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C o n s id e r a b l e  d isap p o in tm en t has been exp ressed  by 

m an y  p erso n s in te re ste d  in Sp iritu alism , a t  th e  in tim a

tio n  given  in th e  n ew sp apers th a t  th e  S t . P e tersb u rg h  

C om m ission fo r  th e  In v estig a tio n  o f  S p iritu alism  had 

given  in an  u n fav orab le  re p o rt. N o  p a rticu la rs  being  

given, th e  in feren ce  w ould  n a tu ra lly  bo th a t  th e  said  

Com m ission had a rriv e d  a t  th e ir  con clu sion  a f te r  a  

th o ro u g h  and exh au stiv e  exam in ation  o f  th o  various 

P h en o m en a o ccu rrin g  th ro u g h  m edium s o f rep u te , in 

whom  th e  g e n e ra l b o d y  o f  S p iritu alists  had d irectly  or 

in d irectly  exp ressed  confidence. T h is in feren ce, how 

ev er, w ould be a  v e ry  erro n eo u s one, and we, th erefo re , 

feel i t  in cu m b en t to  p re s e n t to  o u r  re a d e rs  th e  w hole  

fa cts  o f  th e  ca se  as g iven  by th e  H o n . D . A k sak off and  

P ro fesso r B u tlero ff , who w ere  both m em b ers o f  the  

S cien tific C om m ission allu d ed  to . T o th e  fo rm er g en 

tlem an  w as in tru s te d  th e  task  o f  finding suitable m edia  

to  b rin g  b efo re  th e  C om m ittee . T h is h e  found no easy  

m a tte r , m edium s o f  g o o d  re p u te  and stan d in g, w ere  

lo th  to  leave th e ir  sp h e re  o f  useful a c tio n  and trav el to  

a  foreign  co u n try  t o  su b m it th em selves to  th e  dictation  

o f  a  n u m b er o f  m en , n e a rly  all o f  whom  w ere opposed  

to  a  b e lie f  in  th e  p h enom en a, an d  who w ould look upon  

th em  as  im p o sters , u n til th e y  could su cceed  in th e  

fa ce  o f  all opposing in fluences in fo rcin g  co n v ictio n  upon  

th e m . A  m edium  having e v e ry  confidence in  th e  

gen u in en ess o f  h is  p o w er, w ould h esita te  b efore p lacin g  

h im self in  su ch  un favorable cond itions, for i t  is  well- 

kn ow n th a t  a  s tr o n g  op posin g m en tal influence  

n e u tra liz e s  to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t  th e  m ediu m istic pow er, 

a n d  u n less th is  c a n  b e  au g m en ted  b y  som e sym p ath etic  

su p p o rt th e  m an ifestatio n s m ay  fail e n tire ly . T h is is 

exem plified  in  th e  case  o f  th e  “  P e t t y  B o y s”  th e  first 

m edium s su b m itted  b y  M . A k sak off to  th e  C om m ittee . 

I n  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e se  B o y s  w h ilst resid en t a t  N e w 

castle , in E n g lan d , M aterializatio n  and o th er physical 

phenom ena o ccu rred  under tho s tr ic te s t te s t  conditions, 
and th e  p aren ts being w illing M . A ksakoff engaged  

them  to p roceed w ith him to  S t. P e te rsb u rg . A t  som e 

prelim inary sittin g s, held a t  his own house, a fte r  th oir  

arriv al in Russia, th e  power was found to  be m uch  

w eak er, th e  boys being w ithdraw n from  fam iliar a n d  con
gen ial surround in gs, and from  th e  p resen ce o f  th eir  
m oth er, (w ho being, also, m edium istic herself, h ad  doubt

less au g m en ted  th e ir  pow or), did n o t evolve th e  m e

dium istic au ra  in sufficient q u an tity  to  prod uce the  

ord in ary  resu lts . T h e  C om m ittee w ere read y  to  begin  

and having no o th e r  m edia available M . A ksakoff sub
m itted  th o  boys (aged  13  and 1C), b u t a f te r  fou r sittings  

w ith b u t triflin g resu lts , ho decided to  w ithdraw  thorn,

and w ait tho arriv al o f  an o th er m edium , M rs. C ----------- .

A t  th is  ju n c tu re  P rofesso r M endeleyoff, th e  C hairm an, 

o f th e  Com mission, m ost in decently  cam e forw ard and  

delivered a  le c tu re  on Spiritism , referrin g  to  th e  four 

un successful seances, and displaying a  s tro n g  anim us 

a g a in st th e  whole su b ject, from  which i t  w as evident th a t  

he h ad alread y  com e to  a  foregone conclusion.

I t  h ad  been arran g ed  b y th e  C om m ittee th a t  fo rty  

sittin g s should be held, and M . A ksakoff n atu ra lly  co n 

sidered th a t m akin g fair  allow ance for failu res h e  would  

be ab le  to  p resen t sufficient varied  and im p o rta n t phases  

o f  th e  phenom ena to  satisfy  an y  im p artial trib u n al of 
th e ir  superm undane origin. T h e  sequel proves th a t  

th e  trib u n al in question w as n o t a n  im p artial one. O n

th e  1 1 th  Ja n u a ry , M rs . C------------ w as in trodu ced to  th e

C om m ittee, and th e  u su al m anifestations which ch arac

terize  h e r  m edium ship— loud rap s, m ovem ents, and levi

ta tio n s  o f  th e  tab le , o ccu rre d  w ith g re a t s tr e n g th ;  th re e  

m o re seances held on  th e  2 5 th , 2 7 th , and 2 9 th , w ere  

prod u ctive o f  sim ilar resu lts . B e tw e e n  th e  1 1 th  and  

2 5 th  o f  th e  m o n th  th e  m edium  w as un w ell, a n d  unable  

to  a tte n d  a  sittin g  whioh h ad b een  ap p o in ted , y e t  

althou gh du e n o tice  o f  h e r  in disp osition  w as sen t to  th e  

C om m ittee, th e y  d eterm in ed  to  co u n t th e  in tend ed  

n ig h t a s  one o f  th e  fo rty  w h ich  th e y  h ad bound th em -  

selves-to hold. I n  a rra n g in g  th e  p lan  o f  th e  in vestig a

tio n  la s t y e a r  a  reso lu tio n  w as passed  th a t  im m ediately  
a f te r  e a ch  sean ce , a  r e p o r t  should be w ritte n  o u t and  

sign ed  b y  th e  w itn esses on  b o th  sides, b u t M . A k sak off



1052 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

inform s us th a t instead o f th is being done, th e  rep o rts  

w ore filled several days after, and n o t in th e  p resen ce of  

w itnesses, b u t presented  to  th em  fo r  s ig n atu re , as  p re 
p ared  by th e  Com m ission, and when th ey  cou ld  n o t be 

altered  in any p articu lar. T h e  C om m ission en cou rag ed  
persons to  a c t  as  eavesdroppers, peeping th ro u g h  the  

keyholes, & c., and th en  record ed th eir p riv ate  te s ti
m ony in th eir rep o rts , and althou gh a cce p tin g  su ch  u n 
reliable porsonal testim on y, a c tu a lly  refu sed  th e  offer of 

M . A ksakoff to  se le c t a  lady o f  th e ir  acq u ain tan ce for 

th e  purpose o f  exam ining th e  fee t o f  th e  lady m edium, 

u n d er th e  p r e te x t th a t  personal testim o n y  w as n o t co n 

vincing ! M . A ksakoff s ta te s  th a t th e  re p o rts  a re  in ac
cu ra te , as  dem on strated  by th e  individual re p o rts  m ade  

b y him solf and o th er w itnesses and on th e  1 3 th  F eb ru ary  

he learned th a t th e  re p o rt o f  tho sean ce  o f  J a n u a r y  27  
w as n o t filled up. T he w itnesses o r  friends o f  th o  medium  

w ere  n o t allowed copies o f  th e  re p o rt, b u t M . M cn -  

deleyefT and M . Bobileff published e x p a rte  statem en ts  

ch aracterizin g th e  m anifestations as  trick ery  and im pos

tu re . B u t  th e  clim ax was y e t  to  be reach ed, and i t  co n 

sisted in th e  C om m itteo insisting on th e  m edium s a c 

cep tin g  th eir conditions absolutely , giving tho m edium s 

n o voice in th e  m a tte r , and second ly, deciding th a t  th e  

sittin g s for th e  in vestigation should term in ate  in M ay. 
M . A ksakoff had w ith consid erab le difficulty secu red  th e  
services o f  th e  celeb rated  D r  Slade, who i t  w as arran g ed  
should roach  R u ssia  ab o u t th o  fall o f  tho y ear, th is fact  
w as fully known to  th e  C om m ittee, y e t  in tho face o f  it  
th ey  decided w ithout an y  ad eq uate reaso n  to  block him  
put by closin g th e  in vestigation before he could possibly  
arriv e . T h ese , and o th e r equally dishonorable actio n s  
on fho p a r t o f  th e  C om m ittee, induced M . A k sak off to  
send in a  p ro te s t to  th em , and w ithdraw  th e  m edium , 

H e  s a y s :— “ B u t  in view o f  th e  m ethods to  which th e  
C om m ittee has now  stooped, all fu rth e r  in vestig ation , a t  
le a s t w ith th e  p resen t m edium , is im possible. I  h av e  no
rig h t to  leave M rs . C -----------  in  ig n o ran ce  o f  w h at

people w rite ab o u t h e r, an d  th ese  w ritin gs co n sist o f  

dishonorable a ttem p ts  to  prove th a t  she is an  im poster. 

U n d e r  th e  circu m stan ces , I  d o n o t feel m yself w ar
ra n te d  in an y  lo n g er sub jectin g a  p riv a te  person, and  

especially a  lady, to  un called  fo r  accu sation s, which to  

anyone who feels him self in n ocen t o f  in tend ed frau d  a re  

highly  in su lting.”  Seein g th a t  leg itim ate  in vestigation  

o n  a  fairly  scientific basis is  n o t p racticab le  w ith th e  p re 

s e n t Com m ission, who a r e  evid en tly  d eterm in ed  to  

b u rk e  th e  enquiry, M . M . A k sak off a n d  B u tlero ff, have  

w ithd raw n fro m  it , a n d  th e  Com m ission h as been  

a b ru p tly  b ro u g h t to  a  clo se  afte r  holding eig h t sittings. 

W h ile  i t  is  to  be r e g re tte d  th a t  a n  in vestigation  which  

in  i ts  in cep tio n  prom ised so  w ell, should have th ro u g h  

th e  p reju d ice  o f  its  C hairm an com e t o  so u n satisfacto ry  

a  term in atio n , th e re  is  a  lesso n  to  be learn ed  from  it ,  
an d  th a t  is th e  inadvisab ility  o f  u rg in g  scientific bigots  

to  app roach  th e  su b ject. T h eir" en d orsem en t o f  th e  

ph enom en al fa cts  is  n o t  w a n te d ;  th e re  is am ple evi

d en ce o f  th ese fa cts  to  satisfy  a n y  p erso n  who can  be 

convinced b y  evidence alone, a n d  f o r  th o se  who have 

o cu la r  d em on stration  i t  c a n  g en era lly  be obtained by  

d ilig en tly  seeking. O n e  by o n e  th e  m o re  liberal 

a n d  philosophical sd e n tis ts  ap p ro ach  th e  su b ject 

sp on tan eou sly , a n d  th ese  in variably  becom e con

v in c e d 'o f  i ts  fa c ts , b y  t i e s e  m eans th e  p o w er and

influence o f  Spiritu alism  is b ein g  leg itim ately  

in creased , w hilst b y a tte m p tin g  to  p ro se ly ty ze  

th o se  w hose m inds a re  u n p rep ared  fo r  th e  re ce p tio n  o f  

th e  Sp iritu al Philosophy, no su b stan tial re su lts  a c c ru e .  

M . M . A k sak off and B u tle ro ff  in ten d  to  p u rsu e  th e ir  

P sych ological s tu d ies  in d ep en d en t o f  th e  Com m ission, 

and will doubtless a t t r a c t  to w ard s th em  th o s e  who can  

beneficially jo in  th em  in th e  w ork. B y  th is  m eans m ore  

su b stan tial g o o d  will u ltim ately  be done fo r  th e  cau se  

th a n  w ould have resu lted  from  th e  M orib und Scien tific  

Com mission.

S O U L  A N D  M A T T E R .

(A  com m u nication  received  a t  a  M elb ou rn e c irc le  on  
M on d ay evening, 2 6  J u n e , 1 8 7 6 .)

T h e  m edium  con tro lled  b y  E m a n u e l Sw eden borg, 
spoke as follow s :—

Oh sou rce  and c e n tr e  o f  all in sp iration , in clu d in g all 
beings within th e  p e rfe ct circle  o f  th y  m y stic  pow er—  
within its  influence we live and m ove an d  have ou r  
being. W e  tu rn  to  th ee  in th y  m agn ificen ce an d  pow er, 
and open to  th ee th e  in m o st san ctu aries  o f  o u r  e a rth ly  
being, while o u r  souls feel th y  in sp iratio n  stea lin g  over 
th em .

W  e p ra y  and open th e  soul w ith a ll its  pow ers to  th ee  
who a r t  th e  L o rd , T o  th e e  w e tu rn  as  flow ers to  th e  
sun ; a t  th y  to u ch  w e op en as th e  flow ers, a n d  receive  
th e  fu ll blessing o f  th y  b eam s. T o e v e ry  fibre o f  ou r  
h e a r t  th o  w arm  influence o f  th y  love ex ten d s, and w e  
g ro w  and s tre tch  to  heaven and to  th ee .

C on sider tho n a tu re  o f  th e  soul. C on sid er as  fa r  as  
y o u r  in telligen ce will p e rm it y o u , its  ch a ra cte ristics  
m anifested to  y o u  th ro u g h  m a tte r , i ts  a ttrib u te s  
m anifested to  y o u  w ithin yo u rselves, its  n a tu re  as  
p ictu red  b y y o u  in  y o u r h ig h e r id eals . C on sid er w h at 
th is pow er is  w hich is so s tra n g e  and so divided in its  
n atu re  from  th a t  w h ich  y o u  ca ll m a tte r . I t  is  in vain  
th a t  you look aro u n d  for an y  m ateria l lik en ess o f  it , 
and y e t  look w h ere y o u  will y o u  see  its  m a te ria l e x 
pression. Y e t ,  m ark  th e  difference betw een th e  e x p re s 
sion and tho th in g . W o rd s  a r e  th e  m eans o f  exp ressin g  
y o u r th o u g h ts , y e t  how fa r  is  th o u g h t rem ov ed  from  
w ords. W o rd s  a r e  m ere  sounds, v ib ration s o f  th e  
atm osph ere, th e  o th e r is  th e  d ire c t evidence o f  th e  
Bpirit, th e  em blem  o f  th e  soul. C on sid er th is  w ell, in  
i t  y o u  have th e  first g r e a t  k e y  n e ce ssa ry  to  th e  solu tio n  
o f th e  problem  o f  th e  h ig h er u n iverse. W h e r e  is th e  
dividing lino ?  T h is is  th e  qu estion  th a t  m u st co m e to  
y o u  in  y o u r hours o f  m ed itation . T h is is th e  qu estion  
o f  questions aro u n d  which m aterialists  and sp iritu alists  
m e e t in fierce conflict, and th is  q u estion  m u st he th e  
te s t  o f  th e  tru e  sp iritu alist. M a tte r  does n o t  b y  
infinitesim al g rad atio n s becom e sp irit, n o r  can  sp irit be  
reach ed  b y an y  process o f  m aterial volition. B etw een  
th a t  sp ir it w hich think s, feels, asp ire s , b etw een  i t  and  
m a tte r  th e re  is  a  g r e a t  g u lf  fixed, a n d  y e t  rem em b er, 
th e  palpable exp ression  o f  th a t  sp ir it c a n  n e v e r  be foùnd  
e x c e p t th ro u g h  m a tte r . N e v e r  fou n d  in  y o u r  sensible  
exp erien ce , n e v e r  visible to  y o u r  s ig h t o r  p ercep tib le  
to  y o u r to u ch , s ca rce ly  is  i t  to  be foun d b y  reaso n . I t  
on ly  daw ns up on  y o u  w h en  in  th e  d ep th s o f  y o u r  ow n  
consciou sness y o u  feel th a t  o m n ip o ten t p o w er th a t  also  
swayB an d  co n tro ls  w orlds and th e  destinies o f  m en  and  
n ation s. B u t  y o u  c a n n o t fu lly  com p reh en d  th is  m igh ty  
p o w er on  a cco u n t o f  w h a t y o n  c a ll m a tte r .

T h en  ag ain  i n  th o se  h o u rs  o f  su p rem e elevation  
w h ich  i t  is g iv en  y o u  occasion ally  t o  know . T h ose  
h o u rs  w hen y o u  a r e  lifted  in  th e  sp ir it a s  i t  w e re , and  
elev ated  from  th e  co m m o n  level in to  a n  e th e re a l a tm o s
p h ere , w hen a n  u n seèn  influence s tea ls  o v e r  y o u , a n d  
y o u  fee l a  u n ion  a n d  h arm o n y  w h ich  is  b ey on d  e xp res
sion . I n  th ose, m o m en ts  y o u  m ay  p e rh a p s  a tta in  
t o  Borne co n cep tio n  o f  sp irit-an d  m a tte r . *

M a tte r  1 w onderful, g loriou s, m arvellou s a tt r ib u te  o f  
f W . y e U m t  a  to o l, a  to y  t o  sp ir it . S m rit  !
m vim ble in  its  ow n sh ap es a n d  fash ion s, y e t  co n tro llin g  
a n d  ru lin g  th a t  w h ich  b e a rs  n o lik è n e ss  to  i t ,  irifluenm hg
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i t  in su ch  a  m an n er as to  enab le it to  b e a r its  m essage. 
M a tte r  so m iracu lo u s in th e  infinitesim al grad ation s of 
pow er i t  possesses, so  harm oniously w o rk in g  as if 
indeed th e re  w as a  w o rk er; so b eau tifu lly  and delicately  
unfolded a re  its  variou s ty p e s  an d  form s. W h a t wonder 
th a t som e m en  sh u t th e ir  eyes to  th a t  m ysteriou s sp irit 
which seem s to  e n te r  b y  th e  little  d oors ip th e  higher 
tow ers o f  th e  in te lle ct, w h at w onder if  som e stand in 
awe o f  th is  v ast m ach in e, th is  stu p en d ou s, and ap p aren tly  
om n ip oten t c re a tio n , and to  th in k  th a t w ithin its  
m ysteriou s d ep th s th e re  is also  hidden th e  powers o f  
th o u g h t, and sense,' and sp eech . T he strain in g  o f  the  
in te llect, th e  ten sion  o f  th e  m ind in try in g  to  grasp  th ese  
v ast ideas, w eak ens th e  v e ry  t ie  w hich links th e  sp irit 
to  th e  body. I t  is  o n ly  du rin g som e specially favour
able m om en ts c a n  y o u  v e n tu re  to  con sid er th e  tru e  
n atu re  o f  th e  sou l, i t  is only a t  fixed tim es th a t you  
can  v en tu re  to  u n rav el it . I t  is only a t  th e  flood tide o f  
sp iritu al p o w er th a t  y o u  a re  enabled to  r ise  above th ose  
low step s, w hich a t  its  low  w a te r  lie bare.

N ow  th is  should be th e  h o u r w hen all y o u r spiritual

Sirceptions a re  qu icken ed and brigh ten ed , stripp ed of 
eir flesh to  g rasp  th e se  th o u g h ts  for in th em  lies the  

safe g u a rd  an d  th e  tr u th  in conceivab le to  ord in ary  m inds.
O f th e  m an ifestatio n s and expressions o f  th e  soul in 

n atu re  w e need n o t  s p e a k ; a r e  y o u  n o t in yourselves  
living exem plifications o f  it.

I s  n o t ev ery  flow er, ev ery  blade o f  g ra ss , ev ery  form  
and shape o f  anim al life a n  exp ression  o f  its m anifesta
tio n  risin g  h ig h e r a n d  h ig h e r ?  E em em b er however, 
alw ays th a t  th e  exp ressio n  is  n o t th e  th ing , but they  
a re  fa r  v e ry  fa r  divided. W h a t  th e  th in g  itse lf  is , we 
proceed  to  co n sid er. I n  o rd e r  to  in stitu te  a  com parison, 
th in k  fo r  a  m o m en t o f  som ething, w hich y o u  yo u rself  
have planned, so m e good deed it  m ay be, even perchan ce  
so sm all a n  a c t  a s  g iv in g  a  few  coin s to  a  suffering fellow  
being. W h a t  co n n ectio n  is th e re  betw een th e  th ou g h t 
th a t  p ro m p ts th a t  a ctio n , and th e  actio n  itself. T he  
p ain ter’s  sou l is  perhapB im bued w ith th e  deep est feelings 
o f  rev eren ce , lo ve a n d  ad m iratio n , a n d  y o u  see  his 
th ou g h ts tra n s la te d  b y th e  beau tiful co lo u rs on  his 
c a n v a s ; w h ere  is th e  lin k  b etw een  th e  con cep tion  and 
th e  th in g  ?

N e x t  le t  u s  co n sid er w h at a re  th e  ch a ra cte ristics  of 
souls ?  A r e  th e y  m oving ab o u t in w orlds w ith slow  and  
fa lterin g  fe e t ? ah  no ! w e a re  tem p ted  to  exclaim , how  
different is  th e  w orld  o f  soul from  th e  w orld o f m atter . 
W h a t sud den sw ift f a r  d artin g  m otio n  in th o  one, w hat 
slow  and h esita tin g  p ro g ress  in th e  o th er. W h a t  divine 
en erg y  asp ira tio n  an d  w h at jo y  is ob servab le in tho soul’s 
career, w h at la c k  o f  a ll th ese  th in g s and o f  m any m ore  
is a p p a re n t in  e v ery th in g  co n n ected  w ith th e  flesh. 
S p irit is  im m u tab le, e tern al, in fin ite ; sp irit is God: 
I h is  is w h a t th e  in sp ired  have d ream t of, th is  is w h at 
th e ir  feeble lips have u tte re d , a f te r  h av in g gained a  
fu ller com p reh en sio n  o f  d ivin ity  and hu m anity .

