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L o o k in g  o u t  in to  th e  w orld fo r  m anifestations o f  the  

religious p rin cip le  in  h u m an ity , w e a re  a p t  t o  feel like 

D iogenes se a rch in g  fo r  an  h o n est m an w ith a  lan tern . 

T he te rm  relig ion , is in its  o rd in ary  use a  m isnom er, 

being applied to  form s and system s o f  w orship, w herein, 

alas, b u t v e ry  l i t t le  p ra c tic a l  re lig ion  is m an ifest. T he  

religious sen tim en t, in n ate  in ev ery  hum an sou l, only  

req u ires favou rab le  cond itions to  m an ifest i t s e l f ; and  

th ese cond itions a r e  n o t  to  be found in  th e  artificial 

form s o f  e x is tin g  Christian ch u rch es . T h e  “  R elig ion  of 

th e  H e a r t ,”  a s  L e ig h  H u n t ca lls  i t ,  is  exp ressed  in  acts  

spon tan eous a n d  b eau tifu l. L o v e  and ch a rity  b eget 

a s p ira tio n ; a n d  th e  d esire  to  d o good is a  p ra y e r  for  

assistan ce  in  i ts  acco m p lish m en t, p ra y e rs  said  by ro te  

have no v ita lity , th e y  fall heavily on  th e  m ind and  

equally so o n  th e  e a r th . H e a v e n ly  asp iration s alone  

can rise  to  h eav en , b u t  e a rth ly  form s a re  o f  th e  earth  

e a rth y , a n d  a ll  th a t  em an ates  from  th em  p artak es  o f  

th e ir  n a tu re  a n d  r e tu r n s  to  its  sou rce . T h e  religion of  

C h ris t n eed s n o  co s tly  s tr u c tu r e  to  co n ta in  it , i t  can n o t  

be confined w ith in  ch u rch  w alls, its  p ra c tica l application  

is in o u r  daily  lives. T h e  m an who reco g n ises  God  

as his fa th er, a n d  m an  as  his b ro th e r a n d  endeavours to  

th e  b est o f  h is  ab ility  to  su sta in  th a t  relationship , is  a  

tru ly  re lig io u s m an . T o  be G o d ly , is  to  be G odlike, th e  
lovo o f good should bo accom p anied  b y th e  doing o f  

good, th is  in  e v e ry  d ay  life com p reh en d s a ll m an ’s duty. 

T he good disposition m an ifested  in m an, is  a  m anifesta­

tion  o f  tr u th  realised , o r  becom e life, its  v ita lity  is 

displayed in  th e  exp ression  o f  n o b le th o u g h ts  and th e  

doing o f b en evolen t ac tio n s . T h a t  C h ris t a tta ch e d  m ore  

value to  th e  doing o f  g o od , than th e  ob servan ce o f  

religious o rd in an ces , is  evid en ced  in  th e  p arab le  o f  the  

G o od  S am aritan , a n d  th is  p rop osition  is acce p te d  a t  

h e a r t  b y  th e  m a jo rity  o f  p rofessin g  Christians who 

n o m in ally  a c c e p t  a  co n tra ry  on e. L e t  u s  p re se n t an

son, this son is brou gh t u p  in a  qu iet o rd erly  m annor 

undor th e  fa th er's  roof, and having all th e  ordinary  

com forts  o f  life, m eets w ith few tem p tation s, ho has 
atten d ed  ch u rch  and Sunday school, perhaps with somo 

relu ctan co  while young, b u t as  ho reach es m an’s esta te  
com es to  look upon it  as a d u ty  duo to  God. H o  

pursues his p ath  th rou gh  life, a tten d in g  s tric tly  to  the  

ordinances o f  th e  ch u rch  and rep eatin g  g ra ce  and  

fam ily p ray ers  a t  his house, leading a  m oral life, 

adm onishing evildoers and scoffers a t  his religion, 

finally dying in th e  odour o f san ctity  and being buried  

w ith all ch u rch  honors. T he o th e r  in stan ce  th e  son of 

a  p o or tradesm an o r  m echanic tu rn ed  upon th e  w orld  

while y e t a  boy, to  stru g g le  am on g st adverse influences 

for a  living, surrounded by tem ptation s, b u t courageously  

resistin g  th em , he reach es m anhood ig n oran t o f  th e  
system  o f C h ristian ity  o r  any o th er form  o f w orship, ho  

passes through life w ithout en terin g  a  ch u rch , anil 
w ithout religious in stru ction  ; b u t on th e  o th e r  hand  

th e  religious a ttrib u te  w ithin him , causes him to  feel 

w hen surveyin g  the beau ties o f  n a tu re , an elevation o f  
soul and an  indefinable aspiration  tow ard s th e  living 

principle which cre a te s  and su stain s th em  ; actu ated  by  

th is  m ysteriou s pow er he will tu rn  aside from  his path  

to  help a  b ro th er in d istress, give from  his scan ty  m eans  

a  coin  to  th ose still n eed ier th a n  himself, lovingly  
w atch  by a  suffering child, and su stain  harm onious 

social relationship  w ith th ose he com es in co n ta ct w ith. 

H e  dies w ith o u t th e  S acram en t, o r  U n ctio n  o f  th e  

ch u rch , a n d  is un cerem oniously b u ried . W ill  an y  b u t  

a b ig o t say and say  i t  from  th e ir  h e a rts , th a t  th is m an  

shall be less in th e  life to  com e th an  th e  com fortab le  

ob sorver o f  religious ordinances ?  F r o m  o u r  exp erien ce  

o f  h u m an ity  w e th in k  n o t. I n  th e  kingdom  o f  m an y  

m ansions spoken o f  b y  o u r  e ld er b ro th e r a n d  g re a t  

exem plar, m an  shall b e  known b y  h is fru its , h e  who h as  

m ad e good u se  o f  his ta le n ts  w ill re a p  th e  fru its  o f  his  

good w ork, w h cth erjh e  ad v ertise  o r  n o ;  fo r  w h at a re  

th e  form s o f  religion  b u t a n  ad v ertisem en t ?  A d vertise- 

m en ts m ay p ay  in th is  w orld and doubtless d o so , b u t in  

th e  n e x t  w h ere a ll o u r  m o st p riv ate  business is  known, 

th e y  co u n t fo r  n o u g h t. T h e re , in  his in m o st n atu re
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sliino o r  sm oulder the bright and d arker actio n s o f his 

life, open to all who wish to read them , and no am oun t 
o f  form ulated prayers o r  priestly m asses can a lte r  one  

j o t  th e  condition o f  the spirit. M an's r?lig io u s n ature  
seeks expression a t  every  favorable op p ortu n ity , and its  

spontaneous m anifestations a re  th e  m ost elevatin g and 

ennobling; w hat society w ants is m ore p ractical religion, 

a n a c tiv o  religious olem ent in everyday life, the sup pres­

sion o f  selfishness and th e  cultivation  o f  brotherly  

love. Bishops, P ries ts , a n d  P a r s o n s ! sh u t u p  yo u r  

ch u rch es, sell y o u r  estates, and divide yo u r wealth 

am ong th e  p o or and needy, follow th e  exam ple o f  

J e s u s , live th e  C h ris t life, go  o u t am ong th e  ig n oran t 

and distressed, speak to them  o f th e  love o f  G od, 

‘n cu lcate  universal brotherhood and initiate i t  by 
tre a tin g  th em  as broth ers. Then wdl th e  old vitality  

o f apostolic tim es bo restored , and th e  pow er o f  the  

sp irit descend upon you in yo u r w ork. U n til you nre 

p repared  to do this, coaso to  a rro g a te  to yourselves the

th ro u gh ou t th e  c ity , th e  sub urbs, th e  co u n try , and even  
ad jacen t colonies, th ey  a r e  a s  y e t  in a  s ta te  o f  disin­
te g ra tio n , c u t  off from  in terco m m u n ication  and to o  often  
from  cen trifu g al in fluence, w hile n u m b ers lan guish  from  
w an t o f  know ledge o r  m em b ers, o r  b o th . In q u ire rs  from  
all sides lam en t th e  solfishness, o r  se cre cy , of th o se  who 
professing to  possess th e  lig h t th e y  s o  m u ch  d e sire , den y  
if, and deride them  b ecau se th e y  a re  p erfo rce  condem ned  
to  ig n oran ce and its  m ental sloths. T o  su p p ly th ese  
w ants, to  c re a te  a  union betw een th ese  s c a t te r e d  n erv e  
cells o f  th e  body p o litic , th a t th e  e le c tr ic  ra y s  o f  th o u g h t  
m ay flash alo n g  th ese  lines, to  ev ery  portion  o f  its  being, 
wo propose to  all frien ds and sym p ath isers th e  following  
plan :—
1. T h a t e v e ry  S p iritu alist fu rn ish  a t  h is  e a r lie s t co n ­

venience p articu lars  o f  his nam e and ad d ress , his 
inediumship ( i f  a n y ), th e  c ircle  he a tte n d s  ( i f  a n y ), o r  
if  h e  is  desirous o f  jo in in g  o r  fo rm in g  o n e , w hen and  
where m eetings a re  held— th e m om bers, th e  m edium s, 
and n a tu re  o f  th e  phenom ena, an d  sp irits  con tro llin g  
th em  ; to g e th e r  w ith in form ation a s  to  w h eth er th e y  
a re  desirou s o f  receivin g  new m em b ers, o f  e ith e r  or  
both sexes, o r  a r e  willing to  ad m it visitors,- approved  
by them selves.

ti tle  o f  Christian teach ers o r  servants o f C h rist. F o rm s  

and dogmas are but shells, tru e  p ractical religion is 

th e  kernel, the breath o f angels and the light o f G od’s 

spiritual sun is causin g i t  to  expan d, th e  shell will fall 
aw ay and tru e  religion will be revealed to  a  world 

which is hungering for it.

TO ALL TRUTHS EEKER8
O b o a k i z a t i o k  is tho g re a t Bign o f  p ro g ress, n o t its  

law  ;  a  n ecessity  o f  grow th , n o t  its  ru le r , i t  is  th e  m ate­
ria l exp ression  o f ideas th rou gh  which th e  fulfilm ent of 
function is atta in ed . I t  is developed, as  H e rb e rt  
S p en cer and A . J .  D avis show  us, from  surround in g  
needs, th e  dem ands o f  oxtern al a ctiv ities  upon u s— up 
to  a certain  point th e  indispensable engine o f  advance, 
beyond th a t  a  hindrance. F r o m  th is  reason organ ization s  
arise , perform  th eir d u ty , and, th a t done, should and 
m ust soon er o r la te r  fade aw ay. T h eir death , as  much 
a s  th e ir  birth , is a  festival, a n d  again n now revival is the  
tqkon o f un ceasing ascension.

Som e li ttle  tim o back , a t  a  M elb ou rn e c ircle , advanced  
spirits in terested  in th e  m undane progress o f  Sp iri­
tu alism , s ta ted , th a t.th o  tim e w as app roach in g w hen a  
new effort, by m eans o f  a  new organ ization , would be 
req u ired  to  supply th e  dem and for sp iritu al tru th , which 
th e y  described os a lread y  u rg e n t am on g A u stralian  
th in k ers. T h ey  advised w atchfulness and th ou g h tfu l­
ness, th ough n o t im m ediate actio n , prud ential p rep ara ­
tion  for th e  com ing s tru g g le , en erg etic  and unanim ous  
actio n  a t  th e  ap p roved  h o u r, an d  prom ised to  a ll such  
p ro je cts  pow erful an d  earn est assistan ce , and , if  wisely 
com m enced and con d u cted , pred icted  both m aterial and 
sp iritu a l su ccess.

T h e  p re se n t needs o f  Spiritualism  will bo universally  
ad m itted  to  be g r e a t ;  on  every  side, inquirers, e a g e r  and  
honest, believers, divided, b u t an xiou s fo r  fu rth e r in for­
m ation  an d  in stru ction , a r e  m oving roetless and u n satis­
fied. O rgan izatio n  we have n o n e, e x co p t th e  brave little  
L y ce u m , s til l  faith fu l to  its  ta s k ;  n o r is  a n  official 
s tru c tu re  req u ired  a t  th e  p re se n t m om ent. T h e  w an t is 
capab le o f  being com p letely  m et by o th e r  and less 
cum brous m eans, w h ich  a t  th e  sam e tim e w ould, if  
h ealth y  and harm onious, becom e grad u ally  a  pow er in 
th e  field. .

T h e  p riv a te  c ircle  is th e  soul o f  Spiritu alism , o r  ra th e r  
th e  b ra in  cells , th ro u gh  w hich a ll th e  h ig h er life is 
m anifested. P u b lic  circles a r e  e x tra n e o u s , m issionary, 
a n d  g en era lly  o f  a  less elevated ch a ra cte r, by reaso n  o f  
th e  m ore p o p u la r  and scep tical m inds a t  th ese  g ath erin g s. 
O f  asso ciated  p u b lic  efibrt, w e a r e  a t  p re se n t d estitu te , 
a n d  indeed su ch  a  body m u st alw ays be d ep en d en t upon  
t h e  m em bers o f  p riv a te  c ircles  for its  sup port. T he  
e iru le  i s  n o t  o n ly  th e  s tre n g th  a n d  safe ty  o f  Spiritualism , 
b u t a t  p re s e n t o u r  on ly  one. S ca tte re d  plentifu lly

2 . T h a t such p articu lars  be en rolled  in th e  han ds of 
som e tru stw o rth y  p erson  a t  a  c e n tra l s itu a tio n  in 
M elb ourne, and th e re  preserved in th e  s tr ic te s t  
p rivacy.

3 .  T h a t all in qu irers, in vestig ators, o r  u n a tta ch e d  S p iri­
tu alists , on  forw ard ing th e ir  nam es, ad d resses , and  
p articu lars  o f th o  phase o f  th e  p h enom en a th e y  d esire  
to  w itness, o r o f  th e  kind o f  c irc le  th e y  m ay  w ish to  
jo in , shall have th e ir  nam es forw arded to  su itab le  
circles  for th e ir  con sid eration  o f  th e  req u est. I n  th e  
sam e m anner, in qu irers in any d is tr ic t  m ay be b ro u g h t  
to g eth er to  in au g u rate  sean ces , and g e n e ra lly  to  
in vestig ate  th e  subject.

4 . T h a t in auy ca se  o f  m isdem eanou r, re p o rte d  by auy  
c ircle , an  a cco u n t o f  such co m p lain t be a tta ch e d  to  
th e  nam e o f th e  person com plained of, if  forw ard ed  to  
a n o th e r  circle.

5 . T h a t c ircle s , th ro u g h  th e se  m eans, m ay w hen desirable  
becom e co n n ected , an d  in terco m m u n ication  be en co u ­
rag ed  on a ll su b jects  o f  g e n e ra l in te re s t o r  im p o rtan ce  
such as  im positions, obsessions, and com m u n ication s  
from  d ep arted  friends, d esp atch ed  to  th o se  fo r  whom , 
th e y  m ay be intended.

6 . T h a t a ll such m a tte rs  be u n d er th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  
circles th em selves, th e  ce n tra l ro ll being m erely  for  
th e ir  serv ice  a n d  u se , su b je ct to  th e  dem and s o f  
privacy.

7 .  In  brief, th a t  th e  ro ll be as  a n  a g e n cy  to  w hich all 
in qu irers m ay be d irected , th rou gli which c ircles  m ay  
becom e u n ited , and w hich, finally, m ay he u sed  for  
a n y  o th e r  p u rp oses su g g ested  by c irc le s  fo r  th e  
ad v an cem en t o f  sp iritu al tru th .

