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A NUMBER o£ dignified old scholars 
have pondered upon Plato’s state 

ment that the living are ruled by the dead. 
These learned gentlemen have come to 
the conclusion that the great Athenian 
philosopher implied the burden of tradi 
tion which each generation inherits from 
the past. Our religion, philosophies, laws, 
arts, customs, and tastes originated in 
remote times, and continue to exercise a 
powerful directive force in our daily ac 
tivities. We are still inclined to regard 
with respect that which is ancient and 
to overlook the infirmities usually asso 
ciated with age. It requires more hero 
ism than most can muster to violate a 
long-established precedent. As long as 
we remain addicted to the status in quo 
the living will be ruled by the dead.

The heaviest burdens that we inherit 
from our illustrious progenitors are the 
consequences of their mistakes. Unless 
we perpetuate the idiosyncrasies of our 
forebears we are accused of a kind of 
treason. We are false to a sacred trust; 
weak links in the chain of circumstances 
which binds unborn tomorrows to dead 
yesterdays. Conversely, we shall gain a 
certain psychological distinction if we can 
devise some ingenious means of adding

new fuel to the old fires. We are re 
minded of a certain publicitv-loving citi 
zen of antiquity who found a delightful 
way of perpetuating his own fame. He 
reasoned that history would never forget 
an outstanding incendiary. He was en 
tirely correct, and his name is to be found 
in most of the encyclopedias because he 
burned the Temple of Diana at Ephesus, 
one of the greatest shrines of the ancient 
world. Needless to say, if he had been 
an honest, honorable, and upright man 
he would have been completely forgotten.

The pages of history are laden with the 
grievances of nations, and it is the solemn 
duty of each group of nationals to dedi 
cate their lives, worldly goods, and sacred 
honor to avenging the real or imaginary 
wrongs which have descended to them 
as a priceless heritage to have and to hold. 
An astute politician has little difficulty in 
resurrecting these ancient grudges, and 
the youth of the country marches off to 
war resolved to suffer and die for extinct 
causes. Anyone who doubts the validity 
of such attitudes and pursuits is a traitor 
to a sacred tradition, and is suspected of 
alien blood.

Another name for the past is prece 
dent, the dignity of established practice,
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which shifts the burden of personal de 
cision from the living to the dead and 
perpetuates a conglomeration of errors. 
Imagine the sorry spectacle of a lawyer 
without a precedent. The truly modern 
man is not the one who lives now, but 
who things now. He is extremely rare, 
for most of us are physically contempor 
ary and mentally medieval. The same 
criticism applies to the majority of our 
institutions, which shine with newness 
in their outward parts but are remote in 
their internal focuses.

Veneration for established precedent 
ignores the natural motions of all crea 
tures toward a fuller and better way of 
life. Certainly we should not reject old 
foundations because of their antiquity, 
but neither should we cling to them 
merely because they were cherished by 
out ancestors. There is a difference be 
tween a well-worn shoe and a worn-out 
shoe; the former is comfortable, the lat 
ter is useless. There is much that we 
can learn from the past, and there is 
much that is better forgotten. Only dis 
crimination and intelligence can deter 
mine that which is acceptable and that 
which should be discarded.

Human society began with what has 
been called the ‘brood family’. This unit 
is composed of a father and mother and 
their direct offspring. This is the sim- 
pliest of all social compounds, and in 
terms of primitive psychology consists of 
me and mine. It took millions of years 
of evolution to so strengthen the intellec 
tual faculty that man could think beyond 
the boundaries of this small collective. 
For most people, even today, this is suffi 
cient coverage.

In the brood family the principal con 
cern of each was himself and the rest of 
the brood. The rudimentary rules of 
kinship were founded in brood-conscious 
ness: “Those are mine which are the 
extensions of myself, like rnyself, and 
bound to myself by the ties of blood. 
(One blood implied one mind, one 
quality, one purpose, and one devotion) 
To protect mine is to protect myself in 
them. Mine share a common infallibility 
with myself. It is conceivable that mine 
might be less perfect than myself, because 
I am always beyond reproach. But if

mine make a mistake they are still mine 
and I must defend them, not because 
they are right but because they are mine. 
The faults of mine are more precious 
than the virtues of those that are not 
mine. In sober truth, it is doubtful if 
those that are not mine possess any im 
portant virtues.” There is much to in 
dicate that these formulas summarize the 
intellectual processes of the Pithecan 
thropus and other antediluvians.

In those fair days before the glacial 
epic the most horrible of all crimes was 
to rebel against the brood. Whether this 
rebellion was merely an honest difference 
of opinion or a militant withdrawal made 
little difference; in either case the rebel 
was relegated to whatever type of perdi 
tion was at that time fashionable. Bio 
logical requirements necessitated mating 
outside of the brood family. This 
brought up a delicate problem. The 
consciousness of the family had to en 
large to meet the challenge of new blood. 
Naturally the alien strain was viewed 
with the utmost suspicion and had to 
prove its right to be included among 
mine. This was accomplished by agree 
ing exactly with me and becoming as 
much like me as possible. Differences 
could not be tolerated, being obvious in 
dications of inferiority. The stranger had 
to give allegiance to the laws, practices, 
preferences, and antipathies peculiar to 
m e and mine. One of the essential points 
of conformity was that it should love that 
which I love and hate that which 7 hate. 
Perhaps there was no good reasons for 
either emotion, but such was the rule of 
the game, and the rule must be obeyed.

In the brood family the government 
was a patriarchy or a matriarchy. The 
oldest living ancestor ruled the rest, and 
the ghosts of the deceased patriarchs 
formed a supreme council which ruled 
the ruler. This was the golden age of 
family despotism, and here the precedent 
of the divine right of relatives was estab 
lished.

As brood families united to form tribes 
the social picture grew more complex. 
Early unions were not impelled by 
brotherly love or a desire toward frater 
nization; they were organizations of util 
ity, usually prompted by the instinct for
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survival. They were political unions, 
either offensive or defensive. Scattered 
families bound themselves together to 
preserve their lands and possessions 
against stronger groups, or so that they 
might take the lands and possesions of 
weaker groups. The result was always 
a divided allegiance within the tribe. 
The head of a family owed certain alle 
giance to his own family within the 
group. There were times when these 
allegiances conflicted. The poor man 
was on the horns of a dilemma; his deci 
sion was certain to offend someone. This 
situation has never been completely 
solved. The rise of religion triangulated 
this division of allegiances. The tribes 
man had to wrestle with the internal 
problem of right and wrong. If he de 
cided to do right at all costs he might 
bring down upon himself the wrath of 
both the tribe and the family. Under 
such conditions his only hope of peace 
lay in a better state beyond the grave.

In spite of automobiles, airplanes, the 
radio, and the surtax, the modern family 
is strongly reminiscent of its Piltdown 
archetype. It is still struggling desper 
ately to hold itself together according to 
prehistoric rules and precedents. It is 
also cheerfully overlooking the fact that 
these rules have never produced a peace 
ful or healthy society, and there is no 
indication that they will be more success 
ful in the future. But we have advanced 
a little, and through a thoughtful consid 
eration of the findings of prominent psy 
chologists we have discovered why the 
old rules do not and cannot work. We 
also know why a state of domestic an 
archy is not solutional.

After we have penetrated the aura of 
sentimentalism which surrounds the do 
mestic picture we discover that the tradi 
tional concept of a home can be and often 
is a menace to life and sanity. A success 
ful home is an achievement worthy of 
universal acclaim, but an unsuccessful 
one is an ever-present trial in time of 
trouble. The day is close at hand when 
home planning must be rescued from 
traditional patterns and established on a 
foundation of factual thinking.

Fortunately, or unfortunately, very few 
modern families have any clear concep 

tion of their ancestors further back than 
the third or fourth generation. A veil 
of blessed oblivion obscures the picture, 
and only an occasional famous person 
stands out. The springboard for most 
contemporary family disasters is located 
in the Victorian and early post-Victorian 
years between 1870 and 1910. Perhaps 
the present sufferers were not alive dur 
ing those years, but they are direct vic 
tims of conditions which originated in 
those four extraordinary decades. There 
were good homes and happy families all 
through that period, but traditional pat 
terns were heavy with moral atmosphere, 
and domestic tyranny flourished as a 
virtue. The home often resembled a 
military camp. Father was a general who 
strutted about in the gold braid of divine 
right; mother was a captain, and received 
her commission by the act of matrimony; 
the children were privates, except the eld 
est son who was the heir apparent to the 
tyranny. Father did all the thinking for 
the brood. He was always right, and 
even his mistakes were sacred. To his 
edicts there were no appeals. He sel 
ected his sons’ careers and his daughters’ 
husbands. If by chance mother had a 
will of her own she generally adminis 
tered her daughters’ affairs with father’s 
grudging consent. The children were 
never permitted to grow up. Instan 
taneous obedience was the acceptable 
standard of action. Insubordination was 
not only a crime against father but a sin 
against God, who was always in close 
contact with father.
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Father was usually religious, finding 
great comfort in the Biblical admonition 
“spare the rod and spoil the child”. 
Naturally, most of the sons left home at 
an early age, and the whole weight of 
this oppressive system descended upon 
the female offspring. It was all very 
righteous, very respectable, and very 
stupid.

Of course every home was not as bad 
as the doleful picture we have drawn 
but some degree of the condition was 
usually present, especially among better 
folk. If father were a man of integrity 
he provided and ruled; if he lacked in 
tegrity he ruled without providing, but 
always he ruled. By now father with his 
muttonchop whiskers and Prince Albert 
coat has been gathered to his ancestors, 
but the consequences of his methods and 
convictions linger on to complicate the 
ills that flesh is heir to.

Back in those good old days, which 
everyone wishes would come back and no 
one could endure, the family feud was 
an essential part of the domestic picture. 
The causes for such feuds were often 
inconsequential, immaterial, and irrele 
vant. A minor question of theological 
doctrine or the horrible iniquity of ques 
tioning one of father’s edicts could cause 
a feud. A marriage contrary to the 
pleasure of the hierarchy or the refusal 
of the heir apparent to study law as 
father had ordained could rock the men 
age to its foundations. There were many 
neurotics in those days, and neurotics be 
come hypersensitive and hypercritical. 
Many of the feuds had no origin except 
misunderstanding, misinterpretation, and 
morbid imagination. Some of them orig 
inated through a sense of injustice, re 
sulting in the application of inflexible 
rules for situations which seemed to de 
mand special consideration. Natural 
strength and individuality, and the relent 
less pressure of internal values to express 
themselves in a larger atmosphere, set up 
enmities which have lasted for genera 
tions.

There is nothing which so rapidly un 
dermines the normalcy of a small child 
as injustice. If the child is naturally 
hypersensitive even imaginary injustices 
can result in disastrous consequences.

Little folk lack the ability to rationalize 
things that happen to them and around 
them. They receive the impact of the 
incident itself without the modification 
which comes from experience and re 
flection. If the child’s sense of values is 
violated deep-seated resentment results, 
and this may continue through life and 
develop into serious psychoses.

The fathers and mothers of fifty years 
ago knew nothing of child psychology, 
and the information they needed was not 
readily available even if they had sought 
such instruction. They in turn were 
living out the damage their own parents 
had caused. Actually they knew no other 
way of life, and assumed their conduct to 
be above reproach. From our perspective 
their judgment was immature and prej 
udiced, but had we lived in those times 
most of us would have committed the 
same errors. Most parents in those days 
loved their children and brought them 
up in what was regarded as the approved 
manner. It is quite easy to justify the 
parental attitude, but this does not solve 
the problems which it caused. It does 
not even prevent children raised in such 
homes from growing up and managing 
their own families in the same unreason 
able way.

In some instances modern neurotics are 
the direct result of excessive brutality and 
the criminal stupidity of their sires. More 
often they are the victims of their own 
misinterpretation of small incidents, pre 
served and enlarged by nursing and re 
membering. There are even cases in 
which early difficulties have been exag 
gerated to justify present faults and fail 
ings. Each problem must be considered 
separately; there is no rule that applies to 
all, but we can distinguish prevailing ten 
dencies.

Much has been written on the subject 
of large families, their advantages and 
disadvantages. Some feel that there is 
greater probability of the child developing 
normally in a large family where he must 
early develop a sense of teamwork and 
fair play. Others insist that in the small 
family each child can be given greater 
attention and consideration as an indi 
vidual, while under our present economic 
system the large family is likely to be
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underprivileged. On the other hand an 
only child suffers from distinct psycho 
logical disadvantages.

Many family feuds have originated 
among the children themselves. Small 
boys and girls, because intellect has not 
developed to control instinct, can be ex 
tremely tyrannical, cruel, destructive, and 
spiteful. Of course such tendencies in 
crease where the home life is insecure or 
inadequate. Sometimes the children 
outgrow early antipathies and the mature 
family draws together to meet the emer 
gencies of older years, but if a child is in 
clined to neurosis he may be psycholog 
ically incapable of actually forgiving and 
forgetting. The situation is complicated 
by a natural inclination to overlook or ig 
nore our own contribution to the misun 
derstanding. We always forget what 
we have done and remember what has 
been done to us.

The celebrated feud between the Hat 
fields and the McCoys is now a classical 
fragment of American folklore. We are 
inclined to question the mental processes 
which inspired blood feuds in the moun 
tains of Tennessee, Kentucky, West Vir 
ginia, and in the Ozarks. But the res 
pectable, long-standing grievances among 
our best families are no less cruel and 
primitive even though there are no ex 
changes of musket fire from behind 
fences. There are no excuses that will 
justify the inability of civilized human 
beings to arbitrate their grievances and 
arrive at common grounds of understand 
ing.

Once a family feud is well-established 
it develops rapidly into a collective ob 
session. Naturally the children are ex 
pected to take sides. They must dislike 
persons whom their parents dislike or 
they have no family loyalty. Frequently 
this appears entirely unreasonable to the 
children, whose minds have not been

conditioned to biased thinking. They may 
try to reason through the situation, but 
in the end, like the Comte de Gabalis, 
“they can make neither head nor tail on 
it.” Thus they acquire an ability to dis 
like without cause and defend without 
reason. Children are natural mimics and 
reflect the moods of their elders, but once 
these moods get a footing in the sub 
conscious of the child they begin to work 
their own free and independent damage. 
Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined, 
goes the proverb, and mid-Victorian 
homes developed twig-bending to a fine 
art.

The less personal phase of this twig 
bending process may be observed in the 
religious, political, and racial prejudices 
that have complicated our world for a 
long time. The parent who demands 
conformity expects his children to per 
petuate his own convictions on almost 
every subject. They must attend the same 
church, vote the same ticket, and select 
their friends and enemies from the same 
classes, levels, and races of society. Such 
directional demands are not interpreted 
as undue influence; they are normal, 
proper, and in all respects neat and tidy.

Thus the child has great difficulty in 
freeing himself from the shadow cast by 
the parental wing. Even after the par 
ents have died the children must continue 
to live under the influence of the par 
ental pattern. Here again the living are 
ruled by the dead through the memory 
of them, and memory can be as tyran 
nical as any person.

As most neuroses develop in the hu 
man being as the result of seeds planted 
during the first twelve years of life, it is 
difficult for the parent to evade responsi 
bility for his part in forming his chil 
dren’s characters. The steady streams 
of neurotics which flow into the offices 
of psychiatrists are witnesses to the ex 
tent of the damage, and should prove a 
powerful object lesson to the home build 
ers of today.

Our particular concern at the moment 
is the family feud, so we must not stray 
afield, lured by increasing by-paths. It 
is a foregone conclusion that there is no 
way of applying preventive technique to 
a situation of fifty years’ standing, so we



6 HORIZON Summer

resort to corrective therapy. Wc must 
accept the disheartening fact that the pa 
tient’s condition is chronic, deep-seated, 
and pretty well distributed throughout all 
parts of the mental and emotional fabric. 
Most sufferers have developed a consider 
able degree of self-pity, especially if they 
have read a few books on popular psy 
chology. They are the hopeless victims 
of outrageous circumstances; they never 
had a chance; they were born to suffer 
and were predestined to be miserable. 
If they had known twenty-five years ago 
what they know today everything would 
have been different, but now it is too late. 
Even if they get well they cannot re 
capture the lost and wasted years. They 
are too old to start a new business, a 
new home, or to find any joy in life. 
All that will help is a psychic sedative to 
dull the bitterness and enable them to get 
out of this world with a minimum of 
future discomfort. As may well be im 
agined, this type of patient is a joy to 
every practitioner, for everything appears 
to conspire to prevent a satisfactory con 
clusion of the case within a reasonable 
length of time.

Probing such confusion is in itself ex 
tremely difficult. The psychiatrist seldom 
hears all sides of the story, as most of the 
characters involved probably are no longer 
alive; they survive only as psychic toxin. 
He thinks longingly of the old Aztec cus 
tom of burying all grudges every fifty-two 
years. In the end he usually has to ac 
cept a blanket compromise. It is not 
possible for him to discover from a prej 
udiced witness whether the causes are 
real or imaginary, so he assumes that 
whichever be the case the damage is ap 
proximately the same.

In the case of the Hatfields versus the 
McCoys there were political factors. Dur 
ing the Civil War a Confederate Hatfield 
killed a Union McCoy in battle. This 
was bad enough, but the finishing touch 
was the mystery of the stolen pig. The 
Hatfields claimed that a McCoy filched 
the ‘porker’. There were ugly words 
across the state line. Then the heir to the 
Hatfield name and glory fell in love with 
the pretty daughter of the man accused 
of stealing the pig. Diplomatic relations 
became strained. No one wanted to ar 

bitrate, and in the end open war was de 
clared. No exact statistics seem to be 
available as to the number of men, wom 
en, and children who perished during 
the Hatfield-McCoy war. We get some 
idea, however, when we learn that Lark 
McCoy and his friends shot fourteen Hat 
fields in one day, and ‘Devil Anse’, the 
patriarch of the Hatfields, and five of his 
men accounted for seventeen in a run 
ning fight one bright morning. Before 
his death, however, ‘Devil Anse’ saw the 
light, became devoutly religious, rich, and 
respectable, and it is said was even 
mentioned as a possible candidate for 
state legislature. It is also gratifying to 
note that the present Hatfields and Mc 
Coys are living together amicably, and 
the young folk are taking quite a ‘hank 
ering’ for each other.

All in all, it would appear that the 
Hatfield-McCoy feud was more or less 
typical of the story of fighting families 
all over the world. While bloodshed of 
this kind is a totally useless waste of life, 
it represents the definite extroversion of 
hatred. These rugged mountain folk 
made slight use of the reflective mental 
faculties. “They seen their duty and 
done it noble.” Far more lasting damage 
is done among introverted and neurotic 
types, who shrink from bloodshed and 
develop mechanisms of cruelty far more 
horrible than open warfare. One dis 
tinct evidence of progress in modern so 
ciety is the breaking up of those intro 
verted family patterns which were re 
sponsible for so many blighted and 
ruined lives.

Today people have too many interests 
and outside contacts to nurse grudges 
with the vindictiveness of isolated and 
tradition-bound families. But we arc 
creatures of extremes, finding moderation 
always the most difficult course to follow. 
To solve the difficulty within families we 
have eliminated practically the entire fam 
ily pattern. The home has become a 
sanctified boarding house where indi 
viduals with few interests in common 
assemble for bed and board.

Memory, bestowed upon man that he 
may profit from his own experiences, is 
one of the most abused of the mental 
powers. It exercises a tyranny over all
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the other faculties, demanding that the 
entire personality be dedicated to the per 
petuation of its morbid and melancholy 
recollections. Nine out of ten who seek 
psychiatric help are the victims of their 
own memories. Injustices, real or imag 
inary, cannot be forgotten, and they 
become a convenient and apparently satis 
factory excuse for present failure and 
misfortune.

Short of amnesia there seems no way 
of blocking out these long-cherished and 
lovingly-nurtured records of negative 
thinking. You cannot tell the sufferer 
to forget something that has been on his 
mind for twenty-five or fifty years. Such 
a suggestion is an insult to anyone’s in 
telligence. To tell him that his favorite 
grudge is unimportant is also a serious 
breach of ethics. He cannot be told that 
a mental pattern which has ruined his 
life is of no consequence; he has long 
since lost all perspective. Worst of all, 
his sense of humor is so seriously im 
paired that he can get no perspective on 
himself. The longer he has nursed his 
worries the smaller has become his 
sphere of outside interest. A neurotic 
does not make friends easily, but the ac 
quaintances who do linger with him are 
likely to be as frustrated as he. Beautiful 
memories are a treasure beyond price, 
and unpleasant memories result in a per 
petual state of internal bankruptcy.

The practitioner has one point in his 
favor, however. The patient is always 
close to the end of his own resources be 
fore he seeks help. Many times he is 
unaware of the true extent of the damage 
caused by his morbid thinking. He may 
wish to consult the psychiatrist on some 
entirely secondary matter. He explains 
that he is suffering from some obscure 
nervous affliction, or he is in domestic 
trouble, or he is unable to carry on his 
trade or profession. Perhaps he has dizzy 
spells, is a victim of hallucinations, is un 
able to secure employment, or feels run 
down all the time. It is also quite pos 
sible that he has done a bit of self-diag 
nosing and has decided that his diffi 
culties are due to malicious occult forces. 
He will be terribly disappointed if his 
own findings are not sustained.

Realizing that all effects are suspended 
from adequate causes, the superficial mis 
fortunes of the moment are soon revealed 
to be merely symptoms. A little judicious 
questioning usually opens up the entire 
subject. It is to be wondered sometimes 
if the deluge of recent books on popular 
psychology is not in part responsible for 
some of the justification-mechanisms now 
operating among neurotics. Once the 
patient decides that family squabbles are 
the cause of his present inadequacies, 
this conclusion becomes a two-edged 
sword. He has scientific grounds for dis 
liking his relatives and philosophical jus 
tification for being sorry for himself; he 
is the helpless victim of outrageous cir 
cumstance.

Only honest and mature thinking can 
correct a neurosis originating from mor 
bid memories. We must first accept the 
facts as they are. Most of the damage 
was done in those childhood years when 
there was neither the opportunity nor the 
reflective power to rationalize parental 
injustices. It is useless to say that the 
little boy or girl should not have taken 
the condition so seriously. Most children 
have a strangely intuitive sense of justice. 
When this is outraged the child is serious 
ly hurt, and he lacks means for protect 
ing himself from these injuries. A 
prominent American judge who devoted 
years to juvenile problems summed up 
his findings in this simple formula: 
“When children are delinquent thank the 
parents.” While this is not a rule with 
out exceptions, it is true in a broad way. 
Occasionally we find a born incorrigible, 
but the majority of children can be 
reached with sincerity and intelligence.

The professional listener never ceases 
to wonder at the cruelty and deliberate 
sadism that occurs within family groups. 
Children have been maliciously perse 
cuted through half of their lives merely 
because they bore a facial resemblance to 
a hated ancestor. This family tyranny is 
seldom publicized and the despotism goes 
on, concealed behind a false front of public 
respectability. Yet in one family several 
children subjected to the same treatment 
react in different ways. The extroverts 
fight back or walk out. Sometimes they 
unite forces and subject their families to
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extensive reconditioning programs. It is 
the neurotic child, naturally hypersensitive 
and usually physically timid who receives 
the full impact of the domestic inhar 
mony. Throughout nature it is the habit 
of the strong to tyrannize the weak. 
Even children will plague a retiring, fear 
ful member of their own group. The 
child in turn transfers his dislikes to 
others, striving to revenge himself for the 
wrongs which he has endured. Thus 
these tragedies go on until conditions be 
yond personal control break up the pat 
tern.

The first step toward successful therapy 
is to enlarge the victim’s concept of life 
in general. If the mind lacks the basic 
quality to attain such an enlargement, 
very little permanent good can be accom 
plished. The diagnosis may be psycho 
logical, but the remedy must be philo 
sophical. It may happen that the sufferer 
is already established in a concept of 
life large enough to prove solutional but 
lacks the ability to apply his philosophy 
to himself. It may also be that the patient 
is by nature kind, sympathetic, and well- 
meaning, and is sincerely desirous of over 
coming the internal pressure of negative 
thinking. We must find, if possible, 
such normal interests and affections as 
can be stimulated and intensified to give 
purpose to rehabilitation. Usually we 
can point out that the present neurosis 
is injuring innocent persons. This is a 
strong appeal if the sufferer has a high 
standard of honor. Always we seek equi 
librating values which may be more im 
portant to him than himself. If such
values can be found we use them to 
stimulate an heroic effort toward self- 
improvement.

Very often the internal neurosis has 
affected the physical health, creating diffi 
culty and pain, particularly in the cardiac 
and gastro-intestinal regions. This dis 
tress confronts the compound personality 
with a powerful inducement to change 
its ways. Physical pain is a great re 
former if the patient can be convinced 
that his distress is due to his thinking.

It is also common that an old neurosis 
destroys the very happiness which the 
sufferer has struggled so hard to attain. 
Trying desperately to be happy, he finds

contentment within his grasp only to lose 
it because of his own inability to control 
his negative impulses. The preservation 
of a present good can be a strong induce 
ment to overcome the rubbish of old 
habits.

It is strange but true that very few 
people can put themselves in order un 
less they believe sincerely that the world 
is in order. The deep and abiding con 
viction that God is in his heaven and all 
is well with the world is the best founda 
tion upon which the adult can build his 
life. Most of us hold this belief to some 
degree, but unless it is cultivated and 
intensified by thought and study it may 
not prove strong enough to dominate our 
feelings of injustice and persecution. The 
distinguished psychiatrist, Carl Jung, ob 
served that he seldom secured lasting re 
sults in correcting the psychoses of ma 
ture men and women unless the patients 
had some strong religious conviction.

My own experience has been largely 
with persons of definite religious and 
philosophical convictions. Many of them 
would be classified as advanced thinkers, 
well above the average of their time. 
They are trying honestly and sincerely to 
live and think constructively. They re 
alize the futility of clinging to old griev 
ances. They have gone through elaborate 
formulas of forgiving their enemies and 
burying the past, but the past will not 
stay buried; it rises like a ghost from its 
grave and continues to haunt them 
through the long dark hours of the night. 
The more they try to forget the more 
vividly they remember. They argue with 
themselves, recognizing and condemning 
their foolishness. In their own words, 
“They can forgive but they cannot for 
get.”

We may as well admit first as last 
that we are not going, to forget, because 
the only way to stop the mind is to de 
stroy it completely; while the continued 
use of alcohol and narcotic drugs destroys 
the future with the past. Yet nature has 
never presented us with a problem which 
we cannot solve. We must learn how to 
remember without pain. It can be done 
and it has been done, but recoveries of 
this kind are not accidents; they require
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careful and thorough planning and pa 
tient execution.

Personally, it does not seem that philo 
sophical threats are much of a help. In 
desperation we are all inclined to use 
them, but there is a better method. 
There is not much difference between 
warning the individual in the good old 
theological way that perdition awaits him 
if he does not mend his course, and the 
more philosophical approach involving 
the doctrine of reincarnation. It may be 
true that unless we overcome our mis 
takes in this life we must be born again 
into similar patterns of misery until we 
learn the lesson, but I do not have much 
faith in this kind of leverage. It is like 
punishing crime, and no means of punish 
ment or retribution has yet been dis 
covered which will deflect the criminal 
from his purpose. Man should put him 
self right, not because he fears the conse 
quences of his mistakes but because right 
is the natural and proper way to behave. 
Neither the fear of hell nor the hope of 
heaven should make men live virtuously, 
and it is doubtful if fear ever solved the 
deeper complexes within the personality.

External pressure intended to bring 
about reformation by forceful means 
usually leads to conscious or unconscious 
deceit mechanisms. We attempt to con 
ceal our faults from the world, or else 
make valiant efforts to suppress rather 
than to cure the condition. Suppression 
solves nothing; it may relieve us of 
certain public embarrassment, but the 
basic conditions remain unchanged. Per 
manent correction must come from with 
in the personality.

When we start to philosophize with a 
person about his troubles there is one 
more difficulty to be overcome. Theo 
retically, each of us knows that other 
folk, as well as ourselves, are subject to 
misfortune. We also accept the rather 
obvious fact that many mortals, heavily 
laden with burdens, rise above their af 
flictions and live normal and constructive 
lives. There can be but one explanation 
to justify our own peculiar state of dol 
drums; our tragedy is a little more tragic, 
our calamities a little more calamitous, 
and our crises a little more critical than 
those which burden the common lot.

Obviously, if others had been through 
what we have been through they would 
be in a state similar to ours. This is a 
delicate point in self-justification and re 
quires diplomatic handling. The point 
of view must be shifted. The sufferer 
must learn to understand that it is his 
own personality and not the occurrences 
through which he has passed that is re 
sponsible for the tragedy.

Two persons passing through parallel 
if not identical circumstances can and do 
react in opposite ways. Not long ago 
two mothers, each of whom had lost an 
only son in the recent war, discussed their 
tragedy with me. One of these parents 
was completely demoralized; to her life 
had lost all meaning and purpose. There 
was no justice in the universe, no God in 
heaven, and nothing but bitterness, lone 
liness, and sorrow. The occurrence was 
too recent to be rationalized, and there 
was not enough internal strength to carry 
the personality through the crisis success 
fully. The second mother had already 
resolved upon a course of action. Her 
reasoning was in substance as follows: My 
boy is gone, and I must accept his loss 
with courage, and faith, and understand 
ing. I shall devote my life to his mem 
ory by doing all that I can to help 
other boys coming back injured in mind 
and body. Some of them have no one 
upon whom they may lean. I am now 
reading to the blind three days a week, 
and I plan to assist in the vocational re 
habilitation of those variously crippled. 
This shall be my way of expressing my 
love for my own son.

All destructive and negative memories 
which burden the human consciousness 
can be corrected only by a reorientation 
of the personality pattern. The sufferer 
must be taught that the real tragedy in 
his life is what he has done to himself. 
He must be re-educated in the use of his 
mental powers. Memory is only a trag 
edy when the reasoning faculties have 
not been applied. Unfortunately, our 
educational system is deficient in that 
it does not teach us how to philosophize 
about facts. A fact in itself is static and 
unimportant unless it inspires the mind 
to extend the fact itself in the direction 
of utility.
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Take, for example, the science of his 
tory. All history is the recorded memory 
of the events which make up the life of 
the human race. H. G. Wells pointed 
out that most written histories are rec 
ords of events rather than the records 
of the meaning of events. Most national 
histories are burdened with wars, in 
trigues, conspiracies, and in a sense, feuds 
and squabbles. By carefully studying 
the history of his nation the citizen can 
develop a violent hatred for the citizens 
of most other nations. He can be men 
tally outraged by the tragedies which 
have afflicted his own plan, until in the 
end he is certain that his tribe has borne 
the burdens of the world’s woes since the 
dawn of time. The smoldering hatred 
and dissatisfaction thus developed can 
lead to a variety of prejudices, antago 
nisms, and intolerances. These in turn 
make more difficult the way of the peace 
maker and insure the indefinite perpetua 
tion of private and public strife.

The philosophy of history curbs these 
emotional and mental intemperances. 
The student becomes aware of the ma 
turing effects of adversity. He discovers 
how the condition of man improves un 
der strain and stress, unfolding its culture 
as it bears the burden of its destiny. 
There is compensation in life for every 
misfortune if we can think things 
through. This does not mean that we 
should develop into a race of Pollyannas 
seeing good where it does not exist; 
rather it means that we discover by 
thoughtfulness that good actually exists 
everywhere and that in life the laws and 
forces governing mundane affairs are 
eternally conspiring toward the perfection 
and security of all that lives and moves. 
Each disaster is a challenge to become 
greater than disaster. Each problem is a 
challenge to develop wisdom larger than 
the problem. All growth in nature is 
forced upon us by the inadequacy of ex 
isting states of affairs. Without the pres 
sure of misfortune man long ago would 
have perished from the earth.

The evolution of the human race is an 
unbroken record of the struggle to sur 
vive. At some remote time man de 
veloped eyes because he must see or die. 
He developed hands and feet because

these were necessary to prevent his extinc 
tion. The code was modified and 
changed to meet the pressure or environ 
ment. Each faculty and function arose 
from dire necessity. Civilization was 
born in pain and isolation. It has been 
a long, hard fight, but the race has come 
through because the will to live was 
stronger than the resignation to die.

To understand nature we must seek 
the simple statement of its laws in those 
forms of life about us that have not 
created imaginary standards or false con 
cepts by the power of their own thinking. 
The animal world of furred and feathered 
things tells the story. Here the rules are 
simple, the means sufficient, and the ends 
inevitable. In their native state few 
animals die of old age. Each life ends 
in tragedy. Only the strong survive, and 
survival is the reward of constant watch 
fulness. The one that breaks the laws 
of his kind perishes miserably. The one 
that wanders from his herd becomes the 
food of wolves. Here there are no theol 
ogies good or bad, excuses are meaning 
less, and there is scarcely time for repent 
ance. The animal knows the law in his 
heart, and the law is simple—obey or die.

In the life of man the laws are pre 
cisely the same except that we have the 
capacity for a larger obedience. It is 
given to us to understand more clearly 
the reason for ourselves. We can assist 
the gods in the perfection of our own 
character. We are not dumb, driven ani 
mals for we have minds that can elevate 
us to a nobility of concept above any 
other creature of the earth, but we must 
use them.

If we drift along upon the surface of 
circumstances we shall perish. If we 
disobey the rules of our game we shall 
suffer. If we neglect the wisdom of our 
kind or depart from healthful ways our
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reward is pain. We can wish it were 
otherwise; we can create creeds to try 
and prove it is otherwise; we can rebel 
and resist; we can fight on to the bitter 
end to force our own conceits upon each 
other and ourselves, but the rules of the 
game can never be broken—we must obey 
or die.

The highest code of mortal man is that 
which has been given to us by the great 
spiritual leaders of our race. These 
teachers did not invent their laws; they 
merely restated for us the universal rules 
governing the human game. We may 
resent these rules as being beyond our 
capacity; we may compromise them to 
our personal advantages, but the rules 
remain the same regardless of man’s 
schemes, prejudices, and conceits.

There was an old dispensation of an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth 
that ruled in the ancient world. This 
dispensation has failed because man him 
self has outgrown such a pattern of liv 
ing. There is a new dispensation built 
upon the highest devotion of which man 
is capable, the emotion of love. It is the 
new dispensation that man shall forgive 
his enemies and do good unto those who 
unjustly treat him. Man has built a 
world which makes the application of 
such high principles appear impossible, 
but these principles are internal and eter 
nal, while the world we have built is 
external and impermanent. If  we live 
according to the world we shall perish 
with it, but if we cling to those principles 
which are in themselves the manifesta 
tions of our own divinity we shall survive 
the crash of worlds and the vicissitudes 
of time.

The practical application is obvious. 
The hatreds which we nurse so lovingly, 
the old feuds which we perpetuate with 
such infinite care, violate the simple rule 
that we must forgive our enemies and 
live together in a state of friendliness, 
patience, and universal tolerance. The 
beatitudes of Jesus, spoken during the 
sermon on the mount, are psychologically 
sound and furnish a key to the liberation 
of the individual from bondage to his 
past. He who remembers bitterness vio 
lates the law of his kind. He is suffer 
ing not from the injuries which have 
been done to him but because internally 
he is no better than those who injured 
him. They broke the law by their own 
misdeeds; he breaks the law by perpetuat 
ing their misdeeds. Thus a vicious line 
of incidents is set up which must con 
tinue until someone breaks the chain of 
evil by the power of good.

The solution to all these assorted bur 
dens of memories is the rededication of 
the self to the noblest of its ideals. When 
man discovers the law of good in his own 
heart he is like the alchemists of old who 
found a magic substance to transmute 
base metal into pure gold. The transmu 
tation of negative emotions and thoughts 
transforms bitterness into soul power, 
each negative memory becomes a new 
dimension of understanding, the hopeless 
ness of the present condition vanishes, 
and the human being rises triumphant, 
like the fabled Phoenix, from the ashes 
of his own wasted years. In those mo 
ments of illumination man gives thanks 
for that very adversity which forced him 
to the discovery of himself.

o

RETURN ING GOOD FOR GOOD

A Chinese general, hard pressed in battle, was assisted by the appearance of 
a divine being through whose aid a great victory was attained. The general then 
asked the spirit for its name. “I am the god of the target used in archery practice,” 
replied the celestial. The general bowed. “And how have I merited your Godship’s 
health?” The spirit chuckled benignly, replying, “I am grateful to you because 
in all your years of practice you have never once hit me.”
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ANT O U TLIN E OF TH E PHILO 

SOPHIC IN STRUM EN TS OF 

FRANCIS BACON

A LTH O UCH  the scientific and philo 
sophical accomplishments of Fran 

cis Bacon are universally admitted and 
admired, the public in general is without 
sufficient knowledge of his formal con 
tributions to the intellectual life of his 
world. In many ways the personality of 
the man and the mysteries surrounding 
his private life have been given preced 
ence over his attainments. The literary 
controversy regarding his possible author 
ship of the plays attributed to William 
Shakspere, and his involvement in the 
Rosicrucian riddle, have received wide 
publicity. In the search for ciphers and 
secret meanings between the lines and 
upon the borders of his pages we have 
had a tendency to neglect the open text. 
His acknowledged works are in them 
selves so remarkable that they require no 
miracle to support them or recommend 
their study.

Our present purpose is not to refute 
the findings of those addicted to cryptic 
inquiry, for we share their suspicions and 
are in sympathy with their findings. 
What we should like to accomplish is a 
brief survey of Francis Bacon’s inductive 
method as it is set forth in his own words 
in his published writings. This method 
alone, to the perfection of which he de 
voted so much time and thought, is the 
visible foundation of his fame, the un 
questioned truth of his genius, and the 
proper defense of his good name.

Bacon was the first to use the English 
language as the vehicle of scientific and 
philosophical expression. Prior to his time 
the formal treatise was always prepared 
in Latin that it might escape the corrup-

lion of vulgar tongues. He regarded his 
experiment as audacious, and had little 
personal faith in the survival of the Eng 
lish language as a medium for the dis 
semination of scholarship. Possibly it 
was the brilliance and elegance of his 
style that encouraged other thinkers to 
entrust their thoughts to this profane 
script. Certainly from his time the 
power of the language increased until it 
was recognized as suitable for the most 
advanced. In some instances he prepared 
his manuscripts in English and then 
translated them into Latin, or entrusted 
the works to certain of his friends whose 
abilities he regarded as sufficient.

One of the most immediate and sig 
nificant results of Bacon’s scholarship 
was the creation of the Royal Society. 
This was a brilliant group of British in 
tellectuals who attempted to set up a 
physical institution based upon the form 
ula set forth by Bacon in his philosophical 
fable, T he N ew  Atlantis. Perhaps it 
would be appropriate at this time to 
summarize the circumstances that led up 
to the establishment of this important or 
ganization. The origin of the Royal So 
ciety is obscure, as is nearly everything 
in which his lordship played a part. Al 
though the year 1660 is usually given 
as the official date of its foundation, it is 
known that the society was an outgrowth 
of earlier groups of intellectuals who met 
at regular intervals in semi-secrecy to ex 
change opinions and discuss problems of 
literary and scientific interest.

To all Baconians the year 1616 has 
peculiar interest. In that year Will Shak 
spere of Stratford died. Most of the im-

12
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portant Rosicrucian manifestoes announc 
ing the formation of a secret order to re 
form religion, philosophy, and science 
were issued between 1614 and 1617. Ap 
proximately three-quarters of these tracts 
and essays were dated 1616. About 16lb- 
17 the historian and poet, Edmund Bolton, 
was able to interest James I in the form 
ing of a society for the advancement of 
learning to be called “King James, His 
Academe, or College of Honour.” The 
organization was to consist of three 
classes of members, and the symbol of 
the society was to be a green ribbon with 
the letters J. R. F. C. (Jacobus Rex, 
Fundator Collegii) beneath the imperial 
crown. The members were to love, hon 
or, and serve one another according to 
the spirit of St. John.

The death of King James in 1625 and 
the political agitations which followed re 
sulted in the disappearance of this philo 
sophical society. The idea was revived 
in the eleventh year of the reign of 
Charles I, who granted license under the 
privy seal to found an academy or col 
lege called Minerva’s Museum. The spe 
cial purpose of the new institution was 
to instruct young men of the nobility 
in the liberal arts and sciences.

The French academy was founded ac 
cording to report in 1629 by a group of 
nine men of letters who met weekly. 
At the suggestion of Richelieu, but much 
against their own desire and pleasure, 
they incorporated on March 13th, 1634. 
About the same time an academy called 
Die Fruchtbringends Gesellschaft (The 
Fruitful Society) was established in Wei 
mar. It is interesting to note that learned 
groups appeared in most of the countries 
of Europe in the period between 1616 
and 1640.

Robert Boyle, the famous physicist and 
chemist, in a letter to Mr. Marcombs 
dated October 22nd, 1646 (sixteen years 
before its incorporation) refers to the 
Royal Society by saying that its members 
“will make you extremely welcome to 
our Invisible College.” In a letter to Mr. 
Francis Tallents dated London, February 
6th, 1646 he says, “The best on’t is, that 
the corner-stones of the Invisible (or, as 
they term themselves, the philosophical 
college) do now and then honor me with

their company.”
This complex of intellectual groups 

scattered about Europe and appearing to 
focus in the English Invisible College 
seems to meet the requirements of the 
College of the Holy Ghost described in 
the manifestoes of the Rosy Cross.

In Charles Richard Weld’s History of 
the Royal Society, 2 vols. (1848) is the 
following quotation: “In May 1647 Boyle 
again alludes to the Invisible College in 
a letter to Hartleb, which leaves little 
doubt that he meant by this title that 
assembly of learned and highminded 
men who sought, by a diligent examina 
tion of natural science which was then 
called the N ew  Philosophy, an alleviation 
from the harrowing scenes incidental to 
the civil wars.”

There is no doubt that Francis Bacon 
supplied the incentive which led to the 
springing up of a network of societies 
on the European continent which were 
in communication with each other and 
which practiced a pattern of interlock 
ing memberships. To members of these 
various groups can be traced a number 
of the most important philosophical, 
scientific, and political writings of their 
time. To use Bacon’s own words, “I 
rang the bell that drew the wits to 
gether.”

The English poet, Abraham Cowley, 
(1618-1667) was a moving spirit in the 
foundation of the Royal Society. He 
took a lively interest in scientific research 
and published in 1661 a pamphlet on 
T he Adventure of Experimental Philos 
ophy. At the suggestion of John Evelyn, 
the distinguished diarist, who was also 
interested in the Royal Society, Cowley 
wrote an ode dedicated to the group, and 
this poem was probably his last work. 
Cowley was buried in Westminster Ab 
bey, which indicates the degree of ad 
miration in which he was held.

Cowley’s friend Thomas Sprat, one of 
the founders of the society and after 
ward bishop of Rochester, wrote a his 
tory of the Royal Society, which was 
first published in 1667. He prefaces his 
history with Cowdey’s Ode To T he Royal 
Society. There are several references to 
Bacon in this poem. To quote three 
lines:
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Bacon at last, a mighty Man, arose, 
Whom a wise King and Nature chose 
Lord Chancellor of both their Laws...

In the text of his book Sprat implies 
by a curious negative statement that the 
Royal Society was the fulfillment of 
Bacon’s dream: “Even my Lord Bacon, 
with all his authority in the state, could 
never raise any College of Salamon, but 
in a romance.” The entire outline given 
by Sprat shows clearly that it was the 
purpose of the society to bring this ro 
mantic conception of learning into a 
physical reality. Needless to say, the 
rules of thinking advocated for the Royal 
Society are entirely Baconian.

In reality Bacon was more a philos 
opher than a scientist. He advocated 
the application of philosophical rules to 
the challenge of scientific research and 
sought to set up a non-Aristotelian meth 
od. He was so successful that he is 
acknowledged today as the great moving 
spirit of the science—truly the Brahman 
of the West.

The natural beginning of all specula 
tions concerning life and nature is the 
consideration of first cause. Bacon was 
too wise to attempt any detailed analysis 
of this supreme abstraction, nor were the 
times suitable to such an inquiry. He 
lived and died a faithful member of the 
Church of England. He had no argu 
ment with faith, and did not attempt to 
frame a new definition for God. To 
have done so would have been to excite 
general resentment, which was no part 
of his design. He sought to define God 
through his works as they are manifested 
in the ample form of nature.

There are many evidences of Bacon’s 
piety. In adversity he turned to prayer 
and was internally content to rest his for 
tunes in the divine keeping. He neither 
questioned nor examined into the propor 
tions of providence, believing that it was 
the better part of wisdom to obey rather 
than to inquire about that which in sub 
stance was beyond inquiry. The wisdom, 
love, and strength of the creator is man 
ifested through his creation, for which 
we should hold a universal admiration. 
There is no need to justify God by 
words, for he is completely justified by

his own works. The more we extend 
our intellectual energies toward the un 
derstanding of nature, the more our faith 
is strengthened. We discover first cause 
through the discovery of secondary 
causes. A faith founded in natural facts 
ascends to the contemplation of that uni 
versal spirit by with all natural facts are 
sustained.

The goodness of God and the perfec 
tion of his works was the Baconian hy 
pothesis. Man must search in nature and 
in himself for the wisdom and under 
standing which is his birthright. He has 
at hand in this search three instruments 
outside of himself, through the wise use 
of which he may advance his cause. 
These instruments are tradition, observa 
tion, and experimentation. These instru 
ments are subject to certain natural 
errors, hazards, or imperfections. They 
cannot be applied mechanically but must 
be governed by the spirit and the reason. 
Learning must lead to facts, not for 
mulas; to vital truths, not merely elabor 
ate conjectures. Let us then pause to 
examine these proper instruments of the 
mind’s work.

The first of these instruments is tradi 
tion, which is the history, record, and 
diary of the human search for truth. 
Tradition includes both facts and opin 
ions. Some of the facts are obscure; 
some of the opinions have been skill 
fully advanced; some conclusions are un- 
provable, others only unproved. We 
must escape from the subtle influence of 
authority. Things are not so because 
they have been so stated by those of 
high repute, nor are things untrue be 
cause they have been rejected by author 
ity. It is not profitable to venerate an 
tiquity merely because it is remote, nor 
to reject the modern merely because it is 
recent. Although Bacon did not believe 
that we should trust our fortunes to the 
wisdom of the ancients, he made gen 
erous use of their findings. He accepted 
that which he found useful, and explored 
tradition with a generous mind. His 
principal interest lay in consequences. It 
was not the sublimity of a doctrine but 
the results of the impact of that doctrine 
upon the life of future ages that was the 
measure of utility. Not only human
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understanding, but also the complicated 
human capacity to misunderstand must 
be considered. It cannot be denied that 
we have inherited from the past certain 
broad foundations upon which to build. 
Part of the work has been done and it 
is a waste of time to perform these labors 
again. Life is short and art is long, 
said Hippocrates. Let us waste no time 
over that which is already finished. 
There is still more to tradition. There 
is the philosophy of history, the long pag 
eantry of social motion, the intricate 
pattern of cause and consequence, and 
the heartening proof that men grow.

Observation is the natural, ever-present 
instrument of learning. When this is 
hitched to an adequate reflection every 
circumstance and phenomenon of life be 
comes important. First the observer must 
be honest; he must be seeking truth and 
not merely the justification of his own 
opinions. Opinions are dangerous, and 
the more we hold to them the less we 
are capable of knowing. The skilled ob 
server is already a philosopher and well- 
advanced in the course of science. Some 
things may be known only by observa 
tion for they are entirely outside of in 
timate contact or control. For instance 
the stars, for even the telescope is only 
a means of observation. The observer 
stands in the midst of a vast sphere of 
things to be seen and if possible seen 
through. The superficial observer notes 
only the obvious. The trained observer 
seeks the reasons for the obvious. He 
searches out that which is generally over 
looked, and having observed with the 
eye of the mind as well as with the eye 
of the body he sees not only phenomena 
but the presence of immutable, invari 
able laws. When he possesses the laws 
he is the master of the phenomena. 
Then truly he is the magician control 
ling with his wand the creatures of that 
magic island which is the universe.

The third instrument is experimenta 
tion. This is the effort to prove con 
clusions by scientific methods of control, 
as in the laboratory. By repeating again 
and again a certain process we gain the 
confidence that effects will always remain 
consistent with their causes. We also 
learn to discipline enthusiasm, reduce ill-

founded optimism, and discover in the 
end that the mind can never create a 
fact. Things are not true because we 
think them to be true, will them to be 
true, or desire them to be true. Experi 
mentation bridges the interval between 
personal conviction and nature’s proc 
esses. All experimentations lead to the 
acknowledgment of nature. We become 
wise through the acceptance of facts and 
through obedience to the laws governing 
the facts; all other thinking is fantasy. 
There is no wisdom except to discover 
the law and obey the law.

Through these instruments man proves 
nature, and in proving nature establishes 
natural religion, natural philosophy, and 
natural science. All three are one, aris 
ing from one source, sustained by one 
pattern, and leading to one accomplish 
ment. There is no authority beyond na 
ture, for nature is the mirror of the 
divine will. Resistance is useless; to ig 
nore is profitless; to argue is meaningless. 
We must find the pattern, and having 
discovered it dissolve all doubts, human 
and divine.

Bacon dreamed of the organization 
of the known into one vast text which 
would serve as the solid basis for prog 
ress. This text would be without opin 
ions, without conclusions, and free of all 
dogma, and would stand forth as a 
monument to the timeless experience of 
the human consciousness. He hoped to 
edit such a work, for the true text was 
written by the finger of God upon the 
broad surface of the world. He never 
aspired to originality, for he believed the 
sciences to be the secretary of nature. 
He was heartened by the reflection that 
while opinions are without end, facts are 
comparatively limited. No man could 
write down the notions of other men, 
but knowledge per se presents quite a 
different problem. If we take only that 
upon which tradition, observation, and 
experimentation have found common 
concord the labor is not impossible. No 
book can contain the facts of tomorrow 
because the empire of the intellect is 
forever enlarging. But the facts of yes 
terday and today, available to the honest 
student, are irrefutable if they be facts, 
and the future can only extend them; it
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can never disprove them. A phenome 
non may have a number of interpretations 
or explanations, but the phenomenon re 
mains unchanged; therefore let the phe 
nomenon be stated as fully as possible. 
Upon this simple honesty the future 
may build empires, but without this 
simple honesty man erects systems upon 
shadows.

There are three kinds of philosophy: 
divine philosophy which ascends to God, 
natural philosophy which is fulfilled in 
nature, and human philosophy which in 
cludes all of man’s attainments. By ar 
ranging these in their ascending order 
from the least to the greatest there ap 
pears a form or design which Bacon 
called the H ill o f the Muses, or the 
Pyramid o f Pan. The muses represent 
the arts, and Pan is the Greek god of 
nature. It is the duty of man to perfect 
the arts and by so doing fulfill nature.

According to Bacon “knowledges are 
as pyramids, whereof history and experi 
ence are the bases. And so of Natural 
Philosophy, the basis is Natural History; 
the stage next the basis is Physic; the 
stage next the vertical point is Meta 
physics . . . .  And, therefore, the specula 
tion was excellent in Parmenides and 
Plato (although in them it was but a 
bare speculation) that all things by a cer 
tain scale ascend to unity.” Bacon's 
Wcrr\s, Spedding Translation, ch. V III p. 
507.

In his own work Bacon hits upon the 
number six to represent the levels or 
stages by which his philosophy ascends 
to the seventh unnamed abstraction of 
truth. His comprehensive design for the 
organization of human knowledge he 
called the Instauratio Magna. This theme 
he developed by dividing the collective 
pattern into six great divisions of the 
work of universal knowledge:

1. Survey of human knowledge.
T he Advancement o f Learning.

2. Observation and Experience.
T he Novum Organum.

3. The Natural History 
Sylva Sylvarum.

4. The Ascent o f  the Understanding 
Scala Intellectus.

5. Anticipationes Philosophiae Se- 
cundae.

6. Universal Principles of Knowledge
(unfinished)

As shown in the preceding table Bacon 
supplied a text for five of his decisions, 
but the sixth and the last was left un 
formulated. Whether this incomplete 
ness was due to accident or intent is not 
known. Considering, however, the or 
derly working of Bacon’s mind we are 
induced to consider the possibility that 
the omission was intentional. It appears, 
and on this point his interpreters are 
in general agreement, that the sixth divi 
sion represented the future. Here was 
the space left for the extension of his 
method through time and ever toward 
the knowledge of universal and the uni 
versal of knowledge.

Although the Scala Intellectus ap 
pears as fourth in our table, only one 
fragment of the perfected department is 
known, and that is Filum I^abyrinthi. 
Whether Bacon ever filled in all of his 
texts remains a matter of conjecture. 
Several of his writings have been tenta 
tively assigned their places in the general 
scheme. Baconians are of the opinion 
that certain parts of the Instauratio were 
issued under names other than his own, 
or are buried in ciphers and cryptograms. 
The framework was perfected by him, 
but the details are wanting in several of 
the parts. These deficiencies are not 
sufficient, however, to interfere seriously 
with the progress of his major purpose.

The ends for which Bacon labored are 
thus expressed in his own words: “Cer 
tainly it is heaven upon earth to have a 
man’s mind move in charity, rest in 
providence, and turn upon the poles of 
truth.” Although he gives no extended
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exposition of his divine or higher phi 
losophy, he regarded God as “the last 
and positive power and cause in nature.” 
His H ill o f the Muses ascends toward the 
experience of universal, but its upper 
parts are obscured by clouds. He writes 
in D e Dignitatc et Augmentis Scien- 
tarum  (The Advancement of Learning): 
“Nothing can be found in the material 
globe, which has not its parallel in the 
crystalline globe, or Intellect; that is, 
nothing can come into practice, of which 
there is not some doctrine or theory.” 
The palace on high Olympus where 
dwell the eternal gods is beyond human 
comprehension. We may not aspire im 
mediately to the summits of the world 
mountain but must content ourselves to 
build our houses on the Parnassian slopes. 
We must ascend by the Scala Intellectus, 
the ladder of the mind, the upper end 
of which extends through the clouds to 
the sovereign light. The ladder rests 
upon nature, which must first be under 
stood and outgrown. We ascend not by 
will but by the improvement of ourselves. 
We can rise no higher than our own at 
tainments. We must grow by extending 
our statures. We must prove all things 
and aspire to the substance of the good.

The ordinary concerns of nature are 
the physical necessities, including susten 
ance, property, family, and shelter. Here 
we must set up an empire, established 
by right conduct; we must learn to share, 
to give, and to receive. Here also we 
must solve those personal uncertainties 
and intemperances which burden simple 
survival.

The social and physical needs of man 
naturally verge upward toward justice, 
which is the second rung of the ladder. 
The machinery of justice is a civil law 
of the state and that body of administra 
tion by which the individual is protected 
by himself, for himself, and from him 
self. Bacon was an outstanding jurist, 
and he realized the importance of good 
laws and their enforcement. Justice does 
not make men virtuous but reveals a 
common agreement of the virtue in all 
men. Justice is an imponderable over 
tone. It is also a promise of personal 
equity, the shadow cast by the substance 
of personal integrity. But justice itself

is not enough; the goddess is blindfolded, 
bearing a sword and a pair of balances. 
There is something beyond the laws that 
men have made; something that causes 
the Great Judge to break a law in partic 
ular to advance the justice of a private 
suit.

Thus justice ascends to the third rung, 
which is morality. Here indeed the law 
is tempered with mercy. The rule of 
fear and force give way to the rule of 
love and gentleness. On the level of 
morality we approach the shrine of ethics, 
seeking that code of values which is in 
ternal and eternal. Here also is morality 
per se, the color of good and evil over 
which rules conscience, that strange quiet 
voice that can make cowards of us all. 
Here good is moved by the love of good 
and not by the fear of consequences. One 
cannot contemplate morality without 
goodness taking upon itself a complexion. 
The virtues appear before the eyes of our 
hearts and minds in gracious shapes.

Thus morality ascends naturally to the 
fourth rung, which is aesthetics. Here 
dwells the beautiful and all its works. 
Here is art, music, poetry, sculpture, and 
the dance. Here also is the art of living 
— life touched by beauty in its conduct 
and its works. To understand the beau 
tiful one must set up certain standards 
by which the proportions of beauty may 
be determined. These standards are de 
rived from the light of nature; from the 
apperception that the presence of truth 
is the substance of beauty. All the works 
of God are beautiful because they are 
the works of God. There is no appeal 
to any pattern beyond the world or 
apart from the interior of life itself. The 
moment we have experienced nature as 
the beautiful we must pay homage. We 
must flow forth out of ourselves to share 
in this beauty; to mingle ourselves with 
its waves and its works.

When we write poems, paint pictures, 
compose great music, or devote ourselves 
to any other of the creative or inter 
pretive arts we naturally verge upward to 
the fifth rung of our ladder, which is 
religion. Men have always dedicated the 
noblest and most beautiful of their works 
to their gods. Natural religion is the 
veneration of the sovereign power in-
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spired by the contemplation of its works 
in nature. Philosophical religion is more 
than this, but the greater is in no way 
deficient in its lesser parts. Man never 
outgrows his wonder at the works of 
God, but as he understands these works 
they appear more wonderful, and so his 
wonder grows. The wiser a man be 
comes the more certainly he worships 
and the more intelligently he bestows 
his faith and his devotion. Even here, 
however, he cannot stop. Once he has 
discovered the god of nature through the 
god in nature he longs to mingle his 
own small purposes with this larger 
cause and end. When he sees in part 
he longs to see perfectly. When he ex 
periences in part he longs to experience 
completely. Already the clouds about 
the mountain top are less dense, and he 
perceives faintly the luminous temple 
that crowns the heights. He must go on.

The next rung is the sixth, and here 
the chancellor of Parnassus is silent. Only 
the number itself ornaments his outline. 
Who goes further does not return to tell 
us of the way. The ladder extends on 
and up, but mind fails, the heart falters, 
words are useless. Here is the interval 
that only the ages can bridge. Humanity 
itself, building slowly from below, must 
press on into the future to discover a 
name and a word, a symbol or a sign 
to fill up all the numbers of being. His 
lordship had given enough. To give 
more would be to destroy all. The cap 
stone of his pyramid could not be put in 
place; it must be trued and finished by 
the ages to come.

