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T hk  Sp iritu al ph ilosoph y, o r  a  b elief in Spiritu alism  

appears to  b e  gain in g  g ro u n d  in  th e  M o th e r  co u n try , 

and in th e  m etropolis, show s signs o f  g r e a t  V ita lity . 

T he L ite r a tu r e  co n n ected  w ith  Spiritu alism  is v e ry  e x 

tensive, and in add ition  to  n u m erou s la rg e  volum es and  

m inor p am p h lets , th e re  a r e  now five M o n th ly  and one  

W e e k ly  J o u r n a l  d ev oted  to  th e  su b ject, published in 

London alone. F i r s t ,  th e  S p ir itu a l M agazine  o f  about 

5 0  pages, which is  now  in its  1 2 th  y e a r  o f  p u b lication  ; 

next, H u m a n  N a t u r e ,  a  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l o f  th e  sam e  

si/.e in its  4 th  y e a r ; n e x t , th e  M ed iu m  a n d  D ay break, 

which w as origin ally  s ta r te d  as  a  M o n th ly , b u t ab o u t 

eight m onths sin ce  m erg ed  in to  a  W e e k ly , and being  

published a t  th e  low  p r ic e  o f  ono p en n y  has a  larg e  

circulation. N e x t  w e h av e  th e  Lo ndo n S p iritu a list, 
m onthly, a  v e ry  ab ly  w ritte n  pap er, w ith a n  inclination  

to  w h at is ca lled  “ C h ris tia n  S p iritu alism ," and lastly  

th e  tw o re ce n tly  s ta r te d  p ap ers, on e edited  by th e  B ev . 

E - F .  Y o u n g , en titled  th e  C hristian S p iritu a list, th e  

principal o b jects  o f  its  p ro m o ters  b ein g  as  ann ou nced, 

to  prove th a t C h ris tian ity  an d  Spiritu alism  H a rm o 

nize. T h e  o th e r  published in  con n ection  w ith  the  

L ondon S p iritu a list , called  th e  S p iritu a l Neios, will 

fie a  co m p etito r  o f  T h e  M ed iu m . T h ere  a re  o th er  

papers, such a s  th e  T ru tliscek er, & c , th a t  a cce p t th e  

Spiritual idea, b u t  only occasion ally  in trod u ce  th e  sub

je c t. T he M o n th ly  Jo u rn a ls  co n ta in  a cco u n ts  o f  w onder

ful phenom ena a t  p re se n t o ccu rin g  in E n g lan d  and S co t

land, accom p anied  w ith testim o n y  w hich w ould c a rry  

conviction to  a n y  un preju d iced  m ind. I n  th e  O cto b er  

and N ovem b er N o s. o f  H u m a n  N a tu re . M . L e o n  F a v re , 

“ late C o n su l-G en eral o f  F r a n c e , and b ro th e r o f  J u le s  

l1 avre, re la te s  h is  exp erien ces, u n d er th e  heading “ E x p e ri

en ces  o f  a S p iritu alist,”  and in a  fo rm er nu m b er o f the  

Sp iritu al M agazin e gives a very  in terestin g  acco u n t o f  

h is ow n cu re  o f  a  m alady o f  tw en ty -six  y e a rs  standing, 

w hich had defied th e  skill o f  th e  b est E u ro p ean  physi

cians, b u t w as u ltim ately  cu red  by Sp iritu al agen cies. 

I n  th e  N o vem b er nu m b ers o f  th e  M ed ium  (w hich  

is  essen tially  th e  S p iritu al new spaper), w o find ad v er

tisem en ts and n o tices  o f  w eek ly pu blic m ootings a t  th e  

G ow er S t r e e t  B oom s, W in te r  Soirees a t  th e  H a rle y  

S tr e e t  B o o m s, P u b lic  L e c tu re s  on  Spiritualism  and L is ts  

o f  S ean ces an d  M eetin g s for every  day in  th e  week. 

Su nd ay S ervices w ith  In sp iration al Sp eakers, acco u n ts  

o f  cu re s  by th e  Z ouave Ja co b  who has re ce n tly  estab 

lished him self in L o n d on , as a  healing m edium ,— A  long  

a cco u n t o f  a pu blic recep tio n  given  to  M rs. E m m a  

H ard in g e , th e  celeb rated  In sp iratio n al S p eaker,— a  m e e t

in g  fo r  th e  estab lish m en t o f  a  College for M edium s,—  
and lastly , a p rop osal for a W o rld 's  con feren ce  o f  

S p iritu alists , w hich seem s to  be favorably received, 

and is likely to  be ca rr ie d  into effect. T h e  nam es o f  

m an y em in en t L i te r a ry  a n d  Scientific m en a re  freely  

m en tion ed  in con n ection  w ith th e  cause. P ro fesso rs  C'. 

F .  V a rle y  and D o M o rg an , C aptain  D raysou , K .A ., D rs. 

G u lly , W ilk in so n  and D ixo n , N ew to n  C rosslan d, W m . 

H o w itt, E o b e r t  C ham bers, I I .  D . Jo n ck e n , L o rd  A d aro, 

T h e  M a ste r  o f  L in d say , V isco u n t D u u raven , and m any  

o th e r G entlem en o f  P osition  and woll known In te lle c tu a l  

S ta tu s . W .  C rookes, E s q ., F .E .S . ,  th e  E d ito r  o f  th e  

q u a rte rly  Jo u rn a l o f  S cien ce is (a s  will bo seen  b y his 

lo tto r to  P rofesso r V a rle y  w h ich  ap p ears in ou r colu m n s), 

alread y  h a lf  a  S p iritu alist, and his S p iritu alist friend B 

confidently an ticip ate  his accession  to  th e ir  ran k s 'ere  

long. M o st p rom in on t am ong th e  L e c tu re r s  an d  W r ite r s  

on Spiritu alism  ap p ear th e  nam es o f  M r. Ja m e s  B u m s ,  

J .  Jo n e s , E sq ., o f  E n m o ro  P a rk , M r . B on j. C olem an, 

M r. Tlios. S h o rter, M r . S. C . H a ll ; W m . H o w itt, I I .  

D . Je n ck e n , E sq ., and la s t b u t n o t le a s t  E m m a H a r 

dinge, whoso published L o c tu re s  and extem p oran eou s  

an sw ers to  difficult m etap h ysical qu estions, establish  

h e r  rep u tatio n  am on g all gen uin e th ink ers. T h e re  also  

ap p ears to  be a  la rg e  n u m b er o f  loss kn ow n Itin e ra n t  
lec tu rers  on  C ircu it, no  less  th a n  s ix  nam es being m en
tio n ed  on  th e  H a lifa x  c ir cu it  alone, th e  sam e nu m b er  
having re ce n tly  com p leted  a  successful L e c tu rin g
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C am p aign in Scotland . A lto g eth er th e  p ast progress  
an d  fu tu re  p rosp ects  o f  Spiritualism  in E n g lan d  and  
S cotlan d , a r e  very  en cou rag in g , and th e  attitu d o  o f  m any  
p rom in en t believers th e re , m igh t w ith ad v an tag e to  the  
cau se in V icto ria  be im itated by som e o f  ou r L o cal  

believers.

M R . J O H N  B R I G H T , M .P ., O N  S P IR I T U A L I S M .

M u . J .  M . Peeb les, th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  Consul a t  Trebi- 
zoiul, who la s t w in ter visited E n glan d  on his way hom e, 
a n d  who w as elected  an H o n o ra ry  F ello w  o f  th e  A n th ro 
pological S o ciety , re ce n tly  delivered a le c tu re  on his 
E u ro p ean  .trav els , a t  B a ttle  C reek, n ear C hicago. T h at  
le c tu re  is p rin ted  in a  new spaper called  T h e P resen t  
A(/o, published by M r. D . M . F o x , 10G R and olp h-street, 
C hicago. T h e  d ate  o f  th e  p ap er con tain in g th e  lectu re  
is  Sep tem b er 3 rd , 1 8 7 0 , and in the cou rse  o f  th e  lectu re  
M r. Peeb les m ade th e  following s ta te m e n t:—

“ W h ile  in E n g lan d  1 dined w ith Jo h n  B rig h t, when 
tran sp ired  qu ite an e a rn e st conversation on th e  su b ject 
o f  Spiritualism . H e  said he had w itnessed som e o f D . 
D . H om o’s m anifestations. T h ey  w ere  w onderful. H e  
cou ld  a ttrib u te  th em  to  no cau se  unless i t  bo th e  one 
alleged , th a t  o f  in telligen t disem bodied spirits. ‘ B u t,’ 
ho added, w ith duo cau tion , ‘ I  do n o t say  th a t  th is is so, 
b u t if  i t  be tru e , i t  is th e  s tro n g est tangible p ro o f we 
have o f  im m o rtality .’ ”

M R S . H . B .  S T O W E  O N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

M n s. Stow e has ju s t  published so m e artic les  in lier 
b ro th er 's  paper, th e  C hurch U nion, in which sho testifies  
to  th e  tru th  o f th e  phenom ena o f  Spirtualism . Sho 
s a y s :— “ W e  hold to  th e  b elief in th e  unbroken unity  
possible betw een th ose who h av e  passed to  th e  higher 
life and this. W e  hold to  th a t  vivid faith in things  
un seen w hich w as th e  stren g th  o f  prim itive C hristians. 
T h e  first C hristians believed  w h at th ey  said th ey  did—  
w o do n o t. T he unseen spiritual world, i ts  angels and  
arch an gels, its  saints and m a rty rs , its  p u rity  and its  jo y s , 
w o re ovor before them , and th a t is w hy th e y  w ere such 
a  m igh ty  fo rce  in th e  w orld. S t. A u gu stin e says th a t  it  
w as th e  vision o f  th e  sain ts gone before th a t  inspired  
th em  w ith cou rage  and con tem p t o f  death— and i t  is 
t r u e .”

A fte r  speaking o f  Spiritual m anifestations she sa y s :—  
“ T hese rem arkab le phenom ena which affect belief upon 
th is  su b ject a re  not confined  to  paid m edium s and  
sp iritu al circles, so called . T h ey  som etim es com e o f  
them solves to  persons n eith er bolieving in  th em , looking  
fo r  th em , n o r  seek in g  thorn. T h u s com ing, th e y  can n ot 
b u t pow erfully and ten d erly  m ove th e  soul.”

E V I D E N C E  T H A T  S P I R I T U A L I S M  D E S E R V E S  
I N V E S T IG A T I O N .

M b . W .  C rook es, E .R .S .,  ed itor o f  th e  Chem ical N ew s, 
is  now  in vestigatin g Spiritualism , and h e  h as  published  
a n  a rtic le  in  th e  Q uarterly Jo u rn a l o f  Science, s ta tin g  
th a t  its  phenom ena a r c  real, and n o t delusion o r im 
p o stu re , th ou g h  he does n o t know  as  y e t  w h eth er th ey  
ore  prod u ced  b y  disombodied Sp irits. T h e  following  
le t te r ,  which he w ro te  to  M r. V arley , w as published in 
th e  S p iritu a list  o f  J u ly  1 5 th , 1 8 7 0 :—

“ 2 0 ,  M o m l n g t o n - r o a d ,  L o n d o n ,  N . W .
J u l y  1 3 t h ,  1 8 7 0 .

“  D e a r  M b .  V a b l e y , — I  w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u r  l e t t e r  
o f  t h e  o t b  i n s t . ,  i n  w h i c h  y o u  d i s c u s s  s o m e  p o i n t s  a l l u d e d  t o  i n  m y  
p a p e r  o n  “  S p i r i t u a l i s m  v i e w e d  b y  t h e  L i g h t  o f  M o d e r n  S c i e n c e . "

“  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  n t  t h e  s u b j e c t  f o r  m o r e  y e a r s  t h a n  I  
h a v e  m o n t h s ,  a n d  k n o w i n g ,  a s  y o u  d o ,  t h e  e n o r m o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
t h e  w a y  o f  a c c u r a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n — d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  
i n t e r p o s e d  b y  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s — y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  
t o  f i n d  t h n t  I  o n l y  f e e l  t h e  g r o u n d  f i r m  u n d e r  m e  f o r  n  v e r y  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  s o  f a r .

“ I  w a s  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e n d i n g  o f  y o u r  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  t h e  
m o r e  s o ,  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n  a  s i m i l a r  d i r e c t i o n  m y s e l f ,  b u t  
a s  y e t  w i t h  s c a r c e l y  a  t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t .

•‘ Y o u  n o t i c e  t h a t  I  a d m i t  f r e e l y  a n d  f u l l y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o 
m e n a .  L e t  t h i s  o p e n n e s s  b e  a  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  I  s h a l l  n o t  h e s i t a t e  
f o r  n  m o m e n t  i n  r e c o r d i n g  w i t h  e q u a l  f e a r l e s s n e s s  f o r  t h e  c o n 
s e q u e n c e s ,  w h a t e v e r  c o n v i c t i o n s  m y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  l e a d s  m e  t o —

w h e t h e r  i t  p o i n t s  t o  a  m e r e  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e ,  o r  m a k e s  m e ,  n s  y o u  
p r e d i c t ,  a  c o n v e r t  t o  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  h y p o t h e s i s — b u t  I  m u s t  l e t  m y  
c o n v i c t i o n s  c o m e  i n  m y  o w n  w a y ,  a n d  i f  I  h o l d  s o m e w h a t  
s t u b b o r n l y  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f o r c e  a n d  i n p e n e t r a b i l i t y  
o f  m a t t e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  l i e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  c r i m e  o n  m y  p a r t  b u t  
r a t h e r  n s  a  | i c c u l i a r i t y  i n  m y  s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a t i o n .

•■ I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  m a n y  l e t t e r s ,  b o t h  f r o m  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  
f r o m  l e a d i n g  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g l a d  I  h a v e  
t a k e n  u p  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  u r g i n g  m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I n  f a c t ,  I  h a v e  b e e n . a g r e e a b l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
f r o m  s o  m a n y  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n ,  a s  w e l l  n s  s y m p a t h y  f r o m  t h e  g o o d  
f r i e n d s  I  p o s s e s s  a m o n g s t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s . — B e l i e v e  m e ,  m y  d e a r  
s i r ,  v e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  "  W i l l i a m  C r o o k e s . "

T H E  C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IU M S .

I s  acco rd an ce  w ith a  suggestion  from  th e  S p irits  who 
con tro l certain  m edium s, a m eetin g w ill b e  held a t  th e  
P ro g ressiv e  L ib ra ry  on W ed n esd ay  even in g n e x t , to  
discuss th e  question o f  in au g u ratin g  a  n ew  in stitution. 
M edium s aro  invited to  he p resen t, as  i t  will be chiefly 
a  m eetin g o f  m edium s, and m uch o f  th e  b u sin ess will be 
cond ucted  by Sp irits th ro u g h  th em . T h e  o b je c t is to  
establish a  “ C o lleg e  o f  M ed iu m s,”  in  w h ich  th e ir  re
spective facu lties m ay b e  cu ltiv ated  by m u tu al develop
m en t under S p irit direction . M edium ship w as never 
m o re plentiful th an  i t  is a t  th is day. M a n y  exce llen t 
m edium s aro ju s t  now under developm ent. T o  en cou rag e  
and brin g o u t such in to  public usefulness' w ill be the  
ob ject o f  th is n ew  com bination. I t  w ill also  provide 
seances, societies, and m eetin gs w ith su itab le  m ediums 
to  ofiiciato in variou s cap acities. E a r n e s t  S p iritu alists, 
who have th e  in terests  o f  th e  m ovem en t a n d  th e  pro
m otion o f  m edium ship a t  h e a rt, will be w elcom ed a t  this 
m eetin g .— T h e M ed iu m  a n d  D a y brea k , D e c . 2 ,  1870 .

C O M M U N IC A T IO N .
( R eceiv ed  D ecem ber  2 5 , 1 S 7 0 .)