S p irit p ro g resses  a n d  exp resses  itse lf  m ore and m ore  
clearly  as  m ay  b e  illu s tra te d  by th e  p layer, who begins 
p erhap s, w ith  his to y  w h is tle ; passes on th ro u g h  th e  
variou s g rad es , t i l l  a t  la s t  his fingers ru le  th e  m ighty  
o rg an . T h e  p erso n  is  th e  sam e, b u t his pow ers have 
been developed a n d  refin ed.

O f  th e  n a tu re  o f  sp irit, w e can  say  little , th ou g h  w e  
know  m u ch  a n d  w e hope to  know  m u ch  m o r e ; and we 
w ill im p a rt as  m u ch  as  i t  is  possible, o r as  m uch as i t  is 
w ise fo r  y o u  t o  re ce iv e  w hile th o se  n a tu re s  o f  y o u rs  a re  
in  th e ir  p re s e n t s ta te .

T h e re  a r e  so m e w ho h av e  th e  m ateria l fram e en tirely  
u n d er th e  dom inion o f  th e  sp iritu al. T h e s e . b reath e  a 
sp iritu al a tm o sp h ere , and live on  sp iritu al food— they  
c a n  afford to  d isre g a rd  th e  envelope w hich surrounds  
th e  sa cre d  fla m e ; th e y  n eed  b u t  li ttle , and th e y  stay  
n o t lo n g . T h e y  a r e  o f  a  d ifferen t r a c e  o r  species to  th e  
g en erality  o f  m ankind n o n e o f  th e  ru les  o f  science  
a r e  o f  a n y  avail t o  th e m . T h e y  can  d isregard  th e  m ost 
vital _ law s o f  p h y sical ex is te n ce , f o r  th e y  a r e  n o t  
p h ysical, th e y  a r e  s p ir itu a l;  liv in g  alm o st w ith o u t food, 
w ith o u t e x e rcise  o r  effort. T h ey  a r e  in  co n s ta n t com 
m union w ith  th o se  w ho h av e  go n e before, and th e y  live 
lives o f  co n s ta n t m ed ita tio n  an d  p ra y e r , a n d  a tta in  to  a  
stan d ard  o f  sp ir itu a l d ev elop m en t, f a r  hidden to  th e  
g en era lity  o f  m ankind , T h e y  derive th e ir  nourishm ent

th rou gh  chan nels n o t op en to  th e  g re a te r  p art o f  
hum anity. A nd th is g re a te r  freedom  o f  spirit releases  
them  in a m easure from  th e  co n tro l o f m atter . There  
is a  point in th e  organism  o f  each m an, to  which he 
o u g h t to  rise, viz., th a t p ro p er balance betw een th e  
spiritual and m aterial forces, w hich will enable him to  
retain  his life, and to  use th ose forces to  th e  fullest 
advantage.

T hese m a tte rs  m ust be th ou g h t o v er carefully, each  
one for himself. E a ch  m an m ust be a law to  himself, 
and as  he needs spiritual o r  m aterial food, o r  feels in 
w an t o f in tellectu al, sensual o r  spiritual en joym en t to  
flavor his life, so he m u st obtain th em . E a c h  one in so 
doing, fu rth ers his ow n d ev elop m en t; and each in so 
doing prom otes th e  ob ject o f th e  higher life. W e  will 
tak e  th is su b ject and discourse as a  basis, and on futu re  
occasions we will fu rth er expan d topics which are  only 
lightly tou ch ed  on h ere , b u t which if  n o t fully under
stood, will leave th e  re s t u n satisfacto ry . G ood night.

<310 ^ o i n m a p o n d f u t s .

Com munications f o r  insertion in  this J o u r n a l  should be 
p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

Several le tte rs  and poem s received— b u t from  pressure  
on ou r space, m u st be held ov er un til n e x t num ber.

W H Y  N O T  I N V E S T IG A T E  ?

TO T H E  E D IT O B  OF T H E  H A B B IN G E B  OF L IG H T .
S i b ,— A s I  have now been a  read er o f y o u r p ap er for 
th e  la s t seven o r  e ig h t m onths, I  desire to  exp ress  the  
gratification  I  have experienced, w hen p eru sin g  its

5ages. Though n o t a th orou g h  believer in  Spiritualism , 
am  y e t  con strain ed  to  b e a r w itness to  th e  scientific  

m an n er in which th a t su b ject is tr e a te d  in y o u r jo u rn al. 
H av in g  been b ro u g h t up in th e  “  o rth od o x faith ,” w ith
o u t  any op portu nity  o f  in vestigatin g th e  claim s o f  
S p iritu alism , I  have alw ays regard ed  it  till  la tely , as 
only a  m odern form  o f  m edieval sup erstition . A n d  how  
can  people arriv e  a t  an y  o th e r  conclusion , w hen its  
lite ra tu re  is s tric tly  prohibited b y th e ir  p riestly  guides P 
T o m y aston ishm ent I  find now, th a t a ll its  preten sions  
r e s t  on  a  p u rely  scientific basis, and everyth in g  th a t  is 
spasm odic and irreg u lar, is  re jected  by its  sup porters, 
in  toto. F o r  m any y e a rs  I  h av e  been fam iliar w ith th e  
w ork s o f  Sw edenborg, which I  con sid er a  very  good  
to n ic , w hen th e  sp iritu al system  has becom e enfeebled  
bv th e  nau seatin g and copious doses, adm inistered from  
th e  popular p u lp it ;  excep tin g  in such cases  th a t  have  
becom e ch ron ic. I  have heard i t  said all who believe  
in Spiritualism , a re  w eak-m inded d u p e s ;  a n d  y e t  pur 
o rth od o x guides un hesitatin gly  appeal to  ou r cred u lity , 
w hen th e y  think p ro p er to  ann ou n ce, e x  cathedra, som e 
rem arkab le item s o f  B ible h isto ry , such as  th e  serp en t 
up-ending itse lf  and w hispering so ft th in g s to  E v e ; 
B alaam  and h is ass ch an gin g  places for Hie n o n ce, and  
o th er extrao rd in ary  o ccu rren ces. T h ey  do n o t a tte m p t  
any explanation  o f  su ch  u n u su al phenom ena, b u t sim ply  
dem and th e ir  accep tan ce  as  lite ra l facts . T h ey  m ay be 
tru e  o r  o th e rw ise ;  b u t aB th e  sources o f inform ation  
have passed th ro u gh  so m an y channels, i t  is h ard  to  say  
w h at is  au th en tic . A  clerica l friend was stayin g  a t  ray  
house a  few  m onths ago , a n d  seeing th e  H a rb in g e r  on  
th e  tab le, he to ok  i t  up and looked in to  it. A f te r  a lew  
m in u tes' exam ination , as a  re su lt o f  th is  w onderful fe a t,  
h e  exclaim ed, “  som e people w ould believe th e  m oon is 
m ade o f  g reen  cheese ■, evidently in ten d in g  th is  to  
convey his concep tion  o f  th e  in telligen ce o f  an y  c ircle  
who w ould ap p reciate  su ch  in te llectu al food. A n d  y e t  
th is  v e ry  individual w ould o h  a  fittin g  occasion , m oun t 
th e  ro stru m , and unbluBhingly a s se r t  on  his ow n ip se  diwit, 
w ith o u t a n y  a tte m p t a t  a rg u m e n t, th in g s  to ta lly  opposed  
to  reaso n  and m an ’s ra tio n al in stin cts . I  could have  
rem inded m y friend o f  th e se  th in g s, b u t as  h e  w as fflv 
g u est a t  th e  tim e, i t  w ould Scarcely h av e  been cifril. 
S m o th er frien d w ho is  also  a  lav  p reach er, w as visiting  
ou r house, w hen h e  w as ask ed  b y o n e  o f  th e  fam ily to  
jo in  a  ^circle. H is  an sw er w as. “  I  w ouldn’t  lend y o n  
m y nam e fo r  th e  p u rp ose .”  A n d  so i t  is  th a t  m o st
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people avoid investigation, for fear o f  having th e  dogm as  
annihilated , to  which th ey  are  so mfich a ttach ed . A s  I  
said before, I  am  n o t a  sp iritu alist, for th e  phenom ena  
con n ected  with the science is o f  so ex tra o rd in a ry  a  kind, 
th a t  i t  m ust be seen to be believed. I  how ever, hold  
th e  testim on y o f its advocates, o f sufficient im p o rtan ce, 
to  ren d er i t  a  fa ir  su b ject for in vestigation . The  
a ttitu d e  I  occupy is th a t  o f wishing to  believe, on  
sufficient evidence. I t  has been well said th a t b elief is 
involuntary , and i t  all depends on  th e  quality o f  the  
evidence. This is th e  case  w ith th ose th a t think for 
th em selves. T he m ajority  who tak e  th e ir  th ou g h ts from  
oth ers, m ay be said to  have no belief a t  all. I f  w e can  
believe th a t spiritual m anifestations, o ccu rre d  a t  one  
period o f  th e  w orld’s h isto ry , we m ay suppose them  
possible now ; as n othing o f  th is kind could happen only  
in agreem en t with som e law , and no divine law can be 
ab rog ated , because w h atever issues from  th is sou rce  is 
p erfect, and th erefore needs no alteration  o r  rem oval. 
W e  m igh t as well suppose th a t tw ice 2  would m ake 5, 
o r  a  stra ig h t line would n o t be th e  sh o rte s t d istan ce  
betw een tw o pointB, as to  im agine th e  econom y o f n atu re  
to  be subverted.

I  am , Sir,
T o u rs  tru ly ,

I N V E S T IG A T O R .
N o rth  C oast, Tasm ania.

D IS C O U R S E S  A N D  S A Y I N G S  O F  J E S U S .

TO T H E  E D IT O R  O F T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T .
S ir ,— T he sta tem en t ap p earin g  in th e  Spectator  and  

M ethodist C hronicle  o f  1 7 th  Ju n o , th a t th e  seven last 
v erses o f  th e  laBt ch a p te r  o f  M ark , and th e  7 th  v erse  o f  
th e  5 th  ch a p te r  o f th e  1 s t E p is tle  o f  Jo h n  a ro  spurious  
and stru ck  o u t  o f  th o  N ew  T e stam en t b y th e  R evision  
C om m ittee , induced th e  w riter  to  exam in e som e o f th e  
discou rses and sayin gs o f J e s u s  aB re la te d  in th e  four 
G ospels— w ith th e  following re su lt, which you will 
please in sert in n e x t numbfar o f  th e  H a rb in g er .

M atth ew  relates a  d iscou rse delivered by Je su s  to  th e  
tw elve, and y e t  am ong th e ir  nu m b er wo find Ju d a s  who 
b etray ed , and P e te r  who forsw ore, his M aster . I t  is 
s tra n g e  th a t  ho should single th em  o u t for th o  purpose  
o f  diffusing his religion  th ro u g h  th e  w orld , if  he had 
any foreknow ledge o f  th e ir  faith lessn ess, and th a t th ey  
should p rov e tra ito rs  to  his cau se . A nd y e t  J o h n  de
clares  th a t  “ J e su s  knew  from  th e  beginning who th ey  
w ere th a t  believed n o t, and who should b etray  him .”  
( J o h n  6— 6 4 ).

“  T hese tw elve J e su s  sen t fo rth , and com m anded them , 
sayin g , “ G o n o t in to  th e  w ay o f  th e  G en tiles, and into  
a n y  c ity  o f  th e  S am aritan s e n te r  y e  n o t ; b u t g o  ra th e r  
to  th e  lo st sheep o f  th e  house o f  I s r a e l .”  (M a tth e w  1 0 —  
5 ,  6 .)

T h e  com m and to  th ese tw elve “ n o t to  go in to  th e  w ay  
o f  th e  G en tiles, n o r  to  e n te r  in to  an y  c ity  o f tho Sam a
r ita n s ,”  seem s a  moBt extrao rd in ary  w ay o f  declarin g his 
m ission t o  th e  w orld a t  la rg e , and exp o ses th o  narrow  
view s Je su s  e n terta in ed  in  confining salvation to  th e  
lo s t  sheep o f  th e  house o f  Is ra e l. B u t  J e s u s  w s b  a  Jew  
him self, h ad  been b ro u g h t up in all th e  p reju dices o f  his 
co u n try m e n , and h ad  im bibed a ll th e ir  exclu siv e  ideas of 
G o d  a n d  h is p rov id en ce ; and he firm ly believed th a t  
th e  M essiah  w as prom ised to  th em  alone, and to  be 
lim ited  to  th e  “ ch o sen  peop le o f Isra e l.”

T h is  s p ir it  is  ag ain  displayed w hen th e  woman o f  
C an aan  b eseech es  him  to  c u re  h e r  d au gh ter, and he r e 
fuses, say in g , “  I  am  n o t  sen t, b u t  u n to  th e  lo s t sheep of 
th e  h o u se o f  I s r a e l .  I t  is  n o t  m eet-to  tak e  th e  child
r e n ’s  b read  an d  t o  c a s t  i t  to  dogs.”  (M a tth e w  1 5 — 2 4 ,  
2 6 . )  S tra n g e  lan g u ag e  th is  in th e  m outh  o f  th e  Saviour, 
calling ev ery o n e  b u t  th e  Je w s  b y  th e  abusive te rm  of 
dogs an d  sw ine, a n d  lim itin g salvation to  a  sm all sectio n  
of people liv in g  in  Ju d e a .

After th e se  positive d eclaratio n s o f  Je su s  th a t  his  
saving grace was to  be limited to th e  h o u se o f  Is ra e l (a  
m ere fraction of mankind), and which w ere a f te rw a rd s  
confirmed by the Apostles th em selv es, in  th e ir  s tro n g  
opposition to Paul when he proposed to  ex te n d  his  
preaching t o  th e  Gentiles ;  th e  early  C h ristian s felt 
themselves in a  dilemma, whose ord ers to  obey— P a u l

o r J e s u s . B u t  a less scru p u lo u s follow er soon settled  
th is  point, by su rrep titio u sly  in sertin g  a  few  p assag es  a t  
th e  end o f M ark ’s G o sp el, w h ereb y  J e s u s  is  m ad e to  
c o n tra d ic t him self, by com m an din g th em , “ G o y e  in to  
all th e  w orld , an d  p re a ch  th e  G o sp el to  e v e ry  c re a tu r e .”  
(M a rk  1 6 - 1 5 . )  . J  a ,

T h is o rd e r  w as never q u estio n ed , an d  th e  d iscrep an cy  
w as easily  g o t rid  of, by exp lain in g i t  as  “  a n  a f te r 
th o u g h t o f  J e su s  !”  B u t  th e  c ri tic a l acu m en  and r e 
search  o f  th e  p resen t ag e  have discovered  th a t  th is  p as
sa g e  is a  grave fo rg ery  o f th e  e a rly  C h r is tia n s ; for th a t  
th e  tw elve last v erses o f  M ark  a re  w an tin g  a lto g e th e r  
in th e  early  G reek  cop ies, as  p rov ed  b y J e ro m e  and  
G reg o ry , A .D . 3 7 1 . G reg o ry  s ta te s  th a t  in th e  m ost 
e x a c t  cop ies o f M a rk ’s G ospel, i t  co n clu d es w ith th e  
w ords, “ for th e y  w ere afraid ,”  and J e ro m e  say s , “ th a t  
in all th e  G reek  copies th e  la s t tw elv e  v erses o f  M a rk  
w ere w an tin g.”

“ H e  th a t  believeth  and is bap tised  shall b e  saved, 
b u t ho th a t  believeth n o t, shall be dam ned.”  (M a r k  16  
— 1 6 .)

W h a t can we think o f such w ith erin g in fluence, w here  
th e  fear o f  con seq u en ces is a  s tro n g e r  p rin cip al th a n  love  
o f  tru th  i w h ere sp ecu latio n  is paraly zed  by th e  b elief  
th a t conclu sion s, h o n estly  arriv ed  a t ,  will be punished  
by a  ju s t  and good G od , by e te rn a l d am nation , o r  by  
seeing in every  te x t  o f  S crip tu re  a foreg on e conclu sion , 
w ith which th e  re su lts  o f  in qu iry , m u st a t  a n y  exp en se  o f  
sophistry and self-deception , be m ad e to  sq u are  1

T h e  excision o f  th ese  7  v erses in M ark  m u st be fe lt as 
a  heavy strok e to  m issionary lab our th ro u g h o u t th e  
w orld, and th o  passage 1 Jo h n , 5 , 7 , which affirm s th e  
D o ctrin e  o f  th e  T rin ity  so stro n g ly , will be fe lt equally  
d estru ctive  to  i ts  ex isten ce  for an y  len g th en ed  p eriod  as  
a  D o ctrin e  o f  th e  C hu rch .

Je su s , m oreover, to ld  his disciples to  “ p reach , Baying, 
th e  K in gd om  o f  H eaven is a t  h an d " (M a tth e w  1 0 — 7 ) ,  
e x a ctly  w h at Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t had an n o u n ced . A nd  
Je su s , th erefo re , w as lite ra lly  following in his s te p s . I t  
m ay be asked, W h y  did he n o t an n ou n ce h im self a t  on ce  
as  th e  M essiah, if  he really  believed him self to  be s o ?  
T h o tru th  is , th a t he did n o t a t  th is tim e in du lge in th ese  
lofty views o r  asp ire  to  th e  M essiahship. H e  th erefo re  
ven tured  n o fa rth e r  th a n  J o h n , to  p rep are  th e  w ay  for  
th e  M essiah ’s ex p e cte d  com ing. This is  c le a rly  shown  
in verse 2 3 ,  “ F o r  verily  I  say  u n to  y o u , y e  shall n o t  
have go n e ov er th e  cities  o f Is ra e l till th e  Son o f  M an  
be com e.”  V irtu a lly  sayin g, th e  Son o f M a n  has n o t  
y e t  com e, b u t th a t  before th e y  had com pleted  th e ir  m is
sion he w ould app ear.

A ll th a t  w as req u ired  o f th o  co n v erts  a t  th is  tim e  was 
m erely a b elief in C h rist, and an  im m ersion  in w a te r  w ith  
prom ise o f rep en tan ce . I t  does n o t ap p ear th a t  a  belief  
in a  T rin ity  o r  th e  G odhead o f  J e s u s , o r O rigin al Sin, o r  
an A to n em en t, w as required  o f  th em . J e s u s  w as m erely  
an n ou n ced  to  th em  “ as  a  m an”  (A c ts  2 — 2 2 ) ,  and th is  
was th e  Je w ish  b elief o f  th e ir  ex p e cte d  M essiah . T h ey  
looked for a  m an  o f sufficient pow er and influence to  de
liver th em  from  th e  R om an  y o k e ; and i t  is  c le a r  th a t  
th e  firs t disciples ad h ered  to  J e s u s  on ly , b ecau se  th ey  
believed th a t  lie  was soon to  com e as a  v icto rio u s p rin ce  
under whom  th e y  exp ected , acco rd in g  to  his prom ise, 
places and p referm en t in  th e  kingdom  he w as a b o u t to  
establish.

U n til  th e  tim e  o f  th e  R efo rm  atio n  th e re  w as n o safety  
for th o  people b u t in th e  bosom  o f  th e  R o m a n  C h u rch , 
and n o a lte rn a tiv e  b u t to  b e  b o rn , a n d  ed u cated , and  
die in  its  holy com m u nion. A s  a ll in th e  a rk  w ere saved; 
and all o u t o f  i t  w ere  drow ned, so i t  w as proclaim ed  in 
reg ard  to  th e  C h u r c h ; a n d  a ll o u t  o f  its  p ale  w e re  de
n o u n ced  as  re p ro b a te s  and o u tca sts . D u rin g  th is  long  
and d reary  p erio d , g e n e ra tio n  a f te r  g e n e ra tio n  passed  
aw ay, a n a  m ankind w ere b o m  an d  b ap tized , an d  con
fessed, ar.d a n o in te d ; and starv ed , an d  w hipped, and  
to rtu re d , and b u rn ed — till th e  m ost p e rfe c t u n iform ity  
p revailed  th ro u g h o u t C h risten d om — and th u s  w as C h ris
t ia n ity  p erm an en tly  e s ta b lish e d !

F o r  n e a rly  tw o h u n d red  y e a rs  a f te r  th e  R efo rm atio n  
th e  leav en  o f  p rie s tc ra ft still con tin u ed  ferm en tin g  ; and  
i t  w as consid ered  b y  tlie  P r o te s ta n t C h u rch es  a  crim e  
w o rse th a n  sacrileg e  to  d isp u te th e  d ivin ity  o f  a n y  o f  th e  
books o f  th e  N e w  T estam en t. F u ll  tw o  ce n tu rie s  elap sed
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before P ro te s ta n ts  v en tu red  to  re tu rn  to  th e  sam e liberty  
o f  thinking as th e  P rim itiv e  C h ristian s, and up to  the  
present tim e a  search in g  and con scien tiou s inquiry has 
gone on, stead ily  p rog ressin g , in th e  in vestigation o f  the  
tru th  and gen u in en ess o f  S crin tu re  ; and , th rou gh  the  
liberality  o f  th e  p re se n t a g e , lib e rty  o f  con scien ce and 
and r ig h t o f  p riv ate  ju d g m e n t a re  in g en era l resp ected .

In  a  rev ela tio n  th u s  professing to  em an ate froip God 
himself, his ow n n a tu re  o u g h t su rely  to  be s ta ted  so 
clearly  as to  leav e  n o  room  for d o u b t o r  u n certain ty . 
On th is im p o rta n t p o in t, how ever, aw ful differences of  
opinion ex is t.

T he T rin itarian s find in th e  B ible th a t  th ere  is one  
God in th re e  persons, each  o f  whom is G od,— hence th ere  
are th re e  G ods in on e. T heso th re e  persons, F a th e r , 
Son, and H o ly  G h o st, th ey  call th e  H oly T rin ity .— The  
U n itarian s, on  th e  o th e r  han d, find in th e  Bible th at  
th e  F a th e r  alon e is G od ; and as  for th e  Son, th e y  unite  
in denying h is G odhead , and also th e  G odhead o f  th e  
H o ly  G h ost.

