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: ‘Olm of the most noticeable evidences of the progress

of Spiritualism in England is the altered tone of the |

‘secular press, which has been particularly apparent
&urmg the last few months. In our last appeared ex-

tracts from the Nonconformist and Westminster Review, |

~ which are indeed “signs of the times,” and indicate
unmistakeably a reaction in favor of the spiritual hypo-
theses. The former paper condemns in no measured
terms the conduet of ‘many scientific men, who it com-

~ pares with clowns rather than philosophers, and com- |

mends those few brave scientists who at the risk of re-
putation have persisted in their investigations, and with
the true spirit of scientific explorers, grappled with the
difficult subject before them, regardless of the contumely
of the ignorant, or the contempt of their fellow-laborers
~ in the field of nature. The latter journal goes further

~ than /i;hla, and spesks of Spiritualism in terms which
could not be excelled by its most ardent advocates.
* This change of tone is still more remarkable when we
_consider that the Weetminster Review has until recently
~ shown an antipathy to Spiritualism, and admitted to it
~ columns numerous articles opposed to both its theory
and phenomens. The accumulation of facts and evidences,
the reiteration of testimony, the simultaneous manifes-

- ta.hon of phenomena recorded in all parta of the civilised

world, the presence in London'of M. Akeakof on behalf
of the St. Petersburgh commission, for the investigation
of Spiritualism, are havmg their legitimate effect, and

e the most far-seemg of the Enghsh journals are takmg

~ the bull by the horns, and acknowledging the claims of

| Spmtualmm to animpartial investigation. This bare act
of justice is all that Spiritualists have asked for years

past. In the face of the scorn, contumely, and persecution-
| ‘duected a.gamst them 'by the pre;udwed masses urged on

f”

by pulpxt &nd press, they have sxmply demanded an in-
vestigation of their phenomens, and a rational discussion
of their philosophy, but this has been denied them, and
& bitter spirit of unreasoning opposition, not unfre-
quently backed up by falsehood, has been exhibited in
its place. But the taith of the Spiritualist is & living
one, founded in most cases on actual sensuous demon.
¢ | stration it could not wane or become wesk, and the
constant additions to its ranks has gradually trodden
down the most formidable opposition, leaving the way
clearer for the dissemination of its true character, The
reformatory mission of Spiritualism is indicated in the
second article we have alluded to, where the writer eays,
“It seems certain that, whether truly or falsely, Spirit-
ualism will re-establish on what professes to be ground
of positive evidence, the fading belief in a futrire life—
not such a future as is dear to the reigning theology,
but a future developed from the present, a continuation
under improved conditions of the scheme of things
around us.” This is the new. Gospel of the nineteenth
century, a gospel indeed of glad tidings, not only
adapted to the simple and confiding, but to the mind
developed in the materialistic atmosphere of the time,
giving good cheer to the weary and heavy laden,and
offering a wide field of exploration to the ardent student,
destroying superstition, and brmgmg that which has.
been hitherto deemed supematuml within the domains
of natural law. :

The more general recognition of the clmms of Spmt-
ualism by the influential English journals must exercite
a most powerful influence upon the public mind in all
British communities, for hitherto thousands have been“
prevented from investigating by the unfavorable i impres-
sion imbibed from the antagonism of the press, which
has as arule published only the dark side of the sab-
ject. We have no desire to shut out this dark side,

but would have the question prosented fairly ; let all o
| that can be said against it be said and published far and -

wide, but let us have a fair field to refute misstatements,
to, present our evidences, and to argue disputed pointa,
All we ask is, “a fair field and no favor” with unbiseged
reason for a tmbunal. If prejudice is set aside the sense
of justice inberent in the mind of all civilised men

should grant us this, IfSp tnalmn:sadeluaxon,a“ S
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| fullnnd géhemﬁl emenof it will lead to & more

- ment of modern times. |

~ some reference to Atheism, when it was written.]

-y control will be short, but there is this I wish to
- lmpress upon you—that you do not confound Free-

~ ception, and a desire to rise in the scale of knowledge,

- but were man to try to define what we call the *great

Airst prin'cigle of life” he must assugedly fail in the |
t.

- mind and matter around you. Be not shocked when a

_gister or brother declares there is no God; it is their

- blindness or want of perception of nature’s laws, for to
e a world of m%t

- working co-eternally together, and where there is a man

- his powers, and his true position in the natural and
. spiritual economy. R |

~ Dedioated to the Children of the Melbourne Spirituslists’ ,
R | : " I'none good, save God.

~*Angels around us, join in our song;

= %Ask and yo shall have,” Christ bade the call;
.. fHory be to Glod on high. |

. Ask God to cheer us, on this path of life,
f:-'ffﬁjvff ‘:-GIer‘bfeto'Godfon high | o .
- Guide us in the true path, thou wouldst have us go,

- ©._ Let thy angels teach us, thou art here below,

- Glory be to God on high.”
o . f,"' B omﬂ,come, comeiﬂ
. . Cometoour aghmm

- Come and be
- £ @Glory be to God on high.

rapid exposure of it fallagles. If, on the otber hand, it
is the great truth indicated by the Wastmineter Review,
the importance of its reslization cannot be over-esti-

mated, It will undoubtedly be the greatest develop-

PLAKCHE'J.T?E COMMUNICATION.

[The conversstion had been on Freethought, with

- Your atmosphere is dense and electrical, consequently

| thouﬁht with no thought, or the thoughts and aspirations
which run in one groove or particular direction. To
make free thinking useful to yourselves or the community
of which you are a part, it should be guided by a desire
to kmow and follow truth and to be able to judge of
what and wherein truth lies. There must be clear per-

attempt, To you who are just entering into life, that
life which hag no end, with a'}l, its capacities unrevesled,
“how can you grasp the illimitable which is unrevealed
4o higher wortals, those of your own nature who have
pagsed out of darknmees into dight? Your opinions
change with your enlightenment, and according to the

views which you entertain of those developments in

ter there must be a world of spirit,

there is a God, not in the theological rendering, but by
divine and spiritual laws—the law of progress. Man is
the highest mamfestation of the divine principle which
you can conceive of ; mnot the ordinary tyg'e, which is
~eommopn, but man in his developed state, when he has
reached that state where he recognises his divine life,

o BETA,

Lyceum.

O n———

i “Ooma fo the Saviour.” As sung byPhﬂlp Phllhps |

- 'While the chorus swells, bear our thoughts along ;
- Peace on earth, and %oodwm, towards men, =
. @Glory be to God on high, IV
~ ° Come, come, come, ye angels bright and fair,
- Lighten our burdens of earthly grief and care;
- ding in the chorus—good will to men, ‘
 Gloryboto God on high

* God.in his mercy is kindness to all

» ?fmts ever bright, bear all our prayers above,

- Come, come, come, thou angels bright and fair,
Carry from our hearts a simple humble prayer ;

In everything that's worldly; in Heaven thou art there,
hi engels seem to say,

o
08

| since, have not and never can be refuted. °

- ‘Father, but your God, which art in Heaven ?’
said: ‘Our Father which art in Heaven.’

ere peace and plenty sway ; | by the pre-eniinence they

- Yes, wmith the angels, we will ever be,
g;om;db Grod, in all Haglpgm P
inging his praises, in melody for “ aye,”
Glory be o Grod on high.
 Oome, eome, come, in one united prayer,
Angels and mortals, Lift dyour voiges cloar;
Sing praises to God, and goodwill to mnﬁ'
Glory be to God on high. o |
Yes, thou shalt come, the greatest sinner there,
Our Father will hear hig simple earnest prayer ;
Let us all unite now, in songs to his praise,
GHory be to Grod on high. - -
Cowme, come, come, where glories are displayed,
Come, come, come, and be not thus dismayed,
- Come and be happy, homes for all are there,
Gtlory be to Glod on high,

Sawp, Mrizreaw,
16th January, 1876, e | |
[Whilst the above was being written, & volley of raps
occurred on the table in tokens of approbation.—8. M?]

@o Qomspondents.

 plainly written, and as concise ag possible,

SPNGEIID

Castlemaine Circuit, Jan, 10, 1876, =
To THE EDITOR OF THE HABBINGER OF LIGHT, |

~ Bim,—Being present during the service in & Wes-
leyan Church on a Sunday morninghlataely, the minigter
commenced his prayer by quoting the words found in
the first verse of the 11th chapter of 8t. Luke’s gospel, -
“ Lord, teach us to pray,” &c.; and at the 'be%inning of
his sermon, when referring to the words of Jesus in.
Mat, xix., 17.,“ Why callest thou me good?” He stated
there are a class of persons who look upon Jesus as a
good man only; “but if not God,” added he, “ he must be-
the greatest impostor the world ever saw.” This not
being the first time I heard the same words repeated in.
a Wesleyan pulpit. I could not refrain from writing
to him in reply as follows:—“I look upon Jesus as the
greatest Reformer the world has ever witnessed. The
simple truths which he taught and exemplified in his -
life, notwithstanding all their perversion and adding to-

- “When asked how to pray, &g.,-did'he'aay,t‘ My : |

. “As for Jesus claiming to be Deity, did he not rebuke

those who even called him good Master, saying thero wag.
“ Can there by any possibilitg be & God the Son, or a

God the Holy Ghost, or & Giod Man, or any other Gtod

‘but one ? Christisns of nearly all denominagions belieye

in three Gods, notwithstanding they pretend to believe

in both the Hebrew and the Christian Scriptures, wherein

| they read, ‘ Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is our

Lord’ (Deut vi.4). ‘Before me there was no God

| formed, neither shall there be after Me’ (Isaiah xliii. 10),

‘I am Jehovah, that is My name, and My glory will T
not give to another’ (Isainh xlii. 8). ‘I am Jehovah

| thy God, from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt bave

no God but Me; for there is no Saviour beside Me’
(Hosea xiii. 4). There is one God, and there is nome
other but He’ (Mark xii. 832). To ue there is but one
God, the Father® (I. Cor. viii. 6). ‘Thou believest there
is one God—thou doest well’ (Jas. ii. 19). I can quote
many similar texts in proof of the oneness of ﬁdi;bn't
the above may suffice for the present. If God the

| Father, and God the Son, and God the‘HolE Ghogt, be

| not three Gods, then I do not understand plain Engligh,
whatever preachers may say about three persons and

_“The Wesleyans have their God the Son, sud their
God the %Q%\.Ghost;, and their God Man, and they
sink both the Father and the Holy Spirit into obscyrity
| give to the Mah Jesus, whom
worship a4 ihe great ‘I ‘am’ (see hymn 195),

7, homes for all are there,

P

| Ahoy :
sddreeing i 2 the ano Brernal God (123), singing

Oommunications for insertion in t?as’s Journal should be =~
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4 Johovah Christ I Thee sdore (249), and calling Jeaus

¢ Jehovah crucified * (128), with many more such expres-

sions, in flat contradiction to the plainest teachings of

the Bible. More than this, the Weslgyans actuslly
- propegate the doctrine of man's embodying in his own
puny and sinful self the essence of the ead (‘ whom
the heaven and beaven of heavens camnot contain'),
ginging—‘ Fulness of the Deity in Jesue’ body dwells in
all his saints, and me, when God his Son reveals (583) I’
“And a8 to the doctrine of the Trinity, which is as
inconceivable in idea as it is impossible in fact. Jerome,
‘ who excelled all his contemporaries in learning,’ writes

— Those who confess the Trinity must bid farewell to-

- science ;' and while Luther tells us it is ‘a mere human
- invention,’ Calvin denounces the Trinity as ¢ barbarous,
insipid, profane; a human institution grounded on no
testimony of Grod’s word ; the Popish Grod, unknown to
the Prophets and Apostles’ Yet the Wesleyan hymns
- abound with adorations to the triune God, singing of
‘A mystical plurality, we in the Godhead own. Adoring
One, in Persons three, and three in nature one’ (256).
‘ One inexplicably three, One in simplest unity’ (260) ;
*Him three in One, and One in three extol to all
eternity.’ | ,
_ “If Trinitarians did not profess to believe in the
Bible. Some excuse might be made for their prepos-
terous idiosyncrasies, but from the first verse of Grenesis
to the last verse of the Revelation, no Grod the Son, nor
God the Holy Ghost, nor God Man, nor Trinity, nor
- any such doctrine can be found, for ‘ the Lord Almighty
is God alone ; and beside him there is no Saviour !’

_ “How is it, that the Christian world has so far departed
from truth as to lay hold of so many strange motions
and indefensible doctrines unknown to Jesus? .

- “On investigation it will be found that Religionists

- repudiate the simple, amiable, truthful teachings of Him
- who was the way, the truth, and the life: and adopt, in

their stead, the bewildering and dangerous idiosyncrasies
of Paul, who, unha,pgily, never had the opportunity of
becoming acquainte

was not Jesus, but Paul, who introduced the doctrine of
the fall of man, which brought in its train original sin,
the atonement, the divinity of Jesus, justification by

- faith, predestination, reprobation, and other fallacious

doctrines, none of which can be found in the matchless
_ sermon delivered ‘'on Mount Olivet. Paul, however,
after having preached the doctrine of the atonement for
several years, while on his missionary tour, lost faith in
its efficacy ; for, in his epistles to the churches, penned
- at a later Eeriod, when his judgment was a-ripening, he
cauntioned his readers against placing any reliance on the
‘atonement, urging them to work out their own

salvation,” B ]
 ADELAIDE NEWS.
| (From our local corréépohdent,) | |

o On,Sﬁnday. evening last a meeting was held at Mr.,
- Oliver’s residence, Norwood, Adelaide, to take into

S——

 consideration the desirability or otherwise of forming a

gociety for the  discussion of freethought and disputed
theological questions. There was a very fair attendance,

and Mr. P. Power was voted to the chair. It was pro-

posed that an association be at once formed, and/the
~ chairman submitted a code of rules which were ‘we

discussed. It was decided that the society should be |#lmos

‘called “The Adelaide Secular and Free Discussion
Society.” An effort was made to omit the words
“ seculsr and,” but the motion was negatived. The

o whole evening was taken up in the consideration of the

rules, regulations, and bye-laws. An effort was made to

~introduce into the rules a proposition condemning the

idea of any state beyond the grave. A well conducted
discussion, in which everyone in the room took part, fol-
‘lowed, but the proposition was negatived. '
of spiritism wag introduced, and & very general opinion

wag expressed that the subjest was Wbrﬁlig of serious in--
st some steps

vestigation, and I have no doubt but t

will be taken to have the subject properly considered.
- Happily the gentlemen who were pw‘; sithb meé

were not ignorant fa.ng.tics' afraid to look into the sub.

