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I t  is  quite c le a r  b y  th e  s ty le  ad o p ted  b y  o u r  co rresp o n 
d en t “ T au  B e th ,”  th a t  h e  a lread y  con sid ers h im self  th e  
victor, a n d  n o t  o n ly  co n sid ers  h im self so, b u t boldly  
d eclares, like m an y  m o re  ad e p ts  a t  co n tro v e rsy , th a t  his 
propositions rem ain  u n to u ch e d  ; a n d  “  q u ietly  sm iles,”  
as he has i t ,  a t  th e  p u e rility  o f  th e  a rg u m e n ts  add uced  

by his a n tag o n is ts . T h is , w hile i t  is a  m o st facile  w ay  
o f  g e ttin g  o u t  o f  a  difficulty, a n d  g e n e ra lly  o f  claim ing  
th e  a ssen t o f  u n th in k in g  m inds, is n o t re fu tin g  a rg u 
m ents, n o r  does i t  “  g o  dow n”  so read ily  w ith  tlioso who 

aro in th e  h ab it o f  th in k in g  fo r  thom solvos.

I t  is  n o t o u r  in te n tio n  to  d eal con secu tively  w ith  his  
very elab orate  n u m b er o f  p a ra g ra p h s, w hich con sist m ostly  
o f assertion s u n su p p o rted  b y  proof, even from  h is ow n  
stan d ard  o f  a u th o rity , th o u g h  ce rta in ly  n o t ou rs, for ou r  
lim ited Bpnce d o es n o t  p erm it. H is  s ta te m e n t, th a t  all 
com m u nication w ith  th e  S p irit-w orld  is in te rd ic te d  in  
S crip tu re, will, w e th in k , p a le  b etöre  th e  follow ing  
passages, w hen re a d  w ith  th e ir  c o n te x t— V id e  I I  K in g s, 
x v ii.1 7 . E z e k ie l ,x ii . 2 4 ;  ch ap . xiii. 2 3 ;  ch ap , x x i .2 1 ,  & c.; 
with th a t  a lre a d y  n o to rio u s p assage, I  S am . xxviii. 3 , 9  ; 
for l e t  m e d raw  h is a tte n tio n  to  w h a t p erhap s has  

escaped his n o tice , viz., th a t  in  n e ith e r  o f  th ese  passages  
is S p irit C om m u nion in te rd ic te d , b u t fo r  th e  reaso n  th a t  
th e  Sp irits lied , (“  sp ok e lies,” )  a n d  in th e  la t te r  i t  w as  
Saul who had p u t  aw ay  th e  fam iliar Sp irits an d  th e  
wizards o u t  o f  th e  lan d , n o t God, w ho is  said  to  have  
becom o S au l’s enem y. P e rh a p s  b ecau se  h o did p u t th em  
away ! A g ain  in  v e rse  1 6 , i t  w asn o i because S au l sought 

th e  in te rco u rse  w ith  S am u el, t h a t  Sam uel reb u k ed  him, 
not because th e re  w as an y  divine com m an d proh ibitin g  
it , not because i t  w as w ro n g  t o  seek  ; b u t, “  because the 
L o r d  h a d  d ep a rted  f r o m  h im ."  T h is is  th e  reason  
assigned. F u r th e r , h e  w ill find th a t  th e  M edium

im m ed iately q u oted  S a u l, and not th e  L o rd , a s  th e  one  
who h ad prohibited it. A n d  see, by th e  prom ise m ade to  
th e  M edium , by S au l, th a t  i t  w as he, o r  how  cou ld  ho 
prom ise th a t  n o pu n ish m en t should follow.

“ T . B .”  will now find th a t  ho has om itted  som e m o st  
im p o rtan t p assages on th e  su b ject. B u t , fu rth er, if ho  
re fe rs  to  th e  A cts , ch ap . ii. 17 , lie .«-ill find th a t  we aro  to  
e x p e c t som ething analogue to  m odern Sp iritism  from  

w h at th e  ap o stle  P e te r  says : “ T h a t in th e  la s t  d ay s I  
w ill p o u r o u t m y sp irit upon all flesh, an d  y o u r  sons a n d  
y o u r  d au g h ters shall- prop hesy, and y o u r yo u n g  m en  
shall see  visions, & c.” T h is, w e th ink , m u st be a  g r o a t  
stum bling-block to  th o se  who say  B ev ela tio u  has ceased .

L e t  us now  glan ce  a t  th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f  “ T . B ’s .”  

assertio n , v i z : th a t  S p irit-co m m u n ion  is  in terd icted , 
unless G od ch oo se to  send Sp irits to  com m u nicate, w hen  
i t  is  j u s t  an d  r ig h t to  listen  to  th em . N o w  wo need  

only g o  back as  fa r  ns th e  b eginn in g o l Sp iritism  in  
A m erica  to  show th a t  S p irit Com m union w as n o t  so u g h t  
a f te r  by m an, b u t th a t  S p irits , in th e  first in stan ce , 
so u g h t and ob tain ed it . “ T h e  B o c h e s te r  K n o ck in g s,”  
a s  th e y  a r o  called , for exam p le, p roceed ed  from  th e  
a c tio n  o f  Sp irits who w ere d esirou s o f  com m u n icatin g  
w ith m a n ; an d  th is  is no solitary  in stan ce , as  ho will 
find i f  he gives him solf th e  tro u b le  to  read  th e  “  H isto ry  
o f  M o d ern  Spiritu alism  in A m erica , b y  M rs . E m m a  

H ard in g e ,” in w hich Sp irits have b een  th e  first to  sook, 
and o b tain  th e  opportunity-. T h ese in stan ces  th en , 
acco rd in g  to  his ow n show ing, ca n n o t be w ron g, fo r  i t  is 
n o t co n tra ry  to  S crip tu re  th e re fo re  i t  is  j u s t  an d  r ig h t  
to  listen  to  th em . F u r th e r  i t  w as b y  S p irit in stru ctio n  

. th a t c ircles  w ere  form ed, so as  to  fa cilita te  com m u nion  

th is  also  th e n  ca n n o t bo w ron g. H e  m ig h t say , “ b u t  
th e se  in stru ctio n s m ay have re fe rre d  on ly  to  th e  p ersons  
to  whom  th e y  w ore given, a n d  th a t  i t  w as n o t in ten d ed  
th a t  ev ery  one should s e e k ;”  g ra n tin g  so m uch, h o will 
also  g r a n t  th a t  tlioso in stru ctio n s, w h ich  ho says o x ist in  
S crip tu re , proh ibitin g it , m ay h av e  re fe rre d  only to  th o se  
to  whom  th e y  w ore spoken, a n d  th e re fo re  c a n  h av e  no  
w e ig h t w ith  us. B u t  th e re  is, in h is  stan d ard  a u th o rity , 
(D e u t. xviii. 2 2 ,)  a  c rite rio n  b y  w h ich  w e a r e  to  know  i t  
th e y  a r e  s e n t by th e  L o r d  o r  n o t, v i z : “  W h e n  a  p ro p h et  

speaking in th e  nam e o f  th e  L o rd , & c,”
F u r th e r , is “ T . B .” p re p a re d  to  s a y  th a t  th e se  Sp irits  

a re  not sent  in an sw er to  th e  p ra y e rs  w h ich  h av e  been  

ascen d in g  up to  G o d  in  a ll ag es , a n d  from  all lands fo r  
m o re ligh t, b ecau se  th o se  p ra y e rs  a r e  b ein g  an sw ered  in 
a  d ifferen t w ay to  w h a t h e  e x p e cte d  o r w ould p rescrib e  ?
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I s  he to  be th e  ju d g e  ns to  th e  m ode by which G od shal* 

w ork ?  W e  will leave th e  qu estion  for his consid eration . 
B u t  he. m ay still say, as  he has a lread y  said, th a t  h e  lias  

a  criterio n , by which d o  ju d g e  w h eth er th e y  a re  se n t by  

G o d  o r  no, for if 'th ey  teach  an o th er G ospel, o r  a t  least  
o n e  which differs from  his, th e y  a re  m ost assu red ly  n o t  
divinely sent. B u t  supposing n e ith e r we n o r th e  th in k 
in g  portion  o f  o u r  read ers  a r e  p rep ared  to  a c ce p t his 
ju d g m e n t on th is  point, b u t p refer  to  look a  little  fu rth er  
f o r  such testim on y as  shall be to  us satisfactory . 
W h ith e r  would he d ire c t e u r  a tten tio n  ? I f  he reco m 
m en d  e ith er th e  P ro te s ta n t, th e  R . C ath olic, o r  th e  
U n itarian  ch u rch es to  ou r n o tic e ; h e  wejl know s th a t  
th e se  differ from  each  oth er, as  w idely as  wo do from  
him , th ough p erhap s agreed , ag ain st us. Should a  
th in k in g, im partial m an be found to  d eterm in e th e  point 
w h at w ould be h is  dilem m a w hen to ld  b y “ T . B .” th a t  he 
“ w b b  bound to  read  S crip tu re  so th a t it shall n o t co n tra 
d ic t  i tse lf ! ” p articu larly  when he found so m any passages  
in it, w hich a re  d irectly  opposed to  each  o th er. T hese  
e .g . which have a lread y  been qu oted by “ T . B ,” and 
reco n ciled , by him , no doubt to h is en tire  satisfaction, 
th ou g h  w e m u st confess n o t to  ou rs, V ide  E x . xxxiii. I I ,  
G en . x xx ii. 3 0 ;  E x .  xxiv . 9 , 10 , 11. T h ese delare th a t  
G o d  has been seen by m an. N ow  re a d  th e  following, 
w hich positively a sse rt th a t  G o d  h as  n o t been seen a t  
a n y  tim e  b y  m an. J o h n , i. 18  ; T im . vi. 16 . N ow  both 
cannot be tru e . B u t  le t  m e draw  a tte n tio n  to  a  few  m ore  
w hich m ay have escap ed  his a tte n tio n — “ F o r  I  am  the  
L o r d  I  change not,"  M a tt . iii. 6 ;  “ W ith  whom is no 
variableness  n o r shadow o f  tu rn in g ,"  Ja m e s , i. 1 7  ; “ I  will 
not g o  back, & c.”  E z ck . xxiv. 1 4  • “ G o d  is  not a m an  th a t  
h e  should lie, & c ."  N u m b ers, xxiii. 1 9 ;  th e  above affirms 
G o d ’s un changeablen ess. N ow  read  th e  following  
p assag es, which d eclare  in  an  oqually au th o rativ e  m anner  
t h a t  he does ch an ge, and repent-. “ A n d  i t  rep en ted  th e  
L o r d  th a t  h e  h ad m ade m an, and g r iev ed  him a t  his 
h e a r t,” G en . vi. 6  ; “  G o d  rep en ted  o f th e  evil he h ad said  
h e  would do  and did i t  not,"  Jo n a h  iii. 1 0 ;  “ O u t o f  th e  
m o u th  o f  th e  M o st H ig h  p roceed eth  n o t  evil and good ? ”  
Sam . iii. 3 8 ;  “ T hu s saith  th e  L o rd , I  fram e evil a g a in st  
y o u , A c .” J e r .  xviii. 1 1 ;  “ I  m ake p eace  an d  I  c re a te  evil, 
I ,  th e  L o rd , do all th ese  th ings,”  Is . xlv . 7  ; “ Shall th ere  
be evil in  th e  city , and th e  L o rd  h ath  n o t  done i t  ? "  
A m os, iii. 6 ;  “ T herefo re I  g av e th em  m y s ta tu te s  th a t  
w ere  n o t good, & c.”  E zek , xx . 2 5 .  T h e  above a s se r t  th a t  
G o d  is th e  au th o r o f  evil. P le a se  to  re a d  th e  follow ing  
passages denying th a t  G o d  can  do evil. “ G o d  is n o t th e  
a u th o r  o f  confusion,”  I  C or. xiv. 8 3 ;  D e u t. xiii. 4 ;  
Isa . i. 1 3 . A gain , “ I  and m y fa th e r  a re  one  ”  “  M y 
F a th er  is g rea te r  th a n  I ,”  Jo h n , x . 3 0 ,  xiv . 2 8 .  
W e  w ould n o t have bored ou r read ers  w ith so  m an y  
releren ees (th ou gh  w e a re  p rep ared  w ith a  h u n d red  
m ore, i f  need ed, equ ally co n trad icto ry  in th em selv es) 
had i t  n o t been to  show th a t  i t  is  im possible to  re a d  th is  
book. ( F o r  which w e have th e  g re a te s t rev eren ce , and  

w hich w e believe w e a r e  h o n orin g  m ore by givin g t o  i t  
on ly  w h at is  i ts  j u s t  due, th a n  by dem anding fo r  i t  th a t  
w hich does n o t belong to  i t ; In fallib ility .) S o th a t  i t  
shall n o t co n tra d ic t itself. A n d  h en ce th a t  i t  ca n n o t be 
a n  infallible s tan d ard  o f  T ru th .

T h e re  is  only one m ore p assage  w hich seem s w o rth y  

o f  n o tce , th a t  is , th e  a lread y  qu oted one in Jo h n ,,iv . 1 .  
O n  th is  p o in t ou r corresp o n d en t m ost solem nly assu res  
us th a t  w e are m istaken . P erh ap s on e o f  th e  s tro n g est 
proofs th a t  cou ld  be prod u ced  in sup port o f  o u r  assertion  
th at the Apostle did m ean a  disembodied spirit, w hen he  
made use of the w ord, is, th a t  th e  sam e w ord is  used.

,w hen referrin g  to  disem bodied sp irits , in sev eral other 

passages,— V ide  I  P e te r , iii. 19  ; “ H e  w e n t a n d  preached  
u n to  th e  Spirits in prison,”  also  L u k e , xxiv . 3 7 ,  “ T h ey  
supposed th e y  had seen a  S p irit.”  T h is sq rely  will 
suffice to  satisfy any m ind op en to  re ce iv e  tru th , th a t  
i t  was disem bodied Sp irits, a n d  n o t  C h ristian  teaehers, 

th a t  th e  A p ostle spoke of.
W e  have arg u ed  th e  su b ject w ith “ T au  B e th ” on  his 

ow n grou nd, b u t w e en tire ly  d isag ree  w ith his prem ises, 

v iz : th e  Infallibility  o f  th e  B ib le . We co n sid er th a t  we 
have b rou gh t forw ard  s tro n g e r  evid en ce from  th e  Bible, 

in favor o f S p irit in te rco u rse , th an  h e  h as  from  th e  same 
sou rce  ag ain st it. W e  thank him fo r  his concluding  

advice and hopes, b u t feeling v e ry  co m fo rtab le  in the  
M œ lstorm  we have no d esire  to  g e t  o u t o f  it , a n d  as  each 
eddyiifg circle  brings us n e a re r  to  th e  v o rte x , xvo derive  
increased satisfactio n  in its  con tem p lation .

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S .

T h e  longings o f  th e  soul a re  endless. I t  crav es for 
know ledge like a  th irsty  c re a tu re  u n d er a  broilin g heat, 
and when on ce  i t  is satisfied for a  tim e, i t  p u ts  fo rth  its 
love like th e  p erfu m e o f  a  beau tifu l flow er, th ou g h  it  
does n o t rem ain lo n g  in a  s ta te  o f  qu ietu de, fo r  n o  sooner 
is i t  repleted th an  it  em pties itself  by diffusing th e  know
ledge xvhich i t  has gained w ith i ts  influence up on all who 
com e w ithin its  sph ere. H o w  deligh tful is th e  w ork of 
th e  asp irin g so u l; full o f  lo ve to  a ll its  b re th re n  bearin g  
th e  divine im age o f  th e  C re a to r . I t  sees w isdom  dis
played in every  v a rie ty  o f  form  and tr u th , keep in g the  
en tra n ce  to  u n en u m erated  lab o rato ries  o f  H is  expressed  
th ought.

A ll form s in n a tu re  a r e  b u t th e  divinely expressed  
th ou g h ts o f  deity ; in th em  y o u  behold th e  w ork ing of 
th e  divine law  o f  lo ve com prehend ed in a ll. L e t  yo u r  
th ou g h ts flow upw ard and ou tw ard . F e a r  n o t  to  soar 
upon th e  w h ite  pinions o f  tru th  and kn ow ledge, f o r  th e  
A lm ighty F a th e r  h as  n o t s e t  bounds to  th e  aw akened  
sp irit and holy in tellect. A ll is  b efo re  y o u  to  g a th e r  a 
know ledge o f  him self from , an d  w hen ob tain ed  to  b e  p u t  
to  good use, n o t to  be hid aw ay from  th e  view  o f  th ose  
less, o r lo w er, in th e  social scale , b u t exp ressed  in every  
a c t  o f  life— b o th  on e a r th , and in th e  sp h eres o f  th e  
second s ta te  o f existen ce.

