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T u e  g en eral to p ic  o f  co n v ersa tio n  in co n n ectio n  w ith  

Spiritualism  d u rin g  tlie  la s t m o n th , and w h a t prom ises  

to he a  cau se  celeb rò  in th e  an n als o f  S p iritu alism  is  th e  

trial for co n sp iracy  and frau d  of D r . H e n r y  Slad e, and  

his a g e n t M r . S im m on s, w h ich  a t  th e  tim e  th e  last  

English m ail le f t w as p ro ce e d in g  a t  th e  B ow  S tre e t  

P olice C o u rt. B e fo re  a n y  evid en ce  o f  th e  r e su lt  o f  th e  

trial could be rece iv ed , som e o f  th e  n ew sp apers h ad  

already cond em n ed th e  d efen d an ts, th e  plaintiffs’ s ta te 

m ent b ein g  q u ite  sufficient fo r  th em  to  m oralise  on  th e  

perfidy o f  th e  a ccu sed  a n d  th e  c re d u lity  o f  th e ir  dupes. 

T he op pon ents o f  S p iritu alism  h av e e a g e rly  fed upon  

the g arb ag e  p re se n te d  to  th em , a n d  a r e  w alking ab o u t 

with th e ir  m o u th s fu ll o f  i t ,  sp ittin g  i t  o u t  on  every  

Spiritu alist w ho co m es in th e ir  w ay . B y  one wo are  

told th a t  D r .  S lad e w rites  th e  m essages w ith  a  p en cil in 

his finger n a il, by a n o th e r  th a t  he w as c a u g h t w ritin g  it  

on his knee, b y  a  th ird  th a t  th e  m essages w e re  w ritten  

beforehand w ith ch em ical p en cil, an d  th e n  ru b b ed  o u t  

to  ap p ear again  a t  th e  p ro p e r  tim e . In d eed  ! w e s a y  

where did y o u  o b tain  y o u r  in fo rm atio n  ? O h ! w e saw  it  

in th e  p ap er ! th e  “  D aily  T eleg rap h ”  exp lain ed  i t  all. 
W e  h in t a t  th e  p ossib ility  o f  e r ro r , p reju d ice  o r  m is

sta tem en t on  th e  p a r t  o f  th a t  highly re sp e cta b le  jo u rn a l, 

and a re  in form ed th a t  th e  fa cts  a r e  co rro b o ra te d  by 

En glish  p ap ers. W e  p resu m e w e h av e  a  rep u ta tio n  for  

cred u lity  am o n g  th e  s tr o n g  m inded a n ti-sp iritu a lis ts , in 

this in stan ce , h o w ev er, w e a c t  th e  p a r t  o f  sce p tic , and  

express ou r d o u b ts th a t  ev en  E n g lish  p a p e rs  a r e  im 

m acu late, b u t d esirin g  to  a rr iv e  a t  a  sa tisfa cto ry  co n 

clusion, w e look ca re fu lly  in to  th e  a c tu a l evidences pro  

and con, a s  f a r  as  th e  t r ia l  h as go n e, a n d  pu rp ose givin g  

our read ers  a  resu m é o f  th e  c a s e , a n d  th e re b y  enabling  

them  to  fo rm  a  fair  id ea  o f  i t  as  i t  stand s.

I t  ap p ears th a t  on  th e  1 2 th  o f  S ep tem b er la s t, P r o 
fessor B a r r e t t  re a d  a  p a p e r  b efore th e  A n th ro p o lo g ical

d e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  B ritish  A sso ciatio n  a t  G lasg ow , on  

P sych olog ical P h enom en a, th e  su b seq u en t discussion o f  

w hich d rew  to g e th e r  u p w ard s o f  a  th ou san d  m em bers. 

I n  th e  in terim  b etw een  th e  delivery o f th e  p ap er and th e  

d iscu ssio n , D r . E a y  L a n k e s te r  w ro te  a le t te r  to  th e  

“ T im e s,"  e x p ressin g  his op inion th a t  th e  A ssociation , 

w as d isg raced  b y  p erm ittin g  th e  p ap er to  be in trod u ced , 

reflectin g  d isp arag in g ly  up on  th e  C hairm an, M r . A . E .  

W a lla ce , aqd show ing con sid erab le  an im u s a g a in st  

S p iritu alism . H a v in g  a  v e ry  decided op in ion  th a t  

sp iritu al p h enom en a g en era lly  ,;and D r S lad e 's  in  p a r ticu 

la r , w ere  p rod u ced  by co n ju rin g  and s le ig h t o f  han d, 

th e  s tro n g  m inded p rofesso r o f  zoology a c ce p te d  th e  

ad v ice  o f  M r . C o x , and m ad e an  ap p o in tm en t w ith D r. 

Slad e, n o t fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  In v estig a tio n , b u t to  find 

o u t how  if  w as done. A t  his firs t v isit he failed to  u n 

rav el th e  m y ste ry , b u t ca m e  aw ay w ith th e  id ea th a t  th e  

m ediu m  m u st w rite  th e  m essages him self, b etw een  th e  

tim e  th e  clean  s la te  w as exam in ed  by th e  visitors and  

its  b ein g  placed  u n d er th e  tab le. H e  th ereu p on  a rra n g e d  

w ith a  frien d, D r . D o n k in , to  pay a n o th e r  v isit to  Slad e, 

and seize th e  s la te  b efo re  th e  sp ir it m essage w as sup

posed to  he com pleted . I f  a n y  w ritin g  w as found upon  

it , i t  w ould b e  p r im a  f a c i e  evidence to  th em  (a n d  o u g h t  

to  be to  everyon e e lse ) o f  th e  co rre c tn e ss  o f  th e ir  th eo ry . 

A ctin g  up on  th is  id ea , th e  co n fed era tes  aw aited  th e ir  

o p p o rtu n ity , a n d  as  soon as  th e  s la te  w as in position  

se jied  a n d  w ith d rew  i t ,  finding on  i t  som e tw o  o r th ree  

w ord s. I n s te a d  o f  ask in g  fo r  a n  exp lan atio n , th e  tw o  

gen tlem en  com m en ced  to  ab u se th e  m edium , M r. D onkin  

m ak in g  use o f  co arse  ad jectives, and a f te r  raisin g  a  s t ir  

in  th e  an tero o m  (w h ere  th e y  w ere  to o  civilly tre a te d  by  

M r. S im m on s), to o k  th e ir  d ep artu re , an d  a  few days a f te r 

w ards p ro cu red  sum m onses a g a in st D r . Slade a n d  M r.  

Sim m ons, fo r  co n sp iracy  to  d etrau d , in clu d in g w ith o u t  

a u th o rity  th e  n am es o f  D r . C a rp e n te r  a n d  M r. Sidgw ick, 

as  p arties to  th e  p ro se cu tio u , a  p roceed in g  w h ich  th e se  

g en tlem en  m o st d ecid ed ly  o b jected  to . T h e  exam in ation  

w as com m en ced  b efore  M r . B lo w ers P .M .,  o n  M o n d ay , 

O cto b e r  2n d , and co n tin u ed  on  th e  9 th , w h en  i t  was 

fu rth e r  ad jo u rn ed  u n til th e  2 0 th . W e  h av e  peru sed  

th e  verbatim  a c co u n t o f  th e  tr ia l  w h ich  ap p ears in th e  

L o n d on  “ D a ily  T eleg rap h ,”  and as  fa r  a s  i t  h as  p ro 

ceed ed  th e  evidence h as n o t d isclosed  a n y  d ish on est o r
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frau dulent a c t on th e  p art o f  tho defendants. M r  

L a n k e stcr  did n o t see D r. Slade w rite  th e  m essage, and  

in cross-exam ination adm itted th at w riting o ccu rred , and

his person was touched whilst Slade’s han ds w ere  both  

on tho table. In  fact, as fa r  as can  be seen from  the  

evidence published, th ere  is nothing b u t th e  th eory  

propounded by the p rosecu to r to  sup port his case. M r. 

J .  N . M askelyne was produced in co u rt, and created  

som e am usem ent by w riting on a  sla te  w ith a small 

instrum ent, w orn on th o  end o f th e  finger, w hich by 

m eans of a piece o f elastic would w hen desired disappear  

up tho arm . A ll th e  evidence so far has been for the  

prosecution, for th o  defence a  largo array  o f  w itnesses  

are available, b u t from  an  intim ation given b y th e  

m agistrate  i t  is probable th e  defendants will n o t be 

allowed to  call them  all, we m ay how ever, an ticip ate  to  

som e ex ten t th e  n atu re  o f  th e  testim on y which will be 

forthcom ing if adm itted, on behalf o f D r. Slade, by a 

few e x tra c ts  from various lo ttors published in th e  London  

papers, facts  already testified to  by credible w itnesses  

which should be adequate in them selves to  destroy th e  

tenability o f  th e  plaintiffs' th eory . T he first to  which

I n  a le t te r  to  th e  “  T im es,”  M r . A . R .  "W allace says .
“  A s  I  h a v e  n o w  s h o w n  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  L a n k e s t c r  c o m m e n c e d  

h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  a n  e r r o n e o u s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a c t ,  a n d  a  11 m o r e  t h a n  

q u e s t i o n a b l e ”  s t a t e m e n t  o f  o p i n i o n ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t  
t h a t  I  f i n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e q u a l l y  u n s a t iB -  
f a c t o r y .  H i s  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  D r  
S l a d e  i s  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  u n l i k e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  m y  o w n  
v i s i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e c o r d e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  S e r g e a n t  C o x  M r  
C a r t e r  B l a k e ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  I  c a n  o n l y  l o o k  u p o m i t  a s  a  

s t r i k i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  D r .  C a r p e n t e r ' s  t h e o r y  o f  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a s . "

D r. C a rte r  B la k e  in a  le t te r  t o  th e  “ T im es,”  speaks 

to  th e  sam e effect a f te r  2 3  exam in atio n s o f  th o  slate.

A  S an F ra n c is c o  te le g ra m  a n n o u n ce s  th a t  D r. Slade 

is con victed  and sen ten ced  to  th r e e  m o n th s’ im prison

m e n t w ith h a rd  lab ou r, b u t th is  req u ires  authen tication , 

and w e a r e  in clin ed  to  d o u b t its  re liab ility , b u t what

e v er th e  r e su lt  o f  th e  p o lice  c o u r t  en q u iry  m ay be, it  

can n o t in th e  ju d g e m e n t o f  a n y  im p a rtia l person  disturb 

th o  fa c t o f  h is  m edium ship as  testified  to  b y so many 

in telligen t and im p artial w itn esses, o r  a lte r  th e  belief of 

th o se  who h av e  had o cc u la r  d e m o n stra tio n  o f  th e  re 

m ark ab le p h enom en a w h ich  o c c u rs  in his presence.

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  

R e c e i v e d  a t  a  M e l b o u b n e  C h i c l e .

we shall call attention  is th a t o f  Professor B a rr e tt , who 

s ta tes  th at he observed th e  peculiar tw itch in g and co n 

vulsive m ovem ents o f th o  m edium , alluded to  by D r. 

L an k o ster, and th ou g h t them  suspicious, b u t in stead  o f  

snatch ing the slate  aw ay as th atg o n tlem an  had done, ho 

adopted a m ore straigh tforw ard  and ration al co u rse , as  

follow s:—
“  T a k i n g  a  s l a t e  c l e a n  o n  I x i t l i  s i d e s ,  I  p l a c e d  i t  o n  t h e  t a b l e  s o  

t h a t  i t  r e s t e d  a b o v e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  s u r f a c e  c o u l d  n o t  t o u c h  a  f r a g 
m e n t  o f  t h e  B l a t c  p e n c i l .  I n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  1 h e l d  t h e  s l a t e  f i r m l y  
d o w n  w i t h  m y  e l b o w ;  o n e  o f  S l a d e 's  h a n d s  w a s  t h e n  g ra s| > cd  b y  
m i n e ,  a n d  t h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  l i n g e r s  o f  b i s  o t h e r  h a n d  b a r e l y  t o u c h e d  
t h e  s l a t e .  W h i l e  c l o s e l y  w a t c h i n g  b o t h  o f  S l a d e 's  h a n d s ,  w h i c h  

d i d  n o t  m o v e  p e r c e p t i b l y ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  m u c h  a s t o n i s h e d  t o  h e a r  
s c r a t c h i n g  g o i n g  o n  a p p a r e n t l y  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t n b l c ,  a n d  
w h e n  t h e  s l a t e  w a s  l i f t e d  u p ,  I  f o u n d  t h e  s i d e  f a c i n g  t h e  t a b l e  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  w r i t i n g .  A  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t  w a s  o b t a i n e d  o n  o t h e r  
d a y s  ; f u r t h e r ,  a n  e m i n e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  f r i e n d  o b t a i n e d  w r i t i n g  o n  a  
c l e a n  s l a t e  w h e n  i t  w a s  h e l d  e n t i r e l y  i n  h i s  o w n  h a n d ,  b o t h  o f  
S l a d e 's  b e i n g  o n  t h e  t a b l e . "

M r. C onrad W . Cooke, T elegraph ic E n g 'n e e r , visited  

D r. Slade in com pany w ith a “ P ro fesso r,” whose nam e is 

suppressed, and w e e x tr a c t  th e  following .from  his

r e p o r t :—

T h e " g r a i n "  o f  s l a t e  p e n c i l  w a s  t h e n  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  t n b l e  a m  
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s l a t e ,  u p o n  w h i c h  D r .  S l a d e  p l a c e d  t h e  p a l m  o f  h i  
l e f t  h a n d ,  h i s  o t h e r  h a n d  b e i n g  n b o v c  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  t o u c h i n g  o n r i  
T h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m m e n c e d ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e ;  
f o r  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s ,  o n l y  s t o p p i n g  w h e n e v e r  a n y  o f  u s  l i f t e d  : 
h a n d  s o  n s  t o  “  b r e a k  t h e  c h a i n , "  a s  D r .  S l a d e  e x p r e s s e i l  i t .  W h e t  
t h e  s l a t e  w a s  t u r n e d  u p ,  i t  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s m a l l ,  c l c n  
w r i t i n g ,  a  s o r t  o f  e s s a y  u p o n  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  h a r m l e s s  n n t u r  
o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  w h i c h  i t  c a l l e d  b y  t h a t  n a m e ,  a n d  f i n i s h i n g  u i 
w i t h  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  “  A . F . Slmlc."  W h i l e  t h i s  w a s  g o i n g  o n  
w h a t  f e l t  v e r y  m u c h  l i k e  a  h a n d  g rn s| > ed  m y  r i g h t  k n e e ,  w h i c l  
w a s  q u i t e  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  D r .  S l a d e 's  f o o t ,  a n d  b o t h  h i s  h a n d
w e r e  a b o v e  t h e  t a b l e .  A  f e w  m i n u t e s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  P r o f e s s o r _____ ’
c h a i r  w a s  p u l l e d  p a r t l y  f r o m  u n d e r  h i m ,  a n d  D r .  S l a d e  d e c l n r e ;  
t h a t  h o  c o u l d  s e e  a  h a n d  t a k i n g  h o l d  o f  t h e  b a c k  o f  i t ,  b u t  u c i t h c  
t h e  P r o f e s s o r  n o r  m y s e l f  c o u l d  s e e  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  s o r t .

P r o f e s s o r ------- - t h e n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  h o l d  t h e  s l a t
h i m s e l f .  A  g r a i n  o f  s l a t e  p e n c i l  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  s l a t e  w h i c  
h e  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  f l a p  o f  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  p r e s s i n g  i t  u p  a g a i n s t  ii  
I n  a  m o m e n t  t h e  w r i t i n g  c o m m e n c e d ,  a n d  a  w o r d  o r  t w o  w a  
w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  s l a t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  b o t h  D r .  S l a d e '  
h a n d s  w e r e  a l x w e t b e  t a b l e .  A  f e w  m i n u t e s  a f t e r ,  w h e n  t h e  s l a t  
w a s  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  • - 
" G o o d - b y e ,  X c a n n o t  d o  a n y  m o r e , "  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  n o  r o o t  
w r i t i n g  o r  r a p s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  w e  c a m e  a w a y .

D r. B lak e , A lfred  E .  W allace , C . C . M assey , an

n u m erou s o th e r  w ell-know n m en te s tify  to  sim ilar

exp erien ces. M r . J o h n  M cllw ra ith , o f  M elb ourne, 

visited  D r. S lad e, ob tain ed w riting on  a  sla te  held by

him self alone, and w as m u ch  pleased w ith th e  m edium ’s 
s traig h tfo rw ard  a n d  gen tlem an ly m anner.

( I t  was in d icated  th ro u g h  th e  m edium  th a t  th ere  was a  
w an t o f  b alan ce m an ifested  in  th e  c irc le , w hich rendered  
co n tro l a  m a tte r  o f  so m e difficulty .)

M e n  view th e  e a r th , a n d  m a tte r s  re la tin g  to  it, from  
different stand points. T h e se  stan d p o in ts vary  n o t only 
acco rd in g  to  lo ca lity , b u t also  in p ro p o rtio n  to  tho dif
fe re n t qualities o f  p e rce p tio n  b ro u g h t to  b e a r on their 
realization .

T h ose  who live in th e  w ilds o f  th e  b u sh , and spend a 
free  and care less— th o u g h  w ith al a  n a tu r a l— existence  
in th e  arcad ian  s im p licity  o f  a  c o u n tr y  life ; th ese view 
th e  e a rth  from  a  v e ry  d ifferen t s ta n d p o in t from  those 
w ho a r e  e v er b ein g  h u stled  in th e  cro w d  a n d  shock of  
m en.

T h e  fo rm er a re  co n te n te d  w ith th e ir  position, and 
g en era lly  asp ire  to  no h ig h er th o u g h ts  th a n  th ose which 
have a  d ire c t b earin g  on th e ir  p h y sical life. T h ey  love 
only th a t  w hich is in h arm o n y  w ith  th e ir  ow n p articu lar  
s ta g e  o f  d ev elop m en t, w h eth er i t  be o f  a  spiritual or 
p u rely  anim al n a tu re . B r in g  su ch  a one in to  th e  centre  
o f civilization , poised, as  i t  w ere , u p o n  som e topm ost 
pinn acle, an d  le t  him  se e  th e  d en sely  crow ded city  
spread  like an  ocean  aro u n d  him . "W hat a  confusion  
o f  ideas w ould s tr ik e  him . H o w  h is in te lle ct would 
seem  to  shrink in to  n o th in g . H e  stan d s a g h a st a t  such  
a  s ta te  o f  life w hich is rich  an d  en jo y ab le  to  m any, and 
he w ould fain alm o st creep  b en eath  th e  ston es for 
shelter.

A n d  w h at h as  all th is  to  d o w ith  u s  ?  C an  w e gain 
a  lesson b y reflectin g  on  th e se  m a t t e r s ?  Y e s ,  by con
tra s tin g  th e se  tw o s ta te s  in  o u r  m ind s, and com paring  
th em  to  p eace  and discord .

A w ay  u p  in th o  hills w h ere  y o u  h av e  lived since 
childh ood , g a th e rin g  th e  b e rrie s  fro m  th e  bu sh, playing  
w ith th e  ch ild ren  in th e  village ; doing all th is  till grey  
hairs have cro w n ed  y o u  w ith g lo ry , c a n  y o u  rem em ber  
any h arsh  w o rd s ?  W a s  n o t y o u r  life  filled up with 
kindly sy m p ath y  fo r  all ? I t  w as a  scen e  o f  sylvan 
p eace  a n d  qu ietn ess, b u t th e  e ch o  o f  th e  b a ttle ’s roar  
reach ed  y o u r  happy g lad e . T h e  y o u n g  m an  w as torn  
from  y o u r Bide to  be a  s o ld ie r ;  in  a  few  s h o rt  hours 
he, who w as b efore  a ll k ind ness a n d  g en tlen ess , has be
co m e an  an im al m o re  d an g ero u s th a n  a n y  w hich prowls 
in th e  fo re st. Y o u  h av e  g ro w n , as  i t  w ere , in  th e  cen tre  
o f so ciety , h o rn  in  cities  w ith h igh  to w e rs  overlooking  
y o u , w ith paved s tre e ts  cro w d ed  o n  e v e ry  sid e o f  you. 
9 o c ie ty  su rro u n d s y o u , and does y o u  h o m ag e, and all 
m en  sm ile up on  y o u . Y o u  h a v e  y o u r  in stitu tio n s o f  
differen t kinds, m an y o f  th em  in tend ed to  help th e  needy  
and r e s to re  th e  sick.

Y e t  th e se  v e ry  in stitu tio n s a r e  ab u sed , and in  this 
w ay. T h e y  afford  sco p e  fo r  th e  h u n g ry  h u n te r  after  
p o p u larity , a n d  a re , as  i t  w ere , so  m an y  la d d e rs  w hereby
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m en g a i n  a  p o s i t i o n  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  as th e  S crib es  a n d  
P h a r is e e s  w e r e  in t h e  o l d e n  t im e .  T h ey  s e e m  t o  s a y -—
.< Look on u s  ; w e a r e  h o ly  and g o od .”

J t  is tru e  th a t  b en evolen ce is  th e  first cau se  o f  th e  
rise o f th ese  in stitu tio n s  in  a  c o u n try . ( A t  th is  s tag e  
o f th e  discou rse, th e  h arm o n y  o f  th e  c irc le  w as disturbed  
by th e  p resen ce o f  a  b a rre l o rg an  in th e  s tre e t. This 
valuable in stru m en t, a f te r  p layin g  o n e  tu n e  in a  variety  
of ways, con d escen d ed  to  m ove on , a n d  re n d e r its  d u lcet 
pounds m o re  m ellow  by d istan ce . T h e  c ircle  w as on  
the p oin t o f  resu m in g  its  w o n ted  h arm on y , w hen som e 
unruly y o u th s loudly req u ested  som e p ecu n iary  help to  
b u m  G u y F a w k e s  o n ce  m o re  w ith a ll th e  honors. 
They w ere p o lite ly  an d  su g g estiv e ly  to ld  to  m ove on by  
the P resid en t, w ho kin d ly  in tim ated  th e  d irectio n . This  
they did h astily .)

On resu m ing,—
Y o u  m u st u n d e rsta n d  th a t  th e re  is a  tim e  w hen m usic  

is in place, a n d  h arm o n y  h as  a  deligh tful effect. I t  is 
for th a t reaso n  w e ad v ise  its  u se  a t  th e  co m m en cem en t  
of yo u r sittin g s.

T h e  m inds o f  a ll a r e  th e n  influenced b y th e  sam e  
strain, and th e  fo rces  o f  th e  c irc le  a r e  equalized. B u t  
when th e  m ind s o f  th e  c ir c le  a r e  in d ifferen t d eg rees  o f  
activ ity , follow in g th e  d isco u rse  an d  discu ssin g, as  it  
were, tlio  w ord s as  th e y  a r e  g iv e n ; i t  is th en  a  different 
se t o f  cond itions, an d  th e  o rg an s  o f th e  (ffi’ndfifi'e/dip- 
turbed b y th e  o rg a n s  in  th e  s tr e e t . f  ° '  ' i  ■

I  was discou rsin g  up on  th a t  in stitu tio n  Vffich j8 r ooted  
in th e  v e ry  basis o f  h u m an ity . U p o n  i t  th e  m in d  is 
formed and m od elled  in its  in fan cy , and i t  h a s  a  vast 
influence on  th e  th o u g h ts , w ord s, an d  a c tio n s  in  a f te r 
life. T o  look for th e  g e rm  w hich gives th is  fcelip g ’ 
birth, y o u  m u st se a rch  d eep  in to  th a t  c e n tr e  sp ir it o f  
all— th a t  w hich h as  p assed  aw ay in to  th e  un fathom able  
spheres, kind lin g itse lf  in to  a  liv in g  form  and exp ression  
snow ing itse lf  in th e  sim p le st lo ve an d  con fid en ce o f  a  
child.

B ud din g in y o u th  as  t r u th , m a tu rin g  itse lf  in  m a n 
hood as  holin ess o f  life  and io ve to  G o d  and m an , o r  
embodied in th e  g r e a t  p rin cip le  o f  sp iritu a l develop
m ent.

I n  th e  foreg oin g  I  re fe r , o f  co u rse , to  th a t  in stitu tio n  
o r feeling w h ich  is  com m on ly  ca lled  relig ion , which, 
though so b eau tifu l and p u re  in i ts  orig in al concep tion , 
has becom e so d is to rte d  b y th e  u sag es o f  m od ern  tim es  
as to  c o n s titu te  i ts e lf  o n e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  evils  o f  
hum anity.

I t  is im possible to  u p ro o t i t ,  b u t i t  c a n  be altere^^jS  
such a  m an n er a s  to  b en efit all th e  p rin cip les  an d  feel
ings w hich sp rin g  th erefro m .

M an — th e  m ateria l m an — is  th e  p ed esta l, th e  co rn er  
stone,— in fa ct , th e  w hole edifice, and G o d  is  m ad e b u t 
a  p re te x t fo r  m an  to  s e t  h im self u p  and ob tain  hom age, 
subm ission to  his w ealth , an d  th e  dow nfall o f  ev ery th in g  
good and n o b le in  h u m an ity .