13th J a.nuary.

with the teachings of Jesus, It

The question

957

joct, but honest, intelligent men, anxious snd willing to
get at the truth, and not fighting for a narrow sectariax
creed, and I understand that they propose at some future
meeting to devote the evening to the consideration of &
aper, essay, or short lecture, on the subject. I hope
or the best results, and I have no doubt you will eym-

pathise with us in any effort to promulgate the ethics
of & purer faith, | | |

Another/sign of the times which I regard as rather
cheering i the endeavor to establish in Adelaide a branch
of the Universalist Churches of America, and if esta.
blished ox & proper footing I really think that good will
be done. I have sometimes designated Universalism
as one of the handmaids of Spiritualism, and I suppose
it will not be disputed that from pure advanced Univer-
salism to Spiritualiem is but a step easily made, and
perhaps the proposed advent of American Universalism
will be for the ultimate benefit of Spiritism in this
colony. Some really excellent pamphlets, &c., are being
circulated which I should say must do good. o

Should the society I have referred to at the beginning
of my letter succeed as the promoters hope it will, I
believe that an invitation will be sent to Mr. Tyerman,
asking him to spend a month with us. If he comes
and rouses the people up, I predict a good future for
the cause of Spiritism here. |

I hope now that sume few enlightened men are banded
together and an association formed, to have the pleasure
of writing to you every month. I can only hope that
success will crown the efforts of these men, and that the
result of their labors willbe to benefit all c%nc%rne:g .

DEATH FROM A “SHOCK TO_'.[‘_HE NERVOUS

SYSTEM.”

The daily Age of 30th. November, 1875, contained a
most interesting paragraph on the death of some children
from what is commonly called a shock to the nervous sys-
tem produced by the mere sight of corporeal punishment,
administered to & few juvenile culprits in Mr, Martin’s
State School at Ballarat. As I wish to make a few per-
tinent remarks on these cases which seem to have
escaped the vigilant eye not only of the public at large,
but what is less pardonable, also that of our Responsible
Minister of Public Instruction, I beg first to direct the
attention of your readers to the paragraph in question,
which runs as follows :— Col T |

% A singular circumstance, showing the effect of a shock to the
nervous system, has just occurred in Ballarat, The Courierstates
that. ‘about six months ago a young girl, about ten years of age,
in the best of health physically and mentally, was attending Mr, -
Martin’s State school. A boy had played truant, and the master
deemed it advisable to administer punishment in the presence of
the pupils. The boy was accordingly caned, and the school re-
sumed its studies. The young girl returned home to dinner, but

scarcely had she entered the house when she was seized with

vomiting, and on her mother enquiring what was the matter with
her, the gir! replied that she had been frightened by a boy having
been caned at school, A fit of nervous trembling immediately
followed, and the poor girl has been bedridden from that day to
the present, and her death is now daily expected, For months
past she has talked of litfle else than the flogging the boy re-
ceived, and has refused to allow any person to come near her but
her mother. She has had the benefit of the best medical advice,

-and the most careful nursing. She has been taken to Melbourne,

and everything, in short, that science, care, and money could do.
for her has been tried ; but fio remedy can destroy the impression
which the caning has made upon her mind, for -she refers to it
ost incessantly. She has now been confined to her bed with.
only short intervals for six months, and all hope of her recovery

is nowabandoned by her mother, s also by her medical attendant,

of late, thongh only one or two have ended fatally.’”
The whole animal creation is more or less governed

Several other cases of a similar kind have happenéd in the town |

by a strong and all.pervading feeling of fellowship,

which, from want of a better term, is generally called
mpathy, compassion, mutual suffering, commiseration ;
although, in its wider mesning, the word includes also
the &e%ghtful sensation of agreement existing between
the %iﬁ'erént mem?fm of ﬁmﬁmﬂ _kiné%dg)m.; Ammaé |
gnd human sympathy is generally supposed to correspond
only in the ix Eﬁ buye‘nct*in the 'aeg;a of feeling. But
this supposition is quite erronevils, as may be vety
roadily seen from the sufferings of the girl alluded to in

Jthe above paragraph. For this highly sensitive gitl

I




- gence of & whole room

%o ask the fashionable fo

REIREY ‘ontological list of existences.
 theinj

wust heve entered so deeply and so vividly into the
. oufferings of the boy who was caned by Mr, Martin,
thet she actually reslised in her own delicate organiem
all the painful physical and mental eensations (includin
~ no -doubt the bumiliating feeling of shame and mora
~ indk?sﬁon et such brutal and degmding treatment)
which at the time thrilled through the frame of the
truant boy writhing under the infliction of the rod.
This is vicarious punishment or atonement (af-one-ment)
with a vengeance, the girl actuslly dying, if not for the
sins of the vagabond boy and the cruel master, at least
for thoee of a thoughtlessly-framed and é)lalgably defective
Education Act. us, we are told, died once a divine
man, & homo-deus, for the sins of the Jews. Frightful
examples like these must show plainly to the commonest
understanding the necessity there is of henceforth ad-
ministering corporeal punishment in & room set apart for
the E ose, instead of allowing any more painful cases
of this description, several of which are alleged to have
terminated fatally, to happen again, As modern refine-
- ment of feeling has led to the general adoption of a
~ private mode of carrying out the death sentence, 8o does
uman sympathy, rightg understood, demand private
- castigation, not only with regard to schoolboys, but also
with respect to the criminals of our gaols generally. I

do not, however, flatter myself with the vain expectation

that something will be done in this matter shortly, and
- I should only like to know how many more such cases
must h&pgen before a highly-refined, enlightened, and
paternal Victorian Parliament will take steps to influence
the Minister of Public Instruction to issue strict orders
to all the schoolmasters of the colony not to flog the
- boys (for, strange to say, we have already advanced so
- far as not to allow the adolescent portion of female hu-
- manity to be flogged) m}y ‘longer 1n the sight and pre-
| ull of children, amongst whom
there may be a few ¥oung sensitive plants likely to fade
-and wither innocently in consequence. o

~ 'We come now to the medical aspect of the case, and |-
in this“connection we should-very much like to know | -

- the exact wording of the certificates of death furnished
~in those cases that terminated fatally. I suppose it was:
-shock to the nervous system, as the Ag ,
~case of shock to the nervous system scientifically proved?
- 'What are the post mortem appearances of such a shock.
‘Who or what gets the shock first ? The nervous system,
- or something behind the nervous system, something that
- uses the nervous system like the telegraph operator uses
- his battery with all its ﬁppendices? ‘But 1t is useless
owers of an exclusively mate-
rialistic school of medicine, questions which they are so
- apt to label and cast away with contempt as too meta-
‘physical, too supernatural, too transcendental, because
they. transcend their mental capacities, are supra
naturam,’ or beyond the reach of their minds, and in a
~ manner ‘mefa fen physin aufon, that is, not on their
| The modus operandi of
- the and death of the children in question, allowin
- that spimtis unable to come in direct contact with matter
- can only be explained by a&optt‘isf the existence of the
~ intermediary link of & spimtual body (established b
~ inductive science) called {émgmt by the French, an
o ngomi, or nerve-spirit, by the Germans. This spiri-
~ tual body, which, to speak with Virgil (Yotam snfuss per
artus mens agitat molem et magno 8 corpore miscet) per-
vading all the members moves the inert and lazy mass of

~ the outward physical body, received, in the first instance,

the jarring and disorganising impressions from the
-receptive mind of the highly sensitive girl, and after-
 wards transferred them to, and permanently localised
- them in, the o apparatus, until the

~ thel , ans of the physi |
. worn-out bod: E‘ied, releasing the spirit of the child, and

o fortunately placing it for ever beyond “the reach of

~ earthly rods. Allan Kardee says, in this respect, with

great truth, that “ the spiritual body, or Dérisprit, once
senetrated and taken possession o by an injurious in.

- luence, no matter whether made by a physical or mental
- impression, resembles & germent - impregnated with a
~ "powerful scent or odour which the most delicious es-

- nemces and perfumes sre no more able to banish or

. semove” Want of space. does not permit me here to
~ enter fully into the details of the doctrine of a spiritual

ehas it. Howisa| mpe above ,Pamphlet, by a we}

- #4The
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body, & profound understanding of which forms, in my
opinion at lesst, the great pivot on which the whole sub-
ject of epiritualism turns. I shall on some future
occasion, if an opportunity presents itself, return fo
this highly interesting esubject, deaiing with it in an
artige entirely devoted to & thorough discussion of the
matter. | -

I may add here, in conclusion, that it was not s little
surprising to me that the valuable contents of our ex-
tract from the Age éscaped the eye of so acute & reasoner
as the author of the article “ Brain ‘Waves,” in the Jel-
bourne Review, evidently is, who, in trying to demon-
strate the absurdity of the positions taken up by spiritu-
alism, only succeeded to demonstrate the sublime absur-
dity of his own equally shallow and immature concep-
tions. For what could bave illustrated hjs theory of
“Brain Waves” better than our case, in which the vibra-
tions of the cane in the hands of the schoolmaster were
first communicated to a certain delicate part of the body
of the boy, thence to the brain of the boy, and lastly to
the sensitive brain of the firl, where they ultimated in
what is very learnedly called, “a shock to the nervous
gystem,” with consequent death? O sanota simplicitas!

f whatever arts Mr. H. M. Andrew (M.A.) may bea
master of, one thing is quite certain, he is not a master
of the indispensable art of clear thinking ; but welivein
hopes that the frail bark of our master sailor on what
appears to be his flrst ‘i;rixil on the deep ocean of mind

t

(agua incognita) will in the course of time, and per

longas ambages, like Polytropos Odysseus of old, find the

roper longitude of his diminutive mental Ithaka which -
Ee’ may have a fair chance of reaching eventually, if
he only succeeds in first laying the raging storm of
brain waves which are now so imminently endaugering
the safety of the magister's tiny craft. In the mean- |
time, bon voyage! - | P T
B C. W. ROHNER.,

Chilters, 18th January, 1876

 HERESY AND SHAMs

-known Sydney barris-
ter and politician, was ori y published in Sydney
about twelve months since. Its merits only becoming
known outside the colony of New South Wales. when
the first edition was nearly exhausted, and the increased
local demand consequent on the agitation of Freethought
on religious subjects now going on in Sydney, necessi-
tated the publication of a second edition. Its contents

consist of two sections —“The Reality” and “The
Sham”—being a comparison of the life and teachings of
‘Jesus with those of tgle gso-called Christian ministers of
the present day, which appears to be almost the
antithesis of the Christianity of the founder. M.
Buchanan laments the hollowness of the existing
systems and concludes that the ministers of religion

& | must be conscious of the anomalous position they hold.

- % Do not the clergy admit,” he says, “the truth of
what I am saying when, by their spasmodic efforts to
bring about what they call & revival of religion, they
confess that religion is dead and fainting ? If not, what
use for a revival P’ :
He suggests to the cler :
more reputable way, and then enter the pulpit and
preach the glorious gospel of Christ, without money and -
without price, and concludes as follows:— o
- «Looking around, then, on the various temples that have been
raised in the name of Christ, we shall scarcely find one on which
He would not have turned His back, and despised as an unreal
mockery and a hollow pretence. If, therefore, I, and those who
think with me, can find no church which we can conscientiously

enter, surely we are no losers thereby. ‘Have we not gotthe great

world for a Church with sermons in every breeze that blows and.

in every flower that springs? Have we not got the most immor- -

tal oration ever pronounced on the earth—the Sermon on the:
Motnt ?—and, with its splendid morality animating and sustain-
ing us; let us walk through life humbly, though firmly, under the
shadow of Obrist's righteousness, with the fear of God evér
present to us, but with no fear of man whatever.” .

Hemg and Sham of all the leading so-called Christian
Davi

Sects,” by David Buchanan, Esq. J. Ferguson, Sydney. W.H.
‘l_.‘erry,l}glbome._&oondndiﬁon.f e

to earn their bread in some



| 'THE HOLY TRUTH.®
The book before us, though published in London, is

~ ‘the work ofa Victorian still resident amonﬁst us, and the
:author of a well-written pamphlet, entitled an “ Address

- o the Clergy,” which we noticed in these columns & few
months since. In his preface he modestly disclaims
literary ability, but being anxious to present to the pub-
lic those things which have been productive of enlighten-
‘ment and increased happiness to himeelf he refers his
‘reader'sattention to the matter of the book rather than
the mauner of its presentation. ;

.. The “ Holy Truth,” as defined by our author, is that
‘truth which requires no ceremonial laws, no faith but
that approved by reason, courts enquiry and investiga-
tion—that superstition is a disease of opinion—that
-every truth is an inspiration from God. It knows of
no Ii]udgment geat, or special record of our deeds on
-earth, but that our deeds of good or evil leave an im-
"press on our epirits, easily discernable in the future life.

It teaches the universality of God’s laws, and presents
‘Christ as the grand exemplar. It is in fact synonymous
with the gist of the Harmonial Philosophy approved and
fadophted by Progressive Spiritualists of the present dag.

In the earlier Fagea of the book the author clearly indi-
.cates his belief in the theory of evolution, and traces it

“through all nature as an essential to universal progres-
sion. The second and largest section of the book is de-
voted to an exposition of Spiritual Philosophy which the
author defines as Rational Christianity. In ithe relates
several interesting experiences which he had both before
and since his conversion to & belief in the phenomena.

- In a series of sittings with Mr. Charles Foster the author
“received many marvellous tests, which were utterly in-

- explicable on any other hypothesis than the Spiritual

- -one, and subsequently at an experimental sitting held at

his own house his daughter (aged eleven years) was,
much to her alarm, controlled to write, and messages
were written through her from several members of the

family. - Her writing mediumship rapidly developed and
communications in Chinese and Kafir language, of which
ghe was entirely ignorant, were given through her hand.
She also developed as a Spiritual clairvoyant, seeing and
describing spirits when in her normal state. Other
members of his family also exhibited mediumistic
~powers, and a specimen of what professes to be
ersian writing  done by the hand of a younger
gon is inserted at page 80. On ome occasion the
hand of the youngest daughter (aged five years) was
controlle !, and the words “ Mesmeric Medium” written.
This child did not know her alphabet, much less
how to form letters. Several specimen communications

‘are introduced in this section of the work, the aphorisms
and moral precepts are excellent, and some of the longer

* communications good, but in our "opinion those bearing
illustrious names are not sufficiently characteristic of

. the individuals to identify them, and would have stood

better on their own merits without sponsors. In the
opening of Section 3, which is entitled “ Science and Re-
‘ligion Reconciled,” the author dwells on the anomaly
that truth which should be the greatest friend and chief
- support of religion is shunned and despised by the so-
caﬁed religious sects whenever it is at variance with
‘their Xlarticula,r ‘creed.  Astronomical, geological, and
other discoveries have been opposed as long as practi-
cable as subversive of the received interpretations of
Holy writ. He asserts that Spiritual Philosophy is in
harmony with science and the Truth. Spiritual Philoso-
phy and Science may be termed the universal 'l‘rinit{i
- .and Reason the reflex of the Great Originator of a
Unity. He attributes much of the so-called infidelity of
the day to the dogma of the infallibility of the Bible
~ ‘which the churches still nominally clingto. Reason re-
volts at this dogma when viewing the contradictions and
- revolting passages of the book, hence the reaction often
o p}u'ng_es men into hopeless scepticism.  The latter por-
- tion of this section is _devoted to showing the harmony

~ of Spiritualism with Science and revealed religion.

