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•  T he soul pattern in our five senses and 
nutritional and reproductive powers

S even  K e y s  T o  H u m a n  

P e rso n a lity

A y r O S T  o f th e  p ro b le m s  t h a t  w e  fa ce  
in  th e  v e n tu re  o f  l iv in g  a re  d if f i  

c u lt ie s  w ith  th e  h u m a n  e q u a t io n , w ith  
h u m a n  n a tu re  as w e  f in d  i t  in  o u rse lv es  
a n d  in  th o se  w ith  w h o m  w e  c o m e  in  
c o n ta c t . T h e  w o rld  as a g re a t  u n iv e rsa l 
d is tr ib u t io n  d oes n o t ca u se  m u c h  tro u  
b le ; i t  is  th e  h u m a n  fa c to r  th a t  c o m  
p lica te s  o u r  l iv in g . I t  is  th e  so u rc e  o f  
m o s t  o f  o u r  w o rr y , f e a r ,  p a in , a n d  su f  
fe r in g .

T h e  ca u ses  c o m e  u n d e r  tw o  g e n e ra l 
h e a d in g s : th e  m is ta k e s  w e  m a k e ; a n d  
th e  m is ta k e s  t h a t  o th e r  p eo p le  m a k e . 
T h e  E g y p t ia n s , a lo n g  t im e  a g o , p h ilo  
so p h ica lly  co n s id e re d  th e  av e ra g e  h u m a n  
b e in g  as o n e  w h o  c a rr ie s  o n  h is  s h o u l 
d e rs  tw o  s a c k s , o n e  in  th e  f r o n t  a n d  th e  
o th e r  in  b a c k . In  th e  sa ck  in  f r o n t  h e 
p u ts  o th e r  p e o p le ’s m is ta k e s , a n d  in  th e  
sa ck  in  b a c k  h e  p u ts  h is  o w n  m is ta k e s ; 
a n d  th e n  ju s t  c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  
su d d e n ly  h e fa lls  ov er b a c k w a r d .

M a n  h a s  a te n d e n cy  to  e s t im a te  w h a t  
h a p p e n s to  h im  in  te rm s  o f  in ju s t ic e s  
c a u se d  b y  th o se  a ro u n d  h im . H e  is 
q u ite  c e r ta in  h is  l ife  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y , 
su cce ss fu l, a n d  c o m fo r ta b le , i f  o n ly  o th e r  
fo lk s  d id  n o t a c t  as th e y  d o . O u r  w o rld  
w o u ld  b e  q u ite  a  n ic e  p la ce  to  liv e  in  
i f  i t  w e re  n o t f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  d ic ta to r s ; 
o u r  c o u n try  w o u ld  b e  p e r fe c tly  w o n d e r  

f u l  i f  i t  w e re  n o t fo r  a fe w  p o lit ic ia n s ; 
a n d  o u r  fa m ily  w o u ld  h av e v ery  close  
t ie s  i f  it  w e re  n o t  fo r  c e r ta in  re la tiv e s . 
A s  in d iv id u a ls  w e  w o u ld  b e  su b lim e ly  
h ap p y  i f  o th e r  p e o p le  w o u ld  ce a se  m a k  
in g  a c a re e r  o u t  o f  d is c o m fit in g  u s.

I t  is ra re  in d e e d  to  f in d  a n  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  h a s  c o m e  to  th e  p h ilo so p h ic  c o n  
c lu s io n  th a t  h is  l if e  is in  h is  o w n  k e e p  
in g ;  th a t  th e  th in g s  th a t  h a p p e n  to  h im  
a re  a lw a y s  g e a re d  t o  th e  th in g  h e  h im  
se lf  is.

I t  is  q u ite  p o ssib le  to  p ro v e , c o n  
c lu s iv e ly , t h a t  o th e rs  a re  th e  ca u se  o f  
o u r  t ro u b le . B u t  it  is a lso  e q u a lly  easy  
to  p ro v e , i f  w e  so  d e s ire , t h a t  n o th in g  
h a p p e n s  to  u s t h a t  is  n o t th e  re s u lt  o f  
o u r  o w n  te m p e r a m e n t . I n  th is  re a liz a  
t io n  is  th e  se c re t  o f  th e  su cce ss fu l a n d  
h ap p y  l i f e ;  a n d  w e  g a in  co n s id e ra b ly  i f  
w e  a n a ly z e  a n d  c o n s id e r  th e  e le m e n ts  
in v o lv e d .

A  c e r ta in  r ic h  m a n  b r o u g h t  h is  son 
to  D io g e n e s  as a p u p il . “ W h a t  w o u ld  
i t  p ro f it  m y  bo y  to  stu d y  w ith  y o u ? ” 
h e  a sk e d . “ L e t  u s  g e t  th is  d o w n  to  
f in a n c ia l  t e r m s ; h o w  m u c h  is  i t  g o in g  
to  b e  w o r th  to  th e  b o y  i f  I  sp e n d  te n  
th o u sa n d  d ra c h m a s  to  h a v e  h im  ed u  
c a t e d ? ”  D io g e n e s , w ith  th e  d e lig h tfu l  
h u m o r f o r  w h ic h  h e  is  fa m o u s , re p lie d : 
“ I t  w ill  b e  o f  p ro fit  o n ly  in  o n e  re sp e ct.
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W h e n  y o u r  so n  g o e s  to  see  th e  O ly m p ic  
g a m e s  a n d  se a ts  h im s e lf  o n  a  s to n e  
b e n c h  in  th e  a r e n a , i f  h e  has stu d ied  
w i th  m e , th e n  h e  w ill  n o t  b e  a  p a r t i  
c ip a n t  in  th a t  c u r io u s  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  
o n e  s to n e  s i t t in g  o n  a n o th e r .”

A n d  t h a t  a b o u t  su m s u p  th e  p ro fit  o f  
p h ilo s o p h ic  te a c h in g s  tru ly  a n d  s im p ly .

T h e  p u rp o se  o f  p h ilo so p h y  is  to  a ss is t 
th e  in d iv id u a l in  th e  p ra c tic a l  p ro b le m  
o f  a n a ly z in g  h is  d a ily  l if e ,  so  th a t  h e  
m a y  a p p r o a c h  a ll th in g s  w ith  m o re  
le a r n in g . L e a r n in g  m a k e s  h is  l if e  m o re  
s im p le , h a p p ie r , a n d  e a s ie r , fo r  p ro b le m s 
a re  n o  lo n g e r  seen  in  fa ls e  m a g n itu d e . 
T h e  p e r s o n a l  c u rse  o f  ig n o r a n c e  is  in  
tH e re a c tio n  o f  fa ls e  v a lu e s  u p o n  us in  
d a ily  l ife . T h e  r e a l iz a t io n  w e re q u ire  
is  th a t  e v e r y th in g  a ro u n d  u s w e  in te r  
p re t  in  te rm s  o f  th e  th in g  t h a t  is  w ith in  
u s . Ig n o r a n c e  is  th u s  a  k in d  o f  a s t ig  
m a tis m  th r o u g h  w h ic h  w e  lo o k  a t  th e  
w o rld .

I f  w e  a re  o u t o f  o r d e r , th e  w o rld  is 
o u t  o f  o rd e r . I f  th e r e  is  c h a o s  w ith in  
u s , th e r e  is  c o n fu s io n  a ll a b o u t u s . W e  
see  n o t  a lo n e  w h a t  w e  lo o k  f o r ;  w e  see 
w h a t  w e  a r e ; an d  w h a t  is  re fle c te d  b a c k  
t o  u s  is th e  re f le c t io n  o f  o u r o w n  d is  
o r g a n iz a t io n . T h i s  is  n o t  a  p la t itu d e ; 
i t  is  d e m o n stra b le  in  a  th o u s a n d  w a y s.

H u m a n  b e in g s  a t  th is  t im e  a fe  n o t 
p e r fe c t ,  a re  n o t  w ith o u t  e r r o r , a n d  i t  is 
n o t  to  b e  su p p o sed  th a t  th e y  sh a ll liv e  
in  c o m p le te  t r a n q u il i ty  u n d e r  a ll c o n d i 
t io n s . T h e r e  is, h o w e v e r , a m a g n if ic e n t  
g a m e  to  b e  p la y e d , th e  g a m e  o f  t ry in g  
t o  liv e  w e ll, b y  m e e tin g  ev ery  e m e rg e n c y  
w ith  a  s tr e n g th  w ith in  o u rse lv e s . I f  w e  
p lay  th e  g a m e  th is  w a y  w e  a re  su re  in  
o u r  l iv in g  to  co m e  o u t a h e a d  o f  th o se  
w h o  a re  w ith o u t  p h ilo so p h ic  in s ig h t  to  
b a c k  u p  th e ir  h o p e s a n d  d e s ire s . W e  
a ll h o p e  fo r  th e  b e s t ;  b u t h o p in g  is o f  
v a lu e  o n ly  w h e n  it  is b a c k e d  b y  a  p r o  
g r a m  o f  a c t io n  t h a t  m e r its  th e  th in g  
h o p ed  fo r .

H a p p in e s s  b e in g  cu rio u s ly  l in k e d  w  
o u r  o w n  p e rso n a lity  a n d  o u r a t t i t u  
a n d  co n v ic tio n s  to w a rd  l ife  i t  is im p
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i f  w è  c a n , th e  fo rc e s  a n d  p o w e rs  a t  
w o r k  in  o u r  o w n  d is p o s it io n s  a n d  p er 
so n a lit ie s , fo r  i t  is  b y  th e s e  t h a t  o u r  d a i 
ly  e x p e r ie n c e  is  co lo re d  a n d  d is c o lo re d .

T h e  A n c ie n ts  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  h u m a n  
b o d y  w a s m e re ly  a  v e h ic le  o f  m a n ife s ta  
t io n , a  re c e p ta c le  in to  w h ic h  w a s p o u red  
th e  s tre a m s  o f  p o w e r  w h ic h  d escen d ed  
f r o m  th e  m y s te r io u s , s u b je c t iv e  l if e  o f  
th e  in d iv id u a l ; a n d  so  i t  is  n e v e r  fa ir , 
n o r  h o n e s t, n o r  r ig h t  to  th in k  o f  a  p er 
so n  in  te r m s  m e re ly  o f  b o d y . W e  
sh o u ld  th in k  o f  a p e rso n  m o re  as a  p er 
so n a lity  c o m p le x  o r  te m p e r a m e n t , w h ic h , 
m a n ife s t in g  t h r o u g h  a  b o d y , v a rio u sly  
d is to r ts  t h a t  b o d y , s u r r o u n d in g  it  w ith  
u n n e c e ssa ry  h a z a r d s  w h ic h  a re  n o t d u e 
to  th e  s tre s s  o f  th e  w o r ld , b u t  o f  th e  
p e r so n a lity  its e lf . M a n  is a k in d  o f  c o m  
p le te  c o m p o s ite . O n ly  in  th e  m o s t  s im p le , 
b io lo g ic a l  sen se o f  th e  w o rd  is  h is  l ife  
d e p e n d e n t u p o n  h is  e n v ir o n m e n t. H e  
m u s t  h a v e  s u n lig h t , n o u r is h m e n t , w a te r , 
f ir e , p ro te c tiv e  c lo th in g , a n d  o th e r  n e c e s  
sa ry  u t i l it ie s  o f  e x is te n c e . H e  is  d e p e n  
d e n t u p o n  h is  w o rld  fo r  th e  p re se rv a  
t io n  o f  h is  b o d y , b e c a u se  h is  b o d y  is 
p a r t  o f  t h a t  w o r ld ; in  o b e d ie n c e  t o  its 
la w s i t  m u s t  b e  n o u r is h e d  a n d  su sta in e d  

■ a c c o r d in g  to  th e  n a tu ra l e d ic ts  o f  e x is  
te n c e . B u t ,  as m art is  n o t  m e re ly  h is 
b o d y , th a t  o th e r  p a rt  w h ic h  h è  k n o w s  
as h im s e lf  is  n o t s u b je c t  to  th e  la w s  
g o v e r n in g  bo d y  o th e r  th a n  in  b e in g  
m in d fu l  o f  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  m a tte r ,  th e  
e x h a u s tio n  o r  d e p le tio n  o f  b o d y  b y  u n  
re a s o n a b le  e x ce sse s .

O u r  p e rso n a lity  b e lo n g s  to  a  w o rld  
b e y o n d  o u r  p h y s ica l l i f e .  A n y  l im ita  
t io n  im p o se d  u p o n  i t  by  N a tu r e  c o m e s  
th r o u g h  d is il lu s io n m e n t  o r  in to x ic a t io n  
o f  its  Soul p o w e r . T h e  G r e e k s  e x  
p la in e d  th is  in  a  s im p le  w a y . T h e y  
s a id : W h e n  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  descends 
in to  b ir th , th é  soul p asses a cro ss  a 
s tra n g e  r iv e r , w h ic h  is  th e  R iv e r  o f  
L e th e ,  a n d  d r in k s  o f  th e  w a te rs  o f  fo r  
g e tfu ln e s s . S o , m a n  is b o rn  in to  l ife  
u n m in d fu l  o f  h is  tru e  e s ta te  in  N a t u r e ;  
b lin d e d  by  a n  in to x ic a t io n , h e  is n o  
lo n g e r  a w a re  o f  h is  su p re m a c y  o v e r  m a  
te r ia l  th in g s . T h e  so u l is  m o re  o r  less 
in  a  s ta te  o f h y p n o sis . I t  ta k e s  u p o n  it- 
se if  th e  i llu s io n  o f  m a tte r , i t  re g a r d s
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i ts e lf  a s  b o u n d  by  m a te r ia l  th in g s  a n d  
m a te r ia l  l im ita t io n , a n d  p o in ts  i ts  a t te n  
t io n  to w a rd  p h y s ica l a n d  m a te r ia l  c o n  
ce rn s  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a ll  o th e rs . I t  
th u s  a d h e re s  to  th e  e rro n e o u s  b e lie f  th a t  
th e  p u rp o se  o f  l i f e  is  p h y s ica l, t h a t  th é  
a ch ie v e m e n ts  o f  l if e  a re  to  b e  m e a su re d  
in  te r m s  o f  p h y s ica l re s u lts . I t  is  th is  
i llu s io n  w h ic h  lea d s h u m a n  b e in g s  to  
d e d ica te  th e ir  n a tu r a l  sp a n  o f  l i f e  to  
w a rd  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  w e a lth , to  th e  
fu l f i l lm e n t  o f  a m b it io n , a n d  th e  a t ta in  
m e n t  o f  p o w e r . T h e s e  e n d s , in  th e tti-  
se lv es  illu s io n a ry , a re  e n tire ly  u n w o rth y  
o f  th e  p o w e r  t h a t  lie s  lo c k e d  w ith in  
m a n  h im s e lf . Y e a r  a f te r  y e â r , h e  w ill 
s tru g g le  w ith  th e s e  c u r io u s  illu s io n s , d e  
fe n d  th e m , e v e n  b e  w il l in g  to  d ie  fo r  
t h e m ; b e  w il l in g  to  o b sc u re  e v e ry  p a rt  
erf h is  s p ir itu a l c o n c e p t  m e re ly  f o r  th e  
a t ta in m e n t  a n d  p re se rv a tio n  o f  h is  m a  
te r ia l  p u rp o se s . T h i s  is th e  b a s ic  i l lu  
s io n , th e  i llu s io n  t h a t  o u r  liv e s  w e re  in  
te n d e d  to  b e  d e v o te d  to  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t 
o f  m a te r ia l  su ccess .

F r o m  th is  b a s ic  i llu s io n  a re  su sp en d ed  
p ra c tic a lly  a l l  o th e rs . A c c e p ta n c e  o f  
th e  p h y s ic a l  w o rld  as a  re a lity  is  th e  
s u p re m e  ig n o r a n c e .

T o  g o  a  l it t le  d e e p e r : I f  w e  w o u ld  
t h in k  o f  w is d o m  a s  a  m e a n s  to w a rd  
s o lu tio n , th e n  w e  m u s t  b e g in  w ith  e x a  
m in a tio n  o f  th e  v a lu e s  t h a t  l ie  b e h in d  
m a te r ia l  a t t itu d e s  a n d  co n v ic t io n s . A s  
w e  e x a m in e  th e s e  v a lu e s  w e  g ra d u a lly  
o r g a n iz e  o u r  liv e s  th r o u g h  th o u g h ts  th a t  
a re  n o  lo n g e r  s u b je c t  to  th e  a v e ra g e  p e r  
so n ’s p a t te r n  o f  th re a te n e d  p a in  a n d  
p le a su re . T h e  G r e e k s  re a liz e d  t h a t  th e  
h y p n o s is  o f  th e  w o rld  is in te n s ifie d  by  
th e  c o n tin u e d  a d d ic t io n  to  w o rld lin e ss  
o f  h u m a n  b e in g s . A ro u n d  u s th e n , a t  
a ll t im e s , a re  in n u m e r a b le  e x a m p le s  o f  
th e  th in g s  n o t  t o  d o .

O u r  m a te r ia l  c iv i l iz a t io n  is a  s e tu p  for 
b r in g in g  o r d e r  in t o  t h e  liv e s  o f  th o se  
W h o h a v e  n o  o r d e r  in  th e m s e lv e s ; o u rs  
is  a  w o r ld  g e a re d  to  th e  b e lie f  t h a t  ig  
n o ra n c e  is in e v ita b le  a n d  u n iv e rs a l. W e  
a r e  co n s ta n tly  s u rro u n d e d  b y  th o se  w h o  
a re  steep ed  in  c o n c e its  a n d  fa lla c ie s . 
T h u s  th e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s : H o w  c a n  w e  
liv e  s in q e re ly , h o n e s d y , a n d  w ise ly  in  
a  w o r ld , th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  is  a  
l i t t le  m a d ?

T h i s  is  a  q u e s t io n  th a t  o r d in a r ily  is  
m e t  w ith  th e  m o s t  p r o v e r b ia l  o f  e x  
c u se s ; t h a t  o u r  m is fo r tu n e s  a n d  fa ilu re s  
a re  d u e  t o  ( a )  th e  p re ssu re  o f  e n v ir o n  
m e n t , o r  ( b )  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  o u r  t im e . 
W e  c o u ld  a ll b e  h a p p y  l iv in g  in  th e  
G o ld e n  A g e ;  in s te a d , w e  liv e  in  th e  a g e  
o f  g o ld , a n d  a re  a ll  u n h a p p y . A  u n i  
v e rsa l b r o th e r h o o d  o f  m e n  co u ld  o f  
co u rs e  b e  se t u p ; th e n  w e  co u ld  b e  
b r o th e r ly  w ith o u t  b e in g  im p o se d  u p o n ; 
b ú t , as i t  is , w h e n e v e r  w e  w o u ld  d o  a  
g o o d  d e e d , th e  se lf ish n e ss  w ith in  u s  in  
te rp o se s , a n d  e v e n  i f  w e  su rv iv e  th a t ,  
a n d  th e  g o o d  d eed  liv e s , th e n  th e  in  
g r a t i tu d e  a n d  in d if fe r e n c e  o f  th e  w o rld  
d is c o u ra g e s  u s .

A lw a y s  th e r e  se e m s to  b e  a  g o o d  re a  
so n  f o r  o u r  se lf ish n e ss . W e  a re  c o n  
v in ce d  t h a t  it  is  im p r a c t ic a l ,  i f  n o t  im  
p o ss ib le , to  p ra c tic e  th e  v ir tu e s  t h a t  a re  
n a tu ra l to  o u r  h e a rts . S o  t h r o u g h  a  
se r ie s  o f  c o m p r o m is e s  w e  a ss u m e  a n d  
a c c e p t  th a t  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill  
a n d  c a n  f r u s tr a te  a n y  in te n t io n  o f  o u r  
o w n .

I f  p h ilo so p h y  is t o  a ss is t  u s , in  n o  
w a y  c a n  it  b e  m o re  u s e fu l th a n  in  p u t 
t in g  in  o rd e r  th e s e  b a s ic  p e rso n a lity  c o n  
v ic t io n s  a n d  g iv in g  u s  a  p h ilo s o p h ic  
v ie w p o in t  o n  th é  in c id e n ts  o f  l i f e  a n d  
to w a rd  l if e  as a  w h o le . T h e  c la ss ic a l 
p h ilo so p h e rs , u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  in te r  
p r e t in g  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l, 
h a v e  g iv e n  u s  a  n u m b e r  o f  in te r e s tin g  
d e fin it io n s  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  c a ll  th e  a n  
im a . T h e  a n im a  is  th e  p o w e r , th e  
cu r io u s  v ita lity , t h a t  liv e s  w ith in  u s . 
I t  w a s  th e  b e lie f  o f  th e  E g y p t ia n  p rie s ts  
t h a t  th e  h u m a n  so u l w a s  a g e o m e tr ic  
p a t te r n ; t h a t  i t  w a s p e r fe c tly  p o ss ib le  to  
m a k e  a  r e p ro d u c tio n  o r  re p re s e n ta t io n
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o f  i t  a s  fo r m , l ik e  a  g e o m e tr ic a lly  fo rm e d  
s n o w fla k e . I t  re p re se n te d  a  m a g n if ic e n t  
p a t te r n  o f  e n e rg y , an d  th is  p a t te r n  o f  
e n e rg y  w a s  s e p te n a ry ; t h a t  is , i t  w a s  d i 
v id e d  in to  sev en  p a rts . T h e y  re c o g n iz e d  
se v e n  fo r m s  o r  s ta te s  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l, 
a n d  th e s e  sev en  p a rts  as m a n ife s t in g  
th r o u g h  th e  bod y  by  m e a n s  o f  sev en  
p o w e rs . T h e s e  se v e n  p o w e rs  co n sisted  
o f  th e  f iv e  se n se s , th e  n u tr it io n a l p o w e r , 
a n d  th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  p o w e r ; a l l  sev e n  
w e re  p re se n t as m a n ife s ta tio n s  in  th e  
p h y s ic a l p r in c ip le , b e a r in g  w itn e ss  to  th e  
im p u ls e  b e h in d  th e  p e r so n a lity  its e lf .

V a r io u s  d e fin it io n s  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  
as to  w h a t  th e  so u l a c tu a lly  is. P ro b a b ly  
o n e  o f  th e  b est d e f in it io n s  is , t h a t  th e  
so u l is  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  v a lu e s  as 
th e  re s u lt  o f  m a n y  liv e s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  
in  th e  w o r ld . E x p e r ie n c e  b u ild s  so u l 
p o w e r . S o u l p o w e r  h a s  n o  th e o re t ic a l  
fo u n d a t io n ; it  m u s t  b e  th e  re s u lt  o f  
p ra c tic a l  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  liv  
in g . I t  is  th e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  f in a l a s s im ila  
t io n  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  w e  d o , a n d  th e  
th in g s  t h a t  a re  d o n e  to  u s . W h e n  th ese  
v a lu e s  a re  p u t in  o r d e r , as in  a  d o u b le -  
e n tr y  b o o k k e e p in g  sy s te m , t h e  v a lu e s  
h a v e  been , re co rd e d  in  co n sc io u sn e ss  as 
fa c ts ,  a n d  a re  th e  b a s is  o f  fu tu r e  a c t io n . 
T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  so u l is m a n ’s e x p e r ie n c e -  
n a tu r e . I t  is h is  e x p e r ie n c e -m e c h a n is m  
se t  u p  th r o u g h  v a st cy c les  o f  t im e , b e  
in g  c o n s ta n tly  e n r ic h e d  b y  n e w  o b se rv a  
t io n , n e w  r e f le c t io n , n e w  e x p e r im e n ta  
t io n , an d  a g ra d u a l a s s im ila t io n  o f  a n  
c ie n t  tra d it io n .

T r a d it io n  is th e  so u l o f  a p eo p le , fo r  
i t  p e rp e tu a te s  w ith in  its  re c o rd s  th e  h is-
to r y  o f  th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  a n d  e x p e rie n ce s  
o f  p eo p les. S a c re d  b o o k s , f o r  e x a m p le , 
a re  th e  a cco u n ts  an d  th e  re c o rd s  o f  e x  
p e r im e n ta t io n s  a n d  tra d it io n s  in  th e  p h i 
lo so p h y  o f  l ife . W e  c u s to m a r ily  th in k  
th e y  w e re  w r itte n  by a c e r ta in  g ro u p  o f 
p e rso n s  o r  w e re  w r itte n  a t  o n e  t im e , 
b u t  th is  is  n o t tru e . S a c re d  b o o k s  a c c u  
m u la te  o v e r lo n g  p erio d s o f  t im e . S u b  
je c t  b o th  to  o c ca s io n a l re v is io n  a n d  p eri- 
- Ica ^ w r i t in g ,  it  is  th e  r e -w r ite r  w h o  
is  u su a lly  g iv e n  th e  c re d it  o f  b e in g  th e

s e lv e s 3!  auLth o r - , T h o s e  w h o se t th e m -
c o d r  fr»° uh e  t3S^ ° f  P re P a r in g  a m o ra l 
“ d e  f o r  th e  w o r ld , f ir s t  o f  a ll d ip  d eep

in to  a n t iq u ity  a n d  th e n  re c o rd  th e  o b  
s e rv a tio n s  an d  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  h u m a n  b e  
in g s  o v e r  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  t im e ; fo r  i t  is  
th e s e  o b se rv a tio n s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t  
d e m o n s tra te  th e  in e v ita b le s  o f  l if e ,  a n d  
th e s e  in e v ita b le s  b e c o m e  o u r  sc r ip tu re s .

T h e  r e l ig io n s  o f  th e  w o rld  h av e  s ta te d , 
— a ll fo r ty  o f  th e m — t h a t  th e  G o ld e n  
R u le  is s p ir itu a l la w ; a n d  th is  is  n o t  b e  
ca u se  i t  w a s w r itte n  in  th e  b e g in n in g  
b y  th e  h a n d  o f  G o d  o n  a ta b le t  o f  s to n e , 
b u t  b e ca u se  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  tra d it io n  
o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  i t  h a s  b e e n  p ro v ed  
s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g . C e r ta in  p a th s  o f  
f u n c t io n  w h ic h  b r in g  a b o u t  c o n s tru c t iv e  
re su lts  h a v e  b e c o m e  o u r  sp ir itu a l c o d e s ; 
th e y  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  d o w n  to  u s fro m  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r  ra c e , b u t by  a d d i 
t io n  a n d  a d a p ta t io n  th e y  a r e  th e  co d es 
o f  th e  d if fe r e n t  ra c e s  a n d  n a tio n s . In  
p r in c ip le  th e y  a re  th e  so u l rec o rd  o f  
h u m a n  e ffo r t .

A ls o , w e  c a n  see  t h a t  h is to ry  is p a rt  
o f  th e  so u l tra d it io n  o f  n a tio n s  a n d  
ra ce s . A  w e a lth  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  g iv e s  th e  
fo u n d a tio n  u p o n  w h ic h  to  b u ild  fu tu re  
e x p e r ie n c e , an d  is  e q u iv a le n t  in  h is to ry ’s  
re c o rd e d  tr a d it io n  to  th e  so u l p o w e r 
w ith in  th e  l if e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l h im  
se lf.

T h e  t ra d it io n s  o f  n a t io n s  a re  in s c r ib e d , 
w r it te n , a n d  re c o rd e d , a n d  w e m a y  re a d  
th e m  i f  w e  so  d e s ire ; b u t th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
re c o rd s  o f  a  s in g le  h u m a n  b e in g  a re  n o t 
m a d e  so  e a s ily  a v a ila b le . T h e  e x  
p e r ie n c e  re c o rd s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l co m e  
th ro u g h  h im  in  th e  fo r m  o f  im p u ls e ; 
th e y  c o m e  th r o u g h  h im  in  th e  fo r m  o f  
c e r ta in  in s t in c tu a l  re a c tio n s  to  th e  th in g s  
th a t  h a p p e n  a b o u t h im , a n d  th e  lev el o f  
c o n sc io u sn e ss  in  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro cess  
is  d e te r m in e d  by  th e se  in s tin c tu a l re a c  
t io n s . O n e  in d iv id u a l w ill re a c t  in  o n e  
w a y , a n d  a n o th e r  w ill re a c t  in  a n o th e r  
w a y  to  th e  sa m e  s t im u lu s . T h i s  is  th e  
k e y  to  so u l p o w e r . T h e  in d iv id u a l w h o , 
w h e n  o f f  g u a r d , b e co m e s  a n g r y  o v e r  
so m e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  is  e n tir e ly  d if fe r e n t  
fro m  th e  in d iv id u a l w h o , u n d e r  th e  
sa m e  p ro v o c a tio n , a c ts  in s tin c tiv e ly  w ith  
o u t a n g e r .

I n  o u r  d a ily  l iv e s  w e  p e n a liz e  c e r ta in  
re a c tio n s . A  p e rso n  re a c ts  u n fa v o ra b ly  
to  a s t im u lu s , an d  w e  say  h e  is a n  in -
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fe r io r  ty p e  o f  p e rso n . W e  d e c id e  th a t  
in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r  h e  is  n o t  as 
p le a sa n t, n o t  as c h a r m in g , n o t  a s  su ita b le  
fo r  o u r a c q u a in ta n c e  as a n  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  h a s  re a c te d  m o re  co n s tru c t iv e ly . T o  
m e a s u r e  u p  to  th is  c h a lle n g e  o f  re sp e c  
ta b il ity  o u rse lv e s , w e  set u p  a g u a rd  
o v e r  o u rse lv e s . R e a l iz in g  w e  h a v e  a  
s h a rp  to n g u e , w e  p u t a c u rb  u p o n  i t ;  
a n d , b y  e x e rc ise  o f  w i ll ,  in s u re  t h a t  re  
g a rd le s s  o f  h o w  w e  m a y  fe e l  a b o u t  a 
c e r ta in  th in g , w e  w ill  b e  d e c e n t  a b o u t 
i t  f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  o u r  re s p e c ta b ility . A n d  
w e  a re  q u ite  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  o th e r  p e o  
p le  w ill  n o t k n o w  w h a t  w e  t h in k  o r  
fe e l , u n le ss  w e re le a se  th e  k e y  to  o u r  
a t t i tu d e  th ro u g h - a c t io n  o r  w o r d s . I f  
w e  ca n  k e e p  th e  o u te r  m a n ife s ta t io n  o n  
a  p la n e  o f  e le g a n c e , w e  w ill  b e  g e n e ra lly  
su sp e c te d  o f  e le g a n c e . I f  w e  k e e p  a 
bad  d is p o s it io n  u n d e r  p o w e r fu l r e s tr a in t , 
th is  w ill  ca rr y  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  w e 
h a v e  a  g o o d  d is p o s it io n . T o  a  d e g re e  
th is  d is s e m b lin g  is n e ce ssa ry , b e ca u se  
w ith  e v e ry o n e  a c t in g  e x a c d y  as h e  fee ls , 
o u rs  w o u ld  b e  a p o o r  w o rld  to  liv e  in . 
S o , in  th e  n a m e  o f  c o m m o n  d e ce n cy , 
w e  fr u s tr a te  c e r ta in  o f  o u r  im p u lse s  an d  
w a lk  a ro u n d  in a u d ib ly  r e p e a tin g  th r o u g h  
lo ck e d  ja w s , “ I  a m  n o t  g o in g  to  say  i t .  
I  a m  n o t  g o in g  to  say  i t .  S o  h e lp  m e .” 
T h i s  p ro ce d u re  is  o n e  t h a t  o f  co u rse  
se ts  u p  a  co n s id e ra b le  a m o u n t  o f  te n  
s io n , y e t i t  is  th e  a c tu a l b a s is  o f  th e  
la r g e r  p a rt  o f  o u r  m o r a li ty . I f  o n e  
co u ld  b e  h u n g  f o r  h is  th o u g h ts , fe w  o f  
u s w o u ld  g e t  o u t o f  th is  w o rld  a liv e .

T h i s  o u te r  v e s tm e n t  o f  in te g r ity  has 
b e c o m e  n e ce ssa r ily  a cce p te d  a n d  ev en  
to  a  d e g re e  sty lish , a n d  so  w e  in c l in e  to  
a  fe e l in g  th a t  i f  w e d o  h av e  th is  s tro n g

re s tr a in t  u p o n  o u r  n a tu re s , th e n  w e  a re  
s tro n g e r . A n d  a lso  th a t  w e  a re  p e rso n s 
o f  f in e  q u a lit ie s , a n d  in d e e d  r ig h te o u s  
c it iz e n s . W e  h a v e  p la ce d  a ll o u r e m  
p h a sis  u p o n  c o n tr o l . I n  d e fe n se  o f  o u r 
o u te r  a p p e a r a n c e s  w e  k e e p  o u r  less re  
sp e c ta b le  v ice s  o f  d is p o s it io n  in  th e  
q u ie tu d e  an d  se cre cy  o f  o u r  p e rso n a l 
l iv e s ; a n d  a f te r  th e  fa m ily  f ig h t  is  o v e r  
a n d  m o st  o f  th e  d is h e s  h av e  b e e n  
b r o k e n , th e n  w e  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  b e ll i  
g e re n ts  a ll  d re ss  u p  a n d  g o  o u t  a r m  in  
a rm . T h e  w o rld  m u s t  see  u s a t  o u r 
b e st.

T h i s  b e lie f  t h a t  re s p e c ta b ility  is  c o n  
tro lle d  is  o n e  o f  th e  g r e a t  fa lla c ie s  o f  
o u r  e s t im a te  o f  l i f e .  A c tu a lly , n o  in  
d iv id u a l is  a n y  b e tte r  in  te rm s  o f  q u a li  
ty  th a n  h e  is w h e n  h e  is  n o t t r y in g  to  
b e  g o o d . O u r  t r u e  le v e l o f in te g r ity  is  
d e te r m in e d  in  a  s ta te  o f  co m p le te  r e la x  
a t io n .

T h e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th is  s e lf-c o n  
tro l  a n d  th e  d is c ip lin e s  o f  th e  p h ilo  
s o p h ic  l ife  is , p h ilo so p h y  se e k s to  co r 
re c t  th e  im p u lse  m e c h a n is m  a t  its  so u rc e , 
so  th a t  n o th in g  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  th e  p e r  
so n a lity  th a t  is in c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  
g o o d  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n a lity , a n d  th e  g o o d  
o f  th e  w o r ld . T h e  g e n e r a l b e lie f  is  v ery  
d e fin ite  th a t  i f  w e  c a n  m a in ta in  a g e n  
e r a l  o v e r -c o a t in g  o f  re s p e c ta b ility  th e n  
n o  o n e  w ill  k n o w  th a t  w e  a re  h a v in g  
c e r ta in  te m p e r a m e n ta l  d if f ic u ltie s . W e  
b e lie v e  o u r  b a d  d is p o s it io n  is  a p e r fe c t  
secre t. T h e  t r u th  is , th e  o n ly  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  is  d e ce iv e d  in  re g a rd  to  th e  b a d  
d is p o s it io n  is th e  o n e  w h o  h a s  i t .  O n ly  
c a n  w e  d e ce iv e  o u rse lv e s ; in  a th o u s a n d  
sm a ll a n d  m y s te r io u s  w a y s th a t  bad  d is  
p o s itio n  le a k s  th r o u g h ; it  e sc a p e s  f r o m
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th e  b o n d s o f  o u r  w ill p o w e r  a n d  sta m p s 
i t s e l f  as d is a ste r  u p o n  th e  c e n te r  a n d  
c ir c u m fe r e n c e  o f  o u r  e n v ir o n m e n t.
’  T h i s  c o n s ta n t  c o n f lic t  b e tw e e n  a  p r im  
it iv e  in te r n a l  a n d  a  r a th e r  so p h is tica te d  
e x te r n a l  is re s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n u m b e r  o f 
n e rv o u s  a i lm e n ts  f r o m  w h ic h  w e  s u ffe r . 
I n  a la r g e r  w a y  it  is  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
g r e a t  d is il lu s io n m e n t  t h a t  c o m e s  to  us 
w h e n  o u r  w o r ld  a s  a  w h o le  g e ts  in to  
tr o u b le . O n ly  a  fe w  d a y s a g o  a  k in d  
ly  in te n t io n e d  b u t b a d ly  d is p o s it io n cd  
f r ie n d  o p e n e d  u p  th is  w a y  to  m e : “Y o u  
k n o w , I  ju s t  c a n ’t  b e lie v e  i t !  I  ju s t  can't 
b e lie v e  i t ! ”  I  a sk e d  w h a t  i t  w a s h e 
c o u ld n ’t  b e lie v e . “ I  ju s t  c a n ’t b e lie v e  
a  w o rld  a s  h ig h ly  ev o lv e d  as o u rs  co u ld  
g e t  in to  th e  d if f ic u ltie s  o f  th is  w a r . 
H e r e  w e  h a v e  h a d  p u b lic  sc h o o ls , re  
l ig io n s , g o v e r n m e n ts , e d u c a t io n , a r ts , 
a n d  s c ie n c e s . W e  lo o k  b a c k  w ith  sco rn  
u p o n  th e  b a r b a r ia n s  o f  lo n g  a g o . A n d  
lo o k  a t  w h a t  w e  a re  d o in g  n o w !”

T h e  a n s w e r  w a s  ea sy . O u r  so -ca lled  
p ro g re ss  h a s  b e en  la rg e ly  by w ill  p o w e r 
c o n tr o l .  W e  a re  n o t th e  c iv iliz e d  p eo p le  
t h a t  w e  w a n t  o th e rs  to  th in k  w e  a re . 
J u s t  as a  g ro u p  o f  d is tin g u ish e d  c it iz e n s  
g a th e r  in  a ll th e ir  d ig n ity  a t  so m e  p u b lic  
f u n c t io n ,  a n d  t h e n  a ll g o  h o m e  a n d  
s ta r t  n a g g in g  th e ir  fa m il ie s , so  is  o u r  
d ig n ity  a ll  u p o n  th e  o u ts id e ; w ith in  is 
a n a c h in g  v o id  w h e re  c u ltu r a l v a lu es 
sh o u ld  b e  lo d g e d ; a n d  b e ca u se  w e  sp en d  
o u r  t im e  s e ll in g  o th e rs  o u r  re s p e c ta b ility , 
b u t  h a v e  n e v e r  so ld  o u rse lv e s  o u r  o w n  

d o .v r ' T k  P ^ io d ic a l ly  o u r  f r o n t  b re a k s

r iu h t ' h C M âCC ° ^ ’ ^ o d  th e r e , 
g  b e n e a th  th e  s u r fa c e  o f  o u r  c u ltu r e ,

l ie s  a s e e th in g  m a e ls tr o m  o f  u n c o n  
tro lle d , u n m a ste re d , i ll-d ire c te d  im p u ls e * .

P e r io d ic a l ly  w e  fa c e  a  b r e a k d o w n  in  
ev e ry  b r a c k e t  o f  o u r  l iv in g . T h u s  h a s  
b e e n  d e stro y e d  ev e ry  r e l ig io n  g iv e n  to  
th e  w o rld , fo r  a lw a y s  th e  m e m b e rs  a re  
f u n c t io n in g  o n ly  in  th e  o u te r  p a rt  o f  
th e ir  r e l ig io n ; th e  te a c h in g s  h a v e  n o t  
g o n e  in  d e e p ly , h a v e  n o t c h a n g e d  th e  
v ita l c u r r e n ts  o f  th e  so -ca lle d  b e lie v e rs . 
T h u s ,  to o , h a v e  m e n  d e stro y e d  ev ery  
g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  id e a lism  h a s  set u p , 
a n d  in  th e  e n d  w ill  th e y  a lso  d estro y  
ev e ry  s tr u c tu r e  b u ilt  u p  in  t h e  e c o n o m ic  
w o rld . In s t itu t io n s  a re  d e stro y e d , id e a ls , 
a n d  d re a m s  in  th e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  th e  
w h o le  s tru c tu re  o f  o u r  so -ca lled  p ro g ress  
— p ro g re ss  th a t  is  a c t iv a te d  by  w ill 
p o w e r , d e te r m in a t io n , a n d  n o t  by a  g e n  
tle , in te r n a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  t ru th .

T r u t h  is  so m e th in g  w e  c a n  g e t , h o w  
e v e r ; b u t  e a c h  in d iv id u a l m u s t  w o rk  
w ith  it  w ith in  h im s e lf .

N o w , h o w  to  d o  i t .  A  lo t  o f  p eo p le  
h a v e  b e lie v e d  i f  th e y  co u ld  ju s t  g e t 
a w a y  f r o m  tu r m o il ,  g e t  o f f  so m e w h e re  
w h e r e  i t  w a s  q u ie t ,  so m e w h e re  w h e r e  
th e y  w o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  h a v e  to  lis te n  to  
a n y o n e  n a g g in g  t—  w ith  u n in te r r u p te d  
p e a ce  a n d  q u ie t  f o r  a  y e a r  o r  tw o  p o ssi 
b ly  th e y  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  w o r k  i t  o u t. 
O c c a s io n a lly  so m e o n e  tr ie s  th is . H e  
b u y s  o r  re n ts  a  lo g  c a b in  o n  th e  to p  o f  
a  m o u n ta in  a n d  g o e s  in  w ith  a  c a r  load  
o f  c a n n e d  g o o d s ; h e re  h e  w ill  sp e n d  a  
y e a r  in  th e  p e a c e fu l c o n te m p la t io n  o f  
id e a ls . H e  la s ts  ju s t  o n e  w e e k . B y  th e  
e n d  o f  th a t  w e e k  h e  h a s  h a d  su c h  a 
s tr u g g le  t r y in g  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  h im  
s e lf  th a t  h e  ru sh e s  b a c k  to  th e  w o rld  
a g a in , co n v in c e d  th a t  it  is  e a s ie r , f in a lly , 
to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  h is  re la t iv e s  th a n  it  
is  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  h im s e lf . H u n d re d s  
o f  t im e s  w e  h a v e  h e a rd  in d iv id u a ls  c ry  
in g  o u t f o r  p ea ce  a n d  q u ie t ,  b u t  le t  it 
c o m e  to  th e m  a n d  th e y  c a n n o t  s ta n d  th e  
n o ise  o r  c o n fu s io n . F o r  v ery  se ld o m  
d o  th e y  r e a liz e  th a t  th e  p e a ce  a n d  q u ie t  
is a b s e n t  p r im a r ily  o n ly  w ith in  th e m  
se lv es . T h e  c o n fu s io n  a n d  d is q u ie t  th a t  
w e  a re  co n s ta n tly  b la m in g  o th e rs  fo r , 
o r ig in a te s  d e fin ite ly  w ith in  o u rse lv e s . 
W e  c a n ’t e sc a p e  it  b e ca u se  w e  c a n ’t 
e sca p e  ou rse lv es .
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The one solution to this problem is 
self-mastery. There is no other possible 
way of finding peace and quiet in the 
world. The powers of the soul descend 
ing from the invisible part of our be 
ing, use the channels of the sensory per 
ceptions as their principal mediums of 
manifestation. All of the sensory per 
ceptions are to a degree channels with 
currents that flow two ways. For ex 
ample, the eyes, apparently, are only re 
ceiving channels. They are kinds of 
windows, and the light from without 
flows through them into the brain; but 
in reality the eyes are channels for the 
externalizing of mental power. Some 
thing must flow out of the mind 
through the eyes to the thing seen—  
not literally, of course. But the An 
cients believed there was an optical 
energy that crept out of the eyes and 
grasped hold of the object to be seen, 
and held it still until the mind could 
get a good look at it. W e do not be 
lieve that any longer; but, while physical 
sight is the receiving of the impulse into 
the brain, sight is, philosophically, the 
extension of mind power out through 
the eyes to the contemplation of the 
world. Therefore, physical energy en 
tering into and through the eyes records 
the physical, basic pattern and design 
erf the thing seen; but it is the energy 
passing from the brain outwardly 
through the eyes that bestows the mean 
ing of the thing seen. And nothing is 
seen unless its purpose and significance 
is seen.

A simple sensory perception like sight, 
very ordinary to us all, and which we 
take for granted, is far more tricky than 
we know. The old saying, that seeing 
is believing, I think should be reversed: 
— believing is seeing. Our eyes are not 
dependable witnesses. T o  build a con 
clusion upon things seen is as dubious 
as it it to build a conclusion upon the 
most abstract, invisible premise.

Things seen are dominated by expect 
ancy mechanism. Without knowing it, 
sight is really about ninety per cent ex 
pectancy and ten per cent optical. The 
scriptures admonish us that there are 
none so blind as those who will not see,

and the reference is not entirely to our 
optical mechanism. The physically 
blind are less blind than those who are 
mentally blind, however good their 
physical sight.

Seeing, as with all the sensory per 
ceptions, is not alone a mechanical pro 
cess; it is a rational process with use of 
a physical instrument to aid and assist 
Things seen are put in order by the 
mind. A simple example is perspective. 
If you look into the distance, railroad 
tracks are seen as coming together. You 
know that they do not. You also real 
ize in looking at variously distant ob 
jects that some appear smaller; that a 
ten-story building ten blocks away does 
not seem as tall as a two-story building 
one block away; that is, when these 
are seen by the eye. The artist is well 
acquainted with this problem in optical 
adjustment because he works with per 
spective in creating an optical illusion 
of depth on a wholly flat surface. But 
the average person is not so concerned, 
and by the time the disproportions have 
reached the brain the rational part of 
the mind has readjusted them in order. 
W e know without having it proved to 
us that the distant object is larger, be 
cause our judgment tells us. W e have 
within our own consciousness the ability 
to correct immediately in our minds the 
limitations of our optical equipment. 
W e know that things are not the way 
we see them.

The same judgment is applicable to 
more abstract problems of sight, but we 
do not always have it adequately avail 
able to correct all errors; so in some 
cases we balance proportion, and in 
other cases we do not. This is parti 
cularly true in the consideration of per 
sonality and the estimation of experi 
ence cycles. W e have great capacity to 
put in order mechanical, physical, mathe 
matical formulas, but very little skill in 
putting in order psychological patterns 
of things seen. W e still follow the an 
cient traditional method of accepting 
outer appearances at their face values, 
and judging individuals by appearances 
alone, by the wealth of their appurten 
ances, by the luxury of their surround-
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in g s , in s te a d  o f  ju d g in g  th e m  e a c h  by  
th e ir  c h a r a c te r  w h ic h  lie s  w ith in . W e  
h a v e  n o t  y e t  le a rn e d  to  in te r p r e t  th e  
sy m b o ls  in  te r m s  o f  p h ilo so p h y .

W e  in c l in e  to  fo llo w  th e  b e lie f  th a t  
h a s  d o m in a te d  A s ia  fotf th o u s a n d s  o f  
y ea rs , th a t  i f  a m a n  h a s  a n  e le p h a n t  h e  
is  a g r e a t  m a n . T h e  R a ja h  re a liz e s  th a t 
th e  su re s t  w a y  o f  g o v e r n in g  p e o p le  is 
to  c o n ce a l in d if fe r e n t  a b ility  u n d e r  m a g  
n if ic e n c e . T h e  a v e ra g e  in d iv id u a l w ill 
see  o n ly  th e  m a g n if ic e n c e ; i t  r e q u ir e s  
d is c r im in a tio n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  v a lu e s  
b e n e a th  th in g s . B u t  th e r e  is n o th in g  th a t  
e x is ts  in  th e  te m p e ra m e n t, n o th in g  th a t 
is lo c k e d  w ith in  th e  l ife  o f  th e  in d i 
v id u a l, t h a t  d o es  n o t  sh o w  c le a r ly  i f  w e 
k n o w  h o w  to  lo o k  fo r  i t .  T h e  p erso n  
w h o  h a s  a b a d  d isp o s it io n  co n c e a ls  it  
w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  fo r t itu d e  a n d  w ill 
p o w e r , g iv in g  a c h a r m in g  a p p e a r a n c e , 
a t  le a s t  o n  p u b lic  o c ca s io n s . T h a t  in d i 
v id u a l w ill b e  ju d g e d  as c h a r m in g  b y  
th e  m a jo r i ty ;  b u t i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  sk ill  
o r  d is c r im in a tio n  y ou  w ill  d is c o v e r  th e  
b a d  d is p o s it io n  ju s t  as su re ly  as i f  th e  
in d iv id u a l b r o k e  o u t  in  th e  ta n tr u m  
r ig h t  th e r e  b e fo re  y o u . A l l  th e  t r a its  o f  
a n  in d iv id u a l s ta m p  th e m se lv e s  u p o n  
th e  p e r so n a lity , u p o n  th e  a p p e a ra n c e , 
a n d  u p o n  th e  in d iv id u a l’s d e s tin y . T h e  
p e rso n  w h o  h a s  n o t  o r g a n iz e d  h is  in n e r  
l i f e  c a n  n o t  h a v e  a n  o u te r  l if e  re w a rd e d  
in  te r m s  o f  re a l su cce ss . T h e  m is fo r  
tu n e s  w h ic h  o c c u r  to  u s a re  w itn e ss  to  
o u r  o w n  in a d e q u a c ie s  i n  p e r fe c t  a n d  
c o m p le te  b a la n c e  a n d  ra t io . W e  all 
h a v e  l im ita t io n s ; n o n e  o f  u s  c a n  o r  w ill 
d o  a ll th in g s  w e ll; b u t  th e  in d iv id u a l 
w h o  is c o n s ta n tly  in  d if f ic u lty  is  in  th is  
c o n d it io n  b e ca u se  h e  h im s e lf  is th e  d if f i  
c u lty . F u th e r m o r e , h is  d if f ic u lty  m e c h  
a n is m  e m a n a te s  c o n ta g io n , e x te n d s  o u t 
s id e  h im s e lf , to  in f lu e n c e  a ll th o se  a b o u t  
h im .

F lo w in g  c o n s ta n tly  f r o m  th e  ey e  to  
w a rd  th e  th in g  seen  is a n  in te rp r e ta t iv e  
p o w e r , reso lv ed  to  see th a t  w h ic h  is  e x  
p e c te d , d e te r m in e d  to  see  n o th in g  e lse . 

i l n W e Sj Y We d o  n o t I ik e  a  c e r ta in  p er- 
abourani?  WC n o t  sec  a n y th in g  g o o d  
m iu h t  t 1’ tH at *? P e r fe c t ly t r u e . H e
w ih  n e ! r  a n  a n g e  ln  d lss u ise > b u t  w e 

n e v e r  p e n e tr a te  th e  d is g u ise  b e c a u se

w e d o  n o t  w a n t  to  see  a n y th in g  g o o d  
a b o u t  h im ; b y  su ch  a  p re c o n c e p tio n  p u t  
to  w o rk  w e c a n  su p p o rt a n d  su s ta in  a s  
m u c h  d is lik e  as w e  h a v e  e n e rg y  t o  e x  
p e n d  o n  th e  s u b je c t . I f ,  h o w e v e r , w e 
d isco v e r  v ir tu e s , su c h  as to  b in d  o u r  
se lv es  to  th a t  in d iv id u a l, f r o m  th e n  o n  
e v e r y th in g  th a t  h e  d o es is  r ig h t .  E i t h e r  
w a y , w e d o  n o t  see  th in g s  as th e y  a r e ; 
w e  see  th e m  as w e  w a n t  th e m  to  b e , as 
w e  e x p e c t  th e m  to  b e , a n d  as o u r  in  
te g r ity  d e m a n d s t h a t  th e y  h a v e  to  b e — . 
re g a rd le ss  o f  h o w  th e y  re a lly  a re .

T h i s  d e c e iv in g  p ro ce ss  d is to rts  a n d  
m a k e s  d if f ic u lt  th e  so u l g r o w th  o f  each -i 
o f  u s . W e  a re  fo re v e r  s e l l in g  o u rse lv e s  
fa ls e  d o c tr in e s  a n d  tr y in g  to  liv e  w ith  
th e m . W e  a r e  fo r e v e r  th e  v ic t im s  o f  
o u r  o w n  p re co n ce iv e d  a t t i tu d e s . T h i s  
is a n  e x c e lle n t  re a so n  to  b e g in  to  s im p li  
fy  a t t itu d e s  by  v ie w in g  th e m  fro m  g e n  
e ra ls  to  p a r t ic u la rs .

W h e n  y o u  a re  s ta r t in g  o n  a p h ilo s  
o p h y  o f  l ife  a n d  a re  s in ce re ly  in te re s te d  
in  d o in g  b e tte r  w ith  th e  m a te r ia l  y o u  I 
h a v e , tw o  co u rse s  a re  o p e n  to  y o u : o n e  
is  P la to n ic , a n d  th e  o th e r  is  A r is to te l ia n , j 
T h e  fo l lo w e r  o f  A r is to t le  w o u ld  a t te m p t  j 
l i t t le  b y  l it t le  to  c o rre c t  in d iv id u a l fa u lts . 
N o w , th a t  is a b ig  jo b . P e rh a p s  w e  d is  
c o v e r  th a t  w e  h a v e  a l i t t le  te n d e n c y  to -  ¡ 
w a rd  to n g u e - la s h in g ; so , w e  se t o u r  
se lv es  to  th e  re a lly  s in c e re  e f fo r t  to  
sw e e te n  th a t  to n g u e . W e l l ,  w e c a n  w o rk  
w ith  t h a t  ta s k  fo r  a n  e n tire  l if e t im e  
b e fo r e  w e d e v e lo p  v ery  m u c h  o f  a  sac  
c h a r in  q u a lity , a n d  e v e n  th e n  w e  m a y  
m a k e  so m e  u n k in d  d e a th b e d  r e m a r k  
in  f in a l e x tro v e rs io n . I t  m a y  re q u ir e  
m a n y  liv e s  to  g e t  o v e r  t h a t  u n fo r tu n a te  
h a b it .

I f  w e  d o  f in a lly  p u t  th a t  o n e  a w a y , 
a n d  c a n  h o n e s tly  say  w e n o  lo n g e r  
h a v e  t h a t  te n d e n c y , th e n  w e  su d d e n ly  
c o n fr o n t  th e  n e x t  jo b — o v e rco m e  w o rr y , 
a d isea se  w e n e a r ly  a ll h a v e  in  c o m m o n . 
I t  m a y  ta k e  a n y w h e re  f r o m  fiv e  to  ten  
liv e s  to  w o rk  o u t  o f  a te n d e n c y  to  
w o rry .

B y  th e  t im e  w e  g e t  th e  w o rr ie s  a ll 
so lv ed , a n d  b e g in  to  fe e l  a l l  w a rm  a n d  
c o z y , th e n  w e  d isco v e r  a  s l ig h t  te n d e n c y  
to  k le p to m a n ia , in  a n a tu ra l d e s ire  to  
h a v e  a n y th in g  t h a t  w e c a n  g e t  w h e n  n o
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o n e  e lse  is  lo o k in g . S o  w e  h a v e  to  w o rk  
th ro u g h  sev era l liv es w ith  th a t .