“•Howbclt t h i s  sort goetli not out but by prayer ami fasting.” 
T h e  ch a ra cte r, w orks, and m ission o f  J e su s  is a  v e ry  fit 
su b ject on w hich to  teach  you th is  day on which 
C hristian s com m em orate  his b irth — o f  h is ch a ra c te r  we 
h av e before spok en, and need n o t r e ite r a te  w h a t w e have  
said. His w orks a re  a  su b ject on  w hich m u ch  difference  
o f opinion has ex isted  in th e  m inds o f  th o se  devoting a t
ten tio n  to  th em . B y  his w orks w e m ean  p articu larly  
th ose w hich a re  known as  th e  m iracles. A  qu estion  which  
all S p iritu alists  w ould do well to  ask  them selves is this, 
w hy is i t  th a t  m iracles such as  J e s u s  did a re  n o t  e x ta n t  
am ong us a t  th e  p re se n t d a y ?  A n y  o n e  who has  
ed u cated  his m ind on  th e  prin ciples w h ich  w e have 
ta u g h t you m u st be able to  an sw er th is  qu estion  fo r  him 
self. I f  ho is  n o t, le t  him  Btudy th e  life o f  J e s u s  and  
h o will find i t  co rre c tly  answ ered. H a v e  y o u  faith  as  
a  g ra in  o f  m u stard  se e d ?  D o  y o u  p ra y  a n d  fa s t  as  Je su s  
did? D o you seclud e yourselves from  th e  w o rld ?— th e  
w orld m eaning th o se  frivolous section s o f  so ciety , who 
live m erely  for th e  p re se n t and for th e  d electatio n  o f  
th e ir  poor perishable bodies n eg lectin g  o r  fo rg ettin g  
th e ir  im m ortal a n d  b e tte r  p a rt. T h e  h ealin g  o f  th e  sick  
to  which th is t e x t  re fers, is an  exam p le  o f  S p iritu al in
fluence th ro u g h  a  m edium , w hich an y  m em b er o f  th is  
circle m igh t p ra c tice  w ith su ccess. W o u ld  a n y  o n e  o f  
y o u  cu ltiv a te  a rd en tly  in  h is  ow n m ind, a n d  p ractice  
e n erg etica lly  tow ard s o th e rs  th a t  S p irit o f  love, o f  uni
v ersal broth erh oo d  and kindliness, w hich in  S crip tu re  
goes u n d er th e  n am e o f  ch a rity , an d  a k o  b y  fa stin g  o r  
feedin g on  a  v e ry  lig h t u n stim u latin g  d ie t a n d  avoiding  
th o se  cu rses  o f  a  S p iritu al s ta te  alcoh ol and to b acco , 
coffee, and such like, w ere  any o f  y o u  w e sa y  to  p la ce  his 
m ind and body on  su ch  a  reg im en  as  th is , y o u  would  
ipso fa cto  a t t r a c t  tow ard s y o u  influences o f  a  v e ry  high  
and pow erful ch a ra cte r, fa r  h ig h er indeed th a n  ourselves  
w ho could and w ould a c t  w ith en ergy , th ro u g h  you on  
th e  n ervous system s o f  th e  sick , and so  ch an g e th e  c u r 
r e n t  o f  th e ir  vital forces th a t  a  re tu r n  to  h ealth  w ould  
re su lt in m an y cases  ap p aren tly  in cu rab le . T o  b e  a  
pow erful healing m edium  several th in g s a r e  n ecessary  
w hich Je su s  possessed in a v e ry  high d egree. I n  th e  
first placo ho had larg ely  developed th is  fa cu lty  o f  g en era l  
ben evolence o r  love, and w hen ho h ealed , th is  w as usu ally  
d irected  to  a n d  co n cen tra ted  up on th e  sick  person. This  
feelin g co n stitu tes  th e  chan n el th ro u g h  w h ich  th e  heal-
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jug  Spiritual influence flow». B u t  th a t  chan n el m u st be 
free from im pu rities and ob stacles, su ch  as  w ould be and  
are necessarily cau sed  b y a  gro ss  heavy diet, w hich m akes  
the blood a  foul sluggish  cu rre n t, laden w ith a ll so rts  of 
foreign and effete  m a tte r  in stead  o f  th e  p u re, bright, 
bounding stre a m  o f  life b earin g  th e  very  essen ce o f  all 
th at is good in h u m an ity  w ith it. N e x t  th e  h ab it o f  
prayer is n ecessary  in o rd er th a t  th e  m ind m ay bo a t
tuned in to  harm ony w ith  th ose high S p irits  who a re  to  
a c t through th e  m edium . S o lita ry  p ra y e r  is, in eases 
where a  healing m edium ship is desired , m ore advisable  
than freq uent m eetin g  w ith larg e  n u m b ers o f  p ersons for  
devotion. H e  w en t u p  in to  a  high m oun tain  a p a r t  to  pray. 
M y friends, could y o u  b u t realize  th e  S p iritu al position  
of m an upon e a rth , y o u  w ould find n o t th e  slig h test diffi
culty in un derstan d in g th e  fa cu lty  o f  healing m edium - 
ship and m any o th e r m an ifestatio n s. T h e  m aterial p a r t  
of m an is indeed b u t th e  le a s t im p o rtan t item  in his con
stitution. T a k e  for exam p le, th e  n ervous sy stem . H ow  
little do yo u r physiologists know  o f  i t  and its workings. 
Y o u  m ay d issect th e  b rain , m ap i t  o u t in to  co m p art
ments, analyze i t  chem ically , weigh it  an d  n o te  th e  differ
ences caused b y disease in its visible and palpab le con
stitution. B u t , how m u ch  n e a re r  does th is bring you  
to a knowledge o f  w h a t th e  n ervous pow er is?  F o r  the  
nervous m a tte r  is  b u t th e  vehicle o f  th e  n ervous fluid as 
you call i t  fo r  w a n t o f  kn ow ing b e tte r . W ith o u t the  
nervous pow er w h ore w ould th e  whole sy stem  o f  m an  be ? 
The h eart w ould ce a se  to  b oat, th e  lungs to  expand, the  
digestive sy stem  w ould be paralyzed , a n d  th e  w hole body 
would be no b e tte r  th a n  a  s to n e  im age, incapable o f  
niotion, life, sen satio n  o r  a ctio n . B u t  to  influcnco th is  
“ the Sp iritu al e lem en t o f  m an ,” n o th in g  is so capablo as  
a stron ger b u t harm onious n ervous p o w er in a n o th er in
dividual. M ed icin es only effect th e  n ervous pow er in
directly and th a t  v e ry  doub tfu lly fo r  good, a n d  only in 
very excep tion al cases. A rtific ia l e le c tr ic ity  o r  m ag n et
ism  is in m ost cases  ra th e r  harm ful, an d  w h at good is 
attrib uted  to  i t  is  o ften  duo to  th e  u n con sciou s anim al 
magnetism  o f  th e  F rie n d  o r w ell-w isher, w ho o p era tes  in  
tu rn ing th e  m ach in e o r  w h atever a p p a ra tu s  is .u s e d  for 
generating th e  e le c tr ic ity . G o d  y o u  know  is a  Spirit. 
En deavour to  realize  w ith y o u r in m o st consciousness th a t  
man is in re a lity  a  S p irit to o . T h e  ou tw ard  ca sin g  th a t  
brings him en  ra p p o rt  w ith  th e  m aterial w orld , b ears  
but the sam e re la tio n  to  th e  re a l m an w ithin, as  th e  
crude m etal o f  w h ich  a  s team  en g in e  is  form gd, does to  
fhe m otive pow er o f  th e  s team . I t s  e las tic  pow er is th e  
soul o f th e  m ach ine, w ith o u t i t  th o  en gin e is b u t a  use
less collection  o f  w h eels, c ran k s, an d  bars, th o  stilam  is 
the life th ereo f, th o  S p irit th a t  m oves and anim ates tlie  
whole to  perform  th e  m arvels o f  m odern  scien ce , and  
brings th e  h ard  cold  insensible m e ta l in to  beneficial re la 
tion with, th e  desires an d  w an ts o f  m an. So le t i t  be 
with y o u ; en d eavou r to  b rin g  yourselves in to  th e  habit 
o f considering yo u rselves as  essen tially  S p irits  even now  
while in th e  body, and o f  looking up on th a t  body as th e  
slave and sorvito r o f  th e  m a ste r  S p irit th a t  (governs it, 
and used only fo r  a  p u rp ose , to  be laid asid e as  soon as  
th a t purpose is  fulfilled. A  m an  h as  on ly  a n  affection  
for Ins body in ro lation  to  th e  uses to  which i t  can  be 
applied by his S p irit. F o r  exam p le , w h at re g a rd  would 
you have fo r  y o u r  a rm  a f te r  i t  h ad  been c u t  off from  
your body ? Y o u  w ould see  i t  bu ried  in  th o  earth , w ith
o u t the slig h test r e g r e t  fu r th e r  th a n  f o r  th e  loss o f yo u r  
m ember which had b e e n  u sed  by y o u  so m an y y e a rs  for 
ao m any pu rp oses. Y o u  w ould be no less y o u rse lf  for  
the loss o f  y o u r a rm , y o u r  th o u g h ts , feelings, perceptions, 
and ideas w ould h e  essen tially  th e  sam e w ere  you to  
lose all y o u r lim b s.*  P u t  th e  m a tte r  in th is  lig h t before  
your minds a n d  y o u  w ill see  m o re  clearly  th a t  which we 
wibIi to  im press up on  yo u . T hu s to  r e c u r  to  ou r origi- 
ual proposition, disease m u st in  m o st cases  be con
sidered, ra th e r  in  re la tio n  to  th o  S p iritu al th a n  th e  
m aterial m an, a n d  m ay  b e  cu re d  w ith fa r  g re a te r  readi
ness by Sp iritu al rem ed ies th a n  by th ose th a t a re  p u rely  
fit+^l v  ' Son?e  p erson s a re  o f  cou rse , n a tu ra lly , m ore  
u tted  by co n stitu tio n  to  a cq u ire  th o  healing pow er th an  
others. B u t  i t  e x is ts  in  a ll th o se  who a re  a t  a ll suitable

w h n 1 ;^ " . 8. !lll!strl‘llon o i Oils occurs to  me. In tho well known fncttlm t thost 
Hen ¡ H  t !lolr rig h t nrm. write in tho enmo Amid-wrlting ns boforo, when a 
1 “  is fixed to tho stump.—Ku.

for advancem en t in g en eral S p iritu al developm ent, for 
a t  its ro o t lies th e  g re a t foundation and lev er o f  all pro
gress— L o v e . W ith o u t th e  earn est wish to  do good no  
person, how ever m agn etic , can  p erm an en tly  benefit a  
sick person, Je su s , you know w en t ab o u t continually  
doing good— brou gh t into co n stan t rap p o rt, c lo ser far  
th a n  an y  before o r  since have been w ith th e  h igher in telli
gen ces who con tro l this p lan et, by his co n stan t, earn est  
and h e a rtfe lt p ray er on  th e  lonely m ountains o f  Ju d e a ,  
his whole n atu re  budding and bloom ing w ith love to  God  
and its  n a tu ra l sequence love to  m an , his blood fed with  
th e  lig h t vegetable diet so suitable to  a  h o t clim ate (and  
w hich helps to  m ake such clim ates so well fitted for th ose  
who desire to  acqu ire th e  h igher d evelop m en ts), and w ith  
th o  clear, cold w aters o f  th e  m ountain stream s, lie w as  
both m en tally , m orally , physically and S p iritu ally  in th e  
b est possib le-con d ition  fo r  a h ealiii" m edium . I t  was 
n o t even n ecessary  for him to  to u ch  a p atien t,— virtu e  
w en t o u t o f  him a t  th e  th ou g h t o f love and p ity  to  the  
jioor distressed. A n d  y e t , people com plain o f  th e  ab
sen ce  o f  m odern m ira c le s ; ' m y friends we assu re you th a t  
m iracles— cu res  so called, w e m ean cu res  o f th e  ch a ra cte r  
o f th o se  w hich J e s u s  perform ed, m ight be done by any  
m em ber o f  th is circle . D o n o t m isunderstand u s . I t  
w ould n o t be a  work o f  a  few days o r  a  few m onths. B u t  
any one o f  you m ight b y a  p ersisten t edu cation , both o f  
body and m ind in th e  ten ets  o f  th e  faith in which we have  
train ed  y o u , a tta in  to  a  position in which th a t law  o f  
love which is th e  govern in g S p irit o f  th e  U n iverse would  
so work in and th rou gh  y o u  th a t its virtu o and pow er 
would pass from  y o u  to  an o th er w ith healing in its w ings, 
carry in g  re lie f  to  y o u r suffering fellow -creatures. H e re  
is  an am bition for y o u  evon on  e a r t h ! H o w  fa r  superior  
to  th e  accu m u lation  o f w ealth , o r  even th e.acq u isition  o f  
b a rre n  know ledge which can n o t b e  applied to  th e  benefit 
o f  y o u r  fcllow m cn. J o in  w ith us now for a few  m om ents  
in a  solem n and h eartfelt p r a y e r :— “ G od o f  heaven ! who 
e xistest n o t only in heaven b u t in th e  universe, and who 
lo vest m ost to  inhabit th e  hum an h e a rt w hen th a t  h e a rt  
b oats only w ith lovo to  T h y self  and its  b re th re n ! G od  
o f  all, look down on u s  th y  ch ild ren ; give us to  see th y  
w ondrous tru th s  w ith c le a r  and discerning eyes ; give us 
to  la y  th em  u p  in ou r h earts , to  feed on  th em  as on S p irit
u al m anna, th a t  shall nourish, and console, and fortify  us 
again st all e r ro r  from  th y  p aths. H elp  us to  look on  
o u r  bodies as  in stru m en ts len t by T h ee to  sub serve' a  
ce rta in  p u rp o se  and th a t 'o n ly , nam ely, to  bring us in to , 
ra p p o rt w ith ..m aterial th ings and th u s  accom plish th e  
first step  in ou r edu cation  in life. M a y  wo -see T h a t life 
as  a  p a r t  o f  Thee, as se lf-existen t and self-persistent, th a t  
being o f  T h ee  i t  has a  p a r t  o f thine a ttrib u tes  o f e te rn ity ,  
and once given, even T h yself ca n s t n o t break T h in e  e te r 
nal law s and ta k e  i t  aw ay. G ive us to  p rize th is life as  
T h y  g ift ter us, which can  never cease to  be, b u t m u st  
g ro w  till even tu ally  i t  becom es a  p e rfe ct flower, and  
tak es  its  p lace in th a t  b rig h t g ard en  th a t bloom s in th e  
fields o f  heaven, th e  Sp iritu al home enjoyed b y th oso who  
a re  qualified by th e ir  developm ent to  rem ain in a  n ear  
p roxim ity  w ith tho brightness o f  T h y  g lo ry .”  G od in his 
infinite m ercy , g ra n t both u s  and y o u  th o  pow er to  p ray , 
tho pow er to  lovo, and th e  pow er to  co n tro l ou r m inds 
from  a ll w andering and useless th ou g h ts, so th a t  wo m ay  
be indeed w o rth y  to  ad van ce in o u r  p rog ress tow ard s  
o u r  final goal. G ood night.

F o r g i v e n e s s — A  T u r k i s h  P a h a b l e .— “ A  trav eller, 
who spoilt som e tim e in T u rk ey , re la te s  a  beautiful 
parable, which w as to ld  him  by a  D ervish , and which  
seem s oven m o re  beau tiful th a n  S tern e ’s  celeb rated  
figu re o f  th e  accu sin g  sp ir it a n d  th e  reco rd in g  angel. 
‘ E v e ry  m an ,’ said he, ‘ has tw o  an g els, one on  his righ t  
shou ld er, an d  one on  his le ft. W h e n  h e  does anything  
good, th o  an gel on  his r ig h t  shou ld er w rites i t  dow n and  
seals i t ,  because w h at is  on ce  w ell done is done fo r  ever. 
W h e n  ho does evil, th e  an gel up on  his le f t shoulder 
m ark s i t  down, b u t  does n o t  seal i t ;  h e  w aits till  m id
night. I f ,  b efore th a t  tim e , th e  m an  bows dow n his  
head and exclaim s, “  G ra cio u s  A llah  1 I  linve sinned—  
forgive m e !”  th o  an gel ru b s th a t  o u t ;  b u t i f  n o t, a t  
m ijlnight he seals i t ,  a n d  th e  an g el up on  th e  r ig h t  
shou ld er w eeps.’ ”
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(Lo (ioiTcspondents.

Com munications f o r  insertion in  this J o u r n a l should be 
p la jn ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible, 

i fo t ' T m s I "  will be concluded in  o u r  next N um ber.

SPIRITUALISM HAS DIVINE AUTHORITY.

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O P  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O P  L I G H T .

