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We publish in another column a portion of the Report 
of the Committee of the London Dialectical Society 
(appointed nearly two years Bince, to test tho reality of 
the alleged spiritual manifestations), which has oozed 
out without the authority of that body, and the reason 
of the Society’s reticence, and their delay in publishing 
the Committee’s Report, is now palpable. These learned 
societies do not like tho intrusion of new lights from 
without, they do not take kindly to anything disco
vered outside of the pale of orthodox science ; and doubt
less when the Committee wore appointed it was presumed 
that their labors would have a very different termination. 
The Committee's investigations were without doubt the 
most thorough and searching of any that have yet been 
'nstituted to teBt the reality of tho physical manifesta
tions, and the result is a demonstration of the fact of an 
influence, independent of the investigators — moving 
heavy, ponderable substances, making audible sounds, 
and exhibiting intelligence. Sceptics will demur that it 
was not proved to be spirits; that the Committee did not 
see spirits, and that, therefore, it  may bo some undis
covered power.; but such arguments are puerile. I f  it 
were merely a manifestation of force, their arguments 
might have some weight; but where can we look for intel
ligence except to man, spirit, or God ? Wo have heard 
many persons say, “ Prove to me that ponderable bodies 
can bo moved or suspended without material interven
tion, and I  will believe.” Will they accept tho evidence 
of these thirty scientific gentlemen ? We fear not; like 
Pharaoh, they harden their hearts, and will not be con
vinced till conviction is forced upon them. To such, it 
is of little use, for, when convinced, they neglect to profit

by it—being convinced against their will; still, there are 
some even, amongst positive, scientific minds, who will 
bo sufficiently interested to approach the subject in a 
proper spirit of enquiry. I t  has not yet transpired how 
far the Committee carried their investigations beyond 
the physical phenomena; but if they have endeavoured 
to bring tho higher mental phases to experimental tests, 
we think they wdl have failed to do so, at least to the 
satisfaction of all. It  would be next to impossible for 
so largo a circle, unless animated by a sincerely religious 
feeling, to’acquire the condition nescessary to prove in- 
contestibly the mental phases of the phenomena. Even 
were seeing and speaking mediums developed amongst 
them, it would not demonstrate to the material percep
tions of the majority that spirits spoke or were seen. 
The portion we publish is (or should be) a sufficient basis 
for investigators to start from ; but if  they oxpect to 
make any real progress, they must not attempt to bring 
the spirits to their condition's, but must be willing to 
submit to the conditions found to bo essential by thoso 
who have devoted as much time to the • study of the 
spiritual philosophy as they have to other sciences. 
Wisdom’s throne is on high, and men must be willing to 
approach in humble spirit. lie  cannot have her debased 
to meet him—she is full of majesty! Unfortunately most 
of our scientific men are too proud in their own Conceit 
to submit to what they deem unnecessary conditions, and 
hence they and the world lose much. However, time, 
and the accumulated testimony of the truly philosophical 
minds of many of their brethren of undoubted- ability and 
clear-mindedness who have investigated in all humility 
a science beyond th eir  ken, will gradually bring these 
great philosophers of the Tyndall school to a sense of 
their own littleness, and prepare them for the investiga
tion of the principles and laws of nature. Meanwhile, 
let man trust to his own reason and good sonse, and 
remember that tho Scientific authority is only an autho
rity in those sciences which he has investigated, and is 
no more competent to judge of spiritual things than any 
intelligent man or woman who has never studied the 
abstract soiences. The acquisition of spiritual knowledge 
and wisdom is open to all, but in accordance with the 
purify and capacity of the investigating mind, will be the 
amount of light that it  can absorb.
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COMMUNICATION.

F e b b u a b t  14 t h .

\ You wore aslting tho other (lay for an explanation o 
the doctrines of a certain American lecturer, who seemed 
in his writings to deny the personality of the Creator. 
But this is nothing more than an example of tho vast 
disparity of ways of regarding the same subject which 
exists in all departments of mind, both in the body and in 
the spirit. This same mind will probably carry tho same 
view into the spirit-world, and it will not be until he has 
arrived at the elevation from which his spiritual vision 
will enable him to “ see through nature up to Nature's 
God,” that ho will he able to thoroughly appreciate the 
soul of things about which ho writes now. God, as we 
have often told you, is an idea utterly incomprehensible 
by the only partially-developed mind. It  is seldom that 
any ono in tho body can grasp the conception at a ll; 
indeed, to put the matter categorically before you, it is 
hardly till the spirit is arrived at the higher circles of 
what you call the fifth sphere, that it arrives at that 
period of its education, in which it is able to tako in tho 
main facts which we learn of His nature. "We do not 
blame this man ; wo believe ho is thoroughly honest in 
his convictions, though no doubt his views do harm to 
those whose minds arc still in a transition stage, and 
who have not arrived even so far as he has at a know
ledge of how God works in nature. Bo content, my 
friends, in the present to acquire knowledge, to aspire 
after God and good. Tho time will come for you, when 
you will be able not only to aspire after Him, but to 
commcnco a luiowlcdgo of Him, which you now cannot. 
Were we to attempt to commence an explanation of 
what our own daily, hourly, studies on the subject of tho 
Deity aro, it would bo as incomprehensible to you as- 
tho higher branches of mathematics arc to a young and 
only halt-educated person. The mind should only have 
instilled into it the Quality as well as quantity of know
ledge that it is enabled to retain, and spiritually digest. 
We could at this moment, without any difficulty, trans
mit to your minds the words of our own studies for the 
last tew days, but the idea would utterly fail of being 
conveyed to you, so where would bo the use of doing so? 
Man is essentially a progressive being ; were lie not so, 
he would cease to be what God, the Almighty planner, 
intended him to be, but would sink to a level with tho 
brute creation in the earth life ; though indeed they are 
also progressive, but in a totally different plan and place 
from yourselves. Be content, wo say, to lay up know
ledge, to have the satisfaction of feeling that you arc 
daily advancing a step higher in the acquisition of truth, 
and know that by so doing you nre rising a step nearer 
to a knowledge of God, who is tho author and finisher 
'of all truth. The only appreciable idea of God’s nature 
to the purtially developed mind is that He is all love, and, 
as we nave often told you, on this foundation the appre
ciation of the knowledge of His wisdom must rest. Pro
bably your professor, though learned in the general 
theory of the Harmonial Philosophy, has hardly yet 
really at heart this cardinal fact, and consequently ho 
fails to arrive at a just conclusion from the fact of liis

£ remises being without a firm, and the only true, form
ation. This is the origin of tho Scripturo references 

to the mental state of a little child, and tho necessity of 
humility, and so on. God, in His infinite mercy, has so 
planned, that this, the main foundation of His nature, 
is the one which is at the same time the most necessary 
to understand, and is also the'most easy of comprehen
sion by children, and by persons whose minds aro still 
in a childish state. And thus it is that the wiso and 
learned in the world’s wisdom and the theology of books 
find it difficult to lay all this aside, and to come in spirit 
to the foot of God’s throne, with this one simple idea on 
their minds, that however intricate and difficult of com
prehension the works of the Almighty may he, however 
impossible it is for the mind in its mundane condition to 
take in tho conception of the power and wisdom of God, 
that yet there is this fact, which the meanest may appro
priate to themselves and find consonant with the simplest 
aspirations of their nature, that GOD IS LOVE.

WORDS OF WISDOM.
Be guided in every action more hy-the inward voice 

than by any external direction, inasmuch as the external 
is not the real and the internal is the true reality.

Rely not upon any external authority, though it 
should be presented in the name of tho most advanced 
spirits, for authority forbids the proper exercise of 
reason, and that which is received without reason can 
make no appeal to tho spirit.

Plaeo reliance not so much on what spirits say as on 
what they be, for what they say will he but a feeble and 
imperfect expression of indwelling truth, but what they 
be involves tlio inherent qualities of the soul which no 
change or circumstance can destroy.

Receive only that as truth which can be comprehended 
by the reason and which has an application to tho inner 
consciousness of the soul, for that which is above or 
beyond reason cannot be inwardly digested, and that 
which does not appeal to tho consciousness of the soul 
can do the soul no good.

Finally, let the standards of thought and action which 
mortals have erected, be made subservient to tho divino 
and immutablo standard which is presented in Naturo 
and tho developed soul.

$0  Ä
HUMAN BROTHERHOOD.

[ L e io ii  H u n t .]
Abou-Ben-Adhem—may his tribe increase!
Awoke one night from a sweet dream of peaco,
And saw, within the moonlight of his room,
Making it rich, and like a lily bloom,
An angel writing in a book of gold.
Exceeding peace had made Bon-Adhom bold ;
And to the vision in the room he said—
“ What writest thou ?” The vision raised its head. 
And with a look made all of sweet accord, 
Answered, “ The names of those who love tho Lord.” 
“ And is mine one ? said Abou. “ Nay, not so,” 
Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,
But cheerly still, and said: “ I  pray thee, then, 
Writo me as ono who loves his fellow men.”
The angel wrote and vanished. The next night 
I t  came again, with great awakening light,
And showed the names which love of God had blest, 
And lo ! Ben-Adhem’s namo led all the rest.

AN “ IN FID E L ."
An “ Infidel I" how easy said ;

Hut wherefore comes the name !
Wlmt is  “ an Infidel"  I ask,

And is it  cause for shame.
Is  it  to take for truth and right 

W hat reason has weighed well,
To prove all things, hold fast the good f 

Then am I  “ Infidel I"
Is it  to trust with fearless faith,

The God within.the sou l;
Heeding tho voice that speaks therein, 

Spurning all false control.
Trusting in inspiration past,

In  inspiration now ;
Selecting wheat from out the chaff, 

Where'er i t  comes, or how ;
Believing heaven oft fills our souls 

W ith promptings pure and high,
I f  this—all this—be “ Infidel,”

Then “ Infidel"  am I  I 
Unflinchingly I  face the scorn—

Freely accept the shame—
For if  an “ Infidel ” mean this,

I  glory in tho namo.
W ith angel breathings round me oft, 

W ith hopes most bright and cheer, 
With earnest soul-pants after truth,

I  cannot stop to fear.
W ith love to God and love to man,

To Justice, Truth, and Bight,
Heaven grant I  ne,’cr be "infidel,”

To past and present light.
To oreed-bound dogmas, false though old, 

I've bid a  last adieu;—
Your fetters ne'er can bind my soul,

I ’m “ Infidel ” to you.
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go (forr^ondiitte.
Communications f o r  in sertio n  in  this J o u r n a l  should  be 

plainly written, a n d  as concise as possible.

S P IR I T IS M  V . S P I R I T U A L I S M .

TO THE EDITOR OF T H E  H A R B IN G E R  OF LIOnT.
J in  E d it o r ,— H a v e  th e  goodn ess to  sp are  m e a  c o m e r  

in your n e x t issue, th a t  T m ay  rep ly , o n ce  fo r  all, to  th e  
«•vcral queries and cen su res  o f  y o u r re a d e rs , who keep  
bothering me, from  m onth  to  m on th , a b o u t m y u se  o f  
the words spiritist, sp iritism , sp iritism a l, e tc .

I  am ignorant o f  th e  biblical exp ressio n s, “ com paring  
sp iri/ua fthings  w ith s p ir it u a l" — “ sp ir itu a l  s a c r if ic e s ” 
—“ spiritually m in d ed ”— “ th e re  is  a  n a tu ra l body, and  
there is a sp iritu a l body ” — a n d  I  c a n  d iscern  th e  diffe
rence between th in g s tem poral and th in g s  s p ir it u a l :  b u t 
what, in the nam e o f  ph ilology, w hat have su ch  e x p re s 
sions to do with th e  u se  a n d  ab u se o f  th e  words 

spirit, spiritist, spiritism , spiritism al, 
spiritual, spiritualist, sp iritu alism , spiritualistic-?  

the employment o f  th e  la s t th re e  ill-form ed w ords being  
(in my opinion) n o cre d it to  a g en tlem an , an d  d iscred it
able to a scholar. A n d  w h a t d o all th e  q u otation s from  
the Melbourne N ew sp ap ers w hich h av e  been sen t to  m e, 
signify ? They ce rta in ly  do n o t  p rov e th a t  I  am  in e rro r  
in using spiritist, sp iritism , e tc .,  b u t on ly  show  th a t  the  
Editors have n ev er g iven  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  w ords a  
moment’s consideration . I  c a n  p ro d u ce  N ew sp ap er  
authority for th e  w ro n g ly -fo rm ed  w ord s agricu ltu rist, 
controversialist, Sabbatarians, sectarians, and several o th er  
preposterous w ords ; b u t, all th e  E d ito rs  in M elb ou rn e  
put together, ca n n o t m ak e  a n y  w ord s r ig h t  w hich a re  
radically w rong. I  w rite , 

agriculture, a g ricu ltu ris t, ag rieu ltu rism ,
controvert, co n tro v e rtis t, con tro v ersy ,
sabbath, sab b atist, sabbatism ,
sect, se ctis t, s c c t i s m ;

though, until re ce n tly , I  w ro te  secta rist  an d  sectarism  ,\ 
but, meeting w ith th e  w ord  sectist, th e  p ro p rie ty  o f  th e  
formation from  sect s tru ck  m e , and I  a t  o n ce  ad op ted  
sectist, scctism. I  can n o t, how ever, b e  a ccu sed  o f  w riting  
such m onsters in lan gu ag e as  a g ricu ltu rist  an d  a gricu l-  
turism, nor controversialist an d  controversialism , n o r  sab- 
batarianist and Sabbatarianism , n o r  scctarianist  and secta
rianism, neither spiritualist  an d  sp iritu a lism  :  su ch  self- 
evident im proprieties I  leav e  to  th o u g h tless  ed ito rs  and  
dictionary-makers.

In reading w ell g o t-u p  ”  sp iritism a l (n o t  spiritual, 
nor spiritualistic) w ork s published in E n g lan d , as  well 
as on the C o n tin en t o f  E u ro p e , I  ob serve  th a t  th e  P re ss  
is gradually in trod u cin g  sp iritist  a n d  sp ir it is m ,- and  
when the p rop riety  o f  th e  te rm s  shall flash up on  th e  
Americans, th ey  to o  m ay be e x p e cte d  t o  ad o p t thorn. I  
care not a straw , M r . E d ito r , w hich o f  th e  tw o form ations  
your readers follow, only l e t  th em  n o t  e x a c t  from  m e th e  
adoption o f  in a ccu ra te , g larin g ly  im p rop er w o rd s and  
expressions, which do n o t  signify w h at th e  w ord s are  
intended to  m ean. T o  th o se  o f  y o u r  re a d e rs  w ho m ay  
iancy th at th e  littleness  o f  m y  rem ark s o u g h t n o t  to  
occupy any o f  y o u r valu ab le sp ace . I  w ould say —

“ Naught th at is right, think little ;
Whagreason bids, God bids."-—Vodng.

Heartily wishing su ccess  to  T h e  H a r b in g e r  o f  L ig h t ,  I  
"nail close by q u otin g  T h e  A d v ice  o f  Pope.—

." words, or fashions, the same rule will hold ;
Alike fantastic if too new, or old :

He not the F irst by whom the new arc tried, 
i©" Nor yet the L ast to lay the old aside.”

I  am , D e a r  S ir, y o u rs  sinceroly ,

B .  S. N A T L E R .

J f e  4 ?  -n ot d isp u te th e  co rre c tn e ss  o f  M r . N ay lo r’s 
c ™ 18' W e  use th e  te rm s  S p iritu al and S p iritu alist be-

Cuso <>f its m ore g en era l u se  and accep tatio n  b y  th e  
IC' . . .  e th in k ,t o o ,i t  is som ew h at m o re  euphonious, 
public p refer  it , cu sto m  san ctio n s,’ th e re fo re  w e use  

“1 our original m a tte r .— E d.]

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G  S E R V I C E S .

TO TH E ED ITO R OF TH E H AR BIN G ER OF LIG H T.

D ear S ir ,— P e rm it m e to  say  a  w ord  o r  tw o ab o u t  
ou r Sunday m orn in g m eeting. I  am  n o t far from  c o r re c t  
w hen I  say th a t  m o st o f  th e  S p iritu alists in  M elb ou rn e  
a re  .w a r e  o f  such a  m eetin g, and , being so , i  ca n n o t  
u n d erstan d  why it  is th e y  do n o t  give i t  th e ir  co u n te 
n an ce  a n d  sup port.

S ir, I  would con sid er i t  little  sh o rt o f  im pertin ence on  
m y p a r t  to  a tte m p t to  inform  an y  one (esp ecially  th ose  
b earin g  th e  nam e o f  S p iritu alists) o f  th e  ad v an tag es o f  
“ o rg a n iz a tio n ”  in th e  in te re st o f th e  believers in th is  
o r an y  o th e r  th eo ry , and w ould sim ply co n te n t m yself  
w ith  s ta tin g  th a t  if  m y fellow -believers a re  aw are o f  
such a  m eetin g, i t  is th e ir  d u ty  and priv ilege n o t only  
to  g ive th e ir  a tte n d a n ce , b u t h e a rty  co-o p eration  in all 
th a t  is calcu lated  to  exten d  to  o th ers  th e  ligh t, liberty , 
a n d  p eace which th ey  th em selves so rich ly  en joy. N o  
one will gain say  th e  f a c t  th a t  if  Spiritu alism  brings  
a n y th in g , i t  brin gs all th ese in rich-ab un dance. A n d  I  
w ould say , if  th e  consciou s possession o f  such “  fullness  
o f blessing ”  be n o t reason sufficient to  draw  th e  posses
so rs  to g e th e r  for harm onious actio n , on  behalf, and for 
th e  w ell-being o f  th e ir  fellow s, th e n  I  can conceive o f  no  
o th e r  reaso n  w o rth y  th e  nam e.

