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I n o u r  la s t  issue, w e briefly alluded to  rop o rts  o f  two 

sean ces  o f th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle  a t  S an d h u rst, published  

iu e x te n so  in th e  B en d ig o  A d v ertiser  o f  M ay 2 0 th  and 

2 7 th .  T h e  sam e p a p e r  o f  J u n o  1 0 th  co n tain s  a  sum m ing  

up o f  th e  p h en o m en a w itnessed  (o m ittin g  th e  ty in g  and  

u n ty in g  o f  th e  m ediu m ) an d  th e  re p o rte r 's  conclusions  

up on  th em , a n d  we m u st confess th a t a  m o re  w ordy and  

superficial a tte m p t to  gloss o v er th e  facts , w e have ra re ly  

m et w ith. F r o m  th e  in tro d u ctio n , one w ould certa in ly  

e x p e c t a t  le a s t  som e logical th e o ry  o th e r  th a n  th e  

S p iritu al to  a c co u n t fo r  th e  p h enom en a w itnessed, for he 

gran d ilo q u en tly  s a y s : “ T o sim ply discuss a  sub ject, 

w hich is a p p a re n tly  in exp licab le  and c o n tra r y  to  pro- 

con ceiv ed  opinion, w ith  th e  bald assertion  th a t  i t  is 

‘ a ll  hu m b ug’— ev en  th o u g h  i t  really  bo deservin g o f such  

a  stig m a as  th e se  w o rd s em body— w ith o u t firs t s ta tin g  

th e  reaso n s fo r  so b ru sq u e a  dism issal, is  u n w orth y o f  a  

calm  in v estig atin g  m ind .” F r o m  th is , wo m igh t reaso n 

ab ly  assu m e th a t  th e  w rite r  fe lt h im self to  be possessed  

o f  th e  p a rticu la r  class o f  m ind alluded to , and wished to  

im press h is  read ers  w ith  th e  fa c t . H a d  he stop p ed  a t  

th¡B point, w e, a n d  o th ers, in  th e  ab sen ce  o f  a n y  evidence  

t o  th e  c o n tra ry , m ig h t have acce p te d  th e  in ference, and  

ch erish ed  h is m em o ry  in  ou r m inds as  a  sap ien t San d

h u rs t  r e p o r te r ; b u t, a las , h e  w ro te  m ore, and th e  im age  

w e h ad  co n ju red  u p  w as rudely  sh a tte re d , and th e  “ calm , 

in v estig atin g  m in d ”  n o lo n g er occup ies th e  form  o f  

o u r  id eal re p o rte r . N o  soon er h as  h e  g o t  th ro u g h  th e  

recap itu la tio n  o f  th e  p h enom en a th an  h e  descends from  

h is  lo fty  p ed esta l to  “ com m on  sense,” and com m on  

sen se o f  th e  m o st o rd in ary  ty p e . B e fo re  p roceed in g  to  

u se  th is  com m od ity , h e  f irs t  gives h is  ow n definition of it  

as  “ T h e  im m ed iate  o r in stin ctiv e  resp on se which is vouch

sa fe d , a u to m atica lly , b y  th e  m ind, t o  an y  qu estion  o r  

ap p e a l w h ich  c a n  b e  an sw ered  d i r e c t l y a n d  follows

th is  by D r. C arp en ter's  definition— “ T h e  acquired^ con- 

dition ol th e  mind o r brain, a  condition w hich em bodies 

th e  g e n era l resultan t  o f  tho whole psychical actio n  o f  th e  

individual.”  F ro m  th e  re su lta n t in th is case, wo a re  

n ecessita ted  to  think th a t tho soul o f  th is re p o rte r  is a  

sm all one ; wo m ean no offence, ho is not tho orig in ato r  

o f  it, and th erefore  n o t resp on sib le ,.b u t, from  th e  o u t

co m e, th e  g en era l resultan t  o f  th e  soul (o r  p sych ical) 

actio n  in th is case, we th ink , we m ay fairly assu m e th at  

th e  pow er o f this actio n  w as lim ited, very  lim ited. I t  is 

n o t an  uncom m on th in g for people whoso sense is very  

com m on to  im agino them selves cogn izan t o f all th e  Law s  

o f  N a tu re , and th e  p resen t w riter falls in to  th a t e rro r . 

H e  says “  N ow , m y (p a rtic u la r ) com m on sense unhesi

ta tin g ly  refu ses to  cred it th a t  th e  L aw s o f N a tu re  can  

for a  single m om en t be su b verted ,”  th e  assum ption from  

which legitim ately  is th a t th e  m em bors o f  th e  C ircle  and  

S p iritu alists gen erally  believe th at th o  varied p h eno

m en a w hich o ccu r  iu con n exion  w ith th e  su b ject are  

m iracu lou s. T h is assum ption is en tire ly  w ithout fo u n 

d ation  ; n o  ratio n al S p iritu alist believes in m iracles, 

believing th a t  all phenom ena a re  iu acco rd an ce  w ith  

n a tu ra l law, b u t th e y  have n o t th e  presum ption  to  

assu m e th a t  all th e  L aw s o f N a tu re  aro  w ithin th e ir  ken. 

P ro fesso r B u ch an an , who has given his a tte n tio n  to  

Psych olog y  and co g n ate  sub jects, for th e  la s t th ir ty  

y e a rs , confesses h im self on ly  on  th e  shores o f  an  

im m ense ocean, and , althou gh consciou s th a t  few  have 

devoted so m uch tim e and study to  th e  scien ce as  him 

self, believes he is on ly  on th e  firs t steps o f  th e  vestibule. 

H e  com plains o f  D r . C arp en ter  and o th e r  scien tists  o f  

his class dogm atising upon p a rticu la r  scien ces which  

th e y  have never sp ecially  in vestigated , w ithout 

re g a rd  to  th e  accu m u lated  know ledge o f  e x p e rts  who 

have devoted m uch tim e a n d  stu d y  to  i t ;  b u t w h at  

w ould he sa y  to  o u r  S an d h u rst frien d , w ho, w ithout 

p reten ce  to  scientific a tta in m en ts, considers his com m on  

sense th e  ultim a th u le  o f  psych ological know ledge. T he  

w rite r 's  ig n o ran ce  o f C hem istry  is shew n b y h is rem arks  

on  th e  conditions n ecessary  fo r  th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  th e  

class o f  phenom ena alluded t o ; w ould he dem and o f  th e  

ph otograp h er th e  developm ent o f  his p ictu re  in  a  ligh t  

room , o r  o f  th e  ch em ist and a stro n o m er th e  co n d u ct o f  

th e  sp ectru m  an alysis w ith ou t darkn ess ?  H e  does n o t

\
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even app ear to  bo aw are o f  M r. C rookes’s re ce n t e xp eri

m en ts in connexion with light, by which he has dem on
s tra te d  th a t  L ig h t  is a  F o rce  capab le o f  m oving  

ponderablo m atter . D ark n ess is only n ecessary  in th e  

prod uction  o f those phenom ena w hore spiritual ch em istry  

has to  be brought to  b e a r ; in th e  m en tal phenom ena, 

tra n ce  speaking, clairvoyanco, w ritin g , & c., lig h t is no 

obstruction . H is  objection to  “ harm ony o f  m ind ” is, 

i f  possible, m ore irration al than th e  first. H arm o n y  o f  

mind a  suspicious cond ition ! W e  have a  very  grave  

suspicion th a t th e  m ind which could m ake such an  

assertion  is n o t often in th a t cond ition, and w hen he 

refers  to  Spiritualism  as “ a  diluted in san ity ,” we a re  

a p t to  tb ;nk th a t his ow n form  o f th a t  m alady is  co n 

siderably less diluted, and th a t his sym ptom s m igh t bo 

considerably modified and m en tal condition im proved by  

a  dilution o f ra tion al com m on sense, com bined w ith a  

sh o rt course o f im partial scientific inquiry. T h is would 

give a  little  to n e and balance to  his m ind which i t  is 

evidently now w anting. A s  th e  pith o f a  la d y ’s le tte r  

is proverb ially in th e  p o stscrip t, so is th e  m o st sensible  

sen ten ce  in th is  w riter 's  a r tic le  reserved fo r  th e  last, a 

sen ten ce  ho considers so im p o rtan t a s  t o  italieiso , viz., 

“ T a k e  it f o r  what it is  w orth."  This wo do, b u t ou r  

estim ate  o f  th e  value o f i t  is  n o t a  high on e ; i t  is  som e
th in g  less  th an  th a t  o f  th e  q u an tity  o f  p ap or th a t  i t  

covers. N e x t  tim e th is “ very  special re p o rte r  "  appears  

in p rin t, wo tr u s t  th a t good papor will n o t be d eteriorated  

b y  its  addition.

3Io (̂ oijiftspondcnls.

Com munications f o r  insertion in  this J o u r n a l  should  be 
p la in ly  w ritten, a n d  as concise as possible.

I N C R E D I B L E  S T O R I E S  I N  T H E  B I B L E .

TO T H E  E D IT O R  O F  T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T .

S ir ,— I  h ad re ce n tly  som e co n v ersatio n  w ith th e  head  
te a ch e r  o f a  S ta te  School, on th e  s tra n g e  sto ries reco rd ed  
in  th e  B ible, and was sup rised  to  find th a t  any in telli
g e n t  and reasonable m an should be so w eak as  to  
sup^oso th e  book called  th e  B ible can  be th e  W o rd  o f

W h e n  I  com e in c o n ta c t  w ith su ch  m en, I  invariably  
ad m it th a t, while tru th  is in th e  B ible, a ll th a t  stan d s in 
th e  B ib le  is n o t  tru e — th a t  is , m y con cep tion s o f  r ig h t  
and w ron g, m y apprehensions o f  th e  p u rity  and tru th  o f  
G o d , will n o t ad m it o f  m y believing m an y things as  
re co rd e d  in th e  B ible.

I n  th e  B ib le  I  re a d  th a t  w hen S isera  w as ro u ted  in  
b a ttle , h e  fled to  th e  te n t  o f  J a e l  (w ife to  his frien d  
H e b e r) fo r  s a fe ty ; w h ere he w as a llu rin g ly  w elcom ed  
a n d  e n te rta in e d : “ Then , J a e l ,  H e b e r’s  wife, to ok  a  
nail o f  th e  te n t, and to ok  a  ham m er in  h e r  hand, and  
w en t so ftly  u n to  him , and sm o te th e  n ail in to  his 
tem ples, and fastened i t  in to  th e  g r o u n d :  fo r  h e  w as fast 
asleep  and w eary .”  T hen san g  D eb o rah  ( a  prop h etess  
wno ju d g ed  Isra e l a t  th a t  tim e) a  ao -ca llea  in sp ired  
R salm , u n to  th e  L o rd  G od o f  Is ra e l, re co u n tin g  th e  
h o rrib le  a tro city  o f J a e l ’s deed, and fo r  J a e l ’s  perfidious 
a n d  execrab le  m u rd er, D eb orah  pron oun ces h e r  “  B lessed  
above all w o m en !”  a n d  glorifies h e r  abom inable perfidy  
b y  a n  e lab o ra te  a cco u n t o f  h e r  infam y.

W o u ld  a n y  on e wish to  p ersu ad e m e th a t  th e  L o rd  
G o d  o f  Is ra e l had a u g h t to  do w ith  th a t  a c t  o f  tre a ch e ry  
Mid m u rd e r?  e ith e r  in th e  in stigation  o f  th e  th o u g h t, o r  
t h e  glorification o f  th e  deed P

I n  th e  B ib le  I  re a d  th a t ,  w hen th e  o x e n  shook th e  
A r k ,  “ U zzah p u t fo rth  h is  han d, and to o k  h o ld  o f  i t ,”  
t o  p re v e n t i ts  being o v e rtu rn e d ;  a  v e ry  n a tu ra l, and (a s

it  seem s to  m e) a  v e ry  com m endable a c t ; b u t, in th e  
n e x t verse, I  r e a d : “ A nd th e  a n g e r  o f  th e  L o rd  w as  
kindled ag ain st U zzah , and G od sm o te him  th e re , for  
his e rro r  °  an d  th e re  ho died b y th e  A rk  o f  G o d .”  T h is  
is m ore th a n  s tra n g e , and I  am  n o t  sin g u lar in th is  
opinion, for “ D avid  was displeased, b ecau se  th e  L o rd  
lied m ade a  b reach  upon U zzah .

I n  th e  B ible I  read , th e  al) ju s t  G o d  w as a n g ry  w ith  
A bim olech for a c tin g  acco rd in g  to  th e  d ecep tion s played  
off upon him b y botli A braham  and S a ra h . A b rah am  
deceived A b im elech  by te llin g  him  th a t  S arah  w as his 
s is te r  ; and S arah  g o t a  cu ttin g  re p ro o f from  A b im olech  
for h e r  d ece it in having told him th a t  A b rah am  w as her 
b ro th e r ; a n d  w hen A b im elech  confessed  u n to  th e  L o rd , 
sayin g, “ In  th e  in te g rity  o f  m y h e a r t  and in n ocen cy  o f  
m y hands have I  done th is,” G od said, in re p ly , “ I  know  
th a t  th ou  didst th is  in th e  in te g rity  o f  th y  h e a r t y e t ,  
I  read  th a t a m iracu lou s barren n ess w as s e n t on  “  all th e  
wombs o f  th e  house o f  A b im elech , b ecau se  o f  S arah , 
A b rah am ’s w ife!”  and , m oreo ver, th a t  th e  in te g r ity  and  
in n ocen cy  o f  A bim olech w ere punished by G o d , an d  th a t  
th e  punish m en t w as b o u gh t off by A b im olech’s valuable  
p resen ts to  A b rah am , who had so w ickedly deceivod  
A b im elech . C an  M r. S. believe th is  s tra n g e  s to ry  as it  
stand s in th e  B ib le ?  I  can n o t. N o r  do I  g iv e  cred it
to~  a n y --------- ----------------,
G od is rep resen ted  as  th e  a u th o r o r  th e  c o u n te n a n ce r  o f  
any un ju st deed, o r  any a c t  o f  im pu rity.

I  should n o t bo su rp rised  a t  M r. S .’s u n d ertak in g  to  
ju stify  Jo sh u a ’s ex term in atin g  s lau g h ter o f  th e  C an aan - 
itcs , Sam uel’s  equ ally  horrible w ar on  th e  A m alek ites , 
E lijah 's  b u tch ery  o f  unbelievers, and all o th e r  sim ilarly  
inhum an and a tro cio u s deeds. I t  is  th is  e x tran eo u s  
m a tte r  which dam ages th e  B ible in th e  estim atio n  o f  all 
th ink in g m inds, for th e y  can n o t possibly ad m it o f  th e  
A lm ig h ty ’s participation  in an y  species o f w ickedness, 
th ough profaced w ith th e  im posing w ords “ T h u s  saith  
th e  L o rd .”

I n  th e  2 4 th  ch a p te r  o f  2 n d  Sam uel, I  read , “  A gain  
th e  a n g e r  o f  th e  L o rd  w as kindled ag ain st I s r a e l , and  
he m oved D avid  ag ain st th em  to  say , ‘ G o , n u m b er  
Isra e l and Ju d a h ,” ’ and D avid  did s o ;  and th e  L o rd  
punished D avid for nu m b ering th e  peop le— punished him  
for his obedience. T h is, M r. E d ito r , is w h a t P e t e r  w ould  
d esign ate  “ hard to  be u n d ersto o d .” F o rtu n a te ly , th e  
sam e tran sactio n  is reco rd ed  in  2 1 s t  c h a p te r  o f  1 s t  
C h ro n ., which ru n s th u s : “ A nd S atan  sto o d  u p . a g a in st  
Is ra e l and provoked D avid to  n u m b er Isra e l,”  and D avid  
did so ; and th e  L o rd  punished D avid  fo r  n u m b erin g  th e  
people. This is a  very  different re la tio n  o f  th e  tr a n s 
a ctio n , and intelligible enough, b u t whieh is th e  a c cu ra to  
o n e ?  W h ich  o f  th e  tw o a re  w e to  b e lie v e ?  o r  a r e  we 
to  believe both w ith equal fa ith  ? P re a ch e rs  e x p e c t  us  
to  believe a ll th a t  stand s p rin ted  in  th e  B ib l e ! o f  th e  
w onders perform ed by th e  m agical rod s o f  M oses and  
A aro n , o f  th e  ram p arts  o f  a  c ity  falling dow n a t  th e  
sound o f  ram s’ ho rn s, o f  a n  a ss  speak ing in h u m an  la n 
gu age, and all o th e r  w onderful th in g s w hich w e find in  
th e  Bible.

D o e s  M r. S . really  believe i t  w as lite ra lly  a  se rp e n t  
th a t  tem p ted  M o th e r E v e  ? D oes ho believe th a t  in  th©  
m o st n atu ra l sense angels b eg at g ian ts  o f  th e  d a u g h te rs  
o f  m en ? D o es he believe i t  is  a n  h isto rica l f a c t  th a t  
th e  L o r d  G od dined off A b rah am ’s veal, cak es, b u tte r ,  
and^ m ilk, s ittin g  un der a tre e  ?  D o es h e  believe th a t  
L o t ’s wife w as chan ged from  a  w alk in g c re a tu re  o f  flesh  
and blood and bones in to  a  v eritab le  p illa r o f  s a lt  ? D o e s  
he believe th a t  th e  sun and m oon lite ra lly , a n d  in  th e  
m ost n a tu ra l sense, stood  still ab o u t a  w hole d ay  P— d o es  
h e  believe th a t  th e  shadow  w as re a lly  b ro u g h t te n  
d eg rees back w ard on th e  dial ?

I f  M r . S . believes b u t th is  half-dozen item s (n o t  t o  
m en tion  m an y m o re) in  th e ir  lite ra l a n d  m o st n a tu ra l  
sense, th en , h e  is  in deed a  m ost w onderful B eliev er.

W e r e  w e to  c re d it  a ll th a t  se cta rists  te l l  u s , M r .  
E d ito r, w e m ig h t w ell be w ith o u t hope in  th e  w orld . 
O n e religious te a ch e r  assu red  m e, v e ry  seriou sly , th a t  
th e  sprinkling 1  h ad received  a t  in fan t bap tism  w as o f  
no avail, as noth in g sh o rt o f  a  th orou g h  d u ck in g (w h ich  
- l. im m ersion) cou ld  in su re  m e  o f  a  h eavenly  
in h eritan ce . O th ers have to ld  m e th a t  un less I  am  on©  
o f  th e  few  e lected  to  be saved, I  m u st o f  d ire  n ecessity

one o f  th e  m any relatio n s in th e  B ib le  w herein
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bo dam ned. O u r m o th e r C h u rch  in sists on m y believing  
faith fu lly  th e  so-called  A th an asian  creed  (w hich nobody  
seem s to  u n d erstan d ) and w ould frig h ten  mo in to  th e  
b elief o f  it , by th e  d eclaration  th a t, if I do n o t believe it, 
“  w ith o u t d o u b t I  shall perish ev erlastin g ly ." A n o th er  
m aintained th a t  a  b elief in th e  p erp etu ity  o f futu re  
p u n ish m en t is  “ an essen tial req u isite  in ev ery  m an's 
salvation .”

B u t, M r. E d ito r , I  should be w anting in due r e j e c t ,  
as  well as in C h ristian  ch arity , w ere I  n o t to  ad m it th e  
rig h t o f  all th ese  d ifferen t s e c ts  to  cherish  th eir peculiar  
n otions. I  do n o t e x p e c t ever to  m eet with a n  indivi
dual who th in k s as  I  th in k , on all points— it  can n ot b e !  
and sin ce  I  claim  th e  r ig h t o f  th ink in g for m yself, I  am  
bound to  conced e a  like r ig h t to  everyon e else. The  
T rin itarian s th in k  th a t  th e  e te rn a l co-existon co o f God  
th e  F a t h e r  and G o d  th e  Son, is  th e  S crip tu ral doctrine. 
T he A rian s th in k  th e  B e g e tte r  m ust have existed  before  
th e  B e g o tte n . T h e  L a tin  C h u rch  bolievos th a t th e  H oly  
G h o st p roceed ed  from  th e  F a th e r  and th e  Son. The  
G reek  C h u rch  believes th a t th e  H o ly  G h ost proceeded  
from  th e  F a th o r  alone. A nd every  p articu lar  s e c t  e n te r 
ta in s som e p ecu liar  n o tio n , te n e t, o r belief, every  one o f  
which beliefs has been su p p orted  by hundreds of con
scientious fo llo w e rs ; a  few  o f  them  have been m aintained  
b y learn ed  d is p u ta n ts ; o th ers  have been ad op ted  by 
thousands o f  en th u siastic  vo taries ; som e o f th em  have 
been p ro p ag ated  by violen ce and resisted  by e n d u ra n ce ; 
m an y o f th em  have had th e ir  p ersecu to rs  a n d  th e ir  
m arty rs  ; and each  and all o f  th ese beliefs have been 
e n terta in ed  by individuals claim ing th e  r ig h t o f  private  
ju d g m en t for them selves, th ough n o t possessed o f  suffi
c ie n t g e n ero sity  to  allow  th e  r ig h t o f privato judgm ent 
to  th ose who differed from  th em  in opinion. 1 am  n o t  
o f an y  s e c t  o r  p a r ty  ; w ith P arty isin  and S ectarism  I  
have done. I  believe in U n iversal B ro th erh o o d , in the  
d u ty  o f  b earin g  and forb earing, in doing good to  others, 
even th ou g h  th a t  g o o d  should be evil spok en o f ;  and he 
who is n o t p rep ared  to  sacrifice  som ething for th e  sake  
o f  his belief, i t  m a tte rs  very  li ttle  w h at he bolieves. H ad  
i t  been  in th e  o rd e r  o f  O m uiscien co th a t w e should all 
th in k  alike, w e should have been furnished w ith o th er  
S crip tu res th a n  th ose w e now  p ossess.

I s  i t  n o t a  flag ran t rep ro ach , M r. E d ito r , to  th e  
sch olars o f  th is b o asted ly  “ enligh ten ed  a g e ,” th a t  we 
have n o t a  B ib le  w hich com m u nicatos to  u s  th e  tru e  
m eanin g o f  th e  orig in al S crip tu res  : th a t  is, wo have n o t  
in 1 8 7 6  a  fa ith fu l version o f  th ose an cien t w ritings  
c le a rly  exp ressed  in  E n glish  w ords. T h e  read er may- 
fan cy  th e  in nu m erable a lte ra tio n s  and in terp olation s i t  
m u st h av e  u n d ergon e, in  th e  exclusive hands o f  th e  
R om ish C h u rch  fo r  above o n e th ou san d  y e a rs  ; and how  
doubtfnl o f  a cce p ta tio n  i t  m u st now  be, a f te r  having

Cassed th ro u g h  su ch  im p u re, un w orth y, a n d  dishonest 
ands. T o  th e  sa m e  p o w er m ay be a ttrib u te d  th e  n o to 

riou s in terp o latio n s in  th e  a n c ie n t M S S . o f  th e  N ew  
T estam en t, o f  sev eral rem ark ab le  p assages, tw o o f  which  
(sa y s  th e  Spectator  o f  1 7 th  in s ta n t)  a r e  s tru ck  o u t by 
th e  R evisio n  C om m ittee , viz ., th e  la s t  seven v erses o f  
th e  la s t  c h a p te r  o f  M a rk  a n d  th e  7 t h  v erse  o f  th e  5 th  
c h a p te r  o f  th e  1 s t  E p is tle  o f  Jo h n . W o  m ay hope, 
th erefo re , to  be furnished w ith a  p assab ly  a c cu ra te  
tra n sla tio n  s h o rtly .— T d u rs , & c.,

L A Y M A N .
V a u g h an , J u n e  1 9 th , 1 8 7 6 .

T H E  B I B L E .

T h e  p r o m o t e r s  o f  w h a t  g o e s  b y  t h e  n a m o  o f  t h e  B i b l e  C o m b i 
n a t i o n  h a d  t h e i r  g r a n d  m e e t i n g  o n  M o n d a y .  B u t  w h a t e v e r  t h e i r  
s t r e n g t h  i n  n u m b e r s ,  t h e y  a r e  d e c i d e d l y  w e a k  i n  a r g u m e n t .  T h e y  
a r e .  n o t  q u i t e  a g r e e d  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  i n s i s t i n g  o n  
t h e  w h o f e  B i b l e ,  o t h e r s  b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  B i b l e  l e s s  t h e  
p o r t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  
m o r a l i t y  i n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  T h e  r e v .  s p e a k e r s  l i b e r a l l y  a b u s e d  
t h o s e  w h o  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e m ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s  
b i g o t s ,  a n d  t h e  s e o u l a r i s t s  a s  i n f i d e l s .  T h e  u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
a t t e m p t  t o  f o r c e  t h e  B i b l e  o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
b o . t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  B i b l e  a l t o g e t h e r .  W o  h a v e  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  
S c r i p t u r e  t e a c h i n g  a t  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  i t s  c o n s e q u e n t  m o r a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  
a n d  i f  t h e  c l o r g y  w o u l d  o n l y  l e t  t h e ' t h i n g  a l o n e  w e  m i g h t  c o n 
t i n u e  t h i s  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  T h e  s e c u 
l a r i s t s ,  w h o  d i s l i k e  i t ,  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  v i o l e n t  a g a i n s t  i t ,  b u t  t h e  
c l e r g y ,  w i t h  t h e  l o u d e s t  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  o p p  o s i t e  i n t e n t i o n ,  a r e  
• d o in g  a l l  t h e y  c a n  t o  f o r c e  t h e  n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  
s e c u l a r  p o l i c y . — S y d n e y  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  Argils.

