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“After an interval of two or three minutes the curtain is
again lifted, and ‘another form, quite different in sex, gait,
costume, complexion, length and arrangement of hair, height
and breadth of body, and apparent age, comes forth, to be
followed in turn by others and others, until after an hour or
so the session is brought to a close, and the medium reappears
with haggard eyes and apparently much exhausted.

“In the three seances I have attended 1 havg secn shapes
of Indian men* and women ,and white persons, old and
young, cach in a different dress, to the number of thirty two .
and I am told by respectable person who have been bhere a
long while that the number averages about twclve a night
The Lddys have sat continuously for ncarly a year, and are
wearied in body and mind by the incessant drain upon
their vital force, which is said to be incvitable in these phenu-
mena. o

“For want of a better explanation 1 may as well statc that
they claim that the manifestation are produced by a band of
spirits, organized with a spccial director, mistress of ceremo
nies, chemist, assistant chemist, and dark and light circle op-
erators.”

Col. Olcott describes these spirits,' and of one of them, an
‘Indian girl, he says:

“Honto is about five feet five inches high, a well made,
buxom girl, of dark copper complexion and with long black

.

* “Quitc a number of Indian spirits,” says Dr. G. L. Dit-on, “maic
rialize themsclves every night at the Fddys’: for Mrs. Eddy was, it i
said, a noble, generous-hearted woman, who cherished the n.ost friendh
Gintercourse with these red men when in the flesh, and one severe wintel
kept in her honse a whole family of them that might otherwise have
perished.” '
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ir. She is very agile and springy in gait,ﬁ graceful in move-
ent, and cvidently a superior person of herclass. At my
cond seance, she in my presence reached up to the bare

whitc wall and pulled out a piece of gauzy “fabric * about
E'Qur yards long which parted from the plastering with a click
a8 if the end had been glued to it. She hung it over the
riling to show us its texture, and then threw it into the cabinet.
At cither end of the platform she plucked, as if from the
ur itself, knitted shawls, which she opencd and shook, and
ssed behind the curtain.  Then descending the steps to the
foor of the room, she pulled another from under Horatio
3ddy’s chair, where I had seen nothing but the bare floor a
noment before.  Then returning to the plattorm, she danced
o the accompaniment of the violin, after which she re-enterec
he cabinet and was gone. Let it be noticed that this creaturc
1ad the shoulders, bust and hips of a wuman, a woman’s hai
nd feminine ways, and that she was at least four inche
ihorter than William Eddy, who measures five fect nine inche
and weighs one hundred and seventy-four pounds.”

Colonel Olcott was eye-witness to these facts. Bt
Madamec had so thorouglly mesmerised him that hec utter
disbelieved what he had himself seen.

' (Zo be contsinued.)
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WirLy RalcikL, a scientist, in his very interesting hook,
“Qccultist’s Travels,” which we noticed in our last, thus

speaks of the Bangs Sisters in Chicago @ -—

“Miss Bangs possesses a very pecualiar power as a medium,
which I had never witnessed before. A letter 18 written
to some intelligence from whom one desires to reeeive a
communication, a few empty sheets are enclosed for a reply,
then the envelope is sealed with onc’s own seal and put
between two slates on a table in the Dbright sunshine.,  Miss
Bangs, after placing an inkstand and penholder on the slate,
sits down opposite with folded arms. ‘The noise of writing
is now distinctly heard, then rapping, and then the slate may
be taken. My letter lay cnactly as 1 Fad left it, with the
sesd uninjured. I opened it, and all the empty pages were
filled with writing in ink, and all this was done at noon.
%n broad daylight! In spite of all scepticism, 1 could dix
cuvzzr no fraud there, and, besides, Miss Bangs enjoys a vory
good reputation in initiated circles.” i

A Hindu of Calicut, Mr. G. Subha Rau, visited .\merica
anfl the Bangs sisters, and he writes dated December 1908 :—

“America is the home of Spiritualism, and curing my recent
twelve mionths’ stay in the United States'I devoted some time
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bio the study and investigation of spiritualistic phcnomena.
‘Jattended scveral meetings at which mediams lectured and
fyave “tests.” The tests appeared in some instances satisfac-
‘tory ; but they were not quitc®convincing to me. .nguimes
‘the medium would describe the personal appearance of a
'spirit whem she professed o see and who  was said to
?)0 pointing towards and stopping ncar a certain person amony
{the audicnce. ¢lhe person sclected was usually an elderly
“and excitable lady and she hagd uwsually not much difficulty
o identifying the alleged spirit with one of her departed
Lelations.  After this the way for the medium was cary. At
Jeast a critical observer could casily discount most tests of
‘this kind. Another kind of test was for the medium to call
‘:upon any onc in the audignee to stand up and say, “Read
ime”  When any one responded, she would at onee begin to
,\Ic.).d his character, and his past and future carcer in a geaeral
way. ‘This she profussed to do with the aid of sphit guides ;

mt whatever her method, many of those who stood up with

vident incrzdulity  seemed satisfied that she had “read”
hem fairly well. From this kind of test as well as from the
thers above  described, 1t is diflicult to eliminate the hypo-
hesis  of  thought-readir ,5. Another  alleged  phenomgenon
wesented  at these meetings was  “inspirational  speaking,
ome of the lecturers were highly cloquent and inspiring, but
icre wag much discursiveness and repetition and there was
othing insthem particularly supernormal. I would mention,
owever, the remarkable performance of one elderly spiritual
tic gentleman who could cxtemporise long pocms having
th rhyme and reason on any random subjects suggested

’ the audience.
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xecption which 1 shall presently - -ton gave disappointing
k E
vesults.
The exception was presented Ly w42 fainous Bangs sister,
. Lt . . . .
of Chicago. Their specialtics 4> -t is known as “in
dependent  wiiting,”  and  “spirii > taits.” 1 had thre

-ittings Por independent writing vy the younger sister. !

wook my own note paper and enve'o oy wnd wrote two letters
o departed feiends; one was - s I, and the other a verg
lsar friend of my student &y~ Mo aedium wanted me t
wiite the (ull names of the adi~,, , which 1 didin the
wwe of my friend only. T was » 2a-lose the letters witl
some blank paper inoan envels e a2 which was to be my

same, I carried out these instruet’ = with care and secreey

heing left alone i room) and wes *'ran ushered into a smakh
som in which there was a table 2ol T o lodged the envelop:
cucfully in the cavity between oo <iates which were hinged
Dgether at one side and which 7w med tight by means o
Indinrubber straps. 1 then p'ac -1 the slates on the tabl,,
wnd over them a shallow dish 5P % 'nly and 1 covered up
the whole with a piece of ecard Moard. We were seate
en cither side of the tgble: a0 shile taking every car
o see that the slates were left adistcbed, 1 had tipe
cooamine the table, the oo b oaallsy and the window-,
And satigly myself that there wers o sty mechanical conti
vances wet up thete. Presensiy he ~12dinm surptised m
by repetif words and  sentences  iov1 my letters. 1lavin
f?mpircd confidence, it was va-y tor hor to draw me int
::;}‘Onversa\ion on the subjects de b =with in the letters an
Felicit bits of iformation, It wai ot long, however, befor
T hut myself on my guard. A\ howt enty-five minut
i
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which we spent in' conversation <Le held up the slates and
ashed, “friends, have vou finished ?” ‘The answer camc in
sharp raps which seemed to be genuine and <ounded like
iclegraph signals.  She fnterprctcd them 1o mean that the
~ccond letter was being answered.

After a few more minutes, the “friends” announcsd that
ihe writing was finished, and T at once vnetrapped the slates,
.nd cut open the envelope, which <cemed quite untampered
with, T found that the blank ehcets of note paper were filled
with writing.  To discuss fully the ruerits of these communi
cations is not possible within the  limite  of this  shott
vaper. Tt would mean a verbatim reproduciion of my letters
i well as the replies, as also of the consversation that trans-
pired during the sitting.  Suflice,it to say, though I went
with a critical mind I was cager to get results, *f possible,
that bore the impress of the [wr:m\:ﬁilim of those to whom
my letters were addressed. 1 was particulaly andous o
he put in real communication with 1 v owife. Bat from this
point of view U was disapnointed. The lotters contained
acither the style nor the habits of thoughts of the persons
whom T had known on earth.  The siyle and the sentiments
weie those with which weare famifiar in soiitualistic litera-
fure  and published spirit communications. The writings
scemed  distinetive, and at first secnied very lile those of my
gdresses.  But close examination showed that they were
ilic same hand disguised. My friends sighature vas in a

' Jicsitating hand and was misspelt, while the body of his letter
was in a bold and steady hand. Neither of the replies gave
p.uty information which could suggest persona] identity. My
qucst‘ion« were on stibjects that muyt be nearest the hearts
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ol my departed dear ones (if [ may speak of discarnate
prits as having bearts) ; yet they could not answer them.
Liic answers werc vague, general and in several instances
.itogether wrong.  They conveyed no more infotmation than
was contained or suggested in my letters or given out by
me in &nversation.  There were several mistakes which my
wi: could never have made, but were clearly due to my
wornds being nfsunderstood. No thought-reading entered into
the phenomena, ¢

Miss Bangs’ cxplanation (an explanation which was partly
cmhadied in the second alleged letter from my wife) was
that ordinary spirits in the spirit-world can communicate
ouly through experienced  guides, whose style of thought,
capression, and  writirg, tleercfere, get to their communica-
tons, It was also said that oyr spirit friends, though they
wosdre to communicate with us, Suffer a feeling of oppression
whon they get back near the carth-conditions.

[ wrote a second letter to my wife under similar con
aitions, and got a reply which was not more conclusive.  In
toth letiers, along with many other tests, 1 had one short
s.utence eapressed in our grother tongue, Konkani, and written
in Canarese script. My wite was familiar with ¥inglish, though
snc could not be credited with the Imvolved style and”
((xnnlcd words of thg [first communication, but she was cer-
‘ku‘n;ly mere familiar with her own mother-tongue and verna «
gu' ar and 3t was not 19 be expected that a question of the kind
;l put would remain unnoticed while wn attempt was made
Yo answer all the English.*

% ° It might be said that my spirit wife could wot penctiate into gross
terand could read the letters only with the belp of the “guides,”s who



(OHY + #

>0 "&% +%$0 ->%0 (> K
$$5%" / % 1 (% & %>/ $-%+ +%S (

%0 -& |/ & % -+ + && - +& +0 +
&S! "$ M % ! $%!"! +&$ $3%
& o+ & R + % ( -0 "%+ 0

+ %+& "& S ( +0 % & %>/ ! (
(&+0 ! $% I" % $& +
&S $$% &+! /I & %+ + ! ]
%"& +'$% % & $ A% %+ -0 - !
% ! t$% + /$ +40 % & ( I -
> S - P++++ & %>/ $-%+ A%
%0 + /$ ++ + 1 ++ &0 " / ++ &
$ [ > -%S "
&+ % "+ % + 7 " -+0 /% 0 (
+'((+ $% + $% "&% $%+ & + -
- T +"( " >% % &
% $& + ek "+ L +& + -]
% $%&I0 ! "+ ( " %+ + $!
& + | "% "+ + S+
% (%! $ " $ &
& 18! -& (- +& +0  +"((
+ ! %S +++ ( (
+&& I>% & >! % - +& + |/ +
+ % + (/ % % -% #& "%
$+ % " + ("0 -"&! + % $&
>") &> % I3 %+ 1 % o+ ( -+ 1
& /' $++ & 1@ &&/ + $& +S10 &+ K", >
*0 " ( a$ +d! "% & ("(0 "
+%$ 7 ! "% % &$ "1+ %$ ! &"
B+ (-+$% ! ( 9" -+ &% ( % ( &&
1" 10 ->%0 -% ! EE N R

% ( &"%



UAX(;S SISTERS, THEIR MIRACULOUS I[EVI>. =

hg — /0 1 h+ % &% % o+ B -

Hoo+ + /+ % "y =/ + 1%k 1+

+ > W/ /4 W T+ $ S
for g S + $ % o+"$ % % &

&% gl >/ 1 -/ h 1/
- " ! 0o+ "t C" W/ $+ & $
Ve =% (- + ¢! >% 5™ ¢Vh -+

i $ " ( "+ (+ - + !
S ho+sh (1 o+ g Y 4

1 %+ - &S $ [
#H1 o - E% 0 31d % T+ "+ + + %+ ! &
E /+ + i o Q 1 (

>/ / $% /& WA+ ! + !
X % 1 1 (S + $ ko +

+ [ + L HS$ $ $"0 - -+
L) ! $i $ of o+ 1 >h -
$ L) —b % - +V "k
LAN74 LI % $8/ % -+ + %
W=,": % 5" - +hBh + 1 -B - ¢

L -+ S G+ ot (S YT |
E+ 1Y% L) N & #$ T1+3$3 %10 L

" "t $ 1 + 4! > — 1§
W oo+ . % 174 =%

w oo 1 & H o (HS + -’ at - ¢
+(T=+ % VL AC0 Y -+ kW - ©
1Vl 174 % +#$ $S% P /BN % &
v > b o+$ % ! + g >

