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to{X): )
A courbspoNnENT  very kindly advises  us  that in
weighing evidence we should follow in  the foorsteps of
Curopean scientists and of the members of the Scciety tar
Psychical Research. Though the advice is sound, we must
say that the European scientists go to the other extrems
and often show an unreasonable prejudice which 1s to be
avoided by all means in connection with psychical research.
Fancy, vne such savant seught to prove that the soul is
nothing but & material saubstance made up of two million
_cellst  Thig extraordinary paper has already been published
in a back issue of the Magazine. Anather scienlis, a
believer, has, in- his paper, tried to shew that the. ghosts
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themselves are being educated to meet the requirements of
this material body and scientific age. Thus a scientist
demanded that «f ghosts could make themselves visible it was
but natural that they should allow themselves to be caught
by the camera. “Is it so?" said the ghosts, “Here we
are.” And now wmany photographs of spirits are on show.
Of course, we expect to say something about these photo-
graphs in time, specially in connection with Dr, Coates’
new book, “Photographing the Invisible.” The strange
fact is that if science is wmaking its demands upon
the spirits, the latter are not behindhand in responding
to the call. Spiritualism, in short, is bound to meet the
reasonable demands of science if it is nat a delusion.

1f scientists in the West are unwilliog to belicve in ghosts,
so are men in this country, educated in the literature and
science of the West. One such was Babu Raj Narain Bose,
head master of the Midnapur school, and latterly the dis-
tinguished recluse of Deoghur. He declared that he bad
no faith in ghosts but stili he had to communicate his
weird experiances to the press. The experiences overtook
him in this manner. He had to leave his dwelling-house
at Deoghur for some time and removed to what was
then caled the Baral Bunglow situated at a shart
distance to the north of the former, It wuas the hot seasou
and no one had the least reason to suspect that his new
house was the haunting piace ofa ghost or ghosts. How.
ever, the thiug so manifested itself that he had no help but
to communicate his experiences to the outside world.
What actually happened was published by his “son, Babu
Jogiudro Nath Bose, who was a journalist and trained in
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the same way of thinking as his learned father, in the “Bharati”
Magazing, a literary periocical conducted by the members
of the Tagore family of Jorasanko. Babu Jogindro Nath
Bose wrote the account under the auspices of his distin-
guished (ather and gave a description and a plan of the
haunted house to shew that any sort of trickery was
impossible,

It was the hot season. One day there was a dust stonn and
the commencement of the manifestations was aanounced by
« fittle sister of the writer running in to say that somebody had
made a loud and unearthly sound ; a little while after another
messenger came in haste with the astounding intelligunce that
somebody was pelting stones! But how was it possible to do
it when every window and sbutter had been closed on
account of the storm? .

“iVe entered the condemned room,” says Babu Jogindre,
“we began to watch and there was no doubt of it
that some dried fruits were falling from the ceiling. The
house was surrounded by extensive open fields. We made
asearch on all sides with a light. But we saw nothing.
S0 what we saw was this, The doors and windows of the room
had heen tightly closed. We all stood in the room,
watching what would happen and we saw dried fruits falling
one after another from the ceiling. Naturally, the idea of
ghostly pranks occurred to us. But could it not be the
work of thieves? Perhaps tbere was an opening in the
ceiling through which the thieves were letting fall the fruits to
frighten the inmates. But a thorougl search was made
onthe roof with a light with the result that nothing was
discoverad.
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“While next sitting in anotber room, we said, ‘If it is the
work of spirits why does not something fall from the ceiling of
this reom ? If such a thing happens then only can we helieve in
the existence of ghosts.” Within ten seconds, after we had made
this challenge, & fruit was flung befere us with great force !

“But what was the fruit that was falling from the
ceiling? e showed it to some peaple of this place, © They
said it was a wikd fruit and was seen to grow on hills. Here
let me parenthetically observe that hills with fruit trees are
at least six miles from the house in guestion haunted
by the ghosts. And what was more inexplicable was that
some of the fruits appenred to be so fresh as to bhave been
plucked within 2 or 3 minutes of their being thrown at us.
Indeed, in some cases the juice was found to coze out of the
stem, though in the hot climate of Degghur it would be impos-
sible to get a frwit in that {resh state even if it were plucked,
say, To minutes Defore, much less to obtain one from a place
about six miles distant from our house. This w.ll be clear to
those who have any experience of what hot season is like in a
place like Deoghur.”

We need not go into further details of this experience
of Babu Raj Nazrain Bose. In short, the account isa very
long one and in the end the soun, who was a staunch un-
believer, had to acknowledge like his father that the whole
thing could not be explained withaut agreeing to the assamp-
tion that it was Lhe work of ghosts. But the narrative pales into
insignificance when compared with what Babu Shishir Kumae
Ghose experienced in the same locality, Though it has
already appeared in this Magazine, we cannot resist the

mptetion of reproducing portions from it here.
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Babu Shishir Kumar spent the whole of the latter part
of his life practically at Deoghur. Oune day it was brought
to his notice that ghostly pranks were being witnessed at
a bouse belonging to one Gonori Mahata who supplied him
with milk. The place was about two minutes’ walk {rom his
own house and he repaired thither, accempanied by two of
his friends, both of whom were highly educated men, one
beinz a Government officia  Here let us quote Shishir
Babu himself. Says he:

“My friends were a fev yards off from me, talking together,
and took this oppor .aity of addressing the ghost in these
words :  'Sir Ghost, if you are here, please shew yourself
to us, for we are highly respectable gentlemen and you
should behave properly with us.' No sooner had 1 said
this than aclod of earth came rolling down the siope of the
hut near which I was standing! This amused me greatly,
for [ could not believe that it was actually a ghost that
had responded to my call. So [ asked my friends tv note
the politeness of the ghost which bhad actually listened to
my terquest.  They had heard the sound of the fall of the clod,
but had not seen it coming down. So they came close to
me to examine the clod. I again addressed the ghost
1 said: ‘Sir Ghost, this is highly improper, you should be
impartial in the treatment of your guests, You have satis-
fied me but not my friends., Please shew yourself to them
also.” No sooner bad 1 said this than there rolled another
clod, and this time we al! three saw it. Let me confess, this
time we were all surprised. But was that girl doing it ? No,
we could see from our position that she was busy doing
her work of sweeping.
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“I again addressed the ghost, ‘Sir Ghost, remove all
our doubts and do favour us again’ No sooner said than
done. Another clod of earth came down roili_ng, following
the other two. We were petrified with astonishment. It
was about g in the morning, the sun was up in the skies
and there was not a speck of cloud. And we three saw this
before our eyes in an open field where there were none
except the girl who was sweeping the yard. But no time
was allowed us by the good ghost to speculate upon what
we had witnessed, for the merry thing now began to roll
down stones of its own accord, one after another, in rapid
succession. Then clods and stones began to fall imio the
yard which the girl was sweeping. We ran there, and
then commenced, as it were, a perfect rain of stones, pieces
of burnt brick and clods of earth. Where did they come
from? From the skies? ‘Perhaps. Perhaps not; for, scme
of them struck the mud-walls of the huts horizontally. Of
course, we were afraid of being struck by these missiles but
Iuckily we escaped unhurt, but some others were bhurt subse-
quently, though slighty. For, the fact of this strange occur-
rence had gone abroad, and people were rumning to the
house from all sides, even from the town, which
was about half-a mile distant {rem the place. The
house was thus flled by hundreds of men in &
short time. '

“As I said, it was broad daylight and though there
were hundreds present, none could tell whence the stones
came, The inmates of the house had come back and they
were kept in one place huddied together so that they might
play ne tricks. But the scene that preseanted itself (it was
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literally hailing stones) convinced every one thatthere could
be no trick at the bottom. The yard was soon flled with
these clods, stones, ete, and they became almost knee-
deep in a short tiwe.

“But the most wonderful feats, perfermed by the ghost,
yet remain to beto!d. A big piece of stone, weighing over
a hundred pounds (more than a wavnd) which it would
be difficult fer one strong man to carry, was brought out
from the bottom of the well which stood on one side of the
yard, and thrown into the yard. A little before this we had
heard & splashing of water in the well, and the bLig stone
was brought out and made to [all in the yard with a thud,
This so terrified the sight-seers, thal while some Hed others
took shelter in the huts, .

“1 had & notion that the girl was a medium and it wns
through her that the ghost was playing his pranks, This notipn
I gathered by observing one fact. It was this: The clods
fell mostly where the girl stood. So I led ber and Gonori’s
wife to the eastern side of the house to a field where mustard
bad been grown and gathered, It was an open field, filled
with clods of earth among which, no doubt, the ghost had
found some of his missiles. I made the girl and the weman
sit in the fieid. There they sat, and wonder of wonders, the
clods round them began, as it were, to dance! Thus a
clod would rise, say, four or five feet from the eartn and
fall down. At times more than one clod would thus rise
up and fall down. Here then we had the scene of
clods of earth in the midst of the field dancing, as il they
were imbued with life, and this at about eleven in the day
and in the presence of hundreds. Tt seemed to me that
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in the field the ghost had not power enough to be able to
throw the clods to any distance.

“Suddenly a thought struck me that I might as well take
the girl to a c’osed room, and see what the result would be.
o I took her and Ganori’s wile to a room, which bad walls
on all sides but no windows whatever and only a small door
to enter by,  We sat all three together and kept the door
open.  Those who still remained—it was then about 2 v w1,
mnst having left  the place—stood outside, bewildered
Tor five hours the ghost had been  pelting stones, and when
1 took the woman and the girl in, I saw that its power had
got a htte weakened,

“\Well, we three sat, facing one another. There was
alinost as clear light in the roum as there wis outside. |1
then addressed the ghost, and requested him that now was
the time for him to shew wonders. Saying this we remained
quiet. O course, our people know whata skida ls—it 15 =
cunttrvance made of jute like a sling to hang pots and cups
on. A .uka xas hanging behind me, on which was placed
a cupp made of se/ leaves, contaming a small quantity of a
sort of cowrse pulse grown in those parts, called Kurthi. T
beard a rustling sound bebind me, and oun turning my eyes I
saw that the leal cup was tying, asit were, to leave irs
place.  After some slight efforts it succeeded in raising itself
#nd pouring its contents (the Kurthi}) upon my ‘devated’
head. Of course, [ was amused a little at this prank, though
I was also frightened a bit.  So the ghost was a wit. I told
him *Vou have soiled my head,’ But the ghost, of course,
could not speak, andso I gotno answer. A minute or so
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later, I heard a noise proceeding again from the same spot.
This time Isaw it was a wooden bowl which produced it
The bowl, which had also been put on the skits, shewed
signs of life, and it seemed that it was also trying to come
out of its place of confinement. After some efforts it succeed-
ed in releasing itsell and coming towards me. And the bowl
now poured iis contents upon my head !

“All this while the girl and the woman were sitting before
me in broad daylight. And what did this bowl contain? It
was salt! So Mr. Ghost poured all the salt that the bowl
contained upon my head !

“This was joke number two. And we all three laughed.
‘Can you speak, even in whispers #—1 asked the ghost. No
answer, There was a bamboo stick—a lathi, in short, a
bawboo club about 5 ft. in length—in the room, leaning
against a corner.  This was the third object which was seen
to shew signs of life, It trembled a little, as if some one
wete shaking it ; then it stood erect.  Next it began to move
and approach me by short jumps as some birds weuld do,
when walking! And then it seemed to me as if somebody
hiad grasped it with Loth hands and been, in that manner,
carrying it towards me! Then it struck the earth with great
force. My head escaped by a few inches only ! 1f the club
had fallen upon my head, it would have teceived a serious
hurt. It seemed tn me that the ghost was giving me a hint
to depart and thus escape worse treatment. I had, indeed,

to put an end to my experiment immediately, and come out,
It was then about half past two;the ghost had begua its
manifestations a little before y a, m. I came howme exhausted
in body and mind, though with a deep determination to
continue the experiments the following day.”



g0 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

Yet another narrative, the authenticity of which has been
vouched for by an Indian gentleman-—a man of science and a
figure wellknown in the Engineering world of this country.
We got it originally from a highly authentic source but as the
name of Mr, D, Ball, C, E., was mentioned in connection with
i1, we referred the matter to him with the result that he
wholly corroborated the account. He alsa gave us soww
aotes of his personal experiences in the matter to which we
shall refer al the end of the story. The incident happened
in 1900 near the Dum-Dum Cantonment railway station,
a ptace only a short distance from Calcutta, and Mr. Balt
was then in charge of the whole line between Calcutta
and Khulna, He 1s now in charge of the constraction
of the Jessore-JThenidah line and reference can, if desired, be
made to him at Jessore.