T h ere  a re  m any m o re  ad van tages w hich c a n n o t b e  h ere  
en u m erated , b u t which m ay be read ily  p erce iv ed  to  follow  
from  such a  union, p ossessing all th e  ad v an tag es  w ithout 
th e  d an gers o f  an  organ izatio n  th a t  w e a o  n o t y e t  
req u ire , b u t which m ay be reared  upon a  sou n d  basis 
from  th e  whole m ass o f  S p iritu alists  so c o n n e c te d  w hen  
i t  shall have becom e n e ce ssa ry . M eanw hile, i t  is  th e  
d u ty  o f  a ll who have th e  m ain ten an ce an d  w elfare  o f  
o u r  glorious b elief a t  h e a r t  to  b estir  th em selv es a t  on ce, 
and w ith th e  d eterm in ation  to  p ersevere . T h e  lab our  
required  o f  th em  is sm all indeed, th e  p e tty  exp en ses  will 
n o t need sub scription s, an d  we confid ently  ap p eal to  ou r  
b reth ren  o f  th e  colonies to  lend us th e ir  fu lle st a id  in  
sow ing th is  little  seed, w hich depends o n  th e m  fo r  its  
su sten an ce  a n d  th e  fru it  i t  prom ises to  bear. I t  m ay be 
m igh ty— i t  m u st b e , if  a ll lend th e ir  a id . L e t  th em  
forw ard  th e  p a rticu la rs  to  W .  H . T e rr y , 8 0  B u sse ll 
S tre e t , M elb ou rn e, who u n d ertak es  to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  
sch em e, and will personally  an sw er a n y  in qu iries  
th ereo n , and , aided by a  frien d a n d  co-b eliev er, g u a ra n ­
tees  to  a ll w ho d esire  i t  p riv acy , a tte n tio n , an d  a ll  
possible a i d ,
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A  F A R E W E L L .

T h e  fo llo w in g  In sp ira tio n a l lines were ra p id ly  w ritten in  
o u r  p resen ce , at a  M elbourne C ircle  recen tly  : 

F a r e w e l l  ! I f  to  th e  soul of th o se , gifted  with the  
c le a r  sigh t, b efo re  w hich oven th e  veil o f th e  H eavens is 
rolled up , such a  word can  have m eanin g, o r existen ce.

F a r e w e ll ! T h e  cu rta in s  o f  life fo r  a  m om ent lifted, 
fall b etw een  us, and th e re  is only th e  vision o f  the  
vanished p rin ted  deep in th e  h e a r t 's  tre a su ry , entw ined  
with flow ers, a n d  fru it, th e  p ro g ress  and perfection  
prom ised to  th e  tru e .

W e  a r e  n o t, and w e w oro n o t, as  we y e t shall be, for  
th e  un ion betw een p lanes is only th a t  o f  assistance, 
d ictated  b y an  affection  th a t  e re  lo n g  m u st sev er them , 
united by a  h an d clasp  th a t  can n ev er p art.

I f  te a rs  s tan d  in th e  eyes th a t  strive to  p ierce  the  
su n ligh t’s shadow , i f  on th e  lips th a t  often m et, now cold­
ness hover, i f  in th e  bosom s w h ere th e  h e a r t  boats 
echoed a n d  resp ond ed— one,— to g e th e r  chim ing hours  
o f  good and p eace , i f  th ese  a re  brok en in th e  b ittern ess  
o f D eath , i f  th ese  a re  trie d  in p artin g , so a re  we.

T he land th a t  s tre tc h e s  from  th e  soils o f  p lan ets, in 
seas o f  sp len d o r w oye tw ix t sun and su n , knows o f  th ese  
sorrow s sw eeter th an  all jo y .

•It is n o t a ll b loom , th o ’ its  ro ses  glisten ,
I t  is n o t all lig h t, th o ’ no flowers fade,

I t  is n o t all son g , th ou g h  no e a r  can  listen  
T o  g r ie f  w hen such a  sym phony is m ade.

B y  m an y m ou th s o f  rev eren ce , and ra p tu re ,
B y  m an y  h e a r ts  o f  pow er, and o f peace  

T h a t linked clo se  each  to  each , in  h ig h er n atu re , 
S till so ar, 8till  c irc le , and still m o re  increase.

T h a t w e w ere  hu m an , is  a  b o ast, a  blessing,
T h a t w e a r e  hu m an , is  a  hope, a  tru s t,

F o r  a ll th e  G ood , th e  B e a u ty  now  caressing  
O u r souls above r ise  u p w ard from  th e  d u st.

A n d  te a rs  m ay  b e  o f  jo y , and tria ls , golden,
L ik e  dew drops in  th e  sunshine b rig h t and fair, 

O u r h e a rts , and o th e r  h e a r ts , b y pain upholden, 
L o o k  dow n n o w  faithful from  th e  u p p er air.

W e  w ould n o t  lose o u r  sorrow s, n ay , w e n u rse  th em , 
W h e n  su ch  as  th e se , no p artin g  is o f  pain,

N o  lo n g er do w e ra v e , o r  wail, o r  c u r s o t te m ,
T h e  p re s e n t loss is  b u t th e  fu tu ro  gain.

W e  say  farew ell, w ith hap py faces  lifted  
A b ove, still lean in g  on th e  m igh ty  b reast,

T h a t sp read s so  m o th er-lik e , to  low  o r  g ifted ,
A n d  giv eth  a ll a lik e  th e  s tre n g th  and re st ,

T h e  L o v e  D ivin e, w e know  th a t  i t  divides us 
T o  m e e t ag ain  up on a n o th e r  shore,

T o  day th e  seed  th e  sow er h a th  denied us,
T o  m o rro w  i t  will overflow o u r  s to re .

F o r  still th e  sow ing p ro sp ers, and th e  h arvest 
W a v e s  w eig h ty  from  th e  so ft and g en tle  sod,

A n d  th a t  w ith in  th a t  m oves i t ,  a n d  still carv est  
T h e  sh ell to  hold th e  k ern el,— it  is G od.

P a r t  w e a t  p ra y e r  tim e, fo r  all p ra y e r  is  holy.
P a r t  w e in  silen ce , a y e , and p a r t  in tears,

P a t ie n t  an d  faith fu l, ju b ila n t, y e t  low ly,
R e n t in  a  tr a v a il  th a t  th ro ' passin g years

L ig h te n s , t i l l  m e t on ce  m ore ou r pulses borrow  
T h e  old d e a r  g lo ry , an d  th e  old sw eet strain ,

A n d  H ap p in ess  an d  L o v e , e x is t  to -m orrow ,
A n d  w e sh all m e e t a n d  m ingle on ce  again .

F a r e w e l l ! a n d  w ith th e  W a tch w o rd  o f  o u r  s to ry  
W e  sa y  F a re w e ll , and bid y o u  f a lte r  not,

L o o k  up w ard, an d  look dow nw ard, yo u n g  a n d  hoary, 
Y o u  a r e  n o t  lo st , y o u  ca n n o t b e  forgot.

T h o’ w e d ep art, w h erev er y o u  a r e  strayin g ,
O u r  sp irits  live in  th ee  and m ore endeavour.

A n d  w e a r e  th in e , a n d  th ou  a r t  o u rs , still playing
• O n e  H a rm o n y  o f  L o v e  a n d  L ife  fo r  ever.

T H E  A N C I E N T  R E L I G I O N S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

An I m br essio n a l  W r it in g  R ec eiv ed  a t  a  M e l ­
bo u rn e  C ir c l e , F e b r u a r y , 187G.

CHAPTER HI.
Situation lias determined tho destiny of all nations in a greater 

or lesser degree, this was peculiarly remarkable in those systems 
of which we have spoken to you. Egypt from its central situa­
tion added to the mystical lore of the East a certain proportion of 
the Western Spirit which though not permanent was still n 
notable feature.

India in the days of its highest development when the religious 
system of which we have spoken to you was originated or 
inspired, was in communication with the greater portion of 
Southern Asia, i t  had even received a tincture of the Chinese 
Philosophy, which a t that time wns In its infancy.

I  have spoken in the work written while on Earth, of the 
various influences which combined to mould the character of the 
Grecian and Hindoo beliefs. These I  find on further research to 
be correct, and moreover capable of extension to more minute 
particulars. The comparatively isolated situation of China 
delivered it  in n  large measure from foreign modifications. The 
inspirations of Confucius and tho other mediums were pure and 
for their time, of gigantic elevation ; during tho transition of a 
Philosophy into a Religion, (for so we may describe the formation 
of the Chinese creed,) i t  naturally received many imperfections 
its outlines were blurred and distorted; its purer inspirations 
obscured. A gradual process created from a Bimplc Deistical 
code, a Polytheism of a degraded and involved nature. Its 
influence on the Hindoo belief was good, for it was then still a 
spiritual force and had not become so materialised as the 
centuries have since rendered it.

The despotism of the Egyptinn priesthood before referred to, 
wns mirrored in their creed and in  like manner, the more personal 
tyranny of Hindoo political rule became manifested in the Faith 
of Juggernaut and of the great Lama. In  both countries class 
prejudices pervaded all the various conditions of Life. Tho 
Egyptian has mot its doom, tho Hindoo lingers on to a slow death 
I t  arose earlier (in its simple form), than the Egyptian, but it 
received many after impulses. The Egyptian bccanie as it  were, 
solidified, complete in itself, settled in its errors, and so passed 
away. Bu t tho religion of Zoroaster in which is reflected the 
temperate habits, the stringent though certain virtue of the early 
Persians, the Chinese or Confucian system, to use the name of 
its greatest exponent, in its better days, and a later internal 
inspiration (Buddhism), have sufficed to  endow tho Hindoo 
belief with a greater degree of vitality than its sister creed.

B u t it  has now also become, and remained for centuries a  fossil 
of what it  once was. Its class distinctions, its inflexible 
dogmatism, and its popular degradation doom i t  to a speedy 
decay. The inspirations it  is still capable of receiving are beyond 
it . Divisions arise, its own magnitude and differences rend it 
asunder, and it must soon follow its gloomy brethren to the tom}).

The Hindoos however are a Spiritual race, and by the various 
Media they already possess, ore now to all appearances 
fitted for the reception of higher truths ; there is no doubt but 
that this will bo given to them. Truth is like water, i t  must find 
its level, though different from it, since i t  seeks a greater 
elevation rather than a more speedy decline.' Tho Chinese belief 
is  not distorted by those torrible aspects of Nature whioh had so 
powerful an effect upon the bloody religion of Hindostan, nor 
on the other hand, was i t  elevated by tho perception of tho 
Beautiful, which makes the Grecian still the Religion of A rt and 
Artists. A pleasant land of plain, river and jungle, the natural 
configuration merely contributed to their F a ith  in the benevolence 
of the Supreme. This race which lingers among civilised men, 
even as horses and dogs do, tor in  respect to the higher 
Caucasian they hold something of this relation, live 
because of their usefulness, and are likely to remain, their 
probable course of development lower than the Hindoo, 
yot perhaps more lasting. The distinction between the races of 
men will in  course of time, according to tho principles of
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Evolution, become more nnd more marked. Hie nationalities with 
their several characteristics will separate, to blend ; for all truly 
great races contain many elements. For this reason the American 
being a blending of all European nations, promises to take a high 
Stand, when generation» have mingled and harmonised the 
conflicting influences. The nations of Europe or the western 
half of. it need a re-arrangement, the greater heterogeneity we 
have spoken of, will precede a union which promises to contain 
the constituents of a rival race. But in the regions of prophecy 
nnd sjKCulalion we are guided, vague or improbable ns these 
conclusions may seem, by the examples nnd teachings of the past. 
Instances will lie presented to you on consideration bearing out 
what we have said, but the general tenor and explanation of these 
facts we must leave till another time.

Suffice it  you to remember that there is no factor of existence 
unworthy or insignificant. The book of Humanity must be 
supplemented by the book of Nature, ere its history is complete. 
In the action, re-action nnd interaction of mind and matter, and 
the cumulation, perception and dcvelopcmcnt of those principles 
which underlie nil existence, is to be found the only true solution 
of the Enigma of Life. Best assured that to an intelligence 
capable of grasping the primary causes of belief, the progress of 
mankind and even the simplest nnd most trivial facts now- 
existing, become recognised ns the necessary, unavoidable nnd 
natural results of all that has gone before. To understand this 
Harmony, to rend aright this problem of the Universe, is a human 
task, and one that may 1« accomplished by immortal souls, a t no 
very far distant future.

OHAPTElt IV .
Following the course of time History reveals to us the shapes of 

various religious systems of which the antiquity is evidently 
remote, such ns the Scandinavian, nnd German, the Artec nnd 
Peruvian which are like their Eastern brethern, notable for the 
influence of climnte or of the particular aspect of Nature under 
which they were developed. The Artec is akin to the Hindoo, 
the Peruvian more closely resembles the Persian, the former is 
the more repulsive, bloody and tyrannical; the latter though 
enveloped in dark rites and ceremonies is of a purer temperament.

The Scandinavian nnd German are closely linked together, nnd 
represent a more direct approach to the Grecian in their form, to 
the Hindoo in spirit. The striking effect of the Northern 
atmosphere is plainly visible in its greater freedom from lites, 
its more brutal nnd active olements of animalism.

The belief of the North American Indians is a simple creed, 
fashioned as the Persian was from the dual forces of Nature, 
the divided reign of Summer and Winter, Day and Night, but in 
n large measure free from the weight of a priesthood, nnd in 
communion with a more kindly manifestation of Nature ; their 
belief is of a less composite and less human character, approach­
ing in some respects to'a certain rude pathos and purity.

But in all these lesser forms the evolution is easily apparent by 
which from the deification of the forces of Nature they rose to  their 
humanization, a connection with invisible beings like themselves, 
tho supposed immortality of their greatest, gradually becoming 
more Democratic, grasps the Immortality of all, and the opposing 
elements above referred to, constituting two of the supposed 
greatest powers, inaugurate the slow growth, of a system of rites 
or tyranny to which we have so often alluded, the formation of 
a Priesthood, the inculcation of Dogma, religious persecution, and 
all attendant evils. No matter to which of them wo turn 
however much they may be divided in Time or Space, we find the 
same elements the objects of worship, the same Gods created 
the sun and the moon the presiding powers of Love nnd War’. 
Under various forms of IdolatQr, the qualities of their natures 
nro personified, nnd in Greece, Romo or Mexico, Pence, Revenge, 
and Harvest and Sea, have their respective rulers. By the 
complicated action of circumstances they have with n parent 
source developed and differentiated, though often diverging from the 
progress o f m atter to spirit. They have turned aside to worship the 
images made with hands, and have forgotten in the E v il passions 
which have'been bom  of their Ignorance, and increased by their 
Creeds; the purer Principles thoy might have drawn from the in- 

terpretation o f Nature. Xnspirationhasehonethroughthem like the

daylight through a dense forest, piercing the silent gloom with 
shattered splendor of a rising sun ; but it has had a hard fight 
against such gross conditions, though its powers extend 
in anadvancing ratio of progression. In proportion to the 
advance, the increase of inspiration is ns three to one, 
ix ., if man takes one step higher, lie becomes thrice ns 
amenable to 'spirit influence. Spirit influence depends more 
upon the possibilities or potentialities than upon the actualities 
of the human mind, it can use the faculties which as yet arc 
undeveloped, by the spirit of the man himself, and work him to 
his highest pressure, when they gain a complete knowledge of the 
machine. The seeds ns it  were of future thought, which in 
generations to come, will blossom into the heritage of the 
individual medium, arc capable of being used by a controlling 
spirit. We shall not licrc consider the grow th or devolopement of 
Christianity of which you arc perhaps well enough acquainted, or 
a t nil events, have individual opinions upon, itthereforem ustrem ain 
to define tiic conclusions which our somewhat lengthy examination 
of the Ancient Religions of the World has conducted us to.

First, ns Herbert Spencer says : They are parts of Nature nnd 
not accidental but necessary parts, they nre experiences by which 
man is gradually made wiser, images by which he continually 
formulates his belief concerning the ultimate nature and 
purpose of things which are each higher nnd more advanced ns 
he proceeds, until a t last, the descendant o f the savage who knew 
of no existence which he could not grasp, of no truth save that 
relating to the simplest of natural phenomena withdraws these 
multifarious powers behind the shadow of an Unseen Energy _ 
unknown nnd inconceivable. The Nature of which they are parts 
acts upon them chiefly in two ways. First from the circum­
stances of their surroundings, the particular aspects amidst which 
they nre situated, nnd the races with which they are brought in 
contact.

Secondly by Inspiration, the pure white light of Truth of which 
they ouly receive a minute but perpetually increasing portion 
There is a third fact or which may also be noticed nnd th at is, 
the inherent tendencies of the spirit upward and onward, which 
though dependent upon outer facts for its channels, is yet the 
motive that supplies and cuts them.

All Religions then arc merely mathematical resultants 
from the nature of things, but the lessons they teach, upon one or 
two of which we have dwelt, are numerous and important. 
Despotism is a vulture which fattens upon wide spread death and 
desolation.

