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T h e  m o st re m a rk a b le  re co rd  o f  S p irit m anifestations  

th a t h u m an  l i te ra tu r e  co n ta in s— th e  B ible— speaks in 

certain  p assages p lain ly , a n d  in  o th ers ob scu rely , o f  

“ O pen V isio n ,” as  a t  o n e  tim e  com m on to  som e ra ce s  of 

m en, am o n g  w hom  it  afterw ard s becam e m ore ra re . T he  

ch a ra cte r  o f  th e  r e co rd  is , ho w ever, to o  frag m en tary _ 

and to o  l i t t le  h isto rica l to  p e rm it of o u r  knowing  

e x a ctly  in w h at th is  “ O p en  V isio n " consisted . B u t  by 

glan cin g  a t  th e  e a r ly  h isto ry  o f  o th e r  n ation s, w e m ay  

g ath er th e  p ro b ab ility  th a t  i t  differed w idely w ith  

different people. A m o n g  th e  G re e k s , tra n c e  o r  oracle  

speaking seem s to  h av e  been th e  m o st com m on form  

o f S p irit-co m m u n ion , w hile am on g th e  R o m an s th e  te n ­

d en cy  w as r a th e r  to  w h at is  now  called im pressional 

m edium ship th a n  to  a c tu a l vision. E v ery w h ere  i t  ran  

in to  th e  g ro s s e s t su p e rs titio n  an d  p rie s tc ra ft, as  i t  m ust 

do w h en ever th e r e  is  li ttle  o r  n o cu ltu re  o f  positive  

know ledge, an d  n o h a b it o f  e x a c t  th o u g h t. T h e  rich ost 

soils p ro d u ce  th e  ra n k e s t w eeds, w hen left u n cu ltivated .

B u t i t  is  n o t  w ith  th e  h isto rica l p a r t  o f  th e  sub ject 

th a t  w e w ould  d eal, fu r th e r  th a n  as  p a s t  exp erien ce  m ay  

p rov e a n  in d ex  to  a  daw nin g fu tu re . T h a t “  O pen  

V isio n " did o n ce  com m on ly  e x is t  am on g Je w ish  and  

o th e r E a s te r n  n a tio n s, th e  b est com pilation s o f  sp iritu al 

exp erien ces w e possess plain ly  d e cla re . T h e  leg en d ary  

h isto ry  o f  m o st o th e r  n a tio n s  confirm  th e  s ta te m e n t, and 

i t  a p p ears  h ig h ly  p rob ab le— i f  com in g even ts do ca s t  

th e ir  shadow s b efo re— th a t  th is  “ O pen V ision ”  is ab o u t 

to  be re sto re d  t o  e a r th  am o n g  o u r  ow n ra ce s , n o t as  a 

rem ark ab le  a n d  an o m alou s g i f t  to  a  few , b u t as th e  com ­

m on h e r ita g e , u n so u g h t a n d  o ften  unw ished fo r. A  

co n sid eratio n  o f  so m e o f  th e  fa c ts  th a t  have led u s  to  

th is  con clu sion  m a y  possib ly b rin g  o u r  read ers  to  th e  

Bame co n v ictio n .

T h e  s ta r tlin g  a n d  e n tire ly  n ew  ph ases o f  m anifesta-

tions which have been developed o f  la te  y e a rs— such as 

sp irit photographs, m aterialization o f  form , & c.— plainly  

p oin t to  a  vast and ever in creasin g  pow er am o n g  sp irits  

to  effect th eir purposes, and to  o p e ra te  upon m a tte r . 

T o w hat this is due we do n o t v e ry  well know , n o r  is  i t  

m uch to  ou r p resen t purpose to  sp ecu la te  as  to  th e  

cause ; th e  incontrovertible fa ct , and itB probable con se­

quences, are  all to  which w e desire a t  p resen t to  draw  

a tte n tio n . O f  th e  reality  of th e  fa ct , all a re  well aw are  

who have followed th e  co u rse  o f  sp iritu alistic p h eno­

m ena for th e  la s t five o r te n  years. T h ose o f  o u r  read ers  

who have n o t done so, will find th e se  p h enom en a ably  

sta ted , and th e ir  im p o rtan ce  duly sum m ed u p  in M r .  

W a lla ce 's  “ D efence o f  M o d em  Sp iritu a lism ,"  originally  

published in th o  Fo rtnigh tly  R eview  for M a y  and J u n e , and  

p artly  republished in th e  H a rb in g e r  o f  L ig h t  o f  A u g u st  

and S ep tem ber. W e  m ay also  re fe r  th em  to  a  previous  

artic le  by W m . C rooks, F .R .S .,  E d ito r  o f  th e  Q u arterly  

J o u r n a l o f  Science, which was repub lish ed w ith th e  

H a r b in g e r  o f  J u n e .

B u t th e re  is also an o th er class o f  sp ir it ph enom ena, 

larg ely  on th e  in crease, o ccu rrin g  a p a r t  from  th e  inves­

tig atio n s o f inquirers, o r  th e  a ttem p ted  e xp o su res  o f  

scientific m en. T o th ese un sou gh t sp on tan eou s p h en o ­

m en a w e w ould especially d irect th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th o se  

who seek to  read  arig h t th e  sign s o f  th e  tim es, a s  afford­

ing significant in dication  o f th e  overw h elm ing fo rce  w ith  

w hich o u r  sp irit frien ds will probably e re  lo n g  c le a r  

aw ay th e  clouds from  b efore a ll ey es , and m ak e th e m ­

selves fam iliarly m an ifest am ong m ankind. T h s  D a ily  

T elegragh  is  certain ly  no ad v ocate  o f  Sp iritu alism , y e t  

tw ice  w ithin a  m onth , recen tly , has i t  g iven  to  th e  p u b lic  

a  n a rra tiv e  o f  incidents, th e  m eaning a n d  origin  o f  w hich  

n o S p iritu alist can  fo r  a  m om en t d o u b t, and w hich few  

even ou tside o u r  ran k s w ould h av e  th e  h ard ih oo d  to  

deny as belonging to  th o se  p h enom en a w h ich  have  

alw ays existed  in  th e  w o rld , how ever m u ch  i t  m ig h t be 

th e  fashion to  ig n o re  th e m , and w hich th e  know n law s  

o f  n a tu ra l scien ce , a p a r t  from  S p iritu alism , c a n n o t e x ­

plain. T h ese spon tan eous p h enom en a d o n o t hap pen  

on ly  in d istan t lan ds, am o n g  people w e do n o t know , 

a n d  to  professing m ed iu m s an d  believers, b u t a r e  ta k in g  

p la ce  in th is v e ry  co u n try , in o u r  ow n m i d s t ; o ccu rrin g  
to  people who n e ith e r seek  th em , n o r  a r e  w illin g to  be­
lieve in them .
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I n  o n e p la ce , su ch  a  p erso n , a f te r  re tir in g  to  r e s t  as  

u su al, w as arou sed  by h earin g  so m e one playin g on  th e  

p ian o. T h in k in g  som e in tru d e r  had en tered  th e  house, 

th e  m a ste r  o f  th e  h o u se w en t to  e je c t  him w ithout 

cerem o n y . H o  foun d a  s tr a n g e r  p layin g  upon  

th e  p ian o  m u sic  o f  th e  h ig h est c h a ra c te r . O n  his  

e n tra n ce , th e  s tra n g e r  a ro se , tu rn e d  to  him  as  

i f  to  g r e e t  him , seem ed to  en d eav o u r to  co m ­

m u n ica te  w ith him  fu rth e r , b u t finding th e  a t­

te m p t vain , p assed  ¡ o u t o f  th e  room  clo se  to  him j 

a n d  d isap p eared  from  his s ig h t. S im ilar visits becam e  

o f  fre q u e n t o ccu rre n ce  su b seq u en tly , and a t  la s t co n ­

vin ced  th e  gen tlem an  and his fam ily  th a t  th e ir  visitor  

w as n o  lo n g er in m o rtal flesh.

L e s s  th a n  a  y e a r  ago , a  c ircu m sta n ce  o f  a  som ew hat 

sim ilar c h a r a c te r  hap pen ed in th e  s tre e ts  o f  M elb ou rn e  

to  tw o  gen tlem en  o f  kn ow n c h a r a c te r  and position, 

n e ith e r  o f  whom  w ere  a t  th a t  tim e  S p iritu alists , n o r  

h av e th e y  s in ce  b ecom e so in  a n y  sen se  o f th e  te rm ,  

th o u g h  th e  sequ el h as  m o re  th a n  e v e r  im pressed  th em  

w ith  th e  un u su al and su p ra-m u n d an e n a tu re  o f  th e  

o ccu rre n ce . T h ese  g en tlem en  w ere  w alking to g e th e r  in 

th e  dusk o f  th e  even in g in S p rin g -s tre e t , n e a r  th e  P a r ­

liam en t H o u se , on  th a t  sid e o f  th e  s tr e e t  w hich, as  m ost 

o f  o u r  re a d e rs  w ill know , has n o o th e r  buildings in th e  

im m ed iate  neighb ou rh ood , w hen one o f  th em  sta rte d  

asid e  w ith  a n  exclam atio n  o f  su rp rise . A  p asser-b y  had  

n early  ru n  a g a in st him , a p p a re n tly  in ten tion ally . H is  

com panion had also  seen  th e  ru d e o r  care less  actio n , and  

p u t u p  his h an d to  p r o te c t  h im self  from  a  collision- 

B o th  gen tlem en  im m ed iately lo ok ed  in ev ery  d irection  

fo r  th e  p e rp e tra to r  o f  th e  ru d en ess, b u t th e ir  su rp rise  

w as g r e a tly  in creased  on finding th a t  th e  w ide open  

sp a ce  ab o u t th em  w as v acan t, no o n e  b ein g  w ithin sig h t  

b u t th em selv es. B o th  fe lt c e rta in  th a t  som eth in g  had  

p assed  clo se  by t h e m ; b o th  had seen  th e  sam e in ­

d is tin c t o b je c t and th e  sam e ac tio n , and th e  sud den  

ap p aritio n  w as eq u ally  in exp licab le  to  b o th . T h e  in ci­

d e n t b ecam e pu blic a t  th e  tim e , th ro u g h  th e  daily  

p ap ers , an d  th e  S p rin g -s tre e t g h o s t ,  as  i t  w as ca lled  

e x c ite d  a  g o o d  d eal o f  rid icu le  from  Borne, and revived  

n o t a  few  p ara lle l n a rra tiv e s  from  o th e rs , w ho, th ough  

th e y  w ould h av e  sh ru n k  w ith  h o rro r  from  th e  ob noxious  

n am e o f  S p iritu alists , h ad  sufficient co u ra g e  to  g ive  

th e ir  co n firm ato ry  evidence, u n d er co v er o f  a  new sp ap er  

s ig n a tu re , w hen som ebody e lse  h ad  le d  th e  w ay. A s  

tim e  passed o n , how ever, and n o  exp lan atio n  w as 

a rriv e d  a t ,  b o th  p u b lic  an d  p riv a te  in te r e s t  in th e  m a tte r  

cooled . T h e  g e n tle m a n  p rin cip ally  co n ce rn e d  foun d  

h im self  b efo re  lo n g  involved in  c ircu m sta n ce s  o f  such  

p ain fu l difficulty as  d rov e fo r  th e  tim e  a ll  o th e r  th o u g h ts  

from  h is m ind. A  su d d en  a n d  v io len t d e a th  rem ov ed  a  

n e a r  an d  d e a r frien d , and h e  h im self w as su b jected  to  a  

p r o tr a c te d  t r ia l  fo r  h is  life , u n d e r  p ecu liarly  d istressin g  

co n d itio n s. M o n th s  o f  m en tal an g u ish  and varied  suffer­

in g  p assed  o v er him , a n d  i t  w as n o t  u n til th e y  w ere  

p a sse d  t h a t  h is  com p an ion  o n  th a t  rem ark ab le  even in g  

su g g e ste d  to  h im , th a t ,  i f  th e re  w ere  a n y  t r u t h  in  th e  

old S c o tc h  n o tio n  o f  “  w ra ith s ,”  o r  w arn in g sp irits , he 

h a d  g o o d  re a so n  f o r  su p p osin g  th e ir  S p rin g -s tre e t ap p a­

r itio n  m ig h t h av e  b e e n  on e. B u t ,  su p p osin g  th is  w ere  

so—a su p p o sitio n  w e  fre e ly  a d m it to  be u n su scep tib le  o f

proof— o f  w h a t avail, says th e  ca v ille r, is a  w arning so 

in d istin ct, so  sh ad ow y, so  im p e r fe c t?  W ith  the  

S p iritu alis ts  su ch  a n  ob jectio n  w ould have little  weight, 

T h e  d esire  o f  sp irits  to  co m m u n ica te  w ith th ose they  

love and seek  to  g u ard , on  th e  e a r th , m ay  often  bp much 

g r e a te r  th a n  th e ir  p o w er to  do so. T h is w ould m ore  

esp ecially  th e  c a se  w h ere  th e r e  w as n e ith e r a  tendency  

to  th e  m ed iu m istic o rg a n iz a tio n , a  h a b it o f  seeking such 

com m u n io n , n o r  a  b elief in  th e  possibility  o f  it . U n der  

th ese  c ircu m sta n ce s  w e c a n  w ell p ic tu re  to  ourselves the  

e a rn e s t b u t vain effo rts  o f  th e  gu ard ian  sp irits  to  im ­

p ress  th e ir  c h a r g e  in  an y  effectu al m anner w ith his 

im pen din g d a n g e r ; and w e  c a n  w ell u n d erstan d  th a t, so 

lo n g  as  a  v e il o f  in cre d u lity  h an g s b etw een  th e  two 

w orlds, th o se  e a rn e s t and p a ss io n a te  efforts to  help us 

m u st b e  fu tile . B u t  th e  e v id e n ce  o f  su ch  efforts, taken  

in co n n e c tio n  w ith o th e r  in cid en ts , th a t  seem  to  point 

c le a rly  to  th e  rem o v al o f  th is  v eil, lead  us to  th e  hope, 

an d  th e  belief, th a t  th e  tim e  o f  “ O p en  V isio n " is again 

a b o u t to  be re sto re d  to  e a r th , b r ig h te r , fu ller, and more 

helpful th a n  i t  co u ld  p o ssib ly  bo in  th e  d ark  old times. 

O u r frien d s on  th e  o th e r  side o f  th e  veil m ay  require to  

begin up on p ecu liarly  su sce p tib le  o rgan izatio n s, may 

su cceed  im p erfectly  in th e ir  f irs t  a tte m p ts , o r may 

u tte r ly  fail in  th is  o r  th a t  i n s t a n c e ; b u t th e  immense 

in crease  o f  th e ir  p o w e r  t o  m a n ife s t th em selves which 

h as m ark ed  th e  la s t  tw en ty -fiv e  y e a rs — and m ore espe­

cia lly  th e  la s t  five— is a  p re g n a n t p ro m ise  o f th e  rapid 

in crease  o f  th a t  p o w er in  th e  fu tu re , n o t  on ly  indepen­

d e n t o f  o u r  p o o r effo rts  to  aid i t ,  b u t  in sp ite  o f  all that 

can  be d o n e to  h in d er it.

