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SONNET ON LIFE.

Falr Life, thou dear co;npamon of my days—
© Life with tho rose.rved lips aml shining eyss—
i hak Jed'st me thirough my Youth’s glad Paradise,
And stand’st besido ma still, in these dull way s,
My older feet nust trond the tungled maze
* Whero cares boset me-and frosh foos surprise;
On the keen wind and trom the far-off skies
_ 18 borie & whispey, which my heart dismiys,
That thou sud I st pavt. Beloved go long,
" Wilt thou not stay with me, inconstunt Love?
Nay, then, the ory npon the wind grows strong--
‘I must without thee fresh sidventure prave;
And yot it may be I bul @o thoe wrong,
And I shail el thea waiting whore [ rove. .
LOUISE Ciumumm MOULTON.

THE MYSTER!BS OF THE SPHINX
‘AND PYRAMID.

, J HILE the Sphinx of (siwh
0’ ‘-, ‘served as entrance to the sub-
_ terranean retreats, in them
£ were undergone the trials or
mysteries of the Magi. This
entranes, obsgtructed in our
day by sands aund debris, was
desigued between the forelegs
b of the crouching Colossus. 1t
was clused by a bronze door whose seeret was
ouly known to the Magi. It was guarded by
public respect, and a sort of religious fear
maintained its inviolability farbetter than an
armed protection could have done, In the
body of the Sphinx were excuvated passages
that led to the Greal Pyramid. These pas-
sages intersected each other so ingeriously
that to énter by chance, and without a guide,
woulg return one, as by fatality, to the point
of beginning, It must have taken an enor-
mous amount of work to. have excavated
this mysterious labyrinth lu the wmassive =
granite, and such work is proof enough that
the méchanics of Ancient Egypt were not in-
ferior to the learned engineeys who to.day
bort the tunnels for our tailways, -
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Two nutia.tes dressed in the rank of THes-

mpissioned to lead by night the pastulant,
- whom an unanimous vote admitted to the
mysteries. e gave himself to the discretion
" of his guides, took their advice as ecommand,
‘and forebore to gquestion. On leaving Mem-
phis his eyes were bandaged so that he could
give no account of the distance, nor of the
secret place into whlch he should be con-
ducted. |
“The’ postutant with veiled face is led to
the foot of the Sphinx. The door of bronze
opens and closes without noise. One of the
guides takes a lamp suspended from the wall
and walks in advance to light the way. The
other conduets the postulant by the hand
" and causes him to descend a spiral stafrway
of twenty-two steps. At the bottom of the
stairs there opens and shuis a new door of
bronze, giving access to a large cireular hall,
- The interior of this door is covered with a
granite plaster, whose tint harmonizes with
that of the walls so thas the entrance is not
© discernible. Iere commenee the scenes of
the mysteries. ~‘T'he two guides suddenly
arrest the postulant, whom they make be-
lieve to stand on the brink of a precipice,
over which one step more would plunge him.
“‘Phis depth,” they tell him, “ surrounds the
temple of the mysterles and proteets it from
the audaeious curiosity of the profane. We
have arrived & little too soon; our Lrothers
have not yet lowered the bridge by which the
initiates eommunicate with the sacred eartls.
Lot us await their coming, but if thoun dost

value thy life remuin motionless; cross thy

hands upon thy breasé and do not remove
thy bandage until the slgtmi to advance is
glven "

The postulant knows ilmt from this mo-
ment he belongs no more to himself, and that
a passive obedienee has become his law in

order to pass the perils which are fo prove his

strength of mind and the measurs of control
which he can exercise over himself, Ife sub-
mits to this condition of obedience which is
imposed tpon him, and which he has freely
accepted before setting out with kis guides.
e has the strength of his will, intelligence,
and the ardent degire to know the mysteries,
whose key is promised to his doeility and
perseverance. But however strong he may
be, he has senses, and his senses recoil on the
threshold of the inknown

Wluie he Lraces himself against this first

.

i MO’PBETb, or guardians of the rites, were com.

