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I t  is a  s in g u lar  f a c t  in  co n n exio n  w ith  all S p iritu alistic  

A ssociatio n s th a t  th e  p rin cip le  o f  d isin te g ra tio n  seem s  

in h eren t in th em  ; th e y  sp rin g  in to  e x is te n ce , grow , 

flourish fo r  a  tim e , a n d  th e n  d eclin e  and p ass o u t  o f  

existen ce , g iv in g  p la ce  to  n ew  com b in atio n s w hich have  

th eir day a n d  th e n  d ecay  a s  th e ir  p red ecessors did. I t  

seem s to  he th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  w ise in telligen ces d irectin g  

th e  m ovem en t, to  p re v e n t a n y  individual o r body o f in­

dividuals a tta in in g  u n d u e  p ro m in en ce  an d  th ereb y  

ch ry sta liz in g  in to  a  c h u rc h . H e n ce  w e find th e  m ost 

prom in ent sp e a k e rs  a n d  te a c h e rs  co n n e cte d  with 

S p iritu alism  a r e  n o m ad ic, trav ellin g  from  p lace  to  

place, s ca t te r in g  seed s o f  T r u th  as  th e y  g o , b u t leaving  

oth ers to  g a th e r  an d  u se  th e  fru its  ; th e  seed s g erm in ate , 

the tre e s  gro w , an d  th e  fru its  a r e  ap p ro p ria ted , w hile  

th e  nam e o f  th e  so w e r  is  fo rg o tte n . T h e  less nom adic  

aro  seldom  p e rm a n e n tly  a sso cia ted  w ith  a n y  body, th ey  

speak o r  w rite  so m eth in g  a p p ro p ria te  to  th e  tim e , and  

co m e in to  p ro m in e n ce  fo r  a  l i t t le  w hile, th e n  re tire  in to  

ob scu rity , an o n  ap p e a rin g , co m et-lik e , to  sh ed  a n o th e r  

ray  o f  l ig h t  up on th e  w o rld . O u r  re m a rk s  a r e  p e rtin e n t  

to  th e  r e c e n t  d isso lu tio n  o f  th e  V ic to ria n  A ssociatio n . 

F iv e  y e a rs  s in ce  a  few  M e lb o u rn e  S p iritu alis ts  affirmed  

th e  d esirab ility  o f  a sso cia tin g  fo r  m u tu a l edification, 

and diffusing th e  t r u t h s  o f  S p iritu alism , and a t  a  m e e t­

ing h eld  a t  th e  T ra d e s ’ H a ll , L y g o n  S tre e t , O cto b er, 

1 8 7 0 , th e  f irs t  C o m m itte e  an d  O fficers w e re  elected . 

M r. J o h n  E o s s  b ein g  P re s id e n t, M essrs . M cH w ra ith , 

M an n s and D r .  E ic h a rd s o n , V ic e -P re s id e n ts , an d  M r. 

T e rry , S e c r e ta r y . S h o rtly  a f te r  i ts  fo rm atio n , th e  

S o cie ty  r e n te d  th e  M a so n ic  H a l l  and held a  series o f  

m orn in g serv ices, co n s is tin g  o f  essay s, read in g s  and  

m usic, b y  m em b ers o f  th e  A sso cia tio n , w hich a tt ra c te d  

con sid erab le  in te r e s t  a n d  stead ily  g re w  in fav o r, until 

M r. T y e rm a n ’s  e n g a g e m e n t by th e  A sso cia tio n , w hen  

th e  H a ll  w as fo r  a  tim e  fou n d  to  b e  in ad eq u ate  to  a c ­

com m od ate th e  a u d ie n ce , a n d  th e  T u rn  V e re in  H a l l  was'

en g aged . A fte r  a tria l o f  six  m onths i t  w as found th a t  

th e  in co m e o f  th e  A ssociatio n  w as n o t ad eq uate to  

su sta in  a p erm an en t paid le c tu re r , and th e  A ssociation  

re tu rn e d  to  its old q u a rte rs  a t  th e  M aso n ic  H all, hold- -  

ing even in g services on ly , th e  H a ll being occupied by 

th e  L y ceu m  du rin g th e  m orn in g. A b o u t th is tim e, M r. 

Peeb les a rriv e d  in M elb ou rn e, and d u rin g his Sunday  

le c tu re s  a t  th e  T h e a tre , th e  usual services o f  th e  A sso­

c ia tio n  w ero suspen ded. T he im petus given to  S p iritu al­

ism by th ese le c tu re s , and several a rtic les  w hich appearod  

in th e  local press, g av e a favorable op p o rtu n ity  for M r. 

T y erm an  to  s ta r t  a new  A ssociatio n , w hich rem ain ed  in - 

e x is te n ce  u n til his d e p a rtu re  for Sydn ey. T hrough  

som e m isu n d erstan d in g in connexion w ith M r . T y e r-  

rnau's w ithdraw al from  th e  original A ssociatio n , th o  tw o  

bodies rem ained d istin ct th ou g h  th e ir  ob jects w ere th o  - 

sam e, th e y , how ever, held a p leasan t reu n ion  in tho  

S u rv ey  P a d d o ck  in th e  su m m er o f  1 8 7 3 . P reviou s to  

M r. T y o rm an 's  e n g ag em en t no difficulty had been  

e xp erien ced  in ob tain in g vo lu n teer le c tu re r s  ; b u t  tho  

w ithdraw al o f  th e  n ecessity  for th e ir  efforts app eared  to  

have induced an  a p a th e tic  cond ition  in m any, and on th e  

resu m p tio n  o f  th o  serv ices, a f te r  th e  in terregn u m , co n ­

siderable difficulty w as exp erien ced  in providing original 

d isc o u rs e s ; serv ices w ero con tin u ed  for ab o u t tw elve  

m on th s a f te r  th is , w hen th e  difficulty in creasin g  i t  was 

d eem ed advisablo to  tr y  an  exp erim en tal co u rse  o f  paid 

le c tu re s , and th e  services o f  M r . C harles B r ig h t  w ero  

secu red , fo r  a  co u rse  o f  13  le c tu re s , which w ere  delivered  

in th e  T em p eran ce  H a ll, and a tt ra c te d  consid erab le  

pu blic a tte n tio n , th e  au d ien ces g en era lly  exceed in g  a  

th ousan d. M r . H u g h es followed w ith a  co u rse , in  th e  

sam e hall, a lth o u g h  th e  le c tu re s  w ere  o f  a  high ord er, 

th e y  w ere  n o t a  financial su ccess , and no su itab le  le c tu r ­

ing ta le n t  b ein g  available, th e  A sso ciatio n  resu m ed  its  

Su nd ay serv ices a t  th o  M ason ic H all. T h e  re cita ls  a t  

th o  T ow n  H a ll, d u rin g  th o  m onth  o f  A u g u st, con sid er­

ab ly  lessoned th e  a tte n d a n ce  a t  th ese  m eetin gs, an d  n o t  

being ab le  to  ob tain  orig ioal essay s, th e  C om m ittee  

d eem ed i t  advisable to  suspen d th e  S u n d ay  evening  

m eetin gs for a  m onth . D u rin g  th e  in terim  som e ov er­

tu re s  w ere  m ade b y  th e  C om m ittee  to  th e  m em bers of  

th e  la te  S p iritu alistic  an d  F r e e -th o u g h t P ro p ag an d ist r 

S o cie ty , in vitin g th e ir  co -o p eratio n , an d  w ith th e  view of
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bringing this about, a meeting of Spiritualists and Fr ee 
thinkers, was bold at the Masonic Hall, on Sunday 
Sept. 19th, no scheme was submitted by the conveners, 
find a new aspect was given to the affair by Mr. Williams 
(ono of the Vico-presidents) rising and proposing, with­
out notice, that “ the Association bo dissolved,", with the 
view of ro-construction on a broader basis. The pro­
position sounded well, and after some discussion, a 
resolution recommending the dissolution was carried, 
a meeting of the Association was called a fortnight later, 
it was attended by a limited number of Members, the 
majority of whom accepted the recommendation of the 
previous meeting, and dissolved tho Society, which is 
now a thing of the past. A series of resolutions for the 
formation of a new society wero then put to the general 
mooting and carried, and on tho following Sunday the 
new Association was formed. Since tho dissolution of 
the old society considerable dissatisfaction has been 
expressed by many of its members who did not attend 
tho meeting, at the result, for this they have only them­
selves to blame, had they exhibited less apathy the 
event they deplore would not have occurred. It  remains 
now for nil true Spiritualists and Progressionists to put 
thoir shoulders to the wheel and give tho new combina­
tion a fair start, tho best way to correct tho evils which 
they predict from tho alliance of Spiritualists and non- 
Spiritualists, is by combatting them, let them come in 
with the determination to aid all movements of a pro­
gressive nature, and to oppose all discord, and whether 
successful or not, they will have the consciousness of 
having done their duty.

COMMUNICATION 
O n  T h o ü g iit - I îe a d in o , &c .

Whether intelligences in tho spirit world can perceive 
through tho medium of your mind tho thoughts or 
teachings which you derive from books or elsewhere 
depends on certain conditions, conditions both ns to the 
stato of the spirit as well as that of the individual.

The mind, which is engaged in thinking or reading, 
must bo of that clear and transparent order as can 
thoroughly grasp the subject in hand. So, on the other 
hand, tho spirits who have this power which you term 
clairvoyance, differ very much in their temperaments and 
capacities. There are some that read the brain very 
distinctly ; others who do so very imperfectly. In the 
former caso, it is easy for spirits to mako themselves 
thoroughly acquainted with the thoughts of people on 
earth. But from a want of discipline, or difference in 
temperament, it very seldom happens that it can be said 
that they have a distinct idea of the brain. This may 
be likened to a shadow cast upon the water, when all is 
silent and still the shadow is distinctly marked upon 
the water, but when the wind rises and disturbs ‘the 
surface of the lake, dashing and waving the trees hither 
and thither, then the form of the shadow is indistinct • 
indeed in many cases it cannot be seen at all. So are thé 
ideas in man’s mind when it is troubled and disturbed 
In the case of the questioner, his thoughts could be 
easily read, because there is a degree of lucidity in the 
mind,and the ideas assume distinctive form,and remain­
ing in your mind a certain period, become what might 
be called your own, and during that period they are seen 
by spirits. To put the case in a more practical manner 
you sometimes reel an impulse as you Bay to take up à 
particular book. I t  might sometimes be regarded as a 
possibility, but certainly, not often, that such impulse 
arose from an instigation on the part of the spirit intel­
ligences to find out what was in this book. There is a 
connection between other spirits and -the one within

your body, of which you oftentimes are not conscious. 
The desire to know the contents of this book, arose from 
a certain clairvoyant power within you, by which you 
were drawn towards it, as you are drawn towards certain 
men, and under specific conditions are repelled from 
others. There are many impressions which at the 
moment you think are derived from an outside source, 
when they really spring from within ; sometimes from a 
process of reasoning during sleep, in which impressions, 
unconsciously to you, have been brought up before your 
mind in its waking state.

Only, under certain circumstances can you rely on the 
communications which you receive having an origin out­
side yourselves. You may submit certain questions to 
infiuenccsoutsidoyourselfand through yourownorganisa­
tion you may receive a certain reply. I f  this is new to 

our intelligence altogether, you may rely upon it as 
ciug dorivod from an outside spiritual inlluonce. There 

are many who believe they receive communications from 
the spiritual world, and do deceive themselves. Those 
of you who have closely enquired into the science of 
mind and tho peculiar action or state of the spirit during 
sleep, must be aware that very often when the body 
indicates rest, perfect rest, there is great activity spirit­
ually. Even in some cases so active is tho spirit that 
during certain operations of the brain, it maintains 
control over the organs of the body, and makes use of 
them to walk and do many things that it could not do 
in its waking or normal state. Many can perform on 
musical instruments and do many things with much 
greater ability than they are able in thoir ordinary 
condition.

There is a vast barrier between the internal and 
external consciousness of man’s spirit. The action of 
the spirit mny bo for ever hidden from man’s external 
consciousness.

It  is possible for you, when under the influence, to do 
certain things, tho result of which you can never know 
till you arrive in the spiritual world. It  is possible for 
you to write a letter to-night, and during your life on 
earth be unconscious of the existence of such a 
production.

In such calamities as injuries to the brain, when not 
sufficiently severe to cause the severance of tho soul 
from the body, though a certain amount of vital force is 
maintained by the spirit, it still has a tendency gradually 
to decay. There not being sufficient power to keep up 
the connection of the brain and the different organs of 
the body by which you live and move. The fluid or 
electricity passes on to that portion of the brain which 
is diseased, and operates on it entirely uncontrolled by 
the individuality within. Lunatics may sometimes be 
restored to a perfect state, provided the conditions are 
favourable. A musical instrument, if in proper tune, 
can bo played on, and it will respond to tho touch of the 
player, and give forth his exact idea of the melody, and 
so long as that instrument is in a perfect state, you can 
produce harmony ; but let some of the notes bo removed, 
or injured, and your ability to play is gone. You can­
not draw from that instrument the music you could 
when it was in perfect condition. Onco more restore 
the instrument, your ability to play will not be changed, 
but in tho one case, the result will be discord, and in the 
other, harmony. A wise man, knowing his instrument 
is defective, will cease trying to use it, but will wait till 
an opportunity has been afforded of mending it, when he 

1 will once more be able to derive pleasure and satisfaction 
to his own soul. So it is with the spirit of man. The 

, brain is but an instrument, and you might as well say 
j that if the fingers were cut away or paralyzed, that there 
. was no longer any man because there were no fingers, 
t In tho case of lunatics, it often happons that while the 
i external consciousness of the mind is in a defective state, 
, the internal is sound as a bell, all the time. But their 
i inability to derive benefit from the experiences of the 
i world interferes with their spiritual progross and attain- 
e menla as a matter of course. They are like children 
- that die young; they are not entirely prevented from 
a gaining that knowledge of the physical world which they 
a were prevented from obtaining when on earth.
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f M r g .

T R U T H  I N  N A T U R E .

W h a t  w o n d ers lie  in N a tu r e ’s B ook  
F o r  all who w ish to  le a rn ,

I t s  m ig h ty  w o n d er w o rk in g  pow er  
M e e ts  m an  a t  e v e ry  tu rn  ;

'T is  a  v ast (E n cy clo p ed ia  
F o r  e v e ry  c lim e  and n atio n ,

A  fa ith fu l, t r u e , u n e rrin g  g u id e ;
E m b ra c in g  a ll C reatio n .

L o o k  in th e  M ig h ty  volum e  
A n d  w h at d o th  i t  unfold,

A  c y c le  o f  E t e r n a l  T r u th ,
M o re  p recio u s  th a n  h e r  gold.

H e r  ro y a l law  no e r r o r  know s,
H e r  fiats n o n e c a n  c h a n g e  ;

H e r  ru lin g  is im p artia l,
A n d  o f  u n iv e rsa l ran g e.

T h e  lo fty  sn ow  clad  m o u n tain  
O r  th e  b u rn in g  arid  plain,

T h e  p eacefu l w av in g  c o rn  fields ;
O r  b o is tero u s  s to rm y  m ain .

A ll bow  in h o m ag e  to  th a t  law  
P e r m e a tin g  th ro u g h  th e  w hole,

W h o se  m ig h ty  e m p ire  a rch e s  in ,
T h e  z e n ith  a n d  th e  pole.

H e r  g u id an co  is sufficient 
F o r  E t e r n i ty  a n d  tim e ,

C o n fo rm ity  b rin g s h ap p in ess ;
R eb ellio n  is  a  c rim e.

P ro g re ss io n  is  h e r  w atch w ord ,
T r u th  and p u rity  h e r  g o a l ;

T h e  su m m it o f  E te r n a l  bliss,
F o r  M a n 's  I m m o r ta l  soul.

C om e y e  m isgu id ed  w orshippors  
O f th e  G e n u s— O rth o d o x ,

( F o r  su re ly  p r ie s tc r a f t ’s  s h a tte re d  b arge  
I s  d raw in g  n e a r  th e  r o c k s .)

T h ro w  off th e  y o k e ,— d iscard  th e  badge, 
E x p o u n d  th e  T r u th  in  L o v e ,

G o d ’s law s an d  N a tu r e ’s  a r e  b u t  one,
A n d  p o in t to  jo y s  above.

W .  J .  S M I T H .
Barnawartha,

S ep t. 7 t h  1 8 7 5 .

®o Oj-oiî spomlcnla.
C om m unications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l  sh o u ld  ho 

p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as po ssible.

S P I R I T U A L I S M  A T  C A S T L E M A I N E .

TO THE EDITOE OF THE HABBINGEE OF LIGHT.
S i b ,— I n  co m p lia n ce  w ith  th e  su g g e stio n  o f  “  a  

S p iritu alist ”  in  y o u r  la s t  n u m b er, I  b eg  to  fo rw ard  y o u  
th e  r e su lt  o f  o u r  s itt in g  in  c irc le  on  S u n d ay  even in g  
la s t, O c to b e r  3 r d . ,  a t  th e  h o u se  o f  M r . P .,  in  com pany  
w ith his g o o d  lad y , a n o th e r  y o u n g  lad y, an d  m yself. 
B e fo re  s itt in g  dow n I  b o lte d  th e  d o or, and se a rch e d  th e  
room , as  I  alw ays d o , w ith  M r . P ’s  p erm ission . W e  
to ok  o u r  s e a ts  an d  blew  th e  can d le  o u t, and in  fivo 
m in u tes a f te r , w e h e a rd  so m eth in g  fall on  th e  ta b le , we 
l i t  u p  a n d  fou n d  a  lo g  o f  m u tto n  on  it , wo blew  o u t th e  
lig h t ag ain , a,nd in  less  th a n  e ig h t m in u tes a f te r  we 
h eard  so m eth in g  d ro p , w e  l i t  u p  and foun d a  co tta g e  
lo a f  on  th e  ta b le . T h e  lig h t w as ag ain  extin gu ish ed , 
and a f te r  a b o u t tw e lv e  m in u tes, w e h eard  tw o  objects  
ta ll on  th e  ta b le , w h en  w e l i t  u p , w e fou n d  tw o  m o re  
loaves o f  M r s . P ’s  ow n b ak in g . T h e  w h ole s ittin g  la s t-  

fo rty -fiv e  m in u te s . I  w ill d escrib e  o n e  m o re  
Bitting tn a t  to o k  p la ce  som e m o n th s ago . F o u r  o f  us, 
besides M r . a n d  M r s . P .  s a t  in  a  c irc le  o n e  m ile d ista n t  
tro ra  th e  h o m e o f  M r . a n d  M r s . P .  W e  h eard  n o th in g  
com ing o n  th e  ta b le , b u t  w e re  re q u e s te d  to  lig h t up, 
w hen w e fou n d  a  la r g e  b o u q u et in  a  la r g e  g lass  vase

w ith w ater, recognised  by M r. and M rs. P .,  as belonging  
to  th em , and th e  (lowers w ere plu ck ed  th a t  day and left 
in th e ir  parlour.

I  am  S ir, &c.
K.

C astlem ain e,
O cto b er 6 th .,  1 8 7 5 .

A D E L A I D E  N E W S .

( F ro m  o u r  local correspondent.)

T he H o n . S ir  R ich ard  D avies H an son, C h ief Ju stice i  
who som e y e a rs  ago published a valuable th eo­
logical work called  th e  “ J e su s  o f  H isto ry ,’ ’ is announced  
to  sh o rtly  issue from  a  w ell-know n London house a 
sequ el to  th a t  w ork, con tain in g an  exam ination  of 
S t. P a u l, and a  review  o f C h ristian ity , from  th e  death of  
C h ris t u n til th e  fall o f  Je ru sa le m . T he w ork is expected  
n e x t m ail, and I  will en d eavou r to  send y o u  a  copy for 
review  in  y o u r valuable jo u rn al.

T h e  o th e r evening M iss T u rn e r delivered a le c tu re  in 
W h ite ’s  R oom s on  “ Ill-u sed  M e n " to  th e  la rg e st and I  
suppose th e  m o st fashionable audienco she ever addressed. 
H is  excellen cy  th e  go vern or S ir A n th o n y M u sgrave,
K .C .M .G ., L a d y  M u sgrave , and several m em bers o f  th e  
vice-reg al household w ere  p resen t, also th e  honp. 
W . E v e ra rd  (ch a irm a n ), and W . Sandover, M .L .C .'s ,  
M essrs. K a y  and T ow nsend, M .P .'s , and m any o th er  
influential g en tlem en . M iss T u rn e r in com m encing  
th rew  o u t  an u n called -fo r and m ost contem p tib le sueer  
a t  th e  M elb ou rn e Sp iritists. I  do n o t know w hether  
M iss T u rn e r  assu m es th e  p o w er o f infallibly, d eterm in­
in g  r ig h t and w ron g, b u t as  she belongs to  a  ch u rch  
w hich contend s for freedom  o f  th ou g h t, she m ight allow  
“ h e r  sp iritu al fiien d s,” as  sh e  called th em , th e  sarno 
freedom  th a t  she claim s for heiself.

M r. W illa rd  ann ou nces to  im ita te  th e  m anifestations  
o f  Sp iritism  u n d er th e  s tr ic te s t te s t  conditions w ithout 
th e  aid o f  a  cab in et, I  hope to  bo p resen t on  th e  o cca ­
sion, and shall n o t om it to  send you p articu lars  n e x t  
m onth.

J .  I I .  R.
A d ela id e , 19 th October, 1 8 7 5 .

T H E  E N E R G E T I C  C I R C L E  A N D  I T S  S P I R I T  
G U I D E S .

