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“ P o l it ic a l  p o w er lies  n a tu ra lly  w ith I n te l le c t  and 

P ro p e rty , and w h a t G o d  h as  jo in ed  m an c a n n o t p u t  

asun der w ith  im p u n ity ."

O u r t e x t  is ta k e n  from  a  hook w hich m ay fairly bo 

consid ered  to  r e p r e s e n t  o n e  p h ase o f  m od ern  En glish  

th o u g h t ;  and w e s e le c t  th o se  p a r ticu la r  w ords as  r e p re ­

sen tin g  eq u ally  fa irly  th e  b ias n o t  on ly  o f  th e  w riter  

from  whom  wo q u o te , b u t  in a  g e n e ra l w ay  th e  bias o f  

all o th e r  w rite rs  o f  th e  sam e sch ool. B u t  M r. G reg  

from  w hose b o ok , “  R o ck s  A h ead ,” th e  above w ord s are  

ta k e n , is n o t  o n ly  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  a  p a rticu la r  

sch ool. T h e  ch arm  o f  his s ty le , th e  g r e a t  su ccess  o f  his 

“ E n ig m as  o f  L i f e ,”  th e  v ig o ro u s exp ressio n s by which  

he gives to  old id eas  q u ite  a  n ew  fo rce , all ten d  to  m ake  

him a  p o w erfu l a n d  w idely a c ce p ta b le  te a c h e r , even with 

th o se  w ho in  no w ay  b e lo n g  to  h is  ow n s e t , a n d  even  

w hen h e  is  te a c h in g  fallacies.

I t  is  b e ca u se  w e believe th e  sen ten ce  w e q u o te  to  

con tain  a  fa llacy , a s  w ell as  b ecau se  w e con sid er i t  a  

re p re se n ta tiv e  se n te n ce , th a t  w e c a ll a tte n tio n  to  it . M r. 

G reg , an d  m a n y  o th e r  m en  o f  th e  h ig h est cu ltu re , look  

w ith deep r e g r e t  a n d  un easin ess a t  th a t  grow ing  

ten d en cy  to w ard s d e m o cra tic  form s o f  life , p o litica l, 

social, an d  re lig io u s , w h ich  E n g lan d  sh ares in  com m on  

w ith  a ll th e  th in k in g  co u n trie s  o f  th e  w orld . H e  sees  

in  th is  te n d e n cy  a t  o n ce  th e  sym ptom  o f  in tern al national 

d ecay, an d  th e  c a u s e  o f  f u tu re  ru in  ; an d  h is reaso n s for  

th is  v iew  o f  th e  su b je ct soom  to  b e ,th a t m an y  n ation s—  

esp ecially  th e  G re e k s— a p p ro ach ed  d e m o cra cy  m o re  and  

m ore a s  th e y  ca m e  to w a rd s  th e ir  period  o f  d e ca y . R om e, 

to o , th o u g h  sh e  fe ll as  Im p e ria l R o m e, w as v a s tly  m ore  

d em o cratic , so cia lly  a t  an y  r a te ,  u n d er h e r  E m p e ro rs  

th a n  sh e  w as in  th e  p alm y  d ay s o f  th e  e a rly  rep u b lic , 

w hen sh e  w as w in n in g  h e r  w ay to  E m p ire . T h e  f a c t  is

undeniable, th ough wo think th e  case m ight be slated  

as fairly , and far m ore w isely, from  a n o th er p oin t o f  view. 

A ll nation s, as  th e y  app roach  th e  sum m it o f  th e ir  power, 

splendour, and en ligh ten m en t, ten d  tow ard s dem ocracy , 

and we believe a tta in  i t  ju s t  in prop ortion  as  th e y  are  

vigorous, w ise, and free. T h eir d ecay  has com e, n o t in 

conseq uence o f  th eir d em o cracy , b u t in conseq uence of  

th e ir  being false to  som e o f the g r e a t  duties th a t acco m ­

p an y  d em ocracy . I n  Im p erial R o m e even th e  low est 

form  o f n ation al d u ty— to  fight fo r  hom e— w as ignored  

and n eg lected . T h e  solem n du ties o f  regard  for th e  

ed u cation  o f all classes, for th e  un iversality  o f  freedom , 

for th e  p u rity , th a t is, for th e  p e rfe ct truthfuln ess, o f  

religion , w ero things th a t hardly daw ned on  th e  mind of 

th e  a n cie n t w orld. D em ocracy  w ithout th ese  could bo 

noth in g b e tte r  than th e  b rief b rig h t day o f w inter, when 

th e  sun passes th e  m eridian a t  n o g r e a t  h eight abovo  

th e  horizon, and never com es n e a r th e  zenith . B u t  it  

is  to  th e  very  w ords b efore us th a t wo would d irect th e  

m inds o f  ou r read ers, for they well deserve close a tte n ­

tio n . T h ese w ords d eclare  d istin ctly  th a t  G od has 

jo in e d  In te lle c t and P ro p e rty  to g eth er, and th a t, th e re  

fore, p olitical pow er should belong to  th e  class o f  th e  

com m u n ity  only who possess th ese  qualifications. , C e r­

ta in ly , if  th ese  propositions a re  tr u e , dem ocracy is  th e  

crow n in g ill th a t can  afflict a  nation . B u t  up on  w h at 

grou n d  is i t  possible for M r. G re g  to  base his first 

assertio n , th a t  G o d  has jo ined I n te l le c t  a n d  P ro p e rty  

to g e th e r. N o t  upon p resen t exp erien ce , fo r  th e  arise  

to cra cy  o f  E n g lan d — probably th e  b e s t  a ris to cra cy  in  

th e  w orld, becau se th e  m o st closely  linked to  th e  people  

— refu tes  th e  s ta te m e n t, from  c e rta in  v e ry  high person ­

ag e s  dow n to  th e  la s t  li ttle  lord lin g th a t  has been  

p lu ck ed  a t  college. A m o n g  th e  w ealth y classes of 

E n g lan d  th e re  a re  n o  d o u b t as  m an y m en o f  in te lle c t as  

a n y  o th e r  class o r  co u n try  can  show, and no m ore . T h e  

m istak e M r. G re g  a n d  a ll his school m ake, is  th e  c o n ­

founding o f  c u ltu re  w ith in tellect. N ow , th e y  a r e  tw o  

w idely differen t th in g s. W e  a re  n o t even  w illing to  

ad m it th a t  c u ltu re  alw ays m ak es th e  m o st o f  th e  

in te lle c t  w h ich  is  given i t  to  tra in . C u ltu re  often  im ­

poses up on  in te lle c t such pow erful co n tro llin g  influences 

th a t  th e  free  and fearless p lay  o f  th e  facu lties  is  to o  

m u ch  re stra in e d /a n d  th e  in dividu ality is  lo st in a  certain
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class developm ent. I n te l le c t  is a  m en tal fa cu lty  by 

w hich m en p erceive th in g s as  th e y  a re , an d  g iv e  th e  

r ig h t -re lativ e  value to  d ifferen t tru th s . T h is p o w er is 

n ev er giv en  by  ed u cation . T h e  b est ed u cation  possible  

can  only tra in  it . Too often  ed u catio n  dw arfs i t —  

m akes it tim id, sh o rt-sig h ted , and d isp laces wide hu m an  

in terests  in favor o f  n arro w  c la ss  predilections.

b e a r o u t M r. G re g 's  assertion  th a t  G od has jo ined  

I n te l le c t  and P ro p e rty  to g e th e r. I t  is tru e  th a t  g re a t  

discoveries have freq u en tly , th ough n o t alw ays, been  

m ad e b y th o se  whom  fortu n e h as  raised  above th e  need  

o f  m anual lab or ; b u t i t  is equ ally tru e , and fa r  m ore to  

th e  purposo, th a t g re n t reform s have orig in ated  and  

flourished b e st am ong th e  ran k s o f  th e  people. I t  is 

n o t a t  all s tra n g e  th a t  th ose who suffer m ost from  the  

e rro rs  o f  th e  ex istin g  s ta te  o f  th in g s should be th e  m ost  

e a rn e st to  rom ed y th e  w ron g, and th e  b e s t  ab le  to  tell 

in  w h at th a t  w ron g consists. O ver e ig h teen  hundred  

y e a rs  ag o  ca rp e n te rs  and fisherm en s e t  m oving th o u g h ts  

th a t  still dom in ate  th e  m ost en ligh ten ed  n ation s o f  th e  

e a rth . T h e  lig h t o f  in te lle ct shon e as  b rig h t in th e  

m iserab le slave E p ic te tu s  as  in th e  m agnificen t E m p e ro r  

M a rcu s  A u reliu s. S o cra tes  did n o t owo his sin g u lar  

pow er to  p erceive and g rasp  m oral tr u th , to  an y  rich es  

in herited  o r  acq u ired . M ah o m et did n o t gain  his w o n d er­

fu l pow er to  lead  his n atio n  o u t from  th e  g ro s s e s t e rro rs  

o f id olatry  in to  th e  wisdom o f M on oth eism  by m a rry in g  

th e  rich  widow C adisha. C olu m b us, pen n iless and  

a lm o st frien d less, w as as  tru ly  g re a t and wise a  m an as 

C olum bus, A d elantado o f  N ew  S p ain . “ T h e  M on k  who 

shook th e  w orld”  was p easan t b o rn  and b red . T h e  lino 

m ig h t bo s tre tch e d  o u t “ till th e  cra ck  o f  doom .”  A nd  

th e se  a re  th e  m en whom  M r. G re g  \vould deprivo o f  

p o litical p o w er, b ecau se  he believes th e  fallacy  t h a t  G od  

h as jo in ed  I n te l le c t  and P ro p e rty  to g e th e r  !

I t  has been w ell said th a t  th e  g r e a te s t  relig iou s p ro ­

blem  o f  th e  p ro se n t h o u r is to  g ive reason ab le satisfaction  

to  th e  relig iou s sen tim en t in m an . W it h  eq u al tr u th  i t  

m ay  be said th a t  th e  g r e a te s t  p olitical p rob lem  o f  th e  

p re se n t h o u r is , h o w  m o st w isely to  tra n s fe r  p o w er from  

th e  han ds o f  th e 'fe w  to  th o se  o f  th e  m any. T h a t  th is  

ch an g e is  in evitab le , th a t  i t  m ust  b e  done, even M r.  

G re g  m ig h t b e  w illing to  a d m it ; th e  on ly  difficulty  

a b o u t i t  is , how  to  do i t  in  su ch  a  m an n er th a t  i t  shall 

b e  th e  in te lle c t  o f  th e  M a n y  th a t  shall ru le , n o t  th e  

h u n g ry  ap p etites, th e  g reed  and th e  solfisliness, which  

lu rk  in  a ll u n co n tro lled  h u m an  h e a rts , w h eth er b o rn  in  

th e  p u rp le  o r  re a re d  in  th o  g u tte r . M r . G re g ’s “K o ck ” is 

as  w e b elieve from  th e  evidence o f  h isto ry , and from  

fa ith  in  h u m an ity , a  p h an tasy  o f  th e  im agin atio n — th o  

g ro w th  o f  to o  exclu siv e  class asso ciatio n s, an d  o f  to o  

n a rro w  a  ra n g e  o f  stu d y . A  li ttle  c lo ser c o n ta c t  w ith  

th a t  v e ry  P r o le ta r ia t  w hom  h e  so desp ises a n d  fe a rs , and  

a  li ttle  d eep er k n ow led ge o f  th o se  tra n s a tla n tic  and  

co n tin e n ta l n a tio n s a t  w h ich  h e  so free ly  sn eers, w ould  

c le a r  aw ay a  g o o d  m an y  , cobw ebs from  M r. G ro g ’s 
brain .

'  O n e  ro c k  ah ead , ho w ever, w e d o confess to  seeing , 

fro m  w h ich  n o th in g  can  sa v e  so cie ty  b u t th e  p assin g  o f  
p o w er in to  th e  han ds o f  th e  m an y. I t  is  th a t  ce n tre in g  
o f  w ealth  in  th e  h an d s o f  a  fe w jy h ich  m ark s no e r a  in  
h is to ry  m o re  th a n  o u r  ow n.

T h e  “ Prrodives” (o v o r r ic h )  am o n g  us a r e  few er,p erh ap s  

b u t m o re  o v ergrow n  th a n  e v er b efore, a n d  it  is  th is  con­

g estio n  in th e  body p o litic  th a t  gives th e  re a lly  th re a te n ­

ing a sp e c t to  r e ce n t p olitical ch an ges. T h e  d a n g e r is a  

g r e a t  and a  g ro w in g  one, and i t  is  n o t from  M r, G re g ’s 

cla ss , n o r from  M r. G re g 's  sch o o l o f  philosoph y, th a t  tho 

cu re  is likely to  com e ; b u t r a th e r  fro m  th e  bosom  o f  the  

peop le— from  th e  brain s o f  m en  w h o, if  th e y  read  leBS 
th a n  th o  ph ilosoph ers, w ork  m ore, th in k  m o re , live 

m o re, and a re  m o re  in sy m p ath y  w ith  h u m a n ity  in tho  

m ass.

fNtrg.
N O  S E C T  I N  H E A V E N .

T alk in g  o f  S e c ts  till la te  o n e  eve,
O f  tho variou s d o ctrin e s  th e  sa in ts  believe,
T h a t n ig h t I  s to o d  in a  tro n b le d  dream ,
B y  th o  side o f  a  d ark ly  flowing stream .

A n d  a  “ C h u rch m an " dow n to  th e  riv e r  c a m o :  
W h e n  I  h eard  a  s tra n g e  voice ca ll h is  n am e,
“  G ood fa th e r , s to p  ; w hen y o u  c ro ss  th is  tid e ,
Y o u  m u st leave y o u r  ro b es  on  th o  o th e r  side.

B u t  th o  a g e d  fa th e r  did n o t  m ind,
A n d  his lo n g  go w n  floated b u t behind,
A s  down to  th e  s tream  his w ay ho to ok ,
I l ia  p ale  han ds c lasp in g  a  g ilt-ed g ed -b o o k .

I 'm  bound for H e a v e n , a n d  w hen I 'm  th e re ,
I  shall w an t m y B o o k  o f  C om m on P r a y e r ,
A n d  th o u g h  I  p u t on  a  s ta r r y  cro w n ,
I  should fool quito lo s t  w ith o u t m y gow n.

T h e n  ho fixed his ey e  on  th e  shin in g tra c k ,
B u t  his go w n  w as heavy and h eld  him  b ack ,
A n d  th o  p o or old fa th e r  tr ie d  in vain,
A  sin g le  s tep  in th e  flood t o  gain .

I  saw  him  again  on  th o  o th e r  side,
B u t  his silk  go w n  floated up on th o  tid e ,
A n d  n o  on e ask ed , in th a t  blissful sp o t,
I f  h o belong’d  to  “ th o  C h u rch ”  o r  n o t.

T h en  dow n to  th o  r iv e r  a  Q u a k e r  s tra y e d ,
H is  d ress  o f  a  so b e r  h u e  w as m ad e :
“  M y  c o a t a n d  h a t  m u s t b e  a ll g ro y ,
I  c a n n o t go a n y  o th e r  w ay ,”

T h en  ho b u tto n e d  his c o a t  s tr a ig h t u p  to  h is  ch in , 
A n d  staid ly , so lem n ly  w ad ed  in 
A n d  h is b ro ad  b rim m ’d h a t  h e  p u lled  dow n tig h t, 
O v e r h is  foreh ead  so cold  a n d  w h ite .

B u t  a  s tr o n g  w in d  ca rr ie d  aw ay  h is h a t ;
A  m o m en t h e  silen tly  sigh ed  o v er th a t,
A n d  th en , as  h e  g azo d  to  th e  f a rth e r  sh o re ,
T h e  c o a t  slip ped off, an d  w as se e n  n o  m o re .

A s  ho e n te r’d  H e a v e n , h is  su it  o f  g re y ,
W e n t  q u ie tly  sailin g — aw ay— aw ay ,
A n d  n o n e o f  th e  A n g e ls  q u estio n ’d  him ,
A b o u t th e  w id th  o f  h is  b eav er’s brim .

N e x t  cam e D r .  W a t t s ,  w ith  a  b u n d le  o f  P salm s, 
T ied  n ice ly  u p  in  his a g e d  arm s,
A n d  h y m n s as  m a n y , a  v e ry  w ise th in g ,
T h a t  th e  p eo p le  in  H e a v e n , “ a ll ro u n d  m ig h t s in g .’ 

B u t  I  th o u g h t t h a t  h e  h eav ed  a n  a n x io u s  s ig h  ;
A s  ho saw  th e  r iv e r  r a n  b ro ad  a n d  high,
A n d  lo ok ’d  r a th e r  su rp rised  as, o n e  b y  one,
T h e  P salm s a n d  H y m n s in  th e  w ave w e n t dow n. 

A n d  a f te r  him  w ith  h is  M a n u scrip t,
C am e W e s le y , th e  p a t te r n  o f  god lin ess,
B u t  he c r ie d  “ D e a r  m e, w h a t sh all I  d o P 
T h e  W a t e r  h a s  soaked th e m  th ro u g h  a n d  th ro u g h . 

A n d  th e re  o n  th e  riv er , f a r  a n d  w ide,
A w ay  th e y  w e n t dow n th e  sw ollen  tid e ,
A n d  th e  s a in t asto n ish ed , passed  th ro u g h  alone, 
W ith o u t  h is  M a n u scrip ts , u p  to  th e  th ro n e .

T h e n  g rav ely  w alk in g tw o  sa in ts  b y  n am e,
D o w n  to  th e  s tream  to g e th e r  cam e,
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B u t  as  th e y  sto p p 'd  a t  th e  riv e r 's  brink,
I  saw  one s a in t fro m  th e  o th e r  shrink .

Sprinkled o r  p lu n g ed , m ay  I  ask  y o u  frien d,
• H o w  y o u  a tta in 'd  t o  life ’s g re a t end ?

“  T h u s, w ith  a  few  d ro p s o n  m y b row ,"
“  B u t  I  have been dipped as  y o u 'll see  m e now .”
“ A n d  I  re a lly  th in k  i t  will h ard ly  do,
A s  I 'm  ' clo se  com m u n io n ’ to  cro ss with you ; 
Y o u 'r e  bound I  know , to  th e  realm s ot bliss,
B u t  y o p  m u st g o  th a t  w ay , an d  I 'l l  g o  th is ."
T h en  s tra ig h tw a y  p lu n gin g  w ith a ll his m ight, 
A w ay to  th e  le ft— his trien d  to  th e  r ig h t  
A p a r t  th e y  w en t from  th is  w orld  o f  sin,
B u t  a t  last to g e th e r  th e y  e n tered  in.

A n d  now  w hen th e  r iv e r  w as rollin g on ,
A  P re sb y te ria n  C h u rch  w en t dow n ;
O f  W o m e n  th e r e  seem ’d  a  w ondrous th ro n g ,
B u t  th e  M en  I  co u ld  c o u n t as  th e y  passed along. 
A n d  co n ce rn in g  th e  ro a d  th e y  could n ev er ag ree , 
T he O ld  o r  th e  N ew  w ay, w hich it should be,
N o r  e v er a  m o m en t p au sed  to  th in k  
T h a t b o th  w ould  lead  to  th e  riv er 's  brink.
A n d  a  sou n d  o f  m u rm u rin g , lo n g  and loud,
C am e e v er u p  from  th e  m ovin g crow d ;
“ Y o u 'r e  in th e  O ld  w ay , an d  I ’m  in th e  N ew ,
T h a t is th e  false , and th is  is  th e  tru e ’1—

O r "  I ’m  in th e  O ld  w ay , and y o u 're  in th e  N ew , 
This is th e  false , and th a t  is  th e  t r u e ."
B u t  th e  b re th re n  on ly  seem 'd  to  speak,
M o d e st th e  S iste rs  w alked, and m eek,
A n d  if  e v e r  one o f  th em  ch an ced  to  say  
W h a t  tro u b les  sh e  m e t w ith on  th e  way  
H o w  sh e lo n g ’d  to  p a ss  to  th e  o th e r  side  
N o r  fe a r 'd  to  c ro ss  o v er th e  sw elling tide.
A  voice a ro se  from  th e  b re th re n  th e n  :
“ L e t  n o  o n e sp eak  b u t “  th e  holy M en ,”
F o r  h av e  y e  n o t  h eard  th e  w ord s o f  P au l,
O h , le t  th e  W o m e n  k eep  silen ce all.

I  w atch ’d  th e m  lo n g  in m y cu rio u s d ream ,
Till th e y  sto o d  b y  th e  bord ers o f  th e  stream ,
T h en , j u s t  as  1 th o u g h t, th e  tw o w ays m et,
B u t  all th e  B re th r e n  w ere  ta lk in g  y et.

A n d  w ould  ta lk  o n , till th e  h eav in g  tide,
C arried  th em  o v e r, side b y s id e :
Side by side, fo r  th e  w ay w as one,
T h e  to ilsom e jo u rn e y  o f  life w as done,
A n d  P r ie s t  an d  Q u a k e r, and all who died,
C am e o u t  a lik e  on  th e  o th e r  side.
N o  form s, “  o r  c ro sse s ,”  o r  books had th ey,
N o  g o w n s o f  silk , n o r  su its  o f  g re y ,
N o  creed s  to  g u id e  th e m , n o r  m an u scrip ts  
F o r  a ll h ad  p u t o n  R igh teou sn ess.

SEo dfoiî spoiulcnk
Communications f o r  insertion in  this Jo u rn a l should be 

p la in ly  written, an d  as concise as possible.

J .  W .  C .— W e  a r e  i n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  b u t  a r c  n o t  s o  h a r d  u p  
f o r  m a t e r i a l  a s  t o  n e c e s s i t a t e  o u r  u s i n g  i t .  P h i l o s o p h i c  m i n d s  
s e l d o m  j u m p  a t  h a s t y  c o n c l u s i o n s .  W e  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  y o u  t o  
r e a d  a  f e w  m o r e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  H arbinger,  a l s o  I t .  D .  O w e n ,  A .  R .  
W a l l a c e ,  D r .  C r o o k e s ,  t h e  D i a l o c t i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  R e p o r t ,  a n d  a  f e w  

o t h e r  w o r k s  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  b e f o r e  y o u  w r i t e  u s  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r ,  
w h e n  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  t h i s  w e  w i l l  g l a d l y  i n s e r t  y o u r  c o n c l u s i o n s  
i f  n o t  t o o  v o l u m i n o u s . — E d .  I I .  L .

T H E  S P I R I T S  A N D  P O E T R Y .

To t h e  E d i t o r  o p  t h e  H a r b i n g e r  o f  L i g h t . 

S i r ,— I  am  v e r y  m u ch  in clin ed  to  th in k  th a t  P o e try  
is  am on g th e  en jo y m en ts  o f  th e  Sp irits’ W o rld , as  well 
as  M u sic . T h e  a n c ie n ts  seem ed  to  th in k  s o ; and hence  
th e ir  in v o catio n  o f  th e  M u se s . P o p e , who w as evidently  
a S p iritist, h eld  th e  sam e id ea. H e  com m en ces h is  e x ­
qu isite p ie ce  on  th e  M essiah  t h u s :—

Y e nymphs o f  S o ly n ia  ? b eg in  t h e  song ;
T o  h e a v e n l y  t h e m e s  s u b l i m e r  s t r a i n s  b e l o n g ,
T h e  m o s s y  f o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  t h e  s y l v a n  s h a d e s  ;
T h e  d r e a m s  o f  f ’ i n d u a  a n d  t h e  A o n i a n  m a id # ,
D e l i g h t  n o  m o r e .  O ,  t h o u  m y  v o i c e  i n s p i r e ,
W h o  t o u c h e d  I s a i a h ' s  h a l l o w e d  l i p s  w i t h  f i r e ?

Though an admirer of Nature, I  am not a man of a

pooticnl tu rn  o f  m ind ; fa r  from  it . I  am  to o  m aterial 
is tic  and w an t fancy. I  quite sym path ised  with M r. 
H u xley  w hen he said th a t  he could n o t be bothered  
“ w ith th e  tw addle o f  th e  m edium s,”  f o r  I  feel th a t a  
m an in th e  im p o rtan t position in 'which th e  Professor  
stand s, w ith every  m om ent o f  his tim o dovoted to  the  
stu d y o f  th e  w orks and law s o f  N a tu r e — for au g h t th at' 
y e t has been revealed to  us by sp irits , and esp ecially  
from  th e  difficulty o f  p ro o f th a t  w h at th e y  teach  is 
tru e , to g eth o r w ith th e  g re a t w aste o f tim o which tak es  
p lace usually a t  c ircles, is b e tte r  em ployed for th e  benefit 
o f m ankind as  he ¡8.