'emotion, the guides take from an altar two L
robes of white linen, two belts, one of gold = -

and the other of silver, and swo masks, one
representing the head of a lion and the other
the head of & bull,
the purity of the doctrine of the Magi; the

- gold is sacred to the sun, the silver to the

moon. The head of the lton symbolizes the
zodincal sign, which astrologers call the
throne of the Genius of the Sun; the head of
the bull symbolizes the zodiacal sign, where
the Genius of the Moon exerciges his most
powerful influence. The guides dressed in
these emblems then represenied the two
Egyptian Genil, Pr-Rur and Pr-Isy, who
govern the movements of the sun uid moon,
the two stars to which magic attributes the
most direct action in creation, the dissolution
and renewihg of terrestrial beings. This
symbolism expresses further, that the study
of the luws of visible nature is the first step
toward the highest illumination of the spirit
But the meaning of the materinl signs
should not be revealed Lo the postulant until
the trials of initiation huve be(.n sueccessfully
accomplished.

As soon as Lhe guides bad masked them-
sefves, a trap was lowered in the tloor with
great noise, and a frighiful specter arose
am’d elouds of smoke and Hame, brandishing
a scythe, while a hotlow voice eried fmm the
depths;

“ 11l fortuns to the ploﬂme wiho eomes to
disturb the peace of the dead.”

At the same justant the bandage of the
postulant was snatched off, and he stood
face to face with the three mounstrous figures
who awadt his first failure. If, in spite of
the horror of this surprise, he is courageous
enough not to faiut before the scythe, whose
blade grazes him seven times by a rapid
movement, the specter disappears, and the
trap closes, The guides unmask and con-
gratulate him on his conrage.

“Fhou hast felt the cold of the murderous
iron and thou hast rot recoiled; thou hasgt
¢ontemplated the frighttul and thy gaze gave
it defiance. Itis well. Inthy country thou
mightst be a hero admired by all angd assured
of the homage of posterity. But among us
there is a higher virfue than manly courage;
it is the voluntary humility which triumphs
over vain pride. Aré thou capable of a like
victory over thyself ?”

“I'he postuiant, reassured by the benevolent

- gianceés of his guides, believes the physical

v

The robe is a1t emblem of



. trials to be ended ami oners mmseu 10 INe
moral trials, & o . ;
“Very well,” they say

ERN

“It 1s necessary to

aanctnmy where our brothers await thee, to
- ‘give thee knowledge and power in axchauge
for humility. . Dost thon wish to submlt to
‘ this sha.meful jomney P .

etk To be contmued.

RAMAYANA THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

B\ little company of seekers after truth -
 met yesterday at the residence of Dr. W. P
Thelon, No. 206

apartment. ‘The strong light of the sun, as
- it beakt against the windows, was modified

and softened in its passage through tinted
< curtains, Inthe center of the room stood a
curiously wrought round table, the top of
wihiich bore representations of the univelse‘,
Aryan legend and mystic Egyptiah signs.
Trpon it were placed at the points of atri-
-auglethree vases containing incense. Around
the table sat a number of men and women

¢

serions with the subjeet of " their inuer.

thoughts,

Behind it sat a man, whose long gray hair

and bedrd would suggest considerable age,
but whose vigor of body and mind belied tiie
saggestion. IIe was old in fact, but young
in &ppearance. He iy the president of tlie

Ramayani Theosophical Society, and the.

others were, its members who had met in
-+ their regulur weekly session to hold converse
with the universal spirit and to discuss mat-

ters pertinent to their tenets: :
A move of the president’s hand summoned
an attendant, who applied & maich to the
incense iu the vases on the table, and as the

mesting progressed the odor of the smolder- .

Ing five diftused itself throughout the apart-
ment and imparted a tone ot solemmty to
‘the proceedings,
- The President read an extraet fron: one of
the latest theosophical works in a tone of
exact distinciness and great impressiveness.
His hearers paid rapt sttention to the words
as they fell from his mouth, and appeared to
* lose themselves to their material surround-
ings as their meaning was conveyed to their
© minds. After the reading a short space of
time, about five minutes, was devoted tosi-
lent invgeation of the universal spixit, the

'