D e a b  H a b b in g e b ,—
I  fe a r  a f te r  th a t  le t te r  o f  y o u rs  in y o u r issue o f  

O cto b er, givin g a  plain, unvarnished a c co u n t o f w hat 
y o u  saw  a t  ou r c ircle , y o u  will be se t down by h e  o f  th e  
A u stralasian  as one o f  th e  “ w eak-m inded p erson s.”  
W e ll , I  su p p ose i t  w o n 't p u t y o u  ab o u t m u ch , because  
y o u  know  th a t  you a re  in  good com pany. A ll ad v ocates  
o f now o r unfashionable tru th s  a re  first laughed a t  and  
derided, b u t if, as exp erien ce  has abu nd antly  ta u g h t us, 
wo b u t hold on  ou r way n e ith e r bending n o r breaking  
b efo re  th e  storm  o f  ridicu le which su rro u n d s us, th ese  
u n p o p u lar tru th s  w ill ta k e  ro o t, and u ltim ately  th e  
“ w eak-m inded p erso n s" o f  to -d ay  will b ecom eth e teach ers  
and gu id es o f  to -m o rrow . T o all tr u e  souls, th erefo re , 
who m ay be suffering for th e  tr u th 's  sake, I  w ould say  
a s  one said o f o ld : “ F e a r  n o t little  flock, for i t  is yo u r  
F a t h e r ’s good pleasu re to  g ive you th e  K in gd om .”  I t  
is sa tisfacto ry  to  have o n e ’s s ta tem en ts  co rro b o ra ted  to  
th e  le t te r  by th e  “ w e” o f  th e  H a rb in g e r ,  and a n  en­
co u rag em en t for o u r  c ircle  to  p ersevere , and to  publish  
th e ir  p roceed in gs no m a tte r  h o w  extrao rd in ary  th ey  m ay  
ap p ear to  th e  u n in itia ted . S in ce y o u r  visit— and you  
m ay con sid er y o u rse lf  a  highly-p rivileged p erson  to  be 
ad m itted  a f te r  som e o f  th e  h igh est p ersons in th e  
colon ies, have been refu sed  th e  boon—-our c ircle  has 
co n tin u ed  its  reg u lar bi-w eekly sean ces. F o r  som e tim e, 
how ever, i t  has been obvious to  th e  m em b ers o f  th e  
c ircle  th a t  from  som e cau se o r  o th e r  o u r  m anifestations  
had receiv ed  a  ch e ck , and th a t  ou r p ro g ress 'w as s ta tio n ­
a ry . This w as n o t v e ry  sa tisfa cto ry  to  su ch  e a rn e st  
in vestig ators, and , acco rd in g ly , i t  w as reso lv ed  to  co n ­
su lt ou r sp irit gu id es o n  th e  m a tte r . W e  h ad a ll com e  
to  th e  co n clu sio n 'th a t a  little  new  blood w as w anted, as  
th e re  seem ed to  b e  a  lack  o f m ed iu m istic pow er. K in g  
said  in  re p ly  to  qu estion s : “ Y o u  have yourselves p rin ­
c ip ally  to  blam e for th e  w a n t o f  pow er. P u n ctu a lity
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an d  h a rm o n y  a re  essen tial to  su ccess . I r r e g u la r i ty  o f  
a tte n d a n c e  is  w h at keeps y o u  back m o re  th an  an y th in g . 
W h e n  on o m em b er and th en  a n o th e r  com es th e  one  
n ig h t and stop s aw ay th e  n e x t  th e  m an ifestatio n s a re  
k e p t in ab ey an ce, and i t  should n o t be p e rm itte d  am on g  

ou . W e  could do w ith  one o r  tw o  new  m em b ers, b u t  
e carefu l, and b efore y o u  ad m it th em  first s u b m it th e ir  

nam es to  m e. T h ere  will bo a  ch a n g e  sh o rtly , b u t until 
th en  th e  m an ifestatio n s w ill co n tin u e  p r e tty  m u ch  the  
sam e as  a t  p re se n t. G e o rg e  A b ell will m an ifest on  
Su nd ay and ad d ress y o u .” O n  S u n d ay , in acco rd a n ce  
w ith th is prom ise, A b ell co n tro lled  th e  m edium , K in g  
n o t being p re se n t. A b ell claim s to  bo m y guide. I  
ca lled  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  c irc le — ten  m em bers being  
p re s e n t— to  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  w as p rin cip ally  th rou gh  
A b ell th a t  wo g o t  th e  fin est te s t  of d ire c t sp irit-w ritin g  
e v er w e had , m an y m on th s a g o , w hen a ll han ds w ere  
jo in ed , th e  m edium  bound and sealed a t  th e  w rists , and  
th re e  sp irits  w ere seen  to  w rite on th e  num bered pap ers  
on th e  co n tro  o f  th e  tab le , and th e  profile o f  every  
m em b er p re se n t b ein g  visible du rin g th e  tim e th e  
w ritin g  w as done. A b ell th en  said — p er th e  en tran ced  
m edium — “ I f  y o u  w an ted  a reason fo r  th e  slow  p rog ress  
which y o u  h av e  been m akin g for m onths p ast, you  have  
b u t to  look rou n d  th e  c ircle  to -n ig h t to  see who are  
ab se n t— to  find it . • *  *  C an  y o u  w onder, th e r e ­
fo re , a t  th e  ch a ra c te r  o f th e  m an ifestatio n s u n d er such  
c ircu m sta n ce s  ? B u t  th o se  p resen t a re  p u n ctu al, th ough  
th e ir  m inds a re  n o t  as  I  could wish th em  to  he. I f  all 
th e ir  m inds w ere  as  you rs w h at is so m u ch  looked tor  
w ould soon com e. 1 can  only m an ifest w hen th e  h a r­
m ony is good. I t  would be o f  no use to  g ive th e  dim en­
sions o f  th e  cab in et y e t , you m u st w a it u n til wo a re  
re a d y . A b o u t th e  sealed  p ack ets th e y  a r e  in m y p o sses­
sion , and th e y  will n o t ho re tu rn e d  until y o u r  m inds are  
different. D o n o t th in k  if in one d ay , I  could tak e  o u t  
o f  th is  room  a  n u m b ered p ap er and b rin g  i t  back again  
w ith a  draw ing o f th e  cab in et on  it , I  c a n n o t a ls o  tak e  
c a re  o f th e  p ack ets  and re tu r n  th em  as  desired  ?  I t  
will bo done as  I  said w hen y o u r  m inds a re  read y  for  
th em . I n  th is c ircle  w e have m uch to  do, and reg u larity  
and p atien co  a re  m o re  req u ired  in i t  th an  in a n y  o th e r  
c irc le  in th e  colony. I t  will be advisable for you to  g e t  
som o new  blood, b u t you m u st bo very  carefu l who you  
in tro d u ce . Y o u  m u st use y o u r  ow n ob servation s in th e  
m a tte r , as  if  p erson s a r e  ad m itted  who req u ire  to  bo 
ab se n t m ore th a n  on ce  in th re e  m on th s e x ce p tin g  from  
unavoidable cau ses , i t  w ere  b e tte r  fo r  th em  n o t to  com e  
a t  all, as sp irits  m igh t com o w ith th em  w ith w hom  we 
a r e  n o t in affinity, and th u s y o u  m ig h t bo th ro w n  back  
fo r  m on th s. Y o u r  exp e rie n ce  o f  th e  p a s t in th is re sp e ct  
o u g h t to  bo a  sufficient g u id e to  y o u . R em em b er if  you  
h av e n o t been ad v an cin g  m u ch  la te ly  y o u  h av e  n o t been  
go in g  b ack , and th a t  is som ething. O n e th in g  I  wish 
to  im press up on y o u  all is  th is , n o t to  in te rfe re  w ith th e  
p h enom en a, n o r  be su spicious o r  h asty  in y o u r  ju d g m en t  
o f th em  u n til y o u  see th em  co m p lete . A  h o u se w hen  
finished h as  a  v e ry  d ifferen t ap p e a ra n ce  to  th e  e y e  to  
w h at i t  h as w hen on ly  in co u rse  o f  e re ctio n . A ll th a t  
h as been prom ised  w ill be fulfilled.”  I n  an sw er to  a  
q u estion , A b ell s a id : “ T h e  reason y o u  h av e  n o t fe lt th e  
m aterialised  heads, fa ce s  and h an d s n e a r th e  floor as  you  
fo rm erly  did, is b ecau se  o f  y o u r  im p ru d en t in te rfe re n ce  
w ith  th e  p h e n o m e n a ; b u t th e y  will co m e b a ck  ag ain . 
T h e  c irc le  m u st n o t ad m it v isito rs, as  th e y  keep y o u  back  
v e ry  m u ch .”  T h e  c ircle  th an k ed  A b ell fo r  his add ress  
an d  prom ised  as  fa r  as  p ossib le t o  a tte n d  to  his and  
K in g ’s  in stru ctio n s. A b ell’s lig h t th e n  ap p eared , and  
a  sm all d rap ed  figu re w ith a  s ta r  on  its  foreh ead and th e  
m ed iu m , w e re  b o th  seen  a t  th e  sam e m om en t. T h en  th e  
m ed iu m  stan d in g  u p  an d  a v e ry  ta ll d rap ed  figu re close  
t o  h im . T h e  ch airm an  re p o rte d  th a t  h e  h ad fe lt a  head  
a n d  fa ce  fu lly  form ed  n e a r  th e  floor. T h e  head was 
co v e re d  w ith  v e ry  so ft, w h ite  d ra p e ry  and lu m in ou s. A  
la d y  m em b er w as a lso  allow ed  t o  feel th e  head. A t  a  
su b se q u e n t s e a n c e  a  la d y  a n d  tw o  g en tlem en  w ere  p e r­
m itte d  to  fee l th e  d ra p e d  head o f  a  li ttle  child , its  tin y  
h a n d  b ein g  p la ce d  in  th o se  o f  th e  la t te r  tw o persons, 
K in g  b ein g  th e  co n tro llin g  sp ir it on  th e  o ccasio n . I  
h a v e  th u s  g iven  y o u r  re a d e rs  a  p lain  s ta te m e n t o f  how  
m a tte r s  a r e  w ith  u s . W e  h av e  no g r e a t  re a so p  to  co m ­
p la in  se e in g  h o w  m a n y  a n d  v a rie d  and tr u ly  w onderful

o u r  m an ifestatio n s have b een  sin ce  w e firs t b ecam e a  
c ircle . I  am  hap py to  in form  y o u  th a t  th e  r e su lt  o f  th e  
E n e rg e tic  C ircle ’s la te  “  E v e n in g  a t  H o m e ” and th e  
special co llectio n  w e m ad e on  H o sp ita l S u n d ay , is r e ­
g a rd e d  by th e  publio o f  S a n d h u rst as  h ig h ly  cred itab le  
to  us. T h e  to ta l a m o u n t ra ised  b y u s  fo r  th e  tw o  lo cal  
ch a ritie s  th is  y e a r  being £ 1 0  3 s . Gd. L a s t  y e a r  i t  was 
£ 3 5  14 s . M a y  o u r  d e a r sp iritu al ca u se  flou rish , and  
m ay a  k n ow led ge o f  its  tr u th s  find its  w ay  in to  th e  
h e a rts  o f  all G o d 's  ch ild ren  ev e ry w h e re — irre sp e ctiv e  o f  
cre e d  o r  c o u n tr y — is th e  p ra y e r  o f

Y o u rB  tr u ly ,
S an d h u rst, 2 0 th  O cto b e r, 1 8 7 5 . T H E  C H A I R M A N .

P .S .— S ev eral o f  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle  h av e  observed  
la te ly , th a t  j u s t  b efore  th e  ta ll figu re o f  K in g  is  seen  in 
a  s ta n d in g  p o stu re , th e  s h o rt  figu re  o f  th e  m edium  is 
seen stan d in g  and w ith w h ite  d ra p e ry  on  h is h ead  and  
body. H e  is th en  seen  b are -h ead ed  a n d  th e  w hite- 
d rap ed  figu re o f  K in g  stan d in g  by his side. I  m entioned  
to  th e  C ircle  th e  o th e r  n ig h t th a t -1  h ad  re a d  in th e  
B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t  a b o u t th e  sp irits  m a n u fa ctu rin g  the  
w h ite  d rap ery  o u t o f  th e  d ark  d re ss  o f  a  pow erful 
m edium  nam ed  M rs . C o m p to n , a n d  w as o f  opinion th at  
w h at ap p eared  on  th e  sp ir its  a t  o u r  C irc le  w as m ade  
from  a  sim ilar so u rce , as  th e r e  a lw ay s w as so m e s tra n g e  
p ro cess  go in g  on w ith  o u r  m edium ’s  d ress  b efo re  K in g 's  
lig h t disap p eared . W h e n  K in g — p e r th e  m ed iu m  —im ­
m ed iately  rap p ed  th re e  tim es in  ap p ro v al. P le a se  tak e  
a  n o te  o f  th e se  th in g s re a d e rs  o f  th e  H a r b in g e r .

E v e n in g  a t  H o m e .— W e  r e g re t  t h a t  in  o u r  l i s t  o f  
th e  n am es published in o u r  p rev io u s issu e  o f  th ose  
lad ies and gen tlem en  who w ere  p re s e n t a t  th e  above r e ­
union o f  th e  E n e rg e tic  C ircle , S a n d h u rst, th e  following  
w ere  in ad v erten tly  o m itted , n am ely — M iss  B a rk e r , M r. 
J .  S u tto n , M r . W . W e b b , and M r. G . H .  M iller.

R E S T  F O R  T H E  W E A R Y .

N o  m o rta l m an  lives w ho does n o t  y e a rn  fo r  the  
s p ir i tu a l ; w ho, lo sin g  a  frien d , does n o t  lo n g  fo r  som e 
p ositive evid en ce o f  im m o rtality  and th e  reap p earin g . 
W h a t b eseech in g  a t  th e  g a te s  o f  H e a v e n  ! I n  th e  effort 
to  supply th e  fain tin g  p ilgrim s, th e  p o p u la r  c h u rc h  digs 
up old dead ro o ts  from  Ju d e a n  d ir t  fo r  food. T h ey  give 
a  se rp e n t f o r  a  fish. H e n ce  a lm o st ev ery b o d y  is sick, 
w eary, w reck ed  in hope, bew ildored in d ark n ess.

B u t  th e r e  is  a  re s t . A t  th e  in sp ira tio n al fo n ts o f

fiu re  S p iritu alism  is r e s t  fo r  th e  w eary . T h e y  w ho have  
e lt  th e  m a g n e tic  c u rre n ts  o f  s p ir it  life  co u rsin g  in  body  

and m ind, d rin k in g  deep a t  th e  sp rin g s o f G o d , do e n te r  
in to  th a t  re s t . A u d  w n at a  r e s t ! H o w  u n sp eak ab le—  
how ineffable— how  full o f  g lo ry , is  th is  r e s t  o f  th e  s o u l !

S P I R I T U A L I S M  T R U E .

H o w  d o w e know  t h i s ?  Y o u  e n te r  a n y  c o u r t  o f  
ju s tic e  to  ta k e  h u m an  ev id en ce , to  assom ble a  ce rta in  
n u m b er o f  w itnesses, th re e  o f  w hom  sh all b e  ackn ow ­
led ged  as  w holly u n reliab le , w h olly  u n tr u th f u l ; you  
exam in e th e se  se p a ra te ly , an d  d esp ite  th e ir  u n reliab ility , 
th e y  sh all e a ch  s e p a ra te ly  confirm  e a ch , o th e r ’s  s ta te ­
m en ts ; a n d  th is is  evid en ce w h ich  n o  c o u r t  o f  civiliza­
tio n  can  re je c t— ev id en ce  w h ich  fo r  h u n d red s o f  y ears  
h as been a cce p te d  a s  te s tim o n y  in  a ll c o u r ts  o f  ju d ica ­
tu re . N o w  e n la rg e  upon y o u r  p o sitio n  :  le t  y o u r  th re e  
w itn esses be t r u th f u l ; th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  sh all confirm  
e a ch  o th e r  is  no ad d ition al w eigh t— n o n e  a t  a ll . I t  is 
d eem ed by th e  k een est a n a ly s t  o f  h u m an  n a tu re  im pos­
sible th a t  th re e  p erson s se p a ra te  fro m  e a ch  o th e r  snail 
re p re se n t th e  sam e c ircu m sta n ce s  e x a c tly , u n less th ose  
c ircu m sta n ce s  have a  com m on  o rig in  in  t r u th , n o  m a tte r  
w h eth er th e  w itn esses b e  reliab le  o r  n o t. B u t  double  
th e  n u m b er o f  w itn esses, tre b le  it , m u ltip ly  i t  by h u n ­
dred s, b y th o u san d s, by m illion s— rem o v e  y o u r  w itnesses  
to  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld , se p a ra to  th e m  b y  ocean s and  
co n tin en ts  a n d  sp aces  o f  tim e  th a t  i t  is  p o ssib le  to  
b rid ge o v e r ;  a n d  w h en , in stead  o f  th r e e  m illions, you  
h av e th r e e  tim es to ld  th r e e  m illion s o f  p e rso n s , each  
te s tify in g  to  th e  sam e g e n e ra l p o in ts  o f  fa ith , th a t  is 
a u th o rity  w h ich  w e th in k  w e a r e  ju stified  in  p resen tin g  
to  yo u , an d  i t  is u p o n  su ch  a u th o r ity  S p iritu alism  re s ts . 
— E m m a H ardin ge.
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G H O S T S  T H A T  A R E  G H O S T S .

A G od dess of F l o w e r s  S e e n  b y  M r . O lcott in 
B oston .

T h e  Mo s t  As t o n i s h i n g  M e d i u m s i i i p  Y e t —  F l o w e r s . P l a n t s .
B i r d s  a n d  B u t t e r f l i e s  b r o u g h t  t o  Mr s . 1  h a t e r 's
G u e s t s — a  H a u n t e d  Mo u s e  a n d  a  B a n q u e t  w i t h  t h e

G h o s t s .
BY HENRY S. OLCOTT. IN T H E  NEW YORK SUN.

T o  t h e  E d i t o r .— T h e  Im p e ria l U n iv e rs ity  o f  St. 
P e te rsb u rg , p ro m p ted  th e re to  by th e  s tra n g e  ex- 
periences, d u rin g  th e  p a s t  seaso n , o f  tw o o f  its  P r o ­
fessors— W a g n e r , th e  g r e a t  Z oologist and B o u tlcro w —  
with a F r e n c h  m ed iu m  n am ed  B re d if , has d ecid ed to  
m ake a  th o ro u g h ly  scie n tific  in v estig atio n  o f  th e  physical 
phenom ena called  sp iritu al m an ifestatio n .

T he S o cie ty  o f  E x p e rim e n ta lis ts  in th e  P h ysical 
Scien ces, a  body e x is tin g  w ith in  th e  U n iv e rsity , has  
assum ed c h a rg e  o f  th is  m a tte r ,  and a  sum  o f  m oney is 
to  be ap p ro p ria te d  to  m e e t th e  n e ce ssa ry  exp en ses. T he  
lio n . A lexan d er A k sak o w , C o u n cillo r  o f  S ta te  in the  
Im p erial C h a n ce lle ry , h as a c ce p te d  th e  d u ty  o f  inviting  
famous m edium s o f  v a rio u s c o u n tr ie s  to  p re se n t th e m ­
selves b efore th e  com m ission  an d  disp lay th e ir  alleged  
psychical p h en o m en a u n d e r  te s t  con d itio n s. This 
gentlem an has d o n e m e th e  h o n o r to  request, m e to  a c t ,  
in con ju n ction  w ith  a  R u ss ia n  lad y  o f  g r e a t  learn in g  
and high social p o sitio n , n o w  resid en t in th is co u n try . 
M adam e I I .  P .  B la v a ta k y  b y  n am e, as  h is  A m erican  
rep resen tativ e , an d  reco m m en d  th ro u g h  him  to  th e  
U n iv ersty  su ch  p erso n s o f  th e  c la ss  describ ed , as  we 
m ay th in k  w o rth y  o f  b ein g  ask ed  to  a tte n d  th e  com ing  
seances in th e  R u ss ia n  ca p ita l. W it h  th is  o b je c t in 
view , I  re ce n tly  visited  B o s to n  to  w itn ess th e  beautiful 
phenom ena w h ich  w ere  said  to  o c c u r  in th e  p re se n ce  of  
M rs. B a k e r  T h a y e r , o f  1 2  P em b ro k e  S t r e e t ; and for th e  
in form ation o f  y o u r  re a d e rs , w h ich  is a lm o st th e  sam e  
a s  to  say  th e  p u b lic , I  sh all now  g iv e  a  fa ir  and im p artial  
acco u n t o f  w h at I  saw .

P O IN T S  F O R  IN V E S T IG A T IO N . ,
I t  will b e  re a d ily  co n ceiv ed  th a t  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  o f  

th e  case m ad e m e  m o re  th a n  u su ally  cau tio u s  in m y ob­
servation s. I t  was n e c e s s a ry  to  b eco m e satisfied  p re tty  
th orou g h ly up on  se v e ra l p o in ts, fo r  in s ta n c e : 1 . A s  to  
M rs. T h a y e r ’s  a n te ce d e n ts . 2 .  H e r  p erso n al ch a ra cte r.
3 .  T h e  s tre n g th  o f  h e r  m an ifesta tio n s, and w h eth er u n i­
form  o r su b je ct to  p e rio d ic ity . 4 .  T h e  cond itions in­
dispensable to  th e ir  o c c u r re n c e , an d  esp ecially  w h eth er  
th e y  co u ld  o n ly  be p ro d u ced  in a c e rta in  h o u se o r  room , 
o f  a  p ecu liar  m a g n e tic , e le c tr ic  o r  o th e r  a tm o sp h ere , o r  
w h eth er th e y  co u ld  be ob served  in differently in any  
house o r  p la ce  w h atso ev er. 5 .  A n d  as m ig h t be said, 
p rim arily , w h eth er th e y  w ere  rea l p h enom en a, o r  only  
exhibition s o f  c h a rla ta n ry .

I t  w ould be th e  h e ig h t o f  folly fo r  an y  o n e  w ith a  
rep u tatio n  a t  s ta k e  to  sen d  off to  so d is ta n t a  co u n try  
and b efore su ch  a n  in e x o ra b le  trib u n a l, a  m edium  who  
m igh t p rov e d ish o n est, m a licio u s, or, w hen th e  c ritica l  
m om ent sh ou ld  a rriv e , in cap ab le  o f  doing w h a t was 
prom ised o f  h e r. I  ad d ressed  m y se lf  to  m y ta sk , th en , 
w ith as  im p a rtia l a  s p ir it  a s  i t  w as p ossib le fo r  an y  one  
to  f e e l ; kn ow ing n o th in g  o f  th e  m edium  beyond new s­
p ap er re p o rt , a n d  ca rin g  a b so lu te ly  n o th in g  as  to  w h at 
m igh t be th e  issu e  o f  m y  ex p e rim e n ts . I  shall doub tless  
give y o u r  re a d e rs  th e  m o s t in tellig ib le  a n d  sa tisfacto ry  
idea o f  th e  r e su lts  b y  ta k in g  up m y p o in ts seriatim , 
and d escrib in g  th e  evid en ce  co lle c te d  u n d er each  
head.

F i r s t ,  as  t o  h e r  a n te ce d e n ts  : I  had  n o t  to  se a rch  fa r  
to  find a c ce p ta b le  w itn esses  to  su b sta n tia te  h e r  personal 
good c h a ra c te r . S o m e lad ies  an d  g en tlem en , as  t r u s t­
w o rth y  as  a n y  in  B o s to n , a n d  o ccu p y in g  a s  go o d  social 
positions, certified  to  h av in g  kn ow n h e r  fo r  several

{ears— o n e  la d y  s in ce  1 8 6 3 — an d  th e ir  testim o n y  as  to  
e r  s in cerity , e x c e lle n ce  as  a  m edium , a n d  in te g rity  w as  

unanim ou s. T h e  la d y  in  q u estion , who lives in a  
fashionable sq u aro  a t  th e  S o u th  E n d , h ad  em ployed h er  
as  a  d re ssm a k e r fo r  te n  y e a r s  b efo re  sh e  b ecam e a  
public m ed iu m , a n d  h av in g  b een  a n  e y e  w itn ess a t  every  
stag e  o f  h e r  p ro g re ss  in  th is  d ire c tio n , unequivocally  
testified  th a t  a  m o re  tr a n s p a r e n tly  h o n est w om an she 
nev er knew .

W H AT W IL L IA M  L LO Y D  G A RRISO N  SA Y S.

M r. W illiam  L loyd  G arriso n  had seen evidences of 
h e r  ra re  pow ers under te s t cond itions, and Ijad full con­
fidence in h er good faith , A p a rtn e r  in one o f  the  
g r e a te s t  m ercan tile  houses o f  N ew  E n glan d  had shared  
M r. G arriso n 's  o p p ortu n ities, and arrived a t  th e  same 
conclusions, M r. C harles H o u g h to n , th e  w ell-know n  
law y er, and his wife jo ined w ith th e  o th ers, and g av e me 
th e  p articu lars  o f  sean ces which alone would have co n ­
vinced a  sce p tic  th a t he was n o t dealing w ith a wilful 
im postor ; and so 1 m igh t proceed  to  catalo gu e a  score  
o f  h e r  w ell-w ishers, w hose nam es if  appended to  a  ce r­
tificate  o f  had ch a ra c te r  would effectually dam n a person  
in th e  eyes o f  all A th en ian s, and whose testim on y in her 
favor c a n n o t be ignored.

