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A MESSAGE FROM/MR. W. 1. STEAD.

U uave been wurgeptly requested to send the following
message t0 the AeEss.  While I have no actual proof that
the message camgfom Mr. Stead other than in the evidence
contained in the'message itself, which I aceepl as possible,
I beg to state that Mr. Stead and 1 have been W louch for
nearly a quarter of a century, and that he had, for two works
of mine, furnished me with valuable evidence. This apart,
if it is possible for those who have passed into the Io-
visible to teturn—psychically—to those whom they knew
upon earth, then it is possible Mr. Stead sent this message

-
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through a sensitive, with whose Jonafides he was satisfied
in the past.

Towards the close of a seance held in Glenbeg House, on
the 26th April, during which Mrs. Coates had given evidence
of being directed by the departed to several persons, she was
suddenly controlled by a stranger. The tensitive appear-
ing to struggle against some unseen force swooned. Recover-
ing she seized a lady, pushing her across the room, urging her
to *get into the boat” Two others were treated in like
fashion, before the sensitive collapsed again.

Naturally the minds of all present reverted to the Ziante,
What had taken place seemed to be no more than impressions
of some one prior to departure or a dream state experience,
The sensitive, aroused again, cried:—*"0h, God pity us!”
Later, but more subdued, *‘Thy will be done,” This was
followed by the singing of:

Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee !
E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me ;
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to theg,
Nearer to thee.
For a little the sensitive seemed ta be completely quies-
cent, and then with triu}nphant fervour JENMEANE i
Or ify on joyful wing, cleaving the sky,
Sun, moon, and stars, forgot, upward I fly;
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee.

Those who are familiar with the investigation of the psychi.
cal know that there are many modes by which the dgparted
make themselves known, So far there was nothing save what
might be in the knowledge of all present including the sensi-
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tive, We were still in ignorance as to the Intelligence using the
semsitive, concerning whom the foregoing * dramatic action
was a preliminary.

The sensitive more calm, and more definitely under i~
fluence, said :— )

“My dear friends, I know I have passed over. Thepast has
been like a night-mare, with a sudden awakening.”

“May I ask,’ who are you frlend,” enquired -Mr. John
Duncan (Deacon Convener, Edinburgh, who was presedt with
some friends from the Kyies' Hydro. } '

*I am Stead. [ know where I am.” The following are the
statements made, transcribed from my short-hand notes,
“] was here before, bt could not manage (0 make my
appealto all God-fearing men apd women for help. I wish
to break in as my message is urgent. Iam afraid I shall
not make mysell sufficiently clear. Knowing those here and
the work quielly carried on, I thought it easier to kreak in
here than elsewhere. '

*Could you but see the misery of those lost, as I saw
them, your hearts would blezd for them. Called to part from
all their cherished hopd} and the new life, which many of them
locked forward to commence, to plunge into the terrors of the
unknown, you would weep with and pray for them. May you
all take the lesson out of this sad catastraphe, that God intends
you to take, '

“Vaunt notin your riches and possessions on earth: the
homage of men or the praiée of <kings, for all these things are
as drE}is compared with the consciousness of the nearness of
God, his infinite love and assurance of life immortal.  Did you
ponder on.these things your eves would be opened to take the
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path you are intended to take. With clearer vision you would
sce the Master, Christ, our Lord and learn of him,

“Many of those who passed into eternity with me, do not
know where they are. It was astunning blow and a terrific
reversal of all their ideas and plans. ' Few there were who
enserwned thoughts of this life. Many were full of hopes
of what was in store for them in the immediate future on
earth. Life was bright to many of them, Others were
faithfully discharging dutles, when the call came ‘with tragic
swittness. I was surprised, appalled and yet assured. When
the end came, it was with merciful painlessness. .

“*Think of the lot of those so suddenly called to part w:th
family and friends ; their riches, or little possessions, buoyant
hopes and fond anticipations of what the new world had in
store for them, as they struggled .into unconsciousness
beneath and on the benumbing sea. "Had they heard the
voice, ‘Be still, and know that I am qu,’ they would have
met their fate with calmer Spirit and deeper faith in God
who doeth all things well. Think of it all, and let it burn
in. Then with gquickened souls pray for thewn.

“They went to death, and unto LiFE. Pray that it yet
may be revealed to them m fuller abundance, Pray, too,
that mankind may be blessed and the lives sacrlﬁced shall
not be in vain. _ S

“There is a terrible work going op in your midst, and
it behoves all to labour—while it is day-—to save ladened
and helpless men, women and children sinking in the
moral slums of life which pride, ignorance, greed, Iyst and’
indifference have wade possible, On earth I did what I
could. I know that no man is indispensable, but I have
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learned it is indispensable that each man should be faithful
to the trust committed to him. One is. called~-his task
is done—but the work, which at its best was imperfect, will
be carried on by hundreds of willing workers. The Mission
of Christ to the world is not hindered by persgeutigns,
disasters, or the falling of the faithful. If my work on earth
has been called in, there is work here I am able to do. . Do
not imagine for a moment that -my work js done. Many
who went under became quickly comscious of the change
and are working to help others who are lost in confusion and
darkness. It is terrible to witness thg sad state of these, Pray
forthem. Send my message out to all who knew me to pray
for these poor souls, Rich or poor on earth, what does it
‘matter; they have been cut off from all they locked upon &s
life. Pray that they miy be™iberated and illuminated. Pray
that they rnay see the light, which,the love of God, and the
devoted Splnts with us, ‘as well as the qulckened souls on earth,
which. is shining upon these wandered and distressed ones,
that they may rise and enter upon the foller life. 1 am free
as are many with me, Theie is & great work here, Will you
help? Will you send the message and get others to help?
Many of these suffeting ones ar® nearer to' you on earth,
than they are to the ‘bright spirits above them. Come in
thought and in prayer to-help them so suddenly torn away from
all they held dear. Many will pray with those bereaved unes on
-earth, who have lost—as they thmk-—thelr dear cnes. Many
will willingly give of their abundance to help their needs,
"but ho¥ few will think it unecessaty, helpful and sympathetic
to pray forthose plunged thus suddenly isto eternity? I ask
your prayers,
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*It was at my request the band played ‘Nearer, my God, to
thee.’ Never was it played with mote thrilling effect ; never
were the messages of life, death, and immortality, so fervent-
1y given to the world.

" When I became conscious, I saw her from whose heart,
was wrung by affliction the inspired words of this hymn.
She was surrounded by a bright band of risen spirits, singing
the hymn and illuminating the surroundings by the radiance
of their presence. I saw ministering spirits, glorified spirits,
helping the feeble ones whose bodies went down with the
vessel or perished in the numbing waters. They were
arousing and helping those, brave or terrar-stricken, who had
faced the reality. Many soon realised the great change had
come, but the majority are as blind as bats. They cannot
help themselves. Pray for them. ‘Messages will be sent to
many on eatth from me. The work of my life on earth is
continued here, If my methods were sometimes wrong, my
aims were right. I sought to work for God to uplift the
fallen and procect the weak. Better to err striving to do the
right, than not to strive or lead the way. Icared not a rap
for man ; feared not what he could do to me, delivering the
messages which were on mY soul to deliver. I sought the
good of all. I am working now. Messages will be sent
later. Others will catch the vibrations. My son Willie is
with me belping and strengthening me and working for others,
Write and send this message broadcast, that tbose who
receive it, pray for those so snddenly cut off from the earth,
and labour to make this great disaster 3 blessing to atl.”

Jamzs Coares, Pu. D.



IS MODERN SPIRITUALISM BASED
ON FACTS OF FANCY?

[ — :.{X)_ 1 ——— v
(Continued from our last)

As further evidence of this petsistence; I am able to show
that through other modes than spirit-photography—but in
strange confirmation of it—I was able to send the following
to Mr. Standfast. [ anticipate he has by this time got my
communication -
Glenbeg House, Rothesay, Scotland,
7th February, 1912,
Henry Standfast, Esq.,
Belize, British Honduras, Central America,

Dear Mr, Standfast.—1 am much obliged for yours just
received. The negati®e No. gt was despatched with the last
letter, 20th December, 1911. IE is a remarkable one, and the
evidence conceroing the original very complete. I do not
know in what way we are able to get these identifiable
portraits of the departed, as they were ouce known to us on
the earth-plane; but I do think we have enough evidence to
suggest that “thought-power” is exercised by those who have
goneginto the invisible, and this thought-power, intensified
by the great depth of human affection, is a potent factor in
the production of the picture. I believe that the sincere
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devotion you had for one another, still abiding, has had some-
thing to do with her presence, as well as power to manifest,

In connection with this photograph, and your own desires
in the matter being satisfied, let me tell you something which
reached me from a valued and trustworthy psychic on
Febguaryegth, just two days before getting your letter.

[(Extract from Dr. Hooper's Letter.
“Birmingham, February 2nd, 1912.
“Dear Prof. Coates,—Many thanks for your enclo-
sures. . . . Wehada very remarkable and convine-
ing experience in our seance three Sundays ago. I asked
one of the sitters if she knew a person named Harriet?
No one recognised the name. An elderly spirit then
appeared behind. Mrs, Harris. I then described her and
the bouse, and said, 'She is holding out a letter, and
gives her full name—Harriet Standfast’ No one recog-
nised either. { thought no more of it till this week,
when we had a letter from Central America from a Mr,

Standfast, who is a Spiritualist, asking if we could get a

message from his departed wife of that name. He had

read an article by Mr. Harold Bailef referring to psycho-
graphs which Archdeacon Colley had obtained. Mr.

Standfast had, according to the date, written his letter on

the Friday prior to our Sunday sitting, She appeared

three days after he wrote tbat letter. ‘Harriet’ must have
either known he had written it or may have impressed
bim to write it. This conld not be a mere coincidence,
collusion being out of the question, We were straggers.

If it wasa case of telepathy, his desires and thoughts

must have been held up for nearly three days. I have
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been reading the late Frank Podmore, so I wonder that

the message did not getfrozen in that time, according

to that eminent writer's conclusions. . .

- “Sincerely yours,
“T. D'Avute-HooPER.”

I might add to the foregoing: In all our correspondence,
and in the facts relating to the spirit-photograph, naver once
was the name HMarriet given or referred to, so that yout
good lady, in appearing thus, holding a letter, signified by the
symbo] she was able to respend to your earnest desires.—
With best wishes, believe me to be, yours fraternally,

i Jas, Coares.

I wrote to Dr. Hooper and obtained Mr. Standfast’s
original letter, and find the above to be correct. Mrs,
Haniet Standfast made herself known ' in Birmingham
within three days (by appearance and the symbol of a letter)
of the date of the actual letter written by Mr Standfast to
Dr. Hooper.

Owing to the discovery of the missing negative in
Manchester, which the late My, Edward Wyllie thought that
he had sent to Mr, Stahdfast, I was the only person in this
country who knew of the appearances of the late Mrs.
Standfast. 1 sent a priat from it to Dr. Hooper, and asked
which of the two resembled the ““Harriet,” seen and described.
From his reply, dated February 7th, 1912, I take the
following :—

DEar SirR,—1I enclose you the letter which I received from
Mr. Seandfast, which I read to our members, and asked them
if they remembered the name and the person described, etc.
They all remembered. 1 then read your letter, and showed
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them the photograph which yousent me. They agreed that
it was a most marvellous test.

Regarding the photograph, undoubtedly the lower one is
the person I saw, only healthier and more etherealised. I
judged her age to be 60 to 65 on the 7th. Thetop one 1 do
uot kaow' but I should judge it to be a sister or a daughter,
¥ sent a full description to Mr. Standfast, but have not a copy,
but I dare say he will write to you about it.

T. D’avTE-HOOPER.

It is very Interesting to note that when Dr. Hooper
got the phatograph and saw the “psychic extra” at the top or
left-hand cotner, he should imagine this to be the psychic
portrait of a sister or a daughter, the fact being that this is
the psychic production of Mrs, Standfast as given of herself
as she appeared in her earlier days, and given in response
to the eammest request of her husband, Mr, Standfast—all
matters outside the knowledge of the Birmingham psychic
and circle.

The letter enclosed, received from Mr. Standfast by
Dr. Hooper, is dated sth January, Ig1z, and contains the
information that Mrs. Standfast, in her lifetime, was a gifted
medium, Then Mr. Standfagt says :(—

1 still labour to spread the higher ideals of our philo-
sophy, but 1 am alone, and am not the least bit of a medium,
though I have sat by myself for years. Everybody here is

on the plane of “How many horses has your father got?”
1 can'’t sit with them, Of course, I know *‘we live for ever,”
and that she is all right, etc. But all that knowledge doesn'’t
prevent me being lonely and acuaily suffering frdn the
patting. I am ashamed to say so, but it is truth. -

HENRY STANDFAST.
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Cui bono? is often asked. Isthere not some consola-
tion in the evidences, not only for the lonely old man in
Honduras, away from kith and kin, but also for the reader
of these pages, that our departed ones are  not dead? They
are with us, helping us, “to acquit us and be men,” and
play the game while in the visible.

As the time when this vision was given to Dr. Hooper,
which took place within three days of the penning of the
Standfast letter in Honduras, neither Dr. Hooper nor Mr.
Standfast were aware 1 had obtained the missing negative, or
that I had, owing to impressions received from Mi, Wyllie
himself, obtained the second negative of the old lady and
the child, confirming not only the correctness of Mr, Stand-
fast’'s statements in “Photographing the Invisible,” but in
a marked manner doing justice to the departed gifted, and,
at the same time, unfortunate photo-medium, Mr. Edward
Wyllie,

1 wow give the psychometric evidence presented
in the vreading of Miss Florence Morse, to which re-
ference bas been made, from the original sent to Mr.
Standfast :—

February 6th, 1¢10.