Z -t $ + % $ B
- % / & %+ 1 h (+ #+ Wt

VoRESH It +$% (/S %Y /U 41



22 TITE MINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE

person. I had found it Lard to believe such a claim aad
when T arranged to have a sitting for a portrait of
deceased wife, 1 did so with no little incredulity. ‘The Bangs
Sisters claim that they can get a deceased person’s portas:
precipitated on canvas even when no photographic or oth.:
likeness evists, and at leas: one of their customers assurcl
me of such a thing having been done.  But in my case thu-
was a photograph which T was carrying with me.  Of comee,
I took every care to sec that neither of the mediums or any
of their friends thereabouts saw it At this sitting both sisters
took part. In the coursz of the preliminary conversation
one or the other would ook up at the bare wall and  descrilx
what she professed to see. Much of it seemed a casc o1
clairvoyance.  They saw apparently a life-sice image of th
photograph [ had with me and duseribed it correctly in ¢
details,  Tor instance, they saw that T sat, that my vi.-
stood behind with her hand on my shoulder, that her facc w. -
round, that she wore a peailiar jewel on the nose and 1o
hair was parted, that a dog lay at my fout, and so on.
Incidantally, 1 may mezntion that they described vision-
of one, who, from the de<oription, could be my mother, .
third, my fricad with whom 1 had been trying to communicat
“emd so on. But to proseed, they asked me to pick ov.
any two canvas stretchers that lay against the wall, adding thi
1 might Lring my own stretchers if 1 liked. I ook ou
two which were very clean and sct them on the tabld again: |
the glass window. I sat opposite, and the two sisters ot
either side, and we talked on in a purposeless way until
wondercd how al that rate anything could appear on il
canvas. ‘They just touched <ither rim of the canvas with (he
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. .
fingers, and I looked on. The roome had been securcd,
there were only we three in it, and the window was firmly
bolted. They asked me whether T wanted my wife to appen.
on the canvas in her cafthly or spirit form, I said, I did
not cure, provided I could recognise, and inally it wa-
agreedethat she might come in whatever form she liked.  The
medinms asked me somewhat eagerly ahout the texture o
robe or sade which my wifc had on n the portrait of which
they had had clairvoyant vision; but I could not describe
it.  Gradually T saw a cloudy appearancs on the canvas,
in a few wmoments it cleared into a bright face, the eyoes
for:ned themselves and opened rather suddm\y, and 1 behel!
what scemed @ copy of my wife’s {aez in the photograph.
The fgure on the cunyas faded away once or twice, to
reappear with clcarer outlin 3 and round the shoulder wa-
foriced 1 Touse white robe. ‘The whole seamed a remarkable:
enlargement ol the face in the photograpt,  The photograpl:
had been taken sowe three or four years Defore her death,
and it was noteworthy that the merely accidental details
that entercd into it should now appear on the canvas.  IFor
instance, the nose ornament already referred to, ~ie had no
wsually  worn., [ alsh noted that all :h: ornaments wer-
very clumsily 1'cprodur:»‘d that one which she had alvgmy
worny, but which was not distinetly visible in the photograpl,

c

was womitted o the canvas, that the eomplexion was o,
Teutonic lightness, and that the eyes were rather stern. 3
vointed out all these blemishes, and, as the result, when '
saw the portrait, the next day, all the ormaments had disapen
ed and thg, eyes were milder and nore wnatural. I v
fully satisfied that the portrait had heen precipitated by som -
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supernormal agengy, =& could thercfore accept their c
ulanation that those clangc: had also been caused by the
~ame agency.  As scow as the portrait was finished, T touched
ccorner of the camas v7ih mf finger, and a fine greyish
*ibstance “came off. I vus viidently a case of precipitation.
The portrait is still in vy pessession and though more than
~ighteen months have o
as the appearance of &«
colours, and though 1 &~

‘tas alikeness of my wif. its =aluc even as a fancy picture is

vecd, it looks as fresh as ever. T

ciuily prepared pog'rait in water
people find it hard to recognise

Nigh, especially 1emerbo g that it was all done in 23
minutes. That it was 1.1« hoas altogether is evident fiom
the striking likeness, i v ot oy wile, at least to her  portrait
dready mentioned. It wes alleged to Le the wotk of an
anele ¢f the mediums, vho, while on earth, had been an
artist and was now helpic:;

tpth in this business—and a ver
wofitable business 1t secin. d. though a limit was said to be
mposed by the fact thet tacis “magnetic energy” was diawn
apon for the precipitati v and it weakened them. T could
oclieve all this, but thoie was nothing to show that this

-pirit guide or any one 2t bad actually scen my  wife in the
woirit world and drawn Lo direel! To me, it seemed, clea
that the portrait ahich T caried had been made use of.  They
did not scem to have trcd any mental picture that was
n my mind, becausc i ihal case the mistake abogrt orni
nents, ete., weuld have te % cxplained. By the way, on:
~ignificant error was the cuission of the red forehead mark
of Zunkeum which was sc cssential.  The invisible artist must
ave taken it to be o stain on the photographic plate :
exactly the same mistch. wis made by a human artist in
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Boston, namely, the photographer who fmade copics of that
old portrait. I subsequently proposed another sitting for «
portrait in which three persons—my deceased wife, my aunt
then at Calicut, and myself sitting Lefore theme-should appear
together, Their spirit fiiends eaid, it was possible, but that
to gutea living person far away, scveral sittings would be
necessary on account of the difficulty of getting that person
in a proper pose I could not prolong my stay in the city,
and s9 1t had to be dropped. s ‘They also claimed to be able
o nwhe departed persons visible by “cthercalisation ;” and
this claim, too, I was not in a position to test, or to sce
't this was another name for “materialisations,” a kind of
ftand which honest spiritualists themselves had so successfully
and ~o repeatedly exposegl.

[ must, in fairness, say that [ saw much evidence of
overhoardness about the BangsSisters.  They were very kind
and hospitable to me, and genetous in many ways.  Their
theaties about their own phenomena may be wrong, but
that does not take away from the intrinsic scientific value
of these  phenomena ; and sometimes they candidly con
Jess their inability to, explain. It is a pity that scientific
expeits do not seem yet to have paid much attention
to the mediumship of the Bangs Sisters. The study #f
o American casc alone, that of Mrs. Piper, has yielded
such gich results, .'l‘he new American Socicty for Psychigul
Research, which owes its origin to the labours of Dr. Hyslop,_
vught to investigate the phenomena of these remarkable
Chizago mediums before their powers weaken with age.”

Mr. Reichel whom we quoted beforc, with his vast et
perience of the mediums of the woild says, “I Jave found
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Ly caperience tha? it is very rare to obtain much at a fir-
scance even with the best wediums,”  And again, “Truc 1 die
not obtain much here, but it is probably extremely diflict:
or forcign intelligences, T being a German to put themsclv: 5
quickly and without ccremony into communication wi.:
American medium, 8o Mr. Subba Row had his first seance
only; and there is no doubt that his  Ilindu relation.
found it difficult to coummunicate through Amaiitan mediuioe
quickly without a trainirg.
L3kt has, in this conneeidon, reeeived an interesting cone

nication from Vice- Admitad W Ushoine Moore, who writes :

“I send you an entvact from a letter I have received fuor.
a friend, a gentlerian of considerable position in Canade,
who docs not wish, just at present, ‘o 1eveal his identity. 1o
one of the most convineing proofs of spirit influence whic's
has ever come under my notice, and will, no doubt, interes
your wide circlz of 1eader:.

I think the wiiter s Loown to you, T enclose his nus
for your private information.

The following is the ovtrast from the letter, dated Qctah.s
19th, 1908, refened to by Admiral Moore :

Oug next expetience was a0 Chicago with the Bangs si-

‘f whom we had beard both good and evil reports;
werg, in conscquence, specially on the alert. 1 will leave you
10 julge of what we obiained there.  We were told by fricu:-
who had visited them to write our questions beforé goiug 1
the house and place them with a number of blank sheci
of stamped or initialed papo- inside an envelope gummed
“sealed. This we did, using paper from a Toledo hote! th-
was decorated with a gils monogram. We reached Chira, !
.
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sarly on the following momi,. At g otlock we had (ound

the Bangs’ residence wad < :ured an immediate seance Leloe

the arrival of their numerszs clients. We sat with M'ss

May Bangs.  'To this day shs is ignorant ofsour names or
whete we cune from ; n:r had she any inkling of our visit
or its purpose.  We accam;asizd her, cach in turn, into o
comfortable litide boudoiz s the sunny side of the hious,
looking ouson 4 bit of liwn |, the only window remained opon.
In the centre of the oors vas a table four feet squaie
covered with a woollen cio', The medium sat opposite to e
about a foot or more frovy Uiz table; the only object on i
table was an open inkstand - Ysaid T had brought with e
some questions ina ~ea’:! velope, and hoped to obtiin
replies through Lier medivie Vo5 she <aid, ‘We will ury S
then fetched a pan of Rivecd slates, the frames of which waeie
~overcd with dark cloth, ¢

shem to me, and resumed fwr
seat, saymg, ‘Place vour T eier hetween the slates, closce themn
and <ccure them with those »0ut rubber bands @ Jay the slaics
on the table in aront o L ua and place both hands flat an
top of thew.’

The mcdiun’s stz 7 3 having been carried out wee
sngaged in genctal e mverzion s three times she igterrupied
the talk to ush, ‘Is th's same or place correelly sped ¥
{forzign names mentioned 73y uestions), showing that some

Lnowdedge of what I hil --ritten was icaching her. {1

assentéd, or made o slgh. cdmrection, she would write on
a pad resting on her Lot then resumed our conversation
where it had dropperl.

About half an hour .3 thus spent when three disti b
1aps were heard and et iy ~1n, procecding, appz}rcml‘y, from
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the centre of the tuble.  Aliss Bangs then said : ‘The scance
1 over: you have obtained what you are to get; you may
<pen your envelope now or later.” [ opened the hinged slates,
tound the envelope as [ had placed it, untouched and still
“ualed, thanked the lady and left the room, when my brother
passed in for his turn. !

While waiting for my brother, in the adjoining room [ slit
open the end of my envelope with my penknife* and found,
besides my questions, nine and a-half pages of the blank paper
covered with cluse writing in ink, as if with a steel pen,
duly numbered and written at the mstance of the spirit friend
to whom I had addressed four out of the five questions, and
sined infull. The replics were categorical, giving or con
timaing information of great value teme personally 3 referring
to facts and bappenings of forty years ago which the spirit
and Lalone were aware of, and adding the names of indivi
<uals whom I had not named in my questions, but whom we
both hnew in the past, and who had participated in the events
tcforred to by me.

The reply to the fifth and last question was in the form ol
sivelings from spirit friends who were ‘knowu to me when they
wore in carth life, and now cone to me as so-called guides.

S When one writes rapidly a blotter is necessary at the turn
over to a new page ¢ this, apparently, was not required by the
<pirit writer, for the ink is the same depth of black at tl.e foot
asat the top of the pages. The handwriting of the last
‘s age (and each signature at the bottom of it) differs from
that w hmh contained rep\u.s to my first four qm,suons.

. It is not claimed that this writing is donc by spirit {riends

themselves but, at their dictation, l)y the mediums control,
who has hccome expert in this form of manifestation.
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that moment he begins to obstruci the power which is the
source of all strength, life and cnergy.  He Leeps the idea
presented to his mind that he is Lu a channel for the inflow
of, that force which is back of a'l th= power of the universe,
and that all that is rea/ about ki is so because of his
refationship with that Infinite Tower, of which he s but
a spark.  Tle does not heal-—but Spirit doc.. 4, 3@\

In conclusion, T propose to cile a few cases healed by
psychic methods.  All of these cascs have been seen by medi
¢l men and others; and, in aest instauces, sufiicient time

has clapsed to judge of the permarcney of the results,

In order to prevent miscoreeption, it ought to be cleadly
understood that I have no quaret with the Medical pro-
fussion, nor can I join the indi-ciiminat. clamour against
naterial remedies for the cure ol discase,  For, as 1 have
wid before, 1 recognise the “uct that the human budy i
made up of an aggregation, or confederation, of cclly; that
cach cell draws its material frem the material-food that is
wken in the stomach ; and that as such it cannot but follow
thut some medicines contain putritive material adapted to
the needs of special groups of colls, T must say that 1
a as much opposed to a system which insists that drogs
artimcdicines are necessary to rectify cvery physical disordes
as I am to a system which teaches that the action of the
mind alone should be employed for healing purposese If
occult healing sonietimes succeed : where other methods have
Iniled, the opposite is equally true. Even in the foimer
casc, this implies no slur on ‘Med:rine,’ regarded in its widest
«(nsc; on the contrary, it makes ‘Medicing, as a whole, s
much the richer, if the work is combined.
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' he following cases are from my own practice :——

A Mahomedan, aged 36. Iud sulfered from cervical
wuralgia which proved resistant to allopathic treatment. At
uie request of the Doctor®undzr whose treatment he was, |
[ treated the patient and cured him in three minutes. No
clapse., o

I'nvoy to His Majesty the Amir ol Kabul, aged 45. A
.1y robust afd stout man.  Had saficred from  stiffness of
‘ack and pain in loin. Cured the patient in two minutes,
n the presence of & large circle of admiiing friends.

A gentleman, aged 37. Had been a martyr to rheumatism
or more than hall his life, having contracted the discase
« the age of 17, Suffering seveie and constant.  All joints
‘liceted, particularly kneed.  Had tried all methods of treai-
ment, but without any lasting seflect. Cured in one sitting.
A sceond treatment, a few day’ latcr, made the cure perma
ool

A clerk, aged 3:. Strony and healthy.  Iiad suffered

Irom hysterical attacks, accompanicd with uscular contrac
tures,  Disease about 11 years old. Suggested that the
puient will have no atack for siv months,  During this
poaiod, he kept absolutely well and bad no fit. A lturthers
tteatment was given, with satisfactory results,

-\ lady, aged 22 Had an atiack of hysteria. The G,
Listed three days.  During this thme, the patient remained
vimarently unconscious and  without fuod or water, hier jaws
o.ing locked tightly.  After all medical skill had failed to do
wroany good,, I was sent for and under my psychic method
il treatment the patient recovere within hhlf an-hour.
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ablic that I am sick of answering the juestions regarding
he treatment.”

This case was witnessed by several persons, including a

Sedical men.

Brevity of space and time will, I am afraid, not allow

Leto quete more cases,  But are these cures miraculous ?
1 say by no means. A miracle is something supernormal.  In
s cases, ti®se who were healed were healed by the power
{ their own minds suddenly ealled into operation, assisted
«:haps, in some cases, by that of the operator. Thus, AZind is

s supreme factor in effecting a cure, and the treatment of dis

~ws Ly peychological processes is called Occult Therapeutics.

S. N. Bosg,
. Sustitoliah Road, Practical Iypnotist
Nidderpore, wnd Psyelic Healer.

[P -



“ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES."
- ®)-:

Mz, E. M, Ducat contributds a powerful story under this

heading to the Occw/t Reviewo in which a long-lost ruby was
strangely restored through the plaintive crying and wailing
of a child, dead many years before, while yet under the im-
pression of being in disgrace over the loss of the gem. [t
will amply repay perusal :- - .

