m b e r in g  
w ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  v ig o r  a p erso n  it h ad  
seen  b u t o n ce , f if ty  y ears b e fo re . T h is  
m a ssiv e  p ach y d e rm  a lso  h ad  th e  d e lig h t  
fu l q u a lity  o f  h u m o r  a n d  a l ig h tn e ss  o f  
m in d  n o t to  be su sp ected  fro m  so  b u lk y  
a n  o r g a n is m . E le p h a n ts  e n jo y  l ife , an d  
e x h ib it  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  te m p e ra m e n t, in  
c lu d in g  h y s te r ia , te m p e r  f its , a n d  illu  
sio n s o f  g ra n d e u r . T h e y  su lk  an d  p o u t, 
b u t h a v in g  co n tra c te d  fr ie n d sh ip  a re  
m o st fa ith fu l an d  in d u lg e n t . T h e y  ca n  
be h e ld  p r iso n e r  by  a th re a d , an d  yet 
ca n  b r e a k  th ro u g h  th e  s tro n g e s t  b a r  
r ie rs . T h e y  p in e  an d  so rro w  a n d  w h im  
p er , a re  v ery  e a sily  in s u lte d , an d  c a n  be 
as e m o tio n a l as a p r im a  d o n n a . I n  su b  
s ta n c e , th e y  a re  so , so h u m a n .

T h e  w o rs h ip  o f  G a n e s a  o r ig in a te d  
lo n g  b e fo re  th e  rise  o f  B u d d h is m , b u t, 
in  p a rt, th e  sy m b o lism  o f  th e  e le p h a n t-  
g o d  w a s  tra n s fe r re d  to  th is  g re a t  In d ia n  
sch o o l o f  p h ilo so p h ica l sp e c u la tio n . T h e  
Jatalfa ta le s  in c lu d e  in  th e ir  l is t  o f  th e  
p re v io u s in c a r n a tio n s  o f  B u d d h a  o n e  in  
w h ic h  h e  w a s  b o rn  as th e  son o f  th e  
e le p h a n t  c h ie f  o f  a h e rd  o f  e ig h t  th o u  
san d  roy al e le p h a n ts .

In  th e  T ib e t a n  a n d  C h in e s e  B u d d h is t  
n a t iv ity  s to r ie s , re p re se n ta tio n s  o f  th e  
b ir th  o f  B u d d h a  sh o w  h im  d e sce n d in g  
fro m  th e  sp ir itu a l w o rld  in to  th e  w o m b  
o f  h is  m o th e r  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a w h ite  
e le p h a n t. O b v io u s ly , th is  sy m b o lism  
h a s re su lte d  f ro m  th o u sa n d s  o f  y ears o f  
fa m ilia r ity  w ith  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  
e le p h a n t . T h e  H in d u s  h av e  lo n g  re c  
o g n iz e d  th is  a n im a l as o n e  o f  im m e n s e  
s tre n g th , b u t o n e  p a tie n t u n d e r  b u rd e n  
a n d  e v e r -a v a ila b le  to serv e  th e  n e ed s o f  
m a n . T h e s e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  h av e  cau sed  
it to  b e  a sso cia ted  in t im a te ly  w ith  th e  
p ra c tica l w isd o m  w h ic h  th ese  E a s t  I n  
d ia n s  so  g re a t ly  a d m ire . G a n e s a  is said  
to  h av e  w r itte n  th e  Mahabharata a t 
V y a s a ’s d ic ta t io n . A  su p p o sed  in c a r n a  
t io n  o f  G a n e s a  o c cu rre d  a b o u t 1 6 4 0 .

T h e  g o d  a p p ea red  in  a v is io n  to  a B r a h  
m a n  o f  P o o n a , w h o  p ra c tice d  a b s tin e n c e , 
m o r t if ic a t io n , a n d  p ray er . T h e  o v e r  
sh a d o w in g  o f  th e  g o d , a c c o rd in g  to  th is  
re v e la tio n , w a s to  c o n tin u e  th ro u g h  th e  
se v e n th  g e n e r a tio n  o f  th e  seed  o f  th is  
sacred  m a n .

T h e  a ss o c ia tio n  o f  G a n e s a  w ith  th e  
ra t is e x tre m e ly  cu r io u s . O f  co u rse , th is  
ro d e n t w a s  g e n e r a lly  d is lik e d  by  m e r  
c h a n ts , e sp e c ia lly  th o se  w h o  d e a lt  in  
fo o d stu ffs . B e c a u s e  its d e p re d a tio n s  
u su a lly  o c cu rre d  a t n ig h t , th e ra t  b e ca m e  
a sso cia ted  w ith  d a rk n e s s  a n d , by  e x te n  
s io n , w ith  b e n ig h te d n e ss . G a n e s a  w as 
th e  g o d  o f  l ig h t ;  th e r e fo re , h e su b d u ed  
d a rk n e s s  an d  m a d e  it h is  se rv a n t.

G a n e s a  h ad  m a n y  o f  th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f  
th e  E g y p t ia n  d e ity  T h o t h ,  o r  H e rm e s . 
H e  p lay ed  th e  p a rt o f  a sc r ib e  in  th e  
d iv in e  c o u rt , a n d  is  sa id  to h av e  been  
a b le  to  w r ite  w ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  d e x  
te r ity  an d  ra p id ity . A lth o u g h  a n  o u t  
s ta n d in g  in te lle c tu a l, G a n e s a  se e m s to 
h av e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  fro m  m a n y  o f  th e  
o ld  in it ia to r y  r ites . T h o s e  a b o u t  to  p er 
fo rm  sp e cia l r itu a ls  in v o k e d  th e  d e ity  to  
b less  th e ir  p ro je c t  an d  th e n  d ism issed  
h im  b e fo re  a c tu a lly  u n d e r ta k in g  th e  
r itu a l. I t  w a s be liev ed  to  b e  a m is fo r  
tu n e  if  G a n e s a  h eard  c e r ta in  sacred  
fo rm u la s , e tc .

P o ss ib ly  o f  D r a v id ia n  o r ig in , G a n e s a ’s 
o r ig in a l p la ce  in  th e  a n c ie n t  p a n th e o n  
is n o w  u n c e r ta in . O f te n  in  th e  d escen t 
o f re lig io u s  t ra d it io n , o ld  g o d s, o n ce  e x e r  
c is in g  la rg e  p o w ers, a re  red u ced  to th e  
e sta te  o f  tu te la r le s . T h e  d e itie s  o f  c o n  
q u e ro rs  ta k e  f ir s t  p la ce , a n d  th e  g o d s  o f 
c o n q u e re d  n a tio n s  b e co m e  th e ir  v assals. 
T h is  o c cu rre d  in  In d ia  an d  E g y p t , an d  
th e re  are v e stig e s  o f th is  p ro cess in  
G re e c e  an d  a m o n g  th e  N o r d ic  p eo p les.

I n  m o d e rn  u sa g e , G a n e s a  is d eep ly  
in v o lv ed  in  th e  p ro b le m  o f  so lv en cy . O c  
ca s io n a lly  o n e  sees a p ic tu re  o f  th is  d eity  
h u n g  u p sid e  d o w n  in  so m e  p lace  o f  
b u sin e ss . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  m e rc h a n t  
is b a n k ru p t. O n ly  if  th e  b u sin ess g ets  
b a c k  o n  its  fe e t  d oes G a n e s a  d o  th e 
sa m e . E v id e n t ly  th is  d iv in ity  w as e s  
p e c ia lly  d e a r  to  th e  h e a rts  o f  E a s te r n  
p eo p les. H is  w o rs h ip  a n d  h is  im a g e  
h a v e  b e en  d is tr ib u te d  th ro u g h  n e a rly  
ev ery  c o u n try  o f  A s ia , a n d  h e  is ju s t  as
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p o p u la r  in  a re a s  w h e re  m e rc h a n d is in g  
is e x tre m e ly  b a c k w a rd s . T h i s  p ro b a b ly  
in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  in s tin c t  fo r  b a r te r  is 
a t tr a c tiv e  ev en  w h e re  m a te r ia ls  a re  
s c a r c e  a n d  in d u s try  la n g u is h e s  in tro p ic  
in d o le n c e .

In  th e  c la ss ic  w r itin g s  o f  th e  H in d u s , 
th e  e le p h a n t  is o f te n  re fe rre d  to as a 
sy m b o l o f  w o rld ly  w e a lth . T h e s e  a n i  
m a ls  w e re  p a rt o f  th e  tre a su re s  o f  p r in c  
es , an d  th e  ra ja h s  k e p t la rg e  h e rd s  o f  
th e m  fo r  h u n t in g  an d  c e r e m o n ia l p u r  
p o ses. T h e  e le p h a n t  w a s a lw a y s  an  im  
p re ssiv e  p art o f  th e  p a g e a n try  o f  A s ia . 
T h e  a n im a ls  w e re  p a in te d  b r ig h t  co lo rs , 
t h e ir  tu sk s  tip p e d  w ith  g o ld  o r  s ilv e r , 
th e ir  b la n k e ts  w o v en  w ith  th re a d s  o f  
p re c io u s  m e ta l a n d  a d o rn e d  w ith  je w e ls . 
O n e  n a tiv e  p r in c e  h ad  an  e le p h a n t  h o w - 
d a h  ca rv ed  e n tire ly  fro m  iv o ry , an d  a n  
o th e r  w e a lth y  p o te n ta te  s tr u n g  th e  n e ck  
o f  h is  p e t e le p h a n t  w ith  ro p es o f  m a tc h e d  
p e a r ls . T h e  m a u so le u m  o f  a fa v o r ite  
e le p h a n t  co u ld  b e  m o re  im p re ss iv e  th a n  
th e  m e m o ria l  to  a  r e ig n in g  p rin ce .

T h e  e le p h a n t  h im s e lf  d e lig h te d  in th e  
a t te n t io n  w h ic h  w a s sh o w e re d  u p o n  h im . 
H e  ca rr ie d  h is  d ig n it ie s  in  th e  g ra n d  
m a n n e r . H e  w as se ld o m  d if f ic u lt  u n less 
it p ro fited  h im , b u t a m b le d  a lo n g  u n d er 
h is  load  o f  f in e ry  w ith  h is  tru n k  sed a te ly  
c u r le d  a ro u n d  th e  ta il o f  th e  p re ce d in g  
p a c h y d e rm . B u t  h is  l i t t le  eyes m issed  
n o th in g , an d  in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  
s lig h te s t  h u m ilia t io n , h e  co lla p se d  an d  
b e ca m e  in c o n s o la b le .

In  so m e  w a y , th e  o ld  H in d u  m in d  
c a m e  to  re g a rd  th e  e le p h a n t as a lo rd ly  
c r e a tu r e , e n d o w e d  w ith  a t tr ib u te s  w h ich  
in v ite d  p ro fo u n d  re sp e ct. I t  is  n o t 
k n o w n  w h y  th e  e le p h a n t  sh o u ld  b e  asso  
c ia te d  w ith  m o n e y -c h a n g in g  a n d  h ig h  
f in a n c e , u n less  in  a n c ie n t  t im e s  th e  a n i  
m a l w a s  used  as c o lla te ra l o r  se c u rity  in 
la rg e  tra n s a c t io n s . P e rh a p s  th o se  w h o  
w e re  w o rld ly -w is e  an d  sh a rp  in  th e ir  
tra n s a c t io n s  co u ld  in  th e  en d  b e  rich  
e n o u g h  to  o w n  e le p h a n ts . T h e s e  a n i  
m a ls  b e sto w ed  p re stig e  m u c h  in  th e  
sa m e  w a y  th a t  to d a y  th e  e x p e n s iv e  m o  
to r c a r  is p re su m e d  to  s y m b o liz e  an  a d e  
q u a te  b a n k  a c c o u n t.

A s  a re m o v e r o f  o b sta c le s , th e  d e ity  
G a n e s a  o c c u rs  in  Ja p a n e s e  B u d d h is m , 
e sp e c ia lly  in  th e  sects  o r ig in a te d  by

K o b o  D a is h i .  H e r e  it  g a in s  so m e  m e ta  
p h y sica l im p lic a t io n s , b u t s t ill  re m a in s  
e ss e n tia lly  th e  p e r so n ifica tio n  o f  w o rld ly  
w isd o m . P e rh a p s , th e r e fo re , w e sh o u ld  
in q u ir e  fu r th e r  in to  th e  p ro b le m  o f  w h a t  
c o n s t itu te s  p ra c tica l t h in k in g .  T o  th e  
A s ia t ic ,  w h o  is, c o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r  b e  
l ie f , a v ery  p ra c tic a l k in d  o f  p e rso n , 
w o rld ly  w isd o m  m a y  b e  a sso c ia te d  w ith  
th e  re s p o n s ib ilitie s  o f  a h o u se h o ld e r . 
E a s t  In d ia n  re lig io u s  p h ilo so p h y  is n o t 
m e re ly  a n  e sc a p e  to  g o d lin e ss  th ro u g h  
th e  r e je c t io n  o f  p erso n a l re s p o n s ib ility . 
Im p o r ta n t  c o s m ic  la w s, e sp e c ia lly  k a r m a , 
a re  co n s ta n tly  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  l if e  o f  
th e  in d iv id u a l. I t  is th e  d u ty  o f  a ll m e n  
to  p ay th e ir  d e b ts  to  N a tu r e , a n d  to  
a v o id  th is  is to in c u r  ill k a rm a .

T h o s e  w h o  c o m e  in to  th e  w o rld  
a re  n u rse d  th r o u g h  in fa n c y , p ro tected  
th r o u g h  c h ild h o o d , a n d  e s ta b lish e d  in 
th e ir  p r iv ile g e s  o f  y o u n g  m a tu r ity . T h e y  
a re  ed u ca te d  a n d  tra in e d  an d  fitte d  to  
m a k e  th e ir  o w n  w ay  in  l if e .  I t ,  th e r e  
fo re , b e c o m e s  th e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f  ea ch  
m a tu re  m a n  a n d  w o m a n  to  b e sto w  s im  
ila r  a d v a n ta g e s  an d  o p p o rtu n itie s  u p on  
th e ir  o w n  c h ild r e n . T h i s  m a y  b e  w ise r  
th a n  th e  W e s te r n  a p p ro a c h  to  th is  v ery  
c o n tro v e rs ia l issu e . O c c id e n ta l  p a re n ts  
a re  v e ry  a p t to im p re ss  u p o n  th e ir  c h il  
d re n  a sen se  o f  in d e b te d n e ss . T h e  ch ild  
sh o u ld  n e v e r  cease  b e in g  g ra te fu l th a t 
h e  h a s  b e en  b r o u g h t  in to  th e  w o rld , 
c lo th e d , fe d , an d  e d u c a te d . T h e  lea st 
h e  ca n  do is to  h o n o r  h is  p a re n ts  an d  
p ro v id e  th e m  w ith  n u m e ro u s  to k e n s  o f 
a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e  rest o f  th e ir  liv es . 
In  th e  E a s t ,  th e  p a re n t d o es  n o t  fee l th a t 
h is  ch ild re n  o w e  h im ; ra th e r  h e  ta k e s  
th e  a tt itu d e  th a t  h e  is p a y in g  h is  d eb t 
to  h is  o w n  p a re n ts . T h u s ,  th e  c h ild re n  
a re  n o t b o rn  a n d  reared  to  feel th a t  th e y  
a re  h o p e le ss ly  in  d e b t b e fo re  th e y  h av e  
a n y  e a r n in g  c a p a c ity .

T o  th e  B h a r a ta  m e r c h a n ts , re lig io n , 
n o  d o u b t, w a s a lu x u ry  w h ic h  th e  
w e a lth y  co u ld  a ffo rd  to  c u lt iv a te . T h e r e  
w a s n o  v ir tu e  in  th e  p o v e rty  o f  th o se  
la c k in g  th e  a b ility  to  be r ich . A n y o n e  
ca n  b e  p o o r; in  fa c t , th e  less w e th in k  
a n d  th e  m o re  im p r a c t ic a l  w e  a r e , th e  
m o re  ra p id ly  w e a tta in  p o v erty . I t  is 
n o t f i t t in g  th a t  m e n  sh o u ld  b e  reg ard ed  
as v e n e ra b le  s im p ly  b e ca u se  th e y  h a v e
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w a ste d  th e ir  g o o d s o r a re  to o  la z y  to  
a c c u m u la te  m a te r ia l  p o ssessio n s. W e  
a r c  re m in d e d  o f  th e  d e fin it io n  o f  a c e r  
ta in  k in d  o f  p o lit ic a l ra d ic a l. I t  w a s 
sa id  o f  h im  th a t  h e  h ad  n o th in g  an d  w as 
d e te rm in e d  to  d iv id e  it  w ith  e v e ry o n e .

I f  a m a n  h a s  a fa m ily , a h o m e , a n d  
a tra d e , h e  m u st b e  in d u s tr io u s  to  m a in  
ta in  th e  o b lig a t io n s  th a t  h e  h a s  v o lu n  
ta r ily  a ssu m e d . H e  m u st h a v e  th e  sk ill  
to  b u y  lo w  a n d  to  sell h ig h . H e  m u st 
b e  e lo q u e n t , p e rsu a s iv e , a n d , i f  n e ce ssa ry , 
b e ll ig e r e n t. H e  m u st  h a v e  th e  ca p a c ity  
to  d r a m a tiz e  h is  g o o d s an d  f ic tio n a liz e  
a l it t le  i f  h is  c u s to m e r  re q u ire s  su ch  
e m b e llis h m e n t. H e  m u st w o rk  lo n g  
h o u rs , m a k e  a su p e rio r  p ro d u ct, ca rry  it 
to  m a r k e t ,  o r f in d  w a y s  to  b r in g  th e  
m a r k e t  to  h im . H is  m in d  m u st  stay  
c lo se  to  h is  sh o p , an d  h e  m u st s a cr ifice  
m a n y  p le a su re s , o p p o r tu n itie s , a n d  ev e n  
c o n v ic tio n s  in  o rd e r  to  k e e p  fa ith  w ith  
th e  d u tie s  o f  th e  d ay . A f te r  h e  h a s  k e p t 
th e  la w , p a id  h is  d e b t to  N a tu r e , an d  
p ro v ed  to  h im s e lf  th a t  h e  co u ld  su cceed  
in  th e  c o m p e tit iv e  w o rld  o f  b u y in g  an d  
s e ll in g , h e  m ig h t , if  th e  t im e  w e re  r ig h t , 
re t ire . T h e n  h e  co u ld  re n o u n c e  th e  
w o rld  b e ca u se  h e  h a d  s o m e th in g  to  re  
n o u n ce . O th e r  m e n  w o u ld  th e n  sa y : 
“ H e  h a s  g iv e n  up  w e a lth ; th e r e fo re , h e 
is  s in c e re .”  H e  co u ld  d iv id e  h is  g o o d s 
a m o n g  h is  c h ild re n  a n d  g o  o n  p ilg r im  
a g e , v is i t in g  sa cre d  s h r in e s  o r  a s s o c ia tin g  
h im s e lf  w ith  so m e  v e n e ra b le  te a ch e r .

In  y o u th , h e  le a rn e d  th e  w a y s  o f  th is  
w o rld . In  o ld e r  y e a rs , h e  stu d ied  th e  
w a y s o f  th e  w o rld  to  c o m e . W h e n  a 
y o u n g  m a n , h e  a p p r e n tic e d  h im s e lf  to  a 
b ra ss-w o rk e r . In  a g e , h e  a p p r e n tic e d  
h im s e lf  to  a sa in t. I t  w a s  a ll v ery  p ra c  
t ic a l a n d  v ery  re a s o n a b le , a n d , n o  d o u b t, 
G a n e s a  w o u ld  b less th e  p ro je c t. W e  
m a y  th in k  o f  w o rld ly  w isd o m  as so m e  
th in g  th a t  m a k e s  m e n  h o n o ra b le  ev en  
if  it d oes n o t m a k e  th e m  w ise . L a te r ,  
h o w e v e r , w isd o m  is m o re  f it t in g  to  an  
h o n o ra b le  m a n  th a n  to  o n e  w h o  la ck s  
su ch  h o m e ly  v irtu e s . G o d  m u st hav e 
b e en  v ery  fo n d  o f  m e r c h a n ts , sh o p k e e p  
e rs , tra d e s m e n , a n d  c r a f ts m e n , fo r  in 
h is  w isd o m  h e  m a d e  m o re  o f  th e m  th a n  
a n y  o th e r  c lass o f  m o rta ls .

In  In d ia n  a r t , G a n e s a  is u su a lly  f ig  
u red  a lo n e , b u t in  su ch  m a tte rs  th e r e

a re  a lw a y s  e x c e p tio n s  to  th e  ru le . O c c a  
s io n a lly , h e  a p p e a rs  w ith  o th e r  d e it ie s  in  
r itu a lis t ic  sce n es . H e  is ra re ly  re p re  
sen ted  w ith  a S h a k t i ,  o r  fe m a le  c o u n te r  
p a rt , b u t  h e  is a sso c ia te d  w ith  tw o  f ig  
u res , B u d d h i a n d  S id d i ;  th a t  is, w isd o m  
an d  su ccess . O n  ra re  o c c a s io n s , h e  m a y  
be su rro u n d e d  w ith  g o p is , sh e p h e rd s  o r  
sh ep h erd  m a id e n s , fe m a le  f ig u re s  re p re  
s e n tin g  p la n e ts  o r th e  s ig n s  o f  th e  
z o d ia c . I n  N o r th e r n  In d ia , c o n v e n  
tio n a l im a g e s  sh o w  th e  d e ity  w ith  fo u r  
a rm s , b u t h e  o c c u rs  w ith  v a rio u s  n u m  
b e rs  o f  h a n d s  a n d  sy m b o lic  a t tr ib u te s , 
fro m  tw o  to  te n . S o m e tim e s  h e  a p p e a rs  
w ith  as m a n y  as fiv e  h e a d s, a n d  sea ted  
f ig u re s  o f  h im  m a y  sh ow  tra c e s  o f  a 
se co n d  p a ir o f  leg s . T h e  o b je c ts  w h ic h  
h e  c a rr ie s  d if fe r  in  th e  sev era l re g io n s  
w h e r e  th e  g o d  is h o n o re d . T h e y  in  
c lu d e  a n  e le p h a n t  g o a d , a  c o n c h  sh e ll, 
a lo o p  o f  ro p e , a la rg e  r ip e  f r u it ,  a 
b a ll- lik e  o r n a m e n t  w h ic h  is a  re lig io u s  
c a k e , a w a te r  lo ta , an d  h is  b r o k e n  tu s k . 
M o re  ra re ly , h e  c a rr ie s  a n  a x e  h ig h ly  
c o n v e n tio n a liz e d , o r  th e  t r id e n t  o f  h is  
fa th e r , S iv a .

T h e  g o d  is f r e q u e n t ly  d e p ic te d  w ith  
h is  t r u n k  tu rn e d  to  th e  le ft  in  th e  a c t  
o f  ta k in g  a re lig io u s  c a k e  fro m  th e  
g lo b e lik e  b o w l. H e  w e a rs  a se rp e n t 
tw is te d  a ro u n d  h is  b o d y , a n d  so m e tim e s  
a seco n d  sn a k e  a b o u t h is  n e ck  in stead  
o f  th e  B r a h m a n  co rd . H is  p r in c ip a l 
g a r m e n t  co n sis ts  o f  a d h o ti, o r  a sh o rt 
p lea ted  s h ir t . S o m e tim e s  h e w e a rs  a 
ca ste  m a rk  o f  th e  S iv a ite  sect o r  a lu n a r  
c re sc e n t  o n  h is  fo re h e a d . O f te n  th is  is 
a c co m p a n ie d  b y  a th ird  e y e  p laced  v e r  
t ic a lly . In  so m e  a re a s , G a n e s a  is n o t 
sh o w n  as a ro tu n d  f ig u r e , a n d  th e  e le  
p h a n t  a t tr ib u te s  a re  less o b v io u s . In  
N e p a l, h e  m o re  f r e q u e n tly  c a rr ie s  th e  
a x e  a n d  th e  t r id e n t , a n d  h is  h e a d d re ss  
is p lu m e d  o r  fe a th e re d . S o m e  a re a s  are  
n o t a w a re  o f  th e  le g e n d  o f  th e  b r o k e n  
tu s k . T h e r e  is so m e  d isp u te  as to  th e  
sy m b o lism  o f  th e  d e ity  in  Ja p a n . H e  
a p p e a rs  th e r e  h o ld in g  a ra d ish  in stead  
o f  th e  tu s k . I t  m a y  be th a t  th e  Ja p a n  
ese , c o n ta c t in g  a cru d e  im a g e  o f  G a n e s a , 
m is to o k  th e  tu s k  fo r  o n e  o f  th e ir  fa  
v o r ite  v e g e ta b le s .

T h e  b o w l o f  b a ta sa , th e  sm a ll su g a r 
c a k e s  o f  w h ic h  G a n e s a  is p a rt ic u la r ly
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fo n d , is n e a rly  a lw a y s clo se  to  th e  d e ity . 
H e  is a c o n s ta n t  n ib b le r , w h ic h  a c  
c o u n ts , n o  d o u b t, fo r  h is  p o rtly  p ro p o r 
t io n s . H is  e a rs , h e a d , a n d  t r u n k  are  
u s u a lly  re p re se n te d  as b r ig h t  re d , w h ile  
th e  rest o f  h is  b o d y  is f a ir  a n d  p in k , 
l ik e  a sm a ll c h ild . H is  ro b e  is t r a d i 
t io n a lly  y e llo w , b u t in  a r t  m a y  b e  a n y  
r ic h  sh a d e  o r  m a te r ia l . F ig u r e s  o f  G a n e s a  
a re  in c lu d e d  a m o n g  th e  ca rv in g s  o n  th e  
w a lls  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  ca v e -te m p le s  a t  
E le p h a n ta  a n d  E llo r a .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  re a so n a b le  
d o u b ts  ra ised  as to  G a n e s a ’s m o ra lity . 
L ik e  th e  o ld  g o d s o f  G r e e c e  a n d  R o m e , 
h e  re g a rd e d  h is  d iv in ity  as b e s to w in g  
c e r ta in  p r iv ile g e s . I t  is ru m o re d  th a t 
h e  se cu re d  h is  tw o  w iv e s , B u d d h i an d  
S id d h i, w ith o u t  b e n e fit  o f  p ro p e r  c e re  
m o n y . E d w a rd  M o o r , w ith  B r i t is h  c o n  
v e n tio n a lity  in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  g o d  in  h is  
H indu Pantheon, sa y s : “ G a n e s h a  is n o t 
so c o rre c t  a c h a r a c te r  as o n e  m ig h t  h o p e 
a n d  e x p e c t f ro m  th e  d e ity  o f  p o licy  an d  
s a g a c ity .”

