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"Dawn approaches, Error is passing away, Men arising shall hail the day.". 
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" We must re-construct our beliefs," is the cry even or 
theologians and preachers. Never did a. . truer word 
come from the pW.pit.. The whole world of thinking 
minds, lay and clerical, sceptical and faithful, devout and . 
speculative, is awaiting a new synthetic religious move. 
ment. 
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The analytical spirit which weighs, measures, investi- . 
gates, and takes to pieces, is inestimable for the detec­

MANY and diverse as are the opinions that divide the tion of error and the prevention of deception, for clearing 
religious world at the present day, on one point there away rubbish, and for testing new inventions;· but it is 
· seems to be a certain agreement among most parties. powerless to construct new systems, and oi itself alone 
N~rly all are ready to admit the transitional character inadequa.te to satisfy the demands of the human mind, 
of the present state of things. '' We are on the eve of which requires the birth of the new thought more de. 
some great change," is the burden of most of the essays, cidedly, even, than it demands the death of the old and · 
lectures, sermons, and even poems, that come to us from the effete. Those features which have most frequently 
England, from the foreign countries of Europe, and from distinguished successful religious movements in the past . 
A.merica. What that change is likely to be, is very dif- are the safest guides by which to judge of the coming. 
f'erently stated from different points of view. Dr. Doi- change. We mean, by "successful,'' such religious 
linger thinks it will be a return to a very legendary- movements as have widely and endu~gly in1luenced 
we had almost said imaginary-primitive Christianity; th~ race, .and more particularly that portion of the race 
M.. <'.'omte thinks it will be forward into a new religion into . whose hands has passed the continued development 
of humanity. Some dread it and deplore it ; some hail of man's highest powers. Four striking features have 
it as a golden age to come. But whatever be the fore- marked such successful religious movements. First, 
bodings or anticipations ente~ined about it, the belief they have always been in themselves syntheti~, rather 
in its s~e and speedy advent is all but universal. It is than analytical, constructive· more than destructive.· 
also pretty generally supposed that the coming ch~nge .They ha.v.e always occupied themselves more, far more, 
will.aft'ect not religion only, but will include every de- with what they had to affirm than with what they came 
partnient of human life and human thought, religious, to supersede, which they trouble themselves ab.out no 

. . . . . . 

p<>litical, social and domestic. more than in so far as it comes in their way or impedes. 
·It is at least. curious, and may be instructive, to enquire their ·progress. They have, indeed, at their inception, 

on.what this wide-spread belief in the transitional char- often retained much of the old forms of religious thought 
aeter of our times is founded. It woulq ·not• be difficult beyond what was really in harmony with · themselves, 
to point to this o:r that symptom of local and individ,.ual and have shelled these off only by degrees. And this 
change and say-" Lo here, lo there, the coming of the brings us to the consideration of the second feature of 
new era!,, A wider and more genera.I view, however, is great religious changes, which is, that they have sprung 
best obtained by observing· how strong an analytical from the immedi~te past of their own times .and their 
spirit marks much of the work. done during the last :fifty ·own country.· As a child from. a parent, so . lJU.ddhism ·. 
years, more especially in religion. Biblieal criticism has spnngfrom Brahminism, and Christianity from Judaism· 
left hardly a book of the Scriptures untouched; and the M.ahometanism, indeed, would seem to be an exception 

. .. 
enquiring spirit of the age has so searched int.o every to thilll rule, b-qt it so strongly exemplliles the third char-
f'orm or dogmatic belief, BO insisted <!n·elimll;iating every acteruticof :religtOUB progress, and the third is BO closely 

. 'thing not susceptible of proof, that but little .rore than . akin to the second, that it may be taken to explain the 
a shell remains to any of the doctrines which a century seemingly exceptional position of 'Mahome~m. 
· ago were filled witli the life blood of the religious world. · The third feature of great ~eligious move~ents i1, that · 

) 

I . 



7$0 THE HA.BBINGBB OF LIGHT. 

they muet 'be in harmony with the ruling apirit of the 
age or oountry i.n which they become 111ucee1d\J.l. Lut, 
but chief of all, is that characteristic of great religiom 
pointed out so eloquently and so frequently of late by 
.Professor Hax Hillier, namely, their mia1ionary spirit; 
the puaionate deeire, overcoming love of country, love 
of riches, love of ease, to carry to less fortunate beings 
the lmo'!ledge of the glorious light shed upon the lives 
of the receiver. of the new faith :-

care of itaelf, it doe1 not need our help." This ii VfllJ, 
veey true ; but oh, how you need ite help I The help it 
can only give you by your ·helping others to a knowledge 
of it. How you need the growth, the development, that 
comes by standing boldly forth for all that you know tiO 
be true f How you need, for your on sou1'1 . oomto?t, 
the warm hope, the fearless courage, that oomes of bat­
tling for the right. Bieber, wiser, and happier is he 
who speaks out the truth that is in him, than he who 
gaim or retains a crown by temporising and by compro-. . 
miee. 

" It is the Spirit of truth in the hearts of believers which cannot 
refit, unless it manifest& itaelf in thought, word, and deed, which 
ii not ntisfted till. it has carried its message to every human soul, 
till what it believes to be the truth is acceptied u the truth by all co'lr'AJM'T11a IC .t mIONS. 
members of the human family."-M'Ax M:tiu..a .w..w.u.i.ii .a..1. 

To trace how powerfully this combined love of truth, (BEOEIVED AT ONE OF THE EA.BLY :MELBOURNE omOLEB.) 

or what was valued as such, and of pity for the benighted 
DxvnrE truth will alw17s :flow morEt freely to minds 

ones who had it not, has in:tluenced the actions of men, where the love and practice of good alreadI predominatie ... 
would be to write a history of all the great religions of Light shows most conspicuously in dark places, but 
the world. To trace the mighty influence it is yet to darkness has no aftinity with light. The light that 
exercise upon the histoPV of mankind would be ·to adjoineth to disorderly minds is perverted. and without 

·" heat. Love and wisdom immediately from God are 
attempt that which transcends the powers of our wisest heat and light. The love of God is always the aame to 
and most prophetic men. Yet we may fairly infer that all his creatures; but all his creatures are not in the 
1 · · 1.;i d ~ ' same state to be ueneible of it, or receive it ; and in re- · · 
ying waiting as the wor u. now oes "or a new religious gard to the reception of truth it is the same. Teaching . 

synthesis, to those will be given the leadership of religi- truth agreeably to the divine willis our object, when we 
ous thought, who shall . possess most fully the four find ftt and willing subjects. 
characteristics we have mentioned. Personally, we are --

Go»'s will be done on earth as· in heaven, you say. 
deeply iJ:npressed that Spiritualism possesses in itself all God's will do ye, say we. How can his will be done on 
the ,qualifications for becoming the new religion of the earth but by man, and most bv those who profess to seek 

. world. Weak and despised as.it is now, w~ do.not fear to learn and know his will~ He rules the hosts of 
for. it. .The. y-.who .. to. ··".·.da .. :v 1'1.· "die.u. l.e th.e.·.ma_· .. nifes.ta. ticm.s and.·· ·heaven, but man rules the armies of earth ... See how · .. . .. · . "' . . .· .. love abounds with one;.see the absence of it with .the 
teachings of Spiritualism,would, eighteen hundred years other. Let men strive to do His will, and it shall be 
ago, have stoned the Apostles. . They are simply either done : then shall the present wilderness blossom as the 
those ignorant of the subject, or else those wh. o make it rose. We can look u~on the inconsistencies of profes-

sing good men, who with the mouth say " Praise God,', 
a rule of life always to shout with the largest crowd, but in heart are cold towards him. 'Tis an easy thing 
or those who constitutionally oppose innovation. For to read pious books, and say devout things, but beware 
s. p'_iritualism and its future, we sav again,.we have. no of resting there. · God's service is not so done; by the · 

J heart, soul, and purpose are his ser\Tants known. We 
fear. It is in harmony with the scientific spirit of the would not say, do this, and do that, nor leave undone 

·age-it bases itself on facts; and it fearlessly throws oif this or .that, but we do say, Love God and man; this in 
all·. theories, all· seeming progress, that will not submit active. ·every day·life includes every duty. You could. 

no better see the force of what has been advanced, than 
to the test of fact. It springs from the very bosom of by God's constant love to man, rebellious man, who 

.· Christianity, as Christianity sprang from Judaism. It bow him not, they are·in many ways blessed, and in 
is .. in. itself constructive rather tha.n destructive, though every respects have manifestations of his love and care. 

Man, you will see, cannot destroy the love of GOO., nor . 
so.lDe may do it less. than justice on this point. his power and will to bless. 
· · And as to its D.issionary nature, its best and truest --

. founders. the Anirits theme. elves, are so fully· im. hued wi.·th To be godly is to be God-like. Can man, torn by pas-
, -r sion, be like him P Love God, love also to diffuse good • 

. . that aa to make their chief work, their chief interest This is not done by talking piously, but by living holily • 
. ·even.in their own happy homes, to consist in returning Your light should so shine among men that they· shollld 

· hi .l--L h glorify your Father who is in lieaven. There is very: 
to · t a wu:A 8P ere, to spread the knowledge of the great necessity that truth be known, but more, if pdss1-
beautiful ~ty of life everlasting among mankind. ble, that men should do it. Whatever love man may 

I. f b '- · · have for truth, heavenly and divine, should be to en-
t ose upon t.ue earth to whom this knowledge has light.en him for his duty.. . Those who know the laws and 

e1me are false to the work, they will be themselves the break them shall be beaten with many stripe8. If ye 
losers ; the work iteJe)l will go on and prosper in other pray to your heavenly father, pray ye not that his will 

· · .. han,ds than theirs. If the. missionary. spirit is not in be done. Ye seldom ask wisdom . without help to a.p~ly 
it. · When the throne of heaven is approached by the 

· them.· too ; if the love of· ease, the fear of the· world, are man you have no doubt it is mediately, your request 
so strong within them that they do not desire to carry reaches by a (spiritually speaking) natural process. . 

.. tbe good news that has made • gJad their own lives to · . We do n~t. P'!ll'J>OB~. extendiri~ our writing. beyond 
. others .. also;. then thev m11Bt reap as thev sow. The 1uke- merely p~ctfoal mJunctions. Seemg you have 18.id liands 

, ,, .., on the plough, look not back. Wlien in yourselves you 
warm · and the apathetic never yet achieved anything have ad~nced, it will be less ~ecessary that we enjoin 
much upon earth, nor ever will. ..But never yet wu·the the·pra. ctice of these. rules o. f life. that we so ~.iue. ntly 

..Lt. 1 a · have done. We write f~~_your good, not to·~~ your . 
ear"" . e.a." to these. Never yet was a great cause left ~emese for novelty, Were your circle veey'large, or 
without fJOOd 191:ders and ·devoted followers. · The race in the midst· of other circles, we should and sliall at some 
is for those who 1'W1 ; the victory is for those who strive. future time write by you to the age you live in, and to 
Let the timid and the time-sen.en ait still in their shel- su~eding ages. . But say you, are not those . we now 

read, given or adapted to .man in the.aggregate P do not 
terecl comers, ~d cry-" Oh.! Spiritualism can take practfoal truths need to be brought before his mind P 
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We •11•.; .·but. th• would. b8 trllW.. • .. otlier = 
hut goci4 thiQI haye been Wore. " Ca m7 I004 

And mill the pte ot bliu, 
Sink in the iulf-below­

That dread, unlmown aby•. 
To which the wicked go ! 

-

RECLUSE. 

Oommunioationa for in1ertion in tkil Journal ilould bti · 
plainly WNttttn, and all conoi$e QB pOIBtbls.. . . 

-
SOIENTIFIO RELIGION. 

eome out ot1"1.Dreth." 'Were we writing ml>limelr m 
lfnln, md ~ully 10 in matter, it woWd. lead 1our 
mia.cJ1 (and jutly 10 as far M JOU ~.· conoemed), from 
thon truthi tu.~ cannot be too often urfed upon your 
notice. Truths tbat lay the foundation o your. perman. 
ent he&,enly .. min.dedne1s. Truths 111'hich iio tlioee not 
d"irou of· becoming recipient of God's abiding IJl'&C8 
w~uld be dietuteful, were we. writing regardles1 of your 
weltare we should leave these homel_y matters, but they 
are necesea.ry, as you are aware. The ground must be 
prepared for the seed sowe~s ; if good seed is sown in 

· gooa grom;re shall reap abundantly, your llarve1t s~Jl 
b~ long. . e have our ~urpose fixed, our standard 1s a 
high one for you. We would say-° Come ye up 
hither," but make every step of your climbing secure. 
Do not mount insecurely; do not rise but to fall 
·ignominiously. 

EvmENoE OoeINtrED. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TRE lU.BBINGEB OJI' LIGHT. . . . 

MY object in reviewing your correspondent, W . .M.'1 
letter, was to repel a charge made against me; but also 
to illustrate a co'mmon corrupt and dangerous practice, 
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CONSCIENCE. 

StTGGEl'l'ED BY MB. HUGHES' LEOTU'BES. 

-
b··independent power 

Within my bosom rei~s, 
Oalled Conscience, looking o'er 

Hy conduct; which restrains 
Each action, word, and thought, 

With keenly prying eyes, 
· Nought must by me be wrought, 

But it muet criticise. . 
'Gainst sin that power contends, 

It pleads the cause of God ; 
Condemns and r~prehends 
· Intemperance and fraud. 

'.· . What art thou P ·Censor say, ... . 
· , . ·That. I should. bow to thee P ... · 

Submit too and obey, 
· And let you rule o'er me. 
Unasked why interfere, · 
Wit~ all my thoughts and ways, · 

And cite me to appear · · 
· Before your Bar always? 

( "RepltJ.) 
. A messenger of love, · . 

.·.Commissioned from on high, · . 
Sent from the throne above, · · 

To teach thee purity ! 
I come not to distress, 
· ·But give thee peace·. and joy ; 

. My object is to bless, . · 
. Not tease thee and annoy .. 

If watchfu.lness and care 
From me you'll only learn, 

rn tend you everywhere,. ·. 
. Direct your each concern .. 

· Then hearken and obey, 
And you will ne'er regret; 

])id I not well repay · · · 
Your sufferings for me yet. 

Bright is the realm indeed,· . 
. And.· great the bliss and joy, 

To which I would you lead, .. 
Where nought can e'er annoy. 

But,. if you should refuse 
To hearken to my_ voice, 

Your powers and time abuse, 
. Resist me and despise.....;. 
. .A. ~pirit from below . ·. · · 

.· .. · AnAJ~~~:f~es:f:::de, .. 
· · . ·. Your sou in fetters lead. 

(A Spirit.) 
Beware ! the voice you hear 

.· ~· your Father and your -God, · 
· · Who's unseen, watching near, .. 

· Lest you should lose yourroad_1 

".' . 

of drawing conclusions from one-sided or• defecth·e evi­
dence; in which the party acts the part of a partial 
judge, who listens to the witness for one side only, and will 
not examine the other. Such a practice proves that the· 
conscience is blinded by prejudice, to truth, justice, 
judgment, and righteousness. . 

Your correspondent throws back the. charge against 
me. I shall not vindicate myself, but assure my oppon. 
ent I will endeavour· to . be more precise in the future. 
I . all\ not yet satisfied with the conclusions come to in 
his last letter ; but, instead of attempting to refute it, 
will confine this paper to "what is written in the Scrip- · 
tures " on the subject, which will enable your readers 
tojudge for themselves which of us is right. 