I see a man about middle beight, slightly built, but not
thin. He is sitting at & table, which is not large, but bare and
plain, [Ir is a drawing-board I sit by very often.—H.S.] He
isina dejected attitude, I do not see his features, The
table is close to 2 window, Room in semi-darkness—seems.
Tike fwilight or moonlight. The house stands alone; large
trees near it, The air seems warm to me—not only warm but
scented. The hum of the tropics is audible, and the trees
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rustle. If I could see alittle further, I should see the sea—
certainly water,

At the other side of the table I see a woman—a spirit—
there is little of the earthly about her. 1 judge her as a
woman whose last twenty years or so of life were marked by &
developméht of a great degree of spirituality, especially during
the last five or six years of life. Her development did not
manifest itself in sickly sentimentality, but in endurance,
strength of character, and intensity ot mental vision. At
times she spoke from inpiration, not with a mere flow of
words but philosophic wisdom. She puts her arms round the
man’s shoulders and seems to be trying to soothe him. Her
spirit was very strong, and as the body weakened the spint
strengthened. She was a marked mixture of bodily sickness
and spiritual strength.

1 see a woman’s hand, small ; fingers, fairly long and thin;
as she holds gut the hand, the thumb seems to be rather
longer than ysual, indicates a religious nature with good
development of reasoning and will-power. She shows a flower
that looks like a white camelia; leaves‘ glossy dark green.
[1 used w give her eamelias.] 1 cannot get a message to-
night. The only words 1 catcly are: “Not long, nol Jong.”

: March znd, 1910,

Holding the ring again, the psychometrist said :—*The
ring makes me feel very thirsty, Thirst appears to be the
result of inward fever, as if the whale interior of the body was
one mass of pain. The pain came in paroxysms which, after
passing, left little pain, but weakness and «asping for br¥ath.

The face seems that of an elderly lady, rather long and
thin, eyes a little sunken, hair turning grey. [ like her, she
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seems so steadfast and teue to whatever she had to do, She
calls, ‘Henry,’ and a voice says : ‘The things we talked of are
but clearer now., Ambitions are not all wasted. He has
accomplished more than he knows, He ever gave helpful
words. When disasters came he helped people ; pulled
people out of holes, sometimes literally.’ *

1 see a picture she wants me to describe. BEverything is
in quick confusion ; the house, & wooden one, has collapsed.
T see a man, think it is Mr. S., pushing and pulling with his
bands, trying to get at someone who is underneath this stuff,
and pulling them out. This is given to show him it is she
who is speaking.

Her mind recalls all the helpful, kindly and considerate
things he did. She tells me to say, ‘We are never apart,
never apart, we shall never be apart. Give me a little longer
to learn how, and then I will make you know.'*

April 1st, 1910,

The lady comes again, this time with more force, more
brightness of mind and spirit, as though not feeling quite
so sad, It suggests recovery from a long period of depres-
sion. She says :——"Say 1 am there with bim, day and night.
In the daytime when he is. wqrking, and in the evening I
am with him as he walks where we used to walk by the
ses, lockiug for me urider the patms. I do not say, don’t
grieve, because more than half his life has gone with me;
bot I do say, try to be calmer, earth love has little. more
to give. Death is fulfilment”

Regarding the fallen bouse, I visited a country place
called Manatee, While there, I was quietly reading to my
wife one afternoon, when there was a terrific crash. I rushed
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-out and found a house used as a kitchen, elevated on posts
about ten feet above ground, had collapsed. Init werea
cook, twe children, an open fireplace on a stand or altar, with
fire, hot water, etc., etc. All the burrid possibilities rushed
through my mind. Not apother person within range. As
rapidly a® possible I levered, pried and propped up, and
pulled cut the victims, Strange tu say, the framed roofing
had fallen'over them in such a way as to protect them, and
the hot water had put the fire out. I said to the woman,
“Well, you need never fear any future ills or hells, you each
had three chances of being crushed, boiled, or baked, yet
ncbody hurt.”

Of coursey Miss Morse knew nothung of this, and I had
forgotten it mysell. Neither of us have ever seen Miss Morse,
She was not born when we were in London. .

' _ HENRY STANDFAST,
As to my residence, 1 send you photos, front, side and rear.
The foregoing psychometric examinaticn—which s

a blend of impressions from the auras of the ring and those

received from the departed, through a phase of thaught-

transference—is another striking instdhce of the persistznce
of the departed in making pjesence and mnterest felt by those
still left for a littie in this life, The personal description
of Mr. Standfast is most correct, and 1 now have photographs
which demonstrate the correctness of the surroundings and
the statements, “The hum of the tropics i3 audible, and the
trees rustle”; also, "If I could see 2 little further 1 should
see the sea—certainly water,” the second photograph showing

a glint of water, as seen through the foliage from the back

of the house.
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In addition to the remarks of Mr, Standfast already
given, and the statements in Mr. Standfast’s letters to myself,
it is clear that the above reading by Miss Florence Morse
is an actual message by the departed,

What conclusion shall we come to after a calm review
of the [oregoing? Are we dealing with facts, or in the
tissue of self-deceptions? IFraud isout of court. Telepathy |
does mot take psychic photographs. Tests are given by
the phenomena presented and not by experts, whose methods
are valueless and their treatment of psychics a scandal to
humanity.

What do we find? The same spirit, but divers modes of
manifestation ; the same spint (Mrs. Harriet 3¥%hdfast, who
was the life-companion of Mr, Standfast, and departed this
life at 72), seeking to help, sustain, and conscle her devoted
hysband, lenely, childless, who, at 74, is in a strange country,
far from relatives, Lxcept thyough studies, he does not possess
medial gifts by which he may possess an awareness of her
ptesence. The same spirit, the same devoted, loving wife, now,
as when in the body. . ’

DivErs MoDES 0O MaNIFESTATION.

1. Tdentified portraits of the departed, ‘obtained in the
mannet described through the late Mr, Edward Wyllie in
Manchester and in London, several thousand miles from and
in total ignorance of either Mr. Standfast, his wife, or family—
proved by evidence, )

2. By vision lhr&iéll Dr. Hooper, of Birmingham,
of th® departed, holding letter, as indicating awareness of
her husband’s desire and intention, proved by fcregoing
photographs,
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3. By psychometric examination by Miss Florence Morse,
in Manchester. In the clear and undoubted fact that
neither psychics por Mr. Standfast himself fully realised what
they were doing—the information presented by the [ormer
being ouiw:‘!lz normal knowledge.

4. By the discovery of the missing negatives, and to spirit-
direction, leading’to this summary of the evidence in the
Standfast case as being the most thorough and complete given
to the world in rzcent yesrs.

In dealing with the mysteries of mediumship and the facts
of Spiritualism, once more it has been my privilege to prove
the genuineness of the late Mr. Edward Wyllie’s medial pow-
ers. In keeping therewith, to cal/ atlention to the persisience of
the departed, in waking their presence known to us, throvugh
mediumship, through the obscure and little understood
phenomenon of spirit-photographs, and correlative evidences
in clairvoyance and psychometry.

Have we not in Lhe foregoing narrative at least tentative
evidence of man's spiritual nature and character, lifting him
superior 10 time and sense environments, furnishing him with
reasons confirming belief in existence in the invisible, of all
that makes life sweet to us— i human constancy and affection
—surviving the shock called death, as a faint reflection of the
eternal love of God whose offspring we are?

James Coates. Pu. D.



STUDIES IN PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

(X}
POSSESSION.
Now what is possession? We know that the mind operates
on its own body, though it has not yet been explaired how
the stimulus of thought which is not material acts upon
the physical brain centres. Telepathy shows that mind can
act directly on mind and thus indirectly operate on the

physical world through another organism. But there are
also cases in which the mind of the second person being
unconscious or inattentivg is left out of the process alto.
gether and his physiological mechanism set in action ang
his physical neighuourhood affected directly by the mind
of another person. Such utilisation of the body by another
intelligence, assuming it is possible, is whal is. called motor-
autematism. In extreme cases it is popularly known as
possession,

If the mode of communication in telepathy is physical,
the power of operating on the minds of terresirial persons
and of interfering with the rest of the physical universe may
be confined to living material bodies. On the contrary, if
the pr8cess of transmission be purely of a hypothetical kind
telepathy between a discarnate mind and an embodied one
is quite conceivable.

B
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If communication from the deceased Le possible at all,
it must be rare, difficult and defective. The dead must be
supposed 1o forget the living more rapidly than wice versae
because, as they would be entering a new world, it might
cut off their association with the past, The departed spirit's
communilition is likely to be hampered by difference of
state and abbreviated by the difficulty of maintaining psychical
coniact for lung. Any fragment of fresh knowledge ottained
is no proof of spirit-control ; for it may have been gained
telepatbically or clairvoyan:ly,

In a genuine case of possession the facts given through
automatic writing or specech must represent supernormal
knowledge ie., knowledge not acquired normally and they
must lustrate and prove the personal identity of the parti-
cular person represented as communicating,

“0Of such facts,” says Sir Oliver Lodge, “the handwriting
of the deceased person, if reproduced accurately by an
automanist who hus never seen that handwriting, seems an
exceptionally good test if it can be obtained. But the
negalive prool of ignorance on the part of the writer is
difficult. At flist sight facts knoWn to the deceased
but not known to the automatist, if reported in a
correct and detailed manner so as to surpass mere coinci-
dence, would seem a satisfactory test. But here telepathy,
which has stood us in good stead so far, begins to operate
the other way, for if the facts are known to nobody oun earth
they cannot perhaps be verified ; and if they are knawn to
somebody still alive—however distant he may b&—it is
necessary to assume it possible that they are unconsciously
‘telepathed’ from his mind. But a certain class of facts
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may be verified without the assistance or kuowledge of any
living person,—as when a miset having died with the sole
<¢lue to a deposit of ‘valeables,” an automatist’s hand, over
the miser’s signature, subsequeatly describes the place; or
when a sealed document, carefully deposited, is posthumously
deciphered, The test in either of these cases i a better
one, But still, living telepathy of a deferred kind is not
excluded (though to my thinking it is rendered extremely
improbable), for, as Mr. Podmore has ofien urged, the person
writing the treasure may have been ffso jfacle an uncoascious
agent on the minds of contemporaries.”

The hypothesis of telepalhy from some living person is
elastic enough to be applied to almost any fact. Some S. P,
R. members hold that so long as there 1§ even a remote
chance of explaining facts by telepathy of some kind from
living peouple It is not safe to go beyond it and they
maintain that it is still sufficient to account for all the known
phenomena. But others think that the accumulating evidence
justifies them to take a further step and advance as aten-
tative hygothesis telepathie or telergic influence from the
surviving intelligence of deceased persons who during the
temporary suspension of the ngymal control in the medium
are supposed to De endeavouring to communicate with us by
making use of his body for tramslating their thoughts into
some kind of speech or writing.

THE PipER CASE.

Let us consider the celebrated case of Mrs. Piper of Boston
who is the best known of all spirit mediums. Her trance
phenomena began in 1884. Prof, Jamss inade ber acquain-
tance in 1885. He induced in ber a light hypnosis by five
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trials and found that her medium trance differed from her
hypnotic state. No sign of thought-trancference was seen
either in these states or in her waking condition. Prof,
James believes her to be an absolutely simple and genuine
person after personal acquaintance. The results of s
experien?e, etc., are published in his reportin the American
Proceedings for 1886, which concludes with the statement,
“I now believe her to be in possession ¢l a power as yet
unexplained.” . o

Dr. Hodgson came to know her in 1887 and afterwards
he devoted the best part of his life to make a keen critical
study of her trance phenoiena. She was first taken to
England :n 1889. Her trances were vsually brought on by
a state of quiet expectancy or self-sugyestion and lasted
for about an hour, During that time he: manner and voice
would change entirely. She used to hold the hand of the
sitter or of some other person and occasionally (when relics
were given especially) she let go of everybody.

In the trance state she shows the fcllowing powers: (1}
Reading letters supernormally ; (2) Assigning objects to
their owners; {3) Perceiving trivial events happening at &
distance ; (4) Stating factsgunknown at the time to those
present ; (g) Perceiving trivial and intimate family details
in the case of complete strangers and {6} Diagnosing diseases.
She falked mainly about the sitters’ relatives and friends,
living or decessed, and gave out facts concerning them
which sometimes were unkmown to the sitters and were
verified later on. The sitters were strangers ®to her
and they  were introduced wunder the pseudonym
of ‘Smith.’
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The first control was ‘Phinuit’ who claimed to be a
French physician but as he was not able to prove his identity
he was treated as a secondary personality of Mrs, Piper,
It was first through the intermediation of this personality
that the incidents clearly referring to the personal identity
of the deceased relatives of numerous sitters were ‘f)roduced.
Occasionally but rarely the decceised persons themselves
communicated something of their old manner or individuality.
The Phinuit regim: centinued without interruption till 18g 2
in which year died George Pelham (a peeudonym) a sceptical
friend of Dr. Hodgson who had vowed that if he should die
before Hodgson and find himself still existing he would
reveal the fact of his continued ¢xistence. About 4 weeks
after his death he furnished through Mrs. Piper satisfactory
evidence of his identity.