This natural ascent in the mundane or 
der of things is exactly parallel to the 
inner life of the mind. The disciplines 
of reason ascend by qualities from the 
perception of things visible to the apper 
ception of things knowable, and finally 
through the contemplation of things in 
substance unknowable. Thus all think 
ing, all feeling, all sciences and arts as 
cend in pyramidal form to their philo 
sophic apexes, where they unite with 
other pyramids until indeed Olympus is 
heaped upon Ossa, and both are piled 
on Pelion’s steep sides.

Bacon had little thought or time for 
those who feared to approach and in 

trude into God’s secrets and mysteries. 
There are some who feel it sacrilegious 
to inquire into the divine order, as 
though by so doing they strip God of 
his glory. Others hold the doubt that if 
we discover too much of nature we shall 
turn from God to his works, or find a 
conflict between them. Bacon’s faith was 
greater than theirs, for he dared all for 
the glory of his creator. In his Cogita- 
tiones he writes: “But for me it is per 
fectly clear, that Natural Philosophy, 
which is (next after the word of God) 
the most certain remedy for superstitions, 
is also (what may seem wonderful) the 
most approved aliment of faith; and the 
more deeply it penetrates, the more pro 
found is the human mind imbued with 
religion.” He reminded his readers that 
those who fall in their search for truth 
do so because their wings are not well 
glued on. God does not rejoice in the 
ignorance of his creatures; in all his 
works he reveals the divine longing to 
be understood. To worship in ignorance 
is a kind of faith; to worship in wisdom 
is a better kind of faith. The ends are 
the same, but one rises from impoverish 
ment of sense and the other from enrich 
ment of sense.

But there is another, problem, that of 
utility. The ignorant man not knowing 
the plan can worship with only his mind 
or his heart, but the wise man who has 
discovered the plan can add the worship 
of service through right conduct. Only 
those who have discovered the will of 
God through his divine works can be-
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come a good and faithful servant. To 
worship completely is to serve completely. 
That which we love we protect, and 
find in the service of the thing loved our 
greatest joy. Veneration without works 
is the smallness of a religion. We re 
main dependent upon the bounty of 
providence and make no effort to bal 
ance the accounts. The scientist is the 
handmaiden of nature, the gardner in a 
vast garden. He may love his plants, 
but only when he acquires skill and 
wisdom can he protect and direct them 
and arrange the flowerbeds and hedges 
according to the beauty in his own heart.

Although Bacon was not given to con 
troversial abstraction about deity, it was 
necessary to his philosophy that he 
should perfect a concept of the power 
which activated the universal machinery. 
Nathaniel Holmes, a deep student of 
Bacon’s writings, formulated the follow 
ing aphorisms to summarize scattered 
references to first cause, especially those 
in the Novum Organum: “God is to be 
conceived as an eternally continuing 
Power of Thought, and, as such, the only 
essence, substance, or matter, the last 
power and cause of all Nature, a Divine 
Artist-Mind, eternally thinking, that is, 
creating, a Universe; being, in fact, no 
other than ‘the order, operation, and 
Mind of Nature.’ ”

In the Advancement o f Learning Bacon 
says, “In God all knowledge is original.” 
This first essence, like Cupid, was with 
out parents. An understanding of that 
which is uncaused must be discovered 
through the knowledge of the archetypes 
or first platforms through which the at 
tributes of deity are revealed to man. 
God has the self-directing and self-acting 
power of thought; to seek further would 
be useless, nor is it profitable to imagine 
any ultimate which is beyond the ul 
timate. God is forever exercising his 
own mental energy within the boundaries 
of a threefold process.

The ancients recognized three attri 
butes of the divine nature: creation, pres 
ervation, and disintegration. To Bacon 
these three powers manifested the poten 
cies of the divine mind: to conceive, to 
remember, and to forget. All things are 
created by the process of the setting up

of concepts in the universal intellect. 
They are preserved or maintained by the 
retentive faculty of the world mind, and 
they cease to be when they are forgotten 
of fade from the divine awareness. The 
theater of the divine mind has for its 
boundaries time and space. These are 
primordial conceptions, the limits placed 
by the infinite upon its own thoughts. 
The omnipotence of God is not the eter 
nity of God but the possibility of that 
eternity through the perpetuation of 
thought. Time, space, and place are the 
dimensions of all things, and man par 
taking of the possibility of these three 
has attained the fact of place only.

Bacon developed an interesting philo 
sophical concept about the idea of possi 
bility. All things are possible but not 
factual until the universal mind fulfills 
the possibility. For that reason it is not 
possible to know with certainty that 
which has not yet transpired as fact. We 
may assume the reasonable probability 
that tomorrow will unfold the potentials 
of today, but we cannot know with cer 
tainty that this unfoldment will take 
place until it actually happens. The 
power of God’s forgetting must always 
be taken into consideration. This forget 
ting, however, must not be regarded as a 
lapse or a failure of the divine mind, but 
the right of this mind to dismiss from its 
own awareness according to wisdom, 
love, and utility. The world is not an 
illusion in the divine mind, nor is it 
merely an intellectual vapor. Mind is
real and thoughts are real. God thinks 
his world into existence, maintains his 
creation with his own thoughts, and 
when the divine purpose has been accom 
plished a forgetfulness ensues and the 
insubstantial pageant fades, to “leave not 
a rack behind.”

Bacon had certain solid opinions 
about death and immortality. In his 
Essay on Death he writes: “The soul, 
having shaken off her flesh, doth then 
set up for herself, and contemning things 
that are under, shows what finger hath 
enforced her.” To Bacon the possibility 
of the soul’s survival appeared entirely 
reasonable. This belief is sustained by 
tradition and has been the solid convic 
tion of the world’s noblest and most en-
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lightened thinkers. The consideration of 
this subject pertains to metaphysics. If 
the soul survives the silence and the dis 
solution of its flesh it must of necessity 
survive in time and space, and exercise 
the virtue of place. It must have some 
form because it is still a compound. It 
may be with or without a bodily invest 
ment,' and it must remain within the 
boundaries of the universal concept. The 
soul must have a continuity in time, but 
it may have beginning and end or it 
may be eternal. The individual soul 
could not by nature survive the extinc 
tion of the universal soul of which it is 
a part, but the individual could be ab 
sorbed in the universal by a motion to 
ward unity at the pleasure of God’s pos 
sibility. The ultimate state of the human 
soul rests in the divine will and in the 
future courses of eternal providence. At 
this point Bacon reveals a flare for whim- 
sey. The question as to whether a hu 
man soul will be remembered or for 
gotten by the divine mind may depend 
upon whether that soul be worth remem 
bering or were better forgotten.

Like the Neoplatonists who preceded 
him Bacon believed that the ultimate rev 
elation of the nature of truth came not 
from books or from study but from some 
hidden place within the self. In his 
Essay on Truth he wrote: “The first crea 
ture of God, in the works of the day, 
was the light of the sense; the last was 
the light of reason; and his Sabbath work 
ever since is the illumination of the 
Spirit.” The six days’ work is the ascent 
up the rungs of the ladder of the intel 
lect, but the seventh day, which is the 
rest, is subsistence in the divine nature. 
In his allegory of Solomon’s House or 
the College of the Universal Science, 
which is also the college of the six days’ 
work and the school of the Holy Spirit, 
Bacon lays down the platform of the 
work thus: “The end of our foundation 
is the knowledge of Causes, and secret 
motions of things; and the enlarging the 
bounds of Human Empire to the effect 
ing of all things possible.”

Illumination is the penetration of first 
cause. Into this man does not penetrate 
but is penetrated by the power of eternal 
light. It is this light which reveals fully

the secret motion of things. Illumination 
may be experienced, but it cannot be 
communicated. The spirit comes accord 
ing to the scriptures as a thief in the 
night, and the time no man knoweth. 
Knowledge is attained by the diligence 
of man, but illumination is bestowed by 
the grace of God. Yet this bestowing is 
not of the accidents but of the intent of 
the divine mind. There is a covenant 
between the creator and his creation. 
This covenant is the possibility of the ful 
fillment of all knowing. The mind rises 
from opinions to sense and from sense 
to reason, and above reason it receives 
into itself the descending power of the 
spirit. Thus it is that man cannot place 
the capstone of his philosophic pyramid. 
The grace of the spirit perfects all things 
according to the power of its own con 
ceiving. All miracles are a kind of crea 
tion and lead to the perfect miracle— 
the conceiving of self.

All the work of the sciences, all the 
glory of the arts, and the three reverences 
of religion, lead to the common end 
which is the apperception of the reality 
of the divine mind. Man can never con 
quer the universal, and he must earn the 
right to be conquered by the universal. 
This then is the sabbath when man rests 
in the internal silence of himself and 
accepts into his own capacity the eternal 
light of the world. It is then and then 
only that knowledge is quickened and 
becomes alive with the possibilities and 
powers of the universal thinker.

Bacon held certain opinions which to 
day are regarded as superstitious and 
outside of the proper boundaries of prop 
er learning, yet as he pointed out there 
is nothing more superstitious than to be 
lieve oneself to be without superstition. 
It is not possible to remove all the false 
notions and opinions which afflict man 
kind. Man must learn to guide the little 
ship of his own life through the dark 
and troubled sea toward a safe haven. 
Superstitions are like heavy clouds which 
obscure the sun, moon, and stars. There 
will always be false doctrines in the 
world until men learn to govern their 
own minds and extend their energies 
toward universals. This world is a 
schoolroom of the six days’ work. Some
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scholars are diligent and others by na 
ture indolent. Some study to improve 
their future fortune, some because it is 
the fashion of the time, and some be 
cause it is the parental edict. Only a 
few study for the honest motive of de 
siring to know, that through right knowl 
edge they may obtain the practice of 
right use.

Bacon left Cambridge at sixteen be 
cause he was weary of arguing with scho 
lastics who picked the meat like vultures 
from the bones of Aristotle and then 
mumbled the carcass. Studying is of 
little virtue if the curriculum is deficient. 
The endless memorizing of conflicting 
opinions, the eternal elevation of person 
alities above principle, and the constant 
emphasis upon unquestioning acceptance, 
condense the pure air of learning into a 
dense fog of superstitions. Untrained 
and unequipped to weigh and estimate, 
the mind falls easy prey to foolish doc 
trines. The air must be clear if honest 
thinking is to prevail, but honest think 
ing must prevail before the air can be 
clear.

The question was how to break this 
vicious circle. Thus Bacon, the scientist 
and philosopher, was transformed by ne 
cessity into Bacon the organizer—the 
benevolent strategist who sought to shape 
the world anew into the likeness of its 
own true purpose. The first task was to 
gain the strength of congenial minds and 
to bind together those of like purpose 
into a confraternity of effort. To this 
end he carried on extensive correspond 
ence with the intellectuals of Europe as 
well as of his own country. Gradually 
he imposed his intent upon their several 
purposes, binding them wholly to his 
ends and making of them citizens in his 
philosophic state.

The skill and ability which elevated him 
to the woolsack as England’s High Chan 

cellor proved his qualifications to organ 
ize an invisible intellectual common 
wealth. In this democratic state of mind 
several races of genius mingled. There 
were poets, mystics, men of letters, dons 
of education, scientists, philosophers, and 
prominent theologians. All these groups 
realized that a universal reformation was 
necessary, but they lacked the well-tried 
spirit of organization. Bacon became 
their undisputed leader, their face to 
ward men, their spokesman, and their 
learned guide and counsel.

We return for a moment to the part 
played by the Royal Society to further 
Bacon’s program for the advancement of 
learning and the improving of natural 
knowledge by experiment. The original 
program, as adopted by the Royal So 
ciety in 1660, consisted largely of corres 
pondence carried on with outstanding in 
tellectuals residing in distant and un 
familiar places. The letters from the 
society were in the form of inquiries cal 
culated to resolve scientific doubts on ob 
scure subjects. This organized spirit of 
inquiry corrected popular and vulgar 
errors, clarified obscure points, and 
brought to light many curious and valu 
able facts. Dr. John Wilkins, then war 
den of Wadham College, who has writ 
ten extensively on natural and experimen 
tal magic, was a moving spirit in this 
early group and was appointed chairman 
of the weekly meetings—admission one 
shilling.

It is worthy of note that Dr. Wilkins 
took a lively interest in the Rosicrucian 
controversy and seems to have known 
the real name of the mysterious Father
C. R. C. Later, in 1671, the lord bishop 
of Sarum sponsored Isaac Newton for 
membership in the Royal Society. In 
1703 Newton was appointed president 
and held this office until his death in 
1727. Newton’s library contained a 
number of volumes dealing with alchemy 
and other esoteric arts. Among his 
books was a copy of the first English 
edition of the Fam e and Confession of 
the Rosicrucians. I have examined the 
copy and it contains a number of notes 
and comments in Newton’s autograph in 
dicating that he had devoted consider 
able thought and time to the book.
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It will be remembered that the Rosi- 
crucians proclaimed their order as hav 
ing been set up in several countries for 
the renovation and reformation of knowl 
edge. Yet no evidence can be found that 
the society ever fulfilled its program un 
der its own name. The network of royal 
societies and similar groups that sprang 
up between 1616 and 1660 seem to have 
fulfilled, in part at least, the requirements 
set forth in the Rosicrucian manifestoes. 
It has been pointed out that the Rosicru 
cian program and the Baconian plan 
were identical in their essential principles. 
We must assume that two men or two 
groups of men living at the same time 
sought to obtain precisely the same end 
by essentially the same means, or else ac 
knowledge a common origin for the two 
movements.

Although the Royal Society as an or 
ganization never reached large propor 
tions, its high patronage and distin 
guished membership profoundly in 
fluenced the growth of natural science. 
Its efforts have dignified the cause of 
human inquiry and have transformed the 
scientific method from a static pedagogy 
to a dramatic adventure in discovery. 
The weakness of the entire program 
arose from circumstances which could 
not be estimated accurately at the time 
the society was originally formed. Sprat 
points out clearly that the ends of the 
society in no way conflicted with religion 
or moral philosophy. While the original 
group rested squarely on the foundations 
of the Church of England, it imposed no 
religious restrictions on its members. To 
prevent a more or less fruitless contro 
versy the society excluded from its delib 
erations all arguments concerning the 
nature of God and the substance, origin, 
and destiny of the human soul.

The 17th-century Fellows of the So 
ciety neither visualized nor were party to 
that drift toward materialism which must 
result from focusing attention exclusively 
upon natural phenomena. The material 
scientists, glorying in their new-found 
dignities and sensing themselves to be 
important in their own right, detached 
their interests from the moral issues and 
plunged into the ocean of secondary 
causes. Although profoundly admiring

Bacon’s Scala Intellectus, they elevated 
means above ends and dedicated science 
to the justification of itself. Learning 
was no longer a pyramid with its apex 
in divinity, and the consciousness of an 
ascent by gradual stages toward a partic 
ipation in the spiritual mystery of the 
divine mind was lost. Once the Bacon 
ian pattern had been violated the sciences 
were deprived of their common unity in 
sovereign truth, and each became an iso 
lated fragment of higher criticism. Even 
this might not have led to disaster had 
the scientists retained their own internal, 
spiritual convictions. The latter would 
have endured as a force in the world 
of leaning had its survived as a moral 
pattern in the personal lives of the 
learned. But the failure of spiritual con 
victions was both collective and individu 
al, and the college of the six days’ work 
advanced outwardly and at the same time 
deteriorated inwardly, to become the 
technical institute of today. Within its 
vaulted precincts men accomplish great 
labors for mean ends, unfolding skill 
without an appropriate growth of moral 
responsibilities.

It is evident that the Baconian method 
was adapted from the regime of the 
Alexandrian Neoplatonists. This sect 
extended the physical base of its pyramid 
for the purpose of elevating the apex. If 
the proportions remain the same the 
lengthening of the base line results in an 
enlargement of the entire structure, 
which is correspondingly heightened. 
If the structure does not increase equally 
in all its parts the symmetry is lost, re 
sulting in deformity.

We cannot but wonder at the mysteri 
ous workings of the human mind and 
the penny-wiseness and pound-foolishness 
which it so frequently exhibits. Plato 
is universally admired for his skill in 
politics and ethics, and at the same time 
his spiritual convictions, from which 
sprang his politics and ethics, are adroitly 
ignored. The contributions of Pythag 
oras in mathematics and music are widely 
heralded, and his mystical speculations 
condemned as vanity. Bacons method 
suffered the common fate. He gave the 
world a balanced program which has 
been deliberately shifted from its natural
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footing. We applaud the largeness of 
his faculties and then disproportion his 
method in all its parts by the simple ex 
pedient of cutting off the realities from 
the ideals which sustained and nourished 
them.

All knowledge ascends from the 
knowledge of causes and extends to the 
knowledge of uses. The knowledge of 
causes pertains to the sphere of religion; 
the knowledge of uses to the sphere of 
morality. The knowledge of causes ends 
in obedience and the knowledge of uses 
ends in service. To know is to obey and 
to serve; these are the essential parts of 
learning. If one of these parts be lack 
ing learning is imperfect, and imperfect 
learning leads with certainty to abuses.

Bacon’s genius was in many ways ex 
ceptional, but in one respect extraordin 
ary. He was able to envision a natural 
religion which did not restrict the scien 

tific motion, and a natural science which 
did not imprison faith. He found no 
conflict between God and nature in the 
universe and therefore no justification 
for conflict between the divine and hu 
man in man’s constitution. An under 
standing of the works of God in nature 
leads naturally to a deep and abiding 
faith, justified by experience, proved by 
experiment, and in all ways utilitarian.. 
By the rational use of his method the 
scientist proves God and the religionist 
discovers the works of God. Where the 
ends to be obtained are the same and a 
common means has been discovered for 
the attainment of those ends there is no 
longer any virtue in discord. God and 
nature are bound together in an indis 
soluble unity, and it is the duty of the 
wise man to discover that unity with bis 
mind, experience it with his heart, and 
manifest it through his works—all else is 
vanity.

ANOTHER D EFIN ITIO N  OF KARMA

“As a calf finds its mother, so do the consequences of man’s acts come lowing 
to him across the field of time.”

—Indian proverb

ASTRONOMICAL NOTE

In his visions Emanuel Swedenborg believed that he had actually seen the 
inhabitants of Jupiter walking on their hands and feet at the same time, the 
inhabitants of Mars talking through their eyes, and the inhabitants of Saturn 
talking out of their stomachs. Could anything be more remarkable, unless a citizen 
of Mercury should announce to his fellow countrymen that the race inhabiting the 
planet Earth communicated with each other by noises coming out of their faces? 
It’s all in the viewpoint.



Ragnarök
T h e  A g e  o f  F i r e  a n d  G r a v e l

'T 'H E  name Ragnarök is associated 
A with a Scandinavian myth which 

describes the death of the old gods and 
the destruction of the material world 
by a series of awful cataclysms. The 
word itself probably is formed from two 
Icelandic words, ragna meaning gods, 
and ro\r meaning twilight, or descent 
into night. In his great Ring des N ibe 
lungen Richard Wagner named the last 
opera Götterdämmerung, which trans 
lated literally means Twilight o f the 
Gods.

The Icelandic Saga Voluspa contains 
the details of the Ragnarök. Several 
streams of mythology converge to supply 
the details of the universal disaster. At 
the time of the twilight the earth, shaken 
from its foundation, fell into the sea of 
space to be completely submerged. In 
some accounts a few of the highest 
mountain peaks remained above the 
waters, and here Lif and Lifthraser, the 
Adam and Eve of this saga, hid them 
selves in a cave and survived to populate 
the new world. In the Ragnarök a hor 
rible monster devoured the sun, and 
darkness descended upon the abyss of 
space. When the light of the sun was 
gone there was the great winter, a 
vast period of utter coldness. In violent 
contrast to this frozen silence were the 
flames which were loosed from the 
abode of the fire giants. These flames 
ate up all that lived, leaving behind 
them only the burned-out asbes of crea 
tion.

During the Ragnarök there was also 
the great war between the hosts of Odin,

chief of the gods, and the hordes of 
Loki, the principle of deceit and evil. 
On the vast plains of the twilight the 
last great war was fought. Here good 
and evil perished, locked together in 
mortal combat. Thus ended the old 
day, the age of the gods and heroes. 
The palace of Asgard fell to ruins, Val 
halla's halls were empty, and the roots 
of the tree of life were gnawed through 
by the worms of inevitable decay. The 
ash tree quivered and fell. The bridge 
of rainbows was broken forever, and 
nothing remained but the endless roll 
ing of the sea.

If it be true that mythology is the 
history of prehistoric time,—fantastic 
dreams haunting the minds of the hu 
man race— what strange circumstances 
in the past gave rise to the myth of the 
Ragnarok? Why is this story of the 
universal destruction common to the 
origins and legends of nearly every tribe 
and nation of the earth? It is to be 
found in China, India, Egypt, Greece, 
Persia, and Japan. There are vestiges 
of it among the Polynesians and the 
Eskimos. It is distributed among the 
aboriginal tribes of the three Americas, 
and the account is preserved in Genesis 
in the story of Noah and his Ark. The 
old empires were swept away because 
they departed from the laws of their 
gods.

There can be no doubt that the sur 
face of the earth was violently agitated 
during the long prehistoric period when 
the planet was forming from the whirl 
ing substances, which the old Hindus
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called the fire mist. The Desert of Gobi 
was once an ocean, as was the Sahara 
and the Great Basin of western United 
States. Sea shells have been found on 
the top of Mont Blanc, and each chip 
of limestone tells a troubled story. The 
present contours of our continents are 
comparatively recent. Even in our own 
day minor changes are taking place, 
and these in turn are parts of great 
changes requiring thousands of years to 
be completed. Islands rise and sink, 
cliffs fall off into the sea, waters erode 
the land. The geological processes never 
cease; they are as inevitable as the great 
cycles of time within which they operate.

But these gradual changes do not 
explain the Ragnarok, and the concept 
of a universal deluge as we find it in 
early writings violates the known laws 
governing geological processes. While it 
is quite possible that a tribe or nation 
might be destroyed by volcanic action, 
earthquakes, or local floods, these dis 
asters could not have involved the entire 
surface of the planet. The several con 
tinents were never submerged simul 
taneously, and it is a physical impossi 
bility that the oceans could have risen 
and submerged them. Yet something 
did happen, so vast in its proportions 
and so tremendous in its consequences 
that the occurrence is universally re 
membered.

This brings up another problem. 
How long has the earth been inhabited 
by conscious creatures capable of remem 
bering? Science has very little to say 
in favor of the mental equipment of 
the human progenitor of a million years 
ago. We have no mental conception of 
the possibility of a remote mankind 
building anything in the way of physical 
structures that earthquakes could shake 
down or floods engulf. Yet the legends 
insist that there were cities upon the 
earth in those days, and temples to 
strange gods, and races that fell into 
sin, practicing sorcery and worshiping 
evil spirits. If such cities existed where 
are their remains? Even though they 
were shaken down there would be some 
thing left locked within rocks or buried 
in the sand.

Monoliths, the rude stone monuments

of prehistoric days, are scattered about 
the surface of the earth. Most of these 
huge slabs bear neither inscription nor 
ornamentation; they have not been trued 
or finished, and the presence of human 
agency is indicated principally by the 
positions of the stones or their arrange 
ments into patterns obviously the result 
of human action. As many of these 
stones are of vast proportions the mov 
ing and placing of them implies at least 
rudimentary knowledge of engineering 
and leverage. The purpose of such com 
plexes of stone as are found at Carnac 
in Brittany and Stonehenge in England 
appear to have been astronomical or re 
ligious. There is a combination of con 
flicting factors which render these monu 
ments exceedingly mysterious.

The astronomical implications asso 
ciated with many prehistoric remains 
seem to indicate a rather advanced de 
gree of enlightenment on the part of 
their builders. But the rough stones 
themselves give no testimony of artistic 
refinement or skill in masonry. It is 
difficult to imagine that the monolithic 
people could have made any significant 
contribution to the cultural life of the 
race. When we read the pseudohis- 
torical accounts of Lemurian or early 
Atlantean scientific or philosophical at 
tainments, such descriptions must be 
taken cum grano satis. It is almost cer 
tainly a case where remoteness has lent 
enchantment. On the other hand it is 
equally absurd to assume that human 
civilization began some ten thousand 
years ago, and prior to that time the 
human estate approximated Gabriel von 
Max’s restoration of the Missing Link.

The dark curtain of history baffles all 
students of early sociology. Nations 
emerge into the light of recorded his 
tory already comparatively advanced in 
arts, sciences, religions, and ethics. It 
is evident that an extensive period of 
progress must precede the historical 
emergence, yet no adequate record of 
this prehistorical interlude between sav 
agery and civilization is available. Rec 
ords retire into zones of mythology and 
legendry which may be compared to 
that twilight which divides the darkness 
of night from the light of day.
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It is difficult to determine how long 
the human being, as we know him, 
has existed upon the earth. Conserva 
tives suggest that mankind may be from 
one to three million years old. Liberals 
speculate on the possibility of humanity 
being from five to ten million years old. 
The esoteric traditions of Asia insist 
that the genus hom o  has been here for 
approximately thirty million years. If 
mankind has been wandering on the 
globe for say five million years it is 
hard to imagine that his entire cultural 
span can be measured in terms of ten 
milleniums. Definitely there is some 
thing wrong with the picture, and some 
where in the middle distances—between 
the opinions of conservatives and the 
splendid visions of anthropological ro 
manticists— the truth must lie.

If the Altantis fable revealed by the 
Egyptians to Solon and later unfolded 
by Plato has any historical origin, a 
highly civilized race inhabited the is 
land at least twelve thousand years 
ago. There is nothing unreasonable or 
improbable in Plato’s account, but the 
absence of physical corroboration is dif 
ficult to explain. A race of empire 
builders navigating the seven seas, build 
ing cities, and developing an elaborate 
and involved culture must certainly have 
left behind enduring remnants of its 
varied achievements. Take, for example, 
pottery. There must have been cooking 
vessels, storage pots, water jars, and a 
conglameration of practical utensils. 
Perhaps they were crude, but if there is 
any truth in the Atlantis story it is 
more likely that such utensils were com 
paratively sophisticated in form and de 
sign. Pottery is one of the oldest of 
the human arts, and every ancient com 
munity had its dump pile of broken 
pots and dishes. If we could locate just 
one Atlantean refuse heap the riddle 
would be solved; in fact, most of us 
would settle the account for a fragment 
or two from such an accumulation. As 
these dump heaps are comparatively in 
destructible and will endure in a slow 
process of disintegration for thousands 
of years, it is unreasonable to assume 
that they have been obliterated by time 
alone.

The legend tells that the isle of Atlan 
tis sank beneath the sea, and this would 
account for the loss of most of the phys 
ical remains. But if the Atlanteans 
carried on elaborate colonizing programs 
some fragments bearing witness to the 
lost motherland should appear in areas 
which survived the cataclysm. There are 
evidences of early Chinese explorations 
in the Central American area, and proof 
of early Viking voyages along the coast 
of New England. No people can mi 
grate, colonize, travel, and barter with 
out leaving testimonies of their activities. 
Some possible Atlantean fragments have 
excited speculation, but nothing conclu 
sive has been reported.

Some of the most intriguing apocrypha 
relating to this field deal with the sup 
posed scientific accomplishments of pre 
historic nations. We read about Atlan 
tean airplanes, submarines, and mechan 
ically propelled vehicles; there is talk of 
electrical devices, the harnessing of uni 
versal energy, and the cosmic motive 
power called vril. The human imagina 
tion seizes upon such accounts with avid 
ity, and possibilities become certainties 
without benefit of corroborating evi 
dence. The prevailing attitude among 
the optimists on these subjects is that 
it is possible; being possible it is prob 
able; and being probable it is certain.

Most all of the prehistoric records 
that do exist are in the form of picture 
writing. The pictograph presents almost 
insurmountable obstacles to the would-be 
interpreter. We have no way of know 
ing the original intent, and there are no 
rules by which these pictures can be 
systematically examined. We find a 
large boulder bearing an intricate trac 
ing of spirals, curves, and angles, in 
what appear to be geometrical forms in 
terspersed with crude representations of 
human beings, birds, animals, and rep 
tiles. In a few cases the meanings ap 
pear to be obvious, for there are scenes 
of hunting and war, ritualistic dances, 
etc., but we cannot afford to jump to 
conclusions about these primitive picto- 
graphs. For example, the presence of 
a triangle does not mean that the primi 
tive cave dweller had been influenced by 
the Greeks because one of the letters of
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the Greek alphabet is a triangle. Sym 
bols are universally distributed, and ap 
parently originated in the human sub 
conscious. There are Chinese symbols 
that resemble Egyptian glyphs; there are 
carvings in Central America reminiscent 
of those on the Island of Crete, and 
some of the Easter Island picture forms 
remind one of drawings made by the 
Plains Indians of the United States. 
These similarities are not important un 
less they occur in a sufficiently large 
group or pattern to indicate the presence 
of a collective idea.

As most picture writing is derived 
from natural form the primitive scribe 
was likely to hit upon a pictograph sim 
ilar to that used in other parts of the 
world by men of similar minds for the 
representation of the same object. Cer 
tain glyphs which bear no distinct rela 
tionship to particular form may have 
been intended for the representation of 
abstract ideas. But the idea content 
perished with the artist and cannot be 
rescued from the figures which he left. 
The modern mind shares neither the 
experience nor the psychological perspec 
tive of the primitive world, and without 
identity of viewpoint decoding is im 
possible. The picture writing, therefore, 
can prove anything or nothing, and it 
is useless as evidence of any abstract 
fact. Certain symbols, for example the 
swastika, are traceable, and this probably 
implies early migration of peoples or the 
extension of their cultures. The bow 
and arrow migration shows the gradual 
distribution of a primitive implement. 
Such knowledge is useful, but it has 
not yet indicated any trace of antedilu 
vian civilization of importance.

Some years ago a book was published 
which has recently intrigued the public 
fancy. The book was obviously fictional 
in structure, but moral and ethical in 
content. A story was used to point out 
the dangers attendant upon the misuse 
of atomic energy for purposes of war 
and aggrandizement. A popular reprint 
of this book with a new title, Gentlemen, 
You Are Mad, has had some curious 
consequences. A number of readers 
have taken the attitude that this fiction 
is sober truth. The mainspring of the

plot is that an ancient civilization was 
entirely wiped from the surface of the 
earth by the abuse of atomic energy. 
The machinery of the plot is extremely 
ingenious, for the atomic destruction 
not only eliminated the human popula 
tion but disintegrated all the physical 
landmarks of its existence. Since read 
ing this book many are convinced that 
it explains the dark curtain which con 
ceals the remote from the imminent in 
terms of history. This atomic cataclysm 
was the universal deluge referred to in 
ancient legendry and lore. This was the 
Ragnarok, the age of terrible combus 
tions. The human mind, the workings 
of which transcend all reasonable expla 
nations, pondering the account muses 
thus: This is an answer, ergo this is the 
answer.

Though our findings must remain in 
conclusive, it is nevertheless an admir 
able subject for rumination. We may not 
arrive anywhere, but the journey will 
be interesting. There is also a powerful 
moral lesson, and after several years of 
war we are in a mood for morality. 
The atomic bomb bewilders the mind, 
and to think about it at all is to be 
burdened with a variety of apprehen 
sions. Our way of life and our very 
survival is menaced by a power over 
which the average man has no control, 
and of which, if it be released, he must 
become the helpless victim. There is 
every reason why the proletariat should 
develop a deep-seated neurosis. This is 
intensified by wide-spread realization 
that human nature is not strong enough 
to use unselfishly the products of its 
own ingenuity. A race addicted to 
abuses has discovered what to some ap 
pear as an ultimate means of gratify 
ing its perverse instincts. Some even 
suspect that this may prove to be man’s 
final way of extroverting his destructive 
tendencies.

According to the esoteric traditions of 
northern Asia five principal continental 
distributions of land and water are rec 
ognized in the geological history of our 
planet. These distributions are called 
continents, and the duration of these con 
tinents constitutes time periods called 
ages. As environments for the evolution
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of living creatures, these ages are referred 
to as worlds. In the scheme of human 
evolution each of these worlds is asso 
ciated with a race, or species, which at 
tains dominance during the period of 
time allotted to that world cycle.

The first continent was the Polarian, 
and involved the area of the original 
North Pole. As the land motions ex 
tending in a southern direction from 
the North Pole threw out vast penin 
sulas, a second distribution called the 
Hyperborean came into being. The geo 
logical patterns continued to change, 
producing successively Lemuria, the 
third continent, Atlantis, the fourth con 
tinent, and the present distribution under 
which we live—technically the fifth con 
tinent.

Lemuria is the earliest geographical 
pattern which involved the evolution of 
human beings. On the Lemurian con 
tinent, during the Lemurian age, in the 
Lemurian world, the Lemurian race 
came into existence. The old records 
describe the Lemurian continent with its 
orders of life as extending in time from 
approximately sixty million years ago 
down to the relatively recent date ten 
million B. C. The Lemurian continent 
was not merely a vast island occupying 
the South Pacific from the Australasia 
Archipelago on the west to Easter Island 
on the east as described by Dr. James 
Churchward in his book on ‘Mu.’ In 
its larger sense Lemuria was a time 
rather than a place. There was a dom 
inant continent in the Pacific at that 
time, but all land areas on the earth’s 
surface during the Lemurian age were 
parts of the Lemurian pattern. Thus 
there are fragments of Lemuria to be 
found in northern and central Africa, 
South America, the west coast of the 
United States, northern Europe, and 
central and eastern Siberia.

If we consider the now submerged 
Pacific continent of Lemuria as the 
motherland of the Lemurian race we 
must also realize that this race mi 
grated, establishing itself gradually in all 
habitable parts of the globe. The prob 
lem of waves of migration deserves 
closer attention, for it explains the ori 
gin of racial diversity. Suppose we

assume, for the sake of clarification, that 
five successive waves of migrant peoples 
left the homeland, each wave one mil 
lion years after the preceding one. We 
will designate these waves by the letters 
A to E. In this arbitrary arrangement 
A left first, and proceeding slowly fin 
ally reached a locale which invited per 
manent habitation. Possibly this migra 
tion required twenty-five or fifty thou 
sand years, and followed the path of 
migrant animals which were the prin 
cipal source of food. Tribe A settled in 
a congenial environment and gradually 
evolved a culture. This culture was a 
chemical compound of internal impulses 
and external circumstances. The arts 
and crafts were influenced by the avail 
ability of raw materials, the religion was 
modified by the climate, for like moral 
ity, our beliefs are the result of longi 
tude and lattitude. Incidentally, tribe A 
was no longer in contact with the home 
land, and gradually memories retired 
into the subconscious, supplying the 
substances of myths, legends, and fables.

A million years passed, and tribe B 
also broke away from the parent body 
to heed the call of the wanderlust. It 
traveled in the same general direction 
as tribe A, and in the course of its wan 
derings it established contact with the 
earlier migrants. Although of the same 
blood these two tribes met as complete 
strangers, and likely as not as enemies. 
They did not speak the same language; 
they did not worship the same gods; 
they did not practice the same arts and 
crafts, and environment had modified 
even their appearance. There may have 
been a struggle for the green valley, the 
good hunting land, or the wealth 
which tribe A had stored up in its 
granaries and treasure houses. In the 
end tribe B may have taken the lands 
and enslaved the peoples, or it may have 
driven tribe A into the wilderness to 
seek a new home. Thus it happened 
that tribe B did not build an empire 
step bv step but took one already built, 
and settled down to tbe difficult task of 
adjusting its own primitive instincts to 
more sophisticated standards.

Another million years passed and tribe 
C, in search of fame and fortune, started
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out in a different direction, for word 
had reached the motherland that foreign 
and war-like people had set up empires 
in the green valleys beyond the moun 
tains. Tribe C, without benefit of com 
pass, proceeded aimlessly until it reached 
the shores of a great ocean. It could 
not pass beyond this natural barrier so 
it followed the winding shore line, and 
in the course of centuries was deflected 
into the lands now held by tribe B. By 
this time tribes A and B had become 
nations. They had forgotten their an 
cient grievances, and were bound to 
gether by strong treaties. Naturally they 
formed a holy alliance and united their 
resources to drive C off the land sacred 
to their forefathers. In the pitch battle 
which ensued tribe C was routed, and 
the survivors were among the spoils di 
vided by the victors. These captives 
were referred to as savages, and it be 
came necessary to tutor them in the 
ways of wisdom and progress. In time 
they also were assimilated, and contrib 
uted their part to the increasing com 
plexity of the psychological pattern.

Back in the homeland tribes D and 
E, learning in the course of centuries 
that a large group of their own people 
had been massacred by an alliance of 
foreign nations, decided to punish these 
arrogant enemies. So they raised an 
army comprising all of the able-bodied 
of the motherland, and they went forth 
to right ancient wrongs. The very prac 
tical incentive for the expedition may 
have been that the strange people be 
yond the mountains were making seri 
ous inroads into the food supply, so the 
tribes of the homeland, led by D and 
E, the dominant clans, attacked the 
lands of the foreigners, and there was 
a mighty struggle which lasted for cen 
turies. The warfare was so destructive 
that in the end the struggle was arbi 
trated, and allotments of land were set 
aside for each faction, thus creating the 
national boundaries, provinces, and 
states. The original homeland, weak 
ened by neglect, fell into ruins. If a 
map maker attempted to depict the dis 
tribution of the several nations which 
had come into being he would no longer 
deal with one people but with five dis 

tinct cultures. By this time E, the fifth 
tribe, was tired of remaining with the 
other four and started out to win new 
glories in the wilderness. This is the 
way in which time and place break up 
unity by creating cultural intervals. The 
tribes A to E  were the subraces distin 
guished within the structure of racial 
anthropology. Actually all five were 
one people, but in manifestation basic 
unity had vanished, and superficial di 
versity appeared in its place. The world 
was not inhabited by different peoples, 
but by one human family broken up 
into fragments by the adventure of liv 
ing.

When many branches break off, and 
like the fabled Banyon tree grow new 
roots, one of the branches inevitably 
becomes dominant. This strong tribe, 
later nation, draws vassel states about 
itself and imposes its own culture upon 
the world of its own kind. When these 
indications are clearly visible this dom 
inant subdivision becomes the nucleus 
of the next racial motion. From these 
observations it is easy to understand 
that the submergence of a continent 
does not destroy a race; it merely re 
moves part of its traditional background 
and clears the way for the rise of a new 
racial complex.

The intellectual and cultural attain 
ments of the Lemurian people as a 
group are subjects of considerable con 
troversy. There is nothing to indicate 
that the Lemurians attained any high 
standard of civilization in the terms of 
our present way of life. We are not 
sure that the old Lemurians actually had 
a written language, nor do we have 
any proof that they refined their stand 
ards of living and thinking by any 
formal attainments in science, philos 
ophy, religion, or art. Therefore we 
cannot subscribe to Churchward’s draw 
ing of a typical Lemurian landscape 
sprinkled with buildings combining the 
architectural elements of the Jamma 
Musjid at Delhi and the Tower of 
London. We might be closer to the 
truth if we compare the Lemurian cul 
ture with that of tribes inhabiting in 
accessible areas of central Africa or the 
unexplored jungles of the upper Ama-
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A  M A P  O F  T H E  L O S T  A T L A N T I S

A reconstruction by Dr. Paul Schliemann made from  deep sea survey. T he concentric ovals 
show how  the great city o f the Atlanteans was built, according to the story told by Plato.

zon. Just as the primitive human be 
ing of today practices magical arts, and 
seemingly possesses an intuitive knowl 
edge from the forces working in nature 
about him, the Lemurian could well 
have shared in the instinctive kind of 
knowing we associate with aboriginal 
society. Beyond this point findings are 
mostly the distortion of facts for the de 
fense of presuppositions.

It is possible that the seismic cata 
clysms which destroyed the Lemurian 
motherland millions of years ago may 
have played a part in the rise of the 
Atlantic continent on the opposite side 
of the globe. From the traditional rec- 
ors it would seem that the golden age 
of Atlantis was prior to one million 
B. C. The Atlantean distribution ex 
tended over an immense area involving 
Scandinavia, Greenland, and Labrador 
on the north, and uniting northern 
Africa with Brazil on the south. The 
central part of the United States was 
under water at that time. About one 
million B. C. the Atlantean continent 
began to break up. Fragments fell away, 
areas sank, and the outer boundaries 
were eaten away by a kind of cosmic 
erosion. At last only the Island of 
Poseidonis remained, and it was this last 
island, about the size of Australia, and 
located approximately in the area of the 
Azore Islands, that was described by

Plato as having sunk about ten thou 
sand years before the Trojan War.

The Atlantean was a far higher type 
of human being than the Lemurian. 
All traditions ascribe to him an ad 
vanced form of culture. Instinctively we 
have assumed that the later Atlantean 
had about reached that stage of social 
integration which we attribute to the 
Maya and the Aztec people of Central 
America and Mexico. Reconstructions 
of Atlantis nearly always represent 
Atlantean cities much in the style of 
Maya communities. The Atlantean do 
mesticated the horse, cultivated wheat, 
probably possessed some form of hiero 
glyphic or hieratic writing that had 
formalized basic programs in science 
and art. The Hindu sacred books men 
tion two Atlantean astrologers by name, 
and legendry implies the practices of 
sorcery and transcendental magic. It is 
not known that the Atlanteans possessed 
any monetary system, but according to 
Plato they engaged in large scale barter 
and exchange. Their government was 
a hereditary monarchy, and their nation 
was divided into states and principali 
ties. They had a national code of laws 
and a national faith. They practiced 
agriculture on a large scale, had property 
rights, paid taxes to the central govern 
ment, and engaged in various civic en 
terprises.
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It might be a reasonable conclusion 
that people possessing such institutions 
would be quite similar to ourselves, but 
such a conclusion is not necessarily 
sound. The Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas 
fulfill all the requirements we have enu 
merated, but their cultures retained a 
barbaric flavor entirety strange to our 
conservative patterns of propriety.

This brings us to a vital issue. What 
was the scientific attainment of the 
Atlantéans? Is it possible that they pos 
sessed any advanced knowledge compar 
able to our present skill in biology and 
physics? I think we may safely say 
without fear of contradiction by any in 
formed person that there is no evidence 
which proves or even indicates that the 
Atlantean ever built a laboratory re 
motely resembling those which now 
grace our institutes of technology. Such 
equipment was entirely useless to their 
way of life, and like the Greeks, Egyp 
tians, ancient Hindus, Chinese, and the 
Centra! American Indians, they could 
have developed a highly satisfactory 
culture without benefit of science. No 
ancient nation was essentially indus 
trious. Antiquity was still close to the 
earth; in fact, modern civilization did 
not shift from its agrarian foundations 
until the last decade of the 19th century. 
Our own highly industrialized way of 
life is only about fifty years old, and 
already shows symptoms of senility.

Without industrial motivation, with 
out a highly evolved economic system, 
and without intensive competition, mod 
ern institutions could not have attained 
their present imposing proportions. 
While cowrie shells and wampum con 
stitute currency and the good wife is 
worth six horses there is not the proper 
perspective to impel the mind to the 
desperate courses of high finance. I 
think we may rule out the Atlantean 
scientist as a figment of the imagina 
tion. At the same time I think we may 
rule in the Atlantean high priest, a man 
utterly beyond the comprehension of the 
average modern. This high priest was 
a familiar figure throughout antiquity. 
Whether he wore a bonnet inscribed 
with the words “Holiness unto the 
Lord,” a golden serpent upon his brow,

or a crest of quetzal plumes, he was 
always and everywhere the servant of the 
hidden god and the master of the mys 
teries. It seems to me that he is the 
Atlantean with whom we have to 
reckon. The high priest ruled Egypt, 
Greece, and India; even the Roman 
Caesars found it wise to humor him. 
He spoke with the authority of God 
and the voice of the people. He was 
the repository of all knowledge sacred 
and profane. His temple was the shrine, 
the university, the hospital, and the 
library. Like the druids of ancient 
Gaul and Britain he unsheathed the 
sword of war, and at his will it was 
sheathed again. He performed the 
sacred rites, and drew fire from the sky 

•with his crystal ring. At night he
climbed the ancient towers to study the 
stars. He was present at the birth of 
kings, pronouncing the auguries and 
preserving the records. He was the 
stern magistrate over the great, and the 
gentle father of the lowly. Feared by 
the evildoers, respected by the. wise, and 
loved by the simple, the high priest was 
the master of his world.

If the Altanteans possessed any pro 
found mysteries, or were party to any 
secrets of the cosmos, this knowledge 
was vested in the hierophant of their 
esoteric cult. Their religion was the 
faith of the winged serpent whose coils 
represented the motions of cosmic life. 
This same serpent they carried to far 
places and distant lands as the peculiar 
mark and seal of their race and power.

As magic is still the secret art that 
has descended from an unknown an 
tiquity it seems reasonable that magic 
was the secret science of Atlantis. The 
high priest was the magician, ruling as 
did Prospero in T he Tempest over an 
invisible empire of airy things. Per 
haps the Atlantean high priest did not 
understand the laws governing the mir 
acles that could be wrought by the song, 
the dance, and the old words of power. 
But whether he understood or not he 
could work the wonders and the mystic 
formulas which commanded the ele 
ments, and the creatures that dwelt in 
them belonged to him and the one he 
elected to succeed him.
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Magic is a kind of fourth dimension 
of science. It is the power of the man 
beyond the power of the machine. It 
is the human instrument strangely ex 
tended toward supremacy over the 
world. Ours is an endless questing into 
the hidden ways of nature. We are 
seeking to know by discovery, by chip 
ping away little by little the walls which 
stand between us and the cosmos. 
Magic is an internal becoming, the 
power of projecting ourselves through 
the walls by becoming internally greater 
than our own ignorance.

All this contemplation of abstract mat 
ters leads us back to the Atlantean high 
priest whose image rises Sphinxlike be 
fore our minds. I wonder how we 
would feel if he stood in our presence 
today robed in the savage habiliments 
of his office? Certainly this high priest 
would be inscrutable. He would have 
the broad, flat, deep-furrowed face 
which we associate with those in whose 
veins flows the old Mongolian blood. 
His mien would be silent and reserved, 
and regardless of the manner of his dress 
he would be impressive in his own right. 
He would be difficult to psychoanalyze, 
for his personality and the elements 
which compound to form his character 
would be beyond our experience. The 
more we studied him the more willing 
we would be to accept his inner strength.

Many years ago I brought a great 
Navajo Indian medicine priest to Cali 
fornia and entertained him for several 
weeks. He was a magnificent man in 
his early sixties. By any standard he 
was handsome, and in any social gath 
ering he was distinguished. The Has- 
teen stood over six feet in his moc 
casins, and his maroon-colored velvet 
shirt was an appropriate background 
for antique silver and turquoise jewelry. 
Though unable to read or write, this 
man radiated learning. His features 
were those of a scholar, and his ob 
vious strength was softened by the kind 
ly and gentle spirit which flowed out 
through his eyes and expressed itself 
in his every gesture and action. Though 
by livelihood a sheepherder and a weav 
er, and totally without affectation or 
pretension, he was not only a high priest

of his people but a great and good man. 
Men of this caliber could and did exert 
a powerful force in the forming of an 
cient empires, and their contributions 
must be considered sympathetically.

The whole problem is one of internal 
power, and it is difficult for us to ap 
praise this secret force with any degree 
of accuracy. The whole subject is so 
far from our present experience that we 
lack the vital instruments of mental 
and psychical contacts. We are removed 
from the old magic by an ever-widening 
interval of internal and external per 
spectives.

A large part of the nominal Christian 
world, for example, believes in the mir 
aculous but not in the miracle worker. 
Nearly all religions teach by word and 
example the reality of superphysical 
forces which can be controlled by certain 
human beings under certain conditions, 
but these same believers condemn with 
out consideration any contemporary per 
son who claims or exhibits extrasensory 
aptitudes. To the popular mind the de 
ceased miracle worker is a saint, and the 
living one a charlatan.

If an ancient world were destroyed 
by human abuse of universal energies, 
such misuse of power must have re 
sulted from the perversion of the old re 
ligious magic. Such fragments of an 
cient tradition that have survived state 
in various degrees of definiteness that 
antediluvian society was destroyed be 
cause it departed from the ways of the 
gods and disobeyed heaven, and fell 
into sorcery. This explanation becomes 
acceptable if we wish to assume that 
sorcery is a fact in nature and that the 
sorcerer is capable of upsetting the equi 
librium in the field of energy which 
maintains the balance of life.

Our next problem, therefore, is to de 
termine if we can whether or not the 
human being has the internal capacity 
to modify or disarrange the electric and 
magnetic fields of his planet. This is 
a difficult question to answer without 
falling into some extreme of prejudice 
or opinion. Most explorers and travelers 
who have spent years among primitive 
people have been impressed by the extra 
ordinary powers of shamans, witch doc-
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to rs , v o o d o o  p rie s ts , a n d  In d ia n  m e d i 
c in e  m e n . I t  re q u ire s  c o n s id e ra b le  p re j 
u d ic e  to  ig n o r e  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  
te s t im o n y  w h ic h  b e a rs  w itn e ss  to  th e  
re a lity  o f  th e  m ir a c u lo u s .

T h e r e  is a lso  c o n s id e ra b le  d o u b t as to  
w h e th e r  th e  m a g ic ia n s  o f  a b o r ig in a l 
tr ib e s  a c tu a lly  u n d e rsto o d  th e  fo rm u la s  
t h a t  th e y  u sed  o r  th e  resu lts  th a t  th ey  
o b ta in e d . M a g ic  is a t ra d it io n a l a r t  c o n  
s is t in g  o f  fo r m u la s , ta lis m a n ic  a r t ifa c ts , 
re lic s , an d  fe tish e s . M a g ic  is b o rn  o f  
s o n g  a n d  d a n c e ; o f  r itu a l a n d  p ray er . 
T h e s e  fo rm s  h a v e  d e sce n d e d  f r o m  th e  
u n k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w a b le  p a st, a n d  th e  
c e r e m o n ie s  a re  p e r fo rm e d  u n d e r  th e  
g u id a n c e  a n d  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  tr ib a l 
p r ie s t . T h e r e  is m a g ic  to  m a k e  th e  
e a r th  g r o w  its  h a rv ests , to  b r in g  ra in ,-  
a n d  to  sc a tte r  s to rm s . T h e r e  is m a g ic  
t o  b r in g  c h ild r e n , a n d  to  ca rry  th e  ag ed  
sa fe ly  to  th e  o th e r  w o rld . T h e r e  is 
m a g ic  a g a in s t  p la g u e s , a n d  w a r , an d  
c r im e , an d  th e r e  is  e v e n  m a g ic  a g a in s t  
m a g ic . T h e r e  a lso  se e m s to  b e  c o n s id e r  
a b le  d if fe re n c e  in  th e  d e g re e  o f  p ro fi 
c ie n c y  a tta in e d  by  m a g ic ia n s . S o m e  ca n  
p e r fo rm  o n ly  th e  s im p le s t  o f  th e  m y s  
te r ie s , a n d  o th e rs  a p p e a r  to  c o n tro l a ll 
o f  th e  s tra n g e  w o r k in g s  o f  n a tu re . 
M a g ic  w a s th e  sc ie n ce  o f  a n t iq u ity , ev en  
a s  s c ie n ce  is th e  m a g ic  o f  to d a y .

A t  th e  m o m e n t  w e  a re  s o m e w h a t 
p e r tu rb e d  b e ca u se  a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f  o u r  
sc ie n tis ts  a p p e a r  to  h av e o v e rre a ch e d  
th e m se lv e s . T h e  m a g ic  o f  sc ie n ce  th r e a t  
e n s  to  e sca p e  fro m  h u m a n  c o n tro l to  th e  
d e g re e  th a t  w e  m ay  b e c o m e  th e  v ic tim s  
o f  o u r  o w n  “ n e w  a n d  u se fu l im p r o v e  
m e n ts .”  S u p p o se  in  th o se  o ld  d a y s w h e n  
th e  s c ie n ce  o f  m a g ic  e n jo y e d  u n iv e rsa l 
a c c e p ta n c e  a n d  m a g ic ia n s  w e re  in  th e  
v a n g u a rd  o f  p ro g re ss  a p a ra lle l s itu a t io n  
h a d  e x is te d . T h e  s c ie n ce  o f  m a g ic  o v e r  
step p ed  its e lf  th ro u g h  th e  p e rso n s o f  
c e r ta in  p rie s ts  w h o  h ad  d isco v ered  th e  
e s o te r ic  se c re ts  o f  u n iv e rsa l p o w e r . P r o b  
a b ly  th e y  w e re  n o  w is e r  in  th e  u se o f  
t h e ir  n e w -fo u n d  in s tr u m e n t  o f  p erso n a l 
g r a t if ic a t io n  th a n  w e  a re  to d a y . B y  
e v e ry  ru le  o f  th e  g a m e  o f  l if e  w e  sh o u ld  
b e  in f in ite ly  b e tte r -e q u ip p e d  to  u se u n  
l im ite d  p o w e r c o n s tru c t iv e ly  th a n  so m e 
o ld  n a t io n  in  a t r a n s it io n a l s ta g e  b e tw e e n  
sa v a g e ry  a n d  b a r b a r is m . I f  w e  f in d  o u r  

se lv es  in a d e q u a te  to  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  a 
v ast p o w e r w e  sh o u ld  h av e  a  s y m p a th e t  
ic  a p p r e c ia tio n  fo r  p re h is to r ic  d ile m m a .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  a n c ie n t  m y th s  th e r e  
w a s  a  p la n e t c a lle d  R a g n a r o k  w h ic h  
m o v e d  in  th e  o r b it  n o w  a scr ib e d  to  th e  
a s te ro id s  b e tw e e n  M a r s  a n d  Ju p ite r . 
T h e  c a b a lis ts , w h o  w e re  g iv e n  to  a b s tr a c t  
sp e c u la t io n , h e ld  th a t  th is  p la n e t  w a s 
L u c i fe r ,  th e  s ta r  a n g e l w h o  fe ll  fro m  
h e a v e n . L u c i f e r ’s p la n e t  w a s sh a ttered  
by  th e  f la m in g  sw o rd  o f  th e  a rc h a n g e l 
M ic h a e l, th e  g e n e r a lis s im o  o f  th e  a rm ie s  
o f  h e a v e n . T h e  b r o k e n  fr a g m e n ts  o f  
th e  lo s t  p la n e t  s t ill  m o v e  in  th e ir  o r ig  
in a l o r b it  a n d  a re  th e  a s te ro id s . L u c i  
f e r  is  th e  sa m e  as th e  N o r d ic  L o k i ,  th e  
s p ir it  o f  f ire . In  N o r s e  m y th o lo g y  L o k i  
is lo c k e d  w ith in  m a tte r , w h e r e  h e  m u s t  
r e m a in  im p r iso n e d  u n t il  th e  tw il ig h t  o f  
th e  g o d s w h e n  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  ch a o s  
a re  re leased  fro m  th e  p a tte rn  o f  c re a tio n . 
L u c i fe r  is p o w e r , fo rc e , c o s m ic  f ire , 
e n e r g y ; th e  d y n a m ic  a g e n t  h e ld  te m  
p o ra r ily  w ith in  re a s o n a b le  b o u n d a r ie s  by  
th e  w ill o f  th e  g o d s . T h e y  u sed  h is 
f ir e  to  fo r m  th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  th is  fire  
is  fo re v e r  s e e k in g  t o  e sc a p e  f ro m  th e  
n e t  o f  u n iv e rsa l la w s a n d  c o n s u m e  th e  
w o rld .

L u c i fe r  w a s c a s t  fro m  h e a v e n  fo r  a t  
te m p t in g  to  b e  g r e a te r  th a n  th e  h id d e n  
g o d , w h o  sits  in  ju d g m e n t  o v e r  th e  
w o r ld . L u c i f e r  w a s s tro n g  w ith  p rid e , 
a n d  c e r ta in  o f  h is  o w n  s tr e n g th . H e  
so u g h t  to  w re n c h  th e  u n iv e rsa l so v er 
e ig n ty  fo r  h im s e lf , an d  fo r  th is  h e  fe ll ,  
a n d  w ith  h im  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  h o sts  o f  
h e a v en .

I f  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  R a g n a r o k  is to  
be re g a rd e d  as a n  a s tro n o m ic a l p h e n o m  
e n o n  in v o lv in g  th e  d is in te g r a tio n  o f  a 
p la n e t  by  ca u se s  u n k n o w n , h o w  d id  it 
h a p p e n  t h a t  p r im itiv e  h u m a n ity  u p o n  
th is  e a r th  p e rp e tu a te d  th e  re c o rd  o f  a 
d isa ste r  c o m p le te ly  b e y o n d  t h e ir  c o m  
p re h e n s io n ?  Ig n a tiu s  D o n n e lly  o p in e s  
t h a t  R a g n a r o k  w a s sh a tte re d  a f te r  th e  
c re a tio n  o f  h u m a n  l ife  u p o n  o u r  p la n e t. 
T h e  s id e re a l c o m b u s tio n  w a s o f  su ch  
p ro p o r tio n s  th a t  it  u p se t th e  n o rm a l 
r h y th m  o f  th e  so la r  sy s te m , p ro d u c in g  
a v a rie ty  o f  m o d if ic a tio n s  a n d  c h a n g e s  
in  th e  in tr ic a te  p a tte rn s  o f  e a r th  l ife . 
P a r ts  o f  R a g n a r o k  in  th e  fo r m  o f  g ig a n -
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tic  m e te o rs , a c c o r d in g  to  D o n n e lly , s tru c k  
th e  e a r th , a n d  th e  a tm o s p h e re  o f  th e  
p la n e t  b la z e d  w ith  fa l l in g  sta rs . T h e s e  
te r r ib le  c o n d it io n s  le ft  a n  in d e lib le  im  
p r in t  u p o n  th e  su b c o n s c io u s  m in d  o f  
th e  p r im itiv e  ra c e .