- Section 5,1s “ An address to thoughtful Christians,”
~1in it the author points out how the vast majority of

- "% Tho Holy Truth, or the Coming Réformation, by Hugh Jumor
- Bowne, LoNDON : A. Hall & Co., 1876, v.’by o

! .

' THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

and

‘or dogmatic.

‘January, to listen to the Rev. Cuthbert

959

| bb!e tﬁeir ‘relig‘[ioﬁ in ’chil«dhée&frém ﬂi;eit

parents, It tekes firm hold of them as they grow up,
uires force of truth to V@:;slodge. He shows t§e
wide divergence between primitive and modern Chris-
tianity, and the harmony of Spiritualism with the reli-
gion of Christ. | ~ ~ .

Spiritualism (he says at, page 332) endorses what is true an
goog in all reli( one. yIt fre%s humanity from those foul asper-
gions with which a false theology bas too long disfigured it. It
vindicates the omnipotent Ruler from those horrible things which
the Bible and Christianity, both distorted as they are, have at-
tributed to Him, It asserts the supremacy and immutability of
natural law against the capricious freaks of supernaturalism,
It exalts reason over superstition, Science over faith, fndividual
sovereignty over ecclesiastical autinority-, and it unfolds & futare
state alike worthy of God and man; while it demonstrates
by incontrovertible evidence the immortality of the human
soul, the eternal fatherhood of God, and the universal brother-
hood of man |

He extols the teachings of Jesus, and deprecates those
of Paul, and concludes the section with an earnest ex-
hortation to his readers to allow no book or man to en-
slave their reason or conscience, but to make truth
wherever found the supreme object of their pursuit.

Part 5 is a brief summary, of which the following is
the gist, That we have in our midst demonstrable evi-
dences of the immortality of the human soul, that we

should retain all that commends itself to our reason, and

reject the unreasonable and incomprehensible. That
the Great Creator of the universe is not a personal

Deity. That punishment is the natural result of’ vio-
lating Grod’s laws, and commensurate with the sin. That
the Bible is not infallible, but & compendium of writings
by many men in ancient times, some of whom were pro-
bably inspired. That Jesus' teachings were pure, simple,
and rational, and adapted not only to the age he lived

in, but to the present age,and that the truth introduced

by him is now being proclaimed universally, and that
wi’h nature as our Bible, experience our guide, reason
our interpreter, a loving God as our merciful father,
living truthful, pure, and honest lives we rieed not fear
death or the hereafter. ~There are two appgndmes, No.
1 being a paper on Rationa] Christianity, written by the
author some years since; the second, an extract from
Dexter'’s « Introduction to Spiritualism,” some addenda,
giving instruction for the formation and conduet of cir-
cles, and recommending appropriate books for investiga-
tors, concludes the volume. he book contains much
that is interesting and instructive, especially to the
truthseeker who is searching for light. The arguments
in support of the various positions takengip by the
author are logical and clear, good sound pradtical com-
mon sense abounds in all the original matter, and al-
though the author is very plain spoken in reference to
the existing religious systems, he is not uncharitable,

less be a bar to its extensive circulation, but those who
can afford it will find it an important addition to their
Spiritualistic libraries. =~ o

ANOTHER CLERGYMAN APPROACHING
. ~  THE LIGHT. -
The Unitarian Church in Melbourne was crowded

with heretics, ‘at both services, on Sunday the 9th of

etherston-
haugh, of Urana, who has renounced the pomps and
vanities of the fashionable creeds, and declares that he
is not now, and never will again be joined to any sect.
The morning service terminated, singularly enough,
with an excellent rendering of the ¢“Dead March
in Saul” as the congregation was leaving, the

‘organ seeming to emit the sounds most suitable to the
occasion. “The old dogmas are dead, let us bury

them decently. The new light is shining in the world ;

the better church is rising on the ruins of the old. The

Holy Church of the Universal Spirit is being organized,

without dogma, and with only two commandments— PR

Love God, Love man.”

‘We congratulate the reverend gentleman on his

empncipation ; on the moral courage which effocted that ISR

emanciﬁatio’n; ~and we desire to honor him for the
“proofs

‘The size and price of the book will doubt-

he has given of the manly independence of his B




~ “ZForfifteen hundred years,

gy of socisl martyrs who, in this age, seek for Truth
\Qé::m it can always be fon;‘ld‘, workin’g;vith; Liberty in
he bracing atmosphere .of unlimited mental freedom.

Hhind, the integrity of bis intellect, the kesnness of his
intnitions, the love of progress that animates his soul,
and the émama and vesolution he has displayed in
breaking loose from the fotters of superstition, and in

psting them behind him. <

~ He'ls in the prime of lifs, apparently delicate, but he

hes probably many yesrs of earthly usefulness before
him, and we doubt not that in the path he has chosen
he will ind many to follow him ; until, in the unseen
future which he preachee so fervently, he will reslise
the wiedom of his present course of action, and com-
&rf?en&‘ that the lines of our lives will prove to be
acks reaching out into an endless eternity.

QOur space will not admit of our reporting fully the
admirable discourses in which Mr. Fetherstonbaugh
defended the position he has taken up. They were
~conceived in & spirit of the widest universalism, and
expressed the tenderest consideration for innocent
opinions held in error by people who are sincere. “I
would rather kneel,” he said, “ with Boman Catholics
ab their morning mass, or with ranting Methodists at

. their evening devotions, having all the time no sym-

pathy with the fpeculia.r views of either, than mingle with
the cold and formal worldlings with whose religious
tenets I might be more disposed to concur.”

‘We do not propose to examine critically tbe intel-
lectual attitude which Mr. Fetherstonhaugh assumes
towards the dogmas which he considers have brought so
much misery and ruin on the world. We look upon.

- dogmas as subterfuges and excuses, put forward from
- age to age by undeveloped men, to justify their cruelty
to one another. The dogma was not the cause of the

ciruelty, but the cruelty was the cause of the dogma.

~ For more than fifty generations the Churches repre-
- sented the cruelfy latent in man. -

| says a modern writer,
“the Church carried the black flag. During all these

- years of infamy no heretic has ever been forgiven. With
~the heart of a fiend she has hated ; with the hard clutch

of avarice she has grasped what Christ told her to
despise ; with the voracity of a dragon she has devoured .
the champions of freedom ; pitiless as famine, merciless

- 88 flame, without the conscience even of a serpent,” she
- has disgraced the history of the children of God.

“We do not blame Mr. Fetherstonhaugh for attacking

- dogma , we blame kim for failing to perceive that dogma |

~ grows on the human stem simply because the forces are

- there that encourage it. Dogmes are like blotches on

_the skin of society. Purify the blood by doses of edu-
_cation, and the blotches wxf

| disappear. -

- The sermon in the evening was an able dissertation on
the functions of Faith, the eye by which the soul per-
~ceives spiritual things; the light that cheered the chil-
dren of genius, and of true piety, while the cruel
‘servants of the churches were doing them to death.
- Mr. Fetherstonhaugh was listened to most attentively,
‘and he deserved attention. His language is choice and

- scholarly ; he has the ease and confidence of a gentle-
~.man; he thinks clearly, and consequently expresses

himself with lucidity and force.

He announced his fear that every pulpit-" in Mel-

bourne had been closed against him; we presume

because he horrified the Dean by preachiug the Father-

“hoodof God. -
- We congratulate Mr. Fetherstonhaugh on_that epi-
- sode. It may have been the means appointed for urgin
- him to take a step that other clergymen must shortly
follow. TFor there are many noble souls in the clerical
~ profession, groaning beneath the burdens which ortho-

‘dox falsehood lays upon their consciences, burdens which

- they bear for the sake of their wives and children.
- _The clergy in this city seem to be terror-stricken;

cata

| - cowering beneath the repeated blows being showered on
~the dogmas they are paid to defend. If Mr. Fether-
stonhaugh succeeds in the noble and manly course. he

has chosen, other noble and manly men of the same

- profession may, as Mr. Tyerman did, take heart of

- - grace, and f)rie d to their innate love of truth and to the

crayings of their better matures, and join the noble

' and as Mr. Bright was to be ﬁp&idltoggiagft&%g:z %rrg: |

posed to give Mr. Bright an extra night, when tl;e whole:

o i o

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE.

THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

Mcr. Bright delivered his last lecture for the Associa-
tion (prior to his departure from the colony) at the Opers

Houge on January 2nd, the subject being “ A Race of

Barbarians,” originally delivered in Melbourne eoln,xg-
years since, wherein the follies and polite barbarisms of
the present age are made apparent to the unthinking'

perpetrators in an inoffensive but telling way. There was.

& good audience, and the chair was occupied by Coun-

cillor Gatehouse, who at the close of the lecture made- -
some complimentsry remarks on the lecture and lecturer,

which were warmly applauded. Mr. Bright, in response,.
expressed the satisfaction he had felt, in addressing the
large and appreciative audiences who bad attended his:
lectures at both Theatres, and hoped on his return from
lgew Zealand to have the pleasure of again addressing
them. o

On the following Sunday the Association returned to-
the Masonic Hall, when a lecture was delivered by Mr.

Alfred Miller, on “ The Limitations of Fate.” In it the

lecturer described fate as those catastrophes or evils

which seemed to work side by side with a good Provi-
dence and subvert human precautions, such as volcanoes, .

earthquakes, floods, .&c., and even the destruction of
inseet lifewhich we involuntarily and unknowingly caused
when walking in the fields. These seemed, in the lec--
turer's opinion, opposed to the idea of, a perfectly om-
niscient God. Inthe latter portion of his lecture Mr.
Miller pointed out how man might neutralise or modify

these evils. The lecture was a very able one, and was.

listened to with marked attention by an audience which

filled the hall, Very little discussion ensued, and & vote- o

of thanks to the lecturer was warmly responded to.

On Sunday, 16th January, the quarterly meeting of’

the Association was held. At 7 p.m., the hour for com-
mencement, only 30 or 40 persons were present. The
chairman (Mr. Terry) before opening the proceedings,.
alluded to theinadvertent omission of the advertisement
in reference to the meeting by the secretary, and said he
would put it to the meeling whether the proceedings
should go on or the meeting be adjourned. It was

decided to proceed, and Mr. Terry addressad the meetmg |

as follows :— |
LApiEs AND GENTLEMEN,—

. When I addressed you at our inaugural meétihg three, :

months since, I briefly defined the objects of thiy Asgo-
ciation, and solicited your co-operation in carrying them:
out. In response to that invitation a number of sym-

athisers have come forward, and the members’ list is-
g(’)ubled, and still growing. I do not intend to do more-
than give a brief resumé of what has been done by the:
Association during the last three months, in order that

| it may come under review, and form a guide towards our

future movements. You may remember that on that.

occasion it was determined to hold & soires, with the-
view of bringing Spirituslists and Freethinkers together,.

and encouraging a social feeling. The soiree took place-
in November, and was a decided success. o

To Mr. Drew belongs the honor of giving the first
lecture under the auspices of this Association, on.

« Atheism and better.”  This was followed by an * Ex-

position of S%i'itualism” by myself. At this juncture,.

Mr. Charles Bright having offered his services under-

8 | certain conditions to the Association, a special meeting

of the committee was called, where the propriety of en--
gaging Mr. Bright was considered. It was argued by

 some that we were going outside the rules of the Asso--

ciation in abandoning discussion, but the majority con-

sidering the broad principle of the encouragement of

Freethought were of opinion that a course of lectures

to large audiences by a speaker of some talent and re-

pute would do more to encourage Freethought and dis--

seminate liberal opinions than our ordinary porvices at

this hall, and affrmed the desirability of engaging Mr.
Bright for a series of four lectures. The lectures given
at the Princess’ Theatre were successful, but financially

the returns were but little in excess of the undertaking,

fits, he came rather badly o

-
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~Debney, and Benson.

surplus over expenses would be handed to him. The
prices were reduced on this - occasion, end the
.attendance was much larger than previously, but the
.amount realised wad, when divided over the five nights,
‘& very inadequate sum to compensate the lecturer. He
being willing to give another lecture on the following
Sunday his offer was accepted, but & pouring wet night
-checked the attendance, and the takings barely covered

‘the expenses. A. proposition was made in committee to

-engage the Opera House for a few nights, and ultimately
-agreed to, 'E.?bis was & larger underiaking and promised

~ well. The expenees, however, though kept as low ag

practicable, consumed nearly all the takings, and that
:neries was brought to a close on January the 2nd. The
Association has paid its way all through, and the com-
‘mittee regret that Mr. Bright has been so poorly remu-
nerated. They did not feel justified, however, in offering
-any gratuity to Mr. Bright, for this reason, that they
had offered to pay Mr. Bright a fized sum per lecture
-and take the whole responsibility upon themselves, Mr.
B. refused this offer, preferring to take the results
-of the lectures. In the carrying out of these lectures
_your committee have had rather an arduous task and
have worked disinterestedly at it, sacrificing their own
‘personal convenience and comfort to the good of the
-cause. Our return to this hall lasgt Sunday, after what
I may call the “theatrical campaign,” was like coming

“home again, and was to your committee, at least, an

-agreeable change after their labors. Mr. Miller’s able
lecture is, I trust, but the frecursor of many more from
:able amateurs, and I would urge upon members to seek
.among their friends for those having any progressive

B idea and a capacity to express it, calling their attention
- fo this platform as the freest in Melbourne. -~

At the conclusion of the President’s address, a solo,

-with harmonium accompaniment, was sung by Miss A,
Powell, and received with marked favor. o
M. Davies tendered his resignation as secretary on

-account of a pressure of business preventing his giving
due time to the duties of the office. The resignation
‘was accepted with regret, and Mr. Round subsequently

- -elected to the office. The following gentlemen were

-elected members of committee, viz., Messrs. Davies,

‘The meeting then closed.

 TESTIMONIAL TO MR. W. H. HARRISON. |

" The following circular, with request for publication,|
~was forwurded to us by the Hon. Assistant Secretary of |
the B. N. A, of Spiritualists. We shall' be happy to|
receive and forward subscriptions for this laudable |

object. - .

| Mamme R Surmm, Beq,
. CHARLES BLACKBURN, Bsq.
. Sm CHas. Tsmaw, Batt.© .
' Mps. MARDOUGALL GREGORY.
© H. D. JuNCKEN, Esq, MRIL

. D. Frrz-Gemato, Bsg, MS. Tel . |

L VV,E‘t}:JQEm CrOWELL, Esq., M.D.
MR D Eg
. AtExawoER Too, Esq,

~ Pemton Emne Savn-Wrremsstenv, |

| JAMES WASON, Esq; LR Al

. MARTIN R. SmiTH, Esq., 38 Great Russell Str 'I‘.‘oﬁdome;é.ﬁ

. Since the year 1869 Spiritualists have been indebted to Mr.

