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The Hard W ay
A D J U S T I N G  E N T H U S I A S M  T O  I N E V I T A B L E S

' T ' H E  h u m a n  m in d  h as  a te n d e n cy  to  
ru n  a w a y  fro m  im m in e n t  e x p e r i  

e n c e  a n d  ta k e  r e fu g e  in  th e  v ica r io u s  
w o rld  o f  e m in e n t  s p e c u la t io n . I t  seem s 
m u c h  e a s ie r  to  p u t th e  u n iv e rse  in  o rd e r  
th a n  to  a d ju s t  o u rse lv e s  to  th e  d a ily  
p re ssu re  o f  in t im a te  c irc u m s ta n c e s . T h e  
su p re m e  test o f  a p h ilo so p h y  is th a t  it  
e q u ip s  th e  in d iv id u a l to  so lv e  th e  p ro b  
le m s  o f  e v e ry d a y  liv in g .

M a n y  o f  th e  d o c tr in e s  p o p u la r  in  o u r  
t im e  h a v e  o r ig in a te d  w ith  p e rso n s  w h o  
h av e  m a d e  a m is e ra b le  fa ilu r e  o f  th e ir  
o w n  a f fa irs , b u t a re  in s p ire d  w ith  th e  
s in c e re  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  th e y  ca n  a ch ie v e  
co m p le te  su ccess  in  r e o r g a n iz in g  th e  
ta s te s , te m p e r a m e n ts , a b il i t ie s , a n d  p ra c  
t ic e s  o f  h u m a n ity  in  g e n e r a l. P re s s in g  
fo rw a rd  w ith  an  e n th u s ia s m  w h ic h  te s  
t if ie s  to  a la c k  o f  p ra c tic a l  e x p e r ie n c e , 
v is io n a rie s  fo u n d  m o v e m e n ts , in s titu te  
c u lts , a n d  p ro m u lg a te  d o c tr in e s  w h ic h  
a re  c e r ta in  in  th e  e n d  to  c o m p lic a te  th e  
liv es  o f  th e ir  fo llo w e rs .

O n e  o f  th e  f ir s t  d u tie s  o f  th e  m in d  is 
to  im p o se  th e  ce n so rsh ip  o f  ju d g m e n t  
u p o n  its  o w n  im p u lse s  to w a rd  e x a g g e ra  
tio n  a n d  fa n ta s y . K n o w le d g e  is im p o r  
ta n t , b u t th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  r ig h t  use

o f  k n o w le d g e  is s till m o re  im p o r ta n t . 
O n ly  e x p e r ie n c e  c a n  m o d e ra te  e x ce ss  o f  
o p tim is m  o r  p e s s im ism . W e  n e v e r  
k n o w  h o w  l i t t le  w e  k n o w  u n t il  w e  a t- 
te m p  to  a p p ly  o u r  k n o w le d g e  to  o u r  
se lv es .

K n o w le d g e  is e i th e r  c o n c re te  o r  a b  
s tra c t . C o n c r e te  k n o w le d g e  is th e  
k n o w le d g e  o f  u se . T h i s  fo r m  o f  le a r n  
in g  is b u ilt  up  in  m o s t  in s ta n c e s  b y  
p ro cesses  o f  tr ia l a n d  e rr o r . W e  e x  
p e r im e n t  w ith  o u r b e lie fs  a n d  c o n v ic  
t io n s , a n d  c l in g  to  t h a t  w h ic h  is g o o d . 
B y  g o o d  w e m e a n  th a t  w h ic h  w o rk s  an d  
by its  w o r k in g  b e n e fits  o u r  w o rld  a n d  
o u rse lv es . A b s tr a c t  k n o w le d g e  is th e  a p  
p re h e n s io n  o f  ca u se s , fo r m u la s , c o n c e p ts , 
p re m ise s , a n d  th o se  la rg e r  g e n e r a lit ie s  
w ith  w h ic h  w e  se e k  to  e x p la in  th e  o b  
v io u s a n d  th e  in e v ita b le . T h e o r y  is o f  
lit t le  v a lu e  u n le ss  it o r ie n ts  u s in  p ra c  
t ic e .

T h e  m o s t  d e p re ss in g  d isco v ery  t h a t  w e 
m a k e  a b o u t  o u r  a b s tra c t  c o n v ic t io n s  is 
th a t  th e y  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  w o rk  i f  w e 
co u ld  fin d  s o m e  w ay  o f  a p p ly in g  th e m . 
T h e r e  is n o  im p o r ta n t  p ro b le m  c o n fr o n t  
in g  h u m a n ity  a t  th e  p re se n t t im e  f o r  
w h ic h  th e re  is n o t  a n  a p p ro p ria te  ab -
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s tr a c t  so lu t io n , yet th e re  a re  v ery  fe w  
d ile m m a s , a n c ie n t  or m o d e rn , w h ic h  
h a v e  a c tu a lly  b e e n  so lv ed . W e  k n o w  
w h a t  to  d o  a b o u t co rru p t  p o lit ic s , c r im e , 
p o v e rty , s ic k n e ss , an d  w a r, b u t in  th o se  
c r it ic a l  m o m e n ts  w h e n  w e  a re  in  d e s  
p e r a te  need  o f  a  p ra c tic a l re m e d y , n o th  
in g  h a p p e n s . F o r  o n e  o f  a th o u sa n d  
re a s o n s , it is im p o ss ib le  to  a p p ly  th e  
c u r e  to  th e  a i lm e n t . B u t  w ith  th e  u n  
f a i l in g  e n e rg y  o f  a d o le sce n ce , w e  c o n  
t in u e  to  c o n c o c t  b ig g e r  a n d  b e tte r  re  
m e d ia l n o tio n s . A s o n e  o f  th ese  in  
sp ire d  re fo rm e rs  to ld  m e  o n e  d a y , " M y  
jo b  w as to  fin d  th e  a n s w e r , an d  I  h av e  
d o n e  so . N o w  i t ’s u p  to  th e  w o rld  to  
u se  i t .” T h i s  sa m e in d iv id u a l h a ste n ed  
to  e v o lv e  n e w e r  an d  b ig g e r  a n s w e rs  fo r  
m o re  re c o n d ite  d if f ic u ltie s , f ir m ly  c o n  
v in ce d  th a t  o n ce  h u m a n ity  h a d  re ce iv e d  
th e  im p a c t  o f  h is  in s p ir a tio n  it  w o u ld  
b e c o m e  v ir tu o u sly  h a p p y  fo r th w ith .

I t  h as b e en  m y  o b se rv a tio n  th a t c h il  
d re n  b r o u g h t  u p  in  h o m e s  d o m in a te d  by 
m y s tic a l  a n d  m e ta p h y s ic a l  sp e cu la tio n s , 
co n s is te n tly  h av e  d if f ic u ltie s  in  la te r  l ife . 
T h i s  is  n o t  b e ca u se  a b s tr a c t  t h in k in g  is 
b a d , b u t  b e ca u se  a b s tia c t io n s  a re  c o n  
fu s in g  u n le ss  th e y  re su lt in  w e ll-re g u  
la te d  a n d  w e ll-b a la n ce d  p e rso n a l l iv in g .

O n e  case  c o m e s  to  m in d . A  y o u n g  
m a n  liv ed  w ith  a m e ta p h y s ica l g ro u p  
fr o m  h is  e le v e n th  to  h is  s ix te e n th  y ear. 
T h i s  g ro u p  w as in te n s e ly  id e a lis t ic  b u t 
w a s  co m p o se d  la rg e ly  o f  e ld e r ly  p erso n s 
w ith  a  v a rie ty  o f  g ru d g e s  a g a in s t  th e  
o u ts id e  w o rld . T h e  g e n e ra l fe e lin g  w as 
t h a t  h u m a n ity  as a  w h o le  w a s se lf ish , 
m a te r ia l is t ic , a n d  u n k in d . T h e  g ro u p  
its e l f  w a s  a n  o as is  o f  s p ir itu a lity  in  a 
d e s e r t  o f c o rru p tio n . L i f e  w ith  th e  
g ro u p  co n s is te d  o f  p ra y e rs , m e d ita tio n s , 
a n d  stu d ie s  fo r  th e  m o st p a rt  a b s tra c t  
a n d  a b s tru s e . In c id e n ta l ly , th e  m e m b e rs  
th e m se lv e s  l iv in g  in  c lo se  a s s o c ia t io n , 
a n d  w ith  very  l it t le  a c tu a l w o r k  to  d o , 
d ev o ted  m u ch  o f  th e ir  t im e  to  g o ss ip  
a n d  m u tu a l c r it ic is m .

In  h is  se v e n te e n th  y ear th e  y o u n g  m a n  
in  q u e s t io n  le f t  th e  se c lu d e d  a n d  re  
s tr ic te d  a tm o sp h e re  o f th is  re lig io u s  sec t 
a n d  a tte m p te d  to  o r ie n t  h im s e lf  in  th e  
w o rld  o f  p ra c tic a l  th in g s . H e  w as w e ll 
in fo r m e d  a lo n g  l in e s  o f n o  in te re s t  to  
m a n k in d  in  g e n e r a l , a n d  c o m p le te ly  ig  

n o r a n t  o f  th o se  so u n d  p r in c ip le s  o f  ch ar- 
a c te r  n e cessa ry  in  a so cia l sy stem  dorr: 
in a te d  by  c o m p e tit iv e  e c o n o m ic s . T h e  
y o u n g  m a n ’s l ife  w as a m is e ra b le  m is 
a d v e n tu r e , an d  h e  d ie d  h e a r tb ro k e n  and 
d is illu s io n e d  in  h is  la te  tw e n tie s .

T h e  in te r e s t in g  p o in t  in  th is  case  j s 
th a t th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  g ro u p  w ere 
k in d ly , c o n s tru c t iv e , s in c e re , a n d  in  a 
la rg e , a b s tr a c t  w a y , tru e . I t  w as n o t a 
fa ls e  d o c tr in e  th a t  w o rk e d  th e  h av o c; 
i t  w a s tru th  m is a p p lie d . T h e  y o u n g  
m a n  w as r ich  in  fo r m u la s , a f f irm a tio n s , 
a n d  p la t itu d e s , b u t  im p o v e r ish e d  in  co m  
m o n  sen se . T h e  o ld e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e 
c u lt  h a d  liv ed  th e ir  liv e s , a n d  l ik e  m o st 
p a re n ts  h ad  fo rg o tte n  th e ir  o w n  y o u th . 
T h e y  w e re  s e e k in g  p e a ce  a n d  c o m fo r t  
an d  c o n te n tm e n t  in  th e  c o n c lu d in g  years 
o f  th e ir  e a r th ly  sp an . T h e y  h ad  cre a ted  
a l it t le  u n iv e rse  o n  fiv e  a c re s , a n d  had 
n o  in te n t io n  o f  le a v in g  its  sm a ll bu t 
s a t is fy in g  b o u n d a r ie s . T h e i r  p h ilo so p h y  
w as in te rp r e te d  to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  o w n  e x  
c lu s iv e n e ss , an d  th e y  v iew ed  w ith  r ig h t  
eo u s in d ig n a tio n  a n y  o u ts id e  fo rc e  th a t 
so u g h t to  v io la te  th e ir  sa n c tu a ry .

T o  th e  g r o w in g  b o y , h o w e v e r, the 
c lo is te re d  a tm o sp h e re  o f  th e  c u lt  w as 
sy m b o lic  o f  th e  w h o le  w o rld . H e  k n e w  
n o  o th e r  k in d  o f  p e o p le , a n d  n o  o th e r  
k in d  o f  l if e .  L ik e  th e  ca g e d  ca n a ry , he 
w a s o n ly  h a p p y  b e h in d  th e  b a rs . W h e n  
th ro w n  o u t  u p o n  h is  o w n  reso u rces  he 
b r o u g h t  n o th in g  to  th e  la r g e r  p a tte rn  o f  
l iv in g  b u t id e a lis t ic  v a g a r ie s . H e  tried  
s in ce re ly  to  liv e  w h a t  h e  h a d  le a rn e d , 
b u t h e h ad  le a rn e d  n o th in g  a b o u t  l iv in g  
itse lf .

T h i s  is  a n  e x tre m e  ca se , b u t th e  ten d  
e n cy  to  a m y stica l e sc a p ism  is stro n g ly  
m a rk e d  a m o n g  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  m a n y  
re lig io u s  o r g a n iz a tio n s , e sp e c ia lly  th o se 
w h ic h  m a in ta in  c o m m u n it ie s . W e  ca n  
n o t e sca p e  th e  w o rld  by d e n y in g , ig n o r  
in g , o r  a t te m p tin g  to  e x p la in  a w a y  th e  
c o m p le x  p a tte rn  o f  o u r  c iv i l iz a t io n . W e  
m u st  sk ill  o u rse lv e s  in  th e  a r ts  a n d  
sc ie n ce s  o f  o u r  w o r ld . Id e a ls  a re  use 
fu l a n d  n e c e ssa ry , b u t  th e y  m u st g u id e  
a c t io n , a n d  ca n  n e v e r  be a su b s titu te  fo r  
in te l lig e n c e , d is c r im in a tio n , o r  p ra c ti 
ca lity .

I t  is v ery  d if f ic u lt  to  a r g u e  a g a in s t  *  
b e a u t ifu l an d  id e a lis t ic  a b s tr a c t io n . O u t
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re w a rd  fo r  d o in g  so  is to  b e  la b e le d  u n  
sp ir itu a l. I f  o u r  a r g u m e n t  w in s , w e  a re  
h e a rtle ss  a n d  so u lle ss  in te lle c tu a ls  u tte r  
ly la c k in g  in  a p p r e c ia tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  
d is p e n s a tio n  w h ic h  o u g h t  to  g o v e rn  
ev ery  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  l ife .

C o n s id e r  a  f r a g m e n t  f r o m  L in c o ln ’s 
G e tty s b u r g h  A d d re ss , “ F o u r s c o r e  a n d  
sev en  y e a rs  a g o , o u r  fa th e r s  b r o u g h t  
fo r th  o n  th is  c o n t in e n t  a n e w  n a tio n , 
co n ce iv e d  in  l ib e r ty , a n d  d e d ica te d  to  th e  
p ro p o s itio n  th a t  a ll m e n  a re  cre a te d  
e q u a l .” T h e s e  a re  s u b lim e  w o rd s . T o  
d o u b t th e ir  tr u th  w o u ld  be to  o ffe n d  
a lm o st  a n y o n e . T h e  s ta te m e n t ca n  b e  
su p p o rte d  a n d  su sta in e d  b y  a v a rie ty  o f 
v a lid  a rg u m e n ts . T h e o r e t ic a lly  it  is  e n  
t ire ly  t r u e , b u t it c a n n o t  b e  p ro v ed  by 
n a tu re , d e m o n stra te d  by  c o n d u c t , o r  ju s  
t if ie d  b y  e x p e r ie n c e . W h a t  th e n  is 
w r o n g ?  C e r ta in ly  th e r e  is n o th in g  w ro n g  
w ith  th e  id e a . I t  is g ro u n d e d  in  th e  
h ig h e s t  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  o u r  ra ce , a n d  it 
is n ecessary  to  th e  u lt im a te  so lu t io n  o f  
o u r  p ro b le m s . T h e  w o rd s a re  sc r ip  
tu ra l in  th e ir  im p o r t , b u t l ik e  m a n y  
p a rts  o f  s c r ip tu re  th e y  a re  in  c o n flic t  
w ith  c e r ta in  o b v io u s  in e v ita b le s . T h e  
w o rd s  o f  m a n , n o  m a tte r  h o w  b e a u tifu l 
th ey  m a y  b e , c a n n o t  s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e  
w o rk s  o f  n a tu re .

I t  is im p o ss ib le  to  p ro v e  f r o m  tr a d i 
t io n  o r  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t a ll m e n  a re  c re a  
ted  e q u a l . E v e n  a su p e rfic ia l c o n s id e ra  
t io n  o f  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l  d if fe re n c e s  w ill 
rev ea l in s u rm o u n ta b le  in e q u a lit ie s  o f  c a  
p a c ity  a n d  a b ility . S a v a g e  p eo p les  c a n  
n o t be c iv iliz e d  by  a n  a c t  o f  le g is la tu re . 
A g e s  o f  r e f in e m e n t  m u st ta k e  p la ce  w ith  
in  o r g a n ic  q u a lity  a n d  o r g a n ic  s tru c tu re  
b e fo re  th e  sa v a g e  c a n  su s ta in  th e  c o m  
p le x  p re ssu re  o f  w h a t  w e  p lease  to  ca ll 
c iv i l iz a t io n . A  sc h o o lte a c h e r  ca n  su p p ly  
v a lu a b le  d a ta  f r o m  o b se rv a tio n  a n d  e x  
p e r ie n ce  w ith  c h ild r e n , to  su sta in  th e  in  
f in ite  d iv e rs ity  o f  in e q u a lit ie s  w h ic h  a re  
p re se n t in  th e  co m p o u n d  o f  h u m a n  n a  
tu re .

N o r  ca n  w e  b e sto w  fre e d o m . N o  
m a n  is fre e  w h o  is p a rt  o f  o u r w ay  o f  
l ife . T o  s u rv iv e  h e m u s t  o b e y , a n d  
o b e d ie n ce  im p lie s  s u b je c t io n  to  a u th o r ity . 
W h e th e r  th a t  a u th o r ity  be g o v e r n m e n ta l 
o r  th e  m e re  p re ssu re  o f  th e  so cia l co l 

le c tiv e , h e  m u st c o n fo rm  o r b e  d estro y ed  
b y  fo rc e s  b e y o n d  h is  c o n tro l.

F u r th e r m o r e , th e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  is a 
s lav e  to  h is  o w n  in e p titu d e s . H e  is 
d o m in a te d  by  th e  im p e rfe c tio n s  o f  h is 
o w n  p e rso n a lity  a n d  th e  l im ita t io n s  im  
p o sed  by  h is  in a b ility  to  c o n tro l h is  o w n  
m e n ta l, e m o tio n a l, a n d  p h y s ica l e x ce sses . 
N o  m a n  is fre e  w h o  is n o t  m a ste r  o f 
h im s e lf . N o  m a n  is m a s te r  o f  h im s e lf  
w h o  is su b je c t  to  th e  n e u ro se s , f ix a t io n s , 
c o m p le x e s , a n d  p h o b ia s  w h ic h  a re  set 
u p  w ith in  h im  b e fo re  h e  is o ld  e n o u g h  
to  o r g a n iz e  h is  o w n  m e n ta l re so u rce s .

T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  c a n n o t  e sca p e  th e  
p re ssu re  o f  h is  h e re d ity . A  co n s id e ra b le  
n u m b e r  o f  o u r  c i t iz e n s  h a v e  in h e r ite d  
v e n e r ia l ta in ts  w h ic h  w ill  v a rio u sly  a n d  
a d v erse ly  a ffe c t  th e ir  liv es  a n d  a c c o m  
p lis h m e n ts . M ix e d  b lo o d s a lso  a ffe c t  th e 
o f fs p r in g  o f  in te rr a c ia l  u n its . C h ild r e n  
b o rn  f ro m  tw o  w id e ly  se p a ra te d  so cia l 
s tra ta  o f  o n e  ra c e  m a y  fa ll  h e ir  to  a 
b lo o d  c o n flic t  w h ic h  w ill b u rd e n  th e  
e n tir e  l ife  w ith  su b co n sc io u s  stress a n d  
te n s io n .

In  th e  so cia l sp h e re , e q u a lity  o f  o p p o r 
tu n ity  r e q u ir e s  e q u a lity  o f  a b ilit ie s . 
S u c h  e q u a lity  is n o t p o ssib le  u n d e r  a  
c a p ita lis t ic  sy ste m  o f  l iv in g . W h e r e  
w e a lth  is in d is p e n sa b le  to  a d e q u a te  t r a in  
in g , e d u c a tio n , m e d ic a l a n d  d e n ta l c a re , 
h o u s in g , c lo th in g , a n d  e v e n  fo o d , th e re  
m u st  a lw a y s  b e  a la rg e  b r a c k e t  o f  th e  
u n d e r p r iv ile g e d . C h ild r e n  o f u n d e r  
p r iv ile g e d  p a re n ts  d e stin e d  to  g ro w  u p  
in  a n  u n d e r p riv ile g e d  e n v ir o n m e n t, c a n  
n o t  m e e t  l ife  w ith  th e  sa m e  e q u ip m e n t  
a s  th e  m o re  fa v o re d  m in o r ity . C h il  
d re n  b o rn  in  E u r o p e  d u r in g  th e  seco n d
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w o rld  w a r , o r  g r o w in g  u p  th r o u g h  th e  
w a r  y ea rs , a re  b o u n d  to  b e  l im ite d  by 
c o n s t itu t io n a l d e fe c ts  o r ig in a t in g  in  m a l 
n u tr it io n , s h o c k , a n d  la c k  o f  e n v ir o n  
m e n ta l se cu rity .

E v e n  a so c ia liz e d  s ta te  c a n n o t  e n tire ly  
c o r r e c t  th e  in e q u a lit ie s  e v e r y w h e re  e v i 
d e n t  in  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n s  o f  h u m a n  b e  
in g s . G re a tn e s s  is  n o t a c q u ire d  a f te r  
b ir th , b u t  is in tr in s ic  in  th e  c h a ra c te r  
o f  th e  n e w b o rn  c h ild . T h i s  in tr in s ic  
g re a tn e s s  m a y  b e  c u ltiv a te d  in to  a d y  
n a m ic  p o te n cy , o r  it m a y  b e  fru s tra te d  
a n d  d e n ie d  e x p re ss io n , b u t  th e  g re a tn e s s  
i t s e l f  c a n n o t  b e  c re a te d  by h u m a n  so  
c ie ty . T h e r e  is  n o  w a y  o f  b e s to w in g  
e q u a lity  o f  in tr in s ic  a b il i ty . L ik e  m o st 
n a tu ra l g i f t s ,  i t  is b e y o n d  o u r  p o w e r to  
b e s to w , b u t  w ith in  o u r  p o w e r  to  d e stro y . 
R a th e r  th a n  say  th a t  m e n  a re  cre a te d  
e q u a l ,  w e  s h o u ld  a d v a n c e  th e  re a s o n  
a b le  s ta te m e n t th a t  a ll m e n  a re  b o rn  
w ith  th e  in a lie n a b le  r ig h t  to  e a rn  fre e  
d o m  th r o u g h  p erso n a l e f fo r t , a n d  to  a t  
ta in  e q u a lity  by  in d u s try . L ib e r ty  is 
th e  r ig h t  to  e a rn  se c u r ity , b u t  l ib e r ty  
its e lf  c a n n o t  b e sto w  th a t  se c u r ity , n o r  
c a n  i t  fo r c e  th e  in d iv id u a l to  a p p ly  h is  
a b ilit ie s  to  th e  im p r o v e m e n t o f  h im s e lf . 
T h e  m o m e n t  fre e d o m  a tte m p ts  to  fo rc e  
ev e n  c o n s tru c t iv e  c o n d u c t , fre e d o m  
ceases a n d  b e co m e s  a fo r m  o f  ty ra n n y .

T h e  d u ty  o f  a  d e m o c ra t ic  sy stem  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t is to  p ro te c t th e  r ig h ts  o f  
its c it iz e n s  a g a in s t  th e  e n c ro a c h m e n ts  o f  
th e  p riv a te  a n d  p e rso n a l a m b it io n s  o f  
th e  m o re  d o m in a n t  o f  its  g ro u p s  o r  in  
d iv id u a ls . A ll c i t iz e n s  h av e  a r ig h t  to 
th e  n e ce ssitie s  w ith o u t  w h ic h  th e  v ita lity  
o f  th e  m in d  a n d  b o d y  c a n n o t  b e  m a in  
ta in e d . E a c h  m a n  is e n tit le d  to  re a s o n  
a b le  c o m p e n sa tio n  fo r  h is e ffo r ts . H e  
is e n tit le d  to  a re a so n a b le  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  a tta in  th ro u g h  m e r it  su c h  re a so n a b le  
e n d s  as m a y  in s u re  h is  l if e ,  l ib e r ty , a n d  
th e  p u rsu it  o f  h a p p in e ss . H e  is e n tit le d  
to  ch o o se  h is  r e lig io n , se le c t h is  tra d e  o r  
p ro fe ss io n , m a rry , b r in g  u p  his c h ild re n , 
a n d  h av e  a v o ice  in  th e  g o v e r n m e n t o f 
h is n a t io n . T h e s e  a re  h is  fre e d o m s, an d  
th e se  fre e d o m s m u st  b e  p reserv ed  o r  
th e c o lle c tiv e  g r o u p  w ill  g ra d u a lly , b u t 
in e v ita b ly  d is in te g r a te . F re e d o m  is th e  
p ro te c tio n  o f  th e  r ig h t  o f th e  in d iv id u a l 
to  be h im s e lf  so  lo n g  as th is  a t ta in m e n t
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d o es n o t e n c ro a c h  u p o n  th e  r ig h ts  
o th e rs .

E q u a l i ty  is  th e  c o n d it io n , la rg e ly  
c h o lo g ic a l , in  w h ic h  m e n  liv e  tog eth er 
u n d e r  c e r ta in  m u tu a lly  a cce p te d  rultV 
T h e  f ir s t  a n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o f  these 
ru le s  is th a t  a m a n  sh a ll b e  reg a rd e d  as 
h o n o ra b le  a n d  e q u a l  i f  h e  ap p lies  h im - 
se lf  in d u s tr io u s ly  to  u se fu l a r ts , c ra fts  
p ro fe ss io n s , a n d  tra d e s , b y  w h ic h  he 
m a k e s  h is c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  w ell-b ein g  
o f  th e  co lle c tiv e  s tru c tu re  in  w h ic h  h e  is 
a fre e  a n d  c o -o p e ra tiv e  a g e n t . T h u s  w e 
see h o w  b e a u t ifu l v a g a r ie s  c a n  lead  to  a 
v a r ie ty  o f  v ery  re a l d ile m m a s .

L e t  us n o w  c o n s id e r  a n o th e r  ty p e  o f  
a b s tr a c t io n  w h ic h  fr e q u e n t ly  resu lts  in  
th e  d is o r ie n ta t io n  o f  th e  h u m a n  per 
sp e c tiv e . T h i s  o n e  w e  w ill  se le c t fro m  
th e  sp h e re  o f  re l ig io n . S o m e  y ea rs  a g o  
a p o p u la r  le c tu r e r  a d d re s s in g  a larg e 
a n d  e n th u s ia s tic  a u d ie n c e  m a d e  a  state  
m e n t  s o m e w h a t  th u s : “ G o d  is in fin ite  
lo v e . T h i s  b e in g  u n d e n ia b le , i t  m ust 
c o n s e q u e n tly  fo llo w  th a t  G o d  d esires 
o n ly  h a p p in e ss  a n d  se c u r ity  fo r  a ll his 
c re a tio n s . I f  w e  r e a liz e  th a t  G o d  is love 
w e ca n  im m e d ia te ly  a t tr a c t  to  ou rselves 
a n y th in g  th a t  w e  d e s ire  o r  th a t  w ill 
c o n tr ib u te  to  o u r  h a p p in e ss , co n te n tm e n t, 
h e a lth , o r  w e a lth .”

T h e  c o n c lu s io n s  a re  re a s o n a b le  en ou g h  
i f  th e  p re m ise  c a n  b e  d e m o n s tra te d . T h e  
p re m ise , in  tu r n , is so  n o b le  as to  be 
a c c e p ta b le  w ith o u t  q u e s tio n  b y  th e  av er 
a g e  p erso n . P r o b a b ly  th e  d if f ic u lty  in 
th is  ca se  in v o lv e s  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  th e  
w o rd s a n d  te rm s . L e t  u s b e g in  w ith  
th e  p re m ise . T h e  g re a te s t  m y stic s  an d  
p h ilo so p h e rs  s in ce  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  in  
te lle c tu a l h is to ry  h a v e  b e e n  in  a g re e m e n t 
th a t  G o d  is lo v e , o r  a t  lea st th a t  love 
is o n e  o f  th e  p r im a ry  a ttr ib u te s  o f  th e  
D iv in e  n a tu re . B u t  m o st p eo p le  a p p ear 
to  c o n fu se  lo v e  a n d  s e n t im e n t , a n d  th ere  
is v ery  l it t le  in d ic a tio n  th a t  th e  u n iv erse  
is ru n  b y  s e n tim e n t . T h e  B ib le  te lls  us 
th a t  th o se  w h o m  th e  L o r d  lo v e th , he 
c h a s te n e th , b u t it is a l it t le  h ard  to  rec 
o g n iz e  th e  D iv in e  a f fe c t io n  w h e n  r* 
s ta r ts  c h a s te n in g .

I t  m u st  b e  re a liz e d  th a t  n a tu re  is an 
in v o lv e d  s tru c tu re  w ith  a v a r ie ty  o f  i*1" 
te rre la te d  fa c to rs . A l l  n a tu ra l processes 
c e r ta in ly  are  d ire c te d  to  a n  u lt im a te  pur
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p ose. I t  is re a so n a b le  to  a ssu m e  th a t  
th is  u lt im a te  p u rp o se  is g o o d ; n o t n e ce s  
sa r ily  g o o d  a c c o r d in g  to  h u m a n  id e a s , 
b u t g o o d  in  te rm s o f  th e  d iv in e  p u rp o se  
its e lf . W e  m a y  e v e n  s tre tc h  o u r  c o n  
c e p tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p u rp o se  to  in  
c lu d e  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  u lt im a te  g o o d  
ca n  a n d  d oes in c lu d e  th e  co n ce p t o f  u l 
t im a te  h a p p in e ss . In  th e  la rg e  p la n  lo v e  
in c lu d e s  w is d o m , a n d  w isd o m  im p lie s  
th e  u n iv e rsa l in te n t  a n d  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
m e a n s.

M a n , a f r a g m e n t  in  a la r g e r  o r d e r  o f  
l ife , h a s  h is  o w n  w e ll-fo u n d e d  c o n v ic  
t io n s  a b o u t h a p p in e ss . H e  k n o w s  e x a c t  
ly  w h a t  h e w a n ts  b u t , as P y th a g o ra s  o b  
serv ed , o n ly  th e  g o d s k n o w  w h a t  h e  
n e ed s. T h e r e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a c e r ta in  
a m o u n t o f  c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
p la n  a n d  th e  h u m a n  p u rp o se .

In  a l it t le  a d o b e  h o u s e  in  o n e  o f  th e  
m o u n ta in  v illa g e s  o f  N e w  M e x ic o  th e r e  
is a sm a ll s ta tu e  o f  S t .  Jo se p h  in  a n ic h e  
b y  th e  d o o r. T h e  l it t le  f ig u re  stan d s 
w ith  its fa c e  to  th e  w a ll. T h e  reason  
fo r  th is  u n d ig n if ie d  p o s itio n  is th a t  S t . 
Jo se p h  is  b e in g  p u n ish e d . T h e  h o u se  
h o ld e r  p ray ed  to  th e  sa in t fo r  s o m e th in g  
th a t h e w a n te d . T h e  sa in t fa ile d  to  a n  
sw e r  th e  p ra y e r  an d  n o w  sta n d s in  d is  
g ra ce . H e  is b e in g  re p r im a n d e d  f o r  h is 
in d iffe re n c e  to  a p e r fe c tly  re a so n a b le  re  
q u e st. T h e r e  is n o t m u c h  d if fe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  th is  n a iv e  a tt itu d e  o f  a h u m b le  
M e x ic a n  fa m ily  a n d  th e  r e m a r k  w h ic h  
re c e n tly  c a m e  m y  w a y . A  c e r ta in  m a n  
su ffe r in g  f r o m  w h a t  h e re g a rd e d  as 
m o re  th a n  h is  p ro p e r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  
w o r ld ’s m is fo r tu n e , e x c la im e d  in  e x a s  
p e ra tio n , “ I f  G o d  d o e sn ’t tre a t  m e  b e tte r  
in  th e  fu tu r e  th a n  h e  h as  in  th e  p ast 
I ’m  n o t  g o in g  to  b e lie v e  in  h im  a n y  
m o re .”  W e  c a n  w e ll  im a g in e  h o w  d e e p  
ly  u p set D e ity  m u st  h a v e  b e en  by  th is  
p ro c la m a tio n  o f  in te n t .

T o  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  m e ta  
p h y s ic ia n s  D iv in e  L o v e  m e a n s  s im p ly  
in f in ite  p a t ie n c e , in f in ite  fo rg iv e n e ss , 
and  th e  in f in ite  g r a t if ic a t io n  o f  h u m a n  
" 'h im s ie s .  I t  h as n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  
th e  c u r b in g  o f  h u m a n  e x ce sses , th e  
P u n is h m e n t o f  h u m a n  fa u lts , o r  th e  
m o ld in g  o f  h u m a n  c h a r a c te r . T h e  h u  
m a n  b e in g  m e re ly  d e sire s  in f in ite  o p p o r  
tu n ity  to  d o  as h e  p leases w ith o u t  fe a r

o f  re tr ib u t io n  o r  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a n y  
re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  co n se q u e n c e s  o f  
h is  a c t iv it ie s . U n d e r  th is  d e f in it io n  it  
is d o u b tfu l w h e th e r  o r  n o t  w e  c a n  p ro v e 
th a t  G o d  is  in f in ite  in d u lg e n c e  in f in ite ly  
d is tr ib u te d .

S o m e  p eo p le  h a v e  tr ie d  r a is in g  c h ild r e n  
w ith o u t  c o r re c t io n  o r  d is c ip lin e . T h e y  
h a v e  s im p ly  le t  th e  l it t le  o n e s  g ro w  u p  
l ik e  w ild  flo w ers e x p r e s s in g  th e ir  o w n  
l it t le  se lv es w ith o u t  re s tr a in t  o r  a d m o n i 
t io n . T h e s e  c h ild r e n  h a v e  p ro v ed  th a t  
a n  u n k e p t  g a rd e n  so on  ru n s  to  w eed s . 
T h e  w ild  p o sies h av e  b e c o m e  a n u is a n c e  
to  th e ir  o w n  p a re n ts , a m e n a c e  to  th e  
n e ig h b o r s , an d  in  y ears to  c o m e  w ill
p ro v e  a d isa ste r  to  th e m se lv e s . I t  is n o  
m o re  p o ssib le  fo r  th e  h u m a n  p a re n t  to  
b u ild  a h o m e  w ith o u t  d is c ip lin e  th a n  it  
is  fo r  th e  u n iv e rsa l p a re n t to  m a in ta in  
th e  w o rld  w ith o u t  la w  a n d  o rd e r .

A s w e  lo o k  a b o u t  u s in  th e  w o rld
w e  see v ery  l it t le  o f  p e a ce , fr ie n d lin e s s , 
h a p p in e ss , se c u r ity , o r  p e rm a n e n ce  in  th e  
re la t io n s  o f  c re a te d  th in g s . E v e ry w h e re  
th e r e  is s tr ife  a n d  stress. E v e ry w h e re  
m e n  n o u r is h  h e re d ita ry  ills , tra d it io n a l
fa u lts ,  a n d  in d iv id u a l in te m p e ra n c e . I f  
G o d  c re a te d  th e  w o rld  an d  its c re a tu re s , 
th is  sa m e  G o d  m u s t  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  in  
se c u r ity  is e ss e n tia l to  th e  u lt im a te  f u l  
f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  d iv in e  p la n  a n d  th e  d i 
v in e  p u rp o se s . E v e ry w h e re  in  n a tu re
w e  see th a t  h a p p in e ss  is o n ly  p o ssib le  
w h e n  h u m a n  b e in g s  re g u la te  th e ir  o w n  
c o n d u c t  a n d  c o m e  in to  a v o lu n ta ry  u n ity  
o f  p u rp o se . A s  th e  A r a b ia n  N ig h ts  
say s , “ H a p p in e s s  m u st  b e  e a rn e d .”  T o  
b e  h a p p y  w e  m u st  o b ey  th e  la w s o f  o u r  
k in d . W e  m u st m a k e  in te g r ity  th e  ru le  
o f  o u r  l iv in g , an d  w e  m u st  t ra n s m u te  
se lf ish n e ss  an d  p r id e  in to  u n se lfish n e ss  
a n d  h u m ility . W e  m u st  l iv e  w e ll i f  w e  
e x p e c t  to  g a th e r  th e  h a rv e st  t h a t  re w a rd s  
r ig h t  l iv in g . I f  w e  ch o o se  to  liv e  b a d ly  
w e  m u st  s u ffe r , a n d  o u r  w o rld  m u st 
u n d e r g o  w a r , p e s tile n c e , c r im e , a n d  p o v  
e r ty . T h i s  is  n o t b e c a u se  G o d  d is lik e s  
u s ; ra th e r  it b e a rs  w itn e ss  to  a su p re m e  
w is d o m  d is c ip lin in g  a ll c re a tu re s  to w ard  
th e ir  o w n  p ro te c tio n .

T h e r e  is n o  ta n g ib le  p ro o f  o f  a n y  
k in d  th a t  D e ity  is in te re s te d  or c o n  
c e r n e d  w ith  th e  e c o n o m ic  su ccess or 
fa ilu r e  o f  a n y  o f  I t s  d iv e rs ifie d  p ro g e n y .
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O u r  p h y s ica l th e o ry  o f  su ccess  is o u r  
o w n  c r e a tio n , w h ic h  g a in s  n o  su p p o rt 
f ro m  n a tu r e ’s g o d  o r  n a tu r e ’s la w s. I f  
h u m a n  b e in g s  w a n t  to  d ev o te  t h e ir  t im e  
a n d  e n e rg y  to  a m a s s in g  fo r tu n e s  o r  
b u ild in g  te m p o ra l e m p ire s , so  m u c h  th e  
w o rse  fo r  h u m a n  b e in g s . I f  th e y  fin d  
th e  ru le s  o f  th e  g a m e  w h ic h  th e y  h av e  
cre a te d  d if f ic u lt  o r  u n c o m fo r ta b le , it is 
u p  to  th e m  to  c h a n g e  th e  ru le s . A  
sw e e p in g  re fo r m  in  re lig io u s  a ttitu d e s  
is o v e rd u e . F o r  n e a r ly  tw o  th o u sa n d  
y ea rs  th e  c h u r c h  h a s  b e e n  c o m p r o m is in g  
its  s p ir itu a l te a c h in g s  in  o rd e r  to  c a te r  
to  th e  w h im s  o f  th e  r ic h , th e  p o w e rfu l, 
a n d  th e  se lf ish . W h i le  th is  p o licy  is 
m a in ta in e d , b o th  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  th e  
la ity  a re  d e p riv e d  o f  h o n e s t  re lig io u s  
e d u c a tio n .

A  la rg e  p a rt  o f  th e o lo g ic a l  c re ed  an d  
d o g m a  is in s u p p o rta b le  in  te rm s  o f  h u  
m a n  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e r e  is n o  in d ic a tio n  
o f  an y  k in d  th a t  o n e  re lig io n  o f  th e  
w o rld  is  fa v o re d  a b o v e  a n o th e r , o r  is 
m o re  a c c e p ta b le  to  D e ity . T h e  c h u r c h  
te lls  us th a t  m ir a c le s  a re  a p ro o f o f  d i 
v in e  fa v o r . I f  th is  is tru e , th e n  th e  
d e m o cra cy  o f  fa ith s  is  p ro v ed  b e y o n d  
d o u b t. M ira c le s  a re  m o re  c o m m o n ly  m e t 
w ith  a m o n g  p r im itiv e  p a g a n  p eo p le  th a n

in  th e  so p h is tica te d  c h u rc h e s  w h ic h  w e 
l ik e  to  t h in k  o f  as tru e  a n d  o r th o d o x . 
T h e  A fr ic a n  W itc h  D o c to r , th e  F i j i  I s  
la n d  M e d ic in e  M a n , th e  Ja p a n e s e  S h in to  
P r ie s t ,  th e  M o h a m m e d a n  F a k ir ,  an d  th e  
S ib e r ia n  S h a m a n , h av e  a w id e  a ss o rt  
m e n t  o f  a cco m p lish e d  m ira c le s  to  th e ir  
c re d it . T h e  F i j i  f ire  w a lk in g  ce re m o n y  
in  w h ic h  th e  n a tiv e s  w a n d e r  b a r e fo o t  
th r o u g h  a  tre n c h  o f  re d -h o t c o a ls , seem s 
to  in d ic a te  th a t  th ey  possess co n s id e ra b le  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  s p ir itu a l la w s o f  l ife . 
T h e  a v e ra g e  C h r is t ia n  sh o w s lit t le  in  
c l in a t io n  to  p ro v e th e  s tre n g th  o f  h is  c o n  
v ic tio n s  by  su ch  d e m o n stra t io n s  o f  c o u r  
a g e  a n d  fo r t itu d e .

In  th e  c ity  o f  F 'a te h p u r-S ik r i  th e re  is 
th e  to m b  o f  a ce le b ra te d  M o h a m m e d a n

h o ly  m a n . T h i s  i llu s tr io u s  s a in t  p ro p h . 
es ied  th e  b ir th  o f  a n  h e ir  to  o n e  0 f  
th e  e m p e ro rs  o f  th e  M o g u l d yn asty  
H is  to m b  h a s b e c o m e  a  sh r in e  f o r  those 
d e s ir in g  c h ild r e n . T h e  w a lls  o f  the 
to m b  a re  o f  m a r b le , b e a u tifu lly  carved 
in  a  d e s ig n  a lm o s t  as f in e  as la ce . I t 
is th e  t ra d it io n a l c u s to m  f o r  th o se  w ho 
co m e  to  p ra y  to  lea v e  a  to k e n  i f  the 
p ra y e r  is a n s w e re d . T h i s  to k e n  u sually  
ta k e s  th e  fo r m  o f  a sm a ll p iece  o f  clo th  
w h ic h  is t ie d  th ro u g h  th e  o p e n w o rk  
c a rv in g  o f  th e  m a r b le  w a lls . T o d a y  
th o u sa n d s  o f  th e s e  l it t le  to k e n s  o rn a  
m e n t  th e  to m b  as p ro o fs  th a t  pray ers 
fo r  c h ild re n  h a v e  b e e n  a n sw e re d .

W h i le  v is it in g  a S h in to  sh r in e  n ear 
N a r a  in  Ja p a n  m y  a t te n t io n  w a s ca lled  
to  a p y ra m id  co m p o se d  o f  th o u sa n d s  of 
sm a ll b o w ls  o f  r ic e . T h i s  p a rticu la r  
s h r in e  a lso  b e sto w e d  fe r t i l i ty , an d  th e 
re co rd s c o n ta in  n u m e ro u s  in c r e d ib le  ac 
c o u n ts  o f  p a re n ts  w h o  h ad  c h ild re n  even 
a f te r  m o d e rn  m e d ica l e x p e rts  h a d  pro 
n o u n c e d  th e  p a re n ts  h o p e less ly  sterile . 
E a c h  b o w l o f  r ic e  re p re se n ts  a  ch ild  bo rn  
a f te r  y ears o f  w a itin g .

A s  o n e  tra v e ls  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  w orld  
o b se r v in g  th e  s in c e r ity  o f  th e  fo llow ers 
o f  v a rio u s  fa ith s , a n d  se e in g  h o w  com  
p le te ly  th e se  re lig io n s  so lv e  p ro b le m s and 
b e sto w  c o m fo r t  a n d  a b id in g  p e a ce , it is 
v ery  d if f ic u lt  to  w o r k  u p  m u c h  e n th u  
s ia sm  o n  th e  th e m e  o f  re lig io u s  in to l 
e ra n c e . A s  th e  o ld  p rie s t o f  a M o h a m  
m e d a n  m o s q u e  in  N o r th  A fr ic a  to ld  m e , 
“ I t  is n o t th e  g o d  you  w o rs h ip , b u t th e 
fa ith  in  y o u r o w n  h e a rt  a n d  th e  s in ce r  
ity  o f  y o u r o w n  p u rp o se  th a t  a cco m  
p lish e s  w o n d e r s .” T h e  su ffic ie n cy  of 
d if fe re n t  re lig io n s  to  th e  n e e d s o f  th e ir  
p eo p le  a n d  to  th e  t im e s  a n d  p laces in 
w h ic h  th e y  flo u r ish e d  is th e  fa c t  proved  
b y  e x p e r ie n c e . C re e d a l l im ita t io n s  an d  
re lig io u s  p re ju d ic e s , a lth o u g h  th e y  can  
b e  su sta in e d  by a v a rie ty  o f  in g e n io u s  
a r g u m e n ts , a re  n o t d e m o n stra b le  o r  prov* 
a b le  by re co u rse  to  th in g s  k n o w n  and 
seen . I t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th e r e fo re  th a t  w e 
sh o u ld  a p p ro a c h  th e  m y ste ry  o f  f altn  
w ith  a g e n e ro u s  a n d  k in d ly  sp ir it , e v ef 
m in d fu l  o f  o u r  o w n  sh o r tc o m in g s .

I t  re q u ire s  a  b ro a d  a n d  d eep  u n 4 e ,̂ 
s ta n d in g  to  b e a r  w ith  d ig n ity  th e  
o f  le a d e rsh ip  in  a n y  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  b
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in g . In  th e  p ro fe ss io n s  a n d  sc ie n ce s , 
o f  c o u rs e , th e r e  a re  s ta n d a rd s  by w h ic h  
e x c e lle n c e  m ay  b e  m e a su re d  a n d  e s ti 
m a te d . A  g r e a t  p h y s ic ia n  is  re c o g n iz e d  
by  h is  su ccess  in  t r e a t in g  ra re  a n d  d iff i  
c u lt  d ise a se s . T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  m u s ic ia n  
is ju d g e d  b y  a  ju r y  o f  h is  o w n  k in d . 
H is  te c h n iq u e  re s u lts  f r o m  y ears o f  p ra c  
t ic e , a n d  h is  p e r fo rm a n c e  re v e a ls  h is  
c re a tiv e  o r  in te rp r e tiv e  s k i l l .  T h e  b r il  
l ia n t  in d u s tr ia lis t  m u st  e m e rg e  f r o m  a n  
in te n se ly  c o m p e tit iv e  p a t te r n , a n d  th is  
e m e rg e n c e  is in  its e lf  p ro o f t h a t  he pos 
sesses so m e  m e a su re  o f  s u p e r io r ity  in  h is 
ch o se n  f ie ld .

In  r e lig io n  a n d  p h ilo so p h y , h o w e v e r , 
g re a tn e s s  is m o re  d if f ic u lt  to  e s t im a te . 
T h e r e  is o n ly  o n e  p ro o f  o f  th e  s ig n if i  
c a n ce  o f  a  d o c tr in e , a n d  t h a t  is th e  c o n  
se q u e n ce s  o f  th a t  d o c tr in e  rev e a le d  
th r o u g h  th e  test o f  t im e . A  re lig io n  o r  
p h ilo so p h y , to  b e  re g a rd e d  as tru ly  s ig  
n if ic a n t , m u st  su rv iv e  t im e  a n d  p lace  
b o u n d a r ie s  o f  its  in c e p tio n . I t  m u st  b e  
g r e a te r  th a n  th e  p e rso n a lity  o f  its  le a d e r , 
a n d  its  c o n se q u e n c e s  m u st  b e  co n s is te n t  
ly b e n e fic ia l . I t  m u st b e sto w  u p o n  its  
fo llo w e rs  a g e n u in e  im p e tu s  to w a rd  se lf-  
im p r o v e m e n t a lo n g  p ra c tic a l  a n d  d e 
m o n s tra b le  l in e s . I n  th e  id io m  o f  o u r 
t im e , it must wor\.

I f  it sh o u ld  so  h a p p e n  t h a t  a m a n  o r  
w o m a n  fe e ls  a n  irre s is tib le  im p u lse  to  
fo u n d  a f a ith , e s ta b lish  a p h ilo so p h y , o r  
re fo r m  so m e e x is t in g  in s t i tu t io n , a la rg e  
m e a su re  o f  th o u g h tfu ln e s s  is in d ic a te d . 
E n th u s ia s m  is a v a lu a b le  asse t b u t  d is  
c re tio n  is in d isp e n sa b le .

A s th e  C h in e s e  h av e  so  w ise ly  ob  
serv ed , “ T h e r e  is n o th in g  n ew  u n d e r  th e  
s u n .” T h e  p o te n tia l i llu m in a to r  o r  re  
f o r m e r  sh o u ld  re a liz e  th a t  in  th e  co u rse  
o f  t im e  a n u m b e r  o f  b r il l ia n t ly  e q u ip p e d  
in d iv id u a ls  h av e  b e en  m o tiv a te d  b y  th e  
sa m e  g e n e ro u s  p u rp o se  th a t  is p ossess 
in g  h is  p re se n t a t te n t io n . E v e ry  ra ce  
a n d  n a tio n  h a s  g e n e r a te d  h e ro ic  so u ls 
d e d ica te d  to  th e  im p r o v e m e n t o f  m a n  
k in d . E a c h  o f  th e s e  le a d e rs  w a s n o t 
o n ly  in s p ire d  to  a h ig h  c a l l in g , b u t in  
th e  co u rse  o f  h is  m in is try  g a in e d  a b ro a d  
e x p e r ie n c e  in h u m a n  v a lu e s . T h e  liv es  
a n d  w o rk s  o f  th ese  tru ly  g r e a t  te a ch e rs  
a re  a p rice le ss  h e r ita g e  o f  g u id a n c e  an d  
in s tr u c t io n .

W h e th e r  it  b e  P la to  o r  B u d d h a , Je su s  
o r  M o h a m m e d , C o n fu c iu s  o r  Z o r o a s te r , 
a ll o f  th e  w o rld  sa v io rs  a n d  m e ss ia h s , 
p h ilo so p h e rs  a n d  m y s tic s , h av e  c o m e  to  
o n e  in e v ita b le  c o n c lu s io n . T h i s  c o n  
c lu s io n  is n o t o n ly  ju s tif ie d  b y  th e  e x  
p e r ie n ce  o f  a g e s , b u t  is p ro v a b le  in  o u r  
o w n  t im e  a n d  in  a n y  p la ce  w h e r e in  w e 
m a y  ch o o se  to  te s t  th e  b a s ic  q u a lit ie s  o f 
h u m a n  n a tu re . T h i s  d y n a m ic a lly  s ta tic  
fa c t  is th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  h u m a n  be 
in g s  d o  n o t d e s ire  to  b e  i l lu m in a te d , 
p e r fe c te d , o r  in s tr u c te d  if  th e  n e w  d o c  
tr in e  co n flic ts  w ith  b e lie fs  a lre a d y  h e ld  
a n d  ch e r is h e d . N o  r e fo r m e r  w ill g e t 
f a r  u n til  h e a d ju s ts  h is  o w n  e n th u s ia s m  
to  th is  in e v ita b le .

T h e  re a so n  fo r  th is  im p a sse  in  p ro g  
re ss  is  o b v io u s i f  w e  re la x  lo n g  e n o u g h  
to  p e r m it  re a lit ie s  to  re v e a l th e m se lv e s . 
N o  h u m a n  b e in g  ca n  w h o le h e a rte d ly  
su p p o rt o r  co m p le te ly  su b s c r ib e  to  a n y  
id e a , n o t io n , o r  b e lie f  w h ic h  is  b e y o n d  
h is  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e . E a c h  o f  us h a s  a  
re fe re n c e  f r a m e , a co d e  b u ilt  u p  b y  th e  
im p a c t  o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s  u p o n  th e  su b tle  
su b s ta n ce  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss . N in e ty  p er 
c e n t  o f  h u m a n ity  h a s  n o  p e rsp e ctiv e  b e  
yon d  th e  im m in e n t  c o n d it io n  o f d a ily  
l ife . M o s t  o f  a ll ,  th is  v a st g ro u p  h as n o  
s p ir itu a l a m b it io n  to  e x p lo re  la r g e r  w ay s 
o f  l iv in g . W h a t  w e k n o w  n o th in g  
a b o u t  d oes n o t seem  s u ff ic ie n tly  im p o r  

ta n t  to  re q u ir e  in v e s tig a tio n .
T h e  p o p u la r  b e lie f  th a t  m a n k in d  is 

p a n tin g  a f te r  w isd o m  a n d  p ru d e n c e  is 
n o t  d e m o n stra b le  o u ts id e  o f  l im ite d  
g ro u p s  a lre a d y  co n c e rn e d  w ith  a d v a n ce d  
th o u g h t . F o r  th e  m o st p a rt th e  w o rld  
n o t o n ly  d o es  n o t  k n o w , b u t  is d e lig h t  
fu lly  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  it  d oes 
n o t k n o w . B e in g  u n a w a re  o f  its  ig n o  
ra n c e , it is  u n a w a re  o f  i ts  o w n  in a d e  
q u a cy  an d  is p e r fe c tly  w ill in g  to  a c c e p t  
its  b e n ig h te d n e s s  a n d  th a t  o f  its k in d  
as n o rm a l a n d  p ro p e r ; in  f a c t  d e s ira b le . 
K n o w le d g e  in fe rs  re s p o n s ib ility , re s p o n  
s ib ility  su g g e sts  b u rd e n , a n d  o n ly  h e ro es  
a re  a n x io u s  to  a ssu m e  b u rd e n s .