I t  is  a q u e s tio n  w h e th e r  e te r n ity  w ill 
la s t  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  c le a r  u p  a ll th ese  
l it t le  od d  jo b s  th a t  w ill h a v e  to  be d o n e , 
fo r  p sy ch o lo g is ts  ca n  g iv e  y ou  a c la ss i 
fied  lis t o f  m o re  th a n  a th o u s a n d  d e lin  
q u e n c ie s  o f  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l is  c a p a  
b le ; a n d  it is  a fo re g o n e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t 
m o st  in d iv id u a ls  a re  s u ffe r in g  fro m  all 
o f  th e m . A  v ery  la rg e  jo b  th e n , is  th is  
o n e  th a t  th e  m o r a lis t  a n d  o p tim is tic  
th e o lo g ia n s  a t te m p t . T h e  th e o lo g ia n s  
try to  g iv e  s tr e n g th  to  th e  a r g u m e n t 
by  th e  th re a t  o f  h e ll ; b u t th a t  d o es  n o t 
p ro d u ce  re s u lts . M o st p eo p le  a re  p e r  
fe c tly  w ill in g  to  e n d a n g e r  th e ir  im m o r  
ta l so u l fo r  th e  p le a su re  o f  sa y in g  ju s t  
e x a c tly  w h a t  th ey  th in k  a b o u t  so m e o n e . 
A n d  p ra c tica lly  a ll c o n t in u e  h o p in g  th a t  
th e  U n iv e r s e  w ill  n o t h o ld  it  a g a in s t  
th e m  b e ca u se  th e y  h av e b e e n  o c c a s io n a l 
ly u n k in d .

A s  th e  p ro cess o f  h e a lin g  u p  th e  e rro rs  
o f  m a n  is a lo n g  o n e  b y  th e  A r is to te lia n  
te c h n ic  o f  p a r t ic u la rs , it  is  fu lly  as lo n g  
in  th e  g a th e r in g  u p  o f  k n o w le d g e . W e  
a re  c o n fro n te d  w ith  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e r e  
is m u c h  to le a rn . W e  c a n n o t  h o p e  to  
m a ste r  ev ery  p o te n tia l o f  l ife , a p p r o a c h  
in g  it se p a ra te ly , v ie w in g  i t  as a c o m  
p le te  sc ie n ce  in  i ts e lf .  I t  is  fa r  b e tte r  
fo r  u s  to  b e  P la to n is ts . W h a t  w e  m o st 
n e ed  is th e  r ig h t  b a s ic  v ie w p o in t  o n  th e  
e n tire  s itu a t io n , th a t th e  re su lts  m a y  b e  
m a n ife s te d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  o v e r a la rg e  
a re a . I f  w e  o n ce  see th e  v a lu e s  o f  l ife , 
th is  n e w  v is io n  w ill b e g in  to m a n ife s t  
im p r o v e m e n t in  e a ch  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  
w e  d o . I f  w e o n c e  e s ta b lish  th e  g re a t 
law s o f  l ife , th e y  g o  to  w o rk  p h ilo so p h  
ica lly  in  o u rse lv e s , t r a n s m u tin g  v a st 
a reas o f  e f fo r t  in to  s p ir itu a l g o ld .

I t  is n o t im p o r ta n t  th a t  w e  c o rre c t  
e a ch  sm a ll e r r o r ; b u t  it is  a ll im p o rta n t  
th a t w e  g a in  a p ro p e r v is io n  o f  th e  rea l 
th in g s  o f  l i f e ;  f o r  ev ery  p a r t  o f o u r  liv es  
w ill b e  in flu e n ce d  b y  it . I f  w e  seek  
tru ly  th e  K in g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  a n d  its  
r ig h te o u sn e ss , a ll o th e r  th in g s  w ill b e  
a d d ed  u n to  u s. A s vve g e t  th e  b a s ic  
c o n v ic t io n , a n d  g e t  it s t r a ig h t , w e  b e  
g in  to  a p p ly  i t ;  an d  it b e co m e s  p a rt o f  
us a n d  m a n ife s ts  as m o d e ra t io n  in  a ll

te ra c t  a n  in f in ite  v a rie ty  o f  in d iv id u a l 
d if f ic u lty .

T a k e ,  fo r  e x a m p le , th e  s im p le  la w  o f  
e v o lu tio n  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s a l co n ce p t 
th a t  a ll  th in g s  a re  g r o w in g , th a t  th e r e  is 
a n  e te rn a l p ro g re ss  in  N a tu r e , th a t  every  
l iv in g  th in g  is  u n fo ld in g  fr o m  w ith in  
its e lf . I t  is  re le a s in g  g re a tn e s s  g ra d u a l 
ly . I t  is n o t g o in g  fro m  o n e p la ce  to  
a n o th e r , b u t is e m e r g in g  fro m  o n e  sta te  
in to  a n o th e r  by  a n  e te rn a l p ro cess th a t 
g o e s  o n  fo r e v e r ; th a t  re g a rd le ss  o f  e v e ry  
th in g  w e  see, p ro g re ss  is e te r n a l; fo r  th e  
re a so n  th a t ev ery  m is ta k e  w e m a k e  h a s  
its  o w n  k a r m ic  re a c tio n  in tr in s ic  w ith  
in  i t ,  a n d  i t  is th is  re a c tio n  th a t  fo rce s  
g ro w th  th ro u g h  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e n ,  ev en  
i f  w e m a k e  a co m p le te  ca re e r  o f  d o in g  
th in g s  w ro n g , w e w ill e n d  b y  g r o w in g  
u p  to  th e  r ig h t ;  b e ca u se  w e  w ill f in a lly  
re a c h  a p o in t  w h e r e  th e  th in g s  w e  a re  
d o in g  w ill n o  lo n g e r  b e  to le ra b le  to  u s . 
W e  th e n  b e c o m e  so  c o m p le te ly  m is e r  
a b le  th a t w e d e c id e  i t  is  n e ce ssa ry  to  
c h a n g e , a n d  e v o lu tio n  ta k e s  p la ce .

T h e r e  is  n o  e n d  to  e v o lu tio n  a n d  p ro  
g ress .

T h a t  s in g le  la w , if u n d e rsto o d  in  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss , a n sw e rs  te n  th o u sa n d  p a r t i  
c u la r  q u e s tio n s  a r is in g  in  an y  o n e  o f  ten  
th o u sa n d  d if fe r e n t  e n v ir o n m e n ta l p a t 
te rn s , a n d  p e rm its  u s to  read  th e  m o r n  
in g  n e w sp a p e r  w ith o u t  d e sp a ir . I t  p er 
m its  u s  to  lis te n  to  F r a n k  S in a tr a  w ith  
th e  fu ll  r e a l iz a t io n  t h a t  th a t , to o , sh a ll 
pass a w a y . W e  c a n  a lso  e x p e c ta n tly  re a l 
iz e  th a t  p erh a p s in  o n e  o f  h is  liv es  h e  
w ill be  s in g in g  Tannhäuser o r  11 Trova- 
tore; fo r  h e  is a m u s ic ia n  in  th e  m a k in g .



10 H O R I Z O N Spring

W e  are  a ll in  th e  m a k in g . W e  w a n t  
p e o p le  to  b e  p a t ie n t  w ith  u s ; so  w e  m u st 

b e  p a t ie n t  w ith  th e m .
I t  is  a w o n d e r fu l th in g  to  b e  p a t ie n t  

a n d  re a liz e  w e  are  p r o d u c in g  a ra c e  o f  
g o d s . I f ,  a t  th e  m o m e n t, i t  lo o k s  as 
th o u g h  w e w e re  in  th e  s u b n o rm a l g ra d e , 
w e  a re  p ro d u c in g  n e v e rth e le ss  a ra ce  o f  
b e in g s  in  w h o m  u lt im a te ly  a ll th in g s  
w ill b e  fu lf i l le d . I f  w e d o  n o t l ik e  w h a t  
o th e rs  a re  d o in g , w e  m u s t  b e  p a t ie n t , 
f o r  th e r e  a re  o th e rs  w h o  d o  n o t  l ik e  
w h a t  w e  a re  d o in g . I f  w e fe e l o th e rs  
sh o u ld  d o  b e tte r , th e y  w ill ,  in  t im e . O u r  
p ro b le m  a t th e  m o m e n t  is  fo r  u s  to  d o  
a  l it t le  b e tte r  o u rse lv es .

K e e p in g  th is  id ea  o f  g r o w th  in  v a lu e s  
in  f r o n t  o f  u s , w e c a n  re a l iz e  w h y  w a rs  
a n d  p la g u e s  b re a k  o u t , w h y  in d iv id u a l 
d is a s te r  s tr ik e s  d ire c tly  a t o u rse lv e s . T h e  
b e lie f , th e  f ir m  c o n v ic t io n , th a t  a ll th in g s  
a re  g r o w in g  u p  in  t im e  an d  e te r n ity , 
an d  th a t  e v e r y th in g  is  in e v ita b ly  a n d  
e te rn a lly  im p r o v in g , n o t o n ly  in  o th e rs  
b u t  in  o u rse lv e s , g iv e s  us a b e tte r  p e r  
sp e ctiv e  an d  e n a b le s  u s  to  b e g in  to se tt le  
d o w n . W e  b e g in  to  a p p re c ia te  in  o th ers  
th in g s  th a t  w e d id  n o t  l ik e , k n o w in g  
th e m  to  b e  th e  p a rts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  p a t 
te rn s . J u s t  as th e  s m a ll  c h ild  le a r n in g  
to  w a lk  fa lls  d o w n  an d  b u m p s  its e lf , 
b u t  by  th o se  v ery  e x p e r ie n c e s  le a rn s  to  
w a lk  (b e c a u s e  i t  g e ts  t ire d  o f  fa l l in g  
d o w n  a n d  h u r t in g  i t s e l f ) ,  so e v e r y th in g  
th a t  is h a p p e n in g  to  us is c o n tr ib u tin g  to  
th e  e te rn ity  o f  o u r  g ro w th .

W ith  th a t c o n v ic tio n  w e  ca n  b e g in  to  
e n jo y  p eo p le  w h o  d o th in g s  w e  a re  n o t 
in te re s te d  in . W e  w ill n o  lo n g e r  w o n d e r 
why^ so m e  e n jo y  s p e n d in g  th e ir  n ig h ts  
p la y in g  c h e c k e rs . T h a t  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  
t im e  m a y  n o t  be u se fu l in  i t s e l f ,  b u t it

w ill lead  so m e w h e re — e v e r y th in g  w e  a re  
d o in g  w ill  lead  to w a rd  s o m e th in g  so m e  
t im e , f o r  e v e r y th in g  w e  a re  d o in g  is  th e  
u n fo ld m e n t o f  so m e  p o te n tia lity  in  o u r  
se lv es . E a r th  is  n o t  a p la ce  w h e re  ev e ry  
o n e  is  in  th e  fu ll  b lo w n  g lo ry  o f  h is 
s p ir itu a l m a tu r ity . I t  is  w h e r e  e v e ry o n e  
is  t r y in g  to  le a r n , t r y in g  to  e x p re ss  h a lf -  
re le a se d  p e rc e p tio n s , t r y in g  to  u n lo c k  
d o o rs  th a t  sw in g  o n  ru sty  h in g e s . T h is  
is a ll p a r t  o f  g r o w th . O th e r s  a re  g ro w  
in g , a n d  so  a re  w e . I n  th e  h e ig h t  o f  it  
a ll w e see o u r  e n e m y  g r o w in g  u p  to  
g lo ry . I f  w e a re  n o t  c a re fu l w e m a k e  a 
v ery  u n h a p p y  w o rld  fo r  o u rse lv e s , a n '  
o u r  e n e m y  is  n o t  a t  a ll d is tu rb e d . T h a  
is  th e  c u r io u s  th in g  a b o u t a n im o s ity : i t  
h u rts  th e  o n e  w h o  h o ld s i t ,  ra th e r  th a  
th e  o n e  a t  w h o m  it is d ir e c te d .

O n e  m a n  sa id  he so  co m p le te ly  di 
l ik e d  a c e r ta in  in d iv id u a l th a t  h e  w o u l 
n e v e r  sp e a k  to  h im  a g a in — h e  h ad  n 
id e a  w h a t  a fa v o r  h e  w as d o in g  th  
o th e r  p e rso n ; h e  w as p ra c tic a lly  re w a r 
in g  th e  e n e m y .

B y  h a tre d s  w e d e v e lo p  a c id o s is , an  
th is  d o es n o t  a t  a ll h u r t  th e  in d iv id m  
w e a re  try in g  to  h u r t . T h e  o n e  w ay  
so lv e  a n y th in g  is  by  r e a l iz in g  th a t  
th e  ro o t o f  e v e r y th in g  is a  s tru c tu re  
g ro w th .

N e a r ly  a ll c re a tu re s  a re  a b it  a w k w a  
w h e n  th e y  c o m e  in to  th e  w o r ld . N e  
a n im a ls  a re  m u c h  to o  le g g y ; th e y  w o b b  
as th o u g h  th e y  w e re  w a lk in g  o n  fu n n  
l it t le  c r u tc h e s ; b u t  th e  le g s  g ra d u a ll 
ta k e  sh a p e  a n d  a ssu m e  th e  p ro p e r  pa* 
te rn  o f  th e ir  k in d . W h e n  as h u m a  
w e  a re  t r y in g  to  g r o w  w e a re  b e ll ig e re n  
in  so m e  th in g s , f r e t fu l  a b o u t o th e rs  an 
g e n e r a lly  b o re s o m e ; b u t  g ra d u a lly  o 
o f  th e se  m a la d ju s tm e n ts , th is  a w k w a r d
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n e ss  o f  l iv in g , h a v e  e m e rg e d  su ch  n o b le  
h u m a n s  as P y th a g o ra s , P la to , Je s u s  a n d  
B u d d h a . D u r in g  th e ir  e v o lu tio n a ry  
p ro cess th e se  g r e a t  o n e s  w e n t  th r o u g h  
all th e  s ta g e s  o f  g ro w th  w e a re  e x p e r i  
e n c in g  to  b e c o m e  e x a m p le s  o f  g r e a t  
n e ss  a n d  d ig n ity  c o m in g  o u t  th r o u g h  

th e  so u l.
T h e  la w  o f  ca u se  a n d  e ffe c t  c o m e s  

n e x t in  n e e d e d  u n d e r s ta n d in g . I f  you  
c a n  a ss u m e , as a fa c t  in  e x p e r ie n c e -c o n  
scio u sn ess  w ith in  y o u rse lv e s , th a t  ca u se  
a n d  e f fe c t  a re  im m u ta b le , a n d  t h a t  ea ch  
in d iv id u a l is n o w  m a n ife s t in g  th e  e ffe c ts  
o f  p re v io u s  c a u sa tio n s , a n d  is n o w  set 
t in g  u p  th e  ca u se s  o f  fu tu r e  e ffe c ts— if  
you ca n  so lid ly  b e lie v e  as a g e n e ra l fa c t  
th a t  you a n d  e v e r y th in g  e lse  th a t  liv es  
in  sp ace  is  n o w  in  e x a c t ly  th e  p la ce  a n d  
c o n d it io n  it h a s  e a rn e d  fo r  its e lf , th e n  
a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  l i t t le  p a r t ic u la r  q u e s  
tio n s a re  a n sw e re d .

B r in g  th a t  r e a liz a t io n  th r o u g h  y o u r  
se lf  an d  a p p ly  it  to  w h a te v e r  p ro b le m  
co m e s  u p , an d  y ou  n o  lo n g e r  n e ed  to  
c lin c h  y o u r te e th . Y o u  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d  
to  p ray  to  th e  g o d s  fo r  p a tie n c e  in  a n  
e m e rg e n c y . Y o u  n o  lo n g e r  n e ed  to  fee l 
th a t  th e re  is t im e  in  th is  w o rld  to  be 
sorry  y ou  a re  in  th e  p la ce  th a t  y ou  a re  
in ; th a t  th e r e  is t im e  le f t  fo r  y ou  to  w ish  
you w e re  so m e w h e re  e ls e ; o r  th e r e  is  
an y  use lo o k in g  a ro u n d  fo r  so m e  p lace  
to  g o  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  p la ce  you  a re  in . 
F o r  th e  re a c tio n  c .o m in g  fro m  th e  p lace  
you  a re  in , a t  th e  m o m e n t , is  th e  re su lt 
o f  w h a t  you  a r e , a n d  w h a t  y ou  h av e  
e a rn e d ; a n d  th e  so u l-c o m p le x  o f  c o n  
sc io u sn ess w ith  w h ic h  y ou  a re  v ie w in g  
o r in te r p r e tin g  e n v ir o n m e n t. Y o u r  w o rld  
is y o u rse lf  re fle c te d  in to  y o u r e n v ir o n  
m e n t. I t  h as to  b e  e x a c d y  l ik e  y o u . 
Y o u  c h a n g e  y o u r w o rld  b y  c h a n g in g  
y o u rse lf.

W ith  th is  r e a l iz a t io n , y ou  k n o w  th e r e  
is  n o  in ju s t ic e ; a n d  so , th e r e  re a lly  is n o  
re w a rd  fo r  b e in g  p a tie n t  w ith  in ju s t ic e , 
n o  re w a rd  in  b e in g  re s ig n e d  to  th in g s  
as th e y  a re . T h e r e  is n o  re a so n  to  b e  
lie v e  th a t  y ou  w ill h av e  tw o  m o re  p earls  
in  y o u r c ro w n  b e cau se  y ou  h av e  acce p te d  
y o u r b u rd e n s  a n d  d on e y o u r d u ty . T h e r e  
is u tte r ly  n o  reaso n  fo r  su ch  a ttitu d e s . 
Y o u r  p la ce  is th e  p la ce  y ou  h av e  e a r n e d ;

it is th e  su b s ta n c e  a n d  m e a su re  o f  y o u r  
s e lf . I f  it is u n s a t is fa c to ry — c h a n g e  i t !  
B e g in  th e  b u ild in g  o f  ca u se s  t h a t  c a n  
p ro d u ce  th e  e ffe c ts  y ou  w a n t . D o  th is  
in  th e  re a l iz a t io n  th a t  a s im p le  c h a n g e  
o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  ca n  c h a n g e  th e  fa ce  o f  
c a la m ity  in to  th e  lik e n e s s  o f  a g r e a t  a n d  
b e a u t ifu l  e x p e r ie n c e . P r o b le m s  a re  d u  
tie s  i f  y ou  v ie w  th e m  o n e  w a y , a n d  
p r iv ile g e s  i f  y ou  v ie w  th e m  th e  o th e r  
w a y . P h ilo s o p h ic  p erso n s liv e  in  a 
w o rld  o f  p r iv ile g e ; th o se  w h o  a re  u n - 
p h ilo s o p h ic  liv e  in  a w o rld  o f  d u ty . 
B o th  a re  p ro v in g  th e  sa m e  t r u th — fo r 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  id e a lism  d e te r m in e  
th e  m e r its  a n d  d e m e r its  o f  th e  sp ir itu a l 
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  ra ce .

W h e n  c e r ta in  g e n e r a lit ie s  g e t  in to  th e  
co n sc io u sn e ss , by  m a ste ry  o f  th e ir  p r in  
c ip le s  y ou  c a n  d e to u r  th e  te d io u s  A r is to  
te lia n  p a th  to w a rd  tr y in g  to  c u t  o u t  
y o u r v ices  o n e  b y  o n e . In s te a d , you 
b u ild  o n e  g ra n d  in te g r ity , a n d  w a tc h  th e  
v ices  fa ll  o ff  as th o u g h  b itte n  b y  a fro s t.

T h i s  in te g r ity  is so u l p o w e r , a n d  it  
sh in e s  o u t  th ro u g h  th e  ey es th a t  a re  th e  
w in d o w s  o f  th e  so u l. B y  s t im u lu s  o f 
th e  in te g r ity  t h a t  is w ith in  o u rse lv e s  th e  
p a tte rn s  a ro u n d  us im m e d ia te ly  b e g in  to 
a rr a n g e  th e m se lv e s  in to  so u l p a tte rn s  o f  
o r d e r . P y th a g o ra s  d e c la re d  t h a t  th e  so u l 
is in  p e r fe c t  p a t te r n , w ith  n o  a ssy m etry  
w ith in  it  a n y w h e re . A n d  to o , th a t  th e  
so u l is co m p le te ly  h a r m o n ic , c o m p le te ly  
rh y th m ic  in  a ll its p a r ts , c o m p le te ly  
b e a u tifu l in  a ll its  p a rts . W h e r e  th e  
so u l p o w e r is o b v io u s  in  th e  life  o f  th e  
in d iv id u a l i t  s ta m p s its  b e a u ty  a n d  o r  
d e r  u p o n  th a t  l ife .

I t  is  sa id  th a t  b e a u ty  is  a m e d ic in e  
f o r  th e  so u l; a n d  th is  is  a n  in te r e s tin g  
th o u g h t . W e  r e a liz e  t h a t  th e  b o d y  o f  
m a n  is n o t a s p ir itu a l p r in c ip le ; i t  is 
a re c e p ta c le  o f  e n e rg y , in  th e  sa m e  w ay 
t h a t  th e  p h y s ica l w o rld  in  w h ic h  w e 
liv e  is n o t  a s p ir itu a l w o r ld , b u t  a re  
ce p ta c le  o f  e n e rg y . I t  is a p la n e  o f  
fo rm s  in  w h ic h  w e  se t  u p  sy m b o ls . B e  
ca u se  i t  d o es n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  s p ir itu a l 
l if e  o f  m a n , a n d  a lso  b e ca u se  it  is n o t 
se n d in g  a n y th in g  a g a in s t  h im  e x c e p t  a 
n e u tra l  fo rc e , it h a s  a p o w e rfu l a d v a n  
ta g e . T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  c a n  use th is  
p h y s ica l w o rld  l ik e  th e  sm a ll bo y  use«
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h is  sa n d  b o x  to  b u ild  h is  ca s tle s . In  
p h y s ica l m a tte r  w e  se t u p  fo rm  sy m b o ls  
o f  o u r  id e a ls . T h i s  is  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  
o u r  c re a tiv e  p o w e r .
W e  a re  n o t  y e t e n tr u s te d  w ith  th e  c re a  
t iv e  fo rc e  o f  l if e ,  w e  ca n  c re a te  o n ly  in  
e r t  th in g s ; b u t th e  a r t is t  p a in t in g  a p ic  
tu r e , th e  m u s ic ia n  w r i t in g  a co m p o s i 
t io n  is  c r e a tin g . H e  is c r e a t in g  f r o m  a 
n e u tr a l  su b s ta n c e  o n  a n e u tra l p la n e  a 
p a tte rn  o r  sy m b o l o f  so m e  in n e r  soul 
p o w e r  o r  im p u lse . A n d  b e ca u se  o f  th a t  
c re a tiv e  p o w e r h e is fo r m in g  o r  fa s h io n  
in g  e m b le m s  o r  sy m b o ls  w h ic h  m a y  be 
se e n  by  o th e rs  and  w h ic h  p ro b a b ly  w ill 
b e  in te rp r e te d  by  o th e rs  in  te rm s  o f  th e ir  
o w n  e x p e r ie n c e . I f  h a r m o n ic a l ly  c o r  
r e c t ,  i f  p ro p e rly  p ro p o r tio n e d , i f  d evised  
in  b e a u ty  a n d  in te g r ity , th ese  fo rm s  o r  
sy m b o ls  re a c t  u p o n  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  
a ll th o se  w h o  see th e m ; th e y  b e co m e  a 
k in d  o f  m e d ic in e  o f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss , a 
b a s is  o f  s tre n g th  in  th e  l if e  o f  o th e rs .

B e a u ty , a c c o r d in g  to  P lo t in u s , in  h is 
Essay on Beauty, is  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  
a n  e x te rn a l p a tte rn  s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  a 
soul c o n v ic t io n ; a n d  th e  so u l p e rce iv in g  
th r o u g h  th e  eyes a fo rm  o f  sy m m e try  
s im ila r  to  its  o w n , r e jo ic e s  in  p e r c e iv in g  
o r  o b se r v in g  its  o w n  s im ilitu d e , in  th e  
re a c tio n  o f  p le a su re , w h ic h  is  n o th in g  
m o re  n o r  less th a n  th e  so u l p e r c e iv in g  
so u l. I t  is c o n sc io u sn e ss  o b se r v in g  th e  
p re se n ce  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss .

T h e  h o u s e h o ld e r  w h o  l ik e s  h is  g a rd e n , 
w o r k in g  w ith  th e  p la n ts  an d  flo w e rs  
l ik e  L u t h e r  B u r b a n k , h a n d s  b la c k  w ith  
th e  e a r th , r e jo ic e s  in  h is  g a rd e n  h o u rs  
b e ca u se  h is  so u l l ik e  a p la n t is g r o w in g . 
Ja c o b  B o e h m e , th e  G e r m a n  m y s tic , sa id : 

T h e  soul o f  m a n  is  l ik e  a l it t le  p la n t 
w ith  its  ro o ts  in  th e  d a rk  e a r th , th e  
b o d y ; a n d  h e re  i t  is  g r o w in g  u p  to w a rd  
th e  l ig h t  to  b lo sso m  f in a lly  in  th e  e f fu l 
gence^ o f  so u l p o w e r .” I t  is b e ca u se  th e  
so u l is a liv e  a n d  g r o w in g  a c c o rd in g  to  

a w , th e  L a w  th a t  is e te rn a lly  b e a u t ifu l ,  
th a t  th e  soul re jo ice s  w h e n  it b e h o ld s  

e , P a n t  r^ a t  is  l ik e w is e  g r o w in g  ac- 

Dower^t-V, t0 u a w - p la n t re lea ses
o r  rm/Ir i0nf h£ ItSe ,f w ith o u t  a n y  m e n ta l 
re le l I ^  f r u s tr a t io n > fo r  it m ere ly

TUi;Tr naT  " Hfe 3nd bl0s-re a c h m g  t in y  f in g e r s  to  th e  l i g h t

T o  th e  so u l, b e ca u se  o f  i ts  a w a re n e ss , 
th is  b r in g s  s o m e th in g  o f  c o m fo r t ,  by  
r e c o g n it io n  o f  s im ilitu d e . T h e  so u l, see  
in g  th e  l ig h t  o f  U n iv e r s a l L a w , g ro w  
in g  in  th e  tin y  p la n t , r e jo ic e s  an d  is  
h a p p y . I t  is  th u s  th a t sy m b o ls  b e co m e  
v ita l to  u s.

A n o th e r  p e rso n  w ith  a d if fe re n t  v iew - ] 
p o in t  w ill  e x p e r ie n c e  h is e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
th ro u g h  o th e r  th in g s . O n e  w ill  f in d  it  
in  l is te n in g  to  m u s ic . P la to  sa id  th e  
so u l is  a h a r m o n ic  m e lo d y , c o n ta in in g  
a lso  in f in ite  h a r m o n ic  p o te n tia lit ie s  to  
e te r n ity . T h e  so u l is  th e  p e r fe c t  h a r  
m o n ic , a n d  so it re jo ic e s  in  h a r m o n y , 
fo r  in  i t  is p e rce iv e d  th e  s im ilitu d e  o f  
th e  b e a u ty  o f  so u n d . N o t  e v e ry o n e  has 
tra in e d  h is  fa c u lt ie s  to  p e rc e iv e  th e  
g r o w in g  p la n t , b u t m a n y  h av e  th e  fa c u l  
ty  to  p e rce iv e  th e  h a r m o n ic s  o f  so u n d , 
a n d  r e c o g n iz e  th e  p o w e r  o f  so u n d .

A n o th e r  p e rso n , a p a re n t , sees it in  th e  
b u ild in g  o f  c h a r a c te r , w a tc h fu l o v e r  a 
sm a ll c h ild  a s  a l it t le ,  l iv in g  th in g  g r o w  
in g  u p  in  th e  w o rld , b e a r in g  w itn e ss  
to  th e  g r o w th  o f  e te rn a ls .

T h e  m y s tic a l  c o m m u n io n  is  th u s  th e  
re c o g n it io n  o r  p e rce p tio n  th a t  a ll th in g s  
e x te r n a l to  th e  in d iv id u a l a re  s y m b o lica l 
to  h im  o f  p o w e rs  in te rn a l to  h im s e lf .

W e  c a n  n e v e r  be p a rt o f  a n y th in g  o u t  
sid e o f  o u rse lv e s . W e  c a n  be sy m p a  
th e t ic  w ith  i t ,  w e  c a n  try  to  u n d e rsta n d  
i t ;  b u t  w h e n  w e  say w e  a re  t ry in g  to  
u n d e rs ta n d  s o m e th in g  o u ts id e  o f  o u r  
se lv e s , w e m u st  r e a liz e  w h a t  w e are  
re a lly  t r y in g  to  d o is to  le a rn  to  u n d e r  
sta n d  o u rse lv e s .
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W h e n  w e  say w e  u n d e rs ta n d  so m e  
o n e , w e  g e n e r a lly  m e a n  w e  h a v e  fo u n d  
o u rse lv e s  in  t h a t  p e rso n . W e  c a n  n e v e r  
fo r  a n  in s ta n t  b e  a n y o n e  e lse . I n  ev e ry  
th in g  t h a t  w e  d o  th e n , w e  a re  m e re ly  
a c t in g  e x te rn a lly  as a m e a n s  o f  s t im u la t  
in g  in te rn a ls . T h i s  w o rld  is m a d e  u p  
o f  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f p e rso n s, a n d  e a ch  
p erso n  to  h im s e lf  is  r e a l ; a n d  a ll o th e rs  
are  u n r e a l, a n d  m u st  r e m a in  so . E a c h  
k n o w s  h im s e lf  as a f a c t ;  a ll o th e rs  a re  
sy m b o ls  o f  th a t  fa c t .  W e  g e t c lo s e  to  
p eo p le  b e ca u se  th e y  a re  l ik e  u s . W e  d e  
p a rt f r o m  th e m  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  n o t  
l ik e  u s . A lw a y s , w e o u rse lv e s  set u p  
th e  sta n d a rd s , as a lw a y s  w e  se e k  fo r  
o u rse lv es  in  o th e rs  a n d  a r e  d is a p p o in te d . 
E v e r  t ry in g  to  b r id g e  acro ss th e  in te r  
val th a t  d iv id e s  u s , in  th e  e n d  e a c h  h a s  
b e co m e  a sy m b o l to  th e  o th e r . W h a t  
w e p erce iv e  in  o th e rs  is so m e th in g  s e e k  
in g  re lease  in  o u r  o w n  n a tu re .

A s  w e  re a liz e  th a t  th e  so u l co n ta in s  
w ith in  it  th e  p o te n tia lity  o f  a ll p o w e r , 
w e c a n  see o u ts id e  o f  o u rse lv e s  th e  sy m  
b o ls o f  th is  p o w e r . W e  ap p ra ise  o n e  
p erso n  as a m u s ic ia n , a n o th e r  as a n  a r  
t is t , a th ir d  as a n  a s tro n o m e r , a  fo u r th  
as a b u ild e r , a n d  th e  re a so n  th e y  a ll  in  
te re st u s  is b e ca u se  w e  are  a ll o f  th o se  
th in g s  o u rse lv e s , a l th o u g h  w e  d o  n o t  
k n o w  h o w  to  d o  th e m  w e ll.

O n e  in d iv id u a l is  to  u s a g r e a t  p o et, 
a n d  w e h a v e  a k in s h ip  w ith  h im  b e  
cau se  o f  th e  so u l-y e a rn in g  to  e x p ress  
o u rse lv es  in  g lo r io u s  w o rd s , as e v e r  w e  
m a in ta in  th e  h o p e  o f  a c c o m p lis h in g  a ll 
a d m ire d  th in g s  in  t im e  an d  e te r n ity . 
T h e  so u l is e v e r  s e e k in g  h a r m o n y  a n d  
g o o d , a n d  r e jo ic in g  in  th e ir  p o ssessio n . 
R u t  th e  lo w e r  n a tu re  o f  m a n  is fo re v e r  
o p p o s in g . T h r o u g h  en v y  a n d  je a lo u sy  
it  tr ie s  to  b lo c k  th e  m o tio n  o f  so u l 
p o w er . W e  g a in  c o n tro l o v e r  th is  s itu a  
t io n  a n d  p u t it  in  o rd e r  w h e n  w e  g iv e  
fre e  r e ig n  to  th a t  w h ic h  is th e  in n e r  
p a rt  o f  o u rse lv e s , w h e n  w e re c o g n iz e  
th a t as w e  p la ce  th e  e m p h a s is  u p o n  S e lf , 
in  t h a t  in s ta n t  th e  n o t-s e lf  b e co m e s  
p o w e rle ss . I t  ¡s  u p o n  R e a lity  th a t  w e 
sh o u ld  p u t th e  e m p h a s is , fo r  u n re a litv  
e n v e lo p s  th e  sp h ere  o f  o u r  p re se n t com  
p le x ity  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss . W h e n  w e  e ffec  
th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  c h a n g e , th e  w h o le  u n i  

v erse  c h a n g e s  in s ta n tly .
W e  c a n  k n o w  t h a t  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  is 

a k a le id o s c o p ic  p o w e r , a p o w e r to  b e  a ll 
th in g s . A n d  w e  a re  g o in g  to  b e  all 
th in g s ; w e a re  g o in g  to  a c c o m p lis h  a ll 
th in g s  in  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  o u r  e x is te n c e .

W h e n  th e  U n iv e r s a l lo o k  a t  th in g s  is 
a c q u ire d , w e  n o  lo n g e r  th in k  o f  l ife  in  
te rm s  o f  se v e n ty  y e a rs , o r  sev en  th o u  
sa n d  y e a rs ; w e  th in k  o f  l if e  as e te rn a l. 
A s  e te rn a l g r o w th . W e  re c o g n iz e  e te r  
nal g r o w th  as th e  h a p p ie s t , m o st b e a u t i  
fu l ,  m o st w o rth -w h ile  th in g  in  th e  
w o r ld . T h i s  is th e  p o in t  a t  w h ic h  w e  
g e t t ire d  o f  g e t t in g  t ir e d ; k n o w in g  th a t  
w e a r in e s s  is  o f  th e  fle s h , a n d  n o t th e  
sp ir it , w e  r e a liz e  th a t  su re ly  w e  w ill 
w e a r  o u t  in n u m e r a b le  b o d ie s  b e fo re  w e 
co m p le te ly  re jo ic e  th e  so u l; a n d  t h a t  is 
n o  m o re  a m a tte r  o f  se r io u s co n ce rn  
th a n  th a t  p e r io d ic a lly  w e  a re  f it te d  to  a 
n e w  su it o f  c lo th in g . F o r  w e  w ill  b e  
t ir e le s s , s p ir itu a l e n tit ie s , e n g a g e d  in  th e  
re le a s in g  o f  b e a u ty  th r o u g h  o u rse lv e s . 
W e  w ill  e te rn a lly  h a v e  a c e r ta in  re g a rd  
f o r  th e  t im e  in  w h ic h  w e liv e , n e v e r  
sh a ll w e  b e c o m e  la w le ss  sp ir its , n o r  
sh a ll w e  a t ta in  th is  g r o w th  a t  th e  e x  
p en se  o f  o th e rs . H e  w h o  d esires  to  
h av e  th o se  th in g s  th a t  a re  re a l, c a n  h av e  
a ll th a t  h e  ca n  m a ste r , w ith o u t  ta k in g  
a n y th in g  f r o m  a n y o n e  e lse . O n e  b e  
c o m e s  r ic h  in  w isd o m  w ith o u t  n e ed  to  
d is tu rb  a n y o n e  e lse , fo r  n o  m a n  is less  
w ise  b e c a u se  a n o th e r  h a s  g re a t  w isd o m . 
I f  o u r  g r o w th  is a t  th e  co st o f  a n y  liv  
in g  th in g , w e  a re  n o t  g r o w in g ; w e  are  
m e re ly  e x p a n d in g  o u r  e g o . S p ir itu a l  
g ro w th  a c h ie v e d  at th e  e x p e n se  o f  o th e rs  
is n o t s p ir itu a l a c h ie v e m e n t. S p ir itu a l 
a c h ie v e m e n t is w ith in . A n y  h a rd s h ip  
w e  w o r k  u p o n  o th e rs  is a c h ie v e d  w ith  
th e  o u te r  p e rso n a lity .

T h e r e  is n o  re a so n  w h y  y o u r  sp ir itu a l 
a c h ie v e m e n t sh o u ld  b e  a tta in e d  a t th e  
e x p e n se  o f  n e g le c t in g  p h y s ica l re sp o n si 
b i l i t ie s ;  b e ca u se  th e  g r o w th  o f  th e  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  is a n  in te rn a l e x p e r ie n c e  to  
b e  a c h ie v e d  w h ile  y ou  a re  d o in g  th e  
th in g s  y ou  a re  d o in g . T h e  re lea se  is in - 

,, 'v a rd ly , n o t e x te rn a lly . I t  re q u ire s  n o  
i ;re a t a m o u n t o f  t im e , b u t  it re q u ire s  a

* re a t a m o u n t o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g . U n d e r  
s ta n d in g  is a n  in te n s ity  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss
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th a t  is  n o t o f  th is  w o r ld ; i t  is  n o t m e a  
su re d  in  te rm s  o f  th is  w o rld , f t  is n o t 
n e ce ssa ry  to  sp e n d  h o u rs  a n d  h o u rs  a n d  
h o u r s  m e d ita tin g . In  h o u rs  o f  m e d ita  
t io n  y ou  a re  n o t a c c o m p lis h in g  a n y th in g , 
fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  is  a  m a tte r  o f  in te rn a l 
r e a l iz a t io n . W h e n  th e  in te r n a l  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  is a t  p e a ce , w h e n  it  is  q u ie t  
a n d  still  w ith in ,  th e  h a n d s  m a y  a c tiv e ly  
b e  p e r fo r m in g  th e ir  u su a l ta sk s .

T h e  in d iv id u a l w h o  c a n n o t  m e d ita te  
w h ile  d o in g  th e  th in g  h e is  su p p o sed  to  
d o , w ill  n e v er m e d ita te  a t  a ll. f t  is a n  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  in n e r  co n sc io u sn e ss ; it is 
a n  in n e r  m y ste ry  o f  th e  so u l. A  m y s 
t ic a l  e x p e r ie n c e  c o m e s  f r o m  w ith in  th e 
in d iv id u a l as a t im e le ss  fa c t— b u t  i t  o r i  
g in a te s  f ro m  a  c a re fu l a n d  th o u g h tfu l 
o b se rv a tio n  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  l ife . 
T h e  m y s tica l e x p e r ie n c e  is th e  in c re a s  
in g  o f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  so u l p o w e r 
to  th e  p o in t  w h e r e  it  b u rs ts  th ro u g h  th e  
b a r r ie rs  o f  th e  p e r s o n a lity . T h i s  is w h e n  
th e r e  h a s  b e e n  su ff ic ie n t  s tre n g th  sto red  
u p  in  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  f o r  th e  in d iv id u  
a l to  re le a se , a t  le a st  te m p o r a r ily , th a t  
s t r e n g th  th ro u g h  th e  p e rso n a l co n sc io u s  
n e ss . f t  is th e  p o w e r w ith in  th a t  m a k e s  
th e  o u ts id e  w o rld  in to  th e  lik e n e s s  o f  
th e  in n e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

f t  is a lw a y s th a t  w a y . A s  th e  in n e r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  g ro w s, m o re  b e a u t ifu l , 
th e  w h o le  w o rld  a p p e a rs  to  b e  m o re  
b e a u tifu l, f t  is  l ik e  th e  sto ry  o f  th e  b o y  
te ll in g  h is  f r ie n d  a b o u t h is  fa th e r . H e  
sa id , Y o u  k n o w , w h e n  I  w a s  f if te e n  
y ears o ld  f a th e r  k n e w  v ery  l i t t le ;  b u t 
fiv e  y e a rs  la te r  w h e n  I  w a s tw e n ty  it  
w a s su rp r is in g  h o w  m u c h  f a th e r  h ad  
le a rn e d  in  th o se  fiv e  y e a rs .”

O f  co u rse , w e  a lw a y s  th in k  in  te rm s  
o f  o th e r  p eo p le  c h a n g in g . I n  re a lity , 
w e  a re  th e  o n e s  w h o  b e co m e  m o re  ap  
p re c ia t iv e  o r  m o re  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
v a lu es .

W e  say th in g s  a re  g e t t in g  b e tte r . 
W h a t  w e  m e a n  is , w e  a re  g e t t in g  b e tte r  
in  so m e  p a r t ic u la r ;  a n d  b e ca u se  w e  are  
b e tte r , th in g s  se e m  b e tte r . W e  say th a t 
th e  w o rld  is  a l i t t le  b e tte r , w h e n  a ll th a t  
h a s  h a p p e n e d  is , w e  a re  se e in g  i t  w ith  
m o re  o rd e r  in  o u r  so u ls .

I f  th e r e  is a n y th in g  o n  th e  o u ts id e  
th a t  w e  d o  n o t l ik e ,  w e m u s t  try  to  fin d  
th e  L a w  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  —  a n d  th e n  
w a tc h  th e  d if f ic u ltie s  d ro p  a w a y ! T h e r e  
is o n ly  o n e  w ay  w e  c a n  g e t th e  w o rld  
in to  a l iv a b le  s ta te ; a n d  th a t  is to  g e t  
o u rse lv e s  in to  a l iv a b le  s ta te . W h e n  w e  
d o  th a t ,  s tra n g e ly  e n o u g h , w e  w ill be  
su rp r ise d  h o w  m u c h  th e  w o r ld  h a s  im  
p ro v ed  w h ile  w e  w e re  d o in g  i t .

I  th in k  th is  is  a p ro b le m  f o r  e a ch  in  
d iv id u a l to  w o rk  w ith  a t h o m e . T r y  
to  g e t  th e  U n iv e r s a l L a w  in to  y o u rse lf ; 
see i f  y o u  c a n  b e g in  to r e a liz e  o n e  t h in g ;  
th a t  a ll e x te r n a ls  a re  b u t th e  sh a d o w s 
o f  o u rse lv e s .

I f  y ou  c a n  b e g in  to  th in k  th a t  w a y , 
i f  y ou  ca n  k n o w  it , it w ill b e  th e  a n s w e r  
to  m a n y  p ro b le m s , n o t  o n ly  n o w , b u t 
in  th e  d e lig h tfu l  p o stw a r  c h a o s  t h a t  is 
to  c o m e .

(A. Pu b l ic  L e c t u r e  B y  Ma n l y  Pa l m e r  H a l l . 
Suggested reading: T h e  G u r u ; Se l f -Un i o l d m e n t )
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% If our thinking is untrue 
then our living is untrue

The Magic Mirror of the Mind

T H E  h o u rs  o f  w a r t im e  a re  th o se  in  
w h ic h  in ta n g ib le s  a p p e a l fo rc ib ly  

to  u s , w ith  th e ir  v a lu e s  w h ic h  w e  ca n  
n o t see a n d  w e ca n  n o t  b u y ; fo r  th e se  
a re  v a lu e s  n o t g iv e n  to  u s by  o u r  w o rld , 
o r  by  o u r  e d u c a tio n , o r  by  o u r c u ltu r e ; 
th ey  a re  v a lu e s  th a t  by  th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d  
w e  h av e  in  o u r  h e a rts— in  sp ite  o f  ev e ry  
e ffo r t  o f  ty ra n n y , o p p re ss io n , a n d  s tu p id  
ity  to  b lo c k  th e se  v a lu e s  f r o m  o u r  liv e s .

W e  c a n  ju s t i fy  a ll o f  th e  s o rro w  o f  o u r  
p riv a te  l iv in g  s in c e  in fa n c y  in  th e  re a li  
z a t io n  th a t  w e  a re  a p r iv ile g e d  fe w  a liv e  
to d ay  to  k n o w  w h a t  is  h a p p e n in g . 
O th e r s  y e t u n b o rn  w ill  h a v e  to  re a d  th e  
co ld  a c c o u n ts  o f  h is to r y ; w e  a re  a liv e  
to  p erce iv e  th e  w o r k in g s  o f  th e  L a w .

In  o u r  o w n  w ay  w e  m u st  n o w  see  in  
th is  g r e a t  s tru g g le  o f  th e  a g e s  s o m e th in g  
to  ca ll  u s m o re  d e f in ite ly , m o re  c le a r ly , 
a n d  m o re  d ra m a tic a lly  to  th e  c h a lle n g e  
o f  a p p r o a c h in g  v ic to r y ; fo r  w e w ill  h a v e  
to  p u t th is  w o r ld  b a c k  to g e th e r  a g a in . 
W e  w ill h a v e  to  re -e s ta b lish  it ,  a n d  re  
fo r m  it  in to  a b e tte r  sh a p e . I t  w ill  h av e  
to  b e co m e  a  b e tte r  k in d  o f  w o r ld , o n e  
in  w h ic h  th e r e  is  g r e a te r  o p p o rtu n ity , 
g re a te r  u n d e r s ta n d in g , g r e a te r  f r ie n d  
sh ip .

In  t h in k in g  n o w  o f  w h a t  w e  a re  g o  
in g  to  d o  w ith  v ic to ry  w e  m ig h t  w e ll 
b e  m in d fu l  o f  th e  w o rd s  o f  C ic e r o , w h o  
sa id , “T h e  b u rd e n s  o f  a d v e rs ity  a re  
h e a v y , b u t  th e  b u rd e n s  o f  su ccess a re  o f  
su c h  g r e a t  w e ig h t  th a t  v ery  fe w  c a n  
ca rry  th e m .”

T o  b e a r  w ith  in te g r ity  th e  w e ig h t  an d  
b u rd e n  o f  su ccess  is th e  g re a t  te s t  w h ic h  
n o w  a p p ro a ch e s  u s . I f  w e  a re  to  ca rry  
th is  w e ig h t , w e  c a n  n o t  a llo w  o u rse lv es 
to  s in k  b a c k  in to  th e  old  c o n c e p ts  o f  
su cce ss . N o r  c a n  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  lo n g  
in g ly  to  t im e s  w h e n  o u r  p r iv a te  in d u stry  
c a n  re s u m e  its  th o u g h d e s s  e x p lo ita t io n  
o f  th e  in d u s try  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r , a n d  th e  
r e s u lta n t  se lf -d e s tru c tio n  w h ic h  m a rk e d

th e  y e a rs  th a t  h av e  led  u p  to  th is  c ro ss  
ro a d  o f  t im e .

I t  is  o u r  p re se n t  ta s k  to  d is c o v e r  th e  
g r e a t  w o r k  to  w h ic h  A m e r ic a  is  p re  
d e s tin e d , a n d  to  d e d ic a te  o u rse lv e s  to  i t ;  
so  th a t  o u r  w o rld  w ill  g o  fo rw a rd  to  its  
r ig h t fu l  d e s t in y , n o  lo n g e r  e n cu m b e re d  
by  th e  h o rr ib le  b u rd e n  o f  m a n ’s se lf ish  
n e ss  a n d  in h u m a n ity  to  m a n . T h e  
fu tu r e  o f  a d e m o c ra c y  d e p e n d s  u p o n  
o n e  th in g  a b o v e  a ll o th e rs— it  is th a t  th e  
p eo p le  o f  a  d e m o c ra c y  m u s t  b e  ca p a b le  
o f  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t. T h a t  d o es  n o t  m e a n  
m e re ly  re p re se n ta t iv e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  s ta te  
a n d  n a t io n . S e lf -g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  m e a n  
b a s ic a lly  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  e a c h  in d i  
v id u a l by  h im s e lf ,  a c c o r d in g  to  a  co d e  
o f  n a t io n a l o r  so c ia l c o n v ic t io n s  w h ic h  
p re se rv e  a n d  p ro te c t  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  o u r  
s o c ia l  o rd e r  a n d  p o lit ic a l  s ta te .

In  o r d e r  to  fu n c t io n  a s  a  d e m o cra cy  
a  n a t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  th o u g h tfu l  
p e rso n s . W e  c a n n o t  h o p e  th a t  c o lle c tiv e  
le g is la t io n  c a n  n e u tr a l iz e  th e  th o u g h d e s s -  
n e ss , ig n o r a n c e , o r  s tu p id ity  o f  a n  in  
d iv id u a l c it iz e n r y . W e  m u s t  b u ild  to  
w a rd  a  c o lle c t iv e  e n lig h te n m e n t , s tro n g  
e n o u g h , e n d u r in g  e n o u g h , to  p re se rv e  
o u r  c o lle c tiv e  d e m o cra cy .

I n  o r d e r  to  d o  th is , w e  m u s t  e a c h  o f  
u s  c o m e  fa c e  to  fa c e  w ith  th e  c h a lle n g e  
o f  o u r  o w n  liv in g . T h e  in it ia l  re sp o n  
s ib il ity  is  f o r  c le a r  t h in k in g ;  n o t th in k  
in g  c o n d it io n e d  b y  o u r  p e rso n a l in te re s t , 
b u t  th in k in g  b a se d  in  a b ro a d , u n iv e rsa l 
a t t itu d e — d eep  e n o u g h  to  e x p lo re  in to  
th e  s u b s tr a tu m  o f  u n c e r ta in t ie s ;  lib e ra l  
e n o u g h  to  in c lu d e  th e  v ie w p o in ts  o f  a ll  
o th e r  m e n ; a n d  lo fty  e n o u g h  to  b in d  us 
to  th e  g r e a t  s p ir itu a l a n d  id e a lis t ic  c o n  
v ic t io n s  w h ic h  a re  th e  p rice le ss  h e r ita g e  
o f  e n d u r in g  p eace .

A ll  th e se  th in g s  w e  m u st  h a v e . E a c h  
in d iv id u a l m u s t  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith in  h im  
se lf  th e  m a g n if ic e n t  a d v e n tu r e  o f  d is  
c o v e r in g  th e s e  th in g s  in  h im s e lf . I t  is  
w ith  th e se  q u a lit ie s , th e s e  p o w e rs , th is
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in te g r ity , th is  v ir tu e  w ith in  h im s e lf , th a t  
h e  m u st  th e n  p re p a re  h is  l ife  a n d  h is  
c h a r a c te r  fo r  th e  b u rd e n  o f  a n e w  w a y  
o f  l if e ,  th e  o n e  th a t m u s t  su re ly  c o m e  
fro m  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  a n  o ld  o rd e r  
w h ic h  w e  see  c o lla p s in g  a b o u t  u s . A g a in , 
w e  a re  b r in g in g  to  a n  e n d  a n  a g e  o f  
ty ra n ts . B u t  th is  t im e  th e  v ic to ry  w ill 
n o t a v a il u s e ith e r , u n le ss  w e  c h e c k  a n d  
c u re  th e  ty ra n n y  th a t  lies  s u b je c t iv e  in  
o u rse lv e s .

T h e  h u m a n  m in d  is  s t ill  a  s tru c tu re  
o f  m y s te ry . W e  d o n o t k n o w  o f  w h a t  
it  is  co m p o se d ; w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  th e  
se c re ts  o f  its  f u n c t io n ;  w e c a n  n o t  ev e n  
p e rce iv e  its  n a tu re . W e  c a n  a p p ro a ch  it 
o n ly  p ra g m a tic a lly , by  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  
o f  w h a t  it  d oes.

T h r o u g h  th e  c la s s if ic a tio n  o f  m e n ta l 
p h e n o m e n a  w e  a tte m p t to  d isco v e r  th e  
n a tu re  o f  th e  m in d . T h i s  is  n o t  a n  e n  
t ire ly  sa tis fa c to ry  p ro c e d u re ; b u t  u n fo r  
tu n a te ly  i t  is th e  o n e  w a y  by w h ic h  w e 
c a n  a p p r o a c h  m o st o f  th e  g r e a t  re a lit ie s  
o f  l if e .  W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  l if e  is .

W e  se e m  to  h a v e  th e  c a p a c ity  to  c re a te  
l i f e ;  w e  seem  to  h av e  th e  c a p a c ity  to  
d e stro y  it . A n d  y e t, w ith  th e se  p o w e rs  
w ith in ^  g ra s p , w e h a v e  n o  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  l i f e  s o w n  n a tu re , w e  h a v e  n o  r e a li  
z a t io n  o f  i ts  re la t io n s h ip  to  a n y  u n i 
v ersal p a tte rn  o r  u n iv e rsa l p la n , o r  u n i 
v ersa l su b s ta n ce .

. , n o t  k n o w  w h a t  co n sc io u sm
W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  th a t  p o u- — » .« j w  wnai m at pov

„  W1,th ln  o u rse lv e s  th a t  m a k e s  u s kn< 
m se ly e !!- W e  d o  n o t k n o w  th e  ro o t 

o w n  W-n k e in g> th e  su b s ta n ce  o f  < 

W e  ° n iy k n ° w  th a t
d e l i c a J  £  ' ? S tru m e n ts, v" y  m u c h  1 

m a c h in e s , a n d  t h a t  th ro e

th e s e  m a c h in e s  th e r e  f lo w s o u t in to  l if e ,  
in to  th e  w o rld , in to  o u r  e n v ir o n m e n t, a 
c o n fu s io n  o f  im p u lse s , n o b le  a n d  ig  
n o b le , c o n s tru c t iv e  a n d  d e s tru c t iv e , lo n g - 
v is io n e d  a n d  sh o r t-v is io n e d ; a n d  f r o m  
th is  s tra n g e  o r a c u la r  fa b r ic  o f  o u r  b e in g s  
th e r e  a re  c o n s ta n tly  f lo w in g  o u t  o ra c le s , 
id e a ls , d re a m s , p u rp o se s , h o p e s , s tru c  
tu re s  f o r  th e  fu tu r e , a n d  e a c h  p e rso n  in  
h is  o w n  sm a ll w a y  is  t r y in g  to  liv e  o u t 
so m e  s m a ll d re a m  w h ic h  h o v e rs  in  th e  
in ta n g ib le s  o f  h is  l if e .

W e  d o  n o t k n o w  w h a t  th e s e  th in g s  
a re . W e  d o  n o t k n o w  w h y  th e y  are , 
W e  d o  n o t k n o w  w ith  a n y  c e r ta in ty  
w h a t  is  to  c o m e  f r o m  th e m  in  th e  fu ll  

n e ss  o f  t im e .
B u t  w e d o  k n o w  th a t  th e y  are.
A n d  b e ca u se  w e  h a v e  th is  b a s ic  c o n  

v ic t io n , a se lf -c o n v ic t io n  based  u p o n  th e  
te s t im o n y  o f  th e  se lf , w e  a re  l iv in g  b e  
in g s , l iv in g  c re a tu re s , r e a l iz in g  m o re  
a n d  m o re  th e  in f in ite  l im itle s s n e s s  o f  o u r  
o w n  p o te n tia l , a n d  re c o g n iz in g  e v e r  
m o re  su re ly  h o w  w e  a re  l im i t in g  th a t  
p o te n tia l  th r o u g h  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  o u r  
o w n  p e rsp e ctiv e s  a n d  th e  l im ita t io n  o f  
o u r  o w n  in te lle c tu a l a t t itu d e  to w a rd  life  
its e lf .

A s  l iv in g  c re a tu re s  th e  m o st im p o r  
ta n t  in s tr u m e n t , th e  m o st v ita l to o l in  
o u r  e q u ip m e n t  is th e  m in d . M in d  is o u r . 
n a m e  fo r  a  n a m e le ss  th in g . M a n , e v e r  
s e e k in g  to  f in d  o u t s o m e th in g  a b o u t th e ! 
w o r k in g s  o f  h is  o w n  m in d , is  n e v e r  c e r  
ta in  w h a t  is tru e  a n d ; w h a t  is  fa ls e ; 
w h a t  m in d  a cce p ts  as th e  re a lit ie s , w h a t  
m in d  ca n  d o  to  th e  u n re a litie s .

W e  a re  l iv in g  as p h y s ic a l c re a tu re s  in  
a m e n ta l w o rld . M o re  a n d  m o re  w e  
c o m e  to  r e a liz e  th a t  w e  k n o w  v ery  l it t le  
a b o u t  th is  v is ib le , p h y s ica l w o rld . W e  
h a v e  o n ly  th e  te s t im o n y  g iv e n  to  u s by 
o u r  m in d s . W h e n  th e  m in d  is fa ls e  th e  
w o rld  is  fa ls e . I f  o u r  t h in k in g  is  u n  
t r u e , th e n  o u r  l iv in g  is  u n tru e .