F o r  th e  very  sam e reaso n , a f te r  being convinced o f  
th e  reality  o f  th o  phenom ena, I  have n o t felt anxious to  
a tten d  a  circle , my cu rio sity  being som ew hat satisfied, 
and tr u th , ra th o r th an  am u sem en t, being m y aim . I  
m ade several efforts to  acqu ire sp ir it w riting, but 
w ith o u t e f f e c t ;  a n d  reasoned m y self in to  th e  b elief th a t  
if  I  continu ed c o r re c t  in my m oral co n d u ct, and am  
willing to  assist w ell-disposed sp irits, th e y  will bo glad  
to  tak o  advantage o f  m y servicos. S in ce th a t tim o I  
have freq uently  felt a p ecu liar a p titu d e  in w riting  
P o e try , w hich usually occu rs when I  aw ak e iD th e  m orn ­
in g , and , alth ou gh  I  ca n n o t p ro v e  it , I  can n o t help 
th in k in g  i t  is th rou gh  sp irit influence th a t I  w rite. T he  
following w ere m y w aking th oughts th is m orning ; th ey  
occup ied  ab o u t te n  m inutes in w ritin g , and , althou gh  
th e y  con tain  n othing fine, th e y  a re  a t  all even ts an 
agreeab le  recreatio n , and w riting such is b e tte r  th an  
Bnoring on e’s tim o a w a y ;—

AWAKE.
Awake, your time is flying,

The moments steal away,
As all mankind arc dying,

Ariso without delay 1 
Up, up I the day is breaking I 

The morning's calm and clear ;
The birds for you nrc waiting,

Their morning songs to hear.
Tho flowers are bright and blooming,

In crystal dew-drops dressed,
The morning air perfuming ; ,

You've had enough of rest!
Come, see the sun while rising 

In all its bright array ;
It seems to us surprising 

That you can keep away I 
So beautiful is Nature.

So fresh the balmy air;
Como, see our great Creator 

Seems smiling everywhere.
I  ju m p ed up , w rote  th o  versos, to ok  a w alk ab o u t th e  

gard en , adm ired th e  flowers and shrubs, and cam e in nnd 
w ro te  th is p ap er b efore b reakfast, w hich inny encou rage  
o th ers  to  tr y  th e  sam e m ethod w ith th e  spirits.

'_________  R E C L U S E .

T E S T I M O N I A L  T O  T H E  M E D IU M  O F  T H E  
E N E R G E T I C  C I R C L E — R e p o b t  o f  S e a n c e s .

D e a r  H a r b i n q e r ,— This D ay  (th e  10 th  D ecem b er) 
com p letes th e  th ird  y e a r  o f  o u r  C irclo 's existen ce. O u t  
o f  th e  fifteen m em bers w e originally s ta rte d  w ith, b u t  
fo u r  rem ain , th e  M edium , th e  V ice-C h airm an , a 
p riv a te  m em ber, and y o u r humble serv an t. O f  those  
who h a v /le f t ,  one (M rs . R ich a rd s ), is in  spirit-lan d, and  
n early  all tho otherB a re  in affinity o r  belong to  o th er  
C ircle s . O n e o r  tw o a re  resid en ts o f  o th e r  d istricts, 
b u t still ta k e  a  lively in te r e s t  in  o u r  progress. M a y  
o u r  d e a r sp irit-gu id es be ev er n e a r th em , to  w atch  over  
and bless th em  in th e ir  pilgrim ago th ro u g h  th is  low er 
sp h ere , and , in all th e ir  un dertak ings, m ay th e y  p u t  
th e ir  t r u s t  in G od— th e  U n iv ersal P a r e n t o f  a ll m an­
kind. O n  F r id a y , th e  4 t h  in st ., w e h ad  a  v e ry  fine 
sean ce . K in g  ap p eared  in full form , clo th ed  in a new  
rob o , w hich fe lt ffo r wo w ore all allowod to  to u ch  i t ) ,  
like C rick e te r’s flannel, nnd w ith a  dress on  his head  
shap ed like a  cro w n . H e  was seen plainly b y all. 
G e o rg e  A b ell w as also  seen. H e  h ad  a  lo n g  b eard  lik e  
a  g o atee , and very  w hite. A lfred  L o n g m o re  w as also  
seen. H e  h ad a  curiou s head -d ress on  him , and was 
b an d ag ed  o n  each side of th e  face. H o  w as n o t so ta ll 
as  K in g  a n d  A b ell, b u t h e  sm iled to  m e, and seem ed  
p leased  to  be recognised . T h e n  ap p eared  a  fom ale  
figure. Sh e w as clothed in very  w hite d rap ery , nnd 
sevoral tim es K in g ’s  lig h t shone o u t very  lum inous th at
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w e m ig h t all see  h er. Sh e ap p eared  ta lle r  th a n  th e  
m edium , a n d  w ore a  head -d ress like th a t  w orn by th e  
w om en o f  th e  E a s t . I t  was th e  m edium ’s  sp irit-s ister. 
K in g  had inform ed, m e som e tw o o r  th re e  m o n th s ago  
th a t  she w ould m an ifest sh o rtly , b u t n o t  to  te ll th e  
m edium . O n Su nd ay, th e  Gth D ecem b er, th e re  w as a  
th u n d er-sto rm  ragin g  ou tsid e du rin g o u r  sean ce , and , 
th erefo re , th e  m anifestations w ere  a n y th in g  but 
sa tisfa cto ry . T h e  lightnin g w as so viivid as  to  lig h t up 
all th e  room , th u s  enabling all o f  us to  see, to  ou r  
aston ish m en t, th o  u n consciou s m edium  passin g round  
th e  C ircle  w ith K in g 's  ligh t in his hand and som e 
d rap ery  on  th e  fro n t o f  his body. T h ere  w as no 
a tte m p t a t  co n cealm en t, b u t, a t  th e  close, K in g  sp eak ­
in g  th ro u g h  th e  m edium  said :— “  in conseq uence o f  th e  
d istu rb ed  s ta te  o f  th e  elem en ts to  n ig h t, th o  m ate ria lisa ­
t io n s  have been v e ry  im p e rfe ct."  I  p lace th ese facts  on  
re co rd  as  in form ation to  yo u n g  C ircles, who, w ere  th ey  
to  w itn ess such a  sigh t, m igh t h astily  ju m p  a t  co n clu ­
sion s and blam e som e in n o cen t m edium  for w h at he o r  
sh e  w as n o t  responsible for in an y  sh ap e w hatover. 
T h e  phenom ena a re  su b ject to  n a tu ra l law s, and if  th e  
conditions b y w hich th e y  o c c u r  a r e  d istu rb ed  e ith e r  by  
atm o sp h eric  ch an ges, o r o th o r influences o f  a n  adverse  
c h a r a c te r  in th e  C irc le  o r oth erw ise, th e y  a t  once  
assu m e a  s tra n g e  a sp e c t, w h ich  to  ou tsid ers, w ould  
ap p e a r “ very  suspicious,”  and ev en  so to  old in vesti­
g a to rs , w ere  th e y  n o t v e ry  ob servan t, m akiu g them  
d o u b t th e  gen uin eness o f  th e  m aterialisation s o ccu rrin g  
u n d e r  m o re  favorable circu m stan ces . In  th e  e a rly  p a r t  
o f  th e  sea n ce  th e  V ice-C h airm an  had felt a  sp irit-face  
n e a r  th e  floor, and th e  C h airm an  an d  tw o  o th ers  had 
h ad th e ir  hands placed  on  th e  m ediu m 's ow n  h ead , and , 
w hile re stin g  th e re , th e ir  o th e r  han ds w ere  tak en  and  
allow ed to  feel like a  foreh ead  and a  bu shy b eard  in 
f ro n t o f  th e  m edium . I t  w as su b seq u en t to  th is , th a t  
th e  m aterialisation s seem ed to  us t o  c e n tre  on  th e  
m edium . T h is m an ifestatio n  w ould, a t  firs t sigh t, 
a p p e a r  to  fav o r S e rg e a n t C o x ’s  th eo ry  o f  P sy ch ic  F o rc e ,  
b u t a s  a  few  o f  us h av e  on  sev eral p reviou s occasions  
seen b o th  th e  m edium  an d  th e  sp ir it a t  th e  sam e tim e, 
a n d  h av e  re p e a te d ly  felt as  w ell as  se e n  fa ce s  and hands, 
w h ich  wo knew  from  o u r  ow n con sciou sn ess w ero  n o t,  
a n d  cou ld  n o t be, th o se  o f  th e  m edium  o r  an y on e else  
in  th e  roo m , (w e a ll s i t  w ith  o u r  h an d s jo in e d  w hen  
K in g ’s  lig h t appears,), th e  bu lk o f  th e  evid en ce w ould  
n o t su sta in  su ch  a  conclu sion . E a r ly  in  th e  new  y ear, 
h o w ever, w e a re  a ll to  h av e  a  s ig h t o f  b o th  th e  m edium  
a n d  th e  sp irit a t  o n e  a n d  th e  sam e m om en t, so  as  to  
rem o v e  all d o u b t o n  th e  stib ject from  th e  m inds o f  even  
th e  m o st o b d u rate  S ce p tic  in V ic to ria . T h e  6 th  in st ., 
b e in g  th e  an n iv ersary  o f  S is te r  R ich a rd 's  d e p a rtu re  for  
S p irit L a n d , h e r  ch a ir  w as k e p t v a ca n t, an d  a  b eau tifu l  
b o u q u et o f  flow ers placed  on  i t  a s  a  sm all tr ib u te  o f  
re sp e ct to  h e r  m em ory . A t  th e  clo se  o f  th e  sean ce , th e  
w ife o f  th e  V ic e -P re s id e n t, by p reviou s arran g em en t, 
step p ed  forw ard  and p resen ted  th e  m edium  w ith  a  p u rse  
o f  tw e n ty -th re e  sovereign s, as  a  C h ristm as b o x , and “  as  
a  to k e n  o f  th e  confid ence a n d  esteem  in w h ich  h e  is 
h e ld  b y  a l l  th e  C ircle .’ ’ T h e  m ediu m  w as com p letely  
ta k e n  b y  su rp rise , a n d  re tu rn e d  th an k s in  a  few  
ap p ro p ria te  rem ark s. A ll  th e  m em b ers f e lt  th a t  som e  
s lig h t ack n ow led gem en t w as d u e  from  th e m  to  one  
w h o h a d  b een  so p u n ctu a l in  h is  a tte n d a n ce  a t  th e  
se a n ce s , and so  ob liging a s  o u r  m edium  h as in variably  
b e e n , e v e r  s in ce  th e  C ircle  w as form ed. A s  h e  is  n o t  a  
p rofession al m ediu m , h is  n am e b y  re q u e s t o f  his sp irit-  
g u id e s  is  w ithh eld . O n  S u n d ay , th e  1 3 th .,  K in g  and  
A b e ll m ad e  th em selv es visible, b u t  w e re  n o t  so  plainly  
se e n  a s  fo rm e rly . T h e y  w e re  b o th  clo th ed  m  th e  
u su a l d ra p e ry . K in g  req u ested  th e  C irc le  to  ad jou rn  
a f te r  F r id a y ,, th e  1 8 th .,  u n til th e  seco n d  F r id a y  in  
J a n u a r y .  H e  a ls o  said  th e y  w ould  n o t  h av e  v e ry  lo n g  
t o  w a it  a f te r  th a t  f o r  th e  S p i r i ^ h o t o s .  H e  a lso  to ld  
th e m  th ro u g h  m e , t h a t  h e ,  w ould  in  a  l i t t le  tim e , tak e  
a w a y  fro m  th e  m edium ’s  c o a t  p o ck et, th e  M elb ou rn e  
se a le d  p a c k e t, w h ich  h e  w ould  r e ta in  u n til  a f te r  th e  
h o lid ays, t h a t  i t  w ould  th e n  b e  re tu rn e d  w ith  w ritin g  on  
i t ,  a n d  i t  co u ld  b e , in  d u e  co u rs e , forw ard ed  t o  its  
o w n e rs . T h e  S an d h u rst o n e  w o u ld  b o ta k e n  o n  th e  
fo llo w in g  F r id a y  in  a  s im ilar w ay . T h e  V ice -C h airm an  
th e n  h ad  th e  M e lb o u rn e  p a c k e t p la ce d  in  h is  han d, a n d  i t

im m ediately afterw ard s w as ta k e n  by th e  sp irits . T he  
C ircle  room  w as m in u tely  exam in ed  a f te r  th e  se a n ce  by  
th re e  o f  th e  m em b ers, b u t n o t a  s cra p  o f  a  p ack et, 
d rap ery , o r b eard  could be foun d. I  m ay  a lso  add th a t,  
as  i t  w as rep o rted  b y su spicious p erso n s o u t-o f  doors, 
th a t  th e  d rap ery  in w hich th e  sp irits  a p p ear, is  b ro u g h t  
in to  th e  ro o m  by th e  m ediu m , co n cealed  in his c lo th es, 
wo w ith o u t givin g him th e  s lig h te s t w arn in g , ask ed  his 
perm ission  to  search  him , w hich he a t  on ce  ch eerfu lly  
gav e. H e  w as acco rd in g ly  th e r e  a n d  th e n  ta k e n  in to  a

Eriv a te  room  by th re e  o f  th e  m em b ers, d en u d ed  o f  all 
is c lo th es , an d  search ed  to  his h e a r t ’s co n ten t. 

N o th in g  w h atever o f  a  su sp iciou s c h a r a c te r  w as found  
upon him . A ll th is  w as done to  vin d icate  him  fro m  th e  
u n ju st asp ersion s w hich h ad been c a s t  up on him  by 
op pon ents o f  S p iritu alism . N o w , w h ere  does th is  
d rap ery  co m e from , and , w hen th e  sean ces  a r e  ov er, 
w h ere is i t  ta k e n  to , o r  w h at b eco m es o f  i t  ? A g a in ,  
who to ok  aw ay  th e  M elb o u rn e  p a ck e t, an d  w h ere  has it  
been p la ce d ?  W il l  i t  be r e tu r n e d ?  L e t  y o u r  read ers  
“  th in k  o n ’t .”  T h e  E n e rg e tic  C irc le  jo in  in w ishing all

io u r  read ers, S p iritu alists , and N o n -S p iritu a lists , a  
app y new  y e a r .

T H E  C H A I R M A N .
S an d h u rst, 1 6 th  D e c . 1 8 7 4 .

P .S .— A t  o u r  se a n ce  o f  th e  1 8 th  D e ce m b e r, tho  
S an d h u rst sealed  p a ck e t w as ta k e n  aw ay by th e  Sp irits  
in th o  sam e w ay as  th o  M elb o u rn e  o n e w as. M u ch  
in te re s t is now  evin ced  by all th o  frien ds as  to  w h eth er  
b o th  p ack ets  will be re tu rn e d  again  a f te r  th e  holidays, 
and if, as  prom ised, th e re  will be w ritin g  on th em .

O u r  C ircle  a t  p re s e n t n u m b ers  th ir te e n  m em bers.

E N G L I S H  N E W S .

W e  have re ce iv ed  from  M r . B u rn s  a  n u m b e r  o f  very  
in te re stin g  S p irit P h o to g ra p h s , in clu d in g  A . E .  W a lla ce ,  
w ith his S p irit m o th e r, C o u n t W im p ffen , a n d  a  S p irit, 
M r. W illia m s a n d  J o h n  K in g , P r in ce  do W ittg e n s te in  
an d  A m ie, M r . G led stan es a n d  L o r d  B y r o n , W illia m  
H o w itt  and w ne o f  his ch ild ren , & c. T h e  te s tim o n y  to  
th e  B o n a  f i d e s  o f  som e o f  th e se  is  e x c e lle n t. “ H u m a n  
N a t u r e "  fo r  S ep tem b er, co n ta in e d  tw o  specim ens  
illu s tra tiv e  o f  a n  a r tic le  o n  S p ir it  P h o to g ra p h y , by 
M . A ., (O x o n ) , w h ose tes tim o n y  to  th e  r e a lity  o f  S p irit  
P h o to g ra p h y  is  v e ry  s tro n g , he a k o  in cid en tally  
in tro d u ce s  th e  testim o n y  o f  W illiam  H o w itt , w h ich  is 
eq u ally  forcib le . T h o “ M ed iu m ” o f  S e p tem b er 2 5 th .,  
and tw o follow in g n u m b ers , co n ta in  a  le c tu r e  by  
G e o rg e  S e x to n , M .A ., L .L .D . ,  & c., e n title d  “  S cien tific  
M aterialism , E x a m in e d  an d  R e fu te d ” b e in g  a  re p ly  to  
P ro fe sso r T y n d all’s  ce leb ra ted  in au g u ral ad d ress . I t  is  
a  m o st ab lo  a n d  te llin g  rev iew  an d  c ritic is m  o f  th e  
P ro fe sso r’s  ad d ress , a n d  w e a r e  g la d  t o  ob serve  t h a t  i t  
is  t o  be issued in  p am p h let form , e v e ry o n e  w h o h a s  re a d  
T y n d all, should p ro c u re  i t .  M r . a n d  M r s . E v e r e t t  have  
b een  m ak in g  a  to u r  in  D e rb y sh ire , a n d  h av e  g iv en  a  
series o f  m o st su ccessfu l S ean ces, th e  m an ifestatio n s  
b ein g  o f  a  m o st varied  c h a ra c te r , fro m  re p lie s  t o  t e s t  
q u estion s, t o  th e  c a rr y in g  o f  solid  su b sta n ce s  a  d istan ce  
o f  1 4  m iles. T h e  “ S p iritu alist”  o f  O c to b e r  2 n d ., 
co n ta in s  a  lo n g  a n d  in te re s tin g  a c c o u n t o f  th e i r  to u r .  
T h e  D iscu ssion  on  th e  s u b je c t o f  “  O rg a n iz a tio n ”  is 
s til l  b ein g  c a rr ie d  on , w e r e g r e t  to  se e  so m u ch  fee lin g  
im p o rte d  in to  i t .  W illia m  H o w itt  v e ry  w arm ly  
p ro te sts  a g a in s t O rg an iza tio n , a n d  p a r ticu la r ly  a g a in s t  
th e  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n  o f  S p iritu alis ts”  T h e  la s t  
a n d  m o s t u n p ard o n ab le  crim e  o f  w hich, is  a  reso lu tio n  
ca rr ie d  b y  th a t  body to  “ e xp u n g e  a ll m en tio n  o f  
sy m p ath y  w ith  th e  d o ctrin e s  o f  th e  G o sp el fro m  th e  
p rin cip les  a n d  o b jects  o f  th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  
S p iritu alists ,”  th e  reaso n  given , b e in g  th e  “  im p o ssib ility  
o f p leasin g  everyb od y”  i f  a n y  s u c h  allu sion s w ere  m a d e . 
F o r  o u r  ow n p a rts , w e th in k  th e  A sso c ia tio n  h a v e  
a c te d  v e r y  w isely  in  .th e m a tte r , th e i r  le a v in g  o u t  
allu sio n  to  C h ris tia n  d o ctrin e  (s o -ca lle d ) , d o es n o t  
im p ly  a  d isb elief in  i t ,  o r  th e  e sse n ce  o f  it , th e r e  a r e  as  
good m en  o u tsid e  th e  C h ristian  C h u rch , a s  w ith in  it . 
M r . M o rse , th e  w ell-k now n T ra n ce  M e d iu m , b ein g  
a b o u t t o  v is it  A m e rica  on  a  le c tu r in g  to u r , w a s  e n te r-
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tained a t  ft S o iree , a t  th e  C o -o p era tiv e  I n s titu te , 
O cto b er 8 th . T h e re  w as a  la rg o  a tte n d a n ce , and 
addresses w ere  g iv en  b y D r. S exto n , A ir E v ere tt, 
M rs. T ap p an , and b y  a  S p irit th ro u g h  M r. M orse  him- 
sell. M r. M o rse  a p p e a rs  to  be held in m uch esteem , 
and w as a cco rd e d  a  v e ry  kin d ly  farew ell. M rs. Tappan  
has been d eliv erin g  so m e o f  h er fine Inspirational 
ad d resses a t  B rig h to n , to  la rg e  and ap p reciative  
audiences*- T h e  S p iritu a l m ovem ent seem s to  be all 
alive ju s t  n ow , a n d  sev eral new books and pam phlets  
are in th e  p ress, in clu d in g  M r. W a lla c e 's  papers on 
S p iritu alism , & c.

A  N A R R A T I V E .

T h e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  J o h n  K in g  ( S i r  H e n r y  M o rga n ), 
g iv e n  th ro u g h  H e n r y  T . C h ild , M .D .

(From the Rcligio-Philosophical Journal.) 
INTRODUCTION.

Tn com m on  w ith m o st p erson s who have w itnessed

Shysical m an ifesta tio n s o f  sp irit, I  had o ften  h eard  o f  
ohn K in g . I  a tte n d e d  th e  se a n ce s  o f M r. N elson  

H olm es and his w ife , M rs . J e n n ie  H o lm es, in Ph ilad el­
phia, in M a y , 1 8 7 4 , an d  on  the- 12 th  o f  th a t  m on th , a  
spirit w as m ate ria liz e d  and app eared  a t  tho a p e r tu re  o f  
th e  cab in et in w h ich  M r. H o lm es w as s ittin g  Sh e gave  
th e  n am e o f  K a ti e  K in g . S h e  w as th e  firs t s p ir it  who 
had spok en to  u s  from  th is  cab in et. Sh e cam e every  
day fo r  a  w eek . O n  th e  1 9 th  o f  M ay several spirits  
ap p eared , som e o f  w hom  w e re  recogn ized . W h en  K atie  
cam e I  ask ed  h e r  if  h e r  fa th e r  cou ld  n o t com e. She re-

Eliea , “ H e  w as h e re  th is  even in g , b u t you did n o t know  
im. H e  w as th o  m an w ith d a rk  h air and heard and a  

w hite tu rb a n  on  h is h ead , and a  w h ite  handk erchief  
roun d h is m o u th .”

O n th e  2 0 th  a t  a  sm all p riv ate  c ircle , ho ca m e  and I  
recogn ized  him  a t  o n c e , a s  th e  s p ir it  d escrib ed  b y K a tie  
on th e  p rev io u s even in g . I  ask ed  him  if  h o co u ld  n o t  
speak to  u s . H o sa id , “ Y e s  s ir , I  am  read y  fo r  th at  
now. K a ti e  w ill n o t  be h e re  to -d a y , sh e  is en g aged  in 
a n o th e r  s e a n c e ."  W o  held a  co n v ersatio n  with him for  
som etim e, and sin ce  th a t  he has ap p eared  a t  alm ost 
every se a n ce . O n  th e  sam e ev en in g  lie ca m e  to  m e in 
m y office, an d  sa id , “ D o cto r , I  wish you would g e t  the  
a cco u n t o f  m y lifo w hile on e a rth  and read i t ; it is full 
o f  lies, b u t  th e y  did n o t  know  an y  b e tte r . T hen I  would  
like y o u  to  w rite  m y ow n s to ry  o f  th e  m a tte r . I  am  
n o t p a r ticu la r ly  tro u b le d  ab o u t th a t  w h ich  has been pub­
lished fo r  tw o  h u n d red  y e a rs  a b o u t m e. I  alw ays felt  
th a t th e  tr u th  w as b ad en o u gh , and good enough , b u t I  
have h ad  a  d esire  in com m on w ith m o st sp irits  to  give  
to  th e  w orld a  tr u e  an d  faithful detail o f  m y exp erien ces  
both in e a r th  lifo and in  th o  spirit-lan d.

1 h av e  kn ow n y o u  fo r  y e a rs  as  a  w rito r  an d  a  w orker, 
G od bless y o u , b u t I  h a v e  n e v e r  been p erm itted  th u s to  
com e to  y o u  o r  an y  o th e r  good w rite r . M y m ission has  
been on  th o  p h ysical p lan e m ain ly . I  havo a lread y  m ade  
y o u  v e r y  sick , b u t  th o  in flu en ce w ill soon  ch a n g e , a n d  I  
shall co m p en sate  y o u  in  full by su ch  an  in crease  in 
s tre n g th  as  y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  know n. Y o u r  gu id es w ere  
a t  firs t q u ite  r e lu c ta n t  t o  have m o com e lest I  should  
tak e  y o u  o u t  o f  th o  e a rth -fo rm , b u t I  shall n o t  d o th at, 
n e ith e r w ill I  bo u n d er th e  n ecessity  o f  h u rtin g  y o u  an y  
m o re.”  I  w ould s a y  to  m y  b ro th e r and s is te r  m edium s  
who ca n  a p p re c ia te  th is , th a t  for a  w eek I  suffered m ost 
in ten sely , a n d  a t  tim e s  w as q u ite  ill. I  have consen ted  
t o  give th is  s p ir it  th e  fu lle st o p p o rtu n ity  I  c a n  to  s a y  all 
th a t  h e  d esires  to  th e  w o rld . I  have read  th e  n a rra tiv e  
o f  T h o rn to n  a n d  J o .  E sq u em elin g , tho la t te r  en titled  
“ B u c c a n e e rs  o f  A m e rica ,” published in 1 7 0 4 . I  have  
given a n  h o u r  e a ch  m orn in g  to  th is  sp ir it a n d  have r e ­
ceived  h is “  n a rra tiv e ,”  w hich I  prop ose to  publish in a  
series o f  ch a p te rs  in  th is  J o u rn a l . 1 have n ev er received  
an y th in g  th a t  w as m o re  th rillin g ly  in te re stin g  to  m e  
th a n  th is  s to r y  o f  re a l lifo. T h o beautiful K a tie  K in g , 
J o h n ’s d a u g h te r, seem ed  a  li ttlo  disap pointed th a t  h er  
fa th e r  h ad a n tic ip a te d  h e r , a n d  I  feel very  desirou s th a t  
she sh all co m e  w h en  h e  h as finished his s to ry , and tell  
th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  m e  a l l  h e r  exp erien ces. S h e  says  
she “ w as-a  li ttlo  g i r l  in  L o n d o n  a t  th o  tim e S t . P a u l’s  
C h u rch  w as b u rn ed , a t  th e  g r e a t  fire in  1 6 0 6 .”

