
g -e s p  TT3srai)B3i4©a7^.asrE>x3srG. ■v

Vo l u me  II. , CHICAGO, APRIL, 1889. Number 1,

THE HEl^METIBT,
Published overy month at

206 9  Lin c o l n  St ., Ch ic a g o , III.''* ■
» BT

TH E HERMETIC PUBLISHING CO.,
To whom all communications may bo addressed.

S U B S C R IP T IO N  B A T E S —One copy, ono year, one 
dollar, lu  advance.

A D V E R T IS I N G  R A T E S —Ono iucb, ono tlmo, one 
dollar for each ono thousand circulation.

W. P. PHELON. M.D.
MRS. M. M. PHELON, O.S.B. } E d i t o r s .

Entered as second class matter at the Chicago, IlliuuiH. foot 
ORlce, May 16,1866.

B A M A Y A N A  T H E O S O P H IO A L  S O C IE T Y , 
M eets every  S unday afternoon. Tlmo, 3 o'clock. 
P lace , SOUS. Lincoln 6t. All Thoosophists visiting 
Chicago a re  cord ially  invited. So, also, a re  n il w ho 
Book th e  T ru th  fo r th e  T ru th ’s sake. T he llrs t 
S unday o f qjtnh month i s a  closed m eeting  fo r The- 
n soph is tso n ly . W. 1*. P iib lo k , Prex.: Blits. A. Rf. 
HATCH, tiec'y; 0̂G R. L incoln s tre e t , Chicago.

X When this paragraph is marked with a blue 
cross it  shows our friends that their time has 
expired, and we shall be happy to receive a 
renewal o f  their subscription soon.

R E M O V A L .

Our patrons and friends will notice that 
wo itave removed our ottlee to 205 S. Lincoln 
St., where we can be reached by any one of 
three lines of street cars. This gives us, in 
many respects, a much more desirable loca 
tion, and from whence we hope to be able to 
greet our readers for years to come.

CONTENTS.
My Brother,—L. A. II. - 40
The Valley of Souls,—Charles G. Leland. 49 
Understanding Essential to Knowledge,—

M. M. PhelmVjC, S.B. . - - - .52
May Number. . . . . .  55
JJook Notices. . . .  - -  ̂ - 55

MY BROTHER.
W ho i£ m y bro ther ?

A ll w ho In w an t and need,
In  w ear.iioss o r d reariness 

F o r my assistance  plead.

M y brother-lie, the rich and great,
My bro ther, u i r th o  poor;

ftly b ro ther ho who rides in s ta te ;
T he beggar a t  m y door.

My b ro ther ho o f every  race- 
O f ev e ry  land am i c lim e;

Not less m y In-other when his phi 
L ies ou tho U ivseen shores o f  ti

My b ro th er w hen h e’s grand anil go 
O r w hen he 's moan and base;

My b ro th er even though 
H e brings me sad disgraco.

T he life tha t stir»  in every  thing,
T h a t rides upon th e  sto rm ;

Tho b eau ty  dw olling  in th e  rose;
* T h e  silence o f  th e  thorn.

T ho life th a t  moves tlm low ly worm,
O r sw ings the s ta rs  ou high;

Tho fovee th a t  d rives the ocean tide,
Or pain ts the evening sky.

T h a t life  o r pow er o f every kind 
I s  each ak in  to me,

As good is F a ttie r, F irs t  U real C ause 
O f a ll th a t  w as, o r Is, o r Is to be.

L . A. It.

THE VALLEY OF SOULS.
EA.IIY of the misery songs of 

the Western World; weary of 
its air, and steam, and pain; 
weary of polemics, and wire 
drawn romance, and faded 
sentiment. Art thou weary 
of all this? When that hour 
comes take refuge in India of 
the olden time—in tho India 

if Kalidasa, where the King Dushmanta 
woo-* Saeoontala under palms; where the 
gazelle starts in the quiet noontide at the 
footstep of the solemn-eyed Brahmin. In 
the inl\tritely deep, solemnly -joyful India



. where man for the first and last time declared 
V and determined to himself what was eternal 

truth, and In that faith lived and died. In 
that glorious India which gave to the world 
a glorious drama, like that of Shakespeare, 
and the most perfect sublime poem ever 
written in the Maha Bahrata—a poem before 
Which the highest flight of Milton is trifling, 
and the genius of the whole West, feeble. 
Believest thou not, read—-and find in it the 
grand primeval epic of which the Iliad and 
Song of the Nibelung, and ail Norse, and- 
Finnish Saga Cycles, and Slavonian Itukopsls, 
and Kraiodvoskys are reflections, echoes, 
after-songs.