H o l t  and tr u e , j u s t  an d  good, a re  th e  law s w h ich  regu 
la te  th e  sp irit o f  m an. H o w  fa in t th e  im pression  
m ade upon m an  by th e  ju stice  o f his F a th e r . H e  p er
ceives very  dim ly indeed th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  m echanism  
o f  his ow n body— th e  variou s and diversified actio n  of 
th e  m uscles, bones, and n erves. H o w  d elica te ly  e a ch  is 
con n ected , and how dep en d en t o n e  p a r t  js  u p o n  th e  
o th e r  ; how harm onious is  th e ir  u n ited  actio n  w hen all are  
in good condition. T h e  m ind and sou l a re  conn ected  
indissolubly, th erefore o n e is th e  exp ression , so to  speak, 
o f th e  o th er, and all u n ited  by law s th a t  ca n n o t a lte r. 
H ow  beau tiful to  lo ok  up on  an  h arm onious individual ; 
b u t, alas ! th e re  a re  few , v e ry  few  so, w hile in  th e  bpdy- 
T h eir sins, o r  th e  e rro rs  o f  th e ir  an cesto rs , h av e  le ft the  
stain  up on th e ir  m oral n a tu re  th a t  a  lifetim e o f  maUy 
cen tu ries  can n o t ou tgrow . T h is is  th e  w o rk  o f  rég én é
ra tio n , th a t  brings th e  p u re r  o u t o f  th e  im p u re, th e  
giving o f  sig h t to  th e  blind, and healing th e  sick  in  soul. 
This is th e  w ork  o f  angels, lead ing th e  blind in to  th e  
p u re  lig h t o f  th e  S p irit, th a t  th ey  m ay  g ro w  in  th e  beau
ties  o f  th e  C re a to r , lavished arou n d  and w ith in  th em , 
for th e re  a re  a ttrib u te s  o f  th e  F a t h e r  dw elling in  m an  
which, w hen rig h tly  consid ered  a n d  developed, shed a  
lu stro u s  b eau ty  upon his life, and w hich m ak e him  like  
a  g o d  in  m in iatu re ; h u t how  d isastrou s to  m an is  th e  
allow ing his passions to  have th e  ascen d en cy , filling up  
th e  cup o f  b ittern ess th a t  all m u st d rin k  o f  b efo re  th e y  
a re  fitted to  en joy  th e  higher life o f  th e  sp irit. T h e re  is  
a  tim e allo tted  to  all w hen th e ir  deeds o f  evil sh all be 
ta k e n  aw ay, an d  th e  rem em b ran ce o f  th em  b lo tte d  o p t 
o f th e ir  m em ory, b u t a ll th ro u gh  th e  p.ower o f  th e  D ivine  
S p irit, in his n atu re , apd ,the hèlp o f  th o se  who love him  
— who a r e  co n stan tlv  aiding in  his pu rification .
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J M r g .

«  A s  o n e  who h ears  th ro u g h  tra ck le ss  woods 
W lie re  he h as  lo s t  h is w ay, th e  village choir  
Singing h o san n as, an d  b y  th o se  sw eet tones  
I s  guided w h ere  th e  co n g reg atio n  bow  
In  w orship, I  w as led  from  n ig h t’s  dim th ra ll ."
T he S p irit P o llo k  said, “ to  lo ve find p eace  
A nd harm ony, I  le f t th e  lo w er e a r th ,

T hinking m ankind born rep ro b ate , sin -cu rsed ,
B lack  as  p erd itio n , from  th e  m o th er’s  w om b ;
Tho g r e a te r  p a r t  doom ed to  a n  end less h e l l :

B u t  w oke to  find th a t  m ercy  lives  
A n d  re ig n s  om nipotent w h erev er G od  
H a th  m ade a n  e a r th ly  footsto ol fo r  h is  th ro n e .”  
W h e re v e r su n s b laze on  th e  stoops o f  day,
O r S p irit-sp h eres th e ir  sp ira l r in g s  unfold—
B lack  T e rr o r  m ad e m y  e a r th ly  life a  dream  
O f ju d g m en t and p erd itio n — now  b e tte r  ta u g h t, I  sing  
O f faith  and hope, a n d  jo y  an d  poace  
A n d  loving k ind ness infinite from  G od.

Flow in g to  every  sou l on  ev ery  w orld  
In  tho w ide u n iverse H is  w ord  h a th  m ade.

L y r i c  o f  the G olden A g e .

SFo (¡forrqajjondenk
Communications f o r .  in sertio n  i n  th is  J o u r n a l  should  he

p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

A  T R A N C E  M E D I U M .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sin,— I  prop ose to  g ive a  b r ie f  n a rra tiv e  o f  w h at o c 
curred  a t  a  re ce n t S p iritu al sean ce , a tte n d e d  by a b o u t a  
dozen persons, in clu d in g  m yself. F o r  th e  firs t tim e  I  
was enabled to  w itn ess som e o f  th e  p h enom en a o f  S p irit
ualism , as  developed th ro u g h  a  “  speak ing m ediu m ,” and  
now re co rd  m y  ob servation s to  in te re s t th o  cu rio u s a n d  
to  stim ulate  th e  scep tics . D r . Jo h n so n  says, “ Scien ce, 
though p erhap s th e  n u rse lin g  o f  I n te r e s t , w as th e  dau gh
te r  o f C u riosity  ; fo r  w ho c a n  believe th a t  th e y  w ho first 
w atched th e  cou rse  o f  th e  s ta rs  foresaw  th e  use o f  th e ir  
discoveries to  th e  facilita tio n  o f  co m m erce  o r  th e  m ea
surem en t o f  tim e . T h e re  a re , indeed, m en  w ho ap p ear  
satisfied w ith th e ir  in te lle ctu a l possession s, an d  soem  
to  live w ith o u t d esire  o f  en larg in g  th e ir  con cep tion s, 
before whom  th e  w orld  p asses w ith o u t n o tice , and  
who a re  eq u ally  unm oved b y  n a tu re  o r  a r t .”  A . J .  
D avis w r ite s :— “ S cep ticism  is , I  th in k , th e  liandm aidjpf  
T ru th . H o n e s t d o u lit is  th e  p re cu rso r o f  in q u iry ; to» 
quiry lead s to  evid en ce ; ev id en ce is  th e  foun dation  o f  
know ledge. T h e n  fe a r  n o t, y e  scep tics— d o u b t o n !”

T o ro tu rn  t o  th e  sean ce . T h e  m edium  w as a  lad y  in  
private so ciety , w ho I  u n d erstan d  t o  h av e  grad u ally  

.®J®l°ped w ithin a  few  y e a rs  t o  th is  co n d itio n  o f  su scep 
tibility  to  sp iritu al co n tro l. A  b r ie f  in v o catio n  com 
m enced th e  p ro ceed in g s, a n d  th e  m ediu m  a t  on ce  becam e  
evidently an im ated  b y  th e  u n seen  in fluence. H e r  eves  
closed, and a  s tra n g e  n ew  exp ression  s to le  o v er h e r  fea- 
tuJ‘esi a  refin ed a n d  e x a lte d  lo ok , w hich .v aried  from  a  
calm , soft, r a p tu re  to  a n  ap p e a ra n ce  o f  in te n se  in te llec
tu al th ou gh tfu ln ess. T h e  ch a ra c te r  o f  th is  ch an g e; o r  
transfigu ration , a s  i t  m ay  b e  te rm e d , ap p ears to  vary  
m uch w ith th e  n a tu re  o r  con tro llin g  p o ten cy  o f  th e  
op erating sp irit. T h e  co n tro llin g  sp irit in  th is  in stan ce  
announced him self, i n  a  deep im p ressive voice, as  th e  
m agn etizer E llio tso n . B e in g  req u ested  to  p u t  an y  ques
tion  to  ttie  sp irit, e ith e r  o ra lly  o r  m en tally , th e  m edium  
announced in th e  sam e to n e , “ th o u  m ayeBt ask  and it  
? ay  o c  th a t  th y  q u estion s w ill b e  answ ered .” I  th ere -  
« , .  ,  add ress a  n u m b er o f  qu estion s m en tally , som e

which w ere  rep lied  to  in  solem n a n d  elo q u en t w ords  
ot cou n sel a n d  co m fo rt, b u t  w ith o u t a n y  clo se  pertinou co ,

as  i t  appeared , to  th e  question. T h is m igh t h av e  resu lted  
from  (lie rapidity w ith which th o u g h ts  aro se  and c o n 
fused each  o th e r, an d  a  difficulty on  m y p a r t  o f  m en tal 
co n cen tratio n . B u t, ce rta in ly — and I  feel i t  to  be as  
ce rta in  as  tho evidoneo o f  m y reasonin g and reco llectio n  
can m ake i t— th e  questions I  ad d ressed  in th is  m an n er  
w ith th e  m ost e a rn e st distinctness, w ere re p lie d  to  a lm o st  
as  sw iftly as th e  idea took form  w ithin m e. I  am  su re  
th a t  I  nev er opened m y lips, and th a t noth in g had  
escaped to  give a c lu e  to  m y th o u g h ts ; a n d  w h at ap -

Eeared  very  rem arkab le was th a t  as  I  w as, in a n atu rally  
abitual m anner, m entally  fram ing th e  qu estion  in to  

w o rd s,th e  m edium 's fa ce  lit up w ith a tte n tio n  and nodded  
rapid ly in to k en  o f  reco gn izin g  th e  desire th a t stru gg led  
w ithin m e. O f  cou rse , to  th e  scep tical m ind q u estion s  
answ ered w ith m erely  y es o r  n o m igh t bo supposed to  be 
m e t with a  hap hazard  response. B u t, in m y case , s tra n g e  
to  relate , tw o rep lies so conveyed im pressed m e as  m uch  
as  o th ers  o f  a  m ore prolonged and p a rticu la r  ord er. I  
m en tally  ask ed  th a t  th e  con tro llin g  sp irit w ould give m e  
som e sign o r  physical m an ifestatio n  o f  su p ern atu ral pow er 
(th in k in g  o f  lig h ts  and sounds th a t a re  often  observed  
in sp irit c ircle s ,) and th e  m edium ’s  head d rew  back and  
an exp ression  o f  lo fty  in dignation, o r  a t  any ra te  reproof, 
passed a cro ss  h e r  fea tu res  as  she u tte re d  in to n o  th a t  
s ta r tle d  all p re se n t th e  sonorous m onosyllable “ N o !”  
A n o th e r  qu estion  w as also  so answ ered, an d  in w h at I  
perceived o r  im agined to  be an  equally rep rovin g to n e . 
I t  re ferred  to  one fa r  aw ay, and w ould be profitless to  
rep eat. B u t  I  quickly f e lt  th a t  m y enquiry had been  
conceived in a  selfish, un w orth y spirit, a n d  acce p te d  as  
a  reb u k e th o  refusal to  give th e  in form ation sought. 
T h en  a  com m u nication  w as w hispered in to  m y e a r , o f  
w hich I  can  on ly  reca ll th e  g en eral te n o r, as  from  a  deep- 
to n ed  m ale voice, w hich seem ed to  rev erb era te  th rou gh  
th o  roo m , and to  be as  u tte rly  u n lik e th e  n o rm al voico o f  
th e  m edium  o r  an y  cap ab le  m odification o f i t  as  I  c a n  
well im agin e. A  g en tlem an  p re se n t th en , m en tally , 
ad d ressed  a  question to  th e  S p irit, and received  in sta n tly  
a  full, c lear , and in te llig en t rep ly  w hich wo all heard , a n d  
cou ld  ap p recia te  w hen h e  s ta te d  th e  enq uiry  ho h ad  
m ade. T h e  sam e p erson  th e n  silen tly  exp ressed  a  w ish  
to  have a  m essage from  th e  sp irit o f  h is  d eceased  wife, 
atid  a  lo n g  low  ad d ress in a  so ft fem ale voice w as ended  
b y a  son g  o f  exceed in g  sw eetn ess, which, w ith th o  w ords  
o f affection  p reced in g  it , deeply m oved th e  gen tlem an  
re fe rre d  to . H e  afterw ard s said, how ever, th a t  ho r e 
cogn ised  n o  fam iliar voice, such as  is s ta te d  to  be th o  ca se  
w h en  th e  con tro llin g  sp irit ta k e s  m o re  com p lete  posses
sion o f  th e  organ izatio n  o f  th e  m ediu m . O th er m em bers  
p f  th o  circlo  w ere  in vited  to  question tho sp irit, an d  did  
so w ith v ario u s re su lts . A t  tim os th e  m edium  Boomed 
exclu siv ely  u n d er th e  influence o f  th e  ru lin g  sp irit E llio t
son, w hile an o n  a  s tra n g e  disjointed u tte ra n ce  o f  a

5lead in g  voice issued from  m edium ’s lips as  from  a  sp irit 
esirin g to  em ploy h e r  as  a  m essen g er o f  kind w ord s to  

som e on e p resen t. T o th is  th e  ru lin g  sp irit rem o n strated  
in  c le a r  audible te rm s  intelligib le to  a ll p re se n t, a n d  gave  
reaso n s w h y i t  cou ld  n o t b e  p e rm itte d  ; am o n g  o th ers, 
th a t  th e  valuo o f  th e  m edium ’s in stru m en ta lity  fo r  the. 
sp read in g  o f  t r u t h  w ould be lessen ed  if  su b m itted  to  th e  
d istu rb in g  influence o f  a  S p irit insufficiently p rog ressed . 
A  gen tlem an  desired  a  com m u n ication  from  a  d ep arted  
relativ e. T h e  m edium  a t  on ce  re a d  in  him  a n  unbeliev
in g  condition, in w h ich  view  h e  ap p eared  to  acq u iesce. 
A  stran g e  voice, how ever, claim ed  th ro u g h  h e r  to  ad d ress  
him  as  one his m ale k ind red , and ap p eared  to  speak w ith  
anxious effort, a n d  to  feel d istress a t  n o t  b ein g  ab le  to  
reca ll to  th e  m ind o f  th e  q u estion er in cid en ts in  th e  
sp irit’s earth ly  ca re e r . T h e  m edium  w as ask ed  th e  
n am e, b u t  evidenced g r e a t  difficulty in  u tte r in g  it , and  
th e n  did so w ith h esitatio n . T h e  g en tlem an  sta to d  th a t  
he did n o t  reco gn ise  th e  n am e. T h e  sp ir it p ictu red  
in cid en ts in  i ts  life ’s ca re e r , m en tion in g  “ th e  tim e  w hen  
E n g lan d  w arred  w ith Spain,”  b u t, failin g to  d isco v er an y  
reco g n itio n  in  th e  qu estion er’s th o u g h t, ap p eared  ch a
g rin e d  a n d  e arn estly  req u ested  him  to  m ak e  en q u iry  
am on g his fam ily  as  to  th e  in cid en ts re fe rre d  to .  A  
lad y  and gon tlem an  w ere  n e x t  sev era lly  ad d ressed  b y  
sp irit influences actin g  th ro u g h  th e  m ediu m , an d  in  a  
m an n er th a t  seem ed to  a ssu re  th em  th a t  th e y  w ere  
com m u nin g w ith th oso th e y  h ad  lo ved  a n d  lo st , and on  a  
seco n d  occasion  th e  m odium  g a v e  u tte ra n c e  t o  sw eetest
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BtrairiH o f  m elody and in a  m anner o f ferven tly  affection
ate feeling.

T h ere  is  nothing rem arkab le to  S p iritu alistic  know- 
lodge in th is n a rra tiv e  o f  w hat tran sp ired  a t  th e  seance  
re fe rre d  t o ;  b u t, as  a  th ou g h tfu l and anxious inquirer, 
an d  one desirou s to  co llate  and com p are individual ex 
p erien ces , l  offer i t  for publication. T o  a  certain  e x ten t  
th e  a cco u n t can he verified by those p resen t w ith the  
w rite r  a t  th e  seance. T h e  evidence o f th e  reality  o f  
sp iritu al phenom ena th a t p resen ted  itself  to  individuals 
can  only be known in its actu al force to  those individuals 
sev erally . 1 know  w h at w ere m y u n u ttered  thoughts, 
a n d  1 know  th a t th ose th ou g h ts w ere c le a rly  re a d  by an  
in h ab itan t o f  th e  spiritual w orld. I  fe lt, m oreover, th a t  
th e  words w hispered in m y e a r  w ere w ords o f tru th  and  
k in d n ess—and words th a t, i t  seem ed given m e by in
tu itio n  to  understand, w ere w ords o f  wisdom and w eighty  
im port.