Of all the trance personalities who had preseated a faithful
mimicry of the persons whose names they assumed, the most
notable was this Geroge Pelham, fle furnished numerous
proofs of his knowledge of the doings and affairs of the
person he represe‘nteg. His counstant recognition {which
Hodgsen has found to be never incorrectly accorded) of
those personally known to Pglham among the numerous
persons coming to Mrs, Piper and the due measure of wel-
come extended to each, whether as near relation, friend
or mere acquainlance, is one of the wmost striking proofs of
identity furanished, George Pelham soon became a ‘control’
himself. The automatic writing of Piper was developed
apparefitly under his agency, Phinuit havicg always cmployed
vocal speech for his communication. Phinuit's last appearance
wias in 1897.
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In 1895 the late Stainton Moses appeared. Then the
spitits who were alleged to be in charge of the mediumship of
Mases. namely, *Rector,” “Doctar,” and “Imperator” purport-
ed to communicate in 1896 and 1897 and demanded that
the contrgl of Mrs. Piper should be placed in their hands.
Henceforward there was a remarkable change in Piper, in
her general feeling of well-being and in het manner of passing
into trance. The communications also improved in clear-
ness and coherence. The “Imperator Group” particularly
"Rector” with the frequent assistance of Pelham still appear
to act as intermediaries for the commuuication. The cem.
munications are now given almost entirely in writing. During
trance the normal conscicusness is in abeyance and normal
knowledge seems to have no influence on trance knowledge.

(To be continued.)
A. B. SHETTV



IS IT PA'NFUL TO DIE?
tfX):

Man fears nothing so much as death. Whythisisso, is a
mystery t» many, Christianity, the professed religion of the
modern civilised world, bas rather encouraged, so to say, the
feur of death. According to the tenets of Christian theo-
logy the highest puuishment for sin is death; why this
apprehension 7 Does a .dying man suffer from physical

.

pain? At least many eminent physicians hold the contrary
view. Here is what Doctor Ruddock M. D. says:—

“Thus the physical frame decays and man passes away,
death terminating the journey of life, and the traveller wel-
coming the long repose as he had often welcomed sleep
after the fatigues of, the day. We have reason to believe
that dying is as painless as falling asleep; a feeling of
langour steals over the frame, #nd the tired form settles into
a dreamless sleep. The pgeneral testimony of all who have
experienced what it is to die, and have been able to record
their experi:nces goes to prove that death is easy and exempt
from all pan.

‘“William Hunter, in his last moments, said, ‘Had 1 the
strength to write, I would write how ecasy and delightful it
is to die’ Having met with an accident which, it was
supposed, had proved fatal, Montaigne said, on restoration to
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consciousness, ‘I thought that life hung upon my lips,
and I closed my eyes to help me in expelling it; and I had a
serene pleasure in the beliefthat I was passing away.’

“These statements fully accord with the observations we
have repeatedly made at the death-beds of patients. Persons
who huve "™een resuscitated after drowning, suffocation and
strangling, and after il sensation bad been lost, have asserted
that, after the first shock, they experienced no pain, What is,
therefore, ofter: spoken of as the agony of death is probably
purely automatic and unielt.”

“Passing through nature {o eternity,” the sense of
death is most in apprehension., Why, then, if this
be true, should death Dbe regarded as "The cup of
trembling,” and the event be. signalized by the habili-
ments of mourning ? When Nature puts on her death-
robes, the autumnal forest assumes forms of beauty and
even brilliancy ; and departing day often crimsons the
western horizon  with  glory ; here in presenting striking
contrasts in the manner in which death is received by natute
and by man. *This flesh which we wear is the foliage of
an immortal life, and there is no reaso.n why it should not
fade away in its season, still angl peacelul as autumn leaves,
that this interior life may flower forth anew in the glories
of unending spring.”

In man's departure, then, there is beneficence, just as
in his growth and maturity ; and there is alsc design.
Infinite wisdum, which designed and called forth man into
being, would, it seems, forbid that such a creation shbuld
be comparatively vain, leaving only a dark blank as the
memorial of its existence. In the dissolution of our mortal
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fabric we have been tracing its relationship to organic and
inorganic nature, which is a succession of ceaseless changes.
Turn to the sun and stars, whose constitution the spectros-
cope has in recent years wonderfully revealed—to the
grain of sand which is washed from the face of the surf-beaten
rock to form again part of the bulwark of a distamt shore—
from the giant of the, forest down to the tiny lichen in the
cleft of the wall-—frem the leviathan of the deep down to
the minutest monade—all are undergoing the same round
of constant transition.

Throughout the universe, as in the microcusm of man's
body, the laws of disintegration and decay are balanced
by those of reproduction and supply. Individuals, species,
genecra, all pass away, and are replaced by clhers. Man’s
brain, the bighest organized macbine, itself follows the
untversal law ; but man himself is not thus mutable. The
¢ge is one and the same from the moment it first sprang
into existence. That it exists unchanged by the ceaseless
changes of the physical organism to which it is linked, is
surely evidence thatit is independent of matter, and thq.t
it will survive when th® present order of nature has passed.
{5. Woaod.)

Death, then, is realy but a transitional process by which
the tink which binds man to  an earthly form is broken, and
through which the good pass from an introductory and
transient state of existence to one that is pure and immorial.
“Death,” writes Dr. E. Guernsey, “is a white-winged angel,

fanning us with its wings, gathering us in its arms, and lifting
us up into our eternai rest.”

In our own country the highest ambition of Budka Deva
was to conquer Death. The root cause of this apprehension
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we hold to be, the ignorance of the people, about the condi-
tion of man after death. The Christian theologian holds
before his cp-réiigionists the pictare of a too physical and
material bell concieved by Milton, The Buddhists, on the
other hand, obviate the dfficulty of a hell by their theory of re-
birth. In™any case a man can not contemplate with cheerful-
ness either of the conditions, which is allotted to him by the
theologians, The modern spiriualism has, however, opened
a glimpse ofhope tvo him. He can now, if he only exerts,
obtain unimpeachable testimony abowt his destiny  after
his so-called death. He can find positive proof of the immor-
tality of man and of the immense bencvolence, kimdness and
love of his Creator towards him. This is what spiritualism
promises. Will it not Le criminal neglect if people do not
earnestly and propetly examine these claims?

Ranjan Vicas Rar CHAUDHURY.



OCCULT POWER OBTAINED THROUGH
SPIRITUAL CULTURE,

1Kt e

A BINDU STORY.

It was a clear autumnal sky with patches of clouds floating
about here and there and the bright moon peeping through,
Below, the waters of the river Bhagirathi kissed the skirts
of the town of Karnasubarna. The midnight silence cast
a spell over the whole town and s subutbs when only a
plaintive song coming from a boat on the boesom of the
river disturbed the dead stillness of the night. The boat
was proceeding towards the town along the extensive woods.
and wide fields on either side of the river. At last it came
to a place whence faipt streaks of light could be seen {rom an
old Buddhist Vibar {monastary) on the left. Ahout this time a
feeble voice coming from the other side of the river was
re-echoed by the prattling waves of the Bha.irathi, and
reached the ears of the boatmen. The boatmen stopped
rowing for a wmoment, the boat came to a standstill, and
along with it the soog sung by its occupants. Lvery one
pow directed his atlention towards the voice which emerged
from the dead silence of the night.

“How further off, Purandar? My strength fails we,™
came the sound to the boat. “Darling, you need have
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@10 more fear. We have come to out destination. Here is
Sraman Santosil’s Asram on ths other side of the river and
for the present we shall get shelter there,” said the other.

Both of them then came to the river bank. The boat-
swains found the one was a boy and the other an old man.
The boy Lha®ng looked around said in a timid voice, “How
can we cross the river at this hour of night? Perchance,
we may have to starve the whole night.” Thereupon the
old man pointed to the boat and said, “the pcople there are
still awake. It seems to belong to some rich folk” and
then called out to the boatmen for help. The boat at once
hurried towards them when a middle-uged man came out
and asked the two strangers to get in,

On entering they found s handsome youth accupying
the weli furnished cabin and by lis side sat the other with a
Vina it his hand—this man sppareatly being the youth’s
music waster. The young wan cordiaily recetved them and
asked them to take their seals, When they were seated
the youth intently looked at the boy whose face, though
somewhat pale and gloomy owing to fatigue and dejection,
was beaming with ineffabie Leauty and® modesty. The boy
had a tong turhan on his head gnd a loose hanging garment
on his person, while the old man's head was clean shaven
and he appeared to be verging on cighty,

The latter said, “"We are wearied way-farers and have
wavelled all day long.  We are bound for Santosil’s Asram,”

The youth asked, “\WWhat on earth could be the reason
of your taking so much trouble at this hour of the night ®

The old man said, *Sir, your mein and costume signify
that you come of a noble family. You niay have some con-
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nection with the voyal family. So, pardon me. You need
hear no more about vs.”

. The youth then assumed an air of gravity and said with
a smile, ‘I see, Sir, you are Bnddhists; you need apprehend
no danger from mwe and can without the least scruple give
out your antecidents.” The old man rejoineds “Oh high-
souled, you have rightly surmised. We are Buddhists ; what
a bad time of it the Buddhists have had since the time Raja
Sasankdev has become the King of Karnasubarna! All
their Matts and Vibars “have bLeen destroyed, the
Vikshus and Sramans driven out and their effects now find
aplace in the King's treasury. Don’t be surprised, Sir,
at seeing one or two starved Buddhist way-farers here and
there.—in Benpgal hundreds of them have been reduced to
this sad plight. It is unaccountahle how Santosil still lives
in this kingdom with his whole skin.” :

While the old man was addressing the youth, his eyes
became flashed and full of tears, He heaved a sigh and
ceased speaking. The youth too was affected and seemed
to be overwhelmed with some anxiety. And the by who
looked modestly at®he youth now stared at the old man
and having drawn himself towards him and catching bold
ot his hands said, "Purandar stop, the Kiug, though tyran-
nical. is adorable like our father and ths pods”™ At these
words the youth was delighted and said, “Sanyashin, what
Raja Sasankdev has dene was due to his unflinching devotion
to his own religion. He should not be found fault with,
Yet,»] feel you have sustained a severe loss. Ifit be atall
in the power of the son to make good the loss caused by
the father, he will lay down his life to repair that loss.”
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The boy was aflfected. The old mun was stunned like one
struck Dy lightning and was at his wits end. He said,
“Kumar Nrisingha Dev, pardon this old man. This lack
of forbearance on the part of a Buddhist Vikshu is blame-~
worthy. The prince then said, “You have committed no
such offenag as to ask for pardon. On the other hand,
there muay be sufficient reasons for the Buddbists to De dis-
satisfied with the prince.”

The boat now came to the bank and the two new comers
landed. 7The old man said, 'l shall never forget your mag-
panimity and the service we have received from you to-day.”
The prince said "“We shall meet again.” When the two
started for the Vihur the prince stared at the boy and said,
““the name of the Vikshu is Purandar, but I don't know the

boy’s name.” “Sridev” was the gentle answer and the
boat left.
* * * *

In the extensive field to the south of the town of Karna-
subarna there was the spacious Buddhist Vibar and school.
With the decay of Buddhism the grandeur of the Vihar had
-almost disappeared and only one or twe® Vikshus or Sramans
remained as the last breath of that moribund religion.
Sraman Santesilt was in charge. of that Matt. Although a
Buddhist, he had not given up the sacred thread —the emblem
of Brahmanism. And either lor this or for his high character
he could elicit deep regard f(rom the Hindus and even
Razja Sasankdev himself never shewed any disrespect
towards him.

Eatly one morning when Sraman Santosil came ouat of the
Buddhist temple and stood on the varandah, he found a
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young man standing under the Budhi tree in the compound.
He then smilingly addressed bhim thus, *O Prince, after long
I have been favored with your visit.” The prince apologised
by saying that he bad not long had the opportunity of
enquiring about the welfare of the Sraman and then ook
his seat on the varandah. After some convey‘.ati_un the
Prince asked if there came a Vikshu named Purandar and a
boy named Sridev. “Yes; they are quite amazed at your
generosity,” was the answer,  The Prince then asked him to
bring them before him, The Sraman entered the Matt snd
came back with the Vikshu and the boy, both of whom
expressed their unfeigned delight at seeing the Prince. A

n

long conversation then ensued. The Prince marked the same
reserve and modesty in the boy as lLefore and remarked,
“Sridev is unusually reserved.” ‘Fhe Sraman thereupon
observed. “he is born and brought up in village and it is
natural for a poor boy to feel diffident specially before the
Prince of Bengal.” The Prince then asked the boy to accom-
pany him to see the town, on which he wisticlly looked at
the Sraman. The latter baving given him permission, both
went away. *

In this way they would go out together. Sometimes in
the morning, sometimes in the evening and sometimes at
midday the Prince would come and take Sridev to the palace
or to a boat or to the exiensive field where they would spend
sometime in conversation, Sridev thus gradually shook off
his reserve and would often anxiously await the Prince's
arrivah

Raja Sasankdev had destroyed almost all the Vihars of
Bengal one by one, but the Brahmins of his court wondered
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why the Vihar of Karpasulama alone was left undisturbed.
One day the premier asked why the Matt of Kamasubarna was
ieft intact, while all the Matls from Pataliputra to Chitlagong
were destroyed,

To this the Raja said, “Therc is no reason why the
Karnasubgrna Matt should be destroyed. I have no grudge
against any particular religion, But my impression is that
most of the Vibars and Matts ate resorts of inequities and
brutal outrages. the Buddhists for want of proper training
comieit heinous crimes in the name of their religion and
twist the meaning of the Buddhistic doctrines so as to suit
their purpose and 1¢  prove the blamelessness of their
conduct before society.  The illiterate Vikshus and Vikshunis
cannot grasp the impoit of the doctrines and give free reins
to their passions.  The principal doctring of Buddba is that
self-control is the only way to imaacipativa from pain, but
this they have forgotten. After baving made enquiries ¥
have destroyed those Matts which bad any connection with
females. And in this respeet Kurnasubarna Matt is blame-
less,  Sraman Santosil is a man of gadly character,”

After this one of the Raja’s niiniseers said that there was
no doubt about Sraman . Santosil's character being un-
bicnished, but none could sa.y that his Matt too was auso-
lutely free from ail connection with females.