Aristocracy or exclusiveness wherever and however exhibited 
arc but mollified Despotisms, and contain in themselves the seeds 
of suffering nnd injustice.

Only in the purest Democracy the most unlimited possible 
freedom of Religion in all matters of L ife nnd Belief, is there 
any foundation of safety any certainty of continued Progress 
The Tolerance they teach is of the widest, the most generous, the 
most forgiving. Humility also and Patience, for as Nature is 
contcut with her Era 's to make her slow but irresistible advance, 
so must her Son, her Servant, and her future Lord.

Pride and Oppression, Cruelty and Dogma, have everywhere 
depressed nnd degraded the human soul. The Religion of the 
Future must be noted for the absence of a ll these, and the more 
positive presence and nctiou of their opposites.

The whole Nature of Man is shaped by discoverable Laws, nnd 
in obedience to these will be realise tho true Religion, and rise to 
his highest pitch of dcvclopement.

These Laws have been somewhat disclosed to  us in  our 
researches, for in a ll do we find Ju stice nnd Power, Truth and 
Triumph, Good nnd Happiness linked together. The unchangeable 
Necessities .of L ife spread themselves before us, and i f  we but obey 
we may rule over them.

The laws of Nature arc as inflexible as those o f atomB or tho 
stany orbs, through them we became free. Casting aside the 
conception of flesh and blood deities, we find th e Divine in the 
human spirit I ts  laws and powers denote I ts  wiU. Spiritualism 
perfectly understood is  a 'great means to  tho greatest ends, we 
have found i t  in every Past, we recognise i t  in  th e living Present, 
we trust in i t  for the fa r  Future. The Communion of a ll stages of 
being will elevate all, the peerless Truths of Time, and the most
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exalted will become known to us. The everlasting Spirit in all 
its 'radiant glory will arise from the Grave, ascend unto Heaven, 
and sit a t  the right hand of Holiness and Power, and come to 
judge the quick and the dead, living and laboring for worlds and 
thoughts as yet unborn, Godlike and God in Man.

$ o  ( i o i i ^ s p o n d e n l ^

Com m unications f o r  in sertio n  in  this J o u r n a l  should be 
p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

as th e  em inently learned and highly to  be esteem ed, 
D r. C lark e ; such for in stan ce , as  “ th e  p olitest sch olar  
o f  his a g e .” O u r B ib lical C ritic , D r . L o w th , bishop o f  
Lond on, who gives his ju d g m en t, in th e  following note­
w orth y sen ten ce on  th e  passage :—

“ W o have som e w ranglers in T heology , who are  
prepared to  defend anything, how ever ab su rd , should  
th ere  bo o cca sio n ; but, I  believe, th e re  is no one am ong  
us, in th e  le a s t d eg ree  con versan t w ith S acred  criticism , 
and having th e  use o f  his un derstand ing, who would be 
willing to  contend for th e  genuineness o f  th e  verse 
1 J o h n  v. 7 .

T H E  N E W  W E S L E Y A N  H Y M N  B O O K .

TO THE EDITOn OF TIIE HABBIKQEE OF LIGHT.

S i b ,— I n  th e  S p ectato r  o f  M arch  1 8 th ., I  find the  
following re m a rk s  in re fe re n ce  to  th e  4 4 3 r d  hym n. 
“ T h ere  will bo g r e a t  difference o f  opinion resp ectin g  
th is excision . W e  should have b een  glad to  find it  
retain ed  as  a  co n tin u ed  p ro te s t ag ain st th e  d o ctrin es of  
th e  “ A ra b  th ief,”  a n d  th e  “ U n itarian  fiend ." W e  like  
th e  hold, defiant, p ro testin g  sp ir it o f  th e  hym n, and it  
seem s a  p ity  th a t  in th e se  dayB, w hen i t  becom es m ore  
th an  e v er n e ce ssa ry  t o  nail th e  colo u rs to  th e  m ast, i t  
should d isap p ear from  th e  hym n book.”

I t  g r e a tly  su rp rises  m e th a t an y  W esley an  M in ister  
should in th e se  enligh ten ed  days, be found to  express  
r e g r e t  a t  seein g  a  hym n con tain in g  su ch  un charitab le  
lines as  th e  follow in g disap pear from  th e  hym n book :—

“ The Arab thief, as Satan bold,
Who quite destroyed thy Asian fold 1

and “ The Unitarian fiend expel,
And chase his doctrine back to Hell I”

N o one can  say  th a t  th e  9 4  A rg u m en ts  fo r  th e  
U n itarian  F a i th , w hich ap p eared  in  y o u r la s t n u m b er of  
th e  H a r b in g e r ,  co n ta in  an y  th in g  fiendish, and I  should  
ra th e r  h av e  e x p e c te d  to  find C h ristian  M in isters  
evincing th e ir  h o rro r  a t  su ch  u n charitab leness.

T h ere  a re  sev eral objectionable lines still in th e  
W e sle y a n  h y m n  book w hich I  w ould like to  see  
rem oved, su ch  as,

“ Our God contracted to a span I 
Incomprehensibly made Man."

L in e s  g iven  o u t (fro m  th e  W e sle y a n  hym n book, 
p ag e 5 3 0 ,)  by W .  M o rle y , P u n sh o n , p re p a ra to ry  to  his  
d o ctrin al serm on , du rin g th e  C on feren ce h eld  in 
C ornw all, 1 8 6 2 .

I  shall only q u o te  o n e  o r  tw o v erses m o re  o f  a  sim ilar  
ch a ra cte r  to  be foun d in  th e  sp iritu al songs u sed  in 
M eth o d ist C h u rc h e s :

“ This infant is the Mighty God,
Come to be suckled and adored.”
“ When God the Mighty Maker died,
For Man the creature’s Sin."

•< There is a never ending Hell,
And never dying pains,

Where Children must with Demons dwell,
In  darkness, fire, and chains :

F o r Hell is crammed with Infants damned, 
Without a day of grace I"

B u t ,  S ir , su ch  is  n o t  th e  teach in g  o f  Je su s , who on  
m an y  o ccasio n s d eclared  con cern in g  In fa n cy , “ O f  such  
is th e  K in g d o m  o f H e a v e n .”

T h e re  a r e  likew ise th o se  b earin g  th e  nam e o f  
W e sle y a n , w h o on  th e  T h re e  H eav en ly  W itn esses  
re je c t  th e  co n clu sio n  o f  th e ir  ow n D r . A d am  C larke, 
still m ak in g  u se  o f  th e  w ords foun d in hym n 2 6 1 ,  
v erse  8 : —

“ 8oon as our pardon'd hearts believe 
That thou art pure, essential love,

The proof we in ourselves receive 
Of the Three Witnesses above ;

Sure, as the saints around Thy throne,
That Father, Word, and Spirit, are one.

I  th in k  i t  m y d u ty  to  rem in d  su ch , i f  th e y  have  
fo rg o tte n  i t ,  a n d  t o  in form  th o se , w ho n ev er knew  it, 
th a t  se v e ra l o f  th e  h ead s o f  th e  E n g lish  C h u rch  have  
w ritte n  as  d ecisiv ely  a g a in st th e v adm ission, o r  ra th e r  
a g a in st th e  re ce p tio n , o f  th e  T h re e  H eav en ly  W itn esses

I  shall n o t trou b le my read ers w ith quotations from  
o th e r  w riters o f  th e  Estab lish ed C h u rch , e xcep t  
D r. P e rry , B ishop o f  M elb ourne, who said in one o f  his 
lectu res , previous to  his leaving for E n g lan d , “ he w as  
read y  to  give up en tirely  th e  7 th  verso o f th e  5 th  
ch a p te r  o f  th e  first E p is tle  o f  J o h n , althou gh it  affirmed 
th e  D o ctrin e  o f  th e  T rin ity  so stron g ly .”

T hou gh I  sin cerely  co n g ra tu la te  th ose who are  
desirous o f  g e ttin g  rid  o f  th e  A th an asian  C reed  
alto g eth er, I  am  n o t w illing to  pass ov er as a  m ere  
cip h er in th e  acco u n t we h av e  to  s e ttle  with our 
T rin itarian  f r ie n d s ; and though I  shall n o t inflict on  
m y read ers  a  recita l o f  th e  whole creed , I  m ust quote a  
few  sen ten ces.

W e  all know  ab o u t th e  th ree  E te rn a ls , which a re  so 
illogically said to  be one E te rn a l, th re e  U n created , 
called one U n created , and th re e  Incom prehensib les, 
averred  to  b e  only on e Incom prehensib le. T h ree  
A lm ighties m ade in to  one A lm ighty , th re e  G ods tu rn ed  
in to  one G od, and th re e  L o rd s red u ced  to  one L o rd —  
“ and in th is T rin ity  none is afo re , o r  a fte r  o th e r  ; none  
is  g re a te r  o r  less th a n  a n o th e r ; b u t th e  whole th ree  
P erso n s a re  C o-etern al to g e th e r, and C o -e q u a l; so th a t  
in a ll th ings as  is aforesaid , th e  U n ity  in T rin ity , and 
th e  T rin ity  in  U n ity  is  to  be worshipped. H e  th erefore  
th a t  will be saved, m u st th u s th in k  o f th e  T rin ity ."

N o w  M r. E d ito r , as  I  ca n n o t fo r  th e  life o f  m e so 
th in k  o f  th e  T rin ity  ; i f  A th an asiu s o r  a n y  orth odox  
M in ister  happen to  be m y ju d g e  “ w ithout doubt, I  shall 
p erish  everlastin gly .”

S u ch  d o ctrin es, how ever a re  as  co n tra ry  to  Scripture, 
as  th e y  a re  rep u g n an t to  com m on s e n s e ; for “  W h a t  
d o th  th e  L o rd  require o f th ee, b u t to  do ju stly , and to  
love M e rcy , and to  walk hum bly w ith th y  G od ? ” A nd  
if  w e th u s  fulfil ou r d u ty , to  th e  b e st o f  o u r  power, 
desp ite th e  A th an asian  C reed , ou r H eav en ly  F a th e r  will 
assu red ly  “  guide us w ith H is  coun sel, and afterw ard s  
rece iv e  us to  g lo ry .”

I t  is p erhap s n o t a lto g e th e r  o u t o f  p lace  in m® 
M r. E d ito r  to  say th a t U n itarian s, have had and still have, 
m en o f both ta le n t and genius, both learn in g and  
wisdom , both v irtu e  and godliness, b o th  ran k  a n d  
hum ility, n o t  to  be surpassed  by any o th e r  sect.

I  w ill in th e  firs t p lace in stan ce th re e  U n itarian s, 
M ilto n , L o ck e , and N ew ton , who renou nced th eir  
T rin itarian ism  a f te r  th e  m ost diligen t in vestigation , and  
w h at nam es c a n  be adduced from  am ong T rin itarian s, 
to  eclip se in L ite ra tu re  and Theology, th e  honored  
nam es o f  B elsh am , J e re m y  B en th am , and D r . C a rp e n te r?  
O r  who a re  th e  T rin itarian s likely to  ca s t  in to  th e  
shade such m en  as  S ir Jo h n  B ow rin g, E m erso n , L o n g ­
fellow ,. P ro fesso r M artin eau , S h arp e th e  tra n s la to r  o f  
G riesb ach , and o th ers  ?  A m on g m en in high position, 
even i f  w e p ass ov er su ch  N obles as  th e  D u k e  o f  
G rafto n , V isco u n t F a lk lan d , E a r l  L o v e la ce , E a r l  
Zetland, & c. S till su ch  U n itarian s  as  S ir  W illiam  
A 'B eck ett, la te  C h ief J u s tic e  o f  V ic to ria , D r . B en jam in  
F ran k lin , L o r d  M acau lay  th e  H isto ria n , S ir  Sam uel 
B om illy , Ju d g e  S to ry , an d  m an y  o th ers  kn ow n to  
fame.

A n d  who w as th e  m an  ( i f  n o t  a t  th e  p re se n t d ay ), 
occup ied  th e  firs t p lace in  th e  firs t M etrop olis o f  th e  
w o rld ?  W h o  b u t th e  p u b licly , avow ed U n itarian  
L aw ren ce , th e  B ig h t  H o n o rab le  th e  L o r d  M a y o r  o f  
Lond on.

Y o u r s  & c.
L A Y M A N .

V au gh an , A p ril 1 8 th  1 8 7 6 .



t h e  h a r b i n g e r  o f  l i g h t .

S P I R I T U A L  H E A L I N '« .

D eaii H A BBrsoEB,— l'o u r  late a rtic le  on Spiritual 
H ealin g  lias riot a ttra c te d  th at n otice which its im port­
an ce  ought to have com m anded, for 1 look upon tins 
branch o f  ou r noblo philosophy as the first in ran k . It 
stru ck  mo on perusing the clever production, th a t ou r  
m em bers have n o t yo t realized th e  param ou n t im p ort­
ance o f  Spiritual H ealin g as an auxiliary  to th e  spread  
o f Spiritualism .

N o doubt obstacles m ay have stood in th e  way of  
Spiritualists form ing H ealin g  C ircles, with yo u r p er­
mission I  ven ture to  p oin t o u t a  sim ple m ode o f  m aking  
a  beginning.

In  th e  first place, earnestness, health and good lives 
are iudispensibles. T he C ircles should n o t be too 
large , and th e  homo and place o f  m eetin g punctually  
attended to , n o t m ore than seven o r eight m em bers—  
both sexes. T he quietness o f  a  Sunday m orning I  
deem m ost suitablo for success.

T h e  ages o f  m em bers should he ab o u t equal, when 
m ot, form  a  chain by joining hands, th e  p atien t who 
m ay be selected  for euro should unite hands with the  
re st . I f  a sincere desire is evinced by th ose assem bled  
for help from M edical Spirits, little  tim e will bo w asted  
ero  th ey  m ake them selves known. Should a suitablo  
medium  fully developed, be selected , th en  th e  healing  
m ay bo looked upon as  a  success, but should th e  C ircle  
have to  w ait for one o f  th oir num ber being chosen by 
th o _ Spirit guides for th e  im p o rtan t use, th en  a  little  
patience m u st bo exercised by tho m em bers.

I t  is highly necessary th a t  d esu ltory  conversation  
should be prohibited du rin g th e  sittin g , as  i t  d istracts  
th o  atten tion  o f  both spirits and m ortals.

Tho gen eral ru le  I  undorstand in all th ese  C w clcs is 
for each (S p irit and E a r th )  m em bers to  corresp o n d  in 
num bers, so th a t as soon as  tho medium  can  be co n ­
tro lled , in terestin g opinions will be given by the  
disembodied m em bers o f  th e  facu lty , as to  tho best 
m odes o f  resto rin g  th e  sufferer to  health— i t  is aston ish ­
in g  how sim ply th e  la tte r  is often accom plished—  
w ith ou t drugs, bleeding, o r  th e  use o f  in stru m en ts, even  
in th e  m ost form idable and deeply seated  diseases.

W h en  th e  medium  is fully controlled , he o r  b Ii o  will 
hiWe th e  hands suddenly w ithdraw n from  tho chain, 
u{ion which th e  rem ain der m u st re-fo rm , so as to  keep 
u p  th e  activ e c u rre n t o f  m agnetic fo rce  need ed for the  
cu re .

I  t r u s t  th e  sub ject u n d er n otice will y e t  be k e p t fresh  
in th e  m em ory o f  y o u r read ers, and by som e be  
p rom ptly  acted  upon, for th e  w orld w ants fa cts  upon  
which to  build th e  tem p le o f  F a ith , and h ere the  
Opportunity p resen ts which th e  gen tle  N azaren e fully

I  shall be hap py to  an sw er any enquiries relativ e  to  
th e  b est m odes o f  con d u ctin g o r  form ing H ealin g  C ircles  
som e li ttle  exp erien ce  being m y guide. °  1

April 12th 1878. JOHN YEEVERS
7 Raleigh 8treet,

Windsor.

exceed in g  £ 1 0 0  a r e  a lread y  ad v ertised , and a n  ed u cated  
lady in whom  th e  p ro m o ters  have ovorv-confid ence, has 
been nom inated  to  th e  m an agem en t o f  th e  in stitu tio n .