A t o n e  t im e , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m y th  
o lo g y , th e  w ic k e d  R a v a n a , K in g  o f  L a n  
k a , re m e m b e re d  as th e  v il la in  o f  th e  
g r e a t  e p ic , th e  Ramayana, su b je c te d  all 
th e  g o d s a n d  d e m ig o d s  a n d  fo rce d  th e m  
to  p e r fo rm  m e n ia l serv ices  fo r  h im s e lf  
a n d  h is  h o u s e h o ld . In  a ll p ro b a b ility , 
th is  a c c o u n t  re fe rs  to th e  k in g s  o f  A t la n  
t is , w h o  b e c a m e  b la c k  m a g ic ia n s  a n d  
a tte m p te d  to  p e rv e rt th e  u n iv e rsa l e n e r  
g ie s  to  sa tis fy  th e ir  o w n  a m b itio n s . 
T h e  le g e n d  g o e s  o n  to  te ll  th a t R a v a n a  
fo rc e d  th e  g o d  S iv a  to  b e c o m e  h is  b a r  
b e r  an d  tr im  th e  g ia n t ’s te n  b e a rd s . 
V is h n u  w a s  a p p o in te d  as im p re ss a r io  to  
d r ill  a n d  in s tr u c t  th e  d a n c in g  a n d  s in g  
in g  g ir ls . G a n e s a  h ad  c h a rg e  o f  th e  
c o w s , th e  g o a ts , an d  th e  h e rd s . V a y u  
sw e p t th e  h o u se , an d  Y a m a  w a sh e d  th e  
l in e n . I t  w a s q u ite  a n  e s ta b lis h m e n t 
w h ile  it la s te d , b u t  th e  g o d s so o n  fo u n d  
a w ay  to  d is c o m fo r t  th e  ty ra n t  R a v a n a , 
a n d  to  e sca p e  f ro m  se rv itu d e . B e c a u s e  o f  
th is  le g e n d , G a n e s a  h ad  c o n s id e ra b le  re p  
u ta t io n  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  ra ised  an d  
m a rk e te d  d o m e stic  a n im a ls .

G a n e s a  a n d  K a r t ik a  are  so m e tim e s  re  
fe rre d  to  as th e  f irs t a n d  seco n d  so n s o f  
S iv a  an d  P a r v a t i . In  th is  a r r a n g e m e n t, 
th e s e  b r o th e r s  p a r ta k e  o f  th e  a ttr ib u te s

o f  M e r c u r y  a n d  M a r s . I t  is rep o rted  
th a t  K a r t ik a ,  th e  b r o th e r  o f  G a n e s a , w as 
b o rn  w ith  s ix  fa ce s . H e  w a s n u rse d  by 
th e  s ix  P le ia d e s , a n d  b e c a m e  c o m m a n d e r  
o f  th e  ce le s tia l a rm y . H e  is sh o w n  r id  
in g  a p e a co ck .

S o m e  o f  th e  e a r lie r  w r ite rs  a tte m p te d  
to  c o rre la te  th e  H in d u  d e ity  G a n e s a  
w ith  th e  L a t in  g od  Ja n u s . C e r ta in ly  
im a g e s  o f  h im  w e re  set u p  a t c ro ssro a d s. 
S o m e tim e s  th e se  w e re  l it t le  m o re  th a n  
ru d e  s to n e s , d a u b e d  w ith  re d  p a in t . 
M o o r  su g g e sts  th a t  c h a n g in g  th e  h a rd  
g  o f  G a n e s a  to  th e  so ft g, o r  j, b r in g s  
th e  n a m e s  G a n e s a  a n d  Ja n u s  to  a clo se  
d e g re e  o f  s im ila r ity . G a n e s a  is re p o rte d  
to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  fa th e r  o f  th ir ty -s ix  
fe m a le  o ffs p r in g . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n , h e 
to o k  th e  fo rm  o f  a n  a s tro n o m e r  a n d  
u sed  h is  th ir ty -s ix  c h ild r e n  to  fo rm  a 
m a g ic a l h o ro sco p e . G a n e s a  o c ca s io n a lly  
assu m es so la r  p ro p e n sitie s , a n d  th e  th ir ty -  
s ix  d e ca n s  o f  th e  z o d ia c  are  re p re se n te d  
by  h is  d a u g h te rs .

A lth o u g h  G a n e s a  is re p u te d ly  th e  
c h ild  o f  S iv a  a n d  P a r v a t i ,  th e r e  a re  re  
p o rts  to  th e  c o n tra ry . H e  is so m e tim e s  
re p re se n te d  as p ro d u ced  by  th e  th o u g h t  
o f  S iv a  a lo n e ; a n d  in  o th e r  le g e n d s , he 
w a s g e n e r a te d  by  P a rv a ti  by  a n  im m a c  
u la te  c o n c e p tio n . H e r e , a g a in , th e re  
a re  in t im a t io n s  o f  h is  id e n tif ic a tio n  w ith  
th e  g r e a t  e so te r ic  so la r  m y th .

In  th e  A s ia t ic  re sea rch es  fo r  1801  a p  
p ears a ro y a l g r a n t  o f  la n d  in  C a r n a ta  
w h ic h  in d ic a te s  th a t  G a n e s a  w a s in  
v o k ed  in  th e  t ra n s fe r e n c e  o f  p ro p erty . 
T h e  g r a n t  o p e n s w ith  th e  w o rd s : “P r o s  
p e r ity  a tte n d  y o u ! A d o ra t io n  to  G a  
n e s h a .”  T h e  th ird  s ta n z a  o f  th e  g ra n t  
re a d s : “ M a y  th e  lu m in o u s  bo d y  o f  th a t 
g o d , w h o , th o u g h  fo rm e d  l ik e  a n  e le  
p h a n t, w as b o rn  o f  P a r v a t i ,  an d  is re  
v ered  e v e n  b y  V is h n u , p ro p itio u sly  d is  
pel th e  g lo o m  o f  m is fo r tu n e .” In  a 
n o te  o n  th is  v erse , th e  t r a n s la to r  a d d s : 
“ T h e  b o d ie s  o f  th e  H in d u  g o d s a re  su p  
p osed  to  b e  a n  im p e ria l su b s ta n ce  re s e m  
b lin g  l ig h t .”

E d g a r  T h u r s t o n ,  in  h is  Omens and 
Superstitions of Southern India, n o tes 
th a t  th e  sc o rp io n  is  su p p osed  to  h av e  
g re a t  re v e re n ce  fo r  th e  n a m e  o f  G a n e s a , 
an d  w ill s to p  in s ta n tly  i f  th e  n a m e  is 
sp o k e n . H e  a lso  m e n tio n s  a c u r io u s  de-
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— F r o m  an In d ia n  c h ro m o

G A N E S A  A M O N G  T H E  P R I N C I P A L  D E I T I E S  O F  T H E  

H I N D U  P A N T H E O N
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F I N E  B R O N Z E  F I G U R I N E  O F  G A N E S A

T h i s  e x a m p le  f r o m  S o u th e rn  In d ia  is la te  1 8 th  c e n tu ry , a n d  th e  

p e d e sta l is o r n a m e n te d  w ith  a v o tiv e  in s c r ip t io n .



Illustrated Supplement to H o r i z o n  V o l . 9 . N o . 3

— F r o m  a H in d u  b ra ss  c a rv in g

G A N E S A  A S  L O R D  O F  T H E  G A N A S  

T h e  d e ity  is p re se n te d  in  h is  a t tr ib u te  o f  p a tro n  o f  p ro sp e r ity , h a p  

p in e ss , an d  m a te r ia l  su ccess .
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— F r o m  M o o r ’s H indu Pantheon

T H E  S O - C A L L E D  “ E S O T E R I C ” F O R M  O F  G A N E S A  

W I T H  H I S  A T T R I B U T E S

T h e  d e ity  is re p re se n te d  th ro n e d  o n  h is  ra t, w h ile  a b o v e  is th e  
sacred  sy lla b le  “ O m ” su rro u n d e d  by th e  se rp e n t o f  e te r n ity , b o th  
irra d ia te d .
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ta il  o f  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  a s tro lo g y  in  S o u th  
e rn  In d ia . T h e  a s tro lo g e r  p la ces  th re e  
c o w r y  sh e lls  in  a ro w  b e sid e  th e  n a t iv ity . 
O c c a s io n a lly  h e  u ses f iv e  sh e lls . T h e s e  
re p re se n t G a n e s a , th e  p la n e t Ju p ite r ,  
S a r a s v a ti , th e  g o d d e ss  o f  w isd o m , a n d  
th e  a s tro lo g e r ’s o w n  g u r u , o r  te a c h e r .

G a n e s a  is su p p o sed  to  h a v e  lo s t h is  
tu s k  g u a r d in g  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  a p a r tm e n t  
o f  h is  fa th e r , S iv a , w h ile  th e  g r e a t  d eity  
w a s s le e p in g . T h i s  m a y  re fe r  to  th e  
m a te r ia l  m in d  p r o te c tin g  th e  l ife  o f  th e  
in d iv id u a l b e fo r e  h is  s p ir itu a l fa c u lt ie s  
h av e  b e e n  a w a k e n e d . T h e  e le p h a n t  h a s  
a lw a y s b e e n  a sso c ia te d  w ith  fa ith fu ln e s s , 
f o r ,  l ik e  th e  h u m a n  in te l le c t , h e  p ro  
te c ts  m a n  fr o m  th e  ex ce sses  o f  h is  e m o  
tio n s  a n d  a p p e tite s . I n  th e  T a n t r i c  
p h ilo so p h y , G a n e s a  is a sso c ia te d  w ith  
o n e  o f  th e  c h a k r a s , o r  ce n te r s  o f  e n e rg y  
a lo n g  th e  sp in a l co rd .

In  h is  Tibetan Yoga and the Secret 
Doctrine, M r . E v a n s - W e n tz  w r ite s :  “ A c  
c o r d in g  to  H in d u  tra d it io n , th e  le tte rs  
o f  th e  S a n s k r i t  a lp h a b e t  w e re  f ir s t  re  
v ea led  by  B r a h m a , th e  C r e a to r , to  G a n -  
e sh a , th e  G o d  o f  L e a r n in g ,  an d  by  G a n -  
e sh a  im p a r te d  to  m a n k in d . O w in g  to  
th is  d iv in e  o r ig in , th e  so u n d s  o f  th e se  
le tte rs  w h e n  p ro p e rly  in to n e d  in  man 
tras, o r  w o rd s  o f  p o w e r , a re  said  to  c o n  
v ey  ce le s tia l p sy ch ic  in flu e n ce s , in  th e  
fo rm  o f  ‘g ift -w a v e s ’ o f  g ra c e . A ll  th ese  
p h o n e tic  v is u a liz a t io n s  ta k e n  to g e th e r  
n u m b e r  f if ty ; a n d  th e y  a re  sy m b o liz e d  
by  th e  fif ty  b lo o d -d r ip p in g  h u m a n  h e a d s 
w h ic h  fo r m  th e  m y s tic  n e c k la c e  o f  th e  
g r e a t  S h a k t i ,  th e  D iv in e  M o th e r , V a jr a -  
Y o g in i .”

F r a g m e n ts  l ik e  th e  a b o v e  m a y  ca u se  
th e  W e s te r n  re a d e r  to  w o n d e r  a t  th e  e x  
t r a v a g a n t  fa n ta sy  o f  E a s te r n  re lig io u s  
s y m b o lism . S u c h  im p r o b a b le  s to r ie s , 
su ch  im p o ss ib le  ta le s  su g g e s t  th e  d e  
l ir iu m  o f  m in d s  steep ed  in  s u p e rs tit io n  
a n d  d e d ica te d  to  s tra n g e  h e a th e n  p ra c  
t ic e s . W e  g iv e  th a n k s  th a t  o u r  re lig io n  
is  fre e  f ro m  su ch  a b s u r d itie s . B u t  le t  
u s th in k  a m in u te . A f te r  a ll ,  L o t ’s w ife  
w a s tu rn e d  in to  a  p illa r  o f  s a lt ; Jo n a h  
d w e lt  fo r  a t im e  in  th e  b e lly  o f  a g r e a t  
f is h ; B a la a m ’s ass re p r im a n d e d  h is  m a s  
te r , a n d  N o a h  g a th e re d  q u ite  a n  e c  
c e n tr ic  g ro u p  o f  c re a tu re s  in to  a v ery  
sm a ll b o a t  w ith  o n ly  o n e  w in d o w . I t

w o u ld  be h a rd  to  f in d , e v e n  in  In d ia , 
a sy m b o lism  m o re  c o m p lic a te d  th a n  
E z e k ie l ’s v is io n  o r  a f r a g m e n t  o f  in  
sp ired  l ite r a tu re  m o re  a m o ro u s  th a n  th e  
S o n g  o f  S o lo m o n .

T h e  m o d e rn  C h r is t ia n  w ill a ssu re  u s 
t h a t  th e se  o ld  le g e n d s  sh o u ld  n o t  be 
ta k e n  to o  l ite r a lly , b u t  u n d o u b te d ly  re  
fe r  to  m y s te r ie s  in  th e  sp ir it . W e  m a y  
say th e  sa m e  f o r  th e  E a s te r n  m y th s , 
w h ic h  a re  im p r o b a b le  a n d  g ro te s q u e  
o n ly  w h e n  w e  fa il  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
tru e  m e a n in g s . I t  is ju s t  as u n re a s o n  
ab le  to  a ssu m e  th a t  th e  H in d u s  a c tu a lly  
w o rsh ip e d  a  ro tu n d  d e ity  w ith  th e  
h e ad  o f  a n  e le p h a n t  as i t  is to  a ssu m e  
th a t  P y th a g o ra s , P la to , a n d  A r is to t le  
p aid  h o m a g e  to  p h ila n d e r in g  Z eu s o r  
in e b r ia te d  D io n y s u s . T h e  e s o te r ic  c u lt  
o f  G a n e s a  u sed  th e  sy m b o lica l fo r m  o f  
th e d e ity  as a k in d  o f  m a n d a la , o r  m e d i 
ta tio n  im a g e . T h e  sy m b o lism  is p u rely  
id io m a tic  a n d  re la te s  to  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  
co n sc io u sn e ss , a n d  n o t to  th e  w o rs h ip  
o f  a n  im a g e .

W h i le  th e  p ro fa n e  w e re  sa tisfie d  to  
reg a rd  G a n e s a  as m e re ly  th e  b e sto w e r 
o f  b le s s in g s , h e  w as to  th o se  o f  d eep er 
in s ig h t  co n ce iv e d  to  be th e  c o sm o s its e lf  
— v ast, m y ste r io u s , f ille d  w ith  l if e  a n d  
w isd o m , a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  sh rew d  
a n d  h u m o ro u s . O n e  m o m e n t  th e  w o rld  
o v e rw h e lm s  u s w ith  its  m a je s ty  an d  
m a g n itu d e , a n d  th e n  su d d e n ly  th e  a p  
p e a ra n ce  o f  th in g s  c h a n g e s , an d  w e  fee l 
e x is te n c e  as s tra n g e ly  in t im a te , e x tr e m e  
ly p e rso n a l, a n d  ev en  s lig h tly  r id ic u lo u s . 
O n e  m o m e n t  th e  w o rld  seem s to  h av e  
th e  u n c o n tro lla b le  p o w e r  o f  so m e  h u g e  
a n im a l, an d  th e  n e x t m o m e n t w e  sen se 
a n  in f in ite  te n d e rn e ss  g u a r d in g  an d  
g u id in g  a ll c re a tu re s . I n  a w a y , ev e ry  
th in g  o u ts id e  o f  o u rse lv es  b e co m e s  a  
m a tte r  o f  in te r p r e ta t io n . W e  see w h a t  
w e  fe a r , w h a t  w e  e x p e c t, a n d , to  a m e a s  
u re , w h a t  w e  d e m a n d . T h e  w o rld  so u l 
ta k e s  o n  th e  d im e n s io n s  a n d  p ro p o r tio n s  
o f  o u r  o w n  e x p e c ta n c ie s . I f  w e se e k  fo r  
ju s t ic e , w isd o m  w ill  rev e a l it . I f  w e 
se a rch  fo r  in ju s tic e , ig n o ra n c e  ca u ses  it 
to  b e  a p p a r e n t .

O n c e  th e r e  w a s a n  e le p h a n t , a n d  h e 
b e lo n g e d  to  a k in g  w h o  w as b lin d . B e  
ca u se  th e  k in g  w a s  b lin d , h e  ch o se  fo u r  
m in is te rs  l ik e w is e  b lin d  to  ru le  h is  n a -
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t io n . O n e  day th e  b lin d  m o n a rc h  sen t 
h is  fo u r  b lin d  m in is te rs  to  d isco v er fo r  
h im  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  an  e le p h a n t . 
T h e y  w e n t in to  th e  ju n g le  an d  fo u n d , 
w ith  th e  a id  o f  m e n  w h o  co u ld  see , th e  
lo rd ly  b e a st w h o  w as q u ie tly  e a t in g  th e  
ju ic y  g re e n  top s o f  sm a ll tre e s . T h e  
f ir s t  b lin d  m in is te r  g r o p in g  to w a rd  th e  
e le p h a n t  p u t h is  a rm s  a ro u n d  o n e  of' 
th e  c r e a tu r e ’s leg s . H e  im m e d ia te ly  re  
p o rted  th a t a n  e le p h a n t  h ad  th e  sh ap e 
o f  a ta ll p a lm  tre e  w ith  a h u g e  ste m . 
T h e  secon d  b lin d  m in is te r  ap p ro a ch ed  
fro m  th e  rea r an d  g o t  h o ld  o f  th e  a n i  
m a l ’s ta il. H e  co n tra d ic te d  th e f ir s t  a c  
c o u n t , in s is tin g  th a t a n  e le p h a n t w a s a  
lo n g  th in  c re a tu re  re s e m b lin g  a p iece  o f  
ro p e . T h e  th ird  b lin d  m in is te r  a d  
v a n ce d  a t th e  f r o n t  en d  o f  th e  p e a ce fu l 
p a c h y d e rm . C a r e fu lly  fe e lin g  th e  t r u n k , 
h e  sta ted  w ith  d o g m a tic  f in a lity  th a t  an  
e le p h a n t  w as a h u g e  se rp e n t. T h e  
fo u r th  m in is te r  h ad  h im se lf  h o isted  o n  
to  th e  e le p h a n t ’s b a c k . A f te r  c re e p in g  
all a ro u n d  th e  cu rv ed  s u rfa ce , h e  f in a lly  
slip p ed  o ff  o n e  sid e , and  s it t in g  o n  th e  
g ro u n d  so m e w h a t s h a k e n , p ro n o u n ce d  
g ra v e ly  th a t  an  e le p h a n t w as a n  a n im a l 
b u ilt  lik e  a n  islan d  w ith  h ig h  c liffs  on  
a ll sid es.

T h e  fo u r  m in is te rs  th e n  re tu rn e d  to 
th e  k in g  an d  e a c h  to ld  h is  s to ry , an d  th e  
ru le r  k n e w  n o  m o re  th a n  b e fo re  a b o u t 
th e  e le p h a n t. E a c h  o f  th e  b lin d  m e n  
to ld  th e  tr u th  so fa r  as h e  c o u ld , an d  
w h ile  a ll th e  s to r ie s  c o n tra d ic te d , th e  
fa c ts  w e re  la rg e  e n o u g h  to  in c lu d e  all 
th e  e rro rs . V e r y  lik e ly , th is  e le p h a n t 
e x p la in s  th e  sy m b o lism  o f  G a n e s a , fo r  
th o se  w h o  e x a m in e  th e  w o rld  a re  a ll,  to  
so m e  d e g re e , b lin d , an d  th e ir  rep o rts  a re  
in c o m p le te  an d  a p p a re n tly  u n re a so n a b le  
u n til  th e  l ig h t  o f  reaso n  illu m in e s  th e  
m y ste r ie s  o f  th e  m a te r ia l w o rld .

In  so m e  o f  th e  old  p a in t in g s  and  
sc u lp tu r in g s , th e r e  are  lin e s  a b o u t th e  
fa c e  o f  G a n e s a  th a t  seem  to  in d ic a te  
th a t  th e  e le p h a n t h e ad  is a m a s k . T h is  
m a y  m e a n  th a t  th e  d e ity  o r ig in a te d  in  
th e  p r im itiv e  D r a v id ia n  a n im a l-c u lt . 
M o st  a n c ie n t  n a tio n s  used  a n im a l to te m s  
a n d  en d o w ed  v a rio u s  a n im a ls , w ith  h u  
m a n  ch a ra c te r is t ic s . L a te r ,  in  th e  re  
lig io u s  r itu a ls , m a sk e d  p ries ts  p lay ed  th e  
p a rts  o f  th e  a n im a l g o d s. W e  k n o w

th a t  th is  p ra c tic e  e x p la in s  th e  c o m p o site  
d e itie s  o f  th e  E g y p t ia n s . T o d a y  in  
N o r th  In d ia , T ib e t ,  an d  C h in a , m a sk ed  
p rie s ts  p o rtra y  d e m o n s , m o n ste rs , and  
fa n ta s t ic  a n im a ls . A s  th e  e le p h a n t  w as 
th e  m o st p o w e rfu l an d  th e  m o st in te l  
l ig e n t  o f  th e  a n im a ls , h e  w o u ld  n a tu ra lly  
be th e  to te m  o f  a d o m in a n t  t r ib e  or 
c la n . A s h is  t r ib e  in crea sed  a n d  flo u r 
ish ed , th e  d e ity  e x te n d e d  h is  d o m in io n  
an d  sp h e re  o f  in flu e n ce . L a te r ,  h o w e v e r, 
m o re  in te lle c tu a l re lig io u s  an d  p h ilo  
so p h ica l sy stem s c a m e  to  d o m in a te  th e 
H in d u  m in d , an d  G a n e s a  re tire d  to  b e  
c o m e  a se co n d a ry  d iv in ity  w ith o u t  a fo r  
m a l p r ie s th o o d . I t  is q u ite  p o ssib le  th a t 
h is  c lo se  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  th e  B h a ra ta s  
a n d  th e  S u d r a s  is d u e to  h is  o r ig in  
a m o n g  th e  lo w e r  classes o f  In d ia n  so  
c ie ty .

W h e n  G a n e s a  w as acce p te d  in to  th e  
B r a h m a n ic  p a n th e o n , h is  co n c e p t w as 
in te lle c tu a liz e d  an d  h e  g a in e d  sp ir itu a l 
s ta tu re  by  in te rp r e ta t io n . T h e r e  are  
e v id e n ce s  a m o n g  m o st so p h is tica te d  n a  
t io n s  th a t  c e r ta in  p r im itiv e  re lig io u s  
co n ce p ts  an d  sy m b o ls  h av e  su rv iv ed  
th ro u g h  th e  s tre n g th  o f  tra d it io n , and  
c o n tin u e  ev en  a f te r  th e ir  m e a n in g s  or 
p u rp o ses h av e  b e en  e n tire ly  fo rg o tte n .

E a s t  In d ia n  re lig io u s  a r t  h a s  b e co m e 
in cre a s in g ly  im p o rta n t  to  W e s te r n  c o l 
le c to rs  an d  c o n n o isse u rs  in  th e  la s t f if ty  
y ears . I t  h a s  b e e n  n o ted  th a t  th e  O c c i  
d e n ta l co n c e p t o f  d e co ra tio n  h a s  ch a n g e d  
g re a tly  in  th e  p re se n t c e n tu ry . T h e  
m o d e rn  h o m e  w ith  its s im p le  a n d  so m e  
w h a t  sev e re  fu r n is h in g s  is id eal as a se t 
t in g  fo r  g re a t  A s ia t ic  w o rk s . E v e n  
E u ro p e a n  an d  A m e r ic a n  p a in te rs  an d  
scu lp to rs  a re  n o w  c o n s id e ra b ly  in flu  
en ced  by H in d u , T ib e t a n ,  a n d  C h in e se  
a rt fo rm s  an d  te c h n iq u e . N a tu r a lly  w h en  
w e a c q u ire  a w o rk  o f  a r t , w e  l ik e  to 
u n d e rsta n d  th e  reaso n  fo r  w h ic h  it w as 
c re a te d . T h i s  e x c h a n g e  o f  a r t  co n ce p ts  
h a s  o p en ed  a co n s id e ra b le  p a rt o f  E a s t  
e rn  re lig io u s  sy m b o lism  to  th e  W e s t  
e rn e r . U n t i l  re c e n tly , m o st O r ie n ta l  a rt 
g o o d s  im p o rte d  in to  th is  c o u n try  w ere  
m a d e  in fa c to r ie s  to  be so ld  e n tire ly  to 
u n d is c r im in a tin g  A m e r ic a n s . A s  a re  
su lt, th e  p ro d u cts  w e re  a p o o r q u a lity  
an d  to ta lly  w ith o u t  a e s th e tic  m e rit.