Mr. and Mrs. Davis are Anglq-Indians, the most hospitable
«f a proverbially hospitable elass. Mr. Davis is also a great
sportsman. In India, during onc cold weather, they were
exceedingly kind to, and entertained for several weeks,
certain Mr. Thompson, who had been, previously, a complete
strtanger to them, but who had come to their part of the
country for big game shooting, and befween whom and Mr.
Davis a, great friendship had sprung up, on account of thei
nftutual sporting proclivities.

On his departure, Mr. Thompson ggve a most pressing
inyitation to his hospitable host and hostess to come, ort their
return to England, and pay a visit to himself and his wife at
their country home in —shire.

Mr. and Mrs. Davis accepted the friendly invitation, and
the next time they were home on leave in England they duly
paid the visit,
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They had never before seen Mrs. Thompson, and knew
nothing about the family ; b‘ut Mr. Thompscn had told them
that his children were grown up, and had left homc.

‘The evening of their arrival, Mrs. Davis went up rather
carly to® dress for dinner. The door between her room and
the large room allotted to her husband as a dressing-room was
aar. She whs pattering about her room, arranging her
belongings and settling herself comfortably into her new
auarters, when she heard a most piteous sobbing and moaning,
which seemed to issue from somewhere close by.

She stopped her occupation and listened.

Liver peristently the sounds continued, without intcrmission

vmitted evidently by sume child in dire distress, who was
aying as if its heart were breaking.

Such inconsolable grief wa¢ terrible to hear, and Mrs.
Davis felt she could not stand it any longer without trying to
find out where the child was and what was the matter with
it The noise sounded so close—apparently in the adjoining
toom—surely no child could be in there, in her husband’s
stiessingroom ? - Mrs, Davis advanced towards the communi-
« tting door to investigate the affair.

As she did so, she caught sight of a small (igure at the
lurther end of the large room.

t was a little girl of about four years of age, dressed in a*
hiown-holland over-all tied under the arms with a wide, blue
ribbon sash.  She stood wringing her hands and moaning, and
won bending down and tearing with her wee fingers, and with
w1 air of despairing pertinacity, at one particular spot in the
Cupet, while tears coursed down her cheeks and sobs gon-
| vulsed her tiny frame.



36 THE HINDU SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

For one instant astonishment arrested Mrs. Davis and
held her dumb, gazing at the spectacle ; the next, she advanced
into the dressing-room, exclaiming with concern—

My poor little girl ! What 25 the matter ?”

The child took not the slightest notice of the interruption
but continued her strange behaviour and sobbing, as if she had
not heard Mrs. Davis speak.

Mrs. Davis walked right across the room towards her.
“Tell me, little one, why dre you crying ?-—and what arc:
you trying to do to that carpet ?”

She was just about to stoop down and touch the child,
when, withoutt uttering a word, it turned suddenly away, and
burying its face in its hands, rar, still sobbing, out of th-
room. ‘

Mrs. Davis followed instantly to the door and gazed up and
down the passage, looking to' sec where the child had gonv
but not a trace of it was visible in cither direction.

It having vanished into thin air and all sounds of sobbmy,
having completely ceased, Mrs. Davis, after standing for a few
minutes irresolute in the doorway, turned back and re-entered
the room. When her husband came up to dress, e
recounted what had taken place, and wondered who the child
was, as Mr. Thompson had told them his children were all
grown up, and none of them here. :

Mr. Davis agreed that it was rather curious, but suggested
that probably the little girl was a grandchild, and said, as h:s
wifc seemed so concerned about the matter, that he would
‘ask Mr. Thompson who the child was, and tell him
was in( distress over something.
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Accordingly when they entered the drawing-room— where
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Thompson already were—MTr. Davis went up to
Mr. Thompson and remarked—

“Didn’t you say your children arc all growh up? Is that
then your grandchild upstairs, who has been crying in our
1oom 2

Mr. Thompson started violently. He turned a counten-
ance towards Mr. Davis the expression of which dumbfounded
thc latter.  Never had he seett any face express such scared
aaony.

“There is no child in this house,” said Mr. Thompson
huiriedly, in a low voice, and speaking as i€ with difficulty,

“Oh! but pardon me, my dear fcllow, there is !” laughed
My Davis, “for my wife %$aw it not an hour ago! It was
m our room, sobbing ands crying and seemingly in great
distress over something or othe}.  Ireda is quite concerned
+hout it, and hopes you will find out what is the matter
vith the child and do-—-"

“Hush-sh 1”7 whispered his host in his ear, laying a
testraining hand upon his arm, while he cast an apprehensive
slance towards his wale, as if dreading lest she should have
overheard Mr. Davis’ speech.  “After dinner I will otell you
! about that child; in the meantime, pray say nothing
more on the mattes. I will explain all, alterwards, in private.”

I'bllowing Mr. Thompson’s glance, Mr. Davis perceived
that Mrs. Thompson had turned ashy white, was trembling
likke an aspen and clutching at the edge of the table near
her, as if to prevent herself from falling in a faint.

Realizing® that he had unwittingly made a fawx pas, M.
Davis hastened, with ready tact, to change the onvgrsation,
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R o
and {velcomed the opportune arrival of the butler, announcing
the dinner, as putéing an end to a more than proverbially
trying mauvais quart d'heure.

After dinner, over their wine, Mr. Thompson, on his own
mmatlve, confided to his friend the following explanation of
the skeleton in his cupboard that had that day been lald bare
to the gaze of his friends.

The child that Mrs. Davis had seen crying in the
bedroom was Mr. and Mrs. Thompson’s own child ; but i 7 it {
been dead for years.

Throughout those years it had continued, at intervals, o
appear to various pecple—always sobbing and wringing its
hands and moaning in the broken-hcarted manner that Mr-.
Davis had described. It took no notice of any one, and
although more than once it had been spoken to by different
people who had seen it, it had never paid the slighte::
attention, nor had it ever replird to any one’s interrogation-.

The subject was the more intensely painful to Mr. «nd
Mrs. Thompson, for the reason that the child had dicd
under distressing circumstances, believing itself to be m
disgrace and still unforgiven.

The facts were, that the little girl one morning was, a«
usual, playing in her mother's room while the latter was
d'ressing; and was amusing herself with her mother's rings,
which were lying on the dressing-table. When the nurse came
to fetch the child, it, unknown to any one, went awzy stiil
holding in its hands one of the rings.

As soon as Mrs. Thompson was dressed, she found that
this particular ruby ring was missing, and went at once to the
aursery to recover it from the child, who, she felt convinced,
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NOTES. 79

continued to esperiment and finally mhstered the secret of
manifesting themselves as material men
_—

But yet they could not appear in light with a material
torm. Nor could they shew themselves as separate entities
from tle mediums.  But gradually these difficulties were over-
come an¥ now the spirits can not only appear in broad day-
light, but come out of the seance room in daylight for a
walk in the streets. [t is no¥ a common occurrence of the
medium and the materialized spirit shewing themselves at the
same time.

Witen first a spnit photograph was taken, cven spiritualists
could hardly believe it to be a fact. But now the secret
has been divulged to many spirits and spirit photography
are now common. In regard 2o spirit photography Mr. Stead
has been good enough to send us an atticle which is
published elsewheie.  In Calcutta, we came across a boy-
artist who had the power of taking the photos of spirits. It
was all right with him so long as he was not aware that he
had this power: for yon many occasions when developing
a plate be came across a shadowy form on it, ands thinkil}g
that there was something wrong with it he would at once des
troy it.  But as sgon as he came to know that it was some
spirits whose photos he bad taken he unfortunately gave up
the pursuit altogether.
e e

As we have said, in spiritual manifestations the medium
has only a passive part. ‘TI'he spirit has, to learn or find for
himself how to communicate. [e has now learnt to gake his
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THE PROPHIETS ANALYSED.

. fowhich oypeeted o callier wisdom from the East, was
ovonied o find semething else o the /londn Spetieal
i, o wity the eveations through Lend Gananga.
fy e little *naliseous” fo him, and our contemporaty
simbutes the manfestations through Thm “to great hysteria”
s3] arcording to him, Gauranga “Shewed abundant signs
fdzmentia?  Sphitualists, who are assailed unfuinly for be-
T their philosophy and facts, ought to be the last persons
« adopt the practice of their opponents.’ We urc.pained
‘0 sce one, whose love of tuth is very scanty, :mztckl"ng
A
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spiritualism, thou.gh he knows nothing of it. Andrew Larg
said in his learned article, that is to say, atticle full of
oracular declarations, that Spiritualisin has not as yet shewn
any physical manifestation which cannot be accounted fos
by tricks. Here he assumes that he is familiar with all the
manifestations that have taken place in spiritf4l circles in
America and Lurope, since the advent of spiritualisa. T you
ask an unfan critic like this how do you aceount for suclhs
manifestations, as a hand of light wiiting the name ot
Napoleon in the presence o8 Louis Napoleon himsell and
his consort, which was  Jone thiough the  wediumsli,.
of I D, Home, he will say it is Wl tdlepathy. Wiy
does the lable move  without any contact? It v due
to telepathy.  How to account for spitit photography 2 {Uis
telepathy again. Ttis i this manver they assail spirituadisi

The weapon that Z7zi¢ has handled to assail the Hindu
wiiter, who talks of wisdom, is the sawe. I Gauranga was
a mad man how wis it that many millions of men wo
shipped him and do now us the Incarnation of God > 1L s
rather going too far to ¢l one mad, whom nillions of his
fellow-beings warship as the Coti incamnated, these millions .
li\'ix‘)g in the kind of Buddbz and Srce Kuishng, and wany ot
them Deing as cultured and intelfigont ws the wiiter in
Light We dwre say if any one Mad spoken of a gieat
medium, in whose gilt Z:y/2/ has faith, in the way he attachs
Gauranga, he would have dencunced the conduct of such a
critic as very unfair.  Let Zggas first make himselfl ac
quainted with the sayings and doings of Gauranga and then
might he be it a position to act as a critic. The way,
gfeat truths are assailed by the ignorant and prejudiced, has.
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so chastened our heart that the attacks of Ziy// do not
take us by surprise and we would have taken no notice of his
attacks if he did not profess spiritualism.

Let us calmly examine tHe position of the prominent
personages who have been able to attain to the height of a
Messiah. We think, we ought to be able to do this without
losing temped, trampling under foot our sense of justice.
We shall only take note of the last three Avatars,—Jesus,
Mahomed and Gauranga. Chrstians do not admit the
cliims put forward for Cauranga as a Messiah, nor of
Mahomed whom they censider only a political character
with a good many wives. Indeed, the Christians do not
«(mit any other Messiah escept Jesus. The Mahomedans
¢ more liberal, for they admdt that Jesus was a Messiah,
theugh perhaps not so  favoured as Mshomed was, is
the lust Prophet sent to man bye God, and that no others
would ever be sent thereafter.  The Iindus are more liberal
thun both  the Christians and the Mahomedans. For,
they say God sends Mussias, in all ages, to all countrie.
when necessary.  Thus we  Hindus have no objection to
admit the claims to Messinslyp of either Mahomed or Jesus
Ciaist.  Indeed, we are bound to admit the divine charagter
of these two, since milljons have donc and arc doing so
As for Gauranga, let it he borne in mind that even during his
lifc-time he was worshipped as God incarnated by myriads
of men, not ignorant fishermen, nor plundering Beduins,
but the highest pandits of India, who founded and developed
the Naya and Vedanta philosophies as also that of the Geeta,
considered by large number of people, to be the greatest book
in the world.
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Whatever cotntries the Christians have visited, they have
.converted the inhabitants thereof. 1low isit that they have
failed in India—India whic;h is governed by a Christian
race of irresistible physical power? The reason is that, Chiist
has revealed no truth which was not known to the people
of India, and this we say fully believing in the djzine niission
of Jesus. His great work was to develop dnd rectify the
ten commandments of the Jewish Bible. His highest efiort,
the Sermon on the Mouht, has very little of religion in it :
it is the penal code of divine government.  What he says is,
do this and do this not, if you do this you will get your
reward, or if you do this you will get your punishment. The
highest thing that he said was that the right check should
be turned when the left s smitttn, Mind, this he said, but
did he shew it in practice? Jtis easy to issue a commaend
but it is difficult sometinfes to obey it. To say, love God
is casy, but to do so is rather difficult, and in the carcer
of lord Jesus, we do not see any one instance of the
unassailed cheek being turned to the encruy or of an enerry
being loved instead of being hated.

Jut such incidents are nungerous in the career of Lotd |

Gawnanga.  Jagai and Madhai, cousins, were the cily cons
tables of the learned and poputous city of Nadia, which was
bigger than Calcutta of the present day, under the Mussalinan
sovereiyn of Gaur,  ‘They j;irank liquor, and then not only
committed horrible atrocities, such as open robberies with
the help of a fierce band of robbers whom they maintained,
but they also murdered women, men and children. They were
considered “thg¢ greatest sinners in the world.” The citizens
ga}lowe’i them to do all these because they had no help.
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Well, Lord Gauranga flourished then and his followers
had come to regard him as the Saviour of mankind. The Lord
commanded two of his followgrs, Nityananda and Haridas,
ascetics, to preach the religion of the God of Love, Srce
Krishna, to the citizens; “Go [rom door to door” was the
command, “g§ to the depraved fist and awaken in them
the sense of their fallen condition.”

Tust realize here the consciousness of power shewn by the
Lord. A command like that, T o 5o and save the greatest
smuers, the Russian Czar cannot issue.  Nityananda and
Hwidas had no doubt in their mind, that bearing the
message of the Lord, they would prove irresistible.  They
did prove so to all but they failed with Jagai and Madbai.