N o  s p ir itu a l tra d it io n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  
p o p u la r iz e d  u n til  its  d o c tr in e  h as b e e n  
co m p r o m is e d . T h e  g r e a t  re lig io u s  le a d e rs  
h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  in s tr u c to rs  o f  s m a ll 
g ro u p s . C o n s id e r , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  r ise  
o f  B u d d h is m .
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T e c h n ic a l ly ,  G a u ta m a  B u d d h a  w a s  a 
p h ilo s o p h ic  a g n o s t ic . H e  re fu sed  u n d e r  
a n y  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  d iscu ss  th e  n a tu re  
o f  G o d  o r  to  d e lv e  in to  a b s tr a c t io n s  c o n  
c e r n in g  u n iv e rsa l c re a tio n s , d iv in e  h ie r  
a r c h ie s , o r  th e  sp ir itu a l b e in g s  in h a b it  
in g  th e  in v is ib le  w o rld . H e  d e c la re d  all 
su c h  d iscu ss io n  to  b e  u n p ro fita b le . H is  
m is s io n  w a s  to  rev e a l a  n a tu ra l p a tte rn  
f o r  h u m a n  c o n d u c t . H e  w a s  s e a r c h in g  
f o r  a m o ra l co d e  t h a t  d id  n o t  c o n flic t  
w ith  th e  u n iv e rsa lity  a n d  im p e rso n a lity  
e v e r y w h e re  e v id e n t  in  th e  w o r k in g s  o f  
n a tu r a l  la w .

M o re  th a n  tw o  h u n d re d  y ea rs  a f te r  
B u d d h a ’s d e a th  th e  E m p e r o r  A s o k a  c o n  
v e n e d  a c o n g re g a tio n  o f  a r h a ts , th e  B u d  
d h is t  p a tr ia r c h s , to  d e te r m in e  th e  g e n u  
in e  te a c h in g s  o f  G a u ta m a  B u d d h a . I t  
w a s  th r o u g h  th is  a ss e m b la g e  t h a t  th e  
B u d d h is t  ca n o n s  w e re  d e fin e d . I t  w a s 
th is  in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h ica l 
t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  g r e a t  sag e  t h a t  B u d  
d h is m  to o k  on  th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f  a w o rld  
r e l ig io n . R itu a l  g ra d u a lly  c re p t  in , rites  
w e re  p ro scr ib e d , a n d  sects w e re  se t u p  
w ith in  th e  la r g e r  s tru c tu re . W h i le  B u d  
d h is m  n e v e r  d ev e lo p ed  th e  in to le ra n c e  
w h ic h  h as  d is tin g u ish e d  so  m a n y  cre e d s 
a n d  e x t in g u is h e d  th e ir  sp ir itu a l s ig n if i  
c a n c e , B u d d h is m  g ra d u a lly  c h a n g e d  fro m  
a n  in d iv id u a l p a th  o f  se lf - im p ro v e m e n t 
to  a c o lle c tiv e  fa ith .

T o d a y  o v e r  fo r ty  A s ia t ic  n a t io n s  a re  
d o m in a te d  b y  th e  B u d d h is t ic  re lig io n . 
N e a r ly  tw o  h u n d re d  sec ts  in te rp r e t  a c  
c o r d in g  to  th e ir  o w n  c o n v ic t io n s  th e  
w o rd s  o f  th e  M a s te r  a n d  th e  c o m m e n  

ta r ie s  o f  h is  a rh a ts . S h r in e s  an d  te m p le *  
r ise  in  ev e ry  c o m m u n ity , a n d  th o u sa n d s 
o f  d eserted  m o n u m e n ts  a re  sca ttered  
a b o u t  in  ju n g le s , d e se rts , m o u n ta in  fa st 
n e sses , a n d  th e  d e p th s  o f  v a lle y s . C o u n t 
less im a g e s  o f  B u d d h a , h is  sa in ts , and  
th e  d iv in e  b e in g s  w h ic h  m a k e  u p  th e 
B u d d h is t  p a n th e o n  o r n a m e n t  a lta rs 
c ro ssro a d s , a n d  th e  w a lls  o f  ca v es . T h e  
m a n  h im s e lf  h a s  b e c o m e  a  g o d  served  
by  m o re  th a n  e ig h ty  th o u sa n d  g o d lin g s . 
A l l  o f  h is  d o c tr in e s  h a v e  b e e n  co m  
p ro m is e d ; th e  m o re  sev e re  g e n e ra lly  n e g  
le c te d . H is  s im p le  la w s  o f  l i f e  h av e 
b e co m e  in v o lv e d  in  m a g ic  a n d  so rcery  
u n t il  l i t t le  o f  h is  g e n tle  a n d  g e n e ro u s  
th o u g h t  is re a d ily  a v a ila b le . T h u s  h u  
m a n ity  m o ld s  g r e a t  te a c h in g s  to  its  o w n  
c o n v e n ie n c e , r e -c lo th in g  th e  n e w  in  th e  
w e ll-w o rn  a n d  a ccu s to m e d  v e s tm e n ts  o f  
th e  o ld . B u d d h is m  is  th e  p re se n t n am e 
f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  th e se  s im p le  p e o p le  a l 
w a y s b e lie v e d .

I s  it  s u rp r is in g  th e n  th a t  th e  th o u g h t  
fu l r e fo r m e r  is in c lin e d  to  l im it  his 
te a c h in g  to  s m a lle r  g ro u p s  o f  selected  
p e rso n s, in  th e  h o p e  o f  th u s  in s u r in g  th e  
m in im u m  o f  m is in te r p r e ta t io n ?  A  d oc 
t r in e  g iv e n  to  a ll th e  p eo p le  is g ra d u a lly  
b u t  in e v ita b ly  c o rru p te d  to  m e e t th e  de 
m a n d s  o f  a ll th e  p e o p le . B u t  w e  sh o u ld  
n o t le a v e  th e  im p re ss io n  th a t  p ro g ress 
in  re lig io n  a n d  p h ilo so p h y  is im p o ss ib le . 
O u t  o f  B u d d h a ’s te a c h in g s  tw o  g re a t 
la w s , re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  k a r m a , h a v e  su r 
v iv e d . T h i s  su rv iv a l h a s  n o t  b e n e fite d  
th e  m a n y  so  m u c h  as it  h a s  g u id e d  th e  
c o n d u c t  o f  th e  fe w . M o st  B u d d h is ts  be 
l ie v e  in r e in c a r n a tio n  an d  k a r m a , b u t 
th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e m  a lso  b e lie v e  th a t 
th e se  la w s c a n  b e  v a rio u sly  c o m p ro m ise d  
a n d  e v a d e d . T h e  la m a , fo r  e x a m p le , 
is  q u ite  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  h e  c a n  re lie v e  
h im s e lf  o f  th e  s in s  o f  f iv e  h u n d re d  in  
c a r n a t io n s  b y  a fe w  tu rn s  o f  th e  p ray er 
w h e e l. H e  a lso  b e lie v e s  th a t  th e  w in d  
f lu tte r in g  th r o u g h  th e  fo ld s  o f  th e  p ra y e r  
f la g  c a n  b r in g  fo rg iv e n e s s  f o r  te n  th o u  
sa n d  m isd e e d s . T h i s  sa v o rs  ra th e r  
s tro n g ly  o f  a d o c tr in e  o f  v ic a r io u s  a to n e  
m e n t . M a n y  B u d d h is t  sec ts  a r e  a lso  
h ig h ly  o p tim is tic  a b o u t  th e  a tta in m e n t 
o f  th e  u lt im a te  n ir v a n a . T o  B u d d h a  
h im s e lf , n ir v a n a  w a s a tta in a b le  o n ly  as 
th e  re s u lt  o f  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  in n e r  u n -
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derstanding and the exhaustion of the 
karmic debt of all previous lives. It was 
a remote end to be striven for through 
countless lives to come. Many sects, 
however, pretend that they can bestow 
nirvanic bliss as a result of repeating 
certain mantrams and by an assortment 
of magical processes.

Buddha taught that at death the sattva 
or Self departed into a condition deter 
mined by the merit of action alone. 
Northern Buddhists, however, practice 
the Bardo. They appoint a priest to sit 
by the dying man. This priest instructs 
the departing sattva so that it may tri 
umphantly hasten to the Western Para 
dise where it will enjoy ages of bliss 
prior to rebirth. It is unlikely that Gau 
tama Buddha could recognize his faith 
in its present form, and even less likely 
that he would sanction its practices.

After contemplating these popular 
amendments to a noble teaching, we are 
apt to make superficial observations 
about the corruption of the priestcraft. 
The moment a religion shows signs of 
compromising its integrity we like to 
lay the fault on the doorstep of the 
clergy. We say that honest humanity 
which wants pure and unadulterated 
faith is being victimized and deceived 
by delinquent theologians.

But who are these theologians? 
Whence come the priests, the abbots, 
the monks, the nuns, and the acolytes? 
They are not a class apart or a race 
created to exploit their fellow man. The 
clergy is part of humanity itself, for the 
most part sincere, devout, and self-sacri 
ficing. Most of the old lamas are do 
ing the best they know. They are teach 
ing their religion, according to their own 
light, to others who demand approxi 
mately what they are getting.

The priesthood like the doctrine itself 
is a victim of popular inertia and pop 
ular incapacity. Whether it be the hill 
tribes of high Tartary or the shepherds 
tending their flocks in the rocky land 
of Syria makes little difference; com 
mon folk with small requirements and 
less perspective will follow only that 
which they can understand. They can 
understand only that which they al 
ready know, plus a few obvious over 

tones. If the doctrine departs from their 
understanding they simply depart from 
the doctrine. The shepherd is primarily 
concerned with maintaining and increas 
ing his flock, and with his personal life 
which is his home and family. To him 
major calamities are droughts, low mar 
ket prices, and diseases of cattle. He is 
far more interested in the length of 
wool than he is in breadth of viewpoint. 
When one of his enterprises goes awry 
he seeks consolation from the family or 
community priest. He wants to know 
why misfortune has come to him and 
what he can do about it. He is not in 
terested in the rest of humanity, its poli 
tics, its philosophies, or its sciences. 
There is no use discussing with such a 
man the broad implications of universal 
law. He can see no distinct relation 
ship of cause and effect in his own re 
stricted pattern. He wants to be com 
forted. He is willing to pray a little 
and make a small contribution to a near 
by church. If these fail he is likely to 
revert to the practices of his ancestors. 
He will take three hard pebbles, a strand 
of wool, and some seeds of grain, wrap 
them in a square of homespun cloth, 
and bury them under a rock at one 
comer of his grazing ground. This 
infallible remedy was imparted to him 
by his grandmother when he was a 
small boy, and he believes it to be more 
powerful than all the philosophies of 
the world when a mysterious malady 
breaks out in a flock of sheep.

This conflict of ideas arises from the 
simple fact that the priest of the pre 
vailing religion is incapable of curing 
the sick sheep. The shepherd wants 
action, not words. He does not want 
to be told to be patient under adversity; 
he wants miracles, because miracles are 
the only immediate remedy for the im 
mediate difficulty. It is an old story. 
We want what we want and we want 
it now. If our religion does not meet 
this need we begin looking for a new 
religion, or else we go back to an old 
one sanctified by tradition.

It is not a long step from a Mongolian 
sheepherder to an American business 
man. The financial considerations are 
larger, the problems are more complex,
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but the basic instincts are unchanged. 
Life is made up of a variety of circum 
stances, many of which are unpleasant 
and uncomfortable. The average man 
does not desire to become learned or 
virtuous. He wants to be successful in 
the enterprises in which he is presently 
engaged. He has a general formula 
which defines his code of conduct. He 
is doing the best he can, and he sees no 
reason why his feeble efforts should not 
produce monumental results. He is 
selfish, envious, slightly dishonest, a little 
intolerant, more or less stubborn, and 
inclined to be indolent. But because he 
is doing the best he can he feels that 
the universe should not pick on him 
and burden his life with misfortunes.

Most of all the average man is busy. 
He has more to do than he can possibly 
accomplish, and he is subject to a variety 
of interruptions, interferences, obliga 
tions and responsibilities. He is work 
ing long hours or loafing through them, 
and his possessions, be their quantity 
great or small, demand his undivided 
attention. It is evident that in his 
present situation he has neither the time 
nor energy for abstract speculations 
about the curvature of the continual or 
the disposition of Deity. Periodically 
this tired and harrassed mortal is vaguely 
aware that his politicians are not worth 
the taxes he pays to support them, and 
that the international bankers are re 
sponsible for his financial instability. 
At such moments he may become civic- 
minded. After a brief contact, however, 
with local government he is more em 
bittered than before, and retires to some 
quiet spot to lick his wounds and 
moan about his unhappy lot.

When this man turns to religion he 
wants results, not some abstract formula 
about universal behavior and its inevit 
able consequences. There is only one 
thing that will help this man and that 
is a miracle, and a sizeable miracle at 
that. Either his faith will get him out 
of his present trouble or like the simple 
shepherd he will get out of his faith and 
seek one that offers larger advantages.

Organized religions cannot depart too 
far from the world in which they at 
tempt to function without destroying

themselves. These faiths serve certain 
useful purposes, or at least they contrib 
ute something to social order and prog 
ress, but the growth must be gradual 
and the human family must be educated 
in easy stages. Religion, like nearly 
every other human institution, functions 
according to laws of supply and demand. 
The human family can secure for itself 
any spiritual standard which it demands 
in audible tones. There has never been 
a time when advanced knowledge has 
not been available, but the demand for 
that knowledge has been limited to mi 
norities who have developed mentally and 
spiritually above the level of their times.

All teachers in religious fields are 
aware of that ailment of the psyche 
known as spiritual indigestion. An in 
dividual instructed in philosophical or 
mystical truths which are beyond his 
normal comprehension inevitably gets 
into trouble. That which he cannot in 
terpret he misinterprets. That which he 
cannot understand he misunderstands. 
There is nothing in the world more dis 
tressing to behold than a noble spiritual 
conviction deformed by ignorance. Jesus 
warned his disciples not to cast pearls 
before swine, and the ancient admoni 
tion is still good.

When spiritually informed persons de 
cline to make their doctrines public it is 
usual to accuse them of philosophical 
■snobbishness. Such accusation, unless 
justified by an obvious dereliction, is 
unfounded and unreasonable. Wisdom, 
like happiness, must be earned. Persons 
not willing to improve themselves 
through discipline and consecration to 
high principles cannot be safely en 
trusted with a knowledge which they 
could abuse to the injury of themselves 
and others.

The secrecy prescribed by the ancient 
mystery schools was not motivated by 
any desire to keep knowledge from the 
public. The rule of silence was dictated 
by experience. Wisdom should not be 
brought down to the level of ignorant 
persons. The truth seeker must raise 
himself to the level of wisdom. Even 
this is not an arbitrary rule but one 
founded in nature. The simple fact is 
that the truth cannot be brought down
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without distortion and compromise. A 
truth distorted or compromised is no 
longer a truth, but becomes part of that 
collective error with which we are al 
ready so heavily burdened.

Thus in all matters, whether they re 
late to the broad requirements of all 
mankind or to the more intimate per 
sonal requirements of the individual, 
nature must teach the proper way of ac 
tion. That which nature denies, man 
should hesitate to advance. That which 
nature demands, man must supply or 
vanish into limbo. Nature’s way is one 
of slow and persistent growth. Each 
creature is taught the lessons of its own 
survival. It is led step by step through 
the labyrinth of matter until in the end 
it becomes aware of its needs. Once 
the human being recognizes his short 
comings and realizes that only a larger 
wisdom can preserve its economy, he is 
qualified to receive instruction. When 
this time comes no power in heaven or 
earth can prevent man from attaining 
his spiritual majority.

When the fatal hour strikes and the 
need for wisdom dominates every other 
consideration, the truth seeker becomes

aware of the rich philosophical heritage 
which has descended to him from the 
great thinkers of the past. It is the 
privilege and duty of all religious lead 
ers to set up landmarks for those who 
come after them. Each contribution to 
the collective wisdom of the race en 
riches the general treasury of knowl 
edge. All efforts, large and small, are 
fragments of a universal impulse to 
ward sufficiency. Although the religious 
idealist may feel that no one has been 
mindful of his words and no one has 
grasped the import of his message, 
nothing is lost in nature. In the full 
ness of time each human ideal bears its 
fruit and nourishes the soul hunger of 
humanity.

It is not important whether we suc 
ceed or fail in our own time. That 
which is true can never perish. That 
which is false can never survive. All 
truth is part of one truth and is by na 
ture immortal. Nothing can prevent 
humanity from attaining the state of 
wisdom, but no one, not even the Su 
preme Being can force humanity to 
grow more rapidly than experience can 
point the way.

T H E SHIP OF STA TE

The citizens of Athens preserved in their Navy yard a ship upon which, 
according to tradition, Theseus made his great expedition to Crete. Each year this 
ship made a ceremonial voyage to Delos as part of a most solemn and elaborate 
ritual. During the time that the galley of Theseus was absent it was unlawful 
to execute any condemned person. It was for this reason that the execution of 
the philosopher Socrates was delayed for thirty days.

It has been opined by an astronomer that if it were not for the sun’s attraction, 
Jupiter, because of its size, would kidnap the other planets and add them to the 
flock of nine moons which already circle about it.



#  A man is superior only if he has a superior conviction. If we apply the 
convictions of Universals to the particulars of action we will bind the world 
to the pinnacles of Olympus by a golden chain of spiritual certainties

The Golden Chain of Homer
T H E  CHAIN OF CAUSES W HICH CONNECTS SPIR IT AND M ATTER

' P H E  great ancient mystic, Robert 
A Fludd, reproduces in one of his 

large volumes a curious engraving rep 
resenting the universe. This engraving 
shows a chain of many links descending 
from the Light of God and attached to 
the hand of a figure representing nature. 
This chain which unites God and na 
ture is a source and inspiration for much 
literature. I have a number of al 
chemical manuscripts devoted to an in 
terpretation of the links of this chain, 
and in some of these works the chain 
is made of a series of chemical symbols 
linked together. In the writings of some 
of the medieval Rosicrucians and Illu 
minati, reference is made to this chain as 
the Golden Chain of Homer.

The idea originates in Homer’s refer 
ence to the chain that binds the earth 
to the Pinnacle of Olympus, the Chain 
of the World. Those acquainted with 
the more modern theosophical idea will 
recognize the chain of globes, rounds 
and races which is part of that philo 
sophical system. But I like to go back 
to the origin of the idea as we find it 
in the classical thinking, because the 
implications are even larger than the 
rounds and races. The implications re 
late to the great systems of emanations 
by which the Supreme Universal Spirit 
is bound to the mundane sphere. 
Through an understanding of this chain 
of connecting links we develop a more 
adequate perspective on the problems of 
philosophy.

In the last year or two we have had 
an increasing sense of the necessity for 
self-orientation. By self-orientation we

mean that the individual finds his rela 
tionship to himself and to the larger 
Self to which he is bound by this Chain 
of Causes. It seems to me useless to at 
tempt a solution of particular problems 
without a knowledge of general causes. 
Nearly all of us are by nature opportun 
ists, and when various ailments or mis 
fortunes arise we are inclined to attempt 
the correction of the present evils by a 
present means. We treat particulars 
with particulars. The pharmacopoeia of 
medicine, for example, is loaded with 
specific remedies for specific ailments. 
The question has always been pres 
ent in medicine as to why these 
specifics do not work in a number 
of cases. Although indicated in the 
treatment of certain failings or short 
comings of the flesh, it is still illegal 
to advertise any remedy as a cure. 
What is the difference between a rem 
edy and a cure? A very great difference. 
A remedy is a means of lessening symp 
toms; of increasing the comfort of the 
individual; of mitigating the evils and 
corruptions of the disease. But a rem 
edy is only a help; not a solution. It is 
only a means of combating the ailment 
without promise of a cure. Most of our 
philosophy and religion is geared to the 
same pattern. Almost all of our solu 
tions are remedies rather than cures. We 
combat a particular ailment with a par 
ticular remedy, and trust our fates upon 
the results. Today we are desperately 
in need of cures, not of remedies; not 
a means by which we may improve a 
situation slightly, but a means by which 
we can correct a basic condition arriv 
ing at what might be equivalent to a cure.

12
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R O B E R T  F L U D D 'S  D I A G R A M  O F  T H E  H O M E R I C  C H A I N  U N I T I N G  H E A V E N  A N D  E A R T H

In all the personality adjustments with 
which we are confronted today, we have 
developed specific methods of treatment. 
But these methods of treatment are in 
each instance directed to a particular, 
and we have lost the realization that all 
particulars are suspended from univer 
sa l; that the only true remedy for a 
particular condition is the correction of 
the universal fault which lies at the root 
of the manifestation. In our Western 
life particularly we do not devote

enough thought or time to the consider 
ation of large values in which we live 
and exist. We are provincial-minded in 
the midst of a great, universal pattern. 
We would isolate the elements of our 
problems when this very isolation de 
stroys the possibility of solution. We are 
mental and emotional isolationists. We 
are attempting to solve the imminent 
without recourse to the eminent. We 
are seeking means of increasing comfort 
and security without the basic improve-
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ment of ourselves. We are trying, as 
only mortals can try, to live well with 
out the essential knowledge necessary to 
right living.

But why do we avoid essential knowl 
edge? In the first place probably be 
cause all humanity is bound together by 
the common bond of inertia. We think 
only as the last recourse. If anything 
else will do we try it. We are particu 
larly addicted to fair promises unkept. 
We are most willing to trust our fate 
to platitudes, and upon unfounded faith 
in doctrines unproved. We try intensely 
to contemplate the necessity of making 
a science out of living. We want to 
live haphazardly and according to im 
pulse, and at the same time enjoy se 
curity and peace. It is just too much of 
a problem to attempt to live according 
to the art of nature.

If we look further we realize that in 
most instances the individual prefers to 
die badly rather than be faced by what 
he regards as the burden of living well. 
We are almost completely careless of 
each other’s requirements and security. 
We see around us thousands of human 
beings going on their way regardless of 
the hazard they are to others, and re 
gardless of the damage they do; indi 
viduals who are perfectly willing to ac 
cept the consequence of being likewise 
destroyed rather than put themselves 
and their lives in order. We do not 
value life sufficiendy to dedicate or de 
vote very much time to the improve 
ment of our standard of life. We are 
willing to pay moderate taxes in that di 
rection, and that is about all. We are 
perfectly willing that a few legislative 
minds should dedicate themselves to our 
improvement, but we do not wish to 
assume the arduous responsibility of 
disciplining our personal pattern. This 
is as true of the so-called student as it 
is of the untutored mind. It is amazing 
to see the number of individuals who 
have been in philosophy or religion for 
thirty-five or forty years; who are able 
to recite by rote most of the important 
philosophical passages of literature but 
who still live undisciplined personal 
lives. This list is almost beyond calcula 
tion.

Today we are confronted with a se 
ries of interesting examples of a general 
fallacy. For instance, psychology which 
was originally one of the seven branches 
of philosophy is now isolated to become 
an instrument of salvation by itself, with 
psychologists plowing around in a 
Slough of Despond from which they 
cannot extricate themselves. If the pres 
ent temper continues there will be scarce 
ly enough psychologists left to treat other 
psychologists, let alone the laity. The 
world is filled with frustrated, inhibited, 
introverted, neurotic psychologists who 
have an answer for everything and a 
solution for nothing. Why is this sad 
fact apparent in the presence of what 
appears to be, and really is, a monu 
ment of considerable erudition? How 
have psychologists been able to so mis 
use psychology? It has required a per 
verse kind of genius to accomplish this 
result. There is but one answer, and 
that rather evident. Psychology has 
been destroyed by being divided from 
its own source of life; it has been frus 
trated within itself because it has been 
separated from the larger structure of 
philosophy of which it is a part. The 
Golden Chain that links psychology to 
philosophy has been broken, and psy 
chology has been left to find its own 
way without benefit of the great Uni 
versal Truths which are necessary to its 
operation. Therefore we have a materi 
alistic psychologist, a statement which is 
an absolute anachronism; a contradiction 
of ideas beautifully concealed under a 
high-toned semantic term. There can 
be no such thing as a materialistic psy 
chologist. Materialism and psychology 
are incompatible, and yet ninety percent 
of the psychologists today are material 
ists. To that degree they are not psy 
chologists, and to that degree their pa-
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tients suffer through the treatment they 
receive.

Psychology is following the course of 
medicine; following in the old heredi 
tary and traditional way of trying to be 
an isolated cure-all; going into competi 
tion with other branches of learning 
rather than recognizing that of all de 
partments it should be the most univer 
sal and idealistic in its perspective. The 
psychologist is treating particulars with 
particulars, and as a result the patient 
not only fails to gain that which is his 
expectancy, but pays handsomely for the 
failure. A life that is psychologically 
upset; a life composed of discords and 
harmonic intervals, cannot be re-estab 
lished and reintegrated through psycho 
logical patterns without recourse to the 
large, general laws of life, the under 
standing of which is essential to the 
survival of personal equilibrium.

The same is true in the problem of 
religion. We have great difficulty in re 
ligion because we have separated reli 
gion as a universal from religion as a 
particular. We have glorified the partic 
ulars and ignored the universals. We 
will never have a religion that is ade 
quate to the spiritual necessities of man 
until we recognize religion as a uni 
versal, with religions as particulars sus 
pended therefrom, incapable of basic 
conflict and supplementing each other 
as particulars toward the recognition of 
universals. It is not necessary that all 
men should believe the same thing, and 
go to the same church, but it is neces 
sary that we recognize the larger re 
ligious pattern, because failure to recog 
nize this larger pattern means that each 
individual fails his own church and be 
comes a dead weight in the religious 
life of his community rather than a vital 
force for good. ,

Here again we have had this division, 
this breaking of the Chain of Causes, 
this unwillingness and inability to recog 
nize the larger universal arrangement. 
If there is but one thing we can learn 
in life; if our time is limited and our 
means insufficient; if we are restricted 
in our ability to study and learn, then 
let us learn that which is the most essen 
tial. Let us depart, if we must, from

those particulars which are the luxury 
of learning and take our stand firmly in 
those universals which are the necessity 
of learning.

To devote one’s life to a particular 
is to make that particular a career; pos 
sibly a means of livelihood. It gradu 
ally becomes the all-ensouling detail; the 
special object of devotion and attention. 
We may explore its depths, traverse its 
heights, seek to extend its boundaries 
to their legitimate ends, but it is still 
nothing more or less than a luxury of 
learning because it is a secondary thing. 
Of such secondary matters are the arts 
and sciences. Music, magnificent and 
sublime as it is, is a secondary thing. 
Art, painting, sculpturing, poetry—all 
these are secondary things. Biology, 
physics, chemistry, and astronomy, be 
long to a secondary order, and if there 
is a tertiary order (a third order below 
the second) in that category should be 
put all the crafts and trades by which 
we most commonly sustain ourselves. 
But there are primaries which are es 
sential, and until we as individuals rec 
ognize these essentials we shall contin 
ue to support and nourish those faults 
which finally bring us to the physician, 
the lawyer, and the psychologist, seeking 
cures for our ills.

There is something infinitely practical 
about universals. Without them the 
home fails, our children fail, and our 
way of life cannot succeed. Without 
them we have war, crime, poverty and 
death. Can we say a thing is imprac 
tical that is capable of extending a power 
which can make and unmake our prac 
tical lives? The perspective must be 
shifted in order that we may gain a 
certain basic groundwork upon which 
and from which to build the careers we 
have chosen; the way of life we prefer. 
It makes no difference in the universe 
whether the individual is a scientist or 
a grocer; it makes no difference in the 
larger scheme of things whether he is 
of the intelligentsia or a common work 
ing man doing the tasks of the day— 
these belong to the incidents and acci 
dents of time and place. It is the basic 
pattern of his life which makes or un 
makes him. He is superior only if he
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has a superior conviction; he is inferior 
only if he has an inferior conviction.

There is only one aristocracy in na 
ture, and that aristocracy is superiority 
in wisdom, and wisdom is the knowl 
edge of Causes. We have so long built 
aristocracy of secondary values; so long 
emphasized the importance of trivia, 
that it is almost impossible for us to 
think through to this aristocracy of val 
ues. To recognize true greatness re 
quires greatness; to be able to perceive 
that an individual is well-established im 
plies that we ourselves are well-estab 
lished; and our very inability to recog 
nize superiority, or to sustain it and sup 
port it, demonstrates beyond any doubt 
our own limitations.
Francis Lord Bacon declared, “All 
knowledge is the knowledge of Causes.” 
The supreme message of his Novum Or- 
ganum is that no individual has a right 
to regard himself as learned; no indi 
vidual has a right to regard himself as 
religious; and no individual has a right 
to regard himself as practical, who has 
not devoted a certain part of his mind 
and a certain period of his mental life 
to the search for Causes, the establish 
ment within his own consciousness of a 
way of life based upon the recognition 
of Causes, and a realization of the rela 
tionship between Causes and their in 
evitable results. And this story of Cause 
and Consequence is the story of the 
Chain of Homer, the Chain which binds 
Cause to Effect, Universal to Particular, 
Superior to Inferior.

Now if we return for a moment to 
this great symbolical figure of Robert 
Fludd; this figure which shows the 
Chain emerging from the Glory of God 
and descending to the hand of the Vir 
gin of the World, we perceive beneath 
the feet of Nature (the female figure) 
the globe of the earth upon which sits 
a little monkey. This monkey is called 
the Ape of Nature. Sometimes it is re 
ferred to not too lovingly as the Ape of

Aristotle. This ape, so often found in 
medieval art and literature as a symbol; 
this ape with spectacles reading a book; 
this ape that always copies man but is 
in no way a man; this mimic; this al 
most likeness of things divine, is of 
course the proper symbol of the arts 
and sciences, which are the apes of na 
ture. This is a play upon words based 
upon the word ape itself, for the word 
ape means to copy, to attempt to resem 
ble, or to assume the likeness of. So the 
little bespectacled simian profoundly 
meditating upon the depths of literature 
represents the lower life of man; repre 
sents the approach of the animal person 
ality toward the subject of learning. 
The ape is the pedant, the eternal pro 
fessorial, the individual wise in his own 
conceits who would ape greatness but 
has not greatness in himself; the copier; 
the one who follows traditions and pat 
terns, and who does things because they 
have always been done that way and 
not because there is any reason for do 
ing them that way. The ape can be 
trained to do anything except think. It 
can learn to ride a bicycle; to eat with 
a knife and fork. It can learn to take 
on the coloring of its trainer, until it 
gives the outward appearance of respect 
able humanity. It can be taught all 
the faults to which flesh is heir. It can 
be dressed; be made to play musical 
instruments, and can use its wrinkled 
visage to approximate the appearance of 
philosophical intent. In other words, 
unless you know that the ape is aping, 
you may think it is thinking.

Now this is the caricature of the mor 
tal state of man, or those who do things 
because they have been done that way. 
The whole group of mankind which says, 
“If it was good enough for father it is 
good enough for me”—they are the 
Apes of Nature. Any individual who 
performs an act without knowing why 
he performs it; who lives a code of life 
which he has never thought through 
for himself; who goes to a church be 
cause his parents went to that church; 
who votes for a certain candidate be 
cause of longitude and “lassitude”; an)' 
individual who performs actions that are 
not motivated by an adequate internal
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conviction and understanding, is an Ape 
of Nature—a monkey with spectacles 
and a tall silk hat. But dressed in any 
garb you place upon it, and no matter 
how wrinkled and learned its brow may 
look, it is still an unthinking creature 
mimicking thought.

Now there is no doubt in the world 
that a well-trained ape might graduate 
from college. In fact, millions of them 
have, and they can do it without calling 
upon any faculty beyond that of the 
simians, except one, of which fortunately 
the animal has been deprived; otherwise 
it vvould be impossible to tell them 
apart. That one exception is the power 
of speech. Man carries aping to the 
point of speech; in that part he has an 
other dimension of procedure capable 
of being exploited. One of the great 
faults of our mode of education is that 
the individual may assume the appear 
ance of learning without ever having 
stimulated the faculty of thinking. All 
he has to do is remember, and an ape 
can remember. An ape can remember 
in many instances better than man. 
The memory of the animal kingdom is 
long and intense, as has been well-re 
corded of the elephant which has nursed 
a particular grudge for thirty-five, forty, 
or fifty years without losing a single bit 
of intensity. In this respect the elephant 
is almost equal to the human being.

This Ape of Nature performs in 
numerable blind actions. Crouching on 
the world it has made itself King of 
the Earth, yet knows not even its own 
nature; has conquered the world but 
never conquered self. This little animal 
assumes innumerable appearances but has 
not the substance of any of them. This 
mask, this actor on the stage, is forever 
reading lines and playing parts but 
never really experiencing any of its roles. 
This pedant simian profoundly teaches 
that which it has never itself learned, 
and passes on as a priceless heritage to 
other generations the poorly digested 
errors of its own age. This thing called 
man, created in the likeness of a god, 
that has manifested every attribute ex 
cept its godlike qualities; this creature 
which has senses subject to guidance by 
the mind, but instead is permitting its

mind to be governed by the senses; this 
creature with a great internal that has 
no strength against externals; this crea- 
ture itself a universe, yet the victim of 
all universal laws; this little figure 
crouching in the midst of the splendor 
of the ages with its nose in a book and 
its tail in the air, truly represents our 
way of life; a way of life based upon 
particulars; a way of life completely un 
aware of that Great Life which is its 
birthright and its heritage in Space.

Now in emergencies of this nature we 
are all stimulated to great reform. We 
would like to see all these errors mag 
nificently corrected. We feel conclusive 
ly that if we could correct these great 
institutions of our times we would be 
stow a priceless benefit upon the future. 
Here again we are losing the perspec 
tive of things. One special manifesta 
tion of the sovereign justice of nature is 
that the keeping and security of the in 
dividual is forever in his own hands. 
We have no right to fail because failure 
is the fashion of our times. We have 
no right to be stupid because stupidity 
is practically unanimous. We have no 
right to live badly because the world 
lives badly.

Man differs from the ape in one par 
ticular; he possesses a self-governing in 
tellect by which he may do well in the 
midst of evil, by which he may be 
serene in the midst of chaos, and by 
which he may depart from the common 
pattern of thoughtlessness into the gen 
tler, nobler way of thoughtfulness. The 
individual is the maker and unmaker 
of himself, and requires no better world 
to better himself. In fact, a better world 
can only come as the consequence of 
the betterment of himself.

It is of course desirable that our in 
stitutions should improve, but the aver 
age person has no way by which he 
can force or stimulate this larger im 
provement. He may write to his Sen 
ator, but that will not do a great deal 
of good, because to whom in turn shall 
his Senator write? Shifting these re 
sponsibilities from one person to another 
will do no good, for the great and pri 
mary fact remains that the individual is 
master of only one circumstance and
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that circumstance is himself. Each indi 
vidual must experience for himself the 
discovery of the world of causes. Each 
individual must gain this illumination 
from personal struggle, effort, and de 
velopment. Each individual must dis 
cover for himself the laws that rule his 
world, j This discovery is an experience, 
and experience is the basis of strength 
to the same degree that theory and 
opinion contribute to weakness. Only 
that which is experienced becomes a 
vital force in living. That which is ac 
cepted leaves us cold. That which is 
read in books may or may not lead to 
action, but that which is experienced 
inwardly, resulting in conviction con 
cerning that matter, leads to action. 
That which is experienced inwardly be 
stows the courage of viewpoint and con 
viction, and gives the strength to strive 
still further for this knowledge of uni- 
versals.

Universal philosophy does not demand 
an absolute perfection of consciousness. 
The recognition of universals requires 
no more of intellect than the struggle 
for the mastery of particulars; in fact, 
in a strange way it requires less. There 
is a fine balance and point of distinc 
tion between particulars and universals. 
Particulars are important in their place, 
but misplaced knowledge and energy de 
stroy them'. Therefore, particulars have 
their virtue. Particulars are the basis of 
the discipline of life. If an individual 
wishes to become a musician he may 
become a great musician theoretically by 
the recognition of universals, but if he 
wishes to perform in music he must dis 
cipline himself in certain ways. He 
must bind his universal perspective to 
a daily discipline of technique, and as 
this technique improves and refines he 
gains the capacity and ability to express 
the moods and convictions of his con 
sciousness. Particulars are important, 
but they are not primaries. They are 
dependent upon vision, upon convic 
tion, and upon a large and adequate 
perspective of values.

How shall the average person ap 
proach this larger reference frame; this 
reference frame which is necessary to 
the simple problem of enduring from

day to day the stress and strain of liv 
ing? How shall he attain this reference 
frame? Most of us, I think, share to 
gether in certain noble generalities. We 
must intensify these generalities until 
they become the inspiration to action. 
We must change or shift the source of 
impulse from externals to internals. We 
are now moved by circumstances; we 
must become movers of circumstance. 
We must move or shift our center of 
pressure from the pressure of those about 
us to the pressure of that which is with 
in. We must learn the true, mystical 
meaning of being in the world but not 
of it. We must find that golden equi 
librium between an internal conviction 
and an external, practical way of living, 
but most of all we must learn to move 
from inward motivation. It requires ' 
some courage and a little skill, but it 
does not require nearly the blind cour 
age that is necessary to the process of 
doing things badly and suffering on and 
on through time.

The great Indian classic, T he Bhaga- 
vad-Gita, gives an interesting explana 
tion to the problem of action. East In 
dian philosophy is divided into many 
lesser, but two very definite schools; 
two great schools of principle. One of 
these teaches that action is wrong, be 
cause action must result in reaction and 
keeps forever turning the Wheel of 
Karma. The other school says action in 
itself is not wrong; it is the impulse be 
hind action that must be disciplined. 
This viewpoint is very important to the 
present problem. East Indian meta 
physics is based upon a careful analysis 
of impulse behind action. Why do we 
do it? What is the motivation behind 
the simplest performance of the day? 
Some are motivated by negative con 
siderations; others by dynamic fallacies. 
Only a few, the wise, are completely 
emancipated from motivations.

For example, what is the basis of the 
thing we do? Perhaps a simple term for 
most action is that the basis is desire. 
What is the reason we do anything? 
Possibly because we desire to; that might 
be a very basic solution. There is an 
other possibility; we do things because 
we have to. Now when we say we



1946 T H E  G O L D E N  C H A I N  O F  H O M E R 19

should do a thing we may also want to 
estimate the quality of the necessity. 
Perhaps we have to do it because we 
want to do it; perhaps the real necessity 
is only our own desire itself. Perhaps 
there is an emergency in which, under 
stress of extraordinary pressure, we may 
be forced to act. But action which 
causes karma, according to East Indian 
philosophy, is action largely motivated 
by desire. Therefore, in attempting to 
curb action let us go deeper; let us curb 
desire, for desire is a universal behind 
action as a particular. Desire is bound 
to action by the links of the Golden 
Chain. Desire created within the nature 
impels to action, and once desire is 
transformed into activity it is no longer 
controlled; action goes on and on and 
on, acting and reacting, keeping the 
Wheel of Birth and Death spinning 
upon its ancient axis.
:_What is desire? Why do we have de 

sire? Desire in substance is an expression 
of conviction. According to what we 
know, we desire, and that which is de 
sirable is determined by the level of our 
own consciousness.; That which is de 
sirable to one man is not desirable to 
another. There is a great democracy of 
desire. It expresses innumerable things 
as desirable. To one man a fortune is 
desirable; to another the loss of a fortune 
is desirable. Desire may be motivated 
by a consideration of comfort, happiness, 
ambition, or avarice, but behind all de 
sire there is some kind of intemperance. 
The rarest and most subtle desire of all 
is the desire for Truth, and even that 
can be adulterated by motivation^ A 
man came to me not long ago ana said 
he was a real Truth seeker. One look 
at him and I was forced to doubt it, 
but of course appearances might be 
wrong. He said he was seeking Truth 
more than anything in the world. I 
asked him why he was seeking Truth. 
He said because he was convinced in 
his own mind that Truth was the basis 
of superiority, and he wished to be 
superior in order that he might have 
the skill to destroy his enemies.

There are motivations which are some 
times adulterated with extremely nega 
tive patterns. Motivation back of desire,

desire back of action, and the action it 
self are the causes of karmic patterns that 
afflict. Right desire then releases con 
sciousness from bondage to necessity. 
But how shall we approach this univer 
sal of right desire; how shall we learn 
to understand it? Shall we not know 
that right desire is the desire for right? 
Right desire gradually attenuates itself 
through experience, until the individual 
wakes up one morning and discovers 
that desire itself is a dream. And why 
is it a dream? Because desire is a yearn 
ing after something; a struggle toward 
something. There can be no desire 
without the object of desire. Desire is 
not subject and object in itself; it is 
subject seeking object, and in philosophy 
the mystic eventually awakens from his 
dream of ignorance to realize that there 
is no interval between necessity and the 
necessary; between beauty and the beau 
tiful; between desire and the desirable. 
In other words, a desire is an individual 
impulse toward that which is already 
possessed, but the individual does not 
know it. Anything that is truly desir 
able in nature is truly available at all 
times, and requires no effort to its ac 
complishment. Therefore all desire 
which leads to stress and effort is desire 
toward that which is unnatural, un 
necessary or unreal, and the desires that 
are most dominant in us are those de 
sires after illusionary things which, if 
fulfilled, still leave us with an endless 
sequence of further desires.

So through wisdom of universals we 
gradually depart from the intemper 
ances of particulars. Of course there is 
a great difference between the average 
human being and an Eastern arhat in 
meditation. We are not all expected or 
supposed to unite in a tremendous spir 
itual experience, but each in his simple, 
humble, natural way, must think 
through his problem according to his 
own capacity, and no individual’s prob 
lem is a stranger to his capacity. No 
individual is confronted with a problem 
beyond his capacity, because if he is, 
he would not be aware of k. J The capa 
city always involves awareness, and 
that which is utterly beyond our aware 
ness has no effect upon us; has no
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meaning for us. In some great audito 
rium of music thousands of persons may 
be listening enraptured to a great sym 
phony, but this means nothing to the 
individual not interested in music. The 
fact that others listen does not injure 
him, and the fact that he does not want 
to listen does not injure them. While 
they are listening to Bach and Beetho 
ven he is in his own world doing the 
things he wants to do, which may be 
whittling boats or flying kites. Each 
according to his own fancy, and there 
is room in Space for all of them. That 
which is beyond our appreciation has 
no effect upon us and cannot afflict us. 
It is therefore impossible for any indi 
vidual to be the victim of a circum 
stance. His problems are attached to 
himself for he is the source of them, 
and no individual can cause a problem 
upon a higher level than that upon 
which he is functioning. An individual 
who lives his life in a small world of 
particulars is going to have problems 
upon a higher plane plaguing him 
throughout life. His problems are part 
of himself; he brought them with him. 
Although he does not realize it, his 
supreme problem is himself.

Humanity has some problems in gen 
eral and in common. Most people are 
dominated by the problem of survival, 
food, shelter, and sustenance in all its 
forms. These are examples. It is abso 
lutely necessary in order to survive that 
the individual should scratch his sur 
vival from this great planet, the earth. 
Back of all institutions and empire; 
back of all civilization and structure, is 
the primitive creature scratching sur 
vival from the dirt beneath his feet 
with a shinbone. In order to eat he 
must work. The common experience 
of all creatures is survival through labor 
and effort. Survival against the constant 
encroachments of an unknown; an un 
known which cannot be estimated but 
which hovers about us and surrounds 
us with vastness even while we are 
scratching our way through existence.

Another simple, inevitable problem of 
humanity which we all share together 
is death; death which, as in the ancient 
fable of the Dance Macabre, comes to

all creatures, great and small, the learned 
and unlearned, the rich and the poor. 
This is the common denominator of all 
life; a problem that confronts each in 
his own way. Now you might think 
that this common problem presents one 
of the greatest issues of them all; that 
each human being, regardless of fitness, 
or lack of fitness, must face this issue. 
All right, let us consider for a moment 
the problem as we see it today.

I do not know how many of you 
have lived among or known primitive 
people; those who represent the uncivi 
lized or untutored brackets of the world. 
Those of you who have are probably 
aware that in most instances the simple, 
untrained, uncultured human beings, 
living close to the earth and close to 
nature, die with a magnificent dignity. 
They have not learned to fear death. 
They have seen life and death around 
them, and in their own primitive way, 
undistorted by false values, they die with 
a majestic but simple dignity that is en 
tirely different from anything in our 
experience. Nature has not forced upon 
them a problem greater than their ca 
pacity. They have solved it by the sim 
ple process of acceptance, which is the 
way of the untutored.

And then we have the opposite ex 
treme of this mysterious procedure. 
We have those few who have attained 
to greatness; who have found the an 
swer in themselves. As an example 
there comes to my mind the great Bud 
dhist monk Sankaracharya, in Ceylon; 
one of the greatest scholars in Asia. 
When his end was near he gathered his 
disciples about him and told them he



1 9 4 6 T H E  G O L D E N  C H A I N  O F  H O M E R 21

knew by an inward awareness of con 
sciousness that the time had come for 
him to depart from life. He appeared 
to be in good health, although he was 
in advanced years. He took a little 
broom and brushed the pebbled pathway 
that led to his house, watered all his 
flowers, and then retired into his own 
apartment. Here he put on new gar 
ments, took care of his debts, dusted his 
room, put all in order that he could put 
in order, and then laid down and died. 
That was the end of life for him. 
There was no wailing, no howling, no 
fear, but a fulfillment gloriously accom 
plished.

Thus die the wise and thus die the 
simple, and what do we have between? 
Endless wailing, weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, fear and distraction. Not be 
cause these are the natural tendencies of 
man but because of the little ape sit 
ting on the world. At a funeral one 
is regarded as hard-hearted unless dis 
solved in tears. We may not know the 
deceased, but we are supposed to act 
profoundly grieved. There is a com 
mon concord that we should regard 
these things as misfortunes, and out of 
this have come emotions which have 
distorted Nature’s face into a grimacing 
mask of horror over things that would 
be natural, simple, and good if left un 
touched by superstitions and false doc 
trines.

And so we find our philosophy of 
particulars leading us into endless pain, 
sorrow, misfortune, doubt, and fear, be 
cause in ourselves we do not have the 
vision of universals. The primitive hu 
man being has a strange vision of uni 
versals; he has the negative end of it, 
but still has it. He has the simple, 
negative acceptance of universals; the un 
questioning acknowledgment of and 
complete obedience to the unknown, 
because he has become aware of one 
thing only, and that is the smallness of 
himself and the greatness of the whole. 
In the presence of that he withholds all 
judgment and meets his end as a simple 
creature accepting law. The philos 
opher, the truly wise, illumined hu 
man being with a profound knowledge 
of universals has come to the same con 

clusion, but in this case it is a rich con 
clusion, laden with beauty and under 
standing, and a joyous willingness to co 
operate; a recognition of the supreme 
beauty and wisdom of the thing as it 
is. And between these two extremes 
is uncertainty; terrific uncertainty, laden 
with pain and doubt; uncertainty that 
can only be solved by the discovery of 
certainty; a discovery to be made upon 
the plane of experience itself.

Each art, craft, and trade can live 
and die in its own beauty. It is not 
that all should have an identical realiza 
tion of spirituality, but each in his own 
life and on his own plane of existence 
can solve and should solve the orientation 
of himself. He should find his way of 
life, discover his motivation and prin 
ciple, discover the largest universe of 
which he is capable, and upon the sim 
ple recognition and acceptance of this 
inward discovery he should mold his 
life into the likeness of his belief. It is 
thus that imponderables become tan 
gibles in consequences, and abstracts be 
come concrete through the effects which 
they set up in nature. For those who 
are really addicted to philosophy; who 
are really seeking to understand these 
larger values, let us think for a moment 
of these values; of these Causes and 
Universals; these great Visions which 
stand at the root of things, at the source, 
overshadowing all particulars, and bind 
ing them into the common pattern of 
necessity.

First of all, what is the basic realiza 
tion of life, regardless of our conceits 
and deceits? The basic consideration 
that lies under a rational life, under a 
conviction, is that which has been the 
source of the greatest problem since the 
dawn of time; the realization, the ac 
ceptance, the belief in, the knowledge 
of, the existence of a Supreme Principle 
of Good in the foundation of the Uni 
verse. This is the great Universal. We 
may call it simply a belief in God. We 
may call it simply a belief in Good, or 
we may call it a belief in Self; that 
larger Self from which all selves have 
come. We may call it a belief in Uni 
versal Beauty, a belief in Universal In 
tegrity, or a belief in Universal Justice,
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but it is founded in the belief of a Uni 
versal —  a Universal Integrity at the 
source of things.

Now this Universal Integrity may not 
be defined. To define may be to defile. 
We may not understand it or know it. 
Great thinkers like Socrates and Buddha 
refused the definition of the Infinite be 
cause it is infinitely superior to finite 
comprehension. It is not the under 
standing of First Cause that is possible; 
it is the understanding from  First Cause. 
It is the acceptance of a Universal Good; 
not the intellectual acceptance of the in 
dividual who says, “Oh yes, undoubted 
ly it is so” or the wordy acceptance of 
the individual who reads his prayers 
from a prayer book. It is not the ra 
tionalized acceptance of the intellectual 
who argues by logistics and syllogisms 
for this end, but by the simple, inward 
conviction which may be termed an ex 
perience of consciousness; the internal 
experience of the realization of the na 
ture, or substance, or existence of a 
Universal Planner behind the Universal 
Plan.

It is neither reasonable, nor is it ra 
tionally possible to prove or demon 
strate the necessity for the Universe. 
We behold everywhere about us the or 
der of the worlds; an order which cer 
tainly cannot emerge from disorder. We 
behold secondary things in themselves 
magnificent. Why then should we deny 
the sublimity of that from which they 
are suspended? We have every justifica 
tion, intellectually, inspirationally and in 
ternally, to accept the existence of a 
Universal Good in nature. This accept 
ance, however, must be a dynamic ac 
ceptance. It must not be one of those 
acceptances that says, “Oh yes, I sup 
pose it is true,” and then goes on as be 
fore. It must be an experience of con 
sciousness arising from a sincere and 
earnest impulse to know; a quietude 
within the self; a carrying of the prob 
lems of the day into the presence of 
self for solution; a result of that simple 
but difficult exercise of being still and 
knowing. But once the inner convic 
tion has established itself upon this Real 
ity with this experienced, participated 
fact that there is a Sovereign Good at

the root of things, in that moment the 
individual becomes religious. He does 
not become religious by affiliation, but 
by the adventure of discovery; the dis 
covery of a conviction within himself; 
a conviction which is justified by the 
most intimate testimony of his own con 
sciousness; a conviction that exists un 
less destroyed by intent and purpose— 
a simple conviction of a Universal Plan 
and a Universal Planner.