C olerid ge quotes from  an  old w rite r :— “ I  ju d g e  i t  ten  
tim es m o re  honorable for a single person, in w itnessing  
tr u th , to  oppose th e  whole w orld, in its power, wisdom  
an d  a u th o rity , th a n  lighting m any b attles, and b y force  
o f  arm s gainin g th em  all.”  I t  m ay be th a t for tw enty  
m en th a t  w e will meet, who a re  scoffers a t  Spiritualism  
th e re  will be found b u t one disposed to read, reflect and  
in qu ire fo r  himself. S p iritu alists w ar n o t for v icto ry ’s 
sake— th e y  b attle  for tn e  vindication o f  tru th .

I t  is  said, th e re  is a  continu ed antagonism  betw een  
faith  and d o u b t; and th e  ju s t  rcaso n er stands as  a  
m ed iator betw een th e  tw o. M an  can n o t disbelieve nor 
believe w ith o u t evidence  to  prod uce one decision o r  the  
o th e r. T h e  m ere  exp ression  o f  belief o r  disbelief has no  
m ean in g  unless i t  is determ ined by a  sufficient and 
reasonable am o u n t o f evidence— in tern al conscious eyi- 
d en ce. A ll p ersons o f  fa ir  cap acity  and in telligen ce are  
enabled to  ju d g e  o f  th e  tru th  o r  e rro r  o f  Spiritualism  if  
th e y  will exam in e its  phenom ena in a m ood o f free  and 
u n restricted  enquiry— if  th e y  will rise  from  th e  in tellect
ual degrad ation o f  enslaved th ou g h t. I t  has been som e
w h ere w ritten , u n d er sp irit influence, th a t :— 1“ C hurch  
a n d  State a rc  two thieves, between whom T ru th  is  daily 
cru cified ."  Superstition  and sectarian  in to leran ce ; bigo
t r y  and despotism  have o’ercloud ed th e  w orld w ith a  
m an tle  o f  m isery, and fouled and darkened th e  atm os
p h ere o f  ligh t and lib erty  th a t m an was con stitu ted  to  
inspire and p rog ress in. T he opposition o f  th e  p riest is 
intelligible enough ; n o on e w as surprised a t  th e  an g ry  
a n d  vehem ent p rotestation s ag ain st th e  dis-establishm ent 
o f  th e  Irish  C hu rch . B u t  th e  antagonism  o f  pom pous 
m en o f  scien ce is  based on prid e— th e  sordid van ity  of 
th o  discom fited schoolm en. O ne a f te r  an o th er, they" tell 
us, “ Spiritual phenom ena a re  n o t recon cilab le  to  the  
known laws o f  scien ce .” W h a t did th o  scientific P ro 
fessors o f  fifty y e a rs  ag o  th in k  o f  gird lin g th e  e a rth  in 
fo rtv  m in u tes?  T hose vain p reten d ers a re  stultified o u t 
o f  th e ir  ow n m ouths. T h ey  can im agine no p ro g ress, no 
new  lig h t; and r e s t  con ten t w ith th e  m axim s o f  th e ir  
shallow  experien ce. W h a t  says th e  sp irit o f  P ollok  (o r  
th o  m edium  claim ing to  be so in sp ired )?

“ Suppose no man had ever slept and dreamed,
And one should rise among liis fellow men,
Able to pass into that mystic realm 
Of outward slumber and interior sight;
Men comprehend things by experience,
And, since his differed from the world around,
No other man knowing the state of sleep,
He would be styled a liar and a knave,
Chained in a mad-house, tom by human wolves,
Doomed by the church, and exiled by mankind.”

A n d  so, th ese  pinchbeck philosophers, light ly lacq u ered  
w ith the.know ledgo o f  th e  te x tb o o k s , will believe in no
th in g  th a t  does n o t acco rd  w ith th e  “ established laws o f  
n a tu re ,"  a n d  in n othing th a t  h as n o t o ccu rred  to  th eir  
in d iv id u a l exp erien ce . W h a t  can th e y  know  o f  N a tu re ’s 
law s, beyond th e  m easu re o f  th e ir  p resen t possession o f  a  
kn ow ledge w hich has been advancing sin ce  c re a tio n ?  
W h a t  is  m e a n t bv individual, o r  personal exp erien ce  being  
th e  te s t  o f  belief. N o  m an, i t  has been ju s tly  argu ed , 
co u ld  be au th orized  on  th is  principle to  o x p e ct h is own 
d eath . Su ch exp erien ce  inform s him, d irectly , only th a t  
others  have died. T h e  know ledge derived from  exp erien ce  
is  b u t o f  m axim al d eg ree . C olerid ge illu strates  th e  dis
tin c tio n  b etw een  a  p rin cip le  and a  m axim , b y  supposing  
A d am  in th e  gard en , seeing th e  sun s e t  fo r  th e  first tim e,

and being filled w ith dism ay th a t  ho m ig h t n ev er see it 
again. T h e  n e x t  m orn in g his h o p e w as stren gth en ed , 
and day afte r  day still m ore so. B u t  a t  th e  end o f  hun
dreds o f  y ears  i t  w as still b u t a  hope so  s tro n g  as  to  pre
clude a n x ie ty ; w hereas a prin ciple is  an  e te rn a l tru th , a t  
on ce  perceived to  be such, in dep endan t o f  an y  experience, 
as, fo r  in stan ce, th a t tw o sides o f  a tr ia n g le  a re  to g eth er  
g re a te r  th an  th e  th ird . K n o w led g e w as n ecessary  to  
m an long before ho could have gain ed  e xp erien ce , o r he 
m ig h t have w alked upon a  sm ooth  sh e e t o f  w a te r  and  
been drow ned before exp erien cin g  its  in cap acity  to  
su stain  him.

“ W h y , com m on sen se te lls  m e,” is a  favorite  w ay of 
com m encing a  cond em n ation  o f  th e  fa cts  o f  Spiritualism . 
Com mon sense, alone, to ld  th e  sages o f fo rm er tim es th at  
tlie earth  could n o t be round, sin ce  m en  cou ld  n o t stand  
w ith th e ir  heads dow nw ards. E x p e rie n ce  assu red  tho  
king o f  A sliantco th a t  w ater cou ld  n o t b ecom e solid. 
Com m on sense and exp erien ce  to g e th e r, con v in ced  tho  
P o p e and C ard in als o f  th e  folly o f  supposing th a t  our 
w orld w en t roun d th e  sun. S oun d reaso n in g  on 
experien ce is th e  road  to  tru th .

T h ere  a re  happily in th e  w orld h o sts  o f  frefe, brave- 
h earted  m en o f  high scientific a tta in m e n ts , m en un
shackled by “ th e  cru el sp irit o f  fear,” who have reasoned  
upon th e  evidence o f  Spiritu alism , a n d  believe in its  
exalted  beneficence and im m u tab le tr u th . F ro m  the  
teach in gs and exam ples o f  th ese  w e hope m uch.

W h a t profits it , som e will ask , th is  kn ow ledge ( i f  i t  
be su ch ) o f co n stan t spiritual p resen ce  a n d  com m u nica
tion  ? Y o u r  co n trib u to r “ N u m b er N ip ,”  d eals w ell with  
th is question in y o u r la s t  issue, an d  I  h av e  n o t  sp ace to  
say m o re  th e rca n e n t a t  p resen t. I n  th e  sam e p ap er I  
see also  a n  epitom e o f a  le c tu re  by th e  R e v . J .  C. Sym ons, 
who seem s gen erally  tim orou s o f a cco rd in g  h is b elief in 
Spiritualism , b u t d iscou rses w ith  can d o u r, and concludes  
v e ry  p ru d en tly  w ith cau tion in g  a g a in s t it . T h ere  ap
licara, m oreover, a  con tin u atio n  o f  th o  le tte rs  o f  T au  
B eth , in  which I  fail, am id st m u ch  tu rm o il o f  w o rd s and  
w andering assertion , to  discover an y  a rg u m e n t o f  w eight. 
I  will, how ever, re fe r  to  th e  follow ing se n te n ce  in his 
l a s t :—

“ You think that “ good Spirit and angel are synonymous.” 
Granted ; hut the prohibition of Scripture makes no distinction 
between Spirits whatever; it simply forbids our approaching 
them at all except in the person of Uod, or of the messengers ho 
has directly commissioned.”

T au  B e th  should know  th a t,th e  w ord  tra n sla te d  angel 
in th e  Bible is assorted  b y  H eb rew  sch o lars to  signify 
m essenger.

I  rem ain , S ir, Y o u r s  tru ly ,
C O L O N U S .

W H O S E  D U T Y  I S  I T  T O  I N V E S T I G A T E  
S P I R I T I S M  ?

TO THE EllITOU OF T1IE IIAHMNGER OF 1,1 OUT.
.  D e a r  S ir ,— I t  is, and lo n g  h as been, a  m o st m arvel

lous th in g  to  m e, th a t  a lm o st a ll o u r  c le rg y  sh rin k  from  
th e  in vestigation  o f  Spiritism  ; can  y o u  in form  m e w hy  
i t  is  so ? S u rely  th e re  m u st b e  som e reaso n  fo r  it . W  e 
h e a r o f  investigation s in every  d ep artm en t o f  life, b u t  
from  am ong th o  ran k s o f th e  clerg y . T ru e  w e som e
tim es h e a r a  voice from  am on g th em , b u t i t  is  e ith e r  to  
denounce, o r  as  a  cau tion , o r  else i t  gives fo rth  a  m ost  
u n certain  sound. N ow , S ir, I  am  fo rced  to  th e  co n clu 
sion th a t  th e y  have i t  in th e ir  pow er, i f  i t  b e  a n  error, 
to  cru sh  i t  ou t, or, if  i t  be a  tr u th , a n d  in  acco rd a n ce  
w ith th e  divine will, to  ad v ocate  an d  spread  i t  fa r  and  
n ear. F u rth e r , I  m ain tain  th a t  i t  is  th e ir  duty  to  inves
tig a te , for should  i t  be a n  e rro r , a n d  th e y  fail th ro u g h  
indolence o r  n e g le ct to  a c t  th e  p a r t  o f  w atch m en , th e n  
th e  blood o f  th o se  who a r e  led  a s tra y  w ill su rely  be re 
qu ired  a t  th e ir  hands, b ecau se  th e y  have n o t  p la ce d  th em 
selves in a  p o sitio n  to  den ou nce it. I  say  p laced  th em 
selves in a  position to  den ou n ce it , by  w h ich  I  m ean  th a t  
un less th e y  in vestig ate , th e y  a re  n o t  in th e  p osition  to  
ad v o cate  o r  den ou nce. F o r  th e  public, w hose te a ch e rs  
th e y  profess to  be, will n o t  a c ce p t ig n o ran t d en un cia
tions. T h e y  will n o t b e  satisfied  w ith m e re ly  a  denial, 
th e y  m u st have proofs t o  su b stan tiate  w h a t th e y  sa y , o r  
i t  w ill h av e  th e  rev erse  o f  th e  end s o u g h t;  on  tn e  o th e r
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liaml, should Spiritism  be o f  G od , a n d  th e  g re a t ag en cy  
em ployed by H im  to  lilt  th e  veil o f  ig n o ran ce  from th e  
minds o f  people, an d  b rin g  th em  n earer  to  him self. H ow  
grossly a re  th e y  n eg lectin g  tl ie ir  d u ty .

I  am , S ir, y o u rs  resp ectfu lly ,
I o t a .

— 1------o ------------

C L E R I C A L  I N D I F F E R E N C E .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HA.niII.NOER OF LIGHT.

D e a r  S ir ,— 1 am  rea lly  a t  a  loss to  u n d erstan d  the  
p resen t position o f  ou r re lig io u s teach ers . T o  m e it is 
quite in exp licab le  ; c a n  you en ligh ten  m e ?  N o t long  
ago, w e h ad th e  D ean  o f  M elb o u rn e  le c tu rin g  ag ain st  
S p iritism ; very  w isely , h o w ever, ad m ittin g  th e  pheno
m ena, b u t m ost illogically  a ttrib u tin g  i t  to  th e  ag en cy  o f  
his S atan ic  m ajesty . T o u r  co rresp o n d en t, “ T a u  B eth ,” 
to o , has been try in g  to  s e t  us all r ig h t, by show ing, in 
his m ost un philosophical w ay , th a t  Sp iritism  ca n n o t bo 
adm issable, becau se th e  B ib le  (a cco rd in g  to  his read in g) 
denounces it . B u t  I  w ould like him  to  point o u t some, 
thing th a t is not ad v o cated  in th e  Bible, and afterw ard s  
con trad icted . N ow , in y o u r la s t issue, w e h av e  a n o th er  
cham pion in th e  field, w ho alsq  ta k e s  u p  a m ost u n ten 
able p osition , for he n o t  on ly  ad m its th e  p h enom en a, and  
declares i t  to  bo q u ite  in a cco rd a n ce  w ith S crip tu re  
teach in gs (an d  I  su p p ose his g r e a t  le a d e r, W e s le y ) ,  o r  
a t  leas t, ad m its n o th in g  is said a g a in s t such th in g s in 
th em . B u t, a f te r  a ll, he d eclares  th a t  it w ould be m uch  
b etter th a t  all should leave i t  alone, an d  n o t h av e  an y 
thing to  do w ith th e  m a tte r . O n  w h at g rou n d s, L am  
at a  loss to  divine, u n less h e  is afraid  th a t  i t  will adm it 
too m uch ligh t to  the. m inds o f  th e  in vestig ators to  allow  
thorn any lo n g er to  be led  by th e  nose, as  th e y  have been  
so long. S h ou ld  th is b e  his reaso n , th e n  I  m u st say, 
“ W e ll done, g o o d  audd'aithful s e r v a n t!” I f  he h as  any  
o th er g o o d  reaso n  I  th id k  he o u g h t to  h av e  s ta te d  it , and  
n o t le f t u s  to  g ro p e  m  'tjie  d ark  re sp ectin g  S .  H is  
refusal to  discu ss th e  q u e s tm o th r o u g h  th e  colu m n s o f  
his ( ? )  p ap er, show s th a t  he tliiiiks^his p osition  is n o t a  
very  se cu re  one, o r  h e  w ould n e v e r  h e s ita te  to  open  
them , to  discu ss w h at is  now  b ecom in g th e  g r e a t  ques
tion o f  th e  d ay , m o re  p a rticu la rly  as  th e  d iscovery o f  
tru th  should e v er b e  th e  g r e a t  o b ject so u g h t a f t e r ; and  
if Sniritism  is a  tr u th , th e n , I  say , spread  i t  from  shore  
to  shore, fo r  i t  is  th e  g lo rio u s G osp el w hich J e s u s  and  
his ap o stles ta u g h t, b u t  w h ich  has since b een  hidden  
un der a  bu shel, b u t is  n o w  shedding i ts  lig h t abroad. 
Sp iritism  n e v e r  refu ses in vestig ation  n ay  in vites it, know 
ing th a t  i t  “ stan d s up on  a  ro ck ,”  and th a t  a ll th e  sto rm s  
th a t m ay b e a t upon i t  c a n n o t o v erth ro w  it.

I  can  on ly  ch a ra cte rise  th e ir  position w ith re g a rd  to  
this m ovem en t ns b ein g  on  a p a r  w ith th a t  w h ich  th e  
religious te a ch e rs  have alw ays tak en  w ith  referen ce  to  
every prog ressive m ovem ent.

I  am , d e a r S ir, y o u rs  tru ly ,
. ^ _____  V E R U S .

H A S  S P I R I T U A L I S M  D I V I N E  S A N C T I O N ?

(iConclusion) .