W H, HARRISON for the excellent journal of which he is the
- -Bditor. This journal has been a credit and strength to the

‘movement in every respect. It has been printed in clear type and

on good paper, and has been conducted with ability, . caution,

and public spirit. It is hardly necessary to say that up to the

- present time the paper has been by no means self-supporting :
' %deed, during the first three years of its existence 11? %%tailgti

upon Mr.‘ Harrisqn_ a very ‘heavy loss, ‘which he bore single-
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' TESTIMONIAL TO MR. W, H. HARRISON, | -

| Miss WhiteBr  ce ae v e
L X ANDEE HR T M. C. 6. Williamg.., .. ..
- CromwsrL F. VamiEy, EBsq, F.RB. . - | o

o BeNyamiy CommaN, Bsq, b Wi FJ Theobald e e 0
' - - The Energetic Circle, we learn from the chairman, has

: graveted by the fact that, in order the
more completely to devote his attention to the Spirituslist news-
peper, Mr, Harrigon volunterily relinquiched a considersble
portion (estimated, upon reliable information, at an average of
not less than £200 per annum) of the income which he was
deriving from literary work on the Engineer newspaper end other
journals, Mr, Harrison hes indeed dome more than this, for
during the past eight yoars he has given up one or two evenings
every week to a practical observation of epiritual phenomena at
geances. By his unwearied and intelligent observation he has
been enabled to collect a mass of reliable information as to the
facts and principles of Spiritualism, which fits him in the highest
dﬁﬁree to be the Editor of a newspaper devoted to the religious
and scientific aspects of the subject. .

It is & matter of notoriety that the Medium newspaper, which
was inaugurated the year after the appeavance of the Spiritualist,
has been annually subsidised by large subscriptions, which its
Editor, Mr. Burns, has always called for as justly due to bis
exertions. Whilst we fully acknowledge the services which have
been thus rendered to Spiritualism, we would call attention to
the fact that no appeal to the public for help has ever, except
upon one occasion and that for a special purpose, appeared in the
pages of the Spiritualist for six years, The work was done, and
the whole expense borne for three of those years by Mr, Harrison
alone ; during the last three years an annnal sum of about two
bundred pounds has been privately subscribed by a few friends,
which has, doubtless, greatly relieved the burden upon the
shoulders of Mr. Harrison, but this in no way touches the fact
that Mr. Harrison has for years cheerfully submitted to a heavy
pecuniary loss in order to supply to the movement a paper in
many, if not in all respects worthy of it. L

The undersigned ladies and gentlemen are of opinion thatitis
not to the credit of the movement that this pecuniary loss should
be borne alone by Mr, Harrison. o

Had he appealed to the public for subscriptions, they would
doubtless have been forthcoming, as they have been for some
years past in answer to the appeals of the Medium ever since it8
establishment—but he has not done so. - : g

It is proposed, therefore, that a Subscription, in addition to the
existing Guarantee Fund, shall be opened, which shall take the
form of a Testimonial to Mr. Harrison, and which, it is hoped,
may to some extent relieve him from the heavy sacrifices which
be has made in money, time, and work in the interests .of
Spiritualism. ) - L o

All Subscriptions to this Fund will be payable on the lst
January, 1876, Friends desiring to contribute are requested to -
send their names, addresses, and the amount to Martin R, Smith,
Esq., care of Miss Kislingbury, 38 Great Russell Street. - S
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‘re-assembled after the holidays, and resumed their in.
vestigations.  All the members were presentat the
opening seance, and the medium took his seat in the

new cabinet, which answers the purpose of its construc-

tion admirably. ‘Several new members have been added
to the circle who will form an acquisition to it, and
when the present very warm weather is over we may

‘reasonably look forward to improved manifestations.

P




| By Bev. 8. Watsow, dmer

. MATERIALIZATION,
ioan Spivitual Magozine,

Soon after our last issue was made up, we attended
our developing circle at Mrs. Miller's, We do not pro-
pose to report all that occurred, but refer briefly to that
mn which we were more deeply interested. After the

_ usual physical manifestations, the medium was en-

tranced, and Redface, her Indian control, asked us to
::g_g % On Jordan's stormy banks I stand.” Our former

e, draped in purest white, turned aside the blanket,
and walked outside, keeping time with the music, and

‘clapping her hands in ecstasy as she retired. She then

bropght out & child in her arms, took a seat in a common
chair (not a rocker) and rocked the child some time.
She then sat it on the floor, and left it for a few
moments, then taking it inside. We were then re-
uested to come to the cabinet, when we shook hands,
she kissing ours meveral times, Qur eyes were not
more than six inches apart, and her eycs looking as
natural as in earth life, We felt her face, which
seemed as natural as it ever did, and about the same
temperature of our hand. We said, “ Mollie, can't
you falk to me?” when she whispered, “ No,” and

rather pressed us from her.

- Boon after returning to our chair, she came out
again, advancing toward ns 'We met and kissed her,
aeeminily as natural as we ever did. A child turned
aside the blanket, and stood some time in full view
of us all. During this time it expanded in size to

. -perhaps double what it was when it first came out.

This to us was the most satisfactory seance we had

- ‘ever witnessed. A number of other things occurred,
~ but what we have related was the most interesting to

us

" Being desirous to hear what our dear ones had to say

about that meeting, we requested our home medium to-
give them an opportunity after church the next night.
e copy & portion of what was written. Though of a

personal character, it will doubtless be read with interest

y those who are investigating this subject. Facts,

| indisputable facts, are what we are seeking for, and we
feel more solicitous to know what our spirit friendssa
about them than we do about what our earth friends

may think or say in regard to them, hence we.give their

- views: ‘

“My Dear Samuel—My joy of last night was justk

enough to give me an appetite for more of the same
- .-gort. - Now wasn’t it'a happy time?"” To you I know it

was, and more to me, for I could see you better than
you could me. I have never been better satisfied than I
was last night with anything I ever did in all my life.

~ You were gratified, and we were all rejoiced. 1 want

aow to see and talk with Johnnie and the girls, and
when we can control the medium better, and draw suffi-

- cient power ourselves, I intend to have them all here in
- your library, and then it will be a union of dear ones, |

sure enough. We can do more than we have ever done,

~ but time and patience are both necessary for the proper
development. Now don’t think we are tardy, for we
~ can’t control the medium just when we want to. There

were many ha‘%py hearts last night, and I think T was
- the happiest of the happy.” | |

, PYy- | ‘ |
"~ We asked what ¢ 1121 that was who stood outside, and
grew up while there, when she answered thus:

%[ can’t tell which one you saw, for there were two.

Sammy, we suppose, was the one you saw ; at least, he
- thinks you saw. He is happy, too, over the conclusion.”

“ Did you aim to show him as he was when he left us,

_and then show how he had grown up in spirit life ?”

~ “That was the idea—the intention. All that was

~ done ‘was only to appear the most natural to you, as you:
‘welbknow of these little identities.” o L
. 'We believe that this phase of Spiritualism is the most

convincing, and is destined to demonstrate its truth to
every honest investigator who has a fair opportunity of

testing it. We have in these manifestations that kind

‘of testimony demanded by Thomas before he would

~ believe in the resurrection of his Master. Since feeling
~ the hands and face of one with whom we lived happily

for a quarter of a century, we ask ourself, was that

- really our beloved wife ? Our answer is, the real person |

was there in all her individuality, clothed with matier-
similar to that in which she lived, and moved, and had
her being while in her earth life, Z%at matter has-
returned to its original elements, but here is matter
concentrated by epirit chemistry, and is really our
former companion. 7That was formed by a slow process-
naturally, and was changing continually, Zhés is col-
lected quickly by a law of the spirit world, and soon:
returns to the sources from whence it came.

[In a letter, deted Nov. 30th, which we received from:
Mr. Watson recently, he tells us that at a seance held .
at Mrs. Miller's the previous night he again saw the
materialized form of his late wife, shook hands, and
talked with her as in mortal life.—X4d. H. L.l e

As apropos to this subject, we copy from the Banner

of Light an extract of what Mrs. Emma Hardinge

Britten says ,

~“Thousands of spirit circles have been held_under the strongest

test conditions, during which spirit forms have come and gone
through closed doors, whilst flowers, fruit, fish, birds, and great
varieties of solid bodies, animate an? inanimate, have been
passed through walls, ceilings, and other material masses, without
any apparent difficulty. : o ( |
¢ This facility on the part of spirits to suspend the operation of
that physical law known a8 *impenetrability ' by some other law
belonging essentially to spiritual existence, should set to rest the
attempts of the carping critic to gauge spiritual operations by the
limitations of matter. ~Spirits can either compose or decompose -
mateérial substances with incredible rapidity, convey one solid.
body through another, or cause them to become visible or invisible
at pleasure, If they can do this (as irrefragable testimony proves
they can), then why can they not consolidate matter around their
own forms, and array themselves in the very garments, jewels,
&c., they can so readily manipulate? Nor need we refer all the
transformations effected in this manner to purely spiritual opera- -
tions, The transformations which matter is constantly though
silently undergoing from visible to invisible states, must be taken
into consideration; for example: No one who enters & room
where several human beings are assembled will pretend to say
that the natural eye can discern about each one present an atmo-
sphere of blood, bone, smew, adispose, muscular and nerve tissue
—in fact, the entire variety of elements which constitute the
human structure, And yet these elements are there, though
invisible to the natural eye, and there is not a human being but
what is thus surrounded. Let it be remembered that one-half of
the processes which we call life are made up of waste; wasle
takes place in & great measure by evaporation, and the evapora-
tion which is perpetually going on in the human organism,
exhales inio the surrounding atmosphere portions of all the
physical elements which make up the structure, 8hut up a single

“individual in one room from the cradle to the grave, and in that

place will be exhaled into invisible air more than one half of alf
the solid, fluid, and gaseous matter which has constituted the
visible organism during life, Thus, then, it will be seen that the

physical emanations of every hunmian being are held in solution

in the air they breathe ; hence, storehouses of bleod, bpne, nerve
muscle, and organic pabulum generally. exist on all sides of us
and only require the action of a skilful chemist to collect from the
air and re-combine into veritable visible substances. '

Thus far we have presented only hypothetical positions of our
own. We will now give the explanations rendered by spirits
concerning the mode in which the physical aura or emanations of
human beings are wrought into pabulum for the exhibition of
¢ materialized forms,’ and the demonstrations of spiritual presence

by sounds, movements, etc. :

Spirits claim that the substance of their own organisms, no less
than the spiritual body of man, is the highest known sublimation
of that universal element called electricity, the attribute or
exhibition of which is FORCE ; that this element is the life of the

universe as well as that of man ; also, that besides the spiritual °

body, there is in man an interior and distinct element called
spirit, the attribute of which is INTELLIGENCE; that in the
change or breaking up of the mortal body called death, the spiri-
tual body accompanies the spirit, clothes it, and the union of the -

‘two elements forms SOUL.

“ They further add, that as the spiritual body is refined electri-

city or force, so all that electricity can be made to do by skilful

earthly chemists, can also be effected by their own spiritual
bodies. For instance : by passing sparks of electzicity through
eertain gases, they can be condensed into water; by acting with, -
electricity upon water it can be solidified into a crystal; crystals -
algo can be disintegrated back into gaseous matter again, Thps,
then, it will be seen that electricity is the great motor by which
all the transformations of matter are effected from invisible gases.
into visible solids, and from ponderable solids into imponderable
gases. If mortals with their imperfect instruments and rudimen-
tal knowledge can effect’ these marvellous transformations in

- matter through electrical action, is it not raticnal to expect that

irits in an advanced condition of life and knowledge, and with

e most perfect of all electrical apparatus at command—their own
spiritual bodies—shall be able to effect still more remarkable
transformations even to the consolidation of the emanations
‘given off by mortals, and the temporary crystallization of these
organic particles around their own forms? If eleotricity can be
made to produce sounds, and nsed as a motor by earthly chemists,
why not%y spiritnal ones as well? Earthly chemists pass into-
the spirit world, where, with extended spheres of knowledge and-



" far more svailable spparatus, they msy be ex

pected to continue
and jmprove upon the rudimental branches of knowledge they
on egrth, - ,
w?n regard to the spesialties which constitute some human beings
better mediums for the phenomena of spiritual communion then
others, it iz said the magnetism, or vital electricity of each
individual, differs in correspondenc: with the varieties of their

- mental, moral, and physical states, Where this vital electricity

inheres moat strongly to the organs which %:vem the physique,
rather than the morale or intsllect, where it is abundant, negative
in direction, and readily given off, the individual so constituted
forms a good physical force medium. Find a spirit endowed with
the same characteristics, but whose«quality of magnetism is
ﬁsitive rather than negative, and the two can assimilate and act

gether on the principle of a galvanic battery. If these
mutually-sdepted persons happen to be surrounded by others, as
in & spirit cirele, where the atmosphere ig charged with human
emanstions, the battery becomes strengthened, the force increased,
and hence the reason why spirits can often perform feats of phy-
sical power in an assemblage of well adapted human beings which

‘caanot be otberwise exhibited, The modus operandi by which

good electricians can use the force evolved from their batteries,
may be difficult of comprehension to the uninitiated ; no less, but
still no more so, arve the difficulties of understanding how the
spirit and the mortal can so combine their electrical forces as to
form & battery, and thus act upon the atmosphere that surrounds
them, but the process is strictly analogous in each case, and it

~only requires a thorough appreciation of the fact that the

spiritual body is electrical in its nature, and an apprehension of

~ what vital electricity can do, to believe that all the phenomena of

life and motion can be performed by spirits, under the direction
of capable and scientific minds,

We have endeavored to direct the reader’s attention to the fact
that in this modern Spiritualistic dispensation a large proportion

~ of the manifestations have always consisted of sensuous demon-

stration, that they have from the first been essentially material-

- istic, and have involved chiefly materiel agencies. The marvel of

presenting & fully formed and fully clothed organism, then, is
only one of degree, not of any phenomenal strangeness or diffe-
rential nature from the other demonstrations which have testified

. to spiritusl agency,

'That which we have to guard against most cautiously is the

* chanoe for deception which conditions of darkness and mystery

afford, also to lessen ourselves against too much credulity on the
one hand, or too much scepticism on the other. :

The eager demand for marvels, and the apparent necessity of
pandering to the vitiated and over-stimulated appetites of marvel-
seekers, unquestionably underlies the mask of deception which

has of late obscured the fair face of this bright young spiritual
"science ; - neither should we dogmatically refuse to believe

altogether in a phase of mediumship which, however wonderful
311;1 its totality, is but the natural sequence of what has preceded
it,

- It haslong been predicted by impressional media, that the time
would arrive when spirits would converse with their earthly
friends face to face, aye, and re-appear in the midst of the scenes
they once inhabited, with all the familiarity of a mortal visitant.