This is the Universal, the general 
which must lie behind the particulars of 
rational living. If we do not wish to 
fall into theistic ways we may imperson- 
alize this concept. If we require more 
emotion and more drama at the degree 
of evolution we have reached, it may 
be necessary for us to have a concept of 
a personalized Deity. But whether per 
sonal or impersonal, whether regarded 
as an intellect or an entity, a law or a 
principle, according to our own neces 
sity we must discover, and having dis 
covered, according to our needs we must 
use. --Upon this Universal must be built 
the structure of our own integrity; must 
be built the integrity of our own life. 
Without this belief in Universal Good 
we can never give rise in our own lives 
to a rational pattern of virtue.

Having accepted the fact that there is 
a great Principle of Wisdom at the root 
of things; that the Universe is Order; 
that the Universe is Truth; that the 
Universe is Beauty and Wisdom; that 
the Universe is the Sovereign Good; 
first-born of the Sovereign of All Good; 
that the Universe is ruled by immutable 
Laws which emerge from the Divine 
Nature; that the Universe itself is the 
embodiment of those Laws; that in sub 
stance and essence it is Good in all its 
parts; that its nature is by nature Unity; 
that its motions are by nature Beauty 
and its ends are by nature Good—if we 
believe and recognize these truths, not 
by intellect, but as an experience of con 
sciousness, we then have a solid ground 
beneath our feet. The only solid ground 
in Space is Space itself. The only solid 
fact in nature is Spirit. The only un 
changing reality is the Divine Being It 
self, and only when we have in some 
measure or respect discovered this do we
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share In a quality of permanence; only 
then have we abiding values and eternal 
facts with which to work.

Having this discovery within ourselves 
as experience we can well perceive how 
this one Universal with its inevitable 
implications becomes the Director of ac 
tion; the Moderator of all extremes; the 
Co-ordinator of all methods. When we 
experience the conviction that the Uni 
verse is Right, the fallacy of wrong is 
eliminated. We are confronted with 
the same problem that philosophy has 
always faced and with which all think 
ers have finally been confronted, and 
that is the effort to explain the appear 
ance of evil in a Universe of Good. 
Those primarily qualified and most 
aware of values, have declared unan 
imously that Good is a fact, evil an ap 
pearance. Evil is not by nature a prin 
ciple and not by consciousness a reality. 
It is a misuse, an abuse, the absence of 
an adequate conviction; the absence of 
those qualities necessary for the security 
of a situation. Evil is a vacuum. We 
say that it is an evil thing for a man to 
be ignorant; that it is an ill thing for 
him to be poor, but in both instances 
the evil is an absence; a lack. It is the 
lack of wisdom which leads to evil 
action; the lack of courage which leads 
to evil ways. Evil is ever the lack of 
that which is sufficient, and this lack is 
due to the failure of the individual to 
fill his life with the rules and laws that 
are within him. Evil is the inevitable 
consequence of the failure of the person 
to have with himself that heart to heart 
talk which leads to the discovery of 
values.

Having accepted the Universe as a 
Sovereign Good, why do we live to 
gether in an illusion of insufficiency and 
evil? Why do we permit the innumer 
able vicissitudes of misfortune to weaken 
our convictions? Why do we get our 
selves into the difficulties with which 
we have afflicted each other? It is be 
cause from time immemorial to the 
present day we have acted contrary to 
the conviction of the reality of Good. 
We have spoken eternally of the Uni 
versal Father of benign qualities, and 
then have failed utterly to interpret

those qualities in personal conduct. Uni 
versal conviction is this divine summit; 
the universal realization of the absolute 
integrity of Deity, of Law and Life. 
It is the High Pinnacle of Olympus. 
This is the absolute terminal of the 
Golden Chain, and from this it extends 
downward to human nature; downward 
as a Chain of Causes and Consequences 
until it is attached to the material world 
below. The Golden Chain is therefore 
the capacity to interpret the universal 
conviction downward through a series 
of causes and effects until it can be at 
tached to the requirements of personal 
existence. The Golden Chain links the 
abstract with daily conduct. Without 
the link binding the two together the 
conviction is meritless and pointless. 
There is no virtue in action unless ac 
tion is bound by an indissoluble link 
with the basic conviction concerning 
action.

It is absolutely necessary to find uni 
versal realization in the particulars of 
daily life. Until we make this discovery 
we cannot impose a spiritual pattern 
upon a series of material circumstances. 
There is a strange encroachment on the 
part of nature. Nature is forever in 
truding itself upon the spiritual integrity 
of the individual, and unless that indi 
vidual is strong enough to prevent the 
encroachment of nature he finds his 
convictions dissolved in circumstances. 
Either the conviction is stronger than 
the circumstance or the circumstance is 
stronger than the conviction. One of 
our difficulties is that we have convic 
tion at one extreme and circumstances 
at the other extreme, and we have not 
successfully linked the two together. We 
have an abstract belief and on the op 
posite extreme a series of very concrete 
problems, and we lack the wit and wis 
dom to apply the Universal Principles 
to the problems. We always regard the 
problem as an exception to the Principle, 
or we lack the courage, the stamina, 
the dynamics of personality necessary to 
apply the rule to the problem. The 
result is that we lovingly nurse the rule 
as some sacred relic, priceless but un 
used. We know it is wonderful and 
we believe it completely but we do noth-
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ing with it. Having this noble convic 
tion of Universals within our souls we 
get into trouble, so we rush to our law 
yer, doctor, or psychologist for help. 
We are willing to use secondhand types 
of knowledge; willing to trust our fates 
to externals, when the only solution to 
the dilemma is within ourselves.

This difficulty of bridging the inter 
val is the great Link of the Mysteries; 
the great Steps of the Consciousness; the 
Steps of Yoga and Vedanta; the Great 
Doctrine of Unfoldment of Conscious 
ness by which we bridge Cause and 
Effect, and a simple explanation of that 
achievement is the application of the 
things we know to the things we do. 
That is the beginning. Most of us are 
more or less convinced that we should 
be unselfish. We know it is a great 
spiritual truth. Well, we might try it 
sometime as a practical fact. We would, 
only we are afraid we would lose some 
thing if we did. We are afraid some 
one else will not be unselfish at the 
same moment, so the entire pattern is 
dissipated because we fear we will suf 
fer a loss. So while we believe in un 
selfishness we feel it is more practical 
to be selfish.

Now we have other problems. We 
definitely believe that the philosophers 
are right when they say no human be 
ing can really possess anything; that in 
reality things belong to those who use 
them well; that before we came things 
existed, and after we go they will con 
tinue to exist; that we have no owner 
ship over anything; only stewardship. 
We all know that detachment is a vir 
tue. But there is always that particular 
problem of the thing we ourselves own. 
We want to hold onto that because we 
might need it sometime. A practical 
consideration is involved there. So in 
the face of practical consideration our 
Universals of philosophy get side 
tracked, and in the presence of unselfish 
ness we desperately cling to every jot 
and tittle that we hold, and would 
rather die than let anyone have it. Of 
course we realize that this is not the 
highest form of philosophy, but the 
times are so difficult, and we have to 
be practical.

We also realize that philosophy is 
very true when it says attachments are 
dangerous. We realize there is but one 
supreme emotion and that is love of 
God, and that this emotion manifests 
in the human octaves of thinking as 
man’s supreme altruistic emotion in the 
love of humanity. We also realize that 
great affection is affection which releases, 
and the more we love anyone the more 
we will free him to be himself. We 
know that affection is something very 
beautiful, very free, and very wonder 
ful, and over-attachment is a desperate 
disaster in consciousness. We know that 
is true, but we reserve the right for an 
intense personal attachment to certain 
persons, and an intense personal dislike 
for other persons; outside of that little 
detail we are perfectly willing to agree 
with the Universal Plan. But there is 
that little detail. What we do not real 
ize is that these “buts”, these details, 
these exceptions to the rules, are the 
exact cause of our trouble. We say, “I 
have always lived the best I could. I 
have always thought the best I could. 
I have the most altruistic ideas. Why 
do I always get into trouble?” The rea 
son for the trouble is the simple pat 
tern of exceptions to the rule by which 
each individual demands the right of 
action. It is not that he loves his fel 
low man that gets him into trouble; it 
is that he has reserved the right to dis 
like some individual. If he loves un 
told millions, certainly the gods will 
overlook the fact that he does not like 
Joe Doaks. The gods might, but noth 
ing can be done about his own acidosis 
over the subject. It is perfectly true that 
our noble aspirations are virtuous to a 
sublime degree, but it is the fact that 
we do not do the things we know we 
should do that gets us into trouble. 
Then we wring our hands and cry out, 
“Oh Lord, why have you afflicted me?” 

People say, “I have tried to live philo 
sophically; I  have tried to live these 
things, but the more I live them the 
more trouble I get into.” But if we 
look into those lives as a physician, as 
a psychologist, as an adviser, we will 
never find where living the law has 
brought disaster. We do find in many
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instances where the failure to perform 
an action consistent with our belief in 
something fine, has resulted in disaster. 
Because, if we believe something, our in 
consistency with our own belief will de 
stroy us. We cannot get away with it. 
So it is the reserving of certain rights 
to an intemperance of thought and ac 
tion in the midst of a general belief in 
temperance of thought and action, that 
leads to trouble. We must be consistent 
with our own convictions. Nearly all 
cases of battle fatigue or peacetime shell 
shock; nearly all intemperances or break 
downs, collapses, phobias, frenzies and 
frustrations, fixations and psychoses, are 
due to the struggle within the self. The 
individual knows he is not doing what 
he should do. It is not the beauty of 
his belief but his unwillingness to stamp 
the pattern of his convictions upon ac 
tion that gets him into trouble.

There is no solution except the ex 
perience of discovering that pain is the 
consequence of inconsistency, and if we 
would have a secure life we must link 
together this chain of circumstances so 
that our convictions are manifested in 
our actions, or there is a definite motion 
toward our convictions, placing the ac 

tual accomplishment of performance * of 
right above the gratification of impulse. 
That decision has to be made, and those 
of us who are a little out of patience 
with the psychologists and a little dis 
illusioned as to the therapeutics of our 
time, could have the exquisite satisfac 
tion of running the whole lot out of 
business and forcing them to return to 
honest labor, i f  we would apply the pat 
tern of our internal conviction to our 
code of action. That is the solution, 
not only to the problems of our emo 
tional and mental life, but to most of 
the problems of physical disorder.

Apply the conviction of Universals to 
the particulars of action and we will 
bind the world to the Pinnacles of Olym 
pus by a Golden Chain of Spiritual Cer 
tainties; Certainties which are stronger 
than circumstances; Truths that arc 
greater than this world and its confu 
sion. Something must be supreme. 
When that which is superior becomes 
supreme, the governor of other things, 
then the universe is in order; our own 
personal universe, and then the larger 
world. This is the big problem of 
values which it seems to me is desper 
ately necessary to all mankind.

TH E  SA N CTITY OF UPPERS AND LOW ERS

Since remote times teeth have played their part in the folklore and legendry 
of most nations. One of the early kings of France caused quite a sensation by 
being born with three lower teeth. On this account a brilliant future was predicted 
for him.

Richard III, the last of the Plantagenets, also developed teeth before birth. 
This fine point is noted in the Shakespearean play where the following lines appear:

That dog that had his teeth before his eyes,
To worry lambs, and lap their gentle blood.



T he Meistersingers of Nuremberg

T H E  GLORY OF T H E  GUILDS

{~ )N E  of the most delightful and dis 
tinguished citizens of 16th Century 

Nuremberg was Hans Sachs, the shoe 
maker. Although a master of his own 
craft, and purveyor of footwear to the 
gentles, Master Sachs is remembered 
principally for his avocational interests. 
His huge frame was vibrant with art 
and sentiment, and most of his appren 
tices were aspiring poets and musicians. 
The poetry of Hans Sachs not only stir 
red romantic emotions, but contributed 
in a subtle way to the political and re 
ligious revolutions that agitated the 
times. His accomplishments in music 
are proved by the fact that he was the 
moving spirit among the local Meister 
singers, a group of artisans and trades 
men dedicated to the service of the 
muses. This group met annually in a 
broad meadow on the outskirts of the 
town, to engage in public competition 
of poetry and song. It was around the 
kindly personality of Hans Sachs that 
Richard Wagner created his great music 
al-drama-comedy Die Meistersinger von 
Nürnberg.

The Meistersingers (master-singers) 
were German lyric poets of the 14th, 
15th, and 16th Centuries. Their schools 
originated in the Upper Rhine district, 
and gradually spread throughout the 
greater part of Germany. The first 
school seems to have been founded at 
Mainz, but the most famous was that 
at Nuremberg where it held its meetings 
in the Church of St. Catherine.

The master singers formed a guild 
of artists derived principally from the

ranks of the artisans. They were bound 
together by strict rules of poetic and 
lyric composition, and were divided into 
grades according to ability and ingenuity 
in the combining of melody and meter. 
They traced their descent from the 
twelve guild poets of the Middle High 
German and carried on the tradition of 
the Minnesingers. The most celebrated 
of these Minnesingers was Wolfram Von 
Eschenbach who competed in the tour 
ney of the poets known as the Wart- 
burgskrieg. This episode is preserved 
for music lovers in Wagner’s opera 
Tannhäuser.

The story behind the Freemasonry of 
the Meistersingers should be of interest 
to every student of philosophy and com 
parative religion. It is a classical ex 
ample of the descent of the mystical 
tradition through the Dark Ages and 
the long dreary centuries of the medieval 
world. Although a large number of 
musicologists have studied Wagner’s 
opera and are familiar with the 16th 
Century form . of the Meistersinger 
School, few have traced the origin of 
the guild other than to assume it to be 
an outgrowth of the Minnesingers of 
the 12th and 13th Centuries.

The story of the Meistersingers had 
its real beginning in Athens about 600
B. C. At that time a mystical sect 
came into being claiming descent from 
the Bard Orpheus, the master singer of 
the world. Orpheus represents the eso 
teric doctrine as revealed through the 
harmonic structure in nature. His fol 
lowers used the symbolism of musical
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composition to reveal, and at the same 
time conceal, the formula of human re 
generation.

Although it is probable that Orpheus 
actually lived at a remote time, and that 
he brought his basic teachings from 
Asia, he has come to be identified com 
pletely with the strange content of his 
doctrine. Orpheus, the harmony of na 
ture, charmed all creatures with his

sweet song and the gende notes of his 
lute. Not even Hades, god of the un 
derworld, could withstand the plaintive 
grandeur of the divine music. There 
was only one way that the harmony of 
the world could be destroyed. In the 
legend, Orpheus, after the death of Eury 
dice, wandered broken hearted among 
the snowy peaks of the high mountains 
Rhodope and Haemus. Here he sang
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the lyrics of his grief to the ringing 
strings of his lyre.

Bacchantic bands of Ciconian women 
roamed these mountains, performing the 
orgies of the god Bacchus. They gath 
ered about Orpheus, inviting him to 
join in their frenzies. When he refused 
they grew angry and attacked him with 
javelins and arrows, but the sweet singer 
was protected from all harm by the magic 
of his song. Then the Bacchantes hit 
upon their evil subterfuge. They raised 
their voices in shrill discordant cries un 
til they drowned out the gentle music 
of the Divine Bard. His protection thus 
overcome, he was torn limb from limb 
by the frantic Bacchantes. This is sym 
bolical of the manner in which the uni 
versal principle of harmony is destroyed 
by the discordances of materialism and 
the false doctrines arising from souls in 
toxicated with the delusion of materi 
alism.

Eurydice is one of the earliest forms 
of the Virgin of the World. She re 
presents the human soul as differentiated 
from Orpheus, the higher spiritual na 
ture. This differentiation is clearly re 
vealed in the Bible by two simple state 
ments, “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” “But the spirit returns to God 
who gave it.”

From the Egyptians we learn that the 
human personality is perishable unless 
it be rendered imperishable by the inter 
cession of the spirit. The personality 
is a compound resulting from a min 
gling of spiritual and material elements. 
During physical life the personality be 
comes the self, and the human being 
has no awareness of self-existence be 
yond the limitations of the personality. 
The personality arises from the egoic 
complex and leads to the identification 
of the spirit with its body. In Egyptian 
metaphysics the personality is called 
"The King that ruleth for a day.” The 
spirit of man is immortal, the body is 
mortal, and the soul, suspended between 
the two extremes, is the mortal which 
becomes immortal through regeneration.

According to the old mysteries the 
spirit looks with infinite compassion 
upon the soul which is struggling up 
ward to final union with its Creator. In

the soul, as in a mirror, the spirit sees 
itself reflected. The spirit rejoices in 
the growth of the soul, bestowing its 
most tender affection upon that mortal 
part which is striving upward toward 
immortality. Humanity itself is the very 
personification of soul-power and soul- 
growth.

In every mortal creature there is the 
longing for liberation, the incessant 
desire to free the life from the encroach 
ments of physical circumstance. Because 
of this it was written in olden times 
that the gods had a peculiar regard for 
humanity. The divinities (spirits) had 
fashioned creatures in their own like 
nesses and of their own substances. 
These creatures, therefore, were the 
children of the gods, being born of eter 
nity and destined to wander for ages in 
the sphere of time.

The Orphics conceived of the soul as 
a radiant maiden in love with her own 
spirit. The spirit was the lover and the 
soul was the beloved. Thus the bards 
and poets used the symbolism of roman 
tic literature to conceal the love story of 
the spirit and the soul. Orpheus, wan 
dering alone in the mountains and cry 
ing for his lost Eurydice is the immortal 
spirit of man grieving for the soul torn 
from him by the sting of the serpent 
of the mind which has been carried away 
into the dark realms of Hades, the state 
of materiality. The Orphic legend is a 
form of the Eleusinian ritual in which 
Persephone, the world soul, is kidnapped 
by Hades, the body principle, and is
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held prisoner in form during the span 
of material life.

We must realize that Orphism was 
basically a mystic cult, and mysticism 
emphasizes the power of love as being 
greater than the power of reason. The 
premise is that the human being may 
experience emotionally that which he 
cannot analyze intellectually; in fact, 
nearly all emotions are destroyed by an 
alysis. They are intangible, inspirational 
reflexes, and are destroyed by the very 
process of definition. The mystical ex 
perience is an intense sublimation of 
emotional force. It is emotion turned 
toward the experiencing of universal 
truth. This discovery of the self in other 
things, and of all things in the self, and 
the resulting tender regard for life and 
all that lives, is the spiritual love of the 
mystics. They learn to know things by 
loving things. This love is a sharing of 
themselves, a sacrament of divine passion 
climaxing in a complete adoration of 
God and the loss of the personal self in 
the impersonal Self.

After the Orphics, the mysterious cult 
of the World Virgin became an esoteric 
part of the religions of Europe and the 
Near East. It formed an important ele 
ment in both the Syrian and Egyptian 
gnosis. In these cults the World Vir 
gin became Sophia, the female personi 
fication of the perfect wisdom of love. 
The emphasis was definitely upon a 
communion or fraternity of the spirit. 
The doctrines of the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man were rea 
sonable extensions of this concept. The 
world was conceived of as a family 
bound together by tender emotional ties. 
It was the realization of these bonds of 
sympathy rather than the legislations of 
the intellect that must bring peace and 
happiness to humanity.

Early in its history the Church waged 
a violent conflict with the great pagan 
systems of Philosophy and religion with 
which it was surrounded. As the power 
of the Church increased it attacked these 
systems more and more openly. In some 
cases it was able to exterminate entirely 
the older cults and heretical groups. So 
perished the Gnostics of Egypt and 
Syria. Some of the pagan orders, how 

ever, were too firmly established to be 
easily crushed. Also they numbered 
among their followers brilliant men well- 
equipped to match their wits against 
the leaders of the Church. Possibly the 
most ingenius of the pagan schools was 
that founded by Manes (Mani) about 
the 3rd Century, A. D. The heresy of 
Manes may be defined as an effort to 
combine Christian theology and Asiatic 
mysticism. In many respects it paral 
leled Neo-Platonism, but exercised a 
much more powerful sphere of immedi 
ate influence.

Gradually Manichaeism became the 
champion of the lost cause of pagan 
metaphysics, assuming the proportions 
of a general depository of classical learn 
ing. St. Augustine was a member of
the sect for some years, then turned 
against it and opposed its principles vig 
orously. After the Emperor Justinian de 
creed the abolishment of all non-Chris 
tian sects the Manichaeans were forced 
to an artifice that was to affect profound 
ly the whole course of Western religion. 
Driven to secrecy by the pressure of both 
State and Church, the followers of 
Manes bound themselves into a society 
of strict observances. Secrecy became 
their watchword. They pledged them 
selves and their worldly goods to the 
perpetuation of their doctrine regardless 
of cost. Thus came into existence a 
secret empire of men bound together by 
an oath. Gradually the Manichaeans 
drew to themselves a powerful group of 
intellectuals who refused to accept theol 
ogy’s effort to dominate the functions 
of the human mind.

From the time of Manes to the present 
day the Church has wrestled with an 
organized structure of heresy. It has 
attempted again and again to destroy 
the hidden empire, but although it has 
cut off branch after branch and cast it 
into the fire the tree lives and sends out 
new green shoots from its hidden root.

The followers of Manes called them 
selves The Sons of the Widow. They 
were the posthumous children of the 
ancient pagan world. Their temples 
had been destroyed, their mysteries pro 
faned, their rituals perverted and their 
symbols misinterpreted, but still they en-
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dured, dedicated to the restoration of 
the Golden Age when wisdom should 
be restored and the tyranny of sex 
should come to an end.

In order to survive, the Manichaeans 
outwardly accepted the orthodox Chris 
tian symbolism and used it to conceal 
their own doctrines. Appearing to con 
form they differed utterly, but so adroit 
was their use of theological terms that 
the Church itself was never entirely sure 
as to which of her children had been 
infected by heretical convictions.

The esoteric politics of the followers 
of Manes can be rather simply expressed. 
All creatures are subject to rulership 
and must give allegiance to some power 
greater than their own personal convic 
tions. There are two kinds of leader 
ship, spiritual and material. Spiritual 
leadership comes from within; material 
leadership is imposed from outside. The 
sources of spiritual leadership are secret, 
concealed from the profane, and beyond 
the ways of mortals. Making use of 
symbols drawn from Christian theology, 
these mystics declared that Christ sym 
bolized spiritual leadership, and the 
Church material leadership. Thus they 
opposed Christ and his Church, one 
against the other, to the consternation 
of the clergy.

The religion of Christ is Love, which 
has its seat in the heart. The religion 
of the Church is Law, which had its 
seat in the hierarchy. The church at 
tempted to force conformity upon its 
members, and against this conformity the 
secret societies worked their stratagems. 
The religion of Christ was the religion 
of love freely given without limit or 
boundary. Those who practiced the 
brotherhood of man lived virtuous lives 
and kept certain simple rites and sacra 
ments and were the members of one in 
visible body— the Body of Christ. This 
invisible body, the Secret Empire of the 
Good, was the spiritual part of human 
civilization. This spiritual part strug 
gled against the material ambitions of 
princes and priests who sought temporal 
supremacy in defiance of the words of 
Christ, that His Kingdom was not of 
this world.

The Albigcnsian heresy which spread 
throughout Southern France during the 
12th Century certainly originated among 
the secret adepts of Manichaeism. The 
Albigenses combined a number of di 
verse elements in their political meta 
physics. Classical Greek thinkers, Syrian 
mystics and cabalists, Mohammedan 
theists, and Asiatic pantheists, all min 
gled their threads of belief in the Albi- 
gensian pattern of things. There was 
a confusion of religion, philosophy, de 
mocracy and trade unions all bound to 
gether as a kind of primitive church 
fraternizing with similar groups in the 
Netherlands and along the German 
Rhine. The Albigenses exhibited a 
very practical turn of mind and decided 
to make use of the Crusades as a means 
of setting up Jerusalem as the capital of 
the spiritual world, thus unseating the 
supremacy of Rome. Godefroy de 
Bouillon, proclaimed King of Jerusalem, 
was the heroic liberal of the day. He 
was given the title Knight of the Swan, 
a spiritual Lohengrin sent to save Elsa, 
the Virgin of the World, from the con 
spiracy of the Church and State.

The whole Grail cycle is another by 
product of the doctrines of Manes as 
these were circulated by the Albigenses. 
Among this same sect we also observe 
the origin of an extreme socialistic ten 
dency verging upon communism com 
bined with a strong appeal for a public 
school system. Socialized medicine, the 
freedom of the ballot, and religious toler 
ance were a little too much for the 12th 
and 13th Centuries, so the Albigenses 
were subjected to a thorough program 
of extermination.

With them perished the Knights 
Templars of Jerusalem who were party 
to the scheme. But before they perished 
these industrious heretics set up the ma 
chinery for the Alchemists, the Trou 
badours, the medieval Cabalists, one 
branch of the Illuminati, the Rosicru- 
cians, the German Trade Guilds, specu 
lative Freemasonry, and the French and 
American Revolutions.

The Manichaeans, the Neo-Manichae- 
ans, and the Post-Manichaeans, went 
far afield to find grist for their mill. 
There was an old Druidic footing un-



1946 TH E MEISTERSINGERS OF NUREMBERG 31

der the culture of the Gauls. One of 
the three branches of the Druid Order 
was known as the Bards. They were 
the wandering poets and ministréis; the 
singers of mysteries. Like the Lohans, 
the singing Buddhist priests of China, 
these Bards concealed profound spiritual 
truths under gay songs, stories, fables, 
and myths. But unlike the Lohans, the 
Bards were a closely organized group. 
They had signs, words, and secret means 
of knowing one another. They had a 
sign of distress which compelled others 
of their order to come to their assistance 
in time of trouble. These wandering 
singers and story tellers played an im 
portant part in the social life of their 
time. They carried news from place to 
place and were the only means by 
which the fabric of early European cul 
ture was held together. Needless to 
say, the news which filtered through 
the Bards took on a coloring appropriate 
to the problem of the moment. In this 
way these poet-singers exercised a power 
ful political influence.

The machinery of the Druidic mys 
teries was revived by the Sons of Manes 
to become the mechanism behind the 
Troubadours. These Troubadous were 
armed with one of the most important 
of all psychological formulas; if you 
would change the world teach the 
young. They appointed themselves 
tutors of chivalry, and were regarded as 
peculiarly equipped to endow youth 
with an appropriate cultural viewpoint. 
Most of their advice was simple, honest 
and effective. For example, always mend 
an open seam in your garment; it is 
more important than to mend a hole. 
A hole may indicate long wear, but an 
open seam represents carelessness. An 
other precious bit of advice was, in ef 
fect: It is not important that the rich
dress well, but most important that the 
poor dress neatly; small means plus neat 
ness equals character.

It may be inferred by the conse 
quences that the Troubadours did not 
limit themselves to a consideration of 
what the well-dressed young man should 
wear; the advice always bordered upon 
the rights of man. It taught chivalry 
toward the weak and emphasized that

service for the common good was na 
ture’s highest calling. From the Trou 
badours came those glorious myths and 
legends of the Age of Chivalry, the 
moral fables that right always conquers 
and nobility of spirit is the only true 
nobility to which man can attain. Many 
of our children’s fairy tales were first 
sung by the Troubadours. Sometimes 
the original story is much older, but 
these minstrels found a way to adapt 
the legends to their own purposes.

The Church was somewhat at a loss 
in determining how to treat these wan 
dering moralists. The Troubadours 
were most circumspect and adroit in 
concealing their hidden purposes. St. 
Francis of Assisi was a Troubadour yet 
the Church canonized him, and it also 
had a warm spot in its heart for another 
brother of this mystic tie, the poet 
Dante. Yet in spite of their piety these 
Bards were basically heretics and were 
fighting with all the wisdom and cour 
age they possessed to overthrow the 
temporal power of the Church and 
State. They were equipping the masses 
to rise, but had learned from experience 
that revolution could not come quickly.

The great rituals of the Troubadours 
were called the Courts of Love. Here, 
under the guise of a most elementary 
and material passion, they preached the 
gospel of the Divine Love of God for 
man, and the human love which alone 
could bring the brotherhood of human 
ity. Like the Persian Omar who was
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always singing of his love for wine, the 
Troubadours dedicated impassioned bal 
lads to the fair lady of their hearts. 
Only the initiates, however, knew that 
this lady was Isis of Sais or Diana of 
the Ephesians.

But if the Troubadours worked quietly 
and industriously to obtain their pur 
poses, their adversaries were no less cun 
ning. The Church and State fully 
aware that open rebellion threatened if 
the Troubadours were successful in set 
ting up their Courts of Love (World 
Democracy), quietly but relentlessly tore 
down, as best they could, each structure 
built by the Troubadours. To meet the 
larger need the Inquisition was set up, 
and one by one the Initiates of Manes 
were trapped on some pretext— always 
they were tried for some other crime— 
but the real reason for their destruction 
was their political plotting against the 
autocracy of their time. Again the Sons 
of the Widow perished at the stake or 
gibbet, or were broken on the rack, but 
the broken sword of the Templars be 
came the dagger of the Revolutions.

With the development of European 
civilization the problem of universal re 
formation in Europe assumed complex 
ity. Gradually the power of the esoteric 
tradition was transferred from religious 
societies to the Trade Unions. These 
Trade Unions were societies of artisans 
nourished by the apprentice system. The 
secrets of various arts and crafts were 
jealously guarded by the guild masters, 
whose arms and crests dangled from 
hooks around the great Guild Cup in 
the midst of their lodge. This Guild 
Cup was again the chalice of Bacchus, 
the Holy Grail, and the Symbolical Cup 
of the Mysteries.

There can be no doubt that the guild 
masters used the language of their crafts 
to conceal the mysticism of the great ref 
ormation. Each guild taught the uni 
versal mystery in the language of its 
own art. Thus within architectural 
terms the stonemasons concealed the 
building of the Universal Temple of 
the Brotherhood of Man.

One of the purposes of the guilds was 
to protect its members from unfair com 
petition so as to secure adequate oppor 

tunity for the practice of one’s trade or 
profession, and to maintain a high stand 
ard of excellence through preventing 
those who lacked ability from practicing 
a particular art or craft.

The guild system took deep root in 
Germany, but was also well established 
on the Continent and in England. So 
far as the world knew, the guilds were 
simply Trade Unions, but there was 
scarcely one of them which was not di 
rectly influenced by the old heresy of 
Manes. Probably some of the masters 
themselves did not know this, but the 
old rules were strictly enforced, and be 
hind each of the rules and observances 
there was a meaning of profound social 
significance.

Sometimes spies slipped into the 
guilds, but it did little good because they 
could discover nothing in the wording 
or the transactions which they could 
prove to be heretical or contrary to exist 
ing governments. All the arcana was 
concealed under double meaning, and 
only after years of observation and test 
ing were members permitted to be party 
to the deeper issues.

Modern Freemasonry certainly e- 
merged from the system of guilds. It 
is said that the English antiquarian, Sir 
Elias Ashmole, founder of the Ash- 
molian Museum at Oxford, was the first 
Gentleman (Gentleman in this case 
meaning a helpless intellectual) to be 
initiated into the order of Freemasonry. 
As Ashmole had no knowledge of stone- 
masonry, it was not reasonable that he 
should be initiated as an operative arti 
san. He was therefore made an honor 
ary member, establishing a precedent 
that was to result in a complete shift 
of Masonic foundations. Within a cen 
tury the emphasis was changed and the 
honorary Masons came into control of 
the entire Society.

It is difficult to distinguish the details 
of the transition which resulted in the 
emergence of the German Minnesingers 
from the older body of the Bards and 
Troubadours. The term Minnesang 
(minne meaning love) was originally 
applied to the song or poem written 
by a knight to express his passionate 
devotion to the mistress of his heart.
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It was not long, however, before the 
term took on a wider meaning to in 
clude all of music and poesy, religious, 
political, and amorous.

The principles of the Minnesang 
reached Germany from Provence, which 
was one of the last strongholds of the 
Troubadours. The kings of Provence 
were patrons of the arts, and under 
their protection there was a brief flower 
ing of song and poetry.

An interesting element in the Minne 
sang was its constant emphasis upon 
hopeless emotional attachments. The 
poet must address his song to some 
married lady whose favors he might 
never hope to attain. Her identity must 
remain a secret; her name must not be 
spoken; but the gallant knight must 
pine away in desperate poetic devotion, 
crying out his heart in anguished song 
burdened with the implications of the 
minor key. The lady in question never 
knew the agony that she inspired, and 
was deprived even of the privilege of 
enjoying the gallant flattery of the occa 
sion. It has been opined by some his 
torians that the love songs may have led 
to clandestine relationships, but if so it 
was distinctly against the rules of the 
Minnesang, for hopelessness was an 
essential factor in the art.

There is some question as to the effect 
of the Minnesang upon the poetry and 
music of the period. The rules were so 
strictly enforced that little opportunity 
remained for individual expression. The 
real emphasis was upon the technique, 
skill rather than beauty being most de 
sired and most highly rewarded in the 
competitions of the order. One of the 
greatest of the Minnesingers, Reinmar of 
Alsace, was called “the scholastic phi 
losopher of unhappy love.”

There was much more beneath the 
surface of the Minnesang than has been 
apparent to casual historians. In fact, 
it seems strange that the words of the 
singers themselves have not intrigued 
the thoughtful-minded. The forlorn 
knights, lamenting the cruelties of fate 
which forever denied them the objects 
of their mortal passions, were scarcely 
consistent with the moral irresponsibility 
of their times. The songs themselves, by

the very extravagances of their idiom, 
reveal their inner content. The lady 
fair became a goddess, her beauty, grace 
and virtue transcending all human 
powers of expression. No mortal might 
aspire to such perfection, and the poor 
singer, bereft of his senses, was left to 
perish of inconsolable dejection.

It was assumed that the identity of 
this goddess was withheld to prevent 
domestic complications, but this is only 
an assumption of those untouched by 
the mysterious working of the muses. 
The fair lady was not named because 
she never existed as a mortal woman. 
She was the Sophia of the Gnostics, the 
Virgin of the World, the Mother of 
Mysteries. The hopeless love of Dante 
for his Beatrice is a typical example of 
this symbolism, for in the Paradisio it is 
Beatrice who guides Dante through the 
mysteries of the heavenly worlds. Bea 
trice is the soul itself toward which the 
poet lifts up his anguished verse; she is 
the universal beauty toward which all 
aspire, yet which remains in substance 
unattainable.

It is easy to see how the ideals of the 
Minnesingers, their religious, philosoph 
ical, and political convictions, could be 
personified as the secret lady of their 
hearts. They sought and loved truth 
above all other considerations, yet the 
truth that they adored was always be 
yond them; ever sought but never at 
tained. Thus the Minnesingers belonged 
to the Orders of the Quest, and their 
plaintive melodies represented the eter 
nal heart-cry of the suffering world seek 
ing a better way of life.

As most of the Minnesingers were 
drawn from the ranks of the gentry, it 
was only natural that the less privileged 
classes should develop their version of 
the same conviction. The rustics also 
had their song-fests, but did not share 
so intensely the note of frustration that 
dominated their betters. The peasant 
songs celebrated the seasons, the growth 
and maturity of life, harvests and fes 
tivals, and the natural phenomena which 
surrounded them. The villagers could 
not share in the aristocratic despondency, 
although they attempted to imitate the 
style. As a consequence their songs
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and poems have about them a lightness 
and a freedom peculiar to folk music. 
Untrained in meter and the require 
ments of an exact art, the peasants pre 
served the natural melodies of their na 
tions and districts. They had no phi 
losophy to burden their theme. As the 
cult of the song spread, it seemed that 
all Europe participated in a spontaneous 
outburst of music.

Out of the Minnesingers, with their 
combination of mournful tunes and the 
gay music of the common people, 
evolved the Meistersingcrs, the burgher 
musicians of Germany. It is difficult 
to define these masters of song by any 
general statement. For the most part 
the order was composed of artisans, 
good solid citizens with long coats, 
square-toed shoes, and solid orthodox 
religious convictions. They were good, 
practical men, hard-working, shrewd, 
and skilled in their crafts. Few, if any, 
had received formal education in music, 
and their talents were natural rather 
than acquired. They plied their various 
trades, supported their families, and 
took an active part in the business of 
their communities. It is not easy to ex 
plain why this type of sturdy burgher 
should suddenly burst into song, much 
less circumscribe his musical efforts with 
a variety of natural and artificial haz 
ards. The answer must be found in a 
study of the structure of the guilds.

The Meistersingers were drawn from 
a variety of crafts and trades each of 
which had its own guild. Each of these 
guilds was a closed corporation which 
could only be approached by the long, 
tiresome road of apprenticeship. When 
a man became a master in his guild he 
was an important citizen, respected and 
respectable. Frequently he was sur 
rounded by a constellation of apprentices 
who considered it a signal honor to 
gain their training from a renowned 
master. This was a kind of craft Mason 
ry. The master estimated the ability of 
his apprentices confiding his choice 
secrets to the more promising. Usually 
he was a father to his apprentices. They 
might live in his home and mingle with 
his family, but always he was the 
master and his word was law.

The Meistersingers constituted a kind 
of over-guild, for it was not limited to 
the members of any particular trade. It 
might even occasionally receive members 
of the lesser nobility who practiced no 
trade at all. The upward trend of hu 
man consciousness is evidenced in this 
arrangement. The artisans became the 
artist. Excellence was an escape to 
something greater. The craftsman sensed 
a creative genius born within himself. 
There was some mystic tie between the 
ability to make a good pair of shoes 
and the skill to paint a great picture. 
How can we divide art and skill except 
by assuming for art a higher motive? 
Even then can we really say that the 
motive is higher, for who shall deny 
the natural pride that comes to the cob 
bler when he has completed an excep 
tionally fine pair of boots? Part of his 
own soul has gone into those boots, and 
he has shared for an instant in a uni 
versal creating power. It was pride of 
craft and pride of accomplishment that 
inspired the masters to the forming of 
their over-guild. Skill gave them cour 
age, and their honorable estates contrib 
uted to their spiritual ambitions.

It must have happened in the long 
history of the guilds that the tailor came 
to realize he had something in common 
with the stonecutter. Likewise the 
apothecary shared certain general convic 
tions with the cobbler. All the guilds 
served human needs, and were in agree 
ment on a broad program of ethics. 
To these men fair business practice was 
a part of religion. To be masters in 
good standing they had to lead blameless 
lives under the constant observation of 
their fellow townsmen. An unworthy 
action not only disgraced the master but 
cast a reflection upon his guild, and his 
brother workers shared in his disgrace. 
Each must contribute his part to the 
glory of his craft and by his craft the 
glory of his land and time.

With so many convictions in common, 
and these convictions themselves on a 
high level of idealism, it was only nat 
ural that some common meeting ground 
should arise in which these ideals could 
dominate. The demand for growth was 
also a consideration. The master tailor,
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having exhausted the reasonable bound 
aries of his trade, sought new worlds 
to conquer. There was no escape into 
higher economic brackets. In fact, the 
comfortable burgher was not overly am 
bitious to add to his worldly goods, but 
with the spirit of the master working 
within him, he required an ever-present 
challenge: there must always be some 
thing more to be mastered.

The long shadows of the Manichcan 
doctrine reached into the guild halls, and 
even into the somber cloisters of the 
Cathedral. The guilds were champions 
of the human cause, institutions of fair 
play and honest practice. They were 
co-operatives, protecting their members 
from society in general and protecting 
society from shoddy goods and unreason 
able exploitation. In their way the 
guilds legislated the life of their times, 
and these solid, good hearted citizens 
endeavored in all things to judge right 
eous judgment. What better place could 
be found in which to plant the seeds of 
the democratic dream? From these small 
centers of self-government might flow 
the concept of the World Guild, the 
World Commonwealth, indeed the 
Philosophic Empire.

The Meistersingers declared their or 
der to have originated with twelve 
guild poets who had derived their in 
spirations from the Troubadours and the 
Minnesingers. The very selection of 
this number indicates that the order 
derived its symbolism from the old mys 
teries which always celebrated twelve 
gods, twelve prophets, twelve patriarchs, 
or twelve disciples.

Unlike the Minnesingers with their 
doleful burden, their hopeless love, the

Meistersingers chose their themes as 
fancy dictated. There were love songs, 
for even these stolid craftsmen were in 
curable romanticists. But there was also 
a variety of motivations behind their 
poems and songs. With them the prin 
cipal consideration was obedience to the 
rules of the guild. Like most Free- 
masonic groups, the Order was divided 
into three degrees according to the spe 
cialties and abilities of the members. One 
degree consisted of those who wrote 
verse suitable to be set to music. An 
other degree composed music to lyrics 
written by some other poet.

The masters were those who com 
posed appropriate words and invented 
melodies proper to these words accord 
ing to the rules of the Order. On vari 
ous occasions, usually Easter, Whitsun 
tide, and Christmas, there were special 
competitions in which the masters sub 
mitted their compositions to the criticism 
of their fellows, and for the approval of 
the local populace. The songs had to 
be sung without accompaniment, and 
the judges, though fair, were exceeding 
ly critical of the slightest infringement 
of the traditional style.

At the competitions a M erger was ap 
pointed to keep score and to mark 
against the contestant any infringement 
of the laws governing the art, and these 
were recorded in the Tabulator or law 
book of the guild.

Hans Sachs, immortalized by Wagner 
in his opera Die Meistcrsinger, can 
scarcely be accepted as a typical example 
of the order, for he was a gifted poet 
in his own right. Under his leadership 
the local group reached heights of crea 
tive ingenuity and an inspirational qual-
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ity far beyond that of the school in gen 
eral. It was Hans Sachs who recog 
nized the importance of the internal 
content of the composition, whereas 
most of his contemporaries were con 
cerned only with the mechanical struc 
ture. Wagner makes much of this point 
in his opera.

Die Meistersinger is usually regarded 
as Wagner’s one and only musical com 
edy. It is far more. It is his defense 
of his own position in the world of 
music. He was seeking desperately for 
a Hans Sachs who could understand 
innovation in musical composition. 
Through the opera he defended his 
right to break traditional rules in order 
to accomplish a high purpose in artistry.

The 16th Century brought to an end 
the cycle of the Meistersingers, although 
traditions survived another three hun 
dred years. The motion of civilization 
toward what we now call the modern 
way of life was fatal to groups as gendy 
sentimental in their own way as the 
Meistersingers. The artisans gave more 
and more to their work and less to their 
art. Under intensive competitive pres 
sure the high ideals of the guilds began 
to decline. It was impossible to main 
tain the idealism of fair practice. As

the ethical overtones were compromised, 
the esthetic pride of achievement gave 
place to a frantic program of production.

Another instrument for the perpetua 
tion of the Masonry of Manes thus came 
to an end, and the old Order turned 
directly to political institutions and polit 
ical idealists as the vehicle of its pur 
poses. The hope of reformation was 
giving away to the determination for rev 
olution and the secret schools girded 
themselves for the coming combat. The 
secret democracy of the guilds paved the 
way for the open democracy of nations. 
The plan for universal education relent 
lessly moved forward. The invention of 
printing, the colonizing of the Western 
Hemisphere, the rise of the inductive 
theory of science, the Protestant Refor 
mation—all these dramatic moving forces 
carried forward the secret program of 
the old mystics. Today we work open 
ly for the Four Freedoms which have 
come to mean much in our daily living 
—Freedom to Worship God, Freedom 
of Speech, Freedom from Want, and 
Freedom from Fear. These Four Free 
doms are just a modern statement of 
the heresy of Manes, that strange old 
cult which came from Persia eighteen 
centuries ago, and in spite of persecution 
and defamation simply refused to die.

------o------

H IN TS TO  T H E UNHAPPILY MARRIED

Max von Boehn, in his Dolls and Puppets, tells us that in the Temple of Unfor 
tunate Women in Canton, China, there formerly hung upside down many paper 
figures of men. These figures had been made and hung in the Temple by unhappy 
wives who believed that this inversion would result in the reforming of their 
husbands’ dispositions. By reversing their figures, they hoped also to reverse their 
way of life.



T " ' HE exact date of the introduction 
of Buddhism into China has not 

yet been satisfactorily established. There 
are legends to the effect that this great 
school of Hindu philosophy may have 
reached the Middle Kingdom as early 
as the 2nd Century B. C. If so, its in 
fluence at that time was comparatively 
slight. According to the annals, how 
ever, the faith was formally received by 
the Emperor of China in 61 A.D. This 
Emperor, Ming, had a curious dream in 
which a golden image appeared to him. 
The imperial diviners interpreted the 
dream to signify that a great teaching 
from another land desired entrance into 
the country. The Emperor dispatched 
eighteen scholars to establish contact 
with India, and within a short time the 
Golden Image (Buddhism), found sanc 
tuary among the literati of Grand 
Cathay.

The Buddhist monks from India evi- 
dendy were men of outstanding integrity 
and scholarship. These venerable men, 
untouched by worldly ambitions and de 
voted wholly to the disciplines of their 
philosophy, created schools and sacred 
houses. Here they taught and lived ac 
cording to rules of strict austerity. 
Their lives were above reproach; their 
manners gracious, simple, and kindly.

The Great Vehicle

The Mysteries of 
Northern Buddhism

Their first important task was to trans 
late the life of Buddha into the Chinese 
language, no simple undertaking when 
one realizes the almost insurmountable 
difficulties presented by the intricate 
structure of the Chinese idiom. These 
first translations were monuments to the 
genius and subtlety of the Buddhist 
patriarchs.

The Chinese texts were completed 
with a style and beauty that equaled 
the greatest works of the Chinese poets. 
Even the Chinese themselves were aston 
ished, and the results attained seemed 
little less than miraculous. These stran 
gers who spoke not a word of the lan 
guage when they arrived, attained in a 
few short years a fluency of style by 
which the Chinese characters were 
adapted to the most involved and ab 
stract requirements of Buddhist meta 
physics.

The Mongols, a severe and detached 
people, critical of all foreigners and 
suspicious of all innovations, subjected 
Buddhist monks to a long period of sur 
veillance. They watched the daily lives 
of the quiet, scholarly monks. They 
observed with interest the charitable in 
stitutions which came into being. Grad 
ually the Mongolian aloofness softened, 
and within a century China took Bud-

37
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hism to its heart. In the centuries that 
followed, the political agitations which 
moved China brought periods of perse 
cution to the Indian schools, but in the 
main Buddhism flourished and has con 
tinued for nearly twenty centuries to 
influence the art, literature, morals, and 
ethics of the Chinese people.

Today the power of Buddhist philos 
ophy is increasing in China. Even the 
establishment of the Chinese Republic, 
the opening of the country to foreign 
missions, internal revolutions, and inva 
sion by foreign powers, have not dim 
inished the vitality of the great Buddhist 
Society of China. Young scholars are 
rising up to sustain and spread the 
teachings of the older masters. The 
Chinese themselves are transforming the 
doctrine, adapting it to an international 
perspective, and preparing its schools 
and cloisters to support the growing and 
unfolding spirit of the new China.

More interesting still has been the im 
pact of the Christian missions upon the 
body of the Buddhist society. Within 
the last twenty years Christian mission 
aries have realized the necessity of 
equipping themselves with a working 
knowledge of Chinese Buddhism. Most 
mission schools now have available text 
books devoted entirely to the Buddhist 
perspective. Whereas in the last century 
Buddhism was regarded as a powerful 
and dangerous form of heathenism, the 
well-informed missionary of today is 
moved to a sincere acknowledgement of 
the dignity, integrity, and sincerity of 
the better educated Buddhist scholars, 
and is not above acknowledging that 
there are many ethical and doctrinal 
issues in which Buddhism can enrich 
and clarify Christian perspective.

Early Buddhism in India was an aus 
tere school of metaphysical asceticism. 
The Buddhist monks formed a class 
apart. They practiced disciplines of med 
itation and realization, and were bound 
together in a confraternity of penance 
and self-imposed poverty. So abstract 
were the teachings, and so severe the 
rules and regulations, that the school 
had but slight popular appeal. India 
has a long and distinguished tradition 
emphasizing the life of mendicancy and

detachment from worldly affairs. As 
ceticism in India was far older than 
Buddhism, and while the Buddhist men 
dicants and monks were honored and 
respected, even venerated, they were re 
garded as a class apart, too sacred to be 
approached by the profane.

It soon became apparent to the more 
civic minded of the Buddhist leaders 
that the school would never accomplish 
its purpose unless it found some way to 
reach the masses by a doctrine of inspir 
ation and hope. Gradually a division 
took place. The stream of Buddhist 
learning separated into two main di 
visions, one of which flowed southward 
toward Ceylon and the other eastward 
and northward toward China and mid 
dle Asia.

The stream which flowed southward 
was called the Hinayana, or the Small 
Vehicle—literally, the Little Cart. This 
was the old austere part of the Buddhist 
Society. It reserved the benefits of the 
Middle Path for those who had taken 
the obligations of the brotherhood and 
dedicated themselves completely to the 
religious life. Only such as renounced 
entirely the world and its attachments 
could hope to attain Nirvana.

The stream of Buddhism which moved 
eastward and northward was vitalized 
by several outstanding teachers who rec 
ognized the need for a faith which 
could offer clerical advantages to thç 
laity as well as the clergy. Gradually 
the doctrinal structure was modified, 
and from these changes and modifica 
tions the Mahayana School, the Great 
Vehicle, came into existence. Although 
Mahayana Buddhism originated in In 
dia, it was in China that the system 
was perfected, and from China it spread 
to Korea, Tibet, and Japan. Today 
Mahayana Buddhism is the dominant 
sect, and its doctrines have influenced, 
to some degree at least, nearly all of the 
forty-six Buddhist nations of Asia.

As early as the 3rd and 4th Centuries 
A. D. the formal center of Buddhism 
began shifting from India to China, al 
though the Indian schools retained tra 
ditional dignity. In the 6th Century 
the great Buddhist patriarch, Bodhi- 
dharma (Chinese Tamo, Japanese Da-
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ruma) left India and established himself 
in China. Bodhidharma was the twen 
ty-eighth patriarch in direct descent from 
Gautama. He was therefore the un 
questioned head of the Mahayana Bud 
dhist Society. He brought with him 
to China the esoteric school of the 
Dhyana (Japanese Zen) a system of ad 
vanced meditation upon the unreality 
of all sentient phenomena. With the 
arrival in China of Bodhidharma, Bud 
dhism acknowledged the Middle King 
dom as its principle headquarters.

The Mahayana school unfolded to a 
series of revelations in which the primi 
tive doctrine was variously amended and 
amplified. The real purpose of these 
modifications was to justify and prove 
that the doctrine insured the salvation 
of all creatures, animate and inanimate, 
and was therefore a universal philosophy 
and a universal religion. It went so far 
as to affirm that the non-Buddhists, 
either those unacquainted with the doc 
trine or those addicted to contrary be 
liefs, still shared the right of salvation 
through the performance of good works 
alone. It was discipline and action 
which constituted the holy life. En 
lightened action, motivated by self-dis 
cipline, guaranteed the ultimate attain 
ment regardless of the sect or creed to 
which the individual belonged.

To the student of Buddhist thought 
a most interesting problem arises in 
connection with the Mahayana school. 
In its gradual motion from India to 
China, this sect added several spiritual 
beings to its pantheon. Foremost among 
these is the Celestial Buddha Amitabha, 
the Buddha of Boundless Light. This 
great being is entirely unknown to the 
southern school, nor does his name oc 
cur in the ancient writings of Hindu 
Buddhism. He has not been adapted 
from any of the old gods of the Vedas, 
yet we cannot suppose that the vener 
able masters of the Great Vehicle form 
ulated this concept of divinity without 
a profound reason and a vital and sig 
nificant purpose.

Who or what then, is Amitabha? 
And how came he to be master of the 
cult of the Pure Land? Amitabha is 
Lord of the Western Paradise (Sanskrit

Sukhavati). It is this Western Paradise 
which is the Pure Land. It is a heaven- 
world filled with beauty and goodness. 
Its gates are open to all who make the 
great pilgrimage of the Law. Even the 
most humble who perform the good 
works will find rest and peace in the 
Golden Pagoda of the West. Here 
heavenly musicians chant the harmony 
of the worlds. Here saints and sages 
meditate in gardens of jeweled trees. 
Here is the end of pain, a glorious habi 
tation of the redeemed; the City of the 
Golden Lotus connected with the earth 
by the slender bridge of compassion.