I  might speak much longer of the senti 
ment of the East; but what I  now have in 

.hand is one of its legends which lies before 
me in French, which I  translate, trusting that 
it may prove as pleasing to the reader as it 
has been to me.

According to Indian tradition, below the 
earth, in the second sphere of inferior 
heavens, whither sun-rays never pierce, there 
lies a vast valley, half-lighted or ever in 
Strange twilight.

There an unearthly bluish foliage gleams 
in phosphorescent light on the trees; the 
plants, strangely formed, are only crystal-, 
iizations of different colors, their flowers are 
wildly expanding gems, leaves of emerald 
and topaz, calyxes of amethysts, chrysoprus 
and garnet, daisies of diamond, lotuses of all 
marvels, all gleam and wildfire, and mystery 
and change.

In the midst of this strange twilight ail is 
silence. There is heard neither the song of 
a bird uor the murmur of a bee. Any earthly 
being would die there. liven the wind is 
never heard to murmur among those motion 
less trees.

A great lake, fed by no source, fills the 
lower portion of the valley, not with bound 
ing, sounding water, but with a solemn bed 
of white vapor, which bathes without wetting 
the feet of mountains, the base of promon 
tories, or winds like a gleaming scarf around 
shining islands.

But there is movement in this silent lyorld. 
Across the vapory sea flit forms, not of flesh* 
and blood, but almost of the same substance 
us the like in which they continually sink and 
rise. At times they leave it and wander or 
flit along the silent shore.

Breaming, dreaming ever, lost amid a real 
unreal, not life, not death, what are they ?

TUOy llYti UObWtStSU ItUVll £/«0V ..
life, for. they aretho souls which await a n6\v 
existence on earth. After having been judg 
ed by the terrible and Incorruptible Yama, at 
once the Pluto and Minos of the Hindoo hell; 
after having been duly punished for their 
sins or rewarded for their good lives; after 
having been reconciled to Brahma the Pre 
server, and Shiva the Destroyer, they await 
b rths on earth, and new lives.

. One day Chitra Qoupa, the angel of green 
hue and six winged, came as first minister of 
Yama, to obtain his souls for the earth, and 
met before the gate, Scheetala, the protectress 
of children born or about to  be born. The 
green angel lowered upon her, for he saw in 
her a rival. ,

“ Comest thou again to importune us with 
griefs, and to demand forthy ‘nurslings gifts 
which only the superior gods can accord ? ”

“ Idemand nothing more,” said Scheetala, 
“ for I have obtained of Brahma what I desire 
for the benefit of all humanity, and I come to 
declare his order.”

‘‘And that?”
“ Listen, Chitra Qoupa, and be proud to 

aid me in so good and holy a work. Often 
man is born to occupy a body not to his 
liking. From this time he will be made 
aware of his future destiny, and may accept 
or refuse it. Such was the prayer I addressed 
to Brahma, and he 1ms- granted it,”

The minister of Yama, the lord of hell, 
burst into a god-like laugh. His six wings 
spread wide. Then again silent, he said, 
“ Dreamest thou, mother! Bid Brahma him 
self, intoxicated by the soft perfumes of 
Camalata, or the sweet liquor of the Amreeta 
cup, did he dream when making this promise V 
By the rivers of hell, I believe he jested with 
thee wheu lie made this promise! ”

For answer, Scheetala drew from her scar 
let robe the decree from Brahma, carefully 
wrapped in the sacred leaves of iotus and of 
cuaha, and gave it to him, while the diamond 
gate opened of itself before him.

“The world is coming to Its end!" mur 
mured Chitra Qoupa, sending out such a 
sigh that all the air-light .souls were blown 
before it over the lake-like foam before the 
wind. “ What! make man the master of ac- 

* cepting or refusing his destiny! The excess 
of kindness, oh, ancient mother, has made 
thee weak; in future there will be no souls to 
furnish,.save to the rich and powerful. Be 
fore half a century, kings will .be born with-



deserts.” y ;  ’• . >• • y
>*fL etustry !"  said thegoddess.' : ; - , • > - 
■ They swept together toward the shore 

. through the silent land, «. ' ^
’ W hoie  tho  cook novor cvew,
W h ere  th e  aim  se v e r  shone, and th e  w ind n ev e r blow.

' As he approached the lake, thesSummoning 
. . Angel read aloud from the register of fate 

the last nameson earth of six souls. As each 
name was pronounced the lake quivered, a 

; light ebullition appeared at one point of its 
misty silver surface, then a shadow shot up- 

: ward, and slowly passed to the shore. Then 
Ghitra Goupa • made known to them the 
decision of Brahma, reading to them also the 
final clause:’

“ The soul refusing to occupy the body pre 
destined for it, must remain here in the 
Silent Land among the shadows, so many 
years as it would have passed in that body.” 