B ein g  aston ish ed  a t  th e  sm all a tten d an ce  th e  la s t tw o  
S u n d ays, I  n a tu ra lly  en q uired  for a  cause. S ir, I. shall 
be exceed in gly  so rry  if  I  am  com pelled to  believe th a t  
w h a t I  w as inform od be th e  tru e  cau se  o f  so m any  
ab sen tin g  th em selv es. Should such, how ever, prove to  
be th e  case, th e  m eetin g, and all lovers o f  h arm on y and  
p ro g ress  will be infinitely b e tte r  w ith o u t th em . A ssu m 
in g  i t  to  be tru e , is  th e re  an y th in g  m anly in such co n 
d u ct. I s  i t  n o t ra th e r  u tte rly  opposed to  th a t  large- 
h ea rted  liberality  for which o u r  “ philosophy ”  is distin
guished, and th e  p ra ctica l exhibition o f  which is so im 
p o rta n t th a t  a n y  m ark ed  violation o f  su ch — sim ilar to  
th a t  allu d ed  t o — inflicts upon ou r “ g loriou s c a u s e ”  a  
positive in ju ry , from  w hich, in th e  eyes o f  a  discerning  
-public, i t  m u st assu red ly  suffer. W o  a r e  p a rticu la r  in 
n o ticin g  and cond em n in g th e  w ranglings o f  c re e d  and  
se ct . L o t  u s  be v e ry  ca re fu l lest w e u n d ergo th e  hum i
lia tin g  g u ilt  o f  p ractisin g  th a t  which we severely  con
dem n.

W h a t  have ou r sp irit friends been teach in g  us from  
Su nd ay to  Sunday in th e  “ C om m u nications ” I  and m any  
oth ors have listen ed  to  w ith profit and pleasu re. I t  is 
em p h atically  th e  lesson o f  “ L o v e .” T h ey  teach  th a t  
th is  divine sen tim en t is absolutely  essen tial to  p r o g re s s ; 
th a t  up on  i t ,  as  a  prin ciple, th e  un iverse is govern ed ; 
and th a t, conseq uently , th e  j a r  o f  discord  am oun ts to  th e  
a c t  o f  a  rebel ag ain st tlie divine law o f  harm ony insti
tu te d  b y  th e  G re a t A u th o r o f  A ll. I  hope. S ir, th a t  
th ose who havo n o t been in th e  habit o f  a tten d in g  a t  all, 
an d  also  th ose who com e on ce  now  and again , will see  
th e  n ecessity  o f  com bined 'effort in th e  cause, and for  
th e  fu rth eran ce  o f  w hich th e y  will give th e ir  “ g o n ia l”  
p re se n ce  a t  th e  S u nd ay m orn in g m eetings.

Y o u rs , & c.,

H A R M O N Y .
2 7 th  A pril, 1 8 7 1 .

U N R E L I A B L E  S P I R I T U A L  M A N I F E S T A T I O N S .

TO TH E EDITOR OF TH E H A R B IN G E R  OF LIG H T.
S ir ,— I n  m y last com m u nication I  re ferred , in ter  alia, to  
Sp iritu al ph enom ena m ad e ap p aren t th rou gh  a  tra n ce  
m edium , as exp erien ced  b y m yself. H av in g  h ad fu rth e r  
op p ortu n ity  o f  observing such m anifestations, I  trou blo  
y o u  once m o re  w ith iny individual id eas on  th e  su b ject, 
and w h ich  m ay be published if  you th in k  p rop er.

F ro m  w h at I  h o ar, and h av e  been enabled to  re m a rk , 
considerable p erp lexity  co n s ta n tly  a rises  in th e  m inds o f  
believers in Spiritualism , in view  o f  th e  a p p a re n t in eq u a
lities o r in consistencies o f  co n tro llin g  sp irits , a s  exh ib ited  
th ro u gh  variou s m edium s. W ith  re g a rd  to  com m u n ica
tions, and esp ecially  th ose b y p la n ch e tte , w e a r e  co n ti
n u ally  cau tion ed , b o th  b y sp irits  a n d  th o se  exp erien ced  
in  com m une w ith th em , to  a c ce p t n o th in g  as  tru e  and
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p e rfe ctly  reliable which does n o tn cco rd  w ith  ou r reason
in g — which wo ca n n o t app rove to  ou r intuitive com m on  
sen se . A n d  am on g th e  m u ltitu d e o f  cau ses w hy we 
should n o t receive th ese  w ith  im plicit belief, i t  is suffi
c ie n t lo  say th a t th e  im p erfect hu m an n atu re  o f  th e  
m edium  n ecessarily  ten d s to  clou d , tin ctu re , o r  p erv ert  
th e  c h a r a c te r  and te rm s  o f  com m unication, ju s t  as a  
d efectiv e  te lesco p e  confuses o r  m isleads th e  astronom er, 
who seek s to  ob tain  tru th  from  con tem p lation  o f  the  
heavenly bodies.

Afc-a r e ce n t seance, th e  lady-m edium  alluded to  in my 
la s t, in tim ated , in rep ly  to  a  question, th a t  she was in
sp ired  by th e  sp irit o f S ir  Isaac  N ew ton. O n e o f  the  
aud ien co desired th a t  th e  con trollin g sp irit should givo 
ovidenco o f  his id en tity  by answ ering certain  m ath em a
tica l q u estion s which he th en  propounded. T he m edium  
p rom p tly  refu sed , and g av e fu rth e r rep ly  from  th e  sp irit 
th a t  to  com ply w ould be yielding to  a  dem and fo r  a  test, 
fo r  which th e  medium  w as n o t qualified. T h is w as co n 
sidered by th e  q u erist u n satisfacto ry , inasm uch as  th e  
sam e m edium  had been em ployed by spirits to  diag
n o se  th e  ph ren ological organ isation  o f  s tra n g e rs  sub
m itted  to  h e r  exam in ation , and w as adm itted  to  have  
been successful. A  voice through th e  m edium  then r e 
m inded th a t  she had been con tro lled  by Com bo and E llio t-  
son, th e  lirs t am on g phren ologists o f  th e ir  day. T he  
e n q u ire r  exp ressed  him self still a t  a loss to  u n derstand  
w hy th e  m edium , who had been used to  give answ ers  
con n ected  with one in tr ic a te  scien ce  should n o t he fitted  
to  givo an sw ers rela tin g  to  an o th er, as  i t  w as presum edly  
a  question o f  m en tal ca p a c ity  in th e  passive in stru m en t. 
O n a  su b seq uent occasion, S ir  Isa a c  N ew ton  was again  
challenged to  give evidence o f  his id en tity , in anim ating  
th o  sam e m edium , and prom ised th a t i f  an o th er medium  
p reson t w ould s it w ith pencil and p ap er his sign atu re  
should be w ritten  by sp irit force . T ins o ccu rred , th e  
nam e being w ritten  th re e  tim es, b u t th e  handw riting is 
dissim ilar to  th e  published fac-sim ilo o f N ew ton ’s sign a
tu re . O th or com m unications from  persons o f historic  
fam e have been signed in a m anner o f e x a c t  im itation  o f  
th e  handw riting o f  th e  several sp irits  claim ing to  con tro l, 
and th is fa c t is  in confestibly  established. T h en , says  
a n o th er en q u irer, who is a t  tho sam e tim e thoroughly  
satisfied th a t  th e  sam o w as w ritte n  by sp irit influence, 
and indep enden tly o f  any collusion on  th e  w riter’s p a r t—  
w hy could n o t th e  sam e pow er w hich coerced  th e  medium  
to  w rite  its  nam e, co n tro l his h an d to  prod u ce th e  e x a ct  
sign m anual ?  ■

T h ese questions I  allude to , n o t as  having a n y  w eight 
o f  in te re st, in m y opinion (a n  opinion, b y th e  w ay, o f  no  
possible im p o rtan ce), b u t as  illu stra tin g  th e  varieties o f  
doubt and p erp lex ity  which p ervad e th e  m inds o f  n u m e
ro u s  believing S p iritu alists . F u rth e r , I  w ould rem ark , 
th a t  th e  evidence fo r  and ag ain st th e  tr u th  o f  Spiritualism  
is  so variou sly  reg ard ed , th a t  in all probability  no tw o  
ob servers will acco rd  th e  sam e valu e to  any one item . 
O n e person  will a tta ch  g r e a t  conseq uence to  in co n sist
encies o f  th o  kind I  have alluded to , w hile o th ers  sco  in 
th em  n o  cau se o f  h esita tio n  in belief. O u r view s vary  
w ith o u r  organ ization . O n e m an , know ing hum an te s ti
m ony to  be often  false , m ay be disinclined to  believe in th e  
e x is te n ce  o f  th e  P yram id s o f E g y p t , having no b e tte r  
ovidenco th a n  testim o n y  o f a  kind th a t  is o ften  fak e . 
A n o th e r  w ould feel v e ry  insufficiently assu red  w hen he  
taw  th o se  m onu m en ts to w erin g  b efore him  in th e  dis
ta n ce , as  i t  m ig h t re p re se n t an  op tical delusion like th e

{ata M o rga n a , b u t his b elief w ould b e  unqualified after  
.earin g and com p arin g  th e  acco u n ts  o f  trav ellers  who 

h av e clim bed to  th e ir  sum m its. W h e n e v e r  w e n o tice  
su ch  d iscord an cies, and w hich m e re ly  evidence th e  
cru d ity  o f  o u r  know ledge o f  th e  su b ject, w e h av e  only to  
th in k  how  little  w e know  o f  th e  n o rm al op eration s o f  th e  
h u m an  m ind. T a k e  th e  c a se  o f  G e o rg e  B idd er, th e  ca l
cu la tin g  gen ius, w hose m en tal pow ers in  one d irection  as  
f a r  exceed ed  th o se  o f  o u r  m o st accom plished m athem a
ticia n s  an d  p rofesso rs as  th e  gifts  o f  M ilto n  o r  M o z a rt  
w e n t b ey on d  th e  re a ch  o f  th e  d u llest p o e ta s te rs , o r th e  
m o st com m on -p lace village fiddler. W e  discover n o t  
m erely  v a s t m em o ry  o f  a  p ecu liar ord er, b u t a n  am azing  
m a ste ry  o f  th e  in tr ica cie s  o f  th e  m ost ab stru se  calcu la
tio n . H e  w ill p la y  w ith  stup end ous arith m etica l p ro b 
lem s lik e  a  c a t  w itn  balls o f  co tto n . W e ll , a n d  y o u  will

say  th a t  th a t m an 's b ra in -p o w er should enab le him to 
excel a t  any m ental o ccu p ation  fo r  w hich such faculties 
su it him  to  en g age in . B u t  th e  fa c t is  th a t  B id d er and 
B u x to n , and th e  one o r  tw o o th e r  sim ilar hu m an pheno
m ena, have proved to  be veritab lo  du llards in th e  way of 
acqu iring any know ledge o u tsid e th e ir  p ecu liar faculty. 
A n d  y e t  th e y  evidence th e  possession n o t  only o f  m ar
vellous m em ory, b u t larg e  reaso n in g  cap acity  and quick 
in telligen ce. ‘ H o w  is  th is ?  N o  an sw er h as  been given.
So it ap p ears to  be w ith a  v ariety  o f  S p iritu al m anifes
ta tio n s— th ey  a re  surrounded w ith m y ste ry , while wo 
y e t  know th em  to  be real. -To m y view  th e  m ost bewil
dering phase o f in co n sisten cy a p p ears  w hen a  Spirit 
evidences g re a t pow er o f  influence to g e th e r  w ith most 
contem p tib le and oflensivo silliness o f  co n d u ct. In  a 
la te  num ber o f  th e  M ed iu m  a n d  D a y brea k  is th is precious 
s to ry  o f  a seance. “ Jo h n  H ills  now  an n ou n ced -h im 
s e lf  by th o  d irect voice, and soon show ed th a t  his love of 
p ractical jo k es  continu es. l i e  asked if  ‘  T ed ,’ as  ho used 
to  call m y husband, would like an  ap p le. In  a  few  seconds 
w e heard som ething fall upon th e  tab le  ; a  light was 
s tru ck , and th e re  w as a  larg e  leek I O n d ark n ess being 
resum ed, th e  voice said , ‘  W e ll , y o u  don’t  seem  to  like 
y o u r ap p le ; will you have a  p e a r?  Y e s , le t  i t  be a  pear,' 
w e said. ‘ Y o u  will find tw o leaves on w h at I  linvo 
b r o u g h t; is n o t th a t a  p a i r ? ’ A fte r  a  little  m ore badi
n ag e, ch a ra cte ristic  o f  Jo h n  H ills , he left. T he leek 
sm elt so stro n g ly , wo w ere obliged to  p u t  i t  o u t o f  the 
a p a rtm e n t."  W lm t in conceivab le im becility  in a  spirit 
endow ed with such r a r e  fa cu lty  o f  m an ifestatio n  I I t  
hap pen s th a t a  w itness to  th is  o ccu rre n ce  h as  sen t tho 
a cco u n t to  th e  “ F am ily  H e ra ld ,"  th e  ed ito r  o f  which 
th u s pointedly com m en ts on i t :— “  If , w hen w e ‘ p u t on 
im m o rta 'ity ,’ w e a r e  to  spend ou r tim e in su ch  inane 
follies and babyish jo k e s , w e, m u ch  as  w e dislike th is life 
in m any resp ects , shall tr y  to  rem ain  in i t  as  lo n g  as we 
can, to  be saved from  su ch  S p iritu al d eg rad atio n .”  F o r  
spirits so to  d ero g ate  from  tho d ign ity  and usefulness 
o f  th e  office th e y  profess, is m o st in explicab le. I n  tho 
“ Y e a r-B o o k  o f  Spiritu alism ,” lately  o u t, th e re  is  refe
ren ce  to  th e  coarsen ess and flippancy o f  m an y com mu
nication s, such as  th o  fo llo w in g :— “  H a llo , old fellow I 
H ow  a re  y o u ?  Tom  P lo x le y , I  am . W a s  ban ged out 
o f  m y body a t  B u ll’s R u n . G ive us y o u r han d, and a 
c ig ar.”  T h e  e d ito r  says— " A l l  th is  is from  th e  ani
m alism  o f th e  m edium . T h ere  rem ain s 1 P lo xley ,’ b u t I  
am  n o t su re  o f  th a t. A  Bpirit w as th e re , b u t 1  am  not 
su re  o f  his id e n ti ty ; and , unloss y o u  havo all th e  factors  
in th e  in tr ica te  problem  o f  m edium ship, y o u  ca n n o t find 
him  o u t.” So i t  seem s, and w e m u st w a it and labour 
for fu rth e r know ledge on  tho su b ject. T h e re  is  a  term  
o f astro n o m ers  and m athem atician s, th e  “ E q u atio n  of 
E r r o r ."  A n  A m erican  co m m o n tato r on  Spiritualism  
asse rts  th a t  its m anifestations req u ire  to  bo verified by a  
p rocess analogous to  th a t  em ployed b y jth e  astronom er. 
W e  m u st g e t  th e  m edium ’s equ ation .

P rofesso r C rook es, o f  th o  “ Q u a rte rly  J o u r n a l of 
S cien ce ,"  ann ou nced, som e tim o ago, th a t  he should bo 
satisfied if  th o  Sp irits w ould influence a  d elicately  poised 
balance in a  glass case  before h is  sigh t. T h e  foppish 
p ed an try  w ith which th is ch allen ge w as p u t  forw ard  was 
to  m y viow m oat am using. T h e re  is  such ab u n d an t and 
exh au stive testim o n y  to  th e  fa c t  o f  h eav y  tab les being  
lifted  en tire ly  from  th e  grou nd in full d ay lig h t, an d  with
o u t m ateria l co n ta ct , th a t  th e  P ro fesso r m ig h t have been  
co n te n t w ith. B u t , n o ; i t  w as his p e t  n o tio n  o f  conclu
sive evidence th a t  th e  sp irits  should v indicate them selves  
in th is  p a rticu la r  m an n er u n d er th e  p rofession al nose. 
“ W h e n  I  see, I  will believe,”  said  th e  stubborn-m inded  
m an  o f  scien ce. N ow , P ro fesso r C rook es prob ably never 
saw  a  m u rd e r com m itted , and is  th e re fo re  n o t  w arran ted  
in  supposing th a t  any body e v er w as m u rd ered . I  m yself  
n ev er saw  an y  p erson  m u rd ered  (in  th e  conventional 
sense o f  th e  te r m ) . H u m a n  bein gs h av e  b een  discovered  
devoid o f  life, and w ith th e ir  bodily s tr u c tu r e  variou sly  
in ju red , a n d  m en  a n d  w om en h av e b een  h an ged  on  su s- 

ic io n  o f  h av in g been in  som e w ay b lam eab le fo r  th ese  
isord ers, but, acco rd in g  to  P ro fe sso r C ro o k es ' th e o ry , 

I  a m  n o t au th orized , on  th e  stren g th  o f m ere  h earsay  
evidence, and fa cts  and s ta te m e n ts  a tte s te d  b y  o th er  
people, in  believing th a t  an y b od y e v e r  w as m urd ered . 
W ith  re g a rd  to  th e  diversified p h en o m en a o f  S p iritu al
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manifestations, th e  su m  o f  m y p re s e n t know ledge is th e  
discovery th a t for m y ow n p a r t  I  have m erely  reach ed  
the threshold o f  in vestig ation , l in t  n o th in g  th a t  1 have 
encountered in th e  shape o f  m y stery  ab o u t Spiritualism  
],.1S occasioned m e h alf  th e  am o u n t o f  aston ish m en t w ith  
wliieh I  re g a rd  th e  d u ll preju d ice a n d  illogical ob stin acy  
by which it is en cou n tered .