When Nitaye and Haridas paid a visit to the two cousins
naned above, they were 1epulsed. They were told to mind
their own business.  They again went, and the cousins “with
lethal weapons in hand pursued the flecing ascetics.”  The
two preachers came to the Lord and told him that they had
faled with Jagai and Madhai; that as this had been known
in the city, it had very much spoiled their cause. They
cs8d, “Lord, Lord, give use these two sinners, so that we
cun take them to the citizens as witnesses to your divhne
wission.”  “Yes,” said thte Lord, “let us go.” And the Lord,
with a large number of followers, went to the cousins to
convert them. 1'o ordinary men, the method adopted by the
Lord would appear somewhat silly and ridiculous. Fancy,
he was going dancing and singing hymns to the fierce robbers
fer the purpose of converting such incorrigible sinners. And
the usual result followed ; the two cousins came forward with
an armed force, and assaulted the party. Madhai, who was
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the fiercer of the two, took a picce of broken jar lying in the
street, and flung it with unerring aim at Nitaye, who was
in advance of the party. Madhai then took up another
piece for the same purpose, but this time his cousin caught
hold of his band and said, “What do you do? Don't you
sce they are God’s servants?”  Madhai was M’is restiained,
-but the first piece had done its work, for it struck the fore-
head of Nitaye with great force, blooG spurting out like
water. Just then the Lord with his party arrived. Seeing
the state of affairs he addressed Madhai, who, restrained Ly
Jagai, was trembling with rage, in these words: “Nitaye is an
ascetic, and is thus precluded from holding lethal weapons.
He meant only your good. Angd Madhai, are you not tired of
committing sin? Do you know you will have to render an
account of your misdeeds o your Creator ?”

Madhai saw before him the divine figure of the Lord,
and he felt himself cowed. Ina moment he was filled with
remorse and fear, and he fell at the [ect of the Lord and
prayed for mercy.

‘The l.ord retreated a step, and said that he had no power
10 fgrgive him, it was Nitaye aloné, whom he had offended,
who could do so. Upon this Nitaye said, “if that be the
case, I torgive Madhai with all my hea‘rt, nay, if 1 have ever
done any meritorious act I transfer’ its  reward to him.”
Saying this, he gave a warm embrace to Madhai. The two
cousins henceforward became the humblest of the Lord’s
devotees, and their piety made them objects of veneration to
their contemporaries. This was about four hundred and
twcnty-i"nve years 2go, and their descendants are now known as
devout followers of the Lord.
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There are very many instances in  which the lord
conquered by love those who came (o assail him or his
followers.  ‘T'he grandson of the King of Gaur, who was a
Mussalman, was the governor of Nadia, and he persecuted the
\aishnavas, that is to say, the followers of the Lord, and
the Lord in\rctum hrought him to his fold by his irresistible
tove.

In Christian countries they talk of living “Christ-life.”
What peculiarity there is in the life of the Prophet, we know
not.  He lived like other men, only he preached.  But thou-
wands preached in India. ‘The Buddhists again not only
preached in India, but in Thibet, Central Asia, China, Japan,
¢orea and America, and they were thotough ascetics. A
sealous Chiistian is now living a “Christ-life” in India for the
purpose of converting the heathen. e has taken a blanket
ior his cover and a rag for his lgins.  He sleeps under trees
wecasionally.  But this is vot living Christlife, rather this

" living the life of an Hindu ascetic.  Christ had good

clothes, all the good things of life, and never had a blanket
and a piece of rag to cover himself.  Of course Christ was
divine, but yet he lost temper, and even went to the
length, in his indi;_:naliu?), of refusing to save ¢ class of
sinners. s

We have read the expression “Christlife” in the writings
of Christians.  The same writers have explained what they
mean by it. ‘The account of the Christian, who 15 now
tiving his so-called Christ-life in India, would go to shew that
heis not living a Christlife as it is generally understood
in Christian countries but the life of a Hindu ascetic.
Indeed, his Christ is like a Mindu saiht, while the viewe
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of the Christian$ generally regarding bim are quite didetent
The following lines will shew what they mean by Christ
life in Christian countries : —
The Son of Godggoes forth to wa
A kingly crown to gain,
His blood-red bannet streams alu
Whao follows in the train ? /

So Clirst o deseribed as & Knight crrant gomyg to light
with the devil and his followers  Charles Brever who  quote -
the above lines n his aticle in 2 i, Denver, headed
“IE Chiist should come to Denver,™ explains what is meant
by Christ going to war. e brings Cluist to Denver in
this fashion . “Christ comes to Demver like other well-diessed
gentlemen supplied with money cnough to meet the cxpensive
hotcl requirenents of our pseude-civilization.  His Chiist
is thus net Lke the Christian,who is now in india preaching
the gospcls 1o the heathehs, with a blanket 1ound his bedy,
and a rag reund his loins, slecping ander the trees and living
upon baie subsistenee, like w Hindu aseetic,. To  quoie
again Mr. Brover . “All the reporters would want Lo intenview
him, and he would probably wiite anticles for the papers.”
We are not teld for how much @ column.  Chiist wenic
then “hire & hall for his lectures,” bul the people would
compel the city government to allow*him its use without
payment. We do not see why should Chtist need this favor,
having a purse well-filled with money. Christ then bhegins
his attack in “burning words,” unfit for publication, for the
reperters would, no doubt, apprehending libel suits, “translate
it into gentle terms.” But would Christ agree to this soften
ing of his fierce language? No, he would “re-iterate then
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with greater force.” These fierce dcmmci:mons would be
telegraphed from Amcerica and the whole world be thrown
topsyturvy.

The orator Christ, this skern, aggressive and uncompro
mising  saviour, who gives lectures, interviews reporters,
writes newspaper articles, for the purpose of saving men, is a
creature ofMhe fierce Christian races of the West, who make
him after their own model.  We have, no doubt, he was
centler than that.  If the Hindy had the piivilege, he would
have created Christ after the model of Gauranga, passive
and  persuasive, not compelling men by ficree denunciation
or an appeal to their fears, but moving thein by “melting”
words, words of sympathy and love.  What Gauranga actually
did is in record, thousands of his followers having left a vivid
description of the Tord and his mode of conversion.  So
we have not to resorl to our imagination for his picture,
ke never approved of appealing to crowds, thus arrogating
superiority 1o the addressed, which developed vanity and ar
rogance.  [le never appealed to the tears of men and held up
to thew tortures of hell for the purpose of influencing thew.
 But he moved the depraved by his profound pily and love
for them. The sight of d fallen creature so violently affected
him that “he would weep out-tight and roll on the glound
in the anguish of his soul like a man bitten by thousand
scorpions.” The sinner, seeing so much sympathy and love
lor him, would be violently moved and then he would sit”
by the Lord and address him thus: “Be comlorted Lerd.
[ shall never again give you this pain. Help me; henceforth
I shall turn a new page in my life.” And he would be a
penitent first, and a saint afterwards.
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The Christiane accuse the Mahomedans of following a
prophet who carried a sword. But the Christians have given
4 vitriolic pen and a fiery tongue to their own prophet, and
we do not see much differcnce Between a sword and a tongue
like that which burn and wound. It is no fault of Christ
that his fierce followers have given him such a *ongue and
pen for the purpose of carrying his “blood-red banner” and
<arning “a kingly crown.”
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Seirirs take possession of theshody of the medium, and thus
<ome in contact with the material world. When the pos-
<ession is complete the communications do not contain mis-

iakes.  But complete possessions are rare ; even Mrs. Diper,
when she is entranced, retains a portion of her independence,
and hence mistakes sometimes occur even in her commu-
nications.  In cases of complete possession, the spirit makes
:he body of the medium his owms entirely, and thus he can
talk or write without committing a mistake. What is called
“absession”  proper is a quite different thing. In cases
of obsession proper the spirit takes possession of the body
entirely, and then makes it its permanent home. The
medium, when thus affligted, has to be cured, and the spirit
or ghost evpelled with the help of those who are known as
ghost-doctors in this eountry.

The most wonderful case of possession, of which we have
any record, is that of Lord Gauranga, the Messiah or Avatgr.
His body would be taken possession of by the Lord God Him-
self. ‘The neat in importance, we belicve, is that of Lurancy
Vennuin whose body was taken possession of by Mary Roff.
A short account of this wonderful case appeared in a recent
issue of our magasine. But the Austin Publishing Company,

’
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Rochester, New }'ork, has issued a book entitled “The
Watseka Wonder” in which a wmost complete account of
the case is given. Lvery one who can read, ovght to posscss
a copy of this most wonderf6l brochure, The Watseka
case proves conclusively the grand truth that men live after
death. P

Lurancy Vennum felt queer and gradually developed, as
it appeared to outsiders, signs of insanity. Doctors failed
to do her any good: and if was at last resolved to send
her to a lunatic asylum. There was, in the city, a gentleman
named Asa. B. Roff, who believed the case to be one of
“possession” and, after much persuasion, he obtained the
consent of Miss Vennum's father to visit her and bring with
him Dr, Stevens. This Dr. Stevens had experience of such
cases. The two gentlemen, Mr. Rofl and Dr, Stevens, repaiied
to the residence of Mr. Vennym which was « little way out of
the city. Dr. Stevens was an entire sianger to the family.
‘The young girl sat in an ordinary chair, with staring cyes,
looking every way like an old hag.  She appeared savage and
sullen, called her father, “Old Black Dick” and her mothet
“Old Granny.” The doctor asked her name. She said,
“Katrina Hogan” though her name ' was Lurancy Vennum
Lhe following conversation ensued between the patient and
the doctor :—

“Who are you ?”

‘“Katrina Hogan.”

“How old >”

“Sixty-three years.”

“Where from ?”

“Germany.”
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“How long ago?”

“J'hree days.”

“How did you come ?”

“Through the air.”

“low long will you stay ?”

“Three weeks.”

Thus they talked and talked, for a considerable time.
Suddenly the gl was taken posscssion of by a better influence,
for she began to converse with the grace and sweetness
of an angel.  She said, or rather the good spirit said through
her, that the spirits who conirolled her were evil. It would
be Dbetter if she were controlled by a Detter and higher
spirit.  ‘The spirit further said, there were a great many good
~pirits there who would be glad to take possession of her
sody, -and began to deseribe these better spirits.  Thus the
apirit gave description of persohs long since deceased, some
-ven the girl had never known, but who were known by older
versons present.  The spirit again said that there was one who
Qesired to come. On being asked i he knew who it was, he
caid s “Her name is Maty Rofi.”  Mr. Roff being present,
«aid : “That is my dauglhter, Mary Roff is my girl.  Why,
<he has been in heaven twelve years.  Yes, Ict her come, we
will be glad to have har come.”  Mr. Roli assured the father
that Mary was good and intelligent and would help her in
wvery way she could, stating further that Mary used to be:
subject to cunditions like herself.

Thus Mary Roff came into the body of Lurancy Vennum,
and Miss Vennum, then no longer the daughter of Mr.
Vennum, but of Mr. Roff, came to the, house of the latter
(AIr. Roff). In this manner Mary Roff, in the, bod’y of
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Lurancy \'e':mum‘, remained with her father Mr. Roff, in his
house, for three months and ten days, or about 100 days. She
gave full satisfaction to her mother, father, brother, sisters
relations and neighbours thateshe was no other than Muary
" Roff. A detailed account of this case has appeared in the
book named above.

A few copies of this extraordinary book nds been sent
to us for sale. ‘Those who want it must be prompt. [t~
American price is 35 centse besides postage, its equivalent
value in Indian money being Rupee one and annas two, V. I’
charges and postage extra
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VINDICTIVE SPIRIS AND THEIR VENGEANCE UroN Miew,
‘[ur Tantrik sages and seers have divided the spirits into
various classes according to their conduct and character, acts
and forms. The spirits of good and evil nature have theit
names mentioned in the Tantrik books and they can be easily
distinguished by their communications with men or by thei
acts and works., The most notgble or prominent among
the spirits of all classcs are the following :-

(1) Brahmadaitya ; (2) Lret; (3) Pisackh . (4) Kanda; (5)
RKuechar; (6) Aloka; (7) Betal; (8) Kalangha: (9) Nist; (10)
Sukhind or Sankhi; (1) LPretus; (12) flere and (13) Bastoo.
»I'he *Sakhinis” are female ghosts and popularly called “Sakl:-
chinnis” in Bengal and North-Western Provinces and “Sankee”
in Iran and on the Peryian borders.  The “Kandas” appém’ in
most hideous forms., They are the only spirits that cannot
laugh nor smile. The “Prets” and “Pisaches” are exceedingly,
mischievous and vindictive. The “Sakchinnis” and “retnis” a1«
ferocious and the “Bastoo” ghosts are obedient, inoffensive and
docile. “Brahmadaityas” arc sometimes benevolent and some-
times revengeful. “Kaljanghas” are always found to be angry
and terrible. “Jherus” are found in bamboo‘groves. The “Nisi”
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ghosts appear only at night and wake up men and women,
especially boys and girls, under false pretences and induce
them to follow the ghost at night. ‘The “Alokas” are very swift
in motion like the will-o-the-wasp or the Ignus Fatuus, The
best of all spirits are “Betal” and “Khechar.” ‘They appear
only to do good to men and unfold earthly and spiritual sec-
rets to those for whose benefit they make their appearance.
These ghosts instruct, advise, warn, predict and direct in a
wonderful manner and many a time speak like angels.

The adepts among the Tantnks know the nature of the
spitits and so they can casily combat with them, il necessary,
according to the powerful zzyas and mantras mentioned n
the Tantra Sastras. The following i~ a startling but faithful
and interesting account ol a mighty and vindictive spirit whose
name was Ram Saday when he was o lnving man on mundane
carth.  Examples of condult and ¢haracter of spirits of other
Slasses will be deseribed hererfter With those who do not
helieve in the existence of a spint woild, 1T have no quarcl,
and 1 do not write for them, buat here is an example tae
veracity of which 1 am fully prepared to maintain, ’

Ram Saday’s Lfe reads like acromance. As long as this
ovtraordinary man lived in the mundane world as a mortal, he
nassed his days like a pious devotes and knew nothing else
«xcept beaevolence and godhness. When he  breatbed his
dast, he turned out 1o be avindictive ghost end a wonderful
ereature of the first water. e was all vengeance after his
death.  The following 15 the true and startling story of his
terrible vengeance, even the vengeance which he wreaked upon
one whom he hagl loved dearly like his son and who was fed
and'clolbed by him during his life-time.  The story is a great
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moral and spiritual lesson, for it teaches men in convincingly
<incere language to hate sin and to eschew iriquitics and to
remember the unassailable fact that sinpers can never and
nowhere escape without suffering the evil consequences of
their iniquitous acts and unrigbteous deeds. 1 hope the
precious spiritual lesson of this truthful story will not be lost
upon the young readers who feel inclined to trust in their own
powers, and reject God, Guru, elders and the Masters, at their
pleasure.