E X P E R IE N C E  IN EA RTH  L IF E .

I  w a s  born in W a le s , En glan d , on  th e  1 7 th  d a y  o f  
M arch , 1 6 3 0 . M y  fa th er was a  w ell-to -d o  l .t t le  farm er, 
a v e ry  positive and a n g u la r  m an, su b ject to  spells of  
excitem en t, a lm o st am ou n tin g to  in san ity , a t  which lim es  
ho was exceed in gly  tu rb u len t and ty ran n ical. I  see  now 
th a t he was a  m edium , th ou g h , o fc o jtrso , wo knew noth- 
m g o f  th is  a t  th a t tim e, l i e  belonged to  th e  E n glish  
C h u rch , hut did n o t c a re  an y th in g  ab o u t th e  te n e ts  o r  
dogm as o f  tho C h u rch , l i e  was a  very profane m an.

M y  m o th er w as a  sm all w om an w ith g r e a t  c u e r g y  o f  
ch a ra cte r , which w as m uch draw u o u t b y my fa th er's  
w ayw ard cou rse. I  w as tho second o f niue children,- 
five sons and fou r d au gh ters. M o th er was a b etter  
m edium  th an  fa th er, and would often s it alon e when she 
could be released  from  tho ard u ou s ca re s  o f  h er large  
fam ily. Sh e did n o t know  why she did th is, ns she has 
to ld  m e since w e m et h ero  ; b u t now w e seo th a t it was 
fo r  com m u nion w ith th e  sp irits , w ho aided h e r  m u ch  in  
th e  toilsom e jo u rn ey  o f lifo. I shall p resen t m y fa th er  
and m oth er to  you in form  soon.

T h e re  was nothing to  mo p articu larly  a ttra c tiv e  a t  
h o m e ; p lenty  o f  hard w ork nod such p o or fare , th a t  
when I  w as ab o u t sixteen y e a rs  o f  age , I  ran  aw ay and  
en g aged  on board a  ship bound for B arb ad oes, having  
e n tered  in to  an  ag reem en t to  w ork m y passage and to  
b e  sold fo r  a  te rm  o f  th re o  y e a rs  service  on th e  land, 
w hich I  faithfully perform od to th o  le tte r, w orking m uch  
h a rd e r on th e  p lantation  th an  I  had ev er w orked a t  
homo.

I now perceive th a t I  was a  m edium , and th a t  ns soon  
as  I  g o t o u t a t  sea , th ese pow ers becam e m uch devel­
op ed. I  fe lt a  p ecu liar exh ilaration  which I  supposed  
w as produced by th o  sea  a ir . I  have noticed  th a t th ere  
a r e  m any persons w hose m edium istic powers a re  unfolded  
by go in g  to  sea, and th ese  m ake th e  b est sailors and  
officers. I  th ink it  w as ow ing to  m y m edium ship th a t  
d u rin g all m y lifo I  n ev er had a  seijious wound. I was 
very happy, m ainly from th is m edium ship, w hich of 
co u rse  1 knew  n othing ab o u t a t  th a t  tim e, an d  did n o t  
believe i t  till long a f te r  I  cam e to  spirit-life.

T h e re  w as but littlo  o f  im p ortan ce, occu rred  du rin g  
m y th reo  y e a rs  serv itu d e in B arbadoes. I t  was a lesson  
in slavery to  m e. A t  tho ag e  o f  n in eteen , in 1 6 5 5 , I  
w as honorably  disch arged , and having saved a  little  
m on ey I  se t o u t to  seek m y fortu n e, and ns tho historian  
te lls  y o u , I  w ent over to  Ja m a ica , and seeing tw o B u c­
can eer vessels fitted  o u t for an  expedition I  -joined 
th em  a t  on ce, and we w ere very  successful. A s  soon as  
I  g o t  o u t  to  se a  th e  sam e jo yfu l feeling ca m e  o v er m e, 
and 1 w as a jo lly  ta r ,  th e  life o f  o u r  boat.

T h orn ton  will’ say , “ T h is e a rly  success was ns fatal to  
M o rg an  ( th e  nam e I  had assum ed by which I was alw ays  
known d u rin g  m y earth -life , l lo n ry  M o rg an ), as good  
luck is to  th o  yo u n g  gam b ler on his first visit to  a  hell.”

F ro m  1 6 5 5  to  1 6 5 8  I  pursuod tho m o st desp erate  
p iratical life, having becom e com m an d er first o f  a  single  
vessel and afterw ard s  o f  a  fleet. M y  h isto ry  a s  given  
by tho w rito rs o f  th a t d ay , con tain s m ore falsehood than  
tru th . I  do n o t say  th a t  is as  bad as th o  re a lity  which 
in th o se  tim es it w as im possible to  g e t  a t . I  cou ld  de­
tail to  y o u  now th e  daily incidents o f  m y lifo a t  th a t  
period , b u t i t  w ould be usolcss and unprofitable, and I  
shall n o t d etain  y o u . I  have n o ap ologies to  offer., for 
th e  lifo o f  crim e, p lun der, bloodshed and p iracy  which I  
led. I  w ill say  th a t  y e a rs  o f  in te n se  suffering in  th is  
lifo havo n o t enab led  mo to  avipe o u t th e  sorrow  which  

so  ju stly  m in e. I  a c ce p t i t  a ll , how ever, as a  p art

e to  im prove a n a  eu n g n ien  it. X  t t U t  U U t  U B | > | j v « |  

b u t th e r e  a r e  h o u rs  w hen a  consciousness o f  p eace  s tea ls  
ov or m y sp irit, an d  I  dream  o f  tho heaven which is to  be 
m in e w h en  a l l  th is  tu rm oil and_ s tr ife  is  o v er. A  few  
in cid en ts m o re  will closo tho a c co u n t o f  m y e a r th ly  ex ­

is te n ce .
I n  1 6 5 9  I  re tu rn e d  to  Lond on. I  b ro u g h t con sid er­

ab le  m onoy w ith m e. I  foun d a  w om an nam ed  K a ti e  
L a m b e rt, whom  I  m arried , and fo r  a  b rie f  p eriod  I 
th o u g h t I  w ould  se ttle  dow n a n d  le a d  a n  h o n est life. I  
w as a t  hom o un til a f te r  o u r  littlo  K a tie , whom you havo 
seen  so often , was born , w hich w as on  th o  1 2 th  o f  M a y ,
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old s ty le , in th o  y e a r  1 0 0 0 . Soon a f te r  th is m y old r e c k ­
less  fiabits began to  grow  upon m e. Y o u  know  th a t  
th e re  is  a  cu m u lative ten d en cy  in th o  hu m an sy stem , and  
like p e n t up w aters o f  a  s tre a m , th ey  will u ltim ately  
b reak  aw ay  all b arriers . A fte r  m y m eans had been co n ­
siderably  dim inished, I  so t sail fo r  th o  W e s t  Indies  
ag ain , and w as go n e nine y e a rs  w ith varied  fo rtu n es, 
som etim es being q y ito  rich , and a t  Others h a rin g  but 
li ttle . T h o dark deeds o f  th is  period need n o t  be recited  
h ere . A t  len g th  a f te r  som e successful exp lo its , I  r e ­
tu rn e d  and found m y fam ily in g r e a t  d istress, w h ich  I 
w as able to  relieve, and for a tim e  w e had a  happy hom e. 
M y  little  K a tie  w as a  very  in te re stin g  child , and had  
m oro influence over mo th an  an y  o th e r p erson  e v er had. 
M y  ro u g h  and in tem p erate  h ab its  had grow n upon me, 
and I  w as a t  tim es very  cru el and vindictive. I t  w as a t  
th is  time,- w hen v e ry  m uch e xcited , I  s tru ck  m y wife and  
b rok e h e r  n o se, as you will seo w hen sh e  ap p ears in tho  
m aterialized  form.

I  rem ain ed  ab o u t th reo  y e a rs  a t  hom o and th en  tho  
disposition to  ro am , to g e th e r  w ith m y exh au sted  funds, 
led  mo to  go to  sea  again . T h ero  b ein g  consid erab le  
d istu rb an ces  on  th o  Islan d  o f  J a m a ic a  in 1 6 7 4 , I  was 
s e n t by K in g  C h arles  th e  Secon d, w ith ce rta in  pap ers  
to  E a r l  C arlisle, th en  G o v ern o r o f  th o  Islan d . I n  1 6 7 8 ,  
C arlisle re tu rn e d  to  E n g lan d  on  a c co u n t o f  his h ealth , 
a n d  I  w as app oin ted  D ep u ty  G o v ern o r, and th o  follow ­
in g  y e a r  I  w as kn igh ted  ns S ir  H e n ry  M o rg an . N o t  
lo n g  a f te r  th is , h av in g for y e a rs  boon in d issip ated  habits, 
I  passed ov er to  th o  S p irit-w orld . T h ero  I  w as m uch  
su rp rised  and disap pointed, to  m e e t li ttle  K itie , who 
had gono b efore mo n early  tw o y e a rs , a lth o u g h  I  h ad  no  
kn ow ledge o f  th is . Sh e w as a  blessed  an d  tru th fu l  
child, and w as th e  firs t to  m oot mo on  th o  sh ores o f  tho  
S p irit-lan d , th o u g h  sho cou ld  n o t  bo w ith m o m uch o f  
th o  tim e.

( t o  h e  c o n t i n u e d . )

T H E  K E V O L T  A G A I N S T  D O G M A .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s t r ik i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  
a g e  is  t h e  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  t h e  d o g m a s  w h ic h  f o r m  t h o  
s a n d y  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  m o d o r n  c h u r c h  s y s t o m s .

AH b igoted  C hu rchm ou a tta ck  S p iritu alism , and in so 
d o in g  brin g in to  s tro n g  re lie f  th o  lino o f  d em arcation  
se p a ra tin g , fo r  a tim e, th o  arm ie s  o f  b o th  sides, so o n er  
o r  la te r  to  co m e in to  collision.

W e  shall en d eav o u r to  p o in t o u t  th o  ro la tiv e  s tre n g th  
o f  th e se  opposing forcos, and s ta te , p lain ly  a n d  c le a rly , 
th e  re a so n  why w e, as  S p iritu alists , lo ok  fo r  an d  e x p e c t  
s u c c e s s :—

1 st. G od is  a  S p irit, and w ill n o t  a ss is t th o se  who 
confin e H im  to  th o  B ib le , a n d  den y HiB pow er to  com - 
m u n icato  w ith  M an k in d . t

2n d . G od , b ein g  a  S p irit, an d  M a n  b ein g  H is  im age  
is  a  S p irit a lso , an d , ns su ch , is  in d e stru ctib le .

8 rd . I t  follow s, th a t  all sp irits  a r e  livin g so m e w h e re ; 
an d , ns th e y  a r e  th o  im ages o f  G o d  in a  finite degree,, 
th e y  sh are , w ith  th a t  lim ita tio n , th o  a ttrib u te s  o f  
th e ir  In fin ite  M ak er.

4 th . I f  i t  is  p o ssib le  fo r  T h e  P a r e n t  S p irit to  co m ­
m u n ica te  w ith  H is  ch ild ren  in  th e  body, i t  m u s t bo 
p o ssib le  fo r  H is  Im a g e s— H is  Sons in th e  re a lm s o f  
L ig h t— to  co m m u n icate  w ith  th o se  who' shall b e  h eirs  o f  
im m o rta lity .
- 5 th . T h a t  th e y  ca n  do so h as b een  provod to  th e  s a tis ­
fa ctio n  o f  som e o f  th e  firs t m inds o f  th is  a g e , a n d  h as  
b e e n  a c ce p te d  a s  p ro v ed  b y  v a s t  m u ltitu d es, who have  
b een  called in  fro m  th e  lan es  an d  b y w ays o f  so cie ty .

6 th . T h a t  S p iritu alism  is , in  f a c t , th e  S econ d  Confine  
o f  C h rist.

' T re a tin g  th e  q u estio n  in  th is  w ay , i t  becom es a p p a re n t  
’  th a t  th e  ch ild ren  o f  m e n  up on th e  face  o f  th e  w h ole  

e a r th  a r e  divided in to  tw o classes— T h e  S p iritu a l and  
T h e  M a te ria l.

T h e  S p iritu a l c la sse s  h av e  S p iritu a lity — th e  M a te r ia l  
c la sse s  a r e  w ith o u t it .

N o w , S p iritu alism  a n d  M ateria lism  co m p rise  th e  tw o  
h alves o f  a  p e r f e c t  w h ole ; and , a s  M a tte r  is  th e  e x p re s ­
s io n  o f  S p irit, th e  p u re  M a te r ia lis t is  ig n o ra n t o f  th e  
la r g e s t  h a lf  o f  b is  n a tu re  a n d  d e stin y , w hile a  S p iritu alist  
is  u n ab le , i f  h e  w ould , to  d en y  t h a t  M a te ria lism  is , as  fa r  
a s  i t  g o e s , a n  a b so lu te  T ru th .

T h e  avow ed a th e is tica l M a te r ia lis t  is to  b e  re sp e cte d  
fo r  his c o u ra g e  and h o n esty . H e  h as  firm  h o ld  o f  one  
h alf  o f  th o  w hole T ru th  ; th e re  is  hope th a t ,  in  tim e , h e  
m ay a cq u ire  a  kn ow ledge o f  th e  o th e r  half.

T h e ro  is  m o re  th a n  hope— th e ro  is a b so lu te  c e r ta in ty ,  
for all m u st p u t on  im m o rtality , a n d  p u t  off th o  body  
and , th e re fo re , ev ery  sou l on e a r th , en sh rin ed  in c lay  a t  
tho p re se n t m om en t, m u st, so o n er o r  la te r ,  co m e  rou n d  
to  o u r  view s.

W e  have, th e re fo re , w h at n o o th e r  relig io n  h as e v er  
h a d : a n  a b so lu te  an d  im p erish ab le fo u n d atio n , based  
upon th e  N a tu r e  o f  G od , th o  N a tu r e  o f  M a n , a n d  th e  
R elatio n  b etw een  th em .

W o  have claim ed for S p iritu alism  th a t  i t  is  th e  S econ d  
C o m in g  o f  C h rist. I t s  rap id  Bpread “ from  th o  r iv e r  to  
th o  en d s o f  th o  e a r th  th e  sim ilarity  o f  th e  m an ifesta­
tion s, now  p erform ed  on  a  la rg e  sca le , w ith  th o se  w hich, 
in th e  tim e o f  J e s u s , w ere  p erform ed  on a  sm all o n e  ; 
and its  a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  p red ictio n s of S crip tu re  
m edium s, from  J a c o b  to  J e s u s , and from  J e s u s  to  J o h n ,  
all th ese  sign s p roclaim  th e  tr u th  an d  p o w er of tho  
m odern  M essiah .

J a c o b 's  vision h as  becom e a  r e a lity — a  lad d er is in use  
botw een E a r th  an d  H eav en .

T h o  say in g  o f  J e s u s  to  P ila te  has b een  rea lised , and  
th o  A n g els  o f  G o d  a r e  ascen d in g  a n d  d escen d in g  in th e  
sam e m an n er in w h ich  th e  sp ir it o f  J e s u s  w e n t in to  
H e a v e n , n am ely , in full view  o f  th o  c la irv o y a n t m edium s  
who w atch ed  H is  a sce n t.

“ T h e re  is a  n a tu r a l b o d y, a n d  th e re  is  a  sp iritu a l  
body, and as  wo h av e  b o rn e th e  im ago o f  th e  e a r th y , w e  
m u st a lso  b e a r  ^ jo  im age o f  th o  h eav en ly .”

T h e  g r e a t  tr u th  o f  in te rco u rse  b etw een  th e  tw o  s ta te s  
o f  e x is te n ce  h as nhvays been re co g n ise d  b y  th e  C h u rch  
o f R o m e , a n d  e xp la in s  th o  w onderful h o ld  w h ich  th a t  
g r e a t  sy stem  ta k e s  on  n a tu re s  s in ce re ly  d evout.

T h e  C h u rch  o f  R o m o  re p re se n ts  a  v ita l, positive  
relig ion , in sp ite  o f  its  foolish p rie s ts  an d  in fallible  
P o p es— in sp ito  o f  its  gro ss  abu ses and rid icu lo u s m odern  
d o g m a s ; and w e sh ou ld  n o t  b e  su rp rised  if, in  th e  fu tu re , 
th e  tw o  g r e a t  p o sitiv e  re lig io n s o f  C hristendom —  
S p iritu alism  an d  R o m a n  C ath o licism — sh ou ld  com bin e  
to  o v erth ro w  th o  g r e a t  n e g a tiv e  ro lig io n  o f  C h risten d o m  
— P ro te sta n tism  —  an d , a f te r  e ffectin g  th e ir  o b ject, 
q u a rre l b itte rly  botw een th em selv es.

I n  th a t  ca se , th e  s tro n g e s t o f  th o  tw o p ositive re lig io n s  
w ould triu m p h — S p iritu alism  w ould b e  like P r u s s ia  a t  
S ad ow a, a n d  m ak e  s h o rt  w o rk  o f  th o  C a th o lic  pow er.

T h e n  th e  rolig ion  o f  th e  p u re s t  and th e  b e s t  souls o f  
nil ages— one G o d , o f  ab so lu te  goodnoss, e v e r  o p era tin g  
th ro u g h  in te rm e d ia te  a g en cies— A n g e ls , S p irits  an d  M e n  
— w ould re ig n  in tem p les  n o t  m ado w ith  h an d s— th e  
h e a rts  o f  a ll H is  ch ild ren . B u t ,  in a ll th e  ag e s  to  co m e , 
th o  ru d im e n ta ry  sp h e re  m u st b e  o n e o f  t r i a l ; f o r  w e

Corceive “ th a t  g o o d  m en  c a n  bo d iscrim in ated  fro m  th e  
ad on ly  by a  co u rse  o f  t r ia l— by s tru g g le s  w ith  difficulty  

a n d  te m p ta tio n  ; b u t  o u r  view s of ju s t ic e , o u r  ca p a c ity  
fo r  in te lle c tu a l an d  m o ral ad v an cem en t, o u r  sa tisfactio n  
w ith  th e  proofs o f  a  fu tu re  life, g iv en  to  th o s e  w ho se e k  
f o r  su ch  p roo fs in  a  r e v e re n t and p ro p e r  sp irit, a n d  a  
cro w d  o f  hopes an d  a n tic ip atio n s  w h ich  a r is e  in  ou r  
bosom s u n so u g h t, will n o t a llow  u s  to  a cq u ie sce  in  th e  
c re e d  o f  M a te r ia lis m : t h a t  th is  life  is th e  e n d  o f  o u r  
e x is te n ce .”

A  N E W  S P I R I T U A L  P A P E R

W e  h a v e  re ce iv ed  th e  f irs t n u m b ers  o f  th e  “ S p iritu a l  
In q u ire r,”  a  w eek ly  jo u r n a l p u b lish ed  a t  S a n d h u rst . 
S p iritu alism  is  m ak in g  co n sid e ra b le  p ro g re ss  in  th a t  
C ity , C ircle s  a n d  M ed iu m s a r e  n u m ero u s, and th e  p a p e r  
is p rin cip a lly  d ev o ted  t o  C om m u n ication s, T ra n ce  
A d d resses , an d  g o n o ral lo ca l new s, N u m b e r  th r e e  is  
r a th e r  m o ro  v aried , an d  co n ta in s  a  s h o r t  a r t ic le  on  
“ M u tu a l M o r a l H e lp .”  So m e o f  th e  co m m u n ica tio n s  
a r e  b o th  in te re s tin g  a n d  in s tru c tiv e , a n d  th e  m a tte r  
g e n e ra lly  is  read ab le . T h o  p a p e r  is  p u b lish ed  a t  
tw o p en ce , a n d  co n sid erin g -th e  p r ice , is  v e ry  w e ll g o t  u p .  
T h e  dem an d  fo r  th e  firs t n u m b er w as so  f a r  in  e x c e ss  o f  
th e  p ro je c to rs ’ e s tim a te  a s  t o  n e c e s s ita te  th e  p u b lica­
tio n  o f  a  seco n d  ed itio n . W o  a r e  g la d  t o  find so lively  
a n  in te r e s t  in  th e  m a tte r  a t  S a n d h u rst, a n d  w ish th e  
“  I n q u ir e r ”  e v e ry  su ccess .



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 75S
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•Being a  rep ly  to  a  d isco u rse  by th o  R e v . J o h n  Graham ,
o f  S y d n ey , e n title d — “  S p ir it u a l is m  and C h r is t i­
a n ity  ; T iiE in  R ev ela tio n s  and E v id en ces C om-
pa r ed . B y  J .  T y e e m a n .

( continued from pa g e  710).
M r. G rah am  co m p a re s  th e  “ rev elations”  o f  C h ristian ­

ity  and S p iritu alism , *• as  to  th e ir  so u rce , m edia, m ethods, 
and c h a r a c te r .”

1 .— F i r s t ,  th e ir  S o urce.
T h e  re v . g e n tlem an  re m a rk s  t h a t :—
“  T h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  p r o f e s s  t o  h a v e  b u t  o n e  s o u r c e  :—  

• F o r  t h e  p r o p h e c y  c a m e  n o t  i n  o l d  t i m e s  b y  t h e  w i l l  o f  m a n ;  b u t  
h o l y  m e n  s p a k e  a s  t h e y  w e r e  m o v e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t . '  2  P e t . ,  
I I .  2 1 .  P r o p h e t s ,  A p o s t l e s ,  a n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  e v e r  p r o f e s s e d  t o  
h a v e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  l i g h t s .  
E v e n  w h e n  A n g e l s  s p a k e ,  t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  t h e i r  m e s s a g e  a s  f r o m  
G o d .  I t  i s  e v e r 1 t h u s  s a i t h  t h e  L o r d . ' ......................................... I I o w  d i f ­
f e r e n t  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  s p i r i t u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  I  f i n d  
i n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  p e r i o d i c a l ,  H arb in ger  o f  L ight,  s u p p l e m e n t .  

J u n e  1 s t ,  1 8 7 4 ,  t h a t  M r .  C r o o k e s ,  F . R . S . ,  e n u m e r a t e s  n i n e  t h e o r i e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . "  P a g e  1 3 .

M r. G ra h a m 's  reaso n in g  on th e  B ib le  w ould ju stify  a  
p riso n er in g iv in g  h im self a  g o o d  c h a r a c te r , o r  a  w itness 
in vo u ch in g  for his ow n v e ra city . W h a t  if  i ts  “ revela­
tio n s”  do " p r o fe s s  to  have b u t one s o u r c e ? ” A re  w e  
to  believe th is  sim p ly  on  its own a u th o rity  ? C ertain ly  
n o t. I t s  c red ib ility  an d  a u th o rity  a r e  still disputed, 
n o tw ith stan d in g  th o  lab o rs  o f all th e  professional advo­
c a te s  w ho h av e  plead ed  its  cau se  fo r  e ig h teen  hundred  
y e a rs . T h e  in te rn a l, e x te r n a l , and co lla tera l evidences  
u su ally  ad v an ced  in p ro o f a r c  speciou s, b u t shallow  and  
in conclu sive. A m p le  evid en ce  is  supplied b y its  own 
pa ges  o f  its  h av in g h ad  n o t on e , b u t m any  so u rces. Tho  
v ast d ifferen ce in th e  s tr u c tu r e , sty le , and ch a ra c te r  o f  
its  d ifferen t p a rts , forbids th o  b elief th a t  th e y  w ere  all 
d icta te d  o r  in sp ired  by one b e in g ; and still m ore so do 
th e  p o sitiv e  a n d  irre co n cila b le  co n trad ictio n s w ith which 
i t  aboun ds. I t  g iv es  th o  m ost c o n tra d ic to ry  s ta tem en ts  
as  to  th e  c h a r a c te r ,  a ttr ib u te s , and w ork s o f G o d ; th o  
ages o f  c e rta in  p erso n s ; th e  d ates  o f  ce rta in  o ccu rre n ce s  ; 
and m an y o th e r  th in g s. T h e  ca re fu l and unprejudiced  
re a d e r  o f  i t  c a n  easily  ad d u ce in stan ces  o f  th is . N ow , if  
th e  w h ole B ib le  h ad b u t  “  one  so u rce , as  M r. G raham  
co n ten d s, w e a r e  d riven  to  th e  con clu sion  th a t  th a t  
so u rce  w as e ith e r  p itifu lly  ig n o ra n t o r w ilfully false. A  
“  s o u rce ” p e rfe c tly  acq u ain ted  w ith th e  facts, and  
ab solu tely  tru th fu l, co u ld  n o t have m ade su ch  glarin g  
co n tra d ic tio n s  a s  c h a ra c te rise  th e  B ible. I f  our 
op pon ent, in  th e  face  o f  th e se  co n trad ictio n s, still p e r­
sis ts  th a t  all th e  re v e la tio n s  o f  th o  B ible h ad b u t “ one  
so u rce ,”  a n d  th a t  th a t .s o u r c c  w as “ G od ,”  ho, in effect, 
ch a rg e s  D e ity  w ith  e ith e r  ig n o ran ce  o r  decep tion . 
In s te a d  o f  h o ld in g  th a t  th e  B ib lo  had b u t o n e  so u rco —  
G o d — and d ish on orin g H im  by im p u tin g  th e  co n se­
qu en ces w h ich  thia p osition  involves, i t  is  su re ly  m uch  
m o re ra tio n a l to  b elieve th a t  i t  h ad  m any  so u rces  ; and 
th a t  i ts  w rite rs , as  im p e rfe c t an d  fallible m en, sim ply  
reflected  th e  e rro rs  o f  th e ir  ag o  and co u n try , when 
e x p ressin g  th e ir  ow n view s, and colo red  w h at cam e  
th ro u g h  th e m  w h en  w ritin g  u n d o r th e  in sp iratio n  o f  
h ig h er p o w ers.