The old Buddhism of India, the stern 
Hinayana with its narrow gate, had no 
teaching about the Western Paradise. 
There was only earth and its illusion, 
and Nirvana, the absolute extinction of 
all desire. In considering this question 
we must, in fairness, examine several 
opinions which have been advanced. 
One group suggests that the Western 
Paradise is the result of an early contact 
between Buddhism and Nestorian Chris 
tianity. Even missionaries are inclined 
to agree that there is something very 
reminiscent of the Christian concept of 
Heaven in the Buddhist Paradise of the 
West.

Another group suggests that Ami- 
tabha’s world of heavenly bliss is the 
inevitable result of the folk, the pres 
sure of the popular mind upon Bud 
dhist philosophy. As the system in 
creased to include non-scholars, the com 
mon mind was incapable of contemplat 
ing the abstraction of Nirvana. Con-
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cepts from old pre-Buddhistic legendry 
and lore, and the popular necessity for 
an interpretation of happiness in terms 
understandable to the uninitiated, re 
quired an enlargement of the Buddhis 
tic pattern to include certain emotional 
elements.

The critics of Buddhism have inti 
mated that the introduction of Amitabha 
was a deliberate compromise with pop 
ular opinion, to strengthen the tem 
poral power of the sect. It seems to me, 
however, that this is an unfair criticism. 
The history of Buddhism from the be 
ginning has revealed consistent strength 
and integrity on the part of its leaders. 
The elements of the patterns are much 
deeper, and only a reasonable acquaint 
ance with Buddhistic philosophy can 
supply the keys to this curious riddle.

Amitabha’s paradise is structurally 
similar to the heavenly world as it oc 
curs in the beliefs of nearly all religious 
groups. Like Indra’s Paradise and 
Votan’s Valhalla, it is an intermediate 
state between the mortal world and the 
ultimate of perfection contemplated by 
the initiated. The informed Buddhist 
recognizes the Paradise of the West as 
the summit of the illusionary sphere. 
It is not a compromise, but the mere 
acceptance of certain requirements and 
limitations of consciousness inevitable 
to the greater part of humankind. It 
stands in the same relationship to the 
true Christian conception of heaven as 
the Apocalyptical City of God with its 
streets of gold and jeweled gates.

The human concepts of punishment 
and reward are always measured in 
terms of the spiritual growth of the in 
dividual. Buddhism accepts this, and 
uses the elements of human nature as 
the proper means for the perfection of 
that nature. The average man’s con 
ception of life after death is merely the 
extension of his present living into an 
abstract state. Heaven is a sphere of 
fulfillment, a place in which the indi 
vidual ceases all unpleasant action and 
enjoys such pleasures as are peculiarly 
enjoyable to himself. It was rather ob 
vious that Mahayana Buddhism, because 
it was the Great Vehicle offering en 
lightenment to all, must postulate an en 

lightenment suitable for the greater 
number. This did not mean that the 
conception of Nirvana had been compro 
mised; it was merely the emphasis upon 
an eternal intermediate state. Sukhavati 
was a degree of development, a state of 
unfoldment superior to the material 
condition but inferior to the absolute 
end, which was incomprehensible.

Nirvana could not be explained to the 
laity; it could only be experienced by 
the highly developed adept. The great 
work, the perfection of self, attained the 
great end, the attainment of the Self. 
Lesser work, though in nature virtuous, 
must attain a lesser end. The perform 
ance of good deeds, the purification of 
the aspiration, and the development of 
honesty and charitable impulses result 
in the creation of good karma. This 
karma, in turn, must be fulfilled by 
corresponding improvement of the spir 
itual estate, but there are many degrees 
of good karma resulting in a variety of 
rewards. Supreme attainment is the re 
ward of Supreme action. In Buddhism 
supreme action arises from complete 
discipline and initiation into the most 
advanced esoteric exercises. Such disci 
pline and exercises are neither practical 
nor possible to the whole body of Maha 
yana Buddhism.

As in all esoteric systems, there are 
two codes, one for the initiated and one 
for the uninitiated. This was equally 
true of primitive Christianity. The aver 
age person can improve the quality of 
his living, refine his emotions, and ac 
cept a greater responsibility for his ac 
tions. These are the virtues of the laity. 
The initiated must practice these virtues 
also, but must go beyond into the great 
ocean of the doctrine. The paradise of 
Amitabha represents the sphere of karmic 
compensation for those who obey and 
live the simple doctrines suitable to the 
average man. It is a state of conscious 
ness which he can comprehend, and 
which becomes his reward, because to 
him it is understandable as reward. 
The Western Paradise existed always in 
Buddhism, but it was unnecessary to 
emphasize the concept until the faith 
was enlarged to include those incapable 
of the supreme achievement.
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T I B E T A N  G O L D  B R O N Z E  F I G U R E  O F  T H E  B O D H 1 S A T T V A  M A N J U S R I

A n  u n u su a lly  p le a s in g  re p re se n ta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in ity  p e r so n ify in g  th e  m a g ica l 
p o w er o f  w isd o m . T h e  e sse n tia l sy m bo l of th e  d iv in ity  is th e  b o o k  su p p o rte d  by 
th e  flo ria ted  d ev ice  r is in g  fro m  th e  e lb o w  o f  th e  le ft a rm . T h e  b o o k  is rep resen ted  
by th e  re c ta n g le  re s tin g  on  th e  op en  lo tu s  flo w er n e ar th e  top  o f  th e  d e s ig n . T h e  
u p ra ised  r ig h t  a rm  o r ig in a lly  h e ld  th e  sw ord  w h ic h , b e in g  re m o v a b le , w a s  lost 
b e fo re  th e  im a g e  rea ch ed  th is  co u n try .

T h e  c h a rm  an d  g ra ce  o f  th e  p o stu re , an d  th e  sk ill w ith  w h ic h  a flo w in g  m o tio n  
h as been  g iv e n  to th e  d e s ig n , in d ic a te  th a t th is  w as a m e d ita tio n  fig u re . T he 
w o rk m a n s h ip  is T ib e t a n ,  an d  sh o w s a m in g lin g  o f  th e  a r t  m o tifs  o f  In d ia  and  
C h n ia . T h e  f ig u re  is h o llo w , an d  o r ig in a lly  w as filled  w ith  p o w d ered  sa n d a lw o o d . 
In  th e  sa n d a lw o o d  a n u m b e r  o f sm a ll re lics  w e re  se c re te d , in c lu d in g  p eb b les fro m  
s h r in e s , m a g ica l fo rm u la s  o r  th in  p a p e r t ig h tly  ro lle d , bead s o f  se m i-p re c io u s  s to n e , 
a n d  C h in e se  co in s .
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R E V E R S E  O F  A  C H I N E S E  B U D D H I S T  S T E L E — Style of the Tang Dynasty

A  s ta n d in g  fig u re  o f  a B o d h is a ttv a , th e  h ead  su rro u n d e d  by a h a lo ; th e  d esig n  
sh o w s co n s id e ra b le  H in d u  in flu e n ce .

T h e  o b v erse  o f  th e stele  re p re se n ts  B u d d h a  in m e d ita tio n  u n d er th e  b a n y a n  tree , 
an d  th e  tre e  m o t if  has been  c o n tin u e d  on  th e  rev erse  an d  fo rm s  an  a p p ro p ria te  
se tt in g  fo r  th e  B o d h isa ttv a . T h e  e n tir e  c o m p o s itio n  co n v ey s th e  s im p le  d ig n ity  o f 
p r im itiv e  B u d d h is m . T e c h n ic a l ly , th e  w o rk  rev e a ls  an ad v a n ce d  d e g re e  o f  a r tis try , 
an d  m a y  be d e scrib e d  by th e  term  dynamic simplicity.

T h e  tw o  fig u re s  in  re lie f  on  th e  base p ro b a b ly  rep resen t ce le s tia l b e in g s so m e w h a t 
s im ila r  to  th e  o c c id e n ta l co n ce p t o f  a n g e ls . It w as usual to in c lu d e  c re a tu re s  o f  th e  
in v is ib le  w o rld  in an y  re p re se n ta tio n  o f th e  h u m a n  te a ch e rs  an d  A rh a ts  o f  B u d d h is m . 
T h i s  ste le  in v ite s  th e  b e h o ld e r  to  sh a re  in th e  g e n tle  co n te m p la t io n  o f u n iv ersa l 
tru th s , an d  to  d isco v e r  th ro u g h  in w a rd  re a liz a t io n  th e  c a lm  d e ta c h m e n t w h ic h  w as 
a n  e sse n tia l d o c tr in e  o f  th e  G r e a t  V e h ic le .
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A  Ja p a n e s e  sh r in e  o f  th e e a rly  T o k o g a w a  p erio d  re p re se n tin g  th e  B o d h isa ttv n  
o f  C o m p a s s io n  in  th e  fo rm  o f K w a n n o n . T h e  f ig u re  o f  th e  d iv in ity  s ta n d s  u p o n  a 
lo tu s o f  m a n y  p eta ls  w h ic h  is su p p o rte d  o n  a d e s ig n  o f  c lo u d s o r n a m e n te d  w ith  stars . 
T h is  sy m b o lism  im p lie s  th e  e n th r o n e m e n t  o f  th e  B o d h isa ttv n  in th e  ce le s tia l sp h e re .

K w a n n o n  is sh o w n  w ith  m a n y  o f  th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f  th e  B u d d h a  A m ita b h a , an d  the 
sh r in e  th e r e fo re  b e lo n g s  to  th e  sch o o l o f  th e  p u re  la n d . T h e  a u re o le  a ro u n d  th e 
d iv in ity  is o r n a m e n te d  w ith  a n g e lic  fig u re s  c a r r y in g  m u sica l in s tr u m e n ts . T h e s e  a re  
tb e  h e a v en ly  m u s ic ia n s  re p re se n tin g  th e  sw eet m u s ic  o f th e  d o c tr in e . T h e  d o o rs  of 
th e  sh r in e  a re  o r n a m e n te d  w ith  fig u re s  o f A rh a ts  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  g ro u p  k n o w n  as 
th e  L o h a n s . T h e  w o rk m a n s h ip  has been  in flu e n ce d  by tb e  K o re a n  a rtis ts  w h o  
w ere  im p o rted  to  Ja p a n , an d  w h o se  w o rk  is fa m il ia r  to o c c id e n ta l c o lle c to rs  th ro u g h  
th e  e la b o ra te  d e s ig n s  w h ich  d e co ra te  S a tsu m a  w are .

T H E  B O D H f S A T T V A  A V A L O K 1 T E S W A R A
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O n e  o f  th e m ost in te re s tin g  fo rm s o f C h in e se  a rt is th a t in w h ic h  v a rio u s su b je c ts  arc  
d ra w n  o r p a in te d  u p on  sp e c ia lly  p re p ared  leav es. T h e  leav es a rc  a fte rw a rd  m o u n te d  and  
fo rm  th e  p a g es  o f  b o o k s . A  fa v o rite  c o lle c tio n  o f su ch  leav es is th a t m a d e  u p  o f  p o rtra its  
o f  th e  e ig h te e n  L o h a n s . T h e  V e n e ra b le  P u  is here sh o w n  as th e  M a itre y a  B u d d h a . 
T h e  h ap p y  an d  c o n te n te d  A n c ie n t  O n e  is sea ted  at th e  e n tr a n c e  to  a m o u n ta in  re tre a t .

A lth o u g h  th e  L o h a n s  a re  te c h n ic a lly  in clu d ed  a m o n g  th e A rh a ts  o f  B u d d h is m , th e 
term  im p lie d  th e  idea o f  so n g  or c h a n t . T h e y  w ere  th e  s in g e rs  o f  th e  L a w , b u t th e  so n g  
had  th e  q u a lity  o f  w h a t th e  C h in e se  w o u ld  ca ll T a o .  T h e  so n g  w as L if e  m o v in g  u p on  
th e  b re a th  o f  th e  w in d , f lo w in g  th ro u g h  th e  rip p les o f  a p lac id  s tre a m , so u n d in g  fo rth  in 
th e  n o tes  an d  th e  ru stle  o f  b a m b o o  leav es. It  w as th e  S o n g  o f th e  L a w  s in g in g  th ro u g h  
th e  g ro w th  an d  m o tio n  o f  a ll th in g s  fro m  th e  L a w , in th e  L a w , w ith  th e  L a w , an d  
to w a rd  fin a l e m a n c ip a tio n  by a b s o rp tio n  in to  th e  L a w . T h e  L a w  its e lf  is th e  m a n tra m , 
an d  th e  fo rm s  w h ich  it e n g e n d e rs  a rc  th e  M u d ra s  o r  p o stu res . A c tio n  rev ea ls  th e  so n g , 
an d  th e  w o rk s  o f  m en  are  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  m u s ic  o f  th e  sp h eres .

C H I N E S E  L E A F  P A I N T I N G  O F  T H E  L O H A N  P U
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T h e  B u d d h is t  s c h o la r  k n o w s  t h a t  th e  
W e s te r n  P a ra d is e  is  p a rt  o f  th e  i llu s io n  
o f  e x is te n c e ; a fa ir y la n d  s u ita b le  to  th e  
c h ild r e n  o f  th e  fa it h .  I t  is as g e n u in e  
as th e  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l w h o  
still  b e lie v e s  in  th e  re a lity  o f  m a te r ia l  
th in g s . T h e  h o u s e h o ld e r  m ay  tr e a t  h is 
fa m ily  b e tte r  b e ca u se  h e  is  a B u d d h is t  
c o n v e r t ; h e  m a y  b e  k in d e r  to  h is  c h il  
d re n  a n d  d e v o te  m o re  o f  h is  l if e  to  th e  
a c c e p ta n c e  o f  h is  h o n e s t  re s p o n s ib ilitie s . 
T h e s e  v ir tu e s  b r in g  th e ir  k a r m ic  re  
w a rd s . B u t  th is  sa m e  m a n  is  n o t  ca p a  
b le  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o r  e v e n  d e s ir in g  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  su p re m e  tr u th  th a t  
th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  o f  p a re n t  a n d  ch ild  a re  
in  th e m se lv e s  a n  i l lu s io n ; th e r e fo re  h e 
is  in c a p a b le  o f  th e  c o m p le te  d e ta c h m e n t  
n e ce ssa ry  to  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e  im  
p e rso n a l l ife .

S u k h a v a t i  is  th e  p la ce  o f  re w a rd  fo r  
g o o d  w o rk s  w e ll a n d  b e a u tifu lly  d o n e . 
N ir v a n a  is re w a rd  f o r  c o m p le te  e m a n  
c ip a t io n  f r o m  th e  w o r ld , d e s ira b le  o n ly  
t o  th e  m o s t  a d v a n ce d  ty p e  o f  h u m a n  
b e in g s  a n d  to  th e  re s t u tte r ly  in c o m  
p re h e n s ib le . T h e  su p re m e  illu s io n  in  
m a n  is  b e lie f  in  h is  o w n  e g o ; th e  fa c t  
th a t  h e  h im s e lf  is , a s  sep a ra te  f r o m  
o th e r  se lv es . Y e t  to  e x p e r ie n c e  c o m p le te  
id e n tity  is  re se rv e d  f o r  th e  a r h a ts , th e  
g r e a t  e n lig h te n e d  o n e s . M a n  r ise s  f ro m

th e  im p e rfe c tio n s  o f  h is  p e rso n a l se lf  
to  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  h is  p e rso n a l se lf . 
A b o v e  a n d  be y o n d  th is  p e r fe c t io n  is  h is  
f in a l re a liz a t io n  th a t  th e  se lf  i ts e lf  is a 
d re a m , a n  illu s io n , an d  th a t  o n ly  th e  
U n iv e r s a l S e lf  is  re a l. Y e t  b e tw e e n  im  
p e r fe c t io n  a n d  th e  re a l s ta n d s  th e  f ir s t  
g r e a t  a c h ie v e m e n t, th e  re g e n e ra t io n  an d  
c o n se c ra t io n  o f  th e  p e rso n a l s e lf  to  th e  
w o rk s  o f  c o m p a s s io n . T h e  re g e n e ra te d  
p e rso n a l se lf , e n th ro n e d  in  th e  h e a r t  a n d  
im p e ll in g  th e  l i f e  to  th e  p e r fo r m a n c e  
o f  r ig h t  a c t io n , is  A m ita b h a . I t  is  th e  
p e rso n  re fin e d  a n d  r e g e n e r a te d ; th e  
h u m a n  p e r fe c te d  in to  th e  g o d . B u t  b e  
y on d  th e  g o d  is  S p a c e , th e  E te r n a l  O n e . 
T h e  g o d s a re  a ttr ib u te s  o f  S p a ce , a n d  
th e  p e rso n a l co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  h u m a n  
b e in g  is  a n  a sp e ct o f  h is  e te rn a l S p a c e  
co n sc io u sn e ss . A l l  e x o te r ic  re lig io n s  lead  
to  th e  g o d  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o r  to  th e  a t ta in  
m e n t  o f  a g o d -lik e  s ta te  o f  s e lf . E s o te r ic  
r e lig io n s  g o  be y o n d  th is  p o in t  to w a rd  
th e  a b s o r b tio n  o f  th e  s e lf  a n d  th e  se lf-  
w ill in to  th e  U n iv e r s a l  a n d  th e  U n i  
v ersa l W i l l .

A m ita b h a ’s P a r a d is e  is  th e  h e a v e n  o f  
v ir tu e , b u t  N ir v a n a  is  th e  s ta te  o f  p e r  
fe c t  v ir tu e  p lu s  p e r fe c t  w isd o m  p lu s 
c o m p le te  r e n u n c ia tio n .

I n  th e  s to r ie s  o f  In d r a ’s P a r a d is e  w e  
le a rn  th a t  th e  so u l, h a v in g  a tta in e d  th e  
s ta te  o f  s id e re a l h a p p in e ss  m a y , th r o u g h  
a w r o n g  e m o tio n  o r  th o u g h t , fa ll  b a c k  
f r o m  th is  p le a su ra b le  c o n d it io n  in to  th e  
sp h e re  o f  m is e ry . H e a v e n  a n d  H e ll  a re  
re w a rd  a n d  p u n is h m e n t, a n d  a re  a p a rt  
o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th o se  still  b o u n d  
to  th e  w h e e ls  o f  n e ce ss ity . N ir v a n a  is  
f re e d o m  f r o m  th e  w h e e l ; th e  c o m p le te  
re n u n c ia t io n  w h ic h  le a d s t o  co m p le te  
a t ta in m e n t.

N a tu r a lly , th e  v a rio u s  B u d d h is t  sects  
e a c h  c la im  a su p e r io r ity  in  m a tte rs  o f  
in te rp r e ta t io n  a n d  d is c ip lin e . A l l ,  h o w  
e v e r , u n ite  in  t h e ir  v e n e ra tio n  f o r  th e  
th r e e  g r e a t  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  o r d e r . 
T h e s e  a re  th e  B u d d h a , th e  D h a r m a , a n d  
th e  S a n g h a ; th a t  is , th e  T e a c h e r ,  th e  
T e a c h in g ,  a n d  th e  S a c re d  B r o th e r h o o d .

B u d d h is m  is  a p h ilo so p h y  w h ic h  g r a d  
u a lly  to o k  o n  th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f  a  re  
l ig io n . D u r in g  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t th e  
p e rso n  o f  B u d d h a  w e n t  th ro u g h  a  p r o  
cess  o f  a b s tr a c t io n . T h e  h is to r ic a l  te a c h -
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e r  w as d e if ie d  to  b e c o m e  th e  o b je c t  o f  
a v e n e ra tio n  a p p r o a c h in g  w o rs h ip . T o  
m ill io n s  o f  B u d d h is ts  th e ir  g re a t  te a ch e r  
is  th e  e m b o d im e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e r sa l 
R e a lit ie s  to w a rd  w h ic h  a ll h u m a n  b e in g s  
a sp ire . H e  h as b e e n  e n la rg e d  to  be 
c o m e  in  o n e  p erso n  th e  T e a c h e r ,  th e  
T e a c h in g ,  a n d  th e  B r o th e r h o o d .

M-ost n o n -B u d d h is ts , w h e n  in tro d u c e d  
to  th is  v ast sch o o l o f  E a s te r n  th o u g h t , 
a re  a t  f ir s t  in c lin e d  to  re se n t w h a t  th ey  
re g a rd  as th e  la c k  o f  e m o tio n a l c o n te n t 
in  B u d d h is m  as a r e lig io n . T h e  q u ie t  
d ig n ity  o f  th e  fa ith , so in  co n tra s t  w ith  
th e  in te n s ity  o f  W e s te r n  l iv in g , is d if  
f ic u lt  fo r  O c c id e n ta ls  to  u n d e rs ta n d .

W h e n  y ou  e n te r  a B u d d h is t  s h r in e  th e  
s tra n g e , d e ta ch e d  ca lm n e ss  o f  th e  p la ce  
seem s a lm o st o p p ress iv e  in  its  t r a n q u il  
lity . T h e  s a n c tu a ry  is  a d o rn e d  w ith  a  
v a rie ty  o f  sy m b o ls , th e ir  b r ig h t  co lo rs  
su b d u ed  to  d eep  r ic h  to n e s  b y  c e n tu r ie s  
o f  ex p o su re  to  th e  sm o k e  o f  b u r n in g  
in c e n se . T h e  h ig h  ce il in g s  a r e  r ich ly  
c a rv e d , a n d  th e  w a lls  a re  h u n g  w ith  re  
lig io u s  b a n n e r s . G ild e d  im a g e s  g le a m  
d im ly  in  th e ir  n ic h e s , a n d  h ig h  u p o n  
th e  a lta r  th e  B u d d h a s  a n d  B o d h is a ttv a s  
s it  in  v a rio u s s y m b o lic  p o stu res  u p on  
th e ir  lo tu s  th ro n e s . S h a v e n  h e ad ed  
m o n k s  in  ro b es  o f  co u rse  sa ffro n -co lo re d  
c lo th  s ile n tly  g u a r d  th e  tre a su re s  o f 
th e ir  h o u se , c o m in g  to g e th e r  o n  set 
o c ca s io n s  to  c h a n t  th e  sa cred  m a n tra m s  
to  th e  ru m b le  o f  d e e p  v o iced  d ru m s.

A s  th e  v is ito r  lo o k s  a b o u t h im  h is 
a t te n t io n  is  ir re s is tib ly  d ra w n  to  th e  ca lm  
fa c e s  o f  th e  h o ly  im a g e s . T h e  sta tu es  
lo o k  d o w n  u p o n  h im  th r o u g h  h a lf-c lo se d  
ey es. T h e  fa ce s  a re  s tra n g e ly  re la x e d  
an d  th e re  is n e ith e r  p a in  n o r  p le a su re ; 
o n ly  a d is ta n t g e n tle n e s s , a p e r fe c t  a n d  
se re n e  d e ta c h m e n t th a t  sees th r o u g h  and  
b e y o n d  th e  illu s io n s  o f  th e  m o rta l  l ife .

O n e  d ay  I  m e t  a p ro sp ero u s A m e r ic a n  
b r o k e r  h a s te n in g  aw ay  fr o m  th e  L a m a  
T e m p le  in  P e ip in g . H e  se e m e d  d is  
tu rb e d , an d  a n x io u s  to  p u t h is  d is co m  
f o r t  in to  w o rd s . “ I  d o n ’t l ik e  i t ! ”  h e  
k e p t m u r m u r in g . P ressed  a l it t le ,  h e  
e x p la in e d , “ I  w e n t  in , an d  I  m u s t  a d m it 
th a t I  w a s d eep ly  im p re ss e d . B u t  th o se  
im a g e s ! E v e ry  o n e  o f  th e m  lo o k in g  at 
m e  w ith o u t  se e in g  m e ! E a c h  o n e  w ith  
th e  sa m e  in s c ru ta b le , e x p re ss io n le ss  c o m  

p o su re . I t  seem ed  as th o u g h  th e y  w e re  
a c c u s in g  m e  o f  s o m e th in g ! T h e  lo n g e r  
I  s ta y e d , th e  m o re  g u ilty  I  fe lt .  I  d o n ’t 
l ik e  i t ! ”  L a te r  th is  sa m e m a n  p h ilo so  
p h iz e d  o n  h is  e x p e r ie n c e : “ I t ’s fa n ta s t ic !  
E a c h  o f  th o se  fa c e s , so  b e a u tifu l an d  so 
q u ie t ,  seem ed  to  co n v ic t  m e  o f  th e  u n  
ce r ta in t ie s  o f  m y  o w n  l iv in g . I  th in k  
th e  th in g  I  re se n t m o st o f  a ll in  th o se 
faces  is  th e  c a lm n e ss  w h ic h  I  m y s e lf  
h av e  n e v e r  k n o w n .”

It  is th is  c a lm n e ss , n o t o n ly  o f  th e 
fa ce s , b u t  o f  th e  fa ith  its e lf , w h ic h  seem s 
to  f r ig h te n  th e  W e s t .  I t  seem s as 
th o u g h  w e a re  a fra id  th a t  th is  ca lm n e ss  
m a y  c o m e  to  us a n d  d e stro y , as a re s u lt , 
th e  c o n fu s io n  a n d  te n s io n  w h ic h  w e  re  
g a rd  as th e  n o rm a l p a tte rn  o f  l iv in g . 
W e  fe a r  s ile n c e  b e ca u se  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  
d isco v e re d  th a t  it  is  b e a u tifu l.

W e  fe a r  a lso  th e  im p e rs o n a lity , th e  
d e ta c h m e n t, o f  th e  B u d d h is t  d o c tr in e . 
W e  in te rp r e t  th is  im p e rs o n a lity  as a co ld , 
in te lle c tu a l a lo o fn e ss ; a n  a u s te r ity  in c o m  
p a tib le  w ith  th e  c o n s ta n t  p re ssu re  o f 
o u r  a t ta c h m e n ts  a n d  d e sire s . B u t  it  is 
m o st u n fa ir  to  a ssu m e  th a t  B u d d h is m  is 
la c k in g  in  th e  h u m a n  c o n te n t . I t  is n o t 
a s tern  a n d  h e a rtle ss  te a c h in g  d ev o ted  
e n tire ly  to  e n d s  b e y o n d  n o rm a l c o m p r e  
h e n s io n . T h e r e  is  n o th in g  e ith e r  fe a r  
f u l  o r  d is ta n t in  th e  q u ie t , c a lm  fa ce s . 
T h e  a r tis ts  w h o  m a d e  th e m  so u g h t  to  
ca p tu re  in  th e  g e n tle , s tra n g e ly  sm ilin g  
fe a tu re s , th e  su p re m e  e m o tio n  o f  th e 
B u d d h is t  fa ith — co m p a s s io n .

C o m p a s s io n  is  n o t lo v e  as w e  k n o w  
i t ,  p e rso n a l, v io le n t, a n d  in te n s e ; i t  is 
n o t la d e n  w ith  th e  b r it t le  jo y  a n d  so r 
ro w  w h ic h  w e  a sso c ia te  w ith  a ffe c t io n . 
I t  is n o t th a t  k in d  o f  lo v e  w h ic h  b lazes  
u p  f ie r c e ly , c o n s u m in g  l ife  a n d  p u rp o se , 
a n d  le a v in g  a t th e  la st o n ly  co ld  g ra y  
a sh e s . C o m p a s s io n  is  th e  u n iv e rsa l 
w isd o m -lo v e , a ffe c t io n  in  te rm s  o f  se rv  
ic e , g e n tle  g u id a n c e  b e y o n d  p a in  or 
p le a su re , th e  in f in ite  d e s ire  to  b r in g  all 
th in g s  to  p ea ce  a n d  re a lity .

I t  is sa id  th a t w h e n  th e  g lo r io u s  B u d  
d h a , A m ita b h a , stoo d  a t th e  th re sh o ld  
o f  n ir v a n a  h e re fu se d  to  e n te r  in to  th e 
g re a t p e a c e ; r a th e r  h e s to p p e d , a n d  in  
h is  h e a rt h e to o k  th e  v o w  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
n o t a cce p t f o r  h im s e lf  th e  re w a rd  o f  
a g e le ss  b liss  u n t il  ev ery  c re a tu re  o f  a ll
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th e  w o rld  h a d  rece iv ed  th e  L a w  an d  
fo u n d  p eace . T h is  is th e  id e a l o f  B u d  
d h is m ; th e  v o w  th e  g re a t  B u d d h a s  to o k  
b e fo re  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o rld . I t  
is  th e  v o w  o f  th e  B o d h is a ttv a s  as th ey  
sta n d  a t  th e  th re sh o ld  o f  l ib e r a t io n ; th e  
v o w  o f  th e  p a tr ia rc h s  an d  th e  a rh a ts , 
an d  in  a lesse r d e g re e  it  is  th e  v o w  o f  
ev ery  m o n k , a s c e tic , an d  lay  b r o th e r  
w h o  p u ts  h is  fo o t  u p on  th e  M id d le  
P a th . T h e r e  sh a ll b e  n o  lo v e  b u t th e  
lov e  o f  m a n , n o  w o rk  b u t th e  serv ice  o f  
m a n , a n d  n o  rest f ro m  e ffo r t  u n til  a ll 
m e n  h av e  re ce iv e d  th e  b lessed  co n so la  
t io n .

I t  w o u ld  b e  u n fa ir  in  th e  e x tre m e  to  
say  th a t  su ch  a d o c tr in e  la ck s  s p ir itu a lity  
o r  b e a u ty  o r  e m o tio n a l c o n te n t . It 
w o u ld  b e  m o re  c o rre c t  to  say th a t  u n  
se lf ish n e ss  is  a k in d  o f  e m o tio n  b e y o n d  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  m a n  w h o se  
l i f e  ro ta te s  u p o n  th e  a x is  o f  h is  p e rso n a l 
d e sire s . I t  is n o t easy  to  a p p re c ia te  th a t 
w h ic h  is  n o t u n d e rs to o d , b u t o n e  th in g  
is  re a so n a b ly  o b v io u s ; n o  r e lig io n  or 
p h ilo so p h y  w h ic h  h a s  d ev oted  i ts e lf  so 
c o m p le te ly  to  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e a rts  
( p a in t in g ,  s c u lp tu re , p o etry  an d  s o n g )  
ca n  b e  w ith o u t  e m o tio n , fo r  e m o tio n  is 
th e  v ery  so u l o f  th e  a rts .

I t  m a y  b e  u se fu l a t  th is  p o in t  to  m a k e  
a c o m p a r is o n  b e tw e e n  th in g s  fa m il ia r  
an d  u n fa m ilia r . W e  ca n  d o  th is  by  
c o n tra s t in g  c e r ta in  p o in ts  o f  th e  d o c  
tr in e s  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  a n d  B u d d h is m . 
T h e  in te n t io n  is  in  n o  w a y  o n e  o f  c r i t i  
c ism  n o r  a n  e ffo r t  to  e le v a te  o n e  fa ith  
a b o v e  a n o th e r . T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  in  th e  
W e s t  is fa ir ly  w e ll g ro u n d e d  in  p r in  
c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e , an d  by c o m  
p a riso n  w e  m a y  fin d  a s im p le  m e th o d  
o f  e m p h a s iz in g  a n d  c la r ify in g  o th e rw is e  
o b scu re  issu es.

A  n u m b e r  o f  C h r is t ia n  sects  a re  d e 
v o ted  to  th e  b e lie f  th a t  in  th e  e n d  th e  
K in g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  w ill b e  e s ta b lish e d  
u p o n  th e  e a r th ; th a t w h e n  C h r is te n d o m  
h as b e co m e  u n iv e rsa l th e  H e a v e n ly  
K in g ,  th e  M e s s ia h , w ill c o m e  a n d  ru le  
o v e r h is  p eo p le , a n d  p ea ce  w ill re ig n  
su p re m e  th r o u g h o u t  e te rn ity . T h u s  
C h r is t ia n ity  w o u ld  b r in g  th e  sp ir itu a l 
sta te  to  m a n  h e re  in  h is  p re se n t w o rld  
a n d  in  h is  p re se n t l ife . B u d d h is m  
fu n c tio n s  f r o m  a n  o p p o s in g  p re m ise .

I t  w o u ld  n o t b r in g  s p ir itu a l tr u th  to  a 
m a te r ia l  w o r ld ; r a th e r  it  w o u ld  l i f t  
m a te r ia l  c re a tu re s  to  a s p ir itu a l sta te  b e  
y on d  th is  w o rld . B u d d h is m  h as n o  
v is io n  o f  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a te m p o ra l 
e m p ire  o f  th e  sp ir it . I t  d oes n o t e v e n  
a ssu m e  th e  d e s ira b ility  o f  su ch  a s ta te . 
P e rh a p s  th is  is d u e to  th e  h ig h ly  in  
d iv id u a lis t ic  a t titu d e  o f  B u d d h is ts  o n  
th e  p ro cesses  o f  s p ir itu a l u n fo ld m e n t.

T h e  la w s o f  r e in c a rn a tio n  a n d  k a r m a  
fo rc e  th e  p ro b le m  o f  sa lv a tio n  u p o n  th e  
in d iv id u a l h im s e lf . H is  p la c e  in  th e  
p la n  is d e te r m in e d  e n tire ly  by  m e r it , 
w h ic h  is g a in e d  by o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  
la w s o f  th e  B o th e r h o o d , by  th e  p ra c tic e  
o f  th e  v ir tu e s , an d  by  in te rn a l m e d ita  
t io n  u p o n  th e  m y ste ry  o f  l ib e r a t io n . H e  
e m e rg e s  as th e  co m p le te  m a s te r  o f  h is  
o w n  d e stin y . I t  is th is  a l l- in c lu d in g  
in d iv id u a l re s p o n s ib ility  th a t f r ig h te n s  
W e s te r n e r s . T h e  B u d d h is t  c o n c e p t o f  
e v o lu tio n  is  a n  e ffo r tle ss  g ro w th  th ro u g h  
th e  s im p le  p ra c tic e s  o f  th e  D h a r m a . 
T h i s  g ro w th  is  n e ith e r  h a s te n e d  by  a n x  
ie ty  n o r  re ta rd e d  by  d o u b ts . W ith o u t  
h a ste  o r w aste  th e  B u d d h is t  p h ilo so p h e r  
a p p ro a ch e s  th e  ta s k  o f  p e rso n a l re g e n e r  
a t io n . A m o n g  th e  m o re  h ig h ly  e n lig h t  
en ed  . B u d d h is ts , m o tiv e s  a re  v ery  a t te n u  
a te d . T h e  B u d d h is t  m y s tic  is n o t m o  
tiv a te d  by  th e  d e s ire  to  re a c h  a h e a v e n ly  
sta te  o f  p le a su re  n o r is  h is  d e v e lo p m e n t 
h a s te n e d  by  fe a r  o f  p u n is h m e n t o r  p a in . 
H e  d e sire s  to  g ro w  b e ca u se  h e  b e lie v e s  
th a t g r o w th  is  a n o rm a l p ro ce ss . H e  
d e sire s  to  b e c o m e  v ir tu o u s  b e c a u se  v ir  
tu e  is  th e  o n ly  re a so n a b le  s ta te . H e  d e  
sires to  u n fo ld  h is  o w n  s p ir itu a l p o w e rs  
in  o rd e r  th a t  h e m ay  b e c o m e  th e  te a c h e r  
o f  o th e rs  w h o  n e ed  g u id a n c e . T o  h im  
e n lig h te n m e n t  is  n o rm a l, n o t e x c e p tio n a l. 
I t  is  n o t s o m e th in g  d e se rv in g  g re a t re  
w a rd , f o r  g ro w th  re w a rd s  its e lf . H e  
re q u ire s  n o  g re a t  in c e n tiv e  an d  a tte m p ts  
n o  h e ro ic  r e fo r m a tio n  in sp ire d  by  e m o  
t io n , be it  jo y  o r  fe a r . T o  g ro w  is to  
rev e a l th e  p e r fe c t  w o r k in g  o f  th e  L a w . 
T o  g ro w  is  to  w o rs h ip .

G r o w th  is a  m o tio n  in  th e  h e a r t  to  
w a rd  th e  re a l. A s  w e  g ro w  w e b e c o m e  
a w a re  o f  u n iv e rsa l g o o d . T h i s  a w a re  
n ess th a t e v e ry w h e re  in  sp ace  th e r e  is  
tru th  a tta in a b le  to  a ll w h o  d e d ic a te  
th e m se lv e s  to  its  se rv ic e , b r in g s  w ith  i t
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th e  c a lm  se re n ity  th a t  is  th e  p e c u lia r  
sy m b o l o f  th e  O rd e r .

E a r ly  in  i ts  h is to ry  B u d d h is m  c la r if ie d  
i ts  te a c h in g s  o n  th e  su b je c t  o f  a c tio n  
a n d  n o n -a c t io n . A c t io n  in  i ts e lf  h a s  n o  
s ig n if ic a n c e  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  im p u lse  to  
a c t io n . A  tre e  b lo w in g  in  th e  w in d  ap  
p e a rs  to  m o v e , y e t th e r e  is  n o  im p u lse  
to  a c t io n  w ith in  th e  tre e  i ts e lf ;  i t  is 
m e re ly  sw a y ed  b y  th e  cu rre n ts  in  th e  
a ir .  T h i s  co rre sp o n d s  to  th e  lo w e st d e  
g re e  o f  a c t io n  in  th e  B u d d h is t  sy s te m ; 
it  is a c tiv ity  im p e lle d  f r o m  th e  o u ts id e .

. T h e  u n e n lig h te n e d  h u m a n  b e in g  is  th e  
v ic t im  o f  th e  cu rre n ts  se t in  m o tio n  by 
h is  e x te rn a l p a tte rn  o f  l iv in g ; h e  is 
m o v ed  b y  tra d it io n , c u s to m , h a b it , a n d  
th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th o se  a b o u t h im . 
S u c h  a c tiv ity  is w ith o u t  m e r it  b e ca u se  it  
a r ise s  w ith o u t  in te rn a l d e c is io n .

T h e  se co n d  ty p e o f  a c t io n  is  te rm e d  
p e rso n a l. I t  o r ig in a te s  f ro m  th e  d e sire s  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l h im s e lf , a n d  m o v e s th e  
p e rso n a lity  u p o n  th e  c u rre n ts  o f  a n  in  
te rn a l te m p e st. A  s la v e  to  d e s ire , th e  
h u m a n  b e in g  is fo rc e d  to  a n  e x ce ss  o f  
a c tiv ity  w h ic h  in  n o  w a y  im p ro v e s  h is  
in te r n a l  co n sc io u sn e ss .

I t  is  n o t  a c t io n , th e r e fo re , w h ic h  is 
th e  d ir e c t  ca u se  o f  k a r m a ; i t  is  th e  d e 
s ire  b e h in d  a c t io n . T h e  a c t iv it ie s  th e m  
se lv es a re  o n ly  e x te n s io n s  o f  th a t  d esire  
in  th e  p h y s ica l w o r ld . T h e  w o rd  desire 
in  B u d d h is m  is  p a rt ic u la r ly  a sso c ia te d  
w ith  th e  sen ses a n d  a p p e tite s . T h e  g r a t  
i f ic a t io n  o f  d e s ire  le a d s to  th e  re lease  
o f  k a r m a . D e s ir e  p ro d u ce s  a c t io n ; a c  
tio n  p ro d u ce s  d e s ire , w h ic h  in  tu rn  m u st 
b e  fu lf i l le d  by  fu r th e r  a c t io n , th u s  k e e p  
in g  th e  w h e e l o f  c a u se  a n d  e ffe c t  tu r n  
in g  l if e  a f te r  l ife .

T h e r e  a re  m a n y  q u a lit ie s  o f  d e s ire , 
so m e  o b v io u sly  d e s tru c t iv e , o th e rs  a p  
p a re n tly  c o n s tru c t iv e . T h e  r e f in e m e n t  
o f  d e sire  le a d s  th e  in d iv id u a l to  d e s ire  
o n ly  th a t  w h ic h  is  g o o d . R ig h t  d esire  
le a d s  to  r ig h t  a c t io n , a n d  th e  p e rso n  
a lity  is  p ro p e rly  re g a rd e d  as v irtu o u s  
w h e n  th e  d e s ire s  h av e  b e e n  re fin e d  so 
th a t  th e y  m a n ife s t  o n ly  as im p u lse s  to  
w a rd  v irtu e  a n d  b e a u ty . T h e  d ev o tee  
sto res  u p  th e  k in d  o f  k a r m a  w h ic h  e n  
t it le s  h im  to  a d m iss io n  in to  A m ita b h a ’s 
W e s te r n  P a ra d is e . H e r e  th e  tre e  o f  
g o o d  b e a rs  its  g o ld e n  f r u i t ;  h e re  th e

se n se s  d w e ll in  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  th e ir  
o w n  r e f in e m e n t. T h e  h ig h e s t  B u d d h is t  
c o n c e p t  o f  n o n -a c t io n  is  th e r e fo re  fo u n d  
ed in  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  
n o n -d e s ire . I t  d oes n o t m e a n  th a t  th e  
B u d d h is t  c ea ses  a ll a c t iv ity  a n d  sits  
d o w n  to  a l if e  o f  u n b r o k e n  m e d ita tio n . 
I t  m e a n s  th a t  b e ca u se  th e r e  is  n o  d e sire  
w ith in  th e  se lf , a c t io n  is  p e r fo rm e d  
w ith o u t  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  g r a t if ic a  
t io n . A l l  p ro p e r  a n d  n e ce ssa ry  w o rk  is  
c o n sc ie n tio u s ly  p e r fo rm e d , b u t th e  u l 
te r io r  m o tiv e  o f  p e rso n a l re w a rd  a n d  
a t ta in m e n t  is  e lim in a te d  f r o m  th e  e q u a  
t io n . T h in g s  a re  d o n e  fo r  th e ir  o w n  
sa k e  a n d  n o t to  a d v a n c e  th e  p o s itio n  
o f  th e  d o e r .

S tu d e n ts  ra ise d  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o n  
c e p t o f  G o d  a re  b e w ild e re d  w h e n  th ey  
f in d  n o  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th is  c o n c e p t  in  th e  
B u d d h is t  p h ilo so p h y  o r  r e lig io n . T h e  
s im ila r it ie s  w h ic h  a t  f ir s t  a p p e a r  b e  
tw e e n  th e  G o d  o f  C h r is te n d o m  a n d  th e  
B u d d h is t  D iv in i ty  A m ita b h a , a re  m o re  
a p p a r e n t  th a n  re a l. C h r is t ia n  m is s io n  
a r ie s  h a v e  h a d  so m e d iff ic u lty  i n  tr y in g  
to  c o n v e r t  th e  A s ia t ic  m in d  to  th e  c o n  
ce p t o f  G o d  as F a t h e r .  T h i s  p a te rn ity  
o f  D e ity  so  c o m fo r t in g  a n d  in t im a te  in  
Christian co n sc io u sn e ss , is  c o n tra ry  to  
th e  w h o le  p a tte rn  o f  B u d d h is t  th in k in g . 
In  C h in a  w h e re  a n c e s to r  w o rs h ip  h a s  
lo n g  p lay ed  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a rt , so m e 
m o d if ic a tio n s  h a v e  b e en  m a d e , b u t th ese  
c o m p ro m is e s  c a n n o t  b e  re g a rd e d  as an  
e sse n tia l p a rt o f  B u d d h is t  m e ta p h y sics .

G o d  as F a t h e r  is  to o  s e n tim e n ta l a 
v ie w p o in t  to  m a in ta in  th e  in te re s t  o f  th e  
B u d d h is t  s c h o la r . T h e  ra th e r  sev ere  
an d  d is ta n t  p la ce  th a t  a n  e a r th ly  f a th e r  
h o ld s in  th e  O r ie n ta l  fa m ily  l if e  m a y  
in f lu e n c e  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  o f  th e  A s ia t ic . 
T h e r e  is  m u c h  m o re  o f  d ig n ity  a n d  
v e n e ra tio n  in  th e  E a s te r n  h o m e , a n d  
f a r  less o f  th e  s e n tim e n ta lity  w h ic h  is  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  o c c id e n ta l fa m ily  
fireside.

T h e  O r ie n ta l  m a y  a sk , h o w e v e r , ju s t  
w h a t  h is  O c c id e n ta l  a c q u a in ta n c e  u n d e r  
s ta n d s  to  b e  th e  p ro p e r  d u tie s  o f  a  F a t h  
e r . I s  i t  n o t th e  m a s te r  o f  th e  h o u se  
w h o  m u st  su s ta in  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t, 
p r o te c tin g  th e  m e m b e rs  f ro m  th e  h a z  
a rd s o f  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ?  I s  i t  n o t  a lso  
th e  d u ty  o f  th is  F a t h e r  to  in fo r m  h is
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c h ild r e n , e q u ip p in g  th e m  w ith  k n o w l 
e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g , a n d  p re p a r in g  
th e m  to  fa c e  l ife  w ith  a n  a d e q u a te  f o u n  
d a tio n  o f  id e a ls  a n d  e th ic s ?  A re  th e se  
c o n s id e ra t io n s  n o t m o re  v ita l th a n  se n ti 
m e n t?  In  fa c t ,  a re  th e y  n o t  th e  re a l 
su b s ta n ce  o f  a n  e n lig h te n e d  a f fe c t io n ?

In  B u d d h is m , th e r e fo re , G o d  is n o t 
F a t h e r  b u t  T e a c h e r .  U n iv e r s a l W is d o m  
re v e a ls  its  e v e r -p re se n t c o m p a ss io n  by 
e s ta b lis h in g  in  th e  w o rld  th e  D o c tr in e  
a n d  th e  B ro th e r h o o d . T h i s  sa m e  E t e r  
n a l B e in g  ca u se s  to  e m e rg e  f r o m  its  
o w n  e f fu lg e n c e  th e  C e le s t ia l  T e a c h e r s  
th r o u g h  w h o m  w isd o m  a n d  c o m p a ss io n  
f lo w  in to  th e  th ir ty -th r e e  w o rld s  w h ic h  
sta n d  in  sp a ce . In  p la ce  o f  a n  in d u l 
g e n t  p a re n t , th e  B u d d h is t  v e n e ra te s  a 
U n iv e r s a l P r in c ip le  o f  T r u t h  a n d  L a w ; 
a n d  th e  B u d d h is t  w h o  h as  rece iv e d  th e  
I l lu m in a t io n  is c o n te n t  w ith  th a t  in w a rd  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  in f in ite  te n d e rn e ss  w h ic h  
h e p erce iv e s  p re se n t in  ev e ry  p a rt  o f  
C r e a t io n . H e  re q u ire s  n o  p a r t ic u la r  
sen se  o f  “ a lo v in g  F a t h e r ,” fo r  h e fe e ls  
h im s e lf  e x is t in g  in  a g r e a t  sc h e m e  o f  
th in g s , ev e ry  a to m  o f  w h ic h  is ra d ia n t 
w ith  T r u t h  a n d  B e a u ty .

T h e  in n e r  l if e  o f  B u d d h is m  is  th e  
secre t o f  its  s t r e n g th . T h e  w h o le  p h i  
lo so p h y  lie s  b e n e a th  th e  s u r fa c e , a n d  a ll 
w e  c a n  see  o f  it  a re  th o se  q u ie t  fa ce s , 
d im  a n d  m is ty  b e h in d  th e ir  v e ils  o f  in  
cen se  sm o k e . T o  th o se  w h o  h av e  n o t 
e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  in te r n a l  c a lm  w h ic h  
co m e s  f r o m  n o b le  p u rp o se  g e n d y  su s 
ta in e d , B u d d h is m  m u s t  b e  a r id d le  u n  
so lv ed . T h e r e  is n o  w ay  f o r  th e  in te l 
le c tu a l to  g e t a t  i t ,  fo r  th o u g h t  c a n n o t  
d e fin e  co n sc io u sn e ss . I t  is e q u a lly  d if f i  
c u lt  fo r  th o se  d o m in a te d  by in te n s e  p e r  
so n a l e m o tio n , fo r  th ey  c a n n o t  f in d  th e  
q u ie t ,  c le a r  p o o ls o f  in n e r  c a lm , a n d  th e  
stre a m s th a t  feed  th e m  fr o m  th e  h ig h  
fo u n ta in s  w h ic h  f lo w  fr o m  th e  h e a rts  
o f  th e  F iv e  E te r n a l  B u d d h a s .

T h e  s p ir itu a liz e d  c o n te n t  o f  th e  h e a rt  
d o c tr in e  o f  th e  M a h a y a n a  se c t  is  p e rso n  
ified  in  th e  B o d h is a ttv a  o f  A v a lo k ite -  
sh v a ra  (C h in e s e  K u a n  Y in ,  Ja p a n e s e  
K w a n n o n ) .  O r ig in a l ly  a  m a le  f ig u re , 
a n d  o f te n  re p re se n te d  as a n d ro g y n o u s , 
th e  K u a n  Y i n ,  b e ca u se  o f  i ts  a t tr ib u te s , 
h a s  c o m e  to  be w id e ly  v e n e ra te d  as th e  
G r e a t  M o th e r . T h e  p re se n t fo r m s  o f

th e  D e ity  p ro b a b ly  h av e  b e e n  in flu e n c e d  
by N e s to r ia n  C h r is t ia n ity , a n d  in  m a n y  
e x a m p le s  K u a n  Y in  re se m b le s  clo se ly  th e  
V ir g in  M a ry .

T h e  B o d h is a ttv a  K u a n  Y in  is o n e  o f  
th o se  m o rta l  sa g es  o f  v ery  a n c ie n t  t im e  
w h o , h a v in g  a p p ro a ch e d  th e  m e r it  o f  
l ib e r a t io n , re tu rn e d  to  th e  w o rld  to  b e  
stow  h is  co m p a s s io n  u p o n  cre a tu re s  w h o  
a re  im p e r fe c t . I n  so m e  se c ts  th is  d e ity  
is  b e lie v e d  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  so n s  o f  A m i-  
ta b h a , b u t  it sh o u ld  be u n d e rsto o d  th a t  
co m p a s s io n  is b o rn  o f  e n lig h te n e d  lo v e  
w h ic h  is A m ita b h a .

A  p e c u lia r  a t tr ib u te  o f  th e  im a g e  o f  
th e  K u a n  Y in  is  th e  sm a ll g o u rd -sh a p e d  
b o ttle  c o n ta in in g  th e  w a te rs  o f  l i f e .  
F r o m  th is  b o ttle  p o u r  th e  s tre a m s  o f  
in f in ite  c o m p a s s io n , a n d  th ese  s tre a m s  
d e sce n d  ev en  in to  th e  lo w e st p a rts  o f  
th e  in fe r n a l  w o rld . T h e  ju d g e  o f  th e  
d ea d  p ay s h o m a g e  to  th e  w a te r , a n d  as 
th is  d iv in e  l iq u id  flo w s in to  th e  f la m in g  
p its  o f  h e ll p in k  lo tu s flo w ers  g ro w  
a m o n g  th e  fla m e s, an d  to r tu r e d  so u ls 
f in d  h o p e  a n d  p e a ce .

T h e  m e ssa g e  o f  K u a n  Y i n  is  a v ery  
s im p le  a n d  to u c h in g  o n e . C o m p a s s io n  
is  th e  v ery  su b s ta n c e  o f  th e  L a w . T h e r e  
is n o  p a r t  o f  n a tu re  w h e re  th e  seed s o f  
co m p a ss io n  d o  n o t e x is t . I t  is  n o t  n e ces  
sary  to  a sk  m e rc y  o f  th e  L a w ; th e  L a w  
is p e r fe c t  m e rc y . I t  is n o t  n e ce ssa ry  to  
seek  g e n tle n e s s  an d  k in d n e s s ; th ey  a re  
e v e r  p re s e n t , a w a it in g  d isco v e ry . B u t  
m e rcy  is  o n ly  to  b e  d isco v e re d  b y  th e  
m e r c ifu l ,  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  by  th e  c o m  
p a ss io n a te . T h e  g o d d ess  is  p e rso n ifie d  
in  a ll w h o  rev e a l h e r  th ro u g h  th e ir  
w o rk s  a n d  d isco v e r  h e r  in  th e  G o ld e n  
P a g o d a  o f  th e  H e a r t .