B y  faith  se cu re ly  b ased  on  f a c t , w e see before the  

h u m an  r a c e  a  co m in g  tim e , w h en  th e  veil betw een the 

tw o w orlds shall be so th in  t h a t  th e  u n hap py m aterial­

ism  o f  o u r  d ay s, in  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  o u t  o f  it , will be 

n o  lo n g e r  possib le, even  to  th e  m o s t doub tin g disposi­

tio n s ;  w hen th e  lig h t o f  th e  s p ir it  w o rld  will shine soft 

and sooth in g  u p o n  th e  tr ia ls  o f  o u r  ch eq u ered  m ortal 

l i f e ; w h en  th e ir  w id er a n d  r ic h e r  e x p e rie n ce  will help 

o u r  ig n o ra n ce , ev en  a s  a m o n g st ou rselv es th e  adult 

te a ch e s  a n d  h elp s  th e  y o u th . W o  sh all n o t then need 

to  g o  su p erstitio u sly  to  “  w izard s t h a t  peep and m u tter,’ 

as  w as done o f  o ld  ;  n o r  a s  wo m u s t n o w  do to  m ediums, 

who o ften  b ecom e th e  ch an n els  o f  o u r  com m u nication at 

g r e a t  sacrifice  to  th em selv es. B u t  in  th a t  com ing tim e  

e v e ry  g r ie f  w ill b e  so o th ed , e v e ry  lo ss  m ade bearable, 

an d  m an y  a d a n g e r , m an y  a  m istak e , w ill be avoided, by 

d ire c t  in te rco u rse  w ith  a n g e l frien d s, w ho even now  

acco m p an y e a ch  ch ild  o f  e a r th  th ro u g h o u t his pilgrim ­

a g e , b u t  w ho c a n n o t now  re a ch  th e  d u ll senses o f  m ore 

th a n  one in  seven , a n d  w ho w ill th e n  be audible, visible 

tan gib le , t o  e v e ry o n e  am o n g  u s . G o d  speed th a t happy 

tim e , th a t  h a rv e s t tim e  o f  e a r th , th e  G o ld en  A g e  th a t is 

y e t  to  b e !

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  F B O M  T H E  L A T E  B E V . P .  
M E N Z I E S .

A t  a  p r iv a te  c irc le  h e ld  in  M e lb o u rn e  in  J u n e  last, 
th e  m ed iu m  (w ho u su ally  p assed  in to  th e  tra n c e  state  
tra n q u illy ) ap p eared  t o  be sufferin g p ain , and difficulty 
o f  re sp ira tio n . H o  p la ce d  h is h an d  on  his ch est, ana  
a p p a re n tly  w ith  g r e a t  e ffo rt th e  co n tro llin g  influence 
sp ok e th ro u g h  him  t o  a  m em b er o f  th e  c ir c le , thanking  
him  f o r  som e w o rd s sp ok en  b y  h im  b efo re  th e  speaker
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left the body, w hich had been o f  valu e to  him  in his, new 
state . H e  r e g re t te d  his inability  to  co n tro l th e  medium, 
and prom ised to  re tu r n  w hen s tro n g e r. T he gentlem an  
asked who th e  sp ir it w as, and w ith an effort th e  nam e  
“ M cnzios” w as sp ok en . I t  app eared  th a t ou r friend 
had had several co n v ersa tio n s w ith th e  la te  M r. M enzics 
during his illness on su b jects  co n n ected  w ith the futu re  
state , and th a t M r . M . had exh ib ited  a  deep in terest in 
our friend’s view s, w hich w ere  on th e  sp iritu alistic basis 
On th e  6 th  a n d  2 7 th  J u ly  th e  m edium  w as again con trol, 
led ,th e co n tro l im p rovin g  on  each  occasion ,an d  on August 
24th  a m u ch  fu ller com m u n ication  w as received. T he tone  
o f voice and s ty le  o f  elo cu tio n  w ere to ta lly  d istin ct from  
th a t o f  th e  m ed iu m , an d  w ere  recogn ised  bv several

E resen t as p ecu liar to  M r . M enzies. T h e  following are  
teral tra n s c rip ts  o f  th e  sh orth an d  n otes tak en  a t  the | 

tim es m entioned . W o  th in k  th e  m a tte r  b ears internal 
evidence o f  th e  a u th e n tic ity  o f  th e  sou rce  from  which it 
professes to  com e.

6 th  J u ly , 1874 .
M v Dear old F riend,— I  feel gratefu l for th e  seeds  

of tru th  y o u  w ere in stru m en ta l in im planting in my 
th irsty , fam ishing sou l. I  h av e  been aw ay ; I  have seen  
many th in g s fa r  beyond m y com prehension— scen es th at  
language w ould fail to  d escrib e— y o t will I  end eavou r to  
so form  m y w ord s, in tim e  to  com e, th a t I  m ay en larg e and  
endeavour to  so o p en -o u t y o u r  m inds th a t y o u  m ay have 
a  fo re ta ste  o f  h eavenly  ligh t w hile b attlin g  with th e  
things o f  tim e  a n d  sense. T ru ly  th e re  is a  life, th ero  is 
a  s ta te , th a t  i t  h as  n o t e n te re d  in to  th e  h e a r t  o f m an— it  
is  beyond his com p reh en sio n  fo r  one m om ent— to  eon- 
ceivo ; th e ro  is  a  life o f  sp irit ; th e re  is an  unfolding of 
th e  earth ly  bud— so g ra n d , so infinitely gran d , in com ­
parison w ith  th e  fin est and m o st G od-like developm ent 
o f th is, y o u r e a r th .

I  m ay  n o t  in te r ru p t y o u r  c ircle  to -n igh t, b u t having 
prom ised y o u  th a t  1  w ould re tu rn  w hen m y stren g th  
would p erm it, I  h av e  com e, j u s t  th a t  I  m ay rem ind you  
th a t I  still b e a r  a  s tro n g , s tro n g  feeling o f gratitu d e  
tow ard s y o u  fo r  h av in g assisted  m e to  app roach  th e  
lig h t, th o u g h  I  knew  it  n o t, th ou g h  I  could n o t u n d er­
stand it , fo r  i t  w as n o t o f  e a r th . D ark n ess I  clu n g to, 
ra th e r  th a n  lig h t, b ecau se  o f  m y pride ; b ecau se o f th é  
su p erstition  th a t  su rro u n d ed  m o as a  veil ; b ecau se o f  
m y e a rly  ed u ca tio n , and th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  in which I  
w as placed . A ll  th e se  tilin g s k e p t m e back , prevented  
mo from  d eriv in g  th a t  benefit w hich I  ou gh t to  have  
received from  in fo rm atio n  given  from  tim e to  tim e by  
you. N o w , how ever, I  am  ab le  to  u n derstand b etter  
m any o f  th e  l i t t le  su g g estio n s, m an y o f  th e  little  s ta te ­
m en ts th a t  fell up on  m e so s tra n g e ly . I  am  grow ing  
stro n g , daily  I  am  g ro w in g  s tro n g e r, and m o re  conscious  
am  I  th a t  tlio re  is  a  w ork  to  perform  ; a  w ork  in which  
I  shall b e  en g ag ed , and w ill, in th e  fu tu re , bo o f  g re a te r  
service  to  m ankind th a n  i f  I  w ere  y e t  a  m em ber o f  yo u r  

. earth ly  so c ie ty , still en g ag ed  in p reach in g  a  diluted  form  
o f pagan ism . N evortlielesB , w e t r u s t  th a t th e  w ork of 
tru th  will go  ra p id ly  on , w h eth er i t  be from  th e  P re sb y ­
te ria n  p la tfo rm  o r  p u lp it, o r  from  th e  m edium s o f th e  
p resen t d ay , so th a t  th e  con d ition  o f  m an  m ay be lifted  
to  such a  s ta te  th a t  h e  m ay  w elcom e th e  new  ligh t, th e  
m o re a d v an ced  tr u th — tru ly  m o re  e xce llen t, m ore p re­
cious to  him — th a t  i t  m ay bo b ro u g h t w ithin his n atu ra l 
com p reh en sio n . "W ith th is , good night.

27th July, 1874.
M y  D e a r  F r ie n d s ,— B efore y o u r  g u id e tak es  con­

tro l o f  th e  m edium  I  m ay  b e  p erm itted  to  speak a  few  
w ord s to  y o u . I  a m  p leased  alw ays to  avail m yself of  
th e  o p p o rtu n ity , and lo ok  fo rw ard  to  th a t  tim e w hen I  
shall have m o re  p o w er o v er th e  m edium , and o p p o rtu ­
n ities  given  to  co m m u n ica te  w h a t I  conceive m ay be for 
th e  ben efit o f  y o u r  c irc le . T ru ly , i t  is  m ore fo r  satis­
factio n  to  m y se lf  a t  p re se n t, th a n  fo r  an y  p leasu re th a t  
I  m ay h o p e o n  y o u r  p a rt. I  am  n o t w ell acqu ainted  
w ith  th e  n e ce ssa ry  cond itions, b u t I  ju d g e  th a t  th e  circle  
is  n o t  th is  even in g  in  su ch  a  g o o d  and re ce p tiv e  s ta te  for  
co n tro l as  I  h av e  b efore  foun d i t .  T  find th e re  is  a  diffi­
c u lty  in  a p p ro ach in g  n e a r  to  y o u , an d . still a  g re a te r  
difficulty in  co n tro llin g  th e  m ed iu m . I t  o ccu rs  to  m e  
n o w  th a t  I  h a v e  a  b e t te r  k n ow led ge o f  th e  p o w er o f  th e

j sp irit world, th a t m any o f  th e  im pressions I  had w hen in 
. e a r 'h  life cam e d irect from th a t w orld— im pressions  
| made upon my mind by som e d ep arted  friend o r lover o f  
j tru th . M y soul frequently bu rn ed, as  i t  w ere ,— felt a  
j w arm th I  did n o t alw ays acco u n t for. I t  still rem ains a  

m ystery  to  m e because now th a t 1 have a tta in ed  to  th is  
j new s ta te  o f  being, new exp erien ces, 1 am  n o t able to  
| form, a  c o rre c t estim ate  o f  th e  sensations o f  e a rth  life—  

those o f  tlio body. Still I  find g re a t benefit from  my 
earth  exp erien ces, n on th a t 1 see  th em  in th is new light. 
M any tru th s  m ay be found w ithin th e  covers o f  th e  
sacred book,— sacred because i t  has b ro u g h t co m fo rt to  
th e  souls o f so m any in all ag e s— sacred  to  m e now  
because- I se c  th e  g erm s, th e  .liv in g  germ s, o f  tru th  
com ing m ore brilliantly o u t as  I  b e tte r  u n d erstan d  th e  
tru e  principles o f  unfoldm ent. W o rd s  th a t w ere clothed  
in m ystery , surrounded by doub t and u n ce rta in ty , in ex­
plicable when overh ung w ith th e  dark cu rta in s  o f  o rth o ­
d o xy , now becom e briglit as noon-day, becau se all th a t  
lives o f th eory  in th e  sp iritu al world is tr u th — all th a t is 
earth ly  and false rem ains o f  th e  e a rth . O n ly th e  sp irit 
o f m an passos aw ay, while his body re tu rn s  to  dust, 
and it  is  so w ith his teach in gs— only th a t p o rtion  is 
im m ortal th a t b ears th e  im press o f  divinity. I  have  
learned m ore o f th e  ch a ra cte r  o f  Je su s  since I  en tered  
th e  sp irit w orld th an  during th e  w hole tim o 1 lived on  
earth , though o f th e  records available I  r e a d , th ou g h  I  
was well acquainted with th e  variou s opinions o f  m ost 
advanced scholars, and all th e  lig h t th e y  cou ld  th ro w  
upon th e  w ords of th a t book seem ed insufficient to  b rin g  
o u t the tru e  ch a ra cte r  o f  th e  m an u n d er ou r con sid era­
tion , because he is  considered am on g Christians as  a  
second p a r t  o f  deity, which evidently robs him  o f  th a t  
w hich w ould seem  in a m an m o st glorious. I n  him  th e re  
w ero all th e  excellen cies o f  a  well developed hum an  
being— a  m ost loveable ch aracter, and it  is  on ly  whon in 
th e  light o f deity  th a t th e  hum an m ind fails to  fully  
realise th e  excellencies o f  his individuality. T h is I  have  
been able to  do ; I  see th e  possibility o f  m an a tta in in g  
to  th a t s ta te  ; I  soe under lavorablo circu m stan ces  how  
m uch good a  well organised being m ay accom p lish  in  life, 
— and again  th e re  is a g re a t conn exion b etw een  a  know ­
ledge o f  th is and o f th e  sup erstition s, dark m ysteries  
th a t a t  th e  p resen t day p erp lex poople on e a r th , fo r  if  
th e y  have n o t Je su s  of N azare th  th e y  have o th e r  g o d s ; 
and to  believe in th e  efficacy o f a  good m an 's  life ra th e r  
th an  to  cu ltiv ate  th eir ow n, ra th e r  th an  to  develope th e  
excellencies within, is injurious in prin ciple and m u st  
end in dissatisfaction and grief.

I  hope, as  soon as th e  conditions o f  th is c ircle  becom e  
m ore suited to  m e, and I  to  it, to  bo qble to  o n te r  m ore  
fully in to  a  review  o f my new th ou g h ts, for th ey  a re  
indeed new— o r th ey  m ay bo old th o u g h ts  re-clo tlied  in  
new  garm en ts th at m ake th em  ap p ear as  new . I  do n o t  
feel m yself a  s tra n g e r  in this c ir c lo ; I  draw  to w ard s you  
w ith a s tro n g  feeling o f  brotherhood, a n d  th is  even in g as  
I  ap p roach ed n e a r to th e  medium  I  h eard  th e  w ord s o f  
th e  invocation in which you w ore en gaged , a n d  in  w hich  
you desired th e  assistan ce  o f b ro th ers  in th e  sp irit  
w orld. T h e  voice seem ed so fam iliar to  m o th a t  I  fe lt  
encou raged to  ap p roach  and see  if  I  could be ot serv ice  
to  y o u r°circle . T o be so w ould g ra tify  m o im m en sely, 
and I  look forw ard, I  m ay say , w ith m o re  p leasu re  th a n  
I  can  describe to  th e  tim e w hen m y id eas shall b e  c le a rly  
recognised , and fluently exp ressed  b y th is m eans. I n  
th e  m eantim e I  shall w ithdraw  to  a sh o rt d is ta n c e ; I  
shall observe th e  p rog ress o f  th e  circle , and tr u s t  th a t  
th e  con trollin g influence m ay su cceed  b e tte r  th a n  I  have  
done. K in d  rem em brances to  a ll m y friends.

2 4 th  A u g u st, 1 8 7 4 .