I t  is o n ly  in la rg e  c o lle c tio n s  o r  ex-
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tre m e ly  d is c r im in a tin g  p riv a te  a c c u m u la  
t io n s  th a t  re p re se n ta tiv e  p ieces ca n  be 
fo u n d . T h e s e  p ro v e b e y o n d  d o u b t th a t 
th e  A s ia t ic  m a ste rs  w e re  e q u a l to  a n y  o f  
th e  E u ro p e a n  a r tis ts . T h e  w o rk  is e x  
q u is ite  in  q u a lity  a n d  d e s ig n , an d  th e  
sy m b o lism  s t im u la te s  p ro fo u n d  th o u g h t  
fu ln e ss . A s so on  as w e re c o v e r  fro m  
th e  s ti ll-p re v a le n t  c o n c e it  th a t  E a s te rn  
a r tis ts  w ere  se rv a n ts  o f  h e a th e n  g o d s, 
w e  sh a ll h a v e  still m o re  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  
th e ir  g e n iu s  an d  sk ill.

A  w e ll-e x e cu te d  im a g e  o f  G a n e sa  is a 
d e lig h tfu l a d d itio n  to  th e  w e ll-o rd e re d  
h o m e . F r o m  a n ic h e  on  th e  w a ll, a 
c o rn e r  o f  th e  m a n tle , or th e  to p  o f  a  
c a b in e t , th is  sa g a c io u s  d iv in ity  ta k es  
o v e r im m e d ia te ly  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
th e  m e n a g e . H is  sm a ll b r ig h t  ey es an d  
c u r l in g  lip  cau se  h im  to  a ssu m e  th e  p ro  
p o rtio n s  o f  th e  fa m ily  c o n sc ie n ce . A s 
y ou  ta k e  a sly  g la n c e  in  h is  d ir e c tio n , 
you  ca n  tell fro m  h is  a ffa b le  s m ir k  th a t  
h e  is fu lly  a w a re  th a t  you a re  tr y in g  to 
lie  y o u r  w ay  o u t o f  a c o m p lica te d  s itu a  
t io n . H e  sen ses e x a g g e ra t io n , to le ra te s  
e g o tis m , an d  co n d e m n s  a bad  te m p e r . 
H e  b e co m e s  th e  sy m b o l o f  a g e n e ro u s  
an d  g e n ia l h o st , fo r  to  b e  sk im p y  in  h is  
p re se n ce  is to  b e  o b v io u sly  r id ic u lo u s . 
H e  te lls  you s o m e th in g  a b o u t l iv in g  an d  
co n v ey s th e  fe e lin g  th a t  a ll h is  in t im a  
tio n s  an d  im p lic a t io n s  a re  fro m  w id e  
p erso n a l e x p e r ie n c e .

H e  is a lso  a n  e x c e lle n t  so u rce  o f  c o n  
v e rs a tio n , fo r  y o u r fr ie n d s  m a y  n e v e r  
b e  a b le  to  u n d e rsta n d  w h y  y ou  sp e n t a 
co n s id e ra b le  su m  fo r  su ch  a cu rio u s - 
lo o k in g  c re a tu re . T h e  m o m e n t h e  is 
th e  c e n te r  o f  a t te n t io n , G a n e s a  b e a m s, 
an d  h is  ro tu n d  bo d y  seem s to  sh a k e  an d  
sw ay  an d  sw ell to  ev en  la rg e r  p ro p o r 
tio n s . H e  is su re ly  a ray  o f  su n s h in e , 
a n d  it  is v ery  d ifficu lt to  n u rse  a h y p o  
ch o n d ria  w h e n  h e  is a ro u n d . T h e  m o re  
se r io u s an d  p erso n a l an d  in tro v e rte d  you  
b e c o m e , th e  m-ore p ro m p tly  h e  co n v ic ts

y ou  o f  y o u r s tu p id ity . P ro b a b ly  th e  
s im p le st  w ay  to  u n d e rsta n d  G a n e s a  an d  
w h y  h e is so w id e ly  a d m ire d  th ro u g h o u t 
A sia  is ju s t  to  le t h im  co n v e y  to  you  
th e  im p a c t o f  h is  a b u n d a n t  p e rso n a lity . 
I f  you  d o  n o t try  to  u n d e rsta n d  h im , 
h e  w ill c o n v e r t  y o u , n o t o n ly  w ith  h is  
w o rld ly  w isd o m , b u t w ith  s o m e th in g  
th a t  tra n s c e n d s  so  p ro sa ic  a s ta n d a rd  o f  
e ru d it io n . H e  w ill te ll y ou  th a t  th e  
h ig h e s t  fo rm  o f  w o rld ly  w isd o m  is to 
re a liz e  th a t w isd o m  is n o t o f  th is  w o rld . 
H e  w ill a ssu re  you th a t  e v e ry th in g  
you  re g a rd  as im p o rta n t  is co m p a r a tiv e  
ly m e a n in g le ss , th a t y o u r c e r ta in t ie s  a re  
m o stly  d e lu s io n s , an d  th a t  y ou  a re  w a s t 
in g  y o u r  t im e , y o u r m o n e y , y o u r e n e rg y , 
an d  y o u r life  in th e  p u rsu it  o f  p h a n  
to m s. Y e t ,  l ik e  th e  w o rld  o f  w h ic h  he 
is th e  sy m b o l, G a n e sa  is k in d ly  ev en  
w h e n  h e  is b r e a k in g  bad  n e w s. I f  w e 
say th e  w o rld  is fla t, th e  u n iv e rse  d oes 
n o t a rg u e  o r  in s is t th a t it is ro u n d . It  
le ts  y ou  fin d  o u t y o u r m is ta k e s  in  y o u r 
o w n  w a y . T h e  g o d s a re  m u c h  m o re  
to le ra n t  o f  m o rta ls  th a n  m e n  are  o f 
e a ch  o th e r . P ro b a b ly  th is  is b e ca u se , 
l ik e  G a n e s a , th e y  a re  so v ery  w ise  th a t 
th e y  ca n  u n d e rsta n d  th e  fo o lish n e ss  o f  
m o rta ls , an d  fin d  th a t  th e  b est w ay  to 
p la g u e  h u m a n ity  is to  le t  h u m a n s  
p la g u e  ea ch  o th e r .

W ith  th ese th o u g h ts , th e n , w e w ill 
pay p a r t in g  h o m a g e  to  G a n e s a , th e  L o r d  
an d  le a d e r o f  th e  G a n a s . W e  w ill m e d i 
ta te  u p o n  h is  c o u n te n a n c e , an d  w h ile  
c e r ta in  o f  h is  b e a u ty  m a y  escap e  u s, w e 
w ill a c k n o w le d g e  h im  to  be a fr ie n d ly  
an d  g e n ia l  sp ir it . In c id e n ta l ly , th e  e x  
is t in g  c o n d it io n  o f  o u r e c o n o m ic  system  
ov er w h ic h  G a n e sa  is said  to  p resid e  
m ig h t  su g g e st th a t an im a g e  o f  h im  be 
g iv e n  a p lace  o f  h o n o r  in  th e  N e w  
Y o r k  S to c k  E x c h a n g e . I  w o n d e r  i f  su ch  
a n  im a g e  p ro p erly  a d o rn ed  an d  fe s  
to o n ed  w o u ld  b e  m is ta k e n  fo r  a sy m b o l 
o f  th e  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty .

A  y o u n g  m a n  w as ask ed  a se r io u s  q u e s t io n , an d  re m a in e d  s ile n t. T h e o  
p h ra stu s , th e  su ccesso r to A r is to t le , sp o k e  to  h im  q u ie t ly : “ I f  you  k e e p  q u ie t  b e cau se  
you  a re  fo o lish , th e n  you  are  w ise ; b u t i f  you  a re  w ise  in  th is  m a tte r  an d  k e e p  
q u ie t , th e n  you  a re  fo o lis h .”
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A Department of Questions and Answers
Q u e s t i o n : In critical periods of his 

tory, such as the one we are in now, 
the average individual has very little to 
say about prevailing policies. Regardless 
of his personal feelings and convictions, 
he must abide by the will of the major 
ity and süßer the consequences of prac 
tices of which he disapproves. How  
does the law of karma apply in such 
cases?

A n s w e r : I n  o rd e r  to  u n d e rsta n d  th e  
o p e ra t io n s  o f  u n iv e rsa l la w s in  th e  sp h e re  
o f  h u m a n  a c t iv ity , w e  m u st  f ir s t  ta k e  
a b ro a d  v iew  o f  a n  e x c e e d in g ly  c o m  
p le x  s i tu a t io n . U n iv e r s a l la w s o p e ra te  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  e n tir e  c o sm ic  sch e m e . 
T h e s e  la w s a re  n o t lim ite d  to  so la r  sys 
te m s  o r e v e n  to  th e  g a la x ie s  su sp en d ed  
in  in te rs te lla r  sp a ce . T h e  p h ilo so p h ic  
c o n c e p t  o f  la w  m a y  b e  d e fin e d  as a p a t 
te r n  o f  in f le x ib le  ru le s  o p e ra t in g  ev e ry  
w h e r e  a n d  fo re v e r .

A  u n iv e rse  o f  la w  a n d  o rd e r  rev ea ls  
th e  ru le s  g o v e r n in g  its  p ro cesses  by  u n  
f o ld in g  w ith in  th ese  ru le s  a n d  a c c o r d in g  
to  th e m . W e  c a n n o t  d isco v e r  th a t  th e  
in s u la r  u n iv e rsa l sy stem s resist in  an y  
w a y  th e  e la b o ra te  s tru c tu re  o r  f r a m e  
w o r k  o f  in e v ita b le  la w s w ith in  w h ic h  
th e y  e x is t  a n d  u n fo ld . O b v io u s ly , th e r e  
c a n  b e  n o  su cce ss fu l re b e llio n  a g a in s t  th e  
p la n  w h ic h  is c o e x is te n t  w ith  t im e  and  
s p a c e , a n d  w h ic h  e n d u re s  as lo n g  as th e

c re a tio n  th ro u g h  w h ic h  it  o p e ra te * . 
W h e n  th e  p h ilo so p h e r  re fe rs  to  th e  
d iv in e  la w , he m e a n s  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  
th e  d iv in e  w ill , a g a in s t  w h ic h  th e r e  c a n  
b e  n o  re c o u rse  u n d e r  an y  c o n d it io n .

W e  h a v e  p assed  th a t  t im e  in  th e o lo g  
ica l t h in k in g  w h e n  it w a s fa s h io n a b le  to  
a ssu m e  t h a t  th e  u n iv e rse  w a s cre a te d  f o r  
th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  m a n . G io r d a n o  B r u  
n o  w as b u rn e d  a t  th e  s ta k e  fo r  su g g e s t  
in g  th a t  th e  sta rs  a n d  c o n s te lla tio n s  w e re  
n o t ca n d e la b r a  fa s h io n e d  to  p re v e n t m o r  
ta ls  f ro m  s tu m b lin g  a b o u t in  th e  d a rk . 
T h i s  c o n c e p t  p assed  o u t  o f  fa v o r  w ith  
a n o th e r  w h ic h  in s is te d  th a t  th e  e a r th  
w a s a tu f fe t  o n  w h ic h  th e  A lm ig h ty  
co u ld  rest h is  fe e t .  E v e n  th o u g h  w e 
h a v e  fo rm a lly  rev ised  o u r  o p in io n s , m o s t  
fo lk s  n u rse  th e  se c re t  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  by  
p re s e n tin g  a u n ite d  f r o n t  u n d e r  th e  
le a d e r sh ip  o f  th e ir  fa v o r ite  c le rg y m a n  
th e y  c a n  d e m a n d  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e  
c o s m ic  c o n s t i tu t io n  a n d  th e  h e a v e n ly
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b ill o f  r ig h t s .  T h e s e  sa m e  e n th u s ia s ts  
a re  fu r th e r  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e  d iv in e  
p la n  w ill re m a in  u n sa t is fa c to ry  a n d  im  
p e r fe c t  u n t il  th e y  a re  ca lle d  u p o n  to  
ad d  c e r ta in  f in is h in g  to u ch e s . I n  s u b  
s ta n c e , G o d ’s w ay  o f  d o in g  th in g s  h a s  
n e v er b e e n  g e n e r a lly  a p p ro v ed  by  th e  
m a jo r ity  o f  th a t  sp e cies  w h ic h  m o d e stly  
p ro c la im s  its e lf  to  b e  th e  n o b le s t  w o rk  
o f  th e  C r e a to r .

M a n y  m o d e rn s  a re  b e c o m in g  a cu te ly  
n e u ro tic  a t  th e  th o u g h t  t h a t  th e y  m u st  
o b ey  th e  e d ic ts  o f  th e  d iv in e  w ill .  I t  is 
f r u s tr a t in g , in d e e d , to  d isco v e r  th a t  w e 
c a n n o t  d o  e x a c t ly  as w e  p lea se , w h e n  
e v e r  w e  p lea se , a n d  as o fte n  as w e  p lease 
w ith o u t  a n u m b e r  o f  e x ce e d in g ly  u n  
p le a sa n t c o n se q u e n c e s . T h e  su p re m e  
tra g e d y  o f  a ll is to  b e  in h ib ite d  by  th e  
ru le s  g o v e r n in g  th e  g a m e  o f  l i f e .  H a v  
in g  co n v in c e d  o u rse lv e s  th a t  w e  are  
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  a n g e ls , w e  a re  read y  to  
ta k e  o v e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e  co s  
m o s , e tc .,  e tc . W ith  so  m u c h  a b ility  
a v a ila b le , w e  b e c o m e  a b i t  d is g ru n tle d  
th a t  th e  g o d s  r e m a in  co m p a r a tiv e ly  u n  
m in d fu l o f  u s an d  c o n t in u e  to  ru n  th e  
b u sin e ss  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  w ith o u t  o u r  in  
v a lu a b le  re c o m m e n d a tio n s .

I t  sh o u ld  b e  e v id e n t th a t  a c re a tio n  
w h ic h  h as  fa ile d  u tte r ly  to  ca rr y  o n  its 
o w n  a ffa irs  w ith  d ig n ity  is w o rth y  to 
b e  “ c a lle d ” to  a la r g e r  sp h ere  o f  u se  
fu ln e s s . W e  c a n  o n ly  a ssu m e th a t  th e  
“ b o a rd  o f  d ir e c to r s ” is p re ju d ice d  o r  is 
fa v o r in g  n e x t o f  k in  a t  o u r  e x p e n se . 
T o  ju s t i fy  o u r  d e m a n d s  fo r  m o re  a c tiv e  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  m a n a g e m e n t , w e  p o in t  
o u t th e  la m e n ta b le  s ta te  in to  w h ic h  
th in g s  h a v e  fa lle n  u n d e r  p re se n t o w n e r  
sh ip . W e  h a v e  n o t n o tice d  th a t  th e  o n ly  
tro u b le  se e m s to  b e  in  th e  a re a s  w h ic h  
w e in h a b it . C o u ld  it  b e  p o ssib le  th a t 
o u r  c a la m it ie s  a re  d u e to  o u r  o w n  c h a r  
a c te r  d e fic ie n c ie s , an d  n o t  to  e x e c u tiv e  
n e g lig e n c e  ?

In  a ll se r io u sn e ss , w e  se c re tly  n o u r is h  
an  a u d a c ity  w h ic h  w e  w o u ld  n o t o p e n ly  
a c k n o w le d g e  e v e n  to  o u rse lv e s . T h e r e  
is a sa y in g  th a t  it  is  th e  c r im in a l w h o  
f in d s  fa u lt  w ith  th e  la w , a n d , p e rch a n ce , 
i t  is th e  d is o b e d ie n t c h ild  w h o  th in k s  o f  
h is  fa th e r  as a p o ssib le  so u rc e  o f  ch a s  
t is e m e n t. T h e  h u m a n  m in d  is n o t 
su ffic ie n tly  d e v e lo p ed  to  e n a b le  m o rta ls

to  c o m p r e h e n d  th e  v astn ess o f  th e  u n i 
v ersa l p la n . E v e n  th e  g r e a t  te le sco p e  
c a n n o t  co n v e y  to  o u r  l im ite d  ca p a c it ie s  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  s id e re a l im m e n s ity . 
W h a t  d o  w e  k n o w  o f  d is ta n ce s  m e a su re d  
in  te rm s  o f  th e  sp eed  o f  l ig h t ,  o r  o f  
c lo u d s o f  s ta rs , in  w h ic h  e a c h  t in y  p o in t 
o f  l ig h t  is la rg e r  th a n  o u r  so la r  sy s te m ? 
W e  m e m o riz e  fo rm u la s  a n d  a re  d u ly  
a m a z e d , b u t  th e se  fo rm u la s  d o n o t c o n  
fe r  th e  ca p a c ity  to  u n d e rs ta n d . I f  w e 
e x te n d  th is  th o u g h t  a b o u t  th e  f ra ilt ie s  
o f  t h in k in g  to  th e  h ig h e r  d im e n s io n s  o f  
th e se  im m e a s u ra b le  v is ta s , w e  a p p ro a c h  
th e  m y ste ry  o f  u n iv e rsa l la w . D o  w e 
h o n e s tly  a n d  s in ce re ly  b e lie v e  th a t  w ith  
p ra y ers  a n d  p e n a n ce s  w e  a re  g o in g  to  
a lte r , m o d ify , o r  te m p e r  th e  p la n  an d  
p u rp o se  o f  th e  In f in it e ?  A c c o r d in g  to  
a v a ila b le  in fo r m a t io n , it  a p p e a rs  lik e ly  
th a t  th e  p re se n t  s id erea l g o v e r n m e n t 
w ill r e m a in  in  o ff ic e  fo r  so m e  tim e .

I n  a n  e x tre m e ly  m in u te  s u b u r b  o f  a 
v ery  t in y  s ta r , l ik e ly  e n o u g h  o n  th e  
w ro n g  sid e  o f  th e  p la n e ta ry  tra c k s , th e re  
is a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  re c e n t su b d iv is io n  o f  
w o u ld -b e  p ro p e rty  o w n e rs , w h o  h av e 
o n ly  m a d e  sm a ll d o w n -p a y m e n ts  o n  
th e ir  m o d e st h o m e s ite s  a n d  a re  g e n e ra lly  
in  a rre a rs . T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  re m o te  
c o m m u n ity  do n o t k n o w  w h e r e  th ey  
c a m e  f r o m , w h e re  th e y  a re  g o in g , o r  
w h y  th e y  a re  th e re . T h e y  h a v e  b e en  
e x tre m e ly  tro u b le so m e  fro m  th e  b e g in  
n in g , a n d  h av e  th e  re p u ta tio n  o f  le t t in g  
th e ir  p ro p e rtie s  ru n  to  w r a c k  a n d  r u in . 
T h e y  a re  b e ll ig e r e n t , q u a rre ls o m e , fa u lt  
f in d in g , an d  p ra c tic a lly  im p o ss ib le  to  
p lea se . T h e y  a re  fo re v e r  s te a l in g  f r o m  
e a ch  o th e r  a n d , a lth o u g h  th e y  h av e 
e le c te d  a p p r o x im a te ly  o n e  o u t o f  ev ery  
fiv e  o f  th e ir  n u m b e r  to  p ro te c t  th e  rest 
f ro m  e a ch  o th e r , th e y  liv e  in  c o n s ta n t  
fe a r  a n d  a n x ie ty . T h e y  h a v e  su ffe re d  
f r o m  n u m e ro u s  d e lu s io n s , th e  la te s t  a n d  
m o st e x a g g e ra te d  b e in g  th e  n o t io n  th a t  
th e y  a re  read y  to  b e c o m e  th e  se lf -a p  
p o in te d  d ic ta to rs  o f  th e  c o sm o s . P e r  
h ap s w e a re  o v e ro p tim is tic  w h e n  w e 
a ssu m e  th a t  th e  g o d s a re  p a t ie n t  w ith  
th is  tro u b le so m e  b r e e d ; m o re  l ik e ly , th e  
g o d s h a v e  n o t  y e t n o tice d  e i th e r  th e se  
c re a tu re s  o r  th e ir  c o m m o tio n .

H u m a n ity  its e lf  w o u ld  h a v e  a b e tte r  
c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  th e  fa c ts  o f  l ife  w e re
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i t  n o t so co m p le te ly  a b so rb e d  in  its o w n  
a f fa ir s .  T h e  g e n u s  H o m o  sp e n d s fa r  to o  
m u c h  t im e  in  b liss fu l a d m ir a t io n  o f  it  
se lf . L o n g  ag o  w h e n  to w n s w e re  sm a ll, 
sh e p h e rd s , g u a r d in g  th e ir  f lo ck s , g a z e d  
w ith  s ile n t w o n d e r  a t th e  sp le n d o r o f  
th e  n ig h t  sk ie s . T o d a y , th e  a v e ra g e  c ity  
d w e lle r  is fo r tu n a te  i f  h e ca n  g lim p s e  an  
o c ca s io n a l sta r th ro u g h  th e  sm o g -la d e n  
in d u s tr ia l  a tm o sp h e re . In s te a d  o f  th e  
c o n s te lla tio n s  t w in k lin g  a b o v e  h im , h is  
ey es  fe a st u p o n  a h u g e , g ro te s q u e  n e o n  
s ig n  a d v e rt is in g  “ O ’T o o le ’s G in  E m p o r i  
u m .” A s in d u s try  a n d  e c o n o m ic s  lo ck  
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  in to  th e  n a r ro w  c o n  
fin e s  o f  a m a n -m a d e  w o rld , th e  u n iv e rse  
ceases  to  b e  a n  e q u a tio n  o f  co n sc io u s  
n e ss . H e a v e n ly  m a tte rs  lo se  s ig n if i  
c a n c e , a n d  w e d e d ica te  o u r  m in d s  an d  
h e a r ts  to  th e  p re ss in g  d ifficu lties  w h ic h  
w e  h a v e  c re a te d  fo r  o u rse lv e s . T h e  
la w s o f  m e n  g a in  d ig n ity  by  p ro x im ity , 
an d  it a p p e a rs  m o re  p ra c tica l to  n u rse  
th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  o u r  a s s e m b ly m e n  th a n  
to  k e e p  fa ith  w ith  g o d s , d im  an d  re  
m o te .

In  th e  co u rse  o f  t im e , m a n ’s fe a r  o f  
m a n  c a m e  to  b e  th e  o b se ss in g  e m o tio n . 
T h e  m o re  w e fe a re d , th e  m o re  w e  c o n  
d u cte d  o u rse lv e s  in  a w ay  w h ic h  ad d ed  
su b s ta n ce  to  o u r  fe a rs . A s  th e  u n iv e rse  
reced ed  fro m  o u r  a t te n t io n , w e d e p riv e d  
o u rse lv e s  o f  th e  s tre n g th  an d  c o u ra g e  
w h ic h  c o m e s  f ro m  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
th e  la rg e r  p u rp ose  fo r  w h ic h  w e w e re  
c re a te d . F in a l ly ,  w e  b e c a m e  e x ile s , 
b r e a k in g , o n e  by  o n e , th e  b o n d s th a t  
b o u n d  us to  th e  g o d s . W e  g re w  p ro  
g re ss iv e ly  m o re  co n fu se d  a n d  u n c e r ta in , 
s tu m b lin g  a b o u t in  a d a rk n e ss  th a t  w as 
n o t in  th e  w o r ld , b u t in  o u rse lv es .

In  th e  co u rs e  o f  a g e s , w e b u ilt  re  
l ig io u s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l in s titu t io n s , w ith  
w h ic h  to  l ig h t  th e  g lo o m  o f  o u r  u n d e r  
w o rld . U n fo r tu n a te ly , o u r  re lig io n s , to  
a t lea st a d e g re e , w e re  in fe c te d  b y  o u r 
o w n  sh o r tc o m in g s . W e  p ra y ed  to  th e  
g o d s , n o t th a t  w e  sh o u ld  h a v e  s tre n g th  
to  k e e p  th e  la w , b u t fo r  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  
b e in g  d is o b e d ie n t w ith  a g o o d  h o p e . W e  
w o rk e d  o n  th e  p o licy  th a t  it w as n o t 
what w e k n e w , b u t  who w e  k n e w  th a t  
a ssu re d  sa lv a tio n . O u r  e d u c a tio n a l in  
s t i tu tio n s  se ttle d  d o w n  to  tr a in  u s fo r  
th a t  n o b le  d e stin y  o f  e x p lo it in g  th e  re  

so u rces  o f  th e  u n iv e rse . W e  w e re  in  
s tru c te d  t h a t  N a tu r e  w a ite d  p a tie n tly  to  
be ra v ish e d  by  M . A . ’s, P h . D . ’s, an d
D .  S c . ’s. O f  co u rse , in  sp ite  o f  o u r  c o n  
s ta n t p i l la g in g  o f  o u r  p la n e t, w e  c o n  
tin u e d  to  a p p e a r an d  d isa p p e a r as re g  
u la r ly  as b e fo re . W e  b r o u g h t  n o th in g  
w h e n  w e c a m e , an d  to o k  n o th in g  w h e n  
w e le ft , b u t w e d id  a n  im m e n s e  a m o u n t 
o f  b a r te r in g  an d  a c c u m u la t in g  in  th e  in  
te rv a l b e tw e e n  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  d isa p p e a r  
a n c e . T h e  m o re  lea rn ed  w e  b e c a m e , 
th e  m o re  q u ic k ly  w e  o v e r lo o k e d  th e  im  
m e n s ity  o f  w h a t  w e d id  n o t k n o w . W e  
b e c a m e  d is tin g u ish e d  a n d  lo q u a c io u s  in  
te rp re te rs  an d  c o m m e n ta to r s , a n a ly sts  
an d  e s t im a to r s . S o  p ro fo u n d  w e re  o u r 
o b se rv a tio n s  a n d  so e le g a n tly  w e re  th e y  
e x p re sse d , th a t  e v e ry b o d y , in c lu d in g  
o u rse lv e s , b e lie v e d  th a t  w e k n e w  so m e  
th in g . O f  co u rse , w e  m a k e  m is ta k e s , 
b u t  a f te r  a ll w e  are  s t ill  h u m a n , e v e n  
th o u g h  w e a re  o u tg r o w in g  it ra p id ly .