T h e  a r g u m e n t th a t ,  b ecau se  th o  “ P ro p h e ts , A p ostles, 
a n d  J e s u s  C h r is t  e v e r  p ro fessed  to  h av e  th e ir  com ­
m u n icatio n s d ire c t  f r o m  the F a t h e r  o f  lights,"  th erefore  
th e  B ib le  h as  h ad b u t  “ on e s o u rc e ,” proves m u ch  m ore  
th a n  C h ris tian s  d a re  ad m it, if  i t  proves a n y th in g . . Tho  
fo u n d ers  a n d  c h ie f  ap o stles  o f  sco res  o f  o th e r  religious  
system s “ p r o fe s s e d ” p recise ly  th e  sam e th ing . Sh all we 
co n clu d e  fro m  th is  th a t  all th e se  con flictin g system s  
em an ated  fro m  “  o n e”  so u rce  ?  E v e n  in o u r  ow n day, 
an d  in  th is  co lo n y , J a m e s  S m ith  and o th e r  co n trib u to rs  
to  th e  M a ry b o ro u gh  a n d  D u n o lly  A d v ertise r  have again  
a n d  ag ain  boldly  “ p ro fessed ” to  re ce iv e  “ th e ir  com m u­
n ica tio n s  d i r e c t  from  th e  F a t h e r  o f  lig h ts .”  W il l  M r. 
G rah am  e le v a te  th e ir  effusions to  th e  level o f  tho B ible, 
a n d  ad m it th e m  a ll to  b e  “  from  G o d  ? ”  I  d a re  say  
th e y  a r e  q u ite  as  s in ce re  an d  tru th fu l as  th e  “ P ro p h ets , 
A p o stle s , an d  J e s u s  C h ris t .” H e  no d o u b t sco u ts  th e  
id ea  o f  a n y  w r ite r s  b u t  th o se  o f  th e  B ib le  receivin g  
“ th e ir  co m m u n ica tio n s d ire c t  from  th e  F a t h e r  o f lig h ts .”
I  con fess I  se e  n o  evid en ce  th a t  ev en  th o se  w rite rs  
did. In d eed , th e  v e ry  f a c t  o f a n y  m an , o r  n u m b er o f

m en, “ professing”  to  hold “ d irect"  com m u nication w ith  
G od, is a  grou nd o f suspicion. I t  is one o f  th o  easiest 
th in g s im aginable to  p reface a  com m u nication  w ith a—  

th u s saith  th e  L o rd ,"  and in th a t  w ay g rasp  and wield 
a  pow er n o t otherw ise atta in ab le . T h e  m ost despotic  
com m ands, th e  m ost h e artren d in g  cru elties, and the  
m ost revolting crim es, have been covered  by th is blas­
phem ous p reten sion . W itn e ss  th e  horrid  deeds record ed  
in th e  Biblo itself, as  having been done u n d er th e  p re ­
te n ce  o f  a  D ivine com m and. I  envy n o t th e  fram e of 
m ind which can  believe th a t  th o  “  F a th e r  o f L ig h ts”  
w as th e  a u th o r o f  th ose en o rm ities, fo r  w hich a  “ th u s  
saith  th e  L o rd ”  w as so convenien tly  advanced in olden  
tim es.

W h ile  M r. G rah am  claim s th a t  th e  revelation s o f  
C h ristian ity  had b u t one sou rce , he o u o tes M r. Crookes  
to  th e  effect th a t  th e re  a re  “ n in e  th eories con cern in g  
th e  so u rces" o f  "S p ir itu a l co m m u n ica tio n s ;"  but ho is 
again  disingenuous and m isleading. H e  p u ts “ nine" in  
italics  to  em phasise its  c o n tra s t to  “ one,” and leaves 
th e  read er to  in fer th a t, w hereas C h ristian ity  had but 
one  so u rce , Spiritualism ' has a t  le a s t nine. U p on  th is  
p rin ciple, I  could easily s ta te  nine th eories o f  th e  origin  
o f  th e  Biblo, and th u s dispose o f  his position th a t  it  
had b u t one sou rce  ; b u t w h at would be th o u g h t o f  such  
a  line o f  reaso n in g ? A re  th e  views o f  avowed opponents  
o f  Spiritu alism  to  s e ttle  for S p iritu alists th e  origin o f  
th e ir  m o v em en t? A s  well m ay declared  enem ies o f  
C h ristian ity  claim  to  determ in e its  origin for its  friends. 
M r. C rook es only qu oted a  num ber o f  th eories to  show  
th a t  th e y  utterly  fa i le d  to  cover a ll  th e  phenom ena he 
h ad personally  witnessed. T he on ly  th eo ry  which 
“ satisfied a ll  tho conditions o f  tho problem ,” was th e  
“ seventh— th e actio n  o f  d ep arted  hum an beings— the  
sp iritu al th eo ry  p a r  ex ce llen ce .”  I ,  th erefo re , hold th a t  
g e n u in e  Spiritualism  has b u t “ one  s o u rc e "— “ th e  action  
o f  d ep arted  hum an beings and sub m it th a t incom par­
ab ly  b e tte r  and m ore ab u n d an t evidence m ay be found 
by th o  h o n est tru th -seek er in p roof o f  th is than M r. 
G rah am  can  ad d u ce in su p p ort o f  his position th a t th e  
Bible, had b u t “  one so u rce ."  B u t  th ough t ru e  Spirit­
ualism  has b u t o n e  sou rce, in th e  sense o f its being  
exclu siv ely  th e  w ork o f “ d ep arted  hum an b rin gs,” i t  is 
not^claim od th a t  th is source- is  infallible. Tho spirits  
com m u n icatin g  differ w idely in in tellectu al developm ent 
a n d  m oral p rog ress ; and h en ce, w hile th ey  su b stan tially  
a g re e  on  m ain points, th e y  n ecessarily  vary  m o re  or 
loss on  m in o r m atters.

I n  dealing w ith th e  “  s o u rco "  o f  Spiritualism * M r. 
G rah am , as a  m a tte r  o f  co u rse , in trodu ces th e  D evil and  
his im ps as th e  “ possible" au th o rs  o f it . “ T he B ib le ,”

Iho says, “ declares th e re  is a g ro a t a p o sta te  sp irit called  
S a ta n , and un der him  legion s o f m align ant sp irits  
a ctu a te d  b y en m ity  to  G od , and envy, rag e , and m alice  
to w ard s m en and th ese , he thinks, “  m ay com m uni­
c a te  and im pose on  m en by ly ing w onders.” B u t, as  we 
re g a rd  th e  personal D evil o f  orth od o xy  as  sim ply a  
m yth , n o tw ith stan d in g w h at “ tho B ib le  d eclares” to  th e  
c o n tra ry , wo ca n n o t a cce p t w h at wo beliove to  have no  
e x is te n ce  as  th e  “ sou rce”  o f  som ething th at is. I t  is 
n o t m y bu siness, how ever, to  a tte m p t in th is  rep ly  to  
p rov e tn e  n o n -existen ce o f  “ S a tan ”  nnd his “ leg ion s."  
M r. G rah am  ap p ears to  have g r e a t  faith in th em , and  
he is qu ite  w elcom e to  th em , and all th o  good th e y  can  
d o him . T h ey  have ever been am on g th o  m o st useful 
allies o f  th e  C h ristian  C h u rch , and ca n n o t safely be 
dispensed w ith y e t . H e  u n w ittin gly  p a y s  u s  a  co m ­
plim en t w hen ho say s  th a t  “ m ost S p iritu alists laugh  
a t  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  th o se” beings. W e  m ay well 
“ lau g h ”  a t  su ch  ab su rd ities, and th e  only th in g  th a t  
re s tra in s  o u r  risibility  is th e  m elancholy fnct th a t in tel­
lig en t m en  should still tra d e  on th e  “  gu llibility” o f  th e  
m asses b y  te a ch in g  su ch  fictions fo r  G osp el tru th s .

A s  to  th o  “  so u rco ” o f  C h ristian ity  and Sp iritu alism , 
th e n , I  su b m it th a t in b o th  cases, i t  will be foun d to  be 
finite a n d  fallible b eings, em bodied an d  disem bodied ; 
and , th erefo re , in stead  o f  th e re  being su ch  a  “  c o n tra s t”  
b etw een  th e m  as  o u r  op pon ent trie s  to  m ak e o u t, th e y  
a r e  in  re a lity  id en tical in  th is re sp e ct.

2 .— Secon dly, th e ir  “ M ed ia .”
M r. G raham  asserts  th a t “  th e  m ed ia  o f  G od’s revela­

tio n s w ere  holy an g els a n d  holy m en .”  O i th e  la tte r
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ho m en tion s E n o ch , A b rah am , Jo s e p h , M oses, D avid . 
Isa ia h , E lija h , D an iel, J e s u s  C h ris t, and iho A p o stle s  ;
“ all o f  w hoso liv es," he says, “ w ere  w o rth y  o f  G o d  and  
th e  m essage th e y  bore and a d d s :—

11 I  s h r i n k  f r o m  c o m p a r i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  t h e  p r i e s t s  a m i  p r i e s t e s s e s  
o f  m o d e m  S p i r i t i s m .  N o ,  1 w i l l  n o t .  T h e  F o x e s ,  F o s t e r s ,  H o m e s ,  
G u p p y * ,  a m t  D a v i s e s ;  I  s h a l l  n o t  c o m p a r e  t h e s e  w i t h  t h e  g u u d l y  
f e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s  a n d  I ’ r o p h e t s ,  a n d  t h e  n o b l e  a r m y  o f  
t h e  m m  t v r a  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  P a g e  l f i .

I  v en tu re  to  th in k  th a t - t h is  m in ister o f  th e  Gospel 
will gain  noth in g to  his cau se  by ch allen gin g  a  co m ­
parison o f  a n e ie n t and m odern “ m ed ia ."  l i e  “ shrun k  
fro m " th e  com p arison , and , for very  differen t reasons,
J ,  to o , “ shrink from  com p arin g”  th e  g en era l body of 
S p iritu alis tic  m edium s w ith som e o f  th ose m oral 
m o n sters  o f  h u m an ity , whom  ho d esig n ates  “ th e  m edia 
o f  O oil's revolu tio n s." T h e re  a re , no d o u b t, unw orthy  
m em b ers o f  th e  body o f  m edium s, as th ere  a r e  o f  all 
b o d ie s ; b u t as  a whole, so fa r  as  th e y  a re  know n to  th e

Cublic, th ey  will n o t only not suffer, but will gain  m uch  
y  a  com parison with som e o f  M r. G rah am 's  liible  

w o rth ies. I  am exceed in gly  loath  to  ra k e  up any  
fa u lt o f  thoso who have passed aw ay ; b u t when religious  
te a c h e rs  tr y  to  d am age th e  rep u ta tio n  o f  th e  living by 
un ju stly  e x to llin g  th a t  o f th e  dead, as  th e y  a r e  so  m uch  
in th e  hab it o f  doing, th ey  m u st tak e  th e  con seq u en ces  
o f  th e ir  un fair co n d u ct. O f  som e o f  th o se  a n c ie n t m edia  
w o know  sca rce ly  a n y th in g , and th ey, w ith o th e rs  m en ­
tion ed , w ere p erh ap s all th a t is claim ed fo r  th em  ; b u t  
th e re  w ere  o th ers  w h o,.th e B ib le  itse lf  being w itness, 
w ero in n o 8cnso en titled  to  th e  unqualified and fulsom e  
p raise  bestow ed upon them .

A b ra h a m , “ Iho friend o f  G o d ,” denied h is wife, which  
d u p licity  n e a rly  co s t th e  life o f  a n o th e r  m a n ; was 
w illing to  slay  his son with his ow n sacrificial knifo ; 
and , in th e  m ost h e a rtle ss  m an n er, tu rn e d  one o f  his 
m istresses and th o  child sh e  b o re  to  him o u t  o f  his 
h o u se, to  “ w an d er in th o  w ilderness,”  w hero th e y  m igh t 
bo exp osed  to  p itiless storm s, and perish o f h u n g e r, for 
a u g h t ho eared . Isa ac, iu d en yin g his wild a n d  o th e r  
m a tte rs , show ed how faith fu lly lie had copied h is fa th e r 's  
exam p le . Ja co b , in a  m ost w icked a n d  m ean sp irit, took  
ad v an tag e  o f  his b ro th er's  h u n g e r, an d  seized t h e “ b irth ­
r ig h t”  h e  u n ju stly  coveted  ; and afterw ard s  h o d elib er­
a te ly  p erso n ated  his b ro th e r, to ld  th e  m ost b arefaced  lie 
t o  I s a a c , and cru e lly  ch eated  E s a u  o u t o f  his fa th er's  
“  b lessin g.”  M oses  “ looked th is w ay and th a t  w ay , and  
w hen lie saw  th a t  th e ro  w as no m an , lie slew  th e  
E g y y tia n  an d , having th u s  enrolled h im self am on g  
th o  w orld ’s  wilful m u rd e re rs , ho “ fled" in to  a  foreign  
c o u n try , to  escap e th o  pu n ish m en t h is  crim e  deserved. 
Jo s h u a  w as a  w holesale b u tc lic rc r  o f  h u m an  beings ; in 
th o  n am e o f  \yar h e  m u rd ered  th ousan ds o f  m en, w om en, 
an d  ch ild ren  iu a  d ay , o ften  w ith o u t tho sem b lan ce o f  
p ro v o catio n  ; an d  th e n  he had th e  h ard ih oo d  to  plead  
th o  a u th o rity  o f  G od in  ju stifica tio n  o f  h is b ru ta l and  
callo u s deeds. D eb o ra h , “ a  m o th e r in I s r a e l ,”  c e le ­
b r a te d  in  ra p tu ro u s  son g , o n e  o f  th e  m ost, cold-blooded  
a n d  tre a ch e ro u s  crim e s  th a t  h isto ry  has reco rd od . 
S a m u el  m an ifested  his lo ve for his en em ies by “  h ew in g "  
a  ca p tiv e  k in g  “  to  p ieces” w ith  h is  ow n h an d s, in  
ad d ition  to  cau sin g  h o sts  to  bo killed on th e  battle-field . 
D a v id , “ th o  .m an  a f te r  G o d ’s ow n h e a r t,”  w as an  
a d u lte r e r ; an d , h av in g  o b tain ed  h is v ictim , lie m ad e  h e r  
h u sb an d  “  d ru n k ,” an d  th e n  coolly  a rra n g e d  th a t  ho 
sh ou ld  be se t in  “ th e  fo re fro n t o f  th e  h o tte s t  b n ttlo ,”  th a t  
ho m ig h t “bo sm itte n , a n d  die,”  a n d  th u s  b o g o t  rid  of. 
Solom on, th o  w ise st o f  m en , w as a  lib e rtin e  o f  th e  firs t  
w a te r  —  “ seven h u n d red  w ives,”  an d  “ th r e e  h u n d red  
c o n cu b in e s ,” b ein g  n e ce ssa ry  to  su p p ly his m o d est w an ts. 
D e te r ,  th e  p rin ce  o f  th e  A p o stles , denied h is m a ster  
w h en  h is fid elity  o u g h t to  h av e  b e e n  m o st con sp icu ou s, 
a n d  clin ch ed  his d en ial With a  v o lley  o f  o ath s.

I  b eg  to  p re s e n t M r . G ra h a m  w ith  th e se  few  
sp ecim en s o f  Ih o  "  ho ly  m on” — th o  “ m ed ia  o f  G o d ’s 
rev ela tio n s,”  w ho sh in e  so illu stro u sly  in th e  B ib lical 
re co rd s . T h e  n u m b e r  co u ld  easily  h av e  b een  in creased . 
H e  h a s  ch allen g ed  th e  co m p a riso n , a n d  w h a t is  th e  
r e s u lt  ?  W e  find th e  m o s t d elib era te  ly in g , d ecep tion , 
p e rso n atio n , c h e a tin g , tr e a c h e r y , c ru e lty , m u rd er, 
a d u lte ry , a n d  lib ertin ism , o n  th e  o n e  s id o ; w h at does 
o u r  o p p o n en t know — w h a t- c a n  h e  pro v e, a g a in s t th o so

he m en tion s on th e  o th e r  sido ?  C an  lie find w ithin tho  
w hole ran g e  o f  m odern  s p ir it  m ediu m s, n u m b erin g  as  
th e y  do som e th o u san d s, su ch  an  a r r a y  o f  sh o ck in g  crim es  
and reek in g  ab o m in ation s as  th e  B ible testifies to  ag ain st  
som e o f  its  m ust em in en t w o rth ie s ?  A s  to  th e  ninny  
noble rep resen ta tiv es  o f  S p iritu alism  I  co u ld  m en tio n , 
m edium s a n d  w rite rs , I  will n o t in su lt th em  by com ­
p arin g  th em  w ith  m an y o f  th o se  so -ca lle d  “ holy  m en ,"  
whom th e  c lerg y  d elig h t t o  h o n or.

3 .— T h ird ly , th e ir  “  M etho ds."

U n d e r  tin s  head M r . G rah am  exclaim s :—
'• How different is tlic dark seance, with the priestess's bands 

held for hours in the male coiisultcr's, all alone within loeked 
doors, or the circle round the planchctte or table, from Moses in 
the Mount with tied, while the people see him go and come, and 
'hear the trumpet and the voice of words I' How different tho 
history of Paul and fetor, with their daylight discourses and 
miracles, and ' great plainness of speech,'in Athens, Jerusalem, 
and Koine, from Spiritualists in darkened rooms, awaiting inar­
ticulate knocks or shadowy apparitions ! I marvel a t the crcdul- 
ity and unbelief of Spiritualists. Mr. Tycrmnn ridicules the fable 
of the first human' pair created perfect, and then tempted by ‘ a 
talking snake.' Vet he devoutly believes that spirits from eternity 
knock on tables, and write by tho insensate deal-board called a 
planchctte I"

I  c a n  only ch a ra c te rise  th e  s ta te m e n t a b o u t “ th e  d ark  
sean ce , w ith th e  p rie s te ss ’s  ban ds held f o r ’h o u rs  in th e  
m ale co n su lto r 's , all a lo n e  w ith in  lo ck ed  d o o rs,”  as  false  
in fa ct , and d isg racefu l in th o  m an  w 'jo m ad e  it . I t  is 
c le a rly  im plied th a t  su ch  sean ces  a r o  q u ite  com m on  
am o n g  .Spiritualists, and a ro  o f  very  q u estion ab le m oral 
ten d en cy . C an  th is  c lcrica l-s la n d e r-b y -iu sin u a tio u  
nam e even o n e  fem ale m ed iu m , o r  “ p riestess ,”  a s  lie 
p refers  to  ca ll h er, w h oso “ b au d s a r e  h eld  f o r  h o u rs  iu 
a  m ale  co n su lto r’s , a l l  a lo n e  w ithin  lo ck ed  doors,"  and  
th a t in tho " d a r k ? "  I  do  n o t believe th a t  su ch  a  m edium  
e x is ts , o r  th a t su ch  a  sean ce  w as e v e r  held. A n d  even  
th e  dark se a n ce s , a t  w hich m o re  th a n  tw o p erso n s aro  
p re s e n t to g o th o r .a re  by no m ean s so g e n e ra l a s  w ould bo 
in ferred  from  th e  ab o ve e x tr a c t .  T h e y  a r e  b u t few  
co m p ared  w ith th o se  w h ich  a ro  held in th e  lig h t. M o st  
o f  th e  p h enom en a can  bn o b tain ed  as  well in th e  lig h t as 
in th e  d ark . B u t  if  d ark n ess  is fou n d  to  be fav o rab le  to  
th o  d ev elo p m en t o f  son io  p h ases o f  S p iritu alism , why  
sh ou ld  tins' fa c t be m ad e  th o  m eans o f  m isre p re se n tin g  g, 
an d  ab u sin g  th e  m ovem en t, a n y  m o re  th a n  in  th ose  
cases  in w hich d ark n ess is essen tia l to  th o  evo lu tion  o f  
c o r ta in  w ell-k now n p h y sical fa cts  ?  I f  wo c a n n o t a lte r  
o r  co n tro l n a tu ra l law s a n d  cond itions, w o m u st, bow to  
th em  as  th e y  e x is t, an d  s tr iv e  to  uso th em  p ro p erly .

B esid es , b elievers in th e  B ib le , w h o sn e e r  a t  d ark  
sean ces , should rem em b er th a t m an y  o f  th e  m o st e x t r a ­
o rd in ary  ev en ts re co rd e d  in  th a t  book o c c u rre d  in  th e  
d a rk . I n  tlio  v e ry  ca so  M r . G rah am  q u o tes , th a t  o f  
M o ses’ a lleged  d ire c t  com m u n ication  w ith  G o d  on Sinai, 
th e  m o u n t w as enveloped in  “ sm oko,” “  th ick  clo u d s,”
“ b lack n ess and d a r k n e s s a n d  b en co  h e  m u s t have  
foun d i t  very  difficult t o  find his w ay u p  a n d  dow n. I f  
“ th o  peoplo saw  h im  go and com e,”  as  th is  g e n tlem an  
affirm s, th e y  ce rta in ly  did n o t  se e  him  on th e  m o u n t ; 
an d , th e re fo re , th e re  w as m o re  ro o m  fo r im p o sition  in  
con n ection  w ith  th e  tab les of th e  law  th a n  th e r e  is  fo r  
m ed iu m istic tr ick e ry  in  d a rk  sean ces , b ecau se  p ro fes­
sional m edium s a r e  g e n e ra lly  c ith e r  tied  o r  h eld  b y  som e  
one p re se n t, T h e  w re stlin g  m a tch  b o tw een  J a c o b  a n d  
a  sp irit, in w hich th e  la t te r  p u t th o  fo rm e r’s  th ig h  jo in t  
o u t, to ok  p lace  in  th o  n ig h t— th a t  is  in  th e  d a rk  ; a n d  
w hen d ay lig h t daw ned th is  ce le s tia l v isita n t, ca lled  b o th  
“  m an ”  an d  “ G o d ”  in  th o  n a r r a tiv e , b eg g ed  to  bo a l­
low ed to  “  g o ,”  f o r  liis p o w er w as ev id en tly  exh a u ste d .  
I t  w as also  in th o  d ark n ess o f  n ig h t w hen, b y  sp irit 
pow er, all th e  first-h o rn  ch ild ren  and c a t t l e  o f  E g y p t  
w ere  slain , w hen th e  ch ario t-w h eels  o f  P h a ro a h ’s  h o sts  
w ere  ta k e n  off, an d  w h en  a  h u n d red  an d  e ig h ty -fo u r  
th ousan d o f  th e  A ssy ria n  a rm y  w ero d e stro y e d . A n d  
w as i t  n o t  iu  th e  n ig h t-tim e  th a t  th o  a n g e lic  th ro n g  
an n ou n ced  th o  ad v e n t o f  J e s u s  to  th o  sh ep h erd s o f  
B eth leh em ’s  p lain s ?  A n d  is  n o t  th o  re su rr e c tio n  o f  
C h ris t, t o  w h ich  C h ristian s  a tta c h  su ch  v ita l  im p o rta n ce , 
also  reported - to  h a v e  ta k e n  p la ce  in  th e  d a rk , u n o b ­
served b y  a  s in g le  p erso n  ?  M r . G ra h a m  r e fe r s  to  th e  
“  d ay lig h t”  p erfo rm an ces  o f  “ P e t e r ” a n d  “  P a u l,”  b u t  
h e  m u s t h o a w a re  th a t  tw o  o f  th e  m o st rem ark ab le  
e v en ts  o f  th e ir  lives to o k  p lace  a t  n ig h t . I t  w as in  th e
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dark th a t th e  “ a n g e l o f  th e  L o r d ”  ap p eared  to  P e te r  
in prison, s tr u c k  oft' th e  “  tw o ch ain s” w ith w hich ho was 
bound, opened th e  “ iro n  g a te ,” a n d  co n d u cted  him as  a 
freo m an in to  th e  o p en  “ s t r e e t ."  A n d  i t  w as a t  “ m id­
nigh t," w hen P a u l an d  S ilas w ere  sin g in g  and praying, 
and th u s su p p ly in g  go o d  co n d itio n s for th e  m an ifesta­
tion  o f  sp ir it p o w er, th a t  th e  Ph ilip p ian  ja il was 
“ shak en” to  its  “ fo u n d a tio n s ,"  all th e  d oors “ op ened ,"  
and every  p riso n e r's  han ds “ lo o sed .” 

fT h cso  a r e  on ly  a  few  o f  th e  m any in stan ces which the  
Bible fu rn ish es o f s ta r t l in g  e v en ts  o ccu rrin g  in th e  d ark , 
and m ost o f  th em  b y s p ir it  a g e n cy . 1 say b y spirit 
ag en cy , for, a lth o u g h  so m e o f  th e m  a re  said to  have  
been p ro d u ced  by th o  “ L o r d ,"  I  hold th a t  view to  be 
u n ten ab le, b ecau se  i t  m ak es H im  a  lim ited and local 
being, liaving th o  form  o f "  m an ,”  a n d  th u s  involves de­
ro g ato ry  co n cep tio n s o f  th e  In fin ite  O ne. N o w , I 
subm it th a t  th is  fa c t  o f  so m an y  m arvellou s phenom ena  
o ccu rrin g  in th e  d a rk  c a n n o t bo sa tisfacto rily  acco u n ted  
for by th o  th e o ry  o f  a c c id e n ta l co in cid en ce. O n tho 
c o n tra ry , do th e y  not s u g g e st th e  possible ex is te n ce  o f  
som e n a tu r a l law , n o t  y e t  form u lated  by scie n ce , which 
ren d ers d a rk n e ss  m o re  favou rab le  than lig h t for th eir  
p rod uction?