B u t th e  s tro n g e st evidence th a t M rs. T lm yer could 
p resen t to  m y scru tin y  w as h er ow n bonny face. I t  is 
an op en, frank face ; m arked w ith lines o f  care , w earing  
a  shade o f  w earin ess, and in d icatin g  m ore o f passivity  
th an  force , o f  am iability  th an  aggressiven ess, b u t in vit­
ing confidence. Sh e m u st have been a beau ty  once. 
H e r  head is  o f  m od erate  size, oval, well arch ed  in th e  
cro w n , and th e  p rop ortion  o f crow n to  base sym m etrical. 
H e r  h air  is a d ark  c h e s tn u t ; eyes blue, com plexion fair, 
m outh p re tty , n o se  s tra ig h t, face  oval, h eight five feet 
s ix  in ch es, and , w ith in creasin g  y e a rs  and a  seden tary  
life, she has grow n s to u t enough to  tu rn  th e  scale a t  160  
pounds. H e r  voice is soft— n o t g u ttu ra l o r  s trid en t, as  
a re  th o se  o f  m an y o f  o u r  m odern pythonesses— her 
m an n ers a re  free from  em barrassm en t o r affectation. I  
have been p a rticu la r  as to  th ese details, for th ese  very  
d etails  go  a  g r e a t  w ay tow ard s helping us to  estim ate tho  
p erson  we have to  deal w ith.

A I'A G E  O F  F A M IL Y  H IST O R Y .

I n  all m y investigation s o f  spiritual m edium s I  have  
been carefu l to  in qu ire as  to  th e  h ered ity  o f  th e  psychical 
p o w e r ; for a  discussion w ith D r. C harles E la m , in 
E n g lan d , five y e a rs  ago , and th e  subsequent reading o f  
his w ork  en titled  “ A  P h ysician 's  Prob lem s "  m ade me 
v e ry  an xiou s to  d iscover w h eth er th ese  tem peram en tal 
p ecu liarities w ere transm issible from  gen era tio n  to  
g e n e ra tio n , like th e  p h ysical and m oral qualities-. Iq ,- 
th e  case  o f  th e  Ed dys and M rs C om pton, tho g re a te s t  
m edium s I  e v er saw , th is ap p eared  to  bo th e  fa ct , and  
M rs. T h a y e r p resen ts  no excep tio n  to  th e  rule.

Sh e w as born in th e  tow nship o f C oncord , M ain e, o f  
r u s tic  p aren tag e , D ecem b er 1 1th, 1 8 3 6 . H e r  m oth er  
w as o f  S co tch  d escen t, and h er p atern al grand m other, 
M rs. B a k e r, cam e from  En glan d . H e r  m o th er w as a 
seeress, a  ph ysical m edium , and , am ong o th e r  m anifesta­
tion s, h ad  flowers b ro u g h t to  h e r  by tho invisible 
pow ers. O n e day in m idw inter, w hen M a ry  w as about 
to n  y e a rs  o ld , sh e  and h er tw o broth ers, one older and  
th e  o th e r  y o u n g er th an  herself, w ere ab o u t to  s ta r t  for 
sch ool, w hen th e  m oth er cam e o u t o f  tho house weeping, 
and holding in a  hand a  freshly plucked blush rose, 
w hich she said w as b ro u g h t to  h er from heaven as  a sure  
w arn in g o f  th o  d eath  o f one o f  h er children. T h e  farm  
was in th e  h e a rt o f  th o  M ain e woods, tho snow lay thick  
upon th e  gro u n d , and th e re  w as n o t a  flower p o t in tho  
house, n o r a  greenh ouse w ithin m an y m iles, b u t the  
ch ild ren  saw  n o th in g  om inous in th e  fra g ra n t flower, 
only th an k in g  th e  angels for bringing th em  som ething  
so p re tty . M ary  reca lls  how th ey  talked it  o v er am ong  
them selves as th e y  tru d ged  th rou gh  tho snow th a t  
m orn in g, and lau gh ed  a t  th e ir  m o th er's  fears th a t  
eith er one o f  such a  to u gh  lo t as  th ey  should die. B u t  
th e  ro se  spoke tru ly  ; th e  y o u n g est b ro th er o f  all sickened  
and died before spring o f  a  m align ant fever. Sh e was 
alw ays having th ese  forew arn ings— was th is m oth er o f  
th e irs . Som etim es th e re  w ould com e a  heavy knocking  
a t  th e  d o or, and no on e th ere  w hen th e y  w ould lo o k ; 
som etim es tho tre a d  o f  invisible fee t w ould be heard  
overhead ; a n d  b efore Jo h n  died, as  th e y  w ere to g eth er  
one even ing , th e re  cam e a  cra sh  a t  th e  side o f  th e  house, 
as th ou g h  som e invisible spadesm an h ad th ro w n  a  
shovelful o f  cou rse  g rav el w ith a ll his force . T h e  m other  
did m o re . Sh e saw  th e  form s o f  dead relativ es stalk  
th ro u g h  walls, p artition s, and closed doors, and would 
ta lk  to  th em  in ft w ay to  m ak e a  su p erstitio u s sce p tic ’s 
blood curdle.
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FAIRY PLAYMATES.
A nd th e  ch ild ren  soon began to  have th e ir  own 

exp erien ces  o f th e  sam e s o r t . E ltin  boys and girls  
used to  com e (o r  seem  to  com e, for th e y  w ere as  real 
t o  th em  as u n real to  all o th e rs ) ev ery  day o r  tw o , and  
play with th em  h o u rs to g e th e r  ; and th e y  w ere  u p  to  
a ll so rts  o f  pran k s, hiding th e  p layth in g s so cu n n in gly , 
som etim es, th a t  th e y  would give th em  u p  fo r  lo st, and 
th en  suddenly b rin gin g  th em  back ag ain  ; a n d  often  
a f te r  th e  ch ild ren  w ere in bed th e  m isch ievous cre a tu re s  
w ould c a rry  off th e ir  c lo th e s  a n d  p u t th em  u p  in th e  
c ro tch  o f  som e n eigh b orin g tre e . T h ey  had h eard  th e  
old peo p le talk  a b o u t w itches, and so, lo r  w an t o f a  
b e tte r  nam e for th em , th e y  called th e ir  sp irit p laym ates  
“ th e  w itch es,”  and w ere carefu l n o t to  offend th em , 
b u t keep in fav o r by p u ttin g  aside bits o f  th e ir  candy  
a n d  cak e , which w ere duly ca rrie d  off, and th e  receip t 
acknow ledged a t  th e  n e x t  m eetin g. O n ce  M a ry  had a  
k n o tty  exam p le in a rith m e tic  to  do fo r  th e  n e x t d ay 's  
re cita tio n , and laid h e r  sla te  asid e in d esp air o f  w orking  
th e  prob lem , b u t in th e  m orn in g sh e  found it all done, and  
won th e  m edal offered ns prize.

So things w en t on  m ore o r less in cessan tly , and g ra d u ­
ally  becom in g m ore in significan t in th e ir  c h a r a c te r , un til 
h e r  m arriag e  to  A n son I I .  T h a y e r , o f  S o u th  B ra in tre e ,  
M osb,, w hich o ccu rre d  in 1 8 5 0 . W h en  h e r  first child  
w as th re e  w eeks old, th e  bed in w hich sh e  lay w as lifted  
c le a r  o f  th e  floor, and th e  n u rse , ru n n in g  in, saw  it 
g en tly  s e ttle  dow n again  in its p lace. S h e  began a f te r  
a  w hile to  have h e r  m o th er's  e x p erien ce  as to  p o rten ts , 
know ing, by variou s m y stic  sig n s, o f  im pending d eath s  
o r  o th e r  calam ities. B efo re  h er hu sband’s d ecease  she 
saw  a b rig h t light shine in h e r  room , and in its  ce n tre  
h is face, w hich, as  an y  o f  M rs . C ro w e's  re a d e rs  will 
ad m it, is consid ered  to  be a  g en u in e  fo re ru n n e r  o f  
death.

THE HAUNTED HOUSE.
L e f t  a widow, w ith tw o children  to  su p p o rt, sh e  lind 

to  tak e  to  dressm aking, and i t  w as n o t so very  long  
a f te r  th is  th a t  th e  B o sto n  lady above referred  to  (w hom  
I  am  p erm itted  te  say is  M rs. D orn B rig h am , d a u g h te r  
o f  th e  fam ous m issionary, “  F a t h e r "  T a y lo r) en­
co u n tered  h er. I n  1S 65  M rs  T h a y e r  w as forew nrned  
th a t  in co u rse  o f  tim e she w ould have to  pass th ro u g h  a 
d an gerou s sickn ess, du rin g w hich “  som eth in g  very  
w onderful in th e  w ay o f  m edium ship ”  w ould co m e to  
h er. T h e  p rop h ecy  cam o in 1 8 7 2 , w hen sh e  w as tak en  
down w ith g a s tr ic  fever, and lay a t  th e  p oin t o f  death . 
I n  h e r  ravin gs she tu rn e d  p rop h etess, an n ou n cin g  th e  
g r e a t  B o sto n  fire, and tim in g in advnnce ev ery  v isit o f  
h e r  physician to  th e  very  m in u te. U p o n  h e r  reco v ery  
she w en t to  live in th e  ca p a c ity  o f  h o u sek eep er with  
on e M m e. B a rk e r , a n  old iady who k e p t a  dancing  
sch ool in th e  c h a te a u  like m ansion on W ash in g to n  
S tre e t , know n as  th e  D eacon  H o u se . (T h e  B oston ian s  
p ro n o u n ce  i t  D e e -K a h n ). T h is is a  g re a t ram bling  
s tr u c tu r e , occu p y in g  a  w hole sq u are  o f  g io u n d , which  
w as b u ilt som e th ir ty  y e a rs  ag o  by a n  im pecun iou s son- 
in -law  o f th e  la te  P e te r  P a rk e r , who lib erally  invested  
th a t  gen tlem an ’s m on ey in a  resid en ce  fit fo r  a N orm an  
Seigneu r. T h e  fine house did n o t b rin g  good lu ck , for  
D eaco n  died, his wife lo s t h e r  reaso n , and th e  p lace w as 
sh u t u p  fo r  a t  le a s t  te n  y e a rs , becom in g m eanw h ile, it  
seem s, th e  ro o stin g  p lace  o f  a  tro o p  o f  g h o sts , who  
m ad e its  e m p ty  room s rin g  w ith  n o ises ca lcu la ted  to  
send th e  belated  by-pn sser in  p an ic to  th e  o th e r  side o f  
th e  s tr e e t . I t  g o t  such an  ill nam e th a t  w hen th e  
fam ily  w ere  re a d y  to  r e n t  n o te n a n t cou ld  bo found, 
u n til th e  v a lia n t M rs . B a rk e r  in stalled  h erself, a n d  in 
du e co u rse  receiv ed  M r s . T h a y e r as  ho u sek eep er, as  
b efore  sta ted .

TERRIFYING PHENOMENA.
B a d  as  th in g s  w e re  before, th e y  now  b ecam e te n  tim es  

w o rse. T h e  sp irits  w ould open lo ck ed  and b o lted  doors  
and slam  th e m , c a rr y  a r tic le s  a lo n g  co rrid o rs  a n d  from  
o n e  lo ck ed  ro o m  t c  an o th e r, and th e  dead D eaco n  and  
o th e r  can n y  p ro w le rs  w ould on ce  in a  w hile show th em ­
se lv e s . B u t  th e  p lu ck y  w om en stood  it  liko v eteran s, 
a n d  soon M r s . T h a y e r ’s n ew  m edium ship .show ed itself. 
M r s . B rig h a m  an d  o th e r  frien d s w ould drop in , and th ey  
w ould im p rovise “ c i r c l e s ”  a b o u t a  ta b le  and g e t  all 
so r ts  o f  s ta r tlin g  p h y sical m an ifestatio n s, su ch  as  th e

floatin g  o f  th e  tab le  in th e  a ir , th e  liftin g  o f  M rs. 
T h a y e r , ch a ir  and a ll, upon th e  ta b le , th e  b rin g in g  o f  
c o a ts  and h ats  from  th e  hall t r e e  in to  th e  roo m , and I  
have a c tu a lly  been to ld  by tw o ey e  w itn esses  th a t  th e  
m edium  h erself h ad  been w hisked a w a y  in a  m om en t, and  
im m ed iately  w as heard k n o ck in g  o u ts id e  th e  locked  
door and callin g for a d m itta n ce . T h is  is  to u g h , but 
w ait u n til I  have finished !

M r. G arriso n  w as a  v isito r  a t  th is  period , an d  from  
his lips, as  w ell as  from  th o se  o f  M rs. B rig h am  and 
th e  m erch an t previou sly  alluded to  (w h o , I  am  s o rry  to  
say , has n o t th e  co u ra g e  to  te ll w h at he h as  seen , and  
le t  th o se  who d o n 't  like i t  p lease  th e m se lv e s), I  received  
th e  p a rticu la rs  w hich follow  as  t c  a

BANQUET OF THE GIIOST8,
w hich o ccu rre d  in th e  m o n th  o f  O c to b e r , 1 8 7 2 , in th is  
B o sto n  O tra n to .

O n e even in g by p re c o n c e r t  a  su p p e r w as spread  in 
th e  dining ro o m  for tw elv e  p erso n s. T h e  bill o f  fare  
w as ch osen  b y  th e  sp irits  th em selv es, an d  th e r e  w as as  
b rav e  an  a rra y  o f  linen , g lass, s ilv er, an d  ch in a  as  th ou g h  
th e  g h o stly  b an q u eters  had n o t p assed  o u t o f  th e  sp h ere  
o f  finger bow ls and dam ask n ap kins. T h e re  w as a  chicken  
frick assee , w ith r ic e , b re a d , an a s so rtm e n t o f  cakes, 
g ra p e s , and o th e r  fru it, can d y , and a  b o ttle  o f  w ine. A  
m em orand um  w as tak en  b y M r . B rig h a m  o f  th e  
n u m b er o f  e a ch  a rtic le , a n d  a f te r  a  la s t g la n ce  a t  the  
tab le  th e  m o rta ls  re tire d . M r. B . T . S tep h en so n  locked  
th e  d o o r  and han ded th e  key to  M r . W illiam  Lloyd  
G arriso n , and th e  s p e c ta to rs  w ere  left to  th em selv es.

T h e  com p an y n u m b ered  e ig h teen  lad ies an d  g en tle ­
m en , and b y d esire  o f  th e  sp irits  th e y  re tir e d  to  an o th er  
room  fifty fee t from  th e  din in g room , lo ck iu g  tw o  doors 
behind th e m , and assem bled a b o u t a n o th e r  ta b le  a fte r  
th e  fashion o f  th e  O rth o d o x  c ir c le . T h e  g a s  w as ex ­
tin gu ish ed , a n d  th e y  sa t in  s ilen ce  and d ark n ess  for 
som e tw o m in u tes , w hen sud denly so m e solid 
o b ject w as h eard  to  d ro p  up on th e  ta b le , an d  th en  a  
r a ttlin g  noise, as  if pebbles o r  o th e r  sm all, h ard  sub­
s ta n ce s  w ere  b ein g  sca tte re d  a b o u t. A  lig h t w as called  
b y th e  rap s, a n d  th e n  th e  aston ish ed  s it te rs  discovered  
b efore th em  th e  v eritab le  b o ttle  o f  w ine th e y  h ad le f t in 
th e  din in g ro o m , w ith p a r t o f  th e  w ine g o n e  and the  
c o rk  un draw n . T h e  b o ttle  w as identified b y a  private  
m ark  p laced  up on th e  lab el, a n d  u p o n  th e  co rk  rem ained  
th e  d u st w h ich  th e y  h ad n o t b ru sh ed  off. S ca tte re d  
ab o u t w ere  p ieces o f  b rok en  can d y  an d  s u g a r  plum s, 
one leg  o f  th e  ch ick en , a n d  p o rtio n s o f  th e  ca k e  and 
fru it, w hile in th e  bosom  o f  a  la d y 's  d re ss  h ad been deftly  
th r u s t  a  w ine g lass. R e tu rn in g  to  th e  din in g room , 
th e y  foun d b y  a c tu a l c o u n t th a t  w hen th e y  add ed th e  
a r tic le s  b ro u g h t to  th em  to  th o se  rem ain in g  in  th e  
dishes and up on  th e  p la te s  th e  ta lly  w as e x a c t . B u t  
som e o f  th e  w ine— p erh ap s a  th ird  o f  th e  b o ttle — had  
disap p eared , and in e v e ry  g lass  w as a  h eel ta p  th a t  
seem ed to  in d ica te  th a t  th e  jo lly  elv es, o r  b acch an tes  
ra th e r , h ad  p led ged  th e ir  m u tu al h e a lth s  in  social 
fashion.

T h en  th e y  p laced  th e  b o ttle  a g a in  up on th e  tab le  
and seated  th em selv es ab o u t th e  b o ard , p u sh in g th e ir  
ch airs  ab o u t a  fo o t c r  tw o  b ack  from  th e  sam e, and  
jo in in g  h an d s a f te r  p u ttin g  o u t th e  g a s . B y  th e  glim ­
m e r  o f  th e  firo in th e  sto v e  th e y  saw  s p e c tr e  hands, 
d etach ed  from  an y  body, flittin g  h ith e r  an d  th ith e r  over 
th e  su rfa ce  o f  th e  ta b le , ta k in g  th in g s o ilt o f  th e  dishes 
and p u ttin g  th e m  up on th e  p la tes , and o ccasio n ally  to ss­
in g  a  ca n d y , cak e , o r  fru it  in to  so m e la d y 's  lap . T hen  
th e y  pu lled  th e  slip p ers off on e la d y ’s  fe e t an d  th e  b oots  
oft' a n o th e r ’s and flung th e m  a g a in s t th e  d o o r ; and  
finally w ound u p  th e  b an q u et, a s  m an y  a n o th e r  o f  
m o rta l kind h as  co n clu d ed , by d ra g g in g  th e  c lo th  off 
th e  ta b le  an d  tu m b lin g  th e  c ro c k e ry  in  a  m ass o n  th e  
floor.

A CHARMING MEDICMS1II1'.
B u t  th e se  m an ifesta tio n s, a lth o u g h  tw ice  re p e a te d , 

w ere  less to  b e  a ccre d ite d  to  M r s . T h a y e r 's  m edium - 
ship th a n  th e  su rch a rg e d  a tm o sp h e re  o t th is  hau n ted  
house. H e r  m edium ship is  fa r  m o re  a t t ra c tiv e  than  
th is ; th o  sp ir its  b rin g  h e r  flow ers, fru its , a n d  bird s, of 
a ll s o r ts  and k in d s. I t s  b eg in n in g  w as a p p a re n tly  u n ­
p rem ed ita ted , a n d  o c c u rre d  in  th is  w is e : O n e  evening  
M rs. B a k e r , M rs . T h a y e r , a n d  a  v isitin g  g e n tlem an  sat
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around a  ta b le  re a d in g  a n  a c c o u n t from  a n  En glish  
journal o f  th e  (low er p h en o m en a o f  M iss N ich o ll (now  
'M rs. G u p p y ) o f  L o n d o n  ; w h ereu p on  th e  v isito r  r e ­
m arked how p leasan t i t  w ould be if  th ey , to o , could  
have flow ers b ro u g h t to  th e m . M rs . T h a y e r  assen ted , 
savin g th a t  she h ad h ad  a  p assio n ate  love fo r  (low ers 
since she was a  ch ild . T h e y  a g re e d  to  tr y  if  th e  spirits  
would n o t g ra tify  th e m , so th e  g a s  w as tu rn e d  off, and  
presently  th e y  sm e lt th e  p erfu m e o f  a  (low er. Jo y fu lly  
th e y /lit th e  g a s , and th e re  lay a  full-blow n tu berose, 
which I  tak e  to  be' a  v e ry  c u rio u s  ch o ice  o f  avan t-  
co u rier to  th e  m u ltitu d e  o f  (low ers which have since  
descended fo r  i t  ty p ifies vo lu p tu o u sn ess, acco rd in g  to  
the au th o rities . B u t  s t o p ! P e rh a p s  I  am  h asty , since  
it is o f  O rie n ta l o rig in , an d  so  in tlm t sen se fitly indi­
cates th e  s o u rc e  from  w hich w e g e t  n o t only all our  
Spiritu alism  a n d  its  p a re n t , W h i te  M a g ic , b u t p re tty  
n early  e v ery th in g  e lse  w e k n ow  o r  a r e  e v e r  likely to  dis­
cover. O n e o f  M o o re ’s p re tty  v erses s a y s  :

T h e  tu b e ro se , w ith  h e r  silv ery  ligh t,
T h a t  in th e  g a rd e n  o f  M alay  

I s  ca lled  “  T h e  m istress  o f  th e  n ig h t,”
So like a  b rid e , e tc . ,  e tc .

H o w ev er, w e a r e  a f te r  fa c ts , so I  will n o t dip into  
poetry, a lth o u g h  th e  p u d d in g  is b e t te r  fo r  an occasional 
plum.

This au sp icio u s b eg in n in g  w as follow ed up w ith  
n atu ral assid u ity , th e  casu al v isito r  re g u la rly  in stallin g  
him self as  a  m em b er o f  th e  im p ro m p tu  c ircle . O ne  
evening he ask ed  th e  sp irits  to  brin g him  one pink for  
each child he h ad  in  th e  o th e r  w orld , and straig h tw ay  
th re e  w ere  d ro p p ed  on  th e  ta b le , each  s te m  v ary in g  in 
len gth  from  th e  o th e rs , to  ex p re ss , a s  i t  w as said, the  
relative ages o f  th e  ch ild ren .. T h e  n e x t  p h ase  w as th e  
dropping o f  (low ers in  th e  d ay tim e, a  lovely B o n n e  
Celine ro se  fallin g  a t  M r s . B rig h a m 's  fee t as sh e  stood  
ta lk in g  to  M rs . T h a y e r .

S IIO W E ItS  O P F L O W E R S.
T h e  flow ers n o w  b eg an  to  cum o m o re  nu m erou sly , 

un til finally th e y  fell in p e r f e c t  sh ow ers, a lb e it i t  was 
in th e  dead o f  w in ter , a n d  th e  m edium  w as to o  p o o r to  
p u rch ase th em  from  g reen h o u ses  o u t o f  h e r  w ages o f  
lo u r ‘o r  five d o llars  p e r  w eek , even if  sh e  w ere  so m inded. 
M rs. B rig h a m  te lls  m e tlia f  p rob ab ly  n o t  less th a n  4 0 0  
o r  5 0 0  d o llars  w o rth  w e re  b ro u g h t in th is  w ay  th a t  
season, a n d  n o t  a  c e n t , w as c h a rg e d  an y  visitor fo r  th e  
seances. B esid es  flow ers o f  e v e ry  im agin able v arie ty , 
som e v e ry  r a r e  an d  exp en sive , a n d  m an y u n fam iliar to  
all b u t th e  m o st le a rn e d  b o ta n ists , liv in g  c a n a ry  birds, 
doves, b u tterflies, b ird s  fro m  th o  w ild w oods, goldfish, a  [ 
toad , lum ps o f  Q u in cy  g ra n ite , and pebbles o f  different 
kinds w ere  d rop p ed  in th e ir  p resen ce , an d  on e evening  
a  unique ad d itio n  w as m ad e  to  th e ir  co llectio n  in the  
shape o f  a  Bm oking c a p , w hich th o  u n seen  ca rrie rs  
b ro u g h t from  th e  h o u se o f  M r . E m e rso n , S ix te e n  C h ester  
Square.