3 . B u t  y o u  s a y  “ n o m an  h ath  sco n  G o d  a t  an y  tim e .” 
I  suppose you w ould in fer from  th is  th a t  M oses did n o t  
see G od iq  th e  b u rn in g  bush, a n d  th a t, in  fa ct , i t  was 
n o t G o d  a t  an y  tim e  whom  th e  nu eieu t seers  com m uned  
w ith, b u t good a n d  “ p rog ressed  S p irits ,” like th o se  who 
now m e e t y o u  in  c ircle . I f  th is  be y o u r  in feren ce, i t  is 
a  false o n e ; b ecau se  w e a r e  bound to  read  S crip tu re  so 
th a t i t  shall n o t  c o n tra d ic t itself. W e  m u st th erefore  
a cce p t th e  s ta te m e n t o f  G o d ’s invisibility in th e  only  
sense .in w hich i t  c a n  b e  tr u e  and a c co rd a n t w ith th e  
whole c o n te x t. I t  is  q u ite  tr u e  th e n  th a t, in th e  s tr ic t 
est sense, no m an  hath  seen  o r  ca n  see  G od , in asm uch as  
th e  finite c a n n o t g rasp  th e  infinite. N ev erth eless , Je su s  
tru ly  says “ he th a t  h a th  seen  mo h ath  seen  th e  F a th e r ,”  
and Ja co b  says, w ith  equal tru th , “ I  h av e  seen  G od  
lace  to  face , a n d  m y life  is p r e s e rv e d ”  (G e n . 3 2 ,  3 0 ) .  
I t  is also  said, “ A n d  th e  L o r d  spake u n to  M oses face to  
to.ee, as a  m an  sp eak eth  u n to  his f r ie n d ”  ( E x .  3 3 ,  1 1 ) .  
ih o  in evitable con clu sion  is  th a t  th o u g h , s tr ic tly  and  
philosophically, G o d  is  invisible, h o can  assu m e a  visible

and tan gib le  form , and has done so repeated ly  in o rd er  
to  com m u n icate  w ith his c re a tu re s .

■1. Y o u  ta k e 'G o d ’s  prohibition to  re fe r  to  “ u n p ro
g r e s s e d "  sp irits. B u t th is is a m e re  assu m p tio n : w here  
is th e  grou n d  for i t ?  S crip tu re  affirm s n othing ab o u t  
su ch  beings.

5 .  Y ou  say  P a u l en co u rag es  us to  seek sp iritu al gifts, 
T r u e ; b u t th a t  is not.m ediuinship as  y o u  h a w  it. W h en  
did th e  A p o stles  o r  early  C h ristian s hold sean ces  to  
com m u ne w ith th e ir  dead relativ es and friends, as  you  
do ?  N ev er, th a t we know of.

(i. Y o u  say , “ J o h n  realised a  com m union o f  sp irits  
w hen he enjoined th e  b re th re n  n o t to  believe every sp irit, 
b u t to  try  th em , & c.”  Y o u r  conclu sion  is based on a  
m istake, and docs n o t fo llo w ; for th ere  is no evidence  
to  show th a t th e  te rm  “  sp irit ”  h ere  e v er m ean t o th e r  
th a n  living m en  in th e  flesh, who w en t ab o u t professing  
to  be C hristian teach ers , b u t who freq u en tly  m ixed up 
with th e ir  teach in gs a g r e a t  v ariety  o f  P ag an , G n o stic , 
o r Jew ish  errors.

7 . Y o u  say , th a t  “  by th e ir  fru its  y e  shall know th em .”  
W e ll , on  th is grou nd alone I  m u st re je c t Sp iritism  ; for,
1. I t  is itself  necrom ancy and w itch craft I t  has, by 
its  fam iliar sp irits, in trod u ced  a n o th er gospel o f  su ch  a  
c h a r a c te r  th a t  w e can  only re g a rd  th e  sp irits  who p ro 
m u lg ate  i t  as  a ccu rsed , alth ou gh  th e y  profess to  be 
an g els from  heaven. 1 spok e o f  th is in my la s t, b u t no  
n o tice  has been tak en  o f  it. O f  co u rse  if th e  p resen t 
dispensation is draw ing to a  clo se  (a s  1 hope and tru s t  
i t  is ) , developm ents "of infernal c ra f t  will o c c u r  as  fore
to ld  ; and if th e  devil is to  deceive all h u t th e  elect,' ho 
m u st ce rta in ly  n o t com e as  a  sweep, b u t as  a gentlem an—  
n ay , as  a  very  angel o f  light— and do m any th ings to  
su stain  th a t  c h a r a c t e r ; a n d  doub tless m en will y e t  
g a th e r  som ething v ery  lik e  g ra p es  o f  th o rn s  and figs o f  
th istles , as  th e  re su lt o f  bis efforts to  deceive.

8 . I assu m e th a t  th e  com m u n icatin g  sp irits  uro evil, 
b ecau se— 1. T h ey  en co u rag e  m en to  ap p ro ach  th em , 
and ru n  a f te r  th em , in violation o f  th e  will o f  G od.
2 .  T h ey  preach  a ll ov er th e  w orld  th e  sam e heresy—  
dam nable h eresy , if  w e a ro  to  believe th e  S crip tu re s . I t  
is tru o  th a t G o d  has g iven  tlio  evil one pow er to  m islead  
m en a t  sp irit sean ces, and fo r  all wo know w ithholds it  
from  th o se  who w ould co u n te ra ct th em . W e ll , b u t has 
H e  n o t g iven  us H is  W o rd , which co n tain s  am ple w arn 
in g  ag ain st all th e  wiles o f  th e  devil ? D o as  I  do— be
lieve  th a t  W o rd , and tak o  th e  w arning— a n d  all th e  
devil’s pow er, in this  ch an n el a t  le a s t, will be absolutely  
n il ,  and th a t  to o  w ith o u t tho aid o f  an y  “ good an d  lov
in g  ”  sp irits  a t  all.

0 . Y o u  say  I  do n o t “ p u t forw ard one io ta  o f  evi
d en ce ”  th a t  y o u r  com m u n icatin g  spirits aro  “ not G od’s  
m in isterin g  an g els .” S u re ly , S ir, th e  teach in g  o f  false  
d o ctrin e , as  in stanced in m y last, o u g h t to  bo evidence  
enough th a t such  angels a r e  accu rsed . As to  th e  op en
in g  com m u nication , “  W o  g re e t y o u  in th e  nam e o f  
G od,”  e tc .,  I  m u st tak o  th a t  fo r  w h at, u n d e r  the c ircu m 
stances, i t  is c learly  w orth , rem em bering th a t to  speak  
lies in tho nam e o f  tho L o rd  is a n  old trick , a t  w hich  
dem ons m igh t be as g r e a t  ad ep ts as  any o f  th e  false  
p rop h ets o f  old.

10 . Y o u -sa y  a  sp irit spoke to  P e te r , an o th er to  J o b ,  
and a n o th er to  P a u l, n e ith e r ann ou ncing his divine co m 
m ission. G r a n te d ; b u t wo do n o t road th a t e ith e r  J o b ,  
P e te r , o r  P au l, sought a fter  th ese  sp irits, a t  a  sean ce  o r  
otherw ise ; they p resen ted  themsclocs without. A n d  so , 
i f  a  sp irit p resen t him self in th e  sam e m an n er, unsought, 
h e  will deliver his m essage, if  he has one, irresp ectiv e  o f  
ligh t o r  tem p eratu re , tab le  o r  a lp h a b t; a n d  no sin  can  
a tta ch  to  us, seeing th a t  w e did n o t tran sg ress  th e  law  
w hich forbids u s  to  seek  unto them, o r  unto those w ith  
whom they a re  fa m ilia r— M e d iu m s . T h e re  is no law  in  
th e  w hole B ib le  ag ain st b ein g  spok en to  b y an y  sp ir it  
w h atever, good o r  b a d ; but only against snaking any  
advances to them  ourselves.

1 1 . Y o u  say  th e  S crip tu res  a r e  “ a  con tin u ou s reco rd  
o f  G od’s  in terco u rse  w ith m an  th ro u g h  his good sp irits .”  
T ru o  ; b u t in th e  w hole r e co rd  th e re  is n o th in g  analogous  
to  m odern Spiritism , e x c e p t S au l’s v isit to  th e  m edium  
o f  E u d o r, for th o  purpose o f  con su ltin g  S am u el j a n d  th a t  
is  m entioned w ith condem nation.

1 2 . Y o u  say  “ th e  teach in g s o f  p ro g ressed  Sp irits  
acco rd  w ith th e  T each in gs o f  C h rist,”  and th a t  “  u n til I
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i ¡in p rov e <lint th e  com m u nicants are  evil.” i have “ not 
a leg tu stand u p o n ." B ut I have already proved them  
( vil ; because th e y  preach  d o ctrin es tot all//  oppos'd to 
Christ/ianilg. S ec  th e  la tte r  part id' my last, to which no 
one has yyt a ttem p ted  a reply . Y o u r eorrespondenl 
“  IieaVler”/s a v s  I assum e too m uch. I assum e nothing  
b u t th rtt/th c  Uilde is th e  word o f  G od. l ie  says th at in 
“  prop erly  organised c ircle s ."  all com m unication with the  
Spirit world is prefaced by prayer. W h at ! P ra y  to  
G od and then straigh tw ay tram p le on his law ! Opposing  
arm ies preface th e ir  Work o f  slau g h ter by prayer. 
.G reg o ry  I tit li solem nly retu rn ed  thanks for th e  m assacre  
o f  th e  H u gu en ots. .As well m ay the b u rg lar begin his 
w ork w ith p rayer, and . when it is done, thank G od for 
su ccess. But id 'w hat value is such m ockery o f  p r a y e r ?  
B e  n o t d eceiv ed : no am ount o f  p rayer o r  praise can  
e v er san ctity  sin. l ie  says th e  .Almighty him self almost 
invariably reiptired certain  conditions for the w orking o f  
his m iracles— parallel to  my “ little arran gem en ts,” I 
d em u r to  th is sta tem en t. W h a t conditions w ere re 
quired to  bring th e  F lo o d ; confound th e  language at 
B ab el : visit .Abraham, Isaac, ami Ja co b , a t sundry tim e s ; 
b rin g  '.fiery rain upon ¡Sodom, and d rag  lad by fo rce  out, 
o f  it ; speak to M oses from th e  bush, and perform  all 
th e  w onders o f E g yp t ; divide th e  Bed Sea ; se t up the 
te r ro rs  ot Sinai, and th e  pillars o f  lire and cloud in the 
w ild ern ess ; tak e  th e  p r ie s ts  dryshod over J o r d a n ;

I ¡ro s tra te  th e  w alls o f  Je rich o  ; e tc . e tc . ?  T h ere  is no 
tick o f  unconditional pow er when th e  L o rd  wills to  

w ork , b u t th ere  is  when spirits wish to  com m u nicate  
c ith e r  false d o ctrin e  o r  th e  platitudes w e so often hear. 
H e  can n ot conclu de th a t G od ever com m unicated by 
personal p resen ce, o r  th a t th e  A u th o r o f  th e  U n iverse  
w restled  with Ja co b , and w as detained by him  “ again st 
his w ill.” This la s t circu m stan ce  is not s ta te d ; b u t as  
fo r  th e  o th ers, 1 ask win/ no ! ?  H e  has stooped to  do 
m an y a  sm aller looking  tilin g than eith er o f th ese. W h en  
on  earth , in th e  person o f  J e s u s , he did things w hich for  
d ep th  for hum iliation, o u trag ed  th e  concep tion  o f  his 
disciples. “  R e a d e r”  seem s to  have se t u p  a stand ard  
o f  his own for th e  A lm igh ty to  w ork u p  to  ; a n d  w h at
ev er falls sh o rt he ju d ges io  be not the work o f  GW . 
This is not wise, and “ R ead er” know s it. I  have spoken  
alread y  o f  G od's invisibility. H o says th a t  G od and his 
m essengers a r e  often convertible, as  in R ev . 2 2 . B u t  
th e  a p p a r e n t  confusion am on g th e  speak ers h ere  does 
n o t prove th e ir  co n v ertib ility , for such would be absurd ; 
b ecau se then  Je su s  th e  Bon (v. 7, 12 , 1 « ,)  would be God 
th e  R ath er (v . 1 3 ) — both m i  H ied  to receive w orship—  
onil the angel who would not receive w orship becau se he 
w as.n o/ G od, a t  th e  sam e tim e. X o r  does it prove th at 
G od alw ays com m u nicates m ediately, and not in his own 
person  ; for i t  does n o t follow th a t  b ecau se G od o r  Je su s  
com m u nicates by an  angel in one  p lace, e ith e r  m u st o f  
necessity  so com m u nicate on all occasions. B esid es, th e  
m aster o f  the vision p ro fesses  to  bo com m u nicated  to  
J o h n  not by G od, n o r  Je su s , b u t b y his angel (R e v . 1. 1 
2 2 ,  1 6 ) .  so th a t th e re  is no shadow o f  n ecessity  to  co n 
found G od, o r Je su s , o r  th e  eld er (w h ere  e itlie r  break s  
in to  th e  n arra tiv e ) with th e  an gel who a tte n d s  th e  
vision. On “ R ead er 's”  principle th e  “ H o ”  o f  chap. 7, 
1 4 , and i t  seem s to  m e as  easy  to  d iscrim in ate  betw een  
th e  re a l speak ers in th e  one case as in th e  o th er. H e  
»ays J  have no foothold unless I  can prove th a t  G od does 
n o t com m u n icate  th ro u g h  m inisterin g spirits now. This  
does n o t lo gically  follow. G od d id  so com m u n icate  in 
th e  days o f  old, and yet  Saul w as g u ilty  o f  a  dam nable  
sm  in seekin g to  com m une w ith th e  sp irit o f  Sam uel. 
G o d  m ig h t so com m u n icate  n o w ;  b u t th a t  does n o t  

ju stify -u s  in seeking to  com m une d irectly  with sp irits, o r  
in d irectly  th ro u g h  th e  m edium ship o f  th o se  with whom  
th e y 'h re  fam iliar. H e  says, “  Je su s  s e t  us th e  exam p le.”  
B u t  J e su s  s e t  us n o  exam p le to  seek com m union w itl; 
S p irits . Show  us w h ere lie did ? T h ere  is n othing in 
M a t. 17 , 3 ,  to  p rove th a t  Je su s  w as m o re  activ e  in the  
m a tte r  th an  he w as w hen th e  devil m e t him  in th e  
w ilderness. Je su s  w as passive th ro u gh ou t. B u t  i f  he  
w ho knew  “ all th in g s”  had  sou g h t to  com m u ne with  
S p irits , i t  w ould have given n o license to  us. H e  who 
d w elt in J e s u s  w as n o t  th e  su b ject o f  law . W e  a r e  its  
su b jects . J e s u s  forg ave  sins ag ain st G o d ; b u t have w e  
p o w er to  do so  ?  H e  say s  no C h ristian  ad h eres to  th e  
L e v itie s ! code now. T r u e ; and y e t  th e re  a r e  law s in

that code which are sfill in force among Christians, and 
and will be so through all time; and if “ Reader” will 
consult the X. T. he will find that Divination—a generic
t e r m  for every  species o f  Sp iritism — is as  s tr ic tly  for
bidden th ere  as i t  is in th e  0 .  T . I t  is q u ito  as  easy  to  
fasten D ivination upon S p iritists  a s  it is to  fasten  
id olatrv  upon R om anists. B o th  will kick v e ry  hard  
a g a in s t'th e  im p u ta tio n ; but th e  logical seq u en ce  is in- 
dedible nevertheless. H e asks if J o h n ’s  fellow -servant 
was a c re a lu re  in th e  Spirit. I an sw er, ce rta in ly  lie was. 
So for “ R ead er,”  and I thank him for his kindly spirit, 
and fair argum ent.