The Raja on hearing this said, “If that be your impres-
slon, you should adduoce evidence to prove your assertion
and to ascertain the truth, the matter should Le entrusied to
some competent hands.” .

The premisr sai@ that there would not be a better man
for the purpose than Kamar Nrisinhadev.
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The Rajs consented to entrust the Rajkumar with the
investigation and immediately called him and gave him orders
for the purpose, which the latter submissively promised to
carry ont. -

Thus engaged by his father, Kumar Nrisinha.dev from

. that very day directed his efforts to sectetly know the internal
affairs of the Vibhar. He made sifting enquiries, but none
could supply him with any informaten. At last oue evening
under cover of darkness while he was sauntering behind the
Vihar, in disguise, his notice was attracted to the faint light
coming out of a window of the Vihar, which was then kept
open, He at once repaired to the spotand as he approached
nearer it seemed that somebody was reading somecthing in a
low voice, Gently and with breathless caution he cast his
glance through the window, He could not turn his eyes
back. He wasamazed at what he saw—a girl reciting the
Buddhagatha !

That very day Raja Sasankdev engaired of his son as to
the result of his investigation and asked him if he was able
to ascertain whether any female lived in the Matt.

The Rajkumar gently but fearfully said, *‘Yes, there lives
one.”

A few days after this Nrisinhadev and Sridev were seated
one evening under a banian tree by the river side, looking at
the waves of the Bhagirathi and talking together. In the
course of conversation the prince tried to catch hold of
Sridev’s Band, but be draw himself away a little. Nrisinhadev
asked him smiling, “Well, Sridev, we kuow your father was &
Brahmin, but do you know any further antecedents of yours?”

C
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Sridev said, "My father was a prince. In his declining
years he embraced Buddhism and lived in the Anandpur
Vihar where I was brought up from my childhood”,

Rajkumar: "You come of a noble family but tell me if
you would marry and lead a worldly life or the life of a
Vekshu im a2 Budghist Vihar.”

The boy made no answer, his face grew pale. Nrisinhadev
again questioned him, but he kept silent for a while and then
tauntingly said, ‘I would have married if it were possible
for a poor boy like me to have Raja Sasankdev as my
father-in-law. But as that is not to be since you have got
no sister I have decided to spend my life in a Buddhist
Vihar.” The boy said so much in one breath and felt very
much ashamed. He was extremely embarrassed. It appeared
that the earth was slipping away from his feet and his head
became dizzy. The Rajkumar then asked, “Are you sure that
you would consent to make nobody else your father-in-law
than Raja Sasankdev

“Yes, exactly,” was the reply.

The Rajkumar smilingly said “No confidence can be
reposed in a hypocrite.”

The boy was rather abashed and said, “How do you call
me 2 hypocrite, O Prince ?”

The Rajkumar exclaimed, “Are you not a hypocrite? A
thousand times hypocrite” and pulled the turban off Stidev’s
head. Before she could take the necessary precaution the
curling locks of her hair fell waving on her face. The Raj-
kumar now burst into & loud laughter and caressingly catch-
ing hold of her hand said, “How long can a girl's trickery
last? Now teil me your pame.” The gl was now at ber
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wit’s end ; she was neither heating nor seeing anything, Her
-eyes were fixed upon the surging waves of the river Bhagirathi
and in this absent-minded state she automatically pronounced
the word *Sreelekha.”

Oun the following morning Rajkumar Nrisinhadev made
& proposal before Sraman Santosil about Sreelekhg's marriage
with him. The Sraman, after thinking over the matter for a
long while, said, “Well, Prince, Sreelekha, both as regards her
personal charms and womauly virtues, is worthy of you, Bat
there is some drawback to this alliance. You are aware that the
king who is an anti-Buddhist wouald not consent to this marriage.
‘One by one, he has destroyed all Buddhist Vihars and soon
I would be the victim of his wrath. Though a princess, she
would not be accepted as his daughter-in-law owing to her
having been brought up by a Buddhist.”

The printe was now sauntering along restlessly while tbe
Sraman was absorbed in deep thought. In this way a long
while elapsed when the old man’s face suddenly beamed with
delight ; he placed his hand on the prince’s head and said
“Through Heaven’s mercy your desire would be {ulfilled.”
“The prince was going, to éay something in his zeal when they
heard the trotting sound of g horse, and having locked up,
saw a messenget from the Ming. The man having saluted
the prince and the Sraman handed a letter to the latter. The
‘Staman after having anxiously read it gave it to the prince,
These were the contents of the letter :—

“Sraman Santosil, you are hereby informed that within
the jyrisdiction of my kingdom you have done violence to
the Vedic religion and, heving embraced a false one, are
leading many people astray. And for this my order is
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that you immediately remove the image of DBuddha
from the Vibar, I will bave the Vihar renovated by
Brahmins and will place there a sacred image of Moheswar.
You are a high class Brahmin, if you perform a purifying
ceremony and accept Vedic religion again the Vibar will be
in your chgrge, as its high priest and all the properties in
connection with the Vihar will remain in your possession.
Qtherwise you will have to leave the Vihar to-day with other
Vikshus and Sramans,

HRaJA SRI SASANKDEV SARMA.”

On going through the letter the prince trembled and said
“Father’s heart is {ull of the milk of human kindness ; I shall
entreat him to-day and see if I can make him change his
mind.”

The Sraman said, “My child, you need not do so. Let
the king come and I will do the needful. Your entreaties
would rather increase his wrath, 1 wish you keep away when he
comes.”

The ill news spread like a wild fire throughcut the whole
Vihar and all were overwhelmed with anxiety and horror.
The Sraman sent a letter to tbe kin®, saying “Santosil 1s
not prepared to willingly carry out the unjust orders of the
king.”

All were passing their time in deep anxiety and after
sometime the news reached them that King Nrisinhadev was
himself coming to the Vihar with his retinue. The Sraman,
instead of being affected by the news, took his seat firmly
at the threshold of the temple. The Vakshus and®other
Sramans then took their stend there. In a short time the
Raja appeared in the compound of the temple; a Brahmin
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ot two and some of his ministers stood by him. Sasankdew
ina firm voice said, “Sraman Santosil, remove the image
of Buddha, failing which my followers will do the needful.”
The Sraman in a firm and solemn voice said, “Moharaj, let no
injustice be done. Do not iaterfere with your subjects’
religion. !f you found your kingdom upon iniguity it will
not eadure long.”

The king was wroth and ordersd one of his followers
to remove the image of Goutama and to drive away the
insglent infirm  who was thin like a leaf and strenuous
austerities had rendered his body imatiated and pale,
When the follower advanced, the hoary forehead of
the Sraman became expanded and all his veins swelled, as
if some supernatural power rendered the old man’s body hard
like stone, He (the Sraman) placed himself along the temple
door and told the king's follower, “Before removing the
image of Buddha, if you have the strength, remove the image
of his devotee first.” The old man’s boldness struck the
king with wonder and he said in a thundering vuice, “Remove
this old infirm, just do 1emove him.” The follower caught
hold of the old man% loins and tried to lift him up, but ail
his efforts failed and the old gan remained seated firmly and
steadfastly as a vock. The king then gave orders to his
General who was a recognised athlete and who with the con-
viction of his personal strength came along in a careless mood
and caught bold of the old man, but his arms too that had
killed hundreds of enemies could not move the infirm’s body
an if%ch. And after repeated efforts he sat down in shame.

Now rose a ringing note of subdued praise and wonder
from the spectators. At this the king became more
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incensed and mortified and he himself proceeded to the
temple gate. Then, trembling like a worsted lion, he
applied Lkis whole strength on the old man, but in a
short time he felt exhausted and the old man remained
firm and as unmoved as before. The temple then resounded
with the sh@uts of applause from the spectators. This mira-
culous incident changed the expression of the Raja’s face—
in a moment the signs of anger and revenge pave place to
piety, wonder and delight and be exclaimed like one under
a spell, “Acharjya Santosil, ii is not the will of Bisheswara
that with the image of Buddha his greatest devotee be
removed from this Vihara. How can I, a frail man, remove
one whom the Lord of the universe is willing to retain? I
promise before all here that so long ac Sasankdev will
occupy the throne of Bengal, Santosil and the Buddhist image
worshipped by him will not be disrespected. And as an
atonement for to-day’s iniquitous treatment I am willing to
meet any reasonable demand of yours. So please make your
proposal.”

The spectators were struck dumb with wonder and curio-
sity. *

The old man’s voice was chocked with an excess of joy.
He suid that the Buddhist Vikshus had no complaint under
the golden rule of the king, buthe had only one request to
make, and if that were complied with the old man’s joy
would know no bounds and his last breath would go forth
in wishing well of the king.

King: *“What could be such a request, ®San-
yashin ?”

Sraman : “Periission to join two loving hearts in wedlock.”
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King: “Why should my permission be required for a
wedding? Whose wedding isit? Have the parents of the
parties consented to it ?”

Sraman: “That depends upon Maharaj’s permission.”

The king then said, “Upon your words I give my permis-
sion but te}ll me whose wedding it is.” .

At the suggestion of the Sraman one of the side doors
of the temple was forthwith thrown open and the Raja
found XKumar Nrisinhadev was seated with a young
damsel of unrivalled beauty. Both were abashed
at seeing the Raja. The Sraman took them by the
hands and, having brought them before the Raja, joined
their hands together in his presence. The Raja and the
spectators were struck dumb, none baving been sble to
realise the actual state of things, Raja Sasankdev, who
was beside himself with joy and wounder, stcadfastly gazed
at the charming face of Sreelekba and blessed the pair !



OCCULTISM—II.

e
TRATAKA YOGA.

CHAPTLER VL

Prana IN THE BoDY.

Wr said in the fourth chapter that Prara is the agent by
which the mind controls the tody as a whole and in detail.
This requires some explanation to enable the reader to
practise the contro! of Praaa.

According to  the FPrawopanisiat, Prana is scattered
through us many as 727, 200, coo minute nerves running in all
directions in the bedy. The mind it is which has manufactured
all these sensory and motor, afferent and efferent nerves, and
like the spider and its network it canaot escape out of its own
manufacture. The first task the Yogin has fo perform is to break
this habit of the nind, and make it send Prane through a
particular nerve instead of throweh these jonumerable nerves,
He says that if Prana can be wade independent af these
perves, the bondage of matter immediately ceases for

& man. ) )
How are we to do this seemingly impossible act ?

Ounly a few of these nerves are of the first importa.nce.
Gandhari and Hasthijikva i the left and right eyes respec-
tively ; Poosha and Alumpeosa in the right and left ears res-
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pectively ; Shookla between the two eye-brows, and Saraswa#i
in the tongue; Payaeswini in the neck causing hunger and
thirst ; Visoodari in the stomach which eats the four kf_inds
of food ; and Saxaklini and Damint that take the essence of
digested food to the brain for transmutation into Amrifa
or the slixir of lile ; Raktakvaya which ejects semen, Sinivali
and Kwu/lw which do the like with urine and dung; Admrita
which goes to  Clrdakasa, which is the way by which Yogis
leave the body at the time of death, and widch enables us
to perform Manas-Samynma without which one is ineligible
for salvation; Jde and Piugale the afferent and efferent
nerves connected with the two nostrils and the anterior and
posterior channels of 1he spinal cord; and Swshamaa the
fine neural canal in the spinal column and which enables us
to do Frana-Semynma ;—these are the most important nerves
in the body,

And of all the various manifestations of Praze in us, ten
have been declared to be the most important, These are
again divided into two kinds—primary and secondary. The
primary ones are known as Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana
and Semanra ; the. secondary Pranas are Naga, Koorma,
Krookoora, Devadatta and Dhananfaya,

Prana works in the hea® and causes respiration (brough
Ida and Pingalo; its Adkidevata or controlling deity is
Vissishtha, Apana controls the works of Rakfahvaya,
Kuku and Singvalr are guided by its President Pihvakaria,
Viana vpervades the whole body, radiates the internal
he.at and cold out, and absorbs the outside heat
and cold. It thus tends to keep the microcosm in tune
with the macrocosm. Italso distributes the food essences



282 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

to various organs of the body as required, and its President
is known as Puvayoni. Udana is the Commander of the
fourteen éndriyas or senses. It keeps the senses dorwant
in decp sleep and releases them into activity again at the
time of waking. At death, it gathers up al| the fourteen
to take them ¢o heaven and has the power to return thence
back to earth, It is also the cause of the modifications of the
mind known as Sazka/pa and Prkalpa, and is presided over
by Aia. Samana controls the gastric fire, reduces food to an
undistinguishable form easy to be transformed into various
other forms, Tts president is_faya.