Says the writer :—

“Babu Srechari Kundu was the name of a railway police
head constable, who resided at the quarters adjacent to
the railway station. Those who have passed through Dum-
Dum Cantenment might have noticed a big two storicd
building 2 little to the north of the station, contiguous
to atank. This building was divided into two parts. The
front balf was occupied by the station master, who resided
there with his family, The other half, to the east, was
occupied by Sreehari Babu and his family, The butlding
was surrounded by a high puca wall. To the south of it
were & tank and the road leading to the station,
to the west of the Starion Master’s quarters, ' and
on sll other sides of the building were houses of
aeighbours,
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“The family of Babu Sreehari Kundu consisted of the
widow of his departed brother, his wife, his nephew and
himself. They were 1esiding in. this house for nearly
a year. Batall on a sudden, ona Sunday, just at nightfall,
brick-bats began to be pelted by some unknown
agency. They took it to be the work of ladmaskes {bad
characters.) But Badmashes are generally scen to give a wide
berth 1o the houses of those that serve in the police depart-
ment,  After a careful search by a dozen men including
local watchmen, Sreehari Babu was convinced that it was
not the work of mischievous men at all, | Brick-bats
continued to be throws till v1 p. m, gradually con-
vincing all the members of the family that there must be
seme unknown cause at the root of the evil, Nothing
remarkable happened during the rest of that Sunday night.

“The next day, Monday, from evening, the same thing
-occurred again, But i on the previous day the stones
had been thrown outside that day (Monday) they were
seen to fall inside a room all the doors and windows of
which were carefully bolted.”

“From Tuesday the disturbances took a remarkable
turn, On the first two days, the trouble was only nomi-
pal. There was onlythe pelting of small pieces of brickbat,
But on Tuesday, (rom the very noon, bricks of alarger size
were seen to come in  incessantly. After nightfall, when
Srechari Babu's wife was cooking rice with her sister-in-law,
the widew referred to above, in the kitchen, the big
curry stone (5#) that stood reclining agalnst the wall,
fell down with a great thud. A brass dish was raised and
then thron down with tremendous force. Two Dieces
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of dirty rags which one would abhor to teuch were thrown
near the rice-Zaadi and this spoiled the food. Then, when
Srcehart Babu and his nephew were taking their supper, a jar
full of salt was raised and throwa down at a distance of four
or five cubits from them. A brinjal that was in a basket, sud-
denly whizzed up, as it by magic, and fell down gently. From
off a shelf, abag full of spices was thrown down, by whom
none could see. Thisfell on the jar .of drinking water which
wis at some distance.

“It can be easily imagined how the unfortunate family
were seized with great panic and went to bed in
a terrible anguish of mind, The Station Master and the
membets of his family came to see the plight of the
haunted family, with Mr, Devendra Nath Ball, C. E., and
another gentleman who also was an engineer, As if to ridi-
cule them blows were rained upon a window and the glass
panes  were all shattered with great noise before their
very eyes. A looking-glass, a comb and a fan were raised
from off a shelf, and all came down in a trice. Underneath
a plank there was a brush, and before all these gentlemen
it was brought out and thrown on the floor, A shoe that
stood against g wall, suddenly disappeared and was
found, after a time, nearly 20 cubits away from where the
gentlemen were seated. Then a much more wonderful
thing occurred, A piece of stone, just of the size that could
be found on roadsides, wasseen to be thrown in and all
the gentlemen present felt it to be very hot as if just taken
out of & furnace. These lasted up to fz p. m. mid-night

“At dawn on the following day a lamp that was still burn-
ing was suddenly removed a few cubits away, just as a ball
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is rolled on. Again a blow on the sashes of the window
and they were shattered hefore the very eyes of a
number of by-standers. A picce of quilt that was kept in a
bundle on a chair was thrown down. At 10a. m. a few books
placed on a haox were, all on a sudden, thrown down
along with the box. A muenl glass which stood on the flooe
was thrown out inte the yard below with great force and
broke iustanmly. Then when the widow was cleansing
the fleor with waler and vag, the wuterpot was snatched
away by an invisibie {orce and could not be found anywhers.
All these happened in broad day-light.

O Wedoesday might an inhstand was removed from  one
room to another and the ink was thrown on the wall of the
second room,  Anaxe was seen to fly in the uir and drop
down, how, nobody knew,  Nexte at about 1o p.on., on the
same day when Dabun Rameswer Guha,  Sub-Inspector of
Police, Babu Rajan Kan Banerjee, Overscer, and many other
gentlenmien were preseat, apot of Dine was seen to be removed
from one room o another, transpored, by an invisible force,
making all of hem dumbe-feanded,  Then all was guiet tor
some time.

“On Thursday, the intensity of the disturbances lessencd o
good deal, enly brick-bais coming now occasionally.  Iudeed,
Lrick-bats continued 1o be thrown for sometime more but
the members of the family having become habituated to this
sort of disturbance did not mindit.  After a few days more
the disturbance czased altegether, Many gentlemen of
the place, as I have said, saw the occurrence with thei:r
own eyes and many even left  trains to have a peep inlo
these mysterious phenvmeni.”



04 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE,

When the above scccunt was referred to Mro Ball ho
swid that all of the incidents had been very truthiully stated,
the only discrepancy beinz shout dates. Indeed, great
was the sensation created in  the locality uand among  the
whole railway staff, as many of the phenomena happencd
hefore dozens of respectable men, so that there could be no
doubt about their truth and most of them were well remems-
bered by many,  Though it was now more than twelve years
azo, said Mr. Ball, he temembered many of the pbeno.
mena most vividly,  Ewvidently some ol the phenomena
must have been left out, he added, and what had wmerely
been wmentioned as only a triling incident had eircumstances
conpected with it which really invested it with a significance
and made it deserving of being locked mto with more  than
ordinary terest

By way ef illustration Mr. Ball sud thatthe brush inct-
dent, above referred to, did not happen on the same day
on which the glass panes were simashed.  About the brush
aicident he  sald that he was there for  the first time,
with a pleasant sensation in his mind on account of the
prospect of witnessing some phenomena which could not be
cxplained by science. For, he could not ditbelieve his
fricnds and they said that something was bound to happen
every 1o minutes. But thrice ten minutes went by, and
nothing happencd! Were the ghosts afraid of Dr. Ball,
who is a Liuropeanized Bengalee in the matter of  education
and dress ? Or, were they waking fun of him i not doing any-
thing so long he remained there ¢ DMr. Ball was, however,
determined to see the matter to the end but when it was
close upon two hours he could not wait auy longer. He
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expressed his deep disappointment and said, the ghosts
could befool those who were fools but they were powerless
bufore 2 man with brains.

After this he was about to depart when a brush fell in
fiont of him from where he did not know. This amused
him considerably.  For was it not a challenge? e sat
down in the chair and placed one of his fect on the brush
wiich lay on its back. His fricnds now insisted on hun
to wait for more coavincing proofs. At this time Mr, Ball
suddenly lelt that his leg was being swuyed to and {ro thouch
he himself was not conscivus of doiug it.  On closer exami
nation it appeared that the brush which was lying under
neath his right foot, the wooeden portion of which s usualiy
of an oval shape, was rolling up and down on the floor, the
result being that his leg was being swayed 1o and [ro.

Now, this was very funny. Ale. Bull pressed s fom
on the brush with some force when the rocking ceased at
once, but as soon uas he relased the pressure a little it cou-
gnued  again! Mro Dall was very moch surprised,  He
repeated the operation two or three (mes and was thoroughly
satisfied that the brush was beinz noved by an unknewn
furce,  “‘Was any better proefl necessary at all 27 thought be.
He removed his foot from the bLrush, but still it eominued
torock. He inadvertently cricd out “stop,” aud it at once
stopped.  “Go on” and it recked again,

The assembled friends of Me, Ball thought that he was
at something, though in the beginning they could not under-
starnd what the nuatter was. His shout of stop,” however,
attracted thelr attenticn more closely to the matter and they
were exceedingly surprised to find what it really was  One
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of his friends remarked that the ghost was undoubtedly a
polite one inasmuch as it acted according to the wishes of
Mr. Ball. But he was destined to witness another equally
wonderful feat.

After a few minutes Mr, Ball expressed a wish to have
a pen for the purpose of writing somethlng, as there was
none on the table at which he was sitting. No sooner said
than one dropped on the table from which side it could
not be ascertained. He immediately caught hold of it but
at once threw it on the table as it appeared to be very hot.
He then wanted to know where (hat particular pen had
been kept.  On enquiry it was found that it was in a closed
box In a side roum, Bny communication between it and
the one where Mr. Ball was sitting, being stopped by closed
doors and a thick wall. A friend now said, “IVell, Mr..Ball,
only a little while ago we were cursing the ghost as being
very uneivil for having kept you waiting for such a long time,
but the same remark can not be applied to it now, for
far from being uncivil it is now found to render you services
with the gieatest promptness,”

Anocther incident related by Mr. Ball was that one day
& brass pot (%&fa} in constapt use by the family was found
missing. A diligent search was inade for it but nowhere
could it be found. As they experiznced some inconveniencs
for want of a /ofe they were just going to send out & man
to purchase one on the third day when, lo! it was<found in
a very prominent place covered with seot and dirt as would
happen if a pot were left unused for sometime.

The next noticeable incident, says Mr. Ball, wd$ witnessed
by not less than a bundred persons. The dewn RKhulna maii
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arrived at Dem-Dum Cantonment Station at about 3 a, m.
But a message having been received from Dum-Thum Junction,
announcing that there was no hope of the line being clear
for half an hour or so, a large number of passengers
thought of availing themselves of the opportanity of paying a
visit to the haunted house which was close by They,
therefore, alighted in batchgs Znd ran to the spot, Mr.
Ball being one of them. 'The occupant of the huuse admitted
the more respectable of them into a room the duors and win-
dows of which were closed to find if anything could be
thrown in through the thick walls, A large clamiour was
raised damanding the ghost to show them something ]
some entreated, some threatened, but all to no puposs.
‘I'he passengers grew impatient as half an haur had already
¢lapsed and the repeated whistling of the engine showed
that the train was about to start. When at last the dis-
appointed passengers were about to fling open the domy,
a big stone about a maund and a balf in weight dropped
down on the floor. It was a miracle, said Mr, Ball, thae
space could be found for such a big stone in such a crowded
place without hurting anybudy. On touching the stone it was
found w0 be exceedingly hot. Reference to this incidemt
has been made in our correspondent’s letter.

“One peculiar fact noticed by me 1n connection with
the disturbances,” said Mr. Ball, “was that whenever
any object was pa¥ed through any material barrier it was
invariably found to be exceedingly hot.”

We believe it is now needless for us to prolong the
subject any Qicther, We have given above three accounts of
spontaneous physical phenomena from three unimpeachable

B
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sources observed by men in high position in this country.
“Those who have read this Magazine from the very begin-
ning must bhave come across several accounts of a similar
type also obtained from reliable sources. Two such .were
the “Ahireetolla Incident” and the I“Hanumannagur' Incident”
hoth of which created a good deal of sensation at the
time.

But what do these phenomena prove? They unmistakably
show the existence of a force the nature of which cannot be
explained by the known laws of science. Even the most
incredulous of scientists have been obliged to admit this
unknown force. We further find that this force is intelligent
and that it can understand the language and the sentiments
of buman beings. It can appreciate humour and can render
us service or disservice according as it suits its whims, In
fact, we find from unimneachable evidence that this force.
bebaves with us in exactly the same mauner as a human being
would.

The manifestations, Lhowever, do not conclusively prove
that they are done through the agency of mem who at
one time lived on our earth but are now dead. There is,
of course, this element of doubt, vz, are they the ghosts
of men or some other creation of God equally igtelligent
as humam beings, who sometimes play pravks termed
ghostly in common parlance? Though this point was not
made clear in the above three cases, it was unmistakably
proved in the Hanumannagur case, communication having
been opened with the spirit through the mediumistic widow,
while many sesmingly unexplained phenomena were thorough.
ly-explained and the identity of the spirit was proved to
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petfect satisfaction. This case was discussed thrcadbare
in several issues of the Magazine, so we do “not wish to
recapitulate it here. These phenomena are, however, the index
that the spirits of men are prebably trying incessantly to
make their existence realised by us; and if we, or ovur part,
prove equaily enthusiastic fo receive the niessage, a duy way
come when the seemingly impenetrable wall between the
twa worlds may be removed for ever, bringing in heavenly
light, contentment, happiness and glory to  our now
dark world.
Prvuse Kaxtt Guosrk.



THE SCIENCE OF LIYE,

1K)

(1]
THIS warld is so full of troubles, trials, temptations, sufferings
and miseries that the question is very often raised and that
seriously by thoughtful men, whether this life is worth living.
A few there are who view this world a5 & snare and think
that the best thing for 2 man to do will be to fly away from
it, to retire to forests and there to live a secluded life far
away from the haunts of men, immersed jn the contermplation
of God, making the moss his bed, the cave his humble cell,
the fruits his simple food and the crystal well his drink.
There are others who take a bhopeful view and hold that
life is worth living and that the physical and moral evils in
this world have their proper egplanation and that they are
not inconsistent with thé rule of this world by.a benevolent
and all-powerful God.