In  th e  m o m e n t  o f  th is  g r e a t  c r it ica l 
t im e  in  th e  ag e-o ld  l if e  o f  o u r  ra c e , w e 
m ig h t  m a k e  so m e  re s o lu tio n s . T h e y  
w o u ld  b e  N e w  Y e a r -N e w  W o r ld  re so lu  
t io n s— m a r k in g  th e  fa ll o f  th e  c ita d e l o f 
F a s c is m  in  E u r o p e  as th e  e n d  o f a y ea r 
so  o ld  th a t i t  h a s  e x te n d e d  o v e r m a n y  
y e a rs  o f  h u m a n  l i f e .  O n  t h e  th re sh o ld
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o f a  n e w  v is io n  a n d  a n e w  w ay  th e se  
re s o lu tio n s  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t  h o w  w e  a re  
croing to  r ise  as in d iv id u a ls  to  m e e t  th e  
c h a lle n g e  o f  n e w  t im e s : H o w  w e  a re
g o in g  to  b e  th o u g h tfu l  as n e v e r  b e fo re . 
H o w  w e  a r e  g o in g  to  b e  s in c e re  as n e v e r  
b e fo re . H o w  w e  a re  g o in g  to  d ev e lo p  
in te g r ity  as n e v e r  b e fo r e — in  th e  d eep  
a n d  a b id in g  h o p e  th a t  i f  w e c a n  b u ild  
e n o u g h  o f  t r u th  w ith in  o u rse lv e s  w e  ca n  
p re v e n t o th e r  a g e s  y e t u n b o rn  f r o m  s u f  
fe r in g  th e  m ise ry  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  k n o w n .

T h i s  is a g o o d  t im e  fo r  su c h  re so lu  
tio n s , k e y e d  to  th e  in d iv id u a l’s reso lv e  
to  p u t th e  h o u se  o f  h is  o w n  m in d  in  
o rd e r .

I t  is im p o ss ib le  f o r  ty ra n n y  to  f lo u r is h  
in  th e  w o rld  u n le ss  ty ra n n y  flo u r is h e s  
in  th e  m in d s  o f  m e n . C o n d it io n s  o f  
w o rld  c o n f la g r a t io n  su c h  as w e  k n o w  
are  n o t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t by a  h a n d fu l  o f  
o p p o rtu n is ts . T h e  le a d e rs  o f  m o v e m e n ts  
to w a rd  o p p re ss io n  e x is t  o n ly  b e ca u se  w e 
h av e  su sta in e d  th e m , a n d  b e ca u se  in  o u r  
h e a rts  w e , to o , a re  o p p o rtu n is ts . W e  
k n o w  th e ir  w a y  b e tte r  th a n  w e  k n o w  
th e  w ay  o f  in te g r ity . T h e s e  le a d e rs  a re  
c lo se r  to  u s th a n  a re  th e  g o d s . W e  a re  
m o re  in f lu e n c e d  b y  t h e ir  h u m a n  s m a ll  
n ess th a n  b y  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  tr u th  a n d  
in te g r ity . A n d  so  it  is , th a t  if  w e a re  
to  p u t o u r  m in d s  in  o r d e r , w e  m u st a t 
o n ce  p lace  o u r  f ir s t  o f fe r in g  u p o n  th e  
a lta r  o f  a N e w  W o r ld .

W h e n  a n  a n c ie n t  w e n t  to  th e  te m p le  
to  p ray  fo r  th e  g o d s  to  h e lp  h im  in  so m e  
p a rt ic u la r , w h e n  h e c a m e  a s k in g  th e  
w isd o m  a n d  g u id a n c e  o f  so m e in ta n  
g ib le , in v is ib le  p o w e r , h e  n e v e r  ca m e  
e m p ty -h a n d e d . H e  a lw a y s  b r o u g h t  w ith  
h im  so m e  s im p le  o f fe r in g , as e v id e n c e  
th a t  h e  d id  n o t  e x p e c t  s o m e th in g  fo r  
n o th in g  o u t  o f  n a tu re , o r  th e  g o d s . 
W h a t  h e b r o u g h t  w a s p o ssib ly  o f  n o  
p h y sica l o r  v is ib le  v a lu e ; b u t  it d id  re 
p re se n t p e rso n a l e ffo r t . T h e  o ld e n  d ay  
fa r m e r  w o u ld  b r in g  a b a s k e t  o f  h is 
g r a in ;  th e  sh o p k e e p e r  w o u ld  b r in g  so m e- 
th m g  fro m  h is s to r e ; th e  h o u s e w ife  
w o u ld  b r in g  n e e d le w o rk ; c h ild r e n  w o u ld  
b r in g  flo w e rs  g a th e re d  by  th e  ro a d s id e .

w ay s w h a t  th ey  b r o u g h t  sy m b o liz e d  

W ere g iv in g  s o m e th in g  o f

T h e  g re a t  m a ste rs  o f  o ld  h a v e  to ld  us 
th a t  th e  o n e  o f fe r in g  e v e r  p e r fe c tly  a c  
c e p ta b le  to  th e  g o d s  is  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l 
to  b r in g  th a t  w h ic h  is  o f  h im s e lf , an  
o f fe r in g  o f  h a n d s  a n d  h e a rt  a n d  m in d  
in  e x p e c ta n c y  o f  th e  g o o d  d e s ire d  o f  
n a tu re .

In  w o r k in g  w ith  o u r  m in d s , th e  first 
th in g  w e m u st try  to  a c c o m p lis h  is m e n  
ta l  h o n e s ty . T h e r e  is a n  in f in ite ly  im  
p o r ta n t  k in d  o f  h o n e s ty  th a t  w e  h av e 
n o t b e e n  ta u g h t  in  sc h o o ls ; i t  is  th a t  
k in d  o f  h o n e s ty  w h ic h  w e  k n o w  b e lo n g s  
to  a b e tte r  w a y  o f  l i f e .  B u t  w e  a re  
a fra id  o f  th is  k in d  o f  h o n e s ty  in  a  w o rld  
in  w h ic h  so  m u c h  d is h o n e s ty  is fo re v e r  
s c h e m in g  a g a in s t  u s . Y e t ,  a d m it t in g  
th a t  w e  m a y  n o t  b e  a b le  to  o v e rc o m e  
th e  b u rd e n s  o f  th e  w o r ld ’s c o n c e its , w e 
c a n  le a r n  to  t h in k  s tr a ig h t  a n d  th in k  
c le a r ly  o u rse lv e s .

W e  o f te n  t h in k  o f  h o n e s ty  as b r u ta l .  
W e  a r e  a fr a id , p o ssib ly , th a t  i f  w e  b e  
c o m e  h o n e s t  w e  a re  g o in g  to  b e c o m e  
u n k in d . I f  w e , f o r  in s ta n c e , s ta rte d  to  
te ll  p e o p le  w h a t  w e  th o u g h t , w e  w o u ld  
lo se  a ll o u r  f r ie n d s . '

T h a t  is n o t  tru e , n o t tru e  a t  a ll .  W e  
p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  lo se  o u r  f r ie n d s  i f  w e 
to ld  o u r  fr ie n d s  a ll th e  stu p id  m is -  
th o u g h ts  th a t  w e  h a v e  a b o u t  th e m . I f  
o u r  m in d s  w e re  lo a d e d  w ith  u n fa ir n e s s , 
p re ju d ic e s , b ig o tr y , f a n a t ic a l  a t t itu d e s , 
a n im o s it ie s , a n d  p etty  g r ie v a n c e s , a n d  
w e  re g a rd e d  h o n e s ty  m e re ly  as th e  a ir  
in g  o f  th e se  q u a lit ie s  w e  w o u ld  c e r ta in  
ly  m u ltip ly  th e  o b je c tio n a b le n e s s  o f  o u r  
c h a ra c te rs !

B u t  th a t  is  n o t h o n e s ty .

T h a t  is o n ly  a  k in d  o f  e x tro v e rs io n  o f 
d is h o n e s ty . M o st so -ca lle d  f r a n k  p eo p le  
a re  m e re ly  f r a n k ly  d is h o n e s t, in s te a d  of 
b e in g  p o lite ly  d is h o n e s t.

L o n g  b e fo re  h o n e s ty  re a lly  c o m e s  in to  
o u r  liv es  w e  m u st h av e  se ttle d  e n o u g h  
o f  o u r  in w a r d  c o n c e its  so th a t  o u r  
h o n e s t w o rd s a re  in  th e m se lv e s  b e a u tifu l. 
O n ly  w h e n  m a n  sp e a k s b e a u t ifu l  w o rd s 
is h e tru ly  h o n e s t to  h im s e lf . T h e  in  
d iv id u a l w h o  is  rea lly  h o n e s t d o es n o t 
m a k e  h is  c h a r a c te r  u p  by g o in g  a ro u n d  
p ic k in g  o n  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  o th e rs . 
H e  d oes n o t b u rd e n  th e  w o rld  w i th  th e
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m ia s m a  o f  a ll o f  h is  o w n  n e g a tiv e  c o n  
c e its . T r u e  h o n e s ty  is  f a r  d e e p e r  th a n  

th is .
T r u e  h o n e s ty  is th e  in te l lig e n t  se a rch  

fo r  th e  fa c ts  in  th in g s , a n d  th e  b u ild in g  
o f  l if e  u p o n  fa c ts  a n d  n o t  u p o n  p r e ju  
d ic e s . I t  is b u ild in g  l if e  u p o n  th e  th re e  
fo ld  fo u n d a t io n  th a t  S o c ra te s  se t d o w n : 
T h e  re a l iz a t io n  o f  u n ity , b e a u ty , a n d  
u t i l ity ; th e  a b s o lu te  in te rd e p e n d e n c y  o f  
a ll f in e n e s s ; a n d  th e  re a liz a t io n  t h a t  th e  
h u m a n  b e in g  b e c o m e s  tru ly  h u m a n  to  
th e  d e g re e  th a t  h e b e co m e s  tru ly  f in e .

T h e r e  f t  n o  su ch  th in g  as b r u ta l  h o n  
e s ty . T h e r e  m a y  b e  b r u ta lity , as th e re  
m a y  a lso  b e  a f r a n k n e s s  w h ic h  is n o  
lo n g e r  co n c e a le d  b e h in d  h y p o c r it ic a l  a t  
t itu d e s , b u t h o n e s ty  b e g in s  by  p u tt in g  
l if e  so to g e th e r  w ith in  th e  s e lf  th a t  i t  is 
n o  lo n g e r  n e cessa ry  f o r  u s to  e x tro v e r t  
in  a n  u n p le a s a n t  m a n n e r  in  o r d e r  to  
b e a r w itn e ss  to  o u rse lv e s .

S o , w e m u s t  h a v e  m e n ta l c la r ity . W e  
m u st  u se th e  m in d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  fo r
w h ic h  it  w a s in te n d e d ; fo r  th e  p u rp ose  
o f  th o u g h t , an d  n o t  m e re ly  to  b e  a c a r  
r ie r  o f  o p in io n s  a n d  tra d it io n s .

T h e  o r d in a ry  in d iv id u a l liv es  in  a 
w o rld  in  w h ic h  th e  c re a tiv e  p o w e r o f  
h is  m in d  is l i t t le  u sed . H e  d ep en d s f o r  
m o s t  o f  h is  m e n ta l d e c is io n s  u p o n  th e  
w e ig h t  o f  c o u n s e l, u p o n  th e  w e ig h t  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e — m o stly  h is  o w n , as op p osed  
to  th a t  o f  a ll o th e r  m e n — th e  w e ig h t  o f 
tr a d it io n , th e  e x a m p le s  o f  o th e rs  w h o  
h a v e  k n o w n  v a r io u s  s im ila r  c ir c u m  
sta n c e s . H is  m e n ta l ca p a c it ie s  a re  th e r e  
fo re  la rg e ly  u sed  to  p e rp e tu a te , in  h is  
o w n  a c t io n s , l in e s  o f  t h in k in g  w h ic h  
h a v e  o r ig in a te d  w ith  o th e r  m e n .

B ig  b u sin ess  is in c r e a s in g ly  in c l in e d  
to  d iv id e  m e n ta l re s p o n s ib ility , n o t  leav e  
d e c is io n s  w h o lly  to  o n e  in d iv id u a l. W e  
se t u p  g ro u p s , c o m m itte e s , b o a rd s , c o m  
m iss io n s , a n d  v a rio u s  a c c u m u la t io n s  o f  
p erso n s, h o p in g  to  b e n e fit  f ro m  th e 
c o m m o n  k n o w le d g e  o f  all o n  m a tte rs  
r e la t in g  to  so m e p a r t ic u la r . B u t ,  ev en  
so , isn  t th e  te n d e n cy  e v e r  p re se n t to  u se 

t n i W i j  ° n ty f o r  th e  P e r p e tu a tio n  o f

of kno\!fedge?her ^  ^  ^  discovery

d i v i d u a l '^  d ^ cu ' t f ° r  ^ e  a v e ra g e  in - 
^  to  a t te m p t  a tru ly  in te lle c tu a l

p ro ce ss . O n ly  in  ra re  e m e rg e n c y  d o  w e 
t h in k .  T h a t  is w h y  e m e r g e n c y  is  n e ce s  
sary  to  th e  su rv iv a l o f  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  

ra ce .
I n  th e  n o rm a l co u rse  o f  l iv in g  th e  in  

d iv id u a l b e g in s  to  th in k  to  th e  d e g re e  
th a t  h is  l iv in g  b e co m e s  u n c e r ta in . W h ile  
l iv in g  f lo w s a lo n g  in  a re a s o n a b le  w ay  
w e  a re  c o n te n t  to  d r i f t ;  o p p o se  P r o v id  
e n c e  o n ly  w h e n  P ro v id e n c e  b e co m e s  u n  
e n d u r a b le .

T h i s  is  n o t  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  m in d . I t  
is n o t in te n d e d  th a t  w e sh o u ld  r e m a in  
in te lle c tu a lly  in  a k in d  o f  c o m a , a n d  
o n ly  be b r ie fly  s t im u la te d  by so m e  w o rld  
c a ta s tro p h e .

P o ss ib ly  th e  ro o t  o f  it  is n a tu ra l la z i  
n e ss. T h e  b o d y  o f  m a n  is  m a d e  o f  
p h y s ica l s u b s ta n c e s . T h e  la w s g o v e r n  
in g  th o se  su b s ta n c e s  a re  la rg e ly  la w s o f  
in e r t ia ,  a n d  b e ca u se  w e  m u st c a rry  th e  
b u rd e n  o f  th is  ca rc a ss  w ith  u s w h e r e v e r  
w e  g o , w e  a re  b o rn  tire d  a n d  g r o w  m o re  
w e a ry  w ith  th e  y ears . W e  b e g in  to  
c a te r  to  th e  la w  o f  g ra v ity  a n d  th e  p r in  
c ip le  o f  in e r t ia .  W e  b e g in  to  b e liev e  
th a t  h a p p in e ss  lie s  in  th e  in e r tia  c o n te n t ;  
a n d  th a t  th e  less w e d o , th e  m o re  g ra te  
fu l w e sh o u ld  b e ; a n d  th e  less th e  c h a l  
le n g e , th e  m o re  su ita b le  o u r  t im e s . T h is  
in  its e lf  is  e n tir e ly  w ro n g .

T h r o u g h o u t  l i f e ,  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  
to  th e  e n d , w e  fu lf i l l  o u r  d e stin y  to  th e  
d e g re e  th a t  w e  re m a in  m e n ta lly  a le r t—  
a n d  th a t  is  a s  tru e  o f  a g e  as i t  is  o f  
y o u th .

A s  th e  b u rd e n  o f  in e r tia  in c re a se s  
w ith  th e  y ea rs , w e  a re  in c lin e d  to  seek  
m o re  a n d  m o re  o f  c o m fo r t  a n d  se c u r ity , 
a n d  h av e  less a n d  less in te re s t  in  th e  
c h a lle n g e  o f  se r io u s a n d  s tre n u o u s  th in k  
in g .
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N o  b e tte r  e x p re ss io n  o f  th is  h a s  ev er 
b e e n  g iv e n  th a n  th e  o n e  g iv e n  by  D io  
g e n e s , th a t  g ra n d  o ld  G e o r g e  B e rn a r d  
S h a w  o f  A th e n s . S o m e o n e  sa id  to  D io  
g e n e s  in  h is  a d v a n c in g  y e a rs : “ M a s te r , 
y ou  a re  n o w  r ic h  in  a g e . Y o u  h av e
co m e  to  th a t  t im e  o f  l if e  w h e n  m e n  
sh o u ld  ta k e  th in g s  m o re  e a s ily . W h y  
d o  you  n o t  r e la x ?  L e t  y o u n g e r  m e n  
ca rry  th e  b u r d e n ! W h y  d o  you  in s is t  in  
y o u r a d v a n ce d  y e a rs  o n  tr y in g  to  m a in  
ta in  th e  p ace  th a t  y ou  h ad  in  y o u th ? ”

D io g e n e s  re p lie d  s im p ly : “ W h e n  a
m a n  is  r u n n in g  a ra ce , sh a ll h e  s lo w  u p  
as h e  n e a rs  th e  ta p e ; o r sh a ll h e , as h e 
co m e s  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  ra ce , g iv e  a t  
th a t  m o m e n t e v e ry  o u n c e  o f  h is  s t r e n g th ?  
L i f e  is a ra ce . I  see  b e fo re  m e  th e  ta p e  
o f  in e v ita b le  d e a th . S h a ll  I  th e r e fo re  
s lo w  d o w n  b e ca u se  o f  th e  w e ig h t  o f  
y ears , o r  sh a ll I  g iv e  m y  b e st n o w , re a l 
iz in g  th a t  I  h a v e  n o t  m u c h  lo n g e r  to  
g iv e ? ”

T h i s  v ery  w ise  v ie w p o in t  w o u ld  p r o b  
ab ly , i f  a p p lie d , p re v e n t  m a n y  e ld e r ly  
p eo p le  fro m  r u n n in g  d o w n . M o re  th a n  
fro m  a n y  o th e r  s in g le  ca u se , w e  ru n  
d o w n  b e ca u se  w e  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  t im e  
h as c o m e  to  ru n  d o w n . C o n s id e r  th is  
sim p le  e x a m p le  o f  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  
m in d  o v e r l i f e .  W h e n  w e  re a c h  o u r 
s ix tie s , w e  n o tic e  th a t  p e o p le  w ill  g e t  u p  
in  th e  s tre e tc a r  so  w e  ca n  s it  d o w n . T h a t  
re m in d s  u s th a t  w e  a re  in  o u r  s ix t ie s . 
O u r  h o m e  fo lk s  p u sh  cu sh io n s  u n d e r  u s , 
w a n t  to  ca rry  o u r  p a c k a g e s . T h e r e  is  a n  
in crease  in  w h isp e re d  r e m a rk s  a b o u t  ta k  
in g  ca re  o f  G r a n d f a th e r . W e  a re  to ld  
w e c a n n o t  d o th e  th in g s  w e  u sed  to  d o. 
A n d  w h e n  o n e  d ay  w e  a re  a i l in g , e v e ry  
o n e  says, “ W e l l ,  w h a t  c a n  y ou  e x p e c t?  
Y o u ’ re  s e v e n ty -s e v e n !”

I f  w e  h e a r  th is  o f te n  e n o u g h , an d  
lis te n  to  i t  a t te n tiv e ly  e n o u g h , read  
a b o u t it  e n o u g h  in  th e  liv e s  o f  o th e r  
m e n  w h o  w e n t  to  p ie ce s  in  a d v a n c in g  
y ears— as o u r  d o c to r  w a rn s  u s o u r  h e a rt  
w o n ’t  s tan d  u p  m u c h  lo n g e r , o r  th a t 
o u r  liv e r  is g o in g  to  g o  b a d — if  w e  a re  
co n sta n tly  su rro u n d e d  by  h e lp fu l h u  
m a n s  se n d in g  o u t  in  c o n s ta n t  s tre a m  
su c h  n e g a tiv e  th o u g h ts , is th e r e  an y  
w o n d e r  th a t  so m e d ay  w e  say to  o u r  
selv es, “ I  g u e s s  i t ’s t r u e ,” a n d  se le c t  a

c o m fo r ta b le  r o c k in g  c h a ir  so m e w h e re  
a n d  ro c k  o u rse lv e s  in to  e te r n ity ?

W h a t  d o  y ou  su p p o se  w o u ld  h a p p e n  
i f  a ll to g e th e r  w e  su d d e n ly  s a id : “ T h e  
o ld e r  a m a n  g e ts , th e  s tro n g e r  h e  is  I” 

W e  m ig h t  n o t b e  a b le  to  p ro v e  i t  a l 
w a y s, b u t I  a m  w o n d e r in g  w h a t  w o u ld  
h a p p e n  i f  w e sto p p e d  r e g a r d in g  o ld  ag e 
as a n  u n fo r tu n a te  a c c id e n t  a n d  th o u g h t  
o f  a d v a n c in g  y ears as a sp le n d id  o p p o r  
tu n ity !  I f  w e  b e lie v e d  as fu lly  in  th e  
w e a lth  o f  a d v a n c in g  y ears as w e n o w  b e  
lie v e  in  th e  w e a lth  o f  y o u th , th e r e  is 
q u ite  a p o ss ib ility  th a t  w e w o u ld  c h a n g e  
co n s id e ra b ly  th e  p a t te r n  o f  th in g s .

A t  a n y  t im e , w e  c a n  s to p  sa y in g  th a t  
p eo p le  d ie  o f  o ld  a g e , a n d  a d m it  th a t  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  tru e  f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g , 
th a t  m o s t  p eo p le  d ie  o f  a b a d  d is p o s it io n .

I t  w o u ld  a lso  b e  c o n s tru c t iv e  to  p o in t  
o u t t h a t  G r a n d f a th e r ’s en d  w a s n ’t  d u e  
to  a d v a n c in g  y e a rs  b u t  w as b r o u g h t  
a b o u t by  h is  k id n e y .

I t  is  b o th  p o ss ib le  a n d  p ro b a b le  th a t  
w e  co u ld  c o n s id e ra b ly  e n r ic h  th e  la s t te n  
o r  f if te e n  y ea rs  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  p e rso n ’s 
e a r th ly  e x is te n c e  i f  w e  d id  n o t b u rd e n  
h im  w ith  th e  p sy ch o lo g y  o f  o ld  a g e , 
m a k in g  h im  fe e b le  th r o u g h  m a k in g  h is 
m in d  g ra d u a lly  c o n tr ib u te  to  h is  d eca y . 
F o r  th e  m in d  c a n  d o  th a t .  I t  d oes it  
co n s ta n tly  to  u s . A n d  s im p ly  b e ca u se  
w e  h av e  n o t le a rn e d  th a t  th e  m o s t  h e a rt  
less d e sp o t, th e  g re a te s t  ty ra n t , th e  m o st 
co m p le te ly  N a z if ie d  i te m  in  th e  e n tir e  
u n iv e rse  is th e  h u m a n  m in d . O n c e  p er 
m it  it  to  e s ta b lis h  its  ty ra n n y  o v e r  a l if e ,  
a n d  th a t  l ife  is u tte r ly  d e stro y e d .

T h e  m in d  is n o t c a p a b le  o f  m a k in g  
th e  g r e a t  b a s ic  d e c is io n s  o f  l iv in g . I t  is 
a m a g n if ic e n t  in s tr u m e n t , a n  in c o m p a r  
a b le  se rv a n t, b u t  a h e a rtle ss  a n d  re le n t  
less  m a s te r . U n t i l  w e a re  a b le  to  c o n  
q u e r  th e  m e n ta l te n d e n c ie s  in  o u rse lv e s , 
w e  ca n  n e v e r  h o p e  to  c u re  th o se  la rg e r  
a ilm e n ts  w h ic h  a re  m a n ife s te d  in  so cie ty  
in  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  c o lle c t iv e  b r e a k d o w n  
o f  in d iv id u a l m in d s .

" ^ e  a v e ra g e  p e rso n  c o m e s  in to  th is  

u a  m *n ^  re a s o n a b ly  n o r m a l;
th e n  fro m  th e  t im e  o f  c h ild h o o d  o n , it 
is g ra d u a lly  m o ld e d  a w a y  fr o m  n o rm a l 
cy in to  h a b it  p a tte rn s , in to  u n p ro v a b le  
b u t  a cce p te d  h y p o th e se s , in to  th e  b e lie f
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in  th e  in e v ita b ility  o f  c e r ta in  fo rm u la s  
a n d  p a tte rn s . I t  is in te r e s tin g  to  o b se rv e , 
in  th e  stu d y  o f  th e  p sy ch o lo g y  o f  h u m a n  
b e in g s , h o w  m a n y  o f  o u r  o u ts ta n d in g  
m e n  w e re  reg a rd e d  as h o p e le ss  w h e n  
th e y  w e re  y o u n g . S o m e  o f  th e  g re a te s t  
g e n iu se s  o f  h is to ry  co u ld  n o t  g ra d u a te  
f r o m  o r d in a r y  d ay  sch o o ls . T h o m a s  
E d is o n  w as a lw a y s  a t th e  fo o t  o f  ev e ry  
c la ss  h e  w as e v e r  in , an d  h a d  v ery  lit t le  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  b e  in  a n y . H e n r y  F o r d  
a c q u ire d  fo r  h is  l i t t le  v il la g e  th e  ra ilro a d  
s ta tio n  p la tfo rm  f r o m  w h ic h  T h o m a s  A . 
E d is o n  w as l ite r a lly  k ic k e d  as a u seless, 
w o rth le s s , s tu p id  fo o l.

O r ,  c o n s id e r  a n o th e r  ty p e  o f  m a n , an d  
w h a t  it w a s th a t  cau sed  th e  te a ch e rs  an d
p ro fe sso rs  w h o  ta u g h t  N a p o le o n  I  to  b e  
lie v e  th a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  v ery  m u c h  
b e tte r  th a n  a h a lf  w it?  C e r ta in ly , th e  
la s t th in g  su sp ected  in  th e  m ilita r y  
sc h o o l w h e re  N a p o le o n  s tu d ie d , w a s th a t  
h e  w o u ld  e v e r  b e  a su cce ss fu l m ilita r y  
o ff ic e r . H e  h a d  n o th in g , a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  re p o rts  o f  th e  t im e s , th a t  p ro m ise d  
e x c e lle n c e .

W a s  fa ilu r e  fo re c a s t  b e ca u se  so  m a n y  
o f  th e s e  m e n  re a lly  w e re  s tu p id , o r  w as 
it  b e c a u se  th e y  w e re  th e  p a r t ic u la r  
h u m a n  b e in g s  w h o  by  so m e  m y ste r io u s  
p ro cess w e re  in s u la te d  a g a in s t  th e  s tu p id  
ity  o f  th e ir  w o r ld ?  T h e y  w e re  ca lle d  
stu p id  b e ca u se  th ey  re fu se d  to  le a rn  
th in g s  th a t w e re  n o t im p o r ta n t . T h e y  
re fu se d  to  ta k e  on  an d  e x ce ll in  so m e- 
t in g  w h ic h  i ts e lf  p ro d u ce d  m e d io c r ity .

W e r e  th ey  u n a b le  to  le a r n , o r w e re  
t  ey  u n w ill in g  to  b e  m is in fo r m e d ?  I t  
^>oks v ery  m u c h  as th o u g h  th e  la tte r  

* n o m a s E d is o n ’s a t titu d e .
S o m e tim e s  th e  in d iv id u a l w h o  is  u n  

a b le  to  le a rn  p re se rv e s  m y s te r io u s ly  h is 
a b il i ty  to  t h in k .  E d u c a tio n  w ill h av e  
to  s tr u g g le  w ith  th a t  l it t le  m a tte r  fo r  
th e  n e x t  h u n d re d  y ea rs— fo r  so m e  w a y , 
so m e  m e th o d  m u st  b e  d ev ised  by  w h ic h  
w e  c a n  ta k e  th e  e d u c a te d , an d  by so m e  
a lc h e m y  tr a n s fo r m  th e m  in to  th e  in  
fo rm e d . T h e  tw o  a re  n o t in  th e  sam e 
c a te g o ry  a t  th e  m o m e n t .

O n e  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  m a tu re  
in d iv id u a l w h o  is t ry in g  to  th in k  is  h o w  
to  d is c o v e r  to  w h a t  d e g re e  h is  b a s ic  
p o w e r  o f  th o u g h t  h a s  b e e n  d a m a g e d  by  
h is  w o rld , h is  t im e s , a n d  h is  o p in io n s . 
I t  is sa fe  to  say  th a t  p ra c tic a lly  ev e ry  
o n e ’s m in d  is  s u ffe r in g  e ith e r  f ro m  d a m  
a g e  o r  e lse  f r o m  in e r tia . I t  h a s  n o t  
e s ta b lish e d  h a b its  o f  m e n ta l in d u s try , 
a n d  th e r e fo r e  it d oes n o t p ossess th e m . 
A n d  th e  o ld e r  w e  b e c o m e  th e  m o re  d if  
f ic u lt  i t  is to  e s ta b lis h  h a b its  th a t  w e 
w a n t  to  e s ta b lish , b e ca u se  o f  m o re  an d  
m o re  su b co n s c io u s ly  a c c u m u la te d  h a b its  
to  in te r fe r e  w ith  o u r  p ro g ra m .

U p  to  th e  p re se n t t im e  th e  p r in c ip a l 
b o o n  o f  e d u c a tio n  h a s  been  to  e s ta b lish  
in  th e  m in d  o f  th e  s tu d e n t th e  r o u tin e , 
th e  d is c ip lin e , a n d  th e  c o n tin u ity  o f  th e  
le a r n in g  p ro ce ss . T h e  su b s ta n c e  o f  t h a t  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  le a rn e d  is u su a lly  h o p e  
lessly  in a d e q u a te . B u t ,  i f  w e  d e v e lo p  
th e  c a p a c ity  to  le a r n , w e m a y , as t im e  
g o e s  o n , im p ro v e  u p o n  w h a t  w e h av e  
e d u c a tio n a lly  a c c u m u la te d .

B y  th e  t im e  w e  h a v e  re a c h e d  m id d le  
l if e ,  a n d  y ea rs  o f  so  c a lle d  th o u g h tfu l  
n ess, w e  a re  p re tty  w e ll in s u la te d  a g a in s t  
a n y  re a so n a b le  e x p e c ta n c y  th a t  w e  w ill 
b e  t h o u g h t fu l .  T o  see  w h a t  d a m a g e  
h a s  b e e n  d o n e , a n d  h o w  to  co rre c t  th a t  
d a m a g e , m a n y  tu rn  to  p sy c h o lo g y  fo r  
h e lp . B u t  p sy ch o a n a ly s is  is  s till fo r  th e  
p r iv ile g e d  fe w . T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  has 
n e ith e r  th e  m o n e y  n o r  th e  t im e  f o r  a  
y ea r o r tw o  p ro b in g  in to  th e  w ild e rn e ss  
o f  h is  su b co n sc io u s . A s o n e  p e rso n  to ld  
m e ; “ N o t  o n ly  d o  I  la c k  t im e  a n d  th e  
m e a n s , b u t i t  is a h u m ilia t in g  p ro cess , 
a n d  I  a m  so  a fra id  th a t  you  w ill d is  
c o v e r  th e  fa c ts  th a t  I  w o u ld  ju s t  as so o n  
n o t d iscu ss  it a n y  f u r th e r .”

T h i s  is ty p ic a l. T h e r e  is  e n o u g h  e g o  
in  m o s t  p e o p le  f o r  th e m  to  re se n t th e
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id ea  o f  h a v in g  th e  fu ll  m e a su re  o f  th e ir  
fo lly  b r o u g h t  h o m e  to  th e m .

B u t  th e r e  is a n  a lte r n a tiv e  th a t  is 
s im p le , less e x p e n s iv e , m o re  p ra c tic a l , 
an d  f in a lly , m o re  p ro d u ctiv e  o f  c e r ta in  
g o o d , a n d  th a t  is  th e  p ro cess  o f  se lf  
c o n s id e ra t io n  by  e a ch  liv in g  in d iv id u a l.

S o m e  t im e  a g o  th e r e  w as co n s id e ra b le  
d iscu ss io n  a m o n g  e d u ca to rs  as to  th e  a d  
v a n ta g e s  a n d  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  u n iv e rs ity  
e x te n s io n  sy s te m s o f  s tu d y . O n e  sid e  
arg u e d  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l w h o  stu d ied  
a t  h o m e  a n d  h ad  to  sen d  h is  a n sw e rs  in  
by  m a il  h a d  to  a n s w e r  a ll th e  q u e s t io n s , 
w h e re a s  th e  o n e  w h o  a tte n d e d  c lass 
m ig h t  g o  fo r  sev e ra l w e e k s  w ith o u t  b e  
in g  ca lle d  u p o n  to  p ro v e  th a t  h e  h ad  
le a rn e d  a n y th in g . O n  th a t  b a s is  it  w as 
a ssu m ed  th a t  h o m e  stu d y  w a s  p ro b a b ly  
m o re  th o ro u g h  th a n  c la ss ro o m  stu d y .

T h e  o p p o sin g  g ro u p  h e ld  th e  c o n v ic  
t io n  th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  is  n o t ca p  
a b le  o f  s tu d y in g  a lo n e  su cce ss fu lly . H e  
re q u ire s  th e  a ss o c ia tio n  o f  o th e rs  p e r  
f o r m in g  a s im ila r  ta sk  to  h e lp  h im  to 
k eep  h is  m in d  o n  th e  th in g  h e  is  d o in g . 
I f  h e a tte m p ts  to  s tu d y  a t h o m e  he w ill 
n o t b e  co n s c ie n tio u s , h e  w ill h a v e  in te r  
ru p tio n s , h e w ill p u t o ff  th e  th in g s  th a t 
h e  sh o u ld  d o  n o w , a n d  b e ca u se  th e r e  is 
n o  o n e  to  w a tc h  h im  h e  w ill in  v a rio u s 
w ay s d e p a rt f r o m  a h e a lth y  co n sis te n cy  
o f  a c t io n .

I t  is c e r ta in ly  e a s ie r  to  s tu d y  w ith o u t  
use o f  m e n ta l s ta m in a , an d  w h e n  you 
stu d y  o r  p ro g re ss  w ith  a g ro u p  you 
m o v e  w ith  a c u rre n t. B u t ,  as th e  o th e r  
m e th o d  is m o re  d if f ic u lt , so is it  m o re  
p ro fita b le . F o r ,  in  la rg e  m e a su re , in d i  
v id u a l a c c o m p lis h m e n t is m e a su re d  in  
te rm s  o f  d if f ic u lty . T h e  m o re  d if f ic u lt  
th e  th in g  is , th e  g re a te r  th e  a c c o m p lis h  
m e n t. A n d  th e re  is n o  re a so n  w h y  w ith  
th o u g h tfu l  c o n s id e r a t io n , w ith  p o ssib ly  
a n  o c ca s io n a l b it  o f  h e lp  f r o m  o th e rs , 
th a t  th e  av e ra g e  in d iv id u a l ca n  n o t 
m a k e  a h u n d re d  p e r c e n t  im p r o v e m e n t 
in h is  o w n  w a y  o f  t h in k in g .  T h i s  im  
p ro v e m e n t w ill e m a n a te  f r o m  h im  in 
n u m e ro u s  w a y s, a f fe c t in g  th o se  a b o u t 
h im ; fo r  h e  w ill d isco v e r  th a t  m o st m is  
u n d e r s ta n d in g s  a re  s im p ly  la c k  o f  u n d e r  
s ta n d in g — o f  a n y th in g .

A  f a m il ia r  story  is  th e  o n e  a b o u t  th e  
tw o  r iv a l c h u rc h e s  w h ic h  w e re  d o in g  e x  
c e e d in g ly  w e ll, so  e a ch  w ish ed  o f  co u rse  
to  o u ts tr ip  th e  o th e r  in  a g o o d  o ld -fa sh  
io n ed  C h r is t ia n  c o m p e t it io n . I n  o rd e r  to  
fin d  o u t w h a t  w a s h a p p e n in g  in  th e  
o th e r  c h u r c h  o n e  m in is te r  sen t h is  m o st 
d ev o u t d e a co n  to  l is te n  to  th e  s e r m o n  
o f  th e  o p p o s in g  m in is te r . T h e  d e a co n  
d id  n o t c o m e  b a c k . S o , a n o th e r  p a  
t r ia r c h  w as d isp a tc h e d  to  l is te n  to  a  
se rm o n , le a rn  th e  se c re t  o f  w h a t  h a d  
a lie n a te d  D e a c o n  N u m b e r  O n e . T h e  
seco n d  p a tr ia rc h  fa ile d  to  re tu r n . T h e r e  
w as n o th in g  le f t  n ow  b u t  fo r  th e  m in  
is te r  h im s e lf  to  in v e s tig a te . Q u ie t ly  a n d  
w ith  a p o lo g e tic  fa c e  h e  sn e a k e d  in to  a  
re a r  p ew  o f  th e  r iv a l c h u r c h . A n
h o u r  o r  so  la te r  th e  co n tro v e rsy  e n d e d . 
T h e  m in is te r , to o , n e v e r  c a m e  b a c k .

T h e  lesso n  is , to  k e e p  u p  a  c o n tr o  
v ersy , b e  c a re fu l n o t to  see  th e  o th e r  
p e r s o n ’s s id e  o f  it .  A  la rg e  p e rce n ta g e  
o f  th e  c o n tro v e rs ie s  o f  m a n k in d  w o u ld  
co lla p se  i f  a n o th e r  p e rso n ’s s id e  o f  th e  
p ro b le m  w a s  se e n , a n d  in to  th e  issu e 
w a s in je c te d  a l it t le  s e m a n tic s— w h ic h  is  
th e  s u b je c t  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  a c tu a l m e a n  
in g  o f  w o rd s . S o  to  k e e p  y o u r  m in d  in 
a w h o lly  u n in fo r m e d  s ta te , ju s t  m a in ta in  
its p re ju d ic e s  e n th u s ia s tic a lly .

N o w , th e  m in d  its e lf  is v ery  w ill in g  
to  co o p e ra te  to w a rd  th is  a t t itu d e . I t  w ill 
a d v a n ce  in n u m e r a b le  w a y s o f  m is u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  a n d  m is in te rp re ta t io n . P r e  
ju d ic e s  p y ra m id . A t  e a c h  le v e l th ey  a re  
s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  su sta in  a n o th e r  su p er 
s tru c tu re . F r o m  so m e  sm a ll p o in t o f  
d if fe re n c e  w e c a n  d ev elo p  a co m p le te  d e 
v ia tio n — o n e  w h ic h  w ill n o t e x is t  in  fa c t , 
b u t  so lely  in  o u r  o w n  th in k in g .

O n e  o f  th e  b e st w ay s to  a p p ro a c h  th e  
p a tte rn  o f  y o u r o w n  l iv in g  th e r e fo r e , is 
to  re a l iz e  th a t  i t  is  a lm o st a c e r ta in ty  
th a t  you  h av e  c re a te d  th a t p a tte rn  by ig  
n o r in g  e v e r y th in g  th a t  d iffe re d  fro m  
th a t  p a tte rn , g ra d u a lly  b e c o m in g  su b  
c o n sc io u s ly  in c a p a b le  o f  q u ic k ly  a n d  
e a sily  a c c e p tin g  a n y  fa c to rs  o f  c o n tra ry  
im p lic a t io n s .

P e rs o n s  w h o  ch o o se  to  b e  so rry  fo r  
th e m se lv e s  b u ild  a m a g n if ic e n t  w all 
a ro u n d  th e m se lv e s , b e h in d  w h ic h  th e y
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a re  a b le  to  tr a n s fo r m  in to  a  d isa ste r  an y  
p o ss ib le  g o o d  th a t m ig h t  sn e a k  in . T h e y  
d o  n o t w a n t  a n y  g o o d  to co m e  to  th e m . 
I t  sp o ils  th e  p a tte rn  o f  th e ir  p erso n a l 

se lf-p ity .
P r e ju d ic e s  m a y  be a b o u t re lig io n , 

a b o u t ra c e s ; a b o u t  n a t io n s , a b o u t re la  
tiv e s , f r ie n d s , c h ild r e n ; w e  k n o w  p r e ju  
d ice s  in  b u sin e ss , p re ju d ic e s  in  p o l i t i c s -  
y es, le t  u s n o t leav e  p o lit ic s  o u t o f  th is  
— a n d  a ll th e s e  p re ju d ic e s , a n d  in n u m  
e ra b le  o th e rs , d e m a n d  fo r  th e ir  m a in  
te n a n c e  o u r c u lt iv a tio n  o f  b lin d sp o ts . W e  
ju s t  re fu se  to  see th a t  w h ic h  d iffe rs  
f ro m  o u r b e lie fs .

T h i s  d oes n o t m e a n  th a t  w e  c le n c h  
o u r  te e th  a n d  se ttle  d o w n  to  s tu b b o rn ly  
s a y in g , “ I  d o  n o t w a n t  to  se e !” W e  
c o u ld n ’t liv e  w ith  o u rse lv e s  i f  w e w ere  
th a t  o b v io u s  in  o u r  te c h n ic . In s te a d , w e 
p e rm it o u rse lv e s  to b e  g u id e d  by  th e  
p a tte rn  o f  o u r  c o n c e it , a n d  w e  m o v e  
a lo n g  u p on  it , a n d  th is  p a tte rn  o f  its 
o w n  a cco rd  c a re fu lly  s teers u s a w a y  
fro m  a n y  p o in t  in  w h ic h  w e  m ig h t  be 
in  d a n g e r  o f  d is co v e r in g  s o m e th in g . I t  
b e co m e s  a p ro cess  th a t  is su b co n sc io u s , 
a u to m a tic .

W h e n  w e h a v e  tra in e d  a g ro u p  o f 
fa c u lt ie s  a b o v e  o th e r  fa c u lt ie s , w e a lw a y s 
h e a r  fro m  th e m  f ir s t , a n d  th e  c o u n te r  
fa c u lt ie s  re m a in  as m e n ta l m in o r it ie s . 
A n d  w e  h av e  o f  co u rse  n o  m o re  so lv ed  
th e  p ro b le m  o f  m e n ta l m in o r it ie s  th a n  
w e h av e  so lv ed  th e  p ro b le m  o f  p o lit ic a l 
m in o r it ie s . O u t  o f  th e  m in d ’s 4 0 -so m e - 
o d d  fa c u lt ie s — a n d  so m e  o f  th e m  a re  
v ery  o d d — w e  p ro b a b ly  h av e  n o  real 
fa c u lty  m a jo r i ty ; w e  h a v e  a  p re ssu re  
g ro u p  m a jo r ity . T h e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  
u ses a b o u t o n e -q u a r te r  o f  h is  m in d . 
W ith in  th a t q u a r te r  h e  h a s  c re a te d  a  
p ressu re  g ro u p , a n d  it is a  g ro u p  th a t  is 
ju s t  as m il i ta n t  a n d  a rr o g a n t  as a n y  d ic  
ta to r ia l p re ssu re  g ro u p  in  an  in v a d e d  
c o u n try . O n e  o f  th e  re a so n s w h y  it ca n  
d o m in a te  o u r  th in k in g  p ro cesses is th a t 
■ , P ressu re  g ro u p  is in te g ra te d , o r g a n -
X T ;  h  ,is o rg a n iz e d  in s id e  o f  o u r  

c a n  h e \° t la1t ,W lth in  th is  g ro u p  a n  id ea 
a o n e  ossed b a c k  a n d  fo r th  w ith  g re a t  

n a t io n * *  L f  h b e ra l-m in d e d n e s s , b u t 
Cr w h e re it  is  to ssed , a lw ay s o n e

o f  th e  g ro u p  c a tc h e s  it .  A n d  th is  is a 
p ro ce ss  so  s te r ile  th a t  m o st  o f  u s lea v e  
th is  w o rld  v ery  l it t le  b e tte r  in  w isd o m  
th a n  w h e n  w e c a m e  in to  i t .

T h i s  p re ssu re  g ro u p  o f  fa c u lt ie s  is 
re p re se n te d  by o u r  n o rm a l re lig io u s  c o n  
v ic t io n s , o u r  p a rtisa n  p o lit ic a l a d d ic t io n , 
a n d  th e  g re a t  v o ice  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , so- 
ca lle d , w h ic h  u su a lly  is n o  m o re  th a n  
r e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  w h a t  o th e r  p eo p le  d id  
to  us w as b e ca u se  o f  w h a t  w e d id  to  
th e m . B u t  b e ca u se  o f  th is  g ro u p  o f  
p re ssu re  fa c u lt ie s , th e  rest o f  th e  m in d , 
p ro b a b ly  th re e -q u a r te rs  o f  it , h a s  n o  
c h a n c e . W h e n  its  v o ice  is  ra ise d  o cca  
s io n a lly , it is tre a te d  e x a c t ly  th e  w ay  th e  
v o ice  o f  th e  m in o r ity  is  tre a te d  in  o u r 
so cia l l if e — it is ig n o re d . O r , i f  it is  
to o  lo u d  an d  to o  c o n tin u o u s , th e n  th e  
n e ce ssa ry  step s a re  ta k e n  to  sh u t  it u p .

T h a t  m e a n s  th e n , in  te rm s  o f  h u m a n  
th in k in g , th a t to  b r e a k  u p  th e  d o m in  
a n c e  o f  th e  p re ssu re  g ro u p  re q u ire s  th a t  
w e b r e a k  up th e  p a tte rn s  o f  o u r  l iv e s , 
a n d  th a t  m e a n s  d is c o m fo r t . W e  h av e  
liv e d  a c c o rd in g  to a  p o licy  w h ic h  re s ts  
in  th e  s o le m n  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  th is  
b o a rd  o f  p re ssu re  fa c u lt ie s  w ith in  o u r  
m in d s ; it is  o u r  w ay  to  l iv e , th e  d ir e c  
tio n  in  w h ic h  w e th in k  w e a re  g o in g , 
o u r  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  o th e r  p e o p le , o u r  
c o n v ic t io n  to w a rd  o u r  re lig io n s , a n d  o u r 
p h ilo so p h ie s  a n d  o u r  sc ie n ce s . S m u g  
c o n c e its  a b o u t  th e  w ay  w e  w a n t  to  d o  
th in g s  c o n s t itu te  o u r  p h ilo so p h y  o f  l ife —  
a n d  th is  c o m m o n  a n d  w o e fu l m isu se  o f  
th e  w o rd , p h ilo so p h y .

T h i s  p re ssu re  g ro u p , i f  w e u p set it , 
fo rc e s  u s to  c h a n g e  o u r  w ay  o f  l iv in g . 
T h a t  m e a n s  w o r k . T h a t  m e a n s  a d ju s t  
m e n t . I t  m a y  m e a n  stress. I t  m ig h t
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ev e n  m e a n  c o n tin u e d  d is c o m fo r t . T h e  
p ro sp e c t o f  su ch  th in g s  h a v e  n o  m o re  
th a n  to  lo o m  o v e r th e  h o r iz o n  fo r  u s 
to  scu ttle  r ig h t  b a c k  a n d  h id e  o u rse lv e s  
b e h in d  th e  p re ssu re  g ro u p , a n d  d ecid e , 
“ I t  is  e a s ie r  to  liv e  a n d  d ie  th is  w a y .”

W h e th e r  it is  re a lly  e a s ie r  to  liv e  
th a t  w ay  o r  n o t is a q u e s t io n . B u t  it  is 
c e r ta in ly  e a s ie r  to  d ie  th a t  w a y . A n d  so 
it is th a t  th e  lo n g e r  th e  a v e ra g e  p erso n  
liv es in  th is  w o rld , th e  m o re  p lacid  be 
co m e s h is  a t t itu d e  to w a rd  g e t t in g  o u t  o f  

it.
A  p re ssu re  g ro u p  o f  fa c u lt ie s  d ep riv es  

th e  b u sin e ssm a n  o f  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  e n  
jo y in g  m u s ic  o r  a r t  a n d  a ll p a r t ic ip a t io n  
in  th e  a r ts . H e  r e m a in s  a p a r t  fro m  th e  
w h o le  w o rld  o f  c u ltu r e , s im p ly  b e ca u se  
h e  h a s n ’t  t im e  fo r  i t ,  ( sa y s  h e ) ;  s im p ly  
b ecau se  it w o u ld  in te r fe r e  w ith  a l ife  
p o licy , (s a y s  h e ) ;  s im p ly  b e ca u se  i f  he 
d id , h is  c o m p e t ito r  w o u ld  g e t  a h e a d  o f  
h im — says h e !

I f  by so m e  c irc u m s ta n c e  h e  sh o u ld  
a ch ie v e  g re a tly  in  in d u s try  a n d  b e co m e  
o n e o f  a  m in o r ity  a c h ie v in g  e c o n o m ic  
in d e p e n d e n ce  to  th e  p o in t  w h e r e  h e 
m ig h t  re la x  a n d  b e g in  to  -th in k  a b o u t 
b eau ty  a n d  fin e n e s s , th e n  h e d isco v ers  
th a t h e  h as d ev e lo p ed  n o  fa cu lty  fo r  e n  
jo y m e n t o f  b e a u ty  a n d  fin e n e s s . H e  
w o u ld  h av e  to  b e g in  l if e  a ll o v e r  a g a in  
if  h e w ish ed  to  m a k e  th is  a d ju s tm e n t . 
A n d  th e r e ’s th e  p ro b le m  to o , th a t  i f  he 
b e co m e s  tru ly  c u ltu re d  it is  g o in g  to  in  
te r fe re  w ith  h is  b u sin e ss  p o lic ie s . T h e  
easiest w ay  o u t is to fa ll  b a c k  o n  h is 
p re ssu re  g ro u p  fa c u lt ie s  an d  a c k n o w l 
e d g e , “ I f  I  c a n n o t  b e  th e  h e ro , I  w ill be  
th e  k n a v e .”

S o , h a v in g  m a d e  th e  f ir s t  m il l io n , th e  
on e h e w a s  g o in g  to  re t ir e  o n , h e  d is  
co v ers th a t  th e r e  is n o th in g  f o r  h im  to  
do re tire d . T o  se tt le  d o w n  to  m a k in g  
th e  seco n d  m il l io n  is th e  o n ly  re a so n a b le  
th in g  le ft  fo r  h im  to  d o . A ll  b e ca u se  o f  
th e  u n h a p p y  la c k  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
b a la n ce d  p o w e r  w ith in  th e  m in d .

A ll h a b its , g o o d  o r  b a d , b e c o m e  u l 
tim a te ly  a u to m a tic . T h e  p erso n  w h o  
starts  o u t n a g g in g  f in ish e s  u p  n a g g in g . 
In  th e  b e g in n in g  h e  h as to  th in k  it o u t; 
an d  w o r k  u p  a n a g  fo r  th e  o c c a s io n ; be 
fo re  h e  g e ts  th r o u g h  it is th e  n a g  th a t

w o rk s  h im  u p . H e  lo ses  a ll p o w e r  to  
c o n tro l a n y  ex ce ss  o f  te m p e r a m e n t , b e  
ca u se  h e  c o n tin u e s  th e  b a d  h a b it  w ith o u t  
th e  re q u ire d  m o d if ic a tio n  a n d  d ir e c tin g  
o f  it  by  th e  m e n ta l p o w e r  o f  w ill.

T a k e  w o rry . W o r r y  is  n o t a  m e re  
d ise a se ; i t  is  p ro g re ss iv e , in fe c t io u s , a n d  
c o n ta g io u s , a n d  o f  e p id e m ic  p ro p o r tio n s . 
T h e  in d iv id u a l w h o  s ta rts  o u t  b y  w o rr y  
in g  a b o u t s o m e th in g  f in is h e s  up  by 
w o rr y in g  a b o u t e v e r y th in g .

H a b its  g ra d u a lly  e sca p e  fro m  th e  c o n  
tro l o f  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss . T h e n ,  by  a 
m y s te r io u s  p ro cess  n o t  e n tire ly  u n d e r  
sto o d , w e g ra d u a lly  c o m e  to  a c c e p t  th o se  
h a b its  as o u rse lv e s . W e  b e g in  to  b e sto w  
u p o n  th e m  th e  in fa l lib il i ty  o f  o u r  o w n  
b ir th r ig h t .  In s te a d  o f  a d m it t in g  th a t 
th e  m in d  is ty r a n n y z in g  o v e r a  c ir c u m  
s ta n c e , w e  say "That is w h a t  I  b e lie v e  1”

O rd in a r i ly , it  is n o t a t  a ll  w h a t  w e 
b e lie v e . I t  is w h a t  th e  m in d  is te ll in g  
us th a t  w e  b e lie v e . W e  a re  v ic t im s  o f  
th e  p ro p a g a n d a  o f  o u r  o w n  in te l le c t . I t  
ca n  be v ic io u s  a n d  c o n s ta n t  p ro p a g a n d a .

O n  a n d  o n , th ro u g h  ev ery  c ir c u m  
sta n c e  o f  l iv in g , th e  sa m e  c o n d it io n  p re  
v a ils . O n  a n d  o n , in  th e  d a ily  co u rs e  o f  
o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  w e  g o , c o n t in u in g  th e  
p a tte rn s  th a t  h a v e  c o m e  fin a lly  to  be 
a u to -su g g e stiv e  a n d  a u to -h y p n o tic , a n d  
so w e re a c h  a d v a n c in g  y ears in  a  s ta te  o f  
h y p n o s is , h y p n o tiz e d  in to  b e lie v in g  th a t 
th in g s  a re  a c tu a lly  th e  w ay  w e  th in k  
th ey  a re .

B r e a k  d o w n  f o r  e x a m in a t io n  y o u r 
m e n ta l p ro ce d u re  a n d  you w ill re a liz e  
th a t  th is  is  t r u e . S o  d e fin ite ly  is  i t  tru e  
th a t  w e  s tr u g g le  e v e r  w ith  th e  g re a t  
p ro b le m  o f  h u m a n  in c o m p a tib il it ie s , fo r  
w h a te v e r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  w e  e n  
c o u n te r , th ey  h a v e  a n  e q u a l n u m b e r  o f  
a tittu d e s  o n  e v e r y th in g , e n a b lin g  us a ll 
to  d if fe r  d ra m a tic a lly  o n  th e  s im p le s t  
a n d  m o st o b v io u s  fa c ts . A n d  th e  o n e  
reaso n  w h y  w e c a n  d if fe r  o n  fa c ts  is th a t 
w e  d o  n o t , an y  o f  u s , k n o w  w h a t  th e  
fa c ts  a re . Y o u  c a n  n o t o f  c o u rse  d if fe r  
o n  fa c ts , a n d  th e  v e ry  d iffe re n c e s  o f  o u r  
a ttitu d e s  an d  o p in io n s  p ro v e  th e  a b se n ce  
o f  th e  fa c t .

I f  w e  a re  to  b u ild  a w o rld  in  w h ic h  
p e o p le  w ill g e t  a lo n g  to g e th e r , w e ’ll 
f ir s t  h a v e  to  re scu e  o u rse lv e s  f r o m  th e
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d ic ta to rs h ip  set u p  by p re ssu re  g ro u p s  

in  o u r  o w n  th in k in g .