N ow  th is difference o f  opinion involves th o  m o9t 
serious conseq uences ; for, ifT rin itarian ism  be t r ue , “ Uni 
tarian s m u st b,e g u ilty  o f  blasphem y, as  being rebels to  
th eir God in degrad ing tho L o rd  th a t  b o u gh t th em .” 
A nd if  U n itarian ism  be tru e , th en  “ w e who offer him  
( J e s u s )  th a t  h om age w hich is duo to  G od alone, a re , w ith
o u t doubt, as  really  g u ilty  o f  id olatry  as tho w orshippers 
o f th e  deified h o ro e so f  G re e co  and B orn e.” (W ard law s-  
D isc.)

T he m iracu lou s con cep tion  o f  C h rist is  rojoctod by the  
U n itarian s “ as  a  fiction  equ ally ab su rd  with th a t o f  
J u p ite r  and D an ae .”  (B u lsh am 's  In q .) H is  In c a rn a 
tion, “ W h e n  a  V irg in  d au g h ter produced h er fath er, 
and a  c re a tu r e  h e r  C re a to r ,” is  denounced also as  a  
blasphem ous im p iety  ”  (E v a n so n ’s K ep ly .) “ N o sooner 
was C h ris t’s In ca rn a tio n  p reach ed , b u t i t  w as alm o st as

Juickly denied, oven by th o se  who p reten d ed  to  bo his 
iscip les," a n d  S ir  I s a a c  N ew ton  h as  pred icted  “ th at  

the tim e will co m e w hen th is  d o ctrin e  shall bo exploded  
as an ab su rd ity  eq u al to  T ran su b stan tiatio n .” ( L e t 
te rs  to  C alv in is ts ). “ T h e re  a r e  in d ication s o f  th is  p re
diction now  b ein g  v e rif ie d ; fo r  in every  view o f the  
su b ject th e  In c a rn a tio n  o f  G od is  n o t less absurd and  
ridiculous th an  th e  im pan ation  o f G od , o r G od in a bit 
o f bread ! N a y , th e  S crip tu re  proofs a r e  incom parably  
stro n g er for th e  la t te r  th an  th e  form er.” (T heol. 
D o u b ts) .—  Y o u rs , & c.,

L A Y M A N .

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  F R O M  A U C K L A N D , N .Z ’

TO T U E  E D IT O R  O F T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T .
A u ck lan d , N .Z ., Ju n o , 1876 .

S ir , —  H av in g  now  consid erab le exp erien ce  by in vesti
g a tin g  th e  phenom ena o f  Sp iritu alism , I  am  thoroughly  
convinced o f  th o  r e a lity  o f  S p irit C om m unications and o f  
Sp iritu al L a w s b y  w h ich  th o se  com m u nications a r e  an 
established fact.

A  y o u n g  m an , M r . D .,  and m yself, com m enced to  in
v e stig a te  la s t  D ecem b er, and continu ed for th re e  m onths 
sittin g  a t  a  sm all ta b le  in  a  p riv ate  room  tw ico a  week, 
tw o h o u rs e a ch  tim e , and by follow ing th e  in stru ction s  
given to  u s  b y M r . D aw se w e receiv ed  tho following  
com m u nications, viz. :—

The presiding spirit gave the name H. D. in full, mother of Mr. 
D., who left for spirit home 17 years ago. She several times en
quired about his health, and of his brother, who lives about 100 
miles from here. W e asked for tests, and she reminded him of 
many youthful incidents which he had altogether forgotten, and 
told him of his sister now happy with her mother in their spirit 
home, and th at ho had several guardian spirits within him. She 
also told mo th at X had several guardian spirits, and gavo the 
names of ten or more who are all in the spirit home, some in 
higher and purer spheres than others, that my father (now over 40 
years gone to his rest) wished to communicate with mo. I  then 
asked for the communication, and he told me about many 
interesting affairs in business and theology which I  have no 
reason to doubt. I  tflso had interesting communications from two 
sisters and a  maternal uncle as testa quite corrCot, and we also 
had many written messages by our good spirit friends, and having

such control of us, being mediumistic and clairvoyant, would en
trance us, but we declined. Wo asked for spirit lights, and lights 
appeared on our hands. We asked for some material to be laid 
on the table. After trying they told us that the material power 
from us was not sufficient. We asked many theological and 
scientific questions. Some were answered, but our good spirit 
said that it was not in her power to answer all, and told us that 
she had seen many of the spirit leaders of religious associations. 
We then asked if the Rev. J .  Wesley, founder of the Wesleynn 
Church, could or would come and give us instructions on some of 
the leading doctrines of the Christian religion. She promised to 
try. In a a few days afp y ^ s  Mr. D. took pencil and paper, his 
good spirit-mother wrote by his hand, amongst other messages— 

“ Tell Mr. P. that Mr. Wesley will be here to-night," and that 
night tho Venerable Wesley was with ub, and gave his name, John 
Wesley. We then invoked him to gi’.'C uh truth nnd righteousness. 
He told us that this earth was inhabited more than a million 
of years, that man was bom with an immortal spirit which can 
never be annihilated, but continually progresses in knowledge 
and love, nnd that the.human family would progress more thnn 
another million of years on this earth, that the c'x|icctations of a 
millcnium were illusive, and yet that the human family would 
progress more in Spiritualism when Spiritual laws will be better 
developed, nnd that there were no personal devil nor everlasting 
torments, neither a Trinity of Gods as taught in the Christinn 
Churches, and yet that spirits sutler in consequence of sin and 
transgression nnd misspent lives on earth. He also told us that 
the Christinn Bible was greatly corrupted, and asked if they were 
altering it, and said that the Christinn religion was 
greatly corruptci, that himself while on earth taught 
some false doctrines, nnd although he was happy, yet 
that his peace would have been much more had lie not taught 
those false doctrines while on earth, that there were no spirits 
dead in trespass nnd sin, that tho merits or demerits of Jesus or 
any other sacrifice of man could never procure immortal happi
ness without ourselves progressing iu well doing, and that other 
planets in the different solar systems were not dissimilar, having 
laws and order to observe of which they arc transgressors, and 
thus there are millions of beings in millions of worlds progressing 
to immortal happiness, some of which he saw in the spirit home! 
ns also spirits of every clime nnd country here. He said that 
systems are continually resolving nnd dissolving through eternal 
ages, perpetually producing new life and progress, that the gross 
body docs not rise from earth, and that the bodies of Jesus, Enoch 
and Elias did not nor never will rise, that all remain in the 
elements of this sphere, nnd that there wore many spheres to 
which spirits progress, that the spirit is conscious in a few seconds 
after leaving the earthly body, Ac. My health not being good, I 
asked advice, and was told to discontinue smoking, that I  should 
wean myself by a little each day for thirty days, that there should 
be no ill effects. I  took tho advice, nnd I am happy to say that 
my health is much improved. I  asked why it was that I havo 
been so dreamy and impressional, while Mr. D., being mediumistic, 
was not. Answer—You arc more somnambulistic nnd clajrvoyant. 
Wesley came four evenings, nnd gave us many answers, and on 
retiring our good spirits always bid us good night. On all those 
occasions wc had communications with happy spirits, except one 
evening, when we had a spirit who said that ho was in misery. 
On sitting a t our table wo remarked a , change by its movements 
and giving uncertain replies. However, invoking the presiding 
spirit in the name of the Supreme Living God to give us truth, 
immediately “William George" was given, and declined to give his 
surname. He said that he was a native of Wales, near Conway 
and loft about five years ago after a life of robbery and violence, 
and that wc could do nothing for him except to pray for him. 
We then asked if he was a Roman Catholic when on earth. A.—  
No. Q.—Any religion. A.—No. Well Mr. D. and I  were not 
taught to pray for departed spirits' by our religious professions 
but will comply with your request. W e prayed for him and 
advised him to strive to piogress in the love and knowledge of 
the gracious God. He then bid ns good night, and left us more 
grateful. He communicated a little in tho Welsh language, 
which we did not then understand. A t our next sitting our good
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s p i r i t s  t o l d  u s  t l m t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s e n d  n  d a r k  s p i r i t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  

S u p r e m e  p e r m i t t e d  h i m  U> c o m e ,  n m l  t l m t  w e  d i d  h i m  g o o d ,  a n d  

h a v i n g  a  l o v e  ( o r  a l l  w h o  s t r i v e  t o  m a k e  t r u t h  m a n i f e s t  w e  s e n d  

y o u  t h i s  a b r i d g e d  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  s h o r t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  

i t  m a y  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s  u n d e r  m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  

c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  o f  t h o s e  g r a c i o u s  l a w s  b y  w h i c h  G o d 's  

l o v e  i s  m a d e  m a n i f e s t .

I  a m ,  d e a r  s i r ,  m o s t  f a i t h f u l l y ,  k c „

___________________________  T .  G .  I ’ .

S U I C I D E S .

D e a b  IltiU iiN O En.— A t  a  re ce n t s ittin g  o f  uno o f  ou r  
circles, th e  su b ject o f suicide w as su gg ested  to  us by an  
em in en t sp irit, who in th is  life held a Professorship  
(an ato m ical) in Ed in bro’, he stated  th a t he w itnessed  
th e  rash suicide o f  th e  yo u n g  m an T hom pson a t  
H aw th o rn , and depicted his m iserable en tran co  in to  th e  
sp h eres, in fa c t on tw o occasions has he alluded to  this 
su b ject. N ow  th is gives S p iritu alists a n  op p ortu n ity  to  
rem ov e an e rro r  from  th e  minds o f  som e who im agine  
th a t  b y severing forcibly th e  ties  which bind th em  to  
th is  e a rth , thoy a t  once are  rem oved from  trou b les hero  
to  p eace beyond. A  little  reflection will convince even  
th e  m ost ig n o ran t o f  th e  fallacy o f  such reason in g. A t 
o u r  birth  we a re  placed upon th is e a r th  in o u r  first 
sph ere, to  m atu re  by n atu ra l law s o f  developm ent until 
rip e  and ready for th e  second ch an ge— so th a t  i t  
becom es ap p aren t th a t any violation o f  th e  grand  
design brin gs in its  train  confusion— th e  p o or su fferer  
finds on his en tra n ce  in to  th e  second sph ere, th a t ho 
can n o t a t  onco undo th e  w rong co m m itted — ho o r  sho 
hau n ted  by rem orse w ith m ind for a ccu se r sees little  
hope o f escap o I  have freq u en tly  h eard  people heedless
lv  ta lk  o f  th e  value o f  hum an life , w hen b y a  sim ple a c t  
th oy  can  a t  once be in E ly siu m — th e y  defend th e ir

Cosition by tho teach in gs o f  sp irits, who d escrib e the  
appiness of tho n e x t s ta te  o f  ex is te n ce , b u t le t them  

on ce  have th e  confessions o f  a  suicide, and th en , how  
few  w ould con tem p late  th e  crim e o f  laying violent 
han ds upon th eir ow n sacred  lifo. Su icid e ap p ears  
u n d er variou s formB— such as d run ken ness, vicious 
h ab its , dru g s, & c., in ad d ition  to  sudden d e stru ctio n , all. 
o f  which en tails  fu tu re  suffering.

J O H N  V E E V E R S .
J u n e  2 6 ,1 8 7 6 .

7  R ale ig h  S tre e t ,
W in d so r.

D E A T H  O F  M R . T . C . T E R R Y .

i t  becam e a p p a re n t to  his frien ds th a t  his s tay  h ere  
w ould n o t be lo n g. W i t h  th o  view o f  en su rin g  th e  
loving c a re  and a tte n tio n  th a t his con d ition  dem anded, 
he w as rem oved to  th o  resid en ce  o f  his son-in-law , M r.
I I .  B am ford , o f  C astlem ain e, w h ere lie w as carefu lly  
ten d ed  by his d au g h ter until th e  tim e o f  his death. 
T h ou gh  th e  s tru g g le  betw een tho body and sp irit during  
th e  la s t few  d ay s o f  his e a rth ly  life, p ro d u ced  a  ph ysical 
restlessn ess, his sp iritu al con d ition  was a  hap py on e, he 
exp ressed  his desire to  “  go h om e,” and had p erfect 
confidence in th e  n atu re  o f  th a t  hom e. O n Su nd ay  
evening ho exp ressed  a  wish for som e m u sic, an d  a few 
sp iritu al hym ns and songs w ere su n g, w hich ap p eared  
to  g ive him m uch p leasu re, a f te r  which a  com m u nication  
w as w ritten , th ro u g h  th e  hand o f  M r, B am fo rd , signed  
by several sp ir it frien d s and relativ es, con v eyin g  w ords  
o f  love and en co u rag em en t, and tellin g  him  th e y  w ere  
w aitin g for him to  u sh er him in to  'h e  new  and b rig h te r  
life, th is  he ap p eared  fully to  realise . A b o u t 2  p.m . on  
M onday, he called  his frien ds to  his bedside, and bidding 
th em  good bye, to ld  th em  he had seen his la te  e a rth ly

Ea r tn e r  (w ho had p receded him  m an y y e a r s ) ,  and th a t  
e  w as now “  go in g  h o m e," and in ab o u t tw o h o u rs  

after, his sp irit q u ietly  passed aw ay. T he fu n era l which  
to ok  place on W ed n esd ay  th o  12 th , w as co n d u cted  in  
acco rd an ce  w ith w h at w as know n to  be h is  desire. 
T h ere w as an absen ce o f  th e  u su al insignia o f  m ou rn in g, 
no b lack  clo th es, crap e  o r  h a t bands, b u t in th e ir  stead , 
evergreens and sw eet flowers w ere lain on  th o  coffin, 
an d  carried  in th e  han ds o f  th e  frien ds who followed. 
T h e  funeral procession w hich con sisted  o f  a  hearse, 
coach , and four o r  five o th e r  vehicles, left M r . B a m fo rd ’s 
a t  ab o u t 11 a .m ., and p roceeded to  th e  C am p bell’s 
C reek  C em etery . T h e  coffin b ein g  placed  o v er th e  
grav e , M r. G . C. L eech  gave o u t th e  follow ing hym n, 
which w as feelingly san g  by th e  frien ds :—

D e a t h  i s  t h e  f a d i n g  o f  a  c l o u d ,
T h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  a  c h a i n  ;

T h e  r e n d i n g  o f  a  m o r t a l  s h r o u d  
W e  n e 'e r  s h a l l  6 e c  a g a i n .

D e a t h  i s  t h e  c l o s e  o f  l i f e ' s  a l a r m s ,
T h e  w a t c h - l i g h t  o n  t h e  s h o r e  ;

T h e  c l a s p i n g  i n  i m m o r t a l  a r m s  
O f  l o v e d  o n e s  g o n e  b e f o r e .

D e a t h  i s  t h e  c o n q u e r o r ' s  w e l c o m e  h o m e ,
T h e  h e a v e n l y  c i t y ' s  d o o r ,

T h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o  c o m e ,
' T i s  l i f e  f o r  e v e r m o r e .

D e a t h  i s  t h e  m i g h t y  s e c o n d  b i r t h ,
T h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  s o u l ;

' T i s  f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  e a r t h ,
T h e  p i l g r i m ’s  h e a v e n l y  g o a l ,

L ast m onth w e reco rd ed  th e  d eath  o f  one o f  o u r  p ro 
m in en t lo cal sp iritu alists, since th en  a n o th e r  has passed  
o n ; on e o f  th e  pioneers o f  spiritualism  in M elb ou rn e, 
and fa th er o f  th e  ed itor o f th is jo u rn a l, who on  th e  1 0 th  
o f  J u n e  shook off h is  frail and w orn o u t body and  
ascen ded t o  th e  sp irit land.

M r. Thom as C h arles T e rry , w as b o rn  in L o n d o n , in 
M a rch  1 8 0 0 , and w as for m an y y e a rs  en g agod  in th a t  
c i ty  in  th e  provision tra d e , an d  sub seq uently m an ager  
to  th e  W o o d  P av in g C om p an y. H e  em ig rated  to  
V ic to ria  in 1 8 5 3 , and w as for som e y e a rs  p a r tn e r  in 
th e  d ra p e ry  firm  o f  T e rry  and B am fo rd , b u t for  
th e  la s t  te n  y e a rs  h as  resid ed  w ith an d  assisted  his  
yo u n g er son. M r . T . C . T e rry  who w as form erly  
a  disciple o f  W .  J .  F o x , th e  ce le b ra te d  liberal 
U n ita ria n  and M .P . fo r  O ldham , began th o  in vesti
g a tio n  o f  sp iritu alism  in 1 8 5 9 , and a tte n d e d  a  c ircle  
a t  D r . B e rig n y ’s, in  C o llin s-s tre e t, sub seq uently  
jo in in g  w ith  his son a n d 'a  frien d  in a  p riv a te  in v e stig a 
tio n , a t  which con v ictio n  o f  th e  f a c t  o f  sp ir it in te rco u rse  
w as ob tain ed. S in ce th a t  tim e  h e  h a s  b een  a  q u ie t b u t  
d ilig en t ad v o cate  o f  S p iritu alism , e n co u rag in g  th e  
fo rm atio n  o f  c ircles, givin g in fo rm atio n  to  in qu irers, 
im p o rtin g  a n d  lo an in g  books on  th e  su b je ct b efo re  th e y  
w ere  o th erw ise  p ro cu rab le  h e re , a n d  en co u rag in g , th e  
diffusion o f  R a tio n a l Spiritu alism  to  th e  b e s t  o f  h is  
a b ility . H is  facu lties  o f  speech , h earin g  a n d  s ig h t h ad  
b e e n  f o r  som e tim e  failin g, b u t i t  w as n o t  till  w ith in  a  
few  w eek s o f  his d e p a rtu re  th a t  th e  sy stem  show ed  
sig n s o f  b reak in g  u p , dissolution , th e n  rap id ly  s e t  in  and

D e a t h  i s  a  s o n g  f r o m  s e r a p h  l i p s ,
T h e  d a y - s p r i n g  f r o m  o n  h i g h  ;

T h e  e n d i n g  o f  t h e  s o u l ’s  e c l i p s e ,
I t s  t r a n s i t  o f  t h e  s k y .

A t  tho close o f  th e  hym n M r. L e e ch  delivered a  v e ry  
ap p ro p ria te  ad d ress, d escribin g th e  tran sitio n s  o f  th e  

h y sical as  well as th e  sp iritu al, and th e  n atu ra ln ess  and  
e a u ty  o f  th e  ch an ge called death , sp eak in g  o f  th e  

d ep arted  as  one o f  th e  pionoers o f a  still u n popular  
m ovem ent, who had adh ered  to  its  p rin cip les a n a  borne  
th e  stig m a w hen it  w as m o re  u n p o p u lar, he eulogised  
his p riv a te  c h a r a c te r  as a  m an a n d  a  c itizen , an d  com 
m ended his u n ceasin g  end eavou rs in th e  cau se  o f  
tr u th . T h e  follow ing h y m n  w as th e n  sa n g  :—

T h e r e  i s  n o  d e a t h  I  t h e  s t a r s  g o  d o w n ,
T o  r i s e  u p o n  s o m e  f a i r e r  s h o r e  ;

A n d  b r i g h t ,  i n  H e a v e n ' s  j e w e l l e d  c r o w n ,
T h e y  s h i n e  f o r  e v e r m o r e .

T h e r e  i s  n o  d e a t h  I t h e  d u s t  w e  t r e a d  
S h a l l  c h a n g e  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u m m e r  s h o w e r s  

T o  g o l d e n  g r a i n ,  o r  m e l l o w  f r u i t ,
O r  r a i n b o w - t i n t e d  f l o w e r s .

T h e  g r a n i t e  r o c k s  d i s o r g a n i z e  
T o  f e e d  t h o  h u n g r y  m o s s  t h e y  b e a r ,

T h e  f o r e s t  l e a v e s  d r i n k  d a i l y  l i f e  
F r o m  o u t  t h e  v i e w l e s s  a i r .

T h e r e  i s  n o  d e a t h  I t h o  l e a v e s  m a y  f a l l ,
T h e  f l o w e r s  m a y  f a d e ,  b i r d s  c e a s e  t o  s i n g  :

T h e y  o n l y  w a i t ,  t h r o u g h  w i n t r y  h o u r s ,
T h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  s p r i n g .

F lo w ers  and evergreen s w ere  sh ow ered  on  th e  coffin  
b y  sym p ath isin g frien ds, a n d  th e  assem bly dispersed .
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T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M .  

( C ontinued .)

I f  t h e n  S p iritu al ism  be ad m itted  (a s  su re ly  i t  m u tt) 
to be both P o ssib le  and P ro b ab le , o r th ose failing, th e  
n ext step  is — th e  P ro v ed . F o r  if  w e den y its Possibility  
we m erely  aflirm  o u r  m en tal inability to  grasp  th e  
form ula, if wo r e je c t  its P rob ab ility , we s ta te  its dis
ag reem en t with th e  te n o r  o f  o u r  experien ce.

B u t  as  n e ith e r A b ility  n o r  E xp erien ce , can lay claim  
to In fallib ility , o r  th e  in clusion o f  all T ru th , we m ay  
even in th e ir  op position , as  we n ecessarily  do in th e ir  
co n cu rren ce , appeal to  th e  final te s t , th a t in clud es and  
exceeds th em — th e te s t  o f  positive know ledge o r  S c ie n c e  

T he w ord, “ S cie n ce ,” signifies accu m u lated , o r  as 
S p encer p u ts it , p artia lly  unified K n ow led ge, and the  
D o ctrin e  o f  S p iritu alism  wo defined to  he— T h e Con
tinued E x is te n c e  o f  th e  Ind ivid u al a f te r  D eath , and its  
C om m u nication  and M an ifestatio n  to  us I t ,  th erefo re , 
devolves upon us to  co n sid er, if  su ch  an  organ ised  body 
o f K n ow led ge, unfolds and su p p o rts  th e  D o ctrin e . The  
first qu estion  a r is in g  th e n ce  being—

I .  T h e  N a t u r e  o f  P roo f  
T h a t upon which all S cien ces  a r e  based is, T h e  T esti
mony o f  S en se  substan tiated  by the v erd ict o f  R ea so n , o r  
as M r  L ew es  e x p re sse s  it , “ F a c ts ,  and In feren ces  from  
F a c ts ,”  b etw een  w h ich  we m u st carefu lly  distinguish. 
T he S cien ce o f  S p iritu alism  con sists  o f  tw o C lasses o f  
F a cts ,

1 . Ph en om en al.
2 .  R atio n al.