O f c o u rse  th is  s o r t  o f  th in g  co u ld  n o t g o  on  long  
w ith o u t c re a tin g  a  g r e a t  ta lk , a n d  th e  p o o r w om an w as  
finally ob liged  to  g iv e  u p  a ll o th e r  em p lo ym en t fo r  th a t  
o f  a  pu blic m ed iu m . S h e  b eg an  w ith  w eekly circles, 
w hich w e re  ch an g ed  to  sem i-w eek ly  ones, and so have  
con tin u ed  to  th e  p r e s e n t tim e . T h is  brin gs us to  a  co n ­
s id eratio n  o f  o u r  th ird  p o in t, viz.: W h e th e r  th e  m ani • 
festatio n s a r e  su b je c t to  p e rio d ic ity , w h ich  from  personal 
ob servation  I  c a n  a n sw e r in  th e  nogativ e. T h e  te s ti­
m ony o f  all th e  h u n d re d  p erson s w ith w hom  I  have  
ta lk ed  a b o u t th e  c a se  con firm s m y  con clu sion  th a t th e  
p h enom en a o c c u r  a t  o n e  tim e  as  w ell as  an o th er, ex ce p t  
th a t  th e  p re se n ce  o f  ce rta in  p erso n s seem  to  d estro y  th e  
cond itions m o st e ffectu ally . P ro fe s so r  W a g n e r  rem ark s  
up on  th e  sa m e  c ir cu m s ta n ce  in his h ighly  in te re stin g  
and scien tific  r e p o r t  o f  th e  B r e d if  sean ces  o f  la s t  w inter, 
a  tra n s la tio n  o f  w h ich  h a s  r e c e n tly  been published in 
th e  S p ir itu a l S c ien tist, o f  B o s to n  ; P ro fe sso r T ynd all 
sn eerin g ly  allu d es to  i t  in  h is  le t te r  to  th e  L o n d o n  D ia­
le c tica l S o cie ty , an d  a  v e r y  w ell-k now n p rofesso r o f  
p h ilo log y in  a n  E n g lish  u n iv e rs ity  who h as  given  g re a t  
a tte n tio n  to  th e  su b je ct w rites  m e, in a  le t te r  j u s t  re ­
ceived, th a t  h e  k n ew  o f  th e  p h en o m en a o f  a  m ost 
p rom isin g  c ir c le  b ein g  co m p le te ly  stop p ed  b y  th e  m ere  

. e n tra n ce  in to  th o  h o u se , n o t  oven in to  th e  roo m , o f  a  
p e rso n  a n ta g o n is tic  t o  th e  e x p e rim e n ts , an d  th a t

C rook es had told him  th a t F lo re n ce  Cook had been  
spoiled for a  sean ce  by m erely  brushing again st the  
people she en cou n tered  in a stroll down R eg en t Street. 
T!>e f a c t  is th a t ou r con ceited  scien tists  do n o t y e t  know 
th e  A , B , C  o f  psychology, and if  we desire knowledge 
w e m u st dig i t  o u t for ourselves ; th ey  a re  too busy with 
th e ir  bugs and tad poles to  give atten tio n  to  so trifling a  
sub ject as  th e  psychical pow ers o f  man.

S T R IK IN G  T E S T S  FO R COL. OLCOTT.
A s to  ou r fifth point, th ere  can be no room  for doubt. 

M rs. T h ay er 's  phenom ena o ccu r equally well in all 
houses and even o u t o f doors. In  a prop er condition of 
th e  atm o sp h ere , and th o  favoring conditions as  to  tho  
persons p resen t, she can  often receive into h er hand, 
th ru st o u t o f  th e  w indow o f an u p p er room , flowers and  
birds, and I  have had both b ro u g h t to  me. in daylight 
and gasligh t, in th e  e le g a n t house o f  M r. C harles  
H o u g h to n , in W e s t  R o xb u ry , w h ere both she and 1 
w ere  g u ests , and w h ere fraud o r  collusion w as im possi­
ble. B y  d ay lig h t I sa t w ith h e r  in th e  dining room , 
behind a  sim ple cu rta in  o f glazed m uslin, hu ng acro ss a  
co rn er, and w hile I  held both her hands, a frag ran t 
crim son  rose was dropped in to  m y lap ; by th e  bright 
lig h t o f  tho hall ch an delier, as she sa t upon th e  stairs , 
and 1  stood w ithin tw o fee t o f  h er, reading to  hor th at  
m o st vivid p assage in ch ap ter iv. o f  “ Zanoni,”  whore  
G lyud on en co u n ters  th o  D w eller o f th e  Threshold , a  
yo u n g ca n a ry  suddenly sp ran g  from  m y head and flow 
to w ard  th e  closed d o or, w h ere I  ca u g h t him, and I  have 
him  now. A s  to  the rose, I  m u st rem ark  th a t i t  was 
un cru m p led, fresh ly  plucked, and its  petals glistened  
w ith d ew d rop s; while as  to  th e  can ary , th a t was 
ap p aren tly  one o f a  yo u n g  brood from  th e  ca g e  o f  a  
frien d in Ph ilad elp hia, brou gh t by th e  invisibles in com ­
p lian ce w ith s e cre t  req u est, and since identified by th e  
lad y  as  th e  bird w hich suddenly disappeared from  tho  
cage som e d ay s previously.

A SEA N C E IN  « L A C K ’ S PH OTOGRAPHIC G A LLER Y .
I  have also ta lk ed  w ith M L  B lack , th o  well-known  

B o sto n  p h oto grap h er, ab o u t a  seance held in his gallery  
o n e  even ing , a t  which som e fifty persons w ere  prosent, 
and a t  w hich m any flowers w ere b ro u g h t; and w ith an 
ed itor who m et M rs. T h a y e r a t  th e  house o f  a  brother  
jo u rn a list, w h ere flow ers, birds, and goldfish w ere  
b rou gh t by th e  invisibles, and th e  m edium  and her 
ch a ir  w ere lilted  up, as  he held h e r  hand, and placed  
upon th e  table.

W h e n  th o  ca n a ry  was brou gh t to  m o w e w ere alone. 
M y  read in g  was in terru p ted  by a n  ejacu lation  from  her 
and upon looking a t  h er face  I  saw  i t  tu rn  deadly p ale  ; 
h e r  eyes closed ; she raised  h e r  both bands as  if  to  grasp  
som ething ov er h er head, and a t  th e  in stan t and before 
th e y  could reach  th o  sp o t, th e  bird flew aw ay, as  p re ­
viously described. Tho palm s o f  h er hands w ere turned  
to w ard s m o, and I  saw  th em  from  tho com m en cem ent o f  
th e  m ovem ent u n til th ey  dropped info h er lan, so th at  
I  can  positively tes tily  th a t  no m ortal hand touched  
th e  bird until lie lay p an tin g and flu tterin g w ithin my 
grasp .

W HAT A P U B L IC  SEA N C E IS  L IK E .
'jjie  firs t public sean ce  I  a tten d ed  w as a t  h e r  house, 

on th e  even in g o f  J u ly  4 ,  and th e  com pany num bered  
seventeen  persons, tw elvo ladies and five gentlem en. 
A n  exten sio n  din in g tab le  w ith th e  leaves -in, ran  
diagon ally from  co rn er to  co rn er o f  th e  back p arlo r, 
which com m u nicated  by folding doors with th e  adjoining  
room . M rs  .T h a y e r  seated  h e rse lf  a t  th e  cen tre  o f  the  
tab le  w ith h e r  back to  th e  m antle, and th e  re s t o f  us 
w ere placed  in su ch  an o rd e r  th a t  so fa r  as  possible p e r­
sons o f th e  tw o sexes  a ltern ated . T he doors o f  th e  tw o  
room s opening in to  th o  passage had previously been  
lock ed, and I  placed th e  keys in m y p o c k e t ; tho windows 
w ere  fastened down and th e  blinds closed. T h e  single  
can d le  w as th en  extin gu ish ed , and w e w ere le ft in p ro ­
foun d darkness. M y  statio n  w as n e x t  to  th e  m edium  
a t  h e r  left hand, and M rs . H o u g h to n  s a t  a t  th e  o th er  
side. I  w as p erm itted  to  p lace  m y fo o t on  h e r  tw o feet, 
and to  lay  a  h an d upon h er’s , so th a t  frau d  on hor p art  
w as im possible. W e  fell to  singing, o f  course, as  this 
seem s n ecessary  in all sp iritu al sean ces, and th e  ca p a ­
bilities o f  th e  hu m an e a r  w ere fully tested . T h e  m usic  
w as so bad a t  tim es th a t M rs . T h a y e r expressed  a  con -
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v ictio n  th a t  w e would s ca re  .nil th e  « p in ts  w ithin tw en ty  
m iles  o f  th e  place, which g e n tle  h in t prod u ced  n 
sensible etj'ect in m od eratin g  th e  volum e and im ­
p rov in g  th e  qu ality  o f  th o  sound. A fte r  a  tim e  I  fe lt  
th o  m edium  grow ing u n easy, as th ou g h  she w ere  
stru g g lin g  w ith som e greal gu sh es o f  e le c tr ic ity  th a t  

assed th rou gh  h er f ra m e ; h er hands g rew  cold , her 
r ca th  lab ored , sh e  sighed and e m itte d  sup pressed  

g ro an s, and h e r  w hole system  seem ed in lab or. P r e ­
sen tly  I  h eard  a  n a t te r  o f  leaves, and th en  a  th u d , as if  
n clod ot e a rth  had fallen upon th e  b are m ahogany  
tab le , and as  a  flow er, cool to t he to u ch , dropped upon my 
han d, th e re  cam e a  w h iffe t sw eet odors to  m y nose, and  
all a ro u n d  th e  b o ard  people would exclaim  th a t som e­
th in g  had been drop ped before th em  o r th ru s t into  
th e ir  hands.

A  lig h t w as th en  dem anded, and w hen th e  can d le  was 
l i t  a  ch arm in g  sig h t presented  itself. The. ta b le  was 
n early  covered  w ith flowers and p lan ts, all fresh  and  
sp ark lin g  with dew drops. L e t  m e a tte m p t to  ca ta lo g u e  
som e th em . T h ere  was a  bunch o f  flow ering alm on d, a  
calln lilly, sp rays o f  fern , tw o g re a t leaves o f  palm , tw o  
B o n n e  Celine roses, a  blush ro se , tw o crim son  ro ses, a 
n u m b er o f  double and single pinks, heliotrop e, pansies, 
snow b erry , a  p atch  o f  grow ing m oss, w ith d irt adh ering  
to  th e  ro o ts , as  though i t  had ju s t  been to rn  from  its 
bed , and a  w ax b egonia, w ith a potful o f  d irt a tta ch e d ,  
ju s t  as  if  em p tied  o u t o f a  pot a m om en t before and laid 
upon tho ta b le . T h is w as in fro n t o f  a Indy who in ­
form ed th o  com pany th at it w as a p e rfe ct te s t  to  h er, as 
h e r  sp irit s is te r  had told h er th e  d ay  before th a t  if  she 
w ould com e here, th a t  sho w ould receive th is p lan t ns a  
p re se n t from  h er, and sh e  had co m e tw o hu nd red m iles to  
m ake th e  exp erim en t.

I  m ade carefu l co u n t o f  tho variou s p lan ts  ly in g  before  
us, and foun d th e y  num bered eig h ty -tw o . C on sid erin g  
th o  bulk th a t such a  collection  w ould m ak e,an d  tho fa cts  
th a t  th e  flow ers w ero fresh, un cru m p led, and th o  petals  
covered  w ith dew, i t  ap p ears con clu sive th a t n e ith er  
M rs. T h a y e r  n o r an y  possible co n fed era te  could have  
b ro u g h t th em  in to  th e  room . B u t  I  receiv ed  from  a  
gen tlem an  w hose a cq u ain tan ce  I  w as fo rtu n ate  enough  
to  m ake, e ith e r  th is even in g , o r  upon a  su b seq uent 
one, p ro o f o f  M rs . T h ay o r's  good faith  w hich is very  
sa tisfa cto ry . 1

A H EA T H ER  FRO M  T H E  O R A M PIA N  H IL L S .
T h e  gen tlem an  is  M r. M c M u rtr ie , a  civil en g in e e r by 

p rofession , and b ro th er-in -law  o f  one o f  o u r  m o st em i­
n e n t astro n o m ers. H e  has la t te rly  been looking in to  
th o  sp iritu al phenom ena and e xp erim en tin g  in variou s  
w ays w ith cau tion  and in tellig en ce . O n e d ay , in a 
p riv a te  sean ce , w ith som o B o sto n  m edium , lie received  a  
com m u n ication  from  th e  alleged sp irit o f  a  re la tiv e  who 
died in S co tlan d , o f w hich co u n try  ho ivns a  n ative. Tho  
sp irit to ld  him i f  h o w ould go to  th o  flow er m edium 's  
c ircle , he w ould b rin g him a  whole living h e a th e r p lant 
fro m  his n ative  m oun tain s. I t  hap pen ed th a t  M rs. 
T h a y e r w as to  hold a  sean ce  a t  a p riv a te  h o u se, w ith a 
picKed com p an y o f  ladies and gen tlem en  ; so, keep in g  
his ow n cou n sel, M r . M c M u rtr ie  ob tain ed perm ission  fo 
m ak e one o f  th e  com p an y T h o first th in g  th a t  was 
drop ped on  th e  ta b le  w as a  full-grow n h e a th e r  in bloom  
w ith a  clod o f  d ir t  on  th o  ro o ts , and th re e  an g lo  w orm s  
w rig g lin g  in th o  samo.

O f  co u rse  I  exam in ed  th o  sta lk s  o f  th e  p lan ts and  
flow ers a t  m y f irs t sean ce  w ith a tte n tio n , to  se e  w h eth er  
th e y  h ad  b een  c u t  ofT, brok en o r  to rn . I  n o ticed  a  very  
s tra n g e  p h enom en a. T h e  stalk s h ad been broken off—  
n o t s h o r t  off, b u t w ith  a  thin ribbon o f  b ark  a t  one side 
— a n d  aro u n d  th e  f ra c tu re , in a lm o st ev ery  case  w as a  
l i t t le  r in g  o f  hlack , as  th o u g h , i t  ap p eared , an e le c tric  
c u r r e n t  h ad  effected  som o ch em ical a c tio n  in th e  
chlorophyl.

T E S T  SEA N C E A T  M R . H OUOUTON’ s  H O U SE.
T w o  even in g s a f te r  th is  I  m e t M rs . T h a y e r  a t  M r. 

H o u g h to n ’s h o u se , and w e had a  p riv ate  sean ce . T h ere  
w ere  on ly  p re s e n t M r . a n d  M rs. H o u g h to n , M rs . T h a y e r  
a n d  m yself. T h e  s ittin g  began in th o  lib ra ry , b u t 
finish ed in th e  room  ad join in g . T h o  g a s  w as e x tin ­
gu ish ed , a n d  w e jo in e d  han ds. W e  w aited  lo n g  before  
a n y  p h en o m en a o c c u rre d , and th e  m edium  w as read y  to  
c r y  in  h e r  d isap p o in tm en t th a t  ju s t  w hen i t  w as m ost

essen tial fur h e r  re p u ta tio n  th a t  so m eth in g  should com e  
«ho w as pow erless. I  confessed  th a t  I  sh a re d  no such  
feelin g, for to  m y m ind th e  b e s t  p ro o f  o f  re a l inedium - 
sliip is often  th e  failu re  o f  th e  p h enom en a to  ap p e a r a t  
th e  v e ry  tim e w hen th o  m edium  m o st d esires  th e m ; 
tr ick s te rs  suffer n o su ch  m isfo rtu n es. P a t ie n t  w aiting, 
in th is  case a t  leas t, w as n o loss ; fo r  j u s t  w hen wo 
w ere  read y  to  q u it th e  room  th e re  ca m e  a p a t te r  upon  
th e  tab ic , a n d  im m ed iately  a f te r  th e  od o u rs  o f  flowers. 
W o  lit th e  g a s , and th e re  w e found o n e  blush ro se , one  
B o n n e  C elin e , tw o crim son  roseb u d s, a n d  one w hite  
pink. T h e  g as w as tu rn e d  o u t ag a in , a n d  a f te r  awhile 
th e re  ca m e  a  lo u d e r soun d, and up on  re lig h tin g  wo 
found a lo n g  stalk  o f  th e  A n n u n cia tio n  lily  b earin g  ten  
buds upon it, w h ich  M rs . H o u g h to n  su b seq u en tly  verified 
a« brok en from  one o f  h e r  p la n ts  in th e  g ard en . T h is wns 
tho on ly  flow er o f  th e  ev en in g  th a t  co u ld  h av e  coine 
from  th o  place, fo r  tho w orm s had d estro y ed  ev ery  rose  
hush, and th e  only w hito pink in bloom  w as foun d by us 
upon its  bush a f te r  th e  sean ce .

T H E  F L O R A L  O I F T 8  O F  O N E E V E N IN G .
M rs. T h a y e r’s pu blic c irc le s  a r e  h eld  e a ch  W ed n esd ay  

and S a tu rd a y  even ing . T h e  adm ission is o n e  d o llar, and 
u su ally  from  fifteen to  tw e n ty  p erson s a re  in a tten d an ce . 
A t th e  se a n ce  o f  J u ly  11 , th e  follow in g a r tic le s  w ere  
b ro u g h t in, m y ca ta lo g u e  h av in g  been m ad e from  le ft to  
r ig h t all arou n d  th e  t a b le :— O n e m o n th ly  ro se , one ripe 
o ra n g e  on its b ran ch , one te a  ro se , o n e  B o n n e  Celine  
ro se , one sp rig  o f  sw eet h o n eysu ck le , o n e  b ran ch  o f  
cy p re ss , one brow n h e a th e r, tw o w h ite  and carn atio n  
pinks, a s ta lk  o f  th re e  crim so n  roseb u d s, o n e  te a  rose, a  
w hole p lan t o f  p a rlo r  ivy, th ir ty -se v e n  in ch es lo n g , w ith  
a  potful o f  d irt a tta ch e d  to  its  ro o ts , th e  w h ole weighing  
fou r p o u n d s ; a  S co tch  h e a th e r  a n d  a  sp ra y  o f  sw eet 
h o n eysu ck le (b o th  m en tally  d em and ed b y  th e  recip ien t, 
M r. M c M u rtr ie )  ; a  h elio tro p e, sev era l p an sies , a  B onn e  
C elin e , ask ed  fo r  m en ta lly  b y th e  r e c i p ie n t ; a  fern  loaf 
( O n ichium  u u ra tu m ), on o w h ite  p in k , o n e  c a rn a tio n , and 
on e pansy ; m ig n o n ette  and oxnlis ; o n e  p an sy , tw o  tern s  
(F e l lo e  V ir id is  and A d i a n h m  h isp id u lu m  o f  th o  E a s t  
In d ie s) , fo u r te a  ro se s , one ca rn a tio n , o n e  w ax  begonia, 
w ith d irt and a ll, j u s t  as  lifted  o u t o f  th e  p o t ;  ono 
crim so n  ro se , a  p a tch  o f  s h o r t  m o ss, w ith d i r t ; on o fern , 
on o h o n eysu ck le , o n e  ca lla  lily, p laced  in  m y bosoni, and 
a la rg e  bunch o f  sm ilax  w hich d ro p p ed  on  m y face from  
a  h eigh t, as  I  had m y h ead  th ro w n  b ack  to  re lie v e  tho  
ted iou su ess o f  m y p osition . A ll th o  flow ers an d  plants  
w ere g em m ed  w ith  dew d rop s ; all th e  s te m s  w ere  broken  
off and show ed th e  fain t b lack  rin g s aro u n d  th e  fra c tu re , 
and a ll th e  p eta ls  and leav es w e re  cold  to  th e  to u ch  in­
stead  o f  b ein g  w arm ish , as  th e y  w ould  b ad th e y  been  
lo n g  g a th e re d  an d  k e p t a b o u t th e  p e rso n  o f  som o ono. 
W h e n  I  add th a t  on  th is  o ccasio n , as  up on  ev o ry  o th e r, 
th o  d oors w e re  ca re fu lly  lo ck ed , th e  w indow  sh u tters  
fasten ed , an d  th e  prem ises s e a rch e d , th e  im prob ability  
o f  tr ic k e ry  will be ap p aren t.

Y o u  know  th a t  I  g e n e ra lly  m ak e th o ro u g h  w ork o f  
m y sp iritu alistic  in v estig atio n s, an d  it  w ill bo in ferred  
th a t  in com in g to  con clu sion s favorab le  to  M r s . T h ay er 's  
m edium ship I  w as n o t  h a s ty . I t  w ould , h o w ever, bo 
un profitab le to  y o u r  re a d e rs  fo r  m e  to  d escrib e  in detail 
tho sean ces, p u b lic  a n d  p riv a te , I  h eld  w ith  h e r  during  
th o  fivo w eek s o f  su m m er v acatio n  I  d ev oted  to  th is  
case  ; o n e  alm o st suffices fo r  a ll. I t  is  th e  m o st ch arm ­
ing p h ase o f  m edium ship I  havo e v e r  seen , a n d , unlike  
e v e ry  o th e r , has no d isag reeab le  side. T o  s it  in a  sealed  
room  a n d  be rain ed  u p o n  b y  f ra g r a n t flow ers, b ro u g h t 
none know  w h en ce, by u n k n ow n  and invisible hands, 
is to  en joy a  r a re  p leasu re . C h arm in g  th e  “ circle”  
su re ly  is,

W h en  op en in g  ro se s  b re a th in g  sw eets diffuse,
A n d  so ft ca rn a tio n s  sh ow er th e ir  b alm y  dew s ;
W h e r e  lilies sm ile  in v irgin  ro b es  o f  w h ite ,
T h e  th in  u n d ress o f  su p erficia l lig h t,
A n d  varied  tu lip s show so d azzlin g  g a y ,
B lu sh in g  in  b rig h t v arie ties  o f  day.

N o t  on ly  th o  flow ers o f  th e  g ard en , th e  field , and tho  
g reen h o u se , a n d  e x o tic  p la n ts  a r e  b ro u g h t to  M rs. 
T h a y e r 's  g u e sts , b u t  a lso  flow ers a n d  sh ru b s w h ich  g ro w  
only in sw am ps, leav es o f  fo re s t tre e s , b ra n ch e s  o f  n ative  
a n d  fo re ig n  f ru it  tr e e s , b e a rin g  th e ir  ju ic y  spoils, 
b u n ch es o f  g ra p e s , and so m etim es t o  th e  con fu sio n  o f
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vu lgar d o u b ters, o n io n s, c u cu m b e rs , a n d  o th e r  v eg etab les  
they sa tir ica lly  c a ll for. A  f a t  b u tc h e r— o n e  o f  your 
clever ones who a r e  “ n o t to  be fooled  b y sp irits” —  
actu ally  had a  fo u r p oun d s tr in g  o f  his ow n sausages  
flung arou n d  his n e ck , a n d  his b e s t c o a t, as  a n  ey e­
w itness to ld  m e, w as finely b esm eared .