“ lo ta 's ”  first argu m en t ab o u t “ try in g  th e  S p irits” is 
answ ered above. T h at anon! sp iritu al g ifts  is n o tf o th o  
point. T h e  g ifts  w ere im parted by th e  H o ly  S p ir it ,  and 
th ey  who had th em  never ap p ro ach ed  th e  S p irit world  
at all in the way o f m odern m edium ship ; a n d // /« /  is the  
onlv im portant consid eration  here. T h ere  is n o  evidence  
th at “ discerning o f  S p irits” e v er m ean t o th e r than a  
correct readiin/ o f  character. W ith  th e  q u estio n  o f  the  
con tin u an ce o f th ese  g ifts  we h av e  n o th in g  to  do. I  
tru s t  “( l o ta "  will n o t bo a n g ry  at. m y in du lgin g in a 
quiet- sm ile a t his p rocess o f p ro o f th a t  com m u nion with  
Spirits is right. F c r m it  m e to  apply i t ; for in stan ce—  
T h e  law  which govern s S p irit com m union m u st have  
D ivine au th ority  a n d  san ctio n , an,d th e re fo re  ca n n o t be 
w r o n g ..  B u t th e  fem ale m edium  o f  E n d o r  ob served the  
law , and enjoyed th e  com m union ; ergo , th a t  com m union  
w as law ful and r i g h t ! Saul to o  w as co g n iz a n t o f  the  
law , and , com plying w ith it, ob tain ed a n  in terv iew  with  
Sam uel ; ergo , S au l’s a c t  w as law ful and r i g h t ! The  
law by which m an m ay com m u n e w ith S p irits  is expressed  
by th e  conditions w hich re n d e r su ch  com m u nion possible. 
T h ose conditions w ere  fixed by G od , for ends know n to  
himself, and h e  has g iv en  s trict  charge, not to ca ll them  
into exercise. T in s  C I I A E O K  y o u  h a v e  n e g l e c t e d .  T he  
law  o f g ra v ititio n  is  a good and a  w ise law  ; b u t i t  docs 
n o t follow th a t I  m u st n eed s ca ll i t  in to  o p eration  by 
castin g  m yself from  th e  to p  o f  a  to w er. T h e  conditions  
which ren d er ce rta in  th in g s possible a r c  all v e ry  well 
in th em selv es ; b u t i t  m ay be very  ill fo r  u s  to  s e t  th em  
up. A n d  th is is precisely th e  case w ith th e  conditions, 
o r laws if  you w ill, o f S p irit com m union. AYo aro  
ch arg ed  lo  observe th em  b y— letting them alone. T o  
n o tice  in full th e  first a rg u m e n t o f his seco n d  ie tte r  
w ould involve a defence o f  ce rta in  C alvinistic d o ctrin es, 
which, th ough as d em on strab le as  an y  th eo rem  in E u clid , 
have n o referen ce  to  th e  p re se n t question , and , th e re 
fore n o business h ere . Suffice i t  th a t  I  do n o t hold th e  
horrible dogm a o f  e tern al to rm en t. I t  ca n n o t be proved  
from S crip tu re . R om . T. 2 4 ,  says n o th in g  a b o u t th e  
s tro n g  delusions n o r  th e  ca u se  o f  th e m ; le t  “ I o ta ”  
co n su lt 2 Tiles. 2 ,  10 — 1 2 , nr.d he will see  th a t  th e y  will 
be s e n t as  a pu n ish m en t for th e  re jectio n  o f  tru th  ; such  
rejection  proceeding, n o t from  e rro r  o f  ju d g m e n t, but 
m oral disinclination. D oes “ I o t a "  believe th e  S crip tu res  
on this point ? I  do. “ B y  th e ir  fru its , e tc ,”  1  have  
noticed before. H e  dem urs to  m y s ta te m e n t th a t  dem on  
actio n , in old tim es, w as en tire ly  su b jective W e ll , o f  
cou rse , I  excep ted  th e  few  cases o f  a c tu a l possession  
becau se th ey  bore no prop ortion  to  th e  w o rld  o f  m en, 
and b ecau se  th e re  w as n o th in g  in  th em  to  m ak e  u s  in 
love w ith th e  rea l o p era to rs  ; that w as th e  d ire c t  o b ject  
o f m y sta tem en t. B u t  th e  case  is  w idely d ifferen t n o w ; 
dem ons a re  n o t com ing in th a t  re v o ltin g  form , b u t  as  
accom p lished lad ies and gen tlem en, angels o f  lig h t, and  
teach ers o f  a  new  philosoph y th a t  will p u t G od’s mil- 
lenium  fa r  in th e  shade ! A nd if  I  re a d  S crip tu re  a rig h t,  
th e  g re a te r  p a r t o f th e  w orld will v e t  be le d  by th e  nose  
whitherscBver th ese  Sp irits list. I  am  v e ry  g la d  to  find 
th a t “  I o ta ”  h as som e re sp e ct for o u r  m u tu al frien d , and  
v e ry  old acq u ain tan ce— th e  w itch  “  ( ? ) ”  o f  E n d o r. A s  
to  th e  cases ho c ite s  in conclu sion , th e y  a ro  n o t  to  th e  
p o i n t ; because th e y  con tain  no exam p le o f  an y  ap p ro ach  
to  th e  S p irit w orld d irectly  o r by m edium ship ; and that 
is w h at wo w an t to  find in S crip tu re , and th a t  is  ju s t  
w h at n o S p iritis t in  th e  w orld can  find. AVith ev ery  
re sp e ct I  tak e  m y leave o f  “  IoSa.”  D . M a ck a y  seem s  
to  think th a t  G od in stitu ted  Sp iritism  b ecau se  m en  
w ould n o t add ress them selves to  H im .  W h e r e  is  th e  
evidence ? A r e  th e  g r e a t  m ajo rity  o f  S p iritists  m e n  who 
n ev er called up on G o d  ? A s  to  th e  bu lk o f  m ankind th e  
G osp el o f  th e  p re se n t disp ensation  w as n e v e r  in ten d ed
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to  con v ert them , ns is  gen era lly , b u t m o st u n w arran tab ly  
supposed, b u t on ly  to  take out o f  them  “ a people for his 
name,” and w hen th e  com p lem en t is m ade up, th e n  “  all 
Israel shall be saved”  ; b u t n o t till th en . T h e  Je w s , as 
a people, have boon ju d icially  blinded, and th e  veil which  
slill covers th e ir  h earts  an d  m inds w ill n o t be lifted, 
suite o f  all th e  efforts o f  good b u t m istak en  people, till 

the fulness o f  th e  G en tiles  bo com e in ."  A n d  so “  the  
last shall be first, a n d  th e  first la s t .”  R ev . 15. 5 , and  
li). 11, a r c  n o t y e t  fulfilled, for “ th e  b east, A n tich rist,” 
etc. a re  n o t y e t  developed, an d  th e ir  ac tio n  ■ is 
prelim inary

I think 1 have now fully rep lied  to  all th a t h as  been 
said ; and again  th an k in g  y o u  for y o u r  co u rte sy  and  
fairness in acco rd in g  m e so m uch sp ace , and wishing you  
well o u t o f  th e  S p iritu al m aels to rm  in w hose m arginal 
cu rren ts y o u  have becom e en tan gled .

I  rem ain,
M y  d e a r S ir,

V ery  tru ly  and resp ectfu lly  y o u rs.
T A U  B E T I I .

S T R A Y  N O T E S  A S  T O  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

• I I .
A WOllD A1IOUT THE EVIDENCE.

I n mv last p ap er I  en d eav o u red  to  show th a t  a cco u n ts  of  
events closely  ak in  to  m odern  spiritual phenom ena, a r e  to  
he found reco rd ed  in th e  ch ro n icles  o f  e v e ry  nation , sacred  
o r  profane, and th a t  sh ou ld  th e  so-called  p h ysical m ani
festations o f  th e  p re s e n t dayprove to  be c o r re c t ,  w e have  
a t  once m ot on ly  a  clu e to  m an y d ark  passages o f  h isto ry , 
but also v e ry  s tr o n g  p resu m p tive evid en ce that» th e  
details o f biblical a n d  N ew  T e sta m e n t m iracles  w ere  
som ething m o re  th a n  m ere  fictions— real a n d  actu al  
verities.

T o den y th e  p ossib ility  o f  su p ern atv ra l o ccu rre n ce s  in 
th e  p ast is, as  I  said , to  re n d e r i t  exceed in g ly  proble
m atical w h eth er a n y  given ev en t e v e r  o ccu rred , for th e  
evidence th a t  sign s, an d  w onders, a n d  prodigies, w ere  
once o f  frequent o ccu rre n ce , is ten fo ld  m o re  s tro n g  than  
is th e  evidence show ing th a t C icsar on ce  ru led  in R om e, 
and th a t A lexan d er invaded P e rs ia . I f  th e  one s to ry  is 
necessarily false, w h at g u a ra n te e  have w e th a t th e  others  
are not equ ally  un reliable.

Possibly th e  fe a r  o f  su ch  a re su lt will h av e  b u t little  
influence upon th e  m ind s o f  th e  m ajo rity  in an  ago so 
especially m a tte r  o f  f a c t  as  is th e  p re se n t. ’T o  a  very  
large prop ortion  o f  th e  p o p u latio n  th e  f a c t  o f  th e ir  faith  
being shaken as to  th e  re a lity  o f  even ts said to  have  
taken p lace  in a  d ista n t, o r  ev en  in o u r  ow n land, ce n tu 
ries ago, w ould  be re g a rd e d  w ith u t te r  indifference. 
“ Sufficient fo r  th e  d ay  a r c  th e  evils a n d  th e  good th e re 
'll,” is ad o p ted  as  a  m axim  by hu n d red s a n d  thousands  
whose ed u catio n  a n d  c u ltu r e  a re  fa r  aboxm th e  average. 

■ “ W o  a re  in th e  w orld ,”  s a y  th e y , “ and liq ^  wo g e t  (h e re  
is a m atter  o f  b u t triflin g  m o m e n t; wo h av e  d rifted  down  
th e  tide o f  tim e  to  th e  h o u r which now is, a n d  c a re  but 
little  w h eth er th e  th in g s  said  to  h av e  b een  done o r  w it
nessed by m en w ho sim ilarly  d rifted  down th e  sam e  
stream  ag e s  sin ce , a re  w o rth y  o f  cred en ce  o r  th e  r e 
verse.”

a t  the p resen t day w e derive th a t  in fo rm atio n  by which 
we reg u la te  o u r  daily co n d u ct— viz., th e  P ress, th e  viva 
voce assertio n s o f  th o se  w e m eet, and th e  le tte rs  o f  co r
resp on d en ts. W e  do n o t com m on ly im plicitly  cred it th e  
w hole o f w h at w e so h e a r , but e x e rcise  a du e d iscretio n , 
tak in g  in to  consid eration  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  in form ant, 
o r  th e  rep ertab ility  o f  th e  journal. A so lita ry  s ta te m e n t  
we m ay re je c t as  un w orth y o f  belief, but if th e  sam e fa c t  
is circu m stan tially  d etailed  in som e h alf  a dozen papers, 
if  th e  first a cco u n t o f  th e  ev en t is co rro b o ra ted  by th e  
unasked-lur testim on y o f  frien ds o f  w ell-know n prob ity  
a n d  h o n o r: if  we h e a r th e  sam e s to ry  d eclared  to  be tru e  
upon o a th  in ou r c o u rts  o f  ju stice , an d  find it rep eated  
w ith all du e solem nity in th e  p u lp it ; th e re  a re  few I  
th in k  who w ould n o t— in all cases  save th at o f  Spirit ual- 
ism — a cce p t th e  sta tem en ts  so received  and so verified, 
as  w o rth y  o f  all belief and confidence. A nd o f  e x a ctly  
th is  n atu re  is th e  evidence a t  p resen t add uced by Sp irit- 
alists  in su p p ort o f  th e ir  s ta tem en ts  an d  th eories. T h eir  
new sp aper paragrap h s, how ever, have a valu e ov er th at  
o f  m ost such paragraph s, since n early  ev ery  one bears  
th e  a tte s tin g  sign atu re  o f  th e  w riter. In a c o u rt  o f  law , 
g r e a t  s tress  is laid upon th e  value o f  rigid c ro ss  exam i
n ation  to  e licit th e  tru th , hut no evidence has, e v er since  
th e  w orld  begun, been so unm ercifully cross-q uestioned as  
has been th a t  o f  th e  ad v o cates o f  Spiritu alism  A gain , the  
very  n atu re  o f  th e  fa cts  d etailed  ren d ers  th e  m ost c re d u 
lo u s in o th e r  th in g s ob stin ately  in credu lou s in this. T h e  
s ta te m e n t o f  even a  w itness little  given to  tru th -to llin g  
is held to  be reliable, if th e  sam e tell a g a in st th e  w itness  
h im self; a n d  it  is  rem arkab le th at th e  s ta tem en ts  ol th e  
w itnesses brou gh t forw ard by th e  S p iritu alists  a re  ol th is  
kind. A lm o st to  a  m an such w itnesses e n te re d  upon  
th e ir  en q u iry  as  to  Sp iritu al phenom ena w ith a foregone  
con clu sion  th a t  th e y  w ould be ab le  to  d em on strate  th e  
fallacy  o f  th e  w h ole affair, an d  b y sub seq uently s ta tin g  
th e ir  exp erien ces, th e y  a re  sim ply m aking op en confession  
o f  p a s t e r ro r . A n d  fu rth er, a  death-b ed s ta te m e n t is a n 
o th e r  kind o f  evidence usu ally receiv ed  as  tru stw o rth y  
T w o m en m ay have been deeidedly enem ies for years, and  
y e t  th e  solem n assertio n  un der such con d ition s'» ! th e  one, 
th a t th e  o th e r had given him a fatal blow, w ould, is sup
p o rted  by b u tO n e  triflin g  co lla tera l testim on y, prove  
am ply sufficient to  co n v ict th e  m u rd erer, and probably  
sen d  him  to  th e  gallow s. E xam in ed  by such a te s t, th e  
sp iritu alistic  evid en ce is esp ecially  sa tisfacto ry . M en  
have s ta r te d  in life as  u tte r  scep tics, th ey  have exam ined , 
a n d  being convinced o f  th e  tru th  ot Spiritu alism , they  
have boldly d eclared  th a t  tru th , and , dying, th e y  have  
u tte re d  n o re ca n ta tio n , have m ade no op en confes
sion th a t w h at had h ith erto  been a sserted  by th em  was 
false , a n d  u ttered  w ith a view o f passing oil a Iraud. o r
of playing upon th e  cred u lity  o f  th e  w orld . W hen u is
con sid ered  th a t  S p iritu alists a r e  n o t gen erally  bail m en, 
anxious to  die with a  lie upon th e ir  lips, o r  w ith m any  
lies previously to ld  upon th e ir  con scien ce, th e  absen ce  
o f  a n y  one in stan ce wherein a spiritual m edium , th ro u g h  
life su sp ected  o f  frau d  and trick e ry , m  d eath  confessed  
his e rro r  a n d  his sin. is a s in g u larly  s tro n g  b it ol n eg a
tive evidence in favou r o f  S p iritu alism , which th e  nn ti- 
Sp iritu alists, who ad o p t th e  wilful decep tion  th eo ry  

w ould do well to  ponder over. N U M B E R  NIL>.

T he facts, how ever, re la te d  o f  m odern Spiritism  are  
certain ly  w o rth y  o f  a  li ttle  con sid eration , even b y people  
such ns th e  a b o v e ; sin ce  i f  a ll th e  n u m erou s testim on ies  
as to  th e  o ccu rre n ce  o f  p h ysical an d  m en tal Sp iritu al 
m anifestations a re  to  b e  pooh-poohed as  in ventions o f  
dream er o r  th e  k n ave, v e ry  little  dep end ence c a n  be 
placed in a n y  n a rra tio n  w h atever, even althou gh the  
sam e re la te  to  e v en ts  ta k in g  p lace  b u t yesterd ay , a t  ou r  
very doors. P e rso n s  w ho a re  so a p t a t  g e ttin g  rid  o f  
overw helm ing evid en ce as  to  th e  tru th  o f Spiritu alism , or  
a t  le a s t  th e  re n lity  o f  i ts  phenom ena, b y sum m ary  
denials h av e  s u re ly  n ev er r ig h tly  con sid ered  th e  n atu re  
o f  such evidence, w ho a r e  th e  w itnesses b ro u g h t into  
cou rt, o r  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  u n d er w hich a la rg e  num ber 
o f  th ese  h av e  sev era lly  g iven  th e ir  testim on ies.

L e t  us see w h a t th a t  evidence rea lly  is.
S e ttin g  aside w h at w e see  w ith  ou r ow n eyes, h ear  

with o u r  ow n e a rs , o r  b ecom e co g n izan t o f  b y som e other  
o f  ou r senses, th e re  a r e  a t  le a s t  th re e  sou rces from  which

P R O O F S  O F  G O O ’S  E X I S T E N C E  I M P O S S I B L E .

