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who, by the way, is to visit Australia next yearthat “a man. is the same five minutes after death as
he was five minutes before death, that he has
memory, and that, for a time he continues to take
an interest in the affairs of eaith.
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Assuming this to be a fact—and there are those
of us who consider the statement to . avX. ,
abundantly proved—there is nothing in w ic
e
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scientists on the Other Side are likely to take a
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livelier interest than in devising means for transter
Reports of Societies .. ................................
ring wireless speech to recipients on this mun ane
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plane. There are now many great scientists just
over the way—far more than at any other stage m
The Editorial Chair
the history of mankind—and there is reason to
believe that a considerable number are acting m
concert for the specific purpose named.
The Spiritual World and Wireless.
may, in fact, at the present time, be ready to trans
There are doubtless many people who feel that mit their messages. But before they can operate
the successful accomplishment of international in this direction a sufficiently sensitive receiver must
broadcasting is but the preliminary to a further be provided. In other words, there must be co
development along the same line of an even more operation on this side. Perhaps mankind is uncon
sensational nature, involving the receipt of audible sciously working in this direction to-day by the
messages from a domain of existence invisible to wonderful progress that is now being made in
mortal eyes. Of course this amazing phenomenon broadcasting. And it is interesting to note that
has already been realised at what are known as Australia is playing a leading part in this develop
Direct-voice seances. But the world does not ment !
*
believe that, and we are not now referring to this
particular mode of communication. We are allud
A few weeks ago a series of special experiments
ing to the time when wireless telephony, as we was conducted between America and this country,
know it to-day, will be no longer restricted to the and the results on certain nights were almost stag
physical order of things—when transmitters with gering in their clearness. Although separated by
in the Veil will succeed in sending messages which a distance of 16,000 miles, voices came in a flash
will be audible to their co-operating1 confreres on from the KDKA station, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
this side of Life through the agency of much more and were at times, so distinctly heard in Australia
sensitive receiving instruments than any in use and New Zealand that one could scarcely realise he
to-day.
was listening to a friend in the land of the Stars
If this sounds fantastic, or impossible, to any of and Stripes. Punctually at 8 p.m., Melbourne
our readers they may, not inappropriately, be re time, on a wave length of 63 metres, an American
minded that the broadcasting achieved at the pre
sent time would have seemed equally “impossible” voice was heard. “Good evening, everybody,” it
to sceptics of a few years ago. The seemingly began. “This is KDKA, the Westinghouse Manu
miraculous is always laughed out of court when facturing and Electric Company of Pittsburgh,
some venturesome soul is “mad” enough to make the Pennsylvania, U.S.A., broadcasting especially for
suggestion. But somehow or other, these far-see the. Melbourne Herald, Melbourne, Australia. It
ing individuals have a peculiar knack of “coming is not often that K,DKA broadcasts phonograph
into their own”—although they may be what records, but owing to the difficulty in getting artists
the world calls “dead” when that time arrives. But to the station at 5 a.m., records will have to suffice
they are not deprived of the satisfaction attending for the tests.” Several gramophone selections
the realisation of their predictions on that account. were then rendered, and were received at “loud
They know it all the same! They are only “dead” speaker” volume, the special “electric pick-up”
to the spiritually blind of earth, and are actually fitted to the gramophone at KDKA enhancing the
transmission. Among the items were “Under the
more alive than 'ever. As they themselves sing:
Double Eagle,” “Philadelphia All The Time,” and
We are the living.
“I Never Knew.” “Home Sweet Home,” by the
You are the dead!
That is a little way they have of turning the Australian singer, Miss Amy Evans, came through
tables on us! And being participators in the “more perfectly, and this notwithstanding the fact that a
But
abundant life” it is not difficult to understand that thunderstorm was in progress at the time.
they virtually mean what they say.
Such being the most remarkable feature of all was the hearing
the case, what more natural than that the scientifi- of the ticking of a clock.
fally-minded among them should desire to demon
$ * $ *
strate the truth of survival beyond all possible
“Can you hear the clock ticking?
It is about
‘f !hey tbink can be clone bY wireless five feet from the microphone,” remarked the Pittsthru u certa‘n^y make the attempt. Before this burg announcer. And however incredible
mcucmoie it may
ever h '
be entertained bY the reader, how- seem to people generally, the ticking of that clock
th#
for him to accept the dictum of was clearly audible in Australia! After such a feat
London—Dr, Winnington Ingram, as that, the man who uses the word “impossible”
The Living Dead and Direct Voice . . .
Predictions of World-wide Trouble . . .
Mysterious Faces in Cathedral................
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in the future can only be designated either an ignor
amus or a fool. We have no warrant for saying
anything is impossible in the realm of scientific
attainment. And a similar declaration may, with
equal justification, be made in respect to those spiri
tual developments which are at last compelling the
attention of many 'eminent minds in various parts
of the world. Those developments have been in
progress for over seventy years. They commenced
with the birth of Modern Spiritualism, they have
gradually been increasing in number and complex
ity, and we may now be approaching a climax
which will for all time settle the oft-asked ques
tion : “If a man die, shall he live again?” Sir
Oliver Lodge evidently entertains a similar opin
ion. Speaking in the chapel of Manchester Col
lege during the recent annual meeting of the Bri
tish Association for the Advancement of Science,
at Oxford, he referred to the augury held out by
Lord Balfour, who is a profound student of the psy
chical, that after this meeting of 1926 at Oxford
some new great revolution would occur in Science.
“What revolution?” asked Sir Oliver, and pro
ceeded :
Lord Balfour could not tell us. Neither he nor we
have the faculty of prediction, but if I am to make a
guess I would say that, whereas all through the 19th
century, and up to the present time, we have been
dealing chiefly with the material world, there now
lies before us the discovery of the spiritual world.
The spiritual world is no novelty in religion, but it
is a novelty in science. It is not yet accepted, but
the indications are that it will not be so very long
before this question, too, will be asked by Science
and will begin to be answered.
Does man survive? If he does, then the present
man is not the highest being we have cognisance of.
We are not limited to our animal existence; we go
on with the adventure, we rise to become beings of
a higher order, and once we have stepped over the
limit, the grave, the gate of death, there is no end to
the ascent. We are surrounded by intelligence; space
is full of it. It does not make any appeal to our
senses. We do not know of it in that way, but it is
coming into touch with us; it is coming within our
ken; we shall feel that we are not lonely, isolated,
separated, but that we are surrounded by a cloud of
witnesses, and by a company of helpers in a marvel
lous spiritual world of which we have hitherto been
scientifically ignorant.

I have not the weight of Science behind me in
saying this. Many will disagree, but I think that that
kind of evidence is coming, and will be attended to,
will force itself upon our attention, and that before
the British Association meets again in Oxford our
aspect of the universe will be revolutionised once
more and beyond all previous scope.

* * * *
If this prophecy is to be fulfilled, we shall not
have very long to wait, for the Association is to
meet again at Oxford some five or six years hence!
Among the “company of helpers,” to .whom Sir
Oliver refers, are the greatest scientific minds of
all the ages.who are still engaged in endeavouring
to unravel “the Riddle of the Universe” and striving
to co-operate with their colleagues of earth in de
monstrating that the spiritual and material worlds
interblend and that intercourse, by various
means, may be effectively established. One of
these means, we believe, will be wireless telephony.
The ether has been poetically described by the great
British scientist and Spiritualist as “the garment of
God.” It is being utilised to-day in playing a
wonderful part in the material advancement of hum
anity—to-morrow it may play an equally wonder
ful part in the spiritual enlightenment of the race,
The two worlds are one—the inner and the outer,
the one including and transcending the other, both
governed by Natural laws adapted to their respec
tive requirements and both doubtless composed of
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the one mysterious element, or substance, or what
ever it may be called, in different forms of manifes
tationthe inscrutable and altogether baffling
Ether!
* * * *
In the Ether we live, and move, and have our
being. Without its cohesive influence the cosmos
would immediately be reduced to chaos. It is the
binding force which keeps the atoms in their places
it interpenetrates the densest forms of physical mat
ter, it fills all space and is the medium which brings,
light and heat from the sun to dwellers on this
terrestrial plane. And for aught we know it may
constitute the atmosphere of the spiritual world and
be the material out of which all spiritual bodies
are fashioned. Someday we may know more of
this mystery. And perhaps the elucidation will
come through the agency of spiritual wireless!
Anyway, we are living in a wonderful age and
should by this time be fully prepared for any sur
prise that the future may reveal.

Wayside Notes.
------------ ♦------------

Hell Dismissed—With Costs!
The ecclesiastical jury has been a long time arriv
ing at its verdict, but it seems to have “got there
*
at last! When we find the Bishop of Liverpool
(Dr. David) who presided at the Church Congress
held at Southport. England, at the beginning of
October, denouncing the preaching of “the fear of
bell,” we may reasonably assume that the death
knell has been sounded of the heinous doctrine of
eternal physical torture.
“One could understand it once,” declared the
Bishop, “when everybody took it for granted that
an eternity of physical suffering was the probable
fate of many, but that old symbol had now gone,
and it was questionable whether the Church did
well to adhere to it.”
Such a deliberate utterance is almost enough to
make Calvin “turn in his grave!” All his burn
ing coals have been quenched and his sulphurous
clouds dispersed at one fell swoop! Even Evan
gelist Nicholson, who has been trying to suffocate
certain Australian localities with this hideous
teaching, will begin to quake in his shoes! It is
no joke to be robbed of part of your stock-in-trade
in this ruthless fashion! But, there, he need not
despair! He can substitute the eternal and allembracing love of God. He certainly cannot have
both!
As a matter of fact, to do justice to the Church of
England, it has been long recognised that the doc
trine of eternal punishment formed no part of the
official teaching of that Church. That had been
confirmed by a decision of the Privy Council,
which was said to have “dismissed hell, with costs.
But it is, apparently, still open to those who wish
to do so, to preach it. Hen.ce the discouragement
voiced by the Bishop of Liverpool. All the accre
dited leaders of the Church, in fact, have brought
themselves into line with the views of the late Dean
Farrar as expressed in his “The Larger Hope.”
And there is no difference between those views and
the dictum of Spiritualism on the point!
The abolition of a material hell, however, bv no
means dismisses the fact of punishment for those
who deserve it. Another hell still remains and is
sometimes described by those on the Other Side as
worse than physical torment. It consists of mental
anguish—poignant remorse. It is a condition of
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hich the old and erroneous conception was
” Untied to symbolise.
•
The mistake made by the Church was in inter
line the Scriptural teaching literally. That was
Calvin fell! He failed to make allowance
tor the play of the Oriental mind, and consequently
Xifased imagery with literal truth. But he knows
better now. and we must try to overlook his fail
ing notwithstanding the insanity that has doubt
less been produced by his teachings.
Scene at Church Congress.
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We confess we were somewhat perplexed by a
cable to which prominence was given in the Mel
bourne Press about three weeks ago and which
gave brief particulars of what was described as “the
most remarkable scene ever known at a Church
Congress.” The Congress was the one referred
to in the foregoing Note, and the “scene” followed
the reading of “a notable paper” written just be
fore his death by Professor Adami, a pathologist,
who was said to be “well-known in Great Britain
and Canada.” This, however, was probably the
first time that most people had heard of his name!
Professor Adami died towards the end of August
and left a document in which he stated:
I want to make it clear that a scientist may arrive
at a clear knowledge of religious truth by the very
methods employed at his own work. More and more
as the years passed I became convinced that the love
of God is everything, and if man possesses this all
other things are secondary. This life is not the end;
the soul is immortal.

That was all, and yet the confession was deemed
of such impressiveness that the Archbishop of York
raised his hand and said: “These words from a
dying man are too important for us to pass quickly
to lesser things.” He then asked for silent medi
tation, and “everybody in the crowded hall rose up
and stood silently while the hands of the clock
passed three minutes.”
It was no doubt “a remarkable : scene!”
But
what was it all about? At the most, it was simply
the testimony of a scientist that the love of God is
everything and that death does not end all. There
is nothing new in that. Sir Oliver Lodge has said
the same thing time after time, and has, more
over, been brave enough to face his opponents and
declare: “I say it because I know that certain
friends of mine who have died still exist, because I
have talked with them.”
Yet no Church Congress has felt itself awe-struck
by this declaration of the greatest living British
physicist! Why not? Is added importance to be
attributed to the declaration of Professor Adami
because he was “a dying man?” With all due de
ference to the departed, we prefer the testimony of
“a living man,” who has been game to face, here
and now, all the ridicule that has been showered
upon him and to stake his unique scientific reputa
tion on what he believes to be truth.
When Sir Oliver joins his scientific confreres in
the Great Beyond we shall expect the Church Con
gress to stand “in silent meditation,” not for three
minutes only, blit for an hour in his honour! And
even then it will still owe him more than it will be
able to pay!

What is Meant by “ Belief?”
.Z
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There is a lot of meaningless talk about “belief”
m the Orthodox Churches.
We never write un
kindly, blit it is nevertheless a truism that many
th
^,ose Churches profess to believe in
e Chiiitj for instance, without in the least degree
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realising what is actually meant by the expression.
I’or such belief to possess any value worthy of
consideration one must be prepared to follow in
His steps in every circumstance of life. We must
fearlessly champion His precepts, faithfully emulate
His example, defend Him whenever and wherever
He is held in derision, face persecution without
complaining, pray for our enemies, go with Him to
Gethsemane and lay down, our lives, should the
necessity arise, rather than deflect a hair’s breadth
from the straight and narrow path (He so clearlydefined.
That is what real belief in the Christ means.
There can be no half-measures about it. It must
be all or nothing. And unless those who profess to
“believe” in Efim are prepared to accept these condi
tions, their belief is as “sounding brass and a tink
ling cymbal.” How many are there in the Churches
that bear His name who realise the obligations en
tailed when their lips move to the words—“I believe
in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ,
Elis only Son, our Lord?” They little understand
what they are committing themselves to!
Belief does not imply mere intellectual assent. In
the case of a leader, such as the Christ, it means
willingness to sacrifice everything for His sake.
Or, rather, it ought to.,Anything short of this, is
merely make-believe. The world has had enough
of that. It has entered on the practical stage in
matters religious. If we are asked any question at
all on arrival within the Veil, it will not be, “What
did you believe?” but “What did you do?” Things
take a very practical turn in the Land of Reality,
and that is why so many folk feel so abashed on
awakening to spiritual consciousness 1

The

Reality
Diagnosis.

of

Clairvoyant

Medical

It must seem well nigh incredible to most people
that there are certain peculiarly-constituted men
and women who possess such a penetrating faculty
of sight that they can see all the internal organs of
the human body as clearly as they can discern the
various objects exhibited in a shop windo-v. The
physical frame, in fact, is no more opaque to them
than is a pane of plate glass. They are, therefore,
able to diagnose with unerring accuracy. Any
organic disease or foreign growth is as visible to
them as is a wart or any affection of the skin to
the physical eye.
And these claims are not merely advanced by the
few who are so wonderfully gifted in this respect,
but they actually demonstrate them and prove their
diagnoses to be correct. Our attention has been
directed to the subject by a statement made by a
correspondent in the “Bristol Evening News,” who
rightly says that all clairvoyants are not Spiritu
alists and adds:
I have associated with both classes, and my exper
ience is that they can only “see” what cannot be pro
ved to be fact or not. I have failed yet to meet, or
to know of any clairvoyant who can see what the
microscope, telescope or X-rays can reveal. If Sir
Oliver Lodge, Dr. Abraham Wallace, or Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle know of any, their powers can be tested
at any hospital. It must be obvious to all that if
proved clairvoyants exist they would be “worth their
weight in gold” to hospitals and infirmaries, and as
some profess to see through solid walls they surely
ought to be able to see into the human body. The
microscope test might be a too severe one, but the
X-ray test would be a very reasonable test of the
claims of some clairvoyants.