.
-
-

‘ erawl in the ‘dust, even to the middle of the

] 3 8, Lincoln Stree S
© 'The meeting-place was a r;\;y furnished

.members retaining their sents, but bowiung
then ileadﬁ and caverlug their ey{,,s w1th be- -

comlng reverence. A4 SUBLCU DUURIMG 1t

L tgnse and. was broken’ only by the sotmds of

the ‘world ‘without, which, by comparison,
seemed only to increase the impressive still-
‘ness {u the half-lighted room.
" The subject for general discussmn was fhen -
proposed by the President, It avas“faith”
-in the abstract, and each- member was in turn
'l dftered an opportunity to gige his detinition
of the idea, atter which each cast in his mite
of suggestion to the general knowledge, un-
- til the subject was exhausted so far as it
mighit be In such a limited time,
The. pzesident then read a selection, in the
same mannner ‘'ag lie had before, from the
‘White Cross Library, a dissertation by Pren-
tice Mulford upon the double natnrs of the
human spirit..
Theosophy is as old ag history, but among
what the present is pleased to call the civilized
_people of the earth it never has gained a foot-
hold, belng confined ¢hietty to the Orient.
Even there it has during the past few
centuries slumbered, and strangely enough it
was left to two persons of very different sex
race, creed, and characteristics to revive 1t
in Its old home and to propagate it in other
nations. Thsy were a New York ‘Tribune
veporter and a widowed Rusgian (ountess,
IL 8. Oleott and Mme. IL P. Blavatsky.
T'he former i8 now president ot the Central
Society of the Tleosophists of the World,
“and the latter the General Necretary. The
Countess sojowrned for awhile at one thme
during her travels in Tndia. There she be-
came greatly interested in the religious rec-
ords of the country, and devoted considera-
ble time to their study, When her husband
¢ dled, she was givenn a pension of $5,000 per
annum. This, together with the income from
her private possessions, she spent in travel

In America, she met a "Pribune reporter, Mr.

1I: 8. Oleott, Oleott had deveted much time

to the subject of the Indian religions and
theosophy, and their mutual knowledge led
to mutund regard for one another. They
founded the Theosoplical Hoeiety and finally
decided to remove the headquarters to India
and there revive theosophy.. But the Count-
* es8 was still a subject of the Czar of all the
Rugsing, and if she should goto India assuch,
the English would refuse her residence there
on the ground that she was a spy. To sur-
mount this obstacle the Countess relin-
qulshed hier pension of $5,000. ihd became 2a
natumiued Améuwn. The upm ter and the

-
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Countess then jbuméje\d. to India and ful-

‘illed their object of extending their theo-

sophical knowledge and of reviving the tenets
of theogophy, This was about thirteen years:
ago, and since that time the now-old taith, if it
may be so denominated, has had a wonderful
growth, Thesoclety has 125 different branch-
€8 in India, as many in Eturope and almost as

- many in the different cities of America.

Chicago has two; the Chicago branch, em-
bracing in {ts membership residents of the
North and South sides; and the Ramayana
branch, yesterday's meeting of which is de-
scribed above.

The tenets of theosophy, if deseribed in de-

tail, would fill the Sunday Inter Ogean, In

brief they are as follows:
3. Tp form the nicloiss of o universal brotherlkood
of humanity, without distinciion. of race, creed or

color. 2. To promote. the study of Arysn and othaoy

Rastern Hterature, religions and sciences. 3. Tain.
vestignte unexpiained laws of nature and psychieni

© powers of an.

The Theosophical Society Is a secret or-
ganization nodeled something aftér the plan
of other secret societies in that it has like
them « “secret work,” grips and passwords,
known to none excepting the initisted. Mem-
bers of both sexes are eligible to member-
ship and most of the branches are composed
of nearly equal numbers of men and women,
Each.new branch is chartered by the parent
society, which also gives it its name. The
headquarters of the society are at Adyar,
India,—INTER OCEAN,

WHO CAN TELL US?

The following is an extract from a private
letter from an esteemed correspondent who
thinks boldly for herself and has the ability
to say much in & few words, We would like
ananswer to her question, for we “give it up.”

