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I n our la s t we ad m in is te re d  a  m ild re b u k e  to  th e  M e l­

bourne S p ectato r, fo r  its  m iss ta te m e n ts  in r e g a rd  to  M r. 

Peebles and th e  ca u se  he ad v o ca te s , b u t th e  sp e cta c le  

o f  th e  la rg e  and in te llig e n t a u d ito rie s  w hich his le c tu re s  

continued to  a t t r a c t ,  an d  th e  k n ow led ge o f  th e  m oral 

influence e x e r te d  b y th e m  h as raised  th e  ire  o f  th e  ed ito r, 

and cau sed  him  to  ig n o re  o u r  kin d ly  ad m o n itio n , th e  r e ­

su lt being th e  p u b lica tio n , in  th e  issu e  o f  A p ril 7 th , o f  

half-a-colum n o f  a b u se  a n d  m isre p re se n ta tio n . “  T he  

revolting u t te r a n c e s  o f  M r . P e e b le s ,”  as  th e  S p ectato r  is 

pleased to  ca ll th e m , h av e  b een  listen ed  to  by aud ien ces  

o f  ab o u t tw o th ou san d  p eo p le , w ith o u t a n y  sign s o f  dis­

pleasure, a n d  m a n y  h a v e  re tu rn e d  ag ain  and ag ain  to  

listen to  th e m .”  T h is m u st be a  sad, o r  a t  le a s t  a n  irri­

tatin g  sp e cta c le  f o r  th e  S p ecta to r, in d icatin g , as  i t  does, 

th e  la x  hold w hich th e  d o gm as o f  th e  C h u rch es  h av e  on  

th e  m inds of th e  p eo p le . I t  is  th e  re v o lt o f  reason  

ag ain st th e  p e rs is te n t u t te r a n c e  o f  irra tio n a l creed s  and  

dogm as th a t  cau ses  th o u g h tfu l m en  to  leav e  th e  C h u rch es  

and seek elsew h ere a  p ab u lu m  for th e ir  re lig io u s re q u ire ­

m ents. W h a t  m o re  re v o ltin g  to  th e  ra tio n a l m ind th an  

the idea o f th e  g r e a t  o r ig in a to r  nnd su s ta in e r  o f  a ll th e  

vast system s o f  w orld s w hich w e beh old a ro u n d  us being  

dandled in a  w o m an 's  a rm s , s p a t  up on  an d  m a ltre a te d  

by th e  m o st in sig n ifican t o f  his c re a tu r e s , an d  d riv en  in 

pain and an g u ish  fro m  h is e a r th ly  ta b e rn a cle  ? W h a t  

m ore revoltin g  th a n  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  vicariou s a to n e m e n t?  

I s  th e re  a  j u s t  m an  on  e a r th  w ho w ould a c ce p t i t  in  p rac­

tice  ? I f  an y  e a r th ly  p o te n ta te ’s  law s h ad been violated  

by a n  u n ru ly  se ctio n  o f  h is  p eo p le , an d  th e  crim in als  

condem ned to  p u n ish m en t, w ould an y  b u t a  savage a c ce p t  

th e  su b stitu tio n  o f  o n e  o f  th e  b est and m ost in n o ce n t o f  

m eu fo r  th e m , o r  b e  ap p eased  by th e  v o lu n ta ry  subm is­

sion  o f  h is  son to  b e  m u rd ered  a t  th e ir  han ds ?  W h a t  

m ore re v o ltin g  th a n  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  ju stifica tio n  b y  faith

— th a t  a  m an whose w hole m oral n a tu r e  has been w arped  

and soul dark en ed  by a  life o f  w ron g-d oin g should, by  

th e  p sych ological influence o f  a  p rie s t w ork ing upon his 

h o p es and fears, be tran sform ed  in a  few s h o rt  h o u rs into  

a  fit asso cia te  for th e  angels in heaven ! W h a t  m o re  revolt­

i n g ^  ou r sen se o f  ju stice , and ou r con cep tion  o f  a  loving  

G od , th an  th e  id ea  o f  e te rn a l to rm e n t as  pu n ish m en t to r  

aifiiw s h o rt  y e a rs  o f  folly , o r  still m ore so for th e  non- 

a cce p ta n ce  o f  th e  o th e r  dogm as w e have referred  to  ? 

W e  re s p e c t th e  re lig io u s beliefs o f  o th ers, so lo n g  as  

th e y  a re  s in cere  and co n sis te n t in th em  ; b u t w hen a  

C h ristian  ( ? )  m in ister, (a s  w e u n derstand th e  ed itor  

to  b e) a m id st a  t 's su e  o f  m isrep resen tation s, ch a ra c ­

te rise s  a  ra tio n a l con sid eration  o f  th e  S crip tu re s , o r  

o f  C h ristian ity , ns rev o ltin g , a n  exp o su re  o f  the  

a b su rd ities  o f  th e  sy stem  he upholds.js called for.

W esley an ism , like C h ristian ity , has d egen erated  m uch  

s in ce  its  fou n d ation . H o n e s t Jo h n  W e s le y  was a  p ractica l  

C h ristian  and S p iritu a lis t, in a  serm on , en titled  “ M inis­

te r in g  A n g e ls ,’y j e  d istin ctly  avow s his b elief th a t  th e  

sp irits  o f  o u r  d e a r frien d s and relativ es  a re  o ften  n e a r  

u s, in te re s te d  in ou r w elfare , an d 'd o in g  all th e y  can  to  

influence us for g o o d ; y e t  his professed follow ers ig n ore  

and rid icu le  th is  con solin g belief, p referrin g  th e  le tte r  

to  th e  sp irit, th e  hu sk to  th e  k ern el. W h o  a re  re sp o n ­

sible fo r  th is  s ta te  o f  th in g s b u t th e  exp o u n d ers o f  W e s ­

ley an ism ?— th e  m em bers o f  tho C h u rch  im bibe th e ir  ideas 

from  th em , and believe th ey  aip  b ein g  ta u g h t th e  religion  

o f  C h ris t as expoun ded by J o h n  W e sle y , b u t in th is th ey  

a r e  m u ch  m istak en . W e sle y  w as a n  e a rn e s t, unselfish  

a p o s t le ;  his follow ers w ere  a  hum ble people, a n d  suffered  

p ersecu tio n  fo r  th e ir  b e lie f ; b u t w ith in crease  o f  n u m ­

b ers and pow er th e  unselfishness and hu m ility o f  p rie s t  

a n d  follow ers have passed aw ay — prid e a n d  a  sp ir it o f  

p ersecu tio n  tak in g  th e ir  place.

I t  is ra th e r  u n fo rtu n ate  fo r  th e  S p ecta to r  to  be  

obliged to  fall back up on  n o ted  M a te ria lis ts  in  

su p p o rt o f  th e  n o n -sp iritu al o rig in  o f  sp iritu alistic  

phenom ena. W e  w ould ask  i f  its  e d ito r  believes  

th e  s ta tem en ts  o f  J o h n  W e s le y  a n d  his fam ily  

co n cern in g  th e  p h ysical m an ifestatio n s w hich lo r  a  long  

tim e  disturbed th e m ;  and if  so , does he a ttr ib u te  th em  

to  tr ic k e ry  o r  delusion ?— and how lo n g  w ill he an d  his 

kind ignore th e  o ft-rep eated  a sse rtio n  th a t  S p iritu alists
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do n o t believe in m iracles, b u t a ttr ib u te  th e  variou s  

m anifestations to  n atu ra l laws, som e o f  which a re  as  y e t  

im p erfectly  understood— it  is  he who assu m es th a t  th e  

levitations o f  M r. H o m e o r M rs. G u p p y a r e  m iracu lou s, 
and in con trav en tion  o f n a tu ra l law . I s  i t  a  C h ristian  

sp irit which prom pts him to  p e rs is t in callin g  M r . Peeb les  

th e  “ S eer o f  th e  ages,”  o r  a  disengenuous device to  b rin g  

th a t gen tlem an  in to  c o n te m p t?  T h e  anim u s show n in 

his w ritings ab o u t S p iritu alism  will in d icate  th e  answ er. 

W h en  will th ese  C hristian s learn  to le ra tio n  ? — w hen will 

tlioy becom e th e  follow ers o f  th e  m eek and low ly J e s u s ,  

exhibiting th e  C h ris t sp irit in th e ir  w ords and actio n s ? 

W o  a re  n o t icon oclasts , b u t realise  m ore th an  e v er th e  

n ecessity  o f  such to  break dow n and c le a r  aw ay th e  

an g u lar s tru c tu re s  w ith which th e  religions o f  th e  day 

a re  encom passed, and th ereb y  leave th e  w ay c le a r e r  for 

th e  erectio n  o f a m ore harm onious edifice.

Com m unications f o r  insertion in  this J o u r n a l  sh o u ld  he 
p la in ly  w ritten, a n d  as concise as possible.

----------- :0 :------------
P R O F E S S I O N A L  M E D I U M S I I I P .

T o  t i i e  E d it o r  o f  t h e  H a r b in g e r  o f  L ig h t .

S i r ,— T h e  possession o f  th e  g ift o f  m edium ship on  the  
p a rt o f n u m b ers o f  m en and w om en, w hen e x e rcise d  in 
a  professional m anner, seem s to  en tail up on  its  ow ners  
a  life o f suspicion, calum ny, tria l and suffering. E s p e ­
cially  is this th e  case  if th e  m edium s a r e  rea lly  honest. 
T h e  oftentim es s tra n g e  and fitful c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  p h e­
nom ena, caused by th e  p resen ce  o f  repulsive, su spicious  
persons a t  th e  seances, o r  by ad v erse  clim atic  influences, 
illness, o r  m en tal d o ran gem en ts o f  th e  m edium s them - 
selveB, all tend to  prod u ce m an ifestatio n s o f  a  very  u n ­
convincin g kind, and to  p lace th ese u n fo rtu n ate  p ersons  
in th e  pow er and a t  th e  m ercy  o f  th e ir  ig n o ran t p erse­
cu to rs  and calu m n iators. So in tim ately  asso ciated  with 
th e  m edium s a re  th e  phenom ena th a t  i t  is often  difficult, 
even for experien ced  in vestig ators to  se p a ra te  th em . A  
know ledge o f th is fa ct , and o f  th e  law s affectin g the  
m anifestations, o u g h t to  teach  all sp iritu alists  th e  n e ce s ­
sity  and p rop riety  o f  d iscou rag in g  th e  in tro d u ctio n  in to  
th e  A u stralian  colonies o f  paid m edium s, e x ce p tin g  for 
th e  purpose o f th e  healing o f  d iseases. M edium ship  
should be held as  a  sacred  th in g , and o u g h t n o t to  be 
m ade a  show o f  fo r  gain . T h e  tem p tatio n  held o u t to  
dish on est persons to  p ra c tic e  upon th e  cre d u lity  o f  th e  
public b y m aking m erchan dize o f  th e ir  gift is very  g re a t, 
and to  persons o f  a sensitive c h a r a c te r — su ch  as m edium s  
usu ally a re — often  becom es irresistib le . T h e re  a re  
nu m erou s illu stration s o f th e  tru th  o f  th is sta tem en t. 
T a k e  th e  cases  o f  G ord on o f A m erica , and B u g u e t o f  
P a ris . A nd, if  we a re  to  believe M r . K e lle r  o f  th e  R oyal 
Illu sion ists, w e m ay add th e  D av en p o rt B ro th e rs  to  th e  
lis t. T h e  pow er is know n to  be lim ited  in i ts  d u ration  
and sco p e  in a lm o st every  m edium , and ca n n o t alw ays, 
u n d er th e  m o st favorable circu m stan ces , be depended  
upon. H e n ce  th e  tem p tation  to  sup p lem en t i t  w ith  
trick e ry . N o  d o u b t i t  is a  v e ry  dish on est and wicked  
th in g  to  do, UDd persons g u ilty  o f  i t  a re  u n w orth y  o f  
re g a rd  and should be severely p u n ish ed ; b u t i t  is a  fa c t  
th a t  i t  is done (fo r  hum an n atu re  m u st lu s t  a f te r  m o n e y ), 
an d  so, as  i t  b rin g s rep roach  and sham e upon all co n ­
n e cte d  w ith o u r  in fan t cause, i t  ap p ears to  m e th a t th e  
on ly  w ay to  p re v e n t such a n  undesirable s ta te  o f  th ings  
from  grow in g up am on g st us is  to  Bet o u r  faces  ag ain st  
a ll paid m edium ship. ' I n  sayin g th is, I  do n o t fo r  a  
m o m en t m ean to  ca s t  a  d o u b t on th e  h o n or o f  hundreds  
o f  th ese  m edium s in th o se  co u n tries  w h ere th e y  a r e  e s ta ­
blished , b u t  to  g u ard  o u r  young co u n try  a g a in s t p er­
m ittin g  a n ew  vested  in te re s t to  becom e th e  lead er o f  
o u r  sp iritu alistic  m ovem ent which w ould, in  to o  m any  
in stan ces , b u t p rov e a  sn are  in i ts  p ath . I  m o st re sp e ct­
fu lly  su b m it th a t  th e re  is  n o n ecessity  fo r  su ch  m edium s  
a t  a ll. I n  hu n d red s o f  fam ilies th e re  a re  m an y  o f  th e ir

m em b ers who a r e  m edium s, an d  th e  tr u th  o f  spiritualism  
can  be p ro v ed  w ithin th e ir  ow n h o u seh o ld s. I t  ap p ears  
to  m e , T h erefore, th a t  i t  w ould  b e  w ell f o r  a ll tr u e  spiri. 
tu a lis ts  in  th e se  colon ies to  d isco u n ten an ce  professional 
m edium s. A ll  p erson s w ho a re  r e a lly  d esirou s ot inquir­
in g  in to  sp iritu alism  c a n  do so  in  th e ir  ow n o r their  
n eig h b o r’s  fam ily  ; and th e  p h en o m en a evoked u n d er  
su ch  c ircu m sta n ce s  a re  fa r  m ore^likely to  con v in ce them  
th a n  th o se  ob tain ed  th ro u g h  a  p rofession al m edium  a t  a  
g u in ea  a -h ead . I f  V ic to ria n  sp ir itu a lis ts  w ould adopt 
th is co u rse  a t  on ce, th e y  w ould be ta k in g  up a  strong  
p osition , and p lacin g  a  p ow erfu l b a r r ie r  in th e  w ay o f  
all ch a rla ta n s  u sin g  th e  m o v em en t f o r  low  and selfish 
p u rp oses. T h e ir  m edium s, to o , b ein g  a ll p riv a te  ones, 
w ould e sca p e  th e  in ju stice  a n d  c r u e lty  o f  p olice and’ 
o th e r  p rosecu tion s, an d  th u s  th e  ca u se  be saved  from  the  
a r ts  o f  th e  co n ju ro r  on th e  o n e  h an d , and th e  buffoonery 
o f  p e tty  p en n y -a -lin ers  o f  th e  p re ss  and th e  s ta g e  on the  
o th e r. T h ese  few  th o u g h ts  h av e  b een  ca lled  fo rth  from  
m e th ro u g h  th e  la te  p ro se cu tio n s  o f  m ed iu m s in E n g ­
lan d . I  c a n n o t b u t  la m e n t th e  g r e a t  tro u b le  a n d  expense  
to  which ou r E n g lish  and A m e rica n  b re th re n  have been 
p u t to  by th ese  tria ls . E s p e cia lly  has th is  b een  m ade evi­
d e n t in th e  case  o f  D r . S lad e , w h ose c h a r a c te r  for probity  
is well know n, b u t w ho, a t  th e  in sta n ce  o f  tw o scientific  
noodles, h as  h ad to  u n d erg o  th e  u n m erited  rep ro ach  of 
a  public tr ia l, and bo b ran d ed  in th e  C h ris tia n  and secular  
p ress  as  an  im p o sto r, th o u g h  his in n o ce n ce  h as  been 
established b y p erso n s o f  th e  h ig h e s t p o sitio n s in the  
lan d . O f  D r . M o n ck , th e  E n g lish  m ed iu m , I  do not 
know  so m u ch  ; b u t th e  c h a n ce s  a r e  th a t  h e , to o , is an  
in n o ce n t m an  sacrificed  to  th e  b ig o try  and ig n o ran ce  o f  
his p e rse cu to rs  and ju d g e s . In -h is  c a se  X w ould n o t be 
a t  all su rp rised  if  i t  be t r u e  w h a t h is frien d s have re- 

o rte d  o f  his m edium ship— sh ou ld  his sp irit-frien d s open 
is prison  d oors fo r  him  as  th e y  did in th e  c a se  o f  P e te r. 

I f  so , w h at th e n ?  W o u ld  th e  h u m an  an im als who have 
con d em n ed  him  believe ? — I t  is n o t in th e m , th e y  being  
w ith o u t an y  sp iritu al kn ow ledge, an d  livin g on ly  for this 
life. I  say  i t  is  w ron g to  s u b je c t a n y  o f  o u r  mediums 
to  such a  life. H erd in g  w ith crim in als  is no place for 
th em . I t  a p p ears  to  m e, th e re fo re , t h a t  o u r  d oors should 
be closed  a g a in st su ch  a  p rofession , a n d  th a t  w e, one and 
all, sh ou ld  c a rry  on  o u r  in v estig a tio n s b y th e  aid o f un­
p rofessional and p riv a te  m ed iu m s. W e r e  th is  plan 
ad o p ted , sp iritu alism  w ould b e  p u rg ed  from  an atm os­
p h ere  o f  d o u b t and su sp icion , a n d  o u r  m ediu m s protected  
from  su ch  senseless a n d  a p p a re n tly  v in d ictiv e  p rosecu ­
tio n s as  th o se  w hich h av e  j u s t  cu lm in a te d  in th e  con­
d em n ation , I  fear, o f  m o re  th a n  o n e  in n o ce n t m an.

S an d h u rst, 4 th  A p ril, 1 8 7 7 . T II -E  C H A I R M A N .

M R , P E E B L E S — A  Q U E R Y .

T O  T H E  E D IT O n  O F T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .
S i r ,— A s by th e  tim e th is  is  p u blished M r. J .  M . Peebles 
will p rob ab ly  h a v e  a rriv e d  in  M elb o u rn e , p e rm it me, 
th ro u g h  y o u r  co lu m n s, to  ask  him  a  q u estion .

I n  his volum e o f  “ T ra v els  A r o u n d  th e  W o rld ,"  he seem s 
to  en d o rse  th e  B ib lica l a c c o u n t o f  th e  w alls o f  Jerich o , 
and sp eak s o f  th e  “  m ed iu m istic  ”  p r ie s ts  w ho circu m ­
am b u lated  th e  c ity . M a y  I  a sk  M r . P .  i f  h e  th ink s it 
w as ow ing to  th e ir  “ m ed iu m isticity  ” th a t  th o se  “ holy  
m en o f  old ” su cceed ed  in m ak in g  th e  w alls fall a t  the 
soun d o f th e ir  “ m e d iu m is tic ”  t r u m p e t s ? — o r  does he 
re g a rd  th e  S c r ip tu re  n a r r a tiv e  as  a  fiction  ?

H o p in g  for a  re p ly  from  o u r  a b le  le c tu r e r  in y o u r n e x t  
issue, I  re m a in  y o u rs  tr u ly ,

H o b a r t  T o w n , T asm au in . A M A D E U S .
[ a n s w e r .]

A s to  th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  th e  B ib lica l a c c o u n t above 
re fe rre d  to , I  n e ith e r  affirm n o r  d e n y .. T h e  B ib le , a  
co lle ctio n  o f  som e s ix ty -s ix  b o ok s, w ritte n  by different 
a u th o rs  d u rin g  lo n g  in te rv a ls  o f  t im e , m u st, like any  
o th e r  book, s tan d  o r  fall up on  its  in tr in s ic  m e rits . P e r­
son ally , I  am  a n  e a r n e s t b eliev er in th e  B ib le , believing  
its  h isto ry  to  b e  h is to r y ; i ts  p ro v e rb s  to  b e  p ro v erb s ; 
its  p salm s to  b e  p s a lm s ; its  p ro p h ecies  to  b e  prop hecies j  
its  p arab les  to  b e  p a r a b le s ; i ts  tr u th s  t o  be t r u t h s ; and 
i t s  e r ro rs  t o  be e rro rs . I f  th e  w alls  o f  J e r ic h o  fell, as 
d escrib ed , i t  is  th e  m o st ra tio n a l t o  co n clu d e  th a t the 
fo rce , th o u g h  sp iritu al, b elon g ed  to  th e  p lan e  o f  physical 
m edium ship. 1 J .  M . P-
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T H E  B I B L E  V E R S U S  P A G A N I S M .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OP EIGHT.
gI B __j  re a d  w ith  so m e d e g re e  o f  su rp rise  in th e  S p ec­

tator 'and M etho dist O h ro n iclt  o f  la s t  m on th , th a t  th e
g o ld e n  B u ie ,”  fe co rd e d  in th e  7 th  ch ap , o f  M atth ew , 

12 th verse, is  a  se n te n ce  ta k e n  fro m  th e  w ritin gs o f  Con­
fucius, th e  C h in ese  ap o stle . T h is g r e a t  and good man 
was co n tem p o rary  w ith  P y th a g o r a s , and S o cra tes , who  
lived ab o u t 5 6 0  y e a rs  b efore  th e  b irth  o f  C h ris t . T h u s, 
when E u ro p e a n s  w e re  b arb arian s, C h in a h ad been civi­
lised hu nd red s o f  y e a r s —o n e  o f  th eiren ey clo p ced ias  alone  
consisting o f  5 5 ,0 0 0  volu m es. T h e  w ritin g s  o f  th is  m an  
— regard ed b y  th e  C h in ese  a s  th e ir -B ib le — a r e  copied  
into ou r N ew  T e s ta m e n t, a n d  ca lled  b y m in isters o f  r e ­
ligion th e  W o rd  o f  G od .

Som e few y e a rs  a g o , a  re c ita tio n  from  S h ak esp eare  
was giveu by a  g e n tlem an  a t  a  W e s le y a n  soiree in this 
neighbourhood, w h ich  o u tra g e d  th e  feelin gs o f  m an y  o f  
th e  co n g reg atio n , who h ad  b een  ta u g h t in th e ir  Su nd ay  
Schools b y illite ra te  M e th o d ist te a c h e rs , all th a t  stand s  
printed in th e  B ib le , th e y  a re , w ith o u t a n y  discrim ination
o r  ju d gm en t, to  ca ll G o d ’s W o r d !

Y o u  m ay im ag in e  th e  su rp r is e  o f  th o se  w ho fe lt so  
offended on  th a t  o cca sio n , w h en  in form ed by a  “ C o n stan t  
R e a d e r”  (in  th e  M o u n t A le x a n d e r  M a il ) , o f  th e  A p ostle  
P au l’s q u otin g  p la y s , a n d  m ak in g  his q u o ta tio n s p a r t  and  
parcel o f  th o se  S c r ip tu re s  w h ich  th e y  fa n cy  w ere  a ll d ic­
ta ted  by G o d !

I n  L u k e ’s n a r r a tio n  o f  S a u l’s su d d en  co n v ersio n , in 
th e  A c ts  o f  th e  A p o stle s  (c h a p . 9 ,  ver. 5 ) ,  and also  in 
P au l's  d efence b e fo re  A g rip p a  (c h a p . 2 6 ,  v e r . 1 4 )  stand s  
a  m ost e x p re ssiv e  s e n te n c e  w h ich  m ay be foun d in E s -  
cbylus, an d  in  E u rip id e s , an d  in  T e ra n ce — a n d  w h a t is 
m ore, th a t  c lassic  s e n te n c e  is  g iven  a s  p ro ceed in g  o u t o f  
th e  lips o f  J e s u s  h im self, ad d ressed  to  S au l, who w as  
exercisin g  his u tm o st h o s tili ty  a g a in s t th e  e a r ly  C h ris­
tian s— “ I t  is h a rd  fo r  th e e  to  k ick  a g a in s t th e  p rick s .”