The critic is, apparently, unaware that there are
various phases of clairvoyance. A clairvoyant
may utterly fail to see the aura of a sitter, for in
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stance. and yet be able to give a very accurate de
scription of a spirit visitor said to be present. Ano
ther may be able to see the aura and yet fail to
observe any organic disability in the human body.
On the other hand, there are those so endowed by
Nature that all the internal mechanism of a man
is as palpable to them as his hands or his feet.
These are known as medical clairvoyants, and they
appear to us to be a very “rara avis.” We are,
therefore, not surprised that the correspondent re
ferred to should not have met one.
But if he lived in Melbourne he could be intro
duced to Mr. M. J. Bloomfield—Hon. Sec. and
Speaker of the Victorian Association of Spiritual
ists—who has time and oft revealed the seat of
whatever may be the disease as faultlessly as the
unerring revelations of the X-rays. He sometimes
makes a discovery which fills him with sadness,
and then he quietly remarks to the patient: “I think
if I were you I would see a doctor!”
In other
words, he knows when a case is beyond his power
to cure. Thousands of patients have passed
through his hands, and in no instance is any charge
made for the diagnosis. That is what people can
not understand. It seems tantamount to throwing
away a fortune. But that is not our business. We
simply state the fact.

A Unique Test.

of

light
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Io stand by a surgeon when he is about L
*
ate and tell him exactly where the trouble li.‘ '’P""
for that diagnosis to be demonstrated wf3
should surely be sufficient to convince the se‘.7
that, however incredible it may adoear th J
certain strangely-gifted persons who are “ahi
see into the human body” and detect defect 6 *°
though the flesh did not exist! Tfie credibifi/
otherwise, of the possession of such a
°r
power, like the flowers that bloom in the S '
has “nothing to do with the case.” We ar. Pr,nKdealing with facts. They can be accepted or re
jected as the reader pleases!

Two Other Cases.
In addition to the foregoing case, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle narrates a personal experience. He
told us about it at the time and was “fairly non
plussed.” He has a son, Denis, an attractive lad
who accompanied him and the rest of the family
on their travels This is what the father says about
the incident in the volume quoted:

It is no part of our mission to exalt any particu
I will now give my own experience with Mr.
lar individual, and if Mr. Bloomfield were a profes
Bloomfield. Denis had been suffering from certain
pains, so I took him round as a test case. Bloom
sional healer we should not feel so free in the ex
field, without asking the boy any questions, gazed
pression of our views. It might look too much like
at him for a couple of minutes. He then said that
an “advertisement.” But that consideration does
the pains were in the stomach and head, pointing out
not obtain when we are dealing with gratuitous
the exact places. The cause, he said, was some
slight stricture in the intestine and he proceeded to
services.
tell me several facts of Denis’s early history which
The correspondent quoted above states that he
were quite correct, and entirely beyond his normal
would be satisfied with an X-ray test which sup
knowledge. I have never, in all my experience of
ported a previously-made clairvoyant diagnosis.
medicine, known so accurate a diagnosis.
We have not consulted Mr. Bloomfield for the pur
That is also a fairly conclusive case, but Sir
poses of these comments—he was at the time of
Arthur
goes on:
writing away on holiday and therefore we were un
Another lady, whom I knew, consulted him for
able to question him. on this particular point. But
what
she called a “medical reading.” Without ex
we know from personal experience that he can
amining her in any way he said: “What a peculiar
diagnose with absolute fidelity and can, moreover,
throat you have. It is all pouched inside.” She ad
remove the cause of the trouble. Sir Arthur
mitted that this was so, and that doctors in London
had commented upon it. By his clairvoyant gift he
Conan Doyle was equally assured of Mr Bloom
could see as much as they with their laryngascopes.
field’s powers when visiting Melbourne a few
Mr Bloomfield has never accepted any fees for
years ago in the course of his tour of Australia
his
remarkable gifts. Last year he gave 3,000 con
and New Zealand. He refers to the matter in “The
sultations. I have heard of mediums with similar
Wanderings of a Spiritualist,” and this is what he
powers in England, but I had never before been in
actual contact with one. With all my professional
says:
The ancients knew a great deal which we have for
gotten, especially about the relation of one body to
another. What did Hippocrates mean when he said,
“The affections suffered by the body the soul sees
with shut eyes”? I will show you exactly what he
means.
My friend, Mr. M. J. Bloomfield, as unselfish a
worker for truth as the world can show, tried for
nearly two years to develop the medical powers of
a clairvoyant.
Suddenly the result was attained,
without warning. He was walking with a friend in
Collins Street, Melbourne, laughing over some joke.
Tn an instant the laugh was struck from his lips. A
man and woman were walking in front, their backs
towards Bloomfield. To his amazement he saw the
woman’s inner anatomy mapped out before him, and
especially marked a rounded mass near the liver,
which he felt intuitively should not be there. His
companion rallied him on his sudden gravity, and
still more upon the cause of it, when it was explained.
Bloomfield was so certain, however, that the vision
was for a purpose, that he accosted the couple and
learned that the woman was actually about to be
operated on for cancer. He reassured them, saying
that the object seemed clearly defined and not to have
widespread roots as a cancer might have. He was

asked to be present at the operation, and pointed

prejudices I am bound to admit that they have
powers, just as Braid and Esdaile, the pioneers of
hypnotism, had powers, which must sooner or later
be acknowledged.

The concluding sentence is suggestive.
Pre
judice dies hard, and in no direction, perhaps, is
this more deeply-rooted than in the medical pro
fession—unless we except the Church! We recall
the treatment extended to our own illustrious
ancestor: Harvey was laughed at and regarded as
a crank by his professional colleagues when he
announced his revolutionary discovery of the cir
culation of the blood, and even Macaulay’s prover
bial schoolboy knows that Mesmer was denounced
as a charlatan when he expounded the powers of
hypnotism. This self-same spirit has manifested
itself all “adown the ringing grooves of change,”
and therefore we need not be surprised at its ex
pression to-day towards what is described as medi
cal clairvoyance. But “let the heathen rage and
the wicked imagine a vain thing.” Who cares!
Truth crushed to earth will rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers.
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iThe publication of a new and authentic edition of the experiences of Sir William Crookes, F.R.S, with
•he materialised spirit of Katie King, through the mediumship of a schoolgirl named Florence Cook, has
revived public interest in this, the most phenomenal or all the phenomenal incidents associated with Spiritnalism and Psychical Research. The record, as set forth in the recently-issued work, “Researches in the
phenomena of Spiritualism,” can only be described as staggering, and it is quite easy to understand that
even sympathetic investigators find it difficult to realise that such a miracle could possibly have occurred.
Put it did. To conclude otherwise is to brand Sir William Crookes as being either a deluded fool or the
most brazen of liars. Each of those alternatives is, of course, unthinkable, and therefore the evidence he
has to be accepted.
In his review of the book in “The Clarion,” Mr. Robert Blatchford, who edits that journal, carefully ana
lyses the case under the heading, “The Katie King Mystery,” and it will be seen from the subjoined critique
from his pen that he is left somewhat in the position of Mahomet’s coffin—“I think my reason tells me
that Katie King was a spirit, and that she did appear; but long habit and the experience of a lifetime tell me
the episode was impossible.” There you are! There are some things which the mentality of most men
cannot accept, and yet, somehow they feel they must be true. This is peculiarly the case as regards what
Mr. Blatchford designates “The Katie King Mystery.”—Ed. H. of L.J
Having concluded her
Katie King was said
directions, Katie invited
to be an embodied
me into the cabinet with
spirit who appeared in
her and allowed me to re
the laboratory of Sir
main to the end.
After
closing the curtain she
William Crookes at in
conversed with me for
tervals during a space
some time, and then walked
oi some two years. She
across the room to where
os seen by dozens of
Miss Cook was lying
senseless
on the floor.
reputable witnesses who
Stooping
over
her, Katie
conversed with her.
touched her, and said,
She gave Sir William a
“Wake up, Florrie, wake
lock of her hair, which
up. I must go now.” Miss
Cook then woke and tear
he cut from her head.
fully
entreated Katie to
The story is too well
stay a little time longer.
known to need repeti
“My dear, I can’t; my
tion in full. It is the
(work is done. God bless
you,” Katie replied, and
most amazing story I
then continued speaking to
have met with in my
Miss Cook.
For several
varied reading of psy
minutes the two were con
chic books, and some of
versing- with each other,
till at last Miss Cook’s
us have often confessed
tears prevented her speak
to each other that its
ing. Following Katie’s in
surprising nature is cal
structions, I then came
culated to do the Spiri
forward to support Miss
tualist cause more harm
Cook, who was falling on
to the floor, sobbing hys
than good, for how can
terically. I looked round,
any person not convin
but the white-robed Katie
ced of human survival
had gone.
be expected to believe
That is explicit. Mi ss
it?
Cook could not be two
A story difficult to be
persons at once, nor
KATIE KING.
lieve. Yes; but to
could she carry on a
This is one of forty photographs of Katie King taken
doubt a statement is
conversation
with her
by Sir William Crookes, who says: “I thought it was
not to disprove it. Now,
self. It will be noticed,
a living woman by my side instead of a visitor from
the
other
world.
”
it is evident that the
also, that Miss Cook
most plausible argu
was not in a trance
ment against Katie King’s verity is the argument after Katie roused her. The argument about Miss
that the medium, Florence Cook, impersonated the Cook’s impersonation is disposed of. Only one pos
spirit. That is to say, that the supposed Katie King sible question remains: Was Sir William Crookes
was Florence Cook disguised. That suggestion speaking' the truth? For my part I find it impossible
could only be met and disposed of if the medium and to believe that Sir William was wilfully carrying on
the spirit were seen simultaneously. Katie King a fraud. Moreover, there remains the evidence of a
was tall; Florence Cook was short. Katie King was number of reputable witnesses who saw and talked
lair; Florence Cook was dark. Katie King was a with Katie King. One of these witnesses, Florence
well-developed woman; Florence Cook was a slip of Marryat, took Katie on her knee, and on one occasion
a girl. Katie King wore a white robe; Florence saw her vanish through the floor.
Cook wore a dress of black velvet. It is too much
Collusion? Is it reasonable to suppose that a
to believe that Florence Cook could be both women
score of professional people would band themselves
at one and the same time.
Now, in this book I find what I have long sought :
a statement by Sir William Crookes that on the
Wcanon of Katie King’s last appearance, she and
Florence Cook not only appeared simultaneously in
,r William’s presence, but actually talked with him
ami with each other. I quote the statement:

together in a conspiracy to foist a wicked lie upon
the world? Such a supposition is absurd. If it
seems incredible that an embodied spirit should visit
a house and speak with other visitors, it is equally
incredible that Sir \\ illiam Crookes and his triemls
should have perpetrated such a foolish and danger
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ous fraud as that of which we may accuse them if we
reject their evidence.

W e must not allow our incredulity to lure us into
credulous conclusions. Miss Cook was in a room
separated from the library and the guests by a cur
tain. To impersonate Katie King, she had to change
herself from a small dark girl to a tall fair woman,
and she had to change from black velvet to white
linen. Not only that; but in a few seconds after,
as Katie retired behind the curtain she had to change
back again, and simulate a trance. She could not
have done all that in the time at her command.
MZ
"
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*

Another point, when Florence Marryat saw her
vanish she was on the wrong side of the curtain.
How could she get back and change her wig, her
make-up, and her dress? Where could she hide her
properties, and what became of the white robe when
she changed back to her black velvet? There is
only one explanation: collusion—collusion on the
part of a score of reputable persons; collusion car
ried on for two years; collusion in a deception which
no one ever gave away. I could not believe that,
even if I could believe that Sir William Crookes
and Florence Marryat were confederates. Which
of us to-day would have the nerve to ask a dozen
or more of public women and men to join in such a
plot and carry it on for two years?
It really seems to me as though in the case of
Katie King the sceptic must be as credulous as any
believer. What a marvellous actress and quick
change artiste Florence Cook must have been. And
what are we going to do about the lock of hair? Sir
William cut from Katie’s head a lock of auburn
hair. He felt along the hair to the scalp. He did
that in the presence of witnesses, and Miss Cook's
hair was nearly black. No. Incredible as the story
seems, it is not so incredible as the arguments used
to explain it.
MZ
zi\
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THOUGHTS

—♦—
Love is the most beautiful, fragrant and fruitful of all
spiritual plants, and should therefore be cultivated in th"
garden of each human soul.

Eternal life, being "the gift of God,” will not be thrust
upon the godless or the impenitent.

You may defy God’s laws, but you cannot escape the
penalty of disobedience.
Peace of mind is the blessed possession of those per
sons who have always striven to do what they believed
to be right.

A coward will clutch anything to save his life, but a
brave man will not imperil the life of another simply to
save his own.

The foundation of our belief in the attainment of im
mortality is immovable, and both fire and storm proof.
An inconsistent .Christian wounds his Master, casts re
proach on religion, makes angels sigh and devils chuckle.
We must all enter the next world through one of the
following portals, viz.: Peace, pain, unconsciousness or
terror. If the last, it is our own fault.

BEAUTY

OF

KATIE

KING.

Photography is as inadequate to depict the per
fect beauty of Katie’s face, as words are powerless
to describe her charms of manner. Photography
may, indeed, give a map of her countenance, but
how can it reproduce the brilliant purity of her
complexion, or the ever-varying expression of her
most mobile features, now overshadowed with
sadness when relating some of the bitter experien
ces of her past life, now smiling with all the inno
cence of happy girlhood when she had collected my
children round her, and was amusing them by re
counting anecdotes of her adventures in India?
Round her she made an atmosphere of life;
The very air seemed lighter from her eyes,
They were so soft and beautiful, and rife
.With all we can imagine of the skies;
Her overpowering presence makes you feel
-It would not be idolat’ry to kneel.
—From “Researches in Spiritualism,” by Sir William
Crookes.