D e a r  S i r . — In again  addressing yon on th e  su b ject 
o f  “ T au B e th ’s "  le tte r , I ilo so som ew hat relu ctan tly , see
in g  th a t  I m igh t have said m y say in on e le tte r, instead  
o f  trou b lin g you w ith a second, if  I had known I  should 
h av e been to o  la te  for y o u r D ecem ber issue. W ith  yo u r  

- kind perm ission, how ever, I  beg to  m ake a rem ark  o r  
tw o  on Ids proposition, as contained in th e  second letter, 
viz :— “ T h ere  is grou n d  for-su spectin g th a t th e  present 
in te rco u rse  w ith Sp irits is but p rep arato ry  to  the ‘ strong  
delusion.' spoken o f  b y P au l, <Sc.”  I n  reading over th e  
v e rse  referred  to  h ere , with its  c o n te x t, 1 m u st say th at  
I  a in siirp rise d .tlia la in a n o f “ T au  B e th ’s”  calab re o f  mind, 
w ith his reasoning pow ers, should have chosen so “ sandy  
a  foundation”  upon which, to  base bis a r g u m e n t; and  
t h a t  he should also have tak en  such a view o f  th e  mode 
b y which G od d eals with his children— fo r  to  a cce p t the  
m ean in g  applied by “ T au B e th ,"  to  th e  p assage referred  
to ,  w e m ust first adm it all th e  d octrines tau g h t by Calvin, 
v iz .:— “ T h at G od cre a te s  people, th en  deludes them , 
and finally punishes th em  etern ally ,fo r being deluded; or, 
in o th er words, th a t  an  Infinite and L o vin g B eing created  
finite beings, whom he deludes ( “ G od shall send them  
strong delusions") in to  com m ittin g finite e rro rs , and H e, 
th e  Infinite, punishes the p o or finite, ad-infinitum  (e te rn 
a lly )  for w h at he, th e  finite, coukl not, b y an y  law  o f  
G od o r  m an, a v o id ; unless th e  finite can  resist the  
Infinite. H ow  unlike th e  idea tau g h t us o f  G od by him  
o f  whom it w as said “ H e w ent ab o u t doing good,”  who 
also  said, “ H e  th a t hath seen m e h ath  seen th e  F a th e r  
also  ”, N ow , I  m aintain th at no a c t  in th e  life o f Je su s  
ca n  be said to san ction , in th e  most rem ote d egree, such  
a n  idea o f  G od. H is  life, which was a settin g  forth  of 
th e  divine principle, th e  highest em bodim ent o f  God in 
m an , m anifested by a c ts  o f  loving-kindness, and forgive
n ess, a  very  different idea o f  G od’s dealings w ith hum an
ity . H ow  th en , in th e  face o f  all this, and o u r  own rea
son to  guide us, can w e accep t such an idea o f  H im . 
B u t  fu rth er, if  “  T au B e th "  will tak e th e  trou b le to  read  
passages referred  to  (in  his reference bible) exp lanatory  
o f  th is passage he will find th at orthodox comm entators do 
n o t so r e a d ;  but th at th e  “ stro n g  delusions”  a re  “ to  
be s e n t,"  for reasons contained in 1st ch a p te r  Rom ans.
2-Ith and following verses. I n  referen ce  to  th e  doctrines  
ta u g h t (d octrin es o f  dem ons) unless you m ake th e  w ords  
o f  J e su s  o f  none effect, “ by th e ir  fru it shall y e  know  
th e m ,"  I  do n o t see how w e a re  to  be m islead ;  “  we do 
n o t g a th er grapes from  th orn s, n o r  figs from  th istles,”  
and as it is “  out o f  th e  fulness o f  th e  h e a rt th e  m outh  
sp eak eth  ; ’ and as  “  an  evil tre e  can n ot brin g fo rth  good  
fru it n o r a  good tre e  co rru p t f ru it ."  I  d o n o t  se c  so 
m uch dan ger o f being deceived bv th e  n atu re  o f  th e  
S p irit com m unicating. O n th e  “ m odus o p e ra n d i"  o f  
S p irit com m union both in form er and la t te r  tim es, I  am  
of opinion th at “ T au  B e th "  m ust be in th e  d a r k ; o r  
a t  least, im perfectly  inform ed, for h e  speaks o f  th e  m ode 
in th e  ap o stles' days, as being “  entirely  subjective,"  o f  its  
being a  w elling u p  within th e  m inds o f  th e  individuals 
u n d er th e  influence, and th ereb y prod ucin g (u np erceived ) 
th e .ev il effects re ferred  to  b y a i m ; and such as  the  
ap o stle  P a u l en u m erates in 1 s t ch ap ter R om ans. I  
th ink , how ever, i f  h e  refers  to  th e  12th  ch a p te r  o f  M att. 
2 2 ,  2 7 ,  2 S  verses, a n d  to  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  A p ostles, chap
t e r  x ix ., 1 2  to  1 6  Terses, (an d  m any m ore passages which  
m igh t be quoted , still s tro n g e r  and p la in er), he will find 
th a t th e  evil Sp irits in th e  tim e o f  Je su s , and o f  P au l, 
w ere  n o t a lto g e th e r to  su b ject ic e  for th e y  seem  h ere to  
have assum ed a  v e ry  objective  p o s i t i o n a n d  th e  fa c t  o f  
possession by an  evil S p irit seem s to  have been easily  
discovered, a th in g th a t w ould n o t have been so apparent 
to  th e  ob server, if  i t  h ad  been sim ply a  w elling up with
in th e  m ind, (b y  w hich I  p resu m  e he m eans, “ im pression,” )

o r if i t  bad been “ entirely  subjectiv e.”  I n  th e  p resen t  
day, as in fo r m e r  times th e  m odes a re  variou s ; through  
trance, ns in th e  case  o f  P e te r , (A c ts  x . 1 0 . )  B y  vision as  
in th e  case o f C ornelius sam e ch a p te r  3 rd  and following  
verses. T h ere  a re  also  seers, o r  th ose w ho see  a n d  des
crib e  Sp irits (a  m ode by w hich frien ds have revealed  
them selves and held converse w ith th e ir  frien ds still in 
th e  flesh) as in th e  case o f  th e  w itch ( ? )  o f  E n d o r . B y  
w riting in lan g u ag e  unknow n to  th e  w r i te r ; and also, 
in d ire c t w riting, such as in D an iel v. ch a p te r  5 th  verse. 
A n d  by im p ression  (p erh ap s corresponding to  “ T au  
B eth 's"’ “ welling up w ithin th e  m ind ;” )  also  b y clair 
aud ien ce, as in M a tt . 3 — 1 7  ; Jo h n  1 2 — 2 8 . B y  clairvoy
an ce, as  in M a tt . xvii. 3 . I  have th u s  fa r  M r . E d ito r  

•kept within tho hounds o f  scrip tu re , to  show  th a t  m odern  
Spiritualism  has divine a u th o rity  and san ctio n  ; and 
th a t it docs not m eet th e  req u irem en ts o f  “ T au  B e th ,” 
to  answ er to  th e  “ stro n g  delusion,”  re ferred  to  by h im ; 
but th a t in a lm o st all cases  o f  in terco u rse  w ith Spirits, 
m odern Spiritualism  has its parallel case  in  th e  scrip
tu re s  ; and h ere, I  beg to  leave th e  m a tte r , feeling co n 
fident, as tru th , fo r  tru th ’s  sake, is m y on ly  aim  and 
o b ject, ' th a t whether- it is found in th e  cre e d , of 
th e  M ahom edan, th e  H indoo, C ath olic, T rin itarian , o r  
U n itarian . I t  w ill p r e v a i l ;  say w h at “ T a u  B e th ,” o r  
I  m ay f o r  o r  against it.

I  am  d e a r s ir , w ith  th ank s,
Y o u rs  tru ly ,

IO T A .
----------- o------------

T H E  C E N S U S .

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O P  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O P  L I G H T .

S ir ,— T h ere is m uch to  be said  on  th e  d esignation  to  
be em ployed by believers in th e  fa c t o f  S p irit com m u n
io n , in th o  n e x t cen su s p ap ers. A  co rresp o n d en t sug
gests  “ U n iversalists .”  This te rm  is em ployed by 
m em bers o f  a b ran ch  o f  th e  C h ristian  ch u rch  ; who if  I  
am  n o t in erro r , hold w ith o th e r se cts , dogm as w hich are  
fading before th e  light now daw ning in a  ru d d y  sky. 
T hey believe in th e  d o ctrin e  o f  su b stitu tio n ; th e y  still up
hold th e  idea o f  bible in fallib ility ; th e y  w orship the  
le tte r  w ith a  m istak en  r e v e re n c e ; th e y  re g a rd  th e  col
lection  o f  m anuscripts as  being s tr ic tly  h istorical tru th , 
ignorin g th e  p o etry , th e  allegory, and th e  false tran sla
tions upon which have been developed false th eolo gy. 
S p iritu alists belong to  no s e c t ;  w e a r e  e c le c tic . W e  
hold th a t w hich is tru e  in all se cts . W e  in vite  all to  
ou r ran k s w ithout any confession o f  faith , o r  ad h eren ce  
to  creed s o f  hum an devising. O u r opinions a re  founded  
on facts  n o t on sp ecu la tio n s : th ese  fa cts  a r e  b efore  th e  
w orld and challenge in vestigation ; we know  th a t  S p irit
ualism  will u ltim ately  obtain universal cre d e n ce  ab sorb 
ing all sects, because it is e tern al tr u th . H o ld in g , as  
w e d o th a t a ll-ex tern al a u th o rity — o f  n am es,o f  th e  ch u rch , 
o r  even o f  th e  w ritten  word, m u st be given a  seco n d ary  
rank to  th e  w itness o f  th e  inw ard sp irit, I  can n o t see 
th a t U n iversalist will be com prehensive enough . I t  is 
well to  b ear in m ind th at althou gh Spiritualism  is  now  a  
te rm  o f  opprobrium , i t  will n o t alw avs be so.

I  am , Sir,
Y o u rs ,

A  B E L I E V E R  I N  S P I R I T  C O M M U N IO N .

MESMERISM.
N o. 3 .

H a v in g  briefly described th e  d ifferen t M e sm e ric  states. 
I  will now explain  th e  m ethod, b y w hich th e se  s ta te r , 
a re  induced, which should be th orou g h ly  u n d erstood  by  
th e  p ersons intending to  o p erate , b efore th e y  m ak e th e  
atte m p t. T o give a  fa ir  p ro sp e ct o f  su ccess , i t  is n eces
sary  th a t  th e  o p era to r  should have som e confidence in 
th e  ex isten ce  o f  in nate M esm eric pow er, th is  he m ay do 
w hilst still com paratively  ig n o ran t o f  . j t s  philosophy  
T he ex isten ce  o f  E le c tr ic  and M a g n e tic  forces in the  
atm osp h ere and in m a tte r , is p re tty  gen erallv  recognized , 
w hilst th e  orig in , and tru e  relatio u  o f  th ese  forces  
th e re to , is  b u t little  un derstood , so i t  is w ith M esm erism , 
an in tim ate  know ledge can  only be acq u ired  b v  exp eri-
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em 'c. A » s ta te d  in P a r t  1 ,  A  H e a lth y  O rgan ization  is 
a Prim ary C on dition , and no person  who is diseased, o r  
deficient in  n ervo u s en erg y , should nttcm pt- th e  o p era 
tion, I  w ould p a rticu la rly  cau tion  n o t only intending  
op erators h u t th o se  who in ten d  to  su b m it them selves to  
t|,eir inlluence, to  look to  th e se  p o in ts, fo r  both will 
sutler by th e ir  in frin gem en t. T hoso who com bine 
physical "e n e rg y  w ith, g r e a t  pow er o f  will, a re  th e  m ost 
successful. W h e r e  th e  o rgan s o f  F irm n ess , C om bativeness, 
C on ceu trntiveness and B en ev o len ce  a re  above th e  a v er
age, th e  p ossessors will g e n e ra lly  be ab le  to  inlluence  
successfully, a la rg e  p rop ortion  o f  th e ir  sub jects. Y e t  
in som e in stan ces th ese  fail to  prod uce th e  slig h test 
ell'cct on even d elicate  su b jects , alth ou gh  th e  sam e sub
ject m ay be read ily  influenced by p erson s o f  less M es
m eric power. C on gen iality  o f M esm erism  determ ines  
to  a g re a t e x te n t th e  cu ra tiv e  influence up on th e  patien t, 
“W here th e  sen satio n s prod u ced  a re  p leasan t and soothing, 
both o p era to r  and p a tie n t m ay be sanguine o f  success, 
but w here on th e  co n tra ry  th oy  a re  un p leasan t, o r  leave 
an y  excitem en t on th e  su b ject, it is b e tte r  to  d esist, and  
seek a n o th er o p e ra to r. M an y B io lo g ists  and M esm er- 
isers who a r e  v e ry  su ccessfu l in p rod u cin g  strik in g  
physical a n d  p sych ical ph enom ena, a re  very  b ad cu ra tiv e  
agen ts. T he c e n tra l id ea o f  th e  o p e ra to r  should bo to  
do as m uch good as  possible, th e  p h enom en a th a t  o ccu r  
in doing th is , a re  freq u en tly  m o re  in terestin g  to  th e  T ru e  
philosopher th a n  th oso th a t  a r e  prod u ced  m erely  as  a  
m anifestation, an d _o ften  to  th e  d etrim en t o f  th e  n erv
ously su sccp tn b lc-  su b ject. I n  m y ow n exp erien ce  
th ough n o t o f  a  s tro n g  p h ysical co n stitu tio n , I  have  
frequently su cceed ed  in p ro d u cin g  a  decided M esm eric  
state , and even tually  a c u r e , w h ere pow erful o p era to rs  
had failed to  p ro d u ce  an y  effect. T h e  read er w ho is 
assu red  th a t  h e  u n d erstan d s m y description  o f  the  
M esm eric s ta te s , should if  p racticab le  m ako his first 
essay on  ono w ho lias been M esm erised  before, o r  whom  
lie has good reaso n s to  suppose is a  su scep tab lo  su b ject, 
but he should avoid exp erim en tin g  upon a n y  p ersons  
who nre o f  a  highly n ervo u s tem p eram en t, o r  suffering  
from an y  n ervo u s disease, as  in su ch  eases conditions  
may be induced th a t  h e  n e ith e r  a n tic ip a te s  o r  u n d er
stands, and sh ou ld  he lose h is  p resen ce  o f  m ind th e  
patient w ould suffer. I f  th e  o p era to r  an d  p a tie n t have  
confidence in e a ch  o th e r  i t  is  b e t te r  fo r  th em  to  bo alone, 
o r if a  th ird  p a r ty  is  p re s e n t th e y  should s it q u ietly  in 
the back grou n d , an d  o u t o f  th e  ra n g e  o f  vision o f  th e  
op erator and p atien t.

