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HOW SHALL WE ATTAIN THE 
HIGHEST?

L itt le  by l i t t le  th e  calla  bulb 
U nfolds its  sw athing* the mold below ; 

L lttlo  by l i t t le  tho germ  p u ts  forth 
I t s  se n tie n t pow 'r to th riv e  and grow.

L it t le  by l i t t le  It w orks its  way'
Through fou lest odor o f  m uck and mold; 

S titi upw ard  s triv in g  tow ard  the light,
And heeding n ev e r storm  nor cold.

TUI th rough  tho soil the blade comes fovth 
In  fa ires t green  to cheer the oyo;

B les t harb inger o f  fu tu re  grow th ;
And crow n o f  blossom hy-nnd-by.

W. P. PHELON, M.D. t  « nTOnns
MRS. M. M. PliELON. QS.B. f  S’01™*8-

Euteroil as second class matter At the Chicago, Illinois, Post 
Office, May 16,1888.

R A M A Y A N A  T H E O S O F H IO A L  S O C IE T Y . 
Meots every  Sunday  a fternoon . T im e, 8 o'clock. 

. P lace, 208 S. L incoln e t. All T heosophists visiting 
Chicago a re  cord ially  invited, So, also, aro a ll who 
seek th e  T ru th  fo r th e  T ru th 's  sake. T he first 
Sunday o f  each m onth is a  closed m eeting  for The- 

* osophists only. \V. P . P h & lo n , Pres.: M ns. A. M. 
H a tc h ,  Bec'y; 200 S. L incoln s t r e e t ,  Chicago.

When this paragraph is marked with a blue 
cross it  shows our friends that their time has 
expired, and we shall bo happy to receive a 
renewal of their subscription soon.

CONTENTS.

And through  tho Hours o f n ight and day,
T he s ta lk s grow  llrni, round anil ta li;

U n til the sum m it i t  has gained,
W hen p u re s t blossom crow ns it  all.

And a's tho germ  in  noisome cell 
T ran sm u tes th o  vile to b eau ty 's  grace,

So, th rough  th e  seem ing ills  o f life,
May w e a tta in  th e  (ugliest place.

T h e  soul th a t s tr iv es  by n ight, by day,
To gain th o  h ighest th a t  is know n;

L it t le  by llt t lo  un fo ldeth  pow’r,
In  though t and  w ord and  action shown.

T ill on th a t  d ay  w hen vay divine 
Shall gleam a th w a r t its  s ta rtled  ken ;

Tho soul aw akos to g ro w th  sublime 
Nor m iestlons more th e  how—th e  when.

* ISA.

How Shall We Attain the Highest? - 06 
Tho Mysteries of the Sphinx and Pyramid, 05 
Is God a Principle? «■ - - - 67
A Question, * * - - - - 67
The Puzzling Question, 07
Something that Pothers Us, - - 68
Who Takes the Next? - - ■ -68

•The Crime of the Age, - - - ’ - 68
Book N o t i c e s , ......................................68

' Excerpts from Madame Guyon, - - 69
Special Notices,-7“ The Secret Dodtrine,” . 

The ^Idvrls Type Writer; Physics and 
Metaphysics;'. Solftr , Biglogy; .Loqk 
Here, ' • - - - . a 70

THE MYSTERIES OF THE SPHINX 
'  AND PYRAMID.

CONTINUED.
j HE postulant accepts once more. 

“ Take then this lamp. * I t  is 
the image of the eye of God 

which follows us when*we 
walk hidden from the eyes of 
man. Go without fear, thou hast 
only to fear thyselfi'a the trial of 
solitude.”
•While lie received the lamp from 

one ot the guides the other touched a spring 
concealed in a (lower in the wall.' 'Phis caused



a bronze plate to move,-disclosing an arched 
passage but it was so narrow and low that it 
waB only possible to pass through by creeping 
op-the hands and knees.

" May this road be for thee, an image of the 
tomb in which all men must lie at the even 
ing of earthly life in order to awaken freed 
from dark matter into the eternal day of 
the life of spirit. Thou hast conquered the 
spectre of death, go triumph over the terrors 
of the grave.”