W h en  M r. G rah am  sp eak s o f  sp irits  com in g “ from  
th e  p arad ise  o f  G o d ” — w h e re v e r th a t  m ay be— to  
“ an im ate  a  h e a rt-sh a p e d  p iece  o f  w ood,” he ta lk s re ck ­
less n o n sen se. D o es he “ an im ate"  th o  pen w ith which 
he w rites, o r  th o  kn ife w ith  w h ich  he c u ts  ? o r  does ho 
sim ply u se  th e se  as  th e  in stru m e n ts  o f  his w ill?  And  
whethefcds i t  m oro re aso n ab le  to  sup poso th a t  sp irits, as  
finite b eings, h a v e  to  u se  su ch  in stru m en ts  as  th e y  can  
com m and fo r  th e  acco m p lish m en t o f  th e ir  pu rp osos, o r  
to  believe th a t  th e y  a ro  in d ep en d en t o f  a ll n a tu ra l laws 
and co n d itio n s?  T h is g e n tlem an  said he cou ld  “ m oro  
easily believe”  th a t  a  “ du m b a ss” spoke, and rebuk ed  
its m a ste r  ; th a t  a  w h ale “ sw allow ed J o n a h ”  ; th a t  
“ S a ta n "  u t te r e d  “  te m p ta tio n s”  th ro u g h  th e  “ o rg an s” 
o f a  “ s e rp e n t” ; a n d  th a t  “ devils”  to ok  u p  th e ir  abode  
in “ sw ine,”  th a n  he co u ld  b elieve th a t  d ep arted  spirits  
can m an ifest th e ir  p re se n ce  on e a r th  by th e  “ m eth o d s” 
usu ally em p lo yed . B e  i t  so . I  h av e  n o am bition  to  
rival him  in th o  p ossession  o f  th a t  ea sy  and elastic  
cred u lity , f o r  w h ich  h e  is evid en tly  so distinguish ed ; 
and w ould o n ly  rem in d  him  th a t  in speak ing as  th ou g h  
th e  m eth o d s h e  n am es  w ere  th e  on ly  ones u sed  by 
spirits in co m m u n ica tin g  w ith m o rta ls , ho is as  un fair  
and m islead in g a s  in m an y  o f  his o th e r  s ta te m e n ts .

d . F o u r th ly , th e ir  “  ch a ra cter ."

M r. G rah am  a p p e a rs  to  o b ject to  th e  ch a ra c te r  o^ 
rep u ted  sp ir it co m m u n icatio n s chiefly on tw o g ro u n d s—  
first, th a t  th e y  “  a r e  p o o r a n il fr iv o lo u s ,"  p . 1 9  ;  and  
second ly, th a t  th e y  a ro  n o t  “  evangelical"  in th e ir  
teach in g , p . 2 0 .

■ W ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  firs t ob jectio n , h e  do claro s th a t  
“ a ll sp ir it  re v e la tio n s”  h e  “ c a n  find re co rd e d ” a ro  o f  
th o  w o rth less  c h a r a c te r  describ ed . I n  m akin g th is  
s ta te m e n t he co n v ic ts  h im self e ith e r  o f  a  v e ry  lim ited  
and su p erficial a cq u ia n ta n ce  w ith  th o  li te ra tu re  o f  
S p iritu alism , in  w h ich  ca se  h e  w as n o t  ju stified  in 
u n d ertak in g  i ts  ex p o su re  ; o r  o f  gro ss  and wilful- 
m isrep resen ta tio n  o f  i t ,  a n d  th u s  re n d e rs  his te s tim o n y  
u tte rly  u n re liab le . N e ith e r  a lte rn a tiv e  is a  v e ry  
p leasan t o r  c re d ita b le  o n e t o  face . T h a t som e  
co m m u n icatio n s a r e  “  tr iv ia l” an d  com m on -p lace is 
fran k ly  a d m itte d . A n d  in  p ro p o rtio n  as  ratio n al  
views o f  th e  f u tu re  s ta te  p rev ail, i t  w ill be foun d th a t  
th is  is  j u s t  w h a t m ig h t be e x p e c te d  in th e  v e ry  n atu re
o f  th in g s. I f  th e y  w e re  a ll c o r r e c t  in  g ram m ar, sound
in  lo g ic , s e d a te  in  to n e , lo fty  in  sp irit, r ic h  in 
kn ow ledge, an d  tra n s c e n d e n t in  m o ral exce llen ce , th a t  
v e ry  f a c t  w ould  s u g g e st g ra v e  suspicions as  to  th eir  
gen u in en ess a n d  a u th e n tic ity . S p irits  a r e  b u t hum an  
b eings, d iv ested  o f  th e ir  fleshy hab ilim en ts, and tra n s­
fe rre d  to  a n o th e r  p ro v in ce  o f  G o d ’s boun dless em p ire . 
B o th  re a so n  a n d  an alo g y  fo rb id  th e  id ea o f  th e  tr a n ­
sition ca lled  d e a th  h av in g  m ad e  an y  ra d ica l o r  exten sive  
ch an g e  in  th e ir  c h a r a c te r  a n d  atta in m en ts. A n d  as  
m an y o f  th e m  w ore “ low ,”  “ p o or,”  “ frivolous,”  
c re a tu re s  h e r e , su ch  th e y  m u st necessarily  bo th ero  for  
a  tim e. P e r s o n a l  p ro g re s s  c a n n o t be o th erw ise  th a n  
■gradual, th o u g h  m o re  ra p id  in  soino ca se s  th a n  in

oth ers. A nd hence w hen person» o f  th is class re tu rn  
to  e a rth  in sp irit-form , th e ir  “ com m u nications"  
n atu ra lly  b ear m ore o r  l c s r o f  th e  ch a ra cte ristics  th a t  
m ark ed th em  in th e  ’body. N o r  is Spiritualism  
excep tion al in th e  possession o f  th is  featu re , which is 

!,ho ju stification  o f  a  feeble and p cin tless  a ttack .
“ P o o r  ' stuft' indeed fills m uch o f  th e  periodical, t r a c t ,  
and book lite ra tu re  o f  O rth odoxy ; w hile th e  m ost 
nau seatin g rubbish is talked in th ousan ds o f  class  
m eetin gs, and th e  d reariest tw addle is drivelled o u t in 
hall th e  pu lp its o f  C hristen dom . N nv. th e  B ib le  itself  
is n o t faultless in th is re sp e ct. N o tw ith stan d in g  its  
m any excellen ces, I  could , if  n ecessary , cull from its  
pages specim ens o f  as  “ lo w " “ tr iv ia l"  and “ u n w orth y”  
a ch a ra cte r, as  an y th in g  to  be m et w ith in sp irit 
m essages.

“ -H I"  sp irit com m u n ication s, how ever, a re  n o t of 
th is in ferior kind. I n  affirm ing th a t  th e y  a re , 
M r. G rah am  is, as  ju s t  s ta te d , chargeable e ith er w ith  
cu lp ab le ig n oran ce o r  m isiep resen tatio u . T h is is a  
p o in t th a t can  bo settled  independently o f  an y th in g  I  
m ay sav . I f  th o  im p artial read er will m ake him self 
th orou g h ly  acq u ain ted  w ith tho lite ra tu re  o f  S p iritu al­
ism , ho will find num erous com m unications from  th e  
d o p arted , which breath o th o  te n d e rcs t affection ; 
m anifest tho w arm est in terest in th e  w elfare o f  m an ­
kind ; in cu lcato  th o  lo ftiest m o rality  and th o  p u rest 
religion  ; unfold th o  m ost ju s t  and exalted  view s o f  
G od ; an d  exh ib it th e  p rofou n d cst love and reveren ce  
fo r  H im  as th e  E te rn a l F a th e r .

I n  su p p o rt o f  his Bccond com plaint, n am ely , th a t  
S p irit m essages a r e  un-orthodox, M r. G rah am  refers  to  
I t . D . O w en's “ D ebateablo L a n d ,”  B .  S . N ay lo r's  
“  G low -w orm ," and M iss A rm stro n g 's  “ Sp iritu al 
C om m u n ication s.”  I n  th e  first work ho says th a t  tho  
visitors from  th e  o th e r  w orld “ speak like Socinians and  
D e is ts ."  H o w  sad ! I n  th e  second ho finds th a t “ tho  
sp irit o f  th o  R ev . M r. N a y lc r , a  W esley an  m in ister, is 
m ade to  den y th o  d o ctrin es o f  C h rist’s a to n em en t and  
divin ity , and con fesses lie w as in e rro r  all his earth ly  
life on th e se  and kindred d o ctrin es.”— p. 2 0 . H ow  
v e ry  d re a d fu l! B u t, oh h o rror o f  h o rro rs  ! ho discovers  
in th e  th ird  t h a t :—

“ O u r  v e n e r a b l e  f r i e n d ” — t h e  R e v .  J o h n  A n g e ' J a m e s — “ t h ^  
a u t h o r  o f  t h e  w i d e l y  k n o w n  'A n x i o u s  I n q u i r e r , '  i s  m a d e  t o  
c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  i n  w h i c h  h e  l i v e d  a n d  d i e d ,  
a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  m a r t y r d o m .  H e  i s  m a d e  t o  e x h o r t  m e n  
t o  c a s t  o f f  B i b l c - r c a d i n g ,  P r a y e r - o f f e r i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  u n m e a n i n g  
c e r e m o n i e s ,  A c .  T h o  s p i r i t s  m a k e  D r s .  W a r d l a w  a n d  D i c k ,  
a n d  B i s h o p s  J I a n t  u t t e r  s i n u l i a r  t h i n g s .  T h e s e  w o u l d  b e  w e i g h t y  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n « ,  b u t  t h a t  w e  k n o w  t h e y  a r o  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  f a l s e h o o d s  o f  “  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  l i e s " — p .  2 0 - 1 .

O n  th o  la t te r  p a r t  o f  th is  e x tr a c t  I  w ould ju s t  ask  
M r. G raham  how ho “ know s"  th a t  th e re  is a  “  fa th er  
0 f  lies” — th e D evil— a n d  th a t  th ese  com m u nications aro  
his “ fa lseh o o d s?”  H as ho m ado th e  acq u ain tan ce o f  
su ch  a  personage, o r  had an y  d irect m essage from  him  ? 
O r has ho m et with an y  on e olse who has ?  O f  co u rse  
n o t. A ll th a t  ho is  justified  in sayin g is th a t  ho 
believes  th e re  is such a  being, b ecau se th o  B ible says  
th e re  is. B u t  belief is n o t. know ledge, and th o  B ib le  is 
not infallible S u rely  th o  em phatic a n d  re p e a te d  
denial o f  his ex isten ce  by to n s o f  th ou san d s o f  
in h ab itan ts o f  th e  o th e r  w orld , w ho speak from  
p erson al observation , is o f  m oro w eigh t th a n  th e  
u n su p p orted  affirm ations o f  a  sin g le  boo.k, w ritte n  in a  
d ark  and su p erstitiou s a g e , b y e rrin g  m o rta ls  th is side 
th o  g rav e . B u t  sup posin g th e re  is  su ch  a  being, ou r  
op p on en t could no m oro p r o v e  th a t  th ose Bpirit te a c h ­
in gs a re  his “  falsehoods”  th a n  I  cou ld  p ro v e  th a t  tho  
b e s t and tr u e s t  p a rts  o f  tho gospel aro .

A n d  a s  to  th o se  c lerg y m en  “ deny ing”  m an y  o f  tho  
d o ctrin e s  th e y  ta u g h t w hile on  earth , th a t  is j u s t  w h at 
m i Mi t  h av e  been exp ected . Som e o f  th em  w ere  
C ah 'in istic  th eologian s, and th erefo re  held such  
m on strou s dogm as a s  th a t, b efore th e  foun dations o f  th e  
w o rld  w oro laid , G od “ e le c te d ” a  “ fe w  o f  th e  
u n b o rn  m em b ers o f  th o  hum an fam ily to  e te rn a l bliss, 
and “ p red estin ated ” th o  “ many”  to  e v e rla s tin g  woe, 
th u s  leav in g  th em  n o re a l c h o ice  o r  resp onsib ility  in th e  
m a tte r  ; a n d  th a t  in o rd e r  to  s e cu re  th e  salvation  even  
o f  th e  e le c t  few, H is  “ w ra th ”  h ad  to  be appeased and  
H is  fav o r p rop itia ted  by th e  in n o ce n t blood of H is
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ow n S on ! N o  w onder th a t, on  e n te rin g  th e  o th e r  
w o rld , a n d  finding th a t  n e ith e r th e  heaven n o r  hell in 
w hich th e y  believed h ad an y  re a l e x is te n ce  ; th a t  th e  
F a th e r , and Son w ore n o t th e  beings th e y  im agined ; 
a n d  th a t  a ll  sp irits, from  th e  h ig h est to  th e  low est, 
w ero  th e  o b jects  o f  D ivine so licitu d e and ben evolen ce, 
and g rad u ally  p ro g ressin g  in p erson al know ledge, 
p u rity , and hap piness— no w onder, I  say , th a t, on  
discovering th e  falsity  an d  infam ous c h a r a c te r  o f  th ese  
and o th e r  d o ctrin e s  th e y  ta u g h t w hile in th e  body, 
s in cere ly  no d o u b t, an d  which w arped th e ir  in tellects, 
porvortod  th e ir  m oral senBO, and crippled th e ir  public  
u sefu ln ess, th e y  should re tu r n  to  e a rth  as  op p o rtu n ity  
offers, and d en ou n ce th em  in th e  s tro n g e st te rm s  th e y  
ca n  com m an d . A n d  j u s t  as  ce rta in ly  will M r. G raham  
co m e  back ,— a f te r  ho has receiv ed  his baptism  o f  
disap pointm en t and m ontai anguish ,— if  th e  requisite  
cond itions a r e  supplied, and “ c o n tra d ic t"  m an y o f  th e

Eirnicious n o tio n s ho now te a ch e s  th e  P i t t  S t r e e t  
on gregatio n alists  as “ ovangolical”  tru th s . T h e  fact 

o f  so m any sp irits, a  con sid erab le  n u m b er o f  whom died  
in  th o  C h ristian  faith , so unequivocally cond em n in g  
m u ch  o f  th e ir  fo rm e r cre e d , o u g h t to  m ak e him  and  
o th ers  p au se in th e ir  co u rse  even now, a n d  co n sid er  
w h o th cr th e y  o u g h t n o t to  m odify th e ir  th eo lo g y  w hile  
on e a r th , a n d  n o t w ait till its  fa ls ity  is flashed upon its  
faco  b y  th e  lig h t o f  a n o th e r  w orld. H e  a sk s, in re la tio n  
t o  th o  above com m u n ication s,— “ C an  blasp hem y go 
m u ch  fu rth e r  th a n  th is  ? "  I  an sw er, i t  ca n , and does, 
g o  m uch fu r th e r  in ev ery  o rth o d o x p u lp it a n d  p ap er in 
th o  w orld. Tho m ost o u tra g e o u s  blasp hem y is taught, 
b y  th o  clerg y , w ith astou n d in g  hardihood, for sacred  
tr u th  ; a n d  un less th e y  d esist while on  e a r th  from  
blasp hem in g th o  M o s t H ig h , by exh ib itin g  H im  in such  
a  falso a n d  repulsive ch a ra cte r , th e y  w ill b itte r ly  re p e n t  
o f  th e ir  co n d u ct, and cond em n th e ir  te a ch in g s  in tho  
sp irit-w orld . W ill M r . G rah am  an d  his b reth ren  
p o n d er th e ir  p osition , an d , in stead  o f  re je c tin g  co m ­
m u n ication s p rofessed ly  from  su ch  m en  as  J o h n  A n gel  
J a m e s , and D r. W a rd la w  as  sp u rio u s, sim ply b ecau se  o f  
th e ir  h o tro d o x ch a ra cte r , co n sid er w h eth er th e y  m ay n o t  
b e  gen u in e, and e x p re ss  th e  p re se n t view s o f those  
van ished ligh ts ; a n d  h en ce , w h eth er th e y  o u g h t n o t to  
a d o p t th e  co u rse  j u s t  su g g ested , b o th  as  a  d u ty  to  
th em selv es, th e ir  co n g reg atio n s, and th o  g en era l pu blic ? 

( T h e  conclusion o f  th is  V ind ication  is  unavoidably h eld  
over, t i l l  o u r  n e x t .)

THE TRUE RELIGION.

A  L e c t u r e  delivered a t  th e  M aso n ic  H a ll, M elb ou rn e, 
o n  S u n d ay , 1 5 th  N o v em b er, 1 8 7 4 , b y  M r . J .  V in c e n t .

S o  soon a s  th e  h u m an  r a c e  a tta in e d  sufficient develop­
m e n t to  en ab le  i t  t o  fo rm u late  its  firs t in stin ctiv e  ideas  
o f  D e ity , so s o o n , m o s t p rob ab ly , b eg an  th o  s tru g g le  for  
su p re m a cy  b etw een  rival dogm as. E a c h  cre e d  h as  been  
d eclared  b y i ts  su p p o rters  to  be th e  on ly  tr u e  and  
in sp ired  on e; a n d  e a c h  h as a tte m p te d  b y e v e ry  m oans in  
i ts  p o w er to  w eak en a n d  fin ally  extin g u ish  th e  o th ers. 
M e n  in  a ll co u n trie s , and in a ll  tim es, seem  to  have  
lab o u red  u n d er th e  d elu sion  th a t  th e  om n ip o ten t, 
o m n iscien t, a n d  o m n ip resen t G o d  th e y  w orshipped w as 
n o t  p o te n t en o u gh  to  c a rr y  o u t  h is  designs on  th is  low er  
e a r th  w ith o u t th e  in terv en tio n  an d  assistan ce , la rg ely  
co m b in ed  w ith  th e  ad v ice , o f  p o o r, fallib le, sh o rts ig h ted  
m an . Im b u e d  w ith  th is  id ea, th e y  b an d ed  th em selv es  
to g e th e r  to  estab lish  th e  t r u e  relig ion , u n til, a t  th e  
p r e s e n t  m o m e n t, th e r e  a r o  m an y  h u n d red s o f  w h olly  o r  
p a r tia lly  in co m p atib le  creed s, e a c h  o f  w h ich  claim s to  be  
th e  o n ly  t r u e  e xp o sitio n  o f  th e  C re a to r ’s  w ill. T o  one, 
th e re fo re , w h o h as  im bibed th e  id ea th a t  a n  indefinable  
so m eth in g  h a s  to  be d o n e h ere , in  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t a  still 
m o re  indefinable^ b u t  d read fu l, so m eth in g  e lso  h ap pen­
ing h e r e a f te r , th e  ta s k  o f  se le c tin g  a  re lig io n  th a t  will 
Bupply th is  so m e th in g , is  a  w o rk  o f  n o  o rd in ary  difficulty  
o r  p e rp le x ity . T h is  difficulty is  in cre a se d  b y th e  fa c t  
that e v e n  f ro m  b ir th  w e a r e  a l l  m o re  o r  less  th o  victim s  
o f  v e n e ra b le  e r ro r s . I f  w e co u ld  b eg in  o u r  in vestig ation s  
totally f r e e  f ro m  h e re d ita ry  a n d  ed u catio n al p reju d ices, 
and w ith  a  f a ir  k n ow led ge o f  p h y sica l scie n ce  a s  a  basis, 
w e  sh o u ld  b e  to le ra b ly  c e r ta in  t o  a rr iv e  at h arm onious

re lig io u s co n cep tio n s ; b u t  w o a r e  n o t  allow ed  to  do this. 
O u r p a re n ts  w ero  ta u g h t to  believe in th e-* 1 good old 
tim e s ,” t h a t  c e rta in  beliefs and p ra c tice s  w e re  n ecessary  
fo r  th e  salvation  o f  th o  so u l, an d , b ein g  n atu ra lly  
solicitou s for th e  fu tu re  w elfare o f  th e ir  offspring, they  
in cu lca ted  from  e a rlie s t in fan cy  w h a t th e y  them selves  
w ere ta u g h t w h ilst in  th e  sam e s ta g e  o f  e x is te n ce . T hese  
beliefs w ere  ta u g h t th em  b y p erson s w h om  th e y  r e ­
sp ected , th e y  d escend ed to  th em  th ro u g h  a  lo n g  line o f  
a n ce s to rs , an d , th e re fo re , th e y  a r e  n o t  q u estio n ed ; 
besid es, tho daily  s tru g g le  fo r  e x is te n ce  does n o t 
o rd in arily  allow  m uch leisu re  fo r  th e  exam in atio n  of 
a b s tru se  m etap h y sical prob lem s, so  th e  b elief, tau gh t  to  
th e  fa th e r , is tau gh t  to  th e  son , and r e ta u g h t to  th e  
g ran d so n , and ce n tu rie s  m ay  an d  d o e la p se  b efore th e  
b elief is  ask ed  to  p ro d u ce  i ts  c re d e n tia ls , so th a t  i t  m ay  
be e ith e r  a cce p te d  o r  d iscard ed  up on  its  m erits .