B efo re  com m en cing th e  exp erim en t exp lain  to  y o u r  
intended su b je ct th a t  th e re  is noth in g to  fear, th e re  is 
neither d an g er o r  u n p leasan t sen satio n s to  bo a n tic i
pated, b u t on  th e  co n tra ry  a  soothin g and refresh in g  
influence. P la ce  y o u r  su b ject in as oasy a  position ns 
possible, e ith e r  in  a  high-backed ch a ir  o r  co u ch , w here  
th ere is  a  r e s t  fo r  th e  h ead  as  well as  th e  body. N e x t  
in a  prelem in nry exp erim en t, tak e  th e  su b ject's  han ds in  
you rs (s ittin g  a t  th e  fron t, o r  r ig h t side o f  th em ) and  
grasp th em  h olding th em  up w ards, tl i^ in n e r  p o rtion  o f  
yo u r th u m b  coverin g  th e  corresp o n d in g  p o rtion  o f  the  
sub ject’s, th e  fingers o f  th e  su b ject’s h an d being partially  
closed enab les you to  g rasp  th e  b ack  o f  th e ir  hand w ith  
yo u r fingers. F i x  y o u r  eyes stead ily  upon y o u r  p atien t, 
endeavouring to  focalize y o u r  g aze upon th e  pupil o f  
th e  r ig h t eye . D o  n o t le t  th o  eye w av er, b u t gradu ally  
increase th e  in ten sity  o f  y o u r gaze. I f  a t  th e  expiration  
o f  ab o u t five m in u tes th e  su b ject’s  th um bs feel m oist and  
cool, y o u  m ay  be sangu in e o f  su ccess . I n s t r u c t  y o u r  
p atien ts if  th e y  fee l a  desire to  close th e ir  eyes n o t to  
resist i t ,  and a  few  m in u tes a f te r  th e  eyes close, gen tly  
release th e  han ds and com m en ce m akin g passes from  th e  
head to  below  th e  rib s  passin g th e  han ds off to  th e  rig h t  
and left, rise  th e m  slow ly c le a r  o f  th e  body, to  above th e  
level o f  th e  head, b rin g  th em  to g e th e r  and rep o at th e  
pass. T h is should b e  done free ly  and gracefu lly , w ith
o u t an y  e ffo rt e x c e p t o f  th e  will w hich should realize  a  
steady desire to  p ro d u ce  th e  s ta te  so u g h t for.
. A f te r  th e  su b je ct h as a p p aren tly  succum bed to  y o u r  
influence, he w ill som etim es op en m s eyes and ap p ear to  
have th ro w n  ofl' a ll  th e  effects, b u t do n o t  le t  th is dis
co n ce rt y o u  in  th e  le a s t, k eep  y o u r eyes steadily  fixed  
on h is, and m ak e  slow  p asses all th e  tim e and you will 
gen erally  find th e  eyos reclo so  and rem ain  so. T h e  e x 

p erim en t m ay be continu ed for 2 0  o r 3 0  m inutes, 
acco rd in g  to. th e  stren g th  and p atien ce o f  th e  o p erato r. 
D o n o t be discou raged a t  a  first failure, I  know o f  m any  
in stan ces  w here n othing definite was experien ced  un til the  
second o r th ird  op eration . I f  th e  su b ject is at; all restless  
o r  excitab le  th e  following plan m ay succeed w h ere th e  
fo rm er m ethod w ould fail, viz., T ie  a  silk h am lcrch ief  
loosely roun d th e  eyes, placing th o  p a tie n t in an  easy  
s ittin g  position as before described, place both yo u r  
hands upon his head and keep them  th e re  with a s lig h t 
p ressu re  for ab o u t live m inutes, then gradu ally bring th em  
ov er th e “ forehead, very  n ? a r  h u t w ith ou t co n ta ct , down 
ns low  as th e  stom ach, and con tin u e to m ake passes as 
described before. I f  you fail to  induce sleep afte r  1 0  o r  
15  m in u tes’ tr ia l, do n o t occu p y m ore tim e fo r  th at p u r
pose 1ml (p resu m in g y o u r ob ject to  be cu ra tiv e ) co n 
c e n tra te  vo u r en ergies upon tho iinpartatiou o f  stren gth  
and n ervous en erg y  to  y o u r  patien t, m ak e lo n g  steady  
passes from  th e  head to  th e  hips, a n d  as  th e  hand passes 
ov er .an y  known weak p a r t t hrow  a little  m ore energy  
in to  it. T h e  M esm eric pu rative influence often  operates  
w ithout p rod ucin g an y  definite sen sation  upon .th e  
p a tie n t a t  th e  tim e o f  app lication , th e re fo re  to  give a 
case  a  fa ir  tr ia l, you  should persevere for a t  least a week, 
and carefu lly  n o te  an y  ch an ge th a t  o ccu rs  in the p atien t's  
condition. I f  th e  p atien t is b e tte r  e ith er as  regard s  
th e ir  pecu liar ailm en ts o r  g en eral h ealth , i t  should be 
sufficient in du cem ent to  con tin u e v o u r efforts.

W .  H . T.

| M i [ g .

FRATERNITY.

T h e  following C h a ra c te ristic  Poem , w as spoken by M iss  
L izzie  D oton , a t  th o  conclu sion  o f  ono o f  h e r  D iscourses. 
I t  w as given osten sibly , u n d er th e  insp iration  o f  Robert: 
B u rn s , and will w e think b e a r com parison w ith his 
e a rth ly  w ritin gs. W o  re p rin t i t  from  th e  B a n n e r  o f  
L ig h t  o f  S ep tem b er 1 7 , 1 8 7 0 .

Could ye but ken, ye sous o' men,
How truly ye are brithers, 

i c ’d make guiil speed to stand agreed,
Tho' born o’ various mithers.

Ane common breath, nnc common death,
Ane hnmc in Heaven above ye—

Vo ore the fruit frae one great n«it 
In the guiil God who lo’es ye.

All high and low, all empty show,
All envious differences,

Will fade from sight and vanish quite,
When men come to  their senses.

Knob living man works out the plan 
For which lie was intended,

And he does best, who will na’ rest,
Until his work is ended.

Vour ncebors’ blame, or sinful shame.
Should'gie your soul na' pleasure,

For while ye judge, wi' cruel grudge,
Vou (ill your nin sad measure.

The De'il liimsel’ could scarcely tell 
Winch o' ye was the b etter;

He wad be lnitli to leave ye, bnith,
While either was his debtor.

Here in life's school wi' pain and dool,*
Vou get your cducat ion,

While mony a trip and sinful slip,
Helps on the soul's salvation.

The unco skeighf wi' heads fall high,
Wha feel themselves moist holy,

Oft learn through sin, how to licgin 
True life among the lowly.

llaith you and I  may gang agley.J 
For 'tis a common fa ilin ';

But hauld away 1 wo need na’ stay 
A weepin’ and a wailin’.

Tho God aboon cares not how soon 
We leave our sins lichind u s ;

He does not hate us in that state,
Nor set the De'il to mind us.

And as for Hell o' which men tell—
I'm sure o' the opinion.

There's na' such place o' •• saving grace."
In all the Lords dominion.

And Hiose who rave, pair souls to save,
Wi' long faecd, pious tleechin',§



>

70 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

W i l l  f in « l  f u r  h e n c e ,  t h a t  common rente 
I k b e t t e r  t h a n  tnch  p r e a c h i n ' .

T h a t  w h i c h  y c  c u *  t h e  j x i w c r  o ’ l a w ,
I h b u t  a  p a i r  i n v e n t i o n  ;

I t  c o u n t s  t h e  <lec<l a s  e v i l  s c c t l ,
H u t  w i n k s  a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n .

C o i i l d  m e n  b u t  l i e  i n n i r  t r u l y  f r e e .
h i  n i l  t h i n g s  l e s s  r c s t r i c k c s l .

T h e  w o r l d  w a d  l i n d  t h e  h u m a n  k i n d  
W a d  n a ‘ l i e  h a l f  s u e  w i c k e d .

T h e  | ien t u p  s t e e d  k e p t  s h o r t  o '  f e e d ,
I s  w i l d e s t  i n  h i s  r o a m i n ' :

A n d  d a m m e d  u p  s t r e a m s  w i '  a n g r y  g l e a m s ,  
D a s h  o 'e r  e a c h  h i n d r a n c e  f o a m i n ’. 

T h e r e f o r e  ( 1  p r a y  t a k e  w h a t  I  s a y  
I n  s p i r i t ,  n o t  i n  l e t t e r . )  \

M a n k i n d  s h o u l d  b e  l i k e  r i v e r s  f r e e —
T h e  l e s s  t h e y ' r e  d a m m e d  t h e  b e t t e r .

Y o u  n e e d  n n ’  h e e d  t h e  g r o u s o m e  c r e e d .
W h i c h  t e l l s  y e  o ’ ( S o d ’s  a n g e r :

O n  N a t u r e ' s  p a g e  f r a e  a g e *  t o  a g e ,
H i s  l o v e  i s  w r i t t e n  s t r a n g e r .

( S o d 's  p r o v i d e n c e ,  i n  o n y  s e n s e ,
H a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o n e - s i d e d .

A n d  f o r  t h e  w e a l  o '  c h i c k ,  o r  c h i c l ,
H e  a m p l y  h a s  p r o v i d e d .

T h e  w i n t e r ' s  s n a w .  t h e  b i r k e n  sliaw ,||
T h e  g o  w a n  s ^  b r i g h t l y  s p r i n g i n g .

T h e  m u r k y  n i g h t ,  t h e  r o s y  l i g h t ,
T h e  l a v e r o c k s * *  g a i l y  s i n g i n g .

T h e  s p r i n g s  r e t u r n ,  t h e  w i m p l i n  b u m , f t  
T h e  c u s h a t f o n d l y  m a t e d ,

A l l  j o i n  t o  t e l l  h o w  u n c o  w e l l  
(*o < l l o ’e s  a l l  t h i n g s  c r e a t e d .

T h e n  d in n .u  s t r i v e  t o  l i v e  a n d  t h r i v e  
S a c  s e l l i s h  a n d  u n t h i n k i n ’ ,

B u t  f i r m l y  s t a n d ,  m id  l e n d  a  h a n d  
T o  k e e p  t h e  w e a k  f r a e  s i n k i n ' .

T i s  l o v e  c a n  m a k e ,  f o r  l o v e 's  s w e e t  s a k e ,
A  t r u s t y  t i e r § §  i n  s o r r o w ,

W h a  s p e n d s  h i s  gearl||| w i ’o u t  a  f e a r  
0 ’ w h a t  m a y  b e  t o - m o r r o w .

T h e  p r e a c h e r s  s a y ,  t h e r e ’ s  f a r  a w a ' ,
A  l a n d  o '  m i l k  a n d  h o n e y ,

W h e r e  a l l  i s  f r e e  a s  b a r l e y  b r i e ,
A n d  w i 'o u t  p r i c e  o r  m o n e y .

B u t  here  t h e  m e a t  o ’ l o v e  i s  s w e e t ,
F o r  s o u l s  i n  s i n f u l  b l i n d n e s s ,

A n d  t h e r e ’s  a  m i l k  t h a t ' s  g u i d  f o r  i lk  
“  T h e  m i l k  o ’ h u m a n  k i n d n e s s . ”

T h e  l i f t  n 1 x x > n * 3  w i l l  w e l c o m e  s u n e ,
T h e  w a y w o r n  a n d  t h e  w e a r y ,

A n d  a n g e l s  f a i r  w i l l  g r e e t  t h e m  t h e r e ,
S a c  w i n s o m e  a n d  s a e  c h e e r y .

B u t  w h i l e  t h e y  s t a y ,  m a k e  s m o o t h  t h e  w a y ,  
T h r o u g h  a l l  l i f e ’s  w i n t r y  w e a t h e r ,

U n t i l  a n e  b i c l d f S  a n d  c o m m o n  s h i e l d ,
S h a l l  h a u l d  y e  a l l  t h c g i t h e r .

A  R E A L  G H O S T  S T O R Y .

A t la s t  wo seem  to  have a  really  well au th en ticated  
g h o st s to ry . T h e  Leavenw orth Ind ep en d en t  o f  th e  2 1 th  
u lt.,  says— “ T h a t for ab o u t ten  y e a rs  p a s t, a  lady living  
in C raw ford  C ou n ty , F red o n in , lins had for a  com panion  
a  S n irit child , live o r  s ix  y ears  old in ap p earan ce . This  
faith fu l little  gh ost a tten d s h e r  w h erev er she go es, and  
h as been seen by n early  every  resid en t in F red o n in , a t  
one tim e  o r  th e  o th e r, following close behind th e  lad y  in 
question . In d eed , i t  has becom e a  com m on expression  
in th e  p lace  to  say , “ th e re ’s go es B ’s little  g irl.”  The  
lad y  has b ecom e qu ite accu stom ed  to  its p resen ce , and  
r a th e r  likes i t  th a n  n o t. F re q u e n t a tte m p ts  have been  
m ad e to  ca p tu re  th e  g h o s t ; b u t, i t  invariably eludes 
a r r e s t  b y  m eltin g  aw ay. O n ce on ly  has i t  been  seen  
a p a r t  from  th e  h au n ted  lady. S h o rtly  a f te r  th e  close o f  
th e  w ar, a  g en tlem an , who had ju s t  re tu rn e d  hom e from  
th e  arm y , w ith his wife and child , w as occu p yin g  a  room  
in  th e  h au n ted  lad y’s house. J u s t  a f te r  re tir in g  to  bed—  
a  lam p b ein g  lighted in  th e  room — a  child ’sfo o tstep s w ore  
h eard  on  th e  floor ; th e  gen tlem an  sp ran g from  h is bed, 
th in k in g  i t  w as his ow n child  m oving ab o u t, b u t found  
th e  li ttle  g irl safe in bed, w hile th e  S p irit child w ho h ad  
cre a te d  th e  d istu rb an ce w as seen descending th e  s ta irs .”  
— P a ll  M a ll  G azette, S ep t. 2 9 ,  1 8 7 0 .

•Sorrow, t Vory proml. t Qo astray. S ProylnR. I Blrclion grove. IFloworo. 
••Lories. ttEunnlng I,rooks. JJltovo. «F rien d . | Money. VVKnell. 
• 8 Heaven above, Shelter.

DEVELOPMENT.

" A m i  t h e  e n r t h  w a s  w i t h o u t  f o r m ,  a n d  v o i d  ; a n d  d a r k n e s s  w a s  
„ p o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  d e e p .  A n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  G o d  m o v e d  i t ;« i n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r s . "

M a s v  o f  th e  re ce n t discoveries in  G eo lo g y  have, m ore 
o r  less, tended to  d em on strate  th e  tru th  o f  th e  n arra tiv e  
contained in th e  1 s t  ch ap ter o f  G en esis. A  n arra tiv e  
perhaps unequalled for tersen ess, in  an y  kn ow n work. 
I t  is also  th e  only n a rra tiv e  which co n tain s  sufficient 
evidence o f th e  o rd er in which th is  w orld a n d  its in
hab itan ts w ere m ad e, being both co n cise  a n d  com plete  
in its ou tline.

B efo re  com m encing ou r in qu iry , how ever, I  m u st re 
q u est y o u r read er’s  forb earan ce and a tte n tio n  ; th a t  my 
th eory  shall n o t be pooh-poohed, w ith o u t som e li ttle  con
sideration , nor, on th e  o th er han d, acce p te d  b y  a n y  one  
w ith ou t th e ir  having calm ly w eighed t h e  evidence for 
them selves, so th a t  th e  points w herein th o y  differ from  
m e m ay h e  reasonably acco u n ted  for, and an y  om issions 
supplied to  th e ir  own satisfaction .

S tartin g  th en  a t  th e  p a rticu la r  epocli n o ted  in the  
v erse  above quoted , le t us see  if  w e ca n , in th e  short 
sp ace o f  a  single artic le , a rriv e  a t  som e id ea o f  th e  m any  
stages in th e  e a rth 's  p rogress, from  th a t  tim e to  th e  
p resen t.

G eo logy  go es to  prove th a t, from  a  h eated  a n d  gas
eous s ta te , th e  e a rth , a t  th is tim e, h ad  cooled sufficiently  
for Hie separation  o f  th e  land from  th e  w a te r. A ll 
scien ce also proves th a t  th e re  is  no su ch  th in g  in  n atu re  
as r e s t ,'o r  death . A ll is life an d  co n s ta n t ch an g e. The  
land and th e  w a te r  w ould th erefo re  n o soon er be 
sep arated , th a n  ch an ges w ould o c c u r ; decom position  
would s e t  in , giving rise  to  new  form s o f  life, which 
would, in all probability , b e  a  kind o f  fu n gu s, o r  lichen, 
and th u s com m en ce a  new  epoch in th e  w orld’s develop
m ent.

H e re ,.y o u  will p erceiv e , th e re  is  no g r e a t  g u lf  req u ir
ing to  be bridged. N o  sp ecial, n o r  a rb itra ry  e x e rcise  of  
pow er, b y th e  C re a to r  o f  th e  u n iverse ; b u t a  sim ple  
and n a tu ra l grow th  from  th e  on e to  th e  o th e r ; from  th e  
d ecay  o f  th e  m ineral, to  th e  b irth  o f  th e  vegetable.

This first and low est ty p e  o f  th e  veg etab le  world, 
grow ing, arriv in g  a t  m a tu rity , and in i ts  tu r n  decaying, 
would n ecessarily  p rep are  th e  w ay  for a n o th er s tep  in 
th e  g re a t lad der w e have to  ascen d. T h e  m in eral, still 
decaying, to g eth er w ith th e  m ould form ed b y th e  decom 
position o f  th e  first form s o f  vegetab le  life, w ould give 
rise -to  a  slightly h ig h er f o rm ; and so on , a n d  on, 
th ro u gh  coun tless a g e s ; each  su cceed in g a g e  giving  
birth  t o  a  h igher ty p e , in add ition  to  th e  con tin u al, and  
in creasing g ro w th  o f  all th o se  p reced in g  it.

T h is s ta te  o f  th in g s w ould con tin u e u n til developm ent 
h ad so fa r  progressed , th a t  th e  e a rth  w ould becom e  
cap ab le  o f su p p ortin g  a  still h igher form . A n im al life 
would now spring in to  existen ce , and a n o th e r , and  
g ran d er ep o ch  w ould com m ence.