T h u s  th e  so la r  ca ta s tro p h e  w a s re  
flected  in  th e  a ffa irs  o f  o u r p la n e t , re  
s u ltin g  in  im p o r ta n t  g e o lo g ic a l  c h a n g e s . 
O f  co u rse  i t  is p o ss ib le  t h a t  th e  p la n e t ’s 
su rfa ce  w as lo n g  b o m b a rd e d  by m e te o rs  
f r o m  in te rp la n e ta r y  sp a ce , b u t  w h e th e r  
th e s e  m asses  w e re  th e  re s u lt  o f  a  d is  
in te g ra te d  p la n e t r e m a in s  c o n je c tu r a l .  
T h e  le g e n d ry  a n d  g e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n ce s  
o f  e x te n s iv e  c h a n g e s  d u e  to  v a rio u s  
ca u ses  a re  su m m a riz e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
ta b le :

1. T h e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  R a g n a r o k  w ith  
its  re s u lta n t  in f lu e n ce  u p o n  a ll th e  
p la n e ts  o f  th e  so la r  sy s te m , esp e  
c ia lly  th o se  w h o se  o r b its  w e re  c lo se  
to  i ts  o w n . T o  a p p r e c ia te  th is  p ic  
tu re  w e  m u st  a ssu m e  fo r  a  m o m e n t 
a  te r r if ic  re lea se  o f  a to m ic  e n e rg y  
o v e r  a  f ie ld  h u n d re d s  o f  m il l io n s  o f  

m ile s  in  d ia m e te r .
2 .  U p o n  th e  e a r th  its e lf  a s h if t  in  th e  

la n d  an d  w a te r  d is tr ib u t io n  in  th e  
S o u th  P a c if ic  b e tw e e n  A s ia  a n d  S o u th  
A m e r ic a . T h i s  is  v a r io u sly  re fe rre d  
to  as th e  su b m e rg e n c e  o f  a  c o n t in e n t  
ca lle d  G o n d w a n a  la n d , L e m u r ia , o r 
M u . G o n d w a n a  la n d  is  a  h y p o th e t  
ica l p a le o z o ic  c o n t in e n t  n o w  in te re s t  
in g  a n u m b e r  o f  sc ie n tis ts . I t  is  n o t 
c le a r  w h e th e r  G o n d w a n a  la n d  is id e n  
tic a l w ith  L e m u r ia  a n d  M u , o r  
w h e th e r  th e  la t te r  so -ca lled  c o n tin e n ts  
re p re se n t la te r  g e o lo g ic a l  c h a n g e s , o r 
p h ases, o f  th e  d is in te g r a t io n  o f  G o n d  
w a n a  la n d  its e lf . T h i s  b r e a k u p  w as 
g ra d u a l, a n d  a t  v a r io u s  p e r io d s  f r a g  
m e n ta ry  c o n t in e n ts  su rv iv e d , to g e th e r  
w ith  la n d  b r id g e s  c o n n e c t in g  th e  p re s 
e n t  c o n t in e n ts .

3 . T h e  A t la n tis  d is a s te r , c o n s is t in g  o f  
th e  g ra d u a l d is in te g r a tio n  o f  im m e n s e  
la n d  m asses  in  th e  a re a s  n o w  o c c u  
p ied  by  th e  A t la n tic  O c e a n . T h e s e  
a n c ie n t  m a sse s  a re  in d ic a te d  by  s u b  
m e rg e d  p la te a u s , th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
w h ic h  h av e b e en  d e fin e d  by  so u n d  
in g s.

4 .  A  n u m b e r  o f  m in o r  a n d  m o re  re  
c e n t  m o d if ic a tio n s  o f  c o n t in e n ta l  c o n  
to u rs  w h ic h  h av e  g iv e n  r ise  to  lo ca l 
m y th s  a n d  le g e n d s  w h ic h  h av e  b e e n  
c o n fu s e d  w ith  th e  o ld e r  a c c o u n ts .

B y  th is  a r r a n g e m e n t  th e  R a g n a r o k  d is  
a s te r  m u s t  b e  re g a rd e d  as b e y o n d  an y  
d ir e c t  p a r t  in  th e  l ife  u n fo ld m e n t  o f  
o u r  o w n  p la n e t  e x c e p t in  so  fa r  as its 
d is in te g r a tio n  a ffe c te d  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  
so la r  sy s te m . T h e  o th e r  c a ta c ly sm s  in  
o u r  l is t  w e re  p e c u lia r  to  th e  p la n e t  e a r th  
i ts e lf ,  a lth o u g h  p a ra lle l  c h a n g e s  m u st 
u n d o u b te d ly  o c c u r  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  an y  p la n e t.

I t  is  a lso  d iff icu lt to  im a g in e  th a t  
p r im it iv e  h u m a n ity  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  a  su f  
f ic ie n t  k n o w le d g e  o f  e s o te r ic  a r ts  to  h av e  
p ro d u ced  th e  G o n d w a n a  la n d  b r e a k u p , 
o r  ev e n  th e  L e m u r ia -M u  su b m e rg e n c e s . 
H u m a n  c u ltu r e  d u r in g  th e  p a le o z o ic  
p erio d  w a s a t  b e st a  s t r u g g le  fo r  s im p le  
su rv iv a l. N o n e  o f  th e  u n p ro v e d  re lics  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  L e m u r ia n  l i f e  p a tte rn  
su g g e sts  a n y  h ig h  c u ltu r a l a t ta in m e n ts . 
E v e n  th e  m o s t  o p tim is tic  e x p o n e n ts  o f  
th e  L e m u r ia n  h y p o th e s is  fa ile d  to  m a k e  
a c o n v in c in g  ca se  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  L e m u  
r ia n  s u p e rm a n . W e  c a n n o t  v isu a liz e  
h im  a s  a m o ra l u n it  su ffic ie n tly  in te  
g ra te d  to  m e r it  by  c o n d u c t  c i t h e r  a p p r o  
b a t io n  o r  c o n d e m n a tio n . T h a t  h e  co u ld  
h a v e  d e stro y e d  h is  w o r ld  by  so m e  k in d  
o f  p r im itiv e  so rce ry  seem s d o u b tfu l. I f  
th e  g o d s d estro y ed  h im  fo r  h is  s in s  it 
w as th e  g o d s th e m se lv e s  a n d  n o t th e  
L e m u r ia n  s in n e r  th a t  w ro u g h t  th e  d is  
a s te r .

In  o rd e r  to  a ssu m e  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  
a h ig h ly  c iv iliz e d  p eo p le  d u r in g  th e  
p a le o z o ic  p e r io d , o r  fo r  t h a t  m a tte r  in  
a n y  re m o te  g e o lo g ic a l  a g e , w e  m u st 
a ssu m e  th a t  th e y  v io la te d  a ll th e  re c o g  
n iz e d  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l p a tte rn s . W e  c a n  
n o t say  th a t  a n y th in g  is im p o ss ib le , b u t 
it  d oes a p p e a r  t h a t  a L e m u r ia n  su p er 
c u ltu r e  is  im p ro b a b le .

W i t h  th e  A lta n te a n s , h o w e v e r , w e  
fa c e  a d if fe re n t  s i tu a t io n . I f  S o lo n  w ere  
co rre c d y  in fo r m e d  by th e  E g y p t ia n  p riest 
o f  S a is , th e  p eo p les  o f  A t la n tis  d id  o b  
ta in  a  c u ltu r a l d is tin c tio n . T h e  p r in c e s  
o f  A t la n tis  w e re  a b le  to  d e c la r e  w a r  
a g a in s t  th e  G r e e k  s ta te s  a n d  m o v e  a
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A  M A P  O F  A T L A N T I S ,  
( a f t e r  R .  M . G a t l e f o s s é )

la rg e  a rm y  in to  th e  M e d itc r ra n e a n -  
A e g e a n  a re a s . T h i s  su g g e sts  a n  a d  
v a n ce d  fo rm  o f  so cia l o r g a n iz a t io n . 
E v e n  in  th is  case  th e  fa b le s  in d ic a te  
t h a t  it  w as th e  g o d s th e m se lv e s  w h o  
p u n ish e d  th e  A t la n te a n s  fo r  th e ir  m o ra l 
c r im e s  b y  b la s t in g  th e ir  h o m e la n d s  an d  
s c a t te r in g  th e ir  r e m n a n ts  as e x ile s  a m o n g  
fo r e ig n  n a tio n s . T h e  c r im e s  fo r  w h ic h  
th e  A t la n te a n s  w e re  p u n ish e d  w e re : d is  
o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  la w s o f  P o s e id o n  th e ir  
p a tro n  d e ity , th e  p ra c tic e  o f  so rce ry , an d  
th e  p u rs u it  o f  w a r . T h e s e  c r im e s  re  
su lte d  in  th e  A t la n te a n s  b e c o m in g  a r r o  
g a n t , se lf ish , d e sp o tic , a n d  d e v e lo p in g  
th e  c o m p le x  fo r  w o rld  d o m in io n . U n  
fo r tu n a te ly , P la to ’s a c c o u n t  is  im p e r fe c t , 
as  th e  g r e a t  p h ilo s o p h e r  d ied  b e fo re  f in  
is h in g  th is  im p o rta n t  d ia o lg u e .

I t  is a n  in te re s tin g  a ss u m p tio n  th a t 
th e  A t la n te a n  w o rld  vvas d estro y ed  b e  
ca u se  it  a d d ic te d  i ts e lf  to  d ia b o lic a l  a rt . 
T h e  old  p r ie s th o o d , d e p a r t in g  f r o m  th e

law s g o v e r n in g  th e  use o f  its  p o w e rs , 
d e v e lo p ed  te m p o ra l a m b itio n s  a n d  a b e t 
ted  th e  a v a r ic e  o f  th e  a r is to c ra c y  o f  th e ir  
n a t io n . B y  m e a n s  o f  th e ir  sa ce rd o ta l 
s c ie n ce s  th e se  A t la n te a n  w iz a rd s  in v o k e d  
u n iv e rsa l e n e rg ie s  a n d  fo rc e s  to  fu r th e r  
th e ir  te m p o ra l a m b itio n s . T h e s e  c o s m ic  
e n e rg ie s , o n c e  lo o sed , tu rn e d  u p o n  th e ir  
m a ste rs , an d  l ik e  F a u s t ’s fa m il ia r  s p ir it  
f in a lly  d estro y ed  th e  c o n ju r e r s  w h o  in  
v o k e d  th e m .

T h e  m o ra l im p lic a t io n s  in v o lv ed  in  
su c h  a  s itu a t io n  a re  c o n v in c in g  ev en  if  
th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  s o m e w h a t a b s tra c t . 
T h e  m o ra lity  in  th is  case  a rise s  f ro m  th e  
s im p le  c o n v ic t io n  th a t ev il d estroy s 
i ts e lf . A m b it io n  is its  o w n  re w a rd , an d  
all p e rv ersity  is  p u n ish e d . A s  w e  see 
th is  res ta ted  c o n tin u o u s ly  in  th e  d a ily  
h a p p e n in g s  w h ic h  m a k e  u p  liv in g  w e  
fin d  l it t le  d ifficu lty  in  a s s u m in g  th a t  
th e  A t la n te a n s  w ere  in  so m e  w a y  to 
b la m e  fo r  th e ir  o w n  fa ll .  T h e y  w e re
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m o ra l a g e n ts  re s p o n sib le  fo r  th e ir  o w n  
c o n d u c t , a n d  w e re  p u n ish e d  fo r  th e ir  
c r im e s .

T h e  q u e s t io n  th a t  re m a in s  u n so lv ed  
is  th e  m a c h in e ry  o f  th is  p u n is h m e n t. 
A n c ie n t  p eo p le  su m m e d  u p  th e  e n tire  
u n k n o w n  w o rld  o f  ca u se s  u n d e r  th e  co l 
le c tiv e  te rm  “ th e  w ill o f  th e  g o d s .” 
T h a t  w h ic h  w a s b e y o n d  th e  h u m a n  w a s 
d iv in e . A l l  th a t  co u ld  n o t  b e  e x p la in e d  
by th e  ru le s  o f  d a ily  e x p e r ie n c e  o r ig in  
a ted  in  th e  w h im s  o f  d iv in e  b e in g s . 
G r a d u a lly  w e h av e  c o m e  to  re s e n t  th e  
id ea  th a t  th e  d iv in e  w ra th  e x p la in s  th e  
o th e rw is e  u n e x p la in a b le . W e  p re fe r  to  
th in k  o f  e ffe c ts  as in h e r e n t  in  th e ir  o w n  
ca u se s . T o  u s th e  u n iv e rse  is im p e r  
so n a l, ru le d  by  a c t io n  a n d  re a c tio n , an d  
re q u ire s  n o  d e sp o tic  h ie r a rc h y  o r  te m  
p e r a m e n ta l im m o r ta l  to  e x p la in  its  p h e  
n o m e n a . I f  w e  a re  r ig h t  in  th is  m o re  
re c e n t  p e rsp e ctiv e  w e b u ild  a  s tro n g  
case  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  u n iv e rsa l e th ic s  in  
fa v o r  o f  th e  old  A t la n te a n  so rce re rs . 
I f  m isu se  b e  th e  ca u se  o f  d is a ste r  an d  
n o  o u ts id e  m o ra l a g e n ts  a re  n e ce ssa ry , 
th e n  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  a p e o p le  m u st  
re s u lt  in  th e  p e rv e rsity  o f  t h a t  p eo p le  
its e lf . I f  o r d in a ry  p e rv e rs ity  w e re  su ffi 
c ie n t  to  b r in g  d o w n  a  w o rld , o u r  w ay  
o f  l ife  m u st  h av e  p e r is h e d  lo n g  a g o .

I t  b e co m e s  a  m a tte r  o f  d e g re e . T h e  
p e rv e rs ity  o f  th e  ig n o r a n t  is  lim ite d  by  
th e  ig n o ra n c e  i ts e lf , b u t  as ig n o ra n c e  
g iv e s  p la ce  to  in te l lig e n c e  a n d  m a n  e x  
te n d s h is  p o w e rs  o v e r  la rg e r  a rea s  o f  
a c t iv ity  th e  p e rv e rsitie s  b e c o m e  co rre s  
p o n d in g ly  d a n g e ro u s . In  a  w a y  th a t  is 
o u r  p re se n t h a z a r d . F o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  
in  re co rd e d  h is to ry  m a n  h as  b e c o m e  su ffi 
c ie n tly  sk ille d  to  a c tu a lly  e n d a n g e r  h is 
o w n  su rv iv a l. U n t i l  h is  in te llig e n c e  
re a c h e d  th is  d e g re e  h e  co u ld  in ju r e  h im  
se lf  o n ly  in  sm a ll w ay s.

I n  l in e  w ith  th e se  r u m in a tio n s  le t us 
c re a te  a p a ra lle l b e tw e e n  A tla n tis  a n d  
th e  m o d e rn  w o rld . S u p p o se  th a t  th e  
A t la n te a n  m a g ic ia n -p r ie s t  h a d  c o m e  to  
th e  in te rn a l c o n tro l o f  th e  m a g ic  fo rce s  
o f  n a tu r e ?  T h r o u g h  th e  sy s te m a tic  d e  
v e lo p m e n t an d  e x te n s io n  o f  h is  in te rn a l 
re so u rce s  h e  a tta in e d  su p re m a cy  in  th e  
sp h ere  o f  h id d e n  fo rc e s . F in a l ly  he 
reach ed  th e  c r it ic a l d e c is io n  p o in t— h e 
m u st u se  w ise ly  a n d  liv e , o r  u se u n  

w ise ly  a n d  d ie . H e  c h o se  th e  le ft-h a n d  
p a th — th e  ro a d  th a t  lea d s th r o u g h  se lf  
ish n e ss  to  o b liv io n .

W e  are  a t th e  sa m e cro ssro a d s  o r  fo r k  
in g  o f  th e  w ay s. W e  h a v e  e x te n d e d  
e x te rn a l d o m in a tio n s  a n d  h a v e  h itch e d  
o u r  h o p e s to  th e  d y n a m o  o f  a to m ic  
e n e rg y . U se  is a  m o ra l d e c is io n  a n d  
m a y  b e  in s p ire d  by  a  p ro fo u n d  r e a l iz a  
t io n  o f  g o o d , o r  by  a p ro fo u n d  fe a r  o f  
th e  co n se q u e n c e s  o f  e v il. B y  fe a r  a 
h o llo w  se m b la n c e  o f  v ir tu e  m a y  be 
fo rce d  u p o n  u s. W e  k n o w  l it t le  m o re  
a b o u t th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  a to m ic  e n e rg y  
th a n  w e do a b o u t  th e  su b s ta n c e  o f  
m a g ic , b u t vve su sp e ct th e  w o rs t . I n  
s t in c tiv e ly  w e  re a liz e  th a t  w e  la c k  th e  
m o ra l q u a lity  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  th e  co u ra g e  
o f  r ig h t  a c t io n . W e  a re  a fra id  n o t o n ly  
o f  e a ch  o th e r  b u t o f  o u rse lv e s . W e  
re a liz e  th a t  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  o u r k in d  w e  a re  p la y in g  
w ith  th e  th u n d e rb o lts  o f  Z eu s.

I f  w e  h a p p e n  to  su cceed  in  w ip in g  
o u t  o u r  k in d  by  th e  a m o ra l use o f 
a to m ic  e n e rg y  w e m a y  m a k e  a ra th e r  
tid y  jo b  o f  h o u se  c le a n in g . I t  is d o u b t 
fu l ,  h o w e v e r , th a t  w e ca n  c le a n  th e  
e a r th ’s su rfa c e  e n tire ly  o f  th e  e v id e n ce  
o f  o u r  o w n  e x is te n c e  w ith o u t  d e stro y in g  
th e  p la n e t  a lso . T h i s  is  a  th o u g h t , an d  
m a k e s  us w o n d e r  i f  b y  a n y  c h a n c e  o u r 
o ld  fr ie n d s  o n  R a g n a r o k  h it  u p o n  th is  
in g e n io u s  n o tio n . A la s , p ro b a b ly  w e 
sh a ll n e v e r  k n o w .

S h o r t  o f  a co m p le te  d is in te g r a tio n  o f  
o u r w o rld  o u r e x p lo its  w ill l in g e r  o n  
so m e w h e re  in  th e  m e m o ry  o f  n a tu re . 
E v e n  i f  so m e  c re a tu re s  sh o u ld  in h e r it  
th e  e a r th  th e y  w ill fo llo w  in  th e  old  
a ccu sto m e d  w a y  a n d  f in a lly  d isco v e r  th e  
la n d m a r k s  o f  o u r ru in s . B u t  e n o u g h  o f  
su ch  m o rb id  t h in k in g .  W e  sh o u ld  re  
m e m b e r  th e  w o rld -e n d  scares o f  th e  last 
c e n tu ry . O n e  u p r ig h t  c i t iz e n , f r ig h te n e d  
o u t o f  h is  w its , a p p ro a ch e d  R a lp h  W a ld o  
E m e r s o n  a n d  a sk e d  th e  sa g e  o f  C o n c o rd  
w h a t  h e  w o u ld  d o  i f  th e  w o rld  ca m e  
to  a n  e n d . E m e r s o n  re flected  fo r  a 
m o m e n t a n d  th e n  a n sw e re d  m ild ly , “ I 
g u ess I  w o u ld  h a v e  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  
o u t it s o m e w a y .”

T h e  a v e ra g e  m a n  n e ed s a  n e w  d im e n  
s io n  o f  t h in k in g  w ith  w h ic h  to  su s ta in  
h is  in te rn a l in te g r ity  th ro u g h  p e r io d s  o f
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e x te r n a l u n c e r ta in t ie s . In  te rm s  o f  e s  
se n tia ls  m a n  is  a n  im m o r ta l  c re a tu re , 
a n d  n e ith e r  n a tu ra l d ecay  n o r  th e  a to m ic  
b o m b  c a n  d estro y  h im . T h e  p o w e r to  
su rv iv e  d is a ste r  is  a s p ir itu a l b ir th r ig h t .  
W h e n  w e  sp e a k  o f  d e s tru c t io n  w e  m e a n  
th e  d is in te g r a tio n  o f  e x te rn a l p a tte rn s . 
T h e  in s ti tu t io n s  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b u ilt  u p , 
th e  w a y  o f  l i f e  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  cau sed  
a n d  a c c u m u la te d , a n d  th e  d re a m s  w e 
h o ld  c o n c e r n in g  th e  fu tu re  o f  o u r  in d i 
v id u a l an d  c o lle c tiv e  p u rp o ses a re  a ll 
v u ln e ra b le . B u t  th e y  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e en  
v u ln e ra b le . E a r th q u a k e s  sh a k e  d o w n  
c it ie s , p la g u e s  w ip e  o u t  ra ce s , t id a l w av es 
in u n d a te  c o m m u n it ie s , a n d  a ll t h a t  is 
b u i lt  o u t  o f  th e  e a r th  m u s t  in  th e  en d  
re tu r n  to  th e  e a r th . F o r  e a c h  m a n  th e  
w o r ld ’s e n d u r a n c e  . is id e n tic a l  w ith  h is  
o w n  sp a n , a n d  a ll a m b it io n s  e n d  in  
u lt im a te  d a rk n e s s  a n d  d is s a t is fa c t io n .

I t  is  l if e  a n d  n o t fo r m  th a t  g o es  o n  
to  v ic to ry . I f  w e d estro y  a w o rld  w e 
sh a ll b u ild  a b e tte r  o n e , fo r  o u t  o f  c r e a t  
in g  a n d  d e s tro y in g  c o m e s  th e  f in a l p ro  
te c t io n  o f  th e  m o ra l a n d  e th ic a l  v a lu es . 
I t  is n o t tru ly  a d is a ste r  i f  c o rru p tio n  
d e stro y s its e lf . T h e  d isa ste r  is t h a t  w e  
re a l iz e  o u rse lv e s  to  b e  p a rt  o f  th a t  c o r  
ru p t io n  a n d  m e r it  th a t  d isa ste r . W e  are  
c o n fr o n te d  w ith  a d e c is io n  w h ic h  is 
m o r e  im p o r ta n t  to  o u r  a m b itio n s  th a n  
to  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  o u rse lv e s . W e  a re  
b e in g  re m in d e d  o n c e  m o re  th a t  th e re  
a re  ru le s  g o v e r n in g  th e  g a m e s  o f  l iv in g . 
I f  w e  k e e p  th e  ru le s  w e  a re  h a p p y ; i f  
w e b r e a k  th e  ru le s w e  a re  u n h a p p y . I t  
is as s im p le  as t h a t ,  b u t  th e  v e ry  s im  
p lic ity  is to o  m u c h  fo r  u s.

W h e n  m o d e rn  m a n  d oes n o t k n o w  
w h a t  to  d o  n e x t  h e  c o n tr ib u te s  g e n e r  
o u sly  to  c re a te  a fu n d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se

o f  m a k in g  a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  su rv ey  o f  
th e  im m in e n t  d iff ic u ltie s . A  c o m m itte e  
is fo r m e d , a n d  th e  p r im a ry  f u n c t io n  o f  
a c o m m itte e  is  to  m a k e  a lo n g  a n d  d e  
ta ile d  r e p o r t  a n d  th e n  a d jo u r n . T h is  
re p o r t , m u c h  to o  lo n g  to  b e  read  a n d  
m u c h  to o  c o m p lic a te d  to  b e  im p o rta n t , 
p ro m p tly  lo ses its e lf  in  its  o w n  c o n  
fu s io n . T h e n  it  is  n e ce ssa ry  t o  fo rm
a  n e w  c o m m itte e  to  c h e c k  u p o n  th e  o ld  
c o m m itte e . T h e  n e w  c o m m itte e  a lw ay s 
f in d s  f in a n c ia l  d is c re p a n c ie s , b u t  by  th is  
t im e  th e  c r is is  is p assed  a n d  ev e ry o n e  
w o n d e rs  w h y  a c o m m itte e  e x is te d  in  th e  
f ir s t  p la c e . I t  is  th e  s a m e  w a y  w ith
a to m ic  e n e rg y . B y  th e  t im e  w e  d e c id e  
w h a t  w e  sh o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  w ith  th is  
c o s m ic  fo r c e  a n d  h o w  w e  sh o u ld  h av e  
h a n d le d  it w e  sh a ll a lre a d y  h a v e  u sed
it  a c c o rd in g  to  o u r  p r im a ry  in te n tio n s  
re g a rd le ss  o f  c o n se q u e n c e s .

T h e  o n ly  se c u r ity  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th is  
v a le  o f  u n c e r ta in t ie s  is  th a t  w h ic h  w e 
d is co v e r  w ith in  th e  sp ir itu a l c o n te n t  
o f  o u rse lv e s . W is d o m  is  s t r e n g th , v ir  
tu e  is  se c u r ity , an d  in te g r ity  is  su rv iv a l. 
In  th e  l if e  ru le d  by w isd o m  th e r e  is n o  
p la ce  f o r  fe a r . W e  lo o k  to  th e  fu tu r e  
w ith  a g o o d  h o p e a n d  w ith  p e r fe c t  fa ith  
in  th e  d iv in e  p la n . W e  se e k  n e ith e r  to  
e sca p e  n o r  e x p o se  o u rse lv e s  re c k le ss ly , 
b u t c o n t in u e  in  th e  d a ily  p e r fo rm a n c e  
o f  u se fu l w o r k . U n m o v e d  b y  th e  d o u b ts  
o r  te r r o r s  w h ic h  le a d  to  in d iv id u a l o r 
c o lle c t iv e  p a n ic  w e  fu lf i l l  o u r  o w n  a p  
p o in te d  ta s k s  w ith  c o m p le te  c o n fid e n c e  
in  th e  u n iv e rsa l p la n  a n d  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
w ill .  O n ly  w h e n  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  h u  
m a n  b e in g s  fu n c t io n s  f r o m  th is  fo u n d a  
t io n  o f  g e n u in e  in te g r ity  c a n  w e h o p e  
f o r  a n y  g e n e r a l re m e d y . U n t i l  th e n  e a ch  
m u s t  d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  s p ir it  w ith in  
h im s e lf  f o r  v ic to ry  o v e r  c irc u m s ta n c e s .

A B S T I N E N C E :  A  m o st p io u s p ra c tic e  w h ic h  co n sis ts  in  d e p r iv in g  o u rse lv e s  o f  
th e  b e n e fits  o f  d iv in e  p ro v id e n ce  w h o  c re a te d  a ll th in g s  to  th e  so le  e n d  o f  p re v e n t 
in g  h is  c re a tu re s  f r o m  e n jo y in g  th e m .

From Voltaire's Pocket Theology.
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A  C C O R D I N G  to  Ja p a n e s e  reco rd s, 
p o tte ry  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  p ro v in ce  

o f  S a ts u m a  a s  e a r ly  as th e  1 5 th  c e n tu ry , 
b u t th e s e  e a r ly  p ro d u cts  w e re  cru d e  
e a r th e n w a re  a n d  o f  l it t le  a e s th e tic  m e r it . 
E x a m p le s  b e lo n g in g  to  th is  p er io d  a re  
s im ila r  in  m a te r ia l  a n d  fo rm  to  th e  p r im  
itiv e  u te n s ils  o f  o th e r  A s ia t ic  a n d  N e a r  
E a s te r n  p eo p les.

O n  A u g u s t  15, 1 5 4 9  F r a n c is  X a v ie r ,  
a Je s u it  m is s io n a ry , la n d e d  a t  K a g o  
s h im a , th e  c a p ita l  o f  S a ts u m a  p ro v  
in c e . W i t h  th e  a id  o f  th e  d a irn io , a 
fe u d a l b a ro n  o f  Ja p a n  a n d  p r in c e  o f  
S a ts u m a , X a v ie r  w a s p e r m itte d  to  p re a ch  
C h r is t ia n ity  in  H y u g a , O s u m i, a n d  S a t  
su m a . T h e  B u d d h is t  p r ie s ts  re ce iv e d  th e  
C a th o lic  m is s io n a ry  re s p e c tfu lly , a n d  g a v e  
th o u g h tfu l  a t te n t io n  to  h is  w o rd s. X a v ie r ,  
im p re sse d  b y  th e  g ra c io u sn e ss  o f  h is  
h o sts , o v e rs te p p e d  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
E a s te r n  h o s ita lity  a n d  a tte m p te d  a s tre n u  
o u s  p ro g ra m  o f  c o n v e r s io n . T h e  d a im io  
b e c a m e  su sp ic io u s  th a t  h is  g u e s t  e n te r  
ta in e d  te m p o ra l a m b it io n s , a n d  w a s f u r  
th e r  d is a p p o in te d  b e ca u se  th e  fo re ig n e rs  
h a d  n o t  o p e n e d  c h a n n e ls  fo r  p ro fita b le  
tra d e . A s th e  m is s io n a ry ’s z e a l re a c h e d  
th e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f  a g g re ss iv e  re lig io u s  in  
to le ra n c e  th e  d a im io  w a s  ad v ised  by  th e  
m e m b e rs  o f  h is  c o u r t  to  e n d  th e  d is ta s te  
fu l  s i tu a t io n . I n  1 5 5 0  h e  issu ed  a n  e d ic t  
d e c la r in g  it a c a p ita l o ffe n s e  fo r  a n y  o f

h is  su b je c ts  to  e m b r a c e  C h r is t ia n ity . T h e  
e d ic t  w a s n o t re tro a c t iv e , h o w e v e r , a n d  
th e  o n e  h u n d re d  an d  f if ty  c o n v e r ts  w h o m  
X a v ie r  h ad  w o n  d u r in g  h is  tw o  y e a rs  
in  th e  p ro v in c e  w e re  p e r m itte d  to  c o n  
t in u e  u n m o le s te d  in  th e ir  n e w  fa ith . 
T h e r e  is a p o p u la r  b e lie f  t h a t  th e  c re s t  
o f  th e  P r in c e  o f  S a ts u m a , c o n s is t in g  o f  a 
c ro ss  w ith in  a c ir c le , d a te s  fro m  th is  
C h r is t ia n  in te r lu d e . T h e  c re s t  a p p e a rs  o n  
m a n y  e x a m p le s  o f  S a ts u m a  w a re , e ith e r  
as p a rt  o f  th e  o r n a m e n ta t io n  o r  a c c o m  
p a n y in g  th e  m a r k s  an d  m o n o g ra m s  
w h ic h  d is tin g u is h  th is  p o tte ry .

I t  w a s n o t  u n til 1 5 9 8  w h e n  S h im a d z u  
Y o s h ih is a  ( 1 5 3 6 - 1 6 1 1 ) ,  P r in c e  o f  S a t  
su m a , re tu rn e d  to  Ja p a n  fr o m  th e  d isa s  
tro u s  c a m p a ig n  o f  H id e y o s h i in  K o r e a  
th a t  a n  im p o rta n t  c e r a m ic  in d u s try  w as 
e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  p ro v in ce . F o l lo w in g  
th e  b ro a d  p ro g ra m  o u tlin e d  by  H id e y o sh i 
th e  d a im io  b r o u g h t  h o m e  w ith  h im  
se v e n te e n  re n o w n e d  K o r e a n  p o tte rs  fo r  
th e  e x p re ss  p u rp o se  o f  c r e a t in g  a sch o o l 
o f  a r t is a n s  w h ic h  w o u ld  e n la r g e  h is  fa m e  
as a p a tro n  o f  c u ltu r e . H e  se ttle d  th ese  
p o tte rs  in  h is  o w n  d o m a in  a n d  in  th e  
n e ig h b o r in g  p ro v in c e  o f  O s u m i.

T h e  K o r e a n s  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  th e ir  
fa m il ie s , an d  f in d in g  a h a p p y  a n d  c o m  
fo r ta b le  l if e  in  Ja p a n  tu rn e d  th e ir  a t te n  
t io n  e n tire ly  to  th e  fu r th e r a n c e  o f  t h e ir  
a r t , e x p e r im e n tin g  w ith  th e  ty p es  o f  c la y
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to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  a re a  w h e re  th e y  liv ed . 
T h e s e  K o r e a n  a r t is ts  d e c id e d ly  in flu e n ce d  
th e  c e r a m ic  in d u s try  o f  Ja p a n . A t  lea st 
se v e n  d if fe re n t  ty p es o f  p o rce la in  and  
p o tte ry , n o w  w e ll-k n o w n , sh o w  th e  m a rk s  
o f  K o r e a n  e x p e rts . T h e  p rin c ip a l c o n tr i  
b u tio n s  w e re  te c h n ic a l ra th e r  th a n  a r t is t ic , 
i f  i t  is p o ssib le  to  m a k e  su c h  a d is tin c tio n .

T h e  d a im io  o f  S a ts u m a  f in a lly  settled  
h is  K o r e a n  p o tte rs  a t  K a g o s h im a , an d  
b e sto w e d  u p o n  th e m  th e  r a n k  o f  sa m u ra i 
( g e n tr y  o r  lesse r n o b i l i ty )  as a p ra c tica l 
to k e n  o f  h is  fa v o r . A t  th e  sa m e  t im e  h e 
im p o se d  c e r ta in  re s tr ic tio n s  u p o n  th e m . 
H e  fo rb a d e  th e ir  m in g lin g  so c ia lly  w ith  
th e  n a t iv e  p o p u la t io n , a n d  p ro h ib ite d  
th e ir  in te r m a r r ia g e  w ith  th e  Ja p a n e s e . 
H e  w ish e d  to  p re serv e  th e m  a n d  th e ir  
a r t  f r o m  b e in g  g ra d u a lly  a b so rb e d  in to  
th e  p r e v a ilin g  Ja p a n e s e  c u ltu r e . I t  w as n o t 
u n t il  th e  Ja p a n e s e  sy s te m  w a s a b o lish e d  
in  187 1  th a t  th e  K o r e a n s  in  S a ts u m a  w ere  
acco rd ed  th e  fu ll  r ig h ts  an d  p r iv ile g e s  
o f  c it iz e n s h ip .

A f te r  co n s id e ra b le  re s e a rch  th e  K o r e a n  
p o tte rs  a n d  th e ir  d e sce n d a n ts  fo u n d  a n  
e x c e lle n t  c la y  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  
N a w a s h ir o g a w a , an d  a b o u t  th e  y ear 163 0  
th e  f irs t im p o rta n t  S a ts u m a  fa ie n c e  w as 
p ro d u ce d . F o r  a t im e  th e  n e w  w a re  a t  
tra c te d  l it t le  fa v o ra b le  a t te n t io n . T h e  
g e n e r a l m a n u fa c tu r e  o f  th is  p o tte ry  b e  
g a n  in  1 6 9 3  w h e n  S a ts u m a  w a re  f ir s t  
a ro u se d  th e  in te re s t  o f  n a tiv e  c o n n o is  
se u rs . I t  in cre a se d  g ra d u a lly  in  fa v o r , 
a n d  in  1 7 5 6  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  e x p o n e n t  o f  
th is  c r a f t  w a s  a p p o in te d  p o tte r  to  th e  
T o k u g a w a  c o u r t  in  Y e d d o  ( T o k y o ) .

S tu d e n ts  o f  re lig io u s  sy m b o lism  w ill 
f in d  th e  S a ts u m a  p o tte ry  o f  Ja p a n  w o rth y  
o f  p ro fo u n d  c o n s id e ra t io n . W h ile  o th e r  
w a re s  o f  C h in a , K o r e a , an d  Ja p a n  are  
h e ld  in  g r e a te r  e s te e m  th a n  th e  la te r  
p ro d u cts  o f  th e  S a ts u m a  k iln s  by  th e  
m o re  so p h is tica te d  co lle c to rs  o f  o r ie n ta l 
a r t , th e  in tr ic a te  d e c o ra tio n s  u p o n  th is  
p o tte ry  a re  o f  su b s ta n tia l  a r t is t ic  a n d  h is  
to r ic  in te r e s t . L o n g  n e g le c te d  b y  c o n n o is  
se u rs , th is  b e a u t ifu l  a n d  fa s c in a t in g  c e  
r a m ic  n o w  is ra p id ly  d is a p p e a r in g  fro m  
th e  o p e n  m a r k e t ,  a n d  fin e  e x a m p le s  c o m  
m a n d  g r e a te r  a t te n t io n  w ith  e a ch  p a ss in g  
y ear.

F o r  p ra c tic a l p u rp o se s , th e  S a tsu m a  
fa ie n c e  m ay  b e  d iv id ed  in to  f iv e  g e n e ra l

c lasses, e a c h  w ith  c le a r ly  d is tin g u ish a b le  
c h a ra c te r is t ic s .

1. P r im it iv e  w a re , c ru d e  an d  w ith o u t  
o r n a m e n ta t io n , an d  e x tre m e ly  ra re .

2 . S im p le  flo ra l d e s ig n s  o n  a c lo se ly  
c ra c k le d  su rfa ce  s lig h tly  b e ig e  o r  
c re a m  c o lo r . T h e r e  m a y  be a 
s p a r in g  u se  o f  g o ld . T h i s  w a re  is 
h e ld  to  b e  a lm o st  b e y o n d  p rice .

3 . M o re  e la b o ra te  m o tifs , in v o lv in g  
d ia p e r  an d  c o n v e n tio n a liz e d  o r n a  
m e n ta tio n  d o n e  w ith  g r e a t  a c c u r  
acy  a n d  d e ta il a n d  o f te n  g ild e d . 
F in e  sp e c im e n s  o f  th is  p e r io d  are 
v a lu ed  h ig h ly .

4 . In tr ic a te  im a g in a t io n s  o f  flo ra l d ec  
o r a tio n s  an d  b ird s  m a g n ific e n tly  
e x e c u te d  in  th e  m o s t  la v ish  sty le . 
Prich h a r m o n io u s  c o lo rs  a n d  a g e n  
e ro u s  u se o f  g o ld . T h i s  is th e  
m o s t  c o m m o n  o f th e  o ld e r  fo rm , 
b u t is m u c h  co lle c te d .

5 . E la b o r a te  g ro u p in g s  o f  h u m a n  f ig  
u re s , a lso  re lig io u s  a n d  h is to r ic  
sce n es . P a r ts  o f  th e  d e s ig n s  m a y  
be in  re lie f . T h e r e  is  m u c h  d eta il 
an d  a p ro fu s io n  o f  g i ld in g . T h is  
w o rk  is r e c e n t , b u t f in e  sp e c im e n s  
a re  ra p id ly  in c r e a s in g  in  v a lu e .

T h e  d is t in g u is h in g  fe a tu re s  o f  S a ts u m a  
w a re  a re  th e  h a rd  iv o ry -lik e  su rfa c e  a n d  
th e  n e tw o r k  o f  f in e  c ra c k le s  th a t  c o v e r  
th e  e n tir e  s u r fa c e . T h e  p a te  is so h ard  
a n d  c lo se  in  te x tu re  th a t  e x p e rts  r e fe r  to  
it as a  se m i-p o rc e la in . T h e  g la z e  is c o m  
posed  o f  fe ld s p a th ic  m a te r ia ls  a n d  l ix iv  
ia te d  w o o d a sh . T h e  w a re  is f irs t b u rn t 
a t a m o d e ra te  h e a t, th e n  d ip p ed  in to  th e  
g la z in g  c o m p o s itio n  an d  fired  a t a h ig h  
te m p e ra tu re . T h e  u n e q u a l c o n tra c t io n  
b e tw e e n  th e  b o d y  a n d  th e  g la z e  in  th e  
p ro cess o f  c o o lin g  re su lts  in  th e  e n tire  
su rfa ce  b e c o m in g  a n e tw o r k  o f  t in y  
c ra c k le s . G e o r g e  A . A u d s le y  a n d  Ja m e s  
L .  B o w e s , to  w h o se  b o o k , Keramlc Art 
of Japan, w e  a re  in d e b te d  f o r  a n u m b e r  
o f  th e  te c h n ic a l re fe re n ce s  u sed  in  p re  
p a r in g  th is  o u t lin e , th u s  d e scrib e  th e  S a t  
su m a  p a te : “ T h e  c r a c k l in g  o f  th e  th in  
tra n s p a re n t  c o a tin g s  p re se n ts  c o u n tle ss  
a n g le s  o f  re fle c tio n  a n d  r e f r a c t io n  to  th e



Illustrated Supplement to Ho r iz o n  Vo l . 7 N o. 1

S a ts u m a  b o w l a p p r o x im a te ly  150  y ea rs  o ld . T h e  c e n tr a l  fig u re  m a y  
re p re se n t D a r u m a , th e  Z e n  p a tr ia rc h . T h e  fe m a le  fig u re  is K w a n n o n . 
T h e  rest o f  th e  d e s ig n  is f ille d  up  w ith  lo h a n s  a n d  d isc ip le s .



Illustrated Supplement to H o r iz o n  V o l . 7  N o. 1

R o se  Ja r  by  th e  ce le b ra te d  a rtis t H o to d a . T h e  c e n tra l f ig u re  is 
K w a n n o n , an d  sh e  is su rro u n d e d  by s ix te e n  m a jo r  lo h a n s an d  a n u m b e r  
o f  lesser p e rso n a lit ie s . A  fe ro c io u s  d ra g o n  e n c irc le s  th e  lo w e r p a rt o f 
th e  ja r .  M a n y  o f  th e  f ig u re s  a re  ra ised , an d  a la rg e  tre e  sh ad es th e  
sa in ts  seated  b e n e a th  its b ra n ch e s .



Illustrated Supplement to H o r iz o n  V o l . 7  N o .  1

L a r g e  vase by K in  K o z a n , o n e  o f  th e  m o st fa m o u s a rtis ts . T h is  
e x c e p tio n a lly  f in e  e x a m p le , w h ic h  w as o r n a m e n te d  a b o u t 100  years 
a g o , d e p ic ts  g ro u p s  o f  p riests  a n d  lo h a n s  s u rro u n d in g  th e  fig u re  o f  
A m a te r a s u  O irii  K a m i, th e  S h in to  g o d d ess  o f  th e  su n .



Illustrated Supplement to H o r iz o n  V o l . 7  N o, 1

T a l l  S a ts u m a  vase w ith  h is to r ica l sce n e . T h e  d o m in a n t  fig u re  in  th is  
c o m p o s itio n  is M in a m o to  Y o s h its u m e , a Ja p a n e s e  w a r  lo rd  o f  th e  
m e d ie v a l p e r io d . M in a m o to  Y o s h its u m e  w as e lev a ted  to  h ig h  h o n o rs  
by th e  e m p e ro r , b u t h is  e n e m ie s  u n ite d  th e ir  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  h im  so  th a t  
a ll h is w o rld ly  e sta te  w a s s a cr ifice d .



1947 S A T S U M A  W A R E 41

l ig h t ,  a n d , as it w e re , re ta in s  it w ith in  
itse lf , g a in in g  a d e p th  a n d  r ich n e s s  c o m  
b in e d . W e  ca n  w ith  a ssu ra n ce  s ta te , th a t  
in  th e  e n tire  ra n g e  o f  K e r a m ic  A r t  th e re  
h a s  b e e n  n o  su rfa ce  p ro d u ced  m o re  re  
f in e d  in  tr e a tm e n t  o r  m o re  p e r fe c tly  
a d a p ted  to  re c e iv e , a n d  e n h a n c e  th e  v a lu e  
o f , co lo u re d  d e c o ra t io n s , th a n  t h a t  p re  
sen ted  b y  th e  b e st  sp e c im e n s  o f  o ld  
S a tsu m a  fa ie n c e .”

I t  sh o u ld  b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t  S a tsu m a  
is a n  e a r th e n w a r e  o r  p o tte ry  a n d  n o t a 
p o rc e la in , a lth o u g h  in  m a n y  w a y s it c o m  
b in e s  th e  b e s t  fe a tu re s  o f  b o th . M o st 
e x a m p le s  hav e th e  w e ig h t  a n d  th ic k n e s s  
o f  p o tte ry , b u t  so  h ig h  is  th e  g la z e  an d  
g ra c e fu l th e  fo r m  th a t  th e  b e tte r  p ieces  
g iv e  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  b e in g  th e  m o st 
d e lic a te  p o rc e la in  u n til  c lo se ly  e x a m in e d . 
T h e r e  is a p o p u la r  b e lie f  ev e n  a m o n g  
m a n y  c o lle c to rs  th a t  a ll e x a m p le s  o f  ra re  
an d  e a rly  S a ts u m a  a re  sm a ll in  s iz e , a n d  
th a t  la rg e  p ie ce s  a re  r e c e n t  a n d  in fe r io r  
in  v a lu e . T h i s  is n o t  e n tir e ly  tru e , as 
so m e e x a m p le s  o f  w h a t  is  u su a lly  ca lled  
‘a n c ie n t ’ S a tsu m a  a re  o f  co n s id e ra b le  p r o  
p o rtio n s . A  v ery  f in e  an d  d e s ira b le  p a ir  
o f  v ases o f  th e  o ld e r  d e s ig n  a re , f o r  e x  
a m p le , tw e n ty -o n e  in c h e s  in  h e ig h t. I t  
is p ro b a b ly  tru e  th a t  th e  e a r lie s t  k n o w n  
sp e c im e n s  a re  sm a ll, b u t  so m e  o f  th e  
la rg e  p ie ce s  a re  o f  g re a t  v a lu e .

T h e r e  is a le g e n d  th a t  th e  S a ts u m a  
c r a c k le  w a s th e  re s u lt  o f  a fe u d  b e tw e e n  
p o tte ry  sch o o ls  o r  fa c to r ie s  c o m p e t in g  fo r  
th e  ro y a l fa v o r . O n e  n ig h t  a r iv a l a r tisa n  
o p e n e d  th e  d o o r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  S a tsu m a  
o v e n s a n d  th re w  w a te r  u p o n  a p ie ce  in  
th e  p ro cess o f  b u r n in g . In s te a d  o f  d e  
s tro y in g  th e  p o tte ry  th e  w a te r  p ro d u ce d  
a n  u n u su a l c r a c k le . T h e  p ro cess  w a s 
th e n  cu ltiv a te d  to  its  p re se n t s ta te  o f  re  
f in e m e n t . W h e th e r  o r  n o t th is  s to ry  is 
tru e  is d iff icu lt  to  d e te r m in e , b u t  it h as 
c irc u la te d  in  Ja p a n  fo r  so m e  tim e .

T h e r e  a lso  seem s to  b e  co n s id e ra b le  
m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  im i 
ta tio n  S a ts u m a . T h i s  c o u n try  an d  E u  
ro p e h av e  b e e n  flood ed  w ith  in fe r io r  J a p  
a n e se  w a re  w h ic h  lo c a l m e rc h a n ts  h av e  
p assed  o f f  as a n c ie n t  a n d  ra re . I n  m o st 
cases th e  c o m m e r c ia l  p ie ce s  a re  so im  
p e r fe c t  in  e x e c u tio n  a n d  d e p a rt  so c o m  
p le te ly  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l w a re  th a t  th e y  
ca n  b e  re g a rd e d  as re p ro d u c tio n s  or

im ita tio n s . I n  th is  c lass b e lo n g  th e  w o rk s  
o f  K o z a n  o f  Y o k o h a m a , an d  th e  S h ib a  
F a c to r y  in  T o k y o . U s u a lly  th e  c ra c k le  
is la rg e  an d  u n p le a sa n t, th e  a r t  fo rm s  
co m p le te ly  la c k in g  in  re f in e m e n t, th e  o r  
n a m e n ta t io n s  b iz a r r e , a n d  th e  co lo rs  u n  
p le a sa n tly  b r ig h t .  E v e n  th e  n o v ice  h as 
l it t le  d ifficu lty  in  id e n tify in g  th ese  e x  
p o r t ’ p ie ce s . T h e y  a p p e a l o n ly  to  th o se  
e n tire ly  d e fic ie n t  in  a r t is t ic  in s t in c t .

I t  is  a m is ta k e  to  re g a rd  th e  m o d e rn  
p ro d u cts  o f  th e  S a ts u m a  k iln s  as fa k e s  o r 
fo rg e r ie s . T h e y  re p re se n t a  d is tin c t  a rt 
tre n d  e n tire ly  s in c e re  a n d  as w o rth y  o f  
re sp e ct as a n y  in n o v a tio n  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  
f in e  a rts . T h r e e  h u n d re d  y ea rs  f r o m  n o w  
th e se  p ro d u c tio n s  w ill b e c o m e  in  th e ir  
tu r n  g e n u in e  a n tiq u e s . T h e  m o d e rn  
p ie ce s  b e a r  o n ly  s lig h t  re s e m b la n ce  to 
th e  e a r lie r  a r t  s ty les, a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a c  
ce p te d  u p o n  th e ir  o w n  m e r it .

In  th e  p erio d  e x te n d in g  fro m  th e  c lo s  
in g  y ears o f  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry  to  th e  f ir s t  
d e ca d e  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  th e  S a tsu m a  
a rt is ts  d ev e lo p ed  th e ir  e la b o ra te  f ig u re  
te c h n iq u e . T h e y  o r n a m e n te d  th e ir  w a re  
w ith  re lig io u s  a n d  h is to r ic a l  f ig u re s  in  th e  
sty le  o f  th e  C h in e s e , K o r e a n , a n d  ea rly  
Ja p a n e s e  B u d d h is t ic  p a in t in g s . T h i s  w as 
a c o m p le te  d e p a rtu re  fro m  th e  tra d it io n  
o f  th e ir  sch o o l, b u t  I  a m  a ssu red  by  
Ja p a n e s e  a r t  c r i t ic s  th a t  th e se  e la b o ra te  
d e s ig n s  a re  g e n u in e  p ro d u cts  o f  th e  S a t  
su m a  w o rk s h o p . O b v io u s ly  th e y  a re  n o t 
co p ie s , as th e  e a r lie r  p ie ce s  n e v e r  b o re  
th is  ty p e  o f  o r n a m e n ta t io n .

M o d e r n  S a ts u m a  a g a in  d iv id e s  in to  
sev e ra l sch o o ls  o f  d e s ig n . T h e  b a s ic  w a re  
r e m a in s  th e  sa m e , th e  fo rm s  h av e 
c h a n g e d  v ery  l it t le ,  b u t  th e r e  h as been  
so m e  co m p r o m is e  to  m o d e rn  ta ste  a n d  
fo r e ig n  m a r k e ts . F o r  in s ta n c e , I  reca ll 
a n  e x q u is ite  d in n e r  se rv ice  o f  n o  a n  
t iq u ity  b u t  a t r iu m p h  in  s im p le  b e a u ty . 
A g a in s t  th e  s o ft  c re a m  c r a c k le  w a s a 
re s tra in e d  o r n a m e n ta t io n  o f  Ja p a n e s e  
w is te r ia . T h e r e  w a s a lso  a sm a ll b o w l, 
th e  in s id e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  e n tir e ly  co v ered  
w ith  a d e s ig n  o f  n e a r ly  a th o u sa n d  tin y  
b u t  p e r fe c t ly  fo rm e d  f ly in g  b ird s .

A n o th e r  m o d e rn  sty le  o f  S a tsu m a  e m  
p h a s iz e s  d e lig h tfu l  l i t t le  f ig u re s  o f  p o s 
tu r in g  Ja p a n e s e  g ir ls  in  th e ir  e la b o ra te  
k im o n o s  a n d  o b is , u s u a lly  a g a in s t  a b a c k  
g ro u n d  o f  flo w e rs  a n d  g a rd e n s . O c c a -
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s io n a lly  m e d ie v a l k n ig h ts  in  b a m b o o  
a r m o r  w a g e  w a r , o r  a n c ie n t  h e ro e s  p e r  
fo r m  su p e rn a tu ra l fe a ts  a g a in s t  d e m o n s 
o f th e  e a r th  a n d  a ir . S o  in tr ic a te  is th e  
d e ta il  th a t  it  re q u ire s  a  m a g n ify in g  g lass 
to  rev e a l th e  p a tte rn s  o f  th e  ro b e s  a n d  
th e  e x q u is ite  l in e a m e n t  o f  fa ce s  a n d  
h a n d s .

T h e  c la ss  o f  S a ts u m a  w a re  m o st in te r  
e s t in g  to  th e  s tu d e n t  o f  r e lig io n  a n d  sy m  
b o lis m  is d ev o ted  a lm o s t  e n tire ly  to  th e  
p o r tr a y in g  o f  sa in ts  a n d  sag es o f  a n c ie n t  
B u d d h is m . T h e  te c h n iq u e  is re m in isc e n t  
o f  th e  R u s s ia n  ic o n , a n d  u su a lly  th e  f ig  
u re s  w e a r  in tr ic a te ly  d e s ig n e d  ro b es a n d  
t h e ir  h e a d s  a re  su rro u n d e d  by  la rg e  
g o ld e n  h a lo s . E a c h  o f  th e  fa ce s  is a 
real o r  im a g in a r y  c h a ra c te r  s tu d y  o f  so m e 
a n c ie n t  a n d  v e n e ra b le  p e rso n , a n d  th e  
f ig u r e s  a re  g ro u p e d  to g e th e r  u n t il  th ey  
c o v e r  a lm o st  th e  e n tir e  su rfa c e  o f  th e  
o b je c t .  O fte n  a fe ro c io u s  d ra g o n  c o ils  
in  a n d  o u t  a m o n g  th e  sa in ts  an d  p a tr i  
a rc h s . T h e  g o d d e ss  K w a n n o n , th e  lad y  
o f  m e rc y , ad d s a  d e lic a te  fe m in in e  n o te  
to  a g ro u p  o f  s te rn -fa ce d  sch o la rs .

A s  w e g a z e  u p o n  a n  a ss e m b la g e  o f  
B u d d h is t  im m o r ta ls  w e r e a liz e  th a t  th e  
te c h n iq u e  o f  th e  a r t is t  w a s d o m in a te d  by 
th e  C h in e s e  a r t  tra d it io n  o f  th e  c la ss ica l 
p e r io d . I t  is o b v io u s th a t  m o st o f  th e  
c o m p o s itio n s  are  e ss e n tia lly  Z e n , a B u d  
d h is t  fo r m  w h ic h  b o rro w s  h e a v ily  fro m  
th e  sy m b o lism  o f  C h in e s e  T a o is m . T h e r e  
is  a n  e le m e n t  o f  c a r ic a tu r e  in  th e  g r im , 
g lo w e r in g  fa c e s , a n d  a  su b tle  iro n y  in th e 
s ch o la r ly  o c c u p a tio n s  p e c u lia r  to  th e  Z en  
c o n c e p t  o f  th e  in te n s e  in d u s try  in v o lv ed  
in  th e  p ro cess o f  d o in g  n o th in g  in  a n  
e x q u is ite  m a n n e r . T h e s e  o ld  Z e n  p a tr i  
a r c h s  w ere  ca lled  in  C h in a  th e  ‘v a cu ity  
f r ia r s ’ . T h e y  m a y  be e n g a g e d  in  su c h  
u se fu l p u rsu its  as p u tt in g  fra m e s  o f  w in d  
o n  p a in t in g s  o f  a ir . O n e  m a y  b e  o p e n  
in g  th e  g a te le ss  g a te , a n d  a n o th e r  m a y  be 
c lo s in g  th e  d o o rless  d o o r . A  p e n siv e  
sc h o la r  m a y  b e  r e a d in g  in te n tly  f r o m  a 
b la n k  p ie ce  o f  p a p e r . A n o th e r  d o u r-fa ced  
s a in t  c a rr ie s  a b ro o m  w ith  w h ic h  to  
sw e e p  u p  h im s e lf . L e s t  th e s e  v a r io u s  in  
d u str ie s  p ro v e  to o  a rd u o u s , th e  sag e  m a y  
h a v e  sev e ra l d isc ip le s  to  a ss is t h im . T h e s e  
h e  in s tr u c ts  by  d is c ip lin e s  ca lle d  th e  u n  
te a c h in g  te a c h in g . T o  e m p h a s iz e  so m e 
im p o r ta n t  p h a se  o f  th e  d o c tr in e  h e  p o in ts

h is  f in g e r  a t  n o th in g  a n d  th e n  b o x e s  h is 
d is c ip le ’s e a rs  f o r  lo o k in g  a t  h is  f in g e r . 
In  o n e  c o rn e r  a n  o ld  p h ilo s o p h e r  is  h o ld  
in g  h is  b r e a th  b e ca u se  h e  h a s  ju s t  in  
h a le d  th e  co sm o s. L a te r  h e  w ill re la x  
a n d  s lo w ly  e x h a le  th e  th ir ty -th r e e  w o rld s . 
W e  m a y  e x cu se  th e  a v e ra g e  O c c id e n ta l 
fo r  b e in g  u n a b le  to  g ra s p  th e  im p lic a t io n s  
o f  th ese  Z e n  d e sig n s, a n d  f o r  so le m n ly  
p r o c la im in g  su ch  o r n a m e n ta t io n  to o  in  
te lle c tu a l f o r  sh e e r  e n jo y m e n t.

F in e  a r t  is m e a su re d  in  te rm s  o f  im  
p u lse  a n d  im p a c t. I t  m a n ife s ts  i ts e lf  to 
th e  a r t is t  as a n  im p u lse  to  c re a te  w ith in  
th e  ca n o n s  o f  b e a u ty . I t  is  th is  e x p r e s  
s io n  o f  in te rn a l c o n v ic t io n  a b o u t  th e  su b  
s ta n c e  o f  th e  b e a u t ifu l w h ic h  b e sto w s 
th e  b le s s in g  o f  g re a tn e s s  u p o n  te c h n iq u e . 
T e c h n ic a l  s k il l  w ith o u t  a e s th e tic  im p u lse  
is life le ss  a n d  u n s a t is fy in g . T h e  e ffe c t  
o f  a r t  u p o n  th o se  w h o  c o n te m p la te  th e  
p ro d u ct o f  a e s th e tic  im p u lse  is  m e a su re d  
in te rm s  o f  im p a c t. T h is  im p a c t  is th e 
o v e r-a ll im p re ss io n  c re a te d  b y  th e  a r t  
o b je c t . T h e  sp o n ta n e o u s  a p p r e c ia tio n  o f 
th e  o b je c t  by  th o se  tra in e d  in  a r t  d is c r im  
in a t io n  rev e a ls  th e  p u rity  o f  th e  d e s ig n . 
T h e  m in d  a n d  e m o tio n s  a c c e p t w ith o u t  
q u e s tio n  th e  c o m p le te n e s s  a n d  su ita b ility  
o f  th e  th in g s  seen . T h e  m o m e n t  a r t  is 
ra t io n a liz e d  o r  b e c o m e s  o b v io u sly  in te l  
le c tu a l th e  p u r ity  o f  th e  a r tis try  is in  d a n  
g e r  o f  c o m p r o m is e .