T he first, such as  L e v ita tio n s, an d  M aterialisation s, a p 
pealing m o re  p a rticu la rly  to  th e  senses ; th e  second, as 
A p paritions, an d  R ev elatio n s, m ore p articu larly  to  the  
M ind— and to  tw o  classes  o f  In fe re n ce s  establishing

I .  N e g a t i v e l y  o b  E x h a u s t i v e l y .
I I .  P o s i t i v e l y .

I t s  in terp re ta tio n s a n d  in du ction s th erefro m .
N ow  th o u g h  all S cien ces  a re  organ ised  branch es o f  

K n ow led ge, th e y  differ w idely am ong them selves, as to 
th e ir  N a tu re  and M a n n e r  o f  th e ir  proof. I n  p rop ortion  
as  th e ir  su b jects  a r e  m o re  o r  less e x te rn a l, and m o re  o r  
leas, easily  p ercep tib le  to  th e  sen ses, a r e  th e y  m ore o r  
less easily  u n d erstood , and rem oved from  E r r o r ; for  
th ese reaso n s G eology and M ath em atics, a r e  sim pler 
th an -P yach o logy an d  P h y s ic s ; w hile tho differences o f  
m ethod and m a tte r  a re  p alp ab ly  rep resen ted  in them . 
T hese n u m erou s fa c ts  w h ich  a re  included u n d er th e  head  
o f S p iritu alism , do n o t  form  a  sep arate  o r  pure S cien ce, 
on th e  c o n tra ry , th e y  tr e n c h  upon th e  Spheres o f  m any. 
C h em istry , B io lo g y , P h y sics , P h ysiology , and Ph yscho- 
logy, a r e  b ro u g h t u n d e r  co n trib u tio n , while th e re  is still 
an essen ce m o re  M etap h y sica l and T ran scen d en tal th an  
all, which u n d er th e  n am e o f S p irito logy , w e shall r e 
view in  du e o rd e r . S p iritu alism , is  in rea lity , a  g re a t  
ocean o f  F a c t ,  to u ch in g  ev ery  sh ore o f  Scien ce, and 
w ith o u t a  kn ow ledge o f  w hich, a ll S cien ce is m ore or 
less d efectiv e. I t  draw s its  proofs from  all, and by the  
sam e m eans p ro v es i ts  r ig h t  o f  adm ission to  its  p lace  in 
H u m an  B elief. T h e se  m eans a r e  E v id en ce  and Reason. 
E v id en ce o f  th e  F a c t s ,  R easo n s  o f th e  In feren ces . And  
h e re  a n o th e r  q u estion  p resen ts  itse lf  w hich th o u g h  n o t  
card inal, is y e t  ad v an ced  by carp in g  a n tag o n ists  seeking  
to  evad e T ru th .

I I .  T h e  V a l u e  o f  E v i d e n c e .
I t  is  a  s tra n g e  c ircu m sta n ce  th a t  th o  U ltra -S ce p tica l  

Philosoph y o f  H u m e , is  revived b y th o se , who in all 
o th e r  in sta n ce s , d en y  and derid e it , as  a  final w eapon  
o f a tta ck  a g a in st th e  fa c ts  o f Spiritu alism — th e y  seek, 
in th is ca se  on ly , to  in v alid ate  R eason , as  th o  C atholics  
im prison i t ,  b y  a n  A c t  o f  R easo n  itself— th e y  also  agree  
th a t  su ch  o c c u rre n ce s  a r e  im possible, b ecau se  w e have 
had no exp e rie n ce  o f  t h e m ; and c a n  have had  
no exp erien ce  o f  th e m ;  b ecau se  th e y  a re  im possible  
— "W hat th e y  ca n n o t explain , o r  im p each , th e y  den y, and 
w h at th e y  d a re  n o t den y, th e y  d isregard . M r  W a lla ce  has 
th o ro u g h ly  exp o sed  th e  m iserab le  artifices o f th ese  u n 
scru p u lou s W r ite r s ,  w ho assail S p iritu alism  alone, with

K en ts t h a t  a p p ly  eq u ally  w ell to  all o th e r  Scien ces, 
deed to  a ll T r u t h ;  b u t w e a re  co n te n t to  le t  i t  

tak e  i t s  t r u e  p la ce , b esid e  M ath em atics, and Ph ysics, to  
s ta n d  o r  fa ll w ith  th em . T h e  T estim o n y  o f  Sense, su b 

stan tiated  by th e  Vc-rdict o f  R eason, this we have un
deniably and n o L aw  o f N a tu re  can  have more.

D riven from th is  u tte rly  un ten able position, under
stood only to  bo discarded, they n e x t en tren ch  themsolves 
in o th er subterfuges o f which one o f  th e  first is 

H I-  T h e  V a l u e  o f  A u t h o r i t y .
Though even on th e  ground o f  A u th o rity  Spiritualism  
stands firm, y e t i t  is co n trary  to  its N a tu re  to  rely  upon 
such extern al adjuncts, as well as foreign to  it inasm uch  
as  i t  is often unneeded. L e t  i t  bo g ran ted  th a t tho  
ju d g m en t o f  Specialists, upon th eir specialities, other  
things equal, is superior to  th at o f  th e  gen erality , y e t it  
is a t  once ap p aren t th at th e  m ain body o f its Rational, as 

'V e il as  a  larg e  proportion o f  its Phenom enal facts, do 
n o t lie in such lim ited domains, but ra th e r  in th at  
gen eral sphere o f experien ce, which is com mon to all 
cu ltivated  mankind. W h ile  if in certain  particulars, 
Sp ecialists lay  claim  to  infallibility, wo can  point them  
to  an un ceasing resistan ce on th e ir  p a r t to  m any o f the 
g re a te s t discoveries in th ese very directions ; discoveries 
often by those ou tside the professional pale. T he U n -  
du latory T h eory  o f  L ig h t , and num erous instances in 
M edical H isto ry  a t  on ce  p resen t them selves as illustra
tiv e  o f  th ese facts, and wo would do well to  reco llect 
th ose innum erable, thougli universal erro rs , which have 
a t  tim es controlled  th e  scientific world unquestioned for 
a gen eration , and p oin t to th e  alm ost forg otten  theories  
o f W olff, H eg el, and L ieb n itz , as an  in stance. W e  
should rem om ber th a t scientists a re  but m en, and often  
un der tho dominion o f  a  religious intoleren ce, and a 
political o r  social conservatism  which do m uch to de-

[ireciate  tho valu e o f  th e ir  labors. T he m ere  K now - 
edge o f  Scien ce, like th e  m erely  m em orial portions of 

Law , o r  th e  m echanical occupations of th o  m anufacturer, 
does little  tow ards developing anything b u t a  special 
o rg an  o r tw o o f th e  brain, and even in th e  w idest and 
m ost original m inds, leaves large tr a c ts  o f th ou g h t and e x 
perien ce, b arren  and unexplored . A n  a rra y  o f  le tte rs  or  
ti tle s  is no certain  p assp o rt to  W isd om , and in  th e  all 
im p o rtan t, th e  ap ex  qu ality  o f  th e  hum an m ind— th a t  
which co n tro ls  its  dealings w ith its  follow m an, in 
M o rals, th e re  is no closer relationship  to  S cien ce, than  
to  R eligion . H e re  th ey  s tan d  on  th e  sam e level as  th e  
r e s t  o f  Civilisation, and exam ples o f  th e ir  lack  o f  
H o n esty , C ou rage, and T ru thfulness, lead us to  th e  sad 
conviction , th a t th e  level is a low one. F a r  be i t  from  
any o f  th ese  thoughts, to  cast a  stigm a upon Scien ce, 
b u t as before insisted Scientific M en  a re  n o t Science, an y  
m ore th a n  R eligious D evotees are  R elig ion  B o th ,, and  
all, have erred , do e r r , and will e r r , a u th o rity  has its  
valu e b u t i t  bows to  R eason.

A u th o rity  un der r ig h t conditions is a g ro a t pow er, and  
th ese  n o t conditions o f F a ith , b u t o f R eason , gran ted  a  
due am oun t o f  T oleran ce, Tim e, and T rial, and th e  v e r
d ict o f a  S p ecialist is of th e  g rea test w eight, A n d  th is  
which is  a  necessity, prem ised Spiritualism  shows no  
b lot on its  oscutcheon, but only w reath s o f  Trium ph. 
F o r  every  m an o f Scien ce, o r  rep u te , who has investigated  
th e  su b ject th u s, has seen its  T ru th , o r  in popu lar phra
seology becom e a  C on vert. I t  is n o t h ere  th e  place to  
rin g  th e  changes on  th e ir  nam es, ¿ it p resen t, a weakness 
o f  Sp iritu alistic w riters, who allow  th e ir  p artially  ju s t  
pride to  overstep th e ir  ju d g m e n t; suffice i t  to  s ta te , 
th a t  Six o f  th e  C h ief U n iversities o f E u ro p e ; have in 
th e ir  professorial C hairs avow ed Sp iritu alists, th a t  
th e re  is no Profession, C lass, o r  N ation , which has n o t  
given its  quota o f  believers ; a  belief, in th e  v ast m ajority  
o f  cases, founded upon personal, often upon private , e x -  
perin ce, o f  a  n a tu re  so irrefutable, th a t i t  is irresistib le  
by th e  s tro n g e st prejudice. N o  S cien ce, b u t o f its  chief  
devotees m igh t be nam ed a S p iritu alist's; no R efo rm  b u t  
in  its  form ost ran k s often am ong its  fo u n d ers, is  a  
S p iritu a lis t;  N o  C reed  b u t has surren d ered  som e who 
le f t th e  O ld fo r  th e  N ew , having k e p t th e ir  lam p s b u rn 
in g , w ere  w elcom ed by th e  B rid eg ro o m  T ru th .

I V ..  T h e  P e r s o n a l  E q u a t io n .
T h is is  one o f  th e  m o st im p o rtan t fa cto rs  in th e  co n 

sideration  o f  E v id en ce , m o re  p a rticu la rly  w ith re sp e ct  
to  Spiritualism , w hich w ith o u t its  ab erratio n s b e  allowed  
fo r, m u st p re se n t a  b lu rre d  and d istorted  presence to  
th e  ob server. T o  th e  in v estig ato r often  a  com plete ob
stacle , to  th e  believer a d an gerous sn are . I n  th e  h igher



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.1058

m anifestations th e  m ach inery is o f so d elicate a  te x tu re ,  
th a t  th e  slig h test individual E lem en t is a  h in d ran ce, and  
if  pow erful a deceit. W e  a re  then for th e  tim e lifted 
above th e  con tro l o f  M atter, into th e  W o rld  o f M ind, 
w here T hou gh ts and F eelin g s a r e  th e  m igh tiest 
agen cies, capable o f  p rod ucin g th e  m ost beneficial o r  
disastrous resu lts. T he S p irit n ecessary , for th e  com 
plete and porfect recep tion  o f  advanced T ru th s , is one

Íerfectly  im personal, in which se lf  is th ru s t u n d er foot.
t  is n o t necessarily o f F a ith , b u t íb m ore co rre c tly  de

scribed by th e  w ord H arm o n y . A  C ircle  should be as 
fa r  as possible o f  a lm o st th esam e m ental and m oral s ta tu s , 
for th en  th e ir  F a ith  will be ap p ro xim ately  th e  Bame, and  
teach in gs m ay be given which will fall favorably upon all 
ears. F o r  if  th e  developm ents be irreg u lar, o r  a n 
tag on istic , m ental agitation  and repulsion, follow from  
som e, th o  F a ith  is n o t th e  sam e, tho H arm on y is de
stroyed , and th e  insp iration  com es bearing th e  m arks of 
th e  tem p est th rou gh  which it has passed. A ll th is  is tru e  
in a  m inor degree o f  tho low er, o r  physical m anifesta
tions, b u t for th e  com prehension o f  these T ru th s , and 
th e ir  nocossity, an  advanced in telligen ce is 
necessary . T o th e  av erag e  In v estig ato r, T h ou gh ts  
a re , like Sp irits, pu rely  ideal, and all b u t n o n -existen t, 
a n d  he can n o t grasp  th e  m agnitud e o f  th eir influence, 
till  a f te r  lo n g  experien ce, w hen th o  sam e difficulty be
se ts  and d estroy s his B elief. A s  M r W a lla ce  says o f  
his early  in vestigations, he had th en  no p lace in his 
m en tal lab ric for tho recop tion  o f  such ideas, and it  was 
only a fte r  long ed u cation , by a  stu d y  o f th e  facts, th a t  
he could ap p reciate  o r  receive th em . T h is points to  a  
L a w  en tirely  disregarded by S cep tics , who tu to red  for 
long y ears  by th e  T angible only, hope to leap to  an  a p 
prehension o f  th e  Im p ercep tib le , and its relatio n s, a t  one  
bound. This is a  m anifest im possibility to  those ac 
q u ain ted  with physiological P sych olog y , and it  should  
b e  re ite ra te d  to  all, th a t only in  cases o f  personal su scep 
tib ility  to  Spiritual Im p ression , found som etim es am ong  
th e  religious, o r in th e  pow er o f  ab s tra c t th o u g h t, and 
con cep tion , found in P o e ts , and som e Scientific m en, 
c a n  an y  receive a t  on ce, or, in a  sh o rt tim e, Spiritual 
T ru th s , i .e .,  th ose dealing w ith th e  Im p ercep tib le . F o r  
th ese  reasons th e  S cien ces, in th e ir  cru d e  form , a re  
r a th e r  a  b arrier th a n  otherw ise, and from  th ose, and  
co lla tera l con sid eration , is th e  personal E q u ation  still 
m o re to  bo dreaded. Tho e x te n t o f its  influence m ay be 
sparsely estim ated , b y referrin g  to  th e  fa cts  before 
s ta ted  th a t Spiritualism , draw s upon every  B a n k , H ace, 
Glass, and C reed, for its believers, who, m o re  o r  less r e 
ta in  th o  im press o f tlie ir  fo rm er conditions. T h ere  a re  
also  som o who undoubtedly a re  boyond conviction , in 
su ch  m a tte rs , as  th e  conform ation  o f th e ir  B ra in s  forbids 
it , a n d  puts i t  beyond proof. T he effect up on oth ers o f  
th e se  m inds, m ay be estim ated  by o u r  form er relatio n  o f  
th e  n ecessities o f  a  C ircle  ; H arm o n y , an d  con seq u en t 
F a i th , n o t  fo rg e ttin g , how ever, th a t  th e re  is a  p erson al 
equ ation  o f  a  harm onious C ircle , which is o r should be 
in  all essen tials as  an  individual, an d  which equation  
m u s t bo a lso  allow ed fo r  in assessin g its  r e 
su lts. B u t  all In q u irers  m u st ra tio n ally  e x p e c t to  u n 
d erg o  varyin g  periods o f  prob ation, b efore th e  p ro o f is 
reach ed , and it  req u ires a  ce rta in  am ou n t o f  previous co n 
victio n , to  p rom p t th e, to  o th ers, doubtful u tility  of such  
a n  u n d ertak in g . T h e  A rro g a n ce  w ith  w hich th e  m u lti
tu d e  lim it th e  existen ces  con tain ed  in th e  Illim itab le , to  
th o se  p erceiv ed  b y  th e ir  acknow ledgedly im p erfect 
senses, is  a n  ego tism  so com m on as  n o t 
t o  provoke com m en t, and as  ' ev en  to  pass 
f o r  S cien ce. “ S c ie n c e "  C o m te  te lls  us “ deals 
on ly  w ith ph enom ena ” — certa in  ph enom ena he
m ig h t b e tte r  have said, fo r  i t  'is  ig n o ra n t as  y e t  o f  th e  
S p iritu al, w hich in  th e ir  tu rn  p rom ise to  u n fold , fo r  th e  
firs t tim e, th e  C au ses w hich th e  g r e a t  P o sitiv is t was 
com pelled  to  forego. Spiritu alism  co n tain s  th e  beginning  
a n d  end o f  E v olu tio n , w hich w ith o u t i t ,  is  a  broken  
a r c h  w hose p illars  a re  un seen, a  E ain b o w , w hose m igh ty  
sw eep save a  sm all c e n tra l b ar, is  hidd en b y  th ick  clouds  
o f  Ig n o ra n ce . T o  th e  stu d y o f  th e  "Violin seven  y e a rs , 
t o  a  T rad e  often  five, to  th e  S cien ce  o f  th e  S ta rs , o r  
th e  Sod, to  th e  r a c e  f o r  G o ld , o r  P o w er, a  L ife tim e , b u t  
t o  th e  S cien ce o f  S cien ces, o f  Im m o rta lity  and E te rn ity ,  
— a  few  Bpare ho u rs, a  few  s ca n t th o u g h ts , a  few  poor

ph rases ; so u g h t w ith o u t effort, ju d g ed  w ith o u t evidence, 
cond em n ed w ithout u n d erstan d in g .

V . T h e  V a l u e  o f  C o n d i t io n s .

T h e  A stro m o n er, m easu rin g  d istan ces  a n d  p o w ers, is 
carefu l to  estim ate  individual w eakness, his personal 
eq u atio n , and to  d e d u ct i t  from  re su lts , b u t th e  p er
son ality  infused in to  his figures is infinitesim al, com 
p ared  w ith th a t  which w ak es th e  to rr e n t  o f  E m o tio n  too 
often  to  drow n th e  I n te lle c t , w hen holding com m union  
w ith tho loved and lo st. T o  p rep are  for th e  lo n g  vigils 
w hich, w hen oth ers sleep , m u st see  his g la n ce  tracin g  
th e  d istan t su n s, by r e s t  and food is a  palpable necessity , 
b u t to  p rep are  for th a t  o th e r  w atch , w hile o th e rs  lie in 
in tellectu al slu m b er, th e re  is needed s e v e re r  stru g g les , 
th e  dom ination o f  un ju st desires, o f  fleshy passions, o f  
in te llectu al erro rs , and m oral failin gs—-this is  a  rnoro 
b itte r  pu rg e. A n d  y e t  w ith o u t i t  th e re  is  n o ce rta in ty
o r continu ed su ccess— w ith i t ,  th e re  is  no Infallib ility .
T he M iscro scop ist does n o t s tu d y  w hile his ey e s  are , 
w et, n o r th e  C h em ist w hen his brain  w an d ers, n o r  th e  
P h y sic is t when his hand sh ak es, n o r  do th e y  co n d u ct  
th e ir  m ost refined research es  in th e  noisy s tre e ts , or  
w ith defiled in stru m en ts. F o r  som e L ig h t , fo r  o th ers  
D arkn ess, is n e ce ssa ry , b u t for all th e re  a re  ce rta in  
elem ents required , w ithout which th e  design  is  futile, 
and ce rta in  Conditions o f  th ese , w ith o u t w hich all is 
folly. A n d  y e t  th e  opponents o f  S p iritu alism , w ould  
refu se o r  d ep reciate  C on dition s, and ca stin g  all exp eri
en ce behind them , le t assum ption ta k e  its  p lace. F o r 
g ettin g  th a t H e a t  and Cold, L ig h t and D ark n ess , E l e c 
tr ic ity , M agn etism , L ife  and D e a th , a r e  b u t C on dition s, 
and w h at m igh tier featu res can  th e re  be— th e C hildren  
o f th e  Seen would be F a th e r s  o f th e  U n se e n , up on  which  
i t  floats like a  s traw  ; th e  slaves o f  th e  ato m  an d  its 
vibrations, w ould be K in g s o v er S o u l ; S cien ce  should  
yield to  th eir P rid e, which w ould d ic ta te  to  G o d  w hat 
N a tu re  denies th em .

V I .  T h e  V a l u e  o f  R e a s o n .

T h o la s t stron g h old  o f Scep ticism , to  w h ich  i t  finally 
rc tro a ts , in w hich its  la s t hope lies, con sists  in having  
gran ted  th e  facts , to  den y th e  pow er o f  th e  R e a so n  to  
co n n ect th em  w ith S p irits  o f  th e  d ep arted . A g ain st  
th ese  first, wo have to  b rin g forw ard o u r  tw o  C lasses  
o f In feren ces— th e  first con sists  in  proving N eg atively , 
o r E xh au stively , th a t  no o th e r th eo ry  ca n  exp lain  th em , 
and to  th is  (ta k in g  th e  la te s t  u tte ra n ce s  o f  th e  school 
th ro u g h  M rs . D en to n ) th e y  a r e  com pelled to  ag ree . 
T h eir Position stated  plainly is , th a t  n o possible am ou n t  
o f  evidence could p rov e th e  T h eo ry  th e y  d eclin e to  p ro 
ceed boyond facts, to  cou n ten an ce  an y  in feren ce  draw n  
from  th em . I n  rep ly  i t  is to  bo s ta te d , th a t  if  w e c a r e 
fully exam in e th e  g r e a t  m ajo rity  o f  w h at a r e  term ed  
facts, i t  will be seen th a t  th e y  possess m o re  o r  less  in 
feren ce con n ected  w ith th em . A s  show n in a  previous 
pap er, th e  T estim on y o f  S en se req u ires con tin u al 
co rre c tio n , and w h at w e te rm  F a c ts , a re  rea lly  elab orated  
re su lts  o f m any su ch , a r e  in  sh o rt In feren ces , and th a t  
m an y o f  th e  m ost ord in ary  so called  fa c ts  o f  daily L ife , 
m ay be resolved in to  th ese  on  close scru tin y . T h u s th e  
s ta te m e n t th a t  tho E a r th  revolves arou n d  th e  Su n, is  an  
in ference from  facts, and th e  seem ing fa c t  th a t  th e  Sun  
revolves arou n d  th e  E a r th , is  u n tru e . T h e  answ erin g  
arg u m en ts  can only be o u tlin ed  h ere , b u t  i t  is a p p a re n t  
upon con sid eration , th a t  rea lly  b a re  fa c ts , w ithout any  
in ferences, a re  r a re , and u n im p o rtan t, o ften  false , th a t  
th e re  is an  ascen ding sca le  o f ab strac tio n , e x te n d in g  from  
th e  sim p lest cogn ition , to  th e  m o st e x ten d ed , an d  i t  is 
u tte r ly  im possible to  d raw  an y  line w h ere th e  p ro cess  
can , o r  should cease. I n  th e  n e x t  p la ce  m an y  p u re  in 
feren ces a r e  o f  o u r  h ig h e st possib le d eg ree  o f  ce rta in ty  
— th u s  i t  is m e re ly  a n  in feren ce, th a t  th e  Su n  w ill rise  
to -m o rrow , o r  th a t  F i r e  w ill b u rn , o r  I c e  ch ill, y e t  w h at 
s tra n g e r  a tte s ta tio n  could w e h av e  th a n  th e se  p roverb ial 
certain ties.