Whichever side we may take, it cannot be denied that
physical and moral evils exist in this world to an enormous
extent and stagger many & thinking and sympathetic mind.
Unless supported by faith- and full confidence in the
righteous rule of this world by an all-wise Govemor and in
the ultihate triumph of virtue, they are hkely ‘to give up
the case as hopeless of any satisfactory solution. There
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are 2 thousand and one ills which flesh is heir, to. To begin
with, there are the pains of physical wants, such as hunger,
thirst and fatigue. There are then the sufferings which
set in, when the animalorganism can no longer be worked
properly. The failing organs are susceptible of many forms of
painful decay. Some animals pine away into skeletons and
strew the ground with their dead. Others are smitten with
maladies, which spread rapidly, and in order to arrest the
spread, they have to be slain. We find many of our brethren falk
victims to such terrible diseases as gout, theumatism, paralysis,
apoplexy, diabetes and consumption; and many in the last
scene, which ends their strange eventful histpry, have to
drag on their miserable existence in second childhood sans
teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything which animal
instinct holds dear. Apart from the diseases and sufferings
incidental to old age, weakness and failing organs, we are
very often invaded by epidemic and endemic ailments, that
carry away, in their sweep, thousands, irrespective of their
age and bodily vigour and strength and leave many a family
altogether desolate and crippled for ever in theic resources
of life. There are then the disasters resulting from physicat
elements. Storms reund the forest, Aoods submerge the plains,
untimety frosts nip every growing promise, and avalanche
buries the growing fields and the warm life of the valley
in its snows. The earthquake, the voleano and the geyser
make a crue! sport of life and the evils produced by these
agents have, indeed, a very appalling effect.

In addition to these sufferings, we have ideal miseries
which affect us for long periods even when there is no
actual physical pain. Memory has the cruel property of
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stripping trouble of its tramsiloriness and foresight beuays
the secret and makes us suffer long before the instant of
surptise. 'The evils we have to meet do not stop here.
We have also to experience the moral evils that prevail
to a very large extent in this world. 'The misertes which
vice and wrang-doing produce are great, indeed, and leaving
out of consideration such of them as f{follow as natural
penaliles for sin, we have a vast residue which affect the
innocent not concerned inthe guilt or wrong-doing which
produces these consequences. Apart from these miseries
the very fact that there is se wmuch unboliness m human
life s in itsell a ternble feature. There is, however, a
positive, bright and sunny side to this picture and no one
in lis senses can deny that the joy and happiness of life
and all the other enjoyable and good things preponderate
over the physical and moral evils alluded to above.  These
facts ave, no doubt, perplexing enough and seem to be an
indication of a linit to the goodness or power of tiod. We
find God in vature, in humanity and in history and we
find Him to be ouNIroTENT, allwise and allgood. A
careful study will show that these can be explained and
that they are not incoasistent with God’s goodness and
power, unless omnipotence means power Lo cause the
co-existence of things contradictory.

Notwithstanding all that may be said to ihe conuary,
life most be held to be worth hiving. 1t is not pussible
to maka up the grand total of the good and evil things
in life and to strike the balance and to say what the
resultant would be in order to enable usto give a verdict
on the question whether life is worth living,, There is

k]
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however, one unfailing test which eunables us to give a
verdict on this question. That test s the test of willing-
ness or unwillingness to  die. No one is willing o die
however maimed and wretched the <oaditions of life may
be. The joy and happiness of lile is so great, that no
creature, animal or human, is wiling to quit this world
however bad its or his lot i s way be. The demand
for happiness in finite creatures cannot be unlimited. There
ciust be some limit to it. Lie i a blessing in itself, and
God has made it enjoyablz spite of its - attendant
evils, ‘The pains of want which we started with work
the organism. They announcs & need and serve as guides
and incentives to supply it. They are self-corrective and
enl in correspoanding pleatur=s. Lite itself would be
unsupportable and be unable ‘o 5o on, were 1t not for
this class of pains. Without appstites, passions and
affections, animals and ocarselves would be doomed
to torpor and no animal or :nan can be said to live  The
pains of decline no doubt prassut o4 fermidable attitude
to the enguiring mind, But .© wust be borne in imind
that finite creatures must necessarily be imperfect in guality
and restricted in their rangs.

God acts by determinate wiethods apd the whole dis-
cipline of life comsists in Hiy ucting so. Moreover
the methods and laws canno: be considered as intended
for this world alone. They may negotiate for other interests
also and contemplate more cndaring good. If it were nat
for the provision of the exit ol amnials and human beings
by death in its various forms including the predacious method,
we do not kndw what the result would be upon thz economy
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of the globe. There would be no space tolive in for new-
comers and vast changes would have to be made in the
prevailing methods in order to make the conditions of life
more happy. After all, animals are not imaginative creatures
ano they do not suffer like ourselves either by a foresight of
what may happen in future or by a memory of what has
happened in the past and one must be bold indeed who can
aifirn that such sufferings as animals have, which have
reference only 1o the actual present, arz not admissible in
the rule of a benevolent God, who has also other interests
to serve and who works out His plans by fixed laws. He
can no deubt bar out these evils i[ he should act unpledged
and conduct all things by incalculable miracles. But when
“once He commits Himsell to fixed laws, the daor is shut o
a thiousand things which could be done by unpledged acts
and miraculous  interferences.  Unless we or rather the
objectors to the existing scheme can show that, to 2 differen
scheme, better possibilities and a less mixed good would
hive attached themselves, a tone of complaint which can
only be justified by such comparative criticism is out of
place. Seeing hat the joy and bappiness of life is so great
that no one is willing to die however,miserable the condition»
of life may be, seeing that such evils as happen in this world
are the results of fixed laws by which God works out His
plans and seeing that good preponderates over the evil thing:
in animal life, we may rzst confident that the maximum of
pood is produced with the munimum of pain and that suchk
evils as d occur are the necessaty cortelatives to the
good things for which the existing schemes® are being
worked out.
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Now passing on to a partiseular consideration of the
evils relating to human life, we find that in addition to the
evils he shares with the animals, man has to fac® moral
evils also and that they both receive a - vast expansion
by his capacity to .dealize them. It is not the actual
present alone 1hat troubles him but a memory of the past
and a foresight of the future constitutz a large and major
portion of his sufferings. Past is past and yet he suffers
from his memory thereof ; and what evil he may anticipate
in future may not happen at all; and yet the thoupht
of what may happen to lim “unoetves him aod  makes
him a prey to incalcuiable sufferings. ‘Fhe porblem of
evil thersfore seems to be perplexing when we come to
bumanity. But it is not really so. The additional dimensions
which evils gain in us, ate not due to any lower statusor
any defective constitution, but (o our exalted natuie, superior
endowments and higher cupacity. We are endowed with
the superior and inestimable faculties of reason, conscience
and love and these are our privileges and it is to these
privileges we have that the additional sufferings due. No
sane man would be prepared to lose his intelligence,
conseience and love and to consent to becomme a brute if
the option be given to him, in order that his sufferings
may be lessened. He weuld rather have his sufferings
multiplied than part with these privileges of his. We
should also remember that these ideal sufferings are more
than counter-balanced by the ideal happiness which results
as the necessary consequence and counterpart of the very
nature yand endowments which give toom to the ideal
sufferings. As for the moral evils, the possibility arises
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from wmoral freedom. God has committed & trust to us
and this means that we are freeto choose the one or the
ether. This means that, in choosing the right, we should
do it of our own accord and be not forced to doit, It
forced, the choice is no longer ours, The -possibility of
mioral evils is the necessary condition on which ourdignity
as moral beings depends; and unless we can consent to
lose aur privilege as moral beings, we should make no
complaint about'the existence of the moral evils. God
can no doubt bar out moral evils ; but this he cando only
by substituting "mechanism for free agency, and 1 d»
not think any one would consent to forfeit his privilese
as a free agent and to becomne a mere machine without
the power to do wrong, in order to avold moral evils. It
will be jinpossible even for omnipotent power to make man
free and, at the same time, to make him act like & machine,
Wemay therefore rest with hope that all the physical
and moral evils 1o this world kave a beneticent and mdral pur-
pose aud that residue wnich may remain and for which we nay
not be able to find satisfactory explanation at present, witl meet
with its proper solution in due time, as we advance in our
intelligence, character and love of humanity. Qar purpose
in life 15 not were enjoyment but to develop ourselves
intellectually, morally and spiritually ; and the development
depends te a considerable extent on the very sufferings against
which so much compiaiat 15 raised. Our life on earih is
only a preparatory stage and this world i3 a nursery jor
the soul beautifully adapted for its growth and develgpment
and for the exercise and culiore of its moral and spiriteal
powers. ‘The evils and sufferings p this world will® meet
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with their proper solution when it is regarded as an institu-
tion for the training of our souls,
As endorsed by the poet,
*The 1lls we see,
‘I'be ‘mysteries of sorrow deep and long,
‘The dark enigmas of permitted wrong,
Have all one key,
This strange'sad world is but our Father's school,
All chance and change His love shall grandly overr:le
He traineth so
That we may shine for Him in this dark world
And bear His standard, dauntlessly unfurled
‘That we may show
His praise by lives that wmirror back His love
His witnesses on earth, as He is gurs above.”

(To bo continued.)

AL SATCHIDANANDAM PliLaL



EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHOGRAPHY.
X}
WHEN experimenting in psychofraphy through the mediun:
s'hip of Dr. T. D’Aute-Hooper * in December, tgt1, T made:
an interesting discovery which throws a light on the delicacy
and limitations of physical mediumship. Being unable to
visit Birmingham, I asked Mr. Harcld Bailey,}' the well-known
designer (125: Westfield-road, King's Heath), to act as my
representativy, having the fullest confidence in his probity.
In accordance with miy nstructions he consulted the intelli.
gences cohtrolling the medium as to the conditions under
which they weuld be willing to try to ‘impress’a message on
one ur more plat=#¥ ' an  original-—unopened—packet of
plates if sent in a sealed packet {rom Rothesay. Their reply
being satisfactory, I purchnsed from Mr. Wm. Meldrum,
M. . 8, Victotia street, Rothesay, a packet of ! plateny
This packet, having been carefully sealed up by the vendor,

* Leas wot generally known that  Dr. Hooper, through  whose
mediumship | oidained the six remarkable psychographs given in *Phole-
graphing the [nvicible,” iz the psychic ihwovgh whom e Veneralie
Archdeacon Colley obtained anost of the psvehographs which  were
cxhibited by himin his lantern lectures, and  which formed the subject
of the Archdeacon’s contributions to the Press. The mediom has given
freely of his time, means, energy and health, withoot fec or reward,
1o the demands of experimenters, and the Cause. Al of wieich I huase
verified, P
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in the presence of his qualified assistant, was sent to Mr.
Bailey on December 1st, with two or three small articles
belonging* to Mrs. Coates, to form a nexws between the
psychic in Birmingham and ourselves.

Mr. Bailey took charge of the packet and on Sunday
evening, December 17th, placed it in the hands of Dr,
Hooper while he was entranced, still keeping it, however,
m sight and within reach. One of the personalities operating
within the sub-consciousness of the psychic immediately
declared ‘There are no virgin plates in the packet’ 1ts con-
ients could not be impressed. The unsympathetic expert
would: say or think that this was a mere subterfuge to cover
the defeat which the selection of the sealed packet had made
certain, but such a conclusion would be unworthy of consider-
ation, being but a hasty generalisation and inconsistent with
a true knowledge of the facts.

At the time that he received my packet Mr. Balley
selected one out of a nuwber of packets in his ewn posses-
slon, and, haviag carefully sealed it up, teck it with bim on
the 1jth. and presented it to the medium for impression,
In the few seconds during which he held it the medium was
observed to experience a severe shock and the controls
declared that a message had been ‘impressed. Mr. Bailey
sent the two packetsto me. On their receipt on December
23rd 1 took them to Mr. Wm. Meldrum, who, in the gre-
sence of his as_sistant and myself, carefully examined all the
senls and signs, When my packet was opened it was
clear that the plate had not been disturbed, but when deve-
loped and®examined it was found that none had been impres-
sed. This was, in & way, & disappointment. On arriving home
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I found a letter awaiting me, in which was given the in-
formation already mentioned;, that the packet contained
no virgin plates.

On Monday, December, zsth, 1911, T called on Mr.
Meldrum by appointment to examine ‘Mr. Bailey’s packet
and develop -its contents. 1 said: ‘Mr. Meldrum, did you
notice anything peculiar about the plates which we developed
on Saturday ? ‘No, 1 did not,’ was the reply. ‘Did you
notice that there were no virgin plates in the - packet—that
. plates connected by unbroken film 2" *Oh, yes, I noticed
that all the plates were separate, if that is what you mean.’
I then read the letter which [ had received. He was
astonished, and, not being a Spiritualist, asked, ‘How did
ke know ? 1 explained the possibility of either the medium’s
psychic-self faculty of sight (clairvoyance) or an inteiligence
iz the invisible operating through the psychic giving the
necessary information, Mr. Meldrum said it was the rule
that the majority of plates in these packets were sepatate,
and they were good enough for ordinary photography. But
evidently they were not good enough for psychography, as
they wete cutout of larger but spoiled plates, and too much
bandled before being packed, Those plates connected
with each other by unbroken filp, and necessarily less
‘handled, are called ‘virgin plates.’

Mr. Meldrum and I carefully examinzd Mr. Bailey's
packet, catting it open in the centre and removing the
the ends, and we were perfectly satisfied that this sealed
packet also had never been opened since it left the makers,
The twelve plates were removed, carefully clkfked, and
put two by two, back to back, into the tank. & was noted

i€
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that Nos. g and 1o were virgin plates, and except that
they were connected by the film there was nothing to
distingaish them from the rest, They were all developed
at once by Mr, Meldrum; I was merely the interested
witness. After they had been in the fixing bath it was
found that two plates were affected. No. ¢ had a psychoe-
vraph message on it, and No. 1o was sympathetically
affected, Apart, then, from the fact of psychograpby, it
i~ to be noted that out of twenty.-four plates used in these
experimeants only Zwwe were affected, and these 7o were
the only virgin plates among them.