T h e r e  w a s  a n  in s id io u s  u n d e r to n e  b e  
n e a th  all th is  b o o k - le a rn in g . W e  g ra d u  
a lly  d ev e lo p ed  a p ro n o u n ce d  su p e r io r ity  
c o m p le x . W e  sa t a ro u n d  d iscu ss in g  
cu res  fo r  c r im e , re m e d ie s  fo r  w a r , so lu  
t io n s  fo r  p o v e rty , a n d  e v e n  h a z a rd e d  th e  
s p e c u la tio n  t h a t  w e w o u ld  sp e ed ily  d is  
t r ib u te  th e  p ill o f  im m o r ta l i ty  a t  a p rice  
w ith in  th e  re a c h  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  c o n  
su m e r . I f ,  h o w e v e r , w e  c o n tin u e  to 
fu n c t io n  a c c o r d in g  to  o u r  p re se n t p o li 
c ie s , n o  o n e  w ill w a n t  th e  e l ix ir  o f  l ife  
by  th e  t im e  w e g e t  it in to  p ro d u ctio n . 
W ith  e a ch  p a ss in g  d ay , w e  m a k e  th is  
w e ll-m e a n in g  old  w o rld  a b e tte r  p lace  
to  le a v e  b e h in d . W e  h av e  ta lk e d  so lu  
t io n  s in c e  th e  d ays o f  th e  ca v e  m a n , b u t 
w e h a v e  so lv ed  v ery  l it t le , an d  th e  r e m  
e d ie s , l ik e  s u lfa n ila m id e , a re  w o rse  th a n  
th e  d isease .

W e  h a v e  n o w  co n fu se d  o u rse lv es  a n d  
e a ch  o th e r  so c o m p le te ly  th a t  w e  a re  u n  
a b le  to  p u t to g e th e r  a n y  p a tte rn s  o f  
id e a ls , e th ic s , o r m o ra lity  th a t  w ill h o ld  
to g e th e r  u n til  th e  n e x t a sse m b ly . W e  
h a v e  n o t o n ly  ig n o re d  th e  la w s o f  G o d  
a n d  N a tu r e , b u t a lso  h a v e  d ev elo p ed  
co n s id e ra b le  im m u n ity  to  th e  law s o f  
m a n . A lto g e th e r , o u r p a tte rn  o f  la w s 
h as co lla p sed  in to  a n  a ll-p e rv a d in g  la w  
lessn ess . I n  th is  e m e rg e n c y , th e re  is 
so m e  ta lk — n o t v ery  e n th u s ia s tic — o f  re-
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tu r n in g  th e  sp len d id  h u m a n  e x p e r im e n t  
to  th e  g od s. W e  h a v e  n o t h e a rd , h o w  
e v e r , w h e th e r  or n o t  th e  g i f t  w ill be  
a ccep ted .

I f  w e a p p e a r to  be fa c e tio u s , it  is b e  
ca u se  th e  p o in t m u st  be d r iv e n  h o m e  
th a t  m a n  h im s e lf  is re sp o n sib le  fo r  th e  
sen se  o f  in ju s tic e  a b o u t u n iv e r s a l  w h ic h  
h e  h a s  so co n s is te n tly  cu lt iv a te d . F o lk s  
a re  fo re v e r  c o m p la in in g  th a t  th e  u n i  
v erse  p e rm its  g r ie v o u s  fa u lts  to g o  u n  
c o rre c te d . T h e s e  sa m e  fo lk s  p o in t o u t  
th e  so rro w s a n d  m is fo r tu n e s  w h ic h  a f  
f lic t m o rta ls , an d  th e n  d e m a n d  to  k n o w  
w h y  G o d  p e rm its  su ch  th in g s . W ith in  
th e  lim ite d  sco p e o f  h is  o w n  sm a ll 
sp h e re , m a n  h as a m e a su re  o f  fre e  w ill . 
H e  m a y  ch o o se  to  k e e p  fa ith  w ith  th e  
u n iv e rsa l p lan  o r  h e  m a y  te m p o ra r ily  
ig n o re  th is  p lan  an d  try  to  fo llo w  h is 
o w n  im p e rfe c t  in s tin c ts . H e  h a s  th e  
c h o ic e , b u t, h a v in g  c h o s e n , h e  m u st 
a b id e  b y  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s . U n iv e r s a l 
la w  is  n o t th e  w h im  o f  a f r e t fu l  o ld  a n  
ce s tra l s p ir it ; it is th e  w a y  o f  l ife . T o  
th e  m e a su re  o r  d e g re e  th a t  m a n  w ilfu lly  
o r th ro u g h  ig n o r a n c e  d e p a rts  fro m  u n i 
v ersa l la w , h e  su ffe rs . W h e n  tro u b le  
co m e s , e x cu se s  a re  o f  no  a v a il, n o r is 
th e r e  th e  s l ig h te s t  c h a n c e  fo r  a n e w  tr ia l 
o r a rev e rsa l o f  th e  v e rd ic t . N e ith e r  
b r ib e ry  n o r in flu e n ce  w ill h e lp . O n c e  a 
d e b t h as  been  in c u rre d , it m u s t  be p aid .

T h e  H in d u s  w e re  a m o n g  th e  f irst to  
te a ch  th e  la w  o f  ca u se  an d  e ffe c t . T h e  
r e a liz a t io n  th a t  su ch  a la w  a c tu a lly  o p er 
a tes in  N a tu r e  b r o u g h t  g r e a t  p eace  an d  
jo y  to  th e ir  h e a rts . T h e  v irtu o u s  m a n  
is n o t o ffe n d e d  b e ca u se  h e  m u st p ay  h is  
b il ls , n o r  d oes h e  re se n t re a so n a b le  p u n  
is h m e n t fo r  u n re a s o n a b le  c o n d u c t . Ju s t  
as th e  u n p u n ish e d  ch ild  is se ld o m  a 
so u rce  o f  jo y  o r  c o m fo r t ,  so th e  h u m a n  
ra ce , i f  p e rm itte d  to  g ro w  u p  w ith o u t  
d is c ip lin e , w o u ld  c o m e  to  a so rry  e n d . 
N o  o n e  rea lly  lik e s  to  b e  r e p r im a n d e d , 
b u t i f  it is n e ce ssa ry , th e  w ise  a cce p t th e  
p u n is h m e n t w ith  g o o d  g ra c e . In  fa c t , 
th e  v ery  d is c ip lin e  its e lf  b r in g s  w ith  it  a 
la rg e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  an d  th e  sk ill to  liv e  

b e tte r  in  th e  fu tu r e . A s w e a re  h e re  to  

le a rn , th a t  w h ic h  in crea ses  k n o w le d g e  is 

m o re  v a lu a b le  th a n  th a t  w h ic h  m e re ly  

b r in g s  p a ss in g  p leasu re .

T h e  w o rd  \arma h as n o w  b e e n  a c  
ce p te d  in to  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e . In  
th e  p ro ce ss , c e r ta in  lic e n se  h a s  been  
ta k e n  w ith  th e  S a n s k r it  fo r m . R e g a r d  
less as to  w h e th e r  p o p u la r  u sag e  is in 
co m p le te  c o n fo r m ity  w ith  th e  re q u ire  
m e n ts  o f  la n g u a g e , th e  m e a n in g  a n d  im  
p o r t  o f  th e  te rm  re m a in  u n c h a n g e d . 
In  p re se n t u sa g e , k a rm a  m e a n s  the law 
of cause and effect applied to the moral 
life of the human being. C a u se  an d  
e ffe c t  p ro p e rly  m a y  a p p ly  to  t id e s , co s  
m ic  rh y th m s , an d  u n iv e rsa l p ro cesses, 
b u t k a rm a  sp e c if ica lly  re fe rs  to  cau ses 
an d  e ffe c ts  as th e y  a re  se t in  m o t io n  in 
th e  te m p e r a m e n t , p e r so n a lity , d isp o s i 
t io n , an d  a c t io n s  o f  c re a tu re s  p o ssess 
in g  in d iv id u a liz e d  in te llig e n c e .

O n ly  o rd e rs  o f  l if e  c a p a b le , b y  v ir tu e  
o f  th e ir  c o n s t i tu t io n , o f  d e c is io n  re s u lt  
in g  in  g o o d  o r  ill an d  h a v in g  w ith in  
th e m se lv e s  th e  p o w e r to  e s t im a te  th e  
c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  a c t io n  co m e  u n d e r th e  
law  o f  k a r m a . T h u s ,  th e  e le m e n t  o f  
fre e  w ill , o r , m o re  c o rre c t ly , th e  p o w er 
o f  c h o ic e , c a n  ca u se  a n  a c t io n  fo r  w h ic h  
th e r e  is p erso n a l re s p o n s ib ility . I f  a 
c re a tu re  la c k s  th e  p o w er to  d iso b e y , 
th e r e  ca n  b e  no  v ir tu e  in  o b e d ie n c e . 
V ir t u e  its e lf  m e a n s  conscious decision in 
conformity with right. A n im a ls , n o t 
h a v in g  in d iv id u a liz e d  th e  fa c u lt ie s  o f  
s e lf -d e te rm in is m , c a n n o t  b e  h e ld  re sp o n  
s ib le  fo r  th e  n a tu ra l o p e ra tio n s  o f  th e ir  
in s tin c ts . In  m a n , in s tin c ts  a re  u n d e r  
th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  in te llig e n c e . T h e  
k a rm a  o f  a n im a ls  b e lo n g s  to  g ro u p  in  
te ll ig e n c e s  an d  n o t to  th e  a n im a ls  th e m  
selv es. I t  is  th e r e fo r e  th e  g ro u p  in te l l i  
g e n c e  w h ic h  h a s  se lf -d e te rm in ism  th a t is 
p u n ish e d  if  th e  a n im a l d e stin y  is  n o t 
g u id e d  w ith  p ro p e r p ro p rie ty .

T h e  ty p e  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  w h ic h  co m e s  
u n d e r  th e  d ir e c t  p o w e r o f  k a r m ic  la w  
is th a t  in  w h ich  th e  ru d im e n ts  o f  c o n  
sc ie n ce  a re  a lre a d y  o p e ra t in g . W h e n  
so m e o n e  says, “ I  k n o w  I s h o u ld n ’t , b u t 
I  a m  g o in g  to , ju s t  th e  sa m e ,” w e  a re  
in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a m in o r  re b e llio n  
a g a in s t  th e  in e v ita b le . T h e r e  is m u ch  
m o re  to  th e  la w  o f  k a rm a  th a n  m e re ly  
a n  o b v io u s  an d  ra th e r  m e c h a n is t ic  p ro c  
ess o f  re tr ib u t io n . W e  d o n o t w ish  to  
im p ly  th a t  c o n sc ie n c e  an d  k a rm a  a re  
th e  sa m e . C o n s c ie n c e  m a y  p u n ish  us



6 4 HORIZON Winter

fo r  b r e a k in g  th e  co d e— th e  ta b o o s  o f  
o u r  c la n ; b u t k a rm a  p u n ish e s  us fo r  
b r e a k in g  th e  la w  o r d a in e d  to  o u r  k in d  
by  u n iv e rsa l w isd o m .

I t  m a y  be w e ll to  e m p h a s iz e  a g a in  
th a t  th e  la w  o f  k a r m a  is in  n o  w a y  a f  
fe c te d  by  a n y  a t titu d e s , e m o tio n s , o r  
c o n v ic t io n s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l o r  o f  th e  
h u m a n  c o lle c tiv e . H u m a n ity  m a y  b u ild  
c re e d s  w h ic h  a re  a t v a r ia n c e  w ith  tr u th . 
T h e s e  c re e d s  m a y  b e  fo llo w e d  h o n e s tly  
a n d  d e v o te d ly  by m ill io n s  o f  h u m a n  b e  
in g s , b u t  i f  th e se  cre e d s te a c h  a n y th in g  
w h ic h  ca u se s  m a n  to  d e p a rt  f r o m  th e  
la w s  g o v e r n in g  h is  k in d , h e  w ill co m e  
to  g r ie f . E v e n  i f  a ll h u m a n  b e in g s  to  
g e th e r  w e re  in  p e r fe c t  a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t 
a c e r ta in  s u b je c t , th e ir  w e ig h t  w o u ld  
h a v e  n o  e f fe c t  w h a te v e r  if  th e  c o n c lu  
s io n s  w e re  in c o rre c t . W e  seem  to  fee l 
t h a t  th e re  is a c e r ta in  se c u r ity  in c o m  
m o n  a g re e m e n t, an d  th a t  w e  m a y  sa fe ly  
fo llo w  w h e re  th e  m a jo r ity  le a d s , b u t 
th e s e  a re  i llu s io n s . N o  m a tte r  h o w  
le a rn e d  th e  e r r o r  o r  h o w  s k il lfu l ly  it is 
d e fe n d e d  w ith  a r g u m e n t, th e  fa c t  re  
m a in s  th e  fa c t  a n d  th e  re s t is fo o lish n e s s .

T o  g e t  d o w n  to  p a rtic u la rs , w e  h av e  
to d a y  a w o rld  in  w h ic h  n e a rly  a  h u n  
d re d  n a tio n s  w ith  v a r io u s  c o n v ic t io n s , 
co u n tle ss  b e lie fs , in n u m e ra b le  p o lic ie s , 
a n d  s tra n g e ly  a sso rted  a lle g ia n c e s  a re  in  
th e  m id s t  o f  w h a t  so m e tim e s  a p p e a rs  to  
b e  a h o p e less  m u d d le . H o w  m a n y  o f  
th e s e  c o n f lic t in g  id e o lo g is ts  h a v e  th e  
s lig h te s t  in te re s t  in  th e  t r u th  o r  in  th e  
ru le s  by  w h ic h  th e  u n iv e rse  a b o u t th e m  
o p e ra te s  so  e ffic ie n tly ?  E a c h  o f  th e  
g ro u p s  is d e d ica te d  to  a n  o p in io n . M o st 
o f  th e  o p in io n s  h a v e  n o t  su cce e d e d  suffi 
c ie n tly  w e ll to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  im p o s itio n  
u p o n  th e  rest o f  so c ie ty . In  fa c t , m a n y  
o f  th e  m o re  a d a m a n t  a n d  s tu b b o rn  p o li 
c ie s  a re  su rro u n d e d  by th e  d ir e fu l e v i  
d e n c e  o f  th e ir  o w n  u tte r  w o rth le ssn e ss . 
T h i s  in  n o  w a y , h o w e v e r , re d u ce s  th e  
e n th u s ia s m  o f  fa n a t ic a l  a d v o c a te s , w h o  
a r e  w ill in g  to  te a r  d o w n  th e  c o sm o s i f  
n e ce ssa ry  r a th e r  th a n  to  a lte r  th e ir  o w n  
n o tio n s .

S o lu tio n  lies in  d is c o v e r in g  th e  w ill 
o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p la n . E v e ry  p a tte rn  
t h a t  e x is ts  in  h u m a n  so cie ty  is g o v  
e rn e d  b y  u n iv e rsa l la w s. W h e n  w e  fin d  
o u t  w h a t  th e  la w  re q u ire s  a n d  ob ey

w ith o u t  c o m p r o m is e , th e  d if f ic u ltie s  w ill 
e n d . A s w e  c o n s id e r  th e  a la r m in g  in  
c re a se  in  c r im e , th e  d a n g e rs  o f  b u sin ess 
re c e ss io n , th e  lo n g  sh a d o w  o f  p o ssib le  
w a r , a n d  th e  in n u m e r a b le  e v id e n ce s  o f  
h u m a n ity ’s in h u m a n ity , w e  m a y  a sk  o u r  
se lv es ju s t  w h a t  is  b e in g  d o n e  by le a d in g  
e x p e rts  to  d is co v e r  th e  u n iv e rsa l law s 
in v o lv e d  an d  h o w  th e se  la w s c a n  be 
p ro m p tly  o b e y e d . H o w  d oes it h a p p e n  
th a t  m a n  ca n  liv e  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  
d iv in e  g e o m e try  a n d  fa il  to  see th a t  
ru le s  g o v e r n  e v e r y th in g ?  W e  h a v e  p e r  
fe c t  fa ith  in  th e  la w s m a n ife s te d  th ro u g h  
a s tro n o m y , b io lo g y , a n d  p h y s ics . H o w  
d oes it  h a p p e n , th e n , th a t  w e  h a v e  fa s h  
io n e d  th e  c o n c e it  th a t  th e r e  a re  la w s 
g o v e r n in g  e v e r y th in g  e x c e p t  u s?  W e  
a lo n e  o f  a ll l iv in g  th in g s  h a v e  th e  g lo r i  
o u s  p r iv ile g e  o f  se lf -d e s tru c tio n . I t  
w o u ld  se e m  th a t  w e  w ish  to  b e  u n iq u e , 
b u t  i f  w e  d o  n o t c o rre c t  th a t  c o n c e it  
w e  sh a ll m e re ly  b e c o m e  e x t in c t .  O f  
c o u rs e , in  fa c t ,  w e  sh a ll n o t e v e n  h av e  
th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  e x t in c t io n ; w e  m a y  d e  
stro y  o u r  w o rld , b u t  w e  m u s t  c o n tin u e  
to  liv e  w ith  o u rse lv e s  u n til  w e  c a n  h o n  
estly  e n jo y  th e  a s s o c ia t io n .

T h o s e  lo n g  fe d  o n  th e  b e lie f  th a t  G o d  
is  in  a s ta te  o f  p e rp e tu a l ra g e  a n d  c a n  
o n ly  b e  p a c if ie d  by  o n e  k in d  o f  sa c r if ic e  
o r  a n o th e r  w ill h a v e  d ifficu lty  in  a c c e p t  
in g  th e  o ld  w isd o m  te a c h in g s . T h e  
a n c ie n t  p h ilo so p h e rs  w e re  co n v in c e d  th a t 
m a n  w a s  n o t th e  v ic t im  o f  d iv in e  d is  
p le a su re , r a th e r  th e  so rry  p ro d u ct o f  h is  
o w n  fo o lish n e s s . N o  d e ity  e v e r  co u ld  
p la g u e  a c r e a t io n  as e ffe c tiv e ly  as h u m a n  
b e in g s  h a v e  p la g u e d  th e m se lv e s  an d  
e a ch  o th e r . T h is  led  th e  P la to n is ts  to  
th e  sa g a c io u s  o b se rv a tio n  th a t  th is  w o rld  
a n d  n o t th e  n e x t  is th e  re a l In fe r n o . 
T h e r e  is n o t a s in g le  m is fo r tu n e  th a t  
a fflicts  th e  l ife  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  m a n  w h ic h  
c a n n o t  be e x p la in e d  w ith o u t  re c o u rse  to  
ce le s tia l w h im sy .

K a r m a  is n o t a  la w  e n fo rc e d  by  a 
c o s m ic  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  s h e r if f ’s o ffice. 
A ll  c o n se q u e n c e s  a re  in h e re n t  in  th e ir  
ca u se s , a n d  o n c e  a p a tte rn  h a s  b e e n  set 
in  m o tio n  o r  a c tiv a te d  by  a n  im p u lse  o f  
th e  h u m a n  w ill , it m u st  fu lf i l l  i ts e lf . 
S o m e tim e s  it  re q u ire s  y e a rs  fo r  p a tte rn s  
to  co m p le te  th e m se lv e s , a n d  by  th a t  
t im e  th e  fa c to rs  h a v e  b e e n  o b scu re d  o r
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fo r g o tte n . U s u a lly , th e  m o tiv a tio n s  
w h ic h  d e te r m in e  th e  q u a lity  o f  k a r m a  
a re  k n o w n  o n ly  to  th e  p erso n  w h o  h as 
n o u r is h e d  th ese  m o tiv e s  w ith in  h is  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss . T h e r e fo r e ,  it is a lm o st im  
p o ssib le  to  e s t im a te  co rre c t ly  th e  k a r m ic  
fa c to r s  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  liv es  o f  o th e rs . 
W e  m u st  d e p e n d  fo r  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  th e  law  o f  c o m p e n  
sa tio n  u p o n  th o u g h tfu l  a n a ly s is  o f  o u r  
o w n  p o lic ie s  an d  a c tio n s .

M a n y  h u m a n  p r o je c ts  a re  la u n ch e d  
w ith o u t  d u e c o n s id e ra t io n  f o r  e th ic a l  
p r in c ip le s . W h e r e  u lte r io r  m o tiv e s  a re  
p re se n t a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a n  e n te r  
p rise , th e  en d  re s u lt  m u s t  be u n sa tis  
fa c to ry . In  a ll h u m a n  re la t io n s h ip s , u l 
te r io r  m o tiv e s  a b o u n d . S o m e tim e s  th ese  
ta k e  th e  fo rm  o f  a p la n n e d  p ro g ra m  
fo r  e x p lo it in g  th e  fa ith , tru s t  o r g o o d  
n a tu re  o f  o th e rs , a n d  so m e tim e s  o n ly  
n a tiv e  se lfish n e ss  is re s p o n s ib le  f o r  an  
u n ju s t  p o licy  o f  c o n d u c t. In  a n y  e v e n t, 
th e  o ffe n d e r  sets in  m o tio n  a serie s  o f  
c h a in -r e a c t io n s  w h ic h  u lt im a te ly  re tu rn  
to  h im , b r in g in g  w ith  th e m  u n p le a sa n t 
h a p p e n in g s . T h e  f ir s t  in s t in c t , w h e n  w e 
fin d  o u rse lv e s  in  a  p re d ic a m e n t, is  to 
a ssu m e  th a t  th e  im m e d ia te  o r  a p p a r e n t  
ca u se  is  th e  re a l c a u se . W e  sp e n d  m u c h  
o f  o u r  t im e  tr y in g  to  c o n v in c e  o u rse lv e s  
th a t  o th e rs  a re  re sp o n sib le  f o r  o u r  tro u  
b les , b u t o n ly  o n  ra re  o c ca s io n s  d o  w e  
su cceed  in  d e ce iv in g  ev e n  o u r  o w n  
m in d s .

E v e r y  h u m a n  p e rso n a lity  h a s  its l im  
ita t io n s , its  p e c u lia r it ie s , a n d  its  m e n ta l 
a n d  e m o tio n a l b lin d  sp o ts. I t  is  n o t  in  
te n d e d  th a t  m o rta ls  b e  p e r fe c t  a t  th is  
t im e , a n d , as lo n g  as im p e rfe c tio n s  c o n  
t in u e  to e x is t , th e r e  w ill  be a d e g re e  o f  
in s e c u r ity  in  h u m a n  re la t io n s . W e  d e  
stro y , h o w e v e r , th e  v a lu e  o f  e x p e r ie n ce  
w h e n  w e a t te m p t  to  e x p la in  a w a y  th e  
ca u ses  o f  o u r  p ro b le m s. I n  th e  u n iv e rse , 
ig n o ra n c e  is n o t acce p te d  as a n  e x cu se  
fo r  b e n ig h te d  c o n d u c t . I t  is  tru e  th a t 
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  is n o t e x p e c te d  o r  re  
q u ire d  to  so lv e  p ro b le m s  b e y o n d  h is  
ca p a c ity . T h a t  is w h y  th e  re sp o n sib ility  
fo r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  co sm o s is n o t 
u p o n  h is  sh o u ld e rs . H e  is, h o w e v e r , re  
q u ire d  by N a tu r e  to  so lv e  th o se  m y s  
te r ie s  w h ic h  p e rta in  to  h im s e lf  a n d  to  
th o se  w ith  w h o m  h e  h a s  im m e d ia te  re  

la tio n s h ip . O n ly  e n lig h te n e d  h o n e s ty  
ca n  b r e a k  th e  se q u e n ce s  o f  c r im e  a n d  
p u n is h m e n t. E a c h  t im e  w e  c o m p ro m is e  
p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  w e  k n o w  a re  tru e  a n d  
r ig h t ,  w e  m u st  p re p a re  o u rse lv e s  to  pay 
fo r  th is  in d is c re t io n . W e  c a n n o t  escap e  
in  a n y  w a y , fo r  e v e n  d e a th  d oes n o t 
b re a k  th e  se q u e n c e s  o f  ca u se  a n d  e ffe c t .

A ll te rm in a l v ir tu e s  o r  s ta te s  a n d  c o n  
d it io n s  re a liz e d  to  be d e s ira b le  re su lt 
f r o m  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  ru le s p e c u lia r  to  
th ese  d e s ira b le  e n d s . F o r  e x a m p le , 
p e a ce  is  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  p ea ce  a n d  
is n o t  th e  re s u lt  o f  w a r . T h e r e  a re  tw o  
w a y s in  w h ic h  n a t io n s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  
c a n  a tta in  to  th e  s ta te  o r  c o n d it io n  o f  
p ea ce . T h e  f ir s t  is th r o u g h  w a r , by  
w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l o r  th e  so cia l c o l 
le c t iv e  u lt im a te ly  d isco v e rs  th a t  w a r  can  
e n d  o n ly  in  w a r . T h i s  is th e  n e g a tiv e  
a p p ro a c h . I t  re q u ire s  th e  c o m p le te  e x  
h a u s t io n  o f  in te rn a l a n d  e x te rn a l re  
so u rces  u n t il ,  a t  lo n g  la s t , th e  u n iv e rsa l 
la w  is  re c o g n iz e d  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e d . 
T h i s  r e c o g n it io n  e n d s  in  th e  e s ta b lis h  
m e n t  o f  c o n v ic t io n s , b u t it is a lo n g , 
p a in fu l , a n d  te r r ib le  w a y  o f  e n lig h te n  
m e n t . W e  m u st  d isco v e r  in  o u r  h e a rts  
th a t  it  is a n  im m u ta b le  la w  o f  th e  u n i 
v erse  th a t  h e  w h o  so w s th e  w h ir lw in d  
sh a ll re a p  th e  w h ir lw in d .