A gain  in th e  second class o f  In feren ces , th o se  w hich  
d em on strate  Spiritualism ^Positively , w e h av e  a n  a rra y  
o f  E v id en ce , as  pow erful, com plete, as  c a n  b e  b ro u g h t  
forw ard  in su p p o rt o f  o u r  m o st m a te ria l e x p e rie n ce s  o r  
beliefs. T im  evidence o f  a  F o r c e , o fa g u id in g  In te llig e n ce  
o f  its  Individ uality , an d  its  a g re e m e n t in  a ll p a r ticu la rs  
w ith  som e o th e r In d iv id u ality , ca lled  dead, form  a  ch ain
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o f  p ro o f which h as been su ccessfu lly  followed in hu n 
d red s o f  ca se s , and is in p erp etu al confirm ation in a  
th ousan d hom es. N o  m o re  e x a c t  p ro o f  is possible in 
any S cien ce, n o r  is i t  n eed ed  here.

V I I .  T h e  S u m m a r y .

F in ally  th e n , S p iritu alism  claim s and oilers th e  same 
positive proofs upon w h ich  all o u r  S cien ce  and K n ow 
ledge a re  founded. In  th e se  d ep artm en ts  w here Scien ce  
is  sup rem e, i t  has a lread y  been vindicated b y A u th o rity , 
and in th a t  la rg e  dom ain w h ere th e  S cien tist, possesses 
little  i f  an y  fu rth e r  ab ility , th a n  his fellow , i t  re sts  upon 
th e  irrefrag ib le  evid en ce o f  m illions. T h e  C onditions  
which i t  req u ires  a r e  th e  com m on necessities o f  exp eri-

p c r e o n .  F a i t h  m a y  b e  b r o k e n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n e v e r  f a l s e ,  w h i l e  y o u  

b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  t h i n g  i t  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t  w h i c h  y o u  b e l i e v e d  i n .  

S o  l o n g  a s  t h e  f a i t h  r e m a i n s  i t  m u s t  b e  t r u e ,  o r  i t  i s  n o t  f a i t h  a t  

a l l .

2nd J u l y ,  1876. B ea trice  BonnEy.

m en tal S cien ces, w hile th e y  o ile r  n o o b stacle  to  p e rfe c t 'd -^
proof. I t  is based upon In fe re n ce s  as  decisive, a n d  as  G l a d l y ,  how ever, do we tu rn  to  th e  o th er side o f  the
com p lete  as  th o se  o f  P h ysiology and A stro n o m y , ex 
plicable b y  no o th e r  th eo ry , and p rog resses by reg u lar  
stages u n til i t  reach es  ab so lu te  hu m an ce rtitu d e . F o r  
its  In v estig a tio n  a r e  needed p rep aration  in M ind and  
B ody ; its  C om prehen sion  is reach ed  only afte r  a  long  
c o u rse  o f  s tu d y , and retain ed  on ly  b y th e  continu ed  
exo rcise  o f R e a so n . Som e T ru th s  a re  sm all enough to  
obtain adm ission in to  av erag e  m inds un in jured  and u n 
ta i n t e d - o t h e r s  req u ire  th e  h igh est class o f  in te lle ct to  
grasp  th em . B u t  a  full con cep tion  o f  th e  U n iv erse  is 
possible to  none. S p iritu alism  is o f th e  In fin ite , and  
while i t  fills all M in ds to  th e  full, gives th em  b u t a  frac
tion  o f  its  L ig h t , w h ich  ro lls  th ro u g h  th e  Im m en sity  o f  
Tim e and S p ace. P ro te a n  in its shapes, H e rcu le a n  in 
its  pow ers, i t  possesses such rich es , th a t i t  satisfies 
a ll  in th e ir  ow n D e s ir e s ; sep ara te ly  none see i t  alike, 
all see  b u t p a rts  and o ften  differen t ones. I t  devolopeB 
th e  h igh est N a tu re s  in d ep en d en tly . A t  th e  sam o tim e  
i t  is a  W h o le ,a  M ajestic  and P e rfe c t T ru th , which in 
e v e ry  a s p e c t is enn ob lin g and sublim e— w ithout i t  th e  
U n iverse is b a rre n , w ith i t  we know “ T h e  B osom  o f  ou r  
F a th e r  and o u r  G o d .”

T H E  L Y C E U M .

T h e  L y ce u m  Sessions have been- well atten d ed  lately , 
and th e  g en era l esp rit  o f  th e  m em bers excellen t. T he  
exercise  o f  th e  in tu itiv e  and reaso n in g  facu lties o f  the  
yo u th fu l m em b ers is brin gin g forth  good fru it. W o  a p 
pend tw o r e c e n t  answ ers to  questions, both given by  
yo u n g  lad ies o f  1 5 , as specim ens o f  m an y equally good, 
th e  qu estion  being— W n a t  is tru e  and false fa ith ?

I f  I  w e r e  a  C h r i s t i a n  I  s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t  “  T r u e  F a i t h ”  w a s  t h e  

s u b s t a n c e  < I h i n g s  h o p e d  f o r , ”  A c . ,— a  f i r m  a n d  i r r e v o c a b l e  b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  t e n e t  g r a c i o u s l y  p r o p o u n d e d  b y  o u r  " O r t h o d o x ”  C h u r c h .  

B u t  a s  I  a m  a n  " I n f i d e l "  I  i n d i g n a n t l y  d i s c a r d  t h e  “ f a i t h ”  o f  t h e  

s o - c a l l e d  O r t h o d o x ,  a n d  t u r n  t o  a  m o r e  r a t i o n a l  f a i t h — o n e  t h a t  

t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  e n d o r s e s .  F a i t h ,  i n  a n  I n f i n i t e  

a n d  D i v i n e  m i n d  o r  s o u l  t h a t  p e r v a d e s  t h e  i l l i m i t a b l e  u n i v e r s e ,  

w h i c h  i t  r e g u l a t e s  w i t h  u n e r r i n g  p r e c i s i o n ,  F a i t h  i n  t h e  s a l v a 

t i o n  o f  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  a n d  o f  n e c e s s i t y  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  

t h e  s o u l .  F a i t h  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  t h a t  s o u l  u p o n  t h e  p l a n  o f  

e t e r n a l  e x i s t e n c e .  F a i t h  i n  t h e  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  o u r s e l v e s  ( u n d e r  

c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s )  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p r e c e d e d  u s  t o  t h e  e t h e r e a l  

r e g i o n s .  F a i t h  i n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e p r a v e d  o f  

i m m o r t a l  c r e a t i o n ,  & c .

W h a t  is  Fa l s e  Fa it h  ?
T i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  d i l a t e  u p o n  t h i s  t o p i c .  A  c u r s o r y  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  

m u l t i f a r i o u s  t e n e t s  h e l d  b y  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s e c t s  

w i l l  s u f f i c e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  w h a t  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  f a l s e  f a i t h — a  f a i t h  

w h i c h  e n d o r s e s  w h a t e v e r  i s  p r e f a c e d  w i t h  “  T h u s  s a i t h  t h e  L o r d . ’ - 

T h e  o l d  l a d y  w h o  w h e n  a s k e d  i f  s h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  J o n a h  w a s  

s w a l l o w e d  b y  t h e  w h a l e ,  r e p l i e d ,  “  B e l i e v e  i t  c e r t a i n l y ,  i s n ’t  i t  

t o l d  u s  s o  i n  t h e  B i b l e  ;  i f  t h e  H o l y  B o o k  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  J o n a h  

h a d  s w a l l o w e d  t h e  w h a l e  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  i t , "  i s  a  g o o d  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  “ F a l s e  F a i t h , ” — a  f a i t h  d e b a s i n g  t o  o u r 

s e l v e s  a n d  s t i g m a t i s i n g  o u r  C r e a t o r ,
J a n e  Da lbym ple .

F a i t h  i s  t r u t h  o r  s i n c e r i t y ,  T h e r e  i s  n o  f a l s e  f a i t h .  I f  i t  i s  

f a i t h  i t  m u s t  b e  t r u e .  W e  m a y  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  a  f a l s e  t h i n g  o s  w e l l  

a s  i n  a  t r u e ,  b u t  t h e  f a i t h  i s  a l w a y s  t r u e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w o  m a y  

h a v e  g r e a t  f a i t h  o r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  

b e  u n t r u t h f u l  a n d  d i s h o n e s t ,  b u t  t h e  f a i t h  i s  n o t  u n t r u e ,  i t  i s  t h e

F R E E  T H O U G H T S  O N  T H E  L I F E  O F  J E S U S .

B y  a  W h it in g  M e d iu m .

C h a p t e r  I .  

( Continued.)

question, and endeavour to  point o u t th a t th ere is a b a s is ; 
a  sound and reasonable basis on which to  build a  belief 
in th e  reality  o f  an cien t historic personages, and am ong  
th ese , th a t o f Je su s  o f  N azareth , th e  C hristu s o f Syria, 
and th e  p atro n  sain t o f  th ose, who d ep artin g from  
th e  Paganism  o f R om e, sou gh t a now and a b etto r  form  
o f religion. W e re  i t  n o t th e  case  th a t wo could reason
ab ly  prove th e  existen ce  o f  Je su s  as a real personage, 
then m u st i t  also be ad m itted , th a t no such persons asan y  
o f th e  m ore an cien t S eers ever h ad a personality  on the  
e a rth . B u t  w ith this we are  n o t so m uch concerned as 
th e  fa ct , th a t Je su s  o f  N azare th  w as a  rea l person ; and 
th a t  he lived in Ju d e a  som e 1 9 0 0  y ears  ago , and after  
accom p lishing m uch good am ong his contem p oraries, 
suffered persecu tion , from  whicn ho w as rescued as  
som e would affirm b y a  m iracle, died a  peaceful death, 
w as tran sla ted  to  th e  sp irit hom e, and nas left behind 
him an  im press on  th e  hum an m ind, which has been a  
prom in ent featu re  o f th e  eig h teen  cen tu ries  past, and  
probably calcu lated  in a n o th er form , to  co n tin u e  to  aid 
hu m an progression for gen eration s y e t to  com e.

A  w rite rp o in ts  o u t th a t, in conn ection  with re ce n t dis
coveries in R om e and elsew here, th e  m ostreliableevidence  
is furnished o f  th e  tru th , th a t Je su s  lived as  is declared  in 
P alestin e  ; and th is evidence, tak en  in conjun ction with  
th e  adm ittod testim on y o f  w riters who livod shortly  
a f te r  th e  tran slation  o f  Je su s , affords a  very  satisfactory  
evidence o f  th e  tru th  o f ou r aflirm ation . M odern  
w riters, also , who have carefully  sifted th e  evidences  
both for and ag ain st th e  assum ption, th a t  Je su s  w as a  
r e a l  perso n , have arrived a t  th e  sam e co n clu sio n ; and  
i t  is m uch to  say in its favour th at probably som o o f  these  
w rite rs , would gladly  have d eclared , if thoy could  
honestly have done so, in th e  negativo, ra th e r  th an  in 
th e  affirm ath e. A dded to  th is, w e oiler a testim on y, 
which alth ou gh  i t  will be re jected , doubtless, b y som e of 
ou r read ers as w orthless, will be accep ted  by o th ers, as 
possessing in th e  lig h t o f  m odern rovelations a valu e o f  
no ord in ary  ch a ra cte r. I n  testim on y th a t  Je su s  was a  
rea l person, w e point o u t th a t th e  revelatiou s o f  
M od ern  Spiritu alism , afford evidenco o f  th e  p re 
sen t existen ce  o f  Je su s , as  well as th a t of 
o th e r a n cien t h istoric  c h a r a c te r s ; leading to  con
clusion, th a t n o t only th ey , b u t ho also , had once  
an e a rth ly  h isto ry . I t  is said by w hat is believed to  be 
a  highly in telligen t sp irit c o n tro l: t h a t  Je su s  has been 
seen in  th e  heavenly w orld com panionedAvith Confucius, 
P y th a g o ra s , P la to , and o th e r H o ly  In telligen ces who 
shone in th e  tw ilight o f  th e  e arlie r  a g e s ; and , whose 
nam os g ra co  th e  pages o f  history. A nd we m ay add, 
for th e  ben efit o f th ose who a re  n o t acqu ainted  with  
m odern sp iritu al lite ra tu re , th a t  m any o th e r  living  
Seers, C lairvo yan ts, and S p irit In telligen ces testify  to  
th e  sam e fact.

N ow , viewing th e  su b ject in this light, an  in te re s t is 
cre a te d  in th e  m ind relative to  this on ce  denizen o f  ou r  
earth  ; and th e re  arises a  m uch g r e a te r  d esire  to  a sce r
ta in  i f  possible, w h at m ay be known re la tiv e  to  his 
life, his teachings, and th e  m anner o f  his leav in g  th is  
w orld  o f  m ateriality , to  e n te r  upon th e , a t  p resen t to  us, 
un seen location  o f d ep arted  sp irits , and w ith th is, 
to  tra c e  in bold and tru th fu l lines, th e  influence, if  any, 
w hich m ay b e  derived from  a  carefu l con sid eration  o f  
th e  en tire  subject.

G re a t s tre ss  has been laid  b y ecclesiastical h istorian s, 
on th e  an te ce d e n t allusion s, and w h at a r e  called  pro
phecies o f  J e s u s , y e a rs  b efore he w as born . B u t  to  th ese  
p ren atal re feren ces , w e a tta ch  li ttle , o r  no im portan ce.
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I t  would n o t be difficult, if  th a t w ere ou r ob ject, in m aking  
i t  ap p a re n t th a t th ese  so-called  prop hecies o f  Isa iah , and 
o th er old T estam en t w riters, had no re fe re n ce  w h atever  
to  Je su s  o f  N azareth  ; althou gh, th ey  m ay have had such  
a referen ce  to  an exp ected  D eliverer, com m only called  
th e  M essiah. N eith er does i t  prove an y th in g  in favou r  
o f  th is th eory, th a t certain  passages from  th e  p rop h ets  
o f  th e  Old T estam en t, have been en g rafted  in to  th e  
C hristian R e c o rd s ; and th en  said by com m en tators, to  
bo p regn an t with m eanin g. T h e  coin cid en ce thus  
pointed ou t, is only im agin ary , and will n o t b ear the  
te s t o f  severe c ritica l exam in ation , m o re  especially in 
th e  ligh t o f  in creasin g  know ledge on such su b jects , which  
now prevails.

I t  is for th is  reaso n , th a t  w e discard  all assistance  
which such referen ces m ight afford, in th e  delineation of  
th e  life o f  Je su s  ; and how ever m uch w e m ay adm ire, 
in  th e ir  p ro p er place, th e  inspired u tte ra n ce s  o f  a  
P salm ist, an  Isaiah , a Jerem iah , o r  a  D an iel, we value  
th em  n o t when to rn  from  th e ir  p ro p er sphere, and made 
to  do service  in th e  building up o f a fiction which is only  
calcu lated  to  m islead.

A s wo have rem arked, wo a re  b o rn e o u t in th is view  
o f  th e  less than doubtful value o f  tho p ren atal allusions, 
b y w riters  o f  in telligen ce and research  o f  th o  present 
d ay , who have given th e ir  a tte n tio n  to  th is asp ect o f  tho  
su b ject, O n e o f th ese w riters  r e m a rk s :— “ T h ere  is no 
portion  o f  th e  sacred  w ritings ov er which hangs a veil of 
such dim ob scu rity , o r  regard in g  th o  m eaning o f  which  
such hopeless discrepancies have prevailed am on g C h ris
tia n  D ivines, as th e  P ro p h etical B ook s o f  th o  H ebrew  
C anon. T h e  difficulties to  which tho En glish  read er is 
exposed by th e  ex trem e d efects o f  th o  received tra n sla 
tio n , its  confused o rd er and erron eou s divisions, a r e  a t  
p resen t n early  insuperable. N o C hronology is observed  
a n d  tho earlier, and th e  la te r , tho genuine, and tho  
spurious, a re  m ixed to g e t h e r ; and som etim es the  
prop hecies o f  tw o individuals o f  different epochs a re  
given  us under th e  sam e n am e. In  th e  case  o f  som e of  
th e  m o re  im p o rtan t o f thorn, w e a ro  in doubt as to  the  
d ate , th e  author, and th o  in terp retatio n , and on th e

Suestion w h eth er th e  prediction s related  exclu siv ely  to  
ew ish, o r  to  g en eral h istory , to  C yru s, o r  to  J e s u s , to  

Z erubbabel, o r  to  C h rist, to  A n tioch u s E p ip haues, to  
T itu s , o r to  N ap oleon, to  even ts long p ast, o r  to  even ts  
still in th e  rem ote f u tu r e ; th e  m ost conflicting opinions 
have been held w ith equal confidence b y m en o f  equal 
learning. T h ere  is n o d ep artm en t o f  th eology in which  
divines have so universally assum ed  th e ir  conclusions, 
and m odified  th e ir  prem ises to  su it th em  as in th is .”  
(G re g 's  C reed  o f  C hristen dom , vo l., 1 p. 7 2 .)

"We forb ear a t  p resen t, an y  fu rth e r qu otation s, as  in 
su b seq uent p o rtion s o f  o u r  w ork, wo shall have occasion  
to  allude to  opinions o f  a  sim ilar ch a ra cte r. O u r read ers  
will very  easily p erceive , how read ily  we m ay be misled 
a t  th e  o u tse t o f  an  in qu iry such as  th is , did we, w ith o u t  
qu estion in g th e  p rop riety  pnd value of such a  proceed 
in g , ad o p t as  valid , th e  so called  allusion s to  J e s u s  in 
th e  O ld  T estam en t. "W ith m an y w riters , who in sist on  
th e  su p ern atu ral ch a ra cte r  o f  J e s u s , an d  th e  exclu siv ely  
divine n a tu re  o f  his w ork , su ch  a n  ap p lication  o f  Old  
T e stam en t u tte ra n ce s  has seem ed to  bo a  n ecessity  ; and  
having been on ce  adopted , and rece iv in g  th e  stam p o f  
a n  infallible dogm atism , to  d e p a rt from  su ch  a  b elief has  
been ch aracterized  as  ra n k  in fid elity ; and a g a in st all 
ob jectors, h o w ever m uch th e y  m ay show  th e  relev an cy  
o f  th e ir  a rg u m e n ts , is  hu rled  an ath em a o f  th e  m o st hor- 
riblp ch a ra cte r . "We c a n  afford, how ever, to  leave th ese  
positivists to  th e ir  ow n fierce  delights o f  d en ou n cin g  all 
who d are to  differ from  th e m , a n d  by th is  ¿ c a n s ,  gain  a  
g r e a te r  freedom  o f in vestig ation .

"W e now e n te r  u p o n  an  a s p e c t o f  o u r  su b je ct which  
has been surrounded w ith a  m y stery  calcu lated  to  sh u t 
o u t a ll possibility, o f  arriv in g  a t  an y  ra tio n a l view  o f  th e  
t r u t h  re sp ectin g  th e  p aren tag e  oi J e s u s . T h ose  who 
confin e th em selves to  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t R e co rd s , are  
b o u n d  to  th e  belief, th a t  Je su s  h ad no e a r th ly  fa th er. 
A n d , th is , w e m ay  sav , is  a n o th er false s tep  in th e  a t 
te m p t to  d elin eate  th e  life o f  Je su s.

I t  is  a  rem ark ab le  fa c t , th a t  n o t  Je su s  a lo n e, b u t  
n u m ero u s o th e r  h isto rica l person ag es, who th ro u g h  a  
v a r ie ty  o f  c ircu m sta n ce s  h av e  b een  raised  in  th e  estim a

tion  o f  th eir fellow  m en, have received  a t  th e ir  hands the  
honour o f  a  su p e rn a tu ra l origin. H is to ry  te lls  us of  
personages, both before a n d  a f te r  J e s u s , who have been 
th u s deified ; so , th a t, w ere  th is  d eclara tio n  resp ectin g  
Je su s  tru e , th e  sam o th in g  m u st be a d m itte d  in th e  case  
o f th e  o th e r cla im an ts ; and , th en , w h a t becom es o f  the  
exclusiveness which is dem anded for J e s u s , as  th e  only be
g o tten  Son o f  G od ? I t  will be found on  exam in ation , 
th a t tins dogm a o f the C h u rch , like m an y o th e rs , iB en
tire ly  w ith o u t foun dation  ; and th a t  n o t even  th o  E v an 
g elistic  R ecord s give an y  co lo u rin g  th e re to , b u t ra th e r  
co n trad ict it. A n d , indeed, i t  is qu ite u n n ecessary  for the  
estab lish m en t o f  a valid basis, on  w hich to  r e s t  the  
ch a ra cte r  o f  J e s u s  as  a  T e a ch e r, and th e  b ro th e r o f  
M a n ; for if  he bo G od, th e n  w h at becom es o f  his 
brotherhood ; and farew ell to  th a t  bond o f  sym p ath y  by 
which one so estim ab le , is  bound to  h u m an ity , an d , from  
which springs any valu e th a t su ch  union m ay  possess. 
R eg ard  Je su s  in th e  n atu ra l lig h t w hich a  re je c tio n  o f  
th o  dogm a o f his su p ern atu ra l con cep tion  involves, and  
th en , th e  cou rse  is c lear , to  t r a c e  his life a s  th e  life o f  
an y  o th e r h isto ric  p erson ag e is tra ce d . I t  is  only by 
u tte rly  ignorin g th o  actio n  o f  o u r  reaso n , th a t  th e  su p er
n atu ra l con cep tion  o f  Je su s  in th e  w om b o f  a  V irg in  can  
be accep ted  ; and if  th a t  be n ecessary  in th is  in stan ce , 
who can tell, b u t w e shall end by ig n o rin g  th e  op eration  
o f our reasonin g facu lties a lto g e th e r; a n d  th en , good-bye  
to  in tellig en t apprehension o f  an y  f a c t  co n n ected  w ith  
ou r existen ce.