Your·correspondent wrote-" As the River of Egypt, 
and the great river Eu\lhra.tes, formed two of the boun­
. daries of ancient Palestine, your' cor.respondent, (mean­
. ing me,) is in . error, when denying tliat the seed of 
Abraham ever·obtained the promises-They.were.in poa­
iusion ef tke promised inheritance about 1500 years." · ··• · 

The following are some of the promises made to 
Abraham:-

And the Lord -said unto Abraham, lift up now thy 
eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward, 

. and southward, and eastward, and westward ; for all the 
. land· that thou seest to thee will I .t/ifJe it, and to tkg B#tl 

for ever.-Gen. xiii., 14-15. " In the same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abraham, saying, unto thy seed 

· have I given this land (in covenant) from the Bi?Jer of 
:Egypt to tke grea~ ri'Ver Euphrates.-. Gen. xv. 18. . . 
. Stephen, speaking of Abraham, said-God "gave him 

none inheritance in it, no not 10 muck a11 to Bet kis fool 
on ; yet he promised tkat ke would give it him for a por-
aeaBion, and to his seed after kim."-Acts vii., 5. · . 

In the book of Hebrews we also read-" By faith he 
(Abraham) sojourned in tkB land of promille aa in ~ 
strange co'll/fltry, dwelling in tab8"1aclu witk Iaaac mnl 
Jacob, the heirs with him oftke 1ame promiae," all these 
having obtained a. good report through faith, received 

· not t'ke promise, God having provided some better thing 
for us, that they without us should not be ·made 
perfect.-Heb. xi., 9, 39-40. 

Against such direct testimony what reasoning will 
stand ? I trust I h~ve ·said enough to· show my readers 
the danger of trusting to opinions, theories, or author­
ities, instead of relying implicitly upon facts, evidence, 
reason, and conucience. While the wonderful combina.­
tion ofharmpny, beauty, accuracy, wisdom, and perfection 
everywhere displayed in the Book of Nature, fills the. 
mind of the student of the works of. God with admi!:a-

. tion, awe, and atnazement; there is scarcely a chapter of · 
· the Bible but contains some irregularity, confusion, or 

contradiction, so that, as a rule, the more you investigate 
·the more your doubts .. and fears concerning its genuine­
ness increase. This being the case, I ask how can we 
attribute a book so full of imu:cwraciu to . the· same . 
Divine Author with the Book of Nature P 

. W. M. will hardly deny that the above passages prove 
that A.lrrakam ht11 not gd rsoeitJsrl the everlasting inherit. 
ance. When, then, or how, I ask, can he now receive 
itP as both Paul's and John's gospels represent the 

: abode of departed saints to be wit!& . Oiriat in ksa?Jm for 
.nBr. Thus Paul wrote-" We shall not all sleep, but 
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.. aibaU be ebanpd, ba I moment, in the twm1ding of an 89'811. M '' B." .bu, manelled at the belutJ of the delip 
e1e, at the lut tru. mp ; for the trumpet 1hall 1ouc1, ud until pitil.1111 1eience P.rove~ to him thit ft wu made 
the dead shall be ~ incorruptible, and we 1UJJ. be " by" and not "for 0 · it, bemg the n~ ·re.ult of 
changed. ; tor this corruptible 1biJl put on incorruption, caueee in their tum equally nece~. In the em~ 
and tbi1 mortal shall put on immortality."-Cor. :iv., manner the eye, the heart, lungs, &C., . are traceable· to 
Gl-IJ8. " For this 'I eay unto you by the word of the the &ilmoat undistinguishable orplll of the lower forms 
Lord, that we which are aliye ed remain unto the com- of life, and man instead of beiug a Special Providence 
ingof the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.. De1ign i_s known to be the natural outcome oflaw, rea 
For the Lord himself shall de1eend from. heaven with a m~mbering- .that_ what we mean by law~' that we_per·· 
about, with the voice of the .Archangel, and with the ee1ve a unrveraal sequence between ceriain phenomena. 
trump. of God, and. the dead in thriat shall rise ftnt. We of course are just as much precluded from denying 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up a1 we are from aftirming design, but it ie not from such 
, together with the!Jl into the clouds to meet the Lord. illogical premises th~t we aliall o~tain our knQwledfe 
in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord."- ·of the Supreme power; all that sc1enee can ~ll WJ is, 
lat. Thes. iv., 16-19. John represent& Jesus, saying, "In that under all tlie deceptive appea:nnces of µte, name, 
my·Father'a house are many mansione: if it were not so, I and force, or matter, or what we will, there lies an UD• 
would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you.· known something that it cannot tell us of, and for the 
I . will come again, and receive you unto myself, that interpretation of which we must look to Qthe:r sources, 
whel'e I am there ye may be a.110. as we must also for the basis of " sound morality and 

The above two passages contradict the promise made true religion." ;"'" J;U__ . · 
to Abraham, the prophecies of Daniel (vii., 26-27), e/{·v PHILOMATH. • 
Isaiah Ix., &c., &c., and Book of Revelation (xi.., 15), in 
which we are told that the kingdoms of the world are to THE ENERGETIC CIRCLE. 
become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ, and 
be shall r~ign for ever and ever ;" for we must bear in 
mind that toe day of the Lord intervenes, "in which " 
we are informed " the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, .the elements will melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and ·the works therein shall be burned 
up," and doubtless with it Abraham's promised ever1ast-

. 

. ing inheritance ! . · . 
R. 

DEAR HAR:BDTGBB-I merely write a few lines to let 
your readers know that our circle is still in the land · ol · 
the living. Since we re-assembled a.fter our three weeks 
holiday we have had a good dea.lto contend with, the 
very liot weather being one of our principal draw-baeks. 
Several of our lady members, too, are away at the sea 
bathing, and will be until Easter ; and our medium had 
a severe attack of dysentry, so that all these Ca.uses 
combined, have been very much against ue indeed, 

DESIGN OR OHA.NCE? especially where cha.n&"es are so detrimental to that per- · 
- ~ect harmony so essential to our progress. However, our 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE lliRBINGEB OF LIGHT. 13ittings have been kept up.regularly, and allt~ecme~-
----- Sm,-It seems to me that your readers are noffikelr bers at home hJt,ve as usual been punctual in their 

to be much aided in their solutions of the problems of attendance at . them ; and, . notwithstanding everything 
existence by t~e somewhat antiquated utterances of .we have had to contend with, we have been making qui~t · 
" R!' ·First he says-" If there be no God ·there can headway~ It will be remembered that we werQ to mt 
be no true religion, no moral laws, no soul, future state," under new test conditions of seeing the medium and the 
&e. · materialised spirit at the same time, and, as this some-

. . Of course much depends upon what "R." means by what interrupted the regular course of our proceedings, . 
the word " God." If he means a Personal Deity, ruling it naturally threw us back. I am happy .to ~ay that, 
the world, that is a belief which has been long discarded after a series of very indifferent si~s, at which little 

_by "oth· sci~nce and ~piritualism .. I(he means a pri~- or nothing was visible to us, and Kings light very dim, . 
. c1ple pervading all thmgs I am at a loss to see how this . a change for the better has taken place. It seems, 
second statement ie in any way connected. with his first. though at these seances we did not see much, yet pro­
I would point out that even Atheists insjst upon the · grees was being iµade in the materialisation of the spirit .. 
importance and existence of morality, . which modern form. Darkness was necessary to the process, and hence 
th~u~ht ac~owledges to be entirely separated from all the dimness of the light I may here remark that, when 
religious beliefs. · · the manifestations are of an indifferent charaeter, King's 

.· ~~st reli~ons inc~ca~ a morality, but this is not the light is also small and dim, thus showing its intimate. 
religion which consists 1n certain beliefs and creeds. · connection· with the rest of the phenomena. On last 

.. Secondly, he is very harsh with all who are "mad '' Friday night we had a very promising seance, five mem­
.· enough -to deny, or rather to refuse, to postulate design. bers only being· present. King's light was more than 

First . let us free ourselves from the worn .. out denun- · usually luminous, and by its means we were all enabled 
. eiations. of t~e " Athei,t's Chan~e." It i& not ~ question to see the entranced medium quietly seated in his chair 

. between design and chance-neither of these is tenable, and a petite form-that of a female, as we supposed-:­
. but science, showing us how all phenomena are the re- seated or kneeling close to his right aid~ and next to. the 
.suits of• certain stated causes first totally quashes the vice-chairman, who reported to us that.he. saw its face, 
· special Providence of .D~ign (~ince all that we see pro- hands, and arms, the face being of a da.rk colour. The 
ceeds from causes which in thell" turn arose from other hands were small and- beautifully formed· One was 
·causes far ,back into the dimness of the past), and next across the breast, and the other arm and h_and out. 
rejects all idea of the.power of. the human intellect to etretched. towards him. The form was heavily draJ>edin 
perceive . design first because " Design " is ·Emely a white. The medium, whom we all saw 9uite. distinctly, 
human idea~that of fashioning ·or ·shaping (Oreation had on bis usual dress. The small Ms,Ent..form we sup­
beins · unthinkable) and cannot be applied to anything posed was tha.ii of Katie King mate • · sed, as far as the 
outside ourselves ; and secondly, since the mere fact of head and bus_t. On the previous Bunc'!ay night several 

· the existence of c::ertain appearances produced as we of us saw a tall, draped form standing between the 
have seen by certain other appearances o:ffers not ·the medium and myself. The face was draped, so that I 
alight.est gro~? f~r any. sp.ch supposition: A~ Mr. could op.ly see ~he contour of it, but I. saw a long black 
~al.··· lace. has aa1~. '. m. . a o_rillumt paper. ~futi~ this de.. beard at .. t. h. e ch. in_ , ~nd I aJgo had t. he hair .... _P_ as. ~ed throu. gh 

. B?gn theory. An Igl!O~t person obsemng the bed of a my ~gers, I hanng one of my hands resting on the 
. river, how acc~tely it was formed at each part to sup. medium's head a.t the same moment .. The figure was 
·ply the wan~ of.that part; how here where the banks that of John· King. ()n Sundaylast the weather was 
!'ere steep it po1ses&ed ·.great· depth ; how in the plain very_ warm and muggy,· so otlr manifestations were not ao 
it waa broad, smooth, an~ capable of navigation ; how .it ·good ae on Friday, though the attendance of members 
frl'&dually grew bro•der to ·aeoommodate the increasing wu larger. They were similar to those of Friday, but 

.. Dody_ of . !ater ; and ~ow !onderfully it drained all the not so p~wedul, nor was the· light so . luminous. We 
. sum.>un~mg country in this orderly way instead of con- are· all much pleased with. the progress we are m&:king, 
verting it mto o~ v~t swamp, would most propably and ere long Jiope to be able to allow some of our friends 

· .. 

, ":i 

· ... · ,''.•' 

I . 



/· ., 

·. 

· ... .,·' 

I .. · 

THI D1GIB OJ! ~LIGHT. '188 
' I .-, '~ t , < '•' _!";:~,:;, ~f• "''j ""-'!~ -.x"''i.f,, >', ~'<.:~,,,~~; ~,.,.. ~~( '~ ~"'"4.''•~ ),,"( , ' ~ ~ ,"t•"-;:; ,<-" ;, 

~~ ~ ,, ,,.~ _, -~ ,,,..,,~,~ ., ~-. ,,_ ~ 

Mmiuion to the Hmcel; but; thi& won't be for two or 
three mont'hl yet. Up to thil date, I ma7 add, the 
..ted ~k~ta which were taken away by the 1pirit1 jut 
before Ohriltmu hve not.been retumtd, but we bve 
no doubt they. will be. We camiot acoouat for it,. but; 
limply record the fact. One explanation of the delay 
in writing on them is tba.t our mediwn, not being a 
regular writing medium, direct spirit.writing cm only 
come occuioruilly. · · · 

BMilAurst, THFJ CHAIRMAN. 
28rd 1!t1'1wuMg, 1875,. 

THE "BOCK" ON SPIRITUALISM. 

THI GAT.11 .UAB, -· 
A.lfom1a of the man1 ~ we delight to record, of 
the mmif•tt.tion of 1pmt.C". nee, WU\loqht ud uneJ­
~ted by t~e receivers,. · come to our notice. We 
take a epecml pleasure 10 euch cues, .because they are 
to u evidence of the inel!GUing power of our dear 
friend1 on the other side of the grave, and also of_ the . 
deereue among ounelves of the obataclea to· that " open 
vision " which we hope will bless the earth in the future. 

There lives, in one of the suburbs of :Melbourne, a 
widow woman who supports herself and her children by 
needlework, and ekes out her living by keeping a shop 
of such articles as are in frequent demand m lier bu~i· 
ness. · Her life is a hard one, full of work, full of an:ue­
ties, overtaxed, ill paid, little leisure for mental culture, 

Tiits Church of England luminar1 is evidently much no hove of rest, no escape, even temporary, from the 
disgusted at the spread of Spiritualism in England. In harassing cares of her position. She is a good Church 
its iBSue of September 25, 1874, it bu an article on woman, religious, simple in faith, averse to new notions, 
Spiritualism wliich ~ommencee-" We are iP,gain com- and has no connection whatever with Bpiritualism-ex­
pelled to refer to this execrable subject, and to repeat cept one. One link alone binds her to the vast and 
with increased urgency all our former warnings.,, The increasing body of those who owe the sweetest comfort 
" Rock " laments that the time has gone hr when it of their lives to· the blessing of communion with departed 
might have been possible to itmore the existence of spirits. She bad no . choice in forming this one link ; 

· what, in old testament times, was held to be such an she did not form it ; it was made for her, unknown to · · 
abominable sin, that whoever was guilty· of it ·was not to her · she was born a metlium. All her life she has 

... allowed to live. It evidentlWs~ghs for a return of the been ~ubjec~ to influen~s, sights~. sounds, warn~ngs, 
. good old times referred to. at a salutary infi.uence dreams, waking and sleeping, of which she could neither 
the execution of a few score of mediums would have give nor obtain within her narrow circle any explanation. 
u~on the numbers of . what the . writer contemptuously She was, however, used t~ them, and being well laughed 
calls "Satan's wretched dupes," but in spite of the at for them in early life, as she grew into the cares of 
warnings, invective, and denunciations which he piles up maturity she ceased to speak of them; she could not 
very high, they go on unheeding ; he is therefore jubil- fail to attach some importance to them herself, for never 
ant that punishment is already overtaking some.of these did any misfortune happen to her, (and she inet more 
wicked smners, who dare to ignore the commands of the than her fair share of these) but that she was duly 
Church. It · appears that the leader of a popular W'amed of somethi.ng about to .happen, something to be . . 
musical band (probably. the mediumistic benringersJ avoided ... Her mediumship, h~wever, was so incom .. plete. , _ . 