J I  rem ain , S ir, y o u rs  tru ly ,
COLON US.

Wn are requested  h j  “ T a n  B eth  ” to correct a P rin te r 's  
error. I t  o ccurs on P a g e  0 1 ,  2 3 r d  lin e  f r o m  hat tom. 
T h e  b rack et p o rtion  w as om itted . On “ R e a d e r s ” p rin 
ciples the “ h e ”  o f  cjiap  ( V i l i .  I . ,  m ight he confounded
with the “ h e "  o f  chap V I I . ,  X I V . , )  e tc .

S T R A Y  N O T E S  A S  T O  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

I I I .
A m ;  t i i k  R e v e l a t i o n s  t o  b e  R e j e c t e d  B e c a u s e  

O c c a s i o n a l l y  T i u v i a  i .  ?

T h e  late C harles D ickenspatfter givin g o n e  o r  tw o — evi
dently m an u factu red , b u t a t  th e  sam e lim e ch a ra cte ris ti
cally tru e — com m u n ication s e n tru ste d  to  him , as  lie 
reports, by a  m ediu m , w h ilst trav ellin g  by rail, (v id e  
introduction to  “ H a u n te d  H o u se ,” )  s a y s :— “ A s  I. walked  
away amid such leaves as  had alread y  fallen from  th e  
golden, brow n, and ru sse t tre e s , an d  as  I looked arou n d  
me on th e  w onders o f  c re a tio n , and th o u g h t o f  th e  stead y , 
unchanging, and harm onious law s by which th e y  a r e  sus
tained, the gen tlem an ’s  sp iritu al in te rco u rse  seem ed to  
me as poor a  p iece o f  jo u rn ey -w o rk  a s  e v er th is  world  
saw.”

Those who have had m u ch  to  do w ith d eistical co n tro 
versy will probably rem em b er a som ew hat co g n ate  a rg u 
ment, used by P ain e , B o lin g b ro k e, and , I  th ink , Colenso, 
with a view o f  se ttin g  on one side th e  reliab ility  o f  th e  
Pen tateu ch  as  a n  in sp ired  re co rd . It. is said , ny th ese  
cavillers, th a t  th e  o rd e r  to  p u t to - d eath  th e  C anan nitcs, 
and the assertion  o f  th e  D ccnlb gu e, th a t  G od visits th e  
sins o f the fath ers  up on  th e  ch ild ren , u n to  th e  th ird  and  
fourth gen eration , a r e  a t  v arian ce  w ith o u r  id eas o f  th e  
divine and ben eficen t b ein g, th e  evidence o f  w hose e x is t
ence is m anifest in a ll creation .

It is, however, somewhat unfortunate for the adopters 
of this particular line of reasoning, that no sooner do we 
leave Scripture instances, suyli as those specified, and 
carry on our researches in the fields of .Nature or of 
Providence, than we straightway discover that these also 
are full of apparent discrepancies, deviations from the 
law of order, and examples wherein sufferings the most 
intense have t6 be endured, and that, too, for no con
ceivable moral or just cause whatever. Thus if sacred 
history tells us that Jehovah ordered the putting to 
the sword of innocent chiklrcn, present experience shows 
us that infants by the scrore, and by the thousand, are 
daily hurried to premature graves by diseases over which 
the power of man has no control. I f  the ancient moral 
law had its burnings, its stonings, and its scourgings, 
for well-defined offences, tho laws of human and animal 
life contain, among their penalties, maladies such as 
cancer, neuralgia, and the like, the same being inflicted 
without respect to innocenco'or guilt. Whilst those 
who object to tho Decalogue, on tho ground that it 
threatens with punishment many unborn when the pro
scribed offence was committed, surely cannot bo alto
gether ignorant of tho fact, that, in every-day life, we are 
constantly reminded, how tho children of drunkards and 
debauchees suffer unto the third and fourth generation.

The truth is, that, in nature and in revelation, we see 
only an infinitesimally small part, often seemingly dis
torted, of one vast whole, which, fully viewed and com
prehended, would display nothing but the order, love, 
and. perfection of its great originator. And whother such 
optimist theory bo admitted or not, this at least must 
bo conceded, that tho objection of the deist urged on tho 
above grounds against Scripture being inspired, may bo 
Used with equal force against the belief in a god of 
nature or of providence. Tho cases, in short, are exactly 
parallel with respect to seeming blemishes and faults.

On th is  grou nd, a t  leas t, th erefore, th e  a rg u m e n t o f  th e  
d e is t  is a fallacious one. H e  m u st o f  n ecessity , on su ch  
principles o f  reason in g, abandon all b elief in a j u s t  an d  
o m n ip oten t g o d  o f  an y  kind — a  god su ch  as th at rep re
sen ted  by S crip tu re , tak en  as a w h ole, o r  d ow nright 
ath eism  being th e  only a ltern ativ e .

I n  m o re  th a n  one re sp e ct th e  d efen d er o f  Sp iritism  
again st the assertion  th a t  its fa cts  a r e  in co n sisten t w ith  
its th eo ry , has a n  im m ense advantage o v er th e  th eolo gist 
who essays to  sim ilarly  cham pion th o  O ld o r  N ew  T e sta 
m en t w riters . T h e  p rop h ets o f  S crip tu re  spoke, so says  
S crip tu re  itself, as  they w ere m oved by th e  H oly ( ¡h o s t,  
and H e being, o f  co u rse , infallible, a  so litary  p roof o f  a  
real, and n o t a m e re  ap p a re n t d iscrep an cy , w ould bo 
qu ite sufficient to  overth row  th e  w hole su p ers tru ctu re  
founded upon th e  b elief in inspiration from  such a  sou rce . 
On th e  o th e r hand, Sp iritism  is sim ply based " o n  th e  
cardinal fa c t o f  spirit com m union and influx and while 
it “ recognises a con tin u ou s divine inspiration in m an ,”  
it does not fo r  a m om ent a sse rt th a t ev ery  sean ce  is pre
sided o v er by Dicky, o r  th a t every  w ord w ritten  or 
spoken by a  m edium  em an ates fro m ' th e  G re a t S p irit 
who ca n n o t lie, and who ca n n o t he deluded o r  deceived. 
Q u ite  th e  c o n tr a r y : it ad m its th a t th e  souls o f  all men, 
good o r bad, wise o r  ign oran t, possess, in a  g re a te r  or 
less d eg ree , th e . pow er o f  h o verin g  n e a r a n d  com m uni
ca tin g  w ith th o se  whom  th e y  loved o r  h ated  w h ilst in tho
llosh.

F ro m  th e  very  n atu re  o f  tho ag en ts , th erefo re , th e  
g re a te s t d iversity , both fo r  good o r  evil, m ight ration ally  
be exp ected  in th e  m essages so, and from  such in telli
g en ce  r e ce iv e d ; th e  f a c t  o f  th e  m essage having been 
received rem ain in g e x a ctly  th e  sam e, j u s t  as  a m essage  
received by telegrap h  is a  m essage, and com es from  an  
in telligen t a g e n t, w h eth er th e  inform ation given be sa tis 
facto ry  o r  th e  rev erse , w h eth er it be tru e  o r  false.

B u t  sco rn in g  to  tak e ad v an tag e o f  any such loop-hole  
o f escap e as  th e  last-nam ed, le t  us se c  how sp iritu alistic  
ph enom ena sh ap e them selves w hen ju d g ed  o f  by th e  
stan d ard  su ch  as  M r. D ickens would sot up.

* N o  one w ould a ccu se  th a t w riter  o f  di resp ect for 
scrip tu ra l a u th o rity , am ) th erefore  i t  m ay be safely  
assum ed th a t  lie adm its, in addition to  th e  harm ony and  
su b lim ity o f  th e  n atu ra l world alluded to , biblical events  
as  a  criterio n  w ith which w e m ay com p are, a n d  by which 
w e m ay ju d g e  as  to  th e  con sisten cy  o r  otherw ise, o f  th ose  
s tra n g e  revelation s which a r e  now said to  be given us by 
m eans o f  m edium s from  day to  day.

Now, if there be any one maxim specially enforced 
throughout the whole of Scripture,both by precept and by 
example, it is this, “ Despise not the day of small things.” 
Not in exact words, but in spirit, certainly, the admonition 
is repeated by every biblical penman again and again. In 
one sense it can bo said to have been the very text of 
the Saviour in all his discourses, in all his teachings. In 
all he did mere conventionalism, such as is now sought 
to be advanced, as something by which modern spiritual 
manifestations may be judged, was completely set asido. 
The history of the worid does not contain such another 
instance wherein tho wisdom of the wise was confounded, 
as that afforded by the revolution brought about by 
Christ and his apostles through the foolishness of preach
ing; whilst the facts dwelt upon in Jewish traditions, 
and the subsequent story of the Christian faith, form at 

•once rfost fitting preludes and sequels to such a religion 
of humility and solf-nbasemont as was preached oigliteen 
centuries ngo in tho wilderness of Judea. I t  is almost inva
riably in Scripture, as we often see it in profane history, 
the great passed by and tho insignificant taken. Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings praiso is perfected; and 
if spiritual phenomena are to bo regarded as spurious, 
because seemingly trivial, and coming from altogether 
unexpected sources, we shall have to look with derision 
upon some of tho actors in ovonts the most sublimo that 
have ever stirred humanity to its deepest recesses.

Thus God liimsolf wishes to speak with man, and ho 
passes by tho high priest Eli, and addresses tho infant 
Samuel, or lie roprovos a prophot through the mouth of 
an ass. On Ilorob, a strong wind, a mighty earthquake, 
and a firo passed before Elijah, but t^o Lord was not in 
these, but in tho still small voico which followed. Once 
in battlo arrayed, tho Philistines put forth their mighty
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m an , wlioseJjtSiglit w as seven cu b its  an d  a  span, who was 
arm ed w ith h elm et am i b reastp late , and g reaves o f  brass, 
a n d  bore a sp ear like u n to  a  w eaver’s beam — G oliath  of 
G a th . A nd ag ain st th is g ian t, G od se n t forth  his cham 
pion, who w as n eith er a  cap ta in  n o r a  w arrior, b u t a 
shep herd  boy, and whose arm s w ere a  stall' and a  sling  
and live sm all pebbles tak en  from  th e  brook. N ew  T es
ta m e n t h istory  is no less eorrob orativo o f  th e  sam e fact, 
for th e  M essiah, who w as exp ected  to app ear as a  king, 
cam e as a  ca rp e n te r . It w as th ou g h t he would ally him
se lf  wills th e  learned and th e  pharisee, b u t be m ade eoin-

Iinnionship w ith th e  b eggar, th e  publican, and th e  m agda- 
en. T h e  Je w s  had for ages looked forw ard to  his’ e n 

tr a n c e  as  a  prin ce, who should destroy th e ir  enem ies ; 
b u t H e  him self w as despised and rejected  o f m en , was 
seized, a n d  buffeted, and sp at upon, and lastly , was 
cru cified  betw een I wo th ieves.

T ak in g  illu stration s o f  th e  sam e principle from  tho  
fa c ts  o f  profane h istory , th e  case  is rendered no less 
striking. T h e  G recian  boy, A lexan d er, ov erth ro w s th e  
h o sts  o f  X e rx e s  ; and th e  equally juvenile C harles o f  
Sw eden spreads te r ro r  ov er N o rth e rn  E u ro p e . Tho  
despised sloven, C rom w ell, and his sim ilarly valued fol
low ers, vanquishes th e  p rin cely  R u p e rt and his proud  
arm y  o f  cavaliers. T he parvenu N ap oleon d icta tes  term s  
a t  Vienna and B erlin  to  th e  h au g h ty  H ap sb u rgh s and the  
am bitious Ilo h en zo llern s ; and now, by a  s tra n g e  tu rn  o f  
fo rtu n e, p o or u n d er-estim ated  G erm an y has cru sh ed , 
in six  s h o r t  m onths, th e  g re a te s t m ilitary  pow er of 
m odern days.

T u rn in g  to  scien ce, and one is con fron ted  with tho story  
th a t  th o  fall o f  an  apple su g g ested  to  the mind o f  N ew ton  
— w h at is , a t  o n ce, th e  g ra n d e st and sim plest th eory  o f  
th e  un iverse. W a t t  looks m usingly a t  a  te a -k e ttle  sin g
in g  on th e  hob, and straig h tw ay  conceives th e  idea o f th e  
steam -engine. W ith  a  th ree-co rn ered  prism  o f glass, the  
a stro n o m er an alyses th e  sun an d  th e  s t a r s ; and to  tho  
c ircu m stan ce  th a t a  b it o f  am ber rubb ed a tt ra c ts  light 
bodies to  itself, th e  civilized w orld o f  th e  nin eteen th  cen 
tu r y  ow es th e  m ost w onderful invention o f  an y  a g e  o r  
people.

A  to lerab ly  lo n g  a rra y  o f -f a c ts  th ese, go in g  to  show  
th e  lig h test trifles a r e  n o t a lto g eth er to  be despised. 
L e t  th ose who a r e  h o n est enq u irers say w h eth er sp irit
u alistic  m anifestations, as wo now see th em  in th e r  in 
fan cy , a re  in reality  so insignificant, w eighed by tho  
abovo stan d ard , as to  g ive no prom ise o f  greatn ess  
in th e  f u tu re ; and so im m easurably ben eath  certain  
acknow ledged spiritual a c ts  o f  b y e-gone days as  to  bo 
u tte rly  u n w orth y o f  o u r  cred en ce  o r  a tten tion .

R ela tiv e  to  th e  fancied  ab su rd ities o f  th e  sam e facts , 
I  shall h av e  a  few w ords to  say  in a  fu tu re  paper.

N U M B E R  N I P .

M R . M ‘L E A N ’S  L E C T U R E  A T  S T A W E L L .

I n th e  cou rse  o f a  le c tu re  on “ T h o P h ilo so p h y  o f  
M in d, m aterially  and S p iritu ally  consid ered ,”  delivered  
b y M r. Ja m e s  M 'L e a n , a t  Staw ell, on th o  3 rd  A p ril, th a t  

gen tlem an  in trod u ced  m odels o f  th o  a n cien t U riin  and  
T hum m im , and tho m odern planchetto , to  d em on strate  
th e  an alogy  b etw een  th em . P ressu re  o f  sp ace preven ts  
o u r  cop yin g th e  very  favorable re p o rt o f  th e  le c tu re  from  
tho P lea sa n t G reek N ew s. I t  w as presided o v er by tho  
M a y o r o f  Staw ell, an d  ap p ears to  have b een  larg ely  
a tte n d e d , and to  have g iven  g r e a t  satisfaction . M r. 
M r. M 'L e a n  h as since been in vited, by a  unanim ous vo to  
o f  the_ Staw ell M ech an ics’ In s titu te , to  deliver a  lectu re"  
on  Sp iritu alism , w hich w e shall n o tice  m o re  fully.

----------- o------------

M e d i u m s ,  j u s t  b eg in n in g  to  re ce iy e  som e m ah ifestata- 
tion s, a n d  an xiou s to  unfold th e  lo ftie st gifts , o ften  im 
p a tie n tly  w o n d er a t  th o  ta rd y  p rog ress o f  th e ir  develop 
m e n t. T h is  feelin g o f  im p atien ce should te a ch  th em  th e  
n eed  o f  discipline, and th a t  th ey  a re  n o t y e t  p rep ared  for  
h ig h e r unfoldings. T h ey  n e e d  delays and tr ia ls  to  
s tre n g th e n  th e m , le s t th e y  becom e “ e x a lte d  above m ea
su re .”  S o  w ith lab o rers who nre a lread y  in th e  field. 
T h e y  w o n d er w h y th o  w orld is  n o t  convinced and co n 
v e rte d  a t  o n ce . F a i n t  n o t. T h e  h arv est-tim e shall 
co m e. “ L e a r n  to  lab or, an d  t o --------w ait.”

M R . L E E C H 'S  L E C T U R E  A T  C A S T L E M A I N E .

REPORTED ESrECIAI.I.T FOR THE “  HARBINGER OF LI011T,” 
BT E. E. MARTIN.