A n o th e r  B o d h is a ttv a  o f  g re a t im p o r  
ta n c e  in  n o r th e r n  B u d d h is m  is  M a n ju s r i. 
T h i s  d e ity , o fte n  re p re se n te d  r id in g  u p on  
a  l io n , is  sy m b o lica l o f  th e  m a g ic a l 
p o w e r  o f  th e  D h a r m a . W i t h  o n e  h a n d  
h e  su p p o rts  a b o o k  h e ld  in  a lo tu s 
b r a n c h ; in  th e  o th e r  h e  h o ld s a lo f t  th e  
sw o rd  o f  q u ic k  d e ta c h m e n t  sy m b o lic a l 
o f  th e  e n lig h te n e d  w ill.

M a n ju s r i  is  th e  B u d d h is t  e m b o d im e n t 
o f  p e r fe c t  w is d o m ; n o t th e  w isd o m  o u t 
o f  b o o k s  a lo n e  w h ic h  le a v e s  th e  m in d  
s t ill  tro u b le d  in  e m e r g e n c y ; n o t  m a te r ia l 
le a r n in g  w h ic h  b r in g s  n o  r ic h n e s s  to  th e
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s p ir it , b u t th e  m a g ic  w isd o m  o f  th e  se lf , 
th e  p o w e r th a t p e r fo rm s  m ir a c le s  an d  
le a d s to  th e  p e r fe c t  m ir a c le , th e  a t ta in  
m e n t  o f  n ir v a n a . M a n ju s r i  is  th e  w is  
d o m  o f  th e  h e a r t , th e  w isd o m  o f  ca u ses , 
o f  la w s an d  o f  p r in c ip le s , th e  w isd o m  
th a t  d isco v e rs  th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  M id d le  
P a th , th e  m a g ic  o f  r ig h t  d eed s th a t  fre e s  
th e  b e in g  fr o m  th e  cy cle  o f  n e ce ssity . 
H is  m e ssa g e  is :  " O n ly  th o se  a re  w ise  
w h o  h av e  e x p e r ie n ce d  th e  L a w  w ith in  
th e m se lv e s ; a ll o th e r  k n o w le d g e  is a 
d re a m  a n d  a n  il lu s io n .”

In  B u d d h is m  o n e  f r e q u e n tly  sees a 
t r in ity  o f  im a g e s  u p o n  th e  a lta r . In  
th is  E a s te r n  p h ilo so p h y  th e re  a re  m a n y  
tr ia d s  re p re s e n tin g  p r in c ip le s  a n d  th e ir  
a t tr ib u te s . In  so m e  sch o o ls  y ou  w ill 
f in d  a c e n tr a l  f ig u re  sea ted  in  m e d ita  
t io n  u p o n  a g o ld e n  lo tu s  flo w e r. T h is  
m a y  be th e  g r e a t  h is to r ic a l  B u d d h a  G a u  
ta m a , o r  in  a n o th e r  se c t it  m a y  be th e  
C e le s t ia l  B u d d h a  A m ita b h a . O n  e a ch  
sid e o f  th e  c e n tr a l  im a g e  s ta n d s  a n  a t  
te n d a n t  f ig u re , p e rh a p s  o n e  w ill b e  K u a n  
Y in  a n d  th e  o th e r  M a n ju s r i .  T h i s  tr ia d  
c a n  be e x p la in e d  s im p ly  as re p re s e n tin g  
th e  p e r fe c t  L a w  in  th e  ce n te r , a tte n d e d  
by its  p r im a ry  q u a lit ie s , w isd o m  an d  
c o m p a s s io n . T h e s e  th re e  a re  o n e , a n d  
th is  o n e  is  T r u th .

O n e  o f  th e  m o st in te re s tin g  o f  th e  
B u d d h is t  d iv in it ie s  is  th e  B u d d h a  M a i-  
tre y a  (C h in e s e  M i - l i ) .  H is  n a m e  m e a n s  
gentleness, a n d  h e  is u su a lly  re p re se n te d  
as a n  e x c e e d in g ly  r o tu n d , s m ilin g  f ig u re , 
c a rr y in g  in  o n e  h a n d  a ro sa ry . M a i-  
tre y a  is  o f te n  ca lle d  T h e  L a u g h in g  
B u d d h a .

I n  h is  d e lig h tfu l  b o o k  Outlines of 
Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs C . 
A . S . W il l ia m s  re p o rts  th a t th e  S a n s k r it  
w o rd  M a itre y a , “ T h e  M e r c ifu l  O n e ,” 
m a y  b e  d eriv ed  fro m  th e  S y r ia c  M o le h , 
a hjng, re la te d  to  th e  w o rd  Mclchi- 
Zede\, K in g  o f  R ig h te o u s n e s s . I t  th e r e  
fo r e  w o u ld  se e m  th a t  a n  a n c ie n t  l in k  
e x is ts  b e tw e e n  E a s te r n  an d  W e s te r n  re  
l ig io u s  te rm in o lo g y .

M a itre y a , th e  B u d d h a  to  c o m e , an d  
th e  n e a re st e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  B u d d h is t  
co n c e p t o f  a M e s s ia h , is b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  
b e en  o n e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l B o d h is a ttv a s  in 
th e  r e t in u e  o f  th e  h is to r ic a l B u d d h a  
G a u ta m a . H e  a b id e s  in  th e  T u s h ita  
H e a v e n , a n d  it  w as th e r e  th a t  h e  w as 
a p p o in te d  su ccesso r to  th e  e a r th ly  B u d  
d h a . T h e  T u s h i ta  H e a v e n  is  a c e le stia l 
w o rld  in  th e  m a k in g . I t  h a s  e x is te d  fo r  
g re a t  a g e s  o f  t im e , b u t is n o t yet p e r  
fe c te d . I t  w ill be  th e  P a ra d is ia c a l 
S p h e re  in  th e  fu tu r e  w h e n  M a itre y a  b e  
co m e s  th e  g re a t  T e a c h e r  o f  h u m a n ity .

T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  a ttr ib u te s  o f  th e  
v a rio u s  B u d d h a s  a re  so m e tim e s  co n fu se d  
so th a t  it is d if f ic u lt  to  d is tin g u ish  th e  
e x a c t  n a tu re  o f  so m e  o f  th e  im a g e s , an d  
o n e  m u s t  d e p e n d  u p o n  lo ca l tra d it io n  
a n d  th e  p rie s ts  se rv in g  a p a r t ic u la r  te m  
p le . In  th e  L a m a  T e m p le  in  P e ip in g  
th e re  is a co llo sa l f ig u re  re s e m b lin g  
A m ita b h a  in  g e n e r a l a p p e a ra n c e , b u t re  
p o rted  lo ca lly  to  re p re se n t M a itre y a . 
T h e  f ig u r e  is  n e a r ly  se v e n ty  fe e t  in  
h e ig h t, an d  th e  fo rm  r ise s  th ro u g h  th e  
sev e ra l b a lc o n ie s  o f  th e  c e n tr a l  p a g o d a . 
T h e  g ig a n t ic  fo rm  is  co v ered  w ith  a 
re d d ish  g o ld  la c q u e r , a n d  is a ta ll ,  g ra c e  
fu l co n c e p tio n  w ith  a m a g n if ic e n t  h e a d  
d ress a n d  lo n g  f lo w in g  ro b e s .

I t  is re p o rte d  th a t B u d d h a , in  o n e  o f  
h is  d isco u rse s  w ith  h is  d is c ip le s , p re  
d ic te d  th a t fiv e  th o u sa n d  y ea rs  a f te r  h is  
d e p a rtu re  th e  M a itre y a  B u d d h a  w o u ld  
c o m e  to  b r in g  th e  n e x t  re v e la tio n  o f  th e  
L a w , a n d  th r o u g h  th e  m in is tr ie s  o f  
M a itre y a  a n e w  c o n c e p tio n  o f  sp ir itu a l 
v a lu e s  w o u ld  b e  re v e a le d . T h o s e  a c  
c e p t in g  a n d  o b e y in g  th e  d is c ip lin e  o f  
th is  e n la rg e d  re v e la tio n  w o u ld  g a in  th e  
m e r it  w h ic h  w o u ld  e n tit le  th e m  to  ad  
m is s io n  in to  th e  T u s h ita  P a ra d is e , o n e  
o f  th e  lo n g  serie s o f  s tep s o r d e g re e s  o f  
u n fo ld m e n t w h ic h  le a d  to  th e  u lt im a te
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N ir v a n a . W h e n  th e  p ro p e r  t im e  ca m e  
M a itre y a  w o u ld  a p p o in t h is  o w n  su c  
cesso r . A n d  so  th e  g re a t  p a tte rn  u n fo ld s  
l ik e  th e  b u d  o f  th e  lo tu s  u n til  in  th a t  
d is ta n t en d  w h ic h  is  be y o n d  e n d , th e  
g o ld e n  h e a r t  o f  th e  f lo w e r , n irv a n a  i t  
se lf , w ill b e  re v e a le d .

A  C h r is t ia n  w r ite r  h a s  sa id  th a t  th e  
g re a te s t  c o n tr ib u tio n  th a t  B u d d h is m  ca n  
m a k e  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  co n c e p t o f  l if e  is 
th e  d o c tr in e  o f  a n  e te rn a l u n fo ld m e n t 
in  sp a ce . T h e r e  is en d le ss  g r o w th  w ith  
n o  l im ita t io n  u p o n  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss . T h i s  la r g e r  w o rld , th is  e v e r  
g r o w in g  sp h e re  o f co n sc io u sn e ss , re v e a ls  
a m a g n if ic e n t  s ta n d a rd  o f  p u rp o ses . 
B u d d h is m  is s im p le  e n o u g h  in  its  r itu a ls  
a n d  fo r m s  to  m e e t th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  o f  
th e  u n le tte re d  a n d  u n le a rn e d . A t  th e  
sa m e  t im e  it is  so p ro fo u n d  th a t  it 
c h a lle n g e s  th e  b ro a d e st s c h o la rs h ip , an d  
h a s  ro o m  w ith in  its  c o n v ic t io n  fo r  ev ery  
ty p e  o f  p ro g re ss  o f  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  
m in d  a n d  h u m a n  in g e n u ity  a re  ca p a b le .

I t  is a m is ta k e , h o w e v e r , to  a t te m p t 
to  im p o se  f r a g m e n ts  o f  B u d d h is t  p h i  
lo so p h y  a n d  e th ic s  u p o n  a n o th e r  f a ith . 
B u d d h is m  is a sy stem  w h ic h  u n fo ld s  
a c c o rd in g  to  a g ra n d  s tru c tu re  o f  la w s. 
N o  p a rt o f  th e  d o c tr in e  is  p ra c tic a l  in  
th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  sen se  o f  th e  w o rd  i f  it 
is se p a ra te d  fr o m  th e  co m p le te  d e s ig n . 
T h e  p a tte rn  o f  in f in ite  g r o w th  is  m e a n  
in g le s s  u n le ss  it is su sta in e d  b y  th e  p a t  
te rn  o f  in f in ite  L a w . T h e  la w s  o f  re  
b ir th  an d  k a rm a  a re  th e  v ery  esse n ce  o f  
th e  d o c tr in e , a n d  o n ly  by  th e  u se o f  
th e s e  la w s  is  it  p o ssib le  to  p re se rv e  th e  
o rd e r  o f  th e  w o rld s  as th e y  a re  se t fo r th  
in  e so te r ic  B u d d h is m .

A m o n g  th e  B u d d h is t  v e n e ra b le s  in  th e  
C h in e s e  sy s te m  a re  e ig h te e n  d e lig h tfu l 
o ld  m e n  w h o  a re  k n o w n  a s  th e  lo h a n s . 
T h e i r  n a m e s  in  C h in e s e  a re  to o  d if f i  
c u lt  fo r  o u r p re se n t p u rp o ses , b u t c o l 
le c tiv e ly  th e y  a re  p erfe c te d  a rh a ts , d is 
c ip le s  w h o  s in g  ( te a c h  by  e x a m p le )  th e  
Im p e r is h a b le  D o c tr in e . T h e  fo r m s  o f  
th e se  te a ch e rs  h av e  b e e n  ra th e r  w ell 
s ta n d a rd iz e d , an d  in  th e  C h in e s e  a rt 
e a ch  is a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a n  a p p ro p ria te  
sy m b o l. A p p a r e n tly  th e r e  w e re  o r ig in  
a lly  s ix te e n  lo h a n s  in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  
g ro u p , a n d  m o st o f  th e m  a re  d e ified  
p r ie s ts , h e ro e s , o r  k in g s , w h o se  l iv e s  a re

im p o rta n t  b e c a u se  th e y  sh o w  th e  v a rio u s 
w ay s in  w h ic h  e n lig h te n m e n t  m a y  c o m e  
to  a  v a rie ty  o f  p e rso n s  in  d if fe r e n t  w a lk s  
o f  l ife .

T h e  C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  a re  in  
c lin e d  to  v iew  th e  lo h a n s  as a c o lle c t io n  
o f  ra sca ls  re n d e re d  sm u g  in  th e ir  v a rio u s 
d e lin q u e n c ie s  by  a  serie s  o f  fo rm u la s . 
I t  is d if f ic u lt  fo r  th e se  m is s io n a r ie s  to  
d ev e lo p  a g re a t  sp ir itu a l sy m p a th y  fo r  
a  d o u r o ld  g e n d e m a n  e n g ro sse d  in  th e  
a m u s in g  ta s k  o f  s e w in g  a b u tto n  o n to  
h is  ro b e  w ith  a le n g th  o f  th re a d  w h ic h  
h a s  a te n d e n cy  to  s n a r l , e sp e c ia lly  w h e n  
th is  p ro cess  is  b e in g  re g a rd e d  w ith  ra p t 
a t te n tio n  by a  g ro u p  o f  d isc ip le s . B u t  
p e rh a p s  it c a rr ie s  a  m e a n in g  w o rth  a t 
lea st a m o m e n t ’s a t te n t io n . B u d d h is m  
h a s a lw a y s  ta u g h t  th e  d ig n ity  o f  s im p le  
a c tio n  a n d  h a s  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  p o ss ib il 
ity  o f  b e c o m in g  a w a re  o f  p ro fo u n d  sp ir  
itu a l t r u th s  by  so m e  a p p a re n tly  in c o n  
se q u e n tia l  m e a n s . T h e  in te n t  o ld  g e n  
t le m a n  w ith  h is  b o n e  n e e d le  is  d e v o t 
in g  th e  fu ll  m a je s ty  o f  h is  in te lle c t  to  
e x p e r ie n c in g  th e  L a w  by  s e w in g  o n  a  
b u tto n  th o ro u g h ly , c o m p le te ly , a n d  to  
th e  fu ll  e l im in a t io n  o f  a ll ir re le v a n t  
th o u g h t  a n d  e m o tio n . T h e  m o t to  is :  
D o  l it t le  th in g s  w e ll, a n d  g r e a t  th in g s  
w ill ta k e  c a re  o f  th e m se lv e s ; m e n d  th e  
sm a ll r ip  an d  th e  c o a t is sav ed . W e  
h a v e  a p a ra lle l in  th e  sto ry  o f  a h o rse  
sh o e  n a il , th e  lo ss  o f  w h ic h  d estro y ed  
a n  e m p ire . O u r  o ld  lo h a n  sh o w s us 
th a t  W is d o m  co n d e sce n d s  to  b e  ca re fu l 
a n d  sa v in g  a n d  o rd e r ly , a n d  w h o  can  
te ll  w h a t  g re a t  a n a lo g ie s  o f  c o n sc io u s  
n e ss  ca n  co m e  to  o n e  w h o  k e e p s  h is 
ro b e  in  o rd e r . N e e d le ss  to  say , th e  
W e s te r n  in te lle c tu a l w o u ld  h a v e  h is  se r  
v a n t  sew  o n  th e  b u tto n , b u t S o cra te s  
w o u ld  u n d e rsta n d  o u r  lo h a n  w h o  re  
g a rd s  serv ice  by a n o th e r  as o p p o rtu n ity  
lo s t in  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  se lf .

W h e n  m is s io n a r ie s  accu se d  th e  lo h a n  
o f  a ss o c ia t in g  w ith  th ie v e s  a n d  v a rio u s  
n o n d e scr ip t p e rso n s o f  d o u b tfu l v ir tu e , 
th e y  fo r g e t  t h a t  th e ir  o w n  M a s te r  b r o k e  
b rea d  w ith  p u b lic a n s  an d  s in n e rs . T h e  
m e a n in g  o f  th e  sy m b o lism  is th e  sa m e  
in  b o th  in s ta n c e s . I f  th ese  sa m e  m is s io n  
a r ie s  sh o u ld  in s is t  th a t  it is  a b a d  m o ra l 
e x a m p le  to  te a c h  th a t  th ese  e c c e n tr ic  
o ld  g e n t le m e n , w ith  th e ir  im p r e ss iv e
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c a ta lo g  o f  fa u lts  a n d  fa il in g s , co u ld  h av e  
re ce iv e d  th e  I l lu m in a t io n , le t th e m  p au se  
a g a in . I f  m o rta ls  su b je c t  to  in f ir m it ie s  
m o r a l , e th ic a l ,  o r e m o tio n a l , a re  n o t  e n  
t it le d  to  re c e iv e  th e  L a w , w h o  w o u ld  
e v e r  be i llu m in e d ?

P u  T a i  H o  S h a n g , or th e  M o n k  w ith  
th e  c a lic o  b a g , is th e  m o st  h ap p y  o f  
th e  lo h a n s . H e  is  fa t  an d  co n te n te d  a n d  
v a rio u sly  re p re se n te d . S o m e tim e s  h e  
s its  o n  h is  m a t  in  a m u se d  c o n te m p la t io n  
o f  th e  se r io u s a n d  s o m e w h a t r id ic u lo u s  
a n tic s  o f  th e  u n in fo r m e d . I n  m o re  
co m p le te  p ic tu re s  th e  H o n o r a b le  P u  is 
sh o w n  su rro u n d e d  by  sev e ra l c h ild re n  
ca lle d  thieves. T h e s e  c h ild r e n  a re  try  
in g  to  f i lc h  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  h is  la rg e  
s a c k , b u t  h e d oes n o t a p p e a r  to  n o tice  
th e ir  s te a lth y  a c t iv it ie s . T h e  th ie v e s  re  
p re sen t th e  ch ild  sen ses w h ic h  a re  tr y in g  
to  stea l th e  v ir tu e s  o f  W is d o m . T h e  
lo h a n , l ik e  n a tu ra l la w  its e lf , d o es  n o t 
a p p e a r  to  n o t ic e  th e ir  d e s ig n , b u t la te r  
th e y  w ill b e  s u b je c t  to  c e r ta in  m is fo r  
tu n e s  in  l i f e  w h ic h  th ey  w ill b la m e  
u p o n  p ro v id e n ce , fo r  th ey  h a v e  fo o le d  n o  
o n e  b u t  th e m se lv e s . R e a liz in g  th is , th e  
lo h a n  is  c h u c k l in g  to  h im s e lf , a m u sed  
t h a t  a n y o n e  sh o u ld  a t te m p t  to  o u tw it  
th e  la w s o f  n a tu re .

F o r  so m e re a so n  th is  ro tu n d  lo h a n  
h a s  b e c o m e  th e  sp e c ia l p a tro n  o f  to b a cco  
m e rc h a n ts .

T h e  L o h a n  P u  is , b e y o n d  q u e s t io n , 
a fo r m  o f  th e  M a itre y a  B u d d h a , a n d  it 
is  assu m ed  th a t  th e  c a n o n iz e d  m o n k  re  
leased  th e  p o w er o f  th e  c o m in g  B u d d h a  
th r o u g h  h is  co n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  th e r e fo re  
is  re p re se n te d  w ith  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  
th is  C e le s t ia l  B e in g .

I n  th is  w a y  B u d d h is m  te a ch e s  th e  real 
m y ste ry  o f  its  c o m in g  B u d d h a . T h e  
M a itre y a  co m e s to  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  
th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  h is  a rh a ts . I t  is  n o t 
in fe rr e d  th a t  it  is  n e cessa ry  fo r  h im  to  
in c a r n a te  as a m o rta l  b e in g . H e  is m a n  
ife s te d  th r o u g h  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  g e n  
tle n e ss  a n d  a q u ie t  an d  in f in ite  p a tie n ce , 
a n  in te rn a l a w a re n e ss  th a t  th e  L a w  
is  p e r fe c t in g  all th in g s  in  its  o w n  g o o d  
t im e . T o  b e  a w a re  o f  th e  U n iv e rsa l 
L a w  as g e n tle n e s s  is  to  re c e iv e  th e  M a i  
trey a  in to  th e  h e a rt . T h e r e  is n o  lo n g e r  
a n y  d esire  f o r  h a s te  o r  sev e rity . T h e r e  
is  a p e r fe c t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  sp ir itu a l

tr u th  th a t  a ll o f  n a tu re  a n d  th e  la w s  
th a t  g o v e r n  it a re  p erv ad ed  w ith  a  r ic h  
a n d  g e n d e  k in d  o f  h u m o r  th a t  la u g h s  
w ith  u s a n d  n o t  a t  u s . A s  w e  liv e  o u r  
sm a ll liv e s , t r y in g  d e sp e ra te ly  to  m a k e  
e x is te n c e  d if f ic u lt , t r u th  i ts e lf  is a m u se d  
l ik e  a fo n d  p a re n t c h u c k lin g  o v e r th e  
a n t ic s  o f  its  fa v o r ite  c h ild . W h e n  tro u  
b le s  c o m e  th e  ro ly p o ly  D iv in i t y ,  as la rg e  
a s  sp ace  its e lf , o p e n s  h is  b ro a d  ro b es  
a n d  th e  l it t le  o n e s  ( s o u ls )  ru n  an d  
h id e  in  th e  v o lu m in o u s  d ra p e s u n t il  th e  
h a z a r d  is p assed . T h e y  p e e r  o u t , secu re  
in  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  th e ir  g e n ia l  te a c h e r , 
a n d  th e  d a n g e r  p a ssed , th e y  h a ste n  b a c k  
to  t h e ir  p la y . I t  is p o ss ib le  th a t  e a ch  
rece iv es  a s l ig h t  sp a n k  f r o m  k a rm a  ad  
m in is te re d  lo v in g ly  b y  th e  M a s te r , w h o  
th e n  s its  f a n n in g  h im s e lf  l ik e  so m e  b e n  
e v o le n t u n c le  p la y in g  f a th e r  to  a n  e x a s  
p e r a tin g  b r o o d . T h e  m o re  w e  th in k  
a b o u t  th e s e  in te re s tin g  sy m b o ls  th e  m o re  
m e a n in g fu l  th e y  b e c o m e . T h e  c ru d e  
n ess o f  th e  p o rtra itu re  is fo r g o tte n , a n d  
th e  su b lim ity  o f  th e  id ea  ta k e s  p o ssession  
o f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss .

I f  e ig h te e n  lo h a n s  a re  n o t e n o u g h  w e 
h a v e  re c o u rse  to  a la r g e r  g ro u p  c o n s is t  
in g  o f  f iv e  h u n d re d  o f  th e s e  e ste e m e d  
a n c ie n ts . In  th e  o ld  scro lls  th is  a sse m  
b la g e  p re se n ts  a d is tu r b in g  p a n o ra m a  o f  
w h im s ic a l s a in ts . S o m e  w e a r b ro a d  
b r im m e d  h a ts , an d  o th e rs , co m p le te ly  
o b liv io u s  o f  th e ir  d is tin g u ish e d  asso 
c ia te s , a re  w a r m in g  th e ir  tea  o v e r  a 
c h a rc o a l b r a z ie r  o r  t r im m in g  t h e ir  f in  
g e rn a ils  in  q u ie t  d ig n ity . I f  th is  g o o d ly  
co m p a n y  d o e s  n o t  sa tis fy , re c o u rse  m a y  
b e  h ad  to  th e  a s s e m b la g e  o f  s ix te e n  h u n  
d re d  lo h a n s . E a c h  o f  th e s e  d is tin g u ish e d  
p erso n s is  ju s t ly  ce le b ra te d  fo r  h is  c o n tr i  
b u tio n  to  th e  m o d e s  o f  sp ir itu a l r e a liz a  
t io n . S o m e  d w e lt  in  b u sy  c it ie s ; o th e rs  
a lo n e  in  m o u n ta in  p la ce s . S o m e  g o v  
e rn e d  s ta te s  a n d  p ro v in c e s ; o th e rs  liv ed  
a n d  d ie d  in  b e g g a r d o m . A  fe w  w e re  
h a n d s o m e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
th e ir  t im e ; o th e rs  w e re  c r ip p le d  a n d  d e  
fo r m e d . B u t  e a c h  in  h is  o w n  l ife  h ad  
e x p e r ie n c e d  in  so m e  w a y  th e  b e n e d ic t io n  
o f  T r u t h  w ith in . T h u s  c o n se c ra te d  an d  
o rd a in e d  by  th e  D w e lle r  in  th e  H e a r t ,  
e a c h  h ad  g o n e  fo r th  to  m in is te r  a cco rd  
in g  to  h is  l ig h t  a n d  o p p o rtu n ity . T h e s e  
m in is te r in g  s a in ts  a re  th e  b lessed  m es-
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se n g e rs  o f  th e  L a w , a n d  to g e th e r  th ey  
s ig n ify  th a t  th e r e  is n o  h u m a n  b e in g  
in c a p a b le  o f  im p r o v e m e n t th r o u g h  d is  
c ip l in e  a n d  r e a l iz a t io n .

I t  is n o t p o ss ib le  in  a s in g le  a r t ic le  
to  e x p la in  in  m e a n in g fu l  te r m s  th e  
w h o le  p a n th e o n  o f  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h is m . 
T h e  G r e a t  V e h ic le  is  s o m e tim e s  re p re  
sen ted  as a la rg e  s h ip , a n  O r ie n ta l  
N o a h ’s A r k . O n  th e  d e ck s  o f  th is  sh ip  
is  g a th e re d  th e  m o tle y  c re w  w h ic h  rep  
re s e n ts  th e  ra ce s  o f  th e  e a r th  a n d  th e  
q u a lit ie s  o f  h u m a n  te m p e ra m e n t. M o st 
o f  th o se  o n  th e  s h ip  a re  n o t  e v e n  in  
te rested  in  th e  co u rs e  o f  th e  v esse l. S o m e  
a re  r e a d in g  th e  S u tr a s  (s a c r e d  b o o k s ) ;  
o th e rs  a re  d is c o u rs in g , a n d  still o th e rs  a re  
s i t t in g  a b o u t g a m b lin g . I  sa w  o n e  o ld  
p r in t  in  w h ic h  a p ra c tic a l m e m b e r  o f  
th e  c re w  h as a f is h - lin e  d a n g lin g  f r o m  
th e  d e ck . S lo w ly  th e  h u g e  vessel m o v e s 
th r o u g h  a te m p e stu o u s  sea to w a rd  th e  
P u r e  L a n d  b e y o n d  th e  h o r iz o n . S o m e  
o f  th e  p a sse n g e rs  a re  se a -s ick  f r o m  th e  
jo u r n e y ; s t ill  th e  v essel p ro ce e d s o n  its  
e te rn a l co u rse . T h e  sea is l i f e ,  th e  vessel 
is th e  d o c tr in e  by  w h ic h  a ll m e n , re  
g a rd le s s  o f  th e ir  e sta te s , th e ir  in te re s ts  
a n d  th e ir  p u rp o ses , a re  b e in g  ca rr ie d  in  
e v ita b ly  to  th e  H a r b o r  o f  W is d o m  an d  
U n d e rs ta n d in g .

I t  m a y  se e m  s tra n g e  to  O c c id e n ta ls  
th a t  a g r e a t  a n d  p ro fo u n d  sy s te m  o f  
p h ilo so p h y  sh o u ld  re so rt  to  a h u m o ro u s  
d e p ic tio n  o f  i ts  te a c h in g s , b u t  th is  is  an  
e sse n tia l p a rt  o f  B u d d h is m . I t  is th e  
re s u lt  o f  a n  e s t im a tio n  o f  v a lu e s  w h ic h  
f r e e s  th e  in d iv id u a l fro m  th e  d ea d ly  se r i 
o u sn e ss  o f  h is  o w n  p erso n a l a m b itio n . 
N o th in g  in  th e  w o rld  is  so  im p o rta n t  
th a t  it  d oes n o t  h a v e  a n  a m u s in g  sid e . 
In  a s tra n g e  w ay  th o se  th in g s  a re  u su a l 
ly  m o s t  r id ic u lo u s  in  w h ic h  w e  see  n o th  
in g  a m u s in g . I t  d oes n o t  fo llo w  th a t  
th e  B u d d h is t  la c k s  se r io u sn e ss . In  m a t  
te rs  o f  h is  d o c tr in e  a n d  th e  g r e a t  la w s 
o f  l i f e  h e  is  d eep  an d  th o u g h tfu l ,  b u t  
a b o u t in c o n s e q u e n tia l  m a tte rs  l ik e  th e  
loss o f  h is  fo r tu n e , th e  co lla p se  o f  h is  
b u sin e ss , o r  th e  d is tr e s s in g  in f id e lity  o f  
h is  fa m ily , h e  h as  o n ly  a q u ie t  sm ile . 
H is  m o ra l is , sav e  y o u r m in d  f o r  th e  
se rv ice  o f  y o u r  co n sc io u sn e ss , a n d  d o  
n o t w a ste  i ts  e n e rg y  o v e r  m a tte r s  th a t  
n e v e r  w e re  im p o r ta n t  a n d  n e v e r  ca n  b e ,

re g a rd le ss  o f  h o w  m u c h  th o u g h t  you 
d ev o te  to  th e m .

I n  th e  h ig h e r  asp e cts  o f  its  p h ilo s  
o p h y  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h is m  c a n n o t  be 
d e fin e d  as a fo r m a l sy stem  o f  t h in k in g . 
I t  m u st  b e  a p p ro a ch e d  th r o u g h  a series 
o f  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e s . T h e r e  is  n o  a r  
b itr a r y  e x p la n a tio n  o f  B u d d h is t  sy m b o l 
is m . E a c h  sy m b o l m e a n s  e x a c t ly  w h a t  
it  co n v e y s as c o n sc io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  to  th e  
b e lie v e r  o r  th e  b e h o ld e r . A ll  d e scr ip  
t io n s  o f  B u d d h is m , th e r e fo re , a r e  in te r  
p re ta tio n s  in  te rm s  o f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  
o f  th e  w r ite r . S y m b o ls  a re  c re a te d  by 
in te r p r e ta t io n  a n d  b e c o m e  in  tu rn  su s 
c e p tib le  to  fu r th e r  in te r p r e ta t io n .

N o r th e r n  B u d d h is m  h a s th o u sa n d s  o f  
sy m b o ls . T h e r e  a re  in n u m e r a b le  f ig u re s  
o f  th e  v a rio u s  d iv in it ie s ; th e re  a re  p a in t  
in g s  re p re s e n tin g  th e  d if fe re n t  w o rld s  as 
sp h e re s  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss . T h e r e  a re  
m a g ic  d e s ig n s , a m u le ts , ta lis m a n s , an d  
sa cred  fo r m u la s  o f  w o rd s a n d  c h a ra c te rs . 
T h i s  in c r e d ib le  a rra y  o f  o r n a m e n ts  an d  
d e v ice s  b e w ild e rs  th e  O c c id e n ta l w h o  
se e k s  v a lu es  in  o b je c ts  ra th e r  th a n  in  
th e  su b je c ts  o f  w h ic h  th e se  o b je c ts  a re  
b u t re fle c tio n s . E a c h  B u d d h is t  e m b le m  
ch a lle n g e s  th e  m in d  to  e x p la in  th e  
s tra n g e  p a tte rn s  an d  sh a p e s o f  w h ic h  it 
is  co m p o se d . T h e  in te lle c t  m u st  u lt i  
m a te ly  tu rn  in w a rd  to  seek  th e  m e a n in g  
o f  th e  o u tw a rd  fo r m . F r o m  th e  d eep  
ch a m b e rs  o f  th e  su b co n sc io u s , fro m  
m e m o ry  an d  e x p e r ie n c e , f r o m  th o u g h ts  
o f  th e  p a st a n d  d re a m s  o f  th e  fu tu r e , 
w e  g a th e r  th e  e le m e n ts  to  in te rp r e t  th e
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v e n e ra te d  d e s ig n . T h u s  w e re a lly  b e  
co m e  w ise  s e e k in g  fo r  W is d o m , th e  very  
se a rch  fo r  w h ic h  d ra w s fro m  u s th e  so 
lu t io n .

T h e  w ild  tr ib e s  o f  n o r th e r n  A s ia  re  
ce iv ed  to  th e m se lv e s  th e  m y s tic  b le ss in g  
o f  th e  In d ia n  sa g es . N o w  g re a t  m o n a s  
te r ie s  c l in g  to  th e  p re c ip ito u s  sid es o f 
ru g g e d  h ills . A ll  a b o u t  rise  th e  e te rn a l 
sn o w  p e a k s  r e f le c t in g  th e  su n ’s l ig h t  
fro m  th e ir  a g e le ss  g la c ie rs . H e r e  th e  
L a m a s  sp in  th e ir  w h e e ls  o f  p ra y e r  an d  
c h a n t  th e  o ld  m a n tr a m s . H e r e  a lso  th e 
p ra y e r  f la g s  f lu tte r  o n  th e  ta ll  p o les an d  

y a k  ta ils  s tre a m  in  th e  b r e e z e . T h e  

g r e a t  m o u n ta in s  o f  th e  n o r th  a re  th e  
th ro n e s  o f  th e  e te rn a l B u d d h a s , a n d  fa r  

b e y o n d  th e ir  w e s te rn  b o u n d a r ie s  lies  
A m ita b h a ’s P a ra d ise .

B y  in w a rd  m e d ita tio n  th e  g re a t B u d  
d h a s  co n ce iv e d  w ith in  th e m se lv e s  th e  
m y s te ry  o f  th e  G r e a t  V e h ic le .  T h i s  
G r e a t  V e h ic le  is th e  D h a r m a  its e lf . I t  
is  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  G o o d  L a w  by 
w h ic h  a ll m a n k in d , re g a rd le ss  o f  race  
o r  re l ig io n , m a y  a tta in  lib e ra t io n  th r o u g h  
in w a rd  re a liz a t io n  an d  th e  o u tw a rd  
p ra c tic e  o f  g o o d  w o rk s . T h i s  a p p lie s  
n o t o n ly  to  m e n  b u t to  a ll c re a tu re s  in  
n a tu re , fo r  ev ery  l iv in g  th in g , e v e n  d o w n  
to  th e  l if e  lo ck e d  w ith in  a g r a in  o f  
sa n d , is  k n o w n  w ith in  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
o f  th e  S u p re m e  O n e . T h e  lov e  o f  A m i-  
ta b h a  e m b ra c e s  a ll th in g s  w ith in  th e  
v a stn ess  o f  th e  H e a r t  D o c tr in e . T h e  
lo v e  o f  A m ita b h a  d ra w s a ll l i f e  a lo n g  
th e  n o b le  e ig h t-fo ld  p a th  to  f in a l id e n  
tity  w ith  S p a c e , S p ir i t ,  a n d  th e  G r e a t  
W h it e  M o u n ta in s .

( w r i t t e n  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  h o r iz o n  
Suggested reading: T h e  G u r u ; S e l f -U n i  o l d m e n t )

C'YlarcoUc

A c c o r d in g  to  a re c e n t  a u th o r , d ru g  
a d d ic tio n  h a s  e x isted  s in c e  th e  v ery  b e  
g in n in g  o f  th e  h u m a n  ra ce . O p iu m  
w as u sed  by th e  m e n  o f  th e  S to n e  A g e . 
T h e  S u m e r ia n s , E g y p t ia n s , a n d  G re e k s  
u sed  o p iu m  in  th e ir  m a g ic a l a n d  re  
l ig io u s  r ite s , a n d  a lso  ra t io n e d  it to  
th e ir  a rm ie s .

E a r ly  p h y s ic ia n s , u n a b le  to  d ia g n o se  
a v a rie ty  o f  a ilm e n ts  w h ic h  w e re  a c c o m  
p a n ie d  by p a in fu l sy m p to m s, h ad  re  
co u rse  to  o p ia te s  to a lle v ia te  s u ffe r in g . 
In  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th e  p a t ie n t  w a s  led  
to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  o p ia te s  w e re  a cu re , 
an d  a s  a re s u lt  d ru g  a d d ic t io n  w a s 
w id e sp re a d .

T h e  A ra b s  w ere  th e  f irst to  in s titu te  
re g u la t io n s  r e s tr ic t in g  th e  a m o u n t  o f  
o p iu m  a n d  o th e r  h a b it - fo r m in g  d ru g s  
w h ic h  a p h y s ic ia n  co u ld  p re scr ib e . T h i s  
m e a su re , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  in ju n c t io n

in  th e  K o r a n  a g a in s t  d ru g s  w h ic h  b e  
fo g g e d  th e  b r a in , h a d  a te n d e n c y  to  
cu rb  ex ce ss  o f  a d d ic t io n  a m o n g  Is la m ic  
p eo p les.

O p iu m  re a c h e d  W e s te r n  E u r o p e  a lo n g  
th e  tra d e  ro u te s  f ro m  A s ia  a n d  th e 
N e a r  E a s t .  I t  b e ca m e  a n  im p o r ta n t  a r  
t ic le  o f  b a r te r  a n d  e x c h a n g e , a n d  b e  
cau se  o f  th e  e n o r m o u s  p ro fits  in v o lv ed  
in  th e  i l l ic i t  h a n d lin g  o f  d ru g s  a n  e la b  
o ra te  u n d e r g ro u n d  m a c h in e ry  h a s  co m e  
in to  b e in g .

O n e  o f  th e  m o st im p o rta n t  r e fo r m s  
re s u ltin g  f r o m  th e  L e a g u e  o f  N a tio n s  
is  th e  w o rk  d o n e  by th e  L e a g u e ’s A d  
v iso ry  C o m m itte e  o n  T r a f f i c  in  O p iu m  
a n d  o th e r  D a n g e r o u s  D r u g s . B y  th is  
m e a n s  f ig u re s  h av e  b e e n  a c c u m u la te d  to 
in d ic a te  th e  a m o u n t o f  n a r c o t ic  m a te r ia l 
n e ce ssa ry  in  th e  le g it im a te  p ra c tic e  o f  
m e d ic in e  fo r  ev ery  co u n try .
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A  D E PA R TM EN T D E D IC A TED  T O  A L IC E  IN  W O N D ERLA N D

Sitting Bull The Indian Mystic
B Y  E R N E S T  T H O M P S O N  S E T O N

( w r it t e n  s pe c ia l l y  f o r  h o r iz o n )

I t  w a s o n  th e  2 4 th  o f  Ju n e , 1 8 7 6  th a t 
th e  S io u x  In d ia n s , h a v in g  q u it  th e  re se r  
v a t io n s , w e re  jo in e d  in  o n e  b ig  c a m p  o n  
th e  L i t t le  B ig  H o r n  R iv e r . T h e r e  w ere  
p ro b a b ly  f iv e  th o u sa n d  in  n u m b e r , b u t 
as th e  sco u t O b e y e sa  sa id  to  m e , “ F iv e  
th o u sa n d  In d ia n s  d id  n o t m e a n  fiv e  
th o u sa n d  w a rr io rs .”  W o m e n  a n d  c h il  
d re n  fu rn is h e d  o v e r  fo u r  th o u sa n d  o f  
th e  ro ll ca ll.

T h e  c h ie fs  in  c h a rg e  w e re  G a l l ,  th e  
g ig a n t ic  w a r  c h ie f ,  C r a z y  H o r s e , th e  
w ise  a n d  tru s te d  ru le r  o f  th e  O g la la  
b a n d , an d  S i t t in g  B u l l ,  th e  d r e a m e r , 
th e  w ise  M e d ic in e  M a n  w h o  c o u ld  h e a r  
th e  v o ices .

T h e s e  th re e  w e re  s i t t in g  in  th e  c o u n  
c il lo d g e  d e b a tin g  w h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  d o  
in  v iew  o f  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  
tro u p s  b e n t o n  th e ir  d e s tru c tio n .

G a l l ,  a f ie rc e  f ig h t in g  m a n , w a s a l 
w ay s a lit t le  s c o rn fu l in  h is  a t t i tu d e  to  
w ard  S i t t in g  B u l l ,  w h o  n e v e r  d id  c la im  
to  be a g r e a t  w a rr io r .

I n  rep ly  to  a su g g e stio n  by S i t t in g  B u l l ,  
G a ll  s a id , “ W e l l ,  i f  you  k n o w  so  m u c h , 
te ll u s , w h e r e  is  L o n g - H a ir  ( C u s t e r )  a t 
th is  m o m e n t .”

S i t t in g  B u l l  s a id , “ I  d o n ’t k n o w , b u t 
I  ca n  g o  a n d  f in d  o u t .”

“ T h e n  I  sa y , g o !” w a s G a l l ’s co n te m p  
tu o u s  rep ly .

S o  S i t t in g  B u l l  le ft  th e  ca m p  b e sid e  
th e  l it t le  r iv e r  a n d  w e n t to  th e  w e ll-  
k n o w n  co n ica l h ill ca lled  th e  C r o w ’s 
N e s t. I t  w a s n o t v ery  h ig h  o r f a r  o ff , 
b u t a g o o d  p la ce  fo r  a lo n e ly  v ig il.

O n  th e  to p  o f  th is  h ill  th e  o ld  p r ie s t  
l ig h te d  a  v ig il f ire . B e s id e  th is  h e  k n e lt  
a n d  p ra y ed  to  G o d . ( W e  h av e a re co rd  
o f  h is  p r a y e r ) .  R a is in g  h is  h a n d s  a n d  
h is  m e d ic in e  p ip e  h e  p ra y e d  th u s : 
“ W a k a u  T a n k a ,  p ity  m e . In  th e  n a m e  
o f  m y  n a t io n , I  o ffe r  you  th is  p ip e . 
W h e r e v e r  a re  th e  su n , m o o n , e a r th , fo u r  
w in d s  th e re  you  a re  a lw a y s . F a th e r  
sav e  th e se  p e o p le , I  b e g  y o u . W e  w ish  
to  liv e . G u a r d  u s a g a in s t  a ll m is fo r  
tu n e s  a n d  c a la m it ie s , a n d  ta k e  p ity  o n
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N e x t  h e  m a d e  p ra y e r  s tick s , w ith  sm a ll 
fe a th e rs  a n d  b a g s  o f  to b a c c o  t ie d  to  
th e m . T h e s e  w a n d s  h e  s tu c k  in  th e  
g ro u n d  so t h a t  h e  sh o u ld  b e  a b le  to  
h e a r  th e  v o ices .

B y  th e  f ir e  h e  w a ite d  a n d  p ra y ed  an d  
a t  la s t  th e  v o ices c a m e , a n d  th is  w a s th e  
m e ssa g e  th e y  b r o u g h t : “ F e a r  n o t . A t 
th is  t im e  L o n g - H a ir  is  a t  th e  m o u th  o f  
th e  R o se b u d  R iv e r  w ith  h is  a rm y . H e  
h a s  a c a n n o n . T h e y  w ill a r r iv e  to m o r  
ro w  a t tw o  h o u rs  p a st th e  n o o n . B u t  
fe a r  n o t , y o u  w ill  su re ly  w ip e  th e m  o u t .”

T h e n  S i t t in g  B u l l  re tu rn e d  a t  o n c e  
to  th e  c o u n c il  lo d g e  a n d  d e liv e re d  th e  
m e ssa g e  e x a c d y  as it h a d  c o m e  to  h im . 
T h e  c a n n o n  w as a lw a y s a fe a r fu l

th o u g h t  to  th e  In d ia n s . T h e y  sa id  it 
sh o t a b o th  e n d s ; th a t  is, it  w as f ir s t  
f ire d  a n d  la te r  th e  sh e ll b u rs t. B u t  th e  
c h ie fs  re m e m b e re d  th a t  th e  v o ice s  sa id , 
“ F e a r  n o t .”

I t  c a m e  a b o u t e x a c tly  as S i t t in g  B u ll  
p re d ic te d . C u s te r  a n d  h is  m e n  c a m e  a t 
tw o  o ’c lo c k , b u t  th ey  h ad  n o  c a n n o n  
w h e n  th e y  a rr iv e d .

L o n g  a fte r w a r d  I  d iscu ssed  th is  re co rd  
w ith  B e n te e n  w h o  w as in  th e  o r ig in a l 
e x p e d itio n  a g a in s t  th e  S io u x . H e  said  
“ Y e s , w e  h ad  a ca n n o n  a t  th e  t im e  S i t  
t in g  B u l l  h e a rd  th e  v o ice s , b u t  w e  co u ld  
n o t g e t  it  a cro ss  th e  R o se b u d  R iv e r  so 
w e le f t  it b e h in d  a n d  c a m e  o n  w ith o u t  
i t .”

The Weapon Salve of Sir Kenelm Digby
S ir  K e n e lm  D ig b y , p h y s ic ia n  a n d  g e n  

tle m a n  o f  th e  B e d c h a m b e r  o f  K in g  
C h a r le s  I  o f  E n g la n d , h as  b e e n  d e scrib e d  
a s  a n  e c c e n tr ic  g e n iu s  a n d  a  d o c to r  o f  
ra re  p a rts . S i r  K e n e lm  a p p e a re d  b e  
fo re  th e  le a rn e d  a n d  n o b le  p ro fesso rs  
o f  th e  g r e a t  u n iv e rs ity  a t  M o n tp e ll ie r  in  
F r a n c e ,  w h e re  h e  d e liv e re d  a le a rn e d  
a d d re ss  “ T o u c h in g  th e  P r o b le m  o f  th e  
C u r e  o f  W o u n d s  by  th e  P o w e r  o f  S y m  
p a th y .”

K in g  C h a r le s  b e c a m e  so  in te re s te d  in  
D ig b y ’s m y s te r io u s  fo r m u la  t h a t  h e 
a sk e d  fo r  th e  se c re t . K e n e lm  re p lie d  
t h a t  h e h a d  le a rn e d  th e  m y ste ry  o f  h is 
fa m o u s  w e a p o n  sa lv e f r o m  a C a r m e lite  
F r ia r  w h o  h a d  tra v e le d  in  th e  F a r  E a s t  
w h e r e  th e  re m e d y  w a s  w e ll-k n o w n . T h e  
se c re t  p assed  f r o m  th e  K in g  to  h is  p e r  
so n a l p h y s ic ia n , D r .  M a y e r n e , u n d e r  a 
p ro m is e  o f  se c re cy , w ith  th e  re su lt th a t

in  a fe w  m o n th s  it w a s k n o w n  to  ev ery  
d o c to r  a n d  b a r b e r  in  E n g la n d .

S ir  K e n e lm ’s p rice le ss  re m e d y  is  n o t 
lik e ly  to  b e  rev iv ed  b y  m o d e rn  m e d ic in e , 
b u t in  its  o w n  t im e  it w as as se n sa tio n a l 
as th e  X -r a y  o r  th e  v ita m in  th e o ry .

W o u n d s  w e re  v ery  c o m m o n  in  M e rry  
E n g la n d  in  th e  t im e  o f  th e  S tu a r ts . I f  
th e y  d id  n o t  re s u lt  f r o m  p u b lic  w a rs , 
th e y  co u ld  b e  tra c e d  to  p r iv a te  s tr ife . 
D u e ls  a n d  a ss a ss in a tio n  p lo ts  k e p t th e  
su rg e o n s  b u sy  s e w in g  u p  th e  n o b ility  
a n d  a t te m p tin g  v a rio u s  e x p e r im e n ts  in 
p la s tic  su rg e ry .

S i r  K e n e lm ’s c o n tr ib u tio n  to  h u m a n  
k n o w le d g e  w a s based  o n  a v ery  s im p le  
th e o ry . I f  a m a n  w e re  w o u n d e d  in  a 
d u e l i t  w a s th e  sw o rd  o f  h is  a d v ersa ry  
th a t  w a s  d ire c tly  re sp o n sib le  fo r  th e 
d a m a g e ; th e r e fo re  i t  w as th e  sw o rd  a n d  
n o t th e  w o u n d  th a t  sh o u ld  b e  tre a te d .
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S I R  K E N E L M  D I G B Y

T h e  w e a p o n  sa lv e  w a s  ru b b e d  o n to  th e  
b la d e  w h ic h  h a d  f ir s t  b e e n  th o ro u g h ly  
c le a n e d , a n d  th e n  th e  sw o rd  w as c a re  
fu l ly  w ra p p ed  a n d  m a d e  c o m fo r ta b le  in  
a w a rm , e v e n  te m p e ra tu re  u n til th e  
w o u n d e d  m a n  re c o v e re d . I f  th e  w o u n d  
w e re  slo w  in  h e a lin g , o r  i f  th e  p a tie n t 
su ffe re d  a re la p se , th e  sw o rd  w a s g iv e n  
a n o th e r  f re s h  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  w e a p o n  
sa lv e  a n d  w as b a n d a g e d  w ith  fre sh  
c lo th  to  m a k e  th e  w o u n d  m o re  c o m  
fo r ta b le .

In c id e n ta l ly , S i r  K e n e lm ’s fo rm u la  a lso  
re q u ire d  th a t  th e  w o u n d  its e lf  b e  
w a sh e d  a n d  k e p t  c le a n . U n s y m p a th e tic  
d o c to rs  o f  to d a y  b e lie v e  th is  w as th e 
secre t o f  th e  a s to n is h in g  cu re s  w h ic h  th e  
g o o d  D ig b y  a c c o m p lish e d .

2 J

T e s t im o n ia ls  to  th e  g r e a t  m e r it  o f  th e  
w e a p o n  sa lv e  c a m e  in  f r o m  all p a r ts  o f  
E n g la n d , a n d  o n e  is ty p ic a l o f  th e  g e n  
e ra l  a t titu d e  to w a rd  th e  fa m o u s  re m e d y . 
L o r d  G ilb o u r n e , a n  E n g l is h  n o b le m a n , 
h a d  in  h is  e m p lo y  a c a rp e n te r  m a k in g  
c e r ta in  re p a irs  u p o n  h is  e s ta te . O n e  day 
th e  c a rp e n te r  c u t  h im s e lf  v ery  sev ere ly  
w ith  a n  a x e  w h ile  e n g a g e d  in  h is  w o rk . 
T h e  a x e , sp a tte re d  w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  
u n fo r tu n a te  c a rp e n te r , w a s  s e n t  to  L o r d  
G ilb o u r n e , w h o  fo r tu n a te ly  h ad  a ja r  o f 
th e  w e a p o n  sa lv e  h a n d y . H is  L o r d s h ip  
sm e a re d  th e  a x e  g e n e ro u s ly  w ith  th e  in  
fa ll ib le  o in tm e n t , w ra p p e d  it u p  w a rm ly  
f o r  c h ills  m ig h t  h av e  se r io u s  co n se  
q u e n c e s , a n d  c a re fu lly  h u n g  it  u p  in  
o n e  o f  h is  c lo se ts .

T h e  c a rp e n te r  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  re  
lie v ed  o f  a ll  p a in  a n d  th e  w o u n d  b e g a n  
to  h e a l w ith  a s to n is h in g  ra p id ity . A f te r  
sev e ra l d a y s , h o w e v e r , th e  p o o r m a n  h a d  
a  re la p se  a n d  th e  w o u n d  b e c a m e  v ery  
sw o lle n  an d  p a in fu l . H is  L o r d s h ip  w a s 
im m e d ia te ly  su m m o n e d  a n d  d e c id e d  
th a t  s o m e th in g  m u s t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to  
th e  a x e . H u r r y in g  to  th e  c lo s e t, L o r d  
G ilb o u r n e  d isco v e re d  th a t  in  so m e  w a y  
th e  a x e  h ad  fa lle n  f r o m  th e  n a il a n d  la y  
on  th e  flo o r w ith  th e  b a n d a g e s  p a rtly  
o ff.