When Prana gets deranged in the bedy, hiccough, asthma
and the ike arise. When Adpana gets vitiated, constipation,
diseases of the rectum, urethra and bladder, and seminal
diseases arise. When Fyawa gets deranged all sorts of
diseases arise as it controls the circulation of the blood and
gjects sweat. When Udana is deranged diseases in the parts
above the clavicies arise. When Samana is vitiated
dyspepsia, colic and diarthees arise,

Readets may here wonder at our implicatien that the
ancients knew about the circulation of Wood in the body
before Harvey. 1t is one of the iionies of so-called civilisa-
tion that a Newton is credited with the discovery of gravita-
tion when a Bhaskaracharya had before recorded his

khowledge of the same. Hurita Samkiita, which is said to be
older than even the old Shushruta says: “The clay thus
eaten blocks the lumen of the several veins, and sigps ke
drenlation of the bived” Bhava-Prakash, which is a century
older than Harvey says: “When defective blood circulafes
through its wvessels, it causes many blood diseases.” We
can quote more, but let these suffice.



OQCCULTISM. 283

Now as to the subsidiary Pranas, Nage cauvses hiccough,
and Kpsrma opens and shuts the eye-lids. Xroskoora pro-
duces appetite and sneezes ; Devadatla does yawning ; and
Dhihananjaya which pervades the whole body and never
leaves it even after death, helps the growth of the body by
assimilating food, The Glheranda Sankita says: “Naga-
Vayu gives rise to consciousness, Koosma Causes vision,
Krikara hunger and thirst, Devadafta produces yawning and
by Diananiaya sound is produced. .. .”

These are the most important Pranas. They are all one
in their nature, and as the Mrigendragama says they “‘ae
differentiated not in reality, but only on account of their
functions,” Tbe one Prana manifests in various ways, but
the manifestation in no way affects its own nature.

Now, we will see how vue DPrana could wmanifest in so
many ways, how One Energy could become several energies,
You know how the different elements are located by the
Hindus in the various spinal centres known as Panmas or
lotuses or plexuses. These elements are Privhus, Apas, Tejas,
Vayu and Akasa. The Prithvi element 1s located in the
Muladhara or sacry] plexus, the Z¥/as element is located in
the lumber plexus {?) or the Svadbisthana, the Apas element
is located in the Manipura &% the solar plexus (f), the VFays
element is located in the cardiac plexus or the Anaekata,
Akasa is located in the Visuadha Chakra,

- The Vayu element of the Anakata divides itself into wo
patts.  One of these is known as Pyana.  The other balf gave
bisth to the four other principal Pranas, in this manner, One-
fourth of it was united with 44asq2 and became Samana, One-
third of the remainder was united with Tejas element and



284 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINu,

became Udana. Hall of what still remained was united with
Apas and became Prana, while the still remaining portion of
Vayu uniting with Prithvi became Apana,

The Yogi proposes for himself no less a task than that of
controlling these various Pranas, If he succeeds in it, as he
must, it dnes his duty well, he becomes master of the universe,
There is no more misery for him, no more fear of death, still
less fear of growing old. He will be as young at five-hundred
years as at his  best; perennially young, beantiful and
happy,—what more can any man desire? Nothing can
impede the achievement of his slightest desires,—watar does
neither wet nor drown him unless ha wishes it to be so, fire
dues not burn him, steel does not pierce or cut him, nor can
any paison affcet him.  Instead of controlling his movements
on the curth, gravity scems to hide in him, for he attracis all
the rest of the world towards himself. He flies through air
and through space at will, and as Vasishtha &id he can
support the earth in space or as Mabammad did bring down
the solar or lunar orbs to the ecarth. For, throughout the
universc, it i3 only this Prava that controls. Prana
being indivisible, whosoever controls the ligle bit of Prana in
himself, will have necessanly also controlled the Omaipresent

Prana. .

Such a being stands in need of nu food. What we
derive—solar encrgy—from eating plants, or as some mis-
guided men do, animals, the Yogi gets directly from the
universal reservoir of energy by simply desiring for it

{To be continued)
Urrupr S, Sukva Prakas Rao, A-M.LASc, M.L.L.C.®

Nambury House,
Vizagaputam.



CURATIVE MESMERISM.—PART II,
(X
GENERAL TREATMENT OF DISEASES,
DiISEASES OF THE SKIN.

IMPURE BLOOD.

CuTtaNreous disease is one of the several mischievous effects
of Tmoure Blood. You must therefore first of all try 1o purify
the blood and to adjust its circulation in the system. If you
cap manage it successfully, you are sure to overcome every
difficulty in the way of cure. To igprove the purity of the
blood, it is exceedingly important that the system should be
50 vitalized that it may be able to throw off its impurity
and crudeness, and thus do away with the elements of
disease. Dr. Babbitt gives the following simple process

of purifying blood, e ’

“Magnetise the right side over the liver, the left side
over the spleen. Inflate the lungs with pure air and then
pound and rub over them.”

Inflating the lungs with pure air means nothing but an
additional help to the magnetizc #uid you pass in, through
your hands when pounding and rubbing over them, i.e.. this
woutd vitalize the blood both from the pure air and the
magnetism as well. The bowels and the skin should also
be kept up in free working order, to pass off all impurities
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when they are roused up. Open air exercise and sun-bathg
are highly recommended. Avoid all kinds of rich food,
control wrong habits, bathe carefully, and your life will
become a joy and triumph, bidding defiance to
contagion.
2. $oiLs, CarBUNCLES, ULCERS, CANCERS,
AUCESSES, SWELLINGS, ETC.

These are all treated almost in the -same way. Apply
‘Warm Insufilations on and around them, when there ig
no objection to this local treatment, owing to bad smell or
so; but when this treatment is not possible, make your
Warm Insufflations aéeve and then delow the affected part
followed by Curative-passes. Bathe the affected part
with hot magnetised water, then dry it thoroughly and apply
a piece of linen spread with magnetised cil. Magnetise the
whole system to purify the blood and to strengthen the
patient as well. Miss I.. Hunt's process of ‘The Form’
may 2lso be adopted,

Boirs when appearing, may be scattered and rooted out
at the very beginning, by reped-passes over it. Magnetise
then the whole system and purify the blgod to prevent further
progress.

CarruncrLes should specially be treated as follows:—
Draw carefully the impure blood out, taking care not to
draw the bleod of the whole system  to the point. Make
outward passes, commencing a few inches away from it
Warm up the extremities to prevent dramwing foo muck blood
to the Carbuncle, which should always be carefully avoided ;
if drawn so powerfully as to prevent sleep, remove them
carefully and put on a small wet pack or a small poultice
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for a while. Put on dry flour or pulverized chalk once a day.
Open the bowels and treat for purifying blood.

It should, however, be always borne in mind that
whatever auxiliary means you adopt during your treatment,
they must always be done with magnetic intention, and
every bit of articles used for such should pe thoroughly
magnetised before they are applied.

In case of ULcERrs and RunNING SorEs, fill the cavity
with flour to atsorb the pus, put on a simple plaster to
protect it from air and make owfward passes. ln severe
cases treat as in CARBUNCLES.

CanNcer—DMagnetise daily. Use ‘The Form' as well ag
local treatment, Try to keep your patient in greater comfort
thau he otherwise would be. Use magnetised il and
magnetised flannel, which often gives great relief, See also
Tumors and CANCERS, page 429, Vol. VI, H, 5. Magazine.—
February rgr2.

3 Rinoworm, CORNS AND WARTS.

Apply local Warm Insuffations, accompanied with
Curative-passes, {oliowed by application of Sazliva. Magne-
tised oil or magnemsed flanoel or wadding to be placed on
the affected part in the night,

CorxNs may be treated Tn the following way :—''Soak feet
in warm water, pare the horny substance away, rub briskly
a few minutes, and paint it with Tincture of Iodine. Wear
easy shoes.”

4.  MILK-CRUST,
® Local curative-passes and bathing twice daily in hot
maguetised water, till, if possible, the /lit#le sufferer sleeps.
Also go through ‘The Form' at every sitting.
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5, WHITLOWS.

“The same treaument as for Rincwowrm, but when signs
of suppuration begin, apply a hot bread or bran poultice,
made with magnetised water instead of the oil and flannel,
which, however, must be empluyed hefore and after the
stage.” ’

ACCIDENTS.
1. FRACTURES OF pONES, INSLOCATION OfF JOINTS, BRUISES,
SeraiNs aND CONCUSSIONS, EIC.

Treat all such cases by local Warm [usuffations. 1i
there be surgical “bindings, applied before your (reatment
commences, do not remove them unless the circulation of the
part is impeded ; much advantage may, however, be gained, if
you have the opportunity to magnetise the bindings before
they are applied. Place the injured part, or the nearest
extremity to it, in hot magnetised water for jo minutes. This
will n0f increase but lessen the heemorrhage, if there be any,
and will rather relieve the patient rapidly from pain; but this
should be done very carefully and you must always b guided
by the circumstances of the case. After a bath, thoroughly
dry and apply hot magnetised oil with cuPafive frictions.

2. Burxns, ScaLps, StTINGs, BEPSORES, CHILBLAINS, ETC,

Local Warm Insuflations accompanied with curatize-
passes, followed by application of Saliva, just like the treat-
ment of RinGworM, CORrns, etc., (see skin disease); but in
the present case Saliwa must zof be used if the skin is
broken. A bandage, prepared with magnetised oil, should
then be apphed.

Application of dry flour, or a piece of charcoat laid upon
the spot will give much velief in case of Burns. In severe
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cases of Buros, a small coolpack is always efficacious. Dr,
Babbitt recommends outmward-passes.
3. Wounbs.

Wounds are to be treated in the same way as above,
but without Saliva. Wounds when tending to inflammation
should be treated as follows :—Apply right hand for a while,
make outward-passes, and wet the rag which you tie around
it in cool mesmetised water,

B. B. BHUTTACHARJEE.

A REMARKABLE case of premonition of death is recorded in
the *“Uebersinnliche Welt.” The sculptor, Professor Strobke,
of Budapest, is, at the present time, engaged on a large monu-
went. For one of its figutes an ald gentleman, Max Schoeller,
sat as model for one hour every day. Schoeller's character-
istic head was near completion when he said to the artist ;
“Professor, I will sit four hours to-day instead of one, but
try and finish the head to-day, as I shall not come again.”
The scu-lptor inquired if the sitting proved too fatiguing to
the old gentleman. “@othing of the kind,” he replied, “but
I have a firm impression that this is my Jast visit to you,
and an inner voice urges me incessantly to finish everything
in this world that I should likefinished.” The artist attempt-
ed to cheer up his model, who, however, assured him that

he wanted no encouragement, and that he lvoked quietly
forward to the great change coming. When the work was
finished the model rose, shook hands with the sculptor
heartily, and left the studio. The following motning
Professor Strobke heard with deep regret that Max Schoeller
had quietly passed away during the night, after having com.
pletely settlea his earthly affairs,

D



THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TANTRA,

XY te—— ——
TEACHINGS OF TANTRA--FIFTH COURSE,

TaNTRIK ritual is a definite process. Ifa man refuses to
submit himself to that process, evideatly he cannot have
the benefits of it. - In the first instance, it may be beyond
the sphere of his comprehension, but the mind, in its highest
sense, has a vast capacity for what is spiritual. Hence, before
proceeding with Tantrik rituals, it is absolutely necessary to
improve upon the religious faculty—the most splendid and
sacred gift we possess. But it should always be borne in mind
that this faculty is subject to the materjial condilions and laws,
There is somewhere about cur mind a something which helps
inthe exercise of the religious faculty, The realisation of
that something holds out tothe mind a sure hope that it
would gain mental strength frosn hour to hour till every avenue
is open wide for what is spiritual.

No sleight of beart can rob nund of its religious faculty.
It is therefore that we must take care that every God-ward
aspiration of the mind continues steadily all along, and
that every talent for religions love and trust is oot ignored.
This Tantrik doctrine is scieatific—not arbitrary. Religious
faculty means nothing more than the force which leads to
the gradual emergence of the Saswi4 element from the XKajasié
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or Zumastk. 1t involves the slow acquisition of mental
strength and the development of the capacity for realisation
of what is spiritnal, We are not o hope for anything mys-
terious. It represents a definile opening along definite lines
which are deflnitely marked by ‘Tantric rituals. What these
lines are may be explained in a2 word. 'The true problem
of Tantrik ritual is in the exercise of mind, while absolute
faith and persistent idea of divinity are all what is required,
It is faith that penetrates the mind with sacred fire. Firm
faith  builds strength  from within and  thoughts of love
actualize love from within. 1faith begets constancy, while
constancy begets strength fromy within ; and so faith begets
success. A man of faith s the master of circumstances;
while, he who lacks it is doubtless the creature of all passing
occutrences. The nature of the effect is naturally the same
a5 the nature of the cause, ot in other words, what we live
in our thought-world we are surc to actualize in our physical
world. On the basis of this axiomatic truth, one of the
preliminaries  prescribed  for the performance of Tantrik
rituals is the concentration of thought upen 2 Ghata or a
jar full of watet. The same principle holds good in the
case of Hoam or the sacrificifl fire, that is to say, the ritual
that bas much te do with the concentration on fire, Simi-
larly, concentration upon ether is the main factor in the
process of Nyasa; while the very way of sitting up in the
course of the ritual sugpests concentration upon earth,
Thus,as a preliminary step, we are required te live only in
the thought of the elements. Thought entertained is decid-
edly a force that has a direct effect upon our mind, and
in some proportion upon our body. Here, let it be remem.
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bered that our body is made up of five elements. By con-
centrating upon these elements, we draw to ourselves a
certain  measure of magnetism which helps to realise the
spirit of infinite love. We are then at once broughtto a
knowledge of the powers that were lying dormant within
our own self. After we have acquired this knowledge, we
might be in a position to proceed with the Tantrik rituals.
All things considered, it seems a not wholly extravagant con-
jecture that during the process of ritual, we may be put in
possession of more knowledge about the means whereby
magnetism is conveyed to us. At this stage we become
convinced that there is some active iatelligence at work,
and also there is an inielligent co-opetation between our

mind and the surroundings.
_All Tantrik rituals deal with the external, though they

might be in an unseen world ; and their chief value lies in
the fulfilment of the prescribed courses of the ceremonials
whereby they reveal to us the inadequacy of tbe external,
either here or hereafter, to satisfy the life of the soul or the
individual self. In fact, ritua}is but a stepping-stone in the
ascent of the consciots mind to its own self-apprebension—
its conscious sharing in the etesnal divine life.