I t  is  su rp ris in g  how  li ttle  re sp e ctin g  th e  fou n d ation s  
o f th e ir  beliefs is  kn ow n by th e  m asses o f  m ankind . A n  
o rd in ary  C h ris tia n  g e n e ra lly  co n sid ers  he h as  qu ite  
b eaten  an  o p p o n en t, if  ho can  b u t  show  th a t  “ th o  B ible  
says s o .” I t  does n o t  seem  to  o c c u r  to  him  fo r  a  m om en t 
th a t  n o t on ly  m ay th e  B ib le  n o t h av e  co m e  from  God, 
b u t th a t  th e re  m a y  n o t  even e x is t  a t  a ll su ch  a  D e ity  as  
h e  believes in, and co n sid ers  it n e ce ssa ry  to  se rv e  w ith  
so m u ch  “  fear and tre m b lin g .”  T h e  l a t t e r  p o in t— tho  
e x is te n ce  o f  a  p erso n al D e ity — is fa r  from  b ein g  sa tis ­
facto rily  estab lish ed , y e t  i t  is th e  v e ry  b asis  o f  all 
d o g m atic  th eo lo g y , and sh ou ld , to  b eg in  w ith , bo proved  
beyond th o  p o ssib ility -o f d o u b t o r  q u estio n . Y e t  w h at 
is tho fa c t ?  I s  i t  n o t  t r u e  th a t  th e  b elief in a  personal 
D e ity  is losing g ro u n d  e v e ry  d ay , sim p ly b ecau se  no  
g o o d  re a so n  c a n  be g iv en  fo r  H is  e x is te n ce  ? H e  has 
been re ce d in g  y e a r  b y  y e a r , a n d  d ay  by d a y , b efo re  th e  
re le n tle ss  m arch  o f  th e  h u m an  i n t e l l e c t ; au d  th e  d ay  is 
prob ably n o t f a r  d is ta n t w h en  th e  a d v a n ce m e n t of 
scie n ce  w ill leav e  n o ro o m  f o r  H im  in  th e  U n iv e rse . 
B u t th o u g h  scien ce  w ill in ev itab ly  an n ih ila te  th o  m an  
c re a te d  G o d  o f  so -ca lled  orthodox  th eo lo g y , i t  will n o t  
n e ce ssa rily  follow  th a t  w e shall h av e  no  D e ity  ; on  tho  
c o n tra ry , scie n ce  m ay  so  q u ick en  o u r  p e rce p tio n s  and  
e n la rg e  o u r  sp h e re  o f o b servation , t h a t  w e m ay be  
en ab led  to  form  f a r  g ra n d e r  co n ce p tio n s  o f  D e ity  th an  
a n y  w o co u ld  . o b tain  b y  th e  u tm o s t s tra in in g  x)f 
o rth o d o xy . N o r  n eed  w e h av e  an y  fe a r  th a t  th o  rigid  
sc ru tin y  w h ich  a l l  id eas  w ill in th e  f u tu re  h av e  to  u n d er­
g o  w ill dep rive u s  o f  a  sou n d  b asis  fo r  t r u e  relig ion . 
S cie n ce  will n o t  r e s t  satisfied  b y  d e m o n stra tin g  t h a t  th e  
fou n d ation s o f  p o p u lar th eo lo g y  a r e  m e re  b aseless  
assu m p tion s. I t  w ill go  fu rth e r , an d , b y  p o in tin g  o u t  
fa c ts  a n d  d e m o n stra tin g  tr u th s , w ill g ive u s  th e  basis o f  
a  t r u e  relig io n — a  relig ion  th a t  w ill h av e  n o th in g  to  
d read  fro m  ad v an cin g  scie n ce , o r  fro m  h u m an  reaso n , 
b ecau se  i t  w ill ad v an ce  w ith  scie n ce , a n d  dem an d  
a cce p ta n ce  from  no m an  u n less in  h arm o n y  w ith his  
individual reaso n . S u ch  a  re lig io n  m u st o f  n e ce ss ity  bo 
p ro g ressiv e , n o t  o n ly  in  th e  a b s tr a c t ,  b u t also  w ith  each  
individual. N o r  w ill i t  re q u ire  a  c h u rc h  in  o rd e r  to  
“ save the souls"  of its  b elievers, e ith e r  from  “ th e  w rath  
th a t  is to  com e,”  a cco rd in g  to  th e  B ib le , o r  th o  “ painless  
n o n -e x iste n ce ” o f  D r .  B ro m b y . F o r ,  w ith  th e  dow nfall 
o f  th e  fou n d ation s o f  d o gm atic  th eo lo g y , w ill d isap p ear  
all i ts  h arro w in g  d etails . T ru e  R elig io n , fou n d ed  a s  i t  
m u s t be u p o n  p ositive k n ow led ge, c o n s titu te s  e a c h  m an ’s 
co n scien ce  h is  ow n h igh  p riest, a n d  re n d e rs  him  to ta lly  
in d ep en d en t o f  o u tsid e  m ed ia tio n  b e tw e e n  h im self  and  
h is co n cep tio n  o f  D e ity . S e c ta ria n s  a tte m p t to  frig h ten  
u s  from  th e  p u rs u it o f  n a tu ra l k n ow led ge, b y  say in g  
th a t  i t  d estro y s  th e  fou n d ation s o f  a l l  re lig io n , an d  th a t  
i f  w e h av e  n o  B ib le , w e sh all h av e  no G o d , an d  i f  w e  
h av e n o  G o d , w e sh all h av e  n o relig io n — th a t , in  effect, 
th e r e  is  n o  in n ate  m o ra lity  in  m an , a n d  n o  basis fo r  
re lig io n  o u tsid e  th e  B ib le . A  v e ry  l i t t le  co n sid era tio n , 
h o w ever, w ill suffice t o  sh ow  th e  u t te r  fa lla cy  o f  th e se  
a sse rtio n s , o r ,  m o re  p ro p erly , assu m p tio n s— fo r  th e y  a r e  
n o th in g  m o re . I n  th e  firs t p la ce , th e  p o stu la te s , up on  
w h ich  a ll re lig io n s o r  p h ilosoph ies re s t , m u st e ith e r  bo 
c le a rly  d e m o n stra te d , o r  e lse  b e  o f  so  self-ev id en t a  
n a tu r e  th a t  d em o n stra tio n  is  u n n e ce ssa ry . T h is  h as n o t  
b een  d o n e u p  to  th e  p re s e n t tim e  f o r  C h ris tia n ity , all  
a tte m p ts  t o  do so h av in g  failed  m iserab ly . L e t  us  
e n u m e ra te  a  few  o f  th e  a r tic le s  u p o n  w h ich  i t  is  based ,
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and wo shall sco  how  rid icu lo u s is th e  dogm atism  o f th e  
present day. F i r s t  com es th e  C h ristian  id ea o f  D e ity ,  
and th e  m ost we c a n  say  favou rab ly  o f  i t  is, th a t  for a 
very long tim e it  h a s  serv ed  as  a  m agn ificen t cloak for 
th e  ig n o ran ce  o f  a  la rg e  p o rtio n  o f  th e  hu m an ra ce . I t  
has been d eriv ed  p ro g ressiv ely  from  th o  Jew ish  G od, as 
we all know , a n d  h as  b een  civilised and hum anitised  
from  tim e  to  tim e , in  o rd e r  t o  re ta in  its  hold upon th e  
grow ing in te llig en ce  o f  th e  people. O rig in atin g , as th e  

¿ id e a  did, in th o  d ark  a g e s , w e c a n  h ard ly  w onder th a t it  
should be so  in co n sis te n t w ith  itse lf  and w ith n atu ral 
know ledge, b u t w e d o w o n d er th a t  ed u cated  m en in th e  
nin eteen th  c e n tu ry  sh ou ld  w ish to  p e rp e tu a te  so 
ridiculous a  b u rlesq u e up on  th e  U n k n o w ab le Soul o f  the  
U n iverse. W e  can  easily  im agin e m en w h *  know  
nothing o f  g eo lo g y , astro n o m y , an d  th o  o th e r sciences  
which nave d o n e so  m u ch  to  en lig h ten  us in th o  p resen t, 
looking w ith  a s to n ish m e n t up on th o  stupendous  
ph enom ena o f  th o  m a te ria l u n iv erse , and b ein g  unable  
to  com p reh en d  th e m , c re a t in g  a  G o d  in th e ir  ow n im age, 
th ou g h  a  g r e a t  d e a l m o re  p o w erfu l, b y  w hoso volition  
“ all th in g s w ere m ad e th a t  w ere  m a d e /' I t  w as a  very  
con v en ien t w ay to  g e t  r id  o f  prob lem s w h ich , to  th em , 
app eared  in solu b le b y a n y  o th e r  m eans. A s  soon as  
his e x is te n ce  w as d eterm in ed  u p on , i t  w ould be found  
n ecessary  to  seek H is  favou r, and avoid H is  a n g e r, by  
doing w h at th e y  im agin ed  to  b o H is  w ill, a n d  H is  will, 
as se t fo rth  in th e  Je w ish  S crip tu re s , w as certain ly  n o t  
a t  all tim es a  v e ry  u p rig h t on e . H o w over, m ost o f  H is  
bad qualities huvo n o w  b een  elim in ated , b u t still th e  fact  
rem ains th a t  H o  is w h olly  o f  h u m an  c re a tio n , and th at  
th e  p h en o m en a w h ich  w e re  th o u g h t a t  o n e  tim e  to  resu lt  
from  H is  im m ed iate  vo lition , a re  now know n to  o ccu r  
by th e  a c tio n  o f  n a tu r a l law s, o r , in o th e r  w ord s, by th e  
invariable p ro p e rtie s  w h ich  a l l  .bodies m an ifest w hen  
b ro u g h t in to  c e rta in  specific relatio n s w ith  each  oth er. 
T herefore, th e  f irs t an d  m ost im p o rta n t p o stu la te  o f  
C h ristian  th e o lo g y  is  u n ten ab le , and con seq u en tly  all 
th a t  depends up on  it  is  u n ten ab le  also . I f  th o  C h ristian  
D eity  be, as  I  lo r  on e believe, m erely  a  h u m an  crea tio n , 
th e  re su lt o f  h u m an  ig n o ra n ce , th e n  all th o  dogm as based  
upon tho su p p osed  revolation s o f  H is  will to  m an , lose 
th e ir  a u th o rity  a t  o n ce . T h e  ab su rd  s to ry  o f  th e  fall of 
m an, a n d  th e  co n se q u e n t childish a n g e r  o f  O m n ip oten t 
O m niscien ce a t  finding a  screw  looso in H is  p e rfe ct  
handiw ork, th e  still m o re  ab su rd  d ogm a o f  vicariou s  
ato n em en t, an d  th e  v e ry  te rrib le  a n d  in term in ab le  
p en alties  in  s to r e  f o r  th o s e  w h o  cannot  believe, to g e th e r  
w ith tr in ita r ia n  an d  o th e r  d o ctrin e s  w h ich  a r e  indeed  
“ Lard to  u n d e rs ta n d ,”  fall to  th e  g ro u n d , a n d  m ay be  
looked up on  as  b u g b ears— th o  n e ce ssa ry  con com itan ts  
o f  th e  f irs t  ru d o  in tu itio n s o f  h u m an ity  re sp ectin g  a 
fu tu re  s ta te , a n d  b y n o  m ean s to  bo allow ed to  d icta te  
to  th o  p ositive k n ow led ge o f  o u r  ow n tim es. "Wo a re , 

. th erefo re , le f t  a lo n e  in  th e  b ro ad  fields o f  n a tu ra l know ­
led ge ; w o h av e  to r n  from  ou rselv es in d isg u st th e  rag s  
a n d  ta t te r s  o f  ig n o ra n ce  and su p e rs tit io n ; w e have 
spread  wido i p en  b efore  u s  th e  m ajestic  B ib le  o f  th e  
U n iv erse— th a t  B o o k  w h ich  alon e im ages fo rth  th e  
p e r  e c t  th o u g h t o f  th e  G r e a t  F o u n t  o f  cau satio n , a n d  in  
i t  w e d isco v er n o d isco rd s, n o in co n sisten cies— a ll ¡b

Ss rfe c t  h arm o n y , a n d  f ro m  i t  w e h av e  no difficu ltyn n  
raw ing r u le s  f o r  o u r  d aily  g u id an ce , ru le s  w h ich  depend  

n o t up on  th e  d ictu m  o f  a n y  m an , o r  s e t  o f  m en, b u t upon  
th o  im m u tab le  p rin cip les  o f  th e  U n iv e rse , p rin cip les  
w hich a r e  f o r  e v e r  s tr iv in g  t o  d raw  u b  u n d er th e ir  loving  
in fluence, so  t h a t  w e m ay  b e  elev ated , harm onised , and  
p erfected , p h y sically , m en ta lly , and sp iritu ally . T he  
g re a t B o o k  o f  N a tu r e  te a ch e s  a lm o st th o  e x a c t  op posite  
o f  all w e h a v e  b een  ta u g h t to  b elieve ab solu tely  n ecessary  
b y o u r  f o r e f a th e r s ;  b u t  w h a t o f  th a t, a ro  w e n o t 
infinitely w iser in  o u r  d ay  th a n  th o  m en  who believed  
th a t  th o  e a r th  w as th e  m o s t im p o rta n t body in th e  
u n iv erse , th a t  a l l  th e  o th e r  bodies w ore b u t supple­
m e n ta ry  t o  i t ,  t h a t  w o m an  w as m ad e from  th e  fifth rib  
o f  a  m an , a n d  a ll th e  o th e r  ab su rd ities w hich m ake up  
th e  su m  o f  th e  m u ch -v au n ted  wisdom  o f  o u r  an cesto rs . 
W o u ld  i t  b e  w ise in  u s  t o  a llow  su ch  wisdom  to  d icta te  
to  n a tu re  n o w  ?  C e rta in ly  n o t, b u t r a th e r  lo t us strive  
e a rn e stly  to  co m p reh en d  m o re  and m o re  o f  N a tu r e ’s 
divine re v e la tio n s , so  th a t  w e m ay th o  m oro ce rta in ly  
p lace  ou rselv es u n d e r  th e  o p era tio n  o f  th o se  prin ciples

upon which alon e can bo founded a  T ru e  R eligion .
P erhap s one o f  th e  m o st im p o rtan t o f  N a tu re 's  reve­

lation s (th o u g h  one w hich is d irectly  opposed to  th e  
wisdom o f  ou r a n ce s to rs ), is th o  in h eron t possession by 
m an o f in tellectu al facu lties which enab le him to  seizje 
UP_°11,  * “  n ecessary  tru th , both ph ysical and sp iritu al, 
and in h eren t m oral im pulses, which, a p a r t  from  artificial 
ob stacles, fo rce  him  to  m ake a  r ig h t use o f  his in tel­
lectu al acq u irem en ts. T h is proposition is th e  e x a c t  
an tith esis  o f  tho dogm a which affirms tho to ta l in n ate  
d ep rav ity  o f  m an, y e t  i t  m ay be verified by a  very little  
ob servation and th ou g h t, and ou gh t to  be every  m an’« 
s ta r tin g  p o in t in s e ttin g  ab o u t th e  task  o f  self-develop- 
m en t and harm onisation . I f  th e  to ta l dep ravity d octrin e  
was tru e , w henco w ould com e th e  m orality  and gen eral 
re c titu d e  exh ib ited  by th o  m ajority  o f  ath eists  and 
secu larists , to  s a y  n o th in g  o f  th e  m any m illions o f  
h u m an  bein gs who n e v e r  h eard  o f  th o  C h ristian  B ible. 
I t  m ay be safely said th a t  th e re  w as never y e t  a  sane 
hu m an being, no m a tte r  how low in th o  scale  o f  develop­
m en t, who h ad n o t som o am ou n t o f  in h eron t m oral 
im pulse. O f  cou rse , in som o m en tho im pulses, both  
in te llectu al and m o ral, a r e  b e tte r  developed and balanced  
th a n  iD o th ers, and con seq u en tly  som o' mon will be 
n atu ra lly  m ore m oral th a n  o th e r s ; b u t tho sam o ru le  
ap p lies w h eth er th ese  m en aro  believers in th o  C h ristian  
faith , o r  w h eth er th e y  aro  A th eists . Bishops and  
A rch d eacon s, D ean s and P rie s ts , have from  tim e to  
tim e been co n v icted  o f  crim es which ou gh t to  havo been  
im possible fo r  them , i f  th e ro  existed  an y  rea l tru th  in 
th o  dogm as th e y  teach  ; whilo S ecu larists  havo boon 
know n to  lead  fives rem ark ab le for ev ery  v irtu e  th a t  
g races  hu m an ity , though n o t believing in th e  existen ce  
o f  a personal G od , n o r iu any o f  th e  b rain -perplexing  
dogm as o f  C h ristian ity . So th a t w h at wo ca ll m o rality  
and im m o rality  a r e  n o t insoparablo from  cith e r  belief  
o r  disbelief in th o  B ible, b u t aro  tho re su lt o f  im m utable  
p rin cip les fixed in th e  co n stitu tio n  o f  ev ery  m an and  
e v e ry  w om an . P h ren o lo g y  n sserts  th is , a n d  a n y  o n e  
who likes m ay d em on strate  i t  for him self by exp erim en t. 
O n e m an is born w ith  a  sound con stitu tion  and h a r­
m onious brain s. H e  becom es, p erhap s, in th e  cou rse  o f  
tim e, a  g re a t m oral te a ch e r, b u t if, in stead  o f having a  
p e rfe ctly  ev en  develop m en t o f  brain , i t  sh ou ld  be  
developed to  excess  in an y  p articu lar  d irectio n , th e n  th e  
individual will m anifest excessive a c tiv ity  in th a t d irec­
tio n — will be, in  fact, m o re  o r  less insane, e ith e r  in tel­
lectu ally , m orally , o r  socially. T hen com es th e  p ro ­
b ab ly  still m o re  in san e believer in o rth o d o xy  upon th e  
scen e, an d  end eavou rs to  “ m in ister to  a  m ind diseased”  
w ith su ch  n o stru m s as  “ ju stification  by faith ,”  to  be 
follow ed b y “ com pleto  san ctification  b u t ho o ith er  
does n o t, o r  will n o t, see  th a t  th e  new ly m an u factu red  
sain t sins, p erh ap s, even m ore th an  th e  sinn ers. I f  he 
sh o u ld  observe th e  fact, he nover fo r  a  m om ent su sp ects  
th n t th e  m an  is organ isation ally  in cap able, for th o  tim e  
boing, o f  a c tin g  harm oniously , b u t a ttrib u te s  his fre ­
q u en t lap ses to  deficiency in th e  q u an tity  o r  q u ality  o f  
his faith , as  if  m ere b elief cou ld  m ak e an y  ch an g e  in  a  
mnn’s  co n stitu tio n , e ith er fo r  b e tte r  o r w orse. T o  th o  
m an , how ever, who has read  u n derstand ingly  in N a tu r e ’s  
B ible, th e  prob lem  b ears qu ite a  different a s p e c t ; by  
looking a t  i t  a tten tiv e ly , ho discovers n o t  on ly  th e  n eces­
sity , b u t th e  actuality  o f  tr u e  religion — n o t ex istin g  as  
a  b u n ch  o f  finalities in  a n y  s e c t  o r  ch u rch , n o t  form ing

Ea r t  o f  th e  sto ck -in -trad e  o f  sp iritu al d ru g  storek eep ers, 
u t in hab itin g, silen tly  and u n th o u g h t of, y e t  p oten tially  

an d  w atch fu lly , th e  h e a r t  and th e  brain o f  ev ery  m an, 
w om an, and child  in th e  U n iv erse . M a n  m ay be looked  
up on a s  a  s o r t  o f  se lf-reg u la tin g  m ach in e, w hich will 
h arm onise itse lf  i f  artificial ob stacles, in th e  form  o f  
sp iritu al n o stru m s and d iscord an t social conditions, a r e  
n o t th ro w n  in  i ts  w ay  ; and oven thoso c a n  only o x o rt  a  
tra n scie n t opposition, fo r  i t  is  one o f  th e  prin ciples o f  
N a tu r e  th a t  e a ch  m isdirection , each  e rro r , e a ch  evil, as  
i t  is called , and edch im perfection , brin gs w ith i t  its  
in evitable p en alty , and also  its  ap p ro p ria te  rem ed y. 
A n d  as  th e re  is  v a r ie ty  in th e  im p erfection s o f  m en, 
so th e re  is  in  th e  rem edies supplied by N a t u r e ; th ere­
fo re , n o dogm a could be form u lated  th a t  w ould  be 
ap p licab le  u n iversally , th o u g h  m an y  could b e  in d icated , 
su ch , fo r  in stan ce , as th e  G olden R u le , w h ich  a ll sane
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m in d s w ould a sse n t to  as  d esirab le  in p ra c tise , y e t  
w h ich  is, n o tw ith stan d in g , q u ite  im p racticab le , e x ce p t  
a m o n g st p e rfe c t m en , living u n d er th e  influence o f  p e rfe c t  
social con d itio n s. B u t  m en a r e  n o t p e rfe c t , n o r  a re  
social c o n d itio n s ; th erefo re , e a ch  m an 's im p erfection s  
m u st bo th e  on ly  guide to  th e  form  T ru e  R elig ion  will 
ta k e  in his p a r ticu la r  ca se , and his individual co n scien ce  
is  th e  only a u th o rity  to  which h e  ow es a lle g ia n ce — he 
n eed s no m o rta l to  bo Ins m ed ia to r, b u t p ossesses w ithin  
a'.l th a t is n e ce ssa ry  fo r  ph ysical, m en tal, and sp iritu al 
elev ation . T h e  co n scie n ce  m ay slu m b er, o r  be soothed  
in to  passivity  fo r  a  se a so n , b u t i t  is c e rta in  to  aw ak en  
soon er o r  la te r , a n d  s ta r tle  its  p o ssessor w ith its  
accu m u la te d  load o f rem o rse— rem orse  w hich c a n  bo 
rem oved by n o beliefs, n o m ed iator, w hich can  be shifted  
on to  th e  sh o u ld ers o f  no seco n d  person, b u t can  be 
rem oved solely  by p e rs is te n t and su ccessfu l a tte m p ts  a t  
h arm on ial living.

" T h e r e  is n o pow er in holy m en— n o r ch arm  in p ray er  
— n o r pu rifying form  of p en iten ce— n o r o u tw ard  look—  
n o r  fast— n o r ag o n y — n o r, g r e a te r  th an  all th e se , th e  
in n a te  to rtu re s  o f  th a t d eep  d esp air w hich is rem o rse  
w ith o u t th e  fear o f  hell, b u t all in all sufficient to  itse lf  
w ould m ak e a  hell o f  h eav en — can  e x o rc ise  from  o u t th e  
unbounded sp irit th e  quick sen se  o f  its ow n sins, w ron gs, 
sufferance, and rev en g e  upon i t s e l f ; th e re  is no fu tu re

San g  can  deal th a t  ju s tic e  o n  th e  self-cond em n ed he  
eals on h im self.” — B y r o n ,— M a n fred .

I t  is  th e  im possibility o f  avoiding th is  self-inflicted  
ju s tic e  th a t  co n s titu te s  o u r  safeg u ard  a g a in s t th e  te rrib le  
s ta to  o f  th in g s  p red icted  by th ose “ w ho w ould n o t  be 
w ise above w h at is w ritte n ."  and w hile m an con tin u es  
to  be m an  he w ill have need o f  no o th e r  g u id e  to  self- 
pu rification .

S P I R I T U A L  D R A P E R Y .

I t  h as  doub tless p rov ed  a  m a tte r  o f  in te r e s t  to  m any  
re a d e rs , as  well as  to  th o se  im m ed iately  co n ce rn e d , to  
re m a rk  th a t, in th e  “ m aterializatio n s" w hich a r e  a t t r a c t ­
in g  so m u ch  a tte n tio n  in E n g lan d , A m e rica , an d  h e re  in 
th is  co lo n y , th e  clo th in g  is a lm o st in variably  o f  w hite. 
I n  som e ca se s  i t  is qu ite v o lu m in ou s, an d , as  w e should  
th in k , u n n ecessarily  so. T h is has been exp la in ed  from  
tim e  to  tim e  as  b ein g  assu m ed by th e  sp irits  for th e  
o ccasio n , a n d  to  assist in th e  p ro ce ss  o f  m aterializatio n . 
I t  is  n o t  th e  usual a n d  ap p ro p ria te  dross o f  th e  sp irits  
w ho have su cceed ed  in m asterin g  th e  s e c r e t  o f  th is  in­
te r e s tin g  a n d  m ost con v in cin g  m an ifestatio n . W o  have  
n o t y e t  seen an  exp lan atio n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l u se  o f  fabrics  
o f  w hite  o r  lig h t co lo u r. T h is  w ill, no  d o u b t, bo given  
in  d u e  tim e . I t  m ay  be fro m  th e  g r e a te r  e ase  with  
w hich i t  is  p rod u ced , o r  on  a c co u n t o f  its  em b lem atic  
m oaning, o r  b o th . I n  all tim e, and th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld, 
w h ite  has b een  con sid ered  b y  m an y a s  em b lem atic  o f  
p u rity  o r  in n ocen co , and it  is n o t  u n reaso n ab le  to  believo  
t h a t  th is  g e n e ra l and w idely ex ten d ed  id ea m ay  have  
co m e b y  im p ression  from  th e  sp iritu al w orld , w h ero th e  
sign ificance o f  th in g s is  m o re  fu lly  u n d erstood .

I t  is  n o t  a  li ttle  s in g u lar to  n o te  in th e  S crip tu re s  
som e re fe re n ce  to  th e  sam e p u rp ose . T h e  P ro p h e t  
Isa ia h  gives us a  fine p ic tu re  o f  a  n a tio n  tu rn in g  from  
selfish and g ro v ellin g  p u rsu its  to  th e  tr u e  p ra c tic e  of 
n eig h b o u rly  kindness, as  follow s : “  W a s h  y e , m ako y o u  
c l e a n ;  p u t  aw ay  th e  evil o f  y o u r  d oin gs fro m  b efore  
m in e e y e s ;  ce a se  to  do evil, loarn  to  do w e ll ; seok  
ju d g m e n t, relieve th e  op pressed , ju d g e  th e  fath erless, 
p lead  fo r  th e  widow . C om e, now , and le t  u s  reaso n  
to g e th e r , s a ith  th e  L o r d  ; th o u g h  y o u r  sins bo as  scarle t, 
th e y  sh all be a s  w h ite  as  sn o w ;  th o u g h  th e y  b o re d  like  
crim so n , th e y  sh all be as  w o o l." D an iel d escrib es th e  
“ A n c ie n t o f  D a y s ,"  w hose g a rm e n t w as “ w h ite  a s  snow , 
a n d  th e  h a ir  o f  H is  B e a d  lik o th e  p u re  w ool.’’ I n  
M a tth e w , 2 8 th  ch a p te r , a n  an g elic  ap p aritio n  is  said  to  
h a v e  h ad  a  cq jin fen au ce  lik e  lig h tn in g  and ra im en t  
“  w h ite  a s  bnow .”  I n  M a rk , IC th  ch a p te r, a  sim ilar  
a p p a ritio n  is  d escrib ed  as  a  y o u n g  m a n  s ittin g  on  th e  
s id e  o f  th e  se p u lch re , “  c lo th e d  in a  lo n g  w h ite  g a rm e n t.’ ’ 
I n  th e  1 s t  c h a p te r  o f  A c ts , a  -sp irit m an ifestatio n  
t o  th e  discip les is  d escrib ed  as  “ tw o m e n  who stood  by  
th e m  in  w h ite  a p p a re l.” I n  th e  R e v e la tio n  i t  is  said  : 
“  H e  th a t  o v erco m eth  sh a ll b e  c lo th e d  in .w h ite ra im e n t.”