P R A C T I C A L  R E L I G I O N .

TO THE EDITOU OF THE UABBIKOEB OF LIOHT.
S i b ,— Please to e n te r  m y nam e on y o u r list of 

Sp iritists. I  w ould, how ever, like to  see  you atto m p t a  
union on a m oro decided and universal foundation ; one 
th a t would include th e  good o f every  se c t  and nation , the  
universal brotherhood o f m ankind— all who believe in 
th e  g re a t M aster M ind “ m en call God, and know no  
m ore,” whoso W ill is tru th , righ t, and happiness, and 
th e  violation o f  whose laws produces suffering and  
d estru ction . Som e ca ll H im  N atu re , but “ w h at is in a  
nam e,”  as long as th e  pow er is honoured and th e  law s 
obeyed ?

Je su s  a ttem p ted  th is  on a su re foundation, b u t failed» 
th ro u g h  th e  tre a ch e ry  o f his pretended follow ers, not
w ithstan din g ho had w arned his disciples th a t m any  
false prop hets should arise  in his nam e and deceive  
m any ; th a t  “ th e y  should bew are o f  false prophots which 
should com e to  thorn in sheeps' clothin g, b u t inwardly  
a re  raven in g  w olves and su rely  i t  o u g h t to  be our 
ob ject to  g a th er back th e  lo st sheep to  th e  fair pastures  
and th e  G ood Shepherd, who ta u g h t th a t “ overy king
dom divided again st itse lf  w ould com e to  desolation.” 
I f  th is be tr u e , apd who shall deny it , i t  is  absolutely  
n ecessary  to  ad o p t som e m eans to  re -u n ite  to g eth er th e  
various divisions o f th e  so-called  K ingdom  o f H eaven, 
th e  C h ristian  C hu rch . W h a t b e tte r  m eans can  be 
adopted th an  th a t  o f  leaving th e  com m andm ents o f  m en  
an d  re tu rn in g  to  “ w h at is w ritten  in th e  S crip tu res,” 
“ th e  all th in g s Je su s  com m anded," “ tho su re founda
tion  ” chosen by him.

H o ta u g h t th a t  i t  w as “ his m eat and his drink to  do 
th e  will ot H is  H eav en ly  F a th e r .” “ N o t  ev ery  on e,"  
saith  H o, “ th a t  saith  unto m e, L o r d ! L o r d ! shall enter  
in to  th e  K ingdom  o f H eav en , b u t he th a t doeth th e  will 
o f  M y F a th e r  who is in H eav en .” “  T herefore, whoso 
h eare th  th ese sayings o f  m ine, and doeth th em , is  like 
u n to  a  wise m an which bu ilt his house upon a  ro ck ."  
M a tt, viii., 15 , 2 1 , 2 4 .

I n  sh o rt, love to  G od, and love to  ou r fellow m en, 
rep en tan ce , reform ation , and self-abnegation, and living 
to  G od th ro u g h  th e  hope o f  e te rn a l life, p iactical obe
dience, ap p ear to  have been th e  leading features o f the  
te a ch in g  o f Je su s , as contained in th e  first th ree  
G ospels.

P h o p o s e d  "  P e a c e  M a k e h s ’ S o c i e t y . ”

“ B lessed  a re  tho peacem akers, for thoy shall be called  
th e  children o f  G od. M a tt , v., 9.

T he ob ject o f  th is  so ciety  is to  endeavour to  un ite  
to g e th e r  in  h arm on y , m en o f  ev ery  creed  and nation , 
who lo ve G o d  and th e ir  fellow m en. T hese duties being  
m ore th an  all th e  b u rn t offerings and sacrifices,• fo r  on  
th em  han g a ll th e  law and th e  p ro p h e ts ; t  in  short, 
th e y  contain  th e  essen ce o f  all genuine religion.^

A s  in ev ery  n atio n  th o se  who fear G od and w ork  
righ teou sn ess a r e  accep ted  o f  him, § th ose who God  
a cce p ts  ou gh t n o t  to  be re jected  b y us. M a tt , vii., 12 . 
W e  believe th a t  th e  effect, o f  love to  G od will be 
obedience to  H is  law s, th a t  ob edien ce to  th ese  will p ro 
d u ce  p eace , u n ity , and happiness, w hile diaobduience 
resu lts  in suffering. T h a t b o th  th e  living and th e  dead 
a re  rew ard ed  acco rd in g  to  th e ir  w ork s. M att, vi., 1 4 ,  
1 5 ;  vii., 1 , 2 ,  12 .

P ro p o sed  P u les .

1 .  Sound, m oral ch a ra cte rs  required o f  m em bers.
2 .  A  profession o f  lo ve to  G od and to  m an.
3 . T h a t th e y  will en d eavou r to  live acco rd in g  to  th a t  

profession.
4 . T h a t each  m em ber shall en joy th e  r ig h t  o f  priv ate  

ju d g m e n t on  all o th e r  m atters.
5 . T h a t th e y  avoid discussing differences o f  opinion  

on  m in o r m atters, unless m u tu ally  desired . M a tt , vii., 
12 .

6 .  T h a t th ey  do n o t c a s t  reflection s on  each  o th e r’s 
creed s o r  ch u rch es , o u r  o b ject b ein g  th e  cu ltivation  o f  
harm ony, fellow ship, u n ity , and co-o p eration .

7 .  T h a t a  m eetin g should b e  held on ce  a  m onth.

*  M a r k  x i i . ,  2 9 ,  8 8 .  f  M a r k  x x i i „  3 7 ,  4 0 .  J  L u k e  x ,  2 6 ,  2 8 .
§ Acts x„ 85.
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8 . And an  annual gath erin g tak e place.
P lease  read Psalm s to  7 — 17. ; E z ra  x x ., 2 0 ,  2 3  ; 

M icah vii., 0 — 8 ;  H o sea  vi.yO ; M a tt , ix ., 1 3 ;  M att, 
xii, 7 — 50.

E.

K I N G 'S  U K A S E .

D e a b  H a b b i n o e b ,— Since m y la s t le tte r  published in 
y o u r previous issue, K in g , th e  ch ief con tro llin g  sp irit o f  
th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle , has continued his usual m anifesta
tions. H e  has in stru cted  us to  look o u t fo r  an o th er  
m edium , o f  m uch pow er, to  s it  w ith ou r p resen t one, 
w ith a  view to  fu rth e r and m ore varied  d ev elop m en ts; 
b u t, a t  th e  sam e tim o, has cautioned us again st beinjj in 
a  h u rry , as m uch depends upon a p ru d en t selection . 
K in g  very  ju stly  pointed o u t to  us th a t, i t  w ould n o t bo 
easy to  find one so p u n ctu al and obliging as o u r  present 
one, and w e w ere n o t to  an ticip ate  when we did find one  
th a t  his o r h er pow ers would bo developed all a t  once. 
H e  (K in g ) would assist us in selectin g  a suitablo person  
for th e  onerous position. T h e  selection need n o t be 
confined to  a  young person. M rs. P .,  for in stance, 
w ould have been th e  beBt had she been a  resid en t of 
S an d h u rst, and could have atten d ed  r e g u la r ly ;  but, as  
i t  w as, we m ust look o u t for an o th er. W ith  referen ce  
to  th e  adm ission o f  s tran g ers  to  th e  circle , K in g  said  
“ T w o y ears  and a  h alf  ago I  forbade you to  adm it 
non-m em bers to  o u r  seances, b u t you con tin u ed  to  do so 
notw ithstanding w h at I  told you. T he cond itions are  
as  fine as a  th read , and th e  prosence o f visitors, th ough  
y o u  m ay n o t think so, co n stan tly  in terferes with them . 
Y o u r  m agnetism  com es to  us charged  w ith y o u r own 
wishes o r  m inds, and, ns a  resu lt, we a re  com pelled to  
s a y  yes, when we would otherw ise say no. I t  is thus  
y o u  gen erally  c a rry  yo u r p o in t ; b u t you lose m ore than  
y o u  gain  by doing it . I  now te ll you, as  you have 
n o th in g  on y o u r m inds to  overpow er us, th a t in futu re  
y o u  m u st ad m it n o non-m em bers w h atever. Y o u  m ust 
n o t oven ask us for ou r perm ission to  do so. W h e n  we 
th in k  i t  m ay be done w ithout d etrim en t to  y o u r progress, 
w e, o f  ou r own will and acco rd , will te ll you so .” The  
circle , th erefo re , have resolved to  rigidly adhere to  
K in g 's  in stru ction s, feeling assu red  th a t ho know s best, 
and would n o t have issued th em  had he n o t deem ed them  
n ecessary . So friends will u n d erstan d  until th is ukase  
is  revoked, th a t  no m o re  visitors— be th e y  spiritualists  
o r  n o t, can be ad m itted  to  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle . W h en  
an y th in g  specially in terestin g  tran sp ires  a t  o a r  seances  
I  will acq u ain t y o u r read ers w ith it.

The late seances we had with Mrs. Paton, of Castle- 
maino, on off-nights, have been productive of good to the 
cause of spiritualism. The startling manifestations 
witnessed on the two occasions that lady was present 
with us have caused a great deal of inquiry to be made 
as well as private discussions among the neophytes. It 
is oftentimes interesting and amusing to the initiated to 
listen to these discussions. The silly and absurd 
opinions expressed on the subject, and the total ignor
ance displayed of it—even by men of education, afford 
food for reflection. Then, too, the mere laughing jack
asses who presume to sit in judgement on a matter they 
know nothing about—and, from their purely material 
organisations are never likely to know either,—serve as 
a warning to Spiritualists that they should not cast their

C rls before swine by opening tneir seances to every 
by who may eipress a wish to be admitted to them ; 

but should remember that those worthy of entrance 
should be spiritually minded and attracted towards their 
cause naturally. “ Oh,” say these human animals, with 
their spirits as yet undeveloped, “ how are we to know 
about it if  we are not allowed admittance to your circle ? 
W e wonder, now, if  the spirits would tell us who is to 
win the horse race to-morrow, or where we can get a 
rich quartz reef.” Spiritualists should reply to all such 
persons:—“ We fear you will never make good spirit
ualists. You will have to grow more spiritual in your 
natures first, either in this world or the next, before you 
ean understand it ; and as for giving you exclusive 
information about such material things you would, in 
the first instance, be asking the spirits to encourage

idleness, gam bling, d ru n k en n ess and c ru e lty  to  anim als - 
and in th e  second, i t  m ig h t be done w ere  y o u  fam ed for  
yo u r g en ero sity  o f  disposition, y o u r  la rg e-h earted  
beneficence to  th e  p o or, and th a t  th e y  w e re  w ell assu red  
if  th ey  g av e y o u  such a  know ledge y o u  w ould u se  th e  
w ealth th u 3 con ferred  upon y o u  for th e se  high and 
holy purposes. A n d  th a t, as  a  con seq u en ce, y o u  would, 
lead m ore in du strious and m o re  sp iritu al lives.”  W e re  
sp iritu alists  to  tak e  su ch  a  stan d  w ith all su ch  persons  
ask in g for adm ission to  th e ir  circles, th e y  w ould soon  
find o u t who w ere  in ea rn e st, and w ho w ere  m ere  
cu rio sity  seek ers. A n d  such  inquirers a s  I  have rou g h ly  
in d icated — I  m ean th o se  o f  th e  t u r f  and r e e f  tr ib e —  
would soon bo g o t  rid  o f  T h e  sam e rem ark s  ap p ly  to  
th e  nu m erou s class o f  p en n y -a-lin ers o f  th e  p ress, who 
know noth in g o f  sp iritu al m a tte rs , and who v e ry  often  
believe in n o th in g . Spiritu alism  has n o th in g  to  e x p e c t  
from  such persons, who, as  a  ru le , view  its  ph enom ena  
eith er th rou gh  m aterialistic sp ectacles  ; o r , from  fear o f  
th eir own p r in te r 's  devil, can  only look upon it  th rou gh  
th e  eyes o f  th e ir  ow n p a rticu la r  new sp aper. F r o m  all 
such inquirers in to  sp iritu alism  “ G ood L o r d  d eliver u s .”  
B u t I  m u st n o t enlargo fu rth e r on th is  th em e, o n ly , let 
m e add, th a t  all h o n est in vestig ators ca n n o t be to o  
pru d en t in dealing w ith ap p lication s for adm ission  to  
th e ir  seances. I n  o th e r  w ords, th e y  should n o t m ake  
th e ir  cau se to o  cheap. T h e  m ajority  o f ap p lican ts  aro  
n o t in ea rn e st, and , th erefo re , a re  n o t en titled  to  th e  
sm allest consid eration  ; and th o se  who a re  so l e t  th em  
be urged to  form  circles for them selves. W e r e  th is  plan  
carried  ou t, m ore m edium s w ould be discovered , and ou r  
cause would a t t r a c t  to  i t  all th o se  who a re  n a tu ra lly  
inclined th a t w ay . I t  is n o t d esirable, in m y hum ble  
opinion, th a t i t  should be forced  upon unw illing m inds, 
but ra th e r  th a t ou r follow cre a tu re s  should be a tt ra c te d  
to  i t  as th e ir  in tellects  op en to  rece iv e  its  glorious  
tru th s.

T H E  C H A I R M A N .
San dh urst, 1 9 th  J u n e , 1 8 7 0 .

“ T H E  A M E R I C A N  S O C I A L I S T .”

W e  have received th e  first nu m b ers o f  “  T h e  A m eri
can  S o cialist," published a t  O n eida, N ew  Y o r k , th e  
principal ob ject o f w hich is th e  en co u ra g e m e n t o f  
socialistic views. In  its  e a rly  d ay s th e  “ N e w  Y o rk  
T ribun e,”  u n d er th e  ed itorsh ip  o f  H o ra ce  G reeley ,ad v o 
cated  Socialism , and for th e  tim e g av e th e  m ovem ent an  
im petus, b u t th e  failu re  o f  th e  p ra c tica l exp erim en ts  
checked th e  progress o f  th e  m ovem ent. T h e  “ P h a la n x  ”  
in En glan d, and th e  “ H arb in g er ”  in A m erica , vigorously  
advocated  social principles fo r  som e tim e, b u t th o u g h  
very  ably con d u cted , both failed fo r  w an t o f  ad eq u ate  
su p p o rt. T he p resen t pap er is inclined to  tre a d  in  th e  
m ore m odorate tra c k  o f th e  “ H arb in g er,”  an d  ta k e  u p  
th e  w ork w h ere th a t p ap er and th e  “ T rib u n e ”  le f t it. 
I t  is announced as th e ir  “ hope ”  “ to  be able, w ith th e  
exp erien ce  both o f  failure and su ccess w hich h as  now  
accu m u lated , to  solve th e  question w hich has so long  
been th e  desp air o f  th eo ris ts— how to  fo rm  com m u nities  
th a t  shall be su re  o f  p erm an en ce and su ccess .”  T h e  
paper is very  w ell g o t up, and am o n g st o th e r  in te re stin g  
m a tte r , w e n o tice  a n  a cco u n t o f  a v isit to  th e  C h itten d en  
m edium , M rs. M a ry  H u n to on .

SCIENTIFIC PREJUDICE.

We regret to observe that the majority of the St. 
Petersburg commission, for the investigation of Spiri
tualism, have imitated the example of the London and 
Harvard professors, in exhibiting a strong bias against 
the subject. They not only insist upon dictating their 
own conditions to the mediums, but have limited the 
period of their investigations to May last, thereby 
excluding the celebrated and trustworthy medium, Dr. 
Slade, who could not reach St. Petersburg in time. 
They are evidently afraid of having their theories 
upset.

E bbatum.—in  “ Layman’s ’’ letter, in last issue, No. 
1°  should read “ according to what he hath and not ac
cording to what he hath not.”
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B E H I N D  T H E  V E I L .
{F r o m  the T r u t h s e e k e r )

I n  M r . B u sk in 's  2 4 th  le tte r  “ to  a  w ork ing m an of 
S u n d erlan d ,”  o ccu rs  th is passage :— “  Y e ste rd a y  a fte r
noon I  called  on M r. H . C . Sorby, to  see  som e o f th e  
resu lts  o f  an  in q u iry  he h as  been follow ing all last year, 
in to  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  colo u rin g  m a tte r  o f  leaves and' 
flowers. Y o u  m ost probably have heard ( i t  all events, 
m ay w ith li ttle  trou b le h e a r) o f  th e  m arvellous power 
which ch em ical an aly sis  has received in re ce n t dis
coveries re sp ectin g  th e  law s o f  light. M y friend showed  
m e th e  rainb ow  o f  th e  rose, and th e  rainbow  o f the  
violet, and th e  rainbow  o f  th e  h y acin th , and th e  rainbow  
o f  fo rest leav es being born , and th e  rainbow  o f  forest 
leaves d y in g  ¡ and , la s t, he show ed m e th e  rainbow  o f  
blood. I t  w as b u t th e  th ree-h u n d red th  p a r t o f  a  grain , 
dissolved in a  drop o f  w ater, and it  ca s t  its  m easured  
b ars , for e v e r  reco gn isab le  now to  hum an sigh t, on  the  
ch o rd  o f  th e  seven colo u rs. A n d  no drop o f  th a t  red  
rain  can  now  be shed, so sm all as  th a t  th e  stain  o f  it  
ca n n o t be know n, an d  th e  voice o f  i t  h eard  o u t o f  th e  
gro u n d .” T h is illu stra tes  one o f  th e  m ost cu riou s and  
suggestive o f  m odern  discoveries— th a t  w e only see a  
very  lim ited  p a r t  o f  w h at th e re  is to  see  in N a tu re , th a t  
w e only see  th a t  p o rtio n , in sh o rt, which o u r  very  lim ited  
o rg an  o f vision enab les us to  see. T h a t sounds like a  
tru ism , and so i t  is ;  b u t w h at im m ense conclusions are  
su g g ested  by i t  w hen S cien ce  teach es  us th a t, as  com 
pared w ith a c tu a l, probable, and possible ob jects aroun d  
us, ou r ra n g e  o f  vision is  o f  th e  hu m blest k in d !

P ro fe sso r Cook, in his “ R elig ion  and C hem istry ,” 
says : “  W h e n  w e re fle c t th a t  th e re  a re  w aves o f  lig h t 
and soun d o f  which o u r  dull senses tak e  no co g n isa n ce ; 
th a t  th e re  is  a  g r e a t  difference even in hu m an p ercep ti
v ity , and th a t  so m e m en , m ore gifted th an  th e ir  fellows, 
can  see co lo u rs  and h e a r sounds w h ich  a re  invisible or 
inaudible to  th e  g r e a t  bulk o f  m ankind, y o u  will ap p re
c ia te  how  possible i t  is  th a t  th e re  m ay be a  world of 
sp iritu al e x is te n ce  rou n d  u s , in hab itin g th e  globe, 
enjoying th e  sam e n a tu re — in fa ct , th e  w onders o f  th e  
N ew  Je ru sa le m  m ay be in ou r m idst, and th e  songs of 
th e  an g elic  h o sts  filling th e  a ir  w ith th e ir  celestial h a r
m onies, alth ou gh  un seen by u s .” S ir  W .  R . G rove, in 
his “ C o rre la tio n  o f  P h y sical F o rc e s ,” also  goes so fa r  as  
to  say  : “  M y riad s o f  organ ised  beings  m ay ex is t, im per
cep tib le  to  o u r  vision , even if  wo w ere am ong thorn.” A  
g r e a t  m an y y e a rs  ag o — lo n g b efore Sorby and Tyndall 
e x p e rim e n te d ; lo n g  b efore  Cook, and G rove, and R u s- 
kin w ro te— a  p o o r y o u th , nam ed A n d rew  Ja ck so n  D avis, 
w ith o u t ed u cation , w ith o u t books, w ith o u t an y  o f  the  
m odern  su gg estion s o f  S cien ce, said th a t  he saw, in  a 
“ su p erio r " c o n d it io n , th e  very things th a t ou gh t to  be 
seen b y  eyes ad ap ted  to  su ch  fine issues. T he descrip- 

'  tion  o f h is vision— -or ca ll it w h at w e will— o ccu rs  in his 
A u to b io g rap h y , published, w e believe, in 1 8 5 7 . A t th e  
tim e, th a t  p a r t  o t  th e  w orld which paid any a tte n tio n  to  
th e  book, p u t dow n th e  seer  as  a  lu n atic  o r an  im poster. 
I t  will, how ever, b e  cu riou s, and will add a n  in terestin g  
ch a p te r  to  th e  h isto ry  o f  th e  an ticip ation s o f  Scien ce by 
th e  se e r , should th e  sin g u larly  vivid d escrip tion s o f  the  
boy “ c la irv o y a n t ”  tu r n  o u t to  be scientifically verifiable. 
H e re , a t  all even ts, is  th e  e x t r a c t :—

“  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  I  t h i n k ,  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
J a n u a r y ,  1 8 4 4 .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  ( a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  s u b s e q u e n t  
y e a r s )  1  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  t o  m y  m i n d ,  w h e n  o u t  o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  
a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  I  h a d  s e e n  o r  s a i d  w h i l e  i n  i t .  B u t  n o w  t h e  v a s t  
s c e n e  b r e a k s  u p o n  m y  m e m o r y  i n  a l l  t h e  v i v i d n e s s  a n d  b e a u t y  
w i t h  w h i c h  i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n v e s t e d  ; a n d  I  c a n  v i e w  a n d  i n v e s 
t i g a t e — w i t h  f a r  m o r e  c e r t a i n t y  a n d  w i t h  d e e p e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n — t h e  
s a m e  f i e l d s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s t i l l  h i g h e r  p l a n e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  

t h o u g h t
B e f o r e  I  s e a t e d  m y s e l f ,  f a c i n g  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  I  o b s e r v e d  a  f e w  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  r o o m  ; a s  u s u a l ,  t h e y  w e r e  a f t e r  t e s t s  a n d  
w o n d e r s  ;  b u t  I  h a d ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  l i t t l e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  
r e s e m b l i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p e r i m e n t .  I  k n e w  a s  y e t  b u t  v e r y  
l i t t l e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m a g n e t i s m ;  h a d  n o t  l e a r n e d  a n y t h i n g  d e f i 
n i t e l y  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  c l a i r v o y a n c e  ; d i d  n o t ,  i n  
f a c t ,  e n t e r t a i n  a  c l e a r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a n y  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n .  N e v e r 
t h e l e s s ,  t h e  m y s t i c  m a g n e t i c  s t a t e  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d u c e d  i n  l e s s  

t h a n  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .

I  o b s e r v e d  a n  i n t e n s e  b l a c k n e s s  b e f o r e  m e — a p p a r e n t l y  e x t e n d i n g  
h u n d r e d s  o f ,  m i l e s  i n t o  s p a c e ,  a n d  e n v e l o p i n g  t h e  e a r t h .  T h i s  
r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  m y  f i r s t  n i g h t ' s  e x p e r i m e n t .  G r a d u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h i s  m i d n i g h t  m a s s  o f  d a r k n e s s  l i f t e d  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  ; a n d ,  a s

g r a d u a l l y ,  m y  p e r c e p t i o n  w a s  a w a k e n e d  a n d  e n l a r g e d .  A l l  t h i n g s  
i n  o u r  r o o m — t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  i t — w e r e  s u r 
p r i s i n g l y  i l l u m i n a t e d .  E a c h  h u m a n  b o d y  w a s  g l o w i n g  w i t h  m a n y  
c o l o u r s ,  m o r e  o r  l e s s  b r i l l i a n t  a n d  m a g n e t i c a l .  T h e  f i g u r e  o f  e a c h  
p e r s o n  w a s  e n v e l o p e d  i n  a  l i g h t  a t m o s p h e r e  w h i c h  e m a n a t e d  
f r o m  i t .  T h e  s a m e  e m a n a t i o n  e x t e n d e d  u p  t h e  a r m s ,  a n d  p e r v a d e d  
t h e  e n t i r e  b o d y .  T h e  n a i l s  h a d  o n e  s p h e r e  o f  l i g h t  s u r r o u n d i n g  
t h e m ,  t h e  h a i r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  e a r s  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  e y e s  s t i l l  
a n o t h e r  ; t h e  h e a d  w a s  v e r y  l u m i n o u s — t h e  e m a n a t i o n s ,  t a k e n  i n  
c o m b i n a t i o n ,  s p r e a d i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  a i r  f r o m  f o u r  i n c h e s  t o  a s  
m a n y  f e e t ,  . . . .