B u t, in o rd er to  convey m y m eanin g m ore d istin ctly , 
I  e x tr a c t  th e  following passage from  D r. B ro in b y ’s 
le c tu re  on  “  C reation  v. D evelopm ent,”  w hich, to  m y  
m ind is a  very  forcib le illu stratio n  in favou r o f  th e  
l a t t e r :—

" W e  s e e m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a l l  s u c h  c a s e s ,  t o  d i s c e r n  t w o  s e t s  o f  
l a w s  i n  « i t e r a t i o n . -  B y  o n e  s e t  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  g r e a t  p e r m a n e n c y  
a n d  e o n f e r V i t i o n .  W h a t e v e r  m o v e m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  a n y  d i r e c 
t i o n  s e e m s  t o  h e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  m o s t  m i n u t e  g r a d a t i o n * .  V e t ,  
s u d d e n l y ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  n i l  t h i s  u n i f o r m i t y  t h e r e  b r e a k s  i n  a  
s y s t e m a t i c  s c r i e s  o f  c a t a s t r o p h e s  w h i c h  t h r o w  t h i n g s  a p a r t —  
b e a u t i f u l l y  s o — i n  w h i c h  s t a t e  t h e y  a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t i l l  
a n o t h e r  s e c u l a r  p e r i o d — a n o t h e r  iiiiignux anniix—s h a l l  c o m e  r o u n d ,  
a n d  a  n e w  o r d e r ,  h a r m o n i o u s l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  w h a t  h a s  g o n e  
b e f o r e ,  c o m m e n c e s  a f r e s h .

P r o f e s s o r  H u x l e y  h a s  a  r a t h e r  h u m o r o u s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
s u b j e c t — t h o u g h ,  b y - t h e - b y ,  l i e  e r r o n e o u s l y  c a l l s  i t  a n  a n n l o g v .  
H i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  : H e  i n t r o d u c e s  a  c o m m o n  
c l o c k  a s  a  m o d e l  o f  u n i f o r m  a c t i o n .  B u t  t h e  s t r i k i n g  o f  t h e  c l o c k ,  
h e  s n y s ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  c a t a s t r o p h e .  I n d e e d  t h e  h a m m e r ,  i n s t e a d  
o f  s t r i k i n g  o n e  o ’c l o c k ,  m i g h t  j u s t  n s  e a s i l y  b e  m a d e  t o  e x p l o d e  
o n e  h u n d r e d  w e i g h t  o f  g u n p o w d e r .  A n d  s o  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  c a t a s 
t r o p h e ,  i r r e g u l a r  a n d  l a w l e s s  n s  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  w o u l d  l i e ,  m i g h t  y e t  
d e p e n d  u p o n  m a c h i n e r y  a s  a b s o l u t e l y  u n i f o r m  n s  d o e s  t h e  m o t i o n  
o f  t h e  h a n d s .  T h u s  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  t w o  s c h o o l s  o f  c l o c k - t h e o r i s t s ,  
o n e  s t u d y i n g  t h e  h a m m e r  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  p e n d u l u m ,  w h o ,  
t h o u g h  o p jK is e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  m a y  y e t  b o t h  b e  r i g h t .  J u s t  s o  i s  
i t  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  u n i v e r s e :  t h e  g r e a t  c o u r s e  o f  n a t u r e  m a y  r u n  o n  
f o r  u n t o k l  a g e s  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  c l o c k - w o r k ,  a n d  y e t  a l l  t h e  
w h i l e  b e  r i p e n i n g  f o r  s o m e  p r e - o r d a i n e d  c a t a s t r o p h e  w h i c h  f r o m
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t l i c  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s m o s  w a s ,  a s  P l a t o  w o u l d  p h r a s e  i t ,  a n  

id e a  i n  t h e  D i v i n e  m i n d . ”

W c  m ay also c a rr y  th is  sim ile still fa rth e r, and follow  
th e  exam ple o f  th e  in sp ired w riter  o f  ou r te x t ,  b y  divid
ing th e  great- epochs in to  d ay s, w hich will convoy my 
idea still m ore c learly .

B u t  w hilst w e a re  looking a t  th is  new  e ra , listening, 
in fact, to  th e  strik in g  o f  th e  clo ck — which, in th is in
stance, tells  us w e h av e  b eg u n  a  new  day— we m u st still 
keep in m ind th a t  th e re  is n o ' g r e a t  leap m ade, th a t the  
hand o f  th e  clock  is still m oving on  in its  re g u la r  order, 
or. in o th e r w ord s, th a t  develop m en t has on ly  tak en  one  
slop, and th a t  th e  co n n e ctin g  links betw een th e  two 
epochs a r e  c le a rly  visible, if  w e on ly  lo ok  for th em .

Zoophytes aboun d, ev en  a t  th e  p resen t day, which  
puzzle ou r b est n a tu ra lis ts  to  classify. Aregetables, o r  
animals,— call th e m  w hich y o u  will— a rq  found, which, 
on being c u t  o r  b rok en , will w rigg le  ab o u t, and each  
piece will even tu ally  ta k e  fresh  ro o t, and re -p ro d u ce  in 
itself all th e  c h a ra c te ris tics  o f  th e  p aren t. A n d  th ese  
vegetables have m ou th s and stom ach s ; and th ese  an i
mals have roots, a n d  a r e  s ta tio n a ry  ! W h o  shall con
tend for a  special c re a tio n  h ere , o r  a  b reak  in th e  chain  
o f  progress, o r  develop m en t ?

A nd now w e h av e  ag ain  a n  exceed in g ly  in terestin g  
num ber o f links to  exam in e, in  th is  v ast, and e v er v a ry 
ing chain; a n d  to  t r a c e  th e  beau tifu l s tag es  o f  develop
m ent, u p  to  th e  h ig h est, w hich is  m an.

A fte r  th o  zoo p h y tes w e have j u s t  n o ticed , would 
follow oth ers o f  th e  sam e class, b u t  slig h tly  advanced, 
D ecidedly anim als now , a n d  p ossessing , in som e d egree, 
the pow er o f  locom otion .

T h ere is one rem ark ab le  sp ecies foun d in th e  sea, 
which is  all s tom ach . A n  op en m outhed bag, con
tinually exp an d in g  and c o n tra c tin g , a n d  in th a t  m an n er  
drawing its  food w ith in  itself, and th e n  digestin g it. 
B u t th e  g r e a t  p ecu liarity  o f  th is  c ro a tu re  is, th a t  it m ay  
be tu rn ed  inside o u t, a n d  will th e n  go on  ju s t  ns readily  
ns before, and w ith i ts  d igestive pow ers unim paired.

F ro m  th ese  lo w est ty p e s  u p  to  v e rte b ra te  anim als, 
very m any links in terv en e , b u t  I  v en tu re  to  say, 
there is n o t o n e  link o f  th em  a ll, e ith e r  lo st o r  o u t 
o f its  p lace, a n d  th a t  w e should be able to  tr a c e  th em ' 
if  ou r know ledge w as sufficiently exten d ed , and od r

1 lowers o f ob servation  sufficiently c le a r  and unbiased, 
nsects, m an y fishes and all C ru stacea w ould supply  

am ple testim on y.
A nd now , th e  h an d o f  th e  clo ck  all th is w hile m oving  

on, again points to  th e  h o u r  an d  v e rte b ra te  anim als  
are called in to  ex is te n ce . A  n ew  design o f  th e  g re a t  
arch itect is disp layed , an d  a ll anim als above th e  .o r 
der w e have j u s t  n o tice d , a re  h en ceforth  m ade a f te r  th is  
design.

The D u k e  o f  A rg y ll, in h is  g r e a t  w ork  th e  “ R eig n  of  
Law  ”  te lls  u s  th a t  all th e  bonea-in- m an , o r th e ir  ru d i
m ents, a re  to  be foun d in  all v e rte b ra te  anim als. T he  
tip o f th o  w ings o f  b in ls, and even th e  hoofs o f h o r s e  
contain th e  ru d im en ts o f  th e  five finger bones. N cce s- .  
sity alone causin g th e ir  developm ent, in an im al.^ req u ir-  
m g them  for use. O th e r  w rite rs  also  tell us tlm t w hen  
the n ecessity  no lo n g e r  e x is ts  fo r  an y  p a rticu la r  m em ber, 
¡t  again assu m es th e  ru d im en tary  form . F ro m  many' 
instances, we m ay n o te  in  passing, th a t  th e  ru d im en t o f  
a  wing, o r forearm  is foun d in  th o se  birds w hich nev er  
Hy, and in fishes, and sh ock in g  indeed to  believe, the  
rudim ent o f  a  ta il is  foun d in  m an !

Again I  m u s t ask , who shall co n ten d  fo r  a  special 
creation here, o r  a b reak  in th is  w onderful chain ?  F o r ,  
d these different anim als h av e  each  been specially created , 
why do w e find th e  sam e g r e a t  an d  beautiful design  
com prehended in  th em  a ll, even in  th ose anim als which 
we have seen ca n n o t possib ly re q u ire  th em  ?

B u t while w e have been th u s  busily exam ining n atu re  
m  rt* physical a sp e c t, w e h av e  qu ite n eg lected  its  
psychological, o r  m en tal o n e ; and if  developm ent is a  
tact, wo should— a ll o th e r  th in g s boing equal— bo able  
o tra ce  th e  sam e b eau tifu l g ro w th  in th is  as in th e  

physical. O th e r  th in g s how ever a r e  n o t equal, beenuse 
this is th e  in n er an d  invisible life, w hich can  n eith er be 
cu t nor dissected , n o r  laid b a re  to  o u r  gaze. W o  m ust 

herefore co n te n t oursolves w ith exam ining its  effects  or 
m anifestations, and ev en  th e se  w e shall n o t be able to

decide w ith such a c cu ra c y  and ce rta in ty  as  w e should  
like, from  o u r  v e ry  im p erfect know ledge o f  all th e  causes 
which produce th em . W e  shall how ever, in all p ro 
bability  be able to  tra c e  th em  w ith sufficient clearn ess to  
convince us th a t, w h eth er th e re  be special crea tio n , or 
developm ent, th e re  is a t  a ll even ts, a  con tin u al grand  
crescen d o from  th e  low est to  th e  highest types.

C om m en cing th is p a r t  o f  o u r  in vestigation th en  with  
th e  anim al kingdom , w e find th a t  th e  on ly  instinct 
possessed b y th e  low er form s seem s to  us, a n d  m ost 
likely is em ployed exclu siv ely  for th e  su p p o rt o f  life. 
E v e n  th e  p ro creatio n  o f  th e ir  kind does n o t e x is t  in an  
activ e  form . A ccid en t alone, in som e cases, th a t  is, 
aceid o n t so fa r  as  th e y  a re  con cern ed , and a  spontaneous  
g ro w th  in o th ers, ap p earin g  to  supply th is  deficiency. 
W h en  w e ascen d  a  little  in  th e  scale, wo find th is  de
ficiency supplied, and also an o th er in stin ct developed, 
w hich cau ses th e  anim al to  seek its  food from  [dace 
to  place. N e x t , th e  seekin g o f  shelter. T h en , in 
add ition  to  th ese , th e  p reying upon, o r otherw ise  
a sse rtin g  its  su p erio rity  to  all previous com ers. And  
th is desire con tin u es to  develope, th rou gh  maliy  
stag es , giviug its  ow ners in creased  facilities fo r  a tta in 
in g  th e ir  o b ject, and fo r  su p p ortin g life as  com fortably  
as  possible.

AVhen we com e to  th o  consid eration  o f  th e  highor 
anim als, w h eth er wild o r  d om esticated , wo II ml th a t they  
possess reason, and th a t  o f  no m ean ord er. In stan ces

5iroving th is a re  so ab u n d an t th a t i t  is un n ecessary  to  
well upon th em  here, but proceed  a t  on ce  to  th e  grand  

clim a x  m  n a tu re  ; which is m an.
H e re  again  wo e n te r  upon a  new  and glorious day ; 

and , for th e  first tim e, w e shall go  beyond th e  n atu ral, 
a n d  in clud e th a t  which m ay be te rm ed  th e  su p ern atu ral.

T h e  reaso n  which is developed from  th e  n atu ral, o r  
ph ysical body, w e have alread y  ad m itted  t o ’be possessed  
by anim als ; b u t m an, w e believe, possesses som ething  
fa r  h ig h er ; som ething which ren d ers him  capab le o f  
a tta in in g  to  g r e a te r  nobleness, and which tells him, w ith  
a  c le a r  and d istin ct voice, th a t to  w h atever h eig h t ho 
m ay have reach ed , he is able to  clim b still h igher ; and  
th a t, in th e  illim itable d istan ce , th ere  is no b a rrie r  w arn
in g  him “ T h u s fa r  s h a lt th ou  go, and no fa rth e r.”

I n  th e  beginning o f  th is g r e a t  d ay , when m an  was 
b o rn , th e re  is reaso n  to  believe th a t  only th e  anim al, or  
p h ysical p a r t o f  him w as ushered in to  existen ce , and th a t  
som e consid erab le tim e elap sed before “ G od breath ed  
in to  his n o strils  th o  b reath  o f  life, and m an becam e a  
living sou l.” W o  m ust, how ever, d efer th e  consid era
tio n  o f  th a t  question for a  fu tu re  a rtic le , and pass oil to  
th e  tim e, w hen th e  anim al body, w ith its accom p anying  
m en tal cap acity , h ad  advanced so far as  to  be in affinity  
w ith, and read y  to  rece iv e  th a t sp ark  o f  divinity w hich is 
called th e  soul. H av in g  th is now qu ality ; th is p a r t of  
th o  divine n atu re , m an lias becom e a  child o f  God. 
A n d  it  is  th is su p ern atu ral p a r t o f  him which gives him  
his h igh est and n o b lest desires and aspirations, and from  
which he derives his belief, in a  sup rem e pow er, and an  
a f te r  life.

B e fo re  conclu ding, w e will m ak e a rapid su rvey o f  
th e  links in th is w onderful chain , in o rd er to  see  
th a t  th e re  is rea lly  no b reak , b u t only an  in crease  in 
th e  beau ty , and an  ad van ce from  th e  sim ple, to  th e  com 
plex form.

F i r s t  th en  w e have in herent  life, in th e  m ineral king
dom  ; th en  visible  life in th o  vegetab le  ; th e n  visible life, 
w ith sensation  in th e  low est ty p e s  o f  th e  anim al ; n e x t, is 
added to  th ese, th e  pow er o f  motion ; n e x t  again , th e  
m o re developed instincts-, again , in th e  higher anim als  
w e have rea so n ; and last, and g ran d est o f  all, in m an  we 
liavo soul. T hu s wo see  each  successive link co m p re
hending all th e  facu lties  o f  th ose precedin g it, and som e
th in g  else.

I f  i t  be asked “  W h y  should m an  be th e  last link f 
th o  an sw er is sim ply becauso th e re  is no n ecessity  to  
form  new  ones. M an , having p artak en  o f  G od’s  ow n  
n a tu re , is  capablo o f  progression a f te r  he lias th row n oil 
h is anim al body. H e  con tain s w ithin him, ns we have  
alread y  seen, th o  pow er to  ad van ce th ro u g h o u t all 
e te r n i ty ; to  endless h e ig h ts ; and to  exp an d  and in 
c re a se  in  g lo ry , and profou n d  wisdom.

J . \V. I I .
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W H A T  T O  E A T  A N D  D R I N K .

E at  i s o  is one o f  th e  necessities o f  l ife ; but when, w haj, 
an d  how m u ch  w e should e a t, ev ery  m an  m ust s e ttle  for  
him self, sin ce  th e  suvans have failed to  ag ree  upon any  
sy stem . I f  w e a r e  governed b y ap p etite , and th e  sense o f  
ta s te 's tim u la te d  by .all th e  refinem ents and inventions o f  
g astron om y , w e a re  very likely to  e r r  on th e  side o f  g lu t
to n y , and b rin g upon ourselves disease. If, on th e  o ther  
hand, w e a r e  to o  abstem ious— but th ere  is so little dan ger  
o f  th a t, wo need not lak e tim e to  enlarge upon it.