P au l w as a  h ighly  e d u ca te d  m an , a n d  h e  scru p le d  n o t, 
after his co n v ersio n , to  in tro d u ce  in to  his w ritin g s  w ords  
and ph rases w h ich  he f e lt  to  b e  a p p ro p ria te  and e x p re s ­
sive, no m a tte r  w h ere  h e  h ad le a rn e d  th e m . T h u s  w e  
find him q u otin g  a  f ra g m e n t o f  M ean d er, th e  G recian  
com ic p oet, in th e  3 3 r d  v e rse  o f  1 5 th  c h a p te r  o f  his 1 s t  
E p istle  to  th e  C o rin th ia n s— “ E v il  co m m u n icatio n s c o r ­
ru p t good m a n n e rs .”  A n d  if  p r e a c h e rs  w e re  to  in tro ­
duce in to  th e ir  serm o n s  a  few  te llin g  passages from  ou r  
poets, th ey  m ig h t c o n v e r t  p a r t  o f  th e ir  ch o k in g  lo af  
o f  fossil saw d u st in to  th e  b re a d  o f  life. So m e p reach ers  
enliven, in v ig o ra te , o rn a m e n t th e ir  d isco u rses , w h eth er  
lectu res o r  serm o n s, w ith  e lu cid a to ry  an d  reco m m en d a­
to ry  e x tra c ts . T ru th  w ill n o t  be less a c ce p ta b le  fo r  be­
ing p resen ted  in a n  a g re e a b le  d ress. T a k e  D r. A dam  
C lark e as  an exam p le . H e  h as  en liven ed , and illu stra ted , 
and en rich ed  h is co m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  B ib le , w ith  n u m e­
rous q u otation s from  th e  p o e ts—-S h ak esp eare  b ein g  his 
favorite, from  w h ose p lay s  a r e  m an y b eau tifu l and ap p ro ­
priate passages. A n d  w hy sh ou ld  n o t  th e  c le rg y  o f  th e  
various ch u rch e s  o rn a m e n t a n d  enliven  th e ir  serm on s  
by f o l l o ^ i g  P a u l’s e x a m p le  in q u o tin g  h e a th e n  p o ets, 
and also  qioets o f  a n y  a g e  o r  n atio n .

T h a t th e  sy ste m  o f  m o rals  p rofessed  in th e  N ew  T e s ­
tam en t co n ta in ed  n o m axim  w hich h ad n o t  been previ­
ously en u n cia ted , an d  th a t  so m e o f  th e  m o st beau tiful 
passages in th e  A p o sto lic  w ritin g s  a r e  q u o tatio n s from  
P ag an  a u th o rs , is  w ell k n ow n  to  e v e ry  sch o la r . B u t  to  
a sse rt th a t  C h ris tia n ity  co m m u n ica ted  to  M an  m oral 
tru th s  previou sly  un k n ow n , a r g u e s , on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  
asse rte r , e ith e r  g ro s s  ig n o ra n c e , o r  e lse  w ilful fra u d .—  
B u ck le , vol. i . ,  p a g e  1 6 4 .

This is  strik in g ly  exem p lified  in  th e  L o r d ’s P ra y e r ,  
which m ig h t h av e  b e e n  u sed  by P la to , P y th a g o ra s , o r  
Socrates, by J e w , G e n tile , o r  D e is t , w ith o u t com p rom is­
ing an y  o f  th e ir  p rin cip les . I t .  d eals  in  m e re  tem p o ral  
th ings, avoiding sp ir itu a l th in g s  a lto g e th e r.

W e ts te in  say s , i t  is  a  cu r io u s  f a c t  th a t  th e  L o r d ’s 
P ra y e r  m ay b e  r e co n s tr u c te d  a lm o st verb atim  o u t  c f  th e  
Talm ud, which also  co n ta in s  a  p ro p h e tic  in tim atio n  th a t  
all D rayer will o n e  d a y  ce a se , e x c e p t  th e  p ra y e rs  o f  
th ank sgivin g .— M a ck  a y 's  P ro g re s s  o f  In te llect .

B e v . Jo s e p h  M en d h am , in a llu d in g  to  th e  sim ilarity  
betw een th e  L o r d ’s P r a y e r  a n d  c e rta in  p o rtio n s  o f  th e

a n cie n t Je w ish  p ra y e rs , te lls  us th a t  i f  th e  corresp o n d in g  
passages w ere  co llected  to g e th e r, th e y  w ould n early  p ro ­
d u ce  th e  L o r d ’s P ra y e r .

B ed fo rd  w rites on  E x te m p o re  P r a y e r — P r a y e r s  s tr ic tly  
form ed on th e  above m odel w ould be con sid ered  by all 
o rth o d o x C h ristian s  as  e x tre m e ly  deficien t, and b y no 
m eans an  ad eq u ate  exhibition  o f  th e  p rin cip les  o f  C h ris­
tia n  devotion . I t  does n o t co n ta in  an y  reco g n itio n  o f  
th e  m edium  o f a cce p ta n ce  ; n o r , in sh o r t, o f  an y  d o ctrin e  
p ecu liarly  C h ristian . I t  is m aterially  deficien t as  a  C h ris­
tian  p ra y e r , on th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  S p irit’s influence, 
w h ich  is  on e o f  th e  distin gu ish in g te n e ts  o f  th e  G ospel 
disp ensation . S tric tly  speak ing , i t  is  a  Je w ish  P ra y e r .

L o r d  Jo h n  B u sse ll, upw ards o f  tw e n ty  y e a rs  ago , to ld  
the C h ristian  Y o u n g  M en , in E x e t e r  H a ll— “  Som e th e re  
a r e  who sh u t th e ir  eyes to  o n e  tru th  le s t i t  should im ­
p a ir  a n o th e r  th e y  deem  m ore sacred  ; b u t o n e  tru th  can  
no m o re  qu ench a n o th e r  tr u th  th a n  o n e  sunbeam  can

Su en ch  a n o th e r  sunbeam . T ru th  is O n e, as  G o d  is 
ine.” — Y o u r s , & c.,

L A Y M A N .
V a u g h an , A p ril 1 7 ,1 8 7 7 .

“ T H E  T W O /W O B L D S ” ’ N E W S P A P E B .

T o  the E ditor of th e  H arbin ger  of L ig h t .
A  frien d  o f  m ine, em ployed in o n e  o f  th e  “  S tate  
Sch ools,”  forw ard in g  m e T h e  Tw o. W orlds, published  
in M ary b o ro u g h , w rites  by th e  sam e m ail, callin g my 
a tte n tio n  to  a n  a r tic le  u n d er th e  heading o f  “  Sp iri­
tism .”  B ead in g  th e  lu cu b ratio n  I  exclaim ed  a t  on ce—  
rig h tly  nam ed, T h e  Tico W orld* — earth  an d  ha des !— for  
ce rta in ly  su ch  a  false , un ch aritab le , and ven om ous effu­
sion, cou ld  have b een  in sp ired from  no o th e r sou rce  th an  
th e  “ H e lls  ’ ’ so forcib ly  described by Sw edenborg.

T h e  follow ing passages show  th e  anim us  o f th is  
w rite r  :—

“ Spiritism, where the phenomena arc genuine, and are not t)io 
result of fraud and trickery, is the latest and grossest of the 
many delusions with which the Devil has beguiled the human 
mind, since the hour he first whispered to Adam and Ere “ Ye 
shall not surely die;" and ye shall be as gods.”
T h a t th e  S p iritu al p h enom en a now o ccu rrin g  in a ll tho  
en lig h ten ed  p o rtio n s o f  th o  e a r th  a r e  “ delusions o f  tho  
D evil,”  is  only a  re ite ra tio n  o f  th e  ch a rg e  th a t  th ose  
h y p o critical ph arisees b ro u g h t a g a iu st th e  sp iritu al m ar­
vels o f  J e s u s  and th e  ap o stles. W ill  th is  w riter, since  
he is on  su ch  fam iliar te rm s  w ith th e  “ D evil,”  allow  us  
to  in q u ire  how th is  p erson al “  D evil ”  g o t  in to  a  Tnoral 
u n iverse govern ed by a  God o f  infinite goodn ess, wisdom  
an d  p o w e r?  I s  th e  D evil s e lf -e x is te n t? — N o  one will 
p resu m e to  affirm th is. D id  G od , th en , c re a te  th e  D e v il ; 
and i f  so , for w h at pu rp ose ?  O r, is  he a  fallen a n g e l ; 
an d  i f  so, m ay n o t all angels and sa in ts  fall, th u s  u lti­
m a te ly  dep op u latin g H eav en  ? A nd fu rth er, ad m ittin g  
th e  e x is te n ce  and in d u stry  o f  th is  D evil who is deluding  
so m an y m illions in to  S p iritu alism , and am o n g  th em  
scien tists , and th e  m ost sch olarly  m en  o f  th e  w orld, why 
d o es n o t G o d  d estro y  him a t  once ? L o g ica lly  p u t—  
e ith e r  G o d  c a n  kill th e  D evil and will n o t ; o r G od would  
kill th e  D evil b u t can n ot. W h ich  position do y o u  tak e  ? 
N o n e  o f  y o u r  d ogm atism , n o r  pitiful app eals to  tho  
legends o f  a  m yth ical E d e n . B u t  te ll us, s ir , w h at y o u  
possibly know  ab o u t th e  D ev il, and how  y o u  know i t !

“He (the Devil) represents the animating principle, or vital 
spark in man, as endowed with the capacity of transcending the 
law of gravitation, after it quits the body at death, and of ascend­
ing from the earth—without any kind of inherent impelling, or 
externally propelling power—into certain regions of space called 
"spheres where it acts organically without organs, and mecha­
nically without mechanism. I t  thinks without a brain, secs with­
out eyes speaks without a mouth and throat, talks without a 
tongue, smells without a nose, eats without teeth, digests its food 
without a stomach, touches without hands, walks about without 
legs and lifts heavy weights without bones and muscles. It gets 
" spiritual senses although this is a contradiction in terms; and 
begets “ spiritual” children, who have bodies composed of “ spirit- 
matter 1” And, although reputed to be free from all “ material 
environment," the mind of a person who is supposed to have passed 
into the “ summer-land," is described as carrying cauliflowers, 
flat-irons, flitches of bacon, domestic utensils, and corpulent women 
through the air, with the utmost ease ; and as coming at the beck 
and call of any medium or circle which chooses to invoke i t ; the 
unner-crust “ spirits ” being so much in demand that they are as­
sumed to be present—but how, is not explained—in a dozen places 
at once, in different parts of the globe."
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T h a t th e re  is  a  sem i-om n ip oten t D ev il lik ely  to  ou tw it 
C h ris t, and g e t  th e  b e tte r  o f  th e  A lm ig h ty , th e  above  
tissu e  o f  lies, clipped from  th e  Two W o rld s , furnishes  
som e considerable evidence. N o t  en o u gh , how ever, to  
c a r r y  conviction ; and, th erefo re , as  th e re  is no personal 
D evil, th e  inspiration o f  th is  p assage, an d  th e  w hole  
a rtic le  in fact, m u st be ascrib ed  to  a dem on—-a  demon, 
possibly professing to  have been in som e previous “ in ­
carn atio n ,"  a  Je su s , a S h ak esp eare , o r a  m a g n e tic  “ sun- 
s p ir it ."  I t  is n a tu ra l, and to  be exp ected  th a t  a  certain  
class o f  vain am bitious dem ons, under th e  cloak  o f  hum i­
lity  will, w h eth er in m o rtal bodies o r  vestu rcd ^ in  the  
robes o f  im m o rta lity , " s p ea k  lies  in  hy pocrisy .”  T he  
above q u otation  from  th e  Two W orlds  seem s a very  fu l­
film ent o f  th is  P au lin e p rop hecy. IJo w  sensible in th e  
ap o stle  o f  old to  enjoin upon m en to  “ tr y  th e  sp irits,”  
th a t  is, te s t  th em  by y o u r  reason, y o u r com m on sense, 
and th e  cu ltu red  consciou sness of th e  race.

H e r e  is an o th er specim en o f m alicious, m isrep resen ta­
tion  :—

“ lin t to those who tamper with these “ manifestations," where 
they arc genuine, ttie danger is great indeed ; for they arc literally 
"  drinking of the cup," and eating of "  the table of devils and a 
baleful fire is communicated to them which withers them up, 
mind and body. All such proceedings arc contrary to the course 
of nature, repugnant to the law of God, and disastrous to the phy­
sical health ami mental soundness of those who take part in them. 
They send more inmates to the lunatic asylums than even religion 
itself ; and Spiritism is, in reality, the last desperate effort of the 
Devil to retain his dominion," kc.,'tcc.
I t  is aston ishin g to  w h at depths one m ay sink when  
com ing un der th e  psychological influences o f  an  am bi­
tio u s w om an ; and especially is th is th e  case  when th ese  
m agn etic  influences a re  intensified by th e  un seen p re ­
sen ce o f  a  cunning Je su itica l dem on who, first m agn etis­
ing, afterw ard s infested , and co n tin u es to  in fest th is  
fem inine body. T h e  con tem p lation  o f  su ch  obsessional 
procedings m akes th ou g h tfu l souls sad.

J u s t  as th e  dish on est doubt ev ery  o n e 's  in te g rity , ju st 
as  th e  libertin e denies v irtu e  to  o th ers, so th ese  obsess­
ing dem ons th a t  people th e  lo w er sp irit-sp h eres delight 
th ro u gh  th e  to n gu es and pens o f m ed iu m istic  m o rta ls  to  
den ou nce Spiritu alism , and ta lk  o f  its  filling “  lu n atic  
asylu m s.”  W o  recom m end th is w rite r  to  read  D r. E . 
C row ell's s ta tistics , recen tly  ga th ered  from  “  eig h ty - 
seven asylu m s for th e  in san e in th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,”  and  
n ev er again rep eat th e  above falsehood !

I t  is un derstood by S p iritu alists  th a t  b o th  th e  h ig h er  
and low er in telligen ces o f  th e  sp irit-w orld  have a ccess  
to  m ankind. A nd i t  should be rem em b eied  th a t  th ose  
low er obsessing sp irits  invariably m ake g re a t p reten sion s. 
I f  n o t originally from  th e  Su n, o r  J u p i te r ,  th e n  th ey  
w ere g re a t and honored c h a ra c te rs  w hen upon e a rth .  
T h ey  qu ite often forbid reaso n in g , and th e  read in g  o f  
S p iritu alist lite ra tu re , b ecau se  they  can te a ch  all th in g s  
n ecessary  to  be know n. Som etim es th ey  profess m uch  
hu m ility and unselfishness, and have even p rop h ecied  o f  
an ap p ro ach in g “ m agnetic fire-w av e," and th e  alm o st 
im m ed iate ^ d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  w o rld ."

H o p in g  both to  im prove th e  frisky tem p er and enligh ten  
th e  m ind o f  th is anonym ous w rite r , to u ch in g  th e  te a ch ­
in gs and aim s o f  S p iritu alism , we have to  say  th a t  the  
sp iritu al philosophy, while repud iating th e  " F a l l  o f  M a n ;"  
“ T rin ity ;”  “ vicariou s a to n e m e n t;”  “ personal D evil ;”  
and “ end less hell to rm en ts ,” w ith o th e r  m in o r d o ctrin es  
com m on to  sectarian  C h ristian ity , teach es  th e  ex is te n ce  
o f  one livin g and tru e  G od ; th e  saving influences o f  th e  
C h ris t-p rin c ip le ; th e  ce rta in ty  o f  a  j u s t  and adeq uate  
pu n ish m en t for all w rong-doing ; tho im p o rtan ce  o f  r e ­
p en tan ce , and th e  leading o f p u re  self-sacrificing lives, 
and th e  blessed realisation  o f  a  p re se n t an gel m in istry  
to  e a rth .

S p iritu alists  believe, o r r a th e r  h av e  a  p ositive know ­
led ge o f a  fu tu re  ex isten ce  th ro u g h  vision, tra n c e , gift 
o f  to n g u es, w riting, and o th e r S p iritu al m anifestations. 
T h ey  co n sid er heaven and hell to  b e ,con d ition s, th e  spi­
ritu a l sp h eres th e  “ m any m an sion s”  which J e s u s  r e ­
fe rre d , and th e  different phases o f  m an ifestation s as  
n e ce ssa ry  as  th e  different w orkm en up on a  tem p le. 
S p iritu alism  en co u rag es  to leration , brings m essages from  
s p ir it  frien d s, ch eers  th e  desponding, co m fo rts  th e  sick , 
b ru sh es aw ay  th e  m o u rn er’s  te a r s , and m akes th e  in san e  
san e , h e a lth y , an d  hap py.

F in a lly , w e e n t r e a t  o f  th is  “ Tw*o W o r ld ’ s ”  w riter  
w h oever he m ay  b e , to  ca re fu lly  s tu d y  th e  dialect o f  
tru th  ; to  ce a se  b earin g  false  w itn ess  a g a in s t his peers • 
to  cu ltiv a te  c h a r ity  a n d  b ro th e rly  lo v e ; to  aw ard  to  others 
th e  m oral h o n esty  he claim s fo r  h im s e lf ; t o  discrim inate  
in th e  fu tu re  b etw een  relig ion  and C hristian ity , and to 
h esita te  b efore fu r th e r  m isre p re se n tin g  Spiritualism , and 
m isco n stru in g  th e  b eau tifu l te a ch in g s  o f  su ch  exalted  
an d  lovin g sp irits  as , u n d er th e  go o d  p rov id en ce o f  God 
co m m u n icate  w ith and m in ister  u n to  m ortal^ .

J .  M . P E E B L E S ,  

T H E  T R I N I T Y .

TO T H E  E D IT O n  O F T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T :
S in ,— S in ce  D r. P eeb les’ th ird  le c tu re , in which ho 

q u oted  W e sle y a n  and B a p tis t  h y m n s, s e ttin g  forth  tho 
n otion  th a t  Je su s  o f  N a z a re th  w as th e  A lm ig h ty  Creator  
o f th e  U n iv erse , I  have h e a rd  sev eral p ersons say  th at  
su ch  n o tio n s w ere confin ed chiefly to  th e  M eth o d ists  and 
B a p tiste , and (e x c e p t  in  th e  ca se  o f  th e  “  A tbanasian  
C reed ,” w hich m o st ch u rch m e n  re p u d ia te ) w ere not 
ad o p ted  by th e  C h u rch  o f  E n g lan d .

In  a  hypin-book used b y th e  lead in g  A n g lica n  churches  
o f th is c i ty  I  read  as  follow s :—
Hymn 114.—“ O Christ, thy triumphs now begin

O'er captive death and conquered sin ."
“  How th y  meek head to  m ortal p a in ,
Then take. O (rod, thy power and reign."

Ilvm n 115.—“ Make us to hate the load of sin 
That lay so heavy  on our God."

Ilymu 117.—“ Then the Son, the W orld's C reator."
"  Clothed in our m ortality..'

Hymn 119.— “ There our God bore a ll  our gu ilt.''
Hymn 399.—"Jc s u , my Lord, my God, my a ll.'"  \
Hymn 563.—“ Lord Jesus, G od  and Man,

F o r love of men a Child ;
The Very God, y e t born on  earth  

Of Mary, undeliled."

In  th is  la s t lin e  w e have th e  P o p ish  d o ctrin e  o f  tho  
“ Im m a cu la te  C o n cep tio n .”  I t  w ill, p erh ap s, be neces­
sary  to  say  th a t  th e  H y m n b o o k  q u o ted  fro m  is ‘ ‘ Church  
H y m n s, published u n d er th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  T r a c t  Com­
m itte e .”

S till , M r. E d ito r , w h ilst re p u d ia tin g  th e  d o ctrin e  of 
th e  T rin ity  as  blasp hem ou s, I  c a n n o t a g re e  w ith those 
who con sid er th e  d o ctrin e  a fo resa id  as  an ti-scrip tu ral. 
Tn 2 n d  E p is tle  o f  P e t e r  ( I .  i . )  I  re a d  :— “ Sim on P eter, 
a  s e rv a n t and an  ap o stle  o f  J e s u s  C h ris t, to  th em  th at 
h av e ob tain ed  like p recio u s  faith  w ith u s  th ro u g h  tho 
rig h teo u sn ess  o f G o d  a n d  o u r  S av io u r J e s u s  C h ris t."  
N o w , on  r e fe ir in g  to  th e  G reek  T e x t ,  I  find th e  co rrect  
ren d erin g  o f  th e  la t te r  p a r t  to  be “ th ro u g h  th e  righteous­
n ess o f  J e s u s  C h ris t, o u r  G o d  an d  F a t h e r .”  Sim ilarly, 
T itu s , I I . ,  x iii., should be— " L o o k i n g  for th a t  blessed 
hope, and th o  g lo rio u s ap p earin g  o f  J e s u s  C h rist, our 
g r e a t  G o d  and S a v io u r.”

I  should like, M r. E d ito r , to  c a ll th e  a tte n tio n  o f  U n i­
ta ria n s  to  th e  te x ts , an d  to  h e a r  th e ir  exp lan atio n s.

Y o u r s  tr u ly , . V O X .

M R . W A L K E R ,'  T H E  M E D I U M .

T o  T n E  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  H a r b i n g e r .

D ear S in ,— W it h  y o u r  kind p erm ission  I  will take 
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  now  offered to  in form  y o u  o f  m y future  
co u rse  in th e  colon ies, b u t, b efore  d o in g  so , I  beg leave 
to  m en tion  m y p a s t su ccess . D u rin g  th e  tim e I  have 
been in Sydn ey I  have b een  g r e e te d  w ith la rg e  houses, 
and a tte n tiv e  au d ien ces. Seldom  h av e I  b een  shown 
such co u rte sy  as  th e  S y d n ey  p eo p le  h av e  offered, and I  
ca n n o t reason ab ly wish to  h av e  b e t te r  su cce ss  anywhere. 
I  have learn ed  to  a p p re c ia te  th e  ben efits o f  controlled  
en th u siasm , an d  to  see  th e  g o o d  effects  o f  w ell-directed  
lab or. I  feel m o re  th a n  th an k fu l to  B r o th e r  Tyerm an  
fo r  th e  good w o rk  h e  has done in  th e  p ast, m aking for 
m y se lf  and o th e rs , who shall h e r e a f te r  w alk  in  th e  path  
lie  has cle a re d , co m p arativ ely  sp eak in g , ea sy  w ork . H e  
is a  d e v o u t S p ir itu a lis t, and c a n  e n d u re  a n  enorm ous  
a m o u n t o f  w ork . D r . W ilso n , M r .  G ale , and others, 
n e v e r  ti r e  o f  lab or, and a r e  a lw ay s re a d y  to  em brace 
e v e ry  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  g iv in g  to  th e  w o rld  in g en eral the  
sublim e tr u th s  o f  th e  H a rm o n ia l P h ilo so p n y. Their
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kindness to  m e I  sh all a lw ay s rem em b er, and for th e ir  
assistance in m y m e e tin g s  I  sh all a lw ay s be in d eb ted  to  
them . T h e  p u b lic  a r e  r e a d y  for a  sp iritu al refo rm atio n

^ O n  W ed n esd ay  n e x t  I  sail in th e  s .s . R o tu m a  fo r  
A uckland, N ew  Z e a la n d , w h ere  I  in te n d  s ta y in g  for a  
week o r  tw o, a n d  th e n c e  so u th w ard  t o  D u n ed in . I t  is 
my in tention  th e n  to  r e tu r n  t o  S y d n ey , d eliver a  few  
m ore le c tu re s , an d  th e n  co m e  on to  M elb ou rn e. I  am  in 
hopes, th a t a r ra n g e m e n ts  ca n  be m ad e fo r  m y having a  
successful v isit to  y o u r  c i ty , as  i t  w ill be m y la s t p o in t  
o f lectu rin g  on  m y “  to u r  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld .”

I n  sp iritu al sy m p ath y ,
I  a m  y o u rs ,

T H O S . W A L K E R .

O U T L I N E S  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

B r  F b e d e b i c  B ond.

N o . I V .— “  C a n  s e e n  T h in g s  B e  ?  ”
— o —

With regard to the miracle question, I  can only say th at the 
word ‘ impossible’ is not to my mind applicable to matters of 
philosophy. That the possibilities of Nature arc infinite is an 
aphorism with which I  am wont to worry my friends."— Pro- 
feno r Huxley.

B ut, i t  m ay  b e  u rg e d , h o w  c a n  th e se  th in g s  possibly  
tak e p lace ? — A r e  th e y  n o t  in  d i r e c t  co n tra v e n tio n  o f  
th e  law & of N a tu re , a n d  th u s  im p o ssib le  ? T h is  qu estion  
may be*Dest an sw ered  b y  a n o th e r :— W h a t  is  to  be u n ­
derstood by th e  la w s o f  N a t u r e  ?

I t  m ay be con fid en tly  a s se r te d  th a t  N a tu r e ’s law s a re  
G od's law s, seein g  t h a t  n o th in g  c a n  o c c u r  c o n tra r y  to  
th e  im m u tab le law s by w h ich  th e  u n iv erse  is g o v e rn e d ; 
nothing can  th e re fo re  o c c u r  w hich w ould v io late  o r  sub­
v ert th e  law s o f  N a tu r e . I t  is  v e ry  easy  to  ta lk  ab o u t  
subverting  a n d  v io la tin g  th e se  la w s ; i t  is  also  ea sy  to  
assert th a t  th e  p h en o m en a  o f  S p iritu alism  a r e  a t  v arian ce  
with th em . B u t  m e re  a sse rtio n  does n o t  p ro v e  a  th eo ry . 
One o f th e  m o s t e m p h a tic  te a ch in g s  o f  m od ern  philo­
sophy is th a t  w e c a n  h av e  n o  a p r i o r i  k n ow led ge o f  
n atu ral law s a n d  p h en o m en a . T o  say  th a t  th e  m ove­
m ent o f  an y  p o n d ero u s o b je c t w ith o u t visible c o n ta c t  is 
a  m a tte r  o f  a b so lu te  im p o ssib ility , is  sim ply a  p etitio  
p rin cip ii, and n o t  a n  estab lish ed  fa ct .