If  the postulant- seemed to hesitate th e . 
guides might not reproach his weakness nor 
encourage him to continue the trials. They 
waited some minutes in silence, the right 
hand extended towards the opening of the 
passage, and if the postulant did not decide', 
they reveiled his face and conducted him out 
of the sacred place. Jiut the laws of the Magi 
Beyer allowed him to be admitted again, his 
impotence was proven. If he submitted 
freely the guides gave him the kiss of peace 
and wished him bon voyage. When his body 
had disappeared in the tube of granite, the 
bronze plate which had given him passage 
fell back behind him with a metallic ” clang ” 
and a distant voice cried; “ Here perish the 
foois who covet knowledge and power.” 
Those dreadful words which by a marvelous. 
effect of aecousties were repeated by seven 
distinct echoes, gave a violent shock to the 
reason of the postulant. Would he be the 
victim of his impudent confidence? Did the 
Magi condemn to death all foreigners who 
aspired to penetrate their mysteries? But, 
then why did they not strike him with the 
scythe? Why bury him alive? Why leave 
him the lamp? Indecision mingled with ter 
ror to lengthen his agony. Meanwhile he 
dragged himself forward and noticed with 
more and more anxiety that the direction of 
the tube was always inclined downward to 
wards the depth of the earth. Where would 
this incline extend to and if the lamp should 
be extinguished, what would become of this 
unfortunate whose only guide it was?
, He creeps, still creeps. All at once the tube 
seems to dilate and enlarge, the roof rises but 
the floor continues to descend. I t  ends atthe 
brink of a vast crater cut in the form of an 
inverted cone, whose walls are covered with 
cement so polished that in the trembling 
rays of the lamp one would believe them to 
be of steel. An iron ladder succeeds to the 
tube and is lost in the depths of an impene 
trable darkness. Before, the unknown full

Of p e r i l ;  n e iu n u , nit- i o u w * ^...v . .. . . .  ..
tween these two a suspense full of agony. 
With death in perspective there was enough 
to render insane the most stoic of philosop 
hers. Season, however, gave one last coun 
cil; it was to advance step by step to the ex 
treme limits of the possible.

The iron ladder had seventy-eight rounds. 
Arrived at the'lowest, .the candidate saw 
with a new terror that the cone terminated 
in a gaping shaft which attracted him as the 
last secret of an implacable fatality.

Shivering with a supteme terror but calling 
to bis aid the last force which despair could 
lend him, he crawled up a few steps and 
studied intently the small space which the 
feeble rays of his lamp illumined. At his 
left he perceived a crevice which he had not 
noticed during the descent, this crevice is of 
the size of a man. Clinging to the ladder with 
one hand, and holding the lamp forward with 
the other, he discovers within it steps; with 
out doubt it  is a passage but whither does it 
lead? In any case It leads away from the 
gulf. Faith and hope awaken within him; he 
reproaches himself for having accused the 
Magi and remembers their warning “ Go 
without fear, thou hast only to fear thy self 
in the trial of solitude.”

After some moments of reflection which 
restored tranquility to his ipind,he arose and 
entereiijthe crevice. This passage pierced the 
rock as aspiral stairway. At the twenty-second 
step there appeared a bronze grating through 
which the postulant perceived a long gallery 
supported by sculptured caryatides, which re 
presented twenty-four Sphinxes, twelve to 
thorightandtwelvetotheleft. Ineachspace 
between th’e apinxes, the wall is covered with 
frescoes representing mysterious symbols and 
personages. These pictures faeeeachother in 
pairs and are illumed by eleven tripods of 
bronze arranged along a line which divides 
the gallery longitudinally in the middle. 
Each tripod bore a sphinx of crystal in which 
burned a wick of flax on the surface of an 
embalmed oil.

A magus who bore the title of Fasti phore 
(guardian of the sacred symbols) opened the 
gate to *the postulant.

“Son of the Earth,” said he smilingly, 
•“ thou art welcome. Thou hast escaped 
the snares of the abyss by discovering 
the road to the sages. Few of the as 
pirants to the mysteries have triumphed 
before theej.the others have perished. Since



' *W*W v»»wv, v..w  »».*** -  v . . —
^ ^ | |h e e ,  I  hope, safe and sound to the sanctuary 
^^|ji,wbpre virtue receives it crown. * I  ought not 
^ l l ^ o h i d e  from thee that other perils await 
;fe l tth e e ,b u tla m  permitted to encourage thee 
lp;|f§‘by explaining those symbols, the understand- 
M $$Tng of which creates around the heart of man 
m  'an invulnerable armour. Come*contemplate 
^mfysWith me those sacred imagesTTisten attent- 
p s ^ |‘fively to my words, and if thou canst fix them 

thy memory, the kings of the world 
S lf^ w h e n  thou returnest to the earth, will be less 

p^verful than thou."
... • To be continued.m . .  .