This is th e  p a r e n t o f  n in e -te n th s  o f  th e  eyils  o f  y o u r  
day. T o  re a d  o f  a ll th is  .in books is  no u se , y o u  can  
see th em  Btalking in  th e  b)(6ad d ay lig h t w ith  pom p and  
van ity . Y o u  can  see  th em  clo th ed  in p u rp le  an d  fine 
linen, and gilded a ll rou n d  th e  brow  w ith  th e  words, 
“ H o ly , h o ly , h o ly .”

T o look a t  a ll th is  is  no u se . Y o u  m u st w ith will 
and e a rn e st d e te rm in a tio n  s tr ik e  deep dow n a t  th e  v e ry  
ro o t o f  th is  evil w h ich  gives fo rth  its poisons to  all 
around. T o do th is  is  th e  w ork  o f  m an  and w om an.

T en  th ou san d  foes will m e e t y o u , w ho, with frow ninj 
faces, an d , I  d o u b t n o t, m o re  th a n  th a t, w ill cu rse  an< 
sw ear a t  y o u r  im p u d en ce and in fidelity , as  th e y  m ay  
think f it to  c a ll i t .

T h ere  is  no ro a d  o r  b y -w ay b y w h ich  th e  lig h t can  
reach  th em  b u t reaso n . E e a s o n  is  th e  on ly  m oans by  
which m an  c a n  a tta in  th e  h ig h e st possib ility  o f  th e  reli 
g io u sid e a . So m e sp eak  o f  in tu itio n . T h a t is  only good  

-as a  m in o r m eans. M a n , by th e  a c t  o f  reaso n , ga th ers  
tru th  o r  kn ow ledge, and as  h e  step  b y  step  reach es  th e  
h igh est p ossib ility  o f  his n a tu re , h e  a tta in s  th e  n e a re st  
possibility to  hie godhead .

C hallenge a ll by ev ery  m ean s in y o u r  p o w er to  reason  
•on m a tte r  as  a p p e rta in in g  to  relig ion .

B e  n o t to o  a n xio u s to  show  th em  w h at y o u  believe to

be tru e . E x h ib it y o u r  lig h t to  th em  th a t  th e y  m ay use 
i t  to  see  th e  fallacy  o f  th e ir  ow n d o ctrin es.

L e t  th o se  who h av e  been te a c h e r s  now  rece iv e  th e ir  
in stru ctio n  ; le t . th em  see  th e  d ark n ess o f  th e  e rro rs  
w ith w hich th e y  have clo th ed  th em selv es

W e ig h  each  s ta te m e n t in th e  b alan ce o f  th a t  com m on  
sen se w hich gu id es y o u  all. L e t  th e  ed u cated  and th e  
u n ed u cated — le t  even th e  idiot— h ear, and th o u g h  he 
be an  id iot, he will p erceive th e  tr u th  w hen p resen ted  
to  him.

Y o u  have m eans to  s c a t te r  th e  tr u th  ; u se  th em . C all 
th em  to  th e  f ro n t, and up on y o u r  p latfo rm s and in

f ou r p u lp its  do as  m an y  nave done before— figh t for  
ib erty , dem and th a t  w hich a ll a r e  en titled  to .

M o s t o f  th o se  who ta k e  p rom in en t p a r ts  in th e  in sti
tu tio n s  re fe rre d  to  do, so n o t fo r  th e  sak e  o f  benefiting  
o th ers, b u t r a th e r  to  m ak e a  position fo r  th em selves.

T h e re  is  one in stitu tio n — and on ly  one— th a t  stand s  
and will e v er s tan d  th e  te s t  o f  clo se  e n q u iry , b ecau se  i t  
is based on  th e  broad prin ciple o f  alleviatin g  
hu m an suffering. I  re fe r , o f  co u rse , to  ho sp itals. 
T h ese a re , n o .doubt, su b ject to  abu ses, b u t  th e  fund a
m e n ta l prin ciple is g o od , a n d  su ch  in stitu tio n s w ill r e 
m ain  w hile h u m an ity  lives to  suffejv-ur disease to  w ork  
its  te r rib le  way.

/ .
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O orhm inications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l  sh o u ld  be 
' / p l a i n l y  w ritten , a n d  as concise as p o ssib le . £

S P I R I T U A L I S M  I N  T A S M A N IA .

f o  TH E E d ITO B  OF T n E  H a RBIN G EB  OF L lG H T .

S i b ,— I  w rite  to  inform  y o u  th a t  th e  p rin cip les o f  th e  
H a rm o n ia l P h ilo so p h y a r e  beginning to  com m en d th e m 
selves in th is  q u a rte r  in a  d eg ree , th ou g h  g en era lly  th e  
old o rth o d o x ch ain  is  to o  Btrong for m ost p erson s to  
escap e from  jt . Y o u r  m on th ly  m essen g er is  looked for
w ard  to  w ith a  g r e a t  d eal o f  p leasu re by ou r sm all circle , 
a n d  its  co n te n ts  seem  now  to  m eet w ith m u ch  a cce p ta n ce .  
W e  ta k e  in sev eral relig iou s period icals, b u t  I  alw ays  
find th e  H a rb in o er  com m an d s th e  m o st a tte n tio n . T h is  
c le a rly  proves th e re  is  a  longing in th e  soul fo r  w h at th e  
c u r re n t lite ra tu re  ca n n o t supply. A n d  if  such a  desire  
e x is t, to  sa tisfy  th e  sam e m u st be leg itim ate . T ru e , 
th e re  is  n othing o f  S p iritu alism  th a t  w e can  ap p ro p riate  
as  y e t  b u t its  philosophy, as w e have b een  un ab le w ith  
a ll o u r  ap p licatio n  to  ob tain  an y  ph ysical m anifestations. 
T h is, I  can  readily believe, m ay be ow ing to  w ro n g  co n 
d ition s, w h ich  from  w an t o f  kn ow ledge w e a re  un ab le to  
re c tify . Y e t ,  a p a r t  from  th is phase o f  th e  su b ject, th e  
in fo rm atio n  w hich Spiritu alism  brin gs is sufficient when  
ju d g ed  on  its  m erits  to  stam p  i t  as  a  scien ce o f  th e  m ost 
e x a lte d  ch a ra cte r . I  decid edly ap p ro v e o f  y o u r  lead er  
tre a tin g  o f  th e  difficulties en co u n tered  by “ T ru tli -  
soek er,”  and th in k  th e  advice th e  m ost ju d icio u s. Peop le  
a r e  m u ch  th e  sam e as  th e y  w ere 2 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  ago , and a re  
m o re given to  h u n tin g  up sign s a n d  w onders th a n  to  
t e s t  th e  tr u th . I t  w ould seem  as  th o u g h  th e  hum an  
m ind g en era lly  is  in cap able o f  in v estig a tin g  an y th in g  on  
its  ow n m erits, b u t m u st ca ll in th e  aid o f  au th o rity . 
T h is  is to  be dep lored , a s  n early  all a u th o rity  h as  vested  
in te re sts  to  serv e , which effectu ally  p rev en t prog ression . 
I t  w as said to  T hom as b y J e s u s  C h ris t, “  B e ca u se  th ou  
h a s t seen  th o u  h a s t believed ; b u t I  say , blessed a re  
th e y  th a t  have n o t seen  and .yet have believed .”  This  
is m o stly  u n d erstood  th a t  th o se  who a re  th e  m o st c re d u 
lous w ith re g a rd  to  th e  u tte ra n ce s  from  th e  p u lp it are  
to  be com m en ded. I  tak e  i t  th a t  th e  tru th s  ta u g h t by  
C h ris t w ere  to  be approved o f  fo r  th e ir  ow n sak e, and  
th e ir  ce les tia l orig in  d eterm in ed  from  th e  in tr in s ic  value  
th e y  possessed, in stead  o f  rece iv in g  an y  im p o rta n ce  from  
o u tw ard  sig n s. T o  speak plainly, Jesu B  m ig h t have said, 
«  T hom as, y o u  a r e  a  ph ysical m an , y o u  occu p y  a  m aterial  
plane, and th e re fo re  y o u r  g ro ss  in stin c ts  w ill n o t allow  
y o u  to  ap p ro p ria te  th e  sublim e th eo ries  th a t  I  have en u n 
cia ted , un less th e y  b e  acco m p an ied  by p o n d erab le de
m on stratio n s. I  w ould ra th e r  h av e  y o u  ju d g e  o f  w h at  
is  good in itself, th a n  b ecau se  i t  is  recom m end ed b y a n 
o th e r.”  O n th e  sam e p rin cip le , th e re  a r e  som e ch ild ren
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who only know tw ice tw o to  be fou r from  th e  fo rce  o f  
au th ority , ra th er than from  th e  in h eren t cond ition of
th e  law  o f num bers. . .

J u s t  now th e  religious mind is in a  s ta te  o f  com m otion  
in  Tasm ania, consequent on th e  publication in th e  O A m  
Han W itness  o f  certain le c tu re s  delivered in H o b a rt  
Town by th e  Rev. M r. B ird , C on gregational M in ister. 
T he first lectu re  treated  o f  A d am  and E v e  and th eir  
surroundings, accord ing to  th e  M osaic n arrativ e , which 
he explained to  be allegorical, and o th e r them es w ere  
similarly disposed of. In  th e  la s t lec tu re , M r. B ird  a d 
vocated progression in a  fu tu re  life, and th is seem s to  
be th e  culm inating p oin t o f  his offence. Som e a r e  dis
satisfied w ith th e  W itness  for publishing such heresies, 
while o th ers advocate w riting th e  le c tu re r  in to  oblivion. 
I  observe th a t m any o f  th e  Spiritu alists’ ideas a re  finding 
th eir way into orthodox pu lpits, though th e  so u rce  
from  which they a re  derived is n o t recognised.

A s  you have kindly prom ised to  subm it any questions 
o f gen eral in terest to yo u r circle for solution, 1 append  
th e  follow ing:—  . . . .

N o . 1. W hen solid bodies a re  introduced by spirits,
th rou gh  walls and other substantial im pedim ents, a re  the  
th ings so conveyed de-m aterialised for th e  occasion , and 
m ade aftorw arus to  cohere w hen th e  destin ation  is 
re a ch e d ; o r  is  it th e  ob stru ction s them solves th a t be
com e dissolved for th e  tim e ? T h e  first supposition  
would bo difficult to  apply to  living birds, &c.

N o. 2 . In  m ental mediumship is  th e re  any w ay of 
judging w hether th e  th oughts em an ate from  on e 's  own 
brain, o r a r o  produced by sp irit influence ?

N o. 3 . I s  th e  brain th e  vehicle only for receivin g  
th oughts and im pressions from  th e  spirit-w orld , o r is i t  
capable o f  evolving ideas by its  own native en erg y  ?

Y o u rs , tru ly ,
5 th  N ovem ber, 1S 76. T A S M A N IA .

[A nsw ers in n e x t issue.— E d. H . o f  Lt..~\

T H E  S A B B A T H .

T o t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  H a r b i n g e r  o f  L i g h t .

S in ,— I  have rend with in te re st th e  p ap er in y o u r  last 
num ber, “ L ay m an .” H is  rom arks on “  th e  L o rd 's  D a y ,”  
o r  “  D ay  o f  th e  L o rd ,” a re  qu ite  co rrec t. T h a t term  
very  frequently occu rs both in th e  Old and N ew  T e s ta 
m e n t; and refers to  th e  period, a  vision o f  which is  said  
to  have passed before Jo lin , called  “ th e  G re a t T rib u la 
tion ,” “ th e  G re a t D ay  o f W r a th ,” “ th e  D ay  o f  V en 
gean ce,” & c , which i t  is said, w as im m ediately to  p recede  
th e  settin g up o f th e  K ingdom  o f H eaven ;*  when “ th e  
Son o f  M an will g a th er o u t o f H is  kingdom  a ll th ings  
th a t  offend and th em  th a t  do iniquity and is  described  
in “  th e  Seven S eals,” th e  sounding o f  th e  “  Seven  
T ru m p ets,” and th e  “  Seven last woes as  also in the  
xviii. and xix . ch ap ters o f  th e  B o o k  o f R evelation , but is 
never apptied to the Sabbath D a p  in  the Scriptures.

T h e  D ay of th e  L o rd  is quoted tw en ty -tw o tim es in 
th e  O ld T estam en t, Beven tim es iu th e  N ew , a n d  often  
u n d er o th er term s. I t  was used by th e  P ro p h ets , by 
Je su s, and by his A p ostles, as a  m eans o f  inducing m en  
“ to  rep en t”  (a s  th e  clergy  use hell fire in ou r days. 
T hey w ere ta u g h t to  believe th a t  “ th e  G re a t D ay  
o f  th e  L o rd  is near, and h asten eth  g r e a t ly ," f  and to  
w atch , fo r  th e y  “  knew  n eith er th e  day n o r th e  hour 
w herein th e  Son o f  M an  co m eth .” J  “ T he sun shall be
tu rn ed  in to  darkness, and th e  moon in to  blood, before 
th e  g r e a t  and terrib le  day o f th e  L o rd  shall com e, and it 
shall com e to  pass th a t  w hosoever shall ca ll on th e  nam e  
o f  th e  L o rd  shall be saved.” ||

M y  o b j e c t  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  t h a t  I  w i s h

T O  D E M O N S T R A T E  B T  S C I E N T I F I C  F A C T S  T H A T  T H E  O R I G I 

N A L  s a b b a t h  o f  t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t  (w hich In to le ra n t  
S ab b atarian s in sist upon im posing upon u s) is  a  p ious  

f r a u d , to ta lly  d estitu te  o f  evidence, and op posed to  
m an y o f  th e  facts  and laws o f  N a tu re , th e  teach in g  o f  
w hich m u st hava  a  very  dem oralizing influence upon  

who a r e  tau g h t from  th e ir  school books, from  
scien tific  le c tu re s , from  th e  coal th e y  see burning on  th e  
fires, from  th e  h isto ries of E g y p t, In d ia , C hina, & c.. th a t

xxivR2 9 -X42 15 1 liV'’ U~ 20' Mattl>' 87—43; Matth.
t  Zeph- >•, 11—1«. í  1 Acts li., 20, 37.

th e  C reatio n  as  d escrib ed  by M o ses , w ith  its Sabbath 
a n d  th e  ag e  o f  th e  W o r ld , as  d eterm in ed  by its  chrono
lo gy  a r e  th e  sam e, w h ich  is  u t te r ly  un ten able and 
u n tru e .

. A  p re tty  exam p le  on  th e  p a r t  o f  ou r c le rg y  to  set 
before th e  risin g  g e n e ra tio n , to  p ro m u lg a te  lies  to  them  
from  th e ir  p u lp its , in  th e  nam e o f  th e  G o d  o f  T r u th ! 
B u t I  shall reserv e  th is  p ro o fjfo r  a n o th e r  p ap er.

I  a m , S ir, & c.,
_____________________________  R .

“ L A Y M A N ”  I N  R E P L Y .

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O F  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .

S ir ,— A  le t te r  ap p eared  in y o u r  issu e  o f  la s t month 
from  th e  p en o f  M r . J .  T e a g u e , e n title d  a  challenge  
ad d ressed  to  L a y m a n , w ho is  ask ed  to  d isclose his name 
th a t te s t  basis a rra n g e m e n ts  m ay  be e n te re d  upon ; when 
J .  T . im agines h e  w ill h av e  no difficulty in  allowing the 
sy stem  L ay m an  seeks to  d e stro y  re s ts  n o t  o n  dream s &c., 
b u t th e  solid ro ck  o f  k n ow led ge— w ith o u t nam ing for 
th e  ben efit o f T ru th se e k e rs  w h ere  th is  ro ck  is to  be 
found.

L ay m an  w ould have no ob jectio n  to  com ply w ith this 
im perative, and in som e in sta n ce s  j u s t  dem and, if he 
could see  a prob ability  o f  b o th  sides o f  th e  question 
being discussed in a  te m p e ra te  m a n n e r, w ith o u t which 
no good re su lt w ould be o b ta in ed , b u t  from  th e  spirit 
m anifested in th e  ch allen ge, L a y m a n  is o f  opinion this 
desirable req u isite  is  n o t  to  b e  e x p e c te d , he is too well 
aw are o f  th e  p ersecu tin g  in stin c ts  o f  th e  o rth o d o x— th at  
th e y  a re  g e n e ra lly  b itte r , d ish on est, an d  unscrupulous  
in th e  m an n er th e y  a d o p t to  p u t dow n a  freethraking  
op pon ent, and as  J .  T .  h as  a lre a d y  show n him self to  be 
o n e  o f  th is  class, h e  m u st, a t  le a s t  fo r  th e  p resen t be 
co n te n t w ith L a y m a n ’s  nam e b ein g  w ithheld. I t  is  doubt
less for th is  reason an o n ym ou s w ritin g  is so m uch in 
vo gu e a t  th e  p re se n t day in m o st o f  th e  daily and weekly 
publication s th e  “  S p e c ta to r  and M e th o d ist C hronicle" 
included. So th a t  i t  should n o t  be con sid ered  unreason
able in L ay m an  e xercisin g  a  lik e  p riv ilege. H ave we 
Dot a  specim en o f  J .  T . ’s u n ch aritab len ess , w h ere  he says 
Laym an  m ay bo him , w h ose b u sin ess i t  is  to  w alk up and 
down in th e  e a r th  and to  go to  and fro  in it , t r e m b lin g -  
rep resen tin g  th a t  h e , L a y m a n , m ay  be th a t  evil spirit 
spok en o f  in th e  book o f  J o b ,  ch . 1 . ,  v e r  7 — th e  word 
trem b lin g  is  n o t in th e  te x t ,  a n d  J .  T .  is  q u ite  m istaken  
in app lying i t  to  L a y m a n , who re co lle c ts  read in g  some 
tim e ago o f  a  c lerg y m an  w ho p re a ch e d  from  1 s t  P eter, 
5 ch. and 8  ver. (a  p aralle l p assag e) “  T h e  devil as a  ro a r 
ing lion w alketh ab o u t seek in g  w hom  h e  m ay d ev ou r."  
H e  divided th e  su b je ct o f  his d isco u rse  in to  fou r heads, 
th u s — firstly , w e shall en d eav o u r to  a sce rta in  ‘  W h o  the  
D ev il w as ;’ second ly, w e shall in q u ire  in to  his geograp hi
cal position, D am ely: ‘ w h ere  th e  D ev il w as,’ a n d  1 where  
th e  D evil w as g o in g ; ’ th ird ly — A n d  th is  o f  a  personal 
ch a ra c te r— ‘ W h o  th e  D ev il w as seek in g  ?  A n d  fourthly  
a n d  lastly , w e sh all e n d eav o u r to  solve a  q u estion  which 
has n ev er been solved y e t , ‘  w h at th e  D ev il w as roaring  
a b o u t? ’

H a d  J .  T . re a d  with an y  d e g re e  o f  a tte n tio n  L ay m an 's  
rep ly  to  th e  R ev . J .  G . M illard ’s d ream , h e  w ould have 
seen  th a t  th e re  is  no cla im  laid  a s  to  h av in g discovered  
an y  new  w eapon w ith w h ich  to  c u t  dow n C h ristian ity , 
th e  book on  which C h ristian ity  is  fou n d ed  is  sim ply left 
to  speak for itself.

L a y m a n  read  in  th e  “ S p e c ta to r  a n d  M eth od ist 
C h ro n icle” o f  O cto b er 2 1 s t ,  w h ere  N e lso n  o n  th e  m orn
ing o f T ra fa lg a r , w as re m o n stra te d  w ith  th a t  th e  d ecora
tions upon his c o a t  w ould a t t r a c t  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  
en em y’s  m ark sm en , h e  p ro u d ly  an sw ered , “ in  honour I  
h av e won th em  and in  h o n o u r I  w ill w e a r th em ,”  it  
tu rn s  o u t (o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  C a p ta in  H a r d y ) th a t  
th e se  w ords w ere  n e y e r  u t te r e d  by N e lso n  a t  all— th e  
w ords he used w ere  “  T h is is n o t a  tim e  to  ta lk  o f  ch an g
ing c o a ts .” I t  tu rn s  o u t also , th a t  th e  w ord s attrib u ted  
to  th e  D u k e  o f  W e llin g to n  a t  th e  crisis  o f  W a te rlo o —  
"  ,^P> gu ard s a n d  a t  th em ,” — w e re  n e v e r  u t te r e d . H ow  
difficult i t  is  to  find v e rita b le  a n d  v e ra cio u s  h isto ry  ? 
S a cre d  o r  p r o f a n e !

J .  T. may have noticed in th e“ M. A. Mail” of 30th 
November, that Mr. A. A. Ascott, one of the speakers at
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a  m eeting o f  th e  W e s le y a n  local p reach ers  association, 
said he sym path ised  w ith  ad van ced  th o u g h t, an d  believed  
in U iePgradiial unfolding o f  tr u th  w hich is  n o t to  be 
fo u n d m  any sy stem  o f  T h eo lo g y , h e  had n o sym path y  
with the vu igar d en u n ciatio n  o f  advan ced  th in k ers  as bad 
men, and o f  th e ir  w ork s as trash .

J .  T . m ay n o t  have seen  a n y th in g  in n ew sp apers so 
strong as th e  re m a rk s  th a t  w e re  m ad e on th e  clerical 
profession b y a  la te  m em b er o f  it , as  ap p eared  in th e  
"  L e a d e r"  o f  2 8 th  O cto b e r. T h is g en tlem an  a f te r  m any  
years p ra ctica l e x p e rie n ce  as  a  c lerg y m an , and after  
having stud ied  ca re fu lly  to  fit h im self for th e  position, 
found i t  im possible w ith  sa tisfactio n  to  him self to  co n 
tinue his co n n e ctio n  w ith  his ch u rch — one o f  th e  m ost  
influential in V ic to ria . A  frien d re ce n tly  addressed  
this gen tlem an as  “ R ev eren d ”  w hen w ritin g  to  him, 
forgettjng that, he h ad ren o u n ced  th e  ti tle  for som e tim e. 
An answ er cam e to  th e  follow ing e f fe c t :— In  yn u r last  
you addressed m e as  “ R e v e re n d .” F o r  G o d ’s sake don’t  
¡„su it m e ag a in . D o n ’t  y o u  know  th a t  I  have le f t th e  
bosom o f  H o ly  C h u rch , and th a t  I  am  prou d o f  m y  
d ep artu re?  I  le f t th e  g lo rio u s m ock ery  th a t  fo r  so 
many y e a rs  h ad deceived m e, w hen m y eyes w ere  opened  
a t  last to  its  m iserab le  h y p o crisy  and m eanness . . . .  
I  have been in th e  in n e r  s a n c tu a ry  o f  ch u rch es— know  
what th e y  a r e — know  h o w  religion  is professed , carefu lly  
observed and m ad e in to  a n  e le g a n t tra d e  ; a n d  m y ver
dict is sham , sham — pitiful, m ean, h y p o critica l sham —  
only w o rth y  o f  b ein g  sw ep t o u t  to  the, g r e a t  dung-hill 
of creatio n ’s  off sem irin gs w ith th e  broom  o f u t te r  co n 
tem pt!. T h e  m ild p assag es  from  th is g e n tlem an ’s le tte r  
are selected  on ly  ; h is  s tro n g  ones I  really  w ould n o t  
like to  publish. B u t  w hen a  g e n tlem an  who b u t la te ly  
had people “ s ittin g  u n d er him ”  w hom  he w as in th e  
habit o f ad d ressin g as  “  beloved b re th re n ,” w rites in th is  
m anner, could a n y th in g  b e  to o  s tro n g  for u n re g e n e ra te  
laymen ?

A n oth er re v e re n d  gen tlem an  who h ad been a  nu m b er  
o f years in th e  ch u rch , w h en  a t  th e  p o in t o f  death, 
asked pardon o f  G od , a n d  his p arish ion ers, fo r  having  
tau ght th e  d o ctrin e s  o f  C h ris tia n ity  ,; b u t I  m u st n o t  
take up an y  m o re  o f  y o u r  valuable sp ace  w ith e x tra c ts .

N o t with a n  u n ob servan t e y e , M r . E d ito r , h as  L ay m an  
mingled w ith M in isters  o f  variou s d en o m in atio n s; and  
the exp erien ce  o f  n e a rly  h a lf  a c e n tu ry  w a rra n ts  him  in 
saying, th a t  m in isters a r e  b u t m en  ; and th e  b est o f  m en, 
but m en, a t  th e  b e s t ; an d  in e v e ry  d en om in ation  w ith  
which L a y m a n  is  a cq u ain ted . H e  has se e n  som e 
m inisters g rasp in g  m o re  e a g e rly  a f te r  w ealth  and se cu la r  
power, th a n  a rd e n tly  striv in g  to  in s tru c t  th e  ig n oran t, 
than sedulously co m fo rtin g  th e  d istressed , th a n  an xiou sly  
leading sin n ers to  r e p e n ta n c e ! T h erefo re , L a y m a n  is 
n o t su rp rised  a t  w itn essin g  th e  o v erb earin g  sp ir it e x 
hibited a t  th e  W e sle y a n  C on feren ce , an d  a t  ev ery  o th e r  
assembly o f  P rie s ts , P a rso n s , and P re a ch e rs .