M y  D e a r  F r ie n d s ,— F o r  a  fow  m inu tes I  am  p e r­
m itted  by y o u r kind c ircle  to- give ven t to  th e  s tro n g  
feelings o f  g ra titu d e  I  possess, and a t  th e  sam e tim e  
have th a t  p ra c tice  which is essen tial to  th e  p e rfe c t co n ­
tr o l  o f  th e  m edium  th ro u gh  w hom  in fu tu re  tim e  i t  m ay  
be m y g re a t p leasu re  to  speak m o re  fu lly . A m on g th e  
m any th in g s  th a t  app ear s tran g e, and esp ecially  in te re st­
in g  to  m e in th e  sp irit w orld , i f  th e re  is  one f a c t  m o re  
in te re stin g  and in stru ctiv e  th an  an o th er, i t  is  th e  varied  
m anifestation  o f  th o u g h t and individuality. O n  e a rth  
y o u  have y o u r variou s rep resen ta tiv es  o f  th e  scientific
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sch o o l, e a c h  givin g th e ir  individual id ea re sp ectin g  th e  
n a tu r e  o f  m an  a n d  th e  n a tu ra l u n fo ld m en t o f  th e  world  
in  w h ich  h e  lives, b u t  who can  form  th e  le a st id ea  o f  
th o s e  th in g s  w hich a r e  hidd en in th e  d ista n t p a s t  w ith  
no m eans e x c e p t th e  law s o f  n a tu re  to  give th a t  k ey  by  
w h ich  th e  d oors m ay  b e  op ened a n d  th e  vision p erm itted  
to  g a th e r  w ith in  i t s . c ircle  th e  variou s develop m en ts  
th ro u g h o u t tim es p ast ?  T h eologian s have ta u g h t, i t  is 
t r u e , an d  should h av e  th e  re s p e c t th a t  is du e to  th em . I  
am  co n v in ced , how ever, from  ob servation  b o th  upon earth  
and in  th e  sp h eres  th a t  th e  m ost c o r re c t  exp lan atio n  o f  
th e  d ev elop m en t o f  n a tu re  is from  th e  scientific s tan d ­
p o in t. Y o u  h av e  y o u r  H u x le y  a n d  y o u r D arw in , and  
th e se  m en  have d o n e m u ch  to  u n rav el m an y m y steries  of 
p a s t  tim e s . T h e y  h av e  p rep ared  th e  k ey ston e, b u t a re  
un ab le to  fix i t  in th e  g r e a t  a rch  th a t  re p re se n ts  creation . 
T h e y  have a rran g ed , th e y  have b u ilt s tro n g ly  th e  fou n d a­
tio n , and s to n e  b y s to n e  has b een  laid  un til th e  vast 
s tr u c tu r e  is  all b u t com p lete , y e t  it is tru e  i t  stan d s upon  
a  su p p o rt th a t  m u st r o t  and pass aw ay if  i t  b e  n o t keyed  
w ith  th a t  s to n e  which re p re se n ts  beyond all o th ers  pow er  
a n d  s tre n g th — th e  sp ir it o f th e  im m o rtal being develop­
in g  itse lf  from  ev ery  lo w er s ta g e  to  s tag es  y e t  to  com e. 
T h is  I  believe is rep resen ted  in th e  philosophy th a t  is 
h ig h e r  th a n  all o t h e r s ; ev en  th is  m u ch  I  h av e  ascerta in ed , 
a n d  i t  m ay  be foun d am o n g  th o se  who c a ll th em selves  
sp iritu alists . H o w  hap py should th e  m an be who, having  
a ll o th e r  know ledge, will be ab le  to  g iv e  to  e rr in g  m en  
th is  g ran d  essen tial— above all th in g s  else  so g ra n d — th e  
k e y sto n e  o f  all th e  re st . W ith o u t  i t  th e  w hole s tru c tu re  
fa lls  ; i t  m a tte rs  n o t  how lo n g  i t  has tak en  to  build— it  
is  o f  li ttle  im p o rtan ce  w h eth er th e  foun dation  is well and  
soun dly laid , w h eth er th e  ston es be p e rfe ct o r  th e  m asonry  
w ith o u t fau lt— i t  is  useless— i t  will n o t s tan d  w ith o u t 
th is  g r e a t  p rin cip le , and hap py is  th e  m an th ro u g h  whom  
su ch  in fo rm atio n  com es. I t  is  in deed a  p leasu re  to  
p o ssess books, to  h av e  b efore y o u  a  v a s t m ap , a  re co rd  o f  
th e  th o u g h ts  o f  all g r e a t  m en. W h ile  on e a r th  I  co n si­
d ered  th is  to  be a  p le a su re  ; I  still th in k  it  a  p leasu re  to  
th o se  w ho a r e  on e a r th , and y o u  m ay im ag in e  how m uch  
I  ap p recia te  th a t  p o w er o f th e  sp irit, o f  th e  disem bodied  
soul, th e  free , th e  lib erated  m an, th a t  c a n  g o  fo rth  and  
re a d  th o se  books in livin g c h a ra c te rs  up on  th e  m inds o f  
th o se  ab o u t th em . G re a t m en, th o u g h  fa r  d ista n t, have  
th e ir  p rin cip les w ritte n  in th e  influence th a t  su rro u n d s  
th em — tru th  a n d  kn ow ledge, lo ve and w isdom  o u tsh in e—  
th ro w in g  off, as  i t  w ere, th o u g h ts— livin g  sp ark s o f  fire 
to  kindle, to  b u rn , and t o  b rin g  fo rth  i ts  living, w arm , 
life  givin g p rin cip le , in th e  h e a r ts  o f th o se  who re ce iv e  
th e m . A n a  below w o see  th e  sam e. I  d escen d  in to  th e  
e a r th ’s atm o sp h ere , and h ere and th e re  I  see  a  m an , o r  a 
w om an , whose influence is  c lear , a n d  soft, an d  b eau tiful, 
a n d  I  lo ve to  ap p ro ach  su ch — t o  fee l m y se lf  d raw n to ­
w ard s th em  in  deep sy m p ath y , a n d  still closely  bound  
to g e th e r  b y  th e se  living tie s , th e se  b ro th e rly  and s isterly  
in fluences. I  derive a  benefit, I  b eco m e s tro n g  b y  th e  
a b so rp tio n  o f  lig h t even from  th o se  w ho a t  o n e  tim e  I  
w ould h av e  th o u g h t b en eath  m y p o sitio n  and u n w o rth y  o f  
m y  con sid eration . B lessed  he G o d  who h as  a rra n g e d  all 
th e s e  th in g s so b eau tifu lly  th a t, now  th e  cu rta in  is 
d raw n , I  c a n  beh old tr u ly  th e  c h a ra c te rs  o f  individuals. 
T h e re  is  no h y p o c r is y ; a ll is  t r u th , o r  all is  false , h u t  
w h a t i t  is so i t  a p p e a rs  to  h e , an d  now in deed I  c a n  feel 
a  deep sorrow  fo r th o se  who e r r ,  for th e  re a so n  I  know  
th e  c a u s e — w h ich  is  n o  lo n g er a  w ick ed in fluence, a  
devil, a n  u n k n ow n  cau se  o f  evil, no  lo n g er a n  an tag o n is­
t i c  influence to  su p rem e p o w er. N o  ; now I  u n d erstan d  
t h a t  th a t  w h ich  a p p ears  evil, and in d eed  sh ou ld  brin g  
f o rth  feelin g? o f  so rro w  to  a ll w ho love h u m an ity  ;  now  
I  k n ow  t h a t  i t  is  b u t  a n  effort o f  a n  u n develop ed form  o f  
b e in g  to  r ise  to  a  h ig h er s ta te , to  th ro w  off th a t  which  
is  o b jectio n ab le , to  g a th e r  w ith in  itse lf  th e  b rig h t influ­
e n c e s  o f  a  b e t te r  life , to  unfold itse lf  to  a  g ra n d  a n d  a  
n o b le  in dividu ality , eq u al, su p erio r t o  all th a t  live on  
e a r th . I t  is  a  c ru e l d o ctrin e , i t  is  a  w ick ed  th in g  to  
'say th a t  G o d , w ho is  th e  life an d  su s ta in e r  o f  a ll, th e  
c r e a t o r  a n d  th e  w ise  d esig n er o f  a ll th in g s a n d  w orlds, 
a n d  sp a c e , a n d  sp h eres , an d  u n iverses— th a t  h e  cou ld  
h a v e  c re a te d  a  ch ild  u n d e r  c ircu m sta n ce s  th a t  w ould o f  
n e c e s s ity  co m p el i ts  e te r n a l life to  h e  sp e n t in  m isery . 
B u t  w ho c a n  K now  b e t te r  th a n  yo u rse lv es  th a t  ch ild ren  
a r e  b o m  lik e  u n to  th e ir  p a re n ts , a re  b o m  u n d e r  th e

m o s t  u n fav o rab le  co n d itio n s— a r e  b ro u g h t u p  w ithout 
th e  exam p le  th a t  sh all m ak e  th e m  b e tte r— influenced by 
th e  g ro ss  a n d  d iseased  m a g n etism  o f  unprogressed  
p a re n ts— in sh o rt, w ith  th e  b rig h t lig h t and all th a t is 
cap ab le o f  d o in g  th e m  g o o d  effectu ally  Bhut o u t from  
th e m , a n d  so , in n o ce n t li ttle  th in g s  who have no power 
n o  m ean s w h a te v e r o f  b ein g  o th e r  th a n  th e y  are , aré  
allow ed to  gro w , to  live to  m a tu r ity  w ith  all th e  faults of  
th e ir  n a tu r e  develop ed, as  b y n a tu ra l law s th ey  m ust be. 
Y e t  i t  is t r u e  th a t  th e  g r e a t  te a ch in g s  to  which the 
w orld— th e  C hristian w o rld — bow  th e  kn ee— say  th at  
G o d  will n o t  ta k e  th e se  th in g s  in to  con sid eration  ¡ th at 
fo r  th em  th e re  is  a  p la ce  o f  p u n ish m en t and th a t of 
e te rn a l d u ra tio n . O h , to  h o w  m an y h av e  I  tau g h t this 
h o rrib le  d o ctrin e  ; h o w  m an y  so u ls  now  w rith e  and I  
c a n n o t help th e m — feelin g  th e se  th in g s  b ecau se they  
h av e foun d a  lo d gin g  p la ce  in  th e  sy m p ath etic  soul—  
b e ca u se  th e y  h av e  n o t  b een  a b le  t o  re ce iv e  th e  light it  
h as b een  m y jo y  to  r e c e i v e ! T h a t seed  I  have ca s t  into 
g ro u n d  th a t  w as re a d y  to  re ce iv e  it , as  i t  w as naturally  
re ce p tiv e , an d  I  h av e  been th e  m eans o f  distressing  
m an y — a n d  i t  m u s t fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  d istress many a 
m o th er, m an y a  f a t h e r ; p la ce  gu lfs, im agin ary  gulfs, 
b etw een  b ro th ers  a n d  s is te rs , b etw een  fa th e rs  and sons.

I  will th in k  n o m o re  o f  th is . I  will devote  m y better  
life to  un d o th a t  wjiich I  did in  ig n oran ce , believing 
tru ly  th a t  i t  w as b est a n d  G o d ’s w ill th a t  I  should teach  
th e se  th in g s ; b u t fo r  e v e r , I  am  g la d  to  say for ever, 
th e se  th in g s  th a t  ap p eared  to  m e as  tr u e  have passed 
aw ay as  th e  lig h t d isp erses  th e  m ist o f  m orn in g, and soon 
will bo th e  g r e a t  su n  o f  t r u t h  b eco m e p ositive to  the  
d ark n ess th a t  n o w  re ig n s up on th e  e a r th . H ow  much 
will I  re jo ice  w hen I  see  th a t  d ay  w hen th e  soul o f  man 
shall be as  lig h t a n d  as  jo y o u s  as  th e  b ird s th a t s in g ! 
T h en  w ill I  fo rg e t th e  tro u b les  th a t  now  han g upon me. 
M an y  w ill I  search  fo r  y e t  in th e  s p ir it  w orld , and many 
w ill I  b rin g  aw ay fro m  d ark  scen es  in to  a  bright and 
h ap p ier hom e.

$ 0

Com m unications f o r  in sertio n  i n  th is  J o u r n a l  should be 
p l a in l y  w ritten , a n d  a s  concise as possible.

“ T H E  C H A I R M A N 'S "  R E P L Y  T O  T H E  R E V .

T H O M A S  J A M E S .

T o  t h e  E d i t o e  o f  t h e  H a r b i n g e r  o f  L ig h t .

S i e ,— T he p eru sal o f  th e  le t te r  o f  th e  R ev. Thomas 
J a m e s , w h ich  ap p eared  in y o u r  issu e  o f  th is  m onth, gave 
m e  g r e a t  p leasu re , a s  i t  enab led  m e to  know  for certain  
w h a t his view s o n  th e  s u b je c t o f  S p iritu alism  really  wore. 
M e re  p u lp it u t te r a n c e s  a r e  a p t  to  b e  m isinterpreted  
o r  m isre p o rte d  w hen con v eyed  fro m  o n e m ind to  another 
from  m e m o r y ; b u t  w h en  o n e — as th e  R e v . M r. Jam es  
h as d o n e— com m its h is  th o u g h ts  t o  w ritin g , th ere  is no 
difficulty in  a rriv in g  a t  p ro p e r  co n clu sio n s as  to  w h at he 
says. I  am  ju stified , th e re fo re , in affirm ing th a t M r. 
J a m e s  fran k ly  ad m its th e  g en u in en ess  o f  th e  phenomena 
o f  M o d e rn  S p iritu alism , a n d  th e  v a lid ity  o f  th e  evidence 
b y w h ich  th e y  a r e  su p p o rted . T h is , indeed, is  an  im­
p o r ta n t  adm ission  fo r  th e  re v . g e n tle m a n  to  m ake, and 
show s, a t  le a s t, th a t  th e  evid en ce  m u s t be very  strong  
w h ich  fo rces  fro m  o n e  in h is  p o sitio n  su ch  an admission. 
T h is k n ow led ge en ab les S p iritu a lis ts  to  as  franklv  
ack n o w led g e th e  h o n e s t a n d  in d ep en d en t position which 
he h a s  ta k e n  u p  o n  th e  su b je ct, an d  to  s a y  to  him th at  
fu r th e r  im p a rtia l  in v e stig a tio n  m u s t in evitab ly  lead  him 
to  a  v e ry  d ifferen t co n clu sio n  to  t h a t  w h ich  he lias too 
h a stily  co m e re sp e ctin g  th e  c h a r a c te r  and w ork  o f the  
co m m u n ica tin g  sp irits.

I  w ill n o t  ta k e  u p  y o u r  sp ace  b y a n y  sp ecial references  
to  th e  m o re  p e rso n a l p o rtio n  o f  M r . J a m e s ’s le tte r , as to  
w h eth er h e  ca lled  th e  S p iritu alis ts  “ a  seed y  lo t ol 
p h ilo so p h ers,”  o r  “ th e  seed y  ap o stles  o f  Sp iritism ,’ but 
w ill g la d ly  a c c e p t  h is  e x p la n a tio n  th a t  h e  m ean t no 
“  d isco u rte sy ”  in  a  p erso n al sen se , a n d  w ill a t  once pro­
ce e d  to  d eal w ith  th e  m o re  im p o rta n t p o rtio n s o f  his 
ep istle . H is  p re se n ce  a t  G o ld en  S q u a re  is ra th e r  agree­
a b le  t o  S p iritu a lis ts  th a n  o th erw ise , a n d  notw ithstan d­
in g  th a t  n e  m a y  b e  “  on ly  a n  u n c tu o u s  p rie s t, le t  mo
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say he is  h eld  in  v e ry  g e n e ra ! e s te e m  for his m any good 
qualities a s  a m an  a n d  a  b ro th e r, and by none m ore so 
than th e  w rite r  o f  th is  le t te r .