I f  u p o n  e x a m in in g  a  w o rk  o f  a r t  o n e  
is im p e lle d  to  a  te rm  su c h  a s  b e a u t ifu l , 
e x q u is ite , w o n d e r fu l, p e r fe c t , o r s t ill  f u r  
th e r , i f  im p e lle d  to  a b s o lu te  s ile n c e , th e  
w o r k  h as fu lf i l le d  its  p u rp o s e . I f  th e  
im p u lse  is to  a sk  w h y  w as it d o n e , w h a t  
d oes i t  m e a n , o r  w h o  d id  it , th e  a r tis try  
is p ro c la im e d  in a d e q u a te . N a tu r a lly , 
c o m p le te  ig n o ra n c e  o f  a r t  v a lu e s  ca n  re  
s u lt  in  th e  r e je c t io n  by  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  
o f  th a t  w h ic h  is tru ly  f in e , fo r  a  m a n  
w ith o u t  tra in e d  a p p r e c ia tio n  c a n n o t  fu lly  
e s t im a te  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  a w o r k  o f  a r t . 
T h e r e  a re  ru le s  g o v e r n in g  a r t  c r i t ic is m , 
b u t  ev en  th e s e  ru le s  m a y  p ro v e  a d a n  
g e ro u s  l im ita t io n .

E a s te r n  a r t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  reg a rd ed  
w ith  a c e r ta in  a m o u n t o f  su sp ic io n  by 
O c c id e n ta l  c r it ic s  b e ca u se  o f  its  c lo s e  a ss o  
c ia t io n  w ith  th e  A s ia t ic  p sy ch o lo g y  o f  
l i f e .  T h i s  a ss o c ia tio n  m a k e s  i t  a lm o st  
im p o ss ib le  to  se p a ra te  th e  a e s th e tic  fro m
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th e  in te lle c tu a l e le m e n ts . T h e  A s ia t ic  h a s  
th e  a d v a n ta g e  in  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f  h is  o w n  
a r t  b e ca u se  th e  p sy ch o lo g ica l e le m e n ts  
a re  so w e ll u n d e rs to o d  a n d  h av e  su ch  
c o m p le te  s u b je c t iv e  a cce p ta n ce  t h a t  th ey  
n o  lo n g e r  d o m in a te  o r  c h a lle n g e  th e  e s  
se n tia l  im p u ls e  to w a rd  a p p r e c ia tio n . H e  
is  a b le  to  p re se rv e  h is  a e s th e tic  m o o d  in  
th e  m id s t  o f  w h a t  a p p e a rs  to  u s a c o n  
fu se d  re lig io u s  o r  tr a d it io n a l  sy m b o lism .

T h e  reaso n  m o s t  m o d e rn  S a ts u m a  w a re  
fa lls  b e lo w  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  g r e a t  a r t  a c  
c o r d in g  to  th e  c r i te r ia  o f  p u re  a e s th e tic s  
is  th a t  it d e p e n d s  u p o n  in te lle c tu a l e le  
m e n ts  fo r  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  its  im p a c t. L ik e  
th e  m u s ic  o f  R ic h a r d  W a g n e r , it  v io la te s  
th e  sta n d a rd  o f  im p u ls iv e  a c c e p ta n c e  an d  
d e m a n d s stu d y  a n d  re fle c tio n .

T h e  e a rly  C h in e s e  p o tte rs  m a d e  e x  
te n s iv e  u se  o f  sy m b o lism  in  th e  d e c o ra  
t io n  o f  th e ir  w a re s , b u t  w ith  th e m  th e  
sy m b o ls  w e re  a lw a y s  su b o rd in a te  to  th e  
p r in c ip a l c o n s id e ra t io n s  o f  c o lo r  an d  
fo r m . In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e y  u sed  r e l i  
g io u s  a n d  p h ilo s o p h ic a l d e v ic e s  in  te rm s 
o f  a r t  a lo n e . T h e  sy m b o l w a s se lected  
so le ly  o n  th e  basis o f  d e s ig n  a n d  n o t  w ith  
re g a rd  to  its  p h ilo s o p h ic  c o n te n t . T h u s  
e a rly  C h in e s e  c e r a m ic s  h a v e  a u n iv e rsa l 
ap p ea l a n d  c a n  b e  u n d e rsto o d  a n d  a c  
ce p te d  c o m p le te ly  in  te rm s  o f  th is  a p p e a l. 
T h e  m o r e  s im p le  a d e s ig n  th e  m o r e  d iffi 
c u lt  it is to  l im it  it  by  su ch  b o u n d a r ie s  
as t im e  a n d  p la c e . M a n y  C h in e s e  w a re s  
a re  t im e le ss . T h o u g h  o f  g r e a t  a n t iq u ity , 
th ey  a re  u tte r ly  m o d e rn . T h o u g h  m a d e  
in  C h in a , th e y  a re  a c c e p ta b le  a n y w h e re . 
T h e  S a ts u m a  p ro d u c ts  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  
a re  e sse n tia lly  Ja p a n e s e . T h e y  a re  c ir  
cu m s c r ib e d  by  tra d it io n , a n d  th e  d e s ig n s  
a re  d a te d  by  b o th  th e  te c h n iq u e  a n d  by  
th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r . A s  a re s u lt  th e y  re  
q u ire  a d if fe r e n t  s ta n d a rd  o f  v a lu a tio n . 
W e  m u s t  re m e m b e r  th a t  a r t  is n o t  g r e a t  
b e ca u se  it  is o ld , n o r  is i t  p o o r b e ca u se  
it is m o d e r n ; it is g o o d  o r  b a d  a c c o r d in g  
to  th e  im p a c t  u p o n  th e  b e h o ld e r .

T h e  ty p e  o f  S a ts u m a  w ith  w h ic h  w e  
a re  e sp e c ia lly  c o n c e r n e d  a t  th e  m o m e n t  is 
th a t  u p o n  w h ic h  re lig io u s  im a g e s  a r e  
p a in te d . I t  is th is  p a in t in g  w h ic h  b e  
co m e s  im p o rta n t  a n d  to  w h ic h  th e  fo rm s  
th e m se lv e s  a re  su b o rd in a te . T h e  S a ts u  
m a  a r t is ts  a re  p a in te rs  ra th e r  th a n  p o tte rs . 
T h i s  fu r th e r  d iv id e s  th e  p ro b le m  o f  a r  

t is t ic  a l le g ia n c e . T h i s  d iv is io n  a ffe c ts  in  
a  s tra n g e  w a y  th e  p u r ity  o f  th e  tw o  a r  
t is t ic  fo rm s , c e r a m ic s  a n d  p a in t in g . T h e  
c e r a m ic  ca n o n s  a re  m o d ifie d  to  m e e t  th e  
re q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  p a in te r , a n d  th e  
p a in te r  in  tu r n  a d a p ts  h is  d e s ig n  to  th e  
r e q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  c e r a m ic  fo r m . T h is  
a p p e a rs  as a tw o fo ld  c o m p r o m is e , an d  
w e  se c  tw o  m e n , th e  p o tte r  a n d  th e  
p a in te r , e a ch  b o w in g  ce r e m o n io u s ly  to  
th e  o th e r  a n d  e a c h  la c k in g  th e  c o u ra g e  
to  e sc a p e  in to  th e  fu lln e s s  o f  h is  o w n  
m e d iu m .

H e r e  Z e n  a g a in  e n te r s  th e  p ic tu re . T h i s  
g r a n d  o ld  c u lt  o f  n a tu re  lo v e rs  to o k  
sp e c ia l d e lig h t  in  v io la t in g  a ll tra d it io n s  
a n d  c o n v e n tio n s . T o  th e m  t h e  p o tte ry  
w as fa r  to o  fo r m a l, a n d  e a c h  p ie c e , be  it  
ta ll o r  s h o r t , s le n d e r  o r  r o tu n d , w a s a 
s m u g  l i t t le  vesse l e x h ib i t in g  its  se lf-su ffi 
c ie n c y  to  a w o n d e r in g  w o rld . T h e  m a  
je s t ic  v a se  o r  th e  p e r fe c t ly  p ro p e r l it t le  
in k  p o t w a s a k in d  o f  c ry s ta lliz e d  c o n  
c e it ,  e g o tism  in  c la y  o r  p o rc e la in , p r iz e d  
a n d  w a it in g  to  b e  a d m ire d .

T h e  Z e n is ts  w e re  n o t  m u c h  m o re  c h a r  
ita b le  in  th e ir  c r it ic is m s  o f  th e  e la b o ra te  
re lig io u s  a r t  w h ic h  h a d  d ev e lo p ed  u n d e r  
th e  in flu e n c e  o f  S h in g o n  B u d d h is m . P ic  
tu re s  h ad  b e c o m e  p riso n s  in  w h ic h  id eas  
w e re  h e ld  in  r ig id , u n c h a n g in g  fo rm s . 
T h e r e  w a s n o  a ir , n o  sp a ce  o r  s p ir it , n o  
f re e d o m , n o  e sc a p e  in to  th e  sh e e r  a b y ss o f  
w o n d e r . T h e  sy m b o lis ts  h a d  b e c o m e  so 
e x a c t  th a t  th e y  w e re  d e lu d e d  b y  th e ir  
o w n  w o rk s . T h e y  h a d  m a d e  th e  sy m  
b o l so  im p o rta n t  th a t  its  m e a n in g  w as 
fo r g o tte n . T h e  g e n r e  p a in te rs  w e re  lit t le  
b e tte r . T h e y  d re w  m o u n ta in s , w a te r fa lls , 
h u m b le  c o tta g e s  a n d  p a la ce s , b u t  in  th e ir  
co m p o s itio n s  p la ce s  w e re  so  sea l t h a t  th e  
sp aces w e re  lo s t . M a n  c a n  p a in t  a h o u se  
b u t  h e  c a n n o t  p a in t  a h o m e . W e  ca n  
stu d y  fo r m  so  in te n tly  t h a t  w e  fo rg e t  
th a t  a ll  fo r m s  a re  sh a d o w s o f  fo rce s .

W h e n  th e  e m p e ro r  o f  C h in a  a sk e d  
D a r u m a , th e  f ir s t  p a tr ia r c h  o f  Z e n , to  e x  
p la in  h is  d o c tr in e  th e  m a s te r  p ic k e d  u p  
a n  e x p e n siv e  a n d  p re c io u s  b o w l an d  ca st 
it u p o n  th e  g r o u n d  w h e re  it  b r o k e  in to  
m a n y  p ie ce s  a t  th e  e m p e ro r ’s fe e t . T h i s  
is th e  d o c tr in e , to  b r e a k  u p  th e  t ra d i 
t io n a l fo rm s  th a t  so u l p o w e rs  c a n  e sc a p e  
f ro m  th e  p r is o n s  w h ic h  m e n  h a v e  createid . 
O n e  c a n n o t  e x a m in e  th e  p o rtra its  o f  th e
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o ld  Z e n  sch o la rs  w ith o u t  r e a l iz in g  th e  
b e n ig n  c r a f t in e s s , th e  sh re w d  h u m o r , a n d  
th e  g e n t le  cy n ic ism  o f  th ese  g e n ia l a sce tics  
w h o  c u lt iv a te d  th e  f in e  a r t  o f  a p p e a r in g  
a t th e ir  w o rs t  u n d e r  a ll c o n d it io n s .

A s  w e  stu d y  e a ch  g lo w e r in g  fa ce  w e  
seem  to  p e rce iv e  a s lig h t  tw itc h in g  in  
th e  c o r n e r  o f  th e  m o u th  a n d  a f le e tin g  
tw in k le  in  th e  d e p th  o f  th e  ey es. W e  
g a in  th e  im p re ss io n  th a t  th e  o ld  g e n t le  
m a n  is t r y in g  to  p re v e n t us f r o m  n o t ic in g  
th e  m ir th  th a t  is a g i ta t in g  h is  in w a rd  
p a rts  w h ile  o u tw a r d ly  h e co n v e y s  th e  im  
p re ss io n  o f  fe r o c ity . W h a t  co u ld  b e  m o re  
e ss e n tia lly  Z e n  th a n  to  a t ta c k  a n  a n c ie n t  
a n d  e s ta b lish e d  a r t  fo rm  a n d  b r e a k  its 
c r y s ta ll iz a tio n  by  s e t t in g  u p  w ith in  it  an  
a b s u r d ity . W h a t  co u ld  d e lig h t  th e  
co m ic  p e rv e rs ity  o f  so m e  o ld  Z en  m o n k  
m o re  th o ro u g h ly  th a n  to  se t p a in te rs  to 
w o rk  p a in t in g  p o ts , a n d  p o tte rs  to  w o rk  
p re p a r in g  s ilk  a n d  p a p e r o u t  o f  c la y  to  
rece iv e  th e  p a in te r ’s b r u s h  w h ile  h e  sly ly  
c h u c k le d  in  h is  b e ard  a n d  g a th e re d  h is 
ro b e s  m o re  c lo se ly  a b o u t h im  in  co m  
p le te  s e lf -s a tis fa c t io n . H e  w o u ld  fee l 
v ery  s m u g  fo r  h a v in g  d is c o m fo rte d  sm u g  
n e ss , a n d  i f  y ou  w e re  to  p o in t  o u t  th e  
in c o n s is te n c y  o f  p r a c t ic in g  th e  v ery  v ices 
a g a in s t  w h ic h  h e  p re a ch e s  th e  m is  
ch ie v o u s  a r h a t  w o u ld  ro ll a b o u t in  c o n  
v u ls io n s  o f  la u g h te r  a n d  p ro b a b ly  se le c t 
y ou  as a d is c ip le .

A n  a ss e m b la g e  o f  Z e n  p rie s ts  u p o n  th e  
S a tsu m a  fa ie n c e  re m in d s  o n e  o f  a c o n  
su lta t io n  o f  p r o m in e n t  p h y s ic ia n s , o r  a 
c o n fe re n c e  o f  w o rld  le g is la to rs . E a c h  f ig  
u re  g iv e s  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  b e in g  b u r  
d e n e d  w ith  th e  c o lle c tiv e  m is fo r tu n e s  
o f  m a n k in d . W e  see  a w o rr ie d , h a ra sse d , 
e x h a u s te d , lo n g -s u ffe r in g  g ro u p  o f  in te l  
le c tu a ls  w h o  a p p e a r  to  be o n  th e  v e rg e  o f  
a n n o u n c in g  th e  u lt im a te  so lu tio n  to  th e  
so v e re ig n  p e r p le x it ie s  o f  G o d  a n d  n a tu re , 
b u t  i f  you  sh o u ld  a sk  th e s e  a rh a ts  th e  
s u b je c t  o f  th e ir  p o n d e ro u s  d e lib e ra t io n s  
th e y  w o u ld  lo o k  u p  b r ig h d y  a n d  r e m a r k , 
“ W e  a re  t h in k in g  o f  n o t h in g ,” a n d  th e n  
re tu r n  e a rg e r ly  to  th e ir  d e lib e ra t io n s  as 
th o u g h  t im e  an d  e te rn ity  h u n g  in  th e  
b a la n ce .

T o  u n d e rs ta n d  Z en  is to  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  m e r it  o f  th o se  p ro d u cts  o f  th e  S a  
tsu m a  k iln  w h ic h  a re  d e v o te d  to  th e  d e  
p ic t io n  o f  Z e n  p sy ch o lo g y . W e  c a n  im  

a g in e  sev e ra l co n n o isse u rs  s ta n d in g  a b o u t 
e x a m in in g  c r it ic a lly  a n  e x a m p le  o f  th is  
w o rk . T h e  sh a p e  is sa t is fa c to ry  b u t  n o t 
e x tra o rd in a ry , a n d  th e  d e co ra tio n s  co n s is t  
o f  th re e  o ld  g e n d e m e n  s it t in g  u n d e r  a 
tree  a n d  g a z in g  s tr a ig h t  o u t  a t th e  c r it ic s  
w ith  ex p re ss io n s r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  s te rn  
re b u k e s  o f  a bad  c o n s c ie n c e . I t  is n o t 
l ik e ly  th a t  th e  co n n o isse u rs  a re  a w a re  o f  
th e  co lle c tiv e  m is c h ie v o u sn e ss  t h a t  ra d i 
a tes  fro m  th e  e n tire  p ro d u c tio n . T h e  
f ir s t  m ig h t  say , “ I t  is  p ro b a b ly  a re p ro  
d u c tio n , n o t w o rth  o v e r  tw e n ty  d o lla rs . 
T h e  seco n d  m a y  in s is t, “ B u t  it h a s  th e  
seal a n d  s ig n a tu re  o f  th e  S a tsu m a  k iln s . 
P e rh a p s  it  is g e n u in e .” T h e  th ird , u n a b le  
to  re s tra in  h im s e lf , m u s t  e x h ib it  h is  sm a ll 
k n o w le d g e . “ B u t  y ou  k n o w , g e n t le m e n , 
th e se  Ja p a n e s e  p o tte rs  h av e  n o  h o n e s ty  in  
th e ir  so u ls ; th e y  w ill  s ig n  a n y th in g  w ith  
a n y o n e ’s n a m e . S e a ls  a n d  s ig n a tu re s  
m e a n  n o th in g .”

W h i le  th is  d iscu ss io n  g o e s  o n  th e  
th re e  o ld  g e n t le m e n  s it t in g  u n d e r  th e  
tree  c o n tin u e  to  g a z e  o u t  w ith  e x p re ss io n s  
w h ic h  a re  th e  A s ia t ic  e q u iv a le n t  o f  L e o n  
a rd o ’s Mona Lisa. T h e y  a re  o b v io u sly  
d e lig h te d  to  b e  th e  c e n te r  o f  a h e a te d  
a r g u m e n t. T h e y  h o p e  it w ill b e c o m e  
v io le n t. T h e y  w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  ta k e  
sid es i f  th ey  c o u ld ; th a t  is, th e y  w o u ld  
ta k e  a ll sid es a g a in s t  a n y b o d y . I t  is 
s o m e th in g  to  a sm a ll p ie ce  o f  p o tte ry  to  
h av e  th re e  in te r n a tio n a lly  fa m o u s  c r it ic s  
u p set o v e r  it .

P ro b a b ly  th e se  c r it ic s  c o m e  to  n o  c o n  
c lu s io n , w h ic h  is a p e r fe c t  e n d in g , an d  
to  th e  O r ie n ta l  m in d  a n  a p p ro p ria te  te r  
m in a tio n  to  an  O c c id e n ta l c o n fe re n c e . 
T h e  v ase  w ith  its  th re e  o ld  g e n tle m e n  is 
h a p p y , ju s t i f ie d , d e lig h te d , p e rm e a te d  
w ith  th e  w a rm  g lo w  o f  r ich ly  fu lfille d  
d e stin y . I t  m a y  be re je c te d  as a w o r k  o f  
a r t ;  th is  is o f  n o  c o n s e q u e n c e . I t  h a s  
p e r fo rm e d  th e  su p re m e  Z e n  fu n c t io n — it 
h as  ir r ita te d .

I t  is fa r  b e tte r  to  b e  d is lik e d  th a n  to 
b e  ig n o re d . T o  b e  resen ted  is  to  b e  u se  
fu l ; to  b e  d esp ised  in  o n e ’s o w n  t im e  is 
a p re re q u is ite  o f  im m o r ta l i ty . H a d  o n e  
w a n te d  to  in s u lt  th e  v ase h e  co u ld  h av e  
sa id , “ I s n ’t it  p r e t ty ? ” T h e  th re e  o ld  
g e n t le m e n  m ig h t  h a v e  g a th e re d  th e ir  
ro b e s  a b o u t  th e m  an d  ju m p e d  o ff  th e  
e n a m e l, co m p le te ly  o u tra g e d . T h e y  h ad
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n o  d e sire  to  p re a c h , te a c h , o r  sa t is fy . 
T h e y  w a n te d  to  d is tu rb . T h e i r  p u rp o se  
w a s  in  so m e  w a y  to  c r a c k  th e  se lf-su ffi 
c ie n t  c o m p o su re  o f  th e ir  p ro sp e c tiv e  
o w n e r . T h e y  w a n te d  to  r e m in d  h im  th a t 
h e d id  n o t u n d e r s ta n d  th e m , a n d  th e y  
ev en  h o p ed  th a t  h e  w o u ld  c o m e  to  th e  
c o n c lu s io n  th a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  u n d e r  
sta n d  th e m . T h i s  w a s a w ay  o f  g e t t in g  
th e  m a n  to  a d m it  th a t  th e re  w as so m e  
th in g  in  l if e  th a t  h e  d id  n o t u n d e r s ta n d . 
I f  th is  co u ld  b e  a c c o m p lish e d  c o m p la  
ce n cy  m ig h t  g iv e  w a y  to  a re a l iz a t io n  o f  
th e  n e e d  f o r  k n o w in g .

T h e  c o m p lic a t io n s  o f  th e  O r ie n ta l  m in d  
b a ff le  m o st  O c c id e n ta ls , a n d  g ra v ita te  
a g a in s t  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f  m o d e rn  A s ia t ic  
c e r a m ic s . I n  th e  E a s t  th e  m a n u fa c tu r e  
o f  sp u rio u s  a r t  o b je c ts  an d  a n t iq u e s  to  
d ece iv e  b o th  f r ie n d  a n d  fo e  is n o t  a c  
c o m p a n ie d  b y  a s t ig m a  as it is in  th e  
W e s t .  T h e  c r a f ts m a n  s ig n s  a n  a n c ie n t  
n a m e  to  h is  la te s t  m a s te rp ie c e  w ith o u t  a 
s in g le  m o r a l  q u a lm . H e  is p e r fo r m in g  
a u se fu l d u ty  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  e th ic a l  in  
s tru c t io n . I f  a m a n  b u y s a w o rk  o f  a r t  
fo r  th e  n a m e  o n  th e  b o tto m  h e  d eserv es 
n o th in g  b e tte r  th a n  a fo rg e r y . I f  h e  p u r  
ch a se s  it  b e ca u se  th e  m a k e r  is su p p o sed  to  
h a v e  b e e n  d ead  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  it is t im e  
th a t  th e  b u y e r  is se p a ra te d  f r o m  h is  p u rse . 
I f  h e  p ay s th re e  t im e s  its  v a lu e  b e ca u se  
it is  o ld , o r  sh o u ld  b e , th e  m o n e y  ju s tly  
b e lo n g s  to  so m e o n e  w h o  w ill u se it m o re  
w ise ly . I f  a m a n  c a n  b e  d e ce iv e d  h e 
sh o u ld  b e  d e ce iv e d . H e  sh o u ld  a lso  le a rn  
in  th e  co u rse  o f  t im e  th a t h e  h a s  b e e n  
d e ce iv e d . A ll  th is  is so u l g ro w th , an d  
m a y  d efla te  h is  e g o  to  re a so n a b le  p ro p o r 
tio n s . T h e  fa lse  m a r k  m e a n  n o th in g  to  
o n e  w h o  rea lly  k n o w s , fo r  th e  d is c r im in  
a t in g  c o lle c to r  b u y s a r t , n o t  a r t is ts . H e  
p u rch a se s  su p e r io r ity , n o t a n t iq u ity . H e  
p ro v es h im s e lf  b y  d is c r im in a tio n  a n d  n o t 
by  th e  m o n e y  h e sp e n d s . H e  m a y  p ass 
u p  a d o z e n  m a ssiv e  p ro d u cts  o f  g r e a t  
m a ste rs , o r  fa c s im ile s  th e r e o f , a n d  p u r  
ch a se  th e  l it t le  p o t th a t  co st f if ty  sen s. 
F o r  th is  h e  is  resp ected  b y  th e  d e a le r , 
a n d  h is  se le c t io n  is a p p r o p ria te ly  a d m ire d  
by  o th e rs  w h o se  tastes  a re  as re fin e d  as 
his o w n . H e  h a s  n o  in te re s t  in  th e  o p in  
io n s o f  th e  u n in fo r m e d .

B u t  w h e n  a n  O r ie n ta l  a r t  d e a le r  o p en s 
sh o p  in  A m e r ic a  h e  soon  d ev e lo p s a  n e g a  

t iv e  e s t im a tio n  o f  h is  c l ie n te le . N o  o n e  
w ill b u y  th e  g o o d  th in g s  b u t  w ill  p ay  
h a n d s o m e ly  fo r  a tro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  in  
th e  n a m e  o f  f in e  a r t .  T h e  w o rse  th e  
p ro d u c t th e  q u ic k e r  it  se lls . T h e  la rg e r  
it is th e  m o re  it w ill b r in g , a n d  i f  th e  
d e a le r  su av e ly  in t im a te s  th a t  it is v ery  
o ld  a n d  a g r e a t  b a r g a in  it  b e co m e s  ir re  
s is t ib le . T h e  n e x t  o rd e r  h o m e  w ill read  
s o m e th in g  l ik e  th is :  “ P le a s e  fo rw a rd  im  
m e d ia te ly  o n e  h u n d re d  d o z e n  o f  th e  
la rg e s t , lo u d e s t, a n d  m o s t  h o r r ib le  e x  
a m p le s  o f  in a r t is tr y  a v a ila b le . T h e  b a r  
b a r ia n s  h a v e  b o u g h t  m e  o u t .”

G ra d u a lly  th e  O r ie n ta l  a r t  d e a le r  b e  
c o m e s  a d is illu s io n e d  m a n . H e  fin d s  th a t 
su rv iv a l m e a n s  c a te r in g  to  th e  tastes  o f  
th e  u n in fo r m e d  m a n y  a n d  th e  p o c k e t-  
b o o k s  o f  th e  r ic h  b u t  n o t  m u c h  b e tte r  
in fo r m e d  fe w . B u t  th is  m e r c h a n t  u su a lly  
h a s  a b a c k  ro o m . S o m e tim e s  it  is b e h in d  
th e  sto re , s o m e tim e s  in  th e  a t t ic ,  o r  p e r  
h a p s in  th e  b a s e m e n t. H e r e  h e h id es  
a w a y  th e  tre a su re s  o f  h is  h o u s e . I n  d e a l 
in g  w ith  a n  O r ie n ta l  m e r c h a n t  th e  h ig h  
est s ta m p  o f  a p p ro v a l w h ic h  h e  c a n  b e  
s to w  is a n  in v ita t io n  to  v is it  th e  lit t le  
b a c k  ro o m . T h i s  sp e c ia l co n s id e ra t io n  
m u st  b e  e a rn e d  b y  p ro v in g  d is c r im in a  
t io n . Y o u  a re  sh o w n  th e  tre a su re s  o f  th e  
h o u se  o n ly  w h e n  i t  is o b v io u s  to  th e  
o w n e r  th a t  y ou  h av e  o u tg r o w n  th e  c o n  
te n ts  o f  th e  f r o n t  s to re . T h e  w h o le  p ra c  
tice  o f  b u sin e ss  c h a n g e s  a f te r  y ou  h a v e  
b e en  in it ia te d  in to  th e  s a n c tu m . T h e  
d e a le r  th e n  b e co m e s  a n  h o n e s t te a c h e r , 
e a g e r  to  in s tr u c t  y ou  in  v a lu e s . I n  f r o n t  
h e p ro b a b ly  c h a rg e d  y ou  th re e  t im e s  w h a t  
tlie  a r t ic le  w a s w o r th . I n  b a c k  h e  p a rts  
w ith  a tre a su re  fo r  a f r a c t io n  o f  its  v a lu e  
i f  th a t  is  a ll you  ca n  a ffo rd .

I n  th e  f r o n t  ro o m  o f  th e  s to re  h e  se lls ; 
in  th e  b a c k  ro o m  h e se le c ts  h o m e s  fo r  
th e  th in g s  h e  lo v es . I f  h e  d oes n o t  th in k  
you ca n  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  a p p r e c ia te , th e  
o b je c t  is n o t fo r  sa le . I f  you a rg u e  w ith  
h im  h e w ill b e  p o lite  a n d  a c c o m o d a tin g , 
b u t  m a y  lose  h is  a b il i ty  to  sp e a k  o r  u n  
d e rs ta n d  th e  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e . I n  th e  
b a c k  ro o m  ra ce  a n d  n a t io n a lity  lose  a ll 
m e a n in g . A p p r e c ia t io n  b e co m e s  a u n i  
v ersal m e d iu m  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n . G e n u  
in e  a p p r e c ia tio n  fo r  th a t  w h ic h  is tru ly  
f in e  u n ite s  th e  b u y e r  a n d  se lle r  in  a re la  
t io n s h ip  u n k n o w n  in  th e  c h a n n e ls  o f  p ro -
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fa n e  tra d e . A ll  th is  is a p a rt  o f  Z e n , th e  
s ile n t  c o m m u n io n , th e  a sse m b la g e  o f  
th o se  u n ite d  by th e  s im p le  lo v e  o f  b e a u ty .

I n  th e  f ro n t  ro o m  ev ery  w a re  th a t  h as  
a  c r a c k le  is  o ld  S a ts u m a . I f  th e  a g e  is 
n o t  su ffic ie n tly  o b v io u s  th e  p iece m a y  be 
d ip p ed  in  te a  fo r  a  few  d ay s . T h e  sa m e  
te a  c a n  c h a n g e  a f r a g m e n t  o f  m o d e rn  
b o n e  in to  p r ice le ss  a n t iq u e  iv o ry . I f  th e  
m e r c h a n t  h im s e lf  d oes n o t  p e r fo rm  th ese  
d e lic a te  fe a ts  o f  a lc h e m y  th e y  m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  a cco m p lish e d  by  th e  e x p o r te r  in 
Y o k o h a m a .

In  th e  b a c k  ro o m  th e  S a ts u m a , i f  a n y , 
is  g e n u in e , a n d  you  m a y  le a rn  so m e  in  
t r ig u in g  fa c ts . F o r  e x a m p le , th e  d e a le r  
o p e n s  a  s ilk -lin e d  ca se  to  sh o w  y o u  a 
b e a u t ifu l  l i t t le  p la te . H e  te lls  you  th a t  
i t  is  S a ts u m a , n o t  a n c ie n t  b u t  f in e , an d  
th e  ty p e  co lle c te d  by h is  o w n  p eo p le . H e  
e x p la in s  th a t  w h ile  S a ts u m a  is s t ill  m a d e  
in  K a g o s h im a , th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  in d u s try  
h a s  m o v e d  to  th e  g re a t  K in k o z a n  P o tte r y , 
w ith  its  sev e n ty -sev en  o v e n s , in  th e  A w a ta  
d is tr ic t  o f  K y o to . T h e  K in k o z a n  A w a ta  
S a ts u m a  is  n o t  a  c o u n te r fe it  o f  a n  a n c ie n t  
w a re , fo r  it  h a s  re ce iv e d  im p e ria l a p p ro v a l 
a n d  h a s  b e e n  aw a rd ed  n u m e ro u s  m e d a ls  
a n d  c e r tif ic a te s  b o th  a t h o m e  a n d  a b ro a d . 
A  f in e  sch o o l o f  a r t is ts  d ev e lo p ed  a d is  
t in c t iv e  t r a d it io n , a n d  th e  sk ill  h as  passed  
f r o m  f a th e r  to  so n .

I t  se e m s th a t th e  K y o to  p o tte rs  a re  th e 
le g it im a te  h e irs  to  th e  m e th o d , s k i l l ,  a n d  
a r t is try  o f  th e  K o r e a n  m a ste rs  w h o  w e re  
b r o u g h t  to  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  S a ts u m a  so  
lo n g  a g o . W h i le  it is t r u e  t h a t  th e  early  
p ie ce s  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l K o r e a n  w o r k  
sh o p  a re  th e  ra re s t  a n d  m o st v a lu a b le  o f  
a l l  e a s te rn  A s ia t ic  c e r a m ic s , th e  p ro d u cts  
o f  th e  K in k o z a n  k iln s  ca n  b e  ju s t  as 
im p o r ta n t ,  a n d  p s y ch o lo g ica lly  a re  le g it  
im a te  S a ts u m a . S a ts u m a  is a n  a rt m o  
t io n , a  c o n v ic t io n  in  c la y , n o t  a p la ce  or 
t im e .

T h e  n o w  fr ie n d ly  d e a le r  fu r th e r  e x  
p la in s  th a t  th e  c o rre c t  m e th o d  o f  ju d g in g  
S a ts u m a  is to  b e sto w  sp e c ia l a t te n tio n  to  
th e  d e ta il in  th e  less p r o m in e n t  p a rt  o f  
th e  d e s ig n . T h e  m o re  o b v io u s  d e co ra  
t io n s  are  u su a lly  e x e c u te d  w ith  a n  a c c e p t  
a b le  a m o u n t  o f  s k i l l ,  b u t s tu d y  th e  
h a n d le s , th e  d ia p e r  u n d e r  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  
r im , th e  lin e s  a n d  p a tte rn s  u sed  to  f ill  
se c o n d a ry  sp a ce s . T h e  -p ieces m a d e  for.

e x p o r t  sh o w  la c k  o f  c a r e  in  f in is h in g . 
T h e r e  h as b e e n  an  e c o n o m ic a l u se o f  th e  
m o re  e x p e n siv e  p ig m e n ts , a n d  th e  co lo rs  
a re  lik e ly  to  a p p e a r  lu s te r le ss . T h i s  d im  
n ess is n o t a n t iq u ity  b u t  in fe r io r ity . S u c h  
p ie ce s  co u ld  n o t  be so ld  in  Ja p a n  w h e re  
th e  a r t  c o lle c to r  n e v e r  c o n te m p la te s  th e  
o b v io u s  b u t se e k s  o u t th e  l it t le  d e fe c ts  
th a t  ca re le s sn e ss  h a s  c a u s e d . T h e  g re a t 
a r t is t  is n e v e r  ca re le ss  i f  h is  h e a rt  is in 
h is  w o r k . I f  h is  h e a rt is n o t in  h is  w o rk  
it  is  e v id e n t th a t  h e is in te re s te d  o n ly  in  
p ro d u c in g  sa la b le  m e rc h a n d is e . T h e  
la c k  o f  lo v in g  th o u g h tfu ln e s s  o n  th e  p a rt  
o f  th e  m a k e r  re m o v e s  a ll a r t is t ic  v a lu e .

I n  s e le c t in g  e x a m p le s  o f  m o d e m  S a  
tsu m a  th e  W e s te r n  c o lle c to r  w o u ld  d o 
w e ll to  s tu d y  th e  ta s te  o f  th e  n a t iv e  c o n  
n o isse u r . H e  is a w a re  o f  a ll th e  m e  
c h a n ic s  o f  th e  a rt in d u s try . H e  k n o w s  
w h a t  is g e n u in e  a n d  w h a t  is n o t g e n u in e , 
w h a t  is o ld  an d  w h a t is n o t o ld , a n d  w h a t  
is g o o d  a n d  w h a t  is n o t  g o o d . H e  d e  
te rm in e s  v a lu e s  by  in te g r ity , w h ic h  
m a n ife s ts  in  th e  q u a lity  a n d  a lm o s t  je w e l  
l ik e  ra d ia n c e  o f  th e  d e s ig n  u p o n  the 
c re a m -c o lo r e d  fa ie n c e . E a c h  sp e c im e n  
h a s  b e e n  c h o s e n  f o r  th e  m o o d  it in v o k e s , 
fo r  th e  d e lic a c y  o f  l in e  a n d  c o lo r . G o o d  
a rtis ts  m a y  d o  p o o r  w o r k . S t r u g g lin g  
m e d io c r ity  m a y  flash  fo r th  w ith  a s in g le  
e x a m p le  o f  g e n iu s . T h e s e  a r e  th e  im  
p o r ta n t  th in g s . S o m e  o f  th e  m o d e rn  
S a ts u m a s  a re  a c tu a lly  m o re  b e a u t ifu l  
th a n  th e  c la ss ic  p ie ce s , w h ic h  a re  so  ra re  
th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  c o lle c to r  c o u ld  sca rce ly  
h o p e  to  se cu re  o u ts ta n d in g  e x a m p le s . 
E v e n  e x p o rt p ie c e s  o v e r  w h ic h  th e  Ja p a  
n e se  c o lle c to r  m a y  n o t e n th u s e  ca n  b e  suffi 
c ie n tly  fin e  to  ad d  d is tin c tio n  to  th e  p ri-
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v a te  h o m e  o r  th e  p u b lic  g a lle r y . S u c h  
e x a m p le s  m a y  b e  c r it ic iz e d  by th e  s in g le  
w o rd , “ G o o d .”

T h e  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  a s k e d : “ W h y  
sh o u ld  s tu d e n ts  o f  p h ilo so p h y  a n d  c o m  
p a ra tiv e  re lig io n  ta k e  th e  t im e  a n d  e ffo r t  
to  s tu d y  a  s u b je c t  l ik e  o r ie n ta l  c e r a m ic s ? ” 
T h e r e  a re  se v e ra l d is tin c t  a d v a n ta g e s  
w h ic h  c a n  re su lt f r o m  su ch  a  p u rs u it . In  
th e  f irs t p la c e , th e  fie ld  o f  p h ilo so p h y  in  
c lu d e s  w ith in  i ts e lf  a ll a sp e cts  o f  c re a tiv e  
e n d e a v o r . T h e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  a r t  is ju s t  
as im p o r ta n t  as a n y  o th e r  b r a n c h  o f  le a rn  
in g . In  m a n y  w ay s it  re v e a ls  th e  p sy ch o  
lo g ica l m o tiv a tio n  b e h in d  h u m a n  a c t iv i  
tie s  m o re  c le a r ly  th a n  th o se  c r it ic a l  p ro  
ce d u re s  w h ic h  u su a lly  w e  a sso c ia te  w ith  
e x a c t  th in k in g .

In  th e  se co n d  p la ce , p h ilo so p h y  p e r  se 
h a s  a te n d e n c y  to  v e rg e  to w a rd  in te lle c -  
tu a lis m . W e  a tte m p t to  so lv e  a ll m y s 
te r ie s  o f  life  a n d  n a tu re  by  th e  s tre n g th  
o f  in te lle c t  a lo n e . T h i s  ca n  a n d  o fte n  
d o e s  re su lt in  th e  d e p riv a tio n  o f  e m o  
tio n a l c o n te n t  in  o u r  l iv in g  a n d  th in k in g . 
T h e r e  is a te n d e n cy  to  a k in d  o f  in te rn a l 
co ld n e s s . W e  re d u ce  fa c ts  to  fo rm u la s , 
th e n  se ttle  d o w n  to  a n  e la b o ra te  te c h  
n iq u e  o f  ju g g l in g  th e se  fo r m u la s . T h e  
im p a c t  o f  a r t  is n o t p r im a r ily  in te lle c tu a l. 
O f  co u rs e  w e  c a n  ra t io n a liz e  b e a u ty  as 
w e  ra t io n a liz e  l iv in g , b u t  th e  p u rsu it  is 
n o t  e sp e c ia lly  p ro fita b le . T h e  p o w e r o f 
a r t  re su lts  fro m  th e  o v er-a ll a c c e p ta n ce  o f  
its o w n  su ffic ien cy . T h e  re a c tio n  cau sed  
is o n e  o f  w a n t  o f  resp o n se— a so rt o f  
f r ie n d lin e s s , sy m p a th y , o r  a t tr a c t io n . I t  
is e n o u g h  th a t  w e  a re  p lea sed , an d  th is  
p le a su re  b r e a k s  th r o u g h  ru le s  in  a sp o n  
ta n e o u s  w a y , r e m in d in g  u s th a t  in  th e  
la s t  a n a ly s is  w e  h a v e  a l if e  a p a rt fro m  
ru le s .

In  th e  th ird  p la ce , a r t  is a b r id g e  acro ss 
th e  in te rv a l w h ic h  d iv id e s  e a ch  h u m a n  
b e in g  f r o m  all o th e rs . S o m e th in g  o f  th e  
a r t is t  h im s e lf  is ca p tu re d  in  th e  a r t  fo rm s  
w h ic h  h e  im a g in e s  in to  b e in g . In  th e  
p re se n c e  o f  h is  w o rk , i f  w e  a re  sy m p a  
th e t ic ,  w e c a n  fee l w ith  h im . W e  ca n  
sen se  h is  s tru g g le  a n d  a ch ie v e m e n t. W e  
c a n  re sp e c t th e  c re a tiv e  fo rc e  th a t  m o v es 
t h r o u g h  h im , a n d  b y  so d o in g  escap e 
fro m  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  o u r  o w n  p re ss in g  
e g o c e n tr ic it ie s .

L a s t ly , w e  e x p o se  o u rse lv e s  to  th e  
p o w e r o f  th e  a r t  o b je c t  its e lf . W e  c a n n o t  
liv e  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  b e a u ty  w ith o u t  
b e in g  su b tly  in flu e n ce d  by its  e te rn a l 
m in is try . A s  fo o d  n o u r is h e s  th e  b o d y , 
as le a r n in g  n o u r is h e s  th e  m in d , so  b e a u ty  
n o u r is h e s  th e  so u l. A ll  p a rts  o f  th e  h u  
m a n  p e rso n a lity  d e m a n d  a n  a p p ro p ria te  
ty p e  o f  n u tr it io n . W e  c a n n o t  a c c o m p lish  
th a t  in te rn a l e q u ilib r iu m  w h ic h  is th e  
e n d  a n d  p e r fe c t  p ro o f  o f  w isd o m  if  so m e 
p a rt o f  th e  p e rso n a lity  re m a in s  u n d e r  
n o u r is h e d . I t  is  n o t w ise  to  feed  th e  
body  an d  starv e  th e  so u l. I n  o u r  k in d  
o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  th is  is  a c o m m o n  tra g e d y . 
W e  h av e  a te n d e n c y  to  g ro w  s tro n g  b u t 
n o t g o o d , to  g ro w  w ise  b u t  n o t k in d , 
a n d  ev e n  to  g ro w  m o ra l w ith o u t  co m p a s  
s io n . T h e  s im p le  lo v e  o f  b e a u ty  is a 
m e d ic in e  a g a in s t  th e  d iseases  o f  a m b i 
t io n , p o ssessiv en ess , a n d  in te lle c tu a l ty r  
a n n y . A r t  is a m o d e ra to r  o f  e x ce ss , a 
b e a u tif ie r  o f  th e  n e ce ssa ry , th e  in d is p e n s  
ab le  lu x u ry .

I f  w e v is it  so m e  o ld  c u r io s ity  sh o p  w ith  
its  c o n g lo m e r a t io n  o f  n ic k n a c k s , b ric -a  
b ra e , a n d  o d d m e n ts , w e fin d  o u rse lv e s  in  
th e  p re se n c e  o f  a h o d g e p o d g e  o f  v a lu es 
su ita b le  to  ca u se  a e s th e tic  in d ig e s tio n . 
O b v io u s ly  m o st  o f  th e  a sse m b le d  a tr o c i  
tie s  a re  n o t im p o rta n t  a r tis t ic a lly  o r  c u l  
tu ra lly . T h e  k in d e s t th in g  th a t  w e  c a n  
say o f  th e m  is th a t  th e y  are  t r iv ia l. I n  
c re d ib le  as it m a y  a p p e a r , e a c h  o f  th ese  
c u r io s it ie s  h as o r  w ill sa tis fy  s o m e o n e ’s 
d e f in it io n  o f  th e  d e s ira b le . T a k e  fo r  
e x a m p le  th a t  lit t le  p o rc e la in  h ig h -h e e le d  
s lip p e r  w ith  a fad ed  p l,u m -co lored  p in  
c u s h io n  o n  to p ; it  is ju s t  th e  p iece  th a t 
so m e o n e  is lo o k in g  fo r . T h a t  c u sh io n  
to p , co m p o se d  o f  c ig a r  r ib b o n s  lo v in g ly  
u n ite d  w ith  c ro ss  s t i tc h in g  w a s  so m e  
b o d y ’s su p re m e  a e s th e tic  a ch ie v e m e n t, and  
h as su rv iv ed  to  g la d d e n  o th e r  h e arts .

S o m e  o f  u s c a n  lo o k  b a c k  to  th o se  d ays 
w h e n  l ife  w a s e n r ic h e d  by  h o m e m a d e  
p o rtie re s  co m p o se d  o f  a co rn s  a n d  g lass 
bead s s tr u n g  to g e th e r  w ith  in s p ir a tio n  
a n d  d ilig e n c e . E v e n  th o u g h  it sn a rle d  
e a c h  t im e  w e  passed  t h r o u g h  th e  d o o r  
w ay  it w as a th in g  o f  b e a u ty  a n d  a jo y  
fo re v e r . W h a t  h a s  h a p p en ed  to  th a t  b e  
lo v ed  p o r t ie r e ?  C o u ld  w e  h a v e  u sed  it 
to  s ta r t  a f ire  on  a co ld  w in te r  e v e n in g ?  
S u p p o se  w e  h a d  to  h a n g  it to d a y ?  S u c h
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a  p ro sp e c t w o u ld  seem  l it t le  less th a n  a 
p e n a lty .

A r t  a p p r e c ia tio n , l ik e  m u sic  a p p re c ia  
t io n , in v o lv es  an  u p w a rd  m o tio n  o f  th e  
co n sc io u sn e ss . I f  w e a re  h e a lth y  g ro w  
in g  c re a tu re s  o u r  tastes  m u st c h a n g e  fo r  
th e  b e tte r . S o  su b tle  is th is  p ro cess  th a t 
w e  sca rce ly  re c o g n iz e  th e  t r a n s it io n , b u t 
i t  is  th is  in e v ita b le  r e f in in g  p ro cess th a t  
re su lts  u lt im a te ly  in  th e  tru e  co n n o isse u r . 
R e a l  g ro w th  is n o t a s o p h is tic a tio n  as 
su m e d  b y  a d ile t ta n te , b u t  a g e n u in e  a p  
p re c ia t io n  fo r  v a lu e s  a n d  th e  in c r e a s in g  
c a p a c ity  to  re c o g n iz e  in s ta n tly  th e  d if  
fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  g o o d , b e tte r , an d  b e st. 
A p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th a t  w h ic h  is  f in e  is th e  
p r o o f  o f  g r e a t  soul p o w er .

C u ltu r a l  p ro g re ss  is  a lw a y s  f r o m  th e  
o b v io u s  to  th e  su b tle . F i r s t  w e see th e  
su r fa c e s  a n d  o u r  m e a su r e m e n ts  a re  q u a n  
t ita t iv e . L a t e r  w e  b e c o m e  a w a re  o f  th e  
in ta n g ib le s  ca p tu r e d  in fo r m  a n d  d esig n  
a n d  o u r  s ta n d a rd  b e tc m e s  q u a lita t iv e .

A  co u p le  o f  years ag o  m y  fr ie n d  M r . 
G u m p  sh o w ed  m e  w ith  g r e a t  p rid e  tw o  
l it t le  c la y  o w ls  fo u n d  in  a n  a n c ie n t  
C h in e s e  to m b . T h e  f ig u r in e s  w e re  a b o u t 
s ix  in c h e s  h ig h , a n d  a t  f irs t g la n c e  re  
se m b le d  tw o  e lo n g a te d  e g g s  s ta n d in g  on  
th e ir  sm a ll e n d s . T h e r e  w a s a lm o st  n o  
m o d e lin g  a n d  o n ly  a fa in t  tra ce  o f  co lo r , 
b u t  su d d e n ly  th r o u g h  th e  c la y  c a m e  th e 
d y n a m ic  im p a c t  o f  o w ls . T h e r e  w as 
m o r e ; th e y  w e re  s m u g , se lf-sa tis f ie d  o w ls , 
w o rld ly -w is e  o w ls , q u a in t ly  so p h is tica te d  
o w ls . T h e r e  w as g e n tle  h u m o r  in  ev ery  
l in e , a n  in c r e d ib le  e le m e n t  o f  c a r ic a tu r e —  
u tte r  p o m p o sity . T h e  lit t le  b ird s  seem ed  
to  b e  c o m p le te ly  p u ffed  u p  w ith  th e ir  
o w n  im p o rta n c e . S o  su b tle  w a s  th e  te c h  
n iq u e  th a t  th e  e ffe c t  h ad  b e e n  cre a te d  
w ith  o n ly  a fe w  p la n e s  a n d  lin e s . T h e  
l i t t le  b ird s  w o u ld  b e  e x tr e m e ly  d ifficu lt 
to  co p y . T h e i r  v ery  s im p lic ity  w a s  b a f  
f l in g .  H e r e  w as g re a t  a r t , b o th  sa t is fy in g  
a n d  in s p ir in g . T h e  o w ls  h ad  w h a t  so m e 
c o n n o isse u rs  ca ll th e  s p ir itu a l q u a lity . 
T h e  a r t  w a s a lm o st co m p le te ly  o v e rto n e s , 
a n d  th e  co m p o s itio n s  rev e a le d  a p o w e rfu l 
p h ilo so p h ic  c o n te n t . T h e  u n k n o w n  a r t  
ist w h o  m a d e  th e m  h ad  g e n iu s  in  h is 
so u l. N a tu r a lly  a ll m e n  w o u ld  n o t a p p re  
c ia te  th e  o w ls , b u t  to  th e  e x p e r t  w h o  h ad  
tra in e d  h is  d is c r im in a tio n  th e y  w e re  fa r  
m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  so m e  less  su b tle

p ro d u c tio n , te n  t im e s  th e ir  s iz e  an d  o n e  
te n th  th e ir  co st.

O n ly  g re a tn e s s  h a s  th e  co u ra g e  o f  s im  
p lic ity . O n ly  th e  in d iv id u a l w b o  k n o w s  
e x a c tly  w h a t  h e  is d o in g  c a n  a c c o m p lish  
h is  re su lts  w ith o u t  fu m b lin g . D e c a d e n c e  
is  a d e sc e n t in to  c o m p lic a t io n s . A n y  
w o m a n  w h o  h as tr ie d  to  b u y  a p la in  
d ress  w ith  s m a rt  l in e s  k n o w s  th e  d iffi 
c u lty . P la in n e s s  d e m a n d s  p e r fe c t io n , 
w h e re a s  c o m p lic a t io n s  in  d e s ig n  a n d  
co lo r  co n c e a l b a s ic  d e fe c ts . T h u s  o r n a  
m e n ta tio n  m a y  c o v e r  d e fe c t  in  d e s ig n , 
w h ic h  is t r u e  o f  S a ts u m a  w h e re  m e d io c  
r ity  o f  c o n c e p t in  fo r m  c a n  b e  o v e r  
w h e lm e d  b y  a c o n fu s io n  o f  o r n a m e n ta  
t io n .

S a ts u m a  p asses th r o u g h  its  m o d e rn  
c o m p lic a t io n s  b a c k  to  a m u c h  e a r lie r  
p e r io d  o f  in te n s e  s ty liz a t io n  a n d  in  
c re d ib le  c o n s id e ra t io n  f o r  d e ta ils . I t  th e n  
g o es  b a c k  still  fu r th e r  in to  e le m e n ts  o f  
p u re  d e s ig n . H e r e  fo r m  e m e rg e s  th ro u g h  
o r n a m e n ta t io n , a n d  e a ch  c o m p lim e n ts  th e  
o th e r . T h e  o r n a m e n ts  a re  fe w e r , a n d  
a p p e a r  sk e tch y  a n d  im p r e ss io n is t ic . T h e y  
a re  c re a te d  fo r  im p a c t  a lo n e , a n d  th e  v ery  
lin e s  w h ic h  co m p o se  th e m  co n v e y  th e  
fe e lin g  o f  f re e d o m . T h e  p a tte rn  th e n  
re tire s  s t i ll  fu r th e r  to  a c ru d e  s ta te  o f  
a lm o st  p u re  im p u lse . W h a t  is  th e  d if fe r  
en ce  th e n  b e tw e e n  th is  a n c ie n t  c ru d e n e ss  
a n d  th e  m o d e rn  c ru d ity  w h ic h  o ffe n d s  
u s?  T h e  a n s w e r  is  in te g r ity , a n d  h e re  
w e  co u ld  d ig re ss  in to  a n  e la b o ra te  p h ilo  
so p h ica l d is se r ta t io n . S u ffice  it to  say  
th a t  th e  d if fe re n c e  lie s  in  an  u n sk ille d  
m a n  d o in g  h is  b e st a n d  a s k ille d  m a n  
d o in g  h is  w o rs t . T h e  p r im itiv e  fo rm s  
a re  h o n e s t, a n d  by  v ir tu e  o f  h o n e s ty  a lo n e  
th ey  h a v e  a s tra n g e  b e a u ty  w h ic h  to u c h e s  
us d e e p ly . T h e  c h e a p  m o d e rn  p ie ce  b e a rs  
w itn e ss  to  in d iffe re n c e . T h e  a r t is t  w a s 
b e in g  p a id  b y  th e  h o u r ; th e  v ir tu e  la y  in  
co v e r in g  as m u c h  s u r fa c e  as p o ssib le  w ith  
th e  le a st  p o ss ib le  e x e r tio n  a n d  tim e . T h e  
c ru d e n e ss  is d is h o n e s t, la z y , ca re le ss , an d  
ch e a p ly  c o m m e r c ia l . T h e  a r t  c r i t ic  le a rn s  
to  r e c o g n iz e  th e se  m o tiv a tio n s , a n d  th e y  
d e te r m in e  th e  m o o d  w h ic h  th e  a r t  o b je c t  
its e lf  in v o k e s . I t  is a m is ta k e  f o r  m o d  
e rn  a r tis ts  to  co p y  p r im itiv e s , o r  to  d e riv e  
a r t  in s p ir a tio n  f r o m  C e n tr a l  A fr ic a  o r  th e  
E s k im o . H e  is s e e k in g  a n  e x te rn a l so lu  
t io n  to  a n  in te r n a l  d ifficu lty . H e  w ill
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s im p lify  h is  a r t  w ith o u t  h a v in g  s im p lif ie d  
h im s e lf  b e ca u se  h is  re fo r m s  an d  re n o v a  
tio n s  a re  p u re ly  te c h n ic a l,  w h ic h  p ro d u ce s  
o n ly  m e d io c r ity . T h e r e  is a g re a t  n e ed  
fo r  sa t is fa c to ry  m o d e rn  a r t  co n ce p t. S u c h  

a c o n c e p t , h o w e v e r, c a n n o t  b e  b o rro w e d , 
b e g g e d , o r  s to le n  fro m  th e  re m o te  p a st o r  

th e  c o n te m p o ra r y  a b o r ig in e s . I t  m u st  be 

a n  in te rn a l e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  l if e  o f  o u r  
p e o p le . U n t i l  w e  c a n  s ta te  s im p ly  an d  

c le a r ly  o u r  o w n  in te r n a l  v a lu e s  w e  c a n  

n o t m a k e  v ita l c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  a r t , l i te r a  
tu re , o r  c u ltu r e .

T h e  a r ts  o f  a p eo p le  te ll  th e  sto ry  o f  th e  
in n e r  l ife  o f  th a t  p e o p le . U p  to  th e  p re s  
e n t t im e  m o s t  g r e a t  a r t  h as b e e n  p ro d u ce d  
u n d e r  th e  in flu e n ce  o f  a d o m in a n t  re li  
g io u s  p a tte rn . M o st o f  th e  a r ts  o f  A sia  
a re  b a s ic a lly  re lig io u s . R e lig io n  s tirs  u p  
th e  in te rn a l in te g r ity  in  h u m a n  n a tu re ; 
i t  in te n s ifie s  u n se lf is h  a sp ir a tio n s  a n d  c o n  
s tru c tiv e  c o n v ic t io n s . T h e s e  in te r n a l  p re s  
su res re s u lt  in  a n  a r t  im p u ls e  d o m in a t  
ed  b y  in te g r ity . T h e  a r ts  o f  Ja p a n , 
C h in a , a n d  K o r e a  h a v e  been  d o m in a te d  
fo r  th e  la s t th ir te e n  c e n tu r ie s  by  th e  
p o w e r  o f  B u d d h is t  m e ta p h y s ic s . Z e n  
e sp e c ia lly  h a s  b e e n  re s p o n sib le  fo r  a  m a g  
n if ic e n t  sch o o l o f  re a lism  a n d  a m o re  o r  
less co m p le te  b r e a k  f ro m  tra d it io n . T h e  
Z e n  is  a p h ilo so p h ic  n ih ilis t . H e  liv es to 
b r e a k  u p  c r y s ta ll iz a tio n  in  co n ce p ts  an d  
fo r m u la s . H is  a r t  is e x tre m e ly  d e m a n d  
in g  to  th o se  w h o  w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  its 
p o w e r . Z e n  im p r e ss io n ism  re q u ire s  th e  
co n sc io u s  co -o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  b e h o ld e r . 
T h e  stu d e n t o f  Z e n  a r t  m u s t  b e sto w  
s o m e th in g  o f  h im s e lf  u p o n  th e  p a in t in g  
h e  is  s tu d y in g . A c tu a lly  th e  p a in t in g  is 
a m ir r o r  re f le c t in g  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  
th e  b e h o ld e r . T h i s  is to o  su b tle  f o r  th e  
O c c id e n ta l , w h o  e x p e c ts  h is  a r t  to  b e  
la b e le d  fo r  h is  co n v e n ie n c e . H e  w a n d e rs  
a b o u t g a lle r ie s , a c a ta lo g u e  in  o n e  h a n d ,

p re p a re d  to  a d m ire  th a t  w h ic h  h e  is to ld  
is a d m ira b le .