Couirn w e have p ro o f  o f  G od's e x is tcu ce , th e re  w ore no  
G od w o rth y  to  be ¡i-ovod. P ro o f sh ifts  its  o b ject into  
o th er essen ce, or o th e r tru th  : b u t th a t which is infinite  
can n o t be shifted to  au g h t th a t  is w ithin ou r cap acity . 
Incom prehensib le as  e te rn ity , a g a in st w hat b ack gro u n d  
shall ou r G od stan d  re lie v e d ?  Say sp ace  is filled, and  
tim e is filled, and wo a r c  a p o rtion  o f  th a t  filling ; lioxv 
shall a p art con tain  th e  whole ? — how shall th a t  which  
ca n n o t be com passed be known, w h eth er i t  be en tirely  
proved o r  n o t ? T h e  p o e t ca n n o t te a c h  Ins p o etry  to  a  
ston e ; n o r can  G o d  condense his being to  a  p ictu re  in 
ou r souls ; he w ere n o t G od, n o r  w e m en. Y e t  G o d  is 
in us, th e  assu ran ce  o f  his p resen ce , w hoso m ajesty  is th e  
birth  ot reason. H e  is n o t afar, th a t w e should see him. 
H e  is in th e  lig h t ot th e  eye , and in th e  o b je c t th a t  i t  
shines on. H e  is n o t a  cu riosity , a  m em b er o f  a  sp ecies ,
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o r  a  th in g  to  bo rep resen ted  by an y  device H e  is the  
O n e— th e  original— th e  all in all. A ll creed s acknow 
led ge him . H is  nam e needs n o in terp re ter  w hen th ey  
say  “ G od c re a te d ."  B oun dless and incom prehensible, 
y e t  indisputable, th e  k ey  o f  all m ystery , w ithout form , 
w ith o u t c e n tre  o r  c ircu m feren ce, beginning o r  end, the  
life, space, and atm osph ere w herein all being dwells, 
w ords w ere n o t m ade to  re p re se n t him ; w o can n o t show  
him to  an o th er, n o r a n o th er to  us ; y e t  in th e  hum an  
soul he has said im m em orially, “ l a m !  and th ere  is none 
beside m e !”

I t  is queried w h eth er God is self-conscious.— I f  th e  
heavens should b u rst in th u n d er and say aye !  w h at w ere  
we th e  w iser ? W e  ca n n o t conceive universal consciou s
ness ; we ca n n o t receive an  answ er th ough it  w ore given. 
T h in k  n o t because ou r lan gu ag e con tain s th e  w ord . 
u n iv ersa l th a t th e  w ord m u st convey to  us an  idea. I t  
is  b u t th e  sym bol o f  an  in conceivable th ou g h t, useful to  
th e  finitude o f  th e  soul w hen it  would acknow ledge a  
g r e a te r  th an  itself.

W e  d eligh t to  fan cy a  lone and glorious self-love in 
th e  A lm ig h ty  ; y e t  from  th is  m ethod h as  grow n som e of  
th e  w o rst o f o u r  th eolo gical discourses. I t  has made 
G od in m an’s  im age. I t  has invested him  w ith e rro r , 
confusion, rep en ten ce , and w orse th an  all, an g er. I t  has 
m ad e to lly , sin ; i t  h as  m ade policy, d u ty ; it has m ade  
pain a ju d g m en t and a p u n ish m en t;  i t  h as  given to  God  
all th e  frailties o f  m an , and m ade m an confound him self 
in efforts to  prove— m ade him s tu ltify  him self in p rofes
sions o f  faith  in proof-— th a t ju s t ic e  is lashing us solely  
for having opposed th e  will and th w arted  th e  wishes of 
‘ th e  ju d g e  o f  all th e  e a r th .” B u t  from  th is  co n ceit o f  
G od in m an ’s im age, b ad  th ou g h  it  be, w orse conclusions  
a re  draw n th an  an alogy will san ctio n . W ill o u r  heavenly  
fa th e r  to rtu re  a child ex tern ally  for an  offence a t  which 
his earth ly  fa th er will b u t give him a box on th e  e a r ?  
W e  tr a c e  m an ’s c ru e lty  to  his w eakness— to  envy, 
excess , d ise a se ; b u t all th in g s m u st obey th e  will and-- 
sub serve th e  purpose o f  th e  A lm ig h ty , and fear, envy, 
disap pointm en t ca n n o t rufllo his brow . E v e n  m an is 
noble, gen erous and forgiving, P lace  a  hum an life in

n ard y , and m any lives will be risked to  save it. F rie n d  
)e, be a  m an fallen, lie is th e  b ro th er o f  th e  hum an  

r a c e . S carce  a  m an living w ould to rtu re  his en em y’s 
dog fo r  tw o day 's to g eth er ; and shall H e  be believed to  
dam n a  m an—  H e  in whose im age m an was m ado ? |

M R . G O S M A N ’S  L E C T U R E .

A  L e c t u r e  on Spiritism , w as delivered a t  th e  E a s t  
M elb ou rn e C on gregational C h u rch , on  T uesday, M arch  
2 1 s t ,  by th e  R e v . A  G osm an. T h e  rev . gen tlem an  p re
faced his L e c tu re  by s ta tin g  th a t he did n o t know  
w h eth er S p irits  w ere  affected by a tm o sp h eric  changes, 
b u t th a t  his ow n, in conseq uence o f  th e  cold , w ere in 
an y th in g  b u t a b rig h t cond ition. H e  did not qui. like 

'th e  idea o f  lectu rin g  upon Spiritu alism , it was n o t his  
ow n choice, Im t although lie cou ld  n o t exp lain  th e  
m a tte r , he would do an y th in g  to please th em . T o begin  
th e n , he w ould explain th e  m eaning o f  ce rta in  w ords 
th a t  he w ould have occasion  to  use. S p iritism  and  
Sp iritu alism  m ean t th e  sam e th in g ; M u n d a n e  is som e
th in g  w hich re la te s  to  earth , and S u perm u nda ne  a s  well 
ns Su persensuous  re fe rre d  to  som ething above o r  aw ay  
from  th e  e a rth . H e  saw no reason why th e  sub ject 
should n o t bo in vestigated , and w as w illing to  adm it- all 
fa cts  th a t  could be au th en ticated  beyond th e  possibility  
o f  doubt, b u t th o u g h t th e re  w ere m an y p o w ers in h eren t 
in  m a n  o f  w hich w e, as  y e t  know  nothing, and w hich  
m ig h t a cco u n t for th e  phenom ena w hich a t  p resen t  
seem ed  so in explicab le. I t  w as a  m o st significant fa c t  in 
Iris own exp erien ce, th a t  althou gh he had seen som e m ost 
m arvellou s m anifestations, th e  Sp irits w ere  always in 
v isible. H e  w ould divide his L e c tu re  in to  th re e  p a r t s : 
F i r s t ,  th e  P h y sical M an ifestation s. T h a t  th ese  did o ccu r  
th e re  cou ld  n o t be a shadow o f a doubt, and h is audience  
m ig h t dism iss from  th e ir  m inds a t  on ce  all suspicion  
t h a t  th e  M edium s w ere d eceiving e ith e r  th em selves or 
o th ers. H e  h ad seen a tab le  oil w hich w ere  re stin g  only  
th e  M ed iu m 's hands, w h irlin g rou n d  so fa s t th a t  i t  could  
w ith  difficulty be follow ed, and ho h ad  seen  th e  sam e  
ta b le  p erform in g  s tra n g e  m ovem ents w hen no person

w as tou ch in g  it , and w h ere all id ea  o f  m ach in ery  o r col
lusion w as qu ite  o u t o f  th e  qu estion  ; b u t i f  th e  move
m en ts o f  th a t tab le  w ere ca u se d  by S p irits , th ey  were 
ce rta in ly  n o t very in te llig en t on es, fo r  in resp o n se  to  a  
question he w as inform ed b y rap s, th a t  th e  S p irit o f a 
frien d lie h ad  known tw o y e a rs  a g o , w as p re se n t. W ell, 
th e  S p irit consen ted  to  ran  o u t h e r  n am e, a n d  from  th at 
day to  th is  he had ran sack ed  th e  s e c r e t  recesses  o f  his 
brain, as  well as  every  pigeon -hole, and y e t  b een  unable 
to  find a  c lu e  to  th e  person w hose S p irit w as supposed 
to  bo p resen t. H o w ever, as  th e  S p irit in qu estion  was 
a lady’s, he did n o t  m u ch  w o n d er. (L a u g h te r ) .  H o  
m igh t also  s ta te  th a t th e  sam e S p irit refu sed  to  te ll him  
h e r  a g e . (R en ew ed  la u g h te r) . I t  w as q u ite  ch aracter
istic o f  th e  sex, and also  o f  th e  S p irits  ( i f  a n y ), for ho 
found th em  a t  all tim es stro n g ly  disinclin ed to  give 
e ith e r  nam es o r  ag es . T h e re  w ere , ho w ever, other 
phenom ena w hich he had w itn essed , a  lad y  m edium  sat 
before a piano, and a f te r  m ak in g  h e rse lf  as  passive as 
possible, she w as m ade to  p lay  up on  th e  in stru m en t, and 
th a t  w ithout an y  con sciou s d esire , o r  in te n tio n  on her 
ow n p art. T he m u sic  w as a t  first low  an d  m ournful, but 
suddenly i t  eam efo rth  w ith a b u rs t,a n d ,a s  fa r  as  h e  could  
ju d g e /w a s  ex ce lle n t in tim e and h arm o n y , and calculated  
to  inspire feelings o f  so lem n ity , if  an y  e x is te d  in tho  
h earers. W h e n  th e  m usic w as o v er he w as su rp rised  to  
find th e  M edium  upon th e  floor, w h ere  she h ad  slipped 
from  h er s e a t a t  th e  conclu sion  o f  th e  m u sic ; and he also 
noticed  th a t  she w as qu ite rig id , a n d  un ab le to  movo 
from  h e r  position ; b u t she still re ta in e d  th e  p o w er to  
ta lk . (L a u g h te r ) .  T h is is one o f  th o  in tellectu al 
m anifestations, b u t th e re  a re  also  m an y  o th ers, som e of  
th e  m edium s w rite  u n d er th e  in fluence, n o t  a  few  short 
sen ten ces, b u t a  w hole lib rary  o f  books, b o th  in prose  
and p o etry . H e  has, him self, seen  w ritin g s  in  A rabic, 
H indostanii, G reek , A c., o f  w h ich  he w as satisfied  tho 
M edium  knew  n o th in g . Y e t  he w as n o t  satisfied  th at  
Sp irits h ad  an y th in g  to  do w ith  i t ,  n o r  w as h e  com pelled  
to  disprove th a t  h yp oth esis o r  s ta te  a n o th e r , i t  rested  
w ith th e  S p iritu alists  to  prove th e ir  h y p o th esis , w hich he 
sub m itted  th e y  cou ld  n o t  d o ; fo r  som e o f  th e m , w h en  ho 
tr ie d  to  a rg u e  w ith  th em , lo s t th e ir  p a tien ce , others  
th e ir  tem p er, an d  M r. N a y le r  to ld  him  to  re a so n  for 
h im s e lf ; and ask ed , w h at is  i t  if  n o t  S p iritu al influence ? 
H o  did reaso n , an d  w h ere h e  reaso n ed , all th e se  troop s  
o f S p irits  w ere  reso lved  into' th in  a ir  a t  o n ce, a n d  he was 
left to  grop e am o n g st unknow n law s fo r  a  satisfacto ry  
solution upon w hich to  a c co u n t fo r  fa c ts  w h ich  un
doubtedly have tak en  place.

H e  now cam e to  th e  S u p erm u nd ane fa cts— su ch  as  tho 
playing o f  m u sic, som etim es b eau tifu lly  so f t a n d  en tran c
ing, and p rod u ced  w ith o u t e ith er v isit lie p lay ers  o r  in
stru m en ts. U u d e rth is  head he also cln ssed all phenom ena  
existin g  w ith o u t th o  aid  o f  M ed iu m s ; su ch  a s  app ari
tio n s o r gh osts , a n d  all th in g s th a t  seem  to  be above 
n atu re . S p iritu alists  re fe r  all th e se  th in g s, as  w ell as 
o th e r  m anifestations to  S p irit in terv en tio n . B e fo re  this  
could lie proved, th e  m an ifestatio n s m u st p ass th e  follow 
ing I liroe conditions, viz : th e  fa cts  m u st be au th en tica ted  
beyond th e  possibility o f  a  quibble. T h e re  m u s t be no 
possibility o f  a n y  o th e r  h y p oth esis  b ein g  ten ab le, and  
lastly  th e  person ality  o f  th e  S p irits  m u st be com p letely  
established. H e  su b m itted  tn a t  S p iritu alism  did n o t  
p ass th ese  conditions, som e o f  th e  fa cts  b ein g  explained  
as  th e  re su lt o f  p u rely  m un d an e law s, an d  n o n e o f  them  
will p ass th e  th ird  cond ition. I n  conclu sion , h e  begged  
ot Ins h earers, if th e y  did in v estig a te  S p iritu alism , to  
keep th e  cond itions he h ad s ta te d  in  m ind, a n d  to  re ta in  
by all m eans th e ir  m oral c h a r a c te r  and p u rity  in ta c t, le t  
n othing affect th a t, and rem em b er th a t  i t  is  n o th in g  sh o rt 
o f  m oral suicide to  give up th e  to ta l co n tro l o f  y o u r  
facu lties  e ith e r  to  Spirit, M esm erist, o r  o th e r  person  
w hom soever. T h e  religious a sp e c t o f  S p iritu alism  he 
m u st confess, com p letely  s ta g g e re d  him . So m e o f  tho  
w ritings p u rp o rtin g  to  co m e from  S p irits , seem ed  to  him  
dreadtul blasphem y, b u t o th e r  com m u n ication s, for  
p u rity  o f th ou g h t, nobleness o f  sen tim en t, an d  b eau tifu l
n ess o f  expression , f a r  tran scen d ed  th e  h ig h e st co n cep 
tio n s o f  som e o f  th e  m ost d e v o u t C h ristian s, b u t tho  
p rin cip les  en u n ciated  in th em  w ere  as  w idely an tagon is
t i c  as  an y  in th e  b ro ad  field o f  m etap h y sical speculation . 
T h e  proced in gs, w h ich  h ad b een  enlivened by m u sic, A c., 
w ere  con clu d ed  w ith  a  vo te  o f  th an k s to  th e  L e c tu re r .
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VARIETY.

T h e b e  is a proverb among men that no two tilings are 
exactly alike; “ You cannot bathe twice in the same 
river,1'  said the ancient; but in the course of ordinary 
thought we do not reflect upon the truth and beauty of 
the saying. Let us dwell upon it, for it is blessed.— 
Turn not to the stars^of differing glory, symbols of the 
human race, and ranging from the golden sun through 
a myriad galaxies whoso snowing numbers drift into the 
Milky Way, but turn to our own star, Earth. Say-first, 
thou sceptic of divine benevolence, why, in that revolu
tion which brings light for all labor, and darkness for all 
rest,—why does she not turn plumb upon her axis, like 
all the wheels that man has put in motion ? What dull 
mechanic boxed her widely-oscillating journals ?— 
Glorious ecliptic 1 beauty of the material universe! thy 
designer is the friend of man: Winding, in the “ line
of beauty,” the green and white around the varied world, 
bringing bright summer and gray winter to him who 
could love neither alone. Would he have all cold, he 
can have it. Would he have all hot, he can have it. 
Would he stand still, and have every grade of hot and 
cold that his nature can endure, he can have them in 
one year’s passage. Is a year too long—the steamers 
that round Cape Horn can put him almost a year into 
a month: Or let him climb a tropical mountain to its 
icy scalp, and encounter all the zones of the world. 
Loves ho the short day or the long—he may choose. 
Would ho try days without nights, or nights without 
days—he may prefer, and bo gratified.—And every day 
is a little year on its own account—a wheel within a 
wheel. From darkness and repose pours up the gray 
light'of the morning, through a pageant of clouds 
designed for this day only, and amid the hum of living 
nature the flowers open their dewy eyes. Slowly the 
day-summer rises to its tropical noon, and slowly it goes 
down into the arctic-darkness, beyond the western waves. 
Then darkness deepens, and lo ! the auroral stars, that 
wax and wane through the cold, delicious umbrage of 
the night, while, hour by hour, new constellations glad 
the feasting eye with their olden silver service—an heir
loom of the world. And man, who beholds all this, and 
partly for whose pleasure ull these were created, has his 
ecliptic also, and his wheel within a wheel. Through the 
windings of recorded civilization—through the golden1 
ages that harden into the iron and the brass, and then 
refine to gold again,—through the dark ages and the 
bright,—through reigns of terror and reigns of Saturn,— 
through reigns of philosophy and reigns of madness, man 
has not been twice alike from the hour of his birth. We 
are older every moment; we have new accessions of 
experience, new styles of consciousness, and we see 
things in a different light. “ All the world’s a stage”— 
a stage with new proscenium and decorations nightly, 
and a change of play-: there is many a spicy, quarrel
some recast, and an audience and actors whom wo never 
saw before. /

OUIt OPEN B IB L E .