T he P a ren ta ge  o f  J e s u s ,  m u st o f  n e ce ss ity , b e  involved  
in som e so r t o f  ob scu rity . T h a t he w as b o rn  in N a z a 
re th , seem s to  bo gen erally  acce p te d  b y a ll b u t th ose  
who conliuo them selves to  th e  E v a n g e lis tic  R eco rd s. 
O ne of th e  m ost accom plished com p ilers o f  th e  life o f  
J e s u s , says :— “ A ll his life J e s u s  w as d esig n ated  by th e  
nam e o f th o  N az a re n c , and it  is on ly  by a  r a th e r  e m 
barrassed  and ro u n d -ab o u t w ay , th a t  in th e  leg en d s  
resp ectin g  him, ho is m ade to  be b o rn  a t  B eth leh em .

. . . . T h o p recise  d ate  o f  his b irth  is  unknow n.
I t  took p lace u n d er th o  re ig n  o f  A u g u stu s , ab o u t th e  
R om an y e a r  7 5 0 , probably som e y e a rs  b efore th e  y e a r  I  
o f  th a t e ra  which all civilized people d ate  fro m  th o  day  
which ho was b o rn .” (R e n a n , p. 4 6 ) .

I n  th o  village o f N a z a re th , th en , J e s u s  firs t opened  
his eyes on th e  scen es o f  hu m an life. I t  n eed  n o t be  
disputed th a t his M o th e r’s nam e w as M ary  ; o r , th a t  
his F a th e r 's  nam o was Jo se p h , and th a t  th e y  w ere  
in hab itan ts o f  th a t  qu iet and ob scu re  village. W h a t  
occu p ation  th e  fa th e r  m ay h a v e  follow ed is  o f  very  
little  con seq u en ce, a lth o u g h , if  an y  re lian ce  c a n  be 
placed on som e p o rtio n s o f  th o  E v a n g e lis tic  R e c o rd  he  
w as a  carp en ter, probably a  m ak er o f  a g ricu ltu ra l im 
plem ents, and, by th is m eans, sustain ed his fam ily in th e  
usual h u m b le cond ition w hich p ertain ed  to  th e  lo t  o f  
such persons.

A  fa r  g r e a te r  in te re st a tta ch e s  to  th e  qu estion  o f  th e  
ea rly  life  o f  Je su s , th a n  a s  to  w h at o ccu p ation  his fa th e r  
followed. B o rn  in N a z a re th , and o f  p a re n ts  w hose  
lim ited m eans w ould n o t p e rm it o f  th e ir  ro am in g  ab o u t  
th e  co u n try , i t  is  probable th a t  Je su s  w as re a re d  in th a t  
village, and acq u ired  th e  elem en ts o f  learn in g  com m on  to  
p erson s in such a  p osition  from  th e  re a d e r  in  th e  S y n a- 

ogue, who w as in variably  th e  sch o o lm aster in  th e  sm all 
ewish tow ns.

I t  has been su gg ested , th a t  th e  p a re n ts  w ere  in  som e  
d eg ree  con n ected  w ith th e  S o cie ty  o f  th e  E ssen es , and  
th a t  Je su s  in a f te r  years, also  b ecam e a  m em b er o f  th a t  
fra te rn ity . B e  th is  as  i t  m ay, i t  seem s p r e tty  ce rta in  
th a t th e  youth fu l tra in in g  o f  J e s u s , w as o f  th e  p u re s t,  
as  w ell as o f  th e  sim p lest c h a ra c te r . F r o m  his m o th e r’s  
b reast, be m ay have im bibed th e  e lem en ts  o f  a  n o u rish 
m en t calcu lated  to  fo s te r  th e  goodness o f  a  n a tu re  de
rived  from  a  w o rth y 's ire ; and , u n d er th e  influence o f  
th a t  sim ple hom o c ircle , com bined w ith a  gu ard ian sh ip  
o f  a  h ig h er ord er, th e  in fan t, th e  child, th e  y o u th , g rew  
u p  to  find him self possessed  o f  ed u cated  facu lties, su ch  
as  w ould re n d e r  him  useful in  his d ay  an d  g e n e ra 
tion .

T re a tin g  o f  th e  P a re n ta g e  an d  B ir th p la c e  o f  J e s u s ,  
w e a r e  co n strain ed  to  re m a rk  u p o n  th e  c o n tra d ic to ry  
ch a ra c te r  o f  th e  in form ation given  in  th e  E v a n g e lis tic  
n a rra tiv e s  con cern in g  th ese  m a tte rs . W e  a r e  to ld , th a t
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Je su s  had n o e a rth ly  F a t h e r ,  and , again , w e a r e  inform ed  
th a t he w as th e  Son o f  Jo se p h , I t  is also d eclared , th a t  
he w as born a t  B eth leh em  ;Nand alm o st in th e  sam e co n 
n ection , and as  a  ru le  th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tire  h isto ry , he is 
declared to  be o f N a z a re th  : and , th is , in such a  way, 
th a t th e  in feren ce  o v er and ov er again  m u st necessarily  
be, th a t N a z a re th , and n o t B eth leh em , was th e  placo of  
his birth . H is  affirm ed b irth  in B eth leh em , like the^ac- 
c o u n to f  th e  h eavenly  hoBts ap p earin g  to  th e  Shepherds, 
th e  v isit o f  th e  w ise m en , and his jo u rn e y  in to  E g y p t, 
m ay be classed , w e th ink , am on g th e  p re ttily  co n s tru c te d  
mytliB used to  in vest th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  Je su s  in a fte r  
tim es w ith u n du e im p o rtan ce . B u t  a t  th is  we a re  n o t  
surprised, for even a t  th e  p re se n t day, w riters ex is t, who 
p resen t fo r  th e  d electa tio n  o f  th e ir  read ers, th e  m ost far 
fetched and ro m a n tic  im aginings as  fa cts  in th e  his
to ry  o f Je su s . I t  is from  th is cau se , th a t so little  has 
been realized  o f th e  probable even ts o f  his l ife ; and, 
th e  tr u e  lessons whicli th a t  life is calcu lated  to  teach  
have been lo st a lto g e th e r , and in th e ir  place, dogm as 
su b stitu ted , w hich have had th e  effect o f  filling the  
world w ith v io len ce , m isery , and death !

T h e  question , liow ever, a r is e s : is i t  possible a t  all to  
arrive a t  a n y  sa tisfa cto ry  estim ation  of w h at th e  real 
c h a r a c te r  o f his early  h istory  m ay have been ? G ra n t
ing th a t a lm o st in su p erab le  difficulties lie in ou r way, 
wo think th a t  a t  an y  r a te , a n  ideal m ay be co n stru cted  
as  nearly  ap p ro ach in g  th e  tru th  as i t  is possible to  a t 
tain . F o llo w in g  o u t th e  plan w ith which wo s tarted , 
th a t  a  g r e a te r  freedom  o f th o u g h t m ay be used th an  is 
usual, an d  re g u la tin g  th e  ad o p tion  o f  a tta in ab le  facts  by 
th e  exercise  o f  a n  ed u cated  reaso n , w e t r u s t  to  succeed in 
th e  ob ject b efo re  us.

T he Y o u th  o f  J e s u s ,  m u st h av e  been passed am id co n 
siderable qu ietu de, and m o st lik e ly  devoid o f  personal 
excitem en t, a t  a n y  r a te , until his tw elfth  y ear, w hen he 
w ould acco m p an y h is p aren ts to  Jeru salem , to  th e  ce le 
bration  o f  th e  p assover. B u t  how w ere th ose tw elve  

ears  filled up , and a t  how early  a  period o f his child- 
ood did he begin to  m an ifest a  disposition for m oro  

serious th o u g h t ? T h e  an sw er to  th ese  qu estion s will de
pend on several th in g s ; disposition, co n d u ct o f  parents, 
influence o f  su rro u n d in gs, and m eans possessed to  im-

Erove th e  m ind, and e x c ite  th o u g h ts  w hich w ould give 
irth  to  fu tu re  pu rp oses.

If , as we su gg ested , i t  w as tru e  th a t  his p aren ts  w ere  
co n n ected  in d irectly  w ith th e  se c t  o f  th e  E ssen es , thoro  
would flow, as  a  m a tte r  o f  cou rse , a ro u n d  him , a  stream  
o f  influence ca lcu la ted  to  fo s te r  n o tio n s such as  w ore de
veloped in his fu tu re  days. I n  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  one  
G od, th e  b o th e r h o o d  o f m an, w ith m an y o th e r notions  
p revalen t a t  th e  tim e , and probably th e  p ecu liar ten ch  - 
m gs se t fo rth  in  th e  B o o k  o f  E n o ch , a  book m uch in 
vogue, and h ighly  reg ard ed  b y  th e  Jew s, b u t full of 
m ystic u t te r a n c e s ;  u n d er th e  influence o f  such te a ch 
ings, his y o u th  w ould be spen t. A n d  th u s  th e  seeds of 
th o u g h t w ould be sow n, n o t to  ap p ear a t  o n ce, but after  
m an y days to  sp rin g  up , and assu m e a  shape p ecu liar to  
th e  disposition and p erso n ality  o f  Je su s.

W e  a re  n o t in clin ed  to  th in k  th a t  for a  considerable  
tim e, an y  n o tio n  w ould be form ed in th e  m ind o f Je su s,  
th a t he w as to  assu m e a  m oro th a n  ordinarily  prom inent 
position am on g h is co u n try m en . I n  ch a ra cte r  he was, 
w e th ink , w h a t is  te rm e d  precociou s, and in h erited  from  
a  spiritually-m ind ed m o th e r th e  disposition ra th e r  to  
follow  th e  life o f  a  w an d erin g teach er, th a n  to  ad o p t th e  
trad e  o f  his fa th e r . A n d  in th is , he w as doubtless  
s tr e rg th e n e d  by a n  occasion al, o r  m ore freq u en t com 
panionship w ith  m en , who had becom e alive to  th e  m any  
ab u ses w hich ex isted  in th e  p revalen ce  o f  p ries tcraft and  

harisaism , ra m p a n t a t  th a t  tim e. H e  m ay also, have  
eard  d u rin g  his childhood and y o u th , m an y statem ents  

o f  th e  l a x  s ta te  o f  m orals, and th e  evident d ep artu re  
w hich prevailed  from  th e  sp irit o f  th e  n ation al religion; 
and , in  h is  y o u n g  m ind , un consciou sly  to  him self, th ere  
m ay h a v e  b een  form ed  p u rp oses p re g n a n t w ith th e  in
ten tio n  o f  w o rk in g  a  reform atio n .

W a s  J e s u s  a  h ealth y  child , ro b u st and con stitu 
tio n ally  s tro n g  ?  . W e  a r e  in clined to  th in k  n o t, and  
th a t  th is m ay  be the' s e c r e t  o f  th a t  con tem p lative sp irit 
w hich afterw ard s  m an ifested  i ts e lf  in  his subsequent 
ca re e r . N a z a re th , in  w h ich  he sp e n t h is childhood and

y o u th , and probably p a r t o f  his early m anhood, was con
sidered a  very  healthy lo cality , and from th is w c m ay 
in fer th a t J e s u s  notw ithstan din g would enjoy the  
average  health o f  hu m anity , and in th e  m anifestation  
o f an  am iable disposition, realize  m uch o f the tru th  of 
th e  legend which declares th at, as  he grew  in statu re , 
he also advanced in favour w ith men ; enjoying th e  com 
panionship o f th e  y o u th  o f  th e  place, and being ob
serv an t o f  th e  conduct and w ays o f his e ld ers. Thus, 
in th e  ordinary routine o f youthful village-life, would 
th e  days pass on, un til his jo u rn ey  to  Jeru salem  would  
afford an  occasion o f  m uch im portan ce to  th e  keen-eyed  
y o u th , who, althou gh in a  m easu re p artak in g o f  the  
roughness o f  cou n try  life, was nevertheless, sharp o f  in
te llect, m oderately cultivated , and ready to  gath er fur
th e r  s to res  o f knowledge.

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  

T H O U G II T  A S S O C IA T IO N .

O n Sunday J u ly  1 6 th , M r. D avid B la ir  occupied the  
platform , th e  ti tle  o f  his discourse b ein g,“ O nly a Bundle  
o f Old L e t te r s .”  H e  com m enced by req u estin g his 
audience to  supposo th a t in som e old buildiug th ey  had 
accid en tally  discovered a  bundle o f old le tte rs  which on 
tak in g  hom e and exam ining th e y  found to  throw  a  light 
on th e  history o f  th e  d istan t period when th ey  were 
w ritten , how in terested  th ey  would be, and w hat value 
th ey  w ould a tta ch  to  them . H e  instanced th e  recen t  
discoveries o f  old M SS. in a  ruined castle  n ear M adrid, 
which w ould n ecessita te  th e  history o f  th e  period th ey  
referred  to  being re-w ritten . H e  th en  proceeded to  
m ake an  analogy betw een th ese in stances and tho 
epistles o f  P au l, which he considered contained am ple  
in ternal evidences o f th e ir  genuiness. H e  eulogised  
P au l, whom he considered to  bo a  gen tlem an in every  
sense o f  th e  w ord, and aftor giving a  sh o rt acco u n t of 
his b irth , m iracu lou s convoision, lab ors and death, con
cluded by s ta tin g  th a t ho had boon th e  m eans o f proving  
th e  resu rrectio n  and life etern al th rou gh  C hrist Je su s. 
A t  tho conclusion o f  th e  address, which lasted upwards 
o f  an  hour, a  solo was sang, and th e  chairm an called 
upon som e person opposed to  th e  le c tu re r ’s position to  
step  forw ard , M r. D rew  responded, b u t before he could  
g e t a s ta rt, a  lady in tho body o f th e  hall, rose in tran ce  
and com m enced to  speak. H e r  u tteran ces  w ere a  
p ro te st a g a in st th e  idea o f tho D ivin ity o f  C hrist, which 
had been im plied by th e  lectu rer. W o u ld  G od, she 
said, com e in to  th e  w orld, occu p y a  hum an body and  
allow  him self to  be m urdered before he would consen t 
to  forgive his errin g  children ? th e  belief w as God dis
honoring, a  diabolical con cep tion  o f ou r heavenly father. 
T he salvation o f  m an did n o t re s t on his belief, but on 
his life and actio n s, if  ho had done w rong hern ho m ust 
com pensate for i t  in th e  fu tu re. T he speak er had read  
and believed in th e  B ible for 7 7  y e a rs , b u t had found  
since th a t  m uch of i t  w as u n tru e , reason was th e  te s t—  
th e  fu tu re  was one o f o tern al progression— the  
d o ctrines o f  th e  scrip tu res w ere im practicable* self  
preservation  was tho first law  of n atu re , you coulfl not 
ju stly  ignore you rself for others. T h e  con tro l apologised  
fo r  en croach in g on th e ir  tim e, and announced him self as  
th e  fa th er o f  tho m edium. M r. D rew  and M r. Sieve- 
w rig h t briefly criticised  M r. B la ir 's  le c tu re , and th e  
chairm an re g re ttin g  th a t tim e did n o t p erm it fu rth er  
discussion, called upon th e  le c tu re r  to  reply , M r. B lair  
com plained th a t  th ere  had been no discussion, ch a ra cte r
ised th e  previous speakers' rem ark s as  tom foolery , and  
was called to  o rd er by the chairm an. G en eral dis
satisfaction  w as expressed  a t  th e  lack o f op portu nity  
for discussion, which was attrib u ted  to  th e  len g th  o f  
M r. B la ir ’s discourse. T h e  chairm an declining to  se t  
aside th e  rules o f th e  association , M r. B la ir  proposed  
to  tak e  th e  H all fo r  an  e x tra  tw o ho u rs, b u t refused  
a  proposal to  adjourn for a  fortn ig h t, and a fte r  some 
discussion th e  assem bly disp ersed . O n th e  2 1 s t ,  M r. 
W . H . T e rry  lectu red  on  th e  M o ral T each in gs o f  
Spiritualism , ” d em o n stratin g  th a t  Spiritu alism  as  a  
religion w as E c le c tic , ap p ro p riatin g  th e  good o f  all 
religions. This le c tu re  w ill probably be published in  
extenso in n e x t  issue.
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H E R O  A N D  H E R O I N E .

[B y  the A u th o r o f  “ T h e  Coming ’t i m e "  L o ndo n, 1 8 7 6 .]  
T h e  above is th e  title  o f a  new novel, rem ark ab le in 

m any resp ects, for its dram atic ability and th e  p u rp o se
ful n atu re  o f  its in stru ction . T he a u th o r is evid en tly  of 
th e  m ost advanced school o f  m odern th o u g h t, and  
touches on m any o f  th e  qu estion s o f th e  day w ith a  
practised and d eterm in ed hand ;  though co n tra ry  to the  
usual run o f  reform atory  w riters , ho does n o t allow his 
disquisitions o r  opinions to  occu p y  m o re  th an  a  subor
dinate p a r t in th e  pow erful and in tr ica te  plot, which no  
cu rso ry  review  could do ju stice  to . I t  is hard to  detach  
a  specim en o f his s ty le  o f  argu m en t, and th e re  is but 
one scone in th e  book o f  so d idactic a  n a tu re  as  to  e n 
ti tle  i t  to  a  p lace in th ese  pages. I t  is a conversation  
betw een th e  hero, G ilb ert T h u rston , and his peculiar  
confidant (C h a p te r  5 , pp. 7 3 -1 ) ,  in which th e  key n o te  of 
th e  s to ry  is first s tru ck . T h e  a u th o r is rum oured to  be 
a  w ell-know n W e s t  o f  En glan d professor, and certain ly  
th e  landscape plentifully sca ttered  th ro u g h  its pages

Joints to  one long fam iliar with th e  pecu liarities o f  th a t  
¡s tric t, and th oroughly alive to  its m any beauties. 

" W e l l ,” said A in sley , stre tch in g  him self as  usual 
acro ss th e  fireplace, and tu rn in g  his c ig a r  with an  a ir  of 
g re a t relish under his dark m oustache, as ho settled  
him self in w hat ho was accu stom ed  to call his “  pulpit 
a ttitu d e ,”  “ M an in his relations with woman is e ith er a  
knave, a fool, o r a b ru te , often  a  cow ard, and alw ays a  
hypoerito.”

V ery  different from th e  m easured draw l o f  th is d o g 
m atic dictum  w ere th e  rich and soft but sw ift enu ncia
tio n s o f G ilbert, who, h a lf ly ing o n t he cou ch , poised his 
head upon his hands, and in th is b attlearray  replied,—
— “ O ne o f  th e  few good th ings L y tto n  over w rote  was 
to  th is  effect— T h a t an y th in g  con cern in g  th e  value of 
m oney, o r  th e  w orthlessness o f  women, would alw ays  
pass for wit with th e  vulgar. N ow  I  indulge in noithor 
y o u r cynicism  as to  m en, o r  th e  popular v erd ict on 
w om en, I  speak o f  th e  society  which th ey  cre a te  and  
com pose, in which as  W ord sw o rth  says—

“ C ustom  lieB upon us w ith a  w eight,
H eav y  as frost, and deep alm ost as  life,"

“ A nd so ns Sholley continu es it—
“ M akes blind and ob du rate th e  loftiest h e a rts .”  

Y o u  will g ra n t m e th at w hile social reform  is the  
m ost needed, i t  is n t th e  sam e tim e th e  m ost difficult 
and dangerous o f  all.

“ I t  certain ly  m akes us m ost un com fortab le,”  rejoined  
A in sley, cu rlin g  his whiskers co n ten ted ly , and h alf  shut- 
ing his eyes for th e  b etto r  en joym en t o f  his p resen t u n 
reform ed s ta te —

“ Y o u  will also g ra n t to  m e,” pursued G ilb ert, “  th a t  
th e  relation  o f M arriag o  is th e  highost, holiest, and m ost 
im p o rtan t th a t m an, o r  woman, can  o u te r  in to . B o th  
from  th e  pow erful influence for good o r  evil upon each  
o th e r, o f p ersons so closely co n n ected , and because o f  its  
om nipotence w ith re g a rd  to  fu tu re  gen eratio n s.” 

A in sley  w ith a  g lan ce  o f  lazy rem on stan ce a t  his earn es  
com panion, nodded w ithout speaking, and w atch ed  th e  
cu rls  o f sm oke vanishing above his head.

“  Y o u  m u st ow n th a t  th e  p re se n t conditions o f th ese  
sacred  relatio n s a re  am ong th e  m o st deplorable and d e 
grad in g  o f  o u r  m any social evils.”