Then he summoned the first soul; that of 
an old Yoghl.or saint, who had left behind in 
Mysore the tradition of a life passed in holy 
-austerities, and the most cruel self-torments.

“ Thou,” said the angel, “wiltbe born again 
in an honest family of merchants, removed 
equally from the honors which disturb rea 
son, and the misery which depraves it. Re 
joice!” “ ltejoice doubly," added Scheetala, 
“ for I  have been allowed to watch thee even 
unto the end. After having just reached the 
sweet consciousness of the light of the sun, 
and the kisses of thy mother, thou wilt, still 
wrapped in the robe of innocence, die an in- 

• fant. This time thou wilt obtain the trium 
phant prize without having striven,-without 
having suffered.”

“ Die a child!” exclaimed the old saint; 
“ what! put my lips to the edge of the cup 
without half draining it; see the gates pf life 
again open on me, aud pause at tiie thresh 
old ! Better not be bom. I  have tasted the 
joys of heaven, I wish to taste those of earth. 
I  will wait.”

And with a gesture radicating refusal, he 
plunged again Into the lake.

“ Folly is found even in seeking heaven,” 
said Chitra Goupa.

“Excessive virtue is subject to remorse- ns 
* well as vice,” said Scheetala.

The next was a beautiful Bayadere, whose 
voluptuous dances and grace had been ad 
mired by ail Benares. Her loveliness had made 
her one o f the chosen ones of the temple, a 
.favorite of the Brahmins while on darth, and

.shadow advanced, bounding as in a dance, to 
•the feet of .the divine pair, who were seated 
on a rock of malachite, deeply veined with 
gold.

“ Thou wilt be beautiful,” said the messen 
ger of-Yama, “and thy beauty will make 
thee, the wife o f a wealthy lord. He will 
lavish on thee every treasure. Rejoice!"

The soul of Bayadere thrilled as with rap 
ture, she glanced, like a fawn, around on the 
endless millions of gems, on the strange 
wealth which adorned the Land of Shadows, 
as if anticipating that these in another life 
would be regarded far differently than here.

But before assenting she asked: “ 'Will the 
Nabob be young?”

“He will be thrice thy age, but will soon 
die leaving thee hfs wealth, and then thou 
wilt marry again, one who will be young and 
beautiful.”

“And I, shall I be a mother? ”
“Thou wilt not.”
The Bayadere was at once in deep misery 
“ Without children! Disgraced again! No 

children!”
And turning away she sank deep in the 

lake, murmuring as she vanished in its shades: 
“To live without children is evei to Im 

dying.”
The messenger of Yama smiled grimly.

• “ Didst thou expect all this, oh! Mother of 
the Newly-born. All refuse what all on earth 
covet. Thy sex, gentle goddess, is as capri 
cious as ever, even in the Realm of Shadows.” 

“If the tree condemned never to bear fruit 
could speak, oil! Chitra Goupa, it would reply. 
‘Sterility is a disgrace.’ For woman it is still 
worse. Brahma, the divine, has deigned 
since the first day of creation to shave with 
her the creative power, almost from infancy 
she thrills with the aspirations of maternity; 
a woman, herself young, anticipates giving 
birth. Man, a god, thou knowest not the 
mystery of maternal feeling. Poor Bayadere, 
I  well understand her refusal! ”

“Tis well, Scheetala; but we are in clanger 
of not finding a soul willing to quit this 
valley.”

“ Well, the next is a ma n -muuI ambition — 
the great thirst for honor, moves all ins kind. 
Thj| time I shall not fail.” *

And, with a gesture, he called* the next soul. 
“ HejQice!" said Chitra Goupa, as lie came 

upward," re-joiee and thank the gods. * Thou, 
wlltJjB born a king! ”



/ “ King!" cried the soul !‘A sad and cruel 
■ trade is that in these days. To be the exe 

cutioner of one’s own family in order to 
maintain a linn hold of the people, and then, 
when one has merited the wrath of heaven, 
and the scorn of man, to become the pen- 
sioner, or prisoner of the iron armies of the 
Western woridf Never. My uncle was the 
powerful ruler of the Dekan; he put out my 
eyes with lire, fearing that I  might supplant 
him—and h e  died a wretched servant of the 
English. King! J had rather be bom in the 
humblest hut of a Pariah, than in the golden 
hails of the monarch or Delhi”

“ The danger is greater even than I feared," 
said the minister of Yama, "since even 
wealth and kingdoms are refused. But we 
are only half advanced. Onward f "

Of two souls summoned, one was to occupy 
the body of a banker who would be enor 
mously rich, while suffering much a t the 
same time from bad health. The other was 
destined to be a poor working man, butgifted 
with strength and health.

/ ‘To be miserable and healthy,” said the 
latter, “ will be to have a good stomach with 
the devil of hunger lodged in it."