T h e  se co n d  a n d  d ir e c t  w ay  is to  set 
in  m o t io n , by  c o n sc io u s  w ill an d  a c t io n , 
th e  p a tte rn  o f  p ea ce . T h e  w o rd  its e lf  
im p lie s  a  co m p o u n d  o f  w h ic h  th e  p r in  
c ip a l in g r e d ie n t  is in te g r ity . I t  m a y  re  
q u ir e  a  g re a t  e ffo r t  w ith in  th e  c h a r a c te r  
to  ch o o se  r ig h te o u sn e ss  in  th e  p re se n c e  
o f  te m p ta t io n s  to  p e rso n a l a d v a n ta g e . 
I f  th is  c h o ic e  is  w ise ly  m a d e , th e  resu lts  
a re  in e v ita b ly  a n d  in v a r ia b ly  g o o d . P e r  
h a p s it w o u ld  be b e tte r  to  su ffe r  a lit t le  
in  th e  b e g in n in g  th a n  to  s u ffe r  a g re a t 
d e a l, y e a r  a f te r  y e a r  a n d  l ife  a f te r  l ife , 
u n til  th e  v ita lity  o f  th e  in v o lv e d  fo rce s  
is e x h a u s te d  by  re p e n ta n c e . W h y , th e n , 
d o so  fe w  o f  us m a k e  th e  r ig h t  ch o ic e  
a t th e  s ta r t  o f  e n te r p r is e ?  W h e n  w e 
a s k  th is  q u e s t io n , th e  u s u a l a n s w e r  is 
th a t  th e  su ffe re rs  d id  n o t  k n o w  o r  d id  
n o t r e a liz e  th e  d if f ic u ltie s  th e y  w e re  
c r e a t in g  fo r  th e m se lv e s . A c tu a lly , th e y  
d id  n o t  b e lie v e  t h a t  u n iv e rsa l law  a n d  
o r d e r  a p p lie d  to  th e m . T h e y  m o re  o r  
less h o n e s tly  a ssu m e d  th a t  it w a s  pos-
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s ib le  to  p la n t w eed s an d  rea p  a g o o d  
h a rv e s t . F u r th e r m o r e , to  th e m  re lig io n  
a c tu a lly  ju s tif ie d  th is  a t t itu d e  hy its  d o c  
t r in e s  o f  m ir a c le s , r e p e n ta n c e , a n d  v i 
ca r io u s  a to n e m e n t. W h i le  su ch  te a c h in g s  
p re v a il, o p e ra t in g  h o n esty  is n o t co n s id  
e red  a n  e ss e n tia l in g re d ie n t  o f  c h a ra c te r .

W h e n  a p erso n  a c ts  in  a se lf ish , c r i t  
ic a l , o r  u n k in d  w a y , is m is e ra b le  as a 
re s u lt , an d  th e n  tr ie s  to e x cu se  h im s e lf  
b y  a s ta te m e n t th a t  h e d id  n o t k n o w  
a n y  b e tte r , h e  is ca s t in g  a te r r ib le  re  
fle c tio n  u p o n  th e  e d u c a tio n a l, re lig io u s , 
c u ltu r a l, a n d  e th ic a l  in s titu t io n s  w h ic h  
h e h as e sta b lish e d  an d  m a in ta in e d  at 
c o n s id e ra b le  e x p e n se  a n d  in c o n v e n ie n c e . 
T o  g ra d u a te  f r o m  a p ro m in e n t  u n iv e r  
s ity  w ith  a h ig h  sc h o la s tic  ra t in g , a P h i 
B e ta  K a p p a  k e y , a n d  a sch o la rs h ip  or 
tw o  w ith o u t  b e in g  a w a re  th a t h is  o w n  
c o n d u c t  w ill d e te r m in e  h is  su ccess  o r  
fa ilu r e  in  l ife  is a r id icu lo u s  sta te  o f  
a f fa ir s .  T h e  m o ra l im p lic a t io n  o f  th e  
la w  o f  ca u se  an d  e ffe c t  sh o u ld  b e  ta u g h t  
to  ev e ry  ch ild  fro m  th e  t im e  it is o ld  
e n o u g h  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s im p le st  m o ra l 
lesso n s . T h e  c h ild  sh o u ld  b e  ta u g h t
th a t  w h ile  it ca n  le a rn  to  d e ce iv e  o th e r  
h u m a n  b e in g s  it ca n  n e v e r  d ece iv e  th e  
u n iv e rsa l la w s w h ic h  g o v e rn  m a n , N a  
tu re , an d  th e  w o rld . L a te r ,  th e  e th ica l 
im p lic a t io n s  o f  k a r m a  sh o u ld  b e  th e  e n  
d u r in g  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g . 
I n  th e  p ro cess o f  b u ild in g  a b e tte r  w o rld , 
in te g r ity  is m o re  im p o rta n t  th a n  s k ill ,  
a l th o u g h  e a ch  c o m p le m e n ts  th e  o th e r . 
S k i l l  w ith o u t  in te g r ity  e q u a ls  d isa ste r .

I  re a liz e  fu lly  th e  d ifficu lties  a t te n d  
a n t  u p o n  a r e fo r m a t io n  o f  h u m a n  p o licy . 
W e  are  so e sta b lish e d  in  a c o n c e p t  o f  
g re e d  an d  g r a b  th a t th e  p ro sp ect o f  an 
h o n e s t w o rld  g iv e s  ca u se  fo r  th e  g ra v e s t 
a p p r e h e n s io n . I t  seem s th a t  o u r  e n tire  
e c o n o m y  w o u ld  be sh a k e n  to  its  fo u n d a  
tio n  an d  th a t  th e  b ro a d  a n d  g e n e ro u s  
p ra c tice  o f  in te g r ity  w o u ld  h a v e  a n  e f  
fe c t  m o re  ca ta c ly sm ic  th a n  a d e lu g e  o f  
a to m ic  b o m b s . M a n y  o f  o u r  o ld e st an d  
m o st c h e r ish e d  in s titu t io n s  w o u ld  c o l 
la p se  a b o u t o u r  ea rs  an d  w e  w ou ld  
sta n d  in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  a v ast ru in . 
T h i s  h as  ca u se d  a n u m b e r  o f  p ro m in e n t  
“ p r a c t ic a l” th in k e r s  to  g ra v e ly  w a rn  th e  
w o rld  a g a in s t  p o lic ie s  o f  id e a lism  in  
h ig h  p laces. N o t  lo n g  a g o , th e r e  w as

d iscu ss io n  o f  im p e a c h in g  a h ig h  p u b lic  
o ffic ia l b e ca u se  h e  in s is ted  th a t  in te g r ity  
w a s m o re  im p o rta n t  to  th e  su rv iv a l o f  
h u m a n  so c ie ty  th a n  h ig h -p re ssu re  e co  
n o m ic s .

T h e  q u e s tio n  a d v a n ce d  a t  th e  b e g in  
n in g  o f  th is  a r t ic le  w as based  u p o n  th e  
c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  th e  in d iv id u a l in s tin c t  
to  in te g r ity  a n d  th e  c o lle c tiv e  p re ssu re  o f  
a n o n e th ic a l , if  n o t u n e th ic a l , s ta n d a rd  
o f  l iv in g . Is  it p o ssib le , w ith o u t  a n  
u n re a s o n a b le  a m o u n t o f  im m e d ia te  su f  
fe r in g , to  p ra c tic e  a co d e  m o re  lo fty  
th a n  th a t  ad v o ca ted  b y  th e  c o n te m p o  
ra ry  so cia l o rd e r ?  I  say  unreasonable, 
n o t b e cau se  in te g r ity  ca n  ev er b e  esse n  
t ia lly  u n re a s o n a b le , b u t  b e c a u se  th e  a v e r  
a g e  p erso n  h a s  n o t th e  c o u ra g e  o r  w ill 
to  ex p o se  h im s e lf  to  p re ssu res w h ic h  h e 
fe e ls  h e  c a n n o t  s u s ta in . I f  a m a n  is 
ask ed  to  b e  h o n e s t a t  th e  to ta l e x p e n se  
o f  e v e r y th in g  th a t  is n e a r  a n d  d e a r to  
h im  a n d  m u st p ra c tice  h is  in te g r ity  by  
d e s tro y in g  th e  h o p es o f  h is  c h ild re n  an d  
re d u c in g  h im s e lf  to  a s ta te  o f  a b je c t  e co  
n o m ic  h e lp le ssn e ss , th is  d e m a n d s m o re  
th a n  m o st p eo p le  c a n  o r  w ill e n d u r e .

F r a n k ly ,  h o w e v e r, th e  fa c ts  a re  n o t so 
te r r ify in g  as th e  p re c e d in g  p a ra g ra p h  
m ig h t  su g g e s t . T h e r e  is still a c o n s id e r  
a b le  q u a lita t iv e  in te rv a l in  w h ic h  h u  
m a n  b e h a v io r -p a tte rn s  ca n  b e  m o d ified  
a n d  a d ju s te d . T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  can  
p ra c tice  c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  th a n  h is  p re s 
e n t d e g re e  o f  in te g r ity  w ith o u t  se r io u sly  
h a z a r d in g  h is  re a so n a b le  re q u ire m e n ts . 
T h e  d o le fu l p ic tu re  o f  m a r ty r d o m  is, to  
a d e g re e  a t le a st, m e re ly  a n  e x cu se  o r  a 
ju s tif ic a t io n  fo r  a c o n t in u a n c e  o f  u n  
e th ic a l  p ra c tice s . T h e r e  a rc  s till m a n y  
h o n e s t c it iz e n s  in  a ll w a lk s  o f  life  a n d  in  
ev ery  p ro fe ss io n . P e rh a p s  t h e ir  h o n e s ty  
is n o t d y n a m ic , b u t s till it re p re se n ts  a 
d eg ree  o f  c h a ra c te r -s tre n g th  w h ic h  is n o t 
m a k in g  life  u n e n d u ra b le .

In o r d in a te  a m b itio n s  im p e l th o se  p eo  
ple d o m in a te d  by  th e m  to  c o m p ro m is e  
th e  n a tu ra l co d e  o f  e th ic s . W e  c h e a t th e  
m o st, n o t fo r  w h a t  w e n e e d , b u t fo r  w h a t 
w e w a n t  b e y o n d  o u r  n e e d s. A  m a n  o n c e  
c a m e  to  m e  w ith  a p ro b le m . H e  w as 
y o u n g ish , e a g e r is h , an d  e th ic a lly  im m a - 
tu r ish . H e  e x p la in e d  h is s itu a t io n  th u s : 
“ I  h a v e  reso lv ed  to  m a k e  a m il l io n  d o l 
la rs  by  th e  t im e  I  a m  fo rty . T h i s  is  m y
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g o a l in  l ife . I  c a n n o t  m a k e  a m il l io n  
d o lla rs  f r o m  m y  p re se n t p o s itio n  w ith o u t  
e n g a g in g  in  u n e th ic a l  p ra c tice s . T h e  
w o rld  w ill n o t p e r m it  m e  to  a c c u m u la te  
su ch  a su m  h o n e s tly , so w h a t  sh a ll I 
d o ? ” W h i le  h is  s ta te m e n t w a s  a b it  
b lu n t  an d  la ck e d  th e  fin esse  u su a lly  as 
so cia ted  w ith  su ch  a m b it io n s , th is  m a n  
su m m e d  u p  th e  p re v a ilin g  te m p e r . In  
a g e n e r a tio n  in  w h ic h  to o  m a n y  fo lk  
m u st  be r ich  o r  be m is e ra b le , th e  m a jo r  
ity  o f  th e m  w ill  in  t im e , i f  th e y  h av e  
th e  a b ilitie s  a n d  th e  re so u rce s , b e co m e  
rich  a n d  m is e ra b le .

S u c h  u n iv e rsa l la w s as re b ir th  an d  
k a rm a  h a v e  n o  c o n c e r n  w ith  th e  w e a lth  
o r  p o v e rty  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s . N a tu r e  
d oes n o t d e cre e , re q u ire , o r  e v e n  d esire  
th a t  a n y b o d y  be w e a lth y  o r  p o o r, an d  
th o se  w h o se  m in d s  b e c o m e  to o  d eep ly  
a b so rb e d  in  th e ir  d re a m s o f  m a te r ia l  
su ccess u su a lly  b e co m e  a l it t le  ca re less  
in m a tte rs  o f  e th ic s . T h e  o n ly  p a rt o f  
th e  p ro ce e d in g s  w h ic h  in te re s ts  th e  u n i  
v erse  is th is  ca re le ssn e ss , fo r  w h ic h  it 
h as a p p ro p ria te  re m e d ie s . W ith in  a 
sp h ere  o f  m o d e ra t io n , th e  a v e ra g e  p er 
son  ca n  m a k e  c e r ta in  a d ju s tm e n ts  o f  
c h a r a c te r  w h ic h  w ill in cre a se  h is  c o n  
te n tm e n t  an d  se c u rity  w ith o u t  e n d a n g e r  
in g  th e  su ccess o f  a n y  re a so n a b le  p r o j 
e c t . A f te r  a ll ,  m o st o f  u s su ffe r  la rg e ly  
fro m  d isp o s itio n a l v io la tio n  o f  e th ic s , 
a b o u t w h ic h  so c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l is c o m  
p le te ly  in d if fe re n t.

In te g r ity  is a c o m b in a tio n  o f  h o n e s ty  
an d  in te llig e n c e . M a n y  fo lk s  h av e  
w ro n g ly  d ia g n o se d  th e ir  o w n  tro u b le s . 
T h e y  b e lie v e  th a t th e y  a re  b e in g  p u n  
ish ed  fo r  h o n e s ty , w h e n  in  fa c t  th e y  are  
b e in g  p u n ish ed  fo r  la c k  o f  in te llig e n c e . 
H o n e s ty  is n o t a su b s titu te  fo r  a b ility  o r  
sk ill  o r  fa rs ig h te d n e ss  o r  d e v o tio n  to  th e  
w o r k  a t  h a n d . T h o s e  w h o  p rid e  th e m  
se lv es th a t  th e y  h a v e  n o t co m m itte d  an 
ev il sh o u ld  a lso  in q u ire  as to  w h e th e r  
th e y  h a v e  p e rfo rm e d  a v ir tu e . T h e r e  is 
a c la ss  o f  so -ca lled  “ g o o d ” p eo p le  w h ic h  
is th e  d e sp a ir  o f  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th , a n d  
a h o rr ib le  o b je c t  lesso n  to  its  fe llo w  
m a n . T h e s e  d u ll, “ g o o d ” p eo p le  su ffe r  
ju s t  as m u ch  as th e  s m a rt , bad  p eo p le , 
b e ca u se  b o th  g ro u p s  a re  b r e a k in g  th e  
la w . O n e  is d u ll an d  th e  o th e r  is b ad , 
a n d  N a tu r e  h as a p a r t ic u la r  re m e d y  fo r

ea ch  c la ss , an d  th e  m e d ic in e  is b it te r .
T h e  g o o d  c a n  su ffe r  b e ca u se  th e y  a re  

n o t w ise ly  g o o d , an d  th e  v ery  w o rd  
good  h as b e co m e  so  w e a k  in  m e a n in g  
th a t  it is a p p lie d  to  a lm o st a n y th in g  th a t  
h a s  a n  a tm o sp h e re  o f  sa n c t ity . N a tu r e  
d oes n o t p u n ish  h u m a n  b e in g s  b e cau se  
th e y  try  to  liv e  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  th ey  
b e lie v e . I t  o n ly  p u n ish es  w h e n  th o se  
p r in c ip le s  a re  w ro n g  o r  h a v e  b e e n  m is  
in te rp re te d  so  th a t  th e  re su lts  o f  a d d ic  
t io n  to  th e m  a re  b a d . C e r ta in  it is th a t  
w e  m a y  c o n se c ra te  o u r  h e a rts  a n d  m in d s  
to lo fty  id e a ls  w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  lo s in g  
ca ste . In  th e  f ir s t  p la ce , n o  o n e  ca n  
a c tu a lly  in tru d e  u p o n  o u r in n e r  liv es  
w ith o u t  o u r  c o n se n t. A s  I  h a v e  sa id  
b e fo re , I  h a v e  k n o w n  o f  n o  ca se  in 
w h ic h  a n  in d iv id u a l g o t in to  tro u b le  b e  
ca u se  h e  c o n tro lle d  h is  te m p e r , o v e rca m e  
in s tin c ts  o f  je a lo u s y , o r  re fra in e d  fro m  
id le  g o ss ip . H e  u su a lly  a tta in e d  th e  sta te  
o f  b e in g  o b n o x io u s  by  m a k in g  a la rg e  
issu e o u t o f  h is  p re te n s io n  to  v irtu e s  a n d  
th e n  fa il in g  to  p ra c tic e  a n y  o f  th e m  
w h e n  th ey  th re a te n e d  to  in h ib it  th e  e c  
c e n tr ic it ie s  a n d  ex ce sses  o f  h is  d is p o s i 
t io n . I f  w e  m ov e in to  a s itu a t io n  w ith  
a n  e x te n s iv e  b a g g a g e  o f  co n ce p ts  a n d  
p re ce p ts  w h ic h  w e  im p o se  u p o n  o th e rs  
b u t fa ils  to  e x e m p lify  to  a n y  d e g re e , w e 
a re  o f  th o se  “ g o o d ” p eo p le  w h o  c o n  
s t itu te  o n e  o f  th e  h e a v ie s t b u rd e n s  th a t 
flesh m u st  b e ar.

I  h a v e  h a d  sev e ra l fa m ilie s  d iscu ss 
w ith  m e  th e ir  d e sire s  to b u ild  a n  h o n o r  
a b le  ca re e r  in th is  la c k a d a is ic a l  sp h ere . 
T h e  b r e a d w in n e rs  in th ese  fa m il ie s  d id  
n o t w ish  to  e n g a g e  in  b u sin e ss  in w h ic h  
it  w a s n e ce ssa ry  fo r  th e m  to  be d ish o n e st 
o r  d is h o n o ra b le  in  o rd e r  to  c o n tin u e  e m  
p loy ed . A s  th e  p eo p le  w e re  p e rfe c tly  
read y  a n d  w ill in g  to  w o rk  a n d  had  
g o o d  p r in c ip le s , th e y  w e re  a ll a b le  in  a 
re a so n a b le  le n g th  o f  t im e  to  a sso c ia te  
th e m se lv e s  w ith  f ir m s  a n d  o r g a n iz a tio n s  
w h ic h  th e y  co u ld  h o n e s tly  a d m ire . O n e , 
a n u rse , c h a n g e d  e m p lo y m e n t sev era l 
t im e s  b e fo re  sh e  fo u n d  a d o cto r  w h o  
w a s tru ly  p r a c t ic in g  th e  sp ir it  o f  m e d i 
c in e . A n o th e r , w h o  w ish e d  to  b e  a 
sa le sm a n , tr ie d  sev e ra l p ro d u cts  an d  f i 
n a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  a f ir m  w h o se  m e r  
c h a n d is e  h e  re g a rd e d  as m e r ito r io u s . 
N o n e  o f  th ese  y o u n g  p eo p le  h ad  a n y
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se r io u s  tro u b le  a d v a n c in g  in  th e ir  
e m p lo y m e n t, a n d  th e  q u a lit ie s  o f  th e ir  
c h a r a c te r s  w e re  r e c o g n iz e d  a n d  a p p re  
c ia te d . T h e y  w e re  w ise  e n o u g h  to  be 
s k i l lfu l  a n d  in d u s tr io u s  as w e ll as h o n  
o r a b le . I n  o n e  in s ta n c e , sev e ra l less 
h o n o ra b le  b u t  e q u a lly  in d u s tr io u s  e m  
p lo y ees  h a v e  b e e n  d ro p p ed  fr o m  th e  
ro lls . H o n e s ty  is n o t a se r io u s  d is a d  
v a n ta g e  to  th o se  o f  m o d e ra te  a m b itio n s  
i f  it is c o m b in e d  w ith  p o sitiv e  asse ts  o f  
c h a r a c te r .

I f  th e r e  is  tro u b le  in  th e  jo b , i t  is 
m u c h  m o re  l ik e ly  th a t  d is a g re e a b le  
t r a its  o f  c h a r a c te r  an d  n o t o u r  h ig h  
e th ic s  a re  th e  ca u se , b u t  i f  w e  a re  a 
co m p o u n d  o f  a v ery  lite r a l, u n im a g in a  
t iv e  k in d  o f  h o n e s ty  a n d  a b ad  d isp o s i 
t io n , w e are  in c lin e d  to  b la m e  o u r  lo fty  
s ta n d a rd s  a n d  n o t  o u r  te m p e ra m e n ts  fo r  
o u r  tro u b le s . I f  th e  tr u th  w e re  k n o w n , 
th e r e  is s t ill  co n s id e ra b le  ap p la u se  fo r  
d e m o n stra te d  in te g r ity , a n d  m o st p eo p le  
a re  so t r a d it io n a lly  in v o lv ed  in  th e  c o n  
ce p t o f  th e  g o ld e n  ru le  th a t  th e y  w ill 
a p p la u d  it ev en  th o u g h  th e y  d o n o t 
p ra c tic e  it . I  o n c e  k n e w  a n  e m in e n tly  
d is h o n e s t b u sin e ss  m a n , w h o  sa id  th a t  
th e  m o st im p o rta n t  p erso n  in  h is  in s titu  
t io n  w a s  a c e r ta in  se c re ta ry  w h o  w as 
in c o r r u p t ib le . A f te r  c h e a t in g  a n d  c h is e l 
l in g  fo r  h a l f  a c e n tu ry , th e  m a n  to ld  
m e  t h a t  i f  th is  se c re ta ry  ev er fa ile d  h im  
h e  w o u ld  lose  a ll fa ith  in  th e  n o b ility  
o f  h u m a n  n a tu re .

T h e  n e x t an d  la rg e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  
v o lv e s  th e  c o lle c tiv e  so cia l a n d  p o lit ic a l 
p re ssu re s  w h ic h  o u tr a g e  th e  h o n o ra b le  
p e r s o n ’s sen se  o f  v a lu es . I t  is d if f ic u lt  
so m e tim e s  to  a c c e p t le a d e rsh ip  f ro m  p e r  
so n s  w e d o  n o t  re g a rd  as h o n o ra b le , a n d  
w e l ik e  to  th in k  th a t  th e  c o rru p tio n s  
o b v io u s  in  o u r  sy stem  a re  re sp o n sib le  
f o r  o u r  in t im a te , p e rso n a l m is fo r tu n e s . 
W e  re s e n t g o v e r n m e n ta l m is m a n a g e  
m e n t , p o lit ic a l d is h o n e s ty , p ro fe ss io n a l 
c o r r u p tio n , a n d  in d u s tr ia l  e x p lo ita t io n . 
A l l  th e se  e n v ir o n m e n ta l fa c to rs  w o rk  
a h a r d s h ip  u p o n  us a n d  m a k e  u s  fee l 
t h a t  w e  m u st p lay  th e  g a m e , ev en  
a g a in s t  o u r  w ills , in  o rd e r  to  m e e t th e  
fa ls e  s ta n d a rd s  w h ic h  d o m in a te  o u r so  
c ie ty . H e r e  a g a in , h o w e v e r , I  w o n d e r 
i f  w e d o  n o t sw a llo w  th e  c o w  a n d  ch o k e  
o n  th e  ta il .

M o st  o f  us a re  w e ll-sa tis f ie d  w ith  th e  
lu x u r ie s , c o n v e n ie n c e s , a n d  e x tra v a  
g a n c e s  w h ic h  su rro u n d  u s. W e  re se n t 
th e  fa c t  th a t  w e  c a n n o t  bu y  e v e r y th in g  
w e  see a n d  c o m p e te  in  te rm s  o f  p osses 
sio n  w ith  o u r  w e a lth ie s t  n e ig h b o rs . I f  
w e  a re  re a lly  g o in g  to  b e  id e a lis ts  a n d  
s in ce re ly  d e s ire  to  e n r ic h  in te rn a l c o n  
sc io u sn e ss , w e m u st  b e  w ill in g  to  g e t 
a lo n g  w ith o u t  a n u m b e r  o f  th in g s  w e 
n e v e r  n eed ed . A s o u r  d esires  a re  s t im u  
la ted  by  e v e r y th in g  th a t w e  see , w e  are  
v e ry , v e ry  h u m a n , b u t n o t v e ry , v ery  
w ise . N o t  lo n g  a g o , I  ta lk e d  to  a m a n  
w h o  w a s e sp e c ia lly  p ro u d  o f  h is  so n . 
“ H e  h ad  a b a d  s ta r t ,”  th e  g e n tle m a n  
e x p la in e d , “ as a ll b o y s m u st  h a v e  w h e n  
th e y  h a v e  a fa th e r  w o rth  a m il l io n  d o l 
la rs . B u t  th e  lad  w a s lu c k y . I n  1 9 2 9 , 
I  lo s t ev ery  n ic k e l ,  a n d  th a t  sav ed  h im . 
H e  w a s in  c o lle g e . H e  b e lo n g e d  to  a 
n u m b e r  o f  fr a te r n it ie s , a n d  w a s  sh o w in g  
e a rly  s ig n s  o f  d is s ip a tio n . W h e n  th e  
c ra sh  c a m e , h e h a d  to  g o  to  w o r k , an d  
th a t  w a s th e  f ir s t  m o m e n t  h e  ev er 
w a n te d  to  g o  to  sc h o o l. H e  w o rk e d  
h is  w a y  th ro u g h  th e  la s t  tw o  y ears o f  
c o lle g e  in  a s m a ll sch o o l w ith o u t  m u c h  
h ig h  so c ie ty . T o d a y , h e  is o n e  o f  th e  
f in e s t  m e n  y o u  w o u ld  e v e r  w a n t  to  
k n o w , h a p p ily  m a rr ie d , a n d  a le a d e r  in 
h is  p ro fe ss io n . E v e ry  t im e  I  see  h im , I  
say  to  m y s e lf, “ T h a n k  G o d  I  h ad  to  c u t  
o u t  y o u r a llo w a n c e .”