- The signs and tokens which give us the right to expect the fulfil-

ment of these prophecies are to be found in every demonstration
whereby sPirit can act upon matter and manipulate material
substances.” ~ ‘ o

~ 'We find in all our Spiritual exchanges new mediums
for materialization. They are occurring all over the

civilized world, demonstrating what Mr. Wesley says of

the spiritual body, and what Dr. Adam Clarke says they
can, “become visible to mortals.” Yet their children
ridicule these things. We expect to attend more of

“Mrs. Miller’s seances before this number is out, and (&

may have more remarkdble things to relate as having
occurred at them. e

BOY MEDIUMS,

Last Tuesday night, a private seance was held in the

~séance room of the National Association of Spiritualists,
‘88 Great Russell-street, London, with two new mediums,

recently discovered by Mr. Martheze at Southport, and

gons of Mr. Bamford, of Macclesfield. Walter Bam-

ford, the younger medium of the two, is thirteen and a
half years of age, and his brother Josepb fifteen. ~ Be-

~ sides the two mediums, the spectators present were Mr. |
- Martheze, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Albert Snow, Miss Kis--
lingbury, Mr. Dufort, and Mr. W. H. Harrison. =
~ The boys were first tied in the cabinet, when handker-
- chiefs were shown at and thrown from the apertures.

Afterwards, while the spectators were seated rouud the

" table, an accordeon was played beneath it with great

ower. The two boys were then tied with tape by hands,
eot, and waist to chairs, and left at one end of the

‘room, while the company sat at the other, with the

lights out. Under these conditions musical instruments
were played, writing done, an iron ring put on and off

‘the arm, and other of the usual physical manifestations

\ LT o - I

exhibited, lights bein

struck every one or two minutes,
to show that the mediums were tied as at first. The
powers of the two boyas have only just begun to develope,
yet are already exceedingly strong.—=S8piritualist.

PROGNOSTICATED SCENE IN THE 3ap
SPHERE.

(Within 100 Years Hence.)

MEeETING OF TWo EX-PRESIDENTS IN SPIRIT-FORM.

Professor T., addressing Dr. C.—Well, friend, what
learned fools we both were in earth-life in ignoring all
the evidences at our command demonstrating this grand
reality,. On my awakening to spiritual consciousness,
the great mistake which I had made burst upon my
vision like a thunder cloud.

Dr. C.—Ah! friend, my experience differed from
yours in & degree, although I did not acknowledge it
when on earth, I had for many years previous to my
entrance into spiritual existence, misgivings in regard to
there being a future life from various proofs which I

| had received of the truth of Spiritualism, for' which I

could dévise no other hypothesis that would account
therefore ; and in particular I received through the
mediumship of Foster, a communication from the
spirit of my mother in regard to certain incidents re-
lating to my childhood, which completely non-plussed
me at the time ; but being aware of the unpopularity of
Spiritualism, and feeling my prestige as a man of
science was at stake if I allowed my opinion on the

_subject to waver, I at once stifled my couvictions, and

devised the unconscious cerebration theory, which,

though well received by a large section of the commu-

nity, who were only too eager to grasp at any hyp-thesis
which had even the semblance of accounting for these
phenomens, the effects of which were so inimical to their

cherished beliefs ; still the weakness and absurdity of

that hypothesis was unpleasantly apparent from the very

first to myself, consequently when I awoke in Spiritual

existence, I was not so much taken aback as you were

at the reality thereof, but I was at once eonscious of the
grave error 1 had committed in having ignored the

evidences of the truth, and of the wrong 1 had done to

my fellow-men as to myself thereby. |

Professor T.—Your remarks remind me of admissions
made by our old friend, Sarjeant C——, who I met

-lately when I was visiting the second sphere. ~He con-

fessed to having been a thorough Spiritualist for many
years before his entrance into spirit life, and that he has
since felt stung with remorse whenever the dissimula-
tion he practised in earth-life comes into his thoughts.
He told me that he was about to declare his adhesion to
the cause of Spiritualism when his friend Crookes fore-
stalled him, and he could not brook the idea of playing
econd-fiddle in the matter, so he set to work to write
“ What am I?” the answer to which he said he could

“have compressed into three words, viz., “ A thorough

Spiritualist,” and which he would have done, had his
pride not prevented him, but even asit was he conti-
nued from his consciousness of the truth of Spiritualism
when writing that work he had, without being aware of
it at the time, so stated the facts related therein that
instead of having had the effect of influencing the minds
of those whoread it against the truth of Spiritualism as
purported by him, he had discovered that it had in
reality convinced many who before reading it were
dubious of the reality of the communion of disembodied
spirits with those still in the flesh. R

Dr. C.—I am not surprised at what youhave related
concerning my old friend,“sex:lg‘eant C——, for, from
the tenor of his book referred
stances connected with him, when in earth-life, I could
not help looking upon him but as & Spiritualist in dis-
guise. When I was in the second sphere, amongst
others I met another of our old friends, the Bishop of .
———. In recounting to me his experiences since
awakening to spiritual existence, he stated thet inearth
lifo he had confidently ezpected that he whom he had
always claimed and called his Lord and Master would
have met his spirit 4t the portals of heaven, and in the -

~most friendly way would have introduced him to the

i

to, and other circum-:




by her royal son the Prince, instead of which he wes
recsived into the spiritual world in the most unceremo-

nious way by a lot of dark spirits who taunted him by
im the Lord Bishop of lies and other suc

callin
epithégts.‘ He said that he at first imagined he had come
to the wrong place, until he was enlightened on the
matter by several of his clerical friends who had passed
awsy before him, and who informed him that the Spiri-
tualiets whom he, as well as they, had so greatly maligned
when on earth, were right, and that thewr boasted
“ orthodox” Christianity was merely superstition founded
on barbaric fables, &eo. A

_ Protessor T.—On several occasions when I have re-
- flected on the different position I should now have oc-
cupied in spirit life had I not closed my eyes to the
truth of Spiritual Philosophy in earth life, and when I
bave felt a desire arise within my spiritual form for

progression, I have been visited by my old servant John'

whom I used to call an old fool for attending seances
when on earth. He comes from the fifth sphere decked
in & brightness that dazzles my spiritual vision, and tells
~me that through the infiuence and teachings of Crockes
and Wallace, who he informs me are in the sixth ‘sghere,
he expects soon to joim them there. Come, friend C—,
let us meke a fresh start, and see if we cannot overtake
‘them in that race of progression in which we have lagged
too long behind ; lprogression, however, is eternal, so
~ there is hope for all. -

 THE REVOLUTIONARY POLICY OF THE
| ~ HEAVENLY HOSIS. |

_Ir it be true, as Jesus is supposed to have declared,
that the kingdom of God cometh not by observation,
- what are we to say
hearers to think otherwise? o

- How can we regard, but with feelings of pity, the
“teachings of Bishop Thornton and his school on * The
Approaching Advent of the Lord Jesus?” With
nothing above us but stars and space,—living in atmo-
spheric conditions that forbid human life to exist in the
flesh many miles from the earth’s surface, the Bishop
tries to persuade us that the body of the Lord Jesus
will descend upon the earth obliquely through the
. The orthodox reject with scorn the scientific proof

which Spiritualism offers of the feasibility of reclothing
‘the spirit form with sublimated matter in the presence

of a medium, so as to present an eghemeral apparition

to the human eye ; their re{'ection of this science, there-
- fore, debars them from pleading it as the means by
 which the Lord Jesus will show himself to the world.

~ Let us, then, consider the case from the orthodox
stand-point. The Lord Jesus, we are told, being the
‘God of the Universe, is to swoop through the atmo-

here, like an eagle, clothed in an organism of flesh and
blood, but without feathers, ‘ | |

Yet, quite recently, two French savants — MM.

Croce-Spinelli — martyrs to Science, lost their lives
from asphyxia, by ascending from the earth’s surface in
‘& balloon to a height of eleven miles; thereby proving
- that an organism like that of Man, admirably adapted,
as it is, to subsist upon the surface of the earth, ¢annot
hold the spirit in a rarer atmosphere, owing to an
- excessive accumulation of carbonic acid becoming
generated in the blood. | -
~_ Now, we have no hesitation in asserting that it would
. be a physical impossibility for the Infinite, or any other
~.spirit, to descen in a fleshly envelope from among the
- sfars, and to live in that envelope after he arrived here.
- It is an easy mode of disposing of these difficulties by

| ass:unmg t all things are possible with God. Bui,

. @8 & chain is no stronger than its weakest part, if there

i8 one thing impossible with God, your chain is snapped

‘asunder. It is impossible for ;Geg to make two moun-

tains without & valley between them, for if there was

no valley there would not be #wo hills. 1t follows,

- . therefore, that all things are not possible with God, and
- that it is foolishness to say 0. =~ |

!

sented on 8 grest white thrope, in the sams way |
had, when on earth, been introduced to the Queen

of those divines who induce their

‘scorned the illegitimate son of a
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However, to enable us to discuss the matter, we will
suppose an absurdity, and consider Jesus as ‘God. Wé
wifl aspume another absurdity, and sllow that he calf
descend from among the stars in an organism of flesh
gnd }!Jllﬁi;d, and light on this earth like s dove on ®

unghill, o

~ We will fancy he has come to stay for & thoussnd
years, and to use a body such ae ours—for, indeed, no.
other would be suitable in the atmospheric conditions
surrounding the earth. He would have to eat,—and
sleep would also be a fecessity. We should have the
miracle business in full swing, and his teeth would grow
sbarp on quails and manna. The apostles, moreover,
were expert fishermen, and would probably revive the
avt. . . ‘ _i, ) .

Then, as Grod dwelleth not in temples made with
hands, he would “ camp out”’ all the time, and before
his thousand years were half over he would be a prey to
rheumatism of the worst sort, to say nothing of other
ailments superinduced by exposure; so that, accordin
to Bishop Thornton, the immediate result of the “second
coming in the flesh” would be an exhibition of the
Almighty contracting a combination of rheumatiem ahd
other disorders by sleepi%; under a tree, Or, if He
found that life too rough, He might have a tent and a -
stretcher. Imagine God getting into bed in His night-
shirt, and taking something warm from His mother. .

It is the nature of flesh to be weak, and the Right
Rev. Father, Samuel Ballarat, must preach some other
gospel than * the second coming in the flesh,” if he
wishes to earn the respect of intellectual people. ‘

No! BSpiritual Truth is the Anointed of God, and
Jesus represented it faithfully and hag his reward. The
second coming of Spiritual Truth is upon us ; the light
is shining in the darkness, and the darkness compres
hendeth it not. o | .

The wealthy Jews, and the fashionable ecclesiastics of
the time of Jesus, saw nothing in his advent. They
looked for an embodiment of temporal power. They

;Iieasant woman, and
crucified him between two other malefactors. |

Spiritualism in this age is the exact counterpart of
Jesus in that. They both bring from Grod a message to
mankind. They are both, for the same reason, offensive
to materialists — they are spiritual, and must be
spiritually discerned. They are alike in b‘ein§ hidden

e

from the worldly wise and the seemingly prudent, and
in being revealed unto babes; and they are alike in
that Spiritualism supersedes the old theology, and
knocks it to pieces, as Jesus did. :
Jesus was a manifestation of spirit power, concen-
{rated on an individual. Spiritualism is 4 manifestation
of spirit power, concentrated on a world. The first
coming was in weakness; the second coming is in

| power. The first coming was of the earth, earthy ; the

second coming is the Truth from Heaven. It is clear
‘that the churches in this age are making a similar mif-
take to the Fharisees in that. But the Pharisees had
power in their day, the churches have none in ours—
when to be a heretic 18 a sure sign that a man is-intelli-
gent and probably honest. o | |
Spiritualism is not a religion, but the scientific basis =
on which the future religions of the human race will be
built, It is of God, and from God, and is divinely
‘adapted to the needs of human life. Its facts are open
to all who seek ; its philosophy is suited to the loftiest
minds ; it is free from mystery; it insists on the con-
stant exercise of the reason ; it encourages the founda-
tion of family altars, where two or three can gather
round a table, and dispense with professors of prayer or
pray-ists; it satisfies the aspirations and the hopes of
the soul ; it soothes the sorrowful and the dying; it
banishes the fear of death, and opens up a prospect of
‘eternal progression beyond the grave which satisfies our
sense of justice. It shows us our Father in his most
adorable aspects, and it is founded on natural facts, and
not on literary fictions. Carlyle proclaims, and we
know, a fact to be a Divine revelation; therefore, if
Spiritualism bhas one fact to adduce, that fact is &
Divine revelation. But Spiritualism has a body of
evidence and a multitude of facts to support it far

| greater than Christianity ever had, and seems more

I
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‘Hkely, even at this esrly stg'ge in its development, o
pcome the scientific basis of all future religions to be
mown among men, than Christianity, or any othee

gﬁam, aver promised to become in the palmiest days of

8 wealth, pomp, and opportunity. ~ |
-~ The Wastminster Review, in & recent remarkable article

" n Thelam, in which it is shown that religions are not

e, but grow—the writer, representing a school of

- thought far in advance of that represented by the Ml

dourse Review, is not afraid to admif, what will be
apparent ta fools before long, that Spiritualism is &
reat fact. That organ of English radical and cultured

ought makes the following admissions:—

“The religlon of the future is in our midst already, working
%pomnt yeast in the minds of the people. It is in our midst
to-day with signs and wonders uprising like & swollen tide, and
. M(mm igly) the barriers of Nature's laws, But however

rresistible its effects, they are not declared on the surface. J¢

oomes vetling its destined splendors beneath an eowterior that
invites contempt. Hidden from the prudent, its truths are
m?led to babes. Once more the weak will confound the
mighty, the foolish the wise, and base things and things despised
'p% to naught things that are; for it seems certain that,
\

er truly or whether falsely, Spiritualism will re-establish, on

what professes to. be ground of positive evidence, the fading belief
in a future life—not such a future as is dear to the reigning
ﬁheolo , but a future developed from the present, a continuation,
- under improved conditions, of the scheme of things around us,”

- Christisn theology is represented; by 8128 sects, which
speaks volumes for the activity of the religious sentiment

in Christendom, but we know that a house divided
- against itself, in this manner, cannot stand, When

 Robert Owen, in 1817, speaking at a famous meeting in

~ the London Tavern, with the Duke of Kent in the
chair, declared that “all the religions of the world were

~ wrong,” an eye witness records that “the vast and

. various audience listened as men breathless. Then they
broke out into tumultous cheering at the courageous
act of the speaker.” But Robert Owen, with all his
faculty of personal inspiration, spoke only half the
- truth. He confounded religion with the expression of

it, and failed to see that in the fertile soil of religious
feeling inherent in the race, the various erroneous
religions spring up like weeds which knowledge alone
can eradicate. o | |

It is upon this universal religious peculiarity of the
human mind that the hosts of heaven are now working.
They see, as Robert Hall saw, that “without religion
‘Man is a shadow, his very existence a riddle, and the

~ ptupendous scenes of Nature which surround him as

‘ugnaeaning a8 the leaves which the sibyl scattered in the

wind.” A |

~ They see also, and inspire others to see, that the reli-

gion of Christ is one thing, and the religion of Christen-
om another. For Christ practiced peace and goodwill,

Christendom practices war and illwill. Consequently,

the heavenly hosts are laboring to overthrow popular

- Christianity, which is false, and set up unpopular

Spiritualism, which is true. This is the revolutionary
policy we shall briefly elucidate and defend. o
The angels are not likely to fall into the trap that
- caught- the early Christians, who compromised their
long struggle with Paganism by adopting many of its
ideas and practices, so that now the parasite has killed the
plant. = Christianity is Paganism in a modern dress, and
1 the approaching struggle with Spiritualism, one or
‘other must die the death that knows no resurrection.
‘God and the angel world are safe. It is Christianity,
therefore, that will be destroyed. Let us hear no more,
 then, of Christian Spiritualism. Christianity and Spiri-
tualism are so incompatible, the two can never become
reconciled. | | |
In this age Spiritualism has gathered to its loving
embrace many millions of the true children of God;
- men and women who realize the truths which the pure-
‘hearted only see; mnoble msouls endowed with ‘those
 faculties and powers of endurance which, in darker ages,
would be severely tested. Of all these millions, not one
radical Spiritualist believes in the Atonement; not one
in the Fall through Adam ; not one in Original Depra-

" vity; not one in the incarnation of the whole power of

the Deity in the person of a Jewish boy; not ome in
the virginity of that boy’s mother; not ome in the

special virtues of his blood.