A s  lo n g  a s  c iv i l iz a t io n  g o e s  o n , w e  
w ill b e  s u b je c te d  to  p re ssu re  g ro u p s  
f r o m  o u tsid e  o f  o u rse lv e s , b u t  th a t  d o es  
n o t  m e a n  th a t  w e n e ce ssa r ily  h av e  to  b e  

in f lu e n c e d  by  th e m .
I n  a n o th e r  g ro u p  o f  m e n ta l it ie s  a re  

th e  iso la tio n is ts . A n  iso la t io n is t  in  p o li  
t ic s  is ju s t  a  m a n  in  p o lit ic s  w h o  h a s  an  
is o la tio n is t  m in d . I f  h is  m in d  is s tro n g  
e n o u g h  in  its  iso la t io n is m  a n d  h e  as a n  
in d iv id u a l is p r o m in e n t  e n o u g h , h e ca n  
p ass o n  h is  c o n v ic t io n  as a fa c t ,  w h e n  it 

is n o t.
W e  a re  b e g in n in g  to  r e c o g n iz e  so m e 

o f  th e  d a n g e rs  th a t  n o t  lo n g  a g o  w e 
h u g g e d  to  o u r  b o so m s u n d e r  th e  n a m e  
o f  iso la t io n is m . A n d  a lso  t h a t  w e  sta n d  
in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  c e r ta in ty  t h a t  as 
so o n  as th e  g u n s  o f  w a r a re  s ile n c e d  th e  
is o la t io n is t  w ill b e  b a c k  p r e a c h in g  e x  
a c t ly  th e  sa m e th in g  th a t  h e  p re a ch e d  
b e fo re . T h a t  iso la t io n is m  fa ile d  o n  th e  
e n tir e  su rfa ce  o f  th e  e a r th  a n d  th a t  
c o n t in u a n c e  o f  it w o u ld  h a v e  d estro y ed  
c iv i l iz a t io n  is o f  n o  in te re s t  to  o n e  
w h o se  m in d  is  u n d e r  th e  d o m in a tio n  
o f  a p re ssu re  g ro u p  o f  fa c u lt ie s . U n d e r  
a p re ssu re  g ro u p  o f  fa c u lt ie s , a  m is c o n  
c e p tio n  c a n n o t  b e  d isp ro v e n  to  th e  m in d , 
e v e n  th o u g h  d isp ro v e n  to  th e  e n tire  
w o rld .

Y o u  w ill f in d  th a t  in  m a n y  th in g s  it  
co m e s  easy  to  lo o k  a fa c t  in  th e  fa ce , 
d en y  i t ,  a n d  b e lie v e  co m p le te ly  in  th e  
o p p o site  o f  th a t fa c t ,  c o n sc ie n tio u s ly  a n d  
e n th u s ia s tic a lly . T h i s  is to  so m e d e g re e  
a n  in d ic a tio n  o f  h o w  fa r  th e  m in d  ca n  
g o  in  th e  o b s c u r in g  o f  re a lit ie s . O f  
h o w  m u c h  it c a n  a c c o m p lish  in  th e  
n a m e  o f  th in k in g  w h ic h  is n o t ev e n  re  
m o te ly  re la te d  to  th e  t h in k in g  p ro ce ss .

N o w , it  is n o t lik e ly  th a t  e v e ry o n e  is 
u n d e r th e  d o m in a tio n  o f  an  e n tire ly  d ic  
ta to r ia l , d e s tru c t iv e , ty ra n n ic a l g ro u p  o f 
fa c u lt ie s ; b u t I  a m  read y  to  a c c e p t, a f te r  
w o rk in g  w ith  th o u sa n d s  o f  p e o p le , th a t 
scarce ly  a  m in d  in  to d a y ’s w o rld  h a s  n o t 
b e e n  d iv erted  in  so m e  w a y  fr o m  fa c ts  by

fa c u lt ie s '31^  P re se n ce  so m e  p re ssu re  

°  £ e t  rid  o i  th e se  p e rso n a l fa c u lt ie s

is n o t  a n y  e a s ie r  th a n  g e t t in g  rid  o f  
p re ssu re  g ro u p s  in  in te r n a tio n a l p o lit ic s . 
P o lit ic a l  p re ssu re  g ro u p s  d ie  h a rd , an d  
m o st o f  th e m  w o u ld  ra th e r  d estro y  th e  
w o rld  w ith  th e m se lv e s  th a n  g iv e  u p . 
A n d  in  o u rse iv e s  th e  p re ssu res  d ie  h ard  
— a n d  th a t is th e  re a so n  w h y  w e a ll h av e  
to  le a rn  h o w  to  liv e  th e  h a rd  w ay . 
T h e r e  is n o  e a r th ly  re a so n — o r  h e a v e n ly  
re a so n , fo r  th a t  m a tte r — w h y  a n y  o f  us 
as in d iv id u a ls  sh o u ld  n o t b e  a b le  to  liv e  
h a p p ily  a n d  c o m fo r ta b ly  a n d  co o p e ra - J 
tiv e lv  in  th is  v ery  h a n d s o m e  w o rld  th a t  
h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  to  u s ; b u t  w e  w o u ld  
ra th e r  liv e  w ith  d if f ic u lty , p a y  a la r g e  I 
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  o u r ta x e s  to  k e e p  u p  o u r  
p o lic e , o u r  c r im in a l  co u r ts , o u r a rm ie s , 
a n d  o th e r  p ro te c tiv e  in s t i tu t io n s , an d

c o n t in u e  th ro u g h  to  th e  en d  o f  l if e  b u r  
d e n e d  w ith  ta x e s  a n d  w ith  m is fo r tu n e s , 
l iv in g  u n h a p p ily  a n d  d y in g  w ith o u t  
h o p e . T h i s  w e w o u ld  ra th e r  d o  th a n  
b r e a k  d o w n  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  p re ssu re  
g ro u p s  w ith in  o u r o w n  m in d s . A n d  
s in c e  w e p r e fe r  to  d o  it  th e  h a rd  w a y , 
th e  g o d s  a re  fo re v e r  o b lig in g . I f  th a t 
is th e  w ay  w e  w a n t  to  d o  i t ,  th a t  is th e  
w a y  vve w ill d o  it .  I t  is th e  w a y  w e  
h a v e  d o n e  it s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  
to ry . B u t ,  i t  is n o t  th e  w ay  w e  h a v e  to  
d o  it  u n t il  th e  e n d  o f  t im e .

E v e ry  in d iv id u a l sh o u ld  set to  w o rk  
a t  o n ce  to  c la r ify  h is  m e n ta l p ro cess . 
T h e  m o st p e r fe c t  typ e o f  m in d  im a g in  
a b le  is th e  m in d  th a t  h as  n o  o p in io n s  
a b o u t a th in g  u n til th e  fa c ts  a re  a v a il  
a b le . N o w , th a t  is th e  ra re s t  ty p e  o f  
m in d  p o ss ib le  to  im a g in e . T h e  m in d  
th a t  is tru ly  a b le  to  t h in k  is th e  m in d  
th a t  is  c a p a b le  o f  fo llo w in g  th e  co u rse  
o f  ca u se  a n d  e ffe c t , a n d  p e r c e iv in g  th e
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in t im a te  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e se  tw o  
fa c to rs  in  e x p e r ie n c e .

I t  is  th e  te n d e n c y  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  in d i  
v id u a l to  th in k  f r o m  h is  so lu t io n , ra th e r  
th a n  to w a rd  th e  so lu t io n . W h i le  th a t 
g o e s  o n , th e r e  is  n o  a n s w e r  to  a n y  
p ro b le m .

W e  a p p ro a ch  n e a rly  ev e ry  p ro b le m  in  
l if e  w ith  a p re c o n c e p tio n  as to  w h a t  it 
is , w h a t  w e  w a n t  it to  b e .

T h e  m o tio n  p ic tu re  p ro d u c e r  k n o w s  
w h a t  th e  p u b lic  w a n ts , so h e  p ro d u ce s  
w h a t  h e  w a n ts  th e m  to  h a v e . A n d  th is  
h e co n sid e rs  p e r fe c t ly  re a s o n a b le  p r o  
ce d u re .

H e  h as  a c o n c e p tio n  th a t  a ll h u m a n  
b e in g s  h a v e  tw e lv e -y e a r-o ld  m in d s , 
(w h ic h  m ig h t  ev e n  b e  o p tim is tic  in  so m e 
in s ta n c e s ) . B u t  w h a t  th e  m o t io n  p ic  
tu re  in d u s try  fa ils  to  re a liz e  is , th a t  in  
th e  co u rse  o f  tw e n ty  y ea rs  o f th e  p ro d u c  
tio n  o f  f i lm s , its  o w n  in d u s try  h a s  it 
se lf  b e sto w e d — k n o w in g ly  o r  u n k n o w  
in g ly , m o stly  u n k n o w in g ly — a c e r ta in  
a m o u n t o f  p ro g re ss  o n  th a t  m in d . N o  
use w h a te v e r  is m a d e  o f  th e  v ery  g ro w th  
w h ic h  it h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t by  its  o w n  
a c tiv it ie s .

I n  g o v e r n m e n t w e  see v ery  la rg e ly  th e  
sa m e o m iss io n . A n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  d o 
w e see  i t  in  e d u c a tio n . E d u c a tio n  b e  
stow s u p o n  th e  in d iv id u a l a co m p le te  
co m p o s ite  v ie w p o in t , a n d  assu res  h im  
it is th e  e q u ip m e n t  w h ic h  w ill e n a b le  
h im  to  m ix  a n d  m in g le , m a k e  fr ie n d s  
an d  in f lu e n c e  p e o p le . F o r  th is  is th e  
p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  p o lish  th a t w ill m a k e  
h im  a cce p ta b le  to  e v e ry o n e  e lse  w h o  h as  
th a t p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  p o lish . U p o n  h im  
w ill c e n te r  th e  e n v y  o f  e a ch  o n e  w h o  
has n o t t h a t  p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  p o lis h ; 
fo r  su re ly  e a ch  w ill h o ld  th e  b e lie f  th a t  
h e w o u ld  l ik e  to  h a v e  it .

T h e  re s u lt  o f  a ll  th is  c o n d it io n in g  is 
th a t w e a re  a t te m p tin g  to  p ro d u ce  a 
g ro u p  o f  p eo p le  a c c e p ta b le  to  e a c h  o th e r , 
an d  n o t a  g ro u p  a cce p ta b le  to  th e  c h a l 
le n g e  o f  a  u n iv e rsa l p ro g re ss . W e  a re  
fo r g e t t in g  th a t  th e  p r im a ry  p u rp o se  o f  
e d u ca tio n  is n o t  to  te a c h  a n  in d iv id u a l 
w h a t to  t h in k ,  b u t  h o w  to  t h in k ,  so  th a t  
he c a n  b r in g  tra in e d  fa c u lt ie s , k e p t c le a n  
an d  c le a r , to  b e a r  u p o n  th e  p ro b le m  o f 
h v in g .

I t  is  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  
p h y s ic ia n  th a t  h e  w ill p ra c tice  fo r  tw e n  
ty -fiv e  y ears b e fo re , by  c h a n c e  o r  a c c i  
d e n t , a ca se  w ill  c o m e  to  h im  th a t  re  
q u ire s  th e  t r e a tm e n t  w h ic h  w a s p re s 
c r ib e d  in  th e  te x tb o o k s . H e  m a y  n e v er 
m e e t  su ch  a ca se . T h e  te x tb o o k  is p a t 
te rn e d  u p o n  th e  th e o ry  o f  a c e r ta in  
n o rm a lc y . A  d o c to r  m a y  p ra c tic e  m e d i 
c in e  th e  w h o le  o f  h is  l if e  w ith o u t  ev er 
f in d in g  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  is  in  h im s e lf  
e x a c t ly  th a t  n o r m a l. A s  o n e  b r il l ia n t  
s p e c ia lis t  to ld  m e , “ I  g ra d u a te d  fr o m  
c o lle g e  q u ite  c e r ta in  th a t I  w as rea d y  to  
c h a n g e  th e  co u rse  o f  m e d ica l h is to ry . 
A f te r  I  h ad  b e en  o u t  fo r  f iv e  y ears , a n d  
in  p ra c tic e , I  r e a liz e d  th a t  I  h a d  n o t 
s u ff ic ie n t  k n o w le d g e  to  m a in ta in  th e  
co u rs e  o f  h is to ry  in  its  p re se n t d e v e lo p  
m e n t . I t  w a s a f te r  I  g o t o u t o f  sch o o l 
th a t I  b e g a n  to  s tu d y .”  T h i s  d o c to r  th e n  
a d d e d , “ I  c h a n g e d  e v e r y th in g  I  le a rn e d  
a t sch o o l, a n d  b e ca u se  o f  th o se  ch a n g e s  
I  h a v e  w r itte n  a n e w  te x tb o o k . O th e r s  
w ill  c l in g  to  t h a t  te x tb o o k  w ith  th e  sa m e  
fa n a t ic is m  th a t  I  c lu n g  to  a n  e a r l ie r  o n e ; 
a n d  th ey  w ill a ll h a v e  to  p ass th ro u g h  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  d is p ro v in g  m e .”

In  a ll fo rm s  o f  o u r  tra d it io n  w e  h a v e  
th is  s te r ile  l im ita t io n  o f  p e rsp e c tiv e . W e  
a re  ta u g h t  p a tte rn s  a n d  s o lu tio n s  fo r  set 
p ro b le m s , fo r  su p p osed  u se in  a d y n a m ic  
w o rld  w h ic h  is in  c o n s ta n t  m o t io n  a n d  
c h a n g e . A  la r g e  p a rt  o f  th is  se t  in fo r  
m a tio n  is o b so le te  b e fo re  w e  c a n  g e t 
a ro u n d  to  a p p ly in g  i t .

T h e  s i tu a t io n  m a k e s  it  im p e ra t iv e  th a t 
w e k e e p  o u r  t h in k in g  a p p a ra tu s  in  a 
c o n d it io n  o f  o p e n -m in d e d  a le r tn e s s . 
T h a t  w as w h y  th e  G r e e k s  in s titu te d  
w h a t  th ey  c a lle d  th e  G y m n a s ia . W h a t  
w e  d id  w ith  th e  G y m n a s ia , w e  d id  w ith  
th e  L o g g ia ,  a n d  la te r  w ith  th e  u n iv e rs ity  
id ea — th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  w e  p u t  o n  it 
d ates fro m  th e  M id d le  A g e s , w h e n  n o  
in te rp r e ta t io n  w a s im p o rta n t , a n d  th e  
c o n t in u in g  m is c o n c e p tio n  h as  b lig h te d  
a n d  o v e rsh a d o w e d  o u r o w n  t im e . T h e  
g y m n a s iu m  is  to  u s a p la ce  w h e re  p eo p le  
g o  to  c h in  b a rs  a n d  re d u ce  su p e rflu o u s  
a v o ird u p o is . W e  h av e fo rg o tte n  e n tire ly  
th a t  th e  g y m n a s iu m  w a s to  th e  c la ss ic  
G r e e k s  a p la ce  to  e x e rc ise  th e  m in d .
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W e  n e e d  to  c h in  th e  b a r  m e n ta l ly , 
s u b o rd in a te  m u s c u la r  d e v e lo p m e n t to  
th e  e x e rc ise s  th a t  w ill k e e p  u s m e n ta lly  

f it .
A lc ib ia d e s , a  d is c ip le  o f  S o c ra te s , w a s 

v ery  p ro u d  o f  h is  e x te rn a ls . A lw a y s  h is  
to g a  w as o f  th e  la te s t c u t, a n d  h a b itu a lly  
h e  w o re  th e  fa m ily  h e ir lo o m s . F o r  h e  
w a s  a  r ic h  m a n  s so n , o w n e r  o f  la rg e  
p ro p e rtie s . H e  h a d  th e  g ra c e  o f  a n  
A p o llo  a n d  th e  s tre n g th  o f  a H e r c u le s , 
a n d  h e  w a s p a r t ic u la r ly  p ro u d  o f  th e  
m a g n if ic e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  h is  b o d y .

O n e  d ay , a f te r  h e h ad  b e e n  p a ra d in g  
l ik e  a p e a co ck  up  a n d  d o w n  th e  A th e n  
ia n  fo r u m , S o c ra te s  tu rn e d  to  a d is c ip le  
a n d  sa id , “ W h a t  a p ity  th a t  so b e a u tifu l 
a  je w e lle d  s h e a th  sh o u ld  h o ld  a lea d en  
s w o rd .” W h e n  th e r e  is a p o o r m in d  in 
a f in e  b o d y , N a tu r e  h as b e e n  d ep riv ed  
o f  its  p e r fe c t  a d o r n m e n t ; fo r  m a n ’s body 
is m o st  a d o rn e d  by th e  b e a u ty  o f  h is  
in te lle c t  a n d  th e  tra n s c e n d e n c y  o f  h is  
e m o tio n s .

O u r  e n tir e  c u ltu r in g  o f  p e r s o n a lit ie s  
h a s  b e e n  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  p r in c ip le s . 
T h e  g y m n a s iu m  o f  th e  c la ss ica l G re e k s  
w a s d ev ised  a s  a p la ce  fo r  k e e p in g  th e  
h u m a n  b e in g  m e n ta lly  a le r t . T e a c h e r s  
a n d  th e ir  sch o la rs  m e t  in  th e  g y m n a  
s iu m , a n d  so m e tim e s  p e r fo rm e d  m ild  
p h y s ica l e x e r c ise  w h ile  a t  th e ir  m e n ta l 
e n d e a v o rs . H e r e , th e  te a c h e r  s ta ted  th e  
p ro b le m s a n d  th re w  h is q u e s tio n s  a t  th e  
d is c ip le s , a n d  th e y  w o u ld  ta k e  th e m , in  
te rp re t  th e m , a n d  th ro w  th e m  b a c k . 
T h e y  w o u ld  try  to  d isp ro v e  h im . T h e y  
w o u ld  ta k e  u p  c u r r e n t  p ro b le m s  o f  th e ir  
d a y , th ro w  th e m  b a c k  a n d  fo r th . E a c h  
w o u ld  try  to  f in d  h is  o w n  so lu tio n , a n d  
a ll w o u ld  try  to  d e te c t  th e  w e a k n e s s  o f  
th e  so lu t io n  o f  o th e rs .

Im a g in e  th e  p a n d e m o n iu m  th a t  w o u ld  
re ig n  in  o n e  o f  o u r  p la ces  o f  h ig h e r  
le a r n in g  to d ay  if  th e  p u p ils  w e re  g iv e n  
th e  r ig h t  to  te ll  th e  p ro fe sso r  w h a t  th e y  
t h in k  o f  h im ! 7

In  c la ss ica l d ay s a  m a n  d id  n o t  tea  
■e.ause h e  h a d  th e  n e ce ssa ry  fornr 

u ™  b a c k g r o u n d . H e  ta u g h t  b e c a i

s tu d ™ , a n T e r m o re  f iu e s tio n s th a n  1 
s c e n t s  co u ld  a sk . A n d  h e  co u ld  a

b o o k s ^  v v lth o u t. re£ eren ce to  th e  te: 
r  a  p r o m in e n t  a u th o r ity . I

c o u ld n ’t d o  w h a t  w e  d o  n o w a d a y s— k e e p  
o n e  d ay  a h e a d  o f  th e  c la ss . H e  w as 
fo rc e d  to  b e  c o n s ta n tly  a le r t , d ra w in g  th e  
a n s w e rs  fo r  p a r t ic u la r  p ro b le m s  f r o m  a 
g e n e r a l fu n d  o f  k n o w le d g e , H is  task  
w a s to a d a p t, in te rp r e t . M e n ta lly  h e  had  
to  b e  o n  h is  toes ev ery  m in u te . A n d  
w h e n  b y  so m e  c h a n c e  th e  p u p il w a s  ab le  
to  o u tw it  h im , th e n  th e  te a c h e r  w a s th e  
f ir s t  to  r e jo ic e , b e ca u se — as o n e  G re e k  
m a s te r  ex p re sse d  it— “ I  h a v e  p ro d u ce d  a 
th in k e r . I  h a v e  n o t liv e d  in  v a in .”

I f  w e  a re  to  h a v e  a n e w  k in d  o f 
w o rld , th e  k in d  o f  w o rld  w e  w a n t , r  
w ill  h a v e  to  h a v e  so m e  o f  th is  m e n ta l  
v ir il ity  in  i t .  I t  h a s  g o t  to  b e  a w o rl 
th a t  c a n  p ro d u c e  t h in k e r s , n o t fo llo w e rs . 
T h e  t h in k e r  w ill fo llo w  t h a t  w h ic h  is 
re a s o n a b le  w ith o u t  q u e s t io n . V e r y  sc l 
d o m  is  se r io u s  c r im e  sp a w n e d  in  g rea  
m in d s . S o u n d  t h in k in g  d ire c ts  th  
m in d  in e v ita b ly  to  th e  p u b lic  g o o d  
S o c ra te s  re fu s e d  to  e v a d e  th e  d e a th  p u n  
is h m e n t  th a t  w as m e te d  o u t to  h im  b 
th e  A th e n ia n  c o u r t .  A  n e ig h b o r in g  ci 
o ffe re d  h im  fr e e  c i t iz e n s h ip . “ I  w i 
p ay  th e  p e n a lty ,” h e s a id , " n o t  b e cau se  
I  h av e  c o m m itte d  th e  c r im e , b u t b e ca u se  
i t  is n o t  g o o d  f o r  m y  s ta te  th a t  a p h i 
lo s o p h e r  sh o u ld  d iso b e y  th e  la w .” I n  
te g r ity  d oes n o t c o u n te n a n c e  la w le ssn e ss ; 
i t  in s u re s  o b e d ie n c e  a n d  re sp e ct fo r  a u  
th o r ity . I t  p ro d u c e s  a m o re  w ill in g  o b e  
d ie n c e  w h e r e v e r  la w s a re  g o o d , b u t  w ill  
o b e y  e v e n  w h e n  la w s a re  n o t  to o  g o o d -  
ju s t  so  lo n g  as th o se  la w s  a re  n o t to o  
b a d .

S o , t h in k in g  m a k e s  an  in d iv id u a l 
c o m m u n ity -c o n s c io u s ; i t  m a k e s  h im  
co m m u n ity -re s p o n s ib le . T h e  th o u g h tfu l  
p e rso n  is th e  o n ly  o n e  ca p a b le  o f  ob ey  
in g  in te l lig e n d y . I t  is n e cessa ry  fo r  th e
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fu r th e r a n c e  o f  a n y  p u rp o se , th a t  th o se  
w h o  o b e y , o b ey  in te llig e n tly .

In  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  m in d , th e r e  
fo r e , th e  f ir s t  th in g  th a t  w e  m u s t  d o  as 
in d iv id u a ls  is to  c le a r  th e  m in d  o f  th e  
a c c u m u la t io n s  o f  h a lf -d ig e s te d  p re v io u s  
a c t io n , re le a se  it  fro m  th e  b u rd e n  o f  in  
v a lu a b le  o r w o rth le s s  tr a d it io n s , a n d  a lso  
fre e  it  fro m  th e  im p e d im e n t o f  to o  p er 
s o n a liz e d  a n d  in s u ff ic ie n t  e x p e r ie n c e .

T h e  f in a l c r i te r io n  fo r  l ife  o f  th e  a v e r  
ag e  p e rso n  is h is  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e . W h a t  
h as h a p p e n e d  to h im , h e  k n o w s  is so—  
an d  th a t  in  i ts e lf  is  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  lies  
o f  h is to ry .

T h a t  a th in g  h a p p e n s  to  a n  in d iv id u a l 
in  a  c e r ta in  w ay  d o e s  n o t n e ce ssa r ily  
p ro v e  a n y  g e n e ra l fa c t .  I t  p ro v es n o  
m o re  th a n  th e  re a c tio n  o f  a  c ir c u m  
sta n ce  u p o n  th e  c h e m is try  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  
p e rso n a lity . A  m a n  m ay  h av e  a lw a y s 
lik e d  to  g o  f is h in g  o n  S u n d a y , b u t  th a t  
does n o t  m e a n  th a t  h is  so n  w ill .

I f  o n e  o f  u s h a s  h ad  c e r ta in  e x p e r i  
e n ces  w ith  a p e rso n , i t  d oes n o t m e a n  
th a t a n o th e r  w ill h av e  th e  sa m e  e x p e r i  
en ce  w ith  th a t  sa m e  p e rso n . W e  k n o w  
th a t to  b e  a b so lu te ly  tru e . A n d  w e 
k n o w  it  is d ia m e tr ic a lly  op p osed  to  th e  ■ 
p o p u la r  b e lie f , “ I f  y ou  l ik e  m e , d is lik e  
e v e r y th in g  I  d is lik e .”

I t  is v ery  h ard  to  a c c e p t as a f r ie n d  
o n e  w h o  lik e s  y o u r  e n e m ie s . In  o rd e r  
to  b e  d e v o te d  to  y o u r fr ie n d s  m u s t  you 
h av e  th e  sa m e  fr ie n d s  a n d  th e  sam e 
e n e m ie s ? — th is  c a n n o t  h o n e s tly  b e  tru e , 
a n y  m o re  th a n  i f  a c e r ta in  m e m b e r  o f  a 
fa m ily  g e ts  in to  d is g r a c e , a ll th e  m e m  
bers a re  e x p e c te d  to  h o ld  a  c e r ta in  a t  
t itu d e  to w a rd  h im .

I t  is q u ite  p o ssib le  fo r  o n e  in d iv id u a l 
to  h a v e  a v ery  u n p le a sa n t e x p e r ie n c e  
w ith  a c e r ta in  p e rso n , a n d  th e  n e x t  p e r  
son  w h o  co m e s  a lo n g  to  h a v e  a p e r fe c tly  
c h a r m in g  a n d  h e lp fu l e x p e r ie n c e . I t  is 
q u ite  p o ssib le  fo r  th e  re a so n  th a t  th e re  
is a c h e m is try  in  re la t io n s h ip s , a n d  th e  
th in g s  th a t  p eo p le  do to  u s  a re  in t im a te  
ly re la te d  to  th e  p a rt  o f  o u r  o w n  p er 
so n a lity  w h ic h  w e  p r o je c t  to w a rd  th e m , 
an d  if  w e p re se n t to  th e m  c e r ta in  te m  
p e ra m e n ta l p ro b le m s, th e n  th e ir  re a c tio n  
w ill be  c o n d itio n e d  by o u r  p ro b le m . F o r  
th a t reaso n  it  is im p o ss ib le  f o r  a n  in d i 

v id u a l to  u se h is  o w n  p e rso n a l e x p e r i  
e n ce  as a f in a l c r i te r io n  in  th e  d e c is io n  
o f  a n y th in g . B u t  w e d o  i t  a ll  th e  t im e . 
U s u a lly  o n  th e  a ss u m p tio n  th a t  th a t  is 
p ro b a b ly  th e  n e a re st to  a fa c t  th a t  w e  ca n  
p o ssib ly  c o m e .

“ W h y  s h o u ld n ’t  I  b e lie v e  i t?  I  saw  it 
w ith  m y  o w n  e y e s ! W h y  s h o u ld n ’t  I 
b e lie v e  i t ?  I t  h a p p e n e d  to  m e !” T o  
e ith e r  s ta te m e n t th e r e  is su p p o sed  to  b e  
n o  a n s w e r  e x c e p t  a g re e m e n t.

B u t  th e re  a re  a ll k in d s  o f  a n sw e rs .
T h in g s  h a p p e n  to  a p erso n  u su a lly  

b e ca u se  o f  w h a t  th a t  p erso n  is ; a n d  n o t 
b e ca u se  o f  w h a t  th e  th in g  is.

A  c h a n g e  in  y o u r o w n  te m p e ra m e n t 
a n d  in  y o u r o w n  p e rso n a lity  ca n  c h a n g e  
a ll o f  th e  re a c tio n s  y ou  se t u p  a b o u t y o u . 
I  k n o w  a t le a st  th re e  in s ta n ce s  in  w h ic h  
b it te r  e n e m ie s  b e c a m e  fr ie n d s  b e ca u se  
o n e  o f  th e m  c h a n g e d , n o t th e  o th e r  p er 
so n , b u t h im s e lf . W i t h  a  c h a n g e  in  
b a s ic  a t t i tu d e  on  m a n y  th in g s , o n  g e n  
era l p ro b le m s  o f  l iv in g , c a m e  th e  su d  
d e n  d isco v ery  th a t  th e  a n im o s ity  to w a rd  
th is  o th e r  p erso n  w as a n  i llu s io n .

C u s to m a r ily , w e  b e fo g  o u r  a t t i tu d e s  
th r o u g h  m e n ta l p ro cesses lo a d ed  w ith  
v a rio u s ty p es o f  a s t ig m a t is m . T h e  fo cu s  
d is to rts  e v e r y th in g  th a t  im p in g e s  u p on  
it , a n d  o u r  liv e s  a re  liv e d  in  a  w o rld  o f  
i llu s io n s . W h a te v e r  o u r  w o rld , i t  is 
re a lly  m o stly  m a d e  b y  o u rse lv e s . G r e a t  
im p o n d e ra b le s , g r e a t  u n iv e rsa l fa c to rs  
s u rro u n d  u s, b u t  o u r  re a c tio n  to  th ese  
is v ery  la rg e ly  g o v e rn e d  b y  p e rso n a l e x  
p e r ie n ce . A n d  e x p e r ie n c e  is  h a rd ly  
m o re  th a n  a n a m e  f o r  o u r o w n  p r e ju  
d ice s , a n d  o u r  o w n  p re ssu re  g ro u p  o f 
fa c u lt ie s .

Y o u r  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  th e  p o stw a r 
w o rld  sh o u ld  b e g in  by  p re p a r in g  y o u r 
m in d  n o w  fo r  th e  c h a n g e s  th a t  a re  co m - 
m in g . I f  y o u  d o n o t p re p a re  y o u r m in d  
fo r  c h a n g e  y ou  a re  g o in g  to  b e  h o rr ib ly  
h u r t . S u f fe r in g  is su re  to  a cco m p a n y  
a n y  a tte m p t to  r e m a in  s ta tic  in  a d y 
n a m ic  w o rld . I f  y o u  h av e  n o t  d e v e lo p ed  
m e n ta l f le x ib i li ty , i f  y ou  h a v e  n o t th e  
p o w e r  o f  easy  a d ju s tm e n t , i t  is n o t g o in g  
to be easy  to  m e e t  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  a 
d if fe re n t  w a y  o f  l ife . F o r  th e  c h a n g e  
w ill  e n co m p a ss  e v e n  o u r  sc ie n tif ic  p ro  
g r a m  w ith  a  re s u lta n t d if fe re n t  w a y  o f
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l i f e ,  b e ca u se  w e  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  th e  c o m  
m o d itie s  an d  co n v e n ie n c e s  a n d  su b  
s ta n c e s  o f  th e  p h y s ica l th in g s  o f  o u r  l iv  
in g  w ith o u t  c h a n g in g  te m p e ra m e n ta lly  

as w e ll.
I t  is a  n e ce ssity  t h a t  w e  b e g in  to  g e t  

o u r  m in d s  in to  a c o n d it io n  o f  o p e n n e ss , 
fre e  f r o m  f ix a tio n s , a n d  in to  h o n e s ty  o f  
p u rp o s e ; fo r  o n ly  th e n  ca n  w e e s t im a te  
fa c tu a lly  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  g o in g  o n , 
n o t  a l lo w in g  p erso n a l in te re s ts  an d  p r i  
v a te  p re ju d ic e s  to  d is to r t  th e  w h o le  p a t 
te rn  o f  th e  th in g s  to  c o m e .

T h e r e  is an  o ld  sa y in g  t h a t  o n e  ca n  
b e  so  b r o a d -m in d e d  a s  to  b e  f la th e a d e d . 
B ro a d m in d e d n e s s  is a lm o st  co m p le te ly  
a n  a b s tr a c t io n ; it  rea lly  d o e sn ’t  m e a n  
a n y th in g . S e m a n tic a lly  it  ca n  in d ic a te  
th a t  its  p o ssessor is a l ib e r a l . B u t  it  ca n  
a lso  in d ic a te  th a t  h e  h a s n ’t  a n y  b o u n d  
a r ie s  w h a te v e r , an d  th e r e fo re  h e  h a s  n o  
in te g r ity  w h a tso e v e r . S o , b r o a d m in d e d  
n e ss  c a n  b e  th e  te rm  a p p lied  to  s im p le  
sca tte re d n e ss . O r ,  a p p lie d  to  th o se  
su p e rfic ia l a n d  d ile t ta n te  s ta te s  o f  m in d  
in  w h ic h  th e re  is n o th in g  o f  v a lu e . 
M a n y  a p erso n  w h o  c la im s  to  b e  a  l ib  
e ra l is n o  m o re  th a n  a n  in d iv id u a l w h o  
h a s n ’t  m a d e  u p  h is  m in d  o n  a n y th in g .

B ro a d -m in d e d n e s s , as a w o rd , is n o t 
sa t is fa c to r ily  d e fin it iv e , b u t i t  d oes ca rry  
th e  im p o r ta n t  im p lic a t io n  th a t  so m e  o f  
u s a re  lib e ra l in  o u r  d e c is io n s  an d  d e te r  
m in a tio n .

S o m e th in g  h a s  to  h a p p e n  b e fo re  t b  
m in d  w ill g e t  o u t o f  th e  w a y , b e fo re  t h  
p re ssu re  g ro u p s  ca n  su cce ss fu lly  b  
b r o k e n  u p — th e  l ife , th e  b e in g , th e  m a i 
h im s e lf , h a s  g o t  to  ta k e  o v e r th e  m a n a g e  
m e n t  o f  h is  o w n  a ffa irs . T h e  m in d  is  ; 
so rt o f P r im e  M in is te r  se r v in g  in  th  
a b se n ce  o f  th e  ru le r . T h i s  a b se n te e  ru le

1  ‘ 'i T  o f  o u r  p ro b le m . T h e  m in i
__ _ *  cca u se  w e  d o  n o t  ru n  o u rse lv e

n y th in g  else— b e ca u se  w e h a v e  n<

c o n v ic t io n , n o  b a s ic  p u rp o se , n o  fu n d a  
m e n ta l v ie w p o in t  to  w h ic h  w e  w ill  b in d  
th e  in te l le c t  in  a c o n d it io n  o f  in te l l ig e n t  
se rv ice . M e r e ly  to  ta k e  th e  m in d  o u t  o f  
th e  sa d d le , a n d  m e re ly  to  b r e a k  up  th e  
p re ssu re  g ro u p , is to  le a v e  o n ly  ch a o s. 
S o m e th in g  e lse  m u s t  th e n  ta k e  o v e r  an d  
b e c o m e  a  k in g  o f  k in g s  o v e r  th e  m in d , 
b e co m e  th e  tru e  a d m in is tr a to r  o f  th e  
l ife  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l.

T h i s  th in g  th a t  m u st  ta k e  o v e r  is  w h a t  
th e  o ld  re lig io n is ts  ca ll c o n sc io u sn e ss . 
T h e  w o rd , co n sc io u sn e ss , u n fo r tu n a te ly , 
is  a n o th e r  v a g a ry , a n  a b s tr a c t io n . T h e  i  
o n ly  th in g  th a t  w e  k n o w  a b o u t  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  is , th a t  i t  is  th e  p e c u lia r  ap- 
p re c ia to r  o f  in te g r ity . C o n s c io u s n e ss  
m ig h t  b e  sa id  to  b e  m u c h  l ik e  th e  d e  
sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  so u l, g iv e n  b y  P lo t in u s  
in h is  essa y  o n  T he Beautiful. “ C o n  
sc io u sn e ss  is  th a t  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  in  . 
th e  m id s t o f  a ll c o n fu s io n  s till re ta in s  ■ 
th e  s ta m p  o f  th e  g o o d .”

I t  is  t h a t  s o m e th in g  t h a t  is a t  th e 
ro o t o f  o u r  d is s a t is fa c t io n s  w ith  o u r - , 
se lv es , w h e n  w e  d o  th a t  w h ic h  is  less 
th a n  o u rse lv e s .

I t  is  n o t  c o n s c ie n c e ; w h ic h  is m e r e ly ' 
th e  v o ice  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . C o n s c io u s n e ss  
is  th a t  in n e r  c o n v ic t io n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  
n a tu re  o f  r ig h t ,  w ith  w h ic h  a ll h u m a n  
b e in g s  a re  e n d o w e d ; b u t  w h ic h  in  m o st 
case s is  se ld o m  tr a n s fo rm e d  fro m  a po 
te n tia l to  a p o te n cy  d u r in g  l ife .

I n  th e  te r m s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  G r e e k s , 
co n sc io u sn e ss  “ re jo ic e s  in  th e  re a liz a t io n  
o f  th e  o n e n e ss  o f  l i f e ,  p erce iv e s  b e a u ty  j  
in  a ll th in g s , a n d  s tr iv e s  u n ce a s in g ly  
to w a rd  th e  a c c o m p lis h m e n t o f  th e  g o o d .’ 1

T h o s e  a re  th e  th re e  p o w e rs . T h e y  d o  
n o t d e fin e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  a s  
s tr u c tu r e , o r g a n , o r  fa c u lty ; b u t  fro m  o u r  
o w n  e x p e r ie n c e  w e  m a y  k n o w  t h a t  in  
to d a y ’s  c r is is  th e re  is  s o m e th in g  w ith in  
u s , s o m e th in g  th a t  is  s h in in g  o u t frond 
u s , a n d  t h a t  i t  is  m o re  im p o rta n t  th a n  
l if e ;  i t  is  s o m e th in g  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  
th a n  w e a lth , g re a te r  to  b e  d esired  th a n  
h a p p in e ss— it  is  th e  s tra n g e  sh a d o w , th e  
to w e r in g  m y ste ry  o f  th e  g o o d  its e lf .

I t  is  s tra n g e  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  w a n t  
s o m e th in g  th e  v ery  su b s ta n ce  o f  w h ic h  
w e  d o  n o t u n d e r s ta n d . W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  
w h a t  g o o d  is.
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W e  k n o w  w h a t  c o m fo r t  is , a n d  d is  
c o m fo r t .  W e  k n o w  th a t  so m e  th in g s  
se e m  a l it t le  b e tte r  th a n  o th e r  th in g s . 
B u t  as to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  g o o d , w e  d o  
n o t k n o w .

W e  d o  n o t k n o w  w h a t  w e  w o u ld  b e  
l ik e  i f  w e  re a lly  serv ed  th e  g o o d  u n  
ce a s in g ly .

W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  re a lly  w h a t  th e  g o o d  
w a n ts  u s to  d o .

W e  d o  n o t  k n o w , e v e n  in  th e  b e st o f  
o u r  m o m e n ts , r e t i r in g  in to  th e  d eep est o f  
o u r c o n v ic t io n s , th e  in fa l l ib le  fa c t  o f  
n e x t  a c t io n .

W e  d o n ’t  k n o w .
Y e t ,  n o t  k n o w in g , w e  a sp ire . N o t  

k n o w in g  w h a t  g o o d  is , w e  lo v e  i t .  N o t  
k n o w in g  w h a t  g o o d  is, w e  p ra y  to  it.

W e  a re  su re  th a t  so m e w h e re  in  th e  
ro o t o f  th in g s  th e r e  is  s o m e th in g  b ig g e r  
th a n  w e  k n o w . A n d  n o t  b e ca u se  it  h as 
b e e n  p ro v en  to  u s ; n o t  b e ca u se  i t  ca n  b e  
d e m o n s tra te d ; n o t b e ca u se  so m e  o f  o u r 
m o st b o so m  c o m p a n io n s  a g re e  w ith  u s , 
b u t s im p ly  b e ca u se  w e b e lie v e .

T h a t  s im p le  fa c t  o f  b e lie v in g  lie s  a t  
th e  ro o t  o f  a ll m y s tic is m . I t  h a s  b e e n  
th e r e  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t im e , th e  
h u m a n  b e in g ’s a b id in g  a n d  e te rn a l fa ith  
t h a t  so m e w h e re  is  th e  g o o d .

T h e  p a rt  o f  u s  th a t  h a s  th a t  fa ith  is 
co n sc io u sn e ss , a n d  p a r t  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  
h as th e  re a l iz a t io n  t h a t  w ith in  its  v ery  
n a tu re  g o o d  is in  so m e  w ay  tra n s c e n d e n -  
ta lly  b e a u t ifu l .  A l l  p eo p les , e v e n  th e  
m o st  p r im itiv e , h a v e  h a d  th e  im p u ls e  
to  b e  b e a u t ifu l . T h e y  h a v e  h a d  th e  im  
p u lse  to  d o  b e a u t ifu l  th in g s , a n d  to  
a d o rn  th e m se lv e s  to  b e a u tify  th e m se lv e s . 
A n  a b o r ig in a l b e d e c k e d  w ith  a ll th e  
h a b ilim e n ts  o f  h is  b e a u ty  m a y  seem  to  
u s g ro te s q u e  a n d  s tra n g e , a n d  ev e n  fe a r  
s o m e ; b u t  to  h im s e lf  h e  is b e a u t ifu l .  
S o m e  g r e a t  y e a r n in g  o f  h is  so u l h a s  b e e n  
f il le d . H e  h a s  a d p rn e d  th e  o u te r  se m  
b la n c e  o f  h is  n a tu re  w ith  s o m e th in g  th a t  
w as a n  in s p ir a tio n  f r o m  w ith in  h im s e lf .

B e h in d  a ll t h e  a r ts , a s  b e h in d  a ll th e  
c re a tiv e  im p u lse s  o f  m a n k in d , s ta n d s 
th is  m a je s t ic  p a tte rn  o f  th e  b e a u t ifu l , th e  
b e a u tifu l th a t  is  a lso  th e  g o o d . T h e  g re a t  
p h ilo so p h ic  co n v ic tio n  is , th a t  w h ic h  is 
b e a u tifu l is g o o d ; a n d  th a t  w h ic h  is 
g oo d  is b e a u t ifu l . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  su ch

th in g  as a n  u g ly  g o o d n e ss . I f  w e  co u ld  
p e rce iv e  c le a r ly  e n o u g h , w e ’d  d isco v e r  
th a t  b e h in d  a ll th in g s  th e r e  is  th is  p a t 
te r n , th is  la w , th is  o r d e r , th is  p ro c e d u re .

W e  say  t h a t  b e a u ty  b e lo n g s  n o t  o n ly  
to  fo r m s , b u t  to  fa c u lt ie s  a n d  to  v a lu e s . 
W e  k n o w  th a t  in  so m e  w ay  h o n o r  is 
b e a u t ifu l .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  in  so m e  w ay  
fr ie n d s h ip  is  b e a u t ifu l ,  th a t  in te g r ity  
m u st  h a v e  a b o u t  i t  so m e  m a g n if ic e n t  
a n d  d ig n if ie d  a p p e a ra n c e , co u ld  w e b u t  
see  it .

W e  h a v e  a b e l ie f  th a t  t r u th  is l ik e  th e  
g r e a t  h e a d  o f  Z e u s , b y  P h id ia s , w ith  a 
m a g n if ic e n c e  a n d  s u b lim ity  w h ic h  is  in  
so m e  w ay  a n  e sse n tia l p a r t  o f  its  o w n  
n a tu r e ; w ith  a c o n sc io u sn e ss  se a r c h in g  
e v e r  fo r  th e  b e a u t ifu l  an d  n e v e r  f in d in g  
i t ,  in  e te rn a l c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  w in te r  
o f  o u r  d is c o n te n t .

A n d  a lso , so m e w h e re  in  th e  b a c k  
g ro u n d  o f  th in g s , co n sc io u sn e ss  te lls  us 
t h a t  th in g s  ca n  n o t b e  b e a u t ifu l  a n d  ca n  
n o t b e  g o o d  u n le ss  th e r e  is a d iv in e  h a r  
m o n y  a m o n g  th e m ; a n d  th a t  th e  m o st 
p e r fe c t  o f  a ll c o n c e p tio n s  o f  h a rm o n y  is  
u n ity  o n e n e ss . S o m e w h e re  co n sc io u s  
n ess te lls  u s  l if e  is  o n e . P u rp o s e  is  o n e . 
H u m a n ity  is o n e . T r u t h  is o n e . B e a u ty  
is  o n e .

I n  so m e  m y s te r io u s  w ay  th e  d isco v e ry  
o f  t h a t  u n ity  is  p o w e r . T h e  in w a rd  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  u n ity  o f  l ife  is th e  
m o st  p o w e r fu l th in g  th a t  ca n  h a p p e n  to  
a n  in d iv id u a l. I t  c h a n g e s  th e  p a tte rn  
o f  h is  w ay s.

H a v e lo c k  E l l i s  c a lle d  su c h  a r e a liz a  
t io n  a  m y s tic a l e x p e r ie n c e . P e rh a p s  it 
is . P e r h a p s  i t  is  o n ly  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  in  
v a lu e . B u t ,  b e y o n d  th e  m in d — d e b a tin g , 
d is c u ss in g , c o m p a r in g , a n a ly z in g , an d  
e te rn a lly  d e fe n d in g — b e h in d  t h a t  D o u b t  
in g  T h o m a s  w h ic h  w e  c a ll th e  in te lle c t , 
th e r e  is th is  a b s tr a c t  t h in k in g .  I t  is  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss , f a c in g  h o p e fu lly , a lw a y s  w ith  
u p tu rn e d  v isa g e , to w a rd  th e  o n e , th e  
b e a u t ifu l a n d  th e  g o o d ; k n o w in g  th ese  
th re e  to  b e  o n e , a n d  th is  o n e  t o  b e  tr u th  
— th e  T r u t h  t h a t  is th e  sa v io r  o f  th e  
w o rld .

C o n s c io u s n e ss  is  fa ith  th a t  c a n  n o t b e  
a n a ly z e d , b e lie f  th a t  is  s tro n g e r  th a n  
l ife . I t  is  t h a t  s o m e th in g  t h a t  c a n  n o t 
b e  m e t  by  th e  m in d , ca n  n o t b e  a n a ly z e d
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by it . T h e  m o re  w e t h in k  a b o u t  i t ,  th e  
m o r e  w e  d estro y  i t . I n  m o m e n ts  o f  
g r e a t  in s p ir a tio n  s o m e th in g  w e lls  up  
w ith in  u s  in  t h a t  d e e p e st in n e r  p a rt o f  
o u r  co n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  w e  sa y , “ I  k n o w .”

I f  w e  k n o w , w e  k n o w  th o se  th in g s —  
th e  o n e , th e  b e a u t ifu l , a n d  th e  g o o d . 
T h e y  a re  th e  o n ly  th in g s  w e c a n  k n o w , 
b e ca u se  th e  m y s te r io u s  p o w e r t h a t  tu rn s  
to w a rd  th e m  is th e  o n ly  o n e  c a p a b le  o f  
k n o w in g  a n y th in g .

F o r  th e  re s t, th e r e  m u st b e  d o u b ts , 
a n d  h o p e s , a n d  fe a rs , w o n d e r in g s ; a n d  
e te rn a lly  l ik e  th e  P ro p h e t  in  Omar, “ W e  
g o  o u t by  th e  sa m e  d o o r  w e c a m e  in .”

N o  c e r ta in ty  is  p o ss ib le  to  m a n  e x  
c e p t  th e  in te rn a l c e r ta in ty  o f  th e  u n ity  
o f  l i f e ,  th e  b e a u ty  o f  la w , a n d  th e  g o o d  
n e ss  o f  th e  w o rld . T h o s e  a re  o u r  fo u n  
d a tio n . I f  w e  m u st  b e lie v e  in  so m e  
th in g  t h a t  w e c a n  n o t  p ro v e , w h y  n o t 
b e lie v e  in  th e s e ?  W h y  n o t  b e lie v e  in  
th e s e  th in g s , ra th e r  th a n  in  o th e r  e q u a lly  
u n p ro v a b le  th in g s  th a t a re  n o t  e q u a lly  
g o o d ?  I f  w e  m u st  h a v e  b e lie f , le t  b e  
l ie f  b e  in  th e  n o b le s t.

I f  w e  m u st  h a v e  f a ith , le t  o u r  fa ith  
b e  in  th e  g ra n d e s t  a n d  th e  m o st g lo r io u s  
c o n c e p tio n s  th a t  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  has 
e v e r  b e e n  c a p a b le  o f  e x p r e s s in g . F o r  th e 
p o w e r  th a t  b e lie v e s  in  th e  o n e , th e  b e a u  
t i fu l ,  a n d  th e  g o o d , s ta n d s as a m a g ic ia n  
a b o v e  th e  in te l le c t , ca p a b le  o f  s o lv in g  
th o u g h ts , a n d  th e  re a s o n a b le  d o u b ts  
c o n c e r n in g  p ro v id e n ce  w h ic h  l ie  a t  th e  
ro o ts  o f  o u r  in d e c is io n s  a n d  o u r  ab u ses . 
T h i s  co n sc io u sn e ss  m u st  ta k e  o v e r  b e  
fo r e  w e  c a n  e sca p e  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  
m in d . B e fo r e  i t  is  p o ss ib le  to  p u t th e  
m in d  to  w o rk  to  b u ild  th e  w o rld , w e 
m u s t  b e  m a s te r  o f it .  O u r  v is io n  m u st  
be g re a te r  th a n  th e  v is io n  o f  o u r  o w n  
m in d s .

N o t  lo n g  a g o  a sc ie n tis t  s ta ted  th a t  
h e  h a d  fo u n d  a n e w  k in d  o f  m e n ta l in  
s tr u m e n t. H e  sa id  th a t  in s id e  o f  o u r  
t h in k in g  m in d  th e r e  is  a n o th e r  m in d . 
P e rh a p s  h e  i s  o n  th e  th re s h o ld  w h e re  
a b id e s  th a t  
t h a t  h a s  its  
tu e s  o f  l ife , 
o u r  p ressu re  
h a v e  n o th in ; 
can not be

s tra n g e , m y ste r io u s  p o w e r 
fo u n d a tio n  in  th e  g r e a t  v ir- 

F o r  c e r ta in ly  i f  w e g iv e  u p  
g ro u p s  o f  th in k in g ,  a n d  

? to  p u t in  th e ir  p la c e , w e 
w ise . T o  d r iv e  h o p eless ly

o n  th e  ro u g h  c u r r e n ts  o f  o p in io n  is  to  
b e  w ith o u t  a n y  p e r m a n e n c e  o r  any 
s ta m in a  w ith  w h ic h  to  fa c e  c o m p le x it ie s  
a n d  d if f icu ltie s .

I f  w e  w o u ld  g iv e  u p  th e  sen seless 
w r a n g lin g  o f  th e  se n se s , w e  m u s t  p lace  
o v e r  th e m  th e  b e n e v o le n t  ru le rs h ip  o f  
th e  g r e a t  tru th s  o f  th e  w o rld . H a v in g  
p erce iv e d  th o se  th in g s , w e  m u s t  p e r m it  
th e  m in d  to  fu lf i l l  th e m , a d m it t in g  to  
th e  m in d  n o  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  is  c o n tra ry  
to  o u r  b a s ic  in te g r ity  o f  v a lu e s . I t  is  
b e ca u se  o u r  w o rld  is w ith o u t  a n  o v e r  
w o rld  to  g u id e  i t  th a t  w e  c o m e  to  th e  
p re s e n t  d is a s te rs . I t  is b e c a u se  w e h a v e  
n o t  fo u n d  a w o rld  co n sc io u sn e ss  th a t  is  
tu r n in g  h o p e fu lly  a n d  g lo r io u s ly  to  th e  
c o n te m p la t io n  o f  u n ity , a n d  b e a u ty , a n d  
g o o d  w o rk , it  is b e ca u se  th a t co n sc io u s  
n ess is  m is s in g  f r o m  o u r  w o rld  th a t  w e 
fe e l th a t  o u r  w o rld  c a n  a ffo rd  a n d  c a n  
s u s ta in  a n d  c a n  e x c u se  th e  in n u m e r a b le  
s tr ife s  th a t  b r e a k  o u t w ith in  it .

H a v in g  n o  v is io n , th e  p e o p le  p e r is h . 
O u r  w o r ld  m u st  h a v e  a v is io n . T h o s e  
w h o  a re  to  b e  le a d e rs  m u s t  b e  p a r ta k e rs  
in  a v is io n . I t  is  a v is io n  th a t  w e  w o u ld  
ca ll a n  in ta n g ib le ; i t  is s o m e th in g  w e  
c a n n o t  d e scr ib e  o n  p a p e r , n o r  c a n  w e 
d e te r m in e  f o r  i t  a v a lu e  in  d o lla rs  an d  
c e n ts . I t  is s o m e th in g  in  v is io n s  th a t  is  
d if fe r e n t  a n d  b e y o n d .

T h e r e  is a  g r e a t  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  a 
p e rso n  o f  v is io n  a n d  a  v is io n a ry  p erso n . 
A  v is io n a ry  is o n e  w h o  h a s  flo a te d  o ff 
o n  h is  e m o tio n s ; b u t  a p erso n  w ith  
v is io n  is o n e  w h o  has p e n e tra te d  illu  
sio n s an d  h as  fo u n d  th e  rea l.
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T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h o n e s ty  is , th a t  w e 
sh a ll h a v e  su c h  a c o m p le te  a n d  a b id in g  
d e v o tio n  to  a b e l ie f  in  u n iv e rsa l h o n e s ty , 
th a t  fo r  th a t  b e lie f  w e  a re  w ill in g  to  
sa c r if ic e  a l l ;  a n d  fo r  t h a t  b e lie f  w e  a re  
w ill in g  to  b e co m e  le a rn e d , d e d ic a t in g  
o u r  le a r n in g  to  th e  p ro v in g  o f  th a t  
e te rn a l b e lie f .

T h a t  is th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  u n fo r tu n  
a te ly  m u st  c o m e  f ir s t . I t  is so  g r a n d  a 
c o n c lu s io n , it is so  co m p le te ly  u t i l ita r ia n , 
it is so in f in ite ly  b r o a d , t h a t  i t  is th e  o n e  
g r e a t  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  w e c a n  a ffo rd .

T h e  a b s o lu te  d e f in it io n  o f  a ll th e s e  
a b s tr a c t io n s  is  tru ly  b e y o n d  u s ; b u t  th e  
c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e m  c a n  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  
in w a rd ly  as in s p ir a tio n , a n d  p ra c tice d  
o u tw a rd ly  as in te l l ig e n t  l iv in g . T h i s  
c o m p le te  p r o g r a m  w ill p u t th e  m in d  
w h e re  it  b e lo n g s , in  se c o n d  p la ce  in  th e  
g o v e r n in g  o f  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  o u r  liv e s . 
I t  is p e r fe c tly  p o ssib le  to  le t  th e  m in d  
a b id e  as th e  se rv a n t o f  a g r e a t  u n iv e rsa l 
c o n v ic t io n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  
w o rld .

W i t h  th a t  as a  b e g in n in g , w e  w ill n o t 
b e  g u ilty  o f  a k in d  o f  h o n e s ty  t h a t  is 
o f  p h y s ica l th in g s  o n ly , a n d  la c k s  in  
te g r ity . W e  w ill n o t  b e  le f t  w ith o u t  
m o tiv a tio n  a n d  w ith o u t  p r in c ip le ; a n d  
i f  w e  re a lly  h a v e  th is  c o n v ic t io n  w ith in  
o u rse lv e s , w e  w ill  b e  in c a p a b le  o f  in te r  
p r e tin g  h o n e s ty  d e s tru c tiv e ly  —  b e ca u se  
w e w ill b e  to o  in te rn a lly  a w a re  o f  th e  
g r e a t  in ta n g ib le , th e  g r e a t  in te g r ity  
v a lu e  t h a t  lies  w ith  i t ,  a b o v e  i t , a n d  b e  
y o n d  it .