And what do I think about it, really? I think my
reason tells me that Katie King was a spirit, and
that she did appear; but long habit and the exper
ience of a lifetime tell me the episode was impos
sible. It is not easy to shake off old prejudices and
convictions. At my first sitting I heard my wife
KILLING A GHOST.
speak to me. I heard her voice. I believed it. But
gradually my old scepticism revived. Did I imagine
An unusual case came up recently for judgment
it? I asked myself that. Then, by the time I had in the Punjab High Court, at Lahore, India. A
gone to my second sitting, I was so doubtful that I man of the Gujrat district had been sentenced to
asked Feda if I had actually heard the voice of my imprisonment for life on a charge of murder, but
wife. All my confidence had oozed away. That was acquitted by the High Court on the plea that
is the way of it. We are very seldom really sure he had thought the victim was a ghost.
as to what we do or do not believe.
The appellant’s wife had had triplets, all of
But if there had been a dozen friends present at which died. In order to ensure that any future
the first sitting, and they had all heard the words I children might live, she went on a dark night to
heard, or thought I heard, any doubt as to the fact the tomb of the child that died last, stripped her
would have been foolish. Now, at the Crookes’ self, and sat on the tomb while her husband poured
seances there were always many witnesses. There water over her. At the moment of ablution a
is corroboration. Suppose I were alone in the gar figure appeared out of the darkness which was
den and Edward Francis Fay came and spoke to taken for a ghost. The husband attacked the in
me. I should doubt the evidence of my eyes and truder and beat him to death with a stick. The
ears; but if my daughters and several friends were couple at once ran back to the village and said that
present and heard and saw Fay, the illusion theory they had killed a ghost.
would break down. One does not readily believe
The High Court held that the circumstances
in a collective illusion.
made the appellant predisposed to see a ghost,
Well. There is the Katie King mystery as it was especially as it was most unlikely that a human
told by Sir William Crookes, and for me it has a being should have been near the tomb at night.
kind of fascination, for if we accept the story as There was no intention to kill a human being, and
true’in substance and in fact, the inferences are tre the prisoner would therefore be acquitted.—“The
Times,” London.
mendous. At that I leave it.
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sensational Materialisations in London.
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By ESTELLE W. STEAD.
IA series of three special seances has recently been held in London by Miss Estelle Stead and a number of
ether investigators, with Mr. Harold Evans as the medium.
He was thoroughly searched before each sitting',
was bound to a chair with rope, and his thumbs were securely tied together with cotton.
The phenomena were
of * varied character, including flowers dropped on the heads and into the laps of sitters; the floating of playing
musical boxes about the room; the medium’s coat was taken off him and placed on the shoulders of Miss Stead,
as she was feeling cold; "extremely sweet whistling through the trumpet and keeping in tune with the musical
box”; a pencil was heard writing on a pad and the leave® were heard being torn off; moving objective lights were
seen high up in the room; a photograph was taken of ectoplasm oozing from the medium’s mouth, and various
other marvels were witnessed.
But the most sensational phenomena of all were the materialisations which
occurred at the final sitting, an account of which is appended from the pen of Miss Stead.—Ed.]
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As at the previous sitting, the medium was
searched by the men, and secured to a chair, this
time with a long piece of rope. The thumbs were
tied together with cotton. He was tied so that it
was impossible for him to move his arms or legs,
or to move at all without carrying the chair with
him.
Placed in the room beforehand were}—iln the
cabinet a small table and luminous card. In the
centre of the room a basket full of lovely flowers.
On the musical box a bunch of blue iris, a writing
pad and pencil, and an aluminium trumpet.
The sitting was opened with the Lord’s Prayer.
The musical box was then started, but it groaned
and whined so dreadfully that we had to put on the
light again and change the disc to the one that had
been on at the previous sitting. “Peter” (the con
trol) explained that they preferred this one as the
vibrations were easier to work on. The light was
again extinguished, and “Peter” took control and
gave instructions for the conduct of the sitting. He
said they were not going to arrange for a photo
graph this time, but that we might leave the plate
exposed in the camera if we liked. They were
going to concentrate on materialisations. The light
was not to be put on until the end of the sitting
The materialised forms would use the card, and
irovide their own light as well.
LIGHTS—FLOWERS—WHISTLING—KISSES.

The medium now went into deeper trance, and
we observed the first phenomenon, which consisted
of moving objective lights. The first light appea
red in the direction of the cabinet, high up, and then
other similar lights were seen in various parts of
the room,. We were told that these lights were
being made by members of the band of workers on
the Other Side to illuminate the room for the mater
ialisations, They were small, and continually on
the move.
The second phenomenon was the distribution of
the smaller flowers out of the basket among the
sitters by the little spirit girl called “Heather.”
Miss Stead complained that she had not yet re
ceived any, whereupon the basket was taken over
her, and most of the contents tipped over her.
The trumpet was now taken from the top of the
Musical box and used, as on the previous occasion.
the sweet whistling. Later a second whistler
Joined in, both keeping in harmony with the tnusi('d box. At one time the trumpet was used in
* a boisterous fashion, as though two people
Illite
competing to see who could produce the most
through it. Everyone was touched
lhe trum]i»et, Sdin? being tapped playfully on the

head with it. The small end of the trumpet was
placed very accurately in the ear of one of the sit
ters whilst a tune was whistled through it. Whilst
we were thus entertained a materialisation was
being built up in the cabinet.
MOTHER RECOGNISES HER DAUGHTER.

The first form to emerge was that of a girl, who
proceeded from the cabinet to the end sitter on the
medium’s left. She was recognised by this sitte~
(Mrs. Vlasto) as her daughter Pan. Mrs Vlasto
said the eyes, forehead and hand and arm were un
mistakable. On the arm was a bracelet which Mrs.
Vlasto recognised as being the same as one Pan
wore, and which she has in her possession nor
When asked “Is it you Pan?” she replied with a
kiss, which seemed to confirm. The name was
confirmed later in the writing. The girl touched
Mrs. Vlasto and also the sitter next to her.
remained at Mrs. Vlasto’s end of the half-circle, so
that the sitters at the other end did not see her fea
tures clearly, but the figure was clear to all. She
remained for a few minutes, and then slowly with
drew into the cabinet.
MISS STEAD AND HER BROTHER “ WILL.”

In a few minutes a second form came out of the
cabinet to the medium’s right. It carried the lum
inous card. It was at once seen to be the form of
a man. He was draped in white, and the face was
swathed in what looked like white linen, though
the forehead, nose and cheeks were clearly mater
ialised. The hands and arms appeared quite as
real as those of the sitters. He went slowly round
to each sitter, and remained for a considerable
time in the centre of the group. The illumination
of the room had so increased by this time that the
faces of all the sitters were faintly visible. He
placed his hand on Miss Stead’s head. She asked
if it was “Ken,” and the reply was “Will.” He
then bent over Miss Stead, who recognised the
upper part of the face, the lower being covered bv
the drapery. With a determined sweep he picked
up the basket, which still contained some flowers,
and held it up in front of the sitters. The form
then withdrew into the cabinet, having been in the
room for about five minutes.
ANGELIC

VISITOR

FASCINATES

THB

CIRCLE.

We thought that this would be the end of the
phenomena for the evening but the most wonderful
part was yet to come. The medium’s control now
stated that a nun would materialise. This nun is
particularly associated with Mr. Evans as a guide
and evidently understands the rationale of mater
ialisation perfectly. She remained in the room for
at least fifteen minutes and did so much during that
time that it is difficult to record everything.
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She first came round the circle, placing her left
hand on each sitter's head in turn, and making the
sign of the cross over each with her luminous card.
Then she picked up a blue iris and touched each
one of the sitters with it. The hands and arms
were obviously those of a woman, being smaller
and more rounded than those of the previous form.
She endeavoured to take off one of Miss Stead’s
bangles, but gave it up on finding that the bangle
would not easily go over the hand. This was done
in quite a good light, and all the movements of the
materialised hands were visible to sitters in the
vicinity. She took down a picture from the wall
of the room, and placed it on Miss Stead’s lap. She
made passes over us and swept her robes to and fro
in such a way that we were ab^e to hear the swish
of them and feel the breeze created.
“YOU

WILL

ALL

HAVE

A.

REVELATION

SOON!”

Our angelic visitor then placed the luminous card
on the top of the musical box, and returned to the
cabinet, but came out again directly carrying the
table, which .she placed in the centre of the circle,
put the writing pad on it, and illuminating the pad
bv means of the luminous card held in the left hand,
commenced to write in full view of all the sitters.
Four sheets were written on, each sheet being torn
off when finished, and either given to the sitter for
whom it was intended or dropped on the ground.
It was indeed a fascinating- sight to watch these
messages being written. The first message was
from Pan, the girl who had previously materialised.
The second was from Jim (recognised by one of the
sitters.). Another had. in addition to writing
drawings of pansies, which had been done for
“ Heather.”
Another contained the message,
“You will all have a revelation soon.”
She then carried the table, pad, pencil and lumi~
ous card across the room, and placed them on the
knees of one of the sitters (Miss Stead). She then
took off a pair of pince-nez from one sitter, and
tried to put them on Miss Stead, finally succeeding.
She took hold of Miss Stead’s hand, lifted it to her
lir»s, and kissed it; the lips felt warm and natural.
She then went over to Mrs. Vlasto, and lifted her
free hand and kissed it in the same way, and at Mrs
Vlasto’s request put her hand to the latter’s lips
that she might kiss it. Every detail of this was
visible to the sitters present.
The figure then withdrew to the cabinet, and the
process of re-absorption of the ectoplasm began.
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that something might appear on it When
loped there was nothing. Mr. Evans was very
hausted, and had to be assisted from the siiti '
room Half an hour after, however, he Was fee
ing fairly fit,
“ WITNESSES

OF

a

RESURRECTION.'’

We have made an effort to give a plain, straight
forward record of an experience which really defies
adequate description, an experience which we re
gard as the greatest privilege of our lives. As w
looked at the perfectly materialised hands, within
a foot of our eyes, we understood more fully those
hands into the holes of which Thomas was invited
to place his finger. We know that we were wit
nesses of a Resurrection.
The whole of the sitters undersigned certify—
1. —That they took no part in the production of
the phenomena.
2. —That the medium was so secured that it was
impossible for him to do so.
3. —That in their opinion the phenomena were
genuinely psychic in character.
Signed:—Erato Vlasto, Grace Pomeroy, A. A.
Pierrus, H. O. Edwards, B. M. Edwards, R. Bur
gess, E. W. Stead.

HOUDINITIS I
The following letter was recently contributed to
the “Morning Post,” London, by Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle:
There is an abnormal frame of mind which
may be called the Conjurer’s Complex or Houdinitis. It is based upon several fallacies. The
first is that Spiritualism depends upon physical
phenomena for its proofs, whereas the more
cogent are mental. The second is that manual
dexterity hears some relation to brain capacity
and enables its possessor to sit in judgment
upon the Crookes, the Wallaces, and the Lombrosos. The third is that people who were not
present are better judges of an episode than
those who were present. Now and again a con
jurer is brought into contact with real psychic
forces, and then realises his limitations. Kellar
endorsed Eglinton, Bellachini endorsed Slade,
and Howard Thurston endorsed Eusapia Palla
dino. But as a body the conjurers have not a
good record in this long-drawn battle between
the new knowledge and the old.

THE MEDIUM’S COAT REMOVED.

After a little while “Peter” stated they were about
to take off the medium’s coat, and we listened
while he gave directions as to what parts were to
be dematerialised in order to make this possible.
Mr. Evans’ control, “Peter,” told us that the entire
band on their side had been working, and that they
had rone to the limit of their power. It was im
possible for them to do more at any time than they
had done. As a rule only one form would mater
ialise but they had endeavoured to show us toni"bt the most they possibly could do.
It had been our intention to hold four sittings,
but “Peter” informed us that they had been able to
accomplish their object in three. Before telling us
to put the light on, “Peter” asked that one sitter
should unfasten the rope without breaking up the
circle. This was done. The rope was found just
as at the beginning of the seance, and the cotton
securing' the thumbs was unbroken, the coat had
been taken off, and was lying on the floor beside
the medium,
.

With regard to the camera, a plate was left ex
posed during the whole of the seance, with the hope

Hymn Books for Societies.—We have frequently been
asked of late for copies of “The British Spiritualists
Propaganda Hymn Book.” We have now a considerable
supply on hand. Price 3/6 per dozen, postage, 4d.
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ATTENTION—PLEASE !
---------------During the past month we have received
letters concerning Subscribers who have either
been travelling abroad or have died, but to whom
we had continued sending “The Harbinger of
Light” after their annual Subscription had expired.

In the case of the travellers it was assumed—
and rightly so—that the journal would be stoDued
automatically in accordance with the RED DISC
notice, and in the case of those who had died their
representatives failed to notify us of the fact until
after the lapse of several months.
To protect ourselves from a recurrence of loss
from these causes we shall be compelled in future
to adhere rigidly to the RED DISC warning,
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broadcast

concerts.

Yhf suggestion that spirits -in the other world
.ur|v listen in to broadcasting performances is
u bv Miss Harriet Lee, a contralto vocalist, of
claims to have been visited several
. fS bv the wraith of a dead friend who compli
cated her on her radio performances.
(hie night, she says, she was awakened by the
jrit of an old school chum, who appeared at the
tot of her bed. “Do not be frightened,” her
riend said. “I have come because I recognised
vOlir voice on the air. In the spirit world we all
listen to the radio.”
Since then (adds the Central News), Miss Lec
says, she has had two other similar visions, and
her friend has congratulated her on the success of

her performances.
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HERESY!

to excommunicate, to torture, and to burn, which
are not among divine essentials at all, but are
mere human interpretations, exaggerations and
conventions. . . At present the Church, even the
Anglican Church is far too fond of getting people
into a hole and making them swear things. “All
this I steadfastly believe,” and phrases like that,
they are called upon to say, especially when they
are infants or when they are sick. I venture to
think also that it puts obstacles in the way of
those who would otherwise desire to be ordained
to the ministry; and that until a radical search is
made into what is permanently and divinely true,
as contrasted with what is humanly convenient
and at present accepted, the supply of ordinands
will be more and more meagre. - It should not
be the function of the Church to manufacture
heresy. There is heresy even in science, and
the heretics may be wrong; but, on the other
hand, it is possible that some of them may be
right. There is undoubtedly a basis or con
sensus of general truth; but it is of a much
broader character than any of our formularies. .
The dis-union of Christendom is a witness to the
presumptuousness of mankind when dealing
with matters which are too high for it. The
universe is far bigger than anything we have yet
imagined; and Divine patience must be sorely
exercised with our disputes, our dogmas and our
excommunications.

WATCH FOR THE RED DISC I
Those of our Readers who receive this issue of
“The Harbinger of Light” with a RED DISC
embellishing the wrapper, will be good enough
to understand that it is intended as a reminder
that their SUBSCRIPTION for the current year
is now due.
All Subscriptions are payable IN ADVANCE
and unless those concerned forward their remit
tance* promptly, we shall be forced to the con
clusion that they do not desire to continue.
T
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A CLERGYMAN’S

VISIONS,

A Christchurch (New Zealand) correspondent
sends us the following:
The other day I read in the “New Zealand
Methodist Times” a letter by Rev. W. J. Wil
liams, in which he told some of his own exper
iences in connection with “Revival” services in
the past. From his letter I quote the following
reference to a certain Sunday morning service.
He says: “That morning, as I stood there, a
wave of such light as never was on sea and land,
swept through the building, lighting up every
face and deepening in intensity the outbursts of
prayer and praise. . . I saw the same phenome
non on another occasion in a Revival service at
night, when the ordinary lights were dimmed
by the strange and sudden access of splendour ”

A TEST MESSAGE.

Speaking at Brighton, England, recently, Sir
Oliver Lodge said:
It is a question which I put, without presum
ing to answer, whether there are not many eccles
iastical conventions on which we have been ready

contribute to
‘ Arthur

OF

In the course of a discussion on Spiritualism in
the Victoria Hall, Sheffield, England, Mr. Walter
Appleyard—a former Lord Mayor of the city and
author of “Au Revoir, Not Good-bye”—told a story
of a woman appealing to him with respect to her
daughter.
His (Mr. Appleyard’s) wife entered
into conversation with him. and then a voice said
“I want you to give my love to my mother, I am
very happy, and will you give my love to dad, and
tell him there are no fires and vaccination. He will
understand what I mean.” He wrote to the
mother of the girl, and she replied that her husband
was the superintendent of a fire brigade and a vac
cination officer.

PHOTOGRAPHS

IN

CEMETERY.