March 10, 1839,

Dear Dr.PuiLon:

One question, with me, has been, since early
life, an engrossing one, and lately it has pre-
gented itself moreperemptorily than ever, It
is this, why does every little petty clique of

religionists spend its time and breath in Yail- *

ing ut ita littls neighbor clique® Thia ques-
tion is the puzsle of my life. The very air
seems thick and stifling with this unhot

rivalry among sects. Somethures Lean't thin

of & single ilberal persen, except myself!!
{Conceitod enongh, Isn’t it ?) ITowever, Lhave
to confess thab | have never seen n word of
this unavailing fault inding in anything pro-
ceeding_ from your pen, or from that of Mus,
A Tk Daanat aule why vou showdd send

-course I shou }
'}@osed that you and Mry. Phelon must feel as

.

think that is the title. 1rvan through it, and

nof one word. of profit could I find in it. -
In God's namne, why cannot religious peopie
leave ench otheralone¥ I eannotunderstund
it. Are we nof all anxiously seeking for
“fight! move light?” KEach party follows its
little path toward the sun. Islif notnnae-

By

- eountable how each sirikes out, leaving its

legitimate work of getting on toward, the
light to annoy and hllrr{ the travelers in
the ne‘ighboring way4? - Jeople are not all
constituted alike; and why, 1n the name of
common sénae, if forno other reason, ean they
not leave each other in peace? Itseemsto
me that 1 would gladly “God speed” every
religious sect with which I am acquainted,
It tits its followers,—is an outgrowth of
their average Intelligence and pesition, and,
at the present moment, nothing else will fit
their condition. It surpassesall my power of
imagination, how one person can set up to be

the only autﬁority inthese matters, Ishould

never think of throwing away 6ne moment’s
time or aftemtion on such u person. Iam
gt.uck dumb, sometimes, in the presence of
the stiange fact that the strongest impulse
of the religious world seems continually to
be to proselyte;—not to furn people to relig-
ion itself, but to their own phase of it. ilow
anyone can read the siily wranglings in the
Christian and Mental Science papers, with
any patience, is move than ¥ can tell. Of

ld not go on thus, unless I sup-

do in this matter. What Ancient was i

that. represented the. gods,' in their high

- Olympus, as looking down on men, who, from

that height, ali seemed on an equality, and all
wrangling about something? Also, oid Car-
lyle, pussing along a I.ondon street, in com-
any with geod Mr. Alcott, and listening to
he vegetarian scheme of the latter, exclaim-
ing finally: “Ont, with your damned potato
doctrine, don't you know that r, and a half
dozen succéssors, will have died, and this
atreet will ook gust the saine as now ?”  Can
it be possibie, Dr. P’helon, that it is through
this very wrangling, that progressis made?
Certainly, motion 18 better than stagnation,
Again, must I ceaseto yailat my fellow.creat-

ures’ disposition to rail at each other?
. ' Das MrTEL.

A FRAGMENT OUT OF THE ASTRAL
LIGHT.

Out upon the deep sea sailing. No billow
nor wave tuftles its smooth bosom. Over-
head the blue sky, it sapphire tint reflected
jn the motionless mirror beneath. Listen
to the distant sound of sweet musie, so falnt
to, the outer ear, but 80 intense in its call to
all the inner perceptions, In dreamy vision,
like & great panoramsa, geene after scene
Jbroadens awhy before you, | .

. Great lotus blogssoms give out their fra.
sl amnant o sentla reeze seems Lo




.

BE .

ops of the glant ‘palm

y sway the t

tenderl

-trees. Then gardens with white walis, and
- many gates which open and shut without
o sound. People, ancietit and wise in aspeet,”
‘dwell within,, They are moving hither and
~ yon upon different paths, winding and _cov-

red with puré white sand, butlno sound
omes to the listening ‘ear from the san-

‘daled feet.  Beautifully variegated flowers;

fountains throwing wp clear, sparkling
Wa%&r"s,' and over all are séen, in the sky

R -aboVe, the sur and moon and stars. Not &
. weed nor withered plant is to found in all
_this immense garded, so grand in its silence,

“ Follow the Woving people to a temple at

* & little distance. Over the arched door, the

inscription, “Wisdom and Understanding.”
Beyoend the great gates, upon the altar, burns
incense, whose smoke-wreaths curl slowly
heavenward, Those within beckon us to
enter. The cirgle of Brotherhood is com-
pleted, The. candidate and the white-robed
priest, whose breustplate of many-col-
ored stones flashes and glistens by their
retained light, stand within the ecircie of
protection. The awful words which bind
the soul for all ages to come, sob and shiver
and thrill, with innudible force., Out of the

Bilence they come, and to it they retwn.