. . . . e;aU.ed. the at~ention of the chairman .a;t a reeent ~pirit- and she was surrounded by circumstancee (so unfavour. 
· ua,listic meeting to the annoyance they were subJected able to :ts developmen~, that h~ri spirit-g~ides we~ .un;. 

to by mischievous spirits, who. ca.med away their instru- able to impress her with warnings suf6.c1ently distinct 
· ment• . and portmanteaus, and sometimes one of their to be available as a means of protection to her. Even 

number was carried bodily into another room. He in the case of a most unhappy marriage which she con• 
asked advice as. to what he and his companions should do tracted, and which proved the bane of the best yea:r;s of 
under these circumstances. Mr. Morse (the medium), her life, thou~h the warnings we1e repeated.Ir given 
who was present, was shortly afterwards controlled by a they were so mdi~tinct in character t~at she had a~ t~e 
spirit, who expressed his pleasure in being able to offer time but a vague idea of what they pointed to. This is 
them the counsel and advice they desired. In the course 8 very common experience of med1ums when they are. 
of his remarks he said-" You must also bear in mind as yet only. -partially developed. Whenever the medium-

····.that the spirit, from the highest to the lowest, is simply isttc power is cultivated to advantage, whether by the 
a-human being removed from among you. Therefore, efforts of the individual, or by favourable circumstances, · 

. ·when these spirits meet you, it is best to try them this difficulty disappears, and, as is narrated in the Bio-

. rightly and deal with them scientifically, because, first, graphy of Mrs. Con~t, the ban~ of guardian spirits 
we find that when they are driven away they only re. become the truest friends and wisest counsellors the 
turn. again to do you liarm · by coming in greater num.. medium has. · After many trials and much misery, that 
hers. But if you reason with them they will net be so might have been avoided had she been in fuller commu-
bad. It is, remember, a fight between purity and impur.. nion with her spirit .. guides, our poor friend was called 
ity. . . ~ · . Remember that a violent mm among to meet one trial more, that seemed to be the very bitter. 
you has only to throw off his material form to become a est drop in all her cup of woe. She lost an only and 
very devil. But just as you may make a man better by most beloved daughter just entering into womanhood, 
in. struction and e:omple; so you may make spirits better her companion, her friend, her darling, her only one was 
by strict attention, and not · onlX improve but elevate taken from her. No one· that has ·not met this trial 
them." This address the ":Rock' looks upon as iml)ious themselves can fully realise the .desolation of it. It 
in the ~best degree-to attempt the reclamation of would have been but natural tha.t she should have rebel­
" .fallen spirits " is fiym..· g in the face of God! . The. re is led against it. in bittemess of· spirit, or sunk beneath it 
nothing (says the writer) in Scripture to lead us to sup- overwhelmned With melancholy. But no; a strange joy 
.vose t1ieir recovery or amendment possible. Their doom tempered her bitter· grJ.ef; . her heart was ever mu~ur-
1$ irrevocably fixed, and they know it.'' The article ing to her-" My darling is safe, eaf~ !fom s~ermg, · 
concludes by urging the Bishops to move in the ·matter · from. sin,. from· her long protracted pain. While thus 
before the whole land becomes defiled, as the movement she thought rather of the departed one'a great gain than 
(SpiritualDm) ie now rapidly becoming one of the most of her own great loss, three or four days after the 
prominent :perils of the day. ·We perfectly agree with funeral, she sat in the evening twilight quietly musing, 
the concluding sentence. Spiritualism is undoubtedly and sometimes talking with ·a sister-in-law who had 
one of the most prominent perils to Ohurch and dogma, helped her watch t~e (lying bed of· her da:'lghter. All 
but it is rather too late to bring the theological brooms at . once a step, which they both recognued, though *° bear to sweep. back the tide which· ia rapidly spread- neither spoke, came running up to the closed street. 
ing .· over the civilized world. No Ohurch dmns (or door, some one outside gave. a peculiar mp, a rap which 
. damllll) are strong enough to seriously impede its ·pro- the daughter alwap gave as a e~ to· her mothe~ that 
~ess : the only hope for the Churches is in the elevation it was she who was there, whenever she came home m the 
·of their 1>latform. Here and there we find ministers evening after the· shop was closed. " Mamma, Mam:ma," 
. realising this, but ihe majority still cling to the old dead. cried her well-known tones outside. The mother and 

. · level-h~wling over the aperoaching danger, but making her sister·in-law gazed at one another stupefied with 
· no practical. eifort to avert it. · . . . . ast-OnishlDent ; both heard· the step, the rap, the voice, 
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but how ooulcl.· · thn, utt.,ty uninformia u the1 were of uve been at ou '.tbu · genuine medium1, efectini:! 
limilu ·m1niftdafion1 ooo~ in 4)thu .pmt.t of the that occurred at their ltDOM, with no other ud t .. 
world, how. could they dream. ot the .• 1m_l. boou. ud ·that which W. give them b1 the 121rit.. TD flilinr,. 
bleuing 'ffhich wu va to •age thtlrmef ad cheer howevei, or not comin_g m tb:e way they wanted it, the1 
tb~ Jon.el.mt. •. · .. e mother hM 1mce oltien reP.ri!ted .ort. to trickery,. under the 1trong tem~tation of the 
tut 1he did not open t.he door to her une1peoted m1tor o_pportuDi~ · to mab money. Any medium may 1011 
more rapidly, for utonilhment kept her a few momenta the ~uliar power which make. him such, either tem. 
unable to move ; ehe naturally thb1k1. that had she done f.Oraiily or . entirelr, without knowing in· the lent whJ' 
oo, 1he D1i1Jht have eeen her daughter· face to face. Thha, 1t is withdrawn. No doubt, in such a ca11e, it. ie d.Ullcult 
·however, 11 highly improbable. It wu not the cloaed and diuagreeable to make the avowal of the lose ; but 
door of the street .that conetituted a barrier between no. other course ii open to a.n;r one who would keep that 
them, but the vet undeveloped medium.ship of the which ie worth more than meCiiumsbip-self-reepect and 

·mother.. At the' time this occurred abe wu quite un.. inte ri~. · ' 
acquainted with Spiritualism, and knew nothiDg of its A~ain, it is clear that on. all Spiritualists reata the 
theoriee . or it1 e:1:periencee. Since then it bu been a duty of alwayo carefully investigating at every circle or 
pleuu.re to us to. point out that this momentary mani- seance they attend, of never· being careless, super1titious, 
festation is in all likelihood, and, if' she will co-operate, or inditferent as to proof, and this duty is 1olemn and 
only the pr~cursor of a. closer, happier intercourse. The onerous in proportion to the amount of conftdence 
simple practice pursued b:y many who wish to develop that attaches.in the world to the name of the investigator. 
then• mediumistic gift to liigh.er :20ssibilities9 of sitting More than ever do we look to men like Crookes, and 
tranquilly and regularly alone without an:dous thought, Varley, and W aUace, to conduct their examinations 
for an h.our daily, will most likely enable the daughter under the strictiest test conditions that scientific know. 
to come often again. and a~ain to her mother, till at last ledge and habits of aecurate observation can suggest. 
the veil between them will become so thin and be so . But, above all, let both m~diums and sitters learn .that 
easill raised that the beloved form will come at times- test conditions, and cool, rigorous judgment, are. equally 
a visible presence to bless and soothe the aching heart, necessary for the protection of both parties. No true 
which longs for her more and more, as the desolation of medium will hesitat;e a moment in allowing every facility 
the loss is more and more fully experienced. for examination that is post1ible : and when the phenom-

ena do not occur, under any special conditions, will be 
co~tent that they should not appear, without feeling 
aggrieved at want of success, in a matter which, if he is 
honest, it is beyond his· power to control. 

THE NELSON. HOLMES EXPOSURE. 

Tml:aE has been great joy in certain quarters over th~ 
exposure, app~rently very com~lete and well.;deserved, 
of a " Ka.tie King," ;who was neither Ka.tie nor any dis-

. -embodied SJ)irit. Our .readers will no doubt remember an. 
account published in . the Harbinger some time ago of' 
Katie Kfug having·a.ppeared at seances given in Phila­
delphia,· tlirough the mediumship of Mr. and Mrs. 
Holmes. At the time these appearances first began, or 
soon after, Robert Dale Owen ·published a letter, in 

The lesson to all of us is clear, distinct, and perhaps· 
much needed. We must be more cool, more strict, 
more severe in emmiµation1 more patient as to re~~lts, _. -·- -·-·· .. -· 
and more · cautious as_ to how and to whom we give our 
confidence. No one that has known Spiritualism for · 
any length of time, and by personal experience, will 
hesitate for a moment· in accepting these conditions, or 
will fear for a moment that the blessed certainty of life 
beyond the grave, and of spirit power to communicate 
with this.life, is in any degree imperilled, because the 
tricks of a couple of swindlers have been detected and 
exposed. · 

which he declared his conviction of the genuine spirit 
nature. of the. phenomena. He subsequently pointed 
out that the Katie Kin~ he there.saw, did not resemble 
the photographs of Katie ta.ken at Mr. Crookes' seances 
in London ; but, while calling attention to the fact, he 

. admitted that we a.re yet too ipora.nt of the· laws of , MASONIC. HALL LECTURES. 
· mediumship and of materialisation to know how much, 
or in what way, the characteristics and features of the Two highly interesting lectures were delivered 

·· medium affect the ma~~ed form. It i~ generally during the la.st month at . the above ~11 J:>Y. 
1 
Hr~ 

. understood that . the spmt UBWIU18 a form, stUllciently E .. F. Hughe~. The first, e~titled " What l~ sv,1nt ~ or 

. material to be recognised· by our earthly sen~es, from Mmd Material; Matenalism not .Infidelity, was a 
eubst~ces thrown .off from. the bodies of th.a sitters, more very logical one. The " M ate:rialiem'' defined by Mr. 

. espemally of mediums. It would not, therefore, be. Hughes is a very different thing to the soulless Ath~­
strange if there were 1ligit variations in the features of istic Materialism of the Bradlaugh School. The second 
m~terialised spirits, when appearing with di1Ferent cir- lecture "Life P11rposes,, was ·a "Harmonia!" ·one, 
cles .. · ~is, however, has n~thing.to do with the.present teeming with the principles of that philosophy .. We 

· case of' imposture. If the .American papers which. have annex an abstract of the· two : · 
reac~ed us ·by this·mail are at all to be trusted, a good- · WnT is Spirit p ·or Mind, Material; Materialism not 
lo. ok·. mg. wom. .an, in want of mon. ey, yielded to .the solicit.. Infidelity P" was the subject. of' the :first. The lecturer 
.a~ons .of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Ho!mes and, in conjunc- dwelt at some length on the unwarrantable antagonism 
tion with them, by means of slip panels, a wire bolsfier which ha.d been displayed by orthodox· theologians, 
in ~hich she was liid, &~., pel'petrated a gross fraud and especially such of them as claimed to be men of science, 
swmdle .upon ·.th. e. public. S. li ... e has been fully exposed both . !JY. ~ea.. .ns. of the pulpit and'. t~e press, to the 
and. brought to a complete confession of the mo~ ~tenalistic P.hilosophy,. and materialists . the~selves. 
opwemdiJ bJ the lea.ding Spiritualists who had at first Bir Wm. Hamilton, 1n· his lectures on Metaphysics, had 
endorsed the seances. In the whole affair we find mat.. said :-" Psychological materialism, if carried out fully 
ter for some regret, but for much more rejoicing· We and fairly to its conclusions, inevitably results in theo· 

.. ft!~et that any on~ possessed. of th~ high gift, and called logical atheism." . ·The great er~or, the lecturer said, of 
t,o the solemn duties of mecbumsbip, should deba8e it, theologic scientists ii, that they leap to certain results 

· and d~~e themselves, by descending to a cheat. But as consequences' of the admission that mind is material, 
· we reJol.ce that any and . (ffe~ cheat connected with and then, in view of their conclusions, deny and de­
Stiri~sm--and, u long u linman nature continues nounce mSifierialism. .. This furnished a just ground of 

. w . at it u, such must , sometimes be-should be always complaint, and the responsibUity of .tlie · material~tio 
lully and promptly e:q>osed. We are particularly gl&d philosophy involving, "inevi.tably," "theological atheism," 
when the ~%pomre ii eiFootied bf those well known as was not chargeable against materialists, but such of their 
firm-adherents to the cause. It 11 tO such we look most opponents as Sir Wm. Hamilton, who persisted, by their 
for carefu.l .scrutm.7, and for perfect franknesi in all that · tneology, in. creating a God of their own. In order to 
is ·the least mupimo111. · · . relieve materialism from the charge . of infidelicy, and 

The .event that. has just occurred in Philadeiphia matierialists from the stigma of· being infidels, he was 
shoul. d .taeh us one or ·two. l~eeo .. ne t .. hat we ~all p.ro- desirous to show, and from a. scriptural and theolo­

.. Bt. by. . I~ . s~ould teach us cqntinued watchfi en; for gic&l point of view, that. ma~ria.lism. does not involve 
there 1s. little room to doubt that the two . Holmeses • either atheism or any other kind of infidelity whatsoever. 
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. B7 tlte .. wo~ •ph:it, the tbioku;g part, or what we other.. should be in harmony With our opportunities. If our 
we term the ~d, ot man, wu to be und.entood. In circu.mtu.eea a~d . Po1ition forbid. our ~awying out. lite 
amwer to tu inqu.b.'l, what ii 11emt P what ii Dililcl P ,~o• for which we have • predilection, ev111 thollJh 
two diltinot and codie~ opimou had been mafn.. they~ may be couonant with our nature, and otherw111 
tamed ; the one, . that it ia material, 11nce · it poa11e11es · within. the oompua of our ability, we abould mocµf'y 
111ential cbn®eristic~ of mattier, the other, that it ia them, or relinquish them. for othen, 1till worthy, ifleu 
iml:P1teriat, ud not the 1ubject of any one propeity or ambitioua ; or we 1hould be atilfled with their partial 
condition of m.attier. The following is a brief sum~ attainment. Our . lite purposes would be in brmony 
of the ~ments adduced in su rt of the materialietic with the .whole of our exiltence. . Believing in a future 
new :-Mind is somewhere.*- statement involved life, we should live the preaent as related t.o it, and as 
the· whole question. It" comet, mind ii material; it being but a part, a small _part, of the .great whole. It ia 
mind .is nowhere, then it is indeed immaterial-it i1_ thus the preaent is made disciplinary for the future ; 
nothing. The belief that the mind is somewhere wu in the tranuient for the permanent ; the mortal for the 
aeoordDee with the teaching of the Scripturee. "·And immortal ; the earthly for the heavenly ; • and that man 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of th~. ground, make1 " the . best of both worlds." Our life purposea 
and breathed into his nostril• the breath of life ; and should be in· harmony . with the source and centre of all . 
man became a living sou.I." "I knew a man in Christ life. So far as we know God we should seek to be like 
about fourteen years ago (whether in the body I cannot him.. A want of .such conformity is dieorder, sin, and 
tell ; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell ; God the cause of all evil, and of all sufrering ; while to be in 
knoweth).n "Fo. r what man knoweth the things of a harmony with God is to be happy, and to fulfil the 
.man, save the ap_irit of man which is in him P" The pas. bigheat purpose f?f our being.. · 
sages having reference to death as a giving up the gnost; The lecturer then reviewed some of the principal life 
and those which narrated demoniacal possessions, and pur~oses to which men devote themselves, expre•ing a 
the exorcism of demons, are to the same purport; while wo'l'a of . compassion _for those who have no life 
the belief in the doctrine of a separate state· of existence, purposes, and who form the drift and the debris of 
and the. fact that the senses are the a.venues of the mind, being. He also appealed to his auditors, charging 
supported the same· view. We admit that God, who is a those whose . life purposes were unworthy to supplant 
~pirit? t~t angels, who are spirits, are somewhere, th~t them by worthy ones ; and those who had cliosen 
God 1s mdeed everywhere ; we m~t, therefore, admit worthy life purposes to persevere zealously towards 

· the mind of man to be somewhere. The mind of man, their consumation ; · urging each and all not to live for 
· being somewhere, must have dimensions; locality and the mere sake .of living, but to have some laudable 
· · ~:s:tension. are proeerties of .matter, t~erefore the mind life purpose; .to say, and so to act as to say truly:- · . · 
.. IS. something, and· if somethmg, matena.l; for what does "I would not live in vain ; pass through the world 

the • word . something mean, unless something material, ·For nothing but the journey, or to find . · 
something that has locality, and is extended p The lee- · Its end and outlet; neither would I live · 
tur fi:...-"h d It th • _1 • f To magnify its guilt and wretchedness, ~. · -~-~ er· LU."11 er we on· e-rec1procw·action o ·-mmd and Build up a monument from othere'-woes,---. ~ . ....--,-....,....,..;.--~. 