In  th is e r a  o f  in q u iry  ste re o ty p e d  in te rp re ta tio n s  o f  
S cripture a r e  in su fferable , un less con form ab le to  th e  
ten or o f  S crip tu re ; for, R e a so n , and S cien ce , a n d  S ch olar
ship arejb low in g aw ay  th e  m ists o f  cred u lity  and ig n o r
ance, M atterin g  to  th e  w inds th e  d u s t o f an tiq u ated  
form ulas. T h e  peo p le a r e  now, th an k  heav en , reso lu tely  
bent on  g e ttin g  rid -of “ th e  w isdom  o f  th e ir  a n c e s to rs ,” 
dem anding som eth in g  m o re  m en ta lly  n u tric io u s  th a n  th e  
dry bones o f b y gon e d isp en sation s an d  th e  saw d u st o f  

•antiquated sy stem s o f  b e l ie f ; th e y  a re  c ry in g  fo r  bread. 
M r. E d ito r, au d  h eav en  be p raised  th e y  w ill n o lo n g er  
be satisfied w ith ston es to  e a t.

N ow , in con clu sio n , if  J .  T . w ill condescend to  reply  
to  any o f  th e  le tte rs  L a y m a n  h as  a lread y  w ritte n , o r  m ay  
y e t w rite to  th e  “  H a rb in g e r .”  H e  will feel g re a tly  
•obliged ; an d  prom ises to  b esto w  on sam e a  m o st a tte n 
tive p eru sal, o r  should J .  T .  in se r t  an y th in g  exp ressin g  
his views and re q u iriu g  a n  an sw er from  L a y m a n , i t  shall 
have his p ro m p t and b e s t a tten tio n .

Y o u  a r e  a w a re , M r . E d ito r , th a t  L a y m a n  s e n t y o u  a  
le tte r  d ated  1 6 th  O cto b e r, fo r  in sertio n  in th e  “  H a rb in 
g e r"  fo r  N o v e m b e r, b u t w h ich  w as unavoidably hold  

•over till 1 s t  D ecem b er. H e  co u ld  n o t  th e re fo re  e x p e c t  
y o u  to  in se rt tw o  o f  his le tte rs  in  th e  sam e jo u rn al o r  
th is one w ould h av e  been w ritte n  a  m onth  earlier.

L A Y M A N .
V au gh an , D ecem b er 1 8 th  1 8 7 6 .

P E R S E C U T I O N .

A  L a t -Sermon read  b y H . K .  R u sd e n , a t  th e  M asonic  
H all, M elb ou rn e, b efore th e  M elb ou rn e S p iritu a lis t and  
F re e th o u g h t A ssociatio n , on S u n d ay , th e  8 th  O cto b er, 
1876 .

Y o u  will find i t  (w ith  slig h t ad ap ta tio n  to  th e  circu m 
stan ces o f  th e  d a y ) th u s  w ritte n  in th e  xviii ch a p te r  
o f  th e  gosp el acco rd in g  to  S t. J o h n , and in th e  3 3 r d  to  
th e  3 6 th  verses.

3 3 .  Then [P r in c e  B ism a rk ] e n te re d  info the ju d gm en t 
hall again , and called [th e  R o m an  p riesth o o d ] and said  
u n to  [ i t ,]  A r t  th ou  th e  K in g  o f  th e  [P ru ss ia n s ] ?

3 4 .  [T h e R om an  p riesth ood ] an sw ered  him , Sayeet 
th ou  th is th in g  o f  th yself, o r  did o th ers  te ll i t  th e e  o f  
m o ?

3 5 .  [B ism a rk ] an sw ered , A m  I  a  [R o m a n  C a th o lic ] ? 
[T h e  con flictin g claim s o f] th iue ow n n a tio n  a n d  [o f  th v  
foreign ] ch ief p rie s t have [b ro u g h t th ee  in to  th is scra p e ].  
W h a t h as  th o u  done ?

36. [T h e  R om kn p riesth ood  did s o t  an sw er like  
J e s u s ] — “ M y  K in gd om  is  not o f  this w orld  ; i f  m y king- 
“ dom w ere  of-fhis w orld , th en  w ould m y [D e ity ]  fight, 
“  th a t I  should n o t  be delivered to’ th e  [P ru ss ia n s ]. 
“ B u t  now  is  m y kingdom  n o t from  h e n ce ."

O n  th e  c o n tra r y  th e  R om an  C ath o lic  c le rg y  exclaim , 
Y o u  a r e  p e rse cu tin g  u s ! Y o u r  kingdom  is  on ly  a  p ro 
vince o f  th e  P o p e ’s K in g d o m , w hich is  o f  th is  w orld . 
T h e y  fo rg e t th a t  w h at th e  L o rd  gave [ to  th e  P o p e ], th e  
L o r d  h a th  tak en  aw ay. B lessed  be th e  nam e o f  th e  
L o r d !

Y o u  w ill, also , find i t  in like m an n er th u s  w ritte n  in 
th e  1 3 th  ch a p e r  o f  S t . P a u l's  E p is tle  to  th e  R om ans a t  
th e  1 s t  and fo llo w in g  verses.

1 . L e t  every  soul be su b ject u n to  th e  h ig h e r pow ers. 
F o r  th e re  is  n o  pow er b u t o f G od . T h e  pow ers th a t  be 
a r e  ordained o f  G od . (B ism a rk 's  n o t e x ce p te d .)

2 .  W h o so ev er, th erefo re , re siste th  th e  pow er, resisteth  
th e  o rd in an ce  o f  G od ; and th ey  th a t  re sist, shall rece iv e  
to  th em selv es— D a m n a t i o n  !

3 . F o r  R u le rs  a re  n o t  a  te r r o r  to  good w orks, b u t to  
th e  ev il. W i l t  th o u  th e n  n o t  be afraid  o f  th e  pow er ?  
D o th a t  w h ich  is good, and th o u  s h a lt have p raise  o f  th e  
sam e.

4 .  F o r  [B ism a rk ] is th e  m in ister [o f  S ta te ]  to  th ee  
fo r  good [p a y in g  th ee  £ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  a -y e a r  fo r  consid erab ly  
less th a n  n o th in g ]. B u t  if  th ou  do th a t  w h ich  is evil, 
be a f ra id ; fo r  h e  b eare th  n o t th e  sw ord in vain ; fo r  he 
is th e  M in is te r  o f  [ th e  E m p e ro r  o f  P ru s s ia ] to  e x e cu te  
w rath  up on him  th a t  d o eth  evil.

5 . W h e re fo re  y e  m u st needs be su b ject, n o t on ly  for  
w rath , b u t, a lso , fo r  co n scien ce  sake.

6 .  F o r  fo r  th is  ca u se  pay y e  trib u te  a ls o ;  fo r  th ey  
a r e  [S ta te ]  M in isters  a tte n d in g  co n tin u ally  upon th is  
very  thing.

7 . R e n d e r, th erefo re , to  a ll th e ir  dues ; tr ib u te  to  
whom  tr ib u te  is d u e '; cu stom  to  whom  cu stom  ; fe a r  to  
whom  f e a r  ; h o n ou r to  whom  honou r.

1 like to  re fu te  a  m an  o u t of-his ow n m outh .
I t  ap p ears to  m e th a t  if  w e do n o t  learn  wisdom  from  

c u r re n t  even ts, w e shall n ev er le a rn  i t  a t  a l l ; an d  th a t  
we should fail in o u r  d u ty , and lo se  th e  good o f  ou r  
life , w ere  w e to  a llow  im p o rta n t ev en ts to  pass w ith o u t  
e x e rcisin g  upon th e m  o u r  b est m oral ju d g m e n t, and  
draw ing from  th em  in  f r e e  discussion  th e  g r e a te s t  p o s
sible good. O u r  lives w ould be w o rth less to  th e  w orld, 
an d  th e  even ts o f th e  w orld  w ould b e  w o rth less to  us, 
w ere  w o n o t to  en d eavou r to  appreh end th em  a ccu ra te ly ,  
d ig est th e m  p rofitab ly— and reflec t upon S o cie ty  th e  
g r e a te s t  ben efit th a t  we can  derive from  th e ir  co n sid era 
tio n . P re -e m in e n tly  th e  b est w ay o f  d o in g  th is— is by 
“ F r e e  D iscussion."

Now, many lessons are to be learnt from the so-.called

K  ed ition  o f the Holy Roman priesthood in Prussia.
orms a forcible illustration o f  the fact, chat i f  men 

are easily blinded by their individual narrow self-in
terest to the claims o f  others— individually or collec
tively; i f  their judgment can be leadily warped by 
personal association, or by the ties o f kindred or 
nationality ; yet there is no class o f events so intoxica
ting to the imagination,— so falsifying to the reason, o r
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bo h a r d e n in g  t o  t h e  h e a r t ,  a s  t h o s e  in  w h ic h  r e l i g i o u s  
c o n s id e r a t io n s  p r e d o m in a t e .  „

This is m ainly because th e  pernicious in cu lcatio n  o! 
speculative theories as final tru th  upon th e  p lastic  m inds 
o f infants, identifies those th eories with th eir feelings 
and personal egotism  so com pletely and perm anently ; 
th a t in relation to  th em — in herent unreasonableness a p 
pears logical, absu rd ity app ears sim ply a test o f  faith  ; 
and crim e becom es a designation, n o t o f w h at is in
ju rious to  Society, but ra th e r  o f w h atever m ay ten d  to  
expose delusion, o r  su b stitu te  know ledge tor ignorance, 
o r  fa c t  for fiction. D o ctrin es are  called sacred , and co n 
tradictions denom inated m ysteries, discussion and inves
tigation o f  which would be dangerous to  p riestcraft. 
W h a t the p riest desires to  be done, is— in conform ity  
with his teach in g— called good, how ever really  im m oral 
it m ay b e ; and the b est o f  actio n s— if  n o t in th e  a p p a r
e n t in terest of religion— a re  ch aracterised  as wicked 
and worthy only o f  dam nation.

O f course any a ttem p t to teach  such folly to th e  wise 
and prudent would m eet with deserved con tem p t. I t  
is therefore  carefully revealed solely to babes o f  all 
ages, who a re  incapable o f discrim inating good from  
evil, o r o f  discerning in th e  professed an xie ty  to  save  
others from fictitious evils magnified to infinity, nothing  
b u t th e  cunning o f  in terested  p riestcraft. A ll sense o f  
innocence and rectitu d e, all self-reliance and resolution , 
and all hope o f possible im provem ent, a re  annihilated  
by th e  doctrine th at men a re  born n atu rally  depraved, 
incapable o f  good, and dependent for salvation and 
stren gth  upon im aginary divine g ra ce , which for any  
reasons m ay be w ithheld, how ever highly th e  p riest m ay  
be feed to  Becure it. F u rth e r  intim idation is effected by 
depicting an alm ighty ty ra n t o f  th e  U n iv erse  to  whom  
it affords pleasu re to  to rtu re  e tern ally — beings co n 
stru cted  by him for th e  purpose— sensitive to  pain ; and  
from  whose rage th e  p riest professes to  be alone able 
to  save. T he general d irect ten d en cy  o f  th is deliberate  
abuse o f  th e  minds o f  young children, is to enorm ously  
in crease th e  num ber o f theiV eakm inded and im m oral, 
and to  keen them  in com plete subserviency to  the  
tyran ny o f  th e  priest. J u s t  as men in g en eral call good  
— th a t which benefits them, how ever d estru ctiv e  i t  m ay 
bo for o th er organised beings ;— as  th e y  slau g h ter not 
only fleas, ra ts , and snakes, but, also, sheen and ca ttle , 
and call th e  resu lt good  regardless o f  th e  evil to  th e  poor 
anim als th ey  destroy ; so th e  p riest teach es  to  u n su s
pecting children th a t everyth in g  th a t  ten d s to  h is  a g 
grandisem ent is good p e r  se, and holy, and th a t  ev ery 
th in g th at tends to  th e  real cn ligh tn em eu t o f th e  people  
— is wicked and bad. O rdinary hum an beings a re  satisfied  
to  e a t th eir b eef and m utton  w ithout dem anding th a t  
th e  poor sheep and c a ttle  shall be forced  to  ad m it the  
goodness o f  th e  a rra n g e m e n t; b u t th e  p riest dem ands o f  
th e  victim s upon whom h e  feeds and fatten s, n o t only a  
confession ot th e  propriety o f his doing so, but a g en eral 
positive assertion , also, th a t nothing is good which does 
n o t tend to  th eir ow n enthralm ent, and to  h is  advan
tages ; and th a t  everyth in g is evil, which m ight open the  
eyes o f his victim s to  his rogu ery  and th eir degradation. 
H e  knows th at even ordinary adu lts a re  fa r  to o  wide
aw ake to  bo th u s im posed upon, and no w onder lie 
strenuously endeavours to  m onopolise th e  m anagem ent 
o f th e ir  education while little  children, as  th e  m oat 
se cu re  and effective w ay o f  blinding th em  to  th e ir  own 
slavery, and o f  m aintaining his tyran ny.

T hu s he teach es th a t when he causes w holesale assas
sinations and m assacres o f  hie opponents (a s  on  B a rth o 
lom ew's d ay ) that is b u t a  ju s t  ju d g m en t o f G od upon  
th em  for th e ir  im pious wickedness. B u t  i f  h e  is sim ply  
required  to  conform  to  th e  g en eral law s o f  th e  S ta te , he 
resists  and exclaim s th a t he is  cru elly  p ersecu ted , and  
calls  upon all who a re  y e t  virtu ou s (in  his sense o f th e  
w ord ) to  overw helm  and exterm in ate  th e  sacrilegiou s r e 
p ro b ates  in th e  Dame o f  God.

T h e  so-called  persecu tions o f th e  early  C hristian s by 
th e  E o m a n s  w ere o f this kind. T he fanatics o f  th e  new  
s e c t  tre a te d  th e  law s o f  th e  S ta te  with con tem p t, and  
w hen leg ally  and p ro p erly  punished like ordinary  
offenders, th e y  falsely alleged th a t th ey  w ere  p ersecu ted  
fo r  con scien ce  sak e. O f  th is th e y  have them selves pro- 
serv ed  am p le  evidence, th ou g h  th e y  have destroyed and

falsified m uch m ore. W e  k n ow — and ’i t  is incontrover
tib le— th a t  th e  E o m a n s  to le ra te d  all religions as  such 
and did n o t in terfere  w ith th em  a t  all un less th ey  cor
ru p ted  m an n ers, o r  w ere  m u tin o u s to  th e  S ta te . This 
w ould bo alm o st g u a ra n te e d  b y  th e  ad m itted  personal 
v irtu e  and h u m an ity  o f  th o se  E o m a n  E m p e ro rs , who are 
n o tw ith stan d in g vilely  slan d ered  b y assertio n s thatfthey  
w ere  th e  prin cipal p e rs e cu to rs  fo r  co n scien ce  sake of the 
ch u rch  ; even if  w e had n o t specific re co rd s  o f  the 
m utinou s and im m oral co n d u ct w hich g a v e  occasion to 
th e  so-called  p e rse cu tio n . W h e n  a  so ld ier in a  military 
cam p  th rew  his a rm s dow n b efo re  his officer and vowed 
to  figh t n o m o re  fo r  liis c o u n tr y , b ecau se  th e  principles 
o f his new  s e c t  forb ade i t ; o r  w hen a  civ ilian , for the 
sam e reaso n , agg ressively  a n d  in to le ra n tly  reviled the 
religion o f th e  n eigh b ou rs,— i t  w as o f  co u rse  m utiny in 
th e  one, and in to leran ce  in th e  o th e r,— and n o t Chris
tia n ity  as  a  re lig io n — th a t  h ad  to  b e  ch eck ed  ; and the 
alleg atio n  o f  re lig io u s p ersecu tio n  w as sim ply a device 
o f  se cta ria n  m en d acity . T h e  la te  o ccu rre n ce s  in P ru s
sia  th ro w  a Hood o f  lig h t up on  th o se  o f  a n c ie n t times, 
and furnish  orily fresh  exam p les  o f  th e  essen tial im
m o rality  o f  re lig ion  g e n e ra lly , and o f  C h ristian ity  in 
p a rticu la r . T h e  a tte m p t to  o b tain  m on ey from  the 
cred u lo u s u n d er false p re te n ce s  shou ld , th erefore, be 
exp o sed , p a rticu la rly  h e re  in V ic to r i a ;  w h ere  th e  same 
ta c ti c s  a re  applied to  lo cal p u rp o ses  q u ite  as immorally 
and sham elossly.

I t  is said th a t  th e re  a r e  in P ru s s ia  1 0 ,0 0 0  Holy 
Iiom an p riests  ; and 1 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  p erso n s whom it  is 
th e ir  sp ecial fu n ctio n  to  m esm erise  and delude and 
m ak e as  ig n o ra n t and stu p id  as  p o ssib le . T h ese  drones 
(w ith o u t th e  special fu n ctio n  o f  a  d ro n e ) in th e  social 
hive, w ere  a c tu a lly  paid by th e  S t a te  £  1 5 0 ,0 0 0  a -y ear—  
fo r  sim ply dem oralisin g th e  p eo p le  ; an d  i t  w as n o t until 
th e y  s e t  th em selv es up as  o p en  m alco n ten ts  to  the 
S ta te , and professed  su p e rio r  a lleg ian ce  to  a  foreign 
a u th o rity , th a t  th e  S ta te  w oke u p  to  th e  im prop riety  of 
subsidising tre a so n . T h e  G o v e rn m e n t h as properly 
w ithdraw n itu su p p o rt, an d  I  th in k  e r r s  so lely  in pro
m ising to  renew  i t  up on  th e ir  r e tu r n  to  lo y a lty  to  the 
S ta te . I t  is to  be h oped th a t  i t  w ill th in k  b e tte r  o f it. 
T h e  assertion  in th e  D u k e  o f  N o rfo lk ’s le tte r  advertised  
in th e  A rg u s  on th e  2 4 th  S ep tem b er, th a t  th e  paym ent 
w as n o t  a  S ta te  sub sidy, b u t a n  eq u ivalen t m ade by 
a g reem en t in lieu o f  se q u e ste re d  e c c le s ia s tica l property  
o f  g r e a te r  value, is  a n  im p u d en t a tte m p t to  th row  dust 
in th e  eyes o f  th e  people. W h e r e  did th e  ecclesiastical 
p ro p erty  co m e from  ?  W h o se  w as it— o r  whose could it 
be— b u t th e  S ta te 's ?  A n d  how  w as i t  e v e r  ob tain ed from 
th e  S ta te , b u t  b y frau d, ch ica n e ry , and sw indling, in the 
nam e o f  G od ? D id  an y  S t a te  e v e r  c o n tr a c t  th u s ex
c e p t on  th e  co n d itio n  o f  a lleg ian ce  ? A n d  is  i t  feasible 
th a t  th e  C h u rch  w ould have a c ce p te d  less th an  a  full 
eq u ivalen t un less i t  cou ld  n o t help it, and un less i t  knew 
th a t  its  ti tle  w as bad ?  D id  n o t J e s u s  exp ressly  repu
d iate  p ro p erty  in th is  w orld  ?  D id  he n o t  also  say “ No 
“ m an  can  serv e  tw o m a ste rs  ; fo r  e ith e r  he will hate 
“ th e  o n e  o r  lo ve th e  o th e r, o r  else  he will hold to the 
“  one and desp ise th e  o th e r . T e  c a n n o t se rv e  [ th e  Pope 
“  and P ru s s ia ] .”

G o to  now , y e  1 0 ,0 0 0  rav en o u s w olves in sheep's 
c lo th in g ; w eep and how l for th e  m iseries  th a t 's h a l l  
com e upon y o u . Y e  u n ju st s tew ard s , y e  w ill n o t dig. 
b u t to  beg y e  a re  n o t  ash am ed  ! Y e  h av e  heaped 
T re a su re  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  la s t d ay s— b u t behold the  
hire  o f  th e  lab ou rers who h av e  re a p e d  dow n y o u r  fields 
which y o u  ob tain ed b y  frau d — c rie th  ; a n d  th e  cries ol 
th em  w hich w ere  d efrau d ed  a r e  e n te re d  in to  th e  ears 
of— P rin ce  B ism ark .

T h eir is  n o d o u b t th a t  th e se  P ru ss ia n  E o m a n  priests 
have m ade th e  bible serv e  as  their a u th o r ity  to r  every 
species o f  frau d , p e rse cu tio n , and m u rd e r , an d  th e  tact  
th a t  i t  can  be q u ite  as a p tly  c ite d  a g a in s t th em  was rn  
obvious reaso n  fo r  w ithh old ing i t  from  th e  la ity  as long 
as  th e y  could. L ik e  th e  devil, th e y  can  q u ote scrip ture  
for th e ir  p u rp ose , a n d  th e y  know  t h a t  i t  is  a  tw o-edged  
sw ord th a t  c u ts  b o th  w ays.

T h e  alleg atio n  t h a t  th e se  r e c u s a n t  P ru s s ia n  clerg y  are  
called  up on to  ap o sta tise , o r  to  su ffer an y  p en alty  w hat
e v er is tra n sp a re n tly  false. T h e  p rofession  o f  th e ir  re 
ligion— m isch ievous an d  im m o ral th o u g h  i t  be— is not



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. i  137

attem p ted to  be in terfered  w ith. I t  is  sim ply disloyalty  
to the S ta te  th a t  has n ecessita ted  th e  w ithdraw al of 
their S ta te  pay. T h e  dem and o f th e  G o vern m en t w as a  
singularly w ise an d  p ro p e r  one ; nam ely th a t th e  
teachers in th e ir  sch ools should com e up to  th e  G o vern 
m ent standard o f  fitness ; an d  to  en su re  it— be exam ined  
in Prussian U n iv e rsitie s . A  m o st m o d era te  dem and, 
short o f  which th e  S ta te  cou ld  n o t possibly v indicate its  
own resp onsib ility  fo r  th e  ad eq u ate  ed u cation  o f  its  
people. I t  is o n e  w hich I  th in k  ev ery  G o vern m en t 
should en force, and w ith w hich ev ery  se c t  should be 
glad to  com ply. I t  is so lely  th e  in san o papal claim  to  
temporal pow er— sp ecifically  rep u d iated  by J e s u s  (p ro 
bably b ecau se he w as n ev er in a  position to  claim  it ) ,  
and which i t  is p lainly tre a so n  to  place in com p etition  
with th a t o f  th e  n atio n al G o v ern m en t o f  P ru ssia ,— th at  
is now in qu estion  th e re . T h e  p ra c tic e  o f  th e  rite s  and  
the teach in g  o f  th e  d o ctrin e s  o f th o  H o ly  H om an religion  
are en tirely  o u tsid e  th e  co n tro v e rsy . I f  th e se  H o ly  
Roman p riests  a re  rea lly  C h ristian s, le t th em  stu d y and 
conform  to  tb e  p re ce p ts  w hich I  h av e  q u oted  as a  te x t  
from th e  1 3 th  ch a p te r  o f  th e  E p is tle  to  th e  H om an s. 
I f  they a r e  m en ,— n o t  to  say  able-bodied b ach elors,— le t  
them tu rn  to — a n d  e a rn  th e ir  ow n livin g a t  som e hon est 
trade, in stead  o f  d ev otin g  th em selv es to  dem oralising  
and sw indling th e ir  cred u lo u s n eigh b ou rs, and ra isin g  
the p e r  cent a ge ò f  c rim in a ls  fifty  p e r  cent  (a s  th ey  do 
here— acco rd in g  to  th e  re tu rn s  o f  th e  G o vern m en t  
S ta tis t), and th e y  m ay even find cau se  to  th an k  B ism ark  
l'or m aking m en o f  th em .

I t  is so obvious th a t  no p o litician  in his sen ses could  
to lerate  tre a so n  in his v e ry  cam p , th a t  n o th in g  b u t the  
colossal ego tism  w h ich  is th e  c h a r a c te ris tic  o f  religious  
exaltation , co u ld  blind th e se  1 0 ,0 0 0  able-bodied  loafers  
to th e  folly as  well as  im m o rality  o f th e ir  op position . 
I f  th ey  a re  n o t P ru ssia n  su b jects  b u t th e  P o p e ’s, th ey  
should tra n s fe r  th em selv es to  h is kingdom ,— in th e  n e x t  
world— if  th ey  c a n n o t find it in th is  one.

A ll th e  d eg rad atio n  a n d  co m p arativ e  id io cy  o f  th e  
Middle A g e s  lies a t  th e  d o or o f  th a t  H o ly  H om an  
C h u rch , and h u m an ity  has a  lo n g  sco re  a g a in st i t  w ith
out any offset. B u t  th a t  th e  v ario u s P r o te s ta n t  se cts  
partially le a r n t  th e  h ab it o f  to le ra n ce  w hile effectin g  
their ow n em an cip atio n  from  h er th rald o m , h e r  sh rift 
would be as  sh o r t, sh a rp , and d ecisive, as  sh e — w hen she 
was in pow er— used to  allow  to  m alco n ten ts  and  
heretics. H e r  m a ssa cre  o f  S t  B arth o lo m ew — h e r in
quisition— h e r ra ck s  and stak es— h er auto da f e 's ,  a re  
not y e t o b lite ra ted  from  th e  m em ory o f  E u ro p e  ; v e t she 
actually is n o t ash am ed  to  beg alm s from  th o se  w hose  
a n cesto rs  b u t a  few  g en e ra tio n s  sin ce , sh e  d elib erately  
to rtu red  and b u rn t a live  ! B y  a ll m ean s le t  us live  
peaceably and a m icab ly  and o rd e rly  to g e th e r. L e t  b y
gones be  b ygon es. B u t  w hen she sen d s us c ircu la rs  for 
subscriptions to  enab le h e r  to  op p ose th e  G o vern m en t  
■by w hich sh e  is p ro te cte d , and to  fo m en t tre a so n , she 
proves th a t h e r  co n scie n ce  is  as  b lu n t, and h e r  head as  
weak, as  h e r  h e a r t  w as alw ay s hard ; th a t  she w an ts  
only th è  p o w er to  do to  u s  a n d  o u r  ch ild ren , as  sh e  did 
to ou r fath ers  ; an d  w e shojild a t  le a s t  l e t  h e r  know  
th a t if  we can  fo rg iv e , w e c a n n o t a lto g e th e r  fo rg et.