A in sley  w ith  languid in ton ation , m urm u red th e  old 
G reek  p roverb  which is  b est rendered

“  T w o happy days in m a rria g e  a re  allow ed  
A  W if e  in w edding g a rb  o r in h er sh ro u d ."  

an d  sm iled com p lacen tly  up on his ow n placid  b ach elor  
existen ce . G ilb e rt continu d w ith even g r e a te r  en ergy—  
“  I t  is a  bondage— a  licen sed sy stem  o f  traffic in hum an  
bodies and souls. A  slavery  as  com p lete  and as d e 
basin g as  th e  A frican  and w ith o u t even  its  frag ile  ju s t i 
f ic a t io n -e n te r e d  up on  in blinded h aste , o r  in gross  
passion , continu ed in  stupefied desp air, in im potent an g er, 
o r  in  s ilen t m isery , concluded to o  o ften  in so rro w  and  
sham e.”  A in sley  drew  a  long b re a th , g a v e  a low  w histle  
a n d  tu rn in g  k ick ed  th e  co als  in th e  g r a te . G ilb ert w ith  
h is face  flushed p au sed  a  m om en t a n d  th e n  b eg an  again  
— “ Y o u  u n d erstan d  m e , I  speak o f  th e  system  as  a  whole  
a n d  a s  seen  from  a n  ideal stan d  point, ad m ittin g  freely  
th e  se lf  satisfaction  o f  m any, who, in H olm es lan gu ag e,

have n o t  b rain s enough to  go m ad , and th e  p e rfe ct H a p 
piness o f  th e  co n g en ial few  whom  a ccid e n t has brou gh t 
to g e th e r. I  sp eak  in th e  sam e sp irit as  P o p e’s E loisa  
w hen in th a t  g loriou s ap o stro p h e  she crie s—

“  C u r s e  o n  a l l  L a w s ,  b u t  t h o s e  w h i c h  L o v e  h a s  m a d e ,  
L o v e  f r e e  a s  a i r ,  a t ,  s i g h t  o f  h u m a n  t i e s  
S p r e a d s  h i s  s w e e t  w i n g s  a n d  i n  a  m o m e n t  f l i e s  ;
Not Gaidars' Empress would I deign to prove,
N o , m a k e  m e  m i s t r e s s  t o  t h e  m a n  I  l o v e .
I f  t h e r e  b e  y e t  a n o t h e r  n a m e  m o r e  f r e e ,
More fond, than mistress, make me that to Thee,
O h  h a p p y  s t a t e  !  W h e n  S o u l s  e a c h  o t h e r  d r a w ,
W h e n  L o v e  i s  L i b e r t y ,  a n d  N a t u r e  L a w ,

A in sley k n itted  his brow s and soem ed in ten t, b u t said  
nothing, w hile G ilb e rt who had risen  to  h is  f e e t  p aced  the  
room  quickly till stop pin g b efore  him  he resu m ed . “ To  
be b rie f  I  have th re e  prop ositions. A in sley  laughed, 
and said “ I  see  y o u r o b ject, you  a re  w ritin g  an  E ssa y , 
well you have th e  victim , let his end be sp eed y .”  G il
b e r t none th e  less Berious for a  sm ile replied—

“  F i r s t— M u tu al L o v e  is M arriag e .
S eco n d — W ith o u t i t  th e re  can  be none.
T h ird — T h e P re s e n t C erem on y is  p ern iciou s as  it  

ten d s to  violate  th ese.
A insley th ou g h tfu lly— “ T h ere  a re  g r e a t  conseq uences  

from  th ese. Y o u r  th ird  seem s p arad o xical b u t plain. 
T h ere  m u st be som e san ctio n  to  S o cie ty , som e 
reco gn ition  o f  th e  U n ion , and th is  is  th e  u se  o f  
C erem on y, T h ere  a re  in fa c t— tw o se cu ritie s  req u ired . 
O ne to  S o ciety , th e  o th e r  to  th e  In d iv id u al, whom  th e  
th e  K in g  delightoth to  h o n o r.”

“ I  am  p repared  fo r  th is ,"  said G ilb e rt ag ain  sittin g , 
“  th ere  should bo a L e g a l C o n tra c t  o f  P a rtn e rsh ip  p ro 
viding for th e  equ itab le  m an agem en t o f  possessions  
d u rin g  th e  co n tin u an ce  o f  th e  a g re e m e n t, and th e ir  
division in th e  even t o f  its d issolution  ; with provision  
for any C hildren o r  o th e r c ircu m stan ce .”

“ B u t  th e  ch ief point o f  difference is th is, co n tin u an ce , 
o r d isso lu tio n ; how w ould you lim it t h a t ?  asked  
A insley.

“ T h ere should be no lim it— W h e n  L o v e  ceases m ar
riages ceases o f n e ce ss ity ."

“ T ru e  th eo re tica lly , b u t a re  th e re  n o t p ra c tica l dan
g ers  to  th is sch em e ? ”

“  L e ss  th an  th e re  a re  m iseries to  th e  p re se n t,"  a t  once  
responded G ilb ert. “ T h ose loving will n o t p a rt, th ose  
careless will becom e m ore carefu l and ten d er, know ing  
th a t  in th e ir  behaviour depends th e  ex isten ce  o f  th e ir  
H ap pin ess ”

“ Y e t  th is  will seem  little  to  re ly  upon fo r  W o m an , 
who ru n s th e  g r e a te r  r isk ."

G ilb ert san g  ra th e r  th an  said—
“  I n  L o v e ,  i f  L o v e  b e  L o v e ,  i f  L o v e  b e  o u r s ,

F a i t h  a n d  U n f a i t h  c a n  n e ’e r  l i e  e q u a l  p o w e r s ,
U n f a i t h  i n  a u g h t  i s  w a n t  o f  F a i t h  i n  a l l .

T h ere  w as a  kindly to n e in A in sley ’s voice as  he r e 
plied. “ B u t  P o ets  m ust n o t tr y  to  realise  th e ir  foud  
Im agin ation s

“  E x p o s i n g  t o  t h e  e y e '  o f  d a y  
T h e i r  d e l i e n t o  c r e a t i o n s . ”

T o  a m odern m aiden th is  would be b u t s ca n ty  offer
ing | she would a t  on ce, ns “  O uida ”  te lls  us w om en  
love to  do, te s t  y o u r affection by y o u r ob edien ce.”

“ A n d  I  should rep ly ,” said G ilb ert, in v erse  ag ain —  
“I could not love thee dear so much 

Loved I  not honor more."
“ O n ly a heroine would b rave th o  w orld ’s sco rn , and  

t r u s t . so nobly ”— A insley replied w atch in g  G ilb ert  
keenly ; who colored  slightly  as  he answ ered,—

“  L o v e  m akes women heroines. M a ry  W o lls to n e scra ft  
and M rs Shelley as  well as th e  g r e a te s t  w om an o f th is  
ag e  have d ared  it , and w hy n o t an o th e r.”

“ Y o u  know th ese  prin ciples m ay be ab u sed ,” co n 
tinued A insley.

G ilb ert speaking lightly , pushed h is lo n g  fa ir  h air  
from  his broad forehead “  W h a t  p rin cip les a r e  n o t” —  

“ Y et that is not their weakness or their blame,
But their's that do abuse them unto i l l :

Nothing so good, but that thro guilty shame,
May be corrupted by the wicked will—

But Love is Lord of Truth and Loyalty,
Lifting himself ont of the lowly dust,

‘On golden plumes up to the purest sky 
_  Above the reach of loathsome sinful lust."

As Edmund Spenser hymns.”
“ Y ou are a dreamer Gilbert, and a dreamer will re

main’ —
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“ Y e s ”  said G ilb e rt, r a th e r  u n easy  u n d er his scru tin y , 
“ I  dream  w ith D a n te  w hen B e a tr ic e  led him —

“  I n t o  t h e  H e a v e n  t h a t  i s  e m b o d i e d  L i g h t ,

L i g h t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p l e t e  w i t h  L o v e ,
L o v e  a m i  t r u e  h a p p i n e s B  r e p l e t e  w i t h  J o y .
J o y  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  s w e e t n e s s  o f  D e l i g h t .

“ B ew are th a t like th e  ph ilosoph er w hoso gaze  was 
fixed upon th e  s ta rs  you fall n o t in to  a  w ell” was A in- 
ley's answ er given w ith u n u su al vigou r.

G ilb ert did n o t look up as h o replied— “ T ru th  fiives 
in a  well and I  th in k  m o st find i t  by som e su ch  a c c i
dent.”

“  A s y o u  have th is ,” A in sley ’s to n e  w as full o f  m ean 
ing, and decided now, th o u g h  still g en tle  “ Y o u  a re  in 
Love G ilb e rt.”

“ Y e s  A in sley ,” w as th e  sim p le stra ig h tfo rw ard  an- 
swor, given as  i t  used to  bo, w hen th e y  sto o d  sid e by  
side a t  school to g e t h e r ; h is lips trem b led  a  little , and  
his eyes w e re  v e ry  full w ith th e  sam e h o n est lo o k , th a t  
had disarm ed suspicion  in his U n cle 's  room , and ch eck ed  
th e  c u rre n t o f  his m o th e r’s w rath .

“  H av e y o u  spok en th e n .”
“ N o t y e t .”
“ W ill y o u  a sk  h e r  to  d are  th is .”
“  A ssu red ly  I  m u st. I f  she loves m e as I  love h er, 

she will co n sen t. I t  is w ron g for m e, a n  Infidel, to  ac 
ce p t th e  rite s  o f  th e  C h u rc h ; i t  is w ro n g  fo r  m e as  an  
H o n est m an , to  ob ey a  vicious L a w  which has caused  
«0 m uch suffering. So m e m u st b rave i t  and lead  m en  
to th e  b e tte r  w ay . T h o u g h  I  d o u b t n e ith e r m y self nor 
h er, for th e  sak e  o f  J u s t ic e  I  shall d are  it .”

“ I f  she re fu se .”
“ I  m u st b e a r m y b u rd en , and be as  I  have ever been  

— A lone. N o , N o t  a lo n e  old fellow, I  have y o u ”  
— and he p ressed  th e  offered h an d w arm ly.

A in sley spoke slow ly, w hile som eth in g  in his th ro a t  
m ade his h alf-jestin g  w ords m ore p en etratin g .

“ L e t  m e n o t to  th e  M a rria g e  o f  tru e  m inds ad m it 
im pedim ent, ”  b u t do n o t  e x p e c t to o  m u ch . Y o u  a re  a  
H e ro , to  a c ce p t th is  Bho m u st be a  H ero in e , g re a te r  
th an  Ip h ig en ia , g r e a te r  is  h e r  tria l th an  y o u rs— be p re 
p ared  for th e  w o rst.

" Y e t  b e c a u s e  R i g h t  i s  R i g h t ,  t o  f o l l o w  R i g h t ,
I s  W i s d o m  i n  t h e  s c o r n  o f  C o n s e q u e n c e . "

I T E M S  O F  N E W S  B Y  T H E  M A I L .

W b have re ce iv ed  a  le t te r  from  J .  M . P eeb les , d ated  
“ C h attan o o g a,”  A p ril 2 7 th , in w hich re fe rrin g  to  his 
recen t visit to  M e x ico  a n d  Y u c a ta n , he te lls  us th a t  he 
can  co n n ect th e  p y ram d s an d  ru in s  th e re , w ith th o se  of  
E g y p t and Phoenicia. H e  is  w ritin g  a  volum e on his 
trav els  in C e n tra l A m erica , an d  th is  w ill prob ably  delay  
th e  tim e o f  his d e p a rtu re  io r  th is  co u n try . T h e  “ C h at
tan oog a T im es”  sp eak s in high te rm s  o f  his le c tu re s  de
livered in th a t  c ity .

M r . J .  J .  H a r tm a n n , th e  sp ir it p h o to g rap h er, has 
again  su b m itted  to  a te s t  proposed b y his opponents. 
T he gallery , m ark ed  p la te s , a n d  app lian ces, o f  a  d e te r
mined sce p tic  b e in g  u sed , u n d er th e se  conditions th ree  
sp irit p h o to g rap h s w ere  ob tain ed.

A  m o st decisive t e s t  o f  th e  m ouldin g o f  S p irit hands  
th ro u g h  th e  m ediu m ship  o f  M rs  H a rd y , w as given on  
M a y  1st, a n d  re p e a te d  on  M a y  4 th . T h e  hand being  
m oulded in  a  lo ck ed  b o x , in p re se n ce  o f  a  com m ittee  
who a t t e s t  th e  re p o rt.

T he p ap ers  to  h an d  b y  th e  C alifornia m ail, con tain  
m an y in te re s tin g  m a tte rs , b u t th e  d elay in th e ir  delivery  
p reven ted  u s  g ivin g  e x tr a c ts  th is  m onth.

T h e  A . J .  D a v i s  T e s t i m o n i a l .— T he undersigned  
w ill b e  h ap p y to  re ce iv e , an d  forw ard  su b scrip tion s to -  

*'̂ le  a.^?ve'  th e  o b je c t o f  w hich is  to  relieve th is  
noble and d isin terested  w o rk e r in  th e  cau se o f  H u m an  
p ro g ress  from  th e  n e ce ss ity  o f  clo se  ap p licatio n  to  busi
n ess, and th e re b y  leav e  him  op en to  fu rth e r in sp iratio n  
by w hich th e  w o rld  w ill benefit. W .  H I  T e rry .

R E L I G I O N .

R elig ion  is a  m arvellou s light,
P ro ceed in g  from  above ;

T h a t ch arm s, and fills us w ith delight, 
A n d  w arm s ou r h earts  w ith love !

C reeds are  like shackles th a t  divide, 
P e rp le x , and gall m ankind ;

L o ve th e  e lix ir  w e confide,
T o heal, un ite, and bind.

L o v e , first to  G od, and th en  to  m en,
T o  self, ou r neighbour to o  ;

T o  ch eer us, and to  stren gth en  when  
O u r duties we pursue.

A  sacred  pleasu re i t  im parts,
A n d  se lf consu m es aw ay ;

I t  sooth es, and purifies ou r hearts,
A n d  aids us w hen w e pray.

W h e n  E a r th ly  cares  w e’ll leavo behind, 
F o r  o th e r  sp h eres m o re  fair,

T h a t tre a su re  need n o t be resigned ,
W e ’ll b ear i t  w ith us th e r e !

H o w  long ’tw ill last, how g re a tly  bless,
I s  n o t for us to  say ;

'Tw ill yield th e  p u re st happiness,
T h o h ig h e st ecstasy .

R E C L U S E .

O U R  F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E S .

B v  C . W .  R o n  n e e , M .D ., H a m i l t o n .
W o  tra n s la te  h ere  from  th e  M a rch  nu m b er o f E l  

C riterio  E sp iritis ta  an  in terestin g  lead er on  th e  su b ject 
o f “  P h y sical M an ifestation s" by th e  able p en o f  D . 
S u arez , who seem s to have ca u g h t th e  firs t gleam s o f  
th e  risin g  sun o f  o u r  g ran d  philosophy o f  Spiritu alism . 
O n ly a  sensitive h e a rt m atu red  in th e  w arm  and genial 
clim e o f  H isp an ia  could have given exp ression  to  th e  
th o u g h ts  so full o f  su p ern al insp iration  con tain ed  in th e  
subjoined essay .

W e  see  everyd ay  ann ou nced in th e  Sp iritu a
lis tic  p ress  o f  th e  whole w orld tr u ly  surprising  
fa c ts  and extrao rd in ary  phenom ena, so m u ch  so th a t  if  
w e w ere  n o t convinced th a t  n e ith e r th e  m ech anical n o r  
th e  physical law s, n o r  th e  g en era l law s o f  n a tu re , can  
e v er be a lte re d  by an y th in g  o r  anybody, we m igh t feel 
in clined to  elev ate  th e ir  realization  to  th e  con cep tion  o f  
th o se  prodigies and su p ern atu ral efforts w hich receive in  
th e  litu rg y  o f  a ll positive religions th e  honorable dis
tin ctio n  o f  m iracles. N u m b ors o f people a re  assisting  
to  p resen t th ese  facts, p ag es a r e  filled w ith th e ir  des
crip tion , scien ce analyses and stu d ies th em , th e y  a re  
th e  o b ject o f  discussions and controversies, th e  trib unals  
som etim es m eddle with th em , and th e  frivolous laugh, 
th e  ob servers m aintain  silence, th e  tru ly  wise m en sus
pend th e ir  ju d g m en t, quietly w aitin g fo r  th e  fa c t to  ana
lyse i t  first, and to  reply  afterw ard s, w ith th e  lum inous  
affirm ations o f  th e  tru th , to  th e  sco rn  and con tem p t of 
th o se  w ho do n o t wish e ith er to  see  o r  hear.

N a tu re  herself, alw ays prod igal and activ e, ren d s th e  
veil w hich con ceals h e r  m ysteries. T h e  m orcjfw e an a
ly se  and stu d y , th e  m o re  we find m a tte r  in terp en etrated  
b y  spirit, th e  m o re  wo find sp irit vivifying m a tte r . U n 
kn ow n fo rces  w hich realise b ru te  m otions, r a re  eftects  o f  
unknow n cau se , and surprising chan ges and a lteratio n s  
h ith erto  ad m itted  by scien ce, th is is it , w h at app ears, 
prod uces, and re p e a ts  itse lf  in all p arts  o f  th e  w orld w ith  
a  c e rta in  te n a city  o f purpose, and is a n  ascen d in g  pro-' 
g ressio n  ; and nev erth eless th e re  a re  n o t m any read y  to  
exp lain  from  w h ence th ese  things com e, as if  a  now  w orld  
w as in th e  a c t  o f p artu ritio n , as  i f  a  new  cosm ical re v o 
lu tio n  w as go in g  to  be in itia ted , as  i f  new  an d  w ider 
horizons o f  splendour w ere on  th e  ev e  o f  d iscovery for 
th e  hu m an m ind and th è  in tellig en ce  o f  m an. T h e  spi
r its  ra ise  th e ir  pow erful voices a t  th e  doors o f  th e  w ise, 
th e y  to u ch  lig h tly  w ith th eir, invisible w ings th e  forehead  
o f  th e  th in k er, and silen tly  d ra g  th e ir  flowing and fluidic 
robes th ro u g h  th e  p laces w h ere suffering an d  m isfortu ne  
dwell. N o ises, voices, ap p aritio n s, shadow y form s in  
darkened room s, chan ges o f  g ra v ity  in bodies, m agnetic  
cu rre n ts  w hich c o u n te ra ct th e ir  in ertia , an d  w hich in



1064 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

tlio  organism s produce th e  effect o f  a  now vital sap , o f  a 
new  circu la tin g  liquid, o f  a  now h&vt which ligh ts up the  
eyes with fresh splendours, and illum ines th e  brains  
w ith now ideaB, and transm its th e  th ou g h ts th ro u g h  in
visible wires w ith a velocity g re a te r  than th at o f  th e  
so lar ray . A nd all th is is m anifesting itself  sim u lta
neou sly  in every  q u arter o f  th e  globe, in all th e  high 
and low places, in th e  p alace  and in th e  c o tta g e , in the  
g re a t cities and in th e  little  ham lets, all th is  a  certain  
som ething w an ts to speak o u t, a certain  som ething w ants  
to  m anifest and reveal. I t  is  th u s  th a t w e becom e con
firm ed, th a t th ese revolu tions in th e  ordinary m arch  o f  
life on ou r p lan et a re  n o t m an ifestation s o f  physical 
forces only, b u t th a t, invading in g ran d er p rop ortion s the  
m oral w orld, th e  san ctu ary  o f  th e  conscien ce, and the  
em pire o f th e  in te llect and reason, th ey  have produced, 
a n a  a re  still producing, a n  im m ense evolution in the  
ideas ; new  th eories a re  in itiated n o t only in philosophy 
b u t also in politics and religion, new modes o f reasoning  
a r e  in trodu ced in to  new creed s, g re a t asp iration s to 
w ard s th e  Infinite fill th e  b reasts  o f m en, as if all m an
kind felt itself  im pelled by th ese  forces to  realize  a new  
p rogress, and was desirous o f  tak ing a new gigan tic  step  
tow ards G od. L e t  us theroforo be hopeful, for wo have 
a  r ig h t to  hope, since science has laid hold o f  th ose m ani
festation s ; science itself  now prom otes th e ir  in vestiga
tio n , stu d y, and analysis ; scien ce does n o t re s t satisfied  
in its  p resen t surprise a t  th e  astonishing phenom ena, and  
will continu e its research es  until i t  has found its proper 
bearin gs w ith resp o ct to  th e  unknown laws o f  th e  m ys
teriou s effects produced. I n  th e  m eantim e, philosophy  
is serious in n er investigation s and m ed itation s, and 
contem p lating th e  im m ensity o f space, peopled b v stran ge  
beings, and feeling th a t space is  p reg n an t w ith in telli
g en ces which ca rry  and convey th e  good news in a  c ircu it  
roun d th e  w orld, she tu rn s to  m an and says to  him, 
“  B eh old  th ere  thy past, see h ere th y  fu tu re .”

8 P I B I T  C I R C L E S  A N D  T H E  U S E  O F  T H E  

P L A N C H E T T E .

S e v e r a l  enquiries having reach ed us in referen ce  to  the  
form ation  o f  circles, and th e  use o f  p la n ch o tte ; we 
re-publish th e  following, which ap p eared  ns a n  appendix  
to  th e  V icto rian  edition o f “ W h a t 's  o 'clock  P”  as co n 
taining th e  n ecessary  in form ation , in a  condensed form .