T h e  S p iritu a list  o f F e b ru a ry  4 th  con tain s a  long  
a cco u n t o f  th e  p resen tation  o f  th e  “  H a rriso n  T e sti­
monial a t  th e  m onthly .Soiree o f  th e  B ritish  N ation al 
A ssociation o f  S p iritu alists . T h e  T estim onial w as a  
m oney one, and am oun ted  to  th e  su b stan tial sum  of F iv e  
H undred Poun ds. M r. W .  H . H a rriso n  is e d ito r  and  
p ro p rieto r o f th e  S p iritu a list  new sp aper, a n d  has 
established it an d  ca rrie d  i t  on un der considerable  
difficulties for som e years. D u rin g  th e  Last tw o  or 
th re e  y ears  his efforts have been subsidized by co n ­
sid erate  friends, b u t lie w as still a  con sid erab le  financial 
loser, and th e  p re se n t is  in tend ed n o t on ly  as  a  m ark  o f  
th e  g en eral ap p reciation  o f his s te a d y  an d  in defatigab le  
efforts on b eh alf o f Spiritu alism , b u t as  som e com p en ­
sation for his losses in con n ection  th erew ith . I n  th e  
cou rse  o f his rep ly , M r . H a rriso n  g av e an  in te re stin g  
a cco u n t o f  som e o f his early  exp erien ces, and review ed  
th e  grow th o f Spiritualism . A n  en te rta in m e n t followed, 
in which F lo ren ce  M a r ry a t t  and o th e r  lad ies took p a rt.  
M rs. Jo n ck en  (form erly  K a te  F o x ,)  w as p re se n t, and  
th ro u g h  h er m edium ship loud raps o ccu rre d  in variou s  
p arts  o f  th e  hall.

In  the sam o jo u rn al w e observe th a t  D r. S lade, th e  
celebrated  T e s t M edium , is likely to  sp en d  som e y e a rs  
in En glan d , should th e  arran g em en ts  now  pen ding  
betw een him and M . A k sak o f be com pleted.

M O H A M M E D  A S  A  M E D IU M .

ENGLISH ITEMS B Y  THE MAIL.

The Mediani of February 4th is embellished with a 
fine portrait of Mr. Thomas 8horter, a gentleman who 
has been intimately connected with Spiritualism for thè 
last twenty years, íiüd until recently the editor of the 
Spiritual Magazine. Mr. Shorter is one of the world’s 
workers, self-educated, and dependant upon his hands 
and brain for subsistence, he haB found time to write 
«md publish tovw*}work, of general interest, the 
tergeat of which ‘ The Two Worlds” is devoted to 
Spiritualism. He has taken an active part in co-oper­
ative and other progressive movement«, and though 
compelió froto the M ure òf his sight to discontinue ffis 
editorial dutiee, he m still an active Worker in Spirit- 
natera^and other matidrt pertaining to the progress Of

Thè “ Sidritualists Home ” movement is progressing. 
A suitable building has been selected. Subscriptions

A  L e c tu re  d e liv ered  by H u d so n  T u ttle, F eb . 6th , 1 8 7 6 , in
Chicago .—  ( F ro m  the R e lig io -P hilosophical J o u r n a l .)

I n the fifth century Christianity liad not only become powerful 
hut i t  had, in grasping the throne of the world, lost its pristine 
purity, and those who still retained reverence for the old gods 
were justified l>y the unspeakable crimes of the religions chiefs fn 
their struggle for supremacy. The bishops of Rome, Constanti­
nople, and Alexandria rivalled each other in their treasons, tor­
turings, poisonings, assassinations, and civil wars. Their councils, 
by which they sought to establish tho authenticity of the sacred 
writings and orthodox doctrines, were packed assemblies, presided 
over by chicanery and fraud. Legions of monks nud priests 
hideously clamored for their incomprehensible dogmas, and their 
ignorant votaries were ever ripe for resort to carnal weapons in 
defence of the wildest fantasies of their leaders.

The Christian world had become divided on the nature of God, 
one paity claiming that l ie  was a triune being, composed of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the other divided this mathematical 
paradox, and claimed God to be one and inseparable. The former 
retaining the strength of the ancient paganism triumphed, and 
the Unitarians or Arians found no mercy at the hands of the 
victors. They were slaughtered without pity, or banished to the 
confines of. the Roman Empire. They were split into many 
minor scots, which retained their integrity ns they retired before, 
the implacable persecution to the remote haunts of savage 
people.

Arabia, a wild, nneonquered land received many of the effects 
Churches had been established by the missionaries of the hew* 
faith, in ite infancy. Paul went there during his waridéririgéí 
The heresies of the Eblonites, Nozarenes, atid Collyidians viere 
propagated^ the Ncstorians had established monasteries ¡ and the 
desert in many places was filled with enthusiasts who sought in 
its solitude to purify th eir  lives. Tho Arab tribes remained, with 
scarcely an exception, true to their ancient faith . The desert was 
broad enough for all, and the solitaiy hermit, or the cloistered 
monastery, the ecstatic visionary, swart, unwashed, nude, were 
alike objects of superstitious awe. He gave them: the sequestered 
valley, while he swept over the plains a  wanderer, restless ns the 
sands beneith  his camel's ieet, From the desert o f 8yrih  to  :the 
Indian O ccia extended a  wilderness o f sand, occupied by ficdoáin 
tribes, flércéj itajiládáhle, hospitable, arid intensely ¿faperttitf,óti« 
th e y  had a  irilípbtí d l  their own, free from schism, and gdnÜíás 
of reformation. I t  was the original faith  of the childhood of thé
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race, simple in its  requirements, and breathing the breath of the 
desert.

They worship the sun, moon, and stars. In  them they saw the 
manifestations of intelligence, and in the regularity of their 
motions peculiar care for the welfare of man. The clear sky of 
the plains, their wandering life, which ever kept the beauty of the 
heavens before them, the guidance of the stars on frequent noc­
turnal marches, contributed to their knowledge and awoke their 
superstition. No idols were required to represent the heavenly 
orbs. They were themselves aluf-fires, burniug forever. The 
Bedouin gave them names, which they still retain, and astronomy 
is enriched by the poetry of the desert.

The mind seeks refuge from the infinite in the finite. The 
intangible deities whose watch-fire gleamed in the far-off heavens 
were a t too great a distance, and the gods who directly interested 
themselves in the nation were assigned a holy place, a temple 
wherein their images were preserved. The principal idol, which 
represented the awful mysteries of creation, was a black stone, 
said to be a meteor which fell from heaven. I t  was an emblem 
of the mother goddess, as the omphalus of white marble repre­
sented the same a t Delphi, under the Arabic name of Al, Uza, or 
Alitta, the queen of heaven, from whose prolific nature all things 
receive birth. I t  was a  remnant of the old Phallic worship of 
Astarte, and as the cross typifies the masculine and the dome the 
feminine, Christianity adopted the former, while this earlier faith 
adopted the swelling dome, contracted to a crescent.

The black stone was placed in the Caaba, a house of God, sur­
rounded by three hundred images of men, eagles, lions, and 
antelopes, representing the days of the year as the year was then 
divided, the most conspicuous being a statue of Hcbal, of red 
agate, holding in his hand the symbolical arrows of divination. 
The Caaba, or the house of God, was at

THE HOLY CITY OF MECCA.
This shrine o f  pilgrimage is  situated midway between Y em en  

and Egypt. There, in remote times, a well, the famous Zunzem, 
was discovered, which, however much m ight be drawn out, 
always remained full. To the famished traveller over the arid 
wastes, its brackish waters were as nectar, and their abundance 
awoke superstition. No apostrophe was sufiiciently intense to 
express the gratitude of the Oriental heart, or describe its nectar 
flavor. The city grew around the famous fountain, in a valley 
two miles in  length and one in breadth, a t the foot of three 
barren mountains. The soil is a  rock, the pastures remote, the 
hills covered with dwarf acacia, vegetation refusing to grow on 
the thin and burning soil. Few places on the face of the earth 
offer less inducements for the foundations of a  city. But it  was 
the half-way house for the caravans bringing the spices, perfumes, 
gems, and costly products of India, when halting to  refresh 
their weary camels they exchanged with those who then met them 
from the West. However exasperated the roving elans might be, 
or hot the war they waged this valley was sacred ground, and 
no hand m ight molest those who sought its precincts. I t  became 
immensely w ealthy; but when the navigation of the Red Sea 
supplanted the caravan trade i t  fell into decay.

In  the fifth century i t  regained its prestige by the inflowing 
pilgrimage to its  holy shrine, and its citizens reaped a rich 
harvest from the wealthy, and could well afford to provide the 
poorer with the stipulated six days' pottage, fruit, dates, and 
water.

T H E  TBUCE OF GOD,

Four months in  the year all the tribes respected the truce of 
God, and journeyed to  the holy shrine. When th6y came to the 
sacred valley they put on their palmers' weeds and proceeded to 
the house of God, which they walked seven times around, kissed 
the block stone, and drank of the waters of the Zunzem, after 
which games were celebrated like the Olympic of Greece, and 
rewards bestowed on triumphant strength, endurance, and valor. 
The poem which had gained the prize, beautifully illuminated, 
was hung up before the door of the Caaba, orations were delivered, 
songs sung, then was rude feasting, and then the wild tribes 
departed to their stations in  the desert.

Over these clans, sheiks or patriarchs ruled. There was no 
National government, no compulsory courts or laws. Each clan

or family could make war or peace, and punish any wrong
inflicted on its  members. Human sacrifice was resorted to at 
certain times, a young girl being buried alive to satisfy the 
demands of the angry gods. Infanticide was common, and human 
life cheaply held. Omar, the zealous ajiostle of Islam, when he 
remembered how, in the days of darkness, before be was converted 
by the prophet, his child beat the dust from his beard as he 
placed her in the grave, shed the only tear wrung from his fierce 
heart. Such was the condition of the Arabs a t the advent of 
Mohammed t such the unpromising Boil in which the seed of one 
of the most wonderful reforms the world has ever seen was 
sown,

MOHAMMED.

Mohammed was born in the year 565 a .d ., and to him was 
assigned tlie desperate task of fixing the attention of this wild 
and restless people, overturning their belief transmitted through 
unknown centuries, and furnishing them a better. He has been 
represented as an impostor, a lunatic, a visionary. I f  so, it were 
well the world had more such lunatics, instead of the few that 
can be counted on the fingers of one hand.

The story of his ignoble birth was a fabrication of the Christian 
writers, who did not hesitate to exaggerate or invent, i f  they 
promoted thereby their cause. No ufan in Arabia could trace his 
lineage to nobler ancestry. His descent from Ishmael may be 
compared to that of Christ’s from David, but it  is certain he 
sprang from the Kouish, and the family of Hasham, the hereditary 
guardians of the Caaba, or the sacred tribe, His family was 
characterised by devotion to God. One.of his immediate ances­
tors saved Mecca from famine by his generosity, and another by 
his valor from the armies of Africa. In  his early boyhood ho 
manifested intense eagerness to  understand religious questions, 
which a t twelve was fully gratified. He accompanied a caravan 
westward to  Bozrah, a town south of Damascus, and was there 
entertained a t a Nestorian monastery. These Nestorians were 
Unitarians expelled by the merciless themselves, with many other 
sects, in the desert. They not only prided themselves in  the pos­
session of the true faith, but in the purity of their Aristotelian 
philosophy. They instilled into the receptive mind of their Arab 
pupil a belief in the unity of God, and hatred for all forms of 
idolatry.

Here Mohammedanism coalesced with Christianity. The Trini­
tarians, when they banished the Unitarians, in hopes thereby to 
destroy their doctrines, gave it  an opportunity to expand under 
more congenial skies «nth another race, and this branch it  cut off 
and extirpated, as it  vainly supposed, grew so rankly it  far over­
topped the paternal trunk. How well Mohammed profited by 
these lessons is illustrated in the sublime theology he tau gh t; 
his successors adopted the Aristotelian philosophy, and while 
Christian Europe reposed in the stagnation of night they alone 
carried the light of the ancient world. The Nestorian monks were 
his instructors for many years during that period of his life when 
men are most susceptible to  educational influence, when the mind 
is most eager to receive and is  pliantly fashioned by the ideas 
presented. He continued in the caravan trade of Syria, conducting 
the business of a wealthy widow. Cadizah by name, with such 
skill and integrity, and charm inf her taste by his exceptional 
beauty and politeness of manners, that she intimated through a 
Blave th at his suit would be acceptable, and although twice his 
age, they were married, and until her death, twenty-four years 
thereafter, he remained true to  her trust. When a t the height of 
his power, years after he had laid her in  the tomb, Ayesha, one of 
the most beautiful women in Arabia, said to h im : “ Was she not 
old ? Did not God give you in  me a bettor wife in her place ? ” 
Mohammed, in a passionate burst of gratitude, exclaimed : “ No, 
by Allah 1 There never can be a better. She believed in  me when 
men despised me. She relieved me when I  was poor and perse­
cuted by the world."

His marriage had placed him in  easy circumstances, and tfie 
camel-driver and wandering merchant could now devote himself 
to the solution of the grand religions problems which had worked 
like ferment in  his mind. He devoted day and night to medita­
tion, wandering far out on the desert, especially to  a  grotto in 
Mount Hera, a  few miles from Mecca. I t  was a  lonely spot



HARBINGER LIGHT.

Black rocks, lorn and rent in awful desolation, extended on every 
side, and no sound of bird or insect thrilled the uninterrupted 

solitude.
There he sat in the shadow of the night, or walked with restless 

footsteps the rocky floor, revolving in his mind the dogmas taught 
by the Christian world ; the unity, the three gods in one, yet one 
in three, their equality and co-eternity ; the scheme of salvation 
through the death of the Son, the character of the Son, and of the 
virgin mother, and the countless less important dogmas clustering 

to these.
There his soul awoke to the grandeur around him. The stars 

Bhining from the depths of the vaulted sky, the awful silence of 
nature, which spoke louder than the ja r of trumpets, magnetized 
his soul into rap|>ort with nature, and inspired him with one 
cardinal thought, which clearly shone through the tangled mass of 
human contention, the oneness of God.

AN IMPOSTOR.

There, i t  is said, he began his career ns an impostor, by the 
early Christian writers, who detested him. To refute this asper­
sion needs only a true history of this great reformer. The same 
arguments employed to vindicate the character of Christ arc 
equally applicable to Mohammed, and if  success be a guarantee, 
the latter must a t least be acknowledged as an equal, as one-third 
of the human family now bow a t the shrine of the crescent.

His mode of life cleared away the clouds which obstruct the 
spirit and bring it in connection with the departed. Fasting has 
been employed for this purpose from immemorial time, and among 
Bavages drugs of various kinds are used. All these artificial 
methods may produce an impressible state of mind wherein the 
soul becomes receptive of superior intelligence, or they may pro­
duce simply an ecstatic condition as irresponsible n3 lunacy itself. 
The result depends on culture and organization.

Fasting and contemplation produced in Mohammed a highly 
susceptible state of mind. He became clairvoyant and clair- 
audient Like Socrates, he heard a  voice, and saw shadowy 
forms. The trance was preceded by depression of spirits. His 
face became clouded, his extremities cold, and lie shook like one 
with the ague. The veins of h is face becamo knotted, his eyes 
fixed, his head moved to and fro ns in conversation with some 
unseen person, and often ho would fall to the ground like one 
intoxicated. Then, as though in torture, he uttered the oracles, 
which were written down by his friends in the Koran. He speaks 
of three diopters, during the delivery of which his sufferings were 
so intenso thoy gave him groy hairs.

TH E TRANCE.

Popular favor, banishment, torture, death itself were nothing to 
him. The throes of that truth if  retained made the fagots’ flame 
a bed of elder. He arose strong and poworful, because of his 
npostleship, because a harp on whose vibrating strings the 
invisible powers could strike the songs of truth, he was more than 
equal to all opposing forces. He spoke with no mistaken sound 
against the idols of the Caaba, infnuticide, and evil customs great 
ami small. He was filled with the magnitude of his mission and 
declared himself the messenger from God. The crowd laughed 
and declared him a lunatic. He was asked to perform miracles, 
and thus degrade himself to a simple wonder-worker. The poets 
composed comic ballads, and when he began to preach the people 
sang them ; the women sneered, and the children threw stones. 
In this dark hour his faithful wife cheered him with the tender 
and all-satisfying sympathy a wife only can bestow. She was his 
first convert. She was the first to say, "  I  believe,” and the voice 
understanding the shadow of the valley through which he 
wandered, and the anguish of his proud heart, rebellious against 
the strange destiny thrust upon him, sang in  divine melody :

“ By the brightness of the moon that rises, and by the darkness, 
of the night which descends, thy God has not forsaken thee, 
Mohammed. For know that there is life beyond the grave, and 
it  will be better for thee than the present life, and thy Lord will 
give thee a rich reward. Did He n ot find thee an orphan, and 
did He not care for th ee? Did He not find thee a wanderer in 
error, and hath He not guided thee to truth f Did he not find 
thee needy, and hath He not enriched thee ? Wherefore oppress 
not the orphan, neither repulse the beggar, but declare the good­
ness of God."