Valuable as was the evidence supplied by the psycho-
craph itsell, I was naturally pleased to pet this proof
of the play of peychic faculty in ‘seeing the invisibie,’ by
which unseen plates in an unopened and sealed packet
were correctly described,  But mote valuable still was the light
thrown upon the mysteries and the limitations of medinm.
ship.  Ridicule conditions as much as we like, the fact
remains that, however willing tne medwtm and his control
may be, we caunot get satisfactory results unless we supply
them with suitable conditions (in this caxe photographic
plates). In this experiment we found that the only plates

which could be impressed were the less manipulated ones
which lay in the packer face to face with unbroken film.
Su struck was I with the message and the evidence for the
play of psychic faculty, as well as by the hindrances to
super-physical action presented by the foreign influence
attached to much handled plates, that I wrote to Dr. Hooper
and asked if he had ever obtained psychographs on ordinary
plates. 'In hisletter of January 3ih, 1912, hesays:—

“I amy glad the internal evidence was good in Lhis psgchopaph and
of the rmation by another psychic at your end, before the plates
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came, of your son’s commupication, I am more than surry the viegin
plates were not in your packet. T cunnot recall 1o mind a siegle instance
where a massage was obtained, wnless on virgin  plates. The Ven.
Archdeacon Colley frequenily brought five 'oy six packets of plates—
purchased with ks photographic material in Birmingham. When 1
was in trance stale the contru! ‘selected’, the packet, apd in each case iv
contained virgin plates  with “message.  Mr. Bailey informed mse that
dJirectly the contral had touched your pecket ‘he made  he statemem
which you received.”

The foregoing throws an interesting light on  mediumship
and the usual how-not-10- get-at-the-facts scientific procedure.
It not only shows that when we give the right, sympathetic
conditions we get the phenomena, presenting their own
best evidence, in additiun to the tests devised ; it shows
also .the delicate nature of mcdiun}ship, how easily mani-
festations can be frustrated, how necessary it is that care
should be taken to ascertain from the controlling intelligence
the conditions maost suitable, and that i1hese should be loyaliy-
observed. In this way, better results are obtained than by
ignorantly and egotistically imposing our own conditions, which
100 often defeat theirown object.

The psychograph to which I "have reierred is as
tollows :— -

The  Square  and The Head of The Ali-Seeing

Compass, XoIn G EYE.

Dear Friend and Drotlier,—

 Greeting e ome «who has been shown the “lighe.” By Betus
w2 have sworn “Philadelphia™; alse “Eueka™ been  tasted and found
frusty Ly DLelus, Evilus, Sabathes, Suluwctus and Ramus, and we have
teen clothed by Lrothers. )

We thank you for the eonsistent manner in which you huve upheld
the Lanner for spivitual truth, and the way in which you bave sifted the
lares frorg the wheat feariessly for the benefit of mankind. “David,”
43,7 “f CL"oand Janet send gicetings, and & spirit whose initials and
“M. A sends hearty guod wishes to you and yours,

Press onward, we are helping, never lear. Onward, cver onward.

AJAX,

The first part of the message will be cryptice to ‘most,
and while appreciated by myself, 1 am not in a Jsition to
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offer any explanation. As toits appropriateness to myself,
1 way mention that I was in darkness before I saw the
“light” and in & Masonic sense have been, with otliers,
tested {and clothed. Neither those in Birmingham, ner
friends in Rothesay, were aware of the {act.

The masaage, read libérally, indicates a certain devotion
and faithfulness on my part to the cause of Spiniualism.
1 bave unhesitatingly advecated the presence, power, and
mflueace of the departed in this life s".ndiously mvestigated
the mysteries of mediumeship and the phyet olesical ¢ haracler-
istics of mediumg. 1 have somoties found it nzcessary
to defend wmediums when 1 found these nost delenceless
of defenceless people undefended by thoe who ousht to be
the first to stand by them, Without physieal medinns there
can be no spintualism, as no wmount 6 telepathy, or play of
psychic faculties, much less .y theory founded n the
exteriorisation of motricity, cun {anish a  reasehable
hypothesis covering the whule ground.  Dut thiz apart;
in this remarkable psychograph we  have a  physical
phenomenon, with  undoubted evidaice cf intelligence
behind the human operators an this plane,

Occupying the centre and modt Lmportant pusition,
we have the head and the initials of the late Rev. L. D,
Girdlestone, of Sutwn Coldfeld, whose psychic portrait—
obtained in Los Angeles, Cal, U. 8. A.--was the subject of
discussion in JLig/kt in September, 1909. ‘Fhe conclusions
arrived at were unfavourable to the late Mr. Wyllie ; but this
was not at all surprising, owing to the inexperience of thuse in-
terested;. The tares are sifted from the wheat in the English
and Ameflan editions of *‘Photographing the Invisible.”

C
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In this psychograph we have further evideace of the
persistence of “E, D. G” in the invisible and
bis continued interest in this world, Whatever other
appearances he may have made, this i§ the second tlme I
bave obtained the portrait of Mr. Girdlestone, The pro-
cedures in obtaining the two portraits were different, yet
there were striking  similarities, The first was obtained
through a phvotograph taken by 2 stranger in Los Angeles,
and the second by a psychograph obtained through the
mediumship of a gentleman in Birmingham. In congection
whih both processes there were several features worth
noling, but 1 will mention four:—

In the Los Angeles spirit photograph we have a leger
with two locks of hairin place of au actual sitter as subject
before the camera. On the plate: {3) Mr. Girdlestone’s
hzad ; (4) the initials “L. D. G.”: {¢) the psychic portrait
of Mrs. Tweedale, Mrs. Coates’ maternal grandmother.

In the Birmingham psychograph a letter, lock of hair, and
some other small articles form the nexus, On the plate : ()
Mr. Girdlestone’s head, with emblems; (¢) the initials “[3.
D. G {¢) the name of Janet, Mrs. Tweedale’s Christian
name. - Neither accident nor coincidence, much less the
usua! explanations of “experts,” will account for the
foregoing.

Here we bhave a physical record, produced by super-
physical modes, and directed by an intelligence other than
that of the medium and thase interested on this plane.
No one in Birmingham knew of Mrs. Tweedale’s existeace.
I myselt did not know till quite recently - that hgr Christian
name was “Janet” She was either called “G'gg,” or Mrs.
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Tweedale. “David” is my step-son, who passed away in July,
1588, He has frequently—almaest daily~made himsell
known to us since then, and was able beforethe arrival of
the plates to inform wus that be had succeeded in getting
his name written. “D.” he told us afterwards, was for
“Duncan MeD.,” a young man in Rothesay, who was friendly
with our David. “J. C.” sigmfies my father, He - was
2 ‘mason, to whom the emblems and the first para-
graph of the letter would be significant. *M. A” is an
old friend of Mrs, Coates, whom I =glso knew, and
whose daughter, Mrs. Paterson, of Glenkiln, Giffnock, and
her husband, Mr. James 5. Paterson, have been frequent
visitors here. It was their child’s double which came on
Mr. A, W. Orr's plate, taken by Mr. Wyllie in Manchestet
(pege 280, “Photographing the Invisible”). At the last
sitting with M1, Charles Bailey 1n Rothesay, Mr, Paterson’s
mother,” “M. ‘A.” gave siriking evidence of her presence,
by touching Mrs. Paterson three times—in answer to mental
request—with an illuminated materialised hand visible to
us all,

As f{urther evidence, internal, of the gehuineness of this
psychograph, the last paragraph and sentence, “we are helping,
never fear,” is of greatimport to us, I trast, while able,
to *press onward, ever onward,” regardless of consequences, so
that the evidences for the fact of spirit communion may be
piaced before Spiritualists and the world.

There are gther points which might be dealt with. I think
it well to present sume confirmatory evidence in support of my
_statements; and at the same time to render “honour to whom
honour isgde” by giving the full name and address of the
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psychic through whose mediumship I obtained this psycho-
graph and the six others produced in “Photographing the
Invisible.”
CERTIFICATES.
Certificate of Mr. Wm. Meldrum, M. P. 8.
43, Victoria-street, Rothesay,
z5th December, to11.

This 15 1o certify that I supplied Mr. Coates with a
packel  of !§ plawes scaled and mwked o such a way
that any tampering witl the cover could be detected.  “Flhis
packet was handed we fur developinent, was quite intact,
and had no appesrance of having been opened.  Develop-
ment proved the  plates to be all blunks. At the same
time as this packet was handed we, Mr. Coates gave we
another packet, which he wformed me had been under the
sapie influence.  This packer wuas not  sealed by me, bu
was sealed and had no appeatance, as faras I could sec,
of having been opencd. After this lot was  developed 1t
was seen that the ninth plate (rom the top of the box had
been acted upon, showing the image of a man with the
Mascnic emblem on one side of him and an eyeon the
other; under this was u letter, clear and distinct, which
could be wcasily read (rom the plate,

I have nothing to say as to how this' was done, but
would like to point cut that the ninth and tenth * plates
of No. z were the only two plates, ul the two dozen developed,
which had ‘their flms attached to one another, and that

* Buth plates were afiected by fog which travelled fom one to the
other.—f. C,
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the plate showing the image, imstead of being a vegative,
as in the ordinary photographic process, was a positive.

The devcloping was done in the presence of Mr.
Coates, but the whole control of the work was in my hands.

W, MrLorua
Certificate of Mr, Harold Bailey.

1, Harold Bailey (125, Westfield-road, King’s Heath,
Birmingham), having, as requested, taken a packet of 4
plates—purchased by me_at Kodak's--sealed, with me to
Dr. Hooper on December 17th, 1gre; he having passed
into the trance state, holding the packet in my own hands,
the sensitive placed bis below and above mine for a few
seconds, and be declared a message had been given on the
virgin plates. ‘The packet was never out of wy sight or
possession {rom the time of purchase and sealing, till I
packed and posted the same to Mr. Jumes Coutes, Ruthesay,
on December z3rd, 1914,

Haroon Baey.
Eertificate of Witnesses.

We, the undersigned were present on the evening of
December s7th, sgar, when Mr, Bailey ealled and the
packet of plates brought Ly him wus held by Mr Bailey und
Dr, Hooper with our hands under and over theirs. The
pucket was never out of Mr, Builey's pussession, who took it
away with him after the seance.

(Mrs,) Cartuerine Harmiss, Moseley, Birmingham.

{Miss) LirLian Smarman, Soho Hill, Handsworth,

{Mrs.) 8. D' Aure-HooPER, Gooch-street, Birmingham.

(Migp) F. Grev, King's Heath, Birmingham.
January 7t 1912
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Critical remarks on the foregoing experiment : It is to
be noted from the evidence, confirmed by letters in my
possession, that this packet of plates was never in the
possession of the psychir, it being retained in the bhands
of Mr, Bailey, the medium and the members of the Hooper
circle placing their hands over and under thase of Dr.
Hooper, ful whose hanuds, cwing lo the Inlerposiion of Mr.
Bailey's, never touched the packet,

In carrying out this test, the hands and lower part of
the arms of Dr. Hooper were semi-paralysed and became
mottled with congested blood; and it was not until tea-
time on the Thursday following that he recovered the use
of his hands. Whatever evidence we have for intelligences
in the invisible communicating, as in the subject matter
on the impressed plate, we have further evidence that the
obtaining of these psychographs—and, perhaps, of all physical
phenomena—is a drain upon the lnervo-vital and psychic-
force of the human instrument. :

1 deeply regret all this pain and suffering, more
especially as the phenomenon was its own best evidence.
Dr. Hooper pave of his time, services and bodily health,
as usual; without fee of reward. It is due both to Pr
Hooper and to the intelligences using and guiding
him to acknowledge the valuable services so generously
rendered.

The decay of physical mediumship and the so-called
exposures of medinms demand further consideration, In
the meamtime it will suffice to ponder over the facts present-
ed in the foregoing experiments. Two of thege facts are :
First, the futility and cruelty of so-called tesh. They are
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futile, inasmuch as they are of no practical use. Assooh
as some investigator is satisfied, a dozen more want to repeat
them or devise others, They are cruel, as they inflict un-
necessary strain on the vital and psychic energies of the
‘medium, Secondly, if the phenomena do not furnish their
own evidences, no amount of testing will. In the foregoing
case, the internal evidence presented by the psychograph is
of greater importance than the testing to which Dr. Hooper
so readily submitted.

Yames CoaTes



STUDIES IN PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

1o{X)-
MEDIUMSHIP,
Tei PRysicaL PHENOMENA.

MeD1yms have been defined as peculiatly endowed persons
who exhibit facts apparently representing " comnmunication
with spirits. The discarnate spirits, supposing they exist,
have no physical accompaniments by which they can mani-
fest themselves, They may produce physical signs or effects
which seem to be the means of communication only by
controlling the organisms of living persons. .And they may
also, possibly through the mediation of some kind of energy
derived from living persons, act upon inanimate matter-as
well, Thus the alleged physical phenomena of spiritualism
which are said to take place in the pressnce of some
mediums are claimed to be produced by spirits.
" Of the two types of phenomena associated with medium-
ship we shall briefly deal with the physical first, reserving
the psychological for more detailed considération:-later on.