F r e s h  w e a p o n  sa lv e w a s im m e d ia te ly  
a p p lie d  to  th e  b la d e  a n d  h a n d le , th e  
b a n d a g e s  w e re  r e a r ra n g e d , an d  th e  a x e  
m a d e  c o z y  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le . Im m e d i  
a te ly  th e  c a r p e n te r  f e lt  b e tte r , a n d  in  a 
fe w  d ay s th e  w o u n d  w a s e n tire ly  h e a le d .

R e f : Superstitions Connected with the 
History and Practice of Medicine and 
Surgery. By Thomas Joseph Pettigrew, 
F . R. S. F . S. A . London, 1 8 4 4 .

M a r k  T w a in  o n c e  o b se rv e d , “ E v e ry o n e  ta lk s  a b o u t th e  w e a th e r , b u t n o  o n e  
ev er d oes a n y th in g  a b o u t i t .”  S e v e ra l y ea rs  a g o  th e  B e lle  F o u r c h e  P o s t , a  S o u th  
D a k o ta  n e w s p a p e r , p u b lish e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  a d : “ R a in  F o r  S a le , D e liv e re d  in
y o u r f r o n t  y a rd .”  I t  w a s o n ly  n e ce ssa ry  to  d e p o sit in  y o u r  o w n  b a n k  a  c h e c k  f o r  
$ 1 0 0 .0 0  m a d e  o u t to  A . W .  H a l le r ,  in  o rd e r  to  re c e iv e  a n  a p p ro p ria te  a m o u n t  
of m o is tu re  fo r  y o u r  f ie ld  o r  g a r d e n . T h e  o f fe r  w as b a c k e d  w ith  a g u a r a n te e : 
‘I f  n o t sa tis f ie d , ca n ce l th e  c h e c k .” M a r k  T w a in  w o u ld  h a v e  re jo ic e d  th a t a t  la s t  
so m e o n e  w a s d o in g  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  w e a th e r .



•  Man is an animal until the personality is united by conscious experience
with the soul flower within

The Mystical 
Experiences of 

the Soul

^  E M A N T I C S ,  th e  s c ie n ce  o f w o rd s  
a n d  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  u se  o f  

w o rd s te a ch e s  us th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a p  
p r o a c h in g  a  s u b je c t  w ith  a  c le a r  d e fin i 
t io n  o f  th e  m e a n in g  o f  te rm s . T h is  
e n a b le s  us to  th in k  fr o m  th e  sa m e  v ie w  
p o in t ;  a n  im p o r ta n t  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  an  
a b s tr a c t  m a tte r  su c h  as m y s tic is m .

In  o u r  w e s te rn  c iv i l iz a t io n  w e  h av e  
u sed  w o rd s  v ery  lo o se ly . W e  em p lo y  
to o  m a n y  “ a lm o s ts ” a n d  “ a p p r o x im a te -  
ly s ,”  a n d  su ch  w o rd s  a re  d a n g e ro u s . In  
u s in g  th e  te rm  m y s tic is m  it  is im p o r ta n t  
th a t  w e  h a v e  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t 
th e  w o rd  its e lf  re a lly  m e a n s . I t  g o e s  
b a c k  to  a n c ie n t  G r e e c e , a n d  th e  lite r a l  
tr a n s la tio n  o f  th e  te rm  is to  “ see th r o u g h  
a v e i l” o r  “ th r o u g h  a  m is t” ; i t  m e a n s  
s o m e th in g  th a t  is  n o t  c le a r ly  p e rce iv e d .

In  o ld  G r e e k  r e lig io n  th e re  w e re  tw o  
d e g re e s  o f  m e m b e rs h ip  in  r e lig io u s  
m o v e m e n ts . T h e  f ir s t , o r  ju n io r  d e g r e e , 
w a s t h a t  o f th e  m y s tic s . T h e y  w e re  n o t  
p e rm itte d  to  ta k e  p a rt in  th e  e so te r ic  
a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e ir  f a ith , b u t  a cce p te d  
c e r ta in  th in g s  w ith o u t  p ro o f , w o rs h ip  
p in g  b e fo re  a v e il w h ic h  c o n ce a le d  th e  
sa n c tu a ry . I n  th e  G r e e k  O r th o d o x  
C h u r c h  th is  v e il o r  c u r ta in  still  co v ers  
th e  s a n c tu a r y , a n d  th o se  w h o  a re  c o n  
te n t  t o  a d o re  b e fo re  th e  v e il d o  n o t  d e  
m a n d  th a t  it be  l if te d , h a v in g  p e r fe c t

f a it h  in  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  G o d  w ith o u t  
r e q u ir in g  p ro o f. In  a n c ie n t  t im e s  su ch  
p e o p le  w e re  te r m e d  m y s tic s .

M y s tica l p h ilo so p h y , a s  a  b r a n c h  o f  
m o d e rn  t h in k in g ,  a lso  h a s  a d is tin c t  
d e f in it io n , a n d  in  m y s tic a l  p h ilo so p h y  
m y s tic is m  its e lf  is  a  p h ilo so p h y  based  
u p o n  th e  b e lie f  t h a t  it is p o ssib le  f o r  
th e  in d iv id u a l to  h a v e  d ir e c t  c o n ta c t  
w ith  th e  sp ir itu a l so u rc e  o f  p o w e r  in  
th e  u n iv e rse  w ith o u t  fo r m a liz e d  r e li  
g io u s  in s t i tu t io n s , a n d  w ith o u t  b e n e fit  o f 
c le rg y . I t  is th e  b e lie f  th a t  m a n  h im s e lf  
m a y  in w a rd ly  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  p re se n ce  o f  
G o d . A  m y s tic  is  th e r e fo re  o n e  w h o  b e  
lie v e s  in  th e  e v e r -p re se n t re a lity  o f  d i 
v in e  th in g s  to  b e  p e rce iv e d  in w a rd ly  as 
a n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss .

M y s tic is m  is a n  im p o r ta n t  e x p e r ie n c e  
in  th e  liv es  o f  a ll r e lig io u s  in d iv id u a ls , 
a n d  a n e ce ssa ry  sta g e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  a ll  re lig io u s  th o u g h t . A ll o f  th e  
w o r ld ’s r e lig io n s  h a v e  in  th e m  a m y stica l 
e le m e n t . O b v io u s ly , a ll h u m a n  b e in g s  
a re  n o t co n s t itu te d  to  be m y s tic s . T h e r e  
is a la rg e  p a rt  o f  m a n k in d  to  w h ic h  th e  
b e lie f  in  a th in g  in v is ib le  o r  u n p ro v a b le  
is  l i t t le  s h o r t  o f  s u p e rs tit io n . T h e s e  
p e o p le  la c k  th e  m y stica l q u a lity , a n d  
m u s t  a p p r o a c h  th e  p ro b le m  o f  th e ir  l iv  
in g  in  a d if fe r e n t  w a y . B u t  in  ev e ry  
c iv i l iz a t io n  a n d  in  ev ery  r e lig io n  o f th e
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w o rld  th e re  a re  m in o r it ie s  th a t a re  p e 
cu lia r ly  m y s tic a l , a n d  re g a rd le ss  o f  th e 
fo r m a l s tru c tu re  o f  th e  fa it h ,  th ey  b e  
lie v e  p e rso n a lly  in  a d ir e c t  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  s p ir itu a l fo u n ta in s  o f  b e lie f  a n d  th e  
g r e a t  s p ir itu a l so u rce s  o f  l ife .

B y  e x te n s io n  in  p h ilo so p h y , m y s tic ism  
c a rr ie s  o n e  o th e r  im p o rta n t  d e fin it io n  
a n d  th a t  is : M y s tic ism  is th e  e x p e r ie n c  
in g  o f  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  a c t io n ; a n  a d v e n  
tu re  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c in g  o f  l ife . I t  
m e a n s  th a t th e  in d iv id u a l a c tu a lly  liv es 
o n ly  to  th e  d e g re e  th a t h e e x p e r ie n ce s . 
F o r  in s ta n c e , a p e rso n  m a y  pass th ro u g h  
a  n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r ie n ce s  in  l ife  w ith o u t  
a c tu a lly  b e in g  in te rn a lly  to u c h e d  by 
th e m . H e  c a n  be a  p a rty  to  a m a g n if  
ic e n t  a d v e n tu r e  w ith o u t  g a in in g  a n y  
th in g  fr o m  th e  a d v e n tu re .

P h ilo s o p h y  as e x p e r ie n c e  is  g o in g  to  
b e co m e  m o re  a n d  m o re  im p o rta n t  in  th is  
p o s t-a to m ic  w o rld . W e  m u st  b e co m e  
a w a re  o f  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  o r ie n t in g  
o u rse lv e s ; o f  c r e a t in g  a n  a d e q u a c y  w ith  
in  o u r  o w n  n a tu re s . W e  h a v e  le a n e d  
u p o n  th e  s tr e n g th  o f  o u r  w o rld . N o w  
w e  a re  b e g in n in g  to  w o n d e r  h o w  s tro n g  
th a t  w o rld  is ;  w h e th e r  it  is sa fe  fo r  us 
to  c o n tin u e  to  le a n  u p o n  it , a n d  w e  a re  
b e c o m in g  m o re  an d  m o re  co n v in c e d  
th a t  it  is n o t sa fe . W c  a re  b e g in n in g  
to  sen se  th e  c o n fu s io n  o f  o u r tim e s . 
W e  a re  lo s in g  fa ith  in  th e  in fa l l ib il i ty  
o f  o u r  in s titu t io n s . T h i s  w e ca n n o t 
h e lp , b ca u se  it is im p o ss ib le  to  be liev e  
in  th e  in fa l l ib il i ty  o f  th a t  w h ic h  h as  a l 
read y  fa ile d . A  s tro n g  w o rld  ca n  o n ly  
be b u ilt  f r o m  s tro n g  p e o p le , a n d  n o  
p e o p le  is s t r o n g  u n le ss  it  is  s tro n g  in  
r ig h t .  A  n a t io n  th a t  p le d g e s p ro fit  
a b o v e  p r in c ip le  ca n  n e v e r  be s tro n g , 
a n d  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  d oes n o t  m a k e  
th a t  sa m e  d e c is io n  in  h im s e lf  ca n  n e v e r  
b e  s tro n g  o r  secu re  w ith in . W e  n e ed  
s tr e n g th , a n d  w e a re  b e g in n in g  to  sen se  
th e  fa c t  th a t  s tre n g th  co m e s  o n ly  fro m  
w ith in  o u rse lv e s  a n d  is  n o t  to  b e  g a in e d  
fr o m  th e  le g is la t io n s  o f  n a t io n s , fro m  
p a cts , le a g u e s , or co n fe re n c e s . T h e  on ly  
in d iv id u a l in  th is  w o rld  w h o  is sa fe  is 
th e  o n e  w h o  h as fo u n d  th e  ce n te r  o f 
h im s e lf .

I f  w e  a p p ro a c h  sa fe ty  as an  in te rn a l 
s t r e n g th  w e  c a n n o t  re a c h  it  w ith o u t  e x  
p e r im e n t in g  in  th e  q u a lity  o f  m y s tic is m .

W e  c a n n o t  fa il  to  re a liz e  th a t in  p ra c  
t ice  a m y s tic  is th e  o p p o site  o f  a m a  
te r ia lis t . H e r e  a g a in  o u r  s e m a n tic s  is 
v ery  p o o r. W e  h a v e  to  r e a liz e  th a t  a 
m a te r ia lis t  is n o t  n e ce ssa r ily  a n  in d i  
v id u a l w h o  h as  n o  fa ith  in  s p ir itu a l 
m a tte r s  b u t o n e  in  w h o m  th e  b a la n c e  
o f  p o w e r  h as b e en  s h ifte d  to  th e  m a te r  
ia l e n d  o f  th e  sca le . A  m a te r ia lis t  is 
n o t o n e  h u n d re d  p e rce n t a m a te r ia l is t ,  
b u t e n o u g h  so to  t ip  th e  b a la n c e . i

O n  th e  o p p o site  e x tre m e , a m y s tic  is 
n o t a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  is o n e  h u n d re d  
p e rc e n t d ev o ted  to  m y s tic is m ; h e  is o n e  
in  w h o m  th e r e  is a  p re d o m in a n c e  o f  
th e  m y s tica l v a lu e s , a n d  m a te r ia l  th in g s  
ta k e  a se c o n d a ry  p la ce . T h a t  is  o n e  o f  
th e  p ro b le m s o f  p h ilo so p h y — to  p u t a ll 
th in g s  in  th e ir  p ro p e r p la ce s . O n ly  th e  
fa n a t ic  b e liev es in  th e  c o m p le te  d e s tru c  
t io n  o f  th e  o p p o site  o f  h is  o w n  c o n v ic  
t io n . T h e  in te l lig e n t  p e rso n  a lw a y s  r e c  
o g n iz e s  th a t  ev ery  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h in k  
in g  h a s  its  p la c e , a s s ig n in g  to  th e  h ig h  
est p la ce  th a t  w h ic h  is o b v io u sly  th e  
m o st n e cessa ry  o r th e  m o st im p o r ta n t . 
I t  is  th e  p la c in g  o f  e m p h a s is , b u t n o t 
c o m p le te  d is re g a rd  o f  th e  o p p o site  q u a l  
itie s .

W e  n e ed  m y s tic ism  to d a y  b e ca u se  w e  
d e sp e ra te ly  re q u ir e  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  
g iv e s  u s a sen se  o f  v a lu e s  g re a t e n o u g h  
to  m e e t  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  c h a n g e . A n  
in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  fo u n d  m a te r ia lis m  
su ff ic ie n t  in  th e  y ears o f  h is  p ro sp e r ity  
g a in s  l it t le  c o m fo r t  f r o m  h is  c re e d  
w h e n  s tru c k  by d is a s te r . Ju s t  as th e  
p e rso n  w h o  h as p assed  th r o u g h  tra g e d y  
tu rn s  to w a rd  th e  sp ir itu a l w h e n  m a te r ia l  
th in g s  f a i l ,  so a w o rld , o r  a ra c e , o r  a 
n a t io n , p a ss in g  th ro u g h  a g re a t  d is a s te r , 
b e co m e s  im m e d ia te ly  a w a re  o f  th e  n e  
ce ssity  f o r  in te rn a l se c u rity .

T h e  q u e s tio n s  th e n  a r is e : I s  th e re  
e sc a p e ?  Is  id e a lism  a n  e sca p e  f r o m  
re a lity , o r  is  id e a lism  th e  re a lity ?  T h i s  
p ro b le m  h a s b e e n  a p p a r e n t  in  th e  a rts  
f o r  so m e t im e , p a rt ic u la r ly  s in c e  th e  
d a w n  o f  m o d e r n is m , im p r e ss io n ism , a n d  
p o s tim p re s s io n is m . W e  a re  to ld  by  a r t  
is ts , fo r  e x a m p le , t h a t  th e  im p o rta n t  
t h in g  to  d e p ic t  o n  ca n v a s  is  th e  t r u th , 
b u t  th a t  is  a w ord  w h ic h  a g a in  h as 
fa lle n  in to  v ery  bad  s e m a n tic  d if f ic u ltie s . 
W e  a ll th in k  w e  k n o w  e x a c tly  w h a t
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tr u th  is, b u t  e v e r  s in c e  th e  q u e s t io n  w as 
ask ed  o f  P o n t iu s  P ila te  i t  h a s  re m a in e d  
u n a n s w e re d . T h e  m o d e rn  a r t is t  says 
th a t  th e  l ite r a l, th e  o b v io u s , th a t  w h ic h  
w e  p e rce iv e  d a ily , m u st  b e  th e  t ru th . 
S o  in  p a in t in g , c e r ta in  m o d e rn s  b e co m e  
d e fin ite ly  re a lis ts , a n d  as w e lo o k  a t 
th e ir  p ro d u cts  w e  a re  c o n v in c e d  th a t  
re a lism  to  th e m  m e a n s  th a t  th e  w o rs t  in  
n a tu re  is th e  t r u t h ;  th a t  th e  u n iv e rse  
is  co m p o se d  o f  a m a g n if ic e n t  u n p le a s a n t  
n ess w h ic h  it  is th e  d u ty  o f  a rt to  p e r  
p e tu a te  in  a ll i ts  g h a s tly  l ite r a lis m . W e  
h a v e  a n o th e r  sch o o l o f  a r t  th a t  b e lie v e s  
a ll a rt sh o u ld  h a v e  so c ia l c o n te n t , so cia l 
s ig n if ic a n c e , a n d  th a t  i t  m u st  p re a ch  
so m e th in g . B u t  in  t im e  w e b e co m e  
w e a ry  o f  a r t  th a t  p re a ch e s . T h e  e ra  o f  
th e  p re a c h e r  is  c lo s in g  v ery  ra p id ly , an d  
in  h is  p la ce  e m e rg e s  th e  te a c h e r . •

T h i s  p ro b le m  o f  a r t  su m s u p  v ery  
n ice ly  o u r  e ffo r t  to  a s c e r ta in  v a lu e s . I t  
is tru e  th a t  w e  a re  su rro u n d e d  b y  in  
c re d ib le  e x a m p le s  o f  h u m a n  sh o r tc o m  
in g s . B u t  a re  th e s e  s h o r tc o m in g s  th e  
t r u th , o r  a re  th e y  rea lly  th e  s tru g g le  o f 
h u m a n  b e in g s  to  e sca p e  f r o m  th e  in e v it  
a b le  c h a lle n g e  o f  r e a lity ?  Is  th e  w o rs t 
th e  re a l?  T h e  id e a lis t  says n o ; th e  m a  
te r ia lis t  says m a y b e ; b u t  th e  m y stic  
lo o k s  s t ill  fu r th e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
fa c ts  o f  th e se  th in g s  an d  fit  th e m  to  
g e th e r .

I f  w e  a p p ro a ch  o u r  o w n  g e n e r a tio n  
d u r in g  th e  n e x t  te n  o r tw e n ty  years 
in  th e  w o r ld ’s h is to ry  f r o m  th e  sta n d  
p o in t o f  a b s o lu te  a n d  u t te r  re a lis m , w e 
a re  g o in g  to  h a v e  a v e ry  u n c o m fo r ta b le  
t im e . W e  w ill lo se  fa ith  in  o u rse lv es  
a n d  in  a lm o st  e v e r y th in g  e lse . W e  w ill 
f in d  th e  w o rld  ju s t  as c o rru p t  as w e e x  
p e ct  it  to  b e . W e  w ill f in d  th e  fu tu re  
ju s t  as la te n t  w ith  d is m a l p o rte n ts  as 
w e  e x p e c t  it  to  b e . W h a t  h a v e  w e 
g a in e d ?  W h a t  h a v e  w e  p ro v e d ?  O n ly  
th a t  w h ic h  w e  w e re  reso lv ed  to  p ro v e—  
n a m e ly , th a t  th in g s  a re  g o in g  f r o m  bad  
to  w o rse .

B u t  th in g s  h a v e  b e e n  g o in g  f r o m  bad  
to  w o rse  s in ce  th e  d a w n  o f  t im e . T h e  
e a r lie s t  m a n u sc r ip ts  th a t  w e  k n o w  a ssu re  
u s  th a t  th e  m a n  o f  tw o , th re e , f o u r , or 
f iv e  th o u sa n d  years a g o  w a s ju s t  as m e l 
a n c h o ly  o v e r  th e  fu tu r e  as w e  a re . T o  
d a y  w e  fin d  o n e  g ro u p  o f  th ese  h o a ry

a n c ie n ts  d e c la r in g  th a t  th ey  w ish , abo v e 
a ll e lse , th a t  th e  g o o d  o ld  t im e s  w ou ld  
c o m e  b a c k . W e  h a v e  b e e n  h u n t in g  fo r  
th e  g o o d  o ld  t im e s  s in ce  t im e  b e g a n .

T h e  seco n d  th in g  th a t  h a s  w o rried  
f if ty  c e n tu r ie s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  is th e  
fa c t  th a t  p re se n t t im e s  a re  e x tre m e ly  
d if f ic u lt , an d  p eo p le  n o  lo n g e r  h a v e  th e  
le isu re  a n d  p r iv ile g e  to  d o  th e  th in g s  
th e y  w o u ld  l ik e  to  d o . M e n  w e re  h o w l 
in g  th a t  d u r in g  th e  p er io d  o f  th e  S to n e  
A g e , a n d  th e y  h a v e  h o w le d  it e v e r  s in ce .

T h e  th ird  b u rd e n , th e  w a il o f  th e  last 
fiv e  th o u sa n d  y ea rs , is th a t  th e  y o u n g e r  
g e n e r a tio n  is  g o in g  s tr a ig h t  to  th e  d og s. 
W e  h a v e  a lw a y s b e e n  a fra id  o f  i t ,  an d  
i t  is as tru e  n o w  as it w a s th e n  th a t  o n e  
o f  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  sh o r te n s  th e  liv es 
o f  th e  o ld e r  g e n e r a tio n  is  w o rry  a n d  e x  
c ite m e n t  ov er th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a tio n . 
T h e  in d iv id u a l, s ta n d in g  in  a p a r t ic u la r  
p la ce  an d  v ie w in g  f r o m  th a t  p la ce  th e  
p ast, p re se n t, a n d  fu tu r e  in  th e  p ersp ec  
t iv e  o f  h is  o w n  ig n o ra n c e , c a n  c o m e  to  
o n ly  o n e  p a tte rn  o f  co n c lu s io n ,— th e  
g o o d  o ld  t im e s  a re  g o n e — th e  p re sen t 
t im e s  a re  im p o ss ib le — a n d  th e r e  is n o  
h o p e  fo r  th e  y o u n g e r g e n e r a tio n . T h a t  
is a p a tte rn  b e lo n g in g  to  a d e g re e  o f  
h u m a n  co n sc io u sn e ss , based  n o t u p o n  a 
u n iv e rsa l fa c t  b u t u p o n  a n  in d iv id u a l 
p e rsp e c tiv e . I t  is  o n e  o f  th e  te sts  w h ic h  
w e  c a n  a p p ly  to  o u rse lv e s  to  f in d  o u t  
w h e th e r  w e  h a v e  e x a m in e d  d eep ly  in to  
th e  v a lu e s  o f  l ife . I f  w e  h a v e , w e 
c a n n o t  c o m e  to  th o se  c o n c lu s io n s . T h e  
o n ly  h o p e , th e  o n ly  w ay  o f  escap e  fro m  
th e  su p e rf ic ia l, is b y  p e n e tr a t io n ; by  e x  
a m in in g  th in g s  fo r  th e ir  re a l c o n te n t  
an d  n o t f o r  th e ir  e x p e cte d  c o n te n t . I f  
w e  c h a n g e  th e  p re m ise  a n d  fo u n d a tio n  
o f  o u r  lo g ic  a n d  o u r  re a s o n in g , a n d  b e  
g in  to  se a rch  fo r  o rd e r  ra th e r  th a n  d is  
o rd e r , w e  b e g in  to  seek  b e a u ty  ra th e r  
th a n  d e fo rm ity . T h e  m o m e n t  w e b e  
g in  to  se a rc h  a w a y  fr o m  th e  o b v io u s 
a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  w h ic h  is  n o t o b v io u s 
w e sta rt  th e  p ro cess  o f  b e c o m in g  m y s 
t ic ;  fo r  in  d a ily  p ra c tic e  a m y s tic  is 
b a s ic a lly  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  b e lie v e s  th a t 
th e r e  is a g o o d n e ss , a r ig h tn e s s , a 
b e a u ty , a re a l i ty , a d iv in ity  a t  th e  ro o t 
o f  th in g s . A n d  b e c a u se  th e  u n iv e rse  is 
e ss e n tia lly  a d iv in e  c re a tio n  w e m u st  
s e a r c h  f r o m  th is  p re m ise  to  f in d  th e  d i-
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v in e  re a s o n  f o r  th in g s  as th e y  a re . N o w  
th is  d oes n o t n e ce ssa r ily  m e a n  th a t  
th in g s  are  th e  w ay  w e w a n t  th e m  to  b e , 
b u t th a t  th e y  a re  as th e y  sh o u ld  b e , th e  
b a s is  o f  th e ir  v a lu e  a n d  th e  b a s is  o f  
th e ir  p a tte rn  b e in g  n o t  o u r  d e s ire , b u t  
th e  d e cre e  o f  u n iv e rsa l L a w .

I t  is  v ery  in te r e s t in g  to  re a liz e  th a t 
th e  h u m a n  e g o  is  fo re v e r  r e b e llin g  
a g a in s t  th e  l im ita t io n s  im p o sed  b y  th e  
u n iv e rse  u p o n  h u m a n  a c t io n s . O u r  
id ea  o f  b e in g  f r e e  is  to  w a it  u n til n o  
o n e  is lo o k in g  a n d  th e n  d riv e  o u r  c a r  
acro ss th e  s tre e t  a g a in s t  th e  s ig n a l. In  
th a t  s im p le  a c t io n  w e h a v e  issu ed  o u r  
u lt im a tu m  a g a in s t  th e  re s tr a in t  im p o sed  
by  tra d it io n  a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e s . W e  
c re a te  la w s an d  th e n  sp en d  m o st o f  o u r 
t im e  d e c ry in g  th e  th in g s  w e h a v e  c re  
a te d . W e  k n o w  th a t  i t  is  n e ce ssa ry  to  
c u rb  o u rse lv e s  an d  o th e rs  f o r  a c o m m o n  
g o o d , b u t  w e  re s e n t th a t  c u r b in g . M a n  
is by  n a tu re  a re v o lu tio n is t , a n d  b e ca u se  
h e  c a n n o t  liv e  a n d  su rv iv e  in  a w o rld  
w h ic h  is  co n s is te n t  w ith  h is  im p u lse  h e  
c re a te s  a n  a r t if ic ia l  p a tte rn  o f  la w s a n d  
th e n  sp e n d s h is  l i f e  r e g r e tt in g  i t .  H e  
u ses ev e ry  in g e n io u s  d ev ice  to  b re a k  
th e se  la w s, a lw a y s  w ith  a  v ie w  o f  c r e a t  
in g  sp e c ia l p r iv ile g e s  f o r  h im s e lf , a n d  
m a k in g  la w s  a p p ly  m o re  to  o th e rs  an d  
less to  h im s e lf . T h i s  is  h is  w a y . A n d  
m o st o f  a ll h e  re s is ts  a n d  re se n ts  th e  fa c t  
th a t  h e  h a s  n o  p o w e r  to  re v ise  n a tu ra l 
la w s.

T h e r e  is  h a r d ly  a n y th in g  th a t  n a tu re  
h a s  re v e a le d  a s  a n  a b s o lu te  p a tte rn  
w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  h a s  n o t  tried  
d e sp e ra te ly  to  a lte r . H e  re se n ts  n a tu r e ’s 
la w s , an d  fu n c t io n s  w ith  th e  b e lie f  th a t  
i f  h e  b e co m e s  in g e n io u s  e n o u g h  h e  m a y  
b e  a b le  to  co rru p t  n a tu re  a n d  m a k e  it 
a s  f r a i l  a th in g  as m a n . H e  is  n e u ro tic  
b e ca u se  h e  c a n n o t  s to rm  th e  g a te s  o f  
H e a v e n . I t  is  h is  g r e a t  a m b it io n , h is  
e te rn a l f r u s tr a t io n .

T h i s  typ e o f  n e u ro s is  b r in g s  a b o u t th e  
in e v ita b le  d is in te g r a tio n  o f  th e  p e rso n  
a lity , w ith  m a n y  o f  th e  s y m p to m s  w h ic h  
w e  see in  th e  e g o tis ts  a ro u n d  u s. W e  
m u s t  re a liz e  th a t  n a tu ra l la w  is  n o t  g o  
in g  to  c h a n g e , an d  n o  h u m a n  b e in g  is 
e v e r  g o in g  to  b r e a k  it  v ery  c o n s is te n tly . 
T h e  e x p e r ie c e  w h ic h  w e  ca ll b r e a k in g  
th e  la w  is  re a lly  o u rse lv e s  b e in g  b ro k e n

by  th e  la w . T h e  d isa ste rs  f r o m  w h ic h  
w e  su ffe r  a re  th e  in d ic a tio n s  o f  law s 
b r e a k in g  u s , s in ce  la w s , b y  v ir tu e  o f  
th e ir  o w n  n a tu re s  a re  in d e s tr u c tib le ; 
a n y th in g  th a t  o p p o se s th e m  is  u tte r ly  
e x p e n d a b le  a n d  w ill b e  e x p e n d e d .

T h i s  is  a v ery  d if f ic u lt  w o rld  f o r  c e r  
ta in  c lasses o f  in d iv id u a ls , a n d  u n fo r  
tu n a te ly  o u r  o w n  p e o p le  in  th is  w e ste rn  
h e m is p h e re  a re  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  h a v e  
ta k e n  th e  w o rld  ser io u sly  an d  a re  v ery  
m u c h  p e r tu rb e d  b e ca u se  th e y  c a n n o t  
c h a n g e  i t  to  f it  th e ir  o w n  p u rp o se s . T h e  
f a c t  th a t  th e y  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  it  an d  
h a v e  to  o b e y  it  n o t o n ly  sp o ils  th e ir  
w h o le  d ay  b u t  sp o ils  th e ir  w h o le  l i f e  
t im e . I t  h a s  n e v e r  o c c u rre d  to  th e m  to  
try  th e  v ery  s im p le  p ro cess  o f  o b e d ie n c e , 
an d  th ro u g h  o b e d ie n ce  f in d  th e  f re e d o m  
th a t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  fo u n d  in  d is o b e d ie n ce .

T h e s e  sa m e  la w s w h ic h  a re  so h ard  
o n  u s b e ca u se  w e  d iso b e y , a re  g e n tle  
an d  w o n d e r fu l c o m p a n io n s  i f  w e  o b ey  
th e m . I t  is  o u r  o w n  d e c is io n  th a t  is  th e  
ro o t o f  o u r  t r o u b le . I t  is  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  k n o w le d g e , a m y s tic a l  e x p e r ie n c e , to  
d is co v e r  th e  tr u th  in  th in g s , th e  b e a u ty  
in  th in g s , a n d  th e  su p e rla tiv e  a n d  a b  
so lu te  w isd o m  o f  th in g s  as th e y  h a p p e n , 
w h e n  th e y  h a p p e n , in ste a d  o f  w o n d e r  
in g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  u n iv e rse  m a d e  
a m is ta k e .

M y s tic ism  co m e s  to  o u r  aid  e sp e c ia lly  
in  t im e s  su c h  a s  th e s e , w h e n  w e  a re  
p r iv ile g e d  to  e x p e r ie n c e  c h a n g e  an d  to  
re a liz e  th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  o u r  o w n  m e th  
o d s. T h i s  is  a m a g n if ic e n t  o p p o rtu n ity  
fo r  m ill io n s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  to  d is  
co v e r  th e  p e r fe c t  w o rk in g s  o f  th e  u n i 
v e rsa l la w . B e c a u s e  w e a re  m o re  s k ille d  
a n d  le a rn e d  th a n  in  th e  p a st, w e  see 
as n o  o th e r  g e n e r a tio n  h as  seen  th e  m a  
c h in e ry  o f  th e  in f in ite . D u r in g  th e  stress  
a n d  s tra in  o f  th e  la s t  s ix  m o n th s  o f  
th e  seco n d  W o r ld  W a r  w e  w e re  v ery  
co n sc io u s  o f  th e  n e ed  fo r  th e  fo u r  fre e -
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d o m s. W e  d re a m e d  o f  b u ild in g  th e  
w o rld  in to  o n e  g r e a t  c o m m o n w e a lth  o f  
p u rp o se , a n d  re a liz e d  th a t  co -o p e ra tio n  
a n d  n o t c o m p e tit io n  w a s  th e  l if e  o f  
tra d e . T h e s e  g r e a t  d isco v e r ie s  c a m e  to  
us in  m o m e n ts  o f  so rro w  a n d  p a in , 
w h e n  w e  tr ie d  to  p u t  in to  so m e  k in d  o f  
p ra c tic a l  te rm s  th e  p r in c ip le s  f o r  w h ic h  
w e  w e re  f ig h t in g .  T h o u s a n d s  w e n t  o u t 
to  d ie  f o r  p r in c ip le s , a n d  to  su sta in  
o th e rs  w h o  sta y e d  a t h o m e  to  e n fo rce  
th o se  p r in c ip le s ; b u t  n e ith e r  th o se  w h o  
d ied  to  p re se rv e , n o r  th o se  w h o  re  
m a in e d  h o m e  to  e n fo r c e , h a d  th e  s lig h t  
e st c o n c e p tio n  o f  th o se  p r in c ip le s . B u t  
th e  p a in  a n d  su ffe r in g  re s u ltin g  f ro m  
stress g a v e  u s th e  d e sire  fo r  so lu tio n  a n d  
th e  s tre n g th  a n d  c o u ra g e  to  p ro ce e d .

A p p a r e n tly  th e  im m in e n t  cr is is  is p a st, 
a n d  th e  w o rld , in c u ra b ly  la z y , is  o n  th e  
w ay  b a c k  to  its  u s u a l, b e tw e e n -w a r  
s lu m b e r . W e  a re  n o  lo n g e r  n e a r ly  so 
in te re s te d  in  g r e a t  so lu t io n s . O f  p r i 
m a ry  in te re s t  a t th e  m o m e n t  is o u r  d e  
s ire  to  se ll s o m e th in g  w e  h a v e  n o w , b e  
ca u se  it w o n ’t b e  w o r th  so  m u c h  n e x t 
w e e k . T h a t  th e  b u y e r  is  g o in g  to  lose  
b y  th e  t r a n s a c t io n  is  o f  n o  in te re s t  to  
u s . W e  a re  r ig h t  b a c k  in  th e  o ld  p a t 
te rn s  a g a in , b u t  n a tu re  p lay s a b e tte r  
g a m e  o f  ch e ss  th a n  m a n  d oes. W e  h av e  
h ad  sev era l m a g n if ic e n t  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  
g ro w  b u t  w e  h a v e  fo u g h t  g ro w th  to o th  
a n d  n a il . W e  a re  n o t g o in g  to  b e  a n y  
b e tte r  a n d  w e  a re  g o in g  to  le a v e  th e  
g r e a t  s a cr ifice  to  a g e s  y e t u n b o r n . W e  
w ill a lso  lea v e  th e m  a so lid  in d e b te d n e ss  
to  k e e p  th e ir  m in d s  o c cu p ie d  w h ile  th e y  
w o r k  o n  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  sa c r if ic e . 
W e  a re  g o in g  to  h a n d  p o ste r ity  a  m o r t  
g a g e d  p la n e t .

B e c a u s e  o f  o u r  fa ilu r e  to  le a rn  f r o m  
th e  f ir s t  w o rld  w a r , w e  b lu n d e re d  a n d  
s tu m b le d  in to  a se co n d  w o r ld  w a r , w ith  
a n  in te r lu d e  o f  w o rld  d e p re ss io n . S t i l l  
w e  w ill n o t le a rn , a n d  w e  b la m e  th e  
g o d s . W e  b la m e  o u tra g e o u s  p ro v id e n ce  
a n d  th e  p o li t ic ia n s ; th o se  o n  o n e  sid e o f  
th e  fe n c e  b la m e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  th o se  
o n  th e  o th e r  b la m e  la b o r . T h e  o n e s  w e 
d o  n o t  b la m e  a n d  w e  w ill n o t b la m e , 
a re  o u rse lv e s , re g a rd le ss  o f  th e  g ro u p  
to  w h ic h  w e  b e lo n g .

S o  w ith  n o  e n c o u ra g e m e n t a t a l l ;  
w ith o u t  e v e n  a s l ig h t  p u sh  in  t h a t  d ir e c  

t io n , w e  a re  a ll read y  to  c u r l u p  a n d  g o  
to  sleep  a g a in  u n t il  th e  n e x t  w a r . W e  
a r e  a ll rea d y  to  le t g ro w th  rest n o w  
w h ile  w e  re co u p  a n d  g e t th a t  n e w  w a sh  
in g  m a c h in e , n e w  ra d io , a n d  th e  re m o te  
c o n tro l h a ir  c u r l in g  iro n s . W e  a re  still 
su ffe r in g  f r o m  th e  o ld  d e lu s io n  th a t  th e  
m o re  w e  h a v e , th e  b e tte r  w e  a re — th a n  
w h ic h  th e r e  is n o  d e lu s io n  m o re  p ro  
fo u n d ly  stu p id — b e ca u se  a n  in d iv id u a l 
su rro u n d e d  w ith  e v e r y th in g  o n  e a r th  is 
s t ill  n o  b e tte r  th a n  th e  in te r n a l  id ea ls  
w h ic h  m o v e  h is  a c t io n s .

B u t  n a tu re  h a s  th e  w it  to  fo o l u s y et. 
Ju s t  a t  th e  t im e  w h e n  w e  a re  read y  to  
re t ire  a g a in  in to  th a t  c o m b in a t io n  o f  h i  
b e rn a tio n  a n d  c o m a  w h ic h  m a r k s  eras 
o f  p ro sp e r ity , N a tu r e  p e rm its  o u r  o w n  
se lfish  in g e n u ity  to  jo g  u s  o u t o f  o u r  
p e rsp e c tiv e  ru ts  a n d  re m in d  us fo rc ib ly  
th a t  n o th in g  h a s  b e e n  so lv ed . A lo n g  
c o m e s  th is  l i t t le  p ro b le m  o f  a to m ic s , 
a n d  a ll o f  a  su d d en  w e  r e a liz e  th a t  i f  
w e  d o  n o t w a k e  u p  n o w  o u r  s le e p  m a y  
b e  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  th a n  w e  h a d  o r ig in  
a lly  in te n d e d . T h i s  sp o ils  e v e r y th in g  fo r  
u s . W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h o  is  to  b la m e . 
O f  co u rse  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  p a rt  o f  it  is 
th a t  o n e  o f  o u r  k in d  d id  i t .  A s  w e  
e l im in a te  su p e rs tit io n a l o u tle ts  o n e  by  
o n e , w e  a re  m o re  a n d  m o re  fo rc e d  to  
re a liz e  th a t  th e r e  is  n o  o n e  le ft  to  b la m e  
e x ce p t o u rse lv e s , a n d  th a t  is a  b ru ta l 
m o m e n t . N o t  o n ly  a re  w e  in  g re a te r  
p e r il th a n  w e  w e re  d u r in g  th e  w a r , 
b u t it h a s  th a t  m a g n if ic e n t  e le m e n t  o f  
su sp en se  a b o u t it w h ic h  m a y  g o  o n  fo r  
a  th o u sa n d  y ea rs  w h ile  n o th in g  h a p p e n s . 
I t  is  ju s t  th a t  l i t t le  n u d g e  o f  c o n s ta n t  
u n c e r ta in ty  th a t  is  v ery  d if f ic u lt  o n  th e  
d is p o s it io n . W e  w ill n o t  ev e n  b e  a b le  
to  re la x  c o m p le te ly  a f te r  a to m ic  e n e rg y  
g iv e s  u s  a ll th e  th in g s  w e  w a n te d , fo r  
f r o m  th e  c o rn e r  o f  o u r  eye w e  ca n  still 
see th a t  b o m b , a n d  w e  a re  ju s t  as lik e ly  
as n o t to  be a fra id  th a t  o th e r  p eo p le  
m ig h t  u se i t  a s  d e s tru c tiv e ly  as w e  w o u ld  
u se  i t ,  g iv e n  th e  o p p o rtu n ity .

W e  a re  r ig h t  b a c k  a g a in  w h e r e  w e 
w e re  in  th e  f ir s t  p la ce  c h a lle n g e d  by  
n a tu r e  w ith  a  v e ry  s im p le  s ta te m e n t ; 
e ith e r  th in k  w e ll, o r  p e r is h . N a tu r e  w ill 
h a v e  its  w a y , a n d  th e r e  is n o th in g  w e 
c a n  d o  a b o u t it . E i t h e r  w e  m u st  so lv e  
th e  m y s te ry  o u rse lv e s , o r  n a tu r e  w ill
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ta k e  i t  o u t o f  o u r  h a n d s  a n d  so lv e  i t  fo r  
u s , in te re s te d  o n ly  in  th e  re le n tle ss  m o  
t io n  o f  g r o w th . T h in g s  m u st  g ro w  o r  
d ie . N a tu r e  h as  n o  p la ce  w h a tso e v e r  
f o r  th o se  w h o  w a n t  to  sit a ro u n d  a n d  
ta k e  th in g s  c o m fo r ta b ly . N a tu r e  is u r g  
in g  u s fo rw a rd  to  a d estin y  w o rth  w h ile , 
a n d  a cce p ts  n o th in g  fr o m  u s e x ce p t 
p ro g re ss . A n d  p ro g re ss  is  o n ly  o n e  
th in g — s o lu tio n . T h e r e  is  n o  p ro g re ss  
a p a r t  f r o m  so lu tio n .

I f  th is  b e  th e  w a y  it is a n d  o u r  p re s  
e n t  w in te r  sleep  is  g o n e , th e n  w e  m u s t  
fa c e  th is  n e w  c h a lle n g e  a n d  m e e t  i t .  S o , 
w e  lo o k  fo r  th e  in s tr u m e n ts  w ith  w h ic h  
to  m e e t  i t ,  a lw a y s h o p in g  th a t  w e  ca n  
f in d  th e  so lu tio n  o u ts id e  o f  o u rse lv es . 
W e  issu e  a n  u lt im a tu m  to  th e  e ffe c t  
th a t it  sh a ll b e  h ig h  tre a so n  fo r  an y  p er 
so n  o f  o u r  n a t io n  to  rev e a l th is  secret 
o f  th e  a to m ic  b o m b  to  a n y  o th e r  n a t io n . 
T h i s  is o b v io u sly  a n  u n so u n d  a n d  u se  
less id e a . Is  it  n o t p o ssib le  th a t o th e r  
n a t io n s  c a n  m a k e  th e  sa m e  d isco v e ry ?  
M o re  an d  m o re  w e  a re  su sp e c tin g  th a t  
w e  h av e  n o t  q u ite  re a c h e d  th e  a n s w e r . 
T h e r e  is  m u c h  m o re  to  i t ,  so  w e tu rn  
to  o u r  sm a ll w a y s . W e  c a n n o t  as p r i 
v a te  c i t iz e n s  g o v e rn  th e  u se o f  th is  in  
v e n tio n . W e  sh a ll h a v e  n o th in g  to  say 
a b o u t i t ,  b u t m u st liv e  u n d e r  its  th r e a t . 
T h e  q u e s t io n  is , a re  w e  g o in g  to  liv e  
w e ll in  sp ite  o f  i t ,  o r  b e ca u se  o f  i t ;  liv e  
w ith  ev en  g r e a te r  in te g r ity , w ith  g re a te r  
h o p e s , s t ro n g e r  c o n v ic t io n s , a n d  h ig h e r  
c o u ra g e  e v e n  th a n  b e fo r e ?  W e  m u st  
s t ill  b u ild  a n o b le  fu tu r e  f o r  o u rse lv e s  
a n d  o u r  w o r ld ; m u s t  d o  it h o n e s tly , 
b e a u tifu lly , a n d  g lo r io u s ly , w ith o u t  h y  
p o crisy , w ith o u t  co n s ta n tly  tu r n in g  o n e  
m e n ta l eye to  th e  sw o rd  o f  D a m o c le s ?  
O u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  m u st  g o  b e y o n d  th is ;  
w e  m u st b e  b ig g e r  th a n  th e  b o m b . W e  
m u st re a liz e  i ts  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th a t  p a t 
te r n , a n d  lo o k  a ro u n d  f o r  th e  s tre n g th , 
c o u ra g e , a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  to  m e e t th ese  
p ro b le m s. W e  lo o k  in  o u r c h u rc h e s , 
b u t it  is n o t th e r e . W e  e x a m in e  o u r  
e d u ca tio n a l c e n te r s ; i t  is  n o t  th e r e . W e  
lo o k  in  b u sin e ss  a n d  in d u s try . W e  lo o k  
in  o u r  b a n k  a c c o u n ts  a n d  th e y  d o  n o t 
lo o k  as se c u re  as o f  o ld . W h e n  o n e  o f  
th o se  th in g s  d ro p s o u t  o f  th e  sk y , or 
co m e s  u p  f r o m  b e lo w , h o w  m u c h  is  th e  
in d iv id u a l w o r th  w h o  h a s  a  m il l io n

d o lla rs  in  th e  b a n k ?  W h a t  w ill w e  b e  
w o r th  w h e n  w e s ta n d  a b s o lu te ly  a lo n e  
in  sp a c e ?  W h a t  w ill  w e  b e  w o rth  in  
th e  su p re m e  m o m e n t  w h e n  e v e r y th in g  
w e h a v e  cea ses  to  b e  o f  an y  im p o r ta n c e  
w h a tso e v e r?  I t  m e a n s  a c o m p le te  c h a n g e  
o f  v a lu es  f r o m  e x te r n a ls  to  in te r n a ls . 
E v e r y  ra c e  h a s  h a d  to  g o  th ro u g h  i t ;  
th e  s h if t  f r o m  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  w o rld  
to  th e  s tre n g th  o f  o u rse lv e s , a n d  t h a t  
s h ift  is m y s tic ism .

W e  m u s t  g a in  a n e w  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  
s t r e n g th  is in te r n a l ;  th a t  th e  o n ly  p lace  
w h e r e  w e  ca n  b u ild  a n y th in g  w h ic h  
c a n  su rv iv e  is w ith in  o u rse lv e s ; th a t  th e  
o n ly  h o p e  w e  h a v e  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  g o  
th r o u g h  th e  fu tu r e  u n to u c h e d  b y  f e a r  
is  th a t  th e  fe a r  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  sh a ll 
d ie  in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  a  g re a t  c o n v ic t io n . 
E d u c a tio n  a n d  re lig io n  m u s t  t u r n  to  th e  
b e s to w in g  o f  a c o n v ic t io n . W e  h a v e  
n o  h o p e  th a t  a n y  g re a t  le g is la tiv e  b o d y  
is  g o in g  to  le g is la te  m y s tic is m  as o u r  
w ay  o f  l ife . H o w e v e r , i f  h u m a n  b e in g s  
th e m se lv e s  d o  n o t o r g a n iz e  to  d e stro y  
th a t  h o p e ; i f  w e  w ill  ju s t  le t th e m  b e  
th e m se lv e s  to  so m e d e g r e e ; i f  w e  d o  n o t 
fo r c e  th e m  a w a y  fr o m  th e  l ig h t  th a t  is  
c o m in g  to  th e m ; i f  w e  w ill ju s t  b e a r  
w ith  th is  m o t io n  to w a rd  m y s tic is m  it  
w ill a r ise  w ith in  th e  p e o p le  th e m se lv e s . 
I t  w ill a r ise  w ith in  h u m a n  b e in g s  w h o  
h a v e  e x p e r ie n ce d  c e r ta in  th in g s .

W i t h i n  th e  la s t  fiv e  y e a rs  h a l f  o f  th e  
h u m a n  ra c e  h a s  b e c o m e  u tte r ly  d is il lu  
s io n e d  w ith  th e  g r e a t  s tru c tu re s  th a t  w e  
h av e  w o rs h ip p e d  f o r  a g e s ; s tru c tu re s  o f  
ty ra n n y  a n d  c o m p e t it io n , se lf ish n e ss  a n d  
a b u se  o f  p o w e r . T h e  w h o le  th in g  th a t  
w e  h a v e  b u ilt  fo r  a n d  to w a rd  h a s  c o l 
la p se d , b r in g in g  u n sp e a k a b le  a g o n y  to  
th e  h u m a n  ra c e . T h e y  c o u ld  n o t  o r g a n  
iz e  w ith in  th e m se lv e s  a n d  th e y  sa w  o n ly  
h a te  a n d  f e a r  a n d  so rro w . B u t  u p o n  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th is  g r e a t  p a in  
th r o u g h  w h ic h  o u r  w o rld  h a s  p assed  
c a n  b e  b u ilt  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  g r e a t  
e n o u g h  to  ca rry  th e  b u rd e n  o f  th e  fu  
tu re , a n d  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  h a v e  su f  
fe re d  so  m u c h  th e r e  a re  m a n y  w h o  h a v e  
fo u n d  in  th e  sp ir itu a l m y s te r ie s  o f  l i f e  
th e  o n ly  s tr e n g th , th e  o n ly  se c u rity  su f  
f ic ie n t  fo r  th e ir  n e e d s .

I  h a d  a  le t te r  n o t lo n g  a g o  f r o m  a  
y o u n g  m a n  in  th e  A i r  F o r c e . H e  w ro te
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a v ery  b e a u t ifu l  le tte r  a b o u t th e  n ig h t  
b e fo re  h is  f ir s t  f lig h t  o v e r  e n e m y  te r r i  
to ry . T h e  y o u n g  m a n , e d u ca te d  in  o u r  
w ay  o f  l if e ,  is a sp le n d id  e x a m p le  o f  
w h a t  w e w o u ld  te rm  th e  b e tte r  ty p e  o f  
A m e r ic a n  c it iz e n . H e  w as s ta tio n e d  
so m e w h e re  in  th e  tro p ic s , a n d  o n e  d ay  
w a s to ld  th a t  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  h e  w as 
to  ta k e  o ff  o n  a v e ry  d a n g e ro u s  m is s io n , 
( f r o m  w h ic h  I  a m  h a p p y  to  say  h e 
sa fe ly  r e tu r n e d )  so th a t  n ig h t  h e  w ro te  
a le tte r . H e  sa id , “ I ’m  s i t t in g  o u t u n d e r  
a c o c o n u t  tre e . I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t  lies  
a h e a d . I ’m  g o in g  o u t  a t  su n r is e . M a y  
be t h a t ’s th e  la s t  t im e  I ’ll e v e r  see  th e  
su n  c o m e  u p . I  d o n ’t u n d e rsta n d  an y  
p a rt  o f  it .  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  it  a ll 
m e a n s .” A n d  th is  is  im p o r ta n t . H e  
sa id , “ N o th in g  th a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  le a rn e d , 
h a s  f itte d  m e  to  m e e t th is  h o u r . I  a m  
e d u c a te d , b u t th is  e d u c a tio n  su p p lie s  m e  
n o th in g  a t  th is  m o m e n t , e x c e p t  th e  
p o w e r to  w r ite  th is  le tte r  to  te ll w h a t  
i t  h a s n ’t su p p lied  m e . I t  ta u g h t  m e  to 
read  a n d  w r ite , b u t i t  n e v e r  ta u g h t  m e 
w h a t  to  d o  in s id e  o f  m y s e lf. I t  n e v e r  
ta u g h t  m e  w h a t  I  sh o u ld  d o  on  w h a t  
m a y  be m y  la st d ay  o n  e a r th . I t  ta u g h t  
m e  h o w  to  f it  in to  a sy stem  th a t  w as 
to  g o  o n  fo re v e r  an d  ju s t  by  o n e  s im p le  
s e n te n c e , ‘Y o u  g o  o u t a t  d a w n ,’ th a t 
w h o le  sy stem  cea ses . T h e r e ’s ju s t  m e  
an d  th e  sk y  a n d  to m o rr o w  m o r n in g . 
W h y  w a sn ’t I  ta u g h t?  W h y  w a sn ’t I  
g iv e n  s o m e th in g  w ith  w h ic h  to  fa c e  
th is ?  H o w  c a n  I  c o n s id e r  a w o rld  to 
h a v e  e d u ca te d  m e , o r g iv e n  m e  a n y th in g  
w h e n  it  lea v es  m e  l ik e  th is  in  th e  f irst 
m o m e n t  o f  e m e rg e n c y  th a t  I ’ ve ev er 
k n o w n ? ”  T h e n  h e  th o u g h t  o f  so m e  
o th e r  th in g s . H e  s a id , “ Y o u  k n o w , I ’m  
n o t th e  o n ly  o n e  th a t  p ro b a b ly  fe e ls  th is  
w a y . E v e n  w a r  is  n o t th e  o n ly  th in g . 
T h o u s a n d s  d ie  o f  in d u s tr ia l  a cc id e n ts  
ev e ry  y e a r . E v e ry  in d iv id u a l m u s t  lea v e  
th is  w o rld  a t  so m e  t im e , e v e n  th o u g h  
I  m a y  g o  as th e  re s u lt  o f  a  m a c h in e  g u n , 
ev e ry  m a n  g o es  f r o m  s o m e th in g . A n d  
w h a t  h a s  o u r  w o rld  e v e r  g iv e n  u s to  
m a k e  sen se  o u t o f  th is ?  H o w  h a s  it  
e v e r  -solved  a n y  p ro b le m  th a t  w a s im  
p o r ta n t? ”

S o  h is  le tte r  w e n t  o n , a n d  th e n  h e  
sa id  g o o d b y  to  so m e  o f  h is  f r ie n d s . H e  
c a m e  th r o u g h . H e  w a s n ’t o n e  o f  th o se

w h o  p assed  o n , b u t h e w as o n e  o f  th o u  
sa n d s w h o  h a d  a lo n g  n ig h t  u n d e r  a 
p a lm  tre e , in  th a t  n ig h t  tr y in g  to  p u t 
to g e th e r  a w h o le  p a t te r n  o f  l i f e ;  tr y in g  
to  p ie ce  to g e th e r  th e  fr a g m e n ts  o f  a n  
id ea l th a t  n o  o n e  h a d  e v e r  ta u g h t  h im . 
H e  h a d  been  d e p riv e d  o f  h is  b ir th r ig h t  
as a h u m a n  b e in g , a n d  a sy stem  o f  l ife  
th a t  lea v es  th e  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  c o m  
p rise  it  in  su c h  a s ta te  o f  ig n o ra n c e  c a n  
n o t  e n d u r e . T h a t  is  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e  
tw e e n  m a te r ia lis m  an d  m y s tic is m . M a  
te r ia lis m  ta u g h t  h im  h o w  to  g e t a lo n g  
w ith  h is  k in d  in  a  g a m e  o f  in d u s try  
a n d  c o m p e t it io n . I t  n e v e r  ta u g h t  h im  
w h a t  to  d o  in  h is  la s t  m o m e n ts  o n  e a r th , 
b e ca u se  it  d id  n o t  k n o w . H e  w as o n e  
o f  m il l io n s  w h o  h a v e  p assed  th ro u g h  
th is  e x p e r ie n c e , an d  th e y  a re  n o t g o in g  
to  b e  w il l in g  to  f it  in to  a sy stem  w h ic h  
c a n n o t  a n s w e r  v ita l q u e s t io n s .