The scoffer will say this voice was that of Mohammed's own 
conscience, received by unconscious action of the brain ; th at he 
was a  dyspeptic and mistook the vagaries of disease for a  foreign 
voice. This explanation is far-fetched, and requires more credu­
lity for its acceptance than the plain statement of Mohammed. 
The study of trnucc familiarizes the mind with this form of 
inspiration. Every Arab belonged to some especial family or 
clan, either by birth or adoption. This was necessary to  give each 
one the family protection. The patriarch a t the head o f each 
family was responsible for the actions of all its mombers, and was 
bound by the most sacred and inviolable tics to protect him. 
Mohammed belonged to the family of Abu Talib, and although 
the/ did not accept his mission, they were bound to protect him. 
There was no compromise between him and the errors he would 
overthrow. He sought not to propitiate the favor of tbe crowd. 
“ He called the living fools and dead denizens of hell.”

HI8  ENEM IES WOULD BU Y H IS BLOOD.
They who have investigated the subject will readily understand 

that the symptoms manifested by Mohammed are those inva­
riably accompanying trance. The blood rushes to the brain, which 
becomes congested, while the extremities bccomo cold and tho 
vital forces are so greatly disturbed that painful contortions are 
induced. Mohammed did not understand his own condition. He 
doubted tho voice which breathed divine thoughts into hie soul. 
He thought at times he was a victim of a delusion. He would 
test the voice, and once when he eat alone with Cadizah, he saw 
the angel of tho voice enter, and was startled at tho apparition.

“ Dost thou see aught ?" asked she.
“Ido,” ho replied.
Then she raised her veil and said:
“ Dost thou see it now ?"
“ I do not."
“Glad tidings to thee, 0 Mohammed,” exclaimed she, “it is on 

angel, for he respects my unveiled face,—an evil spirit would 
not."'

His friends were greatly alarmed, some declaring him insane, 
while others said he was possessed by an evil genii. There is this 
in truth, it can not be concealed. The camel-driver could not rest 
in the midst of great and crying abuses, after his mind had 
become illuminated with the oneness of God. Others had dimly 
perceived the wrong, but were silenced by the breath of popular 
disfavor. Ho not only saw the wrong, he saw the right The 
patriarchs of old sang in his ear the song of truth. He could not 
prevent his tongue from uttering the angel whispers.

The rabble thus incensed went to Abu Talib, offered the price 
of blood, for in that daik day murder had its fixed price, and 
demanded Mohammed. On being firmly refused, they doubled 
their offer, adding a stalwart young man. Talib unflinchingly 
refused to sacrifice one who trusted to his protection, but he 
gently hinted to  Mohammed ns a warning against his too great 
freedom, that he might withdraw his authority. Then the soul of 
Mohammed showed the stuff of which i t  was made. No pliant 
babe was he to bend to the real, but his fibre was steel, and tho 
desert sun and the desert air, whilo they made h is physical body 
strong and capable of exhaustions effort, had given the same tone 
to his spirit. He, too, was maintained in  th a t lofty  region of 
ecstacy, where the world swims in unsubstantial shadows below 
and the spirit allies himself directly with the truth, unqualified 
and universal.

His lips quivered with emotion, but he faltered not. He yield 1 
Never 1 Though the sun came down on his right hand and the 
moon on his left would he swerve a hair's breadth from the work 
assigned him. Talib understood his clansman, and assured him 
that his protection should never bo withdrawn.

Two elemonts wrought the popular olamor against Mohammed. 
The first was suporstition, the second the wealth that superstition 
yielded. Mecca was situated in tho desert, and of itself destitute 
of resources. Its sacred fountain of Zunzem and the house of 
God, which attracted pilgrims at all times, and four months of 
the year all tho wandering clan B  made it the centre of trade and 
bestowed opulence. What would become of their wealth if this
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¡name reformer brought the old idolatry into disrepute 1 I t  was 
the cry of the goldsmith of Ephesus. The foundation and source 
of their gain was attacked. They could not understand why any 
citizen should be dissatisfied with the arrangement which gave 
ease and enjoyment, and without which they would be compelled 
to betake themselves to a wandering life.

This is precisely the obstacle reforms have met with in every 
age. Self-interest is strongest of all motives in the ordinary 
man, and the cry th at it is in d a n g e rs  sufficient for him.

T H E  PATHIAHCH8  WOULD BUY HIM OFF.

The patriarchs went to Mohammed to buy him off, for such is 
the conceptions of the parvenu of human motives. Said they in 
the guttural of the s tre e t: *' W hat is it  you want, Mohammed ? 
Do you wish for riches 1 We will make you rich. Do you wish 
for honor ? W e will make you mayor of the town."

The oily Ebn Sofian said all they asked of him was the little 
matter of leaving off preaching against their idols. Mohammed 
put them under his foot with a  chapter of the Koran, the voice 
encouragingly saying : "  Oh prophet, fear God, and obey not the 
unbelievers and hypocrites."

Then they entered into a covenant neither to buy nor sell, cat 
nor drink, with the house of Talib. This was in effect like excom­
munication and resulted in terrible suffering to the ill-fated 
house. I t  lasted three years ; but when the people passed by and 
heard the cries of the starving children, they relented and sold 
them food. During this said period one member, -Abu Lheb, with­
drew. He was Mohammed’s uncle and became his implacable 
enemy. Wherever the prophet went, after he had finished his 
eloquent discourse, sqnint-eyed Lheb would arise and cry o u t : 
“ This fellow's ob ject is to draw you away ¡from the gods to his 
fanciful ideas ; wherefore follow him uot, 0  my brothers, nor 
listen to him ” Then the crowd would cry : “ Who should know 
better than his uncle," and with jeers and scoffs go away. 
Mohammed becoming weary of this interference, promised Lheb 
place in the flames of hell, fed by his own wife, with a cord 
twisted around his neck. Each family covenanted to punish its 
own Mohammedans, and as the proselytes were rapidly increasing 
a terrible persecution reigned, more appalling as it  was conducted 
by the family against its own members. They were exposed 
stretched -<n the scorching gravel to the noonday sun, or their 
lives pro. ed out by heavy stones rolled on their breasts. Many 
escaped to Abysinia, where they were hospitably received. The 
four mouth's truce of God afforded Mohammed opportunity to 
preach to the whole nation, which he industriously improved. He 
announced his mission with divine power :

11 God begetteth not, neither is he begotten. There is none but 
He. 0  beware I ye idolators of the tim e that is to come, when 
the sun shall be folded up, when the stars shall fall, when the 
mountains shall be made to pass away, when the children shall 
grow white with anguish, when souls like locust swarms shall rise 
from their graves, when the girl that hath been buried alive shall 
be asked for what crime she was put to death, when the books 
shall be laid open, when every soul shall know what it  hath 
wrought. 0  the strik in g ! the striking 1 When men shall be 
scattered like moths in the wind."

To be concluded in next issue.

P H O T O G R A P H I N G  T H E  I N V I S I B L E .

T he I ta lia n  scientific R eview , I I  P rog resso , published  
a t  T u rin , co n ta in s , in th e  D ecem b er n u m b er, a  sh o rt  
p assage w hich w ill be o f  in te re s t to  th o se  who a r e  giving  
a tte n tio n  t o  sp irit-p h o to g rap h y . U n d er th e  title  ot 
“  P h o to g rap h y  app lied  to  M ed icin e ,"  i t  says :—

Dr. Altsman, a  professor at the University of Vienna, recently 
read a paper before the Medical Society on the uses of photography 
in medical studies. Among other observations, he mentions one 
which rests on the authority of Dr. Vogel, to the effect that an 
eruption of variole (small pox) can be detected by photography 
twenty-hours before its appearance. Although a t this stage of 
th e malady nothing is  visible on the skin, the negative plate shows 
spots on the face of the patient exactly similar to those of variole, 

.mid twenty-four hours later the eruption becomes apparent.— 
a p i r i t w d  S c ie n t is t .

S E A N C E  A T  C A S T L E M A I N E .

T h e  ex tra o rd in a ry  phenom ena obtained th rou gh  th e  
m edium ship o f M rs. r a to n , C astlem ain e, continu e to  
excite  th e  deep est in te re st and w onder in th e  minds of  
all thinking persons who have any -knowledge o f  th e  
spiritual m ovem ent, now  being evolved in all lands 
trod  by hum an pilgrim s. I n  th is co lo n y , h ith er, to  th e  
prin cipal m anifestations have, for th e  m ost p art, been 
confined to  tran ce  speaking, w riting and healing, and  
excep tin g  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle  and one o r  tw o oth ers, 
th e  physical- phenom ena as  exhibited a t  M rs. P a to n ’s  
seances, have n o t been m uch witnessed. Seeing its  
im p o rtan ce , how ever, in bringing hom e conviction to  th e  
m inds o f th e  m ateria list and scep tic  of th e  tru th  th a t  
ou r en tity  still lives a f te r  th e  death o f  th e  body, and  
can  com m u n icate  w ith us in several ways and under  
c e rta in  cond itions, i t  would be well if far m ore atten tion  
w ere paid to  th is  a sp e c t o f th e  qu estion  than has y e t  
been done in th is colony. T h e  organ isation  o f  num erous  
fam ily circles  for th e  purpose o f  discovering pow erful, 
first-class physical m edium s so difficult to  find and y e t  
so valuable to  th e  p ro g ress  o f  th e  sp iritu al m ovem ent, 
would be prod uctive o f  s ta rtlin g  resu lts , and give an  
im m en se im p etu s to  th e  cau se in all p a rts  o f  th e  colony. 
B oth  a t  C astlem aine and San dh urst, m eans o f this 
ch a ra c te r  have been highly successful, and both a t  
M rs. P a to n ’s and th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle , phenom ena o f  a  
m ost pron oun ced phase have been evolved, to  th e  
su rp rise  and jo y  o f  hundreds o f  persons who have from  
tim e to  tim e had th e  good fortu n e to  w itness them . 
O u r S an d h u rst friends w ith a  view o f bringing M rs. 
P a to n ’s m edium ship m ore prom inently before th e  public, 
as well as o f  paying h er a  well deserved m ark o f  resp ect, 
recen tly  sen t M r. and M rs. P . a  com plim entary invita­
tion  to  be p re se n t a t  a  seance in th e  la rg e  room , in 
w hich th e ir  ow n c ircle  m eets, and a t  which a  consider­
able n u m b er o f  ladies and gen tlem en, non-spiritualists, 
should be p resen t. T h e  invitation w as duly accep ted , 
and th e  re su lt ou r read ers will find fully reco rd ed  in 
a n o th e r  colu m n . O n  th e  evening o f E a s te r  M onday, 
fou r m em b ers o f  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle , including th e  
m edium  and chairm an, re tu rn ed  th e  visit, and M rs. P . 
gave a  seance in h er ow n house a t  C astlem aiue, which 
proved a  highly successful one. A fte r  having dined a t  
th e  C um berland H o te l, M r. P . being p resen t as  a gu est, 
th e  p arty  proceeded to  th e  celebrated  co tta g e  o f  M rs. 
P ., th a t  lady m eetin g th em  a t  th e  door and giving each  
a  cordial w elcom e. A t  half-past seven o 'clock  th e  
sean ce  com m enced, th e  room  having been searohed, th e  
window bolted, th e  fire red u ced  and boarded up, the  
d o or locked, and M rs. P . ensconced w ithin th e  m osquito 
n e t bag, tied  by th e  San dh urst gen tlem en who tied  her 
beforehand duly sealed. T he medium  o f  th e  E n e rg e tic  
C ircle  s a t  on  th e  cou ch  outside th e  circle , as  otherw ise  
h e  w ould have been en tran ced , and th u s been prevented  
from  seeing any o f th e  phenom ena. A ll th e  o th ers  sat 
rou n d  th e  tab le  w ith th eir hands joined . M r. J .  and  
M r. A . s a t  on each  side o f  M rs. P .,  and th e  c ircle  
engaged in singing a  n u m b er ot sim ple a irs  to  increase  
th e  harm ony. In  a  little  M rs, P . becam e a  good deal 
convulsed , b u t rem ained p e rfe ^ ly  consciou s th ro u gh ou t 
th e  seance, th ough under con trol. Som e lig h t article  
fell a t  h er fee t which Bhe supposed was one o t th e  
c a sto rs  o f  th e  tad le . Then she g av e like a Bhnll scream  
as som e heavy sub stance passed close to  h er head, and  
aligh ted  on  th e  table. O n lighting up we found two 
different th ings h ad been b ro u g h t in, but uot w h at M rs. 
P ., and all o f  us w ere exp ectin g . O ne o f  th ese  w as a  
tin  baking pan which had been tak en  o u t o f th e  oven, 
and th e  o th er a  h o t iron from  th e  fro n t o f th e  fire in th e  
kitchen , w here, a t  th e  close , w e saw  its  neighbor  
still th e re . T he iro n  which w as b rou gh t in w as so h o t 
th a t  none o f  us could to u ch  i t  w ith im puuity. I t  
bu rn ed th e  tab le w h ere i t  fell, and th e  ch airm an  o f  th e  
E n e rg e tic  C ircle  h ad to  u se  his h an d k erch ief to  lift it' 
down. I f  M rs. P  could c a rry  such things on her 
person she m u st be fireproof, and capab le, a t  sam etim e, 
o f  im partin g fu rn ace h e a t to  th e  iron , as  th e  c ircle  had  
s a t  for half-an-h our before th ese th in g s w ere brou gh t 
in to  th e  locked-up room . B y  w h at m eans th ey  cam e  
ou r read ers m u st ju d g e  fo r  them selves, b u t, o f  one th in g
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wo fool ce rta in , th ey  w ere n o t brou gh t in by anyone in 
th e  room . N or could it bo th e  minds o f  th e  m edium  o r  
circle , for all w ere exp ectin g th e  vase which had been  
carried  by th e  same power which brou gh t th e  iron from  
C astlem aine to  Sandhurst back again, but w ere dis­
appointed, although later on th e  spirits prom ised th a t it  
should be brought back on an o th er occasion. H ere , 
then, if  we can " believe ou r senses, w ere independent, 
in telligent beings am on g st us invisible to  us, y e t  having  
tho m ysterious power o f  passing through locked doors 
o r windows with m aterial objects, and. y e t , leaving no 
m ark behind. T hese in telligences all con cu r in statin g  
th a t they are  ou r d ep arted  friends and relativ es, and 
th a t th ey  use th is and o th er m ethods ol com m unicating  
with us, to  prove to  us th a t th ey  still live, know us and 
tak e an  in terest in our happiness. I s  i t  reasonable to  
believe th a t th ey  a re  w h at th ey  uniform ly say th ey  a r e ?  
A s th ey  a c t  ju s t  like our kindred still in tho flesh, m ay  
n o t tho spiritual hypothesis bo tho c o r re c t  one ?  T he  
light, a fte r  a little conversation, was again blown out, 
and hands re-joined. In  a few m inutes som ething light 
fell, touching th e  hands o f on e o f th e  Bitters. On 
religh tin g i t  was found to  be th re e  red carn atio n s from  
th o  garden , a  fourth one having been p u t on M rs. P ’s. 
breast. T hese flowers were for th re e  o f  th e  Sandhurst 
visitors who w ere w ithout any for th eir bu tton  holes. 
Follow ing th is p re tty  m anifestation, wo had a series o f  
tab le  rappings o f  a very m arked ch aracter. Tho name 
o f th e  sp irit who carried  the vase and flowers to  Sand­
h u rst was told, but it w as n o t him who was m anifesting  
a t  th is seance. Tho m anifesting sp irit by rap s and on 
calling th e  alphabet, said his nam e was D aniel C larke, 
who died in M elbourne, 1 8 $  yoars ago , having been 
stabbed in a  gam bling house. M r. P . th en  rem em bered  
him, a t  which the table rose and rapped in tho inoBt 
joyou s m anner, tho sp irit evidently being overjoyed a t  
being recognisod. H o had never before m anifested a t 
th a t  circle. M r. P . then said he th ought ho m ust have 
been 3 5  yoars o f  ago a t  his death. Tho sp irit rapped  
no, and then com m enced and rapped o u t four tons, 
giving ono trem endous rap  a t  each  ten . On M r. P . 
te llin g  tho circlo  th a t C larke on ce  did him a kindness, 
th e  tab le becam e quite boisterous with jo y , th o  spirit 
feeling so pleased a t  his good deed boing rem em bered. 
T h e  sp irit said ho was n o t happy, th a t ho would n o t  
forgive tho person who had killed him, b u t ho would try  
to  a o  i t ; very  ro-ich like w hat som e low sp irits  still in 
th e  flesh would oe a p t to  say  u n d er sim ilar circu m stan ces. 
I t  is n o te a sv  to forgive one’s m u rderer. O th er in te re st­
ing tab le m anifestations th en  followed, such as levitation  
o f  th e  tab le  w ith th e  hands elevated a  little  abovo it, 
and loud and very d istin ct rappings down to  faint 
tick in g s scarcely  loud enough to  be heard . T he circlo  
then united in singing God save th e  Q ueen, and tho  
E v en in g  H ym n , and a fte r  th e  spirits had rapped out 
good-night, th e  seance closed ;  tho visistors being 
g reatly  pleased with tho m anifestations. A fte r  p a rta k ­
ing of th e  hospitality o f  M r. and M rs. P a to n , th e  visitors 
re tu rn e d  to S an dh urst by th e  te n  p.m . tra in . W e  m ay  
add th a t th e  knotB on the n e t m osquito bag and th e  seal 
w ere found in ta c t a t  th e  close o f  th e  seance.