T w o  la d ie s  in  th e  L u x e m b o u r g  g a l  
le r ie s  w e re  id e n tify in g  p a in t in g s  b y  r e f  
e re n ce  to  ca ta lo g u e  n u m b e rs . U n f o r tu n  
a te ly  o n e  o f  th e m  h a d  b r o u g h t  th e  c a ta  
lo g u e  o f  th e  L o u v r e  b y  m is ta k e . S h e  w as 
s ta n d in g  in  d e je c te d  c o n fu s io n  in  f ro n t  o f  
th e  p a in t in g  o f  W h is t le r ’s M o th e r . A f te r  
c h e c k in g  th e  n u m b e r  in  th e  c a ta lo g u e  sev  
e ra l t im e s  sh e  tu rn e d  to  h e r  f r ie n d  a n d  
w h isp e re d , “ I  d o n ’t u n d e rsta n d  i t .  I t  
says d is t in c t ly  th a t  n u m b e r  th ir ty -o n e  is 
th e  W r e c k  o f  th e  H e s p e r u s .”

T h e  O r ie n ta l  c o n n o is s e u r  tr ie s  f ir s t  to  
d isco v e r  v a lu e  r a th e r  th a n  b e  to ld  w h a t  
is  v a lu a b le . H e  se ld o m  w a n d e rs  a b o u t 
g a lle r ie s . H e  p re fe rs  to  c e n te r  h is  a t te n  
t io n  u p o n  o n e  o b je c t  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  
p o w e r  o f  th a t  o b je c t  w ith in  h im s e lf . H e  
is  n o t in te re s te d  in se e in g  a lo n e ; h e  w a n ts  
to  fe e l, to  a c c e p t in to  h im s e lf  a m e ssa g e  
w h ic h  w ill b r in g  jo y  a n d  c o m fo r t  a n d  
in s p ir a tio n . H e  m a y  r e tu r n  d ay  a f te r  
d ay  to  th e  sa m e  ca se , a n d  o b liv io u s  o f  
su rro u n d in g s  c o n te m p la te  th e  p e r fe c tio n  
o f  o n e  t in y  b o w l. H e  m a y  n e v e r  fin d  
o u t w h o  m a d e  th e  b o w l— p ro b a b ly  he 
d oes n o t c a re . H e  is  sa tis fie d  th a t  th e  
fo r tu n e s  o f  l ife  h a v e  m a d e  i t  p o ssib le  to 
h av e  th o se  p re c io u s  m o m e n ts  o f  co m p le te  
a to n e n e s s  w ith  b e a u ty .

A s  l if e  g ro w s  r ic h e r  in  e x p e r ie n c e s , as 
o u r  m in d s  d e e p e n  w ith  u n d e r s ta n d in g , as 
th e  s p ir itu a l p o w e rs  w ith in  u s u n fo ld , a r t  
b e co m e s  m o re  re a l a n d  m o re  n e ce ssa ry . 
O u r  s ta n d a rd s  o f  a p p r e c ia tio n  a re  re fin e d , 
a n d  in  th e  e n d  w e  u n ite  w ith  o th e rs  o f  
s im ila r  a t ta in m e n t  in  th e  q u ie t , in te rn a l 
v e n e ra tio n  o f  s im p le  b e a u ty . T h i s  e x p e r i  
e n ce  is a  k in d  o f  i llu m in a t io n  w h ic h  c a n  
n o t  b e  p u t in to  w o rd s  b u t  w h ic h , l ik e  a ll 
m y s tic a l  e x te n s io n s  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss , is a 
s a c r a m e n t by w h ic h  th e  so u l is s tre n g th  
en ed  a n d  n o u r is h e d .

A c c o r d in g  to  A r is to t le  th e  o r ig in  o f  a ll  h u m a n  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  
d iv in e  m a tte rs  is tw o fo ld : th e  o u tw a rd  p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  sk y  a n d  th e  in w a rd  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  so u l.



A Department of Questions and Answers
S t a t e m e n t  o f  p r o b l e m : Travelers, ex 
plorers, and persons who have resided for 
long periods among primitive people, re 
port numerous instances in which they 
have seen examples of magic, sorcery, 
witchcraft, and a wide range of occult 
phenomena. How is it possible for 
primitive peoples to produce miracles 
which cannot be performed or even ade 
quately explained by the trained scientists 
of civilized nations? A nd why are mir 
aculous happenings more frequent among 
these less advanced social groups?

T h e  a n sw e rs  t o  th e se  q u e s t io n s  m a y  
b e  d isco v e re d  by  a c o m p a r is o n  o f  p sy ch o  
lo g ic a l  fa c to rs . I f  w e  c o n tra s t  th e  life  
p a tte rn s  o f  th e  c iv iliz e d  m a il  w ith  th o se  
o f  h is  u n tu to re d  fe llo w  c re a tu re  w e le a rn  
t h a t  th e  m ir a c le  o c cu rs  w h e re  i t  is  n e ce s  
sa ry  a n d  s ig n if ic a n t , a n d  ceases to  a p p e a r  
w h e n  th e  n e ce ss ity  a n d  s ig n if ic a n c e  a re  
n o  lo n g e r  v a lid  c irc u m s ta n c e s .

T h e  p r e re q u is ite  o f  a m ir a c le  is th e  
a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  as a fa c to r  
in  d a ily  l i f e .  In  th e  c iv iliz e d  c o m m u n i 
ty  th o se  th in g s  n e cessa ry  to  th e  se cu rity  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l a re  re a d ily  a v a ila b le . 
T h e  p r im a ry  c o n c e r n  is th e  f in a n c ia l  
m e a n s  o f  s e c u r in g  th e se  b a s ic  u t il it ie s . 
N o  m a n  w ill p ra y  f o r  ra in  w h e n  h e 
k n o w s  t h a t  h is  su p p ly  o f  w a te r  is  assu red  
b y  a n  e la b o ra te  sy stem  o f  d a m s , re s e r  
v o irs , a n d  a q u e d u c ts . T h e r e  is n o  n e ed

f o r  m a g ic  w h e n  th e  tu r n in g  o f  a  fa u c e t  
re su lts  in  a n  im m e d ia te  su p p ly  o f  w a te r . 
In s te a d  o f  s u p p lic a tin g  th e  g h o s ts  o f  o u r 
a n c e s to rs  to  in s u re  a n  a d e q u a te  h a rv e st 
w e  a lte r n a te  c ro p s , d ev e lo p  f e r t i l iz e r ,  an d  
e d u ca te  o u r  fa r m e r s  in  m o d e rn  m e th o d s . 
T h e n  i f  th e  h a rv e st  is in s u ffic ie n t in  o n e  
lo c a lity  w e  im p o r t  o r  e x p o r t  to  m e e t  th e  
e m e rg e n c y . I f  o u r  c o m m u n ity  l ife  d oes 
n o t ru n  sm o o th ly  it  n e v e r  o c c u rs  to  us 
to  a ss u m e  th a t  e v il sp ir its  a re  to  b la m e . 
W e  ta lk  g lib ly  a b o u t c o r r u p t  p o lit ic s , th e  
c a p ita lis t ic  sy s te m , a n d  th e  m is fo r tu n e s  
o f  th e  m a sses , c o n f id e n t  t h a t  th e s e  a b  
s tra c t io n s  e x p la in  a ll th e  p re ss in g  d ifficu l 
t ie s .

In  a  c iv iliz e d  c o m m u n ity  th e  in d i 
v id u a l se ld o m  fin d s  h im s e lf  a lo n e  w ith  
th e  fo rc e s  o f  n a tu re . H e  is ev er in  th e  
p re se n c e  o f  h is  o w n  k in d , an d  su b s titu te s

50
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te a m w o rk  fo r  m ir a c u lo u s  a g e n c ie s . I f  h e 
is s ic k  h e  g o e s  to  a  d o c to r , i f  in  le g a l 
d iff icu ltie s  h e  g o e s  to  a  la w y e r , i f  in  s p ir  
itu a l c o n fu s io n  h e  s e e k s  a  c le rg y m a n  o r  
a  p sy c h o lo g is t. H e  p ay s g e n e ro u s ly  fo r  
w h a t  h e w a n ts  a n d  e x p e c ts  p ro m p t a n d  
effic ien t se rv ice . I f  th in g s  g o  b a d ly  th e re  
is  a lw a y s so m e o n e  o r  s o m e th in g  th a t  ca n  
be h e ld  re s p o n sib le .

T h e  c iv iliz e d  m a n ’s c o n ta c t  w ith  n a  
tu re  is e x tr e m e ly  s k e tc h y . H e  h u r ls  h im  
s e lf  a lo n g  p a v ed  b o u le v a rd s  a t  s ix ty  m ile s  
a n  h o u r  o r  flie s  o v e r  th e  sce n e  a t  th re e  
h u n d re d  m ile s  a n  h o u r . H e  m a y  p ic n ic  
a t  th e  b e a c h  o r  in  th e  m o u n ta in s , o r  
h aste n  o u t  o f  th e  c ity  f o r  h is w e e k -e n d  
ray  o f  s u n s h in e  o r b r e a th  o f  fre sh  a ir . 
T o  su c h  m o rta ls  a m ir a c le  w o u ld  be d e fi 
n ite ly  c o n fu s in g , d is c o n c e r t in g , a n d  d e  
m o r a liz in g . I t  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  p la ce  in  
a w e ll-o r g a n iz e d  r o u tin e . E v e n  i f  th e  
m ir a c u lo u s  w e re  to  o c c u r , a n d  th e r e  is 
ev ery  in d ic a tio n  th a t  it so m e tim e s  d oes, 
it  w o u ld  b e  a ttr ib u te d  to  o th e r  cau ses 
less d iff icu lt  to  e x p la in .

I t  is e n tir e ly  d if fe r e n t  in  p r im itiv e  so  
c ie ty . T h e  u n tu to re d  a b o r ig in e  is  n o t 
m a ste r  o f  th e  s itu a t io n s  w h ic h  su rro u n d  
h im . H e  is d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  n a tu re  a n d  
its  p ro v id e n ce . T o  h im  th e  su cce ss io n  
o f  th e  seaso n s, th e  m ig r a t io n  o f  b ird s  a n d  
a n im a ls , th e  c l im a te  a n d  w e a th e r , a n d  th e  
b o u n tie s  o f  la n d  a n d  sea , a re  e ss e n tia l to  
su rv iv a l. D r o u g h ts  b r in g  d e a th , flood s 
m e a n  d e s tru c t io n , a n d  h e h a s  n o  d e fe n se  
a g a in s t  th e  fo r c e s  w h ic h  g o v e r n  u n iv e rsa l 
o r d e r ; th e r e  is  n o  c o lle c t iv e  se c u r ity  to  
su s ta in  h im  i f  h is  o w n  in g e n u ity  p ro v es 
in s u ffic ie n t. O f  co u rse  th e r e  is th e  tr ib e , 
b u t its  s ta te  is n o  b e tte r  th a n  h is  o w n . 
C irc u m s ta n c e s  th a t  th re a te n  h im  a re  
e q u a lly  d a n g e ro u s  to  h is  v illa g e  a n d  
c o m m u n ity .

C o n s ta n t  p r o x im ity  w ith  a  c o lle c tiv e  
u n k n o w n  d e v e lo p s s tro n g  o b se rv a tio n a l 
fa c u lt ie s . T h e  sa v a g e  p e rce iv e s  p a tte rn s  
u n n o tic e d  o r  m e a n in g le s s  to  th e  c iv iliz e d  
m a n . T h e s e  p a tte rn s  e v id e n c e  th e  a c  
t iv it ie s  o f  th e  life  in te l lig e n c e  o p e ra t in g  
b e h in d  th e  v is ib le  a n d  th e  o b v io u s . A  
n e ig h b o r  fa ils  to  p e r fo rm  th e  r ite s  d u e  
th e  v il la g e  g o d ; th e  m a n  b e co m e s  s ic k  
a n d  h is  c ro p s  a re  a fa ilu r e . A  m a n  s te a ls  
fo o d  se t a s id e  fo r  sacred  p u rp o se s . H e  
a lso  b e co m e s  s ick  a n d  h is  c ro p s  fa il .  A

h u n te r  g a in s  th e  a ss is ta n c e  o f  a  m e d ic in e  
p rie s t a n d  is  g iv e n  a  fe t is h . H e  g o e s  
fo r th  a n d  re tu r n s  la d e n  w ith  g a m e . 
A n o th e r  h u n te r , w h o  h a s  n o  fe t is h , co m e s  
b a c k  e m p ty -h a n d e d . T h e r e  is  a  fa m ily  
q u a rre l  w h ic h  e n d s  by  a n  u n c le  c u r s in g  
h is  n e p h e w ’s fa v o r ite  f r u it  tre e . T h e  
tre e  w ith e rs  a n d  d ies , o r  th e  f r u i t  fa lls  
u n r ip e . S ic k n e s s  c o m e s  to  th e  v il la g e , an d  
th e  m e m b e rs  o f  a c e r ta in  m e d ic in e  so cie ty  
a re  sp a re d . A  flood  sw eep s a w a y  th e  
h o ld in g s  o f  a su sp ected  w iz a r d . A  
y o u n g  w o m a n ’s s te r il ity  is tra c e d  to  th e  
je a lo u s y  o f  h e r  re je c te d  s u i to i ,  b u t  she 
b e co m e s  fe r t ile  a f te r  b e in g  p u rifie d  by  
th e  tr ib a l  c e r e m o n ie s . T h e  o b se r v in g  
sa v a g e  n o te s  c a re fu lly  th o u sa n d s  o f  s im p le  
h a p p e n in g s , a n d  h is  c o n c lu s io n s  le a d  to  
in e v ita b le  c o n v ic t io n s .

T h e  c it iz e n s  o f  a c iv iliz e d  c o m m u n ity  
w o u ld  h av e  l it t le  o p p o r tu n ity  o r  in c l in a  
t io n  to  e x a m in e  th e ir  a f fa ir s  w ith  s im ila r  
th o ro u g h n e s s . P e r h a p s  i f  th e y  d id  th ey  
w o u ld  f in d  th e  sa m e  la w s o p e ra t in g . 
T h i s  w e d o  k n o w , th a t  th o se  w h o  liv e  
b a d ly  a re  u n h a p p y , th o se  o f  d e s tru c t iv e  
te n d e n c ie s  d e stro y  th e m se lv e s , a n d  se lf  
ish n e ss  a n d  c o rru p tio n  re s u lt  in  tra g e d y  
a n d  s u ffe r in g .

S u p p o se  a  m a te r ia l is t ic  m o d e rn  fin d s  
h im s e lf  h o p e le ss ly  lo s t in  a ju n g le ,  o r  
a d r if t  o n  th e  o p e n  sea o n  a  t in y  r a f t . 
F o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  in  h is  l if e  h e  is in  a 
sp o t w h e r e  h e  c a n n o t  le a n  u p o n  th e  c o l 
le c tiv e  o r  d e p e n d  u p o n  h is  b a n k  a c c o u n t  
f o r  se c u rity . T h e r e  is  o n ly  h im s e lf , th e  
e a r th , a n d  th e  sk y . H is  e g o  im m e d ia te ly  
s h r in k s  w h e n  h e  re a liz e s  th a t  w h a t  h e  
h a s  le a rn e d  is  o f  n o  use to  h im  in  h is  
p re se n t  p re d ic a m e n t. H e  is su sta in e d  
o n ly  by th e  h o p e  th a t  h e  w ill b e  re scu e d  
by o th e rs  o f  h is  k in d . H e  th e n  h o p es 
d e sp e ra te ly  th a t  so m e w h e re  th e r e  is  so m e  
o n e  w h o  re g a r d s  h im  as im p o rta n t  e- 
n o u g h  to  sav e . T h e  m o m e n t  c iv i liz a t io n  
fa lls  aw ay  m a te r ia l is t ic  c o n c e p ts  b e co m e  
m e a n in g le s s . T h e  lo s t m a n  w o u ld  c h e e r  
fu lly  e x c h a n g e  a ll o f  h is  s c ie n tif ic  p re  
ce p ts  f o r  o n e  s m a ll m ir a c le . A s  t im e  
p asses a n d  th e  s i tu a t io n  b e co m e s  d e sp e r  
a te  h e  tu r n s  t o  p ra y e r . D r a in e d  o f  se lf-  
su ffic ie n cy , n in e ty -n in e  o u t  o f  a h u n d re d  
p e rso n s w ill ca s t  th e m se lv e s  u p o n  th e  
m e rcy  o f  t h a t  u n iv e rs a l p ro v id e n c e  w h ic h  
su sta in s  c r e a tio n . F r e q u e n d y , w h e n  th is
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co m p le te  r e s ig n a tio n  o f  s e lf-w ill to  th e  
u n iv e rsa l w ill is  s in ce re ly  c o n s u m m a te d , 
th e  m ir a c le  h a p p e n s . H o w  it h a p p e n s , 
w h y  it  h a p p e n s , o r  w h a t  h a p p e n s , m a y  
n e v e r  be c o m p le te ly  e x p la in e d , b u t so m e  
th in g  d oes h a p p e n  e ith e r  in te r n a lly  o r  
e x te rn a lly . S o m e tim e s  th e  lo s t m a n  re  
ce iv e s  in tu it io n a l a ss is ta n ce  by b e in g  im  
p e lled  to  tu rn  in  a c e r ta in  d ir e c tio n , an d  
th e r e  f in d s  th e  v illa g e  a n d  th e  h e lp  h e 
n e e d s . S o m e tim e s  a  re scu e  p a rty  is  led 
b y  s tra n g e  m e a n s  to  th e  v ery  p la ce  w h e re  
th e  lo s t m a n  lie s  e x h a u s te d , u n a b le  to g o  
fa r th e r .

A t  th e  m o m e n t  o f  th e  m ira c u lo u s  
e v e n t  e v e ry o n e  in v o lv ed  m a y  b e  d u ly  
im p re ss e d , b u t la te r  in  th e  s n u g  secu rity  
o f  th e  e x p lo r e r ’s c lu b  th e  v a lu es  fa d e  an d  
th e y  w o n d e r  i f  it w e re  a ll a  d re a m  o r 
so m e  d e lu s io n  c o n ju r e d  u p  by  a n  e x  
tr e m ity . T h o s e  w h o  h av e  n e v e r  w a n  
d ered  f a r  f ro m  th e  sh e lte r  o f  th e  c o m  
m u n ity  p la n  c a n n o t  u n d e rsta n d  w h a t 
h a p p e n e d  in  th e  d is ta n t  ju n g le . B u t  
w h e n  sev e ra l o ld tim e rs  g e t  to g e th e r , 
b r o n z e d , w e a th e r-b e a te n  m e n  w h o  h av e 
fa c e d  d a n g e r  in  fa r  p la ce s , th e re  is se l 
d o m  a  sco ffe r  a m o n g  th e m . E a c h  w ill 
b e  re m in d e d  o f  th in g s  th a t h a v e  h a p  
p e n e d  to h im ; e a ch  h as  k n o w n  s ile n ce  
a n d  a lo n e n e s s , a n d  h as fe lt  th e  p o w e r 
th a t  c o m e s  fro m  th e  e a r th , a n d  th e  sta rs , 
a n d  p e rh a p s  f ro m  b e y o n d  th e  sta rs . T h e s e  
m e n  w ill ta lk  o f  w itc h c r a f t ,  so rce ry  and  
p r im it iv e  m a g ic , b e cau se  th e y  h av e  fe lt  
th e  p o w e r  o f  th e se  fo rc e s  u p on  th e m  
se lv es . A ll  w h o  e n g a g e  in  h a z a r d o u s  e n  
te r p r is e s  k n o w  th a t th e r e  a re  p a tte rn s  
in  l ife  b e y o n d  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th o se  
w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  le f t  th e  sh a d o w s o f  g re a t  
c it ie s .

B u t  it is n o t n e cessa ry  to  b e  in  so m e 
C e n tr a l  A fr ic a n  ju n g le  in  o rd e r  to  e x  
p e r ie n c e  th e  lo ss  o f  th e  h e rd  se c u r ity . 
O u r  c iv i l iz a t io n  is a sy stem  o f  in tr ic a te  
in te rd e p e n d e n c ie s . I n  sp ite  o f  th is  t ig h tly  
in te r lo c k e d  p a tte rn  th e re  a re  c e r ta in  
e m e rg e n c ie s  in  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l f in d s  
h im s e lf  a lm o st  c o m p le te ly  iso la te d  an d  
th r o w n  e n tire ly  u p o n  h is  o w n  in te rn a l 
re so u rce s . I n  su ch  c r it ic a l  m o m e n ts  m ir  
a c u lo u s  fa c to r s  a re  s t ill  r e c o g n iz e d  as 
e x e r t in g  a d e fin ite  fo rc e . A  s ic k  m a n , 
g iv e n  up  as in c u ra b le  by  h is  p h y s ic ia n , 
su d d e n ly  re a liz e s  th e  in su ffic ie n c y  o f  th e

c o lle c tiv e  in te l l ig e n c e . A n  a v ia to r  fly in g  
a lo n e  th r o u g h  a  s to rm  c o m e s  to  re a liz e  
th a t  h e  is o n e  m a n  a g a in s t  th e  u n k n o w n . 
A l l  th o se  w h o  h av e  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  in  
se c u r ity  o f  th e  m a n -m a d e  w ay  o f  l ife  b e  
c o m e  a cu te ly  a w a re  o f  th e  n e ed  fo r  a 
la r g e r  c o n c e p t o f  u n iv e rsa l m a c h in e ry . 
I t  b e co m e s  s u rp r is in g ly  easy  to  b e lie v e  
in  b a n sh e e s  w h e n  th e  w in te r  te m p e st 
sc re a m s  in  th e  c h im n e y  p o ts  o f  th e  iso  
la te d  lo g  c a b in  o f  so m e  F r e n c h  C a n a d ia n  
fa m ily . A  fe w  w e e k s  sp e n t in  a sm a ll 
C r o a t ia n  o r  S e r b ia n  v illa g e  u n d e r m in e s  
th e  p r e v a ilin g  sk e p tic ism  a b o u t w e re  
w o lv es  an d  v a m p ire s . A f te r  th e  v o o d o o  
d ru m s h av e  e ch o e d  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  
ro ck s  fo r  th re e  d ay s a n d  n ig h ts  w ith o u t  
s to p p in g , th e  m in d  is c o n d it io n e d  fo r  
a lib e ra l  a t t itu d e  to w a rd  th e  re a lity  o f  
v o o d o o  rite s . W h e n  th is  c o n d it io n in g  
h as ta k e n  p la ce , c u r io u s  e v e n ts  s ta r t l in g ly  
r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  b e g in  to  
h a p p e n . T h e  so p h is tica te d  tra v e le r  
d ra w s  u p o n  ev ery  re s o u rc e , m e n ta l an d  
m o ra l, to  c o m b a t  th e  in s id io u s  d o u b ts  
th a t  b e g in  to  a ssa il h is  sp ir it . In  th e  
en d  h e  su ccu m b s  to  th e  p re ssu re  o f  th e  
p a tte rn s  a b o u t h im . H e  d isco v e rs  to  h is  
c h a g r in  th a t h is  r e a lis t ic  a t t itu d e  is  b u t 
a th in  v e n e e r  o f  a c q u ire d  o p in io n s . B e  
n e a th  th e  su rfa c e  is a v ast ca p a c ity  a n d  
an  a lm o st  ir re s is tib le  im p u lse  to  b e lie v e  
in  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l.

H o m e  a g a in  in  a n o n m ira c u lo u s  a t  
m o sp h e re  w h e r e  s u p e rs tit io n s  ru n  to  p o l 
itic s  a n d  h ig h  f in a n c e , th e  w a n d e re r  a t  
te m p ts  to  r a t io n a liz e  h is  m o o d s . H e  is 
l ik e ly  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  m a g ic  a n d  so rcery  
d o  e x is t  in  so m e  fo r m  o r  o th e r  b u t  a re  
lim ite d  in  th e ir  m a n ife s ta t io n  to  sa v a g e  
a n d  u n tu to re d  tr ib e s  an d  c la n s .

S ir  F r a n c is  Y o u n g h u s b a n d  led  a B r i t is h  
a rm y  in to  T i b e t  a n d  ca m p e d  a t  th e  fo o t  
o f  th e  g r e a t  c l i f f  o n  w h ic h  sta n d s th e  
p a la ce  o f  th e  G r a n d  L a m a  o f  L h a s a . 
O n e  d a y  in  h is  c lu b  in  L o n d o n  h e  said  
to  m e , “ I  c o n q u e re d  T ib e t ,  b u t T ib e t a n  
p h ilo so p h y  c o n q u e re d  m e .” A  w o rld  o f  
s tra n g e  b e lie fs  c lo sed  in u p o n  th is  ru g g e d  
l it t le  E n g l is h  so ld ie r  w h o  w a s sca rce ly  
th e  ty p e  o f  m a n  o n e w o u ld  se le c t as a 
rea d y  c o n v e r t.

R o y  C h a p m a n  A n d re w s  fo u n d  so rce ry  
f lo u r is h in g  a n d  w o r k in g  e x tra o rd in a ry
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w o n d e rs  in  th e  g re a t  m o th e r  d esert o f  
G o b i.

In  a  m o d e r n is t ic  p e n th o u se  h ig h  a b o v e  
th e  c ity  o f  N e w  Y o r k  T a lb o t  M u n d y  
to ld  m e  o f  h is  a d v e n tu re s  w ith  a M o n  
g o lia n  sh a m a n  w h o  h a d  a  d is c o n c e r t in g  
h a b it  o f  v a n is h in g  in to  th in  a ir  a t  th e  
s lig h te s t  p ro v o c a tio n .

A n  o ld  C h in e s e  w o n d e r -w o r k e r  o u ts id e  
o f  M u k d e n  o n ce  d id  a  ra th e r  th o ro u g h  
jo b  o f  p ry in g  in to  m y  p r iv a te  l if e  by  
m e a n s  o f  tw o  C h in e s e  c o in s  a n d  a sm all 
tu r t le  sh e ll.

D u r in g  th e  re c e n t  w a r so m e  y o u n g  
a v ia to rs  f ly in g  th e  B u r m a  H u m p  w ere  
fo rce d  d o w n  by  tr a n s -H im a la v a n  w e a th e r , 
w h ic h  is c o n s is te n tly  f o u l ,  a n d  la n d e d  in  
a sm a ll T ib e t a n  v illa g e  w h e r e  th e y  h ad  
to  r e m a in  fo r  sev e ra l w e e k s . T h e s e  
y o u n g  m e n , fre s h  f ro m  tw e n ty  y ears o f  
e d u c a tio n  in  u n b e lie f , saw  so m a n y  e x  
t ra o r d in a r y  an d  u n b e lie v a b le  th in g s  th a t  
th ey  w e re  fo rce d  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  
th ey  w e re  s u ffe r in g  fro m  h a llu c in a tio n s  
d u e to  th e  a lt itu d e . T h e y  h ad  a p a r  
t ic u la r ly  h a rd  t im e  a c c u s to m in g  th e m  
se lv es to  a n  o ld  p r ie s t  w h o  w a lk e d  
th r o u g h  th e  w a lls  o f  th e ir  ro o m s  w ith o u t  
b o th e r in g  to  u se th e  d o o r .

A n  o ld  P e r u v ia n  m a d e  a m a g ic  m ir r o r  
by  c o a t in g  h is  th u m b n a il  w ith  b la c k  
p itc h , a n d  a n n o u n c e d  to  h is  fe llo w  c it i  
z e n s  th e  t im e  a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  
a rr iv a l o f  P iz a r r o . S o  th e  sto r ie s  g o .

T h e  c o n v e n ie n t  b e lie f  th a t  h y p n o tic  
su g g e stio n  an d  a se m a n tic  a ss e m b la g e  o f  
p sy c h o lo g ic a l te rm s e x p la in  a ll sa tis f ie s  
o n ly  th o se  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  a c tu a lly  b e en  
p a rty  to  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s . T h e  real 
p ro b le m  se e m s to  b e  o n e  o f  su rfa ce  an d  
d e p th . M o d e rn  m a n  in  h is  c iv iliz e d  
sta te  liv es  o n  th e  su rfa c e  o f  h is  o w n  c o n  
sc io u sn ess . H e  h a s  a cc e p te d  th e  v a rn ish  
s lo g a n  “ S a v e  th e  su rfa c e  an d  you sav e 
a l l .” T o  d e p a rt  f ro m  th e  su rfa c e  is to  
re l in q u is h  se c u r ity , so  w e  c l in g  te n a c io u s  
ly to  th e  k n o w n , fe a r in g  to  asce n d  o r  d e 
sce n d  fro m  th is  m id d le  re g is te r . B io lo  
g is ts  n o w  fin d  th a t m o st h u m a n  t h in k in g  
is d o n e  w ith  th e  su rfa c e  o f  th e  b r a in , 
a n d  th e  in n e r  d e p th s  o f  th is  v ita l tissu e  
re m a in  a n  u n e x p lo re d  p o te n tia l— a p ro m  
ise o f  fu tu re  p o w e r .

T h e  su r fa c e  d w e lle r  a b id e s  in  th e  
sp h e re  o f  th e  c o m m o n p la c e . H e r e  a ll

q u e s tio n s  h a v e  th e ir  a n s w e rs  b e ca u se  i t  
is p a rt o f  th e  g a m e  th a t  n o  q u e s t io n s  
sh o u ld  b e  a sk e d  th a t  h a v e  n o t  a lre a d y  
b e e n  a n s w e re d . I t  is  a lso  a ru le  th a t  
re g a rd le ss  o f  th e  d im e n s io n s  in v o lv e d  th e  
p ro b le m  m u s t  b e  so lv ed  u p o n  th e  su rfa ce . 
I t  is a ll v ery  n e a t an d  s n u g  u n til th e  h u  
m a n  b e in g  d isco v e rs  a su b s u r fa c e  w o rld  
b e n e a th  h is  p e rso n a lity .

T a k e  fo r  e x a m p le  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
w o rd s . W o r d s  a re  s u r fa c e s , a n d  th e ir  
p a tte rn s  a re  as fa s c in a t in g  as th e  fo rm s  
c re a te d  by ch ip s  o f  g la ss  in  a  k a le id o  
sco p e . Y e t  w o rd s , fo r  a ll th e ir  e le g a n c e  
a n d  a p p a r e n t  p r o fu n d ity , a re  e x tre m e ly  
sh a llo w . T h e y  a re  lit t le  m o re  th a n  ch ip s  
f lo a tin g  a b o u t  o n  th e  su rfa c e  o f  th e  in  
te lle c tu a l w o rld . I t  is  so easy  to  so lv e  
th e  m y s te ry  o f  G o d  a n d  n a tu r e  w ith  
w o rd s. W e  h a v e  a n sw e rs  fo r  e v e r y th in g , 
an d  b e ca u se  w e  h av e  b e co m e  a d r o it  in  
th e  u se  o f  w o rd s w e  d e c id e  th a t  w e  are  
le a rn e d .

I  o n c e  k n e w  a  m a n  w h o  so lv ed  all 
m e ta p h y s ic a l a n d  su p e rn a tu ra l p h e n o m  
e n a  w ith  th e  f in a l so le m n  p ro n o u n c e  
m e n t  ‘p re p o s te ro u s !’ . A n d  it  w a s n o t 
o n ly  th e  w ord  its e lf , b u t  th e  d ir e c tio n a l 
in f le c tio n . ‘P r e p o s te ro u s ’ b e c a m e  e n  
r ich e d  w ith  e x te n s io n s  a n d  im p lic a t io n s . 
H e r e  w as s c o ffin g  u n b e lie f , a  s ta te m e n t 
o f  in d iv id u a l e m a n c ip a t io n  a n d  th e  as 
su m p tio n  o f  in c o n te s ta b le  lo g ic  w ith o u t  
lo g ic ; a p ro o f  o f  t h in k in g  w ith o u t  
th o u g h t , a n  in t im a t io n  o f  lim itle s s  e ru d i 
t io n  w ith  n o  p r o o f  o f  a n y th in g . T o  a sk  
th is  g e n t le m a n  to  e x p la in  h o w  h e  arr iv e d  
a t  th is  a ll-e m b r a c in g  a b s tr a c t io n  w as to  
in s u lt  h is  in te l lig e n c e . H e  w o u ld  s p u tte r  
an d  fu m e  an d  v e rg e  to w a rd  a p o p le x y , 
an d  f in a lly , in c a p a b le  o f  e n d u r in g  lo n g e r  
a n y  c r it ic is m  a b o u t w ay s o r  m e a n s  w o u ld  
sw eep  a w a y  a ll d o u b t  a n d  u n c e r ta in ty  
w ith  o n e  g ra n d  v erb a l g e s tu r e , ‘p re p o s  
te ro u s ’.

S o m e w h e r e  b e n e a th  th e  su rfa c e  o f  
w o rd s a re  th e  d e e p , h id d e n  fo u n ta in s  o f  
id eas . T h e  r ic h e s t  a n d  n o b le s t  o f  m a n ’s 
in te rn a l c o n te m p la t io n s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  
p u t in to  w o rd s . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  w o rd s  
d o  n o t a lw a y s  h a v e  id e a s ; th o se  w h o  h a v e  
id e a s  m a y  n o t f in d  su ita b le  w o rd s. T h u s  
su rfa ce  an d  d e p th  se ld o m  m e e t . I f  fo r  
o n e  ca u se  o r  a n o th e r  m a n  p e n e tra te s  in to  
th e  d e p th s , o r  th e  d eep  p la ce s  r ise  u p  to
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c h a lle n g e  h is  w ay  o f  l ife , th e r e  is q u ite  a 
c r is is ,

I n  th e  d e p th s  o f  m a n  a n d  n a tu re  th e r e  
a re  s tra n g e  fo rce s  an d  u n e x p la in a b le  
p h e n o m e n a . T h e r e  is  th e  m a g ic  a n d  so r  
c e ry  o f  a n c ie n t  t im e s . H e r e  is a w o n  
d e r la n d  o f  sp e lls  a n d  e n c h a n tm e n ts , o f  
e s o te r ic  fo rc e s  a n d  se cre t p o w e rs . I t  is 
g e n e r a lly  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  i f  su ch  a su b  
s tr a tu m  a c tu a lly  e x is ts  it  w e re  b e tte r  to  
le a v e  it a lo n e . C o n fro n te d  w ith  e x t r a  
sen so ry  p h e n o m e n a  th e  so -ca lled  n o rm a l 
p e rso n a lity  is  c o rru p te d , d is to r te d , an d  
d is fig u r e d . T h e  ju d g m e n t  is co rro d e d  a t 
its  so u rc e , th e  sen se o f  v a lu e s  d e m o ra l 
iz e d , an d  th e  in d iv id u a l b e co m e s  a v ic  
t im  o f  p h a n ta sy  a n d  h a llu c in a t io n . H e  
s ic k e n s  m e n ta lly  a n d  d r if ts  a b o u t  in  a 
v a st o c e a n  o f  d o u b ts  a n d  fe a rs . B u t  is 
th is  th e  f a u lt  o f  n a tu r e ?  I s  i t  o rd a in e d  
t h a t  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  re m a in  su p e rfic ia l 
to  th e  e n d ?  H a s  h e  n o  s tr e n g th  o r  m e a n s  
b y  w h ic h  h e  c a n  fa ce  th e  fa c ts  o f  l if e  
w ith o u t  c o lla p s in g  o r  v e r g in g  to w a rd  
m a d n e ss?

P e rh a p s  th e  f a u lt  lie s  in  th e  co n c e its  
a b o u t  w h ic h  h e  h as b u i lt  h is  co n ce p ts  o f  
le a r n in g . I f  h e  h ad  tra in e d  h is  fa c u lt ie s  
o f  p e n e tr a tio n  w ith  as m u c h  e n th u s ia s m  
a s  h e  h a s  sk ille d  th e m  f o r  th e  c o n s id e ra  
t io n  o f  su p e rfic ia l s h e  m ig h t  fa c e  th e  
u n k n o w n  w ith  a  b e tte r  h o p e . I f  su p e r 
f ic ia l  fo rc e s  c a n  b e  c o n tro lle d  b y  m a n , 
a n d  e v id e n c e  in  th is  d ir e c tio n  ap p ea rs  
i r r e fu ta b le , th e n  it  is u n se e m ly  th a t  a 
h ig h ly  c iv iliz e d  ra ce  sh o u ld  b e  w ith o u t  
a n y  sk ill  in  su ch  m a tte rs . I t  is  e n tir e ly  
c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  c la im s  o f  h ig h e r  
le a r n in g  th a t  a g r e a t  sc ie n tif ic  in s t i tu  
t io n  sh o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  e x p la in  o r  d u  
p lic a te  th e  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  o f  so m e  ill i t  
e ra te  p erso n  w h o  w a s th e  se v e n th  so n  o f  
a  se v e n th  so n , b o r n  w ith  a  veil an d  
g if te d  w ith  ‘th e  s ig h t ’ .

Y e a r s  a g o  in  N e w  Y o r k  th e r e  w a s a 
s tra n g e  l it t le  s to re  o w n e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  
b y  tw o  A u s tr ia n  b r o th e r s , a n d  b e a r in g  
t h e ir  n a m e . The Martin % a Brothers’ 
Shop w a s th e  g a th e r in g  p la ce  o f  stag e  
c o n ju r e r s  a n d  m a g ic ia n s . T h e  in te r io r  o f 
th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  w a s re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  
A r a b ia n  N ig h t s ’ E n te r ta in m e n ts . H e r e  
o n  a  q u ie t  a f te r n o o n  M a d a m e  H e r m a n  
m ig h t  c o m e  in  to  fe e d  h e r  d u c k s , H o w  
a r d  T h u r s t o n  o r  H a r r y  K e lle r  d ro p

a ro u n d  to  a rg u e  p o lit ic s , o r  H a r r y  H o u -  
d in i  a m b le  o v e r  to  b u y  a  n e w  p a ssk ey  
fo r  h is  h a n d c u ffs . O n e  a fte r n o o n  th e re  
w as q u ite  a  d isc u ss io n  a m o n g  th e s e  w iz  
a rd s  as to  th e  fu tu r e  o f  s ta g e  a n d  p a r lo r  
m a g ic . O n e  o f  th e  g ro u p , n o w  d ecea sed , 
sh o o k  h is  h ead  sa d ly : “ I  th in k  w e  a re  
a b o u t  th r o u g h . T im e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d . 
Y e a r s  a g o  fo lk s  lo v ed  to  b e  a m a z e d  a n d  
m y s tif ie d . N o w  i f  th e y  c a n ’t e x p la in  
th e  t r ic k  th e y  a re  a n g r y  a n d  in s u lte d . 
T h e y  seem  to  fee l t h a t  th e  m a g ic ia n  is 
a c c u s in g  th e m  o f  s tu p id ity .”  W e  h av e 
a ll d e v e lo p e d  su ch  a n  e x a g g e ra te d  sen se 
o f  o u r  o w n  in te llig e n c e  th a t  th e  ch a lle n g e  
o f  th e  u n k n o w n  ir r ita te s  r a th e r  th a n  
s t im u la te s . W e  w o u ld  ra th e r  d en y  th e  
re a lity  o f  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  th a n  a d m it  th a t  
w e a re  u n e q u ip p e d  to  co p e  w ith  its  im  
p lic a tio n s .

S c a rc e ly  a w e e k  g o e s  b y  w ith o u t  th e  
p ress a n n o u n c in g  so m e  s tra n g e  an d  u n  
e x p la in a b le  h a p p e n in g . R o c k s  ra in  o n  a 
h o u se  in  O a k la n d , a  p o lte rg e is t  g e ts  lo o se  
in  a  p r in t  sh o p , o r  a  l it t le  g ir l  in  th e  
d eep  so u th  is b o u n c e d  in  bed  b y  c a p r i  
c io u s  fo rc e s . T h e  la te  C h a r le s  F o r t  c o l 
lec ted  th re e  v o lu m e s  o f  w e ll-a u th e n ti  
ca te d  a c c o u n ts  o f  in c r e d ib le  o c c u rr e n c e s  
fo r  w h ic h  n o  re a so n a b le  e x p la n a tio n  is 
a v a ila b le . T h e s e  a c c o u n ts , h o w e v e r , se l 
d o m  le a d  to  a n y  c r it ic a l  in v e s tig a t io n  o f  
th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s . T h e  d ea d ly  s ilen c e  
w h ic h  fo llo w s  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  th a t  a 
g ro u p  o f  sa v a n ts  is a b o u t  to  e x a m in e  th e  
p h e n o m e n a  p ro b a b ly  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e se  
le a rn e d  g e n t le m e n  w ere  u n a b le  to  d isc o v e r  
a n y  e v id e n c e  o f  f r a u d .

O n  N o v e m b e r  2 9 , 1 9 4 6  th e  R e v . H .  H .  
A n to n -S te p h e n s , h is  d a u g h te r , h is  se c re  
ta ry , a n d  a n  u n n a m e d  fo u r th  p e rso n  all 
sa w  a  g h o s tly  p ro ce ss io n  o f  b ro w n -ro b e d  
m o n k s  m o v in g  s lo w ly  u p  th e  a is le  o f  S t .  
D u n s ta n ’s C h u r c h  in  W e s t  L o n d o n . T h e  
C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d  c le rg y m a n  re m a rk e d , 
“ W e  a re  a ll t r u th fu l  f o lk  a n d  i t  is im  
p o ssib le  fo r  fo u r  p eo p le  to  su ffe r  f ro m  
h a llu c in a tio n s  a t  th e  sa m e  r im e .”  T h e  
n e w s p a p e r  a r t ic le  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  jo u r  
n a lis ts  w e re  g o in g  to  v is it  th e  c h u r c h  th e  
fo l lo w in g  n ig h t  to  see w h a t  th e y  c o u ld  
se e . F r o m  th is  p o in t o n  th e r e  w a s  c o m - . 
p le te  s ile n c e . D id  th e  n e w s m e n  g o ?  D id  
th e y  see  a n y th in g , a n d  i f  so w h a t  d id  
th e y  se e ?  A c c o r d in g  to  p re se n t tre n d s
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in  p u b lic  o p in io n  it  is l ik e ly  t h a t  if  
n o th in g  h a p p e n e d  th is  n e g a tiv e  re su lt 
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w id e ly  p u b lic iz e d . O n e  
w ay  o f  e l im in a t in g  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  fro m  
c iv iliz e d  l ife  is  to  ig n o re  a n y th in g  w e 
c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d . P ro b a b ly  th e re  are  
ju s t  as m a n y  in c id e n ts  in  th e  su p e rn a t 
u ra l ta k in g  p la ce  in  L o n d o n  o r  N e w  
Y o r k  as in  H a i t i  o r  T a n g a n y ik a ,  o n ly  w e 
d e c lin e  to  p e r m it  o u rse lv e s  th e  lu x u ry  o f  
th o u g h tfu l  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  u n u s u a l.

U n t i l  re c e n tly  th e  sc ie n tif ic  a t t itu d e  
h a s  b e e n  to  e x p o se  o r  ig n o re  p sy ch ic  
p h e n o m e n a . I n  th e  la s t  fe w  y ea rs  th e  
te m p e r  h as  s o m e w h a t  c h a n g e d , b u t  it 
sca rce ly  c a n  b e  said  t h a t  th e  m ir a c le  re  

ce iv e s  v e ry  h e a rty  w e lc o m e  w h e re  it  o c  
cu rs . In  s u m m a ry , th e n , w e  m a y  say 
th a t  e v id e n c e  o f  su p e rp h y sica l fo rc e s  a t  
w o rk  in  th e  ro u tin e  e x is te n c e  o f  h u m a n  
b e in g s  is to  b e  fo u n d  a m o n g  a ll p eo p les, 
In  th o se  so cia l sy stem s in  w h ic h  e x tra s e n  
so ry  fo rc e s  a re  a c ce p te d  as a n o rm a l 
p h ase  o f  u n iv e rsa l e n e rg y  th e  m ir a c le  is 
im p o r ta n t . I f ,  h o w e v e r , a  c u ltu r a l sy s  
te m  d ev e lo p s a lo n g  p u re ly  m a te r ia lis t ic  
lin e s  p sy c h ic  p h e n o m e n a  is  a n  a n n o y in g  
a n d  d is c o n c e r t in g  fa c to r . T h e  o n ly  
co u rse  u n d e r  su ch  c o n d it io n s  is to  re je c t  
b o th  th e  m ir a c le  a n d  th e  p re m ise  w h ic h  
ju s tif ie d  it le st th e  status in quo b e  im  
p e r ile d .

R o b e r t  J .  C a se y  in  h is  b o o k  Four Faces of Siva m a k e s  n o te  o f  a n  in te re s tin g  
p ro p h e cy  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  a n c ie n t  K h m e r  c iv i l iz a t io n . In  t h e  ju n g le s  o f  C a m b o d ia , 
a  p ro te c to ra te  w ith in  F r e n c h  In d o -C h in a , a re  th e  ru in e d  c it ie s  o f  a  lo n g  s in ce  
v a n ish e d  c u ltu r e . B e fo r e  th e  b u ild e rs  o f  th e  c it ie s  d eserted  th e m  th e y  m a d e  a 
p re d ic t io n  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  re m e m b e re d  b y  th e ir  d e sce n d a n ts . “ O u r  g lo ry  w ill 
re tu r n . S o m e  d a y  th e r e  w ill c o m e  fro m  a cro ss  th e  sea  a m a n  o f  a  n e w  ra ce  to  
ta k e  u p  th e  th re a d  o f  o u r  sto ry , to  re s to re  o u r  c it ie s , a n d  m a k e  A n g k o r  o n ce  
m o re  th e  m a rv e l o f  th e  w o r ld .”

O n  Ja n u a r y  2 2 , 1861 th e  F r e n c h  n a tu r a lis t  H e n r i  M o u h o t  d isco v ered  th e  te m p le  
o f  A n g k o r  V a t .  A f te r  h is  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  th is  d is c o v e ry  o th e r  m e n  fro m  acro ss 
th e  sea v is ite d  th e  a n c ie n t  r u in s . T h e y  re s to re d  th e  c it ie s , to o k  u p  th e  th re a d  o f  
th e  a n c ie n t  sto ry , a n d  to d a y  p ilg r im s  f r o m  m a n y  la n d s  a c k n o w le d g e  A n g k o r  to  
b e  a m a rv e l o f  th e  w o rld .

T R U E ?  Y E S — N O .

A  g e m  fro m  th e  C h in e s e , “ A  fo r tu n e  sm ile s— w h o  d o e sn ’t ?  A  fo r tu n e  d o e sn ’t 
— w h o  d o e s ? ”

“ O n e  k in d  w o rd  w ill k e e p  y ou  w a rm  a ll w in te r .”
Chinese proverb
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H r  H E  m o d e rn  A m e r ic a n  w a y  o f  l if e  is 
d o m in a te d  in  la rg e  m e a su re  by  th e  

E u r o p e a n  c u ltu r a l tra d it io n . F e w  o f  o u r 
c i t iz e n s  re a liz e  th a t  th e  W e s te r n  H e m i  
sp h e re  h a d  its o w n  c iv i liz a t io n s  lo n g  b e  
fo r e  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  w h ite  m a n . T h e  
n e w  w o rld  w a s a  v a st e x p a n se  o f  m o u n  
ta in s , v a lle y s , d e se rts , fo re s ts , a n d  p la in s  
in h a b ite d  by ra ce s , n a t io n s , tr ib e s , an d  
c la n s  t h a t  sp o k e  m a n y  la n g u a g e s  an d  
d ia le c ts , a n d  p ra c tice d  a  v a rie ty  o f  a rts  
a n d  c r a f ts . T h e y  w e re  a d d ic te d  to  a d i 
v e rs ity  o f  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  a n d  g o v e rn e d  
b y  n u m e ro u s  p o lit ic a l  th e o rie s  ra n g in g  
f r o m  s im p le  p a tr ia rc h y  to  a b s o lu te  m o n  
a r c h y  a n d  s ta te  so c ia lism .

T h e  e a rly  c o lo n is ts  f r o m  E u r o p e  ju s t i  
f ie d  th e ir  p ro g ra m  fo r  e x te r m in a t in g  th e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s  b y  b r a n d in g  th e m  sa v  
a g e s  a n d  h e a th e n s , a n d  re g a r d in g  th e m  
a s  u n w o rth y  to  in h a b it  th e  la n d s  w h ic h  
h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e ir  tr ib e s  fo r  th o u  
sa n d s o f  y ea rs . T o  p a ra p h ra s e  an  ea rly  
c h a m p io n  o f  th e  I n d ia n s :  I t  is u su a l to  
d e p ic t  th e  red  m a n  w ith  a  to m a h a w k  
in  o n e  h a n d  a n d  a s c a lp in g  k n if e  in  th e  
o th e r  to  in fe r  th a t th e y  p ossessed  n o  o th e r  
th a n  a b a r b a r o u s  n a tu re . W i t h  e q u a l 
ju s t ic e  C h r is t ia n  n a t io n s  co u ld  b e  re p  
re se n te d  b r a n d is h in g  sw o rd s a n d  p isto ls , 
a n d  su rro u n d e d  b y  ca n n o n  a n d  o th e r  in  
s tru m e n ts  o f  w a r fa re  as p ro p e r  e m b le m s  
o f  t h e ir  e m p lo y m e n ts  a n d  th e ir  p re v a il  
in g  ta stes . I t  has b e e n  sa id  th a t  th e  g e n  
era l p o licy  o f  th e  e n lig h te n e d  c o n q u e ro rs  
w a s  to  fa ll  u p o n  th e ir  k n e e s , a n d  th e n  
u p o n  th e  a b o r ig in e s .

A  m o re  d is c e rn in g  a g e  is b e g in n in g  to  
re a l iz e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  in d ig e n o u s

c u ltu r e s  th a t  flo u r ish e d  in  th e  W e s te r n  
H e m is p h e r e  b e fo re  th e  a rr iv a l o f  th e  
S p a n is h , F r e n c h , E n g l is h ,  a n d  D u tc h . 
A  th o u g h tfu l  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  re c o rd s 
a v a ila b le  is a lso  b r in g in g  to  l ig h t  th e  
n a m e s  a n d  w o rk s  o f  w ise  a n d  sk illfu l 
le a d e rs  w h o se  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  a re  
w o rth y  o f  th e  p ro fo u n d  resp ect a n d  a d  
m ir a t io n  o f  a ll  c iv iliz e d  m e n . In  t im e  
to  c o m e  th ese  In d ia n  h e ro e s  w ill b e  a c  
co rd e d  th e ir  p ro p e r  p la c e s  be sid e  th e  la w  
g iv e rs , sa g es , a n d  p ro p h e ts  o f  E u r o p e  an d  
A s ia .

I n  S o u th  A m e r ic a  M a n c o  C a p a c  c re  
a ted  th e  d y n a sty  o f  th e  In c a s . H e  b r o u g h t  
to  th e  p re -In c a s  o f  P e r u  a b ro a d  p ro g ra m  
o f  g o o d  la w s . C a n n ib a lis m  a n d  h u m a n  
s a cr ifice  w e re  a b o lis h e d , a n d  th e  p eo p le  
w e re  in s tru c te d  in  u se fu l a n d  p e a c e fu l 
p u rsu its . G r e a t  c it ie s  w e re  b u ilt ,  an d  th e  
d if fe re n t  p a rts  o f  th e  e m p ire  w e re  b o u n d  
to g e th e r  by  p av ed  ro a d s , su sp en sio n  
b r id g e s , a n d  m a ss iv e  v ia d u c ts . T h e  g o v  
e r n m e n t  w a s sta te  s o c ia lis m ; ev e ry  m a n  
■had h is  la n d  a n d  h is  h o m e . T h e  n a t io n  
w a s p ro te c te d  a g a in s t  o u ts id e  e n c ro a c h  
m e n ts  b y  a  w e ll-d r ille d  a rm y , a n d  th e  in  
te rn a l e c o n o m y  w as p re se rv e d  b y  w e ll-o r  
g a n iz e d  c iv il  a u th o r ity . T h e  so cia l o r  
g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  I n c a s  o f  th e  1 3 th  c e n  
tu ry  A . D .  w a s th e  m o st  a d v a n c e d  k n o w n  
in  th e  w o rld  o f  its  t im e . W h e n  th e  
S p a n ia rd s  u n d e r  P iz a r r o  a sk e d  th e  P e r u  
v ia n s h o w  th e y  p u n ish e d  la w b re a k e r s  
th e  n a tiv e s  re p lie d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t 
k n o w , as th e r e  w e re  n o  c r im in a ls .

I n  G u a te m a la , H o n d u r a s , a n d  Y u c a  
ta n  a m a g n if ic e n t  c u ltu r a l  p ro g ra m  u n  
fo ld e d  u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  K u k u lc a n ,
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th e  fe a th e re d  se rp e n t. L o n g  re g a rd e d  as 
a m y th ica l c h a ra c te r , K u k u lc a n  is a t  la s t  
e m e rg in g  in  h is  tru e  l ig h t  as a n  a s tu te  
s ta te sm a n  an d  re lig io u s  r e fo r m e r . I t  is 
p o ssib le  th a t  m o re  th a n  o n e  m a n  b o re  
th e n a m e , b u t s o m e w h e re  in  th e  o b sc u r  
ity  r e s u lt in g  f r o m  th e  b u r n in g  o f  th e  
M ay a  lib ra r ie s  b y  th e  S p a n is h  p ad res 
lu rk s  th e  sh a d o w  fo rm  o f  a n  o r g a n iz in g  
g e n iu s . H is  m o n u m e n t  is tw o  h u n d re d  
c ities  w ith  th e ir  ru in e d  p a la ce s , te m p le s , 
an d  p y ra m id s . H e r e , c e n tu r ie s  a g o , a s  
tro n o m e rs  s tu d ie d  th e  stars  fro m  th e ir  
h ig h  o b se r v a to r ie s ; h is to r ia n s  an d  p riests  
w ro te  s tra n g e  b o o k s in  a w o n d e r fu lly  
co m p lica te d  la n g u a g e  th a t  n o  m o d e rn  
m an  ca n  r e a d ; m e rc h a n ts  e x c h a n g e d  
th e ir  g o o d s ; a rtisa n s  p lied  th e ir  tra d e s ; 
an d  th e  c o m m o n  p eo p le  d w e lt  to g e th e r  
in f r ie n d lin e ss  a n d  se c u r ity . T h e  M a y a s 
hold  th e  reco rd  fo r  p e a ce  a m o n g  th e  
c iv iliz e d  n a tio n s  o f  th e  w o rld — fiv e  h u n  
d red  y ea rs  w ith o u t  w a r .

In  M e x ic o  th e  A z te c s  k e p t th e  C o d e  
o f  L if e  a n d  L a w  th a t  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e m  
by Q u e tz a lc o a tl , th e  g re a t  te a ch e r  o f  th e ir  
race. T h o u g h  n o t b y  n a tu re  as h ig h ly  
refin ed  as th e  M a y a s o r  In c a s , th e  A z te c s  
b u ilt a  m a g n if ic e n t  e m p ire  w h ic h  d a z z le d  
th e S p a n ia rd s  u n d e r  C o rte s . N o w h e re  in  
S p a in  w a s a  c ity  so g lo r io u s  as th e b a n n e r  
city  o f  M e x ic o  w ith  its  b ro a d  stre e ts , 
m assiv e  b u ild in g s , a n d  b e a u tifu l c a n a ls . 
It  w a s b e ca u se  o f  Q u e tz a lc o a tl  th a t  a ll 
these g oo d  th in g s  c a m e  to  th e  V a lle y  o f  
M e x ic o . H e  ta u g h t  th e m  to  so w  a n d  to  
reap , a n d  h e p e rfe c te d  th e ir  a r ts , sc ie n ce s , 
re lig io n , a n d  p o lit ic s . T h i s  w a s th e  w ise  
m a n  w h o  b e ca m e  a g o d  b e ca u se  a ll h is 
w ay s w e re  g o o d .

M a n c o  C a p a c , K u k u lc a n , an d  Q u e tz a l  
co a tl a re  n a m e s  o f  p o w e r , an d  b e n e a th  
th e ir  s tra n g e  a n d  u n fa m il ia r  so u n d s is 
b id d e n  a sto ry  o f  u n se lf is h  la b o r . E a c h  
o f th e se  m e n  g a v e  h is  life  to  th e  serv ice  
o f  h u m a n  n e e d , a n d  e a c h  le ft  b e h in d  h im  
a c iv i liz a t io n  th a t re m a in e d  s tro n g  w h ile  
it  ob ey ed  h is  la w s a n d  p e r ish e d  w h e n  it 
d ep arted  fro m  th e m . T h e s e  w e re  p ro p h  
e t-sav io rs  o f  the W e s te r n  w o rld , a n d  to  
th e m  m u s t  n o w  b e  a d d ed  a n o th e r  n a m e  
sacred  to  th e  n a t io n s  th a t  lie  fa r th e r  to  
th e n o r th .

In  th e  o p e n in g  y e a rs  o f th e  1 6 th  c e n  
tu ry  th a t v ast re g io n  o f  la n d  s tr e tc h in g

fro m  th e  H u d s o n  to  L a k e  E r ie ,  a n d  fro m  
th e  S t .  L a w r e n c e  to  th e  S u s q u e h a n n a , 
w a s in h a b ite d  by fiv e  n a t io n s  o f  A m e r  
ica n  In d ia n s . T h e s e  p eo p le  h a d  n o  w r i t  
ten  la n g u a g e  b u t th e y  w e re  l in g u is t ic a lly  
co g n a te , a c irc u m s ta n c e  w h ic h  m a d e  p o s 
s ib le  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a p o w e rfu l u n io n  
a m o n g  th e m . S h o r tly  b e fo re  th e  a rr iv a l 
o f  th e  E u r o p e a n  co lo n is ts  u p o n  th e ir  
sh o res  th e  fiv e  n a t io n s , la te r  c a lle d  b y  
th e  F r e n c h  th e  Ir o q u o is , b o u n d  th e ir  
tr ib e s  to g e th e r  in to  a le a g u e  fo r  m u tu a l 
se c u rity  a n d  m u tu a l im p r o v e m e n t. T h e y  
ca lle d  th e m se lv e s  “ T h e  P e o p le  o f  th e  
L o n g  H o u s e ,’’ b y  w h ic h  th ey  im p lie d  
th a t  th e y  w e re  o n e  fa m ily  sh e lte re d  by  
o n e  r o o f . S o  re m a r k a b le  is th e  sto ry  o f  
th is  le a g u e  a n d  h o w  it c a m e  to  b e  fo rm e d  
th a t a  b r ie f  su m m a ry  o f  th e  a c c o u n t  w ill 
p ro v e u s e fu l.