I n  m y  l a s t  l e c t u r e  I g a v e  i t  a s  m y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  r o a c h  
h i s t o r y  t i l l  w e  e n t e r  t h e  A b r a h a m i c  | x ir io d . I  b e l i e v e  a l s o  t h a t  i t  
w a s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t o - n i g h t  w o  s h o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  a n d  o h n r n c t c i ' o f  t h e  g r e a t  A r a b i a n  S h e i k .  B e f o r e  
d o i n g  s o ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  p u r e l y  h i s t o r i c  m y t h  w h i c h  I  b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  
n o t  h e  u n a d v i s a h l c  f o r  a  f e w  m o m e n t s  t o  r e f e r  t o  i t .  I t  i s  s a id  
t h a t  a t  o n e  | > eriod  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w a s  o f  o n e  s p e e c h ,  a n d  t h a t  a  
m u l t i t u d e  o f  m e n  a s s e m b l e d  o n  t h e  P l a i n s  o f  S h i n a r ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  • 
t o  b u i l d  a  t o w e r ,  w h o s e  s u m m i t ,  i t  w a s  p r o p o s e d ,  s h o u l d  r e a c h  to  
H e a v e n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  A l m i g h t y ,  a s  a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  p r e 
s u m p t i o n ,  c o n f o u n d e d  t h e i r  s p e e c h ,  a n d  c a u s a l  f r o m  t h a t  t im e  
d i v e r s  t o n g u e s  t o  b e  s p o k e n .  I  n e e d  h a r d l y  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  s u c h  a  
n a r r a t i v e  a s  t h a t  b e a r s  e v i d e n t l y  t i| x m  i t s  f a c e  t h e  s i g n  o f  h a v in g  
b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  a  p e r i o d  w h e n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  m a n  w a s  i n  a  v e r y  
i n f a n t i l e  s t a t e .  M o d e r n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  g e n i u s  h a s  a l t o g e t h e r  d i s s i 
p a t e d  t h e  o l d  f o l l y  a s  t o  s | « c c h  h a v i n g  b e e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  
g i v e n  t o  m a n  a s  a  m i r a c u l o u s  o r  d i v i n e  g i f t ,  a n d  w i t h  t h a t  a l s o  t h e  
f a b l e  t h a t  a l l  e x i s t i n g  l a n g u a g e s  s p r u n g  f r o m  o n e  c o m m o n  r o o t .  
B o t h ,  I  v e n t u r e  t o  a v e r ,  b e l o n g  a l i k e  t o  f a b l e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  
f o r  o n e  m o m e n t  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  m a n  a c q u i r e d  l a n g u a g e  m o r e  t h a n  
a n y  o t h e r  a r t ,  o r  g r e a t  f a c u l t y  w h i c h  h a s  e l e v a t e d  h i s  b e i n g ,  o n  a  
s u d d e n ,  a n d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o g r e s s i o n ,  L a n g u a g e  
o r i g i n a l l y  g r e w  o u t  o f  h u m a n  w a n t s .  A s  h u m a n  w a n t s  d e v e lo p e d  
a n d  e n l a r g e d ,  s o  a l s o  d i d  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  l o w e r  c r e a t u r e s  h a v e  to  
s o m e  e x t e n t ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a  k i n d  o f  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  T h e  
m o s t  s a v a g e  a n d  p r i m e v a l  m a n  h a i l  s o m e  r u d e  f o r m  o f  s p e e c h ,  
c a l l a b l e  o f  g i v i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  h i s  c o a r s e ,  lo w ,  a n d  s e n s u a l  w a n t s .  
T h e  r u d e s t  c r e a t u r e  t h a t  e v e r  b o r e  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m  h a d  s o u n d s , 
p r o b a b l y  m o n o s y l l a b i c ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a r t i c l e s  o f  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  
a n d  h i s  g e n e r a l  m a t e r i a l  w a n t s .  A s  h i s  w a n t s  b e c a m e  im p r o v e d , 
s o  d i i l  h i s  l a n g u a g e  : b u t  f o r  m a n y  a g e s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s u b je c t i v e  
s p e e c h — t h a t  i s ,  n o  w o r d s  c a p a b l e  o f  c o n v e y i n g  i d e a s  a p a r t  f r o m  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  M a n y  m i s s i o n a r i e s  w h o  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  a m o n g s t  
s a v a g e  t r i b e s ,  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  a l l  t h a t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  l e a r n  o f  
t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s ,  h a v e  f o u n d  i n  n u m e r o u s  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  s u c h  
l a n g u a g e  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  w o r d s  a d e q u a t e  t o  c o n v e y  s u b je c t i v e  
i d e a s ,  s o  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  g i v e  a r t i f i c i a l  w o r d s  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  c r e a t i o n .  B e y o n d  a l l  d o u b t  t h e r e  a r e  p r o o f s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  
l a n g u a g e s  o r i g i n a l l y  w e r e  r u d e  a n d  m e a g r e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t i m e  d e v e l o p e d  p r o g r e s s i n g  w i t h ,  a n d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  s u r r o u n d 
i n g  p r o g r e s s i o n .  F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  t h e r e  
w e r e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  r u d e  s p e e c h ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  t h e  
v a r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s  n o w  i n  e x i s t e n c e  s p r u n g .  P h i l o l o g i s t s  |>os- 

s e s s e d  o f  s k i l l  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  l i k e  t h e  l a t e  C h e v a l i e r  B u n s o n ,  h a v e  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  w o r d s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s  w h i c h  h a v e  
e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  m e a n i n g ,  b u t  h a v e  n o  r e s e m b l a n c e  w h a t e v e r ,  a s  
f a r  a s  s o u n d  i s  c o n c e r n e d ;  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  n o w  s p o k e n  
h a v e  n o  c o m m o n  r o o t .  W e  m a y  t h e r e f o r e  r e m i t  t h i s  s t o r y  o f  
B a b e l  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  m y t h  a n d  f a b l e .  W c  p a s s  n o w  i n t o  w l m t  
b e g i n s  t o  b e  t h e  t r u e  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  G e n e s i s .  
A b r a h a m  l e a v e s  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  i d o l a t r o u s  h o m e  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  
C h a l d e a n s ,  a n d  s t a r t i n g ,  e i t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  i n t u i t i o n  o r  t h e  v o ic e  
o f  G o d  i n  h i s  s o u l ,  h e  j o u r n e y s  t o w a r d s  w h a t  w a s  t o  b e  h i s  f u t u r e  
h o m e .  H e  t o o k  w i t h  h i m  h i s  o r p h a n  n e p h e w  L o t .  T h e y  s e t  o u t  
t o g e t h e r .  I  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  d a y s  o f  A b r a h a m 's  h i s t o r y  
s o m e w h a t  d i s f i g u r e  h i s  n a m e .  E n t e r t a i n e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  t h e  
E g y p t i a n  k i n g ,  a n d  b e i n g  l e d  b y  a n  u n w o r t h y  f e a r ,  h e  i n d u c e d  h i s  
w i f e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  h e r s e l f  a B  h i s  s i s t e r .  T h e  l i e ,  a s  i s  o f t e n  t h e  e n s e , 
p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  d a n g e r  i t  w a s  d e s t i n e d  t o  a v e r t .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  
w i s e r ,  b r a v e r ,  a n d  s a f e r  t h i n g  t o  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  
t h e  a p p a r e n t  i m p e n d i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I t  i s  a  p r o v e r b  w i t h  s o m e  
s o l d i e r s  t h a t  t h e  b u l l e t  w h i c h  p a s s e s  t h e  b r a v e  m a n  a l w a y s  s m i t e s  
t h e  c o w a r d .  T h i s ,  w h e t h e r  t r u e  o r  n o t  i n  w a r ,  i s  a  f a c t  i n  G o d ’s  
d i s p e n s a t i o n .  T h e  f a i r  f a c e  o f  t h e  C h a l d e a n  w o m a n  e x c i t e d  a  
p n s s i o n  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  k i n g .  H e r e ,  i n  t h e  n a r r a 
t i v e ,  w e  s e e  t h e  h a n d  o f  e r r i n g  m a n .  A b r a h a m  h a d  s i n n e d .  H e  
t o l d  a n  u n t r u t h ,  n n d  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  H e a v e n — H e a v e n ’s  w r a t h  
— d e s c e n d s ,  n o t  u p o n  A b r a h a m ,  b u t  u p o n  t h o  i n n o c e n t  h o s t .  I  
h a v e  n o  s u c h  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m y  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  a s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
1 1 c  w o u l d  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  m u c h  l e s s  p e r p e t r a t e ,  s u e l i  a n  a c t  o f  i n j u s 
t i c e .  I  w i l l  q u o t e  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  C h a l d e a n  h i m s e l f ,  w h o r e  h o  
s a y s — “  S h a l l  n o t  t h o  J u d g e  o f  a l l  t h e  e a r t h  d o  r i g h t ? "  W h e n  t h e  
b o l t  o f  d i v i n e  v e n g e a n c e  H ie s  f r o m  t h e  A l m i g h t y  h a n d ,  i t  s t r i k e s  
n o t  t h e  i n n o c e n t  h e a d .  H i s  j u d g m e n t s  a r c  s u r e ,  n o t  m i r a c u l o u s ,  
o r  w a y w a r d ,  n n d  t h e y  a c t  w i t h o u t  b l u n d e r .  L e t  u s  n o t  i n  a n y  
w i s e  b e  d i s m a y e d  b e c a u s e  A b r a h a m 'B  f a i r  f a m e  i s  a  l i t t l e  c l o u d e d .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
n o  s u c h  t h i n g  o s  p e r f e c t i o n .  B u t  I  d o  n o t  d e s p a i r  o f  t h o  t i m e  
c o m i n g  w h e n  m a n ’ s  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  w i l l  b o  p e r f e c t e d .  I  l o o k  f o r 
w a r d  w i t h  t r u e  h o p e  n n d  f a i t h  f o r  t h o  t r u e  M e s s i a n i c  e r a .  I  d o  
p a y  t h i s  b o o k  t h e  j u s t  t r i b u t e  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  s p e a k s  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  
t r u t h f u l  v o i c e  c o n c e r n i n g  i t s  h e r o e s .  B u t  i t  i s  m y  d u t y — a n d  i f  
i t  w o u n d s  a n y  o n e  i t  i s  t o  m e  a  m o r e  p a i n f u l  d u t y — t o  e l i m i n a t e  
8 o m e  f a b l e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  h o n o r  i t s  p a g e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I  lo o k  
u p o n  i t  a s  t h e  g r a n d e s t  b o o k  w h i c h  m a n ’ s  s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  
h a v e  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  u s .  I t  h a s ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  t h e  s u m o  g r o a t  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  s p e a k s  t h o  t r u t h  o f  i t s  h e r o e s .  W h e n  I  
p e r u s e  t h e  p a g e s  o f  m o d e r n 'o r  m e d i m v a l  a g e s ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  t h o  f a u l t s  
o f  t h e i r  h e r o e s  a r e  s u p p r e s s e d  o r  g l o s s e d  o v e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  v i r t u e s  
e x a g g e r a t e d .  B u t  h e r e  t h e  t r u t h  i s  t o l d .  A b r a h a m  w a s  a  s u b l i m e  
a n d  g l o r i o u s  m a n ,  b u t  h e  h a d  h i s  f a u l t s ,  a n d  o f t e n  t h e  m o r e  p o w e r 
f u l  t h e  m i n d  a n d  t h e  g r a n d e r  t h e  s o u l  t h e  m o r e  s o m e t i m e s  d o c s  i t  
d e s c e n d  i n t o  i g n o m i n i o u s  a n d  s u d d e n  r u i n .  T h e  m a n  o f  h i g h  
n n d  h o l y  a s p i r a t i o n s  t o - d a y  m a y  t o - m o r r o w  s i n k  i n t o  m o r a l  
i g n o m i n y .  T h e  v e r y  s t r e n g t h  o f  b e a u t y  c a u s e s  t h o  g r e a t e r
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s h , m c  i n  b i t t e r  a n d  p i t i f u l  f o l l y .  B u t  l e t  u s  c a r r y  o u t  f o r  
, ,  « e l v e s  t h e  m o r e  p l e a s i n g  a n d  e d i f y i n g  o f f i c e  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  
■ 1 . ' . - r a n d  a n d  n o b l e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g ;  a n d  i n  t l i c l i f e  o f  
i i  r i l i i m  a r e  m a n y  s u c h  t r a i t s  o f  t r u e  n o b i l i t y .  T h e  f l o c k s  a n d  

A b r a h a m  o r  h i s  o r p h a n  n e p h e w  a r e  s p r e a d  o v e r  t l i c  p l a i n s ,  

I  t h e r e  a r o s e  a  s t r i f e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h e r d s m e n  o f  L o t  a n d  t h o s e  o f  
Abraham L o t  w a s  t h e  f a r  l e s s  n o b l e  o f  t l i c  t w o .  H e  o u g h t  i n  a l l  

h o n o r  h a v e  y i e l d e d  t o  h i s  e l d e r  a n d  s u p e r i o r .  B u t  A b r a h a m ,  w i t h  
true n o b i l i t y  o f  m i n d ,  y i e l d e d  t o  t h e  l e s s e r .  “ L e t  t h e r e  b e  n o  

•f b e t w e e n  u s ,  f o r  w e  b e  b r e t h r e n .  T a k e  t h o u  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  
"  i  j V i l l  t a k e  t h e  l e f t  ; o r  t a k e  t l i o u  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  a n d  I  w i l l  g o  

t h e  r b ' l i t . "  T h e  c o v e t o u s  e y e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  l o o k e d  o v e r  t h e  
i „ i , , , ,  . ¡ I n i n s  w a t e r e d  b y  t h e  J o r d a n ,  a n d  h e  c h o s e  t h e  r i c h e r  p a s -  

lu r e s  n I n  a f t e r  d a y s  t h e  c l i o i c d  p r o v e d  t o  h i m  t o  b e  a  d i s a s t r o u s  
o n e  l b -  w e n t  t h e r e  r i c h  i n  f l o c k s  a n d  h e r d s ,  a n d  h e  l e f t  i t  a  f u g i 
t iv e  a n d  a  b e g g a r ,  h a r d l y  e s c a p i n g  w i t h  l i i s  l i f e .  T h e  u n s c l f l s h  
a c t  o f  A b r a h a m  p r o v e d  h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  M e n  a n d  b r e t h r e n ,  t h e  
rlH, i  o f  a l l  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  e a r t h ,  s o c i a l ,  d o m e s t i c ,  a n d  ] > o l i t i c n l ,  i s  
s e l f i s h n e s s .  A n d  w h e n  C o n f u c i u s  s a i d  “ I ) o  n o t  u n t o  o t h e r s  a s  y o u  
w o u ld  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  d o  u n t o  y o u  a n d  w h e n  J e s u s  u t t e r e d  
i n  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e  w o r d s ,  “  D o  u n t o  o t h e r s  n s  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  
th e m  d o  u n t o  y o u , "  b o t h  m e n  s t r u c k  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  h u m a n  m i s e r y  
a n d  w o e . A b r a h a m  w a s  r e w a r d e d  f o r  h i s  m a g n a n i m i t y .  B u t  l e t  
u s n o t  l o o k  f o r  r e w a r d ,  f o r  l i k e w i s e  i f  w e  d o  w e  s h a l l  b e  d i s n p -  
i io in t e d . T h e  a p o s t l e  o f  t h e  G e n t i l e s  s a y s ,  “  H e  t h a t  s o w e t h  t o  t h e  
S p i r i t  s h a l l  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  r e a p  l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g , "  T h e  m a n  w h o  
s e e k s  h i s  h a p p i n e s s  i n  t h e  s e n s u o u s  t h i n g s  o f  e a r t h  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  g o ld  i n  h i s  h a n d  w i l l  t u r n  i n t o  d e a d  l e a v e s ,  b u t  t h e  m a n  w h o  
h a s  f o l l o w e d  h i g h  a n d  n o b l e  e n d s  w i l l  n o t  a l w a y s  m e e t  w i t h  a  
p r e s e n t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e w a r d .  T h e  J u d g e  o f  a l l  t h e  e a r t h  p a y s  
n o t  a l w a y s  i n  g o l d  a n d  s i l v e r ,  a n d  h o u s e s  a n d  l a n d s .  A n d  h e  w h o  
w o u ld  d o  w e l l  a n d  l i v e  u n s e l f i s h l y  l e t  h i m  n o t .  s e e k  h i s  r e w a r d  i n  
e a r t h l y  t h i n g s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  s e e k  a  r e w a r d  i n  h i s  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e —  
t h e  v o i c e  o f  G o d  s p e a k i n g  t o  h i s  o w n  i n n e r  l i f e .  T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  
t h e  m e m o r a b l e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  
p l a i n .  I n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  J o r d a n ,  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  
J u d e a  f r o m  t l i c  a n c i e n t  l a n d  o f  M o a b ,  l i e s  a  s t r a n g e  t r a c t  o f  
w a t e r .  W i l d  m o u n t a i n  s c e n e r y  w r a p s  i n  i t s  b a r r e n  b o s o m  a  l a k e  
f i f t y ,  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h  b y  t w e l v e  m i l e s  i n  b r e a d t h .  T h e  s h o r e s ,  
w h ic h  d e s c e n d  p r e c i p i t o u s l y  t o  t h e  w a t e r ’s  e d g e ,  c o n t a i n  n o  s h e l l ,  
m i  f is h ,  n o  b i r d ,  n o r  o t h e r  s i g n  o f  l i f e .  M o r e  l i k e  m o l t e n  l e a d  l i e s  
t h e  w a s t e  o f  w a t e r s  t h a n  a  l i v i n g  l a k e .  E v e n  t h e  r a y s  o f  t l i c  s u n  
i t s e l f  c a s t s  n o  s h a d o w  o v e r  t h e  b l a c k  e x p a n s e  o f  l i f e l e s s  l i q u i d .  
I t s  b i t u m i n o u s  w a t e r s  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  s o  a c r i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  e y e  o r  l i p  
a r e  t o u c h e d  b y  i t ,  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  w i l l  b e  l i k e  b u r n i n g  
v i t i o l .  T h e  A r a b ,  a s  h e  p a s s e s ,  p o i n t s  t o  i t  a n d  s p e a k s  i n  a  h u s h e d  
b r e a t h  ;  a n d  o t h e r s ,  l e s s  s u p e r s t i t i o u s ,  l o o k  o n  i t  w i t h  a  k i n d  o f  
d r e a d , f o r  f a r  b e n e a t h  t h o s e  w a t e r s  a r e  b u r i e d  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  S o d o m  
a n d  G o m o r r a h ,  t h e  w a t e r s  a t  o n c e  a  p a l l  u p o n  t h e i r  d e a d ,  a n d  a n  
a b i d i n g  w i t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  s u d d e n  a n d  a w f u l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  n a r 
r a t i v e  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h o s e  c i t i e s  w e r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  
w i c k e d .  N o t  w i c k e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s ,  
h u t  w i c k e d  w i t h  a n  a w f u l  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  ;  d e s c e n d e d  
t o  a  l o w e r  l e v e l  t h a n  t h e  p e r i s h a b l e  f i n i t e .  W e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  
L o r d ,  a s  a  ju d g m e n t ,  r a i n e d  f i r e  u p & n  t h e m  f r o m  H e a v e n .  H o w  
t h a t  a  p e o p l e  o c c u p y i n g  c i t i e s  o r  t o w n s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  J o r d a n  d i d