The movement of modern spirilualism bégan in »848
with the mysterious rappings heard in the bouse of John D.
Fox in Arcadia (New York). Inthe course of the next two
or three years such rappings spread throughout the greater
part of the eastern States. It was soon pointedeOut that
these rappings ascribed to sgirits could be exﬁhiued by
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the cracking of joints and Fox and others also bad to con-
fess it. Later en tableturning was shown Ly Faraday to
be due to muscular action mostly exercised unconsciously.

Among the physical phenomena usually produced at
the spiritualistic seantes were the following :—Raps answer-
ing the questions of the sitters, movenients of the tables
and chairs in the room, the shaking of the room tself, the
playing of musical instruments under the table or at a distance
from the circle, spirit voices speaking through the medium,
spirit bands clasping the knces or pulling the dress of the
sitters, the levitation of the wedium, disappearance and
reappearance of objects, passage of matter through atter,
direct writing, scents, lights,” materialisation ol bands or of
the whole figure, etc., ete.

These were gencrally the privileges of professional
mediums. The sittings were nearly always held in the durk
or under a very faint light; aclive iavestigation was pre-
vented by the linking of the sitters’ bands ; suspicious sounds
were drowned Ly the musical box or Ly the request of the
spirit that sitters should sing so as o promote harmony.
Mr. Podmore tells us that under these conditions manual
desterity produced the phenomena,  Most of the ihe stock
feats of the mediums including slate-writing, the most
bafiling feat of the lot, wre said Lo lave been again and
again successfully performed by means of pure legerdemain
under the same conditions without being detected in
trickery.

Taking slate-writing, the best attested phenomenon, Dr.
Hodgsog has shown how often in the accounts of even
intelligen% witnesses significant discrepancies are found.
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They generally omit what seem to be irrelevant incidents
which give clue to the solution. I{e has demonstrated
the radical untrustworthiness alike of the senses and of
the memory in matters of this kind. The researches of
the S. P, R. have made it adopt as a working formula
that no evidence depending at any poins on the continuous
observation of the investigator can be regarded as of per-
manent value. Mr, Podmore thinks that some of the more
marvellous feats of mediums may be hallucinations. Dark-
ness, streaks of light coming through crevices, suggestions
from the medium, the emotional stress and expectancy of
the sitters, the psychic contagion of other sitters who believe
in the phenomena—all these contribute to produce sense-
deception at a spiritualistic seanee. Besides inspiring
great confidence, mediums like Home seem to have had
some special gift of impressing people and inducing false
perception.

But there are some cases which eminent scientists have
declared to be genuine after careful investigation. Sir
William Crookes who began his researches in the pheno-
mena of spiritualism, believing the whale affair was fradu-
tent, ended by staking his scientific reputation that a class
of phenomena whally new to scitence did really ocecur
under stringent test conditions. He satisfied himself of
the genuineness of the materialisations exhibited in Miss
Cook’s presence by personal investigation. He'had had
conclusive evidence of the simuitaneous appearance of
the medium and the spirit form.

In Home’s case also his experiments showed the occur-
rence of physical phenomena not explicable by amy’ known
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agency and made him announce that he had succeeded
in experimentally demonsirating the existence of an unknown
physical force. But Mr, Podmore is inclined to dispute
the above claims, because the record is incomplete and
the necessity for continuous observation on the part of
the investigator was not eliminated in the experiments.
He suggests that the watchful observations of Crookes and
others may have heen evaded by the use of thread or hairs,
which Davey had so successfully used in his tricks.

Science demands, says Mr. Podmore, that the physical
phenomena should be substantiated “by means of record-
ing instruments, so contnived as to be proof against fraudu-
lent manipulation . . . .7 and the annals of spiritualism
offered no physical phenomena which did not in the last
analysis depend on the experimenter's unaided senses for
their observation. But the supernormal powers of the
famous Ttalian medium, FEusapia Palladino, which have
been recently testéd by self-registering instruments can’t be
explained as due to hallucination or malobservation, So
far back as 1898 the experiments made with her at Richet’s
house in Paris led Myérs to dicldre at a meeting ofthe S.
P. R. that those phenomena were absolutely convincing,

During the last few years and in Igo8 several notable
scigatiic men in Italy including Prof. Lombroso con-
ducted' a series of critical and independent investigations
and declared their conviction of the genuineness of the physi-
cal manifestations happening in the presencé of this extra-
ordinary phychic. They confess to having witnessed in
ber prgsence phenomena inexplicable by any known force.
Some & the experimenters attribute them to some péculiar
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power emanating from the medium. She seems to be
possessed of some force which can act on things at a short
 distance from her., It may be important to note that she
has a great aversion to the use of recording apparatus and the
entinent investigators, while testifying to the genuineness of
the powers, admit that she vses physic‘:al mezns when condi-
tions permit it.

Mr. Podmore whke is the most uncompromising critic
ol the supernatural ameng the S. P. R, members was not
satisfed by even these researches which in bis opinion, had
not much strengthiened the cuse.  tHe would still hold his
judgment i suspense.  If the things are genaine, he wants
te know how they jure done; if fraudulent, how it is that
53 many competent observers have come to believe in their
genuinengss.

Iiven supposing that the reality of physical phenomena
about which controversy is stili continuing, be ezstablished,
tuey in themselves, Myers says, carry no proaf of an intelli-
gence outside that of the sensitive himself and may in some
cusus be a micre ¢xtension of his own muscular powers and
vet dueto any external agency at all, “If a table maves
when one is touching it, this is not, obviously, more likely
tc¢ have been effccted by wmy deccased grandiather than
Ly mysell. We cannot tell bow I could move it; but then
we cannot tell ow he could move it either.” We cannot,
of course, expect sciency to tell us how discarnate intelli-
gences can operate upon matter until it can explain the way
in which consciousness is related to the brain,

(v be rontinned.)
A. B. SHETTY.



A NARRATIVE OF GHOSTLY PRANKS.
X))

In some recent issues of the Spdwtue! Magazine 1 read
many interesting accounts of Spiritual Phezowenz and T felt
inclined to give my own personal experience (o the informa-
tion uf the readers of the Magazine.

It was in the beginning of 13%0 or thereabout that my
grandfather sent me, with an ¢ld failbful servant of his, .
to our zemindary to reulice vents from out tenants and to

make myself generally conversant with zemindary affairs.
I was then about 17 or 18 years of age. 1 left my native
village, Boroo, one mourning, in company with my servant
and it took me about a fortnight to complete the object
of my errand.  In fact, | bad to wavel long distances, realizing
rents, granting receipls and settling disputed cases.  Finish-
ing my work as best as 1 could, I made arrangements to
return home, On my way back it got very late in the
afternoon and seeing that to reach home, the night would
be far advanced, and apprehending dangers in the way, we
decided to take shelter at the nearest village.

Just 1n the evening we arrived at Motburapore where
a Kaist gentleman knownto my grandfather lived. He was
the pamarch of a big Hindu famijly, His house was a large
one, contalnmg several rooms occupying an extensive plot
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of land in which lived several members of a joint family. We
were very kindly received and asked to stay at his house
for the night. We were very glad of the offer inasmuch as
our intention was to find a resting place till the morning.
After 2 while the old gentleman went to the inner appart-
ments, giving instructions to his men to see to our comforts,
s that we might not be inconvenienced in any way, ‘The
men supplied us with all necessary articles for the purpose
of cooking our food. After the cooking was {inished we
partock of our food with good relish aud tetired for rest to a
room which was assigned to ws. I iaid down on my Dbed
stretched on a cot (tuktposh) and iy servant on a mat on
the Hoor.

The night was sultry. I directed my servant to keep
the windows open.  We both fell asleep. It was oot long
before 1 was suddenly roused by an unearthly svund which
appeared to come from the ceilings. . I sat up and asked my
servant to strike a match and light the lamp. This done,
yet the sounds continued for about to minutes though there
was none to be seen, We laid down and tried to court sleep
hut sleep would not come. 1 passed an hour waking, Then
{ fell into a doze, In this state | was greatly perturbed, find-
ing that my cct was being lified up bodily. 1 got excited
and found the mosquite curtain spread over me likea pall,
the corner strings of the curtain having been cut down. I
waked up my servant, and told him to light the lamp at
once, as I felt being suffocated. [ threw off the folds of the
curtain rom my bedy and had it hung up again, tying its
4 cornars as before. 1 did not lie down this timee but sat
up srect within the curtain, telling that the lamp should burn.
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My object was to see further developments and to watch
if any mischievous pranks were being played upon us by
any naughty and wicked persons. I was terribly non-
plussed when I saw a large hand abnormally fat and long
approaching my bed. It could not be the hand of an ordi-
pary human being. I could see the fingers, elbow and the
major portion of the upper part of the hand. It was quite
unnatural. I got very frightened and roused my servant
who was fast asleep. He felt offended ;i + declared that
my head was distracted.

In the meantime the hLand was drawn out. In this state
1 coulsl neit; er sleep nor keep my eyes open, a most trying
position. I laid down and shut my eyes, but had no sleep, nor
any uoclination to sleep. [t was now my servant’s turn. There
was a greal coinmotion inthe room. There were groaning
sounds all about the room, which broke the old servant’s
sleep. He was full of fright and was at his wit’s end. He then
shouted to me, thinking that I wi, sleeping. On my
replying to him he asked me to clear out of the room
at once and go out to the courtyard, for he thought it
was unsafe any longer to remain there,

I took his advice and went iute ‘the chandimandip.
Here my servant filled up his c&fum and began to
smoke. Suddenly we were confronted -with a black dug.
How it came I cannot account for, but it came there
First it stared at me and then at my servant by turns
We were much puzzled and we did not know whatto do.
for it commenced to growlat us. We were in a dilemma.
Inside tye room we left before, there were the ghastly
disturbances and outside in. the Chandimandus the growls
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of the dog which I concluded to be a rabid one. Besides
there was again an unnatural and hideous sound issuing
forth from the thatched roof above. We got out of the
Chandimandup, the cog following us at our heels and to
save ourselves from being hitten by it we were "dbliged
to go inside the same room which we had already lety,
and bolted the door Lehind us, The dog’s growl
ngs  stopped  instantly. Here we lighted a lamp and
sut up nearly the test of the night expecting every moment
some injury to gur bodies and limbs  because there wus
something like o devil dance going arcund us,

It was newly 4 c'elock in the morming, when our
courage falled us and we made haste to get out of the room
again. When we had entered the room we had got the door
batred, but now when coming out we found it unbarred.
Who did it we knew not. It was very strange. Coming
out to the courtyard we hustened to reach the ghat of
a bigtunk which was on the west side of the bouse. Here
we tock our seals on a step, the servant arranging for a
smoke to summon his courage. Streaks of gray light
appeared in the eastern horvizon and we fervently wished
for the approach of the day, While we were seated on
the steps of the ghat and cogitating on the adventures
of the night there came to our view all of a sudden the
figures of a male and a female on the brink of thestep
touching the water, as if washing their faces and bands bug
actually deing nothing. 1 asked the male gentleman as to
who he was and whether he was an inmate of the house.
He took nc notice of my question although I repeated
it more than once. He went awayin solemn ﬂs,ces in one
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direction and the female in the opposite direction rather
as apparitions than a man and a woman, for after going
a little distance they both vanished from our sight,

The sun rose and we made preparations for our departure.
We hadl, however, to wait for some little time till the hend
of the {family came out of the house because it is customary
with guests to take permission of the host Lefore leaving. He
enquired of us if we had felt any inconvenience and discon
fort. In answer to his enquiry, I wished totell him in an
offhand way that we did very well, but the servant could
not be stopped and he informed him of all the woes we bad
suffered. He seemed to be astonished and regretted much
for us and rebuked his men fornot giving usa hetter room
as there were many spare ones. They gave some sort of
explanation  which the old man &id not think  satis-
factory, and insisted on our  spending another day
his place, so that he might make amends {or our troubles
and miseries.  We made many excuses, suying that we had
Leen out many days and that our presence was urzentiv
required at home and we took our departure much agatisl
the wishes of our host.