N o w , w ith  th a t  b a s is  w e c a n  g o  to  
w o rk  o n  o u rse lv e s  t h in k in g  th r o u g h  to  
th e  k in d  o f  w o rld  w e  w a n t . W e  ca n  
th in k  d e fin ite ly  in  te rm s  o f  th e  p u rp o se  
fo r  l if e .  T h e  p u rp o se  fo r  l iv in g  is n o t  
c re a tu re  c o m fo r t .  T h e  p u rp o se  fo r  l iv  
in g  is n o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  
m a d e  im p o r ta n t . T h e  p u rp o se  o f  l iv in g  
is to  d is co v e r  re a lity  a n d  to  serv e  i t .

T h e  p u rp o se  o f  l iv in g  is to  p ra c tic e  
o u tw a rd ly  th e  im p u lse s  o f  u n ifie d  re a l 
iz a t io n , b e a u ty , a n d  u til ity .

T h e  p u rp o se  o f  l iv in g  is  to  d isco v e r  
th a t  h a p p in e ss , a b id in g  h a p p in e ss , th e  
h a p p in ess  in te rn a l to  m a n , th e  h a p p in e ss  
b e tw e e n  m e n  a n d  th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  th e  
w o rld  its e lf , a ll  d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  w o r ld

b e in g  d o m in a te d  by  a  co m p le te  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  o f  r ig h t  p u rp o se . W ith o u t  
th a t  co n sc io u sn e ss  w a r  c o m e s  a g a in , to  
o b lite r a te  a ll th e  th in g s  w e  h a v e  d re a m e d  
o f .

I t  is n o t  to  b e  su p p osed  a n d  p re su m e d  
th a t  h u m a n ity  w ill  su d d e n ly , by  so m e  
m y s tica l e x te n s io n  o f  p o w e r , p a r ta k e  in  
a U n iv e r s a l c o n sc io u sn e ss . Y e t  th e r e  
n e v e r  h a s  b e e n  o r  c a n  b e  a n y  d o u b t 
th a t  in te g r ity  a b id e s  w ith  th e  m a jo r ity  
o f  m a n k in d . M o s t  h u m a n  b e in g s  a re  by  
n a tu r e  g e n t le , k in d ly , w e ll-m e a n in g , a n d  
w e ll-d is p o se d . B y  v ery  su b s ta n c e  a n d  
n a tu re  th e y  a re  p e a ce -lo v in g , re lig io u s  
in  th e ir  c o n v ic t io n , id e a lis t ic  in  th e ir  w ay  
o f  l if e .  B u t ,  by  a p re ssu re  th a t  is  u t 
te r ly  a r t i f ic ia l ,  d e s tru c t iv e , a n d  n o t  ev e n  
a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  c re a tu re s  th a t  a re  e x  
e r t in g  it , h u m a n ity  h a s  b e e n  fo rc e d  a w a y  
f r o m  its o w n  n a tu ra l w ay  o f  se le c tio n . 
T h e  in d u s tr ia l  l if e  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  im  
p osed  u p o n  o u rse lv e s  h a s  b e e n  a g r e a t  
ca u se  o f  th e  b r e a k in g  d o w n  o f  th e  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  c o n te n t  in  o u r  n a tu re . W e  
a re  by  n a tu re  g o o d , an d  by  c ir c u m  
sta n c e  d is h o n e s t.

F o r  o u r  s ta r t  in  r e b u ild in g  o u r  w o rld , 
w e  h a v e  b e tte r  t im b e r  th a n  w e  k n o w , 
a n d  w e  h a v e  p le n ty  o f  it .  T h e  q u e s t io n  
is , w h e th e r  w e  w ill b u ild  a  w o rld  so 
t h a t  th e s e  b e tte r  q u a l i t ie s  in  n a tu re  w ill 
h a v e  a c h a n c e , o r  w h e th e r  w e  w ill s ta r t  
r ig h t  in  b u ild in g  a n  a rb itra r y  sy stem  
th a t  w ill s m o th e r  o u t  th e  b e st  p a r t  o f  
m a n  a g a in , as i t  h as in  th e  p ast. I f  w e 
d o  th a t , w e  d estro y  a ll.  I f  w e  d o  th a t , 
w e  fr u s tr a te  th e  v ery  e n d  fo r  w h ic h  w e 
a re  m a k in g  so  g r e a t  a s a cr ifice  to d a y .

T h e r e  is  n o  q u e s t io n  th a t  G o d  d o es 
d w e ll in  h is  c r e a tio n . T h e r e  is  n o  
q u e s t io n  t h a t  lo v e  o f  b e a u ty , th e  re a li  
z a t io n  o f  th e  o n e n e ss  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  th e  
re a l iz a t io n  o f  th e  v ir tu e  o f  g o o d  w o rk s , 
a re  q u a lit ie s  t h a t  e x is t  in  a n d  a re  a v a il 
a b le  to  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s . 
A n d  a lso , th a t  i f  th e y  w e re  cu ltu re d  
w ith  o n e -h a lf  th e  in te n s ity  t h a t  w e  c u l 
tu re  a n d  re w a rd  se lf ish n e ss , th e r e  w o u ld  
b e  a c o m p le te  c h a n g e  in  th e  w h o le  so 
c ia l s ta te  o f  h u m a n ity .

T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  is b e tte r  th a n  th e  
w o rld  h e  is l iv in g  in ,  b e ca u se  h e  is  m o v  
in g , a n d  h is  w o r ld  is  s ta n d in g .
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T h e  in s ti tu t io n s  u n d e r w h ic h  w e  liv e  
a re  m o st o f  th e m  m e d ie v a l a n d  m a n y  o f  
th e m  a n c ie n t .  W e  h a v e  o u tg r o w n  th e m ; 
b u t  w e  m u s t  s t ill  liv e  in  th e m ; an d  th e  
o n ly  w a y  w e  c a n  d o  i t  is  b y  a c o n s ta n t  
co m p r o m is e  o f  e v e r y th in g  th a t  is  im  

p o r ta n t  in  o u rse lv e s .
T h e r e  is ev e ry  p o ss ib ility  th a t  in  a  

co m p a r a tiv e ly  s h o r t  t im e  h u m a n  b e in g s  
ca n  b e  re leased  f r o m  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  
th e  fa u lts  t h a t  b in d  th e m  to d a y . T h e y  
h a v e  n o  b a s ic  d e s ire  to  c o n tin u e  in  th ese  
fa u lts . B y  m il l io n s  th e y  a re  w ill in g  to 
m a k e  a  g r e a t  sa c r if ic e  to  m a in ta in  a 
c u ltu r e  a n d  a  c iv i l iz a t io n  th a t  th e y  d o  
n o t u n d e r s ta n d , a n d  w h ic h  fo r  th e  m o st 
p a rt  h a s  b e e n  b r u ta lly  c ru e l to  th e m . 
H e r e  is  p r o o f  th a t  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  is 
b a s ic a lly  a n  id e a lis t ic  c re a tu re . A ll  th e  
re a lism  th a t  h a s  b e e n  p re a ch e d  to  h im  
f o r  th e  la s t  th re e  h u n d re d  y e a rs  h a s  n o t 
d eep ly  a ffe c te d  h is  co n sc io u sn e ss . H e  is  
a n  id e a lis t , a n d  h e w a n ts  to  liv e  in  an  
id e a l s ta te .

I f  it  is  o b v io u s  th a t  th e r e  a re  d if f ic u l  
t ie s  in  th e  w a y  o f  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  
th e  U to p ia n  d re a m  it  is a lso  o b v io u s  th a t  
a ll  p ro g re ss  in  h is to ry  h a s  b e e n  in  t h a t  
d ir e c t io n ; a n d  a lso  th a t  th e  w h o le  p r o  
g re ss  o f  th e  w o rld  is  to w a rd  in te r n a tio n  
a l u n d e r s ta n d in g , w h ic h  is  r e c o g n it io n  
o f  u n ity  in  th e  p o lit ic a l s ta te  o f  m a n .

A ll  p ro g re ss  is  in  te rm s  o f  r e c o g n iz  
in g  u n ity , b e a u ty , a n d  u til ity . W e  a re  
c r e a t in g  to w a rd  th a t  e n d ; w e  a re  a t  
te m p tin g  to  re c o v e r  th o se  v a lu es  in  in  
s t i tu tio n s ; a n d  w e re g a rd  th e  e s ta b lis h  
m e n t  o f  th e m  as th e  n o b le s t  id ea ls  o f  
o u r  ra ce .

A s  th e  t im e  co m e s  fo r  th e  w o rld  to  
g o  b a c k  to  a p e a c t im e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  
so m e  k in d , th e re  w ill be  in e v ita b le  c o n  
f l ic t  b e tw e e n  th e  re leased  id e a ls  o f  h u  
m a n  b e in g s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p ick e d  a n d  
c a rr ie d  to  a  h ig h e r  sta te  o f  r e a l iz a t io n , 
a n d  th e  p re ssu re  o f  o ld  m e th o d s  an d  old 
w ay s c o m in g  b a c k  to  to r m e n t  th e  l if e  
a n d  to  f ru s tr a te  th e  p ro g re ss  th a t  h as 
b e en  a c co m p lish e d .

t ì0n h<:  k *  s tro n g h o ld  o f  w o rn -o u t t ra d i 
r m i  m i! su b c o n ^ io u s  o f  th e  h u m a n  

n e w  to  rv .erC 11 sÌ lc k s ; t0 f r u s tr a te  th e  
th e  W g c P! rnSj C U te<:th e  d re a m e r , to  c ru c ify  

-  . a n d  as f a r  as p o ss ib le  to  n u lli-

fy  a ll p ro g re ss . In  its  f in a l a b o d e , th e  
su b co n s c io u s , i t  se e k s  to  m a in ta in , as 
f ro m  so m e  p la c e  in  a  d a r k  c a b in , its  
in fe r n a l r u le rs h ip  o v e r th e  a f fa irs  o f  
m a n k in d . F r o m  th e  su b c o n s c io u s  th e  
in d iv id u a l m u s t  ro o t it  o u t ;  fo r  t h a t  is  
w h e r e  w e  h a v e  to  b e g in  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  
p re p a r in g  o u rse lv e s  fo r  a w o rld  in  w h ic h  
w e  sh a ll b e  h o n o re d  fo r  o u r  v ir tu e s  
r a th e r  th a n  o u r  w e a lth , a p p r e c ia te d  fo r  
o u r  id e a ls  ra th e r  th a n  fo r  o u r  a m b itio n s , 
a n d  w h e r e in  w e sh a ll b e  fa m o u s  f o r  ou r 
g o o d  w o rk s  r a th e r  th a n  in fa m o u s  fo r  
o u r  c r im e s .

T h e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a n y  k in d  o f  a n  
e n d u r in g  p e a c e  w ill h a v e  to  b e  u p on  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a b e tte r  id e o lo g y  th a n  
w e h a v e  h ad  b e fo re , o r  it  c a n  n o t h o ld  
u p . A lth o u g h  w e  m a y  n o t  w a n t  to  
a c c e p t th is— a n d  p ro b a b ly  w e  w ill  resist 
i t  a s  lo n g  as w e  c a n  w ith  th e  s tre n g th  
o f  o u r  s u b c o n s c io u s  m in d s —- b u t , a c c e p t 
i t  o r  n o t , th e  f a c t  r e m a in s  th a t  th e  h u  
m a n  b e in g  is  g ra d u a lly  g r o w in g  o u t o f  
a n d  a w a y  f r o m  th e  e a r th  a n d  e a r th in e s s  
as a  d o m in a n t  fa c to r  in  h is  l iv in g . A n d  
w h e th e r  i t  b e  th e  g o o d  so il o f  o u r  
G r e a t  M o th e r , th e  E a r t h ,  o r  w h e th e r  i t  
b e  th e  e a r th in e s s  o f  o u r  m a te r ia lis t ic  
c iv i l iz a t io n , w e a re  g r o w in g  o u t  o f  b o th  
o f  th e se  th in g s . W e  a re  g r o w in g , as 
th e  G r e e k s  s a id , “ U p w a rd  to w a rd  th e  
h e a v e n s .”  O u r  th o u g h ts  a r e  b e c o m in g  
lo f t ie r .  W e  a re  l iv in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  
in  o u r  d re a m s  a n d  id e a ls , a n d  less an d  
less  in  o u r  p h y s ic a l re a lit ie s . W e  are  
s h if t in g  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  re a lity . 
T h e  s h if t  is  g ra d u a lly  a w a y  f r o m  th e
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v is ib le  th in g s  to  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
a cc u s to m e d , to  th e  in v is ib le  th in g s  to w a rd  
w h ic h  w e  a re  s tr iv in g  a n d  se a r c h in g .

W e  a re  n o  lo n g e r  c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  
a b s o lu te  re a lity  o f  o u r  b a n k  b o o k . W e  
a re  b e g in n in g  to  b e lie v e  in  th e  a b s o lu te  
re a lity  o f  a n  in te r n a tio n a l  n a t io n  b a se d  
u p o n  th e  u n ity  o f  l if e .

W e  a re  b e g in n in g  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  
u n ity  o f  l i f e  is  a re a lity .

A s  w e  b e g in  to  b e lie v e  in  th e  re a lity  
o f  th e  g r e a t  a n d  c o n s tru c t iv e  in ta n g ib le s , 
w e e n c o m p a ss  a n  e n d u r in g  sy stem  o f 
l iv in g  w h ic h  ca n  s u s ta in  o u r  ta n g ib le s .

T h e  b e lie f  in  th e  re a lity  o f  l i f e  a n d  
th e  re a lity  o f  th e  u n ity  o f  l if e  is  th e  b e st 
p o ssib le  in s u ra n c e  f o r  o u r  p o c k e tb o o k s . 
B u t  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t see . W e  d o  n o t  see 
th a t  th e  s tro n g e r  o u r  b e lie f  in  in v is ib le s , 
th e  su re r  o u r  a b il i ty  to  h o ld  o n to  v is  
ib les— if  w e  w a n t  th e m . I t  is  w h e n  th e  
in v is ib le s  in  o u r  liv e s  p e r is h  t h a t  th e  
v is ib le s  g o  r ig h t  a lo n g  w ith  th e m . 
P a tr io t is m  is  a n  in v is ib le , b u t  n a tio n s  
w o u ld  n o t la s t  lo n g  in  th e ir  e c o n o m ic s  
w ith o u t  i t .  In te g r ity  is  a n  in v is ib le , b u t  
v ery  fe w  f ir m s  w a n t  to  h ir e  a  m a n  w h o  
d o e sn ’t h a v e  i t .  B e a u ty  is  a n  in ta n g ib le , 
b u t v e ry  fe w  w a n t  to  liv e  in  a  h o u se  
th a t  h a s  n o  b e a u ty  in  it .  A n d  as w e 
w o n d e r  w h e th e r  b e a u ty  is  in  th e  ru g s 
an d  th e  c h a ir s  a n d  th e  p ic tu re s , w e  d is  
co v e r  it  is n o t, b u t  in  th e  a r r a n g e m e n t  
o f  th o se  th in g s — w h e re  w e  p u t th e  p ic  
tu re , a n d  w h a t  co lo r  th e  r u g  is , a n d  
h o w  th e  r u g  m a tc h e s  th e  c u r ta in s , a n d  
h o w  th e  c u r ta in s  th e  ru g , a n d  th e  p ic  
tu re s  m a tc h  o u r  d is p o s it io n . F o r  b e a u ty  
is  n o t  in  th in g s  a lo n e , b u t  in  th e  p sy  
c h o lo g ic a l  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  o b je c ts , th e  a r  
ra n g e m e n t  o f  th in g s . E v e n  fo r m , w h ic h  
m a y  h a v e  b e a u ty , is  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
m a tte r  a n d  it  is  th e  fo r m , n o t  th e  m a t  
te r , t h a t  is  b e a u t ifu l .

G e t t in g  a w a y  f r o m  th e  p h y s ica l a sp e ct 
o f  b e a u ty , w e  b e g in  to  see it  a s  a k in d  o f  
in ta n g ib le  o rd e r  o r  p a t te r n , o n e  th a t  is  a c  
ce p ta b le  to  s o m e th in g  in s id e  o f  o u rse lv es .

T h e n  w e  g o  o n  to  th e  re a liz a t io n  th a t 
a h o u se  is  n o t a h o m e , n o  m a tte r  h o w  
w ell a n d  a r t is t ic a lly  it  is  fu rn is h e d , u n  
less o th e r  in ta n g ib le s  a re  th e r e — th e  in  
ta n g ib le s  o f  h u m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g , o f  
h u m a n  lo v e , o f  p e rso n a l sa c r ific e , o f

s tr u g g le  to g e th e r , th e  in ta n g ib le  o f  u n  
d e rs ta n d in g . W ith o u t  a ll  th e s e  in ta n  
g ib le s  a  p a la c e  m a y  b e c o m e  a  p riso n .

T o  g e t  r ig h t  d o w n  to  th e  fa c t ,  th e  in  
ta n g ib le  p a r t  o f  a  th in g  is  th e  b a s is  o f  i t .

T h e  b e a u ty  th a t  w e  a r e  s e e k in g  is  
n o t  g a in e d  m e re ly  b y  p u tt in g  sh ru b s  o n  
s tre e t  c o rn e r s , o r a d o r n in g  o u r  b u ild in g s  
w ith  G r e c ia n  fa ca d e s . I t  is  in  m o re  
th a n  th a t . T h i s  b e a u ty  th a t  w e  w a n t  
h a s  its  h u m a n  v a lu e s , r e la t io n s h ip  v a lu es , 
q u a lity  v a lu e s ; a n d  u n le ss  w e  c a n . fin d  
th is  b e a u ty  a m o n g  o th e rs  o f  o u r  k in d , 
it  is m is s in g , re g a rd le ss  o f  a ll  th e  a r c h i  
te c tu ra l o rd e r  w e  m a y  b u ild  u p .

O v e r to n e s  a re  th e  fa c ts  a n d  su b s ta n ce  
o f  th e  w o rld .

O u r  w h o le  p h y s ic a l u n iv e rse  is  a 
seco n d  s to ry , a v is ib le  seco n d  sto ry  b u i lt  
o n  a  fo u n d a tio n  o f  in v is ib le , in ta n g ib le  
th in g s  t h a t  a re  a  h u n d re d  p e r  c e n t  m o re  
re a l a n d  a  m il l io n  t im e s  m o re  e n d u r in g  
th a n  a n y th in g  w e  c a n  b u ild  o n  th e m . 
T h a t  is  w h e r e  th e  s h i f t  h a s  g o t  to  co m e . 
I t  m u st  b e  a  s h i f t  f r o m  a  b e lie f  th a t  
s tre n g th  lie s  in  th in g s , to  th e  b e lie f  th a t 
s tre n g th  l ie s  in  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th in g s  
a c c o r d in g  to  u n ity , h a r m o n y , a n d  o rd e r . 
I t  m u st r e c o g n iz e  th a t  o u r  s tre n g th  lies  
n o t  n e ce ssa r ily  in  m e re  p h y s ica l p o w e r , 
b u t  in  th e  in te g r ity  t h a t  m o tiv a te s  th a t 
p o w e r .

¡O n e o f  th e  th in g s  t h a t  w e m u s t  h a v e  
is  a  su p e rs tr u c tu r e , a n  o v e rto n e , a n  u p  
p e r  w o r ld , a  w o rld  a b o v e  u s , a  w o rld  o f  
v a lu e s  to  w h ic h  w e  a re  a d d ic te d , a  w o rld  
o f  v a lu e s  w h ic h  f lo w s  d o w n  to  m a k e  
fe r t i le  th e  w o rld  o f  o u r  p h y s ica l e n d e a v o rs . 
In d u s tr ia l  s t re n g th  m e a n s  l it t le .  W e a lth  
m e a n s  less. P h y s ic a l  p o w e r  is  n o th in g  
b u t  a  c a r ic a tu r e  —  u n le ss  a ll  o f  th e se  
th in g s  a re  th e  se rv a n ts  o f  g r e a t  id e a ls .

W e  s ta n d  a t  th e  th re sh o ld  o f  m a tu r ity . 
O u r  w o rld  c iv i l iz a t io n  o f  to m o rr o w , th e  
n e w  w o rld  g o v e r n m e n t  w e h o p e  to  set 
u p , th e  n e w -w o rld  w ay  o f  th in g s  w h ic h  
w e  h o p e  to  b r in g  in to  e x is te n c e , th e  n e w  
w o rld  v is io n  th a t  w e  h o p e  w ill  r ise  fro m  
th e  c h e m is try  o f  th is  p re se n t w a r— th ese  
d ep en d  fo r  t h e ir  su rv iv a l u p o n  th e  id e a l 
is m  th a t  is  in n a te  in  th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
o f  th e  h u m a n  b e in g . T h a t  m u s t  b e  d e  
v e lo p e d . I t  m u s t  b e  ta u g h t , m u s t  b e  
p a r t  o f  e d u c a tio n . I t  m u s t  b e  th e  g r e a t
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cry  o f  r e lig io n . I t  m u s t  b e  in  m e d ic in e  
a n d  la w . I t  m u s t  be in  e v e r y th in g  th a t 
c o n ta c ts  th e  h u m a n  b e in g .

T h e  r e a liz a t io n  re q u ire s  a c o m p le te  
sw itc h -a b o u t  o f  e v e r y th in g  to  w h ic h  w e 
h a v e  h e ld . W e  m u s t  k n o w  th a t  o u r
in n e r  c o n v ic t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  n o b ility  
o f  l ife  a re  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t , th e  
s tro n g e s t , th e  m o s t  e n d u r in g  o f  a ll 
th in g s , th e  o n ly  p o ss ib le  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  
a n  e n d u r in g  p h y s ica l c iv i l iz a t io n . W i t h  
o u t  t h a t  r e a l iz a t io n  w e  a re  lo s t.

W e  m u s t  b e  ta u g h t  it .  I t  m u s t  b e  
g iv e n  to  u s in  w h a te v e r  w ay  th a t  is  c o n  
c e iv a b le  to  b r in g  it  to  u s . W h o e v e r  
w ish e s  to  fe e l th a t  h e  is  a p a tr io t , th a t  
h e  is  se r v in g  th e  p u b lic  g o o d , m u s t  set 
a s id e  s o m e th in g  f r o m  h is  p e rso n a l in  
te re s ts  to  m a k e  su re  th a t  th e  n e x t  t im e  
th e  w o rld  is in  c r is is  it  w ill n o t  la c k  a 
so lid  s tr u c tu r e  o f  b a s ic  id e a lism  w ith  
w h ic h  to  m e e t  t h a t  c r is is .

L e s s  th a n  n in e  y e a rs  a g o  a  p o w e r fu l 
in d u s tr ia lis t  an d  le a d e r  o f  o u r  A m e r ic a n  
l if e  to ld  m e , to  m y  fa c e , th a t  id e a ls  h ad  
n o  p la ce  in  e d u c a tio n . T h a t  g e n t le m a n  
is  d u e  to  e a t  h is  w o rd s , a n d  fin d  th e m  
in d ig e s tib le . I  su sp e c t th a t  a t th e  
p re se n t t im e  h e  h a s  so n s in  th e  A r m y , 
a n d  I  su sp ect h e m a y  b e  w o rr y in g  m o re  
th a n  h e  w a s w o r r y in g  th e n . I t  w a s  a 
d e p re ss io n  y ear th e n , a n d  h is  ch ild re n  
w e re  e a t in g ; i t  is  a w a r  n o w , a n d  h is 
c h ild r e n  a re  as o th e rs .

T h e  d ay  is  g o n e  w h e n  w e  c a n  h a v e  a 
p h ilo so p h y  o f  l ife  th a t  e l im in a te s  id ea ls . 
N o  lo n g e r  ca n  w e  h o p e  to  b u ild  a n y  
th in g  w o r th  b u ild in g  w ith o u t  a s tro n g  
id e o lo g ic a l  fo u n d a t io n . W e  w ill h av e  
to  g e t  o u r  m in d s  a c c u s to m e d  to  th a t  
id e a . W e  w ill h a v e  to  g e t  o u r  in te lle c  
tu a l n a tu re s  c o m p le te ly  u sed  to  th e  id ea  
o f  sp ir itu a l v a lu es  c o m in g  b e fo re  ev e ry  
thing^ e lse , a n d  n o t  in  te r m s  o f  th e o lo g y  
b u t  in  te rm s  o f  co n sc io u s  co n v ic t io n s , 
a n d  o b e d ie n c e  to  th a t  c o n v ic t io n . W e  
w iJ! j u s t h av e  to  d o  a r ig h t-a b o u t-fa c e  
a n d  a lo t  o f  h o u s e -c le a n in g .

, ■ C- ^ aVe t0 £ e t - ° f  in n u m e r-  
I . ln te m p e ra n c e s  a n d  in to le ra n c e s  as 
in d iv id u a ls ; a n d  w e  w ill  h a v e  to  g e t  rid

o f  a lo t  o f  se r io u s  w o r ld  m is ta k e s  as 
p o lic ie s ; w e  w ill h a v e  to  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to 
th e  t im e  w h e n  w e  c a n  e d u c a te  a g e n e r a  
t io n  o f  p eo p le  in  a n  a d e q u a te  id e o lo g y .

H o w  d o y o u  su p p o se  it w a s p o ssib le  
fo r  N a z i  G e r m a n y  w ith  a p o p u la t io n  o f 
a c tu a l c o n v e r ts  o f  p ro b a b ly  n o t  m o re  
th a n  sev e n ty  o r e ig h ty  m ill io n s , to  o v e r  
ru n  n e a rly  th e  w h o le  w o r ld , an d  to  1 
c a tc h  a t  d is a d v a n ta g e  th r e e -q u a r te r s  o f  
th e  e a r t h ;  a n d  to  w ith s ta n d — e v e n  to d a y , 
a f te r  y ea rs— u p  to  n o w , th e  o n s la u g h ts  
o f  a d o z e n  n a tio n s  in s id e  a n d  o u ts id e  o f  I 
i ts e lf?  I t  w a s s im p ly  b e c a u se  G e r m a n  ■] 
y o u th  w a s  in d o c tr in a te d  w ith  a b a s ic  I  
s tru c tu re  o f  id e a lis m . C e r ta in ly , i t  w a s  1 
a d e s tru c t iv e  id e a l. C e r ta in ly , it  w a s  a 1 
p u re ly  in a d e q u a te  id e a l. B u t ,  i t  w a s  a n  J 
id e o lo g ic a l o v e rto n e . I t  w a s  a c o n v ic t io n . I 
I t  w a s a n  in ta n g ib le , a n  in ta n g ib le  in f i-  j 
n ite ly  m o re  ta n g ib le  th a n  g u n s  o r  b u lle ts , J  

N o w , i f  w e  w a n t  to  b u ild  a w o rld  j 
to w a rd  s o m e th in g  p e r m a n e n tly  f in e ; i f  
w e  w a n t  to  h a v e  s o m e th in g  th a t  is in -  I 
f in ite ly  s tr o n g ; th e n  w e  m ig h t  as w ell ] 
p re p a re  o u rse lv e s  to  k n o w  th a t  th e  o n ly  
w a y  w e c a n  h av e  th a t  is  b y  id e o lo g ic a l  I 
in s tr u c t io n . W e  m u s t  te a c h  a  g r e a t  an d  I 
c o n s tru c t iv e  id e o lo g y  w h ic h  w ill  b in d  j 
th e  c iv iliz e d  w o rld  to g e th e r , a n d  te a c h  it  , 
w ith  th e  sa m e e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  
is  f in e  t h a t  th e  G e r m a n s  a tta in e d  by J 
b in d in g  th e ir  p e o p le  to g e th e r  fo r  a p sy  
c h o lo g y  o f  e x p lo ita t io n  a n d  d e s tru c t io n . I 

W e  w a n t  to  k n o w , a n d  w e  m u s t  rea l- 1 
iz e , th a t  th e  p e r m a n e n c e  o f  a n e w  w o rld  
p a t te r n  o f  p e a ce  d e p e n d s  u p o n  a n  a d e - J 
q u a te  id e o lo g y , c re a te d  a n d  ta u g h t ; an d  1 
i t  m u s t  b e  re g a rd e d  as m o re  im p o r ta n t  
in  ev ery  sen se  o f  th e  w o rd  th a n  th e  
p ro fit  sy s te m  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  in  h is to ry ! I 

W e  ca n  b u ild  a p e a c e ; b u t  w e  can  n o t  1 
b u ild  a p ea ce  u n til  h u m a n  b e in g s  h av e  1 
p a r ta k e n  to g e th e r  o f  th e  g r e a t  s a c r a m e n t j 
o f  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  th e  u n ity  o f  l if e ,  J 
th e  b r o th e r h o o d  o f  m a n , th e  re a lity  o f  I  
b e a u ty , a n d  th e  g lo ry  o f  c o o p e r a tio n . I 
U n t i l  w e  g e t  th ese  th in g s  w e  h a v e n ’t  th e  j  
so lu t io n . T h e y  a re  a ll in ta n g ib le s , b u t  1 
th e y  a re  th e  e te rn a l, im m o r ta l  fo u n d a -  I 
t io n s  o f  o u r  m o rta l  l ife .

-  ( A  p « b l i c  L e c t u r e  B y  M a n l y  P a l m e r  H a l l .
ggested  reading -. P u r p o s e f u l  L i v i n c  L e c t u r e s  o n  A n c i e n t  P h i l o s o p h y ; 

H e a l i n g :  T h e  D i v i n e  A r t ;  F a c i n g  t h e  F u t u r e )



T he release of spiritual power 
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The Smile of Angkor
t p i V E  a n c ie n t  co u n tr ie s  o f  S o u th e a s te rn  
1 A s ia  a re  n o w  a sse m b le d  in  w h a t  is 

k n o w n  as th e  In d o -C h in e s e  U n io n . T h e  
la rg e s t  o f  th e s e  c o u n tr ie s , in  te rm s  o f 
p o p u la t io n , is  T o n k in ;  a n d  th e  se co n d  
is A n n a m . A s  a  d o u b le  k in g d o m , th e se  
tw o  a re  u n d e r  th e  r u le rs h ip  o f  H .  M . 
E m p e r o r  B a o -D a i .  T w o  o th e r  k in g  
d o m s , C a m b o d ia , a n d  L a o s , a re  e a c h  
ru le d  by its o w n  R a ja .  T h e  f i f t h  c o u n  
try  is C o c h in c h in a , a F r e n c h  co lo n y  s in c e  
1 8 6 2 .

T h e  fo u r  in d e p e n d e n t  k in g d o m s , h o p  
in g  to  se cu re  p ro te c tio n  f r o m  in te rn a l 
s tr ife  a n d  th e  a g g re ss io n s  o f  o u ts id e  
p o w e rs , so u g h t  a p ro te c to ra te  f ro m  
F r a n c e ,  a n d  to g e th e r  w ith  C o c h in c h in a  
ca m e  u n d e r  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  a G o v  
e r n o r  G e n e r a l  sea ted  a t  H a n o i ,  th e  c a p  
ita l o f  T o n k in .  T h e  c o m b in e d  a re a  is  
o f f ic ia lly  k n o w n  as F r e n c h  In d o -C h in a .

T h e  l it t le  k in g d o m  o f  C a m b o d ia , w ith  
a p o p u la tio n  o f  a b o u t  3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p erso n s, 
is a ll t h a t  r e m a in s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  e m  
p ire  o f  th e  K h m e r s . T h e  n a m e  C a m  
b o d ia  (K am buja) is d e riv e d  f r o m  th e  
H in d u  Kambu, m y th ic a l h e ro  a n d  fo u n  
d er o f  th e  K h m e r  ra ce . T h e  o ld  ca p ita l 
o f  th e  K h m e r s  w a s  th e  c ity  o f  A n g k o r -  
T h o m . A n g k o r  is th e  C a m b o d ia n  w o rd  
fo r  “ c a p ita l” a n d  T h o m  m e a n s  “ c ity .” 
A b o u t  a m ile  to  th e  so u th  o f  A n g k o r-  
T h o m  stan d  th e  r u in s  o f  A n g k o r -V a t , 
th e  c a p ita l te m p le , a n  im m e n s e  c o m  
p lex  o f  sh r in e s , to w e rs , g a lle r ie s , an d  
s ta irc a s e s . T h i s  a s s e m b la g e  o f  ru in s , 
A n g k o r -T h o m  a n d  A n g k o r -V a t , c o n ta in s

th e  p r in c ip a l re lics  o f  th e  o ld  K h m e r  
c iv i liz a t io n  a n d  is n o w  g e n e r a lly  re fe rre d  
to  s im p ly  as A n g k o r .

M o s t  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  e a rly  
h is to ry  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  In d o - 
C h in e s e  p e n in su la  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  C h i  
n ese  so u rce s . T h e  re c o rd s  a re  n o t  p a rti 
c u la r ly  sa t is fa c to ry  f o r  th e y  c o n fu s e  fa c t  
a n d  fa b le  to  su ch  a  d e g re e  th a t  i t  is  a l 
m o st im p o ss ib le  to  d is e n ta n g le  th e  v a r io u s  
e le m e n ts . T h e  C h in e s e  c h ro n ic le s  co v er 
th e  p e r io d  f r o m  1 2 0 0  B .  C . to  a p p r o x  
im a te ly  5 0 0  A . D .  D u r in g  th is  t im e  th e  
r e g io n  w h ic h  n o w  in c lu d e s  C a m b o d ia  
w a s c a lle d , f ir s t , F o u -n a n ; a n d  la te r , 
T c h in - la .  N o th in g  in  th e  re c o rd s  in d i 
ca te s  a n  a d v a n ce d  d e g r e e  o f  c u ltu r e  
a m o n g  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  C a m b o  
d ia n  a re a  p r io r  to  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
C h r is t ia n  e ra . T h e y  w e re  w ild  tr ib e s , 
a r is in g  f r o m  a  m ix tu r e  o f  in d ig e n o u s  
p eo p les w ith  in v a d in g  g ro u p s  f r o m  th e  
p la te a u s  o f  C e n tr a l  A s ia . T h e s e  tr ib e s  
w e re  in  a n  a lm o s t  c o n s ta n t  s ta te  o f  w a r  
fa r e , a n d  th e ir  ju n g le  v illa g e s  w e re  
m u c h  th e  sa m e  as th o se  s t ill  to  b e  se e n  
in  u p p e r B u r m a  a n d  S ia m .

T h e  c u ltu r e  o f  th e  K h m e r s  w a s essen  
t ia lly  H in d u . A s  th e  s tre a m  o f  m ig r a  
t io n  f r o m  In d ia  g re w  s tro n g e r  it in t r o  
d u ce d  th e  r e l ig io n , p h ilo so p h y , a n d  a rt 
o f  B r a h m a n is m . T h e  o ld  le g e n d s  re  
co rd  th a t  In d ia n  B r a h m a n s  m a rr ie d  n a  
tiv e  p rin c e sse s , a n d  th e  fu s io n  o f  th e  
tw o  b lo o d  s tre a m s is  sy m b o liz e d  in  a 
n u m b e r  o f  m y th o lo g ic a l  b e in g s . F r o m  
th e  p er io d  c o m p ris e d  in  a t  lea st th e  5th
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C e n tu r y  t o  th e  9 th  C e n tu r y  th e  d is t in c t  
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  K h m e r  c iv i liz a t io n  
b e g a n  to  a p p e a r . A  s tro n g  d y n a sty  w as 
fo r m e d , b u t th is  b r o k e  up  f r o m  in te rn a l 
ca u ses  a n d  a d u a l k in g d o m  w a s fo r m e d . 
A b o u t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  9 th  C e n tu r y  
a  p o w e rfu l le a d e r  a ro se , Ja y a v a r m a n  I I I .  
H e  u n ite d  th e  s ta te  an d  e s ta b lish e d  th e  
e ra  o f  th e  c ity  a n d  te m p le  b u ild e rs . In  
th e  h u n d re d  y ears th a t  fo llo w e d  A n g k o r  
T h o m  w a s  b u i lt .  I t  w a s b e g u n  a b o u t 
8 6 0  A . D .  a n d  w as c o m p le te d  d u r in g  
th e  r e ig n  o f  Y a s o v a r m a n , fo r ty  y ea rs  
la te r .  T h e  n e a rb y  s h r in e  o f  A n g k o r -V a t  
w a s  n o t  e re c te d  u n til th e  e a r ly  p a rt  o f  
th e  1 2 th  c e n tu ry , A . D .  F o r  p ra c tic a l  
p u rp o se s  w e m a y  c o n s id e r  th e  c iv i l iz a  
t io n  o f  th e  K h m e r s  as e n d u r in g  fo r  a p  
p ro x im a te ly  6 0 0  y ea rs , c o v e r in g  th e  p e r i  
o d  b e tw e e n  th e  9 th  C e n tu r y  a n d  th e  

1 5 th  c e n tu ry , A . D .
T h e  K h m e r s  w e re  d e stro y e d  b y  w a r . 

T h e  p a r t ic u la r  e n e m y  w as S ia m , an d  
h o s t ilit ie s  c o n tin u e d  w ith  o n ly  o c ca s io n a l 
in te r lu d e s  o f  p eace  u n til th e  y e a r  1 8 6 7 , 
w h e n  th e  C a m b o d ia n  k in g ,  N o r o d o m , 
p la te d  h is  c o u n try  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c tio n
o f  F r a n c e .

T h e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  K h m e r  c u ltu r e  
p a ra lle lls  c lo se ly  in  t im e  w ith  th e  rise  o f  
B u d d h is m  in  In d ia . In  w h a t  is  ca lle d  
th e  p re -A n g k o r  p e r io d , B r a h m a n is m  
d o m in a te d  a lm o st  c e r ta in ly  th e  p o lit ic a l  
in s titu t io n s , a n d  th e  re lig io u s  a r t  o f  th e  
K h m e r s . B u t  by  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  1 0 th  
C e n tu r y , th e  B u d d h is t  in f lu e n c e  w a s 
w e ll  e s ta b lish e d . A lth o u g h  B u d d h is m  
w a s  a  re a c tio n  a g a in s t  B r a h m a n ic  o r th o  
d o x y , th e  tw o  fa ith s  m in g le d  p e a ce fu lly  
a n d  se re n e ly  in  th e  K h m e r  e m p ire . 
M o st o f  th e  s h r in e s  a n d  te m p le s  c o n ta in  
im a g e s  a n d  s c u lp tu r in g  o f  b o th  re li 
g io n s , a n d  th e  w o rs h ip p e rs  fre q u e n tly  
u n ite d  in  th e  c e le b r a tio n  o f  th e ir  rites 
a n d  fe s tiv a ls .

B u d d h is m  its e lf  is d iv id ed  in to  tw o  
sch o o ls , k n o w n  as th e  n o r th e r n  b r a n c h  
an d  th e  s o u th e rn  b r a n c h . T h e  so u th e rn  
sch o o l is c a lle d  th e  H in a y a n a , or th e  
sm all v e h ic le . T h e  fo llo w e rs  o f  th e

m ay an a  cre e d  p ra c tic e  a n  e x tre m e  
P h ilo so p h ica l a u s te r ity , b e lie v in g  t h a t  th e

a c h ie v e  |ftt th e  N ir v a n a  m u s t  be 
n o r th s ™  CnVreI?  b 7 Pe rs o n a l m e r it . T h e  

e r n  sch o o l, ca lle d  th e  M a h a y a n a ,

th e  g r e a t  v e h ic le , m o d if ie s  th e  se v e r ity  o f  
th e  o ld e r  cre e d  by  in tr o d u c in g  th e  d o c  
t r in e  o f  th e  B o d h is a ttv a s . T h e s e  a re  e n  
l ig h te n e d  h u m a n  b e in g s  w h o  a c t  as in  
te rm e d ia r ie s  b e tw e e n  o r d in a r y  m o rta ls  
a n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  su p re m e  r e a liz a  
t io n . T h e  B o d h is a ttv a s , l ik e  th e  C h r is  
t ia n  sa in ts , m a y  p ro p e rly  b e  a p p ro a ch e d  
th ro u g h  p ra y e r , m e d ita t io n , su p p lic a tio n , 
r i tu a l , r i te , a n d  c e r e m o n y . T h e  K h m e r s  
fo llo w e d  th e  M a h a y a n a  sc h o o l o r  g re a t  
v e h ic le , w h ic h  e x p la in s  th e  d iv e rs ity  an d  
c o m p le x ity  o f  th e ir  re lig io u s  a r t . T h e r e  
is  v ery  l it t le  o f  th e  o r n a te  in  th e  co n  
sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  H in a y a n a  o r  sm a ll 
v e h ic le  d ev o tees.

I t  m a y  b e  in te r e s t in g  to  co n sid e r  b r ie f  
ly  th e  liv e s  a n d  c u s to m s  o f  th e  K h m e r s  
d u r in g  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e ir  c u ltu r e . A  
C h in e s e  t ra v e le r , T c h e o u  T a -k o u a n , has 
p re serv ed  fo r  u s so m e  d e ta ils . L i f e  in  
g e n e r a l w a s  ty p ic a lly  O r ie n ta l .  T h e  
k in g  h a d  fiv e  w iv e s ; o n e  o c c u p ie d  a 
c e n tr a l  p o s it io n , a n d  e a c h  o f  th e  o th e rs  
o n e  o f  th e  f o u r  p o in ts  o f  th e  co m p a s s . 
S la v e r y  w a s  g e n e r a l, a n d  w e ll-to -d o  f a m  
ilie s  h a d  a  h u n d re d  or m o re  se rv a n ts  
a c q u ire d  by  o u tr ig h t  p u rc h a se . Ju s t ic e  
w a s  a d m in is te re d  in  a c u r io u s  m a n n e r . 
In  m a tte r s  o f  d isp u te  th e  a d v e rsa r ie s  
w e re  sea ted  fa c in g  e a c h  o th e r  in  o n e  o f  
th e  l it t le  to w e rs  b u ilt  fo r  th is  p u rp o se  
in  f r o n t  o f  th e  p a la c e . F a m il ie s ,  fr ie n d s , 
a n d  w e ll-w is h e rs  g a th e re d  b e lo w  a n d  
w a ite d  in  s ile n c e . T o  q u o te  th e  C h in e s e  
t r a v e le r : “ W h e n  o n e , tw o , th re e , or fo u r  
d a y s h a v e  e la p se d , th e  o n e  w h o  is  
w r o n g  sh o w s it  in  so m e  w a y  o r  o th e r ; 
e i th e r  h e  d e v e lo p e s u lce rs , o r  c a tch e s  
co ld  o r  is  se iz e d  by  a m a lig n a n t  fev er. 
T h e  m a n  w h o  is  r ig h t  d oes n o t  fe e l  in  
th e  le a st  i ll .  T h i s  se ttle s  th e  m e r its  o f  
th e  ca se  a n d  is  c a lle d  ‘h e a v e n ly  ju s t ic e . ’ ”

W e  le a rn  t h a t  w o m e n  w e re  th e  m o s t  
sh re w d  in  b u sin ess  a t A n g k o r . A  C h i  
n ese  w h o  m a rr ie d  a n a t iv e  w o m a n  w as 
c e r ta in  to  a c q u ir e  a n  a b le  p a r tn e r . 
T r a d e s m e n  d isp lay ed  th e ir  m e rc h a n d is e  
o n  a m a t ; th e re  w e re  n o  r e g u la r  sto res 
a n d  e a c h  m e r c h a n t  p a id  r e n t  fo r  h is 
sp a c e  to  o n e  o f  th e  M a n d a r in s . S m a ll  
p u rc h a se s  w e re  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  b a r te r , 
b u t fo r  im p o r ta n t  tra n s a c t io n s  g o ld  an d  
s ilv e r  w e re  u sed .
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C lo th in g , e x c e p t th a t  w o rn  f o r  im p o r  
t a n t  fu n c t io n s , w a s  e x tre m e ly  s im p le ; 
m e re ly  a s tr ip  o f  c lo th  w ra p p e d  a b o u t 
th e  w a is t . A ll th e  p eo p le  d ev o ted  m u c h  
a tte n tio n  to  th e ir  h a ir , w h ic h  w as a r  
ra n g e d  in  a c h ig n o n . In  m a jo r ity  th e  
p o p u la tio n  w a s  d a r k  s k in n e d , b u t  a m o n g  
th e  a r is to c ra cy  w e re  so m e d e scrib e d  as 
“ w h ite  as ja d e .” O u r  C h in e s e  a u th o r ity  
n o ted  th a t a n u m b e r  o f h is  o w n  c o u n tr y  
m e n  e le c te d  to  le a v e  th e ir  h o m e s  a n d  
se ttle  in  A n g k o r , a n d  th e  rea so n s g iv e n  
a re  a m u s in g : “ th e  c l im a te  m a k e s  it p o s 
s ib le  to  d is ca rd  h e av y  a n d  e x p e n siv e  
c lo th in g ; r ice  is  e a sily  e a rn e d , w o m e n  
e a sily  fo u n d , h o u se s  e a s ily  fu r n is h e d , 
a n d  b u sin e ss  e a sily  d o n e .”

T h e  r u in e d  c it ie s  o f  A n g k o r  f ir s t  c a m e  
to  W e s te r n  a tte n tio n  w h e n  th e  F r e n c h  
sc h o la r , A b e l R e m u s a t , tra n s la te d  th e  
1 3 th  C e n tu r y  re c o rd  o f  T c h e o u  T a -  
k o u a n . T h e  s u b je c t  w as d ism isse d , h o w  
e v e r , o n  th e  a s s u m p tio n  th a t  it w a s  m o st 
u n lik e ly  th a t  a n y  o f  th e  o ld  K h m e r  c i  
t ie s  h ad  su rv iv e d . I t  w a s n o t u n t il  J a n  
u ary  2 2 ,  1 8 6 1 , th a t  th e  F r e n c h  n a tu r a l  
is t, H e n r i  M o u h o t , d isco v e re d  th e  to w e rs  
o f  A n g k o r -V a t . H e  d ied  sh o r tly  a fte r , 
b u t th e  m a te r ia l w h ic h  h e  co lle c te d  w as 
s u ff ic ie n t  to  in te re s t  e x p lo re rs  a n d  a r  
c h a e o lo g is ts , a n d  in  a fe w  y ea rs  th e  
w o rld  k n e w  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  m o st sp le n  
d id  r u in s  o f  a ll t im e s  lay  h id d e n  in  th e  
ju n g le s  o f  In d o -C h in a .

T h e  f in e  a r ts  p r in c ip a lly  c u lt iv a te d  by  
th e  K h m e r s  w e re  sc u lp tu re  a n d  b r o n z e  
c a s t in g . B o th  a rts  re v e a l a m ix tu re  o f  
fo r e ig n  e le m e n t , e sp e c ia lly  H in d u  a n d  
C h in e s e . In  sc u lp tu r in g , th e  a r t is ts  o f  
A n g k o r  p ro d u ce d  a n u m b e r  o f  f in e  
h e a d s , a lso  fu ll  le n g th  f ig u re s  r e m a r k  
a b le  fo r  th e ir  s im p lic ity  a n d  s in c e r ity  o f 
lin e . B u t  m o st a u th o r it ie s  o n  K h m e r  
a r t  c o n s id e r  th a t  th e  b a s -re lie f  w a s th e ir  
m o st im p o r ta n t  m e d iu m  o f  e s th e t ic  e x  

p re ss io n . T h e  c u tt in g  in  th e se  re lie fs  
w a s so sh a llo w  th a t  th e  e f fe c t  h a s  b e e n  
d e scrib e d  as a  ta p estry  in  sa n d s to n e .

In  b r o n z e  c a s t in g , th e  K h m e r s  
a ch ie v e d  a  v a rie ty  o f  d e lig h tfu l  e ffe c ts . 
A  fe w  h e ro ic  p ie ce s  h a v e  b e e n  d isco v  
e re d , b u t  m o st o f  th e  b r o n z e s  a re  sm a ll 
a n d  d e lic a te  m in ia tu r e s  o f  th e  f ig u re s  
th a t o r n a m e n t  th e  p a la ces  a n d  s h r in e s . 
A s in  th e  la rg e r  w o rk s , th e se  f ig u r in e s  
a b o u n d  in  m y th o lo g ic a l  su b je c t  m a tte r . 
T h e r e  a re  d e lig h tfu l  l i t t le  d a n c in g  
sp ir its , b e ll ig e r e n t  lo o k in g  lio n s , sev en  
h e a d e d  c o b ra s , p r in c e s  a n d  w a rr io rs , 
te m p le  d a n c in g  g ir ls  w ith  ta ll p a g o d a  
l ik e  h e a d d re sse s , a n d  im a g e s  o f  th e  
B u d d h a  sea ted  in  m e d ita tio n  u p o n  th e  
c o ils  o f a se rp e n t.

K h m e r  a r t  is c u s to m a r ily  d iv id e d  in to  
th re e  g e n e r a l p e r io d s . T h e  f ir s t  is  ca lled  
p re -A n g k o r e a n , a n d  e x te n d s  ro u g h ly  f ro m  
th e  7 th  C e n tu r y  to  th e  1 0 th  C e n tu ry , 
A . D .  F ig u r e s  o f  th is  p erio d  a re  d is t in  
g u ish e d  by  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  m a ss  a n d  
w e ig h t  w h ic h  th e y  co n v e y . T h e  tr e a t  
m e n t  o f  th e  fe m a le  f ig u re  is  q u ite  
H in d u , w ith  a p ro n o u n ce d  s id e w a rd  
th ru s t  o f  th e  h ip  re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  
p o s tu re  o f  O r ie n ta l  te m p le  d a n ce rs . T h e  
tr e a tm e n t  o f  d ra p e r ie s  is  w o rth y  o f  n o te . 
T h e s e  c l in g  so  c lo se ly  to  th e  b o d ie s  o f  
th e  e n tit ie s  th a t th e  e f fe c t  is t h a t  o f  a l 
m o st co m p le te  n u d ity .

O c c a s io n a lly  th e  e x tr e m e  s ty liz a t io n  o f  
th e  H in d u  sch o o l is  m o d ifie d  by th e  
s u b tle  g ra ce  o f  th e  C h in e s e  c ra fts m a n  o f  
th e  T a n g  d y n a sty , fo r  th e  H in d u  a n d  
C h in e s e  sch o o ls  w e re  n o t as y e t re c o n  
c i le d . T h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic  p e c u lia r it ie s  o f  
e a c h  sta n d  fo r th  sh a rp ly ; b o th  w e re  r ic h  
in  p la s t ic  d e ta il , b u t  th e  c o m p o u n d  w as 
d o m in a n tly  a rc h ite c tu ra l ra th e r  th a n  
scu lp tu ra l.

T h e  seco n d  p e r io d , ca lle d  th e  f ir s t  
A n g k o r e a n  s ty le , e x te n d e d  fr o m  th e  10th
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C e n tu r y  to  th e  1 2 th  C e n tu r y , a n d  c o in  
c id e s  w ith  th e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  ca p ita l 
c ity , A n g k o r -T h o m . T h e  K h m e r  a rtis ts  
h a d  th e n  re a c h e d  th a t  p o in t in  th e  d e  
v e lo p m e n t o f  th e ir  te c h n iq u e  w h e n  th ey  
w e re  a b le  to im p re ss  th e ir  o w n  in d i  
v id u a lity  u p o n  th e  b o rro w e d  tra d it io n s  
o f  C h in a  a n d  In d ia . T h e  tra n s it io n  
w a s g r a d u a l, b u t  th e  m o tiv a tio n  w as 
s tro n g  a n d  s in ce re . T h e  a r t is ts  n o  lo n - 
1 g e r  co p ie d , th ey  c re a te d , a n d  a ch ie v e d  a 

p e r fe c t io n  o f  sp ir itu a l c o n te n t  u n e q u a lle d  
by  a n y  o th e r  A s ia t ic  n a t io n .

T h e  s cu lp tu ra l a r t  o f  th e  f irst A n g -  
k o r e a n  p erio d  is c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  a 
cu r io u s  s ty liz a t io n  in  th e  tr e a tm e n t  o f  
th e  h u m a n  h e a d  a n d  fa c e . In  th e  b e  
g in n in g , th e  e y e b ro w s w e re  in d ic a te d  by 
a s tr a ig h t  c o n tin u o u s  r id g e . I t  is  d if f i  
cu lt  to  d e fin e  th e  re a c tio n  w h ic h  th is  
s im p le  d e v ice  s t im u la te s , b u t  p e rh a p s 
w e  m a y  say th a t  it is su ff ic ie n tly  u n n a  
tu ra l to  b e  a p p ro p ria te  in  th e  d e p ic tio n  
o f  s u p e rh u m a n  o r  m y th o lo g ic a l  b e in g s . 
I t  co n v e y s th e  im p re ss io n  t h a t  th e  rep  
resen ted  f ig u re  b e lo n g s  to  a n o th e r  w o rld  
o r  to a d if fe re n t  o rd e r  o f  l ife .

A n o th e r  p e c u lia r ity  o f  th e  f ir s t  A n g -  
k o r e a n  p er io d  is th e  d o u b le  l in e  a ro u n d  
th e  eyes a n d  m o u th , w ith  so m e tim e s  an  
ad d ed  c o n v e n tio n a liz e d  s ig n  o f  p o in te d  
sh a p e  b e n e a th  th e  c h in  s y m b o liz in g  th e  
b e a rd . T h e s e  d o u b le  l in e s  g iv e  th e  im  
p re ssio n  o f  d r a w in g , as th o u g h  th e  a r  
t is t  h a d  firs t c u t  th e  fe a tu re s  a n d  th e n  
p e n c ille d  th e m  to  e m p h a s iz e  th e  c o n  
to u rs.

P la te  O n e  a n d  P la te  T w o  p h o to g ra p h  
ica lly  i llu s tra te  a h e a d  b e lo n g in g  to th e  
la tte r  p a rt  o f  th e  f irst A n g k o r e a n  p erio d . 
T h e  h e a d  is 1 5 %  in ch e s  in  h e ig h t, 
ca rv e d  fro m  g ra y  s to n e , a n d  re p re se n ts  
a d e ity  c o m b in in g  B u d d h is tic  a n d  B r a h -  
m a n ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s , B r a h m a n ic  d o m in  
a t in g . P la te  O n e  sh o w s c le a rly  th e  c o n  
t in u o u s  l in e  o f  th e  e y e b ro w s, w h ic h  
h o w e v e r, w h ile  a p ro m in e n t  r id g e , is n o  
lo n g e r  s tra ig h t . T h e  d o u b le  l in e s  a ro u n d  
th l ^ y «  a n d m o u th  sh o w  to  a d v a n ta g e .

r ? ere  a re  sev e ra l o th e r  d e ta ils  p e cu lia r  
°  ^ lC ^ ^ m e r  sch ool w h ic h  a re  w o rth  

C'.nmh A- A n  o u ts ta n d in g  fe a tu re  o f  th e

- - t h :dr h iCshcu pr ing is the ,arge funlev n ich  co n v ey s a sen su o u s q u a l-
y iJm 0 S t  “ « ir e ly  la c k in g  in  C h in e s ?  a r t

o f  th e  sa m e  p e r io d . T h e  T ’a n g  a n d  
S u n g  a r tis ts  fa v o re d  u n n a tu r a lly  s m a ll 
m o u th s  w ith  d e lic a te ly  fo rm e d  lip s , g iv  
in g  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  b e in g  p e rp e tu a lly  
p u rse d . T h e  d e ity  i llu s tra te d  a lso  e x  
h ib its  w h a t  a re  ca lle d  “ th e  lo n g  e a rs  o f  
w is d o m .” T h i s  is p a rt  o f  th e  B u d d h is  
t ic  sy m b o lo g y  a n d  is  fo u n d  w h e r e v e r  
B u d d h is m  in f lu e n c e s  a r t  te c h n iq u e . T h e  
lo n g  e a rs  s y m b o liz e  th e  p o w e r o f  th e  
d iv in it ie s  to  h e a r  th e  p ra y e rs  a n d  p e ti 
t io n s  o f  th e ir  w o rs h ip p e rs . T h e  C h in e s e  
h a v e  lo n g  b e lie v e d  th a t  la rg e  e a r-lo b e s  
s ig n ify  a g o o d  d is p o s it io n , n o b ility  o f  
c h a r a c te r , a n d  th e  ca p a c ity  f o r  u n d e r  
s ta n d in g  an d  m e n ta l su p e r io r ity .