Photographs taken in Belfast City Cemetery dur
ing the burial of Mrs. MqDermaid, wife of Mr. John
McDermaid, President of the Ulster Christian
Spiritualist Association, with the object of record'
ing the spirit forms of relatives which were belie
ved to be hovering over the grave, were recently
produced in Belfast, Ireland.
The photographs, says the Belfast correspondent
of the “Irish Times,” are apparently out of focus.
They show small white clouds over the people
assembled round the grave. Mr. McDermaid claims
that in the photographs he can see the spirit forms
of three departed relatives. Mr. Edwin Graham,
the Secretary of the Association, is convinced that
he can see his brother. The Association invites in
spection of the photographs.
“The Human Atmosphere.”—This is the title given to
the remarkable book by Dr. Walter Kilner, B.A., M.B.
(Cantab.), M.R.C.P., the well-known Harley-street phy
sician who, by the use) of chemically-treated screens
was able to see the auras of his patients and diagnose
accordingly. Scores of his medical confreres could also
see this mysterious magnetic envelope, and many of them
are to-day using the screens for diagnostic purposes,
This book is a detailed illustrated record of the observa
tions made over a number of years, by the late Electrician
to St, Thomas’ Hospital, accurately stated for the purpose
of encouraging further research, and the discovery is de
clared by Scientists to be “most important.” Price, 14 6:
postage, 6d.
Societies and Library Books.—Secretaries of Societies

contemplating adding to their stock of Library books are
invited to send for our recently-issued detailed Catalogue,
and ascertain the special terms offered.
The Woman Beautiful.—This is something to interest
the ladies
In our advertising columns appears a notice
of Cosmine Beauty Specialities, bv the use of which, it is
claimed, nearly every beauty Haw may be remedied, Full
particulars may be obtained from "Cosmine Beauty Pro
ducts,” Capitol House, Melbourne,
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She first came round the circle, placing her left
hand on each sitter's head in turn, and making the
sign of the cross over each with her luminous card.
Then she picked up a blue iris and touched each
one of the sitters with it. The hands and arms
were obviously those of a woman, being smaller
and more rounded than those of the previous form.
She endeavoured to take oft one of Miss Stead’s
bangles, but gave it up on finding that the bangle
would not easily go over the hand. This was done
in quite a good light, and all the movements of the
materialised hands were visible to sitters in the
vicinity. She took down a picture from the wall
of the room, and placed it on Miss Stead’s lap. She
made passes over us and swept her robes to and fro
in such a wav that we were able to hear the swish
of them and feel the breeze created.
“YOU WILL

ALL

HAVE

A

REVELATION

SOON!”

Our angelic visitor then placed the luminous card
on the top of the musical box, and returned to the
cabinet, but came out again directly carrying the
table, which ,she placed in the centre of the circle,
put the writing pad on it, and illuminating the pad
bv means of the luminous card held in the left hand,
commenced to write in full view of all the sitters.
Four sheets were written on, each sheet being torn
off when finished, and either given to the sitter for
whom it was intended or dropped on the ground.
It was indeed a fascinating- sight to watch these
messages being written. The first message was
from Pan. the girl who had previously materialised.
The second was from Jim (recognised by one of the
sitters.).
Another had. in addition to writing
drawings of pansies, which had been done for
“ Heather.”
Another contained the message,
“You will all have a revelation soon.”

She then carried the table, pad, pencil and lunF"
ous card across the room, and placed them on the
knees of one of the sitters (Miss Stead). She then
took off a pair of pince-nez from one sitter, and
tried to put them on Miss Stead, finally succeeding.
She took hold of Miss Stead’s hand, lifted it to her
b’ns. and kissed it; the lips felt warm and natural.
She then went over to Mrs. Vlasto, and lifted her
free hand and kissed it in the same way, and at Mrs
Vlasto’s request put her hand to the latter’s lips
that she might kiss it. Every detail of this was
visible to the sitters present.
The figure then withdrew to the cabinet, and the
process of re-absorption of the ectoplasm began.
THE

MEDIUM’S

COAT

OF

LIGHT*
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that something might appear oh it. When deve
loped there was nothing. Mr. Evans was very ex
hausted, and had to be assisted from the seance
room. Half an hour after, however, he was feel
ing fairly fit.
“ WITNESSES

OF

A

RESURRECTION.”

We have made an effort to give a plain, straight
forward record of an experience which really defies
adequate description, an experience which we re
gard as the greatest privilege of our lives. As w
looked at the perfectly materialised hands, within
a foot of our eyes, we understood more fully those
hands into the holes of which Thomas was invited
to place his finger. We know that we were wit
nesses of a Resurrection.
The whole of the sitters undersigned certify—
1-—That they took no part in the production of
the phenomena.
2. —That the medium was so secured that it was
impossible for him to do so.
3. —That in their opinion the phenomena were
genuinely psychic in character.
Signed:—Erato Vlasto, Grace Pomeroy, A. A.
Pierrus, H. O. Edwards, B. M. Edwards, R. Bur
gess, E. W. Stead.

HOUDINITIS !

------- >------- -

The following letter was recently contributed to
the “Morning Post,” London, by Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle:
There is an abnormal frame of mind which
may be called the Conjurer’s Complex or Houdinitis. It is based upon several fallacies. The
first is that Spiritualism depends upon physical
phenomena for its proofs, whereas the more
cogent are mental. The second is that manual
dexterity bears some relation to brain capacity
and enables its possessor to sit in judgment
upon the Crookes, the Wallaces, and the Lombrosos. The third is that people who were not
present are better judges of an episode than
those who were present. Now and again a con
jurer is brought into contact with real psychic
forces, and then realises his limitations. Kellar
endorsed Eglinton, -Bdllachini endorsed Slade,
and Ploward Thurston endorsed Eusapia Palla
dino. But as a body the conjurers have not a
good record in this long-drawn battle between
the new knowledge and the old.

REMOVED.

After a little while “Peter” stated they were about
to take off the medium’s coat, and we listened
while he gave directions as to what parts were to
be dematerialised in order to make this possible.
Mr. Evans’ control, “Peter,” told us that the entire
band on their side had been working, and that they
had gone to the limit of their power. It was im
possible for them to do more at any time than they
had done. As a rule only one form would mater
ialise but they had endeavoured to show Us topjohf the most they possibly could do.
Tt had been our intention to hold four sittings,
but “Peter” informed us that they had been able to
accomplish their object in three. Before telling us
to put the light on, “Peter” asked that one sitter
should unfasten the rope without breaking up the
circle. This was done. The rope was found just
as at the beginning of the seance, and the cotton
securing the thumbs was unbroken, the coat had
been taken off, and was lying on the floor beside
the medium.
With regard to the camera, a plate was left ex
posed during the whole of the seance, with the hope

Hymn Books for Societies.—We have frequently been
asked of late for copies of “The British Spiritualists
Propaganda Hymn Book.” We have now a considerable
supply on hand. Price 3/6 per dozen, postage, 4d.
►J
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ATTENTION—PLEASE !

*

®
®
®
*
®
*
®
®
®
*
®
®

During the past month we have received
letters concerning Subscribers who have either
been travelling abroad or have died, but to whom
we had continued sending “The Harbinger of
Light” after their annual Subscription had expired.

®
®
®
®
®
®
*
*
®
®
®
®

®

In the case of the travellers it was assumed—
and rightly so—that the journal would be stoooed
automatically in accordance with the RED DISC
notice, and in the case of those who had died their
representatives failed to notify us of the fact until
after the lapse of several months.

®

*

To protect ourselves from a recurrence of loss ®
® from these causes we shall be compelled in future ®
® to adhere rigidly to the RED DISC warning.
®
*
®
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that spirits in the other world
Len in to broadcasting performances is
i < Harriet Lee, a contralto vocalist, of
v*
h\ claims to have been visited several
. wraith of a dead friend who compliJ h/*!. on her radio performances.
. 1 she says, she was awakened by the
old school chum, who appeared at the
bed.
“Do not be frightened,” her
pj her 1
J eft 1(1. ”1 have come because I recognised
|r vok
* on
c the air. In the spirit world we all
l fg the radio.
ce then (adds the Central News), Miss Lee
*
S
«he has had two other similar visions, and
has congratulated her on the success of
r nprformances.

THE CHURCH AND
A- A.

HARBINGER OF

HERESY!

Speaking at Brighton, England, recently, Sir
(liver Lodge said:
It is a question which I put, without presum
ing to answer, whether there are not many eccles
iastical conventions on which we have been ready
to excommunicate, to torture, and to burn, which
are not among divine essentials at all. but are
mere human interpretations, exaggerations and
conventions. . . At present the Church, even the
Anglican Church is far too fond of getting people
into a hole and making them swear things. “All
this I steadfastly believe,” and phrases like that,
they are called upon to say, especially when they
are infants or when they are sick. I venture to
think also that it puts obstacles in the way of
those who would otherwise desire to be ordained
to the ministry; and that until a radical search is
made into what is permanently and divinely true,
as contrasted with what is humanly convenient
and at present accepted, the supply of ordinands
will be more and more meagre. - It should not
be the function of the Church to manufacture
heresy. There is heresy even in science, and
the heretics may be wrong; but, on the other
hand, it is possible that some of them may be
right. There is undoubtedly a basis or con
sensus of general truth; but it is of a much
broader character than any of our formularies. .
The dis-union of Christendom is a witness to the
presumptuousness of mankind when dealing
with matters which are too high for it. The
universe is far bigger than anything we have yet
imagined; and Divine patience must be sorely
exercised with our disputes, our dogmas and our
excommunications.

WATCH FOR THE RED DISC !
Those of our Readers who receive this issue of
"The Harbinger of Light” with a RED DISC
$ embellishing the wrapper, will be good enough
to understand that it is intended as a reminder
9 that their SUBSCRIPTION for the current year
0 is now due.
All Subscriptions are payable IN ADVANCE
and unless those concerned forward their remit
tances promptly, we shall be forced to the con
clusion that they do not desire to continue.

A

light.

CLERGYMAN'S

VISIONS,

A Christchurch (New Zealand) co
sends us the following:
The other day I read in the “N
Methodist Times” a letter by Rev.
liams, in which he told some of his
iences in connection with “Revival”
the past. From his letter I quote the following
reference to a certain Sunday morning service,
He says: “That morning, as I stood there, a
wave of such light as never was on sea and land,
swept through the building, lighting up every
face and deepening in intensity the outbursts of
prayer and praise. . . I saw the same phenome
non on another occasion in a Revival service at
night, when the ordinary lights were dimmed
by the strange and sudden access of splendour ”

A TEST MESSAGE.
In the course of a discussion on Spiritualism in
the Victoria Hall, Sheffield, England, Mr. Walter
Appleyard—a former Lord Mayor of the city and
author of “Au Revoir, Not Good-bye”—told a story
of a woman appealing to him with respect to her
daughter.
His (Mr. Appleyard’s) wife entered
into conversation with him, and then a voice said
“I want you to give my love to my mother, I am
very happy, and will you give my love to dad, and
tell him there are no fires and vaccination. He will
understand what I mean.” He wrote to the
mother of the girl, and she replied that her husband
was the superintendent of a fire brigade and a vac
cination officer.

PHOTOGRAPHS

IN

CEMETERY.

Photographs taken in Belfast City Cemetery dur
ing the burial of Mrs. McjDermaid. wife of Mr. John
McDermaid, President of the Ulster Christian
Spiritualist Association, with the object of recording the spirit forms of relatives which were belie
ved to be hovering over the grave, were recently
produced in Belfast, Ireland.
The photographs, says the Belfast correspondent
of the “Irish Times,” are apparently out of focus.
They show small white clouds over the people
assembled round the grave. Mr. McDermaid claims
that in the photographs he can see the spirit forms
of three departed relatives. Mr. Edwin Graham
the Secretary of the Association, is convinced that
he can see his brother. The Association invites in
spection of the photographs.
“The Human Atmosphere.”—This is the title given to|
the remarkable book by Dr,. Walter Kilner, B.A., M.B.
(Cantab.), M.R.C.P., the well-known Harley-street physician who, by the usel of chemically-treated screens
was able to see the auras of his patients and diagnose
accordingly. Scores of his medical confreres could also
see this mysterious magnetic envelope, and many of them
are to-day using the screens for diagnostic purposes.
This book is a detailed illustrated record of the observa
tions made over a number of years, by the late Electrician
to St. Thomas’ Hospital, accurately stated for the purpose
of encouraging further research, and the discovery is de
clared by Scientists to be “most important.” Price, 14/6:
postage, 6d.

Societies and Library Books.—Secretaries of Societies
contemplating adding to their stock of Library books arc
invited to send for our recently-issued detailed Catalogue,
and ascertain the special terms offered.

The Woman Beautiful.—This is something to interest
the ladies
In our advertising columns appears a notice
of Cosmine Beauty Specialities, by the use of which, it is
claimed, nearly every beauty flaw may be remedied. Full
particulars may be obtained from “Cosmine Beauty Pro
ducts” Capitol House, Melbourne,
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The Living Dead and the Direct Voice.
BOOK

UNPUBLISHED
** Hundreds,

yea

BY

DISTINGUISHED

Hiousands,

AMERICAN

AUTHOR

have come and Talked to Me!”

By EDWARD C. RANDALL. Author of “The Dead Have Never Died” and “ Frontii
the After Life.”
[Readers of the widely-circulated works of Mr. Edward C. Randall, the celebrated New York barrister and
psychic investigator, some of whose experiences with Ms. Emily French—an altogether exceptionally-gifted
medium for the Direct-voice and who would not accept a penny for her services extending over twenty years—
are narrated in the above-mentioned books, will be grat fied to learn that he has magnanimously placed at our
disposal the complete M.S. of a new book he has just finished and which he intends to publish as soon as he has
time to supervise the details. It is entitled “THE LIVING DEAD,” and embodies further records of his
experiences and conclusions as the outcome of investigations with the medium named. It is brimful of
extremely interesting and informative matter—scientific, philosophic, psychic and spiritual—and is written in a
very lucid and attractive style. Herewith we present the fourth instalment.—Ed.]

Man, at the dawn, is shown this goal, and taught
that money is power and the world’s desire. He
enters the strife and bends his energies, as others
do, to grasp the greatest amount of wealth with the
least possible effort, matching his cunning against
labor—mind against muscle—-artifice against sim
plicity—and directs his thoughts towards wrench
ing from the hands of honest toil a portion of its
legitimate earnings.
Consider what a future awaits those who make
ambition their goal, and who succeed in seating
themselves upon the throne of wealth by modern
methods! It is a great misfortune to have ialse
ideals, to worship at the shrine of money; but it
is a far greater misfortune to succeed, and to hold
unlawful gains, or more of Nature's store than a
simple life requires. That all should work and
save against old age is proper; but that accumula
tions should greatly exceed the needs oi existence,
was not intended by the intelligence that planned
all things.
We see men in the morning of lite preparing for
the strife; so fast they rush, so eager is the struggle,
so crowded the field, so elusive the object ot pur
suit, that each one thinks only of self. Like men
in actual'battle, they fight for mastery, never hesi
tating to push aside those in front or to trample on
those under them. And what is the end for which
they strive? Wealth? Yes, but that is not all,
for with the advantages that money brings, come
arrogance, pride, greed.
ME, EDWAED C. EANDALL.
President of the American Super-Power Corporation, which
is carrying- out the largest hydro-electric power scheme in the
United States at an estimated cost of $88,000,000 (nearly
£18,000,000).

IV.
Seek, and you will find; for you have
aids from Nature for the discovery
of Truth.
But if you are not able
yourself, by going along those ways,
to discover that which follows, listen
to those who have made the inquiry.
EPICTETUS.