M oreover, in  c o n s id e r in g 'th e  re la tio n  o f  spiritual 
m anifestations to  th e  m ira cu lo u s  and su p e rn a tu ra l, we 
m ust first co m e to  a n  u n d e rsta n d in g  as  to  w h at m eanin g  
th ese la t te r  te rm s  co n v e y . H u m e , in his p e t ty  b ig o try  
and n arro w -m in d ed n ess, h as defined a  m iracle  to  be a  
“ violation o f  th e  law s o f  n a t u r e ” — som eth in g  w hich is , 
p e r  se, im possible— a n d  m ain ta in s  th a t  no a m o u n t o f  
testim on y can be h eld  su fficien t to  estab lish  a n  alleged  
fact which is  n o t i n  a c co rd a n c e  w ith  com m on  exp erien ce . 
B u t th is defin ition  h as a lre a d y  been sh ow n  to  bo m is­
leading, and m u st th e re fo re  be d iscard ed . F a r  m ore  
ration al and soun d is  th e  defin ition  o f  L o c k e . H e  
say8 :—

“ A  m iracle  I  ta k e  to  b e  a sen sib le  o p era tio n  w hich, 
being above th e  co m p reh en sio n  o f  th e  sp e c ta to r , and in  
his opinion co n tra ry  to jthe esta blish ed  co u rse  o f  n a tu re , is 
tak en  by him  t o  b e  d ivin e.”
Spiritu alists a r e  u n an im o u s in  affirm ing th a t  th e  fa c ts  on  
which th e ir  philosoph y is b ased  a r e  “ m iracu lou s ”  and  
“ su b stan tial ” in  e x t e r n a l  a p p ea ra n ce  o n ly ; th a t  th e y  are  
governed b y sim ilar law s to  th o s e  w h ich  g o v ern  o th e r  
phenom ena; and t h a t  u n less  th e se  law s b e  supplied th e y  
can n o t possibly ta k e  p la ce . T h o se  w ho op p ose S p irit­
ualism in th e  n a m e  o f  p h y sica l scie n ce  h av e  y e t  to  open  
th eir ey e s  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  e v e n  th e y , g r e a t  a s  th e y  a re , 
are n o t y e t  a cq u a in te d  w ith  a ll  th e  law s a n d  w o rk in g s o f  
N atu re .

I t  is  in co n seq u en ce  o f  su ch  p eo p le  p resu m in g  to  know  
m ore th an  th e y  re a lly  d o , th a t  S p iritu alism  h as  been sub­
je c te d  to  th e  v a s t a m o u n t o f  m isre p re se n ta tio n  i t  has. 
A nd th e re  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  n o effectu al rem ed y . Scien tific  
in vestigation is , f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t , n o t  to  b e  ob tain ed, 
m ainly fo r  th e  re a so n  t h a t  s c ie n tis ts  as a  body den y a 
p rio ri th e  r e a lity  o f  th e  m an ifesta tio n s. T h e  P r e s s , to o , 
has tak en  u p  its  s ta n d  a g a in s t “th e  u n can n y  th in g .” F o r  
y ears  p ast th e  p u b lic  ta s te  h as b een  sa tia te d  b y seeing  
th e  g loriou s tr u th s  o f  S p iritu alism  c o n s ta n tly  satirized

and burlesqued, whilst its  discip les h av e  to o  o ften  been  
held u p  to  m erciless rid icu le  a n d  ex e cra tio n . T ru e , th e re  
a re  a  few  p earls  to  be p ick ed  o u t o f  th e  du nghill, which  
feebly shine fo rth , som e o f  th e  less s ta rtlin g  claim s o f  
m o d e m  S p iritu alism , b u t th e y  a r e  like w h at a n g e ls ’ visits 
have b een -in accu rately  said to  be— few  and f a r  betw een. 
T h e  S p ectato r  is one o f  th e se , a n d  suffers som ew hat in 
con seq u en ce. B u t  fo rem o st am on g th a t  p o rtion  o f  th e  
P re s s  w hich m ost veh em en tly  d en ou nces S p iritu alism  is, 
p erhap s, th e  Sa turda y  R eview , a  w eekly jo u rn a l asp irin g  
to  d eal w ith “  p o litics, lite ra tu re , scien ce  an d  a r t .”  T he  
follow ing e x tr a c t  from  th e  issue o f  th is jo u rn a l fo r  Sep­
tem b er 1 6 , 1 8 7 6 , is  a  specim en o f  its  li te ra tu re  and sc i­
e n ce — esp ecially  scien ce— fo r  its  b are-faced  and delibe­
r a te  u n tru th fu ln ess  i t  cou ld  sca rce ly  be e q u alled . I t  
w as as  fo llo w s:—

The chief fact about spiritualistic effects is th at they are never 
performed in a  straightforward, open way, like any honest experi­
ment. They are either done in tho dark, or only before known 
believers and confederates, or within a  special place specially pre­
pared ; and even when they are done in the daylight the operator 
is full of tricks to distract attention, and to produce mysterious 
bewilderment. Take these facts, which are really facts—that 
spiritual manifestations are never heard of except in a select com­
pany in a private room, and under circumstances in which almost 
any amount of trickery may be practised ; that the voices of the 
spirits usually talk nonsense and bag grammar ; and that there 
has never been a single o c c a s io n w h ic h  their supposed commu­
nications have been of the slightest value—and it will be seen how 
absurd it is to say that such things deserve scientific investigation. 
There is nothing which Home does that Houdin, or other honest
jugglers, have not done.......................The moral of the whole affair
is summed up in Robert Stephen's remark to the man who used 
to bother him about perpetual motion :—11 If you will take your­
self up by the belly-band of yourbrecches and carry yourself round 
the room, I will consider the matter.”
L e a v in g  o u t o f  con sid eration  th e  la s t  sen ten ce , which is 
o f  co u rse  on ly  in tend ed to  raise a sm ile, every  sp iritu alist  
w ell know s th a t  th e  “ fa cts  ’ ’ o f th e  Sa turda y  R eview  a re  
w holly un lik e o th e r  f a c t s :  th e y  a r e  co n tra ry  to  th e  
tru th .

I t  is  th e  s to ry  o f  G alileo an d  th e  A ris to te lian s  ov er  
ag ain . I t  will be rem em bered th a t  A ris to tle  affirm ed  
th e  p rin cip le  th a t  “  th e  v e lo city  acqu ired  by an y  falling  
body w as in th e  d ire c t  p rop ortion  o f  its  w eight,” and  
th a t  if tw o  bodies o f  unequal w eigh t com m en ced  th eir  
d escen t from  th e  sam e h eig h t a t  th e  self-sam e m om ent, 
th e  h e a v ie r  body w ould m ove as  m an y tim es sw ifter th an  
th e  lig h te r  as  its  w eigh t exceed ed  th a t  o f  th e  la tte r .  
G alileo  su b m itted  th is  p rin cip le  to  exp erim en t, and  
foun d it  to  be a lto g e th e r a t  varian ce w ith fa ct . H e  m ade  
n o  s e cre t  o f  his d iscovery . F o r  th is  th e  A risto te lian  
ph ilosophers m ad e him  a  ta r g e t  for all th e ir  venom  and  
w rath . G alileo m aintained th a t  in  th is teach in g  A ris ­
to tle  w as a t .  fau lt— th e y  a s se r te d  he was n o t. T he  
g a u n tle t  for both p artm s to  te s t  b y exp erim en t th e  tru th  
o f  th e  A risto te lian  prin ciple o f  falling bodies w as th row n  
dow n and accep ted . T h e  co n ten tio n ists  rep aired  to  th e  
lean in g  to w er o f  Pisaj w h ere th e  exp erim en t w as to  be  
p u t in to  p ra ctice . T h e  sign al having been given tw o  
balls, one tw ice as  h eav y  as th e  o th e r , w ere  sim u ltan e­
ou sly  dropped from  th e  sum m it o f  th e  to w er, and th e ir  
d escen t an xiou sly  w atch ed b y  th e  assem bled crow d. T he  
balls reach ed  th e  e a rth  e x a c tly  a t  th e  sam e in sta n t. I t  
would have been ex p e cte d  th a t  w hen h is ad v ersaries w ere  
furnished w ith o c c u la r  p ro o f  o f  th e  e r ro r  o f th e ir  th eo ry  
th e y  w ould have relinquished it , and th a t  G alileo w ould  
have receiv ed  th e  h o n o u r and p raise  du e to  him . B u t  
su ch  w as n o t th e  case. O n  th e  co n tra ry  w e a re  to ld  
th a t  “ th ey  clu n g to  th e ir  form er opinions w ith th e  te n a ­
c ity  o f  desp air, and assailed th e  now  prou d an d  h au g h ty  
G alileo w ith th e  b itte r  feelin gs o f disap pointm en t and  
h ate .”  A n d  such is th e  m an n er in w hich th e  claim s o f  
Spiritu alism  a re  m et b y th e  m ajority  o f  scien tific  m en a t  
th e  p re se n t day. S p iritu alists  m aintain  th a t  b y som e  
fo rce , only recen tly  developed to  th e  e x te n t  i t  n o w  is, 
tab les, ch airs , an d  even  h u m an  beings, have been raised  
som e fee t off th e  grou n d  w ith o u t h u m an  c o n t a c t ; an ti-  
S p iritu alists  a s se r t  th a t  such a  phenom enon is  im possible, 
b ecau se  i t  w ould se t aside th e  law  o f  g rav ita tio n . A  
ch allen g e is issued to  su b m it th e  m a tte r  to  exp erim en t, 
and is accep ted . T h e  d isp u tan ts rep air, to  th e  h o u se o f  
a  “m ediu m ,” and o c c u la r  p ro o f  o f  th e  tr u th  o f  th e  Spi­
r itu a lis t’s assertion  is soon sup plied . B u t ,  w ith le w  
excep tio n s, th e  S c ie n tis ts  will n o t  y ield . P a rro t-lik e ,  
th e y  still re p e a t th e  w ord  “  im p o ssib le !”  ' T o  th em  see-
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in g  is  not believing. T hey m u st have been im posed on  ; 
th e y  saw  th e  tab le  rise, b u t i t  w as all an  o p tical delusion, 
o r  confusion, o r  both. A s  for th e  o th e r p h enom en a o f  
Spiritu alism  which th ey  a r e  co n stan tly  h e a rin g  ab o u t, 
th e y  do n o t pay an y  a tte n tio n  to  th em  e x c e p t  to  pooh- 
pooh th em . T hey ag ree  w ith th e  S a tu rd a y  R ev iew  th a t  
i t  is absurd to  say th a t S p iritu al m an ifestatio n s deserve  
scientific in vestigation , b ecau se  th e y  a re  mferely th e  r e ­
su lt o f  trick ery  and im p o stu re ; and th e y  affirm th e re  is 
nothing th a t  sp irit m edium s do w hich h av e  n o t been  
done by “ Ilo u d in , o r o th e r  h o n est ju g g le rs .”  I  can n o t 
help th ink in g th a t th is  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  R eview  is  a  de­
lib erate  suyyestio f a l s i ;  for th a t  jo u rn a l m u st be well 
acquainted w ith th e  fa c t  th a t  th e se  “  h o n est( ? ) . ju g g le rs "  
have n ev er in a  single in stan ce  im itated  th e  m an ifesta­
tions produced in th e  p resen ce o f  a  gen u in e m edium , with 
the sam e su rro u n d in gs  a s  th e  la tte r . T h a t th is  is really  
th e  fa c t is am ply co rro b o ra ted  by th e  ch allen ges to  th ese  
sam e ju gglers which a re  advertised in th e  S p iritu alistic  
periodicals from  lim e to  tim e.

L u ck ily  for th e  cau se o f  S p iritu alism , how ever, all 
scientific m en do n o t belong to  th is  class. H e r e  and  
and th e re  a re  to  bo found m en o f  advanced in tellects, 
and w orld-fam ed rep u tatio n , who have th e  m oral cou rage  
to  brook th e  aversion and ridicule o f  th e ir  quondam  
frien d s an d  b ear testim on y to  its claim s. A m on g such  
m en m ay be included W . C rookes, F .R .S  , who h as  lately  
distinguished him self in lr.s discoveries ab o u t lig h t, and  
his invention o f  th e  rad io m eter ; A . I t . W a lla ce , a m an  
who, for his con trib u tion s to  an th rop o log y , h as  m ad e  his 
nam e second only to  th a t  o f  D arw in ; J .  A sh b u rn er, M .D .;  
th e  la te  P rofesso r D o M organ , and J u d g e  E d m o n d s, th e  
la t te r  o f  whom was, form erly  C h ief J u s t ic e  o f  th e  S u ­
prem e C o u rt o f  N ew  Y o rk  ; D r. H a r e ;  P ro fesso r M a p e s ;  
W . H u ggin s L .L .D .,  th e  fam ou s as tro n o m e r ; and hu n ­
dreds o f  o th ers who fo r  w an t o f  sp ace  c a n n o t be h ere  
m entioned.

T he antagon ism  which Spiritu alism  h as  to  con ten d  
w ith in th ese tim es is only w h at o u g h t to  be an ticip ated . 
E v e ry  new m ovem ent, every  new d iscovery , h as  a t  first 
to  figh t its  way th rou gh  th e  ran k s o f  ig n oran ce , p re ju ­
dice, and sup erstition . W h e n  G alileo  an n ou n ced  hie 
conviction th a t th e  sun and n o t th e  earth  w as th e  ce n tre  
o f  th e  universe, and th a t  th e  sun did n o t m ove roun d  
ou r p lan et, he w as reviled and p ersecu ted . W h e n  S te ­
phenson talked o f  co n stru ctin g  his “ iro n -h o rse  ” he was 
laughed a t  as  being p artially  in san e. W h e n  e le c tr ic ity  
and m esm erism  m ade th e ir  firs t ap p earan ces  on  th e  
w orld’s s ta g e , as reco rd ed  b y h isto ry , everyb ody w as in­
cred u lou s, and th ese  grand discoveries w ere  sn eered  a t  
and ridiculed. Spiritualism  is th e  la te s t  “  new -fangled  
n o tio n ,” and h as  to  m eet w ith sim ilar op position , & c. 
T he tim e will com e, how ever, w hen th e  tru th s  o f Sp iri­
tu alism , like G alileo's th eo ry , S tep h en so n ’s invention, 
th e  pow ers o f  e le c tr ic ity  a n d  m esm erism  will be re co g ­
nised on all han ds, and its  b itte re s t  enem ies will ackn ow ­
ledge th e  m isch ief and injustice o f  th e ir  actio n  o f  to-day. 
M ay i t  com e speedily !

M B . T H O M A S  W A L K E R .

W e  g a th e r , n o t  only from  D r . P e e b le s , b u t  from  th e  
S p iritu alist jo u rn als o f A m erica  and th e  secu lar p ress of  
Sydney, th a t  M r. W a lk e r  is  a  very  su p erio r tra n ce -  
speak er. H av in g  m e t with g re a t su ccess in N ew  South  
W a le s , he is  now  lectu rin g  in N ew  Z ealand . F rie n d  
P eeb les sp eak s in  v e ry  high term s o f  th e  sp iritu al in te l­
ligences th a t  e n tra n ce  him  in public.

W e  com m en d to  th e  n o tice  o f  ou r re a d e rs  th e  v e ry  able  
n rticle  on  “ Sam uel Jo h n so n  a  S p iritu alist,"  by D r. R oh - 
n er, w hich ap p ears in  th is  issue, and m ore especially th e  
D o cto r ’s con clu d in g rem ark s. T h ere  are , a la s ! to o  m any  
N icodem uses in  th e  S p iritu alistic  ran k s who will soon er  
o r  la te r  have cau se  to  r e g r e t  th e ir  cow ardice. M an y  
th e re  a r e  co g n isan t o f  th e  f a c t  o f  sp ir it in terco u rse , and  
kn ow ing its  value, w ho fear to  a tte n d  a  pu blic m eetin g  
o r  le c tu re , le s t th e ir  b elief m igh t be discovered  o r  
su sp ected  by th e  w orld  ; a las  for Buch 'tw ere  b e t te r  th a t  
th e y  h ad  rem ain ed  in ig n o ran ce  ;  th ey  a re  like th e  u n ­
w o rth y  se rv a n t w ho hid his ta le n ts  u n d er a  bushel.__
“  T h ose  w ho k n ow  th e  law  and b reak  i t  shall be beaten  
w ith  m a n y  s tr ip e s .”

T H E  M O S A I C  C R E A T I O N .

( C o n tinued .)

“ Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord,"— Prov. xii. 2v.

I t  is  u n n ecessary  to  e x am in e  m in u te ly  fu r th e r  th e  ac ­
co u n ts  given us o f  C re a tio n  in  G en esis, b u t I  shall point 
o u t variou s s ta te m e n ts  co n ta in ed  th e re in , w hich will not 
s tan d  th e  te s ts  used by s c ie n ce  to  d e te c t  falsehood, where 
a cco u n ts  said to  be tr u e , a r e  published without^evidence. 
A ll affirm ations a t  v a ria n ce  w ith w ejl know n fa c ts , with 
reaso n , exp erim en t, o r th e  w orks o r  law s o f  N a tu re , S c i ­
e n t i f i c  M EN  B E J E C T  A S F IC T IT IO U S .

I n  th e  co m m en cem en t o f  th e  firs t c h a p te r  th is  earth  
is rep resen ted  as  o f  a q u e o u s  o n i a i i f ,  w hile i t s  f o b s i a -  
t i o n  w a s  i o n e o u s . T h e  ap p e a ra n ce  o f  its  first moun­
ta in s  resem bled th o se  o f  th e  m oon . A ll th e  e arlie r  rocks 
a r e  cry sta llin e , and void o f  fossils, a n d  b y th e ir  form s prove 
t o u s t h a t a t  on e tim e v o lcan o es ab o u n d ed  up on  th e  earth . 
T h ese  a re  now  g rad u ally  ex tin g u ish in g  ; still th e re  are  
up w ards o f  2 5 0  a c tiv e  v o lcan o es on  th is  g lob e a t  th e  pre­
s e n t tim e . W h ile  th e  lo w er ro c k s  a r e  ig n eo u s, all the  
u p p er s tr a ta  a r e  sed im en tary , m o st o f  th em  containing  
m arin e  fossils, and co n seq u en tly  o f  aq u eo u s form a­
tion .

T h e re  is ab u n d an t evid en ce th a t  th e  e a r th  is gradually  
coolin g  dow n, for th e  early  v e g e ta tio n , b o th  on  land and 
in th e  se a , as  in d icated  by th e  fossil rem ain s contained  
in th e  low er s tr a ta , is d istin ctly  o f  a  tro p ic a l ch a ra cte r  
all o v er th e  globo.

T h e  d ry  land is  said to  h a v e  b een  fu rn ish ed  with 
v eg etatio n  b e fo re th e  sea, w h ereas th e  re v e rse  is  th e  case ; 
fo r  th e  se a  w as fu rn ish ed  w ith  liv in g  organ ism s long 
b efore th e  d ry  land, th e  high te m p e ra tu re  o f  w hose a t­
m osp h ere a t  th a t  period  p rob ab ly  re n d e re d  ¡{"u n fit for-, 
anim al and v eg etab le  life, w hile th e  p rim eval ocean 
aboun ded w ith fish co ra lin e s  an d  te s ta t ia  (shell-fish) 
b efore any v eg etatio n  ex isted  up on th e  lan d . This we 
learn  fro m  th e  fossil rem ain s o f  th e  v ario u s s tra ta . The 
first evid en ce o f  v e g e ta tio n  u p o n  th e  lan d  in d icates the 
e x is te n ce  o f a  dense tro p ica l v e g e ta tio n  w ith exten din g  
m arsh es, shallow  seas, a n d  th ick  fo re s t, prob ably  the 
re su lt o f  g r e a t  h e a t and m o istu re , d ep osited  in th e  ocean  
th ro u g h  floods, to  p re p a re  th is  e a r th  fo r  th e  habitation  
o f m an . T h e  ig n eou s h av in g p reviou sly  furnished the  
n ecessary  m eta ls , th e  zeo p h y te  an d  sh ells, im m ediately  
b efore  th is  period  (w h ich  ab o u n d ed  in th e  heated  ocean), 
provided a  su p p ly o f  lim e— o u r m o u n ta in  lim esto n e— a  
w onderful provision m ad e by th e  In fin ite  wisdom  for the 
fu tu re  co m fo rt and co n v e n ie n ce  o f  M a n , all o f  which 
o c c u r  in th e  vicin ity  o f  e a ch  o t h e r ; th e  coal and lime 
being n e ce ssa ry  fo r  th e  sm eltin g  o f  th e  iron  and other  
m etais , w hile th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  a tm o sp h e re  and th e  flood 
upon th e  ro ck s, an d  d ecay ed  v e g e ta tio n , g rad u ally  p re­
p ared  th e  e a r th  fo r  cu ltiv a tio n  an d  th e  ab o d e o f  men

S cien ce  can  d e m o n stra te  th a t  th e  d ry  lan d  has been 
th ro w n  u p  by m ean s o f  s u b te rra n e a n  fo rces , and not 
effected  by d rain age m erely  as  d escrib ed  in th e  text. 
W a t e r  is  a  liquid w hich finds i ts  ow n lev el a n d  cannot 
be piled up, as  d escrib ed  “  in a n o th e r  p lace  ”  i t  would 
im m ed iately  flow back . M o re o v e r , it is  a  law o f  N ature  
th a t  th e  w a te rs  o f  th e  o ce a n s  a r e  in  co n s ta n t motion, 
a ttra c te d  by th e  su n  and m oon th e y  flow rou n d  th e  earth  
in tides.

I n  th e  P sa lm s w e a r e  to ld  th a t  a t  C re a tio n  “  Ood 
stretch ed  out the ea rth  above th e  w a t e r s T h is  is un­
tr u e , and in com p atib le w ith th e  o th e r  s c r ip tu ra l s ta te ­
m en ts. T o  a ll in te llig en t m en  w ho lo ve th e  tr u th  incon­
g ru itie s  a re  m ost d isg u stin g . W e  o b je c t n o t  to  Sabba­
ta ria n s  believing in th is, b u t th e ir  a tte m p ts  to  enforce  
th e ir  su p e rs titio n s  up on  us w e w ill assu red ly  resist, a n d , 
f o b  s e l f -p b o t e c t i o n ,  w i l l  e x p o s e  t h e m .

I t  is  n o t tr u e  th a t  a ll th in g s in h eav en  a n d  on  th e  earth  
have b een  c re a te d  in “  s ix  co nsecu tive  d a y s ! ” Anim al 
a n d  v eg etab le  life u p o n  th is  e a r th  h as b een  gradu ally  
developed th ro u g h  a  lo n g  c o n tin u ity  o f  cau satio n , most 
p rob ab ly  th ro u g h  ev o lu tio n  e x te n d in g  o v er countless  
ag es . T h is  is in d ica ted  b o th  by as tro n o m y  an d  geology. 
T h e  s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  su n , m oon , a n d  s ta r s  w ere all 
c re a te d  on  o n e  d ay — th e  ev en in g  an d  th e  m orn in g  “ of 
th e  fo u rth  day— to  give lig h t u p o n  th e  e a r th ,"  is  a  most

*  Psalm  cxxxvi. 6.
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hum iliating evid en ce o f  th e  ignobance, c bed u lity , ob 
duplicity op oue cleboy , w ho in  solem n  m o ck ery  read  
the com m and ov er to  th e ir  c o n g re g a tio n s , as  a  revelation  
o f God from  h eav en , e v e r y  S u n d a y  in  th e ir  C hu rch

86 T h e e a r th ’s d iam eter  is a b o u t8 , 0 0 0 m iles ,th e  d iam eters  
o f her s is te r-p la n e ts— J u p i te r  a n d  S a tu r n — a r e  te n  tim es  
th a t size. T h e  su n  is  a  m illion  tim e s  th e  volum e o f  th e  
earth . T h e re  a re  m an y m illion s o f s ta rs , som e o f them  
astronom ers ca lc u la te  to  he a  m illion tim es th e  volum o  
o f o u r  sun. M o s t  o f  th e  s ta rs  a r e  believed to  be suns, 
and to  be su rro u n d ed  by th e ir  w o rld s ; and w e a re  g ravely  
told th a t all th e se  w ere  c re a te d  in  one n a tu ra l day !—  
not in tw en ty -fo u r h o u rs, b u t in  “  one even in g a n d  m orn
j„g | |"—“ TO GIVE LIGHT UPON THE EABTH,” J v h i la j lo d ,
( i t  is re co rd e d ), o ccu p ied  five d a y s  in  c re a t in g  o u r  li ttle  
p lan et! !  A n d  th e se  th in g s  w e a r e  a sk ed  to believe with­
out being fu r n i s h e d  w ith a n y  rea so nable ev id en ce o f  its  
truth, ag a in st th e  in co n tro v e rtib le  evid en ce  o f  A stronom y  
and geology , b y  th e  p ro fesso rs  o f  a  re lig io n  w ho d are n o t  
m eet us in d iscu ss io n ; a n d  w ho, as  lo n g  as  th e y  w ere  
able persecuted , im priso ned , a n d  p u t  scien tific  m en to death, 
a n d ’“ e x tirp a te d  all h e r e tic s .” +

I t  is n o t tru e  th a t  a ll an im al a n d  v eg etab le  life was 
created a t  o n e  p erio d , fo r  e a ch  o f  th e  variou s geo logical 
form ations co n ta in s  th e  fossils o f  an im al and veg etab le  
life pecu liar to  itse lf , a n d  n o t  th e  s lig h te s t in d ication  o f  
man o r his w ork s is  to  be fou n d  t i l l  f a r  u p  in  th e  s tr a ta ,  
the fossils o f  w h ich  show  a  g ra d u a l d evelop m en t 
from th e  lo w er to  th e  h ig h e r  o rg an ism s, from  a  sim ple  
cell up to  civilised  M a n . N o  v e rte b rm ta  a r e  to  bo found  
am ong th e  e a r lie s t s tr a ta .