I  m u st a d d  a  few  p a ra g ra p h s  to  m y n o te-b o o k  before  
closing, and a t  th e  sam e tim e  e x p re s s  r e g r e t  th a t th e  
circu m scrip tio n  o f  sp a ce  fo rces  th e  e x clu sio n  o f  m any  
facts  o f  eq u al in te re s t .

P K E S E N T S  FItO M  T H E  O B E A T  JOHN' K IN O .
O n th e  even in g  o f  J u l y  7 t h ,  a  se le c t p a r ty  o f  ladies 

and gen tlem en  s a t  w ith  M r s . T h a y e r  a ro u n d  th e  tab le  
in M r. H o u g h to n 's  d in in g  room . T h e re  w ere  rappings  
and poun din gs fo r  a  w h ile , an d  th e n  th e re  cam e a  sharp  
crash upon th e  m a h o g an y  w h ich  in d u ced  us to  lig h t th e  j 
chandelier a t  o n ce . W e  foun d b efo re  us tw o ston es I 
h alf as la rg e  as  o n o 's  fist, an d  a  com m on iron-bladed j 
tab le knife o f  a  m o s t q u a in t sh ap e. T h e  p oin t o f  the  
blade was h a lf  as  w ide ag ain  as  th e  r e s t ,  a  sem i-circu lar  
p ro tu b eran ce  b ein g  m ad e  a t  th e  b a ck , ns th ou g h  it  w ere  
intended fo r  a  p e rso n  to  e a t  h is  food, p eas and a ll, 
m ostly w ith th e  kn ife. M y  b en ign  and distinguish ed  
sp irit friend, S ir  H e n r y  M o rg a n , a lia s  J o h n  K in g ,w h o se  
wonderful p e rfo rm a n ce s  fo r  m e in P h ilad elp h ia  a re  d e ­
tailed a t  le n g th  in m y  book, “ P e o p le  from  th e  O th er  
W o rld ,”  in form s u s  th a t  h o h ad b ro u g h t th is  curiou s  
im plem ent from  N o  M a n ’s L a n d , a n d  th e  n e x t  m orn in g  
i t  has m y ste rio u sly  d isap p eared  from  th e  p lace  w h ere  I  
had lain i t  b efo re  re tir in g .

O ne a fte rn o o n  in th e  c o u rse  o f  a  drive I  visited  
F o re s t  H ills  C e m e te ry , a n d  p assin g  th ro u g h  th e  g reen  
house my a tte n tio n  w as s tr u c k  by a  cu rio u s  p la n t w ith  
long, n arrow  leav es s tr ip e d  w ith  w hite an d  p ale  g reen , 
th e  w hite p re p o n d e ra tin g . I t  w as th e  D racam a E e g in i.  
W ith  m y b lu e  p en cil I  m a rk e d  up on  o n e  o f  th e  leaves  
th e  cabalistic s ig n  o f  th e  in te rla ce d  trian g les , com m only  
called “ S o lom on 's S e a l ,” a n d  req u ested  th e  sp irits  to  
bring i t  to  m e a t  th e  c ir c le  o n  th e  follow ing evening.
I  pu rp osely  s a t  a t  M r s . T h a y e r ’s rig h t upon th is o c c a ­
sion, and held h e r  h an d s, w h en  sud denly I  fe lt som e­
th in g cool a n d  m o is t d ro p  up on m y han d, and w hen the  
candle w as l i t  foun d it  to  be m y m a rk e d  leaf. 1 w ent 
to  th e  g re e n  h o u se a g a in , an d  foun d th a t  th e  leaf  
selected  by m e h ad a c tu a l ly  b een  b ro k en  oft’.

A t  th e  sea n ce  o f  J u l y  2 1 ,  th e re  w ere  b ro u g h t to  me 
(as alleged by so m e O rie n ta l  sp ir it who claim ed to be 
in terested  in m y  r e c e n t  read in g s  o f  th e  O ccu ltis ts ' 
au th o rs) a  bu d  o f  th e  E g y p tia n  L o to s  and a  b ra n ch  o f  
th a t  m ost cu rio u s  o f  p la n ts , th e  Coccolaba P la ty cla d a , o r  
flat-b ran ch ed  lo b e b e r r y , w h ich  w as discovered  b y M ilne, 
a t  W an d  e re r  B a y , S o lo m o n ’s  Isla n d , d u rin g  th e  v o y ag e  !
H .M .S . H era ld .

F I.O W E B S, B IB D S , PEA C H ES AND P E B B I.E 8 .

T h e  light w as extingu ished again , and a f te r  the elapse 
o f an o th er ten  m inutes religh ted . This tim e th ere  were 
flowers. T h ere  w ere four beautiful ro seb u d s ; one 
B on n e Celine to r  M rs. B righ am , w hose favorite it is ; 
tw o tern s  (P le r is  Jlabella ta  o f  A frica , and A ndean!um  
cuneatum  ot B ra z il), and one w ax p lant with a flower 
upon it. A s th e  m atch  was stru ck  a little  bird o f  th e  
size o f  th e  com m on En glish  sparrow  flew off th e  tab le , 
and w as ca u g h t and secu red . E n cou raged  by th is su c ­
cess , we darkened th e  room  again, and alm ost instantly  
th e  m edium  exclaim ed  th a t  “ th e y "  had p u t a pebble m 
h er m outh . W e  lit up, and found h er, su re enough, 
holding a sm all, flat, sm ooth, w hite pebble in her m outh, 
which she could n o t have p u t  th ere  herself. W o  e x ­
tingu ished th e  cand le again , and sa t for som e tim e w ith­
o u t an y  resu lts . M r s .T h a y e r  had been quite ill all th a t  
day, and said e a rly  in th e  even in g th a t  she wished the 
sp irits  w ould b rin g  h e r  som o peaches. Suddenly wo 
h eard  som o hard sub stances dropping on th e  tablo, and 
th en  th e re  cam e a g re a t flu tter  o f  w ings, a  rush as  o f  
som ething th rou gh  th e  a ir , and , a  ligh t being had in ­
s ta n tly , th e re  lay before M rs . T h ay er eight rip e peaches, 
an d  n e a r th e  ceilin g o f  th e  room  flew a m ilky-w hite fan­
tailed  pigeon. T h is was enough for one evening— we 
had had flowers, f ru it, birds, and a  m ineral b rou gh t, bo 
w ith expressions o f  m utu al satisfaction we con g ratu lated  
th e  m edium  and to ok  ou r leavo.

T h a t I  was satisfied as  to  th e  genuine m ediumship of 
M r. T h ay er, h er g en era l good ch aracter, h er honosty of 
p u rp ose , and h e r  in h eritan ce  o f  h er s tran g o  pow ers, will 
n o t be dou b ted . B u t  I  will n o t u n d ertak e to  say th at  
she is different from  th e  m ajority  o f  m edium s, and never 
reso rted  to  trick . This w ould be im possible. B u t  th at  
I  d etected  h e r  in an y  su ch  a tte m p t du rin g a  series o f  
exp erim en ts exten d in g  ov er fivo w eeks is  n o t tru e . 
M ed iu m s, especially th e  women, a re  given to  m utu al 
s la n d e r ; like p ain ters, m usicians, and a c to rs , and one is 
n o t safe  in bblieving all ono h oars from  th em  o f each  
oth er, or, for th a t  m a tte r , w h at th ey  say  o f  th eir own

Eerform an ces. T h ere  have been isolated cases  o f  flower­
rin g in g  in th e  p resen ce  o f o th e r  m edium s, b u t M rs. 

T h a y e r is th e  tru e  A m erican  F lo ra . I n  E n g lan d  they  
have h er co u n te rp a rt in a  M rs . G uppy (M iss  N ich oll), 
w hose m edium ship will bo found fully described a t  
pp . 1 5 3 , 2 0 0 , 2 7 7 , 2 7 1  and 3 7 2  o f  th e  L ond on D ialec­
tica l S o cie ty 's  “ R e p o rt on Spiritualism ,”  a w ork  which 
m ay bo h ad in th is co u n try .

H E N R Y  S . A L C O T T .

A D V E R S I T Y .
M B S . T n A T E B  BA G G ED .

M y  la s t ev en in g  w ith  M r s . T h a y e r  w as a  te s t  seance, 
specially a rra n g e d  f o r  m e  b y  th e  co u rte sy  o f  M rs. 
B righ am , w ho feels  a  d eep  in te r e s t  in h e r  p ro te g e , and  
w as d eterm in ed  th a t  I  sh ou ld  n o t  leav e  B o s to n  w ith a  
single d o u b t a s  to  th e  gen u in en ess o f  M rs . T h a y e r ’s 
m edium ship. T h e  sea n ce  w as in  M r s . T h a y e r ’s p arlo r, 
and th e re  w ere  p r e s e n t  M r s . B rig h am , M r . G . P . R eed , 
M r. and M r s . C h a rle s  H o u g h to n , M r . G . W .  T ra in , M r. 
M itch ell ( th e  b e s t  c la irv o y a n t I  e v e r  m e t) ,  M rs . T h a y e r  
and m y self— e ig h t in  a ll. E v e r y  p erso n  p re s e n t allow ed  
h im self an d  h e r s e lf  t o  be se a rch e d  f o r  co n cealed  birds  
o r  flow ers, a n d  I  p u t  M r s . T h a y e r  in a  b ag , m ade fo r  me 
o f m osquito n e t tin g , w ith  a  s in g le  seam  and a  d raw ­
strin g  a t  th e  m o u th . I t  h ad  n o t  been in M rs  T h a y e rs ’ 
hands, an d  th e  seam  w as ca re fu lly  exam in ed  j u s t  b efore  
she step p ed  in to  th e  b a g , I  d rew  th e  s tr in g  tig h tly  
ab o u t h e r  n e ck , a n d  tie d  an d  fa s te n e d  i t  beh in d in such  
a  w ay th a t  i t  w as im p ossib le  f o r  h e r  to  ta m p e r  w ith  th e  
k n o ts . I n  f a c t , I  h ad  to  c u t  th e m , a f te r  th e  sean ce , to  
release  th e  m ed iu m  fro m  th e  d u ress . I  to o k  th e  a d ­
dition al p re ca u tio n  o f  se a rch in g  M r s . T h a y e r 's  dress  
b efore b ag g in g  h e r , a s  a  s tu p id  lie  w as in c ircu la tio n  th a t  
she w ore a  ru b b e r  b a g  in  w h ich  to  c a r r y  flow ers and  
keep th e m  m o ist. T h e  l ig h t  w as p u t  o u t a t  8 .2 5 .  W e  
^  te n  m in u tes , re lig h te d  th e  can d le , foun d n o th in g , 

' “ ‘th ou g h  th e  m ed iu m  ,h a d  g iv en  th e  u su al signs o f  th e  
p assage  o f  th e  f o rc e  th ro u g h  h e r  sy stem , in groan s, 
sh u d d ers, a n d  in v o lu n ta ry  m u scu la r  m ovem ents.

ST0  lifo is secu re  from  ad v ersity . “ M an  is born unto  
ro u b le  as th e  sparks fly u p w ard ." B ack  th ro u g h  th e  
roars o f  hum an ex isten ce  nono w ere ever exem p t, and  
n th e  m oving m ass o f  in telligen ce o f  to -d ay  th cro  is no  
ixception . Suddenly, o r  by th e  fo recast shadow s of 
'uturo even ts, sorrow  ap p ro ach es th e  su n n iest h eart, 
[low  th e  soul shrinks, trem b les, reb els, and rou ses its 
■nergies to  re sist it , as  w ith sharpened blade i t  cu ts  
uvay a t  th e  prid e, stabs tho aflections, and overpow ers 
he will. A h  ! som ehow it  has en tered  w ith its  sm art  
md its  s tin g . W h e re fo re , why is th o  hallowed ground  
listurbed ?  W h y  does death , d ece it, o r un tow ard  for- 
;une, a tta ck  th a t  w hich is  d earest, till hopes lio low, 
ind am bitions a r e  cru sh ed  ?  I s  i t  n o t th a t  a  voice un- 
leeded in tho tu m u lt o f  jo y o u s  life, m ay  h e re  speak, bo 
leard , be obeyed ?  W ith  th o  upheaval o f  th e  soil, a re  
lep osited  g erm s, from  w hich sp rin g  buds o f  p atien ce  
■he te n d cre s t love, ap p reciation  o f  o th ers  woes, and all 
aeavenly asp iration s. J u s t  here , th e  soul learns som e­
thing o f  itse lf , its littlen ess, its  p o v e r ty ; and fa r  away 
s ab le  to  tra c e  to  its  sourco tho ligh t th a t  th u s  reveals  
tso lf  to  its  ow n consciousness. I t  learn s to  be still, and  
in ow  its  G od . W ith  p u rp oses all hushed in th o  will ot 
m o th e r, u n d er th e  cloud and d ark n ess, i t  roads tho 
lesson o f a  fa th e r ’s g e n tle  lcad iu g , and in tru stfu l su b ­
mission confides all to  H im  who n ev er slum bers.— bum- 
•ncrland M essenger.
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A N O T H E R  M I N I S T E R  E M B R A C E S  

S P I R I T U A L I S M .

'LETTER FROM REV »11. AI.COTT.

I hold i t  to bo a  solem n  d u ty , M r . E d ito r , (b ind in g  
upon my co n scien ce , a t  le a s t,)  th a t  w hen, Irom  light 
received  from  w h atever q u a rte r  i t  m ay com e, I am  led 
to  discard  all p recon ceiv ed  ideas o f  religious th o u g h t  
and d o ctrin e , and ad o p t a  new  and en tirely  an tagon istic  
th eory  o f  prin ciples, to  openly and boldly proclaim  such  
ch an g e o f  view s. E s p e cia lly  is i t  d u e  to  th e  d e a r  
frien ds w ho in y e a rs  p ast have listen ed  e ag erly  to  my 
teach in g s, an d  who have regard ed  me as  an  honest, 
tru th fu l and s in ce re  exp o n en t o f  th e  A rm en ian  th eolo gy, 
th a t  I  should plainly and em p h atically  publish to  them  
an d  to  th e  w orld m y e n tire  and co m p lete  recan ta tio n  
from  a ll th e  d o ctrin es  and th eories th a t  I have p re­
viou sly  sin cere ly  believed an d  honestly ta u g h t.

T o -d ay  I  d eclare , w ith a  rich  feeling o f  jo y  u n sp eak ­
ab le , I  am  a  S p ir itu a lis t ! Y e s ,  a  S p iritu alist, a ccep tin g  
all th a t  th e  term  im plies ; believing all its teachings, 
a cce p tin g  its  d o ctrin es  jo yfu lly , drin kin g in its p u re, 
delicious s tream s o f  life-giving tr u th , wisdom  and  
p u rity , revellin g  in th e  rich  fullness o f  its b eau teou s  
in sp iratio n s, and feeling m y in ner n a tu re  th ro b b in g  with 
p u lsatio n s o f  jo y  u n d er th e  influence o f  its  b rig h t 
unfoldings.

F o r  m any y e a rs  I  have been a believer and a  te a ch e r  
o f  th e  d o ctrin es ta u g h t by M r. W esley  ; and perm it mo 
to  say  I  w as hon est in th a t  b elief and e a rn e st in my 
teach in g s. I  w en t ab o u t from  p lace to  p lace , te llin g  
th e  s to ry  o f  th e  c ro ss  freely . W ith o u t m oney o r  p rice  
I  d isp ensed m y m in is tra tio n s ;  I  en d u red  hu n g er, 
fa tig u e , privation , and en cou n tered  p ersecu tio n  and  
p ecu n iary  loss b ecau se  I  deem ed it my d u ty  to  endure  
re p ro a ch  for C h rist's  sak e. L ik e  P a u l 1 lab ored  w ith  
m y hands th a t I  m igh t be ch argeab le  to  no m an, and 1 
feel p rou d  to -d ay  th a t du rin g a period o f  e ig h t y e a rs  o f  
e a rn e s t m inisterial lab or, th e  e n tire  com p en sation  1 
received  did n o t am o u n t to  o n e  hu nd red d o llarj. I  feel

Siroud o f  th is  fa c t  on th e  grou n d  th a t no m an can  grieve  
o r having supplied m e w ith funds fo r  te a ch in g  him  

d o ctrin es th a t  1 now c le a rly  see  w ere n o t on ly  u n tru e , 
b u t p ernicious in th e ir  ten d en cy .

B u t a  ch an g e has com e ov er m y m en tal n a tu re , and  
li ttle  by little , d u rin g th e  p ast tw o y e a rs , th e  scales  
h av e been falling from  m y ey es . A t  lirst I  b eg an  to  
se e  th e  u t t e r  in ju stice  o f  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  end less m isery , 
an d  th e  gro ss  blasphem y o f  ch a rg in g  th e  lovin g F a th e r  
w ith m align ancy and h atred , ascrib in g to  his p u re, w ise, 
j u s t  and lovin g c h a ra c te r , th e  h atefu l p rop en sity  of 
p a rtia lity  to  som e o f  his c re a tu re s , b ecau se  th ey  had  
im bibed th o  chim erical id ea th a t  if  th e y  on ly  m en tally  
acq u iesced  in c e rta in  creed s, o r  believed in a sim ple  
a b s tr a c t  d o ctrin e , th e  F a t h e r  o f  a ll, to o  w ise  t o  e r r ,  to o

food to  be unkind, w ould give th e m  a  hom e in th e  
ouse n o t  m ade w ith hands, e te rn a l in th e  heavens, and  

con sig n  all th e  r e s t  o f  his c re a tu re s  to  u t te r  a n d  i r r e ­
deem ab le w oo. I  saw  how u tte rly  a t  v arian ce  w ith all 
reco gn ized  p rin cip les  o f  ju s t ic e  ! t  w ould be to  tak e  
g u ilt  and consoq uonces o f g u ilt  from  tho sh ou ld ers of 
th e  re a l crim in al, and p lace  i t  up on  th e  b ack  o f  an 
in n o ce n t p erso n . I  learn ed  to  believe t h a t  i f  I  w ould  
w alk  in  th e  w ay  o f  righ teou sn ess and be h o ly  in life and  
co n v ersatio n , 1  m u st n o t  r e s t  s e cu re  in th e  im pu ted  
rig h teo u sn ess  o f  a n o th e r, n o r  like a  crip p led  sou l lean  
e v e r y  m o m en t u p o n  a n o th e r 's  s tre n g th , b u t, if I  w anted  
t o  be p u re , I  m u st c lean se m yself, I  m u st p lan t m y fee t  
in  th e  w ay  o f  t r u th , a n d  s tan d  up on m y ow n m erits.

A t  so m e f u tu re  tim e  I  m a y  d e ta il so m e o f  th e  
e x p e rie n ce s  th a t  led  m e to  ad o p t th e  S p iritu al P h il­
oso p h y , b u t l e t  m e briefly s a y  now  th a t  I  fully and  
co m p lete ly  believe th e  d o ctrin e  o f  a  co n tin u ed  l i f e ;  
th a t  sp ir it fo rm s d raw  n e a r  to  th e ir  loved ones o n  e a rth . 
I  do know  o f  a  tru th  th a t  sp ir it m essen g ers have com o  
t o  m e ; th a t  th e y  v isit m e daily, and a lth o u g h  invisible  
t o  m y  p h y sical s ig h t, th e y  sw eetly  m an ifest th em selv es  
t o  m y sen se  o f  h e a rin g , fee lin g  a n d  to u ch . I  know  
th e s e  m an ifes ta tio n s  a r e  o f  G od , b ecau se  I  find m y  
s p i r i t  n a t u r e  so arin g  d aily  in to  a  h ig h e r p lan e o f  p u rity f  
M y  th o u g h ts , m y  a sp ira tio n s , m y faith  in G od , m y hopes

o f  th o  u lt im a le  h ap p in e ss  o f  h u m a n ity , n re  a l l  h eig h ten ed  
an d  b rig h te n e d  by th e  r ic h  u n fo ld in g s o f  th is  b e a u tifu l 
re lig io n  w hich lias co m e to  m e in  th e  la te r  d ay s o f  my 
e a r th  life . W i l l i a m  A l c o t t .
Lute. L o ra l P rea ch er  o f  the M . JS. C h u rch , W illia m sb u rg , 
M ass.
B n ck lan d , M ass  , F e b ru a ry  2 0 ,  1 8 7 5 .— B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t.

L I F E  E T E R N A L .

T ranslated  from th e  G erman b y  C . W .  R o iin k ii.
A s th e  re a d e rs  o f  th e  H a r b in g e r  o f  L i g h t  a r e  on ly  

very  ra re ly  su p p lied  w ith a c co u n ts  o f  th o  p ro g ress  o f  
sp iritu al scien ce  and li te ra tu re  on th o  C o n tin e n t, esp eci­
a lly  in G e rm a n y  and F r a n c e , E n g lish  an d  A m erican  
sp iritu alism  offering a  re a d ie r  a n d  less difficult a c ce s s  in 
con seq u en ce  o f  th e  obvious id en tity  o f  th e  idiom s used in 
th o se  co u n tries , i t  will, I  hope, n o t be n e ce ssa ry  for mo to  
ap ologise  fo r  now , and th en  b rin g in g  u n d er th e  n o tice  of 
y o u r  su b scrib ers  su ch  sp ecim en s o f  F r e n c h  an d  G erm an  
sp iritu alistic  li te ra tu re  as  I deem  w o rth y  o f  p reserv ation  
and p rop agation  th ro u g h  th o  m ed iu m  o f  o u r  only  
a u ro ra l h erald  o f  a  new  e r a  in A u stra lia . I  shall, 
th erefo re , w ith y o u r  p erm issio n , tr a n s la te  fo r  this 
m on th 's  issue, a  highly in stru ctiv e  com m u n ication  
se lec ted  from  th e  la s t  c h a p te r  o f  A d elm a von Y a y 's  
ce leb ra ted  w o rk , e n title d  “  S lu d ien  fiber d ie  G eister-  
w e lt,"  s tu d ies  a b o u t th e  w orld  o f  sp irits . Thoso  
acq u ain ted  w ith co n tin en ta l sp iritism  w ill k n o w , w ithout 
m y m en tion in g  th e  fa ct , th a t  A d elm a von V a y  is a 
discip le o f  th e  la te  A llan  Iv a rd e c , a n d  co n seq u en tly  an  
a d h e re n t o f  th o  re in ca rn a tio n  th e o ry , w h ich , u n til now, 
h as m e t w ith so l i t t le  fa v o r b o th  in E n g la n d  and  
in A m erica . A s  tr u e  sp iritu alism  is  th e  la s t “ ism  ” in 
th e  w orld  th a t  will len d  itse lf  to  a  s tu b b o rn  an d  un­
yield in g d o gm atism , I  deem  it  u n n e ce ssa ry  to  do m oro  
th a n  m erely  m en tio n  th o  f a c t  t h a t  th o  a r tic le  below  is 
slig h tly  tin g ed  by a  b elief a p p a re n tly  su b sta n tia te d  by 
facts , a  larg e  n u m b er o f  w hich a r e  ad d u ced  in th e  book 
in q u estion , th a t  u n d er c e rta in  c ircu m sta n ce s  th e  spirits  
o f hu m an beings, a f te r  th e ir  p h y sical d e a th , rem ain  on 
th is  e a r th  m anifestin g th cm selveb a s  su ch , and o ften  only  
w aitin g  for a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  bo re b o rn  again  for tho  
p u rp o se  o f  p ro g ressiv e  p u rification  an d  d ev elop m en t. I  
shall now , w ith o u t a n y  f u r th e r  p re fa to ry  rem ark s, 
p ro ceed  to  m y task .