C O M M U N IC A T E D .
San dh urst, 1 9 th  A p ril, 1876 .

M E L B O U B N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  
T H O U G H T  A S S O C IA T IO N .

T h e  half-yearly  m eetin g o f  th e  above A ssociation  was 
held a t  th e  M ason ic H a ll L onsdale S tre e t , on  Sunday, 
A p ril 2 8 rd ., M r . T e rry  in th e  ch a ir . A t  th e  com m en ce­
m e n t o f  th e  proceedings th e re  w ere ab o u t one hundred  
p ersons present.

A fte r  th e  singing o f  a  hym n and solo, and th e  c le a r ­
in g  u p  o f  a  disputed p oin t in  th e  previous Su nd ay’s 
discussion, th e  C hairm an announced th a t  th e  te rm  o f  
office o f  th e  Officers and C om m ittee o f  th e  A ssociatio n  
h ad exp ired , and th e  prin cipal business o f  th e  m eetin g  
w as to  e le c t  th e ir  successors. H e  called  u p o n  M r. 
D av is th e  a c tin g  S e cre ta ry , to  read his re p o rt fo r  the  
la s t  q u a rte r, b u t th e  re p o rt  n o t h av in g  been subm itted  
to  th e  C om m itte , w as n o t read . M r. S tow  th e

T re a su re r , th e n  read tho B a la n ce  S h e e t, w hich shewed 
a n e tt balance o f  £ 1 1  to  th e  c r e d it  o f  th e  A ssociation. 
T h o B alan ce  S h e e t as  au d ited , w as ad o p ted . The  
election  o f  Officers for th e  en su in g s ix  m onths w as then  
proceeded w ith , a n d  th e  follow ing w ere e le c te d  : 

P resid en t,— M b . S t e v e n s o n ,
V ice-P resid en ts,— M r . G . A . S to w  &  F r o st , 
T re a su re r ,— W . I I .  T e r r y ,
S e cre ta ry ,— J .  B .  D r e w ,
C o m m ittee ,— M e s s r s . K e l l y ,  M cL a u o h la n , 

B o n n e y , ADKrNS, S y m e , D o m e n ic in o , D a v is , W o l f e , 
and R e d d l e .

O n th e  m otion o f M r. K e lly , seco n d ed  by M r . Adkins 
th e  C om m ittee  w ere req u ested  to  tak e  e a r ly  step s  for 
th e  form ation  o f  a lib ra ry  for th e  u se  o f  M em bers. 
P rop osition s in referen ce  to  a  H y m n  B o o k , also the  
en g ag em en t o f  a  room  for C h o ir p ra ctice , w ere  left in 
th e  hands o f  th e  C om m ittee . I t  w as d ecid ed to  hold a  
Soiree and B all a t  an  early  d ate , and th e  m eetin g  closed.

T h e  le c tu re s  du rin g th e  la s t m onth  have been well 
atten d ed . T h o follow ing n o tes  o f an  in cid en t in the  
D iscussion w ore handed to  us by a  m e m b e r :—

Sunday evening March 9tli was devoted to a relation of personal 
cxiwriencos, and the discussion afterwards partook of that 
character. Two of the speakers had had similiar experiences, but 
differed somewhat in their conclusions. Both of them had 
embraced the primitive Gospels ns revived by Mr. Alexander 
Campbell of America. Namely, that Jesus came to give to God s 
people “ a knowledge of their salvation by the remission of their 
sins,"t through the ordinance of 11 the baptism of repentance'll 
both of them were baptised with the belief that by th a t ordinance 
their sins were "  washed away with a promise that they were 
to be the recipients after baptism, of the g ift of God’s Holy Spirit 
as given on the day of Pentecost*, On Joining the church, how­
ever, they found that it  contained no such gifts. They had 
therefore no evidence that it  was the church of Christ, to  whom 
the above and other promises were given, that the Holy Spirit 
should “ Abide with them for ever ”[||| One of them stated that on 
examining the passage quoted by Peter, on the day of Pentecost 
from Jo e l,ff  ho was convinced it  was fallacious, from the connect­
ion ; as it states that Israel is to be gathered “ in those days" 
and the nations of the Gentiles brought against Jerusalem | and 
that the salvation ref era to deliverance from bondage, from the 
bands of their enemies; not a spiritual one.J He therefore 
rejected this Scripture as false.

The Lecturer stated that he had found lasting consolation “ in 
keeping a conscience void of offence toward God and toward all 
men," and that it  was his first conviction that the conscience was 
the love of God within us, to direct our ways to peace and 
happiness. This was not denied by his opponent, who argued 
that conscience might be swayed by interest, feelings, and 
prejudice, that the heart is deceitful and our spirit and conviction 
might be wrong. His plan was to place his hope and confidence 
on a higher and firmer foundation,—the perfection and immuta­
bility of the character of God, as revealed in the works and laws 
of Nature, which would enable us to progress in  knowledge, love, 
and duty. He agreed with his opponent as to the necessity of 
attending carefully to the voice of an enlightened conscience, as 
his highest direction and guide upon earth.

T H E  R E C E N T  M U R D E R  I N  Q U E E N S L A N D -  

S T R A N G E  A P P A R I T I O N .

T h e  M aryb o rou gh  corresp o n d en t o f  th e  B risb an e  
Telegraph, w riting on  th e  2 4 th  u lt.,  say s  “  T h e  n igh t 
afte r  th e  enquiry as  to  th e  sud den d eath  h e re  o f  a  
w om an nam ed R ixso n  (w hen a  v e rd ic t o f  d eath  from  
n atu ra l causes w as re tu rn e d ), a  m an  nam ed  A d am son  
go in g  hom e a cro ss  th e  re se rv e , saw  a  gh o st. I f  you  
con sid er th is a  lau ghing m a tte r , I  assu re  y o u  th e  m an  
does n o t. H e  becom es fightable i f  y o u  b u t  sm ile  w hen  
h e  re la te s  his exp erien ce. T h is is  w h at h e  saw— F ir s t ,  
w h at ap p eared  like a  heap o f  b lack  e a r th . A s  he  
approached he saw  i t  m ove, and con clu d ed  i t  w as a  large

t  Luke i. 17. II M att. ii. 4. Acts ii. 88. * 1  Cor. vi. 11. %  A otsii.38 .
1111 John xiv. 16. f t  Acte ii. 16-22. J  Joel, i. 32., U. 1-8.
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black dog. B u t  still i t  k e p t grow ing la rg e r, and A dam ­
son conclu ded it w as a  d ru n k en  n ig g e r . M u sterin g  all 
bis cou rage  he w alked to w ard s' th e  ob ject. A s he drew  
n ear he was seize'd w ith a  v iolen t shaking, cold perspir­
ation  b u rs t o u t all over his body, a bundle which he was 
carry in g  on his sh ou ld er fell to  th e  grou n d , and his hat 
rose from  his head. I n  th e  fea tu res  o f  th e  apparition  
he recogn ised  th ose o f  M rs . R ixso n  ! T h en  cam e a  voice 
“  I  am  th e  m u rd ered  wife o f  R ixso n  ! "  Tlfe ap p arition  
then placed  o n e  o f  its  han ds ov er its  m outh , and the  
o th er on  its  th ro a t, a n d — disappeared. A dam son does 
n o t know how lo n g  he rem ain ed  on tho R eserve , o r  how 
he found his w ay h om e. N o x t  m orn in g h e  took his 
wife's advice, and to ld  his ex tra o rd in a ry  exp erien ce  to  
th e  police, and th e y , g ro w in g  suspicious, arres ted  R ixson  
and L y d ia  Q u ipp s. T h e  w om an w as n o soon er in the  
police office th a n  she m ade a  s ta tem en t, which she has 
since re p e a te d  in th e  P o lice  C o u rt. Sh e is n o t in 
custod y. I t  a p p ears  th a t  im m ediately a f te r  his 
m arriage R ixso n  to o k  a  “ d o w n "  on h is w retch ed  wife. 
H e coh ab ited  w ith h e r  b u t ono n ig h t. T h e  rem ain der  
o f th e  week o f  his w edded life he slept n t th e  woman 
Quipps' lodgings. H e  freq uently  sw ore th a t he would 
have th e  life o f  his wife. O n T u esd ay  m orning, 
M arch 1 5 , h e  le f t L y d ia  a t  six  o 'clo ck , and w en t to his 
garden to  dig h e r  som e sw eet p o tato es. In  ab o u t half- 
an -h ou r he re tu rn e d , and while delivering th e  po tato es  
said, “ I  have been and done for m y w ife.” T he woman  
answ ered, “  G o od  G o d , I  will never speak to you again  
as long as  m y nam e is L y d ia  Q u ipp s.” T h en  he held 
her by th e  windpipe, sayin g , “  This is th e  w ay I  did it .”  
A fterw ard s R ixso n  said t o i l e r ,  “ so help my G od I  have  
not done i t ; ”  and le ft h e r . I n  con seq u en ce o f  th e  
additional evidence th e  body w as exhu m ed , a  second post 
m ortem  exam in ation  held, and D r . L i t t le ,  on being  
re-called , g av e i t  as  h is  opinion, g a th e re d  from  the  
re-exam in ation  and from  th e  evid en ce, th a t  th e  woman  
had com e to  h er d eath  by s tra n g u la tio n . T h a t is the  
case. R ixso n  seem ed  u tte rly  aston ish ed  a t  th e  evidence  
the police h ad  g a th e re d , a n d  i t  is  believed th a t  th e  
rem orse— if  he is cap ab le  o f  i t— w hich visited E u g en e  
A ram  will in d u ce him  to  m ak e a  fu ll confession o f  his 
guilt.

M B S M E R I 8 M , oh P S Y C H O P A T H Y ,

B y  W .  H . T e e h y .

R ep rin ted  f r o m  th e  H a r b in g e r  o f  L ig h t , D ecem ber, 1 8 7 0 .
Th e existence of mesmeric power or magnetism in the human 

organization is now an acknowledged fact among all intelligent 
people, but the extent of this power and the beneficent use to 
which it may be directed, is a  matter with which few are 
acquainted. Most persons gain their information of the fact from 
witnessing or hearing of the biological exhibitions of itinerant 
mesmerists, who, for a  paltry pittance, prostitute one of the 
greatest and most beneficent gifts of God to man.

The true application of mesmerism is to remove physical 
suffering, to banish disease, and to restore the sick and weak to 
health and vigour— to strengthen the mind and purify the spirit. 
All that is necessary to accomplish these great ends is a healthy 
physical organization, a  temperate life, and a benevolent spirit. 
He who possesses these requisites has within him an immense and 
almost incalculable power, which, wielded with wisdom, will 
enable him to become a benefactor to humanity, without injury to 
himself. I t  is my intention to explain in a simple and compre­
hensible manner, as far as my knowledge and materials go, the 
nature of magnetism, and the method of applying it to the cure 
of disease, the alleviation of pain, and the development of 
Clairvoyance.

Magnetism, I  define to be a  spiritual fluid, generated by all 
things animate and inanimate, varying in quality and degree of 
refinement in accordance with thé refinement of its origin. In 
food, drink, and respiration, man absorbs tire spirit of all subor­
dinate things and substances, and refines them in accordance 
with his own refinement and obedience to Nature’s law, in a 
peater or less degree, The purity and curative efficacy of the 
individual magnetism depends almost entirely upon this. I  do 
not mean to asBert th at a high state of mental or intellectual

refinement is necessary to qualify an individual for a curative 
mesmerist—a simple uneducated man if tcnqrcratc in his life and 
pure-minded, may with the necessary instruction become a 
powerful curative mesmerist; but where a refined mind and high 
spiritual perceptions are conjoined to a sound and healthy physi­
cal organization, the influence transmitted is not alone to the 
body, but to the spirit of the subject, temporally releasing the 
spirit from the earthly tabernacle and bringing it en rapport with 
higher anti purer individualities, with whom it cau converse and 
receive instruction on matters pertaining to its eternal welfare. 
But setting aside for the present the spiritual aspect of the 
subject, we will consider it as an art having a scientific basis. 
By practice of the art we acquire some knowledge of the prin­
ciples of the science, the more we know of which, the more wc 
find we have to learn.

I t  is erroneously imagined by many that Mcsmcr was the dis­
coverer of the science of animal magnetism, whereas it was known 
and practised centuries before his time. A German nobleman, the 
Baron Von liclmont, a man of great scientific attainments, who 
flourished in the early part of the seventeenth century, in allusion 
to magnetism, writes—

" In maa there sits enthroned n noble energy, wheroby be is endowed with a 
capacity to act extra M, without and beyond the narrow texritoriee of himself, 
and by tho natural mngic of his will enabled to transmit a subtile and invisible 
virtue, a certain Influence that o|>erotes upon an object at a very great 
distance."

firs. Sibley, Bell, and others practised animal magnetism in Eng­
land, and performed many cures during the latter part of the last 
century, and Valentine Grcatrakes, an Irish gentlemen, performed 
wonderful cures by it a century earlier, but Mcsmcr popularized 
the subject; and although his method of treatment and theories 
with regard to it were unnecessarily elaborate, he performed 
many cures and gave the science of magnetism a public status it 
had not before possessed. The opposition of the medical faculty 
in Great Britain prevented its making any appreciable progress 
there, until about the year 1838, when Dr. John Elliotson then, Prin­
cipal of the London University Hospital, having become con­
vinced of its utility as a curative agent, introduced it into the 
treatment of the hospital, and succeeded in curing several other­
wise hopeless cases. This was too much of an innovation for his 
medical colleagues; they could not tolerate such unorthodox 
proceedings, and therefore passed a resolution forbidding the use 
of mesmerism in the hospital. Dr. Elliotson immediately resigned 
his professorship and went heart and soul into the work, a t the 
same time he established and edited The Xout, a journal devoted 
to mesmeric science, which was continued for 12 years, and con­
tains an immense number of mesmeric facts and wonderful cures 
by its agency. Among other remarkable cures, that of Dr. Ash- 
burner is not the least notiocablc, that gentleman was so 
thoroughly convinced that mesmerism and that alone had saved 
him when all other remedies failed, thnt he determined to devote 
the life be owed to it—to the study aud application of it, to the 
cure of others. He has since nobly performed the work and pub­
lished the result of his exper iences in a large aiffi interesting 
volume, entitled “ The Philosophy of Animal iBiguctism and 
Spiritualism," a  book which should be read by all who desire a  
lucid and philosophical exposition of the subject.