Before Jeaving, however, my scrvant who was an eldaly
man importuned our host lo explain the mwysterious piieno
mena and in response he sald that long ago a Lirabnnn and
Lis wile had been guests 11 his house for a nmight Unfertunately
the ' ‘hmin was attacked with cholera the very aight and
died within 12 hours. His wife was subsequently aitacked
with the same diseasc and she too died the [ollowing day. Since
their death the two apparitions haunted the place. Our
host again regretted for our beng put to so much worry and
trouble for which he asked cur pardon repeatedly,

48 Mirzapote St, Calcutta. KavivaTtH MUKERJER,*
1oth March 1912, Hom¢copathic Practitioner,

* Babu Kalinath Mukerjee is a well-known medienl  praciitioner
in Calcutts —=Eb,
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THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TANTRA.
£ 4 4 51
TEACHINGS OF TANTRA—FOURTH COURSE.
Tur series of Tantrik ceremonials T am about to discuss
are generally held by many sceptics as superstition, while,
on the other hand, by many believers, as evidence of Divine
Energy., The real scope of these ceremonials is an open
secret.  Let us assume, and it is probably so, that the average
man aims at material success, and thus he probably gives
way to a rational attitude of mind. The modern Tantrik
rituals have therefore been so adjusted as to mean prayer
only for material success. Prior to the 7th century, the
Tantrik and the Vedic rituals were almost identical.
But, about the middle of that century when Budhistic
ceremonials predominated, an independent organization
sprang up, in which the major portion of the rituals
was borrowed from the Budhistic observances, while the rest
from the Vedic ceremonials. The organizers edited a num-
ber of works on Tantra on the basis of Budhistic rituals,
and the consequence was that the original Tantrik ceremo-
mals ccased to exist. Thus, pseudo-Tantra gained the day.
A detailed analysis of Tantra in the light of modern know-
ledge is therefore absolutely necessary, There i, however,
a widespread desite to learn any trustwortfy evidence
that exists on behalf of a large class of obscure Tantrik
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phenomena, But it is very difficult to satisfy that desite
even in some slight and imperfect way. My attempts are
therefore to give a brief survey, in separate courses, of
course, of the principal lines of work about the Tantrik
researches made and the results so far achieved. The pheno
mena in each case will be preseated in a brief yet readablc
and convinecing form,

Tantrik ceremonials cover a wide range from Tumasik
or Rajastk culture of mind, as in  “Foge system”, to iis
Sattwik training imparted by the mysterious operation of
our sub-conscicus self orthe emergence of hidden human
faculties. They reveal a wide and wonderful extension of
human faculty. They teach us that life is not a paltry
misery closed in death. They represent the main factor
in the operation of unseen and intelligent agents, and forax
the basis of the fact that experimental evidence of human
survival after death is possible, In fine, they serve to
determine the depths that transcend time and sense and
all agther outward things. It s a common belief tha
‘Uantrik phenomena betong to the sphere of the spiritaality,
and therefore their investigation from a materialistic “stand-
point is a hopeless one, 1f it be merely an experimental
quest.  Thus, most of us dismiss the whole matter about
Tantra with a shrug as pure snperstition ; but before doiog
sa let us ask if there be any valid reason for comingtoa
conclusion that these phenomena are either spiritualistic
or  superstitions,  Science already takes cognizance of an
unseen form of matter wholly diffetent {rom apything known
to our sen¥es. Even the very existence of such unseen form
of matter is .only known infeientially. Tanteik phenomena,
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however marvellous and inexplicable they may be, at the
present day, were already embraced within some part of
the wide domain of science of the ancient Hindus and
were brought within the cognizance of the senses andthe
reason; but certainly they represented an aspect of the
creative thought of the Divine Energy. Now we cannot
pretend  to  determine  Ihe boundary  between the
mental and the spiritual until the whole of mental sphere
is open to our knowledge or consciousness. If, at any
point, scientific investipation finds a limit, what is beyond
that lmit is comm only known as superbatural, that is to
say, a part of nature yel unknown. What is supernatural
only transcends that part of nature which isat present known
to us. Similarly, what s spirwwal only  transcends hat
part of mental sphere which -sat present known to us.

It is a pity that the modern Hindu regards Tantra as
relics of supersttion of the ancient Hindu, The former
1s more ineclined to look askance at than to take interest
in the Tantrik research. He at once speaks of its ad herence
as more or less credulous and superstitious. Prima face,
anything which shuts out the light of enquiry and reason
is held as e¢upersti tious ; and what is superstitious is seldom,
if ever, a matter of observation and scientific enquiry. It
is now only an affectation for us to talk of spiritualistic
aspect of Tantrz as an object of culture. T he real difhculty
inits attainments is not so much the want of Guru {spin-
tual guide) buat the capacity to recognise him as such in the
light in which Tantra prescribes. There is ng denying
the fact that Tantra once was the salt of the eartll ; whereas,
it is now getting stale and losing its flavour. The reason
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is not far to seek, Custom seems to rule absolutely in
these days, and thus limits the action of the people.
We have already lost sight of the fact that the
unalterable faith or devotion counts in every sphere of life,
We certainly lack faith in any departure from existing
methods, and disbelieve that to which we have not been
accustomed, This state of affairs has, after all, swept away
many of the benefits whicli have been attained by centuries
of progression. The spiritual craving i1s now hardly a
natural desire for the attainment of its object in view, but
an evergrowing passion for the acquisition of material
success. It seems, however, difficult to change existing
conditions. It is only, afterwards, when the world looks
back, and wmuch mischief has beea done, that lost opportuni-
tiss are clearlylseen. KExamples of this are within our own
knowledge. We should therefore school the mind at once
in the exercise of self-restraint as a preliminary step for the
acquisition of the habit cf faithful devotion. Faith can only
be acquited as a habit by steadily fixed resolve and resolute
will. When our will is propetly exercised, it becomes
practically Mmitless in its power to carry out its determina-
tion ; and nothing can really hinder it.

The esoteric points involved in Tantrik ceremonials may
fairly claim & passing notice. They are, however, abstruse
thecries that call for arguments based upon actual practice
and facts., In Tantra, eternity is personified as Au/Z or
one of the forms of Divine Energy ; while the personification
of Time is Siza, her consort. Her image is so planned as
to indicate*he chief attributes of cternity. She is painted
of a dark-blue complexion. She is shown trampling on the
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body of Siza. In one hand che holds the exterminating
sword, and in another, a human head. The thitd hand
points. downward indicating the destruction that surrounds
Ler, In modern Tantra, the position of the third hand i«
explained as bestowing a blessing.  The {ourth hand is raised
upwards in allusion 1o the fisure of regeneration of natuie
by new creation.  According to wiodern Tantra, the position
of the fourth hand indicat:s forbidding fear. The differ-
ences of significations will be fully explained later on. J.ct
us first sketch oul the  popular form of Aad.  She ha
her wild dishevelled  bhair reaching  to her feet.  Her
necklace is composed of human beads. lHer countenuncs
is wild but at the same timz smiling, The most abstruse
signification 15 in the tongue prutruded from her distorted
mouth, also her cinclure of Llond-stained hands as well as
ber peculiar position on the body of Sive. In fine, we
cannot deny to the Tanirik full credit for the possession
of most extraordinary and fertile powers of imagination.
Thete are other pecubiarities in the form which are tuo
abstruse to conceive even. The insides of the hands are
red as is also the circlet of human hands round the waist,
The sides of .her tongue are marked with blood. Her bead
dress and clther ornaments are splendidly adorned with gems
of various kinds, while Ler abode is cemeteries. As the
tutelary deity of cemeteries, she has the body of a dark colour
dancing withh the infami Sfva in) her arms, surrounded by
spirits likewise dancing amongst the dead. The teeth are
fangs. But, at the same time, she is represented as delight-
mg in blood, and when drunk therewith, dancing for joy.
For information in detail about the various sections
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of her form, a reference is invited to he Kulita
Purana. '

If one must account for the form of Az {(or the active
[;roducing principle— Prakrit/) 1 should say that the idea
which lies at the root of the form is that of energy or rather
the infinite source of energy. This is an inference drawn
from the surroundings of AWw//. But the ritualistic obser-
vances are so very ill-equipped with cabalistic formulae or
magic texts (mantras), that we can dismiss them as meaning-
less, There 15, however, an indication that the taxis are
inspired scriptures. The governing factors in the rhuals are
to besought not in conventional practices or priestly para.
phernalia but in the fervent devotion and hypuotic medita-
tion. Bui, how do we account for the Tantrik mysticism 2
It is pased on the pantheistic idea of " Fuga or the ecstatic
union of the individual self (soul) with the Divine LEnergy
{supreme spirit.)

The worship of Al closely resembles the Budhistic
worship of ‘Sak#/ or female counterparts of the Bodhi-satwas.
During “he first half of the 7th century when Budhism was
the prevailing religion of Bengal, the Awula Tantriks of East
Bengal followed "the suit of the Bodhesafivas in respect of
the esoteric cult of Sai# of the Budhisis®which is every
whit obscene. Thus the Tantrik rituals bz2came cven more
dzbased by the misuse of certain terminology of Tantra soch
as Pawcka maokar, ete., which will' be explained later on,
The Budhistic mode of worship still survives amongst lower
classes . of peopls in Nepal, Chittagong Hill tracts and
East Bengal, though in a mangled and scarcely recognizable
form. "W almost all publications on Tantta, several of the
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divinities of the Bodis-Sativa such as Fura, Kietrapala, ctc.,
have been incorporated without the least modification of names
i functions.  They all aim at the theory of the evolution.
of eatity frum noun-entity and that very non-eatity is the
essence of Saisl

New, to return to the point telating to the personifica-
tion of Bteraity, All physical plenomena which cannot
he directly perceived by our senses require the interven-
tioa of n physical medium to make them perceptible.
‘I'ake, for instance, the radiation of the sun. Prima
Facle it i5  invisible. It can  only be investigated
throush some medium such as photographic plate which
renders those lavisible rays percepti®le to our vision.
I iike manner the subeconscious mind requires some
azeney, miechanical or sensory, to render 1is operation
sensible. There is therefore nothing incomprehensible in
the necessity for @ medium in those phenomena which
transcend our conscious apprehension. The image of
Auaki, as medium, reveals most profoundly the mysterious
depths of our bzing. The consideration af this revelation
15, hewever, now postponed to ats proper place. The aim
of the ceremonials must first engage our attention, and to
this we must now turn. Aunidst much illusion and decep-
tion, there exisls an important body of facts, hitherto
unrecognized by physical  sciences, which, . if  incon-
testably established, would be of supreme importance
and interest. According to the physical sclance the
gateways of knowledge are the familiar organs of sense,
while according to Tantra or spiritual science the¢sg gate-
ways can be transcended. It is thought that ag upon
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the vital principle of the body. The thought of the form
of Kali along with gazing at it steadfastly gives tise to some
unconscious suggestion—rather monotonous and repeated sug-
gestion—as a rule. The suppesticn liberates the subconscious
forces within the physical organism. The difficulty,
however, lies in setting these forces at work, There is a
hidden self (Ckif) below the threshold of consciousness,
and this sublimipal self is the silent partner of our life.
Tantra prescribes that there should be a lively imagination
of the form of Kali {Sakti} stimulated by steadfast gazing
at the luce nt eye on the forehead. The object in view is
to induce vivid images of what this form represents by
abstracting the mind from the normal sensory impressions.
In the course of this process, mind will cease to attend to
the surrounding imipressions of the external world and awake
to the impressions arising fram self. The subconscious
contents of the mind will then come into play. A latent
mental impression will be developed into consciousness.
When in this state, the mind temporarily transcends its
corporeal limitations, and the diviner sees things not with
his ordinary eye-sight butwith his mind direct. This strange
faculty points to traces of spitit commumGies Such commu-
nion is forei gn to ordinary experience, and only by patient
and long continued labour we can discover the high trans-
cendent powers that lie concealed in even the humblest
human personality. To most people, Tantrik ritual means
some delusion or error of the mind and nothing more.
There are several valid reasons that could be urged against
such viagy Wo meed not discuss them here. What we
should bear in mind is that the supersormal phenomena
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dealt with in Tantra do not belong to the material plane, and
therefore the laws of the physical universe are imapplicable
ta them. Itis hopeless to attempt thus to analyse Tantrik
phenomena siace they transcend knowledge derived [rom
sense percepiions on  which physical science is founded.
In fact, we have no evidence to show that the idea or object
thought of in some way impresses the sclf and this impres-
sion is transfurred to the ioner sub-conmscious sell. But the
Tantik vituws serve as a guide to effect this transfer un-
failingly and accurately fron: the outer to the inner self and
orceversa, They, however, suggest purely a mental visuali-
sation, and yo to prove that there is evidence of a thought
or an intelligence working within  our own otganization
distinct from that ol our conscious personality.

SRiMAT SACHUHEDANANDA SwaMl.



INVESTIGATION BY TWO BROTHERS,

‘ te{X)s

(V]

ON the night of the 3rd of July 1908 the wife of Mr. K. was
attacked with fits. On receipt of this information we (three
or four in number) repaired to the place and after having
controlled the spirit begun to qyestion her thus :—
why.have you come to-day ?
I have eome to see her (the possessed.)
Nobody called you'here to-day?
No, still 1 have come. -
How did you enterher body ?
A little while before when she went to the privy
1 put out her candle. As she got frightened and began to
run away, I got hold of her.

The general rule with spirits possessing human beings
appears to be that they can’ never possess a person when
his or her mind is fully in its normal com@ftion. Whenever
a spirit is invoked in any person or is desirous of possessing
anybody, the latter is so' controlled through the influence
of will-power that the spirit does not feel the least difficulty
in‘teking possession of Lim or her. For this reason a spirit
just before possessing a man would either subject him to
a spell and thus deprive him of his self-possession or
fright%!!him in such a way that his mind may be deeply

FOPOPO
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affected and so fully occupied with the object of fear that
the spirit finds an easy access into his body. And from the
study of all the cases of spirit-possession that we have
come across up to the present time we can not discover a
better or more reasonable solution than the above two.