W e  have n o t  to  go to  P ru s s ia  to  find th a t th e  H oly  
Rom an C h u rch  h a s  n o t le a rn t wisdom b y exp erien ce . 
She p reach es a n d  p ra c tic e s  h ere , as  o p en  treaso n  to  the  
S ta te  as she d o es t h e r e ;  b u t ou r B ism ark  m u s t be pub
lic opinion. ' S h e  s te a ls  o u r  ch ild ren , she m ultiplies ou r

Cer cen tag e  o f  crim in als , sh e  m ain tain s th e  ig n o ran ce  o f  
er p a r t  o f  th e  p o p u latio n , and sh e  o b stru cts  th e  edu

cation  o f  th e  re s t . A n d , th e n  sh e  h as th e  effron tery  to  
•affirm th a t  sh e  is p e rse cu te d . V erily  ! s h e  should  
b etter know w h a t p e rse cu tio n  rea lly  i s !  O u r  ed u ca
tional sy stem  is  oue o f  th e  b e s t  fe a tu re s  in o u r  G o v ern 
m en t, as  i t  te n d s  to  m o ralise  th e  people, o r places thorn 
in an ad v an tag eo u s p o sitio n  fo r  learn in g  m o rality . ,T h e  
opposition o f  th e  H o ly  R o m a n  C h u rch  to  th a t  system  is 
n o t only tre a so n  to  th e  S ta te , b u t i t  dem oralises tb e  
people ; and h e r  la r g e r  p e r  ce n ta g e  o f  o u r  crim in als is 
•only p n rt o f  th e  proof. S h e  ca lls  i t  p ersecu tio n , if  we 
im prove h e r  peop le b ecau se  sh e  will n o t, a n d  save her 
from  th e  d isg race  o f  ad d in g fifty  p er c e n t  m ore to  ou r  

•criminal c la ss  th a n  is  co n trib u te d  by o th e r se cts . B u t  
« h e  is su re ly  in h e r  d o tag e  now . I f  fo rm erly  Bhe killed

th e  prop hets, she is now  bu ild in g only h e r  ottm sep u l
ch re  !

T he H o ly  R om an  C h u rch  is th e  m ost blindly eg o tis tic  
and in to leran t o f  a l l ; b u t she is n o t alone, n o r a r e  o th ers  
far behind her. F o r  all relig ion s a r e  essen tially  if  n o t  
equally in toleran t. A  rea l re lig io n ist con ceiv es th a t ho  
is called upon to  do God'B business for him  ; because  
G od— if he be n o t in co m p eten t to  do i t  for him self—  
certain ly  n eg lects  i t  e n tire ly . I n  fa c t God is on ly  a  fic
tion  ad o p ted  by re lig io n ists  to  evade th e  c h a rg e  o f  
egolism , and to  ju stify  th e ir  boundless in to leran ce . 
H e re  in M elb ou rn e— th o se  who desire to  u se  public  
lib raries on th e  day o f  th e  week w hen th e y  w ould be o f  
m ost value to  pu blic m o rality — a re  actu ally  prevented  
from  doing so bv th e  in to leran ce— n o t o f  R om an  C ath o 
lics , b u t— o f  o th e r  re lig io u s people, who w ould be h o r
rified a t  an y  proposal to  exclu d e  them  from  th e ir  places  
o f Sunday am u sem en t. I t  offends th em  to  see  anyone  
even try in g  to  im prove him self in an y  w ay b u t th eirs. 
Y e t  each se c t  is o f  co u rse  in a  sm aller m inority co m 
pared w ith all th e  o th ers, to  w hich i t  is  sim ilarly  m ore  
o r less offensive ; b u t i t  n ev er o ccu rs  to  them  th a t  i f  th e  
like in to leran ce  w ere  applied- to  them , th e ir  own 
ch u rch  d oors w ould be lo ck ed  in  th i i r  faces. T h at, 
how ever, it has never been p ro p o sed ^ to  do— e x c e p t by 
o th e r  se c ts  o f religionists. F o r  n o n -relig io n ist m eans  
n o n -in to le ra n t; and peop le who devote  th em selves to  
th e  p ractical im p rovem en t o f  them selves and o th ers, a re  
essen tially  to le ra n t,— n o t only o f  opinions o f  which th ey  
w holly disap prove, b u t even o f  such as th e y  clearly  dis
c e rn  to  be o f  d ire c tly  im m oral ten d en cy .

F o r  a  fa lse  opinion can  on ly  be prop erly  ascertain ed  
to  be false by in vestig ation  and discussion, and a  'tru e  
one can  only be proved to  be tru e — by e x p erien ce  o f tb e  
co n s ta n t im possibility o f  proving i t  false. I t  is, th e re 
fore, o f  m ore im p o rtan ce  to  discu ss freely a ll  opinions, 
th a n  to  hold even tr u e  ones u n te s te d ; and to le ra n ce  of 
free  discussion o f  all opinions is indispensable to  distin
guish th o  tr u e  from  th e  false. T h e  to le ra tio n is t is thus  
b oun d to  to le ra te  even th e  in to le ra n t ; and h en ce tb e  
slow ness o f  th e  p ro g ress  o f  th e  prin ciple o f  to leration , 
w hich can  gain  w ay on ly  by th e  e x p e rie n ce  by th e  in 
to le ra n t o f  tb e  evils o f  in toleran ce . U n fo rtu n ate ly , 
th erefo re , fo r  th e  speedy p rog ress o f  good o rd e r  and  
m o rality , until th e  in to le ra n t learn  th e  evil re su lts  o f  
th e ir  own p rin ciple, th e  to le ra n t a r e  m uch a t  th e ir  
m ercy . E v e ry  re lig io n ist (co n ceiv in g  him self to  possess  
t h e  tr u th  beyond discussion o r  te s t)  feels bound to  be 
in to le ra n t ;— to  th ru s t his assu m ed  tru th  dow n th e  
th r o a t  o f  ev e ry b o d y ;— to  e x e c u te  w h atever h e  fa n c ie s  
is th e  will o f  his G od. N o  relig ion ist, th erefo re , can  
co n sisten tly  be to le r a n t ;  and h en ce every  relig ion  is in
to le ra n t and im m oral. N ev erth eless  i t  should be to le 
ra te d , in o rd er to  be u ltim ately  proved false . Tho  
variou s P r o te s ta n t se cts  have com prom ised m a tte rs  so 
far as  to  to le ra te  each oth er, becau se e x p erien ce  has 
proved to  th em  th a t  each  o f  th em  is to o  weak to  se cu re  
a n y  lib e rty  un less by th e  m u tu al con cession  o f  i t  by all. 
B u t th e y  have n o t  y e t  learned to le ra tio n  as  a  g en era l  
p rin cip le , and e a ch  w ould— h ad it  pow er— be as  in tole
ra n t to  every  o th e r, as  ev ery  d o m in an t relig ion  alw ays  
has been. H e n ce  a ll th e  se cts  m ake com m on cau se  
ag ain st th e  non r e lig io n is t ; he b ein g  to le ra n t a n d  pas
sive, w hile th e y  a r e  in to le ra n t and agg ressive. T h ey  
ca n n o t b u t f e e l  th a t  w hile only  to lera ted , th ey  can  never  
becom e d o m in a n t; and h eu ce th ey  a r e  enem ies o f  g e n e 
ral to le ra tio n  ; o r  o f  m ore th a n  th a t  by w hich each  
m ain tain s i ts  ex is te n ce  T h ey  a re  all in to leran t of th e  
sim ple to le ra tio n is t who is a n ti-re lig io u s ; an d  th ey  
w ould p ersecu te  him  as th e  com m on enem y o f a ll re li
gion— could th ey  do so w ith o u t jeo p ard isin g  th e ir  ow n  
ti tle  to  to lera tio n . M ean tim e p a rtia l to le ra tio n  e n su res  
th e  sp read  o f  know ledge and com m on sense, even am ong  
th e  se cts— m em bers o f  w hich a r e  th u s  co n tin u ally  
b ro u g h t to  863 th e  su p erio r  ad v an tag es  o f  to le ra tio n , 
and th e  essen tial in to leran ce  o f  ev ery  relig ion . T h ey  
would op en ly  seced e in  fa r  g r e a te r  n u m b ers , b u t fo r  th e  
modified p ersecu tio n  w hich th e  se cts , having co m p acted  
n o t to  p ractise  as  a g a in s t e a ch  o th e r, a re  alw ays read y  to  
visit up on th e  g e n e ra l to le ra tio n is t as  th e  n a tu r a l enem y  
o f every  p a rticu la r  religion .

P e rse cu tio n  fo rm erly  m e a n t, co n fiscatio n , to r tu re , and
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death . I t  now meann lean o f  civil th an  social disab ility ; 
but th e  stru g g le  for existen ce is so m u ch  m ore severe
than o f  old, th a t every disadvantage becom es a  serious  
one. U n til lately  a  non-religionist had no stand in g in a  
law co u rt, and has but a  very p recarious one now. H e  
has th u s a t  best b u t a doubtful secu rity  a g a in st d ep re
d a tio n : and o f  th is, advantage is often  tak en  by reli
gionists, who can frequently, th erefore, s lan d er and rob  
him with im punity. Even those who valuo his friend
ship prefer to  pass him by w ithout being seen to  reco g 
nise him, and his house and family a re  shunned as an  
unclean thing. B u t  th e  tu rn in g  p oin t is near. T he  
la te  ballot a t  th e  Athem eum  on th e  Sunday question has 
shown th at though th e  really  to leran t a re  co n te n t to  
mind th eir ow n business, and never a c t  on th e  offensive, 
and though th e  absolute non-religionists m ay  be still in 
a  considerable m inority, y e t  th e ir  principles have so 

'  spread and modified th e  views o f  m any who have n o t  
y e t openly seceded from  th e  se cts , th a t on a question o f  
to leration , a t  any ra te , a  very  even vo te  can be secu red . 
This speaks volum es for th e  e x te n t and acceleratin g  
rapidity o f th e  change which is certain ly  tak in g  p lace  in 
public opinion.

T h e  action  o f  the Sabbatarians in M elb ourne is vastly  
different from th at o f th e  Inquisition in Spain, o f th e  
bloody M ary and Elizabeth in En glan d ; and o f  M oh am 
medanism and th e  H oly R om an C hu rch  w herever they 
have pow er. B u t i t  exhibits precisely th e  sam e in toler
a n t principle and dog-in-the-m anger sp irit. 5 3 0  p er
sons who use unm olested th e ir  places o f  Sunday am u se
m ent, preven t 4 0 0  others from using th a t which they 
prefer. T he proportions o f  th ose who desire to  visit 
th e  Pu blic L ib rary  on Sunday and to  in terfere  w ith no  
on e else ; and o f  th ose— who— while possessing w ithout 
hindrance, th e  privilege o f  visiting th e  p lace which they 
choose— preven t others, by th eir in to leran t in terferen ce, 
from  using the Public L ib rary , M useu m , A c.,— have n o t  
been tested . T hey m ay be m ore o r  less. B u t  i t  is evi
den tly  m ore th an  a  m ere question o f  to leran ce  and in 
to leran ce. T he m oral responsibility is also  involved, for 
all th e  evil into which th ose persons fall, who a re  th u s  
excluded from places where th ey  m ight be o u t o f  h arm ’s 
w ay. T he Sabbatarians can n o t divest them selves o f  the  
responsibility which they thus assu m e, unless th ey  re-lay  
it upon those— whose it really is and should be. T hose  
Sabbatarians, who a re  n o t entirely  blinded by sectarian 
ism, and who desire to  be conscientious, should recogn ise  
th is very grave responsibility as n o t th e irs  ; as well as 
th e  in toleran ce involved in depriving o th ers  o f  a  p rivi
lege— th e equ ivalent o f which th ey  them selves en joy u n 
disturbed.

A lthou gh th e  local Sab batarian  in toleran ce  is p e r
fectly  identical in principle w ith th e  p ersecu tio n  which  
culm inated long since in th e  m assacre o f S t . B a rth o 
lomew, and only Jack s op portu nity  to  develope to  th e  
sam e proportions ; i t  is o f cou rse  a  m ore trifle com pared  
with th e  te rrib le  pains and penalties— th e to rtu re s  and  
deaths actu ally  endured b y th e  th ousan ds o f  m a rty rs  in 
th e  cau se o f to leran ce , w hose nam es even have n o t com e  
down to  us, b u t “ by whose stripes we a re  healed . ” W e , 
who, by th eir sufferings, live in less try in g  tim es! 
should n o t fo rg et o r  despise th eir labours, o r  leave the  
com pletion o f  th em  en tirely  to  th e  ch a p te r  o f  acciden ts. 
I  think th a t th e  least each o f  us can do is to  endeavour  
to exp ed ite  th e  grow th o f  th a t  public opinion which is 
gradu ally em ancipating th e  world from  th e  thraldom  o f  
su p erstition  Indeed w e have b u t to  exercise  th e  
lib erty  which has been achieved for us bv th e  devotion  
o f such m en as B ru n o , V anini, G alileo, S erv etu s  E llio t  
L eig h to n , L ilb u rn e, P ry n n e, and thousands o f  o th ers. ’

L e t  us now do th is by clearly  distinguishing betw een  
tru e  and spurious in toleran ce and p ersecu tio n  P erse  
cu tio n  is activ e p ersisten t in to le ra n ce ; and in toleran ce  
is th e  denying to  othere privileges we enjoy, o r claim ing  
m ore th a n  w e a re  willing to  concede to  o th ers. N o  
religious m arty rs  who die for any dogm a a re  w o rth y  to  
be com p ared  w ith th e  m en I  have j u s t  nam ed who 
suffered fo r  g en eral tru th  and to leran ce  sak e, which th e y  
claim ed fo r  o th ers as well as for them selves. N o t  for  
an y  p a rt ic u la r  assum ed  tru th , b u t fo r  freed o m  o f  discussion, 
w h ereb y an y  rea l tru th  has th e  b est ch an ce  o f  being  
discovered  and established. T h eir p ersecu to rs assum ed

rig h ts  and privileges w hich th e y  to ok  from  others. I f  
relig iou s people have suffered, th e y  alw ays, when they 
had th e  ch an ce , p e rse cu te d  in  r e tu r n , as  th e ir  principles 
bound th em  to  do. T h ese  P ru ssia n  H o ly  Roman 
C le rg y  a re  m a lco n te n t tr a ito r s  to  th e ir  co u n try . Richard  
C arlile  and G . J .  H o ly o a k e  w ere  g en u in e  sufferers for 
lib e rty  and to le ra n ce . I t  is  o u r  lo ca l Sabbatarians that 
a re  in to le ra n t and p e rse cu te  as  f a r  as  th e y  ca n . T he«  
enjoy w h at th e y  g ru d g e  to  o th e rs . O u r  lo ca l Holy 
R o m an ists  a re  as  m a lco n te n t and im m o ral as their 
P ru ssian  b ro th ers, and th e  co m p lain t o f  persecution is 
w holly false in both cases. T h e y  a r e  refu sed  nothing  
which oth ers have, b u t th e y  in sist on  h av in g th e  privilege 
o f dem oralisin g so cie ty . A n d  w hile w e a re  bound to 
to le ra te  them , w e m u st n o t fo r  th e ir  sakes, be in toleran t 
to  o th ers, o r  suffer them  to  be so. T h e ir  dem oralisation  
o f th e  people in o b stru ctin g  ed u ca tio n , and as  proved by 
th eir  enorm ous p e r  cen ta ge  in  the p ro p o rtio n  o f  crime 
m u st be p reven ted .

F o r  th e  r e s t ,— n o n -relig ion ists  sh ou ld  shew  by their  
lives th a t  th e ir  m o ra lity  is— as  i t  o u g h t to  be— really  
su p erio r to  th a t  o f any re lig io n is ts ; and th e y  will soon 
find th a t th e y  c a n  live dow n th e  u n ch aritab le  prejudices 
a g a in st th em  in th e  m inds o f  th e ir  n eigh b ou rs. T he reli
g iou s laity  a re  n o ln o w ig n o ra n to f  all b u t w h at th eirpriests  
think it  p ru d en t to  te ll th e m . T h e y  c a n n o t but be 
ta u g h t and m oralised b y co m m e rce , b u sin ess, literatu re, 
railw ay s, te leg rap h s, and th e  co m p e titio n  o f  so ciety ; and 
ig n o ran ce , in dolence, and in to le ra n ce , a r e  now  generally  
a t  a  d iscou n t. M o ra lity  is g ro w in g  in to  h ig h er estim a
tion  th a n  relig ion , th o u g h  i t  is  n o t  y e t  c le a rly  under
stood th a t  th e y  a re  n e ce ssa rily  in in v erse  p rop ortion s—  
being really  and rad ically  a n ta g o n is tic— to  each  other. 
T be soon er th is is c le a rly  u n d ersto o d , th e  b e tte r .

C O N C L U D I N G  S E A N C E S  O F  T H E  E N E R G E T I C  
C I R C L E .

D e a r  H a r b i n g e r ,— O u r w ell-k now n C ircle  held its 
la s t  s ittin g  u n d er its  te rm  o f  office— five y e a rs — on Su n 
day evening, th e  1 7 th  in sta n t. T h e r e  w as eleven m em 
b ers p re se n t, th e  o th ers  h av in g le f t  S a n d h u rst for the 
sea  bathin g a few  w eeks ago . T h e  sean ces  of th e  past 
m onth have, for th e  m ost p a r t , b een  b u t a  rep etition  o f  
th o se-o f th e  previous o n e ; th e  p rin cip al ch an g e  being 
th e  s tro n g  efforts m ad e by th e  co n tro llin g  sp irits  to  m a
teria lise  th e  ̂ se lv es  plain enough to  be reco gn ised  by 
us, and , a t  th e  sam e tim e, to  show  u s  th e  m edium . I  re 
g r e t  to  say  in th is  th ey  have been b u t p artia lly  successful. 
Several d rap ed  figures have been seen  by all th e  members 
while th e  m edium  w as visible, b u t no fe a tu re s . I t  becam e 
evid en t to  u s  th a t  th e  m edial p o w er o f o u r  m edium  was 
n o t g r e a t  enough to  allow  o f  th is  b ein g  done w ithin the 
period for which th e  c ircle  w as f o r m e d ; an d , as  y o u  can  
g u ess , th e  kn ow ledge o f  th is  f a c t  w as a  grievo u s dis
ap p o in tm en t to  us. C e rta in ly , on  S u n d ay  evening, 
w hile o th ers  only saw  th e  o u tlin es  o f  a  fa ce , I  saw  one 
qu ite plainly. I t  w as th e  face  o f  a  li ttle  w om an, seated  
on  a  ch air in fro n t o f  th e  ca b in e t, w ith  th e  en tran ced  
m edium  stan d in g  besid e h e r, hold in g K in g ’s L ig h t up to  
i t  th a t  i t  m ig h t be seen . I  saw  i t  tw ice , for n early  a 
m in u te, and th en  i t  faded aw ay  b efo re  m e. T h ere was 
a  w h ite  hood-like d ress  on  th e  h ead , th e  ey e s  open and 
d ark , nose s tra ig h t, face  sm all, and co m p lexio n  th a t  o f  
a  corp se. I  exp ressed  an  opinioh th a t  i t  w as th e  same 
face which I  h ad  la te ly  h ad m y h an d d raw n  o v er, and  
A lfred  L o n g m o re , who w as th e n  co n tro llin g  th e  m e
dium  said I  w as qu ite r ig h t, a n d  th a t  i t  w as his wife 
E liza  w hose face  I  had seen . I t  w as a  m a tte r  o f  deep 
re g re t  to  m e th a t  m o re  did n o t see  it . H e r  hand was 
sub seq uently p laced  in m in e, a n d  I  f e lt  a  r in g  on  one of 
th e  fingers o f  it . K in g  ad d ressed  u s  on  F r id a y  even 
ing, u rg in g  us to  keep ou rselv es b y  o u rse lv e s , th a t  he 
w ould w a n t m an y o f  us b efore lo n g , th a t  a  seco n d  m e
dium w ould ca ll on  th e  ch airm an  w ith in  th e  n e x t  four 
m on th s, w h o, if  b ro u g h t to  s i t  w ith th e ir  p re se n t one, 
th e y  w ould have all th e  m an ifestatio n s th a t  th e  m o st ad
v an ced  c irc le  h av e  e v er had . R e s p e c tin g  th e  tw o  sealed  
p ack ag es , K in g  said  th e y  w ere  in  th e  cu sto d y  o f the  
sp irit G e o rg e  A b ell, who w as “  n o t  a  m an  to  b reak  his 
w ord”  B u t  th ey  w ould n o t  be b ro u g h t a t  p resen t. O n e  
who w as co n n ected  w ith o n e  o f  th e m  had go n e a  jo u r -
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nev b u t be w ould soon re tu rn , and th e  ch airm an  would 
receive th em  a t  his ow n p lace . I ,  th in k in g  th a t  th e  
“ gentlem an who h ad  g o n e  on  a  jo u rn e y ” m u st re fe r  to  
M r. J -  C-> 8aid “ Y e 8 ' bufc be w o n ,t lik ely  re tu rn  for  
some y e a rs ,"  w hen K in g  said , “ Y o u  a r e  w ron g.” I t  
was, th erefo re , som eon e e lse  h e  referred  to , b u t ’ who I  
dont know , as  I  am  u n a w a re  o f  th e  nam es o f  th e  six  
M elbourne g e n tlem en  who g o t  u p  on e o f  th e  pack ets. 
I  m ay add , for th e ir  in fo rm atio n , th a t  a t  th e  clo se  o f  
th e  seance on  F r id a y  even ing , as  a n  a c t  o f ju s tic e  to  the  
medium, I  req u ested  him  to  ta k e  a  solem n oath  th at  
from th e  n ig h t on w h ich  th e  aforesaid  sealed pack ets  
w ere a b s tra c te d  from  his p o ck e t w hile in a s ta te  o f  
tran ce in th e  C ircle -ro o m , som e tw o y e a rs  ago , he knew  
nothing o f  th em . H e  ch eerfu lly  com plied , an d  as  all 
the c ircle  a r e  sw orn  n o t  to  deceive th em selves, o r  th e ir  
fellow cre a tu re s  as  to  w h a t happens in th e  c ircle , th e  
m atter o f  th e  p a ck e ts  m u s t rem ain  a m y ste ry  to  th em , 
aB well as to  th e  ow n ers o f  th em , u n til th e  sp irits  choose  
to unravel it, i f  th e y  e v e r  do so. A t  ou r la s t sean ce , on 
Sunday n ig h t, th e  sp irits  e a ch  to ok  an  affectio n ate  fa re 
well o f us a ll, te llin g  us w e had all a n  in te re s t in th e  
life beyond th e  g ra v e , a n d  u rg in g  us to  live as  becam e  
men and w om en, i f  w e w ould be hap py h e re  and h e re 
after. I  delivered a  s h o r t  add ress to  tlie  C ircle , recallin g  
to th eir m em ories th e  d ifferen t phases o f  th e  S p iritu al 
phenomena w h ich  w e h ad sin ce  w e firs t s a t  proved to  be 
tru e ; and s ta tin g  th a t  th o u g h  w e had n o t been ab le  to  
obtain th e  m o re  ad v an ced  m aterialisation s, w e had had 
sufficient even o f  th em  to  d em o n stra te  to  u s  th a t  with  
g reater m edial p o w er w e w ould h av e  g o t  th em  also , and  
th a t th a t  w as th e  sole  ca u se  o f  o u r  n o t being ab le  to  
succeed b e tte r . T h e  c irc le  un anim ou sly  d eclared  th e ir  
confidence and re s p e c t fo r  th e  m ed iu m , and all shook  
hands w ith him  a t  th e  c lo se . V o te s  o f th a n k s  w ere  p as
sed to  th e  tw o C h airm en , th e  M o th e r  o f  th e  C ircle , th e  
medium, an d  th e  O rg a n is t, fo r  th e ir  kind serv ices ; and  
after th e  la t te r  had played  “  V ita l S p a rk !”  on th e  organ , 
th e  E n e r g e t i c  C i r c l e  ad jou rn ed  s in e  die.

T H E  C H A I R M A N .
San dh urst, 1 9 th  D e c .,  1 8 7 6 .

[ P  S .— So m e tim e  soon I  m ay  h av e  som e th ou g h ts  
to express th ro u g h  y o u r  colu m n s on  th e  s tra n g e  y e t  
wonderful p h enom en a w h ich  I  have from  tim e  to  tim e  
recorded in th e  H a r b in g e r .  T h e  C irc le  a r e  fu lly  sen 
sible o f  y o u r  k ind ness in p u b lish in g it . I  wish you  
and yo u r read ers  a  M e r ry  C h ristm as an d  a  H a p p y  N ew  
Y e a r. A t  th e  c lo se  o f  o u r  five y e a rs ’ in v estig atio n  I  
m ay add th a t  M ed iu m  a n d  all o f  us a re  in  ro b u st h ealth . 
W e  sa t tw ice  a  w eek  re g u la rly , I  n ev er b ein g  on ce  ab sen t  
from m y p o st, n o r  has th e  m edium  e x c e p t  on  tw o  o cca 
sions, from  tem p o rary  illness.]