By mesmeric state I  mean a condition induced by mesmerism j 
differing from the normal condition of the subject. When tho 
operator, by the exercise of his mesmeric power, induces on. n 
patient an abnormal state, such state may be considered a 
mesmeric state. There arc various degrees of mesmeric conditions, 
but only three distinct states. Firstly, the state or condition 
where the subject retains his or her consciousness, but feels that a  
change has taken place; that they are nndcr a peculiar but not 
unpleasant influence—a  sort of paralysis—mid yet, tliough not 
always conscious of inability to arouse themselves, feel no desire 
to do so. When this condition is  induced, the operator can, by 
the exercise of the will, powerfully influence the weak portions of 
the patient's system. It. is necessary that the oi>erator should have 
a  definite object in view, and should then concentrate his whole 
energies to the bringing about of (he desired conditions. In 
phreno-mesmeri8m, where the organs of the brain are touched by 
the mesmeriser, they are immediately stimulated to action ; in
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like manner, in portion* of the body where the nervous circula­
tion has been imperfect, the touch and will of the operator will 
cause action and healthy circulation in the parts. When the 
desire is simply to strengthen a portion of the body, to remove 
paralysis or local weakness, the induction of this state is all that 
¡s' necessary, or to be sought for ; but when the patient is suffer­
ing from general ill-hcaltli, cerebral, or nervous disturbances, the 
mesmeric sleep is to be desired. This condition varies tn intensity: 
sometimes the subject appears to be in an easy, natural sleep, and 
would be disturbed by any sudden noise or shock, or by agitation 
on the part of the operator. This should always be guarded 
against, ns likely to leave the patient in a disturbed and excited 
condition, and destroy all the good of the sitting. The deep mag­
netic sleep is noticeably different from the common natural sleep. 
All consciousness and sensation arc suspended, the involuntary 
nervous action alone remains. This action cannot be suspended 
by the will of the operator; he can reduce the subject to a state 
resembling that of a corpse, as to the powers of moving, acting, 
and feeling, but all the involuntary actions of the system go on 
harmoniously. The heart beats, the lungs breathe, the stomach 
digests, and all the natural functions of the body continue to 
perform their parts with perfect regularity. I t  is a state of 
undisturbed repose. In  this state the patient truly rests, and 
awakes refreshed and strengthened. The digestive powers are 
tonod, the secretions arc promoted, the blood becomes vitalized, 
and throws off its impurities. When this state is induced on a 
subject suffering from any nervous or cerebral disease, or from 
exhaustion consequent upon acute suffering, the patient may with 
safety and advantage be allowed to sleep it  off, but the operator 
should not be out of reach, in case the patient should not 1« 
entirely free from the influence on awaking.

The third condition—the somnambulic or trance state, called by 
some the sleep-waking state—is rarely induced. I t  is only those 
whose organizations are specially sensitive to mesmeric influence, 
who reach this condition. In  some few instances this condition 
is induced in the first instance; in others it  is developed by 
degrees. The eyes arc closed, the countenance generally calm and 
placid, and often illumin’d by an expression of refinement beyond 
its normal appearance. The subject secs clearly, apparently from 
tho forehead ; everything is transparent to its clear perception or 
vision ; even the thoughts of the operator are visible, and are 
frequently commented upon by tho subject. In this state, i f  not 
controlled by the will of the operator, the subject will see and 
describe spirits and spiritual scenes, and often become a medium 
through whom the disembodied communicate to their brethren in 
tho flesh.

To be concluded in our next.

a n  S o u r  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t s .

( B en digo  A d v ertiser, Tuesday, A p r i l  11/A , 1 8 7 6 .)

H a v in g  heard a  g re a t deal said ab o u t M rs . P .,  the  
spiritual m edium  o f C astlem aine, I  jo in ed  w ith a  few  
oth ers in an invitation to  h e r  and h e r  husband to  be 
p resen t a t  a seance w ith th e  m em bers and friends o f th e  
S an d h u rst E n e rg e tic  C ircle. T he in v itatien  was accep ted  
fo r  T uesday evening, th e  4 th  in st, in th e  u su al p lace o f  
m eetin g  o f  th a t  now w ell-know n c ircle . T h ere  w ere  
p resen t as  th e  clock  stru ck  seven, eleven m em bers, M r. 
and M rs . P . ,  and nine o th e r  v isitors, m aking in all 
tw en ty -tw o ladies and gen tlem en. A lth o u g h  th ere  was 
a  dow npour o f  rain  a t  th e  h o u r o f  m eetin g, y e t  every  
on e was p resen t to  th e  m in u te, show ing th a t i t  m ust be 
n o ord in ary  m a tte r  w hich could b rin g  so m an y persons 
from  th e ir  hom es on  su ch  a  night. I  w bb  in trod u ced  to  
M r. and M rs. P .  by th e  chairm an, w ho seem ed in his 
elem en t, and I  found th e m  both v e ry  n ice , agreeable

C de. M r. P .  holds a  m ost resp ectab le  position in  th e  
eral Post-office, and M rs. P .  is  a  p riv a te  m edium, 

deriving n o  personal ben efit w h atever from  th e  s tra n g e

Ew er w ith whioh she is  gifted . Sh e is  a  very  p leasan t- 
>king lad y, o f  ab o u t th ir ty  y e a rs  o f  age , o f  m iddle  

s ta tu re , and ag reeab le  m anners. Sh e was v e ry  cordially  
received  by a ll p resen t, a n d  seem ed qu ite a t  hom e w ith  
everyb ody. T h ere  w as r a th e r  a  fine-toned cab in et organ  
in  th e  room , a n d  a  g en tlem an  well up in his profession

presided a t  it , v e ry  m aterially  ad d in g to  th e  h arm on y o f  
th e  seance by his fine p layin g  o f  som e o f  th e  choicest 
m usic from , I  should say , a  r a th e r  e x te n siv e  rep erto ire. 
M rs. P .  w as tak en  in to  a  b ack  a p a rtm e n t, a n d  carefully  
searched by tw o o f th e  lad y  visitors, an d  a  m osquito-net 
bag, in to  which she w as placed  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  the  
sean ce , w as also  exam in ed  by so m e o f  th e  g en tlem en , 
b u t noth in g o f  a c lan d estin e n a tu re  w as foun d about 
e ith e r. A  gen tlem an  visitor locked th e  d o or and kept 
th e  key u n til th e  close o f  th e  sean ce . E v e ry th in g , so  
far, seem ed sq u are  and above bo ard . A fte r  th e  chairm an  
had m ade a  sn o rt sp eech  to  th o se  p re se n t, p o in tin g  out 
th e  ab su rd ity  o f  sup posin g th a t  a  n u m b er o f  resp ectab le  
p ersons would s it  re g u la rly  tw ice  a  w eek for a  series of 
y e a rs  “  for th e  deligh tful pu rp ose o f  d eceiv in g them ­
selves and frien d s,” all han ds in th o  c irc le  w ere  joined, 
M rs, P . being seated  betw een th e  tw o ch airm en , w ith her  
back to  a  la rg e  cab in et used by th e  sp irits  fo r  m aking  
them selves visible i n ; and a gen tlem an  tied  th e  bag  
a f te r  M rs. P . w as enveloped in it . T h e  L o rd ’s p rayer  
w as said and hym ns sun g in th e  d ark , fo r  th e  canales  
had all been blow n o u t. M rs. P . still in h er n o rm al s ta te  
rep orted  th a t h er sp irit frien ds w ere  p u sh in g h e r  tow ards  
th e  cab in et, and, in a  little , she ad d ed , th e y  h ad lifted  
h er on h er ch a ir  in to  i t ,  a b y  n o m eans lig h t th in g  for a  
sp irit to  do. M rs. P . seem ed now  to  be a  good deal co n ­
vulsed, and w hile th e  c ircle  w ere singing, a  n oise as  o f  
som ething falling on  th e  tab le  w as heard . A  lig h t was 
stru ck , and to  th e  aston ish m en t o f  a ll, th e re , s u re  enough, 
was a  larg e  q u an tity  o f  flow ers, som e b ein g  on  th e  table  
a n d -a  few on th e  floor. I t  w as n o ticed  to o  th a t  th ese  
flowers w ere  a ll w et. M rs. P . cam e forw ard  and  
exam ined th em , and a t  on ce  d eclared  th a t  th e y  were 
hers, and th a t she h ad p u t th em  in to  a  vase re stin g  on 
th e  m an telp iece o f  w h at she called h er “  f ro n t ro o m  ” a t  
C astlem aine. T h e  whole c ircle  th en  sto o d  up , and w ith  
M r. and M rs. P .  solem nly d eclared  in th e  s ig h t o f God  
th a t  th ey  had no consciou s a c t  o r  p a r t in b rin gin g  th ese  
flowers th ere . A fte r  th e  e x c ite m e n t h ad died dow n a 
little , M rs. P .  m oved back in to  th e  ca b in e t, th e  ligh ts  
w ere blow n ou t, and th e  sean ce  w as resu m ed . M rs. P . 
now called  o u t th a t th e  sp irits  had ta k e n  aw ay  h e r  n et  
bag, and in a  few  m inutes she becam e en tran ced — a  m ost 
unusual th in g w ith h er, I  w as to ld . J u s t  as  th e  circle  
was conclu ding th e  singing o f  a  hym n, a  sh arp , m etallic  
th ud w as h eard  on th e  tab le, and a t  th e  sam e m om ent 
both chairm en fe lt them selves receiv e  a  slig h t blow  on  
th e ir  w rists from  th e  a rtic le  w hich h ad fallen . On 
ligh tin g up , i t  w as discovered to  be a  c ry sta l vase, and 
w ith a  few drops o f w a te r  still in it . M r . P .  a t  once  
claim ed i t  as nis, and on M rs. P .  aw ak en in g fro m  her 
abn orm al s ta te , sbe said i t  w as th e  vase in w h ich  th e  
flowers w ere w hich h ad been dep osited  o n  th e  ta b le  a  
few m inutes previously . I t  w as also  foun d th a t  h er  
co n tro l had tak en  h e r  ear-d rop s o u t of h er e a rs  and 
ca rr ie d  th em  aw ay. T h e  n e t  b ag  to o  w as n o w h ere to  
bo found. A s you m ay well suppose, a ll w as now  
excitem en t and aston ishm ent, for in th e  p re se n ce  o f  
such facts  and u n d er such te s t  cond itions frau d  w as o u t  
o f th e  question. H e r e  w as, b efore o u r  eyes, fresh  
flowers and a  c ry sta l vase, which i t  w as a v e rre d  had been  
b ro u g h t from  C astlem aine, a  d istan ce b y ro a d  o f  a t  le a s t  
tw enty-five m iles, and, as  th e  cro w  flies, I  th in k , o f  som e 
tw en ty m iles, in to  a  locked-up room  by invisible beings, 
who, as th e  chairm an rem arked,-“  m u st b e  endow ed w ith  
in telligen ce and m ech an ical p o w er." W h a t  w ere  th e y  ? 
W e r e  th e y  sp irits, as w as claim ed fo r  th e m ;  o r  w h at ?  
D id su ch  a  m ethod o f  trav ellin g  n o t b e a t th e  te leg rap h  
and railw ay to g e th e r  1 A n d  m ig h t i t  n o t  y e t  be u tilized  
w hen th e  conditions w hich co n tro lled  i t  w ere  b e tte r  
know n, in to  th e  serv ice  o f  m an ? T h ese a n d  su ch  like  
ob servation s w ere  m ad e by som e p re se n t a t  th e  s ig h t o f  
th ese  s tra n g e , and certain ly  w onderful m an ifestatio n s. 
I t  w as now reso lved  th a t  th e  tw o  ch airm en  sh ou ld  hold  
M rs. P .  by th e  hands, and th e  c ircle  also  a ll to  jo in  th e ir  
hands, and see  i f  “ th e  sp irits  ”  w ould b rin g  back h er  
earrin gs. T h e  tab le  rap p ed  o u t th a t  th e y  w ould be  
b rou gh t, and acfiordingly in  a  few  m in u tes b o th  fell on  
th e  ta b le  in  f ro n t o f M rs. P .  O n lig h tin g  u p  th e r e  th e y  
w ere. T h e  tab le  also  to ld  th a t  th e  sp irits  h ad  ta k e n  th e  
m osquito b ag  back to  M rs. P . ’s  h o u se a t  C astlem ain e. 
The tw o  ladies re -search ed  M rs . P . ,  a t  h e r  husband’s



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 1015

re q u e st, but no n e ttin g  w as found ab o u t h er. H e r  hus­
band sa t d u rin g  th e  sean ce  a t  th e  o th e r end o f  th e  circle. 
T h e  ch a irm a n , I  m ay s ta te ; received a  le t te r  th e  n e x t day 
th a t  th e  n e t b ag  had been found by M rs. P . on her bed, 
a t  1 1  o ’clock  a .m .; M r. P . also  forw arded th e  said bag  
to  th e  ch airm an , w ho re p o rts  th a t  i t  is still k n otted  a t  
th e  top as  th e  gen tlem an  k n otted  i t  in th e  c ircle  when 
placed  up on M rs. P .  A s  th is b ag  could n o t bo found in 
any u a r t o f  M rs . P . ’s  house when th eysirriv ed  hom e by 
th e  n rs t tra in  on  W ed n esd ay  m orn in g, accom p anied by 
a  S an d h u rst g en tlem an , sen t to  search  for i t  with them , 
i t  is p resu m ed  by th o se  acqu ainted  w ith th e  fitful 
c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  nh enom eua th a t th e  sp irits  m ust have 
afterw ard s co n tro lled  M rs. P .,  and th en  dropped it  
w h ere she foun d i t .  A s  M rs . P .'s  seance w as now over, 
th e  m edium  o f  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle , who had been seated  
beside th e  v isito rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  sean ce , w as invited to  
e n te r  th e  ca b in e t for a  few m inutes, a  req u est with which  
he very kin d ly  com plied , with a  view o f  lo ttin g M r. and  
M rs. P . aud th e  o th e r visitors see K in g 's  light. On his  
becom in g e n tra n ce d , a  w eird-looking phosph orescent 
lig h t ap p eared  in fro n t o f  th o  cab in et and visible to  all 
p resen t. I t  m oved up and down, a n d  th en  assum ed a  
globular sh ap e ; and w as, ap p aren tly , covered  w ith w hite  
g a u z e ; M rs. P .  d eclarin g  th a t  she saw a  face behind it, 
and both h e r  a n d . th e  chairm an rep o rted  seein g  a white 
draped figu re stan d in g  ou tside th e  cab in et, upon which  
tho reflection  o f  K in g ’s lig h t fell. I  m ay add th a t during  
th o  singing o f  th e  T e  D eu m  several heard a  gru ff voice, 
like th a t  of a  m an, as if  speak ing to  M rs. P . when she 
was inside th e  ca b in e t, and th a t  lady on  com ing o u t of 
h er tr a n c e  cou ld  sca rce ly  believe b u t th a t  soino m em ber  
o f  th e  c ircle  h ad  been stan d in g  b y h er talk in g  to  h er, as  
she rep o rted  seeing a  ta ll, d ark  m an, speaking to  h e r  in 
th e  cab in et. Y o u  will u n d erstan d , sir, th a t  I  have 
m erely rep o rted  th ese  th in g s as th ey  cam e u n d er my 
ow n o b servation , leav in g  y o u  and y o u r read ers to  draw  
th e ir  ow n d ed u ction s from  th em . T he phenom ena, so far  
aB I  could see, w ero gen u in e. I  could n o t believe in any  
one p resen t being g u ilty  o f  th e  baseness o f  im posing  
upon th e  cre d u lity  o f  his fe llow -creatu res on so sacred  a  
su b ject, f ra u g h t as  i t  is with so m om entous re su lts  to  
m ankind ; a n d  w h atever con clu sion  m ay be drawD, for  
m y own p a r t I  c a n  tru ly  say  th a t  I  sp en t a  m o st pleasan t 
evening w ith th e  S p irits  and Sp iritu alists, a n d  cam e  
aw ay d.- ply a n d  favorab ly  im pressed w ith all I  saw  and  
heard. -In  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  “ H a m le t,” I  w as m ad e to  
m entally  exclaim , on  view ing th ese  w onders o f  “ th e  
people from  th e  o th e r  w orld ,” evidently “ th e re  are  
m ore th in g s in  heaven and e a rth  th an  a re  d ream t o f  in 
o u r  philosophy.”