T h e  fo u r a n d  tw en ty  e ld ers  w hom  J o h n  saw  in his 
vision, w ere s ittin g  “ c lo th e d  in w h ite  ra im e n t.’’ Jo h n  
say & th a t, in a n o th e r  vision , h e  saw  “ a  g r e a t  m u ltitu d e, 
w hich no m an cou ld  n u m b er, o f  all n a tio n s, an d  kindreds, 
aud people, and to n g u es *  *  *  c lo th e d  w ith  white 
robes, and palm s in th e ir  h an d s ."  T h is m u st ce rta in ly  
have been a  d eligh tfu l a n d  e x h ile ra tin g  v is io n ; and of  
th e se  i t  is said , “  G o d  sh all w ipe aw ay a ll te a rs  from  
th e ir  e y e s ."  H o  d escrib es  o th e r  a n g e lic  a p p e a ra n ce s  as 
being “ c lo th e d  in p u re  a n d  w h ite  lin en , a n d  having  
th e ir  b re a sts  g ird ed  w ith go ld en  g ird le s ."  H e  d escribes  
arm ies  o f  a n g els  upon w h ite  h o rses , “  c lo th e d  in fine 
linen , w h ite  a n d  c le a n ."  T h a t  m u ch  o f  th e se  grand  
d escrip tiv e  visions a re  sp iritu al sym bolism s th e r e  c a n  be 
little  d o u b t; and w hen m en  ce a se  to  look fo r  a  literal  
m ean in g  to  th e m , th e y  m ay  find w isdom  w h ich  th ey  
d ream  n o t  of.

T h is  w h ite  d ra p e ry  is  n o ta b ly  in  fav o u r w ith th e  
sp irits , sin ce  tim e  b eg an . H is to ry  is full o f  g h o s ts , and 
a lm o st w ith o u t e x ce p tio n  th e ir  c lo th in g , w h en  described  
a t  all, is  w h ite . T h e  sa m e  law s, d o u b tless, w h ich  have  
led th e se  p o o r fra il sh ap es to  w an d er am o n g  c h u rch ­
y ard s a n d  old c a s tle s  in sh rou d s a u d  sh e e ts , even in th e  
b leak est w eath er, now  com p el o u r  g h o s tly  v isito rs  to  
a d o p t sim ilar d rap ery  in  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  m a te ria liz a tio n  ; 
a n d  w e a re  im p ressed  w ith th e  co n v ic tio n  th a t  th e  
n e ce ssity  fo r  o u r  m od ern  “ d ark  se a n ce s"  is  re fe ra b le  to  
so m e sim ilar o c c u lt  law . W e  have few  a c co u n ts  of 
ap p aritio n s in b road  d ay lig h t— th e  d a rk n e ss  o f  m idn igh t 
h as b een  a  fav o u rite  w ith th em . T h e  ap p aritio n  o f  th e  
an g el a t  th e  sep u lch re  w as “  a t  th e  en d  o f  th e  Sab bath , 
as it began to daw n  to w ard s th e  first d ay  o f  th e  w eek .” 
A n d  i t  w as th en , as  th e  frig h ten ed  w om en h u rrie d  aw ay  
to  te ll th e ir  frien d s, th a t  th e  r ise n  J e s u s  m o t th em , 
sayin g , “  A ll h a i l !"  H is  m em o rab le  a p p e a ra n ce  to  M a ry  
M ag d alen e  ( J o h n . 2 0 th  c h a p te r )  w as in  th e  dusk o f  the  
m orn in g, fo r  i t  is  said  th a t  sh e  w e n t to  th e  sep u lch re  
“ w hen i t  w as y e t  d a rk ."  K in g  S au l ca m e  by n ig h t  to  
th e  w om an o f  E n d o r , and h ad  his in terv iew  w ith  th e  
sp irit o f  th e  P r o p h e t S am u el. T h e  d ark  se a n ce  is 
o b jected  to  b y  m an y , from  a  su sp icion  o f  tr ic k e r y , o r  
from  n erv o u sn ess  ; b u t le t  th e  o b je cto rs  re fle c t up on the  
f a c t  so easily  d em o n strab le , th a t  a ll th e se  th in g s  a re  
done in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  fu n d am en tal law , a n d  n o t  in 
co n tra v e n tio n  o f  i t  W e  ca n  only find w h a t w e seek  in  
th e  p ath  w h ere  i t  lies. T o  m ak e  o u r  ow n co n d itio n s is 
sim p ly to  d efea t th e  o b je c t w e have in  view . AVe a r e  
fre e  to  con fess th a t  th e  volum in ous d ra p e ry  o f  so m e of  
th e  s p ir it  p h o to g rap h s is an n oyin g , a n d  lay s  th e m  open  
to  su sp icion  ; b u t i t  is  fo r  us to  a c c e p t  th an k fu lly  w h at 
sp irit a r t  is  g iv in g  u s , and n o t  to  d ic ta te  te rm s.

L e t  u s  a lso  b e a r in  m in d  w h at w as p reviou sly  said, 
th a t  i t  does n o t  follow  th a t  th e  d ro ss  o u r  s p ir it  frien d s  
a re  ob liged  to  ad o p t for m aterializatio n  is  th e  d ress  th e y  
u su ally  w ear in  th e ir  b rig h t hom es. W e  a r e  to ld  o f  
b eau tifu l ro b es , ch eerfu lly  v a r ie g a te d  in  co lo u r , an d  
o rn am en ted  w ith flow ers a n d  je w e lle ry , so a s  to  c o r r e s ­
pond w ith th e  sp iritu al s ta te  o f  th e  w earer. I t  is  th a t  
sp iritu al s ta te  w h ich  c lo th e s  w ith  fine linen , o r  filthy  
ra g s , o r  leav es th e  p o o r  s p ir it  n ak ed  and defen celess. 
A n d  th is  rem in d s u s  o f  th e  co n clu d in g  lin e s  o f  th e  poem , 
“  N o th in g  to W e a r —

“ And, oh ! in th at future and lovelier sphere,
Where all is made right which so puzzles us h ere;
Where the glare and the glitter and tinsel of Time 
Shall fade, in the light of th at region sublime,
Where the soul, disenchanted of flesh and of sense,
Unscreened by its trappings, and shows, and pretence,
Must be clothed for the life and the service above,
With purity, truthfulness, meekness, and love.
O, daughters of earth I foolish virgins, beware I 
Lest in that  upper realm you have nothing to n e a r  1”

N O T I C E  T O  S U B S C R I B E R S .

A  C olored  W ra p p e r  ro u u d  y o u r p a p e r  is  a n  in ti­
m a tio n  th a t  y o u r  S u b scrip tio n  is  in  a r r e a r . S u b scrip ­
tio n s a r e  p ay ab le  in  ad v an ce , and w e sh all feel th a n k ­
fu l to  o u r  frien d s i f  th e y  w ill forw ard  th e ir  am o u n ts  
w ith o u t (tu ttin g  u s  to  th e  tro u b le  a n d  e x p e n se  o f  a  
d ire c t  ap p lication .

W e  h av e  re ce iv ed  A , J .  D av is’s  N e w  B o o k , “ T he  
G en esis aud E th ic s  o f  C on ju g .il L o v e .”  s h a ll 're v ie w  i t  
in  o u r  n e x t.
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S C I E N T I F I C  R E L I G I O N .— E V I D E N C E .

Evidence is th e  ro c k  o n  w hich th e  im p regn ab le castle  
o f  Scien ce is  e re c te d . T ru th  is  th e  food on which Science  
lives— he is  a n  u n s a la b le  t r u th -s e e k e r ! N o th in g  less 
than facts , a tte s te d  by in du bitable evidon ce, will satisfy  
him. H e  d ev o tes  h is  life  to  th e  in vestig ation  a fte r  
tru th — reco rd in g , classify in g , a n d  ap p ly in g  it , th a t  he 
Snay learn  w isdom , k n ow , an d  w o rk  G o d ’s w i ll ! H e  is 
d eterm in ed n o t  "to  b e  d eceiv ed — h e  re je c ts  trad ition s, 
th eories, op inions, as  u n reliab le  ; and all books, o r  p arts  
o f books, th a t  c a n n o t b e  prov en  in d u b itab ly  to  be 
genuine, lik e  th e  p r ie s ts  w ho had lo s t th e ir  gen ealo g y , 
he holds to  be p o llu ted , and u n fitted  fo r  service  in th e  
Tem ple o f  T ru th . (S e e  E z r a  I I . ,  6 2 ,  6 3 . This con d u ct  
irrita te s  T h eo lo g y , as  i t  con d em n s as  im p u re m an y o f  its 
holy th in g s. T h eo lo g y  n a tu ra lly , th e re fo re , looks upon  
Scien ce ns h is b i tte r e s t  en em y, w h en, in re a lity , he is 
his b est frien d , a n d  ra ils  a g a in s t him  in his ig n oran ce , 
for ho is ig n o ra n t ev en  o f  th e  m ean in g  o f  “ T ru th ,”  
having been so b lind ed by P a u l and his m yth ical S t. 
Jo h n , th a t  h e  ask s, lik e  P i la te , “  W h a t  is  T ru th  ? ”  
believing i t  to  b o so m eth in g  m y sterio u s, to  be obtained  
from  h eav en  th ro u g h  p ra y e r  (E p . I I . ,  8 ) — n o t sim ply  
th e  re su lt o f  g en u in e  .evid en ce, a n  a c cu ra te  re p re se n t­
ation  o f  w h at is  1 B u n y a n  fu rn ish es a  fine exam p le  o f  
th is sy stem  in h is  P ilg r im ’s P ro g re ss , in w hich he re p re ­
sents C h ristian  finding a  “ B o ll ,”  w hich h e  n ev er  
im agined m ig h t be fa lse — assu m ed  w ith o u t evidence  
th a t its  co n te n ts  w e re  t r u e , b e in g  frig h ten ed  w ith its 
th rea ts , ch a rm e d  w ith  i ts  p rom ises, h e  em b raced  i t  as  his

fuide, stu d ied  a n d  ob eyed  i t ,  n o t th ro u g h  lo ve o f  T ru th , 
u t his ow n p e rso n a l in te re s t . Su ch  co n d u ct S cien ce  

rep rob ates as  su p e rs titio n  and selfishness. O rth od o xy  
approves o f  i t ,  ca lls  i t  ju stify in g  fa ith , and p rizes i t  as  
th e  h ig h est o f  v i r tu e s ;  th o u g h , h ad  th e  B o ll  been th e  
K o ran , o r  th e  S h a a te r , i t  w ould h av e  cond em n ed i t  as  
id olatry— o n e  o f  th e  b la ck e s t o f  crim es.

This sy ste m  s u its  a ll falso relig ion s, who do w h at th e y  
can to  co n ceal th e  evid en ce u p o n  w hich th e ir  h o ly  books  
r e s t  from  th e i r  d u p e s ;  and all u n ite  a g a in st th e  
Scien ces fo r  co n d em n in g  th e ir  in accu racies , a n d  brin gin g  
to  lig h t d iscov eries w h ich  exp o se  th e ir  e rro rs  and  
u n tru th s .

A llow  m e, S ir , f o r  th e  g o o d  o f o u r  re a d e rs , to  e x ­
am ine th e  s ty le s  a d o p te d  in th re e  of th e  p ap ers  in yo u r  
last m o n th ’s n u m b er. T h e  firs t th a t  I  shall re fe r  to  is 
M r. D rew ’s.

H is  s ty le  is  sim p le , c le a r , and lo gical, and q u ito  co n ­
s is te n t w ith  T ru th , S cie n ce , th e  exp erim en ta l and  
in d u ctive m eth o d . H e  show s th a t  T heism  h as  done  
m uch m o re , a n d  is  d o in g  m u ch  m ore , fo r  m ankind th an  
A th eism  ; a n d  t h a t  i t  offers g r e a te r  in d u cem en ts to  an  
h.onest and v irtu o u s  life . C on seq u en tly , ju d gin g from  
th e ir  fru its , T h eism  is  th e  b e t te r  re lig ion  o f  th e  tw o. 
This he p ro v es c l e a r l y !

N e x t , l e t  u s  e x am in e  m y ow n p ap er o n  th e  “ Two  
G osp els.”  A s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  see, I  sim ply s ta te  fa c ts , and  
carefu lly  q u o te  th e  p a ssa g e s  w h ich  co n ta in  thorn, as  
evidence, th a t  I  m a y  n o t  d eceiv e, b u t  aid m y re a d e rs  in  
exam ining f o r  th em selv es. I  n e ith e r  s tra in  n o r  in te r p r e t  
a n y  p assage, b u t  e n d eav o u r t o  ta k e  each  in  i ts  n a tu ra l  
m eanin g, a cco rd in g  t o  i ts  g ram m atica l re n d erin g , an d  in  
h e  co n n e ctio n  in  w h ich  i t  s ta n d s ; and do n o t speak  

co n tem p tu o u sly  o f  th o s e  w ho differ from  m e.
L e t  m e n o w  r e fe r  to  o u r  frien d  who w rites  p o lite ly  

cen su rin g m e , o p p osin g  a n d  co n tra d ic tin g  m y views o f  
“ T h e T w o  G o sp els .”

H is  l e t t e r  is  a n  e x c e lle n t sp ecim en  o f th e  o rth od o x  
s ty le  o f  w ritin g — n o t  “  w h a t is  w ritte n  in  th e  law , how  
readeB t th o u  ? ”  b u t  “  w hat th in k est  thou ? ’’ I t  contains  
m any, to  m e , s tra n g e  in te rp re ta tio n s , opinions, and  
assertion s, w ith o u t fu rn ish in g  p ro o f, and , w ith  re sp e ct to  
m y ow n s ta te m e n ts , so m e co n trad ictio n s.

H e  re p re se n ts  J e s u s  p re d icte d  as  th e  su ccessor o f  
M oses (D e u t. X V I I I . ,  1 5 — 1 8 .)  H e r e  fa cts  a r e  o u t ­
rag ed  J T h is  p ro m ise  w as m ad e  b y  M oses to  his h ea rers , 
t o  w hom  i t  w as la t te r ly  fulfilled (J o s h u a  T., i
and a ll w ere  d ead  6 0 0 0  y e a rs  b efo re  th o  b irth  o f  C hrist. 
M oses led  th e  J e w s , saved  th em , an d  governed th e m ; 
h u t o f  J e s u s  th e y  said  “ W e  w ill n o t  have th is  m an  to  
re ig n  o v er u s ,"  a n d  slew  him , w h ich  th e y  did n o t  do to

M oses ; and to  th is day th e  J e w s  r e je c t  him . H e  denies 
th e  existen ce  o f  th e  “  Two G o sp e ls !” W h a t saith th e  
S crip tu res, “  H ow  read est tb ou  ? "  D o th ese fou r pas­
sages te a ch  alike ?  Isaiah  I X . ,  6 , 7  ; M ark  I . ,  1 4 , 15  ; 
C or. X V . .  1 — 6 ;  R ev. X I V . ,  6— 1 4 . O u r friend s ta tes  
th a t B e v . X I I I . ,  7 , 1, refers to  pagan R o m e ! A ccord in g  
to  D an iel, “ th o  little  horn " is to  co n tin u e till tho  
arrival o f  th e  “ Son o f  M an .’’ I  read, “ th e  sam o horn  
m ade w ar w ith th e  saints, and prevailed ag ain st th em  
un til th e  a n cien t o f  days cam e, and ju d g m en t was given  
to  th e  saints o f th e  M o st H igh, and th e  tim e com es th a t  
th e  saints possessed th e  kingdom ." D an l. V I I . ,  2 1 ,2 2 .  
Tho sam e is corrob orated  by T h es. I I . ,  8 , where' w e a re  
to ld  “ th e  L o rd  shall consum e him w ith th e  sp irit o f his 
m ou th , a n d  shall d estro y  him w ith th e  brightness o f  H is  
com ing." C om pare D an l. V I I . ,  1— 8 . w ith R ev . X I I I . ,
1— S ;  X V I I . ,  12 — 11. W h en  th e  C ity  o f  tho K in gs, 
th e  B e a st, and his w orshippers, a re  all d estroy ed  b y  
C h rist a t  H is  com ing ( X I X . ,  1— 2 0 )  th e y  th e re  can n o t 
re fe r  to  h eath en  R om e.

M y  frien d asse rts  th a t th e  R iv er of E g y p t and th e  
E u p h ra te s  form ed th e  boundary o f  a n cie n t P alestin e  for  
1 5 0 0  y ears  ! Scien ce is shocked a t  such reck less assert  
tio n s ! I  h ad  alm ost said violation o f tru th  and ju stice. 
I  w ait fo r  evidence to  prove this s ta tem en t, o r  ra th e r  
le t  m e p rov e th e  co n trary . Jo sh u a , indeed, has record ed  
th a t  “ th e  L o rd  g av e unto Isra e l all th e  land which he 
sw are to  give u n to  th e ir  fathers, and th ey  possessed i t  
and d w elt th ere in " ( X X I . ,  4 3  ; but this is  not true— for  
A b rah am  received n o t th e  in h eritan ce  (G e n . X X I I . ,  3, 
4  ; A c ts  V I I . ,  5 . T he Je w s w ere chasod o u t o f E g y p t,  
so possessed no lan d  betw een “  the R iv e r  o f  E g y p t '  
(I s a . X I . ,  1 5 )  and th e  R ed  Sea. T he Canaanites, 
Je b u site s, and th e  Ph ilistin es still re tain ed  th e ir  pos­
sessions in P alestin e , and held th em  fo r  ab o u t 4 0 0  y ears  
a f te r  th e  d eath  o f  J o s h u a ; besides which, th e  e a ste rn ­
m ost te r ri to ry  o f  Isra e l w as n o t w ithin hundreds o f  m iles 
o f  th e  B iv e r  E u p h ra te s ! C ham bers’ Eneyclopiedia  
inform s us th a t  an cien t P alestin e  (o f  w hich i t  contains  
a  m ap show ing each Tribe's possession) w as 1 4 5  m iles 
in  len gth , and ab o u t 4 5  in overage b re a d th !— “ an  area  
less  th a n  th e  P rin cip ality  o f  W a le s  !”

O u r friend also rem arks th a t  the strongest evidence o f  
th e  D iv in ity  o f  the S c rip tu res  a n d  its  teach in gs is pre­
sen ted  in th o  fa ct , th a t  from  its  pages alon e m illions 
have learn ed  self-abn egation, brotherly  love, and yielding  
th e ir  bodies and spirits to  th e  law s o f  “  th e  K in g  whose 
r ig h t i t  is to  re ig n ."

I f  th is  bo its  s tro n g e st evidence, i t  is weak indeed, 
w hen com pared with w h at can  be placed  ag ain st i t !

P re ju d ice  deceives itself, and o th ers, b y un ju st re p re ­
sen tation s, by exag g era tin g  evidence in its  ow n cause, 
and keeping back all evidence ag ain st it— th e n  boasting  
o f  s e l f  abnegation. H e  ta k e s  no n o tice  o f th o  a tro cities  
“  th e  B o o k " sanctioned. L e t  him tu rn  to  som e o f  
th em  and b lu s h ; and p o in t ou t, if  he can, an y  law s 
m ore fiendish th a t  ever w ere  p rom ulgated  am on g th e  
m o st b arb arou s nation s. I  shall n o t degrade y o u r  p ag es  
b y quoting th em , b u t will re fe r  to  a  few p a ssa g e s :—  
E x o  X I . ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ;  D e u t., X X . ,  1 0 — 1 4  ; X X I . ,  1 0 — 1 7  ; 
N u m . X X X I . ,  17 , 1 8 , 3 2 - 4 5 ;  2  Sam . X I I . ,  3 1 . P a re n ts  
were- p erm itted  to  sell th e ir  d a u g h te rs ! th e  soldiers to  
defile th e ir  captives, an d  w hen tire d  o f  th em  to  tu rn  
th em  d estitu te  o u t o f doors, o r  b e a t th em  to  d eath  b y  
d egrees (E x o . X X I . ,  7 , 8 , 2 1 — 2 0 ) ,  a f te r  slaughterin g  
th e ir  p a re n ts  ! M y  frien d believes J e s u s  is  G o d ! H ow  
cam e he to  ch an ge his m orality , and be m erciful, and  
to ach  self-ab n egation , a f te r  san ctio n in g  su ch  horrible  
la w s?  .

“ T e  shall know  th em  b y  th e ir  fru it."  D id  n o t th e  
sp read  o f  C h ristian ity  extingu ish  lite ra tu re  and scien ce, 
a n d  paraly ze th e  m ind o f  m an for 1 4 0 0  y e a rs  ?  W h a t  
relig ion  e v er p ersecu ted , slaughtered , to rtu re d , fou gh t 
w ith  e a ch  o t h e r !  A b ove all n ation s given to  s tro n g  
d rin k  (th e  r o o t  o f  a ll 'e v il) as C hristian s, o r who h av e  
rob b ed  un believers in  th e  nam e o f th e ir  G od, re s tric te d  
th e ir  lib erties in forcin g  upon th em  a  “ S ab b ath " th a t  
J e s u s  did n o t  com m and (see  M ark  X X V I I I . ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ) ,  
th e  com m em oration  o f  a  trad itio n  w hich th e  very  ston es  
c r y  o u t is  fa lse  !

I  have given p ro o f  from  th e  B ib le  an d  th e  p ag es o f  
h isto ry , an d  I  app eal to  th e  testim o n y  o f  th e  ro ck s , and
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will n o t  a c ce p t a s  a  rep ly  opinions and assertio n s w ith ­
o u t  evidence !

W h a t , I  ask , h as  th e  w orld  been b e n e f i te d  b y  '* G o d ’s 
a n c ie n t people,” th e  seed o f  A b rah am , th ese  4 0 0 0  y e a r s ?  
b y th e  C h ristian  rival ch u ch es th e se  1 8 0 0  ?  and by  
scien ce  since i t  broke from  th e  fe tte rs  d u rin g  th e  dark  
ages, enligh tened m ankind as to  th e  e x te n t  o f  crea tio n , 
its  ex tern al deviations, and o n  th e  w ondrous w ork s and  
law s o f  G od, re v ealin g  th e  u n ity  o f  all cau satio n — th a t  
m an  and th e  w orm  a r e  b ro th e rs , links in th e  sam e chain  
o f  o rg an isatio n , m ad e and su p p orted  b y th e  same 
D ivin e B ein g— who has m ade know n to  us th a t  H e  
g o vern s b y fixed law s; ob edien ce to  w hich is secu rity  
and happiness, rebellion a g a in st th em  suffering and  
d estru ctio n .

E .

A  S T I t lN G  O F  P E A R L S  F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  
W O R L D .

T h e  m an who conq uers se lf is n o t only a  w ise, b u t a  
tru ly  happy m an ; b ecau se , ho has th u s a t  his com m and  
a ll th e  avenues o f  e n jo y m e n t,. w ithin w h ich  flow 
perennial stream s, even th e  loves o f  all who like him self, 
live n o t for th em selves alone, b u t for th e  good o f  all.

T h e  re a so n  w hy w e seem  so fa r  aw ay  from  y o u  is, 
b ecau se  you do n o t live above th e  th in g s o f th is  m a te r­
ia l w orld, in  which y o u r  w hole sp ir it seem s to  bo 
w rapp ed np. I f  y o u  w ould have us n e a r  to  y o u , love 
us m o re  a s  su b stan tial bcingB, w ho love y o u  d e a rly  and  
co n sta n tly .

F a d in g  aw ay is th e  n ecessary  a n te ce d e n t to  en tra n ce  
on th e  h ig h er life o f  th e  sph eres, w h ere  fadin g aw ay is  
n o t kn ow n for e v er ; an d , w h ere th e  b eau tifu l know s no  
d ecay  o r  dim inution . T h e  beautiful is  th e  g o od , and  
which con sists  in th e  p ra c tica l d evelop m en t o f  th e  tru e  
in m an 's  n a tu re , as  a  sp iritu al being, endow ed w ith  
ra tio n a l facu lties  and a c tiv e  pow ers.

T h e  law s w hich g o v ern  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  m en from  
th e  e a rth  life to  th e  S p irit-w orld , a r e  re g u la te d  b y a  
r e g a rd  fo r  th e  S p irit’s fu tu re  w e ll-b e in g ; and th e  
in te re s ts  o f  o th ers, who a re  affected  th e re b y , b o th  in 
th is life and th e  o th er.

W e  w ill speak to  y o u  o f  L o v e ;  i t  is  th e  life o f  
w isdom , an d  o f  th e  w h ole o f  m an ’s  a c tiv e  pow ers both  
h e re  aud h e re a fte r. W e ll , th en , cu ltiv a te  L o v e , feed i t  
b y  ob ed ien ce to  its  d icta te s  w hen wisdom  d irects .

T h e  p ath w ay to  th e  h ig h er sp h eres is ch a ra cte riz e d  by  
a  life o f  usefulness a n d  p u rity  ; and a  re g a rd  fo r  th e  
teach in g s o f  th e  h ig h e r S p irits , w h ose d u ty  i t  is  to  aid  
y o u  in y o u r  good w ork .