T h e  u t t e r  n o v e l t y  o f  t h i s  v i e w  o v e r w h e l m e d  m y  m i n d  w i t h  
a s t o n i s h m e n t  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n .  I  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  i t .  A g a i n  
I  f e l t  c o n f o u n d e d ,  a n d  c o u l d - n o t  f e e l  p e r f e c t l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I  w a s  
l i v i n g  o n  e a r t h .  I t  s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h ,  w i t h  a l l  o f  i t s  
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  h a i l  b e e n  s u d d e n l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  s o m e  E l y s i u m .  I  
k n e w  t h e n  o f  n o  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  c o u l d  d e s c r i b e  m y  p e r c e p t i o n s  : 
h e n c e ,  I  d i d  n o t  y i e l d  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e x c l a m a t i o n ,  n o r  a t t e m p t  a n  
u t t e r a n c e  ;  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o b s e r v e ,  a s  o n o  i n  s o l i t u d e ,  w i t h  a  
f e e l i n g  o f  u n u t t e r a b l e  j o y  a n d  h o l y  r e v e r e n c e .  A  f e w  m o m e n t a  
m o r e ,  d e a r  r e a d e r ,  a u d  I  n o t  o n l y  b e h e l d  t h e  e x t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  r o o m — c l o t h e d  w i t h  l i g h t  a s  i t  w e r e — b u t  I  
a N o  a s  e a s i l y  p e r c e i v e d  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r s ,  a n d  t h e n ,  t o o ,  t h e  h id d e n  
s o u r c e s  o f  t h o s e  l u m i n o u s  m a g n e t i c a l  e m a n a t i o n s .  I n  m y  n a t u r a l  
o r  o r d i n a r y  s t a t e ,  r e m e m b e r ,  I  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  
h u m a n  v i s c e r a  ; b u t  n o w  I  c o u l d  s e c  a l l  t h e  o r g a n s  a n d  t h e i r  
f u n c t i o n s — t h e  l i v e r ,  t h e  s p l e e n ,  t h e  h e a r t ,  t h e  l u n g s ,  t h e  b r a i n —  
a l l  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  c a s e .  T h e  w h o l e  l a x l y  w a s  t r a n s 
p a r e n t  a s  a  s h e e t  o f  g l a s s  I I t  w a s  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a  s t r a n g e ,  r i c h ,  
s p i r i t u a l  b e a u t y .  I t  l o o k e d  i l l u m i n a t e d  a s  a  c i t y .  E v e r y  
s e p a r a t e  o r g a n  h a d  s e v e r a l  centres  o f  l i g h t ,  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  e n v e l o p e d  
b y  a  g e n e r a l  s p h e r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  i t s e l f .  A n d  I  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  o r g a n  o n l y ,  b u t  i t s  f o r m ,  a s p e c t ,  a n d  c o l o u r  a l s o ,  s i m p l y  
b y  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  p e c u l i a r  e m a n a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t -  F o r  
e x a m p l e  : I  s a w  t h e  h e a r t — s u r r o u n d e d  b y  o n e  g e n e r a l  c o m b i n a 
t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  c o l o u r s — w i t h  s p e c i a l  p o i u t s  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  
i n t e r s p e r s e d ,  T h e  a u r i c l e s  a n d  v e n t r i c l e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  
o r i f i c e s ,  g a v e  o u t  d i s t i n c t  flames  o f  l i g h t  ; a n d  t h e  p e r i c a r d i u m  
w a s  a  g a r m e n t  o f  m a g n e t i c  l i f e ,  s u r r o u n d i n g  a n i l  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  
h e a r t  w h i l e  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  T h e  p u l m o n a r y  
o r  r e s p i t o r i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  a l s o  i l l u m i n a t e d  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  
f l a m e s ,  b u t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  c o l o u r .  T h e  v a r i o u s  a i r -  
c h a m b e r s  s e e m e d  l i k e  s o  m a n y  c h e m i c a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  T h e  t i r e  i n  
t h e m  w r o u g h t  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  c h e m i c a l  changes  i n  t h e  b l o o d  t h a t  
f lo w e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t i g u o u s  m e m b r a n e s  ; a u d  t h e  g r e a t  
s y m p a t h e t i c  n e r v e ,  w h o s e  r o o t s  e x t e n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l o w e r  v i s 
c e r a ,  a n d  w h o s e  t o p m o s t  b r a n c h e s  a r c  l o s t  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t r a t a  
o f  t h e  s e n 6 o r i u m ,  a p p e a r e d  l i k e  a  c o l u m n  o f  l i f e ,  i n t e r w o v e n  a n d  
s u p e r - b l e n d e d  w i t h  a  s o f t  a n d  s i l v e r y  f i r e  I

T h e  b r a i n  w a s  l i k e w i s e  v e r y  l u m i n o u s  w i t h  p r i s m a t i c  c o l o u r s .  
E v e r y  o r g a n  o f  t h e  c e r e b e l l u m  a n d  c e r e b r u m  e m i t t e d  a  l i g h t  
p e c u l i a r  t o  i t s e l f .  I  c o u l d  e a s i l y  d i s c e r n  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  o r g a n  b y  
t h e  s h a p e  a n d  i n t e n s i t y  ( i f  i t s  e m a n a t i o n s .  T h i s  v i e w ,  I  w e l l  
r e m e m b e r ,  e x c i t e d  i n  m e  m u c h  a d m i r a t i o n .  B u t  I  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  
i n  t h e  m a g n e t i c  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  s o  i m p o v e r i s h e d  i n  l a n g u a g e ,  t h a t  
I  n e i t h e r  m a n i f e s t e d  a n y  d e l i g h t  n o r  d e s c r i b e d  a  p a r t i c l e  o f  
a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  I  t h e n  b e h e l d .  I n  s o m e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h è  s m a l l e r  
b r a i n  I  s a w  g r a y  e m a n a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  l o w e r  a n d  
d a r k e r  s h a d e s  o f  t h i s  c o l o u r — i n  m a n y  a n d  v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s  o f  
d i s t i n c t n e s s - d o w n  t o  a  s o m b r e  a n d  a l m o s t  b l a c k  f l a m e .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  o r  
s u p e r i o r  b r a i n ,  I  s a w  f l a m e s  w h i c h  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  b r e a t h  o f  
d i a m o n d s .  A t  f i r s t  I  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  
b e a u t i f u l  b r e a t h i n g s  ;  b u t  s o o n  I  discovered them  to be the 
thoughts o f  the individuals concerning the strange phenomena then 
m anifested  in my own condition. S t i l i  I  c o n t i n u e d ,  m y  o b s e r v a 
t i o n s .  T h e  s u p e r i o r  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  c e r e b r u m  p u l s a t e d  w i t h  a  6 o f t ,  
r a d i a n t  f i r e  ;  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  l o o k  l i k e  a n y  f i r e  o r  f l a m e  t h a t  I  h a d  
s e e n  o n  e a r t h .  I n  t r u t h ,  t h e  b r a i n  s e e m e d  l i k e  a  c r o w n  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  b r i g h t n e s s — d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  s h i n i n g  c r e s c e n t s  a n d  
f l a m i n g  j e w e l s .  H e r e  I  w i l l  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  r e m a r k ,  t h a t  w h a t  
i s  t h u s  n a t u r a l  t o  t h e  h u m a n  b r a i n  i n  t h i s  i t s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  
e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  i n d e s c r i b a b l y  i m p r o v e d  i n  t h e  S p i r i t -  
L a n d  t o  w h i c h  w e  a l l  a r e  s u r e l y  t e n d i n g .  E a c h  b r a i n  s e e m e d  
d i f f e r e n t — d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  d e g r e e s ,  m o d i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  c o m b i n a 
t i o n s  o f  t h e  f l a m e s  a n d  c o l o u r s — b u t  v e r y ,  v e r y  ^ j a u t i f u l  I F r o m  
t h e  b r a i n  I  s a w  t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  c u r r e n t s  o f  l i f e  o r  m a g n e t i c  f i r e ,  a s  
t h e y  f l o w e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s y s t e m .  T h e  b o n e s  a p p e a r e d  v e r y  d a r k  
o r  b r o w n  j  t h e  m u s c l e s  e m i t t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  a  r e d  l i g h t  ; t h e  n e r v e s  
g a v e  o u t  a  s o f t ,  g o l d e n  f l a m e  ; t h e  v e n o u s  b l o o d  a  d a r k ,  p u r p l o  
i i g h t  ;  t h e  a r t e r i a l  b l o o d  a  b r i g h t  l i v i d  s h e e t  o f  f i r e ,  w h i c h  
c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  c l o u d s .  
V e r i l y ,  g e n t l e  f r i e n d ,  I  s a w  - e v e r y  l i g a m e n t ,  a n d  t e n d o n ,  a n d  
c a r t i l a g i n o u s  a n d  m e m b r a n e o u s  s t r u c t u r e ,  e a c h  i l l u m i n a t e d  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  s h e e t s  a n d  m a g n e t i c  c e n t r e s  o f  l i v i n g  l i g h t ,  w h i c h  
i n d i c a t e d  a n d  s e t  f o r t h  b e a u t i f u l l y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

p r i n c i p i c i
T h u s  I  s a w  n o t  o n l y  t h e  r e a l  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  

a l s o  t h e i r  i n d w e l l i n g  e s s e n c e s  a n d  v i t a l i c  e l e m e n t s .  A n o t h e r  
t h i n g  w a s  v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e  : I  k n e w  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a d  g a r m e n t s  
u p o n  t h e m ,  because I  could see an  elem ent o f  v ita lity , moro 
or less distinct, in  every fibre o f  clothing upon th e ir  p erson  / J u s t  
a s  y o u  w o u l d  l o o k ,  b y  a n  a c t  o f  v o l i t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  b l i s t e r s  i n  a  p a n e  
o f  g l a s s ,  t h r o u g h  i t ,  a t  t h e  o b j e c t s  a n d  s c e n e s  b e y o n d ,  s o  c o u l d  
I  d i s c e r n — a n d  t h a t ,  t o o ,  w i t h o u t  a  c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t — t h e  w h o l e  
m y s t e r y  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  e n j o y  t h a t  
f e s t i v e  i l l u m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  f l a m e s  o f  t h e  g o l d e n  
c a n d l e s  o f  l i f e  i m p a r t e d  t o  e v e r y  a v e n u e ,  p i l l a r ,  c h a m b e r ,  w i n d o w ,  
a n d  d o m e ,  o f  t h e  h u m a n  t e m p l e  1

B u t  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  m y  v i s i o n  n o w  b e g a n  t o  w i d e n .  I  c o u l d  s e e  
t h e  l i f e  o f  n a t u r e  i n  t h e  a t o m 6  o f  t h e  c h a i r s ,  t a b l e s ,  tec. ; 1  c o u l d
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s e e  t h e m  w i t h  f a r  m o r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n — o s  r e g a r d s  t h e i r  u s e ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  
l o c a l i t y — t h a n  I  e v e r  r e m e m b e r e d  t o  h a v e  k n o w n  i n  m y  o r d i n a r y  
s t a t e .  N e x t ,  I  c o u l d  d i s t i n c t l y  p e r c e i v e  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  
A t  f i r s t ,  t h e y  s e e m e d  vefy  d a r k  a n d  o p a q u e ;  b u t  s o o n  b e c a m e  
b r i g h t e r ,  a n d  t h e n  tran sp aren t; a n d ,  p r e s e n t l y ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  
w a l l s  o f  t h e  a d jo i n i n g  d w e l l i n g .  T h e s e  a l s o  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e c a m e  
l i g h t ,  n n d  v a n i s h e d — m e l t i n g  l i k e  c l o u d s  b e f o r e  m y  a d v a n c i n g  
v i s i o n .  I  c o u ld  n o w  s e e  t h e  o b j e c t s ,  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  p e r s o n s ,  
i n  t h e  a d jo i n i n g  h o u s e ,  a s  e a s i l y  a s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  r o o m  w h e r e  I  w a s  

s i t u a t e d .
A t  t h i s  m o m e n t  I  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r .  H e  i n q u i r e d  

"  i f  1 c o u l d  h e a r  h i m  s p e a k  p l a i n l y . "  I  r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  
H e  t h e n  a s k e d  c o n c e r n i n g  m y  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  "  w h e t h e r  I  c o u l d  
d i s c e r n  a n y t h i n g , "  O n  r e p l y i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e l y ,  h e  d e s i r e d  m e  t o  
c o n v i n c e  s o m e  p e r s o n s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  b y  "  r e a d i n g  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
a  h o o k ,  w i t h  t h e  l i d s  c l o s e d ,  b e h i n d  f o u r  o r  l i v e  o t h e r  b o o k s . "  
H a v i n g  t i g h t l y  s e c u r e d  m y  b o d i l y  e y e s  w i t h  h a n d k e r c h i e f s ,  l i e  
t h e n  p l a c e d  t h e  b o o k s  o n  a  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  w i t h  m y  f o r e h e a d ,  a n d  
I  s a w  a n d  r e a d  t h e  t i t l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  h e s i t a t i o n .  T h i s  
t e s t  n n d  m a n y  e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  t h e  k i n d  w e r e  t r i e d ,  n n d  r e p e n t e d  ; 
a n d  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  v i s i o n ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ,  w a s  c l e a r  a n d  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e .

A t  l e n g t h ,  f e e l i n g  s o m e w h a t  e x h a u s t e d ,  I  r e s i g n e d  m y s e l f  t o  a  
d e e p e r  s l e e p  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  b e  s t e a l i n g  o v e r  m y  o u t e r  f o n n .  
P r e s e n t l y ,  m y  f o r m e r  p e r c e p t i o n s  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  p o w e r .  
T h e  v i l l a g e  w n s  n o w  i n s t a n t l y  s u b je c t e d  t o  m y  v i s i o n .  I t  w a s  
n o w  a s  e a s y  f o r  m e  t o  s e e  t h e  p e o p le  m o v i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
h o u s e s  n s  i n  t h e  o p e n  t h o r o u g h f a r e s ,  n n d  i t  w a s  a l s o  a s  e a s y  t o  
s e c  t h e i r  m o s t  i n t e r i o r  s e l v e s  a s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  l i g h t s  a n d  s i m i l e s  o f  
t l i e i r  p h y s i c a l  l io d ie s .

'T w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  J a n u a r y ,  r e m e m b e r — c o l d ,  b r i g h t ,  c l o u d l e s s ,  
f r o s t y ,  b e a u t i f u l  ! A  p i e r c i n g  w i n t r y  w i n d  s w e p t  o 'e r  t h e  e a r t h ,  
c h i l l i n g  n n d  f r e e z i n g  n s  i t  w e n t ; b u t  m y  p e r c e p t i o n s  w a v e d  o n —  
t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  m e l t e d  a w a y  b e f o r e  m e ,  a n d  m y  
e n j o y m e n t  w n s  g r e a t e r  a n i l  f r e s h e r  t h n n  e v e r  1 e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  
g l o w  n n d  b e a u t y  o f  M a y  o r  J u n e .

B y  a  p r o c e s s  o f  inter-penetration ,  n s  I  n o w  t e r m  i t ,  I  w n s  
p l a c e d  en rapport  w i t h  N a t u r e !  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  N a t u r e  n n d  m y  
s p i r i t  h a d  i n s t a n t l y  a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f o r m e d  — w h a t  s e e m e d  
t o  m e  t o  b e — a  k i n d  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  s y m p a t h e t i c  a c q u a i n t a n c e  
— t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  h i g h  a n d  e t e r n a l  c o m m u n i o n .  H e r  s p a c i o u s  
c a b i n e t  w n s  t h r o w n  o p e n  t o  m e ,  a n d  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  I  w a s  t h e  s o l e  
v i s i t o r  n t  N a t u r e ’s  f a i r — a  r o y a l  b a n q u e t  !

T h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  e s s e n c e s  o f  p la n u s  w e r e  d i s t i n c t l y  v i s i b l e .  
E v e r y  f i b r e  o f  t h e  w i l d  f l o w e r ,  o r  n t o m  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n - v i o l e t ,  
w a s  r a d i a n t  w i t h  i t s  o w n  p e c u l i a r  l i f e .  T h e  c a p i l l a r y  r a m i f i c a 
t i o n s  o f  t h o  s t r e a m l e t - m o s s e s — t h e  f i n e  n e r v e s  o f  t h e  c i c u t a - p l a n t ,  
o f  t h e  i n d y 's - s l i p p e r ,  n n d  o f  f l o w e r i n g  v i n e s — n i l  w e r e  l a i d  o p e n  t o  
m y  v i s i o n .  I  s a w  t h e  l i v i n g  e l e m e n t s  a n d  e s s e n c e s  f lo w  a n d  p l a y  
t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s i m p l e  f o r m s  o f  m n t t c r  ; n n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  
I  s n w  t h e  m a n y  n n d  v a r i o u s  t r e e s  o f  t h o  f o r e s t s ,  f i e l d s ,  a n d  h i l l s ,  
a l l  f i l l e d  w i t h  l i f e  n n d  v i t a l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  h u e s  a n d  d e g r e e s  o f  
r e f i n e m e n t .  I t  s e e m e d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  s e e  the localities, properties, 
qualities, uses, an d  essences o f  every fo r m  an d  species  o f  w i l d  
v e g e t a t i o n ,  t h a t  h a d  a n  e x i s t e n c e  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r t h ’s  c o n 
s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  l i v i n g ,  v i v i d  b e a u t y  n n d  o v e r a w i n g  s u b l i m i t y  o f  
t h i n  v i s i o n  I  c a n n o t  e v e n  n o w  d e s c r l b o  ;  a l t h o u g h ,  n s  t h e  r e n d e r  
w i l l  s e c ,  I  h a v e  s i n c e  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n t e m p l a t e d  s c e n e s  f a r  m o r e  
b e a u t i f u l  a n d  i n e f f a b l e .

B u t  m y  p e r c e p t i o n s  s t i l l  f l o w e d  o n  ! T h e  b r o n d  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  
e a r t h ,  f o r  m a n y  h u n d r e d  m i l e s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s w e e p  o f  m y  v i s i o n -  
d e s c r i b i n g  n e a r l y  a  s e m i c i r c l e — b e c a m e  t r a n s p a r e n t  n s  t h o  p u r e s t  
w a t e r . '  T h e  d e e p  a l l u v i a l  n n d  d i l u v i a l  d e p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  d i s t i n 
g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  t h e  d c c i i e r  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  s t o n e  a n d  e a r t h ,  b y  
t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  n n d  s u p e r i o r  b r i l l i a n c y  o f  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f '  t h e  
f o r m e r .  E a r t h  g a v e  o f f  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o l o u r ,  s t o n e s  a n o t h e r ,  n n d  
m i n e r a l s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r .  W h e n  f i r s t  I  d i s c e r n e d  a  b e d  o f  m i n e r a l s  
— i t  w a s  v e i n  o f  i r o n i o r e — I  r e m e m b e r  h o w  I  s t a r t e d  a n d  s h i v e r e d  
w i t h  n  s e n s a t i o n  o f  f r i g h t .  I t  seemed th a t the earth  teas on fir e  I 
T h e  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  e l c o t r i c i t y ,  f r o m  t h e  e n t i r e  m a s s  
g a v e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  d e e p s e a t e d  f u r n a n c o  u n d e r  t h e  e a r t h ’. 
A n d  m y  a g i t a t i o n  w a s  n o t  l e s s e n e d  b y  p e r c e i v i n g  t h a t  these r ivers  
o f  m ineral fire tan  u n d e r  t h o  o c e a n  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s ,  n n d  y e t  
w e r e  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  a  s i n g l e  f l a m e — y e n ,  c o u l d  n o t  b e  e x 
t i n g u i s h e d  1

I n n u m e r a b l e  b e d s  o f  lin e, copper, silver, limestone, n n d  gold  
n e x t  a r r e s t e d  m y  a t t e n t i o n  ; a n d  e a c h ,  l i k e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n s  i n  
t h e  h u m a n  b o d y ,  g a v e  o f f  d i v e r s e  k i n d s  o f  l u m i n o u s  a t m o s p h e r e s  
A l l  t h e s e  b r e a t h i n g  e m a n a t i o n s  w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  b r i g h t '  
v a r i e g a t e d ,  a n d  b e a u t i f u l .  E v e r y t h i n g  h a d  n  g l o r y  o f  i t s  o w n  I 
C r y s t a l l i n e  b o d i e s  e m i t t e d  s o f t ,  b r i l l i a n t ,  a z u r e  a n d  c r i m s o n  
e m a n a t i o n s .  T h e  v a r i o u s  s a l t s  i n  t h e  s e a  B p n r k l e d  l i k e  l i v i n g

K ;  s e a - p l a n t s  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  l i r o a d  a r m s ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  
i g e n o u s  l i f e ,  n n d  e m b r a c e d  t h o  j o y  o f  e x i s t e n c e :  t h o  d e e p  

v a l l e y s  a n d  d i m - l i t  r a v i n e s ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  o l d  o c e a n  u n c e a s i n g l y  
f l o w s ,  w e r e  p e o p l e d  w i t h  c o u n t l e s s  m i n u t e  a n i m a l s — a l l  p e r m e a t e d  
a n d  p u l s a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  N a t u r e  ;  w h i l e  t h e  s i d e s  o f  o c e a n -  
m o u n t a i n s — f a r ,  f a r  b e n e a t h ,  t h e  h i g h  p a t h w a y  o f  t r a v e l  a n d  
h u m a n  c o m m e r c e — s e e m e d  l i t e r a l l y  s t u d d e d  w i t h  e m e r a l d s ,  
d i a m o n d s ,  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  p e a r l s ,  a n d  s p a r k l i n g  g e m s ,  b e y o n d  c o m -  
p w t a t i o n .

v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  t o  s e e  e v e i y t h i n g  c l o t h e d  w i t h  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  1 

E v e r y  l i t t l e  g r a m  o f  s a l t  o r  s a n d  ;  e v e r y  m i n u t e  p l a n t ,  f l o w e r ,  a n d  
h e r b ;  o v e r y  t e n d r i l  o f  t h e  l o f t i e s t  t r e e s — t h o i r  l a r g e s t  a n d  
m i n u t e s t  l e a v e s ;  t h e  w e i g h t y  m i n e r a l  a n d  p o n d e r o u s  a n i m a l  f o r m s  
e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  b r o a d  f i e l d s  n o w  b e f o r e  m e — e a c h  a n d  a l l  w e r e

Clothed w i t h  a  d a r k ,  o r  b r o w n ,  o r  g r a y ,  o r  r e d ,  b l u e ,  g r e e n ,  y e l l o w ,  
o r  w h i t e  a t m o s p h e r e — d i v i d e d  n n d  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  a n  a l m o s t  
i n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y  o f  d e g r e e s  o f  i n t e n s i t y ,  b r i l l i a n c y ,  a n i l  r e f i n e m e n t .

I n  m y  g l o r i o u s  v i s i o n ,  I  w e l l  r e m e m b e r  h o w  1 g a z e d  a t  t h e  

l i t t l e  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s — n n d  s n w , l o v i n g l y  e n c i r c l i n g  e a c h  o n e ,  
a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  l i f e  p e c u l i a r  t o  i t s e l f .  T h i s  g o l d e n  a n d  h a z y  
e m a n a t i o n — e n c i r c l i n g  s o m e  s p e c i e s o f  v e g e t a t i o n — w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  

f r o m  f o u r  i n c h e s  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r .  S o m e  a n i m a l s  g a v e  
o f f  a  s o m b r e  s p h e r e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t  t h i c k ,  n n d  b e y o n d  t h i s  a  
v e r y  d a r k ,  t h i n  a i l — n s  m a n y  f e e t  m o r e — w h i c h  s h a d e d  o f f  i n t o  

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  s p a c e .