IS G 6 D  a  p r i n c i p l e  ?
yif-Tv-. -------

I A principle, as defined by 
'-ariea, is, first: "A source or origin.

the

T-i

'i ■„

$%'${■

diction- 
But a

source or origin implies a commencing point 
in space, or a beginning period in time; where 
as, God is not in space or time.

Second: A principle is defined as an “origi 
nal faculty.” But an original faculty implies 
faculties that are not original; whereas, God 
must be all faculty or none at all.

Third: A principle is defined a s a “funda- 
mental truth,” or “elementary proposition;” 
whereas, God is truth p e r  s e ; or no truth at 
all. The distinction of “fundamental” can 
not be admitted. Nor, can there be anything 

■{>,■■■ “elementary” in the Bivine Nature or that 
v can be regarded as of the form of a “pro 

position.”
'• Fourth; A principle is defined as a “right 
and nettled rule of conduct.” But to God 
there can be no relative rules of right or of 
settled or unsettled modes of conduct. He 
must be conduct itself or nothing,

- Hence God cannot be a principle, in the 
dictionary sense, or in any sense which ad- 
mits of origin or terminus, whether of things 

•; or the cause of things. Cause and effect are 
:: finite illusions, having no genesis in the Div 

ine  Mind, which transcends or includes, and 
■^therefore excludes, both. God canbeprin- 
• cipie only in the sense'of i s i p o s s i i i l e  c o n -  

t a c t  w i t h  m a t t e r  on e v i l .  Nor can man 
§ f e ( b e  the image of, or “like unto” God in any 

other sense. Man, like God, is eternally aloof 
matter or evil. Otherwise he could 

jg g y m v e  no real being, any more than a house or 
^ f^ f  '^  workof art could have a being (that is ap- 
* •' . pearance) apart from the universal idea of 

C architecture, or law of meehauies. 'If tUe law, 
or principle could be broken in any one sfcruc- 

IJr^ure more than another, it would not be jt law

” " A *
...infinite. •••.> • 'i,-:
. •Theidea.of God is, therefore, expressed in 
that of Changeless Substance, or Divine Beal - 
ity, and its Reflection in Man, that is to say; 
God is Spiritual principle, and known only 
through Man’s “ R. F . o r  “ Rigid Focus,” 
as Spirit to Infinite Byirit. ‘ His reflec 
tion of Spirit is perfect, not in the sense 
of n o t h i n g ,  as in a material mirror; 
but in directly the opposite sense—the sense 
of something. Our affirmation is not that 
“ God is something; therefore we are no 
thing;” hut God is All (in and ex-clusively) 
and man is God Manifest. The “ All ” being 
love, that is, of the nature of Conscious Real 
ity, Man does not become the “ Son of God” 
by the abolition, but by the inspiration of his 
senses. His wisdom does not lie in his be 
coming senseless, but in his becoming sense 
ful; that is, full of sense, -In doing this he no 
more loses his phenomenal (or neumenal) be 
ing in God, than a growing tree loses its fruit 
or foliage, iu the great arcana of nature, be 
cause its outer bark continuously disappears 
by the action of the Life Principle.

J ,  V. B e n e f i c j o .
Milwaukee, Wis.

A Q U ESTIO N .

Teach mo, sp r ite  o r lm\l,
W hat aw oot th o u g h ts  a rc  thluo.

I  have nev er hoard 
R raise o f  love o r wino 

T h a t panted  fo rth  a  Hood of rap tu re  aodl vino.

T H E  P U Z Z L IN G  Q U ESTIO N .

We have had many answers to our query 
of last month. But the following from a lady 
whose apt, quaint sentences, are always of 
interest, expresses very nearly as it seems to 
us, the truth:

Ce d a r  F a l l s ,  I o w a ,  May 17th, ’89. 
D e a r  D u .  P i i e l o n : —

The article in May I I e u m e t i s t ,  headed, 
“ yVho can tell us 'r  expresses my views 
exactly. I  have always wonderod much 
about it, but since coming into the knowledge 
of Christian Science, and being imbued with 
the Spirit of Truth, I think I can see it all, 
very much more clearly. Those who rail at 
everybody and everything, and wrangle con 
tinually with others, have not come wholly 
into the Truth, are not quite made free by 
the Spirit, the only Comforter. They are still 
searching for, and seeking to attain the 
Higher Life. Is not this so ?