fI r i s h  a w f u l l y  a n d  s u d d e n l y ,  w e  h a v e  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e .
h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w i c k e d ,  h i d e o u s l y ,  u n u t t e r a b l y  w i c k e d ,  m a y  b e  

a l s o  t r u e ,  b u t  t h a t  G o d  d i r e c t e d  u p o n  t h e m ,  s p e c i a l l y ,  t h i s  s u d d e n  
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e ,  b e c a u s e  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  t i l l  n o w  G o d  l i a s  e v e r ,  b y  a n y  d i r e c t  n o t  o f  H i s ,  c a u s e d  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  o r  a n y  s e g m e n t  o f  i t ,  e i t h e r  o f  a l l  i t s  
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  o r  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  a s  a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  s i n .  
I n  t h e  s u r e  a n d  i n e v i t a b l e  c o u r s e  o f  H i s  j u d g m e n t  n n d  l a w ,  H e  
n e v e r  t u r n s  a s i d e  t o  s p e c i a l l y  p u n i s h  e i t h e r  n n t i o n s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
E v e r y  e v i l  d e e d  w i l l  n s  s u r e l y  b r i n g  i t s  p u n i s h m e n t  n s  s u r e l y  n s  
e f f e c t  f o l l o w s . c a u s e .  T h e  n n t i o n  t h a t  d o e s  w r o n g  t o  a n o t h e r  
p e o p le , t h e  r u l e r  w h o  w r o n g s  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  l a y  u p  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  
o r  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  s u r e  a n d  i n e v i t a b l e  p u a s h m e n t .  E v e r y  s e l 
f is h  a n d  e v e r y  c r u e l  a c t  t h a t  y o u  o r  I  m n y  d o  r e c e i v e s  i t s  d u e  p u n 
i s h m e n t .  E v e r y  i m p u r e  o r  e v i l  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  w e  c h e r i s h ,  e v e r y  
u n h o ly  n o t ,  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b r i n g  u p o n  u s  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  n s  s u r e l y  n s  
G o d  i s ,  a n d  i s  t h e  r e w n r d e r  o f  t h e m  t h a t  d o  r i g h t e o u s l y .  B u t  a l l  
t h e s e  r e s u l t s  c o m e  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t u r a l ,  m a t e 
r ia l ,  o r  e q u a l l y  n a t u r a l  s p i r i t u a l  l a w s .  S o  d i d  i t  i n  t l i c  l a t e r  d n y s  

o v e r w h e lm  H e r c u l a n e u m  a n d  I ’o m p c i .  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h a t  t h o s e  
c i t n a  s i n n e d  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  o t h e r  s u c h  c i t i e s .  L i s b o n  p e r i s h e d ,  
y e t  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  s m  i n  t h a t  c i t y  t h a n  i n  
O p o r to ,  M a d r i d ,  o r  P a r i s .  I t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  c i t i c 6  p e r i s h e d  
m a t  w e  a r e  t o  p r e s u m e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  w i c k e d  o r  v e r y  g o o d .  
H e a r  w h a t  J e s u s  s a y s  : “  T h i n k  y o u  t h a t  t h o s e  u p o n  w h o m  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  S i l o a m  f e l l  w e r e  s i n n e r s  a b o v e  o t h e r  m e n  ? I  t e l l  y o u  
" * * i  G u t  u n l e s s  y o u  r e p e n t ,  y o u  w i l l  a l l  l i k e w i s e  p e r i s h . "  T h e  
e a r t h q u a k e  a n d  v o l c a n o ,  t h e  s i n k i n g  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  o r  t h e  u p h e a v a l  
~  w a t e r s ,  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  m e n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
s in n e r s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  l i n k  t h e  t w o  f a c t s  t o g e t h e r .  W e  
» r e t o l d  t h a t n s  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  s a t  i n  t h e  d o o r w a y  o f  h i s  t e n t ,  h e  
s a w  t w o  s t r a n g e r s — t h e s e  w e r e  a n g e l s ,  s p i r i t u a l  b e i n g s ,  s e n t  b y  
m s  M o s t  H i g h ,  t o  g i v e  A b r a h a m  n o t i c e ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  w a r n  h i s  
K in s m a n .  T h e  n a r r a t i v e  t e l l s  u s  a  s t r a n g e  s t o r y .  I t  s a y s  t h a t  
s p i r i t u a l  v i s i t o r s  p a r t o o k  o f  a  m a t e r i a l  m e a l  i n  t h e  t e n t  o f  A b r a -  
“ a m - N o w  h e r e  y o u  c l e a r l y  t r a c e  t h e  h a n d  o f  e r r i n g  h u m a n i t y .  
D o u b t l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a  g r a n d  t r u t h  i n .  t h e  s t o r y .  W h e t h e r  i t  i s  t r u e  
t h a t ,  A b r a h a m  s i m p l y  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  d i v i n e  m o n i t o r ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  
m m  t o  w a r n  L o t ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  h i s  k i n s m a n  e s c a p e d ,  o r  t h a t  
h e  r e c e i v e d  i t  i n  6 o m c  m o r e  d i r e c t  w a y ,  w e  c a n n o t  v e n t u r e  t o  t e l l ,  
t h e r e  i s  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  t h e  h a n d  o f  h u m a n  e r r o r  ;  b u t  
w e  m a y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h  I  h a v e  n a m e d .  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  
c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r c  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d .  A l l  w i l l  a d m i t  t h i s .

A l l  w h o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n c e d e  t h a t .  
1 g o  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  g o o d  
o f  e a r t h ,  w h o  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  f l e s h ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  o u r  h o u s e h o l d  
f r i e n d s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w o r d s  o f  c o u n s e l ,  w a r n i n g ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e 
m e n t  t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  o n  e a r t h .  I n  h u m a n i t y ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n ,  i n  
v a r i o u s  a g e s ,  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o ,  a l s i v e  t h e i r  
f e l l o w s ,  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  b e c o m i n g  t h e  m e d i a  o f  t h i s  p o w e r .  T h i s  
p o w e r  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  b y  m a n y  n a m e s  i n  m a n y  l a n d s .  T h e  
H e b r e w  p r o p h e t s  n n d  p r o p h e t e s s e s ,  t h e  p y t h o n e s s e s  o f  t h e  O r a c l e s  
o f  D e l p h i ,  h a v e  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  p o w e r  i n  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d e g r e e .  
S o  h a v e  n o t  a  f e w  o f  t l i c  C e l t i c  r a c e s  : a m o n g s t  t h e  H i g h l a n d  
S c o t c h  w e r e  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  t h e  g i f t  o f  w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  s e c o n d  
s i g h t .  I  c o n f e s s  t o  y o u  t h a t  I  m y s e l f  a m  s i m p l y  g r o p i n g  a f t e r  
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  l i g h t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  T h o u g h  p o s s e s s e d  o f  n o  s u c h  
m y s t e r i o u s  )> o w e r  m y s e l f ,  I  a m  e n a b l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  i t  f r o m  t h o s e  u p o n  
w h o s e  h o n o r  a n d  v e r a c i t y  I  a m  e n a b l e d  t o  r e l y  w i t h  p e r f e c t  c o n f i 
d e n c e .  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  A b r a h a m  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h i s  
m c d i u m i s t i c  p o w e r .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  a n d  
t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  h a v e  d e c l a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  l i e  ]v>s- 
s e s s e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  o f  t h i s  f a c u l t y .  M o s e s ,  J e s u s ,  C o n f u c i u s ,  
Z o r o a s t e r ,  M a h o m e t ,  a n d  o t h e r s  o f  l e s s  r e p u t e ,  a n d  l i e  w o u l d  
b e  b l i n d e r  t h a n  t h e  b l i n d ,  n n d  w o u l d  t a k e  m u c h  m o r e  i q i o n  h i m 
s e l f  t h a n  I  w o u l d  v e n t u r e  t o  d o ,  w h o  w o u l d  s a y  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e  
l i a r s ,  o r  s e l f - d e c e i v e d  e n t h u s i a s t s .  A b r a h a m ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  d i d  r e c e i v e  
a  d i r e c t  i n t u i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m i n g  e v e n t .  S o m e  g u a r d i a n  s p i r i t ,  
w h o  f e l t  i n  h i m  a  d e e p  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  w h o  p o s s e s s e d  a  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  h i d d e n  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g i v e  h i m  
w a r n i n g  o f  t h e  v a s t  u p h e a v a l ,  n n d  t h e n  t h e  s u d d e n  f a l l  o f  t h e  
c i t i e s  o f  t h e  p l a i n .  I  t h i n k  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  
h a b i t ,  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m e  k n o w  t h a t  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  S p e c i a l  
P r o v i d e n c e .  M y  o p i n i o n  i s  t h a t  w h e n  o n c e  t h e  A l m i g h t y  h a s  
m a d e  a  l a w ,  h e  h a s  n e v e r  b r o k e n  i t  o r  s e t  i t  a s i d e .  T h e  A l l - W i s e  
o n e  n e e d s  n o t  t o  p a t c h  n n d  m e n d  a s  o c c a s i o n  a r i s e s ,  l i k e  p o o r  
m o r t a l s .  I n  H i m  r e s i d e s  p e r f e c t i o n .  H e  s e e s  a f a r  o i l  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  w i l l  b o  r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  m a k e s  H i s  l a w s  u n m i s t n k e a b l c .  B u t  I  
c a n  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  H e  w o r k s  i n d i r e c t l y  o r  t h r o u g h  s u b o r 
d i n a t e  a g e n t s ,  n n d  g i v e s  w a r n i n g  o f  i m p e n d i n g  d a n g e r ,  a n d  d e l i 
v e r s  m e n  i n  g r e a t  c r i s e s .  I t  i s  a v e r r e d ,  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  i s  w e l l  
a u t h e n t i c a t e d ,  t h a t  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  a  s k i p p e r  w a s  m o v e d  b y  s o m e  
u n a c c o u n t n b l e  i m p u l s e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  ^ o u r s e  o f  h i s  v o y a g e .  T h e  
a l t e r a t i o n  t o o k  h i m  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  o u t  o f  h i s  c o u r s e ,  a n d  
i t  b r o u g h t  h i m  i n t o  a  p a r a l l e l  o f  l a t i t u d e  r a r e l y  t r a v e l l e d  b y  s h i p s .  
H e  c a m e  u p o n  a  w a t e r - l o g g e d  v e s s e l ,  s t i l l  t e n a n t e d  b y  a  f e w  h a l f -  
f a m i s h e d  c r e a t u r e s .  I  m y s e l f  k n e w  o f  a n  e n g i n e e r  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  
W e s t  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w h o  w a s  i m p e l l e d  b y  s o m e  u n a c c o u n t a b l e  i m p u l s e  
t o  l e a v e  t h e  s h o p ,  w h e r e  l i e  a l o n e  w a s ,  a n d  g o  t o  a  d i s t a n t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  y a r d .  H e  h a d  n o  m o t i v e  t o  d o  s o .  I t  w a s  s i m p l y  n i l  i r r e s i s t -  
a b l c  i m p u l s e  t h a t  i n d u c e d  h i m  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s h o p .  H e  l e f t ,  n n d  
w e n t ,  n s  I  B a id ,  t o  a  d i s t a n c e ,  n n d  w h i l s t  a w a y  t h e  b o i l e r  o f  t h e  
e n g i n e  b u r s t .  H a d  h e  r e m a i n e d  a t  h i s  p o s t ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
s h a t t e r e d  t o  p i e c e s .  M a y  n o t  g u n r d i n n  s p i r i t s ,  w h o  c a n  s e e  w i t h  
k e e n e r  e y e s  t h a n  w e ,  m o v e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h o s e  t h e y  w i s h  t o  b e n e f i t '  
t o  a c t  a s  t h e y  d e s i r e  ?  A n d  w h y  n o t  w e  a l l ,  y o u  s a y .  B e c a u s e  o f  
o u r  w a n t  o f  s u i t a b l e  p o w e r .  T h i s  i n w a r d  m o n i t i o n  e n a b l e d  A l i r a -  
h n m  t o  w n m  L o t .  W e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  h e  s e n t  t o  w a r n  h i s  o t h e r  
r e l a t i v e s ,  b u t  t h e y  l a u g h e d ,  a n d  r e g a r d e d  h i m  a s  o n e  w h o  m o c k e d  
t h e m .  I f  t h e  v o i c e  o f  l i v i n g  m a n  f a i l s ,  n e e d  w e  t r a v e l  f a r  t o  f in d  
a  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  S p i r i t ’s  v o i c e  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  a b l e  t o  s a v e  l T h e r e  
i s  a  s t o r y  i n  t h e s e  e a r l y  p a g e s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  L o t  n n d ’h i s  d a u g h 
t e r s  w h i c h  I  h o p e  f u t u r e  c o m p i l e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  a n d  
d e c e n c y  tQ  l e a v e  o u t .  I  h a v e  b u t  o n e  w o r d  t o  s a y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i t  
— I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  T h i s  n a r r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c e s t u o u s  o r i g i n  o f  
t h e  M o a b i t e s  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t  o f  s o m e  J e w i s h  
s c r i b e ,  t o  c a s t  d i r t  u p o n  h i s  M o a b i t i s h  b r e t h r e n ,  U p  t o  a  c e r t a i n  
p e r i o d  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  A b r a h a m  l i e  w a s  c h i l d l e s s .  W e  k n o w  h o w  
t h e  o w n e r ,  i n  f a t h e r l a n d ,  o f  s o m e  o l d  m a n o r - h o u s e  y e a r n s  f o r  a n  
h e i r  t o  s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  e s t a t e  a n d  t i t l e s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  n o  i d e a  o f  t h e  
a r d e n t  y e a r n i n g  o f  a n  o r i e n t a l  c h i e f  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  h e  i s  c h i l d 
l e s s .  V a r i o u B  s y s t e m s  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  t o  g e t  o v e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y .  
S o  s t r o n g  h a s  b e e n  t h o  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  
I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  c o n c e d e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r a j a h s  t o  a d o p t  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  c h i l d l e s s .  T o  s o m e  e x t e n t  t h e  
l a t e  m u t i n y  a r o s e  o u t o f  a  c o m p l e x  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  i n  w h i c h  
N a n i  S a h i b  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  n c t o r .  A b r a h a m  i n t e n s e l y  d e s i r e d  i s s u e ,  
a n d  a t  l a s t  h e  t o o k  H a g a r ,  h i s  b o n d s w o m a n ,  t o  l i i s  b e d .  Y o u  w i l l  
r e m e m b e r  h a v i n g  r e a d  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  M a h o m e t .  T h e  
C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s  h a v e  b r a n d e d  t h a t  g r e a t  m a n  a s  a  s e n s u i s t ,  
t h o u g h  i t  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a  t r a i t  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  U n t i l  t h e  a g e  
o f  f o r t y  l i e  l i v e d  a  s t a i n l e s s  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  U p o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  
w i f e  K n l u l i j a h ,  h e  t o o k  u n t o  h i m s e l f  o t h e r  w i v e s ,  l ’ r o f e s s o r  
K i n g s l e y  i s  o f  t h e  s a m e  o p i n i o n  a s  m y s e l f ,  t h a t  M a h o m e t  m e r e l y  
t o o k  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  w i v e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h a t  
d e s i r e  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  s t r o n g  i n  o v e r y  O r i e n t a l — t h e  d e s i r e  
f o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h a t  w h i c h  h e  p r a c t i s e d  h i m s e l f  l i e  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  
a l l o w  i n  o t h e r s .  I s h m a e l  w a s  t h e  o n l y  h e i r  i n  t h e  t e n t  o f  t h e