"Riches in company with suffering," said 
the other, "is a garment of gold over a 
corpse."

And so both refused.
"Well, Seheetala," said the Angel of the 

Green Wings, smiling proudly, "dost thou 
still believe it  to be right to show man his 
future life, and leave it to his choice to live 
or not to live? On this condition, as I say, 
the world will soon be depopulated. Thanks 
to the prayer addressed by thee to Brahma, 
there are now five poor mothers who are 
weeping for their children born dead!"

And the goddess bowed* her head in low 
shame, making no reply.

"Believe me,” he added, "go no further, 
for no soul will again venture on the road to 
human life,”

Unfolding the register, he was about to 
erase the six names inscribed, but the last 
soul lingered near.

I t  was the shadow of a poor girl of Phtnu,* 
whose only lot on earth had been that of 
suffering. A stranger to pleasure, power or 
fortune, she had lived for years only for her 
aged mother, ami when, at Inst, she was 
about to be married to one who loved her 
well, she had perished the day before her 
nuptials, stung in the foot by a serpent.

^"JTeeble child of a fatal destiny,” said the 
angel, "Twill not say to thee as to others, 
rejoice, for I  have only to offer thee a new 
existence of pain and suffering. Two souls 
have just refused wealth and health. Thou 
art to be poor and in suffering. Wilt thou 
accept?”

Without retiring, tfce shadow rested silent, 
as if a gleam of future happiness was at last 
gleaming on her dimly.
..-“Poor daughter of suffering," exclaimed 
the kind goddess, " accept the privilege ac 
corded by Brahma, and decline. Not only 
will poverty pursue thee, and weakness and 
pain overtake thee, but finally, after a life of 
harsh field-labor, thou wilt be burned with 
thy dead husband."

But the girl’s soul asked hopefully, and al 
most with Joy:

"But will he be my  beloved; will he love 
me then as he once loved—he for whom I am 
to suffer so much?”

“ For a time—yes."
"Blessed be the holy name of Bramah—

I  ACCEPT."
A throb as of rapture, thrilled through all 

the silent land, the shadowy lives to he, threw 
their pale forms upward to the twilight, and 
the pate soul, led |>y the goddess, floated away 
over the portals of eternity, toward the world, 
while Chitrn Gouparose.to the seventh sphere, 
where the decree of Brahma was registered 
by Indra. In  his golden book of the chosen 
names of those who were in the future lives 
to reach the highest bliss, Indra wrote the 
name of the peasant girl of Patna—and, next 
to it the name of the Bayadere.

• CKAKr.ESGom-'UYLEr.AND.

UNDERSTANDING ESSENTIAL TO 
KNOWLEDGE.

With ail thy getting, get understanding.”
" There is a spirit in man, and the inspira 

tion of the Almighty giveth him understand 
ing."—-.Ton 33:8.

What is it to understand? Webster says: 
That it is to have just and adequate ideas of; 
to apprehend the meaning; to perceive; dis 
cern and believe.

Man believes, he understands, and he 
.knows. These are three distinct states of 
mind, though they appear to be one only. 
Relief begets thought, thought leads to un 
derstanding, and understanding deveiopes 
knowledge as a result. Belief is the step 

• ping stone, the way, the first point of depart
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ance, up to the positive state of conclusion/ 
and comprehension of the evidence gained- 
by Ver9onal sense, upon the subject .con 
sidered. This opens .up the state of under; 
standing, which is followed by knowledge,' 
the third state, as a result. Hartmann says: 
M Man lives in two worlds, in his* interior 

- world and in his exterior/’ Frohi the exter 
ior he reaches the plane of belief only; but 
by subjecting the experiences of this plane 
to the illuminating Impressions that come 
from the interior life, be gains knowledge, 
and from knowledge, wisdom. Man gains 
no real knowledge from the testimony of 
the senses, for personal sense at its best can 
only lead to belief; and belief is along way 
from knowledge. Knowledge can come only 
through personal experience; experience that 
comes through a perception of ideas as they 

•exist in our own minds; and as expressed by 
the words, signs and forms in the minds of 
others; then by active thought drawing a 
comparison between the evidence without 
and that which comes from within.