I  s a w  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c r y s t a l l i n e  I x x l i e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a c t  u p o n  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  n n d ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e l y ,  u p o n  t h e  s o l i d  s u b s t a n c e s  t o  w h i c h  
t h e y  w e r e  a t t a c h e d — b y  m e a n s  o f  a  g e n e r o u s  c o m m i n g l i n g  o f  t h e i r  
m n g n c t i c  e m a n a t i o n s .  I  s a w  t h e  f l o w e r s  e x h a l e  t l i e i r  o d o u r s ,  w i t h  
w h i c h  p e r f u m e  t h e y  c l o t h e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  t h e n  f o r m e d  
a t t a c h m e n t s  w i t h  n e i g h b o u r i n g  f l o w e r s — b y  b r e a t h i n g  o u t  u p o n  
t h e m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  b l e n d i n g  o f  s p h e r e s ,  t h e  s w e e t  
b r e a t h  o f  t h e i r  l i f e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  d e w - d r o p ,  c h a m b e r e d  i n  t h e  
p e t a l s  o f  t h e  r o s e ,  t h a t  d i d  n o t  g l i t t e r  w i t h  a  l i v i n g  e s s e n c e —  
p r o p l i c t i o  o f  c o m i n g  a n i m a t i o n  1 1  s a w  c u r r e n t s  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y
f l o w i n g  f r o m  n  m i n e r a l  b e d  i n  o n e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  t o  i t s  
k i n d r e d  ( h u t  p o s i t i v e )  n e i g h b o u r  i n  a n o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  
s a m e  h e m i s p h e r e .  A n d  I  s a w  t h e  l i t t l e  l l n m e s ,  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  
e s s e n c e s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  t r e e s ,  l e a p  u p w a r d  i n t o  f l o w i n g  c u r r e n t s  
w h i c h  w e r e  i n s t a n t l y  a b s o r b e d  a n d  w a f t e d  a w a y  t o  m o r e  f o r e i g n  

n n d  p r o p e r  d e s t i n a t i o n s .

N o ,  n o .  l a n g u a g e  c a n  n o t  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  s c e n e  1 S u f f i c i e n t  t o  
s a y ,  t h a t  a l l  N a t u r e  w a s  r n d i n n t  w i t h  c o u n t l e s s  l i g h t s ,  w i t h  

a t m o s p h e r e s ,  w i t h  c o l o u r s ,  w i t h  b r e a t h i n g s ,  a n d  w i t h  e m a n a t i o n s  
— a l l  t h r o b b i n g  n n d  p u l s a t i n g  w i t h  a n  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  l i f e - e s s e n c e  
— w h i c h  s e e m e d  j u s t  r e a d y  t o  g r a d u a t e  n n d  l e a p  u p  i n t o  t h e  
h u m a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ! E v e r y t h i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  e m u l a t e d  t o  b e  
M a n  1 B u t  I  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  e n d u r e  t h e  e x q u i s i t e  h a p p i n e s s — I 
f e l t  i n c a p a b l e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  q u i e t  f e e l i n g — m y  e m o t i o n s  h a d  

b e c o m e  s o  d e e p  n n d  u n u t t e r a b l e !

1 n o w  y e a r n e d  f o r  a  c o m p a n i o n ,  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n .  F o r  a  m o m e n t  
1 r e a l i z e d  p a i n f u l l y  t h a t  I  w a s  v i e w i n g  a l l  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n c e  
n l o n c  ! T h i s  t h o u g h t  m a d e  m e  f e e l  i s o l a t e d  a l s o ,  n n d  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
r e t a i n i n g  m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  W h e r e u p o n  I  b e g a n  t o  t h i n k  y e a r n 
i n g l y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e — o f  t h e  r o o m  i n  w h i c h  I  h a d  t a k e n  a  s e a t  f o r  
t h e  m n g n c t i c  e x p e r i m e n t — o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o m  I  h a d  s e e n  i n  
t h e  r o o m — o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  t o o — a n d ,  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  m y  v i s i o n  
l i e g a n  t o  d i m i n i s h  a n d  c o n t r a c t .  T h e  d i s t a n t  c o n t i n e n t s ,  o c e a n s ,  
f i e l d s ,  h i l l s ,  f o r e s t s — a l l  g r a d u a l l y  f a d e d  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e  
e f f u l g e n t  l i g h t s  w e r e  l e f t  f a r  b e h i n d  ! N o w , I  c o u l d  d i s c e r n ,  a s  
b e f o r e ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  n n d  t h e  f a c e  
o f  t h e  o | > e r a to r  a l s o ,  w h o  n o w  s a i d  : "  C o m e ,  c o m e ,  J a c k s o n ,  
y o u ’ v e  b e e n  v e r y  s t i l l ! C a n  y o u  s e c  a n y t h i n g — h a v e  y o u  a n y 
t h i n g  t o  B a y . ’ "  I  m a d e  a n  e f f o r t  t o  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  
w r i t i n g  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  I  r e m e m b e r  h o w  I  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  a  f e w  
w o o l s  ; b u t ,  a s  I  w n s  n l i o u t  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t h e r e a t ,  I  
i n v o l u n t a r i l y - e x c l a i m e d ,  i n  a  l o w  a n d  t r e m u l o u s  v o i c e , "  " H o w  
b e a u t i f u l  1 "

I  h e a r d  m y  o w n  a c c e n t s ,  a n d  n e v e r  d i d  I  s t r o n g e r  r e a l i z e  t h e  
t h e  t o t a l  i n e x p r c s s i v e n e s s  n n d  i i n p o t c n c v  o f  h u m a n  l a n g u a g e  1 
A t  t h a t  t i m e  I  s a i d  n n d  b e h e l d  n o  m o r e .  I n  a  f e w  m o m e n t s  I  f e l t  
t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  p a s s i n g  o v e r  m y  h e a d .  S o o n  I  r e t u r n e d  
t o  m y  o r d i n a r y  s t a t e ,  w i t h  n o t  a  s i n g l e  v e s t i g e — o f  w h a t  I  h a d  
s e e n — a l i v e  i n  m y  e x t e r n a l  m e m o r y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e  
h e r e i n  r e l n t c d  i s  a  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e n  m a d e  
u p o n  m y  m i n d . "

A ll this, th a t  onco app eared  to  bo m ere rh ap sod y o r  
ravin g, has risen  in to  som e im p o rtan ce in  th e  lig h t o f  
la te  discoveries in scien ce. I t  will be re a d  w ith sp ecial 
in terest by th ose who have paid an y  a tte n tio n  to  th e  

,new  book, “ Tho U n seen  U n iv erse ,"  o f  which w e a re  
giving a n  a cco u n t in th ese  pages.

T H E  L A T E  M E . G E O E G E  W A L K E B .

A  veby g en eral feelin g o f  r e g r e t  has beon exp ressed  
by th o  spiritualists o f  M elb ou rn e a t  th e  sudden  
and u n exp ected  dem ise o f  M r . G eo rg e  W a lk e r , la te  
o f  th e  B an k  o f  N e w  S o u th  W a le s . M r . W a lk e r  w as a  
stau n ch  and co n sis tan t sp iritu alist an d  refo rm er, and  
lectu red  on  several o ccasion s fo r  th e  la te  V ic to ria n  
A sso ciatio n  o f  P ro g re ss iv e  S p iritu alists , h e  w as also  a  
co n trib u to r t o  th is  jo u rn a l. H is  w ritin g s  th ou g h  
ca u s tic , and tin g e d  w ith  sa tire  on  th e  in co n g ru ities o f  
p revailin g dogm as, w ere  full o f  a  p o w erfu l re fo rm a to ry  
spirit-and elev atin g  in  th e ir  to n e . A lth o u g h  a  m an  o f  
s tro n g  will and positive n a tu re  h e  w as a n  im pressionai 
m edium , and receiv ed  th ro u g h  h is ow n h an d  m an y  
com m u nications from  th e  lan d  to  w h ich  he h as  now

Eone. W e  m iss him  as  a  frien d an d  su p p o rte r  h e r e ,  
u t feel a ssu red  th a t  w ith  h is  deep in te r e s t  in  th e  p ro 

g r e s s i f  sp iritu al tr u th  in  th is  w orld , w e sh all find him  
w o rk in g  (p erh ap s as  efficaciously) t o  th a t  e n d  o n  th e  
o th e r  side.
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F R E E  T H O U G H T S  O N  T H E  L I F E  O F  J E S U S .

B y  a  W r i t i n g  M e d i u m .

Introd uction .

A t th is rem o te  period o f  the h isto ry  o f  m an. it would 
he very difficult, i f  n o t im possible, to  d ecid e to  which 
section  o f  th e  hu m an race  in th e  p ast w e a re  instru- 
m entally in deb ted  for th e  first basiji o f sound religious 
th o u g h t, from  w h ich  have grow n th e  m any diversified 
system s now p rev alen t in civilized society . A n y co n 
clusions to  w hich w e m igh t com e would a t  th e  b est be 
sp ecu lative, alth ou gh  it  m u st bo ad m itted  th a t, a p a rt  
from  th e  in tu itiv e facu lty  in m an which leads him in 
a  gen eral sen se  n a tu ra lly  to reg ard  such m atters, thero  
m u st have boon su ch  a  basis originally laid down.

T ak in g  th a t  view o f th is su b ject, w e shall n o t, th e re 
fore, a tte m p t to  m ak e th e  exp erim en t involved ; but 
ra th e r  allow  ou r th o u g h ts  to  re s t upon a period, n o t so 
very  re m o te  w hen rela tiv e ly  considered in conn ection  
w ith o th e r  h istorical periods, and endeavour to  realize 
as fa r  as  w e can  th e  possibilities, if  n o t th e  absolute  
facts, w hich distinguish th e  life and ch a ra c te r  o f  Je su s  
o f N azareth .

I n  th u s ondeavouring to  form  a n  ideal in relatio n  to  
Je su s , we do n o t, how ever, proposo to  ignore reco rd s  
which profess to  g iv e  d istin ct u tteran ces  relativ e to  his 
life and m ission ; w e in tend , ns fa r  ns possible, to  re ly  on 
th ese  re co rd s  fo r  a  base, while wo allow  play to  th e  
im agin ation, o v er w hich, a t  sam e tim e, w e propose to  
instal th e  co n tro l o f  a  sound and ed u cated  ration ality . 
I n  add ition  to  th is , w e claim  th e  supervision and  
gu idan ce o f  h igher In te llig en ces, who, from  a  m ore  
exalted  p osition , and surround ed by g r e a te r  advantages, 
c a n  im p a rt valu ed  aid , and re n d e r ou r lab ours less 
likely to  bo b ese t with e rro r , eith er ns to  m a tte rs  o f  fact, 
o r of ju d gm en t.

T he th em e up on w hich we th u s proposo to  dw ell, m ust, 
w e th in k , from  th e  very  n a tu re  o f  th e  su b ject, prove  
a ttra c tiv e  to  a  w ide class o f read ers. A n d , althou gh in 
th e  tre a tm e n t o f  ou r su b ject, wo shall doubtless exercise  
g re a te r  freedom  o f th o u g h t and exp ression  th an  is  usual 
w ith o rth o d o x  w rite rs , w e tr u s t  n o t to  tran sg ress  those  
laws, w h ich  w hile fixed and un changeable, allow a  
b readth  o f  illu stra tio n  w hich is n o t alw ays tak en  advan
tag e  of. B y  th is  m ean s wo hope to  relieve th e  atm o 
sphere o f  a tr u ly  noble life o f  m an y o f  th ose doubtful 
passages w hich have h ith erto  clu n g to  its  delineations.

A n d , in ad d ition  to  th is , we believe th a t such a  com 
pilation  ns w e co n tem p late , can  bo m ado to  em brace th e  
advanced views w h ich  now  prevail, reg ard in g  th e  re li
gious life . .f  m an ; and w hich really  is th e  n a tu ra l o u t
com e o f seed s sown b y  th e  N nznrone cen tu ries  ago , who, 
in con n ection  w ith  o th e r g r e a t  T each ers , did his p a r t  to  
nssist h u m an  p ro g re ss . T h e  w orld 's p rop h ets from  tim e  
to  tim e h av e  b een  enabled to  s trik o  sparks o f  v ita lity  in 
th e  h u m an  m ind , w h ich , alth ou gh  cru d e  a t  th e  o u tset, 
a re  calcu lated  to  assu m e in due tim e su ch  a  form  and  
shape as  shall be b e s t  adap ted  to  secu re  m an 's tru e s t  
freedom  from  th e  bonds o f  a  n arro w  system  w hereby the  
hum an m ind becom es stu n ted  in its  grow th . Ind eed , we 
con ceiv e i t  w ill n o t  be th e  case th a t th e  tru th  resp ectin g  
J e s u s  as a  te a c h e r  will be a tta in ed , u n til th a t  freedom  o f  
th o u g h t to  w h ich  w e h av e  referred  in re la tio n  t o  th e  
facts  o f  his life, w h ich  a re  know n to  be e x ta n t, shall have  
been exercised  th u s  boldly.

In d e p e n d e n t o f  influences which h av e  ever had tho  
effect o f re s tr ic tin g  free  in q u iry , wo feel th a t wo can  
e n te r  and ta k e  ad v an tag e  o f  m any sou rces o f  inform a
tio n  o th erw ise  re je c te d , b ecau se  conceived to  be outsido  
th e  c ircle  o f  eccle sia stica l dogm a. T h ere  a re  m an y fair  
fields o f  in fo rm atio n  affording suggestive id eas which  
h av e b een  d eclared  d an gerous by so sty led  au th oritative  
w rite rs  o f  th e  h isto ry  o f  J e s u s , and in th ese, w hen th e  
im p u tation  o f  d an gerou s h as  been rem oved, w e m ay find 
beau tiful flow ers, alike d escrip tive o f  th e  fa ires t virtues, 
an d  aflordin g evidence o f  th e  b rig h te st w isd o m : 
ch a ra cte ris tics  disp layed b y Je su s  in his in terco u rse  with  
h is fellow  m en.

I n  f u r th e r  e lu cid atio n  o f  ou r pu rp ose, we m ay call 
th e  a tte n tio n  o f  o u r  re a d e rs  to  th o  dem and which now  
e x is ts  fo r  a  m o re  gen ero u s p resen tation  o f  possibilities,

as con n ected  w ith tho aids to  religious grow th . The  
light which is reflected  from  behind shows in a  c learer  
outline th a t which m ay be a tta in ed  in th e  f u tu r e ; and, 
far be i t  from us to  com plain, w hen m en on all hands 
aro  expressing dissatisfaction with ou tgrow n  theories, 
and asking for such as will m ore really  su it th e  circu m 
stan ces  o f  th e  case.

T he en tire  experien ce o f  th e  p ast m akes ap p aren t the  
necessity  for revision o f existing th e o rie s ; reconsidera
tion  o f  m ethods, which, although th ey  suited a  narrow  
com pass o f  mind and experien ce, a re  found to  be 
un suited  to  hum an w ants as  th ese now exis t. I t  can n ot 
bo denied th a t we live in stirrin g  tim es, when, if  e v er it  
w ere so, that th e  g ro a t b a ttlo  betw een tru th  in all its  
phases, and e r ro r  in all its  form s, has to  be fought, th a t  
tim e is th e  p re s e n t; not necessarily as th e  resu lt o f th e  
one striv in g  to  d estroy  tho o th er, b u t really  th a t by this 
m eans, a  m an in th o  possession o f  a  c le a re r  in tellect, and 
a p u rer h eart, m ay be able m ore and m ore to  discern the  
tru th , and tak e  to  him self th a t  which will b est help him  
to  fulfil th e  destiny which his existen ce  presupposes. A n  
id ea l  life o f  Je su s , brief, b u t ch aracteristic , m ay help to  
secu re  such an object, and th u s afford a  m eans whereby  
a  desirable end m ay bo gained

W e  would gu ard  our read ers, how ever, again st su p 
posing th a t, a f te r  all th a t we can Bay on tho su b ject, any  
th in g b u t th o  briefest, o r  perhaps cru d est, represen tation  
o f th is subject, can  bo offered. I t  will only bo in the  
rem ote fu tu re , when m en learn  to  view tho history o f  the  
p ast, by th e  aid o f  a m ore cultivated  reason, freo from  
cred al prejudice, and under th e  influence o f  a  p u rer and 
m ore spiritually  refined m ode o f  fife, th a t th o  tru e  life 
o f J e s u s  will be w ritten . This need n o t d eter us in th e  
m eantim e doing ou r b est as  a  contribution  to  so 
in terestin g  a s u b je c t; and, in the fight o f  such an  object, 
and in tho sp irit o f  a  broad and universal ch arity , we 
proposo to  lay before our read ers such jo ttin g s  o f  
th o u g h t as m ay help somo, we tru s t  m any, o f  ou r fellow  
beings, in tho pathw ay o f  a  wise, loving, and happy  
d ev elo p m en t; stren gth en in g  in th em  th e  purpose to five 
m ore effectiv e ly ; and , th u s, to  an ticip ate  beyond the  
ran g e  o f e a rth  fife, a  brighter, m ore useful, and a  
h ap pier c a r e e r !

C h a p t e r  I .

A s  an  objection to  tho cou rse  we a re  pursuing, it  
m ight be argu ed  th a t in tho N ew  T estam en t we have a  
m ore au th en tic  and com plete fife o f Je su s  th an  could bo 
otherw ise produced. T h a t in th ese  reco rd s, nut only is 
i t  proved th a t  Je su s  really  existed , b u t th a t his ch a ra cte r  
and work a re  fully and ably delineated. T h ero  a re  
grounds, how ever, for concluding, th a t  w ere wo confined 
to  th is so u rce  o f  inform ation, an  adverse ra th e r  th an  a  
favourable issue m igh t bo arrived a t  W o o ! to  th e  
w orld, if th e  race  o f  m an was sh u t up to  tho Bible  
records. This has a lread y  boon proved in th e  resu lts  o f  
th a t close ad h eren co to  its s ta tem en ts, on  tho bnsis of  
which th e  existing th eology and religious belief have 
been bu ilt, resu ltin g  in th a t w ide-spread confusion nnd 
conflict w hich now rages botw een th e  various sections  
o f  th e  so-called  C hu rch  o f  C h rist. ¿

I t  is n o t ou r purpose to  den y w a t , w ithin tho boards 
o f  th e  B ible, a re  m any adm irable expressions, o r  th a t  
som o o f  its  statem en ts m ay be historically tru e , in a  
gonoral sense. O n th o  o th er hand, wo do m ost dis
tin ctly  affirm  th a t  an exclusive relian ce on th a t B ook , to  
th e  exclusion o f  o th e r  w ritin gs e ith er m ore a n cien t o r  
m ore m odern, and tho n eg lect to  to s t  its  a ccu ra cy  o f  
s ta te m e n t by th e  p rocess o f  ration al th ou g h t, have proved  
m ost disastrou s to  m an’s m oral an d  sp iritu al exp e
rience.

E v en  th ou g h  we w ere sh u t up to  a  m ere  com parison  
o f  sentim en ts, a p a rt from  a  ju d g m en t o f a  special value, 
o r  otherw ise, o f  th e  B ible u t te r a n c e s ;  and w ere to  place  
side by side w ith th ose th e  teach in g s o f S eers who lived  
ages before J e su s  was born in to  th e  w o rld ; i t  would be 
found th a t  th ero -w as a  p rio r  claim  to  th e  possession o f  
a  wisdom, equally as  sublim e, and a n  ap p lication  th o reo f  
to th e  w ants o f  hu m an n a tu re , q u ite  as  su itab le  as  any  
o f  th e  teach in gs th e  B ib le  presen ts.

B u t  w e a re  p rep ared  to  go m uch fu r th e r  even th an  
th is, and p oin t o u t th a t  th e  w riters o f  th e  B ible m u st
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have been indebted to  teach ers, who lived long before  
th e ir  day, for m any o f  th e  strikingly beautiful sentim en ts  
which have been passed of!' as th e ir  ow n original th ou g h ts  
and expressions. H ere  is an  in stance, in which th e  very  
genius o f  th e  teachings o f  Je su s  is found to  be em bodied  
in tljo u tteran ce  o f  an o th er seer (C o n fu ciu s) cen tu ries  
b efo re : " D o  unto an o th er w hat you would he should do 
unto y o u ; and do n o t u n to  a n o th er w h at y o u  would not 
should be done u n to  y o u . Thou only need st th is law 
alone, it is th e  foundation and principal o f  all th e  re s t .”  
A nd again : “  W e  ca n n o t observe th is n ecessary  ru lo  of  
life if th ere  be w anting th ese th re e  virtu es— ( 1 )  W isdom , 
which m akes us discern  good from  e v i l ; ( 2 )  U n iversal 
love, which m akes us love all m en who a re  v irtu o u s ; 
and ( 3 )  th a t  resolution which m akes us constan tly  p e r
severe in th e  adh eren ce to  good and aversion  for ev il."  
A n d , to  tak e  even a n o th er exam ple, an  u tte ra n ce  which 
for its  value is incalculably preciou s, as  revealing the  
com m on sense view o f  m an’s case as  a grow ing and p ro 
gressive crea tu re  : “  I f  a person have d ep arted  from  th e  
p ath  o f  in te g rity  and innocence, ho needs only to  e x c ite  
th e  good th n t rem ains to m ake ato n om en t by pains and  
in d u stry , and ho will infallibly arriv e a t  th e  highest sta to  
o f  v irtu e. I t  is n o t enough to  know virtu e, it is n eces
sary  to  love i t ; b u t i t  is n o t sufficient to  love it, it is 
n ecessary  to  possess i t ."

N ow , w e ask ou r read ers  to  po n d er th ose an cien t 
u tte ra n ce s , and to  com pare th em  w ith teach in gs which 
a r e  found in th e  Bible, w hether th ey  re fe r  to  th e  m ode  
o f  m an’s reco very  from a so-called lo st cond ition, o r  to  
th e  con d u ct o f  hum an life gen erally . A nd having dono 
so, wo th in k  th ey  will ag ree  with us, th a t to  confine our- 
Bolves exclusively to  th e  Bible reco rd s, and to  ignore  
o th e r w ritings to  which we have access , w ould be the  
h eig h t o f folly.

W e  do n o t, how ever, in tend to  follow up th is tra in  of 
th ou g h t a t  th e  p resen t s ta g e , b u t have ra th e r  referred  to  
i t  in conn ection  with th e  evident im p o rtan ce which 
oxists o f  exam ining m any o th e r  au th orities, both ancien t 
and m odern, relativo to  th e  facts  o f  th o  life o f  Je su s, 
eith er as  a  real person, o r  a prom inent teach er  
being assured, th a t in th e  adoption o f  th is cou rse, 
w e shall arriv e a t  a far m ore satisfacto ry  conclu sion  than  
could be attain ed  if  we took fo r  g ran ted  all th a t the  
B ible professes to  tell us o f  his life and ch a ra cte r.

T h ere  have been w riters , who declare , and th e re  are  
su ch  a t  th e  presont day— and who, n o doubt, honestly  
believe— th a t no such person as  J e su s  o f  N a z a re th  evor 
existed . W n to r s  who im agine th a t  th eso reco rd s o f  his 
life aro  m ere fables, m yth ical rep resen tatio n s o f  co n cep 
tions originated in a v ariety  o f hum an m inds, under  
different circu m stan ces o f  th o  w orld’s h isto ry , and  
grad u ally  b ro u g h t in to  th e ir  p resen t form  and shape, to  
enable priestly  dom ination to  rid e ram p an t, and th u s  to  
enslave th e  m inds o f  th e ir  fellow -m en T o  su stain  such  
a  view, argu m en ts have n o t been w an tin g ; a lth o u g h  wo 
a r e  in clined to  think th a t th e  conclu sion  th u s com e to  
is ra th e r  th e  re su lt o f  a fierce reactio n , a  v iolen t dem on
stra tio n  a g a in st tho folly which led m en to  confine 
them selves to  th e  ono reco rd , and , while p lacin g  th eir  
ow n estim ate upon it , deducing th erefro m  a  system  a t  
o n ce  unreason able and a rb itra ry  as betw een m an  and  
m an.

O n  th is v e ry  grou n d , th en , w e aro  far from  cond em n
ing su ch  w riters , som e o f  whom  have proved the  
lib erators o f  th ousan ds o f  m inds from  a  cru sh in g  and  
ruin ous th ra ld o m ; m en who have stood in th e  very  
fo re -fro n t o f  th e  b attle , an d  a t  a  tim e w hen p ersecu tion  
w as m o re  in vo gu e th a n  i t  is now, en d u red  m uch dis
com fort, and even suffering, th a t  th e y  m igh t aro u se  th eir  
fellow -m en to  reflectionj and quicken th em  to  seek free 
dom  from  a  th ra ld o m 'w h ich  n e ith e r th e y  n o r  th e ir  
fa th e rs  w ere  able quietly to  bear.

( 2 b  be continued .)

B B I E F  I T E M S  B Y  T H E  M A I L .

The S p iritu a list o f  F e b ru a ry  1 1 th  co n tain s  tw o  
a cco u n ts  o f  th e  m ouldin g o f  sp irit hands u n d er s tr ic t  
t e s t  cond itions in  M a n ch e ste r, E n g la n d .' This new  and  
w onderful phase o f  sp ir it m an ifestation s is now  p re tty  
w ell d em o n strated  as  a  fa ct .