E v en  th e  experien ced  tra in ers  o f th e  prize-ring can n o t  
decide what is th e  b est food for train in g m en up to  th eir  
g re a te s t pow ers o f  en d u ran ce. In  England train ers  
have a preju d ice in favour o f  m u tton -ch op s and u n d er, 
done b e e f-s te a k s ; b u t i t  is by no m eans certain  th at  
such a  d ie t is th e  best. T he R om an soldiers, who co n 
q u ered  th e  w orld, and built roads from  'Lisbon to  Con
stan tin o p le , and who w ere all train ed  a th le tes , m arching  
u n d er a  w eight o f  a rm o u r and baggage th a t few m en in 
o u r  day1 cou ld  c a rry , livetj on coarse  brown w h eat or  
barley b read , which th ey  dipped in  acidu lou s wine.

I n  ou r ow n d ay , th e  Spanish p easan ts  a r c  am ong th e  
s tro n g est and m ost agile m en in th e  w orld. So m e o f  
th em  will n o t h esitate to  tak e  a m ad bull by th e  horns. 
T h e  Spanish lab ou rer will work all day long in a m ine, 
o r  a t  th e  olive-press, o r  th e  w ine-press, un der a hot sun, 
and th en  dance h alf th e  n igh t to  th e  m usic o f  a g u itar. 
W h a t  does he live o n ?  A  p iece  o f  black bread, an 
onion, p erhap s h alf a w ater-m elon. Y o u  m ay see him  
dipping his piece o f  bread in to  a  horn o f  olive-oil, and  
th en  into som e v in egar m ade hot with pepper and g arlic , 
and ho is happy. Som etim es he g e ts  a  draught o f what 
wo should ca ll harsh , t a r t  wine, but n o t s tro n g . A ll  
th e  stro n g  w ine is sen t abroad.

T h e  S m yrn a p o rte r  w alks off with a load o f  e ig h t cw t.
I lis  only food, d ay  a fte r  d ay , is a  little  fru it— a  handful o f  
d ates, a few figs, a  bunch o f  grap es, and som e olives, l i e  
eats  no b eef,p o rk ,o r unit to n . H is  whole food does n o t co st  
him a  pen ny a-d ay. A n d  th e  clim ate a t  S m yrna is n o t ex 
cep tion ally  good, for th e re  th e  plague is a lm o st endem ic.

T h e  Coolie, living on rice , can  ou tw ork th e  n eg ro  fed 
o n  bncon, T h e  A ra b , living on rice  a n d  d ates, co n 
q u ered  a  good p a r t  o f  th e  world.

N o t on ly  m ay g re a t m u scu lar fo rce  and pow ers o f  en
d u ran ce  bo secu red  w ithout th e  use o f  anim al food, but 
g r e a t  m en tal en ergies ns well. F o r  exam ple, S t . G reg o ry  
fivod on  broad, herbs, and salt. T h e  g r e a t  S t. A m brose, 
o f  M ilan , lived in rigorou s ab stin en ce, and seldom  broke  
his fast b efore noon. S t . C hrysostom , called on  acco u n t  
o f  his eloquence th e  golden-m outhed, a te  one m eal a  day  
o f  bread a n d  herbs. S t. A u gu stin e lived on  pulse and  
herb s. S t. B ern ard , th e  ab lest and m ost influential m an  
in E u ro p o  in th e  tw elfth  ce n tu ry , lived on  coarse  bread  
softened in w arm  w a t e r ; and g re a t nu m b ers o f  th e  
a b lest and m ost em inent m en, in all tim es, have lived 
with g re a t abstem iousness.

A n  A m erican  w rite r  on this su b ject say s , “ W e  e a t  too  
m u ch . M an y people e a t b reak ast, lu n ch , d inn er, te a , su p 
p er— five m eals a-d ay, and fou r o f  them  h e a rty  ones, with  
variou s kinds o f  flesh m eat and p repared  disfies. A  m a
jo rity  o f  A m erican s e a t flesh th re e  tim es a-d av . Irish  
lab ou rers, who n ev er eat flesh a dozen tim es in th e ir  lives, 
co m e h ere ro sy  w ith health  and s tro n g  as  oxen . T h ey  fall 
in to  th e  hab its o f  th e  co u n try — e atin g  pork , drin kin g tea , 
eofloo, and w h isky— and in tw o o r  th re e  y e a rs  th ey  lose  
th e ir  rosy  cheek s, th e ir  c lear , b rig h t eyes, th oir s tren g th  
and en d u ran ce. T h ey  have sallow  skins, bad te e th , and  
rheum atism . T h ey  lay  i t  to th e  clim ate. I t  is to  be a t
trib u ted  far m ore to  th e  ch an g e in th e ir  hab its o f  eatin g  
an d  drinking. I f  Irish m en  who com e hero w ould live h ere  
-ju st os th e v  do a t  hom e, th e y  w ould n o t com plain o f  th e  
clim ate, t h e  sm a rte s t I r is h  w om an w e know  of— a  little  
woman who can  ro ll a  b arre l o f  flou r u p  to  a  room  in th e  
th ird  s to ry ,a n d  w alk te n  m iles, w ithout preju d ice to  a  hard  
day’s w ork— h as n o t ta s te d  m eat fo r  tw en ty  years, and  
lives ev ery  day on  a  little  bread and u pen n yw orth  o f  
m ilk boiled u p ’  w ith a  very  w eak cu p  o f  coffee.”

O u r  d ie te tic  refo rm ers do w ell in callin g a tte n tio n  to  
th is  su b ject. T h e  sto m ach  is th e  cen tre  and citad el o f  
o rg a n ic  life. I t  is w o rth  ns m uch stu d y and con sid era
tio n  a s  th e  lu n gs and skin.

fccturc II.
( B r  D n . R .  .T. IIallock.)

S P I R I T U A L I S M  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  A  S C I E N C E .

Passin g from  th e  in d u ctive basis so u g h t to  be estab
lished f o r  Spiritu alism , I  com e to  th e  con sid eration  of  
Spiritualism  itself as  a  scien ce . D efining scien ce  to  be 
a  system  o f  self-evident tru th , fa cts  o f ob servation  and 
exp erim en t, and th e  philosophy w h ich  cem en ts them  
to g eth er, th e  inquiry is, h as S p iritu a lism  a  j u s t  claim  to 
be considered a scien ce  ?

1 a sse rt th e  affirm ative, and am  read y  w ith th e  proof. 
T h e  self-evident, o r  p u re  scien ce— th e m ath em atics, so 
to  sp eak , o f  Spiritualism  is, th a t  max is a spirit. T h at  
th is is self-evident, is b ecau se, as w as show n in th e  pre
ceding essay , S p irit is foun d a t  th e  base o f  a ll  form , and 
within all th e  law s o r  u n varyin g m ethods m anifested  in 
form , o r  w h at is called m at to r. T o affirm , th erefore, 
th a t  ipan ¡a a  S p irit, is sim ply to  s ta te  a self-evident 
tru th  ; which, like th e  m u ltip lication  ta b le  o f  num erical 
science, has on ly  to  be rea lly  semi b y  all m en , to be 
accepted  by a ll. N ow , w hoever a cce p ts  th is  s e lf  evident 
tru th , m akes, by th e  a c t ,  a  logical s u rre n d e r  o f ' ‘all 
objection to  th e  possible m anifestation  o f  S p irit, and  
fairly  conced es th e  grou nd claim ed by -the S p iritu alist, 
which is, th a t m an, as  a  S p irit, does m an ifest himself. 
B u t th o  m ultiplication  tab le , self-evid ent tr u th  though  
i t  be, lias n o t only to  be learned as  a  task  by  children,, 
i t  m u st be undorstopd as  a, fa c t ,  dep end ing up on u n alter
able principles, b efore th e y  can  avail th em selves, to  the 
full, o f  its advantages. So o f  th is  tr u th  th a t  m an  is a  
S p ir i t ; w h oever ad m its it , and straig h tw ay  denies S p irit
ualism , furnishes th e  c e rta in  in dication  th a t  th e  b asic' 
tr u th , as  is so  o ften  th e  caso w ith th e  child ’s  task , has 
been beard o f  m erely , b u t never u n d erstood . T o accep t  
th e  ono, and den y th e  o th e r, is to  publish one’s profound  
ig n oran ce o f  both. B eliev in '/  m an to  bo a  S p irit, helps 
us to  th e  solution o f  no problem  ; knoiving  h im  to  bo so, 
gives us tho needed elem en t o f  p u re  scien ce w herew ith  
to  resolve all questions co n cern in g  him.

R estin g  upon th is self-ovident tr u th  as  a  basis, in 
th e  stupendous pyram id o f  facts, verified b y obser
vation  and in ference. T h o evidence is  tw o-fold . I t  is- 
both ab solu te  a n d  in ferential ; th a t is to  say , it is  ab
solu te, and th a t which is inevitably ded uced f r o m  the 
ab solu te . "We e n te r  up on a  Hold hero, o f  no com m on  
im p o rtan ce. I f  w h at wo shall find w ith in  i t  will bear  
tho te s t , th a t is to  say , if o u r  facts  do n o t tu rn  o u t  to  
be illusions, o r , if n o t in d icate  to  th e  senses, th en  is 
Spiritualism  th e  scien ce o f  w holly illu sory , if  th e y  p o in t  
really  in th e  d irection  th ey  sciences  —th e  deep sea  liuo 
w ith w hich to  fathom  a ll m y stery — th e n  has th is ago  
m ade a  con trib u tion  to  th e  w ealth  o f  hu m an know
ledge, tru ly  w o rth y  o f  itself— o f  its  g ran d  achievem ents  
in th e  realm  o f  physics.

In  tho sp rin g  o f  eighteen  hu nd red and fo rty -e ig h t, a 
f a c t  tran sp ired , w h ich , if  h isto ry  is to  be cred ited  ns a 
faithful reco rd  o f  im p o rtan t even ts, n ev er o ccu rre d  
before in th e  exp erien ce  o f  m an . D avid  F o x ,  a  m em ber  
o f  th e  fam ily o f  th a t nam e so p rom in en t in  th e  h istory  
o f  m odern  Spiritualism , e n tered  a ce rta in  c e lla r  in th e  
tow n o f  H ydosville, co u n ty  o f  W a y n e , and S ta te  o f  N ew  
Y o r k , and did th e n  a n d  th e re  in te rro g a te  c e rta in  sounds, 
as  o f  a  person knocking upon a  h ard  s u b sta n ce ; which  
sounds, i t  was know n, w ere n o t prod u ced  b y an y  visible 
h u m an  boing, n o r  y e t  b y any m ach in ery  o p erated  by an  
ord in ary  m o rtal secre ted  ab o u t th o  house. T h ese  sounds  
and o th e r  s tran g e  m an ifestation s h ad fo r  d ay s and weeks 
before aston ished th e  en tire  fam ily, elu din g th e ir  m ost 
diligen t search  to  d iscov er th e  cau se . In d ica tio n s, on  
on e occasion  previous to  th is, h av in g been observed by  
his m oth ers an d  sisters , o f  a n  in te llig en t d irection  to  
th ese  soun ds, D avid  F o x  addressed th e ir  h y p oth etical  
a u th o r in  th ese  w o rd s : “  I f  y o u  a re  a  m an , an d  on ce  in
habited th is  w orld as  I  now  do, can  n o t y o u  ra p  to  tho  
le tte rs  th a t  will spell y o u r  n am e, if  I  re p e a t th e  alp h ab et ?  
I f  y o u  can , please to  rap  th re e  tim e s !” T h e  suggested  
affirm ative resp onses w ere p rom p tly  m ade, and on  the  
fulfillm ent o f  his sh are  o f  th e  c o n tra c t , h e  foun d, ns th e  
jo in t p ro d u ct, a n  intelligible E n g lish  sen ten ce—  Charles
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j j  Rosina. T h is is  th e  fact,— w h at does i t  s ign ify?  
Certainly .a  hu m an b ein g  stood  re la to d  to  i t  as  a  c a u s e ; 
th at a t  le a s t is a  self-evid ent tr u th , if  th e re  be no o th er. 
U n pretend ing as  th is  e v e n t ap p ears in m ere  statem en t, 
it was an  en tire ly  n ew  th in g  in th e  exp erien ce  o f  m an ; 
and I  go back to  i t  fo r  th e  sake o f  an  in ference grow ing  
out o f  °th e sim ple f a c t  th a t  i t  w as now. W h a t  becomes' 
o f all th e  new  discoveries o f  f a c t ?  D o th e y  lead to  
nothing, and die o u t,?  o r  do th e y  n o t ra th e r  in tro d u ce  a  
new era , and w ork  a  com p lete  revolu tio n  in th e  direction  
o f (heir p ecu liar n a tu r e ?  T am  y e t  to  learn  o f a single 
instance o f  n ew  d iscov ery th a t  is w ith o u t th is  sequence, 
unless this be one, and if  so, i t  s tan d s  alone. W h a t wo 
call a fa c t is th e  form  o f  rt u s e ;  is i t  ra tio n al th a t  th e  
discovery o f  a use should lead to  no use ?  F ra n k lin  g o t  
a spark and a  slig h t sen sation  in  his k n uckles from  a  
common d o or-k ey  app end ed to  th e  s tr in g  o f  a  kite, p ass
ing beneath a c lo u a 'd u rin g  a  show er o f  ra in . C onsider  
the unending an d  p erp etu ally  g ro w in g  re su lts  to  th e  
race in all its  fu tu re , a risin g  o u t  o f  th e  new  fa ct , then  
for the first tim e  duly ob served , and le t  i t  stan d  as  th e  
tru e in dicator o f th e  profound sign ificance o f all new  
discovery in the rea lm  o f  tr u th  and fa ct . W h e n c e  com es  
th e  m agic o f th e  sim ple w ords w e p ron oun ce, C opernicus, 
N ew ton, F ra n k lin , F u lto n , e tc .,  e tc .,  b u t from  th e  m igh ty  
results grow ing o u t o f  th e  n ew  th in g s  th e y  b ro u g h t to  
lig h t?  T h eir nam es  w ere  th o ro u g h ly  com m on p lace  till 
then.

I t  is com m on in th e se  days to  h e a r th is question from  
the lips o f  som e co m p lacen t m ortal, who, p erch an ce , r e 
moves a c ig a r  from  his m outh , th a t  ho m ay give a  sh arp er  
point to th e  ph ysiognom ic exp ression  by w hich he would  
have th e  w orld u n d erstan d  th a t  he  has settled  th e  m a t
te r  long ag o ;— “ W e ll , g r a n t  all th a t  y o u  m ay  say  o f  
Spiritu alism ; w h a t u se  is i t  ? ”  D octors o f  D ivinity  
have been know n to  ask  it, and w ith an a ir  which indi
cated th e  consciou sness o f  having said a  g r e a t  th in g for 
the “ defence o f  th e  G osp el.”  T ru ly , th e y  have said  a  
very significant th in g , b u t w h eth er e x a c tly  the  th in g  
they suppose, is qu ite  a n o th e r  question . H e , a  m aster  
o f the science o f  G od , “ o f  whom , and to  w hom , a re  all 
things,” con ced in g  th a t  a  th in g  is, a n d  th en , by th e  very  
proclam ation o f  th e  qu estion , affirm ing th a ty t  is  o f  no 
u s e ! H e , a  D .D . o r  D o cto r  o f  G o d , and y e t  to  learn  
th a t a  th in g  is , solely by v irtu e  o f  its being a u s e !  I n  
the p ractical estim ation  o f  a  D o cto r  o f  D ivin ity, who can  
ask that question w ith th e  sm irk o f  infidelity upon his 
face, God n ev er m ad e an y th in g  b u t  an  old book, and r e 
quired help a t  th a t .  W ith  him , G o d  is  a  m yth — “ a  
good-enough M o rg a n  till a f te r  election  ” — an ideal D .D ., 
who never t r e a ts  p a tien ts  h im self and in his ow n way, 
but has m ad e him  th e  ch ie f  fam ily ph ysician , with all 
th e  m edicine a  h u m an  soul can need, piously stow ed  
away in his ow n evan gelical saddle-bags.