Says Hartmann, “ Understanding comes 
from the awakened principle of truth, and is 
self-conscious; self-sufficient; and is the 
great spiritual sun that knows that it exists. 
I t  stands higher than the intellect, and high 
er than science. I t does not need corrobora 
tion by "recognized authority,” it cares not 
for the opinions of others, knows no appeal”

“To raise our consciousness into the spirit 
ual plane,” or our understanding, “is to live;" 
but, “ to let it rest," in belief, “is to die,” con 
tinually. I t  may seem surprising to be told 
that knowledge does not come from personal 
sense, or rather as a result of the testimony 
of the senses; but if we stop a moment, to 
think, and investigate we shall see a$ once 
that we are never more entirely, more thor 
oughly deceived, than when we rest upon the 
evidence that comes to us in that way. Man 

‘ has learned this lesson, and acknowledges 
the fact every time he •calls to his aid other 
means to test and prove the correctness of 
what he sees, hears, feels or smells. He is 
not satisfied witli the evidence of any one of 
these live senses; since he tests sight with 
touch, touch with sight and smell, and hear 
ing by aii the other senses combined. Why 
should lie do this if the evidence of personal 
sense was reliable? An old sayihg is, “ See 
ing is believing," or knowing. Bo we find 

. it  so ? • Has it really ever been proved to be

of knowledge and that is through under 
standing. To gain understanding we must 
u s e , and not despise, or ignore the evideneo 
of the senses, neither should we rest upon 
their testimony;, but use them to ascertain 
our relative relation to our surroundings, 
personal; immediate and ;emote; and then 
by reason/balanced by'Intuition, or soul- 
sense, come first to belief, and from belief 
to understanding, and from understanding 
to knowledge.

' There is but one thing man knows abso 
lutely and entirely; and that is that he; the 
real, the ego, lives. He does not even know 
which state, that which lie calls life, or that 
which he calls.death, is the real. He does 
not know when he is asleep, or awake by 
any evidence that comes to him from the 
senses. He does not see himself asleep; he 
does not hear himself asleep; and he neither 
smells nor tastes himself, to prove to himself 
that lie is either awake or asleep. This 
knowledge comes from the evidence of the 
inner awakened consciousness, which proved 
his existence here, beyond a question or 
doubt. This consciousness is part of him 
self, and is intensified, and made doubly sure 
by the testimony of ail the conscious thought 
of the past ages; and gives positive proof 
and assurance, if accepted, of continued ex 
istence through all the eons of the endless 
future. This consciousness of existence 
will be the extent of his positive, or absolute 
knowledge; unless he makes, or (levelopcs 
for himself understanding; and through un 
derstanding passes up to the state of knowl 
edge. All else that now passes for knowl 
edge is simply belief. Belief is to true 
knowledge, as the passing shadow is to the 
substance; as the ripple upon the surface of 
a calm lake to the deep moving waters be 
fore a heavy gale. It may be beautiful to 
contemplate, but the ripple will never ilU a 
sail, nor prevent the stagnation of the waters, 
nor the formation of the miasmatic slime of 
decaying vegetation upon the surface; nor the 
consequent destruction of the animal life 
within; while the deep moving waters are 
powerful for good; a constant renewing 
force within itself for itself, and everything 
cantuined therein. Is seeing believing, or 
Wiowing? Neither. Let a-man put one 
hand hi hot, and the other in cold water, and 
after .a few moments plunge both into tepid 
water; what will the evidence of the senses



fee? He sees and feels, and yet the evidence 
from one hand would be that the water was 
cold; from the other that it was hot. Bid the 
sense of sight, or the knowledge gained from 
the other senses, change the evidence of per 
sonal sense or give true knowledge? Does 
it prove that seeing, or feeling, is believing, 
or knowing? Yet belief passes for knowl 
edge. ■ ■ >

Man reads from the book of nature, as 
from the stars, the clouds, the waters, and 
the earth; he studies and ponders and comes 
to understand, or thinks he does; that be 
cause certain things appear to be, other 
things must follow in sequence. He may 
himself have passed up through the states 
of belief, and understanding to the plane of 
knowledge. He writes out the results of his 
observations; gives them to his friends; 
teaches his children, and youth, what he be- 
Uevesor understands; and his children rever 
encing his words and reasonable explana 
tions, believe what he says because he said 
it; and they believe also that they have 
knowledge of everything that thus appears 
to them. But this is not their knowledge; 
in fact it is not knowledge to them at all; it 
rises no higher than belief.

Everything that comes to man’s conscious 
ness from without, as from books, is but a 
matter of belief. There is not an item of 
true knowledge to the reader in what he 
reads. I t  may have been knowledge to him 
who wrote because it came to him from the 
outer, through the inner by means of his 
higher senses, as a result of thought and ex 
perience, which developed understanding 
and from that, knowledge. I do not know 
simply because niy senses approve of what 
is written. Neither do I know because it is 
told to me by teachers or preachers, lawyers 
or doctors. I  do not know because I see. 
In fact, f do not know anything because it 
is presented to my consciousness by personal 
sense. This that passes current for knowl 
edge is simply bismuk, whether it comes 
from reading the Bible, “ Science and 
Health," or Blackstone's Commentaries. Nei 
ther does a majority belief imply knowledge; 
since, as belief, it is only the stepping stone 
that lends up to knowledge. As such it is 
entitled to our respect, and in no case should 
be discarded or denounced; but hailed as a 
fuiger-post from the past to guide us in the 
future up to understanding. I t  is th.e ten 
dency of mankind generally to rest and be