How frequently do wc hear the boast Hint we possess an open 
Bible I But can we fairly make good our boast I Do we indeed 
leave the Bible f r e e  and open for all to read and interpret as they 
choose 1 Do we not rather require that others shall rend it 
through the same coloured and perhaps distorting glass as we our
selves, from educational training, use I Else why do we see the 
darkening frown, the lengthened countenance, and the hands up
lifted in pious horror, when anyone has the boldness and candour 
to affirm, 11 that his own careful, honest, and independent conclu
sions arc different from the popular views.” Possessing an open 
Bible, and protesting against the authority of the Pope and the 
claims of Romanism, and to fo rce  upon us their (paid theologians) 
so-called infallible interpretations of the Bible, what right have 
wc to make a  Pope of our own, and to  denounce all who come not 
within the narrow  circle of our own party as heterodox infidels or 
perverters of truth f Surely our boast is, and ever must be, idle 
and vain, so long ns we demand liberty of conscience for ourselves 
but refuse to accede it  to others! Singularly enough, men dispute 
and quarrel about the doctrines of the Bible, but in most cases, 
never sec upon what grounds its claims rest to be considered an 
infallible book, a  divine guide, the holy and revealed will of God, 
and yet, with a strange perverseness, men ridicule and despise the 
earnest inquirer after truth, Who fnils to find proof that the Bible 
has a righ t to its lofty and flattering titles. Inherited opinions 
bring us no credit, unless they are confirmed and marie our own 
by careful and im partial investigation ; and therefore, before we 
can form a right or intclligelit opinion of the Bible, we must put 
aside our educational prejudices and our preconceived opinions, 
and examine the book thoroughly and fearlessly, intent only on 
finding out the truth for ourselves, and then we shall soon learn 
to estimate the book a t  its true value. I t  will need no very 
lengthened study to convince us that the Bible, being one of the 
oldest of books yet known to man, is of great value, if re
garded only as a record of the religious life and thought of bye- 
gone ages; and if, further, we take into account its many high 
moral teachings, its sublime poetry, and its noble and encouraging 
examples of men who, under the most adverse circumstances, led 
good and holy lives, we shall see good reasons for holding the book 
in  very high estimation. But, on the other hand, when we con
sider that the Bible is for the most part a history and biography 
of the Jews, and has been wholly unknown to \hc greater portion  
of mankind ; that it  contains different and conflicting accounts of 
the same events ; that it gives incredible and contradictory reports 
of God’s attributes, and of His modes of dealing with man ; and 
that its statements regarding natural phenomena are inconsistent 
with the actual facts, then we cannot, with any sense o f  justice 
ami truth, affirm that the book is infallibly inspired, or that, in 
the ordinary acceptation of the term, it is the Holy Word of God. 
None but careless, thoughtless, or prejudiced readers will assert 
th at the Bible contains neither contradictions nor inconsistencies, 
for its discrepancies arc far too numerous lo csca|>e the notice of 
any attentive student. Doubtless it  would be a thankless talk to 
enumerate them all, but it  may not be uninstructive to quote a 
few, taken aim«*! a t random from the three hundred contradic
tions which the Bible is said to contain.

COURTESY.

C o u r t e s y  is a distinguishing feature of civilized and 
intelligent society. It  is the most beautiful illustration 
of the refining power which a higher development of 
humanity always exerts upon our race. By courtesy is 
meant that behavior of man toward man which ho would 
ask for himself. I t  is but a part of the mode of carrying 
out the great Christian precept which lies at the base of 
order and harmony among men: “ Do unto others as 
ye would that others should do unto you.” That this 
precept, which implies courtesy, is divine, as is all moral 
truth, is proven by our common appreciation of its fitness 
and beauty. Do what we may in life, the wheels of 
society can never move smoothly and well where the 
spirit of courtesy does not actuate the thoughts and 
deeds of man in his intercourse with man. Necessary 
as it is in civilized society, courtesy has its power among 
the lowest and most savage. That which leads us to do 
as we would be done by, especially in the more refined 
and refining intercourse of our lives, is the conciliating 
angel which, whatever our condition, and wherever we 
*aay be, will guard us against every enmity or assault.

The Bible Hays that—
“ (¡0 1 ) CAN HE SEEN AND 

HEARD.”
Aiul the Lord .spake to Moses, 

face to face, as a man speaketh 
to his friend.— Ex. xxxiii. 11.

And the Lord called unto 
Adam, and said unto him. where 
art thou ! And he said, I  heard 
thy voice in the garden, and was 
afraid.—Gen. iii. 9. '

"G O D  IS  NEVER TIR ED  AND 
NEVER RESTS.”

Hast thou not heard that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth 
fainteth not, neither is weary 1 
— Is. xl. 28.

"G O D  IS  JU S T  AND IMPAR
TIA L."

The Lord is upright......... and
there is jto  unrighteousness in 
Him.—l ’s. xcii. Iii.

A Goil of truth, and without 
iniquity, ju s t  and right is He.— 
Deut xxii. 4.

There is no respect o f  persons 
with God.—Rom. ii. 11.

“  GOD IS  KIND AND MER
C IFU L."

The Lord is very p itifu l, and 
of tender mercy.—Jam es v. 11.

For He doth not afflict will
ingly, nor grieve the children of 
men.—Lam. iii. 33.

God is love.—1 John iv. 1«.

“ GOD CANNOT R E  SEEN NOR 
HEARD.”

No man hath seen God a t any 
time.—Joh n  i. 1 8 .

And He said, thou canst not 
see my fa ce , for there shall no 
man see me and liv e— Exodus 
xxxiii. 20.

Yu have neither heard His 
voice a t any time, nor seen his 
shape.—John v. 30.

“  GOI) IS  TIRED , AND RESTS.

For ill six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, and on the 
seventh day he rested, and was 
refreshed.— Ex. xxxi 17.

1 am weary with repenting.— 
Je r. xv. G.

“  GOD I »  UNJUST AND 
PA RTIA L."

For I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous Ood, visiting the iniquity 
of the fa thers  upon the children  
unto the third  and fourth  gene
ration.—E x. xx. 6.

Cursed be Canaan ; a servant 
of serrants shall he be unto his 
brethren.—Gen. ix. 25.

For whatsoever man ho be 
that hath a  blemish, he shall 
not approach. —  Lev. xxi. 16 
to 22.

“  GOD IS  CRUEL AND UN
M ER C IFU L."

I  will not p i ty , nor spare, nor 
have mercy, but destroy.-—Je r. 
x iii. 14.

And thou shnlt consume a ll 
the people which the Lord thy 
God shall deliver th e e : thine
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Who will have all men to  be 
tared, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.—1 Tim. 
ii. 4.

I  have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dicth, saith 
the Lord God.—Back, xviii. 32.

“  OOD TBM PTETH  NO MAN."
Lot no man say when lie is 

tomptod, I  am tempted of God, 
for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tomptetn he any 
man.—Ja s . i. 13.

"G O D  CANNOT M E ."
I t  is impossible for God to lie. 

— Hob. vi. 18.

"ANNIHILATION 18 TH E LOT 
OF ALL.”

For that which bcfnlleth the 
sons o f men, befallctli the beasts, 
cron one thing bcfnlleth th em ; 
as the one dieth, so dicth the 
other. Yea, they have all one 
hrenth, so that man hath no
pre-eminence above a beast........
will go into one plncc.—Eccles. 
ii. 19, 20.

The dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any reward.— 
Eccles. ix. 6.

They arc dead, they shall not 
live ; they are deceased, they 
shall not rise.—Is' xxvi. 14.

“ T H E  EARTH W ILL B E  DE
STROYED."

The earth also, and the works 
that are therein, shall ha burned 
up.—2 Peter iii. 10.

“ ANGER IS  APPROVED.”
Be ye angry, and sin not.— 

Eph. iv. 26.
And when Ho- (Jesus) hail 

looked nbout on them with 
anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their henrts.—Mark 
iii. 6.

“ LYING IS  FORBIDDEN."
Thou shall not bear false wit

ness.— Ex. xx. 1 6 .
Lying lips are an abomination 

to the Lord.— Prov. xii. 22.
All liars shall have their part 

in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone.—Prov. xxi. 8.

“ KILLIN G 18 FORBIDDEN." 
Thou ehalt not kill.—Exodus 

xx. 1 8 .

“ BO BBER Y IS  FO BBID D EN ."
Thou shalt not defraud thy 

neighbour, neither rob him.—  
Lev. xxix. 13.

Thou shalt spit »tea!.—Exodus 
xx. 1 6 .
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eye shall have no p ity  upon 
them.—Deut. vii. 16.

Now go and smite Amalck, 
and utterly destroy all that they 
have, and spare them not, but 
slay both man and woman, in
fant and suckling.—I  Samuel 
xv. 2, 3.

Because they looked into the 
ark of the Lord (i.r., an old box) 
even He smote of the people fifty 
thousand and threescore and ten 
men.— 1 Sam. vi. 19.

“  GOD DOES TEM PT MAN.”
And it  came to pass after 

these things that God did tempt 
Abraham.—Gen. xxii. 1.

I  make peace and create evil. 
—Is. xlv. 7.

“ GOD L IES B Y  PROXY."
Anil if  the prophet be de

ceived when he hath spoken a 
thing, I  the Lord  have deceived 
that prophet.—Eex. xv. 19.

“  ANNIHILATION IS  NOT TH E 
LOT OF A LL."

The trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised.— 1 Cor. 
xv. 2 2 .

And many of them that sleep 
in the dust shall awake, some to 
evcrlnsting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting con
tempt.—Han. xii. 2 .

"A D U LT ER Y  IS  FORBIDDEN." 
Thou shalt not commit adul

tery.—E x. xx. 14.
1Vhorcmongcrs and adulterers 

God will judge.—Heb. xiii. 4.

“  HATRED TO KINDRED IS 
ENJOINED.

I f  any man come unto me, 
and hate not his fa ther and 
mother, anil wife, and children, 
and brothers, and sisters, yen, 
and his own life also he cannot 
be my disciple.—Luke xiv. 26.

A MAN MAY MARRY HIS 
BROTHER'S W IDOW."

I f  brethren dwell together, 
and one of them die, and have 
no child, the wife of the dead 
shall not marry without unto a 
stranger ; her husband's brother 
shall come in unto her, and take 
her to wife.— Deut. xxv. 6.

“ CHRIST WAS TEM PTED IN 
TH E W ILDERNESS."

Anil immediately (after 
Christ's baptism) the Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness. 
And he was there in the wilder
ness forty days, tempted of 
Satan.—Mark i. 12, 13.
“ CHRIST IS  EQUAL WITH GOD,"

“ ADULTERY IS  ALLOW ED."
Bu t all the wrynen-children 

that have not known a man by 
laying with him, keep afire fo r  
yourselves.—Hum. xxxi. 18.

And the persons (i.e., virgins) 
were sixteen thousand; of which 
the Lord’s tribute was thirty 
and two.—Num. xxxi. 40.

And the Lord said unto 
Hosea, go, take thee a  wife of 
whoredoms.— Hosea i. 2.

“ HATRED TO KINDRED IS  
CONDEMNED."

Honor thy fnthcr and mother. 
— Eph. vi. 2.

Husbands, love your wives ... 
. . .  for no man ever hated his 
own flesh.—Eph. v. 25-29.

Whosoever hateth h is brother 
is  a murderer.— 1 John iii. 5.
“ A MAN MAY NOT MRARY HIS 

BROTHER'S WIDOW.”
U a man shall take his bro

ther's wife, i t  is an unclean
thing........they shall be childless.
—Lev. xx. 21.

“ CHRIST WAS NOT TEM PTED 
IN TH E W ILD ERN ESS."

And the third  day (after 
Christ's baptism) there was a
marriage in Cana of Gallilee........
Both Jesus was called, anil his 
disciples, to the marriage.—  
John ii. 1, 2.

“ CHRIST IS  NOT EQUAL WITH 
GOD."

“ TH E EARTH W ILL NOT BE 
DESTROYED."

But the earth abideth for 
ever.— Eccles. i. 4.

Who laid the foundations of 
the earth that it should not be 
removed for ever.— Fa. civ. 5.

“ ANGER IS  NOT APPROVED."
B e not hasty in thy spirit to 

be angry, for anger resteth in  
the bosom o f fools.—Eccles vii. 9.

Make no friendship with an 
angry man.—Prov. xx. 24.

“ LYING IS  APPROVED AND 
SANCTIONED."

And the woman (Rahab) took 
the two men and hiil them, nnd 
said th u s: There came men 
unto me, but I  wist not whence 
they were ; nnd i t  came to pass 
about the time of the shutting 
of the gate, when it  was dark, 
that the men went o u t; whither 
the men went I  know not; pursue 
after them quickly, for ye shall 
overtake them. Bu t she had 
brought them up to the roof of 
the house, and hid them with the 
stalks of fla x .—Josh. ii. 4-6.

Was not Rahab the harlot 
justified by works when she re
ceived the messengers and had 
sent them out another way.^- 
Ja s . ii. 25. Ex. i. 18-20., nnd 1 
Kings xxii. 21, 22.

“  KILLING IS  COMMANDED."
Thus saith the Lord God of 

Israe l: Put every man his sword 
by his side, and go in  and out 
from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his 
companion, and eiery man his 
neighbour.—E x. xxxii. 27.

“ RO BBERY IS  COMMANDED."
When ye go ye shall not go 

empty ; but every woman shall 
borrow of her neighbour, and of 
her that sojoumeth in  her house, 
jew els of silver and jewels of 
gold, nnd raim ent! nnd ye shall 
put them upon your sons, and 
upon your daughters, nnd ye 
shall spoil the Egyptians.—E x /  
in . 21, 22. |

I  and my Father are one.— 
John x . 30.
“ JE SU S WAS ALL-POW ERFU L."

All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.—Matthew 
xxviii. 18.

My Father is greater than I. 
—John xiv. 28.
“ JE S U S  WAS NOT ALL-POW ER

F U L .”
And he could there do no 

mighty work, save that he laid 
his hands on a  few sick folk, nnd 
healed them.—Mark vi. 5.

“ TH E FATHER OF JO SEPH , 
MARY'S HUSBAND, WAS 

JACOB.
And Jacob begat Joseph, the 

husband of Maty, of whom was 
bom Jesus.—M att. i. 16.

There were fourteon genera
tions from the Babylonish cap
tivity to Christ.—M att. i. 17.

Jehoiachim was eiyAfeenJyeara 
old when he began to reign.— 
2 Kings xxiv. 8.

Ahaziali was twenty-two 
years old when he begnn to 
reign.—2 Kings viii. 26.

Jehoahaz was Jchornm’s 
youngest son.—2 Chron. xxi. 17.
“ THROUGH ADAM SIN CAME 

INTO T H E  WORLD."
F o r since by man came death, 

by man came alBO the resurrec
tion of the dead. For ns in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.—I  Cor. 
xv. 2 1 , 2 2 .

“ T H E  FA TH ER O F M ARY'S 
HUSBAND W AS H E L I."

Being the son of Joseph 
which was the son of Heli.— 
Luke iii. xxiii.

There were but thirteen gene
rations from the Babylonish 
captivity to Christ :—And after 
they were brought to Babylon,
Jechoniaa begat Salathicl........
Zerobobel........Abind...... Eliakim
......... Azor........Sadoc...........Achim
........... Elihud........Eleazar..............
M atthau.......Jacob.........Joseph,
the husband of Mary, of whom 
was bom Jesus (13.— Matthew 
i. 12-16.

Jehoiachim was but eight 
years old when he began to 
reign.—2 Chron. xxxvi. 9.

Ahazinh was forty-two years 
old when he began to reign.—2 
Chron. xxii. 2,

Ahazinh was Jehoram's
youngest son.—2 Chron. xxii. 2. 
“  SIN  DID  NOT COME INTO TH E

WORLD THROUGH ADAM.”
If  I  had not come and spoken 

unto them, they had not had sin:. 
but now they have no cloak for 
their sin I—John, xv. 22.