A t  a  m eetin g o f  th e  P sy ch o lo g ical S o cie ty  o f G ro a t  
B rita in , held A p ril 6 th , M r. S a rg e a n t C o x  confirm ed th e  
s ta te m e n t th a t th e  w reck  o f  th e  “ S tr a th m o r e ”  was 
discovered  by a  c la irv o y an t, and th e  fa c t  com m u n icated  
to  tho agen ts b efore th e  new s cam e b y th e  o rd in ary  
ch an n els.

T h e  S p iritu a list  o f  A p ril 1 4 th  co n tain s  an  a cco u n t, by  
a  c lerg y m an  o f th o  C h u rch  o f  E n g lan d , o f  th e  carry in g  
by sp irit pow er o f  a lo ck  o f  h air from  a c ir c le  a t  P o r t s 
m outh to  a n o th e r  in L o n d on , within tw o h ou rs o f  th e  
tim e it w as cu t. T h e  a tte n tio n  o f  th o  c ircle  w as d irec ted  
to  a  co rn e r  o f  th e  w ell-lighted room , w h ence th e y  saw  
th e  lock o f  h air slow ly floating to w ard s th e  m edium , 
alig h t on his head, and th en  fall to  th e  g ro u n d . T h o  
sam e pap er co n tain s  a n  a c co u n t o f  a  w onderful cu re  o f  
G o itre , o f 1 6  y e a rs  stand in g, by th e  m esm eric  tre a tm e n t  
o f D r. M ack .

M b . W m . C bookf.8, F .B .S . ,  re ce n tly  g av e a  le c tu r e  a t  
tho B o y al In stitu tio n , ex p la n a to ry  and illu s tra tiv e  o f  his 
discovery o f  a  force in ligh t. B y  th o  co n stru ctio n  of 
dolicate  in stru m en ts  he h as been ab le  to  e x a c tly  m easu re  
tho m ech anical forco  o f  l i g h t ; th is  ho d em o n stra ted  by 
an exp erim en t to  his aud ien ce. B y  ca lcu la tio n  he e s ti
m ated  th a t th o  p ressu re o f  su n lig h t on  th e  e a r th ’s 
su rface  was upw ards o f  tw o cw t. p e r  a c re , o r  5 7  to n s  to  
tho sq u are m ile.

A  S U P E B N A T U B A L  V I S I T A T I O N .

A  considerable sensation prevailed in th e  n eig h b o u r
hood o f M acarth u r ow ing to  th e  n o ctu rn al p re se n ce  o f  au  
apparition which has been seen by several p erson s on  
th e  e s ta te  o f  M r. C arm ich ael, a t  H a rto n  H ills . I t  
ap p ears th a t  fo u r m en , w orking a t  a  jo b  o f  fen cin g , 
w ere cam ped ab o u t tw o m iles from  tho head s ta tio n , 
w hen th e y  w ere alarm ed  th re e  o r  fou r n igh ts ag o  b y  
seeing a  figu re draped in w hite, stalk in g back w ard s and  
forw ards in tho m oonlight. So frig h ten ed  w ere  th oy , 
th a t th e y  b eat a  r e tr e a t  to  th e  s ta tio n , and com m u n icated  
th o  p articu lars  to  M r. T o w a rt, th o  ov orseer, w h ilst a  
dog th e y  h ad w ith th em  p articip ated  in th e  a la rm , aud  
ran  aw ay how ling piteou sly . N e x t  n ig h t a  p a r ty  of 
eig h t, in clud ing a  policem an from  th e  tow nship, 
bivouacked in th e  h au n ted  sp ot, an d  five o f  th em  w ore  
rew arded b y g e ttin g  a  sig h t o f  th e  gh ost. T h e  new s  
began to  spread , and w e u n d erstan d  th a t  a  la rg e  p a rty  
was to  be m ade u p  from  M a ca rth u r , w ith a  view  to  
solvo th e  m y stery  if  possible. T ra d itio n  s ta te s  th a t  th e  
lo cality  in question w as, m an y y e a rs  ago , th e  scen e  o f  a  
fatal affray betw een th e  e a rly  se ttle rs  and th e  ab origin als, 
and th a t in th ese  en co u n ters  th o  black s cam e off second  
best. O f  co u rse  th e  supposition is  th a t  one o f  th e  
n atives so disposed o f  has ju m p ed  u p  “  w h itefellow ”  in  
fulfilm ent o f  th e  aboriginal belief, and n o n ce th e  asto n ish 
m en t o f  th e  n erves o f th e  fencing p a r ty  b y  h is  “ cou n - 
te r te it  p re se n tm e n t!” I t  should bo m en tion ed  th a t  tho  
g h o st has a lread y  on e casu alty  to  an sw er for, in asm u ch  
as  one o f th e  in terview ists, in his h u rry  to  g e t  a  s ig h t o f  
th e  ap p aritio n , w as th ro w n  from  h is h o rse , an d  broke  
his leg . W e  tru s t  som e o f  th o se  who m ay  h av e  been  
fo rtu n ate  enough to  have seen th e  th in g , w ill sen d  us a  
p rog ress re p o rt .— H a m ilto n  Spectator.

D B . C U M M I N G  A N D  T H E  Q U E E N .

T he B e v . D r . C um m ing, o f  th e  S c o tch  N a tio n a l  
C hu rch , s ta ted  to  his co n g reg atio n , on  th e  1 6 th  o f  
Ja n u a ry , th a t  h e  had re ce n tly  p reach ed  a  serm o n  b efore  
th e  .  Q u een, a t  B alm o ral, on  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  C om 
m union o f  S ain ts, and h av in g  s ta te d  th a t  th e  so u ls  o f  
th e  blessed in  h eav en  w ould reco g n ise  e a ch  o th e r  
p erfectly , and w ould speak to  each  o th e r  a b o u t th e  
even ts o f  th e  p ast. O n  th e  con clu sion  o f  th e  se rv ice , 
h e r  M ajesty  advanced to  th e  s te p s  o f  th e  p u lp it and  
th an k ed  him  h e a rtily  fo r  h is  serm on , te llin g  h im  how  
hap py i t  h ad  m ade h e r  feel. D r . C um m ing add ed th a t  
h e  w as e x tre m e ly  h o n ou red  b y  th e  co n v ersa tio n  o f  su ch  
a  S o vereign  as  H e r  M ajesty .— H era ld , A p r il 2 4 « .
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M R . P E E B L E S  I N  M E X I C O .

T h e  “ B a n n e r  o f  L i g h t "  o f  M a y  5 th  con tain s a  
highly  in te re stin g  le t te r  from  J .  M . Peeb les, giving an  
a c co u n t o f  his tra v e ls  in th e  land o f  th e  A ztecs , and 
reflections on th e  social and religious con d ition  o f th e

feop le,co n clu d in g  w ith a  descrip tion  o f a  Sean ce atten d ed  
y  him in th e  C ity  o f  M exico , from  which w e e x tr a c t  the  

fo llo w in g :—  f
“ The circle that I  had the pleasure of attending, meets every 

Monday evening at the residence of Gen. Gonzales. It has one 
hundred and twenty enrolled members, thirty qj- more of whom 
were present upon this occassion. They have a library and 
several excellent writing mediums.

The president, Antonio Santago—seemingly fust fitted for his 
position—is a gentleman of grave and paternal deportment. On 
his right sat Gen. Gonzales, the presence of whom reveals a strong 
psychological power. Sitting along the sides and at the ends of 
the table were several ready secretaries and writing mediums. At 
the tinkling of a  bell all was silent. The seance was opened with 
prayer. The mediums taking their positions, soon wrote with 
great rapidity. The influence seemed to be a combination of the 
impressional and semi-mechanical. The quietness and order were 
admirable, and the various messages from the spirits exceedingly 
interesting.

While I would not flatter Jupiter for his trident, I must in 
justice say that, phrepologically speaking, I have seldom or never 
seen a more intelligent assemblage of ladies and gentlemen con
vened in a seance-room.

By the aid of Gen. Gonzales one lady present, Dolores Portugal’ 
became psychologically entranced. The words uttered in this 
ecstatic state were taken down by the secretaries as they felt from 
her lips. Thus conditional magnetically, she would find concealed 
objects, endure the candle’s blaze before her open eyes, become 
rigid as a bar of steel, and exhibit no flinching from the thrusting 
of pins into her limbs. Other interesting experiments were tried, 
demonstrating her complete unconsciousness to all extenal things."

M R S . H A R D Y  I N  A  S A C K .

T I I E  P A IN E  H A LL M A T E R IA L IS T S  CONFOUNDED.

M b s . H a r d y  b ein g  m uch b eset alike b y in credulous  
M ateria lists  a n d  d oub tin g S p iritu alists  to  give a  m oulding  
sean ce , u n d er “  te s t  cond itions,”  app eared  a t  Paine H all 
la s t even ing , enveloped in a  sack , a n d  s a t  up on th e  
p latform  b efore  a  la rg e  n u m b er o f  sp e cta to rs , w ith th e  
view  t o  p rod u cin g  th e  m ould  o f  a sp irit-h an d  u n d er c ir 
cu m stan ces w h ich  w ould p reclu d e th e  ed ito rs  o f  the  
In v estiga to r  and th e  S p iritu a l Scien tist  *  from  alleging  
th a t  she “ did i t  w ith h e r  fe e t.” I n  ab o u t tw en ty  m inutes  
from  th e  tim e  th e  scre e n  w as d raw n arou n d  th e  tab le, 
u n d er w h ich  stood  th e  pail o f  w a te r  and paraffine, th e  
invisible ch em ists  signified to  th e  m edium  th a t  th eir  
w ork w as com p leted , and w hen th e  tab le  w as rem oved  
th e re  lay  b y  th e  side o f  th e  vessel a  p e rfe ct w axen mold 
o f a  hu m an han d. T h e  sack enveloping th e  m edium  to  
th e  n eck  w as ca re fu lly  exam in ed  by a  com m ittee before  
and a f te r  th e  s ittin g , an d  foun d to  b e  in ta c t, and th e  
infidel m em b er o f  th e  com m ittee publicly confessed his 
in ab ility  to  su g g e st a n y  possible hu m an m ode of acco m 
plishing th e  re su lt  achieved.

M r. S eav er an d  a n o th e r  gen tlem an  in th e  hall w anted  
M rs. H a rd y  to  also  en clo se th e  paraffine and w ater in a  
b a g  o r  screen , b u t fo r  reaso n s b est known to  th e  medium  
an d  th o se  co n v e rsa n t w ith th e  sub tle conditions of 
m edium ship, th is  w as declined , althou gh an  exp erim en tal 
sean ce  u n d er th e  d irection  o f  D r. G ard n er, th a t m orning, 
a t  th e  h o u se o f  th e  m edium , w h ere th e  w ater and  
paraffine w ere lock ed  w ithin an  en closu re o f  wood and  
w ire, re su lte d  as  u su al in th e  prod uction  o f  a m ould, 
w hich w as foun d floating in th e  w ater. I t  is duo to  the  
m edium  to  say  th a t  th is  double te s t ,  o r  th e  in terposition  
o f  th e  w ire  screen , largely  add ed to  th e  d ra ft upon h er  
v ita lity , b u t  fu lly  assu red  D r. G ard n er, if  th e  assu ran ce  
w as n eed ed , th a t  th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  th e  m ould w as th e  
u n m istak ab le r e su lt  o f  su p ersen su al forces, and g av e him  
confid ence to  a s se r t  in  P a in e  H a ll  la s t evening th a t th is  
w as th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a  series o f  exp erim en ts which  
w ould aston ish  th e  w o rld . H e  even prom ised M r. S eaver  
th e  p leasu re  o f  soon w itnessing a  sp irit in full form  
stan d in g  up on th e  p latform  o f  his m aterialistic tem ple. 
M r . S eav er said  th a t  w as j u s t  w h at he w an ted  to  see. 
X ou s verrons.— S p iritu a l S cien tist, F e b . 2 4 .

•The Spiritual Scientist has hot said that Mrs. Hardy “ did it 
with her feet."—E d. Spiritual Scientist.

M A T E R I A L I S M  A N D  IT S  O P P O N E N T S .

T n E  T ru th s e ek er  (ed ited  by Jo h n  P a g e  H o p p s) of 
Ja n u a ry  la s t con tain s a m asterly  critic ism  on M r. 
T ynd all's  a rtic le , “ M aterialism  and its  O p p on en ts."  
T h e  critic ism  is in th e  m ain favou rab le to  M r. Tyndall, 
b u t in referen ce  to  his scu rrilou s allusion to  S p iritu al
ism, th e  w riter  says ¡—

“ W e cannot conclude this notice, however, without a reference 
to the one false note of this article, and to the one opponent of 
Materialism of which Mr. Tyndall speaks with an animus, and 
even an indecency, that ill become him. He hates "  Spiritualism," 
and he calls it an •' intellectual whoredom and it is to be feared 
that his bad language and bad tcnqier are partly duo to the fact 
that he is conscious Spiritualism, if proved true, would silence him 
most effectually on some points. Of Spiritualism we will only 
say this—that, amid all the vulgarity, nonsense, and deception 
connected with it, we see in it the possibility of a great discovery ; 
and it appears to us to be supremely foolish and unscientific to 
dismiss it without inquiry. If there is an unseen world, and if 
there are  intelligent beings there, it is quite reasonable to suppose 
that, under certain conditions, the veil might be lifted, and the 
two modes of being blend. Besides, Mr. Tyndall, in this very 
article, has himself made a statement which ought to effectually 
prevent him coming to a rough conclusion about a subject he 
knows nothing of. He tells ns, what is, indeed, a notorious fact 
in science now, that we are altogether limited in onr knowledge 
by our very imperfect senses. He says, about a kindred subject: 
“ In all such inquiries we are necessarily limited by onr own 
powers. We observe what our senses,' armed with the aids fur
nished by science, enable us to observe—nothing more. . .  . 
Alter the capacity, and the evidence would alter too. Would that 
which to us is a total absence of any manifestation of conscious
ness be the same to a being with our capacities indefinitely multi
plied i" That is just the question : How far can our senses go Í 
and we repeat that any statement on that point should be 
examined with scientific calmness, and not dismissed with 
unscientific irritation and contempt. One of Mr. Tyndall's illus
trious predecessors as President of the British Association—Sir 
W. Grove, author of the great work on the “ Correlation of 
Physical Forces—actually says that "  Myriads.of organised beings 
may exist, imperceptible to our vision, even if we were among 
them and other men of science, Mr. Tyndall’s equals or supe
riors in some things, declare that there are such beings, and that, 
under proper conditions, they manifest their presence. I t  is a 
subject for experiment, not for hysterical affirmation on the one 
side, nor rude and wanton denunciation on the other. To Mr, 
Tyndall, then, and to his followers, ns well as to his assailants, we 
repeat our word of warning :—You also have your perils and your 
failings. Beware you of acting over again the dreary tragedy of 
scientific prejudice and philosophic pride. Do not talk about the 
impossible, do not scoff a t novelties, do not put bounds to the 
knowable, do not make sure that you are infallible. Let us have 
freedom and fair play all round. Let us, if necessary, choose 
“ commotion before stagnation, and tho( leap of the torrent before 
the stillness of the swamp.” Above all, let us hope that there 
is a  mighty God of love above us ; let us hope that man is not a 
beast that perishes ; let us hope that we are not being-betrayed by 
these mighty yearnings of the h eart;  let us hope that this 
school-house of earth and time is but introductory to a life that 
shall make the great fact of evolution and development not the 
throb of an earthly moment, but the law of an eternal day." '

P S Y C H O G R A P H S .

A  new  phase o f  sp irit p h oto grap h y is  d escrib ed  in  th e  
B a n n e r o f  L ig h t (A p ril 2 2 n d ,) b y A llan  P u tn a m . A t  
th e  room s o f  M r. B . P .  B ro w n  o f  B o sto n , h e  obtained  
five different figures on  his ow n p la tes  in  darkn ess, he  
having ch arg e  q f th e  cap  o f  th e  cam era , and th e  photo
g rap h er s ittin g  by him  th e  w hole tim e. A gen tlem an  
resid en t in M elb o u rn e.h as  favou red  us w ith a  co p y  o f  
th is  a r tis t ’s sp ir it photos, th e  p h oto grap h  o f  th o  living 
p erson  occu p yin g  th e  p lace  o f  th e  s itte r , a  w ell defined  
and y o u th fu l fem ale sp irit form  ap p earin g  behind th e  
chair.
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S P E C U L A T I V E  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

I n  th e  (lays when Good cam é o u t o f  N a z a re th , and  
th ro u gh  th e  carp en ter's  son w ore poured th e  teach in gs  
o f th e  highest spheres, they found various grou nd to  fall 
upon— Pharisees, b ittor and u n relenting in th e ir  bigoted  
h ate  ; Sadducees, supercilious and scornful, a  people 
enslaved and debased, its ru lers co rru p ted , its religion a 
dead husk, its social life a  whited sep u lch re . B y  slow  
degrees it perm eated th e  p o or and low ly, and a t  last 
overflowed on G en tile  grou n d , and, as  one am on g a 
thousand obscure sects , was held up to  th e  m ockery ol 
th e  g re a t and w ise ; b u t, nevertheless, it spread . I ts  
teachings, b efore too high, stooped to  a com m on level ; 
to  a tta in  pow er, i t  renounced p u rity , it absorbed the  
ob solete legends of th e  m ystic p a s t ;  th e  principles w ere  
bow ed b efore the m an, and th e  radian ce o f  his 
H u m an ity  exchan ged for th e  em pty title  o f  a  G od. The  
ren u n ciatio n  o f  th e  lusts o f  th e  flesh, becam e, in low er 
m inds, A sceticism  ; th e  deeds o f  C h arily  died in the  
em braces o f  a fictitious F a i th ; th e  reco rd s, w ritten  by 
im passioned devotees, wore reck lessly in terp olated , and 
to rtu re d  to  new m eanings, then to  be also exalted  to a  
sup ern atural height. I t  was not enough th a t  th e  sp irit 
and life w ere divine, b u t th e  le tte r  m ust likewise bocome 
so, and th e  lig h t o f  his cou n ten an ce bo ch eck ed  by 
ritu al and rites , as  in th e  glasB and th e  bars o f  a  lan tern . 
I t s  popularization and its  m aterialization  w ere one, its 
pow er advanced as  its tru th  w axed dim, till, as th o  poli
tical tool o f  despots, i t  sw ept a cro ss  th e  w estern  world.

T h ere have been revelations b efore and since, In d i
vidual, N ational, U n iversal, b u t it and all palo before the  
now dawn b reaking upon a h igher age . W o  have tho  
sam e tr ia l, th e  sam e opposition, b u t in m in iatu re ; we 
havo g re a te r  stren g th  and sw ifter p rog ress, for the  
dem ocracy o f  th is ago delivers us from  th e  an cien t 
dread. W o  a re  n o t confined to  a  single cou rse  o f  actio n , 
wo a re  n o t linked to  a single nam e ; G oodness and T ru th  
a re , in degree, th e  dow ry o f  all, and o u r  very e rro rs —  
n ecessary  and tran sien t— stren gth en  th o  R eason which 
should be m an's only guide. B u t  no longer is th e  g reat  
dram a en acted  “ in an  un noticed  co rn er o f th e  w orld,” 
th ou g h  tho millions aro  ig n o ran t and oppressed , though  
th o  few  aro envious and c ra f ty  ; th e  deeds a re  done in 
th e  daylight— a  suspicious S cien ce  is a t  its elbow, a 
read y proas n o tes  every a c t , and gives it to  th e  world. A  
h istory  is boing built th a t m u st defy all sto rm s o f  tim e ; 
tho floodgates will n o t sh u t again , and , s triv e  how men 
m ay, tho S p irit world is passing th ro u g h  th o  broach, and 
e 'e r  long every  fo rtress  o f  falsehood will bo in their  
hands. W o  m e e t P h arisee  and Sad du cee on  th e ir  own 
grou nd, th ough as  Bcornful and ns b itte r  a s  o f  old the  
scep tical, philosophy, p aralle l to  th a t o f  G re e ce  and R om e, 
is  n o t now a t  a  distance, b u t in ou r m idst. W e  ask no  
faith , wo a cce p t th e  challenge o f  proof, and as far as  wo 
havo tru th  th e  v icto ry  is assu red . S cien ce and R elig ion  
a ro  th e  high co u rts  o f m an’s appeal, in stitu ted  before  
history, th e ir  v erd ict is final, and th ou g h , like all things  
hum an, liable to  e r r , y e t  in th e ir  v erity  a re  th ey  etern al. 
Spiritualism  does n o t seek to  o u st o r  scoff a t  th em , b u t  
to  p o rfect and com plete them  ; th ey  a re  h e r  kindred , h er  
prog en itors—

“ The force of Nature could no farther go,
To make a third she joined the primal two.”

T he bu rd en o f  th is p ro o f re sts  upon Spiritu alism , before  
she can  be reco gn ised  as  o f kin to  such g re a t nam es  
and she a cce p ts  it . R e je c tin g  a t  on ce  a n d  for evo r th é  
u su rp ed  a u th o rity  o f  dogm a and prejudice, she dem ands  
h er t r ia l  in th e  lig h t o f  R eason .

“ N o th in g  e x te n u a te , n o r  au g h t s e t  down in m alice .”  
This is  h e r  p lea ; s te rn  ju stice , and h o  q u a rte r  g iv e n  o r  
ta k e n  to  a n y  e rro r , how ever high o r hoary. O f tru th  
th e re  a r e  th re e  t e s t a :—

1 . T h e  Possible.
2 .  T h e  Prob able.
3 .  T h e  Proved.

' firs t tw o a r e  S p ecu lativ e . L o t  us now p roceed  to  
th e ir  s u c c in c t con sid eration . 1 . T he Possib le— T h o ex is
te n ce  a f te r  d eath  o f  th e  r e a l  m an — in d istin ction  to  his 
m o rta l fram e a n d  his p o w er o f  still com m u nicating w ith  
th o se  in  th e  flesh— ia  a  s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  m o st rabid

m u st adm it to  b e  possible ; O m n iscien ce alon e could  
den y it, S cien ce does n o t a tte m p t to . 2 .  T h e  P rob ab le, 
i. e ., th e  ratio n al— T o ad m it S p iritu alism  to  th is division  
is to  say  th a t th e  th e o ry , for so  i t  is h e re  te rm e d , is 
con sisten t in itself, and, g ran ted  ce rta in  p rem ises, which  
a re  them selves sim ply unproved, is a  faithful in du ction  
o r  ded uction  th erefro m . H e r e  R elig ion  su p p o rts  us, for 
w ith ou t h alf th e  tru th , th a t o f  Im m o rta lity , all h er creed s  
w ere false and baseless, while all a lik e  p roclaim  som e  
in stances o f  sup erm un dane visita tio n  a n d  in te rco u rse  
with th e  unseen. T hese S cien ce re je c ts , a n d  to  h e r  we 
m ust proffer o th e r food, th ou g h  h ere i t  m u st be briefly. 
F ir s t ,  a  passin g allusion m u st be m ade to  th e  universal 
accep ta tio n  o f  tho idea, and th ough th is  a rg u m e n t is 
m uch vitiated  by th e  fa c t th a t th e  wish m ay , m o re  p ar
ticu larly  in th is case  th an  in any o th e r, becom e “ the  
fath er to  tho th o u g h t,” since n e v e r  a re  d esires so stro n g , 
nev er is em otion m ore pow erful, never co u ld  “  e x p e c ta n t  
atten tion  "  o r  “ unconscious cereb ra tio n  ” acco m p lish  so 
m uch, y e t tho tru th  which P ro fe sso r I lu x le y  so pithily  
exp resses— “ W e  can  find trib es w ith o u t G ods, b u t none  
w ithout gh osts ”— m ust bo a  p rim ary  fa cto r  in o u r  co n 
cep tion s, having its  duo place and w eight. Second ly , le t  
us rem em ber th a t Scien ce still proclaim s M in d  as  a  th in g  
u tte rly  unknow n, and w ith ou t kinship to  sensible ex is
ten ces. B y  «orne th in k ers  i t  is  held to  be unknow able, 
since to know w h at M ind is, i t  w ould h av e  to  be both  
sub ject and ob ject a t  th o  sam e m om en t, and th is  is 
im possible; b u t all, save a  very few , un ite in p o stu latin g  
th e  su b stan ce o f  M ind as  an  unknow n q u an tity . M r. 
S p encer has discovered  to  us P sych ogou y o r  th e  g ro w th  
o f M ind, by exp erien ce  and its  variou s d ev elop m en ts in  
acco rd an ce  w ith its en v iron m en t, b u t th a t  w hich grow s, 
chan ges, and developeB, ph ysiologist and p sy ch o lo g ist 
alike can  do no m ore th an  nam e. S cien ce  teach es  us how  
un reliable aro  th o  first im pressions o f  sense ; th e  p h eno
m enon o f  a  looking-glass is one only su rm o u n ted  by 
continued exp erien ce  ; ev ery  h o u r we c o r re c t  th e  v erd ict  
o f  th e  eye , which proclaim s th e  tre e  n e a r u s  to  b e  so 
vastly g r e a te r  than th ose in th o  d istan ce . H e a rin g  is 
often  a t  fau lt. T o u ch  and ta s te  req u ire  cu ltiv a tio n  a n d  
ad ju stm en t, to  fulfil th e ir  tru e r  uses.