The

Future of Man.

This is an age of greed. We, as a people, have
drifted out upon the sea of selfishness, and devour
ing ambition, and set the many sails to woo the
winds of fortune. Every nation and every people
have erected a throne on which wealth sits in state;
they have placed upon its brow a crown of gold,
and have decreed that the possession of money, with
little regard to the manner of acquisition, should be
the only qualification for this kingship of modern
times,
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Of what real benefit to the world are the very
rich? Some few do good by gifts that help the
poor and needy; some endow hospitals where suffer
ing is reduced; some give libraries; others build
churches and cathedrals. But the great majority
hoard their gains and count their money: the love
that should encompass all mankind is given to
wealth. The greater portion of their thought has
been spent’ in accumulating their hoard, and con
sequently they love it. This is the old age thev
have been preparing for, and, like the miser in his
tower, they sing and chuckle as they count'their
gains and the gold coins slip through their fingers.
So intent are they on accumulation that they are
deaf to the call of charity.
Surrounded by luxury, they have not come into
contact with suffering; so busy and self-centered
are they, that they have not had time to give words,
of encouragement to others. Nothing but sell has
found lodgment in their minds as they have^been
preparing for the future.
What future? “Otd
age,” one answers; but I answer;
(attire lies
beyond the world of men!”
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eontlrttons prevail in the great be,! and one has necessities there as here^ what
^nh has been aecinnulated for support in the
4,.mnmtv after this?
Money, being a material
stance, is not taken, nor indeed can it be for we
t its distribution here. What, then, has been
<unuilate<i for support and maintenance out in
f after-life where money is not king? All the
pahh one can take with him into the after-life is
at which he gave away in this.
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The thought that the rich man here may be, and
..«u»llv is, the pauper in the after-life, is startling
jn its possibilities and dreadful to contemplate.
\man who has made money his God and worshipnfd at the shrine of gold, having no other thought,
,rrbition or desire, in earth-life, is poor indeed if his
board cannot be taken with him, for poor he is in all
f’$e in a world where kind and thoughtful acts and
deeds are the standard of wealth.
When the fact can be driven deep into the human
heart and brain that after the material life, out in
the sreat hereafter, one lives a life similar to this
?nd that he has necessities, actual wants, and desires
that monev will not satisfy, appreciation of what
cue wealth is, and how to gather it for one’s eternal
rood, mav dawn upon the minds of men.
..
MS
*

Contemplate the after-life, where monev is nor
used! The occupation of most people will be p-one
thev will find themselves disqualified for anv other
position. ignorant and helpless in a world of acti
vity, then will come appreciation of the lost Atlantis
men call Oooortunitv.' Upon the pages of memory
will be written: “Wasted energy, false ideals,
worthless ambitions, erroneous conceptions, ignor
ance of the simple laws of Nature”—and selfishness
will find itself a pauper in a world of plenty.
In the next life, I am told, the only way to gain
advancement is by helping others; in this way onlv
is knowledge gained, for by contributing their
efforts to greater good the Master Intelligence has
provided for the individual advancement of spirit
people. Each builds his own stairway to the
heights of knowledge.
Unto each mortal who comes to earth
A ladder is Riven by God at birfii,
And up this ladder every soul must go,
S+ep by step, from the valley below,
Step by step to the center of space,
On this ladder of lives to the starting place.

Material wealth is only for a day, as time is
counted. What the good man does enriches him
here, and becomes a part of his own self for all that
We call eternity.
If “doing good” is the only wealth that one can
farry away into the after-life, how shall it be with
•hose who have grown indifferent, cold and hard.
ar»d have lived this life for self alone? A picture of
condition of those in that class, whom we have
talked with in the life beyond, is too terrible to de^ribe« In earth-life they draw about themselves a
Mantle of arrogance and pride, closely woven of selfoh thoughts and greed. Such is the garment that
"'•ers these naked souls as they journey on !7jJJpon
not one ray of light shines; there is only darkJ and despair; nothing penetrates the3 gloom
the chill of death and dissolution.'
The selfish worshipper of wealth is not’oj^-' •
*-n a
wealth, but an- outcast,- in, a
inanity of harmony. The good that merr'do

lives after them, the earth career becomes a
™
them, and they a part of it. Good radiates light;
selfishness is darkness—the absence of light—ano
so condenses the thought emanations as to encom
pass and obstruct one’s vision. And so, oh going
out into the next life, the selfish enter into the con
dition they have created, there to remain, until#
through suffering, the wish shall come, from with
in, to make restitution for a life of greed. Then will
come the desire, unknown during earthly existence,
to become a worker to help others—just for the joy
that comes of doing good—and to find in this way
only that “peace which passeth all understanding.”
& * * *
The wealth that all in this physical world should
seek has not the ring of gold; it is gathered by right
living, by helping others to live right, and by doing
something each day that will bring joy to hearts
that are sad, encouragement to those who falter,
good cheer to those who are depressed, bread, to
those who hunger and clothing to the naked..
Do something each day to make some mortal
happier, and with each act let love ero hand in hand.
Thus only can mortals be enriched here and here
after, “beyond the dreams of avarice,” for one good
act, sent out with love as its companion, will reach
beyond the confines of the stars, and touch eternity.

The

Earthbound Zone.

The justice that meets a human soul on the
threshold of the after-life is terrible in its complete
ness- On the .universal cosmic consciousness there
is impinged or photographed, if I .may. use that
word for illustration, the record of each individual
life. As a spirit’s senses are quickened, his vision
is clarified, so that he reads his record backward
clearly, and comes to know that wrong is not a
punishment, but a result; he discovers that before
he can progress he must live over each wrong act.
if he has not already lived it over in earth life, and
that he must live it right; that no other spirit or
mortal man ever did, or even can, take the burden
of another’s wrong- acts or relieve him of their con
sequences.
No matter what one’s position or development
here may be, it matters not whether he be saint or
sinner, thief or philanthropist, each soul will ulti
mately function in unity with the Infinite Intelli
gence. For some the way will be long and dark
and dreary, and the helping hand hard to find,
for the only wealth we take bevond the grave is that
which we have here disbursed before that great
change. We pass directly into that condition or
state where we, in fact, belong. Earth conditions,
with all their wealth, no longer count,
For on the earth clean men may walk,
Glutton and thief and- lover;
White flesh and fair may hide their sins,
That no man might discover.
Naked, the soul goes *np to God,
Brother, my brother.

* *
*
Our cooling into touch with distinguished.schol
ars and advanced spirit people does more than con-j
vey an understanding of the future state, for from
such instruction we may learn how to live.here..and
now, ’arid how to enrich ourselves from day to day
with that which we can take with us. that spiritual
wealth which we call character
We should understand now that there never has
been, nor can be, a secret in the world. Each act
and each thought is impressed or impinged in and
upon and about our etheric personality, visible even
now to all in the next world who may be sufficiently
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same, and if one may be in the same place, and u«m- 1
ally is, when the awakening comes, and if the dew ]
place is just the old place with changed condition.
*,
I
how bewildered the new-born spirit must he I
* * * *
So real are they, and so familiar are the surround
ings ofttimes, that while the new-born spirit knows
conditions are different, it seldom realizes at once 1
* * * *
what the difference is. It feels, perhaps, a sensa- I
Around and about this earth of ours, in what is tion of returning strength, the mind quickens, and ■
known as the “earthbound zone,” slow in vibra then comes the hope of physical recovery, ft sees I
tion. all the undeveloped, selfish, and wicked souls the home and the familiar faces; hears strange 1
are held, who remain there until they come to words of death and dissolution. It walks about the I
understand their condition, and to conceive in their house, speaks to those there, but receives no I
hearts desire for reformation.
Conditions there answer.
vary, as each personality varies. They are different
The situation becomes serious and perplexing, I
for each one, for each one’s conception of those and it asks itself what has happened. This is not I
death as it was understood. Such a change does I
conditions differs.
Some are indifferent for long periods. Some are not at first enter the mind. When it does come 1
in total darkness, their souls sending forth no radi and the spirit appreciates its condition and the |
ance. Some are in a half light, and some in condi place it occupies, what can it do, ignorant as it is of |
tions similar to our own, indolent and content, as the simplest laws that govern all spirit? It is as |
they were here. Ultimately all come to realize that helpless as an infant coming into this world of ours. |
there is no borrowing and no lending, and that only
by individual effort can one advance to better things
If thoughts are things, substantial and real to I
Is not this just, and is not such condition one to be spirit, has it occurred to any that we can help those j
expected if the law of cause and effect holds good? who have journeyed on? Has it come to any that I
But let it be known that one who has lived a we can also harm them? As mind is substance to I
fairly good and generous life passes instantly spirits, we can send them thoughts, like words, of |
through the earthbound zone, and will never see it consolation, courage, and good cheer, and aid their |
except at such times as he may lessen his vibra understanding and progress as they learn the new 1
tion and descend among the earthbound spirits to laws of adjustment. We may even speak to them, |
extend a helping hand. Then, and only then, can just as if they had not made the change, and they |
he visualise and witness the woe and miseiy of this will hear.
crude and undeveloped people. Spirit people walk
Their sadness in the first hours of separation, and
among them, as they do among us. ever ready to before they appreciate what death is, must be
help when conditions permit, but we do not see greater than ours, for their condition is changed
them, for we are not in the same vibration.
while ours is the same- As they function in their |
* * * *
etheric body, which takes on solidity, they see the |
Nevertheless, these spirit helpers continually faces of loved ones, they try to touch them, but can- |
suggest to our subconscious mentalities such im not, so their sorrow is multiplied. Why should not
pressions as we call the voice of conscience. Many the separation be as sad to them as to us? We can
in the great beyond, knowing our sorrows and our do much to help them. Little is done to make their I
needs, earnestly endeavour to help, for by helping departure easier. They are near us and need us just
their fellowmen here they better their own condi as before, and they sorrow because of our seeming
tion. and enrich both themselves and us.
neglect and indifference.
The situation has been interpreted in verse:
& «
*
The Spring blew trumpets of color;
No
one
would
intentionally
injure or stay the
Her Green sang in my brain.
progress of the so-called dead, but it is done time
I saw a blind man groping
“Tap-tap” with his cane;
and again. Hashion has decreed the wearing of
I pitied him his blindness:
black, the badge of mourning. This, in itself, creates
But can I boast “I see?”
a condition of mental darkness. Our own sorrow
Perhaps there walks a spirit
draws the departed spirits to us, and they are held
Close by, who pities me—
prisoners among mind-shadows. Our happiness is
A spirit who hears me tapping
The five-sensed cane of the mind;
their happiness; our sorrow, their sorrow; our hope,
Amid such unknown conditions
their joy. The thoughts of sadness hold them, for
I may be worse than blind.
they no more understand evolution than this world
understands
dissolution.
Our Abandoned Dead.
“Tell my father and mother to let me go.”
How the so-called dead are abandoned when they
I was holding a seance with my psychic instru
leave this plane! Who inquires of their journey, ment, Mrs. French, our thought passive, waiting
or their needs when they have reached the next until conditions were right for speech with spirit
condition? All people hope, and nearly all believe, people, when, with great intensity and clearness, a
that in some place or plane they still live. A few voice rang out of the dark. It was real and natural
know they do, but the great majority make no effort and, recognizing it, I said:
to find out, send no message and receive no word,
“B.. what do you wish me to do? What is your
and let the dead care for the dead. If they still live trouble?”
they are left to meet the new conditions without
“My father and mother,” he said, “sit alone dav
the aid, counsel, or assistance of all those they have
after day. sorrowing and grieving for me, and so sad
are their thoughts and so many their tears I can't for
loved and looked to, whether they passed out in in
a moment leave them. Their great sorrow holds me
fancy or old age.
in soiritual bondage. Thev seem to feel that if they
If what the spirits tell us is true, if death is just a
don’t grieve, in some indefinite way I will think they
moment of unconscious change, if the last worldd:d not love me. I can get glimpses of this world in
thought is the first spirit-thought, if identity is the
which I live, and now and then see other boys doing
interested in us to make the observation ; from this
record there is no escape. Our thoughts and acts,
which make character, irrevocably fix and deter
mine our status in the life beyond. If this fact
were known and accepted by the inhabitants
around the globe, selfishness and greed would be
unknown, the Golden Rule would be in daily prac
tice. and this world would be a better place.

&
Spirits are held by
Ijtae in earth-life.

in earth-life ai
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bat I can't mingle with them until Father and
Methet lessen their grief and release me. Won't you
Mt<i explain to them what they are doing, and tell
how they can help me by their thought, instead
(4 hindering me by their sorrow? Make them under(t*nd I am not dead, but just away.”
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uess cannot reach them. In this cast
*
Ottr th
*»Ltgm
is the only source of help, ami if tve deny them this
aid. their progress is impeded. Our duty to the
dead is not ended when we lay their bodies beneath
the sod. I bis mind of ours, that holds mastery
over earth and sea and air, should go with spirits
and be about them and with them, explaining, leach
ing. encouraging, and showing the way of life: All
this we can do in some degree: according as we our
selves known how to use the psychic force that is
mental.
(To be Continued.)

such is one of hundreds of experiences and les
brought home to me from time to time.
* * * *
U is not just to abandon the so-called dead as
its the last shovel of earth tails upon the casket,
frac, the spirit is not there, but it is somewhere.
&nd, owing to erroneous teaching, it needs all the
i-aegestion, companionship, and love in the new life
that it can possibly receive. If man knew that such
HOUDINI IN A COFFIN.
help could be given, and knew, too, how to give it.
he would be eager to do what he could.
"Fear, and not poisoning by carbon dioxide, is
How many who read this statement ever thought the cause of the death of miners and other persons
it possible? And of those who have accepted it. trapped in air-tight compartments." This start
how manv have made the effort ?
I have helped ling assertion is made by Mr. Flarrv Houdini, the
many, whom I have known, to realize their condi famous stage magician and opponent of Spiritual
tion in the spirit-world, and I have aided them by ism. who had himself sunk in a sealed coffin in a
suggestion to learn how to live and what to do. swimming pool for an hour-and-a-half to prove his
This I accomplish by talking to them in seances, contention.
by bringing to them the. friends who have preceded
The coffin in which Houdini was soldered up was
them and who are more advanced. The world owes computed to contain 34,398 cubic inches of air.
those who have passed out of the body a duty, ami The oxygen in that air. according to scientists,
that duty cannot be fulfilled until all understand should all have been used up in three or four minu
that death is only change, progression, evolution.
tes. but Houdini breathed it for ninety minutes and
This cannot be understood until prejudice is era emerged smiling,
“Anyone could do it." he dedicated. and mankind conies to understand the dared afterwards, “The important thing is to be
natural law. When it learns the truth it will know lieve that you are safe, not to breathe deeply, and
what spirits need and what the world can give. not to make unnecessary movements.”
Then each will contribute abundantly. Those here
During his stay under water Houdini kept in
will be happier, and those who have gone before communication with watchers by a telephone wire
will see the shadows lift. Our speeding thought bv means of which he indicated every few minutes
will find help to reach the knowledge that will lead that he was all right.—"Yorkshire Observer."
them to the beauties of the next sphere of life. Thus
they will more quickly reach the splendor of spiri
“The History of Spiritualism.”—We take the following
tuality.
passage from a review, in the August “Bookman.” of Sir