M a n y  m e n  in  th is  c o u n try  h av e  b u ilt  
fo r tu n e s  b y  q u e s t io n a b le  m e a n s  in  o rd e r  
to  g iv e  th e ir  c h ild re n  ev ery  a d v a n ta g e  
th a t  th e  w o rld  a ffo rd s . A s  a re s u lt , 
th e s e  c h ild r e n  a re  a m o n g  so c ie ty ’s m o st 
d is tin g u ish e d  fa ilu r e s . In  th is  l if e ,  too  
m u c h  is ju s t  a s  b a d  as n o t e n o u g h . 
M o d e r a tio n  is th e  se cre t o f  e sse n tia l 
p ro g re ss  an d  se c u r ity . M e n  c a n  b e  h o n  
e s t, i f  th e y  a re  w ill in g  to  b e  m o d e ra te ; 
a n d  th is  v ery  m o d e ra t io n  se ts  u p  se  
q u e n c e s  o f  ca u se  a n d  e ffe c t  w h ic h  en d  
in  e ss e n tia l  p ro g ress .

O n e  tra g e d y  th a t  m u st  b e  g iv e n  se r i 
o u s c o n s id e ra t io n  is th e  d iv is io n  w h ic h  
e x is ts  in  m a n y  fa m ilie s . S o m e  m e m b e rs  
n a tu ra lly  d e s ire  to  b e  m o d e ra te , an d  
o th e r s  d e m a n d  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  a d v a n  
ta g e s , p r iv ile g e s , a n d  o p p o rtu n itie s  w h ic h  
a re  n o t n e ce ssa ry  o r  e ss e n tia lly  d e s ira b le . 
I n  fa m il ie s  w h e r e  th e  m e m b e r s  e a rn e stly
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d e sire  e a c h  o th e r ’s h a p p in e ss , th e y  a re  
in c lin e d  to  c a te r  to  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  u n  
re a s o n a b le  h u sb a n d s , w iv e s , or c h ild re n . 
P e rs o n s , n o t o f  th e m se lv e s  in c lin e d  to  
im m o d e r a t io n , a re  m o v e d  by th e ir  sy m  
p a th ie s  to  sa tis fy  th e  e m o tio n s  a n d  a p  
p e tite s  o f  th o se  w h o m  th e y  lo v e . T h u s ,  
th e y  a c t  a g a in s t  th e ir  o w n  b e st  ju d g  
m e n t , a n d  th e r e  is tro u b le .

T h e  o n ly  re m e d y  f o r  th ese  d o m e stic  
co n flic ts  is so u n d  a d v ice  a n d  h o m e  p la n  
n in g . C l in ic s  a re  a v a ila b le  to d a y  w h ic h  
c a n  ass is t a n d  g u id e  th o se  se r io u sly  
d e siro u s o f  l iv in g  w e ll in  a d o m e stic  
p a tte rn . S u c h  as a rc  n o t w ill in g  to  be 
re a s o n a b le  m u st  fa c e  th e  co n se q u e n c e s  
o f  se lfish n e ss  a n d  u n k in d lin e s s . I t  d oes 
n o  g oo d  to  h u m o r  th e m , a n d  it m ay  
ru in  o th e r  liv es in  th e  fu tu r e . W h e n  
w e fee l th a t  w e  o w e  o u r  c h ild re n  a n  
e d u c a tio n  a n d  a g o o d  s ta r t  in  l ife , th a t 
sh o u ld  m e a n  th a t  w e m u st use ev ery  
m e a n s  in  o u r p o w e r  to  in s p ire  th e m  a n d  
in s tr u c t  th e m  in  p o lic ie s  o f  in te l lig e n t  
h o n e s ty . T o  fa il in  th is  is fa r  m o re  
se r io u s th a n  to  b e  u n a b le  to  f in a n c e  fo r  
th e m  a c o lle g e  e d u c a tio n .

T h e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  k a rm a  a re  th e  b as ic  
fa c ts  o f  e th ic s . C a u s e  a n d  e ffe c t  in  th e  
sp h e re  o f  m o ra l l ife  sh o u ld  b e  as c o m  
m o n ly  k n o w n  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e d  as th e  
law  o f  g ra v ity  an d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  
B il l  o f  R ig h ts . I f  th e  p eo p les o f  th e  
w o rld , e sp e c ia lly  th o se  in  h ig h  e s ta te , 
co u ld  c o m e  to  k n o w  a n d  lo v e  th e  d o c  
t r in e s  o f  re b ir th  an d  k a r m a , th e s e  law s 
w o u ld  fu r n is h  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  a p ra c  
t ic a l r e lig io n  w h ic h  co u ld  a c h ie v e  p eace 
o n  e a r th  a n d  g o o d  w ill a m o n g  m e n . 
U n le s s  th e y  w e re  co m p le te  m a te r ia lis ts  
w ith in  th e m se lv e s , m o st o f  th e  w o r ld ’s 
lea d ers  co u ld  n o t a d v o ca te  th e  p ra c tice s  
an d  p o lic ie s  w h ic h  th e y  a re  s tr iv in g  so 
d e sp e ra te ly  to  d e fe n d  a n d  m a in ta in . 
M a te r ia lis m  m u st  fa il  b e ca u se  it d oes n o t 
d e fe n d  th e  in e v ita b ility  o f  e n lig h te n e d  
e th ic s . U n le s s  m a n  b e lie v e s  in  p o w ers 
s u p e r io r  to  h im s e lf , h e  c a n n o t  re scu e  h is  
o w n  l i f e  f r o m  th e  se lf ish n e ss  w h ic h  
d o m in a te s  h is  co d es o f  a c tio n .

T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  a re  
n o t, a s  in d iv id u a ls  o r ev en  as m in o r ity  
g ro u p s , c a p a b le  o f  fo r c in g  a re fo r m a tio n  
o f  th e ir  w o rld . F o r tu n a te ly , th e  la w  o f  
k a r m a  d oes n o t  r e q u ir e  th a t  a n y  p erso n

a c h ie v e  th e  im p o ss ib le  in  o r d e r  to  b e  
v ir tu o u s . B u d d h a  ta u g h t  th a t  th e  la w  
o f  k a r m a  b o u n d  a ll c re a tu re s  d o m in a te d  
b y  th e  i llu s io n  o f  m a tte r . A s  lo n g  as 
m a te r ia l  th in g s  a re  im p o rta n t , to  th e  
d e g re e  th a t  w e in v e s t in  th e m  a ll o u r  
h o p es a n d  a sp ir a tio n s , w e  a re  th e  v ic tim s  
o f  th e  p o lic ie s  a n d  in s titu t io n s  w h ic h  
m a n  h im s e lf  h a s  c re a te d .

T h is  b r in g s  us to  th e  f in a l p h a se  o f  
th e  q u e s tio n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  a sk e d . T h e  
la w  o f  k a rm a  c a n n o t  o p e ra te  a g a in s t  
a n y  in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  n o t h im s e lf  
b r o k e n  th e  ru le s  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p la n . 
W e  a re  n o t d estro y ed  o r  in ju r e d  o r 
p u n ish e d  a lo n g  w ith  th e  g u ilty  s im p ly  
b e c a u se  w e  h a p p e n  to  b e  th e r e  a t th e  
t im e . W e  a re  re p r im a n d e d  o n ly  w h e n  
w e o u rse lv e s , by  o u r o w n  a c t io n s , a re  
in v o lv e d  in  th e  g u ilt  a n d  o n ly  to  th e  
d e g re e  th a t  w e  a re  so in v o lv e d . I f  o u r 
h o p e s , d re a m s , a n d  a sp ira tio n s  a re  c e n  
te re d  u p o n  o b je c tiv e s  th e m se lv e s  w ro n g , 
w e  s u ffe r  w h e n  th e se  o b je c tiv e s  a re  
c h a n g e d  o r  re m o v e d .

P u n is h m e n t  fo r  th e  fa u lt  o f  w o r ld li  
n ess ca n  a ffe c t  o n ly  th e  w o r ld ly . T h e  
d ifficu lty  se e m s to  be th a t  w e a re  a ll a 
b it  w o rld ly . A s  in te rn a l e n lig h te n m e n t  
re v e a ls  th e  u n iv e rsa l t r u th s , w e  g a in  a n  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  v a lu e s  w h ic h  cau ses 
us to  d e p a rt f ro m  th e  fa lse  a n d  c lin g  
to  th e  tru e . W h e n  th is  d e c is io n  h as 
b e en  m a d e , w e a re  fre e  f ro m  th e  ty ra n  
n y  o f  p h y s ica l th in g s . W e  ca n  o n ly  
escap e  f ro m  th e  w o rld  by  o u tg r o w in g  
th e  w o rld . D e a th  m a y  ta k e  m a n  o u t o f  
th e  w o rld , b u t o n ly  w isd o m  c a n  ta k e  
th e  w o rld  o u t o f  th e  m a n . A s  lo n g  as 
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  is ob sessed  b y  w o r ld  
lin ess , h e  w ill s u ffe r  fro m  th e  k a r m ic  
c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  fa lse  a lle g ia n c e s . W h e n , 
h o w e v e r , w o rld lin e ss  is t ra n s m u te d  in to  
a sp ir itu a l in te g r ity  w ith in  th e  c o n sc io u s  
ness o f  th e  in d iv id u a l, h e  is f re e , ev en  
th o u g h  h e  still  d w e lls  p h y s ic a lly  a m o n g  
w o rld ly  th in g s .

W e  o b serv e  re p e a te d ly  h o w  w h a t  a p  
p ears to  b e  a m ir a c u lo u s  in te rce s s io n  o c  
cu rs , a n d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  so m e  v a st d is  
aster a f e w  e sc a p e . L a w  c a n n o t  p u n ish  
th e  la w k e e p e r , fo r  h e  is o n e  w ith  th e  
c u r r e n t  o f  l ife , a n d  th e r e  is n o  in c o n s is  
te n cy  b e tw e e n  h is  o w n  n a tu re  a n d  th e  
p la n . M a n  c a n n o t  s u ffe r  u n less h e  a c ts
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c o n tra ry  to th e  co d e  set u p  b y  N a tu r e  
fo r  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  m o rta l a ffa irs . 
I t  fo llo w s , th e n , th a t m a n  c a n n o t  escap e 
c o lle c t iv e  d isa sters  by  ta k in g  re fu g e  in 
so m e  u n fre q u e n te d  p la ce . T h e  w o r ld  
l in e ss  in  h im  a cco m p a n ie s  h im  w h e re v e r  
h e  g o e s ; e v e n  in  h e a v e n  h e  w ill b e  m is  
e ra b le . I f  h e  d esires  to escap e  so m e c o l 
le c tiv e  ill w h ic h  h e  fe e ls  to  be im p e n d  
in g , h e  m u st  c h a n g e  th e  q u a lity  o f  h is 
o w n  co n v ic t io n s . H e  is p a rt  o f  ev e ry  
th in g  th a t  h e is l ik e , an d  o n ly  sep ara tes  
f r o m  th e  rest w h e n  th e  q u a lity  o f  l ik e  
n ess ceases. A s u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  
la w  in cre a se s , th e  stu d e n t o f  t r u th  is 
a lso  fre e d  fro m  n u m e ro u s  u n c e r ta in t ie s  
an d  a n x ie tie s  a b o u t th e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  
la w . F a i t h ,  c o u ra g e , a n d  fr ie n d lin e ss  
in c r e a se  w ith in  u s as o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  l ife  g ro w s th ro u g h  th o u g h tfu ln e s s  
an d  in te g r ity . A f te r  a t im e , w e  a re  n o  
lo n g e r  co n ce rn e d  as to  w h e th e r  w e  sh all 
su rv iv e  so m e  k a r m ic  d is tre ss . E v e n  
m o re  th a n  th is , th e  p h y sica l c ir c u m  
s ta n c e s  lose  so m u c h  o f  th e ir  s ig n if i  
c a n c e  th a t w e  are  n o t co n c e rn e d  u n d u ly  
o v e r  th e  m u ta tio n s  o f  S ta te s  a n d  E m  
p ire s . T h e  w ise  m a n  sta n d s ev er-re ad y  
to  te a c h  an d  to serv e , to g u id e  an d  to  
d ir e c t , b u t h e  h a s  a lre a d y  le a rn e d  th a t 
h e  c a n n o t  tra n s fe r  h is  in te rn a l se cu rity  
to  a n y  o th e r  p e rso n , ev en  th o u g h  h e 
lo v e s  th e m  d e v o te d ly . S e c u r ity  m u st be 
e a rn e d . I t  m u st  co m e  fr o m  a n  e x p e r i  
e n ce  o f  u n iv e rsa l ju s tic e , a n d  it ca n  o n ly  
m a tu r e  w h e n  m a n  is n o  lo n g e r  s e e k in g  
to  e sca p e  th e  ju s t  co n se q u e n c e s  o f  an y  
a c t io n , th o u g h t , o r  e m o tio n .

W e  d o n o t need  to  a b id e  by  th e  w ill 
o f  th e  m a jo r ity  e x ce p t b y  su ch  n a tu ra l 
c o n fo r m it ie s  o f  a p p e a ra n ce s  as a re  n e ce s  
sary  to  m a in ta in  th e  e sse n tia l s tru c tu re  
o f  h u m a n  so c ie ty . S o m e tim e s  it m a y  be 
th a t w e m u st say , “ S u ffe r  it to  b e  so 
n o w ; th is , to o , sh all pass a w a y .” I t  is 
n e v e r  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  us to  a cce p t th e  il 
lu s io n  o f  th e  w o rld , ev en  th o u g h  w e 
m u s t  liv e  h e re  a n d  o b ey  c e r ta in  s im p le  
fo r m s  an d  r itu a ls . In  a d e m o cra cy , th e  
in d iv id u a l m u st a lw ay s a d ju s t  h im s e lf  
to  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  th e  m a jo r ity . T h is  
d oes n o t m e a n , h o w e v e r , th a t  h e  m u st

a cce p t in w a rd ly  th a t  w h ic h  is fa lse . H e  
ca n  g ro w , u n fo ld , an d  m a tu re  h is  c o n  
sc io u sn ess  in  th is  e n v ir o n m e n t. H a d  
n o t su ch  b e e n  p o ssib le , th e  e n v ir o n m e n t 
i ts e lf  co u ld  n o t h a v e  e x is te d . I n  all 
ag es, a w o rld  d o m in a te d  by se lfish n ess 
an d  a m b itio n  h as  g iv e n  b ir th  to  h e ro e s . 
G o o d  m e n  d o n o t w a it  u p o n  g ood  tim e s , 
o r  th ey  w o u ld  n e v e r  c o m e . S tr e n g th  
o f  c h a r a c te r , i f  i t  re a lly  e x is ts , su rv iv es  
a ll sh o ck s , an d  g ro w s m o re  ra p id ly  b e  
ca u se  it  m u st h a s te n  to w a rd  th e  l ig h t.

A s  S o c ra te s  e x p la in e d , it is n o t g o o d  
fo r  w ise  m e n  to  set a n  e x a m p le  o f  la w  
lessn ess b e c a u se  th e y  reg a rd  th e  law  
as u n ju s t . I a m  r e fe r r in g , o f  co u rse , to  
m a n -m a d e  le g is la t io n s  an d  co d es. N o  
o n e  ca n  b e  h e ld  to  a p a tte rn  less th a n  
th a t  o f  h is  o w n  c o n sc ie n c e . B a d  law s 
m a y  e n sla v e  th e  ig n o r a n t , b u t th e  w ise  
m a n  c a n n o t  b e  ca p tu re d  in  th is  w a y . I f  
a ll th e  w o rld  is w ro n g , o n e  m a n  w h o  is 
r ig h t  c a n n o t  b e  m o v e d . W h e n  th e re  a p  
p ears to  b e  a n  e x c e p tio n  to  th is  ru le , it 
is b e ca u se  th e  o n e  w h o  th o u g h t  h e  w as 
r ig h t  w a s n o t so  r ig h t  as h e  th o u g h t . 
A lth o u g h  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  re in c a rn a tio n  
an d  k a r m a  w e re , to  a d e g re e , ta u g h t  by  
th e  c la ss ic  G r e e k  p h ilo so p h e rs , th e  g r e a t  
est s ta te m e n ts  o f  th ese  la w s an d  th e  m o st 
c o m p le te  l ite r a tu r e  c o n c e r n in g  th e m  are  
to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  sacred  w r itin g s  o f  
A s ia t ic  p eo p les , e sp e c ia lly  th e  B u d d h is ts . 
T h e s e  la w s  are  A s ia ’s c o n tr ib u tio n  to 
th e  e th ic a l  su rv iv a l o f  th e  w h o le  w o rld . 
W e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  h e lp  th e  E a s t  to  a 
b e tte r  s ta n d a rd  o f  p h y s ica l l iv in g , b u t 
th e  E a s t  ca n  h e lp  u s to  a b e tte r  s tan d ard  
o f  e th ic a l  a n d  m o ra l l iv in g . W e  ca n  
n e v e r  h av e  a n  h o n e s t h u m a n  so cie ty  u n  
til m e n  re a liz e  th a t th e  u n iv e rse  is h o n  
est an d  re q u ire s  h o n e s ty  f r o m  all its 
c re a tu re s . W e  c a n n o t  k n o w  th is  w ith  
o u t  a c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f  in te rn a l e n lig h t  
e n m e n t, an d  it is e n lig h te n m e n t  a b o u t 
h o n e s ty  w h ic h  lea d s n a tu ra lly  an d  d i 
rec tly  to  e n lig h te n e d  h o n e s ty . T o  k n o w  
th e  la w , to  lo v e  th e  la w , an d  to  k e e p  
th e  la w : th is  is th e  th re e fo ld  p a th  o f  
r ig h te o u sn e ss . W h o  w a lk s  th is  p a th , 
d w ells  in  th e  l ig h t , an d  fo r  h im  th e re  
is n o  fe a r .

T h e o p h r a s tu s  s a id : “ T h e  so u l p ays a h ig h  re n t fo r  h e r  h a b ita t io n  in  th e  b o d y .”



Nostradamus

The

Seer

/\ N O T H E R  m a g ic a l d ev ice  m e n tio n e d  
by N o s tra d a m u s  w a s th e  co n se  

cra ted  b a s in . E x a m p le s  o f  th ese  b o w ls  
m a y  still  b e  seen  in  old  m u se u m s side 
b y  sid e  w ith  u n ic o r n ’s h o rn s  and  
d r a g o n ’s te e th . B o w ls  m a d e  o f  c ru d e ly  
b a k e d  c la y , th e ir  in n e r  s u rfa ce s  o r n a  
m e n te d  w ith  c o m p lic a te d  fo rm u la s  and  
s tra n g e  sy m b o ls , an d  in te n d e d  fo r  p u r 
p oses o f  d iv in a tio n , h a v e  b e e n  d isco v  
ered  in  th e  r u in s  o f  S u m e r ia n  c it ie s . 
T h e s e  b o w ls  w e re  filled  w ith  w a te r  a n d , 
w h e n  p ro p e rly  c o n se c ra te d  a c c o rd in g  to 
th e  r itu a ls  o f  tra n s c e n d e n ta l m a g ic , th e  
su rfa c e  o f  th e  w a te r  w a s stra n g e ly  a g i 
ta te d  b y  th e  p re se n ce  o f  fa m il ia r  sp ir its .

H y d r o m a n c y  w a s p ra c tice d  by th e  
a n c ie n t  G r e e k  p h ilo so p h e r  P y th a g o ra s , 
a n d  o n  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  h is  d isc ip le s  h e 
h ad  th e  p o w er to ca u se  r iv e rs  and  
s tre a m s to  sp e a k . C o m te  C a g lio s tr o , th e  
la st o f  th e  m a g ic ia n s , fo re to ld  fu tu r e  
e v e n ts  by  c a u s in g  a m e sm e riz e d  ch ild  
to  g a z e  in to  th e  su rfa c e  o f  a b a s in  o f  
w a te r . T h e  co n se c ra te d  b o w l w ith  its 
s h in in g  c o n te n ts , th e  m a g ic  m ir r o r  w ith  
its  b u rn is h e d  su r fa c e , th e  cry s ta l b a ll 
w ith  its lu m in o u s  d e p th s , an d  th e  g l i t  
te r in g  p a rtic le s  o f  san d  u sed  b y  th e  
O r ie n ta l  fa k ir  a re  a ll p a rt a n d  p a rce l o f  
th e  sa m e  m a g ic a l p ro ce d u re .

A ls o , th e re  w as th e  w a n d , th a t  in d is  
p e n sa b le  sy m b o l o f  m e ta p h y s ic a l a u th o r  
ity . T h e  c o n ju r e r ’s s t ic k  is as old  as 
h u m a n  h is to ry . I t  co u ld  b e  o f  th e  p u r 
est g o ld  o r iv o ry  set w ith  je w e ls , o r  
o n ly  a tw ig  p lu ck ed  a t  a cro ssro ad  o n  
A ll  S o u l’s E v e . T h e  w a n d  w a s th e  
sce p te r  o f  th e  M y s te r ie s , c a rr ie d  b y  th e  
h ie r o p h a n t  o f  p a g a n  rites  w h e n  h e  d e  
scen d ed  in to  th e  abyss o f  e n c h a n tm e n ts . 
W ith  th is  rod  o f  a u th o r ity , th e  m a g i 
c ia n , l ik e  P ro s p e ro  in  The Tempest, 
c o n tro ls  s id e re a l sp ir its  an d  su b m u n d a n e  
sp rites .

T h e  w a n d  o f  N o s tra d a m u s  w as a 
la u re l b r a n c h , a n d  p ossessed  th e  p ro p  
ertie s  o f  a d iv in in g  ro d . W h e n  a sp ir it  
a p p e a re d , th e  en d  o f  th e  w a n d  in c lin e d  
its e lf  in  a m a n n e r  s im ila r  to th e  W a te r  
W itc h  o f  N e w  E n g la n d  fa rm  lo re . T h e  
le a fy  h ead  o f  th e  w an d  w a s used  to 
sp r in k le  th e  co n se cra te d  w a te rs  u p o n  th e  
p a ra p h e rn a lia  o f  th e  m a g ic  a rts .

F o l lo w in g  th e  ru le s  set fo r th  in  h is  
se c re t m a n u s c r ip ts , N o s tra d a m u s  a p p lied  
h is  m y s tic  m a c h in e ry  to  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
fo re k n o w le d g e . R o b e d  in  sa n ctif ie d  ra i  
m e n t , h e  to u ch e d  h is  la u re l w an d  to  th e
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w a te r s  in  th e  b a s in  a n d  a n o in te d  h is  
ro b e  a n d  h is  fo o t. A s e n c h a n tm e n ts
m u s t  b e  w r o u g h t  a t  n ig h t , th e  f lic k e r in g  
l ig h t  o f  h is  so lita ry  c a n d le  w a s  reflected  
fro m  th e  b r a z e n  le g s  o f  th e  tr ip o d . T h e  
D e lp h ic  ta b le  m o v e d  a n d  th e  a g ita t io n  
w a s co n v e y e d  to  th e  b a s in  o f  w a te r  th a t  
s to o d  o n  its  p o lish e d  to p . E d d ie s  a n d  
r ip p le s  sw ir le d  in  th e  b o w l; th e n  fro m  
th e  m id st o f  th e  w a te r  c a m e  fo r th  th e  
s h r ill  c ry  o f  th e  ca p tu re d  sp ir it .

N o s tr a d a m u s  d e scrib e s  th e  m a n n e r  in 
w h ic h  th e  s tra n g e  a g ita t io n  w h ic h  
m o v e d  th e  w a te rs  in  th e  b r a z e n  b o w l 
w a s  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  h is  o w n  b o d y . 
H i s  a rm s  s h o o k , h e  d e c la re d , a n d  co u ld  
sca rce ly  h o ld  th e  p e n ; th e  ro o m  w a s 
f il le d  w ith  a n  e e r ie  m is t ;  p h a n to m  
sh a p e s  m o v e d  to  a n d  f r o  in  th e  h eav y  
a ir ;  v a p o rs  flo ated  u p o n  th e  su rfa c e  o f  
th e  m a g ic a l se a ; a l ig h t  sh o n e  f r o m  th e  
w a te r s . I n  th e  m id s t o f  a n  a iry  tu r m o il , 
th e  sp ir it  a p p e a re d , g ird le d  a b o u t w ith  
a m a g ic a l c ir c le  o f  p e n ta g r a m s .

A s  N o s tra d a m u s  lea n ed  fo rw a rd  to  
l is te n , a sm a ll fa in t  v o ic e  sp o k e  fro m  
a cro ss  th e  v o id , a n d , s h a k in g  in  h is  
s leev es , th e  p ro p h e t w ro te  d o w n  th e  
w o rd s  t h a t  w e re  g iv e n  to  h im . T h e  
G r e e k s  ta u g h t  t h a t  p ro se  w a s  th e  sp e ech  
o f  m e n , a n d  v e rse  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  g o d s 
a n d  sp ir its . T h e  D e lp h ic  o ra c le s  w e re  
rev e a le d  in  o b scu re  h e x a m e te r , a n d  w h e n  
N o s tr a d a m u s  p u b lish e d  h is  Prophecies 
in  q u a tr a in s  a n d  se x tra in s , h e  b u t  fo l  
lo w e d  th e  p re ce d e n t e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  
p r ie s ts  o f  A p o llo .