Forty and two years old wasAhaziah when he began to reign.— 
2 Chron. xxii. 2. As Jehoram (his father) was crowned a t thirty- 
two, and only reigned eight years when he died (2  Chron. xxi. 20), 
yet Ahazinh, who immediately succeeded him, was forty-two. 
Strange record I youngest son two years older than his fa th er l 

I t  would bo easy to given  long liB tof discrepancies clear and 
unmistakeable as the foregoing, but enough have been quoted to 
convince any truly candid enquirer th a t the book is neither infal
lible nor plenarily inspired. I f  i t  be asked what good or useful 
purpose con possibly be served by destroying our faith  in the 
supernatural origin and divine authenticity of the Bible, we roply 
that Truth is  better than error; that truth brings blessings in its 
train, but error e v il; th at *God being a God of truth, a ll truth 
must be God's truth, and therefore, notwithstanding th a t the Bible 
is a human fallible production, yet the truths which i t  contains 
are ju st as much God's truths as if  the Bible had been miracu
lously inspired. A true and common-sense opinion of the Bible
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not ¿ ep] ivc us of a single advantage th at the Bible can con fer; 

h it  i t  assuredly will prevent a host of evils which naturally flows 
from the mischievous dogma, that the Bible is necessarily of divine 
" V ; n _ a dogma which has brought untold misery upon coujit- 

millions of God’s children. Look 1 what a dark, sad page is 
that in history, which shows us that because this so-called inspired 
hook taught that a witch ought not to live, some hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people were burned a t the stake; on the 
foolish charge of w itch craft; and that, as this book declares, that 
unbelievers should be punished now, and damned hereafter, 
mvriads of the 'earth's best men and women have been tortured, 
an,l butchered in cold blood. Certainly, had not the Bible coun
tenanced the ridiculous idea of witchcraft, and the equally absurd 
notion that there can be any saving merit in mere belief, the 
history of Christianity would not be marred with so many foul 
and ineffaceable blots. Wars, murders, blasted hearts, and homes. 
These are the fruits of a  slavish and superstitious belief in the 
divine origin and infallibility of the Bible I Men frequently tell 
ub that unless we accept the Bible as a  whole, we must re ject it 
altogether. As well might they tell us to throw away a whole 
basket of fruit because it  contained a few unripe berries ; or to 
discard the newspaper, because i t  sometimes contains inaccurate 
or garbled statements. Indeed, i t  would be quite as pertinent to 
ask, “ Do you believe the newspaper ?" as it  is to ask, “ Do you 
believe the Bible 1" for in both cases the reply ought to be, “ Your 
inquiry is indefinite. To which particular article or passage do 
you refer ? Both the B ible and newspapers are the collections of 
miscellaneous and disconnected records, some of which may be 
true, others doubtful, and some plainly false and unreliable. In 
conclusion, the Bible contains much th a t is  good, true, and beau
tiful, and this we accept with gladness ; but it  also teachcth the 
heathenish and baneful doctrines of “ The Fall of Man,” “ The 
existence of witches and wizards," “ The partial favouritism of 
God for certain men and certain nations.” “ The satisfaction of 
absolute justice by  means of an unjust atonem ent” “ Vicarious 
suffering." “ Imputed righteousness.”  “ Predestination to  hap- 
piness or perdition of human souls, which, like clay in the hands 
of the potter, are moulded a t  will to vessels of honour or dis
honour.” And so-called orthodox Christians assure us tliat i t  
also teaches the doctrines of “ A personal devil," and “ An endless 
hell." On all these barbarous doctrines wc look with pain and 
disgust, anil believe it  to be a foul calumny against the divine 
being to ascribe them to him. L e t us no longer then submit to 
swallow the chaff with the w h eat; but let us fearlessly “ Prove 
all things, and hold fast th at which is good for—

“ By education most have been m isled;
So they believe, because they so were bred ;
The priest continues w hat the nurse began,
And thus the child imposes on the man."

—DltYDEN.

“ Proofs.—Not only the authenticity of the Bible, but its genu ifle
a m  could be established.............................The completeness of the
volume was equally remarkable........................................I t  was mar
vellous in  its variety of writing—history, poetry, biography, ele
gies, morals, iso.,—and was suited to all classes and conditions of 
men, from the king to  the beggar. I t  was unique in its represen
tations of God and man, and was perfectly consistent all through." 
—Lecture upon the authenticity of the Bible, by the Lord Bishop 
of Melbourne.—Mount Alexander Mail, October 17, 1870.

“ But, he would nsk, what if  the enemies of the Bible take that 
book from ns, will they give us in the place of it  ? W hat will 
supply the tremendous deficiency the loss of that book will cause ? 
To take that book from us would be like taking a plank from a 
man in the deep sea. We should sink, and nothing could save us." 
—The Rev. E . Day (Congregational).— Castlemaine Represen
tative.

“ Wc inust construct bur creed and arrange our system out.of the
Bihle........................... The Word of God, which liveth and abideth
.for ever.”—The Bev. Thomas JamcsJ(W esleyan).—Adelaide Even
ing Journal, May 30, 1170. r

“ Foarlessly he declared his belief th at all scriptures were 
divinely inspired."—The Rev. Ja s . Nish (Presbyterian).—Bendigo 
Independent, Ju ly  14, 1870.

“ The Bible is a  book composed of sixty-six different portions, 
written, by a t least forty human authors, and extending in its 
composition over a  period of sixteen hundred years, nnd yet, one
voice speaks throughout its pages.................................. Such a  unity
pervading any body o f literature is wholly unparalleled. . . .

• . . . , No product of human reason can present a similar 
phenomenon, nnd the only rational explanation is that, in very 
tfkth; holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost . . . . . .  We nowpossessGod’s word w ritten; our
concern a t  present is  not with the mode of composition, but with 
the booh, as it  exists."—I1. Unity, Credibility, and Authority of the 
Bible.” B y the Rev. A. R . B . M'Cay, teacher of theology, &c. 
Published a t  Castlemaine.

“ There aro times, however, when the ministers and stewards of 
the mysteries of »God must not keep silence when they must be 
ready, with all faithful diligence, to  banish and drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrines, contrary to Ood's Word. Such 
doctrines are proclaimed nmongst us now."*—Ven. Archdeacon 
Crawford.— Castlemaine Representative, May 30, 1870.

w * TIio Vcn. Archdeacon Orawiord, a t  morning corvloo on Sunday last, read a 
l ° S i  h,° had received from his Lordship Dr. Perry, Bishop of Molbonrnc, request- 

he would hold a  service on Thursday next, for the purpose Of returning 
■ fX “ *0 G«d for a n tic ipa tin g  I tho deal re of his pcoplo for ra ln l—Jfotmf 
altxander Moil, 6th October, I860.

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM ?

S p i b i t u  a l i s m  is the essence of God, cemented and bound 
together through the bonds of purity and love, and leads 
to a perfect obedience to the laws of nature physically, 
intellectually, and spiritually, which are applicable to all 
the variations to which humanity is subject, and through 
which is created the kingdom of heaven within ; when 
that peace which passeth all understanding reigns 
supremo, and good-will towards all men becomes per
ceptible through the actions of the creature who is in 
possession of such a treasure. Reason is the great 
regulator and plane by which progression is achieved, 
and is the true saviour from vice and wickedness. 
Thought is the handmaiden to Reason and those two 
work together harmoniously, in accordance with nature's 
laws. Consciousness of a union with the Spirit-world 
dawns with the unfolding of the Being, and gradually 
opens up to the earnest searcher after truth -  the 
workings of tho laws of the Universe. None can truly 
realize the holy communion of saints except those who 
are walking in the spirit or the love of God; to the 
enlightened mind, such a communion is divine in its 
origin, sublime in its conceptions, and is characterized 
by harmony and peace, creating a child-like humility 
and a perfect obedience to the voice of conscience, which, 
though small and feeble, is all-powerful for good when 
thoroughly awakened, and forms a connecting link with 
those loved ones who have gone before us to the realms 
of everlasting progression. Men only can be Baid to 
enjoy the works of their heavenly Father, and to hear 
their sweet anthems of praise, when the spiritual becomes 
developed in their being and God reigns in their heart 
as king. When the material in man’s nature becomes 
the servant of the spiritual then he is enabled to look 
within his shell, and to behold the boundless love, 
flowing like living streams from the bosom of tho Great 
Creator, in this sending forth those who have gone before 
us to guard our footsteps and to guide us into tho paths 
of truth and holiness. Babes ye are, not able to rise 
out of your couch without the aid of your guardian 
angels.

M. T. J.

MRS. BAMFORD’S VISIT.
An  impetus has been given to the Spiritual movement 
in Melb ourne, by the recent visit of Mrs. Bamford of 
Castlemaine, to the metropolis; during her short stay 
here she attended several private seances, and one 
larger meeting, where, upwards of fifty persons were 
present. She was powerfully controlled by tho Spirit 
of Dr. Blliotson, and his deliueatious of the characters 
and mediumistic capacities of some of tho audience were 
veij striking, and gave general satisfaction. Several 
Spirits of the relatives of those present manifested them
selves tlirough her, and produced a profound impression. 
An account of ono of tho seances by a gentleman

{resent, appears in our columns, and we think will 
e read with interest by those who have not been so 

fortunate as to witness this phase of mediumship.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

We have received several letters, commendatory and com
plimentary in reference to the H arbinger. I t  is gratify
ing to know that our offorts to produce an interesting and 
instructive paper, are appreciated ; but it would be still 
more so if our Friends would exertjthemselves to increase 
our subscription list by bringing the paper under the 
notice of their friends and acquaintances, or recommend
ing us agents for the sale of the H arbin ger in districts 
where there is a probability of demand. Persons requir
ing copies for gratuitous distribution will be supplied at  

wholesale price.
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MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS
Devoted to Spiritualism, &c., on sale at 

W. H. TERRY’S Book Depot, 96 Russell St., Melbourne

SPBCXAX. A D V E R T IS E M E N T .
QPIRITUAL1STS who feel an interest in the procreas
0  of the Cause, are informed th at a Private Association of such 
has recently been formed in Melbourne, for the purpose of dissem’ 
mating Spiritual knowledge, and bringing together the hitherto 
isolated members of the Victorian Spiritual-Brotherhood. The 
co-operation of all friends of Spiritual progress is invited. Full 
information on application to the Secretary Mr. W. H. Terry 
96 Russell Street. No names published or mentioned without 
authority.

H uman N a tu r e . A  M onthly  M agazine.
The Philosophic and Scientific cnnractcr of this Journal, and 

tho marked originality of thought displayed by its chief contribu
tors have given it  a standing throughout the world. I t  is eminently 
unscctarinn, and free from crcedal bias, its object apparently 
being the discovery of truth. Pric e  10d., 9s. per annum.
T h e  S p ir it u a l  M agazine. A London Monthly, devoted 

chiefly to Spiritualism. __
TIliB is tho oldest English M ngazine'nnil'ihe original organ of 

Spiritualism in England. Price 10(K, is . pervh^puni.
T u e  M ed iu m  and D A vn id ^ jf’/ A 'l^ d d o n  W eeky

Paper. Mail copies pric^Sd., Ship $£tb, 2d.
This is an excellent paper, keeping' trjc reader w£p posted up in 

all the Spiritual News. \(!V\ \ rf,\

T h e  ( L ondon)  S p ir it u a l is t . V-'A Monthlj^per, con 
taining interesting matter. V ̂ rico 6d. j 

T i ie  B anner of L ig h t . The lea.dfngAiiieHfoan Spirit 
ual Paper, contains 40 coluihiA‘i'of -well written 
Articles; Lectures, Pacts, Experiences, and general 
interesting matter. Weekly 6d., per anm. 25s.

T h e  R e l ig io -P h ilosophical J ournal. Published at 
Chicago, U.S. Weekly 6d.

T h e  R e v u e  S p ir i t s . P a ris  M on th ly . Is . 6d.

R e v u e  S p ir it u a l is t e . Paris Monthly. Is. 6d.
N.B.—Back numbers of Banner of Light, 3d per copy.

CHEAP l  COMPREHENSIVE W O RKS ON SPIR ITU A LISM , & C .
TnE Sp ir it u e l l e : or directions in development. By 

Abby M. Laflin Perreo. Is.
D ea th  and t h e  A f t e r  L i f e . Three Lectures by A. J . 

Davis, together with A Voice from the Summer 
Land. Is. Gd., cloth 2s. Gd. Enlarged edition, with 
Five additional Lecturos, 2s. Gd. & 3s. Gd. 

S p ir it u a l is m  in  A m erica . By Epsilon. 3d.- 
TnE G ist  of S p ir it u a l is m . Six Lecturos by Warren 

Chase. 2s.
How and W h y  I  B ecame a S p ir it u a l is t . By W. A 

Danskin. 3s. Gd.
P latn G u id e  to S p ir it u a l is m . By Uriah Clark. 5s. 6d 
M odern S p ir it u a l  M a n ife st a t io n s : are they in ac

cordance with Reason and Past Revelation. Small 
8vo., G8 pages, Is.

T h e  M in is t r y  o p A n g e l s  R e a l iz e d . B y  A . E .  N ew  
ton. Is.

A  L e t t e r  to the Chcsnut Street Congregational 
Church, in reply to its charge of having became a 
reproach to the cause of truth, in consequence of 
change of religious belief. By J .  S. Adams. Is. 

W hat  is S p ir it u a l is m . A Lecture by T. G. Foster. Gd
P ro fesso r  H a r e ’s  L ec tu re  on S p ir it u a l is m , with 

illustrations. Is.
M ed iu m sh lp : its laws and conditions. By J . H. Powell 

Is.
H eaven  O p en e d : or Messages for the Bereaved from 

our little ones in Glory. Cloth, Is. 8d. Paper, Gd

M R S .  JA C K S O N ,  
T R A N C E  A Æ E 3 D I T T A A
T J  AS opened EVENING CLASSES or CIRCLES 

for assisting Ladies and Gentlemen, in the In
vestigation of Spiritualism.

Mrs. J . also gives Audience to Enquirers during the 
day. For particulars, apply to
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TH O M A S T A Y LO R ,

HA M,  B A C O N  A N D  C H E E S E  F A C T O R ,
83, SWANSTON STREET,

T V T  - F I  l a  B  O  X T  I X  3XT H  .

JUST RECEIVED, ex “Emma C. Beal,” from Boston,
. T h e  Y e a r  B ook o f  S p ir it u a l is m  fo r  1870. Cloth Cs. 6d. 

Paper, 4s. 6d.
T h e  Fountain, with Je ts  of New Meaning. By A. J .  Davis. 

4s. 6d.
Ar t if ic ia l  Somnam bulism . Dr. Fahnestock. 6s. 6d. 
B eyond t h e  B r e a k e r s . R. D. Owen. 8s. Gd.
Apo stles. By  Ernest Renan. 7s. 6(1.
V esta ges o f  Crea tio n . 3s. 6d.
Pa in e 's  Ao e  o f  R eason. 2s . 6d.

Do. T heological Wo rk s . 8 s . Gd.
B o v ee  Don’s L ec tu res  on Me sm e r ism . 2s.
Stu den ts '  Manual o f  Med ic a l  E l e c t r ic it y . 8s. 6d. 
T h e  Pro g ress o f  R e lig io u s  I dea s throu gh  S uccessive 

Ages. By L . M. Child. 3 vols., 30s. &c, Sec.

W. H. T e r r y , 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

S  3E3 " W  I K T G  J V T  A . O  E C  I W E B .

REDUCED PRICES.

S I N G E B ’ S
NEW  N O ISELESS

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
T h e  B e s t  i n  the W orld ,

At * *  •'
G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S T A N F O R D  & CO.,
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREET,

MELBOURNE.

B O O K S  ON P H Y S IO L O G Y , 4.0.

S exology, as t h e  Ph ilo so ph y  o p  L i f e . W illard. 8b. 6d. 
S e x u a l  P hysiology. Dr. Trail. 5s. Gd.
Ph ysica l  P erfectio n . Jaqucs. 7s. Gd.
Ma r r a ig b  and it s  V iolations. Dr. E llis. 6s.
T h e  Mental  Cu re . Evans. 6s. 6d.
T h e  Hera ld  o f  H ea lth . Per vol., Is , Gd.
T h e  E m p ir e  o f  t h e  Mo th er . H . C. W right. 4s.

W . H . T E R R Y ,  9 0  R u sse ll S tre e t , M elbourne.

W. H. TER, E/Y,
IM PORTER OF

S P IR IT U A L  A N D  PR OGRESSIVE L ITE R A TU R E ,
9G, RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE,

HAS ON SALE, all th e  b est and la te s t  works on 
Spiritualism, kc. Magazines, Newspapers, English and 

American; also, Planchettes Mediascopcs, and all other necessary 
appliances for the use of Circles.

P la n ch ettes  from  2s. P ostag e  4d.
The new improved Planchettes, with Magnetic Reservoir mado under 

Spiritual instruction, 4s. mid Es.
Catalogues sen t on application.

“ H A R B I N G E R  OF L I G H T ,”
A NEW MONTHLY JO U RN A L,

P r ic e  Gd.; S u b sc r ip t io n , Gs . per annum, payable in 
advance. Country, Gs.

W. H . T E R R Y ,  9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t , M e l b o u r n e .
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