O u t  o f  th o se  w h o  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  
th e  co m p le te  fa ilu r e  o f  th e ir  w ay  o f  life  
c o m e s  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  a g re a t  m o tio n  
in  th e  f u tu r e ; a m o t io n  to w a rd  v a lu es . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  th o se  w h o  a re  a t h o m e  
a re  n o t g o in g  to  su sta in  th e m , b e ca u se  
th ey  h a v e  n o t  h a d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e , an d  
m y s tic is m  is  a n  e x p e r ie n c e . A n d  a  m y s  
tic  is  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  h a s  e x p e r ie n c e . 
S o  th o se  m e n  a re  c o m in g  b a c k  to  be 
m is u n d e rs to o d . T h e y  a re  c o m in g  b a c k  
to  b e  re g a rd e d  as m e n ta lly  u n so u n d  
fr o m  s h o c k  a n d  stress, w h e n  so m e  o f  
th e m  a re  p ro b a b ly  th e  sa n e st m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  h u m a n  fa m ily . T h e y  a re  th e  
o n e s  w h o  h a v e  re a liz e d  th a t  th e ir  w ay 
o f  l if e  fa ile d  th e m . T h e r e fo r e  so m e  
th in g  m u st  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  it .

I t  is  n o  lo n g e r  e n o u g h  to  e q u ip  o th ers  
to  g o  o u t a n d  sta n d  th e  stress. T h e  
stre ss  is  c o m in g  h o m e  to  u s a n d  w e  
m u st  so lv e  it  w ith  a  s p ir itu a l ca p a c ity  
f o r  so lu t io n . R e lig io n  m u st  m e e t  th is  
c h a lle n g e . B u t  e v e n  r e lig io n  c a n  serv e 
o n ly  as a m e a n s  to w a rd  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e  
h u m a n  b e in g  so lv es e v e r y th in g  fo r  h im  
se lf  by  so lv in g  o n e  th in g . P la to  k n e w  
th a t , a n d  th a t  is w h y  h e  so lv ed  th a t  o n e  
th in g  f ir s t . T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  id e a lis t ic  
p h ilo so p h y ; th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a ll th a t  is 
b e tte r  in  m a n , in  u n d e r s ta n d in g  an d  
w is d o m , is  to  sen se , p e rh a p s  d im ly , b u t 
n e v e rth e le ss  to  se n se  in  so m e  m e a s u r e  
th e  m a g n if ic e n t  in te g r ity  w h ic h  lie s  a t
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th e  ro o t o f  th e  w o rld . T h e  b e g in n in g  
o f  o u r  w h o le  w ay  o f  l if e  is to  k n o w  
th a t  a su p re m e  p o w e r is  r u lin g  all 
th in g s ; to  k n o w  th a t  th a t  su p re m e  
p o w e r  is n e v e r  w ro n g , an d  th a t  it  is 
s t r u g g lin g  e te rn a lly  to w a rd  th e  p e r fe c  
t io n  o f  a ll c re a tu re s  th a t  e x is t  w ith in  it 
a n d  w e re  c re a te d  by i t .  T h e  u n iv e rse  
h a s  n e v e r  fo r  an  in s ta n t  fa ile d , b u t  m a n  
h a s  fa ile d  th e  u n iv e rse , an d  h is  a d ju s t  
m e n t  m u s t  c o m e  i f  h e  is  to  b r in g  h is  
w o rld  b a c k  in to  its  n a tu ra l p ro p o r tio n .

T h e  so rro w s w h ic h  m a n  su ffe rs  a re  
n o t  fro m  th e  g o d s , b u t f r o m  h im s e lf . 
H e  b la m e s  th e m  on P ro v id e n c e , b u t h e  
is  th e  o n e  w h o  is g u ilty . T h e  u n iv e rse  
is a ll-w ise , a ll-b e a u tifu l a n d  a ll-g o o d . 
T h a t  w h ic h  o c cu rs  is g o o d , a n d  th a t 
w h ic h  is  n e ce ssa ry  w ill o c c u r  in  o rd e r  
th a t  g o o d  m a y  f in a lly  be p e r fe c tly  m a n i  
fe s te d . I t  is  n o th in g  u n til th e  in d iv id u a l 
h a s  e x p e r ie n ce d  i t , a n d  w h e n  h e  does 
e x p e r ie n c e  it  h e  u n d e rsta n d s  th e  m e a n  
in g  o f  th e  m y stica l d iv in ity . H e  re a l 
iz e s  by  a g e n tle  in w a rd  s e a r c h in g  in to  
th e  v a lu e s  o f  th in g s  th a t  h is  n e e d  is th e  
q u ie t  an d  c a lm  o f  a n  a b s o lu te  a n d  e te r  
n a l sp ir itu a l in te g r ity . W i t h in  h im s e lf  
th e re  d w e lls  a s i le n t , im p e r tu rb a b le  c a lm ; 
a n  a b s o lu te  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  
s c r ip tu ra l a d m o n it io n , “ B e  still a n d  
k n o w  th a t  I  a m  G o d .”  T h a t  is  m y s -*  
t ic is m . “ B e  still  an d  k n o w  th a t  I  a m  
G o d .”  W h e r e v e r  w e  g o  a n d  w h a te v e r  
w e  d o , w h a te v e r  h a p p e n s , w e  a re  s ta n d  
in g  e te rn a lly  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a n  o m  
n ip o te n t  d iv in ity . W h e th e r  w e  re g a rd  
th is  d iv in ity  as p e rso n a l o r  im p e rso n a l 
is o f  se c o n d a ry  im p o r ta n c e ; w h a te v e r  it 
m a y  b e  it  is  a b s o lu te  in te g r ity , u n  
c h a n g e a b le  an d  e te r n a l. I n  th e  p re se n ce  
o f  th a t  is  o u r  se c u rity .

W e  a re  n o t h e re  to  c re a te  sy stem s o f 
p h ilo so p h y . W e  a re  h e re  to  rev ea l th a t 
w h ic h  e te rn a lly  is . W e  a re  n o t  h e re  to  - 
c re a te  re lig io n s . W e  a re  n o t  h e re  to  

• create  a n y th in g . W e  a r e  h e re  to  d is- 
* co v e r , a n d  th r o u g h  d isco v ery  to  re lea se  

in to  u tility  th e  e te rn a ls  th a t  a re  e v e r  
p re se n t a b o u t u s . W e  a re  h e re  to d is  
co v e r  th e  e te rn a l w ay  a n d  ob ey  i t , an d  
th a t  w e  m u s t  d o  o r  w e  d ie . W e  ca n  
d o  a s  d id  C a n u te  th e  D a n e .  H e  to o k  
h is  th r o n e  o u t by  th e  sh o re s  o f  th e  sea  
to  p ro v e  th a t  m a n  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  th e

tid e s . A n d , th o u g h  h e  w a s  a g r e a t  
k in g , th e  tid es  ro lled  in .

W e  ca n  n e v e r  c h a n g e  th e  la w s o f  l ife , 
b u t w e ca n  co m e  to  lo v e , h o n o r  an d  
serv e th e m  so  p e r fe c tly  th a t  e a c h  o f  
th e m  b e co m e s  a ra d ia n t  so u rc e  o f  se c u r 
ity  f o r  u s , a n d  in s te a d  o f  b e in g  p la g u e d  
by th e  in e v ita b le  w e w ill c o m e  to  r e jo ic e  
in  it  a n d  fin d  its  o w n  su re  s tre n g th  in  
t im e  o f  tro u b le .

W e  a re  h e re  to  d isco v e r  th e  w ay  o f  
l if e ,  b u t w h e re  sh a ll w e d isco v e r  i t?  W e  
c a n  n e v e r  re a d  i t  o u t  o f  a b o o k . W e  
c a n  n e v e r  h a v e  it  w h isp e re d  in to  o u r  
e a r  by  a n o th e r  m a n . W e  ca n  n e v e r  
h a v e  it  ta u g h t  to  us in  a c la ss ro o m . 
W e  ca n  b e  ta u g h t  h o w  to  u se i t ,  b u t to 
d isco v e r  it  w e  m u st  se a rch  a lo n e . *  
T h e r e  is  o n ly  o n e  w ay  in  w h ic h  w e  ca n  
e v e r  d isco v e r  th e  t r u th . W e  m u s t  e a c h  
p e r fo rm  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  d isco v ery  
o f  tr u th  fo r  o u rse lv e s . T h e r e  is n o  w a y  
in  w h ic h  a n y  m e th o d  o f  sp e c ia l p r iv i  
leg es  can  ea se  th a t  lo t . W e  m u s t  e a c h  
f in d  w isd o m  f o r  o u rse lv e s , e v e n  as e a c h  
o f  u s m u st  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  m y s te ry  o f 
d e a th  fo r  o u rse lv es . T h e r e  a re  th in g s  
w e c a n n o t  sh a re . O n e  o f  th o se  th in g s  
is th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  se a rc h  fo r  th e  
re a l. O th e r s  c a n  be u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  
g e n tle  a n d  g ra c io u s , b u t  w e  m u st  m a k e  • 
th e  a c tu a l d isco v ery  o u rse lv e s . I t  is n o t 
s o m e th in g  th a t  ca n  be p u t in to  w o rd s.
I t  is a n  e x p e r ie n c e ; a n  in te rn a l r e c o g n i 
t io n  o f  a s u b lim e  r ig h tn e s s  by  w h ic h  
all u n fa ir n e s s  ceases, a n d  e v e r y th in g  th a t  
d oes n o t  a p p e a r  to  b e  g o o d  b e co m e s  a 
p a r t  o f  a la r g e r  a n d  a ll-e n c lo s in g  g o o d  
n ess.

H a v in g  d isco v e re d  th is  in te rn a l s e c u r  
ity , th e  in d iv id u a l is  n o  lo n g e r  a se rv a n t 
o f  l ife  o r  d e a th . H e  is n o  lo n g e r  d e  
s tr u c t ib le , b e ca u se  h e  n o  lo n g e r  fe a rs  
d e s tru c t io n . H e  is n o  lo n g e r  ca p a b le  o f 
loss, b e ca u se  h e  h a s  o rg a n iz e d  h is  v a lu e s  
so co m p le te ly  th a t h e k n o w s  h e  c a n  
n e v e r  p ossess a n y th in g  b u t h im s e lf . H e  
is  n o  lo n g e r  c a p a b le  o f  an y  o f  th o se  in  
o rd in a te  a t ta c h m e n ts  by  w h ic h  p a in  in  
e v ita b ly  re s u lts , an d  y e t h e h a s  n o t  ca st  
o ff th e se  th in g s  n o r  b e c o m e  co ld  a n d  
h a r d e n e d , d is ta n t  an d  d e ta c h e d . H e  is 
n o  lo n g e r  b e tte r  th a n  h is  w o r ld , n o r  
a p a r t  f r o m  i t .  H e  h a s  n o t  g a in e d  h is  
se c u r ity  by lo s in g  to u c h  w ith  h u m a n  l ife
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o r  h u m a n  th o u g h t . H e  h a s  fo u n d  se cu  
r ity  by  g o in g  so  d eep ly  in to  th e  so u rce  
o f  th in g s  th a t  h e  h a s  d isco v ered  b e a u ty  
n o t  o n ly  in  h is  fr ie n d  b u t a lso  in  h is  
e n e m y , a n d  h a s  fo u n d  th a t  w h e re a s  b e  
fo r e  h e  h ad  fr ie n d s , th e re  n o w  c a n  be 
n o  s tra n g e rs . T h e  re a so n  w e  ta lk  a b o u t 
it a n d  d o  n o th in g  is b e ca u se  w e  h av e  
n e v e r  re a liz e d  it  is  a n  e x p e re in c e  w ith in  
o u rse lv es .

S c ie n c e , c o m in g  d o w n  o n  u s  w ith  a 
v ery  so b e r  fa c e , w ill s a y : “ H o w  d o  you  
k n o w  w h a t  y o u ’ve e x p e r ie n c e d ?  P e r  
h a p s  th is  th in g  you  ca ll  a m y s tica l e x  
p e r ie n c e  is o n ly  a h ig h ly  p sy ch ic  s ta te  
o f  su s c e p tib il ity .”  T h e  a n s w e r  th e  m y s  
t ic  m u st  g iv e  is o n e  w h ic h  u n fo r tu n a te ly  
th e  sc ie n tis t  w ill n e v e r  a c c e p t , a n d  c a n  
n o t  a c c e p t  u n til  h e  h im s e lf  g a in s  th e  
sa m e  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .

I  sh a ll n e v e r  fo r g e t  t a lk in g  to  o n e  o f  
o u r  b io lo g is ts  w h o  w as d is c u ss in g  th is  
v ery  s u b je c t , a n d  h e  s a id : “ Y o u  k n o w , 
i t ’s a  s tra n g e  t h in g .  I ’d g iv e  a lm o st  
a n y th in g  I  k n o w  to  h a v e  t h a t  m y stica l 
e x p e r ie n c e , b e ca u se  I ’d l ik e  to  a n a ly z e  
i t  a n d  f in d  o u t w h a t  i t  is .”  B y  th a t  
v ery  a tt itu d e  h e  w ill  n o t h a v e  th e  e x  
p e r ie n c e . I t  is n o t  s o m e th in g  th a t  ca n  
b e  p ro v ed  o n  p a p e r , b e ca u se  i t  co m e s  as 
a p e c u lia r ly  in t im a te , p e rso n a l th in g . 
T h e  o n ly  th in g  w e  ca n  d o  to  h e lp  a n  
o th e r  is to  try  to  e n c o u ra g e  h im  to  h a v e  

■ su c h  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  h im s e lf . W e  can  
.n e v e r  sh a re  o u rs  w ith  h im . B u t  w h e n  

th e  in d iv id u a l e x p e r ie n c e s  it h e  f in d s  
.  su d d e n ly  th a t  ch a o s  b e co m e s  co sm o s, 

a n d  f o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  in  h is  life  h e  is 
e x is t in g  in  a u n iv e rse  t h a t  is  in  o rd er . 
H e  e x p e r ie n ce s  th e  su d d e n  in te rn a l b les 
s in g  o f  a b s o lu te  c a lm n e ss , a b so lu te  
p e a c e , a b s o lu te  k n o w in g ; th e  m y stica l 
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  b e in g  o n e  w ith  th e  h e a rt  
o f  th e  w o rld  an d  o f  k n o w in g  th a t  h e a rt  
to  b e  g o o d .

W h e n  th a t  e x p e r ie n c e  co m p s , th e n  
m o s t  o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  w e a sk  a re  a n  
sw ere d  in s ta n tly . W e  p e rce iv e  c le a r ly  
th a t  m a n  h im s e lf  is  th e  s im p le  ca u se  o f  
h is  o w n  d isa ste r , b u t t h a t  in  e a ch  d is 
a s te r  lie s  th e  im p u lse  to w a rd  th e  p u re , 
a n d  m a n  is  g r o w in g  th ro u g h  th is  e x -  
p e r ie n ce e  b e ca u se  it  is  th e  o n ly  w a y  h e 
ca n  g r o w . T h e  p ro b le m s  o f  l if e ,  d e a th , 
su ccess , a n d  fa i lu r e , a ll se tt le  b a c k  in to

th e ir  p ro p e r  p la n e s  o f  p e rsp e c tiv e , a n d  
th e  u n iv e rse  e m e rg e s  w ith  its  fu l l  p o  
te n tia ls . T h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith in  th e  in  
d iv id u a l im m e d ia te ly  b e co m e s  th e  basis 
o f  o u te r  a c t io n s . A ll  o f  o u r  o u te r  a c t io n  
is m e a su re d  a c c o rd in g  to  o u r  in n e r  c o n  
v ic t io n . T h e  o u te r  p a r t  o f  o u r  w o rld  
w ill n e v e r  c h a n g e  u n t il  th e  in n e r  p a rt  
c h a n g e s . T h e  e m p ir e  o f  th e  w ise  w ill 
c o m e  o n ly  w h e n  h u m a n  b e in g s  th e m  
se lv es re le a se  th is  e x p e r ie n c e . T h is  m y s  
t ic a l a p p e r c e p tio n  o f  p o w e r  is th e  o n ly  
a n s w e r  to  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  s o m e th in g  
th a t  c a n  d estro y  o u r  p h y s ica l w ay  o f  
l if e .

B u t  d e s tru c tio n  is su c h  a cu rio u s ly  
re la tiv e  te r m . N o th in g  c a n  be d estro y ed  
w h ic h  is  n o t  b y  n a tu re  d e s tru c t ib le , an d  
n o th in g  th a t  is by  n a tu re  d e s tru c tib le  
c a n  b e  p re se rv e d . A  f r ie n d  o f  m in e  
c a m e  w a ilin g  o n e  d ay . H e  sa id , “ O h , 
th e  m o s t  h o r r ib le  th in g  h a s  h a p p e n e d . 
T h e y  h a v e  b o m b e d  G r a y ’s I n n ,  in  L o n  
d o n . T h e y  d estro y ed  th e  tw e n ty -n in e  
th o u sa n d  v o lu m e s  w h ic h  c o n s t itu te  th e  
g r e a t  l ib ra r y  o f  B r i t is h  L a w ; th e  l ib r a r y  
th a t  w a s f ir s t  g a th e re d  a n d  a sse m b le d  
w ith  lo v in g  c a re  f o r  th e  g re a t  le g is la to r , 
F r a n c is  L o r d  B a c o n . A  p r ic e le s s  tre a  
su re  d estro y ed  b y  th e  v a n d a lism  o f  

m a n .”  T h a t  is  t r u e . B u t  w h e r e in  lay  
th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  th o se  b o o k s ?  W h e r e in  
la y  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  th e  a r t  a n d  l ite r a  
tu re , th e  g r e a t  b u ild in g s , th e  g r e a t  p a in t  
in g s , th e  g r e a t  c a th e d ra ls  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  
d e stro y e d  b y  th is  w a r ?  H o w  a re  w e  
g o in g  to  f it  a ll  th is  d e s tru c t io n  in to  a 
g r e a t  s c h e m e ?  A n d  y e t, w h a t  h a v e  w e 
a m o n g  a ll th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  N a tu r e  
w ill n o t  so m e d ay  c la im  fo r  h e r  o w n ?  
W h a t  h a v e  w e  th e r e  th a t  t id a l w a v es, 
o r  e a r th q u a k e s , o r g r e a t  f ire s  w ill n o t 
u lt im a te ly  c o n s u m e ?  W h a t  c a n  m a n  
b u ild  in  th is  im p e r m a n e n t  sp h ere  th a t 
h a s  a b o u t i t  e v e n  th e  sh a d o w  o f  p er 
m a n e n c e ?  I t  is  o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  h o w  
so on  th ese  th in g s  w o u ld  g o . T h e  b o o k s 
m ig h t  h a v e  la s te d  a n o th e r  th o u sa n d  
y ea rs  h ad  m a n  n o t b o m b e d  th e m  o u t 
o f  e x is te n c e , b u t th ey  w o u ld  h av e  g o n e  
so m e tim e . T h e  p a g e s  w o u ld  h a v e  e v e n  
tu a lly  ro tte d  in  th e ir  fra m e s . I n  fa c t ,  
th is  w h o le  g lo b e  w ith  a ll its  in h a b ita n ts  
is  l ik e  a n  u n su b s ta n tia l  fa b r ic .  N o th in g  
is  p e r m a n e n t .
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B u t  th e r e  is s o m e th in g  th a t  is  im p o r  
ta n t .  I t  is th a t  th in g  w ith in  th e  c o n  
sc io u sn ess  o f  m a n  w h ic h  c re a te s  b o o k s , 
s ta tu a ry , p a in t in g s . T h e  w ill  to  p a in t  
g o e s  o n  fo re v e r , w h e n  a ll th e  p a in t in g s  
p e r is h . T h e  w ill to  w r ite  b o o k s  fo r  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  m e n  g o e s  o n  fo re v e r , w h e n  
a ll th e  b o o k s  sh a ll p e r is h . T h e  g re a t 
p e r m a n e n c e  o f  a r t  is  n o t  in  th e  p ic tu re s , 
b u t  in  a g r e a t  s p ir itu a l p o w e r  w ith in  
m a n  h im s e lf  th a t  ca n  p a in t  th e  d e s ig n s  
u n t il  th e  en d  o f  t im e . A r t ,  b o o k s , 
m u s ic — a ll th e se  th in g s  a re  in d e s tru c t  
ib le  o n ly  w ith in  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  
d re a m s . T h e  m o m e n t  w e  re le a se  th e m  
in to  fo rm  w e d o o m  th e m  to  d e a th , fo r  
fo rm s  w ill n e v e r  c h a n g e ; o n ly  th e  f a c t  
re m a in s . T h e  g re a tn e s s  o f  c iv i liz a t io n  
is n o t  in  its  b o o k s  a n d  its  p a in t in g s  b u t  
in  th e  p o w e r  to  p ro d u c e  a n d  re lease  
th e m  th o u g h  th e y  b e  d e stro y e d  a m il  
l io n  t im e s , w ith  th e  p o w e r to  re lease  
th e m  a lw a y s  a l it t le  n o b le r  th a n  b e fo re . 
T h a t  is  p ro g re ss . T h a t  is th e  in d e s tru c t  
ib le  th in g . I t  is th e r e fo re  n o t t h a t  w e 
sh a ll w e e p  fo r  th e  b r o k e n  s ta tu e s , b u t 
ra th e r  th a t  w e sh a ll g iv e  all th a t  w e  c a n  
to  th e  p ro m o tio n  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th a t  
g r e a t  d re a m  o f  a r t  w ith in  th e  h u m a n  
sou l.

W h y  sh o u ld  w e  w r in g  o u r  h a n d s  an d  
w eep  b e ca u se  p a in t in g s  a re  d e stro y e d , 
w h e n  w e  o u rse lv e s  h a v e  p e r m itte d  th e  
a r t is ts  to  s ta rv e  to  d e a th ?  W e  th in k  n o th  
in g  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  w e sto p p ed  a  g re a t  
ca re e r  l ik e  t h a t  o f  F r a n z  S c h u b e r t  in  h is 
th ir t ie s  f o r  la c k  o f  th e  p h y s ica l n e ce ss i 
t ie s  o f  l if e ,  b u t  w e  a re  h e a r t-b ro k e n  i f  
o n e  o f  h is  su rv iv in g  sco re s  is  b u rn e d . 
W e  b u ild  m o n u m e n ts  to  th e  m e n  w h o  
h a v e  sta rv e d  a n d  b e e n  p e rse cu te d  a n d  
fo r g o tte n , a n d  th e n  w e e p  b e ca u se  o th e r  
m e n  te a r  d o w n  th o se  m o n u m e n ts . L e t  
u s n o t w e e p  f o r  th e  tre a su re s  th a t  a re  
g o n e ; le t  u s r a th e r  b u ild  in to  m a n  th e  
p o w e r  to  c re a te  tre a su re s  to  th e  e n d  o f  
t im e , fo r  th e  p o w e r to  c re a te  is  G o d  
in  m a n . A s  w e  re le a se  m o re  o f  th e  
C r e a to r  f r o m  w ith in , a n d  s t ir  u p  less  o f  
th e  d e s tro y e r  f r o m  w ith o u t , w e  w ill 
h a v e  th e  ty p e  o f  w o rld  w e  d re a m  o f ;  
th e  w o rld  e n r ic h e d  b y  th in g s  t h a t  a re  
b e a u t ifu l .

T h e  b u ild in g  u p  o f  th e  in te r n a l  m a n  
to w a rd  th e  re le a se  o f  b e a u ty , o f  t ru th ,

o f  p e a ce , a n d  o f  b r o th e r h o o d  a re  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ic h  w e  sh o u ld  seek  fo r  
a n d  re w a rd . T h e s e  a re  th e  v ir tu e s  
w h ic h  e d u c a tio n  s h o u ld  e m p h a s iz e . 
E d u c a tio n  c a n n o t  ta k e  u s in to  th e  
p ro m ise d  la n d , b u t it  c a n  le a d  th e  w a y  
an d  p re p a re  e a c h  in d iv id u a l fo r  th a t  la s t  
g re a t  a d v e n tu r e  h e  m u st m a k e  h im s e lf , 
th e  a d v e n tu r e  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss . E d u  
c a t io n  ca n  b u ild  th e  m in d , sc ie n ce  c a n  
p e r fe c t  th e  b o d y , th e  a rts  c a n  p u r ify  th e  
e m o tio n s , a n d  a ll th e se  a re  th e  h a n d  
m a id e n s  o f  a g r e a t  p u rp o se . F o r  w h e n  
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  h a s  re c e iv e d  a ll th a t  
th e  w o rld  c a n  g iv e  h im  h e  s ta n d s a t  th e  
th re sh o ld  o f  h im s e lf .

U p  to  th a t  t im e  w e  a re  m e re ly  a 
h ig h ly  se n s itiv e  g ro u p  o f  m a m m a ls . W e  
a re  b ip e d s , it  is tru e . P la to  says m a n  is 
a  b ip e d  w ith o u t  fe a th e r s , h a v in g  b ro a d  
n a ils . T h a t  is  a p p r o x im a te ly  th e  s u b  
s ta n c e  o f  i t .  M a n  is  a n  a n im a l, t r u ly  
a  m o re  d e stru c tiv e  a n im a l t h a n  th e  
o th e rs  a n d  c la im in g  so m e  e x c e lle n c e  in  
t h a t  d ir e c tio n . H e  is a n  a n im a l u n t il  
th e  p e rso n a lity  is u n ite d  b y  c o n sc io u s  
e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  th e  so u l f lo w e r  w ith in . 
A t  th a t  in s ta n t  th e  c re a tu re  b e co m e s  a 
m a n . A t  th a t  m o m e n t  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  
e m e rg e s  c re a te d  in  th e  l ik e n e ss  o f  h is  
o w n  F a t h e r .  H e  is  th e  se lf-m o v e r , a n d  
l ik e  u n to  th e  g o d s. H e  is  th e  h e ro . H e  
b e lo n g s  to  th e  e s ta te  o f  d iv in ity — b e  
ca u se  h e  is  m o v e d  by d iv in e  p o w e rs . 
W e  h av e  lo n g  th o u g h t  o f  th is  as a 
s u p e rs tit io n . B u t  th is  g r e a t  e m e rg e n c y  
in  w h ic h  w e  f in d  o u rse lv e s  fo rc e s  h o m e , 
as n e v e r  b e fo re , th e  n e ed  f o r  m a n ’s in  
te rn a l l ife . U p o n  a g r e a t  in te rn a l id e a l 
w e c a n  b u ild  sa fe ly  to w a rd  th e  fu tu r e , 
s to r in g  u p  o u r  tre a su re s  w h e re  n e ith e r  
th ie v e s , n o r  ro b b e rs , n o r  ev en  a to m ic  
b o m b s , c a n  stea l aw ay  o u r  g o o d s .

I t  is a  m a tte r  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  th a t  m y s  
t ic is m  is  n e x t .  H a v in g  g o n e  as fa r  as 
w e co u ld  a n d  fu r th e r  th a n  w e  d a re d  
w ith  th o se  th in g s  o u ts id e  o u rse lv e s  w e  
m u s t  f in a lly  se e k  fo r  c o n tr o l, f o r  d ir e c  
t io n , f o r  th e  s tre n g th  a n d  in n e r  c o u ra g e  
w ith  w h ic h  to  m a k e  th e  w o rld  r ig h t  a n d  
m a k e  o u rse lv e s  r ig h t .  T h i s  c o n v ic t io n  
is  tru e  m y s tic is m , a n d  th e r e  is  n o  m o re  
p ra c tic a l  re lig io n  o r  p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  
w o rld  to d a y .
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A Department of Questions and Answers

0 :  It is noticeable that an increasing 
number of people are wearing glasses. 
Is it true that tension from fear and 
worry is the main cause of the failure 
of eyesight?

A : W h i le  it  is  tru e  t h a t  m u c h  eye 
tro u b le  c a n  be tra ce d  to  p sy ch o so m a tic  
o r ig in s , th e  s u b je c t  is  fa r  la rg e r  th a n  
th e  p re se n t c r is is  in  o u r w ay  o f  l iv in g . 
I n  o rd e r  to  a p p re c ia te  th e  p a rticu la rs  
o f  a p ro b le m  w e  m u s t  se a rc h  in to  th e 
p h ilo so p h ic a l g e n e ra ls  o r  p r in c ip le s  fro m  
w h ic h  th ese  p a r t ic u la rs  a re  su sp en d ed .

W e  le a rn  f r o m  th e  e so te ric  p h ilo s  
o p h ie s  th a t  s ig h t  is  th e  m o st re c e n tly  
a cq u ire d  h u m a n  fa c u lty . I t  is a sp e c ia l 
iz a t io n  o f  th e  p o w e r o f  c o g n iz a n c e  
w h ic h  in  th e  h u m a n  b o d y  is sea ted  in  
th e  p in e a l g la n d . T h e  o p tic  n e rv e  is 
a n  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  w ill  to  see , a n d  p re  
su p p o ses  th e  e x is te n c e  a n d  re a lity  o f  a n  
e x te r n a l w o rld  c o n ta in in g  o b je c ts  w h ic h  
it  is n e cessa ry  o r  d e s ira b le  to  see . T h e  
s ig h t  fa c u lty , th e r e fo r e , d ev elo p s in  ra tio  
to  o u r  a c ce p ta n ce  o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  
e x te rn a ls . T h e r e  is  n o  fa c u lty  w h ic h  
h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  m o re  to  th e  p sy ch o sis  o f  
m a te r ia l is m  th a n  th e  fa c u lty  o f  s ig h t. 
I t  is a fu n d a m e n ta l  c o n v ic t io n  o f  m a n  
th a t  th in g s  seen  a re  re a l, an d  th a t th e re  
is  n o  re a so n a b le  w ay  o f  e v a d in g  th e  im  
p lic a tio n s  o f  p e rso n s, o b je c ts , an d  co n d i 
t io n s  w h ic h  m a y  be seen  e ith e r  in  th e ir  
su b s ta n ce s  o r  th e ir  e x te n s io n s .

M a n  d iffe rs  f ro m  th e  a n im a l in  tw o  
im p o r ta n t  o p tic a l p a r t ic u la rs . S o  fa r  as 
w e  k n o w  all a n im a ls  a re  c o lo r -b lin d , 
a n d  see th e  w o rld  m u c h  as w e see a 
b la ck  an d  w h ite  m o tio n  p ic tu re  th a t  is 
in  m o n o to n e . B u t  w e  a re  n o t e n tire ly  
c e r ta in  as to  w h a t  c o lo r  to n e  co n s t itu te s  
th e  a n im a l m o n o to n e . A n im a l s ig h t  is 
a lso  tw o  d im e n s io n a l, an d  m a n y  a n im a ls  
sh o w  by  th e ir  o p tic a l  s tru c tu re  th a t  th e ir  
v isu a l p ro cess  in c lu d e s  co n s id e ra b le  m a g  
n if ic a t io n  o f  th e  o b je c ts  seen . I t  is  p o s  
s ib le  th a t  th is  m a g n if ic a t io n  a c c o u n ts  fo r  
th e  p e c u lia r  fe a r  m e c h a n is m s  p a rtic u la r ly  
a p p a r e n t  in  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  a n i 
m a ls  an d  h u m a n s . T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  
a p p e a rs  m u c h  la rg e r  to  th e  a n im a ls , an d  
th is  in cre a se d  s iz e  b r in g s  w ith  it  a c o r  
re s p o n d in g  fe a r  or re sp e ct.

T h e  h u m a n  eyes e m e rg e d  f r o m  th e  
b r a in  in  th a t  p er io d  o f  e v o lu tio n  w h ic h  
w as a tte n d e d  by  a m a rk e d  c h a n g e  in 
th e  a tm o s p h e r ic  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  e a r th . 
T h e  p r im o r d ia l  w o rld  e m e rg e d  fr o m  a 
s ta te  o f  d a rk n e s s  re s u lt in g  f r o m  th e  
im p e n e tra b le  m is ts  an d  v ap o rs w h ic h  
en c lo se d  th e  p la n e t . T h e s e  v ap o rs re  
su lted  in  tu rn  f ro m  th e  v o lc a n ic  h e a t o f  
th e  p la n e t m e e tin g  th e  co ld n e ss  o f  in te r -
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p la n e ta ry  e th e r . In  th e  E a s te r n  sy stem s 
o f  p h ilo so p h y  th is  h ig h ly  v o lc a n ic  s ta g e  
o f  th e  e a r th ’s d e v e lo p m e n t w a s ca lled  
th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  fire  m is ts .

T h e  fiv e  sen so ry  p e r c e p tio n s  a lre a d y  
d e v e lo p e d  by  th e  h u m a n  b e in g , an d  th e  
tw o  la te n t  fa c u lt ie s  w h ic h  m u st  b e  p e r  
fe c te d  in  th e  cy c le s  o f  t im e  th a t  lie  
a h e a d , a re  a ll s p e c ia liz a t io n s  o f  th e  
p o w e r o f  a w a re n e ss . T h i s  g e n e ra l 
s u p e rs e n s it iv ity  p o la r iz e d  in  th e  p in e a l 
g la n d  e x te n d s  its e lf  th r o u g h  th e  n e rv o u s  
s tru c tu re  o f  th e  b o d y  as a g a m u t  o f  fa c  
u lt ie s  n o w  e x te n d in g  fr o m  fe e lin g  to  
s ig h t .  T h e  n a tu r a l  p o w e r  o f  th e  p in e a l 
g la n d  is a p p e rce p tiv e  k n o w in g  by  a 
p ro ce ss  w h ic h  w e ca ll c la irv o y a n c e . 
In  p r im itiv e  m a n k in d  th e  p in e a l g la n d  
w as th e  o n ly  o rg a n  o f  se n so ry  o r ie n ta  
t io n , an d  p ossessed  w ith in  its  o w n  s tru c  
tu re  p o te n tia ls  o f  f e e lin g , h e a r in g , ta s t  
in g , s m e llin g , a n d  s e e in g . A t  th a t  t im e  
th e  g la n d  w a s c o n s id e ra b ly  la rg e r  th a n  
a t  p re s e n t , a n d  e x te n d e d  as a se n s it iv e  
z o n e  o u t  f ro m  a n d  a b o v e  th e  p r im itiv e  
b r a in .

W i t h  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  h ig h ly  
o r g a n iz e d  n e rv o u s  sy s te m  th e  sen se  o f  
fe e lin g  w as g e n e r a liz e d , b u t  th e  r e m a in  
in g  sen ses s t ill  c lu s te re d  close  to  th e ir  
so u rce  a n d  fu n c tio n e d  th r o u g h  th e  o r i  
f ic e s  o f  th e  h ead  a n d  fa c e . S ig h t  
e m e rg e d  f r o m  th e  b r a in  to  th e  d e g re e  
th a t th e  fa c u lty  o f  c la irv o y a n t  a p p e rce p  
t io n  d im in is h e d . P r im it iv e  s ig h t  w as 
c y c lo p e a n , an d  th e  eye w as lo ca ted  in  
th e  c ro w n  o f  th e  h e ad  d ire c tly  o v er th e  
p re se n t  sea t o f  th e  p in e a l g la n d . I t  is 
th e  area  w h e re  th e  sk u ll is  s t ill  o p en  in  
th e  n e w b o rn  b a b y . T h e r e  is  a q u e s tio n  
as to  w h e th e r  th e  c y d o p e a n  h u m a n  eye 
w a s e v e r  an  o r g a n  o f  p h y s ica l s ig h t . I t  
w a s c e r ta in ly  se n s itiv e  to  l ig h t  an d  d a r k  
n e ss , b u t it  co n v e y e d  im p re ss io n s  to  th e  
b r a in  by  m e a n s  o f  a m a g n e t ic  f ie ld  
ra th e r  th a n  th ro u g h  a le n s . T h e  b r a in  
e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  th in g  seen  w ith o u t  th e  
te c h n ic a l o p tic a l  p ro ce d u re  o f m o d e rn  
s ig h t.

W i t h  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  tw o  p h y s 
ic a l  eyes th e  h u m a n  b e in g  re ce iv e d  th e  
g i f t  o f  s te re o sco p ic  v is io n , th u s  g a in in g  
p o ssessio n  o f  th e  th ird  d im e n s io n a l 
e q u a t io n . O f  co u rs e  w e d o  n o t see w ith  
th e  ey e  b u t th r o u g h  th e  ey e . S ig h t  it  

se lf  is  seated  in  th e  b r a in  a n d  is p o ss ib le  
o n ly  b e ca u se  o f  th e  v ib ra to ry  e m a n a tio n s  
o f  th e  p in e a l g la n d .

T h e  h u m a n  eye w h ic h  is  a n  o r g a n  
o f  a c c o m o d a tio n  a n d  c o n v e n ie n c e , 
th o u g h  a n  in tr ic a te  an d  m a g n if ic e n t  
m e c h a n is m  is  th e  m o s t  im p e r m a n e n t  o f  
th e  sen se  p e rc e p tio n s . I t  w a s n e v e r  in  
te n d e d  fo r  th e  v a rie ty  o f  u ses to  w h ic h  
it  h a s  b e e n  ad ap ted  by  m a n . E s p e c ia lly  
d if f ic u lt  h a s  b e e n  th e  p ro b le m  o f  a d a p t 
in g  th e  o p tic a l e q u ip m e n t  to  th e  d e ta ile d  
v is io n a l p ro cesses  o f  m e c h a n ic s  a n d  in  
d u stry . T h e  h e a v ie s t p u n is h m e n t to  
w h ic h  th e  eyes a re  g e n e r a lly  su b je c te d  
is th e  r e a d in g  o f  th e  p rin te d  p a g e . T h e  
v ery  p la c e m e n t o f  th e  e y es  in d ic a te s  th a t  
su ch  is  n o t th e  o r ig in a l  in te n t .  N a tu r e  
d ev ised  th e  o p tic a l  e q u ip m e n t  fo r  th e  
g e n e r a l p u rp o se  o f  o r ie n ta tio n  w ith  th e  
e n v ir o n m e n t. B y  m e a n s  o f  s ig h t  m a n  
co u ld  s e a r c h  fo r  fo o d , p ro te c t  h im s e lf  
f r o m  n a tu ra l h a z a r d s , p ro v id e  h im s e lf  
w ith  d w e llin g s , fu r th e r  h is  a g r ic u ltu r a l 
p u rsu its , an d  p e r fo rm  o th e r  g e n e r a l 
ta sk s . A lso  w e m u st  re m e m b e r  th a t  fo r  
m ill io n s  o f  y ea rs  s ig h t w as d ev oted  o n ly  
to  th e s e  p u rsu its  w h ic h  im p o sed  l it t le  
sp e c ia liz e d  s tra in .

A f te r  tw e n ty -fiv e  o r  th ir ty  m il l io n  
y ears o f  co m p a r a tiv e  o p tica l r e la x a t io n  
th e  h u m a n  race  e n te re d  u p o n  a p ro g ra m  
o f  c u ltu r e  w h ic h  re q u ire d  h ig h ly  
sp e c ia liz e d  re a d in g . T h i s  p ro g ra m  is 
less th a n  te n  th o u sa n d  y ea rs  o ld . I t  is 
in e v ita b le  th a t a c o n flic t  sh o u ld  a rise  b e  
tw e e n  a g es  o f  g e n e r a liz a t io n  an d  a c o m  
p a ra tiv e ly  sh o r t  p erio d  o f  sp e c ia liz a t io n .

C iv il iz a t io n  a n d  o p tic a l sp e c ia liz a t io n  
h a v e  ev o lv ed  to g e th e r , e a c h  in  a c u r io u s  
w ay  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  th e  o th e r . A r t i f i  
c ia l  se e in g  a id s  are  fa r  o ld e r  th a n  w e 
g e n e ra lly  r e a l iz e . M a g n ify in g  g lasses  
w e re  u sed  in  C h a ld e a  a n d  B a b y lo n  a t  
le a st  fiv e  th o u sa n d  y ea rs  a g o , tr a d it io n  
to  th e  c o n tra ry  n o tw ith s ta n d in g . T h e  
m o m e n t  th e  eyes w e re  su b je c te d  to  
v isu al p ro b le m s  r e q u ir in g  in te n s e  s ig h t  
w ith in  th re e  fe e t  o f  th e  b o d y , d if f ic u ltie s  
b e g a n . O p t ic a l  a t te n t io n  p ro d u ced  o p  
tic a l te n s io n . C iv il iz a t io n  a n d  te n s io n  
are  sy n o n y m o u s in  p ra c tic a l  f a c t ,  a n d  it  
is  q u ite  p o ssib le  th a t  o p tic a l fa t ig u e  is  
a d o m ia n t  fa c to r  in  th e  n e rv o u s  p re ssu re
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e v e ry w h e re  p re se n t in  th e  c iv iliz e d  
s ch e m e  o f  th in g s .

N e e d le ss  to  say  a se r io u s  c o n f lic t  h as 
a r ise n  b e tw e e n  th e  in te rn a l co n sc io u sn e ss  
o f  m a n  a n d  th e  te s t im o n ie s  o f  h is  se n  
so ry  p e rce p tio n s . C o n s c io u s n e ss  k n o w s  
its e lf  to  b e  b e tra y e d  by  th e  te s tim o n ie s  
o f  th e  sen ses . T h e  s p ir itu a l p a r t  o f  th e  
h u m a n  b e in g  h as b e e n  e n s la v e d  b y  th e  
e x te rn a l p a tte rn s  r e s u lt in g  f r o m  sen so ry  
d o m in a tio n . T h e  in te rv a l b e tw e e n  th in g s  
seen  a n d  th in g s  k n o w n  h a s c h a lle n g e d  
th e  ra t io n a l p a rt  o f  th e  h u m a n  soul 
s in c e  th e  fa c u lt ie s  w e re  f ir s t  in d iv id u a l 
iz e d . M a n  p a id  fo r  h is  p h y s ica l sen so ry  
p e rc e p tio n s  by  th e  lo ss  o f  h is  sp ir itu a l 
a p p e rce p tiv e  p o w e r . H e  lo s t co n sc io u s  
n e ss  o f  u n iv e rsa ls  to  th e  d e g re e  th a t  h e 
b e c a m e  a w a re  o f  p a rtic u la rs . T h u s  c a m e  
in to  e x is te n c e  a c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  u n iv e r  
sa ls  a n d  p a rt ic u la rs . In  m o s t  p e rso n s 
th e  p a r t ic u la rs  w in , an d  co n sc io u sn e ss  is 
f ru s tr a te d  in  its  n a tu ra l im p u lse  to  k n o w  
in w a rd ly  by d ir e c t  in te rn a l a p p e rce p tio n  
o f  ca u se s .

T h e  fa c u lty  o f  s ig h t  in te n s ifie d  d u r  
in g  th e  in v o lu tio n a r y  p ro cess  o f  ra c ia l 
d e v e lo p m e n t. S ig h t  rea ch ed  its  m a x  
im u m  p o w e r  d u r in g  th e  fo u r th  su b ra ce  
o f  th e  A t la n te a n  ra ce , an d  s in c e  th a t 
t im e  h a s  b e e n  g ra d u a lly  d e c lin in g  a n d  
s p e c ia l iz in g . D u r in g  th is  p er io d  o f  d e  
c lin e  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  d e te r io ra t io n  w as 
h a s te n e d  by  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a r ts  a n d  
sc ie n c e s  r e q u ir in g  v isu a l in te n s ity .

T h e  n a tu ra l m o tio n  is to w a rd  a tw o  
fo ld  e n d ; th e  re -e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  
c y c lo p e a n  o r  s in g le  e y e , a n d  th e  d e  
v e lo p m e n t o f  m ic r o s c o p ic  s ig h t .  T h e  
cy c lo p e a n  p ro ce ss  is b e in g  a tta in e d  by 
a n  in cre a se d  a n d  m a rk e d  in e q u a lity  in  
th e  v isu a l p o w e r  o f  th e  tw o  ey es. W h ile  
th is  is n o t  as y e t u n iv e rsa l, th e  te n d e n cy  
is  c le a r ly  d is tin g u is h a b le  by  e x p e r ts  in  
th e  fie ld  o f  o p tic s . T h e  v isu a l p o w e r  o f 
th e  tw o  ey es is b e c o m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  
g e n e r a lly  u n e q u a l. T h e r e  is  a lso  a n  in  
c re a s in g  te n d e n cy  to w a rd  n e a rs ig h te d  
n e ss .

T h e  e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro cesses  by  w h ic h  
th e  h u m a n  b e in g  is  v e rg in g  a w a y  fro m  
m a te r ia lis m  a n d  to w a rd  a  m o re  sp ir itu a l 
w a y  o f  l if e  is r e s u lt in g  in  a n  in te n s if ic a  
t io n  o f  th e  v ib ra to ry  ra te  o f  th e  p in ea l 
g la n d . T o  th e  d e g re e  th a t  th is  g la n d

in cre a se s  in  p o w e r , th e  o p tic a l p o w ers 
w ill d e cre a se  in  v ita lity . S ig h t  is s lo w  
ly  g iv in g  w ay  to  a p p e rc e p tiv e  k n o w in g . 
A  s im p le  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th is  is th a t  w e 
a re  b e lie v in g  less a n d  less in  th e  th in g s  
w e see  a b o u t  us a n d  w h a t  w e  read  
fro m  th e  p r in te d  p a g e . W e  a re  try in g  
to  o v e rco m e  o u r  te n d e n c ie s  to  ju d g e  
f r o m  a p p e a ra n c e . M o re  a n d  m o re  th e  
th in g s  w e w a n t  to  k n o w  a n d  u n d e rsta n d  
a re  b e y o n d  th e  ra n g e  o f  s ig h t . S c ie n c e  
is  tr y in g  to  m e e t  th is  e m e rg e n c y  by 
c r e a t in g  m e c h a n is m s  to  in te n s ify  th e  
s ig h t  p ro cess . E x a m p le s  o f  th e se  are  th e  
m icro s co p e  an d  th e  te le sco p e . B u t  n e i  
th e r  o f  th e se  in s tr u m e n ts  c o n tr ib u te s  to  
th e  so lu t io n  o f  th e  in w a rd  d e s ire  to  d is  
co v e r  th e  n a tu re  o f  ca u se . W e  a re  d is  
illu s io n e d  in  th in g s  se e n , a n d  as th is  
d is il lu s io n m e n t  in c re a se s  th e  c o n sc io u s  
n ess sh ifts  its  e m p h a s is  a n d  w ith d ra w s  
its  su p p o rt fro m  fa c u lt ie s  in s u ff ic ie n t  to  
serv e  its  re q u ire m e n ts .

T h e  b lin d  sp o t in  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  
o p tica l f i la m e n t  o f  th e  ey e  is a m e d iu m  
fo r  a n  e x tra s e n s o ry  o r  e th e r ic  v is io n . 
O n e  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro cesses  w ill 
b e  th e  in te n s if ic a t io n  o f  th e  ra d ia tio n  o f 
e n e rg y  fro m  th e  so -ca lled  b lin d  sp o t. 
T h i s  w ill ta k e  th e  p la ce  o f  th e  re c e p tiv e  
p ro cess  o f  s ig h t  n o w  g e n e ra lly  in  u se .

I t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n stra te d  fr o m  e x p e r i  
e n c e  th a t  n e a rly  a ll c la irv o y a n ts  d ev e lo p  
ey e  d if f ic u ltie s . A s  th e  in te rn a l ey e  b e  
g in s  to  fu n c t io n , th e  p o w e r o f  th e  p h y s 
ica l eyes sh o w s c o rre s p o n d in g  d e te r io ra  
t io n . I n  n a tu re  s o m e th in g  m u st b e  
sa cr ifice d  f o r  e v e r y th in g  th a t  is g a in e d . 
T h e  h u m a n  co n sc io u sn e ss  c a n n o t  s ta n d  
th e  c o n flic t  o f  tw o  c o n tra ry  sen so ry  p e r  
c e p tio n s  f u n c t io n in g  e q u a lly  a t  th e  sa m e  
t im e . S u c h  fu n c t io n  w o u ld  fa t ig u e  th e  
b r a in  b e y o n d  its  e n d u r a n c e . C o n  
se q u e n tly  th e  a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  o n e  
p o w e r a lw a y s  le a d s to  th e  d im in u tio n  
o f  a n  o p p o sin g  o r  c o n tra ry  p o w e r .

A t  o u r  p re se n t d e g r e e  o f  c iv i liz a t io n  
i t  is  im p o r ta n t  to  a ll o f  u s th a t  th e  ey es 
f u n c t io n  w ith  a m a x im u m  e ffic ie n c y . 
K n o w in g  th a t  s ig h t  is n o t o n ly  sea ted  
in  th e  b r a in  b u t  d e m a n d s  a sp e c ia liz e d  
e n e rg y  f r o m  th e  m in d  w h ic h  lie s  b e h in d  
th e  b r a in , w e m u s t  o r g a n iz e  th e  v isu a l 
p ro cesses  a c c o rd in g ly .
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M e n ta l,  n e rv o u s , o r  o p tica l te n s io n  f a  
t ig u e s  th e  e n tir e  v isu a l p ro cess . A lso  
th e  ey es a re  s tra in e d  by  th e  e ffo r t  to  see 
th a t  w h ic h  is b e y o n d  th e  re a so n a b le  
p o ss ib ility  o f  b e in g  se e n , a n d  th e y  are  
in ju r e d  by  th e  re le n tle ss  im p u lse  o f  th e  
m in d  to  e x te n d  th e  u se o f  fa c u lt ie s  b e  
y o n d  th e  p o in t  o f  e x h a u s tio n .