M r. J a m e s  a d m its  th a t  he sp ok e o f  Spiritualism  as 
“  an  a p o sta cy .”  H e  say s , “ how else  could I  speak o f  it 
from  m y s ta n d p o in t ?  I  b elieve th a t th e  B ible is in­
com parably  th e  b est o f  go o d  b o o k s ; th a t i t  is also 
entirely  un iq ue in th a t  i t  is  th e  one d irect, infallible, 
and a u th o rita tiv e  co m m u n icatio n  o f  G o d ’s will, in things  
sp iritu al to  m an . *  *  *  W h e re a s  Sp iritists— the
while th e y  con fess th a t  s ix ty  p e r  c e n t, o f sp irit u tteran ces  
a re  u n reliab le— co n te n d  th a t  th e  m aund erings o f any  
v ag ran t sp ir it th a t  m ay o v erleap  th e  boundaries o f his 
‘ c ircle ,’ and m ak e  a  p re te n ce  o f  speaking to  m an, are  
equal to  th e  u t te ra n c e s  o f  th e  B ib le .” O ne on reading  
th is s ta te m e n t o f  th e  re v . g en tlem an 's  belief, can n o t but 
approve o f  his ad m irab le  can d o u r, how ever m uch they  
m ay differ from  his lo gic. O n  p recise ly  th e  sam e

Gounds th e  R o m a n  C ath o lic  cond em n s th e  P ro te sta n t  
cau se  th e  la t te r  re fu ses  to  believe in th e  infallibility o f  

th e  P o p e , w ho c la im s to  be th e  su p rem e in te rp re te r  of 
th e  B ib le . I n  th e  P r o te s ta n t  C h u rch  th e re  a re  sects  
in nu m erable, a n d  all differing in th e ir  in terp retatio n  of 
“  th e  one d ire c t, in fallib le, and a u th o rita tiv e  com m unica­
tion o f  G o d ’s w ill in  th in g s  sp iritu al to  m an ,” th erefore  
to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  reaso n in g  o f  th e  rev . gen tlem an th e  
P o p e m u st b e  r ig h t, an d  “  th e  m au n d erin gs" o f th e  
“ v a g ra n t"  p re a ch e rs  o f  P ro te sta n tism  n o th in g  but 
heresy. H o w , l e t  m e ask, does th e  rev . gen tlem an  p ro ­
pose to  g e t  o u t o f  th is  d ile m m a ? I f  his reasonin g as 
app lied  to  S p iritu alism  b e  c o rre c t , is i t  to o  m uch to  say 
th a t  i t  can  b e  ap p lied  b y  th e  C ath olic w ith adm irable  
effect to  h is  (M r . J a m e s 's )  p osition  as th e  m in ister o f  a 
ch u rch  w h ich  den ies th e  infallibility o f  th e  P o p e ? U pon  
w h at b e tte r  g ro u n d s  d o es he uphold th e  infallibility o f  
th e  B ib le  th a n  th e  C ath o lic  does th e  infallibility o f  th e  
P o p e ? S p iritu alis ts  d e cla re  openly th a t  th e re  is no  
such th in g  as  in fallib ility  in e ith er, P o p e , B ible, ch u rch , 
p riest o r  s p ir it , th a t  th e r e  is n o reliab le  evidence o f  such  
infallibility in e ith e r  o f  th em , b u t qu ite  th e  rev erse , and  
th a t th e re fo re  th e  only tr u e  in te rp re te r  o f  a ll supposed  
divine re v e la tio n s  is  G o d ’s  b est g ift to  m an— his reason. 
F u rth e r , th a t  w hile ad m ittin g  th e re  is m uch th a t is good  
in  th e  B ib le  j u s t  as  th e re  is  in th e  K o ra n  and th e  Zenda  
V e sta , th e re  is n o th in g  to  distinguish  i t  from  th ese  and  
o th e r  sp u rio u s “  re v e la tio n s” w h ich  a re  a ll th e  w orks o f  
p riests , an d  th a t  th e  on ly  t r u e  revelation  o f G od's will 
to  m an  is  H is  w o rk s. A  lo ve o f  tru th  com pels m e to  
Btate th ose fa c ts  co n ce rn in g  th e  B ib le , and if  M r. Ja m e s ’s 
“  b elief”  co m p els him  to  ca ll i t  “ a n  ap o stacy ,”  on  the  
p a rt  o f  S p iritu a lis ts , th e re  is  no g re a t h arm  done. I t  
will only v erify  th e  o ld  ad ag e, “ T h ere is  no case , abuse  
th e  plaintiff.” T o  a v e r  th a t  a  book so full o f discrepan­
cies  as  th e  B ib le  is  can  b e  th e  w ork  o f  an  om niscient 
m ind is  to  m ak e  th e  A lm ig h ty  ap p e a r as  a little  peda- 

o g u e w ith  a ll th e  fin ite  im p erfection s o f  h u m an ity  ab o u t 
im. S o S p iritu a lis ts  j u s t  do w ith th e  w ritin gs o f  the  

B ib le  as  th e y  d o w ith  th e  com m u nications from  spirits  
in  o u r  ow n d ay — a c ce p t w h at com m ends itself  to  th eir  
com m on sen se , a n d  r e je c t  th e  rem ain d er as  b ein g  on  a 
p a r  w ith  “  th e  m au n d erin g s o f  an y  v a g ra n t sp irit th a t  
m ay overleap ' th e  b o u n d aries o f  h is  circle , and m ake a  
p re te n ce  o f  sp eak in g  to  m a n ” i i ^ h e  nam e o f  G od. I f  
th e  “ b elief.’ o f  th e  R e v . M r . J a m e s  enab les him to  a ccep t  
as  infallible and d ire c t  from  G od th e  s to ry  o f  th e  six  
days c re a tio n  o f  th e  w orld , th e  ap p le s to ry  o f  E v e  and  
th e  fall o f  m an , th e  w o rld  b ein g  m ade flat, th e  sun and  
m oon  stan d in g  still to  a llow  o f  a b u tch ery  being com ­
p leted , o f  a  g h o s t b ein g  th e  fa th e r  o f  a  child born in  th e  
u su al w av  o f  a  w om an , a n d  a  m ass  o f  sim ilar absu rd ities  
— an d  all fo r  w h a t ?— I  th an k  H e a v e n  th a t  I ,  as  well as  
m illions o f  o th e rs , h av e  beeif freed  from  all su ch  sw ad­
d lin g c lo th e s  o f  th e  d ark  ag es . I  m ak e th ese  few  r e ­
m ark s in  n o  offensive sp irit, b u t  a s  th e  hon est exp ression  
o f  m y ow n se n tim e n ts  on  th e  su b je ct a f te r  th e  m ost 
m a tu re  stu d y . B u t  I  will n o t  q u arre l w ith M r . Ja m e s  
o v er his b elief. I f  i t  lead s him  to  suppose th a t  Sp iritu a­
lism  is  a  v erificatio n  o f  w h a t a  sp ir it said in fo rm er days 
th a t  “ in  th e  l a t t e r  tim es som e shall d e p a rt from  th e  
faith , g iv in g  h eed  to  sed u cin g  sp irits  and d o ctrin e o f  
devils,”  i t  lead s i ts  su p p o rters  to  a  v e ry  different con clu -' 
sion . A p p ly in g  t o  i t  th e  sam e te s t  as Je su s  did to  his

w orks, we say as he said to  th e  Pharisee« who ch arged  
him with castin g  o u t devils th ro u g h  B eelzebu b, th e  
p rin ce o f  th e  devils, “ can  a co rru p t tre e  b rin g forth  
good fru it ? "  Spiritualism  has b ro u g h t jo y  to  th e  h earts  
'of millions. I t  has reclaim ed th e  d ru n k a rd ; i t  has  
opened th e  h eart o f  th e  m is e r  to  g ive o f his h oard s to  
th e  p o or and the suffering -, i t  has arres ted  th e  sensualist 
in his career  o f  crim e and folly , and b rou gh t th e  m u r­
d erer to  his knees, as  i t  has ta u g h t him th a t  he m u st  
bear the full w eight o f his own tran sgression s him self  
with no hope o f m ercy  from any o th e r sou rce . I t  p ro ­
claim s th at all m ankind are  broth ers, and th a t th e  h igh est 
duty o f  m an is to  live for th e  happiness o f o th e rs . I f  
such teachings be “  d octrin e o f devils,”  will th e  R ev  M r. 
Jam es point o u t w here we a re  to  find th e  d o ctrin e  o f  
saints ? I  would rem ind him th a t  S p iritu alists  do n o t  
anathem atise th ose who differ from  th em . T hey do n o t  
use tow ards th em  such (infallible, I  su p p ose) lan gu ag e  
as th is— “ he th at believeth h o t shall be dam ned.”  N o , 
th e  Spiritu alist knows th at his belief has co m e to  him  
from th e  evidence o f  his senses, th a t  i t  could n o t be  
forced , and th a t it is n o t his b elief which will e ith er  
m ake o r m ar him in th e  n e x t w orld , b u t h is  con d u ct  
w hile here.

I f  Je su s  w ere g re a te r  th an  a good m an and religious  
reform er, th ere  is no evidence on  re co rd  to  d em o n strate  
it . I  have repeatedly and carefu lly  re a d  ov ef a lib is  
sayin gs and teachings, and th ou g h  I  a g re e  w ith m ost o f  
th em , 1 see n othing in an y  o f them  o f  a n  original c h a ra c ­
te r ,  o r  th a t was n o t ta u g h t by o th ers before and a f te r  
him. I  am  his follower and disciple as  I  hope I  am  o f  
every o th er exce llen t sp iritu al te a ch e r , b u t I  bow th e  
knee in hom age and w orship only to  th e  on e livin g and  
tru e  G od— th e universal p aren t o f  all m ankind. T h e  
teach in gs o f  Je su s  do certain ly  n o t re s t  upon Jo se p h ’s  
dream , b u t th e  principal co rn e r  s to n e  o f  th e  co rru p t  
system  called C h ristian ity  as m ost certain ly  does. T he  
tru th  o f  th e  leading dogm a o f C hristianity— th e tr in ity —  
th e  th ree-on e G od— th e  spurious span o f  th e  bloody  
C on stantine and his pliant coun cil o f  bishops re s ts  upon  
th a t dream , and le t  m e add also  upon th e  cred u lity , c a n t  
and hypocrisy o f th e  m ass o f  su p erstitiou s and u n th in k ­
ing dupes who still from  one m otive o r  a n o th er co n tin u e  
to  sup port i t .  I f  th e  R ev. M r. Ja m e s  has discovered  an y  
o t h e r ' origin for i t  th an  w hat I  have h erein  s ta te d , le t  
him  point i t  o u t ; b u t I  defy him  to  do so. T h an k  G od  
th a t this priestly  invention— th e tr in ity — as well as  th a t  
o th e r  o n e— eternal' punishm ent— a re  doom ed.' t i m e  
and th e  sch oolm aster are  grad u ally  s tran g lin g  th em . 
W h a t a  lavish expen diture o f  m on ey and blood th ese  
tw in  dogm as have co st m an k in d ; and how th e  sain tly  
teach ers  o f  th em  have b y th e ir  g ian t organ izatio n s and  
devilish agen cies k ep t back th e  p rog ress and happiness  
o f  th e  hum an fam ily, le t th e  bloody re co rd s  o f  th e  p ast 
speak. I t  is a  rem arkab le fa ct , a n d  one w h ich  I  desire  
to  b rin g under th e  n o tice  o f  m y frien d M r. J a m e s , th a t  
th e  fa rth e r n ation s g e t aw ay from  th e  ch u rch es  th e  
m ore th e y  love each  oth er, and th e  n e a re r  th e y  g e t  to  
Je su s . S tran ge b u t tru e . “ H e  th a t h ath  e a rs  to  h e a r  
le t him h ear.”

T H E  C H A I R M A N .
S an d h u rst, 1 6 th  O cto b er, 1 8 7 4 .

S P I R I T  M E S S E N G E R S , & c.

TO T H E  E D IT O E  O F T H E  H A B B IN G E E  O F  L IG H T .

S i b ,— I  with tw o oth ers, a  lad y  a n d  h e r  husband , 
received  an  in vitation  to  a tten d  a  p riv a te  se a n ce  on  
T hu rsday , th e  1 5 th  in st., a t  th e  house o f  M r . an d  M rs.
B --------;  th e y  a re  b o th  m edium s. W e  did n o t go  fo r
an y  p a rticu la r  m anifestation, b u t ju s t  to  see  w h at m ig h t  
o ccu r.

W e  w ere  la te  in  reach in g  o u r  d estin ation , an d  M r.
E -------- th ou g h t w e should n o t com e, so he le ft his ho m e
fo r  th e  M all a  few  m in u tes b efore w e arriv ed . M rs .
R --------being anxious f o r  his re tu r n  so th a t  w e m igh t
have a  s ittin g  said, “ I f  an y  o f  c u r  8 p irit  frien d s a re  
h ere , I  should be g lad  i f  th e y  w ould l e t  m v  husband  
know  he is  w an ted  a t  hom e. A t  th e  tim e  th is  req u est  
w as m ade M r. R — -  w as m aking som e p u rch ases  in a  

- shop, a  voice cam e from  th e  door, and d istin ctly  called  
him  ; i t  w as n o t on ly  h eard  b y  him , b u t b y  o th ers  in  th e
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sh o p , an d  th e  p erso n  th a t  w as serv in g  him said , “ Som e  
o n e  is  c a llin g  y o u .”  H e  w e n t to  th e  d o or, he saw  n o  
on e. H o  said “ W h a t  is  th e  m a t t e r ;  is  an y th in g  
w ro n g  ? ”  T h e  voice said , “  N o , on ly  frien d s w aitin g  for  
y o u .” M r . B --------th e n  w e n t dow n th e  M a l l ; h e  co n ­
tin u a lly  h eard  th e  v o ice  te llin g  him  ho w as w an ted  a t  
h o m e, a n d  ho freq u en tly  h eard  th e  sam e voice on  his w ay  
hom e. W h e n  ho re a ch e d  h is hom o, a lm o st th e  first 
th in g  ho said w as, “ I  should n o t  h av e  com e hom e so soon, 
i f  y o u  h ad n o t s e n t th e  D o cto r  for m e,” m eaning his S p irit 
g u id e , D r . P en fold . W e  w ho w ere w aitin g for him  
w e re  q u ite  su rp rised  a t  w h at he said, and it  b ro u g h t to
o u r  m inds in sta n tly , w h at M rs. K ------  had said to  h er
S p ir it  frien ds.

W e  s a t  fo r  som e tim e  a f te r , a n d  receiv ed  som e s u r ­
p ris in g  te s ts . M rs . E --------say s  i t  is a  com m on tilin g
w ith  h er, i f  h e r  husband is  o u t  beyond his u su al tim e , 
an d  sh e  is  an xiou s a b o u t him , for h e r  to  send a  m essage  
to  him , a n d  ho in variably  rece iv es  it. O u r  frien d s who 
a r e  opposed to  S p iritu alism  will o f  co u rse , d o u b t th e  
ab o ve s ta te m e n t, b u t th e  co rre c tn e ss  o f  i t  c a n  bo vo u ch ed  
fo r  b y  th e  five p erson s p resen t.

J O S . W I L L I A M S .
S an d h u rst, O cto b e r  1 9 ,1 8 7 4 .

T H E  P O S I T I O N  O F  A N T I -V A C C I N A T O E S .

TO  T H E  E D IT O n  O F  T H E  H A U B rN G E It O F  L IG H T .