The readers may enquire as to how is it that spirits
cannot eater a2 human body unless it is deprived of self-posses-
sion or is affected with fear. To this [ can only say that
so long as we would not allow our vital force to be in
any way subjected to any external influence, any power either
earthly or unearthly, cannot easily act upon our mind.
Whenever itisfound that anybody's influence has compelled
ws to follow his course, it generally comes into evidence
by our committing some error or some weakness having
taken possession. of qur mind,

Q. There were none in the house and the patient
might have died through fear ?

A. . Quite so. I come for that very purpose.

Q. What would you gain by that?

A. Who would not like to have one’s own child by
himself or herself ?

Such is the wayof the world! Ewverybody would keep
his or her dear ones near at heart and all are actuated by this
one desire and thought ever long. From the minutest atom of
inert matter to the highest consummation of animated life—
the human being, all have this one thought and this one
end in view. Lven when 4 man diss or rather cuts asunder
the material link with this mundane world, the bond of
attachment that is formed during earthly love or gffection
canr.ot be loosened even in spint life and thus it is that
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even when passed into the unseen world a mother waits
for her sop, husband for his wife, wife for the husband and a
friend for a friend in the hope that some day they would
bave their beloved by theirside. And wherein then lies any
difference between man and spirit so far as their passions
and prejudices, their feelings and desitesare concerned ?

A human being can give utterance to his thoughtsand feel-
ings which being re-echoed in the hearty of others give rise
to corresponding feelings in' them. But a spirit, because
of the destruction of his physical body, has lost his power
of expression and cannot send out his words into your ears,
but through his strong will-force can penetrate his inner-
most thoughts and feelings into your brain, And in this
manner one, even after death, feels the desire of embracing
his beloved. If there had been mno obstruction between
this mundane world and the spirit-world then none would
have sighed with a heavy heart for not seeing the sweet face
of one’s beloved 1o his heart’s content.

It is anice nddle! One (in spirit) weeps, though he
has got his beloved near at hand and sees her to his heart’s
content, while the other (a human bhgiggl, weeps: because
his beloved. is faraway from him and enveloped in the inist
of long distance. But both are equally unhappy. One
cannot get hold of his beloved though very near at hand,
while the other cannot, with his mortal vision, realise ihe
sweetness of his beloved in the ethereal life. And thus
a spirit, thongh very near to his beloved, hovers around in
sorrowand grief.

This is the case with humao beings also. Sorrow
is the common lot of all. Both man and spirit count their
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days in waiting for their dear ones, and both have to breok
separation from their objects of attachment . though they
may be near at hand, The sotrows of a spirit are like those
of a dumb man who goes to speak out his mind to his
beloved but comes back disappointed.

We next put the following questions.

Q. If you are so much attached to your own child, why
do you then give her any more frouble?

A, VWith a view to mend her conduct,

Next without waiting for any question she said “some
danger is coming to overtake you,”

Q. What danger?

A, 1 won't say,

Q. Why?

A. SolIwil,

. Why did you then give an inkling of it? You had
hetter keep it a secret.

A. No, no, T was deceiving you.

Q. Then you must go now,

A, Yes, if you release me,

Q. Before™Baving just assute us that the subject
(possessed) would fee! no indisposition,

A. VYes, she would be all right to-day. At this stage
the spirit was set free and the subject also regained her con-
sciousness and felt no pain in her body, The danger of which
the spirit gave us an inkling did overtake us, as a fortnight
or 20 days after a son of my younger brother died.

Suresn Cuanora GancULv.

Chandpur, Tigpgrab.



INVESTIGATION BY TWO BROTHERS. 143

[IN a separate note appended to his article the writer
says tbat he finds no necessity for the remarks we made in
our last number. For he himself had written to the same
effect in his previous article, He says that as in this world
we come across persons of different grades of knowledge it
is but quite natural that we shall find men in similar posi-
tions in the other world., About re-birth his idea is that
those spirits whose minds are stiil imbued with worldly
pleasures have either to cast aside their impressions or have
to come to this world again, in order to make their ilfe
agreeable, It was in connection with these spirits of a lower
order who have an attraction for this world due to their
folly that reference was made in his article. Te, however,
says that those who bave duly appreciated the transitory
nature of this world or thatit is the duty of all to davote
themselves to higher thoughts as pertaining to the finer body,
can never be subject to re-birth.—Tn.]



SOME HISTORICAL INSTANCES OF
SUPERNORMAL PHENOMENA.
t{X)-: ——

THE readers of this Magazine sre aware that I am collecting
instances of the above kind and several interesting instances
have already been published. The following is a most inter-
esting illustration of the class and is found in an anecdote
published by the distinguished author of the Waverley Novels
and considered by him to be authentic. This occurs in the
notes of the Waverley Noyvels, Vol, V

Mr. R, of Bowland, a gentleman of landed property in
the vale of Gala, was prosecuted fora very considerable sum,
the accumulated arrears of teind (or tithe) for which he was
said to be indebted to a noble family, the titalars (lay im-
propriators of the tithes). Mr. R. was strongly impressed
with the belief thaggis father had, by a form of process pecu-
Lar to the law of Scotland, purchased these teinds from the
titular, and, therefore, that the present prosecution was ground-
less. But, after an industrious search among his father’s
papers, an investigation of the public records and a careful
inquiry among all persons who bad transacted law business
for his father, no evidence could be recovered to support
his defence. The period was now near at hand wghen he
conceived the less of his law suit to be inevitable, and he
had formed his determination to ride to Edinburgh next
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day, and make the best bargain he could in the way of
compromise, He went to bed with his resolution angd with
all the circumstances of the case floating upon his mind,
bad a dream to the following purpose.

His father who had been many y:ars dead, appeared
to him, be thought, and asked him why he was disturbed
in his mind. In dreams men are oot surprised at such
apparitions. Mr. R. thought that h: informed his father
of the causc of his distress, adding that the payment of a
considerable sum of money was the mure vnpleasant to him,
because he had a strong consciousness that it was not due,
though he was unable to recover any evidence in support of
his beliel. “¥You are right, my son,” replied the paternal
shade, “I did acquire rtight to these teinds, for payment
of which you are now prosecuted. ‘Fhe papers relating to
the transaction are in the hands of Mr. , & writer
{or attorney), who is new retired from piofessional business
‘and resides at Inveresk, near Edinbucgh. He wasa person
whom I emplcyed on that occasion iur a particular reason
but who never, on any other occaston, transacted business
on my account. Jtis very possible,” ggrsued the vision,
Ythat Mr.~——may have forgotten o mnatter, which is
oow of & very old date; but you may cull it to his recollec-
tion by this token, that whenI eame (o pay his account,
there was difficulty in getting changs for s Portugal piece
of gold, and that we were forced to drink out the balaunce

tavern.”

Mr4R, awaked in the morning, with all the words of
the visiony imprinted on his mind, and thought i worth while

ride across the country to Inveresk, instead of going straight
E
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to Edinburgh. When he came there he waited on the
gentleman mentioned in the dream, a very old man;
without saying anything of the vision, he inquired whether
he remembered having conducted such s  matter for his
deceased father. The old gentleman could not at frst
bring the c¢ircumstance to. his recollection, but, on mention
of the Portugal piece of gold, the whole returned upon
his memory ; he made an immediate search for the papers,
and recovered them so that Mr. R. catried to Edinburgh
the documeuts necessary to gain the cause which he was
on the verge of losing

Sarast Lar Sarkar M. A

Assistant Surgeon, Arambagh,



“THE SPIRIT'S PATHWAY TRACED,”
{2
DID IT PRE-EXIST AND DQES IT RE-INCARNATE
AGAIN INTO MORTAL LIFE?*

Dr. J. M. PrEpLES, the anthor of this hook, needs no intreo-
duction at our hands. His name is a houschold word
among spiritualists in all lands. He is, perhaps, the oldest
advocate of spiritualism in the world, being now in the
goth year of his age. His faculties were never brighter
tean they are now. “The soul knows nothing of age,” says
he. His activities seem to grow with his advancing. years.
He is an extensive traveller ashis “Five Journeys Arcund
the World” shows. He is the author of some twenty five

volumes. He has been a lecturer of over seventy years
in public life. There is hardly any citf in e United
States of America in whick he has not lectured on spiri-
tuglism. He has preached the truths of the psychic phile-
sophy in the principal cities of India and Australia. He
not only writes for this MB8gazine but contributes to the
pages of several other journals of India. He is the World's
Missionary-at-Large for the National Spiritualists Associa-
tion of merica.

* Peebles Publishing Co., 519, Fayette Street, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, U. 8, A.; Price 75 cents, postage 12 cents,
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The career of Dr. Peebles presents a striking contrast to that
of Andrew Jackson Davis, the Father of Modern Spiritualism,
whom he (Dr. Peebles) has survived, The gieat “seer” never
travelled out of America. He never visited Europe or Asia or
Australia. Having delivered his message to the world
Davis drifted away from the propagandist platform during
the eighties and lived in comparative obscurity for a cuarter
of a century belore his transition atthe ripe age of eighty-
four., Although he practised medicine during this period,
his practice was comfined to the cases of those patients,
only who could call at his office, He would 1ot go outside the
four walls of his office to see pstients at their residences.
He entirely abandoned his former method of “clairvoyant
diagnosis” of disease by which he could benefit sufferers
living thousands of miles away. All this was done with a
view to

" “Husband out life’s taper at the close,”

And the “seer” spent the lasi 25 years of his life in retire-
ment, unrecognized and unknown.

Dr. Peebles calls himself ‘young” beneath the burden
of fourscoresand t#h, Witness his new book ‘“‘Ninety years
young—How and Why?” Himself the author of “Death De-
feated,” he sezems to usto be another Mrifpunsay (conqueror
-of death), He resembles our »is4is of old.

The book under review is regarded as Dr. Peebles’
masterpiece. It ts the most philosophical work that the
author has produced, entailing in its production *deep
vesearch and analytical study into the philogophies and
mysteries of Eastern religions, Otiental Occultism and classi-
<al works of the seers and sages of the past.” With the
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author’s world-wide experience gained in his several journeys<
around the world, and ata ripe age devoted mostly to
reforms, this book may be heralded as one of the crowning.
glories of his most wonderful career, embodying toa large-
extent the wisdom and knowledge gained in a life of unceas-
ing activity.

The book answers the question ‘“‘where and how were
we before we came to this world # It treats of the follow-
ing subjects :—

The origin of the human spirit. Are spirits and souls
the same? What is the form and shapg of the human spirit 2
Did it pre-exist before the geaerative impulse ? Is the
conscious spirit capable of disintegration and dissolution *
Can the spirit leave the body and traverse the spaces and
return? Can it pass into and live in anothet human body
for a time? Are the obsessing infuences human spirits or
the spirits of the elements ? What, logically considered, is to be
the ultimate destiny of the conscious spirit ? Do spirits in the
higher realms of existence find their harmonial mates ?
Divine punishment disciplinary. Double consciousness
Theosophy and spiritualism one in essence. The law of
cycles, ete. ete, ,

Dr. Peebles thus discusses the difference between “soul”™
and “spirit” :—

“There are few scholars, and probably no profound’
philosophets who do not distinguish and note the
difference between the words ‘soul' and ‘spirit’ Paul did'
when he wrote—'l pray God to preserve you body, soul
and smnt’ And the Roman Marcus Aurelivs did when
urgiog that life wasa unit—that the sensations were sub-
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jective, and that the ‘soul’ (soul body) was & refined, corpo-
real organism.’

“The Jearned Alford in his Greek Testament states
that Preuma is the highest and persistent part of man, while
the Prucke, the lower or animal soul, contains the desires
and passions which we have in common with the brutes.

“Prol. Schubett, a follower of Schelling, states that ‘the
soul is the inferior part of every intellectual nature, the
interior organism, while the spirit is that part of our nature
which tends 1o the purely rational, the spiritual and the
divine,

#In common parlance it is said ‘the sun rises)’ and that
‘the soul is immortal,” yet the astronomer knows thatthe
sun does not rise, and so the philosopher and the cultured
theologian know that the soul is not immortal, for while it
is attenuated it is also particled, changeable and may die.
Hence, the old biblical passage, “The soul that sinneth n
shall die’ 7The soul, or soul-body, is the vihicle, the taber.
nacle in which the spint—the immortal spirit tents and
manifests during its mortal pilgrimage.”

“What is the spirit?” Dr. DPeebles has' deall with thi
important subjeet in several pages of the book and thue
concludes :

“And lying at the root of all knowledge is an inn-r,
interior illumination, all of which may be summed up thus:
I, 2 spicit, know that I know, and while difficult to project
what I know through these fleshly vestures, I know that
it is the same I that knows, and the same 1 that is cons-
-cious of my consciousness, and the same I that feefs, pur-
poses and wills,
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“And this I, a potentialized and infipitesimal portion
of the Conscious Life of the universe, reigns supreme
over and illumines the human form. The lights in «
candelabrum in the room, though related to and lighting
the room, are neither the room itself nor the furniture in
the room. And so this indivisible, indisscluble spirit, the
the real self, related to God and the crowned King of the
human body, guides the corpuscles, atems, molecules, cells,
nerves—all these, they being his éubjects.”

The author says:—*I believe the spirit, the Ego, o be
an eternal entity, or unit from all eternity. ‘The spint is
tmmortal and has its state of being within God. The  spirit
is absolute. Nothing can be taken from it or added 1o it.
Its manilestations in time proceed {rom sources that are
within. The spirit in its inmost quality is like umo God. . .

Its beingisia God, and yet it is not God, ‘T'he life,
the conciousness of the universe is God ; the consciousness
of man is the spirit.” (page 33.) This description of spini is
in entire accord with the teaching of Sree Krishna in the
Bhagabat Gita.