T h e  g r e a t  w an t o f  m an  is  n o t  r o s t  b u t  re n e w a l;  
co n seq u en tly , m a n  is to  seek  th a t, a ll  th ro u g h  his varied  
e x p e rie n ce s  as  h e  p asses on w ard th ro u g h  th e  earth -life , 
an d  to  e te rn ity . T h e  ren ew al con sists  in  th e  p ro g ress ­
io n  o f  th e  S p iritu a l n a tu re  exp an d in g  a n d  g ro w in g  in  
th e  e lem en ts  o f  a  t r u e  life, m o re  and m ore , th ro u g h  
e v e ry  su ccessiv e  s ta g e  o f  being.

T o  raise  th e  fallen  ; th o se  o f  o u r  fellow  c re a tu r e s  who  
a r e  low  dow n in  th e  sca le  o f  being, w h eth er in  th e  
e a rth -life  o r  in  th e  S p ir it-w o rld ; sh ou ld  be th e  one  
g r e a t  ob ject' o f  o u r  e x is te n ce  w hen o n ce  w e ourselves  
h a v e  b een  ra ised  in to  th e  lig h t o f  life , a n d  m ore  
co n sciou s o f  th e  cap acities  w h erew ith  w e a r e  endow ed. 
W h e n  m an  is  aw ak en ed  to  a  consciou sness o f  th e  p o w er  
w h ich  h e  p o ssesses  fo r  good, i t  is  th e n  his im m ediate  
d u ty  to  y ie ld  to  th e  voice w hich calls  him  to  m ak e  th e  
m o s t o f  h is  o p p o rtu n ities  ;  an d  h e  m ay  b e  q u ite  certain  
t h a t  in  e v e ry  c ircu m sta n ce  o f  h is  life , h e  w ill find th e  
fu lle s t sco p e  f o r  th e  e x e rcise  o f  his ab ility . C an  he  
ta k e  a  sin g le  s te p  in  his daily  co u rse , w ith o u t stum bling  
o v e r  so m a  n e e d y  su b ject. T h e  n ecessito u s a r e  on  every  
h a n d ; a n d  th e y  c r y  “  h elp  “  w e perish  !”  W h y  
h a v e  y o u  b e e n  e n lig h te n e d ?  w h y th u s  favourably  
in flu en ced  b y  th e  lo vin g  F a t h e r  o f  a ll, i f  n o t  th a t  you  
m a y  b ecom e th e  in stru m e n ts  in  H is  han ds to  dispense  
th e  to k e n s  o f  H is  L o v e  to  th o se  w ho; in  th e ir  in ner  
n a tu r e  a r e  h u n g e rin g  an d  th irs tin g  fo r  th e  v e iy  bless­
in g s  w h ich  y o u  h a v e  rece iv ed , n o t  t o  en jo y  selfishly, b u t  
t o  s c a t te r  o n  y o u r  p a th w a y  th ro u g h  life  ?  L is te n , th en , 
t o  th e  v o ice  w h ich  calls  y o u  t o  a id  in  so  g o o d  an d  g re a t  
a  ca u s e , G o d ’s  c a u s e ;  a n d  th e  ca u se  o f  h u m a n ily !

T H E  B I O G R A P H Y  O F  M R S . J .  H . C O N A N T .*

T h is  in te re stin g  th o u g h  u n p reten d in g  book c a n n o t fail 
to  add o n e  m o re  gem  to  all th o se  lib raries  w hich are  
op en to  S p iritu alistic  li te ra tu r e . W h o e v e r h as been 
p erson ally  in tim ate  w ith m edium s d ev otin g  m u ch  tim e  
to  th e  exercise  o f  th is  sp ecial g ift, m u st h av e  reco gn ised  
th e  p ecu liarly  double c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  lives th e y  lead. 
T h e  e a rth  life, w h ich  tlioy sh are  in com m on  w ith  all of 
us, seem s to  be v e ritab ly  on ly  h a lf  o f  th e ir  exp erien ce . 
T h e  frien dships, en m ities, in cid en ts, an d  p lan s o f  th eir  
su rro u n d in g  sp irits  form  a n o th e r  h alf, as  full, a s  varied , 
a n d  o ften  as  im p o rta n t to  th e ir  w elfare . T h e  v e ry  
sim p licity  a n d  n a tu ra ln e ss  o f  s ty le  w h ich  m ark s A llen  
P u tn a m ’s B io g rap h y  o f  M rs . C o n a n t g iv es  vividness to  
th is double c h a r a c te r  o f  h e r  life. T h e  in cid en ts  o f  her  
e x te rn a l life  a r e  few  a u d  fa r  b etw een , a n d  a r e  b u t  
lig h tly  to u ch ed  up on . T h a t w h ich  h as en rich ed  and  
raised  h e r  life above th e  daily  p assin g  ca re s  th a t  en co m ­
pass u s  a ll— th a t  w hich m akes i t  a  lesson  full o f  wisdom  
to  th e  w isest am on g us, is  th e  w onderful com m u nion of 
sp irits  i t  op en s to  o u r  view , fa r  e x ce e d in g  in  b eau ty , 
v arie ty , and valu e w h at even m o s t S p iritu a lis ts  could  
im agin e. M an y  will b e  cu rio u s  to  re a d  th e  book, on  
a c c o u n t o f  th e  fam e as  a  m edium  to  w h ich  M rs . C o n an t 
has a tta in ed  ; b u t w ere  she as u t te r ly  u n k n ow n  as  a re  
m an y  o th e r m edium s, th e  in trin sic  v a lu e  o f  th e  reco rd  
w ould w ell re p a y  m o st carefu l p eru sal. T h e re  a r e  b u t 
tw o w ays o f  view ing i t — y o u  m u st e ith e r  s a y  w ith the  
o rth o d o x, “ I t ’s  all lies from  b eg in n in g  to  e n d ,"  a n d  so 
dispose o f  evid en ce and th e o ry  a l i k e ; o r  i t  is on e oJVthe 
m o st p ra c tica l ad d ition s to  o u r  k n ow led ge o f  th e  law s o f  
sp irit co n tro l th a t  h as ev er b een  m ade. N o r  is  th e  know ­
led ge given lim ited  to  th e  law s o f  sp ir it c o n tro l on ly . I t  
rev eals , w ith te rrib le  d istin ctn ess, m an y o f  th e  d a rk  and  
u n n ecessary  su fferin gs w hich th e  su icid e draw s upon  
h im self in h is  m ad e ffo rt to  esca p e  from  th e  sufferings  
which a re  n ecessary  to  h is d ev elo p m en t h e ro  in m o rtal  
life. O n e o f  th e se  u n hap py suicid es say s  : “ W h e n  m y  
fa th e r  cam e in to  his office and foun d m e dead, I  stood  
th e re  (in  sp ir it)  an d  knew  h is ag o n y . O h, m y G o d  ! 
w h at w ould I  n o t  have g iven  to  h av e  r e tu rn e d  !” T he  
u n restra in ed  passions w ith  w h ich  som e had le f t  th e  e a rth  
a re  show n b y  th e  wordB a n d  a c tio n s  o f  th e  re tu rn in g  
sp irit to  be as  s tro n g  as  over. C learly , “ re g e n e ra tio n ,”  
o r  p ro g ress , as  w e should call it , is  no in sta n ta n e o u s  g ift 
in sp ir it life , b u t  th e  ard u o u s w ork  o f  self-g o v ern m en t  
and g rad u al d ev elop m en t, w hich i t  is  fa r  b e tte r  to  begin  
in  th is  sph ere.

Sam uel U p h a m , a  t r a n c e  m ed iu m , th e n  in ill-h ealth , 
a n d  sin ce  d eceased , called  on h e r  o n e  even in g  in  F e b ­
r u a r y , 1 8 5 6 , for a n  exam in atio n  b y D r .  F ish e r  w ith  
re fe re n ce  to  his d isease. H a r d ly  h ad b o th  se a te d  th em ­
selves, w hen th e  m a le  m edium  b ecam e e n tra n ce d  by th e  
sp irit o f  a n  In d ia n  chief, who g a v e  h is  n am e as  “  W h ite  
C lo u d .”  M r s . C o n a n t, m ost u n e x p e cte d ly  to  h erself, 
w as im m ed iately  c o n tro lle d  b y  a n  In d ia n , w noso lo ve for 
“ W h ite  C lou d” w as n o t o f  th a t te n d e r  s o r t  su p p o sed  to  
ru le  in  th e  “  H a p p y  H u n tin g  G ro u n d ,”  a n d  a  fierce  
s tru g g le  en su ed , e a ch  h o stile  s p ir it  en d eav o u rin g  to  
d e s tro y  h is en em y. T h e  w arfare  w as, h o w ev er, o f  sh o rt  
d u ratio n , a s  th e  m edium  o f “ W h ite  C lou d ,” b ein g  m u ch  
red u ced  b y  sick n ess, w as no m atch  fo r  h is  b risk  op p on en t, 
and w hen M r. and M rs . P o p e  ru sh e d  in to  th e  room , 
a ttra c te d  b y  th e  u p ro a r, th e y  fou n d  th e  lam p s brok en , 
th e  tab les  o v ertu rn ed , a n d  M r s . C o n a n t— un con sciou sly  
en tran ced — b elab o u rin g  th e  u n fo rtu n a te  M r . U p h a m  
w ith a  c h a i r ! I n  a ll p ro b ab ility  h e  w ould  h av e  been  
killed (a s  “  W h i te  C lou d”  still held co n tro l o f  him , w ith  
t r u e  In d ia n  p lu ck , a n d  w ould n o t  y ie ld ) h ad  n o t  
M r. P o p e  a n d  h is wife in te rp o se d  as  a  re scu e . A f te r  co n ­
siderable difficulty, th e y  finally su cceed ed  in  sep ara tin g  
th e  co m b atan ts , a n d  th e n  so t a b o u t con v in cin g  th e  b el­
lig e re n t ch iefs th a t  they  w ero dead— th a t  i f  e ith e r  killed  
an y b od y n ow , i t  w ould b e  o n e o f  th e  m ediu m s w ho w ould  
d ie, not th e  en em y  th e y  d esired  to  d e s tro y . T h e  cu rio u s  
co m b at th e n  closed , leaving th e  v is ito r  in  a  som ew h at 
b a tte re d  s ta te , w hile M rs. 0 .  w as fou n d  to  h a v e  su stain ed  
n o  in ju ry . T h is  m an ifestatio n — r a th e r  s ta r tlin g , i t  m u st  
b e  confessed— w as b u t a  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  o n e  o f  th e

•Biography of Mr. J .  H. Conant, the World’s Medium of the 
19th century, by Allen Putman, Boston, Wm. White 4c Co., 1873.
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ch a ra cte ristic  ph ases o f  undeveloped sp irit com m union  
a t  th a t  e a rly  day.

T he blessings, tr ia ls , a n d  u ses o f  a  m edium ’s life a re  
unfolded to  one’s g a z e  w ith ' a  life-like re a lity  which 
can n o t b u t be a  b en eficial su b je ct o f  stu d y to  o th er  
m edium s. M r s . C o n a n t, th o u g h  often  b ese t by -such 
undeveloped sp irits  as  th o se  m en tion ed  above, w as never  
w ithout a  b an d o f  w ise and p o w erfu l gu ard ian  spirits, 
whom she e a r ly  learn ed  to  know , a n d  whoso ju d gm en t 
and fidelity  sh e  fou n d , a f te r  te s tin g  th em  in m any ways, 
she cou ld  alw ay s t r u s t .  W h e n e v e r  she w en t co u n te r  to  
th eir advice and w arn in gs, she h ad cau se  to  re p e n t i t ; 
b u t th e y  n e v e r  a tte m p te d  to  co e rce  h e r  upon an y  course, 
how ever m u ch  th e y  m ig h t d esire  h e r  to  follow  it.

O f w h at a r e  ca lled  “ te s ts ,”  th e  book is full. Tho  
following is  on e o f  th em  :— A  G erm an , re ce n tly  arrived  
in A m erica , in  co n v e rs in g  on th e  su b je ct o f  Spiritu alism  
w ith a  firm b eliev er in  th a t  philosophy, w as ra th e r  
inclined to  d erid e i t ,  and ask ed  h is frien d if  th o  spirits  
could w rite  G erm an  th ro u g h  a  m edium  who did n o t know  
a  word o f  th e  la n g u ag e . T h e  rep ly  w as, u n h esitatin gly , 
“ Y e s ."  “ Im p ossib le  !”  exc la im ed  th e  new arrival. 
“ L e t  us go to  a  m edium  a n d  t r y  i t ,"  rep lied  th e  o th er. 
T hey w en t, a n d  w ere  in form ed by th e  con tro llin g  sp irit 
th a t i t  cou ld  n o t  be done th ro u g h  th a t  in stru m en t, but 
th a t if  th e y  w ould  g o  to  M r s . C o n an t, w hose add ress was 
given, th e y  w ould be su ccessfu l. N e ith e r  o f  th em  w ere  
acqu ainted  w ith  th e  lad y , b u t, acco rd in g  to  direction s1 
th ey  w en t im m ed iately  to  h e r  resid en ce . W ith o u t  
statin g  a t  all w h at th e y  d esired  to  ob tain  by th o  seance, 
th e y  receiv ed  a lm o st a t  o n ce  a  m essage, w ritte n  w ith th e  
u tm o st rap id ity  b y  th o  m ed iu m 's han d, in  G erm an , and  
d irected  to  th e  sce p tica l one. I t  p u rp o rted  to  com e  
from  his fa th e r , a n d  w as so c o r r e c t  in idiom , and tru e  in 
detail, th a t  th e  s ce p tic  b ecam e a n  e a rn e s t en q u irer, and  
finally a  firm  b eliev er in sp ir it com m u nion. N o  single  
te s t, how ever, c a n  eq u al in w eigh t th e  fa c t th a t  fo r  y ears  
M rs. C o n an t h as  been th e  m edium  fo r th e  w ell-know n  
F r e e  C ircle  o f  th e  B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t .  A s  bucIi she has 
given pu blic sean ces  th re e  tim es a  w eek, a t  which an  
in credible n u m b or o f  m essages have been received  
th ro u gh  h e r. A  still w id er p u b licity  h as been given  to  
th ese  m essages b y th e ir  p u b lication  w eek ly in tho B a n n er  
o f  L i g h t ;  h u n d red s o f  th e m  have been sub seq uently  
proved to  bo c o r r e c t  in a ll p a rticu la rs , w hile i t  is  claim ed  
th a t n o t o n e  h as  e v e r  been proved to  be a  failu re. This  
is, p erhap s, m o re  th a n  can  be said o f  an y  o th e r  public 
m edium . N e v e rth e le ss , wo can  assu ro  ou r read ers, from  
ou r ow n p e rso n a l e x p e rie n ce , th a t  th o u g h  w e m ay n o t  
have am on g u s  a n y  one m edium  th ro u g h  whom  su ch  
in variably  a c c u ra te  an d  diversified m an ifestation s m ay  
bo o b tain ed  as  th o se  g iven  th ro u g h  M rs . C o n an t, y e t  a ll  
th e  variou s p h en o m en a d escrib ed  in  th is  v e ry  ch arm in g  
book m ay b e  fou n d  am o n g  ou rselv es, s ca tte re d , indeed, 
am ong a  n u m b er o f  m edium s, and , a s  fa r  as  w e know, 
now here co n c e n tra te d  a ll in  on e, b u t in them selves, as  
in te re stin g  an d  in stru ctiv e  as  in th e  deserved ly  fam ous  
M rs. C on an t.

C U R I O S I T I E S  O F  C H A I R M A N S H I P .— M B S . 

T A P P A N ’S  O R A T I O N S :

Q uestions A skf.d op tiie  Chairman in  Concert 
H all, L iverpool, 26th, 27th, and 28th Auq., 1874.

(V e r b a t im  c o p ies )

1 .  C an  an im als r e a s o n ? — som e do, o th ers do- n o t, 
ap p aren tly .

2 .  A r e  th e  s ta r s  in h a b ite d ?— Spiritu alism , like as ­
tro n o m y , is  a  scie n ce . T h e re  a r e  sp irits  in  th e  flesh and  
sp irits  o u t  o f  th e  flesh , w ho affirm  th e  ex isten ce  o f  m o re  
in hab ited  w o rld s  th a n  on e, i .e . ,  th e  e a rth .

3 .  I s  i t  p o ssib le  to  fee l w ith o u t n e rv e s ? — Y e s ,  
certa in ly . S o m e an im als— th e  am roba, fo r  exam ple—  
e a t  w ith o u t a  s to m a ch , m ove w ith o u t m uscles and  
w ith o u t lim b s, b re a th e  w ith o u t lu n gs, and a r e  nourished  
w ith o u t blood. I n  fro g s , th e  n u tritiv e  fluid is  cold, n o t  
w arm .

4 .  W h a t  is  th e  size  o f  a  sou l ?— T h e size differs in  
differen t individu als. I n  som e an im al o rgan isation s i t  
is con sid erab le , in  o th e rs  i t  is  so ex trem ely  sm all as  n o t  
to  be ap p reciab le  to  m o rta l sense.

5 .  D o spirits know w hat th e  soul o f  m an is m ade o f ?
Y e s ; C « ,  H j*. Ng, O h . scientifically dem on strated .
C. I  can 'd o  all th e  trick s  o f Spiritu alism  w ithout a  

m ed iu m ; can  y o u ? — N o ;  and have no wish to  m ake  
th e ir  acquaintance.

7 .  W h a t  is S p iritu alism ?— I  hold “ Spiritu alism ” to  
be th e  nam e o f  th e  scien ce which has d em on strated  to  
hum an sense th a t all which exists in m an essen tially  is 
spirit, and th a t if wo a re  to  be happy in tim e o r  e tern ity , 
ou r life m ust conform  to  tho s ta te  o f a spiritual sphere  
by o r th rou gh  spiritual-m indedness— th a t  is, e xercise  in  
th e  holy affections o f  spirituality  o f  soul, lovo G od with  
all y o u r h e a r t  and m ind, and y o u r fellow -m an b etter  
th a n  yourself.

8 . H ow  do you know th a t Spiritualism  is really  tru e  ? 
— B y  th e  sam e ru le  th a t I  “ k n o w " th a t a  right-lined  
q u adrilateral figure, whose opposite sides aro  parallel, or 
equal to  a  long square, is a  p ara lle lo g ram ; o r  th a t  in 
th e  scien ce o f  geo m etry  also a  figure bounded by th ree  
lines and con tain in g th ree  angles is a  trian gle . T h at 
m eans, in p lain  E n glish , proof to  a  certain ty .

9 . D o es Spiritualism  prove th a t m an is im m ortal for  
e v e r ? — N o. W h e n  e te rn ity  is  ended, i t  will be tim e  
enough to  ta lk  ab o u t w hat is to  be done afterw ards.

10 . W h a t  does Spiritualism  say  o f  m o rality  and a  
h ealth y  life in th e  p resen t s ta te  o f  society  ?— T h a t he 
o r  sh e  is m o st m oral who does th e  m ost good— m aintains  
tr u e  p u ritan ism  o f body and soul, th a t is, avoids alcohol, 
to b acco , g lu tton y , and th e  follies o f  fashion, adhering  
only to  th e  law s o f  N a tu re  and th e  scien ce o f  health—  
in sh o rt, studies how  to  avoid th e  doctor.

1 1 . D oes Spiritualism  ag ree  w ith th eolo gy  about 
C h ris t? — I f  by C h ris t you m ean J e su s  o f  N a zare th , th e  
son o f a  P a lestin e  carp en ter, N o . I  can n o t answ er, 
how ever, for Spiritu alists in g e n e ra l; b u t  as y o u  address  
y o u r qu ery , like th e  o th ers, to  “  D r. W illiam  H itch -  
m an,”  I  do know  som ething o f  th a t individual spirit, 
a n d  h e  th ink s th a t  J e su s  o f  N azare th  w as th o  m ost 
glorious h ero  o f  sp iritu ality  o f soul th a t ever adorned  
th e  flesh and blood o f  hu m an ity , and th a t, to o , w ith th e  
m ajestic dignity and heavenly brightn ess o f  th e  D ivine  
P re se n ce . T heology , how ever, te lls  us th a t Je su s  was 
b o rn  .beforo his m oth er, and is o f  th e  sarno ag e  as  his  
FatheiY

1 2 . H ow  can  I  know th e  tr u th  ab o u t Spiritualism  for 
m y self?— A tte n d  a circle  and u se  y o u r com m on sense, 
as o th ers have done b efore you.

13 . W h a t  is s p ir it? — L ife  in a  higher and b e tte r  form . 
T h ro u g h o u t th e  W hole as'cent o f  being, from  m onad to  
m an , N a tu r e  is b u t a  prop notic hym n h erald in g th e  
ad v en t o f  a n  im m ortal soul.

14 . W h a t  a ro  th e  relations o f  sp irit and m a tte r  ?—
F o r  m yself, I  am  o f  opinion th a t  sp irit b ears .th e  sam e  
kind o f  relatio n  to  m a tte r— which is itse lf  nothing b u t  
a  sp h ere o f fo rce— as w ater does to  th e  gases o f  w hich  
i t  is com posed. N o  form  o f  m a tte r  is in dependent o f  
m ind. S p irit is an e th erea l substanco th a t  ap p ears and  
disappears. .

1 5 . I s  i t  tru o  th a t a  violin has talked to  y o u  in  th e  
G erm an  lan guage ?  I f  so , w hore ?— I t  is n o t t r u e  th a t  
a  violin has spoken to  m e in an y  d ia le c t ; b u t som e  
un seen in telligen ce, who says his nam e in  th e  flesh was 
“ H e r r  V a n  J o e l,” h as  answ ered m y questions m ost 
a ccu ra te ly  in G orm an, acco rd in g  to  th o  spirit-m ethod , 
and in  obedience to  m y req u est h as discou rsed  m o st 

.e lo q u en t and tru ly  delicious m u sic  to  a n d  fro  on  th e  
ceiling o f  M r. P a r r y ’s house, 1 4 2  S p en cer-stree t, E v e r-  
to n , w h ere resid es on e o f  th e  b est m edium s in th e  w orld, 
th ou g h  n o t  y e t  fully developed.

1 6 . W h a t  aro  S p iritu alists driving a t ? — I  do n o t  
know , since I  am  n o t th e ir  coachm an.

1 7 .  D o an y  learn ed  o r  scientific m en believe in  i t ? —  
Y e s , m an y thousands. A n d  even in L iverp oo l I  know  
th a t  m o re  th a n  a  sco re  o f  th e  m ost em in en t law yers, 
p arso n s,'an d  d o cto rs  believe in  i t  as firm ly as  does th e  
P sy ch o lo g ica l S o ciety  in Islin g to n  A ssem b ly  R o o m  o r  
o u t o f it . A t  least, clergym en an d  d o cto rs  h av e  w ritten  
to  m e, s ta tin g  th e  fa ct , and ask in g  perm ission  to  g o  to  
sean ces in L iverp oo l o r  th e  neighb ou rh ood , and th e y  
a re  som e o f  th e  m o st p o p u lar p reach ers. M a n  can n o t 
c re a te  th e  tr u th  o f  G od , ho can  only discover i t .  T he  
testim o n y  o f  a n  h o n est sw eep, th erefo re , who speaks
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tr u ly , is ju s t  as  valuablo as  th a t  o f  a p arso n , lo rd , or 
bishop.

1 8 . W h a t  does S p iritu alism  te a c h  ab o u t heaven and  
h e ll?— T h a t y o u  m ak e y o u r  ow n heaven o r  h ell sp iritu ally  
fo r  tim e  o r  e te rn ity .

19 . H a s  C h ristian ity  failed’ in  a n y  a g e  o r  n atio n  ?—  
N o , for th e  b e s t  o f  all . p ossib le reaso n s. N o “ a g e  o r  
n atio n ” h as y e t  p ra ctise d  C h ris tian ity  in  th e  form  o f  th e  
relig ion  o f  J e s u s .

2 0 .  W h y  do sp irits  who com m u n e w ith  m o rta ls  ta lk  
n o n sen se  an d  m ak e ridicu lou s m ateria listic  sign s and  
w onders ?— B e ca u s e  sp iritu al teach in g s a re  o ften  th e  
re su lt  o f  m o rta l “  ed u cation ,’, w hich la t te r  h as h ith erto  
p a rta k e n  la rg e ly  o f  “ n o n s e n s e a n d  th e  “  sign s and  
w o n d ers” a re  j u s t  th oso in which m aterialists  o r  se cu la r­
is ts  d e lig h t to  w itness and believe.

2 1 .  W h a t  does Spiritu alism  a s s e r t  to  bo th e  ch ief

d o ctrin e  o f  o rth o d o x  ch u rch e s  in C h risten d o m  ?— L oaves  
and fishes.

T h e  an sw erin g  o f  th e se  q u estion s b y  th e  chairm an, 
D r. W illia m  H itch m a n , p re sid e n t an d  fou n d er of 
L iv erp o o l A n th ro p o lo g ica l S o cie ty , w as re ce iv ed  w ith  
lo u d  ch eers  ag ain  and ag ain  rep eated .— T h e  M ed iu m  and  
D a y b rea k , 4 th  S ep tem b er, 1 8 7 4 .
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