“  T h o v e ry  th o u g h t o f  a n  e te rn a l l i f e  is to  m any  
m inds in com p reh en sib le , in exp licab le , n a y , h ighly  dis­
ta s te fu l, and u tte r ly  re p u g n a n t. V e ry  m an y recoil 
w ith a n  u n feigned sh u d d er from  th is  sub lim e th o u g h t ; 
i t  is rea lly  painful to  th em  to  b elieve th a t  th is  e a r th  lifo 
o f  y o u rs  is n o t th o  f i n a l e  o f  th o  h u m an  lo t, and th at  
m an is com pelled  to  live fo r  ev er. A d d in g  to  this 
th o u g h t th a t  o th e r  o n e  o f  re n e w e d  in ca rn a tio n s , o r  in­
co rp o ra tio n s, in  th is  and o th e r  w orld s o f  th e  universo  
does n o t seem  to  lessen  th e  difficulty o f  th e  scientific  
( ? )  s ce p tic  in com p reh en d in g  th e  u n d y in g  n a tu re  o f  th e  
h u m an  soul. O n th o  c o n tra r y , to  th o  con firm ed  m a­
te r ia lis t  th o  th o u g h t o f  a  p e r f e c t  a n d  a b so lu te  d eath  (a  
logical im p o ssib ility ) o f  th o  sp ir it o f  m an , t h a t  is, of 
to ta l  e x tin c tio n  a n d  an n ih ilatio n , r a th e r  fu rn ish es a  
ce rta in  am o u n t o f  co n so la tio n , f o r , th e n  a ll resp o n si­
b ility  for g o o d  a n d  b ad a c tio n s  ceases , th e re  is  n e ith er  
rew ard  o r  p u n ish m en t, th e r e  a r e  n o  m o re  c a re s  and  
tro u b les , in  sh o rt, all is  o v e r  an d  en d ed . A t  th e  b o tto m  
o f  th is  a r d e n t d esire  o f  extin g u ish in g  th e  id ea o f  a  
fu tu re  e x is te n ce  o f  all fu tu re  resp on sib ilities, p ains, jo y s , 
c a re s , and sorrow s, lies a  s o r t  o f  se lf -co n tra d ic to ry  
egotism  ; in his c o n te s t  w ith  th is  id ea th e  blind m a­
te ria lis t  sacrifices  w illin gly  a n d  jo y fu lly  a ll th o  bliss o f  
sp iritu al lifo a n d  b e in g , w h ich  h e  is  o n ly  to o  g la d  to  
a cce p t as  a  fable in v en ted  to  sa tisfy  th e  vain  an d  silly  
crav in g s o f  w eak b rain s a f te r  im m o rta lity . B u t ,  how  
could th in g s  bo o th erw ise  ?  H o w  c a n  th e  in h a b ita n ts  of  
th o  e a r th  th in k  d ifferen tly  ?  A r e  n o t th e  m en  o f  th is  
e a r th  all fa llen  sp irits  ?  ( ? )  I s  i t  n o t  p ossib le , nay,
even p o sitiv ely  know n, th a t  m an y  m a te ria lis ts  h av e  in 
a n te rio r  e x is te n ce s  co m m itted  fa u lts  a n d  crim e s  which 
m ak e th e  th o u g h t o f  a  n ev er-en d in g  life  a n  in tolerab le  
b u rd en  to  th e m  ?  I s  th is  n o t  a  su fficien t re a so n  fo r  th e  
m a te ria lis t, a lth o u g h , p e rh a p s , u n co n scio u sly  so to  him ­
self, to  sm o th e r  th e  m em o ry  a n d  re co lle c tio n  o f  a  p ast
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life under a stout and obstinate denial of the possibility 
of a future existence ? Considering your life on earth as 
the only possible life you have, it becomes quite natural 
to you to detest the idea of an eternal life on such a 
planet ns yours, and under conditions over which the 
mind of man has little or no control. But on the other 
hand, if enlightened by a refined intuition and a deeper 
kind of reason, you believe in the transformations of 
the spirit, if you cling to the idea of eternal life, pro­
gress, and invariable amelioration, then will you learn 
to love and appreciate your present incarnation, were it 
never so hard and sad, then will you plant, your foot 
triumphantly on this terrestrial step of the celestial 
ladder which leads through dense clouds to an abode of 
light more sublime and ethereal. Consider, 0 , man, that 
thou art a spirit, who would not dwell on this earth if 
he had not a mission to fulfil here. Strive, therefore, 
to fulfil this mission ; have patience, make good use of 
your time, and reflect that this earth life is for thee 
only a second in the eternity ; let it bo a well employed 
useful second ; for then only will it be to thee a step in 
the ladder of the universe towards God, failing which, 
it will be an impediment to thy progress, and a sheer 
loss of time. Eternal laws, let mo assure thee, are 
ruling over you all, and there is no such thing as chance. 
This word, this idea, is purely human, an expression of 
mental weakness, and utterly unknown in the sphere of 
spirits. (?) This word is also the most unscientific 
term in the Babel dialect of materialistic philosophers, 
who, while plastering up the ugly cracks and gaps in the 
patchwork of their falsely so-called mental science with 
matter force and chance, think they have explained 
everything. Believe me there ¡8 no chance, for all is 
subordinate to law. It  often happens, however, that a 
law is counteracted by an opposite law, and is in conse­
quence thereof compelled to accomplish its end in a 
round-about manner, not unlike the process of vicarious 
circulation, when a larger blood vessel becomes stopped 
up, and the course of the blood has to bo completed by 
the collateral veins or arteries. Never say, for instance:
‘ I found it out by chance or accident.’ No, not by 
chance did you make the discovery, but by the un­
erring laws of your life, which is your real guardian 
spirit.. It  is of the utmost importance that the mental 
horizon ot the inhabitants of the earth be enlarged, not 
only with regard to their life on earth, but also with 
respect to the life to come. The lovo of life is almost 
in everyone of you ; some have a tender affection for 
the material life, some are more inclined for a spiritual 
life, be not afraid, therefore, lest eternity last too long 
ior you. The loss of life makes every moment of its 
course short, and thanking and praising your Maker, 
you will at last enter into the true and pure life of the 
spirit in the spheres, from whence you are at liberty to 
survey the whole univorse, so minute a portion of which 
w now accessible to your limited organs of vision. 
Eternal life I What a grand thought! A thought that 
can only bo fully understood and realised by a pure 
spirit; for, too irail and feeble is the evanescent struc­
ture of your thinking apparatus, the brain, to compress 
it joyfully and without mental writhing and agony. 
Mark this, however, we do not condemn the materialist 
who styles himself a deep thinker, and denies everything 
'vo assert, for we know full well he is unable to think 
and act differently; he must begin to learn first, for 
strength of mind is only gathered by degrees, and not in 
sudden jumps. And there can be no doubt that it re­
quires an immense strength of mind to conceive this 
graud eternal life, and this strength is wanting in the 
scoptic who denies it.”

Hero ends this communication.
In my next I  shall, with your approval, give you a 

translation from the same chapter, entitled “ Thoughts 
about War,” which were received inspirationally by the 
celebrated medium, Adelma von Vay, and which are 
nighly interesting on account of the prophetic spirit 
isvn \)orva<*es them ; for dating back as far as August, 
J.o70, they contain several facts, the meaning and bear- 
'ng oi which has only lately become manifest and intel­
ligible to the close observer and student of the phe- 
no“ ,°!;a of social and political life.

Lhiltern, 19th October, 1875.

SCIENTIFIC RELIGION.
E v id e n c e .

H aving  examined the evidence contained in the 
New Testament concerning the Atonement, the belief 
in which doctrine is held out as the criterion of salva­
tion by our intolerant persecutors, and shown how 
unsatisfactory it is, we shall only remind them before 
turning to the evidences in favor of Spiritualism, that 
they have forced us to this exposure, and assure them 
that there are other portions of Scripture we can 
refer to, which would astonish the public, and confound 
our opponents still more than those wo have quoted, 
which (if our bigoted friends persist in interfering with 
us and denying us the right of private judgment, which 
they exerciso for themselves) we will have recourse to ; 
though we would rather assist in establishing truth, 
and in disseminating the sound, beautiful and natural 
truths, which the Scriptures contain, than ex­
posing the corruption which have been introduced 
into the text, by the ignorant but well intentioned, or 
by wicked and designing men, during the dark ages. 
Tet some exposure must bo made, or the deception will 
still remain.

I  shall now show that the Scriptures harmonize with 
our views, with respect to the spirits who liavo left this 
state, having the power under certain circumstances, of 
communicating with their friends in the flesh.

Mark informs us that Moses and Elias appeared to 
Peter, James and John saying, “ see thou do it not, I 
am thy fellow-servant, nnd of thy Brethren that have 
the testimony of Jesus, worship God.” In both these 
cases we have examples of the spirits of the departed, 
communicating with and appearing to men in the flesh, 
and yet our orthodox opponents declare such communi­
cation between us nnd our spirit friends, to bo unlawful, 
and wicked ; though sanctioned by thoir divine Master.

As so many eminont men, who have paid much 
attention to tho phenomena of Spiritualism, have pub­
lished their experience to the world ; I  shall only refer 
our readers to a few of their publications; to onablo 
those who are investigating the subject to examine their 
writings.

Mr. Wallace's late work on that subject will wo have 
no doubt, by the general reader be found among tJ# most 
instructive and tho best, as it furnishes a digest from 
twenty two writers on that subject, all distinguished 
and highly educated men ; of literary, scientific, and 
professional attainments; some of whom have seen, 
conversed with, and shook hands with materialised 
spirits; who afterwards vanished from their presence.

We would also refer our readers to the June number 
of tho Spiritual Magazine by, Dr. George Sexton,
L.L.D., as containing a valuable paper on tho evidences 
of Spiritualism.

Dr. Crookes has furnished an excellent articlo ol a 
similar character, which appeared in the Quarterly 
Journal o f Science. We would also recommend atten­
tion to tho last edition of Oh ambers Encyclopedia on the 
subject of Spiritualism. Many other works on tho 
subject may be had at Mr^ Terry’s, the office ol this

P* It  is not a little remarkable that most of our 
distinguished Spiritualists are not “ ignorant and un­
learned men ” but men of literary and scientific attain­
ments who had rejected the Scriptures through their 
not harmonizing with the sciences and the laws ol 
Nature, and who had consequently become Materialists ; 
but a careful examination of the phenomena ol Spirit­
ism, has convinced them of the existence of a future and 
progressive stato after death. Most of tlieso men 
believe not in a personal God like that ol tho Jews, but 
in a Great intellectual intelligence that pervades the 
Universe, governing by unmistakable laws. .

We have shown that some of the Apostles had visions 
of the spirits of tho departed ; the belief in Spiritism, 
which does not therefore constitute a religion, though 
most certainly a great and glorious hope, which has a 
powerful tendency to purify the life ; notwithstanding 
which we are sorry to say, that all Spiritists and even 
all Mediums, are not sound moral characters, iiio 
writer of this paper knew a very powerful medium who 
was a very dissipated man.
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I n  o u r  opinion i t  is n o t th e  b elief which depends on  
c ircu m sta n ce s , and is  in volu n tary , b u t th e  co n d u ct  
w hich co n stitu te s  a  good m an ; we p erfectly  co n cu r in 
th e  s ta te m e n t th a t “in ev ery  n ation , he th a t feare th  G od, 
and w ork eth righ teou sn ess is a cce p te d  o f  H im ,”  inde-

Cd e n t o f  th e  faith  he m ay p ro fe s s ; b u t th a t  as  the  
y w ith o u t being supplied re g u la rly  w ith n u tritio u s  

food ; ca n n o t bo e x p e cte d  to  en joy sound health  and to  
p ro g ress  in s t r e n g t h ; n e ith e r  can  th e  s p ir it is t in 
m o ra lity  a n d  v irtu e  w ith o u t re g u la r  and sound in stru c­
tion  and devotional e x ercises . W e  do n o t th erefo re  
advise sep aratio n  from  ch u rch es , w h ere th a t m ay be 
ob tain ed, if  m o re  en ligh ten ed  and b e tte r  in stru ction  
c a n n o t bo had , in co n n ectio n  w ith som e so cie ty  o f  
S p iritists . Y e t  wo should b ear in mind th a t th e  g re a t  
m a jo rity  o f  te a c h e rs  in m odern religions build th e ir  faith  
np ou  assu m p tio n s, trad itio n s, a u th o rity , and opinions, 
books, a n d  c r e e d s ; while th ey  all ig n ore  th e  stan d ard  
o f  N a tu r e  .is w icked and im m oral. This is th e  stand ard  
w hich in com m on w ith s c o n c e  has been ad o p ted  by 
S p iritists.

A ll tho an tiq u e faith s d isag ree w ith e a ch  o th e r  as to  
th e ir  stan d ard s for D ivine tru th . T h e  Je w s  ad o p t tho  
O ld T e stam en t w ith th e ir  trad itio n s ; th o  M ah o m etan s  
th o  K o ra n , tho R o m an ists  th o  B ible ns in te rp re te d  by 
th e ir  ch u rch , a n d 'e a ch  division o f  th e  Christian ch u rch  
ad o p ts  tho sam e p rin cip le  ; th u s R om an ists , E p isco p a­
lians, P re sb y te ria n s , B a p tis ls , M eth od ists, and Q uakers, 
M o rm o n s, and S h ak ers a n d  a hundred o th e r  sects , 
te ll us th a t  th e ir  m in isters aro  tho a u th o rise d  A m bassa­
do rs o f  God, a n d  th e ir  sect H is  own p e c u lia r  p eo p le  l  and  
that they possess H is  H o ly  S p ir it  which leads them  into 
a ll  t ru th , w hile they a re  a ll div ided  in  do ctrine  am on g  
them selves 1

I n  tw o things how ever th e y  a g re e  : F i r s t ,  in ignorin g  
th o  stan d ard  for tru th  ad o p ted  by scientific m en , and  
sp iritis ts . A n d  second ly, in each  assu m in g  th a t th ey  
alo n e, a re  r i g h t ; and all th e  re s t  a re  w rong.

I  have som ew here read  “ E v e ry  kingdom  divided 
ag ain st itself, is b ro u g h t to  desolation , and ev ery  c ity , o r  
h o u se divided ag ain st itse lf  shall n o t s ta n d .” I f  tin s  be 
tr u e , A la s  for o u r  Z ion ! th e  H o u seh old  o f  T r u t h ! th e  
K in gd om  o f  H eav en  ! ns each  is pleased to  dignify th eir  
cause.

I t.

S H O O T I N G  A T  A  “ S P I R I T .

I f  w e m ay believe th e  S t . L o u is  R ep u b lica n  o f  A u g u st  
1 0 th , S p iritu alism  h as  been p u t to  r a th e r  a  sev ere  te s t  
a t  a n  exhibition  which took p lace  a t  th e  co n ce rt-h a ll o f  
th a t  p la ce , w hen M r. W .  C . C lark , a  S t . L o u is  m edium , 
p erm itted  o n e  o f  his m aterialisation s to  s tan d  th e  te s t  o f  
a  rifle sh o t. I t  h as fo r  som e tim e  been con ten d ed  by tho  
sce p tica l th a t  th e  tru e  w ay  to  p rove th e  sp iritu al n a tu re  
o f  th e se  p h enom en a w as a  sh o t-g u n . I f  a  face  sm iling  
th ro u g h  a n  u n glazed  w indow  could receiv e  a  c h a r g e  o f  
sh o t and still sm ile, i t  w as th o u g h t th e  te s t  m ig h t bo 
a cce p te d  as  p ro o f  a t  le a s t  th a t  th e  face  w as n o t hum an. 
T h e  exhibition g re w  o u t o f  a ch allen g e  to  M r . C lark  
fro m  H e n ry  T im k en s, a  carriag e-m ak er. M r . T im kens  
o ffered  CO dole, fo r  th e  priv ilege o f  loadin g and firin g  a  
rifle  a t  a  face  w hich M r . C lark e should p ro d u ce  a t  th e  
a p e r tu re  o f  a  cab in et, th e  m edium  to  disrobe before  
e n te r in g  th o  cab in et and p u t  on  clo th es  w hich th e  
c h a lle n g e r  should p rod u ce . A f te r  th is th e  ch allen g er  
w as to  fasten  th e  m ediu m  to  th o  b o tto m  o f  th e  cab in et. 
T h is w as d o n e to  th e  satisfactio n  o f  ev ery  one p re se n t.  
A f te r  th e  u su al n o isy  d em on stration s w ithin th e  cab in et, 
th e  s to ry  r u n s : “  S u d d en ly th e  cu rta in  m oved asid e  and  

'  th e  face  ap p eared . T h e re  i t  w as, a  p a le , g h o stly  
co u n te n a n ce , t h a t  looked as  th o u g h  i t  m ig h t have  
b elon g ed  to  a  g irl o f  seventeen  a t  solne previous tim e  o f  
th e  w o rld ’s  h is to ry . A ll w ho saw  i t  w e re  fa irly  tra n s ­
fixed  w ith  a s to n ish m en t. T h o fe a tu re s  w ere  p e rfe ctly  
c le a r  a n d  d istin ct, b e in g  illu m in ated  by a  so f t ligh t. 
T h e re  w as n o t th e  slig h est m o v em en t o f  a  m u scle  o r an  
eyelid  th a t  co u ld  b e  distinguished. W h i le  a l l 'w e r e  
e a g e r ly  g azin g  a t  th e  vision th e re  w as a n  exp losion  th a t  
c a u s e a  a  ru d e  in te rru p tio n  t o  th e  im ag in ativ e  reveries  
th e  m o re  su p e rs titio u s  h ad fallen  in to . A s  so o n  a s  th e

face  ap p eared , M r. A . B . C u n n in gh am , a t  M r . T im ken’s 
req u est, had coolly sigh ted  a  sm all rifle a t  it . T h o wide 
open eyes looked a lm o st in to  th e  m u zzle  o f  th o  gun  
w ith o u t an y  sign  o f  flinching. W ith o u t th e  trem o r o f  
a  m u scle , C u n n in gh am  fired , a p p a re n tly  th in k in g  no 
m ore o f  sh o o tin g  a  co u p le  o f  g irls  th a n  a  C om anche  
w ould. A t  th e  sh o t th e  face rem ain ed  s te a d fa s t. I t  
w asn’t  sca re d , and didn’t  w ink. A  few  seco n d s it 
rem ained as  b efo re , and th e n  th e  cu r ta in  m ysteriou sly  
slid acro ss  an d  ob scu red  i t  fro m  view . A f te r  ab o u t ten  
m in u tes’ w aitin g  th e  m edium  ask ed  fo r  a  g la ss  o f  w ater. 
T h is w as given him , and in a  l i t t le  tim e  a f te r  he asked  
to  be le t  o u t. W h e n  th e  d o or w as o p en ed  he w as found 
tied  j u s t  ns ho w as le ft w hen th e  d o o rs  w e re  first closed. 
T h o co rd s had evid en tly  been s tra in e d  a  li ttle , and th a t  
w as a ll. E v e ry b o d y  said  i t  w as a  good th in g , and  
nobody cou ld  te ll how it  w as d o n e if  th e  sp irits  didn’t  
d o it . T h e  m edium  p rofessed  to  he v e ry  m u ch  exh au sted  
by th e  exh ib itio n , and said  he w o u ld n ’t  do i t  ag ain  for 
an y th in g . T h e  b u lle t ce rta in ly  w e n t th ro u g h  th e  
a p e r tu re  and th ro u g h  th e  face , w h a te v e r  i t  w as. This 
w as a sce rta in e d  beyond a  d o u b t by th o  finding o f  tho 
ball, i t  h av in g passed  th ro u g h  th e  b ack  o f  th e  cab in et  
and im bedded itse lf  in a  b o ard .” — T h e  G lo be, A u g u st  
2 5 .

W H A T  I S  S P I R I T U A L I S M  ?  

n r  i iE s n r  t . c h il d , m .d. ,  o f  Ph il a d e l p h ia .

E ach individual h as  h is o r  h e r  u n d e rsta n d in g  o f  w hat 
S p iritu alism  is. I  o v erh eard  a  co n v e rsa tio n  betw een  
tw o  p erson s on  th is  su b je ct, and o n e  o f  th em  said in 
rea l e a rn e s t, “ I  know  w h at S p iritu alism  is ; “ i t  m eans 
g o in g  in to  a  box and b ein g  tied  1”

S p iritu alism  m ean s to  each  m in d  j u s t  w h a t i t  is 
cap ab le  o f  com p reh en d in g  o f  th o  sp ir itu a l. T h e re  aro  
th o se  who a r e  on  a  p lan e  on  w hich th e y  can  only  
realize  th e  tan g ib le  p h y sical m an ifesta tio n s ; a n d  blessed  
a re  th e y , fo r  th ro u g h  th em  th ese  a re  led to  a  con sciou s­
n ess o f  im m o rta lity , a  kn ow ledge o f  life  b ey on d  the  
g ra v e  w h ich  can  on ly  co m e to  th e m  th ro u g h  th ese  
m an ifestatio n s ; a n d  th e  C h ristian  sh ou ld  be v e ry  th an k ­
ful th a t  G od h as p rovided som e m ean s b y w h ich  this  
class c a n  be reach ed , fo r  th e  ap p eals to  faith  o r  even  
reaso n  do n o t  h av e  m u ch  in flu en ce upon th e m . T h ere  
a ro  o th ers  w ho can  a c c e p t  S p iritu alism  on th e  plane of 
reaso n , i ts  lo g ical c h a r a c te r  ap p ealin g  to  th em  in su ch  a  
m an n er a s  to  sa tisfy  th e ir  m ind s. B u t  th e  la r g e s t  class  
o f  m ankind a r e  on  th o  p lan e o f  fa ith , th e ir  sp iritu al 
in tu itio n s lead in g  th e m  to  a c c e p t  m u ch  th a t  c ith e r  of 
th e  fo rm e r c la ss  can n o t. T o  th e se  S p iritu alism  is an  
ever-livin g fo u n tain , sen d in g fo rth  its  p u re  w aters to  
satisfy  th e ir  th irs tin g  souls. E a c h  one, th erefo re , will 
define S p iritu alism  v e ry  p ro p erly  a cco rd in g  to  w h a t i t  is 
to  th e m . I  believe in th a t  S p iritu alism  w h ich  ten d s to  
unfold m an ’s n a tu r e  u n ifo rm ly  and h arm o n io u sly . T o  
m e th e  basis o f  S p iritu alism  is in clu d ed  in th e  f a c t  th a t  
m an  is  a  sp ir it n o w  an d  h e re  ; th a t  th a t  s p ir it  has 
co n tin u ed  e x is te n ce , u n b rok en  b y  th e  ch a n g e  called  
d e a t h ; th a t  u n d er favorab le  co n d itio n s th e r e  is in te r­
com m u n ication  b etw een  th o se  w ho h a v e  p assed  over 
th e  m y stic  r iv e r  an d  th o se  w ho still dw ell u p o n  this 
side.

T h e  exam in atio n  o f  th o so  th re e  p ro p o sitio n s m ay lead  
in variou s d irection s, b u t  I  a m  in clin ed  to  c a ll all 
p erson s S p iritu alis ts  w ho a c c e p t  th e m . I  find am on g  
th e  m em b ers o f  th o  d ifferen t ch u rch e s  m an y  whose 
sp iritu al n a tu re s  a r e  un fold ed  to  th e  re ce p tio n  o f  th ese  
tru th s , who m ay  h av e  had v e ry  li ttle  to  d o w ith  sp iritu al 
m an ifestatio n s, p erh ap s h av e  n o t  seen  a n y . B eliev in g  
th a t  su ch  k n ow led ge a s  th is , in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  s tr ic t  
m o rality  in o u r  lives, te n d s  to  p re p a re  us fo r  th e  prop er  
re a liz a tio n  o f  sp iritu a l th in g s, b o th  in  th is  life  an d  on  
th e  o th e r  side, i t  b eco m es a  v e ry  p lain  d u ty  fo r  us to  
te a c h  th e se  th in g s, n o t  on ly  b y o u r  w ord s, b u t  by th a t  
m ore p o w erfu l p reach in g — o u r lives, o u r  exam p le  am on g  
m en.