“  T o  th e  R ead ers o f  th is W o r k , who can  sufficiently  
ap p reciate  th e  im portan ce o f  th e  su b ject tre a te d  upon, 
a n a  a re  con seq u en tly  p repared  to  devoto a  few hours  
to  i ts  in vestigation , th e  follow ing b rief directions will be 
found serv iceab le , and m aterially  fa cilita te  th e  object 
th e y  have in view. A  higher o b ject th an  m ere cu riosity , 
is  n ecessary  to  en su re D em on stration  o f  th e  fa cts  r e 
lated. I t  is  possible in som e in stan ces  for persons to  
in vestigate  successfully alone ■ b u t i t  is ra re  th a t  all the  
qualifications n ecessary , a re  to  be m et w ith in one  
individual. I t  is  b e tte r  en tered  upon by an association  
o f  s ix  (o r  m o re ), individuals, w ith as  g re a t a d iversity  
o f  tem p eram en t as possible. I f  able to  g e t  to g eth er th e  
req u isite  n u m b er, i t  is b e tte r  to  form  a  circle  in th is  
w is e ; viz., le t  th e  com pany s it  dow n arou n d  a  m od er
a te ly  sized loo tab le , o r  lig h t sq u are one, w ith th e  dark  
and fair, o r  positive and neg ativ e tem p eram en ts  a lte r 
n ate  ; s it  in an  ea sy  position, w ith th e  palm s o f  the  
hands on  th e  tab le  and th e  r ig h t h an d to u ch in g  th e  
neighbours left, so as  to  m ake a  com plete chain, (h ave  
a t  h an d a p lan ch ette  and som e la rg e  w hite p ap er.) T he  
firs t indication o f  an  In flu en ce is a  slig h t vibration o r  
w avy sensation un der th e  han d, altbou gn th e  tab le  m ay  
n o t p ercep tib ly  m ove, if  th is  is d istin ctly  felt, a  m ove
m e n t o f  th e  tab le  is su re  to  follow . T h e  m o st com m on  
m ovem en t is  th e  elevation  o f  o n e  side o f  th e  tab le , b u t a  
r o ta r y  o r  la te ra l m ovem ent will often  o ccu r. Should a  
d istin c t m ovem ent o ccu r, on e o f  th e  c ircle  should ask  
th e  invisible influence t o  m ove th e  ta b le  tow ard s th e  
person whom th e y  c a n  beBt influence as  a  m e d iu m ; 
w hen this is accom p lished all questions should be p u t  
b j  th e  person so  selected , who a c ts  as  ch airm an  o f  th e  
meeting. T h e  ordinary and perhaps m ost ap p ro p ria te  
questions to  b eg in  w ith a re , “ I s  th e re  a  sp irit p re s e n t

if so will i t  m ove th e  ta b le  a  c e rta in  n u m b er o f  tim e s ? ”  
T h is b ein g  an sw ered  sa tisfa cto rily , m ak e a n  a rra n g e 
m en t with th e  u n seen  influence, th a t  th re e  m ovem ents  
shall signify a n  affirm ative ; one, a  n eg ativ e  ; an d  tw o  
do ubtful. I f  th e  q u estion s a re  an sw ered  fluently , 
su g g e st th e  use o f th e  a lp h ab et. T h e  m edium  slowly 
rep eatin g  th e  le tte rs  th e  ta b le  b ein g  raised  a t  th e  rig h t  
one, u n til a  w ord  is Bpelt o u t. I n  th is  w ay w h ere th e  
co n tro l o f  th e  tab le  is good, m essages o f  a  consid erab le  
len g th  m ay be received . D o n o t ask  q u estion s on 
p u rely  m aterial su b jects , n o r  p resn m e th a t  sp irits  know  
everyth in g , o r  you will m e e t w ith d isap p oin tm en ts. I f  
a fte r  h a lf  an  h o u r's  sittin g , y o u  should n o t  su cceed  in 
ob tain ing a m ovem ent, b rin g forw ard  th e  p la n ch e tte , 
lay  a  la rg e  sh e e t o f  p ap er on  th e  tab le , an d  p lace  th e  
p lan ch o tte  upon it , b etw een  tw o o f  th e  s itte rs , th e  apex  
(co n ta in in g  th e  p en cil) from  th em . T h e  p erson  to  the  
left o f  i t  should p lace  th e  r ig h t hand, and th e  one to  th e  
rig h t, th e  le f t hand upon i t ; a t  first th e  a rm  m ay rest  
upon th e  tab le, b u t a f te r  a  li ttle  w hile ra ise  i t ,  a n d  le t  
th e  p ressu re  on  th e  p lan ch ette  be as  lig h t as  possible. 
I f  a m ovem ent is ob tain ed, i t  on ly  req u ires ap p lication  
to  lead to  th e  recep tio n  o f  in tellig ib le  w ritin g , which  
m ay com e on th e  first occasion  o r  ta k e  se v e ra l s ittin g s  
to  develope. Should th e  first tw o n o t su cce e d , le t  tw o  
oth ers try , tr y  also  d ifferen t co m b in atio n s, un til you  
have exh au sted  th e  m aterial o f  y o u r  c irc le , th is  will 
seldom  h a p p e n ; b u t if  i t  should do so, i t  will be neces
sary  to  add to  its  n u m b ers. T o  e n su re  su ccess  and  

rogross, th e  c ircle  should m e e t re g u la rly , and w hen th e  
ost a rran g em en t o f  th e  individuals com p osin g  i t  has  

been ascertain ed , th e y  should be ca re fu l to  o ccu p y  th e  
sam e positions a t  th e  ta b le  on  e v e ry  o ccasio n . I f  
s tra n g e rs  a r e  allow ed to  jo in  th e  c irc le  a f te r  i t  has 
com m en ced th e  recep tio n  o f  co m m u n icatio n s, i t  often  
has a disturbin g effect, and is likely to  lead  to  u n satis
fa cto ry  resu lts.

M o st p erson s have som e m ediu m istic pow er, and it 
rare ly  happens th a t  w h ere th e re  a r e  th r e e  o r  fou r  
p ersons in a  fam ily, th e y  ca n n o t g e t  th e  P la n c h e tte  to  
o p erate , even w ith o u t form in g a c irc le , b u t th e  evidences  
so obtained a re  n o t a lw ays so sa tis fa c to ry  as  th ose  
obtained by sy stem atic  ap p lication . I f  th e  in v estig ation  
¡b e arn estly  pnrsued, h ig h er form s o f  m edium ship grow  
o u t o f  it, in acco rd an ce  w ith th e  develop ing ca p a c ity  o f  
th e  individuals com posin g it.

W . H . T .

T R A N C E  S P E A K I N G  A S S E M B L Y  A T  C A S T L E -  
M A I N E .

S i n c e  th e  cessation  o f  th e  Su nd ay even in g serv ices a t  
C astlem ain e, th e  sp iritu alists  th e re  have f e lt  th e  w an t 
o f som e p lace o f  m eetin g for m u tu al im p ro v em en t and 
edification. T o  m e e t th is w an t to  som e e x te n t , M r. 
Ja m e s  Shaw , w ith his u su al lib erality  offered th e  u se  
o f  his room  and h arm onium  th e re in , and sev era l o f  th e  
friends in his neighbourhood availin g th em selves o f  his  
offer, a re  in th e  hab it o f  m eetin g  th e re  e v e ry  S u nd ay  
evening for co n v ersatio n , m u sic a n d  s p ir it  co n tro l. 
B ein g  in C astlem ain e one Su nd ay re ce n tly , w e acce p te d  
a n  in v itatio n  to  be p resen t a t  th e  even in g m eetin g , and  
accom p anied  by M r. an d  M rs. B am fo rd , a rriv ed  a t  M r. 
S h aw ’s resid en ce a t  ab o u t 7  p.m . I n  a  sh o rt tim e  th e  
room  w as full, a n d  e v e ry  availab le  s e a t  tak en  up . 
A fte r  a  li ttle  con v ersation  M r . Shaw  g a v e  o u t  a  hym n  
from  th e  C astlem ain e co llectio n , w h ich  w as su n g to  
harm onium  acco m p an im en t. D u rin g  th e  sin g in g  M rs. 
B am ford  passed in to  t r a n c e , a n d  a t  its  con clu sion  an  
ex ce lle n t ad d ress w as given  th ro u g h  h e r, th e  te n o r  o f  
w hich w as th a t  P r a c tic a l  R elig io n , and H arm o n io u s  
livin g w as th e  basis o f  hap piness an d  tr u e  rb ad  o f  
prog ression . A n o th e r  h y m n  w as th e n  san g , a n d  M rs . 
A d am s b ecam e co n tro lled , and g av e a n  in te re stin g  and  
earn est add ress. W h e n  th e  co n tro l h ad  w ith d raw n , M r. 
Shaw  req u ested  us to  sp eak  a  few  w ord s, a n d  a f te r  
co n g ra tu a la tin g  th e  frien d s on  th e  p leasan t a n d  
harm onious n a tu re  o f  th e  -m eetin g , an d  edifying  
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  ad d resses w hich h ad b een  g iv en  th ro u g h  
th e ir  tr a n c e  m edium s, w e en d eavou red t o  im p ress  up on  
th e m  th e  n e ce ssity  o f  p ra c tica lly  ta k in g  u p  th e  su gg es-  
tio n s w h ich  h ad b een  given  th e m . T h a t  e a ch  one
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nresent should fix th e ir  m inds upon a t  le a s t  som e one  
person on whom th e y  co u ld  b esto w  th e ir  ligh t, som e 
b roth er o r  s ister whom  th e y  cou ld  h elp , i f  e v er so little , 
tow ards a  b e tte r  o r  h ap p ier con d ition . I n  th e  last 
address allusion h ad been m ad e to  o u r  d u ties to  ch il
dren and th is rem in ded us o f  th e  L y ce u m  as  a  m eans o f  
developing all th e  b e tte r  fa cu ltie s  o f th e  ju v em lo  m ind, 
wo gave a  b rie f  o u tlin e  o f  w h a t w as b ein g  done a t  th e  
M elbourne L y ce u m , and u rg ed  th e  friends p resen t to  
keep in view th e  ad v isab ility  o f  estab lish in g  a  local 
Lyceu m  a t  a n  early  d a te . W e  rem in d ed  th em  th a t  all 
th e  good to  be derived from  th e  beau tiful teach in gs  
they had received , was in en d eavou rin g  to  ap p ly  th em . 
M r. Shaw in coin cidin g w ith o u r  rem ark s, said th a t  as  
sin g in can d  m u sic w as an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e  L y ce u m  
exercises, he th o u g h t i t  w ould b e  a  first s tep  in th e '  
m atter to  form  a  li ttle  class fo r  in stru ctio n  and p ra ctice , 
and said th a t his roo m , th e  in stru m e n t th e re , and th e  
young in stru m en talist w ould be available every  T uesday  
evening, and he hoped th a t  th e  frien ds p re se n t would 
not only send th e ir  ow n ch ild ren , b u t m ak e i t  know n to  
others in terested , th a t  th ey  m ig h t h av e  a  g o o d ly  n u m b er  
present. T he m eetin g  w hich had been a  v e ry  p leasan t 
and enjoyable one th e n  disp ersed .

T H E  V O I C E  O F  A N G E L S .

A  M onthly J o u r n a l  E d it e d  a n d  M a n a ged  by S p irits .

J a n .— M ay, 1 8 7 6 , B oston.

A merica  is th e  b irth p lace  o f  s tra n g e  th in g s, and c e r 
tainly one o f  th e  S tra n g e st is  th e  little  m agazine before  
us, which w e m ad e som e allu sion  to  in o u r  A p ril n u m 
ber. T he follow ing is sup posed to  be i ts  orig in  :— M r. 
D ensm ore, a f te r  m an y ad v en tu res  by sea  and lan d , and  
m any ch an ges o f  fo rtu n e  (o n e  am o n g st w hich w as being  
captain  o f a  w h a le r), s e ttle d  finally dow n to  th e  p ro 
fession o f  a  “ p sy ch o p ath ic ,” o r  m ed iu m istic physician, 
first in P h ilad elp hia and th e n  in B o sto n . O n e day, in 
friendly c h a t w ith  L .  J u d d  P ard ee , fo rm erly  a  w ell- 
known sp iritu al le c tu re r , b u t who som e tim e ago “ jo ined  
th e  m ajority th e  idea o f  a  l i t t le  m o n th ly  p ap er was 
started . P a rd e e  e a g e rly  w elcom ed th e  su g g estio n , b u t  
proposed th a t  h e  should be ed ito r, a n d  sp irits  th e  co n 
trib u to rs, a n d  a f te r  som e five y e a rs  o f  discussions and 
objections, th e  V o ice  o f  A n g e ls  w as th e  resu lt.

T he co n ten ts  a lm o st exclu siv ely  hail fro m  th e  o th er  
side,— w e ca n n o t s a y  th e  “ su m m er-lan d ,”  fo r  much 
seem s to  co m e from  a  v e ry  w in try  clim e, and chiefly  
relates to  th e  p re se n t s ta te  a n d  ad v an cem en t o f  spirits. 
M r. D en sm ore, in  th e  in terv als  o f  his w ork  w ith  
m ortals, BeemB to  k eep  a  s o r t  o f  sch o o l for th e  low er 
spirits, w h ere th e y  a r e  b ro u g h t in to  co n ta ct w ith th e  
higher and m ission ary classes. A s  a  w hole th e  resu lts  
a re  p leasan t an d  ch eerfn l, b u t  th e re  a r e  som e very  
doleful and a  few  v e ry  to u ch in g  ta le s  o f  u n fo rtu n ate  
souls w aking up in  d ark n ess, and w an d erin g fo r  m any  
years hopeless a n d  bew ild ered . F in a lly , w e recom m end  
tho Voice o f  A n g e ls  to  o u r  re a d e rs , as  a t  le a s t  curiou s, 
and deserving th e  em p lo ym en t o f  a  le isu re  half-hour.

■ f l - a v e r t l B e m e n t a . _____________
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T h e  H o ly  T ru th , o r  th e  com in g R efo rm ation , by H . J -  

B ro w n e, 1 0 /6 .
H in ts  for th o  evidences o f Spiritu alism , “ M .P ,”  3 / .

G ospel o f th e  D ivine o rd e r  o f  th e  U n iv erse , S tew art, 
4 /6 .

B e sa n t’s H is to ry  o f F r e n c h  R evolu tion , c lo th  3 / ,  
p a p e r, 2 / .

D isco u rses  b y C o ra  L .  V . T ap p an , 8 /6 .

H e a lth  H in ts , H o w  to  a cq u ire  B od ily  S y m m etry , 
H ealth , V ig o r  an d  B e a u ty , 1 /3 .

P sy ch o p ath ic  H ealin g , A shm an, 3 / .
S p irit P eo p le , H a rriso n , 1 /3 .
Su m m er M o rn in g  Songs a n d  Serm ons, J o h n  P a g e  

Hopps, 3/.
E n g lish  and A m erican  S p irit P h oto grap h s, 1 /6  each , 

4  fo r  6 / .
A lso  a  su p p ly o f M rs . E .  H . B r i t te n ’s Im p ro v ed  

M a g n e tic  B a tte r ie s , p rice  £ 4 , 1 0 s . each .

W .  H . T E R R Y ’ S
P ro g re ss iv e  B o o k  D ep o t, 8 4  R u sse ll S tre e t ,  

M elb ou rn e. '

T he B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t , th e  lead ing A m e rica n  S p iri
tu alistic  p ap er, w eek ly  : s in g le  copies, 6d . Su bscription  
for 1 8 7 6 , 2 2 /6 .

T he M ed iu m  and D ay b reak , lead in g  E n g lish  w eek ly, 
3d . S u b scrip tion  f o r  1 8 7 6 , 10 / 6 .

T he S p iritu alist, L o n d o n  w eek ly , 4 d .; 1 6 / -  p e r  annum .
Sn iritu al M agazin e , L o n d o n ,m o n th ly , lO d .;  9 / -  p e r  an.
T he (A m e rica n ) S p iritu a l M agazin e , e d ited  b y R ev . 

Sam uel W a ts o n , 1 / - ,  1 0 / 6  p e r  annum .
H u m an  N a tu r e , L o n d o n , m on th ly , lO d .;  9 / -  p e r  an .
T h e  Stockw h ip , a  ra d ica l F r e e th o u g h t pap er, pub- 

I'shed in  S y d n ey  ;  p r ice , 64-
T h e  “  H e ra ld  o f  jS ealth ,”  D ev o ted  to  th e  C u ltu re  o f  

B o d y  and M ind , 1 / - ,  1 0 / 6  p e r  an n u m .  ̂ '

A  L A R G E  R O O M  fo r  th e  use o f  C I R C L E S .
T erm s, 5 / -  p e r  evening. A lso  sm all s u ite  o f  

room s to  le t .  8 4  R u sse ll-s tre e t.

B R O Y E R ' 8
ECLECTIC BOTANIC MEDICINES.

H e rb s , R o o ts , B a rk s , F lu id  E x t r a c t s ,  and a ll E c le c tic  
a n d  B o ta n ic  p rep aration s. F r e s h  supplies contiBip$y>  
arriv in g . M rs . B ro y e r  ca n  b e  co n su lted  daily.

E c le c tic  B o ta n ic  D isp e n sa iy .l  

6 4  L Y G O N  S T R E E T ;1 C A R L T O N ,  
M elbourne.
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S T E W A R T  &  C O . ,  P h o t o g r a p h e r s ,

2 1 7  B O U R K E  S T R E E T  E A S T ,  M E L B O U R N E .
J P T o m l B O B  G r e a t l y  B m l a r B e d .  r o u r  S t u d i o »  _

C o u n tr y  A g e n t s :—
Oastlemaine— H . B am ford , B u ll S tre e t .
Sa n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, 3 0  B en son ’s A rcad e. 
Staw ell—
T a ra  dale— M r. C . W a rre n .
Sy dney— M r. P .  E .  R eyn old s, 4 2 0  G eo rg e  S tree t. 
A delaide— G eo rge R ob ertson .
B a m a w a rth a — F .  G . E ggleston .
Tasm ania  ( W est Coast)— V i .  B . B u tto n , Levon.

J .  T Y E R M A N ’S  W O R K S .

G u id e to  Spiritualism , 3 / .
Spiritu alism  V in d icated , 1 / -  
I s  th e re  a  D evil ? 6d.
R e-in carn atio n  1 / .  I s  th e re  a H e ll  ? 4d.
H y m n  B o o k , Gd. C reed s and D ogm as, 3d . 
S elf-C o n trad iction  o f  th e  B ib l e : A n  a b s tr a c t  o f  two 

lectu res  delivered a t  S y d n ey . 3d.
On sale  by W .  H . T e rry ,

A gen ts w anted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony. BOTANIC MEDICINES.
‘ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

TH E VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 
F R E E  THOUGHT

S u b scrip tion , T ow n, 5 / -  p er annum ; C ou n try , 5 /6  
N eighbouring Colonies and G re a t B rita in , 6 / -  

Subscriptions d ate  from  S ep tem b er to  A u g u st.

A ll kinds o f  B o ta n ic  M ed icin es, K e ith 's  O rganic  
P rep ara tio n s, R o o ts , B a rk s , H e rb s , T in c tu re s , Fluid  
E x t r a c t s  and S a tu ra te s , E n g lish  an d  A m erican , Im 
p o rte d  and on  sale by W .  H . T e rr y , 8 4  R u ssell S tree t.

M ed icin es sent to a n y  p a rt  o f  the Colony by po st or 
otherw ise, on  receip t o f  rem ittance.

P H O T O  -  A .  R  T  .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture— Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t  address, 

4 1  O O L L I  A T S  8 X R B H X  B  A S X  .

P r iz e
M e d a l .

S y d n e y
E x h i b i t i o n

1 8 7 3 .

S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .  
PALMAM QUI MERÜIT FERAT.

ROSIER.
M A K m m ,

JOHN
p e e m  m m  _____  ____________,

B y  Spcoialappointmcnt to H it Excellency S ir 0 .  F. Bowen, o.c.irc 
4 8  S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,  M E L B O U R N E .  

Same side na, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY E L E C T R I C  
T E L E G R A P H ,

The W e st  E nd of 
London in Me l 
bourne.
Sjdncj,
To M r. Joh n  H osier

Boot Maker,
46 Bwanstonat, Melbourne 

Judges award Modal to 
you, saying -  Highly Ar-

• E. [ Telegram'] 
7, May 2,1873.

Italic and Beautifully 
Mado. Equal to Any
thing of tho kind from the 
West End of London." 

Exhibition Buildings,
J .  O. KNIGHT.

O B SER V E: 46 SWANSTON/ STREET, between Carton's and 
Rainbow Hotels.

________________HEAR TOWN HALL, SAME BIDE.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N .

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  
T H O U G H T  A S S O C I A T IO N .

T he above A ssociatio n  m e e ts  a t  th e  M aso n ic  H all, 
L onsdale S tre e t , e v e ry  S u n d ay  even ing , fo r  th e  presen
ta tio n  and discussion o f all su b jects  p erta in in g  to  th e  
sp iritu al, in tellectu al, and social ad v an cem en t o f  m an
kind.

Conditions o f  M em bership  :— E n ro lm e n t  a n d  the p a y 
m ent o f  a qu a rterly  subscription, the am ount o f  which is 
f i x e d  by the en ro llin g  m em ber.

S ervice  com m ences a t  7  p.m . J .  B .  D r e w , Sec.

(FROM

8ANOSTEBS,

LONDON),

MAKER BY

APPOINTAIENT

TO H ER MAJESTY,

U m b r e l l a  f ^ a b e r ,

2sTo. 26 - R O T J ^ I L , AROADE,
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth, 

Zanilia, and Alpaca.

MISS ARM STRONG,
Clairvoyants for Diagnosing Disease,

8 0  B U S S E L L  S T R E E T , N E X T  D E T E C T I V E  
O F F I C E .

SINGERS SEWING MACHINES-
Tho highest premium in the g ift o f  the public has again been awarded to

T H E  S I N G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E  C O M P A N Y
Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached 
the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,254 Machines in favor of the Sinqer.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE  
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago F ire  Sufferers) 
Tho Machines were tho free gift of tho committee, and each nppli 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o te  t h e  Re su l t  : Of those ordered, the 8INGER COMPANY 
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.— “ New York Dispatch.” 

STANFORD k  CO., Comer Bourke and Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

A N  A sso rtm en t o f  1 0 0  T ra c ts  a n d  P am p h lets , on  
Spiritu alism  a n d  F re e th o u g h t su b jects , se n t to  

an y  p a r t  o f  V ic to ria  fo r  5 / .

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
N o w  R ead y , p r ic e  1 0 a . 6d .

H O L Y  T R U T H ; o r , T h e  C om in g R efo rm ation . 
B y  H u g h  J u n o r  B r o w n e .

T h e  S p iritu al Philosoph y.
S cien ce  a n d  R elig ion  R eco n ciled .
A d d ress to  T h o u g h tfu l C hristian s.
M essag es fro m  th e  S p irit "W orld.

S h akspere, B e n  Jo n so n , O . V . B ro o k e .

__________ W . H . T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u sse ll S tre e t .___________

.  pS t0S i* 111 their OBoe, 10« Bllxabeth Street Melbourne
for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and pubUrhed by him at 84 Biurcll Street,
couth. Melbourne
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