. · matter as evidencing relationship ; and on the philo. And leave a name inscribed in tears and blood : 
lofcal argument. He then defined mind as being a . I'd rather live to bless it ; what is bad 
thinking substance, the precise and entire character of Discountenance, and wh~t iE! good assist : 
w.hic;h is. not yet known, but which must, of necessity·. ,. be I'd make the world a. debtor to my life; 

· 1 Th And poorer for the loss of it ; its path, . .. · · 
maiiena . e customary objections to materialism were While treading it, illume; and when 'tis crossed,. 
met, and its advantages were shown,· not the least of Obtain a place 'mongst those illustrous dead 

• which, it was maintained, would be that it would lessen Who stand like beaco.as by the shore of time, 
the distance between the true in relitrion and the .true · And breathing on us, bless us, guiding home 
· · d · d h u1 • · o-b h Earth's younger-born and later travellers." 
~ setence, 2!'ll m uce t e c. tiY~tion, . o~ by t~eol~g-
l&Jls and philosophers, of a worthier BJ?ll'lt and practice 
than the spirit· and practice of unchantable accusation 
·and evil speaking. . · 

The . subject of the second lecture was '' Life 
Purposes." The lecturer remarked, that having on 
previous occasions dealt freely . with controversial 
subjects, he had thought it might be of some service to 
take :tiP a subject having a practical bearing, and said 
that life may be considered under two aspects ; . one 
·having reference . to what it really is ; the other to the 
period of time during which any one having life 
retained its earthly posession : also, that life purposes 

· · are of two orders ; ·general, and special ; that the 
· general purposes of life . are alike common to all, and 

em brace . tlie preservation, the .. protection, ·.and the 
enjoyment of life ; while our s~cial life purposes 
consist of those particular ends and aims we set before 
us, and of which, through life, we seek the attainment. 
:Man is so constituted, rationally and morally, as to be 
competent, and at liberty, to devote himself to other 
and nobler pu1'1?oses than that of livin~ in order merely 
to live. This 1t is which distirigmehes ·.him from 

· inferior creatures. lien also diifer ft-Qm each other, in 
the order and measure of their endowments ; but all 
have ability to set before them for accomplishment 
some woi:thy object ; and only as this . is done does a 
man· a.ttmn to the proper standard and dignity of man. 
L.et. ei..ch, th. e. n, ha·:v;· e som. e· worthy . life purposes. In 
o~der to do this our life purposes should lie in harmony 
with our nature. · We. Showd consider their fitness for 

· . us .; and our own ada~.1 tation to them ; and thereby seek 
· to secure consonance.· between our. life purposes and our 
~e forces. OD:1'. life p~oses should be in ~rmony 
~th our capam~ee. · Not only ·should they ~mport 
m.th our nature m the concrete,· but also with o~ 
power~ severally regarded, and the varying .proportion.& 

· m which . they may be developed. · .Our life purposes 

HOW I 0.A.ME TO STUDY SPIRITUAL· 
PHENOMENA .. 

A · CIU.P~.E:a oF · .A.u~oBxoGRAPHr.-Br Ro»EJr.T DALE 
. ,OWEN. . . . ... 

(J!?'f>11'l· tlie "A:tlantic Montlily," N'ooomber.) .. · 
· It was a quarter of a century after the time when I 
had shocked the Orthodoxy of New York by preaching 
Secularism) and had dreamed dreams, and published 
them, .of national industrial schools that were to 
dissipate poverty and . to regenerate ·a . supe?stitiou.s 
world. I had been representative in the Btaiie . 
Legisla~, member of Congress, delegate ·. to the 
Constitutional Convention of Indiana ; . and had finally 
been appointed to represent my adopted country at a 
foreign court. 

During all that period, though my thoughts. had been 
chiefiy engrossed by public affairs, they had .turned 
from time to time to religion ; and the theoretic&l 
opinions of earlier yea.rs had insensibly undergone some . 
change. I had · gradually reached the conclusion that 
·our consciousness enables. us to conceive of a great 
Originating Mind ; ·that such a Supreme Intelligence 
must be benevolent, and that it would be well for man 
:if he could .obtain certain proof of a life to come. Then 
I· .·began to . hope that t~ere. ·might b~ ~uch. pr'{of; 
. though,. so far,. I . had failed to find 1t · m historical 
documents, sacred or profane. · . . · · 

I had b~n two years and a ha.If resident in pictur. 
884}00 and stand-&till N a,;ples"' where, except · to. · the 
pnVil~ed f'ore~er, all spmtwil stlidies were forbidden .. 
I had heard of the "Rochester Knockings," wondering 
'?'hat 81?-preme folly would come up next ; and thougli, 
m J>&BB1ng through London on the way to Italy, my 

· gooClfather, recently convinced that l!piritual manifeata- 1 
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tiom wen a realitf, had abn me to two or three 
eittmga; I uw nothing there tie change my opinion that 
it wu all. impoaiure or •lt·deluion. 

Then·it waa-in my flftJ·lfth year, !'t about th~ .~e 
~e when Swedenborg tamed from 101ence to SpmtuJ. 
um-that there came ·to me by whit men are wont to 
Call chance, one of those experienceu, trivial· at ftnt 
eight; which sometimes euelce to change the whole 
tenor of a life. 
. I wu spending a 1:t evening at the house of the 

Ru11ian mmjster, M. . oschkine. Someone 1poke of 
auto8;\atic writing1 whereby one could obtain answers to 
queetione, to which the reply was unknown to the 
writer. It w~s proposed to test-this; and, as .the wife 
of the Tuscan ·minister, a bright and cultivated Englieh 
lady, who happened. to be present, expressed incredu­
lity, ahe was asked to put some question, the answer to 
wliich she waa omam that no one present knew. 
Having consulted in the ante.room with her husband, 
she asked, referring to three large gold.headed pins that 
fastened her dress in front, " Who gave these three 
gold pine P'' 

After a time the hand of one of the ladies present, 
one who. h~ barel;r h~rd of Spiritualism,· and was 
much prejudiced agamet it, wrote, m a strange, cramped 
hand, ·the words, " The one that gives you a maid and 
eook"-the last two words being written backwards• 

Every one· thought the answer quite irrelevant, till 
the lady, whose question had called forth this strange 
reply, after carefWly examining the paper, turned :pale, 
and confessed· that it was not only relevant but strictly 
true. ·The pins had ·been given to her by her cousin 
Eli.· ·zabeth, then livi.ng in Florence; and that lady, at her 
request, had recently se~t to. her from that city two 
servants, namely, a lady s maid, who had been in her 

· -- ·aervice·ten days~ ana a cook,. wlio had arrived-tWodays 
before. 

It is a.strange, soul-stirring emotion-and one which 
till of· late years, few persons have ever known-th~ 
feeling which, like lightning .. flash, comes over an 
earnest and .h~:peful mind when it has the first glimpse 
of the poss1bihty that there may be experimental 

· evidence of another world. I eat for hours that 
eve~g in . silent reflection ; and,; ere I . s~ept, I had 
registered m my heart a vow, smce religiously kept, 
that. ~· . would not rest or ~ter till I had proved this 
poss1~ility to be a probability, or a certainty, or a 
delusion. At last-at last (that was my exultant 
thought) I fR!11J be approaching a phenomenal solution 
of the world's most momentous, most mysterious 
problem! · 
• :Jf eeling thus, it amazed ~e to observe with what li~ht 
mdift'~rence the other assistants at this astounding 

· experience looked upon the matter. They went away 
!f Ondering, perp]exed indeed ; but wonder and perplex­
ity appeared to fade out without practical result in a 
week or ·two. I doubt whether, after the lapse of a 
month, an;r of them adverted to the incident at all 
~xcept, perhaps,. in the w_ay of relating to incredulou~ 
listeners of a. wm.tier evemng that very. odd. coincidence 
about three gold-headed pins and a maid and cook. A 
numerous . claa. P of men, illogi~ or indift"erent seem 
incapa. ble of .realisin. g the relative. imp~.1 rfilmce ~f new 
and unexpectied things aa they come to light. 

. W• it a chance coincidence P As· soon as I had 
satisfied. ~yself, p~~ all. doubt, that eve~hing had 
occurred m. good . faith, that query suggestea itself. If 
the ?Vritte~ answer had been "Elizabeth," such a. 
solution . might have been accepted; since, among a 
dozen of tJie most oomtnon feinaJ.e names, that of 

. Elizabeth w.ould probably be included ; and if so, the 
chances agamst a correct answer were only twelve t,o 

. on~-. . But who . or what was it that wen~ out of ita .w~y 
f:9 giv~ such .a round-ab°.ut amswer to a ~p~e question P 
Bo .. w mcredi. . . b.le, how dUli .• cult ev.en to ~.. . e that any 
agency other ·thm a thmking entity could have select.ea 
so une1:P.ecte~ a. fo~ of reply I .. And if th~ fDt11. an 
external. m~ce mvolyed; liow mtenaelymteresting 
the field ~f mqw.ry thus duclosed r . . . 

Excited but unconvinced, I . went . to . work in good 

11m.M, .d,evotmr. my· entire leisure to· the1twi1·tut 
W OP.GD.eel before n.ie. · ·We had, of oow.., no 
prof•ional mediums ; nor, though I foWul among om 
acquin~ three ladie1 smd two gentlemen who had 
more or lea1. of the mediumistic ~the lady who had 
written at the Bunin mini11ter'1 having the moat -
were any of them of much force ; not approaching in 
power othem whom. I b&d met since. hd, all ineJ•. 
perienced, we bad to grope our. way. 

However, bi sateen month& I had held two hundred 
sittings, of which .I · had kept a minute and scrup·u.loua 
record, extending over . more than a thousand foolscap 
pagea. · Theae I bound up in three volumes, labelleCl 
•• Personal Obeerrations" ; and at the close of ea.ch I 
entered a careful digest of the evidence obtained, and a 
summary of apparent reBUlts. · · 

The first volume was devoted chiefly to experiments 
in automatic writing, in reply to mtmtal questions.• 
The result, satisfactory in some respects, was a puzzle 
to me in others. 

I verified the reality of the phenomenon so far as 
this, that, out of atJfJentg-tkrse . mental questions, 
one.half of the answers · (87) were strictly . relevant ; 
while of the remainder, one ... third (12) were doubtful, 
and two-thirds (24) were irrelevant; irrelevant answers 
being most frequent in dull, wet weather. 

Tlie questions put usually referred. to the -phenomena 
themselves and their character. The replies, many 0£ 
them in~enious and some philosophical, were adverse to 
the spiritual hypothesis, as witness these extracts :-

"The phenomena of ta.ble .. moving, rapf ing; a-nd the 
like are not supernatural, not spiritua ; they are 
electrical and magnetic. . . . Involun'2i writing 
is a phenomenon growing out of magnetic it}', and 
similar in character to somnambulism ; it exhibits the 
electrical action on mind. • . . There is in certaiii 
individuals such a wonderful electric and magnetic 
force, and so peculiar a combination of elements, that in 
their presence inexplicable results occur. But we must 
not therefore suppose that we can hold cou1munion 
with the spirits of the departed, for such power does 
not belong to man." · 

Soon after getting this . reply T learned, through 
Mr. Kll:iney, formerly our minister to ·Turin,. and 
through Powers the sculptor, that ,they had verified the 
phenomena of unmistakable spirit-hands, musical 
mstruments when suspended in the air played on 
without visible agency, communications from deceased 
relatives, and the like. Reciting these allegations in· 
one of my (mental) questions, and asking an ·explana-
tion, I got nothing more satisfactory than this :- · 

"It is not possible· now to know whence come these 
,-· . . . . . . . But 

we cannot communicate with the spirit-world. To 
push inquiri~s in that direction is unavailing, and · 
productive of confusion without utility." 

The 9uestion. called up by this phenomenon was, 
" What mtelligence gave these replies ?" All the more 
im~·=t answers were obtained through·.°' lady of. an 
or · , pra,ctica.1 turn of mind, to whose east of · .. 
thought,. philosophical inquiry was absolutely forei~. 
Yet thrOu~h her there came to me such allegations· a8 · 
theee:-

Q. (mental). Is it of any conseCJ_uenoo in what 
language I writie out my questions, even if it be in a 
language which the person who . answers does not 
understand P-A .. Coming to a knowledge of the 
dis~ction b~tween the J.>O.sitive state and that which is . 
partial only, m the one it is probable that the language. · 
IS not material, in the other, unless the magnetiser's 
thought be in a language .known, there may be only 
oonffiaed. reaulta • 

Q. · (mentAI) .What is the.· dift*erence between· the · 
positive atate and that which is partial only P-A.. It is 
not the ea.me influence. · The concentration of magnetic 
force which is used for the one is not requisite. for the. 
other. The ordinary individuality is lost in one, while 
in the other both. powers act at once. . . · 

When I conversed with the writer on such subjects 
·- ' - • ' -· - - · 1 

-rile queatlom were written out, usually before the lltUng began, folded up 
1 · - ,. and laid on the table, with the simple request : 11 Please 11111wer th.fa wrltm 

· -111.or . .1'1J0-""""1 · of Wit- and ·other. partlculm, · aee · "·Del>Mabll Land queetlonl' 'l'o ensure. a lJeltlnent reply, I had, u a pneral rDJ.e, t.o keep DiJ 
bltWeen fibll Worlcl Ul4 Ile Nat," pp. -.1ee. ·. · . · miD4 bed on the subst&nce oft~ queitf.on, until the table began t.o move. · . 
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u the1e, in her normal condition, I found .that they · to the polb, went into the next room, returned, and 
were not only. without intereet, but quitie. wilntelligible would hardly remain still. . Unable to get uy com· 
tie her. But. I. bew it wu claimed by writers on vital munication, we uked, " Is there anyone in the circle 
m_ap.eti.am that, under mapetic inlueoce, the patient who ought to go oat P"-A.. Sophia Iggulden. · 
often obtains clearer pereeptiom and higher knowledge. She left the table accordingly, and as soon as 11he did 
I had read what one of tlie moat modest and cautious so the manifestations were quiet. 
ot these wri~Q had 1aid, namely : " The 1onnambuls Q, Why did :you object to Miss Iggulden P-A. She 
acquires new perceptions, furnished by interior .organs ; is· a.ntipatic his oimat-- · . 
ana the 1u.ccenion ·or t)leae perceptions constitutes.· a Here I ·remarked that it w,i.s spelling nonaenee. · 
new life, cllil'ering from that which we habitually enjoy; Soon after, we suspended our sitting. Later in the 

. in that new life come to light pbues of knowledge evening a lady · who was present for the first time at a 
other than those which our ordinary sensations convey spiritual seance, looking over my minutes, said, " I 
to us."• . 11nderetand that sentence ; . it means, ' She is anti-. 