I  should have much enjoyed being, at the 
Convention*. As soon as I can. compass it I 
shall favormyself with fchg “ Secret Doefcrifie,”



I  am still silently, and all alone, studying all 
. I  can, but my increasing*praefcice, and house 
hold duties make it slow work. With kind 
regards to you all,

Yours truly, M. A. 0.
SOMETHING THAT BOTHERS US.

. A few days since a friend asked: “ What do 
you think of. the single tax theory?” We 
answered frankly: ‘'Don’t know what to 
think of it. The theory seems good, but 
what about the vested interests. I t  don’t 
seem as if man had' any more right to seize ' 
upon the earth than upon the air, the water 
or the fire. But can the okl system be chang 
ed, except the land marks of metes and bounds 
be wiped out in blood, and we take upon our* 
selves an insufferable burden of curses and 
wrath and agony.” He enthusiastically 
thought i t  could. After he had gone,we tried 
to  think it out, but it made the top of our 
head whirl.

While wrestling with “ vested rights," this 
absurdity came to us. We declare labor the 
only labor producer, and money, valueless of 
itself, only the measure of that value, then 
we turn argund and allow money to produce 
itself by usury. That is, the measure becomes 
equal to the thing It measures. While we 
have no quarrel with capital, it has no right' 
to enter the field against labor, and demand 
not only its share of labor’s earnings, but 
wages for itself as well. Abolish the laws in 
favor of usury, and the millionaires of the 
next generation would decrease in number.

WHO TAKES THE NEXT?
H e r m e t i c  P u b l i s h i n g  Co .,

SOS S. Lincoln St.
Inclosed pieaso And $16.00 tint! 15 new subscribers, 

for which please semi me a “ Morris Type Writer.” I t  
was one ot the easiest jobs I Iiavo tuuf for a long time, 
to get the names. Of course I wont to progressive 
people, mamma's friends, and showed them the maga 
zine. I know they will alJ like it.

, Truly your friend,
Ma m i e  b .

Yea, Mamie;—If  we never had had any 
other proef of your friendship this would 
prove it to us. We want another thousand 
subscribers, a t  o n c e .  Ho w  many of our 
friends will take the personal trouble to 
aeud us one, j u s t  o n e .  How many* like. 
Mamie, who is a beautiful girl of fifteen, 
will take the trouble to send us fifteen for 
one of the best low priced type writers 
made. You cun ail speak at once. The June 
number will be especially interesting besides 
the “ Mysteries of the Sphinx and the Pyra? 
mid,” it  will contain, “ The Fountain ofiEl

Ayonfcib,” a story of life's struggles, besides 
the usual selection of pertinent matter. We 
have some lessons in practical occultism we 
shall find room for at an early day. We intend 
to make it the best magazine of its kind ever 
published, but we look to our friends to hold 
up our hands while we are doing it.

■ V  ̂ THE CRIMEOF THE AGE.

Toil, Hurry and worry; bustle, hustle and 
fag. This is the crime of the American 
against himself, individually and collectively. 
He builds machines to save muscles, and then 
does his best to keep up by running along 
side. He overspends his income. Does he 
retrench or economize; not a cent’s worth. 
He turns on ail steam and sits on the safety 
valve, reckless of consequence*.

If this intensity of expression was all.it 
might be endured; but he worries and frets. 
He brings his skeleton home with him, in 
stead of securely locking it up in his oflice 
closet. He communes with it during the long 
hours of the night. The morning finds him 
unrefreshed, his nerves yet tense and fatigued 
with yesterday’s strain. His business meets 
him in full torrent. This m u s t  be done, and 
that cannot be put off for a moment, and in 
deed “ put off” is a phrase not found in his 
lexicon. I t all chords with the tune of 
“ Hurry " lie is singing. The respondent vi 
brations of his physical energy fail to rise to 
the quickened key of his impetuous will. He 
feels his failing strength- and seeks help, 
opium, morphine, chloral, cocaine, sulphoriai 
are used to lash the tired team to new effort, 
The whip first stimulates, then cuts into the 
flesh, and adds new horror to the previous ex 
haustion, and the crime is accomplished. He 
is a  wreck. These things I know from many 
years experience with the victims of these 
stimulant opiates. If any of my readers or 
their friends, are bound by these terrible con 
ditions, if they will write me, I  can suggest 
a method of relief from the intolerable bond 
age. W. P. PllELON, M. D.

BOOK NOTICES.
'ChriaUttA Science Pnblahnd by U rsu la  N.