M O D E R N  T H O U G H T .

I n considering S p iritu alism  as  a  R elig io n , w e w ere forced  
to  review  briefly , th e  a sp e cts  o f  th e  M o d ern  L ife  in 
which i t  m oves, a n d  fro m  w hich i t  rece iv es  so m uch  
taint, and o b stru ctio n , a n d  in  e s tim atin g  i ts  p lace  as  a  
philosophy, w e a r e  in lik e  m a n n /r  n a tu ra lly  b ro u g h t in 
co n ta ct with th e  M o d ern  T h o u g h t in  w hich i t  is e x 
pressed, by w h ich  i t  is  influenced, and in  w hich i t  m u st 
find a  frien d , a n  ally , o r  a n  enem y. B u t  'to  o b tain  a 
com plete view  o f  th e  in te lle c tu a l con d ition  o f  m ankind  
in th e  p resen t, to  m e asu re  i ts  prom ises and perform an ces  
w ith th o se  o f  th e  P a s t ;  to  define th e  n a tu re , e x te n t , and  
im portan ce o f  its  v ario u s ten d en cies, an d  to  accu ra te ly  
determ in e th e ir  p erm an en ce , value, and re la tio n s  to  one  
another, and to  th e  F u tu r e ,  is  a  task  o f  g ig a n tic  p ro p o r  
tions, and in co n ceiv ab le  co m p lexity . I n  com parison  
with th e  h isto rian ’s  ou tlo ok  i t  is  as  i f  o n e  who in th e  
very  c e n tr e  o£ .a  h a rd  fo u g h t field, w h ere  h e  is p erhap s  
him self a  co m b atan t, a n d  su rro u n d ed  b y  th e  sm oke and  
noise o f  th e  con flict, should e n d eav o r to  d escrib e the' 
d eterm in ation  o f  each  p a rticu la r  o n se t, to g e th e r  w ith a  
forecast o f  th e  f u tu re  o f  th e  w hole. A  dispassionate  
verd ict can  sca rc e ly  be ob tain ed  w hen th e  prejudices  
to  be d iscern ed  a r e  th o se  w h ich  w ill be in m o st activ e  
op eration , n o t  on ly  a ro u n d , b u t  prob ably w ithin h i m ; 
th e  delusions o f  th e  h o u r, am o n g  th e  m o st n ecessary  
foes o f  a  fa ith fu l w itn ess, a r e  th e  v e ry  on es ho is  m o st  
likely to  p ossess, o r  d is re g a rd ;  am on g th e  discords o f

C:y , in som e d eg ree  assu red ly , a  p artizan  ; th e  living  
y o f  th e  tim es, overflow ing w ith  e n e rg e tic  m otion, 

and w ith chan gefu l fea tu res  o f  passion, te rrify in g  o r  
subduing th e  soul, is a  fa r  d ifferen t ob ject to  th a t  p e tri
faction  which th e  h istorian  o f  th é  com in g d a y s  will dis
cover, and in th e  q u ietu de o f  his s tu d y  an atom ise, in 
th e  scales o f  a  th e n  un p reju d iced  ju d g m en t. T h e  only  
safety  in such a search  will be, in th e  rig id  ad h eren ce  
to  fa cts  as  in terp reted  by th e  estab lish ed  principles o f  
rep eated  exp erien ce  ; w hile above all th in g s w e m u st 
dread n arrow n ess o f  view , and insufficiency o f  D a ta , w e  
m u st also

“  I m a g i n a t i o n ' s  a i r y  w i n g  r e p r e s s "  

and p refer b arren n ess o f  con clu sion , to  e r ro r  o f  s ta te 
m en t, how ever tem p tin g  its  fallaciou s gen eralisation s  
m ay app ear.

A  sw eeping assertio n  is often  based upon a  cu rso ry  
glan ce , b u t in a  unanim ous v e rd ic t tru th  in som e shape  
o r o th e r  is su re to  e x is t  ; and as  th e  p resen t ce n tu ry  
h as determ in ed ly d eclared  itse lf  th e  A g e  o f  S cien ce , we 
m ay be p rep ared  to  find th a t  im p o rta n t fa c to r , th e  m ost  
p erm an en t in th e  p erio d . B u t  in su ch  a  s ta te m e n t we 
m u st p rem ise th a t  th e re  is a t  on ce  a p p a re n t a  ce rta in  as 
sum ption which will be co n tin u ally  re cjirrin g  in som e 
form  o r o th e r  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o n t e x t  ln d th is briefly  
is, th a t  in a  p eru sal o f th e  lives and th o u g h ts  o f  m en, 
all ra ce s  e x ce p t th e  C au casian  a r e  ta c it ly  om itted , and  
a  nu m erically  u n im p o rtan t, lo ca ly  lim ited , and h isto ri
cally re ce n t P arv en u  F am ily  B truts in th e  pu rp le  o f  self- 
co m p lacen t ro y a lty , and signs itse lf  in  m an y foolish  
d ocu m en ts “ m ankind.” F o rg e t tin g  fo r  th e  tim e being  
th e  o u tly in g  tr a c ts  o f  A sia , A frica , a  la rg e  p o rtio n  d t  
A m erica , and O cean ica , an d  d irectin g  o u r  a tte n tio n  to  
th e  doings o f  th e  n oisier n atio n  th a t  in h ab its th e  n arrow  
line ab o u t th e  A tla n tic  basin , w e shall find ou rselves r e 
s tr ic te d  still fu r th e r  to  a  few  d ots, o r  social ce n tre s ,  
w hose un ited  pow ers prod u ce som e few  sco re  stu d en ts  
an d  th in k ers, m agnificen tly  ad d ressed  as  “ T h e  In te lle c 
tu al w o rld "; o f  whom  ag ain  selectin g  m o re  p articu larly  
th e  A n glo S axo n  elem en t, w e shall p roceed  upon ou r in 
vestigatio n  ch eered  by th e  hope tlia t th is M icrocosm  
will reveal th e  M acro co sm  o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t.

T h e  P r e s e n t  is  th e  p ro d u ct b i  all th e  P a s t , and is th e  
n e ce ssa ry , n a tu ra l, an d  harm onious resu lt o f  all its  a n 
te ce d e n ts  ; th e  existin g  s ta te  o f  th in g s is o n e  b p ilt up  
by m an y ce n tu rie s  o f  p reced en t life, a n d  its  forces a re  
th o se  o f  a  sim ilar ch a ra c te r— th e  progressive n a tu re  o f  
m an , slow ly m oulding th e  sp h ere th ro u gh  w hich it

Ïasses in to  a  c lo ser and m ore p e rfe ct re latio n  to  itself.
he long p en t-u p  pow ers which found th e ir  firs t e xp res

sion  in th e  F r e n c h  R evolu tion  w ith a  suddenness and  
fo rce  corresp o n d in g  to  th e ir  fo rm er rep ressio n , p ro 
lo n ged  th em selves in to  th is  ce n tu ry , w hen th e  political 
convulsions which p a rtly  cu lm in atin g in  1 8 4 8 , and still 
in m otion upon th e  C o n tin en t, found th e ir  p aralle l in  
th e  C h a rtis t R io ts  and R efo rm  B ills  o f  th e  M o th e r  
C o u n try . T h e  p o etica l b rillian cy o f  i ts  e a rly  years, 
w hen W o rd sw o rth  and C olerid ge, S h elley  and K e a ts ,  
S c o t t  a n d  B y ro n , c a s t  a n  E lizab etliian  g lo ry  ov er its  
li te ra tu re  faded aw ay, its  p lace w as supplied b y scien ce, 
and in th e  shadow  o f  th e  fo rm er in sp iratio n  F a r a d a y  
laid  th e  foun dation  o f  o u r  ph ysical advances b y th e  ex 
p erim en ts th a t  have led to  so m an y im p o rta n t discoveries, 
and th ro u gh  th e  Tabors o f  H elm h oltz , M axw ell, C rookes, 
T y n d all, S te w a rt, A n drew s, and B a r r e t t ,  have placed  
up on  a  s e cu re  basis th e  allied scien ces o f  C h em istry  and  
P h y sics . D u rin g  th e  sam e period G eology w as rescu ed  
from  its  fo rm e r  o b scu rity , and in th e  hands o f  L y e ll, 
Ph illips, M u rch iso n  and Sedgw ick, to o k  its  p lace  am ong  
its s is te r  stu d ies ; w hilst c lo sely  u n ited  to  i t  th e  im 
prov ed  in stru m en ts  and li te ra ry  abilities o f  th e  H e rs -  
ch el’8 A d am s, L e v e rr ie r ’, F lam m ario n , H u g g in s , and  
P r o c te r  gave A stro n o m y  a  w id er field a n d  a  m ore  
a c c u ra te  k n o w led g e  th a n  i t  h ad  e v er b efo re  a tta in e d  to .  
T h e  e ffect o f  th ese  n o ta b le  d iscov eries, and th e  ability  
o f  th e ir  exp o n en ts , b ro u g h t th em  b efo re  th e  p opu lar  
e y e , w h ich  an sw erin g  to  th e  a tt ra c tio n , p ro v ed  I ts e lf  a  
w illin g fo llo w er; o th e r  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  in q u iry  g lad ly  
ackn ow led ged th em selves su b se rv ie n t to  th e  new  chiefs, 
and th e  m ind s o f  a ll w ere  d ire c te d  m o re  im m ed iately  to  
th e  m an ifestatio n s o f  N a tu r e . H a ile d  by th e  scep tics  
w ith d eligh t, by th o se  w e a ry  w ith p rofitless m etap h ysical
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d iscu ssio n  with relief, and by th e  w avering with co n 
viction, th e  m aterialistic studies n o t only gained in 
stren gth  b u t in favor, doubly intensified when th e  im 
plicit relinnce in Scientific inquiry, and th e  deepening  
faith in Law , as opposed to M iracle , was carried  into  
B iology, in which V og t, H aeck el, H o o k er, H u x le y , and 
C arp en ter have gained a portion o f th e  renow n aw arded  
to  W allace , and still m ore especially to D arw in , a  n a tu 
ralist o f  such em inence as to  com p are favorably w ith th e  
g reatest nam es o f  th e  P ast. B ringing to  th e  form er 
conception new facts which placed m an also  as  a  link 
in the chain o f  P rogress, and dem on strating with a pa
tience, and G enius incom parable, th e  ideas o f develop
m ent, partially held by G o eth e and Von B a e r, th e  citi- 
dels of orthodoxy and R evelation  were assau lted upon 
every side, and a t th e  sam e m om ent A stron om y, in
clining m ore and m ore to  the nebula) hypothesis, and 
G eology in th e  union o f th e  V u lcan and th e  N ep tu n e, 
sects  tak ing up th e  ta le  and w itnessing to  th e  vast ages 
o f th e  B a rth , as well as to  progression o f  types during  
p ast E ra s , w as supplem ented by a  th eory so sim ple, and 
y e t bo m asterly  as  to  commend itself a t  on ce  to  th e  
g re a te s t th in k ers o f  th e  day, by whom M an, as  to  his 
physical fram e, was recognised as  th e  u ltim ate of th e  
anim al kingdom . Genesis th u s cast aside, and the  
whole o f revelation in directly im peached, a  g r e a te r  free 
dom o f th ou gh t than was ever known, sp ran g  up am ong  
all classes, and prepared th e  way for o th e r  doubts, as 
to  th e  genuineness o f th e  so-called inspired reco rd s, 
th eir historical derivation and th eir un supported o r un
reasonable dogmas.

A school o f th ought then arose which u n d er th e  nam e  
o f “ Positiveism " boldly discarded all know ledge but 
th a t o f Scien ce, and placed T heology, R evelation  and 
M etaphysics beyond tlie ran ge o f  hum an th ou g h t o r  in
te llect. I ts  founder, th e  distinguished A u gu ste  Com te, 
though eccen tric  in som e particu lars, was a m an o f  p ro 
found research, and extrao rd in ary  abilities, who did 
m uch to  advance the influence and prop agate th e  tru th s  
o f  Physical Science. In England a kindred school was 
born from th e  ashes o f  S cotch  M etaphysics, and the  
teachings o f  Ber.tham  and Ja m e s  M ill, enforced by th e  
Psychological w orks o f B ain, and M audsley, and th e  
w ritings o f Fred erick  H arriso n , Joh n  M orley, C on greve, 
and Lew es, found its lead er in th e  cultivated  in te llect o f  
J .  S M il l ; and th is division, though n o t qu ite  following  
C om te when he “ L ed  God to th e  fron tiers  o f th e  U n i
verse, and thanking him for his provisional services, dis
missed him with a  how” was y e t en tirely  a t  union with 
th e  ch a ra cte r  o f  his scientific views, and devoted to  th e  
stu d y of th e  problem s o f  L ife  and M ind from p u rely  e x 
perim ental sources. T o th ese nam es (n o t  noticed  
chronologically, but classified for convenience o f view ) 
m ust be added th ose o f  D eM organ , Je v o n s , L eck y , D r a 
per, and th e  Thom psons, staun ch follow ers o f  th e  new 
G ospel, which in a thousand w ays perm eated th e  m ental 
and social spheres o f  life ; with icon oclastic aim  sh a tte r  
ing th e  superstitions o f  previous ages, w ith firm hand  
collectin g the m aterials for fu tu re  grea tn ess , and adding  
to  th e  com fort and ability o f  m ankind, by th e  num erous  
m echanical contrivances which in every d ep artm en t of 
th e  D om estic, M ilitary, Com m ercial and A gricu ltu ral 
Econom ies, divided th e  present from th e  p ast by a  wide 
g u lf  o f  ex tern al progression.

B u t  th ese offices w ere disconnected , th e  full signifi
ca n ce  o f  th e  h eterogeneous labors o f  so m any detached  
w orkers, un perceived , and th e  crow ning glories o f  th e  
g re a t m ovem ent un gath ered , until edu cated  beneath  
th eir new and vigorous influence, tw o g re a t geniuses 
becam e th e  com plete expression o f th e  Scientific S p irit 
which hith erto  th ough forcible and fam ous, had been to a 
certain  e x te n t fragm en tary . T o th ese is du e th e  honor 
o f haying first discerned the tru e  im p o rt and th e  highest 
m eaning o f  th e  scien ce o f the nineteen th  ce n tu ry , which  
found its  H istorian  in Buckle, and its Philosopher in 
S p encer. T he “ H isto ry  o f  Civilisation”  is a m ighty T o rso , 
and like th e  ruin s o f  N ineveh, o r  C arn atic , seem s to  have 
been th e  w ork o f  an  in tellect T itan ic  in its  s tre n g th  and  
m ajesty . I t  w as a new rev o lt o f  m an ag ain st th e  Gods  
o i his n ecessities, and it  seem ed as if in te rro r  th ev  had 
slain  th e  heaven-scaler, whose peerless prow ess th re a t
en ed  to  unveil th e  inm ost san ctu aries and strongholds of

th e ir  pow er. I t  prom ised , lik e  a  n ew  B ab el, to  build 
th e  T em p le o f  K n o w led g e so h igh , th a t  h en cefo rth  no 
Deluge o f  Ig n o ra n ce , o r  B ig o try , c o u ld 's h a k e  th e  ele
vated ascen d en cy  o f  M an . I t  s tan d s  un iq ue in litera
tu re , like th e  Colossus o f  R h o d es, sp an n in g  th e  river of 
T im e, and w ith each  foot firm , th e  o n e  up on  th e  Spirit
ual, th e  o th e r  upon th e  m a te ria l U n iv erse , so th at we 
who cre e p  betw een th e m , seem  lik e  pigm ies o f  another  
kind, w hose un ited  e ffo rt cou ld  n e v e r  co n tin u e  th e  F fo -  
m ethian w ork w hich he b eg an .

“  T h e  u n f i n i s h e d  w i n d o w  o f  A l l a d i n ' s  T o w e r  
U n f i n i s h e d  m u s t  r e m a i n . "

Y e t  th e  Ph ilosoph er, as  a  p h ilo so p h er sh ou ld , includes 
th e  h istorian , and favored  by a  lo n g e r  life, h as  even sur
passed th e  ach iev m en ts o f  his y o u n g  com p eer. “ The 
S y stem  o f P h ilo so p h y "; o f  w hich th e  “  F i r s t  Prin ciples” 
and th e  “ P rin cip les  o f  B io lo g y ,”  a n d  “ P sy ch o lo g y " are  
alread y  p u b lish ed ; th e  “ S o cial S ta tic s ,” “ S tu d y  o f  So
cio logy ,” and E ssa y s  th a t  su p p o rt an d  exp o u n d  i t ; form, 
with th e  volum es now in p ro cess  o f  com p osition  upon 
“ S o cio lo g y " end “ M o ra lity ,” th e  g ra n d e st effort o f the 
H u m an  M ind to  com p reh en d  th e  kn ow n U n iverse. By  
th is  all con tem p orary  aim s a r e  red u ced  to  triv ialities. I t  
w as th e  work o f  which A ris to tle  d ream ed , B aco n  spoke, 
b u t only S p en cer has a tte m p te d  a n d  la rg e ly  achieved.
I t  co n tain s  th e  d iscoveries of all th e  w rite rs  w e have 
en u m erated , and based upon all p ro ceed in g  system s, 
tested  by th e  forem ost m odern  m eth o d s, exh ib its  a  sub
lim ity o f design, a  ra ren ess  o f  e x e cu tio n , a cath o licity  of 
co n cep tio n , and an  elev ation  o f  s ty le , and purpose, 
which ran k s i t  a t  o n ce  as  th e  w ork o f  a  W o r ld ’s T each er, 
th e  Crow n o f its A ge, a n d  o f  S cien tific  P h ilo so p h y, Such 
th e n  is an in co n sid erab le  sk e tch  o f  th e  M o d ern  Scientific 
School, and its  ch ie f  v o ta rie s , w ho th ou g h  differing 
la rg ely  am o n g  th em selves, as to  th e  m in u t®  o f th eir be
liefs, a re  so fa r  ag reed  th a t  K n o w led g e  is th e  only guide, 
and Scionce th e  only au tlio  r i ty  upon a ll problem s pre
sen ted  to  th e  M ind ; th a t  E x p e rim e n ta l and P h ysical in
vestigation  a r e  th e  g r e a te s t  aid s to  t r u th , th a t  th e  Uni
v erse  is red u cib le  to  p e rfe c t L aw , an d  th a t  all th a t ex
ists is  th e  p ro d u ct o f  d iscov erab le  a n te ce d e n ts . M uch  
is ig n ored , m uch else e n title d  u n w o rth y  of, o r  beyond  
proof, and th e  p rev alen t co n v ic tio n  c u r r e n t  is th a t in 
M a tte r  is prob ably “ A ll th o  p o ten cies  o f  L ife  and 
M in d.”  S p e n ce r , as  usual beyond his S ch ool, teach es th at 
th ese  a r e  th e  un kn ow ab les, w hile th e  g en era l conclu
sion holds, th a t  very  defin itely M a tte r  “ i s " ,  and th a t all 
o th e r nam es te s tify  th e  “  i s  n o t , "  o r  n on existen t. 
T h ere  is a  sm all body o f  m en — O rth o d o x  S cien tists—  
who th ough accep tin g  th e se  co n clu sio n s in g r e a t  part, 
y e t hold, m o re  o r  less, o th e r  d o ctrin e s  n o t qu ite in a c 
co rd an ce  with them  ; am o n g  whom  m ay be m entioned  
A gassiz, M iv art, O w en, W y v ille  T h om son , D aw son, and  
th e  D uke o f  A rg y le  ; w hile a  few m etap h ysician s linger 
ab o u t the sh rin es o f  th e  g r e a t  Id ealists , B e rk e le y , K a n t, 
H eg el, and F ich te , who n o tw ith stan d in g  th e ir  rem ark 
ab le  pow ers find few D iscip les u n to u ch ed  by th e  pre
vailing epidem ic o f  M a te ria listic  S cie n ce . I t  is here 
th a t w e g rad u ally  pass in to  th e  R e lig io u s  atm osphere,
which in th e  d ep artm en t o f  O rth o d o xy  is  b arren  o f  all
b u t a  few em in en t th in k ers , su ch  as  H a m ilto n , M anse!, 
S eeley , T ulloch  and P a rk e r , who d raw in g  m o re  o r  less 
assistan ce  from  th e  G erm an  sch ool, a re  y e t  conn ected  
w ith and expoun ded by th e  “ B ro ad  C h u rch ” , which 
in S tan ley , K in g sle y , M a u rice , and F .  W . Robertson, 
occu p ies a  p lace  am on g th e  cu ltiv a te d  and m o re  aristo
c ra tic  classes. T h e  ran k s o f  m ere  o rth o d o xy  a re  chiefly 
Btrong in th e  m o re  B u sin ess a n d  w ell-to -do section s o f  
so cie ty , w here th e  g re e n -g ro ce r  e le m e n t finds m uch sa t
isfaction  in th e  u tte ra n ce s  o f  M oo d y and S an k ey , while 
d rap ery  and th e  te a  and su g a r  in te re s ts , a re  represen ted  
by such how ling dervishes as  S p u rg eo n  and T alm adge — 
m en no d o u b t s in cere  in th e ir  v e ry  flesh and blood, black 
c o a t and p om atum , sa n ctity  ; o f  se rv ice  to  c e rta in  orders  
o f  m ind as  rep resen tin g  th e  h igh est S p iritu al L ife  they  
a r e  capab le o f ;  p rod u ctiv e  o f  som e ch aritab le  goodness 
m ixed w ith m uch self satisfactio n  ; h o t  to a s t  and th reats  
o f  fu tu re  conversion  in to  an  a r tic le  n o t  q u ite  as  n u triti
ou s, th ou g h  by a parallel p ro cess  o f  th e  m iserab le  sinners  
unbaptised in to  a  reco g n itio n  o f  th e  inspired origin  
o f th e  sm all scan d al o f Ju d sea , as  to  D avid a n d  bis 
con cu b in es, o r th e  still sm aller doings o f  th e  P o lyn esia
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M issionaries, w hose o b je cts  h av e  been well gummed up 
in  the exp ressive un ion o f  “  J e s u s  C h ris t and C ocoa  
N u t O il.” P o p u la r  C h ristian ity  as  to  its  contribution s  
to  M odern T h o u g h t is ce rta in ly  a  p itiab le sp e c ta c le , no 
longer fired b y th e  e lo q u en ce  o f  a  H o o k e r, o r  T aylo r, 
supported b y th e  p en o f  a M ilto n  o r  C hillingw orth, or  
lighted by th e  p resen ce  o f  a  S w ift o r  B a n y a n , sunk into  
a dismal o b scu rity  o f  te n th -ra te  tru m p ets, o r  scream in g  
penny w histles, p atro n ised  by a  blase d illetan ti, o r  a vul
gar fanaticism , co u n te n a n ce d  b y th e  selfish a n d .th e  
worldly, and cram m ed  on ly  b y ad v ertisem en t o f  “ S en
sations". R em oved  to  th e  very  op posite pole, s tan d s the  
only school o f  R elig io u s T h o u g h t, which in th e  fu tu re  
will be rem em b ered  o r  ad m ired  for its ta le n t and its  
uses. O f  a  p rim itive  sim p licity  and seriou sn ess o f  B e 
lief it stand s in th e  p u re  u tte ra n ce s  o f  th e  foun der of  
th eir R elig io n , w hich i t  seek s to  c le a rly  com prehend and  
faithfully obey. I t  is th e  sm allest, and p erh ap s th e  
m ost tru ly  sp iritu al, if  n o t  th e  m ost ab le  o f  th e  M o d em  
m o v em en ts ; its  au d ien ce th ough wide and adm iring, 
bound by th e  lu s tre  o f  th e  gen iu s a ttach ed  to  it , is to  
all in te n ts  and p u rp o ses  th e  m ost in sig n ifican t; its  
leaders th e  w o n d er an d  lau gh in g  sto ck  o f  th e  foolish and 
frivolous, a re  b u t th re e  in n u m b er, n u t th o se  th re e  of 
such su rp assin g  m e rit, a s  to  c r e a te  a  p o w er alm ost 
as form idable as  th a t  o f  S cien ce , and one o f  th e  g re a te s t  
in the cau se o f  T ru th  a n d  R ig h t. B y  w ay o f d istin ction  
it m ay be te rm e d  th o  “  A d van ced  R elig iou s Sch ool,” for 
its c h a ra cte ris tics  a r e , that, in stead  of, as  S cien ce  is e n 
deavoring to  do, c o n c e n tra tin g  its  a tte n tio n  up on th e  
o u ter U n iv erse , i t  ap p eals to  th a t  w ithin, w h ilst Scien ce  
dim inishes M a n 's  im p o rta n ce  to  an  infinitessim al q u an 
tity , in th e  v astn ess  o f  crea tio n , th is  e x a lts  it* as  tho key  
to and end o f  a l l ; w h ilst S cien ce , dealing on ly  w ith  
principles o f  a sce rta in e d  ac tio n , c ru sh es  th e  individual, 
and m easu res on ly  th e  m ass, th is  again  re scu e s  th e  p er
sonality and stu d ies  th e  m ass th ro u g h  i t ;  as th e  first 
draws its s tr e n g th  from  e x p e rim e n t, th e  seco n d  dwells 
upon h is to ry ; th e  firs t aw ak en s th o u g h t, th o  seco n d  calls  
for actio n  ; w hile th e  o n e  th ro u g h  its  in te lle c t d issects  
N atu re , th e  o th e r  th ro u g h  its  affections w orships God.