A s  th e  re v e la tio n s  c o n t in u e d  n ig h t  
a f te r  n ig h t , t e r r o r  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e m , 
fo r  th e  s p ir it  to ld  N o s tra d a m u s  o f  th e  
g r ie v o u s  a fflic t io n s  t h a t  sh o u ld  b u rd e n  
th e  a g e s  as y e t u n b o rn . H o u r  a f te r  
h o u r  th e  v o ice  f r o m  th e  w a te rs  fo re to ld  
p la g u e s , fa m in e s , w a rs , a n d  c r im e s . T h e  
g re a t  w o u ld  c o n sp ire  a g a in s t  th e  w e a k ; 
d e sp o ts  w o u ld  a fflic t th e ir  p e o p le s ; c o r  
ru p tio n  w o u ld  sh a k e  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  
b o th  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te , a n d  th e  w o rld  
w o u ld  b e  fu ll o f  c r im e s  a n d  se d itio n s . 
Y e a r  a fte r  y e a r  w o u ld  b r in g  p a in ; g e n  
e r a t io n  a f te r  g e n e r a tio n  w o u ld  see m is  
e ry .

In g e n io u s  m e n , th e  v o ice  p re d ic te d , 
w o u ld  d ev ise  n e w  m e a n s  fo r  th e ir  c o m  
m o n  d e s tru c t io n . T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  w a rs

in  th e  a ir , b ird s  o f  d e a th  s c r e a m in g  in  
th e  n ig h t ;  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  b a ttle s  u n d e r  
th e  sea  fo r  d o m in io n  o f  th e  la n d ; fo r ts  
w o u ld  m o v e  u p o n  w h e e ls ; d e a th  w o u ld  
co m e  l ik e  l ig h tn in g , a n d  p o iso n s in  th e  
a ir  w o u ld  su ffo c a te  th e  l iv in g ; c it ie s  
w o u ld  b e  d estro y ed  by  f ire  fa ll in g  fro m  
th e  c lo u d s , an d  th e  h e lp less  w o u ld  ta k e  
re fu g e  u n d e r  th e  e a r th ; w h o le  n a t io n s  
w o u ld  b e  u tte r ly  w ip e d  o u t , a n d  a r t  a n d  
sc ie n ce  w o u ld  la n g u is h  as m e n  d ev o ted  
th e m se lv e s  w h o lly  to  co u rse s  o f  d e s tru c  
t io n .

T h r o u g h o u t  m a n y  n ig h ts  th e  sh rill  
v o ice  o f  th e  sp ir it  p ro c la im e d  th e  d o o m  
o f  a n  a fflic ted  w o rld . T h e  fu lln e ss  o f  
th e  re v e la tio n  w ill n e v e r  b e  k n o w n , fo r  
N o s tra d a m u s  d e c la re d  th a t  so te r r ify in g  
w a s th e  im p o r t  o f  th e  w o rd s  sp o k e n  to 
h im  th a t  h e  d a re d  n o t rev eal th e m  lest 
a ll  th e  h o p e s o f  h u m a n ity  b e  c ru sh e d . 
H e  p lead e d  w ith  th e  s p ir it  to  b r in g  h im  
k in d lie r  t id in g s . T h e  fo rm , flo a tin g  in 
th e  lu m in o u s  m is t , c o m p lie d . D e s p ite  
w a rs  a n d  ru m o rs  o f  w a rs , so rro w  a n d  
d e so la tio n , it a f f irm e d  th a t  in  th e  en d  
tr u th  sh o u ld  yet p re v a il ; fo r , th ro u g h  
its  o w n  “ se lf-in flic te d  p a in s ,”  m a n k in d  
w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  le a rn  th e  lesso n s o f  its 
su rv iv a l.

A t  la s t th e  p er io d  o f  re v e la tio n  c a m e  
to  a n  e n d . F o r  th e  f in a l t im e , th e  sp e c  
t ra l  sh a p e  slo w ly  fa d e d  a w a y ; th e  s p a r k  
l in g  v a p o rs  g re w  d im ; th e  w a te rs  in  th e  
b a s in  s u b s id e d ; th e  s tra n g e  a g ita t io n  
ce a s e d . N o s tra d a m u s  sto o d  a lo n e  in  h is  
s tu d y , a n d  s ile n tly  c o n te m p la te d  th a t  
s tra n g e  fu tu r e  w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  n o t  liv e  
to  see . H o w  g r e a t  w a s th e  p ro b le m  o f  
th is  k in d ly  m a n ! H e  y e a rn e d  to  g iv e  
so m e  w a r n in g  w h ic h  w o u ld  in c lin e  h u  
m a n  b e in g s  to  a w is e r  co u rse  o f  a c t io n .

L ik e  a ll g re a t  id e a lis ts , D o c to r  M i 
ch a e l lo n g e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  sh a p e  o f  th e  
in e v ita b le . H e  h a d  th e  p o w e r to  w r ite  
th e  h is to ry  o f  to m o rr o w , yet it w a s  n o  
p a rt o f  h is  in te n t io n — as h e  o b se rv e d  in  
h is  le t te r  to  K in g  H e n r y  I I — m e re ly  to  
d ep ress  m e n  w ith  th e  te rro rs  o f  th e  u n  
b o rn  fu tu re .

O u t  o f  N o s tr a d a m u s ’ m e d ita tio n s  w as 
ev o lv e d  th e  o b scu re  sty le  w h ic h  h a s  
b e e n  th e  to rm e n t  o f  h is  in te rp r e te r s  
th e se  fo u r  h u n d re d  years . I t  w a s h is  
p u rp o se  to  rev e a l— a n d  y e t c o n ce a l— by
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a c ip h e r  o f  w o rd s . T h e  re s u lt  h a s  b e e n  
w h a t  h is  e n e m ie s  h a v e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  as 
a ja r g o n , a m e a n in g le s s  m a ss  o f  w o rd s . 
N e e d le ss  to  s ta te , th e ir  v e rd ic t  w o u ld  
h a v e  g re a d y  p lea sed  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e ir  
d e tr a c tio n s , w h o se  f ir m  b e lie f  it w a s 
th a t  th o se  w h o  la ck e d  th e  w isd o m  to  
u n d e r s ta n d  sh o u ld  a lso  la c k  th e  p o w e r  
to  d isco v e r .

Y e t  a n o th e r  p ro b le m  re m a in e d  to  be 
d isp o sed  o f  by  N o s tra d a m u s . S u p p o se  
a n o th e r  p e rso n  sh o u ld  fo llo w  in  h is  fo o t  
step s a n d  p e r fo rm  th e  sa m e  c o n ju r a tio n s  
h e  h a d  u sed . T h e  sp ir it  m ig h t  b e  
e v o k e d  to  sp e a k  a g a in . I f  it d id , w o u ld  
th a t  o th e r  p ro p h e t a lso  h a v e  th e  w isd o m  
a n d  th e  p a t ie n c e  to  h id e , w ith  th e  veil 
o f  o b sc u r ity , th e  m e a n in g  o f  its fa te  
la d e n  w o rd s ?  W o u ld  h e  rev e a l to o  
m u c h  a n d  th u s  ad d  to th e  so rro w s o f  a n  
a lre a d y  b u rd e n e d  m o rta l  k in d ?  I f  a n  
o th e r  P ro m e th e u s  o f  p re v is io n  sh o u ld  
b r in g  to  a fu tu r e  g e n e r a tio n  th e  sacred  
fire  o f  p ro p h e cy , w ou ld , h e  l ik e w is e  
ta k e  th e  p re c a u tio n  to  h id e  it in  so m e 
h o llo w  re e d ?

O u t  o f  th e se  m e d ita tio n s  th e  w ise  
d o c to r  c a m e  to  a h ig h  re s o lu tio n . O n e  
n ig h t , in  th e  q u ie tu d e  o f  h is  c a b in e t  
h e  l it  th e  f la m e  o f  h is  a lc h e m ic a l fu r  
n a c e  a n d  w ith  th e  b e llo w s b le w  it to  
w h ite  h e a t. T h e n ,  to  th is  p u r ify in g  
f la m e  h e  c o n s ig n e d  h is  se c re t b o o k s  o f  
m a g ic . H e  b u rn e d  th e m  a ll— th e  scro lls , 
th e  p a rc h m e n ts , a n d  th e  p a p y ri. G o n e  
fo re v e r  w e re  th e  p r ie s tly  b o o k s  o f  Issa - 
c h a r  a n d  th e  m a g ic a l p e n ta c le s  o f  K in g  
S o lo m o n . A c c o r d in g  to  h is  o w n  a c  
c o u n t , th e  ro lls  a n d  p a rc h m e n ts  b la z e d  
u p  w ith  a n  u n e a r th ly  sp le n d o r. T h e  
ro o m  w a s a liv e  w ith  in v is ib le  p o w ers  as 
th e  f la m in g  f in g e rs  o f  th e  sa la m a n d e rs  
c lu tc h e d  a t  th e  a n c ie n t  b o o k s .

I n  a l it t le  w h ile  o n ly  ash es  w e re  le ft  
b e h in d , a n d  N o s tr a d a m u s  re m a in e d  th e  
la s t  m a n  w h o  w o u ld  e v e r  k n o w  th e ir  
c o n te n ts . I t  w a s h is  re s p o n s ib ility  to  
p e rp e tu a te , a c c o r d in g  to  h is  o w n  ju d g  
m e n t , th e  u n k n o w n  lo re . T h e  p ro p h e tic  
Centuries and Presages a re  th e  p ro d u ct 
o f  h is  d e c is io n . H e  co m p ile d  m o re  th a n  
a th o u sa n d  v erses c o v e r in g  tw o  th o u sa n d  
y ears o f  th e  w o r ld ’s h is to ry , d e d ica te d  
th e m  to  h is  k in g , a n d  le f t  th e m  to  fa r  
p la ce s  a n d  d is ta n t  t im e s .

O n e  d ay  a y o u n g  m a n  p re se n te d  h im  
s e lf  a t th e  d o o r  o f  D o c to r  M ic h a e l ’s 
h o u se . H is  n a m e  w a s Je a n -A y m e s  de 
C h a v ig n y , a n d  h e h ad  c o m e  f r o m  th e  
v illa g e  o f  B e a u n e . C h a v ig n y  h a d  b e e n  
a ttra c te d  to  N o s tra d a m u s  th ro u g h  th e  
in flu e n ce  o f  J e a n  D o r a t ,  w ith  w h o m  h e  
h a d  s tu d ie d  G r e e k . T h e  fa m e  o f  th e  
p ro p h e t h a d  in d u ce d  C h a v ig n y  to  p re se n t 
h im s e lf  as a d is c ip le , so s tro n g  w as h is  
d e s ire  to  d e v o te  h is  l ife  to  th e  u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  m y s tica l a rts  o f  fo re  
k n o w le d g e .

C o n v in c e d  o f  th e  y o u th ’s s in ce r ity  an d  
in  n e ed  o f  a n  a m a n u e n s is , N o s tra d a m u s  
a ccep ted  h im  in to  h is  c o n fid e n c e . 
T h o u g h  th e  seer c o u ld  n o t c o m m u n ic a te  
to  h is  n e w  p u p il th a t  s tra n g e  e n th u s ia s m  
w ith  w h ic h  h e  h im s e lf  w as f ille d , h e  
co u ld  an d  d id  su p p ly  C h a v ig n y  w ith  
im p o rta n t  k ey s fo r  in te rp r e ta t io n  o f  th e  
p ro p h e tic  w r itin g s . A s fa r  as is k n o w n , 
th is  o n e  s in c e re  fo llo w e r  is th e  o n ly  liv  
in g  p erso n  w h o m  N o s tra d a m u s  m a d e  
p a rty  to  h is  sec re t m e th o d s . T h e  in t i  
m a cy  b e tw e e n  th e se  tw o  c o n tin u e d  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  l if e  o f  N o s tra d a m u s  an d  
w a s b r o k e n  o n ly  b y  h is  d e a th .

I f  th e  p ro p h e t w a s v e ile d  a n d  o b scu re  
in  h is  w r itin g s , h e  w as f r a n k  a n d  o p en  
w ith  h is  s tu d e n t. C h a v ig n y  b e c a m e  h is  
sp ir itu a l so n , th e  h e ir  to  h is  m y s tic  w r it  
in g s . I t  is q u ite  p o ssib le  th a t  h e  d ic  
ta te d  p a rt o f  h is  p ro p h e tic  verses to  h is  
y o u n g  se cre ta ry .

A f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  m a ste r , C h a v ig  
ny p u b lish e d  so m e  in te rp r e ta t io n s  o f  th e  
Prophecies. I n  1 5 6 2 , N o s tra d a m u s  d e d i 
ca te d  a n  a lm a n a c  to  P o p e  P iu s  I V .  T h is  
d e d ic a t io n  w a s  a c c e p te d  by  H is  H o l i  
n e ss , a n d  N o s tra d a m u s  w a s sh o w n  m u c h  
re sp e c t an d  c o n s id e ra t io n  b v  th e  C h u r c h . 
In  1 5 6 6 , B r o th e r  Je a n  V a l l ie r ,  a F r a n  
c isc a n  a tta ch e d  to  th e  m o n a s te ry  at 
S a lo n , w h ic h  w a s n a m e d  D e s  M in e u rs  
C o n v e n tu le s  d e S a in t  F r a n c o is ,  re p r in te d  
th e  Prophecies w ith  e c c le s ia s tic a l p er 
m is s io n .

I n  A u g u s t  1 5 5 4 , a n  o m in o u s  e v en t 
to o k  p la ce  in  P ro v e n c e . T w o  m o n ste rs  
h a d  b e e n  b o rn , a n d  th e  c o u n try s id e  w as 
in  a n  u p ro a r  o v e r  th e  e v e n t. I t  is n o te  
w o rth y  th a t  e a r ly  sc ie n tif ic  b o o k s  a re  
r e m a r k a b le  f o r  th e  d e ta il w ith  w h ic h  
su ch  p ro d ig io u s  e v e n ts  a re  re c o rd e d .
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W h ile  to  o r d in a r y  m a tte rs  o n ly  scan ty  
a t te n t io n  m ig h t  b e  g iv e n , th e  b ir th  o f  
a m o n s te r  w a s so  p o rte n to u s  as to  be 
r iv a le d  in  im p o rta n c e  o n ly  b y  co m e ts  
a n d  fie ry  a p p a r it io n s .

In  th is  case  a n  in fa n t  w ith  tw o  h e a d s, 
e a c h  w ith  a  c o m p le te  set o f  o r g a n s , h ad  
a rr iv e d  u n e x p e c te d ly  a t  th e  v illa g e  o f  
S e n a s , to  th e  c o n s te rn a tio n  o f  its  p a re n ts  
a n d  th e  d is tress  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity . 
F u r th e r m o r e , in  c o n f ir m a tio n  o f  th e  say  
in g  th a t d isa ste rs  n e v e r  c o m e  s in g ly , 
th e r e  w a s b o rn  in  th e  to w n  o f  A u r e n s  
n e a r  S a lo n  a la m b  a lso  w ith  a n  e x tra  
h e a d . T h e s e  p ro d ig ie s  u n d o u b te d ly  p o r 
te n d e d  so m e  d ire  c a la m ity , a n d  b o th  th e  
C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  w e re  tro u b le d .

T h e r e  w a s b u t  o n e  th in g  to  d o : N o s  
t ra d a m u s  m u st b e  c o n su lte d . S o  th e  
m o n ste rs  w e re  b r o u g h t  to  h im , a n d  in  
th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  P r o  
v e n ce , th e  a s tro lo g e r  in te rp r e te d  th e  
o m e n s . T h e s e  tw o -h e a d e d  c re a tu re s , h e 
d e c la re d , p o rte n d e d  a d iv is io n  in  th e  
p o w e r  o f  F r a n c e .  T h e r e  w o u ld  be 
d o m e s tic  w o u n d s  th a t  o n ly  c e n tu r ie s  
co u ld  h e a l; th e  lo n g  s tr u g g le  b e tw e e n  
C a th o lic is m  a n d  P r o te s ta n t is m  w a s 
a b o u t  to  b e g in , a n d  th is  re lig io u s  s tr ife  
w o u ld  d iv id e  th e  n a t io n  in to  tw o  w a r  
r in g  ca m p s. T h e  a sse m b le d  e ld e rs  w ere  
d u ly  im p re ss e d , a n d  th e  in c id e n t  fo u n d  
p e r m a n e n t  re c o rd  in  th e  Histoire Chron- 
ologique de Provence by  H o n o r é  B o u c h e .

C h a v ig n y  reco rd s a n o th e r  in te re s tin g  
e p iso d e  o f  th e  c u r io u s  p o w e r e x h ib ite d  
b y  N o s tra d a m u s  o n  n u m e ro u s  o c ca s io n s . 
W h ile  d eep  in  h is  re v e rie s  o n e  n ig h t , 
th e  p ro p h e t w a s su d d e n ly  d is tu rb e d  by  
a p e rs is te n t k n o c k in g  a t  th e  f r o n t  d o o r. 
A  p a g e  o f  th e  illu s tr io u s  f a m ily  o f  d e 
B e a u v e a u  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  a  b e a u t ifu l 
a n d  v a lu a b le  d o g  to  g u a r d . In  so m e 
m a n n e r  th e  a n im a l h a d  b r o k e n  loose 
a n d  h ad  ru n  a w a y , a n d  th e  la ck e y  in  
h is  d e sp e ra tio n  h a d  tu rn e d  to  th e  a s tro l 
o g e r  as a la s t  reso rt.

B e fo r e  h is  v is ito r  co u ld  o f fe r  a n y  e x  
p la n a tio n  fo r  h is  e r r a n d  a t th a t  u n se e m ly  
h o u r  o f  th e  n ig h t— in  fa c t ,  w ith o u t  a sk  
in g  th e  s tra n g e r  h is  b u sin e ss— th e  d o cto r 
re sp o n d e d  b y  c ry in g  in  a v o ice  lou d  
e n o u g h  to  b e  h e a rd  o u ts id e : “ W h a t  is 
it , p a g e  o f  th e  K in g ?  Y o u  m a k e  a d eal 
o f  n o ise  fo r  a lo s t d o g . G o  o u t  o n  th e

ro a d  to  O r le a n s . Y o u  w ill f in d  it  led  
o n  a  le a s h .”

T o o  a sto n ish e d  to  sp e a k , th e  p ag e 
h a s te n e d  to  a fo r k  w h e r e  th e  ro ad s m e t 
a n d  in  a lit t le  w h ile  fo u n d  th e  d o g  h e ld  
by  a val le t  ju s t  as h e  h ad  b e en  to ld . 
T h i s  s to ry  w a s  w id e ly  c irc u la te d , a n d  
w a s fo llo w e d  b y  a d e lu g e  o f  re q u e s ts  fo r  
N o s tra d a m u s  to  d isco v e r  m is s in g  p er 
so n s as w e ll as lo s t a r t ic le s .

T r o n é  de C o n d o u le t , a  r ich  b u rg h e r  o f  
S a lo n , w a s w itn e ss  to  a n  im p o r ta n t  p re  
d ic t io n  m a d e  by  N o s tra d a m u s  o n  th e  o c  
c a s io n  o f h is  m e e tin g  th e  y o u n g  P r in c e  
de B e a r n . T h e  a s tro lo g e r  tu rn e d  to
th o se  a c c o m p a n y in g  th e  y o u th  w ith  th e  
p r o n o u n c e m e n t: “ T h i s  y o u n g  p rin ce
w ill s it  o n  th e  th ro n e  o f  F r a n c e  an d  th e  
t it le  o f ‘G r e a t ’ w ill be  ad d ed  to  h is  
n a m e .” T h e  a tte n d a n ts  d ism isse d  th e  
r e m a r k  w ith  a s m ile , s in ce  su c h  a c o n  
t in g e n c y  a p p e a re d  to  th e m  u n lik e ly  in  
th e  e x tr e m e . I t  to o k  th e  P r in c e  de
B e a r n  te n  y ea rs  o f  s tr ife  to  w in  h is  
k in g d o m , b u t  h e  w as e v e n tu a lly  c ro w n e d  
H e n r y  I V ,  a n d , d u e to  h is  im m e n s e  
p o p u la r ity , h e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  k n o w n  
as “ H e n r y  th e  G r e a t .”

In  1 5 6 0 , th e  s tr i fe  b e tw e e n  C a th o lic  
a n d  P r o te s ta n t  fa c tio n s  b e c a m e  g e n e ra l 
a n d , r e a c h in g  S a lo n , p u t th e  c ity  in  an  
u p ro a r . T h e r e  w e re  r io ts  in  th e  stree ts  
an d  m a n y  su ffe re d  v io le n c e  fo r  th e ir  re  
l ig io u s  d if fe re n c e s .

A lth o u g h  N o s tr a d a m u s ’ o n ly  d esire  
w a s to  b e  le ft  a lo n e  a n d  c o n tin u e  h is  
s ch o la r ly  p u rsu its  in  p ea ce , h is  n e u tr a l  
ity  w a s n o t  su ffic ie n t to  p ro te c t  h im  
fr o m  a t ta c k . H e  w a s a m a n  o f  w e a lth  
an d  im p o rta n c e  an d  w e ll-k n o w n  fo r  h is  
s tro n g  C a th o lic  le a n in g s . A ll th is  w a s  a 
so u rc e  o f  co n s id e ra b le  a n n o y a n c e  to  th e  
P ro te s ta n t  fa c t io n , in  w h o se  p e rse c u tio n s  
o f  th e  d o c to r  b o th  re lig io u s  fa n a tic is m  
a n d  p erso n a l je a lo u s y  w e re  o fte n  jo in e d .

O n  th e o th e r  h a n d , th e  d o cto rs  an d  
a p o th e ca r ie s  h ad  s tirre d  u p  th e  C a th o lic  
fa c tio n  b y  a c c u s in g  N o s tra d a m u s  o f  th e  
p ra c tice  o f  so rce ry , a n d  in s is te d  th a t  h is  
p io u s m ie n  w a s b u t  a c lo a k  to  c o n ce a l 
h is  h e re tic a l an d  d e v ilish  in c lin a t io n s . 
S o  b it te r  d id  th e  p e rse cu tio n  b e co m e  
t h a t  N o s tra d a m u s  d a re d  n o t a p p e a r on  
th e  p u b lic  s tre e ts  fo r  fe a r  o f  b o d ily  h a r m .
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T o  m a k e  m a tte rs  w o rs e , th e  O r d in  
a n c e  o f  O r le a n s , p u b lish e d  on  Ja n u a ry  
3 1 ,  1 5 6 0 , in c lu d e d  th e  fo l lo w in g : “ A n d  
b e ca u se  th o se  w h o  p ro g n o s t ic a te  th in g s  
th a t  a re  to  c o m e , p u b lis h in g  th e ir  A lm a  
n a cs  a n d  P r o g n o s t ic a t io n s , u s in g  th e  
te rm s  o f  a s tro lo g y , a g a in s t  th e  e x p re ss  
c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  G o d , a th in g  w h ic h  
o u g h t  n o t  to  b e  to le ra te d  by  a n y  C h r is  
t ia n  P r in c e , w e  p ro h ib it  a ll p u b lish e rs  
a n d  lib ra r ie s  o f  p u b lis h in g , f ro m  e x p o s  
in g  fo r  sale  a n y  A lm a n a c s  o r  P ro g n o s  
t ic a tio n s  th a t  f ir s t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  seen  
by  th e  A r c h b is h o p , th e  B is h o p , o r su ch  
as th e y  m a y  a p p o in t . A n d  a g a in s t  h im  
w h o  w ill  h a v e  co m p o se d  su ch  A lm a n a c s  
w ill b e  p ro se cu tio n  by  o u r  e x tra o rd in a ry  
ju d g e s  a n d  co rp o re a l p u n is h m e n t.”

E s p e c ia lly  d a n g e ro u s  to  N o s tra d a m u s  
w a s th e  e d ic t  b e ca u se  o f  th e  fa ls e  e d i 
t io n s  o f  th e  Prophecies a t tr ib u te d  to  h im , 
w h ic h  w e re  b e in g  c irc u la te d  u n d e r  h is  
n a m e  a n d  fo r  w h ic h  h e  co u ld  be h e ld  
p e rso n a lly  re sp o n sib le  u n d e r  th is  o r d i 
n a n ce .

J u s t  w h e n  it  seem ed  th a t  d isa ste r  w as 
in e v ita b le  fo r  N o s tra d a m u s , th e  co u rse  
o f  fa te  su d d e n ly  ch a n g e d  a n d  th e  p ro p h  
e t  e m e rg e d  tr iu m p h a n t  f r o m  a p erio d  
o f  g ra v e  a n x ie ty . H is  Prophecies b e g a n  
to  b e  fu lf i l le d  w ith  su ch  s ta r t l in g  ra p id  
ity  th a t  th e  S p a n is h  A m b a ss a d o r  w ro te  
to  h is  K in g ,  r e c o m m e n d in g  t h a t  N o s tr a  
d a m u s sh o u ld  b e  d u ly  p u n ish e d  fo r  th e  
m is fo r tu n e s  b e in g  su ffe re d  b y  F r a n c e ,  as 
th o u g h  h e  ( N o s tr a d a m u s )  h a d  b e e n  th e  
a c tu a l ca u se  o f  th e m !

T h i s  is re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  e x p e r ie n ce  
o f  W ill ia m  L i l ly ,  th e  E n g lis h  a s tro lo g e r ,

w h o  a h u n d re d  y ears la te r  fo re to ld  th e  
d a te  o f  th e  G r e a t  F i r e  o f  L o n d o n . W h e n  
h is p re d ic tio n  c a m e  tr u e , L il ly  w a s s u m  
m o n e d  to  a p p e a r  b e fo re  P a r l ia m e n t  to 
p ro v e  th a t  h e  h im s e lf  h ad  n o t p e rso n a lly  
b u rn e d  th e  c ity . L i l ly  s ta te s  th a t h e  w as 
tre a te d  q u ite  d e c e n tly  a n d  d ism issed  
w ith  h o n o rs  o f  h is  p eers t h a t  h e w as n o  
in c e n d ia r is t .