Spirits are held by thoughts of sadness sent out
by those in earth-life. They cannot go away while
those in earth-life are sorrowing
*.
They can be
held by evil thoughts. If these are strong enough,
they hold the spirit until it becomes spiritually de
veloped and can break away to better conditions.
Our helpful, loving thought is a stairway by which
they mount to better things. We can. by thought,
lift them as upon strong wings and send them into
a congenial atmosphere.
Mind holds dominion over matter ami over the
neat forces which become slaves to man’s brain.
Man makes the wind labor and the seas carry, lie
harnesses the waters which turn the wheels of in
dustry, uses the instruments of his genius to gather
electric fluid from earth and sea and air. to make
light and heat and do work for him. He plants, and
the soil itself pays tribute. All that is in this planet
and upon it is subject to his will.
The potential thought that moulds all material
to its uses is not limited to the things of earth, but is
a mighty factor in and among those who have gone
from our vision, but who still live among us. We
ran send out into the invisible world about us this
thought of curs, so vital and so strong; we can send
•t to those who are weak and who hunger for words
of encouragement and we can cheer them on to
labor. It is to them a current more powerful than
dedricity. It quickens their thought-function and
their understanding.
* * * *
h may be that some of those who have preceded
‘’'are Mtill no material, and are still in such a dense
edition, that Others In the sphere of conscious

Arthur Conan Doyle’s “History of Spiritualism”:—"It is
a Story of great vision and high endeavour, checkered
with the annals of much sordid trafficking' with the unseen
and manv matters of a fantastic or a squalid kind. But
that is the history of all human movements where the
noblest things are misunderstood and misused and only
maintained in their purity by the struggles of those who
can see and think and understand."
Great Theosophical Camp.—From the "Theosophical
News Bureau” we learn that more than two thousand
people gathered at the recent Star Camp in Holland,
Amongst the arrivals, the different nationalities were represented numerically as follows: Holland 889, England
389, Germany 105, France 81, Sweden 70. Italy 65. Scot
land 54, Denmark 52, Belgium 50, Austria 42. Russia 26,
Norway 25, Switzerland 18, Hunearv 14. Spain 12. Poland
11 Finland 10, United States 10. Wales 10, Portugal S.
Dutch Indies 6, India 5, Ireland 4, Yugo Slavia 4, Iceland
3, Egypt 1, Brazil 1, Lithuania I, Australia 4.
The Shastaphone. We are asked to state that owing
to the cost of production of this recently-invented substi
tute for the trumpet having been considerably increased
it has been found necessary to increase the price propor
tionately. From an advertisement appearing elsewhere
in this issue it will be seen that the price is £3’5-: pack
ing and postage to any address in the Commonwealth and
New Zealand, SA extra. AU communications should be
addressed direct to Mr D. .Avling, C 'o, 8 Ewell Street,
Bondi. Sydney, New South Wales.
“Comfort Ye My People.” This can be done bv send
__ I:bereaing a copy of “The Heart of a Father,' to a friend
eveil It is a very human document in winch the Rev F
C Spurr, formerly of the Collins-street Baptist Church,
Melbourne, tolls of the loss of his little son and *he psvchic circumstances under which he found thv child in the
spirit world Price 2 <\ postage 2d

O God. Give to Thine eneuues whatevei Thou hast
assigned to me of this world's goods, and to,Thv friends
whatever Thou hast ussdwued to me in the lite hereafter,
but Thou Th\ *elt art sufficient to me - Persian.
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Predictions of World-wide Trouble.
THE PERIL OF PROPHECY.

HOPEFUL
By

H.

SPIRIT

MESSAGES.

C.

Sydney.

KE AST,

It is because the writer is so conscious of the
innate beauty and intrinsic grandeur of the philo
sophy of Spiritualism, that he has become appre
hensive lest irrelevant issues be permitted to con
ceal these august features. In this connection, dur
ing recent years, there has been a regrettable ten
dency, on the part of several of the leading expo
nents of Spiritualism, to identify themselves with
what one may reasonably designate mere extrinsic
considerations.
The writer desires to refer, in particular, to the
plethora of prophecy which has latterly been eman
ating' from a certain section of zealous students
of the occult and the psychic. Unfortunately, the
entire range of these prophecies is of such cataclys
mic magnitude, that even to reflect upon them is to
induce in one incipient neurosis. There appear to
be so many defenders of these alleged impending
catastrophes, that some readers, at least, will surely
find it refreshing to learn of one who entirely dis
sociates hims'elf from this gloomy, if illustrious,
coterie.
At the outset, however, the writer wishes to ren
der it perfectly clear that, in his advocacy of the
superb philosophy of Spiritualism, he concedes
precedence to none. It is merely that he finds it
necessary to alienate himself from his pessimistic
peers, especially in the attitude they adopt towards
the moral condition of the world. In the main, the
representations of these enthusiastic protagonists
appear to be to the effect that materialism and
moral degeneracy are so universally prevalent, that
the wrath of the Infinite has been aroused, and
that, in consequence, cosmic calamities are to be
launched upon the denizens of this planet.
In dissenting from the attitude indicated, the
writer desires to affirm that his is not entirely a
voice crying in the wilderness, for in the course of
his intensive and extensive psychic investigations,
he has encountered a considerable number of those,
both incarnate and discarnate, who endorse his con
viction.
*

Of course, as all students of history are aware,
the disposition, on the part of impatient reformers,
to threaten when they cannot convert, is not at all
novel or original. In fact, all through the centur
ies this attitude has been a favourite weapon of the
Church. '.Happily, in this age of dawning enligh
tenment, the theological institution has had to disc
card this weapon—largely because of its ineffective
ness. Now, is there not a danger of Spiritualism
brandishing this same obsolete and discredited
weapon? And, in any case, does this world of
well-meaning, if erring, humanity deserve the lash?
In the loveliest and loftiest 'exposition of Spirit
ualism which the writer has ever encountered, the
following statement, made by a group of exalted
discarnate intelligences, is recorded: “We do riot
come as Angels with vials of wrath in our hands,
waiting to pour out their contents on the earth, and
thus add to the misery and suffering of embodied
humanity, who have already had more than enough

of such experiences.” Surely, this is so! Surely
top, Emerson expresses a splendid truth when he
declares: “Through the years and the centuries . .
a great and beneficent purpose irresistibly
streams.”
* * * JK
By all means, let Spiritualists retain and endea
vour to propagate their lofty idealism, but let them
not become indifferent to the sweetness and the
loveliness which are to be found everywhere en
shrined in struggling humanity. As that distin
guished savant and Spiritualist, Sir Oliver Lodge,
states: “Let us rejoice at the vast amount of friend
liness and good feeling and mutual help and co
operation, and the earnest desire for better things
which is permeating so many.”
Viewed broadly and dispassionately, it is doubt
ful if at any period in the world’s history, there
existed as much salutary dissatisfaction with all
phases of moral disorder, as at present. Much that
was formerly condoned, is now vehemently con
demned. Brotherhoods, with basic spiritual prin
ciples, are now silently springing into existence,
and permeating large sections of the community.
International rivalries are being definitely renoun
ced and nations are now aiming at a peaceful aJ
justment of all grievances. Admittedly, great and
grave issues are to be found everywhere, but the
magnificent consideration is that these are now
being finely and fearlessly faced! It was with true
prescience that the noble Tennyson wrote:
Yet, I doubt not through the ages one increasing pur
pose runs,
And the thoughts of men are widened with the process
of the suns.

The writer recently read an inspired book writ
ten by that saintly and masterly personality, Dr.
Peebles, and a .few evenings later, this choice spirit
addressed the circle at a seance conducted by Dr.
Whitcombe. In reply to the writer’s question, Dr.
Peebles said: “I retract nothing from my written
statement that with every revolution of this planet,
it becomes increasingly ethereal. Thq world is
better to-day than it was yesterday. Retrogres
sion is only apparent. Evolution is the Law, and
the spiritual outlook of your world is bright.”
The Rev. Mr. White, a highly-evolved discarnate
intelligence, who usually opens and closes Mr.
Bailey’s seances with an exquisite invocation, re
cently delivered an address on the world outlook.
And, in this connection, the writer distinctly re
members these words: “We do not believe that im
pending calamities await humanity in the near
future. We are aware that gloomy prophecies pre
saging such have been given from this side. But
we desire to affirm that this is not what we have
been taught.”
* * * *
During the month of September, Shasta, the spirit
inventor of the remarkable Shastaphone, greeted
the circle, and the dignified peroration of his majes
tic utterance terminated with these words: “We
herald the dawn of a new era, for it has now de
finitely arrived. And the spiritual future of the
children of the earth is extremely promising.”
In the month of August, one of the most charm
ing discarnate intelligences whom the writer has
ever conversed with, spoke through the Shasta(Continued on Page 1648)
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\ little more than three years ago great interest
v aroused throughout Great Britain in the anMicement by the London newspapers, that the
res of the late Dean Liddell, the famous scholar
slid r leric. had appeared upon the wall of Christ
Chtfrcch Cathedral, Oxford, close below the Burnetonesj window which the Dean had caused to be
piseed in the Cathedral as a memorial of his claughL whose memory he had cherished with great
.flection. For the previous two years certain
markings had been noticed at the spot, in process
development, and eventually they took on the
irm of a human head, with an increasing resemlance to the face of the late Dean whose death
resemccurred twenty-eight years ago.

On the wall of the south aisle of Oxford Cathedral
there has recently appeared the outline, in profile, of
the head of the late Dr. Liddell, Dean of Christ
Church, who died in 1898. The curly white hair, the
bald crown, and the aquiline nose, are faithfully re
produced, as any visitor can verify who compares it
with the figure of the Dean set in the niche in the
archway leading to Peckwater Quad. The only dif
ference is one of expression, the austerity in the sculp
tured face being replaced by gentleness and benignity
in the “spirit” portrait.
The fact that the head has appeared below the
Burne-Jones window erected to the memory of the
Dean’s daughter—Edith, and above the brass tablet
recording his death, cannot be lightly dismissed as
mere coincidence, as the Cathedral authorities would
wish. The Dean spent much time in this part of the
Cathedral.
artistic nature, he took great in
terest in the erection of the memorial window, having it removed three times before he considered the colouring perfect.
Beneath this window is the burial
ground of the Dean, his wife and
family, so there are many claims
for attachment to this particular
spot.
The wall, for an extent of half
a foot from the face, to two or
three feet from the crown, has a
peculiar blueish-white appearance
quite distinct from the usual age
and damp discolouration in other
parts of the Cathedral. On the
right-hand side of the head ano
ther face is forming, and from the
appearance of the hair it is appar
ently the head of a woman.
As the profile of the Dean has
taken some two years to reach
its present clear outline, the pro
cess is evidently one of slow
growth. The accompanying photo
graph does not, unfortunately,
give a clear impression of the out
line of the head, but the featuresare discernible, and it will
serve to convey something of the
DEAN LIDDELL.
size of the portrait. Interest in
South Aisle of Oxford Cathedral.
Wall
Appearing’ on
“spirit” pictures seems to be widespread, for visitors of all descriptions have flocked to
the Cathedral, some having journeyed from such dis
blance appears to have been admitted by relatives
tances as Rome and Madrid.
origin of

and friends alike, and the possible psychic
The opinion expressed by Mr. Charles H. Liddle,
the phenomenon was freely discussed.
the artist, was that coincidence was impossible, "for
We dealt with the incident in “The Harbinger of the face was complete, even to an indentation on the
tight” of January, 1924, and reproduced a full state temple, significant to phrenologists,” whilst another
ment of the case from the pen of the erudite editor witness who was in Oxford in the late Dean’s time,
°f “Psychic Science”—the official organ of the stated that “the phantom picture appeared to him,
British College of Psychic .Science—Mr. F. Bligh from his own recollection, a better portrait of the
Bond, F.R.I.B.A., the well-know n ecclesiastical Dean than the published photograph of him.” There
architect and archaeologist, whose name is associa- the matter rested, Mr. Bond concluding his article
:d with the wonderful discoveries made at Glaston- with the comment: “Our attitude must be to await
mry Abbey, through information obtained by psy future developments.” That was two-years andchic means, and who has embodied the results of nine months ago. To-day the portrait is as clear as
,s exploratory work in the thought-arresting book ever, and Major Marriott, D.S.O., a prominent psy
^titled ‘Ihe Gate of Remembrance.”
chic investigator, writing to "The Christian Spirianalysed the pros and cons of this •tualist” recently, stated:
fro/j mys^ery—the peculiar effects sometimes
My wife (in the spirit world) says she thinks the
Mrak
dampness, the question of coincidence,
portrait is getting clearer, and that, it is the Dean him
self who is doing it. She is not scientific, but spoke
*as “ ,c(Tidd<'1'ations—and concluded that there
of the tiny atoms taking some time to cohere, and
of a ra pr’?ri” ground for discussing the possibility
we know now that these tiny atoms can be found in
Wehfr^ iIC? cause °in the now admitted facts of
thousands of reproductions of the original in photo
At that time also Miss
graphs.
t
This renewed interest in the phenomenon attrac
to
C0.n|ributed the following partilhc Oxford Journal
ted the attention of Mr. J. S. M. Ward, B.A., author
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of Gone West and "A Subaltern in Spirit Land,”
who contributed the following letter to the journal
named a couple of months ago:
Having by chance seen a copy of your paper of May
Sth, with a photograph of Dean Liddell’s spirit picture
in it, I at once went down to Oxford, namely last
Saturday, to see the original.
I find that there arc no less than five such spirit
photographs, of which Dean Liddell and what appears
to be his daughter are two, and even a more remark
ably perfect picture is that of an old choirman who
sang in the choir for 50 years, or, at least, so one of
the vergers informed me. The old man died in 1915,
and his portrait has gradually appeared on the North
wall of the last arcade of the nave. It is some 30 to
40 feet up, near the door, quite out of reach even with
the aid of an ordinary ladder. Seen from the ground,
it appears like a bas relief, beautifully sculptured, but,
on being examined through glasses, it is clear that
whatever the process, the surface of the stone is in no
way cut into. It appears grey, like the rest of the
wall, and depicts the old man almost full face, looking
slightly downwards.
On the base of a pillar nearby are also two other
faces, not so distinct, one of a woman who appears to
wear a large hat, and the other of a woman whose hair
is parted in the middle, and on the top of her head
she wears a small conical sort of cap. No one knew
whose these represented, although the choirman was
recognised by all the regular members of the cathed
ral staff. I spoke to another verger, who said he knew
the old man intimately and that it was a speaking port
rait,
I am glad to say that the Dean and Cathedral autho
rities are doing their utmost to preserve these inter
esting spirit pictures. Some vandal had tried to scratch
away the nose of Dean Liddell, and the scratch was
clearly visible. Therefore the Dean has now placed
temporary barriers some distance in front of the
picture.

It will be seen from the foregoing that instead of
the mystery being explained away, it is becoming
intensified by reason of the fact that other portraits
are now visible. Are they all to be attributed to
coincidence? It may be so, but the argument is
anything but conclusive, and all we can do is to con
tinue to wait patiently until further light can be
thrown on these at present, inexplicable phenomena.
PREDICTION OF WORLD-WIDE TROUBLE.