T he ag e  o f  th e  e a r th , a s  re co rd e d  o n  th e  m arg in  o f  
English B ib les, ta k e n  from  th e  g en ealo g ies i t  co n tain s  is 
also u n tru e , w h ich  p rov es to  u s  th a t  m an y  o f  its  g en ea­
logies a re  fictitiou s. T h a t  th e  a g e  o f  th e  e a r th  th ere in  
given is in co rre c t  is  easily  prov ed  th ro u g h  e ith e r  geology  
o r astronom y. T h o se  w ho w ish to  e x am in e  th is  su b ject 
we recom m end t o  re a d  S ir  C h a rle s  L y le ’s w ork on  “ T he  
A ntiquity o f  M a n ,”  and a n y  w o rk  on  a s tro n o m y  th a t  
refers to  th e  d ista n ce  o f  re m o te  s ta r s , and th e  p eriod  
required b efore  th e ir  ra y s  ca n  re a ch  th is  e a r th .

In conclusion, let me say, I  have pointed out glaring 
discrepancies between the accounts given us in the first 
and in the second chapter of Genesis.

Secondly —T h a t th e  e a r th  .is  n o t  o f  aqueous h u t o f  
igneous orig in . I t  w ould  n o t  b e  in  d ark n ess w hen full 
o f activ e volcanoes.

T hirdly— T h a t th e r e  is  no su ch  firm am en t as  is de­
scribed.

F o u rth ly — T h a t th e  d ry  lan d  w as form ed  by upheavals, 
and n o t as  th e re in  d escrib ed  b y d rain ag e .

F ifth ly — T h a t th e  su n , m oon , an d  starB a r e  n o t a t ­
tached to  any firm am en t. *

Sixth ly— N o r  is  o u r  ra in  sup plied  from  an y  such  
source, w hich show s th e  s to ry  o f  th e  flood to  be a  fab ri­
cation.

Seventhly—I  have shown that the sea was furnished 
with living organisms long ages before the dry land was.

Eighthly—That animal and vegetable life was not all 
created at one period. .Multitudes of forms died out in 
the struggle for existence, and were succeeded by other 
forms which also perished long before man appeared 
upon the earth.

Ninthly—I referred to the absurd statement of the 
creation of all the heavenly bodies in one day.

In short, I  have shown that the account of Creation, 
contained in Genesis, is contradictory with itself, incon­
sistent with reason, with the laws of nature, and the 
record inscribed with the finger of God on the rocks for 
our instruction, from which I  draw the following con­
clusions :—

Firstly—That the whole account given us of Creation 
in Genesis is contradicted by scientific evidence, and is 
consequently unworthy of credit.

Secondly—As death was a universal law upon the 
earth from the beginning, extending over all living or­
ganisms, of which Man is the highest known link, it was 
not therefore the result of the fall. _______________

t  Bcc the Solemn League and Covenant contained in the Longer 
Catechism of the Church of Scotland. I t  is but justice to ac­
knowledge th at they were authorised to  do so by their Scriptures. 
—Tun. iii., 16. Dent, xvii., 12.

T h ird ly— A s th e  fall is  fictitiou s, so a lso  m ust be th e  
ato n em en t. A n d ,

F o u rth ly — I f  G en esis is fictitiou s, th e  B ib le  is n o t th e  
In sp ired  W o rd  o f  G od and if  th e re  be no firm am ent - 

o r  heaven fo r  th e  S ain ts , w h at th e n  if  S p iritu alism  be 
u n tru e  ?

S C I E N C E .

D R . P E E B L E S '  T H I R D  L E C T U R E .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  w e  c l i p  f r o m  t h q  c o l u m n s  o f  t h e  
M elb o u rn e  D a ily  H e r a l d .—

“ T h e  P rin ce  o f  W a le s  O p era  H o u se  w as literally  
crow ded la s t even in g to  h e a r th e  th ird  le c tu ro  o f  D r. 
P eeb les upon th e  su b ject o f  Spiritu alism  and its re latio n  
to  C h ristian ity . F o u n d in g  his rem ark s upon th e  w ords 
o f  th e  p ro p h et O badiah, ‘ S av iou rs shall com e up on  
M o u n t Z ion,’ he said th a t  th e  stu d y  o f  th e  con servation  
o f  forces h ad d em on strated  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  un iverse  
knew  no loss. N o t a  p article  o f  d u st cou ld  be annihi­
la te d , n e ith er cou ld  a  tr u th  be d estroy ed . T ru th , th e  
n a tu ra l su sten an ce  o f  th e  hu m an soul, w as in carn ated  
in m oral heroes and saviours W h e n  th e  C hinese called  
th e re  cam e C onfucius, as  K rish n à  ca m e  to  th e  H in d o os, 
P la to  to . th e  G reek s, a n d  J e s u s  to  th e  Je w s . T hese  
teach ers  and saviours cam e is-fiarm o n y  w ith th e  im m u t­
ab le  law s o f  G od— cam e to  th e ir  ow n, and ‘ th e ir  ortn  
receiv ed  th em  n o t.’ T h e  sp eak er a cce p te d  P e t e r ’s defi­
n itio n — ‘ J e s u s  o f  N a z a re th , a  m an  ap p roved  o f .G o d .’ 
H e  w as called th e  ‘ Son o f  M an  ’ eig h ty  tim es. H e  a te ,  
s lep t, d ran k , becam e w earied , and w as finally cru cified , 
a  m a rty r  to  th e  prin ciples h e  ta u g h t. ‘ I  see  in J e s u s ,’ 
said th e  le c tu re r , ‘ a  te a ch e r, refo rm er, shepherd, th e  
b rig h tn ess o f  th e  F a th e r 's  g lo ry , th e  ‘ m an C h rist Je su s  ! ’ 
H e  rep u d iated  th e  C alvin istic d o ctrin e  o f  th e  ato n em en t, 
p ron ou n cin g  i t  a  h eath en  su p erstitio n . T h e  H indoos  
still sacrificed  g o a ts  an d  kids for a  s o r t  o f  sin-offering. 
T h e  Je w s  borrow ed th e se  p ra c tice s  from  th e  E g y p tia n s ,  
and th e se  again  from  th e  H in d o os ; and se cta ria n  C h ris­
tian s slig h tly  m o d ify in g  had woven th em  in to  th e  crim ­
son fab ric  o f  a c r e e d ^ C h r is t ia n i ty . Salvation w as a  
m a tte r  o f  so u l-g ro w th , o f  in te rio r  uu foldm ent, and only  
achieved th ro u g h  good w orks. H e  d rew  a  sh arp  line of 
d istin ction  betw een J e s u s  and C h rist. J e s u s  w as a  m an  
w hose H eb rew  nam e w as Jo sh u a . H e  was gen erally  
called  Jo sh u a , th e  G alilean— Jo sh u a , th e  ca rp e n te r ’s 
son. C h ris t signified th e  an o in ted , thb illum ined, j u s t  * 
as  B u d d h a signified th e  en ligh ten ed . T h ese  saviours  
w ere  n o t  su p ern atu ral m en, n e ith e r w ere th e  m arvellous  
w o rk s ascrib ed  to  th em . T h e  sup erh um an pow er p o s­
sessed  by J e s u s  w as sp iritu al, o r  m ediu m istic pow er. 
E n g lish  scien tists  w ould denom inate i t  psych ic force. 
J e s u s  d eclared  th a t  a  legion o f  angels, o r sp iritu al beings 
atten d ed  him . O n  th e  m o u n t o f  tran sfig u ratio n  th e  
sp irits  o f  M oses and IJlias ap p eared  an d  talk ed  in  th e  
p re se n ce  o f  o th ers. Je su s  w as th e  g r e a t  H eb rew  S p iri­
tu a lis t o f  th a t  period , as  A n n  L e e  w as o f  a  la te r . T he  
m ost p ra c tica l C h ristian s upon e a r th  w ere  th e  S h akers. 
T h e ir  m otoes w ere— p u rity  o f  life, p eace , and ‘ a ll  th ings  
in com m on .’ A s a  people th ey  w ere n e a t, in d u strio u s, 
te m p e ra te , ch aritab le  ; a n d  fu rth e r— th ey  w ere  a ll  Sp iri­
tu alists .

"  T h ou gh  J e s u s , th e  Saviour, w as called  by P a u l ‘ M e ­
d ia to r,’ th ou g h  he w as th e  g re a t S p iritu alist o f  his tim e  
and e ra , he could n o t do all tb ttt w as req u ired  o f  him. 
H is  pow er w as lim ited. H e  con fessed  th a t  h o ‘ could  
do no m igh ty  w orks ‘ in a  ce rta in  p lace , b ecau se o f  th e  
‘.un b elief.’ H e  healed th e  sick  by m ag n etic  pow er. 
L a z a ru s  w as in a  deep tra n ce , sim ilar in ap p earan ce  to  
death , â  n u n consciou s tra n c e  w as death to  all e x te rn a l  
th in g s. J e s u s  aw oke him from  th is s ta te . N o w , Je su s  
w as o n e o f  th e  C h rist an g els, a  dw eller in  th e  H e a v e n  o f  
H eav en s, y e t  p reach in g  and m in isterin g  to  all who w ould  
rece iv e  his holy m in istration s. M edium sh ip w as defined  
to  be a chan nel fo r  p sych ic f o rc e . I t  ex isted  germ in ally  
in all p erson s, as  d ia  m u sic. I t  w as su scep tib le  o f  use  
and ab u se. T h e  th re e  p ro m in en t p h ases w ere ph ysical, 
p sych olog ical,an d  in sp iratio n al, co rresp o n d in g  to  m ineral, 
m en tal, and sp iritu al m agn etism . I n  th e  ra tio  th a t  m e­
dium ship b ecam e b e tte r  u n d erstood , w ould com m u n ica­
tio n s be m ore c o r re c t  and in te lle ctu a l. R easo n  m u st  
t r y  a ll  sp irits , a n d  te s t  th e  tru th fu ln ess  o f  a ll sp ir it  m e s .
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imges. T h e  speak er en forcin g th e  th o u g h t th a t a n cien t  
B iblical m arvels and m odern m arvels m u st r e s t  upon th e  
sam e foun dation— hum an testim on y— exp ressed  surprise  
th a t  C hristian s should a cce n t th e  testim o n y  o f M oses, 
who- slew  an E g y p tia n  ; Solom on, g u ilty  o f  m an y social 
irreg u larities ; and P e te r  who falsified ; and y e t  re je c t  
th e  testim on y o f W a lla ce , C ro ok es, V a rle y , F laram ario n , 
th e  F re n ch  astron o m er, and o th e r g r e a t  gian t-m in d ed  
m en o f  th e  w orld. A ll creed s w ere th e  work o f  m en’s 
hands. T h ese th e  c le rg y  w ore forced  to  m odify j u s t  in 
th e  ra tio  th a t  scien ce and free -th o u g h t advanced. H ell 
w as co n stan tly  becom in g m ore com fortab le . L ig h t  was 
reach in g  th e  m asses, in telligen ce w as m ak in g  rapid  
strid es, and Spiritu alism  co n stan tly  gain in g  accession s  
and achieving victories. T h is new  religion he declared  
to  bo in p e rfe ct h arm on y w ith th e  m arvels and teachings  
o f  J e s u s  C h rist. P o p u lar C h ristian ity  w as an ti-C h ris t. 
H e  defined S p iritu alism  to  bo a  phenom enon, a  philo­
sophy, a broad ration al religion d em o n stratin g  immoEr 
ta l i ty .” _____________________

T H E  M E L B O U R N E  .“ H E R A L D 'S ”  R E P O R T  O F  
D R . P E E B L E S ’ F O U R T H  L E C T U R E .

T n E  P rin ce  o f  W ales  O p era  H o u se  was crow ded again  
la s t n ig h t to  h e a r th e  le c tu re  upon “  S p iritu alism , th e  
F o u n d atio n  o f  all R eligion s— J o h n  W e sle y , a  S p iritu ­
a lis t ,"  &c.

After the able introduction by Mr. Ross, which he devoted to 
corrections concerning Col. Olcott, end Dr. Henry blade, ns well 
ns showing the scale of liberal literature, and the steady spread 
of Spiritualism in all enlightened countries, Mr. Peebles rising, 
said in substance, that religion existed elementally in human na­
ture. I t  was as natural for men, civilised or savage, to worship, 
ns for water to seek a level. Hidden under all superstitions were 
some precious gems, and germs of truth. There was no conflict 
between religion and reason. The conflict was between reason 
and theology—reason and superstitious creeds. God was defined 
to be Causation—Infinite Spirit. And man, made in his image, 
was necessarily a spiritual being, and these spiritual forces run 
like golden threads through ifll the world's religions.

Gautama Buddha, dying 613 years B.C., fasted and prayed till 
he saw visions, heard the voices of the gods, and received his 
heavenly commission to preach against caste, against war, and all 
the ceremonial forms of Ilrnhminism. Ho was a ficiy Luther 
to Brahminical India. Buddhists are supposed to number 
17(1,000,000.

Jesus Christ, called by Peter "  a man approved of God," was 
heralded by a convoy of angels. Over Bethlehem’s  hills they 
sung “ Peace on earth and goodwill to man." The original foun­
dation of Christianity was based upon a dream—for the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, foretelling the coming 
and the office-work of Jesus. He made the lame to  wnlk, blind 
to see, and healed the sick by the "  laying on of hands." Spiri- 
ual manifestations were the seals of hismessiahship. He promised 
th at the same signs should follow believers. The New Testament 
was all aflame with spiritualism.

Mahomet, born 571 A.D., has a following of some 200,000,000. 
I t  is asserted by Arabian writers that on the evening of Maho 
mot's birth the heavens were illumined, that Lake Sama was dried 
up, anil the Parsecs' sacred fire extinguished. He saw a golden 
scroll dropped down before him proclaiming him the last envoy 
from Heaven. There is but "o n e God, Allah, and Mahomet is 
his prophet," becamo the rallying cry from this time throughout 
Arabia. And now Mahoinmcdans proudly say the Crescent has 
more followers than the Cross.

As Spiritualism underlies the three great religions of the world, 
so  i t  does, said the speaker, the lesser. American Univcrsalists 
started with Potter and John Murray, both endowed with spiritual 
gifts. The New Church dntes from Swedenborg, who held open 
converse with spirits and angels twenty-seven years of his life. 
George Fox, and other of the early Quaker preachers had visions 

- and heard spirit voices. The still small voice was their guide’ 
Ann Lee, of Manchester, England, was told in a vision to go to 
America, and found the Millcnial Church. She was a spiritualist 
medium. All Shakers were spiritualists. The London and Mel­
bourne Press to the contrary, there was not a Shaker society nor 
community m  England. The Girlingites, though so-called are 
not Shakers. '

Wesleyanism, like other religions, had its spiritual manifesta­
tions. Knockings, noises, groanings, and the rustling of dresses 
commenced in the Wesley family a t  Epworth, December, 1716 
These knockings were heard in Mr. Wesley's study-room, and dur- 
ing fam ily prayers They were the.loudest when the Rev. Samuel 
Wesley prayed for the King. John Wesley says the sound "  seemed 
to be in the a ir  in  the middle of the room." They “ could not 
im itate it  by any contrivance." Passing into “ different rooms, 
door-latches were lifted beforo being touched, and once, when the 
father was-going into his study, he came “ near being thrust down”
M i ?  T ,8lb!e power' ,  W“8 ¡\  the d0'’il » - I *  so, what business 
had the devil in  a  preacher's library ; and why should he be in 
attendance a t fam ily prayers ? Is  there, asked the speaker, a  per­
sonal devil 7—I f  so, did God create him, or did he create himself f 
And fu rth er,if there is a devil, why does not “ God annihilate 
him a t  once V

Is  it  said th at this devil was once an angel who sinned, rebelled 
and fought in  Heaven 1 Then other angels and saints might rehei 
and be thrust out of Heaven. This was chilly  comfort for ChriR- 
tians, The Wesleyan Spectator argued th a t “ spiritism was de- 
monism. This was the charge th a t the more bigoted of the Jews 
brought against Jesus Christ. B u t why should God let loose the 
demons from the hells, and bar away from earth a ll saints and 
angels f Could this be called justice, saying nothing of mercy ? 
I t  would be quite natural, said the speaker, for Sectarists who had 
"  departed from the faith  "  of prim itive Christianity, and given 
heed to “ doctrines of devils," which doctrines were the “ fall*!)! 
man," total depravity," “ vicarious atonement,” and “ endless 
hell torments,”  to charge Spiritualism with being a  system of de- 
monism.

The clergy in preaching so much about “ devils," “ hells," and 
“ damnation,” taught the youth profanity. The entire system of 
orthodox doctrines was immoral in tendency. I f  this “ demonism" 
so-called, demonstrated a future existence—if i t  made the lame to 
walk, and healed the sick by the laying on of hands, as did Jesus 
and the apostles, i t  was doing for the world w hat the Christian 
church did not even profess to do. W hile Spiritualism conserved 
all the good of antiquity, i t  reached out its  righ t hand to every 
new discovery in science, and every beautiful revelation from the 
world of spirits. I t  is bn«cd upon living tangible facts, rather 
than the dead marvels of the past. The spiritual philosophy was 
the growing philosophy of the world. W ithout visions the people

E' h. Christians must conquer th eir pride, destroy their fossi- 
creeds, and again accept spiritual manifestations. Other­

wise they must continue to dwindle away in numbers to  ultimately 
perish in eternal forgetfulness.

B R I E F  R E P O R T  O F  D R . P E E B L E S ’ L A S T  

L E C T U R E  I N  T H E  O P E R A  H O U S E .

T h e r e  cou ld  n o t  L av e  been less  th a n  2 ,5 0 0  p erson s p re­
s e n t on  S u n d ay  even in g  la s t , e ith e r  s itt in g  o r  standing, 
to  h e a r  th e  closin g  le c tu re , a d v e rtise d  t o  t r e a t  upon the 
su b je ct o f  D e a th — C re m a tio n — F u n e r a ls — a n d  th e  Con­
dition  o f  th e  S o u ls o f  In fa n ts , I d io ts , Su icid es;"and the 
W ic k e d  in th e  W o r ld  o f  S p irits . T h e  co u rse  th rou gh ­
o u t  prov ed  a  co m p lete  su cce ss  ; th u s  re b u k in g  th e  faint­
h e a rte d , a n d  p u ttin g  to  s ilen ce  a ll c a r p e r s  and pseudo­
critics . I t  is now  an  ad m itted  f a c t  th a t  Spiritu alism  is 
alread y  a  pow er in M e lb o u rn e , an d  a  g ro w in g  power 
th ro u g h o u t th e  colony.

A f te r  a p p ro p ria te  re m a rk s  by th e  ch airm an , M r. 
S to w , ex p la n a to ry  o f  th e  aim s o f  th e  “  M elbourne  
S p iritu a lis t and F r e e -th o u g h t A sso cia tio n ,”  follow ed hy 
a very  elo q u en t re n d e rin g  o f  M iss  D o te n ’s  poem  upon 
“  L ife ,” by M r s . W illia m s, D r. P e e b le s  r is in g  and quot­
ing th e  R e v e la to r ’s w ords, “  T h e r e  s h a ll  be no  m o re dea th "  
said in  s u b s ta n c e :—

T h a t  life and d e a th , as  G o d 's  r ig h t  an d  left-hand  
a n g e ls ; a s  p o sitiv e  and n eg ativ e  fo rce s  in  n a tu re  ¡ as. 
m u sical rip p les up on  th e  m e asu re less  o ce a n  o f  existence  
w ere  b o th  in th e ir  tu r n  an d  tim e  eq u ally  b eau tifu l. In ­
sects , anim als, m en  died, n o t  b ecau se  A d am  p arto ok  of 
E d e n ’s f ru it, b u t b ecau se  th e y  w ere  m o rta l , being con­
s titu te d  o f  p h ysically  o rg an ised  su b stan ces. T h e  “ fall 
o f  m an ”  w as a  fall from  ig n o ra n ce  to  kn ow ledge— a  fall 
u p w ard o n e  s te p  h ig h e r in th e  m a rch  o f  p ro g ress . Tho 
law  o f  prog ression , w hile in filling, o v e ra rch e d  a ll things.

M e n  w ere  n o t  p laced  up on  e a r th  to  p re p a re  to  die but 
to  p re p a re  to  live, a n d  if  w ell p re p a re d  to  liv e  th ey  wero 
p rep ared  fo r  a n y  e v e n t, ev en  d e a th , w h ich  w as b u t tran ­
sition, o r  th e  tra n sp la n tin g  o f  th e  so u l in to  th e  Sunnier  
g ard en s o f  G od.

O n e  of th re e  d estin ies aw aited  a ll h u m an  beings— a  
dream less an n ih ilatio n : en d less hell to rm e n ts ; o r a fu tu ro  
con sciou s and p ro g ressiv e  e x is te n ce  f o r  a ll h u m an  intel- 
ligen cies. T h e  la t te r  w as th e  te a c h in g  o f  Spiritualism . 
T h e  process o f  d y in g  w as j u s t  as  n a tu r a l  as  th e  p rocess of 
b irth . T h e  sp asm s and seem in g  th ro e s  o f  ag o n y  during  
th e  ch an g e w ere  n o t  in d icativ e  o f  pain, b u t  o f  th e  soul's  
e fto rt to  b u rs t  aw ay  from  th e  im p a ire d  a n d  crum bling  
te n e m e n t if. h ad  in h ab ited .

T h e  sp eak er vividly d escrib ed  th e  b u rn in g  o f  a  corpBO 
th a t  he w itnessed  in C a lc u tta , a n d  re fe rre d  in ciden tally  
to  th e  crem atio n  o f  B a ro n  de P a lm  in  A m e rica . H e  also 
d ep icted  th e  P a r s e e  m eth o d  o f  e x p o sin g  th e ir  dead upon 
“ T h e  T o w ers  o f  S ilen ce ,” an d  co m p ared  i t  w ith  Christian  
b u rial, exp ressin g  fo r  h im self  a  p re fe re n ce  fo r  crem ation. 
P e o p le  sh ou ld  n o t  v isit ce m e te rie s  a n d  le a n  ov er newly 
m ad e g ra v e s , as  th e  sick en in g  g asses  r is in g  th erefrom  
g e n e ra te d  d ise a s e ; n e i th e r  sh o u ld  th e y , a s  th e  custom  
w as in  C h ristian  lan d s a t-fu n e ra ls , b en d  a n d  w eep  over 
decom p osin g p u trid  d e a d ^ o d ie s , e v e n  th o u g h  encoffiued.



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 1203

The p ractice  w hile u n  p h ilosop h ical en d an g ered  th e  health . 
The co rp se  th e y  k issed  w as h u t  so m u ch  dead d iso rg an is­
ing m atter . T h e  frie n d  th e y  m o u rn ed  h ad escap ed  from  
th e  e arth y  shell, an d  lo o k in g  b ack  w ondered th a t  th e  
friends did n o t  d istin g u ish  b etw een  th e  d e se rte d  house  
and th e  m an th a t  o n ce  in h ab ited  i t— b etw een  th e  c ru m ­
bling cast-o ff body an d  th e  re s u rr e c te d  soul.