As arule, the Tantrik ritual consists of mental and physi-
cal practices--more mental than physical. Besides these,
surroundings have some influences, The Tantrik expert
mentally offers Jaba, a species of flower, to the ideal Divine
'Energ) upon whom his mind has already been concentrated
This concentration is hezlped from outside by the splrltuai
vibrations of his surroundings and the inspiring effect of the
perfume of the incense, etc. We may here by the bye point
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out that science has already proved the fact that the
potentialities of the human mind know no limitations and
thus mind-force is gradually becoming a subject for ¢lose study
in the Western world. According t0 the laws and truths of
the mental plane, the mind-force is subject to develop-
ment by culture, but it must vot be divorced from pure
spirtuality. ' »

One word of explanation is, however, necessary here as to
the meaning of spiritual vibrations just altuded to above. The
orb of the sun is the concrete-looking centre of its abstract
self in the manifestation of its light and heat. Similarly, the
Ghata or the jar full of water meant for concentration has
likewise a form-centre which radiates magpetism all round
This radiance represents spiritual vibrations.

In the course of ceremonial performances, our conscious
self always suggests, through various voluntary muscular
movements, such ideas as chiefly express themselves in
articulate languages. These expressions are commonly
known as the prodoct of Didye Gyan, Behind the conscious
sell, there lies the background of our personality, This back-
ground is not subject to percepticn, but it reveals itself
through involuntary wuscular actions to which we do not
care to attend, Sometimes, these muscular actions are
internal and are concerned with the physiological processes
of the organs of the body. When they are external, they
seem to be too small to be perceptible. In any case, an
intelligence, not under our conscious control, c¢an reveal
itself by some such physical or sensory manifestation as we
make®use of in Tantrik rituals,

As a matter of fact, Tantrik phenomena are obscure,
while the rituals bring to bear on these obscure phenomena
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the same spirit of enquiry which has enabled science to solve
50 many problems once no less obscure nor less condemmned.
Now, let us proceed with Tantrik ritvals, There are five
distinct groups of these rituals, A detailed account of each
of these groups will be dealt with later on.  Gunerally speak-
ing, to be spiritually-minded is their common aim. Lach
group purposts 1o recognise the fact that we wre sgirits ; and to
live in this thought s to be spiritually-minded. This
Tantrik truth is to be found only within, arul unless we find
it there, we shall never And it at all.  Spirit, as a distinet item,
lies not in the external world. It lies within our own sclf,
When we come into this realization, we have seldom any  fear,
because we have always with us a sense of protection, The
moment we fear anything—suay, disappointment, we invite the
actualisation of the very thing we fear.  When we come into
harmony with the spirit within us, noge can venture to distarb
us. In other words, each group of rituals carrizi a common
lesson. It warns against folding our hauds and expecting to
see things drop into our lap; while, on the contrary, it
emphasizes that we must set inta operation the thought-force
and then take hold of the first thing that offers 1tself. I
each of these groups dogmatic faith ® absolutely required.
The law of attraction—like attragts like—is universal, and it
works on every plane of action.  When it warks on faith, the
human will or more properly the sease-will s raised to the
status of supreme will which knows no limitations, Iere,
it is worth while to notice that our sense-will operates both
inwardly and outwardly. When will relates to physical scnses
it opensoutwardlyand when it is the pioduct of spititual
senses it opens inwardly, that is to say, it opens the mind
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to inspiration because it knows the truth at first hand inde-
pendently of all external sources of information. FHence
absolute faith is essential in Tantrik rituals ; and there, Guru
plays on important part. Some are inclined to ridicuie the
idea of 2 Guru when he is not qualified for spiritual
leadership, But the scepticism which ridicules the necessity
of a Gurx is forgetful of the fact that when our senses
fail to percieve directly the prescribed phenoﬁlena., they
require the intervention of 2 medium to make it perceptible,
This is in accordance with the law of magonetism. Here,
let us pause in order to note that the qualifications of a Gury,
as prescribed in Tantra, are 1dentical with those of Divinity
itself. Hence Gusn serves the purpose of a physical
medium only,

SRIMAT SACHIDANANDA SwaMl



SHE MEETS HER DEAD HUSBAND.,
1K)t
Lucy L. Rav narrates her personal experiences in the
Frogressive Thinker as follows —
As 1 am 2lways interested in items of personal experience

in your excellent paper, I have thought 1 would like to add a °
bit ;of my own.

I was the daughter of an old-time Baptist clergyman, who
sincerely believed in and preached the election of the few,
according to predestination. I was a little girl of ten years,
born with a morbidly sensitive nature, and keen
conscientiousness. How I did suffer at this thought that I
might not be of the elect, therefore was.doomed to everlasting
fire ! How could Ged be so terrible? I could not love, [ only
feared him. But at the age of sixteen, umder the excitement
of a revival in our little town, I was induced to make a public
profession of faith that 1 was indéed a child of God, through
the atoning blood of Christ. At twenty-two I was married to
my heart’s choice, 'who was also a Baptist, but of the more
liberal type. He was & sincere Christian in word and deed,
loving and beloved by all, especially by children. ¥ad been
a teacher for several years; but alas! in little over a year} he
was called to the higher life, but not until he had said to me,
“There are those who believe that the departed sometimes can



SHE MEETS HER DEAD HUSBAND. 207

and do appear to their Joved ones left on earth, If such &
thing is possible, my darling, I will come to you.”

Twenty years of lonely widowhood passed on, living with
and caring for my aged parents, or as teacher in country
schools, until health broke down and I was very ill. For
weeks my life bung in the balance.

One day, just after a visit from my attendin'g physician, I
was lying quite comfortable, with eyes closed, when I sensed
the most exquisite perfume, and at every inhalation I seemed
to gather strength. Cologne had been used about my bed,
and I thought a new perfume had been prescribed, and 1
cailed 1o mother {I could not speak above a whisper) whom
I saw in the other room, to give me more of it. But being
dull of hearing, she did not hear me. Again closing my eyes,
I waited until she came in. The delicious odor increased in
intensity, until, baptized as it were in it, I again opened wy
eyes, determined to call mother to explain, when, lo, and be-
hold! I was standing erect, perfectly well, in what seemed an
immense park, shaded by trees, whose branches interlocked
and were covered with a prefusion of beautiful flowers, from
which came the life-giving perfume. In wonder I stood
gazing. No living .being in sight, But very soon in the
distance I saw a man appromching as if looking for some one,
He espied me, and instantly T was caught in the arms of my
young husband. In ecstasy, my face hidden on his shoulders
I dared not move, thinking, *is this a vision? If so, I'll not

move to dissipate it.”

#He gently raised my head, saying, “Darling, can’t you
speak to me?”

I said, “Where am 17’
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He replied, “In paradise.”

“Are you here alone®”

“Come and see!”

Whercupon we glided along, his arm still around me,
over the velvet grass, until the ground arose to a slight
hillside neat by, the flowerladen trees everywhere giv-
ing forth the® exquisite oder. Halting, he said, “Look!
what do you sec?”

Ireplicd, “T see as through a mist a table set under
a tree, and some one moving about it,”

Laughing gayly, be suwid, “Your spirit cyes are not
fairly opened. Come nearer”—and then I saw the table
laden with the most delicions lookiug fruit, and I recog-
nized my dear only sister, wbo had followed my hus-
band two years later to the spinit life.  She was arraog-
ing the fruit artistically on the table.

“What!” said 1, “do you have fruit to eat here?’
“Yes,” he replied, *“and sveh fruit as you never tasled
on earth. We kuew ‘you were coming to-day, and she
has prepared this little feast of weleome.  There!l she
sees us.”

And  with arms  outstretched she ®rushed down  and
clasped them around us both, gvhea quick as aflash of
lightning, I fell back into uvtter darkness and distress.
The next I knew, wother was tearfully bending over me,
endeavouring to vestore me to conscicusness. I exclaimed,
“Q mother! Twas so happy. Why didn’t you let me
stay?”

With streaming teats she said, “I cant spare you,
for you are all I've got.”
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From that, I was seemingly, as by a miracle, restored
to life and activity, and was able to care for my dear mother
through two years of help'ess invalidism,

This experience was so precious to me, I could not share
t even with my mother, fearing she would tell me it was
probably only & dream, while I knew it was true! So I
never mentioned it to a living person,

My patents were soon both called home, and six years
later T was in Boston, and by the inviianon of a friend
attended a seance at the cottage of a poor woman who had
several children to support.  She was of the coarse, illiterate
type, and T was repelled until [ saw her entirely transformed
under centrol of her guides.  Coming to me, she said, “You,
lady, have strange dreams, don't you ?”

I replied. “No, T dow’t remember of any.”

She then accurately described my young husband, who,
she said, was standing Leside me, and asked if I remembered
meeting him in paradise under those beautiful trees ?

YOh, yes,” I said,

“Well, he says, that was not a dream, but you did come
to him, and he says you will live many years yet, to do
good, but when yotr work on earth is dene, he will meet
you juct the same in that sgme place.”

Three years after that, [ chanced to be walking alene
one quiet Sunday about sundown in Tremont Street, in
Boston, when I noticed in a doorway a bulletin board, giving
notice of a Spiritualist meeting to be beld in the above hall
that afternoon. I wentin, but found only the jantter, who
informed me that T’d have to waitan hour or more for the
services  Being weary with walking, I chose a side seat and
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waited. In due time the hall was filled. It proved to be a
sort of mediums’ advertising meeting.

Presently a young lady who was occupying a side seat
across the hall nearly opposite me was called by the president
of the meeting to come to the platform and give what
messages her guides bad for us, She sprang from her seat,
saying, “No, I am not going to you. I'm going to the lady
'way over there,” and with difficulty through the densely
packed hall she crowded her way to me, and taking each of
my hands in hers with a warm grasp, the ardor of love shining
in her liquid eyes, she exclaimed, “O my darling! you don’t
know how I long to take you again under those beautiful
trees,”

Relaxing her hold, she said, “I don’t know what he
means, de you?”’ )

I am now past threescore and ten years. Have had very
few privileges of meeting with Spiritualists. Am a stranger
in this city where my home has been for the past ten years,
but I am ever ready to give the reason of the hope tbat is
within me. And 1 find people generally interested in my
experiences. Even clergymen learn ; and I lave to tell how
bright and happy my anticipation is, when eny work here will
have been done, of again meeting my beloved under those
beautiful trees, without recall to this lite, with its many, many
griefs and disappointments,
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A Hixou disciple enquired of his great preceptor, “What
is the greatest wonder in this world # The answer was:
“The greatest mystery is how rarely human beings discuss
death, how rarely they think of it, how little the mind dwells
upon the one great fact that confronts all of us—death and
what will become of us after the end.” What is history?
It is the record of the doings of a long processicn
of human beings reaching back thousands of years
into the dim Past—an endless procession arriving
on this earth, active, hati'ng, loving, accumulating money,
striving for a moment and then going back to the earth
from which they same. In the sight of Time our lives are
as brief as the light that a firefly emits on a summer night.
Each of us has one spark of life, and when that goes, ihen
come Death and the mystery of the unknown !

As a rule, man fears death—we cannot, indeed, bear to think
of it, ar talk of i, without trembling. A great majority forget it,
igiore it, Even an old man of eigﬁty who has lost graudsons
and great-grand.sons, will look upon death as a distant, far-off
thing, with scarcely any real meaning for him, Yet deathis,



3oz THLE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE,

in realily, the only absolute certainty, and the thought arous-
ed by coutemplation of this great event is the most serious
and iutenssly interesting’that can be conceived. Millions and
millions of human Dbeings have uppeared on this earth.
Endless thousagds of millions will come and g Each struy-
gles for hug Dittle duay-plans, hopes, fights, fals or succeeds.
Then comes death, and “the rest is silence.”  Surely, this
parting fram the body and the dzar ones,——this mysterions

departure may well be discussed by all of us, and as often as
possible, {ur our solid beveft.