‘are meek and lowlf

~departure on an unknown sea has been taken.”

| fogs of priest-devised faiths,
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_ No Bpiritushst of any grade believes in the wrath of
God, nor in Bternal Tormenta; nor in the plensey
inspiration of the Bible; norin the blasphemous no
that thie world ehall be destroyed by its Creator, in s fit

P

of passionate maligni?, end that, in the wreck, the
gradual refinement and higher powers, educed in matter
snd in mind by unknown centuries of evolutionary
development, be lost for ever. o
Spiritualism rgjects these notions, and regards them

as the horrors of religious delirium ; the hideous phan-
tasms begotten of sacerdotal tyranny, and ecclesiastical -

superstition, ignorance and pride.

t such & change in the views of the intelligent
claszes should have been brought about, since 1848, by
the teachings of the spirit world, in the teeth of the most
virulent and astute opposition, is evidence of the adapta-
bilitg of the new doctrines to the needs of the human
mind, and proves the wisdom, the power, and the
rggolutionary ardour of the angel hosts who fight on our
side, | o
The old theology is, to all intents and purposes,
superseded by a religio-philosophical science of & most
revolutionary character, and the work has been initiated,
directed, and carried on by wise sud powerful spirits,
working through mediumistic agents, who, like Jesus,
in heart, pure in conduct, and
uncorrupted by worldly wealth. | =

Our space will not permit us to do more than allude
to the influence of the angel world in prompting the
governing classes in all free countries to adopt a liberal
educational policy; in making a wave of educational
controversy to pass over the nations ; and in compelling

‘the educational right of the masses of the people to be

recognised as the question of the day. . The interference
of spirits in this matter is publicly admitted by the

Roman Catholic Church, and orders have been issued by -
the Ouria Romana for a crusade against witcheraft,
being in effect a sacerdotal attack on spiritual medium-
ship. This crusade, which has been commenced in

‘Germany, has merely excited the contempt of the

German peeple, who, in their treatment of this matter,
fully justify their right to the position which modern
history has assigned to them, as the intellectual leaders
of the human race. Germany and America, the angels:
tell us, are the political favorites of the heavenly hosts,
because of the magnitude of the interests these two
nations represent. In Germany the public mind is
denied activity in the sphere of politics, and exerts itself
upon religious froblems and metaphysics; in America,
the ¥ublic mind is permitted the utmost possible liberty
on all great questions, because it is there seen that the
public opinion of a free people has a constant tendency
to promote a genuine love of law and order. @~
As, therefore, the political activity of America becomes
inoculated with the intellectual activity of Giermany, the
result will be a people free indeed. @~ | ,
One of the most brilliant and lucid writers which
America has produced, Professor Draper, of New York
University, warns us, in his philosophical history of the
conflict between Religion and Science, that

“ We have come to the brink of a great intellectual changes

‘Much of the frivolous reading of the present will be supplanted :

by a thoughtful and austere literature, vivified by endanger.d
interests, and made fervid by ecclesiastical passion. Society is
anxiously expecting light to see in what direction it is drifting.
It plainly discerns that the track along which the voyage of
civilization has thus far been made has been left, and that a new .

This magazine was established at the instigation' of
the spirit world, to aid Australian seekers in their

| search for the light, and is now, under the same aus-

ices, entering on the sixth year of its publication. We
esire to assure our readers, in the words of William

" “We do not presume to judge the private Ap»rofessors of any

faith. We all know the marvellous power of religious ideas-
implanted in childhood, and hallowed by long ancesiral practice.
Under the worst systems the best people exist in numbers, as the
vigorous do under the worst climates. Under the power of all -
reconciling hereditary habit. people may even acquire the power
of living, like Mithridates, on polsons, - , o
“The Jew, the Mussulman, the Buddhist, the Brahmist, and the
Roman Catholic, under the potent sgell of their educations, work -
out their missions, and seek after God, even amidst the densest
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- 4One day, the hbnestf and éirweré of all creedé mllﬁnd thera.
selves above the clouds of both material and spiritual existencs,
in the grest unobecmble, unpervertable Ligur.” - '
THE EDDYS,

_The following letter, which appeared in the Rutland
Daily Globe of September 80th; is republished with some

further particulars in the 8pirstualist of October 22nd.

The editor says the writer is & clever English barrister.
The same gentlema,n} writes again a very interesting ac-
count of further manifestations, giving his initials . g.M.,
in the Spirétualist of November 12th. |
' - Berwick House, Rutland, Vt,, Sept. 27th, 1875, .
EDITOR OF THE RUTLAND GLOBE,—Having travelled about
4,000 miles for the express purpose of witnessing, and, if possible,
forming a correct judgment upon the “ spirit materialisations” at
the Eddy homestead, made famous by Col. Oleott’s critical inves-
tigation, I naturally felt some curiosity to learn the opinions pre-

- valent about them in this city and neighborhood. I have found

many differences and some indecision. Nor am I surprised, for
though the Eddy brothers, sugd%osingmediumship torpexﬁ are
probably the most powerful mediums in the world, they are not,
&t least at home, test mediums, I do not in the least blame them,

‘afterall they aresaid to have gone through inthis way, fornotsub-

mitting themselves, every day and intheir ownhomes, to the often
cruel and unreagonable caprices of sceptical investigators, ButIdo
think that they might voluntarily give more satisfaction in the
way of tests than they choose to do ; and therefore I counld not re-
commend others, whose object, like my own, is to yerify a fact,
and not merely to witness the most developed phase of a pheno-
menon 'stﬂl problems‘:tzcal, to seek conviction at the Eddys’, But
I certainly am astonished that the extraordinary powers, as a test
medium, of their sister, Mrs. Mary Huntoon, should have esca
ublic attention, The names of William and Horatio Eddy are
eard wherever Spiritualiem is mentioned ; while this sister, who

- could convince, if he were at all open to conviction, the most

hard-hearted sceptic in a single sitting, remains i ity,
was & week at Qhﬁtenden bef.gre I evengl;’e&rd of he:'t1 obggunty. I
As an English lawyer, with, I am afraid, the worst possible

- opinion of human nature, to whom the fallibility of human testi-

mony is one of the first principles of judgment, sceptical by disposi-

. tion and with some experience in this investigation, I have, in this
_matter, trusted to nothing that I have been told, to 20 observations

and to no precautions but my own. I have attended six circles at

* Mrs. Huntoon's, with the result that the question of spirit material-

isation is settled withme forever. Onthe ground floor are only

~ three rooms—the kitchen, dairy or larder, and the bedroom, thirty

feet by seven, which serves as the cabinet. Above are only the
roof and rafters, without partition, of an unfinished room. -gelovs
the larder is the cellar, not at all under the bedroom, I did not, of
course, accept the statement that there was nothing under the latter

“but the ground, but examined every board of the floor. - These

boards are continuous pieces, running under the partition from the

 kitchen the length of both rooms. Each is firmly and closely set

toits neighbour. Two of the walls of the bedroom are outer wall
andI scratinised the boards outside, and the plaster within, v?l?ic%

- was without seam or rent, as also the plaster of the partitions from

the larder and kitchen, and of the ceiling. The hedroom has only

- onewindow, The lower part of this was nailed inside ; outside I

had nailed mosquito netting, the tacks being driven up to the heads

. inspots selected by myself, and under my own eye. I went
- with a lantern and examined this netting three);;imes, ((;) jougtt
: bgf.ore the sitting commenced, (2) immediately after the manifes-
~ tations had fairly commenced (3) at theclose. On the bed were |
o lying Mrs, Huntoon’s two younger children. I took the elder to be

under three years old, but she tells me heis three years and four

" months, We took the bedding to pieces, blanket by blanket, mai-

tressby mattress. On only one night of the six was the eldest

-child, five years old, left in the bedroom. The bedroom has only

one door, that into the kitchen, where we sat. A
rtair x;'a.shung. ehen, | e §ross the doo? the
. Bofar, of course, I had only provided against access to the room

by an accomplice. But now comes the crucial test—the ability to

- stand which distinguishes Mrs, Huntoom’s mediumship from t
- of every other, with the exception, Iam told? of Mrs..lgtévgzt,hzg
- Terre Haute, Ind. During the first part of the seance Mrs. Huntoon

sits outside the curtain, in the kitchen with us, no part of her person

‘being in the bedroom. The light, though not good enough to di

- cern the features of the apparitio’ns, is%uﬂiciént to makegpergegzl? |
- observable the smallest movement of the medium, I could see the

- timeby my small watch by it. We sat 7} feet from the curtain, I

‘Wwas quite satisfied with these precautions, - A gentleman with me,

. . ‘however, was not, atleast for the purpose of reporting. though he

d with me that they were perfectly sufficient for our own

~ satisfaction, Accordingly we tied Mrs, Huntoon’s hand
- to the back of her chair, and her feet to the legs of the:hnai;?ecm

under these conditions, faces began immediately to ap; ome-
times two ata time, through the curtain; a ‘ﬁ&ydle igpthe b’egr?;;x

- was played, and while Mrs, Huntoon sang **John Brown,” & voi
- from be{md the curtain, stronger than hers, ,accbmpan?elcll’ her, 003
- other occasions, afterall the foregoing precautions, with the excep-
- tion that the medium was not tied (though it must be distinctly
- understood, visible to all of us), the full length form of a young man

emerged from the side of the curtaiz. furthest from Mrs, Huntoon,

- and stood before usfor several seconds, The same spirit h |
~geveral times, under conditions, however, not so ngorgus gycoalx?g
- by, the power ‘becomvmg exhausted under these trying tests, a voice |
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¢rom the bedroom oells Mrs, Huntoon behind tbe‘cumin, And

then the manifestations become much stronger ; but, asthe test {s
ag jantend, to recount them is not within the scops of my present
0 ee * ' :
One warning I wish to give visitors vo Mrs, Huntoon and every
other medium, Do not mix up the question of spirit materialisation
with that of epirit identity. Faces and i purporting to be
those of epirit friends will come to you. Your dear relatives will
manifest the utmost eagerness and impatience to be recognised, but
when you come to put the simplest test question, they will, unless
{Ou have been fool enough to blabout particulars ahout them before-
and, either fail to answer, or answer wrongly. That is my expe-
rience ; I donot say it is invariably the case. Unless proper pre-
cautions are taken to exclude such an explanation, pecple, of course,
go away with the notion that it is all frand and personation by the-
medium. Mach of it Iam nearly sureis fraud and personation,
not by the medium, but hy spirits, possibly not even human spirite,
But I am verging on deep and difficult speculations, To return to
Mrs. Huntoon, BShe has offered to come to any room in Butland I
may select for the purpose, and there to hold a seance under any
test I may impose. I am satisfled already, and have declined the
offer. Investigators will, she assures me, and I quite believe her,
experience from her a cheerful compliance with any testa not abso.
Iutely cruel, not. of course, inconsistent with the invariable condi-
tions of spirit materialisation. You have two things only to guard
against—confederacy by the medium-—with Mrs, Huntoon, but
with very few other mediums, it is the easiest thing in the world to
take perfect precautions againet either. : ’

- Excuse, sir, thislong letter—I have no interestin its publication.
I write it at the request of Mrs, Huntoon, made after I had avowed
myself completely satisfied and convinced, & request which I
thought 1 could not in justice refuse.~I am, 8ir, your obedient
servant, - ' \

AN ENXGLISH BARBISTER,

. DUNEDIN SPIRITUALISTS GROVE
U TMEETING. ;

(Fl'omthe Otago Witness, Jan. 8th.) RO

“TaE Spiritualists and friends held their second annual
Grove Meeting on Monday, in Harbour’s Paddock,
Woodhaugh. The adjournment of the meefing from
Boxing Day, the threatening state of the weather, and
the counter attractions, kept many away, but there was,
notwithstanding, a good attendance, the number on the
ground of old and young amounting to 160. Lack's
band was in attendance, and the time was passed very
pleasantly in picnic-ing, social converse, dancing, sing-
ing, playing cricket, croquet, kiss-in-the-ring, &¢. The
crowning feature of the gathering, however, was a speech
from Mr. Stout. He said it might be asked why was it
that these societies existed ? Why was it there was a
separation from the Churches? Those who belonged tc
their society could consistently belong to no Church, as
their very existence said that no Church was the custo-
dian of all truth. On the contrary, they said that the
truth was difficult to discover, and that it required a
perpetual search. There was also underlying their
existence the assertion of a principle that was now being

‘recognised in science, the doctrine of development. If
there were no development, then the oldest religion was

the truest and the purest. That Society asserted that
as men’s intellect was trained, and as science became
diffused, religion must change ; and now in Protestant
Churches that doctrine was being slowly recognised. A.
Church’s doctrine must change with the times. But
there was also applied to religion something else which
in science was universally acknowledged. Science’s
dogmas were based on facts—on inductions—so, it was
contended, a religion to be lasting could not be founded
on mere faith. The only way to reconcile science and

religion was to apply the same rule in searching for

truth in both. All other methods of reconcihation
would prove futile; and if we were to have any hope of
religion in the future, it must be a_religion believed in
not for its age, nor for the good it may have dome
in the past, but because it was founded on indubitable
facts. For example, there was the doctrine of immor-
tality, a doctrine that had influenced the lives and
condust of many of the best and ablest of men. Was it
true? The Spiritualists asserted that if it could be -
proved one thousand or two thousand years ago it wasg
capable of proof now, and hence they attem nted to

. i

establish it by observation and experiment. If they had

fafled, he was afraid the believers in & future life would -
be lessened in number. ‘Then, again, it was only those
who recognised development. who could be truly pro-
gressive. They could recognise the good in other




~ might be suitable to many still living, and towards them
they would maintain no hostile ettxtude. They wust not
pin them faith to Spiritualiem or any other “1am.” Free
play must be given to a man's faculties and to a man's
Teason, and his religion could not transcend his reason.