T h e  h e ad  is su rm o u n te d  by a n  in c ise d  
d ia d e m , a b o v e  w h ic h  r ise s  th e  h a ird re ss  
in  a c y lin d r ic a l  p a tte rn . T h e  f r o n t  o f  
th e  h a ir  is o r n a m e n te d  w ith  th e  c o n v e n  
t io n a l fo rm  o f  th e  se rp e n t. T h e  h e a d  
is f r o m  th e  a re a  o f  A n g k o r  a n d  w a s 
ca rv e d  in  th e  12th  c e n tu ry .

T h e  p o w e r o f  K h m e r  s c u lp tu r in g  is 
n o t  to  b e  d isco v e re d  by a m e re  a n a ly s is  
o f  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  p a tte rn  o r  d e s ig n  o r  
th e  te c h n iq u e  used  by th e  a r t is t . T h e  
h e a d  is o b v io u sly  g e o m e tr ic a l  an d  still  
s tro n g ly  in f lu e n c e d  by  th e  a r c h ite c tu r a l 
q u a lity . T h is  is e sp e c ia lly  e v id e n t in  th e  
r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  h e a d d re ss  a n d  
th e  fa c e . T h e  real a r t  is th e  su b d e  c o m  
b in a tio n  o f  fa c to rs  to  c re a te  a d e sire d  
e ffe c t.

T o  a p p re c ia te  th e  p sy ch o lo g y  o f  th is  
fa c e , tu rn  to  P la te  T w o , w h ic h  is th e  
sa m e  im a g e  p h o to g ra p h e d  in  d ire c tly  
f r o n t  v iew . B y  th is  c h a n g e  o f  p e rsp e c  
t iv e , th e  d e ta ils  reso lv e  th e m se lv e s  in to
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th e  m a s s ; a n d  th e  id ea  d o m in a te s  th e  
te c h n iq u e . T h e  d e ity  its e lf  e m e rg e s , 
a n d  w e lo o k  u p o n  th e  fa ce  o f  a b e in g  
s tro n g , c a lm , d e ta ch e d  fro m  a ll w o rd li-  
n ess, a n d  re s p le n d e n t w ith  g e n tle  d ig n  
ity . T h e r e  is  s o m e th in g  a lm o st E g y p  
t ia n  in  th e  c o m p o su re , s o m e th in g  H in d u  
in  th e  a lo o fn e ss , s o m e th in g  C h in e s e  in  
th e  s u b t i li ty ; yet w ith a l,  th e  h e ad  is 
K h m e r ;  it ca n  n e v e r  b e  m is ta k e n  fo r  th e  
p ro d u ct o f  a n y  o th e r  sch o o l. T h e  id e o  
lo g y  o f  C a m b o d ia  ra d ia te s  f ro m  ev ery  
p a rt o f  th e  h e a d , a n d  th ro u g h  its  s tra n g e  
d is ta n t e x p re ss io n  f lo w s th e  w h o le  m y s  
tery  o f  A n g k o r . B y  it w e  to u c h  th e  
soul o f  a p e o p le , w e  k n o w  th e ir  h o p es 
a n d  d re a m s , a n d  w e d isco v e r  in  th a t  
so u l a s tre n g th  a n d  b e a u ty  w h ic h  d e  
m a n d s  a n d  re ce iv e s  o u r  sp o n ta n e o u s  re  
sp e ct.

T h e  t r a n s it io n  b e tw e e n  th e  f ir s t  a n d  
se co n d  p e r io d s  o f  A n g k o r e a n  a r t  in d i  
ca tes  a s h if t  in  re lig io u s  p sy ch o lo g y  
fro m  B r a h m a n is m  to  B u d d h is m . T h e  
B r a h m a n ic  in f lu e n c e  re m a in s  b u t  is su b  
o r d in a te d , a t  le a s t  p s y ch o lo g ica lly , to  th e  
g e n tle , m y s tic a l  q u a lity  w h ic h  p e rv a d es 
all B u d d h is tic  a r t .  T h e  te c h n ic  r e ta in s  
th e  K h m e r  s ta m p , b u t  th e  tr e a tm e n t  is 
m o re  su b tle  a n d  s c u lp tu ra l.

P la te  T h r e e  is a n  o u ts ta n d in g  e x a m p le  
o f  th e  se co n d  A n g k o r e a n  s ty le , w h ic h  
e x te n d s  f ro m  th e  se co n d  h a lf  o f  th e  12th  
C e n tu ry  to  th e  d e c lin e  o f  th e  K h m e r  
c u ltu r e . T h e  e x a m p le  i llu s tra te d  s till  
re ta in s  p a rt o f  th e  e a rly  in f lu e n c e , b u t 
a ll th e  e le m e n ts  a re  tre a te d  w ith  a se n  
s itiv e n e ss  a n d  r e f in e m e n t n o t so  e v id e n t 
in  th e  e a r lie r  e x a m p le s . T h e  h eav y  
r id g e  f o r m in g  th e  e y e b ro w s h a s  d isa p  
p e a re d . T h e r e  is f in e r  m o d e ll in g  a n d  
less d e p e n d e n ce  u p o n  th e  p e n c il- l ik e  
o u tlin e s  a ro u n d  th e  p rin c ip a l fe a tu re s . 
I t  a p p e a rs  a lm o st as th o u g h  P la te  T h r e e  
re p re se n ts  a n  e n tire ly  d if fe r e n t  ra c ia l 
ty p e . T h e  h e a d  is a r is to c ra t ic , s e n s it iv e , 
a n d  a lm o st e n tire ly  la c k in g  th e  M o n  
g o lo id  s ta m p  w h ic h  d is tin g u ish e s  so  
m a n y  o f  th e  K h m e r  s c u lp tu r in g s . T h e  
c a rv in g  is in  l ig h t  g ra y ish -ta n  sa n d sto n e , 
a n d  m e a su re s  in  h e ig h t  20/4 in c h e s . 
T h e  p ie ce  w a s fo r  m a n y  y ears in  th e  
Y a m a n a k a  c o lle c t io n , a n d  h as b e e n  re  
p ro d u ce d  sev era l t im e s  in  a r t  jo u r n a ls .

T h e  h ead  re p re se n ts  B u d d h a  a s  a

y o u n g  m a n  w ith  fin e ly  a n d  d e lica te ly  
scu lp tu re d  fe a tu re s . In  c e r ta in  l ig h tin g  
th e  im p re ss io n  is th a t  o f  a n  a d o le sc e n t 
b o y . T h e  ey es a re  o p e n , s h o w in g  th e  
p u p ils , w h ic h  is u n u s u a l; th e  fu ll lip s 
cu rv e  u p w a rd  in  a b e n ig n  s m ile . T h e  
e y e b ro w s a re  tre a te d  w ith  m u c h  m o re  
d e lica cy  th a n  is u su a l w ith  th is  sch o o l. 
T h e  h a ir  is fo r m a lly  b ra id e d  a n d  is su r  
m o u n te d  w ith  a q u a tr e fo il  to p k n o t . 
T h e r e  a p p e a rs  to  b e  a n  o r n a m e n te d  
b a n d  h o ld in g  th e  h a ir  in  p la ce . T h e  
f ig u re  h as  b e e n  re p a ire d  a t th e  n e c k  a n d  
th e  r ig h t  sh o u ld e r , a n d  th e  lo w e r lo b e  
o f  th e  r ig h t  e a r  is b r o k e n  aw a y .

T h e  fa c e  an d  h e a d  sh o w  h ig h  o r g a n ic  
q u a lity  a n d  s tru c tu ra l r e f in e m e n t. T h e  
ea rs  w ith  th e  lo n g  lo b es  o f  w isd o m  re  
v eal a n  in te r e s tin g  t r i fo lia te  scu lp tu ra l 
t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e ir  in n e r  p a rts . T h e  
sh o u ld e rs  a re  b e a u t ifu lly  m o d e le d , a n d  
th e  co m p o s ite  e f fe c t  is o n e  o f  a p p e a lin g  
s im p lic ity  a n d  d ig n ity .

T h e  l in e s  o f  th is  h e ad  a n d  th e  t r e a t  
m e n t  o f  th e  eyes a re  e sp e c ia lly  r e m in is  
ce n t o f E g y p t ia n  a r t  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  
A k h n a to n . T h e  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  th e  
se v e rity  o f  th e  fa c e  a n d  sh o u ld e rs , an d  
th e  o r n a te  a n d  d e ta ile d  tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e  
h a ir , is m o st  p le a s in g . T h i s  h e a d  w as 
ca rv e d  in  th e  e a rly  years o f  th e  1 3 th  
C e n tu ry .

R e n é  G ro u s s e t, in  T he Civilizations of 
the East ( V o l .  I I )  th u s  d e sc rib e s  th e  
t r a n s it io n  b e tw e e n  th e  f ir s t  a n d  seco n d  
A n g k o r e a n  s ty le : “ In s te a d  o f th ese  h ead s 
w ith  th e ir  ‘c o n v e n tio n a liz e d  c o n s tru c  
t io n ,’ w e  su d d e n ly  f in d  o u rse lv es  in  th e  
p re se n ce  o f  fa ce s  th a t a re  s tra n g e ly  g e n  
tle  a n d  l iv in g !  S o  l iv in g , in d e e d , a n d  so 
g e n tle  th a t  in  th is  resp ect K h m e r  a r t  a t 
a s in g le  b o u n d  e q u a ls  a n d  su rp asses a ll 
th a t  In d ia n  a r t  h as  h a d  to  sh o w  u s. 
In  th e  seco n d  A n g k o r e a n  m a n n e r  o f  
C a m b o d ia , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  Ja v a n e s e  
a r t  o f  B o r o b u d u r , w e  f in d  a n  a r t  th a t is 
q u ite  clo se  to  o u rse lv e s , in f in ite ly  id e a lis  
t ic ,  i t  is  t r u e , b u t  a lso  in f in ite ly  te n d e r ; 
h e re  w e  h a v e  n o  e ffo r t  a t a d a p ta tio n  to  
m a k e ; ev en  in  th e  p re sen ce  o f  th e  g o d s 
w e  fe e l , as in  G r e e k  a r t , th e  d e lig h tfu l 
se n sa tio n  o f  a fu lln e ss  o f  h u m a n ity , 
w ith  w h ic h  w e  a re  w h o lly  in  to u c h .”

A s  w e  stu d y  th e  d e sc e n t o f  th e  K h m e r  
scu lp tu ra l tra d it io n  w e  see th e  g ra v e



40 H O R I Z O N Spnng

sto n e  im a g e s  s lo w ly  c h a n g e  th e ir  e x p re s  
s io n . L i t t le  by  l it t le  a n  e lu s iv e  f le e t in g  
sm ile  l ig h ts  th e  fe a tu re s , d is p e llin g  th e  
g lo o m  o f  th e  o ld  f a ith . T h i s  is  th e  
m y ste r io u s  sm ile  o f  A n g k o r , a sm ile  fa r  
d e ep er in  h id d e n  m e a n in g  th a n  th a t  
w h ic h  h o v e rs  a b o u t th e  fe a tu re s  o f  D a  
V i n c i ’s M o n a  L is a . T h e  S m ile  o f A n g  
k o r  is  th e  m o st fa m o u s  a n d  m o st w o n  
d e r fu l fa c ia l  e x p re ss io n  in  th e  w o rld  of 

a r t .
L ik e  th e  ra y s  o f  th e  ea rly  m o r n in g  

su n  s la n tin g  th ro u g h  th e  ju n g le  an d  
s p re a d in g  a s o ft  g le a m  o v e r th e  a n c ie n t  
ca rv in g s  o f  A n g k o r  th is  s tra n g e  sm ile  
l ig h ts  °u p  th e  fa ce s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  im  
a g e s  a n d  b a s -re lie fs  in  th e  lo n g  te rra ce s , 
d eep  sh r in e s , a n d  ru in e d  te m p le s . I t  
to u ch e s  th e  fa ce s  o f  g o d s an d  g iv e s  th e  
a u s te re  o ld  B r a h m a n ic  d e it ie s  a p a tie n t 
sw e e tn e ss . I t  ra d ia te s  f r o m  m e n a c in g  
d e m o n s  ta k in g  fr o m  e v il sp ir its  th e ir  
p o w e r to  f r ig h te n  a n d  to  h a r m . I t  
lu rk s  l ik e  so m e  e lu s iv e  sp r ite  in  d a rk  
p a ssa g e w a y s , a n d  is re p e a te d  in d e fin ite ly  
in  th e  fa c e s  o f  th e  d a n c in g  g ir ls , p o s tu r  
in g  in  th e ir  s to n e  n ic h e s . G r e a t  S iv a  
sm ile s  d o w n  u p o n  h is  a n c ie n t  c ity . 
S m il in g  l io n  d o g s g u a r d  th e  e n tr a n c e  
w ay s. N o r  d oes th e  s m ile  b e co m e  m o n  
o to n o u s  b e ca u se  o f  r e p e tit io n ; a lw a y s  it 
is a l i t t le  d if fe r e n t , an d  fo re v e r  it  is 
re le a s in g  a su b tle  b e a u ty  o f  sp ir it  
th r o u g h  th e  co ld  g ra y  m e d iu m  o f  s to n e .

O f  th is  sm ile  M . G ro u s s e t  w r ite s : 
“ S o m e tim e s , w h e n , fo r  in s ta n c e , i t  h ap - 
p en se  to  sh ed  its  i llu m in a t io n  u p o n  so m e 
s le n d e r ty p e  re v e a lin g  In d ia n  in f lu e n c e , 
it re m a in s  a b so lu te ly  im m a te r ia l  an d  
e th e r e a l;  so m u c h  so th a t  th e  s m ile  is 
t h e  e ss e n tia l fe a tu re  o f  th e  f a c e ; a t o th e r  
t im e s  it a c q u ire s  a n  e v e n  m o re  p o ig n a n t 
s ig n if ic a n c e , w h e n  its  g re a t  p eace  d es 
ce n d s u p o n  so m e  m a s k -lik e  n a t iv e  ty p e  
w ith  h ig h  c h e e k  b o n es an d  th ic k  lip s , 
b r e a th in g  a d eep ly  h u m a n  q u a lity . T h is  
c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  th e  ra c ia l ty p e  an d  th e  
g le a m  o f  su p e rn a tu ra l i l lu m in a t io n , th is  
re f le c tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  l ig h t  fa ll in g  u p o n  
th e  d u ll m a tte r , is  p erh a p s th e  m o st 
m o v in g  th in g  to  b e  fo u n d  in  o u r co lle c -  

. ir: ' ' ‘ c., is e v e n  m o re  c u r io u s  to  f in d
h is  sm d e  o f  B u d d h is t  k in d lin e ss  o n

haD D en*35- ° r ig in a lly a d e m o n  h e a d , as 
P ln  o n e  o f  th e  f in e s t  K h m e r

fig u re s  in  th e  M u se e  G u im e t , re p re se n t 
in g , a  ya\sha\ co n v e r te d  by B u d d h a , 
w ith  p r o tru b e ra n t  eyes a n d  fa n g s  p eep  
in g  o u t o f  th e  c o rn e rs  o f  th e  m o u th , th e  
w h o le  fa c e  o f  th is  c a rn iv o ro u s  m o n s te r  
b e in g  tr a n s fo rm e d  a n d  sa n c tif ie d  b y  th e  
p re a c h in g  o f  th e  B le sse d  O n e .”

T h e  f in e s t  c o lle c t io n  o f  K h m e r  scu lp  
tu r in g  o u ts id e  o f  C a m b o d ia  is  h o u sed  in  
th e  M u se e  G u im e t  in  P a r is .  T h e  e x  
a m p le  i llu s tra te d  w ith  th is  a r t ic le  is re  
p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e  f in a l fo r m  o f  th e  
A n g k o r  sm ile . In  th is  h ead  a ll te ch  
n iq u e  is su b o rd in a te d  to  th e  s tra n g e  
a n d  ra p tu re d  e x p re ss io n . M o s t  o f  th e  
tr a d it io n a l  d e s ig n  fa c to r s  o f  K h m e r  a r t  
h a v e  d isa p p e a re d . T h e  p o w e r  o f  th e  
sch o o l re m a in s , h o w e v e r, lu r k in g  m y s  
te r io u sly  in  th e  l ig h ts  a n d  sh a d o w s o f  
th is  w o n d e r fu l sc u lp tu r in g .

P la te  F o u r  is a c h a lle n g e  to  a ll a rtis ts  
s e e k in g  to  e sc a p e  f r o m  th e  l im ita t io n  o f  
re a lis m . H e r e  is  p ro o f  p o s itiv e  t h a t  it 
is p o ssib le  to  re v e a l e x tra -p h y s ic a l v a lu e s  
th ro u g h  a p h y s ica l m e d iu m . T h e  re  
lea se  o f  a s p ir itu a l p o w e r th ro u g h  a r t  
is  n o t  to  b e  a ch ie v e d  by  a s tru g g le  
a g a in s t  l ite r a lis m . It  is  th e  n a tu ra l re  
su lt  o f  th e  c u ltu r in g  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
an d  th e  se tt in g  u p  o f  s p ir itu a l v a lu e s  in  
th e  tra d it io n  an d  sc h o o l to  w h ic h  th e  
a r t  b e lo n g s .

T h e  sm ile  o f  A n g k o r  is  B u d d h is m  in  
s to n e . I t  is  th e  fo rc e  o f  an in n e r  c o n  
v ic t io n  a b o u t  l ife  an d  l iv in g . S o m e  
w h e r e  in  th e  d a r k  ju n g le s  o f  C a m b o d ia  
a m y s tica l e x p e r ie n c e  c a m e  to  a n a t io n . 
B e c a u s e  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s in te r n a l, su b  
je c t iv e  a n d  c o m p le te ly  in ta n g ib le , it d e  
f ie d  a n y  fo r m a l e x p re ss io n  o f  its e lf . 
M o st B u d d h is t  p a in t in g  a n d  s c u lp tu r in g  
is th e  w o r k  o f  p rie s ts  o r  c ra f ts m e n  
tra in e d  a n d  su p e rv ise d  by  p rie s ts . S o  
lo n g  as a r t  w as u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f 
r e l ig io n , its  p r im a ry  p u rp o se s  w e re  to  
te a c h , to  e n lig h te n , an d  to  e n n o b le . T h e  
id ea l q u a lity  is  th.e m a in  d if fe re n c e  b e  
tw e e n  sacred  a n d  p ro fa n e  a r t .

W h e n  th e  B u d d h is t  a r t is t  reso lv ed  to  
p o rtra y  th e  s p ir itu a l c o n v ic t io n s  th ro u g h  
p a in t in g  o r  sc u lp tu r in g , h e  se lected  f ir s t  
th e  m a te r ia ls  n e ce ssa ry . A f te r  s tr e tc h in g  
h is  s i lk  o r s e t t in g  u p  h is s to n e  h e  sea ted  
h im s e lf  q u ie tly  a n d  v isu a liz e d  in te rn a lly  
th e  u n iv e rsa l t r u th  w h ic h  h e  d esired  to
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From the Museum o f the Philosophical Research Society 
P l a t e  O n e — T h is  s to n e  s c u lp tu r e d  h e a d  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p le  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  a r t  
o f  A n g k o r ,  in  F r e n c h  I n d o - C h i n a .  I t  d a te s  f r o m  a b o u t  t h e  1 2 th  C e n t u r y ,  w h e n  
th e  K h m e r  a r t is t s  h a d  b e g u n  to  im p r e s s  t h e i r  o w n  i n d iv id u a l i t y  u p o n  th e  b o r r o w e d  
t r a d i t io n s  o f  C h in a  a n d  I n d i a .  In  th e  c u r io u s  s t y l iz a t io n  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  
f a c e  th e  e y e b r o w s  a r c  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  b e  n o t e d ,  in  s e n s i t iv e  r e f in e m e n t  o f  th e  e a r ly  
d e v ic e  o f  in d i c a t i n g  e y e b r o w s  b y  a  s t r a ig h t  c o n t in u o u s  r id g e ,  a d e v ic e  s u f f ic ie n d y  
u n n a t u r a l  to  b e  a p p r o p r ia t e  in  th e  d e p ic t io n  o f  s u p e r h u m a n  o r  m y t h o lo g ic a l  b e in g s ,  
in  c o n v e y in g  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  th e  re p r e s e n te d  f ig u r e  b e lo n g s  to  a n o t h e r  w o r ld  
o r  to  a  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r  o f  l i f e .  1 h e  h e a d  r e p r e s e n ts  a  d e i ty  c o m b i n i n g  B u d d h is t i c  
a n d  B r a h m a n i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  B r a h m a n i c  d o m i n a t i n g
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From the Museum o j the Philosophical Research Society 
Pl a t e  T w o — A  d ir e c t ly  f r o n t  v ie w  o f  th e  s a m e  im a g e  i l lu s t r a t e d  in  P l a t e  O n e ,  
c o n v e y in g  th e  fu ll  im p r e s s io n  o f  a  d e ity  s t r o n g ,  c a l m ,  d e ta c h e d  f r o m  a l l  w o r ld l in e s s .  
T h e  la r g e  f u l l  m o u t h  c o n v e y s  a  s e n s u o u s  q u a l i t y  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  l a c k i n g  in  C h in e s e  
a rc  o f  th e  s a m e  p e r io d .  T h e  d e i t y  a ls o  e x h i b i t s  w h a t  a r e  c a l le d  ‘ th e  lo n g  e a r s  o f  
w is d o m ,’ a  s y m b o l  f o u n d  w h e r e v e r  B u d d h is m  in f lu e n c e s  a r t  t e c h n i q u e  to  c o n v e y  
t h e  id e a  t h a t  d iv in i t ie s  h a v e  th e  p o w e r  t o  h e a r  t h e  p r a y e r  a n d  p e t i t io n s  o f  t h e ir  
w o r s h ip p e r s
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From the Museum o f  the Philosophical Research Society 
P l a t e  T h r e e — A later and o u tstand ing  exam p le ot the developed art  o f  A n g k o r , 
carved  in the early years o f the 13th Cen t u ry . Th e  carv in g  is in lig h t  g rayish - tan  
sandstone, the m o d eling  is f iner and  the heavy ridg e fo rm in g  the eyeb ro ws has 
d isap peared ; the head is ar isto crat ic, sensit ive, and  alm o st  en t irely lacking  the 
M ong o lo id  stam p . Th e  head represents Bud d ha as a young  m an ; the eyes are 
open, sho w ing  the p u p ils, w h ich  is unu sual, and  the fu l l  lip s cu rve u p w ard  w it h  
a  benign s m i le
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From the Muscc Guimet
ATE ^ OUR— ' ^ c ô rm  o f  the A n g ko r  sm ile ; all technique is subord inate to

the st rang e and  rap tured  exp ressio n , the p o w er lu rk in g  m ysterio usly in  the lig h ts 
and  shadows. Th is head o f  a Bo d liisat t va is a challeng e to al l  art ists seeking  to 
escape f ro m  the lim it at io n  o f  realism , fo r here is p roo f p o sit ive that  it  is possible 

neV? j L ex^ ^ iys*ca* yalues through a physical m ed ium . Th e  sm ile o f A n g ko r  
is o ud d h ism  in  stone
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co n v e y . T h i s  p ro ce ss  o f  v is u a liz a t io n  
m ig h t  b e  re p e a te d  ev e ry  d ay  fo r  sev e ra l 
m o n th s  b e fo re  th e  p r ie s tly  a r t is t  to o k  u p  
b r u s h  o r  ch is e l . In  m a n y  in s ta n ce s  p e  
c u lia r it ie s  o f  th e  m e d iu m  its e lf  i n  
f lu e n ce d  th e  u lt im a te  fo r m  o f  th e  d e s ig n . 
F la w s  in  ja d e , th e  tw is te d  sh a p e s  o f  
c o ra l, f le c k s  in  a m b e r , a n d  th e  g r a in  in  
w o o d  m ig h t  a p p e a r  to  th e  O c c id e n ta l  
a r t is a n  as u n fo r tu n a te  d e fe c ts . T o  th e  
O r ie n ta l ,  h o w e v e r , th e s e  ir r e g u la r it ie s  b e  
c a m e  a n  in te g ra l p a rt  o f  d e s ig n . T h e y  
w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  m y s tic  re a l iz a t io n , 
a n d  as a re s u lt  co n tr ib u te d  m u c h  to  th e  
u lt im a te  b e a u ty  o f  th e  w o rk .

T h e  a r t is t  re m a in e d  q u ie t ly  in  c o n  
te m p la t io n  u n t il  h is  in w a rd  v is io n  w as 
s u ff ic ie n tly  p e r fe c te d  to  ex p re ss  its  o w n  
p o w e r  th r o u g h  h im . H e  k n e w  a r t  as 
im p u lse . H e  d id  n o t try  to  ca rv e  a n  
im a g e  o r  c h ip  a lo n g  d a y  a f te r  d a y  h o p  
in g  fo r  th e  b e s t . T h e  c o n c e p tio n  w as 
co m p le te  b e fo re  h e  e v e n  to u c h e d  th e  
p h y s ica l m e d ia . F in a l ly ,  c o m p le te ly  p o s 
sessed  b y  th e  in te r n a l  im a g e , he p a in te d  
o r  ca rv e d  w ith  a c e r ta in ty  o f  te c h n iq u e  
a lm o st b e y o n d  o u r  c o m p r e h e n s io n . T h e  
c re a tiv e  im p u lse  re q u ire d  o n ly  p e r fe c t  
o b e d ie n ce  f r o m  h is  s k i l lfu l  f in g e rs . 
T h e r e  w a s  n e v e r  a n y  h e s ita n c y  o r  e rro r , 
a n d  n o th in g  o f  e x p e r im e n ta l is m . H e  
k n e w  e x a c t ly  w h a t  to  d o , b e ca u se  th e  
p e r fe c te d  d e s ig n  w as w ith in  h im s e lf  
w ith  a ll th e  d e lica te  a n d  p la stic  q u a lity  
o f  a fo rm  fa s h io n e d  f r o m  th o u g h t , im a  
g in a t io n , a n d  e m o tio n .

In  th e  en d  th e  ra p tu ro u s  e x p re ss io n  
w h ic h  h e  h a d  se e n  a n d  fe lt  w ith in  h is  
o w n  h e a rt  g a z e d  b a c k  a t  h im  fro m  th e  
s ilk  o r s to n e . H e  h a d  cre a te d  th e  fo r m  
less in  fo r m . T h e  g o d s , d w e llin g  in  th e  
s u b je c t iv e  liv e s  o f  th e ir  d e v o te e s , ca m e  
fo r th  fro m  th e ir  d a r k  re tre a ts  a n d  
a d o rn e d  th e  w a lls  o f  th e ir  c it ie s  w ith  
th e  im a g e s  o f  th e m se lv e s . T h e  a rtis ts  
w e re  o n ly  th e  c h a n n e ls , th e  d o o rw a y  fo r  
th e s e  p ro ce ss io n a ls  o f  sp ir its .

B u d d h is m  w a s th e  m o st c iv i l iz in g  
fo rc e  in  A s ia . I t  b r o u g h t  to  h a l f  th e  
w o rld  th e  d e e p  a n d  a b id in g  r e a liz a t io n  
o f  th e  b r o th e r h o o d  o f  m a n . I t  ta u g h t  
g e n tle  a n d  k in d ly  w a y s  o f  th o u g h t  an d  
a c t io n , an d  in v ite d  h u m a n ity  to  a m y s tic  
s a c r a m e n t o f  c o m p a s s io n  a n d  g o o d  
w o r k s . I ts  s im p le  m e ssa g e  re le a se d  h u n  

d re d s  o f  m il l io n s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  f r o m  
th e  ty ra n y  o f  d is ta n t  a n d  re v e n g e fu l 
g o d s . B u d d h is m  b r o u g h t  w ith  it  n o t 
o n ly  a d o c tr in e  o f  s p ir itu a l re le a se , b u t 
a  p o w e rfu l so c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l m e ssa g e . 
U n d e r  its  in f lu e n c e  th e  in n e r  l ife  b e  
c a m e  m o re  b e a u t ifu l a n d  th e  o u te r  life  
m o re  re a s o n a b le .

T h e  A r h a ts  a n d  L o h a n s  o f  th e  B u d  
d h a  jo u rn e y e d  to  th e  m o st d is ta n t  p a rts  
o f  A s ia . T h e y  v is ite d  T i b e t ,  C h in a ,  
B u r m a , S ia m , C a m b o d ia , a n d  Ja p a n . 
A lw a y s  th e y  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  b o o k s , 
p o e try , a r t , m u s ic , a n d  p h ilo so p h y . T h e y  
su cce e d e d  b e c a u se  th e y  so u g h t  o n ly  th e  
g o o d , a n d  m e n  fin d  w h a t  th e y  se e k . 
R a c e  a f te r  ra c e , n a t io n  a f te r  n a t io n , 
tr ib e  a f te r  t r ib e , a c c e p te d  th e  L a w  o f 
th e  C o m p a s s io n a te  L o r d , a n d  th r o u g h  
th is  a c ce p ta n c e  fo u n d  a n  in n e r  p ea ce  a n d  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  g r e a te r  th a n  th e y  h ad  
ev er k o w n . T h e  B u d d h is t  a r t  o f  A s ia  
is  o n e  v a st m e m o r ia l  c re a te d  to  ex p re ss  
th e  g ra t itu d e  o f  m a n k in d  fo r  th e  v is io n  
o f  a b e tte r  w a y  o f  l ife .

Im a g e s  o f  th e  B u d d h a  a p p e a re d  a- 
m o n g  a ll th e  co n v e r te d  p e o p le s ; in  e a ch  
ca se  th e  lik e n e s s  o f  th e  G r e a t  T e a c h e r  
w a s in  th e  te rm s  o f  th e ir  o w n  ra c ia l 
ty p e . I n  S ia m , B u d d h a  w a s a  S ia m e s e , 
in  C h in a  a  C h in e s e . P e rh a p s  th is  w as 
a n  e sse n tia l p a r t  o f  th e  d o c tr in e . F o r  
B u d d h is m  is a re a l iz a t io n  ta k in g  p lace  
w ith in  h u m a n ity  i ts e lf , a n d  m a n ife s t in g  
th r o u g h  th e  fo r m s  o f  ra c e s , n a t io n s , a n d  
in d iv id u a ls . T h e  p ea ce  th a t  B u d d h is m  
b r o u g h t  to  C h in a  is s h o w n  o n  C h in e s e  
fa ce s . T h e  w isd o m  th a t  B u d d h is m  
b r o u g h t  to  T ib e t  sh in e s  th r o u g h  th e  
ey es o f  d e v o te e s  w h o se  fa c e s  a re  as 
M o n g o lia n  as th o se  o f  th e  w ild  tr ib e s .

W h e r e v e r  th e  B u d d h is t  te a c h in g s  
w e n t , a  c a lm  a n d  g e n d e  se re n ity  w e n t 
w ith  it . T h e  c ru e l o ld  g o d s so fte n e d  
th e ir  e x p re ss io n s . T h e  l ig h t  o f  co m p a s  
s io n  tra n s fo rm e d  th e ir  le e r in g  sco w ls 
in to  g ra c io u s  c h ild lik e  sm ile s .

E a c h  o f  th e  B u d d h is t  n a t io n s  in te r  
p re te d  m y s tica l re v e la tio n  in  th e  te rm s  
o f  th e ir  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e . In  so m e  c o u n  
tr ie s  th e  im a g e s  b e c o m e  s tra n g e ly  c a lm  
a n d  a lo o f, in  o th e rs , g re a t  d ig n ity  is th e  
k e y n o te . S o m e  re a c te d  e m o tio n a lly , a n d  
th e  c a rv in g s  re p re se n t so ft-e y e d  B o d h i-  
sa ttv a s  w ith  h a u n t in g  w is tfu ln e ss  in  th e ir
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g la n c e s . O n ly  in  C a m b o d ia  d id  th e  
B u d d h is t  m y s te ry  to u ch  so m e  resp o n siv e  
ch o rd  o f  e cs ta cy . H e r e  th e  fa ce s  ra d ia te  
a n  in d e sc r ib a b le  g la d n e ss . R e lig io n  had  
b r o u g h t  h a p p in e ss  a t  last. T h i s  g la d n e ss  
in  th e  o ld  sto n e  fa ce s  tra n s ce n d s  k n o w l 
e d g e  an d  th o u g h t . T h e r e  is  n o  lo n g e r  
th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  s e e k in g , w a it in g  and  
h o p in g . I t  is th e  fa c e  o f  fu lf i l lm e n t , 
b e a r in g  w itn e ss  to  th e  p e r fe c t  a cce p ta n ce  
a n d  p e r fe c t  w o r k in g  o f  th e  L a w .

I t  is im p o ss ib le  to  e x p la in  w h y  th is  
m y ste ry  sh o u ld  fin d  its fu lf i l lm e n t  in  
th e  ju n g le s  o f In d o -C h in a . P e rh a p s  it 
w as d u e to  th e  s tra n g e  m in g lin g  o f  
b lo o d s, an  a lc h e m y  th a t  w as p a rtly  p h y s 
ica l an d  p a rtly  m e ta -p h y s ica l. In d ia  
n e v e r  u n d e rsto o d  B u d d h is m , a lth o u g h  fo r  
c e n tu r ie s  it  w a s d o m in a te d  by  th e  te a c h  
in g s . C h in a  w a s to o  so p h is tica te d  to  
a b a n d o n  its e lf  e n tir e ly  to  s p ir itu a l a c tiv  
i ty . I t  re m a in e d  fo r  th e  l it t le  k n o w n  
K h m e r s  to  g iv e  th e  w o rld  th e  m o s t  p e r  
fe c t  sy m b o lism  o f  th e  B u d d h is t  m e ssa g e .

A f te r  th e  p a ss in g  o f  c e n tu r ie s , th e  re  
lig io u s  a r t  o f  th e  K h m e r s  h a s  fo u n d  its 
w ay  in to  th e  g re a t  m u se u m s an d  g a l 
le r ie s  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a . A s  y et, 
v ery  l it t le  e f fo r t  has been  m a d e  to  e x  
a m in e  in te rm s o f  p sy ch o lo g y  th e s e  e x  
q u is ite  fr a g m e n ts  o f  th e  p ast. E v e n  
W e s te r n  a r tis ts , w h o  sh o u ld  b e  m o st 
se n s it iv e  to  th e  im p lic a t io n s  a n d  o v e r  
to n es  o f  th e  K h m e r  te c h n iq u e , a re  a l 
m o st c o m p le te ly  ig n o ra n t  o f  th e  v a lu es 
in v o lv e d . F o r  so m e  y ears W e s te r n  c re a  
t iv e  a r t is try  h a s  been  s t r u g g lin g  v a lia n tly  
to  b re a k  d o w n  th e  t ra d it io n a l l im ita t io n s  
im p o sed  by  th e  m e d ie v a l an d  early  
m o d e rn  sch o o ls . U n fo r tu n a te ly , th is  
b r e a k in g  a w a y  fr o m  c o n v e n tio n  is la rg e  
ly  a n  a tte m p t to  b e  d if fe re n t , ra th e r  th a n  
an a tte m p t to  b e  b e tte r . T h e  m o tiv a tio n  
is in g e n u ity  ra th e r  th a n  in s p ir a tio n . T h e

a r t is t  w a n ts  to  b e  d if fe re n t , b u t  h e d oes 
n o t  k n o w  h o w  to be d if fe re n t , a n d  fa lls  
b a c k  u p o n  th e  in fa n t i le  d ev ice  o f  d is  
to r t io n .

W e  h e a r  m u c h  th e se  d ay s a b o u t a r t  
ists w h o  w a n t  to  p a in t  p sy c h o lo g ic a l p o r 
tra its . T h e y  w ish  to  co n v e y , n o t m e re ly  
p h y s ica l a p p e a r a n c e , b u t c h a r a c te r , in  
th is  w a y  to  re v e a l th e  in v is ib le  b u t a ll-  
p o w e rfu l p e rso n a lity  w h ic h  lies b e h in d  
fo rm  a n d  s tru c tu re . B u t  in v a r ia b ly  th e  
a r t is t  h im s e lf  h as n o  c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  
th e  sp ir itu a l fo rc e  w ith in  h u m a n  b e in g s . 
H e  is n o t ev en  a tra in e d  p sy c h o lo g is t. 
H e  is a t te m p tin g  to  co n v ey  h is im p r e s  
s io n s  w ith o u t  a n y  rea l ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  
th e  im p re ss io n s  th e m se lv e s . H e  is g ro p  
in g  f o r  a s y m b o lic a l m e d iu m  w ith o u t  
k n o w in g  th e  re a l la n g u a g e  o f  sy m b o l 
ism .

I f  th e  W e s te r n  a r tis t  w o u ld  stu d y  E a s t  
e rn  a r t ,  h e  w o u ld  d is c o v e r  th e  se cre t 
w h ic h  h e se e k s . T h e  so u rc e  o f  a ll g r e a t  
a r t  is  th e  soul-p>ower o f  th e  a r t is t  h im  
se lf . W ith o u t  a g re a t  id e a lism , w ith o u t 
s tro n g  in n e r  c o n v ic t io n s , w ith o u t  a p os 
se ss in g  b e a u ty  w ith in  h im s e lf , th e  a r tis t  
c a n  n e ith e r  u n d e rsta n d  n o r  d e p ic t . H is  
a r t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  g r e a te r  th a n  h im s e lf .

T h r o u g h  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  g re a t  p h i 
lo so p h ie s  o f  l ife , th ro u g h  th e  in w a rd  e x  
p e r ie n c e  o f  m y s tica l t r u th , a n d  th ro u g h  
a co m p le te  c o n se c ra tio n  to  th e  w o rk in g s  
o f  b e a u ty  in  life  a n d  n a tu re , th e  a rtis t 
b u ild s  w ith in  h im s e lf  th e  m y s tic a l  u n  
d e rs ta n d in g  w h ic h  m u st im p e l c re a tiv e  
e x p re ss io n . A s  th e s e  q u a lit ie s  in c re a se  
th r o u g h  p a tie n t an d  lo v in g  se lf  d is c i 
p lin e , th e  a r t is t  w ill d isco v e r  th e  q u a li  
tie s  w h ic h  h e  h as d ev e lo p ed  re flected  
b a c k  to  h im  fro m  th e  p a in t in g s  an d  
sta tu es  w h ic h  h e  m a k e s . A s h is  o w n  
so u l g ro w s w ise , an d  h is  h e a rt is p a tie n t 
w ith  th e  lo v e  o f  m a n , h is  sk ill w ill be 
to u ch e d  w ith  a la r g e r  g e n iu s . T h e n  th e  
fa ce s  w h ic h  h e p a in ts  an d  m o u ld s  w ill 
rev ea l th e  su b tle  q u a lit ie s  o f  h is  o w n  
co n sc io u sn e ss .

T h e  old  w isd o m  w ill th e n  c o m e  b a c k  
to  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  its a r ts ; an d  w h o  
k n o w s  b u t th a t  so m e  d ay  th e  te d io u s  
p o r tra itu re  o f  th e  W e s t  w ill b e  lig h te d  
w ith  th e  S m ile  o f  A n g k o r .

( A  SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION TO HORIZON)
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' T ' H E  te a c h in g s  o f The Secret Doctrine 
*- a re  a n  e v id e n c e  th a t M a d a m  B la v a t-  

sk y  h ad  c o m e  to  c e r ta in  p ra c tic a l c o n  
c lu s io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
th e  sp ir itu a l l ife  o f  th e  ra ce  th a t  w e re  
a lm o st  p ro p h e tic  in  h e r  t im e . S h e  h ad  
v ery  d e fin ite  id eas  a b o u t  th e  e s ta b lis h  
m e n t  o f  a n ew  s p ir itu a l d isp e n sa tio n  in 
o u r  w o rld  o f  to d a y , th e  te a c h in g  o f  a  
n ew  o r d e r  o f  re lig io u s  l if e .

W e  h av e  p assed  th r o u g h  a  serie s  o f  
re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s . L e t  u s c o n s id e r  
th e  p a ra lle l b e tw e e n  th e se  e x p e r ie n c e s  
an d  c e r ta in  o th e rs  in  a n o th e r  d e p a r tm e n t  
o f  o u r  l iv in g . Im a g in e  th a t  y ou  w ere  
in  b u sin e ss  200 y ears ag o — to  a la rg e  
n u m b e r  o f  p erso n s b u sin ess  is  th e ir  l ife ; 
it is  th a t w h ic h  m e a n s  th e  m o st to  th e m  
in th e ir  d a ily  e x p e r ie n c e . A n d  so , you  
w e re  in  b u sin e ss  200 y ea rs  a g o , an d  e x  
p e r ie n c in g  a n  e c o n o m ic  s tru c tu re , a ser 
ies  o f  la w s , re g u la t io n s , an d  c o n d it io n s  
e n tire ly  fo r e ig n  to  a n y th in g  w e k n o w  
to d a y . T w o  h u n d re d  y ea rs  a g o  it  w a s 
a c r im e , p u n ish a b le  by  y ears o f  im p r is o n  
m e n t , fo r  tw o  o r  m o re  p e rso n s to  g e t 
to g e th e r  an d  fo rm  w h a t  w e  k n o w  as a  
c o rp o r a tio n . A  sh o e m a k e r  an d  h is  so n s 
m ig h t  w o r k  a t  th e  sa m e  b e n c h , o r  
m ig h t  h a v e  a n  a p p r e n tic e  o r  tw o ; b u t 
a n y  a tte m p t to , say , o p en  a c h a in  o f  sh o e  
r e p a ir  s to re s  w o u ld  la n d  h im  in  ja i l .  
T h i s  w as b e ca u se  su ch  e x p a n s io n  w o u ld  
g iv e  h im  b u y in g  p o w e r , p sy ch o lo g ica l 
a d v a n ta g e , a n d  e n a b le  h im  to  co m p e te  
u n fa ir ly  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l c o b b le r .

A t  th a t  tirn e  th e r e  w a s a lm o st n o  
a d v e r t is in g , as w e k n o w  it. I h a v e  an  
old  n e w s p a p e r  w ith  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t:

S id n e y  B a r to n , E s q . ,  w ill a cce p t tw o  
o r  th re e  g e n te e l s ch o la rs  fo r  th e  c o n  
s id e ra tio n  o f  m a th e m a tic s  in  200 easy  
lesso n s . In  rep ly  p lease  pay p o sta g e  
b o th  w ay s fo r  i t  is im p o ss ib le  fo r  th e  
m a th e m a tic ia n  to  stan d  th e  e x tra v a  

g a n c e  o f  p o sta g e .

T h a t  w a s a d v e r t is in g !

N o w , as it  is w ith  b u sin e ss , so  it  is 
w ith  g o v e r n m e n t, p o lit ic s , p h ilo so p h y , 
an d  r e lig io n . W e  m u s t  r e a liz e  th a t  p e r i 
o d ica lly  th e  w o rld  d ev e lo p s a n e w  v iew  
p o in t, an d  th e  n e w  o n e  is n o t m e re ly  
th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  o ld . I t  is s o m e th in g  
d e fin ite ly  n e w ; a n d  u n til  i t  arises  th e  
h u m a n  m in d  d oes n o t k n o w  w h a t  th is  
e x p e r ie n c e  w ill  b e , h a s  n o  w ay  o f  c o p  
in g  w ith  i t .  W e  s tra in  to  im a g in e  a  
w o rld  d if fe r e n t  f ro m  th e  o n e  w e  liv e  in , 
w e fin d  i t  h ard  to  b e lie v e  th a t  h u m a n  
b e in g s  h o ld  a n  a tt itu d e  d if fe r e n t  fro m  
o u rs . Y e t  h is to ry  sh o w s th a t  c h a n g e  is 
e te rn a l. E v e ry  g e n e r a tio n  re g is te rs  
c h a n g e s , a n d  th in g s  t h a t  w e  n o w  re g a rd  
as a b so lu te ly  c e r ta in  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  o u r  
l if e  w ill d isa p p e a r, a n d  m e th o d s  w e  n o w  
c o n s id e r  to  b e  based  in  th e  m o st a b s tra c t  
a n d  im p o ss ib le  id e a ls  w ill b e co m e  th e 
s im p le  p ra c tic a l  w a y s o f  d o in g  th in g s .

W e  h a v e  a b e lie f , a tra d itio n  a b o u t 
r e l ig io n ; it  is in c o n c e iv a b le  to  u s th a t 
th is  w ill  b a s ic a lly  c h a n g e . W e  a re  w ill  
in g  to  a ssu m e  it  ca n  be v a r io u sly  e x  
p re sse d ; b u t  it  n e v e r  o c cu rs  to  th e  a v er 
a g e  in d iv id u a l th a t  re lig io n  w ill e v e r  be 
v ery  d if fe r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w e  k n o w  it  to  
be to d a y . Y e t  th e r e  is ev e ry  in d ic a tio n  
a t  th is  p re se n t t im e  th a t  th e r e  a re  g o in g  
to  b e  m a jo r  c h a n g e s  in  o u r  sp ir itu a l 
co n c e p tio n .
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R e lig io n  fo r  th e  la st se v e ra l th o u sa n d  
y ea rs  h as  b e e n  a p ro cess  o f  v e n e ra t io n  
o f  h e ro ic  p erso n s w h o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
sp ir itu a l re v e la tio n s  to  th e  w o r ld . T h e s e  
h e ro ic  p e rso n a lit ie s  w h o m  w e  re g a rd  as 
M e s s ia h s , o r  W o r ld  T e a c h e r s , hav e 
b r o u g h t  d isp e n sa tio n s  o f  s p ir itu a l t r a d i  
t io n s . B u d d h a  b r o u g h t  o n e  to  In d ia  
6 0 0  y ears b e fo r e  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra . 
B u d d h is m  is a  c u r io u s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  
a  v e n e ra t io n  f o r  a  d o c tr in e  a n d  v e n e ra  
t io n  fo r  a m a n . Je s u s  b r o u g h t  a d isp e n  
sa t io n  to  th e  N e a r  E a s t  2 0 0 0  y ears a g o , ' 
a n d  o u r  e n tire  re lig io u s  l ife  rev o lv es  
a b o u t  a c o n f lic t  o f  w h ic h  is th e  m o re  
im p o r ta n t , th e  d o c tr in e , o r  th e  m a n . 
T o  th e  o r th o d o x  C h r is t ia n  th in k e r , th e  
m a n  is  im p o r ta n t , f o r  it  h a s  b e en  e x  
p re sse d  re p e a te d ly  by le a d in g  re l ig io n  
ists  th a t  th e  a c c o m p lis h m e n t o f  a r e li  
g io u s  l if e  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  p e rso n a l a c  
ce p ta n c e  o f  th e  d iv in ity  o f  C h r is t  d oes 
n o t c o n s t itu te  a p ro m is e  o f  s a lv a tio n .

W e  h a v e  th is  c o n f lic t  in  r e g a r d  to  
p e rso n s, in  a ll ca se s ; b u t  in  p r in c ip le s  
n e v e r . s

P e r io d ic a lly  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  p ro  
g re ss  o f  m a n k in d  c e r ta in  sp ir itu a l le a d  
ers  e m e rg e . T h e s e  le a d e rs  so u n d  k e y  
n o te s , a n d  th e se  a re  th e  b ases o f  a 
d is p e n s a tio n  o f  s p ir itu a l l ife . M a d a m e  
B la v a ts k y  ta u g h t  th a t  as p a r t  o f  th e  
E s o te r ic  S c h o o l , th e se  re lig io u s  le a d e rs  
w e re  re la te d  to  e a ch  o th e r , e m e r g in g  in 
a s e q u e n c e  o f  p a tte rn  a n d  d e s ig n , e a c h  
o n e  e x p r e s s in g  in  te rm s  o f  a t im e  a n d  a 
p la ce  th e  e te rn a l w isd o m  o f  th e  S e c re t  
D o c tr in e .

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , a W o r ld  T e a c h e r  is a  
g r e a t  e n lig h te n e d  se e r  o r  sa g e  w h o  in  
te rp re ts  e te rn a l t ru th s  in  te rm s  o f  th e  
p ra c tic a l  n e ce ss ity  o f  a ra c e , a  t im e , o r 
a n a t io n . R e v e a le d  re lig io n s  a re  a im e d  
a t  m e e tin g  th e  s p ir itu a l n e e d  o f  a g re a t  
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le , a n d  n e a r ly  a ll re li  
g io n s  h a v e  b e en  p o in te d  to  th e  u n d e r 
p r iv ile g e d . T h e y  h a v e  b e en  p o in te d  to  
th o se  w h o  h av e  la ck e d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity , 

j  t ,h e  w e a lth > la ck e d  th e  f re e d o m , 
a c  ed th e  in c e n tiv e , w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  

led  to  p ro fo u n d  sch o la rs h ip .

. l  ,  r la in ly, t l1' s ’s t r ue o f  th e  re lig io n s  

l e a d e r ^  kn0W' , Nearly a ll re lig io u s

n e e d s  o f T h  t3 U g h t in  th e  te rm s th e  th e  c o m m o n  m a n . Je su s cer-

ta in ly  fo llo w e d  in  th is  p a th , a s  d id  
B u d d h a , M o h a m m e d , Z o ro a s te r , a n d  
C o n fu c iu s . T h o s e  o f  less p ro n o u n ce d  
d iv in ity  b u t  o f  e q u a l p h ilo so p h ic  p ro  
fu n d ity , su c h  a s  S o c ra te s , a lso  a im e d  
th e ir  m e ssa g e s  a t th e  d o w n tro d d e n  m a j 
o r ity . T h e r e fo r e ,  in  a ll fa ith s  w e  m u st  
re c o g n iz e  th a t  a  rev e a le d  re lig io n  is n o t 
n e ce ssa r ily  a p ro fo u n d  d o c tr in e , n o t  n e  
ce ssa rily  a  d eep  p h ilo so p h y . I t  is a co d e 
o f  l if e .  I t  e x p re sse s  a p o in t  o f  v ie w , a 
t r a d it io n , su ita b le  to  th e  a v e ra g e  in d i 
v id u a l. I t  is a n  e so te r ic  t h in g ,  r e in te r  
p re te d , s im p lif ie d , re -sta ted  so  th a t  th e  
a v e ra g e  p erso n  m a y  b e n e fit  s o c ia lly  by  
in s p ir a tio n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to w a rd  
r ig h t  l iv in g .

I t  n a tu ra lly  fo llo w s  th a t  a n y  la w  o r  
sy stem  w h ic h  is a im e d  a t  th e  m a jo r ity  
m u s t  w o r k  a h a rd s h ip  u p o n  th e  m in o r  
ity . T h e  m in o r ity  p ro b le m  is  th e  u n  
so lv e d  p ro b le m  o f  h u m a n  so c ie ty .

W h e n  a  p h ilo so p h y  is a im e d  a t  a 
m a jo r ity , tw o  e x tre m e s  o f  p o p u la r  c o n  
sc io u sn e ss  a re  th w a rte d  in  th e ir  re a so n  
a b le  e x p e c ta n c y . F o r  e x a m p le , th e r e  are  
th o se  w h o se  m in d s  a re  n o t  c a p a b le  o f  
a s s im ila t in g  ev en  th e  e x o te r ic  tra d itio n s  
o f  r e lig io n , th o se  th a t  a re  su ita b le  to  be 
im p a r te d  to  a  g e n e r a l p u b lic . T h i s  
m a k e s  i t  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  r e lig io n  its e lf , in  
th e  fo r m  o f  th e o lo g y , to  b r e a k  d o w n  
d o c tr in e  to  a d e g re e  o f  e x tr e m e  s im  
p lic ity  w ith in  th e  a b ilit ie s  o f  th e  d es 
c e n d in g  sca le  o f  h u m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

A t  th e  o p p o site  e n d , th e  p o s itiv e  e n d , 
o f  th is  sca le , th e r e  a re  th o se  w h o m  re -
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lig io n  d o e s  n o t  re a c h — n o t r e lig io n  as 
w e  k n o w  it. T h e s e  p e rso n s  d o  n o t  la c k  
p a tie n c e , u n d e r s ta n d in g , o r  to le ra n c e , b u t  
th e y  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e i r  s a t is fa c t io n  a  
m o re  p ro fo u n d  e x p la n a tio n . A lth o u g h  
in  c e r ta in  m e a su r e , e th ic s , m o r a li ty , a n d  
c u ltu r e  a re  a c c e s s ib le  to  a l l ,  a  sp ir itu a l 
a n d  in te l l ig e n t  g ra s p  o f  th e  e so te ric  
p ro b le m  is rese rv e d  fo r  th e  m in o r ity . 
T h e  o n ly  re lig io n  u p  to  th e  p re se n t t im e  
th a t  h a s  m e t  th is  w ith  a n y  d e g re e  o f  
sa t is fa c t io n  is B u d d h is m , b e ca u se  it  is 
th e  o n ly  re lig io n  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l 
ca n  u se  w ith o u t  th e  r e lig io n  p la c in g  a 
l im ita t io n  u p o n  h is  p e rso n a l p e rsp e ctiv e . 
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  a n y  o th e r  re lig io n  in 
w h ic h  y ou  co u ld  g o  to  a  p r ie s t  a n d  say , 
“ R e v e re n d  s ir , I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  jo in  a n  
o p p o s in g  f a i t h ,”  a n d  th e  p r ie s t  w o u ld  
re p ly , “ T h a t  is  e x c e lle n t ;  g o  r ig h t  
a h e a d .” B u t  th is  is B u d d h is m , B u d d h is m  
h a s th e  p e c u lia r  q u a lity  o f  se e in g  its e lf  
in  e v e r y th in g  e lse . P e rh a p s  it  is a k in d  
o f  s u b lim e  e g o tis m , b u t  it sees its e lf  in  
M o h a m m e d is m , in  T a o is m , in  C o n fu  
c ia n is m , ju s t  as m u c h  as in  its  o w n  
te m p le s . I t  d oes n o t  r e c o g n iz e  th e  p o s 
s ib il ity  o f  re lig io u s  co n tro v e rsy . I t  d o es  
n o t  r e c o g n iz e  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  th e  in  
d iv id u a l lo s in g  th e  c h a n c e  o f  sp ir itu a l 
sa lv a t io n  by  d e p a r t in g  f r o m  o n e  p a th  
a n d  ta k in g  a n o th e r .

T h i s  v ie w p o in t  to  o u r  W e s te r n  m in d  
is a lm o st  in c o m p re h e n s ib le . In  ev e ry  
t h in g  w e  d o , f r o m  b u s in e s s  to  p o lit ic s , 
w e  a lw a y s  h a v e  th o se  w h o  a re  fo r , a n d  
th o se  w h o  a re  a g a in s t ; a n d  o u r  fo r-e rs  
a n d  a g a in s t-e rs  c a n n o t  im a g in e  a  c o n d i 
t io n  w h e r e in  th e y  w o u ld  n o t b e  c o n s ta n  
tly  w r a n g lin g . O u r  re lig io n  se e m s te p id  
u n le ss  w e  a re  a c c u s in g  so m e o th e r  re  
lig io n  o f  fa lse  d o c tr in e s .