In Bonpash—Kamarpara, a large and ancrent village in
the District of Burdwan in Bengal, which is well known for
1s excellent hardwares and finest cutleries. there Ived a Hindn
centleman, Ram Saday  Karmakar by name, who became a
sulhonaire by purchasing some shares in a thrving trading
concern of lus time. is pious wife died cinldless, and as
he was a man of religious turn of mind, he was determined
not to marry for the second times Ram Saday expressed a
lesire to wind up his trading business and to rest content
with the handsome income which his properties yiclded at the
time. e began to pass his days like a holy ascetic.

About six months after the death of his wife, Ram Saduy
went to the house of his widowed sister who lived in a village
about four miles off from his house. His sister who had g¢nly
a son, Mahesh Chundej by name, was then struggling against
poverty and there was,no one in her small village to help her
in any way. Ram Saday asked her to sell the few acres of ,
land which she possessed and to come with her son at his
house to live with him, The woman consented and both the
mother and the son came to Ram Saday’s house in no time.
Ram Saday was, as I have already said, a very pious man and

B
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he loved his sister and nephew with all his heart and soul. In
fact, he left everything at their disposal.  He devoted his time
in prayer and public good. eMany of his hours werc spent in
divine contemplation.

On a certain auspicious day, Ram Saday gathered all the
principal men of the village at his house and solcminly declared
before them (of his own accord) that he would bequeath alt
his movable and immovalde propertics to his sister’s son
(Mabesh Chunder) on his death, but he would reserve the
proprictory right of the same to hiteselr tll his st monee.
during which time all the powers of @ proprictor should be
enercised by him or under his guidance.

Acouple of years henee, Ram Saday told his sisicr, nepiew,
friends and relatives that he had made up his mind o proc oé
to Puri in Onissa on a gilatimage Pud, which o otherwise
called Jagannath, is a larg: ancient and <acred aty of 2reat
relizions importance to the Hindoos. Tt contuas a very
ancient and cclebrated shrine wirich is visited by o large
concourse of Hindoos evers month, nay sl cvery day,
Some of the villagers of Ram Saday abso evpressod adosirg te
aceempany him to Puri to which he consented.

One morning, Rwn Saday and Yo men stated fion.
hamarpara and began to walk throudh the read. There was

¢ no railway communication at that time a~ fur as Puri and so the
pilatims had to travel on foot through the Old Grand "Trunk
Road which still caists in Bengal and Orissa.  The period
required by pilgrims for a joumney from kamarpara to P'uri
was over a month, and the journey was as tedious and expen
siye as it was dangerous and troublesome.
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There were small chuttees or shops at which the pilgrims
wsed to take rest and cook their meals. Rami Saday’s party
consisted of himself, his nephew (Mahesh), two priests, one
Brahmin cook, a couple of servants and twenty co-villagers,
Mahesh was a married man but he was very cunning and
avascious, His wife and mother did not accompany Ran
Sadwy. They were left at Kamarpara to look after Ram
Siday's houee. *

On the cleventh day, when the pilgiims were tuking rest
ata s wdtee, the wicked and ungiateful Mahesh retived to a
sty place and began to think thus within himsell: Tt is.
trur tht my maternal uncle (Ram Saday) has promised to
bequch all his properties to me on his death, but Heaven
kiows when this man will breathe his last.  He is a strong,
stoot and capitally healthy man, anfl morcover, he does not
know ~inor evil, and, thercfore, where is the certainty of
this mans death in a short time? I eannot expeet him to

doe Lefore T finish my youth, If Ram Saday continues
e Bye another tweaty years, 1 will then become uite an
J e mun and my youth will then vanisi. What is the use

oo omberiting another’s property in an old age -an agefn

2t the period of enjoyinent passcth away and the energies
al desires decline.  Iteis not good to sacrilice my youth
and beauty in poverty, Let me then kill my maternal
tnoe (Ram Saday) and  become absolute owner of his
Iioperties so that [ may enjoy them in my youth.

‘The wicked Mahesh at last made up his mind to take away
the Tife of Ram Saday by foul means. Aftar a few halts at
chutfees by the roadside, the pilgrims entered into aslarge
village and took rest at a ‘I'ravellers’ Home which was erected
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by a benevolent Hindoo Raja for the benefit of the pilgrims,
The wicked Mahesh now went to a shop-keeper and bought
a poisonous metal which he reduced to powder and nixed
with the meals which Ram Saday ate. In afew hours, Ram
Saday died and it was given out that he had died of Cholera.
No one, except Mahesh, could know anything of the real
cause of Ram Saday’s sudden dcath.  Mahesh never disclosed
his wicked intentions to any one, not even to his wife.
However, the dead body was properly cremated by the side
of the road and the pilgrims left for Puri.

When the men returned to Kamarpara, the hypocr\nc
Mahesh Chunder began to beat his breast, tear his hair, put on
sack cloth and weep most plaintively before the people of the
village. The villagers thought that Mahesh was so sever
shoked at Ram Saday’s death that he would commit suicide in
no time if not properly’ consoled, and the good people of
the village, headed by the High Priest, began to cheer him
up, and by and by Mahesh seemed to forget everything.

The szadk ceremony of the deceased Ram Saday had yet
to be performed, and therefore all necessary arrangements
for its performance, accordingeto Hindoo scriptures, wére
fifished and the ceremony was duly gone through. Next day
.about two hundred and fifty Brahmifls were invited, to take
their mid-day meals at the house of 9fahesh. The Brahmins
came and took their seats as usual, and when the eatables
were about to be distributed among them, the two large
store rooms in which they were kept in safe custody were
opened by the cooks. The rooms were locked up from
outside and the keys were with Mahesh himself. In one of
the rooms, two large and black dogs with a bitch were seen
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they fare. Does He hear what we say, if so, why does He
not listen to our most sincere prayers since Ile is alleged
to be good? If He is good, if He is all-loving, He ought to
listen to our prayers, since He has made us utterly helpless.

The result is religion is not a “durable quantity” nor is it
“progressive.”  On the other hand, we see that men are, day
by day, getting irreligious. Christianity is the religion of those
who rule the world. But though Christ is likened to a
lamb, his followers have fierce tiger’qualities which lead them
to lord it over their brethren, only because they are weak. The
Lord God Sree Krishna declares, in the Geeta, that He has to
send messias when it becomes necessary to prolong the lease
of life of religion. Indeed, if these messias had not come,
religion would have altogether ceased to exist by this time.

What happens is this. Messias come and give an
impetus to the religious feelings of then, and draw their minds
toward God. This impulse, imparted by them to human
minds, has the effect of making religion a living thing for
4 time and creating a large number of holy men, who, in
their turn, induce many of their fellows to follow in their
wake. Ctill, the religious feeling gets weakened day by day,
and, at last, it almost ceases to exert any influence upon the
human mind. Just see jhe present position of the Christians.
‘Their Master taught them to love their enemies and return
a kiss for a blow, but they care so little for the teachings of
Jesus Christ, that they lead hundreds of thousands of men
with maxim guns, each of which discharges one thousand
shots in a minute; and mow down their feltow-men with these
missiles. And why? It is to enslave them and gob them
of their possessions !
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There are also other reasons for, believing that this hanke'r-
ing is not an artificial one. A man, who is a sincere devotee,
be he a Christian or a Mussalman, a Hindu or a Buddhist, is
distinguished from his fellows by the beauty of his person,
by the grace of his movements, by the sweetness of his voice
and by the grandeur of his soul. His very sight is attractive,
Ins very presence is soothing and ennobling.

Experts say, that this hankering after God is a feeling
which ccmes to every one at on'e time of his life. Some
crush it, some cherish it. Some cherish it for a time, and
make progress, but ultimately yield to temptation. A few
cultivate the feeling and become saints or very mauoch like
them. If this attraction and revercnce for GGod were artificial,
people would have never left home, and everything they
hold dear, to be¢come hermits. In India, only 400 years ago,
men were divided into two classes, viz., house-holders and.
hermits, so great was the nurhber of the latter. [f this
iliakti (reverence) for God was an artificial feeling, how was it
that it had such irresistible power upon those minds affected
by it?

There is another reason, why religion does not shew such
progress as science does. People know not what would be
their fate after death. Some declare that John, after death,
would be born on earth again as James ; some say, that if John
dies, he would die for good. Indeed, no one knows, for cer-
tain, what is to be the fate of a man after his death. If men,
on death, are annihilated, there is no motive for the worship
of God. Even if there 1s re-birth or re-incarnation, still there
would remain no motive for a man to lead a religious life.
For, if John,* after death, is to be born as James, the effects.
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of his Karma would be efijoyed by, not himself, but another
being, namely, James. Why should then John cultivate his
religion for the benefit of James?

Thus, this uncertainty, about the destiny of man, had a
very bad effect upon the religious feeling of men. Men,
naturally pious or having a natural attraction for God,
would find no totive to commune with Him or worship Him.
Why would men bow down before God if ultimate anni
hilation were his destiny ?

Thus religion did not progress as science did.  Religion
was based upon faith and science on fact, naturally therefore,
science flourished and religion declined. Religion was thus
kept alive by spasmodic efforts, sometimes it would be kept
alive by saints, sometimes ‘by avatars or messias.

So the great object was to remave every uncertainty about
the existence of a spiritugl world, about the immortality
of the soul, about the re-union of loving hearts and cternal
progress of man.  What men now see is that their fellows, and
those whom they love, die and disappear for ever from the
face of the earth, so what they naturally feel is that they
are dead, dead for ever.

If there is a spirit-world, let us see how men would feel
after death. Take the example of ong who is an atheist and
dies without hope. He is naturally not 2 bad man, but he
had found no motive to be good, for he could neither believe
in a God nor in an after existence. It was the fear of prison
‘which kept him honest, as also his pride and perhaps bhis
natural inclinations. He was too proud to commit a mean or
dishonorable act. He had suffered much on earth. He
loved a woman, his wife, and this woman was snatched
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so far, they said that He was only, a saint. This latter par;y
was headed by the Raja of Krishnagore, who was the head
of educated Bengal. But the devotees of the Lord were
too many and powerful to be treated with contempt; so he
could not silence them by mere exercise of authority.

Thus the question was sought to be solved with the help of
spiritualism. A writing medium was brought and he sat with a
pen in hand for inspiration. He was entranced and then
the spirit who influenced him, was.asked to decide the point
whether the Lord was a mere saint or the Incarnation of
God. The message came. It is wellknown that Raja
Protapaditya, the King of Bengal, had his writing mediums to
consult when he found himself in difficulties. So, you see,
spiritualism was not discovered by the Fox Girls in {848,
it has existed from time immemorial. It was, in this
manner, that the services of medipms were utilized for the pur-
poses of settling knotty points, finding stolen or lost articles,
and the authors of great crimes, such as murders.

As for physical manifestations in India, seances in the dark
are not, as a rule, respected. The physical mediums had to per-
form their “miracles” in daylight and open field. ~Of ccurse,
they needed a cabinet as the physical mediums of the West
do now. But the Indian public did not allow a cabinet to
the higher necromancers. So no one appeared in public
as a great wonddr-worker, who could not do everything
in daylight and open fields. Yet they shewed wonders which
seem incredible even to those who have seen the great phy-
sical manifestations of Europe and America. How they
performed greater miracles than Homes and Baileys, will
appear from What Emperor Jehangire saw the Béngal necro-
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philosopher Kant.  England contribated some excellent me-
diums and investigators, as for instance, Home and Stainton
Moses as mediums, and Professor Crookes, the scientist, as
investigator.

While in 1848, the Fox girls were holding conversa-
tion with the denizens of the spirit-world by “rdps,”
‘Cahagnet, at the same time, was doing the same thing in
Jrance, with the help of a medium, called Adele. Thousands
flocked to examine the “pretensions” of the Fox Girls, but the
researches of Cahagnet were made known only to few
scientists, for reasons which will be explained presently. The
significant thing is that, what the Fox Girls were proclaiming

1 America, Adele was doing in France unknown to each
other.

It was the trance of Mrs. Piper that forced a great many
honest sceptics to accept spiritualigm. But what was Richard
Hodgson doing with Mrs. Piper, Cahagnet was doing with
his medium Adele, thirty years before. Adele was developed
into a clairvoyant by hypnotic passes. Cahagnet had no idea
[ invading the spiritual world through his subject, but the
spirits came and forced themselves into his attention. He
began to gather facts and witnesses to them, as Richard
Hodgson did in Ameri.ca latterly  We take the following case
from Alphonse (,ahagnets book, published in 1848, the same
year that spirits began to rap through the Fox girls :—

“M. Petiet asks (of the medium) for M. Jerome
Petiet. Adele sees a young man, about twenty-four or
twenty-six years of age (he was thirty), not so tall as his
brother now present ; auburn hair, rather long, open
forehead, arched and very pronounced eye-brows; brown
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’and rather sunken eyes ;, nose rather long, pretty well formed ;

complexion fresh, skin very white and delicate ; medium-
sized mouth, round ;:limpled chin. ‘He was weak in the
chest: he would have teen very strong had it not becn
for this. He wears a rough grey vest, buttons with a shank
and eye, such as are no longer worn. I do not think they
are brass ones, nor of the same stuff as the vest. They
don’t look to me very bright. His pantaloons are of .
dark colour and he wears low quartered shoes without any
instep.

““This man was of a stubborn disposition, selfish, without
any fine feelings, bad a sinister look, was not very commun-
cative, devoid of candour, and had but little affection fou
any one. He had suffered with his heart. His death was
natural, but sudden. He died of suffocation’ Adele chokes
as this man choked, and coughed as he did. She says tha
‘he must have had moxas or a plaster applied to his back,
and this accounts for the sore I see there. He had no
disease, however, in that part. The spine was sound. Those
who applied this remedy did not know the seat of the dis
ease, He holds himself badly. His back is round without
being humped.’