The hand of blessing rests upon the head,
the finger of restraining caution upon the
lips. “To know, and to keep silent.” Then
a loving hand leads out of the temple through

“the beautiful-gardens. — The-seene -infolds,

and, floating away upon the smooth sea,
comas consciousness of the external éanviron-
ment. i ) L.M. 8,

INTERROGATORY. -

Those who have striven to lift the veil
which se completely bewilders mortal percep-
tion; they who have demonstrated their at-
taiument in that direction, be he Rishi, seer
or philosopher, all agree that the Real is the
invisible, the Kternai Spirvit. All force, all
potency, all knowledge, all wisdom are spirit-
ual, The physical is but the ereature ot aday,
having no eutity even.

‘I'he spirit leaves its body, None of its pow-
ers or attributesiwoimpaired thereby, They

+ remnin sound and active asbefore dissolution,

It the sptrit controlled and dominated in
this plane,.why will it not ¢ontrol hereaftor?

All there is of the real man lives. after
death. e issimply freed from the -body..
He caunot free-himself from the Immutable

U
-~ Spirit, freed from body, should by all analo-

hiay g,l(i regy is..wﬂ.:.w‘;

“which are not annulled by his death.
gy, be able to act more
fore. Why not? 3

~ "V ATTENTION, .

b ,Wllilevvée maice books and'magazines treat-

vigorously than be-

-ing of the Unseen our specialty, we will

furnish any book or any line of stationery
that our friends of patrons may desire. Cor-
regpondence desired. | -~ - : :

. «THE SECRET DOCTRINE.

. - Both volumes of this, probably the last work,.

of Madame H. P. Blavatsky, avenow being delit-
eved. It i8 o oyclopedia of the hitherto hidden.
truths of the sgos, and mo one, who is investigat-
ing the intangiblo but Real, can afford ot to own
it. Sent post free on receipt of $10.60. Hemsimen
Pysuisnsa Co., 206 8. Lincoln St., Chicago, 111,

BOOK NOTICES.

We are in yoocint ot a little hynshuve whose title
Izilgc vends, © Ballauds and Ballad Singing, Wilton Ber.

my. A inonograph by Rav. HoW, Pions, B, adso
some notes on Haliad Singers,™ 1t 1a an mndest, deli-
cate and tbeative in dppearanee s iy thoyweet Singey
of Scoteh bullwis, Miss Muvy Shelton Wao thiead, of
whoniit spenks. Opertic masic.may démonsgiate (ho
possibilities of musie; But anthing muntfests s power
over the human hewil as docs dntlnd slauging  Phe
mipor- stening of pathot bring baek the memories of
chitdbicod, home wd maother, sppenting o 41l that i3

urest.and hotiestin ouy sttives, Whoevar hugrd Mlss

ooithend sing onee will teelthat, likenvother Mary of
ohden thue, she linth chosen tho good pitet thnt shall ot
Do taken from hev.  No oug listans Lo hap swest veudi-
tions of the qunint Svoteh dinleet but longs o heay hey
agam. Fer sovvices are constantly in dewand, aud
wndotplt 3¢, O

Condensed Thoughts on Ohristicon Seience hay renched
its BIXTH TIOUSAND within n yerr, "fhis is o suili.
clent proof ol its mevit, aud ahility to woot the dosires
of those whb hunger and thivst afbor vighieonsness iwmd
whose wantsitamply titls, Dy, foleombe bus avidont-
ly stryek o keynobs, to which the souls of yeokery
after truth yeadily vespond. ‘I'he sixth gilition i3 just
out, prive 2ie. IurMerie Pug Co, W8 S, Linesln St.,
Cpicago, Hi.

Patanjaliy Yoga dphorisns, rapyinted by the Path,
and edited by Withian (. Judge and Jumes 1enderson
Connaily, iaa very valunble addition to the standanl
acontlt titorature of this conntry. 1t is worth the priee,
$L.00, muny thnes ovér, For snlp by the ligrMarae
PuncisninGg Oo. 24 S, Linceln st Chicaygo.