W o  havo learned , a f te r  long schooling, th a t  th ough  
m an bo “ t h e  m easu re o f  th e  U n iverse,” y e t  th e  m easu re  
is liable to  m uch e r r o r ; w e have discovered  th a t th e  m ost  
pow erful forces in N a tu re  a re  th o  invisible, such as E le c 
tr ic ity — th a t  th e  lightnin g is  a  se e n  effect o f  un seen  
causes (W a lla c e )  ; th a t wo a r e  still, by  th e  aid o f  m o re  
and m ore com p lex in stru m en ts, d iscov erin g  elem en ts  o f  
alm ost inconceivable ra rity . W e  find th a t  th e  flea'h old s  
th e  m iddle place w ith re g a rd  to  such o f  th e  livin g c re a 
tion ns a re  a t  p reson t know n, a n d  th a t form s o f  life e x is t  
in num ber and m inuteness u t te r ly  d efying o u r  clu m sy  
senses to p erceive, o r  brain s to  im agine. I f  su ch  has 
been th e  unbroken testim on y o f th e  ag es , disclosing  
m ore and m ore ou r ig n oran ce o f  e x te rn a l e x is te n ce s , and  
inability to  recogn ise o r  form u late  th em , th e  con clu sion  
is rendily arriv ed  a t  th a t  th a t  m o st d e lica te  sp irit w hich  
w e call M ind m ust be beyond o u r  sensual r e a ch  ; th a t,  
conseq uently , its  existen ce, o u t of, as  i t  is in, th o  body, 
w ould be im perceptible, and th a t  on ly  th ro u g h  M a tte r  
could it m anifest its  pow ers h ere o r  h e re a fte r. T h o u g h t 
and A ffection havo no relation  to  th e  ato m s th e y  an im a te ; 
th e  sw eet Sym pathies th a t  m ould th e  form , th e  g la d  p e r
ception  o f  harm onious Sounds, o f  B e a u ty , th a t  m o st  
eth ereal o f  dream s, and y e t  so p o te n t in r e a lity — th e  
noble A sp iration  ; even d reary  D o u b t, D esp air, and “evil 
P assion s stan d  rem oved from  a ll id eas o f  d u st, betw een  
w hose s ta te  and th eirs  a  g re a t and a n  im passable g u lf  is  
fixed forev er. N o  effort c a n  lift us o u t o f  ou rselves. 
The sp irit re jec ts  a t  on ce  th e  vain  en d eavou r, an d  from  
its  v erd ict wo h av e1 no escap e. I t  is th e  sp ir it know s, 
and save those m anifestations o f  i t s e l f  w h ich  toe call 
thought a n d  fe e l in g , toe know nothing a n d  o f  nothing. 
Sen sation  is  th e  sp irit’s reco g n itio n  o f  re sista n ce  ; a ll  bur 
con cep tion s o f  m a tte r  a re  S p iritu al and id e a l ;  i ts  p ro 
p erties a re  on ly  a ttrib u te s  o f  sp irit, its  v e ry  ex isten ce  
oth erw ise un kn ow n . I f  C h a rity a n d  F a i th  in one an o th er, 
th e  love o f  T ru th , o f  B e a u ty , and o f  G oodn ess— i f  th ese  
belong to  M a tte r ,  M a tte r  m u st be sp irit, an d  im m o rta l 
to o  th e  unindividualised m ass seek m g  to  em b od y and  
to  exp ress  itself, “ sleeping in th e  Btone, d ream in g  in  th e
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anim al, w ak ing in th e  m an,” o u r  , nam es m islead us. 
S p irit and M a tte r  a re , th en , tw o sides o f  th e  sam e thing, 
w hich, in its h igher s ta te , rises above tim e and circu m 
stan ce , and triu m p h s in  th e  “ w reck  o f  M a tte r  and the  
crash  o f  w orlds !”  T h ird ly — T h ou gh  by th ese  and other  
th o u g h ts , m en have been led to  hopo th a t lifo was not 
lim ited to  E a r th , th e  R eligion s have beon ju stly  tau nted  
with th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  ex isten ce  th ey  pro II ere I  to  the  
world, and th e  un believer could shape no fu tu re  while he 
had no co n s ta n t tr u s t . T he im becile ch a ra c te r  o f  the  
popu lar C h ristian  H eav en , diabolical in th e  enrly, and 
m audlin in th e  la te r  cen tu ries, w as well calcu lated  to  
repel th e  s tro n g  o r cu ltiv ated  by its  absurd inanities, of 
w ings, w hite gow ns, and perp etu al psalm ody ; and it was 
n o t till th e  ad v en t o f  E m an u el Sw edenborg, th e  last of 
th e  C h u rch  F a th e r s , a n d  th e  first o f  th e  Sp iritu al Seers, 
con n ectin g  th e  w aves o f  P rim itive  C h ristian ity  and’ 
Sp iritu al R atio n alism , which a re  in all essen tials one, 
th a t a tru e  and a ccep tab le  glim pse o f  th e  F u tu r e  S ta te , 
sinco pop u larised  an d  exten d ed  by D avis, T u ttle , 
Ed m ond s, and o th ers, w as given to  m ankind. Sw eden
borg first ta u g h t th a t m an rises from  his body, w ith all 
his m em ory ,'ab ilities, organ s, v irtu es, vices, and indivi
duality  un ch an ged , he show ed th e  bath os and weaknoss 
o f  th e  p rev alen t co n cep tio n  o f  sp irits, as disembodied  
and inhum an ideas, w ith o u t affection  o r  reason, and dis
played th e  m arvels o f  th e  S p irit and th e  Sp iritu al world, 
which, th ou g h  im p ercep tib le  to  m aterial senses, a r e  as 
rea l to  th e ir  refin ed senses, as  th e  m aterial creation  is to  
us. M o d ern  S p iritu alism  has confirm ed, elab orated  and  
exten ded his teach in g s, an d  th rou gh  m ediums o f  every  
race  and creod, a  p ictu re  o f  th e  F u tu r e  L ifo  has been 
unfolded, ra tio n al in all p articu lars, satisfyin g scientific  
and m oral law , and fulfilling th e . highest asp iration s of 
th e  n o b lest o f  im agin ativ e m inds— analogical to  our 
E a rth  ex is te n ce , i t  y e t  rises above it . I t  is no life of 
in action , m elancholy, o r  insipid em ptiness, b u t is earn est, 
vigorous, jo yfu l, L ifefu l and M indful. I t  is tru ly  a  higher, 
p u re r  life, o f  a ll th a t  is  b est in hu m an ity , o f  In te lle c t,  
and scientific research , o f  A r t  and its  en ch an tm en ts, of 
G oodness, w hose a c tiv e  sp h ere  exten d s to  m any worlds of  
T ru th  and B e a u ty  w ith o u t end . N o r  a re  th ese  d ep art
m en ts o f  o u r  N a tu r e  singly satisfied, th ou g h  all th e  re s t  
conform s to  th em . S w eet social in terco u rse  with all th e  
loved, in stru ctio n  from  th e  w ise, assistan ce to  th e  w eak er ; 
and th e se , th ro u g h  fittin g  m eans, Tem ples, M useum s, 
T h eatres , and L ib ra rie s — calm  hab itation s, graceful 
garbs, now pow ers o f  th o u g h t, sense, and affection, new  
ta sk s , and n ew  d eligh ts, progression everlastin g o f  S p irit 
and of sp h ere to  h ig h er H eav en s ; th e  weak and wicked 
a re  stren g th en ed  and purified, becom ing a t  len gth , by  
stages o f  e xp erien ce , a s  th e ir  b e tte r  b reth ren , th e  wise 
a n d  good, w ho in  o th e r realm s a tta in  to  s ta te s  o f  B ein g , 
inconceivable to  e a r th ly  m inds. F o r  low est and for 
highest, th e re  is  hope, fo r  all is happiness— good and evil 
a r e  cond itions o f  ex is te n ce , p e rfe ct and fau lty , to  which  
th e  m ind a d ju sts  itself, an d  rise s  in obedience to  im m u
tab le  L a w . T h e  th orou g h  harm ony o f n atu re  is p ro 
longed an d  p e rfe cte d  in  th e  sph eres, o f  which e a rth  is 
th e  sem inary. T h e  g rad es o f  ex isten ce  a re  proportioned, 
and to  e a ch  a  p lace  is  a llo tted . H u m an ity  in all its  
g lo ry  lives and g ro w s fo rev er. N o  sullen  creed  is 
stam ped on  th is  dom ain ; as  th e  sun shines on th e  ju s t  
and th e  u n ju st, so in th e  S p irit-lan d  is  th ere  a  hom e for 
all. N o  V ica rio u s  A to n em en t, n o  H e ll  o f  W r a th , no  
B ite s , o r  D o ctrin e s , se t R easo n  a t  defiance. E a c h  m u st  
W ork o u t his ow n Salvation, an d  b ear th e  n a tu ra l con
sequences o f his deeds. I t  is n o bigot’s conclave, 
in n o ce n t M ir th  a n d  P le a su re  a re  i ts  co n stan t v isitan ts ; 
a ll is  h ealth fu l, n a tu ra l, and free . O f  all th ese  things  
R elig io n  is  u n aw are ; i t  h as  n o  revelation  th a t  can  stand  
th e  te s t  o f  in qu iry— its  H eav en , its  Soul, its  G od, are  
visionary, u n real, a n d  u n tru e . T h e  Sp irit-land originates  
in  acco rd an ce  w ith  Scien tific L a w , th e  p erp etu al refine
m en t o f  M a tte r , w hich th e  E a r th  and planets accom plish  
b y  E v o lu tio n , su b lim atin g  all gro ss  sub stances till_ th ey  
becam e sufficiently  rarefied , in  p la n t o r  anim al, to  rise  to  
th e ir  a tt ra c tio n  in  th e  seco n d  sph ere, as  a  bubble th ro u gh  
th e  d en ser w a t e r ;  still th e  p ro cess  con tin u es, and so 
th e y  p ass fu r th e r  u p w ard  a t  th e  fittin g  h o gr. L ife  th ere , 
a n d  com m u n ication  w ith  th is  w orld , a r e  cond ucted  by  
analogous m ean s, equ ally  ra tio n a l, b u t h e re  o f  necessity

om itted, y e t it is s tran ge th a t th ose who recognise the  
delicate em anation o f  th e  ro se  as  i t  soars to  its new  
abode, should deny to  th a t  m ore elab orate  laboratory, 
known as mnn, a  kindred sp irit, which should, in its 
dep artu re, le t fall the leaves, and show all bare th e  stem , 
whoso purposo, like th e  ro se ’s, is fulfilled.

F o u rth ly , Sw edenborg, who enu nciated  tho m odern  
th eory  o f  colors before G oethe, sta ted  tho fa c t  o f  the  
nebulous origin o f  tho solar system , before L ap lace, 
which m any o th e r seers have since m oro fully a ttested , 
and w ith no loss zeal th an  Spencer, D arw in, o r W allace , 
have investigated and approved o f  th e  g re a t th eo ry  o f  
developm ent now all pow erful.

B u t  a re  w e to  consid er tho progress o f  M a tte r  as so 
m uch m ore p e rfe ct th an  th a t o f  M ind. Is  i t  n o t m ore  
harm onious to  tho sp irit o f th a t th eory  to  seo M ind also 
crow ned w ith trium ph in its end. M ind w ithout In d i
viduality is nothing ; i t  is M a tte r  w ith ou t atom s. To  
say th a t M ind in th o  a g g re g a te  will advance is saying  
th a t i t  is o f  th e  V egetabio K ingdom  m oroly, nnd retains  
its  law s in a  B ein g  u tte rly  rem oved therofrom . The  
vegotativo functions o f  m an belong only, to  his purely  
physical econom y, above th a t  risos tho anim al and then  
th e  hum an. A ctiv ity , Consciousness, a M oral Sense, and 
V olition— th eso  m ust b ear som e fru it  in his F u tu re . 
D issim ilar facto rs  can n o t p ro d u ce  sim ilar resu lts , and 
th a t tho gen eric  Im m o rtality  o f  M a tte r , should becom e  
Individ ual Im m o rtality  in M ind, is su rely  a  reasonable  
philosophical conclusion. W e  have seen th a t, g ran tin g  
an Im m ortal Prin ciple in m an, all evidence goes to  prove  
th a t i t  would be im perceptible, known only by certain  
m anifestations ; o f tho existen ce  o f som e such conscious  
P o w er within us, all a r e  assured, and wo provod th a t no  
con n ection  w ith its  sonsations, whoso supposod ob ject we 
ca ll M a tte r , could conceivably e x i s t ; w e found th a t  a  
fitting ap ex  to  tho Sp iritu al E volu tion , which is concom i
ta n t  w ith tho M aterial, w ould be found in Individual (th o  
on ly  rea l M in d) Im m o rta li ty ; w e found th a t an  analo
gical and ration al explanation o f  a F u tu r e  S ta te , and it» 
relatio n  to  th o  p resen t, was offered us by th is sam e  
P o w er (from  som e so u rce  n ecessarily , and avowedly from  
such a  disombodied ag en cy ) ; th a t  th e  conditions o f  such  
a  s ta te  a re  provided here, and th a t  th e y  an sw er to  th e  
h igh est conceptions o f  M oral L a w  which Scien ce has y e t  
attain ed  ; and finally th a t  a  belief in su ch  a  ch aracteris
t ic  has beon universal in all tim es and p laces. N o r  do  
th ose b rief epitom es rep resen t all th e  stren g th  o f  Sp ecu
lative Spiritualism , which assu red ly is so clo sely  akin to  
T ru th  th a t we m igh t a ccep t i t  w ithout fear. T h ere are  
h ere hidden so m any sub tle principles, and so m uch  
in tu itiv e certa in ty , th a t  th e  p u rely  prob lem atic question  
m ay be considered as m uch m ore th an  solved. T h e  p ro 
babilities roach such a  height, th e y  alm ost overshadow  
th e  positive p ro o f o f Scien ce, th a t sustains and creates  
th em , and if M odern Spiritualism  often  fo rg ets  this 
voice o f  N a tu re  speaking to  th e  Soul, i t  is because th e  
su p erflu ity  o f  F a c t  uisdains its  F a t h e r  P rin cip les. T h a t  
In tercom m u n icatio n  m u st o f  n ecessity  follow on th e  
heels o f  Im m o rta lity  m u st be to o  p a te n t to  need discu s
sion. I n  th e  m yth ical and false H eav en  o f jfceligion, 
w h ere th e  Soul was deprived o f  all its  good and g reat
ness, and doom ed to  an  im p erfect, subsidiary, and lim ited  
existen ce , su ch  an  inhum an con cep tion  m ight well lu rk . 
B u t  th ose who see in N a tu re  a  foreshadow ing o f  all the  
F u tu re , and w hose m inds receive th e  noble discipline o f  
S cien ce, ca n n o t b u t c a s t  aside th e  em pirical gen eralisa
tion , which divided th e  Seen in to  fixed and sta tio n ary  
divisions, o f V eg etab le , A nim al, an d  H u m an , as  rigidly  
and reck lessly  as  th e  U n seen  w as banished from  T h o u g h t, 
Sense, o r  R eason . N a tu re  is  a  p e rfe ct whole, o f  w hich  
Seen and U n seen  a re  b u t p a r ts , and all h er s tag es  over
lap ; a ll h e r  pow ers a r e  conn ected , un itised , a n a  vivified 
by O n e L ife . T hose who re ta in , beyond th o  G rav e , th e  
Sym pathies th a t m ade th em  w h at th e y  w ere to  u s , could  
n ev er be co n te n t to  s tan d  aside, an d  see th e ir  old  
fam iliars grop ing dim ly in  th e  darkn ess. E a r th  is  th e  
base o f  H eav en , and rises in to  i t  w ith o u t a  m ark ed  
division ; th e re  a re  h e re  as  m an y g ra d e s  as  in th e  h igher  
land, th a t ro lls  a ll rou n d  ab o u t i t  like a  sea. G oodness  
a n d  T ru th  know  n o th in g  o f  T im e o r  S p ace, and where  
th e y  a r e  is  H eav en , a n d  its  L ig h t— beyond th em  only  
W eak n ess, E r r o r ,  H e ll. T h ere  is  no lim it to  th e  S o u l,
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its  Pow ers, o r its D esires, and th is th e  g re a te s t, often  
noblest, m u st be fed. t

T h ere is y e t an o th er th ought th a t com es to  ch e e r  us, 
and to  favour ou r bright hopes, draw n from  o u r  T reasu re  
H ouse, ou r M other, N atu re , prop h etic and inspiring.

W e  speak o f  P rogress, and m ark how, th ro u gh  the  
seem ingly disastrous ru le  ol fire, volcan ic w rath , and 
glaciers’ stren gth , th e  E a r th  has r i s e n ; we see  in all her  
children, M ineral, V egetable, o r  A n im al, th is  progress  
working, and through s tra n g e s t m eans, th e  sam e is tru e  
o f M an . W a r , P estilen ce , and T em p est scourge  
H um an ity , b u t only to  in cite  it to  its  p a tn , which ends 
w h ere all th e  evil o f  N a tu re  ends, in good— for an 
advance to  G ood is P ro g ress . Seeing this, th a t even the  
sparrow ’s fall prom otes som e use, we alm ost read  a  
Pu rp ose, and have F a ith , wo shall not be forgotten  in 
th e  tom b.

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  

T H O U G H T  A S S O C IA T IO N .

M b . D rew 's  reply to M r. J a s .  Sm ith 's lectu re , given 
on  th e  4 th  J u n e , a ttra c te d  a large a tten d an ce . The  
principal p o rtion  o f  it was devoted to  th e  political 
asp ect, which we ra th er d ep recate  as  calculated  to  arouse  
p arty  feeling and d ivert th e  m inds o f th e  m em bers from  
th e  prim ary ob jects o f  th e  A ssociation . A p art from  this 
fau lt, th e  gen eral ten den cy o f  M r. D rew ’s  discourse was 
to  show th a t  th e  people o f  this colony had progressed  
politically, religiously, and socially.

M r. C arre 's  le c tu re  on th e  B ib le  was from  a C hristian  
standpoint. H e  argu ed  for th e  n ecessity  o f  th e  Book as  
a m oral and religious ag en t, and predicted sad con se
quences w ere i t  destroyed.

T he le c tu re  delivered by M r. A lfred  M iller on Sunday, 
J u n e  2 5 th , entitled  “ O u r  tim es in relatio n  to  th e  p ast 
and fu tu re ,” w as a  highly in terestin g  one. H isto ry  he 
likened to  a  g re a t pan oram a unrolled from  th e  futu re, 
passing before us a t  the p resen t, on to  th e  roll o f  the 
p ast, whero for th e  tim e it  was forg otten , till some 
stu d en ts, looking ovei th e  vast roll, picked o u t the  
strik in g  p ictu res o f  th e  various epochs, and so m ade  
h istory .

T he an cien ts in a ll tim e seem  to  have cherished  
a n  idea o f  G od, o r  an  invisible pow er exp ressin g  itse lf  in 
n atu re . T o  m od em  S p iritu alists th e  a ir  was full of 
spirits. T he n otion  o f  a  deity was gen erally  associated  
w ith fear.

I n  referen ce  to  w ar in b o th  a n cien t and m odern tim es  
religious contention was as a  ru le  th e  origin  o f  i t  The  
p resen t asp ect o f  things indicated th e  app roach in g m il- 
ennium  ol th e  day o f  th ought. The le c tu re r  dep recated  

th e  idea th a t th e  an cien ts excelled  th e  m oderns e ith er in 
arts , sciences, m an u factu res o r  philosophy, th e  an cien ts  
w rote philosophy— we im proved and a c te d  upon it

D em ocracy  and conservatism  w ere e v er s tru gg lin g  
a g a m st each  o th e r  b u t th e  form er was progressing, 
th ou g h  th e  ra tio  o f  its  p rog ress was retard ed  by the  
freq u en t desertions from  its cam p. C on servatism , being 
u p p erm o st,,calied  o u t from  its  em inen ce, “ l a m  K in g  of 
th e  C astle , A c.. and dem ocracy , incensed, rushed to  try  
and tak e  its  p lace  T he form ation o f  com panies, for the  
accom p lishm ent o f every  conceivable ob ject, w as a  good  
sign. C o -o p eratio n  tended to  an  im proved social condi
tio n . T h e  scie n tist w ith his m icroscop e, search in g  for 
th e  origin  of life, by th e  aid  o f  im proved in stru m en ts, 
only found a  n ew  vesicle within th e  fast d iscov ered ; and  
so i t  was in t h o u g h t - t h e  germ s o f  th o u g h t and m atter  
w ere th e  sam e. T h e  lectu rer^allu ded to  th e  decadence  

l i te r a tu r e ; -P a le v ’s  “ E v id e n c e s ” and 
B u tters A n alogy  h ad survived all o th e r  theological 
works, b u t th ese even w ere g e ttin g  ob solete . The  
religious lite ra tu re  o f  th e  day appeals to  th e  sentiments®  
the churches do n o t  app eal to  th e  reaso n  an d  senses

f t t i ^ t h f t T  L t  6 y  W °  n 0 t  wherew ith  To

W ith the rise of th e  p rin tin g  press, o ra to ry  had  
d e c lin e d ; m en  cou ld  diffuse th e ir  Ideas m o re  larg ely

I  BPee?h, hence the incentive 
t o  tire  cultivation of the a rt was lessened. Fiction and 
poetry were channels of truth, and, when rightly read,

w ere in stru ctive  and elev atin g . T h e  p rin te r  has su p er
seded th e  p riest. I n  o u r  p ra ctica l ev ery d ay  life, m ate
rialism  was tak in g  th e  p lace  o f  th e  s p ir itu a l ; w e lived  in 
th e  p re se n t, and w ith re fe re n ce  on ly  t o  th is  life. 
Scep ticism  in religion was a lm o st un iversal, n o t only  
am on g th e  m asses, b u t in  th e  ch u rch es  and even th e  
pu lpits, b u t in  th e  la t te r  i t  w as n o t avow ed. P eo p le  had  
been looking for light, b u t w ere  disap pointed a t  n o t  
b ein g  able to  find i t  in a n y  re v ealed  relig ion . T he  
S p iritu alist professed to  p resen t tan g ib le  and palpable  
g h o s ts ?  T h e  im age o f  th e  steam  engine, th e  p rin tin g

Cress, m u st have been in th e  m inds o f  th e  in ven tors  
efo re  th ey  w ere c o n s tru c te d ; th e  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  

a r tis t  tak es form  in his mind before i t  is exp ressed  on  th e  
canvas.

A  p ractical religion was w an ted  by th e  w orld . The  
le c tu re r  briefly alluded to  p olitics as  ten d in g  to  m ate
rialism , and conclu ded his e lo q u en t ad d ress w ith a  
p eroratio n  on th e  im m o rtality  c f  ideas. T h e  le c tu re  
occupied th e  whole evening., Su nd ay n e x t, J u l y  2nd , 
being reserved fo r  its  discussion.

O n th e  9 th  in st., M r. W .  H . T e rry  will le c tu re  on 
“ T he M oral T each in gs o f  S p iritu alism .”

T H E  M E A N I N G  O F  T H E  S P I R I T  H A N D .
B y  E pe s  S argent.

A m ong th e  e a rlie s t phenom ena o f  m odern  Spiritu alism  
was th a t o f  th e  sp irit han d. I  have re p eated ly  seen and  
felt i t  under conditions which left no v estig e  o f  d o u b t 
in m y mind as to  th e  f a c t ; and I  have co n v ersed  with 
m any in vestig ators, whose op p ortu n ities fo r  te s tin g  th e  
m auifestation have been su p erio r to  m y ow n.