L o n g , lo n g  a g o , th e r e  liv ed  in  th e  la n d  
o f  th e  H u r o n s  a p u re  a n d  b e a u tifu l 
m a id e n  n a m e d  D jig o n s a s e e . S h e  w as 
b o rn  w ith  a veil o v e r  h e r  fa c e , a m o st 
sacred  o m e n , a n d  th e  sp ir its  th a t  serv ed  
th e  G r e a t  M a s te r  o f  L i f e  g u a rd e d  h e r  
te n d e rly . T h i s  lo v e ly  g ir l g re w  u p  w ise  
in  th e  m y ste r ie s  o f  th e  in n e r  life  a n d  re  
m a in e d  a  v ir g in , h a v in g  n o  d e sire  to 
m a rry .

S h e  w a s so re ly  tro u b le d , th e r e fo re , 
w h e n  it w as rev e a le d  to  h e r  th a t  sh e  w a s 
w ith  c h ild , fo r  sh e h ad  n o t  k n o w n  an y  
m a n . H e r  m o th e r  rep ro v ed  h e r  fo r  w a n  
to n n e ss , b u t  D jig o n s a s e e  c o u ld  o n ly  w eep  
a n d  h id e  h e r  fa ce  fo r  sh e  k n e w  in  h e r  
h e a rt  th a t  sh e  h ad  c o m m itte d  n o  w ro n g .

T h e n  in  th e  n ig h t  c a m e  a  m e sse n g e r  
fro m  th e  w o rld s  b e y o n d  th e  sk y , an d  
sto o d  b e s id e  th e  m a id e n  a n d  sp o k e  to  h e r . 
H e  to ld  D jig o n s a s e e  th a t  a so n  w o u ld  
b e  b o rn  to  h e r , a n d  h e  w o u ld  g ro w  u p  
to  b e  a p ro p h e t  a m o n g  m e n , a n d  h e  
w o u ld  ra ise  u p  a T r e e  o f  P e a c e  th a t 
w o u ld  b r in g  c o m fo r t  a n d  h a p p in e ss  to  
th e  n a tio n s .

S o o n , th e r e a fte r , D jig o n s a s e e ’s m o th e r  
w a s a w a k e n e d  fro m  sleep  by  th e  c o m in g  
o f  a s tra n g e  m a n  o f  n o b le  a p p e a ra n c e . 
H e  re b u k e d  h e r  fo r  d o u b tin g  h e r  d a u g h  
te r ’s p u r ity , te ll in g  th e  f r ig h te n e d  w o m a n  
th a t  th e  lo d g e  w a s b lessed  fo r  a  v irg in  
w a s  to  g iv e  b ir t h  to  a  m a n -c h ild , a n d  h is  
n a m e  sh o u ld  b e  D e g a n a w id a .
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In  th e  fu lln e s s  o f  t im e  th e  b a b y  w as 
b o rn  a n d  th e  y o u n g  m o th e r  lo v ed  h im  
d e v o te d ly , b u t  th e  g r a n d m o th e r  w as 
tu rn e d  a g a in s t  h im  b y  th e  g o s s ip  o f  th e  
w o m e n  o f  th e  v illa g e . T h e r e  w a s  a 
p ro p h e sy  th a t  th is  c h ild  w as d e stin e d  to  
d e stro y  th e  p o w e r  a n d  g lo ry  o f  th e  H u -  
ro n s . T h r e e  t im e s  th e  g r a n d m o th e r  a t  
te m p te d  to  k i l l  th e  in fa n t .  S h e  c u t  h o les  
in  th e  ic e  o f  th e  n e a rb y  s tre a m  a n d  tr ie d  
to  d ro w n  th e  b a b y , b u t  e a c h  t im e  w h e n  
sh e  re tu rn e d  to  th e  lo d g e  th e  l it t le  b o y  
h a d  b e e n  re s to re d , m ir a c u lo u s ly , to  h is  
m o th e r ’s a r m s . A t  la s t , co n v in c e d  th a t 
th e  c h ild  w as u n d e r d iv in e  p ro te c tio n , 
th e  g r a n d m o th e r  re p e n te d  o f  h e r  e v il in  
te n t io n s  an d  lo v ed  t h e  bo y  d e a r ly .

A s  y o u n g  D e g a n a w id a  g re w  u p  h e 
w a s so  s tro n g  a n d  h a n d s o m e  a n d  o f  su ch  
s u p e r io r  a t ta in m e n ts  th a t  th e  m o th e r s  o f  
th e  H u r o n s  h a te d  h im , th r o u g h  e n v y , 
b e ca u se  h e  w a s  m o re  c o m e ly  th a n  th e ir  
o w n  so n s . B u t  h e  e n d u re d  a ll th e ir  p e r  
se c u tio n s  w ith  s ile n c e  a n d  d ig n ity  fo r  h e  
h a d  g r e a t  s tre n g th  w ith in  h im s e lf .

W h e n  D e g a n a w id a  re a c h e d  m a n h o o d  
it  w a s e v id e n t to  a ll th a t  h e  w as d e stin e d  
to  b e c o m e  a p r ie s tly  te a c h e r  o f  h is  p eo p le . 
T h e  o r e n d a , ( t h e  m a g ic  p o w e r o f  th e  
s p ir it s )  w a s s tro n g  in  h im  a n d  h e  co u ld  
w o rk  m ir a c le s , a n d  th e  e le m e n ts  ob ey ed  
h im . H e  w e n t  o u t  a lo n e  in to  th e  fo re s t  
to  h e a r  th e  v o ice s , a n d  h e  w a s w ise  in  
th e  w ay s o f  th e  sk y  w o rld .

A t  la s t  th e  d a y  c a m e  w h e n  th e  v o ices  
o f  th e  o ld  o n es  w h o  sp o k e  in  h is  h e a r t  
ca lle d  h im  to  h is  m in is try . H e  k n e w  
th e  w o r k  fo r  w h ic h  h e  h a d  c o m e  in to  
b ir th , a n d  a f te r  c o m fo r t in g  h is  m o th e r  
h e  se t fo r th  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  th e  so u th , 
a lo n e ly  w a n d e re r  in  th e  w ild e rn e ss . In  
h is  m o th e r ’s lo d g e  h e  le f t  th e  s k in  o f  an  
o tte r  h u n g  h e a d  d o w n w a rd  fro m  a c o rn e r  
b e a m , te ll in g  h e r  t h a t  i f  d e a th  c a m e  to 
h im  th e  s k in  w o u ld  b le e d .

W h e r e v e r  D e g a n a w id a  w e n t  h e  to ld  
th e  p eo p le  t h a t  h e  w a s  b o rn  o f  a  v ir g in  
m o th e r  a n d  th a t  n o  o th e r  m a n  sh o u ld  
e v e r  b e a r  h is  n a m e . H e  fu r th e r  to ld  
th e m  th a t  h e  w a s se n t  b y  th e  G r e a t  
S p ir it ,  th e  S k y  F a t h e r  w h o  c re a te d  all 
th in g s , to  e s ta b lis h  th e  g o o d  la w  a m o n g  
h is  c h ild r e n . T h e  n a t io n s  m u s t  u n ite  in  
a L e a g u e  o f  P e a c e  a n d  liv e  to g e th e r  in  
b ro th e rh o o d  a n d  fr ie n d s h ip . O n ly  w h e n

s tr ife  a m o n g  m e n  c a m e  to  a n  en d  w o u ld  
th e  G r e a t  S p ir it  b less h is  c h ild re n  w ith  
h a p p in e ss  a n d  se c u r ity .

I t  w a s  w h ile  d w e llin g  a m o n g  th e  O n -  
o n d a g a s  th a t  th e  p ro p h e t  reso lv ed  to  
fo r m u la te  th e  la w s o f  th e  G r e a t  C o n fe d  
e r a t io n  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  L o n g  H o u s e . 
H e  re tire d  to  a se c re t  p la ce  an d  g a v e  
h im s e lf  o v e r to  p ra y e r , fa s t in g , an d  m e d i 
ta t io n . A n d  th e  v o ice s  sp o k e  a g a in , an d  
th e  S k y  F a t h e r  rev e a le d  to  h is  so n  th e  
th re e  d o u b le  ru le s  o f  th e  w ise  g o v e r n  
m e n t .

A t  th a t  t im e  th e  w iz a rd  c h ie f ta in  A to -  
ta rh o  w as r u le r  o v e r  th e  O n o n d a g a s . H e  
w a s fe a re d  b y  a ll th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  tr ib e , 
a n d  it  is  sa id  th a t  b e ca u se  o f  th e  ev il 
th o u g h ts  th a t  fille d  h is  m in d  w r ith in g  
se rp e n ts  g re w  f r o m  h is  h e ad  in  th e  p lace  
o f  h a ir . D e g a n a w id a  w e n t to  th e  w iz a rd , 
a n d  u n m o v e d  b y  h is  te r r ib le  a p p e a ra n ce  
e x p la in e d  to  h im  th e  p la n  fo r  th e  L e a g u e  
o f  th e  F iv e  N a t io n s , a n d  b e so u g h t h is  
h e lp . B u t  A to ta r h o , b e ca u se  o f  th e  w ic k  
ed n ess  in  h is  h e a r t , re v ile d  th e  p ro p h e t 
a n d  w o rk e d  sp e lls  a g a in s t  h im , a n d  re  
fu se d  to o b e y  th e  w ill o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir it .

D is c o u r a g e d  by  th e  e v il in  m e n ’s n a  
tu re s  D e g a n a w id a  jo u rn e y e d  b a c k  to  th e  
lo d g e  o f  h is  m o th e r , s e e k in g  c o u n se l a n d  
g u id a n c e . H e  to ld  h e r  o f  h is  m iss io n  
a n d  a ll th a t  h ad  b e fa lle n  h im , a n d  b e  
ca u se  sh e  w a s  w ise  sh e  u n d e rsto o d  h is  
w o rd s  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  h im  to  c o n tin u e  
h is  m in is try . D e g a n a w id a  th e n  sa id  th a t  
h e  n e e d e d  so m e o n e  to  h e lp  h im  as th e  
ta s k  w a s m o re  th a n  o n e  m a n  c o u ld  a c  
c o m p lis h . H is  m o th e r  p ossessed  th e  g if t  
o f  in n e r  k n o w in g , so  sh e  a d v ised  h e r  
so n  to se e k  a m a n  w h o  a te  h u m a n  flesh , 
a n d  th r o u g h  th e  h e lp  o f  th is  m a n  th e  
L e a g u e  w o u ld  b e  a c c o m p lish e d . S h e  
a lso  p ro m ise d  th a t  w h e n  th e  G ra n d  
C o u n c il  w a s  c a lle d  sh e  w o u ld  c o m e  a n d  
ta k e  p a rt  in  th e  d e lib e ra t io n s .

I n  th e  fo re s t  d w e lt  a  m a n  o f  su ch  
c ru d e  a n d  v u lg a r  w ay s th a t n o  v illa g e  
w o u ld  a llo w  h im  to  b u ild  h is  lo d g e  
a m o n g  th e m . T h i s  o u tc a s t  liv ed  a lo n e  
w ith  h is  u n h a p p y  th o u g h ts , b r o o d in g  a n d  
m is e ra b le , a n d  h is  fo o d  w a s  h u m a n  flesh  
w h ic h  h e  b o ile d  in  a  p o t o v e r  a n  o p en  
f ir e . T h i s  c a n n ib a l ,  b y  th e  w ill  o f  th e  
sp ir its , re ce iv e d  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  D e g a n a  
w id a , th e  m a k e r  o f  p e a ce . H e  lis te n e d
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to  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  n o b le  s tr a n g e r  w h o  
sto o d  b e fo re  h im , a n d  th e y  e n te r e d  in to  
h is h e a r t  a n d  h e  k n e w  th a t  th e y  w e re  
g o o d .

D e g a n a w id a , as h e  co n v e rse d  w ith  th e  
e a te r  o f  h u m a n  flesh , re a liz e d  th a t  th is  
w as th e  o n e  w h o  w a s to  b e  h is  h e lp e r . 
T h e  p ro p h e t d isco v e re d  th a t  th e  c a n n ib a l 
w as g if te d  in  m a n y  w a y s, e sp e c ia lly  in  
sp eech , a n d  th a t  a t r u ly  n o b le  sp ir it  lay  
asleep  w ith in  h is  b r e a s t . S o  h e g a v e  th e  
o u tca st a n e w  n a m e , c a l l in g  h im  H ia  
w a th a . T h i s  H ia w a th a  re n o u n ce d  a ll h is  
sa v a g e  w a y s a n d  g a v e  u p  th e  e a t in g  o f  
h u m a n  flesh . H e  d e d ic a te d  h is  l if e  to  
th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  g o o d  la w  th a t  w a s to  
b r in g  a b o u t  e v e r la s tin g  p e a ce  a m o n g  th e  
n a tio n s , a n d  in  th e  co u rs e  o f  t im e  h e  
w as h o n o re d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  w ise st a n d  
m ost v ir tu o u s  o f  th e  s ta te sm e n -p r ie s ts  o f  
th e  Ir o q u o is .

D e g a n a w id a  a n d  H ia w a th a  tra v e le d  
to g e th e r  a m o n g  th e  t r ib e s  o f  th e  F iv e  N a  
tio n s , e v e ry w h e re  te a c h in g  th e  g o o d  law  
an d  h a v in g  m a n y  a d v e n tu re s . B e c a u s e  
D e g a n a w id a  w a s s lo w  o f  sp e e ch  H i a  
w a th a  a p p e a re d  m o st o f te n  b e fo r e  th e  
c o u n c ils  o f  th e  c h ie fs  a n d  e x p la in e d  th e  
d o c tr in e s  o f  h is  m a ste r . S o  e lo q u e n t  
w e re  h is  w o rd s  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e  h e ad  
m e n  w e re  c o n v e r te d  to  th e  p la n  fo r  th e  
L e a g u e . O n ly  th e  O n o n d a g a s  re m a in e d  
a lo o f, f o r  th e y  fo llo w e d  th e  w ill  o f  th e  
w iz a rd  w a r  c h ie f ta in  A to ta r h o .

F in a l ly  D e g a n a w id a  a n d  h is m o th e r  
D jig o n s a s e e , H ia w a th a , a n d  th e ir  d is  
c ip le s  f r o m  th e  o th e r  f o u r  n a t io n s , w e n t 
to th e  lo d g e  o f  A to ta r h o  a n d  s a n g  so n g s 
o f  p o w e r  to  b r in g  c o m fo r t  a n d  p e a ce  to 
th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  o ld  w a r  c h ie f .  T h e y  
sa n g  o u ts id e  th e  d o o r  o f  h is  lo d g e , a n d  
so p o w e rfu l w as th e  o r e n d a , th e  sp ir itu a l 
m a g ic  o f  th e  c h a n ts , t h a t  A to ta rh o  f e lt  a 
n e w  g o o d n e ss  e m e rg e  f r o m  w ith in  h im  
se lf. H is  fa c e  to o k  o n  a g e n tle  e x p re ss io n , 
th e  se rp e n ts  fe ll  f r o m  h is  h e a d , a n d  a ll 
h is c ro o k e d  p a rts  w e re  s tra ig h te n e d . I n  
th is  w a y  th e  e v il m a g ic ia n  w a s  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  to  th e  lov e  o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir it , 
an d  a ll th e  w ic k e d n e s s  d e p a rte d  fro m  
h im . H e  c a m e  fo r th  f r o m  h is  lo d g e  a n d  
stood  a m o n g  th e  c h a n te rs  re s to re d  t o  th e  
fu ll n o b ility  o f  h is  m a n h o o d , a n d  h e  
w as e le c te d  to  th e  h ig h e s t  p la ce  in  th e  
G ra n d  C o u n c il .  T h u s  th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e

F iv e  N a t io n s  c a m e  to  b e  fo rm e d  a m o n g  
th e  I r o q u o is .

A lth o u g h  m o st In d ia n  re c o rd s  o f  o ld  
t im e s  h av e  b e e n  e m b e llis h e d  b y  th e  m y th -  
m a k e r s  a n d  e n la rg e d  b y  g e n e r a tio n s  o f  
s to ry te lle rs , D e g a n a w id a ’s p la ce  in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  th e  I r o q u o is  N a t io n  is  n o w  
th o r o u g h ly  e s ta b lish e d . T h i s  g r e a t  s ta te s  
m a n , p ro p h e t, a n d  la w g iv e r  o f  th e  A m e r  
in d s  w a s b o rn  in  th e  re g io n  su rro u n d in g  
w h a t  is n o w  K in g s to n ,  O n ta r io , C a n a d a , 
a b o u t th e  y e a r  A . D .  1 5 2 5 . A n  im m a c u  
la te  c o n c e p tio n  w a s c la im e d  fo r  h im , b u t 
th e  t ra d it io n s  a lso  re c o rd  th a t  h e  w a s  o n e  
o f  sev e n  b r o th e r s . H e  w a s b o r n  in  
th e  c o u n tr y  o f  th e  H u r o n s , p ro b a b ly  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h a t  n a t io n  b y  b lo o d . L a te r ,  
h o w e v e r , h e  b e c a m e  a n  I r o q u o is  by  th e  
r itu a ls  o f  a d o p tio n . H e  w a s d e sc rib e d  as 
p o sse ssin g  a  v a r ie ty  o f  m a g ic a l p o w ers  
by  th e  u se  o f  w h ic h  h e  w as a b le  to  o v e r  
c o m e  th e  e v il sp e lls  an d  e n c h a n tm e n ts  
w r o u g h t  a g a in s t  h im  b y  th e  je a lo u s  
m e d ic in e  p rie s ts  a n d  s o rce re rs . B e c a u s e  
o f  th e  m ir a c le s  h e  w as a b le  to  p e r fo rm  
th is  g r e a t  p e a c e m a k e r  w a s  e lev a ted  

g ra d u a lly  to  th e  e s ta te  o f  a d e m ig o d  in  
th e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  A m e r in d  ic  n a tio n s  

th a t  h e  serv ed  so  w e ll.

W h e n  re d u ce d  to  th e ir  fa c tu a l c o n te n t  
th e  le g e n d s  w h ic h  h a v e  g r o w n  u p  
a b o u t th e  p e rso n  o f  D e g a n a w id a  rev ea l 
th e  tire le ss  s tru g g le  o f  a n  in sp ire d  le a d e r 
op p osed  o n  ev e ry  h a n d  b y  th e  is o la t io n  
ists  o f  h is  d a y . H e  re a liz e d  th e  im p o r  
ta n c e  o f  u n ite d  a c t io n  in  th e  fa c e  o f  c o m  
m o n  p ro b le m s , a n d  h e  f r a m e d  a c o n s t i  
tu t io n  o f  la w s  a n d  ru le s  w h ic h  w o u ld  
g u a r a n te e  th e  se c u r ity  o f  th e  Ir o q u o is . 
I t  is p o ss ib le  th a t  h e  g a in e d  p a r t  o f  h is 
in s p ir a tio n  f r o m  th e  e a r l ie r  c o n fe d e r a tio n  
w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  set u p  a m o n g  th e  H u  
ro n s . H e  w as n o t a n  h e re d ita ry  c h ie f  
ta in  b u t  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  c la ss  o f  th e  
m e r it  c h ie f s ;  th e r e fo r e  h e  co u ld  fo rb id  
th e  e le c t io n  o f  a  su c c e ss o r . N o th in g  is 
k n o w n  o f  h is  la te r  l i f e  o r  th e  c ir c u m  
sta n c e s  o f  h is  d e a th . I t  is  n o t im p o ss ib le  
th a t  h e  m e t  a  t r a g ic  e n d , th e  c o m m o n  
fa te  o f  in s p ire d  te a c h e r s . H a v in g  fo r m u  
la te d  th e  C o d e  o f  th e  F iv e  N a t io n s  h e 
d isa p p e a re d  e n tir e ly  f r o m  th e  re co rd s , 
an d  h is  w o r k  w a s  ca rr ie d  o n  b y  h is  f a it h  
f u l  d isc ip le  H ia w a th a .
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T h e r e  w as a n  h e re d ita ry  c h ie f ta in s h ip  
in  th e  T o r to is e  C la n  o f  th e  M o h a w k  tr ib e  
c a r r y in g  th e  n a m e  an d  t it le  H ia w a th a . 
T h e  f ir s t  to  b e a r  th is  n a m e  w as th e  c e le  
b ra te d  r e fo r m e r , s ta te sm a n , a n d  m a g i 
c ia n  w h o  a ssisted  D e g a n a w id a  in  th e  
o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a tio n  o f  th e  
I r o q u o is .  H ia w a th a  w as p re se n t a t  th e 
f ir s t  G ra n d  C o u n c il  o f  th e  F iv e  N a tio n s , 
w h ic h  to o k  p la ce  a b o u t  1 5 7 5 . A t  th e  
t im e  h e  w a s a m a n  o f  a d v a n ce d  years .

L o n g fe l lo w ’s b e a u tifu l p o em  The Song 
of Hiawatha h a s  m a d e  th e  n a m e  o f  th is  
g r e a t  In d ia n  a f a m il ia r  w o rd . I t  is m o st 
u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  th e  p o em  d oes n o t  c o n  
ta in  a s in g le  f a c t  th a t  is c o rre c t  h is to r ic  
a lly . L o n g fe l lo w  d eriv ed  h is  in s p ir a tio n , 
an d  m o st o f  th e  in c id e n ts  w h ic h  h e u sed , 
f r o m  th e  w r it in g s  o f  H e n r y  R o w e  
S c h o o lc r a f t . A lth o u g h  a sch o la r  o f  
a b ility  S c h o o lc r a f t  w a s n o t su ffic ie n tly  
v ersed  in  th e  In d ia n  d ia le c ts , w h ic h  a c  
co u n ts  fo r  a n u m b e r  o f  e rro rs . H e  a lso  
m a d e  th e  m is ta k e  o f  c o n fu s in g  th e  M o  
h a w k  le g is la to r  H ia w a th a  w ith  th e  
O jib w a  d e ity  M a n a b o z h o . I t  is p ossib le  
th a t  S c h o o lc r a f t ,  in flu e n ce d  by th e  le g  
e n d s  to ld  to  h im  by G e n e r a l  W ill ia m  
C la r k , b e liev ed  th a t th e  tw o  s tre a m s o f 
tra d it io n  h ad  a c o m m o n  o r ig in , b u t th is  
is n o w  p ro v ed  to  be u n tru e .

E v e n  th e  I ro q u o is  le g e n d s  a b o u t H ia  
w a th a  h av e  been  co n fu se d  w ith  m y th s 
b e lo n g in g  to  th e  g o d s  o f  th e  sev era l n a  
t io n s  fro m  th e  L e a g u e . T h i s  e x p la in s  
m a n y  o f  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l ep iso d es asso  
c ia te d  w ith  H ia w a t h a ’s l ife . H e  b e g a n  
h is  p ro g ra m  o f  re fo rm s  a m o n g  th e 
O n o n d a g a s , b u t w ith o u t  su ccess , an d  it 
is b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  so rce re rs  o f  th a t  trib e  
ca u se d  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  p ro p h e t’s o n ly  
d a u g h te r . T h e  O n e id a s  rece iv ed  h is  m e s  
sag e  w ith  sy m p a th y  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g . 
T h e y  a g re e d  w ill in g ly  to  th e  p la n  fo r  th e  
L e a g u e  on  th e  c o n d it io n  th a t  th e  M o  
h a w k s  w o u ld  d o  th e  sa m e .

T h e r e  is a c h a n c e  th a t  a fe w  o f  S c h o o l  
c r a f t ’s re fe re n ce s  m a y  re la te  to  th e  h is to r  
ica l H ia w a th a , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  d e scr ip  
t io n  o f  th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  th e  g re a t  re  
fo rm e r  a n d  th e  c h ie f ta in s  o f  th e  F iv e  
N a t io n s  o n  th e  sh o res  o f  L a k e  O n o n d a g a . 
O n  th a t  o cca s io n  H ia w a th a  a p p ea red  as 
a v e n e ra b le  m a n  o f  q u ie t  an d  d ig n if ie d  
d e p o r tm e n t . H e  w a s d ressed  in  a s im p le

ro b e  o f  w o lfs k in s , a n d  w o re  n o  o r n a  
m e n ts . A f te r  ta k in g  h is  p la ce  o f  h o n o r  
a t  th e  c o u n c il  he s a t  in  s ile n c e  a m o n g  
th e  le a d e rs  u n til  th e y  h ad  fin ish e d  th e ir  
d e lib e ra t io n s . T h e n  h e aro se  a n d  a d  
d ressed  th e  a sse m b ly , in  p a rt as fo llo w s :

“ B ro th e r s , i f  w e u n ite  in  th is  g re a t 
b o n d , th e  G r e a t  S p ir i t  w ill sm ile  u p on  
us, a n d  w e sh a ll be  f re e , p ro sp e ro u s , an d  
h a p p y . B u t  i f  w e re m a in  as w e a re , w e 
sh a ll b e  su b je c t  to  h is  f r o w n . W e  sh a ll 
b e  e n s la v e d , ru in e d , p e rh a p s  a n n ih ila te d . 
W e  m ay  p e r ish  u n d e r  th e  w a r-s to rm , an d  
o u r  n a m e s  be n o  lo n g e r  re m e m b e re d  by 
g o o d  m e n , n o r  b e  re p e a te d  in  th e  d a n ce  
an d  so n g . B r o th e r s , th e se  a re  th e  w o rd s 
o f  H ia w a th a . I  h av e  sa id  it . I am  
d o n e .”

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  F iv e  N a tio n s  w as 
fo rm e d  by th e  u n io n  o f  th e  M o h a w k s , 
O n e id a s , C a y u g a s , O n o n d a g a s , a n d  S e n  
ecas . L a te r ,  b e tw e e n  171 2  an d  1 7 1 5 , th e  
T u s c a r o r a s  w e re  a d m itte d  in to  th e  C o n  
fe d e r a tio n , w h ic h  w a s k n o w n  th e r e a fte r  
as th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  S ix  N a tio n s . A t 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a t io n  f ifty  
s a ch e m sh ip s  w e re  c re a te d . A ll th e  sa  
c h e m s  h ad  e q u a l a u th o r ity . N in e  w e re  
fro m  th e  M o h a w k s , n in e  fro m  th e  O - 
n e id a s , fo u r te e n  fro m  th e  O n o n d a g a s , te n  
f ro m  th e  C a y u g a s , a n d  e ig h t  fro m  th e  
S e n e ca s . U n l ik e  m o d e rn  p o lit ic a l re p re  
se n ta tiv e s  th ese  s a c h e m s  w e re  n o t e x  
p ected  to  a d v a n c e  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e ir  
re sp e ctiv e  tr ib e s . In  g e n e ra l c o u n c il it 
w as th e  d u ty  o f  e a c h  to  c o n s id e r  o n ly  
th e  g o o d  o f  th e  w h o le .

1 'h e  f ir s t  c o u n c il  fire  o f  th e  I ro q u o is  
L e a g u e  w as k in d le d  on  th e  n o r th  sh o re  
o f  th e  O n o n d a g a  in 1 5 7 5 . T h e  tr ib e s  
re fe rre d  to  th is  fire  as th e  “ a lw a y s b u rn  
in g ,” an d  it w as an  a p p ro p ria te  sy m b o l 
fo r  a n  e n d u r in g  C o n fe d e r a tio n  m a in  
ta in e d  by w isd o m  a n d  p ro te c te d  by th e  
s tre n g th  o f  a ll th e  n a tio n s .

T h e  c o u n c ils  o f  th e  L e a g u e  w e re  o f  
th re e  k in d s . T h e r e  w as th e  C iv il  C o u n  
c il w h ic h  d e a lt  w ith  fo re ig n  re la t io n s ; 
th e  M o u r n in g  C o u n c il  d ev o ted  to  th e  
r ite s  p e r fo rm e d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  
d e a th  o f  a sa c h e m  o r th e  e le v a tio n  o f  a 
w o rth y  b ra v e  to  th e  ra n k  o f  c h ie f ;  and  
th e  R e lig io u s  C o u n c il ,  b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  
in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  o b se rv a n ce s  o f  
w o rs h ip . T h e r e  w a s n o  w a r  d e p a r tm e n t
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FIVE-FIRE LONG HOUSE, AFTER LAFITAU’S DESCRIPTION

E Entrance Lobby 
S Storeroom 
B Bed
C Child’s Bunk

0  Bark Barrels 
P p Posts 
X Fire
V Exterior Vestibule

The single interior line shows the upper shelf running the whole length of the house proper. 
The second line shows the lower shelf used as a bed. The unit of measurement is the length 
required for a sleeping man, 6 feet or a trifle more.

I R O Q U O I S  L O N G  H O U S E

( F r o m  T he League o f the Iroquois  b y  L e w is  H .  M o r g a n )

in  th e  o r ig in a l s tru c tu re  o f  th e  L e a g u e , 
b u t th e  n a t io n s  w e re  p e r m itte d  to  p ro te c t  
th e ir  b o u n d a r ie s  w h e n  e m e rg e n c y  aro se . 
I f  u n a b le  to  p re se rv e  th e ir  r ig h ts  th ey  
w ere  e n tit le d  to  a ss is ta n ce  fro m  th e  o th e r  
tr ib e s  f o r m in g  th e  le a g u e . I t  is s ta ted  
by o n e  a u th o r  th a t  th e  Ir o q u o is  C o n fe d  
e ra t io n  g av e  th e  fo u n d in g  fa th e rs  o f  th e  
A m e r ic a n  R e p u b lic  th e  in s p ir a tio n  fo r  
th e ir  m o tto , e pluribtts unum.

In  h er b o o k  The Indian as Peacemaker 
M a b e l P o w e rs  p ay s a w o n d e r fu l tr ib u te  
to  th e  I r o q u o is  L e a g u e . S h e  w r ite s : 
“S tu d e n ts  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  h av e  co n ced ed  
th a t  th e  I r o q u o is  a ch ie v e d  a so c ia l an d  
p o lit ic a l o r g a n is m  th a t  h as n e v e r  b e en  
e q u a lle d  o r  su rp a ssed  in  its  w o r k in g  
v alu e fo r  th e  n e ed s o f  th e  p eo p le  o f  th a t  
t im e  an d  within the League. O n e  h is  
to r ia n  c o m m e n ts : ‘T h e i r  p ra c tic a l w is  
d o m  e n a b le d  th e m  to  f r a m e  a p e r fe c t  
re p re se n ta tiv e  fe d e ra l re p u b lic  w h ic h  a 
tr ia l d u r in g  a p e r io d  lo n g e r  th a n  th e  
e x is te n ce  o f  o u r  o w n  g o v e r n m e n t h as  
p ro v ed  to  h a v e  b e e n  as e ffic ie n t in  p ra c  
tice  as it  w a s p e r fe c t  in  th e o ry . O th e r  
re p u b lics— in c lu d in g  o u r o w n , h av e  
d ra w n  m u c h  fro m  its  p r in c ip ie s  o f  ju s  
t ic e , e q u a lity , a n d  b r o th e r h o o d .’ U n i  
v ersity  s tu d e n ts  a re  to d ay  s tu d y in g  th e  
C o d e  o f  th e  I r o q u o is  as a m o d e l o f  g o v  
e rn m e n t  fo r  it w as in  t r u th  ‘a g o v e r n  
m e n t  o f  th e  p eo p le , fo r  th e  p e o p le , an d  
by th e  p e o p le .’ B o th  h is to ry  an d  tr a d i  
tio n  h a v e  u n ite d  to  p ro v e  th a t  D e g a n a -  
w id a  w a s  a p ro p h e t a n d  s ta te sm a n  o f

ra re  in s ig h t  a n d  p o w e r , th e  M a s te r  M in d  
o f  th e  S to n e  A g e . ‘H e  is ,’ say s M r . 
H e w it t ,  ‘o n e  o f  th e  su p re m e  fig u re s  to  
h av e  a r ise n  in  th e  w e ste rn  w o rld  deserv 
edly ranking  b e sid e  W a s h in g to n  an d  
L in c o ln .’ ”

T h e  d ia le c ts  o f  th e  n a t io n s  f o r m in g  th e  
L e a g u e  w e re  q u ite  s im ila r , an d  th e  re p  
re se n ta tiv e s  o f th e  sev era l tr ib e s  h a d  n o  
d ifficu lty  in  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  v a rio u s 
sp e a k e rs  a t  a c o u n c il  m e e tin g . T h e  I n  
d ia n s  th e m se lv e s  re g a rd e d  th e  O n o n d a g a  
to n g u e  as th e  m o st re fin e d  a n d  m a je s t ic , 
a n d  th e  O n e id a  as th e  m o st m u s ica l. 
T h e  S e n e c a s  a n d  th e  C a y u g a s  co u ld  ta lk  
all d ay  w ith o u t  c lo s in g  th e ir  lip s . T h e r e  
w e re  n o  o a th s  in  th e  Ir o q u o is  la n g u a g e , 
a n d  th e  In d ia n  h a d  to  le a rn  e ith e r  F r e n c h  
o r  E n g lis h  b e fo re  he co u ld  in d u lg e  in 
p ro fa n ity .

V e r b a l  e v a sio n  w as a lm o st im p o ss ib le  
fo r  th e  tr ib e s  o f  th is  o ld  d ia le c t ic  g ro u p . 
T h e r e  w a s n o  p ro v is io n  fo r  th o se  w h o  
sp o k e  w ith  a “ fo rk e d  to n g u e ,” th a t  is, 
sa id  o n e  th in g  a n d  m e a n t  th e  c o n tra ry . 
C o n v e r sa t io n  w a s e n r ic h e d  by e x tra v a  
g a n t  u se o f  m e ta p h o r s . W h e n  a c h ie f  
f in ish e d  a sp e e ch  w h ic h  m ig h t  lead  to  
a g e n e ra l d isc u ss io n  he w o u ld  say “ T h e  
d o o rs a re  n o w  o p e n ” an d  th e n  ca lm ly  
sea t h im s e lf . T h e  Ir o q u o is  a lw a y s  re  
fe rre d  to  th e m se lv e s  as th e  “ rea l p e o p le ” 
a n d  if  a l lu d in g  to  w h ite  p erso n s in v a r i  
ab ly  sa id  “ o u r  y o u n g e r  b r e th r e n .”

I t  w a s th e ir  n a tu ra l lo v e  o f  m e ta p h o rs  
th a t  led  to  th e  s e le c t in g  o f  th e  n a m e  The
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People of the Long House  to  s ig n ify  th e  
Ir o q u o is  C o n fe d e r a t io n . T h e  d w e llin g s  
o f  th ese  In d ia n s  w e re  m a d e  o f  b a r k  a n d  
s le n d e r  p o les . J o h n  B a r tr a m , a n  e a r ly  
tra v e le r , d e scrib e s  su ch  a  h o u se  th a t  h e  
sa w  a t  O n o n d a g a  w h ic h  w a s  se v e n te e n  
fe e t  in  w id th  a n d  e ig h ty  fe e t  in  le n g th . 
A s  th e s e  c a b in s  w e re  th e  ty p ic a l “ lo n g ” 
h a b ita t io n s  o f  th e  I r o q u o is , th e y  c o n  
ce iv e d  o f  th e ir  fe d e r a l o r g a n iz a t io n  as 
su ch  a h o u se , c o n ta in in g  th e  f iv e  f ire s  o f  
th e  n a t io n s  an d  e x te n d in g  o v e r  th e  a re a  
th a t  is n o w  o f te n  re fe rre d  to  as “ T h e  
W a r r io r ’s P a th ” w h ic h  r a n  f r o m  th e  
G r e a t  L a k e s  to  th e  C u m b e r la n d  G a p . 
I t  is  in te r e s tin g  to  n o te  th a t  f o r  m o re  
t h a n  o n e  h u n d re d  an d  f if ty  y e a rs  th e  
L e a g u e  h a d  n o  h o u se  o f  its  o w n  in  a n y  
o f  th e  tr ib e s . T h e  lo d g e  o f  th e  k e e p e r  
o f  th e  f ir e  w a s  a lw a y s th e  offic ia l p la ce  
o f  c o u n c il . I t  w a s  n o t  u n t il  th e  1 8 th  c e n  
tu ry  t h a t  sp e c ia l b u ild in g s  w e re  se t a s id e  
f o r  th e  b u sin e ss  o f  th e  L e a g u e .

W h e n  th e  sa c h e m s  g a th e re d  i t  w as 
w ith  p ro fo u n d  re s p e c t  f o r  th e  d ig n ity  
a n d  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  o c c a s io n . T h e  
Handbook of American Indians, p u b  
lish e d  b y  th e  S m ith s o n ia n  In s t itu t io n , 
c o n ta in s  th e  fo l lo w in g  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  
o r d e r  o f  p ro c e d u re : “ A ro u n d  th e  G r e a t  
C o u n c il  F i r e  o f  th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  I r o  
q u o is  a t  O n o n d a g a , w ith  p u n c tilio u s  o b  
se rv a n ce  o f  th e  p a r lia m e n ta ry  p ro p rie tie s  
r e c o g n iz e d  in  In d ia n  d ip lo m a cy  a n d  
s ta te c r a f t ,  a n d  w ith  a d e c o ru m  th a t  
w o u ld  ad d  g r a c e  to  m a n y  o f  th e  le g is  
la tiv e  a sse m b lie s  o f  th e  w h ite  m a n , th e  
fe d e r a l se n a to rs  o f  th e  Ir o q u o is  tr ib e s  
d ev ised  p la n s , fo rm u la te d  p o lic ie s , a n d  
d e fin e d  p r in c ip le s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
p o lit ic a l  a c t io n  w h ic h  n o t  o n ly  s tr e n g th  
e n e d  t h e ir  s ta te  a n d  p ro m o te d  th e ir  c o m  
m o n  w e lfa r e , b u t a lso  d e e p ly  a ffe c te d  th e  
c o n te m p o ra r y  h is to ry  o f  th e  w h ite s  in  
N o r th  A m e r ic a . T o  th is  b o d y  o f  h a lf-  
c la d  fe d e ra l c h ie f ta in s  w e re  re p e a te d ly  
m a d e  o v e rtu re s  o f  p e a ce  an d  fr ie n d s h ip  
b y  tw o  o f  th e  m o s t  p o w e rfu l k in g d o m s  
o f  E u r o p e , w h o se  s ta te sm e n  o f te n  a w a ite d  
w ith  a p p r e h e n s io n  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th is  
se n a te  o f  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  sa v a g e s .”

I t  seem s h a rd ly  a p p r o p r ia te  to  r e fe r  to  
th e se  e n lig h te n e d  sa c h e m s  as sa v a g e s . 
P e r h a p s  th e y  w e re  u n tu to re d , b u t  i f  w e 
m e a su re  c h a r a c te r  in  te rm s  o f  in te g r ity

a n d  co u rte sy  th e y  w e re  n o t  u n c iv iliz e d . 
In  th e  G r e a t  C o u n c ils  th e re  w a s  n e v e r  
a n  o u tw a rd  s ig n  o f  d is a g r e e m e n t. E a c h  
sp e a k e r  w a s l is te n e d  to  in  co m p le te  an d  
re s p e c tfu l s ile n c e — in te r r u p tio n s  w e re  u n  
h e a rd  o f  in  th e s e  g a th e r in g s . N o  sa ch e m  
e v e r  b e c a m e  e x c ite d , w a v e d  h is  a rm s  
a b o u t, o r  ra ise d  h is  v o ice  a b o v e  th e  lev el 
s u ita b le  to  th e  d ig n ity  o f  h is  o ffice . T h e r e  
w a s  n o  f i l ib u s te r in g , n o  lo b b y in g , n o  
c o m m o tio n  in  th e  g a lle r y , a n d  n o  v a ca n t 
sea ts  b e c a u se  th e  le g is la to rs  w e re  to o  
b o red  to  a t te n d . B r ib e r y  w a s  u n k n o w n , 
an d  p a r ty  p o lit ic s  is a  g a m e  th a t  th e  o ld  
sa ch e m s n e v e r  le a rn e d  to  p la y . W i t h  th e  
s im p le  d ire c tn e ss  o f  th e  “ sa v a g e ”  m in d  
th e y  c a m e  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  c o r r u p  
t io n  in  g o v e r n m e n t  d e stro y e d  n o t o n ly  
th e  g o v e rn e d  b u t  a lso  th e  g o v e r n in g .

A  C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a ry  o n c e  ad d ressed  
a n  In d ia n  c o u n c il  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  c o n v e r t  
th e  c h ie fs  to  h is  fa it h .  A l l  lis te n e d  w ith  
o u t m o v in g  o r  m a k in g  th e  s lig h te s t  s ig n  
u n t il  th e  c le r g y m a n  h a d  f in is h e d . T h e n  
o n e  o f  th e  o ld  c h ie f ta in s  ro se  to  h is  fe e t  
a n d  v e ry  q u ie tly  b e g a n  to  te ll  th e  m in  
is te r  th e  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  a n d  c o n v ic t io n s  
o f  th e  t r ib e . A f te r  a  fe w  m in u te s  th e  
m is s io n a ry  s tro d e  o u t  o f  th e  c irc le  in  a 
fu r y . T h e  o ld  c h ie f  re m a r k e d  g e n t ly : 
“ W e  lis te n e d  to  y o u r w o rd s  b e ca u se  th a t  
is th e  p o lite  a n d  p ro p e r  th in g  to  do 
w h e n  a m a n  sp e a k s  o f  h is  G o d . B u t  
y o u  h a v e  n o t  th e  g o o d  m a n n e rs  to  l is te n  
to  o u r  w o rd s w h e n  w e  a lso  sp e a k  o f  
sa cred  th in g s . W h y  s h o u ld  w e  a c c e p t 
y o u r  fa ith  i f  it d oes n o t  m a k e  you a t  
le a s t  c o u r te o u s ? ”

T h e  o ffic ia l sy m b o l o f  th e  L e a g u e  w a s 
th e  w a m p u m  b e lt . S o m e  o f  th e  old  
b e lts  h a v e  b e en  p re se rv e d . T h e  b ead - 
w o r k  d e s ig n s  u s u a lly  d e p ic t  a  ro w  o f 
h u m a n  fig u re s  h o ld in g  h a n d s . T h i s  re p  
re s e n ts  th e  s e n tim e n ts  o f  th e  C o d e . I f  
m e sse n g e rs  h a d  to  p ass f r o m  v illa g e  to  
v illa g e  s p re a d in g  n e w s  o r  c a l l in g  to g e th e r  
a  c o u n c il  th e y  c a rr ie d  th e  w a m p u m  b e lt  
as p r o o f  th a t  th e y  s p o k e  f o r  th e  L e a g u e .

T h e  c a lu m e t , o r  p ip e  o f  p e a ce , w as a 
m y s te r io u s  sy m b o l a cco rd e d  a lm o s t  u n i 
v ersa l re sp e c t a m o n g  th e  A m e r in d ic  n a  
t io n s . I t  p lay ed  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a rt  in  th e  
r itu a ls  o f  th e  L e a g u e . I t  w a s  a  f la g  o f  
tr u c e  a n d  a p le d g e  o f  a m ity . B e c a u s e  o f  
its  r e l ig io u s  s ig n if ic a n c e  n o  In d ia n  w o u ld
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th in k  o f  b r e a k in g  a p ro m is e  o r  v io la t in g  
a p a ct th a t  h ad  b e e n  m a d e  u p o n  th e  p ip e . 
In  fa c t , th e  s im p le  w o rd  o f  a w a rr io r  
w as n e v e r  b r o k e n  u n less  th e  p e rso n  to 
w h o m  i t  w a s  g iv e n  p e r fo rm e d  a tr e a c h  
ero u s o r  d is h o n o r a b le  a c t io n . A s  th e  
b o w l o f  th e  p ip e  w a s  a n  a lta r  fo r  th e  
b u r n in g  o f  th e  sa c r if ic ia l  to b a c c o , a ll 
p ro m ises  m a d e  u p o n  i t  w e re  h e ld  to  b e  
sacred  b e fo re  th e  g o d s . U n d e r  calumet 
in  th e  Handbook of American Indians 
a lread y  q u o te d , th e r e  is a le n g th y  d e scrip  
tio n  o f  th e  p ip e  an d  its  u ses. T h e  fo l lo w  
in g  e x tr a c t  is  in d ic a t iv e : “ T h e  c a lu m e t 
w as e m p lo y e d  b y  a m b a ss a d o rs  a n d  trav -

c u m fe r e n c e , a b o u t  f if te e n  m ile s  fro m  th e  
p re se n t s ite  o f  th e  C ity  o f  R o c h e s te r . In  
fo u r  v illa g e s  h e  d estro y ed  m o re  th a n  o n e  
m il l io n  b u sh e ls  o f  c o rn  a n d  g re a t  q u a n  
t it ie s  o f  o th e r  fo o d stu ffs . T h e  In d ia n s  
h a d  le a rn e d  a lre a d y  th a t  g o o d  g o v e r n  
m e n t  b r o u g h t  w ith  it  m a te r ia l  p ro sp e r ity .

H e r b e r t  R a v e n e l S a s s , in  h is  b o o k  
Hear Me, My Chiefs! p o n d e rs  an in tr i  
g u in g  p ro b le m : “ ‘W h a t  w o u ld  h av e  h a p  
p e n e d ,’ o n e  e th n o lo g is t  h a s  a sk e d , ‘ if  
C o lu m b u s ’ sh ip s  h ad  tu rn e d  b a c k , i f  n o  
o th e r  a d v e n tu r o u s  sa ilo r  had  fo u n d  th e  
N e w  W o r ld , a n d  i f  th e  In d ia n s  co u ld  
h a v e  h ad  th e se  la s t  fiv e  h u n d re d  y ea rs  to
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e le rs  a s  a p a ss p o r t; i t  w a s used  in  ce re  
m o n ie s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o n c ilia te  fo r e ig n  an d  
h o stile  n a t io n s  a n d  to  c o n c lu d e  la s t in g  
p e a c e ; to  r a t i fy  th e  a llia n c e  o f  f r ie n d ly  
t r ib e s ; to  se c u re  fa v o ra b le  w e a th e r  fo r  
jo u rn e y s ; to  b r in g  n e e d e d  r a in ; a n d  to  
a tte s t  c o n tra c ts  an d  tre a tie s  w h ic h  co u ld  
n o t b e  v io la te d  w ith o u t  in c u r r in g  th e  
w ra th  o f  th e  g o d s .”

I t  h a s  b e e n  su g g e ste d  th a t  h a d  th e  in  
v a sio n s o f  th e  E u r o p e a n s  b e e n  d e fe rre d  a 
c e n tu ry  lo n g e r  th e y  m ig h t  h av e  fo u n d  a 
s ta te  o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  in  N e w  Y o r k  as a d  
v an ced  a s  th e  S p a n ia r d s  fo u n d  a m o n g  
th e  A z te c s  o f  M e x ic o . C e r ta in ly  th e r e  is 
a b u n d a n t  e v id e n ce  th a t  th e  n a t io n s  o f 
th e  L e a g u e , re lie v e d  o f  in te r tr ib a l  w a rs  
a n d  in te rn a l s tr ife , w e re  m a k in g  im p o r  
ta n t  im p r o v e m e n ts  in  th e ir  m o d es o f  l ife . 
D e  M o n v ille , w h o  co m m a n d e d  a n  e x  
p e d itio n  sen t b y  th e  F r e n c h  a g a in s t  th e  
Ir o q u o is  in  1 6 0 7 , d e scrib e d  a n  In d ia n  
f o r t  th a t  w a s e ig h t  h u n d re d  p a ces  in  c ir-

sh a p e  th e  c o n t in e n t ’s d e s tin y ?  W o u ld  
th e  p o w e rfu l I r o q u o is  C o n fe d e r a tio n  h av e 
co n tin u e d  to  c o n q u e r  a n d  w eld  to g e th e r  
tr ib e  a f te r  t r ib e  u n til  th e re  w as a n  
In d ia n  U n ite d  S t a t e s ? ’ C o n c e iv a b ly , th a t  
m ig h t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .”

T H E  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  
T H E  L E A G U E

T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  a u th o r ity  o n  th e  su b  
je c t  o f  th e  I r o q u o is  L e a g u e  a n d  re la ted  
m a tte rs  is Jo h n  N .  B .  H e w it t  o f  th e  
S m ith s o n ia n  In s t i tu t io n . H is  v a r io u s  a r  
t ic le s  a p p e a r  in  th e  b u lle t in s  o f  th e  B u  
re a u  o f  A m e r ic a n  E th n o lo g y , th e  S m ith  
so n ia n  R e p o r ts , an d  o th e r  le a rn e d  jo u r  
n a ls . M r . H e w it t  d ev o ted  m o re  th a n  
fo r ty  y ea rs  to  th e  stu d y  o f  th e  h is to ry , 
t r a d it io n , p h ilo so p h y , a n d  re lig io n  o f  th e  
Ir o q u o is  tr ib e s , a n d  h e  is q u o te d  o r  re  
fe rre d  to  b y  n e a r ly  ev ery  w r ite r  w h o  h a s  
to u c h e d  u p o n  th e  c u ltu r e  o f  th is  p eo p le .
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In  h is  essay  Some Esoteric Aspects of the 
League of the Iroquois M r . H e w it t  lis ts  
th e  ru le s  o f  g o o d  g o v e r n m e n t fo rm u la te d  
by  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a t io n . 
T h e s e  a re  th e  th re e  g r e a t  “ d o u b le ” d o c  
tr in e s  o r  p r in c ip le s , e a c h  o f  w h ic h  is 
sta ted  in  tw o  p a rts .

T h e  d o c tr in e s  “ w e re  a n d  a re  ex p ressed  
by  th re e  n o ta b le  O n o n d a g a  d ia le c tic  
te rm s , n a m e ly , ( 1 )  N e’S\en no, m e a n in g  
f ir s t , h e a lth  o f  m in d  a n d  b o d y , an d  
se c o n d , p e a ce  a m o n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  as 
in d iv id u a ls  a n d  a m o n g  o r g a n iz e d  b o d ies  
o r  g ro u p s  o f  p e rso n s ; ( 2 )  N e Gai’i hwiio, 
m e a n in g  f ir s t , r ig h te o u sn e ss  o f  c o n d u c t, 
its  a d v o ca cy  in  th o u g h t  an d  sp e e ch , an d  
se c o n d , e q u ity  o r  ‘ju s t i c e ’ in  th e  a d ju s t  
m e n t  o f  r ig h t  an d  o b lig a t io n s ; an d  ( 3 )  
N e’ Gas hasde’sa, m e a n in g  f ir s t , p h y sica l 
s t r e n g th  o r  p o w e r , as m il i ta r y  p o w e r o r  
c iv il  a u th o r ity , an d  se co n d , th e  o re n d a , 
o r  m a g ic  p o w e r , o f  th e  p e o p le , o r o f  th e ir  
in s titu t io n s . S ix  p r in c ip le s  in  a ll.

“ T h e  c o n s tru c t iv e  re su lts  o f  th e  c o n tro l 
a n d  g u id a n c e  o f  h u m a n  c o n d u c t  in  th e 
p r iv a te , th e  p u b lic , a n d  th e  fo r e ig n  re la  
t io n s  o f  th e  p e o p le s  so c o n fe d e r a te d , by  
th e  s ix  p r in c ip le s  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , a re  
th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t a n d  th e  c o n se rv a tio n  
o f  w h a t  is re v e re n tly  ca lle d  th e  G r e a t  
C o m m o n w e a lth — th e  G r e a t  L a w  o f  E q u i  
ty  a n d  R ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  W e ll -b e in g  o f  
m a n . I t  is th u s  se e n  th a t  th e  m e n ta l 
o u tlo o k  a n d  g ra sp  o f  th e se  p ro p h e t-s ta te s  
m e n  a n d  s ta te sw o m e n  o f  th e  Ir o q u o is  
lo o k e d  b e y o n d  th e  co n s tra in e d  l im its  o f  
t r ib a l b o u n d a r ie s  to  a  v ast s is te rh o o d  o f 
a ll  th e  tr ib e s  o f  m e n  d w e llin g  in  h a r  
m o n y  a n d  h a p p in e ss .”

B y  a p p ly in g  th ese  s ix  p r in c ip le s  to th e  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  tr ib a l l ife , p e rso n a l an d  
c o lle c tiv e  c o n d u c t  w e re  re g u la te d  an d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  d e tr im e n ta l p o lic ie s  an d  p ra c  
t ic e s  w ere  c o rre c te d . B lo o d  fe u d s , w h ic h  
h a d  w a ste d  th e  s tr e n g th  o f  m a n y  c la n s  
a n d  fa m ilie s , ea rly  rece iv ed  th e  a tte n tio n  
o f  th e  c o u n c ils . T h e  v a lu e  o f  a h u m a n  
l i f e  w a s f ix e d  in  te rm s  o f  s tr in g s  o f  
w a m p u m , a n d  th e  l i f e  o f  a w o m a n  w as 
v a lu ed  a t  tw ice  th a t o f  a  m a n . A s  th e  
su p p ly  o f  w a m p u m  w as l im ite d  th e  p e n  
a lty  w a s h e a v ie r  th a n  m ig h t  a t f ir s t  be 
im a g in e d . M a n s la u g h te r  w a s ca re fu lly  
d is tin g u is h e d  f r o m  m u rd e r , a n d  th e  e a t  
in g  o f  h u m a n  fle sh  w as fo rb id d e n  by  la w .

T h e  so cia l s tru c tu re  o f  th e  Iro q u o is  
w a s m a tr ia r c h a l . A ll  la n d s  an d  h o u ses 
b e lo n g e d  so le ly  to  th e  w o m e n . T h e  
c h ie fs  w e re  se le c te d , e le c te d , a n d  m a in  
ta in e d  in  office  o n ly  w ith  th e  c o n se n t o f  
th e  m a tr o n s  o f  th e  g ro u p . A lth o u g h  
th e y  h ad  su c h  an  im p o rta n t  p la ce  in  th e  
p o lit ic a l l i f e  o f  th e ir  tr ib e s  th e re  is n o  
re co rd  th a t  th e  w o m e n  e v e r  a tte m p te d  to  
e x p lo it  th e ir  a u th o r ity  o r  u su rp  th e  p re  
ro g a tiv e s  o f  th e  m e n . T h e y  sa t in  th e  
c o u n c ils , o r  sen t re p re se n ta tiv e s , a n d  f r e  
q u e n tly  w e re  co n su lte d  in  m a tte rs  re  
q u ir in g  u n u su a l w isd o m  o r  e x p e r ie n c e , 
b u t th e y  re ta in e d  th e ir  w o m a n ly  g ra c e s , 
h a v in g  n o  in c l in a t io n  to  e m b a rk  on  
c a re e rs  o u ts id e  o f  th e  h o m e . D e s c e n t  
w as tra ce d  th ro u g h  th e  w o m a n ’s sid e  o f  
th e  fa m ily .

T h e  p o lit ic a l  fo rm  o f  th e  le a g u e  w as 
a n  e x te n s io n  o f  a t ra d it io n a l p a tte rn  a l 
re a d y  f u n c t io n in g  w ith in  th e  sep a ra te  
tr ib e s . T h e  b a s ic  u n it  o f  A m e r in d ic  
so c ie ty  w as th e  brood family, co m p o se d  
o f  “ th e  p ro g e n y  o f  a  w o m a n  a n d  h e r  
fe m a le  d e sc e n d a n ts , c o u n t in g  th ro u g h  
th e  fe m a le  lin e  o n ly .” A  ty p ic a l c la n  
co n sis te d  o f  sev e ra l b ro o d  fa m ilie s , ea ch  
h e ad ed  by  its  o ld e st  w o m a n . I t  w a s th e 
r ig h t  o f  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  c la n  to  e le c t  
a c h ie f  a n d  a s u b c h ie f . T h e  L e a g u e  
c le a r ly  d e lin e a te d  th e  p r iv ile g e s  o f  th e  
c la n s  u n d e r  a serie s  o f  a r t ic le s .

E a c h  o f  th e  F iv e  ( la t e r  S i x )  N a tio n s  
o f  th e  Ir o q u o is  L e a g u e  w as m a d e  u p  o f  
fro m  th re e  to  fo u r te e n  c la n s , b o u n d  to  
g e th e r  p h y s ica lly  a n d  m e ta p h y s ic a lly  in to  
a  b o d y  p o lit ic , so cia l an d  s p ir itu a l. T h e  
n e x t  lo g ic a l  step  w a s th e  in te r tr ib a l u n  
io n . T o  a c c o m p lis h  th is  e a c h  tr ib e  s a c r i  
ficed  a p a rt  o f  its  o w n  a u to n o m y . B y  th is  
v o lu n ta ry  re l in q u is h m e n t  o f  se p a ra te  so v  
e r e ig n ty  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  c o lle c tiv e  se cu rity  
th e  le a g u e  w a s m a d e  p o ssib le . I t  is said  
th a t  W o o d r o w  W ils o n  w a s  in s p ire d  in  
th e  d e s ig n in g  o f  h is  L e a g u e  o f  N a tio n s  
by th e  I r o q u o is  C o n fe d e r a tio n . W h a t  
W ils o n  fa ile d  to  re a liz e  w as th a t th e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  tr ib e s  p ossessed  on e 
s im p le  v ir tu e  m is s in g  f r o m  th e  p o lit ic a l 
p sy ch o lo g y  o f  th e  so -ca lled  c iv iliz e d  n a  
t io n s . T h a t  s im p le  v ir tu e  w a s in te g r ity ; 
b e ca u se  o f  it th e  I r o q u o is  L e a g u e  su c  
ce e d e d ; f o r  la c k  o f  it th e  W ils o n ia n  
L e a g u e  fa ile d . A n d  th e  d e fic ie n c y  n o t
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h a v in g  b e e n  re m e d ie d  th e  p re se n t U n ite d  
N a tio n s  O r g a n iz a t io n  is in  d esp era te  
s tra its .