From Kousns Clty comes tho flyst isane of Modern
T'hought, % sixtesn.puge puper, thut aims to express in
its fuliness all the diferont lines of wligned aned ailit.
iateu thought, sbous nlt that we feet.aad do, Verily,
the wave is rotling Westwal,  ° : ’

We have nlso the Geerlt Word: Bhe Chpistlan Life;
Dr. Iigote on Mentat Featlng: Destimmvos; wa) Lify
Words amt Born Rlind; of suchof which we wouhli be
giad Lo apenk move tally, {f our friends wonld only five
us the room. '

Als Dross bul FLove, ian vivid porteayal of reincny.’
natign und the certain action of Karwmic contitions. 1t
i powerfully Told, uist contain’s, “ hetween the Hues,”
A lavge volume,, B . .
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EXCERPTS FROM MADAME GUYON'S
., % MYSTIC SENSE OF THE
.. SCRIPTURES.”
‘ [Cq;iyn;i.ghl, 1888, by i\[s{a. M. M. Pneson, G.B-l.!!.l
Fuithtulness in this degree consists not
in activities, and iu doing much on’ their
own part; but consists only in believing

and in trusting to God; in believing that

God is all-good, and all-powerful. All-
good, he never forsakes those that aban-
don themselves to him, as he nssures us.
He is equally all-powerful to.sustain us;
“thou shalt know,” saith the Lord, “it

is [ who am the Lord, and all those who

trust in me shall not be confounded.”

‘The second point in this trust is in never

being anxious or concerned about our
state, bnt remibting to God all onr needs.
It i an error of the spiritual life, which
slips into it even from its commencement,

“to°be desirous of laboring for others un-

seasonably, and it is only a false favor that
lends ns to undertake the aiding of others
before we have received the talent and
voeation to do sosuceessfully, Many faney
themselves eapable of conducting in the
way of holiness who have searcely entered
thevein themselves, and wishing to im-
part to others the grace that has only
been given to them, they lose the frait
and cannot succor others,

- Christ remuained hidden thirty years in
order to teach us to allow all eagerness
to nssist others to die out, and that we
should dwell in repose until the time and
moment have arrived when God shall give
us his word and command to lubor for the
sulvation of souls und the healing of bodies.

Thix command is only given when the soal
has arvived in God with perfect trust {mi- |

tabing Clirist's speech, who said: “ [ can
do nothing of myself and I judge aceord-
ing ns I bear,” and also of the Holy Ghost
or spirit, of whom he suys, he will speak

nothing of himself, biat that be will speak

that which he hears.

" now, indeed we think it better,

T. 8. CUN VN 2 avav.

“'We had hoped to be able to give some ac-
eount of the third annual convention in
Chicago, of the American Branch of Theoso-
phists, but eannot give the room, to day more

" than that it was harmonious, pleasent, profit-

able, aud very fully attended by the delegates
from all parts of the Uhnited Sfates. Aspecial
defegate from England brought a letter and
news from Madam Blavatsky, We will
Sfurnishi the. proceedings when published in
pamphlet form, postage.free, for 25 cents.

_THE MORRIS TYPE WRITER,
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forit, See“ad.” on anotherpage: We think so
much of it that we are willing to let our
friends have a chance for one, with but littie
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we will send a Morris Type Writer as a pre-

mium to the person getting up the club,
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- and expianation of, the olaims of Christian Science
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titioners it is particulnrly suited, Retail price 10e,
Discounnt on quantity. HNepmetic Publishing Co.,
206 8. Lincoln Htreet, Chicago.

SOLAR BIOLOGY.
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trath in o readable a form-as “Solar Biology.” De
you wish to rend the prophecies of the planets for
yourself nnl friends, you ean leava how from this
volunie. Seat pastpaid on receipt.of $5.00.  Her-
metic Publishing Co., 206 8. Lincoln 8t., Chicago.

. LOOK HERE!

Tor the next three months, we will, on re-
ceipt of 25 cents, send to any akdress, post
trew, FIVE siunple copies of different pam:
philets, magazines, ete., whose tofal retail
price will average 50 cents or move. Ilun-

s Pug. Cog, 200 8, Lineoln St., Chicago.
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