The p oin t I  m ak o is, th a t  th e  im p o rtan ce  invariably  
observed as a  re su lt o f  new  discovery, indicates, as  th e  
natural law  o f th e  series, a  corresp o n d in g  im p o rtan ce  to  
th e  one u n d er con sid eration . H a s  i t  n o t followed ? and, 
docs n o t w h at has  followed, in d icate  in ^ u rn  th e  gen u in e
ness and tru e  ch a ra c te r  o f  th e  th in g discovered ? D avid  
F o x , holding con v erse w ith th a t  im m o rtal, stood — w here  
every original d isco v erer  h as firs t stood — “ alon e w ith ; 
his fact and G o d  1”  B u t  on ly  a t  first. Soon, th e  fact  
grew  like ev ery  o th e r  tru e  th in g . T h e  “  g ra in  o f m u s
tard  seed ”  foun d soil an d  to o k  ro o t, and spread  far  
beyond th e  fam ily  th a t  first received  i t  in to  th e ir  bosom, 
and have w atered  i t  b y  a  life’s  d e v o tio n ; and i t  has 
borne fru it  ab u n d an tly . I t  is  good to  lin ger around  
th a t new th in g , u n til w e h av e  drank larg ely  o f its  signi
ficance, and in terw oven  its  in terp re ta tio n  w ith th e  fram e
work o f  o u r  th o u g h t. I t  is  n o t for th e  C h ristian  to  
advance th e  d o ctrin e , th a t  th e  good G o d  gives u s  facts, 
to  he ligh tly  esteem ed o r  m isu n d erstood , w ith safety  to  
ourselves.

I t  is to  bo con sid ered  a n d  duly w eighed, th a t  th e  facts  
witnessed b y  th a t  fam ily, have never been successfully  
im itated b y  an y  h u m an  co n triv an ce , n o r  explained by  
any m undane h yp oth esis th a t  h as lived beyond th e  hour  
°1 its b irth . T h ey  have a lik e  d isgraced  th e  solem n p ro 
nouncem ents o f  d o cto rs  a n d  divines, and refu ted  tho  
theories o f  “ to e-jo in t sn ap p ers ”  by raps, w hich have n o t  
only shaken th e ir  ad m irin g  disciples o u t o f  th e ir  fa ith  in

th e  new -born explanation ; b u t th e  very  h o u se itself  in 
which th e y  o ccu rred . N ow , i t  is b u t reason ab le surely, 
th a t th a t, which for to n  consecutive y e a rs , h as  triu m p h 
a n tly  refu ted  all exp lan ation  save w h at is offered by  
itself, should finally bo listened to  w ith resp ectfu l a tte n 
tio n . A n d  it  would also seem  ra tio n al, th a t if, during  
th is , th e  eleventh y ear, noth in g tran sp ires  to  refu to  th e  
said exp lan ation , m ore form idable th an  ex istin g  hypo--v^  
th eses, that exp lanation  should bo held as  conclusive. 
D eb ts have been pron oun ced b y ab le  ju rists , ou tlaw ed a t  
th e  end o f  seven  years. I  am  unable to  s ta te  th o  precise  
term s o f  the sta tu te  o f  lim itations which obsolotos a  
th eory  th a t  nev er did au y th in g  b u t dem on strate  tho  
ig n oran ce o f  its  founder ; but i t  is certain ly  liberal to  
suppose, th a t  a d ecen t re sp e ct for th e  opinions o f m an
kind, w ould dem and th a t  a  te n  y ears ’ failure should 
finally tab le it. I t  is n o t m erely  lu d icrou s1— it provokes  
th o u g h t as well as  m irth , th is solem n procession o f  d e 
fu n ct th eories, culled from  th e  very sanctu m s o f  scien ce  
and religion , w ending th e ir  w ay  to  th e  w orld’s “ recep 
ta c le  for d ry  rubbish,”  and keeping tim e, on its m arch  
th ith e r, to  w h at m igh t bo called in m usical p h ra se :  
“ T he R o ch e s te r  K n o ck in g  Q u ic k -s te p .'X j-S  th e r e 'n o t  
profound sign ificance in th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  D ung will n o t  
bo k ille d ?  W h o le  asylum s o f  th e  insane h av e  been  
hu rled  a t  its head. A ll th e  usual m eans, h ereto fore so 
oll'octive in sending th e  devil to  th e  righ t-ab ou t,-h ave  
been applied in vain. N ew sp aper bullets have been 
fired a t  it from  ev ery  ram p art th a t  could conceal a  foe, 
and th e  heavy ord n an ce  o f  scien ce and sectarianism , 
loaded w ith tw en ty -fo u r pound th eories, cram m ed  to  tho  
m uzzle with th e  g rap e  and can ister  o f  ridicule, s lan d er  
and d en un ciation , have been b ro u g h t to  b e a r ag ain st i t  
in th e  op en field ; and all to  no purpose, save to  injure  
th e  lead ers o f  th is furious on slaugh t, by th e  recoil o f  
th e ir  ow n a rtille ry .

S u rely  th is d efeat is n o t w ithout suggestion . I t  indi
ca te s  a  R ub icon which m aterialism  can n o t pass, b u t 
which all exp lo rin g  scien ce m ust, in o rd er to  find tho  
tru e  cau se  o f  its  invincibility, its  perp etu al life and  
grow th . I s  i t  n o t ju stifiable in th e  th in k er, a f te r  a  
faithful, b u t w holly unsuecessfull application o f  all o th er  
scien ce to  a  given  phenom enon, to  a cce p t th a t as  tho  
tru e  scien ce, which both causes and explains i t ?  The  
th in g done, and th e  know n facts  and law s o f  its doing, 
if  th ese  m ako n o t a  valid claim  to  th e  title  o f  science, 
w hat ca u  ?

B u t th is in exp licab le .k n ock in g is n o t th e  only fa c t  o f  
th e  new  scien ce, n o r  a r c  th e  good people o f R o ch ester  
tho only p ersons who have observed th em . T h ey  have  
been w itnessed th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld. I  have m yself 
seen th e  answ er to  a  question, raised in open daylight, 
in less th an  on e m inute, o u t o f  th e  flesh and blood o f  a  
w om an’s a rm  ! T h e  an sw er w as in fair, roun d le tte rs , 
accom panied by a  w oll-draw n diagram  to  illu strate  its  
d octrine. I  h av e  in m y possession, an  answ er to  a  
question, w ritten ’ with a  pencil tak en  o u t oi m y own 
hand by a  seventh  hand, w hen th e re  w ere  b u t th ree  
persons visible to  th e  senses in th e  room , and 1 knew  
tho e x a c t  position o f  th eir  s i x  hands. I n  com pliance  
w ith a req u est, I  have seen a  com m on-sized tab le  m oved  
w ith g re a t rapidity and force, in all directions ab o u t a  
room , when tn e  only persons visible, in stead  ol causin g  
its m otion by to u ch in g  it , had  m ore th a n  th e y  could do 
to  keep o u t o f  its  w ay. I  have' m ade o n e  of th ree  
persons, th e  o th er tw o heavier th a n  m yself, who stood  
upon a  tab le, a t  th e  sam e tim e, and w ere lifted d e a r  o f  
th e  floor ; th e  o th e r  six  o r  e ig h t persons p re se n t m erely  
sittin g  b y  and looking on. I  have had m ental questions^ 
answ ered by being p atted  upon th o  head b y a  p air  of 
h ard , m u scu lar hands, w hen th e  only oth p r p air  n e a r mo 
belonged to  a young lad y, a n d  th e y , du rin g th e  whole 
tim e, w ere firm ly hold in m y ow n. I  have been gen tly  
and caressingly p ressed  up on th o  back o f  m y ow n hand, 
b y a p air  o f  little  hands, as o f  a  child , w hen th o ro  w as no 
child belonging to  th is  w orld in th o  room , o r in tho  
house. I  have seen a  m an lifted , several tim es in su c
cession, c le a r  o f  th e  floor, with, n o o th e r visible hum an  
being w ithin f i ft e e n  f e e t  o f  him  w h ilst i t  w as being d o n e ; 
th e  tw elvo or. fo u rteen  p ersons who saw  i t  w ith m o, 
having no fa rth e r consciou s ag e n cy  in th o  m a tte r  th a n
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«im ply ob serving it . I  lmvo heard m usic, which w as de
light nil to  listen to  ( I  am  no ju d g e  o f  its scientific  
v a lu e ), from  a piano w ith its key-hoard  tu rn ed  to - th e  
wall, and its  own legs a t in tervals  heating tim e to  the  
m usic. I  |iavr heard “ H om e, Sw eet H o m e ” from an  
necordeon, V illi sw eeter effect than from  any other  
so u rce , while th e  in stru m en t w as being held upside down 
u n d er a  tab le, and by o n e ha n d  only, every  o th e r hand 
b ein g  upon  th e  tab le . -

T h ese , and a larg e  nu m b er o f  co g n ate  facts, have 
o ccu rre d  u n d er my ow n personal observation , n o t once  
o r  tw ice only, but m any tim es, and in th e  p resen ce o f  
living w itnesses who have testified  with m e, and who 
will testify  again , to  th e ir  tru th -an d  reality . A n d  these, 
lu- it rem em bered, form  som e o f  the item s o f  a  single  
ob server only. T h ey  have o ccu rred  in neurit/ a ll , i f  not 
all, th e  cities  o f  th e  civilized world, from  S an F ran cisco  
to  S t . P e te rsb u rg . F o r  th e  last teu y e a rs , every  new s
p ap er assertin g  its own freedom  on an y  o th e r  days o f  
th e  y e a r  th an  th e  tw enty-first o f  D ecem ber, th e  fourth  
o f  J u ly , and " j u s t  before e lectio n ,"  has published a vast 
n u m b er o f  sim ilar facts, observed under every  v ariety  o f  
circu m stan ce , and b y all classes o f  individuals. The  
p resen t sam p le is given .by w a y  o f illu stratio n  sim ply, o f  
w hat is m ean t by th e  positive evidence upon which 
Spiritu alism  re sts  as  a  science. C an  th ere  be a mind 
ab le, with th e  least resp ect to  i ts  m eaning, to  pronounce  
tin- w ord science, needing a n  au g m en tative exposition o f  
th e ir  tru e  im port ? T h ey  point th eir ow n significance 
m ore d irectly  than an y  arg u m en t possibly cam  M an is 
seen in them  alt. N o t th e  psychologically induced m an : 
not th e  unconsciously p rojected  m an  o f  th e  involuntary  
organ ism , stultifyin g his ow n consciousness and volun
ta ry  powers, to g e th e r  w ith all th e  observed facts  o f  
scien ce , by doing w ithout purpose w h at he can n ot do 
w ith, th ou g h  aided by all th e  m ach inery th at scien ce and  
a r t  have p ro d u ce d ; but m an from  beyond th e  grave, 
w ith w ill, affection, intelligence, ju d g m en t— everyth in g  
which co n stitu te s  a m an. n o t o m ittin g  th e  visibility o f  
portions o f  his S p irit-p rojected  body, and in som e in
stan ces , th e  whole o f  it. \Ve c a n  have n o o th e r  evidences  
th an  such as  th ese, o f  th e  presence o f  m an. under anv  
c ircu m sta n ce s : I  th erefore deem  th em  ab solu te  and con
clusive. I f  th ey  do uot m ake o u t th e  re tu rn  o f  m an. 
alive  and icell, from  beyond th e  grav e , how is it to  be es 
tab lished th a t a  m an ever retu rn ed  to  N ew  Y o rk  from  
L iv erp o o l, o r  an y  o th e r p lace on  e a r th ?

B u t again : th is tem p le  o f  scien ce, like ev ery  o th er  
solid s tru c tu re , is not a  “ d ry  w a l l i t s  blocks o f  gran ite  
a r e  cem en ted  by th e  fa cts  o f  in feren ce  and th e  cry stals  
o f  induction. A llusion  w as m ade in th e  previous L e c tu re  
to  additional evidence o f  this kind, som e o f  which m av  
n o "  be introduced. G all discovered  a  new scien ce  of  
m ind, and M esrner. a new  series o f  m ental powers. 
B oth  th ese discover-.cs in d icate  a  scien ce w hich is ab le  to  
com bine and classify th em  w ith its ow n fa cts— a  m ore  
com prehensive scien ce, w hich is Spiritualism . M esm er's  
ta c ts  a re  spiritual. H e w as th e  Colum bus o f  a  new and  
"virgin sp iritu al con tin en t, rich  in beau ty , a n d  prolific o f  
unim aginable use L ik e  his p rototyp e, he laid his new 
born fact a t  th e  tee t t>;‘ science, a n d  like him . w as rudely  
t  .ru st front Iter san ctu ary  by th e  p riests  who m inistered  
at h e r  a lta r. Mesr.-.e r . before th at au g u st acad em e. 
»  hose fiat was held to be life o r  death to  w h atever thitig  
: t  condescended to pass upon, is a  phenom enon w orth  
consid ering T h e  light it sheds is a  beacon , which m av  
help th ose who hat e eyes, to  s te e r  a cou rse . S cien ce  
h as no resp ect to -d a y  for th e  devision w hich sent 
M esrner a m ; his tact in disgrace' from  h er accred it
ed  trib u n al L i tt le  did th e  sup pliant w ho asked an  
im p artial'  invest-, gat ten and a n  hon est verd ict, o r  th e  
a n a * *  who dom ed him  both, d ream  o f  th e  resu lts  
w hich w ere  to  f.ow from  th a t new ly op ened fountain  
o f  tru th .

Ph ilosoph ers a n d  scientific gen tlem en w ho n ev er knew  
th a t  th e y  Veliev ed -In J f -s w e r im . un til th e v  h eard  o f  the  
“  R o ch e ste r  K ii-vk iugs. ‘ vwhich a f te r  a ll.'m u st be held  
a s  in  s c a n  degree p ractica l, since th ey  have c lo c k e d  the  
reev'guitk’C o f  tkat  c tec  th ro u g h  th e ir  sculls a t  last, w hen  
it seem s n o th in g  else  co u ld ), say th a t Spiritualism  is 
M esm erism . A n d  so. no d o u b t, it is . p r .  periv  s ta te d ;

b u t, w ith th e  a c cu ra c y  n atu ra l to  th a t  gen iu s and 
wisdom which does n o t know  th a t i t  a cce p ts  a  th in g  for 
tru e , until it becom es a  self-im posed d u ty  to  p ro v e  som e 
o th e r tru th  to  be false, th ey  have p laced  th e  c a r t  before  
th e  horse. H a d  th ey  said, M esm erism  is a  m anifestation  
o f Spiritualism , th ey  w ould have s ta te d  th e  p recise  tru th , 
w h eth er th ev  un derstood i t  o r  n o t. B u t  th e y  a re  n o t  
classed a t ail w ith its absolute proofs, th o u g h  th ere  are  
sciences, holding high ran k  in th e  w orld , re stin g  on  
bases not m ore solid th an  w ould S p iritu alism , had it 
no o th e r  fa cts  th an  th ose derived  from  th e  d iscovery  
o f  M esrner.

G all's  d iscovery recalled  th e  h u m an  m ind from  its a iry  
sca t  am id th e  visionary speculation s o f  th eo lo g y  an d  ex 
istin g  sc ie n ce ; and whereas it w as w ithout kn ow n form , 
and void o f  all ascertain ed  lo ca lity , o r  h ab itation , he 
dem on strated  it to  be o r g a n ic ; and boldly proclaim ed  
th a t it w as to  be known an d  studied only as  rc la te d  to  
su b stan ce  and form . W h a t a  s trid e  w as th e re  in the  
d irection  o f  tru th , from  th e  in conclu sive m etap h ysics o f  
th e  schools. A ris to tle , D es C artes, and L o ck e , have  
been in tu rn  worshipped and p ersecu ted , h o n ored  and  
disgraced, but finally fo rg o tten  iu th e  d em on strative  
scien ce o f  o rg an ic  m ind. W e  h av e  on ly  to  co n s u lt th e  
w orks o f  L o ck e , R eid , S tew art, and oth ers, ou ce  th e  very  
a u to cra ts  o f  .m etap hysics, to  in tensify  o u r  em otions o f  
g ra titu d e  for e te rn a l riddance from  a  m ou n tain  o f  incon- 
elusiveness, lifted from  ou r shoulders by th e  discovery  
o f  G all. In  giving to  m ind a  n ecessary  re la tio n  w ith  
su b stan ce and form , m aking su b stan ce an d  fo rm  a n  index, 
to  a ce rta in  e x te n t, o f  th e  ch a ra c te r  o f  m ind, w as indi
ca ted  th e  tru e  form  o f  a hu m an sou l— w h at Spiritu alism  
h as dem on strated — th a t a hum an S p irit is a  liv in g  m an, 
and is never sep ara te  from  form  aud su b stau ce . T he  
fo rce  o f  th e  tru e  in ference d raw n  from  th e  fa c ts  o f  
phrenology, is not w eakened in th e  leas t, by  th e  p ro xim ate  
conclusion , which seem ed to  lead to  M a teria lism , in stead  
o f  Spiritualism . I t  is tr u e , doubtless, th a t G a ll a n d  th e  
galvanic b a tte ry  have been th e  n a tu ra l a n d  in n ocen t 
cau ses o f  m o re  anti-S piritualism , th a n  V o lta ire  a u d  all 
th e  ap ostles o f  his sch ool. B u t  th is  only show s how  
n ecessary  it is for th e  stu d en t to  po n d er th e  a lp h ab et o r  
elem en tary  prin ciples o f  bis s c ie n c e ; an d  n o t to  im itate  
th e  u rch in s o f  th e  p rim ary  sch ool, who a re  p rou e to  for
sak e it fo r  th e  p ictu res  and fables, w hich childhood loves 
so well. T he blunder w as in confounding th e  m ach in ery  
w ith its  m otive pow er. M esm er’s  d iscov ery  reach ed  
behind, o r  r a th e r  w ithin, th a t  o f  G all, aud dem on strates  
a  pow er, and th e  e x is te n ce  o f  facu lties  ab le  to  m anifest 
them selves w hen th e  m ach inery w hich G all has verified  
is not in w ork ing ord er. G all discovered  a  g re a t f a c t ; 
M esrner found a g rea te r  one w ithin it.