The author bhas devoted the wmajor poruon of the book
to the discussion of pre-existcnce %od  rgeincarnation of
spirits, He has dealt with the matter from different
points of view and hasin fact left cut nothing of impor-
tance which may be said in support of ‘the theory or thu

reverse, DPractically all authorities, who are any authority at
all, have been quoted, and those who take any interest in the
subject will have the satisfaction of finding the question
diséu&sed threadbare at a single place. .
A distinguishing feature of the book, under notice, is its
quotations from Hindu authorities, Dr. Peebles quotes
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from Sankbya and Patanja! (Yoga) Darshanas, from Sankara-
charya and Asvalayana. His mind is deeply imbued with the
philosophical systems of the Hindus. It is, perhaps, not
generally known that he studied the Upanishads ( the pura
Vedanta) at Madras. He calls the Vedant Philosophy “almost
the equivalent of the Spiritual Philosophy of America.”
We know of no other American writer who is equally at
home with him in the esoteric culture of the East.

At page 101 of the book the author speaks of Col. Olcott
as “both as a Budhist and = Hindu wearing the sacred cord.”
It is, perbaps, not known to the younger generation that
Col. Olcott was nvested  with  the sacred thread of
Brahmans in the yeur 1383, TPundit Taranath Tarkavachas
pati, lite professor, Sanskrit College, Calcutta, and author of
the well-known “Vachaspatya” Sanskrit Dictionary, officiated
at the ceremony. He give the Colonel the sacred thread,
adopted him into his #o/r7 and gave him his manta. This
was the ficst case in which the details of the ceremony
had been gone thiough with 2 white man.

Altogether the book i the profoundest work the author
has proﬂuced. To read it i3 to be uplifted to a’higher plane,



NOTES.

Banu SHisHiR Kumar GHOsE was a matter-of-fact man and
had little faith in the practical utility of abstruse philosophy.
Su, in the beginning, he used to ill the pages of this Magazine
with facts. FHis idea was that, in order to make it popular
and make the truths of spiritualism more coavincing he
should collect as much facts as he could, taking care, alt
the while, that these came from unimpeachable sources.
ifact is, indecd, fact. A fact needs no argument to support
it. We do not write or argue about the multiplication
table. It is a table of facts, and needs no argument to
prove 1t. The earlier volumes of this Magazine bristled
with facts, and these are bound to demolish the fabric of
arguments raised by the most stubborn scientist. But tastes
differ. For, while this Magazine was wel-received in Western
countries, it was ridiculed in certain quarters here, as being
filled up only with ‘‘ghost stories”. We have, therefore,
been compelled to introduce some abstruse subjects, though
much against our will,

But what do these ghost stories prove ? Do they not prove,
in 2 mMuch more convincing way, the continued existence
of man and a 1ot of other things which every mortal should
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know, than if one thousand and one arguments were put
forth in support of them? Some of the greatest scientists
of the day are at work to secure this much-desired kpow.
ledge. And what do they do? Prof. Hyslop, the most
cautious of all the experimenters, for one, is not writ-
ing articles, employing pure reasen to prove the continuity
of human life, He wants facts. He is not interested in
theories. Qur readers are already aware how, quite recently,
the Professor got some incontestible proofs of the
continued existence of his eld friend and feliow-worker
in the cause of science, 7¢z, Prof. James. Prof. Hyslop
received a communication from the -latter, in which he
verified & message which he had placed in the hands of
of the former a short time before his death. In short,
this message contained a key which proved to'Prbf.'Hyslc:p,
beyond doubt or gquestion, ‘that his friend was still living,
that he retained his personality and that spiritualism was
based, not upon theories or speculation, but tangible and
incontestible facts.

Scicuce is based on facts und so is spiritualism. A
systematic f;&ht went on for years between science and
theology and the latter had ultimately to give way, No-
body now puts much credence on ‘“original sin, tota] depra.
vity and a lost world” Nor will anybody adimit that the
whole universe was crealed in an instant at the command of
God. But with spirituslism it is quite different. Sir
William Crookes, one of the foremost scientists, had
frequent conversalion with materialized spirits. Pwbfessor
Caesar Lombroso talked with bhis mother in the presence
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of several gentlemen and embraced her. Lombroso
wrote (—

“F am ashamed and grieved at having opposed with so
much tenacity the possibility of the so-called spiritualistic
facts—the facts exist, and I boast of being a slave to facts.”

That eminent screntist Sir Alfred Wallace says :—

“My position, therefore, is that the phenomena of
spiritualism, in their entirety, do not require further con-
firmation, They are proved quite as well as any factsare
proved in other scieaces.”

But even if estimable men like the above could have
gone wrong in the head, certainly not so could be the photo-
graphic camera which gave imprints of likenesses of persons
who were dead. It is, indeed, expected that the day is not
far distant when spiritualism will be able to sustain its
claims as being an exact science, n fact as perfect as
Mathematics.

Wz are sorry to learn from the Aulpaka that the earthly
career of Swami A. P. Mukerji, the associate-editor of
that excellent periodical, bas been cut short so soon
Indeed, only the other day we anmred as to who this Yogi
might be who brought out such a deeply “philosophical
work as the “Voga Lessons for Developing Spiritual Cons-
cinusness.” We learn now from the above paper that this
Bengali wasa genuine Yogi who passed his days and nights
on the banks of the Ganges at Lenares without a shred of
cloth to cover his loins. The story of the sudden trans-
formatjpn of this remarkable man has a moral lesson of
arich flavour, He was a first-grade Magistrate at Dacca.
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One day, while ke was in bad humour on account of some
domestic trouble, he unconsciousty fined an innocent man
Rs. 300. At a calmer moment, however, he realised his mis-
take, Conscience smote him, and unable to undo the wrong
done to the innocent man he at once tendered his resigna-
tion. On receiving his pay be made it over toc the man
whom he had wronged in the name of justice,and walked
straight to Benares to employ himself in a more worthy
pursuit.

Fqually remarkiable was the Swami’s shufiling off of the
wortal coil. On the eve of his last journey he broke s
silence of 12 leng years and spoke to those around hiau
S feel iy Dbody a bit heavy Lo-day,” he said. Some
suggested medical treatment. *No, po,” he said with a smile,
“my time 15 up; to-morrow I will leave this place” e
then thanked those who hud rendered him  services
and took his final, though in  fact temporary, leave.
Early unest morning he 1eok his bath i the Ganges
and returned to his seat in cheerful spirits. Then he sat
qulet, facing the rising sun and in about 20 miuutes his
soul left the perishaBle shell,

We quote below a few passages from an article of the
Swami—pessibly his last—published in the last issue of the
Kalpaga to show the type of man he wasand to give the
reader an idea of the bent of his mind :—

“Once a theosophist—an educated gentleman from
Calcutta—suffering from diabetes, came to Benares. Aeciden-
tally he met me—a boy then. ‘I always find you alone
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and thinking. May 1 know what is your object in life,}
be said to me. I at once, replied ‘I want to realize
the self whereby 1 shall realize my own divinity and
the meaning and erd of life.” ‘But by the time you have
succeeded in doing so, ybu will have grown old and infirm.
Why not do some good to your country, to humanity ?
Now first of all this man had no right to take it for
granted that what he thought right and proper for himself
must also be right and proper {or me. Every man, young
or old, knows in his heart of hearts just what he needs;
at least, he thinks he knows and, do what you will, he is
bound to ‘grow his own individuality and personality.
All you can, if you would help him, is to aid him indirectly,
by providing the night means and envitonments, to develop
along his own lines. But even this 1s possible if you are
a born leader of human kind--a petfect God-man I mean, . .
. - . Secondly this theosophist ought to have known that
one who aims at the attainment of the Real Self—the divine
in man—means thereby the aulainment of All-Knowledge,
AllLove, All-Bliss. He is trying to go beyond this phantas-
magorian scene of pleasure and "pain, youth and old age,
life and death, health and disease, lowe and hate, ignorance
and knowledge. From duality, from relativity, heis trying
to evolve to the ABSOLUTE--the consciousness of that
‘Ideal Unity,’ that ‘Moral Law,’ that ‘Supernatural
Sanction® of which the philosophets of all ages have dreamt,
poets sung, saints and perfected ones talked and realized,
which when translated into the conscious, actual life impels
to UNIVERSAL LOVE. . . . , And thirdly this same Theosophist
gentleman ought to have known that the motive prompting
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to mighty deeds of Love and Kindness, to great and startl-
ing self-sacrifice for others’ good is drawn from the ever
evalving consciousness of this truth. It is a2 matter of
realization—not a process of dry reasoning. . . . When Buddha
was going to give his body to appease the hunger of a
tigress, again to stop the killing of a goat, again when he
cut out his own flesh and gave it to a valture, or when he
taught a wan a few minutes before his death while in the
agony of death, he did not act thus because it was his ‘duty’
10 do S0 Orf because it was fis walure fo o so. This humbug
of duty when attached to a great thing like the service of
humanity not only robs it of all its machless charms but
renders the very thought of it utterly obnoxious, Love is
the prompter, again love is the expression of pure bliss,
Each actol Jove is an ever-willing benediction and any pain
arising therelrom is a sure sign of physicality and selfish-
ness, . . . . ‘I will serve humanity. I will reform mankind.
I will co-operate withGod in raising mankind’'—all such
tatk, attitudes and molives indicate conceit, pure and
simple. If there be a God, be sure, He is taking
carg of his children. So stop your vapourings. . . .

-In loving anfl serving a family, man 1 doing some-
thing ; in loving and serving his cougtry he does something
still greater, .but when Love and Service are so great and
far-reaching as to take i all humanity, nay, all creation,
down to the small insect at your feet from the ameeba to the

archangel ; the seen and the unseen ; the ideal has grown
truty Bivine and may well befit a Christ or a Buddha.
‘Silence, all ye teachers ! And silence, ye prophets! Sf)fzak
thou alone, O Lord, unto my soul —(Thomas-a-Kewpis in
‘Lmitation of Christ’)”?
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It would thus appear how very difficult it isto get at
the real secrets of the Yoga and the Tantra {rom those who
koow and practise them. But for the Aslpeka no one
wauld have heard of the Swami even. These Sadbus like
to remain unknown and pass on without leaving any memory

behind.
_—_
NarHABHAI NAROTTAMDAS MEHTA, of Surat, a true type of

Vaishnava, has just passed over to the Goloka, the region
of bliss, Nathabhai was a disciple of Babu Shishic Kumar
Ghose and practised devotion and austerities in a manner
which excited the admiration of all. Sweet, amiabie, attrac-
tive, humble, he soothed all who came across him, To talk
with bkim was to be uplifted to a higher sphere. Having
come to learn in his old age that most of the original
literature on  Vaishnavism was to be found in the
Bengali language he set himsell lo learn that language
with the enprgy of a young wman., Before he Jeft for
his pcrmanxt home he had the satisfaction of studying
almost all the standard works bearing oiv the religion he
followed. So great was his eagerness to spread that religion,
which he considered the sweelest in the .world, thiu.t he spent
a deal of bis time in writing letters to friends and relations
exposing the beauties of thg religion  He also freely distri
buted a very large number of the ook “Lord Gauranga”
at his expense,to Europzans and ot'iers who did not know
the Bengali language,

___.+__
Tus following appears in the Amrifa Basar Patrita, from
its Loodon Correspondent, under date March 22 :—

“A few daysagolIhad a request from afirm of publishers 1o sead a
copy of the ‘IHindu Spiritual Magazine’ to & clergyman in one of
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the far-away islands off the coast of Scotland. I was interested to note
that the Magazine’s repatation had reached so far, and was specially
pleased when, a short time after, I received a letter of thanks from
the purchaser. 1 quote his testimony (o the value of the Magazine ;
fIt- i3 _net only mast interesting but thrillingly wonderful.* need
scarcely add that he enquires about the possibility of obtaining the
Magazine regutarly,.and I trust he will become an annual subscriber,

*I Lknow that yeaders of the ‘Ilinde Spiritual Magazine® will be
interested to have the fact recallcd to twem that on arch 23, the
venerable and venerated Dr. Bécbles attained his ninetieth birthday.
It iz still more gratifying to know (hat the Doctor enjoys excellent
health and an unabated capacity for work. Every. day he is busy
reading, studying, and diciating to his secretary, and in addition, bhe
contines to lecturc before all  kinds off socicties, scientific, religious,
and economic. 1lis leisure, we hear, is devoted to  gardening, aml
he seems to be quite a modern St Francis ef Assisi im. bis love for his
“friends 1& Nature which smile up «f him with souls brimfsl of
gratitude,” It has been sugpested that all friends. and admirers should

urchase one of Dr. Peebles’ bonks ad ‘a2 miememto of his ainetieth
irthday, and that such books should become heirtgoms, marking a
notable stage in the carger of a remarkable man.  Probably there
will he many Indian fiends whw will be glad to join In sach & tribute and
commemoration.” ’ N

The above testimony of the usefulness of our Magazine,
coming as it does from an nnexpected quarter, will, we doubt
not,'plegse all our well-wishers. e wish success and pros
perity to all spiritual papers in every part of the globe and
long life to our revered friend, Dr. J. M. Peebles.