M o d e rn  c r it ic s  m a y  p o in t o u t  th a t  th e  
A m e r in d io  C o n fe d e r a tio n  w a s co m p o se d  
o f  u n le tte re d  a b o r ig in e s , a n d  th e  issu es 
in v o lv ed  w e re  in  n o  w a y  c o m p a r a b le  to 
th e  d ifficu lties  c o n fr o n t in g  th e  p e a ce  
m a k e r  o f  to d a y . T h i s  is fa u lty  re a so n  
in g , fo r  th e  m e a su re  o f  a n  a c c o m p lis h  
m e n t  m u s t  be e s tim a te d  in  te rm s  o f  t im e , 
p la c e , an d  c o n d it io n . I f  o u r  p ro b le m  is 
g re a te r , so a re  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  w h ic h  w e 
b r in g  to  th e  so lu t io n . T h e  fa c t  is th a t 
th e n a t io n s  o f  to d ay  are  n o t  in terested  in  
c o lle c tiv e  se cu rity  i f  it  m e a n s  th e  c u r ta i l  
m e n t  o f  a m b itio n s , th e  sa cr ifice s  o f  an y  
d eg rees  o f  s o v e re ig n ty , o r th e  re s tr ic tio n  
o f  ch e rish e d  p ro g ra m s  o f  e x p a n s io n  an d  
e x p lo ita t io n . U n lik e  th e  In d ia n , w e a re  
n o t su ffic ien tly  c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  a d v a n  
tag es o f  p ea ce  to  b e  w ill in g  to  g iv e  u p  
th e  n a t io n a l p r iv ile g e  o f m a k in g  w a r .

In  168 4  th e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n o r  o f  C a n a  
da raised  a n  a rm y  o f  1 ,7 0 0  m e n  to  c ru sh  
th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  F iv e  N a t io n s  b e cau se  
th e  Ir o q u o is  w e re  in te r fe r in g  w ith  th e  
F r e n c h  tra d e rs . T h e  S e n e ca s  d efen d ed  
th e ir  co u rse  o f  a c t io n  o n  th e  g ro u n d s  
th a t th e  F r e n c h  w e re  se ll in g  a rm s  an d  
a m m u n it io n  to  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  C o n  
fe d e r a tio n . In  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  g o v  
e r n o r ’s “ m ig h ty  p re p a ra t io n s ” a serio u s 
e p id e m ic  b r o k e  o u t a m o n g  h is  so ld iers  
an d  h e w a s fo rce d  to  g iv e  u p  th e  e x p e d i 
t io n .

G o v e r n o r  d e la  B a r r e  th e n  d ecid ed  to 
cro ss  L a k e  O n ta r io  a n d  a t te m p t  to  b lu ff  
th e  In d ia n  c h ie fs  w ith  th re a ts  o f  w a r. 
T h e  p rin c ip a l re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e  F iv e  
N a tio n s  a t  th is  c o u n c il  w a s th e  w ise  
old  O n o n d a g a  c h ie f ta in  G r a n g u la . A f te r  
l is te n in g  p a tie n tly  to th e  b lu s te r in g  o f 
th e  g o v e r n o r  th e  c h ie f  re m a rk e d  q u ie tly  
th a t  th e  Ir o q u o is  w o u ld  tra d e  w ith  th e 
F r e n c h  o r  E n g l is h  as th ey  ch o se , an d  
w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  re g a rd  as e n e m ie s  all 
tra d e rs  w h o  ra n  g u n s  th ro u g h  th e ir  te r  
r ito ry  to su p p ly  th e  M ia m i, I l l in o is , 
S h a w n e e  a n d  o th e r  tr ib e s  w h ic h  w ere  
a t ta c k in g  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  L e a g u e .

G r a n g u la ’s sp e e ch  o n  th is  o cca s io n  
w a s  a m a ste rp ie ce  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  d on e 
c re d it  to a R o m a n  se n a to r . H e  re  
m in d e d  M . de la  B a r r e  th a t  th e  F r e n c h
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w o u ld  a lre a d y  b e  in v a d in g  th e  d o m a in s  
o f  th e  F iv e  N a tio n s  h a d  n o t s ick n e ss  
m a d e  th e  u n d e r ta k in g  im p o ss ib le . H e  
a lso  p o in te d  o u t  th a t th e  tr ib e s  o f  th e  
L e a g u e  h ad  b u rie d  th e  h a tc h e t  a t  C a d a - 
r a c k u i in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  p re v io u s 
F r e n c h  g o v e r n o r . In  th e  fo r t  a t  th a t 
p lace  th ey  h ad  p la n te d  th e  T r e e  o f  P e a c e . 
I t  w a s u n d e rsto o d  a t th a t  c e r e m o n y  th a t 
th e  fo r t  sh o u ld  b e  a g a th e r in g  p la ce  fo r  
p e a ce fu l m e rc h a n ts  a n d  tra d e rs .

“ T a k e  c a r e  o f  th e  fu tu r e ” , w a rn e d  
G r a n g u la , “ th a t  so g re a t  a n u m b e r  o f  
so ld iers  as a p p e a r  th e re  do n o t c h o k e  th e  
T r e e  o f  P e a c e  p lan ted  in  so sm a ll a fo r t . 
I t  w o u ld  b e  a g r e a t  lo ss , i f ,  a f te r  it had  
so  e a s ily  ta k e n  ro o t, you  sh o u ld  s to p  its  
g r o w th , an d  p re v e n t it  c o v e r in g  y o u r 
c o u n try  an d  o u rs  w ith  its  b r a n c h e s .” 
T h e  c h ie f  a ssu re d  th e  g o v e r n o r , in  th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  F iv e  N a t io n s , th a t  th e  sp ir it  
an d  le tte r  o f  th e  tre a ty  w o u ld  be p re  
serv ed  u n le ss  th e  F r e n c h  o r  E n g l is h  e n  
d eav o red  to  in v a d e  th e  c o u n try  w h ich  
th e  G r e a t  S p ir it  h ad  g iv e n  to  h is  a n  
ce s to rs . G r a n g u la  th e n  p re se n te d  tw o 
b e lts  o f  w a m p u m , th e  f ir s t  as te s tim o n y  
to  h is  w o rd s , a n d  th e  secon d  to  prove 
th a t  h e sp o k e  w ith  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  
F iv e  N a tio n s .

T h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n o r , fu lly  a w a re  th a t 
h e w a s n o  m a tc h  fo r  th e  o ld  c h ie f ta in , 
re tire d  fro m  th e  test o f  d ip lo m a tic  sk ill  
w ith  as m u c h  d ig n ity  as h e  c o u ld  m u ste r . 
H e  h a s te n e d  b a c k  to  M o n tre a l to  m e d i 
ta te  u p o n  th e  in g lo r io u s  o u tc o m e  o f  h is  
w e ll- la id  p la n s . G r a n g u la  w a s a  p e r fe c t  
h o st to  th e  la s t . H e  tre a te d  th e  F r e n c h  
w ith  th e  u tm o s t  co u rte sy , fe a ste d  th e m  
w ith  th e  b est th a t h is  c o u n try  co u ld  a f  
fo rd , a n d  w ish e d  th e m  G o d sp e e d  o n  
th e ir  jo u r n e y  h o m e .

T h e  T r e e  o f  P e a ce  m e n tio n e d  b y  G r a n  
g u la  w a s a n  im p o rta n t  sy m b o l in  th e  
p o lit ic a l m e ta p h y s ic s  o f  th e  Iro q u o is  
L e a g u e . H e w it t  g iv e s  a n  in sp ire d  d e 
sc r ip tio n  o f  th is  tre e . “ In  e u lo g iz in g  
th e ir  co m p le te d  la b o rs  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f 
th e  L e a g u e  re p re se n te d  a n d  d escrib ed  it 
as a G r e a t  H u m a n  T r e e  o f  F le s h  a n d  
B lo o d , n o ted  f o r  s iz e  a n d  le n g th  o f  le a f, 
w h ic h  w a s also  re p re se n te d  as b e in g  set 
u p  o n  a g re a t  w h ite  m a t, th a t is to  say, 
o n  a  b ro a d  fo u n d a t io n  o f  p e a ce , an d  
w h o se  to p  p ierced  th e  v is ib le  s k y ; it w as
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c o n ce iv e d  as h a v in g  fo u r  g re a t  w h ite  
ro o ts  co m p o sed  o f  l iv in g  m e n  an d  
w o m e n , e x te n d in g  re s p e ctiv e ly  e a s tw a rd , 
so u th w a rd , w e s tw a rd , a n d  n o r th w a rd , 
a m o n g  th e  tr ib e s  o f  m e n  w h o  w e re  
u r g e n tly  in v ite d  to  u n ite  w ith  th e  L e a g u e  
b y  la y in g  th e ir  h e a d s o n  th e  g r e a t  w h ite  
ro o t  n e a re s t  to  th e m . I t  w a s fu r th e r  d e  
c la re d  th a t  s h o u ld  so m e  e n e m y  o f  th is  
g r e a t  tre e  o f  flesh  a n d  b lo o d  a p p ro a ch  
it  a n d  sh o u ld  d riv e  h is  h a tc h e t  in to  o n e  
o f  its  ro o ts , b lo o d  in d e e d  w o u ld  flow  
f r o m  th e  w o u n d , b u t  it  w a s  sa id  fu r th e r  
t h a t  th is  s tra n g e  tre e  th r o u g h  its  o re n d a  
w o u ld  ca u se  th e  a ss a ila n t  to  v o m it  b lo o d  
b e fo re  h e  co u ld  escap e  v ery  f a r .  In  c e r  
ta in  la w s th e  F e d e r a l  C h ie fs  a re  d e n o m  
in a te d  s ta n d in g  tre e s , w h o  as e ss e n tia l 
c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  G r e a t  T r e e  o f  th e  
L e a g u e  a re  a b so rb e d  in  i t ,  sy m b o lica lly , 
a n d  w h o  a re  th u s  sa id  to  h av e  o n e  h e a d , 
o n e  h e a r t , o n e  m in d , o n e  b lo o d , a n d  o n e  
d is h  o f  fo o d .”  S e e  Some Esoteric Aspects 
of the League of the Iroquois.

T r e e s  p lay  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a rt  in  th e  
s y m b o lism  o f  m o s t  a n c ie n t  ra ce s . T h e  
c a b a lis t ic  tre e s  t h a t  g re w  in  th e  G a r d e n  
o f  E d e n , th e  c e le b r a te d  c e d a rs  o f  L e b a  
n o n , a n d  th e  tre e  o f  R e v e la t io n  th a t  
g r e w  tw e lv e  m a n n e r  o f  f r u it ,  a re  fa m il ia r  
to  a ll s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  B ib le . T h e s e  trees 
a r e  n o t  to  b e  ta k e n  lite r a lly , as m a y  b e  
in fe r r e d  fro m  th e  th o u g h tfu l  r e a d in g  o f  
E z e k ie l ,  fo r  th e  p ro p h e t s a id ; “ B e h o ld , 
th e  A ss y r ia n  w a s  a  c e d a r  in  L e b a n o n .” 
T h e  Koran d e scrib e s  th e  m y s tica l tree  
A b a b a l ,  th e  fa th e r  tre e  th a t  se n d s o u t 
n e w  le a v e s  a n d  b r a n c h e s  e a c h  t im e  th e  
p h o e n ix  is  re b o r n . A n c ie n t  B a b y lo n ia n  
c y lin d e rs  a r e  in s c r ib e d  w ith  th e  fo rm  
o f  th e  sacred  tre e  h a v in g  sev e n  b u d s 
o r  flo w e rs , a n d  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  N o r s e  
m e n  w a s su p p o rte d  in  th e  b r a n c h e s  o f  
th e  g r e a t  tre e  Y g g d r a s i l l .  I t  is o n ly  
n a tu r a l , th e r e fo r e , th a t  th is  sy m b o l o f  
g e n e r a t io n , g r o w th , o r g a n iz a t io n , a n d  th e  
p o w e r  o f  h e ro e s , so  d eep ly  ro o te d  in  th e  
h u m a n  su b co n s c io u s , sh o u ld  f in d  its  w a y  
in to  th e  c o sm o g o n y  a n d  so c io lo g y  o f  th e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s .

T h e  M o h a w k s  b e lie v e d  in  a h e a v e n ly  
tre e  co v ered  w ith  ra d ia n t  b lo sso m s th a t  
l ig h te d  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  sk y  w o rld . 
A n o th e r  t r ib e  h e ld  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  
H e a v e n ly  S w e a t  L o d g e  w a s m a d e  o f  c e l  

e s tia l o a k  tre e s  b o u n d  to g e th e r  w ith  g a r  
la n d s  o f  flo w ers. S t i l l  a n o th e r  g ro u p  re  
g a rd e d  th e  M ilk y  W a y  as th e  t r u n k  o f 
a  d iv in e  tre e . M a n y  o f  th e  s o u th w e ste rn  
In d ia n s  e x p la in  th e  g e n e s is  o f  th e ir  
tr ib e s  w ith  le g e n d s  a b o u t  p la n ts  th a t 
g r e w  by  m a g ic . M e n  liv e d  f ir s t  in  a n  
u n d e rw o rld  f r o m  w h ic h  th e y  e m e rg e d  
o n  reed s, su n flo w e rs , o r  c o rn s ta lk s . O f te n  
th e se  p la n ts  sav ed  th e  f ir s t  h u m a n  b e in g s  
f r o m  d e s tru c t io n  b y  flo od . C h a r le s  F le t c h  
e r  L u m m is  say s th a t  m e d ic in e  p riests  
o f  th e  N a v a h o  a re  a b le  to  g r o w  co rn  
m ir a c u lo u s ly , in  th e  sa m e  w a y  th a t  th e  
E a s t  In d ia n  m a g ic ia n s  g ro w  th e  M a n g o  
tre e . T r a d it io n a l  u se  o f  th e  tre e  in  th e ir  
m y th o lo g y  a n d  le g e n d ry  su p p lie d  th e  
I r o q u o is  w i th  a  f it t in g  sy m b o l f o r  th e ir  
L e a g u e — a  T r e e  o f  P e a c e  g ro w n  b y  th e  
m a g ic  o f  w isd o m  a n d  th e  rite s .

I n  th e  m y s tica l p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  F iv e  
N a t io n s , th e  L e a g u e  w a s n o t s im p ly  a 
p o lit ic a l  s t r u c tu r e ; i t  w a s  a l iv in g  c re a  
tu r e  c o n ju r e d  in to  e x is te n c e  b y  th e  sp ir  
itu a l w ill o f  th e  p eo p le . T h o u g h  in  i t  
se lf  fo rm le ss , it  h a d  p a rts  a n d  m e m b e rs ; 
th o u g h  in v is ib le , i t  h a d  c h a ra c te r , d isp o  
s it io n , a n d  te m p e ra m e n t. I t  w a s th e  c o l 
le c tiv e , h e ro ic  o v e rse lf  w ith in  w h ic h  th e  
in d iv id u a l liv e d  a n d  m o v e d  a n d  h a d  h is  
b e in g . T h i s  g ig a n t ic  a n d ro g y n e  w as 
n o u r is h e d  by  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  m e n  an d  
w o m e n  w h o  c o m p o se d  its  b o d y . I t  h ad  
o n e  m in d  m a d e  u p  o f  a ll  th e  m in d s  o f  
th e  tr ib e s , o n e  h e a r t , th e  su m  o f  a ll  
h e a rts , a n d  o n e  s tr e n g th , th e  s tr e n g th  o f  
a ll  w h o  to ile d  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  
g o o d . E a c h  w a rr io r  d w e lt  w ith in  th e  
L e a g u e , a n d  b y  a m a g ic a l c ir c u m s ta n c e  
th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  L e a g u e  h a d  its  a b o d e  
in  e a ch  o f  th e  w a rr io rs . T h e  L e a g u e  
w a s  a  sp ir it , a n d  n o  m a tte r  h o w  fa r  a 
t r ib e s m a n  m ig h t  jo u r n e y  f r o m  h is  h o m e , 
o r  h o w  w ild  an d  s tra n g e  th e  la n d , th e  
s p ir it  o f  th e  C o d e  w a s b e s id e  h im  a n d  
w ith in  h im , g u id in g  h is  c o n d u c t .

T h e  p r in c ip a l s tro n g h o ld s  o f  th e  C o n  
fe d e r a tio n  w e re  n o t th e  fo r t if ie d  v illa g e s , 
b u t  th e  m in d s  o f  th e  sa ch e m s o f  th e  
tr ib e s . P e a c e , se c u r ity , a n d  h a p p in e ss  b e  
g in  in  th e  m in d . I f  th e  C o d e  o f  R ig h t  
e o u sn e ss  is f ir m ly  e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  
th o u g h ts  o f  m e n  ju s t ic e  w il l  n o t  f a i l  in  
th e  w o r ld . T h e  C o d e  b e g in s  w ith  th e  
in d iv id u a l, th e  p r im a ry  u n it  o f  so c ie ty .
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N o  n a tio n  c a n  b e  b e tte r  th a n  its  p eo p le , 
a n d  i t  is th e  d u ty  o f  th e  c i t iz e n  to  h is  
s ta te  to  p re serv e  th e  h e a lth  o f  h is  m in d . 
S e lf ish n e ss , p rid e , e n v y , g re e d , h a te , a n d  
a n g e r  a re  fo rm s  o f  s ic k n e ss , a n d  i f  p e r  
m itte d  to  sp re a d  th e s e  ev ils  f in a lly  w ill  
c o rru p t  th e  w h o le  n a t io n . T h e  b o n d s  
th a t h o ld  tr ib e s  a n d  s ta te s  to g e th e r  a re  
n o  s tro n g e r  th a n  th e  p e rso n a l tie s  o f  
h o m e , f r ie n d s h ip , a n d  f a ith , b y  w h ic h  
th e  p r iv a te  c i t iz e n s  a r e  u n ite d . A s  lo n g  
as v a rio u s  g ro u p s  m a k in g  u p  a  so c ie ty  
a re  in  c o m p e tit iv e  r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  e a ch  
o th e r  a n d  a re  s tr iv in g  to  su cceed  a t  th e  
ex p e n se  o f  o n e  a n o th e r  th e r e  is l i t t le  h o p e 
fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  n a tio n s . A b  
so lu te  h o n e s ty  is  th e  su re  fo u n d a tio n  o f  
se c u rity  a n d  p ea ce . A  m a n ’s w o rd  m u s t  
n e v er b e  b r o k e n , a n d  h e  m u s t  n o t, u n d e r  
a n y  p ro v o c a tio n , p e r fo rm  a n  a c t io n  d e tr i  
m e n ta l to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

T h e  u n io n  o f  th e  n a t io n s  m u s t  f ir s t  b e  
d isco v e re d  a s  a n  in n e r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  
so u l. O n e  s h o u ld  g o  o u t  in to  th e  n ig h t  
a n d  lis te n  to  th e  v o ice s  th a t  re v e a l th e  
w ay s o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir i t .  B r o th e r h o o d  
is fo u n d  by  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  co n sc io u s  
n e ss ; i t  c a n n o t  b e  ta u g h t  by  w o rd s  a lo n e , 
n o r  ca n  le g is la to rs  d e cre e  th a t  m e n  sh a ll 
k n o w  th is  b lessed  s ta te . T h e  s tre n g th  o f  
u n io n  is  s o m e th in g  a d d ed  to  th e  s tr e n g th  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l. B y  so m e m a g ic  o f  n a  
tu re  e a c h  g a in s  fo r  h im s e lf  by  g iv in g  
s o m e th in g  o f  h im s e lf . T h e  g o o d  o f  a ll 
a c c o m p lish e s  th e  u lt im a te  g o o d  o f  e a c h . 
B u t  th is  u n io n  c a n n o t  b e  d e fe n d e d  m e re  
ly  b y  w o rd s ; i t  is  fo u n d e d  in  d eed s. I f  
m e n  a re  se lf ish  o r  g re e d y  in  th e ir  d e a l 
in g s  w ith  e a ch  o th e r  th e  p o w e r  o f  u n ite d  
e f fo r t  fa d e s  a w a y  l ik e  m is ts  a t  th e  r is in g  
o f  th e  su n . T h e n  e a c h  m a n  is  w e a k  a n d  
a lo n e , a n d  m u st  s tr u g g le  o n  as b e st  h e  c a n .

T h e  L e a g u e  w a s  th e  fa th e r -m o th e r , 
k e p t  s tro n g  by  th e  c e r e m o n ie s , c h a n ts , 
a n d  so n g s . N o b le  th o u g h ts  a re  th in g s  
a liv e  w ith  m y s tic  s t re n g th , a n d  th e  w o rd s 
o f  r itu a l h a v e  a  d e a th le ss  p o w e r  w ith in  
th e m . M a n  is  sh o r t- liv e d , b u t  h is  g lo r i  
o u s  d eed s c o n t in u e  a f te r  h im . T h e  ro o ts  
o f  th e  T r e e  o f  P e a c e  a re  n o u r is h e d  by 
th e  w is d o m  o f  th e  sag es o f  o ld  t im e s , 
a n d  by  th e  h e ro e s  w h o se  d eed s a re  p a rt  
o f  th e  G r e a t  M e m o r y .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  In d ia n  life -w a y  th e  
o ld  rites  m u s t  n e v e r  b e  fo r g o tte n ; th e  o ld

d re a m s  m u s t  n e v e r  fa d e . T r a d it io n s  
m u s t  g o  o n  f r o m  g e n e r a tio n  to  g e n e r a  
t io n . W h o e v e r  re c e iv e s  th e  sto r ie s  a n d  
le g e n d s  in to  h is  h e a r t  sh a re s  in  th e  m y s  
te r io u s , t im e le ss  l ife  o f  th e  o v e rso u l. 
W h e n  m e n  g a th e r  a b o u t  th e  f ir e  in  th e  
lo n g  e v e n in g  le t  th e m  te ll o f  th e  g re a t  
p e a c e m a k e rs , so  th a t  th e  y o u n g  w ill c o m e  
to  lo v e  a n d  a d m ir e  n o b ility  o f  c h a r a c te r ; 
le t  th e r e  b e  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  p ro p h e ts , a n d  
th e  sa g e s , a n d  th o se  w h o  w e re  g r e a t  o f  
v is io n , so  th a t  th e  c h ild re n  w ill  k n o w  
th a t  w isd o m  is  s o m e th in g  m u c h  to  b e  
d e s ire d . In  th is  w a y  th e  l i f e  o f  g o o d  
th in g s  g ro w s  s tro n g , an d  th e  T r e e  o f  
P e a c e  w ill  sp re a d  its  b r a n c h e s  o v e r  a ll 
th e  w o rld .

T h e  o r g a n ic  u n ity  o f  th e  tr ib e s  w as 
a lso  th e  so u rc e  o f  f e r t i l i ty . T h e  u n io n  o f  
th e  tw o  fe m a le  a n d  th re e  m a le  n a tio n s  
o f  th e  L e a g u e  w a s p ro c re a t iv e  in  ev ery  
d e p a r tm e n t  o f  h u m a n  l ife . I f  f o r  a n y  
reaso n  th e  se x u a l b a la n c e  o f  th e  c o m  
p o s ite  t r ib a l a n d r o g y n e  w a s  d is tu rb e d  a 
c o n d it io n  o f  s te r ility  w a s c e r ta in  to  re s u lt . 
A t  th e  s l ig h te s t  s ig n  o f  d is u n ity  c e re  
m o n ie s  w e re  p e r fo rm e d  to  re s to re  th e  
“ h e a lth ”  o f  th e  C o n fe d e r a t io n  e n tity . 
T h e  s ick n e ss  o f  d iv is io n  w o u ld  a ffe c t  f ir s t  
th e  su b tle  a n d  a b s tr a c t  b o n d s  w h ic h  
h e ld  th e  tr ib e s . S h o u ld  th e  b a la n c e  n o t 
b e  re s to re d  im m e d ia te ly  a ll th e  so c ia l in  
s t itu tio n s  w o u ld  co lla p s e , a n d  f in a lly  th e  
n a t io n s  th e m se lv e s  w o u ld  b e c o m e  e x t in c t .

T h e  e n tity  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  Ir o q u o is  
L e a g u e  h a d  so m e  p o in t  o f  s im ila r ity  to  
th e  ra c ia l, n a t io n a l , a n d  c o m m u n ity  d e i 
tie s  w o rs h ip e d  by  th e  E g y p t ia n s , G r e e k s , 
a n d  R o m a n s , b u t  th e r e  w e re  c e r ta in  s ig  
n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s . F o r  e x a m p le , th e  
g o d s  v e n e ra te d  in  th e  o ld  w o rld  a cce p te d  
th e  o ffe r in g s  o f  th e ir  p e o p les  a n d  re  
w a rd e d  o r p u n ish e d  a c c o r d in g  to  m o o d  
a n d  p le a su re . T h e s e  g o d s  w e re  c re a to rs  
o f  m e n , b u t  th e  L e a g u e  s p ir it  w a s  a 
d iv in e  b e in g  created by men, preserved 
by men, and doomed to die if men failed.

E v e n  m o re  r e m a r k a b le  w a s th e  In d ia n  
c o n c e p t  o f  in c lu s iv e n e s s . M o st  o f  th e  
o ld  g o d s o f  E u r o p e  a n d  th e  N e a r  E a s t  
w e re  m o ld e d  in  a  p a tte rn  o f  e x c lu s iv e  
n e ss . E a c h  p o lit ic a l, ra c ia l , a n d  so c ia l 
g ro u p  h a d  its  o w n  p e cu lia r  d e it ie s , an d  
w h e n  n a tio n s  fo u g h t  u p o n  th e  e a r th  
th e ir  g o d s b a tt le d  in  th e  sk y  a b o v e . T h e
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I r o q u o is  L e a g u e  e n tity  g re w  in  s ta tu re  
as n e w  tr ib e s  jo in e d  th e  C o n fe d e r a tio n . 
T h e y  w e re  all its  c h ild r e n , an d  it  co u ld  
in c lu d e  th e  w h o le  w o rld  w ith in  its  p ro  
te c t in g  co n sc io u sn e ss . S tr a n g e ly  e n o u g h , 
th e  L e a g u e  s p ir it  n e v e r  w a s  a c tu a lly  th e  
o lo g iz e d . N e w  tr ib e s  c o m in g  in  w e re  
n o t  ex p e cte d  to  c h a n g e  th e ir  re lig io u s  b e  
l ie fs  o r  c o n fo r m  to  th e  c u lts  o f  d o m in a n t  
m e m b e r  n a t io n s . T h e  re lig io n s , c u s to m s , 
a n d  tra d it io n s  o f  e a c h  g ro u p  w e re  s in  
ce re ly  resp ected  by th e  o th e r  g ro u p s . In  
th e  Ir o q u o is  C o n fe d e r a tio n  th e re  w a s real 
re lig io u s  to le ra n c e  su ch  as E u ro p e a n  c iv i  
l iz a t io n  h as n e v e r  k n o w n .

H e r b e r t  R a v e n e l S a ss  p ay s th e  fo l lo w  
in g  t ib u te  to  th e  I ro q u o is  C o d e : “T h e  
a s to n is h in g  th in g  a b o u t it w a s its  p u r 
p o se . ‘T h e  u n d e r ly in g  m o tiv e ,’ says J . 
N . B . H e w it t  o f  th e  B u re a u  o f  A m e r ic a n  
E th n o lo g y , ‘w a s to  secu re  u n iv e rsa l p eace  
a n d  w e lfa re  a m o n g  m e n  by  th e  re c o g n i 
t io n  an d  e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  th e  fo rm s  o f 
c iv il g o v e r n m e n t .’ T o  th is  g re a t en d  
H ia w a th a  p la n n e d  w ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  
w is d o m , an d  th e  sy stem  w h ic h  h e d e  
v ised  is d escrib ed  by  D .  G .  B r in to n , a 
fo re m o s t  a u th o r ity  o n  In d ia n  h is to ry , as 
‘o n e  o f  th e  m o st fa r -s ig h te d , an d  in  its 
a im  b e n e fic e n t , w h ic h  a n y  s ta te sm a n  h as 
e v e r  d ev ised  fo r  m a n .’ I t  w a s to  b e , 
say s H o r a t io  H a le  in  h is  s tu d y  o f  th e  
I r o q u o is ,  ‘n o t a lo o se  an d  tra n s ito ry  
le a g u e , b u t  a p e r m a n e n t  g o v e r n m e n t. 
W h i le  e a ch  n a tio n  w as to  re ta in  its  o w n  
c o u n c il  an d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  loca l a ffa irs , 
th e  g e n e ra l c o n tro l w a s to  b e  lod g ed  in 
a fe d e r a l se n a te  co m p o se d  o f  re p re se n ta  
tiv e s  to  be e le c te d  by  e a ch  n a t i o n . . .  
S t i l l  fu r th e r , a n d  m o re  r e m a rk a b le , th e  
fe d e r a tio n  w a s n o t  to  b e  a lim ite d  o n e . 
I t  w as to  be in d e fin ite ly  e x p a n s ib le . 
T h e  av o w ed  d e s ig n  o f  its  p u rp o se  w a s to  
a b o lis h  w a r  a lto g e th e r ’ S e e  Hear Me, 
My Chiefs!

I t  is n o w  w id e ly  b e liev ed  th a t  th e  I r o  
q u o is  L e a g u e  w o u ld  h av e su cceed ed  in 
m o s t  o f  its a im s  an d  p u rp o ses h ad  it n o t 
b e e n  fo r  th e  a rr iv a l o f  a  stead y  s tre a m  
o f  E u ro p e a n  n e u ro tic s . T h e s e  co lo n is ts , 
th e m se lv e s  th e  v ic t im s  o f  c e n tu r ie s  o f  
b e n ig h te d  c o n d it io n in g , had  lit t le  a p p re  
c ia t io n  fo r  th e  b a s ic  v ir tu e s  o f  In d ia n  
c h a r a c te r . G ra d u a lly  th e  Iro q u o is  n a  
t io n s  w ere  fo rce d  in to  th e  v ery  p re d ic a  

m e n t  th ey  w e re  t ry in g  so d esp e ra te ly  to  
a v o id — a s ta te  o f  w a r .

T h e  c o u n c ils  m a d e  tre a ty  a f te r  trea ty  
w ith  th e  e a rly  se tt le rs , b u t  in  m o st  in  
s ta n ce s— th e  Q u a k e r s  w e re  a h a p p y  e x c e p  
tio n — th e  tre a tie s  w e re  b r o k e n  by  th e  
w h ite s  th e  m o m e n t  th e y  co u ld  g a in  an  
a d v a n ta g e  by  so -d o in g . I f  th e  In d ia n s  
tr ie d  to  d e fe n d  th e ir  h o m e s o r  th e ir  la n d s 
th e y  w e re  ca lled  sa v a g es . T h e  m e m b e rs  
o f  p e a ce fu l tr ib e s  w e re  so ld  in to  s la v ery , 
th e ir  v illa g e s  w e re  a tta c k e d  a n d  d e  
stro y ed  w ith o u t  w a r n in g  o r  p ro v o c a tio n , 
th e ir  m e sse n g e rs  to r tu re d  w h ile  t r a v e lin g  
u n d e r  a flag  o f  tru c e , an d  th e ir  w o m e n  
an d  c h ild re n  m u rd e re d  an d  d is h o n o re d .

A lth o u g h  th e  w ise r  h e ad s co u n se led  
p e a ce , th e  w a rr io rs  co u ld  n o t b e  h eld  in  
c h e c k  in d e fin ite ly . T h e r e  w e re  n o  
c o u r ts  o f  a p p e a l w h e re  th e  p ro b le m s 
co u ld  b e  a r b itr a te d . In d ia n s  w e re  n o t 
p e rm itte d  an y  re d re ss  u n d e r  w h ite  law . 
T h e y  o ffe re d  to  p re se n t th e ir  c o m p la in ts  
to  a p ro p e rly  a sse m b le d  b o d y , b u t  e v e n  
th is  w a s fla tly  re fu s e d . T o  m a n y  o f  th e  
se ttle rs  th e  In d ia n  h ad  n o  m o re  r ig h ts  
th a n  a w ild  a n im a l. S o  a t  la s t th e  tr ib e s  
to o k  th e  w a r r io r ’s p a th  an d  th e  n a tio n s  
fa d e d  a w a y , o n e  by o n e . T h u s  th e  I r o  
q u o is  L e a g u e  o f  P e a c e  m e t th e  fa te  o f  
ev e ry  o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  fo rm e d  
so fa r  in  th e  w o rld  to  e n d  th e  h o rro r  
o f  w a r . T r e a t ie s  a re  scra p s o f  p ap er, 
co d es a re  m e a n in g le ss  a n d  w o rth le s s , a n d  
w o rld  co u rts  a re  e m p ty  n a m e s  w h e n e v e r  
ru th le ss  n a t io n s  b e lie v e  th a t  th ey  a re  
s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  b r e a k  th e  p e a ce  a n d  
e x te n d  th e ir  sp h e re  o f  d o m in io n  o v e r 
w e a k e r  p eo p les. T h e  e ld e r  s ta te sm e n  o f  
th e  Ir o q u o is  N a t io n s  d id  n o t f a i l ,  b u t  a 
w o rld  o f  c iv iliz e d  a n d  se lfish  s ta te s  fa ile d  
to  k e e p  fa ith  w ith  a d re a m  th a t  w a s b e  
y on d  th e ir  c o m p r e h e n s io n .

T H E  O R E N D A

O f  th e  s ix  fu n d a m e n ta l d o c tr in e s  o f  
th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  I r o q u o is , th a t  w h ic h  
re la te s  to  th e  o re n d a  is th e  m o st d ifficu lt 
to  p ro p e rly  d e sc r ib e . B e fo r e  a t te m p tin g  
to  d iscu ss  th is  c u r io u s  te r m  it  w ill be  
p ro fita b le  to  d e fin e  th e  w o rd  its e lf , as  it 
d oes n o t a p p e a r  in m o st E n g l is h  d ic t io n  
a rie s . T h e  Forty-Third Annual Report 
of the Bureau of American Ethnology,
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a r t ic le ,Iroquoian Cosmology, p . 6 0 8 , g iv es  
th e fo llo w in g  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  w o rd :

“ O re n d a . T h e  I ro q u o is  n a m e  o f  th e  
f ic tiv e  fo r c e , p r in c ip le , o r  m a g ic  p o w e r 
w h ic h  w a s a ssu m ed  by th e  in c h o a te  reas 
o n in g  o f  p r im itiv e  m a n  to  b e  in h e re n t  in  
every  bo d y  an d  b e in g  o f  n a tu re  an d  in  
every  p erso n ified  a t tr ib u te , p ro p e rty , o r 
a c tiv ity , b e lo n g in g  to  e a c h  o f  th e se  an d  
co n ce iv ed  to  b e  th e  a c tiv e  ca u se  or fo rc e , 
o r d y n a m ic  e n e rg y , in v o lv ed  in  ev ery  
o p e ra tio n  o r  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  n a tu re , in  
an y  m a n n e r  a f fe c t in g  o r c o n tr o llin g  th e  
w e lfa re  o f  m a n . T h i s  h y p o th e tic  p r in  
c ip le  w a s co n ce iv e d  to  be im m a te r ia l, 
o c cu lt , im p e rso n a l, m y s te r io u s  in  m o d e 
o f  a c t io n , lim ite d  in  fu n c tio n  a n d  effi 
c ie n c y , a n d  n o t a t  a ll o m n ip o te n t , loca l 
and n o t o m n ip r e s e n t, an d  e v e r  em b o d ie d  
o r  im m a n e n t  in  so m e o b je c t , a lth o u g h  
it w as b e liev ed  th a t  it co u ld  be tra n s  
fe rre d , a t tr a c te d , a c q u ire d , in cre a se d , su p  
p ressed , o r e n th ra lle d  by  th e  o r e n d a  o f  
o ccu lt  r itu a lis t ic  fo rm u la s  e n d o w e d  w ith  
m o re  p o te n c y .”

T h e  d e fin it io n  g iv e n  in  th e  Handbook 
of American Indians ed ited  by F r e d e r ic k  
W e b b  H o d g e  is  id e n tica l w ith  th e  ab o v e  
e x ce p t th a t  w o rd s  o f  p a ra lle l m e a n in g  
fro m  o th e r  In d ia n  la n g u a g e s  are  in  
c lu d ed . T h e  re a d e r is w a rn e d  th a t  
‘T h o s e  w h o  in te rp r e t  th ese  te rm s  as d en o- 
rive s im p ly  o f  w h a t  is exp ressed  by  th e  
E n g lis h  w o rd s  ‘m y s te ry ’, ‘ im m o r ta l ’, 
‘m a g ic ’ , ‘so rce ry ’, o r  ‘w o n d e r fu l’, fa il  to  
a p p re c ia te  th e  tru e  n a tu re  an d  fu n c t io n s  
o f  th e  a ssu m ed  p o w e r d e n o te d  b y  th ese  
te rm s  as co n ce iv e d  by th e  In d ia n s  w h o  
d evised  th ese  te r m s .”

In  h is  Foreword to  F r a n k  H a m il to n  
C u s h in g ’s Z uni Fol\ Tales, M a jo r  J .  W . 
P o w e ll, D ir e c to r  o f  th e  S m ith s o n ia n  I n  
s t itu tio n , g iv e s  a b r ie f  d e sc r ip t io n  o f  
o re n d a . “T h e  th e a tre  o f  th e  w o r ld ,” 
h e w rite s , “ is  a  th e a tre  o f  n e c ro m a n c y , 
an d  th e  g o d s are  th e  p rim e v a l w o n d e r  
w o rk e r s ; th e  g o d s  still liv e , b u t  th e ir  
d e sce n d a n ts  o f te n  d ie . D e a th  its e lf  is 
th e  resu lt o f  n e c ro m a n c y  p ra c tice d  by 
bad m e n  o r  a n g ry  g o d s . In  ev ery  A m e r  
in d ia n  la n g u a g e  th e re  is a te rm  to  e x  
press th is  m a g ica l p o w er . A m o n g  th e 
Ir o q u o ia n  tr ib e s  it  is ca lle d  orenda; a m o n g  
th e S io u a n  tr ib e s  so m e m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  
it a rc  ca lled  wa\an o r  wa\anda, b u t th e

g e n e r ic  te rm  in  th is  la n g u a g e  is hube. 
A m o n g  th e  S h o s h o n e a n  tr ib e s  it is ca lled  
po\unt. L e t  us b o rro w  o n e  o f  th ese  
te rm s  a n d  ca ll i t  ‘o r e n d a .’ A ll  u n e x  
p la in e d  p h e n o m e n a  a re  a ttr ib u te d  to 
o re n d a . T h u s  th e  v en o m  o f  th e  se rp e n t 
is o re n d a , an d  th is  o re n d a  ca n  pass fro m  
a se rp e n t to  a n  a rr o w  by a n o th e r  e x e r  
c ise  o f  o r e n d a , an d  h e n c e  th e  a rro w  is 
c h a r m e d . . .  T h e  b ird  th a t  s in g s  is u n i  
v ersa lly  h e ld  by tr ib a l m e n  to  be e x e r  
c is in g  its  o r e n d a . A n d  w h e n  h u m a n  b e  
in g s  s in g  th ey  a lso  e x e rc ise  o r e n d a ; h e n c e  
so n g  is a u n iv e rsa l a c c o m p a n im e n t  o f  
A m e r in d ia n  w o r s h ip . . .  A ll d iseases an d  
a ilm e n ts  o f  m a n k in d  a re  a ttr ib u te d  by 
tr ib a l m en  to  o re n d a , an d  a ll m y th o lo g y  
is a th e o ry  o f  m a g ic .”

In  re fe re n c e  to  th e  Ir o q u o is  L e a g u e , 
H e w it t  m e n tio n s  c e r ta in  sp ecia l asp e cts  
o f  o re n d a . “ S o  to  th e  o r e n d a , o r  m a g ic  
p o w er , b e lie v e d  to  e m a n a te  a n d  flow  
fro m  th e  w o rd s, th e  c h a n ts  an d  so n g s , 
an d  th e  a c ts  o f  th is  C o u n c il ,  d id  th e  
s ta te sm e n  an d  th e  a n c ie n ts  o f  th e  I r o  
q u o is  p eo p les lo o k  fo r  th e  c o n se rv a tio n  
o f  th e ir  p o lit ic a l in te g r ity  an d  fo r  th e  
p ro m o tio n  o f  th e ir  w e lfa r e .” H e re  th e  
m y s tic  fo rc e  is re la ted  d ire c tly  to  th e  
la w s fo rm u la te d  an d  e n a cte d  by th e  
sa c h e m s  o f  th e  L e a g u e .

O re n d a  h as c o u n tle ss  asp e cts  an d  m a n i 
fe s ta tio n s , b u t  in  su b s ta n c e  it  is th a t 
sp ir itu a l “ s o m e th in g  in  c o m m o n ” by 
w h ic h  a ll c re a tu re s  a re  b r o u g h t  in to  l ife , 
m a in ta in e d  fo r  th e ir  a p p o in te d  sp an s, 
a n d  fin a lly  rem o v e d  fro m  th is  p h a se  o f  
e x is te n c e . . B e c a u s e  all l iv in g  th in g s  sh a re  
in  th is  u n iv e rsa l v ita lity  it is th e  p ro p er 
sy m b o l o f  th e ir  in te rd e p e n d e n c e . T h e  
In d ia n  b e sto w e d  h is  o w n  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
u p o n  a ll th e  fo rm s  a b o u t h im  an d  th e n  
e x p la in e d  th e  life  in  th o se  fo rm s  in  
te rm s  o f  h is o w n  c o n sc io u sn e ss . W h e n  
th e  In d ia n  w e n t o u t a lo n e  to  p ra c tic e  h is  
v ig ils , a n d  so u g h t  h is  g od  th ro u g h  fa s t  
in g  an d  m e d ita tio n , h e n e v e r  a sk e d  fo r  
a n y  p a r t ic u la r  fa v o r . H e  w a ited  fo r  th e  
sp ir its  to  p o in t th e  w ay  an d  b e sto w  su ch  
g if ts  as h e d ese rv e d . T h e  v o ices  an d  th e 
v is io n s w e re  o r e n d a ; th e r e fo re  it m u st be 
a ssu m ed  th a t  th is  p o w er w as a lso  in te l l i  
g e n t , w ith  a te n d e r  re g a rd  fo r  th e  n eed s 
o f  its  n u m e ro u s  c h ild re n . I n  a s tra n g e  
w ay  o r e n d a  p a r to o k  o f  th e  q u a lit ie s  o f
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co n sc io u sn e ss , in te l lig e n c e , an d  fo rce .
I t  w o u ld  b e  u se fu l to  a c o n s id e ra t io n  

o f  th is  o b scu re  s u b je c t  i f  w e co u ld  re la te  
th e  o re n d a  o f  A m e r in d ia n  re lig io u s  p h i 
lo so p h y  to  so m e  s im ila r  c o n c e p t  in  th e  
e so te r ic  sy stem s o f  E u r o p e , A s ia , o r  
A fr ic a . F iv e  h u n d re d  y ea rs  b e fo r e  C h r is t  
th e  G r e e k  p h ilo so p h e r  P y th a g o ra s  ta u g h t  
t h a t  g e o m e tr ic a l  f ig u re s  h a d  p o w e r to  
h e a l d isea se  a n d  in flu e n ce  th e  m in d s  o f  
a n y  w h o  g a z e d  u p o n  th e m . T h e r e  is n o  
d o u b t  th a t  su ch  a  c o n v ic t io n  m o tiv a te d  
m a n y  o f  th e  in tr ic a te  p a tte rn s  w h ic h  th e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s  w o v e  in to  th e ir  ru g s, 
tra c e d  u p o n  th e ir  p o tte ry , an d  e m p lo y e d  
in  v a rio u s  d e c o ra tiv e  w ay s.

T h e  G r e c ia n s  w e re  co n v e r te d  to  th e ir  
b e lie f  in  “ fo rm s  o f  p o w e r”  b y  th e  E g y p  
t ia n s  w h o  e x h ib ite d  g e o m e tr ic a l  so lid s in - 
t h e ir  te m p le s , d e c la r in g  t h a t  th e se  o rd e r ly  
sh a p e s  c a p tu re d  a n d  d is tr ib u te d  th e  e n e r  
g ie s  o f  c e r ta in  g o d s . T h e  sag es o f  E g y p t  
ta u g h t  t h a t  e v e ry  fo rc e  in  n a tu re  h ad  
fo u r  a ttr ib u te s  p e c u lia r  to  its e lf— a n u m  
b e r , a c o lo r , a so u n d , a n d  a fo r m . I f  a 
th o u g h tfu l  m a n  co n s tru c te d  a d e s ig n , 
co m p o se d  a so n g , o r  in  a n y  w a y  fa s h  
io n e d  a sy m b o l e m b o d y in g  th e  a ttr ib u te s  
o f  a p a r t ic u la r  fo r c e , h e  b o u n d  t h a t  fo rc e  
to  th e  sy m b o l b y  th e  m a g ic  o f  sy m p a th y .

I n  th e  G r e e k  s ta te s  o f  c la ss ica l t im e s  
th e r e  w a s a  sp e c ia l o rd e r  o f  a r c h ite c tu re  
f o r  e a c h  c la ss  o f  d iv in it ie s . B y  b u ild in g  
th e  te m p le s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e so te r ic  fo r  
m u la s  k n o w n  o n ly  to  th e  D io n y s ia n  a r  
t if ic e r s  th e  b u ild in g s  b e c a m e  th e  re c e p  
ta c le s  o f  d iv in e  p re se n c e . T h e s e  a n c ie n ts  
a lso  h a d  a m y s tica l t r a d it io n  a b o u t th e  
su b s ta n c e  o f  b e a u ty  a n d  th e  b e a u t ifu l . 
T o  th e m  a r t  w a s a m e a n s  o f  c a p tu r in g  
th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  b e a u t ifu l  b y  c r e a tin g  
fo r m s  s u ita b le  to  th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  b e a u  
ty . A  s y m m e tr ic a lly  fo rm e d  a n d  e x q u i  
s ite ly  p ro p o r tio n e d  v ase  w a s  o n ly  c la y , 
b u t  th o se  w h o  lo o k e d  u p o n  it  fe lt  as 
th o u g h  th e y  h a d  rece iv ed  s o m e th in g  in to  
th e m se lv e s  th a t  seem ed  to  c o m e  f r o m  th e  
v a se . T h i s  fo rc e  b r o u g h t  w ith  it  p le a  
su re , c o n te n tm e n t  o f  m in d , a n d  a  s p o n  
ta n e o u s  e x p re ss io n  o f  a d m ir a t io n . I t  
m ig h t  e v e n  p a c ify  in o rd in a te  e m o tio n s , 
e n r ic h  th e  sen se  o f  v a lu e s , im p ro v e  c h a r  
a c te r , a n d  re s to re  lo s t c o u ra g e  a n d  c o n  
v ic t io n . C e r ta in ly  it  c o u ld  n o t  be th e  
c la y  a lo n e  th a t  w ro u g h t  th e s e  m ir a c le s ;

it m u st b e  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  sh ap e a n d  
d e s ig n . T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  b u t  o n e  a n s w e r ; 
sh ap es a n d  d e s ig n s  w e re  fo c a l p o in ts  fo r  
so m e k in d  o f  sp ir itu a l e n e rg y .

B y  th e  sa m e  v ir tu e  o f  l ik e  a t tr a c t in g  
lik e , im a g e s  o f  th e  g o d s b e c a m e  e n so u le d  
b y  a  p o w e r  f r o m  th e  g o d s , an d  th is  
m a g ic a l t ie  w a s s tre n g th e n e d  b y  th e  
fa ith  o f  th e  w o rs h ip e r s . I t  w a s a c a r  
d in a l te n e t  o f  a r c h a ic  m a n  t h a t  th e  
d iv in e  b e in g s  a lw a y s  le n t  th e ir  p re se n ce  
to  th e  fo r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  set u p  by  
m e n  o f  g o o d  fa ith .

In  m e d ie v a l E u r o p e a n  w itc h c r a f t  a n d  
so rce ry , sp ir its  an d  d e m o n s w e re  b o u n d  
b y  sp e lls  a n d  e n c h a n tm e n ts . N o  c re a  
tu re  o f  th e  in v is ib le  w o rld s  c o u ld  re fu se  
to  o b e y  th e  m a g ic ia n  w h o  p o ssessed  its  
se c re t  n a m e  a n d  seal a n d  d e m a n d e d  its 
p re se n ce  w ith  p ro p e r r ite s  a n d  in c a n ta  
t io n s . T h e  p o w e r o f  sy m p a th y  th a t  
b o u n d  sp ir its  to  th e ir  s ig n a tu re s , g o d s  to  
th e ir  s ta tu e s , g o d lin g s  to  th e ir  m a s k s , a n d  
w a n d e r in g  g h o s ts  to  th e  a b o d e s  o f  th e  
l iv in g , seem s to  b e  th e  sa m e  m y ste r io u s  
a g e n c y  th a t  th e  A m e r in d s  c a lle d  o re n d a . 
T h e  v ir tu e  a t tr ib u te d  to  h o ly  re lic s , th e  
p o w e r o f  ta lis m a n s , a n d  th e  g o o d  a n d  
ill lu c k  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o m m o n  o b je c ts , 
a re  a ll  a sp e cts  o f  th is  o c c u lt , sy m p a th e tic  
e n e rg y .

In  a  b r ie f  p a p e r , Outlines of the Philos 
ophy of the North American Indians 
M a jo r  J .  W .  P o w e ll  d ev o tes a fe w  lin e s  
to  amuletism. H e  sa y s : “ I n  so m e  e c s ta tic  
s ta te , o r  in some d re a m , o r  in  so m e  o th e r  
m y s te r io u s  m a n n e r , e v e ry  In d ia n  fin d s 
a n  a m u le t— a c u r io u s  p e b b le , a b o n e , a 
c la w , a  k n o t  o f  h a ir ,  w h ic h  h e  k e e p s  o n  
h is  p e rso n  to  b r in g  h im  g o o d  fo r tu n e , 
o r  to  k e e p  a w a y  d ise a se — d e v ils .”  T h is  
s ta te m e n t c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  a c  
c o u n ts  o f  a v ia to rs  in  b o th  th e  f ir s t  a n d  
seco n d  w o rld  w a rs . M a n y , p ro b a b ly  
m o st, o f  th e s e  m o d e rn  y o u n g  m e n , w ell 
a b o v e  th e  a v e ra g e  in  e d u c a t io n , ca rr ie d  
so m e  o b je c t  u p o n  th e ir  p e rso n s w h ic h  
th e y  s in c e re ly  be liev ed  w o u ld  p ro te c t  
th e m  in  th e ir  h a z a r d o u s  e n te r p r ise s . T h e  
a m u le ts  w e re  n o t n e ce ssa r ily  re lig io u s —  
m o re  o fte n  th e y  w e re  s e n tim e n ta l— b u t 
th e  fly ers w e n t  to  g re a t  le n g th s  to  m a k e  
su re  th a t  th ese  c h a r m s  w e re  a lw a y s  w ith  
th e m .
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N e a r ly  a ll p e rso n s  e n g a g e d  in  d a n g e r  
ou s p ro fe ss io n s  o r  tra d e s  b e c o m e  a c tu a lly  
a w a re  o f  th e  s tra n g e  la w s o p e r a t in g  b e  
n e a th  th e  su rfa ce  o f  c h a n c e  a n d  a c c id e n t . 
T h i s  a w a re n e ss  in cre a se s  to  th e  d e g re e  
th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l is se p a ra te d  f r o m  th e  
c o lle c tiv e  p sy ch o lo g ica l se c u r ity  o f  h is  
k in d . T o  th e  p re se n t d a y  m a te r ia lis t  
w h o  lik e s  to  a ssu m e  t h a t  h is  t h in k in g  
is c o n te m p o ra r y , a ll re fe re n c e s  to  n a tu ra l 
m a g ic  a r e  a n a th e m a . F a t e  a n d  fo r tu n e  
a re  m a tte r s  o f  g la n d s  a n d  e n te r p r is e , a n d  
th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  e so te r ic  fa c to rs  is  p assed  
o v e r  w ith  d e p re c ia to ry  o b se rv a tio n s  a b o u t 
p r im itiv e  su p e rs tit io n s . A n y th in g  th a t  
d oes n o t f it  in to  th e  c o n c e p t  p a tte rn s  o f  
th e  k n o w n  is  d is re g a rd e d  o r  e x p la in e d  
as th e  w o r k in g s  o f  u n tu to re d  im a g in a  
t io n s .

In  Modem Man in Search of a Soul th e  
d is tin g u ish e d  S w iss  p sy ch o lo g is t  D r .  
C a r l  J u n g  sh o w s a k e e n  a n d  s ch o la r ly  
in s ig h t  in to  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  th e  a r c h a ic  
m in d . S o m e  o f  h is  r e m a r k s  h a v e  a 
d e fin ite  b e a r in g  u p o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  
u n iv e rsa l sy m p a th y  th a t  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  
o b je c ts  a n d  e v e n ts . T h e  sk e p tic  w ill  d °  
w ell to  p o n d e r  th e  fo l lo w in g : “ A  c a l f  is 
b o rn  w ith  tw o  h e a d s a n d  fiv e  le g s . In  
th e  n e x t  v il la g e  a c o c k  h a s  la id  a n  e g g . 
A n  o ld  w o m a n  h a s  h a d  a d r e a m , a  c o m  
e t a p p e a rs  in  th e  s k y , th e r e  is a  g r e a t  fire  
in  th e  n e a re s t  to w n , a n d  th e  fo l lo w in g  
y e a r  a w a r  b r e a k s  o u t . I n  th is  w ay  
h is to ry  w a s  a lw a y s  w r it te n  f r o m  re m o te  
a n t iq u ity  o n  d o w n  to  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n  
tu ry . T h i s  ju x ta p o s it io n  o f  fa c ts , so 
m e a n in g le s s  to  u s , is s ig n if ic a n t  a n d  c o n  
v in c in g  to  p r im itiv e  m a n . A n d , c o n tr a r y  
to  a ll e x p e c ta t io n , h e  is r ig h t  to  f in d  it 
so . H is  p o w e rs  o f  o b s e r v a tio n  c a n  b e  
tru s te d . F r o m  a g e -o ld  e x p e r ie n c e  h e 
k n o w s th a t  su c h  c o n n e c tio n s  a c tu a lly  
e x i s t . . .

“T h a n k s  to  h is  c lo s e  a tte n tio n  to  th e  
u n u s u a l h e  h a s  p re ced ed  u s in  d isco v e r  
in g  th a t  c h a n c e  e v e n ts  a r r a n g e  th e m  
se lv es  in  g ro u p s  o r  se r ie s . T h e  la w  o f  
th e  d u p lic a tio n  o f  ca se s  is  k n o w n  to  a ll 
d o cto rs  e n g a g e d  in  c lin ic a l  w o r k . A n  
o ld  p ro fe sso r  o f  p sy c h ia tr y  a t  W u r z b u r g  
a lw a y s  u sed  to  say  o f  a p a r t ic u la r ly  ra re  
c lin ic a l  c a s e : ‘G e n d e m e n , th is  is a n  a b  
so lu te ly  u n iq u e  case— to m o rr o w  w e  sh a ll 
h a v e  a n o th e r  ju s t  l ik e  i t . ’ I  h a v e  m y s e lf

o f te n  o b se rv e d  th e  sa m e  th in g  d u r in g  m y  
e ig h t  y e a rs ’ p ra c tic e  in  a n  in sa n e  a sy lu m . 
O n  o n e o c ca s io n  a  p e rso n  w as co m m itte d  
fo r  a  ra re  tw ilig h t-s ta te  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  
— th e  f ir s t  ca se  o f  th is  k in d  I  h a d  e v e r  
se e n . W i t h in  tw o  d ays w e  h a d  a  s im ila r  
ca se , a n d  t h a t  w a s th e  la s t .”

I n  h is  b o o k  Lo  C h a r le s  F o r t  h a s  c o l 
lec ted  h u n d re d s  o f  w e ll-d o c u m e n te d  in  
c id e n ts  p ro v in g  th e  sy m p a th y  b e tw e e n  
e v e n ts . P ro fe s s o r  M a x  M u lle r , th e  re  
n o w n e d  o r ie n ta lis t , in  h is  essay  On Man 
ners and Customs g iv e s  m a n y  e x a m p le s  
o f  sy m p a th e tic  m a g ic  as p ra c tic e d  in  
C e n tr a l  A m e r ic a , In d ia , a n d  G e r m a n y . 
H e  f in d s  b e lie fs  s im ila r  to  th o se  o f  th e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  in  n e a r ly  ev e ry  c o u n try  
o f  th e  sa v a g e  a n d  c iv iliz e d  w o rld s .

O c c a s io n a lly  m o d e rn  sc ie n tis ts  a n d  lo  
g ic ia n s  h a v e  th e ir  tro u b le s  w ith  so m e  
p h a se  o f  o re n d a . A t  th e  m o m e n t  th e  
f ie ld  o f  e x tra s e n s o ry  p e rc e p tio n s  is r ic h  
in  d is q u ie t in g  p o ss ib ilitie s . P ro p h e c y , 
th e  fo r e k n o w le d g e  o f  c o m in g  e v e n ts , 
a n d  te le p a th y , th e  d ir e c t  tra n s m is s io n  o f  
th o u g h t  f ro m  o n e  p e rso n  to  a n o th e r , 
o fte n  a t  a d is ta n c e , d o  n o t  f it  e sp e c ia lly  
w e ll  in to  th e  m a so n ry  o f  th e  m a ss iv e  d o m e  
o f  o r g a n iz e d  k n o w le d g e . T h e  la te  P r o  
fe sso r  H u g o  M u n s te r b e rg , w h o  had  
s o m e w h a t  o f  a  re p u ta tio n  in  p sy ch o lo g y , 
w a s n e v e r  t ire d  o f  a s s e r t in g  th a t  a  p ro o f 
o f  th e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  te le p a th y  w o u ld  
s h a tte r  th e  w h o le  sy s te m  o f  h is  sc ie n tif ic  
b e lie fs .