Ju s t  as w e  p re p a re  b a la n c e d  d ie ts , e x  
e rc is e s , a n d  p ro g ra m s  fo r  th e  co n se rv a  
t io n  o f  re so u rce s , so  w e  sh o u ld  re a liz e  
t h a t  th e  eyes a r e  u n fitte d  fo r  c o n tin u o u s  
s e e in g  o v e r  lo n g  p erio d s o f  t im e . T h e  
p u rp o se  o f  s ig h t  is  to  re g is te r  so m e  fo rm  
o f  k n o w le d g e  o r e x p e r ie n c e  w ith in  th e  
co n sc io u sn e ss . J u s t  as w e  c a n n o t  a ffo rd  
to  e a t  co n tin u o u s ly , w e  c a n n o t  a ffo rd  to  
see w ith o u t  in te r r u p t io n . T h i s  d o es  n o t 
m e a n  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  c lo se  o u r  eyes 
p e r io d ic a lly , b u t  ra th e r  th a t  by  in s tin c t  
w e  sh o u ld  s h i f t  th e  fo c a l p o in t o f  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  f r o m  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  se e in g  to  
th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  th in g  seen . 
U n le s s  w h a t  w e  see  is w o rth  t h in k in g  
a b o u t , it is n o t w o rth  th e  lo o k . B y  re  
m o v in g  th e  c e n te r  o f  a w a re n e ss  f r o m  
th e  o p tica l p ro cess  an d  fo c u s in g  it 
u p o n  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  th a t  w h ich  
is re co rd e d  in  th e  b r a in , w e  re la x  th e  
o p tica l m a c h in e ry . W e  d o  n o t cease  to  
see b u t  w e  cease  to  lo o k . S ig h t  th e n  
b e c o m e s  g e n e r a l, su ita b le  fo r  o r ie n ta tio n  
b u t n o t  su b je c te d  to  c o n s ta n t  sp e c ia liz e d  
fa tig u e .

T h e r e  is  a s im p le  fo rm u la  in  th e  e x  
a m in a tio n  o f  a n  o b je c t .  F i r s t  lo o k  a t 
th e  o b je c t , a n d  th e n  th in k  a b o u t it . 
S ig h t  w ith o u t  th o u g h t  is  a w a ste  o f  
t im e  e x c e p t  in  c e r ta in  p h y s ica l e m e r  
g e n c ie s . T h o u g h t  w ith o u t  s ig h t  loses 
co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  m u n d a n e  n e ce ss itie s  
o f  d a ily  l iv in g . C o n t in u o u s  t h in k in g  
fa tig u e s  th e  m in d , c o n tin u o u s  se e in g  
fa tig u e s  th e  ey es.

T h e  v ery  p ro cess  o f  s e e in g , l ik e  th e  
p ro cess  o f  l iv in g , c a n  b e  g e n t le  a n d  g r a  
c io u s  o r  te n s e  an d  s tre ss -r id d e n . S o m e  
fo lk  lo o k  a t o b je c ts  a b o u t  th e m  w ith  
th a t  k in d  o f  d e sp e ra tio n  w h ic h  m ig h t  
in fe r  th a t  th e y  w ill n e v e r  h a v e  a n o th e r  
c h a n c e . I t  is  n o  m o re  p o ssib le  to  fo rc e  
s ig h t  th a n  it  is  to  fo r c e  th o u g h t .

I t  is  n o t  u su a l to  a ssu m e th a t  m e n ta l 
a t t itu d e s  h a v e  a  d ir e c t  e f fe c t  u p o n  th e  
v isu a l p ro ce ss , b u t  p sy ch o s o m a tics  p ro v es

su c h  to  b e  th e  ca se . T o  lo o k  a t  a n  o b  
je c t  w ith  h a tre d , d isg u st, f e a r ,  o r  je a l  
ou sy  is to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  b u ild in g  u p  
o f  to x in s  w h ic h  w ill co rro d e  a n d  c o rru p t  
an y  fa c u lty  o r  p e r c e p tio n . In  fa c t  th e  
v e ry  p ro p o r tio n s  an d  a p p e a ra n ce s  o f  
th in g s  a re  a lte re d  b y  th e  a ttitu d e s  w ith  
w h ic h  w e  b e h o ld  th e m . S e e in g  sh o u ld  
a lw a y s  b e  n e u tra l . L e t  th e  m in d  a n d  
n o t  th e  e y es  d e c id e  th e  v a lu es .

C e r ta in  p sy ch o ses a n d  n e u ro se s  m a y  
cau se  h y s te r ia  b lin d n e s s . V e r y  o fte n  
p r e m a tu r e  fa ilu r e  o f  s ig h t  is a sso c ia te d  
w ith  fe a r  o f  th e  th in g  se e n , a n d  t h e  d e  
s ire  o f  th e  m in d  to  d e fle c t a t te n t io n  
f r o m  th a t  w h ic h  is p a in fu l , d is a g re e a b le , 
o r  u n p le a sa n t. W e  ca n  g ra d u a lly  b lo c k  
o u t w h o le  g ro u p s  o f  b r a in  fa c u lt ie s  b y  
th e  w ill to  e l im in a te  th e ir  te s t im o n ie s . 
N e a r ly  a ll sen so ry  fa ilu r e  is d u e to  th e  
e x h a u s t in g  fa c u lt ie s  o r  th e  a b u se  o f  th e  
te s t im o n ie s  w h ic h  th o se  fa c u lt ie s  p re se n t 
f o r  o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n . T h e r e  a re  case s 
o f  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h av e  b e c o m e  b lin d  
b e ca u se  th ey  d id  n o t  w a n t  to  lo o k  a t  a 
c e r ta in  p erso n .

T h e r e  is  a n  o ld  sa y in g  th a t  th e  w o rld  
is  to o  b ig  fo r  m o s t  o f  us. W e  lo o k  o u t 
a t  th e  co m p le x ity  o f  l iv in g  in  su ch  d i 
v e rs ity  o f  c h a lle n g in g  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  
w ish  th a t  w e  c o u ld  re t ire  to  so m e  q u ie t ,  
d is ta n t  p la ce  fa r  f r o m  s tr ife  an d  stre ss . 
N a tu r e , a lw a y s  w ill in g  to  o b lig e , g r a d u  
a lly  iso la te s  us by  d im in is h in g  th e  a c u te  
n e ss  o f  o u r  sen so ry  re fle c tio n s . E v e n  
o ld  a g e  c a n  b e  h a s te n e d , n o t so  m u c h  
by  th e  w e a r in g  o u t  o f  th e  bo d y  as th e  
d im in is h in g  o f  th e  w ill to  a c c e p t p ro g  
ress. T h e  m o m e n t  w e  re se n t l i f e  w e  
b e g in  to  d ie .

T e n s io n  th e n  d oes a ffe c t  th e  ey es, fo r  
te n s io n  is  th e  a tt itu d e  o f  th e  m in d  to  
w a rd  th e  th in g  se e n , o r  its  re a so n a b le  
c o n se q u e n c e s . T h e  e y es  in  tu rn  c re a te  
te n s io n . F i r s t  b y  th e  s tra in  w h ic h  is 
im p o sed  u p o n  th e m , a n d  sec o n d  b e c a u se  
th e y  co n v e y  to  th e  b r a in  f r a g m e n ts  o f  
th e  w o r ld ’s c o n fu s io n . T h e  in v e n tio n  o f  
th e  e le c tr ic  l ig h t  h a s  ad d ed  a n o th e r  fa  
t ig u in g  fa c to r  to  th e  h e av y  b u rd e n  o f  
s ig h t  by  e x te n d in g  m a n ’s d ay  w ith  a r t i  
f ic ia l l ig h t .  W e  m u st  m a in ta in  a  b a l 
a n c e  b e tw e e n  a n  e v e r -in c re a s in g  w o rld  
a n d  th e  c a p a c ity  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  to  a c  
c e p t  th e se  la r g e r  e x te rn a l p a tte rn s . In -
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t e m a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  m u s t  in cre a se  so  
th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l w ill n e v e r  rece iv e  
im p re ss io n s  f ro m  h is  e n v ir o n m e n t  w h ic h  
h e is n o t c a p a b le  o f  d ig e s tin g  a n d  a ss im  
i la t in g  w ith in  h is  co n sc io u sn e ss .

F e a r  is th e  p re ssu re  o f  th e  u n so lv ed  
an d  th e  u n so lv a b le . W h e n  th e  w o rld  
se e m s la r g e r  th a n  th e  in d iv id u a l h e  b e  
c o m e s  a fr a id . W h e n  th e  in d iv id u a l is 
la rg e r  th a n  h is  w o rld  h e  th e n  fe e ls  se 
c u re . H e r e  is a p ro b le m  o f  q u a n tity  
v ersu s q u a lity . T h e  w o rld  m u s t  a lw ay s 
e x ce e d  in  q u a n t ity , a n d  q u a n tity  is  m a g  
n itu d e  an d  m u ltitu d e . B u t  m a n  has 
w ith in  h im s e lf  a p o w e r to  e x ce l th e  
w o rld  in  q u a lity , w h ic h  is co n sc io u sn e ss . 
C o n s c io u s n e ss  its e lf  is p reserv ed  by th e  
p o w e r  o f  th e  p in e a l g la n d  to  a ttu n e  its 
m a g n e t ic  fie ld  w ith  th e  sp h ere  o f  u n i  
v ersa l q u a lit ie s . T h i s  g la n d  is Ja n u s-  
l ik e , h a v in g  tw o  fa c e s . O n e  o f  th e se  
fa ce s  is a lw a y s  tu rn e d  to w a rd  ca u se  an d  
th e  o th e r  to w a rd  e f fe c t . I f  th e  flo w  o f  
ca u sa l co n sc io u sn e ss  is o b scu re d , th e  in  
d iv id u a l b e co m e s  w e a k e r  th a n  h is  w o rld  
a n d  is  a v ic t im  o f  e n v ir o n m e n t. M a n  
sees th e  e x te r io r  w o rld  w ith  tw o  eyes 
w h ic h  re co rd  p o la r iz e d  e x p e r ie n c e , b e  
ca u se  n a tu re  o f  its e lf  m u st be e x p e r i  
e n c e d  a s  a d u a lity . M a n  sees in w a rd ly  
to w a rd  th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  h im s e lf  w ith  
o n e  ey e , a n d  i t  is th is  cy c lo p e a n  v isio n  
w h ic h  is re fe rr e d  to  in  th e  B ib le  w h e re  
it is w r itte n  th a t  i f  th e  ey e  be s in g le , 
th e  bod y  is  f il le d  w ith  l ig h t .  T h e  in  
te rn a l ey e  m u st  b e  a s in g le  o r g a n  b e  
ca u se  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th a t  w h ic h  it p er 
ce iv e s  is u n ity , w h e re a s  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  
tw o -fo ld  e x te rn a l v is io n  is  d iv e rs ity .

W h e n  th e  sen so ry  s tru c tu re  is a b a l 
a n c e  o f  u n ity  an d  d iv e rs ity , th e  h u m a n  
b e in g  d w e lls  in  ra t io n a l o r  re a so n a b le  
s ta te . T h e  te r m  ra t io n a l h e re  im p lie s  
th e  a b s e n ce  o f  e x ce ss , a n d  ex ce ss  in  tu rn  
is a lw a y s  stress o r te n s io n .

M a te r ia lis m  as a fo rm  o f  b e lie f  w ill 
d estro y  v is io n  b e ca u se  it co rru p ts  th e  
co n te m p la t iv e  fa c u lt ie s . T h e  o v e rs t im  
u la t io n  o f  th e  p u re ly  c o n te m p la t iv e  fa c u l  
tie s  w ill d estro y  v is io n  b e cau se  i t  re  
m o v e s th e  p o in t  o f  a t te n t io n . W e  m u st 
r e m e m b e r  th a t  th e  p o in t o f  a t te n tio n  
c re a te s  th e  i r r i ta t io n  o r  a c t iv ity  w h ic h  
d ra w s b lo o d , p ro m o te s  c ir c u la t io n , an d

in cre a se s  th e  s iz e  or p o w e r  o f  a m e m b e r .
In  p e rso n a lity  sy m b o lism  th e  w ord  

v is io n  im p lie s  n o t o n ly  th e  se e in g  p r o  
cess b u t m e n ta l p e rsp e c tiv e . S ig h t  is 
th e  n e g a tiv e  p o le  o f  c o m p r e h e n s io n  an d  
o n e  o f  th e  m o st u se fu l o f  th e  sen se  p e r  
c e p tio n s . I f ,  fo r  an y  re a s o n , w e  f r u s  
tr a te  in te lle c tu a l v is io n  by p la c in g  m e n  
ta l l im ita t io n s  u p o n  o u r  p o w ers o f  c o m  
p re h e n s io n , w e  set in  m o tio n  a sy m b o lic  
p ro cess . N a r r o w  m in d e d n e s s , o p in io n - 
ism , p re ju d ic e s , a n d  a ll in te lle c tu a l re  
s tr ic t io n s  u p o n  th e  f re e d o m  o f  th o u g h t  
l im it  m e n ta l v is io n  a n d  p ro d u ce  a k in d  
o f  in te lle c tu a l b lin d n e ss . T h i s  m e n ta l 
l im ita t io n  is re fle c te d  in to  th e  bod y  p ro  
cesses a n d  m a n ife s ts  as a c u r ta ilm e n t  o f  
sen so ry  p e r c e p tio n . T h e  fa c u lt ie s  are  
m e a n s  o f  o r ie n ta tio n  a n d  d e p e n d  u p on  
th e  sen so ry  p e rc e p tio n  fo r  th e  te s t im o n  
ies w ith  w h ic h  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  fa c u lty  
o f  ju d g e m e n t.

A s  th e  sen so ry  p e rc e p tio n s  w e re  sp e  
c ia liz e d  f r o m  o n e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p er 
c e p tiv e  p o w e r , so  in  th e  e n d  th e y  c o m  
b in e  to  fo r m  o n e  u lt im a te  a p p e rce p tiv e  
fa c u lty . A s e v o lu tio n  p ro ce e d s  w e  w ill 
p e r fe c t  th e  fa c u lty  o f  d ir e c t  k n o w in g . 
T h i s  fa c u lty  w ill p e n e tr a te  fo rm s  an d  
a p p e a ra n ce s  to  th e  e n d  th a t  w e  sh a ll b e  
c o m e  a w a re  o f  th e  la w s a n d  p r in c ip le s  
w h ic h  g e n e r a te  a ll v is ib le  s tru c tu re s . 
S u c h  a w a re n e ss  is causal knowing, o r  
th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  ca u se s . T h e  p o w e r o f  
th e  d ir e c t  p e rc e p tio n  o f  c a u se  e n d s f o r  
e v e r  th e  c o n f lic t  o f  o p in io n s . O p in io n s  
a rise  fro m  th e  te s t im o n ie s  o f  im p e r fe c tly  
d ev elo p ed  an d  im p ro p e r ly  b a la n c e d  fa c  
u lt ie s . S o  lo n g  as th is  im b a la n c e  c o n  
tin u e s  e a c h  p e rc e p tio n  o r  p e rce p tiv e  
p o w e r fu n c tio n s  co m p e tit iv e ly , a n d  a t  
te m p ts  to  p e r fe c t  o p in io n  by d o m in a tio n  
ra th e r  th a n  by c la r if ic a t io n . T h e  w a r  o f  
th e  fa c u lt ie s  a n d  th e  c o n flic t  o f  th e  p e r  
ce p tiv e  p o w e rs  p lay  th e ir  p a rt  in  th e  
b r e a k in g  d o w n  o f  th e  sen so ry  e q u ip  
m e n t . W h e n  co n flic t  e n d s  in  th e  m in d , 
te n s io n  ceases in th e  sen so ry  e q u ip m e n t. 
R ig h t  u se s tre n g th e n s  fa c u lt ie s . M isu se  
d estro y s th e m . O n ly  th e  in te rn a l re c o g  
n it io n  o f  th e  la w  o f  r ig h t  a n d  th e  a p  
p lic a tio n  o f  th is  k n o w le d g e  in  d a ily  life  
ca n  p re serv e  m a n ’s sen so ry  e q u ip m e n t  
in  a sta te  o f  n o rm a l fu n c t io n .
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Q U ESTIO N : What is the philosophical 
explanation o f prayer?

ANSW ER: Most of the religions of 
the world have taught that prayer is a 
means of direct intercession through 
which the human being may approach 
God or the Spiritual Forces which abide 
in the world of causes. The question 
naturally arises as to the conflict be 
tween a doctrine of immutable law and 
the possibility of law being modified or 
even negated through the power of 
grace.

The conflict between law and grace is 
not as pronounced among the mystical 
theologies as in teachings essentially phil 
osophical or deriving authority from the 
sciences. In Christianity, for example, 
intercession is a basic element in the re 
ligious pattern. To the same degree the 
Christian Church has from the begin 
ning been in conflict with systems of 
philosophy and science which reject all 
concepts of special dispensation and sal 
vation through grace. In fact, Christian 
ity has never emphasized the machinery 
of the universal processes. Its concepts 
of cosmogony, anthropology, and the 
natural sciences, are extremely sketchy. 
The heavy emphasis has been placed 
upon faith as an internal and eternal 
power capable of dominating all natural 
processes and neutralizing the operation 
of natural law.

The conflict between Law and Grace 
assumes more important proportions in 
the Eastern religious systems, especially 
Buddhism, where heavy emphasis is laid 
upon the immutability of the laws gov 
erning both the universe and man. The 
cornerstone of Buddhistic philosophy is 
the law of Cause and Effect; and upon 
the absolute working of this law the 
Buddhist builds his conception of a 
world ruled by absolute and impersonal 
honesty. Yet among Buddhist sects the 
doctrine of salvation through grace has 
assumed such impressive proportions as 
to cause a sharp division between the 
Northern and Southern Schools. East 
ern scholars as well as Western mystics 
have contemplated this apparent contra 
diction, to determine if possible whether

the confusion is real or only apparent.
The external perceptions of man testify 

to the existence of a universal machinery 
everywhere operating according to fixed 
and immutable rules. To these rules 
there are only such exceptions as one 
might expect would naturally arise in 
the operation of an exceedingly complex 
and complicated structure in which some 
of the less important elements sometimes 
violate the rules of their kind. Four- 
leaf clovers and two-headed calves may 
be regarded as examples of certain nat 
ural accidents; but the accidents arise 
not in the forms themselves but in the 
energy patterns behind these forms. 
The form is always consistent with the 
energy.

The philosopher contemplating the 
Law of Cause and Effect in nature, and 
its correspondent Law of Karma in hu 
man conduct, gradually perceives the pe 
culiar weakness of the popular concept 
of karmic action and reaction. The end 
less sequences of cause producing effect, 
and effect becoming the cause of further 
effect ad infinitum, becomes a vicious 
circle. Each action demands a sub 
sequent reaction, and this in turn acti 
vates further action and reaction world 
without end. This is the Buddhist 
Wheel forever turning on the axis of 
desire. It is also the Wheel of Ixion to 
which the dove is crucified forever. It 
was upon this same point of endless 
causes and effects that Aristotle broke 
with Plato. There was no beginning 
to cause; no end to effect. Even com 
plete inaction had its own dynamic 
consequence.

Buddha taught that through the per 
fection of the internal consciousness 
came release from the Wheel of Karma 
and Rebirth. Thus in some way the 
internal light of the human soul must 
transcend the laws governing natural 
processes. The created universe is sub 
ject to the laws by which it was created, 
but consciousness itself, though creating, 
is not created. It ensouls bodies, but it 
is not identical with these bodies. It
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dwells on various planes and manifests 
through forms and organisms peculiar 
to these planes, but they are vehicles 
rather than its true self. Mystical phi 
losophy has always recognized a divine 
principle superior to the conditions of 
matter which it inhabits.

If this superior consciousness accepts 
the reality of matter, it becomes subject 
to the laws governing matter. If it 
identifies its own nature with any of 
the bodies which it builds and inhabits, 
then it must accept with this identifi 
cation the natural rules governing the 
activities of these bodies.

Let us briefly summarize the doctrines 
of the illumined ancients regarding the 
compound structure of the human be 
ing. Man is composed of three essential 
natures which appear physically as one 
nature. The highest of the three parts 
is consciousness, or spirit; the second is 
intellect, or mind; and the third is force, 
or body. By force we mean the ma 
terial energies which participate in the 
crystalization of the physical form. 
Consciousness is universal awareness; in 
tellect is limited awareness focused upon 
self-awareness. Force is the total ab 
sence of the awareness* of self.

The human being consists, therefore, 
of one eternal and abiding principle 
termed spirit. This principle is not sub 
ject to any limitation imposed by the 
material world, but it is not differen 
tiated, and has no conception of person 
alized existence. The intellect is the 
summit of the observation and experi 
mentation processes, and this summit is 
the natural repository of experience. The 
sum of experience is called the Self or 
the Ego, and this experience is achieved 
through a cycle of bodies projected by 
the Self into the material world.

The Self or permanent Ego is there 
fore composed of its own nature differ 
entiated into a series of not-selves which 
are suspended from it, depend upon it, 
originate in it, and ultimately return to 
it. These not-selves may be called in 
carnations. Philosophy teaches that it 
requires approximately seven hundred 
of these incarnations to complete the 
soul experience of the Self or Ego. The 
physical body which we now inhabit is

one of these incarnations; an extension 
of the Ego into a particular area of phys 
ical experience. The primary purpose 
of this experience is not to enrich the 
personality which is experiencing on the 
physical plane, but to enrich the Ego or 
the Self. The Self or Ego does not ac 
tually incarnate but is present in the 
personality compound through an exten 
sion or emanation from itself.

Each of the incarnations which we 
can call personalities is externally sub 
ject to the laws of the world in which 
it exists, whether these laws be natural 
or man made. But it is also subject in 
ternally to the laws of the Self or Ego. 
It may become aware of these higher 
laws through an experience of inter 
nalization called illumination, or a mys 
tical experience.

The average person has little or no 
awareness of his own Overself. He 
assumes that he is completely isolated 
from the world of cause, and must de 
pend entirely upon his own resources 
for the outworking of his destiny. He 
further assumes that the personality 
complex within him consisting of his 
personal mind, his personal emotions, 
his personal impulses, and his personal 
body, are real, and that their dictates 
are his highest authority in matters of 
conduct.

As long as he remains ignorant of 
his own estate as a fragment or emana 
tion from his Overself he can never 
hope to attain any sense of internal 
security. He will drift upon the tides 
and currents of circumstances, guided 
only by faculties limited to the experi 
ences of a single life. The physical 
brain cannot record outside the boun 
daries of its own time span, and has 
no perspective with which to assist the 
orientation of the personality in larger 
cycles of time and place.

The esoteric doctrines of antiquity 
were created and perfected for the pur 
pose of bridging the interval between 
the personality as a single life experi 
ence, and the Self or Ego which func 
tions from the higher perspective of the 
many life experiences. The soul power 
of the average ego of our present wave 
is approximately four hundred earth lives
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as a human being. This covers a phys 
ical time experience of nearly thirty mil 
lion years, and the social experience of 
four and a half major races. In addi 
tion the Ego or Self contains the sum 
mation of previous evolution in non 
human or prehuman form, and to this 
must be further added its greater prox 
imity in consciousness to the universal 
cause beyond it. In comparison, there 
fore, to the single incarnation with its 
small personality struggling for survival 
in the material world, this collective 
Overself is a magnificent and radiant 
creature little less than divine, possess 
ing wisdom, knowledge and understand 
ing infinitely beyond the capacity of 
the physical brain and its small mental 
overtones.

The search for identification with the 
Overself is the essential element in 
every enlightened religious system and 
esoteric philosophy. Only the wisdom 
which resides in the Overself is suffi 
cient to release the material personality 
from bondage to the illusional world 
and its karmic wheel. Illumination does 
not break the laws of nature; rather it 
bestows citizenship in a larger world 
ruled by larger and more adequate laws.

Prayer was originally a part of the 
meditative discipline set up in the search 
for the Overself. First of all it was a 
recognition and acceptance of the real 
ity of a Power or Being superior to the 
body, which could be approached by 
turning the mind inward to the con 
templation of the source of the person 
ality. In the symbolic terms of old doc 
trines the Ego or Self was the father 
or parent of the incarnations or person 
alities which came forth from its splen 
dor. Heaven is always a higher or 
more spiritual region, a plane or qual 
ity beyond the material. The Father in 
Heaven, therefore, is the Overself abid 
ing in a superior quality of universal 
vibration. Only the Overself is com 
pletely aware of the purpose for which 
the personality or body was fashioned. 
The wise man resolves to live, not ac 
cording to the will of the person but 
according to the will of the Father of 
the person. In this way and by this 
co-operation the evolutionary processes

are hastened, and the Father-Self is more 
rapidly enriched in those experiences 
which are its nutriment.

Prayer is described as an entry into 
the silent place; that is, into the con 
sciousness of the heart. Here, by a mys 
tic elevation of the mind and emotion 
the personal self of the fragment seeks 
communion with the Overself which is 
the master of the fragments, and the 
reason for their existence.

The voice of the Overself is indeed 
the Voice of the Silence, or the Voice 
heard in the Silent Place. The benedic 
tion of the will of the Father-Self de 
scends upon the meditating personality, 
revealing its will and purpose and re 
newing the eternal covenant between 
the parent and the child. Man does not 
pray to an infinite extension of sky and 
space, but to his own peculiar god, the 
Master of his House. His prayer is not 
one of beseeching, requesting, and de 
manding; it is a simple and gentle rite 
of identification. Through the realization 
of the guiding power of the Overself 
the personal incarnation is reconsecrated 
to the reasons for which it was created, 
and gains the perfect inner conviction 
of the peculiar significance of its present 
estate. Doubts end in certainty, and 
certainty in turn releases the conscious 
ness from all confusion, and sets the 
standard of living in a pattern of suffi 
cient reasons and purposes.

With the decline of the old Mysteries 
many esoteric rituals and rites lost their 
true meanings, becoming vague and ob 
scure. This was especially true of the 
ritual of prayer. It took the form of a 
general supplication of infinites without 
regard for the spiritual pattern govern 
ing from the superior world. Gradually 
prayers were formalized, and like relics, 
talismans, etc., were regarded as effica- 
tious in themselves. With this loss of 
esoteric guidance prayers became more 
and more personal and increasingly de 
manding. The devotee no longer em 
phasized the working of the higher 
Will, but presented the petitions framed 
by his personal mind and emotions. 
The desired end was release from the 
consequences of action. The supplicator 
emphasized his personal demands with
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little thought about his impersonal 
needs. He called upon God to become 
the servant of very human and very 
selfish impulses, ambitions, and emo 
tions.

A great many persons entirely without 
esoteric knowledge still function, how 
ever, upon a level of absolute personal 
sincerity. In this case the sincerity it 
self is the link with the Oversoul. Con 
sciousness is a quality, a dedication to 
principles believed, and a sincere desire 
to apply these principles to conduct. 
This sincerity itself is a virtue acceptable 
to the Over-ego. A link is set up by 
which the wisdom from above can de 
scend and affect the human person. If 
the mind of the supplicant is untrained 
it cannot interpret the impulses from the 
Oversoul, but still receives them and 
feels the peace and security which ra 
diate from the Parent Being. In this 
way prayer is a force even when the 
knowledge of its machinery is absent.

It will therefore be understood that 
prayer is not an exception of the Law 
of Cause and Effect; rather it enlarges 
consciousness and releases man from the 
circle or Wheel of Karma by transform 
ing this wheel into a cyclic process. 
The Laws never cease to operate, but 
through illumination the human being 
comes into new adjustments with the 
laws, freeing himself from their nega 
tive aspect and thus attaining liberation. 
Evolution is either an outward process 
through rounds and races, or an inward 
process through degrees of discipline to 
ward the Self. The highest form of 
prayer is consecration. The truly re 
ligious person binds his personality to 
the Overself by a covenant of realiza 
tion. When the fragment which man 
has come to regard as himself, seeks the 
silence of his own divine nature,—that 
is prayer. In the quiet of those mo 
ments he renounces all his worldly am 
bitions, and pledges the years of his 
life to the service of the Overself.
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0 T he myth o f the Long Sleep is dressed to point out a Christian moral but is 
actually borrowed from pagan origins where it symbolized the frustration 
o f the awareness center

The Seven Sleepers 
of Ephesus

T T  has always seemed to me that more 
1 consideration should be given by the 
philosophical-minded to the study of folk 
lore and mythology. Legends have 
a distinct place in the growth of civiliza 
tion. They are day dreams in the folk 
mind, and each is built upon some solid 
conviction about God or life or nature.

As an example of the descent of the 
myth, and its spontaneous appearance 
in various parts of the world, let us 
consider the legend of the Seven Sleepers 
of Ephesus. The story is beautifully 
set forth by Jacobus DeVoragine in his 
Legenda A urea which was written in 
the 13th Century. This book is some 
times referred to as the Christian Ara 
bian Nights. It abounds in fantasy and 
shows how freely early Christian writers 
borrowed from pagan sources in the 
compilation of their sacred histories.

According to the Golden Legend there 
lived in the city of Ephesus seven Chris 
tian youths who refused to renounce 
their faith, and as a consequence passed 
through a strange mystical adventure. 
The names of the young men were 
Maximian, Malchus, Marchian, Dio 
nysius, John, Serapion, and Constantine. 
In their day the Emperor Decius came 
to Ephesus and ordered the erection of 
temples to the pagan gods. He then 
commanded that all Christians should

either worship the idols or die for the 
crime of impiety.

Rather than relinquish their faith, the 
seven young Christians retired to Mt. 
Celion where they concealed themselves 
in a cave. Malchus disguised himself 
and purchased some loaves of bread 
which was the only food the young men 
could secure. For a long time they re 
mained in the cave, occasionally weep 
ing, but for the most part comforting 
each other with words of Christian 
hope, and praying to God for strength 
and guidance. After a time peace and 
quiet came to them, and by the will 
of God they fell asleep. The agents of 
the Emperor Decius sought everywhere 
for the seven young men but could 
learn only that they had distributed 
their goods among the poor and taken 
refuge in the mountains. It appears 
that the cavern in which the Christians 
concealed themselves had many rooms 
and passage-ways. Decius, suspecting 
that the young men were somewhere in 
this cave, blocked up the mouth with 
stones so that the seven youths should 
die of hunger.

Three hundred and sixty years later, 
in the thirtieth year of the reign of 
Theodosius, an Ephesian was building 
a stable on the side of Mt. Celion. 
Finding a large heap of rocks handy,

73
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he dragged them away to form the 
foundation for his building. It was thus 
that the entrance of the cave was again 
brought to light.

The circumstance was providencial, 
for a serious religious crisis had arisen 
among the Ephesians. The city was 
now entirely Christian and so, also was 
the Emperor, but heretical sects had 
sprung up, and these were engaged in 
a controversy denying the resurrection 
of the dead.

When their cave was opened, the 
seven sleepers awoke, and so far as they 
knew they had slept only a single night, 
so they continued their discussion and 
plans to outwit the Emperor Decius. 
At last it was resolved that Malchus 
should again descend into the nearby city 
to purchase food, and gather what in 
formation he could. He took with him 
five coins and approached the gates of 
Ephesus with fear and trembling; when 
he beheld, to his amazement, the Chris 
tian cross above the entrance to the city.

Wearing garments designed according 
to the style of four centuries earlier, 
Malchus sought out a baker’s shop and 
offered his ancient money for the bread 
he desired to purchase. The baker, re 
ceiving the coin, decided that Malchus 
was some eccentric hermit who had 
found a lost treasure. There was an 
immediate furore, and Malchus was 
convinced that the agents of the Em 
peror Decius were planning his destruc 
tion. He insisted that the money was 
his own and gave the names of friends 
and relatives who could identify him. 
He was then told that these persons 
had been dead more than three hundred 
years.

The excitement reached the atten 
tion of St. Martin, Bishop of Ephesus, 
and Antipater, the Governor. Malchus 
was brought before them and warned that 
he must not cling to his fantastic story 
or he would be severely punished. At 
last the Bishop, impressed by the sin 
cerity of Malchus, agreed to accompany 
him to the cave on Mt. Celion. After 
they had met the other six young Chris 
tians, both the Bishop and Governor 
were convinced, and immediately noti 
fied the Emperor Theodosius who has 

tened to Ephesus. When he entered the 
cave, the Emperor beheld seven radiant 
youths each with a golden light about 
his head. So he embraced them and 
gave thanks to God for the miracle. 
Then Maximian spoke, “Believe us! For 
the faith’s sake. God has resuscitated us 
before the great resurrection day, in or 
der that you may believe firmly in the 
resurrection of the dead. For as the 
child is in its mother’s womb living and 
not suffering, so have we lived without 
suffering, fast asleep.”

After Maximian had spoken, the 
seven young men bowed their heads in 
prayer and died together, returning as 
though to sleep. The Emperor gave 
orders that their remains should be 
placed in golden reliquaries, but in the 
night they came to him in a dream and 
said that they had slept in the earth in 
peace and security and they desired to 
continue to sleep there until God should 
raise them in the last great day.

The legend seems to have originated 
in the East, and was first committed to 
writing by Jacobus Sarugienseis, a Meso 
potamian Bishop about the 6th Century 
A. D. In spite of their request to be 
left undisturbed, the remains of the 
Seven Sleepers were finally conveyed to 
Marseilles where they are still exhibited 
in the Church of St. Victor.

This legend must have been available 
to Arab scholars of the 6th Century, for 
Mohammed makes use of it in the 
Koran. He adds to the story by intro 
ducing the character of Kratim, the 
faithful dog who went to sleep with 
its masters and remained with them to 
the end. This dog was gifted with the 
power of prophecy, and was in all re 
spects such a superior creature that it is 
one of the ten animals which, according 
to the doctrines of Islam, had been ad 
mitted to Paradise. The other animals 
include Jonah’s whale, Solomon’s ant, 
and Ishmael’s ram.

There is a complete order of myths 
relating to the long sleepers. So before 
we examine the symbolism of these 
legends, it may be well to survey other 
versions, with special consideration for 
the differences of detail and motiva 
tion.
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Among the Greeks there was a very 
old legend of the perpetual sleep of the 
shepherd Endymion. This miracle was 
wrought by Zeus in order to preserve 
the youth and beauty of the young man.

The story of Endymion inspired a 
legend involving Epimenides, the epic 
poet. Epimenides was contemporary 
vvith Solon, and according to tradition, 
he lived to the age of two hundred and 
eighty-nine years, and was revered as a 
god, especially by the Athenians. The 
historian Pliny gives the story in sub 
stance as follows:

Epimenides who lived in the city of 
Cnossus in Crete was one day sent by 
his father and brethren to fetch a sheep 
from a farm which they owned. In the 
noontide heat he turned aside from the 
road and slept in a cave for fifty-seven 
years. When he awoke it seemed to 
him that he had been sleeping only a 
little while; so he went on to fetch the 
sheep from the farm. But when he 
came to the farm he found that it had 
been sold and was in other hands, and 
that the whole appearance of the place 
had changed. Much perplexed, he re 
turned to the city and when he entered 
his father’s house the people asked him 
who he was, for most of his relations 
were dead. At last he found his younger 
brother, who had become an old man, 
and in this way he learned what had 
happened.

There is an Arabic legend that St. 
George, the Dragon Slayer, three times 
rose from his grave. In the Scandin 
avian story Siegfried, or Sigurd, was be 
lieved to be sleeping until the trumpet 
of Himdel summons him to the last 
great war. Charlemagne sleeps in the 
Odenberg, seated upon his throne, with 
his crown upon his head and his sword 
at his side, waiting until the times of 
the Antichrist are fulfilled. In the great 
Kyffhauserberg in Thuringia, Barbarossa 
sleeps with his six knights; the Emperor 
is seated at a great stone table and his 
red beard has grown through the slabs. 
When his beard has wound itself three 
times around the table he will come 
forth to re-establish his kingdom.

When Constantinople was captured by 
the Turks a Christian priest was cele 

brating the sacraments before the great 
silver altar of St. Sophia. The priest 
cried out to God to protect the host 
from profanation. The stone wall of 
the church opened and he passed 
through. The stones closed behind him 
and he remained in a secret room 
sleeping with his head bowed before the 
host, and here he will remain until the 
Turks depart from Constantinople.

A monk named Fulgentius, meditat 
ing upon the text, “A thousand years 
in thy sight are but as yesterday when 
it is passed,” was lured by the sweet song 
of a bird into a wood where he tarried 
a little while to rest. When he returned 
to the monastery, it was so changed that 
he did not know it, and none of the 
monks recognized him. But on search 
ing the chronicles of the monastery it 
was found that a monk named Brother 
Fulgentius had vanished without leaving 
a trace three hundred years before. The 
long lost brother then partook of the 
sacraments and fell asleep to awake no 
more.

Among the classical legends of China 
is one which concerns a certain Wang 
Chih who wandered in the mountains in 
search of firewood. One day he en 
tered a cave in which some old men 
were seated intent on a game of chess. 
He laid down his axe and watched them 
play. Presently one of them handed 
him something like a date pit, telling 
him to put it into his mouth. No 
sooner had he tasted it than he became 
oblivious of hunger and thirst. After 
some time, one of the players said, “It 
is long since you were here, you should 
go home now,” whereupon Wang Chih 
attempted to pick up his axe, but found 
its handle had mouldered into dust. On 
reaching his home, he learned that hun 
dreds of years had rolled away since he 
had left to go to the mountains, and 
that no vestige or memory of his kinfolk 
remained.

Most Chinese legends find their place 
in the folk lore of Japan. The Japanese 
version goes thus: A woodsman, going 
into the mountains to cut wood, fol 
lowed a fox into a bamboo thicket. Here 
on a green lawn where the sunbeams 
fell dimly through the matted leaves of
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the bamboo, he beheld two damsels of 
wondrous beauty playing chess. Ab 
sorbed in watching them, he did not 
mark the flight of time. At last he 
turned to go, but lo and behold, a long 
white beard covered his breast; his knees 
were stiff and weak with age, and the 
handle of his axe with which he would 
have supported his tottering steps crum 
bled to dust under his hand. Slowly 
and painfully he crept back to his na 
tive village but here he knew no one, 
and no one knew him, for since he had 
gone out to hew wood on the mountain, 
several generations of men had come 
and gone.

The old legends of the long sleepers 
inspired the story of Rip Van Winkle 
who spent twenty years of his life slum 
bering in the Catskill Mountains. Rip 
was a ne’er-do-well with a scolding wife. 
He went hunting in the mountains 
where he encountered a dwarf with a 
keg on his shoulder. The dwarf asked 
Rip to help him carry the keg and thus

the adventure began. In a shady glen 
of the Sleepy Hollow a race of gnomes 
played cards and ten-pins. Van Winkle 
joined them in their sports, and at last 
growing weary, fell asleep. When he 
awakened he was an old man. Many of 
his family were dead, and his favorite 
tavern had been re-named in honor of 
George Washington. Rip, however, re 
turned just in time to save his daughter 
from an unfortunate marriage, so the 
story had a happy ending.

All these legends involve two distinct 
plot factors. The first relates to the

cause for the extended sleep. In some 
of the myths the cause is to escape per 
secution such as the religious persecution 
of the Emperor Decius, or the domestic 
persecution of Dame Van Winkle. The 
second type of cause is an indifference 
to time due to watching or participating 
in some unusually interesting circum 
stance. The Chinese wood cutter, watch 
ing the chess game, becomes oblivious 
of time, and Rip Van Winkle joins in 
the sports of the Little Men. In the 
German hero myth of Tannhäuser the 
young knight is distracted by the pleas 
ures of the Venusberg. The third type 
of motivation involves some element of 
prophetic destiny, as in the legends of 
Charlemagne, Barbarossa, and the priest 
of St. Sophia.

The second important part of plot 
structure deals with the condition of the 
sleeper or sleepers after they awaken. 
In most instances they revive only to die 
again. The exception is Rip Van Win 
kle. In those accounts involving pro 
phetic elements, the solution lies in the 
future, and there Is no pattern as to 
what will result after the waking of the 
sleeping hero.

All these myths are susceptible of 
psychological analysis. The sleeper is al 
ways the sleeping self—the ego in a 
state of suspended animation. The 
myth infers that this type of sleep is un 
natural or unusual; therefore it repre 
sents an abnormal suspension of the ani 
mation of consciousness.

The Greeks would interpret the fables 
in the terms of their mystical philos 
ophy. Ignorance is sleep, and that per 
son whose wisdom is not equal to the 
challenge of his requirements is properly 
described as slumbering. This gives us 
a useful though rather abstract key to 
the meaning of the riddle.

The human consciousness, in its nor 
mal state, is focused during physical life 
upon the problems of material existence. 
The consciousness is externalized, and 
for this state, the term waking, or 
awake, has been accepted as appropriate. 
Sleep may be defined as the retiring or 
withdrawing of the threshold of aware 
ness to the quality or condition of un 
awareness. Normal physical sleep is nec-
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essary to the restoration of the physical 
body which has been subjugated to the 
stress of conscious activity.

With the exception of those rare med 
ical cases of sleeping sickness such as 
that caused by the trypanosoma gam- 
bicnse there is no natural justification 
for periods of sleep extending beyond 
the normal rhythm operating in the 
animal world. The myth refers there 
fore to a special kind of sleep, symbol 
ical rather than literal, and the peculiar 
consequences attendant upon this kind 
of sleep.

If sleep is symbolical of the with 
drawal of the consciousness threshold 
or the corresponding detachment from 
external interest in activity, we can find 
the answer to the mystery in the study 
of human consciousness itself. Under 
certain conditions consciousness can be 
lured away from a state of objectivity 
into a state of subjectivity for long peri 
ods of time. During these periods the 
consciousness exists in a dream or trance 
condition almost completely detached 
from externals.

The normal flow of consciousness 
through the personality can be blocked 
by two psychological mechanisms; one 
of these is the defense mechanism, and 
the other is the escape mechanism. A 
defense mechanism is a barrier set up 
to protect the internal viewpoint from 
the challenge of externals which con 
tradict or deny the truth of the internal 
conviction. In other words, we defend 
ourselves from facts if these facts are un 
pleasant or contrary to our desires and 
inclinations. The defense begins with 
a voluntary denial of something evident, 
and in substance undeniable, and ends 
in a subconscious and automatic process 
of ignoring or rejecting all evidence 
which is contrary to our inclinations.

The escape mechanism is the process 
of substituting a desirable unreality for 
an undesirable reality. It is a mental 
process of running away. The con 
sciousness retreats from conflict or stress 
by denying the reality of the conflict, or 
by affirming its own complete detach 
ment from participation in or responsi 
bility for the conflict pattern.

The favorite method of using the

escape mechanism is to substitute the 
concept of an ultimate good for the con 
viction of a present ill. We run into the- 
future to get away from the present 
with its problems. We seek to solve the 
complex of living by departing com 
pletely from the complex, by becoming 
mental, emotional, or physical hermits. 
What the recluse fails to realize is that 
the attempt to escape from self is really 
an escape to self. The difficulties lie 
not in the environment but in the inter 
pretation of environment; therefore in 
the end the escape mechanism must fail.

When the focus of awareness de 
taches itself from object, and attempts to 
retire into subject, a problem in quali 
tative dimensions immediately arises- 
Only a very highly evolved individual 
is capable of internalizing faculties, 
without setting up mechanisms of intro 
version and frustration. The wise per 
son is not seeking to escape from any 
thing and his motive for the develop 
ment of internal consciousness is ideal 
istic and impersonal. Because he is not 
trying to escape, there is no conflict be 
tween internal and external values. A 
simple statement would be, so long as 
escape is the motive, escape is impossible-

The escape mechanism substitutes fan 
tasy for fact. Having created an im 
aginary sphere, the mind takes refuge in 
its own imagining. This world of fan 
tasy is Klingsore’s magic garden in the 
story of Parsifal, and the Venusberg of 
the Tannhäuser myth. Medieval magi 
cians referred to the world of fantasy 
as the astral light, an unreality conjured 
up by longing, suppressions, and so- 
called disillusionments. The disillusions 
merely substitute one illusion for an 
other, and by so doing ultimately com 
plicate their own difficulties.

The world of fantasy may be entirely 
internal, a secret and magic garden, 
populated with dream images, or it may 
be imposed upon the external environ 
ment in the form of a psychic coloring 
by which facts themselves are distorted 
or interpreted in terms of fantasy. Thus 
an inner attitude can be mirrored back 
from environment so that every circum 
stance of living seems to sustain and 
justify the beloved illusion.
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A simple example of psychic coloring 
can be drawn from the sphere of poli 
tics. An individual utterly addicted to 
a political party invests that party with 
a kind of glamor—all its vices become 
virtues, all its mistakes arise from noble 
intentions, its leaders are sanctified by 
veneration, and it becomes obvious that 
unless this party is in power, civilization 
itself will collapse. Conversely, the op 
posing party is devoid of any merit, its 
virtues are vices in disguise, its leaders 
are hypocrits, its platform is ruinous, 
and should it gain ascendancy the world 
would collapse into a common ruin.

The purpose of living is to estimate 
facts, and through the organization of 
the personality in harmony with those 
truths everywhere present in nature, 
the normal development of the value 
sense is assured. All these desirable ends 
are frustrated by glamor. If a person 
ality complex which is unreasonable 
gains ascendency over the collective 
viewpoint of the individual, he is ren 
dered incapable of benefiting from ex 
perience; thus the entire purpose of his 
living is destroyed, and years of life are 
wasted when they should have been ap 
plied to the accumulation of useful in 
formation.

Those years in which glamor obscures 
reason are, factually speaking, years of 
unconsciousness, symbolically, years of 
sleep. The individual is only awake 
when reason governs action. When 
glamor governs action the mind is en 
tranced or under a spell, and while 
under this spell, is unaware of the time 
and place dimensions which are essen 
tial to correct perspective. It is a com 
mon fault for human beings to “die” 
mentally years before they die physically. 
Mental death occurs the moment the in 
dividual is unable to cope with the chal 
lenge of adjustment to new ideas and 
larger patterns of thinking. This in 
ability to adjust creates an animosity 
between the person and his world. 
What he cannot accept he begins to re 
sent. The more he resents, the wider 
the interval becomes between himself 
and his environment. The wider this 
interval, the more complete his own

state of isolation until finally he stands 
alone in a world which he claims does 
not understand him, but in reailty, he 
is the one who does not understand his 
world.

The psychology of this situation is 
worth considering. The human being 
is most susceptible to the effect of en 
vironment during the early years of 
life. By the time a man reaches his 
twenty-first year, he has adjusted himself 
to the conditions of his time and place. 
Because the early impressions are vivid 
and intense, they survive throughout life 
and have a tendency to bind the intel 
lect to their own time and place. Later 
impressions are not so forceful because 
the adult begins to rationalize and in 
terpret, whereas the child only accepts 
and uses. The mental vitality may con 
tinue into middle life, but gradually the 
external world changes; the processes of 
social evolution lead away from the 
childhood experiences. The man who 
was born at a time when the horse and 
buggy represented transportation has a 
tempo of this mode of conveyance 
stamped in the vivid and impressionable 
years of adolescence. Gradually he 
grows up in a world which invents an 
automobile. This he learns to accept 
because he was still comparatively young 
while this machine was being developed 
and gaining in popularity. Then after 
he had reached those years of life which 
cause a man to “get set in his ways” he 
is confronted with the aeroplane, strato 
sphere liners, rocket planes and the like. 
These contraptions find no note of sym 
pathy in the experience mechanism with 
in himself. Without knowing why, he 
does not like them. Or if he is liberal 
minded, assumes that they are all right 
for the younger generation, but not for 
him. Finding more and more changes 
in the world’s ways of doing things 
which are distasteful, he finally hits 
upon the bright idea that his lack of 
adaptability is due to the fact that he 
is growing old. The notion seems to 
explain the circumstances, and the more 
he thinks about it the older he feels. 
The older he feels, the more justification 
he finds for his inability to adjust, so 
he gathers with others of his own gen-
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eration to reminisce about those good 
old days before the world went mad.

Diagnosing this case we realize that 
at some point in middle life this man 
died mentally. He reached the degree 
where the mind could no longer accept 
change and adjust to it enthusiastically. 
At that very moment that man ceased 
to be part of the forward motion of his 
world. He stood still in space where 
everything is motion. The moment he 
ceased to move with his times he be 
came acutely aware of motion around 
him. For the first time he realized the 
meaning of the word pressure. As long 
as he moved with life there was no con 
flict, but when he became a rock in 
the middle of the stream, the waters 
broke against him and began the pro 
cess of wearing him away.

This is the psychological meaning be 
hind the myths of the long sleepers. To 
escape persecution of the Roman Em 
peror (materiality) seven noble youths 
(the seven groups of brain faculties) hid 
themselves in a cave (the skull). 
Mohammed suggests that the physical 
body itself (the dog) went to sleep with 
them. Of course the seven sleepers did 
not know that they were asleep, and 
neither do these moderns who have 
taken refuge by introverting their cen 
ters of consciousness. The only way 
they discover the great amount of time 
that has passed is when one of them 
goes forth searching for food. By this 
we may understand that the necessities 
for survival ultimately force the indi 
vidual to re-establish his link with the 
external world. They learn that cen 
turies have passed, the time and the 
world have changed, that their families 
and friends are dead and that the new 
generation can neither understand nor 
accept them. While the Christian story 
has been dressed to point out a spiritual 
moral, the myth itself was borrowed 
from pagan origins where it definitely 
symbolized the frustration of the aware 
ness center.

Rip Van Winkle left home to escape 
a nagging wife. He escaped into a 
sphere of fantasy represented by the 
gnomes and dwarfs who spent their time 
playing games and carousing. Rip,

therefore, personifies escape from an un 
pleasant reality into a fantasy of irre 
sponsibility and detachment from the 
bondage of the reasonable. When he 
awakes he discovers that the world has 
moved on and left him behind and this 
is the sad but inevitable fate of those 
who seek solace in illusion.

The Chinese woodchopper is fascin 
ated by the two ancients playing their 
game of chess. These ancients were 
genii, the spirits of the Taoist pantheon. 
They can be interpreted as gods play 
ing the game of life. The woodchopper 
engrossed in the divine game, forgot his 
own estate (a common religious fault) 
and suddenly discovered that he had 
wasted his life contemplating abstrac 
tions and a game which he himself 
could never play.

The Japanese version has the same 
meaning. The beautiful maidens like 
the Lorelei are symbolical of sensory 
hypnosis, the centering of consciousness 
in the sphere of appetites and desires. 
Here again, is the magic sleep with its 
sad awakening.

Another type of the myth, that of the 
sleeping hero, is another interesting 
form of the escape mechanism. Here 
the substitution takes the form of an 
escape from present action into the fu 
ture when that which is not accom 
plished now will be attained in full mea 
sure. It is also a kind of day dreaming, 
a method of excusing weakness on the 
grounds that somewhere else some other 
time the noble actions will be performed. 
Of course this is the some other time 
that never comes, for as Socrates so well 
observed “Now is always the time for 
action.”

Most nations have their hero myths, 
and it is usual for these heroes of the 
past to be linked with the future by 
some promise or prophesy. The hero 
will return and lead his people to dom 
ination over the whole world. This 
feeling of ultimate superiority makes en 
durable a present state of inadequacy. 
Like the success mania it is a will of 
the wisp floating over the marshlands 
beckoning mortals to their own destruc 
tion.
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The sleeping heroes can also represent 
the latent or sleeping powers which evo 
lution is releasing through the ever un 
folding human personality. To wait for 
these powers to develop without effort 
and discipline is to fail in life, but to 
work daily to release hidden abilities is 
the way of wisdom.

The long sleepers are those content to 
dwell in a material dream though des 
tined by God and nature to be part of 
a spiritual reality. Our whole material 
way of life is a kind of sleep from 
which we awaken when our conscious 
ness is touched with the light of truth.

As Paracelsus has said, “There is an in 
visible sun which lights the soul of 
man.” When this rises within our lives 
we awake from our slumbers and be 
come truly alive. Until that day we 
sleep and dream, and our dreams are 
disturbed into morbid fears and uncer 
tainties.

Jacob Boehme, the German shoe 
maker-mystic wrote a book entitled The  
Aurora. This is the dawn light that 
rouses sleeping souls. It is the light of 
honest thinking breaking through the 
darkness of fantasy, revealing the truth 
itself to be more beautiful than the 
dream.
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