S ib ,— A  la rg e  an d  in creasin g  n u m b er o f  in tellig en t 
p erso n s b o th  hero and in E n g la n d , a re  op posed to  th e  
sy stem  o f  com p u lso ry  vaccin ation . T h e  boards o f  g u a r ­
dian s o f  C h elten h am , D ew sb u ry , and o th e r  p laces, have  
reso lv ed  n o t to  en fo rce  th e  co m p u lso ry  clau se. T he  
op p on en ts o f  vaccin ation  a re  s tig m atized  as ig n o ra n t and  
noisy d em agogu es. T h e y  a r e  cre d ite d  w ith n o h onesty  
o f  p u rp ose , n o a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith th e  s u b je c t th e y  
a g ita te  a g a in st. I s  i t  p ossib le th a t  th is p ro te sta tio n  o f  
a  n oisy  m in o rity  can  be w ith o u t som e fou n d ation , o r  th a t  
th e ir  o b jectio n s c a n n o t be m e t  ? T h e  su b je ct is ad m it­
te d ly  au  u n p leasan t one to  be v en tila ted  b ofore g en era l  
re a d e rs , b u t  as  th e  p u b lic  a r e  rea lly  th e  in te re s te d  p a r­
tie s , i t  behoves a ll to  la y  asid e  falso m od esty , an d  give  
th e  qu estion  th a t  a tte n tio n  w hich its  g ra v ity  dem ands. 
T h e  firs t ob jection  ta k e n  by a n ti-v a cc in a to rs  is, t h a t  th e  
p re s e n t sy stem  en co u rag es  .n e g le ct o f  th e  re a l h y gien ic  
m easu res  to  abolish sm all-p ox, a n d  o th e r zym otic  
diseases. A ll p estilen ces, d iseases and p re m a tu re  d eath s, 
w e re  fo rm erly  reg ard ed  as  m an ifestatio n s o f th e  w rath  
o f  a  D e ity , whom  p rie s ts  w e re  re ta in ed  to  ap p ease  w ith  
b lood y sacrifice . S cien ce , th e  g r e a t  te a c h e r  o f  th is  cen ­
tu r y , lia s  opened th e  rev elatio n  th a t  th e y  a re  effects  o f  
c e rta in  cau ses, con seq u en ts o f  c e rta in  a n te ce d e n ts ; th a t  we 
c a n  p ro d u ce  th em  w ith o u t sp ecial re fe re n ce  to  th e  D e ity ,  
as  on  a  sm all sca le  w e can  im ita te  th e  ligh tn in g , o r  b y  
m in g lin g  iron  a n d  su lp h u r, m im ic th e  vo lcan o . I f  th e n  
sm all-p o x  be one re su lt  o f  ig n o ran ce  a n d  filth , an d  if  it  
b e  ad m itted  like m an y o th e r  diseases, to  dep end upon  
p rev en tab le  cau ses , i t  c a n  h o n e ith e r  p h ilosoph ic n o r  
scien tific, to  a b o rt  i t  b y  th e  a d m ix tu re  o f  an im al se cre ­
tio n s  w ith  o u r  ch ild ren s’ b lood. T h e  false  s e c u ri ty  e n ­
gen dered  b y  in o cu la tin g  o u r  li ttlo  on es w ith th e  disease  
a s  i t  p resen ts  itse lf  in  th e  h eifer, is th e  op p on en ts say , 
im m o ral in  its  te n d en cies, and vicious in  its  resu lts . 
T h e y  c h a rg e  i t  w ith  d ivertin g  a tte n tio n  from  th e  tr u e  
so u rce  o f sm all-p ox a n d  o th e r  diseases ; w ith fo sterin g  
n eg lig e n ce  o f  N a tu re ’s  law s; w ith allay in g  th e  fe a rs  and  
disq uietud e o f  th e  w ealth y , an d  ch eck in g  w ith  false  
s e cu rity , th e  zea l o f  th é  sa n ita ry  refo rm er. I n  re p ly , 
th e  ad v o cates  o f  v accin atio n  can  on ly  p o in t to  th e  dim in­
ish ed  m o rta lity  from  sm all-p ox , and to  such ta b le s  as  
L o r d  K im b e rle y ’s, laid  b efo re  th e  Im p e ria l P a r lia m e n t in  
1 8 7 0 ,  w h ich  show ed th e  d e a th s  am o n g  th e  u n v accin ated  
a s  8 5 J  p e r  c e n t., th o se  said  t o  b e  v accin ated  as  2 I f ,  
th o s e  w ith  o n e s c a r  J i ,  w ith  tw o sca rs  4J-, w ith  th re e  
s ca rs  I f ,  w ith  fo u r  sca rs  f  p e r  ce n t. I t  c a n n o t be 
d en ied  th a t  life^ h as  b een  Baved, an d  t h a t  in  th e  ig n o­
r a n c e  th a t  p rev ailed  in  th e  tim e  o f  J e n n e r , v accin atio n  
w as a n  im p o rta n t d iscov ery . T h e  q u estion  now  is , a re  
th e r e  n o  evils  co n n e cte d  w ith  i t  ? A r e  n o t  g e n e ra l san i­
t a r y  m e a s u re s  re n d e rin g  co m p u lso ry  v accin atio n  n eed ­
le s s  ?  I s  i t  n o t  a t  b e s t  b u t th e  su b stitu tio n  o f  o n e  evil

f o r  a n o th e r  ?  I f  d isre g a rd  o f  N a tu r e ’s  law s is followed 
by sufferin g, th e  m o ral e ffect o f  n e g le c t  o f  th ose laws 
ca n n o t be o b tain ed  b y  ev asio n  o r  su b stitu tio n .

I t  is  a  f a c t  th a t  w hile th e  m o rta lity  fro m  sm all-pox  
h as d ecreased  th is  c e n tu ry , th e  d eath  r a te  from  other  
diseases, as  co n su m p tio n , ch o le ra , ty p h o id  fever, and 
d ip th e ria  h as in creased . W h e t h e r  i t  h e  a  coincidence  
o r  n o t, i t  is also  a  f a c t  th a t  so m e o f th e se  app eared  in 
E u ro p e  for th e  firs t tim e  a f te r  th e  a b atem en t o f  sm all­
p o x  epidem ics. T h e  co n v e rta b ility  o f  such diseases as 
s ca r le t  fev er, ery sip elas, p u e rp e ra l fev er, has been reco g ­
nised . A s  lo n g  th e n  as  th e  n e ce ssa ry  conditions of 
zy m o tic  d isease e x is t, i f  th e r e  b e  n o t  sm all-p ox, some 
o th e r form  o f zym osis w ill a p p ear. I f  sm all-pox be 
stam p ed  o u t  by v accin atio n , an d  th e  cau ses producing  
i t  e x is t, th e re  w ill bo p estilen ce  of a n o th e r  kind, as dip­
th e ria , ty p h u s , o r  ty p h o id  fe v e r. T h e  on ly  ration al and 
scientific rem ed y  fo r  sm all-p o x  is  to  d e s tro y  th e  existing  
cau ses, to  re m o v e  th e  con d ition s n e ce ssa ry  fo r  its  being 
g e n e ra te d  ; fo r  th a t  zy m o tic  d iseases o rig in ate  in inde­
p en d en t foci, a n d  a r e  g e n e ra te d  de novo w ith o u t neces­
sa ry  co n tag io n , c a n n o t b e  d o u b ted . T h ere  have been 
from  tim e  to  tim e  in V ic to ria  ca se s  resem b lin g  small­
p o x  ; th e se  h av e  been d e c la re d  b y  th e  m o st experienced  
to  be v a rice lla  o r  ch ick en  p o x , b u t  th e  sim ilarity  o f  mild 
cases  o f  sm all-p o x  a n d  sev ere  ca se s  o f  v aricella  induce 
th e  b elief th a t  th e  tw o  d iseases a r e  b u t m odifications of  
th e  sam e poison, differing on ly  in  d eg ree .

B u t  th e re  is a n o th e r  g ro u n d  t h a t  th e  opponents of 
v accin atio n  o ccu p y . T h e y  a s se r t  th a t  o th e r  diseases 
h a v e  b een , and a r e  liable to  be in tro d u ced  b y vaccina­
tion  from  a  d iseased  ch ild . F o r  so m e y e a rs  th is has 
b een  affirm ed b y co n tin e n ta l o b serv ers , as  th e  resu lt of 
evidence fu rn ish ed  by a  series  o f  lam en tab le  cases well 
know n to  all m odical m en . M a n y  ho w ever, in En glan d  
en d eav o u red  to  exp la in  aw ay  th e se  resu lts , and i t  was 
n o t u n til M r . Jo n a th a n  H u tch in so n  b ro u g h t forw ard the  
su b je ct in 1 8 7 1  and 1 8 7 3 , th a t  i t  a tt ra c te d  th e  attention  
i t  dem anded. A  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  L a n c et  a n d  M edical 
T im es  for th e se  y e a r s , w ill show  th a t  th e  series  o f  cases 
fu rn ish ed  by him  w ith  th e  op in ion s elicited  b y th e  dis­
cu ssion , afford ev id en ce  th a t  th e  fe a rs  o f  th e  opponents 
a r e  n o t  u t te r ly  grou n d less. O f  a ll d iseases few  occasion  
su ch  la s tin g  effects as  syphilis. W e  k n ow  th a t  th e  folly 
o f  o u r  p ro g en ito rs  is a  fe rtile  s o u rce  o f  disease, and we 
c a n n o t w ith o u t g r e a t  cu lp ab ility  do an y th in g  which may 
b y  an y  p o ssib ility  v itia te  th e  co n stitu tio n s  o f  future  
g en era tio n s.

T h e  la te  M r . S ta rtin , fro m  3 0  y e a r s  exp erien ce, de­
clared  “ ho h ad seen  m an y  ca se s  o f  sk in  diseaso propa­
g a te d  b y  v a c c in a tio n :”

M r. B a lla rd , in a n  e x c e lle n t w o rk , p u blished in 1868 , 
says, “  th e re  a r e  cases  on  r e co rd  in  w h ich  i t  is difficult to  
a rriv e  a t  a n y  o th e r  co n clu sio n  th a n  th a t  th e  viru s o f the  
v a ccin e , a n d  th e  v iru s  o f  syp h ilis, w e re  b o th  ta k e n  by the  
v a c c in a to r  o u t  o f  a  v a cc in e  v esic le ; w hich presented  
a t  th e  tim e  all th e  c h a r a c te rs  o f  a  p e rfe c t vaccine  
p o ck .”  I t  m u s t be a d m itte d  th a t  a s  th e  caso stands a t  
p re se n t, th e  evid en ce p o in ts  o n ly  to  th e  possibility  o f  the  
syp h ilitic  o r  o th e r  p o ison  b ein g  com m u n icated . I t  
th ro u g h  u n sk ilfu ln ess o r  ig n o ra n ce  o n  th e  p a r t o f the  
o p e ra to r , blood be d raw n  fro m  th e  a rm  offering vaccine, 
i t  is  con fessed  th a t  co n ta m in a tio n  m ay  o cc u r . I f  even a  
seco n d  su p p ly  o f  v accin e  b e  ta k e n  from  th e  sam e arm , it  
a p p ears  th a t  th is  is  re co g n ise d  a s  a  s o u rce  o f  d an g er also, 
a s  scru m , lik e  blood, m a y  b e  a  p o ison  b e a re r , th e  first 
p ro d u c t o f  th e  v esicle  b ein g  th e  o n ly  reliab le  lym pth.

D r .  H e n r y  L e e ,  a  sp ecia list o f  g r e a t  exp erien ce, ad­
m its  th a t  “  v a cc in a tio n  h a s  th e  p o w er t o  lig h t u p  anew  
a n y  syp h ilitic  ta i n t  e x is tin g  in  th e  sy stem .” l “ e  
follow in g th e n  a r e  le g itim a te  d ed u ctio n s fro m  evidence  
afforded by fa c ts  :— T h a t  th e -s a fe ty  o f  th e  o p eratio n  de­
p en d s 1 s t . O n  th e  freed o m  fro m  d isease o f  th e  cniid  
v a cc in a te d  fro m . 2 n d . O n  th e  freed o m  fro m  disease ot 
th e  p erso n  to  b e  v accin ated . 3 rd . O n  th e  skill and 
ju d g m e n t o f  th e  v a c c in a to r . _ , .

I n  view  th e n  o f  th e se  co n clu sio n s, i t  is  evid en t tn a  
so o n er o r  la t e r  th e  L e g is la tiv e  e n a c tm e n ts  enforcing  
v a ccin a tio n  w ill h a v e  t o  b e  re -co n sid ered .

W. L. B.
M elb o u rn e , O c to b e r  1 8 7 4 .  ,
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B E Y .  M E . J A M E S  A N D  T I I E  B I B L E .

T o  t h e  E d it o b  o p  t h e  H a b b iw o e b  o f  L io h t .

Si b ,— I  w as m u ch  p leased  to  see th e  nam e o f th e  
E e v . T . J a m e s  a p p e a r  in y o u r  jo u rn a l fo r  O cto b er. H e  
is a  g e n tle m a n  I  h ad  th e  p leasu re  o f  hearin g preach  
when S u p e rin te n d e n t o f  th e  C astlom ain o C ircu it, and 
alw ays con sid ered  him  in  ad v an ce  o f  his b reth ren  as  a 
learn ed , co n scien tio u s, an d  d ilig en t in qu irer. H ow ever  
th e re  is  o n e  o r  tw o  su b jects  in  his le t te r  which if you  
allow  m e sp a ce  I  b e g  to  r e fe r  to .

I n  th e  f irs t p lace  he s a y s : “ I  believe th a t  th e  Bible  
is in co m p arab ly  th e  b e s t  o f  good books ;’ ’ althou gh doubt­
less aw are th a t  i t  is a  com p ilation  o f  frag m en tary  Scrip­
tu re s  cu lled  o u t  o f  th e  s a cr e d  w ritin gs o f  several differ­
e n t n ation s b y  3 1 8  bishops o f  th e  C ath olic C hu rch  who 
convened fo r  th is  p u rp o se  a t  N ice  in th e  y e a r  3 2 5 , being  
convoked by th e  m o st a r b itra r y  and un scru p u lou s ty ra n t  
o f  th e  fo u rth  c e n tu ry , to  w hom  th e  civil pow er o f  Home 
and th e  e c c le s ia s tica l a u th o r ity  o f  all Christendom  be­
cam e a t  o n ce  s u b s e r v ie n t ; th a t  th ese  cen sors o f  all 
hum an a u th o rsh ip , h a v in g  d eterm in ed  th a t four o u t of  
ab o u t fifty n a rra tiv e s  o f  th e  life and teach in gs o f  Je su s , 
to g eth er w ith  n o w  a n d  th e n  a  p arch m en t, and h e re  and  
th e re  a n  e x ce rp tio n  o f  H e b ra ic , A rab ic , C haldaic, and  
E g y p tia n  H o ly  W r i t  e v e n  w o rth  p reserving , fashioned  
and finished th is  te x t-b o o k  o f  D ivine E e v ela tio n  in such  
wise as  th e ir  ow n  w its  su g g ested  ; a n d  th a t  th e  sam e has 
been su b seq u en tly  tu rn e d  in to  E n g lish  and accep ted  by 
us as  th e  W o rd  o f  G od , b ecau se  th e  people have gen e­
rally  su p p osed  i t  w as, b ecau se  all th e  successive func­
tio n aries  o f  th e  c h u rch  fro m  th e n  till now have so tau gh t, 
becauso th e  C o u n cil o f  N ice  so decided, b ecau se C on ­
stan tin e  so d ic ta te d : a ll th is  is as tr u e  as  an y th in g  in 
history.

T h e  B ib le  is so f a r  fro m  b ein g  w h at som e suppose i t  
— th e  sim p lest a n d  e a s ie s t o f  a ll volum es to  be u n d er­
stood a n d  co m p reh en d ed — th a t  I  co n sid er i t  th e  m ost 
com plex, th e  m o s t  difficult to  be app reh end ed o f all th e  
volum es e x ta n t  in  th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e. A ll com m en­
ta to rs  an d  e lu cid a to rs  o f  th e  S crip tu re s , with th e ir  ten s  
o f th ou san d s o f  re a d e rs , a r e  n ecessarily  disbelievers in  
th e  lite ra l , v erb al, a n d  p len ary  in sp iratio n  o f  th e  B ib l e ; 
as  no re a d e r  o f  co m m en taries, m u ch  loss com m en tators  
th em selv es, c a n  b e  ig n o ra n t o f  th e  n u m erou s w ords and  
sen ten ces th a t  h a v e  been c o rre c te d  by o u r  biblical sch o­
lars  a n d  c r i t i c s ; and y e t ,  so fearfu l a r e  som e religious  
p ersons o f  a d m ittin g  th a t  th e  S crip tu re s  co n ta in  any  
e rro rs , th a t, d esp ite  th e ir  ow n know ledge to  th e  co n ­
tr a r y , th e y  s tic k  u p  f o r  th e  In fallib ility  o f  th e  B ib l e ! 
N a y , ev en  M in is te rs  o f  th e  W o r d , w hose professed  ob ­
j e c t  in life is  t o  p r o p a g a te  tr u th  a n d  r o o t  o u t e r ro r  are  
averse  from  o u r  h av in g  a  rev isio n  o f  th e  “  auth orised  
version”  o f  1 6 1 1 , le s t  th e  exh ib ition  o f  th e  thousands o f  
in accu racies  “ should sh ak e  th e  confid ence o f  weak m inds 
in  th e  o ra c le s  o f  t r u t h ! ” S u ch  tim id ity  I  look up on as  
su p erla tiv e  w eak n ess a n d  p re g n a n t w ith e v i l ;  indeed to  
m e th e re  is  so m eth in g  shock ing , som eth in g  rep u lsive  to  
m oral feelin g, in  a n y o n e ’s  p re fe rrin g  kn ow n e rro r  to  
tr u th  u n d e r  a n y  c ircu m sta n ce s  w h atever. A  good deal 
o f  in v e ctiv e  h a s  b een  lev elled  a t  F ree tliin k in g . T he  
on ly  d istin ctio n  w o rth  a tte n d in g  t o  on  th is  p o in t is th m  
b etw een  a c c u ra te  a n d  in a ccu ra te , t r u e  and false. T h in k ­
in g  c a n  n e v e r  b e  to o  fre e  p rovided i t  is  ju s t .