F u n e ra ls  w ere  g e n e ra lly  co n d u cte d  up on a  to o  exp en -  
give scale . T h e y  w e re  a lso  to o  g loom y and P a g a n  in 
app earan ce. T o m b sto n es and c o s tly  m arb le  shafts w ere  
un necessary a n d  u n p ro d u ctiv e . T h e  a n c ie n t Je w s  
m ourned in s a ck c lo th ; th e  C h in ese  m o u rn  in w h ite  ;  th e  
A m erican M an d an  In d ia n s  in  b l u e ; a n d  C h ristian s  in

real in n er feelin gs, w as o fte n  a  p an d erin g  to  fash ion , a  
burden to  th e  p o o r, an d  sh ou ld  be disp ensed w ith , espe­
cially w ith S p iritu a lis ts . T h e  A m e rica n  S h ak ers co n ­
ducted th e ir  fu n era ls  sen sib ly  and ra tio n a lly . N o  to w er­
ing head ston es d isfigured  th e ir  ce m e te rie s . A n  ordinary  
Christian fu n eral, a tte n d e d  by a  lo n g -v isag ed  p rie s t, and  
closing w ith th e  h y m n —

“ H a rk  from  th e  to m b  a  doleful soun d,”  

was com parable to  th e  seco n d  d eath  m en tion ed  in th e  
Apocalypse.

T he sp eak er e x p re sse d  th e  w ish  to  b e  le f t  a lo n e  w hen  
dying, o r a t  m o s t to  h a v e  p re s e n t b u t one o r  tw o  calm  
loving friends. T h e se  sh ou ld  s in g  a  h opeful, ch eerfu l 
song. T h e  body, if  n o t  b u rn e d , sh ou ld  be laid  cosy  and  
com fortable up on its  sid e in  a  plain  coffin, a n d  e ith e r  a  
lively hym n sh ou ld  be su n g, o r  a  b ra ss  b an d  sh ou ld  dis­
course s tirrin g  m u s ic ; and w hen th e  tran ce-sp eak in g  and  
other exe rcise s  a r e  co n clu d ed , th e  fu n era l c o r te g e  should  
move off q u ick  an d  b o u n d in g  to w a rd s  th e  ce m e te ry , as  
though a  la s t k ind a c t  w as b ein g  g lad ly  r a th e r  th an  
grudgingly p erform ed .

E ach  should five ns lo n g  in  th e  e a rth ly  body as  p o s­
sible. E x p e rie n c e s , tr ia ls , an d  su fferin gs w ere  n ecessary  
schoolings. O ften  th e  d y in g  w ere  n o t  ev en  fo r  a  m om ent 
unconscious. T h o se  w ho d ied  su d d en  an d  u n n atu ral  
deaths rem ain ed  u n co n scio u s fo r  h o u rs, and som etim es  
for days. E a c h  o n e  a t  d eath  g ra v ita te d  to  his ow n  
spiritual p lan e o f  e x is te n ce  ; th e  p u re r  th e  life  h e re  th e  
higher th e  sp h e re  beyond th e  g ra v e . In fa n ts  g re w  to  
th e  full s ta tu re  o f  m an h ood  in sp irit-life . P h ilosoph i­
cally speak ing th e re  w e re  n o id io ts  ; a ll h ad  th e  D ivine  
germ  w ithin, and i f  n o t  d ev elop ed  in th is , i t  w ill be in 
th e  fu tu re  w orld. C o m p en satio n  an d  ju s t ic e  w ere  su re  
to be m eted to  a ll. S u icid es  h av in g  p u rp osely  severed  
th e  th read  o f  life, an d  co w ard ly  le f t  th e ir  a llo tte d  w ork  
on earth  u n d o n e, su ffered  k een  an gu ish  a n d  rem o rse  in 
the spheres o f  re trib u tio n  ; b u t G o d ’s  love w as o v er all. 
Jesu s w as still p re a ch in g  to  sp irits ' in p rison . A n gels  
delighted to  m in iste r  to  th o se  below  t h e m ; an d  so th e

T H E  T R I N I T Y .
'  R iv e r  L e v e n , A p ril 7 ,  1 8 7 7 .

D e a b  H a b b in g e b ,— A  re p ly  h as  alread /  app eared  in  
y o u r  jo u rn a l in an sw er to  “ A  F rie n d ly  O p p o n e n t;”  still, 
as  I  th in k  i t  does- n o t co v er all th e  g ro u n d  capab le o f  
exp lo ra tio n , I  hope you will afford m e th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
o f g ivin g  exp ression  to  a  few  th o u g h ts  on  th e  su b je ct a t  
issu e . T h e  p o in t to  bo discussed is n o t w h eth er th e  G od­
h ead  con sists  o f  a  T rin ity  o r  n o t, fo r  th a t  is  a  qu estion  
for th eolo gian s and m etaph ysicians ; b u t w h at w e have  
sim ply to  do w ith is  th e  law  o f  evidence, and w h eth er a  
m an  w ould b e  justified in ad o p tin g  a n y  th eo ry  n o t  sup-

__________  , _______ _ ____.  , p o rted  e ith e r  b y sound logical reaso n in g  o r  facts . T ru e ,
black. M q u rn in g  a p p a re l, w hile o fte n  n o in d ex  to th e  j ^ ere  a re  m atiy th in g s in physics w e do n o t u n d erstan d ,

in the H ells— as  S w ed en b o rg  w ould  s a y — w ere th ro u gh  
punishm ent, re p e n te n ce , a n d  asp ira tio n , b ro u g h t u p  on  
to th e  beau tifu l tab le -lan d s o f  im m o rta lity .

R eferrin g  to  th e  sad  u n h ap p y  con d ition  o f  A s to r , V an ­
derbilt, S te w a rt, W a r d , S in g e rs  a n d  o th e rs  in sp irit-life  
who, w hen on e a r th , w e re  w ealth y  a n d  selfish, he said  
th a t som e o f th e se  h ad r e tu rn e d  th ro u g h  m edium s be­
m oaning th e ir  so rd id , w o rld ly , m issp en t liyes. C ou n ted  
rich on e a r th , th e y  w e re  n o w  sp iritu ally  p o or.

A s  an  offset to  th e se , a n d  o th e r  u n h ap p y sp ir its , he  
read th e  follow ing co m m u n ica tio n  from  a  h ap p y  s p ir i t : —

" passin g fro m  e a r th  to  th e  abode o f sp irits  I  did 
n o t lu lly lose m y  co n scio u sn ess. T h e  ch a n g e  w as in y o u r  
evening-tim e. L e a v in g  th e  e a r th ly  cask et, I  floated  
through sp ace , led  b y  a n  a n g e l-g u id e  to  m y im m ortal 
home. T h ere  is n o th in g  on  e a r th  w ith w hich I  can  com ­
pare it . T h e  lig h t w as a lm o st d azzlin g . T h e  atm osp h ere  
glowed w ith je w e ls ; th e  h e a d  w as b ath ed  and illum ined  
with a  golden a u r a , and th e  w h ole  form  im m ersed  in an  
arom a o f  b rig h tn ess . A m id  valleys o f  ro ses  flowed sil- 
ve7  s tream s. T h e  lan d scap es w ere  diversified w ith hills 
and daies. T h e re  w e re  g a rd e n s, fou n tain s, fields, a r t -  
galleries, ban ds o f  m u sic , a n d  w h ite-rob ed  se e rs  and sages  
m inistering to  m u ltitu d e s  th a t  seem in gly  no m an could  
num ber. I t  w as H e a v e n . S t r i v e ! O , s t r i v e ! m o rtal  

ro th er to  so  live a s  to  be fu lly  p re p a re d  to  m e e t m e  
when th e  p ilg rim ag e  o f  m o rta l life  is en d ed .”

b u t w e c a n n o t r e je c t  th em  b ecau se th e ir  ex is te n ce  is to o  
palpab ly en forced . P e rh a p s  th e  m ost sim ple th in g s in 
n a tu re  a r e  m ysteries to  th e  scientific w orld , w ith reg ard  
to  th e  law s and p rin cip les b y  w hich th e y  a re  govern ed. 
W h o  know s an y th in g  ab o u t th e  p re cise  actio n  o f  tho  
e le c tr ic  fluid, a n d  th e  w onderful s e c r e t  o f  its  tra n s c e n ­
d e n t e n e r g y ?  Som e o f  i ts  h ab its  a re  know n by th e  
effects, a n a  so w e a r e  ab le  in a  m easu re  to  d ire c t its  
pow ers ; b u t if  w e w ere th o ro u g h ly  acq u ain ted  w ith th e  
scien ce  o f  e le c tr ic ity , fresh  discoveries w ould n o t  be co n ­
tin u ally  b reak in g  upon u s . F a c ts  hatfe to  co m e first in 
m a n ’s m o rta l life, an d  prin ciples a fterw ard s ; and heaven  
is  th e  corresp o n d en ce betw een h is ex isten ce  and his e x p e ­
rien ce. M a n  know s n o th in g  in physics from  th eo ry  a t  first, 
b u t facts  a r e  p resen ted  to  him th ro u g h  which, by carefu l 
a rran g em en t and ob servation , he is enabled to  e lu cid a te  
a  sy stem  w hich he tu rn s  to  a cco u n t in fu r th e r  op eration s. 
A ll th e  g r e a te s t  exp erim en ts  ever m ade w ere cru d e  (ex­
p erim en ts  a t  f irs t,a n d  afterw ard s red u ced  to  a la w . W e  
a re  obliged th e n  to  a cce p t things th a t  a re  forced  upon  
"Us, th o u g h  w e m ay n o t u n d erstan d  them  ; b u t w hen wo 
com e on  to  th e  th eo lo g ian 's  g ro u n d  how do w e stan d  ? 
T h e  on ly  evid en ce w e can  g e t  h e re  con sists  o f  ce rta in  
conclu sion s w e m ay com e to  as th e  r e su lt  o f  argu m en ts  
em p lo yed . A  g r e a t  m any d o n 't req u ire  a rg u m e n t a t  all, 
b u t a re  satisfied with a u th o rity  and assertio n , from  which 
sp rin g s fa ith ; th a t  show s itse lf  to  be weak o r  s tro n g  a c ­
co rd in g  to  tem p eram eu t. T h e  m an w ith s tro n g  faith , it  
is to  him  th e  sam e as  f a c t , and he w onders o th e rs  do n  >t 
see  a s  he does. H e  will te ll y o u  he kuow s it 's  tru e  be­
cau se  he feels i t  h e re — pointing to  his h e a rt— fo rg e ttin g  
th a t  his b e lief is  n o t com m u nicable. Evidenfce, to  be  
w h a t its  nam e im plies, m u st be capab le o f  transm ission , 
w h eth er th e  su b ject b e  willing to  receiv e  i t  o r  n o t. E v i­
d en tly  th e n  on  relig iou s su b jects  th e re  is n o evidence  
b u t only conviction , which is produced by e ith er faith  o r  

a rg u m e n t. T h e  th e o ry  o f  th e  T riu ity  belongs to  tho  
reg io n  o f  sp ecu lation , fo r  we know  n othing o f  i t  b y actu al, 
d em o n stratio n . T h e  whole m ay be sum m ed up in a  v e ry  
few  w ord s :— I n  scien ce, w e have fa cts  unexplained ; in

work o f  ed u catio n  an d  red em p tio n  w ould g o  on  till th o se  relig ion  w e have no facts , b u t m ere th eories, and som e o f
111 t llA  TTp Ho . . . . .  , 1 ._ —... .1 .   ̂ I .  . .  . . .  . . . A ! - ! — t l -  t . .  L a  f l t ath em  sufficiently fa n ta s tic  to  m ake th eolo gy  th e  m ockery  

o f  th e  1 9 th  ce n tu ry .
I  am  so rry  to  find th a t D r. P eeb les is so ira te  with H u d ­

son T u ttle , a s  I  have a  frien dly  feeling tow ard s “ D ar­
winism  ”  m yself. H o w  can  i t  be explained th a t  th e re  
should bo su ch  a  wide difference in th e  progressive co n ­
dition  o f variou s n ation s o f  th e  e a rth  ?  T ak e, fo r  in stan ce  
th e  T e rra -d e l-F u e g ia n s , who re p re se n t th e  very  low est 
p o in t in th e  scale  o f  civilisation . T h ey  d o n 't even know  
enough to  p ro cu re  them selves th e  n ecessaries o f  life, and  
th e ir  hab its a re  bestial. S cien tific m en a re  a t  a  loss to  
class th em , w h eth er as  m en o r  m onkeys. C erta in ly  th ey  
have no ta ils , and th ey  a r e  n o t four-h anded c re a tu re s , o r  
o th erw ise th e y  have hll th e  a ttrib u te s  o f  an  ap ish  origin. 
A fte r  th em  com e th e  D ig g er Indians, th e  B u sh m en , and  
A n d am an  Islan d ers , a l l  in differen t d eg rees  o f  ad v an ce ; 
m en t, which w ould seem  to  g ive som e plausib ility  to  
D arw in 's  th e o ry . I  wish D r . P eeb les w ould give a  m ore  
sa tisfacto ry  solution to  th is difficult problem .

Y o u r s  tru ly , IN VESriGATOtt.

W i l l  som e one inform  us w h ere, am on g th e  old M e th o ­
dist hym ns, o r in w b at collection , th ese  em in eu tly  pious 
lines m ay be found ?—

The world, the Devil, and Tom Paino 
Have tried their best, but all in  vain ;
They can't prevail, the reason’s this—
The Lord protects the Methodists.
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A T T I T U D E  O F  T H E  M E L B O U R N E  " A G E . "  

B e l o w , f in d  o n e  a m o n g  o t h e r  p a r a g r a p h s ,  r e c e n t l y -
ap p earin g  as a sub -editorial in th e  A g e  :—

"  We do not know whether the second advent of the seer Peebles 
is to be attributed to a relaxed or ah increased interest in Spiritu­
alism in Victoria." "L a s t Sunday Mr. Peebles delivered Ins se­
cond lecture to a theatre crowded with an audience which must 
have had some motive for going to listen to him ." “ Bu t the 
detection of such arrant impostors as Ilr. Slade, who has ju st 
escaped sentence in London ns a knave and a vagabond, has a 
tendency to shake the faith of the ordinary public ; but we gather 
from their periodical literature that the genuine Spiritualist pre­
sents an undaunted front and an unclouded mind to such awk­
ward contretempt ns the discovery of a Judas among the Apostles. 
The tru 'h  seems to be th at it  is much more difficult to unbelieve 
than to believe." “ A Bacon passing sentences upon witches, and 
a Crookes defending the materialisation of his defunct grand­
mother, may 1« bracketed together as pscyhological curiosities 
of the same order."

M r. Peeb les has never called  him self, n o r  au­
th orised  o th ers  to  ca ll him  a “ s e e r ."  T h is whole  
m atter  orig in ated  in cheap “  new sp aper s la n g .” H is  
“  second advent ” is c learly  a ttrib u ta b le  to a n  in creased  
in te re s t in Spiritualism . N o n e  w itnessing th e  crow ded  
audiencos in th e  O p era  H ouso can d o u b t th is . D r . Slade  
is  n e ith er a  “ knave o r a  vagabond," b u t a  w o rth y  u p righ t  
m an and m edium . W h e n  th e  proceedings ag ain st him  
w ere quashed he left L ond on to Dll an  en g ag em en t in 
E u ssia . T ak en su dden ly illb efo rereach in g  S t. P e tersb u rg , 
he rem ain s on th e  C on tin en t, w illing to  re tu rn  to  L o n  
don so soon ns his h ealth  perm its, and ho can  be a ssu red  
o f  a  fa ir  trial. T he u n ju st p ersecu tio n  o f  D r. S lad e  has  
g re a tly  benefitted Spiritualism  in E n g lan d , in asm uch as  
i t  b ro u g h t th e  evidence o f  th e  N a tu ra lis t, A . R . W a lla ce ,  
and o th er S cien tists  in to  C o u rt.

T h e  testim on y o f  C rookes, Fellow  o f  tho R o y al S o ciety , 
ed itor o f  tho L ondon Q u arterly  J o u r n a l o f  S c ien ce ,  d is­
co v erer o f  tho m etalth alliu m , & c , m u st a f te r  e ig h t years  
o f study and in vestigation  o f  S p iritu al P h en o m en a, in ­
cluding “ M aterializatio n ,” c a rry  quito as  m uch w eight 
w ith th in k ers as  th is M elb ou rn e .¿fys jo u rn alist.

S A M U E L  J O H N S O N , A  S P I R I T U A L I S T .

B y  C. W . R o n N E n ,  M .D .
H am ilton .

W e l l  acqu ainted  as  I  was w ith D r. Jo h n so n ’s m y stic  
tendencies, and his n atu ra l disposition for gh o st-h u n tin g , 
I  la te ly  search ed  B osw ell’s im m ortal w ork for w h at posi­
tive traces  i t  m igh t con tain  o f  tho s tu rd y  D o cto r ’s 
opinions on th e  su b ject o f gh osts, sp irits, and an  a f te r ­
life, o r  “  vie ou tre  tombe," as th e  F r e n c h  ca ll it . W h ils t  
th u s searching, I  found th e  follow ing rem ark ab le  passage  
on page 3 0 1 , vol. ii., o f  F itz g e ra ld ’s  edition, w hich is 
highly ch a ra cte ristic  o f  blu n t Sam ’s e a rn e st v iolen ce and  
fire o f  enthusiasm  when en g aged  in con v ersation  on  sub­
je c ts  he to ok  a  w arm  and lively in te re s t in . T h e  su b ject 
u n d er discussion a t  th e  tim e  w as th a t  o f  gh osts , and  
Jo h n so n , w hen asked by his inquisitive biograph ical spy  
w h at he th o u g h t o f  Jo h n  W e s le y ’s  gh o st, and w h at he  
h ad m ade o f  his s to ry , rep lied — “ I  am  so rry  th a t  Jo h n  
did n o t tak e  m oro pains to  enquire into th o  evidence for  
i t .” M iss Sew ard, on e o f  th e  in terlo cu to rs , h ere  in te r ­
ru p te d  th e  d o ctor, sayin g w ith a n  in credulous sm ile—  
“  W h a t ,  s ir , a b o u t a  g h o s t? ” Jo h n so n  (w ith  solem n  
v eh em en ce)— “ Y e s ,  M adam , th is is  a  qu estion  which, 
a fte r  five th ou san d  y e a rs , is y e t  undecided ; a  question, 
w h eth er in th eolo gy  o r  philosophy, one o f  th e  m ost im ­
p o rta n t th a t  can  com e b efore  th e  hum an u n d erstan d in g .”  
A n d  so i t  is to  an y  tru e-th in k in g  m ind. Jo h n so n  has  
clearly  seen th a t  th e  question o f  a  fu tu re  life is th e  very  
backbone o f  ev ery  religion , no m a tte r  w h eth er th e  reli­
g ion  b e  th a t  o f  th e  fetish  w orshipper, th e  B u d d h ist, th e  
M ahom m edan , th e  Je w , o r  th e  C hristian . R elig ion  has 
plainly n o m eaning, w ith o u t a  positive know ledge o f  a  
life  beyond th e  tom b . T h is know ledge, m oreover, form s 
a lso , even  in dep en d en tly  o f  religion , th e  soun dest basis 
fo r  a n y  sy stem  o f  e th ic s ; fo r  w h at stim ulus to  lead  a  
m oral life can  possib ly be s tro n g e r  th an  th e  ce rta in  know ­
led g e  th a t  th e  u ltim ate  ob ject o f  ou r e x is te n ce  is  e te rn a l  
p ro g ressio n , an d  th a t  o u r  te rre s tr ia l  c a re e r  is  on ly  a n  in­
finitesim ally sm all a r c  o f  th a t  circle  o f  o u r  life w hose  
co n s ta n tly  sh iftin g  c e n tr e  k eep s e te rn a lly  w idening its  
circu m fe re n ce .

T h a t  D r . Jo h n so n  possessed  in  a  v e ry  h igh  d eg ree  th e  
tru e  c h a ra cte ris tics  o f  a  g en u in e  in v estig a to r, an  uncom ­
prom isin g love o f  t r u th , a  co m p reh en siv e  in te lle c t , and 
p le n ty  o f  m oral co u ra g e  to  m e e t th e  stu b b o rn  opposition  
o f  a  w orld o f  cram p ed  m in d s a p p ears  from  an o th er im­
p o rta n t p assage on  p ag e  2 4 9 ,  vo l. I .  I t  ru n s  thus  
“  W o  talk ed  o f  b elief in g h o sts . H e  said  : S ir , I  mako 
a  d istin ction  b etw een  w h at a  m a n  m ay  e x p e rie n ce  by tho 
m e re  s tro n g th  o f  his im ag in atio n , a n d  w h a t im agination  
c a n n o t possibly p rod u ce . T h u s, su p p o se  I  should think 
th a t  I  saw  a  form , a n d  h e a rd  a  v o ice — ‘ Jo h n so n , you 
a re  a  v e ry  w icked fellow , a n d  u n less  y o u  re p e n t you will 
ce rta in ly  be p u n ish ed ;’  m y ow n u n w o rth in ess  is so deeply 
im pressed up on  m y m ind th a t  I  m ig h t im a gin e  I  thus 
saw  and h eard , a n d  th e re fo re  I  sh o u ld  n o t  believe th at  
a n  e x te rn a l co m m u n ica tio n  h ad been m ad e to  m o. B u t  
if  a  form  sh ou ld  a p p e a r, a n d  a  v o ice  sh ou ld  te ll m e th at 
a  p a r ticu la r  m an h ad  died a t  a  p a r tic u la r  p lace , and a  
p a rticu la r  h o u r, a  f a c t  w hich I  had  no ap p reh en sio n  of, 
n o r  any m eans o f  know ing, an d  th is  f a c t  w ith a ll its  c ir ­
cu m stan ces  should afterw ard s  be u n q u estion ab ly  proved, 
I  should in th a t  caso  bo p ersu ad ed  th a t  I  h ad  superna­
tu ra l (su p erh u m an  w ould b e  m o re  c o r r e c t ) ,  in telligence  
im p arted  to  m e .”

“ H e ro , it is p ro p er,”  co n tin u es B o sw e ll, " o n c e  for all 
to  g ive a  tr u e  an d  fa ir  s ta te m e n t o f  J o h n s o n ’s w ay o f  
th in k in g  up on  th e  q u estio n  w h e th e r  d e p a rte d  sp irits  are  
ov er p erm itted  to  ap p e a r in th is  w o rld , o r  in an y  way to 
o p e ra te  upon h u m an  life. H e  h as b een  ig n o ran tly  mis- 
p resen ted  a s  w eak ly cred u lo u s up on th a t  s u b je c t ; and, 
th e re fo re , th o u g h  I  feel a n  in clin a tio n  to  disdain and 
t r e a t  w ith s ile n t co n te m p t so a b su rd  a  n o tio n  con cern in g  
m y illu strio u s frien d , y e t  as  I  find i t  h as gain ed  ground  
i t  is n ecessary  to  ro fu te  it . T h o  re a l f a c t  th e n  is, th a t  
Jo h n so n  h ad a  v e ry  philosoph ical m ind , a n d  such a  ra ­
tional re sp e ct fo r  te s tim o n y , as  to  m ak e  him  sub m it his 
u n d erstan d in g  to  w h a t w as a u th e n tica lly  proved , though  
he could n o t com p reh en d  w h y i t  w as so . B e in g  th u s dis­
posed, ho w as w illing to  in q u ire  in to  th e  tr u th  o f  any  
re la tio n  o f  su p ern atu ra l a g en cy , a  g e n e ra l b e lief o f  which 
h as prevailed in a ll n a tio n s a n d  a g e s . B u t  so fa r  w as he 
from  b ein g  th e  dupe o f  im p licit fa ith  t h a t  he exam ined  
th e  m a tte r  w ith a je a lo u s  a tte n tio n , an d  n o  m an  w as m ore  
re a d y  to  refu te  its  falsehood w h en  h e  d iscov ered  i t .”