I concluded that this might be the true explanation; paticiiaaima t-,' and the t is probably the beginuing 
and that the answers I received might be due to the of another word." 
action of the writer's mind, in what Andrew J ack:son When the ta.ble was then asked to complete the 
Davie calls its "superior condition." Whether the sentence it did so, thus, "Shs is antipatichisoima 
writer's own ideas were occasionally mixed in I sought to .. night." · 
to ascertain, uldnR: It was quite accidentally that we discovered the 

Q. (mental) Are the opinions which you have meaning here ; but once discovered it was unmistakable. 
expressed in writing in part the opinions of your The Italian word antipatico, of which the above is the 
ordinary individualityr-A. It is so to a certain superlative, feminine gender, is much in use, corres­
extent. ponding to " not sympathetic ;" eo that the meaning 

As the lady who wrote was an utter sceptic in the was, " She is very unsympathetic to night." 
spiritual. theorr, I· set do~ the opinion expre&sed that It was evident that such an answer, thus obtained, 
communion with the spin.ts of the departed was could not be explained on the· theory of the reflection 
impossible, as due to that state of unbelief. of ideas, or that of expectant attention ; tu us all it was 

Thus, after sixty sittings, running through three utterly unexpected. · 
months and a haft, I haCl. made but little progress Again, OctoQ,er 19, 1856 at a sitting in my own 
toward the solution of the great problem. I was the parlor, present the medium, ::M~s: Owen, a!ld myself . 
. rather disposed to set down what I had Witnessed so far The evening before an alleged spirit, purporting to be a 
as merely a mes~eric phenomenon, because an ~timate deceased sister of the medium, named Maria had 
and valued friend and colleague, the. Viscount announced herself, and had promised to return this 
de St. Amaro, then Brazilian Minister at the Neapolitan evening. Her sister (the medium), beginning to have 

'-· .. --................. co~rt, had brought t() my.notice..many of the .. wonders of faith in .. the spiritual theory, asked, when the .. table .. · ·~--~ 
what has been. called animal magnetism, together with began to·move, "What.spirit is here to-night?" 
cognat,e subjects of study. · Myself (sceptical), Oh, don't put it in that way. 

,- .. - . . . As . these opened on me I found it expedient to Ask what force moves the table. . · . ./ "~ 

... 

enlarge my: spbere ·of research, and to consult the best Medium (persisting). Please tell us.your name •... · 
professi~nal !orks on physiology, especially in its Of course we all expected the name Maria; instead 
connection with mental phenomenon ; on physiology in of which we ·got " Do fo :,, and when we a,sked if.that · 
general, o~ sle~p, on hallucination, on insanity, on the was right, he answered," yes." . · .. · ... 
m~ntal. ep1d~m1cs of Europ~ and America; together The · medium was much disappointed, and I sai~, 
with · treatises on the imponderables including " That can't be right. There's no name beginning . 
Reichenbach's curious observations, and the records of Dofo; but let us see what it will say." .... · . . . .. · ·. 
interesting researches then recently made in Prussia in It went on to spell r c e s, and then the word spealt:. · .. 

.. Italy, in England, and elsewhere, in connection with. the. It had . spelt as far as a p e before any of us hail the 
infl.uence of human electricity on the~ nervous system least idea what what was coming. Then suddenly it 

. and muscular tissues. :flashed on me ; I had said, " Ask what force moves the 
I collected, too, from London and. Paris the most table." And the table replies by another question : 

noted. works con~~ . na~atives of apparations, " Do fo1·ces Bpea'lc !" .· · . ..· . · 
hauntings, second s1ght,·presentiments, and the like and I stood self-convicted; forces do .not speak; I had· 
toiled through formidable piles of chaff to reach ~ few been properly rebuked for asking. an absurd question. · 
gleanings of sound grain. But who, thus tersely, thus logically, was showing up · 

Gradually I reached the conclusion that what had its absurdity? What intelligence had undertaken thus 
been· regarded by many as new and unexampled to reason the· matter with me? reminding me that if a 

· ph~nomena are but modern phases ~f what has always mere force moved the table, it was ridiculous to a.sk it a 
e:nsted; and .. I finally became convinced· that for a question or to expect an answer. I gave it up, fo. r. · 
pro~r '!llderstanding of much that had perplexed the there was not a word to say in reply. ..· 
p.t ~bli~. nnnd. under the name of spiritual . manifestations, Yet again, November 1, 1856 ; ·place and assistants 
hisiioncal research should precede evecy other inquiry ; the same as before ; spelling steady and regular. · · 

. that we ought to look throughout the past for classes of The name Maria announced. Tlie medium, taking it 
phenomena, and seek to arrange these each in its for granted that it was her sister, asked several 
proper niche. ' · . questions, but got no reply. Then Mrs. Ow~n spoke~ 

Nor meanwhile did I neglect my " Personal Obeerva.. and obtained seveml answers. The medium was 
. tions " In the second volume of these I find recorded surprised and hurt at this apparent preference. 
the results of :fifty ·sittings, running through :five Conjecturing that she might be misled, I asked, " Is it 
months. T!ie'*: were chiefly devoted to the obtaining Mari.a N-?,, (the sister's ·name P)-A. No. 
of commumcations through table-tipping, and occasion- Myself. What name, then P-~. W--. . .. . . 
ally .by m~a.ns of raps. And here I came upon certain Myself··· Was that your marned name P-No; · .. 1t ·. 
manifestations, often (as at the Russian minister's) was F-. ·. ·. 
incidental and at ~~t blush unimportant, yet, . when A lady intimately known to ~s more than ·thirty . , 

. more ... closely scrutinised, of startlmg and suggestive yea.rs ago· at· New Harmony,.but smce deceased. A~·a 
character. · · · test I asked her ·(mentally) what was her favourite 
. 1:ak.e this one as example. Au~s{· 23, 1856, we had song-· thinking of "Fairy-like Music," which I had 
!Ii .sitting at the house of an English physician resident often heard her sing. But the reply wa15 " Long, Long 
m Naples, all present being English or American, yet a.go;" and then Mrs. Owen and~ both recalled the f~t 
fa~iHar with the Italian language. The table was that that w• her chief favourite. Then I put this 
bois~rous and unmanageabl. e, tilting .violently. from side mental question, "But was there not another song that 
to side. At the word of command it waltzed, beat time you used often to sing at our house P" . 

. . . 

•:rraite du 8omnam.bultsme, by Betmnc:i, Hember of the ll'aoulty of llediclne 
fa Paris, Parle, 1826, pp. 4.6Utt!l701 · . 

. I 

No . reply for a ·time. In the interval occurred the 
following conversation :-

.l 

\ . 
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I . :rfr; Owen. Poor Karia! How much she 1uft'er6d I. uked . mentally with what intient a name so w~ll 

m e. nm.em.be~ had been ID.DOUD.CH. 
Kedium. Wu ahe unhapp~y married P . · A. •. " Gave pro-" 
.... Owen. Very unhappily. She was of a warm, There th.e apellq stopped. Inritatiou t.o.i>roceed 
~· ~pulsive di1~1ition ; while he wu cold and were unavailing. A:t lalt it occurred to me to uk : 
bitter. He treated her with great and persistent "A.re the lett;ers p·r o correct P''-.A.. ".No." 
cruel~. Q. "u the word • p_vfl correet P"-A. "Yea.0 

He ium. How did she happen to maft.y such a " Then," aid I, " please begin the word after ' gaYtl 
man P over again ;" whereupon it spelled out : 

Hrs. Owen. They had only known each other about " Goos a written promiBB to ~lw '""' tmtm tfftw 
a month, but Karia wu to blime in that a.Wair. tlialk." · 

Shortly after came five raps (the conventional call for Few will be able to realise the feelings which came 
the alphabet), and there was spelled out, "'J!selin9 t>ver me u these words slowly mieotid themuelves. 
'""" ~· aUJag." - If there was one memento of my outh v&lued above 

:M:n. Owen asked whether that wu a reply to my all others, it was a letter writte by Violet in the · 
mental. question or to her remark, and got for answer, nrospoot of clMth. and containing. e ve"' words, 
" Remark!' r.. • • -,, the promise ".fhich now, after half a life · came back 

The reply itself (very unexpected, since I was looking to me from be1ond the bourn. I have tter still, 
for the name of a son~) puzzled me, till Mrs. Owen but it hae never been seen by anyone else. 
recalled,. what I had partially forgotten, the circumstan.. . Though many results similiar to this have been 
ees of Maria's marriage, as follows :- obtained by· others, few reach the public. It needs, as 

When Mr. F-nrst came to New Harmony he prompting motive to overcome a natural reluctance, 
lodged at the house of Maria's father seemed ~uch the earnest. wish by such disclosures to serve truth and 
pleased with the daughter, asked her u; marriage, and benefit mankind. 
was accepted. A day or two, however, before iih:tt set The circumstances were peculiar. What ca.me was 
for the nuptials, he wished to break oft' the match utterly unforeseen. When long-slumbering associa- · 
alleging that he did not love Maria as much 18 h~ · tions were called up· by the sudden . appearance. of a . 
ought to make her his wife. But she, doubtless much name, it wa.s in response to no thought or. will or hope 
attac~ed to him .(as she .proved afterwards by a life's of mine. And if not traceable to me, it was still less so 
devotion), held him to hu1 engagement, saying she was to either of the others. They knew nothing of my 
sure John would love her when she came to be his wife question, for it was mentally propounded; nor of the 
Bo the mar~iage took place on the day appointed. . · letter, not even that it existed. 

It was with reference to all this that Mrs. Owen ha.cl Let us take note of this also. · When, at the :first 
remarked, " Maria was to blame in that affair."· Then attempt to reply to my . question, the unlooked-for 

7 ,--c-·· --- how touching at once, and-appropriate- the .apology sentence b.ad been partly spelled out-" Gave pro"-
u Feeling drives pride away." ' it did occur to me that the unfinished word' might 

. . . It would be difficult, m the same number of words be "promise ;" and it did suggest itself that the 
· · to reply more pertinently, · or probably more truly, t~ · references might be to the pledge made to me, long 

the imputation in question. years before, by Violet. Observe what happened. The · 
'I think that brief sentence converted Mrs. Owen-a letters p 'I" o · were declared to be incorrect; and I 

woman of strong logical mind-to the spiritual theory. remember well my surprise and disappointment as I 
It. staggerAd my life-long scepticism. I could not but erased them. ,But how was that surprise increased 
th.ink ?f poor Maria as actually making to us, from her when I found that the correction had lieen insisted on ·. 
home 1n another world, this excuse for a natural weak- only to make way for a fuller and more definite word­
nes.s ; and I recalled those tender words, spoken of a ing. It is certain that my mind could have · had 
far greater sinner . than she, " To her shall much be nothing to do in working out this result. If a spirit· 
forgiven, because she loved much." hand had visibly appeared, had erased the three letters, 

I think I should lutve surrendered my unbelief, as my had inserted the word " written," and had then 
wife did, seeing that I was wholly unable, on the completed the sentence, it would have been more 
pneumati~ theory, to explain the ·sudden and startling wonderful, certainly ; but would the evidence have 

· ~resentation of these four words, but for the fact that, been more perfect that some occult will was at work to 
shortly before, we had received through the table, and bring a.bout all this P 

.. purporting to come from three several spirits, detailed The above incidents impressed me deeply,. yet it -
information touching the death of two friends of the needed strong additional evidence, cumulative through. 
medium, every word of which proved.false. And in this out after years an~ elsew~ere recorded,•. thoroughlT 

··case we had tried the (alleged) communicating spirits to assure me that it was Violet who had given me this 
by asking sundry test questions, which were correctly proof of her identity. At the close of the minutes of 
answered; the true answers, however, all being known the sitting, part of which I have here given, 1 find 
to us. It had not then occurred to me that spirits from recorded this scruple:- . . 
the · other world might deceive, as so many men and · '' There is, however, in such results· as the above,. no 
women do here ; and that while some communications, proof of an O(!<.mlt intelligence which can distinguish 
truly spiritual, might be a mere ·giving. back to us of and repeat to us tlin91 not in our minds; but.further 

-wh~t bad been read in our own minds, others might be experiments may disclose a greater power than has yet 
. strictly truthful and wholly independent of. our shown itself." It was some years, nowever, before ~ms 

thoughts op knowledge. · · . . occurred.. · 
· But there was something more to come, appealing. to· (Po 'he continued.) 

the heart as well as to the reason. . 
I ~ave already, at th~ close ot'my last paper,_~poken.. TllE 8pWitual Inquirer (Sandhu~t) still. holds its 

of Violet, and of m;r gnef at her early· death. WhenI ground, ·and the circle reports are increasing in interest, 
~rst began to receive, through the table, communica~ " How and why I became a Spiritualist" a. portion of 

t 

. tions · purportmg to come from the spirits o:f the the Autobiography . of the :llresent President of the 
. deceased, the thought did cross my mind that if Local Association of Spiritualists is both interesting and 
those .who . once .took a.n interest in us were able still instructive. · Knowin~ from experience how difficult it 
'~commune with us ftom another world, Violet's spirit, is to· establi~h a s\>iritua.l paper, we hope the fri~nd~ ~f . 
()~ all others, might announce itself to me ; but when the cause wiU asslBt our young cont.emporary till it is 
month after mont~ passed without sign, I had quite strong enough to wa.Jk alone. · . · · . . · · 

. ceased to expect; 1t, or even to dwell on such a 
poaaibili·t·r. . Great w~ my surprise and my emotion, 
w~en, at· Jut, the silence was broken. . 
··The .. ~e and .persons were th~·same as in the last 

two examples. The name of Violet was· suddenly spelt 
out. Wllen my astonishment had somewhat subsided, 

. 
. In the morning when· cool, and collected ;rou rise, 
Your orisons breathe to the Lord of the skies ; · 
While your spirit is tranquil, and body refreshed, 
Reftect, and decide, then you'l do it tlie best. · ... 

•.Ln •• ~ Debateable .Lalld," Ip. 481•AH. 
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THI "Dl'B11NI'' AND SHAl"lmS. Spiritualilm u 1·1cienee~ not a religion;· p~ing it with 
- ~culture, utro~omy, geoloa,. ud chemwtry, to be 

·]hmm Ev .ura OI' S:rmtTVALIIK. dealt with . accord1ngly . 
.....,-- By apbituallilm, I would be understood the acknow. 