I n  th e  n e x t  p la ce , M r . J a m e s  says : “ I  believe in  th e  
ab so lu te  d iv in ity  o f  J e s u s  C h ris t.” W it h  e a rn e st and  
h o n est m in d ed  m e n  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  T rin ity  is , a fte r  
du e in v estig a tio n , e ith e r  sed u lou sly  up held, o r  unequivo­
ca lly  disow ned— a c co rd in g  to  m en ’s  d ifferen t view s o f  
S c r ip tu r e ; h av in g  c lo th e d  th e ir  m inds as  th e y  clo th e  
th e ir  b o d ies— a f te r  th e  fash ion  in  vo gu e. Thousands  
an d  h u n d red s o f  th o u san d s o f  p rofessed  C hristian s are  
w h at th e y  a r e  fro m  sh e e r  a ccid e n t— m e re  copies o f  th ose  
b y  w hom  th e y  h a v e  a ccid e n ta lly  b een  surrounded ;  and  
m ig h t h av e  b elon g ed  to  a n y  o th e r  denom ination, j u s t  as  
easily  a n d  a s  th o u g h tfu lly  a s  th e  s e c t  to  w hich th e y  are  
now  a llie d ;  f o r  w h eth er th e ir  p a re n ts  and a sso cia tes  had  
hap pen ed to  b e  E o m a n is ts  o r  P ro te s ta n ts , C alvinists o r  
A rm en ian s , B a p tis te  o r  Q u ak ers, o r  Isra e lite s , th e y  w ould  
h av e b een  p ro fessed ly  th e  lik e  m e re  fractio n s o f  a  m ass, 
co n stitu tin g  a n y  re lig io u s b o d y  w h atever, w holly ir r e ­
sp ectiv e  o f  i ts  n am e o r  t e n e t s ;  believing a n y th in g , ad o p ­

tin g  anything, subscribing au y th in g— em phatically , A n y - 
th m g a ria n s ! I  was a  T rin itarian  bv edu cation  ; I  am  
now a U u itarian  froiq conviction  ; th e  W e sle y a n  P u lp it, 
and still m ore the W esleyan  H ym n s, n o t th e  S crip tu re s , 
im pregnated my m ind with T rin itarian  n o tio n s ; and up  
to  4 0  years o f  ag e  I  had never on ce  exam ined th e  doc­
trin e  o f  th e  T rin ity  fo r  m y se lf ; b u t, sir, I  can tru th fu lly  
say, O n ce I  was blind, now I  see. W h a te v e r  ch an ge  
tak es  place in any m an’s opinions, a re  w e n o t bound to  
abide by th e  la te st opinion as being th e  m o st m atu red . 
M any (like D r. W h itb y  and D r. W a tt s )  who long ran k ed  
am ongst T rin itarian s, becam e U n itarian s in th e ir  rip er  
years.

W e  read , M r. E d ito r, o f  Cleopa's speak ing “ co n ce rn ­
ing Je su s  o f  N azareth , which was a  prop het m igh ty in  
deed and w ord before G od and all th e  people o f  P e te r 's  
proclaim ing “ Je su s  o f N a zare th , a  m an ap p roved  o f  
G od also o f  his telling th e  Je w s , “ M oses tru ly  said  
u n to  th e  fathers, A  prop het shall th e  L o rd  y o u r G o d  
raise up unto you o f  yo u r b reth ren  like u n to  m e ; him  
shall y e  hoar in all th ings w h atsoever H e  shall sav  u n to  
y o u ," and o f  Je su s  saying unto Jo h n , “ I  am  th y  fellow - 
servant, and o f  th y  b reth ren  th e  p ro p h e ts ,"  b u t now here  
in th e  B ible is Je su s  ever called th e  G o d ,'th e  ti tle  given  
to  him b y uninquiriug T rinitarian s.

N o t one o f  th e  Evangelists, n o t one o f th e  A p ostles, 
n o t one o f  th e  earliest C hristian s, have even th e  m ost  
d istan t idea o f e ith er a  Popish D u ality  o r  o f a  P ag an  
T rin ity  ; th e y  w ere one and all, U n itarian s. D u rin g  his  
life Je su s  e a t  and drank, fasted, p ray ed , and gave th a n k s ; 
w orked a t  th e  carp en ter 's  ben ch, and a sso cia ted  w ith  
his fellow m en ; a t  3 0  y ears  o f  ag e  he e n te re d  on  th e  
M in istry, m ade choice o f  ce rta in  D isciples, who a f te r ­
w ards becam e fellow -w o rk ers; y e t , n o t one' o f  th ese  
daily com panions h ad th e  slig h test idea o f  his b ein g  th e  
G od who made th em , th e  C re a to r  o f all th in g s visible  
and invisible— never did such notions e n te r  on e o f  th eir  
h ead s;  th eir whole con d u ct tow ards him  d em o n strates  
th e  c o n tra ry ; th ey  n ev er believed, n ev er on ce  th o u g h t  
th a t  H e  had a  particle o f  p articip atio n  in th e  G od h ead  ; 
for, th ey  one and a ll forsook him — even stu rd y  P e te r  
who said, “ L o rd , I  am  read y  to  go w ith .th ee , b o th  in to

Crison and unto d eath ,"  denied all acq u ain tan ce  w ith  
im , and sw ore he knew  n o t th e  m an ! I n  th e ir  m ost 

end earing friendships with him , in th e ir  m ost en th u sias­
t ic  m om ents, th e y  sim ply believed th a t  H e  w as w h at H e  
rep resen ted  H im self to  be— th e  Son o f G od , th e  Son o f  
M a n ; th e  whole o f  th eir behaviour to w ard s him, as  well 
as his behaviour tow ards th em , show s th a t  n o t one o f  
th em  e v er for a  single in stan t believed, o r  o n ce  th o u g h t, 
th a t  he w as G od 1 I t  is u tte rly  im possible, th a t  th e  
G re a t,th e  O n ly, th e  Livin g, th e  E v erlastin g , th e  A lm ighty , 
th e  M o st H ig h  G od, th e  O ne Jeh o v ah , ever b ecam e  
m an, e v er died in ignom inious d eath — fo r  sp ir it ca n n o t  
becom e flesh ; Im m ateriality  ca n n o t becom e M a te r ia l ; 
Infinite can n o t becom e F in ite — th erefo re  G o d  co u ld  n o t, 
never did becom e m an, never died th e  j u s t  fo r  th e  u n ­
ju s t  ; n o r doos he req u ire  m ore a t  o u r  hands th a n  th a t  
w e do ju s tly , love m ercy , and walk hum bly w ith  him  ; 
for, “ whou tho wicked m an tu rn e th  aw ay fro m  his  
w ickedness th a t he h ath  com m itted , and d o eth  th a t  
which is lawful and rig h t, he shall save h is sou l alive”—  
or, th is  sacred  volum e ( th e  B ib le ) m ocks us a ll.

L ay m en  a re  as  m uch in terested  in  th e  tr u th  o f  C h ris­
tia n ity  a s  C hurchm en a re  ; and in  th is enligh ten ed  ag e  
a re  as  capable o f  seeing w h at is  revealed  in  th e  B ible.

T h e  la s t  p aragrap h  to  which I  shall a t  p re s e n t r e fe r  in  
M r. Ja m e s ’ le tte r , is  w h ere he s ta te s , “ Y o u r  co rresp o n ­
d e n t sa y s : T h e  faith  o f  C h ristian ity  r e s ts  up on Jo s e p h ’s 
dream ,”  a n d  th a t i t  is  h is m isfortu n e to  have lived  so  
obscurely , and in su ch  ig n o ran ce  th a t  he has n e v e r  b efore­
even h eard  o f  th is  th eo ry . I  am  su re  i t  is  need less to  
d irect M r. Ja m e s  to  th e  firs t ch a p te r  o f  M a tth e w , 2 0  
verse, w h ere h e  will find th e  w ord s w ritten , “  B eh o ld , th e  
an g el o f  th e  L o rd  ap p eared  u n to  him  in a  d ream , sayin g  
Jo sep h , t hou son o f  D av id , f e a r  n o t  t o  ta k e  u n to  th ee , 
M a ry , th y  wife ;  fo r  th a t  w h ich  is  co n ceiv ed  in  h e r  is  o f  
th e  H o ly  G h o st.” H av in g  re a d  th e  p assage, w ill i t  n o t  
o ccu r  to  him  how  ab su rd  i t  is  t o  p la ce  re lia n ce  up on  
dream s, a n d  how  m u ch  m o re  ab su rd  to  m ak e th e m  a  
fou n d ation  fo r  re lig io n ; y e t  th e  b elief th a t  J e s u s  C h rist  
is  th e  Son o f  G o d ,l> egotten  b y  th e  H o ly  G h o st, a  being
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n e v e r  h eard  o f  b efo re , stan d s on th e  s to ry  o f  an  old m an ’s 
d ream . A f te r  th is  w e h av e, th e  s to rie s  o f  th re e  o r  fou r  
o th e r  d ream s ; a b o u t Jo s e p h  go in g  in to  E g y p t ; ab o u t 
h is co m in g  b a ck  ag ain  ; a n d  th is  s to ry  o f  d ream s has  
th ro w n  E u ro p e  in to  a d ream  to r  n early  2 0 0 0  y e a rs .

A ll th e  effo rts  th a t  n a tu re , re a so n , and con scien ce  
h av e m ad e to  aw ak en  m en  from  i t ,  have been a scrib ed  
b y  P r ie s tc r a f t  and su p erstitio n  to  th e  w orkings o f  th e  
devil, and h ad it n o t been fo r  th e  universal r ig h t o f  co n ­
scie n ce  and free  d iscu ssio n , th is  religion  o f  d ream s had  
co n tin u ed  to  be p reach ed , and th a t  a f te r  it bad ceased  
to  be believed. T h o se  who p reach ed  it  and did n o t be­
lieve  i t ,  still believed th e  delusion n e ce ssa ry . T h ey  w ere  
n o t bold en o u gh  to  be h o n est, n o r  hon est enough to  be 
bold.

Y o u rs , & e.,
L A Y M A N .

W e  a r e  in r e ce ip t o f  a  le t te r  from  a  lad y , sign ing  
h erself, “  A  lo v er o f  H a rm o n y ,”  finding fau lt w ith the  
in se rtio n  o f  c e rta in  co m m u n icated  a r tic le s  w hich have  
a p p e a re d  in o u r  paper, and com p lain in g o f  o u r  w an t o f  
d iscrim in atio n  in in se rtin g  th e m . T h e  t i t le  “ L o v e r  o f  
H a rm o n y ” is  a  m isnom er in th is  in sta n ce , as  th e .le t te r  is 
p erso n al a n d  s a rca s tic , and im p u tes u n w o rth y  m otives  
t o  a  n u m b er o f  p r iv a te  individuals. W e  t r u s t  o u r  fair  
co rre sp o n d e n t will g ive us cre d it for e x e rcisin g  d iscre ­
tio n  in th is  in sta n ce  in w itholding h e r  le t te r  from  pu b ­
licatio n . W e  shall bo h ap py to  in sert an y  fair  critic ism  
on th e  a r tic le s  sh e  com plains of, if  free  from  p erson ali­
tie s  o r  ap p a re n t an im u s.— E d. I I .  L .

T H E  T W O  G O S P E L S .

I t  has b een  su g g ested  by th e  R ev eren d  M r. Ja m e s  
th a t  w e exam in e “  th e  fou n d ation s o f  C h ris tia n ity .”  
P e r m it  m e in th is  p ap er to  e x am in e  its  G ospels. I n  m y  
la s t  I  p o in ted  o u t som e o f  th e  ad m irab le  d o ctrin e s  
ta u g h t by J e s u s . I n  th is  on e I  in te n d  confin ing m y r e ­
m ark s chiefly to  th e  fa c ts  co n ta in ed  in th e  G o s p e ls ; 
t o  th e se  I  r e g r e t  I  c a n n o t ascrib e  th e  sam e a m o u n t o f  
ap p ro b ation , being convinced th e y  h av e  sp ru n g  from  a  
to ta lly  differen t sou rce , viz., P r i e s t c r a f t ; h u t to  th e  
p ro o f!

T h e  books o f  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t co n ta iii tw o d is­
t in c tly  d ifferen t a n d  c o n tra d ic to ry  g o sp els. “ T he  
G o sp el o f  th e  K in gd om  o f  H e a v e n ,"  o r  “ o f  G o d ,” and  
w h a t is  called  “ T h e  G osp el o f  J e s u s  C h ris t .”  T h e  first 
o f  th e se  w as ta u g h t by th e  P ro p h e ts , L u k e  I . ,  6 8 ,  7 5 ,  
b y J o h n  ; t h o  B a p tis t , M a tth e w  I I I . ,  1, 3 ,  b y  J e s u s  
I V . ,  2 3 ,  a n d  by his A p o stle s  X . ,  7 ,  and is  found in th e  
f irs t  th re e  gosp els in  th e  co m m en cem en t o f  th e  A cts ,  
a n d  in  th e  B o o k  o f  R ev elatio n s, and is n o t  n o w  ta u g h t  
on th e  e a rth  th o u g h  com m an ded to  be so ! M a tth e w  X ,  
7, X X I V  L u k e  X X I V ,  4 0 ,  4 8 .

T h e  seco n d  is  th e  G o sp el ta u g h t by P a u l, an d  in th e  
G o sp el said to  be b y  Jo h n .

T h ose  tw o G osp els a r e  a n ta g o n is tic  to  each  o th e r , 
and b o th  th e re fo re  c a n n o t be t r u e ! fo r  tr u th  is a lw ays  
co n s is te n t w ith itself. P a u l seem s v iru len t a g a in st “ th e  
G o sp el o f  th e  K in g d o m ,” fo r  h e  w rites , “ I f  wo o r  an  
an g el from  h eav en  p reach  a n y  o th e r  G o sp el to  y o u  th an  
t h a t  w h ich  w e h av e  p re a ch e d  l e t  h im  be a ccu rse d ,” 
G a l. I ,  8 .

M a rk  s ta te s  th e  G o sp el o f  J e s u s  as  follow s :— “  N ow  
a f te r  J o h n  w as p u t  in to  p rison , J e s u s  cam e in to  G alilee  
p re a ch in g  th e  G o sp el o f  th e  K in g d o m  o f  G od , and s a y ­
in g , th e  tim e  is  fulfilled, th e  K in g d o m  o f  G o d  is  a t  
h an d , r e p e n t  y e  and believe th e  G o sp el,”  M a rk  I ,  1 4 ,1 5 ,  
a n d  su ch  a s  c re d ite d  i t  w ere  b ap tised  w ith “ th e  baptism  
o f  re p e n ta n c e  fo r  th e  rem ission  o f  sins.”

T h e  O ld  T e sta m e n t co n ta in s  several G osp els, th e  n o n -  
fu lfilm en t o f  w h ich  w a n ts  u s  o f  th e  n e ce ss ity  o f  receivin g  
o th e rs  w ith  cau tio n .