In  F r a n c e , th e  q u a tr a in s  o f  N o s tr a  
d a m u s w e re  o n  e v e ry o n e ’s lip s . H e n r y  
I I  h a d  d ied  e x a c t ly  a c c o r d in g  to  v erse  
3 5 , “ C e n tu r y  I . ” T h e  c o n sp ira c y  o f  
A m b o is e  w a s c le a r ly  in d ic a te d  in  v erse  
1 3 , “ C e n tu r y  I ; ” a lso  th e  co n sp ira cy  o f  
L y o n , v erse  5 9 , “ C e n tu ry  X . ” O n  N o  
v e m b e r  17 , 1 5 6 0 , w h ile  a t  O r le a n s , F r a n  
co is  I I  sw o o n e d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a re  
l ig io u s  c e r e m o n y . O n  D e c e m b e r  5 ,  o f  
th e  sa m e  y e a r , h e  d ied  u n e x p e c te d ly  
f ro m  an  ab c ess  in  th e  e a r . O n  th is  o c c a  
s io n  th e  V e n e tia n  A m b a ss a d o r , M ic h ie le , 
w ro te  to  th e  D o g e  th a t  e v e ry o n e  rec a lled  
th e  3 9 t h  v erse  o f  th e  “ X t h  C e n tu r y ,” 
a n d  c o m m e n te d  o n  it in  a lo w  v o ice .

A  m a n ’s su ccess , h o w e v e r , o n ly  m a k e s  
h is  p e rso n a l e n e m ie s  m o re  e m b itte r e d . 
E a c h  t im e  o n e  o f  h is  p re d ic tio n s  m e t  
w ith  f u lf i l lm e n t  w a s a fre sh  e x cu se  fo r  
c h a r g in g  N o s tra d a m u s  w ith  so rce ry . 
N e v e r  h ad  su c h  a p ro p h e t a p p ea red  in  
th e  m o d e rn  w o r ld . I t  w a s o b v io u s  th a t  
n o  m a n  w h o  h a d  n o t sold  h is  im m o r ta l  
so u l to  th e  P r in c e  o f  H e ll  c o u ld  p o ssib ly  
k n o w  so m u c h  a b o u t th e  fu tu r e . A  
G o d -fe a r in g  m a n  m ig h t  o c ca s io n a lly  u t 
te r  a p ro p h e tic  l in e , b u t  N o s tr a d a m u s ’ 
u n c a n n y  a c c u ra c y  o u tra g e d  re lig io u s  d e 
ce n cy !

{T o  be continued')

P h ile d o n u s  b la m e d  P la to  fo r  c o n t in u in g  to  s tu d y  a f te r  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a te a c h e r . 
“ H o w  lo n g  d o  y ou  in te n d  to  re m a in  a d is c ip le ? ” a sk e d  P h ile d o n u s . “U n t i l  I  a m  
a sh a m e d  o f  g r o w in g  b e tte r ,” re p lie d  th e  M a s te r .

E u c l id , o f  N e g a r a , w h e n  a sk e d  to  d e scr ib e  th e  g o d s, re p lie d : “ I  k n o w  b u t  o n e  
th in g  o f  th e m — th e y  seem  to d is lik e  c u r io u s  p e rso n s .”

W h e n  P la to  le ft  h is  sch o o l e a ch  d ay  a f te r  te a c h in g , h e  a lw a y s  tu rn e d  b a c k , say  
in g : “ S e e  to  it , y o u n g  m e n , th a t  y ou  m a k e  g o o d  use o f  y o u r  id le  t im e .”
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Plotinus - H is Essay On The Beautiful
A digest of Thomas Taylor’s translation 

from the Gree\

B e a u ty  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  ev ery  sp e cies  
o f  h a r m o n y . I t  is rece iv ed  fo r  th e  m o st 
p a rt th ro u g h  th e  eyes a n d  e a rs . I f  w e 
r ise  fro m  th e  re g io n s  o f  sen se  in to  th o se  
o f  so u l, th e r e  w e  sh a ll p erce iv e  stu d ies 
a n d  o ffic e s , a c tio n s  a n d  h a b its , sc ie n ce s  
a n d  v irtu e s  in v ested  w ith  a m u c h  la rg e r  
p o rtio n  o f  b e a u ty . W h e th e r  th e re  is 
a b o v e  th e s e  a still h ig h e r  b e a u ty  w ill apt- 
p e a r  as w e  a d v a n ce  in  its  in v e s tig a t io n .

W h a t  is it  w h ic h  ca u se s  b o d ies to  a p  
p e a r  fa ir  to  th e  ey e , so u n d s to  th e  e a r , 
a n d  s c ie n ce  an d  v ir tu e  lo v e ly  to  th e  
m in d ?  A f te r  w h a t  m a n n e r  d o  th e y  
p a r ta k e  o f  b e a u ty ?  Is  b e a u ty  o n e  a n d  
th e  sa m e  in a l l?  Is  th e  b e a u ty  o f  b o d ies  
o f  o n e  k in d  an d  th e  b e a u ty  o f  so u ls o f  
a n o th e r  k in d ?  W h a t  a re  th e y  if  th ey  
a re  tw o ?  O r  w h a t is b e a u ty  i f  it is 
p e r fe c tly  s im p le  a n d  o n e ?

S o m e  b o d ie s  a r e  b e a u tifu l by  a k in d  
o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n ; o th e rs  a p p e a r  to  be es 
s e n tia lly  b e a u tifu l in  th e m se lv e s— su ch  
is th e  n a tu re  o f  v ir tu e . S o m e  b o d ies 
a p p e a r  b e a u tifu l to  o n e  p e rso n , b u t  th e  
rev e rse  o f b e a u tifu l to  a n o th e r .

W h a t ,  th e n , by  its  p re se n ce  ca u ses  th e  
b e a u ty  o f b o d ie s ?  P e rh a p s  a c e r ta in  
p ro p o r tio n  o f  p a rts  to  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  to 
th e  w h o le , w ith  th e  a d d itio n  o f  c o lo r , 
g e n e r a te s  th a t b e a u ty  w h ic h  is  th e  o b je c t

o f  s ig h t . I f  so , th e  co m p o u n d  o n ly  can  
be b e a u tifu l w h ile  th e  s in g le  p a rts  w ill 
h av e  no  p e cu lia r  b e a u ty . Y e t  it is n e c  
essary  th a t  a lov ely  w h o le  sh o u ld  c o n  
s is t o f  b e a u t ifu l p a rts , fo r  th e  fa ir  n e v er 
ca n  rise  o u t o f  th e  d e fo rm e d . F r o m  
su ch  a d e fin it io n  a lso  it fo llo w s th a t  
b e a u tifu l co lo rs  an d  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  su n , 
s in ce  th e y  a re  s im p le  a n d  do n o t re  
ce iv e  th e ir  b e a u ty  f ro m  p ro p o r tio n , m u st 
b e  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  th e  re g io n s  o f  b e a u ty .

V ir tu e  is th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  so u l. B u t  
it h a s  sy m m e try  n e ith e r  in  m a g n itu d e  
n o r  in n u m b e rs . S in c e  th e  p arts  o f  th e  
so u l a re  m a n y , in  w h a t  p ro p o r tio n  a n d  
sy n th e s is , in  w h a t  te m p e r a m e n t  o f  p a rts , 
o r  in  w h a t  c o n co rd  o f  s p e cu la tio n s  d oes 
b e a u ty  co n sis t?

L a s t ly , o f  w h a t  k in d  is th e  b e a u ty  o f  
in te lle c t  its e lf , a b s tra c te d  fro m  ev ery  c o r  
p o re a l co n c e r n  a n d  in t im a te ly  co n v e rs  
in g  w ith  its e lf  a lo n e ?

T h e  b e a u ty  o f  b o d ie s  p re se n ts  its e lf  
to  sen se . T h e  soul fa m il ia r ly  a p p re h e n d s  
it a n d  e a g e rly  e m b ra c e s  it  a s  if  it w e re  
a llied  to  its e lf . W h e n  it p erce iv es  an y  
o b je c t  re la ted  to  its e lf , e v e n  th e  m ere  
v e stig e  o f  a r e la t io n , it c o n g ra tu la te s  it  
s e lf  o n  th e  p le a s in g  e v e n t. A sto n ish e d  
w ith  th e  s tr ik in g  re s e m b la n c e , th e  so u l 
e n te r s  d eep  in to  its  e sse n ce , a n d  by  ro u s-
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in g  its  d o rm a n t p o w e rs , a t le n g th  re c o l 
lects  its  k in d re d  an d  a llie s .

B o d y  b e co m e s  b e a u tifu l th r o u g h  c o m  
m u n io n  su p e rn a lly  p ro c e e d in g  fro m  d i 
v in ity . T h e  so u l by  h e r  in n a te  p o w er 
a c k n o w le d g e s  th is  b e a u ty  o f  fo rm s . 
P e rh a p s  its  k n o w le d g e  a rise s  fro m  a c  
c o m m o d a tin g  a n  in te rn a l ray  o f  b e a u ty  
to  fo r m , a n d  tr u s tin g  to  th is  in  its  ju d g  
m e n t . T o  th e  g o o d  m a n , v ir tu e  s h in in g  
fo r th  in y o u th  is lo v ely  b e ca u se  c o n so n  
a n t  to  th e  tru e  v ir tu e  w h ic h  lies d eep  
in  th e  so u l. T h e  s im p le  b e a u ty  o f  co lo r  
a r ise s  w h e n  l ig h t ,  w h ic h  is so m e th in g  
in c o rp o re a l, e n te r in g  th e  o b scu re  in v o lu  
t io n s  o f  m a tte r , ir ra d ia te s  an d  fo rm s  its 
d a rk  an d  fo rm le ss  n a tu re .

B u t  le a v in g  ev e ry  o b je c t  o f  sen se  fa r  
b e h in d , by  a c e r ta in  a sce n t w e c o n te m  
p late  b e a u ty  o f  a m u c h  h ig h e r  o r d e r —  
b e a u ty  n o t v is ib le  to  th e  co rp o re a l ey e , 
b u t m a n ife s t  a lo n e  to  th e  b r ig h te r  ey e  
o f  th e  so u l. W ith o u t  so m e  p re v io u s  
p e rce p tio n  o f  b e a u ty , it  is im p o ss ib le  to  
e x p ress  th e  b e a u tie s  o f  sen se  in  w o rd s. 
N e ith e r  c a n  w e sp e a k  o f  th e  b e a u tie s  o f  
o ffices an d  sc ie n ce s  if  d e p riv e d  o f  th e ir  
in t im a te  p o ssessio n . T h u s  w e  n e v e r  
sh a ll be  a b le  to  te ll o f  v ir tu e ’s b r ig h tn e s s  
u n less  by  lo o k in g  in w a rd  w e p erce iv e  
th e  fa ir  c o u n te n a n c e  o f  ju s tic e  a n d  te m  
p e ra n ce .

I t  is re q u is ite  to  p e rce iv e  o b je c ts  o f  
th is  k in d  w ith  th a t  e y e  by  w h ich  th e  
soul b e h o ld s  rea l b e a u tie s . B e s id e s , it 
is n e ce ssa ry  th a t  w h o e v e r p erce iv es th is  
sp e c ies  o f  b e a u ty  sh o u ld  b e  se iz e d  w ith  
m u ch  g re a te r  d e lig h t  an d  m o re  v e h e  
m e n t  a d m ir a t io n  th a n  a n y  co rp o rea l 
b e a u ty  c a n  e x c ite — as n o w  e m b r a c in g  
rea l a n d  su b s ta n tia l  b e a u ty . S u c h  a ffe c  
t io n s  as a d m ira t io n  a n d  sw e e t a s to n ish  
m e n t  o u g h t  to  b e  e x c ite d  a b o u t tru e  
b e a u ty ; a lso  d e s ire , lo v e , an d  p le a sa n t 
tre p id a tio n . A ll  so u ls a re  a ffe c te d  in 
th is  m a n n e r  a b o u t in v is ib le  o b je c ts , b u t 
th o se  th e  m o st w h o  h av e  th e  stro n g e st  
p ro p e n sity  to  th e ir  lo v e ; lik e w is e  all 
e q u a lly  p e rce iv e  b e a u tifu l co rp o re a l 
fo rm s , y e t a ll are  n o t e q u a lly  e x c ite d , 
b u t le v e rs  in  th e  g re a te s t d eg ree .

Tr m a y  be a llo w a b le  to  in te rr o g a te  
th o se  w h o  rise  a b o v e  sen se  c o n c e r n in g  
th e  e ffe c ts  o f  lo v e . W h a t  d oes su ch  an  
o n e  su ffe r  re s p e c tin g  fa ir  s tu d ie s , b e a u ti  

fu l  m a n n e rs , v ir tu o u s  w o r k s , a ffe c t io n s , 
h a b its , th e  b e a u ty  o f  so u ls?  W h a t  does 
h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o n  p e r c e iv in g  h im s e lf  
lo v e ly  w ith in ?  A f te r  w h a t  m a n n e r  is 
h e  ro u sed  to  c o n v e r se  w ith  h im s e lf  an d  
c o lle c t  h im s e lf  se p a ra te  fro m  th e  im p e d i 
m e n ts  o f  b o d y ?

T h u s  a re  tru e  lo v e rs  e n ra p tu re d . T h e  
ca u se  is n e ith e r  f ig u re , n o r  c o lo r , n o r  
m a g n itu d e , b u t soul h e rs e lf , f a ir  th ro u g h  
te m p e ra n c e , w ith  n o  fa ls e  g lo ss  o f  co lo r , 
b u t  b r ig h t  w ith  th e  sp le n d o rs  o f  v ir tu e . 
T h i s  y o u  e x p e r ie n c e  as o f te n  as y ou  tu rn  
y o u r e y e  in w a rd s  o r  c o n te m p la te  th e  
a m p litu d e  o f  a n o th e r  so u l. Ju s t  m a n  
n e rs ; p u re  te m p e r a n c e ; fo r t itu d e  v e n  
e ra b le  by  h er n o b le  c o u n te n a n c e , m o d  
esty , a n d  h o n e s ty , w a lk in g  w ith  a n  in  
tre p id  ste p , a n d  t r a n q u i l ,  stead y  a sp e c t; 
an d  w h a t  c ro w n s  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e m  a ll, 
th e  c o n s ta n t  ir ra d ia tio n s  o f  a d iv in e  in  
te lle c t .

In  w h a t  re sp e c t sh a ll w e ca ll th ese  
b e a u t ifu l?  T h e y  a re  su c h  as th e y  a p  
p e a r ; n o r  d id  e v e r  a n y  o n e  b e h o ld  th e m  
a n d  n o t p ro n o u n c e  th e m  re a lit ie s . B u t  
re a so n  d esires  to  k n o w  h o w  th e y  ca u se  
th e  lo v e lin e ss  o f  th e  so u l, a n d  w h a t  th a t 
g ra c e  is in  ev ery  v ir tu e  w h ich  b e a m s 
fo r th  to  v iew  l ik e  l ig h t .

L e t  us c o n s id e r  a so u l d e fo rm e d , in  
te m p e ra te , u n ju s t ,  filled  w ith  a m u lt i  
tu d e  o f  d e sire s , a p rey  to  fo o lish  h o p es, 
a n d  v exed  w ith  id le  fe a rs . A  so u l e n  
g ro ssed  in  w h a t  is m o rta l an d  lo w  p o s 
sesses n e ith e r  tru e  life  n o r  tru e  sen se , 
b u t is e n d u e d  w ith  a s le n d e r l ife  th ro u g h  
its  m ix tu re  o f  ev il, a n d  th is  is w o rn  o u t 
by  th e  co n tin u a l d e p re d a tio n s  o f  d e a th . 
N u  lo n g e r  p e rc e iv in g  th e  o b je c ts  o f  m e n  
tal v is io n , n o r  p e rm itte d  an y  m o re  to 
d w e ll w ith  its e lf  b e ca u se  e v e r  h u rr ie d  
a w a y  to  th in g s  o b scu re , e x te r n a l , lo w , 
i t  b e co m e s  im p u re  as it is c a u g h t  in  th e  
u n c e a s in g  w h ir l o f  se n s ib le  fo rm s . C o v  
ered  w ith  co rp o re a l s ta in s , it loses all 
its o r ig in a l sp le n d o r, an d  a lm o st  c h a n g e s  
its  ow n  sp ecies in to  th a t  o f  a n o th e r .

T h e  p r is tin e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  m o st lo v e  
ly fo rm  w o u ld  w e d estro y ed  by  its to ta l 
im m e rs io n  in  m ir e  an d  c la y . B u t  th e  
d e fo rm ity  o f  th e  so u l a r ise s  fro m  in w a rd  
filth  o f  its o w n  c o n tr a c t in g . I f  su ch  an 
o n e  d esires  to  re c o v e r  h is  fo r m e r  b e a u ty , 
it is n e cessa ry  to  c le a n se  th e  in fected
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parts, and thus by a thorough purgation 
to resume his original form. The soul 
by her mixture, confusion and com 
merce with body and matter becomes 
base. The baseness of the soul consists 
in not being pure and sincere. Gold is 
deformed by the adherence of earthly 
clods; when these are removed the gold 
shines forth with its native purity— 
beautiful when separated from natures 
foreign to its own.

The soul, when separated from the 
sordid desires engendered by its too 
great immersion in body, and liberated 
from the dominion of every perturba 
tion, blots out the base stains imbibed 
from its union with body. Becoming 
alone, it will expel all the turpitude 
contracted from a nature so opposite to 
its own.

The ancient oracle declared that tem 
perance, fortitude, prudence, and every 
virtue are purgatives of the soul. True 
temperance does not indulge in cor 
poreal delights, but flies from their con 
nections as things which are neither 
pure nor the offspring of purity. True 
fortitude is not to fear death, for death 
is nothing more than a certain separa 
tion of soul from body—and he who 
desires to be alone will not fear this. 
Magnanimity is the contempt for every 
mortal concern; it is the wing by which 
we fly into the regions of intellect. 
Prudence is no other than intelligence 
declining subordinate objects and direct 
ing the eye of the soul to that which 
is immortal and divine.

The soul thus refined becomes al 
together incorporeal and intellectual, 
and wholly participates of that divine 
nature which is the fountain of loveli 
ness and of whatever is allied to the 
beautiful and fair. The soul reduced 
to intellect becomes astonishingly beau 
tiful. As the lambent flame which ap 
pears detached from the burning wood 
enlightens its dark and smoky parts, so 
intellect irradiates and adorns the in 
ferior powers of the soul which without 
its aid would be buried in the gloom of 
formless matter.

However, intellect, and whatever em 
anates from intellect, is not the sovereign 
but the proper ornament of the soul.

The beauty and good of the soul con 
sist her similitude to deity from whence 
flow all her beauty and her allotment 
of better being.

But the beautiful itself is that which 
is called being. Perhaps the good and 
the beautiful are the same, and must be 
investigated by the same process. In 
the first rank we place the beautiful, 
good. From this immediately emanates 
intellect as beautiful. The soul receives 
its beauty from intellect. Every inferior 
beauty derives its origin from the form 
ing power of the soul. Lastly, bodies 
themselves participate of beauty from 
the soul, which, as something divine 
and a portion of the beautiful itself, 
renders beautiful whatever it supervenes 
and subdues as far as its natural capacity 
will admit.

Let us therefore reascend to the good 
itself which every soul desires and 
wherein alone it can find perfect repose. 
If one shall become acquainted with 
this source of beauty, he will know after 
what manner he is beautiful. They 
alone pursue true good who rise to in 
telligible beauty, tending toward good 
itself so far as they lay aside the de 
formed vestments of matter with which 
they become connected in their descent. 
Those who penetrate into the holy re 
treats of sacred mysteries are first puri 
fied, and then divest themselves of their 
garments. One who by such a process 
has dismissed everything foreign from 
the God, by himself alone beholds the 
solitary principle of the universe, sin 
cere, simple, pure, from which all things 
depend, and to whose transcendent per 
fection the eyes of all intelligent natures 
are directed as the proper cause of be 
ing, life, and intelligence.

With what ardent love, with what 
strong desire will he who enjoys this 
transporting vision be inflamed while 
becoming one with this supreme beauty! 
He who does not yet perceive it still 
desires it as good; but he who enjoys 
the vision is enraptured with its beauty, 
filled with admiration and delight, agi 
tated with a salutary astonishment, af 
fected with the highest and truest love. 
He derides vehement affections, inferior 
loves; and despises the beauty which he
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once approved. Such, too, is the condi 
tion of those who, on perceiving the 
forms of gods or daemons, no longer 
esteem the fairest of corporeal forms.

What then must be the condition of 
that being who beholds the beautiful 
itself?— in itself perfectly pure, not con 
fined by any corporeal bond, neither 
existing in the heavens nor in the earth, 
nor to be imaged by the most lovely 
forms imagination can conceive, for 
these are all mixed, mere secondary 
beauties proceeding from the beautiful 
itself. If one beholds that which is the 
source of munificence to others—remain 
ing in itself while it communicates to 
all and receives nothing—and so abides 
in intuition as to become similar to its 
nature, what more of beauty can such 
an one desire? Such beauty, supreme 
in dignity and excellence, cannot fail of 
rendering its votaries lovely and fair.

To souls the object of contest is the 
highest beauty. We should strive for its 
acquisition with unabated ardor lest we 
be deprived of that blissful contempla 
tion of the happy vision with which 
whoever pursues in the right way be 
comes blessed. He who does not obtain 
the vision is unavoidably unhappy. The 
miserable man is not he who neglects to 
pursue fair colors and beautiful cor 
poreal forms; who is deprived of power, 
and falls from dominion and empire. 
The miserable man is he who is des 
titute of this divine possession for which 
the ample dominion of the earth and 
sea, and the still more extended empire 
of the heavens, must be relinquished 
and forgot. If we ever intend to arrive 
at substantial felicity by beholding the 
beautiful itself, we must despise and 
leave these far behind.

What measures, then shall we adopt? 
What machine employ? What reason 
consult by means of which we may 
contemplate this ineffable beauty that 
abides in the most divine sanctuary 
without ever proceeding from its sacred 
retreats lest it should be beheld by the 
profane and vulgar eyes?

We must enter deep into ourselves, 
leaving behind the objects of corporeal 
sight, the accustomed spectacles of sense.

It is necessary that whoever would

behold this beauty should withdraw his 
view from the fairest corporeal forms, 
convinced that these are nothing more 
than images, vestiges, and shadows de 
rived from the fair original to which he 
would eagerly soar. He who rushes to 
these lower beauties as if to grasp reali 
ties instead of beautiful images appear 
ing in water, by stretching after the 
shadow, will sink into the phantom lake 
and disappear. Embracing and adher 
ing to corporeal forms, he is precipit 
ated, not so much in his body as in his 
soul, into profound and horrid dark 
ness. Then blind like those in the in 
fernal regions, he may converse only 
with phantoms, deprived of the per 
ception of what is real and true.

Closing the corporeal eye, we must 
stir up and assume a purer eye within— 
which all men possess, but which is 
used alone by a few.

What does this inward eye behold? 
Suddenly raised to intellectual vision, it 
cannot perceive an object exceeding 
bright. Therefore, the soul first must 
become accustomed to contemplate fair 
studies, and then beautiful works— not 
such as arise from the operations of art, 
but such as are the offspring of worthy 
men. After this is it necessary to view 
the soul which is the parent of this 
lovely race.

You may ask after what manner is 
this beauty of a worthy soul to be per 
ceived?

It is thus. Recall your thoughts in 
ward. If while contemplating yourself, 
you do not perceive yourself beautiful, 
imitate the sculptor who, when he de 
sires a beautiful statue, cuts away what 
is superfluous, smooths and polishes what 
is rough, and never desists until he has 
given it all the beauty his art is able to 
effect. In this manner you must pro 
ceed by lopping what is luxuriant, di 
recting what is oblique, and illustrating 
by purgation what is obscure. Thus 
continue to polish and beautify your 
statue until the divine splendor of vir 
tue shines upon you, and temperance, 
seated in pure and holy majesty, rises 
to vour view.

If you become thus purified: Residing 
in yourself—having nothing any longer
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to impede unity of mind, no farther 
mixture to be found within— perceiving 
your whole self to be a true light, and 
light alone; a light which, though im 
mense, is not measured by any magni 
tude, nor limited by any circumscribing 
figure, but is everywhere immeasurable 
as being greater than every measure and 
more excellent than every quantity.

If you perceive yourself thus im 
proved, and trust solely to yourself as no 
longer requiring a guide, fix steadfastly 
your mental view. With the intellectual 
eye alone can such immense beauty be 
perceived.

But if your eye is yet infected with 
any sordid concern and not thoroughly 
refined, while it is on the stretch to be 
hold this most shining spectacle, it will 
be immediately darkened and incapable 
of intuition —  even though some one 
should declare the spectacle present 
which you might otherwise be able to 
discern.

It is necessary that the perceiver and 
the thing perceived be similar to each 
other before true vision can exist. The 
sensitive eye never can survey the orb

of the sun unless strongly endued with 
solar fire and participating largely of 
the vivid ray. Everyone must become 
divine and of godlike beauty before he 
can gaze upon a god and the beautiful 
itself.

Proceeding in the right way of beauty, 
he will first ascend into the region of 
intellect. Contemplating every fair spe 
cies, he will perceive their beauty to be 
no other than ideas themselves. All 
things are made beautiful by the super 
vening irradiations of ideas because they 
are the offspring and essence of intellect. 
But that which is superior to these is 
the fountain of good everywhere widely 
diffusing around the streams of beauty. 
In discourse it is called the beautiful it 
self because beauty is its immediate off 
spring. But if you accurately distin 
guish the intelligible objects, you will 
call the beautiful the receptacle of ideas. 
The good itself, which is superior, you 
may call the fountain and principle of 
the beautiful. Or, you may place first 
the beautiful and the good in the same 
principle, independent of the beauty 
which there subsists.
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