I n  o rd e r  to  p u t  m y o rig in al p ro p o sitio n — th a t  Dr. 
Jo h n so n  w as a g en u in e  a n d  u n tir in g  in v e s tig a to r  o f tho 
p h enom en a in d icativ e  o f  th e  e x is te n ce  o t a  spiritual 
rea lm  in to  a  still s tr o n g e r  lig h t—-I  sh all, in  conclusion, 
q u ote a  g h o s t s to ry  re la te d  b y  th e  g r e a t  m a ster  him self;  
and as  th e  s to ry  in  q u estio n  fu rn ish es a  good in stan ce  o f  
sp irit-id e n tity , I  deem  i t ,  fo r  th is  c ircu m sta n ce  alone, 
w o rth y  o f  th e  ca re fu l a tte n tio n  a n d  co n sid era tio n  o f the 
read er. H e r e  is  th o  u n ab rid g ed  n a r r a t iv e :— “ A m ongst 
th e  n u m erou s p rin ts  p o ste d  o n  th e  w alls o f  th e  dining­
room  a t  S tre a th a m  w as H o g a rth ’s ‘ M o d e rn  M idnight 
C o n v ersa tio n .’ I  ask ed  him  w h a t h e  k n ew  o f  Parson  
F o rd , w ho m akes a  co n sp icu o u s fig u re  in  th o  riotous  
gro u p e. J o h n s o n  : ‘ S ir , he w as m v  a cq u a in ta n ce  and 
re la tio n , m y m o th e r’s  n ep h ew . H e  h ad  p u rch ased  a  liv­
in g  in  th o  c o u n try , b u t  n o t  s im o n iaca lly . I  never saw 
him  b u t in th e  c o u n try . I  h a v e  b een  to ld  h e  was a  man 
o f  g r e a t  p a r ts  ; v e ry  p roflig ate , b u t  I  n e v e r  h eard  lie was 
im pious.’ B o s w e l l :  ‘  W a s  th e r e  n o t  a  s to ry  o f  his gh ost 
h av in g a p p e a re d ? ’ J o h n s o n :  ‘ S ir , i t  w as believed. A  
w aiter  a t  th e  H u m m u m s, in  w h ich  h o u se  F o r d  died, had 
been ab se n t fo r  som e tim e , an d  r e tu r n e d , n o t  knowing  
th a t  F o rd  w as d ead . G o in g  to  th e  c e lla r , acco rd in g  to  
th e  s to r y , h e  m e t  him  ; g o in g  d o w n  ag ain  h e  m e t him a  
seco n d  tim e . W h e n  h e  ca m e  u p , h e  a sk e d  som e o f the  
people o f  th o  h o u se w h a t F o r d  co u ld  b e  d o in g  th ere . 
T h ey  to ld  him  F o r d  w as d ead . T h e  w a ite r  to o k  a  fever, 
in w hich he la y  for so m e tim e , w h en  h e  reco v e re d , he 
said  he h ad a  m essag e  t o  d e liv e r  to  som e w om en from  
F o r d  ; b u t  h e  w as n o t  to  te l l  w h a t o r  to  w hom . H e  
w alked o u t ; h e  w as fo llo w ed  ;  b u t  so m ew h ere  ab o u t St. 
P a u l’s th e y  lo s t h im . H e  ca m e  b a ck , an d  said  he de­
liv ered  th e  m essage, a n d  th e  w o m en  e x cla im e d  ‘ Then  
w e a r e  a ll u n d o n e !’ D r .  P e l le t ,  w h o w as n o t  a  cred u ­
lo u s  m an , in q u ired  in to  th e  t r u t h  o f  th is  s to ry , and he 
sa id  th e  evid en ce w as ir re s is tib le . M y  w ife  w e n t to  the 
H u m m u m s ( i t  is  a  p la ce  w h ere  p e o p le  g e t  them selves  
c u p p e d ). I  b elieve sh e  w e n t w ith  th e  in te n tio n  to  hear
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about th is s to ry  o f  F o r d . A t  f irs t  th e y  m ad e difficulty  
to te ll h e r ;  b u t, a f te r  th e y  h ad  ta lk e d  to  h e r, sh e  cam e  
away satisfied th a t  i t  w as t r u e . T o  h e  su re , th e  m an had 
a fever, and th is  vision  m ay  h av e  b een  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  
it . B u t  if  th e  m e ssag e  to  th e  w o m en , and th e ir  beh avi­
our upon it  w ere  t r u e  a s  re la te d , th e r e  w as som eth in g  
su p ern atu ral. T h a t  r e s ts  u p o n  h is w ord , and th e r e  it 
rem ains.”

M en o f  th e  Jo h n so n  s ta m p  a r e  v e r y  m u ch  w an ted  in 
our tim e. M en  o f  em in e n ce , who a r e  n o t  afraid  o f  s ta k ­
ing th e ir  n am es a n d  re p u ta tio n s  in d efend in g op en ly  and  
manfully w h a t th e y  h av e  fou n d  by am p le  e x p e rie n ce  to  
bo th e  tru th . T o  m y m in d  th e  co n d u c t o f  a  N ico d cm u s, 
possessing th e  w h ole t r u t h ,  b u t  n o t  h aiT n g~ tire  m oral 
courage o f  s ta n d in g  b y  i t ,  is  f a r  m o re  h u m iliatin g  than  
th at ol a  blindly p e rs e cu tin g  S a u l ; fo r, w hile S au l a c ts  
accord ing to  th e  d ic ta te s  o f  his co n scie n ce , believing to  
do a good w ork  by p e rs e cu tin g  th e  S p iritu a lis ts , JS'ico- 
dem us, know ing th e  fa r-re a c h in g  im p o rta n ce  o f  his co n ­
victions, is u n ab le to  b rin g  th e  p a l tr y  sacrifice  o f  his 
personal su p p o rt to  so s a cre d  a  ca u se , fearin g  le s t he 
m ight him self lose th e  s u p p o r t o f  his b en igh ted  fellow - 
men. Su ch c o n d u c t a m o u n ts  a lm o st to  g ivin g  th e  lie  to  
th e  sp irit o f  tr u th  w hich m oves o u r  in n e rm o st h earts , 
and looked a t  in th is  lig h t th e  follow ers o f  N ico d em u s  
— th e night-ow ls o f  S p iritu alism — p re se n t a  m ost la m e n t­
able pictu re. B u t  l e t  u s  ta k e  c o u ra g e . A s  th e  su n  o f  
Spiritualism  rise s  in  th e  h o rizo n , a p p ro ach in g  its  m eridian  
apoint closer w ith e v e ry  su cce e d in g  y e a r , so will also  new  
apostles a rise  w ith  s tr o n g e r  h ead s an d  s to u te r  h earts , 
carryin g th e  flam ing to rc h  o f  th e  n ew ly-b orn  tr u th  a t  th e  
head o f  v ast a rm ie s  o f  e n th u sia s tic  follow ers. I n  th e  
m eantim e w e m u st be th an k fu l fo r  o u r  g r e a t  b u t isolated  
W allaces, C ro o k es, Y a r l e y s ,  F la m m a rio n s , & c., & c., p a ­
tiently w aiting fo r  th e  tim e  w hen i t  w ill b e  con sid ered  a  
great d istin ction  to  h a v e  fo u g h t in  th e  fo re m o st ra n k s  of  
the b attle  fo r  a  lifo e te rn a l.

A N  A D D R E S S  T O  F R E E - T H I N K E R S .

( C o n tin u ed .)
B e f o r e  resu m in g  th e  ab o ve, I  d esire  to  an sw er a  foot­
note to  m y la s t on e , w ritte n  by th e  ed ito r. I t  is s ta ted  
th at th e  an alogy  re p re se n te d  in m y  a rg u m e n t does n o t  
hold good, b e ca u se  th e  d b etrin es  o f  th e  T rin ity , th e  
A tonem ent, & c., a r e  n o t  “ d em o n strab le  by exp erim en t, 
as are  th e  m a tte rs  in r e g a rd  to  l ig h t ,"  & c. I  re p ly  th a t  
a person h earin g  fo r  th e  f irs t  tim e  th a t  in  th e  c e n tr e  o f  
Borne shadows th e r e  e x is ts  lig h t w ould disbelieve it , s a y ­
ing it opposed his r e a s o n ; b u t so soon as  ho b eg an  to  
experim ent h e  w ould d isco v er th e  s ta te m e n t to  be t -u e ,  
and would h av e  to  a c c e p t  a n d  b elieve i t  th ou g h  his reason  
condem ned i t  a ll th e  tim e . S im ilarly  w ith th e  T rin ity , 
&c. W e  ra tio n alise  o n  th e  m a tte r  an d , n o t  com p reh en d ­
ing, declare i t  to  b e  ab su rd  ; b u t  w h en, in th e  after-life , 
our eves a r e  o p en ed  a n d  w e a r e  a b le  to  m ako th e  e x p e ri­
m ent as  i t  w ere, w e m ay  p e rce iv e  th e  tr u th  o f  th e  d o c­
trine. W h a t  is  w an ted  in  e a c h  case  is  a  kn ow ledge o f  
“ th e  facts  o f  th e  m a t te r .”  H o w  c a n  w e re a so n  b u t from  
(and oil) w b at wo kotow ?  I  c o n tin u e : I n  so m e cases  
reason does n o t  in th e  s lig h te s t enab le y o u  to  discover  
either m ean in g, co n n e x io n , o r  a g re e m e n t. T ak e , for  
exam ple, th e  s ta te m e n t— “ T h e  d e a d  shall r ise ,”— w hat 
md does reason fu rn ish  h e re  ?  A g a in , b ecau se  w e ca n ­
not com prehend a  th in g  (o r  fa c t , o r  s ta te m e n t) , m u st we 
therefore r e je c t  i t  ?  W e  can ,not u n d erstan d  all th e  m ys­
teries  o f  o u r  ow n n a tu r e . I n  su ch  cases  reaso n  clearly  
fails.

O ne m ore “  p o in t ”  an d  I  m u st co n clu d e  m y add ress  
to  F re e -th in k e rs, re se rv in g  th a t  to  S p iritu alis ts  till n e x t  
♦ i ° n '  ^ ou F re e -th in k e rs  o ften  rid icu le  th e  ju s t ic e  o f  
the God o f  th e  B ib le . Y o u  deem  i t  ab su rd  and im pos­
sible th at a  G od o f  m e rc y , lo ve an d  ju s tic e , d row ned all 
the inhabitants (sav e  e ig h t p e rso n s) fo r  th eir'w ick ed n ess, 
slew hostile a rm ies , re g a rd e d  o n e  n atio n  w ith m o re  favor  
than an o th er, a n d  fin ally  th a t  h e  w ill pu nish a ll who r e ­
pent n o t, b u t die in th e ir  sins, w ith e v e rla s tin g  punish- 

N o w , to  y o u  F r e e -th in k e r s  w ho believe th a t  a  
Uod does ru le  th e  u n iv erse , I  say — D o e s  n o t  th is God  
ot Jove and m e rcy  p e r m it in  th e  w o rld  a ll m an n er o f  
w rong-doing, o f  d isease, o f  p a in  a n d  suffering ?  H av e  
not, qu ite re ce n tly , th o u san d s  o f  lives, and p ro p e rty  o f

im m ense value, been sacrificed  to  th e  w atery  god, a c a ta s ­
tro p h e  w hich no am ou n t o f  foresig h t cou ld  have averted  ? 
H av e n o t  th e  A n glican  ra ce  p rosp ered  beyond all o th ers, 
and bow cou ld  th e y  do th is  e x ce p t b y th e  perm ission , 
th e  fav o r o f  G o d ?  Y o u  r e je c t  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  e tern al 
to rm e n t, becau se you say  “  it is  d isp ro p o rtio n ate  to  the  
o flen ce.” B u t  a r e  th e re  n o t pu nishm ents in th is world  
th a t  a r e  disp roportioned to  th e  o ffen ce?— I f  so , th ey  
m u st e x is t  b y th e  will o f  G od , otherw ise th e y  w ould not 
e x i s t ; and if  G od p erm its th em  in th is  w orld why n o t in 
th e  n e x t ? IIo w  often  we see  a m an , b y one single fault 
o r  sin, in cu rrin g  a w hole lifetim e o f sham e, ob loq uy and  
suffering ! IIo w  often  we see 'p o o r dum b anim als— dogs, 
horses— m altrea ted , w orked (h o rses) to  death , w ith p er­
haps n o t  a  day of re st , o r  a  single h o u r o f  e n jo y m e n t; 
b u t day a f te r  day, th ro u g h o u t a w eary  life, drud gin g in 
pain an d  helpless m isery . Y e t  all th is is p erm itted  b y a 
m ercifu l, ju s t ,  and lovin g G od and F a t h e r  !

I f  y o u r  a rg u m en ts  te ll again et th e  G od o f  (biblical) 
rev elation, will th e y  n o t be effective also  ag ain st th e  God  
o f  creation ?

3 2 N D L Y  O P P O N E N T .

t  im prove h e r  position by 
th e  explanation  afforded in  r e  o u r  foot-iio to  to  heb last. 
T h e  an alogy  does n o t hold good, inasm uch as  th e  one  
th in g  is  scientifically  d em o n strab le /w h ilst th e  o th e r  is 
n o t. T h e  dogm as o f  th e  T rin ity  and A to n em en t a re  
p u rely  th e  in ventions o f  th e  priesthood, w ithout th e  pale  
o f  reason and n o t even w arran ted  b y tho book on which  
they profess to  found th e ir  belief. E a r l } {  tra in in g  and  
blind faith  a r e  essen tial to  a  belief in an ticip ation  o f  
evidence. T h ere  is  a  good deal o f  soph istry  in -th e  p re ­
sen t le t te r ,  which is p erh ap s exercised  un consciou sly  in 
th e  w rite r ’s z e a l  for w h at she believes to  bo tru th  ; but 
lo t h e r  exam in e in to  th e  basis o f  her belief, and ask h er­
se lf is  i t  n o t ra th e r  th e  resu lt o f th e  teach in g  and exam p le  
o f th ose w ith whom  she has been asso ciated . W e  never  
love th e  false d irect, e x ce p t w h ere i t  is m ade to  app ear  
to -u s  as  tr u th . W h e n  h e r  con cep tion s o f  G od widen, 
she will see  in th e  m an y a p p a re n t evils alluded to , th e  
in cid en ce o f ¡in im itab le law, in stead  o f  th e  exhibition by  
th e  D ivin e a r c h ite c t  o f  hu m an a ttrib u te s  and passions. 
T h e  w rite r  is  a  lad y  (th o u g h  w e have in tho la s t inad- 
v crted ly  spok en o f  h e r  in th e  m a sciliu o  sen ee), and to  
th is  she probably owes th e  exercise  on o u r  p a r t o f  g re a te r  
in d u lgen ce th an  would otherw ise have been afibrded.—  
E d. R .  o f  L . ]

T H E  A M E R I C A N  S H A K E R S  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

A mong o th e r  readin g m a tte r  received by th e  la s t mail 
from  A m erica , w as a  w ell-w ritten  pam ph let, by E ld e r  G . 
A . L o m as, en titled  " W h a t S h a ll 1  D o  to B e  a S h a k e r ? ” 

T h o se  who have listened to  D r: P eeb les’ series o f  le c ­
tu re s  in th e  O p era  H o u se, need n o t to  be inform ed th at  
w hile th e re  is no organised body-of S h akers in E n glan d , 
as  n ew sp apers have erron eou sly  rep orted , th e re  a re  som e  
sev en ty  fam ilies, o r  com m u nities o f  th em  in A m erica . A nd  
from  all reliab le  acco u n ts, w e a re  led to  believe th a t they  
a r e  n o t only a n  in telligen t, in du strious, peaceful, and  
W ell-to-do body o f  M illenial B eliev ers, b u t a re  all Spi­
r itu a lis ts . B u t  w e will le t  th is  eld er and ed ito r  o f  th e  
“ S h ak er M on th ly  ”  speak fo r  h im self:—  

i‘\Vc are the most radical Spiritualists of our day. We are tho­
roughly convinced of spirit communication and interpositions, 
spirit guidance and obsession. Our Spiritualism has permitted us 
to converse, face to face, With individuals once mortals, some of 
whom we well knew, and with others born before the b lood. All 
spiritual phenomena commonly occurring m the world had an 
inauguration among us, long before the -  Rochester Rapping? 
Bv our Spiritualism we have become confirmed infidels to the foolish 
Bodily Resurrection theory;  to the untrue and disappointing 
Atoneme-t doctrine;  to the monstrous Trinity  scheme ; to the 
cruel Predestination  belief, and to all the man-made creeds of the 
popular churches professing Christianity. W e arc sure these 
¡bines are untrue, and we have hundreds of testimonies from those 
who, when in the body, were as firm in the belief of their venty 
as any can be now, but who were bitterly disappointed on arrival 
in  the spirit world. We have progressed beyond mere physica 
phenomena to learn that these are ycu-y ins.gnificaiit compared 
with the trance, with open vision, and with the-iriif/i* ending to 
the higher life of the Spirit. “ Walk in the Spirit, and not fulhl 
the lusts of the flesh.”
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T H E  E D I T O R  O F  T H E  W E S L E Y A N  S P E C T A T O R  

C O N V A L E S C E N T .

T h o s e  understand ing th o  sym p ath etic  re latio n s existin g  
betw een body and mind have feared , qu ite  probably, w hen  
readin g th e  re ce n t num bers o f  th e  “ W e a k ly ”. Spectator, 
th a t  its  very  am iable ed itor w as suffering e ith e r  from  
biliousness, o r softening o f  tho b rain . Su ch frothy  
w ords as  th e  following (see  Spectator, A p ril 1 4 th ), “ s ti­
m ulu s,” “ b ottles o f  soda w ater,” “ flatu len t,” “ p ran ced ,” 
“ h y sterica l,” & c., in d icate  th a t th e  difficulty is largely  
cran ial. I n  such cases i t  is n ev er am iss to  recom m end  
s tr ic t  tem p eran ce , cold ap p lication s to  th o  brain , ab ste ­
m ious living and co n stan t p rayer, with th e  freq u en t co n ­
fession— “ 0  L o rd , wo have done th o se  things which we 
ou gh t n o t to  have d o n e ,"— which, by th e  w ay , if  th e  L o rd  
did not know , long a g o , tho people did.

W h ile  th o  la te  a tta ck s  upon S p iritu alists , ap p e a r­
ing in  th e  Spectator, a re  n o t qu ite  as coarse, in d ecen t, 
and u n tru e  as th e  form er, still in th is issue o f  th o  1 4 th , 
th e  ed ito r  says th a t D r. Peeb les' “ last visit to  M elb ourne  
w as a  n otoriou s fa ilu re ."  O n th e  co n tra ry , i t  was such  
a  com plete success  th a t, in vited, he is w ith us on ce  again, 
and has already lectu red  n early  tw o m onths in th o  O p era  
H o u se , to  audionces varyin g  from  tw o to  th re e  thousand, 
each  Sunday evening. C onsidering th e  sm all assem blages  
o f  tho W esley an s, and th e ir  co n stan t begging, to  keep  
th e ir  th eological “ to g g ery ”  in op eration , we can  forgive  
th e  Spectator  for being a  little  envious and irritab le  over 
ou r successes. B u t  ho m ust tr y  and cu ltiv a te  th e  scrip ­
tu ra l g races  o f  calm ness and resign ation . Possib ly he 
would find a  help in singing th eso  C h ristian  lines :—

Jcshurun waxed fat,
And down, his checks they hung ;

Against the Lord of Hosts he kicked,
And up his hcdls he flung.

T h o daily A rg u s ,  rep ortin g  D r. P eeb les' fifth d iscou rse  
s a y s :—

Mr. J ,  M. Peebles delivered the fifth of .his lectures on Spiritu­
alism a t the Opera House last night. The house was crowded in 
every part. The lecturer referred to  the subject of spirit paintings 
aud photographs, in the genuineness of which he affirmed his be­
lief. He had some years ago been doubtful on the subject, until 
he had obtained unmistakable evidence that the alleged spirit pho­
tographs were really pictures of the inhabitants of the spirit world- 
In the course of his remarks upon spirit communication he made 
the extraordinary statement that the abolition of slavery in the 
United States by Abraham Lincoln was effected a t the instance of 
the spirits. Lincoln having received a message through a lady- 
medium to the effect that success would not crown the Northern 
arms until the blot of slavery was washed away. The leefnrer 
created great amusement by rending an extract from a Methodist 
catechism, in which a child is mode to  answer th a t naturally he 
is "  an enemy of God, a  child of sin, and nn heir of hell I"  Mr. 
Peebles dwelt upon the enormity of teachiug such doctrines, and 
contended that “ h e ll"  and “ heaven "  are only symbols of states 
or conditions of being.

T h is is th e  evangelical “ e x tr a c t  ”  to  w hich th e  A rg u  
r e f e r s : — “ W h o  m ade you ?— G od. W h o  redeem e  
y o u  ? — T he H o ly  G h ost. O f w h at w ere y o u  m ade ? -  
D u st. W h a t  kind o f  a  h e a rt have you by n a tu re  ? — , 
h e a rt filled w ith all un righteousn ess. Can y o u  o f  youi 
se lf refo rm  o r  renew  y o u r w icked h e a rt ? — N o ;  I  at 
dead in tresp asses  and sins. W h a t  will becom e o f yo  
i f  y o u  die in y o u r s i n s ? — I  m u st go  to  H e ll  w ith th  
w icked. W h a t  kind o f  a  p lace is H e ll ? — A  p lace  c 
endless to r m e n t; being a  L a k e  th a t b u rn s w ith fire an
brim ston e. D oes origin al sin w holly defile you ? __Vei
W h a t  a re  you th e n  by n a tu re  ? — I  am  an  en em y o f Goc 
a  ch ild  o f  S atan , and h eir o f  H e ll.”

T h ese  catechism s and ch u rch  d o ctrin es, th an k  th e  goo  
an g els, a r e  rap id ly  dying o u t o f  all enligh ten ed  m ind. 
T h e  peo p le begin to  th in k  fo r  them selves. Sp iritu alist 
a n d  F re e -th in k e rs , un derm inin g th e  creed s o f  C hristen  
dom  an d  th e  m yth s o f  th eologian s w ill, e re  long, gen tl 
h in t t o  c lerg y m en  ev ery w h ere  to  earn  th e ir  bread lik  
o th e r  p e o p le  “ b y  th e  sw eat o f  th e ir  brow s.”

T H E  M O D E R N  R E V E L A T I O N .

PunsuiN Q  th o  tra in  o f  ̂ th o u g h t co m m en ced  in th e  last 
p ap er, w e find, fo rced  u p o n  us, n u m ero u s consid eration s  
evolved from  a review  o f  th e  fa c ts  o f  R ev elatio n s. Tho 
te a ch in g  o f  S p iritu alism  is  b ro ad ly  t h a t  o f  th o  Spirit 
W o rld , as  co m m u n ica ted  to  m ankind in  H isto ry , and as 
fa r  as  p re c e p t and in fo rm atio n  g o , i t s  variou s u tteran ces  
stan d  upon th e  sam e lev el b efo re  th e  ju d g m e n t s e a t o f  
R easo n . O b eyin g  th e  u n iversal L a w  o f P ro g re ss , i t  is 
rh y th m ic , and m an ifests  i ts e lf  in w aves o f  inspiration  
w h ich  h av e  e ith e r  given b irth  to  R e lig io n s, su ch  as tho’ 
C h ris tia n  o r  M ah o m m ed an , t o  s e c ts , su ch  as  th e  Shakers, 
o r U n iv ersa lis ts , o r  h av e  p assed  o u t  o f  ex is te n ce  in 
m ovem ents m isund erstood b y  th e ir  g e n e ra tio n , as  W itch ­
c ra ft. A  m in o r m an ifestatio n  o f  th is  L a w  is  noticeablo  
in th e  Je w ish  d isp en sation , in w h ich  p erio d s o f  inspira­

t i o n  a n d  d ark n ess  a lte rn a te d  w ith  m ark ed  regularity. 
R ev ela tio n  is  h isto rica lly  co n tin u o u s  in rhythm ic  
w aves, and belongs to  ep o ch s, n o t in  one n a tio n  o r  clime 
b u t in all. T h o u g h  o ften  identified w ith  th e  nam e of  
th e  g r e a te s t  p ro p h e t in th e  p a r tic u la r  a g e  o f  its  appear­
a n ce , i t  is  y e t  n o tab ly  a n d  u n iv ersa lly  th e  w ork n o t of 
o n e  sp irit, b u t o f  a m u ltitu d e , even  c re e d s  like C hris­
tian ity , w hich p roclaim  a  u n ity  o f  so u rce , exhibiting in 
th e ir  sacred  w ritin gs, th e  d isco n n e c te d  and individual 
Btyles, n o t on ly  o f  v a rio u s m ed iu m s, b u t  ev id en t charac­
teris tics  disclo sin g  d iv erse  p erso n alities  behind them. 
T h o C h ristian  E p o c h  did n o t cease  w ith th o  lifo of 
J e s u s , b u t p ro lo n g ed  itse lf  th ro u g h  th e  apostles and 
e a rly  fa th ers , and his ad v e n t w as p reced ed  by th a t of 
J o h n  th e  B a p tis t . F o r  a  f u r th e r  u n d erstan d in g  o f this 
strik in g  T ru th  co m p are  th e  P h ilo so p h ies o f  B aco n  or 
S p e n ce r  w ith e ith e r  o f  th e  T e s ta m e n ts , a n d  th e  differ- 
e n ce  b etw een  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  o n e  a n d  m an y minds is 
im m ed iately  perceived .