R e lig io n s  as p r in c ip le s  a re  n o t  a n  
ta g o n is tic  to  e a c h  o th e r ; b u t  m a n  in  h is  
e n th u s ia s m  h a s a lw a y s  in te rp r e te d  re  
l ig io u s  d e v o tio n  as th e  p e rse cu tio n  o f  
so m e o n e  e lse . W e  se e k  to  p ro v e w e  
a re  g o o d , G o d -fe a r in g  p eo p le  b y  m a k in g  
m is e ra b le  so m e o n e  e lse  w h o  does, n o t 
a g re e  w ith  u s. T h a t  is o n e  o f  o u r  fa lse  
b e lie fs  re g a r d in g  v e n e ra t io n . W e  th in k  
w e  h o n o r  G o d  b y  d e fe n d in g  H im  
a g a in s t  fa ls e  g o d s.

O u r  b e lie fs  m u s t  a lte r ;  th e  ch a n g e s  
th a t  a re  c o m in g  in to  o u r w o rld  a re  f o r c  

in g  th is  d e c is io n  in to  o u r  c o n sc io u sn e ss . 
T h e  p a tte rn  o f  th e  d e if ie d  h e ro , th e  e x  
c e p tio n a l le a d e r  in  r e l ig io n , is g ra d u a lly  
d is a p p e a r in g — as in  ev ery  o th e r  w a lk  o f  
l ife . In  o u r  m o d e rn  w o rld  w e  a re  n o t 
d e p e n d in g  u p o n  e x c e p tio n a l in d iv id u a ls  
fo r  a c c o m p lis h m e n t , b u t  u p o n  te a m  
w o r k , in  g ro u p s  w o r k in g  to g e th e r  fo r  
a  s in g le  p u rp o se .

G r a d u a lly  o u tg r o w in g  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  
r e lig io u s  h e ro e s , w e  a re  o u tg r o w in g  o u r  
b e lie f  in  a  re lig io n  b ased  u p o n  e x o te r ic  
o r  e x te r n a l v e n e ra t io n  o f  p e rso n s . W e  
a re  a t  th e  m o m e n t  in  a  p e c u lia r  p o si 
t io n  in  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  m e c h a n is m . W e  
a re  s tr u g g lin g  to  fre e  o u rse lv e s  f r o m  th e  
re la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  id e a ls  a n d  id o ls . 
W e  a re  s u ffe r in g  f r o m  o u r  d if f ic u lty  in  
d is a sso c ia tin g  o u r  id o ls  f r o m  th e  p erso n  
w ith  w h o m  th ey  h av e  b e e n  id e n tif ie d . 
I f  w e  d o  n o t  l ik e  s o m e o n e ’s h a ir c u t  w e  
th in k  h e  co u ld  n o t h a v e  a n y th in g  im  
p o r ta n t  to  sa y . W e  h a v e  a  g r e a t  d eal 
o f  re lig io u s  p re ju d ic e  th a t  is b a se d  u p o n  
sh a d e s o f  c o m p le x io n , a n d  it  is  v ery  im  
p o r ta n t  in  r e lig io n  w h e th e r  th e  in d iv id u  
a l  is w e a r in g  a  to p -h a t o r  a  tu r b a n . O u r  
re lig io n s  a re  id e n tif ie d  w ith  p e o p le , w ith  
p la ce s , w ith  sc h o o ls ; w ith  ra ce s  w e  l ik e , 
a n d  w ith  ra ce s  w e  d o  n o t l ik e ;  w ith  
p e o p le  w e  t h in k  a re  s u p e r io r , a n d  w ith  
o th e rs  w e  a p p ra is e  a s  in fe r io r .

D e m o c r a c y  m e a n s  fa ir n e s s , a n d  y e t 
th a t  is o n e  o f  th e  q u a lit ie s  th a t  h a s  b e en  
la c k in g  in  i t  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g . W e  
a re  b e g in n in g  to  re a liz e  th is  n o w . W e  
a re  s t ill  u n fa ir ,  b u t  w e  a t  le a st  n o  lo n g e r  
e n jo y  i t ; an d  th a t  is  a  g o o d  s ig n ;  w e 
a re  o n  th e  w a y  to  a  b ig g e r  a n d  b r o a d e r  
b asis  o f  t h in k in g  a n d  liv in g .

R u s s ia  is g o in g  to  g iv e  us a  c h a n c e  
f o r  a  fu ll  te s t  o f  a  b e tte r  a t t i tu d e , fo r  
R u s s ia  o f  th e  fu tu r e  re p re se n ts  a  p ro b le m  
c h ild . I t  w ill b e  q u ite  tru e  t h a t  R u s s ia  
sh o u ld  n o t  d o  c e r ta in  th in g s  t h a t  R u s s ia  
is v ery  l ik e ly  to  d o , b u t  th e r e  w ill  b e  
th in g s  t h a t  vye s h o u ld  n o t  e ith e r . B u t  
d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  p o t  c a l l in g  th e  
k e t t le  b la c k , R u s s ia  w ill re m a in  im p o r  
ta n t  to  o b se rv e rs  in  a ll n a t io n s , f o r  th is  
c o u n try  is th e  g r e a t  la b o ra to ry  o f  e x  
p e r im e n ta t io n  a n d  p ro g re ss . T h e  f ir s t  
n a t io n  in  th e  m o d e rn  w o rld  to  d a re  a 
c o m p le te  tu rn o v e r  o f  o ld  tra d it io n s , its  
re b e llio n  is im p o r ta n t  b e ca u se  o f  th e
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q u a lity  o f  th e  tr a d it io n  w h ic h  w as 
t h r o w n  o v e r . I t  w a s tra d it io n  th a t  w a s 
d o g m a tic , a b s o lu te , a n d  c ry s ta ll iz e d . 
R u s s ia  h a s  g iv e n  us a  n e w  a ttitu d e  to  
w a rd  r e l ig io n , a n d  th e  e x p e r im e n t  w ill 
sp re a d .

T h i s  d oes n o t  m e a n  th a t  w e  w ill  ta k e  
th e  R u s s ia n  p o in t  o f  v ie w , o r  t h a t  w e 
w ill pass th r o u g h  R u s s ia ’s e x p e r ie n c e , 
fo r  o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  R u s s ia n s  b e lie v e d  
w a s  th a t  th e y  co u ld  g e t  a lo n g  w ith o u t  
re lig io n . T h i s  h a s  n o t b e en  a n  issu e 
w ith  u s, b u t a co n s id e ra b le  n u m b e r  o f  
in te lle c tu a l A m e r ic a n s  in  th e  to p  in te l  
le c tu a l s tra ta  a re  a g n o s t ic , if  n o t  a th e is  
t ic .  A n d  a g n o s t ic is m  d o m in a te s  a  la rg e  
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th o se  w h o  c o n tro l th e  
m a jo r  p o rtio n  o f  o u r  re s o u rce s  a n d  
w e a lth . I t  h a s  b e e n  sa id  t h a t  n in e ty -fiv e  
p e rc e n t o f  o u r  n a t io n ’s w e a lth  is in  th e  
h a n d s  o f  fiv e  p e rc e n t o f  th e  p e o p le . I  
th in k  th e  w a r h a s  sh u ffle d  th a t  f ig u re  a 
l it t le ,  p ro b a b ly  to  n in e ty  p e r c e n t  a n d  
te n ;  b u t  w h e th e r  it  is  f iv e  p e rc e n t o r 
te n  p e r c e n t , th o se  w h o  c o n tro l o u r  
w e a lth  in c lu d e  a la rg e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  a g  
n o s tic s , th o se  w h o  a sse rt  th e  im p o s s ib il  
ity  o f  a n y  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  o r  o f  u l  
t im a te  th in g s . S o  it  is  fo o lis h  o f  us to  
p o in t to  R u s s ia  a n d  sa y , “ R u s s ia  is g o d  
le ss ,” fo r  so a re  m a n y  o f  o u r  o w n  p e o p le , 
b u t th e y  h a v e  n o t c o m e  o u t  w ith  th a t  
a d m iss io n  w ith  th e  h o n e s ty  o f  R u s s ia . 
T h e  reaso n  is , th e  p o w e rfu l fiv e  p e rce n t 
m a in ta in  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  s u p e r io r ity  by 
d e p e n d in g  u p o n  th e  n in e ty -f iv e  p e rce n t 
w h o  a re  G o d -fe a r in g , a n d  th e r e fo r e  a g  
n o s tic ism  is  n o t  a s u b je c t  to  b e  d iscu ssed  
in  p u b lic .

T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a g n o s t ic is m  seem s 
to  be in e v ita b le  to  n a t io n s  a n d  in d iv id u  
a ls . L o o k  b a c k  o v e r  y o u r  o w n  re li  
g io u s  c o n v ic t io n s  a n d  you  w ill v ery  l ik e  
ly re m e m b e r  th a t  in  y o u r e a r ly  c h ild  
h o od  y ou  w e re  b r o u g h t  u p  in  a n  o r th o  
d o x  b e lie f , w h ic h  a f te r  a  w h ile  g re w  a  
lit t le  w e a k  w ith  y o u ; a n d  th e n  n o  d o u b t 
you  p assed  th r o u g h  a  p er io d  o f  u n b e lie f , 
a n d  p e rh a p s  a f te r  a  w h ile  y o u  b e c a m e  
in te re s te d  in  m e ta p h y s ic s , p h ilo so p h y , 

P a ssa g e  th r o u g h  p eri- 
°[  ^ h e f  a n d  u n b e lie f  is a lso  n eces- 

i- ■ t0 r  n a t io n s  a n d  c iv i liz a t io n s . R e -  

b e cau seUS'la ^^ ^*s '^ u s‘o n s th e  fo llo w e r ,
se 11 2°e s . in to  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith

u lte r io r  m o tiv e .
T h e  p er io d  o f  d is il lu s io n m e n t  is  n o t  

la s t in g ; b e lie f  c o m e s  c re e p in g  b a c k  w h e n  
th e  u n b e lie v e r  is  n o t  lo o k in g . M o s t  p e o  
p le  pass th r o u g h  u n b e lie f  d u r in g  th e  
m id d le  p erio d  o f  l if e ,  a n d  th e  re a so n  is , 
b e ca u se  d u r in g  th a t  p er io d  th e y  a re  m o st 
s e lf -s u f fic ie n t; th e  m o st l ik e ly  p erio d  fo r  
a g n o s t ic is m  is b e tw e e n  th e  a g e s  o f  tw e n  
ty -f iv e  a n d  fo r ty . R a r e ly  d o es  a p erso n  
b e c o m e  a n  a g n o s t ic  a t  s ix ty . A t  s ix ty , 
o n e  h a s  liv ed  to o  lo n g , e x p e r ie n c e d  to o  
m u c h . In  o rd e r  to  b e  a n  u n b e lie v e r  y o u  
m u s t  b e  u n a w a re  o f  th e  fa c ts  o f  l i f e .  
I t  is  easy  to  b e  a n  a g n o s t ic  w h e n  y ou  
a re  in  h ig h  s c h o o l; b u t , a s  B a c o n  s a id : 
“ m u c h  le a r n in g  b r in g s  m a n  b a c k  a g a in  
to  G o d .”

R u s s ia ’s a t te m p t  to  b e  g o d -less  w as 
th e  d is m a l fa ilu r e  th a t  it  a lw a y s  m u s t  
b e . R u s s ia  re a liz e d  th a t  th e o lo g y , p a r  
t ic u la r ly  th e  c h u r c h , h ad  fa ile d , a n d  
th e r e  w a s  n o  u se g o in g  b a c k  to  o r th o  
d o x y , b e ca u se  th a t  w o u ld  re b u ild  an d  
e m p o w e r  th e  o ld  re lig io u s  a r is to c ra c y ; 
th e  c h u r c h  w o u ld  a g a in  g o  o n  a t  th e  
e x p e n se  o f  th e  p e o p le . W h a t  to  d o ?  
R u s s ia  le t  th e  p eo p le  w o r k  it  o u t th e m  
se lv es . M a n y  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s  w e re  re  
o p e n e d , b u t  th e  S o v ie t  p u t u p  b illb o a rd s  
a d v is in g  th e  p eo p le  i f  th e y  w a n te d  to  
g o  to c h u r c h  th e y  c o u ld , b u t  i t  w a s a 
s ig n  t h a t  th e y  w e re  r a th e r  s illy -m in d e d . 
R u s s ia  sa id , in  e f fe c t :  M a k e  u p  y o u r  
o w n  m in d ; d o th a t  w h ic h  y o u  th in k  is 
r ig h t .  W e  a re  te ll in g  you  w h a t  w e 
th in k  is r ig h t ;  a n d  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  d o  i t ,  
th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  a re  y o u rs .

R u s s ia ’s  to le ra n c e  d id  n o t e m b ra c e  all 
n a t io n a l p ro b le m s , b u t it w a s b ro a d  in  
th e  m a tte r  o f  r e lig io n . T h e  m a in  
t h in g  to  in s u re  w a s  th a t  re lig io n  w as 
n o t  u sed  fo r  th e  o v e r th ro w in g  o f  th e  
S o v ie t  re g im e . V e r y  fe w  o f  u s re a liz e  
th e  p e c u lia r  r e lig io u s  b a c k g r o u n d  o f 
R u s s ia . W e  k n o w  o f  th e  re lig io n s  o f 
C h in a , In d ia ,  an d  P e rs ia , b u t w h o  e v e r  
h e a rd  o f  th e  re lig io n  o f  R u s s ia !

T h i s  g r e a t  a r e a , a lo n g  w ith  p a rt  o f  
S ib e r ia , h a s  h e ld  as m a n y  o r  m o re  re  
lig io u s  b e lie fs  th a n  a n y  c o u n try  o n  e a rth . 
M o s t  o f  th e m  h a v e  b e en  m y s tic a l , h ig h  
ly  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l, in v o lv e d  in  m a g ic , 
c o n s id e ra b ly  re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  A r a b ia n  
N ig h t s  E n te r ta in m e n t . S t r a n g e  in d eed
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have been the creeds, cults, and doc 
trines. Included are curious stories about 
Jesus being reborn in Russia; and early 
Russian pageants combined the old or 
thodox doctrine and the Oriental doc 
trine in an astonishing way. A curious 
product of Russian mysticism was the 
Russian monk we know as Rasputin, 
a member of one of these mystical cults 
that dominated Russia.

In Russian experiments to evolve the 
form of a substitute for theology the 
human mind followed tradition, fell 
back upon the first and basic impulse of 
those who are not mature religiously, 
and that is to turn to idolatry. Russia 
proceeded to deify Nikolai Lenin. Lenin 
became the god of Russia. Lenin was 
the personification of a great hope. 
Icons and religious figures disappeared 
from the family shrine, replaced by a 
portrait of Lenin with a candle on either 
side. Prayers were adressed to him. 
He was asked to intercede in heaven 
for them, by a people who did not be 
lieve in God. Lenin, substitute deity, 
became the answer to the problem man 
ever faces, that he must venerate, adore, 
or worship something—or someone.

Pretty soon the niche was enlarged to 
contain the portrait of Stalin. These 
two are the annointed of Russian life 
and consciousness. It is not especially 
unusual to see Russian peasants kneel 
in front of a portrait of Lenin and say 
their beads, and these prayerful ones will 
assure you that they are not Catholics 
and that they do not believe in God. 
This is very interesting evidence of the 
eternal conflict in human consciousness. 
It is the outward sign of the discovery 
that the religious world is real, and 
nothing else is; it expresses inner real 
ization of the suspicion that if the vis 
ible world is all there is, this is a pretty 
dismal life, man’s is a rather hopeless

state of affairs, and there is not much 
to live for.

But with the war a vast number of 
Russians turned back to God. It is one 
thing to live through Five Year Plans, 
be patted on the back and called Com 
rade, but it is something else to send 
your loved ones out to die. Then, how 
ever great your faith in Russia, it is not 
enough. The need is for something 
personal. So some of the people went 
back to the priest; some still kneel and 
say their beads before the image of 
Lenin.

The lesson of this experience is, reli 
gion is again coming out, expressed in 
the people’s faith, not in a faith forced 
upon them.

There can be no doubt that the next 
major dispensation in the religious world 
will be the dispensation of religion by 
experience.

Now, what will be the approach? 
One difficulty will be that we have for 
the last 2000 years been under a nominal 
religious system. We are nominally a 
religious people; we are proud of our 
churches; we are proud of our tolerance. 
But our religion sits so lightly upon us 
that it never interferes much with any 
thing we are doing. There can be no 
argument that religion is contributing 
to the morality and ethics of our people, 
but only in part, and in a small way. 
Religion may prevent the majority of 
people from comitting crimes of vio 
lence, but it does not inspire them to 
great and exceptional acts of virtue. We 
are not as bad as we would be without 
it. But certainly we are not as good as 
we should be with it. This obvious 
state of affairs reveals the basic weakness 
of so-called revealed theologies.

A revealed theology is one imposed 
upon people by a kind of legislation. 
The average individual is not a Chris-
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tian by personal experience; He is a 
Christian like those who have decided 
for him whether he is a Democrat or 
Republican—because his father was; or, 
because the best people are. I once 
asked a friend, “Why are you a Chris 
tian?" And he said, “What else is there
to be?”

In the fact that we have only one 
belief, with four or five hundred ways 
of defining it, we have an appearance of 
spiritual unity which is not at all real. 
We are united because there is nothing 
else to be. It has never occurred to the 
average Christian that any other religion 
is worth looking into. It is enlighten 
ing to watch the surprised; look that 
comes on the face of one who, traveling 
for the first time in a foreign country, 
enters the great Mohammedan mosque 
in Delhi and sees 35,000 followers of 
Islam at prayer. He is sure to turn to 
his companions and say, “I did not 
know there was anything in the world 
like this. I guess I have never thought 
that anyone believed except as I do.” 
The pained look deepens when he real 
izes that the best we can get together 
in one church in New York at one time 
is four thousand. The Mohammedans 
can get 35,000 together, and that is 
amazing.

One explanation is, that here in our 
own world, we have no religious experi 
ence. Our religion sort of descends 
upon us with baptism, our religion is 
poured on. Perhaps then at Sunday 
School we followed St. Paul’s journey 
on a map with red-head pins. We are, 
so to speak, slowly absorbed into the 
structure of our religion, as we are into 
the structure of our economics. We 
have no state religion. But we do have 
a blanket religion. There are only two 
groups; the agnostics, and the believers. 
And agnostics are a minority, although 
a powerful minority.

So, we have little experience in reli- 
gion. Religion is brought to us by in 
ti iduals who tell us what to believe, 
a>|d promise us salvation if we believe. 

tak® orders in religion as we take
fr° m 3 suPervisor> foreman, or general manager.

Religion is properly to be thought of

as something that is our own, that we 
have made with ,our own hands, that 
we have conceived with our own lives. 
Last year in New Mexico I studied the 
folk-religion of the resident descendants 
of the early American settlers, a people 
who have lived completely isolated and 
away from all influence of the outside 
world for nearly 300 years. Here on 
the most slender thread of tradition they 
have built their folk-art, their folk-phi 
losophy, their folk-religion. They have 
their own way of worship, which they 
discovered in the mountains; they have 
their own religious images, which they 
carved by hand; their concept of sym 
bols is tbeir own, their own because it 
has grown up with them in the wilder 
ness. There is a dramatic integrity 
about their religion. It is an experience, 
not a doctrine.

These are days when everything we 
are doing in life is moving from an 
acceptance basis to an experience basis, 
which explains in a measure why we 
are undergoing an experience such as 
war. We are in the process of learning 
that the individual must develop the 
power to create his world from within 
himself. From within himself must 
come the standard by which he lives. 
He must not obey laws merely because 
they are set up as statutes in his com 
munity. The laws to be obeyed are 
laws that move within himself. No per 
son is law-abiding until he has experi 
enced law within his consciousness. His 
motivation must not be a fear of break 
ing law; it must be that he has discov 
ered the right way of doing things. 
And it must be the same way with be 
liefs. From medieval and early modern 
times—as you can Still hear over the 
radio—religion has been used as a per 
suasion to salvation through fear or 
through hope. Neither method is a 
procedure.

True religion must be a spontaneous 
motion; it must be something that 
comes through the consciousness of a 
people; it must be something we dis 
cover in our daily living and thinking; 
it must be something that emerges out 
of what occurs to us as experience in 
our living.
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This means that the religions of the 
future are going to be more and more 
closely identified with consciousness.

Man is on the verge of developing 
and expanding his extra-sensory percep 
tions beyond the five senses. We may 
not realize it, but we are all infinitely 
more sensitive than our ancestors, more 
apperceptive, more inductive, and more 
subtle. More and more we are becom 
ing aware of an inner power within 
ourselves. Occasionally we get a glimpse 
of it, and then it is lost to us again; but 
in some way we know it is there, and 
we are searching and struggling to re 
lease it. We also know that as that 
power evolves in us, it will build the 
internal awareness which is the basis of 
integrity of action.

No individual can be true to that 
of which he is not aware by internal 
experience. This is what the Ancients 
called mysticism. Mysticism is not an 
experience of wandering about after 
strange beliefs, but is the substitution of 
internal awareness for external orders. 
Sermons are then less to our taste; 
increasingly we want to think things 
through for ourselves. It is no longer 
satisfactory to have every jot and tittle 
of things explained to us; we want more 
and more to explore our own imagina 
tion.

W e are re-discovering imagination in 
art, music, and drama. Not very long 
ago, when a painter painted a picture he 
painted everything exactly as it was. 
That is no longer regarded as good art. 
That does not allow us to go to the 
other extreme and paint everything as it 
is not, but to insert a challenge to the 
mind of the observer. When an artist 
paints a large forest, he does not paint 
every tree in it, but an impression of the 
forest, a sense of mass values and subtle 
shadows, which the eye of the beholder 
fills in. Mysticism is the knowledge of 
filling in.

Two hundred years ago man was not 
capable of filling in. Because growth is 
now taking place in consciousness, we 
today no longer build the elaborate thea 
tre sets that delighted the theatergoer of 
yesterday; our stage sets are very simple 
and we allow the mind to fill them in.

And this it does very satisfactorily, be 
cause the mind is capable of determina 
tion and judgment.

The difference between the lens of 
the human eye and the lens of the cam 
era is worth consideration. The eye 
lens of the camera is absolutely accurate, 
and yet if you are not careful in hand 
ling the camera you get a distorted pic 
ture. The human eye is less accurate, 
and yet, except for rare cases of extreme 
optical sickness, the image is nearly al 
ways better reflected. The lens of the 
camera does not have imagination. Even 
the most technical process of seeing is 
ninety percent imagination, and only ten 
percent perspective. A certain amount 
of the image is mechanically reflected by 
the eye; but what you see is put in or 
der for you by your mind. Photograph 
a tall monument with a camera, and 
you get a picture showing it falling over 
backward. Your eyes do not see it fall 
ing over backward. Although both 
lenses see the same thing, your mind 
says, no, it isn’t falling over, and 
straightens it right back up again. Your 
mind has the power of adjustment to 
fact. The theology of religion is much 
like the lens of the camera; it may be 
well organized and accurate as far as it 
goes, but it is too mechanical. Theology 
is out of focus all the time. A man’s 
religion may be out of focus when he 
gets it, but his mind can put it in or 
der. Unless his mind has been so dis 
torted by tradition that he has no way 
of knowing what he should see, he will 
straighten it up, put it in order, and
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look upon something that is suitable and 
useful to him. Therefore, as we see 
mostly with the mind, and only slightly 
with the eye, so we experience with con 
sciousness a process of seeing. As an ex 
perience mostly within ourselves, the 
physical shapes of the things seen in 
that experience are comparatively unim 
portant. Not what happens, but our 
experience reaction to it, determines the 
values.

A number of persons passing through 
the same experience will come out with 
different conclusions. This is because 
the eye of experience—  or reason, as we 
know it— puts the pattern back together 
again, according to our own preconcep 
tions of what that pattern must be. If 
our preconceptions are correct, the pat 
tern will be put back in excellent form; 
if they are incorrect, the pattern becomes 
the basis of a definite mental unbalance. 
Most of our so-called psychological dis 
turbances are merely putting experiences 
into incorrect patterns; they are the mis 
interpretation of experience, the failure 
to properly evaluate the thing experi 
enced.

How does this all sum up in terms 
of a new religious dispensation? It does 
it in a very simple way.

According to the Eastern tradition, a 
revelation comes to the world periodic 
ally. A great religion is released to man 
kind at the beginning of every root-race. 
Our race, which is the Fifth Root-Race, 
began a million years ago, and its great 
religious revelation was given at that 
time. This religion was first brought by 
the great sage, Vaivasavata—the great 
Law-giver—and religion was the Law.

We think of law as conduct legislated, 
and religion as directives emotional and 
impractical. But religion is the Law. 
Religion is the something that says to 
j - and live, disobey, and
die. This is the substance of Law, as 

1S ^ S0 substance of religion. On 
f 6 >.£̂ aL  s!de 'aw says, “Obey through 
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matter what you call it, it is 
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also obey through understanding.” So 
you can either fear the Law, understand 
the Law, or love the Law; but if you 
disobey the Law, you die.

To merely say, “Obey the law” is not 
enough. In order to obey the Law we 
must know what it is, and love it. To 
love it, we must understand it.

So, what is to be obeyed is the basis 
of the great structure of religion, phi 
losophy, science, and the arts. It is ne 
cessary then for us to know the sub 
stance of obedience. The Ancients knew 
what the obedience was from the story 
in the great dispensational work of the 
Aryans, T he Institution o f Manu, which 
are the Great Books of the Law. These 
tells us what we must obey, and why 
we must obey them, explaining that it 
is only through obedience at first that 
we shall be able to survive long enough 
to learn to love, to learn to understand.

A small child can not be taught the 
full complication of the world about 
him, but must be taught certain things. 
He must be taught not to walk off cliffs, 
not to step in front of automobiles. He 
may be too young to know why. You 
can not explain to him how the law of 
gravity will work a hardship upon him 
if he walks off the cliff. Nor can you 
enter into the mechanical problems of 
the velocity of the automobile, and the 
calculation of how many feet it will be 
traversed before the brakes will hold. 
He is too young. You say, do this thing 
but not that thing; and the child, be 
cause it has faith in its parents, or be 
cause it feels itself inferior in the pres 
ence of something superior, obeys. In 
the development of a great civilization 
it is the same; it is not possible in the 
beginning to explain all things to all the 
people. Until they are experienced the 
explanation is worthless. Therefore in
the beginning religion stated the Law: 
“This you shall do; and this you shall 
not do; upon the pain of death.”

The Law gradually divided. The part 
related to the inner life of the individu 
al became essentially religious. The part 
related to the external life became essen 
tially social. But they are the same 
Law, operating dually in different
spheres of action.
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In the beginning our religion was 
given to our race in a collective state 
ment, or in a grand theology, which was 
reserved and preserved in the mind of 
our race. (Plato realized that the race 
is a collective intellect, in the same way 
that an individual has a group of facul 
ties each of which responds differendy 
to a series of impulses.) The whole of 
our religion was initially set down, eso- 
terically in its completeness, and exoter- 
ically in its simplest social form. The 
spiritual life of our race was determined 
from the beginning. The spiritual 
faith of our people, the full measure of 
the end toward which religion is leading

us, is established. It is already estab 
lished as a spiritual fact, in the same way 
that the spiritual life of man exists as 
a spiritual fact behind the physical per 
sonality. Esoterically the faith is com 
plete. Exoterically it is growing up to 
its own completeness. The form is 
growing up to the fullness of spirit.

This growth is an evolutionary pro 
cess, and requires millions of years; and 
each of the religions that has arisen in 
the Aryan race in the last million years 
is merely a step or stage in the unfold- 
ment of the Aryan belief. All Aryan 
races are the evolution of one race, just 
as all Aryan arts and sciences are the 
evolution of one art and science. So, 
all Aryan beliefs are the development of 
one basic belief, one spiritual tradition, 
which is the peculiar spiritual destiny 
of our people.

The interval between the descent of 
spiritual principle into the physical body

and this spiritual destiny in space is the 
interval of experience. We are first 
obeying, then we are discovering; and 
by discovering we are learning to be 
come one with that which we discover. 
We are gaining firsthand knowledge. 
Theology is merely accepting. Religion 
in the finest meaning of the word is the 
acquiring of first-hand knowledge con 
cerning the nature of God and Life. 
The acquirement of first-hand knowl 
edge of that which is spiritual depends 
upon the development of the faculties 
and instruments of the internal con 
sciousness by which first-hand knowl 
edge is possible.

This is part of our evolutionary pro 
cess. Our first textbook was the visible 
world, and we have been studying in 
that for a million years. But the time 
is coming when we must graduate out of 
it into other books; and we are begin 
ning to develop the required faculties 
and powers. We are reaching out to 
ward a larger sphere of spiritual activity. 
So we are waiting rather hopefully for 
the next dispensation, for the emergence 
of the next world teacher, and it is said 
it will be the Bodhisattva Maitreya in 
India.

Of course, in the Indian schools, and 
in the ancient Lama Schools of Tibet, 
terms are used in a way that is not in 
our sense. When we use a religious 
term we are referring to a faith, assum 
ing the acceptance of a certain belief; 
but in the East, terms are used philo 
sophically, and merely as symbols of 
states of consciousness. Therefore, whep 
it is said that the Bodhisattva Maitreya 
is the coming world teacher of India, it 
does not mean a person is coming; but 
rather has a Buddhistic implication. It 
is a term. The term, Christ, means the 
Annointed; it means that which has 
been annointed with oil. Nowadays we 
apply it to the teacher of one particular 
system. But in the East terms are not 
used in that way at all; terms are ap 
plied to states of consciousness, and are 
applicable to any part of the world un 
der any system of religion.

The Lord Maitreya, according to Asia, 
is the coming teacher of the great Eso 
teric Tradition. Already it has been said
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his star has been seen in the sky; that 
is, the spiritual power of his esoteric ins 
titutions is known to be beginning in 
the invisible world of Nature behind us. 
Religion comes forward out of the in 
invisible world to meet us as we go in 
toward the invisible. We are a very 
materialistic people. Religion has to 
come out for us and sit on our doorstep.

But as we get more and more subtle 
we move back toward these subtler 
planes and meet religion farther away 
upon a level with which we did not 
formerly associate it. Therefore, the 
seer, saint and esoteric disciple are al 
ready able to see certain indications of 
the coming of the next great dispensa 
tion. Later, we will be able to meet the 
dispensation still in the invisible world, 
rather than wait until it takes form in 
the outer life.

The Bodhisattva in Asia is a very in 
teresting divinity, for it is a very curious 
power. Bodhisattva Maitreya, like most 
of the Bodhisattvas, is known in Asia 
not as a person at all, but as a quality 
of awareness, a state of consciousness. 
The Bodhisattva Maitreya is the personi 
fication of universal understanding.

When someone gets up in the world 
of today and says, “Friends, there is 
only one world; we are all one people; 
we must solve our problems, we must 
create world friendship, create world un 
derstanding; we must be fair in our 
dealings with others; think of this 
world as one world;” to say that is to 
speak for the dispensation that is com 
ing; because that is what that dispensa 
tion is. The Maitreya is the conscious 
ness of universal brotherhood. The 
Maitreya is predicted in Asia as being 
the coming teacher who will end the 
strife of nations.

What is going to end the strife of na 
tions? Will it be the work of politi 
cians? No. Legislators? No. The Hague 
committees? No. Great leagues? No; 
none of these things. Not even if we 
produced in the world today a man of 
the stature of either Jesus or Buddha
enniml^ n?£ st0P war- Interestingly
medgÎn hC i3St two’ Jesus and Moham- n ed insured most of the wars of our
time, but both of them were men of

peace. Our philosophy of peace is some 
thing we are so fond of that we are will 
ing to kill people for it almost any time. 
No; a heroic personality can never end 
war, though he died again for mankind; 
though he be deified again. He can not 
end war because war is in the conscious 
ness pattern. War is a conviction of the 
consciousness, a complex in human na 
ture. There is only one place it can be 
ended, and that is in the experience 
mechanism of the individual.

If then it is said that the new world 
teacher is coming to bring peace, his 
form will not be that of a religious lead 
er who rises up and says, “This is what 
you must do, or you will go to perdi 
tion.” Perdition has pretty well lost all 
its color; in the last fifty years we have 
ceased to do things because we are afraid 
of perdition. After the last years the 
purgatorial world seems rather attractive 
to us. We are no longer afraid of 
the future, we are much more afraid 
of present things such as what our next 
income tax will be—to survive it is in 
one way an achieving of immortality. 
Fear can no longer hold the mind in 
line; science has largely put an end to 
fear. Many individuals have no inter 
est in immortality while in good health. 
When they are not so well it is more 
interesting, but not through the old in 
ducement of fear.

In other words, our new religion is 
coming out through us. Instead of be 
ing created by individuals, it is going to 
reverse the symbols entirely.

For example. We think of Christ as 
being the symbol of Christianity; but 
we think of Christ first, and Christianity 
as the institution that arises from him. 
We generalize the personality. In the 
Christ-way of life we are generalizing 
from a particular. In the future we are 
going to particularize from a general. 
We will take the universal and personi 
fy it, instead of taking the personal and 
universalizing it. Philosophically speak 
ing, we are shifting off the Aristotelian 
foundation, on to the Platonic founda 
tion. Instead of using a person to be 
the source of doctrine, we will symbolize 
the doctrine by person—with the full
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realization that the person is only a sym 
bol, that it is the doctrine that is real.

No one thinks of Uncle Sam, the per 
sonification of the United States, as a 
real person. We would feel funny if 
we knew that two thousand years from 
now someone would dig among our re 
mains and decide that we worshiped the 
goddess of the Statue of Liberty. Un 
cle Sam is solely a symbol of a people, 
and as a symbol our religious leaders of 
the future will emerge. The Bodhisattva 
Maitreya is a sort of spiritual Uncle 
Sam. It is the doctrine, the belief, that 
is real. It is going to be personified by 
a symbol, and yet we are not going to 
find ourselves worshiping the symbol. 
We will honor the symbol by practicing 
the idea.

This is a completely reversed view 
point.

Truths will give rise to composite 
symbols, rather than individuals giving 
rise to composite Truths.

The great stumbling block we have 
had in religion since the beginning of 
time has been the worship of person 
ality. The same is true of politics, 
art, science, economics, and the motion 
picture. The individual as a symbol is 
passing. Previously we have become so 
immersed in the activities of the indi 
vidual that we have entirely forgotten 
that virtue cannot be communicated 
from one individual to another by os 
mosis; if we do not practice his virtues 
we gain nothing.

Casting our burdens upon the Lord 
is morbid. It is very hard on the Lord, 
and is of no use to us. We cannot cast 
our burdens on anyone.

Coming is a new type of ideal that 
is real. We will give allegiance to that 
ideal as the basis of belief or unbelief. 
The practice of that ideal is the proof 
of allegiance. Thus we may then rescue 
the great philosophic truth; namely, that 
personalities are merely the symbol of 
ideals.

Ideals are not the by-products of per 
sonality. It is not the personality that 
comes first; it is the idea. All the great 
teachers we have known have had mir 
aculous lives attributed to them, because 
the ideal and individual have become

confused and we have deified the indi 
vidual instead of honoring the ideal. 
We have believed that we pay homage 
to the ideal by paying homage to the 
memory of the individual.

Mohammed, whom we have regarded 
as the anti-Christ—largely because he 
was our largest competitor—stated as a 
basic tenet that under no condition was 
he to be regarded in any way as superior 
to any human being. He refused to 
permit his likeness to be exhibited any 
where in the Mohammedan world for 
fear of idolatry. He forbade his fol 
lowers to have pictures of him, or to 
build temples or shrines to him; or in 
any way elevate him above the estate 
of the ordinary human being. Moham 
med said: “There is no God but God; 
and those who would establish various 
forms of God and god-like men are very 
wrong unless they merely state the fact 
that the human being practices his faith 
by his virtues, and a virtuous man is 
entitled to respect. A very virtuous man 
is entitled to veneration, but only God, 
and God alone, is entitled to religious 
worship.”

Now, we may not think so much of 
Mohammed, but if we had listened to 
him a little more we would have escaped 
the Dark Ages and the Inquisition. But, 
these were part of our experience.

The great religious teachings of the 
future are going to rise through the ex 
perience mechanism. We are going to 
think of the leaders of our faith no 
longer as men, but as conditions of con 
sciousness. We are finally going to dis 
cover that consciousness has seven prin 
cipal conditions. These seven principal 
states of consciousness toward Truth are 
now, or will be before our racial evolu 
tion ends, expressed in seven religious 
convictions. Each of these religious con 
victions is devised for the purpose of re 
leasing into expression one of our experi 
ence realizations concerning the substance 
of Reality.

We are no longer going to think in 
the future of seven world religions as 
we know them now. We are going to 
think of them as one spiritual fact re 
vealed to us through seven approaches,
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seven methods, seven stimuli of internal 
comprehension.

We are also going to realize that the 
key notes or key words of these steps are 
the seven inward realization powers of 
human consciousness, called in the In 
dian system the Dhyani Buddhas.

Truth has seven expressions, manifes 
tations or power, yet it is One Truth. 
Without the perfection of the seven ex 
pressions that Truth can never manifest 
itself completely in the world. Man 
must perfect the seven centers of con 
sciousness within himself before he can 
release Truth through himself.

The religions of the world are de 
signed and intended to perfect these 
seven centers of consciousness in their 
proper sequence and order. We have 
built now as far as we can build on the 
Atlantean foundation. It was the Atlan- 
tean doctrine that emphasized gradually 
the physical foundation of our world. 
It taught us, or was intended to teach us, 
something we have not yet learned en 
tirely; that is, disobey and die. Because 
we had no inward consciousness at that 
time we were in the throes of “Thou 
shalt nots.” To us it had to be that 
way, as with the small child.

Now we are moving onto another 
foundation, which is still pretty young 
with us. We still have to be kept in 
line by a certain amount of fear. We 
must grow up to obedience through love 
and understanding. It is a long path, 
and we must develop many new facul 
ties of consciousness.

These new faculties began with our 
Fifth Race a million years ago, begin 
ning our philosophy of obedience 
through love. The only thing we can 
say with certainty about our philosophy 
of love is that we do not hate quite as 
intensely as we did. When Mahatma 
Gandhi tried his non-cooperative, non 
competitive policies, he refused to attack 

is enemies, and he made a statement 
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out of the holocaust of hate we are 
learning to love. Out of strife, stress, 
and pain we are learning something 
deeper, something nobler; we are experi 
encing life. And we will not want to 
go back to the old selfishness, back to 
the old intolerance or greed. Why? Be 
cause the Bodhisattva Maitreya is rising 
in the heavens. The thing we are look 
ing for is coming quietly.

It is said that when Buddha returned 
to his home city after his philosophic 
enlightenment, the whole city came 
forth to meet him, his wife and son 
also, all to honor him as a great teacher. 
The city gates were opened and the 
Prince and King came forth to meet 
him, but Buddha did not arrive. When 
they looked for him they discovered he 
had entered through the back door and 
had gone to his house without seeing 
anyone.

The situation is applicable to our next 
world religion. We are all waiting for 
it. And, oh yes, most people have an 
idea what it should be. They are go 
ing to help make it that way, see that 
it goes over. The next time, they are 
going to be there to fight for it, and 
make it stick. Do they realize that they 
are thinking like Judas Iscariot? Judas 
did not mean to betray his Lord. He 
wanted to help him; but as Abraham 
Lincoln said, “If God will take care of 
my friends, I will take care of my ene 
mies.” Judas thought Jesus should be 
the King of the Jews; so he started all 
the trouble, trying to help.

We are all agog to help the new dis 
pensation, but it will come sneaking in 
the back door like Buddha going home. 
It will not appear in great shrines and 
temples. Some theologians are going 
to be awfully disappointed.

The next world dispensation will 
come in where the least number of 
human beings are gathered to expect it. 
It will sneak in the symbolical back 
door through what the individual says 
to himself in his fox-hole. And it will 
appear—wonder upon wonder—without 
benefit of clergy. It will appear without 
any one knowing why, or when or how. 
Only those who understand the esoteric 
tradition will know the meaning of this
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Messiah, will know the spirit of this 
Great Teacher—not a man, but a prin 
ciple in Nature.

The Great Teachers come not to man, 
but through man. The religion that is 
immortal is the religion of the identity 
of life, and man one with all that lives. 
The Buddhistic philosophy is the phi 
losophy of the cat, the dog, the horse, 
the elephant, the monkey, the bird, and 
the fish; because the faith that comes to 
the world comes not to man alone, but 
to all life. Each interprets it in its own 
way. It is foolish to think that the dog, 
the cat and the horse do not have their 
religion. We think they do not have 
faith because it is not like ours; they do 
not go to church, rent pews, and have 
stained glass windows. Yet the same 
spiritual tradition that brought us hope 
is also in the life and hearts of these 
creatures, working not upon them, but 
through them. They obey, that is their 
faith. And that is the perfect faith. 
They never quesion the Law that works 
with them. Alive they obey; and when 
they are old they hear a voice tell 
ing them to creep away and die; and 
again they obey. And that is the Law.

In the coming new dispensation the 
individual will feel religion himself. It 
will come to him from the swamps of 
Malaya, from the walls of burning cities, 
from the ruins of empire. Standing in 
the jungles, and beside the great shrines

destroyed in this war, the monastery at 
Cassino, the great palaces of Naples, 
observing in devastated China the great 
heaps of rubble piled almost to the sky, 
man in his heart is going to know a 
great something —  it is, that although 
forms perish, ideals are imperishable. 
This is an experience of Truth. One by 
one such experiences will take on a pat 
tern, and modern man will some day 
rise and say, “This is my spiritual con 
viction; this I know to be true.”

When he says this he will be speaking 
the words of the Bodhisattva Maitreya.

The next religion will have come to 
the world as a religion born out of the 
love and life of man. The day of faith 
dealing with ultimatums is gone. The 
ultimatum is no longer important. Re 
ligion will come to us through the fac 
tory, through the workshop, through the 
battlefield, beside the bed of pain, and 
in our hearts. That is the next experi 
ence we must have.

We have experienced enough of the 
world. Now we must experience that 
power that lies behind the world—the 
great eternal power of universal religion 
that stands like Maitreya upon the 
golden petals of the Lotus.

This is the substance of the esoteric 
doctrine concerning the next world re 
ligion.

(A Pu bl ic  Le c t u r e  by  Ma n l y Pa l me r  Ha l l )



0  H ero worship as the k.ey to Teutonic 
brutal ambitions and secret fears

The Neurosis 
of Europe

PA RT II — IS TH ER E A PLAN FOR 
PERM ANENT PEACE?

A/TILLIONS of our young people, 
fighting on foreign soil to preserve 

our concept of democracy, will win the 
physical war; this is beyond question. 
But to really win this war we must 
know exactly what we have fought for, 
and against. To know why we were 
required to make the sacrifice we have 
made, we must understand the meaning 
of two words, for back of them are the 
influences which brought this war about 
—the words are geopolitic, and meta- 
politic.

All too many of us do not know the 
words exist. We must know what they 
stand for and their far reaching in 
fluence, for we cannot otherwise cope 
with the ideology which lies behind 
them.

The kind of world we have known 
has come to an end. We realize every 
day that a new world is in the making 
—and that it will arise from the con 
flicts of ideals. It is our profound hope 
that the highest measure of idealism 
will win. But it will not win merely 
because we hope it will. Nor will it 
win because our leaders may have a 
vision that is capable of preserving our 
democratic institutions. Idealism will 
win only if we have a full and adequate 
understanding of the kind of ideas we 
are trying to root out, and if we are 
armed against the possibility of the 
same ideas coming back to us again in 
new terms and words.

Corrupt misinterpretation of ideals
rought about the present world con 

flagration; and so we have now to 
consider the second of these basically 
erroneous conceptions of life.

It is termed, metapolitic. The word 
itself means “that which lies beyond 
politics.” It implies super politics, or 
politics extended out of the merely phys 
ical into the intuitional, the abstract— 
it is inherent to the romanticist theology 
that has dominated Europe for centuries.

The so-called “father” of the meta 
political theory is the composer Richard 
Wagner. But after studying the fac 
tual evidence concerning this extraor 
dinary man I am inclined to believe that 
in many respects Wagner is more sinned 
against than sinning. Arguments thrown 
against Wagner’s personal political phi 
losophy of life are for the most part 
biased arguments. It seems to me that 
the post-Wagnerians, politically speak 
ing, are the ones primarily responsible 
for fathering upon Richard Wagner the 
metapolitical theory of modern Ger 
many.

But there is no doubt that Wagner’s 
philosophy was susceptible of such an 
interpretation. And also that the circle 
of neo-politicians and metapoliticians 
that gathered at Bayreuth were respon 
sible in a large measure for the rise of 
politics which has its present exponents 
in Adolph Hitler, Rosenberg, Goebbels, 
Goering, and others of that group.

Richard Wagner was a romanticist. 
He was one of those individuals who

56
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function in the adolescent, day-dream 
ing period of human evolutionary life, 
one who is not of a mind or of a nature 
to accept reality but must live by the 
dramatizing of every circumstance in his 
daily existence. The romanticist is a 
dramatizer and a hero worshiper. But, 
to say hero-worshiper is to go outside 
the limitation and boundary of German 
meiapolitic. Hero worship is something 
that exists in practically all human na 
ture; the hero is nothing more or less 
than the personification of the subjective 
neurosis of both individuals and groups. 
The hero is the embodiment of secret 
ambition, secret yearning, secret long 

ings. And to a measure, also of the 
secret fears and doubts of an inhibited, 
frustrated individual or nation.

We can determine very largely the 
true content of human nature by the 
type of heroes that races and individuals 
create. We can also determine the 
pathology of the human mind by the 
type of heroic conception arising in that 
mind, influencing it and affecting its 
function and attitude. In Europe, the 
hero has nearly always been a militarist 
in some form, a man of physical action. 
The farther back you go into the history 
of primitive people the more closely 
heroism is associated with and identi 
fied with physical power. The abori 
ginal concept of the hero is the strong

man; he who carried the heaviest war 
club, who had slain the greatest number 
of his enemies.

We must realize, too, the hero is not 
only the personification of the subjective 
impulse of a people, he is also the basis 
for the creation of its god-concept. In- 
gersoll observed on one occasion that an 
honest God is the noblest work of man. 
There is much truth in this statement, 
for even though the actual nature or 
identity of a deity is unchanged by be 
lief or unbelief, the gods of a people 
are to a great degree the personification 
of the heroic content in the conscious 
ness of that people. Primitive people 
worshiped deities who were gods of 
battle, gods of strife and discord, gods 
who destroyed their enemies, gods who 
protected their own and despised the 
rest. In this simple statement of the 
non-social consciousness of the primitive 
individual, we can see that he was not 
anti-social, he was unsocial. He had 
never experienced the concept that 
human beings could dwell together in 
any fraternity or accord.

The concept of racial gods, national 
gods, tribal gods, burdened the civiliza 
tions of the old world, destroying one 
after another the cultures of ancient 
times. This god-concept is simply ob 
jectification by the believer, who fashions 
his gods in his own image and in his 
own likeness.
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The hero myth is very similar to the 
deity myth, and in many cases the ele 
ments are hopelessly confused. Many 
of the ancient heroes were regarded as 
divine in origin. Some were accepted 
as embodiments of God, most of them 
were regarded at least as enjoying the 
peculiar favor of divinity.

Our present study is to be of one of 
these cycles of hero worship, one that 
has come into peculiar prominence in 
connection with German metapolitics: 
the hero worship is in the Siegfried 
myth of Germany.

For many years I have been studying 
Teutonic mythology, because it is a key 
to Teutonic psychology. I have found 
no clear indication—Rosenberg to the 
contrary—that in the Siegfried myth of 
Richard Wagner is justification for the 
German metapolitical theory. The in 
terpretation is, that in the witches’ caul 
dron of Bayreauth the elements of an 
cient legend and myth were brewed to 
gether to form the curious poison of the 
racial deity, the racial consciousness, the 
blood consciousness, the folk conscious 
ness of the German People. Not by any 
means is this a necessary deduction. The 
Siegfried of the Wagnerian cycle is not 
even a purely mythological being. Wag 
ner changed, rearranged, and practically 
rewrote Nordic mythology. Nordic 
mythology, far older than geopolitics or 
metapolitics, is recognizable as the same 
primitive, heroic belief that we find 
among the American Indians in their 
veneration for the hero they called 
“Great Rabbit”, the one we know as 
Hiawatha. It is, too, the hero found 
in Egypt in the Osirian cycle. It is 
found in all nations of antiquity. It is 
the indicator of the inevitable desire for
escape from neurosis which is present in 
all primitive people.

The Siegfried myth actually came to 
Europe from the near East, from the 
area of Chaldea and Babylon; it is a 
re-clothing of the eternal belief in the 
heroic state of man. The hero is the 
svmso of the human being himself;
“  hls ° Wn ,daydream of his own final 
j  Be'"S  limited in all things, man 
dreams of himself as unlimited“ being

restricted in every department of life, 
the human being envisions perfection as 
the complete escape from restriction.

Knowing their own inferiority, it is 
natural for human beings to dream of 
their own greatness.

A minor clerk remains a servant to 
wages for his entire lifetime but ever 
dreams of the day when he will be
president of the corporation. It is not 
likely that he ever will be; but his
dreams make his days endurable in 
escape that is responsible for his sur 
vival. It is for this very reason that 
the escape mechanism exists in the
human psyche. We are all dominated 
by one of two mechanisms. One is the 
escape from limitation, the escape me 
chanism. The other is the preservation 
of the ego, which is the defense mechan 
ism. And these two are in a sense two 
thieves between which man is eternally 
crucified.

The escape mechanism is normal and 
natural, but limited to all beings who 
have within themselves the will to be, or 
to become. In itself it is not necessarily 
dangerous. But when cultivated by pro 
paganda it can become an extremely 
powerful, potent, and destructive force.

The favorite escape mechanism of the 
American is success. We are all domin 
ated by the conception of a capitalistic 
superiority. What is commonly called 
a proletariat is in this country merely a 
capitalist without money. We have no 
acceptance of the dignity of middle class 
existence. We are all hopefully longing 
and even yearning toward entering that 
condition of opulence which has become
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to us the symbol of superiority. We caa 
be reasonably certain from available sta 
tistical information, and from experience 
also, that our probability of becoming 
economically opulent is exceedingly 
slight. Possibly one person in a million 
will achieve what he regards as his le 
gitimate destiny; but so tenacious is the 
American escape mechanism that we are 
willing, generation after generation, to 
go on gambling on the long chance that 
we will be that one. An equitable dis 
tribution of goods might bring security 
to most of us; but we refuse to set up 
that objective, preferring the hope that 
we will achieve our opulence, become 
the isolated one in a million.

This is but one concept of the hero 
myth. We have other forms of it.

Because by nature we are not a war 
like people we do not particularly deify 
warlike types of heroes. We direct 
chunks of hero worship to the screen, 
focusing an enormous attention on the 
motion picture actor and actress. We. 
deify our golf champions; we canonize 
our boxers; we apotheosize our tennis 
players; and we almost sanctify our 
baseball professionals and our college 
football players. It seems we have to 
have heroes of some kind, else we 
would not weave into the fabric of our 
national life a high eminence for 
crooners and the leaders of swing bands. 
Our types of heroes at least prove that 
in our psyche we are not a malicious 
lot. For if, to some measure, we in 
clude passing worship of outstanding 
criminals, perhaps it is because they 
have not remained in the round of 
monotony that we are in, and because 
they make front-page publicity. Our 
press highly venerates success.

The local boy who makes good—he is 
our basic hero. About him we have 
woven our own little mythology. We 
are just as much subject to the universal 
ailment of escape mechanism (if you’ll 
agree to call it that) as any other people 
on earth.

Our basic temperament inclines us to 
deify comparatively harmless types of 
human activity, so let us think a mo 
ment of how the psychology of Europe

differs from our own. If we give 
thought to the geopolitical basis of 
many things, and to the real politics 
which is the very root of all poli 
tical speculation, we realize that hu 
man beings are largely conditioned by 
longitude and latitude. Peoples are the 
conditioned result, to a considerable 
degree, of a kind of pressure that en 
vironment exercises upon personality. 
Europe is made up of a number of
comparatively small countries grouped 
together, long held in the vise of terri 
torial limitation, and with long tradi 
tional legends and fables behind them. 
They, too, have ancient hereditary likes 
and dislikes, particularly dislikes. The 
history of Europe is the history of man’s 
inhumanity to man.

T e rrito ry  like Alsace-Loraine has 
changed hands so many times that it is 
difficult to determine now who is the
rightful owner. The only persons un 
suspected of potential ownership are the 
Alsatians themselves.

We know that Europeans are divided 
by the most powerful dividing forces 
known to man.

The first of these is the impediment 
of language. Few of these peoples speak 
the same tongue. And even if they 
learn the languages of each other, they 
still think in their own.

The second important limitation is 
national boundaries. A national boun 
dary is represented physically by a series 
of stone markers and by little houses 
with gates across roads with guards who 
stand in these to pass you on or turn 
you back after they have decided your 
status.

A third potent and long significant 
factor, has been the comparative lack of 
good roads. Good roads are paths to 
ward the democracy of peoples.

Additional factors are religious differ 
ences, which, though they do not en 
tirely parallel national boundaries, still 
set up distinct boundary lines in the 
psyches of peoples, resulting in division 
between communities and within com 
munities.

An unstabilized European currency is 
another impediment.
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Circumstances such as these tend to 
divide; so these peoples, each in their 
own small departments, have sought to 
survive by intensification of their nation 
al conception of existence. Living in 
fear of their aggressive neighbors, they 
strive constantly to aggrandize them 
selves for the sake of ego-justification.

This makes them bad neighbors. Na 
tional histories are largely written as 
vindications of our own aggressions and 
castigations of the aggressions of our 
neighbors.

Applied to the lives of individuals, we 
note that the more neurotic an indi 
vidual becomes, the more anti-social he 
is likely to be. A neurotic needs contact 
with others. And it is this that he is 
most likely to resist. When as an indi 
vidual you have a neurosis, and you 
settle down to the process of nursing it, 
you must keep on remembering how 
sorry you are for yourself. Become sorry 
for something else and your neurosis 
slips. You can not be close to other 
people without realizing that they have 
troubles, too. A neurotic, in order to 
be a confirmed neurotic, must not be 
come informed about the difficulties of 
others; he must continue to overestimate 
his own, regard them as peculiar infirm 
ities.

We know also that in soul and heart 
European countries are exceedingly pro 
vincial. They are provincial because for 
the most part the European is limited 
financially, psychologically, and in travel 
and education to the indoctrination of a 
single viewpoint.

Those of you who have lived in 
France, probably the most cosmopolitan 
of the countries of Europe, are aware 
that France to the average Frenchman is 
the universe. A member of the French 
Academy once criticized a visiting Amer 
ican student. The American, he said, 
was evidencing bad taste in concerning 
himself with French affairs, which be 
longed solely and strictly to the French. 
He said that no one who spoke English 
could ever understand France. Further 
more, English was obviously nothing but 
tne French language mispronounced. It’s 
plain to see that such a viewpoint cud-

dled a neurosis; equally plain is the re 
lationship of such a point of view with 
the frequent collapse of French govern 
ments in the last twenty-five years.