T he e a rlie s t o f  th is  in sp ired  Sch ool, Thom as C arlyle , 
has gained for h im self a  resp ectfu l h earin g , well deserved  
and well w on, by his long lab ors in th e  field o f  H isto ry , 
in which he w as th e  first to  c a s t  asid e th e  superficial 
system  o f his p red ecesso rs , an d  p lun gin g in to  th e  very  
core o f  p ast tim es, p resen ted  th em  to  th e  w orld , n o t  
tricked o u t  in his ow n th e a tr ica l p ro p erties , n o r  y e t  e le 
gan tly  em balm ed, b u t w ith living, b reath in g , m oving, 
men and w om en, in a  w orld as  i t  on ce  w as, w ith all its  
passions, e r ro rs , hopes, and m an n ers, as  faith fu lly de
picted  as  if  H o g a rth  o r  "VVilkie had sk etch ed  th em  in 
th e  ev ery  in sta n t, an d  in cid en t, o f  th e ir  ca re e rs . A  
H istorian  c a n n o t b u t be a  m o ralist, and C a rly le  is  one  
o f th e  fin est, po ssessed  o f  th e  k e e n e st in sig h t, and 
m arvellous b read th  o f  ap p reciatio n , he is  also  g ifted  with 
g re a t in sig h t, and a  pow er o f  th o u g h t th a t ren d ers him  
a D elphic m y sterio u s o ra c le , to  w hom  th e  p ro u d est 
listen. T o  a  still sm a lle r  au d ien ce did E ssa y s  w ritten  
in th e  in te rv a ls  o f  business com m en d th em selves, when  
A rth u ^ JIe lp s , also  a  H isto ria n  o f  re p u te  th o u g h  o f  a  
lig h te r 'ca lib re  th a n  C arly le , and by em p lo ym en t a S ec- 
re ta ry  to  th e  P riv y  C ou n cil, found him self d raw n in to  th e  
v o rtex  o f  li te ra tu re , and com pelled to  speak th e  tru th s  
burning w ith in  him , to  a care less  a n d  a  callo u s age. 
F ro m  his lips th e  w ise and g e n tle  w ord s fell w ith a  deli
ca te  sim p licity , th a t  tem p ted  th e  tr u e  h e a rte d  to  p u rer  
lives and n o b ler deed s. T h e  m odel o f  th o  g en tlem an  he  
added to  th e  u n affected  g ra ce s  o f  his disposition, th e  
m ind o f  a  s ch o la r  an d  a  s ta te sm a n , ta s te s  discrim in atin g  
and elev ated , and a  d ep th  and holin ess o f  sym p ath y , 
th a t  m ade him  a s  b eau tiful, a s  brave, in th e  cau se  o f  
h o n or o r  o f  g e n e ro sity . •

L a s t  and g re a te s t , th e  m an tle  fell up on  on e, s tran g e  
to  say, also  e n g ag ed  in o th e r  p u rsu its , w hen called  m ore  
p a rticu la rly  to  “  H is  F a th e r 's  B u sin ess ,”  J o h n  R u sk in , 
who while y e t  a  y o u n g  m an h ad a tta in e d  to  a  high pitch  
o f  fam e as  th e  P h ilo so p h er a n d  C ritic  o f  A r t ,  unequalled  
by'finy fo rm e r  w riter, w as g rad u ally  draw n from  th ese  
stu d ies to  p re a ch  th e  g o sp el o f  a  new  life. H is  m otives  
exp lain ed  w ith th e  e x q u is ite  ten d ern ess  c h a ra cte ris tic  of  
th e  m an h e  th u s  s ta te s —  I

■ “ l a m  n o t  a n  u n s e l f i s h  p e r s o n ,  n o r  a n  e v a n g e l i c a l  o n e  ; I  h a v e  
n o  p a r t i c u l a r  p l e a s u r e  i n  d o i n g  g o o d ,  n o r  d o  I  d i s l i k e  d o i n g  i t  s o  
m u c h  n s  t o  e x p e c t  t o  b e  r e w a r d e d  f o r  i t  i n  n n o t h o r  w o r l d .  B u t  I  
s i m p l y  c a n n o t  p a i n t ,  n o r  r e a d ,  n o r  l o o k  a t  m i n e r a l s ,  n o r  d o  a n y 
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  I  l i k e ,  a n d  t h e  v e r y  l i g h t  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  s k y  w h e n  
t h e r e  i s  a n y ,  h a s 'b e c o m e  h a t e f u l  t o  m e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  M i s e r y  
w h i c h  I  k n o w  o f ,  a n d  s e e  s i g n s  o f  w h e n  I  k n o w  i t  n o t ,  w h i c h  n o  

i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  i n t e r p r e t  t o o  b i t t e r l y . "

A nd with th is  feeling it is th a t he has devoted  his L ife, 
M ind and F o rtu n e , to  th e  stem m in g o f  th is  sam e Sorrow , 
which he so b itterly  re g re ts , and in th e  “  S t . G e o rg e ’s 
C om pany” is striv in g  to  p u rch ase land, w hereon those  
who now live like b easts  in th e  p u rlieu s o f o u r  g re a t  
cities, lab or like oxen in th o  w in ter fields, o r f r it te r  
aw ay th e ir  B eings in th e  m an u factories th a t defile alike  
H eaven and E a rth  w ith th e  sm oke o f th e ir  fu rn aces, 
slayin g  im m ortal souls, and d estroy in g  th e  lively ca 
p acities o f  sen se and limb which th e  A ll-G o od  has given  
th em , m ay live a  b e tte r  life, hum ble and toilful i t  m ay  
be, b u t a t  le a s t w ith som e know ledge, health , and rest, 
and som e p rep aration  for th e  E te rn ity  beforo them . 
Su ch is th e  task  o f  th is M an , who w ith th e  soul o f a 
D an te , th e  eloquen ce o f a  D em osth enes, as  scath in g  as 
Ju n iu s , as  elevated as  B u rk e , and as  m elodius as  P lato , 
w ith th e  sensibilities o f  a Shelley, a m b th e  v ersatility  o f a 
D a  V in ci, is leading a  life w h ich T or p u rity  o f  purpose, 
and noble sp iritu ality  o f aim , m ay com p are even with  
th a t  o f  th e  G od -m an  he w orships, and which assu red ly  
has.no know n su p erio r  in th e  heroism  o f  p resen t o r  past. 
F o r  even as his M aster , he is su b jected  to  th e  revifings  
o f  th e  foolish and base, an a  suffers m ore b ecau se  of the  
g reatn ess  o f  h is com passion, and th e  depth o f  his L o ve. 
W ith  su ch  a  tr in ity  and a  few far o u tly in g  co-w cfrkers, 
M atth ew  A rn old , G re g , M artin eau , and M iss C ob be, the  
w hole R elig iou s L ife  o f  E n g lan d  th ou g h  left to  th e ir  
gu ard ian sh ip  ca n  sca rce ly  be reg ard ed  as p a st aw ay ; 
and w hile th e  ru d e  and vigorous p ag es o f  C a rly le , th e  
sw eetn ess o f  H elp s, and th e  b rillian cy and fervo u r of 
R a s k in  survive, th e  Lam p will be k ep t bu rn in g, th ough  
i t  shines upon a s to rm y  sea. S a r to r  R e sa rtu s , P a s t  
and P re se n t, R ealm ah , F rie n d s  in C ou ncil, E th ic s  o f  the  
D u st, Q u e e n  o f  th e  A ir , U n to  th is L a s t, T h e  C row n of 
W ild  O livos, and F o rs  C lavigera form  a  L ite ra tu re  in 
them selves th a t  will fo r  e v e r  defy decad ence.

T he L a s t  S ch ool o f  T h o u g h t which is likely to  a tt r a c t  
th e  fu tu re  to  th e  p resen t, is th e  y o u n g est, (and as  y e t  
th e  w eak est o f  th e  th re e , i t  u n ites  th e  fo rm er tw o, and  
while ad m ittin g  all th a t  S cien ce  p o stu lates, to n te n ts  
itse lf  w ith 'ad d in g to  it , a  body o f  evidence which exten d s  
its  b ase  sufficiently to  su p p o rt th o  “ A d van ced  R e 
ligious” School, and in th e  faot o f  its  being su ch  a c o 
pula its whole g lo ry  lies. Som e o f  its  ad h eren ts d irect  
th e ir  stu d ies w holly to  th e  accu m u lation  o f  such facts  as 
will ob tain  fo r  ic a  reco g n itio n  b y th e  w orld a t  large , 
an d  in th is m ost laudable end eavou r, th e  nam es o f  m auy  
alluded to  for th e ir  stan d in g  in tho know n S cien ces, m ust 
be su p plem ented  b y th ose o f W a g n e r, B o u tlero f, A k sa-  
k o f  and P e r ty , as  rep resen tin g  its  co n tin en ta l influ
en ce  A m ong th ose who dw ell ra th e r  upon th o  p rin ci
ples o f  L ife  which it d icta tes , and reg ard  i t  th e re fo re  as  
a  R eligiou s R ev elatio n , J o h n  P a g e  H o p p s, Sam uel 
W a ts o n  and m an y o th e r  original w rite rs  d eserve n o tice  
for th o  high to n e  o f  m oral te a ch in g  w ith w hich i t  in
spires in th em . T h e  Philosophy o f  th is S ection  has been  
chiefly co n trib u ted  by S eers, o r M edium s alread y  m en
tio n ed , o f  whom D avis a n d  M rs . B ritte n  a r e  th e  m ost  
renow ned (an d  ju s tly  s o ), for th e  equal a tte n tio n  which  
th e y  give to  th e  p receed in g  divisions, and th e ir  com p re
hension o f  th e  r ig h t re latio n  as a  w h o le , to  th e  existin g  
system s. B u t  am on g th e  w riters  b est co m p ared  w ith  
th ose o f  th o  foreg oin g sch ools, as a n o rm al exp o u n d er  
o f  tho new  faith , P ro fe sso r  S. B .  B r i t ta n , one o f  th e  
earliestrSh d m ost tru ly  train ed  th in k ers, ca lls  for special 
p raise , n o t in ly  b ecau se  o f  his u n w averin g  fidelity  to  its  
b est in te re st» , and th e  ben efits co n ferred  up on  it, 
th ro u gh  th e  M agazine w hich u n d er h is  gu id u n ce  w as a  
rival to  th o  h ig h est-class p u b lication s o f  th e  day, b u t for  
th e  s terlin g  ab ility  d isp layed  in  his “ M a n  and his R e 
latio n s,”  as  well as  in  th e  m iscellan eo u s a r tic le s  from  
his pen , w hich h av e  e v er been ad m irab le  both in aim  and  
m an n er o f  th o u g h t. In d eed  in th is  d e p a rtm e n t o f  li te r 
a tu re  th e  S p iritu al P h ilo so p h y , is  m o st rich  and p rom is
in g , and th e  co n trib u tio n s to  th e  Jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  m ove
m en t a re  often  o f  a  kind to  w a r ra n t h igh  p ra ise , a p a rt



1142 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

from th e ir  peculiar content«, a« for in stan ce  th o se  of 
Prof. E ccles , M r. T. P . Parka«, F .Q .S . G . L .  D itson , 
M .D ., “ M. A. O xon,” Prof. B u ch an an , and th e  A u th o r  
o f “ T he Supersensual W o rld ,” an  E ssay  published in 
th e  “ B an n er o f L ig h t"  a few m onths b ack , which for 
genuine m erit would rank above any sim ilar production  
in the Loudon M agazines, e x c e p t perhaps th o se  o f  
D eutsch , or a few o f th e  g re a te s t nam es before referred  
to  ; in brief, th e  Philosophy o f  th is la s t sch ool, is an  ex 
tension o f  the Scientific, inasm uch as  i t  independently  
adopts and continues th e  evolution th eo ry , to  its u lti
m ate in th e  Spiritual P rogression  o f  M an , while i t  is 
equally a t  union w ith th e  advanced R eligiou s T each ers  
since i t  recognises, and indeed proves, th e  n ecessity  of 
unceasing efforts for its perfection . I t  ndopts the  
m ethod o f th e  first, in all its branches o f  inquiry, and by 
them  a t  th e  sam e tim e leads up to  th e  activ e and a s 
piring life, which th e  second strives to  in cu lcate . T he  
R eign o f law , th e  N atu ral O rigin o f th e  E a r th , and M an, 
his co n stan t advancem ent, th e  R ig h t o f  R eason , the  
N ecessity o f D oubt, and th e  suprem e value o f  Science  
a re  n o w here m ore distinctly tau g h t than in S p iritu al
ism , which points to the glarin g e rro rs  of M aterialism , 
th e  need for an affectional in stru ction , for a  nobler e x 
istence, o f  higher aim s, and wider op portu nities, w eigh
in g  the value o f  individual souls o f  B eau ty , and calling  
for th eir jeducation in T ru th , H o n or, and Tem p eran ce, 
by th e  exertions o f  its believers, a« consisten tly (th ro u g h  
its  higher teach ers in this o r  o th er sp h eres) a s  even  
R uskin  would desire. M odern T hou gh t, in its  th ree

Sre a t Schools, is a  lasting disproof o f th e  m uch feared  
egenoracy o f  th e  race , and in th e  num ber and ability  

o f its  Scientific teachers, com p ares favorably w ith th e  
beBt epochs o f  the p ast, while i t  is laying a  su re  fo u n 
dation in its Religious and Sp iritualistic m ovem ents for 
a  g re a t F u tu re . I t  possesses tw o o r  th re e  m inds of,jJie  
very  highest order o f in tellect, and th e  rem ain der atone  
la rg ely  for th eir lack o f  G enius, by th eir in d u stry  and 
ard ou r. T h e  Science o f  the eigh teen th  cen tu ry  fore
ran th e  P o e ts  and P a trio ts  o f  fifty y ears  ago , th a t of 
ours will resu lt sooner o r  la ter  in an  upheaval o f  kin
dred stren gth , while th e  revival o f  tru e  C hristian ity , in 
th eory, and practice, by th e  trin ity  o f  teach ers , and the  
inspirations o f Spiritualism , prom ises a  still h igher re 
ward. Scien ce is th e  first H arb in g er o f new E ra s , P h i
losophy follows, and R eligion bearing in its tra in  L i
b e rty , P u rity , P eace , and H appiness, is th e  G olden  
F r u it . W e m ust n o t cavil if this is th e  seed tim e o f  th e  
world, b u t ra th er rejoice  th a t  to  us is given so g re a t a  
ch a rg e  and such abu nd ant pow er o f  G ood, w hile ou r  
only care  should be to  fulfil th ese tasks well and quickly. 
I t  is in th e  D estin y  o f  Spiritualism  to  ease th e  burden  
and earn  the g ra titu d e  o l hum anity, when th e  h arv est 
tim e shall com e. I t  lifts th e  veil th a t hangs in heavy  
folds o f F e a r , and shows th a t L o v e  n o t H a te  is  hidden  
behind them . I t  sm ooths aw ay for ever th e  V alley  of 
th e  Shadow o f D eath, and opens th e  G olden C ity  to  ou r  
gladdened gaze, w herefrom  ou r b roth ers w atch  us, and  
w herein our hope is se t. T h e  w eary P ilgrim  has for
ever its divine gleam s to  soothe his h eaviest hour, and 
th e  visitation o f those pure and noble souls to  stren gth en  
him  a t  need. T he souls o f  all th e  sages o f  th e  P a s t  are  
pressing upon M odern T h ou gh t, and stooping down to  
tra c e  th e  channels in which i t  shall flow. W e  can m ark  
th e ir  invisible p resen ce in th e  pages o f  th ose whom we 
have praised, b u t m ore th an  th is  is possible to  th e  
earn est seeker. I t  m ay atta in  com m union w ith th at  
Pow er

W h i c h  i n  u s  a l l  d o t h  y e t  p r e f e r  
T n c  p u r e r  s h r i n e — a  M i n i s t e r  

M o r e  t r u e — w h o s e  b e s t  i n t e r p r e t e r

th e  Im m o rtals  a re . I t  m ay receive and obey th e  be
hests oi th ose, th e  p u re  in S p irit, who now see G od and  
goodness, w ith ou t flaw o r  sta in , M an m ay walk with  
an g els, work on  E a r th  and wake in H eav en , in th e  flesh.

T h o u g h t10 Q ran d e8t T m h  and tL e  g re a te 8 t M o <lern 

1, f i n e s t  for"conslstoi1̂  ^ ‘Z s id ^ a  “ r 'c o l ^ H n e 1^  for

D A R W I N I S M  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I S M *

T h e  Philosophical- S p iritu alists  o f  th e  p r e s e n t day ignore 
as  a  ru le , th e  idea o f th e  fall o f  m an , believing th a t the' 
ten d en cy  in all th in g s  is to  p r o g r e s s ; h en ce , looking 
back in to  th e  d ista n t p ast, f a r  b ey on d  th e  period assigned 
to  th e  crea tio n  o f  m an  w e can  co n ce iv e  o f  him  in a  con
dition little  ab o ve th e  an im al in  b ein g  andfintelligence  
b u t still a  ty p e  co n ta in in g  w ith in  h im self th e  germ s of 
a  g re a te r  d ev elop m en t th a n  th e  an im al. T h e  th eory of  
evolution  is co n s is te n t w ith  th e  sp iritu al id ea, b u t D ar
winism , as g en era lly  u n d e rsto o d , is  m a te ria lis tic  in its 
ten d en cy . T h e  o b ject o f  th e  p am p h let u n d er n otice ¡ b 
to  show w herein th e  th eo ries  o f  D a rw in  and th ose of  
progressed  S p iritu alis ts  con flict, a n d  to  com b at the  
D arw in ian  h yp oth esis o f  m an ’s re latio n sh ip  to  th e  ape.

T yp es, M r. P eeb les say s , a r e  e te rn a l , and do not 
m erge iu to  each  o th e r. U n lik e , o r  d ifferen t species, do 
n o t p ro create , o r  re p ro d u ce  th e ir  kind ; d ifferen t species 
never glide in to  each o th e r. W e  c a n n o t p u t  th e  m atter  
in a  m ore condensed form  th a n  is  d o n e by M r. Peebles 
on p ag e  2 1  and 2 2 .

TH E TWO POSITIONS CLEA RLY STATED.
D a r w i n i a n  s c h o o l s  o f  t h i n k e r s  i n t r o d u c e  u s  f i r s t  t o  s l i m y  p r o 

t o p l a s m .  t h e n  t o  a s c i d i a n 8 ,  a n d  i n  a f t e r - a g e s  t o  s n a r l i n g  h a i r y  
c r e a t u r e s  l i v i n g  f o r  i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  d e n s e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  
M i o c e n e  a n d  e a r l i e r  P l i o c e n e  e r a s .  A f t e r  a  l o n g  t i m e  c a m e  t h e  
r i g o r s  o f  t h e  g l a c i a l  a g e ; a n d  t h e s e  a p e - l i k e  c r e a t u r e s  t o o k  t o  
d e n s  a n d  c a v e s .  H u n g e r  i m p e l l e d  t h e m  t o  s e i z e  a n d  d o v o u r  s u c h  

w e a k e r  a n i m a l s  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  o v e r t a k e  a n d  m a s t e r .  A d v a n c i n g  
t h r o u g h  l o n g  d e c a d e s ,  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  u s e d  t h e i r  l o w e r  e x t r e m i t i e s  
i n  c l i m b i n g  t r e e s ,  b u t ,  p u t t i n g  t h e m  t o  h i g h e r  u s e s ,  b e g a n  a  s o r t  
o f  c r o u c h i n g  w a l k i n g .  T h e i r  b r a i n s  a l s o  e n l a r g i n g ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  
d a y  b y  d a y  m o r e  c u n n i n g  a n d  s a g a c i o u s .  A m b i t i o u s ,  t h e y  
f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d  t o  u s e  w e a p o n s  o f  s t o n e  a n d  w o o d ,  d e s t r o y i n g  

t h e i r  v i c t i m s .
A n d  s o  t h e s e  h a i r y  m o n s t e r s ,  n e i t h e r  “  b e a s t s  n o r  h u m a n s , "  

g r e w  ; c o m b i n i n g  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  b e a r ,  t h e  a g i l i t y  o f  t h e  m o n 

k e y ,  w i t h  s o m e  f a i n t  g l i m m e r i n g s  o f  t h e  s a v a g e .  T h e  g l a c i a l  
p e r i o d  n o w  l o n g  p a s t ,  t h e s e  m a n - l i k e  a p e s  m o v e d  o n  a n d  u p w a r d  
i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  l e a p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e i r  o r b i t s ,  p a r t i n g  w i t h  
t h e i r  c o a r s e  s h a g g y  h a i r ,  w h i t e n i n g  i n  t h e i r  c o m p l e x i o n s  t o  
b e a u t i f u l  b l o n d e s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  d r o p p i n g  t h e i r  t a i l s  a s  u n t i m e l y  
f r u i t  I  T h i s  t h e o r y ,  h a v i n g  n o  u s e  f o r  a  G o d ,  p e r s o n a l  o r  i m p e r 

s o n a l ,  p o i n t s  C a u c a s i a n s  t o  h a i r y ,  t r e e - c l i m b i n g  a p e s ,  a s  t h e i r  
a n c e s t o r s .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  p h i l o s o p h y  t a k e s  t h i s  v i e w  o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t : S p i r i t  i s  c a u s a t i o n ,  f o r c e ,  l i f e .  A l l  e x i s t e n c e  c o n 
s t i t u t e s  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  u n i t y .  The soul it  th e  m a n ;  a n d  t h i s  
s o u l ,  a  d i v i n e l y  e t h e r e a l i z e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e  “  o v e r - s o u l , "  
d i d  n o t  “  d e s c e n d , "  o r ,  m o r e  p r o p e r l y ,  c o m e  u p , t h r o u g h  a s c i -  

d i a n s ,  a p e s ,  a n d  b a b o o n s  ;  n o r  d i d  i t  i n  a n y  s e n s e  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  
m a t t e r .

S p i r i t u a l i s m  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  m a n  u p o n  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  e v o l u t i o n  f r o m  g e r m i n a l  t y p e s — types, 
a l l i e d  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  a r c h e t y p e ,  G o d .

T h e  m e t h o d  o f  t h i s  e v o l u t i o n  m a y  b e  t h u s  B t a t e d  : T h e  d i v i n e  
S p i r i t ,  m o v i n g  u p o n  Katmat , — m o v i n g  u p o n  a n d  i n t e r p e r m c a t i n g  
t h e  m i n e r a l  k i n g d o m ,  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  k i n g d o m ,  t h e  a n i m a l  k i n g 
d o m ,  s u b l i m a t i n g  m a t t e r ,  a n d  q u i c k e n i n g  t h e  l i f e - g e r m s  r e l a t e d  
t o  e a c h  s e r i e s  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  b e i n g , — w a s  l o n g  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  

c r o w n i n g  w o r k ,  m a n .  A n d  a l l  t h e s e  m y r i a d s  y e a r s  o f  t i m e ,  t y p a !  
m a n  w a s  w a i t i n g  t o  t a k e  o n  p h y s i c a l  " f o r m ,  a s  t h e  a c o r n  w a i t s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n t e r - t i m e  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  s t a r t  o a k - w a r d .  .  . 
T h e  g l a c i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  i t s  s n o w s  a n d  i c e  h a d  n o w  p a s s e d  a w a y .  
M a n y  o f  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  b e a s t s  o f  t h e  t e r t i a r y  p e r i o d  h a d  d i s a p 
p e a r e d  i n  c o n v u l s i o n s  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n s .  B u n s  w e r e  g o l d e n .  
S u m m e r s  i n  t r o p i c a l  l a n d s ,  l e a f y  a n d  p e r p e t u a l ,  w e r e  c r o w n e d  
w i t h  r i p e n e d  f r u i t a g e ; w h i l e  s p i r i t u a l ,  m a g n e t i c ,  a n d  e l e c t r i c  
f o r c e s ,  a c t i n g  u p o n ,  r e f i n i n g ,  m o u l d i n g ,  a n d  s h a p i n g  e a r t h l y  
e l e m e n t s  i n t o  f o r m s , — r e a l l y  m atrices , — h a d  s o  a d a p t e d  c o n d i 
t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  s o u l - g e r m  c o u l d  b e c o m e  i n c a r n a t e d .  T h e n  

t r a n s p i r e d  t h e  d i v i n e  d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  h e a v e n l y  i n t o  t h e  e a r t h l y  ; 
a n d  m o n a d i c  m a n ,  p r i m i t i v e  m a n ,  c o m m e n c e d  h i s  m o r t a l  e x i s t 

e n c e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  h e  w a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o a r s e ,  g r o s s ,  g r o v e l l i n g  ; 
b u t  t h e  d i v i n e  g e r m  w i t h i n ,  a f l a m e  w i t h  m e n t a l  a n d  m o r a l  p o t e n 

t i a l i t i e s  a n d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  p r o p h e s i e d  o f  a  h i g h e r  p e r f e c t e d  
h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  a l l  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  n a t u r a l  l a w  t h r o u g h  e v o l u 
t i o n .