T h e  sin g len ess o f  a im , finish o f  e x e cu tio n , regular  
g rad atio n s  o f  p ro o f  a n d  exp o sitio n , to g e th e r  w ith the 
h arm o n y  a n d  d ep en d en ce o f  p a r ts , an d  th o  definite tre a t­
m en t o f  qu estion , w h ich  co m p o se  th e  co m p lete  whole­
ness o f  th e  fo rm e r  ; s tan d  o u t  in  s tr o n g  c o n tra s t to  tho 
irre g u la r  confusion , loose a r ra n g e m e n t, v a g u e , and even 
c o n tra d ic to ry  s ta te m e n ts ,o f  th e  a u th o r s  o f  th e  Scriptures, 
who a re  a sse rte d  to  have serv ed , n o t  as  m edium s, b u t as 
m erely  a u to m a tic  Bcribes, to  p r e s e n t to  th o  world a  
w ork , p e rfe c t an d  D ivin e, fo r  w h ich  is  claim ed a sim ilar 
a u th o r . T h e  m eth o d  o f  th e  P h ilo so p h e rs  is  one in­
finitely su p e rio r  to  th a t  o f  th e  p se u d o -D e ity , their 
b elief is  d is tin c tly  and e lo q u e n tly  p rop ou n d ed — ration­
a lly  exp lain ed , an d  n a tu ra lly  p re se n te d . T h a t o f  tho 
o th e r  is lam en tab ly  d eficien t in  a ll  th ese  q u a lities . The 
gosp el c a n n o t bo co m p ared  w ith  H o m e r 's  “ Iliad  ”  
(w h ich  h as  been su p p osed  th e  w o rk  o f  a  w hole class of  
w rite rs ) , for on en ess o r  sim p licity . I t s  a u th o rs  b ear as 
ii ttle  re la tio n  to  on o a n o th e r  as  th e  G r e e k  D ram atists  
d ealin g  w ith th e  sam e s to r y , a n d  i f  jE s c h y lu s , Sophocles, 
and E u rip id e s , be re ce iv ed  a s  in d e p e n d e n t w riters of 
in d ep en d en t in sp iratio n , w h y n o t  M o se s , E z r a , JeBus, 
and P au l. T h e  su ccessiv e  E p o c h s  o f  R e v e la tio n  might 
be likened to  th e  G eo lo g ic  s ta g e s  of th e  E a r t h ’s growth  
— S u p erstitio n  re p re se n tin g  th e  g r a n ite ,a n d  M aterialism  
th e  g la cia l e ra . T h e  U n iv e rse  w ith o u t h a s  risen  above 
th ese , b u t i t  is a  m elan ch o ly  s ig h t to  b eh old  in the 
in n er w orld, th o so  ro u g h  r o c k s  s til l  ro o te d  in our 
h arv est fields, a n d  th a t  d ism al d ead ly  overflow  th rea ten ­
in g  th e  p leasan t p a s tu re s  w h ich  ce n tu rie s  o f  lab or have 
w ru n g  from  itB g ra s p . U n d e r  th e  c lo ak  o f  M odern  
C h ristian ity , S u p e rs titio n , a n d  M a te r ia lism , like the 
c ro ss  and m ace  u n d er th e  m a n tle  o f  th e  m onk, hang 
sid e by side re a d y  f o r  a n y  u se . A ll th e  go o d  which has 
been d o n e b v i t  ca m e  o u t  o f  N a z a r e th , and i t  is a  
s tr ik in g  p ro o f o f  th e  D iv in e  b asic  T ru th s  o f  J e s u s , th at 
th e y  sh ou ld  h av e  so  lo n g  su sta in e d  th e  g ig a n tic  falsities 
re a re d  u p o n  th e m , and th e  a tro c io u s  d eed s done in his 
nam e.

T h e  in co m p leten ess  o f  th e  G o sp els  led  ambitious 
ch u rch m en  to  th e  ta s k  o f  im p ro v in g  th e m . W h e r e  they 
foun d sen se  th e y  re a d  folly , w h ere  s ile n ce  w as th e y  left 
falseh ood , a n d  w h ere  r ig h t  h ad  b een  th e y  consecrated  
f ra u d . T h a t  w h ich  in th e se  d ay s b e a rs  th e  t i t le  o f  the
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noble E ssen e , s u b s titu tin g  F a i th  fo r  R ig h te o u sn e ss , and  
T h eology ,for W o r s h ip , is  a  c re e d  u t te r ly  fo re ig n  to  his 
life, his th o u g h t, an d  h is p u rp o se . T h q  sim p le sh ep ­
herd’s rob e h as b een  ch a n g e d  b y  h is b e tra y e rs  fo r ’ a  co a t  
o f m any co lo rs , co m p o u n d ed  o f  c a s t-o f f  E g y p tia n , filthy  
H ebrew , and filtered  G r e c ia n  m y sticism , dipped now  in 
blood o f  a to n e m e n t a n d  m a rty rd o m  t i l l  i t  is dyed a  
crim son th a t  c a n n o t fa d e — m em o rab le  for e v e r  in th e  
m isery o f  m an.

T he p rin cip les p ro p o u n d ed  b y  i ts  e x p o n e n ts  a re  based  
upon d islo cated  t e x t s ,  b a r r e n  in sta n ce s , o r  o b scu re  
parables. T o  a c c e p t  th e  w o rd s o f  J e s u s  does n o t co n ­
stitu te  a  C h ris tia n  in  th e  “  C ivilised  H e a th e n ism ”  now  
ra m p a n t; w h ich , P a g a n  in ce re m o n y , p rofanev in - p r e ­
tensions, and p r o s ti tu te d  in u ses , is  g a th e rin g  n e a r  to  its  
fathers, its  g r a y  h a irs  b o w in g  in  so rro w  to  ¿he grave. 
A n appeal to  th e  o r th o d o x  T e s ta m e n t show s \ it to  be 
th orou g h ly in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  in sp iratio n s now  
received, w hich is , h o w ev er, s u p e rio r  in  som e re sp e cts ,  
since ou r in s tru c to rs  n o t  o n ly  r e i te r a te , b u t  e x te n d  and  
explain th e se  d o ctrin e s  ; re a so n in g  u p o n  th em , an d  u n ­
folding th e ir  h ig h e r  o r  h id d en  ap p lica tio n s . T h e  m any  
m ost vital T ru th s  w h ich  S p iritu alism  has rev ealed  we 
have alread y  r e co u n te d , a lso  th e  sig n s a n d  w onders  
attending th e m , fa r  su rp a ss in g  even th o se  o f  th e  g re a t  
P rop het, who w as p ro u d  t o  s ty le  h im self th e  Son o f  
M an, and finally th e  s ty le  in  w h ich  th e y  a re  b ein g  co m ­
m unicated is on e , n o t  o n ly  a t t e s t in g  th e  a u th e n tic ity  o f  
the nam es ap p en d ed , b u t  in i ts  l i te ra r y  e x c e lle n ce  and  
power, prom ises la s tin g  b en efits  to  a ll o p e n  to  receive. 
G reat th in k ers b ey o n d  th e  g ra v e  a r e , th ro u g h  ap p ro p ria te  
mediums, co n tin u in g  th e  w o rk  o ften  le f t  unfinished  
hore, and from  th e ir  lo ftie r  s ta n d p o in t w e a re  receivin g  
intelligence o f  th e  h ig h e st va lu e  to  th e  ra ce .

T p t  th ese , be i t  n o te d , h a v e  a n  e n tire ly  p erso n al and  
im peachable va lu e  a tta c h e d  to  th e m  b y th e  recip ien ts , 
who weigh su ch , w h a te v e r  th e  n a tu re  o r  sup posed au th o r  
o f th e  tre a tis e , e x a c tly  a s  th e y  d o th e  p rop ositioils o f  
M uller, o r  th e  th e o r ie s  o f  D a rw in . B y  th em , how ever, 
an im m ense a n d  in e x h a u stib le  field o f  in q u iry  a n d  d is­
covery is th ro w n  o p en  to  u s , co -e x te n s iv e  w ith , and c o r ­
rective o f  th a t, w h ich  w e p erce iv e  aro u n d  us, and passing  
from th e  im m ed iate  R e v e la tio n s  o f S p iritu alism , it 
becom es a  m a tte r  o f  th e  h ig h e st m o m e n t to  in v e stig a te  
the effect o f  th e se  u p o n  t h e ' o th e r  b ran ch es o f  ou r  
knowledge, and so to  e le v a te  a ll o u r  con cep tio n s in 
acco rd an ce  w ith th em .

A  single novel, p h en o m en on  in scien ce  often  suffices 
to  ren d er w hole vo lu m es n u g a to ry , and a  few  su ch  call 
for an  e n tire  re co n s tru c tio n  o f  so m e divisions, m o re  o r  
less p erm eatin g  an d  in flu en cin g  a ll. "W hat, th en , m u st 
be tho a lte ra tio n  a ris in g  from  so g ran d  a  ca u se  as  th a t  
we a re  con sid erin g  ? A t  firs t s ig h t i t  w ould seem  to  
revolutionise th e  w h ole  sp h e re  o f  B ein g , and indeed it 
does so, sh ak in g  m a n y  lo n g -a cce p te d  beliefs, ru in in g  a  
vast h o st o f  o th e rs , a n d  leav in g  s e cu re  only th e  b ro ad est 
tr u th s . B u t  th e  a g e  has b een  w orking up to  it , as 
i t  has descended to  a n d  b ecom e assim ilated  w ith its  day. 
M any o f  its  re v e la tio n s  Are n o w  o f  a lm o st established  
fam e, and all a r e  g ra d u a lly  b eco m in g  so. T h e  ch ie f  o f  
these a re  o m itted  h ere , n o t  from  w an t o f  reco g n itio n  o r  
due estim ation , b u t  s in ce  so m e re p e titio n s  a re  a lread y  
w earisom e, an d  th e re  a r e  o th e rs  d em an d in g  a tte n ­
tion a t  th is  c risis . L ib ra rie s  o f  T h eo lo g ic gy m n astics, 
aj l .  ,° f  D o g m a tic  P h ilo so p h y , a r e  a t  o n ce  s e n t into  
oblivion bv th e  m e re  f a c t  o f  i ts  ’ ex is te n ce , a n d  w e m ay  
h esitate w h ere  f irs t to  lo ok , so p o w erfu l is  th e  lig h t  
throw n aro u n d  u s , m ak in g  th e  m o st fam iliar ob jects new  
and s tra n g e , in  th e  a lre a d y  im p o sin g  accu m u latio n  o f  
m edium i8tic rev ela tio n s . Y e t  th e  firs t d irectio n  o f  ou r  
•earch is c lear . M r . M ill s a y s : “  T h o difficulties of 
M etap h ysics lie  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  a ll scien ce  ; th e y  can  only  
he guieted b y b ein g  reso lv ed , and u n til th e y  a r e  resolved , 
positively if  p o ssib le  b u t  a t  a n y  r a te  n eg ativ e ly , w e a re  
never assu red  th a t  an y  h u m an  kn ow ledge, even  ph ysical, 
stands on  solid fo u n d a tio n s .”

M etap h ysician s h av e  alw ay s b een  d istin g u ish ed  in to  
p arties acco rd in g  to  th e  th e o ry  w h ich  th e y  espoused as  
to  th e  e x te rn a l W o r ld , f o r  u p o n  th is  th e  w h ole a fte r  
principles a re  fo u n d ed . Id ea lis ts  d en y  its  e x is te n ce  excep t

as  th e  fiction o f  a  dream . M ind is th e  one rea lity ,—  
l im e  and .Space a re  its  cond itions,— M a tte r  is th e  nam e  
given to  its im pressions, w hich a re  d e s titu te  o f  all 
e x te rn a l cau satio n . M a teria lists  affirm th e  re a lity  o f  
M a tte r . M ind is m erely  an  a ttr ib u te  as co lo r  is. O r, 
m  o th e r  W ords, i t  is  th e  B ra in , w hose vibration s are  
w h at w e call T h ou gh ts. T h e re  a re  variou s s ta te s  of  
m a tte r  sensible and insensible. T h ese a r e  all.

B u t ,  say th e  Id ealists , w h at is i t  enab les y o u  to  de­
term in e  th e  ex isten ce  o f  M a t t e r ?  I s  i t  n o t  M ind by  
which you know , and w hose sensations y o u  a r e  alon e  
fam iliar w ith ?  M ind is th e  p rim ary , th e  su p erio r, 
M a tte r  th e  dep end ent, and in fe rio r ; obviously on ly  an  
affection o f  it . T h e  M a te ria lists  finding th is  u n an sw er­
able ch an ge grou n d  a  little , a n d  rep ly  : I f  M in d  is  so 
su p rem e, su rely  w e m ust follow its  v erd ict, and th e  m ost  
d istin ct affirm ation o f  o u r  con sciou sn ess is, th a t  th ere  
ca n n o t be a  sen sation  w ith o u t som ething causin g it . I f  
I  to u ch  y o u  ther,e is m utual' sen sation  ; w hen th e re fo re  
y o u  a re  b rou gh t in  c o n ta c t  w ith  an y th in g  se ttin g  up a  
s im ilar feeling, i t  m u st be th a t  th e re  is  a n  im personal 
re a lity  w ithout you. I t  is im possible to  be both sub ject 
and o b je c t a t  o n ce, an d  th e  su b ject is n ecessarily  lim ited  
in  its know ledge to  th e  effect which a n  ob ject produces  
up on  i t .  ' M o reo v er th ese- ph enom ena a re  n o t in  us, 
th ey  p roceed  indep enden tly o f our w ill, in th em  w e can  
find precision , ord er, q u alita tiv e  and q u an titative forces, 
a n d  th e  w hole w eigh t o f  h u m an  in telligen ce and expe­
rien ce  in its  b road  sign ificance points to  th e  d u ality  o f  
B e in g . I f  y o u  den y th is  y o u  den y th o  v erity  o f  M ind, 
and so re fu te  you rself. W h ereu p o n  th e  Id ealists  pon- 
d er, and both p a rtie s  rem ain  a t  deadlock u n til th e  
go rd ian  k n o t is c u t  a f te r  p rep aration s in f c l i i r  and  
H am ilto n , by th o  m ost advanced sch ool, whom  th e ir  
foun der has en titled . “ T ran sfigured  .Realists,”  u n itin g  
th e  in im ical th in k ers  foreverm ore. S tanding as arb i­
t r a to r s  betw een th e  tw o foes, th e y  s a y : T h e  Id ealistic  
P h ilo so p h y proves conclu sively th e  ex isten ce  o f  a  
S om eth in g called M in d , w hich even M ateria lists  a re  
com pelled to  a d m it ;— th is  is  th e  firs t T ru th . Tho  
M a te ria listic  P h ilo so p h y proves no less d istin ctly  by its  
ap p eals to  th e  first a u th o rity  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  a  Som e­
th in g  called  M a tte r  ;— th is is th e  seco n d  T ru th . B u t  
th ough w e m ay reco g n ise  various phenom ena o f  M ind, 
all sides ad m it th a t  w e rem ain  in u t te r  ig n o ran ce  as  to  
i ts  rea l n a tu re  from  which th ese  a r e  eyolyed, and j u s t  as  
ce rta in ly  do w e d iscov er th a t  o u r  know ledge o f  M a tto r  
is in co m p lete  and superficial, so th a t  th ese  nam es which  
w e a tta ch  to  o u r  dual exp erien ces belong to  “ U n know n  
R ealities ,” and w e a r e  b ro u g h t face  to  fa ce  w ith ou r  
th ird  g r e a t  T ru th , “ T h e  R elativ ity  o f  all K n ow led ge.”
I f  th e  gen iu s o f  m odern  m etap h ysics had n o t (chiefly  
th ro u g h  th e  person  o f  M r . S p e n ce r) a rriv ed  a t  th ese  
conclu sion s, th e  S p iritu alistic  th in k ers would soon have  
done so. O u r S p irit friends furnish  us w ith e x a c tly  th e  
crite rio n  we req u ire , and by th e ir  exp e rie n ce  w e a r e  now  
assu red  o f  w h at R eason  b u t so la te ly  prop hecied . 
M a tte r , as  seen b y th em , is a  v e ry  different th in g  to  
th a t o f  w h ich  o u r  senses inform  us. T h eir k een er p er­
cep tio n s p e n e tra te  and re n d e r m isty  th e  g ro sse r  cloth in g  
o f  o u r  E a r th . I t  is  in a  sen se u n real to  th em , tho 
h ig h e r cond ition o f i t ,  insensible to  u s , b ein g  infinitely  
m o re v eritab le  to th e ir  heightened pow ers. Y e t  others  
ab o ve th e m , holding th e  sam e re la tio n  to  th e ir  s ta te  as  
th e y  do td  ou rs find a  p aralle l ch an g e. T h e  M a tte r  o f  
th e  S p heres differs n o t on ly  from  th a t  o f  th e  E a r th , b u t  
in each  o f  i ts  s tep s  is o f  a  se p a ra te  con sisten cy . M ind  
and M a tte r  p rog ress to g e th e r  in in d ep en d en t b u t h ar­
m onious ac tiv ity . E v e ry  d ep artm en t o f  B ein g  is u n real  
to  th e  in h ab itan ts o f  an o th er, and i f  m u ch  divided in­
conceivable b y th em . The h ig h er th e  ra n g e  th e  less th e  
likeness to  o u r  dw elling p lace , b u t y e t  in th e  h ig h est h eard  
o f  th e  M in d  o r S p irit finds a  co rre s p o n d e n t^  refined  
en v iron m en t, and even to  th ose u p o n  th e  pin n acles of 
th e  T em p le in to  w hich w e e n te r , th e y  a re  U n k n o w n  
R ea litie s  a s  fa r  as  th e ir  essen ce  is  co n cern ed , and th e  
know ledge o f  th em  is re la tiv e  to  th e ir  ad vancem en t. 
N eg lectin g  fo r  th e  tim e th e  o th e r  sp ecu lativ e  issues of 
M etap h ysics which a re  la rg ely  co ro llaries  from  th is g re a t  
T ru th , w e find ou rselves n e x t  faced  b y  th e  p rob lem  o f  
T h eology , w hich dem ands w h at ro o m  is  th e re  in  th is  
U n iv erse , rou g h ly  divided in to  M in d  a n d  M a tte r ,  to r
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th e  B ein g  o f  ft God. I t  h as been arg u ed  th a t  as  a ll we 
know  o f M a tte r  is resolvable in to  F o r c e , a n d  th e  only  
F o r c e  wo a re  acquainted w ith is W il l-F o r c e , th a t  
M a tte r  is n o t as th e  P o e t said th e  “  G a rm e n t o f  G od, 
b u t a  m anifestation o f  H is  W il l-F o r c e . T h is m ay be  
tru e , b u t is n o t proved. A s  M r. W a lla ce , in h is  m ag­
nificent tre a tise  points o u t.n o  S p irits  ov er claim  to  have  
seen G od, as  th e  o rth od o x e x p e c t th e y  will, an d  in  
reg ard  to  any d ire c t  know ledge o f  su ch  an  e n tity , a re  as  
little  enligh tened as  ou rselves. Sw edenborg, an d  o th er  
M ystics, an cien t and m odern , re fe r  to  H im  as  a  
Spiritual Su n, and R an d olp h , in his “D isem bodied M an ,” 
has a  rhapsod y w hich h alf  s ta te s  th a t  h e  beheld it . A r t  
M ag ic  also advances th is  con cep tion  a t  len gth . R e ­
gard ed  as  figu rative, a n d  reco g n isin g  th e  u t te r  dep en­
d en ce o f  th e  P la n e ts  upon th e  c e n tre  o f ou r S y stem , as  
discovered by re ce n t Scien co, th is  m etap h or is a  pow er­
ful and strik in g  one. T h e  Sun is th e  h igh est ty p e  o f  
M ateria l E x iste n ce , th e  L ife -g iv er, th e  R u le r, th e  
O m n ip oten t o f  its  C reation . B u t  th ere  is a  S p iritu al 
N a tu r e  in us also , which m akes th e  H u m an  form  and  
ch a ra cte r  in o u r  sym pathies th e  n earest. A ll th e  feel­
in gs w hich belong to  such nam es as  F a t h e r  and M oth er, 
th e  R elation s of B ro th erh o o d , o f  P a re n ta g e , ideas of 
W ill, In tellig en ce , G o vern m en t, and B en eficen ce, all 
n atu ra lly  co n g reg ate  arou n d  th is  sym bol, from  w hich we 
receive a  su sten an ce  n o leBs g en ero u s, a L ig h t  even  
m o re D ivine. T h e  shape o f  H u m an ity  is th e  m ost 
beautiful, tho m ost blessed,— h igher than sun o r  s ta r ,  
p u re r  th an  m orn in gs' ray s , r ich e r  th an  golden noons, 
d earer th an  evenings' peace. R isin g  upon th e  sp iritu al 
horizon th o  glow  o f its y o u th  m akes m ore th an  M em non  
m usical, se ttin g  in th e  rad ian ce  o f  a  C h rist-lik e  L ife  
i t  outshiuos th o  su n set's  splendors. Sw eden borg’s  
“ G rand M an ,”  is  a  nobler im age th an  his “ S p iritu al 
Su n.” H o  gives b o th , and on exam in ation  th e y  w i lfb e  
seen to  bo com p lem en tary— th o  Su n  signifying th e  
S u p rem acy  in N a tu re , th e  M an  th e  K in gsh ip  o f  S p irit  
and H u m an ity . Y e t  th e y  a r e  b u t im ages, and m u st n o t 
be m istaken fo r  any th in g  fu rth e r. T h e re  is no F o rm  
w o rth y  o f  th a t w hich co n tain s  all F o rm s , n o Sym bol 
com plete Bince i t  is  b u t a  sh red  o f  th e  so u rce  o f  all 
Sym ools. Su ch  lig h t as  w e have upon th is question  
on ly  serv es to  show us th e  d an gers o f  lim itatio n  in ou r  
em bodim ent o f  th e  I ll im ita b le ;  i t  is even doubtful if  
w e can a ttrib u te  P e rso n a lity , w ith its  n e ce ssa ry  im ­
plications o f  finiteness, unless, w ith th o  Sw edish S eer, we 
a c ce p t b u t on e P e rso n a lity  in th e  U n iverse o f which w e  
a r e  th e  fibres— leaves o f  on e tre e , fed by one sap—  
fractio n s o f  one B ein g . I f  th is be so, th e  to ta lity  o f  
M ind is G od, an d  ou r fo rm e r sk etch  o f  C re a tio n  needs 
n o alteration .

"  All arc but parts o£ one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is, and God the soul."

T he U n iv ersal S p irit unfolding itself, ond w ork ing up  
th ro u g h  im perfection  to  g r e a te r  P e rfe ctn e ss  in  m yriads  
o f  m inor agen cies, e a ch  capab le o f  prog ressive jo y  and  
goodn ess, is a  con cep tion  g ran d  enough ev en  for  
an g elic  m inds, from  w hom  indeed w e have received  it. 
T h ey  tell us o f—

“ Tho Spirit which moves in each and all,
Or when we rise, or when we fall,

Fulfilling the ephemeral.
By help of our Humanity,

Ascending through Eternity.
The A ll in  Each, the One in All,

The All in  All Necessity."

T h is is  th e  D e ity  to  w hose sh rin e  In tu itio n  alon e can  
lead  u s . This is “ th e  p o w er th a t  m ak es for R ig h te o u s­
n ess .”  T h is is A llah , “ th e  on ly ,”  th e  G o d  o f  Sp irits  
and o f  S p iritu alism . “  T h ere  a r e  in  th e  G od h ead  and  
G o d  B o d y ,"  says th e  in sp ired D avis, “ all th e  p erson s  
t h a t  w e re  e v er developed on  an y  s ta r  in th e  firm am ent, 
o r  o n  th e  e a r th  b en eath  ; all m en , a ll sp irits , a ll  an g els’ 
a l l  a rch a n g e ls  and serap hs who peo p le th e  im m easurable  
sp h e re s  o f  life and a n im a tio n ; fo r  w e live and m ove  
a n d  h a v e  o u r  b ein g  in th e  D ivin e E x is te n c e .”  ’

A  B ra h m  th is , n o t  confinable in  creed s, w ith o u t trib al  
o r  s e c ta ria n  jea lo u sies , w ith o u t o th e r  ritu a l th a n  th a t  o f

N a tu r e , o r  o th e r  w orsh ip  th a n  th a t  o f  th e  asp irin g  Soul. 
N o  fe tich  d eg rad ed  to  o u r  u n d e rsta n d in g , b u t loom ingun  
fa r  b ey on d  its  f a rth e s t  fligh t, w ith o u t F o rm , w ithout 
W a n t , w ith o u t “ v ariab len ess, o r  shad ow  o f  tu rn in g .”