I  was conversin g on  th e  su b ject th e  o th e r  d ay  w ith D r. 
I I .  F .  G ard n er, on e o f  th e  e a rlie s t o f  o u r  A m erican  
stu d en ts  in Spiritualism , and he to ld  m e th a t  on  one  
occasion , w hen D . D . H o m e w as th e  m ediu m , a  sp irit 
hand becam e m aterialized  o u t o f  a  lu m inous v ap o u r in 
broad daylight. “ I  grasp ed  it ,” said D r . G ard n er, 
“ an d  held on  to  it, w hile I  exam in ed  i t  carefu lly . I  
found it  in ev ery  re sp e ct like a  p e rfe c t hu m an hand. 
Then I  willed m en tally  th a t  i t  should becom e w arm , and  
afterw ard s cold, and th e n  m elt aw ay and d isap p ear while 
I  w as holding it , a n d  a ll this it d i d ! "

E a rly  in Ja n u a ry , 1 8 7 6 , I  a tten d ed  a  s ittin g  a t  th e  
B a n n er  o f  L ig h t  office, B o sto n , a t  w hich M rs. M a ry  M  
H a rd y  sa t for th e  m oulding o f  sp ir it hands. I  s a t  on  
th e  platform  w ithin th re e  fe e t o f  h er, and w ith n o one  
betw een us. A  pail o f  h o t w ater, w ith a  th in  la y e r  o f  
m elted paraffine floating on to p  o f  it , w as b ro u g h t on  to  
th e  platform . B e fo re  M rs. H a rd y  w as a  sm all pine  
tab le, form ed o f  a  sim ple plank, w ith fo u r slen d er posts  
for legB. O v er th is  plank a  clo th , re a ch in g  to  th o  floor 
was th row n b y tw o gen tlem en  well kn ow n to  m e, and  
selected  by th e  critical sp ecta to rs  to  su p erin ten d  th e  
p rocess ; a n d  th en  th e  pail w as p laced  in th e  l i t t le  d ark  
cham ber form ed b y th e  clo th  u n d er th e  tab le .

"  O , i t  is all v e i r  sim ple,”  th e  eag er, s ce p tic  w ill s a y :  
th e  m edium  had h e r  fe e t f r e e ; she h ad a n  artificial 

hand concealed , and th is  sh e  w orked w ith h e r  fo o t so 
as to  m ake i t  form  a  g love in  th e  paraffine ”

T he ab su rd ity  o f  su ch  a  solu tion  can  on ly  be realised  
b y one who s a t  w h ere I  did, and w atch ed , as  I  did, th e  
whole e x te rn a l p erform an ce . I n  tw o  o r  th r e e  m inutes  
th e re  w as a  rap  from  som e invisible f o rc e  on  th e  tab le , 
th e  clo th  w as th row n up , and on  th e  floor, visible to  all, 
lay  tw o d elicate  gloves o f  paraffine, lig h t as  g o ssam er, 
p erfect m  ev ery  p a r t , an d  in d icatin g  b y th e  b en d o f  th e

h u m ™ ’ flo hi ehP a T  f t  ihe Wrist a tta ch ed. th a t  fo r  a  hum an fleshly h an d to  have e x tr ic a te d  itse lf  fro m  th e
glove, leaving i t  m  th a t  form , w ould have b een  difficult, 
if  n o t im p racticab le . w

,in 8IonC0 v hn t - e i ibition a  cond iti° n  has b een  add ed, 
P  f t  ln f t  PT686“ 0 6  o f  D r - H . F .  G a rd n e r, M r .  

m o u i d i n f t o f V “ 11 - f t r  “ ^ « t 'g a to r s ,  th e  f a c t  o f  th e
Toftht w l  f t  !S ‘ n t  hani , ha?  been P ^ c e d  beyond a  
doubt. M rs  H a rd y  w as still th e  m ediu m . A  b o x  h ad

f t «  . ¡ 5  Ured’ c ltb  WOoden b o tto m , co v e r , a n d  p o s ts ;
d  ™  6re-° f  “  8^ g  w ire>kn ow n M  a  th re e -e ig h th s  

“ ® f t  , T f t  " * r e  c a 7 16d aro u n d  th e  b o x  w as in  a  rin g le  
p iece , th e  tw o ends com in g to g e th e r  on  o n e  o f  th e  
c o rn e r  p o sts , and a t  th e  p o in t o f  c o n ta c t  b e in g  covered
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with a  s trip  o f  w ood firm ly nailed to  th e  post. The  
co v e r  o f  the b o x  w as m ade in tw o p a rts , opening from  
th e  c e n tre  o u tw ard  ; one o f  th ese  covers w as arran ged  
to  be secu red  w ith tw o b olts, and th e  o th e r  fastened  
w ith a le v e r lock . T he b o x , co n stru cted  u n d er th e  
d irectio n s o f  D r. G ard n er, and in th e  in terests  o f  those  
d esirin g a  th orou g h  te s t, was 3 0  in ch es long, 3 0  deep, 
and 2 4  wide.

N o  tab le  w as used a t  th e  tria l s ittin g s  f th e  condition  
o f  d ark n ess being obtained by sim ply throw ing a  black 
clo th  o v er th e  b o x , inside o f  which th e  pail containing  
th e  m elted  paraffine w as placed . A t  th e  in itiatory  
seance a  hand w as m oulded, b u t when th e  box was 
opened th e  g love w as found floating in th e  pail on the  
h o t paraffine, and n early  m elted ; althou gh one finger 
which h ad fallen  o u tsid e th e  pail w as secu red , and a  cast  
o f  i t  tak en . À  second sean ce  was m ore successful ; and 
a t  a  th ird  a  w ell-defined paraffine g love o f  a  fem inine  
hand w as foun d beside th e  pail when th e  box was 
unlocked.

I  see  from  M r. E e im e rs ’s com m u nications to  th e  
S p iritu a list  th a t  th e  sp ir it hand has been m oulded in 
E n g lan d  u n d er te s t  cond itions alm ost equal to  those  
ad o p ted  a t  th e  sean ces  o f  M rs . H ard y . I f  anything  
w ere  need ed to  add fo rce  to  th ese  tes ts , i t  will be found 
in th e  follow in g le t te r  from  an  in telligen t scu lp tor, 
giving his opinion o f  certain  c a s ts  re ce n tly  ta k e n  in 
W ash in gton  from  th e  paraffine gloves m ade by spirit 

a c tio n  a t  M rs . H a r d y ’B re ce n t sean ces in th a t  c ity  :—

To w hom  i t  m ay  co n cern  :

Washington, D. C., J an. 30t h , 1876.
This is, on special request, to certify that I  am a modeller and 

sculptor of twenty-five years’ experience, several of which years 
I  Bpcnt in Ita ly  in  the study of the great masters of painting and 
sculpture ; th at I  am a t present a resident of Washington, 
having my studio a t 3 -1 5  Pennsylvania-avenue, and that on the 
evening of January 4th inst., I  was asked by a friend to repair to 
the residence of a private citizen. 1 0 1 6  I  street, N . W., Washing
ton, to examine some gypsum casts of hands and give my judg
ment thereof ; that I  was there shown by a  gentleman who was 
presented to me as Mr, John Hardy, of Boston, Mass., seven casts 
of as many different sizes of hands, which I  inspected under a 
strong light, and with the aid of a microscope ; that I  found each 
of these a wonderful production, correctly modelled according to 
anatomical laws, and wrought with such minutim as to the linea
ments of the cuticle, etc., as I  have never before seen in models of 
hands, or any part of the human body, except when the same are 
made by the actual application of gypsum or wax to the naked 
hand, or other part, in  several separate pieces, which when united 
form a “ piece-mould," in which the casts are taken ; that these 
casts in questions bore no evidence of having been made in 
“ piece-moulds,” (or "w aste-moulds," as called in my art), but 
seemed to have been cast in solid moulds. That among these 
casts was one which I  was informed is reputed to be th a t of the 
right hand of the late Vice-President, Henry Wilson, and made 
since his decease, and which appeared to me to be singularly like 
his hand in  shape and size, I  having viewed his hand a few hours 
after his death, when taking the only mask of his face which was 
made, and purposing to take a  mould of the hand, which I  was 
prevented from doing only by the anxiety of the awaiting 
surgeons to  perform their p o st-m ortem  examination.
-, I  willingly add, as requested, that the above-mentioned cast 
o f Mr. Wilson's hand would, if  made by our 11 modelling tools,’’ 
do great honour, in my opinion, to the most accomplished artist 
who ever lived ; th at being specially interrogated upon this 
point, I  fearlessly give it  as my judgment th at not more than one 
in  a hundred reputable sculptors could model such a hand, in  .all 
its  details, and th a t i t  would be hazardous for that one to try ; but 
there is  no method known to  my art in which these casts, in the 
condition in which they were, as presented to me, could be made, 
except in piece-moulds, as to  general configuration, and then sub- 
jected to elaborate carving to hide the seams and other evidences 
o f the manner of their production—a great work in itself, when I 
consider th e microscopic inspection which the casts withstood ; 
th at the creation of one of these casts 'would ( if  possible to be 
effected by any one sculptor, without the aid of a most talented

engraver) require several days’ tim e; that I  was shown on the 
same evening at the same place with the casta, two gloves, or 
moulds of hands, made of paraffine, in the like of which I  was 
told the casts were tak en ; that I  carefully inspected these 
paraffine moulds, and found that they were without scams in any 
part, and must have been made in some way whole, over some 
model, like a perfect human hand, for instance, which model 
might be dipped several times into some semi-liquid adherent 
substance, like the paraffine, and then withdrawn, leaving the 
glove entire *; but such was the 6hape of the gloves and moulds 
(as well as that of the casts), with curved fingers, wrists some 
inches smaller than the size of the hand a t the centre, or over the 
phalanyeometa carpal joints, 4 c ., that I  deemed it impossible to 
withdraw the gloves whole, and of even thickness throughout, and 
was therefore left without any satisfactory theory of the method 
of their production.

I  am also requested to state that I  am not a Spiritualist, have 
never attended a seance, or conversed with a "medium," so-called, 
to my knowledge, and know nothing of the philosophy of 
“ Modern Spiritualism," except what is generally imputed to it as 
regarding the immortality of the soul, and the possibility of the 
spirits of the dead returning ; the former of which is a matter 
of faith with me, but of the latter of which I  have no evidence 
sufficient to entitle me to an opinion thereon p ro  or contra.

J ohn O’B b ie n , Sculptor.”

I f  facts  like th ese, coupled w ith th e  testim on y o f  the  
thousands who have felt, seen, and grasp ed  th e  sp irit 
hand, do n o t a t t r a c t  th e  a tten tio n  o f  ou r professed  
physicists, th en  i t  m u st be because th ey  a r e  pledged  
m ore to  Sadduceeism  th an  to  science. T he p ro o f o f  the  
sp irit hand involves th a t  o f  th e  g re a t fa c t  o i th e  m ate
rialisation  o f  th e  en tire  hum an form , w ith its  ap p ro p riate  
cloth in g. I f  o u t o f  th e  cosm ic ato m s, forces, o r  w hat
ever you chooBe so ca ll th em , surrounding us, a  sp irit 
can m ould and p ro ject th e  facsim ile o f a  hum an hand, 
p e rfe ct in every  re sp e ct to  th e  ex tern al senses, th en  why 
m ay i t  n o t m aterialize  a  w hole body, to g eth er w ith such  
d rap ery  as  i t  m ay choose ?  T h e  lesser fa c t  iB th e  one  
step  which m akes easy  and credible th e  la rg e r  fa ct . The  
m aterialized  hand, gu ided by in telligence, is an  indica
tion  th a t  i t  belongs to  a  p o ten tial body, sub stantial 
th ough invisible, and having pow er to  tak e  on  a t  will 
different form s and degrees o f  m atter , from  th a t degree  
w hich th e  sensitive p late  o f  th e  ph otograp h er can catch , 
to  th a t  w h ere th e  form  becom es visible to  th e  norm al 
sig h t o f  several sp ectato rs.

Though th is  sp irit hand be b u t th e  A  B  C  o f  th e  
w ondernil scien ce o f Spiritualism , i t  is th e  key to  i t  all 
j u s t  as  th e  alp hab et is th e  key to  all record ed lite ra tu re  
and scien ce. I n  proving th e  sp irit hand w e prove th a t  
i t  is  n o t w ith shadows th a t S p iritu alists nave been  
dealing, b u t w ith solid facts, w ith e tern al verities th a t  
p oin t to  a  tru th  th e  m ost in terestin g  th a t could fix th e  
a tte n tio n  o f  a  hum an being ; a tru th  w hich m u st u lti
m ately  revolu tionise ou r notions o f  th e  n atu re  o f  m atter  
and its re latio n s to  m ind , and which, in m aking th e  
im m o rtality  o f  m an a  scientific convictiom  m u st fo rce  us 
to  o rien t ourselves anew  in  re sp e ct t #  all th e  g re a t  
qu estions, m oral, religious, social, and physiological, 
th a t  have ag ita ted  th e  hum an m ind. F o r , say  w h at wo 
will, o u r  civilization is grossly  Sadduceau, and th e  C hris
tian  religion is fa r  from  being like th e  religion  o f  
C h rist.

I n  th e  new -found freedom  to  which Spiritualism  in tro 
d u ces m en , m an y o f  th em  m ay go off in to  extravagan ces  
and abuses. Sp irits in th e  flesh and spirits o u t o f  th e  
flesh m ay continu e to  w ork evil as th e y  alw ays have  
d o n e ; but evil u n d er P rov id en ce m ay be o n e  o f  th e  
m eans and conditions o f  good. G o d  re ig n s, a n d  on ly  so 
m uch evil is adm itted  as could n o t be avoided w ithout 
th e  sacrifice o f  m ore th a n  equ ivalen t good. E v il, in it»  
last analysis, as  all th e  g re a t seers  have to ld  us, is but 
privation and im perfection . W ith o u t th e  lim itation and  
th e  sp u r o f  evil th e re  cou ld  be n o individuality, no free 
dom , no high p ersisten t effort, n o  satisfactio n  o f  r ig h t  
th ink in g and r ig h t a ctin g . A s  lo n g  as  hu m an blessed
ness lies in activ ity , as  lo n g  as  n o  good a tta in m e n t by 
m an can  be effortless, th e re  m u st be evils to  tran sm u to  
and ob stacles to  overcom e.
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S p iritjn lism  show s us th at th ere  is n o t a n  exem ption  
from  th is law  in the n e x t stage _pf being ; for betw een  
th a t and th is no unbridged hiatus exists. E v il is found  
th e re  as here , since m an is th ere  as h ere  a  progressive  
being. H ap p y those who have m ade th e  discipline of  
th is  life a  stepping-stone to  som ething h igher and b etter  
in  th at life beyond th e  p resen t, to  which th e  index finger 
o f  th e  sp irit hand is p o in tin g ! L e t  us n o t bo a t  all 
daunted by tho evils and p erplexities, which seem  to  
bo as  incidental to  Spiritualism  as to  m ortal life in 
gen eral.

B o sto n , M arch  10 th , 1 8 7 0 .

T H E  C I R C L E  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I S T S ’ R E G IS T E R .

p l a c e d  u p o n  m y  h e a d .  A t  a n o t h e r  s i t t i n g ,  w e  b e i n g  a l l  i n  t h e  

s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  b e f o r e ,  a  m u s i c a l  b o x ,  w h i c h  w a s  p l a y i n g  o n  t h e  

t a b l e ,  w a s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  w a f t e d  t o  a n d  f r o ,  a s  w e  c o u l d  

t e l l  d i s t i n c t l y  b y  t h e  s o u n d .  P r e s e n t l y  t h e  b o x  w a s  p l a c e d  f o r  a  

m o m o n t  o n  m y  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r ,  n e x t  t o  W i l l i a m s ,  w h i l e  I  s t i l l  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  h o l d  h i m  f a s t .  A n o t h e r  t i m e  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  

b r o u g h t ,  a m i  p l a c e d  u p o n  o u r  t a b l e  o r  i n  o u r  h a n d s ,  s u c h  a s  a  

m a t c h - b o x ,  w h i c h  w a s  a l s o  o p e n e d ,  a  c l o t h e s - b r u s h  a u d  a  

t r a v e l l i n g - s t r a p .

W h e n  W i l l i a m s  w a s  p l a c e d  b o u n d  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  o r  r a t h e r  

b e h i n d  m y  p l a i d ,  w h i c h  w a s  s u s p e n d e d  l i k e  a  c u r t a i n ,  t h e  

p h e n o m e n a  w e r e  m o r e  p o w e r f u l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  t w o  l a s t  ¡cancel. 
A s  w e  s a t  a t  t h e  t a b l e  w e  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  P e t e r  a n d  o f  J o h n

T h e  re tu rn s  for th e  above reg ister a re  com ing slowly 
to  hand. T h e  p ro m o ter's  d isin terested  appeal- should  
havte m et w ith a m ore g en eral and h earty  re sp o n se ; the  
w ork is, neverth eless, being done, though slowly. 
A m o n g st th o  last m onth’s responses is one which the  
corresp o n d en t gives us lib erty  to m ako w h at uso w e like 
o f ;  we th erefore publish it as  likely to  be o f  in te re st to  
ou r read ers.

“ O u r family circle  con sists o f  m yself, wife, and four  
children, one boy aged 12 , and th ree  girls  aged resp ec
tively  1 0 ,  8 ,  and 7  years. W o  had th e  u h u u I  table  
m anifestations and w ritin g  w ith p lan ch ette  for about 
tw o y ears  ; then th e  children saw show ers o f  llow ers aud  
in fan t spirits, w e ourselves seeing noth in g b u t an  o c c a 
sional l i g h t ; n e x t th ey  began to  d escrib e scones in 
people’s (v isito r’s )  lives, o ccu rrin g  bofore th oy  (th o  
children) w ere born ; n e x t  occu rred  th e  lev itatio n  of 
flowers gath ered  from  th o  m ou n tain , risin g  from  tho  
tab le , w hirling ab o u t th e  room , and falling into tho  
ch ild ren ’s laps ; b u t tho m ost w onderful o f  all has been 
th e  teach in g  o f  th e  children (b y  th e  sp irits) to  danco so 
beau tifully th a t  people cam e for m iles to  see  thorn. T he  
spirits firs t p laced  them  u n d er co n tro l, m akin g th oir  
lim bs qu ite rigid. O u r old est g irl, S arah  M arion , seems 
to  be a cla irvoy an t m edium , as  she can  te ll peoplo’s 
th o u g h ts  w hen th e y  are  m iles aw ay, and wo reneated ly  
h e a r all o f  th em  conversin g w ith tho sp irits. T h ey  toll 
u s  th e y  can see th e  sp irits  as  plain as  th e y  do us.—  
Y o u r s , & c.,

“ T H O M A S  W A L L A C E , B u a n g o r .” 

Thoso who have n o t received  answ ers to  th e ir  le tte rs  
will p lease u n d erstan d  th a t  th e re  is as  y e t  no in form a
tion  to  h an d fo r  them .

D R . A . B U T L E R O F ’S  E X P E R I E N C E S .

T h e  “ S p iritu alist” o f  M a rch  1 7 th , co n tain s  a  tran sla
tio n  from  “ P sy ch ic  S tu d ies ,"  o f  som e exp erien ces o f  
P ro fe sso r B u tle ro f  and M . A k sak of, w ith th o  medium  
W illiam s. T h eir first exp erien ces  a t  th o  public seances  
w ere  v e ry  u n satisfacto ry , and th e y  cam e from  th em  w ith  
th e  w o rst im pressions, th ink in g th e y  had been m ade th e  
sp o rt o f  th e  m edium  and h is con fed erates. W ith  th e  
view  o f  th orou g ly  satisfyin g  th em selv es, th e y  in vited  
M r. W illiam s to  th e ir  hotel, and a  series o f  five sittings  
h eld  th e re , th o ro u g h ly  convinced th em  o f  th e  genuineness  
o f  M r . W illiam s’s m edium ship. M . B u tle ro f  co n g ra tu 
la te s  h im self o n  having tak en  th is  s te p , and points o u t  
how  n a tu ra lly  o rd in ary  scientific scep tics  fall in to  grave  
e rro rs  b y  fo rm in g  th e ir  opinion on  firs t im pressions o r  
insufficient observation s. A f te r  d escrib in g  th e  room  
(a n  o rd in ary  h o te l a p a rtm e n t w ith o u t cup b oard  o r  
w ard ro b e), M . B u tle ro f  s a y s :—

“  I  w i l l  n o t  d e s c r i b e  e v e r y  seance  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  w i l l  r e l a t e  o n l y  

t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  W h i l e  w e  s a t  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  

h o l d i n g  W i l l i a m s  f a s t ,  v a r i o u s  o b j e c t s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  u s  f r o m  

a  o h e s t  o f  d r a w e r s  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  b e h i n d  W i l l i a m s ,  a t  

a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  f o u r  f e e t ,  W i l l i a m s  r e m a i n i n g  m e a n w h i l ^  

i m m o v a b l e .  E v e n  i f  h e  h a d  h a d  h i s  h a n d s  f r e e ,  t h e  o b j e c t s  w o u l d  

h a v e  b e e n  b e y o n d  h i s  r o a c h .  A t  t h o  f i r s t  s i t t i n g  M .  A k s a k o f  a n d  

m y s e l f  w e r o  b o t h  t o u c h e d  o n  t h e  f a c e  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  s o f t .  T h i s  

a s  w e  a f t e r w a r d s  l e a r n e d ,  w a s  M .  A k s a k o f  s  s i l k  s c a r f ,  w h i c h  w a s  

l y i n g  i n  h i s  h a t  o n  t h e  d r a w e r s ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  u a  w i t h  

t h e  h a t .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  h a t  i t s e l f  w a s  c r u s h e d  d o  w n  

o n  M .  A k s a k o f  s  h e a d ,  a n d  t h e n ,  a t  m y  e x p r e s s e d  w i s h ,  a l s o

K i n g .  T h i s  l a t t e r  p e r s o n a g e  i s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  a p p a r i t i o n  a t  

W i l l i a m s ' s  c i r c l e s ,  a m i  m a n i f e s t s  b o t h  a u d i b l y  a n d  v i s i b l y -  

P e t e r ' s  v o i c e  i s  q u i t e ' d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  K i n g ,  w h o  s p e a k s  i n  a  

d e e p  b a s s  a n d  v e r y  q u i c k l y .  T h e s e  v o i c e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  w e  

s h o u l d  h a v e  a  c a b i n e t  seance. W e  l i g h t e d  a  c a n d l e  f o r  a  f e w  

m i n u t e s ,  w h i l e  W i l l i a m s  p l a c e d  h i m s e l f  b e h i n d  t h e  c u r t a i n .  W c  

h a d  f o r m e r l y  b o u n d  h i s  h a n d s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t a p e ,  w h i c h  w a s  

p a s s e d  r o u n d  h i s  n e c k ,  a n d  f a s t e n e d  t o  n a i l s  w h i c h  w e  h a d  

d r i v e n  i n  t h e  w a l l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  I n  t h e s e  l o s t  s i t t i n g s  o u r  

p r e c a u t i o n s  w e r e  t a k e n  e v e n  m o r e  s e c u r e l y  ;  w e  s c r e w e d  a n  i r o n  

s t a p l e  i n t o  t h e  w a l l ;  a  l o n g  t a p e  w a s  f a s t e n e d  r o u n d  t h e  m e d i u m 's  

n e c k ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  w a s  p a s s e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  r o u n d  t h e  w r i s t s  

w h i c h  w e r e  d r a w n  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s e c u r e l y  t i e d .  T h o  l o n g  e n d s  o f  

b o t h  t a p e s  w e r e  t h e n  t h r e a d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  i r o n  s t a p l e ,  a n d  

d r a w n  a c r o s s  t o  o u r  t a b l e ,  w h e r e  I  h e l d  t h e m  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s i t t i n g  w i t h  m y  l e f t  h a n d .  A f t e r  e a c h  s i t t i n g  t h e  t a p e s  w e r e  

f o u n d  i n t a c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  l e n g t h  ; t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h e  t h r e e  

b a n d s  r o u n d  t h e  w r i s t s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  f l a t  a n d  c l e a n ,  a u d  I  

w a s  a b l e ,  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  t h e  t a p e s ,  t o  f e e l  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  m o t i o n  o n  

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e d i u m .  O n l y  a t  t h o  b e g i n n i n g  d i d  W i l l i a m s  d r a w  

i n  h i s  h a n d s  a  l i t t l e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a s  h e  w a s  p a s s i n g  i n t o  t h e  

m c d i u m i s t i c  s l e e p .  I - a t c r  o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  w e r e  t a k i n g  

p l a c e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  s t i r  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d e g r e e .  W e  t w o  s a t  a t  t h e  

t a b l e ,  o n  t h e  s i d e  f u r t h e s t  f r o m  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  w i t h  o u r  f a c e s  

. t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  i t ,  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  

c u r t a i n .