W e  r e fe r  f irs t  t o  th e  G o sp el as  p re a ch e d  t o  A d am , 
t h a t  th e  seed  o f "  th e  w om an sh all b ru ise  th e  se rp e n t’s  
h e a d ;  th is  w e a r e  to ld  w as fulfilled in  J e s u s !  N o w  
Luke te lls  u s  th a t  S a ta n  cau sed  J u d a s  t o  b e ­
t r a y  h im  in to  th e  h an d s o f . th e  J e w s ;  who  
crowned h im  w ith  th o rn s , a n d  “ sm o te  him  
on th e  h e a d  w ith  a  re e d ,”  “ h e  w as w ou n d ed  f o r  o u r  
transgressions, an d  b ru ised  for o u r  in iq u ities,”  w hile

a cco rd in g  to  p ro p h e cy , S a ta n  s til l  re ig n s o v er th e  king­
dom  o f  th is  w o rld , an d  p e rse cu te s  “ th e  seed o f  the  
w om an ,”  R ev . X I I I ,  7 ,  8 . T h is p red ictio n , therefore  
so far has n o t been falsified ! ’

A b rah am , to o , w e a r e  to ld  h ad th e  G o sp el preached  
u n to  him . G o d  prom ised  to  g iv e  to  him , and to  his seed 
a f te r  him , in a n  e v e r la s tin g  co v e n a n t, a ll  th e  land “ from  
th e  r iv e r  o f  E g y p t  to  th e  g r e a t  r iv e r  E u p h ra te s "  (which  
n e ith e r  he n o r  h is  se e d  e v e r  g o t )  th a t  in  his seed all 
n a tio n s  o f  th e  e a r th  sh ou ld  be b lessed , and th a t  -'his  
seed shall p o ssess th e  d a te  o f  his e n e m ie s .”

P a u l te lls  u s  th a t  J e s u s  and b elievers in him  “ are  
A b rah am ’s se e d  an d  h eirs  a c co rd in g  to  th e  prom ise” 
(G a l. I l l ,  1 0 , 2 9 ,  G en . X X I I ,  7 ,  1 4 , X X I I ,  1 7 ) .  I f  eo 
assu red ly  th e y  a r e  n o t i n  p ossession  o f  th e ir  in h eritan ce !

D avid  also  p reach ed  th e  G o sp el o f  “ th e  kingdom  of  
G o d ” o r “ h e a v e n " to  K in g  N e b u ch ad n ezzar in in te r­
p re tin g  his d ream . H e  in fo rm ed  him th a t  in th e  days 
o f  fou r K in g s  fo u r o f  h is  s u c ce sso rs  ( I ,  4 1 ,  V I I ,  1 7 ), 
“ th e  G od o f  H e a v e n  w ould  s e t  u p  a  kingdom , which 
w ould b reak  in p ieces a n d  d e s tro y ” his su ccesso rs ' king­
dom s, an d  th a t  i t  sh ou ld  “  s tan d  fo r  e v e r .”  T h is i t  is 
c e r ta in  C h ristian ity  did n o t  do ! fo r  a ll th e  te r r i to r y  held  
by N e b u ch ad n ezzar has su ccessfu lly  re siste d  Christian  
te a ch in g  a n d  f o rc e  o f  a rm s i f  e v e r  used to  ta k e .it .

I n  th e  seven th  c h a p te r  th e  c o n q u e ro r  o f  th ese  king­
d om s is  re p re se n te d  as  co m in g  in th e  clou ds o f  heaven to  
ob tain  g lo ry  a n d  a  k in gd om , a n d  th a t  a ll people and  
n atio n s and lan g u ag es sh ou ld  se rv e  him , and w e a r e  told 
“  th e  sa in ts  o f  th e  m o st high s h a ll  ta k e  the kingdom  and  
possess i t  fo r  e v e r ,”  V I I ,  1 8 . N o  d o u b t th e n  will be ful­
filled th e  prom ise co n ta in e d  in th e  1 4 9 th  P salm . “The  
L o rd  will ta k e  p le a su re  in h is  p eo p le  ; he will beautify  
th e  m eek w ith sa lv atio n  ; le t  th e  sa in ts  be jo y fu l in glory, 
le t th e m  sin g  alo u d  upOD th e ir  beds, le t th e  high praises 
o f  G o d  be in th e ir  m ou th s, a n d  a  tw o-ed ged  sw ord in 
th e ir  han ds to  e x e c u te  v e n g ean ce  u p o n  th e  h eath en , aud 
p u n ish m en t up on  th e  p eo p le , to  bind th e ir  kings with  
ch ain s and th e ir  n o h les  w ith  fe tte rs  o f  iro n .”

M essiah  is d escrib ed  as  a  k in g  and a  distinguished  
w a r r io r !  “ I  w ill m ak e  h e r  th a t  h a lte d  a  re m n a n t!”  
said M ica h , “  and h e r  th a t  w as c a s t  off a  s tro n g  natiou, 
a n d  th e  L o rd  shall re ig n  o v er th e m  on M o u n t Z ion, from  
h e n ce fo rth  a n d  fo r  e v e r .”  A n d  th o u , O to w er o f the  
flock, th e  s tro n g h o ld  o f  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Z ion , u n to  thee  
shall com e th e  firs t d om in ion , th e  K in g d o m  shall com e to  
th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Je ru s a le m .”  A ris e , O  d a u g h te r  o f  Zion, 
fo r  I  w ill m ak e  th y  h o rn  iro n  a n d  th y  h oofs brass, and 
th o u  sh a lt b e a t  in  p ieces m an y  people, and I  will conse­
c r a t e  th e ir  gain  u n to  th e  L o r d ,” M icah  I V ,  0 , 8 ,  13.

I n  th e  seco n d  P sa lm  w e re a d , “  y e t  h av e  I  se t my 
K in g  up on  m y h o ly  hill o f  Z io n .”  “  A sk  o f  m e, and I  
w ill g ive th e e  th e  h eath en  fo r  th in e  in h e rita n ce  aud the  
u tte rm o s t p a r t  o f  th e  e a r th  fo r  a  possession , thou  
s h a lt b reak  th e m  w ith a  ro d  o f  iro n , th o u  s h a lt dash 
th em  in p ieces  lik e  a  p o tte r ’s v esse l.”  I n  th e  R evelation s  
wo re a d , “  ho th a t  o v e rco m e th  an d  k eep eth  m y works 
u n to  th e  e n d  to  him  w ill I  g iv e  p o w er o v e r  n atio n s, and 
h e  sh all r u le  th e m  w ith  a  r o d  o f  iro n , a s  th e  vessels of  
a  p o tte r  th e y  shall b e  b ro k e n  in  sh iv ers  even as  I  
receiv ed  o f  m y F a th e r ,”  I I ,  2 0 .

¥ e  cou ld  q u o te  m an y  o th e r  p a ssa g e s  to  th e  same 
effect, and reco m m en d  o u r  re a d e rs  sp ecia lly  to  read  over 
th e  L X X I I  P sa lm  b efo re  w e p ro ce e d  fa rth e r. R -

C O N V E R S A Z I O N E .

T h e  V ic to ria n  A sso c ia tio n  o f  P ro g re s s iv e  S p iritu alists  
g a v e  a  so iree  a t  th e  M aso n ic  H a ll  on  F r id a y , O cto b er  
2 3 r d . T h e  n ew ly -d eco ra ted  h all w as im proved by the  
ad d itio n  o f  flags an d  flow ers, an d  p resen ted  a  gay  
a p p e a ra n ce . A n  e x c e lle n t c o n c e r t  w as g iv en  u n d er the  
co n d u cto rsh ip  o f  P ro fe s so r  H u g h e s , a f te r  w h ich  a  quad­
rille  p a r ty  w as form ed , a n d  d an cin g  k e p t u p  w ith sp irit  
t i l l  m id n igh t. T h e  c a te r in g  w as su p erin ten d ed  b y a  
c o m m itte e  o f  lad ies , an d  g a v e  g e n e ra l sa tisfactio n . T h ere  
w as a  g o o d  a tte n d a n ce , b u t  th e  h all w as n o t  so  crow ded  
as  a t  th e  A p ril  so iree . T h e  r e tu r n  b all o f  th e  previoiw  
n ig h t , a n d  th e  farew ell c o n c e r t  o f  M ad am e G oddard, 
h av in g  k e p t m an y  o f  th e  u su a l a tte n d a n ts  o f  th e  S p lr‘t - 
u a lis tic  so iree  aw a y . T h e  n e x t  con v ersazio n e will bo 
g iv en  in  J a n u a r y .
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.S P I R I T U A L I S M  V I N D IC A T E D

B ein g  a  rep ly  to  a  d isco u rse  by th e  R ev . J o h n  Graham,
o f S y d n ey , e n title d — “ Spiritualism  and Christi­
anity ; th eir  R evelations and E vidences Com­
pared. B y  J- Tteeman.

( c o n tin u ed  from  page 7 0 7 ).
M r. G rah am  in tro d u ce s  a n o th e r  passage from the Old 

T estam en t— th a t  r e la tin g  to  Saul and th e  woman of 
(  E n d o r— which C h ris tia n s  a lm o st as  frequently quote  

against us j u s t  a s  th e  M o sa ic  prohibition ju s t  disposed 
of. H e  says :—

“ Saul, when he had forsaken God, betook himself to the woman 
of Endor, as a Bpirit medium, who was attended by a familiar 
demon, who impersonated the dead ; and to her dismay God sent 
the real Samuel to warn Saul of his coming doom. If this woman 
were not a medium, and if  the real Samuel did not appear, the whole 
narrative is calculated to favour superstitious delusions. Read 1 
Samuel, chnptcr tw enty-eight." Page 7.

T h e  c h a p te r  re fe rre d  to  affords a  very suggestive  
glim pse o f  th e  p re v a le n ce  o f  a  ce rta in  form  o f S p iritu a­
lism in th o se  o ld en  tim es. “  M edium s” abounded, and  
through th em  th e  peo p le h eld  com m union w ith their  
dep arted  frien d s. B u t  th a t  w as w h at M r. G raham  
calls o n e  o f  th e  “ u n a u th o rise d  m ethods o f a ccess  to  the  
sn irit w orld th a t  is to  sa y , i t  w as “ u n au th o rised " by 
th e  Jew ish  p rie s ts ,  a n d  th a t  co n stitu ted  its  crim in ality . 
T he p rie s t8 o f  all re lig io n s h av e  claim ed to  stand betwee'n 
th e  people a n d  th e ir  G od , and in o rd er to  keep the  
m asses u n d er th e ir  se lf -c re a te d  a u th o rity , th e y  have  
en acted  th e  m o st s tr in g e n t law s and en forced  th em  by 
the m ost te r rib le  p e n a ltie s  ; and th e n  have had th e  un­
blushing a u d a c ity  to  a s s e r t  th a t  th e y  received those  
laws d ire c t from  G o d !  W h a t !  have “ access to  the  
sp irit-w orld ” in d ep en d en tly  o f  th em  ? T h e  “ m edium "  
displace th e  “  p r ie s t  ? ”  N o  ! T h e  th o u g h t can n o t 
be to le ra te d  fo r  a  m o m en t ! T h eir p restig e , position, 
inlluence, and ab o ve a ll, th e ir  em olu m en ts w ould bo 
en d angered  ! A n d  b o n ce  a  law  m u st be m ade, and the  
sanction o f  th e  A lm ig h ty  claim ed for it , to  ex term in ate  
those “  u n a u th o rise d ” e n cro a ch e rs  on  p riestly  p reroga­
tives ; and S au l, w ho, like m an y o th e r  kings, w as little  
b e tte r  th an  a  to o l in  th e  h an d s o f  a  selfish and u n scru ­
pulous p riesth o o d , m u s t be s tirre d  u p  to  oxecuto  th e  
so-called divin e law  ! H e  ob eyed , fo r  w e read  in th e  
th ird  v erse  o f  th e  c h a p te r  th a t  “ Saul had n u t aw ay those  
th a t  had fam iliar  sp irits , and th e  w izards, o u t o f  th e  
land.” T h e  w om an o f  E n d o r , how ever, b y som e m eans 
escaped, and S a u l h im self  afterw ard s visited h er, in the  
hope o f  rece iv in g  a  m e ssag e  from  Sam uel th rou gh  h er  
m edium ship.

Mr. Graham admits that she was a “ spirit medium 
but '.vhat authority has he for saying that she was 
" attended by a familiar demon who impersonated the 
dead ?” The Bible does not warrant this assertion. 
Preachers have such a habit of am ending  that book to 
make it fit their views, and saying for it what it does 
not say for itself, that their deliverances must be re­
ceived with the greatest caution. The passage referred 
to 8aj8 that this ancient “ medium” was attended by a 
“ familiar spirit,” and not a “ demon” as our opponent 
states. But even if  the latter name had been used, the 
rev. gentleman must be aware that the ancients believÆ 
in two classes of demons—good and bad—and there is 
nothing in the narrative to show that she was attended 
by a bad spirit. Socrates believed that he was constant­
ly attended by a “ go o d  demon.” Nor has Mr. Graham 
the slightest authority for stating that the spirit in at­
tendance upon the woman of Endor “im personated  tho 
dead.” The ease under consideration, which is the 
most clear and striking of any related in the Bible, 
teaches the exact opposite of this supposition. Instead 
of any one “ impersonating” the spirit which Saul wished 
to commune with, S a m u el h im s e l f  a p p ea red  ! Such loose 
and unfounded statements respecting scriptural narra­
tives constitute a serious impeachment of either the can­
dour or carefulness of the rev. gentleman, in using the 
Bible against a movement to which lie is opposed.

I t  will be seen in the above extract from his sermon 
that Mr. Graham not only admits the genuineness of the 
woman’s mediumship, but also the reality of Samuel’s 
appearance to Saiil. This saves further controversy with 
him on the case quoted. He says—“ I f  this woman were

not a m edium , and th e  real Sam uel did not ap p ear, th e  
whole n arrative is calcu lated  to  favou r sup erstitiou s de­
lusions.” T he ita lics ,a re  his. And y e t  th e  m ajority  o f  
the clergy , whose published u tteran ces  on tho su b ject I  
have read , have positively denied th at th e  real Sam uel 
appeared . R a th e r than adm it th a t th e re  is any Biblical 
w arran t for Spiritualism , th ey  have had th e  hardihood to  
deny a fact which is a s  c le a r  as  lan guage could m ake it ;  
and thus, to use M r. G raham 's w ords, th e y  have m ade  
a t  least th is p art o f  th e  Bible “ favour superstitious d e lu ­
sions / "  I  will only adduce one illustration  o f  th is class  
— the R ev. C. S . Y .  P rice , o f  G eelong. I  in stan ce  him, 
because he is a m inister o f th e  C ongregational denom ina­
tion to  which M r. G rah am  belongs. I n  a  le c tu re  lately  
delivered again st Spiritualism  he is rep o rted  to  have  
said th at “  Saul's anxious fram e o f m ind, his fatigu in g  
jo u rn ey , and long fastin g , all co n trib u ted  to  re n d e r him  
unusually liable to  deception, and th a t  tho w itch, who 
was assisted b y h er cm issarries, w as doub tless aw are  o f  
his position, was able to  describe th e  ap p earan ce  o f  
Sam uel, and b y h er ventriloquial pow ers sim u late  his 
voice, and in reply to  Saul's inquiries to  p red ict th e  d efeat  
o f  his forces and his own d eath ."  This is ono o f  th e  m qst 
gratu ito u s and barefaced a ttem p ts  to  explain  aw ay th e  
obvious m oaning o f  a  passage th a t I  have m et w ith for 
som e tim e. T h ere is n o t a ti ttle  o f  evidence in th e  n ar­
rative th a t th e  woman was a “ ven triloq uist,”  th a t she  
was assisted by “  em issaries,” and th a t  a  gross “ decep­
tio n "  was practised upon Saul. N o  w onder th a t  so 
m any thinking persons have begun to  d istru st th e  p ro ­
fessional expounders o f th o  B ible, w hen such conflicting  
in terp retatio n s o f  a plain m a tte r  o f  fa c t a r e  g iven  by 
m inisters o f  tho same sect.