G estefo ld , C en tra l Music H ail, price fiOeonts, is th e
llrs t  a tte m p t ta  a d a p t cite m usic o f  th e  d ay  lo tlie 

.hym ns of th e  fu tu re . O f Its poetry  am i m usic wo a r e a  
r judge, and o u r  m usical c r itic  has gone to  E u rope 
us vacation, so w e w ill .n o t  a tte m p t to critic ise  
t p a r t  o f  it, b u t  wo a ro  very  c e rta in  o f  appropriate- 
s, in  sontim ont funl th e  p u rity  o f  diction. I t s

poor judge, and o u r  m usical c r itic  has gone to  E u rope
on Ins "  - --- - - ............... —
th a tntfue,... —................   , „
typography  is m  th e  u su a l elogan t am i ta s ty  s ty le  o t 
Its-w ell know n publisher. G am ut clo th  am i a  gold 
aide-stam p, heavy pap er am i do in ' typo  leave nothing 

.to  bo desired .



, . J, Ht> mytUr VJ wv >u |»«vuv **j
•Vii’ 'th e  Rellgio-PliUosopnical P u b lish in g  House, has aU 
4 « V « a d y  c rea ted  a  breeze o f  ex p ec tan cy  in m an y q u ftr. 
S k i e r s .  I t  is now  read y  fo r d e liv e ry . W e have only  readRjI'.' </. ^ !*,•» pttn litil m a  M AAMliiatZone chap ter, b u t  upon th e  ju d g em en t o f  those com pel. 
■ 'ent'to decide w e v e n tu re  to p re d ic t th a t  th e  book w ill‘c;i«:en* to uirniuu we w (iiomv* kmivu u is  uvviw >»**•

ji.-A wroduQO a deep agitation in psychic and theoeopbic 
fc><.flrclaa. For sate by Hk k m e t io  P u b . Co ., i»6 3. Lin.
'j’ l co in  S t., OlUcago, IH. P ric e  83.00.

p an , biiBiBin. i t  xs ueuu u u a  peruseiay
passive to every operation but God. I t is 
God who diffuses Himself over the facul 
ties, performing by them and witli them 
sometimes the offices of the word, in-

tflk : Mo d s  and  polished by c u ltu re  a n d  k ttftw ledgeo t the 
‘ jf ts .trn th . She rev iew s m an's sm ig g le w lth  h im se lfan d  

w ith  na tn re . and d em o n stra tes  c lea rly  th a t  m an can 
$■?? a tta in , only by follow ing womftn’a lead , a s  she moves 

tow ard  the h ighest ligh t w ith  th e  p u re s t m otives And 
« £ t h e  t ru e s t  aelf-abncgatfm n H e r  m otto  from  U oethe: 

eVer w om anly leads u s  on,," Is a  com prehensive 
'’ . / . t c i i  which th e  au tlio ress h as m ost ea rn e s tly  and  briU 
^■ ••tliapiy expouuded.

£ r ;Xv W lhnan'a Exprew  has a t ’laa t reached  the home depot, 
M .,  a t  D ouglasvillo, Georgia, w here  th e  o fllceaoftheoom p- 
T&'i:'a n y  a fe  h e rea fte r  to  be located . R egu la r tra in s  w ill 
•y .'t'm ake trip-* m onthly  from  the C en tra l S ta tio n ; w hile 
y4>.> m en ta l science on lesson tra in s . Are scheduleit aa 
:M ,i heretofore. S undry  ubsont trea tm en ts , tra in s  w ill also  
>f b e  ru n  by te legraph  and  telephone a s  th e  conditions o f 

th e  w ires and  th e  moral w e a th e r  w ill perm it. The 
’ suporin to iu lon tand  th e  a s s is ta n t su p e rin te n d e n t mean

* '%•/' th a t  every  p a r t o f  th e ir  ex ten s iv e  system , and  its  luby*
r io th  o f connections, sh  ill be in llra t-class shape, and 

■ m ake a s  good time as any o th e r  ro u te  in the coun try , 
y W e a ie  glad o f  it.