T h e  re co g n itio n  o f  o u r  sp iritu al n a tu r e  an d  th e  
re la tio n s  w e su sta in  to w a rd  sp iritu a l b ein g s gives us a  
rea liz in g  se n se  o f  tr u e  d ig n ity , an d  aw ak en s p ro p e r  self- 
r e s p e c t , so th a t  w e shall u n d e rs ta n d  o u r  t r u e  r e la tio n  to
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our fellow -b ein gs. "Wo a r e  co m m an d ed  to  “ love ou r  
neighbor as  o u rse lv e s ,” b u t  w e c a n n o t lo ve ourselves  
unless w e re sp e ct o u rse lv e s . I f  o u r  p h y sical con d ition s, 
our hab its a n d  o u r  e d u ca tio n  le a d  u s  t o  do th a t  w hich is 
wrong, w e sin a g a in s t th e  s p ir it  w hich e v e r  seek s to  do 
right, to  be tr u e  an d  g o od . S p iritu alism  becom es m ore  
and m ore a  p r a c tic a l  w o rk , i ts  p ra y e rs  a r e  good deeds, 
its p reach in g  tr u e  a n d  n o b le  w o rk s, i ts  b en ed iction s  
kindness and lo v e  to  all h u m a n ity .— S p ir itu a l M agazine.

' t Ü  M E L B O U R N E  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A N D  F R E E -  
T H O U G I I T  A S S O C I A T I O N .

I n ou r la s t w e r e p o r te d  a  m e e tin g  o f  S p iritu a lis ts  and  
F reeth in k ers  held a t  th e  M a s o n ic  H a l l  o n  S ep tem b er  
19th , a t  w hich a  re so lu tio n  w as p a sse d  reco m m en d in g  
the dissolution o f  th e  V ic to r ia n  A sso c ia tio n  o f P r o g re s ­
sive S p iritu alists , w ith  th e  view  o f  fo rm in g  a  n ew  one on  
a  b road er b asis , th e  p rin cip a l o b je c t  b ein g  to  enab le  
F reeth in k ers  w ho w e re  n o t  S p iritu a lis ts  to  jo in  w ith o u t  
being con sid ered  S p ir itu a lis ts . A  m eetin g  o f  th e  
m em bers o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  re fe r re d  t o  w as ca lled  by  

-  circu lar on  S u n d ay , O c to b e r  3 r d . A b o u t o n e-h alf  th e  
m em bers resp o n d ed  to  th e  c a ll , an d , a f te r  som e discu s­
sion, th e  re co m m e n d a tio n  s u b m itte d  w as a g re e d  to , and  
after vo tin g  a n y  su rp lu s  a sse ts  to  th e  L y ce u m , th e  
A ssociation w as fo rm ally  d issolved . T h e  sch em e p r e ­
pared by th e  c o m m itte e  (w h o  h ad b een  d ep u ted  b y th e  
Sep tem ber m e e tin g  fo r  th e  fo rm atio n  o f  a  n ew  s o c ie ty )  
was then su b m itted  to  a  g e n e ra l m eetin g  w h ich  had been  
called to  follow  th e  f irs t, an d , w ith  som e s lig h t m odifica­
tions, adopted . O n  th e  fo llo w in g  S u n d ay  a  m eetin g  w as  
hold for th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  new  so cie ty , w h en  th e  
following officers w e re  e le c te d , viz.:— P re sid e n t— M r. 
Jo h n  R oss ; v ice -p re sid e n ts— W .  H . T e rr y  and J .  T . 
K elly  ; tr e a s u r e r — M r . F .  W .  S tev en so n  ;  s e c re ta rie s—  
W . C. D avies an d  S . B . B o n n e y  ; co m m ittee— M essrs. 
Pow ell, W illia m s, D e a k in , G riffith s, F r o s t ,  J u r y ,  S ym e, 
and Stow . T w e n ty -th r e e  m em b ers w e re  en ro lled , and  
th e  m eetin g ad jo u rn e d . A  m e e tin g  o f  m em b ers and  
friends w as h e ld  o n  th e  ev en in g  o f  S u n d ay , 1 7 th  
O ctober, a t  w h ich  th e r e  w as so m e re a d in g , d iscussion  
and m usic, a n d  n e w  m em b ers  w e re  en rolled . T h e  first 
public serv ice  w as h eld  on  S u n d a y , O c to b e r  2 4 th , w hen, 
after a s h o r t  p re lim in a ry  a d d re s s  b y M r . T e rr y , M r. 
D rew  delivered a n  e ssa y  e n title d  “ B e t t e r  th a n  A th eism ,”  
th e  te n o r o f  w h ich  w as t j ja t  a  b e lie f  in G o d  and a  fu tu re  
s ta te , even i f  a  fa lla c y , w as b e t te r  th a n  A th eism , and  
tended to  m an 's  g r e a te r  h ap p in ess h ere . I n  th e  deb ate  
which en su ed , n o  su b sta n tia l a rg u m e n ts  w e re  b ro u g h t  
against th is  p o sitio n . T h e  m u sica l a d ju n cts  co n sisted  of 
tw o hym ns, a n d  a  solo , b y  M iss  O cta v ia  L a n e , w hich  
was m o st e x c e lle n tly  re n d e re d . T h e re  w as a  good  
atten d an ce , an d  a  liv e ly  in te r e s t  w as m an ifested  in th e  
proceedings b y  th e  au d ien ce .

T H E  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T 'S  O P E N I N G  A D D R E S S -

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n , f o r  i t  sh ou ld  be m o re  
apropos to  say ,— S is te rs  a n d  B r o th e r s ,)  I t  is  in keep in g  
w ith th e  o ccasio n , a n d  p ro b ab ly  w ill be e x p e c te d  o f  mo 
as y o u r a c tin g  P r e s id e n t  th a t  I  sh ou ld  p reced e  th is  
evening's le c tu r e  w ith  a  few  in tro d u cto ry  rem ark s, 
indicative o f th e  sco p e  an d  te n o r  o f  o u r  A ssociatio n . 
I n  brief, a s  em b od ied  in  o n e o f  o u r  p rim ary  reso lu tion s, 
th e  ob jects o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  a r e  a s  follow s :— “ M u tu a l  
im provem ent, th e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f  F re e -th o u g h t, and  
th e  in v estig atio n  a n d  diffusion o f  a  kn ow ledge o f  th e  
S p iritu al P h ilo so p h y .”  M u tu a l  im p ro v em en t is  m en ­
tioned f ir s th a n d  I  th in k  ju s t ly  so , i t  is  th e  p rim ary  
ob ject. I t  is  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  im p rove and  
elev ate  ou rse lv es, b efo re  w e  c a n  h o p e  su ccessfu lly  to  
im prove o th e rs . T h is  o b je c t  I  o p in e can  b e  b e s t  a tta in ed  
by b rin gin g  to g e th e r  a n d  th ro w in g  in to  on e com m on  
stock , o u r  h ig h e st co n ce p tio n s  o f  tr u th  o n  a ll su b jects  
o f  m om en t t o  o u rse lv e s , a n d  h u m a n ity  a t  la rg e . Som e  
nave m an y  ta le n ts , som e b u t  few , b u t  i t  is  to  th e  
in te re st o f  th e  r ic h e s t  am o n g  u s  t o  th ro w  in  h is all o f  
wisdom, f o r  h e  lo se s  n o th in g  b y  so  do in g , b u t  besid es  
th e  con sciou sn ess o f  h a v in g  d o n e  w ell, he ta k e s  from  
th e  m ind8 0 f  jjjB je8B faTore d  b re th re n  m an y  g erm s o f  
wisdom  th a t  h e  h a d  n o t . I n  m y h u m b le opinion

insp iration  is u n iv e rsa l” and its form s innum erable. 
So m e a re  so co n s titu te d  th a t th e y  can  on ly  intuit  one  
class o f  idea, b u t th is one idea if  d istin ct and original is 
o f  valu e to  m an y a  w iser m an.

O u r second fe a tu re  “ T h e  en co u rag em en t o f  F re e -  
th o u g h t ”  is an  im p o rtan t one. H ow  m any in telligen t 
m en and w om en th ere  a r e  in a  s ta te  o f  m en tal to rp or  
on all sub jects p ertain in g  to  religion, th e ir  sp iritu al 
facu lties  benum bed by th e  lifeless creed s with which  
p erh ap s from  childhood th ey  have been walled in. 
W a k e  th ese  from  th eir le th arg y , se t them  once thinking  
for them selves, and th e  scales fall rapid ly from  th eir  
ey es , b u t a t  th e  sam e tim e th ey  becom e aw are th a t  th e  
grou n d  on  which th e y  stan d  is  b u t sand, and as  they  
c le a r  aw ay  th e  rubbish from  th e ir  foot th ey  sink down 
to  th e  solid clay  o f  m aterialism . B u t  we m ust n o t le t  
th em  s ta y  h ero , if  w e can  help th em  to  som ething b etter, 
and th is lead s m e on  to  th e  th ird  o b ject o f  th is A ssocia­
tio n , “ T h e  In v estig a tio n  and Diffusion o f  a  K now ledge  
o f  S p iritu alism ,” I ,  and m an y oth ers am o n g st us say  to  
th o se  o f  o u r  b re th re n  whom  we seo Standing on the  
sand, o r c la y , w e once stood where you do, b u t wo w ere  
to ld  th a t  b y  pu rsu ing a  ce rta in  tra ck , i t  w ould lead us 
to  m o re  elev ated  grou n d , hills covered  w ith verdu re, 
from  which could be seen a  b rig h ter  and a b e tte r  world, 
te n a n te d  by o u r  b ro th ers  and sisters  who had passed  
aw ay . W e  doubted, h esitated , b u t a t  len g th  resolved to  
te s t  th e  tru th  o f  th e  in fo rm atio n ; as we travelled  along  
th e  ro ad , g leam s o f  lig h t from  som e invisible source  
en co u rag ed  us to  p u rsu e o u r  cou rse , u n til a t  len gth  wo 
reach ed  th e  looked -for goal, proved th e  tru th  o f  th e  
in form ation , and realized  a h ap pier cond ition  o f  being. 
T h e  road  from  th e  low est depths o f m aterialism , o r  
san d y b ottom s o f  orth o d o xy , is  often  steep  and to rtu o u s, 
b u t I  n ev er y e t  knew  one who steadily  pursued th e  tra ck  
w ho failed to  reach  th e  ligh t.

A  few  w ord s now  as  to  th e  m eans by w hich we 
p ro p o se  to  fu rth o r th e  o b jects  set forth . O u r p resen t  
sch em e is th e  d elivery  o f  essay s o r le c tu re s , n o t only  
b y m em b ers o f th e  A sso cia tio n , b u t by an y  frien d who 
has lig h t to  diffuso on social, m oral, o r  religious subjects. 
A s th e re  w ill, dou b tless, be considerable d iversity  of 
opinion on  m an y su b jects  b ro u g h t before t i s ; provision  
has been m ad e for a  lim ited d eb ate  a f te r  each  essay ,an d  in  
re fe re n ce  to  th is , I  w ould wish to  say a  few  w ords. T h e  
tr u e  sp irit o f  th e  deb ate  should be to  elu cid ate  tru th , 
n o t to  g am  a  v icto ry  for o u r  opinions. I f  th e  deb ate  is 
ca rr ie d  o u t in a  r ig h t sp irit, he who is  legitim ately defeated, 
is  th e  g rea test g a in e r .  I  m o st sin cerely  t r u s t  th a t  all 
d eb ates u n d er th e  au sp ices o f  th is A ssociatio n  will bo 
ch a ra cte riz e d  b y a  kindly sp irit,an d  th a t  w h ere i t  is  n eces­
sary  to  lop off a  b ro th er’s excrescen ces  o f  th ou g h t, i t  will 
be done in as g en tle  and lovin g a  m an n er as  possible. I  
m u st n o t om it th e  m a tte r  o f  m u sic, i t  is an im p o rtan t 
a d ju n ct to  harm ony and ten d s to  e lev ate  th e  m in d ; we 
h av e th e  u se  o f a  g o o d  harm onium , and th e  co m m ittee  
have secu red  th e  serv ices  o f  a  ta len ted  perform er, b u t 
o u r  ch o ir is y e t  in em bryo. T h ere  is no m u sic equal to  
th e  cu ltiv ated  hu m an voice. W il l  ou r frien ds who can  
sing len d  u s  .their voices ? w e do n o t wish to  sadden you  
w ith  h eav y /p salm o d y , th a t  is  n o t  ou r forte , b u t to  
d iscou rse sw eet and ch eerfu l m usic, ad ap ted  to  equally  
ch e e rin g  and in stru ctiv e  sen tim en ts. I t  should be our 
aim  to  m ak e th e se  m eetin gs agreeab le  as  w ell as  m s tr u c - ,  
tiv e , and if  w e can  su cceed  in  m akin g th em  so to  ou r­
selves, i t  is  a fa ir  p resum ption  th e y  w ill be so to  ou r  
visitors. I  will n o t tresp ass  fu rth e r upon y o u r tim e, 
b u t ca ll up on th e  le c tu re r  fo r  th e  evening, M r. D rew  to  
deliver h is  essay on “ A th eism  and B e tte r .

A rra n g e m e n ts  a r e  b ein g  m ad e w ith M r . B rig h t , to  
d eliver a  co u rse  o f  le c tu re s  a t  th e  P rin cess T h eatre , 
com m en cin g Su nd ay, N o v . 7 th .

F R E E T H O U G H T  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I S M  I N  
B R I S B A N E .

W e  e x tr a c t  th e  following from  a  le t te r  received from  
one o f  th e  com m ittee o f  th e  B risb a n e  F re e th o u g h t  

A sso c ia tio n :—  . . .
Freethought is  very common in  Brisbane, a“ o n g t  a
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thinkers, although they have not thought fit to grace our meetings 
with their presence. They are rather aristocratic in their free- 
thought it seems. Although the number of pronounced and partly- 
developed members of this class, are very strong in Brisbane. I 
find also th at Good Templarism has been the means of enabling 
members to throw off the yoke of spiritual bondage, and I think 
it is a splendid field for planting the seeds of Krcctbought. As 
regards Spiritualism proper, I have very little to report. We 
formed a  large circle three months ago, of which 1 was chairman, 
but from the inharmonious elements brought together, 1 could not 
expect much success, only that possibly mediums might be indi­
cated and harmonious circles formed out of this large one. (I 
think there were between thirty and forty members.) It proved 
to be what I had expected ; it was broken up and several smaller 
circles are now sitting with fair results."

I T E M S  O F  N E W S  B Y  T I I E  M A I L .

T h e  S p iritu a list  o f  J u ly  3 0 th  co n tain s  an a c co u n t o f  
a  seance held b y th e  B rix to u  P sych olog ical S o ciety  
(M r s . H ard y  being th e  m ed iu m ), a t  w hich v e ry  satisfac-  
fa c to rv  resu lts  w ere ob tain ed ; n u m b ers o f  m aterialized  
sp irit-h an d s ap p eared , palpable to  th e  to u ch  as well ns 
s ig h t, a n d  in som e in stan ces reco gn ized  by th e  sitte rs . 
I n  a le t te r  to  th e  “ M ed iu m ,” re fe rin g  to  th o  sam e  
sean ce , th o  S e cre ta ry , M . H . E .  F ra n c is , s a y s :— “ I ,  in 
co n ju n ctio n  w ith som e dozen o th e r  m em b ers o f  the  
B r ix to n  P sy ch o lo g ical S o ciety , h av e  had o u r  th eories  
narrow ed  dow n to  tho law s go vern in g  sp irit in te rco u rse ."

H e n r y  W a r d  B e e ch e r  has co m e o u t s tro n g  on tho 
su b je ct o f  Sp iritu alism . I n  a  serm on la s t Ju n o , a fte r  
speaking o f  th e  n earn ess  o f  th ose d e a r on es go n e before, 
h e  s a y s :— “  I  know  th e re  is a  cloud o f  w itn esses who 
w atch  m e as  I  to il on. I  am  u n d er th e ir  supervision, 
and th e y  en co u rag e  mo, ra ise  m e, push m o on w ard and  
u p w ard , for th e y  have w alked as  I  w alk , and to il as  I  
to il .”

I n  th e  M ed iu m  o f  A u g u st Gth, is a n  in terestin g  
a c c o u n t b y  M r. B u rn s , o f  a  sean ce  a t  M rs . G u p p y 's , a t  
w hich th a t  lady w as lev ita ted  and ca rrie d  a b o u t tho  
room  b y th e  spirits, h e r  foot freq u en tly  to u ch in g  tho 
h ead s o f  .th e aston ish ed  sitte rs .

in g  h e a rt. D r . P . B . R an d olp h , a u th o r  o f  “  D ealin g s  
w ith th e  D ead ,”  “  P re -a d a m ite  M a n ,”  “ A f te r  D eath ,”  
& c., A c ., has also  passed aw ay . T w o o th e r  em in en t  
A m erican  S p iritu alists , H o n . S eld en  J .  F in n e y , and  
D r. A . B . Child, h av e  been rem ov ed  from  th is  sp h ere . 
A . J .  D avis payB a n  elogiu m  to  th e  w o rth  a n d  a b ility  o f  
th e  fo rm er, in a  s h o r t  le t te r  to  th e  “  B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t .”  
A p ro p o s o f  th e  la t te r  jo u rn a l, th e  n u m b ers  to  h an d by 
th e  la s t m ail, a re  p a r ticu la r ly  in terestin g . T h e  a c co u n t  
o f  tho C am p M e e tin g a n d  its  in cid en ts , M r s . E .  H . B r i t te n s ’

E on “  S p iritu al G ifts ,”  “ S p irit M a te ria liz a tio n s  
•d's “  S p ir it  M e ssa g e s  C olo n el O ld o tt's  p a p e r  on  

M rs. T h a y e r ’s “  M an ifestatio n s,”  A c ., m ak e  u p  a  m ost 
e n te rta in in g  a n d  in stru ctiv e  bu d get.

J .  M . P E E B L E S '  H O M E .

W h ile  J .  J .  M o rse  w as filling a  la te  e n g a g e m e n t in  
P h ilad elp h ia, he visited M r. a n d  M rs . P eeb les  in th e ir  hom e  
a t  Ila m m o n to n , N . J .  A f te r  re fe rrin g  to  M r . P eeb les’ 
exten siv e  tra v e ls , an d  th o  le c tu re  w ork  he did in b eh alf  
o f  S p iritu alism  in  E n g la n d , h e  s a y s :—

“ Jan e 23rd, a t  6 p.m. I  arrived a t  Hammonton. Calm and 
pleasant, it formed a grateful contrast to the noisy city  life we had 
left behind. A brief walk of abont fifteen minutes, along a good, 
firm and broad road, lined with trees and well-kept farmsteads, 
brought us to Brother Peebles' domicile—a modest frame house, 
standing upon a  lot of some four acres, and approached by a wind­
ing carriage drive. A fencework of dwarf evergreens faces the 
main road, and lends quite a pleasant effect. A magnificent 
cherry tree, full of rich fruit, shaded the porch, and made the 
piazza a cool retreat. With a smiling face and a  cheerful voice 
Mrs. Peebles advanced to receive us, and in a little time England 
and America were seated a( the supper-table discussing things in 
general, and friend Peebles' strawberries in particular.

The results of many of Mrs. Peebles’ artistic labours adorn the 
walls of our Pilgrim's home, in the form of a number of handsome

A  m edium  for p h ysical m an ifestatio n s and m u sic  
nam ed  M rs. M a ry  Y ou n g, h av in g signified h e r  w illing­
n ess to  su b m it h e r  m edium ship to  a  th o ro u g h  te s t  b efore  
th e  N ew  Y o r k  P r o te c tiv e  C o m m ittee , th a t  co m m ittee  
n u m b erin g  fifteen, m e t a t  th o  room s o f  th e  ch airm an , 
D r. J .  B .  N ew brough on J u ly  2 1 s t ,  fo r  th e  p u rp ose . A  
piano, w eighing 2G0 lb s., w as p laced  in th e  m iddlo o f  tho  
ro o m , th e  m edium  s ittin g  a t  tn e  fro n t, a n d  th e  co m m ittee  
facin g  h e r, a t  th e  b ack . Sh e began to  sin g  and play, 
a n d  ns she did so , th e  piano ro se  and fell a t  th e  f ro n t  
a b o u t th r e e  in ch es , keep in g tim e  to  th e  tu n e . B y  
re q u e st, th e  m ediu m  stood  u p , b u t th e  m ovem ent co n ­
tin u e d  th e  sam e. F iv e  gen tlem en  w ere  th en  allow ed to  
s it  on  th e  piano, w hen a  liftin g  p o w er eq u al to  8 8 1  lbs. 
w as exh ib ited . T h e  in stru m e n t w as m ad e lig h t o r  heavy  
a t  th e  re q u e st o f  th e  M ed iu m , and m oved in th e  p resen ce  
o f  th e  co m m itte e  sev era l tim es w ith o u t c o n ta c t  o f  h er  
hands.

T h e re  h a s  b een  a  m o st su ccessfu l cam p  m eetin g  
o f  S p iritu alists , la s tin g  sev eral w eek s, h eld  a t  L a k e  
P le a s a n t o n  th e  V e rm o n t R a ilr o a d ; n u m b ers o f  n o ted  
m ed ia  a n d  sp e a k e rs  w ore on  th e  gro u n d , a n d  th e  pap ers  
co n ta in  a c co u n ts  o f  w onderful m an ifestatio n s o ccu rrin g , 
a n d  in te re s tin g  le c tu re s  given . T w o th ou san d  people  
a tte n d e d  a n  o p en  a ir  sea n ce  o f  M rs . B la ir , sp ir it  a r tis t, 
a n d  on S u n d a y , A u g u s t 2 2n d , P ro fe sso r  W illia m  D en ton  
le c tu re d  to  a n  im m en se au d ien ce , a b o u t te n  th ou san d  
p e o p le  b ein g  o n  th e  grou n d .