I  w i l l  r e l a t e  a  f e w  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  t h e  l a s t  s i t t i n g -  

A f t e r  t h e  l i g h t  w a s  p u t  o u t ,  w c  a g a i n  h e a r d  t h o  v o i c e s  o f  P e t e r  

a n d  J o h n .  T h e s e  v o i c e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  h e a r d  a n d  a p p e a r e d  t o  c o m e  

f r o m  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r o o m  ; a t  o n e  m o m e n t  t h e y  w e r e  c l o s e  

t o  u s ,  a t  a n o t h e r  f u r t h e r  o f f ,  a n d  o f t e n  o n  t h e  s i d e  o p p o s i t e  t o  t h a t  

o n  w h i c h  t h e  m e d i u m  s a t .  P r e s e n t l y  p h o s p h o r e s c e n t  l i g h t s  w e r e  

f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  f o r m  o f  J o h n  K i n g  b e c a m e ,  

v i s i b l e .  T h i s  a p p a r i t i o n  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  g r e e n i s h  p h o s p h o r e s 

c e n t  l i g h t ,  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e s  i n  b r i g h t n e s s ,  l i g h t i n g  u p  J o h n ' s  b u s t  

I t  i s  t h e n  s e e n  t h a t  t h i s  l i g h t  c o m e s  f r o m  a  l u m i n o u s  s u b s t a u o e >  

w h i c h  t h e  f o r m  h o l d s  i n  i t s  h a n d .  T h e  m a n l y  f a c e ,  w i t h  a  t h i c k  

b l a c k  b e a r d ,  i s  t o l e r a b l y  d i s t i n c t ;  t h e  - h e a d  i s  d r a p e d  w i t h  a  

w h i t e  t u r b a n ,  a n d  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o d y  w i t h  w h i t e  g a r m e n t s .  

T h e  f o r m  w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  a n d  n e a r  t o  u s .  W e  o n l y  s a w  

i t  f o r  a  m o m e n t  a t  n  t i m e ,  t h e  l i g h t  v a n i s h e d ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m  

r e t r e a t e d  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  b u t  r e a p p e a r e d  a g a i n  a s  q u i c k l y .  T h e  

v o i c e  o f  J o h n  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  f i g u r e  s t a n d s ,  

g e n e r a l l y ,  b u t  n o t  a l w a y s ,  w h i l e  t h e  f o r m  i s  i n v i s i b l e .  J o h n  

a s k e d  u s  w h a t  h e  s h o u l d  d o  f o r  u s .  M .  A k s a k o f  b h g g e d  t h a t  h e  

w o u l d  r i s e  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  a n d  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  t o  u s  i n  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y  w e  s a w  t h e  f o r m  a p p e a r  j u s t  o v e r  o u r  

t a b l e ,  a n d  t h e n  g r a d u a l l y  r i s e  u p w a r d s  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  w h i c h  

b e c a m e  v i s i b l e  i n  t h o  l i g h t  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  t h e  l u m i n o u s  o b j e c t  

i n  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  f i g u r e .  W h i l e  u p  t h e r e ,  J o h n  c a l l e d  o u t t o  u s —  

* ’ W i l l  t h a t  d o ? ”  {1st es so r ech t 1)

P e t e r ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n v i s i b l e ,  w a s  b u s y  a n d  

l o q u a c i o u s  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  m o v i n g  v a r i o u s  o b j e c t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a i r  a n d  t o u c h i n g  u s  w i t h  t h o r n .  A s  b o f o r e  m e n t i o n e d ,  w e  s a t  o n ,  

t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  t a b l e  f u r t h e s t  f r o m  t h e  c u r t a i n  ;  b e h i n d  o u r  b a c k s  

a b o u t  f o u r  f e e t  d i s t a n t ,  B t o o d  t h e  w i t h s t a n d ,  o n  w h i c h  w e r e  a  

w a t e r - b o t t l e  a n d  g l a s s .  S u d d e n l y  w o  h o a r d  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  g l a s s e s  

o v e r  o u r  h e a d s ,  a s  i f  t w o  p i e c e s  w e r o  b e i n g  s t r u c k  t o g e t h e r .  T h e n  

f o l l o w e d  x  r a p i d  p o u r i n g  o f  w a t e r  i n t o  t h e  g l o s s ;  t h o  g l a s s  w a s

A 1i f ? ko^  t h e  1 )01116  t o  “ y s e l f .  A s  i t  s t o o d  i n  m y  
h a n d ,  I  f e l t  s e n s i b l y  t h a t  a n o t h e r  h a n d  w a s  h o l d i n g  i t  a b o v e .  A t  
t n i f l  m o m e n t  w e  h e a r d  t h e  m e d i u m  m o v e  a n d  g r o a n ,  a n d  t h o
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v o i c e  o f  P e t e r  e x c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  t o  g i v e  “  h i s  m e d i u m ’ ’ 
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d r i n k .  T h e  w a t e r - b o t t l e  t l o a t c d  a w a y  f r o m  m y  h a n d  
w e  h e a r d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i n a r t i c u l a t e  m u r m u r i n g  o f  t h e  
a w a k e n i n g  m e d i u m ,  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  v o i c e  o f  P e t e r ; t h e n  t h e  
g u r g l i n g  o f  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  b o t t l e ,  n n d  i n  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n t  1 
R e i v e d  t h e  b o t t l e  b a c k  i n t o  m y  h a n d .  D u r i n g  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e  
d e s c r i b e d ,  a n d  i n d e e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s i t t i n g ,  w e  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d —  
so far a s  o u r  h e a r i n g  c o u l d  p e r c e i v e — t h a t  W i l l i a m s  r e m a i n e d  in  

h i s  c o r n e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  J o h n  a n d  P e t e r  w e r e  s p e a k i n g  n e a r  
t o  u s  o u t s i d e  t i r e  c a b i n e t ;  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a l s o  t h e  s o u n d s  p r o c e e d i n g  
f r o m  t h e  m e d i u m ,  a n d  t h e  s p e a k i n g  o f  J o h n  a n d  P c t i r ,  w e r e

a l m o s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s .
I n  c o n c l u s i o n  l e t  m e  r e m a r k  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  n a t u r a l  i f  o t h e r  

R u s s i a n  i n q u i r e r s  r e g a r d  t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  w i t h  s u s p i c i o n .  O w in g  
t o  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  m e d i u m s  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  a t  
p r e s e n t  f e w  o p j i o r t u m t i c s  o f  o b s e r v i n g  t h e m  ; n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  
h a v e  n o t  h e l d  b a c k  a l t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t o o k  u p  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s o  
s o o n  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  a n n o u n c e d  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e y  
h a d  r e a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  O n  t h e  w h o l e  
A m e r i c a n  a n d  E n g l i s h  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e  h a v e  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  m o s t  
r e m a r k a b l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  p r e j u d i c e  n n d  o b s t i n a c y .  I t  i s  e a s y  
e n o u g h  f o r  t h e m  t o  i n q u i r e  a n d  o b s e r v e ,  a n d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e m 
s e l v e s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  ; t h e y  h a v e  
l> o w c r fu l  m e d i u m s  a l w a y s  a t  h a n d ,  n n d  y e t  w i t h  a  f e w  h o n o u r a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n s  t h e y  p r e f e r  t o  d e n y  o r  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  
f a c t s ,  a n d  t o  t r e a t  a s  u n w o r t h y  o f  a t t e n t i o n  o r  c r e d i t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  
o f  s u c h  m e n  n s  H a r e ,  D c  M o r g a n ,  W a l l a c e ,  C r o o k e s ,  V n r l e y ,  a n d  
o t h e r s .  I n  n o  f a r - o f f  f u t u r e  s u c h  c o n d u c t  a s  t h i s  w i l l  b o  p o i n t e d  
a t  a s  a  g l a r i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e ju d i c e  a u d  s c i e n t i f i c  
s u p e r s t i t i o n .  I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e s e  w o r d s  c a n  h a r d l y  l> c a l l o w e d  
t o  a p p e a r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  ;  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  “  s c i e n t i f i c , "  h o w e v e r ,  
d o c s  n o t  h e r e  r e f e r  t o  t r u e  s c i e n c e ,  w h i c h  k n o w s  n e i t h e r  p r e j u d i c e  
n o r  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  s u c h  m e n  w h o  m a y  b e l o n g  t o  i t s  
r a n k s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  b u t  w h o  d o  n o t  w o r k  i n  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  
s c i e n c e  s o  l o n g  n s  t h e y  p r e t e n d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h u m a n  
k n o w l e d g e  b y  a  s y s t e m  o f  i g n o r i n g  f a c t s .

M a y  t h e  s c a l e s  s o o n  f a l l  f r o m  t h e i r  e y e s ,  n n d  m a y  t h e y  s o o n  
e n t e r  o n  t h e  o n l y  p a t h  t o  t r u t h ,  n a m e l y  t h e  p a t h  o f  e x p e r i m e n t !

S t .  P e t e r s b u r g h ,  2 - 1 4  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 7 6 -

I  f e e l  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  a d d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h a t  o f  m y  v a l u e d  
f r i e n d ,  P r o f e s s o r  B u t l e r o f ,  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w h i c h  
w e  w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h o  p r e s e n c e  o f  W i l l i a m s .  B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  I  c a n  

t e s t i f y  t o  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
J o h n  K i n g  f r o m  M r  C r o o k e s  i n  h i s  o w n  h o u s e ,  M r s .  C r o o k e s 's  
h a n d  b e i n g  o n  W i l l i a m s ' s  s h o u l d e r ,  w h i l e  h e  w a s  a s l e e p  b e h i n d  
t h e  c u r t a i n  ;  a l s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  M r s .  M a c d o u g a l l  G r e g o r y ,  
t h e  c u r t a i n  b e h i n d  w h i c h  W i l l i a m s  w a s  p l a c e d ,  w a s  n a i l e d  o v e r  
t h e  e m b r a s u r e  o f  a  w i n d o w  s o  c l o s e l y  t h a t  t h e  m e d i u m  w a s  i n  a  
n i c h e  a l m o s t  h e r m e t i c a l l y  s e a l e d  ;  a n d  t h a t  y e t  J o h n  K i n g  a p 
p e a r e d  a b o v e  t h e  t a b l e ,  r o u n d  w h i c h  t h o  c o m p a n y  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o u r t a i n  I  W i l l i a m s ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  m e d i u m  is  
t h o  b e s t - e s t a b l i s h e d  o f  a n y  1  h a v e  m e t  i n  E n g l a n d .

A l e x a n d r e  A k s a k o v .

T H E  D I V I N I N G  R O D .

T i i e  m a tte r  o f  “  dow sing,”  o r  search in g for w ater b y the  
divining rod , h as  been a tt ra c tin g  a tte n tio n  in th e  n eigh 
borhood, and th e  follow ing p articu lars  in conn ection  
w ith one e x p e rim e n t have com e to  o u r  know ledge. W e  
learn  th a t  a n  a tte m p t h a s  been m ade to  find w ater on 
M r. H e a th ’s  p ro p e rty  a t  L a k e  A lb ert, by  a  previous 
ow ner, M r . W a lk e r, w ho sank w ells som e 2 0 0 f t . deep , 
in different placeB w ith o u t su ccess. O th e r  a ttem p ts  
w ere, w e believe, m ad e in  th o  sam e neighborhood with a  
like w an t o f  su ccess . M r . H e a th  w as ru n n in g  sh o rt 
o f w ater, an d  h av in g a  ce rta in  am o u n t o f  faith , o r  
p erhap s w e should r a th e r  say  cu rio sity , w ith referen ce  
to  th e  divining ro d  m ode o f  g e ttin g  w ater, h e  w ro te  to  
M r. H am m o n d , o f  J u n e e , to  a  g en tlem an , M a jo r  W ells , 
who w as sup posed to  h av e  “ th e  g ift.”  W h ile  w aiting  
fo r  a  re p ly , M r . H e a th  learn ed  th a t  M r . J o h n  V in cen t  
was also a  fo rtu n a te  p ossessor o f  th is sam e gift. A cco rd 
ingly he app lied  to  M r. V in ce n t, who w en t o u t to  M r. 
H e a th ’s  p ro p erty . M r . V in ce n t picked a  th in  tw ig  from  
a  tre e  w hich h e  ca lled  a  “  yellow  ja c k e t ,”  and w ith this  
in  hand h e  w alked o y er th e  grou n d , p o in tin g  o u t after  
som e tim e  w h a t h e  called  th e  line o f d rift, in dicated  
as  he said b y  th e  m otions o f  th e  rod in  his hand. H e  
th en  p o in ted  o u t  a  s p o t n o t  m o re  th an  1 5 0  y ard s from  
th e  s ite  o f  th e  p reviou s w ell exp erim en ts, a n a  up on th e  
advice th u s  con veyed  M r. H e a th  sa n k  a  well, g e ttin g  
w ater a t  1 1  fe e t, a n d  a t  2 5  f e e t  w as furnished w ith such  
a  copious su p p ly th a t  h e  co n sid ers  a ll his w an ts in  th is  
w ay m u st b e  satisfied  f o r  a  consid erab le tim e. O n th e  
opposite sid e o f  th e  lak e M r . M acleay  sank som e wells, 
Put th e  w a te r  ob tain ed w as so s a lt th a t  i t  cou ld  n o t be 
used, w h ilst th a t  o b tain ed  by M r. H e a th  w as fresh , c lear, 
an d  p u re  a s  w a te r  cou ld  b e .— “ W a g g a  A d v ertiser.”

A-dvertlsem euts.

N E W S P A P E R S  A N D  M A G A Z I N E S  O N  S A L E  

A T  W .  H . T E R R Y 'S .

T he B a n n e r o f  L ig h t, tho lead ing A m orican  Sp iri
tu alistic  paper, weekly ; single copies, (Sd. Subscription  
for 1S7G, 22/(1. 1

T he M edium  and D ayb reak , leading E n g lish  w eekly, 
3d . Su bscription fo r  1 8 7 6 , 1 0 /6 .

T h e  Spiritu alist, Lond on w eo k ly ,4d .; 1 6 /-  p er annum . 
Sp iritu al M agazine, London,m onthly, lO d .; 9 / -  p er an. 
T h o (A m erican ) Sp iritu al M agazine, edited by Rev. 

Sam ual W a tso n , 1/- ,  10/G por annum .
H u m an  N a tu re , L o n d on , m onthly, lO d .; 9 / -  p er an. 
T he Stockw hip, a  radical F re e th o u g h t p ap er, pub

lished in Sydney ;  price, 6d.
T h e  “ H erald  o f  H e a lth ,"  D evoted  to  th e  C u ltu re  o f  

B o d y  and M ind, 1 /- ,  1 0 /6  p er annum .

J U S T  A R R IV E D .

E X  “ M I N D O R O , "  F R O M  B O S T O N , A N D  E X  
“ M I C H A E L  A N G E L O ,” F R O M  L O N D O N .

Peop le from  th e  o th e r W o rld , O lco tt, 1 2 /.
Soul and B o d y , by R ev . W . F .  E v an s, 5 /.
T he W o rld ’s  16  Crucified Saviou rs, by K ersey  

G raves, 9 / .
In d e n tity  o f  P rim itive  C h ristian ity  nnd M odern  

Spiritualism , by E u g en o  C row ell, M .D ., vol. 1 and 2 .,  
1 2 /  each.

Com plete W o rk s  o f  Thom as Pain e, 3  largo vols. and  
p o rtra it , 3 1 /6 .

T . P a in e 's , T heological and M iscellaneous W o rk s  1 1 /6
S tartlin g  facts  in M od ern  Spiritualism , D r. W o lfe , 9 / .
E le c tr ic  P h ysician , by M rs. E . H . B r i t te n , 2 /6 .
W o m an  and h e r  E r a , 2  vols., 1 2 /6 .
C h ap ters from  th e  B ible o f  th e  A ges, 0 /9 ,  tin ted  

edition, 9 / .
T h e  Child’s  G u ide to  Spiritu alism , 1 /3 .
T h e  Sp irits B ook , K a rd e c , 7 /6 .
B o o k  on M edium s, A . K a rd e c , 6 /9 .
A rou n d  th e  W o rld , by J .  M . Peeb les, 9 / .
T h e  B e t t e r  W a y , N ew ton , 1 /3 .
P ro o f  palpable o f  Im m o rta lity , E .  S arg ean t, 4 /6 .
P .  B .  Randolphs W o rk s ,— W o m an , A fte r  D eath , 

Seership , Eulie, &c.
D a n g e r Signals, M ary  F .  D avis, 9d .
E n ig m as o f  L ife , 1 0 /6 . )
C reed  o f  C hristendom , 2  vols., 1 5 / .  > W . R . G reg .
RockB A h ead , 9 / .  )
V o lta iro ’s Philosophical D ictio n ary , 2  vols., 1 0 /.
A sh b u rn ers Philosophy o f anim al m agn etism  and  

spiritualism , 1 4 /.
B u ck lan d ’s H andbook o f M esm erism , 1 /6 .
H e rb e r t S p en cer’s E ssay s , 2  vols., 1 7 /6 .  

do. do. Social S ta tics , 1 1 / .
do. do. ’ S ociology, 6 / .

T he H o ly  T ru th , o r  th e  com ing R eform ation , b y H , J .  
B ro w n e, 1 0 /6 .

H in ts  fo r  th e  evidences o f  Spiritu alism , “ M .Ijl”  3 / .
G osp el o f  tho D ivine o rd e r  o f  th e  U n iverse, Stew art, 

4 /6 .
B e sa n t’s H is to ry  o f  F re n ch  R evolu tion , c lo th  8 / ,  

p ap er, 2 / .
D iscou rses by C o ra  L .  V . Tapp an, 8 /6 . ,  g ilt  edition,

1 0 /6 .
H e a lth  H in ts , H o w  to  acq u ire  B od ily  S y m m etry , 

H ealth , V ig o r  an d  B eau ty , 1 /3 .
P sy ch o p ath ic H ealing , A shm an, 3 / .
S p irit P eo p le , H arriso n , 1 /8 .
Su m m er M orn in g  Songs and Serm ons, J o h n  P a g e  

H o p p s, 3 / .
A lso  a  supply o f  M rs. E .  H . B r i t te n 's  Im p ro v ed  

M a g n e tic  B a tte r ie s , p rice  £ 4 , 1 0 s . each .

W .  H . T E R R Y ’ S
P ro g ressiv e  B o o k  D ep o t, 8 4  R u ssell S tre e t ,  

M elb ou rn e.

A  L A R G E  R O O M  fo r th e  
T erm s, 5 / -  p e r  evening, 

room s to  le t .  8 4  R u ssell-stree t,

use o f  C IR C L E S .  
A lso  sm all su ite  o f
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S T E W A R T  &  C O . ,  P h o t o g r a p h e r s ,
2 1 7  B O U R K E  S T R E E T  E A S T ,  M E L B O U R N E .

- P r e e m l a n B  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .  F o u r  S t u d i o » .

C o u n tr y  A g e n ts
Castlemaine— H . B am ford , B u ll S tre e t .
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, 3 0  B en so n 's  A rcad e. 
S t a  well—
Taradale— M r. C. W a r re n .
Sydney— M r.  J .  K e lly , 4 2 0  G eo rge S tre e t. 
B am a w arth a—

A gen ts  w anted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

J .  T Y E R M A N ’S  W O R K S .
G u ide to  Spiritualism , 3 / .
Spiritualism  V in d icated , 1 / -  
I s  th e re  a  D evil ? Gd.
R e-in carn atio n  1 /. I s  th e re  a  H e ll ? 4d.
H y m n  B ook , 6d. C reed s an d  D ogm as, 3d . 
S elf-C ontradiction  o f  th e  B ib le  : A n  a b s tr a c t  o f  tw o  

lectu res  delivered a t  S y d n ey . 3d.
On sale by W . H . T e rry ./ 'C U L T I V A T I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E — no previous 

know ledge o f  m usic n ecessary .
P R O F E S S O R  H U G H E S ,

1 5 5  Collins S tre e t E a s t , M elb ourne.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
A ll kinds o f  B o ta n ic  M ed icin es, K eith 'B  O rgan ic  

P rep ara tio n s, R o o ts , B a rk s, H e rb s , T in c tu re s , Flu id  
E x t r a c ts  and S a tu ra te s , E n g lish  and A m e rica n , Im 
p orted  and on sale  by W .  I I .  T e rr y , 8 4  R u ssell S tre e t . 
N ew  shipm ents j u s t  arriv ed .

M ed icin es sent to a n y  p a rt  o f  the Colony by po st o r  
otherw ise, on receip t o f  rem ittance.

1 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT,”
TH E VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FR E E  THOUGHT
Su bscription , T ow n, 5 / -  per annum ; C ou n try , 5 /6  

N eighb ourin g Colonies and G re a t B rita in , 6 / -  
Subscriptions d ate  from  S ep tem b er to  A u g u st.

P H O T O  -  A  R  T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S .
( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ),

Execute commissions in a l l  styles of Portraiture— Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t  address, 
4 1  O O T . X . I  K T B  S T R H B T  B A S T .

P rise
M edal.

Syd ney
E x h ib itio n

1878.

S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .
PALM AM  Q U I M E R U IT  FEH A T.

GOHITT ROSIER.
p m m m i m m  m o o r  m a k e ® ,

Jty Special appointment to  Ilis  Excellency S ir  G. F. BOWKN.O.C.M.C
4 6  8W A N ST O H  S T R E E T , M E L B O U R N E .

Some side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY E L E C T R I C  
T E L E G R A P H ,

The W est  En d  o f  
L ondon in  Mel
bo u rn e . r Telegram] 
Sydney, May 2,1873. 
To Mr. John Hosier 

Boot Maker,
46 Swnnstonat,Melbourne) 

Judge* award Modal to 
you, saying" Highly Ar
tistic and Beautifully 
Made. Equal to Any
thing of tho kind from the 
West End of London." 

Exhibition Buildings,
J. G. KNIGHT.

O B SE R V E : 46 SWANSTON STREET; between Garton’s and 
. Rainbow Hotels.

________ __________ NEAR TOWN HALL, SAME SIDE,__________

ROBERT KINGSTON,
(FROM

SANGSTEBS,

LONDON),

MAKER BY

APPOINTMENT

TO H ER MAJESTY,

U m b r e l l a
z e r o .  2 6  z r o ' Y ’ - a . X j  - A - T ^ O - A - Z d e ,
A nd No. 18 xiastem  A rcade,

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered w ith  Silk, Satin Cloth, 
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyante for Diagnosing Disease,

8 0  B U S S E L L  S T R E E T , N E X T  D E T E C T I V E  
O F F I C E .

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  
T H O U G H T  A S S O C IA T IO N .

T he above A ssociatio n  m eets a t  th o  M aso n ic  H all, 
L onsdalo  S tre e t , e v e ry  Su nd ay evening, fo r  th e  p resen 
ta tio n  and discussion o f  all su b jects  p erta in in g  to  th e  
sp iritu al, in tellectu al, and social ad v an cem en t o f  m an
kind.

Conditions o f  M em bership  :— E n ro lm en t  a n d  the p a y 
m ent o f  a qu a rterly  subscription, the am ount o f  w hich is 

f i x e d  by the en ro llin g  m em ber.
S ervice  com m en ces a t  7  p.m .

S I N G E R ’S  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E S .
The highest premium in the gift of tho public has again been awarded to

T H E  S IN G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H IN E  C O M P A N Y
Manufacturers’ Official Returns of Sales.for 1873.

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached 
the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,264 Ma c h in e s  in favo r  o f  t h e  Sin g e r .

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imporls of the SINGER for 1873, to ho 2471 CASES, V A LU E  
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the SING ER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago F ire  SuffererA 
The Machines were the free g ift of the committee, and each appli 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o t e  t h e  R esult  : Of those ordered, the SIN G E R  COMPANY 
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; W ilcox and Gibbs, 20.— “ New Y ork Dispatch.”  

STANFORD Sc CO., Corner Bourke and Russell Stre
Colonial Agents for tho Singer Company.

Streets,

T J U L E S  o f th e  B A N N E R  o f L I G H T , S P I R I T U A L  
J D  M A G A Z I N E , and S P I R I T U A L I S T ,  also  H A R 
B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T , for th e  la s t  fo u r y e a rs , fo r  sale, 
ch eap . A p p ly  office o f  th is  pap er.

H
P U B L I C A T I O N S .

N o w  R ead y , p r ic e  10a. 6d .
O L T  T R U T H ; o r , T h e  C om in g R efo rm atio n . 

B y  H u g h  J u n o b  B r o w n e .

T h e  S p iritu al Philosophy.
S cien ce  a n d  R elig ion  R econ ciled .
A d d ress to  T h o u g h tfu l C hristians.
M essag es fro m  th e  S p irit W o r ld .  

S h akspere, B e n  Jo n so n , G . V .' B ro o k e .

W .  H .  T E R R Y , 8 4  R u sse ll S tre e t .
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