satisfied with belief. In  that satisfaction 
consists the error. a

IIow then shall man receive or gain knowl 
edge? By getting understanding. "What is 
understanding? I t is the power of perceiv 
ing the meaning of the thoughts, that come 
to us out of the great thought currents of 
the universe. What i^ it to perceive? I t  is 
the power of vibrating in and through our 
own unseen, spiritual nature, the thoughts 
emanating from Supreme Intelligence, and 
thus making them a part of ourselves. The 
undesrtanding then is a  power, a  positive 
condition of one’s own conscious mentality; 
arising from within, instead of from without, 
a receptive condition that leads only to be 
lief. If it  were simply negative, it might or 
might not vibrate; but being-positive or 
spiritual it vibrates always with certainty; 
and that certainty brings knowledge. Belief 
is the negative state and hence is not knowl 
edge.

The question may arise, Can belief under 
any circumstances be changed into knowl 
edge? Yes, even as the negative state may 
give place to a positive; but the line of sep 
aration is distinct and the states are not in- 

, terehangeable. We do not know that which 
we believe; nor believe £hat which we know. 
What should we think of a child even, who 
should say, I believe, two times two are four. 
IIow shall the change take place? If  by the 
persistent positive power of my thought, 
added to the positive spiritual power of your 
thought, or the reverse, we can set up in the 
thought currents, as they tiow through our 
mentality, a vibration answering to our be 
lief; and understand the cause as well as the 
effect, then will our beliefs become the things 
we think they are. In other words our be 
liefs have led to thoughts, and thoughts cor 
rected by intuition, have produced under 
standing, and if through our underbtanding 
we perceive the law, it then becomes certain 
knowledge to us. if  this be belief with un 
derstanding, then belief without understand 
ing remains belief still. By persistence of 
belief without understanding, we may create 
vibrations of thought, which reacting may 
possibly overwhelm us. The beliefs of a na 
tion, a people, a race; a sect, may become fixed 
facts, materialized for the benefit or injury 
of those accepting such beliefs, and Still such 
nations, race, people or sect be none the 
wiser. In all -races there are such beliefs, 
dnd th^y' manifest themselves' under the
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heredity, &c. Such beliefs are not born of 
understanding, but from the evidence of per 
sonal sense, which as I  have shown, can not 
yield knowledge. Their effects are but the 
working out of the law of mortal mind, 
which is but belief without understanding, 
and has no binding power uponhim who un 
derstands the higher, perfect law of the 
Spirit. I t  is claimed that there are those 
who can over-ride the laws af the universe, 
simply because the beliefs of mankind have 
set up certain vibrations in the thought cur 
rents; but any law that can be broken or 
overcome is but a law of mortal mind, 
.created by a belief, and thus is no law at ail. 
God’s laws are unchangeable and unbreaka 
ble, because they are of the Spirit. Laws of 
mortal mind that unbalance or disturb, even 
apparently, the universal harmony of our 
physical being, are better broken than obeyed; 
and such are tire so-called laws of health, of 
which we hear so much. Now if I  can send 
to you strong true thought, prompted and 
given impulse by love, out of the great spir 
itual storehouse of thought, that meeting 
your thought, shall set up new vibrations, 
strong enough to chauge the polarity of the 
ultimate atoms of your physical; I  can 
set up a change that may seem miraculous, 
though it will in no sense be a miracle, only 
a result produced by understanding the law 
that governs the lower consciousness, or body, 
and bringing it out of a negative state into 
a positive condition, which is the state of 
lieulth.

Do you believe that you can be injured, 
overpowered, or distressed by the presence 
of any external condition, as wind or weath 
er; rain or snow; heat or cold; eating too 
much or too little; or be made sick by loss, 
of sleep, etc., then you yourself are re 
sponsible for the result, since the belief 
makes you negative, and thus renders it. 
easy for you to be overcome. You become a 
law unto yoursolf to prbduce the result, and 
the belief becomes manifest upon your bodies 
as colds, fevers, dyspepsia, and even general 
debility. Do you desire to free yourselves 
from these conditions ? Then reverse belief, 
by reverse, I  mean believe in the presence of 
good, take it as a stepping-stone, and climb up 
to the understanding that you become a law 
unto yourselves, either for- good or evil con 
ditions, or'states, and can determine.what 
•your.stafce shall be under.such circumstances.