“M. Petiet finds nothing to alter in these details, which
are very exact, and confirm him in bhis belief that the appl:-
cation of this plaster, advised by a *man who was not a
doctor, brought on his brother’s death, which was almost
sudden.”

The above was signed by I‘etlet as “very exact.” Thus
as Mrs. Piper, when in trance, descnbed the spirits summoned
by their ‘friends and unknown to her, so‘did this Adele



WHY RELIGION IS NOT GROWING. 13

Maginot, the subject of Alphonse Cihagnet, and the descrip-
tions of the sensitive were certified to be correct by the
interested parties. Again we find :—

“M. du Potet [a well'known writer on Animal Mag-
netism] wishes to call up M. Dubois, a doctor, a friend
of his who had been dead about fifteen months.

“Adele said: ‘I see a grey-headed man, he has very little
hair on the front of his head; his forehead is bare and
prominent at the temples, making his head appear squarec.
He may be about sixty years of age. He has two wrinkles
on either side of his cheeks, a crease under his chin, making
it look double; he is short-necked and stumpy; has small
eyes, a thick nose, a rather large mouth, a flat chin, and
small thin hands. He does not ‘look to me quite so tall
as M. du Potet ; if he is not stouter, he is more broad-shoul-
dered. He wears a brown frogk-coat with side pockets.
I sce him draw a snuff-box out of one of them and take a
pinch. He has a very funny walk, he does not carry himself
well, and has weak legs; he must have suffered from them.
He has rather short trousers. Ah! he does not clean his
shoes every day, for they are covered with mud. Taking
it altogether, he is not well dressed. He has asthma, for
he Dbreathes with difficulty. I see, too, that he hasa swell-
mg in the abdomen, he has something to support it. L have
told him that it is M. du Potet who asked for him. He
talks to me of magnetism with incredible volubility; he *
talks of everything at once; he mixes everything up; I
cannot understand any of i#; it makes him sputter saliva.’

“M. du Pptet asks that the apparition may be asked why
he has not appeared to him before as he had promised? He
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answers: ‘Wait till I find out my whereabouts; I have
only just arrived, 1 am studying everything I see. I want
to tell you all about it when I appear, and I shall have
many things to tell you.’

““Which day did you promise me you would do so? ‘On
a Wednesday. Adele adds: ‘This man must be forget-
ful; I am sure that he was very absent-minded’ M. du
Potet asks farther: ‘When will you appear to me? ‘I
cannot fix the time; Ishall try to do so in six weeks.! ‘Ask
him if he was fond of the Jesuits. At this name he gives
such a leap in the air, stretching out his arms, and crying
‘The Jesuits, that Adele.draws back quickly, and is so
startled that she does not venture to speak to him again.

“M. du Potet declares that all these details are very ac-
curate, that he cannot alter a syllable.”

The above two cases will,shew that the French investigator
was doing exactly what Richard Hodgson did subsequently.
The latter experimented with Mrs. Piper, while in a state
of trance. Mrs, Piper, while in that state, was asked ques-
tions and she replied, and the record of these proceedings
were prepared with the greatest possible care. It was Prof.
William James who first brought Mrs. Piper to the notice
of the higher class of investigators. It happened in this
wise. His mother-in-law, that is, wife's mother, had been
told of Mrs. Piper and she paid her a visit out of curiosity.
. And the result was, she came back filled with wonder.
One of her daughters followed her and tested Mrs. Piper with
the same result. And, at last, Professor James was induced
t.oseethmgs for himself which he did w:th his wife. Of
course, Mts. Piper was never allowed to know who her
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It was not only as & physical medium that Home was
celebrated, but he also proved the identity of some of the
spirits who influenced him which thoroughly satisfied their
friends on earth. Thus : —

Mr. S. B. Brittan’s testimony.—‘“Home suddenly becomes
entranced ; says “Hannah Brittan is here,”—a relative long
since dead, and whose existence, as Mr. Brittan believes,
was not known to any one ‘in all that region” Home,
entranced, acts as thoughr a melancholic in terror of hell ;
Hannah Brittan ‘became insane from believing in the doc-
trine of endless punishment.””

Mrs. Senior’s evidence.-—“At their first meeting Mr.
Home describes Mr. Senior and adds, ‘You forgot to wind
his watch, and how miserable it made you! ‘Now this was
a fact known to no living being but myself. 1 had wound
the watch the night I losf my husband and resolved never
to let it go down again. I forgot to wind it one night, and
my agony was great when I discovered it in the morning,
but I never mentioned it even to my husband's sister, who
was in the house with me.’ Home also mentions ‘Mary,’
Mr. Senior’s mother.”

Mr. B. Coleman’s - evidence.-—*‘At his first seance messages
are given by raps as from his aunts Klizabeth and Hannah.
‘I did not recognise the names. I ha& never known of any

sought 1o Dbe thus discredited by Dr. Carpentor. Ile said that *‘a
single honest sceptic declares that he did not see Mr. Home move from
the chair, but was sitting there,” Now this single honest critic was Captain
Wynne, and he wrote a letter supporting the statement of Lords Lindsay
and Adare. It is, in this manner, some scientists are prepared to
descend to any misrepresentation to discredit facts which they cannot
explain by their science,
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aunts of those names,” but he learns that sisters of his father,
thus named, died before he was born.”

Mrs. S.C. Hall’s testimony.—*Raps from deceased Madame
{lome to Mr. Durham, sculptor, saying, ‘Thanks for your
-arly morning labour; I have often been near you.’ M.
Durham had been rising early to work at a bust of Madame
Home intended as a present to Mr. Home; ‘this fact was
sot even known in his own household.’””

Mrs. Hennings’ testimony.-—“Home says, ‘George is here’
~nephew of Mrs. Hennings, receftly deceased; mentions
wccident from bite of dog when a boy at Dulwich—correct.
Onc of us has seen Mrs. Hennings, who, although very old,
.ctains a singularly bright intelligénce. She confirmed this
statement, and added several details. '

“Mrs. Hennings testimony. Home speaks in trance as
‘‘om her father. ‘I'he night before her father passed away
you played whist with him,” soak details, and explanations
‘o provisions of will.  ‘Mr. Ilome had never seen my father,
vor heard anything about him ; and most wonderful to me
was this detail of such long-past events, known only to
Lysell.””

Lord Lindsay’s testimony.——‘Lord Lindsay misses train
«t Norwood, sleeps on sofa in Home’s room ; sees female
‘wure standing near Home’s bed, which fades away; re-
cugnises face among sother photographs next morning, it
was lome's deceased wife. Lord Adare and two others, in
Lord Adare’s rooms, see (February 1869) a shadowy figure
1esembling this form, but cahnot distinguish features.”

Mrs. Peck’s testimony.—“By permission I put several
mental questionsy each of which was promptly and correctly

B
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answered, with the full nathes of freinds and relatives deceased,
and circumstances which could not have been known to
any of those present; all, as I have stated, having been pre-
vious to the past twenty-four hours strangers to me.” (Mrs
Peck was an American, staying at a hotel in Geneva.)

Mrs Peck’s testimony.—*“Home, entranced, says: ‘There
is a portrait of 4/s mother” ‘I made no reply; but my
thought was, *“ ‘Thereis #o portrait of her.”’ Home insists
that there is, ‘with an qpen Bible upon her knee.’ There
was, in fact, a daguerreotype thirty years old, which Mrs. peck
had forgotten, in attitude described—with indistinct book on
knee, which was, in fact, a Bible.”

We now come to William Stainton Moses whose varied
and marvellous gifts, as & medium, entitle him to the gratitude
of mankind. As a physical medium, he had scarcely a
superior ; as a trance medium ditto, and add to this that
he was an M. A. of Oxford. He was an orthodox Christian,
but his experience led him to give up orthodoxy and to
treat other faiths with greater liberality than before, which

proves his sincerity.* He was not a professional medium,
he had ardent faith in spiritualism and believed that the
spread cf spiritualism was the most important work of men,
and he was destined to prove one of the chief instruments
for the purpose of spreading this ennobling and comforting
philosophy. We said that his gifts were varied but what
made his mediumship more significant and useful is the way
spirits identified themselves through his mediumship. His
book “Spirit Identity” is a most valuable contribution to
spiritualism.

* How can one support orthodox <hristianity, who finds, in holding
converse with spirits, that good men, though “heathens,” were treated with
more consideration in the spirit world, than bad wen who professed
Christianity ?



MODERN HISTORY OF ANIMAL MAG-
NETISM AND HYPNOTISM.
III

$oX):
How 10 HvpNoOTISE.

Lt us begin with a glossary of terms used or likely to be
used in connection with this subject.

flvpnosis—is the state into which the subjects are thrown
dunng the experiment.

Hypnotism—is not the nameqof the state itself but of the
whole science which deals with the phenomena of this state.

Hypnotic—is the person or subject in the hypnotic state.

A Hypnotist—is a man who hypnotises for scientific

purposes.

A Hypnotiser—is a man who makes hypnotism a pro-
fession,

Suggestion—means | the prompting or persuasion—the
different commands hich are given to the subjects during

the experiments.
To Suggest—means the giving of these hints or promptings.

Methods of snducing KHypnotism—There are several me-

thods of inducing, Hypnosis.» .
All admit of (1) a mental method and (2) a physical

method.
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The Menta! Methods induce hypnosis by giving a parti-
cular direction to the subject’s imagination either by concen-
trating the attention upon an arbitrary point, or by raising
an image of the hypnotic state in the subject’s mind. The
latter is most easily done by speech. The hypnotic state 15
occasionally induced by the mere sight of others in that
condition (here by imitation) as well as by speech.

The recollection cf earlier hypnoses has the same effect .
upon this fact depends the induction of hypnosis by means
of letters, or the telephone.

Besides the two methods mentioned above there is a third
one which we might call the combined method.

Auto-hypnosis or self-hypnosis is possible when the idea
of the hypnosis is not aroused by another person but the
subject generates the image himself. This can only happen
by an act of will.

Induction of Hypnosis by Physical Methods. The physical
methods of hypnosis consist of certain stimuli of sight,
hearing and touch. Taste and smell have been rarely tried
and have generally given negative results.

The best method is called the method of Braid. By
this method the hypnosis is causcd by a fixed gace at some
object or other.

The Mesmeric or Hypnotic state' is usually induced,
according to Braid, by causing the persoﬁ' operated on to stare
fixedly at a faceted or glittering piece of glass held at a
distance from the eyes above the forehead in such a position
as will strain the eyes and thegeyelids. The operator may
take his stand behind the patient and it will Lbe for him to
observe that the pupils are contracted from the effort of
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accommodation of each eye for near vision on the object.
‘The result will be, the pupils will begin to relax and then
the operator will have to make a few “passes” over the face
of the subject without touching it. The eyelids will then close
of themselves or the operator may gently close them with
the tips of his fingers, very gently stroking the cheeks;
often there will be observed a vibratory motion of the eyelids
when they are closed or a slight spasm of the eyelids. The eyes
way become afterwards widely open. The patient will be
now in a sleep-like-condition and the limbs often remain in
almost any posttion in which the operator may place them.
‘The patient may now be caused to make movements in
obedience to the commands of the operator and to act accord-
mg to ideas suggested to him.” He may eat a potato
apparently under the impression that it is an apple; a glass
of water may be presented td him as castor-oil and he will
make wry faces; he may ride on a chair or a stool as in a
horse-race ; he will fight with imaginary enemies or manifest
tokens of affection to imaginacy friends ; all kinds of actions,
even of a ridiculous nature, may be done by the patient
al the command of the operator. Stiffness or rigidity of
certain muscles or groups of muscles or even of the whole
body may be prodyced on suggestion. Either in the prone
or supine conditiog the forearm may become rigid on strok-
ing ; the knee may be strongly bent with the muscles in a
state of spasm; the muscles of the trunk may become so
ngid as to allow the bedy to rest like a log and when placed
with head and heels on twb chairs, indeed the subject may be
so stiff and rigid as to bear the weight of the opgrator sitting
upon it and by a few passes of the hands various cataleptic
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conditions may be induced and as readily removed. Many
disorders of sensations may be produced such as colour
perception, the hearing of special sounds having no objective
existence or deafness to certain tones or perverted sensations,
such as tingling, pricking, rubbing etc. The patient may be
kept in this condition for an hour or more and may then he
roused by blowing gently into the eyes. The patient has
usually a vague recollection like that of a disturbed dream
but sometimes there is an acute remembrance of all that
has happened and the pfatient may feel pain at having been
compelled to do ridiculous actions.

Certain persons are more readily hypnotised than others
and, once the conditions have been succesfully induced, 1t
can be more easily induged at the second time, a third time
more easily than a second and so on until the patient may
be so pliant to the will of the operator that a fixed look ur
a mere wave of the hand'may throw him at once into that
condition. These are the general facts in hypnotism artifi
cially induced and belong to the same class as those referred
to Animal Magnetism, Electro Biological effects, Odylic
fluences etc., according to the whim or the theory of the
‘operator.

Where then is the wonder that such phenomena have
been the cause of much speculation and basis of many supers-
titions ; some have supposed that they were supernatural,
others that they indicated the existence of a specific force
exerted by the operator upon the passive subject. Many
have no doubt believed that thg force was inherent in them
which have more likely made them successful. Most of
these phenomena can be explained physiologically and those
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which cannot be so accounted for will remain hidden until
we get further light on the physiology of the nervous system.
Since mental processes directly correspond with certain
processes of the nervous system and those more specially
of brain, we pass on to the consideration of the sensorium or
the organ which receives the impression made on the senses.
By the sensorium is meant that portion of the nervous
cystem which receives impulses from the nerves coming
from the organs of sense, such as those from the eye, ear,
nose, tongue and skin. The cedtral nervous system, being
in intimate connection with the rest of the nervous system,
receives the messages brought by each of these nerves.  This
message may possibly arouse nervous actions associated with
consciousness or it may nof, or the nervous actions of con:
sciousness may be so transient as to leave a faint impression
on the memory, so that a revival of the impressions may take
place if no great interval has klapsed, since the impression
was made on the sense organ. If the impression be vivid,
then it may be revived long afterwards. This impression
may be consciously perceived, and then any apparent effect
.may end; but it may set up a set of actions resulting in
motion apparently of a reflex character. Let us fancy a
person in the dark; light is suddenly brought before the
eye affecting the retina and, through the changes in it, the
optic nerve and cemtral organ; there may be consciousness
or there may not; if the person be wide awake he will
see the light, if he be asleep he will not see it, at all events
he will give no indicatfon of seeing it ; on awaking he may
have a recollection of a’dream in which light hasa place
or his memory may be a blank; but nevertheless the light
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will cause the pupil of the eye to contract by reflex action
without his being conscious of it; and perhaps, without
consciousness, the sleeping person may make an effort to
avoid the light, as has been noticed in the case of somnam
bulists.