C t  c h i e f  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  b u t  i n  a f t e r  y e a r s  I s a a c  w a s  b o r n .
l  f o l l o w s  a n o t h e r  e p i s o d e ,  w h i c h  i s  a  s t a i n  u p o n  t h e  c l i a r a e t e r  

o f  A b r a h a m .  T h e  h a n d m a i d e n  n n d  h e r  s o n  w e r e  t h r u s t  f o r t h  i n t o  
t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  B u t  w h e n  w e  r e a d  t h e  l i f e  o f  A b r a h a m  w e  m u s t  
n o t  r e a d  h i s  t i m e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r s ,  o r  l i v e s  o f  t h a t  d a t e  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  i d e a s  o f  o u r  o w n  d a y .  T h e r e  a r e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  w h i c h  
i n  t h e i r  t i m e s  w e r e  t a k e n  a s  m a t t e r s  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  i f  r e p e a t e d  o r  
e n a c t e d  i n  o u r  d a y ,  w o u l d  s h u t  n  m a n  o u t  o f  a l l  d e c e n t  s o c i e t y  ; 
n n d  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  o r t h o d o x y  o f t e n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  h a r d l y  p r e s s e d  
t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  s e e m i n g  o u t r a g e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  t e n e t s .  
T h e y  t e l l  u s  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  d i s p e n s a t i o n  t h e n  a n d  a n o t h e r  n o w .  
M e n  a n d  b r e t h r e n ,  b e  a s s u r e d  o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  a  v i r t u e  o f  t w o  t h o u s a n d  
y e a r s  a g o  i s  n o t  u t t e r l y  e v i l  t o - d a y .  N o r  ¡ 6  a n  o u t r a g e  o r  w r o n g  
o f  t h o s e  d n y s  a  v i r t u e  n o w .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  s u c h  t h i n g s  n s  e t e r n a l  
m o r a l i t y  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  m o r a l i t y .  S o c i e t y  h a v i n g  d e v e l o p e d ,  h a s
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w i n d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  c o d e  o f  l a w s  o n  m o r a l s ,  a n d  t h e  m a n  o r  
w o m a n  w h o  s e t s  h i m  o r  h e r s e l f  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  w i l l  m e e t  t h e  
f a t e  o f  t h e  m a n  i n  t h e  a l l e g o r y ,  w h o  e a s t  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  a  s t o n e ,  
a n d  w a s  b r o k e n .  I . e t  t h e m  b e w a r e  l e s t  t h e  s t o n e  d o c s  n o t  f a l l  
u p o n  t h e m  a n d  c r u s h  t h e m  t o  J x i w d c r .  T h i s  m u c h  I  a m  h o l d  t o  

s a y — s o m e t i m e s  s o c i a l  a i u l  d o m e s t i c  l a w s  e s t e h l i s t i o d  b y  s o c i e t y  
a r e  n o t  i n  a c c o r d a n t «  w i t h  e t e r n a l  j i i s l i c c ;  T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e

Sn r r i a g e  l a w s .  T h e r e  i s  e x i s t i n g  i n  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  B r i l i s h  i l o n u -  
o n s  a  l a w  w h i c h  s a y s  t h a t  a  m a n  s h a l l  n o t  m a r r y  h i s  d e c e a s e d  

w i f e ' s  s i s t e r .  A  m o r e  c a u s e l e s s  o r  i n h u m a n  l a w  w a s  n e v e r  e n a c t e d .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n ,  m o r a l  o r  p h y s i c a l ,  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  y e t ,  a  s o r t  
o f  a r t i f i c i a l  s h a m e  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p o n  g o o d  a n d  t r u e  w o m e n  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  d a r e d  t o  s e t  i t  a s i d e ,  a n d  a c t  u p o n  t h e  r i g h t  
d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e i r  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  l a w s  
s a y  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  m a r r i a g e s  w i t h i n  a  d e g r e e  o f  a f f i n i t y  a g a i n s t  
w h i c h  I  s a y  N a t u r e  h a s  s p o k e n  w i t h  a l l  h e r  v o i c e  i n  c h i l d r e n  d e a f ,  
d u m b ,  a n d  i d i o t i c .  H u m a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a r s  a g a i n s t  ( ¡ o i l  s h a m e 
f u l l y ,  p a i n f u l l y ,  a n d  u n t r u t h f u l l y  i n  d i v e r s  l a w s  e n a c t e d  b y  m a n  
a g a i n s t  w o m e n .  I f  w o m e n  h a d  a  v o i c e  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e y  w o u ld  
g e t  m o r e  j u s t i c e .  A  m a n  m a y  o b t a i n  a  d i v o r c e  a g a i n s t  b i s  w i f e ,  
i f  s h e  i s  u n f a i t h f u l  t o  h i m .  b u t  a  w o m a n  c a n n o t  f o r  t h e  s a m e  
c a u s e .  W h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e /  I f  m a n  d i s h o n o r s  a n d  s e t s  t o  
s h a m e  h i s  w i f e ,  w h y  s h o u l d  h e  b e  p u t  u p o n  a  h i g h e r  p e d e s t a l  t h a n  
s h e ?  A g a i n ,  I  s a y ,  t h e  l a w  i s  m o n s t r o u s l y  u n e v e n  i n  i t s  t e n o r .*  
O f t e n  w o m e n 'm a r r y  m e n  w h o  d e s e r t  t h e m ,  a n d  y e t  t h e y  a r e  l i n k e d  
f o r  e v e r  t o  s u c h  c o w a r d s  a n d  r u f f i a n s .  I  s a y  h e r e  a g a i n  t h e  l a w  
o f  m a n  i s  a t  e n m i t y  w i t h  t h e  l a w  o f  C lo d . A n d  t h e  w a y  w e  f in d  
a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  e o n t r a r i t i e s ,  a c t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  
g r e a t  a n d  g o o d  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  i s  s i m p l y  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  s o c i e t y  
a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  o u r  s e n s e  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  r i g h t ,  h a v e  b e e n ,  a n d  
a r e  s t i l l ,  d e v e l o p i n g .  I n  t h e  d a y s  o f  A b r a h a m ,  d o m e s t i c  a n d  s o c i a l  
e t h i c s  w e r e  n o t  s o  s t r i c t  a s  n o w  b y  m a n y  d e g r e e s .  T h e  r u l e s  o f  
s o c i e t y  t h e n  d i d  n o t  m a k e  i t  e q u a l l y  s h a m e f u l  t o  d r i v e  a  w o m a n  
f o r t h ,  b u t  t o  u s  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  l i k e  a n  a c t  o f  r u t h l e s s  b a r b a r i t y .  
A n d  i n  t h e s e  b i b l i c a l  h i s t o r i e s  w e  a r e  n o t  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  i m i t a t e  
t h e  c r u e l t i e s  o f  a  s a v a g e  a g e ,  b u t  t o  i m i t a t e  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r a n d  a c t s  
a n d  n o b l e  v i r t u e s  o f  a  p e o p l e  w h o  o f t e n ,  e v e n  i n  t h o s e  d a r k  a n d  
r e m o t e '  p e r i o d s  a t t a i n e d ,  a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  v i r t u e  a n d  t r u t h .  
T h e s e  g i a n t  m e n  o f  a g e s  p a s t  a r e  V i r t u e ' s  t i m e - w o r n  p i l l a r s .  J h e v  
s t a n d  i n  e l o q u e n t  g r a n d e u r  t o  m a r k  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e .  
T h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  a u g u s t ,  a n d  y e t  s e v e r e .  A  l i t t l e  r o u g h ,  y e t  i t  i s  
t h e  r o u g h n e s s  o f  r o u g h  t i m e s ,  - m a d e  t o  o u r  e y e s  m o r e  r u g g e d  
t h r o u g h  b e i n g  v i e w e d  i n  a  m i l d e r  a i r .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  s t e r n  a n d  
n o b l e  m a r k s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  t o  w h i c h  w e  m a y  l o o k  b a c k  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  
a k i n  t o  s h a m e  w h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r  h o w  s m a l l  t h e  d i s t a n c e  w e  h a v e  
p l a c e d  b c t c w c c n  t h e m  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s o  m a n y  a g e s .  B v  
l o o k i n g  a n d  c o m p a r i n g  w e  m a y  t a k e  h e a r t  a n d  c o u r a g e .  T h e  
w o r l d  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  2 1 0 0  y e a r s ,  
y e t  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  p e r i o d  o f  t h e .  s a m e  d u r a t i o n  w i l l  
f a r  e x c e e d  t h e  r a t e  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T w o  t h o u s a n d  f o u r  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  h e n c e  w e  s h a l l  b e  a s  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  
a s  w e  a r e  n o w  f r o m  A b r a l i a m i c  t i m e s .  A n d  l e t  n o t  a n y  b o  d i s 
m a y e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c l a m o u r  o f  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o r  t h e  o u t c r y  
o f  t h e  p r i e s t .  W h e n e v e r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n n o v a t i o n  m a d e  o il  
t h e  s i d e  o f  r i g h t  a n d  j u s t i c e  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i s m ,  t h e  
l o u d e s t  o u t c r y  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  f r o m  C h u r c h m e n .  W h e n  i t  w a s  
p r o p o s e d  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  o l d  s y s t e m  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  a  n e w  I l i v o r c e  
l a w ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  b i s h o p s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  K n g l n n d ,  b u t  c l e r g y 
m e n  o f  o t h e r  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  r a i s e d  t h e i r  v o i c e s  a g a i n s t  i t .  B u t  
t h e  p a l m  o f  i n t o l e r a n c e  a n d  b i g o t r y  w a s  c a r r i e d  o il '  b y  t h e  e s t a 
b l i s h e d  c h u r c h .  T h e  r i c h  m a n ,  w h o  c o u l d  s p e n d  £ 2 0 0 0 ,  c o u l d

Er o c u r c  a "  d i v o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  w i f e  w h o  h a d  d i s h o n o u r e d  h i m  : 
u t  t h e  p o o r  m a n  m u s t  b e  l i n k e d  f o r  e v e r  t o  t h e  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  

p l a y e d  h a r l o t ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  a  l a r g e  s u m  t o  
r i d  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  c u m b r o u s  t i c .  T h i s  l a w - e x t e n d i n g  i t s  b e n e 
f i t s  t o  t h e  r i c h  a n d  w i t h h o l d i n g  t h e m  f r o n t  t h e  j i o o r — w a s  u p h e l d  
a n d  c o n t e n d e d  f t ) r  b y  t h e  c l e r g y ,  w h o  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  
a d v o c a t e s  o f  - r i g h t e o u s  a n d  i m p a r t i a l  ju d g m e n t .  W o m e n ,  f o r  
a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  s l a v e s  t o  m e n ’s  i n i q u i t y .  B u t  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a g o  
a  m a n  m i g h t  u t t e r l y  d e s e r t  h i s  w i f e  f o r  y e a r s ,  a n d  w h e n  b y  h e r  
o w n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  f r u g a l i t y  s h e . h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  a  f e w  y e a r s ’ 
e a r n i n g s ,  t h e  r u t h l e s s  b e a s t  m i g h t  c o m e  b a c k  t o  t a k e  f r o m  h e r  
a t  o n e  s w o o p  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  h a i l  n o t  h e l p e d  t o  g e t ,  a n d  t h a t  
w h i c h  h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  r e s t o r e .  A t  l e n g t h ,  t h i s  a n d  o n e  o r  t w o  
o t h e r  i n i q u i t o u s  a n o m a l i e s  w e r e  a l t e r e d  a t  t h e  i n s t a n c e ,  f i r s t  o f  
a l l  o f  s o m e  h e r o i c  w o m e n  i n  A m e r i c a ,  w h o  h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  
d e m a n d  e q u a l  j u s t i c e .  M a n y  a  s i l l y  s c r i b e  a n d  l i o l l o w - p a t e d  w i t  
h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t h o k c  m e r r y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o  
a t  f i r s t  h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  r a i s e  t l i d i r  v o i c e s  a g a i n s t  u n e q u a l  a n i l  
u n j u s t  l a w s .  B u t  t h n n k  G o d  t h e  d a y  i s  d a w n i n g .  T h e  n i g h t  o f  
B u j i e r s t i t i o n ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  a n d  i n t o l e r a n c e  i s  f a s t  w a n i n g ,  a n d  
a l t h o u g h  w e  m a y  n o t  l i v e  t o  s e e  t h e  f u l l  f r u i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
w e  h o p e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  j t  d a y  o n  e a r t h ,  n o t  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  w h e n  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  r a c e  o f  m e n  w h o  w i l l  s e c  t h e  t r u e  M e s s i a n i c  a g e ,  
a n d  w h e n  a l l  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  a n d  w r o n g  w i l l  p a s s  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  f a c e  o f  a n  e m a n c i p a t e d  a n d  r e g e n e r a t e d  w o r l d .

T h e  S t a w e l l  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  —  W e  

understand that the first question that will engage the 
attention of the above recently-formed Association will 
be Spiritualism, which subject they intend to give a 
thorough investigation. I f  they do this, wo have very 
little doubt as to the result. Indoed, after the result of 
the London Dialectical Society’s investigation, no scien
tific society can with decency pooh-pooh the subject. 
They must either accept the phenomena as a scientific 
fact, or disprove it.

R E M E D Y  F O E  I N T E M P E R A N C E .

W e  have exam ined th e  evil o f  in to x ica tin g  beverages, 
th a t  wo m ay g e l  som e in sigh t in to  th e  m y stery  o f  their 
being here, giving affliction, in o rd e r  th a t  w e m ay have 
p ractical ju d g m en t lo  devise plan s to  m itig a te  th e  evil, 
T h e  soul o f  m an crav es e x cite m e n t, as  th e  stomach 
crav es  ap p etite  to  g ive relish to  its  food. I t  is to its 
cap acity  fo r  excitem en t, fo r  e lev atin g  itse lf  above nor
m ality , th a t  th e  hu m an m ind ow es its  g r e a t  superiority. 
H e  who h as n o su scep tib ility  to  e x c ite m e n t is as  hard 
to  m ove as a  m ountain.

In asm u ch  as  wo ca n n o t d estro y  th e  love o f  excite
m ent. and as  th e  stup efying occu p ation s o f life will seek 
re lie f from  i t  as  a  n oceosary re cu p e ra tio n , ou r task 
should be n o t in vain efforts lo  stifle n a tu re , b u t, by wise 
d evices, to  m in ister to  th is  ackn ow led ged w ant of 
hu m an ity in som e form  th a t  will be accep tab le .

I n  co u n tries  w h ere  th e  v in e grow s, i t  is found th at  
wine becom es a  g en eral b ev erag e in su b stitu tion  for 
spirits. I t  is less harm ful, and m ore useful. W here  
m alt liquors a r c  la rg e ly  in trod u ced , th e y  te n d  in tho 
sam e d ire c tio n ; viz., to  supply e x c ite m e n t w ith lessened  
in toxication . W h e re v e r  ch eap  pu blic am u sem en ts are  
offered, w e find th e y  a r e  accep ted , and , in a g r e a t  degree, 
th ey  w ean from  in to xica tin g  re so rts . In  th e  absence  
o f  th ese, and w h ere th e re  is m u ch  le isu re , on  Sunday, 
for in stance, w e find th a t in to xica tin g  bev erag es obtain 
la rg er dem and. F r o m  th ese  fa c ts , le t u s  g a th e r  suggest 
tions.

T he n ation s o f  th e  e a rth , w ith g r e a t  a cco rd , akin to  
in stin ct, have one d ay  in th e  w eek to  r e s t  from  labor. 
O f th is day a  p a r t  is given to  public devotion , an d  a  part 
to  recrea tio n , social in terch an g e, a n d  p u b lic  am use
m ents. I n  E n g lan d  only, and in A m erica , to  w hich sho 
gave her in stitu tio n s, is th e  day confined by law , as  far 
as possible, t o  r e s t  alon e ; exclu d in g r e cre a tio n  and all 
public am u sem en ts. I t  is to  bo seen  by com parisons  
which sy stem  b est sub serves m o rality  and tem p eran ce . 
I t  is p recise ly  in th ese la t te r  co u n tries  w h ere  in toxica
tion  p revails th e  m ost.

Tho in te re s t o f  religion  is sup posed to  bo prom oted  
by th ese  re stric tiv e  law s ; b u t th e  pow er o f  th o  C hurch  
o v er th o  con scien ce  is  n o t eq u al to  th a t  o f th o  S ta te s  of 
E u ro p e  w here no such co ercio n  is p ractised . W e  who 
seek p re te x t fo r  a u ste rity  in th e  sabb ath  o f  ¡Moses m ay, 
if we find i t  un profitab le, easily  prove th at th e re  is no 
con n ection  betw een ou r Su nd ay in stitu tio n  and th a t.o f  
M o s e s ; w hich C h ristian ity  re jected , and , to  m ak e rejec
tion  certa in , chose a different day for o u r  re st . A t  least 
all C hristendom , e x c e p t th e  tw o n ation s m entioned, so 
reg ard  it.