. j. v u  v m a .... .-
■■ without, the vibrations that shail control the 
environments. Every state and condition 
then of the human'family is a result either 
directly or indirectly of belief, except the 
fact of existcnoe and the knowledge of that 
fact. Beliefs are the crystalization of thoughts 
before they shall have been manifested upon 
ihe outwardness, or body; which is the sign 
and symbol of ail manifestation. If we 
would control conditions, overcome results 
of belief, as manifested by sin, sickness, pov 
erty, discord and crime; then must belief 
give place to understanding, and this under 
standing to knowledge; and this knowledge 
used to protect and "free ourselves and others 
from the errors of mortal mind.
, Do not be content with belief, no matter 
how strong, or pure, or beautiful it may be, 
for it can take you no farther than the plane 
of the lower consciousness, and touches not 
the real, the substantial and eternal truth of 
being. They who are wise will heed the 
counsel of Solomon, and seek first, last and 
all the time, to “ (Jet Understanding,” and 
having obtained it, to hold it fast, for out of 
it, and it only, can come that knowledge 
which merges into soul force, and becomes 
the drapery of Spirit.

if. M. Pfii-xoK, O .U .
. MAY NUMBER.

We expect to commence, in May, the pub 
lication of “ The Mysteries of the Sphinx and 
the Pyramids,” a translation from the French 
describing some of the soul-thrilling events 
of the ancient initiations. We have much 
matter crowding upon us, and could easily 
give twice the amount every month. If 
everyone to whom the magazine has eorno, 
would renew their subscription at once, aud 
send us oue more, we could also grow at 
once. Can’t you put a single dollar into 
such au advantageous speculation. We feel 
the impulses of your good will. Can’t you
materialize it. _____  ____

BOOK NOTICES.
A  A'ludj/ o f .Viiiii The Wtty to Ifnatth .— Or. Thick'* 

now book la romlv for delivery . W hoever haa read hia 
“ OhrlatoA,” “ Itii'MIe o f K idd ies.".“ T h e  Roerot Hoot, 
rlno,” n r  “ T he N oturo nmt nim o r Theosophv,*' cun u n  
d erstand  w hat m ight be expected  in th is  liis la s t  mot 
boat work which su rpasses expo rta tio n  oven. Says 
tho (Hne.hmati Commercial in a  colum n nnil'a  h a lf o f re  
view:

“ l ie  baa given in it tho oaseucoof m a tu re  experb ’ree  
and redaction, uml also  o f  th a t d eep er tonight o f  w hich 
ovary mind 1ms n share, how ever d ifficult i t m ay ho to  
In te rp re t and ex p ress . , *

T he way to h ea lth  th a t the Dotjto’f w rite s  a b o u t is 
m etaphysical,-}a tl\e  broad sense  o f th e  w ord, and  in



' the  natu re  o f  th ings could n o t bo o therw ise . Man ilas 
' no t solved h is  problem , b u t  th e  sign “  No thorough '
. fare" n ev e r and  nev er w ill discourage him. N ecessity , 
im pulse and  reason  a il com pel him to  choose & course 
through  life . H e w ho d r if ts  and  believes no th ing  has 
a  course and  a  creed  a s  m uch as an y  one, and is a p t 
to On I th a t  d ispensing  w ith  a  p ilot and  a  com pass, bo- 
cause n e ith e r  is p erfec t, does n o t a ssis t navigation nor 
abolish its  ragged  dem ands.

Dr. B uck can  speak o f  th e  psychical n a tu re  o f  tuan 
a f te r  a  long  sciontitiu s tu d y  o f  it  in connection w ith  
physiology. T h is  psychical im tnro he says Is th e  la s t 
stronghold o f  su p e rs titio n  aud Ignorance; aud h iaob-

iaot is to th ro w  some fay s o f  lig h t in th a t  d irection , a f  
a r investiga ting  the sub ject, a s fa r  as he has been ab le , 
on the physical basis. Ho does not believe th a t  there 

a re  more a th e is ts  am ong tho  physic ians th a n  in  o th e r

Iirofessions o r  w alks o f  Jdfo. F o r  h is ow n p a r t  he f in d s . 
n n a tu r e s  co n s tan t fac to r in w h a t is called  variab ility  
and  he finds d iv in ity  in m an; th a t “ those tw o  a re  in 

essence one, and  th a t therefo re  G oduud n a tu re  a re  no t 
a t  c ross purposes."
. T h e  a u th o r  bus p roduced in th is volum e a  rem ark- 
ab le  rev iew  o f  advanced know ledge on th e  n a tu re  and 
d e s tin y  o f  hum an life . In  biology,* psychology and 
physiology i t  is  a  condensed trea tise , a id e  and w ith o u t 
o b scu rity . I n  m oral purpose i t  ia e lev a ted  and no  one 
cou ld  read, o r  ra th e r  s tu d y , i ts  w ise and  en ligh tened  
v iew s w ith o u t special in stru c tio n  and genera l benefit." 
P rice , $1.50. IlEHM ETie P u n . Go., &XJ S< L incoln St., 
Chicago, 111. _________________