(Coninued from page 1646)
phone, and the opening words of his impressive
greeting were: “My name is Charles Dickens . . .
It is noW comparatively easy for us to reach you,
for the spiritual atmosphere of your earth is now
becoming pronounced.” And the writer desires to
emphasise the fact that almost without exception,
the utterances given in his presence, at twenty
seances, have been of this reassuring nature.
MZ
/T\
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If, then, as is clearly evident, there is a decided
divergence of view upon these weird problems, is
it not futile, and even perilous, to expatiate upon
them? The writer has for years felt that the most
regrettable feature of modern Spiritualism is to be
found in its distinct tendency to credulously receive
prophecy. And the tragedy of such ready credence
is that, in unconsciously inculcating a gloomy philo
sophy, potential adherents perceive something re
pellent in Spiritualism, and fail to find the sweet
ness, the joy, the peace and the love, which are, in
reality, the immortal foundations of this sublime
and enduring structure.
A Visit to New Zealand. It will be seen from our adver
tising columns that Mr. W. E. Boutchcr, a member of the
Spiritualist Council of New South Wales and certificated
lecturer and demonstrator, will be visiting New Zealand
about the end of January and will be prepared to assist
any centre requiring his services.
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THE VRILLIC FORCE.
MR.

CROMER’S

HEAUINO

WORK.

Miss Mary Rivett, B.A., (Sydney) M.A. (Cantab.), who
is the organiser of Mr. Victor E. Cromer's work in Sydney,
writes:—
Readers of “The Harbinger of Light” inay be interested
to hear something of the many developments that have
taken place in connection with Mr. Cromer’s work since
his arrival in Sydney a little more than nine weeks ago.
Three classes are well on the way towards the comple
tion of first courses in the study of the healing force, and
of much else arising out of that study; and the develop
ment in various ways shown by many of the members is an
indication of the very real achievement in spiritual unfoldment that is taking place as a result.
Most beautilul results are being obtained in connection
with Mr. Cromer’s own healing work. A variety of con
ditions, including rheumatoid arthritis, asthma, astigma
tism, bronchitis, nasal and bronchial catarrh, chronic con
stipation, nervous debility, eczema, erysipelas, gall stones,
glaucoma, goitre, chronic influenza, tonsilitis, nasal polyp,
gastric ulcer, and displaced vertebra, have been completely
cured, or are showing very definite and progressive im
provement. And in many cases the mental and spiritual
effects are no less marked than is the physical healing. A
few instantaneous cures have taken place, some of them
following upon four minute treatments which Mr. Cromer
gives at the end of all lectures. Definite results are being
obtained, too, by absent treatment.
In addition to seeing patients in his rooms at The Lodge,
Burdekin House, 199 Macquarie Street, Mr. Cromer has
healing centres at Gordon, at St. Matthew’s Church, Manly,
and at the Children’s Library, 119 Devonshire Street.
Surry Hills. To all who cannot afford to pay, treatment
and teaching are free. The Children’s Library especially
is a free healing centre that promises to be of incalculable
benefit to ever increasing numbers of children and of
adults.
Should the requisite arraangements prove possible Mr.
Cromer may spend a fortnight in Melbourne from about
December 6th. During that time he would hold a short
course of six class meetings for the study of the Vrillic
Force, give such public lectures as might be organised, and
see patients for healing treatment.

The Melbourne Classes. With regard to the classes it
is proposed to hold in Melbourne, an enthusiastic organi
ser would be required to arrange the details. Will some
one volunteer to do this work? Intending students are
asso invited to forward their names to the Editor of “The
Harbinger of Light” as early as possible. This is the only
way of ascertaining whether sufficient encouragement is
likely to be offered to Mr. Cromer to come to Melbourne.

DESCRIPTION

OF

THE

SPHERES.

We may, for the sake of clarity of understanding, put
it thus: The earth is the centre about which many spheres
are, and is enclosed in all those spheres. And the resi
dents in the earth life are potentially in touch with all
those spheres, and actually so in ratio to their altitude
spiritually considered—spiritually because these spheres
are spiritual and not material. . . . So, as you go farther
and farther from the earth, you come to a realm where
the spheres of earth and the nearest planet interweave
with each other.
As every planet is served with like attendance, so the
complication is multiplied, and you will begin to see that
the study of these spheres is not so simple as some good
people among you evidently think it to be, who demand
from us information as to the meaning of this thing.
Draw a diagram of the solar system, with the sun at its
centre, and the planets roughly in their respective places
round him. Then begin with earth and encircle him with,
say, a hundred circles. Do the same with Jupiter, Mars,
Venus and the others, and treat the sun in like manner,
and you will have a faint idea of our work, and its ab
sorbing interest, but profound depths of meaning, to us
who include in our studies that of the Spheres of God. . .
Now, we are Sometimes asked how many spheres there
be. Well, having explained what we have above, I do not
apprehend that we shall be asked that question by you.
Did you ask it, we who are only of the Tenth of these
zones, would perforce have to answer “We do not know,
and much doubt whether Our answer to you would differ
were you to put that question a million million of aeons
hence, and we having progressed all the while.”
—-“Astriel” in The Vale Owen Script.
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Such mutual endeavour, at least for Spiritualists,
has been crowned with success and explains much
By B. L. SUMMERLIN, Brisbane.
that in the past seemed uncertain and dubious.
* * * *
the examination of the recorded quest for
Ignorance is but slowly dispelled and the keen
,.4 it is noticed that to those who were able to est intelligence discerns that to “hasten slowly” is
^themselves of prejudice it chanced that in the to ensure more stable foundations.
The fancied
u substance of their facts was found imbedded Heaven of Warrior days, and the scarcely betterach that warranted inclusion among the brightest endowed Paradise of a later time, have crumbled in
”w11j of experience.
the light that reason has cast over their mythical
^at “our virtues of to-day are sublimations of regions. The loss may seem real to childish fan
^ncts which might have been tuned to base cies, but moral stature is advanced when outworn
...v" is true, and also, that as our present actions notions are displaced by more vigorous attempts at
gf the outcome of our past thoughts, so we are adjustment.
0 weaving the conditions of our future. If
To see but a few extracts from modern Authors
coriedge thus brings improvement, yet perfection may be an inducement to peruse the whole of their
isQ full happiness may be ever unattainable in an arguments. Those who will read will find that,
Perfect world. But from the long ago Hope has at least, the age-long hope is based on an intuition
Lr whispered of a better one, and its voice, now of reality not fore-doomed to baffling negation, but
32. now loud, has never ceased to be the inspira- as certain now of satisfaction as when that divine
> of our forward march. The high peaks of injunction, “Seek and ye shall find,” first stirred
gvric assurance have been for the few, but ‘ the the imagination of men.
Liable idea of a posthumous life and dwelling that
hall be more or less the same as those one has left
Is it a matter of little moment that those whose
Ihse—this is a dream within the reach of every
interests and affections were knit with ours in the
I an, one that every man can understand.”
closest bonds of love and friendship, mysteriously
**
KU
and suddenly removed from our reluctant arms,
The literature of all races contains abundant evi- should, from what we deem the far-away, prove by
I hce that this hope of life after death has always their messages that the dark gulf of separation is
IMnimplanted firmly in human hearts; and the bridged, for eyes keen to see the wonder behind
I xv allusions to it are deeply interesting, as they apparently trivial methods ,with a certainty wholly
It in what fashion it was regarded through the delightful? Is it not worth all the patience we can
Ixnuries. As might be expected, the higher the muster for occasional disappointments and perplexi
l-iuire the more refined was the conception, and ties, to behold emerging from those shadows the
I xat among lower peoples it was tinctured with re vision of a world exalted, despite its sorrows and
liction of the crude modes of being in which they sin, by the foreshadowed splendour of things to
Ip their existence.
I Even without the stronger interest that aspira- be-?As the poet said—
brings, such universal agreement would beget a
Why climb the far-off hills with pain,
■fcsire for enlightenment as to a desirable state,
A nearer view of heaven to gain,
I lose possibility, if granted, must, have an in
In lowliest depths of bosky dells
ptace on all varied mental activities. For the
The hermit, Contemplation, dwells.
A fountain’s pine-hung slope his seat
^her removed from this admission the greater
Where, piercing heaven with screened sight,
degradation which has befallen the possessors
He
sees at noon the stars whose light
hopeless outlook. Ethical necessity, then, for
Shall glorify the coming night.
ds that such a hope should be extinguished.
* * * *
K K * *
And similarly, had we the sympathetic under
Agonised religion, in catering to this inherent standing and insight to know the wonder of what
J". has pictured the rewards awaiting there the takes place in the temple of the body, we should
^ance of conventional virtues, and conversely, behold a miniature of cosmic processes and glimpse
a. hrments of erring souls who have strayed from the perfection hidden now from earth-bound eyes
‘Wical pastures.
deep in the bosom of Infinity.
Substituting for
ft ■
ft ^natural rejection of lurid phantasies among vague statements, deductions from analogies of
has led to the supposition that a nor- what transpires around us, we shall be impressed
conduct should be followed by a like with the simplicity and truth of the claims brought
' progression when ultimately the cloak of before our notice, and recognise that birth into
asi'de. Although it would seem that in another and more spiritual state is but a replica on
should have been accomplished, a grander scale of the daily and hourly miracle
‘*C| bpnOnfe88e<1 110 &eneral agreement has been whose mystery, because of its very obviousness,
robably the force of subconscious pre- now passes almost unnoticed.
* hirT
other and more obvious deterrents,
You call it death—this seeming endless sleep,
XiT1 a *uccessful sequel. Man is gregarWe call it birth—-the soul at last set free.
Land menta,bs and deference to the
’Tis hampered not by time or space—-you weep.
Why weep at death? ’Tis iinnu>rtalit>.
1
i
we".a(! dislike to tread '<»«>>'
A
St m?Ch, keen and 1,01(1 inquiry,
Dr. Hodgson, of Cambridge llmversity:
fo he°Ubl ’aVe re"‘ai,le‘l
the eh cntton "f thosc Who have entered profoundly materialistic, not believing m
1 hi. 01 1,ff'l"tn fr< m**’ 811d lroni the vantage life after death. To-ilay 1 say, ll believe
truth has been given to me in such a wav as o it
1 wiMh t0 pierce the barrier. move even the possibility of a doubt.
*

*

*

*

r
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AUSTRALIAN

OF

OF LIGHT

Once again the Anniversary of the passing on o
esteemed pioneer, Mr. W. H. Terry ('who was promoted
to the higher life on the 27th October, 1913) has arrived
and will be celebrated in Melbourne on Sunday evening,
November 14th.
The memorial to his honor, and for
Spiritualistic propaganda work, is now a great deal
nearer practical fulfilment. The funds have reached close
upon £3,000 and several substantial donations, by bequest,
are promised when the work assumes a practical aspect.
We have in view a very valuable site within touch of
the city, but have not sufficient available money to lay
down the necessary deposit, and right here is the oppor
tunity, by each Spiritualist donating a sum to the pur
pose; we would then be in a position to secure this very
opportune chance. All moneys are under the control of
the M.P.S. Lyceum Trust (Terry Memorial Trust Inc.
Reg.) and cannot be used for any other purpose. Will
you help?
Send your donation to the Editor of “The Harbinger of
Light,” or to Charles Chatfield, Hon. Sec., Terry MemorAll donations will be acknowledged in this journal.
CHARLES. CHATFIELD,
64 Peel Street, Windsor.

EVOLUTION

AND

CREATION.

------♦------

LATEST

BOOK

BY

SIR

OLIVER

LODGE.

Although in his seventy-sixth year, Sir Oliver Lodge]
is still “going strong,” both physically and mentally, and
is devoting the’remaining years of his terrestrial existence]
to investigation of the properties of the Ether, writing]
further books on various .scientific subjects, and address-]
ing public audiences,, from both pulpit and platform, on
the discovery of the spiritual world and his experimental:
knowledge of the possibility of talking with its denizens..
He is, therefore, leading a very full life and seems to
gather exuberant joy in the process.
It is not long since the author gave us his delightfullyinspiring work, “Making of Man,” and now we have
another of equally illumining character—“Evolution and
Creation.” It was at one time thought that there could
be no possible reconciliation between Science and Theo
logy, but that day is clearly fading away and the tendency
now is for the two. to come closer and closer together.
Sir Oliver emphasises this point in the opening lines of
the Prologue in this latest volume from his pen:
My thesis is that there is no essential opposition be
tween Creation and Evolution. One is the method of the
other. They are not two processes, they are one—a
gradual one which can be partially and reverently fol
lowed by the human mind. We have the right to study
the methods so far as we can, the right to probe into the
manner by which the manifold things around us are in
ter-related, and how they have come into their present
form.

In language which “the man in the street” can follow
without feeling mentally strained he traverses the processes by which the universe has gradually evolved, and
sees in them all the working-out of a consistent plan
which has not yet been fully fulfilled. The chapters on
“Cosmic Evolution” (in which he postulates “an undiffcrentiated, all-extensive substance, the raw material out
of which everything is composed, and which we call the
Ether of Space”) “The Evolution of Plants and Animals,”
and “The Evolution of Man” are of fascinating interest to
thoughtful minds, whilst the section on “The Perfecting
of Man,” dealing with free-will, the sense of good and
evil and various aspects of Biblical -teaching’, is equally
notable and rich in deep religious thought.
Spiritualists should read what he has to say about “our
Elder Brother, who once dwelt as we do on the planet,
and who is still carrying on his work in a spirit of
I love
and sympathy, with an extraordinary omnipresent power
to help,” whilst the orthodox theologian may also be advised to study these comments arid possibly, as a logical
result, he may come to realise that “'wherever the: teachings of orthodoxy are over-explicit they are likely to be
mistaken.”
“Evolution and Creation” is a great book, and the “Daily
Mirror,” London, states that “it is selling like hot cakes
in all the Oxford bookshops.” It is dedicated to “my
sympathetic friend and kindly neighbour, Viscountess
Grey of Fallodon,” formerly Lady Glenconner, whose
association with psychical research is well-known to our
readers and who shares all the beliefs of the author. Sup
plies of the work are now on hand at the office of “The
Harbinger of Light.”

TO

RECORDERS—SPECIAL !

z
z

Recorders are again reminded that all Reports
must reach this office hy the ISth of the month, other
wise they are liable to be omitted, as It Is necessary to
go to press as early as possible to enable the Journal
to be delivered In distant parts by the end of the
month.
No other Reports had come to hand for this issue
at the time of going to press.

REPORTS

OF

SOCIETIES.

VICTORIA.
CHURCH OF SPIRITUAL RESEARCH, MELBOURNE.

Whilst we do not complain, we have noticed a slight fallingoff in the attendance at our Sunday evening services.
The
afternoon attendances, however, have been well maintained.
September and October Socials were not supported so well
as those held during the previous months of the season, but
we are confident that we shall be more than compensated for
our efforts in this section of our work on Tuesday, November
9 th, when we shall hold—in the Protestant Hall, Exhibition
Streetl—a BACK TO S.R.S SOCIAL AND DANCE (Fancy caps
optional). Now old friend or member don’t remain a stranger.
For old times' sake come on this occasion and say “How d’you
do.” Everybody, of course, is welcome but it will be a special
evening to greet old friends and members of the S.R.S. If you
are one, we particularly want you there.
Our Anniversary Services will be held on Sunday, November
7th, in the new hall Chartres House (old Scourfield Chambers)
165 Collins Street.
The anual meeting will be held towards the latter end of
November. Date will be fixed and advertised in due course
and nominations of office-bearers will close fourteen days prior
to date of meeting.
Kindly greetings to our worthy editor and all readers.
WM. GREENWOOD, Recorder.
S. O. !>.

CHURCH,

MELBOURNE.