" A man’s conduct was the test of his creed. If & man
lived a noble life, his creed was not of much moment.
It was not a bad creed that influenced good actions;
but & creed that did not 1produce good fruit had better
be abandoned. After good deeds were of more
importance than good creeds, He then referred to the
neceseity of having some social or other meetings on the
anniversary days of some of the great men (saints he
might call them) of the past.

A PLEA ¥OR TFREETHINKERS.

Smatm—

Taz following letter has been addressed by Mr. Tyerman
. to the Bishop of Sydney. We trust that it will have its
designed effect on Dr. arker and his fellow Christians,
who are so much in the habit of traducing those who
will not swallow their theological nostrums :—

To the Blght Rev. Frederic Barker, D.D., Lord Bishop of Sydney.

My LoBb,—The reason I have for addressing this letter to you'
is your public and unfriendly reference to me at the late annual
meeting of the * New South Wales Association for the Promotion
of Morality,” on which occasion you spoke of me as an ¢ Infidel
lecturer,” evideatly using the term “Infidel” in that offensive
sense in which it has too long been employed in designating
those whose views on theological and religious subjects differ
~ from the teachings of orthodoxy—a sense which has had the

- - effect of exciting more or less public 'prejodiee, misapprehension,

. and ill-will against the parties thus branded. -According to the
3 Sydney Morning Herald’s report of your epeeoh, you com-

mended the propmetors of the Masomc Hell who refused to,
permit an Infidel lecturer (myself) to dehver 8 lecture on‘
Tom Paine, He (you) thanked the eomnuttee for thelr very‘

judicious and decided interference.” = S .
Permit me to state that your lerdsh1p hes endentiy been

misinformed on that matter. The Comm1ttee;” or rether the
Board of Directors, had nothmg wha,tever to do mth preventmg '
me from delivering my lecture in delea.txon of Thomas Paine,
~ in the Masonic Hall. The “interference” you commend was |
simply thet of one man, the Chairman of the Board, and the
‘subject was not brought officially before the Directors till nearly |
8 month afterwards, Nor has that gentleman’s arbitrary
interference with the right of free-speech been sanctioned by thek

, general body of Freemasons, in Sydney, as you seem to suppose
On the contrary, I know of a certainty, that a number of the
most influential of them entirely disapproved of his hlgh-hended

and persecuting conduct. The lecture, however, was delivered in

one of the theatres, the manager of which, being a lover of fair-
play, and not & sanctimonious religionist, willingly let me have

it for that purpose. I have lectured in the same building every
Sunday evening since, to audiences, some of which would have'

been too large for the Masonic Hall, wlueh has proved thet the

“exhibition of pious bigotry and intolerance which so dehght'ed;

yonr episcopal heart has unwittingly done us good.

The object of the Association of which your lordshlp is
President commands my entire sympathy. I cordially approve of

~ all pradent and well-directed efforts for the ‘ Promotior of

Morality ;” and am striving in my own humble way, and within
| a limited sphere, to a.ccomphsh the same noble end. But Iam

not quite sure as to what you meant by the remarks I have quoted
) from your spsech. Did you consider the meetmgs I held in the

~ Masonic Hall were immoral in their- char acter and tendency, and

that, therefore, they ought to be suppressed, and came fairly
thhm the scope of your Association’s efforts? The above short
| extract, looked at in the light of the general tenor of your speech,
- ‘and of certain parts of the Becretary’s report, seems to' me to
fairly warrant this conclusion. Indeed, if you did not mean that,

- your reference to me and my meetings on such an occasion was
. altogether irrelevant end uncalled for, And if I am oorreet in |
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r%mMe, end the feet that even the oldeeb rehgaom~

the eonstruetion I heve put npon your remarke, I shoela be heppy
to be informed on what grounds your opinion s based. I am

quite certain that you cannot adduce a tittle of direct and valid

evidence in its support, Shall we judge of the tree by its fruits?
Bince I came to Sydney, some eight months ago, ssveral
prominent Christians, some of them pillars of your own church,

‘have figured conspicuously in the insolvent and criminal courts ;

but I am not aware that anyone habitually attending my meeting,
or avowing the principles I hold, has appeared in the same
position during that period. Any impartial person, acquainted
with the facts of the case, will tell you that the audiences we had
in the Masonic Hall, during the four months I used it, were as
numerous, intelligent, respectable, and well-behaved as the
largest and best church congregations in Bydney.

~Your lordship considers that the Masonic interference with my

‘meetings was “very judicious and decided.” I grant that it was

“decided ;" but whether it was “judicivus” is another question,
I venture to think that when you reflect on the effect it has had
on many minds you will be induced to modify your opinion,
It has shown a rapidly-increasing number of your fellow-citizens,

that the apirit of sectarian Christianity is the same now as it was

when it manifested itself in scenes of irresistible intolerance and
brutal persecution; that, as represented in Protestant forms, its
boasted right of private judgment and free speech is only a
delusive sham, as no one can go beyond the limits it prescribes
without being denounced; and that if it had the power, and
dared to exercise it, it would again crush what it deems heresy
and infidelity by force, as it did in those “ good old times” when
the prison and the fagot were the favourite instruments of its
cruel and unrelenting will. And, as a consequence, it has intensi-

fied their opposition to its arrogant and unwarranted pretensions,

and strengthened their determination to do their utmost to
counteract its operations, and finally strip it of the dominant
influence it has so long un;ustly wielded in the world ‘There-
fore, as a matter of mere policy, it may fairly be doubted whether
the ¢ interference ” for which you “thanked” the Masonic

“officials wag Judlcmus,” so far as the mteresﬁs of orthodoxy are :
keoncemed

“In refemng to the gentleman whose memory I undertook to

vachcate, you spoke of him as Tom Paine.” The lesser lights in
‘the Christian churches have been too long accustomed to speak of

Paine in that vulgar and eontemptuous style; and I regret that

_your lordship should have given the sanction of your name and :

position to the objectionable practice. Surely the time has come

| when the orthodox, who affect so much superiority over their
| Infidel opponents, might, in speakmg of those opponents, nge

them their proper Christian names.

~As to my vindication of that noble ohamplon of Freethought, I
can only say that I dmcherged a duty which I could not honestly
and consistently resist, and the performance of wh;ch ‘however
imperfect it was, gave me very great pleasure. For years I
shared the popular rehgloue prejudice against Paine. In my
younger days his name was almost as great a bughear to me as
that of his Satanic Ma]esty. But I have become convmeed that
that prejudice is as destitute of a rational foundation, as it is
mischievous in its consequences. He has been wronged and
slandered to an extent that few men have been. His public

| actions have been strangely misunderstood ; his religious views
“on certain important questions have been systematically mise

represented; his moral character has been unscrupulously
assailed; while his death-bed scene has been depicted as of the

‘most appalling character, And yet but few of those who lift

their hands in holy horror at the mention of his name, have taken

the trouble to ascertain the real truth respecting him ; or to read

» single line of his works, They only know him as denounced by
their rellglous teachers, and calumniated i in pxous Traets ~

It is true that Paine was an uncompromising enemy of King-
craft and Priestcraft; and your lordship, being & representative
of the latter, it is natural that you should be opposed to him, and
strive to perpetuate the popular prejudice against him. But

though he was an avowed enemy of those two gigantic evils, a8 |

he deemed them, he was a firm friend of humanity, and a fearless -

. 1 .
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‘admw of wm he oonesmd t0 he truth and rlght.  His efforte

for the slvil and religious liberties of the people wers earnest and
disinterested ; and he was sustained under the bitter persscutions
to which bis unpopular but consclentious views exposed him, by
& calm trust in the great Father of all, and afirm beliefin s
Future State, in which he would be.rewarded according to the
motives he oultivated and the works he did, rather than for the
faith he professed. And his death, so far es I have been able to

" agoertain the true particulars of it, was a fitting termination of a

consistent and useful life ; and not the horrible and heartrending

~ gvent that falsehood and bigotry have so often represented.

The dey is coming, my lord, when the injured memory of
Thomas Paine will be fully vindicated at the bar of public
opinion ; and when the principles for which he labored g0 hard
and suffered so much, will bear their legitimate fruit in the world,
And believing that the best interests of mankind will be pro-
moted by such a result, I aad others are doing what little we can

- to bring it about on this side of the globe, But in thus defending

thet maligned and illustrious man, it must be understood that I
do not approve of all his public actions, nor accept all his written
teachings, To claim perfection for the one and infallibility for
the other, would imply that he was more than a human being,
I only mean that, taken as a whole, he was a worthy man and a
true benefactor of his race; and is, therefore, entitled to be
spoken of at least with respect, even by those who differ from the

 political and religious views he held.

- Your lordship was pleased, on the occasion mentioned, to call
me an “Infidel,” But what is an infidel? and who has authorised

- one man to brand another by that term, using it in an offensive
- .sense, because he holds different views from his own on questions

- that are not capable of a satisfactory demonstration?! We have

* no universal and perfect standard—a standard which all mankind,
. mor even a majority of mankind accept—by which this point can

. be settled. Your lordship, with all the faith you can command,

n-would be pointed at as an Infidel, in some parts of the world. .

- Of course you speak of me as an Infidel because | my views of a- "
book called the Bible dlﬁer from those you entertain ; but Ij '
ntterlj deny that you have a wlut ‘more rzght to call 'me an |
- Infidel because my newe differ from yours, than 1 have to

designate you by tHat term because your news of it differ from

imme. To ]ustn"y your conduct by an appeal to the Blble, is to
~assume for it an authority which I v,enture to say cannot be
;eatabhsked, and which, on that account, I refuse to acknowledge

I may say of myself, without egotism, that I have endeavoured

»to honestly exercise the powers God has glven me, and have used’
the best means I could command, in order to ascertain- the real
merits of the Bible, I presume your lordship has done the same,

And what is the result! We have arrived at totally dlﬁerent

conclusions respecting the origin, character, and authomty of that

~ book,- And, seeing that the evidemce on these points is so
incomplete and mahsfacbory, that two men—both presumedly
- honest truth-seckers, and competent for the task of examination—
“have arrived at such opposite conclusions upon them, what right
. haa ohe of these men to use opprobnous epithets in speakmg of
ethe other, beeanse a different opinion from his own has been
‘formed? Does not the fact that honest and competent truth-
‘seekers arrive at such opposite conclusions on the subject of the
claims of the Bible, clearly imply that God did not intend that all
“who have it should see eye to eye on that questmn? Had God
| “demgned that all who possess the Bible should hold the same

belief respectmg it, surely the evidence for that behef on the one
hand, and men's mental constitution on the other, would have

" been ve:y different from what they are, And, considering these

things, oughit not any man to be allowed to form such views of

| ‘the Scripture as the ewdence on the matter seems to him to
| faldly warrant, and o openly propagate those views, withont
~ being denonnced a8 an Infidel, and mbjected to social, if not

- civil, pains and pmahm, by those who entertain different
, apmmnsf ,

I dhowld not oh;ect, my 101-&, to the appheaﬁon of the term

; “‘!nﬁdel” to tmyseld, i it were only used to indicate that my
: ‘viewn of the Bible, ahdmanyof its teachings, differ from those |
- held hy t‘he Ohﬁat!an Ohnrches. But something very diﬂerent,

génerelly meant, 'l'he term iﬂ MW in the
minds of most Christlane with the ides of a rejestion of the
whole Bible & dishelief in the existence of God ; & denial ofn
Future Btate of rewards and punishments ; s disregasd of all the
principles of true religion; and a life of habitusl and unbridled
immorality, Now, with regard to the Bible, Freethinkers asa
whole accept whatever is in it that sppears to them to be true
and good. And on the doctrines of the existence of God, and a
Future State, they are divided into two claeses, The Materialistic
portion reject them agunfounded ; but the Spiritualietic achool,
to which I belong, have as firm & belief in these doctrines es
Christians themselves, Whilst, as respects morality, both classes
of Freethinkers, so far as I have been able to judge, will compare
favourably with their pious censors, And yet, as & consequence
of the erroneous notion just mentioned, avowed Freethinkers of
former times were shunned by the People generally, as though
they were a moral pestilence; some of them were imprisoned,
after passing through trials which were often a transparent farce ;

and the hardships and indignities that were heaped upon a few
of them, culminated in a cruel death, And even in our own day,
though open violence dare no longer b® attempted, Freethinkers
are persistently misrepresented and slandered in the pulpit, and
in religious circles and subjected to a thousand petty, underhand

‘persecutions, by their selfrighteous and canting opponents.

However, we have one satisfaction, my lord, under the disadvan-
tages we suffer through the unwarranted use that is made of the.
term “ Infidel”—we are on the side of Ziberty and progress, and
numbered with many of the world’s grea.test and best men ; and,
if we may judge from the past, we may feel certain that at leasb |
much of the Infidelity for which we are now denounced, wﬂl be: o

recognised as the ortkado:vy of a future age.

. But what, my lord if it ehould turn out after all tha,t you. are '(
“ Inﬁdel " a8 well a8 myself 7 You profess to believe and
obey the w?’wle Blble but I venture to say that there are portlons

of it whwh you. do not beheve or at all events, though you do - |
’adnnt them 1M.heory, you deny them i in pmatwa. ~ For example,
;your acknowledged Master commands you, when smxtten on one

cheek to tum the other, and when your coat is taken away, to
give your cloa];, also Do you prove your belief in that command

by fa.lthfully obeymg 1t? I have nothmg to do with what you
‘may ¢ suppose Christ meant ; nor with the questlon whether his -
‘precepts were politic and practlcable ; but only with what he
8aid, The same Master forbids you to lay up treasures on earth,
| and to take any thought for to-morrow. Does your lordshlp ‘
1 possess no earthly treasure ; and do you only make provision for -
“your worldly wants from day to da.y? ‘That Christ meant. hls
“injunctions and prohlbmons to be taken lztemlly, is evident from. .

the advice he gave to a rich man, to sell all that he had and glve

 the procceds to the poor; and from the fact that h1s earlyr

followers kad all tfngs in common. When was the B1shop of
‘Sydney’s property offered for sale, with the ‘announcement that
the proceeds would be glven to the poor of his ‘diocese? Yonr '
Bible also teaches that in case of sickness, anointing with oil and -

offering prayer by elders of the Church constitute a- posmve and
 infallible remedy., But when affliction smltes down yourtself or
“any of your household, do you not call in the doctor ; and prove

by your actions that you prefer inward physmmg to outward
anointing ; and that you have more faith in the skill of the

‘physician than in the efficacy of prayer? Do not the memberg of

your Church do the same thing when sickness overtakes them,

‘without incurring episcopal censure! And are not the few

persons whose conduct shows that they do beliéve that part of the
Scriptures, often ~persecuted by their fellow Ohnstmns 83 &
“ Peouliar People 7 Now, if your lordship does not believe these
and other parts of the Bible which I could refer to, or it you

practioslly deny them, which is the same thing, I memy, V

submi¢ that you are es really en Infidel 28 I'am. The only
difference between your Infidelity and mine is in their degres, and
not {n their natare. My Infidelity, however, is open and avowed |
‘while yours is omoe&led under the mask of & pretended behet in
the whols Bible.