The Tribune wu e1tiabliahed, oritinally, in the !edged e:deten<;e. o_f the sp~t world- H.u.m~u Immortal- . 
interests of the oommon people, like the "Bom&n Tribune ity-t~e possibility of mtereommumcation . between 
-a maptrate chosen by the people, to protect the tliose m and. . those out. of the body, and not~mg more. 
people from oppression by patricians or nobles-to The morality or immorality of the vned1um11-tbe 
aetend their liberties against any infraction by Senate occuring facts, whethe~ important or pnerile-\he trl!-th 
and Oonsul1. . or . fal~ity of ~o!Dm~n1cations, .h~ve no . more bearing 

Is not our mo/drn Tribune a little too patrician in its upon simple spir1tuabsm than 11m1lar things have upon · 
ten~nciee, on the subje~t of Spiritualism P No soo~er electricity and· electricians, or upon farming. Science . · 
are its '-atrom, and efen 1ts /01indtJr landed on the nn.. is an oraerly arrangement of fauts. Give ue the foots. 
mortal eh.ores of the s~irit world, than all ~terest in their The use or no ·use, the sense or no sense, we will attend 
welfare u at an ena. I have sometimes thought, to hereafter. . . . . 
perhaps hastily, that the Tribune wu an organ to In ·an editorial of even date in the 8c1entdlc 
Clefend the peo~le of the United States, who are in the American, are the f9llowing tremendoua utterances. 
body, agamst all attempts of the people of the United Thefu mar. correspond with your " Innocent Earth-
States, and . anr other States, who are out of the body, qua e :"" HOW "'0 INVESTIGATE SPI'DI""UALia"." 
from establishmg a scientific . communication and ... a ... u-. 

friendly intercourse through which they might seek to " There has been lately an extraordinary revival of 
destror.. that which destroys-war, poverty, sexual spiritualii.m, and it ago.in challenges the general 
incontinence, solid and :fluid intemperance, together attention. Nearly all the newspapers, and some of the 
with the abnormal desires of mind and body-, that most · respected of the lit~rary magazines, . without · 
engender diseases, which are excuses for medication and reservation or protest lend their columns to its advo-dr\f :octoring.. · cates. . 

en the Fox girls were first in New York as " This revival of spiritua.lism is probably due to the 
mediums, l had a tilt with my friend Horace, in, which new phase which the spiritual manifestations have taken 
he accused me of" having an axe to gr!nd"-Spiritual- on : Materialisation, in place of raps, tips, trumpet 
ism favored Shakerism. I replied, "henceforth, blowing, tying, levitations, ponderations, etc., performed 
~irituaUam is an Institution qj" .t1merica." Am I not by or through the medium, we now have the spirits· 
justified by subsequent facts P appearing in propri«J personre, with. bodies apparently of 

KATIE ltING. flesh and blood, and nicely dressed in suc]i clothes as 
"We have _received, reoontly, divers letters of inquiry, they wore when they dwelt 1n the mortal coil.. . · 

principally from the inland and agricultural portions of ---'-'-Now~.these.-things-seem to justify usjn recurring_~ 
the country referring to what the anxious writers are the subject of spiritualism, and in improving the 
courteous enough · to call the " recent spiritual opportunity to point out some things which Science h~s 
manifestations." ·We must refer all such seekers after tc, do , with it. And to make the matter short, we will 
truth to those of our cotemporaries who have established limit our remarks to the alleged phvsical phenomena, · 
connection with out-lying ghostly quarters. . The the · movements or changes of matter. We leave out of 
Tribune only undertakes to deliver news from tracts view . of course, the religious aspects of spiritualism ; 
accessible to railway trains, telegraphs, or at.least, not to and 'for its bearings on psychology and physiology:,.we 
put too coarse a point on it, balloons." refer to what Faraday, Carpenter, Tyndall and others· 

As an order of people, we, the Shakers, do have have written. . · .... 
established connections "with the outmlying ghostly "In the first place, then, we can find no words w~e:re. 
world"-business connections too. Among this people, with to adequately express our sense of the magnitude 
Spiritualism, which is showing so much power-see of its importance to Science if it be true. Such words 
Rev. 18-origit;lated. From here, Spiritualism went as profound, vast, stupendous, would need to be 
forth to humanity outside of this order. strengthened ~ thousand fold to be fitted for such a use. 

Do you ask what good it has done P It claims to have If true, it will become the one grand event of the 
released the thirty millions. of Serfs, of the Russian world's·· history ; it will give an imperishable lustre of 
Empire. If true,· is not that glory enough? A friend glory to the nineteenth century. . Its discoverer. will 

· from. Albany, who went with the Palestine company, of have no rival in renown, and his or her name will be 
seventy Americans, was present at a dinner given by written high above any other .. For spiritualism involv~s 
the Emperor and Empress, at which · the Empress, a stultification of what are considered the most certam 
speaking of Home---the American Medium-states that and fundamental conclusions of Science. It denies the 
it ·was by ?irection of Spirits, th!C>ugh Home, that the conservation of matter and force ; it demands a 
Emperor issued the Ukase, freeing the Serfs, and to reconstruction of our chemistry and physics, and even 
this the Emperor assented. our mathematics. It professes to create matter and force 

That slavery in America was destroyed. by Spirit apparently out of noth!ng, and ~~ ann~hila.te them !hen 
agency, I have never doubted. "John Brown's soul created. It the pretensions of sp1ntua.hsm have a. rati9nal 

· went . marching on,'' as really as did the army, and he foundation, no more impor~ant "!ork ~as been oft'~red. to 
went not alone. Stanton was a confirmed Spiritualist, men of Science. than thell' verification. A realization 
and his statements, to us, that Lincoln was equally so, of the dreams of the eli$lr vitm, the 11hilosopher's stone, 
were most explicit. . . . and the perpetual motion, is of less importance to man. 

Will the TaiBmra, as the friend·· of . the · common kind than the verification of spiritualism.:' . . 
people, of the two conjoined worlds, let these important Having, for the last forty years, studied this s~1ence 
facts go forth to humanity P · . . . of• Spiritualism-by. it I was converted to ~hak~nsm-

In the editorial " KatitJ King," . there is a " break in with our own mediums, who have no motive, either or 
the wall" The satire is designed to make a clean poverty or vanity, to practice fr~ud, I visi~d _the 
separation between the real and the fictitious-the Eddt/&, who knew not ~f my commg, detennmed to . 
honest and dishonest. It is keen enough . for the knew of the facts, there existing-I went, as to. on_e of 
purpose; but do you not close the doo:r, to the inner Tyndalrs experimental lectures. ·After an unprejudiced 
world, a little too tight? Why·not leave the gates, at examination,.· I pronounce the m'terialization, that I 
least, ajar P When you put it . in this wise : · " This witnessed, of some fifteen spirits, of men and women, to 
materialization .must ~e either spirits, assuming vi~ible be as true and real--as genuine-as are any facts in 

. j.1:.if e, or a skilful trick of clever knaves-there 1s no · agriculture. or chemistry t~~t. I have ever witn~sed. I 
. way ground," I like it. That is just the truth of fully realize the responsibility I assume b)" this amte-

. the case. Just stick to that point, add we will get out ment. I do it as a duty to my fellows, who may not 
of the fog. We can solve this problem, as we would have · the opEortunities, I have had, in forming a union 
sol.ve any other scientific problem. · with disembodied men and women. · · , , .· 
· I was the first person, so far as I know, who defined "Two theories· only, a.re tenable, regarding most of·.· .. · 
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~irit mmite1tation1. The7 ·ue realaa true acl .'ID "DAU:mua'' KAl'D'llftAtxo•• 
.. · or the1 .are •· culeable hud." 8o •p the . Were continued, but m thee I uve t&bnli~in~t. 

leiatilc +merwaa. That 11 the pm to~ all ~ubte I don•t mire for thue ring and other mamf.tatio:u. 
~n, until removed therefrom by fact.--evidenoe. Although l.am inclined to believe th~m pn:uiner y~ 
But when, to thie, he addrl, " the media, in tb.ele euem, they never mtiereaW me. What I am m .. W .m ';II 
•.re either • the moat wonhip..worlh7 of mortal1," I the mat.erilliutioll of ~j101', in other W01'da, ia Jt. 

demur entirely. 1"8, too, fell. into that trap. The ~aible for sp~ta t.o mate • 'ze. themae·. ~ 'f. •. ? . 
fact. m.7 be iea1 and the materwiutjona true, and yet ~ ~t led you to suspect tut the " Katie 
the mediums be u great cheat. and liars, as were some King " of to day ii not the one you. u.w lMt Summer P 
of the Reporters-not the Tribune's-who professed to Jlr <NM-A.a I have nid, I never like t;o youeh for 
five, the public, the faeta of our Steinway Hall Ke. e. t.. anythlng that I ee.Dnot thor::!!&. authen. tieaite ; had I. 
mg,· on tlie 22nJ. November, and as aomtibofly must be, not 80 strongly indoned the " eetations I would have 
iu the ~t scandal ~ts. . said nothing. H:r suspioiom wen Int a.roued, and 

Even. when media are eii,tirely truthtul, it Do-more those of my fri. 'ends, 1Jt!1; difference in the forms m.d 
constitutes. them worship-worthy, . than is a pipe, that faces of the oc Katie · " The arrangement of the 
eonve.Ys precious or vile fluid-than is an electric cabinet did not satilff me, ad I eo atatea to ~he Holme· 
machme. ~ain says the Editor, " Ooncemin.g · raps· sea. I requested that the cabinet be placed on cutora, 
and . materializations, there is a question of fraud or no 80 that it could be moved to any part of the room, and 
fraud, and this is a question of such fundamental· also that it be thrown open for e:mmin&tion. ~ow, while 
character, that the answer to it is conclusive of the they did not refuse to do this, they neglected ~· accede 
whole matter." 'Then come the tests, to settle the to my request, which .amounted to t~e ~me thing. . 
important question-A gun is· suggested, to. shoot the Hr. Owen then described the proxmuty of the ca.bmet 
apparition. This, the Editor is afraid of, and warns the to a window (that had been boarded up) and a door, and 
investigator that an action, for murder, would lie, stated that the arrangement might have allowed of traps. 
should the fraudulent medium be killed. · . He further stated that before writing the .letter publiSb.­
. Of the fifteen male and female figures of different ed above he called on the Holmeses and advised them 
sizes, ages and proportions, that I saw, any one of them that he was not absolutely satisfied with t~eir ~nner of 
might have been subjected· to that test. But I too, conducting their seances In the case ofthell Nmth .. street 
would give a caution. While any kind of a test, that seances Dr. Ohild, myself and some others to_ok do~ a 

.
a sincere enquirer might honestly require, as evidence, partition that there existed, and had a practi~ build~r 
or to detect fraud, would pass harlnlessly ; should the to aid us, but found nothing to shake our belief. I said.· 
IBBtw be a fraud, the' missile might rel:iound and kill to the Holmeses that the placing of 
the sender. THE CA.BIRT 

·Then we haye the " Lasso" suggested, " a dark ·On castors would dispel all susp~cion, yet they . did not 
. ·· lante~, . sol!le ~~k,"-. then. " a s~ong -~asp upon ~~e- . ~~I?!_ the idea. . A.~ain, Dr. Ch~d,. w1io went ~th. them 

-materialization. Any--thmg;- fnends, if you beat' m in several houses found two that seemed · admirably 
·mind, .that .,h~ply c?nt.ending with something real, you suited to.the purpose, but these did not meet the ideas . 
. may kick against pricks. . ·. . · . . . . . ofthe Holmeses, who complaine~ of the rent and s~me 

· If "the peace of. ·society· is disturb~d, . so:r;neth1ng other matters. Dr. Child, you will un~rs~d, was JUSt 
must be done for quiet, or many good friends will go to as much interested in freemg. the manifestations of all 
~edlam/' I trust t~at all those Editors, who ~ave su~h suspicious surroundings as myself. 
liber~l advance notice of our Shaker· Meetings, will Beporter-Do you think that the Holmeses would 
happily escape~ practice a fraud? . . . . 

· F. W. Ev.A.NS~ Mr. Owen-I repeat I do not ~ke any. accusa~?n, 
but certainly none could bett~r d? 1t,:han the7. Failin!· 

R. D. OW:EN, . ON THE HOLMES' to produce the original" Katie King they IDlght be le 
MANIF.ESTATIONS. to produce a bogus on_e. . . . . 

. Wm extract the following from the :Pkilailelpkia BuZ­
l~~}n whie~ ~t appears un~er the. hea!1fug of " How a 
promment Sp1r1tualist repudiates his faith." 
· · . PHILADELPHIA, December 6, 1874 .. 

Circumstantial . evidence, which I have just obtained, 
induces ·me to withdraw the assurances which I have 

· heretofore given of ::l confidence in the genuine char­
acter. of certain ma · estations presented last Summer, 
in my presence, through Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Holmes. 

. RoBEBT DALE OWEN. 
· Learning that Robert Dale Owen had affixed his eig­

. ·· nature to the letter quoted above, our representative 
·. called upon him and had the following interview : 

Beporter-What are your grounds for this withdraw-
. al of confidence P . . . 
· Mr. Owen-Understand me; I do.not make any ac­
cusation, but simply do not wiah to give rise to any 
confidence in these manifestations. Myself and friends . 
have every reason to believe that the manifestations of 
last Summer were what they were represented to be, but 

.· the "Katie King"· lately shown us is not the same. 
Beporler---ln what way does she .differ-in facial re-

spects or otherwise. · 
· If'. Owen-The latest " Katie King" differs in both 
face and form. She is shorter than the "Katie King" we 

· saw last Summer. · Let me say_ to you that upon the 
return of the Holmeses the '· Katie King" of last· Bum-

., ·mer reappeared to. UB and said, ~ot in the words I. am 
about to use, but to t~e aame _purpo~, that she bad been 
ad'fanced in the spmt world and 1t would be more 
diJlicult for her to appear in the future. After that there 
was a break of about three weeks, when " Katie King" 
again appeared, but my friends· and ~yself look upon 
hei- as a, bogus one. Of course you will understand that 

. I . 

Beporter-Will this discovery hurt the ea.use .• ·of. . 
Spiritualism ? . . . . . • .. 

Mr. Owen-Oh, not at all. It is merely the failure · 
of one experiment ; that is all. . · 

BepMter-Who is " Katie King P'.' .. . . 
Mr. Owen-That I cannot answer. Dr .. Child baa 

published a letter whic~ he believes .came through her · 
but it must be taken with a, few gra,1ns of allowance. I 
am never in favor of accepting anything of the kind 
without corroborative· evidence. ~ 

Mr. Owen concluded the interview by stating th&t he 
had.been informed by oome. friends ~liat the Hobneses 
were ·willing to accept :the suggestion he had ·made, 
which he (Mr. 0.) hoped was true. ·The matter these 
friends intend following up, but for the. p~seD;t :Mr. 
Owen desires to withdraw all that he has B1!ld . m. the 
way of vouch~ for the correctness of the manifestations. 

Tn:E Bruce Herald of December 22nd,. contains a long 
account furnished by .their "own". co~spondent,. of a 
seance held at Dunedin. The m~es~tions. consl8ted 
of raps trance speaking and medical . diagnosis. One of 
the me~bers of the circle: form~~ly r~sided at BaJ.larat, 
and although interested in 8pm~Ualis1?'1 was unable . to 
obtain sufficient evidence to. convmce h~meelf of the facts · 
until through the manifestations at the circle referred. 
to, all doubts were removed. . 

HOW TO AOT. 
-

:D~ nothing you would fear to do, · 
Though it were known abroad, . · · 

. The path of truth, and love pursue 
It is the way to God ! 