Is death a Dlessing or & curse ? If you believe in an all-
good God, you must acknowledge His ULeneficent character,
though you muy not quite understand it. Just sce. Suppose you
were to live on this earth for ever, with all your shortcomings
and limitations, would you be happy? Would you not be tired
of your surroundings in the course of, say, four scorcs of
years? No misery could be more unbearable than ennui,
That would then be your lot. The human race lias been inha-
biting this globe since many, many thousands of years back,
yet the progress man has made up ll nawgs very little, We
are still only the tiny worms that our predecessors .were,
intellectually, morally and spiritually. Unless oune’s soul is
released from its cage, he can never fly, soar high and higher,
feast on the glories and beautics of unseen worlds, and
fulfil his destiny, which is te approach God near and nearer,
realise His presence more and more vividly, and ultimately
swim in an unending ocean of duanda or bliss and holiness.

Pitiable must be the condition of thoss who think that
death is an eternal sleep, an annihilation. Can any one con-
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ceive that he will ever cease to exist 7 Certainly not, This
is proof positive that he will never die. Sarvival after death
has, however, now been proved scientifically by thousands of
psychic phenomens.  LEven those who are naturally good but
hardened sceptics can benefit themselves immensely by the
contemplation uf death; for, it is certainly the g:ea.test leveller ;
it makes no distinction between the rick and the poor, the
learned and the ignorant. The fact that the averayge life of
man is only 13 years, if kept constantly before the mind’s eye,
will curb our pride, and kil those wolves and tigers in the
shape of baser passions, which are our real enemics. The
contemplation of death, again, will soften the heart and purge
it of its impurities. In deatl we have thus got an  excellent
fricud, only we ought to be able to know how to utilise it for
our good.
—— e ——

A rrorosaL was made last year by the members of the Min-
nesota delegation to the Nalional Spiritualists’ Convention in
St. Louis te take u census of spiritualists ; and arrangements
are now bLeing made to give effect to this, [t has been
stated that if it carbe shewn that there is a large number
of spiritualists in the whole world and that we are not com-
posed of a few straggling members in diffzrent places, there
will be some attention pald to us as an organization,
because “figures don’t lie” and politicians have a profound
regard for bodies of people who have votes, This is un-
dou.btedly a move in the right direction. For, by this
means we shall not only know our strength and be
able to silence Jhe opposition party, but may be ahle to
collect together our disjointed atoms into an effective
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organization to do some lasting and solid good -to
bumanity. The fact is by converting the whole world
to spiritualism we may at ouce do away with wars,
the dreadnagghts, the super-dreadnaughts and the like as
also our police courts and jails, ouc heart-burnings, bitterness
and the thousand and one ills which affect our mind
and nake our lives miserable, Indeed, we can
completely transform the present world and really
establish a heaven on earth. This world would then no
longer be regarded as a vale of tears and men would
cease to die of malaris and plague or a premature death.
In our Hindu Shastras it is said that whenever the world
is full of sin, this is invariably followed by a cataclysm
and the whole human race is obliterated, giving place to
& new, healthy and vigorous one. But possibly the day
is oot far distant when the whole human race will learn
to stand on a gommon platform, and behave with
one another like brothers, when ali kinds of internecine
quarrels will cease and each willtry in his owa way to
contribute to the general happiness of mankind, By all
means let a census be taken of spirifualists at once and
let them work in an organised way to remove ignorance,
superstition, falsehood, bigotry and the general misery
of the world.
—_——

In this issue we publish the beautiful message from
Mr. W, T. Stead, received througn Mrs. Coates and contri-
buted to this Magazine by her good husband, The meszage ,
has appeared in hundreds of papers throyghout the world,
both spiritual and non-spiritual. The real fact is the unusual
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way in which Mr, Stead met with his earthly end; and his
ardent sympathy  with the spiritvalistic cause has
undoubtedly given a fresh impetus to this all-important
subject and people in all quarters are showing a deep interest
in what they get in the shape of messages from him.
This fact as well as the ready response which thes spiritualists
are getting from him from the other side, have encouraged
many to try in this direction with the result that the messages
received from Mr. Sread may now be counted by the legion.
Most of them are deeply interesting and are vibrant with his
characteristic personality. e want to give here some of the
other messages, collected at random, for it is difficult to thresh
out the best of the lot. The Swafower has published a peculiar
message which says that the cause of the “Iitanic” disaster
is only liquor. As this message will open the eyes of many
we publish it below.

Dr. Charles E. Watkins, of Boston, Mass., is a temporary
resident in Detriot, His independent slate.writing phase
of mediumship is a talk in the locality. At a public seance,
after he had given somg satistactory evidence of the appear-
ance of Mr. Stead through.slate-writing and pellet-reading
at the home of one Dr, Fish, Mr. Hazen was induced
to give a trumpet seance. It was ro-3o when the parly
sat down in the circle. The very first message came Irom
Mr. Stead who said that he came through an invitation from
Moses Hull, who had frequently visited Mr. Hazen's classes.
The AfArst thing Mr. Stead said was to assure them that
conditions were about as he expected, and they did not suffer
at mueh as peoplg might think, He said Col. John Jacot

E



306 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

Astor and he had a simultaneous birth in the other world,
and were so near each other that they shook hands in greeting.
He said, “Whisky is the cause of our going to cur watery
grtaves,” Being asked if Major Peuchen’s accusations were
correct he said: “Ves, and half basn’t been told. The
conditicns Were so disgusting that my pariner and myself
retired to our rooms and were there when the boat struck. If
it hadn't been for whisky and lignor we'd all be on earth yet.”
When asked if he had had any warnings of the coming  disaster,
Mr. Stead said : ‘“Nothing, except a warning given me by
Mrs. Etta Wreidt, when she was in England last year. She
told me of a great accident but did not think it would be so
severe.” Further asked if it was true he was coming in the in-
terest of men and the Forward Movement, Mr. Stead replied :
*“Yes, I was to lecture to the younyg men on psychic science.
They have never had the truth about this subject, and I was
going 1o give them some lectures on it and then lecture at
several places in the United “tates.”

Mi. Stead was then asked to speak to the medium whose
forces permitted him to greet themwthus. He spoke very
earncstly on the evil of liguor, and said half of the
world’s tragedies could be traced toliquor, He assured the sitters
that he would visit the Monday evening class, and at some
future time, when he was stronger, would give them a detailed
account of the tragedy. Then, thanking those present for their
interest and their cordial welcome, be bade them farewell, We
are told that no one who listened to the earnest wordsSf this
great soul could doubt or distrust. The evixlence of Mr. Stead
being there and voicing those statements convinced even the
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sceptics, for there were those in that class that had never sat in
a seance before, and only recently knew that such things as
talking with and seeing the invisible spirit were possible, or
even probable.

Practically every week Zigk/ and other spiritugl papers con-
tain information of the deepest interest concerning Mr, W. T.
Stead. On opening the former paper, received while we are going
to press, we find that the Servian diplomatist, M. Miyatovich,
who has represented his country in various courts of Europe,
including England, and is a member of several learned socie-
ties, writes on his experience at a seance with Mrs, Wriedt at
Mr, Stead's Wimbledon House, on May 16, at 10-30 a.m.
Mrs. Wriedt told her visitors—the Servian was accompanied
by a Creatian [riend, a doctor of law and barrister, who had
just arrived in London—that she was a voicing medium but
that under good conditions materialised spirits might show
themselves. A speaking tube (megalophon) was placed in
readiness, M. Miyatovich tells how first a woman, a very dear
friend who died three weeks before, appeared and spoke her
name ; then he adds ghat out of a slowly moving light there
came “not the spirit but the very person of my friend Wil
liam T. Stead, mot wrapt in white but in his usual walking
costume, We both exclaimed loudly for joy,” and the Croa-
tian Doctor, who only knew Mr, Stead from photographs,
spid “Ves, that is Mr. Stead” We go on, however, to the
message. “Yes, 1 am Stead—William T, Stead. My dear
friet® Miyatovich, 1am so pleased you came here. I myself
came expressly to give you fresh proof that there is really
life after death, and that spiritism is true. I tried to persuade
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you, but you always besitated to accept that truth’™
Voicing manifestations took place on another occasion and,
says the Servian gentleman, “Mr. Stead reminded me of
an incident which took place some years ago at his office at
Mowbray House,” He mentions also a long statement by
Julia concerfling suggestions to make Cambridge House, Mr,
Stead’s Wimbledon howme, **a centre for psychic research
in memory of Stead.” He also pays most grateful tribute to
the wonderful gift of Mrs. Wriedt “for having enabled me
to obtain from my unforgettable friend, William T. Stead, a
convincing proof that there is a life afier death, and that
spiritism is true, and for having given me almost a heavenly
joy in hearing the affectionate words of my dear mother
in our own tongue. . , " Zighf announces that Mr.
Stead’s explanatory statement regarding his ‘‘passing” made
through Mrs. L. V. Richmond {Cora Tappan) will appear
in its next issue which we hope to reproduce in the &
S, Maguasine
—_————— ———

As spiritualism is based on fact, secular newspapers also,
which would hardly admit its claims hgve to publish incidents
which throw considarable ligha on the subject. We hear
of precocicus children, musical, religious or literary prodigies.
But what are they? Are they not possessed P It is far the
psychologists to settle the question, One fact in this connec-
tion is notewocthy. A prodigy is found to shine brilliantly
in certain fiebd of action in an exceptional way. But after a
time, this peculiar trait leaves the child completely #hd he
or she gets mixed up with the common hard. Cases are
on record which go to show that the Bossession theory is
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not altogether baseless. A recent issue of the Daily Chronicle
says tbat within the monfh of June a quaint book by a
quaint child will be offered to the world by John Murray
of Albemarle Street. The authoressis Joan Maude, aged
4, the little auburn-haired daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
Charles Maude (Miss Nancy Price). The child is no pale-
faced dreamer. unhealthily and rmorbidly precdcious, but a
bonny little rompof a girl with a huge imagination and &
gift for translating it into vivid and poetic phrases. The book
is called “Behind the Night-Light"—a title as charming as
the child herself—and the stories it contains, to speak in
the language of the above paper, are the stories she has
told to her mother or her father at cdd moments of the day,
giving them out quite solemnly and deliberately, and without
the faintest thought of being doubted or misunderstood ;
as though the world of her quaintly-named characters were
a kpoown world, and its events intimale with every day
actoality,

And what does the above show? Is she not being led
by denizens of the finseen? A representative of the Daily
Chronicle who calied upone Mr, Charles Maude at the St
James’s Theatre where he is appearing as the Hon, Nigel
Armine in “Bella Donna,” found the actor disinclined
to give in detail any of the stories contained in his infant
authoress’s book, Indeed, he was unaffectedly astonished
to fipd that the identity of the authoress of “Behind the
Night-Light" had leaked out. Mr. Maude, however,

admitted that the following announcement in John Murray's
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circular certainly related to the first literary production

of his four-year-old daughter, Joan :—

*“Thisjs a book of an entirely unprecedented lYine. It contains
the impressions of a child of four years of age who can neither read nor
write, but who, ever since she has been able Lo speak, has apparently
associated with & whole compaty of creatures, whose appearances and
habits she describes, and wilh whom she converses. These descriptions
follow a definite system, and are not mere floating and jncoherent visions,
but recer and Have been repeated many times, They have been carefully
recorded and verified, and can be scecounted for by nothing that the
child bhas heard from those who have associated with her. The names
habits and descriptions are all original, and the bock should preve of
much interest to psychologists.”

e gl
Tue following letter, addressed to Babu Piyush Kanti Ghose
by our esteemed friend Dr. J. M. Peebles, will undoubtedly be
read with interest by our readers, for it shows the type of

man Dr. Peebles is:—

“My dear friend !

“Peace and goodwill—we are brothers all.

“Your dear father and myself were fraternally, mentally
and spiritually, brothers, our theories upon Spiritualist,
blending like two morning dewdrops. 1 can never forget him
for his personal kindnesses, nor can I forget you, my dear
nephew.

“I am sorry to learn of your uncle, Bibu Moti Lal Ghose’s
ill-bealth, disenabling him to elabour for the Spiritwal
Magazine. This will, of course, throw extra labour upon
your shoulders, May God and the good angels give you the
health and strength to continue the publication of this
very useful monthly. The seeds that you sow through
it, will yield in the future world, if net in ths, a

beavenly harvest,
“There was a Spiritualist society organizeg when I was in
India and I believe some rooms opened for a library, and I
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sent a series of my books to be placed in this library, bug
1 hear nothing about it ; I am inclined to think that English-
men did not fully sympathize with the fact of having Hindus
as co-workers, 1 may be mistaken in this matter, but if
true, I am ushamed of Englishmen or Amricans who cannot
and will not with heart and soul, clasp hands with Hindus, to
help unfold and spread abroad all great truths, golitical, social
and spiritual.  'We are,brothers all.

“] have just donme myseli the pleasure of assisting a
Hindu to land in this country, Piyare Lall Verma. We
have some very stringent immigration laws—too striogent
to be fraternal. I wrote to our officials at Washingion, and
he was allowed to land and come right to my residence,
He remained several weeks. He 18 from Lahore and now
has a good position in the city of Los Angeles and is
doing well. He calls me his father. Well, whatis life
worth if we cannot help one another?

“I see by your Magazine that Theosophists are still
struggling to get a deeper hold on the Hindu mind;
they are making no progress in this country and 1 am
sorry to say they generally oppose Spiritualism, though
both of their leadeys, Blavatsky and Olcott were Spiritualists,
But through an ambitign to lead and be at the head,
they formed this new society; and in it, did not teach

rebirths till they had been to India.