To make a trip in France approxim 
ately equal to the distance from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles, is to a French 
man an experience of a lifetime. He 
will make his will, have his soul ad 
justed by a last few words with the local 
curé, bid his family an affectionate fare 
well, and otherwise prepare for this 
journey as though he were going to an 
other planet. But, go yourself to France 
and there ridicule the idea that a hun 
dred miles is a long trip, and then try 
to make that trip, and you will discover 
that in France a hundred miles is indeed 
a long journey. For over there is a 
different world, a different psychology, 
a different sphere of life. This differ 
ence is basic.

Great movements of humanity must 
begin in large areas of land. This is a 
geopolitical fact that the middle Europ 
ean has never accepted—that the great 
world movements of humanity have al 
ways begun in great continental areas, 
never in restricted areas. Our race was 
not born on an island, our great animal 
species were not created in a small terri 
torial area; the human race itself began 
in the largest area on the face of the 
earth—Asia. And equally true it is also 
that the great psychological, political, 
emotional, cultural, and educational 
changes of the race have been associated 
with large territorial distribution.

This is the reason why it has been 
possible for us to accomplish all that we 
have in the Western Hemisphere. Ours 
is a large territorial area which we are 
psychologically able to envision as a unit, 
even though there is considerable lack 
of psychological solidarity within our na 
tional unity. But the very size of our 
continent Has much to do with the size 
and breadth of our convictions concern 
ing the whole world. This is an im 
portant factor in the metapolitical point 
of view.

Metapolitic has already been defined 
as political romanticism, the escape of 
the individual from the liberal, the fac-
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tual, the rational, and the reasonable 
into the purely romantic. We must 
now clearly distinguish the clear line of 
demarcation between romanticism and 
idealism. Romanticism is a fairy-tale 
life, the story of Cinderella. Romanti 
cism is the belief that the fairy prince 
and the fairy princess lived happily ever 
after. If we are to believe the story of 
Cinderella—her treatment at the hands 
of her stepsisters, and so on—the almost 
inevitable conditioning of her psyche by 
this experience makes it quite improb 
able psychologically that she and the 
prince lived happily ever after. It is 
more likely that after a year or so of 
considerable stress either the prince or 
the princess journeyed to fairyland’s 
Reno. But that is not romanticism. 
One of the ways of preserving roman 
ticism is to end your story conveniently 
before its romanticism has an oppor 
tunity to wear thin. If it is impossible 
for the romanticist to prove from phys 
ical experience the reality of his romantic 
story, still he wants to believe it. And 
so the story of Cinderella exists in over 
twenty different systems of folklore, in 
cluding the Chinese, the Persian, the 
Hindu, and the American Indian. All 
these widely distributed peoples, with 
their hopes to live happily ever after, 
have found in it their romanticist dream.

In application of the romanticist point 
of view to the more practical problems 
of living, we realize that in order to 
maintain a romantic point of view it is 
necessary to deny a number of realities 
and ignore a number of others. If you 
deny enough, ignore enough, and inter 
pret with sufficient skill, you can create 
the appearance of solidity under the 
dream. Success in the spinning of these 
fables requires that you sell yourself an 
impossibility and make it stick.

We do that every day in small things. 
Life without a certain amount of ro 
manticism would be unendurable.

Idealism is something different. Great 
idealistic stories are those of human 
achievement, as distinguished from 
mythological. The story of Louis Pasteur 
has inspiration not because it ends with 
everyone living happily ever afterward,

but because it portrays the unselfish ded 
ication of a great person to a great pur 
pose. That is true also of the stories 
of great leaders of human thought: 
Socrates, Plato, Buddha, Pythagoras, 
Confucius, Lao-Tze. Stories of idealism 
are those of the strength of a human 
being dominated by a great ideal whose 
strength is stronger than life and stron 
ger than death. It is because of in 
domitable dedication to the greatest good 
of all that the great idealist emerges as 
the true racial hero. Out of the works

type of story, but a dramatic statement 
of eternal law in action, revealing a 
magnificent, transcendent truth. The 
story of Cinderella is wishful thinking; 
the story of Socrates is dynamic eternal 
accomplishment.

The early Christian Church found its 
great dream and ideal in the life of a 
man who suffered with humanity and 
so greatly loved his fellows that he gave 
his life for a dream. He lived only 
truth as he knew it, and died for his 
conviction. But this great example was 
not enough, because the average person 
neither wants to live nor die for his con 
victions. !

In the early and formative years of 
the Christian Church, St. Augustine of 
Hippo made some important observa 
tions. He said, Platonism failed to be 
come a great religion, and Christianity 
became great for one simple reason. It 
was, that the personality of Plato did 
not appeal to the imagination of the
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uninformed masses. Plato was a scholar; 
the average individual is not. Plato was 
a mathematician; the average individu 
al’s mathematics do not go beyond add 
ing up a grocery bill. Plato dreamed of 
world brotherhood; the average indi 
vidual wants to be left alone to live his 
own life in his own way.

Somewhere within the first twenty-five 
to fifty years of the Christian Church 
the leaders realized that it was necessary 
and essential to the creation of a great 
system of religion, that the simple life 
of the man who lived and died for a 
simple belief be glamorized. Idealism 
was not enough. Romanticism had also 
to be present. And romanticism arose 
in the form of stories of the miracles.

The miracle is the basic element of 
romanticism. When a nation creates a 
romantic hero it always embodies in that 
hero miraculous powers. Siegfried had 
a cap which made him invisible; he 
could understand the language of birds; 
he could talk with the gods. He pos 
sessed all kinds of extensions of power; 
he was the antithesis of man’s limita 
tion of power.

A great many individuals realize that 
they are insufficient, but they see before 
them only two paths towards sufficiency. 
One is hard work, and the other is mir 
acles. Hard work has of course never 
led in popularity. It is much easier to 
believe in the miraculous that may never 
happen than to shed romantic glamour 
and engage in the hard work which 
would produce the result. And so the 
religions of the world which have the 
greatest followings are those that prom 
ise the most for the least effort. Those 
with the smallest followings are the 
ones that advocate hard work. These 
bitter understandings are essential to a 
rational estimation of the problem that 
confronts us.

The romantic literature of Germany, 
the romanticism of the geo-political and 
metapolitical schools, has produced a 
group of young Germans who are ready 
to die for their romantic ideals. That 
is one of the tenets of romanticism. You 
may remember the personal application 
to that simple problem by a young Puri 

tan girl in New England three centuries 
ago. The young man who was courting 
her got down on his knees and cried out 
with all the romantic power in his soul, 
“Priscilla, I will die for you.” Priscilla 
said, “ ’Tis a fine thought, John, but 
will you get up and work for me!”

Right there is the difference between 
the romantic and the utilitarian point 
of view. It is strangely true that we 
value life so cheaply that we are quite 
willing to sacrifice our life for a dream 
rather than get up and work for a fact. 
German psychologists have exploited this 
human inclination to the ultimate, shap 
ing a citizenry into the most fanatical 
generation of men and women that the 
world has ever known. Not only are 
these Germans perfectly willing to die 
for their vol\, for their people, for their 
leader, their Fuehrer; they are willing, 
if necessary, to reenact the Götterdäm 
merung and tear the whole world to 
pieces and perish with it! This is pure 
romanticism. It is the definite ultimate 
of metapolitics.

Meta politic requires chasing a will-o- 
the-wisp, dedication of the mind to the 
service of illusion, embracing a fantasy 
that cannot be achieved. The absolute 
disproof of metapolitic lies in the most 
common of personal experiences. At 
some time in the life of most of us, be 
fore we finally reach that time when we 
depart from this vale of conflicting emo 
tions, we pass through some form of 
illness. It is good for every human in 
dividual in the course of living to be
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very sick at least once before that final 
sickness. It is very good for the indi 
vidual that at some time in his living 
he come near death, because there is 
nothing that more definitely rationalizes 
him than his own approach to the end 
of his own existence. According to the 
metapolitical fallacy, the individual lives 
for his State—his own existence is un 
important. Teutonic mobology has the 
definite teaching that the human being 
does not have a soul, that there is only 
a German soul, a collective soul. The 
individual is relatively unimportant, for 
that which is important is the folk, the 
whole, the community, the nation, the 
clan! And yet with the approach of the 
individual to his own decease comes an 
entire disproving of all this, for as we 
find this life slipping away from us we 
suddenly discover that not alone the na 
tion, but the world has become compar 
atively unimportant. The world is not 
leaving us, we are leaving the world.

In this hazard of transition we sud 
denly perceive the absolute fallacy of 
romanticism. The crisis brings us face 
to face with the reality. We are going 
to be alone! Our relationship to other 
things abruptly ceases in the drama of 
our relationship to ourselves. Our ro 
mantic sacrifice for illusion becomes un 
important— unless by that sacrifice we 
have in some way been enriched. The 
romanticist ever looks or fails to take 
into account that the idealist is build 
ing an inner life, whereas the metapo 
litician is trying to create a State from 
which he himself will soon depart leav 
ing nothing behind.

The metapolitical theory is thus  ̂ a 
total failure as a basis for the perfection 
of the conscientiousness of the individu 
al; it denies the significance of that con 
scientiousness. It denies the most basic 
impulse of the human soul, its realiza 
tion of its self-identity.

In the whole problem are many in 
teresting related elements, and these are 
going to rise again as they always have. 
A clear line of demarcation will  ̂ be 
drawn between two policies. Idealism 
and romanticism will have to fight out 
another war after we put the guns away.

And it will depend on who wins that 
war how long it will be before we have 
to dust off the guns again. The ro 
manticist might think he is fighting a 
war to end war, but the idealist realizes 
that unless the ideological content in 
human nature is intensified we can only 
achieve another armistice in an eternal 
war.

The neurosis of Europe is expressed in 
the words of such men as Field Marshal 
Ludendorff, who said, war is the most 
noble of the vocations of the human 
being. Now, why did he say that? Is 
it merely an arbitrary statement of an 
old Prussian general? No. We know 
exactly what it means, right here in our 
own country.

Many young men tell me that they 
are glad to be in the army, because it is 
the first escape they have ever had from 
monotony. Army life is adventure. 
And this the human soul is crying for 
in every industralized civilization.

The army, too, offers something that 
civilization has denied us— human com- 
radery. Now, that is interesting. In 
our peaceful way of life human beings 
cannot easily become friends; we have 
to go to war to become friends in great 
numbers and to understand each other.

The army also offers release from an 
other great handicap— the lack of glam 
our in our personal living. What we 
term efficiency has knocked out glam 
our. The mechanization of our entire 
civilization is the outstanding cause for 
escape romanticism, and the more we 
become civilized according to the effi 
ciency conception, the more we have of 
routine and method, the more clock- 
punching we do; and as we put more 
machines together on coupled motors 
and running belts, the more we become 
numbers and the less we become men; 
and thus we head with certainty toward 
breaking out in neurotic romanticism 
ourselves one of these days. W e’ve got 
to face that. We cannot deny a fifty 
percent constituent of human nature 
without becoming neurotic.

It is interesting to realize that for a 
great many young men and women the 
army has been the opening of a door
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into values which they never could have 
experienced under our system of living. 
Military service has caused a great deal 
of sorrow and pain and suffering, and 
yet it has also been one of the most 
democratic forces in our living. It has 
taken people out of communities and 
shuffled them back and forth across the 
country. It has enabled millions to 
travel in other lands, to visit other na 
tions, to become aware of the existence 
of other peoples. And the proof of 
change is the mounting tide of anxiety 
concerning what we are going to do 
with these Americans when they come 
back. We know they are going to come 
back bigger than when they left.

Is it not both disturbing and pathetic 
that we had to make soldiers of them 
and put them through the grind of a 
destructive world mechanism in order to 
give them the release and perspective 
and a vision of life appropriate to citi 
zens of a new kind of world?

One of our big psychological prob 
lems is going to be the relationship of 
the young person and his family back 
home, those whose thinking is weightily 
concerned with the possibility of a new 
icebox six months after the war. For 
back to them is coming a generation of 
individuals who have grown more than 
is possible in the normal experience op 
portunities of our peaceful citizens in 
fifty years. Possibly this is one of the 
things Field Marshal Ludendorf was 
thinking about.

He was undoubtedly thinking, also, in

terms of the uniform as a tremendous 
romantic escape mechanism. A little 
person who has never been anything, 
who has lived his daily existence as a 
twenty dollar a week clerk, suddenly be 
comes important. He gains part of that 
magnificent ego-satisfaction that comes 
to the policeman when he puts the 
badge on. For millions of young people 
the uniform is an opportunity to be a 
little bit superior, to represent something 
a little more important than they have 
ever known before. And—at this parti 
cular stage in the game anyhow— they’re 
sure of a certain amount of adulation.

War is thus to be seen as an escape 
from personal neurosis; but it is a piti 
ful thing that that is the way in which 
escape has to come. Even now, civiliza 
tion reserves its highest rewards, its 
highest praise, and its highest adulation 
for its military heroes, and innumerable 
heroes of peace go ignored, and un 
known, and unsung. This element of 
the old traditional pattern is still exer 
cising its influence in our way of life.

War is a romantic adventure until we 
get close enough to it to see how grue 
some it really is. And because we as 
a nation are not particularly experienced 
in warfare, we have little of the realiza 
tion that Europe has of the tremendous 
burden of war. To us the burden is 
largely economic; to them the burden is 
intensely real in a tragic way of which 
we have no conception.

But we can know that this war, as an 
experience in consciousness, is tremen 
dous, extremely significant, world-chang 
ing. The young men and women who 
are coming back from this war will 
never fit back into the old pattern; they 
will never fall back into the old ways; 
they have had a romantic experience 
resulting in an intense idealism born in 
fox holes and jungles—an idealism that 
could never have come to them under 
the conditions and circumstances under 
which we live.

Now we come to another problem. If 
the individual is important; if the State 
exists for the individual, which is the 
pattern and precept of democracy, then 
let us recognize tbe extension of this to
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its reasonable and rational end, rather 
than stopping in midstream the way we 
have always done. If then, the purpose 
of the world as a whole is to support 
the motion of individuals toward the 
completeness of their own living, we 
have not only failed politically, but we 
have failed industrially, and economically.

Industrial romanticism is not very dif 
ferent from political romanticism. Un 
der the romantic glamour of building 
bigger buildings and bridges than ever 
before, we are concealing the absolute 
absence of the protection of the indi 
vidual in his order of living. This is 
bound to result in an ultimate neurosis. 
We wonder today why approximately 
fifty percent of American men of mili 
tary age are nervously, emotionally, or 
mentally unfit— not that there is any 
thing terribly wrong with them, but 
they are not basically healthy—so there 
must be something wrong with a world 
that produced them. And a world that 
produces a large percentage of its ma 
ture population mentally, emotionally, 
and nervously unsound is not function 
ing ideologically for the good of its peo 
ple. Ideologically speaking, the actual 
good of the people has been sacrificed 
to a policy which is idealistic to the de 
gree that it departs from natural law.

We are coming soon to a parting of 
the ways on that particular problem. 
Let us then realize that we are now on 
the threshold of a great period of poli 
tical determinism. The next 25 years 
in the history of this country is going to 
be a period devoted to the clarification 
of the policy by which we are to live. 
We are basically a democratic people 
and we want a democratic solution; but 
we want a solution, and not merely a 
romanticist’s escape mechanism. The 
average American is a neurotic regard 
less of anything else that may be said 
about him. What is the basic reason 
for an American neurosis? Well, one of 
the chief reasons is success. We have 
become completely the servant to our 
own conveniences, luxuries, and success 
mania. We are now confronted with de 
ciding whether we are living in order 
to release something from within our 

selves, or whether we are working from 
now till the end of our lives to pay for 
the extravagances of our emotions.

We have become— or we were, before 
this world war—a nation of annual auto 
mobile buyers, annual radio buyers, latest 
model washing machine buyers, if we 
could get them. We have become a 
people whose desire for luxury has 
placed us in absolute bondage to our 
own implements, devices, and mechan 
ical equipment. We have mechanized 
ourselves to the degree that we must 
live year after year as cogs in an intense 
production system, or else not have the 
wherewithal for a decent existence. The 
result is we are neurotic.

Wealth has become our romantistic 
escape mechanism, and instead of becom  
ing, (which is the ideal), we have sub 
stituted for being something, ourselves, 
the mere accumulation of external things.

Off on this wrong extreme, we fell 
into the second dilemma, and that was 
competition. Competition is essential to 
our way of life, because we know there 
is not enough and there will never be 
enough for everybody to have all of any 
thing. But no one is really, completely, 
romantically satisfied with less than all.

We get something by taking it away 
from one who has it. And, in turn, to 
reestablish his own footing, that one 
then takes it away from someone else. 
This process of thus getting it, if you 
can, from someone is nothing more or 
less than geopolitic—industrial geopolitic.

Geopolitic says, “I need more land be 
cause I can use it; and so I will take it 
away from anyone I can get it away 
from. If I succeed in getting it, that 
proves my right to have it; and I should 
be regarded not only as honorable but 
as exceptional.” That’s the whole geo 
politic philosophy in a nutshell.

The same is applicable where the in 
dividual takes the opportunity in war 
time to make unreasonable profits, 
where he goes on strike in the midst of 
a production program. Not only does 
he injure the program, he does some 
thing infinitely worse— he disillusions 
others as to the integrity of their fellow- 
men. The most terrible thing that can
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happen in any social order is for the in 
dividual to lose faith in other individuals.

Competition is a natural outcome when 
individuals build superiority on accumu 
lation. The end will come to the geo 
political and metapolitical fallacy with 
the establishment of a working idealism.

We can never have anything but a 
series of exploitations so long as we have 
a neurotic world. A neurotic is one 
who has lost his sense of values and is 
incapable of detecting imposture. He 
waits for an Adolph Hitler to come 
along and voice his general dissatisfaction.

There is only one answer to ridding 
the world of its neuroses— it is so simple 
and practical that no one has ever 
thought of it—it is the necessity for put 
ting our own house in order ourselves. 
We will then neither produce nor en 
courage a variety of fantastic schemes to 
accomplish this purpose at our expense.

The metapolitical escape mechanism is 
going to be present everywhere in the 
world among all peoples just so long as 
there is one great problem that is not 
solved. It is, that the basic motive be 
hind human action is the desire to be 
happy. We are not sure just what 
would make us happy because nearly 
everything we ever tried failed us, but 
we like to believe that something we 
haven’t got is going to make us happy 
when we get it. When it doesn’t make 
us happy we try something else. Life 
is an eternal quest for happiness, which 
begins at the cradle and ends at the 
grave but never accomplishes its goal. 
Happiness is wholly elusive. Those 
who have it cannot bestow it upon any 
one else. Those who do not have it 
cannot learn its secret from anyone else. 

Happiness” is a broad, intangible term 
to cover an internal contentment. It is 
something that will spring from what 
we are, and not from what we have.

But contentment—an inner sense of 
well-being, an inner relaxation from ar- 
ti cial tension, and an inner sense of the 
significance of action, usefulness—this 
nia es what we broadly term “happiness.”

Now, what have we? An ideological 
tructure which teaches us to be happy, 

romanticist structure which teaches

us to be successful.
Europe’s form of romanticism—as it 

has been breaking out, breaking up, 
and breaking down—is something we 
are also threatened with here. Our form 
of escape romanticism is toward success, 
success which we have never defined— 
beyond knowing that we are seeking to 
achieve it each at the expense of the 
other. How can one excel without com 
peting? How can an individual be superi 
or without inflicting inferiority? How 
can he be greater without someone else 
being less? That’s a fine problem, to a 
great degree it is our life’s problem.

And the answer is obvious. So ob 
vious that we won’t even see it.

There is only one way in which an 
individual can become more without 
anyone else becoming less; and that is 
through his own internal growth. You 
can accumulate all the wisdom of the 
world and no other individual will be a 
whit less wise. You can achieve all the 
beauty in life without taking beauty 
from anyone else. You can have all the 
learning you want without making any 
one else less learned. You can become 
anything without taking it from another. 
But you cannot possess anything without 
taking it from another by some means. 
We excuse the taking on the basis that 
we earn. That is largely illusion. The 
truth remains that the goal of Nature is 
the perfection of the individual. That 
is the only superiority which Nature will 
sustain. It is the only path of life which 
Nature approves; it is the only one 
upon which she will bestow her bene 
diction. The entire theory of competi 
tive existence is outlawed by natural 
law itself. Those who try to live by 
competition are eternally in conflict with 
an inevitable force over which they have 
no possible hope for ultimate victory.

Now, going back into another bracket 
of our problem: the European neurosis 
originated in war, in the domination of 
peoples, in the domination of class by 
class. It was inherited from the feudal 
overlords. The entire romantic theory 
of Nazism is based upon the right of 
domination and the privilege of being 
dominated. It is a neurosis that is
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spawned repeatedly in all parts of the 
world, wherever class distinction, race 
distinction, and economic distinction 
create inordinate anpbition or inordinate 
despair. These things can never be apart. 
While one man is rich and another man 
is poor, one of these men will be a 
neurotic.

In addition to the natural neurosis, 
which is abstract, abstruse, and difficult 
to define, we must realize that neurosis 
is dissatisfaction with one’s self mani 
festing as the dissatisfaction with every 
thing else. It is our own sense of dis 
satisfaction with our own state seeking 
escape by accusations against the state 
of others. It is this neurosis that is re 
sponsible through the centuries for civi 
lizations having been successively over 
thrown by barbarians. In it is the rea 
son why afflicted minorities overthrow 
their own overlords, as in the case of 
the French Revolution. It explains why 
there is always beneath the surface of 
our civilization an eternal seething dis 
content, one that bubbles to the surface 
through the utterances of such malcon 
tents as Karl Marx, Frederick Nietzche, 
and Herr Rosenberg, who is the mouth 
piece of Hitler’s philosophical institu 
tion of metapolitic.

These problems are seething in Japan, 
in China, and India. They are every 
where. And they will go on plaguing 
humanity just so long as the human be 
ing believes that competition is the life

of trade. Just as long as we believe that 
superiority is to be achieved by the sub 
jugation of other people. The eternal 
discontent will exist just so long as there 
is periodic turning over of the barrel to 
find out what’s at the bottom, with the 
fond hope that that which is at the 
bottom is stuff different from that which 
is at the top. For when the bottom 
becomes the top, it in turn, afflicts the 
new bottom.

Superiority measured in the subjuga 
tion of others, the domination of them, 
and the possession of their goods, is the 
problem that a great many young men 
in fox-holes are thinking through for 
themselves. They are realizing that 
democracy has to be re-interpreted. We 
can no longer view democracy as the 
privilege of individuals to succeed at 
the expense of each other. Democracy’s 
purpose is voluntary, intelligent coopera 
tion of human beings for the common 
good.

It is the privilege of the individual to 
cooperate. It is his dramatic, personal 
decision to be friendly that stamps him 
as a true member of the democratic fra 
ternity. To be bound to the produc 
tion wheel by overlords is slavery. But 
he is wholly free when he is bound to 
his useful task by the realization of his 
mutual responsibility with all others for 
the good of all. This is self-determina 
tion as the enlightened democratic 
thinker knows it.



68 HORIZON Spring

We must recognize that the whole 
theory of competitive living is just as 
metapolitical as the so-called policies of 
Richard Wagner— and the Wagnerian 
circle represented by Chamberlain. And 
I don’t mean Neville Chamberlain, but 
Chamberlain, the composer Wagner’s 
son-in-law, who said the goal of life is 
the achievement of world power.

Metapolitic is a romanticism toward 
universal, temporal power. Whether 
that temporal power be obtained by the 
sword, by the stock market, by industry 
or finance, whether it be achieved at a 
table or on a battlefield, makes no dif 
ference. It is all metapolitical.

As long as the impulse for world 
domination survives, that long will the 
German Metapolitical Institute have 
something to work with all over the 
globe. If we break it up after this war, 
force it under cover and destroy its or 
ganization, it is only a matter of time 
before the romanticists can rebuild it, 
because as long as selfishness exists, meta 
politic will have something to feed on; 
and it will live.

The only end to it is the substitution 
of a more adequate understanding of 
the laws and principles governing hu 
man relationships and the human estate. 
Therefore, where metapolitic ends some 
thing else must come in.

For the purpose of creating something 
and making use of an instrument that 
has been given to the world within the 
last hundred years—the most interesting 
and potentially significant instrument we 
have received in recent times—I have 
coined a term, “psycho-politic.” This 
term covers the application of the laws 
governing psychology, abnormal and cul 
tural, to the problem of perfecting the 
psyche of the world soul. Psycho-poli 
tic aims toward solution of a problem in 
terms of philosophy.

Unless this solution is attained we will 
certainly be at war again within twenty- 
five years. Already much of the pro 
gress we have made has been lost by the 
assurance that we are winning the war.

,1s. 's exactly what the German Meta- 
pohucal Institute hopes for. The Ger 

mans hope to get our minds so com 
pletely on buying new automobiles and 
buying homes that we will forget the 
existence of war lords. They want us 
to be lulled into a security that is not 
solutional. They hope to continue with 
their full determination, and they have 
had it for a long time, that as human 
beings continue a basic pattern of in 
humanity to man the possibility ever 
exists for the German superstate. So long 
as selfishness exists in individuals there is 
hope of lumping it together, using it as 
raw material for a world tyranny.

So, the third bracket of the problem, 
which will be next taken up, is consider 
ing this matter in terms of a real solu 
tion. It calls for a solution that will pre 
vent the present Allied powers from fall 
ing into disagreement before the guns 
stop firing. It calls for a solution that 
will prevent our nation from wishfully 
thinking that Americans are going to 
be able to continue in the old way of 
selfish, personal exploitation — and the 
notion that these young men and women 
coming back are not going to be able to 
have their say. They are going to have 
their say! And one of the best things we 
can do is, to say the things they have 
discovered more loudly and more clearly 
than they can say it. Then meet them 
with a world that justifies the sacrifice 
they have made to bring it about.

To have this tremendous conflict dis 
rupting the young lives of millions is 
serious enough, but if this conflict fails 
to reveal to us the complete failure of 
the competitive way of life, that will be 
the greatest tragedy of all.

If we do not see that, metapolitic will 
rise again; and the idealism of man will 
fall once more before the romanticism 
of the neurotics.

The solution to the problem of per 
manent peace is not one to be stated in 
the terms of the countries of the earth, 
but in terms of qualities in human con 
sciousness.

(A  P u b l i c  L e c t u r e  b y  M a n l y  P a l m e r  H a l l .
Suggested reading'. T h e  S e c r e t  D e s t in y  

o e  Am e r ic a )



#  T he indications for the new  
astrological year

World Trends

T TH IN K  we shall see, before the end
of 1945, the mechanism for a general 

world government pretty well set up. I 
think we shall see a strong intensifica 
tion of the presently abstract pattern, a 
transformation of a general idea into a 
working program. Whatever the pro 
gram sets up, immediately the “fors” 
and “againsts” will align themselves. We 
can not hope that all men will agree on 
anything; they never have. Therefore, 
it is going to be important that each in 
dividual become sufficiently informed so 
that he will throw his weight toward 
that which is the greatest good. Exactly 
how strong the organization for world 
government will be I am not attempting 
to predict, except in this sense, that it 
will have to be something far more ef 
fective than the League of Nations, far 
more stable than the Hague Conference; 
and that the setup for an international 
mechanism will almost certainly depend 
for its survival and integrity of achieve 
ment upon the part the United States 
plays in the integration of the pattern. 
We are at a crossroads this year. We 
must either accept leadership, or prepare 
to be a follower. We can straddle the 
fence no longer. If we do not take 
on the responsibility of world direction, 
that privilege will pass to another.

I believe we are awakening to the sig 
nificance of leadership, and in 1945 will 
see definitely that we must either dom 
inate or be dominated in the course of 
international development. It need not 
be a difficult decision, for the entire 
world is willing to accept us as the ar 
biter of its future.

There is also the probability that a 
man will come forward— very likely he 
will come out of this country—who will 
be given the particular task of leading 
in the formulation of the policy and 
program for world organization against 
the possible menace of any individual 
nation to common good.

While this will probably not be the 
last war in history, it probably is the 
last conflict of its kind. As we set up 
a mechanism to dominate world policy 
and outlaw robot nations and dicta 
torial ambitions, we will shift the con 
flict on to another level. Conflict will 
not end; it will always be present, for 
as one man told me not long ago, “I 
have to be fighting with someone else 
in order to be at peace with myself.” 
But, more and more, the shift is away 
from matter into mind; and, as now 
there are battles in the physical world, 
some day there will be battles in the 
mental world. Wars will be fought in 
the mind. Conflict of all kinds will con 
tinue on all levels of life, but we can 
have the very great hope that gradually, 
with set-backs—and these there will be 
—that a strong international conscious 
ness will in time outlaw the type of 
militaristic war we know. There will 
be other types of war, such as wars of 
industry and monopoly, wars in econo 
mics, wars in policies, wars in convic 
tions, wars in various ideological distri 
bution. But we will do much toward 
meeting the world war type of conflict 
by acquiring an international viewpoint, 
and I am sure that the framework of a 
new international government will be 
fairly well established by the end of the 
year 1945.

The second problem to be taken up 
in terms of world policy is the economic 
one. World economics will be consider 
ably upset in 1945. The emerging 
struggle is stronger and more clear cut, 
and the future economic war will be 
one to determine whether or not econ-



VO HORIZON Spring

omic policy is going to follow the inter 
national political policy. A solid poli 
tical policy is impossible as long as eco 
nomics is at variance with it, for we 
know beyond any doubt that economics 
is a determining force in any interna 
tional disagreement. We can never have ' 
a democratic world and autocratic eco 
nomics. One will destroy the other. 
Consequently, we will find that as the 
international pattern works toward world 
democracy in policies, that the war for 
economic autocracy will become infin 
itely more intense. I expect definitely 
that the economic pressure will assume 
important proportions in 1945. I am not 
inferring depression; nor any economic 
hardship on the individual. My refer 
ence is large motions of great money, 
seeking to control or overshadow the 
policy of international democracy—this 
we will not feel now, but the motions 
may mean success or failure to the 
things we are sacrificing for today.

In other words, if our international 
unification idea falls under economic 
pressure, we might just as well forget 
the whole thing; it will never succeed. 
The beginning of a war in economics 
will soon be emerging out of the peace 
that is to come on the battlefield; and 
it will be a most subtle war in which 
every instrument of intrigue will be 
used to the fullest possible advantage. 
This type of war will strike the average 
person in his most sensitive area, his 
pocket-book. You will remember the 
story of the ancient Greek who went 
down the streets of Athens weeping 
bitterly; as he passed Diogenes, the sage 
turned to his disciple and said, “That 
man has lost money; his tears are genu 
ine.”

But, I believe, there is no danger of a 
serious economic depression in 1945, so 
far as the average person is concerned. 
His finances will be as good or nearly 
as good as now. A very large current 
will be moving under the surface, how 
ever, and it may have great effect in the 
years ahead. Thoughtful people must 
be aware of the definite struggle for 
economic control in the postwar world.

As to the general relationship between 
nations in 1945, I believe we will have

a deluge of treaties, fraternal minglings, 
hand shakings, good-will ambassadors, 
and all the outer paraphernalia of inter 
national accord. We need not take these 
too seriously, for I can not believe that 
the average nation is as yet awakened 
to the true consciousness of good-fellow 
ship. They will struggle, superficially, 
with it, because at the moment it is the 
stylish way to feel. Yet, they will still 
feel they have the right to hope that 
the handshake can be followed by the 
shakedown. There will be many over 
tures, much international propaganda; 
the press will have a very big year; it 
will be reporting all the phenomenal cir 
cumstances, carefully avoiding the pro 
found implications. Unquestionably, the 
tendency will be to develop something 
which has been needed for years, and 
that is the international press. If the 
world sets up an international policy, 
that international policy should have its 
own press, its own radio. In all prob 
ability this will be done.

The sessions of this international body 
should be broadcast thoughout the 
world. The radio has had a profound 
effect upon politics; in large measure it 
has taken the place of the press in the 
moulding of public opinion. The advan 
tage of radio is, that whereas the press 
can be easily dominated by pressure, 
and many times distortions and mis 
statements appear in newspapers, the 
radio projects that which individuals ex 
press themselves, and the listener re 
ceives exactly what the speaker intends 
to convey. This has already had a mea 
surable effect upon pressure politics. 
Radio will be very important in inter 
national politics.

There will also be a great epidemic 
of literature dealing with the postwar 
world. The postwar world emerges as 
the great theme.

In the relationship of lands, homes, 
and property, the people as a whole are 
better off in 1945 than in 1944. Land 
is more productive, food is more avail 
able, home life will begin to emerge in 
countries that have been dominated for 
years. The home life, which is the 
basis of human society, will be restored 
in a considerable measure. There will
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be a large number of reunions of fami 
lies, the bringing together of folks long 
separated, the re-establishment of small, 
local enterprises and industries, the re 
establishment of homes, the bringing 
back of little farms and the corner store. 
That is the international picture. It 
may not affect us as directly as other 
nations; but the motion will be in the 
foreground of the entire picture for the 
coming year.

Concerning young people and their 
problems: There will be a general mo 
tion toward stability. Young peopie are 
not as great a problem as we think. 
One of the things Nature has done is 
to create a new generation to carry on 
a new idea. That has been true from 
the beginning. Every generation must 
carry on the work of its own time; and 
if the young folks of today seemingly 
are extremely difficult, let us remember 
we have ushered them into the most 
difficult period in history. If they ap 
proach life with a different viewpoint 
from the older generation, let us be 
mindful of the fact that the life of today 
is a new life, an entirely different pagean 
try from any previously experienced. 
There will be great emphasis upon the 
force and power of youth in 1945. Youth 
will do a great deal to assure a program 
which older people might be afraid to 
assume. And we will do well to re 
member that these young folk must 
carry out that program after we are 
gone; let us not be too ready to limit 
them.

Health is going to impose a difficult 
world situation. A great deal of pressure 
lies ahead. We are always under the 
threat of epidemical diseases wherever 
there are military or social upheavals. 
We have been comparatively fortunate 
up to the present time, because we have 
brought unparalleled scientific knowl 
edge to bear upon the problems of war 

time health; but still hanging over us, 
as in the last three years, are indica 
tions of health problems, pestilences and 
plagues, from diseases that are air borne, 
affecting particularly the nervous and 
respiratory systems. Particularly in the 
latter part of 1945, we will all have to 
fight the tendency of epidemical disease.

Of course, whenever there is war the 
death rate is high; but the expectancy 
in the nativity of this war year covers 
a high death rate not from military 
causes. It may involve nervous tension, 
epidemical disease, affecting ■ men living 
in localities very different from their ac 
customed environment and detrimental 
to their health.

The year 1945 is going to bring about 
a marked change in the military prob 
lems we face. Since 1939, and up to 
the present time, I have not predicted 
peace in any year, against the opinions 
of many who held variously that the 
war would last one year, two years, 
three years, four years, five years. The 
indications up to 1944 did not justify 
any hope that the war would be ter 
minated, many of the world’s so called 
experts, military and civilian, to the con 
trary notwithstanding. But I do feel 
impelled to suggest that there is a good 
possibility that the European conflict 
will be over in 1945.

I do not feel we can safely predict 
the termination of the Asiatic war.

There are indications for 1945 that 
point to a good probability of the Eur 
opean war being over, if  this might 
seem to be an obvious conclusion let it 
be recalled that a few months ago it 
was loudly an obvious conclusion that 
it would be over in 1944.

The termination of this war will, I 
believe, result in a number of important 
phenomena. First, we are now defin 
itely confronted with the socialization 
of a large part of Europe. We must 
face it as a motion, not as an ultimate 
condition, and anticipate that it is go 
ing to arise in nearly all the coun 
tries that have been involved in the war. 
Most of these countries have been badly 
governed, victimized by politicians and 
political schemes, and also governed by 
persons whose visions were not suffi-
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A
ciently clear, and whose policies were 
not sufficiently sound, to preserve even a 
small nation in any condition of world 
security. Nearly all nations, too, have 
been dominated by isolationist policies, 
as nearly anyone knows who knows 
Europe. A country so small that you 
could walk across it in a day, was still 
an isolationist country, completely sur 
rounded by other isolationist countries.

One of the reasons why so many 
small nations were the victims of ag 
gression in this present war was because 
these small nations failed utterly to 
unite themselves together into any kind 
of a protective pattern. Even if only 
four or five small nations had united, 
in all probability they would not have 
been over-run. But this lack of union 
in a world demanding union is a karmic 
load for which these nations paid heavi 
ly. The government of these nations 
was largely at fault, how largely we will 
not know until the end of the war.

The end of the European war will 
confront us with the reorganization, 
politically and economically, of most of 
the nations of Europe. There are a few 
that are strong enough and large enough 
to control this motion themselves; but 
there will be a considerable amount of 
confusion unless the influence of a strong 
international policy steps in immediately. 
If we leave these nations to their own 
devices we will be at war again in 
twenty years. They have not the vision, 
the skill or perspective to go solidly in 
ternational. With the exception of Swit 
zerland, most of the small nations are 
extremely provincial in their perspective.

ations develop within the territories, 
and small territories have a tendency to 
unit perspective. One of the reasons 

tor our breadth of tolerance is the great

land expanse of the United States. 
Small land areas are nearly always in 
habited by peoples provincial in their 
thinking. There are a few exceptions; 
mostly where the nations abide at a 
crossroads in industry or commerce.

A few governments now in exile will 
remain in exile permanently. Others 
will be re-established on the old line 
only to collapse. There is a present gen 
eral tendency for all nations to verge to 
ward democracy. What we know of 
democracy is mainly a way of life pre 
valent in the Western Hemisphere, but 
the democracy in Europe is largely social 
istic; and we must be prepared to meet 
the challenge of that situation. I think 
we will have the machinery in action 
in time; and in all probability the 
greater part of the European area will 
be returned to its condition of, we might 
say, peaceful warfare, which it enjoyed 
prior to the outbreak of the conflict. A 
few of the older governments will go 
back and be accepted, the majority will 
not; and the effort of major powers to 
maintain the status quo will be notably 
unsuccessful in many instances.

I think a large part of European hos 
tilities will be over by the end of 1945; 
that is, war’s particular type of hostilities. 
I think we can predict hostilities for 
Europe so long as it remains a continent. 
It will take a long time to break down 
oldtime policies and barriers, for there 
is a marked tendency among European 
peoples to drift back into small thinking 
and to become isolationist again.

There is a definite tendency for them 
to become fatalistic and negative in their 
thinking this year. There is a pressure 
throughout the world in the effort of 
despotism to realign itself. I want to 
point out that on the day this war is 
over, as a military experience, dictator 
ship as a psychological force will be re 
born instandy. The effort to establish 
dictatorship over the world will be even 
much more intense after this war than 
during it. But the dictators will have 
learned a lesson. They will be far more 
subtle and will attempt to control in 
new and less obvious ways. Dictator 
ship as an ambition of mankind is only 
at its beginning. With each increase



1945 WORLD TRENDS 73

in educational standards we become 
more power-minded and efficiency- 
minded, and the more completely we 
school our people the more dictators we 
will be confronted with. Dictatorship 
is present wherever human ambition runs 
high. Human ambition increases with 
education. We cannot hope to escape 
the implication of dictatorial policy.

Also, I want to point out in connec 
tion with the year, that we are going to 
have a considerable amount of religious 
agitation. Religion is a great instrument 
of propaganda. Religion is also a great 
instrument of war. A large percentage 
of our wars have been religiously motiv 
ated, and a large part of individual hero 
ism is religiously maintained. Religion 
is conviction, not necessarily theology, 
and without convictions very few changes 
can take place in world civilizations.

Religion is also at the threshold of 
marked changes. The dictatorial ambi 
tions of the human mind are very likely 
to select religion as one of their oudets; 
and I would not be at all surprised to 
see pressure groups taking over, so far 
as they can, the religious institutions of 
society, in order to accomplish that 
which the league of world civilizations 
would attempt to prevent politically.

There is no doubt that religion is be 
ing used daily as a powerful weapon of 
propaganda. It is also being used to 
maintain the status quo. It is being 
used to prevent any change in the social 
state of man. There is a wide conflict 
developing here; and when it comes 
down to a postwar policy, we will never 
have one that will endure until we are 
able to unite the religious consciousness 
of race behind it. An example of that 
is the breakdown of the East Indian re 
form movement as the result of em 
phasis upon prejudices.

The Japanese situation, I  think, we 
will find a bit spotty in 1945. I do not 
think we will have a very easy time, 
and I do not believe it will go as well 
as we hope. That ultimate victory will 
be achieved is beyond question, but  ̂I 
do not believe we will achieve a rapid 
victory. The Asiatic war has all the 
possibilities of dragging out for a long 
time.

I think also, an important and diffi 
cult situation will arise in China this 
year. I think China will present us 
with the most difficult political problems 
we have to face. The internal life of 
China in 1945 is terribly afflicted, and 
it looks as though the Chinese are going 
to pass through an exceedingly trying 
period.

World governments are marked again 
this year, as they have been for some 
time, with death and loss of leaders. 
Prominent political personalities, leaders 
of countries, will either lose power, or 
lose their lives. They will be subject to 
unusual affliction through this coming 
year, and a number of them will go 
into permanent retirement away from 
their countries and thrones.

Also, there will be considerable up 
heavals within some of the larger states 
of the world, states that have previously 
been comparatively secure. There is no 
particular solutional angle apparent for 
the problem of reconstructing European 
government. It will be a problem in 
hodge podge for the present. Interna 
tional friendship will be sorely threat 
ened, and if we are not extremely care 
ful we will come out at the end of 1945 
united in a large political and sociolo 
gical front, and utterly disunited under 
the surface.

We are going to have an exaggeration 
of the state of things as they are now. 
The world is universally suspicious. 
When the human mind does not know 
what else to do, it suspects someone of 
something else. In international policies 
we are suspicious of everyone, sometimes 
justly, and at other times unjusdy; but 
we rather resent others being suspicious 
of us, whether jusdy or unjustly. And 
all the world is like that. I do not be-
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lieve that any permanept friendship will 
be developed this year unless human be 
ings go against impulse, and go against 
it very strongly. Of course, a large part 
of suspicion may be explained by econ 
omic factors. We are suspicious of 
that which will cost anything; and yet 
we are perfectly willing to waste every 
thing according to our own conceits.

The United States is in danger of de 
veloping a couple of animosities. I 
think we may have more and more ten 
dency to break with certain of our al 
lies. This tendency is human but re 
grettable; and every effort should be 

made to combat this tendency by the 
application of will power and personal 
incentive.

Now, let us consider nations other 
than our own and see what we may 
expect for them this coming year.

One foreign power that interests all 
of us is Russia. The Russian situation 
for 1945 is consistendy good. Russia 
will unquestionably make great ad 
vances, and achieve a considerable mea 
sure of military success. Russia will ex 
tend its power, dominion, policies, and 
influence. This will be confusing and 
disappointing to some; but it is one of 
those inevitables about which there is 
very little we can do. We must learn 
to adjust to this problem. It is beyond 
dur solution; but we can adjust and 
adapt the consciousness of our own pur 
pose so we can attain a basic integrity 
of relationship.

It will be impossible to eliminate 
Russia or Russian policy from our world 
at the present time; therefore, we must 
recognize the challenge of Russia, and 
also preserve our own integrity against 
the encroachment of Russian psychology. 
The simplest and most obvious way of 
accomplishing this is to make our own 
system work. If our own system works, 
we should have no fear of another man’s 
system. If our own system breaks 
down, then we are in constant hazard. 
There is nothing that we need to fear 
except the weakness of ourselves.

ff, instead of worrying about Russia, 
we would spend some of our energy in 
perfecting our own institutions, we

would not have anything to worry about,
for spme time to come at least. But we 
must realize that Russia represents a 
problem and its solution is important to 
our people. In woeful and terrible 
blundering we have had a situation in 
the last six months in which we have 
expended much printer’s ink in a defin 
ite attack upon an ally. That is both 
bad sportmanship and bad business, and 
certainly cannot be regarded as helpful 
toward a basis of a good understanding 
of Russia, or gainful of Russia’s respect 
for us and cooperation with us in the 
preservation of our own institutions.

There are Americans who feel that 
we can attack others with perfect justi 
fication, but that they should not attack 
us. It doesn’t work that way. We need 
to calm down, to realize that our ani 
mosity is breeding bad blood—where 
there may or may not have been any be 
fore, but certainly there will be if we 
keep at it. We are immeasurably in 
debted to Russia for her powerful assis 
tance in one of the most difficult war 
crises in our national life, and though 
we may differ, and do differ, in many 
instances, this is not the time to attack 
an ally. Our job is attacking a common 
enemy.

The attitude which is bitingly critical 
of Russia does not represent a basic 
American policy. It is due to definite 
pressure. The American people at large 
certainly do not have the feeling that is 
expressed in a large panel of the press. 
This feeling is not reflective of a na 
tional conviction but expresses the ul 
terior motivated policy of a reactionary 
minority.

Now, that which is true in the case 
of Russia is very largely applicable to 
other allies. Because of the state of the 
Balkan peoples, many of whom have 
a background almost identical with that 
of Russia, there is every indication that 
in the postwar adjustment a large num 
ber of these people will drift toward the 
Russian policy; it is the reasonable thing 
for them to do. In answer, our policy 
should be the establishment of our own 
democracy and its development through 
out all the Americas. If we have the 
Americas as a solid block, we will have
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accomplished more than. Russia will ac 
complish if she is able to communize 
a large part of Europe. If we create a 
well working democracy in America it 
will be an offset to almost any coalition 
of any nations in overseas territory. I 
think a number of small nations will 
land in the Russian lap in 1945. But re 
member, this is not necessarily an indi 
cation of increasing Russian power. 
Every square foot of land Russia takes 
on is an added burden, a greater cause 
for internal anxiety. Whoever inherits 
the Balkans inherits chaos. Let us not 
be too worried.

In our relationship with the British 
Empire, we are still largely dominated— 
on both sides—by the hangover of 1776. 
We have an amazingly retentive memo 
ry in things well worth forgetting, and 
we remember almost nothing of things 
worth remembering. It would be just 
as unfair to judge a nation because of 
the past as it would be to judge the 
present state of an individual by check 
ing back on an escapade twenty-five 
years ago in his life. The world is 
changing, but fixations change more 
slowly than the world. The fixation is 
not all on our side, by any means. It 
js a mutual fixation firmly established 
by the school systems of both nations. 
According to the school histories of En 
gland, England won the Revolution; 
and according to the public school his 
tories of America, we won the Revolu 
tion. Regardless of the resultant con 
fusion we are .engaged in a stijuggle 
which is involving more and more the 
unity of English speaking people. This 
unity is far more significant to the sur 
vival of civilizations than the disunity 
of history. Whatever happened in the 
past must not be allowed to interfere 
with progress. Everyone has been wrong 
at some time and in some place.

The year 1945 indicates a closer policy 
and better understanding within Great 
Britain. England has been pretty well 
broken up under its present stress.

If we are dissatisfied with our English 
allies, so too are the English people dis 
satisfied with a number of thing's about 
us. This dissatisfaction has been sub 
dued to permit overwhelming coopera 

tion on the surface, but it is limited by 
a number of traditional problems, one 
being that we do not understand the 
British people. We interpret them as 
ourselves in a different place, and no 
idea could be less true. When we un 
derstand them we realize their reactions 
are perfectly consistent.

The English people will become a 
little more generous and somewhat more 
optimistic during the coming year. I 
believe there will be greater unity in 
side the English nation and the empire 
generally, with the eternal exception of 
Ireland. And there is apt to be more 
irritation than usual, outstandingly more 
than usual, in India this year. Ireland 
will be quiet, which in itself will make 
history.

The relationship between England 
and the United States will probably re 
main strained, due to the many who 
want it to be strained. Practically no 
one wants to relax and let it work out. 
Up to the present, intense prejudices re 
main on both sides. This ¡s a tragedy 
in a world in which the rising problem 
of Asia is insistently present. With the 
English-speaking people insisting on 
fighting among themselves, it looks as 
though we wanted to be extinguished. 
If we try hard enough, we might make 
it. One thing that we must see will 
pay large dividends in friendship is, that 
the motion of our troops through other 
countries helps us to reach a rich source 
of understanding. The thing we must 
recognize is that the French peasant, 
the average English person living in the 
average English community, and the 
average American and the average Rus 
sian are almost identical. They have 
their own policies, their own ways of 
doing things, their own languages, and 
costumes; they build their houses a little 
differently; but the great level on which 
our world is built rests with h u m a n
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beings of approximately the same degree 
of basic integrity. They may name their 
standards differently, they may worship 
at different churches, but their basic 
desires and plans are largely identical. 
Where they differ it is only to the 
degree that they are artificially educated 
away from the basic things. A minority 
holds power over the masses, however, 
and it is within this powerful minority 
that we have the policies and viewpoints 
that are causing 50 much separateness 
among peoples. What we hear then is 
the voice of privilege, but the voice of 
the people we do not hear. We judge 
the people by the voices we do hear. 
This should be reversed. If we permit 
certain individuals to represent us be 
fore the world and then feel we are 
badly represented, it can be this way 
only because like people in other nations 
we do not have much to say about it. 
We are entitled to that say; it is the 
very basis of democracy. But we must 
also look for common values, recognize 
common responsibilities, or we will not 
make an international league a working 
thing.

I think the nation that will come out 
of this confusion reasonably intact will 
be the Netherlands; it is the one country 
that will retain its original form of 
government, at least for a time. Some 
of the others will not come through. 
The rebuilding, reorganization, and re 
construction of the Netherlands will 
probably be the most rapid of any na 
tion in Europe.

The Scandinavian countries will come 
through with minor alteration. There 
will be some changes, but in substance 
they will come through with but the 
change of one government.

The Balkan countries, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, and possibly the Free City of 
Danzig wall have major changes. In 
all probability some of the Balkan coun 
tries will cease to exist.

Poland will remain as the potential 
cause of another war unless great care 
is taken. The Polish problem may be 
arbitrated, but it must be done with 

finesse. The Balkan countries are 
neaded for unification into a socialistic 
SrouP. That may or may not infer a

complete overshadowing by Russia, but 
the trend will certainly be toward plac 
ing the Balkans within the Russian 
sphere of influence.

It seems very probable that Italy will 
be set up again as an independent coun 
try. I think it will experiment with at 
least three kinds of government before 
it setdes down.

France will not emerge into a coor 
dinated political pattern for at least two 
or three years; and I suspect there 
will be a great deal of political agitation 
and the death of several prominent lead 
ers before it is worked out. But there 
will be a reorganization, and re-emerg 
ence of the Free French. France will 
again assume its proper place among the 
powers of the world.

Spain, I believe, is in for much trouble. 
I think Spain, as soon as this general 
picture clears up, will resume its civil 
war. It probably will be accomplished 
more rapidly because the government 
will be with the democratic party rather 
than with the Rightists as before.

The governments of a number of 
small states, with the exception of Swit 
zerland, will drift along with minor 
changes.

The Near East remains as it has for 
years, the Sphinx; it refuses to reveal 
its intentions. The Near blast is not to 
be considered lightly; there is a storm 
rising there that can sweep through all 
the Far East and North Africa. The 
Near East is one area, which, unless 
adequately included in an international 
situation, will be the Heel of Achilles 
and will destroy that setup. If Syria, 
Lebanon, Iran, Irak, are not included 
and their problems solved, they will be 
the unsuspected source of a great future 
disaster.

The problem of Islam is, of course, 
always mooted. There is a definite ten 
dency toward the establishment of an
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Islamic Empire; and if you draw a pen 
cil line on the map around the area in 
volved in such an Islamic motion, you 
will realize the territory will be almost 
as great as Russia, an immensely impor 
tant situation. Islam united would re 
present a nation almost as large in popu 
lation as China, and infinitely more dy 
namic in potentiality. The emergence 
of an Islamic superstate must be borne 
in mind at all times.

I think a number of protectorates will 
be set up in the colonial areas, and in 
clude the colonies of most of the major 
powers. I think England will gradually 
give more and more colonies release and 
create a number of dominions in the 
next few years. In other words, England 
will increase the strength of her colonies; 
and most of them will be released as 
soon as they are strong enough to pre 
vent their being grabbed by someone else.

I am inclined to believe there will be 
a new country in North Africa; it will 
come into existence to take the place of 
some disappearing from the chronology 
of our time.

There is considerable interest centered 
upon Latin America, and I think we are 
due to reorganize our opinions; the 
average American is woefully unin 
formed on these countries. Latin Amer 
ica is sort of pictured as a cactus and a 
sombrero casting shadows on a melange 
of wide plains and corned beef, a happy 
hunting ground for the tourist and a 
mecca for the man of business who 
would exploit someone else’s natural re 
sources.

This attitude has to change. One 
thing lacking in the international rela 
tionship between the Americas is sincer 
ity. Sincerity is needed on both sides; 
it must come if we want permanent 
security. A great civilization is rising in 
the south. The Latin American countries 
are going to be powers, not satellites. Not 
all of them are territorially capable of 
leadership, but some will have an impor 
tant place in our world, and I think it is 
safe to say at the present time that Brazil 
is as imporant to international life as 
France. It is as powerful, its popula 
tion numerically is almost identical, and

it has vast territorial resources that 
France does not possess. It is hard for 
us to realize that Brazil is as strong and 
powerful as France; but it is—I mean 
France prior to the war.

We must begin to think of these na 
tions as sister republics; we must think 
of them as democracies, building and 
developing with a high standard of 
ethics and ideals. A great deal is to be 
done there, and it seems to me that we 
should reorganize our whole educational 
program in the next few years so that 
the average school child may become 
acquainted with the facts and not have 
to accumulate them after spending 
twenty years wallowing around in preju 
dices.

I think the climactic condition of the 
world for the coming year will be a 
tendency to wind storms and electrical 
storms, but for the most part not as 
heavy a degree of rainfall as in 1944.

We will have a more even climate in 
1945, but increased probability of vol 
canic activity.

From the standpoint of crops and 
harvests, a bumper year.

From the standpoint of world econ 
omics, a profitable year. Burdens will 
be heavy but incomes will be propor 
tionately high.

From the standpoint of the farmer, 
he should prepare for a rich harvest, and 
all that goes with it.

There will be heavy storms at sea, and 
I expect that a great naval battle will 
develop in close proximity to the Japan 
ese Islands. It will be of great magni 
tude, and in all probability will be non- 
decisive. But we will have eventual 
victory over our enemies if we don’t go 
to war with our friends first. That is 
something we have to look out for and 
guard our minds against.

For the average person I think 1945 
will be a good year, in which the basic 
ways of life, the things he loves to do, 
the simple things that make him human, 
will have greater opportunity for mani 
festation in his daily life.

(A  P u b l i c  L e c t u r e  b y  M a n l y  P a l m e r  H a l l )
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of its own purpose. It must conceive it in a gen 
erous idealism, great and strong enough to bind 
thoughtless and selfish persons to something bigger 
than themselves. It must recognize that it is in 
the intangible ideal that the foundations are laid 
for all seeable good, must know that the truly 
practical course and the course of hard realism for 
America is the one that is laid basically in a gen 
erous idealism.

This is more than an indicated course. It is one 
that we inevitably must follow, guided by the hand 
of destiny.

Believing this to be so, I dedicate this book to 
the proposition that American Democracy is part 
of a Universal Plan.
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