T he spiritual position is  d ecid ed ly  th e  m o st a ttra c tiv e ,  
as well as  ra tion al.

Fo llow in g  th is  a r e  a n u m b er o f  d e m a rca tio n s  betw een  
anim als and m en. “  T h e re  a re ,”  say s  M r . P eeb les, “ a c 
co rd in g  to  th e  learn ed  S o em eran g , o v e r  fifteen  im por
ta n t  an atom ical d ifferen ces b etw een  th e  b ra in  o f  man 
and th e  h igh est an im a ls ."  A f te r  q u o tin g  M a x  M u ller  
in su p p ort o f  his position, he co n clu d es b y exp ressin g  his 
sym p ath ies w ith th a t  ph ilosoph y, w h ich  p u ts  evolution  in 
th e  p lace  o f  c re a tio n , a n d  p re -e x is te n ce  in  p lace  o f  th e  
sou l's d e sce n t from  a p e s  a n a  o th e r  an im als.

•  T h e  C o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  D a r w i n i s m  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m  : B y  J .  
M .  P e e b l e s .  B o s t o n ,  1 8 7 6 .
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M E . J .  M . P E E B L E S  C O M I N G !

A b out e ig h teen  m o n th s sin ce , h earin g  th a t  o v e rtu re s  
had been m ade to  M r . P eeb les  b y th e  S o iritu alis ts  o f  
C alcutta , to  v isit th a t  c ity , w e w ro te  to  th a t  gen tlem an  
urging him  in th e  e v e n t o f  his a cce p tin g  th e  in vitation , 
to tak e  M elb ou rn e in his r o u te , an d  pay u s  a  second visit. 
O u r le tte r  w as favorab ly  rece iv ed , and a  p a rtia l p rom ise  
given to  acce d e  to  o u r  re q u e st if  th e  jo u rn e y  w as un der
tak en , th e  la te  V ic to ria n  A sso cia tio n  u n d ertak in g to  pay  
M r. Peeb les fa re  from  C a lc u tta  to  M elb ou rn e. W h en  
this v e teran  ap o stle  o f  S p iritu alism  w as la s t h e re  in 
1872 -3 , h is  exp o sitio n s o f  th e  philosoph y and  
religion o f  S p iritu alism , e x e rcise d  a  v e ry  m odifying  
influence on th e  p reju d ices  o f  th e  pu blic a g a in st it , and 
attra c te d  m an v  to  a n  in v estig atio n  o f  its  evidences, 
A p p reciatin g  th e  g o o d  re su lts  w hich w e have seen to  
flow from  his fo rm e r v isit, w e h av e  u rg ed  upon ou r  
b roth er th a t th e  field w as read y  fo r  a n o th e r  sow ing, and  
he has len g th  d eterm in ed  to  co m e to  th is p a r t  o f  th e  
world again . H e  advises u s  o f  h is .in te n tio n  to  leave for  
S an F ra n c isco  in N o v em b er, so th a t  a t  th e  tim e  w e  
w rite he is p rob ab ly  en  rou te. H e  te lls  u s  i t  is hard to  
g e t aw ay on  a c co u n t o f  th e  dem and for his serv ices as a  
lectu rer. T h is w e c a n  w ell u n d erstan d , for he has ever  
been a  p opu lar le c tu re r , and “ h a th  h ad h o n o u r in  his  
own co u n try ,” w hich is  r a th e r  excep tio n al w ith prop hets  
and ap ostles o f  S p iritu alism . I t  is  n o t  im prob able th a t  
before o u r  n e x t  issu e  is published M r. P eeb les w ill have  
reached th ese  sh ores, a n d  w e tr u s t  th a t  th e  m any friends  
he m ade on  th e  occasion  o f  his la s t v isit w ill ra lly  roun d  
him and aid him  in th e  good w ork h e  d esires to  a cco m 
plish.

H I D D E N  S P R I N G S  U N C O V E R E D *

A b o u t  th re e  m on th s sin ce , th e  R e v . R o g e r  B ed e  
V aughan, C ath o lic  A rch b ish o p  o f  S y d n ey , delivered a  
lectu re  a t  th e  H a ll  o f  th e  H oly C ath o lic  G u ild , en titled  
“ H idden S p rin gs,”  in w h ich  a f te r  lam en tin g  th e  wide  
and in creasin g  sp read  o f  In fid elity  an d  R atio n alism , he 
endeavoured to  tr a c e  P ag an ism , S u p ern atu ralism , and  
M aterialism  to  th e ir  hidden sp rin g s, and th e  variou s  
influences in re la tio n  to  th e  e x is tin g  con d ition  o f  things  
which th e y  have e x e rcise d  'o n  th e  m inds a n d  co n d u ct o f  
hum anity, co n clu d in g  by ap p ealin g  to  C hristians o f  
all den om in ation s, to  co -o p e ra te  to g e th e r  to  d efea t a  
com m on ad v e rsa ry . T h e  le c tu re  w as published verbatim  
in th e  “ S y d n ey  M o rn in g  H e ra ld ,”  and sub seq uently  
printed in p am p h let form . F ro m  th e  e m in en t position  
and sch olarly  ab ility  o f  th e  le c tu re r , i t  a t t r a c te d  co n 
siderable a tte n tio n , co m m en t, an d  discussion, and M r. 
Tyerm an as  a  p ro m in en t ra tio n a lis tic  lead er, u n d ertoo k  
to  exp o se th e  fa llac ies  o f  th e  A rch b ish o p 's  a rg u m e n ts  in 
tw o lectu res , w h ich  w e re  given a t  th e  V ic to ria  T h e a tre ,  
Sydney, b efo re  th e  la rg e s t au d ien ces  th a t  have over  
assem bled th e re . A t  th e  co n clu sio n  o f  th e  seco n d  le c tu re  
i t  w as found, th a t  som e o f  th e  points o f  D r . V au g h an ’s  
pam phlet h ad  n o t  been to u ch ed  up on , and M r. T yerm an  
was req u ested  to  d r i v e r  a  th ird  and co n clu d in g  le c tu re  
on th e  2 9 th  O cto b e r. T h e  p am p h let u n d er n o tice  co n 
tains th e  th re e  le c tu re s  w hich a re  a  com p lete  analysis of  
D r. V au g h an ’s le c tu re , a n d  an ex p o su re  o f  th e  fallacy  o f  
his position. T h e  A rch b ish o p  in his delineation  o f  
paganism  and m ateria lism , n a tu ra lly  exh ib ited  th e ir  
darkest Bide, to  h eig h ten  by c o n tr a s t  th e  b rig h t side o f  
th a t su p ern atu ralism  w hich is  th e  m ain stay  o f  his system , 
b u t M r. T y e rm a n  show ed th a t  a ll th a t  is  good in 
Catholicism , w as ta u g h t and p ra ctice d  by so-called  
P ag an s lo n g  b efo re  th e  R o m a n  C h u rch  w as foun ded , and  
th a t even th e  fo rm s a n d  cerem o n ies o f  th a t  ch u rch  w ere  
prin cipally derived  from  p  ag an  fy stem s. I n  h is  review  
° f  th e  S u p em atu ra lism  o f  D r . V au g h an , M r. T y erm an  
exhibits th e  un holin ess o f  th e  allian ce  prop osed b y  th e  
A rchbishop, and e xp o ses  th e  J e s u itic a l  design , u n d er
lying th e  p rop osition , to  m ak e  catsp aw s o f  th e  variou s  
p ro te sta n t s e c ts , fo r  th e  a g g ra n d ise m e n t o f  th e  C h u rch  
o f R om e.

. * bidden Springs Uncovered I Three lectures in reply to 
Archbishop Vaughan's pamphlet, entitled “ Hidden Springs, or, 
me penis ot the future and how to meet them," by J. Tyerman, 
Sydney, 1876.

T h e  conclu ding p o rtion  o f  th e  p am p h let is devoted to  
th e  edu cation  q u estion , co n tra s tin g  th e  ad v an tag es of 
secu lar ed u cation , w ith th e  ^injustice and disadvantage  
o f th e  sectarian  system  as  ad v o cated  b y D r. V au gh an .

A s an  exp o se o f  th e  sop h istical ta c tics  o f  th e  R om an  
C ath o lic  C h u rch , th is  p am p h let is o f  m o re  th a n  local 
in te re st. T he position o f  th e  A rch bish op and th e  a rg u 
m en ts adduced by him  find th e ir  co u n te rp a rt in E n g lan d  
and on  th e  C o n tin en t, and M r. T y erm an ’s  c le a r  and  
ration al exposition o f  th e ir  in stability  and unsoundness, 
if  la rg ely  c ircu la ted , will do m uch to w ard s opening th e  
eyes o f  liberalists, to  th e  insiduous designs o f  th e  R om an  - 
C ath o lic  Priesth ood .

T R A N C E  A D D R E S S  B Y  M R S . B A M F O R D  O N  

M O U N T  A L E X A N D E R .

G r e a t  a n d  j o y o u s  i s  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  s p i r i t s  t o - d a y ,  who, 
i n  t h e  b r i g h t  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  h a r m o n y ,  s p e a k  t o  t h e  

b o u I  o f m a n  w i t h  o n e  g r e a t  f o r c e .  Y e  w h o  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  

o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o p — r w h o  h a v e  s o u g h t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p i n 

n a c l e  w i t h  t r u e  a n d  h o l y  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e s — m a y

Se ev er feel p u re  in h e a r t  and sp irit as  th e  b reeze  now  
ath in g  y o u r brow s, an d -fealise  th a t  u n ity  o f  hea^t and  

sou l which now  brin gs us n e a r . T h is g lo rio u s o p p o rtu 
n ity  brin gs n e a re r  th e  approaches, o f  o u r  sp irits  w ith  
y o u rs, w hose sy m p ath y  m akes its  influence fe lt b y  each  
and all— a  som ething te a ch in g  th ose k ind red , jo you s, 
hap py feelings, n o t only th ro u gh  th e  li ttle  com m u nity  
who have m e t on  th is  occasion , b u t by th e  p resen ce o f  
th ose m inds who a re  d ire c tin g  y o u r feelings in acco rd  
w ith th e ir  ow n, and who seek  to  d em o n strate  to  th ose  
arou n d  th e  ad v an tag es o f  th u s  passin g a n  h o u r to g e th e r.  
L e t  th e se  g a th erin g s  be m any, a n d  each  m ind w ill be 
m o re a ttu n e d . L e t  th em  be one o f  th o u g h t and purpose  
to  d em o n strate  y o u r w ork, and im prove th e  m oral to n e  
o f  so cie ty . W e  have g re a t p leasu re in s ta tin g  o u r  firm  
co n v ictio n  in th e  fu tu re  prom ise o f  th ese  m eetin gs, in 
cu lca tin g  th e  p u re  m o ra lity  o f  S p iritu alism . Y o u  should  
live o u t  n a tu re , and develope m ind and th o u g h t, which  
w ill p erp etu ally  give y o u  m o re  elev ated  views, g r e a te r  
in te lle ct , and m o re  sp iritu ality , indeed. W h a t  w e m ean  
is , th a t  y o u  shall seek  th a t  p erfection  o f  m ind which  
te a ch e s  y o u  th e  so u rce  from  w h ence y o u  are— th a t  
te a ch e s  y o u  th a t  th is  life is only prog ressive to  a  b e tte r  
o n e— th a t  leads on  to  a  n ev er-en d in g  happiness, and  
m akes y o u  nobler in in te lle c t and g r e a te r  in  m ind. 
L is te n , th en , to  th e  voice o f  one who com es to  all, and  
im p lan ts in y o u r m inds a  d esire  to  te a c h  som ething for 
good.

M R S . A D A M S  ( E n t r a n c e d ) .

I t  is w ith m u ch  p leasu re w e have m et y o u  h e re  on  th e  
m ou n tain -to p ,— one o f  y o u r  g r e a t  a ttra c tio n s . W e  
o ften  w ish m ore w ould m e e t on  such occasion s— n o t only  
fo r  th e  g ran d eu r o f  th e  scen ery , b u t fo r  th e  p u rity  o f  
th e  a ir , so th a t  w e could m o re  easily ap p ro ach  y o u  with  
sp iritu al co m fo rt and m in istratio n s. W e  ask  y o u  to  le t  
th is  m eetin g b e — n o t acco rd in g to  th e  old idea, a  tra n s 
figu ration  on th e  m oun t, b u t a  tran sfig u ra tio n  o f  an  
elev ated  tra in  o f  th o u g h t— to  lead  you on to  a  n earer  
ap p ro ach  to  th e  A lm ig h ty  C re a to r  o f  all th in g s, from  
m an dow n to  th e  sim plest flow er th a t  grow s. T h e  m ore  
calm  th e  m ind o f m an is, th e  m o re  easily is  th e  sou l spi
r itu a lly  influenced u n d er G od , o u r  guide and p ro tecto r, 
who gives us su cco r  and su p p o rt when w e n eed  it . I  
say to  each  one, as  y o u  a re  on  th e  m oun tain  look arou n d  
y o u  and ad m ire  th e  w orks o f  n a tu re , and ask  m an  w h ere  
is his b oasted  pow er, w hen he th in k s him self g re a t— ye  
a r e  as  li ttle  ch ild ren . L o o k  arou n d  y e  on  th e  m ou n t, 
o r  th e  sim ple tru th fu l li ttle  flow er tram p led  u n d er f o o t ! 
I t  is  th e  w ork  o f  G od . I n  th e  lovely p a th , th e  flow er, 
th e  tre e ,— each  one is a n  e a rn e st s tu d y , and m an y  lessons  
m ig h t be learn ed  from  each  if  tak en  fo r  a  s u b je c t ! I  
w ould d iscou rse lo n ger, b u t can n o t, ow ing to  im p erfect  
conditions o f  m y m ed iu m ; th erefo re , frien d s, w ith fond  
and h e a rty  g re e tin g s  to  th o se  ga th ered  h e re  to -d ay , we 
hope, to g eth er, y o u  w ill c a r r y  'o u t th e  w ork y o u  have  
u n d ertak en , and by y o u r  h elp , w e will assist y o u  in  all 
y o u r  un dertak ings. F arew ell.
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F R E E  T H O U G H T S  O N  T H E  L I F E  O F  J E S U S .

B y  a  W h i t i n g  M e d i u m .

C h a p t e r  I I .

(C ontinued.)
B y  f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  a  g e n e r a l  w a y ,  g a t h e r s  a r o u n d  

J e s u s  a s  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  C a p e r n a u m .  H e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  m a d e  t h i s  

h i s  h e a d - q u a r t e r s  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d .  A n d ,  a r o u n d  t h e  

L a k e  o f  G a l i l e e  a n d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  c o u n t r y ,  h i s  f o o t s t e p s  m a y  b e  

t r a c e d ,  t h e  e c h o  o f  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  h e a r d ,  a n d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  

t e a c h i n g  a n d  e x a m p l e  p e r c e i v e d .  N a t u r e ,  i n  a l l  h e r  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  c h a r m  f o r  h i m .  H e n c e ,  i t  w a s ,  

h e  d r e w  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  A n d  n o  w o n d e r ,  f o r  a l l  h a r 

m o n i o u s  s o u l s  s u s t a i n  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  n a t u r e  a  s y m p a t h y .  I t  

i s  i n  t h i s  q u a r t e r  s u c h  p e r s o n s  n s  J e s u s  t r a c e  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  I n f i 

n i t e  O n o  ; a n d ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  w h i c h  i s  h e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e y  w i l l  

a l w a y s  f in d  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s .  

J e s u s  w n a , i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  m o r e  r e a l  t h a n  a r t i f i c i a l .  A r t  w i t h  

h i m  h a d  f e w  c h a r m s ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  n a t u r e ’s  r e v e a l m e n t s  ; 

h e n c e ,  i t  i s ,  t h a t ,  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  h e  d e c l a r e s ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  

l i l i e s  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h a t  S o l o m o n  i n  a l l  h i s  g l o r y  w a s  n o t  a r r a y e d  

l i k o  o n o  o f  t h e s e - b e a u t i f u l  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  

t h e  h i g h e r  l a w  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h i c h  e v e n  A r t  h a s  t o  r e s t  i t s  f o o t ,  

a n d  i n  s t r i c t  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  w h i c h  i t  a l o n e  c a n  a t t a i n  a n y  r e p u t a 

t i o n .  I t  n e e d  n o t ,  w e  t h i n k ,  b e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  n o  

s c i e n t i s t .  H e  s t a n d s  o n  a  h i g h e r  p l a t f o r m ,  a n d  l a y s  t h e  f o u n d a 

t i o n  f o r  a l l  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  b u i l d  u p o n ,  w h o  c a n ,  a t  t h e  b e s t ,  b u t  

f o l l o w  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  s t u d e n t  o f  n a t u r e  a t  a  l o n g  d i s t a n c e .

C a p e r n a u m ,  t h e  h e a d - q u a r t e r s  o f  J e s u B  ; s t r a n g e  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  i f  

t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h a t  c i t y  w e r e  s o  b l a c k  n s  t h e y  a r c  p a i n t e d  : 

" A n d  t h o u ,  C a p e r n a u m ,  w h i c h  a r t  e x a l t e d  t o  h e a v e n ,  s h a l l  b e  

t h r u s t  d o w n  t o  h e l l . "  T h i s  u t t e r a n c e  c o n v e y s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a  

v e r y  s e r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  F a i l u r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a d v a n t a g e s  b e s t o w e d .  

N a y ,  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e  u t t e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  b l e s s i n g  

w h i c h ,  h a d  i t  b e e n  n c c c p t e d ,  w o u l d  h a v e  s e c u r e d  f o r  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  

t h e  h i g h e s t  s p i r i t u a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  B u t ,  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  p e r v e r s e  

r e f u s a l  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  b o o n  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e i r  v e r y  d o o r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  

n o w  r e a p ,  n s  t h e y  h a d  s o w n ,  i n  t h e  b l a c k n e s s  o f  d n r k n e s s  f o r  e v e r  

A n d  n o t  a l o n e  C a p e r n a u m ,  b u t  a l s o  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h ,  i n  

l i k o  m a n n e r ,  r e f u s e s  t o  a c c e p t ,  a n d  a c t  u p o n  t h e  d i c t a  o f  t h e  

y o u n g  r e f o r m e r .  T h e s e  w o r d s  o f  h i s ,  h e l d  u p  b e f o r e ,  a n d  p r e s s e d  

o n  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  m e n  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n s  w h e r e v e r  t h e  

w o r d B  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  c a m e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

t e a c h e r ,  a r c  m a d e  t o  t e l l  a  s o r r y  t a l e  a s  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  w h o ,  w h a t  

e v e r  b e  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o r  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d 's  h i s t o r y ,  

a r e  f o u n d  r e f u s i n g  t o  b o w  d o w n  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  i d o l — t h i s  i d o l  o f  

g o l d ,  w h i c h  t h e o l o g i c a l  h a n d s  h a v e  w r o u g h t  a n d  s e t  u p  f o r  m a n  

t o  w o r s h i p  I

W e  m n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t a k e  a n o t h e r  v i e w  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  : s u p p o s i n g  

J e s u s  u t t e r e d  t h e s e  w o r d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  n e e d  t o  

b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  m a t e r i a l l y  a l t e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  d e 

n u n c i a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  J e s u s ,  f u l l  o f  e n t h u s i a s m ,  d o u b t l e s s  

f e l t  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  c h a r g e  t h e s e  J e w s ,  h i s  f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n ,  w i t h  

a  w a n t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  H a n k e r i n g  a s  t h e y  w e r e  a f t e r  t e m p o r a l  

p o w e r ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  e a r t h l y  k i n g d o m  i n - t h e i r  m i d s t ,  

a n d  a . m e r e  f o r m a l  a n d  l i f e l e s s  r i t u a l ,  t h e y  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  r e a l i s e  

t h e  h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  w h i c h  h e  f e l t  m o v i n g  w i t h i n  h i s  s p i r i t .  

N o  w o r d s  o f  l i i s  h a d  a v a i l e d  t o  a w a k e n  t h e m  ;  n o  a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  

h e  c o u l d  c l a i m  w o u l d  l e a d  t h e m  t o  b o w  i n  s u b m i s s i o n .  H e n c e ,  

t h a t  e a r n e s t  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t r u e  r e f o r m e r  w h i c h  h e  p o s s e s s e d ,  r o s e  

a b o v e  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  g e n t l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  h e  c l a i m e d ,  a n d  

v e n t e d  n o t  w o r d s  o f  p i t y ,  b u t  f i e r c e  d e n u n c i a t i o n ,  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  

w h i c h  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  h i m s e l f .

B u t ,  a g a i n ,  w h e n  w e  r e f l e c t  t h a t  s o  m a n y  a g e s  h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y  

s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u t t e r e d ,  

a n d  a l s o  t h e  m a n y  c h a n n e l s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  t o  u s ,  

c a n  w o  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  t h e  m e a n i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  c o n v e y e d  h a s  

b e e n  l o s t  a l t o g e t h e r  ?  I t  i s  v e r y  t r u e ,  a s  a  m o d e r n  w r i t e r  h a s  r e 

m a r k e d ,  t h a t  w e  s e e  t h e  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  

d o c t r i n e s  w h i c h  h e  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  t a u g h t ,  n o t  a s  h e  r e p r e 

s e n t e d  t h e m ,  b u t  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  G r e e k ,  L a t i n ,  

a n d  m o d e r n  t h e o l o g i a n s  ;  a n d ,  w h e n  t h i s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i t  b e c o m e s

t o  u s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  a  d o g m a t i c  

s p i r i t  r e s p e c t i n g  w h a t  J e s u s  d i d ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  m e a n  t o  c o n v e y  to  

u s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  h e  g a v e  f o r t h .  ,

I n  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  b e f o r e  u s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  o n e  o t h e r  t h i n g  t o  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d ,  a n d  a t  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h i n t e d .  T h e  m i n d  o f  

J e s u s  i n  i t s  f o r m a t i o n ,  p a r t o o k  l a r g e l y  o f  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  v i e w s  o f  

h i s  d a y ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  s p e a k s  o f  h e a v e n  a n d  h e l l — e v e n  g r a n t i n g  

t h a t  h e  w o u l d  p l a c e  t h e  s a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e s e  T e r m s  a s  t h e  '  

t h e o l o g i a n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  d o — i t  i s  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  

v i e w s  w o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  m o d e r n  c r i t i c i s m .  T h e  

J e w i s h  d o c t r i n e  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l — a n d ,  a s  b a s e d  o n  t h a t ,  t h e  

h e a v e n  o f  h a p p i n e s s  a n d  t h e  h e l l  o f  m i s e r y  w h i c h  w e r e  t o  f o l lo w  

t h e  p r e s e n t  l i f e — s t a n d s  b u t  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  

w h e n  w e  c o m e  t o  s o e ,  i n  t h e  f u l l  b l a z e  o f  b r i g h t  d a y ,  t h e  f a c t  

w h i c h  J e s u s  a n d  h i s  s o - c a l l e d  a p o s t l e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  o n  

t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s ,  v i z . ,  t h a t  G o d  i s  L o v e .

I t  d o e s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e r o g a t e  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  w e 

o u g h t  t o  f e e l  i n  J e s u s ,  o r  t a r n i s h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  to  

k n o w  t h a t ,  l i k o  a l l  o t h e r  m e n ,  h e  w a s  t h e  c r e a t u r e  o f  c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s  ; a n d  t h a t ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  a n d  s e a s o n s  in  

h i s  m i n i s t r y  w h e n  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  h a r m o n i o u s  r i n g  

o f  a  h e a v e n - b o r n  s p i r i t ,  a n d  d e s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  l o w e r  p l a n e  o f  le s s  

d e v e l o p e d  m i n d s .  “

B u t  f r o m  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  d i g r e s s i o n  w e  m u s t  r e t u r n .  T h e  w o r k  

o f  J e s u s ,  t a k e n  a s  n  w h o l e ,  w a s  m a r k e d  b y  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  i n d i 

c a t e d  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  G o d - l i k e  p r i n c i p l e s .  I n  t h e  in f lu e n c e  

w h i c h  h e  e x e r t e d  • »  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  b a s i s  w h i c h  h e  

l a i d  d o w n  f o r  t h e  c r e o t i o n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  w e  f i n d  i n  h i m ,  c o n 

f e s s e d  b y  a g e s  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  o n e  s e n t  o f  G o d ,  a  f r i e n d  w h o s e  

a c q u a i n t a n c e  w a s  w o r t h  h a v i n g  ;  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  w a n t i n g  i n  s o m e  

t h i n g s ,  w o n d e r f u l l y  p e r f e c t  i n  o t h e r s .

I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  e i t h e r  a t  C a p e r n a u m  o r  i n  i t s  v i c i n i t y ,  h e  

f o r m e d  t h o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  T h e  

E v a n g e l i s t i c  n a r r a t i v e s  p r o f e s s  t o  g i v e  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  

p a r t  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y .  B u t  i t  m a t t e r s  l i t t l e  t o  u s ,  w h e t h e r  a t  t h e  

s e a - s i d e ,  i n  t h e  m o r e  b u s y  t o w n ,  o r  b y  t h e  h i g h w a y ,  h e  m o t  w i t h  

m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  f e e l i n g  s o m e  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  h i s  m o v e m e n t s ,  

w e r e  i n d u c e d  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  h i s  s u p e r i o r i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  i n 

c r e d i b l e  t h a t  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  s h o u l d  b e  fo u n d  

r e a d y  a t  a  m o m e n t ' s  n o t i c e  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  f o l lo w  

J e s u s .  T h e  d e e p  i n w a r d  f e e l i n g  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  

r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  a  M e s s i a h ,  a l t h o u g h  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

o n e  f r o m  w h a t  J e s u s  p r o v e d  t o  b e ,  w o u l d  p r e p a r e  t h e  w a y  i n  m n u y  

m i n d s  t o  a c c e p t  h i m  a s  t h e i r  l e a d e r .