A nd h ere again is seen th e  tru e  ten d en cy  o f  a  new  
d iscovery , no m a tte r  o f  w h at, provided it  "be g en u in e . 
Am  1 asked, w h at is a n  ab solu te  te s t  o f  tr u th  ? I  
an sw er, th at is th e  tru e  thought, th e  tr u e  science, o r  th e  
tru e  thing, th a t grow s e v er b road er, m o re  su b stan tial 
and conseq uential, th e  fa rth e r  it eau be tra ce d  from  its  
first app earan ce. T ru th , in w h atever form , p erp etu ally  
stre tch e s  out its  arm s to w ard  iufiuitv. I t  is am bitiou s  
to  fill th e  un iverse w ith itself. T he dim inutive ovum  o f  
th e  m erest sh.id. w ould fill th e  im m en sity o f  o cean  w ith  
its fishv life— \\ hv • B ecau se  th at insignificant form  is 
th e  body ot a divine reality , and h o p 's  t r v t u  m it st  GROtv! 
This positive in d ex o f  tru th , show s us a lso  th e  e r ro r  and  
th e  m istake. T h ese alon e eau w ith er and die, which  
show s th a t in th em selves th ere  is no life. N o th in g  but 
tru th  eau  successfully resist deoav.

P assin g  alo n g th e  s tream  o f  m agn etic  tr u th , w hose  
foun tain  M esrner had opened, w e co m e to  a phenom enon  
d eservin g  sp ecial a t  te n t m u. I t  first m et th e  pu blic ey e  
in. th e  m outh  o f  A u gu st, e ig h teen  h u n d red  an d  fo rty -  
seven. in  th e  to rm  ot a  large book, b earin g  up ou  its  
co v er those m vsteriou s w ords— "  R ev elatio n s, e tc .,  b y  A .
J .  D avis, th e  C la irv o y an t."  T he m erits  o f  th a t w ork  are  
u o t now te e  sp ecial th em e o f  con sid eration , b u t its  pro
d u ction . I t  is m a tte r  o f  ta c t , th a t ‘th e  a u th o r  w as uot 
tw en ty -cu e  y e a rs  o f  ag e  w hen his w ork was put to  press, 
th a t  he hag u o t even w h at is te rm ed  in th e  m ost liberal 
se n se , a  com m on school e d u ca tio n ; and th a t, a s  a  n eces
sary  conseq uence, m u ch  o f  th e  lan guage a u d  m ost o f  th e
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topics tre a te d  up on , m u st h av e  been new  and unfam iliar  
to  him a t  th e  tim e.

N ow , on th e  a u th o rity  o f  com m on exp erien ce, th e  
elem ents n ecessary  to  th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  a  w ork  o f sim ilar  
size, cousccutiveness o f  s ta te m e n t, scientific research , 
critical analysis, and v a rie ty  o f  to p ic— no m a tte r  w hether  
th e  d o ctrin e  h e  tru e  o r  false— I  say  to  produce such a  
work as  th a t, th e  e lem en ts req u ired  a re , vigorous m an
hood, w ith an  in te lle ct en rich ed  by fam iliarity  w ith th e  
su b ject o f  which i t  tr e a ts , and a  know ledge o f  science  
which is th e  usual r e su lt  o f  y e a rs  o f  stu d y . A n d  y e t  we 
see  th e re  a r e  w an tin g in th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  th is w ork, 
every one o f  them . T h e re  w as n e ith e r th e  ag e  n o r th e  
ripened sch olarship , w hich th e  laws' o f  lite ra tu re  dem and, 
to  be found as  a  p ro d u ct o f  tim e  and m ental c u ltu re  in 
th e  a u th o r o f  th a t  w ork . H o w , th en , is  i t  to  be ac 
co u n ted  for ? W h y  h as i t  n o t  been sifted, and its  cause, 
explained, by a  com m ission o f  scientific m en  ? I t  is a  
m ental prodigy unknow n to  th e  h isto ry  o f  book-m aking. 
To have scien tifically  exp lain ed  th e  m y ste ry  o f  its  exist
ence, would h av e  so t all sim ilar m ysteries in open day
light. T h e  sacred  books o f  all p eoples and ages, th e  in
spirations o f  p rop h ecy  and o f  gen iu s— all th a t  th e  world  
has deem ed m iracle , is  included in th e  tr u e  explanation  
o f  th e  origin  o f  th a t  book ; a n d  w ith it , red u ced  to  law, 
and th e  com prehension o f  scien ce. .Surely, h e re  is m at
te r  w orth y o f  in vestig ation , a n d  y o t, n o tw ith stan d in g tho  
parade o f  scientific con ven tion s and scientific discovery, 
th is phenom enon is n o t  a  m u sty  trad itio n  o f  w h at su p er
stition supposes m ay  have o ccu rre d  a n te rio r  to  N o ah ’s 
Hood, b u t a  p ies e n t  fa c t ,  and u p  to  th is hour, n e ith er  
scientific co m m ittee  n o r  individual ap o stle  h as  a ttem p ted  
an explanation . A s  if  scien ce  h ad only to  do w ith th e  
outside  o f  th in g s, o r  else h ad th e  pow er to  den y th e  e x 
istence o f  all th a t  i t  has n o t  explained . H ere in , has  
m ere sch olastic o r  ro u tin e  scien ce , dem on strated  its  
superficiality ; th a t  a  f a c t  o f  th is  m agnitud e could o ccu r  
in its very  p resen ce , a n d  u n d er its  m o st profound nose, 
and not a  m an am ong its  accred ited  ap ostles to  grap p le  
with i t ?  N o exp lan atio n  is  to  be looked fo r  from  th a t  
qu arter. T h ere  is n o “ savin g g ra ce  ” for th o  universal 
inquietude o f th e  m ind’s  m y steries, in  th ese  apostles. 
AVc know  w h ere  th e y  a re — i t  is n ig h t w ith  th em — th ey  
have gone to  r o o s t u n d e r  the c h u rc h ;  a t  least a ll th a t  
tho ch u rch  c a n  acco m m od ate, and th e  rem ain d er are  
snoozing w h ere  th e y  can , w ith a  volum e o f  V o ltaire  
un der th e ir  heads. W h en  I  likened th em  to  a  conclave  
o f  owls, I  did in ju stice  to  th a t  g e n u s ; all its  species th a t  
I  ever fell in w ith, c a n  tu r n  th e ir  eyes s tra ig h t ahead, as  
well as s tra ig h t b e h in d ; w h ereas, a  th orou g h ly  orth odox  
disciple o f  sch o lastic  scien ce, as  o f  sch olastic religion, 
can only look th e  w rony  w ay . I f  explained a t  all, i t  is 
to  be done by o th e r  m en  th a n  th ese, and th ro u g h  th e  
finding o f  o th e r elem ents th a n  belong to  th e  m ere  e x 
tern alities of. m a tte r , and w h oever does it , will have 
found Spiritualism . T h a t assertio n  reco rd ed  on  th e  six  
hundred and seventy-fifth  p ag e  o f  th e  book, th a t  tho  
tru th  o f  com m u nion b etw een  m en  in th e  body and spirits  
o u t o f  it , w ould, “  e re  long, p re se n t itse lf  in th^ form  o f  
a  living d em on stration ,”  a n a  w hich w as verified in less 
th a n  th reo  y e a rs , b y  th e  exp erien ce  o f  th ousan ds, is m ore  
th an  presum ptive th a t  th e  re a l ‘origin  o f  th o  book is 
sp iritu al; o r in o th e r  w ord s, th a t  i t  is  w h at i t  professes  
to  be, “ A  R ev ela tio n ,"  e tc . W e  a c ce p t i t  as a n  u n 
doubted fa ct , th a t  th e  p lan et J u p i te r  is an  inhabited  
world, on  in feren ces n o  m o re  solid and conclusive. I n 
deed, w h at can  b e  m o re  so ?

B u t th e re  is  a n o th e r  th in g  u n d e r  th e  sun, dem anding  
inquiry. D u rin g  th e se  days, th e  pu blic c a r , to  a  very  
large e x te n t, has been le n t to  children .

C hildhood a n d  childish in exp erien ce h av e  m oun ted  its 
rostru m s a n d  h aran g u ed  w ith o u t s t in t  o r  prohibition. 
G ra n t th a t  th is is o ften  w ith o u t an y  g r e a t  display of 
genius o r  o f  w isd om ; th e  tr u e  qu estion  i s : W hy a re  they 
th ere at a ll ?  and how  do th e y  m ain ta in  them selves in a  
position w h ich  w ould t a x  rip en ed  exp erien ce  to  th e  
u tm o st ? TJie p rofu n d ity  o f  s ta te m e n t is n o t now  th e  
Jio in t; all th a t  n eed  be said o f  i t  is, th e  public in terest  
indicates, e ith e r  un u su al ta le n t in th e  sp eak er, o r  u n 
usual folly iu  itself. B u t  i t  is a  now  th in g  for young  
girls and boys, o r  fo r  childish exp e rie n ce  even in th ose  
’vho a f e older, to  sp eak  as  th e y  a r e  kn ow n to . d o . . T h o |

m ere supcrficialist, in h o t p u rsu it o f  th e  sup ern al wisdom, 
and th e  sh arp  c r itic  who listens th a t  h e  m ay establish  
th e  im p o rtan t prin ciple th a t  th e re  can  be no tru th  in one  
d irection  w here th e re  is g re a t folly in an o th er, alike  
c o n tri te  to  overlook th e  rea l th in g con d u ctive to  th e ir  
ow n in crease o f  sp iritu al s tre n g th  and in tellectu al g ro w th , 
which is, as  above in tim ated , a  stu d y o f  tho law s o f  tho  
phenom enon itself. T h e  wisdom displayed is sim ply its  
in ciden tal. W h a t  has brok en down th e  n atu ra l b arriers  
o f  m odesty aud in exp erien ce, h ith erto  all-sufficient to  
restra in  childhood from  th e  u su rp ation  o f  positions 
sacred  to  gray -h aired  exp erien ce  and ripen ed wisdom ? 
G ran tin g  th e ir  ability  to  overleap th e  b arriers  o f  m odesty  
and n atu ra l diffidence, and th a t  th e ir  u su rp ation  o f  th e  
office o f  public te a ch e rs  is a  piece o f  b arefaced  im pu
d en ce ; that w ould n o t give th em  th e  acknow ledged  
ability  th ey  d isp la y ; indeed, th o  ta le n t is w holly incom - 

. patible w ith th e  supposed im pudence. T h e  tru e  m easu re  
o f  th is ability , i t  should be said in passing, is n o t  found  
b y com p arin g i t  w ith w h at F ran k lin , B a co n , P la to , o r  
a n y  o th er rip e  th in k er m igh t bo ju d ged  co m p eten t to  
say , b u t iii a  com parison with th e  w ell-ascertained  
n a tu ra l o r  o rd in ary  status  o f  th e  speak er. T h e  prim ary  
o b ject for scientific consid eration  is, th e  m ark ed  differ
e n ce  so often  observed in th e  sam e individual. I n  th ese  
cases, w h ere edu cation  o r  know ledge acqu ired  by e xp eri
e n ce  aro  kn ow n to  bo absen t, th o  ability  which, m ark s  
one p h ase o f  th e  individual, m u st arise  from  one o f  tw o  
causes, and both a re  sp ir itu a l;  th a t  is to  say , th e  speak er  
is e ith er m anifestin g inherent  spiritual pow ers, o r  else  
th e re  is a  sp iritu al ra p p o rt  w ith o th e r  minds from  whom  
th e  su p erio rity  m anifested  is d eriv ed ; b u t in e ith er caso, 
i t  is a  sp iritu al fa ct , produced solely by S p irit , en tirely  
in dependent o f  th e  ph ysical o rg an s as  a  m eans o f  acq u ir
in g  know ledge o f  ex tern al principles o f  th ings. T h e  in
sp irin g  so u rce  m ay n o t be clearly  indicated, but in sp ira 
tion i t s e l f  is as  certa in , as  th a t  vegetation  is inspired  
and quickened in to  g ro w th  aud m a tu rity  by th e  sun. 
T he tr a n c e  itse lf  is a sp iritu al phenom enon, and its 
fa cts  a re  sp iritu al, tr ie d  by th o  law s o f  both scien ce  
a n d  logic.

Spiritualism , th en , is a  science, by au th ority  o f  self- 
evident tr u th , observed fa ct , and inevitable d e d u ctio n ; 
having w ithin itse lf  all th e  elem ents upon w hich any  
scien ce can found a  claim . M oreover, it is th e  ali-com - 
prehensivo scien ce  o f  th e  sciences, w ithout w hich, all 
o th ers  a ro  incom p lete. T h e  in fe rio r , astron o m y, reveals  
to  u s  w orlds in space, determ in es th e ir  periods, fixes 
th e ir  lo cality , and w eighs th em  in a  balance. Tho  
su p erio r, Spiritualism , reveals to  us why these worlds are. 
I t  is th e  only scien ce th a t  c a n  give th e  la s t analysis to  
th e  universal why, and tran slate  in to  hu m an con sciou s
ness, th e  rea l significance o f  all that is . W h y  th en , in 
th e  nam e o f reason, should i t  n o t com m end itself to  th e  
lo vers o f  tru th  and certa in ty , tho w orld ov er ? S p irit
ualism  m u st resolvo th a t  why also, and th o  an sw er is 
read y— I t  does. E v e ry  tru th -seek er, be lie d o cto r  o f  
divinity o r  professor o f  th e  hu m an ities, loves S p iritu alism  
in th e  h e a rt o f  -hun, w h eth er ho know s it  o r  n o t ; and  
th e re  a re  m any such. E e c o llc c t , i t  w as only th e  ad v en t 
o f  Spiritualism -w hich lo t th e  w orld in to  th o  se cre t th a t  
i t  believed h i M esm erism . T h ere  is  a n  ou tsid e denial in  
m any cases, w hich, in te rp re te d  by a n  exp o rt, resolves  
itse lf  in to  affirm ation. T he beautiful tr u th  is self-com 
m endatory. I t  is addressed to  a  universal question. 
M an  lovos to  l iv e ; i t  proclaim s w ith th e  tru m p  o f  an  
angel— thou shall n o t d ie !  I n  tho life o i th o  anim al, 
m an m ay fo rg e t  i t ; in th e  life o f  trad itio n  and ch u rch -  
im posed creed s and ritu als , h e  m ay hate it, in  th e  life of 
fashion aud h o n o rary  position,- lie m ay despise and  
ridioule it , b u t in th o  life o f  th o  S p irit, h e  is  a  S p iritu al
is t. H o  who th in k s he has faith  in G od and heaven, 
and h a te s  Spiritualism  is a  ju g g le r  who ch eats  him self  
b y th e  adroitness o f his ow n tr ick . H e  who professes  
to  love science, and sh u ts  his ey e s  to  th e  fa cts  o f  S p irit
ualism , is false to  th e  nam e ho boars. H e  is a  tra ito r  to  
science, th ough th e  w hole alp hab et w ere p u t  u n d er co n 
trib u tion  fo r  abb reviations w herew ith to  exp ress  tho  
title s  and nu m b er o f  his h onorary  d eg rees. A n d  th e  
D o cto r  o f  D ivin ity  who denounces it , is a  gu a ck  in  
theology, th ou g h  ho o ccu p y  th o  divinity ch air iu tho 
highest in stitu tions on  earth .
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