. ' '. ' . . . ' 

·. 
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.. 
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.. 
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IS THBBE A DEVIL P• 
-

TH1 above ie the title of a Lecture delivered a.bout 
eighteen months since at the . Turn Verein Hall, HeJ .. 
bou.me, by. Hr. Tyerman. It was subsequentlI· published 
in pamphlet form, and the edition was rapidly dispos­
ed of. The frequent enquiry for copioo since the Bret 
edition wu sold out has induced tlie author to publish 
a second revised and enlarged edition, a copy of which 
ia now before us. The question as to the existience of a 
Devil is ably .answered by ¥r.· Tyerman in the negative, 
for; the followmg reasons, viz.- · 

1. In the first place,· the orthodox account of his trans .. 
formation from an Archangel to a Devil, and hi~ expul­
sion from heaven, seems to me utterl7 incredible. 

2. My second reason for disbelieving in the existence 
of Satan is, t.b.&t such a personage was not known to 
the early writers of the Bible, and when he was intro­
duced he was bl. no means the bad being the New 
Testament describes ; which proves that he was an evil 
character graduaHy developed to meet the progressive 
requirements of theological religion. 

3. My third reason for rejecting the doctrine of a 
personal Devil is, that his existence in the character, 
and as doing. the works, which theology att!'ibutes to 
him, is absolutely inconsistent with the infinite perfections 
. of .our Heavenly Father. 

4. I r~ject the doctrine of a personal Devil in the 
·fourth place, because there is ample evidence that he 
ha~ a mythological origin, and is altogether a mytho. 
logical character. . . 

5. The untold mischief which the belief in a personal 
Devil has wrought in the world, is mv fifth reason for 
denying his objective existence. 

6. The last reason I have time to mention for re-
jecting this popular personage is, that departed Mpirits, 
who communicate with mortals on earth, declare that 
no such a being is known in the other world." · 
· The arguments adduced in support of these six pro­

positions are very good, indeed some are unanswerable, 
although the belief in a personal devil is fast dying 
out, still there are many who countenance it as a mat-

THE MISSES PJ!ILLIPS. 
-

The abovemnamed Mediums have recently removed 
from Sandhuret to Melbourne, and purpose holding 
Seances at No. 8, Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, Miss 
C. A. Phillipa has been known for 1ome two years at 
Sandhurat as a speaking Medium, and has delivered 
ma11y addresses from the platform of the local· Associa.. 
tion, we have published several of her trance utterances. 
Her sister Miss Phillips, has more recently developed 
as a Medium for Raps, a class of Media which is rare 
here at present·. We were present with a. few friends 
at an opening Seance on Saturday February 20th., and 
although the manifestations were not of a striking 
character, they were sufficient to convince an unbiassed 
observer of the genuineness of the Mediums, and to 
give hopes of more striking Manifestations when the 
Circle room becomes more fully charged by the controll­
ing spirits. The seance was opened with an Invocation, 
at tlie conclusion of which Miss Phillips rose, and the 
controlling intelligence gave an introductory addreBB to 
those present, concluding by informing them that 
spirits were ready . to give. them manifestations of their 
presence. During the deli very of the address and after 
its conclusion, faint raps were heard on the table at 
·which Mies Phillips sat·, and some of the visitors having 
expressed a desire to communicate by these means, the -
printed alphabet was called into requisition. At first 
the raps were uncertain and frequently indis~inct, the 
messages spelt out being incomprehensible, later on, 
a spirit having expressed. a desire to communicate with 
a lady who was present we volunteered to go over the 
alphabet for her, whilst doing so she was powerfully 
influenced and twice ·thrown. into a semi-trance state, 
but resisting the influence it left her, she then · 
commenced askihg questions herself',. and the replies­
were given promptly, the :raps be1n.g loud and distinct .. 
The spirit said he had a message he was desirious to 
give, and by. the alphabet spelt out, " 1 want you to see 
L--, and bring him here." The lady objected, 
saying that L--would think her mad to prefer such a 
request, but the spirit earnestly exhorted her to try, 
and leave the result to him, the seance was shortly after 
brought to a close. During most of the time and 
whilst .the raps were loudest, Miss Phillips sat away 
from the table, and no person touched it. · · 

. · .ter of· expediency believing that it exercises a whole­
some restraint. on the ignorant, Mr. Tverman combats 
. this idea on the broad principle that a religion based 
on fear, is demoralising in its nature and cannot be 
productive of good. The style of the lecture is aµi­
mated, interspersed with satire on existing dogmas, AN ILLUSTRATEI) SPIRITUAL PERIODIC.AL. · 
as a pamphlet· it is weU got up, and will doubtless. 
command a ·ready sale. · 

MR. CHARLES BRIGHT. 

W B are· happy to be able to announce that arrangements 
hav;e been enterEHl into with the above gentleman to 
deliver a course of thirteen lectures, under the. auspices 
of the Victorian Association of Progressive Sriritualists. 
As it is thoJlght the Masonic Hall will be too small to 
accommodate the audiences likely to attend these lec­
tures, the committee are endeavouring to arrange for 
the Temperance Hall for the. purpose. The series· will 
c.ommence on Sunday, March 14th. Full particulars 
will. be published in the daily papers. 

SENSIBILITY. 

T~e humble tender loving hea,rt 
[!he sweetest rapture feels ; . 

· Mourns deepest whe~ it comes to part, . 
The keenest grief reveals. . 

· BY Dunedin papers just to hand we observe that a, 
ne'.W ·committee of the "Athenmum'' have decided to· 
accept.the HMbin_ger ef Ligkt if presei;ited, thus virtually· 

. . . annu111!1g the ~hon of the last committee, who passed a . 
· resolution that it" be not received." This is a sign of 

progress.; we shall forward the paper. . We also observe 
m.. the Otago .Dail]/ Time1 a highly interesi.ing account 

. of a series of seances with ~he " Eddls," by Mr. H. H. 
!doody, formerly of Dunedin. We shall re-produce it 

· m our next. . · · 
"'ls there a Devil 7 o~ ~he Scarecrow of Christendom unm~ked, by 
J. Tyeiman. (2ndedit1on.) Melbourne, W. H. Terry, 96 Russell St. 

. . 

We have received a specimen sheet of a. contemplated 
New Spiritual Illustrated Monthly paper, to be edited 
by W. H. Harrison. Each m·onthly part will contain 
16 pages, and from two to four Illustrations, the latter 
will consist of illustrations of Scientific experiments, 
Materializations, Portraits of Eminent Media or Spirit-

. ualists, &c. The letterpress is a beautifully clear type 
with red letter titles and lines. The Mel".?ourne 
subscription will be 16/-, per aunun:i, exclusive of . · 
postage to the country. It was intended to issue the 
first number in January if a. sufficient number of 
subscribers came forward, if not, the project would be 
abandoned for the present. Should it have. been 
published, we shall probably receive the first copy by · 
next mail. · 

A .. NARRATIVE· 

PliB E:cP.~.i(Jftc~ of ·John King (Sir Henry· MorlJ(fn). 
·. giv~ through H811'1"!J -T. Okild, Jf.D~ 

(From the·· Religio-Philosophical Journal.) 

Oontinuetl from page 775. 

· EXPERIENCE .. IN SPIRIT LiFE. ·.. . 

I need not tell you how long and earne$tly l have 
labored · to overcome the effects of the murders that I . 
had committed or caused to be committed~ ·It was an 
exceedingly painful effort, humiliating in the extrem~, · · 
and yet one from which there ·was no e~cape. Each 
individual has his peculiar character, and is influenced 
by others, or influences them in accordc1.nce thmewith. 
I found that. this. indomitable will of mine was the great 

·I 
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THE .HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 

~wer by which ·I W'U to be ailed ·into better con.. iutitutione were Clomg their gloriou work, and. .wbeJte 
Clltiou 6$ IOOD. U I would direct it m proper channeht. we ·had that which bU been 80· etenfiW to UI m thu 
I .wu enpged tor a long .time in releuing. m.polf from. great work, the &id of the Indi&u, who po1M1 more 
the man.1 ?Npomibdities which I had brought upon me power than any other race ot spirits. 
by the criminal. ooune I bad punued. All those whom 'lhere is an event which ahowd be commemorated br 
l had injured directly or indirectly were ready for the Spiritualists all over the world as a holida1 ; I 
mejust u rapidly u I could come up to the work. allude to the time when good old Benj. Fn.nklill wu 

80metim.e1 I felt u if it would tie interminable, but impressed to ft;y hla kite, in such a manner u to cat.ch 
my· darling Katie, ever the light of my aoul, cheered me the electricity from the external telegraph which was 
on, and bade me .hope that I would get through some- necessary. for man's · progre.•s into tlie condition in. 
time, and my strong will always helped me. l ha.ve which the spiritual tele~ph could be successfully 
been engaged in.producing ~hy;s1cal manifestations ever introduced. I had known Franklin, and was often with 
eince I came to spiritual lite, but for a long time the:y him and others in planning that war which resulted in 
did not accompliah much good, because D!anJtind coula your independence ·from the yoke of Great Britain. 
not understand them .. I was ·present 1n numerous l took an active part in the.war for I had a good deal of 
tria1s for witchcraft. I followed piratical expeditions fight in me then, and it has not all gone yet. For a 
and re-enacted some of the scenes of my eartJi .. life, but long ·time I had attended the councils in spirit-life in 
my . main object in this was to direct them into better which many of the noblest minds were endeavouring 
conditions,., though I confess, that in the excitement of with all the power and wisdom th~y could bring to bear 
action, on the part of men, I was often led to take ~art upon it, to introduce such manifestations as would be 
with them and prompt them to do more than the7 intelligible and thereby command the attention of 
would have done, if I had not been there, and for this thinking minds. 
I became jointly responsible and have to suffer. I was My position has been that of OW.· executive ofticer . 

· present at many executions, and while my judgment under the guidance and with the aid of these bands of 
was against· all such things, yet on these occasions the whom I shall speak nQW. · 
old feelings of hatred and revenge would be aroused in In the lowest sph~l'e!' of spirit.life into whi~h t~e. 
my nature. most debased and crimmal cliaracters enter, little 18 

· Latterly I have avoided all such scenes because I known of the formation of circles, jealousy and envy 
know them to be wrong, and also because they injure, keep those from uniting and co-operating with each 
not only mortals, but all spirits who visit them for other, who, if they could· do thie, would accomplish 
excitement and gratification, and my experience has much more evil than they now do. 
taught me the necessity of avoiding all such scenes. In the sphere or plane of life just above this, which 

If . mankind could realize the . infl.uence Qf capital has been apRropriately named that of indift'erence, 
punish!Ilent, not only . UP?!! the victim, but upon ther~ is but little known of the philosophy of ~ircles, 

!::ha!~%e:n~e~1 ;~~ij ~~1f:ao:~o a!1:~~:ny fie;; !~t- !:!sider~\ie n~:o~P~:~~~deP!~l~!t~ftt~~c1i!!~irl~ 
only a relic of barbarism, but is great evidence of important and interesting matter. 
cowardice on the part of society to put forth its strong . . It is, however, in the sphere just above this, which is· 
arm and pinion a helpless human being, and then that of physical development in Spirit-life, and which is 
plunge him into this world. I visited battle fields and really one of the rudimental spheres, that the value and · 
·the excitement of those sanguinary contests had a very importance of circles begins to be appreciated. The 
injurious effect upon . me, in common with a very large most common object of the circles here is the physical 
class of spirits who where there only for the wild and development of the spiritual bodies. . The external 
daring excitement which they furnished us. · bodies of all spirits when they enter this sphere are 
· All such influences from earth-life are injllrious to a · always more. or less imperfect, because of the ignorance 

large class of spirits, many of whom are opposed to war and imperfection which belong necessarily to earthly 
until they _become intoxicated with this excitement, conditions. 
when they rush in and add much to the turmoil and . · Classes for various kinds of physical training ~. to 
confusion. I was able to produce wonderfuJ manifesta- be found here, commencing around each earth, and 
tions, which, though they . were not understood, were extending far out into the realms o~ infinitude, where . 
useful in bringing about ·the good time which has at the children from different planets meet and interchange 
length come, when you can understand some of these their knowledge and their power. · 
things and are not afraid to investigate them. · I thank In these classes the dllferent circles take their 
God for this time, for it has helped not only you, but appropriate lessons and then practice them, untilthey 
the spirits also. . . . . · are fully initiated into them. These. pursuits do. not 

.. · . The history of the manifestations which were pro- occupy all ~he time ; they are never we~risome ; but 
duced by myself, and the band who worked with me, are ori.ly carried so far as a pleasant attraction demands. 
would be . of little value because it would not be under- The members of such circles are frequently a~racted to 
stood. Many people were frightened into a kind of those below them in spirit life who are seeking simil&l" 
reform _by th~se thing~. I )Va& one ?f the prominent conditions, and. also to those on earth. 1=lY this means 
actors in various manifestations which occurred in they extend their usefulness, at the same time that they 
England, and on the Continent 9f Europe, and I will are impressing upon themselves more firmly the lessons 
take this opportunity of thanking our good friend. which they are receiving. 
Robert .Dale .. Owen, for the careful and ~ttr!l'ctive Physical development in. spirit:lif e depe~ds, to some 
ma.nner in which he ·bas arranged many of the incidents extent, upon the atmospheric condition~ which surround 
which migb~ ·otherwise have been lost, and presented the spirit, as it does on earth ; indeed, all the surround­
them to thousands . of readers who would have been mgs in both lives have their influence, but with us is 
ign~rant. of them.. Having been not only pres~nt, but not. dependent upon f~o~ as i~ is w!th you, but a~ost 

.· activel.y engaged in many of thoee scenes, Katie and I entirely upon our assomation WI. th either human beings .. 
.. feel under great obligations to him, and hence we have or with spirits. This is a fact of much more import- · 

done all we could !or him . and shall be glad to do a ance to mankind, especially the more refined and 
great deal more for him during the coming season. pro~essiv~ classes, wh~ eitner suffer or are blessed.by 

l was present . and took . an active part in certain t~~nr asso~iates . mo~ ~h~ t~e;y: are a1~are of. The opera.­
manifestations which originated in western New York, . tion of this law m sp1nt-\ife 11 the subJect of study, and 
and wer~ soon after tra.nsf~rred to Salem, Maasachus- .~hose .'V!ho. have leamed it become guides to other~ both 
etts, which were continued until we discovered that ~n. ~pint...life and O?J- earth. . T!ie i:ia~ural attractions of 
they were causing too nuich suft'ering on account of the spirit bring tho~e. mto ~ociati.on with each other who 
ignorance. of the people. You cannot realize how much are adapted to aid 1n thene mutual development. . • 
~y. restl .. ea~ .a.nd. i.mpulsive epi. rit was rejoiced ,when Th~ e~erciee of t. he variou~ .f'ac. ulties in the. spheres m 

· Modem 8p1rituabsm dawned upon th~ ea,..th. . associations adapted for thell'. development, 1~ the. most 
. ·We had been watching the progress of mankind and comm.on means.of spiritual growth. If ~arth s children · 
. e~peci~lly i~ your country where free thought a.nd free were aware of the vast amount of good they ara doing 
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.. to spiriu, especiaµy to those to whom they are· ~ngly 
attracted and for whom they. feel the deepeat mtierest, 
they: wo~ld be. made happy by the . knowledge that they 
are ble11ing their loved ones. 