T r a d i t i o n  i n f o r m s  u s  o f  t h e  m a n y  t e n d e r  t i e s  w h i c h  b o u n d  

J e s u s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  i n t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  t i e s  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a  m u c h  c l o s e r  n a t u r e ,  h a d  n o t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  E s s e n i a n i s m  p r e v a i l e d  i n j e a d i n g  h i m  t o  o v o i d  t h e  e n 

t a n g l e m e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  N o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  w e  a r c  p r e p a r e d  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  i n t e r c o u r s e  o f  J e s u s  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  w a s  o f  

t h e  m o s t  h a r m o n i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  H o w  c o u l d  i t  b e  w i t h  h i s  p o s i 

t i v e  a n d  a b s o l u t e  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  a n d  a t  t i m e s  s e v e r e  d e m a n d s  o v e r 

r i d i n g  e v e n  n a t u r e ’s  l a w  I  A n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  w h e n  i t  i s  r e m e m 

b e r e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d  t a u g h t ,  t h e r e  m u s t  e v e r  e x i s t  

t h e  i d i o s y n c r a c i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  f a t a l  w o u l d  i t  h a v e  b e e n  to  

t h e  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  r a c e ,  i f  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  

J e s u s  h a d  b l i n d l y  a c c e p t e d  a l l  t h a t  h e  t a u g h t  a n d  u r g e d  u p o n  

t h e m .  I t  b e c o m e s  u s ,  i n  t h i s  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p r o b a b l e  h i s t o r y  o f  

J e s u s ,  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i v i n e  a u d  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  ; 

t h a t  i s ,  b e t w e e n  h e a v e n ' s  l a w s  p u r e  a n d  s i m p l e ,  t h e  g r a n d  a b s o l u t e  

r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  t h e  a s p e c t  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e s e  l a w s  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  u s ,  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  h e r e 

d i t a r y  b i a s .  K e e p i n g  t h i s  f a c t  i n  v i e w ,  w e  s h a l l ,  w h i l e  w e  a d m ir e  

a n d  r e s p e c t  J e s u s  n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t r y  h i s  t e a c h i n g  b y  t h e  s a m e  

r u l e  w h i c h  i s  t o  g o v e r n  u s  i n  a l l  o u r  p r o c e e d i n g s  a s  r a t i o n a l  c r e a 

t u r e s ,  I n d e e d ,  J e s u s  h i m s e l f  l a y s  d o w n  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  i n  o n e  o f  

h i e  b e a u t i f u l  u t t e r a n c e s ,  p r o b a b l y  g i v e n  f o r t h  a t  o r  n e a r  C a p e r ,  

n a u m  ( M a t t h e w  x i i i .  4 7 ,  4 8 ) .  “  A g a i n ,  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  i s  

l i k e  u n t o  a  n e t ,  t h a t  w a s  c a s t  i n t o  t h e  6 e a ,  a n d  g a t h e r e d  o f  e v e r y  

k i n d  :  w h i c h ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  f u l l ,  t h e y  d r e w  t o  s h o r e ,  a n d  s a t  d o w n  

a n d  g a t h e r e d  t h e  g o o d  i n t o  v e s s e l s ,  b u t  c a s t  t h e  b a d  a w a y . "  

t h i s  u t t e r a n c e  h e  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  r u l e  b y  w h i c h  w e  s h o u l d  b e  

g u i d e d  i u  o u r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r
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o f f e r e d  b y  h i m s e l f  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t e a c h e r  o f  m e n .  T h e r e  i s  a  s e n s e  

¡ n  w h i c h  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a d a p t e d  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  w e l l . "  

b e i n g  o f  m a n ,  t a k e n  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ;  a n d  t h e r e  a r e ,  a l s o ,  o t h e r  

' i t e m s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  a n d  u s e d  t o  p u r p o s e .  

B u t  w i t h o u t  a p p l y i n g  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t o  i t s  u n i v e r s a l  a d a p t i t u d e ,  i f  

w e  c o n f i n e  i t  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  J e s u s ,  a s  p r e s e n t e d - t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  

w o  c a n  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  i n  w h a t  d e g r e e  t h e y  w o u l d ,  w h i l e  t h e y  

a c c e p t e d  s o m e  p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f ,  e n t i r e l y  r e j e c t  o t h e r s .  I t  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  s o  w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v e r y  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  w h i c h  

J e s u s  a d v o c a t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  E s s c n i a n  d o c t r i n e s  ; a s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  

r e s p e c t i n g  e u n u c h s ,  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  r e l a t i v e s ,  a b s o l u t e  d i s t r i b u 

t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a  w a n d e r i n g  l i f e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n d u c i n g  

m e n  t o  a c c e p t  v i e w s  w h i c h  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e i r  s t a t e ,  

o r  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e i r  g r o w t h .

T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  w h i c h  m i g h t  

l e a d  u s  i n t o  a n  a l m o s t  e n d l e s s  r e v i e w .  E n o u g h  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t o  

a w a k e n  t h o u g h t  r e l a t i v e  t o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  h i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  b o t h  

i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e .  A n d ,  i f  

t h e  c o u r s e  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  b e  f o l l o w e d  o u t ,  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e

Spiritualism  w as n o t n early  so an tag o n istic  as  one m ay 
have exp ected  a t  th e  han ds o f  a  daily n e w sp a p e r; in
deed it  w en t so fa r  as  to  say  th a t  S p iritu alism  did n o t  
te n d  to  d eg en erate  its  ad h eren ts ; b u t, on th e  co n trary , 
m an ifestly  had th e  effect o f  m aking th em  b e tte r  m en and  
b e tte r  w om en. T he sam e new sp ap er h as also  recen tly  
favored its read ers  w ith som e com m en ts in  its  lead  
in g  colu m n s on th e  w ork ing a n d  ob jects o f  th e  M el
bourne C hildren’s L y ce u m , from  th e  pen o f a  visitor. I t  
spoke very highly o f  th e  m an n er in w hich th e  children  
w en t th ro u g h  th e ir  exercises, o f  th e  g en eral go o d  o rd er  
preserved, a n d  a  lu cid  disquisition held b y a  lad y  le c 
tu re r  p resen t on  a  som ew hat ab stru se  to p ic ; b u t th e  
w rite r  o f  th e  a rtic le  despairs o f  E cle c tic ism  e v er becom 
ing th e  religion  o f  th e  fu tu re.

F I T Z E R I C .
A delaide, D e c . 19 , 1 8 7 6 .

Advortiaomonta.

J U S T  A R R I V E D ,  E X  “ T H O M A S  S T E V E N S , "

m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  b e  a r r i v e d  a t .

J O T T I N G S  F R O M  A D E L A I D E .

TnE D a v e n p o r t  B r o t h e r s  o f  whom  I  sp ok e in my 
last com m u nication , b ro u g h t th e ir  v isit to  th is co lo n y  to  
a  close a  w eek a g o . F r o m  th e  p u b lic  an n ou n cem en t 
which P ro fesso r F a y  m ad e a t  th e ir  farew ell p erform an ce  
in A delaide, and w hich is  re p o rte d  in one o f th e  daily  
new spapers, i t  w ould a p p e a r  th a t  th e ir  so jo u rn  am on g st 
us has been exceed in g ly  p rofitab le  to  them selves from  a  
pecuniary p o in t o f  view , b u t  I  r e g r e t  to  say  th a t  one  
of the B ro th e rs  w as sufferin g from  sev ere  indisposition  
for a w eek o r  tw o  p rev io u s to  his d ep artu re  from  th is  
province. "W hen th e  B ro th e r s  g a v e  th e ir  firs t seance  
in M elbourne a  lo n g  a cco u n t o f  i t  ap p eared  in th e  H a r 
binger o f  L ig h t ,  in w hich i t  w as s ta te d  th a t  th e  m anifes
tations o ccu rrin g  in th e  p re se n ce  o f th e  D av en p o rts  
could be acco u n ted  fo r  on n o  o th e r  h y p oth esis  th a n  th e  
Spiritual. I  h av e  a lread y  exp ressed  m y opinion th a t  from  
th e  by no m ean s con v in cin g  te s ts  afforded to  th e  gen eral 
public a t  th e ir  sea nces  th e re  is n o th in g  to  p ro v e  in dis
putably th a t  th e  m an ifestatio n s a r e  prod u ced  by p re te r 
human ag en cies, and in  th is  I  am  b o rn e  o u t  b y w h at 
Professor F a y  is  re p o rte d  to  have said on  th e  occasion  
in question, an d  w hich 1  w ill cu ll from  one of th e  daily  
p a p e rs :—

"  D u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  M r  D a v i s ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  D a v e n p o r t  

B r o t h e r s  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  F a y ,  t h a n k e d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A d e l a i d e  f o r  
t h e i r -  p a t r o n a g e ,  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t e n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  t h e  
c o m p a n y  h a d  t a k e n  a b o u t  £ 1 , 0 0 0 .  P r o f e s s o r  F a y ,  b e f o r e  c o n 
c l u d i n g  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  B r o t h e r s  D a v e n p o r t  a n d  
h i m s e l f  m a d e  n o  p r e t e n c e  t o  s u p e r n a t u r a l  m e a n s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  ( a p p l a u s e ) ,  b u t  t h a t  w l m t  t h e y  d i d  w a s  b y  
p u r e ly  n a t u r a l  m e a n s ,  a c q u i r e d  b y  l o n g  a n d  p a t i e n t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  

y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e . "

T he co n tro v e rsy  on  th e  su b je ct o f  S p iritu alism  which  
was being ca rrie d  on  in th e  R e g is te r  a t  th e  tim e  w hen I  
despatched m y la s t  b u d g e t o f  new s has been stop p ed  by  
th e  ed itor, who believes th a t  his re a d e rs  h av e  h ad enough  
o f it . I t  is  a n o te w o rth y  fa ct , th a ^ o f  all th e  opponents  
w ith whom  I  h ad  to  e n co u n te r  d u rin g  t h e  discussion n o t  
on e re tu rn e d  to  th e  co m b at a f te r  th e ir  f irs t  ap p earan ce  
in th e  R e g is te r .  T h e  le t te rs  w hich I  w ro te  in "answ er to  
th e  various o b jectio n s th a t  w ere b ro u g h t forw ard  ag ain st 
Spiritualism  c re a te d  q u ite  a  sensation , both in  the' city  
and th e  c o u n try . T h e  A d elaid e co rresp o n d en t o f  th e  
K a p u n d a  H e r a l d  c h a ra cte rise d  th em  as  “ w ell w ritte n ,”  
and th e  w rite r  as  “  c le a r  head ed”  and “  deeply co n 
vinced.”  T h e  re ce p tio n  w h ich  th e y  m e t w ith a t  th e  
hands o f  one o f  o u r  p seu d o-co m ic w eeklies, how ever, was 
not so en co u rag in g . T h e  e d ito r  o f  th e  p ap er in question  
quoted from  o n e  o f  m y  le t te r s  as  i t  app eared  in  th e  R e 
g is te r  on  th e  g u i  bono a sp e c t o f  th e  su b ject, and consid er
a te ly  assu red  l i i s  re a d e rs  th a t  “  F i tz e r ic ” w as u ltim ately  
destined to  becom e a n  in m ate  o f  th e  A d elaid e L u n a tic  
A sylum . I n  ad d ition  to  th is  a  lead in g  a r tic le  entitled  
“ M o d em  "W itch craft”  ap p eared  in  th e  R e g is te r  a  sh o rt 
tim e ago, in  w h ich  th e  co n v ictio n  w as exp ressed  th a t  had  
th e  S p iritu alistic  s e c t  b een  in  ex is te n ce  in  m edivmal tim es  
m ost o f  th em  w ould d ou b tless h av e  foun d th e ir  w ay  to  
th e  b u rn in g  fag o ts . T h e  s tan d  th a t  i t  to ok  ag ain st

L e g e n d s  o f  t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t ,  t r a c e d  l o  t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  p r i m i t i v e  
o r i g i n ,  b y  T h o s .  L u m i s d c n  S t r a n g e ,  6 / 6 .  \

A l s o ,  b y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r  )

T h e  B i b l e ,  i s  i t  t h e  w o r d 'o f  t h e  G o d  ? 8 / 6 . . ■'
T h e  S p e a k e r ’s  C o m m e n t a r y  r e v i e w e d ,  3 / . '
T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C r e a t i o n  o n  t h e  E a r t h ,  3/ .

T h e  S o u r c e s  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  5 / 6 .
A n g e l i c  R e v e l a t i o n s ,  b y  T e r e s a  J a c o b y  ( c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n ,  

U l t i m a t i o n  a n d  d e s t i n y  o f  t h e  H u m a n  S p i r i t ) ,  7 / .
T h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  E u r o p e ,  b y  J .  W .  D r a p e r ,  

M . D . ,  L . L . D . ,  i c e . ,  2  v o l s .  1 0 / 6 .
K e y s  o f  t h e  C r e e d s ,  5 / 6 .
T h e  A l p h a ,  a  R e v e l a t i o n  b u t  n o  M y s t e r y ,  E .  M .  D e n n y ' s  4 / .
P s y c h o p a t h i c  H e a l i n g ,  A s h m a n ,  3/ .
W i l l ,  A b i l i t y ,  o r  M e n t a l  V o l i t i o n ,  w i t h  E s s a y s  o n  F r e e  W i l l  a n d  

D e s t i n y ,  J .  H a n d s ,  M . R . C . S . ,  3 / .

A p h o r i s m s ,  o f  T h o s .  P a i n e ,  1 / 6 .
R i g h t s  o f  M a n ,  d o ,  1 / 3 .
H e a l t h  H i n t s ,  h o w  t o  a c q u i r e  a n d  r e t a i n  B o d i l y  S y m m e t r y  

H e a l t h ,  V i g o u r ,  a n d  B e a u t y ,  1 / 3 .
S u m m e r  M o r n i n g ,  S o n g s  a n d  S e r m o n s ,  J o h n  P a g e  H o p p s ,  3/ .

S p i r i t  L i f e  i n  G o d  t h e  S p i r i t ,  d o ,  1/ 3.
L i f e  o f  J e s u s ,  r e - w r i t t e n  f o r  Y o u n g  D i s c i p l e s ,  1 / 3 .
L i g h t  f o r  B i b l e  R e a d e r s .  4 d .
T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  M o n ;  b y  W .  R e a d e ,  s e c o n d  E d i t i o n ,  1 1 / 6 .
T h e  O u t c a s t .  W .  R e a d e ,  5 / 6 .
B u c k l e ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  3  v o l s . ,  2 7 / .
G a t e s  A j a r ,  E .  S .  P h e l p s ,  ( c o m p l e t e )  8 d .
T h e  S p i r i t u a l  H a r p  a n d  L y r e  ( c o m b i n e d  i n  1  v o l ) ,  3 / .
O r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m s h i p  o f  C o r a  L .  V .  T a p p a n , ,  n e w  

e d i t i o n ,  8 / 6 .
W h a t  a m  I  ?— T h e  M e c h a n i s m  o f  M a n ,  b y  S e r g e a n t  C o x ,  n e w  

a n d  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n ,  v o l .  1 . 1 1 /6 .
T h e  O t h e r  W o r l d ,  o r  G l i m p s e s  o f  t h e  S u p e r n a t u r a l ,  b y  R e v e r e n d  

F .  G .  L e e ,  D . C . L ,  2  v o l s . ,  1 6 / .
C r o o k e 's  R e s e a r c h e s  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  p a r t s  1 ,  2 , - a n d  3 ,  1/ e a c h .
F i c h t e ' s  W o r k s ,  w i t h  m e m o i r  b y  D r .  W .  S m i t h ,  l a r  8 v o ,  1 5 / 6 .
T h e  C h i l d h o o d  o f  t h e  W o r l d ,  a  s i m p l e  a c c o u n t  o f  m a n  i n  e a r l y  

t i m e s ,  b y  E .  C lo d d ,  F . R . A . S . ,  1 / 3 .

S p i r i t  P e o p l e ,  W .  H .  H a r r i s o n ,  1 / 3 .
H a l f  H o u r s  w i t h  F r e e t h i n k e r s ,  1 s t  s c r i e s ;  2 / 6 ,  2 n d  D o .  2 / 6 . T w o  

v o l s ,  4 / 6 .
W o m a n  a n d  a  F u t u r e  L i f e ,  a  V i s i o n  a n d  a  f e w  p l a i n  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  

a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h i n k e r s ,  3 / .
C o n c e r n i n g  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  G .  M a s s e y ,  2 / 6 .
D i s e a s e s  o f  M o d e r n  L i f e ,  b y  D r .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  F . R . S . ,  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  

14 /
S p e n c e r ' s  E s s a y s ,  2  v o l s ,  1 7 / 6 .

S P I R I T U A L I S T I C  &  F R E E T H O U G H T  P A P E R S .

T h e  M e d i u m ,  L o n d o n  ( W e e k l y ) ,  1 0 / 6 , p e r  a n n u m .  

T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  „  „  1 5 /  „
H u m a n  N a t u r e  „  M o n t h l y  9/  „
S p i r i t u a l  M a g a z i n e  „  9 /  „

D o  d o  A m e r i c a n ,  1 0 /  „
B a n n e r  o f  L i g h t ,  B o s t o n ,  w e e k l y ,  2 2 / 6  „
S a t i r i s t ,  S y d n e y ,  w e e k l y ,  2 6 /  „  .

P O S T A G E  E X T R A .

M r s  E m m a  H a r d i n g e  B r i t t e n ' s ,  M a g n e t i c  M a c h i n e ,  a  m o s t  
c o m p l e t e  a n d  c o m p a c t  i n s t r u m e n t ,  w i t h  b o o k  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r e  o f  a l l  D i s e a s e s ,  £ 4  1 0 s  O d .

W . H . T E R R Y ,
S p iritu al an d  R efo rm  B o o k  D e p o t, 8 4  R u s s e ll S tre e t ,

T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T , S ep tem b er, 1 8 7 0  
to  A u g u st, 1 8 7 2 , in  1  Y o l .  C lo th , p n e e  1 5 s . 1 8 7 2  

to  1 8 7 4 , 1 2 s . 1 8 7 4  to  1 8 7 6 , 1 2 s . O r  th e  th re e ’ volum es  
com p lete  to  d ate , 3 6 s . W .  H .  T E R R Y .

t
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THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

c t f w A R T  &  C O . ,  P h o t o g r a p h e r s , .
°  217 BOURKE S TR E E T  E A S T. M ELBOURNE.

PremiM. Greatly ErrlarBe<l.

C o u n tr y  A g e n ts  :—
Castlemaine— H . B am ford , B u ll  S tre e t .
Sandhurst—  M r. J .  W illiam s, 3 0  B enson s A rcad e. 
Taradale— M r. C . W a r re n .
W agga W agga— W .  C . H u n ter.
Sydney- M r  P . E .  R eyn old s, 4 2 6  G eo rg e  S treet. 
A delaide—  G eo rge R ob ertson .
B am aw artha— I .  G . E g glesto n .
Tasm ania (W est Coast)— W . B . B u tto n , Levon. 

A gen ts  wanted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

J .  T Y E R M A N ’S  W O R K S .

G u ide to  S p iritu alism , 3 / .
Spiritu alism  V in d icated , 1 / -  
I s  th e re  a  D ev il ? 6d.
H y m n  B o o k , 6d . C re e d s  and D ogm as, 3d. 
S elf-C o n trad iction  o f  th e  B i b l e : A n  a b s tr a c t  o f  two 

le c tu re s  delivered a t  S y d n ey . 3d .
O n sale  b y  W .  H .  T e rry .

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
A ll k in d s o f  B o ta n ic  M e d icin e s , K e ith 's  Organic 

P re p a ra tio n s , R o o ts , B a rk s , H e r b s , T in c tu re s , Fluid  
E x t r a c t s  and S a tu r a te s , E n g lish  a n d  A m erican , Im 
p o rted  and on  sale  b y  W .  H .  T e r r y , 8 4  R u sse ll S treet.

M ed icin es sen t to a n y  p a rt  o f  th e  Colony by post or 
otherw ise, on rece ip t  o f  rem ittan ce.

“ THE HARBINGER. OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FR E E  THOUGHT
Subscription, Tow n, 5 / -  p er annum ; C ou n try , 5 /6  

N eighbouring Colonies and G re a t B rita in , 6 /-  
Subscriptions d ate  from  Sep tem ber to  A u g u st.

P H O T O  -  A.  R  T  .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
A R T I S T S ,

Specimens a t address,

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D
( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,

Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms.
4 1  C O L L I  K T S  S X H B B T  E  A .  S  1

A M E R I C A N  T E L E G R A M .
I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E

TO THOSE INTERESTED IN

XSÏC M A g H l M l S ,S E
“ Lond on, 2 9 th  S ep tem ber, 1 8 7 6 .  

" V e r y  H igh est C E N T E N N I A L  A W A R D S  to

SINGER 8EW IN G  MACHINES,
TWO MEDALS a n d  TWO DIPLOMAS.

(Sign ed) Singer M an u factu rin g C om pan y.”

S I N G E R ’ S N E W  H A N D
SEWING MACHINE,

Is the Genuine S inger M achine,
(T i i e  s a m e  a s  s o l d  c o m p l e t e  w it h  T b e a d l e .)

I t  is  fitted on  a  sm all p latform  tab le , w ith hand a cce s 
sory  attach ed . I t  is exceedin gly con v en ien t for tra v e l
lin g o r  visiting use. I t  can  be con v erted  in to  a  tread le  
m achine sim ply b y pu rch asing a  S in g er stan d  and p lac
ing th e  m achine thereon, and can be w orked by hand o r  
foot. I t  is n o t th e  C heap est, b u t i t  is th e  B e s t  H an d  
M achine ever offered to  th e  public. P r i c e ,  £ 5  5 s -  

S T A N F O R D  & C O .,
C orn er B o u rk e  and R u ssell S tree ts , M elbourne.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N ,

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  
T H O U G H T  A S S O C I A T I O N .

T h e  above A sso cia tio n  m e e ts  a t  th e  M aso n ic  H all, 
L o n sd ale  S tre e t , e v e ry  S u n d a y  ev en in g , fo r  th e  presen
ta tio n  and d iscu ssion  o f  a ll su b je c ts  p erta in in g  to  the  
sp iritu al, in te lle ctu a l, and so cia l ad v an cem en t o f  man
kind.

Conditions o f  M em b ersh ip  :— E n ro lm e n t  a n d  the pay
m ent o f  a  q u a rterly  subscriptio n , the am ount o f  which is 

f i x e d  by the en ro llin g  m em ber.

S ervice  com m en ces a t  7  p .m . J .  B .  D e e w , Sec.
8 0  Coventry St., Emerald Hill.

HIDDEN SPRINGS UNCOVERED !
T H R E E  L E C T U R E S ,

I N  R E P L Y  T O  A R C H B I S H O P  V A U G H A N .  

B y  J o h n  T t e r m a n .

P r i c e ,  1/6. ,

W . H . T e r r y , 8 4  R u s s e ll  S tre e t .

THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS.

( from

sanqstebs,

LONDON),

MAKER BV 

APPOINTMENT 

TO HER MAJESTY,

H m h d l a :

A  B O O K  F O R  T H E  T I M E S .

P r i c e ,  2 / .

A N  A sso rtm e n t o f  1 0 0  T r a c ts  an d  P am p h lets , on 
S p iritu alism  a n d  F r e e th o u g h t  su b jects , sen t to  

an y  p a r t  o f  V ic to ria  fo r  5 / .  “  T h e  M o ra l T each in gs of  
Spiritu alism ,”  an d  “ E v id e n ce s  o f  S p iritu alism ,” two 
L e c tu re s  by W .  H . T e r r y , 2 d . e ach , 1 / -  D o zen .

B R O Y E R ’ S

ECLECTIC BOTANIC MEDICINES.

INO. 26 R O Y A L  A U CA D B,
OB Hlgta Street, Carlton.

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth. 
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

MISS ARM STRONG,
Clairvoyante for Diagnoaing Disease,

3 0  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T , N E X T  D E T E C T I V E  
O F F I C E .

H e rb s , R o o ts , B a rk s , F lu id  E x t r a c t s ,  and all E c le c tic  
an d  B o ta n ic  p rep ara tio n s . F r e s h  su p p lies continually  
arriv in g .

E c le c t i c  B o ta n ic  D isp e n sa ry .

6 4  L Y G O N  S T R E E T , C A R L T O N ,  
M e l b o u r n e .

L A R G E  R O O M  f o r  th e  u se  o f  C IR C L E S .  
T erm s, 5 / -  p e r  even in g . 8 4  R u sse ll-s tre e t.

Printed by E . P u r to n t  Co., a t  th eir Office, 10« Elizabeth Street Helb°“" f  
for the Proprietor, W . H . Terry, and publifchcd by him a t 84 RuBseuo» w 
South. Melbourne-
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