. !■?' The Coming Creed o f  the W orld :—B y Fvedovlnk
• ' G erhard . P ric e  m clo th  $3.00, in p a p e r  $1.25. F o r sale 
■ .by F rederick  G erhard , VVoohawken, New Je rse y . This

'Is  a  m ost exhaustive  itud terrib le  arra ig n m en t o f  the mis 
*■' w teach ings o f  th e  Scribes and P harisees o f  o u r day who 
. ‘.. '.h a v e  overlaid the teach ings o f  O hrlst w ith  th o iro w n  

'inven tions, devices am t assertions. I f  in th e  d ay s o f 
th e  M aster they  m erited  th e  aw fu l denunciation  
found  in the & Juchap terof M atthew , how m uch m ore 
now  w hen by  th e ir  subtilo se llishncss, th ey  a rio g a te  
to  be the sole in te rp re te rs  b e tw een  m an and God, a 
God o f  whom they  know so little , and  assum e so much. 
Tho doctriue o f  th e  “ R igh t L aw ,” is th e  only one th a t 
can reach man in Ills tr iu n e  e n tity  o f  body, soul and 
sp ir it. O ur sp  ice forbids o u r enlarg ing as w e w ould like 
upon its  m erits, I t  will um py rep ay  a  carefu l perusal 
by  every  th inker. I t s  pages show a v a s ta m o u n t o f 
ca re fu l research  by its  au tho r, w ho  is over 80 y ears o f 
age, and  has given th e  host half o f  h is life to its  pre- 
paration , l e t s  in no sense deciaum tory o r  oiforves. 
cen t. E very  lib e ls  vigorous w ith  th e  earn es tn ess of 
conviction. _______

Ex c e r p t s  f r o m  m a d a m e  g u y o n ’s
"  MYSTIC SENSE OF THE 

SCRIPTURES.”

>?*■

(Copyright, 1888, by Mrs. M. M. P h e i.o n , C.S. B,]

; The persons of the trinity as united in 
P I;, the divine essence, are there all equally, 

and they speak and act by themselves as 
speaking and acting outwardly by one 

;j;. same essence, in perfect unity; but as dis- 
f?f‘' tinct persons they receive each other, the 
i^ S o n , the Father, and the Holy Spirit. The 
J^ F a th e r  and Son by their emanations 
^ ..th rough  all eternity blend into unity.

' x .
■>It is not the creature which comes out 

to speak and act and produce the effect 
4 |p f the apostolic life. -The soul* has no

stmeting, acting, conversings sometimes 
through the office of thd Holy Spirit, set 
tin g  on lire of love, melting the most 
secret places of the hearts, and speaking 
by the mouth of this creature which re 
mains passive to all that God the Word, 
and God the Holy Spirit, operate in it 
and out of it, by its organism, whilst, this 
soul dwells in the centre which is God 
Himself. All this is wrought without 
sight or knowledge of the creature, which 
is Entirely incapable of making this dis 
cernment and which knows words and 
actions only when they appear, as it 
would know those of auother person. 
God reveals this mystery to whom He 
pleases..

When the Word acts outwardly, the 
Father and the Holy Spirit act Jmli visibly 
with it, and when the Holy Spirit acts, 
the Father and Son act likewise, for they 
are indivisible in their operations with re 
gard to the creature.

The different properties of the divine 
person are distributed among them differ 
ently, fertility and power to the Father, 
wisdom and providence to the Son, good 
ness and love to the Holy Spirit, and these 
are all united in God alone, where all is 
power, wisdom and love. God puts words 
into the mouths of interior persons, when 
and where he pleaseth.

Now he whom God choosoth to help 
others, in receiving from him the odor of 
his perfume is truly holy, since possess 
ing nothing in himself, he must of neces- 
ity he'filled with God.

And the earth opened her mouth and 
swallowed them up, with their tents. This 
is the .punishment merited by those who 
of themselves, desire to become directors, 

. or conductors (if souls through presump-
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tion and self-sufficiency, namely, that the 
earth, etc., that is to say, all earthly things 
which they seemed to have trodden under 
foot, aud to have been far above, and all 
sensibilities, re-open and whelm them 
and their tents, showing that the center 
and the will are enveloped in this fall.

God causes Aaroii’s rod to flower, t o , 
serve os a perpetual sign that it is neces 
sary to be like it to become an apostle. 
This rod hud budded, that is to say, out of 
its substance there had sprung a germ of 
life. This is what is done, when out of 
the mystic ashes, ns from out of dead 
wood there is reproduced a new life by 
the interior resurrection. Its leaves must 
spread out, meaning that the soul is 
placed at large, so that its works are no 
longer restrained, in fine, its fruits must 
become ripe. It is necessary that they 
have flowers and fruits in maturity and 
their leaves all spread out before attempt 
ing to lead.
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