D e a th  h a s  b een  u sin g  h is sick le  fre e ly  am o n g  th e  
S p ir itu a lis ts ; b y  la s t m ail w e h av e  in tellig en ce  o f  tho  
d e p a rtu re  o f M rs . J .  H . C o n a n t, th e  ce leb ra ted  “ B a n n e r  
o f  L ig h t”  M ed iu m . M r s . C . has been in  bad health  for  
y e a r s , an d  la te ly  h as  b een  to o  w eak  to  a tte n d  th e  Pu blic  
C irc le . S h e  passed  aw ay  on  th e  5 th  o f  A u g u s t last, and  
h e r  fu n e ra l ob seq uies w ere  a tte n d e d  by a  la rg e  n u m b er  
o f  h e r  frien d s. T h e  co m m u n icatio n s g iv e n -th ro u g h  h er  
m ed iu m sh ip , h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  a fe a tu r e  in  th e  “ B a n n e r  o f  
L i g h t ,”  an d  h a v e  b ro u g h t co n so la tio n  to  m an y a  sorrow ­

pictures, showing alike the lady’s  taste as an artist and her excel­
lence as a medium, while scattered round the different apartments 
are innumerable evidences of Eastern travel. Ascending to an 
upper chamber I  was ushered into the sanctum sanctorum  of our 
friend. I t  is a t once a library  and a museum— a library of between 
one and two thousand volumes, many of which are old and rare 
works gathered in distant countries. In  the collection arc many 
unique maps and manuscripts, and all the different bibles of the 
world, beginning with the Vedas of the Hindoos, and so on down 
the tide of time to the Sacred Roll of the Shakers and the Book of 
Mormon. This literary workshop contains also relics, antiques 
specimens from Chinese pagodas, Buddhist temples, porcelain from 
the Mosque of Omar, shells from the Jordan, pebbles from tho 
Dead Sea, head-gearings and other paraphernalia of the Orientals, 
every article an object of interest, and every object eloquent of 
6ome mystic story. This library is a fit retreat for its erudite 
possessor.

Out in the grounds, in the fruit orchard, are peaeli, cherry 
apple, pear and other trees, all giving excellent promise of an 
abundant yield, while other articles of food are also spreading 
their emerald ensigns to the breeze on all sides. Mr. P. usually 
spends the summer months a t  home, dividing his time in working 
in the garden, writing in his library, and occasionally lecturing to 
the Spiritualists of his town. The Spiritualists of Hammonton, 
be it noted, are out of debt, and own a  capital hall. I  held a 
public meeting on the evening of my visit, with the most gratify­
ing success. Next morning a t 8 :  14 cars started for Philadelphia, 
and a t  9 .6 :  I  again trod the pave of the Quaker City, Mr. Peebles 
being with m e; we parted, he going to Dubuque, I  to my residence. 
Our regrets a t separation were mutual, for I  much esteem our good 

. brother, and I  have evety reason to believe he docs me. Thinking 
these few items concerning one so well and favourably known as 
Brother Peebles might be of interest to your readers must be my 
excuse for writing.”

Bern Tori, Ju ly  7, 1876. B a n n er o f Light.
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M E S M E R I C  E X P E R I M E N T S .

BY J. M. GULLY, M.D.

T he d eb ate  on  M e sm e rism  a t  th e  B r ix to n  P s y ch o ­
logical A sso ciatio n  o n  th e  1 8 th  in s t .,  an d  r e p o r t  in  y o u r  
jo u rn al o f  th e  2 7 th ,  te m p ts  m e t o  r e co rd  tw o  e x p e rie n ce s  
o f no o rd in ary  c h a r a c te r ,  o f  m in e in m esm erism . I 
should n o t do th is  w e re  i t  n o t  th a t  th e  m esm eric  
influence seem s in (-s o m e  w ay , w h ich  I  ad m it to  be 
obscure, to  b e a r u p o n  th e  s p ir it  in flu en ce  w hich i t  is 
th e  function o f  T h o  S p ir itu a lis t  to  in v estig a te . I t  is 
forty  y e a rs  s in ce  I  f irs t  g a v e  m y s e lf  to  in q u iry  in to  
m esm erism , an d  in m y  lo n g  m ed ical c a re e r  I  h ad  abu n­
dant o p p o rtu n ity  o f  p u ttin g  th e  s u b je c t  to  p ra c tica l  
te s t. H e re  a r e  tw o  su ch , f o r  th e  co m p le te  a c c u ra c y  o f  
which I  pledge m y v e ra c ity .

In  th e  y e a r  1 8 4 7  a  m a rr ie d  la d y  p a tie n t o f  m ine 
was afflicted w ith  n e u ra lg ia  o f  th e  m o st ag g rav ated  
and a lm o st u n iv ersa l k in d — fa ce , h ead , lim bs, loins. 
T he pains ca m e  on  e v e ry  n ig h t a b o u t nine  
o'clock , and d e stro y e d  h e r  sleep  th e  w h ole n ig h t . A ll 
kinds o f o p ia te s , to n ics , a p e r ie n ts , h ad  b een  ad m in istered  
ineffectually fo r  m o re  th a n  tw o  y e a r s . M y  ow n hyd ro- 
th erap eu tic  tr e a tm e n t failed . T h e  p u re ly  n eu ro p ath ic  
ch a ra cte r  o f  th e  co m p lain t su g g e ste d  a  t r ia l  o f  m es­
m erism , w h ich , in d eed , I  u se d  in m an y  a n d  v a rie d  cases.
I  m esm erised th e  p a t ie n t m y s e lf ; e v e ry  n ig h t a t  nino  
o’clock I  w as m ak in g  p asses a ll dow n th e  body, a t  first 
for tw o h o u rs , th e n  fo r  o n e , and so dim inu en do , u n til a t  
th e  end o f  fo u r m o n th s  I  o b tain ed  su ch  m esm eric  in­
fluence over h e r  n e rv o u s  s y s te m  th a t  i t  sufficed fo r  mo 
to  look fo r  five m in u te s  o n  h e r  c lo sed  ey e s  to  s to p  all 
pain and p u t  h e r  in  a  p rofou n d  sleep  fo r  seven , eig h t, 
o r nino ho u rs. I n  th is  w ay  th e  p e rio d ic ity  o f  th e  painB 
w as broken, an d  in a b o u t seven  m o n th s th e y  w ere  cu red  
by m esm erism  alo n e. D u rin g  th e se  m o n th s I  m ade  
varied e x p e rim e n ts  on  h e r  su sce p tib ility  to  th e  influence. 
O fttim es w hen sh e  w as s e a te d  a t  a n y  tim e  o f  th e  day, 
talk in g  to  h e r  h u sb an d  o r  to  h e r  s is te r , I  w ould, from  
th e  fu rth e r  end o f  th e  ro o m , a n d  beh in d a  n ew sp ap er or  
book, w hich I  p re te n d e d  to  r e a d , will h e r  to  sleep , and  
a fte r  five o r  s ix  m in u te s  th e  c r o tc h e t  n eed le , o r  w h at­
ever she' m ig h t be h o ld in g , w ould  fall fro m  h e r  hands, 
h er head w ould fall on  h e r  ch e s t, w h ich  heaved a  deep sigh, 
and she w as as le e p  fo r  a n  h o u r  o r  m o re . I  th e n  used 
to  will h e r  to  sleep  fro m  a n  ad jo in in g  ro o m , to ta lly  u n ­
suspected  b y  h e r, a n d  th e  sam e sleep y  sigh  and sleep  
itself  follow ed in  t e n  o r  tw elv e  m in u te s  a f te r  th e  e x e r ­
tion  o f  m y w ill. A t  le n g th  I  ju d g e d  i t  b e t te r  she  
should h av e  a  c h a n g e , a n d  she a n d  h e r  husband  
w en t to  C h elten h am , tw e n ty -o n e  m iles fro m  M alv ern , 
w h ere I  th e n  resid ed . I  to ld  th e m  I  w as a b o u t to  tr y  
to  influence h e r  a t  t h a t  d ista n ce  a t  nino o ’clo ck  on th a t  
n ig h t, W e d n e sd a y  ; th e  sa m e  o n  T h u rsd a y , b u t  th a t  on  
F rid a y  I  sh ou ld  b e  in  cro w d ed  co m p an y , and cou ld  n o t. 
A fte r  th a t  d a te  I  to ld  th e m  n o th in g , a n d  th e y  exp ected  
nothing. O n  th e  W e d n e s d a y  I  w illed  h e r  to  sleep  from  
M alv ern  a t  th e  h o u r , a n d  s h e  fell to  sleep  soon a f te r  
nine, on  T h u rsd a y  th e  s a m e ;  on  F r id a y  I  did n o t will 
h e r  to  sleep , a n d  sh e  d id  n o t  sleep  u n til  p a s t  m idn igh t. 
O n S a tu rd a y  I  did n o t  w ill h e r  to  s leep , an d  she did n o t  
s le e p ; sh e  did k n o w  w h a t t o  ex p ect , be i t  rem em b erod . 
S u nd ay n ig h t ca m e , a n d , em p lo y ed  in w ritin g , I  fo rg o t  
all ab o u t h e r  u n til I  g a v e  u p  w ritin g  a t  b alf-p ast e le v e n ; 
th en , w h ich  w as th e  u su a l h o u r, I  w illed h er to  sleep . 
T h e  a c co u n t s e n t  t o  m e  b y  th e  h u sb an d  w as th is  : “  A s  
n o sleep ca m e  o n  F r id a y  o r  S a tu r d a y  n ig h ts  w e co n ­
cluded y o u  h ad  g iv en  u p  tr y in g  to  p ro d u ce  i t .  O n  
Su nd ay even in g  w e  th o u g h t n o th in g  a b o u t i t ,  and w ere  
con v ersin g  w ith  tw o  frie n d s , w h en , a t  a b o u t h alf-p ast  
eleven, m y  w ife  su d d e n ly  h e a v e d  t h a t  w ell-k now n sigh  
and d rop p ed  h e r  h e a d , a n d  in  tw o  m in u te s  sh e  w as fa s t  
asleep . I  la id  h e r  o n  th e  so fa , a n d  a t  h a lf-p a st tw o in 
th e  m o rn in g  c a r r ie d  h e r  t o  b ed , s til l  in  a  profound  
sleep .”  H e r e  th e r e  w as a  c ru c ia l  e x p e rim e n t, sleep  
com ing w h en  th e  w ill in flu en ce  w as em p lo yed , a n d  n o t  
com ing w h ere  i t  w as w ith h eld , a n d  th is  w hen b o th  th e  

k n ew  an d  w h en  s h e  d id  n o t  k n ow  w h a t c o u rse  I  
Bl*ould ta k e  re g a rd in g  h e r.

T h e  seco n d  in s ta n c e  is  th a t  o f  a  la d y  o f  tw e n ty -e ig h t  
y e a rs , w h o h a d  lo s t  w alk in g  p o w er f o r  n e a rly  tw o  y e a rs , 
th o u g h  I  h a d  n o  d o u b t t h a t  th e  p a lsy  w as o f  th e

h y sterica l kind ; if she a ttem p ted  to stand , her loins and 
logs g av e aw ay im m ediately, and she dropped like a 
ston e. T h e  very  first tim e I  m esm erised  h er she stood 
u p  firm ly for ten  m in u tes A fter a dozen tim es the  
influence w as su ch  th a t she could not resist  following 
me ab o u t th e  room , alth ou gh  she held by tho sofa and  
d eclared  she would not com e to  me as I  beckoned her 
from  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  room . B y th is so rt o f  app lica­
tio n s she to ta lly  reco vered  h er locom otive pow er in th e  
co u rse  o f  th re e  m onths. A ll th is tim e, if, when I  was 
in th e  room  a t  som e d istan ce from  her, any one else  
to u ch ed  h e r  o r  oven brushed by h er dress, tho m ost 
pow erful convulsions seized h er whole fram e, and she 
foam ed a t  th e  m outh ju s t  as th o  ep ilep tic  p a tien t does ; 
b u t th is  a ll ceased  th e  in stan t I  took h er hand o r laid’ 
m y h an d upon h er shou ld er, and alw ays a fte r  m esm eris­
ing h er I  to ok  th o  precau tion  o f  m oving th e  air strongly  
ab o u t h er. I f  I  failed to  do th is , as w as once th e  case, 
th e  convulsions cam e on as  soon as  h er sister touched  
h er, and th e y  w ere obliged to  send for m e in stantly. 
Sh e left M alv ern  for E sse x  ; and now com es th e  m ost 
cu riou s p a r t o f  th e  s to ry . A lth ou gh  she had reco vered  
h e r  w alking sho had n o t  reco v ered  h er sleep, which was 
v e ry  bad w hen I  did n o t p ro cu re  i t  by m esm erism . 
W h e n  she loft, th erefo re , I  proposed to  send hor th ree  
o r fou r larg e  am b er beads in a sm all silk bag o r  closed  
in a  jew eller’s ca rd  box ev ery  second post, which beads 
I  had ca rrie d  in m y p o ck e t for fo rty -e ig h t hours. T hese  
beads she tied  on  th e  crow n o f h er head, and th ey  in­
variab ly  prod u ced  a  good n ig h t’s  sleep. 1  alw ays p u t 
th em  up and d esp atch ed  th em  m yself, so th a t nothing  
should to u ch  th em  b u t m y ow n hands. B u t  i t  happened  
o n e  day being in a  g r e a t  h u rry  to  leave hom o I  only  
placed  th e  beads in th e  bag and box, and to ld  my 
am anuensis to  co v er and seal and p o st it . A s  soon as  th e  
p o st cou ld  le t  m e know, I  g o t th is n o te  from  th e  la d y : 
“ W h a t have you done w ith th o  la s t se t o f b e a d s ; I  am  
su re  som e one has tou ch ed  th em  since y o u  did, for th e  
in sta n t I  p laced  th em  on  m y head one o f  th e  old co n ­
vu lsion s cam o on . D o in qu ire ab o u t it .” I  did so, and  
found, su re  enough , th a t  m y am anuensis had opened the  
bag and ta k e n  o u t th e  beads before posting th em , his 
cu rio s ity  b ein g  keen to  know  w h at i t  cou ld  be th a t  I  
alw ays p u t up and posted  w ith m y ow n hands. These  
a r e  tw o  fa c ts  as  ce rta in  and a ccu ra te ly  given as  m y own 
p re se n t ex is te n ce . W h a t  w as th e  a g e n t a t  w ork in both  
o f  th em  ? “ Im ag in atio n ,” says on e learned g e n tle m a n ;
“ ce re b ra tio n ,”  says an o th er. B u t  th ese a re  m ero words, 
u n til th e y  te ll us what th e  action  in both is , and how it  
is prod uced. S in ce n o a g e n t a t  p resen t recogn ised  by  
scien tists  can  a cco u n t for th em , i t  is ou r d u ty  as  sincere  
seek ers n o t to  pooh-pooh th em  b ecau se  th ose ag en ts  
ca n n o t exp lain  th em , b u t to  go on  seekin g u n til wo find 
b y w h at fo rce  I  cau sed  sleep  a t  a  d istan ce o f  tw en ty -  
one m iles, and w h at fo rce  I  and m y am anuensis sen t in 
th e  beads th a t  cau sed  th e  v iolen t a c t  o f  convulsion in a  
th ird  p erson  on e hu nd red and fo rty  m iles d istan t.—  
L o n d o n  S p iritu a list . __________ •__________

A d v e r t l i
N E W  ! 5 0 0 K S ! N E W  B O O K S  !

J u s t  R eceived , e x  “ R o m a n o ff” :—
B u ck la n d 's  H an d b ook  o f  M esm erism , 1/b .
J a rd in e ’s E le m e n ts  o f  P sych olog y , 7 /6 .
M a rty rd o m  o f M a n  R ead e, 8 /6 .
H u m e ’s E ssay s , 5 /6 .
A n im al E le c tr ic i ty , B u tte r ,  3 / -  
T h e  O th e r  W o r ld , L e e s , 2 4 /-  
K a r d e c ’s “ S p irits ’ B o o k s,"  8 /6 .
C ro ok e’s E xam in atio n s in to  th e  P h enom en a ot

SPNl\Uuro'8mR e ie ia tio n a  o f  C h aracter, Sims, Illu s 2 2 /6 .
E d m o n d s’ M em o ria l E d itio n  o f  L e t te r s  and T racts  , 

c lo th , 4 / 0  ; _ p ap er, 2 /6 .

S p iritm d isirf'an d  T ab ern acle  P re a ch e rs , b y J .  B u rn s,

2dT h e  In te lle c tu a l D ev elop m en t o f  E u ro p e , D r “ C£|'- ®/?,; 
A  sh ip m en t o f  A m erican  books to  a rjiv e  e x  H erald

from B o s to n .R R ^ , and R efo rm  B ook D ep ot,

8 4  R u sse ll S tre e t , M elb ou rn e.



922 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Johnstone o’shannessy & co.
B Y  A P P O IN TM E N T TO  H .R .H . TH E DUKE OF ED IN BUR G H,

If E X T p o s t  o r r x o x s ,

A R T I S T  P H O T O G E A P H E R 8  
AND TO H IS  EXCELLENCY TH E GOVERNOR, 

helbodexe,

C o u n try  A g e n ts :—
C astlem aine— H . B a m fo rd , B u ll  S tre e t .
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illia m s, 2 2 8  H ig h  S tr e e t ,  
Staw ell—
T a ra d a le— M r. C . W a r r e n .
S y d n ey — M r. J .  K e lly , 4 2 6  G e o rg e  S tre e t .  
B a m a w a rth a — M r. W  C . S m ith , In d ig o  M ills. 

A g en ts  w a nted  f o r  a l l  p a rt s  o f  the Colony.

T H E  M E D I U M  A N D  D A Y B R E A K , th e  lead ing  
E n g lish  w eek ly . S u b scrip tion , 1 2 /6  p e r  an n u m .

' THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
TH E VICTORIAN EXPON EN T OF SPIRITU A LISM  AND 

F R E E  THOUGHT 
S u b scrip tio n , T o w n , 5 / -  p er an n u m ; C o u n try , 5 /6  

N eig h b o u rin g  C olonies and G r e a t  B rita in , 6 / -  
S u b scrip tio n s d ate  from  S e p tem b er to  A u g u st.

U L T I V A T I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E — n o  previous  
kn ow ledge o f  m u sic n e ce ssa ry .

P r o f e s s o r  h u g h e s ,
1 5 5  C ollins S t r e e t  E a s t ,  M e lb o u rn e .__________

H E  jf A N N K R  O F  L I G H T ,  th e  le a d in g  A m erican  
S p iritu alis tic  p ap er, w eekly. S u b scrip tio n , 2 5 /-  

p e r  an n u m . A  few  S u b scrip tio n s available.
“ T H E  S P I R I T U A L  I N Q U I R E R .”

S an d h u rst w eek ly , 3d ._____________________________________

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
A ll kinds o f  B o ta n ic  M e d icin e s , R o o ts , BarkB, 

H e rb s , T in c tu re s , F lu id  E x t r a c t s  an d  S a tu ra te s , 
E n g lish  and A m e rica n , Im p o rte d  and o n  sale by 
W . I I .  T e rr y , 8 4  R u sse ll S t r e e t .  N e w  sh ip m en ts ju s t  
arriv ed .

M ed icin es  sen t to a n y  p a rt  o f  the Colony by  po st or 
otherw ise, on rece ip t  o f  rem itta n ce.

3? H  O T  Q - A  R  T  .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ),
Execute commissions in nil styles ot Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

_________ -3=1 OOX.I.IirB S T R E E T  E A S T .

P i ize 
M edal. m Sy d n ey

E x h ib it io n
1 8 7 3 .

S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .
PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

CTOTTISr R O S IE R .
PUBHXEI BOOT i A E i l ,

B y  Sjicoialappo'intment to H is E xcellency S ir  G. F . BOWEN,G.C.M.C 
4 6  8 W A N 8 T O M  S T R E E T ,  M E L B O U R N E .  

Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY E L E C T R I C  
T  E L G E R A P H ,

T h e W e s t  E n d  o f  
L on don  in  Me l ­
b o u r n e . [Telegram ] 
Sydney, May 2,1873. 
To  M r. Jo h n B o e io r  

Boot Maker,
40 Swnn8toD8t,Molbounio 

Judges award Modal lo 
you, saying- Highly Ar­
tistic and Beautifully 
Mode. Equal to Any­
thing of the kind from tho 
West Knd of London."

J .  Q . KNIGHT.

O B S E R V E : 46 SWANSTON ST R E E T, between Garton's and 
Rainbow Hotels.

________________ n e a r  t o w n  h a l l , s a m e  s i d e ._________________

MISS ARMSTRONG,
C lairv oyan t for D iagnosing D isease

l l n g e r ’a s w i n g  M a o h l n t

F e e  1 0 s . 
T e m p o ra lly  a b se n t from  th e  Colony, 

f u tu r e  ad v ertisem en t.
N ew  ad d ress in

M i W  P U B L I C A T I O N  
On Demonstrable Truth.

A SHORT ADDRESS
t o  t h e

C L E R G Y  OF A L L  D E N O M I N A T I O N S ,
AND TO

Earnest Enquirers after Truth.
BY A LAYMAN.

P R I C E  O N E  S H I L L I N G .
~W. H .  TER R Y , 8 4  R u s s e ll S tre e t , and a ll B o o k sellers.

The highest premium in tho gift of tho public has again been awarded to
T H E  S I N G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H IN E  C O M P A N Y

Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.
These Returns show the sales of the S IN G E R  to have reached 

the enormous sum of 232,414 M ACHINES, as against tho decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and W ilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,254 Ma c h in e s  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  S in g e r .

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SIN G E R  for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W . Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the SIN G E R  for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago F ir e  Suffciers. 
The Machines were the free g ift of the committee, and each appli­
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o t e  t h e  R e s u l t  : Of those ordered, th e S IN G E R  COMPANY 
SU P PL IED  2427 ; W heeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; W ilcox and Gibbs, 20.— “ New York Dispatch."

STANFORD & CO., Corner Bourke and Russell Streets,
_________ Colonial Agents for th e Singer Company.__________

M R . P E E B L E S ’ N E W  B O O K .
A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D , o r  T ra v e ls  in  P o lyn esia , 

C hina, In d ia , A ra b ia , E g y p t , S y ria , an d  o th e r  “  H e a ­
th e n ”  co u n trie s , H a n d so m e V o lu m e, la r . 8 v o ., 9 / .

M I R A C L E S  A N D  M O D E R N  S P I R I T U A L I S M ,  
by A lfre d  R u s s e ll W a lla c e , F .R .S . ,  o n e  o f  th e  b est 
b o ok s o n  S p iritu alism , e v e r  p u b lish ed . P r ic e  6 / .  
4  fo r  2 0 / .

L I F E  O F  T H E O D O R E  P A R K E R ,  b y  J o h n  W eiss , 
tw o  la rg e  8vo . V olu m es, w ith  tw o s te e l  en g rav in g s, 3 2 / .

S E X U A L  P H Y S I O L O G Y ,  a  S cie n tific  a n d  p opu lar  
e x p o sitio n  o f  th e  F u n d a m e n ta l P ro b le m s  in  Sociology, 
b y R . T .  T ra i l , M .D ., E n g lish  ed itio n , 6 /6 .

W .  H . T e r r y , 8 4  R u s s e ll S tre e t .

B .  8. NAYLER’S WORKS.
A T  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

T h e  U N I T Y ,  D U A L I T Y  an d  T R I N I T Y  o f  th e  
G o d h ead  : w ith  d ig ressio n s o n  th e  C re a tio n , F a ll, 
In c a rn a tio n , A to n e m e n t, R e s u r re c tio n , In fallib ility  of  
th e  S crip tu re s , In sp ira tio n , M ira c le s , F u t u r e  P u n ish ­
m en ts  & c. P r ic e ,  4 / . '  P u b lish ed  a t  6 / .

A n y  o f  M r. N a y le r ’s  P a m p h le ts  T h r e e p e n c e  each , 
o r  th e  co m p le te  s e t  o f  1 4  f o r  2 / 6 .  F o r  t i t le s  see  
“ H a r b i n g e r "  fo r  S ep tem b er.____________________

“ T H E  S T O C K W H I P .”
A  R a d ica l F r e e th o u g h t P a p e r , p u b lish ed  in  Sydney. 

W e e k ly , 6d .

South. Melbourne.

Ir Office, 106 Elizabeth l  
l published bv him at

, Melbourne 
jfocil s tm t