In conclnmon, I trust your lordship will not consider me unper- .
tinent in ‘thus addresmng you. 1 have written plainly, but: mthont |

K o s




o memento

B " THE Hmmeﬂm OF LIGHT. |

mmm k@ ba mds amﬁ o&exwive, oF to medfle
. Moz have I written in

t% though I know that ﬁhe seyﬁtiment& ¥ have uttered
tbsred y thousands of yonr fellow eltizens, You thou bt fit %o

oF repmnt@ﬂvo

brand me publicly ae an ¢ Infidel,” and I have sim g dy mi%an%o
you in self-defence, To bs stigmatwed as an Infidel by some

ns, because one differs from them gn mm religmﬂ ques-

will do but little harm; but when a sn in mn
Mémition sanctions the practice ¢ ﬁ g 9&
tries to keep up the unjust and the

misch evgua

: ght:jndiee whilch those names - have too long engendered, I feel

tit s ﬁémmtgh raige al tesh agm“ the cusﬁm, 88 3eint§
religious egl v
u gment ou 80 hqen eﬁ; eq y 1:?1% mt o pggn d

er of the Bp. :itualisﬁc of Matariaﬂahc class, shall
at least be treated with that respect and fair-play which Christians
wish to have ?,u pnd o m them&elves
I will only pid that, a8 your lordship chose to » ubliclf refer to

to egprass yo atification and thanks that 1 had been
deprlwi of the pge of the Masonic Hgll to lesture in, I reserveto
myself the right to adopt what means I may think best to give
eqn&l prblicity o this letter,

~ X remain, my Lord
- Your Lordshlp 8 Well-wisher, -

- 147 Woollopmaoloo-gt., Woolloomooloo, JOHN TYERMAN,

Sydnay, November 13, 1875.

" ITEMS OF NEWS -BY THE MAIJL.

Dr. Mack, an Amencan Peyco %hm healer, who has
been spjoprning in England orf months, has per-
~ formed some wonderful cures. One of the most note-
- worthy is that of Mrs. B. Shorter, an account of which
E pears in the “Medium” of October 29th. M.
Shorter had suffered from an internal cancerous tumor
for about 15 years, and was cured by mesmerism alone,

- by Dr. Mack in eight weeks. The doctor claims to be
alded by spirits in the good work

The “ Petty ” mediums at Newcastle are now gettmg
‘materializations in the light, the forms leaving the

- cabinet and entering the lighted room, the medium
~ being visible at the same time.

‘M. Aksakof had the Ring Test ” performed under
the strictest test conditions at Mr. Williame's on Octo-
ber 25th, and has kept the ring put upon his arm as a

~Dr. A. Boutelrof (who is now in England) has pub-
hshed in “ Psychic Studies” a long account of his recent
experiences with Camille Bredif, at the house of M.,
Akgakof. The medium was fastened in the most elabo-
rate manner with narrow cotton bandages and placed in

a recess in the corner of the room, firmly tied to the |

chair on which he was seated. Under these conditions
hands were materialized, bells rung, direct writing given,
and other mamfestatxons, the medium being found
- securely bound at the close, The electrical test was

also used, and every article of the medium’s clothing
' emmmed for the satisfaction of a sceptic who was

present, and who was necessxtated to admit that the

o mamfestatlons were real.

Two boys, aged 13} and 15 years, sons of Mr Bamford
of Macclesford, who have recently developed strong

mediumistic lgower, were tested at the Seance Rooms of |
ational Association before a select com-

thq British

The boys were securely tied hand and foot, and |

| ’wlnfe in this condition musical instruments were played

- aniron ring put on the arms of some of the company,‘

| ‘(hrect writing done, &ec.
L A.dvertisementu

'PUBLICATIONS.

Now Ready, price 12s. '
‘_,OLY TRUTE ; or, The Coming Reformahon
By Huen Jtmon BROWNE o

The Spmtual Phﬂosophy .
Sclenoe and Rehgmn Beconcﬂed
Address to Thoughtful Chmtmns
Messages from the Spmt World SN

Shakspere, Ben Jonson, G. V. Brooke', o |

CW.H TER;BY,_M Russell Street. |

Vrv/

ave |

. volume, with portrait, 22/6.

- ,;9?39‘ ‘
NWSPAPERS wnl ‘m@wmm oN sm |

AT W. H. THRRY'S.

The Banner of Light, the leading American Spiri-
tuslistie paper, weekly ; eingle copies, 6d. Subssriptien
for 1876, 22/6.

The Madmm and Dgybreak, lesding Enghah woekly,
8d. Subscription for 1878, 10/6 |

The Spiritualist, London weekly, 4d.; 16/- per snnum.

Spiritual Magszine, London,monthly, 10d. ; 9/= per an.

Human Nature, London, monthly, 10d.; 9/- per an.

The Btockwhip, & radical Freethought paper, pub-
lished in Sydney ; price, 6d. |

JUST ABRRIVED EX %HEBRALD."

Thos. Paine’s Theological and Miscellaneous wntmga,
lar 8vo. with portrait 11/6. |

Age of Beason, cloth, 2/6.
estages of Natural Hwto
Real Life in Spirit Land, Mrs, King, 4/6
‘Bible Marvel %Vorkers, by Allen Futnam, 5/6.
Beyond the Breakers, by R. D. Owen, 9/.
?omplete Works of Thos Paine, 8 vols,, with portralt :
32/6 |
Devil's pulpit, Rey. Robert Taylor, 9/.
Health mde, E. D. Ba.bbltt M D., 4/6.
The Koran, 6/9. IO
Life of Thos. Paine. Vale, 4/6. o
The Clock Struck 3, by Rev. Samuel Wa.tson, 6/9
An Eye Opener, 3/6 paper, 2/3. ,
Common sense, T. Paine, 1/83.
Historic Amerieans, T. Parker, 7/. |
‘The Woman's Book, Randolph, 9/. |
The Spiritual Harp, a brge collection of Songs, |
Hymns and Music, adapted to Spiritualists, 9/. |
odern American Spiritualism, by Mrs. E. Hardinge

of Oreation, 8/6.

Britten, large vol, illustrated with splendid steel, o

engravings, 17 /; Abridged Edition 8/6.
Stories of Inﬁmty, Camille Flammarion 6/9.
The Apocryphal New Testament, 5/6. |
Astro-Theologico Lectures, Rev. Kobert Taylor, 9/.

The Religion of Humanity, Rev. 0. B. Frothmgham, 7/ c

- Volney’s Buins of Empires 4/6. -
" The Childhood of the World, Clodd, 3/6 R | N
‘Sunday Question, and Self Oontradmhons of the‘ ,

Bible, 1/8. |
A Few Words about the Devil, by Charles Bradlaugh
with portrait, 6/9
Cosmology, by Geo. MeTlvaine Ramsay, M D. 6/9
Around the Yg' rld, by J. M. Peebles, 9/.
- Seers of The Ages, Do., 9/.
“Witch poison and its antxdote, J M Peebles, 2/
- Jesus Myth Man, or God, 2/. _ .
Looking Beyond: A Souvenir of Love to the Berefl: of SR
Every Home, by J. D, Barrett, 3/6. |
Book of Mediums, by Allan Ka.rdec, 6/9
Immortalles of Love, J. O. Barrett, 4/6.

~ TO ARRIVE EX “MYSTIC BELLE” e
‘Identity of Primitive Christianity and Modem .
Splrltnahsm, by E. Crowell, M.D,, 12/- -
'One Religion, Many Creeds, Rose Winans, 6/9
Nathaniel Vau han, Priest and Man, ’7 R
Federati of Italy, by G. L. Dltson, »6/9.
Euthanasy, 9/-
Poems, by Asa W, Spr ue, 4/6. :
Seership, P. B. Randolph, 9/- |

Startling Facts in Modern Slgmtuahsm, Dr.Wolfe, 11/ 3
: Voltalre 8 Philosophical

- The Unseen Universe, 7/-
- Historic Americans, by Theo. Pa.rker, 6/9

Nothing Like t, or Steps to the ngdom, by }ms
Walsbrooker, 7/- «

- People from the Other World, OIcott 12/6
~ Electric Physician, by Emma H. Bntten, 2/6.

o - Revivals, their Cause and Cure, by Hudson Tnttle, 8d.;»‘
| 'The Better Way, 1/38. "
'jvaeaus Christ, 2;3

Liberal Tracts, 8/- 100

~| . The Dialo ues’ of Plato, trahslated by 'Dr. ngnﬁt,}: » ‘1-5 : |
four vols,, 86/- ‘ |

Spmtuahstlc and Freethou ht Book Depot, 84:
: Russell Street elbourne S

ictionary, large octavov o |
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‘Bubscriptions date from September to August

PIHZO'T().A

g Sydney
m * Exhibition

| ?Rsmm 800T

v Bamford Bull Street o |

'Sandimmmm J. Wﬂlmms, 80 Beneon's Arcade.

Btewell—

,Mk-—l&r. C. Warren.

% mMr J. Kelly, 426 George Street.
arRawart

Agento wanted for all parts of the Oolony.

ULTIVATION OF THE VOICE—mo previous
knowlad%g of music necesss
| ROFESSOR HUG ES
| 155 Oollms Street Ewt Melboume,

HE HARBINGER OF LIGH
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF BPIRITUALISM AND
| FREE THOUGHT
Subseri Etmn, l‘own, §/- per annum; Gou.ntry 5/6
Neighbouring QOolonies and: Great Britain, 6/

Nﬁgﬁ @@6@ @ WS@@; m&&@@@&ﬁ@o

| otherwise, on receipt of remittance.

| "J. TYBRMAN'S WORKS,
Guide to Spmmalwm, 8/ |
Spiritualism Vindicated, 1/-

s thére & Devil P 6d. .
Re-incarnation 1/, Is there s Hell? 4d. -
H Book, 6d. Creeds and Dogmas, 8d.

Be Oontradzctwn of the Bxble An abstract of two'
‘lectures delivered at Sydney. ~ '
On sale by W H Terg

- BOTANIC MEDICINES,

All kinds of Botsnic Medicines, BRoots, Barks,
Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid Extracts and Saturates,
English and Awmericsn, Imported and on sale by
w. E Terry, 84 Russell Street. New shipments just

arrived.
Medicines sent to aﬁ}y part of the Golony Ey poat or

PHOTOGR ;:A = HE 28 AN D Am T 8TS,

O 0 : ;

}

(EsraBLISHED 1854),
Execnte commissions in a.ll styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms, Specunens at address

ﬁl COLILINGS _STERBHET E A B8,

1878.

SUCCTESS THE INDEX OF MERIT.
PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

 JOEN ROSIER.

MAKER,
tmenttoHuEwel SwGFBomGonc
46 8 NSTOR B8TRsSEBET, MELBOUBN E.

Same slde a8, and s‘hort distance from the Town Hall,

BY ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPH,

The West END OF
- LONDON IN MEL-
- BOURNE. [ Telegram)

Sydney, 'May2 1873.

'I‘om- John Rosier
" Boot Maker,
. Swansbonst,uelbonme ;
R |
‘ 3’011,
" -Made. Equal to Any-
" thin, ofthskindtromthe
West Bod of London.”
Bxhibition Buildings,
‘ 5. G, mGHT

ANSTON - BTBEET between Gartonsand
. \‘""mabow ‘Hotels,
" NEAR TOWN HALL, SAME SIDE,

ROBERTKINGSTON

B Umlmnas and Parssols rocoretod. with Silk, Satin Gloth.

w7‘~1Mo'mxtrm;hl'laeo,Gma'amnara-eet,(hrlton

Zanills, and Alpaw.

M!&% ARM@?R

Tem ’m

m-‘remoa‘fm Sydsey.

| THOUGHT ASSOJIATION.
The above Association meets at the Magonic Hall

| Lonsdale Street, every Sunday evening, fur the presen*
| tation and discussion of all subfects pertaining to the.

ipu;tua.l intellectual, and social advancement of man-
in '

Oonditions of Membership : --.E'nrolmnt and tkﬁ:c{ .
ment of & quarterly subsoription, the amount of whick s&.
Jowed by the enrolling member. ‘
Servxce commences &b 7 p.m.

smger’a E@Mng Ma.oh.ino-.
The highest premium in the gift of the pubno hae agein been awarded to

THESINGER SEWING MACHINE OOHPm

Manufacturers’ Official Returns of Sales for 1878,

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached
the enormous sum of 282,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased -
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving & Balance
of 113,254 MACHINES IN FAVOR OF THE BINGER, | ;
' The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian

imports of the SINGEX for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE'
£11, 226mexcesso£thelmportsofthew and W, Hachmea, ¥

"The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtammg) ‘
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Fira Sufférers
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and eac apph
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

NotTE THE BESULT : Of those ;
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson, 285°; Howe, 127 ; Grover
'and Baker, 44 ; Wiloox and Gibbs, 20,—* New York atch.'’ - .
| STANFDBD & CO0,, Corner Bourke and Ruseell Streets,

Colomal Agents for the Smger Company R

'ans of the MEDIUM, BANNER of LIGHT,
SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE, and SPIBITUALIST,

| also HARBINGER OF LIGHT, for the sst five youzs,
for sale, cheap Apply office of thls pm - ,

The UNITY, nmnm and mm of thp

| Godhead : with digressions on the Creation, Fall,

Incarnstion, Atonement, Besurrection, Infallibility of

ments &c. Price, 4/. Published at 6/.
Any of Mr. Nayler's Pamy Mm THREREPENCE eoch, 4
or the complete set of 14 for 2/6. For mtles Boe

“ Harbinger " h for September,

*“’“‘““’,mu mu nmnm B

- fm,mé:

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FBEE- -

the BINGER COMPANY

the Scnptures, Inspnmtxon, Miracles, Future Punish- - o |