The  Golden Fleece, By Thomas F rederick  Pago, is  one 
o f  those books trea tin g  o f  tho ancien t C abalistic work, 
and th e  traces lo ft upon our language and  in fac t a ll 
language, by th e  a tte m p t to leave  records o f  know* 
ledge, th a t  could be understood and  used only  by 
in itia tes. W o m ust confess to b u t  slig h t knowlcdgo 
of tho p erm uta tions o f th e  Cabala. Mr. Pago's oonrlit* 
sion a rc  very  unu iuc find envious in w h a tev e r light 
they muy bo regarded . T hey  indicate  also  laborious 
research , and  patien t s tu d y  in  n Hold th a t  w ould  he 
very  d ry  bones to a  la rge  mnj <rity o f  tho  p resen t gen* 
oration. Some o f  bis resu lts  a re  very  s ta r tlin g . I t  is 
p rin ted  find lK>un<t handsom ely and w e can send it  by 
m ail post f re e  for fct.oo, H e r m e t i c  p u b .  Go., s . 
L incoln St., Chicago, 111.

Orlf/in t\f Worlds,—I* ano th er cu rious bonk by Seth 
1C. W arren, trea tin g  o f  the know n and the supposed 
conditions o f  tho U niverse in i ts  cy c les  upon cy c les ; 
o f  th e ir beginning, end ing  and action
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O f  © v e sy  d e a o r lp t to a  P r o m p t ly  a n d  C a r e f u l l y  
d o n e  k a  t h e  m o o t  a r t i s t i c  m a i m e r  fry 
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No. 52 W ab ash  Av e.

R t m o e r  & Co . nmko a  specia lty  o f  th e  fine binding 
and repairing  o f  choice books. F o r th is d ep a rtm en t o f  
h is business, he has th e  m ost am ple facilities and ox. 
p o  fenced w orkm en. O rders by m ail g iven bnmodinto 
a tten tio n .

A I flT of F re e  Sam ples. N ew  Goods. Send Stamp. 
1»U 1 B . D. E w en , A ugusta , Ga.

S ’ O B  S a £ e 3̂
S uburban iota, a t  W ashington H eigh ts; 25 X 123 fee t, 

advantageously  located. A good chance fo r invest- 
m oot in Gldcngo re a lty . E asy  to m s . F o r  p articu la rs  
add ress L. R. PHELON,

200  S .  L incoln St.,
C H IC A G O , ILL ..

HIGHLAND SOTO
No. 808 Grand Ave., Milwaukee, Wig. Free 
Sunday evening leutttres at 7:30. gcriptura voaiiliigs, Wodaos- 
days, a t fiilHl I'.St., by Prof. ft. J, and Mrs. £. B. Batts, Classen 
for iiiBtructlon—Opeu to new inomliers—Formed monthly. 
Tho fnumJoru of the Highland School have abuuduut lack- 
grouml o f roforences, on application, to cases of successful 
treatment ofCnncer.Tilmot', Dropsy, Deafness, Weak Eyesight, 
SpiiiAl Curvature, Consumption, in Us so-called "lust stages,” 
eta., through tho Science of Mind as 'taught in their classes. 
Tr*.tT«swTS, S to lk A,M. and ldo 5 P.M.
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The Oldest and Most Reliable Stamp Man* 
ufacturer in the United States*

Hakes a Specialty of Hail Orders for Linen Markers, 
Pocket Stamps, Self-Inkers, &o.

Midget Solf-Inking Stamps, from 75c to $1,50* 
Name Stamps, for Linen, Best India Ink, 60o 
Pen and Pencil Stamps, with one Hue complete, 35c 
Watch Case Stamps, from - - $1,125 to $1.50
Pocket Stamps, “ - - - 50o to $1,00
Locket Stamps, * - - . - 760
S m s  Wheel, Itibbon Dates, - - $fl.©0
Printing Wheels for marking Wrapping

Paper, &c. - - _ - $4.00 lo $8.00

Self-Inking Stamps. Plain Dicr. Dest. $2.50 
“  ** •• With Dates, - $3.50

Notary Pitblio on Corporation Seals, - - $3.00
• Wax Seals, - ‘ - - * - $1.26
Line Dating Stamps, . . . .  $1.26
Excelsior Self-Inking Pads, - - • 25o to 75c

'Metal Body, Rubber Faced Type and Solid Rub 
ber type. Skhd toR  CinuiiLAtt.

M ention Tu b  H rauE tisT  wlieu you order.