T h e  P arisian s a r e  th e  m ost ch eerfu l and social pcoplo 
in C hristen dom . Tho Su nd ay in stitu tio n  does a  g re a t  
deal to  m ake th em  so. T h e  shops o f  P a r is  a re  closed  
on Su nd ay by com m on d esire , and w ith o u t restric tio n  
o f law , o r  p ressu re o f  organized effort. N o  ch u rch es  in 
C hristendom  a r e  m o re  crow ded on  th a t  day. Tho 
C hu rch  h as  till  noontim o to  do its  w o r k ; an d , i f  i t  do 
i t  w ell, th o  tim e is  am ple. A t  th a t  h o u r, b y  co n ce rt  
betw een th e  ch u rch  and go vern m en t, all c h u rch  doors 
a re  closed  fo r  th e  day ; and th e  p rie s ts  and th e  peoplo 
go fo rth  to g e th e r  for re cre a tio n . I n  a  sp irit o f  fervid 
devotion , a  reveren tial aw e, su ch  as ¡8 n o t  ap p a re n t in 
ou r ch u rch es , th e  people, h av in g h eard  cou n sel from  
above, go  fo rth  to  p ractise  w h at h as  been in spired, viz. 
kindly so ciality  b etw een  neighb ors, and g en eral co u rtesy

T h e  C on gress o f  W o rk in g m e n , F ra n k fo rt , 1 8 6 3 , re 
solved “ to  cu ltiv a te  th ose h ig h er ta s te s  and am u sem en ts  
w h ich  re p re ss  a ll hab its o f  d eb a u ch e ry ."  .

I n  P a ris , i t  is  th e  carefu l d u ty  o f  th e  g o v ern m en t to  
in vite  a ll th o  w orld to  recrea tio n  on  Su nd ay. In n o ce n t  
e x c ite m e n t and am usom ont a re  provided in su ch  varied  
abu nd ance, th a t  e v e ry  on e is filled. B eau tifu l p rom e
n ad es, zoological gard en s, m enageries, orn am en tal parks, 
g alleries o f  p ictu re s , s ta tu a ry , and o th e r  exhibition s, are  
th row n open free  o f  ch a rg e  o f adm ission . M u sic  en
livens th e  a ir . A  th ousan d cheap a n d  variod  e n te rta in 
m en ts in vite  th e  im prisoned lab o rer to  co m e fo rth  and  
ta s te  th e  in n o cen t divertisom ent his n a tu re  crav es. A ll 
th e  w orld is  d raw n  fo rth  b y th e  irresistib le  a ttra c tio n .  
A  g en era l sp ir it o f  jo y  an d  o f  n eigh b orly  affection  is
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tindled in every  bosom . T h e  m alice  o u r  gloom y ascetic  
carries in his h e a rt in to  th e  n e x t  w eek m elts  aw ay when  
parties m eet in th is  happy m ood. E v ery b o d y  is  so b e r ; 
nobody can  afford to  lose th e  en joym en t b y being in 
ebriated. W h e n  th u s  k e p t, i t  is  a  day w hen one is 
inspired to  ask  and to  te n d e r  forgiveness.

1 I t  w o r d  o f  m i n e
H a v e  h a r m e d  t h e e ,  r a s h l y  s p o k e n , ,  l e t  t h e  w i n d s  
B e a r  a l l  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  i t  s w i f t  a w a y ,

D o  e v e n  n s  t h o u  w i l t ,  t h a t  t h i s  d i s p u t e  
L i v e  n o t  b e t w e e n  u s ,  a  c o n s u m i n g  l i r e

F o r e v e r  I H o m e s .

I t  is a  day to  e x te n d  com m u nion b etw een  m an  and 
man ; to  p ro m o te  v irtu o u s un ion b etw een  th e  s e x e s ; to  
inspire affection, and rip en  love. I t  is a  day th a t  drives 
dull care  aw ay, and g iv es  so rro w  to  oblivion. I t  is a  
day to rejoice  in th e  g ift o f life. I t  is  a  tim e to  aw aken  
man to  th e  con tem p lation  o f  his C re a to r ’s  w orks, a n d  to  
kindle in his soul a  lively sen se o f  th e  in d u lgen t kind
ness o f  H eaven. T o th e  yo u n g th a t  jo y o u s  day opens a  
paradise. E a r th  becom es a  su n n y h e a v e n : j  th e  very  
atm osphere b reath es  love, and is red o len t o f  sw eet odors.

Movo am ong th e  crow ded m u ltitu d es, th a t  th u s, lig h t 
of h eart, o rd erly  and gracefu lly  tr ip  in in n ocen ce and- 
harmony u n d er th e  Binilcs o f  I ic a v e n , a n d  y o u  m ay see, 
that, where w ise m en leg islate , th e  cu rse  o f  in to xicatin g  
debauchery, born o f  fan atical b ig o try , finds n o p lace  in 
the dark ca ta lo g u e  o f  so cia l evils. I s  i t  n o t a  su p er
stition w ith ou t fa ir  foun dation , th a t  G o d  is p leased  w ith  
the sacrifice o f  o u r  little  p leasu res, th e  refu sal o f  his 
proffered b lessin g s?  I t  is, p erhap s, w iser to  believe, 
that, when H e a v e n  offers g ifts, i t  is religion  to  enjoy  
them, d istru st and in g ra titu d e  to  rofuso th em . W h a t is 
wanted is, as  in  E ra n c e , to  g e t  th e  C h u rch  to  see  th at  
it is th e  in te re st o f  religion  to  con sid er th e  peop le 's  
equal n ecessity  fo r  re cre a tio n  as  fo r  devotional exercises  
on S u n d ay ; to  be convinced o f  tw o  th in g s,— viz., th a t  
one service is b e tte r  th an  tw o to  do th e  allo tted  w ork  
of the C hu rch  in a  d ay , if  i t  be well d o n e ; th a t  r e c r e 
ation which is n o t  vicious w ould rep ress  in toxication  
th a t goes a g a in st th e  C h u rch , and p ro m o te  social in te r
course, which h elp s to  b rin g  p eo p le  in to  relig iou s organ - 

t ization, and gives th em  ta s te  for m o ral in stru ctio n . T he  
m inisters o f  religion  eq u ally  req u ire  recrea tio n , and  
opportunity to  m in g le w ith  th e  people w hen in th eir  
m ost cou rteo u s m ood fo r  p rofitin g  by w ord s o f  softened  
gravity, ap tly  spoken as  Bocial con v erse offers occasion.

T here m ay be o th e r  w ays o f  w ean ing m en from  in
tem perance. T h is w ay has th e  ad v an tag e  o f  proved  
success. W e  a re  q u ite  su re  th a t  w e sh all n o t  be r e 
lieved (a s  w o m ay b e ) from  th e  e xcesses  o f  in tem p eran ce, 
till w e give i t  som e su ch  diversion  as  w e h av e  in dicated .

T H E  B E A U T I F U L .
T h e  love o f  th e  b eau tifu l is universal, o r  if  n o t  uni

versal, th e  excep tio n  is  so slig h t as  to  w eigh n o th in g  in 
th e  balance.. T h e  eye , as  by a  divine in stin ct, tu rn s  from  
ugliness and d eform ity . I t  m u st g a z e  on  form s ref 
beauty o r  itB vision is rep u lsed  and w ith ered . S o , to o , 
th e  e a r  delights on ly  in sounds th a t  b rea th e  o f  th e  fair
est p ro p o rtio n ; sounds full, ro u n d , flowing, and harm oni
ous. B u t  w hile th e  b eau tifu l and th e  love o f  i t  a re  uni
versal, its in te rp re ta tio n s  a re  as variou s as th e  fan cies o f  
man. O n e reco g n ises  i t  in  g a y  an d  flashing form s, in 
sparkling a n d  fiery  c o lo r s ; a n o th e r  beholds i t  in grave  
and subdued co lo rs , in  calm  a n d  q u ie t form s. One 
delights in  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  ocean, a n o th e r  jo y s  in  the  
beauty o f  th e  skies, a n o th e r  h as  r a p tu re  in th e  b eau ty  of 
earth , and still an o th e r, looking w ith in  his ow n being, 
beholds th e re  th e  m o st b eau tifu l o f  visions. T h e  b eau ti
ful is in a cco rd  w ith  th e  in te lle ct and affections. T h a t  
is m o st b eau tifu l w hich is  m ost loved and desired. I t  
m ay be flow ers, i t  m ay  be song, i t  m ay  be solitu d e o r  
excitem en t, i t  m ay even b e  go ld  o r  fam e, and i t  m ay  
be— how possib le— th e  d e a r face  and loving h e a rt o f  
woman. I n  v a rie ty , splen dor, and p erfectio n , th e re  is 
abu nd ance o f  i t  fo r  all. I t  is  in  ev ery  p ath , charm ing  
and a llu r in g , lead in g  som e up w ard, in to  diviner region s  
o f th e  sp irit, an d  som e dow nw ard, in to  th e  d eep er pits  
o f sense. T e t  w ho can  d o u b t th a t  G o d  h as ordained it  
all to  a  w ise end— to  th e  final u n ity  a n d  m elod y o f th e  
g re a t b roth erh oo d  o f  m an.

A  W O N D E R F U L  I N V E N T I O N  I N  E l . E C T B I C I T T . ----Those
w ho know  how M r. C . P .  Y a rle y , th e  e le c tr ic ia n  to  th e  
B ritish  Subm arine T elegrap h  C o. h as  so fearlessly b o rn e  
pu blic testim o n y  to  th e  tru th  o f  Spiritualism , a t  th e  risk  
o f losing a  high scientific rep u tatio n , will be glad to  h e a r  
th a t  ho has b rou gh t o u t one o f  th e  m ost rem arkab le  
inventions o f  m odern tim es. H e  lias in vented  som e now  
te legrap h ic in stru m en ts, w hereby th re e  m essages can  
be se n t a t  th e  sam e tim e, from  end to  end o f  a  single  
lin eofw ire , w ithout th e  signals in terferin g w ith  each  oth er, 
th ereb y  gain in g  th e  pow er o f  vastly  in creasin g  th e  m es
sage tran sm ittin g  cap acity  o f  a ll th e  overland telegrap h  
w ires a t  p resen t in use th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld. H e  does 
th is by su p er im posing a  g r e a t  n u m b er o f  sm all elec
tr ica l w aves upon th e  cu rre n ts  aB ord in arily  used in  
w orking th e  M o rse  p rin tin g  te leg rap h . B y  prop erly  
tim in g th e  pu lsations, so as  to  have tw o se ts  o f w aves in 
th e  line which a re  n o t synchronous w ith each  oth er, and  
by th e  con stru ction  o f in stru m en ts which a re  sensitive  
only to  one p a rticu la r  s e t  o f  w aves, he m an ages to  g e t  
th re e  m essages th ro u g h  th e  w ire  a t  th e  Bamo tim e. 
T h e  receivin g  in stru m en ts a re  like la rg e  fiddles, ab o u t 
five fe e t lo n g , and a  th ick  iron  w ire  s tre tch e d  from  end  

, t o  end m akes'a hum m ing noise ev ery  tim e a  w ave-signal 
is s e n t along th e  lino, h en ce th e  invention m ay bo called  
“ V a rle y ’s S inging T eleg rap h .” I t  has to  be p ractically  
trie d  on  th e  w ires in com m on use ; wo, how ever, have  
easily re a d  m essages b y it , which wo se n t th ro u gh  one  
hu nd red m iles o f  w ire, o f  th e  sam e con d u ctivity , and  
e le c trica l resistan ce  as th a t  in com m on use fo r  th e  
postal te legrap h  w ork o f  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m .— Glasgow  
H era ld .

T H E  L O N D O N  D I A L E C T I C A L  S O C I E T Y  A N D  

S P I R I T U A L I S M .

T h is  l i te ra ry  so ciety  w as established som e th ro e  y ears  
since, to  co n sid er.“ a ll sub jects, w ith a  view to  th e  elu ci
dation  o f  t r u t h ;”  ta k in g  up questions n o t ordinarily  
in vestig ated  by o th e r  scientific societies. S ir  Jo h n  L u b 
b o ck , B a r t .,  F .R .S .,  is  th e  p resid en t o f  th e  s o c ie ty ; and  
am on g th e  v ice-p resid en ts a re  P ro f. H u x le y , F . R .S . ; 
L o rd  A m berloy, M r. G . H . Low es, a n d  M iss P ran ces  
P o w e r Cobbe. A t  one o f th e  m eetin gs a  physician read  
a  p ap er on  som e v e ry  ord in ary  ph enom ena w hich h e  had  
w itnessed h im self; and i t  w as sta ted  th a t th e  physical 
and o th e r  fa cts  o f  Spiritu alism  w ere believed to  be real 
bV P ro f. D e M organ  (P re s id e n t o f th e  M ath em atical 
S o cie ty  o f  L o n d o n ), M r. C. P .  V arloy , C .E ., P .R .G .S . ; 
M r. R o b e rt C ham bers, M r. and M rs. S . C . H all, M r. 
W illiam  H o w itt, a n d  o th ers  o f  like em inen ce. A  som e
w h at acrim on iou s deb ate  fo llo w ed ; and a  com m ittee o f  
th ir ty  p ersons w as app oin ted  to  “ in vestigate  th e  ph eno
m en a  alleged to  be S p iritu al m anifestations, and to  re 
p o rt  th oreon .”  T h is com m ittee, nnder th e  chairm anship  
o f  D r. Ed m u n d s, com prises m em bers o f  th e  legal, m edi
cal, and clerica l professions, as  well as  a  few  engineers  
and a rch ite c ts , and several gen tlem en  o f  om in ent scien
tific  and li te ra ry  attain m en ts.

T h e  following, a  li ttle  in  advance o f  th e  p rin te d  copy, 
is  a  p o rtion  o f th e  exp erim en tal sub-com m itteo’s re p o rt.  
T he in telligen ce a n d  h igh  social positions o f  th e  p arties, 
as well as  th e  m om en tou s n atu re  o f  th e  su b ject itself, 
give i t  im p o rtan ce  :—

“ S in ce th e ir  app oin tm ent, on  th e  1 6 th  o f  F e b ru a ry ,  
1 8 6 9 , y o u r  su b -com m ittee h av e  held f o r t y  m eetin gs for  

u rp o ses o f  exp erim en t and te s t . T h ese m eetin gs w ere  
eld a t  th e  p riv ate  residences o f  m em b ers o f  th e  com 

m ittee , ipurposely to  p reclu d e th e  possibility o f  pre- 
arranged'lm echanism  o r  co n triv an ce .

“ T h e  fu rn itu re  o f  th e  room  in  w h ich  th e  exp erim en ts  
w ere con d u cted  was, on  ev ery  o ccasio n , its  accu sto m ed  
fu rn itu re .

“ T h e  tables w ere  in all cases  h eav y  dinin g-tables, 
req u irin g a  s tro n g  e ffo rt to  m ove th em . T h e  sm allest 
w as five fe e t nine in ch es lo n g  by fo u r fe e t w ide ; and th e  
la rg e s t nine fe e t th re e  in ch es lo n g  a n d  fo u r  fe e t a n d  a  
h alf  w ide, a n d  o f  p ro p o rtio n ate  w eight.
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“ T h e  roomB, tables, and fu rn itu re g en erally , w ere  
rep eated ly  subjected to  carefu l exam ination before, 
d u ring, and a f te r  th e  exp erim en ts, to  a sce rta in  th a t  no  
co n cealed  m ach inery, in stru m en t, o r o th er contrivance  
e xis ted , by m eans o f w hich th e  sounds o r  m ovem ents  
h e re in a fte r  m entioned could be caused.

“ T he exp erim en ts w ere con d u cted  in th e  lig h t o f  gas, 
e x c e p t on a  few occasions specially n o ted  in th e  m inutes. 

“ Y o u r com m ittee have avoided th e  em ploym ent o f

{irofessional o r  paid m ed iu m s; th e  m edium ship deve- 
oped being th a t o f  m em bers o f  y o u r s u b co m m itte e —  

p erson s o f  good social position, and o f  unim peachable  
in te g rity , having no pecu niary ob ject to  serve, and 
n o th in g  to  gain by deception.

“ Y o u r  co m m ittee  have held som e m eetin gs w ithout 
th e  p resen ce o f  a  m edium  ( i t  being understood th at  
th ro u g h o u t th is re p o rt th e  word ‘ medium  ' is used sim ply  
t o  d esign ate  an  individual w ithout whose p resen ce the  
p h enom en a described c ith e r  do n o t occu r a t  all, o r  with  
g re a tly  dim inished fo rce  and freq u en cy), purposely to  
t r y  if th ey  could produce, by any efforts, effects sim ilar 
t o  th ose w itnessed w hen a  medium  w as p resen t. B y  no 
en d eavou rs w ere th e y  enabled to  prod uce any th in g  a t  
a ll resem bling th e  m anifestations th a t  took place in the  
p resen ce  o f  a  m edium.

“ E v e ry  te s t  th a t th o  com bined in telligen ce o f your 
co m m ittee  could devise has been trie d  with p atien ce and  
p erseverau ce . T h e  exp erim en ts w ere cond ucted  under  
a  g re a t variety  o f co n d itio n s ; and in genu ity has been 
e x e rte d  in dovising plans by w hich y o u r com m ittee m ight 
verify th eir observations, and preclud e th e  possibility of 
im p o stu re o r  o f  delusion.