During the past month our platform has been occupied by
Mrs. Austin, Mr. Stephen Foster and Mr. F. Johnston.
Mrs.
Austin gave a very instructive and interesting address on how
Saturn and Uranus influence our lives. Mr. Foster took the
subject of “Spiritual Evolution” the first time, and continued
it in his second address, and each time spoke to a “full house.”
Mr. Johnston gave a very lucid address on Concentration. The
demonstrators have been Mr. Gill (our Vice-President) Mr.
Foster and Mr. Johnston.
Our President (Mrs Hanger) is still in Sydney and we have
good reports of the work she is doing there in the cause of
Spiritualism.
We have to record the passing of our Sister and member,
Mrs. Hurter, with sorrow—sorrow that we shall no longer
have her gentle and gracious presence with us in physical
form, but joy in the knowledge that she has passed on to the
higher life. We tender our loving sympathy to her sorrow
ing husband, relatives and friends.
Our best wishes to the Editor.
E. MARSHALL, Hon. Sec.
MALVERN

SPIRITUALIST

TEMPLE.

With the assistance of Mrs. Parkinson and Dr. Macdonald!
Moore and our Leader’s addresses brighter than ever, we have!
given our audiences some good thought during the past month.
Same wonderful test messages by our Leader have been well :
received and leave no doubt as to our spirit friends being ever
with us.
J
At our quarterly meeting the balance sheet showed us to be;
on a sound financial basis, thanks to each worker giving all
their services free of charge. The Secretary’s appeal for
assistance in preparing the hall for the services, owing to his
leaving the district, has been well responded to, and we wisM
to thank those who have come forward, including Mr and Airs.
Hartley and Mr and Mrs Evans for their kind assistance. To
Mis-5 Vroland and Mrs Haworth we are deeply indebted tor
their true spiritual assistance, and are looking forward to
having Miss Vroland occupy a permanent place on our plat
form.
____ ____
=__ after^ andL this
“The Harbinger of Light” is well
sought
True
spiritual
month’s supply sold out early. T
-------L’J__ wishes to kind.
red Societies and our bright journalWM. SHERBURN, Hon, Sec.

SCHOOL

OCCULT

SCIENCE.

Lt gives me great pleasure to report continued progress with;
all our meetings. Our platform lias been occupied by verjra
able lecturers—Mrs. Capon (Theosophical Society) Mr Harden^
Dr. Claud Beales, Rev. Dr. Huston and Mr E. O. Jones.
Our Social was a great success. We desire to thank Jr! ra
Johnson and Mr Askhajn for the lovely gifts and prizes theM
gave.
One of our members has kindly offered us a room in hel
House for dur Occult class on Tuesday evening. Anyone wishl
ing to join can obtain particulars from the Secretary.
We are holding our first Anniversary on November lltlv
There
f36 a
orchestra and musical and elocutionary
Items,
bave helped the School durituj
the year will also take part.
, Ul‘ N(,'’embei'
our Anniversary Social will be held, tad
mg the form of Cap and Streamer Night; an extra big prw
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SPIRITUALIST

CHURCH.

iJRttnued good attendances at the event.
treat to maintain
.
.
evening- services
the
t«
thRt is ‘"variably man!
at these
meetings
__
— In. addition
to the eniovnhin
Btutnor Morrell,
very IntereslhV"
’?Sbe’,?.t• 'nantL«i Mrs —
jjjress was delivered on Sunday, September 26th bv
^•ndham Heathcote, B.A., who chose as his subject Mr.
"Is
ritualism True?”
The healing services every Sunday afternoon have
been
jerked by real outpourings of spiritual power.
The Lyceum is growing in numbers and it is a great exwrience to see how the little ones enjoy these meetings.
A very successful social and dance was held on Saturday,
October 4th. A feature of the evening was the combined
work of several lady members whose efforts made the evening
wry enjoyable. The next social is to be held on Saturday,
November 6th.
New bocks are being added to the library which is now an
important institution to members of the church.
W. C. HELSDON, Recorder.
stakmore newtown united spiritualist church.

Thanks to many willing helpers our Sunday services con
tinue to make very satisfactory progress: since returning to
our original location we have regained many of our old and
valued members, also many new supporters have joined us.
nor last monthly social held on September 19th was a very
bright and happv affair, the choir, under the able leadership
of Choirmaster Bevan, together with some first-class elocu
tionary items, forming a most delightful programme.
Our Healing Service on Tuesdays continues to do a splendid
work helping the sick, who, by the methods followed, feel a
wonderful and tangible power.
Our week-night services are doing a good work in providing
evidences of the after life. The Occult Class, conducted by
our President, contains many earnest and enthusiastic stu
dents some of whom ably conducted the Sunday Service on
September 26th, and we trust that ere long, all our services
will be conducted by our own students.
x a
On October 23rd and 24th all our collections were devoted
to the “Cancer Fund” and our services broadcasted, this being
the first occasion of a Spiritualist service being broadcasted
in New South Wales.
T
,
W. D. MORREILL, Recorder.
s
S. O. L.

CHURCH,

NEW ZEALAND.
WELLINGTON SPIRITUALIST CHURCH

There have been very good attendances at the Lyceum ses
sions during the nast month. On 3rd October, we unveiled a
portrait of Mr Alfred Kitson, the father of the Lyceum move
ment in England. After short speeches by both Mr and Mrs
Webb, Mr Mouat was called upon to unveil the portrait. After
the unveiling, recitations were given by Esma Reddell. Eileen
Swede and Mr Alf Miles. Solos were given by Mrs Webb, Miss
G. Wedd and Mr Barton. A piano and violin duet was given
by Mr Barton and Mr Wilmot.
With best wishes to “The Harbinger of Light.”
(Miss) L. WEBB, Lyceum Secretary.

SYDNEY.

Srdnev now has a very progressive new Spiritual Church—
the S.O.L. Church, situated in Wembley House (third floor),
Central Square. It is, therefore, most central, being only halfa minnto from the main stop for all trams to and from the
railway, city, and suburbs.
Wembley House is a beautiful
new building, airy and spacious, and the S.O.L. Church has a
very fine room indeed.
, , .,
.
Mrs Hanger, of Melbourne, who recently founded the Church,
has a charming personality, and an earnest, inspiring message
for truth-seekers. The meetings are attracting a splendid
type of thoughtful souls, and the attendances are excellent.
Develoning classes and lectures fill in the week-nights.
Mrs
Hanner is working very hard, indeed, and it is owing to her
Indefatigable efforts that the different meetings are so success
ful. Mr Jas. Turner is an earnest helper also and deserving

Miss Major, Mrs Hopkins, Mrs Whelan and a number of
other Sydney workers have extended a hearty welcome to Mrs
Hanger and we are pleased to have her with us.
M. C. BENSON, Recorder.

Replies

J. McK. (Darlinghurst): Thank you.

E.

B.
A.

E.

During the past month we have had some very fine gather
ings. The Church is still making headway, several new mem
bers having united with us during the past few weeks.
On September 26th at 3.15, a Dedication Service was held,
Mrs Brown’s little son being dedicated to Spiritualism. Mrs
Rees, who conducted the service, gave a very inspiring little

J.

fmr grateful thanks to the Mediums and Speakers who have
their services during the month. Also to Mr. Montand other friends who have given flowers.. We
V,’c would
Pccially thank Mr Nicholson for his kindness In giving us a
thA. ay evening for the benefit of the Church Fund; also to

M.

who assisted him.

Mr«Tfia? a very Ane attendance ot our last Social evening,
Hon a i ? Kivhig her valuable help at the piano; Mrs Robin^asslsted by the ladies of the Committee, serving refreshiF u** ha" ^een
UH some very fine trance
Mating whlch "aVe be6n much appreciated and wonderfully

a *he5lty welcome to any visitors from other
The best of good wishes to all.
S.

WILSON,

E.

We sent the paper to
your sister.
P. (Malvern): All Spiritualists denounce the militant spirit
which seeks to create international warfare—none more
so than Mr. Ernest Oaten to whom you refer.
C. (Clapham): You are evidently mediumistic, and there is
the right sentiment expressed in your verses, although
they hardly rank as poetry.
C. (Tambellup): Thank you for enclosure from magazine.
We may' be able to cull from it later, The incident you
refer to may have been quite real, Many people have had
a similar experience.
F. (Eagle Hawk Neck): We forward the copy of the H. of
L as desired. Have read instalment of story enclosed and
noted the reference to mediulms. We have to put up with
a lot of this stuff—just “grin and bear it.” When mis
statements of this character are published in a journal of
this description it is impossible for us to overtake them,
as so few of its readers would see our rejoinder.
M. (Marrickville): Very interested in your experiences.
There is nothing like personal investigation, but it is not
always possible to publish details when names are referred
to, as relatives or friends might object, and we have to
study their feelings.
J (Christchurch): You will notice we have used one of the
items referred to in your letter. The “dazzling light” mayhave been caused by an exceptionally brilliant meteor, a-.i
all the while that possibility exists we cannot entertain
the suggestion of a spiritual origin.
C. (Adelaide); Verses received. We hope to fincl time to
read them shortly. At present it is a case ot bo little
done, so much to do!”

L.

' s"'tav.an other .„llght..t.a liters of

Secretary.

QUEENSLAND.

to Correspondents

Correspondents reauiring a personal Teply must enclose a
Stamped addressed envelope for the purpose.
M.S. submitted for approval can only be returned when
stamps are enclosed to cover postage.

UNITED SPIRITUALIST CHURCH (SCIENTISTS) SYDNEY

*

Kent Ter.

The hymns each Sunday during the month, have been taken
from a particular Spiritualist hymn writer. Thus the hymns
of Lizzie Doten, Charles Swain, E. W. and M. H. Wallis, and
the Rev. J. Page Hopps, have been sung; and a brief resume
of each author’s life and work has been given by the Speaker,
Mr R. A. Webb. The Sunday evening discourses have been:
“Where Have the World’s Great Heroes Gone?” “What is
Noble”; “Truth, Love and Purity”; “Jesus! Man, Myth or
Martyr?”
The monthly social on the 18th was enjoyable and a success.
With Mrs Steele at the piano, and a number of willing per
formers and workers, it could not be otherwise.
The Church Notice Board has been renovated, and placed in
a more prominent position at the front of the Church, where it
can be seen easily by the many passers-by, Mr Tovev gener
ously supplying the necessary timber for the standards. etc.
We beg to thank several members for donations of books
to our lending library. We welcome to our meetings all Spiritualists and enquirers visiting New Zealand.
Greetings to the Editor and to his readers.
GEO. BODELL, Hon. Sec.
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THE HARBINGER OF

LIGHT

Send for our Catalogue!
WHAT

ALL

THE

WORLD

Send your Orders to “The Harbinger of Light/
*

READING.

IS

117 Collins Street, Melbourne.

All Orders must be accompanied by Remittances, and the Books will be despatched, carefully packed, by retain of post

The Postage mentioned in each instance is for all places within the British Empire.
To keep abreast of the wonderful Fsychioal Phenomena occurring' in the world to-day, one must read incessantly.
Works of this character are almost monopolising tho British and American markets, and our desire is to keep our sup
porters supplied with all the latest literature available on these transcendent developments, as supplied by the leading
Scientists and other Intellectuals on the other side of the World.

Please Note the Address:—“The Harbinger of Light,” Austral Buildings, 117 Collins Street, Melbourne—just opposite
the Independent Church.
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JUST TO HAND!

THE LAND OF MIST
GREAT

MYSTERY

By SIR ARTHUR

NOVEL.

CONAN

DOYLE.

An entrancing story in which the Author introduces us
to his famous characters: Professor Challenger, Lord John
Roxton, and Mr. Malone.
The theme is presented in the Author’s most attractive
style, all kinds of Psychic phenomena—based on actual
experience—are freely introduced, and a ‘‘love affair” is
deftly interwoven. Spiritualists will see in it a record of
experiences, while those who are not Spiritualists will re
joice in it as a thrilling story in Sir Conan Doyle’s usual
vivid manner.—“Daily News,” London.
In his zeal as a propagandist Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
has not forgotten his art as a story-teller so that readers
will be entertained whether they are converted or not.—
“Yorkshire Post.”
Price, 6/-; postage, 5d.
JUST

MAKING

MAN.

CONTENTS S—

“THE LOWLANDS OF HEAVEN”
“THE HIGHLANDS OF

OF

SIR OLIVER LODGE’S REMARKABLE BOOK.
Science on the side of the optimists and the angels.

ARRIVED.

VALE OWEN’S GREAT BOOKS:

NEW AND

With 64 Illustrations of Human Auras.
There are few subjects of greater interest to the inves
tigator of psychical phenomena than that of the human
aura, the mysterious magnetic envelope that surrounds the
body and which assumes various forms and colors in ac
cordance with the physical, moral and spiritual condition
oi the individual. Clairvoyants throughout the ages have
assured us of its presence, but it has remained for Dr.
Kilner to demonstrate its existence by scientific methods
and thus prove that which the Clairvoyants could only
assert to be true.
This exceedingly interesting and important work describes in detail how the discovery was made by the use
of chemically-prepared glass screens, and how they can
be utilised by medical men for diagnostic purposes. The
observations extended over a number of years, during
which auras of all phases and colours were rendered visible
to the physical eye and their peculiarities noted.
What this discovery may lead to, only time can show.
The French Scientists 1have pronounced it to be "most
important.” Dr. Reni Soudre. lecturing at the Inter
national Metaphysical Institute. Paris. declaring that
“abundance of proofs left hardly any doubt as to the
value of the discovery.”
The 64 illustrations add greatly to the interest of the
volume. Price, 14/6; postage. 6d.

HEAVEN”

CHEAP EDITION.

These two enthralling works, the inspired product of the
pen of the Rev. G. Vale Owen, have long since been out of
print, but have now been re-published and are selling as
briskly as heretofore.
Although printed on good paper and strongly bound in
cloth, the price has been reduced by nearly one half.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, in his Foreword to the
Volumes, writes:
“World-wide publicity is now being given to that revela
tion of the after-life which of all others one would have
selected to place before the public—the purest, the high
est, the most complete, the most exalted in its source.
‘The narrative is before you, and ready to speak for
itself. Do not judge it merely by the opening, lofty as It
may be, but mark the ever-ascending beauty of the narrative, rising steadily until it reaches a level of sustained
grandeur.
‘And is it subversive of all beliefs? A thousand times,
NO. It broadens them; it defines them: it beautifies them;
it fills in tiie empty voids which have bewildered us.’ ”
Price 5/6; postage, 3d.

Outlook on the Universe—The Effort of Evolution (a contri
bution to the Problem of Evil)—The Coming of Man—Tho
Development of Man—The Destiny of Man—The Best of all
Possible Worlds—The Love of the World—Man's Ascent (The
First Mau and the Second)—Transcendental Man (The Prob
lems of Christology).
Thoughts on this life and hereafter, of exquisite interest.
**
—"Daily Mail.
**
"Each page is laden with rare and refreshing fruit.”—I

"Yorkshire Post."
"It fascinates and inspires and gives the lie to the pessi
mist, ’—"Liverpool Courier."
"Freshly, briskly, invitingly written . . . written with the
hand of a master of exposition."—"Birmingham Post.
Sixth Edition.

Xn demand all over the world.

Price, 5/-; postage, id.

THE DEAD HAVE NEVER DIED.
By Edward C. Randall, author of “Life's Progression'
*
and “The Future of Man?' Cloth. Price, 9,'S; postage. 5d
This delightfully-expressed and wonder-rousing beak
has been unprocurable for the past twelve mouths. A new
edition, however, has now been published, and wiU doub
less be eagerly sought after. The author, aa eminei
barrister, of New York, and who has devoted over 3
years to the investigation of the amasing direct void
phenomena recorded in this volume, presents new evident
that there is no death; that the dead have never died.