Now, when a patient has been thrown into a weak hypno
tic state, there may be a vivid recollection on awaking of
all that happened during the apparent sleep. This implice
that conscious sensory perceptions touk place during the
condition. Memory depends on the direction of the atten
tion to sensations; if the effort of the attention be strong,
the recollection will probably be vivid and the converse i
true. Thus sensory perceptions may come and go without
any attempts at fixing them; and consequently with no
recollection following their occurrence ; a sensory perceptiorn
may have existed for so Ghort a time as to leave no impres-
behind. This may explain how it is that in the deeper state
of hypnosis there is either no recollection of what occurred
or the recollection can only be aroused by hints and leading
questions.  Attention is necessary therefore to form a con
scious idea arising out of a sensation.

Physiologists assert that the cerebral hemispheres ar.
the seat of higher mental operation,such as attention etc,
although the interdependence of thase hemispheres with
the lower sensory ganglia on the one.hand and with motor
ganglia on the other is not understood. The one portion
of the nervous system may workewithout the other. A man
in a reverie may have many impkessions of sight rr of sound
of which he had been really unconscious, on the other hand,
the cerebral apparatus may be so attuned with the recepient
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portion that if the latter receives the message the former
sympathetically responds. For instance, a mother, sound
asleep, is disturbed by the slightest cry of her child, although
loud sounds of other kinds may not awaken her.

It would thus appear that impressions on the senses and
the consciousness of impressions are two separate states
which may occur in a manner independently; that is to
say, there may be purely sensory operations in which con-
sciousness is not involved, or taer@ may be the conscious repe-
ution of old impressions, or what is called memory. Now it
is a law of nervous action that processes which at first are
always of a conscious kind may, by repetition, become so
habitual as to be performed without consciousness. Thus
we learn to perform a piece of music by conscious efforts
often of a painful kind. By and by the music may be per-
formed accurately even while she attention is directed to
something else. In like manner, all movements which are
the result of sensory impressions may become unconscious
movements, A familiar illustration is that of a man in deep
reverie walking along a street, immersed in thought ; he pays
little or no attention to passers-by; as his eyes are opened
his visual apparatus is affected with their images or those
of adjacent objects,, but they arouse no conscious impression
although those evangscent impressions are sufficient to excite
the appropriate movements of locnmotion.

These movements are in all respects like voluntary move-
ments, but they are not really voluntary, showing that the
nervous system may efecute movements like voluntary
movements without volition. It is to be obseryed however
that thesc movements are the results of sensory impressions.
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A hypnotised person may be regarded as in a condition
in which the part of the nervous apparatus assocciated with
conscious perception is thrown out of gear, without pre-
venting the kind of movements which would result weie
it really in action. Impressions are made on the sensory
organs; the sensory nerves convey the impressions to a
part of the brain; in the deepest condition of hypnoticm
these impressions may not arouse any consciousness, but the
result may be the kind of movement which would naturally
follow, as if the person had been conscious. The movements
made by the hypnotics are chiefly those of an imitative kind.
It has often been noticed that the mere suggestions of the
movements may not be eno'ugh to excite them and the move-
ments must be made before the eyes of the person. If the
operator clinches his fist the patient at once clinches his
if the operator blows his nose the patient does likewise.

'The condition seems t§ be one in which the sensory
impression leads to no conscious perception and to no
voluntary movement, but is quite sufficient to arouse the
nervous and muscular mechanism which lead to unconscious
imitation. The patient is, in a sense, an automaton played
upon by the operator through the medium of the patient’s sen
sory organs. It is important to observe that in deep hypnotism
the patient has no idea corresponding to the movements
he make in obedience to the operatore For example, the
patient is made to swallow a glass of water and the operator
tells him, it is castor-oil at the same time making the re-
quisite grimaces, the patient will imitate these grimaces
without having any idea either of ‘water or of castor-oil. The
grimaces are purely imitative without any tonnection with
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vody being unfit for use, she will waiv for you in the world
of spirit, till your time will also come for shuffling off of the
mortal coil.

We have shown it, several times, in this Magazine, that
the re-birth theory is not a purely Hindu theory at all, it was
afterwards incorporated with it from Buddhism. It is in-
cumbent on every Hindu to perfom s7adk ceremonies. We
lind that, though nowadays several ceremonies observed in
olden days have been discontinued by the more reformed and
enlightened section of Hindu society, the s»ai ceremonies
are obscrved with the same zeal as before. Dut what is a
wradk ceremony ? It is to perform.certain rites for the pur-
pose of recalling to mind our fore-fathers of old who were dead
and gone scveral hundred years ago and to give them food and
drink and piuda in the shape of oblations to their manes. It
15 enjoined on every Hindu to per(orm this sraJdi  ceremony
cvery year. If the Hindus had firm faith in the re-birth
theory, they would not have invented this excellent process by
which our love for those who were related with us by family
tes is nourished. One of the mantrams used daring a srad/
runs thus, “Oh, my forcfathers, who have now assumed a
shining form, (hcre some names arc mentioned taken
from the geneological tree of the family), but who are still
connected by ties of*love, do kindly condescend to accept
these humble offerinks from this humble member of your
family. May your soul rest in peace in Heaven.” What is
therefore the necessity of recalling to mind those people, once a
year, whom we never saw, it we are certain that they had again
been born in this earth where we know not? On the other
hang, it shows that our forefathers, according to Hindu Shastras
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ap with light brushwood for several inches, but not so as
to prevent her rising had she been so minded. The atten-
dants then began to fasten her down with long bamboos.
This [ immediately prohibited and they desisted unwillingly
but without any show of anger. Her son, a man of about
30, was now called upon to light the pile.

“It was one of those frequent cases in which the husband’s
death had occurred too far off for the body to be brought
to the pile, and instead of it a part of his clothing had been
'aid thereon by the widow’s side. A great deal of powdered
cesin and, I think, some ‘ghee’ had been thrown upon the
wood which first gave a dense smoke and then burst into
a flame.  Until the flames drove me back I stood near enough
to touch the pile, but I heard ne sound and saw no motion,
<xcept one gentle upheaving of the brushwood over the
body, after which all was Stlll The son who had lighted
the pile remained near it until it was full combustion, and
then, rushing up the bank, threw himself on the ground 'n
a paroxysm of grief. So ended the last Sw/fee that was
‘awfully celebrated in the district of Hooghly and perhaps
in Bengal ”

It may be noted here, cx passant, that the burning on
2 funeral pile was selected as the means of death of a Sutte,
when the dead body of her husband was not near, because
the Hindus believed that, by burning, the material body
was reduced to smoke and no traces of it remained on earth,
<o the soul was completely freed from matter. When the
dead body of her husban& was near, the Swflee, of course,
burnt herself on the funeral pilc of the former. Indeed, so
great was the apprehens:on of a Hindu to avold being an

C
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earth-bound,—and sureiy not to avoid a re-birth,—that h:
always considered it a misfortune to harp on any worldly
idca or object at the time of death.

Not unoften, however, some of the Theosophists, like tl:.
village pedagogue of Goldsmith, are found to argue ever
if they are vanquished. It is they who assert that it is not
necessary that a man would, just after his death, be re-bo
on this earth. This re-birth, they say, may take plac.
hundreds of years aftet. To answer this, we have to mak
some preliminary observations. It is certain, that the world
we go to, after death, is much finer than this world of gros
matter. Tt is now admitted on all hands that, we do nc
lose our identity on our death, but are born in the land o
the spirit as the same man with only a finer body. Aft:
death we come across those of our relations who have gone
hefore and who greee us with the same ardent love as the
used to do while on this earth. When we begin to associt-
with them in the new world, our old love for them, now
completely freed from our worldly interests and selfish cov
siderations, no doubt overflows our heart and grows in i
tensity as time rolls on. And, as man is progressive, w.
no doubt, go on making spiritual progress, by vast strides”
we having no more connections with matter, while we remai
in the spirit world. o

Now suppose, after our experiences, as stated above, and
atterpts to better our condition by spiritual progress, %t

are once more thrust into thi¢ old world of ours, say, afict
. -

* It is however not true in all cases, specially in the case of earl
bounds, who often take hundreds of years to make the slightest pi-
gress.
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tive hundred years. What would hap'pen then? Sutely, all
our progress made in the spiritual world will go for nothing,
il we have once more to mix ourselves with gross matter.
[t we had got back our dear ones, after death, whom we had
aiven up for lost for ever and were overjoyed with having the
opportunity of loving them, and mixing with them freely
ft o« space of five hundred years, we would not have
anything to do with them any more. All our connections
with them will now be ruthlessly tut off for ever, we being
uansformed into different persons, having lost all remem-
brances of our previous lives, connections and the heap of
accumulated knowledge. Does it not appear rather silly and
the wuys of God frivolous and capricious ?

We know from our common experiences and actual ex-
peniments, that earth-bounds, after they have been able to
nahe some spiritual progress, arespermitted not to have any
more connections with this world but to attain a higher life.
We have seen how Katie King, a beautiful girl of a very
runcte period, materialized herself and, at the request of
Professor Crookes, lived with him for three years almost as a
lomily member. She said, at the time of bidding farewell
to the well-known professor, that her time was up, she had al-
ieady had enough of thjs world and that she should not have
any more connections With it. The professor and his family
members were utterly disconsolate at this, though the former
Was convinced that this separation was only of a temporary
haracter and though Katie King repeatedly assured him
that she would positively medt him again as soon as he died.
We have also seen, in this Magazine, how a Hindu girl
Waterialized herself and tended her younger brother, during
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his illness, for more than a month and she only disappeaied
‘when she found that her parents had objected to her frequent
visits and she herself had made some spiritual propres.
When we find that earth-bounds, by slow degrees, begn 1
lose all connections with this world, how can we concen:
that spirits, with their five hundred years’ accumulated spiritual
progress, may be thrust back to this world of gross matter?

So it is quite evjdent that Theosophists are wrongm
supposing that there is such a thing as re-birth to this world, »
a form mentioned above,* but that it is found, after actu.’
investigation, that man, after death, remains the same w
dividual with all his ideas and impressions accumulatu
in his mind and acquired after considerable toil, and th:
he leads an eternal life of spiritual progress in the spintu
world. If any body would now say, “No, the re-birth theu
is true, and men, after death, do not take their birth -
this world but in a world which is still higher and fi
than the spirit world,” we will have no morec objectit
For, if such a thing really happens, we will probably 1
lose our identity by going there, as we do it not when we o't
the spirit world. Secondly, we will not lose all the acqui
ideas and experiences, and thirdly, we will not losc tio
with whom we have formed connections and whom we b
for they too would be carried to’ our place, that is, ‘i
third or the fourth world, in their own time, We i
however, say, that it is evidently premature to calculate wh
would happen thousands of ygérs hence.

" Re-birth may be possible in the case of still-born children
childreh who have none to take care of in the spirit-world,



SPIRIT SOLVES HIS MYSTERIOUS]|
DEATH,
(X}

1 ~exn, for the readers of the Hindw Spiritual Magazine, a
case of spiritual manifestation that occurred in my family
about 8o years ago. The witnesses, who could have sworn
to the truth of the manifestation, are all dead now. The party
concerned were my relatives, as well as those of Babu Ananda
Chandra Roy, the well.known pleader of Dacca. The
occurrence took place 15 years or so before my birth, [
am now in my 65th year.

Kristo Kumar Roy was a Dewan of an Indigo Factory
of the Megna Concern of J. P. Wise, Indigo planter of Dacca.
His son, Radha Nath and his cousin, Kali Kant Roy, were
scnt home to Kunorgao (near Japsa) in a boat belonging to
vue: Bissa Manji, a great favorite of the said Kristo Kumar
Ruy. Kali Kant Roy was also an assistant Dewan in one of
the small factories of the Megna Concern. He had amassed
shout Rs. 500, in those days considered to be a very large sum,
4ad was taking it home Within a pillow, without the knowledge
of his cousin, who was then at the head of the joint family.
Bissa Manji who had carried the pillow felt it heavy and
made out its contents to b'e, money, though, in Bissa’s.
bresence, Kali Kant denied all knowledge of there bemg any
Mmoney with him.
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Kumar Roy started for home and, on.his way, he passed by’
the cZuer where his son and cousin with the servant were done
to death.

The neat day of his arrival at home, Kristo Kumar Roy’s
>nd wife had gone to pay her respects to the family God,
when she was suddenly seized with a fit and people all
vathered round her. It was soon discovered that she was
possessed by a spirit.  On being questioned who it was, the
spirit replied and said that he was Kali Kant Roy’s spint.
He then narrated how he, his néphew, his servant and the
Mulla (the oarsman) were killed by Bissa and where and for
what purpose. The whole account was related in a manner
and with such perfect details as to Jeave no doubt as to the
statements being made actually by the spirit of Kali Kant
Ruy.  The members of the house were naturally very much
sorry to leamn off the sad end of two of their family men, whose
whereabouts they had no knowledge of for a full year.
‘They now wanted to know where Bissa could be found 1n
mder to bring him to justice. But the spirit, on no account,
would mention where he bad concealed himself. He simply
said that Bissa would not be found and would not be brought
(6 justice. He further said that with the exception of the
Mussalman Mulla who took the name of Alla (God) at
the time of death, they had all become earth-bounds and
that unless Pinde were given at Gya, there would be no
redemption of their souls. Kristo Kumar Roy, thereupnn,
sent his eldest brother, Nundo Kumar Roy, and his sister-in-
law to Gya, to perform the necessary rites which being
observed under prescribed riles, nothing further was heard of
them,
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_But the matter did not end there. The spirit of the ser-
vant now appeared on the scene. He also wanted that Pinde
should be offered in Gya on his behalf too. But the parents
of the servant having declined to undergo the expenses of
a journey to Gya, the matter was ultimately given up. The
spirit, however, would not hear this. He was considerably
irritated and said that he had met with his death while working
for his masters; it was therefore just and proper that the
espenses of the Pinda should be borne by the latter’s family.
Besides his parents were very poor and had not the means to
meet so heavy expenses, ‘The spirit latterly became furious
and gave considerable trouble to the medium. He also
tnreatened to kill Hurkissore if Nundo Kumar Roy would
not go to Gva a sccond time and offer the necessary
fénda. There was thus no help but to act up according to hi»
wishes, which being done, the servant’s spirit was propitiated.