In the . formation of circleo among mankind for ~he 
reception of spiritual manifestations, we can only give 
general· .directiou, to ~e. modified ~y .Particular· 
·conditions. The law of positive and negative mftuences, 
and their. pro~er blen~, ~ alr~y ~een d.welt upon 
by'· us. The feelings of cordial gemality: wh1ch results 
from these will be readili perceived. In yonr efforts 
to obtain ~tisfactory mamfestation1, these feelings are 
e1sential. · . . . h. 

There are other conditions which will aid very muc 
iu obtainUJ.g the desired results. The circle should 
meet in the same rooms and occupy the same seats, 
with regularity and punctualit!, and '!'here it can ,be, 
the room should only.be used for the circle, ex?ludi11;g 
all other pursuits, which may be well enough in their 
places. . . .. 

It ia of the greatest importance that all ~elfish and 
unkind, or suspicious feelings should be ban1she~, that 
all the aspirations and desires· should be for the highest 
and best conditions ; that the purest feelin~s of 
devotion should be s~ught after, and in proport~on as 
7ou receive the desired results, all these will be 
increased.• 

. FAREWELL 

(Po be continued.) 

CONCERT AND 
MR. TYERMAN. 

-
BA.LL. TO 

THE DEBATEABLE. LAND, 
BY 'BoBDT D.&LJ!l OWJN. -

This. fine work of Mr. Owen's shows the harmony ot 
Spiritualism w!th Scripture, demonstrates, as far. aa 
evidence can do, the immortality of the soul,. and gives 
the results of the author's experiences extending over a 
period of years. · h 

I have just received a ~rge parcel of the Engbs 
editiou 'lublished at 9/., which I am otrenng at 8/­

W. H. TERRY, 96 Bussell-street. 
NEW BOOKS ! NEW BOOKS ! 

:RECEIVED, ex" British Ambassador," from London, 
and "Stillman," from Boston:-

What am I ? By Sergeant Cox. Vol II., 11/6. 
Enigmas of Life. W. R. Gregg. 11/6. 
Notes of an Enquiry into the phenomena called 

Spiritual. W. Crookes, F.R.S. I/­
Life of Voltaire. 8/6. 
Cooper's Spiritual Experiences. 3/-
The Book of God. The Apocalypse of Adam. 

Oaanes. 10/6. · . . Th. F 
A Study of Religion, the Na.me, and the ing. · 

E. Abbott. 3d. · W l · 
Good Angels. A Sermon by the Rev. John es ey, 

M.A. 3d. . h' l -
My Hon~y.moo~. Con~aining p!nlosop ica conversa-

tions on Sp11'1tuahsm, Be-1ncarnat1on, &c., by the Count 
Medina de Pomar. 2 vols., 21/-

Mental Medicine. By Evanr,. 6/6 . ·.· .. 
The Soul of Things. By Professor Wm. Denton. · 

Vol I., 6/9; vol. II., 9/-; vol. III., 7 /6. .. 
A most successful Soiree and BaJJ took place in th,e Lessons for Children about themselves. By A. E. 

Horticultural Hall on Thursday evening, February 25th. Newton. An excellent little book. IUustr~ted, 2/3. 
· From 400 to 500 persons were present, an excellent Stories of Infinity. By Camille Flammar10n .. 7/-. 
tea being p. rovided., after. which the Soiree took The Woman's Book. By P .. B. Randolph .. 9/. · 
place, in the coume of which Mr. Tyerman gave The Masculine Cross. Ancient Sex worship, 4/6.• 
an address. He said he was glad to see such a large Moral Physiology. By R. D. Owen. 3/- . . .·· 
and respectable gathering, both as indicating sympathy Good Sense. By the Ba.rol;l de Holbach. 4/6. 
for himself personally, and an interest in the cause whose The Dible in India. . Jacqu1ll?t: 9~- ·. . . , . . . 
battles he had been :fighting in the colony for the past Startling Facts in Modern Sp1r1tuahsm. Illu,,tfiite~~ 
three and a-half years. When he entered the field, Spirit- By Dr. Wolfe. 11/6. · . . . ... •·· .. · • 
ualism was much more unpopular than now; he expressed Beyond the Breakers. By R. D. Owen. 9/-· 
himself strongly on the necessity of all acknowleged Exeter Hall, a Theological Romance. 4/- ·. 
friends of the movement, openly identifying themselves · Allan Kardec's Book of Mediums. 7 /- . .· 
with it, instead of manifesting the moral cowardice and. Statuvolence or Artificial Somnambulism .. 7/-
inconsistency which characterize many who are known Chapters fro:n the Bible of ~he ~· 6/9. . .• . ··.• 
to be believers in Spiritualism and yet do not op·enly The Koran," Sales Translation. . 11 /· ..... · ... ; •... 
avowit, and even in some instances su~ort orthodoxy. Davis's Nature's Divine Revelations (32nd edition)~ 

Mr. Txermm alluded to the several ppy gatherings 16/. &c.: &c. . · · .. ·A· :,··.
1
·· ·.··. ,, ·. · 

of a '5imilar kind they: had had, and expressed a hope TO ARRIVE, ex " T. L. Sweat," and " . sea :o~: .•. ~... · 
that though they might be separated for a time, he would Eulis ! The History of Love. P. B. Randolph. ,11/6. · 
have the pleasure of meeting most of them again on The New Mola. P. B. Randolph. 8/-
some future occasion, should he return to the colony. Historic Americans. Theo. Parker. 7/- .... · . .·.. . 
Whatever part of the world he might be in, he would Life of Theo. Parker, by Frothingham: 13/6. . ' .·.• .·.. . 

. follow out the same line of independent · advocacy of Statuvolence, or Artificial Somnambulism; · By<Fahnes- .. 
spiritualistic and freethought _principles which he had stock. 7 /· . . . . · . . .. . . . . ·.· ··.·. ·.· . · .. 
however imperfectly pursued here, and would always be The Gadarene ; or, Sp1r1ts in Pr~son~ .· I.Jy · ;r. }t! . . 
glad. to hear of the advancement of the cause in . this Peebles. .. 6/.; · . . .. · .· ·.. . . ··· .. ·• .. . . . · ... · . · 
colony. . . . A Few Words about "The Devil." 7/- •... ·. . ·. .... • . · .. · · 

Mr. Bannister made a humourous speech in which he Narrative of Katie King, given by herself ,th~ough.Dr. 
expressed a hope that other parts of the world would Child. 2/6. . . . . · · 
reap the benefits of the valuable services of Mr. Tyerman The Mar'7rdom of Man. 13/6. 
of which this colony would be deprived. Dancing follow- Constitutional Equality. 9/-
ed and was kept up till late. The Root of the Matter. 1/3. 

Mr. Tyerman will leave the oolOny about the. 8th, of w allace'a Defence of Spiritualism. 1/3. · 
this month and we believe Mr. Nayler will succeed him Jean Ingelow's Poems. 6/6. ·· .· .. · .·. ·. · ..... . 
as lecturer of the Society.· . ·. · . · Proof Pal.pable of Immortality. ByEp .. e·s··. S .. arJ·e&· Jl. t. · 4{6i,• · 

.A.d.veZ1d.ae:im.en.t•. = Mental Physiology. Dr. Cal'J?enter. 14/-:. . . .. ··. ..B .. ·Y..... ... . ------------...._,;;;...;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;;;.~;;.;;;;;,;;--...._.;.._ Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and Sp1~tuaJism. . 
. ·.· BIPDI ~ .& ••a.4u Dr.A~hburner. 16/6. . .. ,··: · ... , 
· . · _. • 

11 
· '.14t A a 16 .•. • ·. n ' Lux E. Tenebus. 12/- · . . .. . ..· BA.JtNABD Lula, EA&'!' SANDHURS~, • 

. OLAIBVOYANCD AND MAGNETIC HEALING, BEcuceck·l!nedr!te.s Rs. onldObVo-ok of Me. smerism ... l. '6. .· ..•. · ..•. All Diseases successfully. treated. 1111 1111 ,. f Th 
· Psrmt Moderat6• A large assortment of the publications o • ornas 

.· Consultation. fr~m 2 to 4 daily. Applications from Scott, from 4d. upwards. Send ·for a copy with cata-

. · Invalids promptly attended to. · · . loguW. H. TERRY'S Book Depot, 96 Russell-street'. 
•At.this point of John King's narrative, Ka.tie King commence-d 

. wcontrol the Medium and gave her life and .experiences up tO HUMAN NATURE, SPmITUAL MAGAZINE·' . th~ same period, as the!(>ublica.tion of this at present woUld .occupy SPIRITUALIST, &c. . · too mqch of our space, we take up thell narrative where the two ll 
plend.-Ed. H.L. . . . . W. H. TERRY, 96 Russe -street. · _ . . : . 
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TBB ·BARBING& OF LIGHT. 

Oountq .A.gents :-
OalllmaiM-H. Bamford, Bull Street. 
&MtlAunl-Mr. J. Williama, 228 High Street, .,_,,_ . 

~Kr. 0. Warren. 
BgiMttf~'fl:.r. ·Kelly, Bookseller, &c., 426 George 

Street . 
.4.gMt1 toantstl fM' all ptlrls of tifB Oo'ltmg. 

. ''THE HABBll'GEK o:r LIGHT." 

VICTORIAN A.BSOOIA.TION OF PBOGBESSIVE 
SPIRITUALISTS, .MA.SONIC HA.LL. 

The lut Hu1ical Service of the ae&eon will be held on 
Sunday, March 7th, commencing &t 7 p.m. 

Directo~PBoll'.1s11o:a Hva.mce. 
On the 14th, 21st, and 28th March, · 

MR. CHARLES BRIGHT WILL LEO~UBE 
for the Association, at the Temperance Hall. 

- THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 
FREE. THOUGHT 

There will be no evening semce at the Masonic Hall, 
but the. Lyceum will meet in the morning u ~ual. 
Parents are in'rited to bring their children to th.is insti­
tution, where the J!hysieal, mental, and spiritual faculties 
are cultivated, without the introduction of creed or 
dogma, and in a manner agreeable to them. 

S'Ubscription, Town, 5/ .. per annum; Oountry, 5/6 · 
·.Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/· 

Subscriptions date from September to August. 

PHOTO-ART. 

BATCHELDER A~D CO . ,. 
PHOTOQRAPHERS AND ARTISTS, 

. . . · (ESTABLISHED 1854), . . ·· ... ···. 
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture-Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint-on Moderate Terms. Specimens at add.fess, · 

41 OOLL:E1\TB ST:R.:mmar EAST. 

Plile 
· Kedal,. 

Sydney 
Exhibition 

1873. 

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERIT. 
PA.LMAM QUI :MEBUIT FEBAT. 

JO:S:N' ROSIER. 
·. PRKllll:H 8()0T llAKl:R, 

The highest premium in the gift of the public has Main been a.warded to· 

TB:B SINGBB SEWING MACHINE CO!IP.A.JIY 
Manufacturer~' Official Ret1ll'Ds of Sales for 1_878. 

. · · Bg. Sp. e. ma.,lf!ppmm, .. ' tment to Hia Ea:ce. l~. .9i1' G. F ... BoWEN,G.o.x.c. 
. . 46 SW A.NSTO.N STRJ!DllT, M:ELBOU:SNB. . 
· · Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall. . 

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reach¢d 
the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 118,254: 'MAC~lNES IN FAVOB OF THE SINGER • 

The Melbourne Journal of· Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the RINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imJ>Orts of the .W. and W. Machines .. 

t . . ·. 

BY ELECTRIC 
TELEGRAPH, 

The WEST END OF 
LONDON IN MEL· 
BOURNE. [Telegram] 

. Sydney, May 2, 1878. 
To:m:r. John Bosler 

Boot Mater, 
46 Swanstonst,Jlelboume 

Judges a.waTd:Dledal to 
you, saying., Higbl.J Ar· . 
tistio and Bea.utlfally 
Made. Eq~ tA> ADJ· 
thing of the ~d.from the 
West End of London." 

Bxhibltion Buildings, 
J, G. KNIGHT. 

OBSERVE : · 4:6 SW ANSToN STREET, between Garton's and 
Rainbow Hotels. 

NEAB TOWN RALL, Silrll!l SIDE, . 

WORKS. BY 1 . .. TQ]RMAN. 
-

A Guide to Spiritualism, 3/ .. ; by poet, 8/41. · 
Re-in",arnation 1/- by post 1/2. · . ·.. · 
Spiritualism Vindicated 1/, by poet l/2. . .. ·.. ·.·· . ·. . 

· ·11·tbere a Deni? Second Edition, 6d. by post, 7~!·. · 
Is there a Hell P 3d. by post, 4d. · · ... ·.· ·· .•... · ·. 
Creeds and Dogmas 8d. by post 4d. · 
~iritualism in ita Relation to Orthodoxy. ld. 
To be had of W. H. Terry, 96 Rus~ll 8t., Melbourne. 

FORMATION OF CIRCLES. 

The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Pitrs Suffe1e1'B. 
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli· 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred. 

NOTE THE RESULT : Of thoae ordered, the SINGER COMP ANY 
SUPPLIED 2427; Wheeler and Wilson. 235; Howe, 127; Grover 

·and Baker, 44; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.-" New York Dispatch." 

STANFORD . & 00., Comer Bo.urke and· Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents fer the Singer Company. 

MISS·· ARMSTRONC, 

Clairvoyant forDiagliosing Disease . · 
FEE 10s. 

THE COTTAGE, 
aa :R.u.a11e11 ••:reet~ 

r;.·. ··••. ULTIVA.TION OF. THE V. OIC:S-no previoUJ§ 
\..) · knowledge of music necces&ry. ·. .. 

. . 
PROFESSOR HUGHES, 

155 Collins Street East, Melbourne~· 

·T.· · .. HE sPIRITUAL.INQUIRER.-San~buret weekly, 
·. . . price 2d.· Subscription 2/ .. per Qtiarter. Maybe 
obtained of W. H. Terry, 96 Russell Street. . . .. 
·.' ·.· ' ' . . ' ... 

T·. HE BlllNll OF LIGHT, the leadin~ Ameri~ 
. Ladies ancl Gentlemen d~airous of Form~ or J<>ining. . ·spiritualistic ta~r,. w~ekly. .Bubscnption,.25/~ . 

· · Investigating Circles a.re re'Jueated to send· their names per annum. A few . u . scnptiona available. . . . . 
. ·tO the Ron. Sec. Sub.committee, care of Mr. Terry, 96 

Ru.aiell-eff.eet. . . · . . . ·rrm:E MEDIUM AND. DAYBREAK, the leading. 

SPmIT ·PHOTOGRAPHS. -Katie King and pr. ..L ·English weekly .. Subscription, 12/6 per annum. . 
:Gully, cabinet eize, · 2/6. Several new Cartes, 

1".B. each •. In.cl.udina A. B .• W.a.llace. ·· an.·· d his· moth~r, · .. Prlntiedbf B.PmtoD• .. 0o.,.~t.bt!romoe,tos·111JabethBtreeb.MetboDl'D.• /:' "' · for the PJ:opftet.or, w. .B. '1'81'1'1,. ao4 pubJlabed bT him at 98 Bu I el ant · , 
Prince George of Solms and Spirit, Mr., Beattie, & e. · · . eoutb. xetbotmle. · 
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