“I really want to furnish you with a short article in the
future on Reincarnation and the origin of the movement of
Theosophy. 1shall be pleased to forward short articles now
and then for your Hindu Spirttual Magazine upor Spiritualism.

*“Qur literary Americans are making some fun over Murs,
Besant’s flexibility; for while she is_a strong English worman
in London, glqerifying England; in Benares, she is & Hindu—
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Mrs. Annie, “Besanti”—accepting and  teaching Hinduism
“under the name of Theosophy.. My soul obhors policy in
the place of principle.

“Any service that I can be to you, my dear brother, will
be cheerfully and gladly granted,

“Mr Robert Peebles Sudall sends his cordial regards
to you,

“Very sincerely and cordially yours.
“]. M. PEeBLES, M, D,”
—-.‘__.4’_-_..-__.
As a traat to curious readers, we give the following extract
from Ebenezer Sibley, well-known as a magician and astrologer,
and the friend of Edward Kelly, the Alchemist, who lived
about the time of the good QQueen Bess. Thaough the passage
israther long, we quote it in f{ul}, for each knows how to tell
his own story best and, besides, his diction has a quaint
- flavour of antiquity. Sibiey says :—

“In the simple operations of nature many wonderful
things are wrought which, upon a supetficial view,
appear impossible or else Lo be the work of the
Devil, These certainly ought to be considered in a
far different light from magical performantes and should be
classed among the surprising phengmena of Nature. Thus
lamps or torches made of seipents’ skins and compounded
of the fat and spirit of vipers, when lighted in a dark room,
will bring the similitude of Snakes and serpents writhing and
twisting upon the walls. S oil, compounded of grapes being
put into a lamp and lighted, will make the room appear to e
full of grapes, though it is nothing mote than the Idea or
Similitude . . . . Take any wholg hegh, or flower,
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with its root, make it very clean and bruise it in a stone
mortar quits small; then put it into aglass vessel hermetically
sealed ; but be sure that the vess¢l is two parts in three empty,
Then place it for putrefaction in a gentle lheat in balneo not
more than blood warm, for 6 months, by which time it wiil
all be resolved into water. Take this water, and pour it into
a glass retort, and place a receiver thereuntd, the joiats of
which must be well closed. Distil it in a sand heat until
there comes a water and an il ; and in the upper part of
the vessel will hang a volatile salt. Separate the oil from
the water, keep it by itself, but with the water purify the vola-
tile salt by dissolving, filtering and co-agulating, When the salt
is thus purified, imbibe it with the said oil, until it is well
combined. Then digest them well together for a monthin
a vessel hermetically sealed ; by this means will be obtained
a most subtile essence, which being held over the entle heat
of 4 candle, the spint will fly up into the glass where it is
confined and represent the petfect idea or similitude of that
vegetable whereof it is the essence; and 1 this mannet
will that thin substance, which is like impalpable ashes or
salt, send forth from the bottam of the glass the manifest
form of whatever h%rb it is- the mensfruum in- perfect vege-
tation, growing by littlemand little and puttng on so fully
the form of stalks, flowers and leaves in full and perfect
appearance, that any one would believe the same to be
oatural and corporeal ; though at the same time it is nothing

more than the spiritual idea endued with spiritual essencs.
This shadowed figure, as soon as the vessel is taken from
the®heat or candle, returns to its cgpul mortuum ot ashes
again, and vanishes away like aa apparitimn becoming a
chaos or confused matter,”
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The auther then goes on to describe two other processes
to the same effect. These latter processes have the advantage
of taking much less time and labour, but we refrain from
adding to the length of the extract and will conclude with
a few remarks of our own. This idea of similitude, or to
express it more fully, the sympathies and antipathies of
things existing it Nature, was & favourite one among the Rosi-
crucians and Hermetic Philosophers of the Middle Ages.
Paracelsus and his disciples frequently refer to it and itis said
to be the basis of many magical operations. Kircher, a
learned Jesuit, is said to have re-constructed a rose from its
ashes in the presence of a Queen of Sweden. In the
magical Tantras one finds numerous examples of thisidea
in the practice of Sorcery and the production of phenomena.
The trained magician can, by an effort of his determined
will, evoke the occult sympathies and antipathies of things
and press them into his service, and what has been only
inert matier thus becomes a powerful instrument for good
or evil. In these latter cases, it must be always
understood that the power of the will is the ptincipal
factor, the idea of sympathy and antipathy of things being
helpful only in assisting the imaginati®n and creating a
channel along which to direct the will-force.

—_—
LET us narrale two modern instances of sorcery from a work
named “The Unknown” by Cammille Flammarion, the great
Astronomer and Spiritualist,

(1) An old man had refused his daughter in marrigge
to a young tinker, and in revenge, the indignant lover
proceeded forthwith to make his nights eleepless. The
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old man complained of metallic sounds close to his ear,
interfering seriously with his rest at night. This continued
for a long time and the old man was guite worn out. On
inquiry it was found that the tinker spent his nights in
striking a metallic vessel at regular intervals and somehow
this same eound reached the ears of the old man who lived
quite at the other end of the village. It need not be said
that the sound was inaudible to other people.

(z) An old cure objected, on certvin private grounds,
to some church lands being brought under culiivation.
To frighten any simple peasant who might like to rent the
land and cultivate it, ne fixed & board on the property
with a terrible anathema against all prospective cultivators.
Inspite of the warning a bold peasant proceeded to farm
the land buat within a few days of his baving commenced
10 do so, he became terribly frightened in his sleep by
the apparition of a whitesheeted ghost pointing meaningly
at the curse on the board. This had the required effect
and the lands were allowed to lie fallow as Defore.
What the magician did was simply this: He covered
himself with a white shroud at night and walked about
the grounds, point?ng towards the board.

In both cases, the explanation is not far to seek. The
magical faculty is inberent in every man and bas the power
of working even upon remote bodies and persons by means.
of the desire and phantasy of the will acting upon the vita}

peinciple within them.” Thoughts are things, with the advan-
tage that distance is no barrier to their operations, and for a
trained will it should be no more difficult to effect changes
and impressiohs on a person at a distance than for an odinary
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man to try and re-arrange the chairs in his drawing-room.
Distant healing, so much heard of now a days, is a good
example of this power exercised in a benevolent direction
and the practice of witchcraft and sorcery is an illustration of
the same power, but directed in the wrong way. Indeed,
the difference of i Jntention is the essentlal difference between
White and Black magic.

The samme work, “The Unknown,” has another story.
A lady in America dreamed one night that in sleep her soul
left the body and went 1a search of her husband who was away
in the Continent of Europe., After much useless wandering,
she found him on hoard a ship crossing the Atlantic and seeing
that he was asleep in his cabin and fearing to disturb his
rest, gently embraced him and imprinting a soft kiss on
his lips, wus about to depart, when she became aware of
another gentleman who was lying in another bunk in the same
cabin. Being confused at the sight, she left precipitately
and came back across the waves to her home on the
mainland. The next morning, on awakening, she remembered
the vivid dream and being much impressed by it, she commit-
ted it to paper and noted the date and profable hour of the
vision. The husband on the shipalso dreamed the same
night that hie wife appeared before him in sleep, embraced
and kissed him and then departed somewhat hurriedly.
Imagine his surprise the next morning, when his fellow
passenger jocosely remarked that he must be & very fortunate
™ellow, indeed, to bave a lady in undress visit him at mid-

night, On being questioned he admitted that he was wide
awake about midnight when a lady in night-dress entered
the cabin, went up to the gentleman’s bed, embraced and
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kissed him and then left abruptly on coming to know that
a stranger was watching her actions. When the gentleman
reached home, he was able to verify the slory to the very
letter, his wife even describing cortectly the appearance of
the second gentleman, This caseis explaired by the learned
Astronomer as an example of telepathy, thqugh we do not
see how telepathy covers the whole ground. For there
was present a third man, a total stranger to the lady, with
whom she had undoubtedly no sympathy as was the case
between the husband and the wife. We would suggest
that the lady was iravelling in her astral vehicle and
the second gentleman was something of a seer, at least
for the time being, and the husband had the dream meso g
cally impressed on his subconscicis nitnd by a strong?lesire
of his wife.
—_——

In the May number of the Owalt Review, a writer
describes a number of cases where witches, after having
anointed their bodies with narcotic ointments, fell into a deep .
sleep and then imagined they saw all sorts of things. In
Asiatic countries, this practice is sometimes resorted to, to
produce a trance-like cg.ndition in which the subject is seized
by varicus controlling entities, who make communications
through his lips. But, here in place of ointments, drugs are
- either taken or inhaled as smoke. Somewhere we remember
having read of an authority on hypnotism, recommending a
few preliminary whiffs of chloroform to subjects difficult te
t® deal with by purely psychic methods. So the use of narco-
tics is a recognised method of producing hypnosis,
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From its well-known puwer of producing visions and helping
‘one to while away in dreamland much of one’s time, drug-taking
seems to have been a favorite praclice with tbe indolend
Asiatic.  In Europe, it was chiefly used by the witches, and
by magicians for inducing visions in others, Von Eckart-
bhausen, in his werk on magic, gives the composition of a powd-
-er, which being set fire to and the fumes inhaled, produced
various kinds of hallucinations aud visions. It is a property of
most narcoties to produce an exalted state or ecstasy in which
the idea uppermost in one’s mind is brought out and developed
very fully and clearly, even assuming a corporeal and
tangible form, of course in the imagination of the victim. This
s Wﬁuiaﬁygf the iuferior Sadhus of this country are so
much addicted to smeking Cannadis Indwa. ‘They say
it produces concentraticn of mind so that they may dwell
on a particular idea or theme to the exclusion of all other
thoughts for any length of time. In their opinion it also
greatly assists the imagination in creating out of nothing
complex forms of gods and godesses on wkich they aie
required to contemplate. Indulged in moderation, hemp
smoking way do al! these but the smoker gannot help go on
increasing the dose and soon becomes a moral and physical
wreck. Most strong smokers of this d:ug live in a world of
their own creation and you canuot perstade them to believe
that what they see is all moonshine,

It must be understood, however, that, in all cases, their
visions are not pure inagination, for drugs and ointments &n
sometimes undoubtedly produce a low type of clairvoyance
or etheric sight. The snakes, devils, dragdns, etg. of
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deliriom tremens may probably he low beastly elementels or
departed devotees of the bottle who are closely attracted
to the sufferer from a sense of sympathy and a sort of vicarious
enjoyment they obtain when the vietim indulges in his
potations. In these exireme cases “the physical vehicle was
weakened to such a degree that it no longeg presented any
obstacle in the way of a certain modicum of asiral or etheric
vision.” In (act, it means a rupture of the normal relations of
of the physical and psychical systems of man, the former
being quite unable to control the movements and activities
of the latter. In the case of the poor witch, itis possible
that the application of narcotic ointments over the whole
body might very greatly assist the astral body to leave the
physical but not always with a full consciousness, so that on
awakening the woman makes a hopeless jumble of what she
really saw in her astral wanderings and what she imagined
she saw,

The Tantras give recipes for numerous collyria, the appli-
cation of which excites etheric sight, so long as the collyrinm
is allowed to remain in contact with the eyeball, A different
formula is given for each separate purpose, one is employed
for locating the site of hairied treasures, another for obtaining
a view of pisackes, another for seeing fairies and gnomes that
guard over mines and so on. In European fairy tales, one
frequently meets with examples of this faculty produced hy
ointments and the like. and persons employing such a sight

age enjoined to be cateful lest the fairy should come to know
that a mortal is watching th.eir pranks and in  revenge deprive
them of such powers and in addition extinguish the physical
visio.n.
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MosT readers are aware that Moses produced serpents before
Pharaoh’s court and his court magicians did the same, but
those of Moses swallowed up the rest.  The Bible then goes
on to desctibe the phenomenal appearance of toads, rats,
locusts, ete., that overran the land of Egypt. Of course
the superior pogers of Moses over that of the court magicians
are ascribed to special Divine protection. Still, for all we
know, Moses might have been a higher adept in magic. It
is said tbat when an infant, Moses was found by a daughter
of the Pharaoh, on the banks of the Nile, where he was deser-
ted and brought up as her adopted son. When he grew up,

he was made aver to the priests of Isis and under them he
studied the famous Egyplian mysteries and magic in all
its bearings, tor which the Lygyptians were greatly famed,
Many centuries later, the Eider P'liny mentions rats manu-
factured out of the Nile mud under his own eyes; and even
in our day, this ancient land is famous {or its thauvmaturgists,
as readers of Lane’s “Modern Egyptians’ can tell. The
magical Tantras describe different methods for creating
phenomenally snakes, scorpions, leeches, fishes, eic. out
of quite different things. These are not the merc Idea ©F
Similitude of the animals in gquestion, but quite real and
tangible at least for the time. It would be interesting to
learn if any of our readers can tell us instances of this
power. One of our friends, Dr. Ratnesvar thatterjee, wilness-
ed two examples of this feat. Ineone case, in broad day
light and withoat comfederates or apparatus, a man com-
pletely naked, except for a bit of cloth about his loins, produced
quite a big snake apparently from nowhere. It must be
mentioned that the animal, though living, exhibited none of
of its usnal activities but lay liip on the ground until removed
by the magician later on. OQur friend assures us that the
phenomencn was produced under conditions totally exelu-
ding any chance of trickery being employed.

——