“ Y o u r  com m ittee have confined th e ir  rep o rt to  fa c ts  
w itnessed by th em  in th e ir  collective c a p a c i ty ; which 
fa cts  w ere palpable to the senses, a n d  th eir  reality  capable 
o f  dem onstrative p r o o f

“ O f  tho m em bers o f  y o u r sub -com m ittee, ab o u t four-  
fifths  en tered  upon th e  in vestigation w holly scep tical as  
t o  th e  reality  ot th e  alleged phenom ena, firm ly believing 
th em  to  be tho re su lt e ith er o f im posture, o r  o f  delusion, 
o r  o f  involuntary m u scular action. I t  w as only by irre 
sistib le  evidence, under conditions th a t  p reclu d ed  the  
possibility o f  e ith e r  o f  th ese solutions, and a f te r  tria l  
a n d  te s t  m any tim es rep eated , th a t  tho m ost scep tical o f  
y o u r  sub-com m ittee w ere slowly and re lu cta n tly  co n 
vinced th a t  th e  ph enom ena exhibited in th o  course o f  
th e ir  p ro tra c te d  inquiry w ere veritab le facts.

“ T he resu lt o f  th e ir  long-continued and carefu lly  con
d u cted  experim ents, a f te r  tria l by ev ery  d etective te s t  
th e y  could devise, h as  been to  establish conclusively—

“ F irs t— T h at, u n d er ce rta in  bodily o r  m ental conditions 
o f  one o r  m ore o f  th e  persons p resen t, a  fo rce  is exh i
bited- sufficient to  p u t heavy sub stances in m otion w ith
o u t th e  em ploym ent o f  an y  m u scu lar force , w ith o u t co n 
ta c t  o r  m aterial con n ection  o f  auy kind betw eon such  
su b stan ces and th e  body o f  an y  p erson  present.

“  Secon d— T h a t th is fo rce  can  m ake d istin ctly  audible  
sounds to  p roceed from  solid sub stances n o t in co n ta ct  
w ith , n o r having an y  visible o r m aterial conn ection  w ith, 
th e  body o f  an y  person p re s e n t; and which sounds a re  
proved to  proceed  from  such sub stances by th o  vibra
tio n s which a re  distinctly felt w hen th e y  a re  touched.

“  Third— T h a t th is fo rce  is  freq uently  d irected  b y in 
telligen ce.

“ A t  th irty -four  o u t o f  th o  fo rty  m eetin gs o f y o u r com 
m itte e , som e o f th ese  ph enom ena occu rred .

“ D elusion w as o u t o f  th e  question. T h e  m otions took  
p lace  in  variou s directions, and w ere  w itnessed sim ulta
n eously  by all p resen t. T h ey  w ere m a tte rs  o f  m easu re
m en t, and n o t o f  opinion o r  o f  f a n c y ; and th e y  o ccu rred  
so  often , u n d er so m an y and su ch  variou s conditions, 
w ith su ch  safeguards ag ain st e r ro r  o r deception, and  
w ith  su ch  invariable resu lts , as  to  satisfy  th e  m em bers  
o f  y o u r  com m ittee b y whom  th e  exp erim en ts w ere tried , 
w holly scep tical as  m ost o f th em  w ere w hen th e y  en tered  
up on  th e  in vestigation , th a t there is  a  f o r c e  capable o f  
m oving heavy bodies without m a terial contact, a n d  which 

f o r c e  is  in  som e unknow n m a nner dependent upon the p r e 
sence o f  hum an beings.

“ I n  conclu sion , y o u r com m ittee exp ress th e ir  unani
m ou s opinion th a t  th e  one im p o rtan t ph ysical fa c t thus  
p rov ed  to  e x is t— th a t  motion may be p ro d u ced  in  solid

bodies without m aterial contact, by some hitherto un recog
n ised  f o r c e  operating w ithin an u n defined  distance fr o m  
the hum an organization, a n d  beyond the ra n g e  o f  m uscular  
action— should be su b jected  to  fu rth e r scien tific  investi
gation , w ith a  view to  ascertain , if  possible, its  tru e  
sou rce, n a tu re , and pow er.”

T he L ondon G lobe, in a  M ay issue, said, “ D u rin g  the  
p ast fo u r w eeks, m eetin gs o f  th e  D ialectical C om m ittee  
on Spiritualism  have been held w ith closed  doors, w ith
o u t tho m em bers being able to  ag reo  as to  th o  rep ort  
which th e y  will issue. All th e  re p o rts  o f  th e  exp eri
m ental sub -com m ittees have, how ever, been received  and 
adopted , T hose all b ear s tro n g  testim o n y  in favou r of 
th e  re a lity  o f  th e  m an ifesta tio n s; and a re p o rt based on  
th e  re p o rts  o f  th ese  su b -com m ittees is now in p rocess of  
p rep ara tio n .”

S P I R I T  E O ltC E S  I N  N A T U R E ,  

i i v  s .  n. h k i t t a n ,  m . d .

T i i e  hu m an m ind m ay not n u m b er tho w orlds in space. 
IIo w  m any e x is t and silen tly  trav erse  th e  illim itable void, 
beyond th e  u tm o st reach  o f  th e  telescop e, wo m ay not 
know. H ow  fa r  th e  divisibility o f  m a tte r  ex ten d s.w ith 
out th e  lim its o f  m icroscop ic inspection , w e ca n n o t d eter
m in e ; and by w h a t in tr ica te  law s and im m easu rab le lines 
th o  superficial ph ases o f  existen ce , cogn izab le by the  
senses, a re  co n n ected  w ith th e  s e cre t  so u rces  o f  inward  
pow er and th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  ce n tra l L ife , th e  finite 
understand ing m ay fail to  com prehend. B u t  how ever 
v ast th e  em pire o f  b ein g, and nu m erou s th e  w orlds th at  
revolve in space, th e  U n iv erse , in its  m ost com prehensive  
sense, is  O n e . T he g rav ita tio n  o f  w o rld s ; th e  specific 
form s o f  being on th e ir  s u r fa c e s ; th e  re la tio n s  o f  sepa
ra te  en tities, and all th e  phases o f  vital m an ifestatio n  
involve and illu stra te  th e  principles o f  a sublim e harm ony, 
and th u s reveal a  com m on so u rce  and c e n tr e  in th e  
D ivine U n ity . T h e  creative  en ergy , tho an im atin g  soul, 
— R o d ,  i s ,  and th erefore all th e se  e x is t. “ T h e  S p irit  
giv eth  l i f e ;"  and so innum erable w orlds com e u p  o u t o f  
chaos, and revolve ab o u t m any ce n tra l suns. T h e  earth  
w aits for th e  daily baptism  o f  ligh t. M o rn in g  w ak es th e  
living, conscious w orld to  a ctiv ity , and th e  even in g in
vites to  repose. D ay  is rep lete  w ith g lory , a n d  N ig h t  
is full o f  th e  revelation s o f  l i f e ; organ ic form s are  
p regn an t w ith happiness, and ev ery  in sta n t p lenary of 
m essing.

H e re , in th o  m id st o f  th is im m ensity, su rro u n d ed  by 
m yriads o f  w orlds, w ith th e  illum inated heavens bending  
over and closing lovingly arou n d  him , is M an,  th e  last 
divine work in th o  n a tu ra l w orld— m an , th e  crow n in g  
glory  o f  crea tio n , and th e  exp ress  im age o f G o d ! I n  tho  
v ast realm  o f  p h ysical ex isten ce  he is th e  c e n tra l figure. 
W h ile  his fee t press th e  earth , he y e t  stan d s w ith in  tho  
o u ter co u rts  of G o d ’s sp iritu al tem p le. A  lig h t from  
heaven shines in a t  th e  windows o f  h is m o rta l ta b e r 
nacle. I t  w arm s th e  h e a r t, glow s in th e  cou n ten an ce , 
and inform s th e  m ind. M an , indeed, is  th e  con n ectin g  
link in  th e  ch ain  o f  universal B ein g — th e  in terv en in g  
medium  betw een tw o w orlds— th e  V isib le and th e  I n 
visible. T h e  essen tial elem ents o f  both s ta te s  o f  being  
m eet, and a r e  blended in his n a tu re . T h e  com m on  e a rth , 
which e n ters  in to  th e  com position o f  his body, is  tra n s
figured, and ren d ered  rad ian t and gloriou s b y tho p re 
sen ce o f his spirit.

W ith  th is  tw o-fold con stitu tion  in view , w e m ay com 
p reh en d  som ething o f  th e  m y stery  o f  hum an n a tu re  and  
th o  philosophy o f h u m an  feeling, th o u g h t, a n d  actio n . 
T h a t m an  is  frail and p ron e to  w an der is  du e to  th o  in 
evitable conditions o f  th is m ortal life. H is  u n d y in g  asp i
ratio n s, and th e  infinite possibilities o f  his sp iritu al co n 
stitu tio n , show u s  th a t  h e  ca m e  from  th e  F a th e r , w hose  
om nipresen t sp irit “ is th e  tru e  L ig h t  w h ich  ligh toth  
ev ery  m an th a t  co m eth  in to  th e  w o rld .” C o n stitu ted  as  
he is, and occu p y in g  as  h e  does a  m iddle grou n d  betw een  
sp irit and m a tte r— th e e a rth  and all th a t  is perishable  
on  on e side, and heaven and im m o rtality  on  th e  o th e r—  
i t  is b u t n a tu ra l th a t  he should discover n u m erou s evi
dences o f  th e  p resen ce and clo se  relation sh ip  o f  his in
visible kindred . I f  his m ind is n o t w arped by false edu . 
ca tio n , he in stin ctively  looks fo r  th e ir  fo o t-p rin ts  alo n g
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tho shadowy confines of this world. In the silent watches 
the devout and loving spirit hears mystical voices from 
tho other side of the river. When the world’s faith is 
active, and the vision is quickened by the influence of 
tho spirit, tho white arms of angels are here and there 
thrust through the gloom in blessing. The mantle of 
night is rent in twain by loving hands, that we may see 
through tho dark folds and rejoico. And thus angelic 
visitors leave the everlasting doors ajar, that wo may 
catch glimpses o f“ the glory that shall bo revealed.” 

Mysterious proofs of tho Divine presence, and a con
stant succession of spiritual manifestations on earth, are 

rcciscly what we have to expect. The scepticism that 
enics this resolves itself into practical atheism. I f  God 

made the world and still governs it, why should we not 
constantly anticipate new evidences of the presence of 
Spirit? And will it be said that any man has faith in 
God who merely admits that ho is ever present, while ho 
boldly denies the tangible demonstrations of his power? 
The god of such men is the creation of history. At best 
ho was before Moses, and cotemporancous with the 
Christian fathers. AVo are required to conceive of him 
as having no present vital connection with the world, at 
least of a nature that admits of demonstration to the 
souls of men through their senses. But when did tho 
Divinity that once walked amongst men and inspired 
their minds and hearts, suspend his functions? Arc tho 
ministers of the Celestial Stato all dead and buried ? If  
they are not, why should they not look after human 
affairs as they were accustomed to do in the early history 
of the world ? Did Moses and tho prophets need to bo 
thus closely watched, and are we really qualified to go 
alone and take caro of ourselves? Such a conclusion is 
consonant-to our solf-lovo rather than our reason.

It  is worthy of notice that the peculiar people who 
deride the claims of our faith and philosophy, by repre- 
sentingthat the communicating spirits exhibit less know
ledge than they possessed on earth, virtually assume the 
total suspension o f  certain divine fa cu lties  and functions. 
In their conception, not only aro tho active powers of tho 
spirit enfeebled by tho destruction of th'c body, but some
thing more terrible than a mortal paralysis appears to 
have seized and smitten the innumerable hosts of hbaven. 
I t  is confidently affirmed that they no longer come here 
as they did when the earth was new. They arc dumb, 
and can not speak to us ; they are powerless, and can 
mako no sign that we can discover and interpret. This 
is the natural inference from the dogmatic assumptions 
of many religious teachers. The only remaining alterna
tive is found in tho unwelcome conclusion that tRc inha
bitants of the invisible realm are indifferent to our wel
fare—that they do not come to instruct and strengthen 
us, because, alas ! they havo outlived the strong and 
tender sympathies of tho human heart. We are unable 
to conceive a more melancholy and repulsive idea of tho 
other life and world; but we are happy in the assuranco 
that all such views aro false in fact, and that they can 
have no place in tho rational mind. i

I f  spirit and matter co-exist and blend m tho grand 
economy of tho world; if  subtilo forces interpenetrate 
tho realm of material things, obviously the various pheno
mena which result from this intermingling of invisible 
principles with the elements of matter are not only 
natural, but they aro inevitable. I t  follows, therefore, 
that, in a normal condition of the world and man, spiritual 
phenomena, of an orderly character, aro most likely to 
occur. The old patriarchs, prophets, and philosophers 
—whose habits were comparatively simple and severely 
natural—were endowed with remarkable spiritual powers. 
Such peculiar gifts and tho phenomenal illustrations were 
in-wrought with tho Egyptian and Grecian mysteries. 
Indeed, many of the most illustrious names in the ancient 
history of the heathen world aro intimately associated 
with this subject. Pythagoras, Socrates, and Plato were

Seat lights to mankind, and perhaps wiser men than 
oses, Solomon, and St. Peter. And they were earnest 

believers, having the evidence necessary to conviction in 
the development of their own spiritual faculties. AVe 
must respoct the just claims of great and good men, 
whether wo find their names in the sacred canon, in pro
fane history, or the newspapers. The most significant 
facts may occur in the most obscure places. I t  addB

nothing to their intrinsic importance if they are wit
nessed in the palaces of kings; nor aro wo disposed to 
overlook the same when they transpire in the hovel and 
the manger. The truth is, spiritual phenomena depend 
on tho presence of God and his ministers in the natural 
world, and on the fitness of menJtf bo the receptacles of 
inspired ideas and of his spirit.

I t  is not ordinarily a diseased stato, either of body or 
mind, that renders one susceptible of spiritual influence. 
The divine afilatus sustains no possible relation to flatu
lence ; sweet and solemn prophecies never emanate from 
imbecility ; and the world's greatest revelators have not 
been lunatics. Moses, Lycurgus, and Solon were emi
nent among inspired lawgivers. Isaiah was a great pro
phet, who beheld from his sublime spiritual elevation tho 
final triumph of humanity, and tho universal reign of 
“ Peaco on Earth.” The fair youth of Samos, author of 
the Pythagorean philosophy, whom men called divine, 
was a wonderful seer as well as a profound philosopher. 
Socrates, the wisest and noblest of tho Athenians—hero, 
sage, and moralist, recoguizcd thc frequent presence of a 
spiritual adviser having a distinct personality. Mahomet, 
who speedily destroyed the idol worship of his country, 
and effected tho greatest revolution that has occurred 
since the foundation of tho Christian religion, was not 
only a military conqueror and visionary enthusiast-, but 
the founder of one of the principal religious systems of 
the world. Tho Swedish seer was the most learned and 
intellectual man of his time, and yet ho religiously affirms 
that he held uninterrupted intercourse with the Spirit- 
AVorld for nearly thirty years. I t  was a fair young 
Shepherdess—inspired by an angel or spirit, whom she 
believed to bo St. Michael—that discovered the sword of 
the old cavalior in a crypt of the Church of St. Catherine. 
Thus armed, spell-bound, and nerved by tho mysterious 
agent, the gentle girl led legions of France against her 
invaders, and the recreant King Charles V II. to his coro
nation at Rlicims. Tho “ Man of Destiny ” was victo
rious while ho followed his star, and only fell when con
quered at last by his own mad ambition.

The revelation that is clearest and most essentially 
divino is the truth of Spiritualism. “ God is a spirit,” 
and God mndo tho world, therefore tho Universe itself 
is one grand Spiritual manifestation. Hence, all visible 
phenomena proceed from invisible causes. Subtile forces, 
that eludo tho faculties of ordinary observation, produce 
stupendous changes in tho superficial aspects of tho 
world. Super-terrestrial beings have power to modify 
tho fundamental laws and the essential conditions- of 
human existence. Thus tho mysterious agents move in 
our midst, silently, but with irresistible energy. They 
never cease to operate, but they are seldom visible save . 
in tho results of tlieir action on matter and mind. In
tervening objects ofl'er no resistance, and thoy are neither 
limitod by time nor space. AVho can suppress “ the 
powors of tho air?” AVho can extinguish the light of 
the Spirit ? I t  kindles tho oloments, and earth and sky 
flame with ethereal mysterios. I t  breathes in the souls 
of unborn men, and they arc inspired from tho womb. It 
rouses the dormantonergieB of slumbering nations. The 
invisible powers touch the throne, and it crumbles away. 
Crown and scoptre ignite, and the chains of tho slavo are 
fused in the divine combustion. Thu earth quakes and 
swallows up old dynasties. New political and religious 
systems are inaugurated. A strong hand opons tho gate 
of glorious eras. Even ‘.‘-tho land of shadows ” becomes 
luminous, and in tho light of tho spirits’ presence “ death 
is swallowed up in victory!”

Spiritualism  seems to bo gaining rapid hold upon a 
largo number of our thinking folks in this neighborhood, 
what between lectures and circles, anent tho new philo
sophy, wo aro rapidly drifting into a now stato of 
spiritual belief. Mrs. Bamford, who has recently caused 
such a sensation in Melbourne, whilst in a trance state, 
has just completed an engagement at Pleasant Creek, 
where she ha-i eloquently addressed several mixed 
audiences, under spirit influence, to Bay tho least of the 
wholo phenomenon, it is most wonderful.
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