Nothing bas been heard of them since. [ have heard the
story from the mouth of the mother of Radha Kant Roy
and my own grand mother, the sister of Kristo Kumar
Roy, who saw everything with their own eyes. Both of them
would shed tears in the recital of the story, It draws tears
from my eyes every time I mention it to my friends. The
case is an authentic one. You can refer it to Babu Anandu
Chundra Roy if you doubt its truth. : .

Haris Cuanbrs Baccwy,
Vakil, Debrugarh, (Assam).
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when I was away to the Westward. You have been kind
lady, to let me try. If I only could get hold of this or any
other hand, I would so rejoice. I would live over th»
past—live it to a purpose; make them know I live. My
father is Samuel Bowles. We have a long line. Yes., my son,
too ; but what does it all amount to; the name, the glitter
the sounding words, beside one woman’s tears? And Henn
poor Henry (Henry Alexander of Springfield, Mass.). There-
room for his body in .‘he dear old lot, until of late so empty
it seems.

“Strange do my thoughts go off your fingers. I haw:
been looking, trying to catch the subtle something that mak: -
it possible. I shall work. Madam, allow me to do m:
work through you. Yes, I have been to the “Banner” off::
(“Banner of Light,” Boston, Mass.). I couldn’t make my~:"
plain, though you will not“be sorry. They say I have dov
well for the first time.

“Samuel Bowles.”

Mrs. Twing placed this message among her home pape:
and gave it no further thought. At that time she had nev
visited Springfield, and knew nothing of Samuel Bow!:
She had no thought of being used to write a book, and v.\»
proceeding with her usual work, when, on the 24th of S
tember, while engaged, as she supposed, in writing a messi3:
for one of the members of the Star Publishing Company.
she discovered she was writing another message “from Samu-
Bowles,” urging that she take up the work. “The su:
gestion was made,” says Mrs, Tying, “that perhaps Mr. Bowle:
might be willing to write the proposed hook during my st3y
in Springfield.” Mr. Bowles replied in the following messa3®
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THE SECOND MESSAGE.

“Yes, most certainly, I would like to write a clear, concise,
and decided statement of what has been my experience here.
I can well understand the discussion and ridicule this would
sur up, but there I seldom faltered in any act I thought
was right, and with the perfect knowledge that earth life
i> not a farce, beginning and ending there, I feel like saying
to the whole world that which, even if they did not believe,
would leave its impress and help them a little to cast off
the fetters of creeds, and show ‘them that the FEternal
Punciple of life is really cxistent over here. I would also like
to show the workers in the political field that change of
hody cannot take away the deep interest in the old republic.
[ should like to demonstrate the fact, as far as I can, that
the furce of habit and education over there, clings to us.
Linagine senators and congressmen, dropping out of that field
suddenly, and turning on the Instant to psalm singing and
husatmas ! They would make the poorest kind of work at
i, and not one of them taken over during this campaign
but what would have the same interest in the November
tesults, as though he had stood on the shores of time. While
il Moody should come, he might enter right into the singing.
Why cannot people see that it is not the flesh that thinks,
and that the thougift principle has only changed bodies,
and is the same3 f$Vhat would be heaven for one, is the
pourest kind of heaven for another. Therefore, those who
praise should feel more thankful to know that Eternal
Wisdom has in spirit, as in"earth life, made all things with
thoughtfulness of the variety that different souls would require
to help fill the measure of their happiness.”
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kinder than life, for ev:ery thought of beauty or power shall
find its way back as though written in letters of fire.
Therefore, brother, rest; but only to begin again with re-
doubled power.’

“Almost unconsciously during this conversation had I
been guided and helped into a room which had all the luxury,
all the beauty, of our rooms in earth life; and each article
was just as tangible to me as the articles in the old life. 1
looked at my hands and #Aw hands like the old ones, only
every trace of age had passed away. I felt of my body
and found I was the same man, clothed as a man, with no
difference, only the look of youth. Then again I thought
of the old body, and as by magic I could see down an
inclined plane in the room where 1 lay, and I saw those who
were performing the last sad offices.

“I was ccntent then, though I knew my loved ones wept
1 could see an end to their weeping. I felt a pity for
them, yet joy mingled in the cup, for with the clogs of earth
life out of my way, with the strife all passed, a new ambition
came to me, to be known yet in the old life; to do &«
work that should find its way if possible, even to the heat
of a nation begun in purity, but made corrupt through
greed of men; and I gloried that death was life, and a Ie
that no circumstance or change could bla: out.

“ think 1 rested then; for a while all was a blank .
but when I came back to myself, such a glorious view it
sented itself to me. I was not expecting to see the throne
-of God, but I saw Nature as nevér before ; lofty mountain®,
winding rivers, lovely valleys where the gteen foliage made
.an arch ‘overhead and left shaded walks; lakes, with many
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a little boat, filled with pleasure parties; cottages, nestled
down among green trees; mansions, that contained souls
who had come up through great tribulation ; pavilions, beauti-
fully decorated, made with open sides, where there is often a
muititude of eager spirits, listening to words that come
from the hearts of men and women who have learned their
lessons in earth life and have risen through sorrow, but here
have their place as teachers. All was peaceful: brotherly
love was one of the conditions prevailing everywhere, as 1 saw
it. I feel even now lost in won‘her, when T rcalize that
spirit life is so closely allied to earth life ; that the hcaven
I had dreamed of is only your natural world intensified ;
+hat Nature without blemish exists for every soul; that per
sonal life is so important that infinite wisdom has provided for
U eternally ; that once a man or woman realizes an existence,
they go on forever.

’

“In my future papers I shall try to show the relations of
the two worlds, the advantage gained from entering here ripe,
‘nstead of in childhood ; the effect of war and bloodshed ;
the efforts of the spirit world to prevent great accidents, and
1s efficient work when they do occur ; our manner of living ;
the food needed; what our sleep is like, etc,, and most
of all, the efforts of the spiritual congress to overcome the
cffect of the blunder} made in the earthly one.

' “Samuel Bowles.”

“Mr. Bowris Fixps HE Hap A WroNG Inka oF HEAVEN.

The third paper gives an alleged description of heaven,
tells how spirits rest, and how household duties are performed
. U
without manual labor. We quote :
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Hreavey Has No Seasons, No Nicuis.

“I'he days here are like unto your days therc; but no
night follows. Still, to every soul there comes at times
something like a silvery mist that is soothing and means rest.
[t comes when the spuit-brain is tired and lifc begns to
assumie the weary feeling of the old life.  Yet how gicat is the
wisdom that causes these periods of rest as they ate needed ;
tar with the precision of the most perfect military encamp
ment each takes his stand guarding those in earth-lifc.  Chis
purlect order does not distress, and those who have been
disciplined to it never rebel. We do not count tinie here.
Heaven has no spring or gloomy November. Gradually,
us is needed, our foliage drops, but in the old going down
there s always the bud left *for the new. Flowers that
giow spontaneously, let the old stalks wither, and out from the
roots come the new. »

seirirts Ger e Bexerrr o Qur Foon,

“The duties of the houschold, that in carth-life cause
such hard work and aching feet, are performed without 1wuch
manual labor in a way to satisfy cvery want.  Lverything
moves with regularity, ‘Lhere is no clashing in a well-develop
ed household here. The sympathy between the two worlds
15 50 great that when you are supplying your bodily wants
by cooking, welget the spirit of the food which rises, and
it is utilized by us and as our appetites are, such food do
we attract to us. I hope I may be understood in this, for
I have seen gluttons m earth-life who shrank from death
because they feared they avould have nothing to eat.

* How Seirits ARE CLOTHED. \
“I have told you heaven is work, but still no,busy hands
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are making our wardrobe ; nostired ones cleanse them. ‘Do
we always wear the same clothing? is often asked. 1 will
answer, no; for, as the soul grows, as its capacities for good
enlarge, our raiment grows brighter. It changes in texture,
and assumes beauties before unknown. Dress in your hie
depends on the state of the pocket; here, on the state of
the soul. ‘Therefore it is not strange to us to see a spint
clothed in the plainest garb, while even then the old body
is being arrayed in the finest of satin. On the other hand,
I have seen spirits here so gorgeously clothed that they looked
like white glittering forms. 1 have no words to describe
the texture or its manufacture, for it comes just as naturally
as the spirit body, and as I said, the increase in beauty
of body is in proportion to the increase of soul-worth. The
manner and fashion of dressing, as in earth-life, we leave
entirely behind, save when we wi‘sh to appear to our friends in
a natural way; then, from the elements we can extrac
from the clothing of those around, we are taught to clothe
ourselves for the time being. Also, in appearing to the
clairvoyant’s vision we are instructed to appear, if possible,
in garbs that have a resemblance to what we wore there, the
more readily to be recognized by our friends.”
THr MepIuM ASKS QUESTIONS.

(Ques.—What is your house made of, and who made 1t ?

Ans.—You ask what is my house made'6f& To a mind
surrounded by the material, this is very hard to make plain.
For ages on the earth plane there have been mansions built
and houses of less pretentious appegfance, but after doing
good service there, they rot and crumble away. The cause of
this decay js ‘because the subtle essence which held the
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material together has departed, and, as matter is ever existent,
the finest part, instead of settling into the earth, must rise.
Therefore, that essence, as well as that which comes fiom
buildings destroyed by fire, is fashioned, not by hands, but
by the All-Creative Power, into our homes. And thus are
homes made which cannot fail in their infinitc variety to
please the most critical taste. No spirit, in a material sense,
builds his home; still, as the spirit expands, and his love
for the beautiful is increaseds,the home he lives in will
assume more beauty and be capable of changes, until the
spirit passes to a higher sphere.
SPIRIT GRASS AND' SPIRIT FLOWERS.

Ques.—You spoke of green grass. What is it made of,
and does it go to seed ?

Ans.—VYes, 1 spoke of green grass; but when you wish

me to tell of what it is made,s as with every other spiritual
element, you give me a question I cannot answer. If 1
asked you what your grass is made of, you would name the
different properties existing while I should have to say that
our grass consists of the spirit of the properties of earthly
grass, Qur grass is subject to changes. In some insfances
T have seen it present the appearance of going to seed. But
that was not in cqntact with our homes, as it is the will
of the owner that all should be most beautiful here. Our
tastes are much the same as in earthlife, but we work
more with our will power than with our hands.

Ques.—You spoke, of cool shade trees, Do you have
hot and cold weather thére ?

Ans.—I “spoke of the cool shade, not so much because
there is exceeding heat to flee from, as that the grgen shade is
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of locomotion, I awm but littlé ways from the earth, for in an
instant I am able to reach down when love calls me.

The spheres, as I have studied them, I wish to make
the subject of a work to come hereafter, as I know, with
what little I have experienced, I shall give a somewhat
different idea of them from what I perceive is in many minds
in carth-life.  But in these papers, writing, as I do, with only
a short experience, I wish to describe scenes from the plane
on which I am now cxisting, and from that which 1 have
passed through. T must, step by step, learn the glories that
will open to me, and then tell you. In this effort T trust 1
have only begun a scries of éfforts which may grow clearer
as I advance.

May all things be made “plain to me, because 1 still
would labor for my fellow-men-—those who soon, at the
lomgest, are to come over thqmselves, and sce whether my pen
pictures have led them into wrong ideas of spirit-life.

How Sririts SLEED

(Ques —You say in one place you have no night, yet
you speak in this paper of the “glare of light.” Do you have
2 glare al) of the time? 1 not, what succeeds it ?

Ans.— T have previously stated that there was no night
here, or no 11i5]1t.1ikc your nizht, but that cach soul had its
time for rest, and in order to rest, the conditions necessary
must exist. * As to the glarec of light, T would state that
different degrees of light and heat are necessary to the
spiritual vegetation ever existent, and that, as in earth-life, we,
when the light is mast intense, scek for shade. As Nature
is ever repeating itself, we find the most exqunslte bowers,
with green foliage all around, where we can enjoy as much
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of the cooling breeze as though in earth-life we had come
heated and weary to one of Nature’s green recesses.

Visits THE REPUBLICAN OvriCk.

In one of the papers reference is made to visits to earth
and ghostly jaunts through the Springfield Republican oftice :

“Though I go with silent footsteps to my old earthly
home, no door swings upon its hinges, Though I gaze in
loved faces, bathed in tears, no answering tear-drop tells them
of my presence. Though I gently touch mementoes of my
past, the dull inanimate objects know not their owaer is
there.  Though I go into the old office and walk through the
different rooms, and see the well-remembered faces, yet
they arc bent just as busily over their work as though the one
who expressed thought there once, and devised ways [or
their publication to the world, was not waiting for recognition.
its works, its recompenses—

Oh'! il what there was of life
is all, how worse than a beggar would a spirit fecl among
his own human friends ; how he would laugh at a furce of life
which left all behind.”

Garrignh AND GuiTeaU Minl As Spirirs,

The spirit of Samuel Bowles is supposed to have been
present on earth at the death of Garfield, at the hanging of
Guiteau, and at the mecduyg in the spirit world of the two,
which is described as follows : '\

“Ihe murdered man and his murderer mev here.  Would
that I had language to fitly portray the meeting. The two
murdered men stood face to face. Garfield, with a beautiful
love filling his heart, realizing that ht should not condemn,
said: ‘It is well; stand for the truth. The past like a
vivid dream has still its place in my memory. The present is