T H E O R Y  O F .  T H E  P H Y S I C A L  M A N I F E S ­

T A T IO N S .

(T ra n s la ted  by O. W . R o h n er.)

T h e  follow ing in te re stin g  a r tic le  is  tran slated  from  th e  
M a y  n u m b er o f  th e  R e v u e  S p ir ite ,  1 8 5 8 , and, as i t  con­
tain s a  m o re  co n c re te  and philosophical an alysis and  
rep resen ta tio n  o f  th e  asto u n d in g  ph enom ena th a n  I  have  
m e t w ith an y w h ere , in  e ith e r  E n g lish  o r  A m erican  
S p iritu alistic  li te ra tu re , I  do n o t con sid er i t  n ecessary  to  
apologise to  y o u r  re a d e rs  fo r  in tro d u cin g  to  them  
sp ecu lation s an d  views eu terta in ed  and expressed, 
eighteen  y e a rs  a g o , hy a  m an  w ho, in my opinion a t  
leas t, has been th e  m ost scientific a n d  m ost lucid  
exp o n en t o f  th e  philosophy o f  Spiritualism  hith erto  
p rod u ced  b y  th e  m ovem ent,— th e la te  incom parable  
A llan  K a r d e c :—

“ The moral influence of spirits, the relations which they can 
establish between themselves and our minds, are easily under­
stood. We understand how two beings of the same nature can 
communicate with one another by thought; but it  is somewhat 
more difficult to render a satisfactory account to ourselves with 
regard to the material effects which the spirits are able to 
produce, such as raps, movements of heavy bodies, apparitions, 
and especially tangible materializations. Of these phenomena we 
intend giving an explanation, based upon communications from 
the spirits themscives and upon th e observation of facts.

The idea which most people form for themselves about the 
nature of the spirits renders, at the very outset, these phenomena 
incomprehensible. Sp irit,it is said, is the absence of all m atter 
therefore it canuot act materially ; now it is here where the error 
lies. The spirits, who were asked the question whether they are 
material or i mmatcnal, have given this answer : • Immaterial is 
not the right worl, for spirit is something, otherwise it  would 
lapse into nothingness. It is—if yon will have it  so—matter, but 
matter of so ethereal a description that it has almost no existence 
for you.' Spirit, therefore, is not, as some are inclined to believe, 
a mere abstraction ; i t  is an entity, but such an one thnt its 
innermost nature escai>es our gross senses.

This spirit, dressed in a garment of flesh, constitutes the soul; 
but when it lays aside this garment, at the time of death, it does 
not depart without some sort of envelopment. All spirits tell us 
that they preserve the same shape and ap|«.arance as they had 
during life, and thnt, indeed, when they np[>cnr to us, i t  is almost 
always in the form in which we have known them on earth.

Let us attentively watch them a t the moment when they have 
quitted this life ; they are in a troubles! s ta te ; everything is in 
confusion around them ; they sec their hotly, no matter whether 
whole or mutilated, in accordance with the manner of their 
death ; on the other hand, they sec and feel that they are living ; 
something informs them that this body belongs to themselves, and 
they do not understand that they are separated from i t ; the bond, 
therefore, which united them Is not yet altogether'broken.

So soon ns this first moment of trouble has vanished, the body 
becomes to them an old garment of which they have divested 
themselves, and the loss of which they no longer regret, but they 
nevertheless continue to see themselves endowed with their 
primitive form. The reader must bear in mind that this is not 
an empty theory, but the result of observations made on numerous 
subjects.

Thus it  would appear that there are two kinds of matter in us— 
one gross, which constitutes the outward garment, the other fine 
and indestructible. Death is the destruction, or rather segrega­
tion, o f the first of that which the soul leaves behind ; the second 
disengages itself and follows the soul, which thus finds itself 
always clothed in a garment, and this garment We have called 
periijirit. This refined matter, extracted, so to speak, from all 
the parts of the body to which it  wns tied during life, retains tho 
impressions of the carnal body ; this is the reason why the spirits 
see one another and appear to us such ns they were whilst living 
in the fleBh. But this refined m atter has neither the tenacity nor 
the rigidity of the compact matter of the body; i t  is, if we may 
so express ourselves, flexible and elastic, and, in consequence of 
this, the form which it  takes, though shaped after the outlines of 
the body, is not absolute; i t  accommodates itself to the will of 
the spirit which can impart to it  any appearance it  pleases, 
whereas before the 6olid enrelvjtpc offered insurmountable obstacles 
to such a transformation ; tho jioruprU , however, when once 
liberated from this clog, expands, contracts, and transforms itscif 
in accordance with the desire thnt sets it  iiAnotion.

Observation proves, and we insist upon this word oUereation, 
for the whole of our theory is the result of carefully conducted 
studies, that the refined matter which constitutes the second 
enveloppe o f  the spirit disengages itself only little by little from 
its grosser carnal body, and not by any means suddenly. Thus 
the bonds which unite the soul anil the body are not instanta­
neously broken by death. This is the scientific explanation of 
the death struggle, during which tho disengagement of the soul 
from the body takes place; and the spirit docs not recover the 
entire freedom of its faculties nnd the clear consciousness of itself 
until this disengagement is complete.

Experience, moreover, proves that the duration o f this dis­
engagement varies with different individuals. W ith some it  is 
wrought in three or four days, whilst in others it  is not entirely 
completed after several months. Thus the destruction nnd de­
composition of the body is  not sufficient to effect tho final 
separation ; and this is  the reason why some spirits say : 11 feel 
the worms gnawing me.’
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With some iicrsons this separation commences before the death ; 
they arc those who, during th i j life, have become elevated in 
thought and purity of sentiment above things material ; death in 
these finds only feeble ties between the soul and the body, and 
these tics arc almost instantaneously broken. The more material 
life a man has'lcd, the more lie has Iwcn absorbed in the pleasures 
and pre-occupations of his individuality, the more tenacious will, 
invariably, these ties 1« found ; i t  would almost seem th at the 
refined matter of the p tri.p rit  has become identified with the 
compact matters of the carnal body, and that there exists between 
them a kind of molecular cohesion, on account of which they arc 

only slowly and laboriously separated.

During the first moments which follow death, when there exists 
still n certain union of the body and pfritprit, the latter pre­
serves much better the outlines of the corporeal form of which, so 
to speak, it reflects all the different shades and characteristic 
features. This is the reason why a criminal told us a few days 
after his execution.' I f  you could see me. you would sec me with 
the head cut from the body.' A man who had been murdered 
told us : 1 Do you see the wound inflicted on me ovor the h e a rt! ' 
He thought we could see him.

These considerations will lend us to examine the interesting 
question of the sensation and sufferings of the spirits, which we 
shnll do in a future article, as we desire to confino ourselves here 
to the study of the physical manifestations.

Let us, therefore, represent to ourselves the spirit clothed in his 
semi-material cneeloppc or p fritp r it  under the form or appearance 
of its carnal existeuce. The matter of this cneeloppc is so much 
refined that it escapes our sight in its normal state, but this is no 
reason why it should be absolutely invisible, ns spirit-photography 
amply proves. We sec it first with the eyes of the spirit in the 
visions of our dreams, but with this subject we are not a t present 
dealing. This ethereal matter can undergo such a modification, 
the spirit itself can operate upon it  in such a manner that by a 
process of partial condensation it  can be rendered visible to ou r 
bodily eyes; this is the case in the npparitions whioh seem to 
consist of vapour. The fineness of this matter is so great that it  
can pass through solid bodies ; these apparitions, therefore, are 
not impeded by any obstacles and often vanish through walls.

The process of condensation can be carried to so high a degroc 
as to produce the sensation of resistance and tangibility. This 
takes place in the eases of formation of spirit hands which can be 
grasped and pressed. But this condensation or rather solidifica­
tion of the ethereal matter is merely temporary and accidental, 
because it is not its normal state, and this is the reason why these 
apparitions, tangible at a given moment, often escape from us like 
a shadow. Thus, as we see a body presenting itself to  us in a 
Bolid, liquid, and gaseous state, according to its degree of conden­
sation, so can the ethereal m atter of the p fr itp r it  appear to  us 
in a solid, vaporous visible, or vaporous invisible state. We shall 
see directly how this modification is brought about.

I f  a spirit hand appears, it offers resistance ; i t  exerts pressure, 
i t  leaves impressions or forms moulds, i t  effects traction upon 
objects held in our hands ; there is, therefore, some strength or 
force in it. These fncts, which are no hypotheses, can place us on 
the road leading to the discovery of the causes of the physical 
manifestations.

L e t us remark first that the spirit hand obeys a certain intelli­
gence, because i t  acts spontaneously, gives unequivocal signs of its 
will, and follows the behests of thought; i t  belongs, therefore, to 
a  full-formed being which shows to us only this part of its 
body.

Among the different manifestations, one of the most interesting 
is, without a doubt, that one of the spontaneous play of musical 
instruments. Pianos and accordions seem to be the most favo­
rite instruments for the production of this effect. This pheno­
menon is  explained in a quite natural manner by what we have 
■aid above. The hand which has the strength of grasping and 
holding an object may also dwell with sufficient force on the keys 
of a piano to produce m usic; the fingers, moreover, have often

been seen whilst playing, and when the hand is not seen, the key„ 
are seen to move and the bellows to  rise and fall.

As this spirit hand is able to bury Its nails in our flesh, to pinch 
ns, and to pull objects out of our hands ; as we see this hand seize 
and carry away a given article, ns we would do ourselves, so it 
can also strike blows, make raps, l if t  and upset a table, ring a 
bell, open bed curtains and even give an occult box on one's 

ears.

I t  will doubtlessly be asked how this spirit hand can have the 
same force in the vaporous invisible condition as in the tangible 
state. And why not ? Do we not see the air blow down edifices, 
the gas throw out a dart, electricity transmit signals, and the 
magnetic fluid lift masses. Why should the ethereal m atter of 
the p fr itp r it  be less potent l Bu t we must not wish to submit this 
refined matter to the experiments of the laboratory and to our 
algebraic formulas ; we must not, in  particular, suppose it  pos­
sessed of idm tical properties as ordinary m atter, and calculate its 
strength and power as we would that of steam. Until now it has 
escaped the searching inquiry of a ll our instrum ents; i t  gives 
rise to  an entirely new order of ideas not catalogued in  the annals 
of what is presumptuously called the exact scicncet, and this is 
the reason why these sciences do not furnish any special aptitude 
to investigate and appreciate the all-important spiritual pheno­
mena.

We give this theory of the movement of solid bodies under 
spirit influence only to show the question under different aspects, 
and to prove that, without departing too much from received 
notions, it is possible to render an account of the action of the 
spirits upon inert m atter ; but there is  still another aspect o f the 
question, and one far more philosophical, namely, the account 
given by the spirits themselves, which throws nn entirely new 
light upon the subject. This account ns rendered by the spirits 
will be better understood after this one has been read carefully ; 
besides it  is useful to be acquainted with all the systems to enable 
us to make extensive comparisons.

W hat remains now to be explained is the manner in which this 
modification of the ethereal matter of the p fr is p r it  is  effected, 
what processes the spirits adopt, and what part physical mediums 
take in the production of these phenomena, what changes take 
place in them, the cause and nature of this faculty, ice. This we 
shall do in our next article.

(T o be continued in  our next.)

T H E  E X U L T A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S M  O P  V I C T O R  

H U G O .

I  fee! in myself, says Victor Hugo, the future life. 
I am like a forest which has been more than once cut 
down. The new shoots are stronger and livelier than 
ever, I  am rising, I know, toward the sky. The sunshine 
is on my head. The earth gives me its generous sap, 
but heaven lights me with the reflection of unknown 
worlds. You say the soul is nothing but the resultant 
to bodily powers. Why, then, is my soul the more 
luminous when my bodily powers begin to fail ? Winter 
is on mv head and eternal spring is in my heart. There 
I  breathe at this hour the fragrance of the lilacs, the 
violets and the roses, as at twenty years. The nearer 
I  approach the end, the plainer I  hear around me the 
immortal symphonies of the worlds which invite me. 
It  is marvellous vet simple. I t  is a fairy tale and it is 
history. For half a century I  have been writing my 
thoughts in prose and verse; history, philosophy, drama, 
romance, tradition, satire, ode and song—I  have tried 
all. But I  Teel I  have not said the thousandth part of 
what is in me. When I  go down to the grave I  can say, 
like so many others, “ I  have finished my day’s work,” 
but I  cannot say “ I  have finished my life.” My day’s 
work wul begin again the next morning. The tomb 
is not a blind alley ; it is a thoroughfare. I t  closes on 
the twilight to open with the dawn. I  improve every 
hour because I  love this world as my fatherland, and 
because the truth compels me as it compelled Voltaire, 
that human divinity. My work is only a beginning.
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to Hit Excellency .S ir  G . F .  B o w e n , g .c .m .c 

A NSTO N  S T R K E T , M E L B O U R N E , 
i  sh o rt d is ta n ce  from  th e  T ow n  H all.

BY ELECTRIG 
TELEGRAPH,

T h e  W e s t  E n d  o f  
L o n d o n  i n  M e l - 
b o u b n k .  [Telegram] 
Sydney, May 2,1873. 
T o  M r. Jo h n  B o a te r

0 8WANSTON STREET, 
Rainbow Hotels. 

NEAR TOWN HALL, 8 AME

tOSwansti nst,Melbourne 
Judaea award Medal to 

yon. Baying" Highly Ar- 
tlaUc and Beautifully 
Made. Equal to Any­
thing of the kind from the 
West Rnd of London." 

Exhibition Buildings,
J .  O. KNIGHT.

between Garton's and

R O B E R T
( f b o m  

SANGSTEBS,

LONDON),

K I N G S T O N ,
MAKER BY

/ liO JM M lN T  

TO HER MAJESTY,

M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E .  
T H O U G H T  A S S O C I A T IO N .

T he above A sso ciatio n  m e e ts  a t  th o  M aso n ic  Hall, 
L onsdale S tre e t , ev ery  S u n d ay  even in g , fo r  th e  presen­
tation  and discussion o f  all su b je c ts  p e rta in in g  to the 
sp iritu al, in tellectu al, and social ad v an cem en t o f man­
kind.

Conditions o f  M em bership  ;— E n ro lm e n t  a n d  the pay­
m ent o f  a  qu a rterly  subscription, the am ount o f  which is 

f i x e d  by the en ro llin g  m em ber.
Service com m en ces a t  7  p .m . _____________________

SINGER’S SEWING MACHINES-
The highest premium in tho gift o f tho public has again been awarded to

T H E  S IN G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H IN E  CO M PAN Y
Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.

These Returns show the sales of the SING ER to have reached 
the enormous sum of 232,114 MACHINES, ns against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a  Balance 
of 113,251 M a c h in e s  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  S i n g e r .

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2171 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of tile Value of the SINGER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago F ire  SufferersI 
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and eachappli 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o t e  t h e  R e s u l t  : O f those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY 
SUPPLIED 2127 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 11 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—“ New York Dispatch." 

STANFORD k  CO,, Corner Bourke and Russell Streets, 
__________ Colouinl Agents for the Singer  Company.__________

F i l e s  o f th e  b a n n e r  o f  l i g h t , s p i r i t u a l  
M A G A Z IN E , and S P I R I T U A L I S T ,  also H A R ­

B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T , for th o  la s t  fo u r  y e a rs , for sale, 
cheap. A p ply office o f  th is p ap er.

U m b r e l l a
3STo. 26 R O Y A L  ARCADE,
And. No. 19 BaBtern Arcade,

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk. Satin Cl nil, 
_______ Zanilla, and Alpaca. ’

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyante for Diagnosing Disease,

8 0  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T , N E X T  D E T E C T IV E  
O F F I C E .

H
P U B L I C A T I O N S .

N ow  R ead y , p rice  10 s . 6d .
O L Y  T R U T H ; or, T h e  C om in g Reform ation. 

B y  H u g h  J u n o r  B r o w n e .

T h e  Sp iritu al P h ilo so p h y. ■
Scien ce and R elig io n  R eco n ciled .
A ddress to  T h o u g h tfu l C h ristian s.

M essages from  th o  S p ir it  W o rld .  
Shakspero, B e n  Jo n so n , G-. V . B ro o k e .

W . H . T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u ssell S tre e t .

- « » Ä S8outh. Melbourne
----- - — their Office, lOf
Terry, and published