T h e  A b so lu te  P e rfe c tio n ,— i t  is  y e t  co n secra ted  and 
veiled , and to  o u r  a d o ra tio n  rem ain s “T h e  U nknow able "  
N o t  U n k n o w ab le in I g n o r a n c e , b u t  from  In cap acity  
n o t from  E r r o r ,  b u t  b y In n o ce n c e , n o t  in  i t s  .B ein g, but 
in th o  v e rity  and co m p le te n e ss  o f  i t .  W e  know  th a t  it 
is a  U n ity , w e boldly a scrib e  t o  i t  L o v e , W isd o m , and 
G o o d n e ss ; w e feel i t  a s  th e  E v e rla s tin g  P resen ce  
broodin g o v er th e  d a rk e s t d ep th s o f  ch ao s, a n d  bringing 
forth , L ig h t , O rd e r , a n d  P o w e r . “  C lo ser  is  i t  than 
b reath in g , a n d  n e a re r  th a n  h an d s o r  fe e t.”  M o re  than  
th is  w e do n o t  y e t  know , m o re  w e  shall know  h ereafter  
Y e t  th o  m o st M in d  'can  k n o w  is— “  T h a t  G od  
S p ir it.”

A S P Y R A L .

is a

O U R  F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E S .

B y  C . W .  R o h n e b , M .D .

H am ilton .

W e  h av e  receiv ed  by th e  la s t  m ail th e  follow in g Spanish 
p ap ers  “ T h e  R e v is ta  d e  E s tu d io s  P sico lo g ico s ,"  of 
N ovem b er, 1 8 7 0  ; th e  “  R e v is ta  E s p ir if is ta ,” o f  D ecem ­
b er, 1 8 7 0 ;  and “  E l  C ri te r io  E s p ir i t is ta ,”  o f  Ja n u a ry , 
1 8 7 7 . T h e  “ R eview  o f  P sy ch o lo g ica l S tu d ie s  ”  contains, 
am o n g  o th e r  a r tic le s  on  e th ica l an d  co sm o lo g ical sub­
je c ts , a n  in te re stin g  p ap er o n  o rg a n isa tio n , under the 
head in g o f  “ I la g a m o s  P r a c tic o  u n  Id e a l ¿1 o r - ‘-‘ L e t  
u s  re a lise  a n  id e a l."  T h e r e  c a n  A  i f  o u r  opinioh 
b e  n o reaso n ab le  ob jectio n  to  th e  organ isation  of 
a  m o v em en t o f  su ch  v a s t im p o rta n ce  as  th a t  of 
S p iritu alism , provided o n ly  th a t  c a r e  is ta k e n  lest the 
organ isation  fall in to  th e  h an d s o f  d o gm atisin g  and self- 
seekin g h ie ra rch s  a n a  e x clu siv e  c re e d a l m onopolists. I f  
th e  valuable lesson o f  h isto ry  is  c a re fu lly  consid ered—  
th a t  th o se  w h ose kingdom s a r e  o f  th is  w orld m ake the 
w o rst possible g u ard ian s o f  re lig io n — th e re  n eed  bo no 
fe a r  o f  a n y th in g  g o in g  w ron g w ith  o u r  a tte m p ts  o f  bring­
in g  ord er, m eth o d , a n d  u n ity  in to  w h a t is  a t  once the 
h ig h e st scie n ce , th e  p ro fo u n d e st p h ilo so p h y, and th e  most 
p ositive re lig io n . T h e  “ S p iritu a lis tic  Re\ iew  ” furnishes 
a  m o st e n th u sia s tic  s u rv e y  o f  th e  so cia l p ro g ress  pro­
d u ced  b y S p iritu alism  in a ll q u a rte rs  o f  th e  globe, every­
w h ere  lay in g  th o  fou n d ation  s to n e  o f  a  hu m an b roth er­
hood a n d  un iversal p e a ce , w h ich  la t te r  desideratu m , how­
e v er w e a r e  in clined to  th in k , w ill h av e  to  be k e p t up for 
som e tim e  to  co m e a t  th e  e x p e n se  of v a s t p rep aration s  
fo r  w a r , th o  “ si vis p acem  b ellu m  p a ra  ”  b ein g  still the 
d o m in an t m o tto  o f  m o d ern  d ip lo m acy  an d  p o litics, and 
lik ely  to  rem ain  so fo r  a n  in d efin ite  period .

T h e  “ C riterio  E s p iritis ta ,”  s tr a n g e  to  say , brin gs in 
i ts  in te re s tin g  p ag es a n  a r tic le  in  th e  F r e n c h  idiom  on 
th e  s itu a tio n  o f T u rk e y , fro m  a  M ed iu m ’s (C lav airozj 
p o in t o f  view . I t  is a  kind o f  p ro p h ecy  given  som e seven­
te e n  y e a rs  a g o  by th e  sp ir it o f  M a h o m e t, in  A r a b ic ; and 
in i t  is confid ently  fo reto ld  th e  n o tv e r y  d istan td ow n fall of 
th e  em p ire  o f  th e  C re sce n t, a  g r e a t  s tr u g g le  fo r  tho pri­
m acy  o f  th e  n a tio n s  b etw een  E n g la n d  a n d  panslavistic  
R u ss ia , in w hich s tr u g g le  E n g la n d  is  g o in g  to  be worsted, 
fo r  w h at reaso n  i t  d o es n o t  s a y , a n d  th e  N o rth e rn  Bear 
w ill co n seq u en tly  b ecom e th e  m a ste r  o f  T u r k e y ; F ra n ce  
w ill re co v e r— i t  is n o t  said how— h e r  lo s t  R h in e  provinces 
(h e re  th e  p ro p h e t seem s to  f o r g e t  th a t  F r a n c e  had not 
y e t  lo s t h e r  A lsa ce  an d  L o r r a in e  a t  th e  tim e  o f  his pro­
p h e c y ), and S p iritu alism  w ill r e ig n  u n iv ersa l w ith Rom e 
for i ts  c e n tr e  o f  o p era tio n s. W h a t  w ill becom e o f tho  
P o p e  is  a lso  le f t  un said . C o n ce rn in g  th is  som ew hat bold 
p ro p h ecy , w ith  a  s lig h tly  B o n a p a rt is t  co lo rin g , w e can 
on ly  say  w e shall se e  w h at w e shall se e . P o lan d  and Ire ­
land o f  c o u rs e  will a lso  g e t  th e ir  lib e r ty  a t  la s t, to  which 
l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  M a h o m e t’s  g ra n d  p ro g ra m m e  w e sa y , with 
a ll o u r  h e a r t, A m en  1

W e  se e  b y  th e  N e w  Z e a la n d  p a p e rs  t h a t  M r . Charles 
B r ig h t  h as  b een  en g ag ed  t o  le c tu r e  p e rm an en tly  in the 
P r in c e s s ' T h e a tre , D u n ed in , e v e r y  S u n d ay .
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A  C U T T I N G  R E B U K E .

W h e n  U r .  P eeb les , n e a r  th e  clo se  o f  his le c tu re , a  few  
evenings since, in th e  O p e ra  H o u s e , w as s ta lin g  t h a t  th e  
most distinguished scie n tis ts , a u th o rs , an d  sta tesm en  o f  
the world w ere a lm o st u n iform ly  u n o rth o d o x , and co n se­
quently, if  th e  ev an g elica l d o ctrin e s  w ere  t r u e , suffering  
H ell to rm en ts , h e  ask ed — “ D o  y o u  believe this ? "  A ll 
were silent. H e  th e n  ad d ed — “ I s  th e re  o n e  o f  th e  3 0 0 0  
now within th e  soun d o f  m y voice w ho believes th a t  such  
unevangelical m pn as  H u m b o ld t, D ick e n s , a n d  A b rah am  
Lincoln a re  in  H e l l ? — I f  so, ra is e  th e  h an d .”  A far  
back in th e  p it o n e  m a n  lifted  u p  th e  han d an d  a rm  a t  
full len gth . “  T h e re  is  one,”  said  th e  D o c to r , “ in th e  
p it," adding w ith g r e a t  em p h asis W ell, s i r ,  y o u  belong  
to the p it, and I  sh ou ld  r a th e r  g o  to  th e  p it o f H e ll  w ith  
Dickens, L in co ln , a n d  H u m b o ld t, th a n  to  a  psalin-sing- 
ing H eaven w ith yo u , and a  c la ss  o f  w h ining long-visaged  
saints.”

M R . J O H N  T Y E R M A N .

T h e  ̂ above able le c tu re r , and w ell-know n advocate o f  
Spiritu alism  and F re e -th o u g h t, a rriv ed  in M elb ou rn e by  
th e  s.s. B arrab o o l a  few  d ay s sin ce , n o t  in resp on se to  
th e  in vitation  se n t him by th e  lo cal association , b u t b y  
th e  ad v ice  o f th e  Sydn ey d o ctors, u n d er w hose tre a tm e n t  
he has been fo r  som e tim e p ast. M r . T y erm an  has been  
u n su ccessfu lly  b attlin g  ag ain st th e  effects o f  excessive  
m en tal lab o r, and has a t  last been obliged to  succum b, 
his friends and m edical advisers in sistin g  th a t  ch an ge of 
scen e  and an  e n tire  cessation  from  brain-w ork is absolute­
ly  n ecessary  for th e  re sto ra tio n  o f  his h ealth . U n d er th ese  
c ircu m sta n ce s  he is  re lu cta n tly  com pelled to  vacate  th e  
p latform  for a  w hile ; b u t w e tr u s t  th a t  a  few  m onths’ 
r e s t  will re s to re  his wonted en erg y , and enab le him , be­
fo re  re tu rn in g  to  Sydn ey, to  give a  cou rse  o f  lectu res  in  
th is city .

Äcl-vertiaoraontB.

I S  O U R  Q U E E N  A  S P I R I T U A L I S T  ?

I t is h ardly  p resu m ab le  th a t  ca re fu l re a d e rs  o f  E n g lish  
papers have fo rg o tte n  th e  m iserab le  scan d al afloat a  few  
years ago, to u ch in g  a  p re te n d e d  in tim a cy  betw een th e  
Queen and h e r  H ig h lan d  footm an , J o h n  B ro w n . I t  died  
away soon, h o w ever, w ith a  s o r t  o f  ta c i t  u n d erstan d in g  
th a t the said B ro w n  w as a  gifted  m ed iu m , w hom  th e  
Queen, ever a  m o u rn e r , d elig h ted  to  co n su lt.

Certificate  of 
Merit 
1875.

w.

Awarded Gold 
Medal, London 

1875. )

M A T T H E W S ,

B ronze Medal 
Melbournh 

1873.

P I A N O F O R T E  M A K E R  from  B roadw ood’s, Lond on, 
3 3  C la re n d o n -stre e t E m erald  H ill.

T U N I N G  A N D  R E P A I R I N G .

The Lo ndo n D a ily  W o rld ,  an d  o th e r  E n g lish  jo u r n a ls ’ 
have n o t scru p led  to  re ce n tly  s a y  th a t  “ th e  P rin ce ss  
Louise, and h er s is ter-in -law , L a d y  A rch ib ald  C am p bell, 
are am ong D r. S lad e ’s m o st e n th u sia s tic  d iscip les ."

And now, o u r  daily  A r g u s  g ives u s  th is  p arag rap h  :—  
“ The Q ueen has s e n t a  p o r t r a it  o f  h e rse lf  (sa y s  L o n d o n ), 
with an  a u to g rap h  l e t te r ,  to  M r s . S . C . H a ll. T h e  ven e­
rable au th oress, w ho h as  b een  in  feeb le  h ealth  fo r  som e  
time, is m uch g ratified  an d  ch e e re d  by su ch  a  re co g n i­
tion on th e  p a r t  o f  H e r  M a je s ty  o f  h e r  lab oriou s and  
useful li te ra ry  c a r e e r .”  I t  is  well kn ow n to  th e  
intelligent ev ery w h ere  th a t  M r . a n d  M rs . S . C . H a ll a re  
among th e  m o st p ro m in e n t S p iritu alis ts  o f  L o n d o n . 
M r. D . D . H o m e w as fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  th e ir  g u e s t ; and 
it was while he w as a t  th e ir  re sid e n ce  th a t  h e  held th e  
coals o f fire in his h an d , an d  did o th e r  m arvellou s w ork s  
under th e  influence o f  sp irits .

B r  th e  M arch  m ail from  E n g la n d  .we receiv ed  a  le tte r  
from D r. M on ck , acco m p a n ie d  by a  c ircu la r  from  his 
com m ittee, ap p ealin g  fo r  co n trib u tio n s  to w ard s h is  “ D e ­
fence F u n d .”  T h e  la t te r  b e a rs  n o d a te , th e  c ircu la r  is 
dated D ec. 1 8 ,  1 8 7 6 , an d  th e  ca se , to  su sta in  w h ich  the  
assistance is ask ed , waB ap p o in ted  fo r  h e a rin g  on  J a u n ­
t y  11th , b u t w as p o stp o n ed  t o  J a n u a r y  1 9 th , w hen th e  
point argu ed  w as th e  a p p licab ility  o f  th e  V a g r a n t  A c t  
to the case. T h e  a r g u m e n t w as ad jou rn ed  to  th e  2 6 th  
Jan u ary , and th e  c a se  w ill d o u b tless h av e  b een  decided  
long before th e  a p p lica tio n  re a ch e d  u s . T h e  pap ers  
being to o  len g th y  to  p u blish  u n d er th e se  circu m stan ces , 
we laid th em  asid e w ith th e  in te n tio n  o f  acknow ledging  
their re ce ip t in la s t issu e  ; b u t  th ro u g h  p re ssu re  o f  busi­
ness, in con n ection  w ith  D r . P e e b le s ’ le c tu re s  a n d  o th er  
m atters, th e y  w e re  ov erlo o k ed  u n til to o  la te . I t  is due  
to D r. M on ck  t h a t  w e sh ou ld  publish th e  follow ing e x ­
tra c t  from  th e  ap p eal, w h ich  is en d o rsed  b y 9 3  persons, 
including D r. W m . H itch m a n , M r . G eo . T om m y, M .A .,  
(U xo n ), T . E v e r e t t ,  an d  J a m e s  B u rn s  :—

‘The Committee have very carefully gone into the details of the 
case, and are quite satisfied ns to  his innocence of the charge laid 
against him ; and when the proper tim e comes, which they hope 
will soon arrive (as they cannot believe the decision of 'the Hud­
dersfield Magistrates will be endorsed by an English Bench), the 
Doctor will vindicate h is proceedings, and give such explanations 
as will be fully satisfactory to  a ll lovers o f justice and fair play. ’

Dr. M on ck  com p lain s t h a t  th e  E n g lish  law  p rev en ts  his  
S ^ in g  any p u b lic  ex p la n a tio n  o f  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  of

18 ca8e> o u t p rom ises t o  do so a s  soon as  h is  tr ia l  is 
over.

B O O K S ! B O O K S ! ! t  

T o  A rriv e , e x  “ M em n o n ," from  B o sto n .

T h e  Id e n tity  o f  P rim itiv e  C h ristian ity  and M o d ern  Spi­
ritu alism , by E .  C row ell, M .D ., 2  vols.; 2 2 /6 .

M en ta l M edicine, F .  W .  E v an s; 5 /6 .

P ain e ’s A g e  o f  R e a so n , 2 /6 .

T h e  W o r ld ’s  S ix teen  C rucified Saviours, K . G rav es, 9 / .  

T h e  W o r ld ’s S ag es, 1 3 /6 ,

N e w  G osp el o f  H e a lth , A . S to n e, M .D ., I llu stra te d , 1 1 /3  

P r o o f  P alp ab le o f  Im m o rta lity , E .  S arg ean t, 4 /6 .

T h e  B i b l e ; I s  i t  o f D ivine O rigin ’ A u th o rity , and I n ­

fluen ce, S . J .  F in n e y , 3 / ;  P ap er, 1 /9 .

F r e s h  supplies o f  A . J .  D avis’s, and P . B .  R and olp h 's  

w orks.
W .  I I .  T E R R Y , 8 4  R u ssell S tre e t . 

T O  A R R I V E ,  E X  L I N C O L N S H I R E .

H afed , P rin ce  o f  P ersia , D u gu id , 1 1 / .

T u ttle 's  A rca n a  o f  S p iritu alism , cheap edition, 6 / .

T h e  “  S la d e ”  C ase, by M . A . (O x o n j , 6d.

M a rria g e  and P a re n ta g e , H . C . W rig h t, 1 /3 .

W h e r e  a r e  th e  D ead  ?  3 (6 .

C rooko’s R ese a rch e s  on  S p iritu alism , 5 / .

W .  H . T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u ssell S tro e t.

C O P I E S  o f new  p h oto grap h s o f  A N D R E W  J A C K -  
S O N  an d  M A R Y  F .  D A V IS , with fa c  sim ile  

A u to g ra p h  for S ale . 2 / 6  th e  pair, p o st free.
'  W .  H . T E R B Y ,  8 4  R u ssell S tre e t .

S P I R I T U A L I S T I C  &  F R E E T H O U G H T  P A P E R S .

The Medium, London (W eekly), 12/6, per annum. 
The Spiritualist „ » 15/ »
Human Nature ,,  Monthly 9/ „
Spiritual Magazine „  9/ „

Do do American, 10/
Banner of Light, Boston, weekly, 22/6 „

P O S T A G E  E X T R A



t h e  h a r b i n g e r  o f  l i g h t . 1 2 1 0

S T E W A R T  &  C
2 1 7  B O U R K E n S T R E E T

O . ,  P h o t o g r a p h e r s ,
E A S T ,  M E L B O U R N E .

P r o m l B O B G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d Four Btudioa.

C ountry A gents
Castiematite— 11. B am fo rd , B u ll  S tre e t .
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illia m s, 3 0  B en so n ’s A rcad e . 
W agga W agga— W . C . H u n te r .
Sydney— M r. P . E .  E e y n o ld s , 4 2 6  G e o rg e  S tre e t. 
A delaide—  G eo rg e  R ob ertso n .
B arnaw a rtha— F . G . E g g lesto n .
Tasm ania  (  W est Coast)— W . B . B u tto n , L ev en . 

A gen ts w anted f o r  a ll p a rt s  o f  the Colony.

“ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
ANDTH E VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM  

FR E E  THOUGHT
S u b scrip tion , T ow n , 5 / -  p e r  an n u m ; C o u n try , 5 /6  

N eigh b ou rin g  Colonies and G re a t B rita in , G/- 
S u b scrip tion s d ato  from  S ep tem b er to  A u g u st.

J .  T Y E R M A N ’S  W O R K S . ~

G u id e to  S p iritu alism , 3 / .
S p iritu alism  V in d ica ted , 1 / -  
I s  th ere in  D ev il ?  6d .
I ly m n  B o o k , 6d . C re e d s  a n d  D ogm as, 3d .
H id d en  S p rin gs U n co v e re d . T h re e  L e c tu r e s  in reply  

to  A rch bish op V a u g h an , 1 /6 .
O n sa le  by W .  I I .  T e rry .

“ b o t a n ic  m e d ic in e s !
A ll kinds o f  B o ta n ic  M e d icin e s , K e ith 's  O rganic  

P re p a ra tio n s , R o o ts , B a rk s , H e rb s , T in c tu re s , Fluid  
E x t r a c t s  and S a tu r a te s , E n g lish  a n d  A m erican , Im ­
p o rte d  and on  sa le  by W .  H . T e r r y , 8 4  R u sse ll S treet. 
F re s h  sup plies e x  “ F o rm o s a .”

M ed icin es  sent to a n y  p a rt  o f  th e  Colony ly  po st or 
otherw ise, on  rece ip t  o f  rem ittan ce.

P  H  O  T  O  - A  R , T  .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,
Execute commisiions in all styles o i Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or M cuotint—on Moderate Term«. Specimens a t address 

4  X  C O L L I  3N TS S T R E E T  E A S T .

A M E R I C A N  T E L E G R A M .  
I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E

TO T I I 0 8 E  IN T E R E ST E D  IN

S I W 1 M C  l A C H I H I S ,
“ L o n d on , 2 9 th  S ep tem b er, 1 8 7 6 .  

" V e r y  H ig h e s t C E N T E N N I A L  A W A R D S  to

SINGER SEW IN G  MACHINES,
TWO MEDALS a n d  TWO DIPLOMAS.

(S ig n ed ) Singer M an u factu rin g  C om p an y.”

SINGER’S NEW HAND
S E W I N G  M A C H I N E ,

Is the Genuine S inger M achine,
( T h e  s a m e  a s  s o l d  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  T r e a d l e . )

I t  is  fitted  on a sm all p latform  ta b le , w ith han d a cce s ­
so ry  a ttach ed . I t  is exceed in gly  con v en ien t fo r  tra v e l­
lin g o r  visitin g use. I t  can  be co n v erted  in to  a  tread le , 
m ach in e sim ply by p u rch asin g a  S in g er s tan d  a n d  p lac­
in g  th e  m ach in e th ereo n , and can be w orked by h an d o r  
foot. I t  is n o t th e  C h eap est, b u t i t  is  th e  B e s t  H an d  
M ach in e ever offered to  th e  public. P r i c e ,  £ 5  5s- 

S T A N F O R D  & C O .,
C o rn er B o u rk e  and R u ssell S tre e ts , M elb ourne.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N ,
(FBOM

8ANG8TEB8,

LON DOB),

MAKER B T

APPOINTMENT

TO H ER M AJESTY,

i i m h f l l a
USTO. 26 ROYAL -AYRO-A-IDiE, 

ea Bigla Street, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth’ 

Zanilla, and Alpaca.

M I S S  A R M S T R O N G ,

C l a i r v o y a n t e  f o r  D i a g n o s i n g  D i s e a s e ,
3 0  R U S S E L L  S T R B E T .

T H E  W O R K S  O F  J .  M . P E E B L E S

S eers  o f  th e  A g e s , A n cie n t, M ediaival, and M odern 
S p iritu alism , 4 0 0 p . 8 v o , 9 / . ,  E n g lish  ed itio n  5 /6 .

J e s u s , M y th , M a n , o r  G od , 2 / .

T ra v e ls  arou n d  th e  W o rld , o r  w h a t I  saw  in Polynesia, 
C h in a , In d ia , A ra b ia , E g y p t  and o th e r  “  H eath en "  
co u n trie s  la rg e  8vo . 9 / .

W itch -P o is o n  and th e  a n tid o te , a  rev iew  to  R ev . M r. 
B ald w in 's  S erm on  on  W itc h c r a f t ,  S p iritu alism , Hell 
and th e  D evil 1 /6 .

S p iritu al T e a ch e r  an d  S o n g s te r  9d .

S p iritu al H a rp . A  la rg e  co lle ctio n  o f  H y m n s, Songs, 
D u e tts , & c., w ith m u sic 9 / .  A b rid g ed  edition 4 /6 .

T h e  C o n flict b etw een  D arw in ism  a n d  Spiritu alism  1/.

S p iritu alism , D efined a n d  D efen d ed , a n  In tro d u cto ry  
L e c tu r e  delivered  in M elb o u rn e , w ith preface, by 
C h arles  B r i g h t  E s q ., 6d.

P h o to g ra p h s  o f  M r. P e e b le s  1 / . ,  a lso  h is  B iog rap h y by 
J .  0 .  B a r r e t t ,  P r ic e  6 /9 .

W .  I I .  T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u ssell-stret.

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  

T H O U G H T  A S S O C I A T I O N .

T h e  u su al S erv ices o f  th e  ab o ve A sso cia tio n  will be 
resu m ed  on  S u n d ay  E v e n in g  n e x t , M ^  6 th . F o r  par­
ticu la rs  se e  S a tu rd a y ’s p ap ers . T h e  L ib ra ria n  will be 
in a tte n d a n c e  to  issu e  b o ok s an d  re ce iv e  re tu rn s . Doors 
o p en  6 .3 0  ; co m m en ce  a t  7  p .m .

T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T ,  S ep tem b er, 1870  
t o  A u g u s t, 1 8 7 2 , in  1  V o l . C lo th , p r ic e  1 5 s . 1872  

to  1 8 7 4 , 12 s . 1 8 7 4  to  1 8 7 6 , 1 2 s . O r  th e  th re e  volumes 
co m p le te  to  d a te , 3 6 s .

W .  H . T E R R Y .

A L A R G E  R O O M  f o r  th e  u se  o f  C IR C L E S .  
T e rm s , 5 / -  p e r  ev en in g . 8 4  R u sse ll-s tre e t.
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