T h e  n e a re s t  p a ra lle l to  th e  o re n d a  o f  
th e  Ir o q u o is  th a t  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  c la s  
s ica l o r  m e d ie v a l b e lie fs  is th e  d o c tr in e  
o f  sy m p a th ie s  so  co m p le te ly  set fo r th  in  
th e  P a ra c e ls ia n  c o rp u s . T h i s  g r e a t  S w iss  
H e rm e s  ta u g h t  t h a t  a ll  w o n d e rs  a n d  m ir  
a c les  co u ld  b e  p e r fo rm e d  b y  a M a g u s  
w h o  w a s a b le  to  c o n tro l a n d  d ir e c t  th e  
v ita l flu id  o f  sp a c e , c a lle d  b y  so m e  th e  
a s tra l  l ig h t  an d  b y  o th e rs  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
m a g ic a l  a g e n t .

F iv e  o f  th e  s ix  fu n d a m e n ta l p r in c ip le s  
o f  th e  I r o q u o ia n  C o d e  a re  w e ll k n o w n  
to  m o d e rn  le g is la to rs , b u t  a ll e ffo r ts  to  
im p o se  th e s e  p r in c ip le s  u p o n  th e  c o lle c  
t iv e  c o n d u c t  o f  n a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a r k  
e d ly  u n su c c e ss fu l. M o st  s o v e re ig n  sta tes  
h a v e  C o n s titu t io n s  fra m e d  a c c o r d in g  to  
la w s o f  e q u ity  a n d  ju s t ic e , y e t th e s e  la w s 
f a i l  to  a c c o m p lis h  h a r m o n y  w ith in  th e s e
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s ta te s , a n d  su cceed  n o  b e tte r  in  th e  la rg e  
sp h e re  o f  in te r n a tio n a l p o lit ic s . H o w  
d id  it h a p p e n  th a t  a b o r ig in e s  in  fu rs  
a n d  fe a th e rs , s i t t in g  u n d e r  a tree , co u ld  
f r a m e  a n d  e n fo rc e  a su cce ss fu l L e a g u e  o f  
P e a c e , w h ile  th e  b e st m in d s  o f  th e  c iv i l  
iz e d  w o rld  h av e  n o t b e e n  a b le  to  d e sig n  
a tr u c e  th a t  w ill h o ld  fo r  tw e n ty  y ears? 
C a n  it be  th a t  th is  “ A ctiv e” fo rc e , th e  
o r e n d a , is th e  p rice le ss  a n d  m is s in g  in  
g r e d ie n t  in  th e  w h ite  m a n ’s fo rm u la  fo r  
w o rld  p e a ce ?

In  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  th e  w o rd  
‘s p ir it ’ has a n u m b e r  o f  m e a n in g s . T o  
th e  re lig io u s -m in d e d  it  s ig n if ie s  th e  life  
p r in c ip le  d e riv e d  fro m  G o d . B u t  th e re  
a re  o th e r  u ses o f  th e  w o rd , fo r  w e  sp e a k  
o f  c la ss  sp ir it , c o lle g e  s p ir it  a n d  n a tio n a l 
s p ir it . T h e  F r e n c h  te rm  esprit de corps 
m e a n s  th e  common sp ir it  p e r v a d in g  th e  
m e m b e rs  o f  a g ro u p . I t  fu r th e r  im p lie s  
e n th u s ia s m , d e v o tio n , a n d  je a lo u s  reg a rd  
fo r  th e  h o n o r  o f  th a t  g ro u p . T h i s  sp ir it  
o f  lo y a lty  to  p r in c ip le s , th is  c a m a ra d e r ie , 
o r  g o o d  w ill b e tw e e n  m e n , th is  p ro p e r 
re g a rd  fo r  th o se  c o n v ic t io n s  w h ic h  
s tre n g th e n  th e  b o n d s  o f  fe llo w s h ip , a re  
a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  la c k in g  in  th e  l if e  an d  
c o n d u c t  p a tte rn s  o f  th e  m o d e rn  m a n . 
T h e  m a g ic  e n e rg y  o f  u n ity  is a p o w e rfu l 
o r e n d a , in v is ib le  a n d  in ta n g ib le  b u t  n e v  
e r th e le s s  re a l, a n d  is th e  sp ir itu a l fo u n d a  
t io n  o f  te m p o ra l se c u r ity . T h e  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  Ir o q u o is  L e a g u e  p ossessed  th is  in  
te g r ity  as in d iv id u a ls , a n d  by v ir tu e  o f  
th is  p erso n a l d e v o tio n  to  a h ig h  c o n c e p t  
o f  fra te rn ity  e a ch  co u ld  g iv e  h is  sep a ra te  
s tr e n g th  to  th e  c o m m o n  u n d e r ta k in g .

T h e  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  w a s n o t a su p e r  
m a n  w ith o u t  fa u lt  o r  b le m is h , n o r  w as 
h e  g ifte d  w ith  fa c u lt ie s  o r  p e rce p tio n s  b e  
y o n d  th e  n o rm a l h e r ita g e . H is  v irtu e s  
w e re  s im p le , n a tu r a l , an d  e n tire ly  h u m a n , 
a n d  h is  fa u lts  w e re  o f  l ik e  p ro p o r tio n s . 
A  th o u g h tfu l a p p ra isa l o f  his a c c o m p lis h  
m e n ts , h o w e v e r, e m p h a s iz e s  o n e  im p o r  
ta n t  p o in t. T o  th e  A m e r in d ia n  w ay  o f  
t h in k in g  it  is m o re  su cce ss fu l to  h av e  a 
s im p le  co d e  o f  l iv in g  a n d  ob ey  it th a n  
it  is to  fa sh io n  a h ig h ly  in v o lv ed  a n d  
s o p h is tica te d  set o f  ru le s a n d  d is re g a rd  
as m a n y  as p o ssib le . A  b r il l ia n t  la w y e r  
o b serv ed  th a t  in  th e  te rm s  o f  p re se n t 
p ra c tic e  th e  p rin c ip a l en d  o f  l i t ig a tio n  
is th e  o b s c u ra t io n  o f  ju s t ic e .

A r c h a ic  m a n  in  A m e r ic a  w as by n a  
tu re  in c lin e d  to  h o n e s ty  w h e n  d e a lin g  
w ith  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  h is  o w n  g ro u p , 
a n d  h is w o rd  w as h is b o n d  w h e n  d e a lin g  
w ith  s tra n g e rs . In  tr ib a l l ife  h e a cce p te d  
h is  sh a re  o f  th e  c o lle c t iv e  b u rd e n s  w ith  
o u t  c o m p la in t . H e  b o re  h is  sorrow 's 
w ith  p a t ie n c e , a n d  h is  jo y s  w ith  d ig n ity . 
H e  a d m ire d  c o u ra g e , re sp e cte d  le a r n in g , 
a n d  w as to le ra n t  o f  a ll re lig io u s  b e lie fs .

T h e  h o sp ita lity  o f  th e  In d ia n  is p ro  
v e rb ia l. T h e  ce le b ra te d  sp e e ch  o f  Jo h n  
L o g a n , th e  C a y u g a  c h ie f ta in  ( 1 7 2 5 - 1 7 8 0 ) ,  
o p e n s  w ith  th e  w o rd s : “ I  a p p e a l to  an y  
w h ite  m a n  to  say , i f  h e  e v e r  e n te re d  
L o g a n ’s c a b in  h u n g ry , a n d  h e g a v e  h im  
n o  m e a t ; i f  e v e r  h e  c a m e  cold  an d  
n a k e d , a n d  h e c lo th e d  h im  n o t .” S o m e  
r e c e n t  h is to r ia n s  h a v e  tr ie d  to  d is c re d it  
th is  sp e e ch  o n  th e  g ro u n d s  th a t  n o  sav  
a g e  co u ld  h av e  ex p re sse d  su ch  n o b le  se n  
t im e n ts .

T h e r e  is a q u a in t  a n d  g e n t le  h u m a n ity  
in  th e  Ir o q u o is  s a y in g , “ I f  y ou  t ie  u p  
th e  c lo th e s  o f  a n  o rp h a n  c h ild , th e  G r e a t  
S p ir i t  w ill n o t ic e  it a n d  re w a rd  y ou  fo r  
i t .” A t  th e  t im e  C o lo n e l M c K e n n e y  
w a s c o m p il in g  h is  h is to ry  o f  th e  In d ia n s  
h e w ro te  a le t te r  to  th e  d is tin g u ish e d  
so ld ie r  a n d  s ta te sm a n , G e n e r a l L e w is  
C a ss , a s k in g  i f  th e  g e n e r a l k n e w  o f  an 
in s ta n c e  o f  In d ia n  w a r  o r  m a ssa cre  th a t 
h ad  n o t  b e e n  p ro v o k e d  by th e  w h ite  
m a n ’s a g g re ss io n . M c K e n n e y  re ce iv e d  th e  
fo l lo w in g  la c o n ic  re p ly : “ D e a r  C o lo n e l: 
Never! N e v e r ! N E V E R !  Y o u rs  tru ly , 
L e w is  C a s s .”

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  S ix  N a t io n s  w as 
p o ssib le  b e ca u se  it w a s a n  e x te n s io n  o f  
th e  p sy ch o lo g ic a l c o n v ic t io n  o f  th e  p r i 
v a te  c i t iz e n . T h e s e  c h a r a c te r  q u a lit ie s , 
h e ld  in te r n a lly  as a co d e  o f  c o n d u c t  a n d  
p ra c tice d  in  d a ily  l iv in g , w ere  th e  o re n d a  
th a t  su sta in e d  th e  C o n fe d e r a tio n .

T h e  so ft  m u r m u r  o f  th e  ru n n in g  
s tre a m , th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  s u n s e t, th e  f lic k  
e r in g  flam e o f  th e  c o u n c il  f ir e , th e  so n g  
o f  th e  b ird , th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  b e a r , th e  
sw iftn e ss  o f  th e  d e e r , th e  lo v e  o f  m a n  
a n d  w o m a n , th e  f ir s t  c ry  o f  th e  n e w b o rn  
b a b e , th e  g o o d  w o rd s  sp o k e n  fro m  th e  
h e a r t , a n d  th e  c o u ra g e  o f  th e  h u m a n  b e  
in g  to  f in d  a b e tte r  w ay  o f  l ife — a ll th ese  
th in g s  a re  o re n d a .
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T h e r e  w as a m a g ic  fro m  th e  S k y  
F a th e r  w o r k in g  fo re v e r  to  p re serv e  an d  
p ro te c t, an d  th e r e  w a s a m a g ic  fro m  
e v il sp ir its  a n d  so rce re rs  s tr iv in g  e v e r  to  
d estro y . G o o d  m e n  p e r fo rm e d  th e  o ld  
c e re m o n ie s , s a n g  th e  m e d ic in e  so n g s a n d  
jo in e d  in  th e  sacred  d a n ce s . T h u s  th e y  
p ro c la im e d  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e ir  o re n d a  
to  th e  d a rk  fo rc e s  th a t  lu rk e d  in  th e  
sh a d o w s. T h u s  th ey  sp u n  th e  m a g ic  
spell o f  g r o w in g  th in g s , th e  n e w  c o m , 
lit t le  c h ild r e n  w a itin g  to  be b o rn , h e a lth  
c o m in g  to  th e  s ic k , a n d  s tre n g th  re tu r n  
in g  to  th e  a g e d . T h e i r s  w a s  th e  m a g ic  
o f p ra y e r  r is in g  l ik e  th e  w a v in g  th re a d  
o f  s m o k e  f r o m  th e  c a lu m e t ; th e  m a g ic
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Iroquois, W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C . ,  1 9 1 7 .

A ls o  v a r io u s  a r t i c le s  i n  t h e  R e p o r t s  a n d  B u l  

l e t in s  o f  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  

o t h e r  le a r n e d  j o u r n a l s ,  d i f f e r e n t  d a te s .

H odge, Frederick Webb, E d i t o r
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Morgan, Lewis H.
League o f  the Ho-De-no-Sau-Nce or Iro-

o f  fa ith  in  th e  lov e  o f  th e  G r e a t  S p ir it  
w h o  w a lk e d  u p o n  th e  m o u n ta in s  in  th e  
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n o u r is h in g  an d  e v e r -p e r fe c t in g . O re n d a  
is  th e  l ife b lo o d  o f  sp a c e , e v e r  f lo w in g  
fr o m  th e  G r e a t  H e a r t  o f  th e  w o rld .
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The Hand of a Saint
T h e  sto ry  o f  P o la n d  is o n e  o f  th e  m o st 

u n h a p p y  p a g es in  th e  h is to ry  o f  n a t io n s . 
Y e t  i f  a c u r io u s  p ro p h e sy  is fu lf i l le d  th is  
c o u n try  w ill f in a lly  c o m e  to  h e r  p ro p e r 
p la ce  in  th e  so c ie ty  o f  n a t io n s .

In  1 8 1 9  a m o n k  in  th e  M o n a s te ry  o f  
W i ln a  in  L ith u a n ia  ad d ressed  h is  p ra y ers  
to  th e  b lessed  A n d r e  B o b o la , a D o m in i  
c a n  f r ia r  w h o  w a s m u rd e re d  in  1 6 7 3  by 
C o ssa c k  tro u p s.

A s  th e  m o n k  o f  W iln a  k n e lt  o n  th e  
s to n e  f lo o r  o f  h is  ce ll p ra y in g  fo r  th e  
p re se rv a tio n  o f  h is  p eo p le  a v e n e ra b le  
f ig u r e  w e a r in g  th e  ro b e  o f  a Je s u it  su d  
d e n ly  ap p e a re d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  ro o m . 
T h e  f ig u re  ad d ressed  th e  p ra y in g  m o n k  
a n d  b a d e  h im  o p e n  th e  w in d o w  o f  h is  
c e ll a n d  lo o k  o u t  u p o n  a  w o rld  o f  th in g s  
b e y o n d  m o rta l  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

T h e  D o m in ic a n  m o n k  o p e n e d  h is 
w in d o w  w ith  t r e m b lin g  h a n d s , an d  saw  
n o t  th e  lit t le  g a rd e n  o f  th e  m o n a s  
te ry  w ith  its  h ig h  s to n e  w a ll b u t  a g re a t 
p la in  s tr e tc h in g  o u t to  th e  h o r iz o n . 
“ T h e  sce n e  w h ic h  is u n fo ld e d  b e fo re  
y o u ,’’ sa id  th e  sa in tly  a p p a r it io n , “ is th e  
te r r ito r y  w h e re  I  h a d  th e  g lo ry  o f  su ffe r  
in g  m a rty r d o m  fo r  th e  fa ith  o f  Jesu s 
C h r is t .  B u t  lo o k  a g a in  a n d  y o u  w ill 
le a r n  th a t  w h ic h  you  w ish  to  k n o w .”

A s  th e  m o n k  o f  W i ln a  lo o k e d  fo r  th e  
se c o n d  t im e  h e b e h e ld  g r e a t  a rm ie s  o f  
so ld ie rs  m a r c h in g  o n to  th e  p la in . T h e r e

w e re  a rm ie s  o f  R u s s ia n , T u r k i s h ,  F r e n c h , 
E n g l is h , A u s tr ia n , a n d  P r u s s ia n  so ld ie rs . 
T h e y  all f e ll  in to  a  b lo o d y  b a tt le  w h ic h  
e x te n d e d  in  ev ery  d ir e c tio n  as f a r  as th e  
eye co u ld  see . T h e  w a r  o f  th e  p h a n to m  
so ld ie rs  w a s  f ie rce ly  c o n te ste d  a n d  th e  
s la u g h te r  w a s b e y o n d  im a g in in g .

T h e  p o o r m o n k  o f  W i ln a  co u ld  n o t 
u n d e r s ta n d  th e  te r r ib le  w a r , a n d  tu rn e d  
to  th e  b le sse d  m a rty r  fo r  an  e x p la n a tio n . 
S a id  th e  sp ir it  o f  A n d re  B o b o la . “ W h e n  
th e  w a r , w h ic h  h a s  ju s t  b e e n  p o rtra y e d  
fo r  y o u r b e n e f it , sh a ll h a v e  g iv e n  p la ce  
to  p ea ce  o n c e  m o re , th e n  P o la n d  w ill b e  
re -e s ta b lish e d  a n d  I  sh a ll b e c o m e  re c o g  
n iz e d  as its  p a tro n  s a in t.”

T h e  D o m in ic a n  m o n k  w a s h ap p y  a t 
th e  h o p e  o f  f in a l se c u rity  fo r  h is  c o u n try , 
b u t  h e  a sk e d  th a t  so m e  s ig n  b e  g iv e n  to  
h im  so t h a t  h e  w o u ld  k n o w  th a t  th e  
v is io n  w a s  real a n d  n o t a d re a m . T h e  
a p p a r it io n  le p lie d , “ I t  is I  w h o  g iv e  th e  
a ss u ra n ce  o f  a ll th is . T h e  v is io n  w h ic h  
you  h av e  w itn e sse d  is rea l a n d  a c tu a l, 
a n d  e v e r y th in g  sh a ll ta k e  p la ce  a s  I  h av e  
a n n o u n c e d  i t . N o w  ta k e  y o u r re s t, b u t 
to  g iv e  y ou  a s ig n  o f  th e  t r u th  o f  w h a t  
you  h a v e  seen  a n d  h e a rd  I  w ill ,  b e fo re  
d e p a r t in g , le a v e  a n  im p r e ss io n  o f  m y  
h a n d  o n  y o u r ta b le .”

S a y in g  th e s e  w o rd s  th e  b lessed  A n d re  
B o b o la  to u c h e d  w ith  h is  h a n d  th e  ta b le  
o f  th e  m o n k  o f  W i ln a ,  a n d  im m e d ia te ly

7 4
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d isa p p e a re d . In  th e  m o r n in g  w h e n  th e  
k in d ly  f r ia r  a p p ro a ch e d  h is  w r i t in g  ta b le  
he saw  d eep ly  l in e d  u p o n  its  su rfa c e  th e  
im p r in t  o f  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  A n d re  B o - 
b o la . H e  sh o w e d  th e  m a rk s  to  th e  o th e r  
m o n k s  in  th e  m o n a s te ry , an d  to ld  th e m  
in  fu ll  d e ta il th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  h is 
v ision .

In  th e  re c e n t W o r ld  W a r  P o la n d  w as 
a b a ttle  g ro u n d  a n d  w itn e sse d  th e  m a r c h  
in g  a rm ie s  o f  m a n y  n a tio n s  u p o n  h e r  
so il. I f  th e  v is io n  b e  tru e  th e r e  is h o p e 
an d  p ro m is e  th a t  P o la n d  w ill co m e  fo r th  
f ro m  th is  g r e a t  t r ia l ,  a n d  in  th e  d ays to  
c o m e  w ill fu lf i l l  its  d e stin y  as a fre e  an d  
in d e p e n d e n t  c o u n try .

Voix Prophétiques ( P a r is ,  1 8 7 2 ) .

The Ghost of an Emperor
M a d a m e  L e t iz ia ,  k n o w n  th ro u g h o u t 

F r a n c e  as M a d a m e  M e r e , th e  m o th e r  o f  
N a p o le o n  B o n a p a r te , w a s th e  la st to  b id  
th e  e x ile d  e m p e r o r  fa re w e ll w h e n  h e 
e m b a rk e d  fo r  S t .  H e le n a .

S ix  y ea rs  la te r , o n  th e  m o r n in g  o f  
M a y  6 , 1 8 2 1 , M a d a m e  M e re  w a s s it t in g  
q u ie tly  in  o n e  o f  th e  d ra w in g  ro o m s o f  
th e  P a la z z o  B o n a p a r te . A  s e rv a n t e n  
tered  to  a n n o u n c e  a v is ito r  w h o  h ad  
co m e  w ith  im p o r ta n t  n e w s f r o m  th e  
e x iled  e m p e ro r . S h e  a t  o n c e  g a v e  o rd ers  
th a t  th e  v is ito r  w a s to  b e  a d m itte d , an d  
a m a n  e n te re d  w ra p p e d  in  th e  fo ld s  o f  a 
g re a t  c lo a k  a n d  w e a r in g  a  b ro a d -b r im m e d  
h a t d ra w n  lo w  o v e r  h is  e y e s . A f te r  th e  
se rv a n t d e p a rte d  th e  v is ito r  rem o v e d  h is  
h a t, a n d  d ra w in g  b a c k  th e  c lo a k  w h ic h  
c o n ce a le d  th e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  h is  fa ce  
stoo d  rev e a le d  as th e  E m p e r o r  N a p o le o n  
h im s e lf .

W h e n  M a d a m e  M e r e  sa w  th a t  th e  
m a n  w as h e r  o w n  d ea rly  b e lo v ed  son  sh e  
u tte re d  a c ry  o f  a m a z e m e n t  a n d  jo y , a n d  
step p ed  fo rw a rd  to  e m b ra c e  h im . ( S h e  
e x p la in e d  a fte r w a r d  t h a t  h e r  f ir s t  fe e lin g  
w as th a t  h e  h ad  m a n a g e d  to  e sca p e  f ro m  
S t .  H e le n a .)  B u t  a s  sh e a p p ro a ch e d  th e  
f ig u re  o f  th e  e m p e ro r  a n  a w fu l c h il l  
c a m e  u p o n  h er an d  sh e sto p p ed  as th o u g h  
p a ra ly z e d . N a p o le o n  re g a rd e d  h e r  w ith  
a n  e x p re ss io n  o f  th e  d eep est so rro w  a n d  
sa id  g ra v e ly , “ M a y  th e  5 th  1 8 2 1 — to d a y .” 
T h e  f ig u re  th e n  step p ed  s lo w ly  b a c k  
th r o u g h  th e  d o o rw a y  a n d  th e  h e av y  
d ra p e s d ro p p e d  in to  p la ce  b e h in d  h im .

M a d a m e  M e r e  ru sh e d  to  th e  d o o r  b u t  
th e  a n te c h a m b e r  w a s e m p ty . S h e  a p  
p ro a ch e d  th e  se rv a n t w h o  a lw a y s  g u a rd e d  
h e r  a p a r tm e n t . “ W h e r e  is  th e  g e n t le  

m a n  w h o  h a s  ju s t  g o n e  o u t ? ”  “ E x c e lle n t  
M a d a m e  M e r e ” , rep lied  th e  m a n , “ n o  
o n e  h a s  p assed  s in c e  I  c o n d u c te d  th e  
g e n t le m a n  to  y o u r p re se n c e , an d  I  h av e  
been  h e re  a ll th e  t im e .”

I t  w a s n o t  u n t il  s ix  w e e k s  la te r  th a t  
th e  n e w s o f  th e  e x ile d  e m p e ro r ’s d e a th  
a rr iv e d  fr o m  S t .  H e le n a . H e  h a d  d ied  
a fe w  h o u rs  b e fo re  h is  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  h is  
m o th e r ’s h o u se  in  C o rs ic a .

T h e  ca se  is  r e m a r k a b le  fo r  th e  fa c t  
th a t  th re e  p e rso n s , b e s id e  N a p o le o n ’s 
m o th e r , saw  th e  g h o s tly  f ig u re . T h e y  
w e re  th e  h a ll p o rte r  w h o  a d m itte d  h im  
a t  th e  f r o n t  d o o r , a  fo o tm a n  w h o  r e  
ce iv ed  h im , an d  th e  se rv a n t w h o  u sh e re d  
h im  in to  h is  m o th e r ’s d ra w in g  ro o m . 
N o n e  o f  th e m  saw  th e  v is ito r  d e p a r t , a l  
th o u g h  a ll w e re  a t  th e ir  p o sts  a t th e  t im e .

N a p o le o n  w a s b o rn  d u r in g  o n e  o f  th e  
m o st fe a r fu l s to rm s t h a t  ev er o c c u rre d  in 
C o rs ic a . H e  d ied  a t  s ix  o ’c lo c k  in  th e  
e v e n in g , a n d  a t  th a t  v ery  h o u r  th e  g r e a t  
est s to r m  th a t  h ad  ev er v is ited  S t .  H e le n a  
w a s ra g in g . A s  th e  e m p e ro r  la y  o n  h is  
d e a th b e d  th e  o ld  tre e s  a ro u n d  L o n g w o o d , 
h is  h o u se  o f  e x i le , w e re  to r n  u p  b y  th e ir  
ro o ts , a n d  m a n y  n e ig h b o r in g  h o u ses  w ere  
b lo w n  d o w n .

P e rh a p s  th is  is o n ly  a  c o in c id e n c e , b u t 
N a p o le o n  I  b r o u g h t  w ith  h im  th e  g re a te s t  
p o lit ic a l s to r m  th a t  h ad  ra g e d  in  E u ro p e  
u p  to  h is  t im e . H e  w a s a  m a n  o f  m y s  
te ry , a n d  l ik e  th o se  o th e rs  w h o  w e re  
d e stin e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  co u rs e  o f  h is to ry  
h is  c o m in g  a n d  g o in g  w e re  a tte n d e d  by  a 
fu ry  o f  th e  e le m e n ts .

T h i s  s to ry  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  A Diplo 
matist’s Life in Many Lands b y  M r s . 
F r a z e r .
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Tried by a Jury of their Peers
R e s e a r c h  in to  th e  le g a l a rc h iv e s  o f  

F r a n c e  re v e a ls  th e  re c o rd s  o f  n in e ty - 
tw o  tr ia ls  o f  a n im a ls , b ird s , a n d  in sects  
in  th e  c iv il a n d  e c c le s ia s tic a l c o u r t  b e  
tw e e n  th e  y ea rs  1 1 2 0  a n d  1 7 4 1 . O n  th e  
la s t  d a te  th e  tr ia l  a n d  e x e c u tio n  o f  a 
c o w  to o k  p la ce .

D o m e s t ic  a n im a ls  w e re  u s u a lly  tr ie d  
in  th e  c o m m o n  c r im in a l  c o u r t , a n d  i f  
th e y  w e re  c o n v ic te d  th e  p u n is h m e n t  
w a s d e a th . W ild  a n im a ls , ro d e n ts , a n d  
re p tile s , a n d  su ch  in se c ts  as lo cu sts  a n d  
c a te r p illa r s , w e re  u s u a lly  tr ie d  in  th e  
e cc le s ia s tic a l  c o u r t  w h ic h  h a d  p o w e r  to 
e x o rc ise  a n d  a n a th e m a tiz e  a n d  e x c o m  
m u n ic a te  a ll  a n im a te  b e in g s .

O n  Ju n e  1 4 , 1 4 9 4 , th e  M a y o r  o f  S t .  
M a r t in  d e L a o n  p assed  th e  fo l lo w in g  
se n te n c e  o n  a  h o g  w h ic h  h a d  k ille d  a 
s m a ll c h ild : “ W e , in  d e te s ta t io n  a n d  
h o r r o r  o f  th is  c r im e , a n d  in  o rd e r  to  
m a k e  a n  e x a m p le  a n d  sa tis fy  ju s t ic e , 
h a v e  d e c la re d , ju d g e d , s e n te n ce d , p ro  
n o u n c e d , a n d  a p p o in te d , th a t  th e  said  
h o g , b e in g  d e ta in e d  a  p r is o n e r , a n d  
c o n fin e d  in  sa id  a b b e y , sh a ll b e , b y  th e  
e x e c u t io n e r , h u n g  a n d  s tra n g le d  o n  a 
g ib b e t , n e a r  a n d  a d jo in in g  th e  g a llo w s  
in  th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f  th e  sa id  m o n k s , 
b e in g  n e a r  th e ir  co p y h o ld  o f  A v in . Tn 
w itn e s s  o f  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  sea led  th is  
p re se n t  w ith  o u r  se a l.”  T h i s  se n te n ce  
w a s  c a rr ie d  o u t o n  th e  sa m e d ay .

I n  1 6 9 0  c a te rp illa rs  in v a d e d  th e  fie ld s  
o f  a s m a ll F r e n c h  v illa g e  a n d  F a t h e r  
B u r in ,  th e  lo ca l v ic a r , e x c o m m u n ic a te d  
th e s e  w o rm s  in  a so le m n  p u b lic  ce re  
m o n y . I t  w a s a la w  o f  th e  t im e  th a t  
n o  d is tr ic t  co u ld  c o m m e n c e  a le g a l a c  
t io n  a g a in s t  a n im a ls  o r  in s e c ts  u n le ss  
a ll  m o n ie s  d u e  to  th e  c h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  
p a id , w h ic h  re su lte d  in  th e  w e ll k n o w n  
F r e n c h  le g a l m a x im , “ T h e  f ir s t  s tep  to  
w a rd  g e t t in g  r id  o f  lo cu sts  is th e  p a y  
m e n ts  o f  t ith e s .”

I t  w a s c o m m o n  in  th o se  d ays to  d ress 
c o n d e m n e d  a n im a ls  in  m e n ’s c lo th in g  
fo r  th e ir  e x e c u t io n . A  so w  e x e c u te d  in  
1 3 8 6  w a s so  d ressed , a n d  th e  e x e c u  
t io n e r  o n  th is  o c ca s io n  in c lu d e d  a n e w  
g lo v e  in  h is  e x p e n se  a c c o u n t. In  1 3 8 9 , 
a t D i jo n ,  a  h o rse  w a s c o n d e m n e d  to

d e a th . W h e n  ra ts  w e re  h a ile d  in to  
c o u rt  a t  A u to n  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  w ere  
d e scrib e d  as “ d ir ty  a n im a ls  in  th e  fo r m  
o f  ra ts , o f  a  g ra y is h  co lo r , l iv in g  in  
h o le s .” In  th e  d e fe n se  o f  th is  ca se  it 
w a s  p ro v ed  th a t  th e  ra ts  c o u ld  n o t a p  
p e a r  in  c o u r t  b e ca u se  o f  c e r ta in  “ e v il 
d isp o se d  c a ts ,”  w h ic h  th re a te n e d  th e  
l if e ,  l ib e r ty , an d  p u rs u it  o f  h a p p in e ss  o f  
th e  ra ts . A s  th e  p la in t if fs  d e c lin e d  to 
p o st b o n d  fo r  th e  g o o d  b e h a v io r  o f  
th e ir  ca ts , th e  ra ts  w o n  th e ir  case  a n d  
w e re  p e r m itte d  to  c o n tin u e  in  p ea ce .

In  1 5 4 5  d e s tru c t iv e  b e e d e s  a tta c k e d  
th e  v in e y a rd s  o f  S t .  J u l ie n .  A  leg a l 
p ro c e e d in g  w a s  c o m m e n c e d  a g a in s t  th e m , 
w h e r e u p o n , s tra n g e  to  say , th e  in se c ts  
d is a p p e a re d . B u t  4 2  y ea rs  la te r , in  1 5 8 7 , 
th e  b e e d e s  re tu r n e d  an d  le g a l a c t io n  
w a s ta k e n  a g a in s t  th e m . I t  w a s  f in a lly  
d e c id e d  th a t  th e  b e e d e s  h a d  a  r ig h t  to 
l iv e , a n d  a  su ita b le  p ie c e  o f  la n d  sh o u ld  
b e  set a s id e  fo r  th e m  as a  g r a z in g  
g r o u n d . T h e  p ie c e  o f  la n d  m u st  b e  o f  
c e r ta in  s iz e  a n d  c o n ta in  tre e s , h e rb s  
a n d  s u c c u le n t  g ra sses  so  t h a t  th e  in se c ts  
co u ld  liv e  in  th e  sty le  to  w h ic h  th ey  
h a d  b e e n  a c c u s to m e d . T h e  in h a b ita n ts  
o f  th e  to w n  a g re e d , b u t a sk e d  to  reserv e  
a  r ig h t-o f-w a y  th r o u g h  th e  la n d , and  
m a d e  o th e r  s lig h t  re s e rv a tio n s . D e f e n d  
in g  co u n se l re fu se d  to  a c c e p t th e  la n d  
fo r  h is  c lie n ts  o n  th e  g ro u n d  th a t  it w as 
n o t s u ff ic ie n tly  fe r t ile .

T h e  c o u rts  se ld o m  a tte m p te d  to  e n  
fo r c e  a  v e rd ic t  a g a in s t  p ests b e ca u se  th e  
c re a tu re s  se ld o m  re sp e cte d  th e  so le m n  
p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  th e  ju d g e , w ith  th e  
re su lt th a t  la w  w a s th u s  held  u p  to  
r id ic u le .

In  S w itz e r la n d  a t  a b o u t  th is  sa m e 
t im e  th e r e  w a s  a  cu r io u s  r u lin g  c o n  
c e r n in g  c r im e . I f  a  m a n  l iv in g  a lo n e  
w a s  a ccu se d  o f  k i l l in g  a n o th e r  m a n  in  
h is  h o u se , a  d o g , c a t , o r  e v e n  a  c h ic k e n  
co u ld  serv e  as a  w itn e ss  f o r  th e  d e fe n se . 
T h e  a c cu se d  m a n  w a s  c o m p e lle d  to  
m a k e  h is  d e c la r a tio n  o f  in n o c e n c e  o n  
o a th  in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  a n im a l, an d  
i f  th e  c re a tu re  d id  n o t c o n tr a d ic t  h im  
in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  c o u r t  h e  w a s  h e ld  
to  b e  g u ild e s s .
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A  s tu d y  o f  th e  l if e  a n d  tim e s  o f  an  
a u th o r  c o n tr ib u te s  g r e a d y  to  th e  u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  o f  a n y  s u b je c t . T h is  is  e sp e c ia l  
ly  tru e  in  s tu d y in g  th e  w r it in g s  o f  m y s 
t ic s , p h ilo so p h e rs , r e l ig io n is ts , o c cu ltis ts , 
an d  id e a lis ts ; in d iv id u a ls  w h o se  m o tiv e s  
an d  a c t io n s  h a v e  m a d e  f o r  so cia l ch a n g e s  
an d  re fo r m s  in  v a rio u s  ¡ta rts  o f  th e  
w o rld — a ll w ith in  th e  f ie ld  o f  o u r  in te r  
ests. T h e  su b je c ts  a r e  e ss e n tia lly  t im e  
less, a g e le ss , im m o r ta l , b u t th e  p a r t ic u la r  
p e rsp e ctiv e  an d  v o ca b u la ry  a re  l ik e ly  to  
be d a te d  a n d  g e o g r a p h ic a l. H e n c e  w e 
h av e b e e n  in c lin e d  in  m a n y  in s ta n ce s  to  
ta k e  b io g ra p h ie s  as su ch  o u t o f  th e  sec 
t io n  d ev o ted  to  b io g r a p h y  a n d  p u t th e m  
in  th e  sa m e  se c tio n  as th e  m a jo r  e m p h a s is  
o f  th e  s u b je c t .

A  ca se  in  p o in t  is F r a n c is  B a c o n . B a  
c o n ia n  p h ilo so p h y  is im p o rta n t  in  its e lf  
a p a rt  f r o m  its  in flu e n ce  o n  m a n y  
b ra n c h e s  o f  W e s te r n  le a r n in g . W e  h a v e  
se g re g a te d  a B a c o n ia n  se c tio n  to  g ro u p  
th e  ra re  f ir s t  e d it io n s  o f  B a c o n ’s w r itin g s , 
ea rly  co lle c te d  w o r k s , tra n s la tio n s , re la ted  
l ite r a tu re  a n d  h is to ry  o f  h is  t im e . H e r e  
a re  k e p t th e  m o d e rn  v o lu m e s  o f  B a c o n  
b io g r a p h y  so th a t  th e y  a re  c o n v e n ie n t  fo r  
c o m p a r is o n  w ith  a n d  r e fe re n c e  to th e  
b io g r a p h ie s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  e a r ly  e d i  
t io n s , su ch  as His Lordship’s Life  by  D r .  
W il l ia m  R a w le y , B a c o n ’s “ f ir s t  a n d  last 
c h a p la in ,”  a n d  T he Life of Francis Ba 
con by  M r . M a lle t .

In  th e  s e c tio n  d ev o ted  to  C h r is t ia n  
th e o lo g y , sec ts , tr a d it io n s , e tc .,  w e  h av e  
p la ced  o u r b io g ra p h ie s  o f  Je s u s . T h e  fo l  
lo w in g  ite m s  m a y  b e  o f  in te re s t  to  s tu d  
e n ts  o f  m y s tic is m :

Jesus the Last Great Initiate b y  E d  
o u a rd  S c h u r e . R e v ise d  e d it io n , L o n d o n , 
1 9 2 3 .

T he Unknown Life of Jesus Christ by  
th e  d is c o v e re r  o f  th e  m a n u s c r ip t , N ic o la s  
N o to v itc h , N e w  Y o r k ,  1 8 9 0 .

T he Call of the Carpenter b y  B o u c k  
W h it e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 1 4 .

L ik e w is e , th e  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  M o h a m  
m e d  w ill be  fo u n d  w ith  M o h a m m e d a n  
ism , B u d d h a  w ith  B u d d h is m , A k h n a to n  
w ith  E g y p to lo g y , A lb e r t  P ik e  w ith  M a  
so n ry , V iv e k a n a n d a  w ith  th e  V e d a n ta  
l ite r a tu re  in  th e  O r ie n ta l  se c tio n , C o n  
fu c iu s  an d  M e n c iu s  in  th e  C h in e s e  sec 
t io n .

M o st  o f  o u r  b io g r a p h ie s  c o n c e r n in g  
H .  P . B la v a ts k y  a re  in  th e  se c tio n  on  
T h e o s o p h y . S e v e ra l o f  th e  H .  P . B .  b io g  
ra p h ie s  th a t  a re  n o t im p o rta n t  to  a 
s tu d y  o f  T h e o s o p h y  h a v e  b e en  k e p t in  
th e  g e n e r a l b io g r a p h ic a l s e c tio n . A s  in  
m a n y  o th e r  in s ta n c e s , M r .  H a l l  h a s  a c  
q u ire d  B la v a ts k y  a u to g r a p h s  a n d  p e rso n  
al a ss o c ia tio n  ite m s  th a t  le n d  fir s th a n d  
a n d  a u th e n t ic  to u ch e s  b io g r a p h ic a lly . W e  
h a v e  a n  e n tire  le tte r  in  M m e . B la v a ts k y ’s 
a u to g r a p h  to  E d w a r d  W .  P a r k e r  a c  
k n o w le d g in g  h is  h e lp  in  p u b lis h in g  The  
Key to Theosophy la id  in  th e  e sp e c ia lly  
b o u n d  a n d  a u to g r a p h e d  p re se n ta t io n  
co p y  o f  th e  b o o k  th a t  sh e  se n t h im . W e  
a lso  h a v e  h e r  a u to g r a p h e d  co p y  o f  B u l-  
w e r  L y t t o n ’s Z anoni w ith  h e r  n o te s . W e  
h a v e  a lso  a n u m b e r  o f  o r ig in a l p h o to  
g ra p h s  o f  h e r .

T h e r e  is b io g r a p h ic a l m a te r ia l In  p ra c  
t ic a lly  ev ery  se c tio n  o f  th e  l ib ra r y . S in g le  
b o o k s , co lle c te d  w o rk s , a n d  e v e n  m a n u  
sc r ip ts  o f te n  co n ta in  so m e  b io g r a p h ic a l
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n o te s . T h e  v a rio u s e n cy c lo p e d ia s  a re  
r ic h  in  b io g r a p h ic a l b r ie fs ; a n d  f o r  r e f  
e re n c e  as to  s ta n d a rd  sp e llin g s  o f  n a m e s , 
th e  Webster's Unabridged Dictionary is 

h e lp fu l.
Dictionary of Gree\ and Roman Biog 

raphy and Mythology e d ite d  b y  W ill ia m  
S m ith ,  L o n d o n , 1 8 6 1 .

Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics 
e d ite d  by  Ja m e s  H a s t in g s , C h a r le s  S c r ib  
n e r ’s S o n s , N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 2 8 .

A General Dictionary, Historical and 
Critical. . .  c o n ta in in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  
illu s tr io u s  p e rso n s o f  a ll ag es an d  n a tio n s , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta in  a n d  
I r e la n d , d is tin g u ish e d  b y  th e ir  r a n k , a c  
t io n s , le a r n in g , a n d  o th e r  a c c o m p lis h  
m e n ts , by  P ie r r e  B a y le , L o n d o n , 1 7 3 4 .

Manuel Bibliographique des Sciences 
Psychiques ou Occultes —  S c ie n c e s  des 
M a g e s  —  H e r m e t iq u e  —  A s tr o lo g ie  —  
K a b b a le  —  F r a n c -M a c o n n e r ie  —  M e d i 
c in e  a n c ie n n e  —  M e s m e r ism e  —  S o rc e l-  
le r ie  —  S in g u la r it ie s  —  A b e r r a t io n s  de 
to u t  o rd re  C u r io s ite . S o u r c e  B ib lio g -  
ra p h iq u e s  e t D o c u m e n ta r ie s  su r  ces 
s u je ts , e tc . A lb e r t  L .  C a il le t ,  P a r is ,  1 9 1 2 .

A Critical Dictionary of English Liter 
ature and British and American Authors 
b y  S .  A u s tin  A U ib o n e . I t  d iscu sses  a u  
th o rs  b o th  l iv in g  a n d  d e ce a se d  fro m  th e 
e a r lie s t  a cco u n ts  to  th e  la t te r  h a lf  o f  th e  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . I t  c o n ta in s  o v e r
4 6 ,0 0 0  a r t ic le s  ( a u t h o r s )  w ith  4 0  in d e x e s  
o f  s u b je c ts .

O u r  c o lle c t io n  o f  m a g a z in e s  h as a 
w e a lth  o f  u n co lla te d  a n d  u n in d e x e d  b io  
g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia l .

Mercury “ a  jo u r n a l  o f  e so te r ism  an d  
th e  h ig h e r  m a so n ry ” s ta rte d  in  th e  
M a r c h , 1 9 2 4  issu e Outlines of Hermetic 
Chronology embracing the principal 
events in Rosicrucian, Masonic, and 
Christian History b y  H e n r y  V .  A . P a rs e ll . 
W e  d o  n o t h av e  a  c o m p le te  ru n  o f  th is  
m a g a z in e , b u t th e  v o lu m e s  th a t  w e  d o  
h a v e  ca n  b e  v e ry  h e lp fu l to  th e  s tu d e n t 
o f  b io g r a p h ie s  as a c h e c k  l is t  o f  im p o r  
ta n t  n a m e s  fro m  6 0 0 0  B .  C . in  th e  fie ld s 
s ta ted  in  th e  t it le , a n d  in c lu d in g  th e  
n a m e s  o f  a s tro lo g e rs , a lc h e m is ts , p a g a n  
re lig io u s  lea d ers , a n d  p h ilo so p h e rs , re la t in g  
th e  n a m e s  c h r o n o lo g ic a lly  to  e v e n ts  a n d  
in s titu t io n s  w ith  a p p r o x im a te  d a tes .

In  th e  p h ilo so p h y  se c tio n  th e re  is b io  
g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia l  o n  B o e h m e , S w e d e n  
b o rg , T h o m a s  T a y lo r ,  e tc . F o r  n a m e s  
p r o m in e n t  in  e a r ly  G r e e k  p h ilo so p h y  
c o n s u lt  History of Philosophy b y  T h o m a s  
S ta n le y , 2 n d  e d it io n , L o n d o n , 1 6 8 7 . I t  
co n ta in s  th e  liv es , o p in io n s , a c t io n s , an d  
d isco u rse s  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h e rs  o f  ev ery  
se c t.

A n  u n u su a l b io g r a p h y  in  th e  p h ilo s  
o p h y  s e c tio n  is Num enius of Apamea, the 
Father of Neo-Platonism, b y  K e n n e th  
S y lv a n  G u th r ie , L o n d o n , 1 9 1 7 . It  c o n  
ta in s  th e  w o rk s , b io g r a p h y , m e ssa g e , 
so u rc e , a n d  in flu e n ce .

In  th e  b io g r a p h ic a l s e c tio n  p ro p e r, w e 
sh o u ld  m e n t io n  th e  fo l lo w in g :

P lu ta r c h ’s Lives. T h i s  se t h a s  ad d ed  
in te re s t  in  th a t  it  w a s G e o r g e  E l l io t ’s 
co p y  w ith  h e r  m a rg in a l n o tes .

T he Golden Legend  o f  Ja c o b u s  d e V o r -  
a g in e — le g e n d s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  sa in ts .

The Lives of the Fathers, s k e tch e s  o f  
C h u r c h  h is to ry  in  b io g r a p h y  by F r e d e r ic  
W .  F a r r a r ,  E d in b u r g h , 1 8 8 9 .

T he Golden Booh of Eastern Saints by  
D o n a ld  A ttw a te r , T h e  B r u c e  P u b lis h in g  
C o m p a n y , M ilw a u k e e , 1 9 3 8 .

Lives of the Necromancers o r  a n  a c  
c o u n t  o f  th e  m o st e m in e n t  p e rso n s in  
su cce ss iv e  a g e s  w h o  h a v e  c la im e d  f o r  
th e m se lv e s  o r  to  w h o m  h a s  b e e n  im p u te d  
b y  o th e rs  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  m a g ic a l p o w er , 
b y  W ill ia m  G o d w in , L o n d o n , 1 8 3 4 .

The Lives of Alchemystical Philos 
ophers, L o n d o n , 1 8 1 5 .

W e  a re  c a l l in g  a t te n t io n  to  o u r  b io  
g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia l  b e ca u se  th e re  is a w id e  
p o p u la r  in te re s t  in  w e ll-w r itte n  b io g  
ra p h ie s  th a t  seem s p e r e n n ia l . F r e q u e n t ly  
p u b lish e rs  o f fe r  e x a m p le s  o f  d ra m a tic  
a n d  c o lo r fu l w r it in g  th a t  serv e  o n ly  to  
p e rp e tu a te  m e d io c r e  s c h o la rs h ip  an d  
o p in io n s . W e  h av e lit t le  le g it im a te  r ig h t  
to c r i t ic iz e  to o  g e n e r a lly  u n t il  p u b lish e rs  
a c tu a lly  r e je c t  a b le r  w o rk s  b y  th o se  w h o  
a re  in fo r m e d  an d  m o re  s y m p a th e tic  to  
p h ilo so p h y  an d  o c c u lt is m .

O u r  b io g r a p h ic a l s e c tio n  n e e d s e n r ic h  
in g , n o t  so m u c h  b y  th e  a d d itio n  o f  b o o k s  
a lre a d y  p u b lish e d , b u t b y  n e w  b io g  
ra p h ie s  illu m in a te d  w ith  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
a n d  o r ig in a l th o u g h t . M a y b e  th e s e  w ill
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|)c o n ly  m a n u sc r ip ts  th a t  m a y  n e v e r  g e t  
in to  p r in t . B u t  th e  L ib r a r y  o f  th e  P h i lo  
so p h ica l R e s e a rc h  S o c ie ty  is  a re p o sito ry  
fo r  ju s t  th a t  so rt  o f  e f fo r t . T h e  im p o r  
ta n ce  o f  o u r  c o lle c t io n  need  n o t rest o n  
th e  p u b lish e d  w o rk s  th a t  ca n  b e  fo u n d  
in th o u sa n d s  o f  lib ra r ie s , b u t  u p o n  th e  
q u ie t , im p e rso n a l, u n a s s u m in g  m a n u  
scrip ts to  b e  sh a re d  by  fe llo w  s tu d e n ts  
an d  se e k e rs  a f te r  tr u th — w h a te v e r  tru th  
m ay  m e a n  to  e a ch  in d iv id u a l.

W h e n  w r itin g  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  w e a re  
te m p te d  to  th in k  in  te rm s  o f  c o n v in c in g  
th e  h y p o th e tic a l  re a d e r , o f  c o lo r in g  th e  
m a te r ia l  to  a ro u se  in te re s t, o f  p ro v in g  
o u rse lv es r ig h t . B u t  F r a n c is  B a c o n  set 
th e  p u rp o s t  o f  w r it in g  w h e n  h e  sa id , 
“ W r i t in g  m a k e th  a n  e x a c t  m a n .” A n d  
th a t  is a  p ro p e r  u rg e  in  u s in g  th e  f a c i l  
ities o f  th e  l ib ra r y .

H e r e  E a s te r n  an d  W e s te r n  le a r n in g  
m e e t. H e r e  w e h a v e  th e  m a te r ia ls  w ith  
w h ic h  to  o r ie n t  o u r  m in d s  to  a b s tr a c t io n s  
th a t  a re  re a lly  b e y o n d  v erb a l le v e ls . A n d  
it is in  th is  a tm o sp h e re  th a t  th e r e  is 
so m e  in c e n tiv e  to  le a rn  to  th in k  in  l im i t  
less o r  u n d e fin a b le  te rm s . I n  th e ir  o w n  
tim e s , th e  B o e h m e s , th e  S w e d e n b o r g s , th e  
C a g lio s tro s , th e  A n d re w  Ja c k s o n  D a v is e s , 
th e  in d iv id u a ls  an d  th e ir  fo llo w e rs , 
g ro p e d  fo r  w o rd s  a d e q u a te  to  e x p ress  
th e ir  id e a ls  a n d  v is io n s . O u t  o f  a  s tu d y  
o f  th e ir  b io g r a p h ie s  w e sh a ll b e  b e tte r  
e q u ip p e d  to  e x p ress  o u r  o w n  p h ilo so p h ie s  
a n d  id ea ls— n o t n e ce ssa r ily  fo r  p u b lic a  
t io n , b u t  m o re  im p o rta n tly  fo r  th e  n o u r  
is h m e n t th a t  w ill h e lp  us to  g ro w  w ith in  
o u r o w n  sp h e re s ; to  re a liz e  th a t  sp ir itu a l 
a sp ir a tio n  w h ic h  is a n  a lm o s t  u n iv e rsa l 
in s tin c t .

T/i« Wa\j$ the £onel\j Ones
B Y  M A N L Y  P A L M E R  H A L L

T h e  m y s tic  c o n te n t  in  l ife  rev e a le d  th r o u g h  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  s h o r t  s to r ie s  a n d  
a lle g o r ie s . T h i s  b o o k , f ir s t  p u b lish e d  in  1 9 2 2 , h a s  b e e n  o u t o f  p r in t  fo r  m a n y  
y e a rs , an d  a n ew  e d it io n  h as b e e n  p re p a re d  to  m e e t th e  ste a d y  d e m a n d .

T h e  sto r ie s  a re  i llu s tra te d  a n d  th e  b o o k  is o f  s ta n d a rd  s iz e  b o u n d  w ith  
b o a rd s . T h e  e d it io n  is l im ite d .

Pr ic e $1.50 (plus 4c tax in Calif.)

O r d e r  F r o m

T H E  P H I L O S O P H I C A L  R E S E A R C H  S O C I E T Y  

3 3 4 1  G r i f f i t h  P a r k  B o u le v a rd  —  L o s  A n g e le s  2 7 , C a l i f .



THIRD EDITION OF MANLY PALMER HALL’S

e l e m e n t

B y  D i s c i p l i n e s  o f  R e a l i z a t i o n

Modern psychology has invented the term mystical experience 
to explain the mystery of illumination. The theme of this book 
is as natural as life itself. There can be no enlightened living 
without a realization of the reason for living. The reason can 
not be supplied by the intellect. Nor can it be discovered by the 
senses. The true reason for our existence can be found only 
through communion with the inner Self.

The purpose of the book is to develop awareness and thought 
fulness so that it becomes part of you. The disciplines are not 
to be practiced as a ritual, but as an inherent quality of yourself, 
until acceptance of them becomes as natural as the processes of 
eating and digesting food. 224 pp. - Illustrated - Price $3.

Plu s 9c Ta x  in  Ca l i f .

PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
3341 G r i f f i t h  P a r k  B o u l e v a r d  — Los A n g e l e s  27, C a l i f .

T H E  L I T T L E - K N O W N  F A C T S  D E P A R T M E N T

A t  th e  t im e  o f  K in g  H e r o d  th e re  liv e d  in  Je ru s a le m  a B a b y lo n ia n  Je w is h  
R a b b i  n a m e d  H il le l .  T h i s  le a rn e d  a n d  p io u s  m a n  in d ir e c t ly  c o n tr ib u te d  g e n  
e ro u s ly  to  th e  m o ra l id e a lism  o f  e a rly  C h r is t ia n ity . A m o n g  th e  sa y in g s  o f  H i l le l  
a re  sev e ra l w ith  a f a m il ia r  r in g . H e  sa id , “ W h o  seek s to  m a k e  h is  n a m e  g re a t 
m a y  d estro y  hi.s n a m e ” , an d  “ Ju d g e  n o t th y  n e ig h b o r  u n til  th o u  s ta n d e st in  h is 
p la c e .” H e  a lso  m a d e  a n  in te re s tin g  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  g o ld e n  ru le : “ W h a t  is h a te fu l 
to  th e e  d o  n o t d o  u n to  th y  n e ig h b o r .”

H il le l  d ie d  in  9 A . D . ,  a n d  th e  sch o o l w h ic h  h e  fo u n d e d  w as c a rr ie d  o n  b y  
h is  g ra n d s o n  G a m a lie l .  A m o n g  th e  im p o rta n t  d isc ip le s  o f  G a m a lie l  w a s S a u l o f  
T a r s u s ,  la te r  k n o w n  as S t . P a u l .  M u c h  o f  th e  b e a u ty  a n d  w isd o m  fo u n d  in  th e  
P a u lia n  e p is tle s  w as d e r iv e d  d ire c tly  f r o m  th e  sch o o l o f  H i l le l  w h e re  S t .  P a u l  
re c e iv e d  h is e d u c a tio n .

F O R  L A C K  O F  A  B U L O V A

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  C h in e s e , d u r in g  th e  g o ld e n  a g e  th e re  g re w  tw o  fa m o u s  trees . 
O n e  o f  th e se  trees p u t fo r th  a le a f  ev ery  d ay  fo r  f if te e n  d ay s, a n d  a f te r  th a t  a  le a f  
f e ll  d a ily  f o r  f if te e n  m o re  d a y s . T h e  o th e r  tree  p u t fo r th  a le a f  o n ce  a m o n th  
f o r  h a lf  a y e a r , a n d  th e n  d ro p p e d  a le a f  m o n th ly  fo r  a s im ila r  p e r io d . I t  w as onlyi 
n e ce ssa ry  to  h av e  th ese  tw o  tre e s  g r o w in g  in  th e  b a c k  y ard , in  o rd e r  to  k e e p  an. 
a c t iv e  c h e c k  o n  th e  p a ss in g  o f  t im e . B u t  c iv i l iz a t io n  p ro v e d  to o  m u c h  fo r  th ese  
tre e s  a n d  th e  sp e cies b e c a m e  e x t in c t .

( S e e  Chinese Literature by  H e r b e r t  A . G i le s ,  M .A .,  L L . D . )
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REINCARNATION
The Cycle of Necessity

By

M anly P alm er H all

T h e  d o c tr in e  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n  is  a n  h o n e s t, re a s o n a b le , a n d  p ra c t ic a l  e x p la n a tio n  
o f  th e  m y ste ry  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a th . F o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y ea rs  p h ilo so p h e rs , m y s tic s , 
an d  id ea lis ts  h a v e  fo u n d  in  th e  co n c e p t o f  r e b ir th  a  s a t is fy in g  e x p la n a tio n  fo r  
th e  a p p a re n t in ju s t ic e s  a n d  in e q u a lit ie s  o f  f a te ,  f o r tu n e , a c c id e n t , c a p a c ity , a n d  
in te lle c t.

In  tim e s o f  stress it is m o st im p o r ta n t  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l s t r e n g th e n  h is  c o n  
v ic tio n  a n d  e s ta b lis h  h is  l if e  o n  a  so lid  s p ir itu a l a n d  e th ic a l  fo u n d a t io n .

I f  th e  la w  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n  co u ld  b e  ta u g h t  to  a l l  th e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  c iv iliz e d  
w orld , m a n y  o f  th e  tro u b le s  w h ic h  p la g u e  o u r t im e s  w o u ld  b e  c o rre c te d , a n d  th e  
cau se  o f  w o rld  p ea ce  ra p id ly  a d v a n ce d .

T h is  b o o k  s u m m a r iz e s  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld ’s re lig io u s  a n d  c u ltu r a l sy stem s 
on  th e  s u b je c t  o f  r e b ir th . T h e r e  a re  c h a p te r s  o n  B r a h m a n is m , B u d d h is m , t h e  
L a m a is m  o f  T i b e t ,  a n d  th e  sch o o ls  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  A r a b ia . C o n s id e r a b le  sp ace  
is  d ev o ted  to  th e  t r a c in g  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  B ib le ,  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  
d ie  C h u r c h  F a t h e r s ,  a n d  th e  o p in io n s  o f  m o d e rn  s c ie n tis ts , sc h o la rs , a n d  
in d u str ia lis ts .

In  th is  e d it io n  a  s e c tio n  d e v o te d  to  r e b ir th  as ta u g h t  a m o n g  th e  N o r t h  A m e r ic a n
In d ia n  tr ib e s  a p p e a rs  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e .

T h e r e  is a n  e x te n s iv e  b ib lio g r a p h y  f o r  th o se  w h o  w is h  to  e x te n d  t h e ir  r e a d in g  
m to  sp e c ia liz e d  fie ld s .

2 0 2  P A G E S  T H I R D  E D I T I O N  N E W  P R I C E  $ 2 .5 0
Plus 6c Tax in California
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