I  will now n otice th o  principal passages quoted by ou r  
clerica l op pon ent again st Spiritualism  from  th e  N ow  
T estam en t. T hey a re  intended to  show th a t  should  
“ spirit com m unications" be received “ in tim es p o sterior  
to th e  apostolic,”  th ey  w ould only be from  “ sp irits  o f  
evil,”  and would prove “ a sou rce  o f  fearful delusion ."  
A s th e  tw o principal passages already disposed o f w ore  
p re tty  su re to  be m ade to  do duty for th e  O ld T estam en t, 
so w ero th e  following tw o from  th e  N ew — 1 T im ., I V .,  
1— 3 : 2 T hess., I I . ,  0 — 12. T he first passage speaks o f  
“  th e  la tte r  tim es”  w hen som e should “ give heed to  .se­
ducing spirits, and d o ctrines o f  devils.”  B e fo re  M r. 
G rah am  can  ju stly  apply th is te x t  to  Spiritu alism , ho  
m ust prove th a t these a re  th e  “ la t te r  tim e s ."  I  su sp ect 
th a t tho m iserable failure o f th o  a tte m p t to  m ak e this  
passage fit certain  m ovem ents in th e  .past, will p rev en t  
such a n  a c u te  opponent from  u n d ertak in g so hopeless a  
task . I t  is well known th a t in n early  every  ag e  since  
th e  tim e o f  th e  apostles th e  “ la tte r  tim es w ere sup­
posed to  have com e, ju s t  because certain  se cta ria n  fan a­
tics  fancied th ey  discovered “ d octrines o f  dsvils” in  
views opposed to  th eir own. I t  is qu ite c le a r  from  o th er  
p a rts  o f  m s w ritin gs th at S t . P a u l believed th a t  th e  “ la t te r  
tim es” had daw ned in his day, and th a t th o  end o f th e  
w orld was “ a t  hand b u t as  even ts have proved him  
to  have been a t  least eighteen h u n d red  w ron g in his 
calculation s, M r. G rah am  m ust ex cu se  m e for n o t a c ­
cep tin g  him as an  au th o rity  on  th is point. So lo n g  as  
religious su p erstition  and in toleran ce  reig n , and th e  
B ible is allow ed to  enslave th e  in te llect an d  con scien ce  
o f  m en, so long will th is and kindred passages be hu rled  
a t  liberal m ovem ents, in th e  hope o f  a rre s tin g  th e ir  p ro ­
gress ; and so lo n g  will un reason in g bigots th in k  th ey  
see in th e  diffusion o f  p rog ressive principles, “ sign s”  
th a t th e  “ la tte r  tim es” have a t  la s t  arriv ed . B u t  seeing  
how invariably p ersons o f  th is  class have h ith erto  been  
m istaken in th e ir  reck on in g, and how  often  th e y  have  
been com pelled to  shift th e ir  dates fu rth e r ahead, one  
w ould have th ou g h t th a t a  m in ister o f  M r. G rah am 's  
sag acity  would have paused before he applied th is passage  
to  Spiritualism , le s t tim e should p rov e him  to  be as  m is­
tak en  as  his predecessors.

I  do n o t, however,' ob ject to  th e  u se  ou r opponents  
m ake o f  th is  p assage  m erely  b ecau se  i t  c a n n o t be proved  
th a t  these a r e  th e  “  la t te r  tim es.”  A  b rie f  an alysis o f  i t  
w ill show still m ore con clu sively  how u tte rly  inapp licable  
i t  is  to  Spiritualism . I t  s ta te s  firs t o f  a ll th a t  “  som e 
shall d e p a rt from  th e  fa ith .”  B u t  w h at is  m ean t by  
“ fa ith ? ” and w hose “ faith”  is  re ferred  to  ?  T h is is  th e



724 T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

v e ry  p o in t in d isp u te. M r . G rah am  com p lacen tly  
assu m es th a t  th e  ap o stlo  h ad th e  “ fa ith ” 
o f  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l C h u rch  in view. D oan  
M a c a rtn e y  h as n o  d o u b t a b o u t th e  “ fa ith ” of 
th e  C h u rch  o f  E n g lan d  b ein g  in tend ed. A rchbishop  
V a u g h a n  is  q u ite  su ro  th a t  th e  “ fa ith ” o f  th e  R om an  
C ath o lic  C h u rch  w as m ean t. A n d  so w ith o th e r C hu rches. 
L e t  th o  d ifferen t con flictin g s e c ts  o f  C hristen dom  a g re e  
u p o n  som e definite and ratio n al sy stem  o f  d o ctrin e  before  
th e y  c h a r g e  o th e rs  w ith  “ d e p a rtin g  from  th e  fa ith ,” 
sim p ly b e ca u se  th e  view s o f  som e n arro w  an d  in to le ra n t  
p a r ty  a r e  rep u d iated . W h e n  su ch  a sy stem  is p u t forth  
w e S p iritu alis ts  w ill exam in e i t  on  its m erits , a n d  if  co m ­
p elled  to  r e je c t  i t ,  we w ill t r y  to  show th a t  d ep artin g  
fro m  “ th e  faith ”  o f  C h ristian s  is n o t n ecessarily  syn o n y­
m o u s w ith  d e p a rtin g  from  th e  truth . W e  a c t  on  P au l's  
ad v ice , an d  en d eavou r t o  “  p ro v e  a ll th in g s,”  and only  
“  hold fa s t” , w h a t a p p e a rs  to  us to  be tr u e  a n d  “ g o o d .”  
W e  r e je c t  m an y  o f  th e  p re s e n t dogm as a n d  cu sto m s o f  
th e  d ifferen t ch u rch e s , b ecau se  w e believe th e m  to  be 
esse n tia lly  false  an d  bad . T h e y  form ed n o p a r t  o f p ri­
m itiv e  C n ris tian ity  ; a n d  ev en  if  th e y  did, th e  an cien ts  
a r e  n o t  o u r  ty ra n n ica l m asters . I  believe, how ever, th a t  
S p iritu alis ts  g e n e ra lly  exem p lify  fa r  m o re  o f  th e  rea l  
re lig io n  o f  C h ris t th an  th o se  b igoted  s e c ta ria n s  who 
ta lk  as  th o u g h  th e y  had a  m onopoly o f  th a t  re lig ion , and  
d en ou n ce  as  an ti-C h ris tia n  all th o se  who c a n n o t a cce p t  
th e  lies, fables, a n d  blasp hem ies w hich th e y  te a c h  for  
t r u th . A g ain , w e a r e  said to  “ g ive heed to  sed u cin g  
sp irits  a n d  d o ctrin e s  o f  devils.”  I  ch allen g e M r . G rah am  
t o  p rov e th a t  th e  sp irits  now  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith m ortals  
a r e  “ sed u cin g  sp irits” in  th e  sen se  in w hich he evid en tly  
w ishes th e  p assag e  to  bo u n d erstood . So f a r  as  read in g  
a n d  ob servation  n av e  enab led  m o to  ju d g e , I  say  u n h esi­
ta tin g ly  th a t  in ste a d  of try in g  to  se d u ce  p ersons from  
th e  p a th  o f  t r u t h  a n d  re c titu d e , th o  g r e a t  aim  o f  th eir  
te a ch in g s  an d  effo rts  is  to  draw  th em  from  e rro r  and evil, 
an d  m ak e th e m  tr u e r  a n d  n o b ler m en . E v e n  th o se  wo 
c a ll “ evil”  o r  undeveloped sp irits  co m e b ack  m o re  to  
w a rn  o th e rs  a g a in s t th e  sin s th a t  b e se t th e m , th a n  to  
d ra g  o th e rs  dow n to  th e  d ep th s fro m  w h ich  th e y  are  
slow ly risin g . A s  t o  “ d o ctrin e s  o f  d ev ils ,” l e t  m e ask  
w h a t is  th e re  in  th e  te a ch in g s  o f  S p iritu alism  o f  which  
th is  is  a n  a c c u ra te  d escrip tio n  ?  I f  to  te a ch  th a t  all m en  
a r e  eq u ally  th e  ch ild ren  o f  G od , irre sp e ctiv e  o f creed  
an d  c o u n try , and th e re fo re  o u g h t to  lo ve a n d  help, ra th e r  
th a n  q u a rre l w ith, op press, and m u rd e r, e a ch  o th e r , as  
a ll n atio n s, in clu d in g th o se  called  C h ristian , h av e  to o  
lo n g  d o n e ; th a t  t r u e  happiness co n sists  in being and  
d o in g  go od , r a th e r  th a n  in  em b racin g  c e rta in  beliefs and  
m ak in g  c e rta in  professions ; th a t  vice, a cco rd in g  to  th o  
n a tu r a l co n stitu tio n  o f  th in g s, in evitab ly  so o n er o r  la te r  
e n ta ils  its  p ro p e r p u n ish m en t, w hile v irtu e  re a p s  i ts  de­
se rv e d  rew ard , a n d  th a t  in  th is  fa c t w e have a  sufficient 
w arn in g  a g a in st th e  o n e  a n d  a n  in cen tiv e  to  th e  o th e r  ; 
th a t  th o se  who h av e  p assed  aw ay from  e a r th  still live, 
h a v e  ca rrie d  w ith  th em  in to  a n o th e r  w o rld  th e ir  re m e m ­
b ra n ce  o f a n d  lo ve fo r  th o se  th e y  le ft behind, a n d  a re  
a b le  u n d er ce rta in  cond itions to  re tu r n  to  u s , a n d  im p a rt  
n e e d e d  ad v ice , con solatio n , and h e l p ; th a t  in th e  fu tu re  
s ta te  m e n  a r e  rew ard ed  o r  pu n ish ed  a c co rd in g  to  th e ir  
p rin cip les a n d  co n d u ct, an d  n o t  acco rd in g  to  th e ir  c reed s; 
th a t  p u n ish m en t th e re  is  rem ed ial an d  re fo rm a to ry  in  its  
o b je c t, th a t  p ro g ressio n  is  th e  g ra n d  law  u n d er w h ich  all 
a r e  p laced , and th a t  co n seq u en tly  p u rity  a n d  hap piness  
a w a it  a ll th e  h u m an  fam ily , ns th e  'u lt im a te  ob ject 
f o r  w h ich  th e  E te r n a l  F a t h e r  ca lled  th e m  in to  b ein g— if  
th e se  a n d  s im ilar teach in g s a r e  “ d o ctrin e s  o f  devils,” I  
f o r  o n e  g lad ly  a c ce p t th e m , a n d  c a n  on ly  s a y  th a t  “  d o c­
tr in e s  o f  d evils”  a r e  m u ch  m o re  reaso n ab le , b eau tifu l, 
a n d  h u m an e , a n d  v a s tly  b e t te r  ca lcu la te d  to  e le v a te  and  
blqss m ankind , th a n  n in e -te n th s  o f  th e  “  d o ctrin e s”  o f  
C h ris tia n  th eo lo g ian s. F u r t h e r ,  i f  th is  p assag e  applies  
to  m o d ern  S p iritu alism , th e  follow in g Will be th e  d istin ­
g u ish in g  c h a r a c te ris tic s  o f  th o se  w ho p rofoss i t — th e y  
w ill b e  g u ilty  o f  “  sp eak in g  lies  in  "h y p o crisy , h av in g  
th e i r  co n sc ie n ce  s e a re d  w ith a  h o t  i r o n ; forb id d in g to  
m a r r y ; a n d  com m an d in g  t o  ab sta in  fro m  m e a ts .”  N o w  
w ill a n y o n e  w ith  a n  in tim a te  kn ow ledge o f  S p iritu alists  
v e n tu r e  to  s a y  t h a t  th is  is  d escrip tiv e  o f  th em  a s  a  body?  
I  am  n o t  a w a re  t h a t  th e y  a r e  m o re  in  th e  h a b it  o f  
“ sp e a k in g  lie s  in  h y p o crisy ”  th a n  th e ir  C h ris tia n  n eig h ­

b o u rs. I  h a v e  c e rta in ly  foun d th e m  a t  le a s t quite as 
tru th fu l, o p e n , a n d  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  as  I  used to  find 
o rth o d o x  p ro fesso rs  w hen a m o n g st th e m . N o r  do they  
“ ab sta in  from  m e a ts , w hich G o d  h a th  cre a te d  to  be 
receiv ed  w ith  th an k sg iv in g ,”  n o r  “ fo rb id  to  m arry ,"  
th ou g h  th e ir  view s o f  w h a t c o n s titu te s  tru e  m arriage  
m ay n o t b e  id en tica l w ith  th o s e  o f  so m e religion ists. As 
to  “  h av in g th e ir  co n sc ie n ce  s e a re d  w ith  a  h o t iron ,” I  
m ain tain  t h a t  th is  is  m u ch  m o re  d e scrip tiv e  o f  Christians  
th a n  S p iritu alists . B o th  th e  “ co n sc ie n ce ”  a n d  benevolence  
o f C h ris tian s  m u st be “  so a re d ”  by a  false and barbarous  
th eo lo g y , o r  th e y  co u ld  n o t, f o r  exam p le , believe th at  
a  G o d  o f  love w ould  ban ish  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  H is  children  
to  e te rn a l p u n ish m en t , and th a t  w hile th e y  them selves 
a r e  safe  in  heaven , th e y  w ill bo ab le  to  h e a r tho wails 
a n d  w itn ess th e  ag o n ies  o f  lo s t  so u ls  a c ro ss  th e  “ g reat  
g u lp h ,”— prob ably th e  w ails and ago n ies o f  som e o f their  
ow n n e a r e s t  r e la tiv e s ,— and y e t  th ro u g h  ceaseless ages  
w ill n o t  o n ce  ask  G o d  to  m itig a te  th e ir  sufferings, nor 
in a n y  w ay e x e r t  th em selv es  to  r e sc u e  th o s e  to rm ented  
souls from  th e ir  te r r ib le  d oom  ! N o  t r u e  S p iritu alist is 
cap ab le  o f  su ch  a  sh o ck in g  b elief and su ch  inhum an con­
d u c t as  C h ris tian s  g lo ry  in . I n s te a d  o f  Spiritualism  
“ se a rin g ” th e ir  co n scien ce , a n d  m ak in g  th em  as  callous 
an d  u n feelin g  as  C h ris tian s  a re , esp ecia lly  w hen co n tem ­
p la tin g  th e  d estin y  o f  th e  w ick ed , i t  h as  quickened their 
sonso o f  ju s t ic e , ro u se d  th e ir  b en ev o len ce  as i t  never was 
before, m ad e th em  co n sid e ra te  an d  m ercifu l to w ard s even 
th e  w o rs t o f  m en , and d e te rm in e d  th e m  n ev er to  cease  
th e ir  efforts fo r  th e  g o o d  o f o th e rs , so  lo n g  as  th e re  is a  
sin g le  sou l in  d a rk n e ss  a n d  m ise ry , e ith e r  in th is  world  
o r  th e  n ex t .

I t  w ill th u s  be seen  t h a t  th is  ce le b ra te d  p assage from  
T im o th y  d escrib es  a  s ta te  o f  th in g s  to  w h ich  th ere  is 
n o th in g  in  S p iritu alism  th a t  c o r re s p o n d s ; an d  th a t  con­
seq u en tly  o u r  C h ristian  o p p o n en ts  a r e  to ta lly  unjustified 
in so freq u en tly  flinging i t  in o u r  face .

U p o n  th e  seco n d  s to c k  p assag e  w h ich  M r . G raham  has 
in tro d u ce d  from  th e  N e w  T e sta m e n t, I  w ill only make 
o n e  o r  tw o re m a rk s . P a r t  o f  i t  re a d s— “ A n d  for this 
ca u se  G o d  sh all sen d  th em  s tr o n g  d elu sion , th a t they  
sh ou ld  b e lie v e a lie  ; th a t  th e y  all m ig h tb e  dam ned who be­
lieved  n o t th e  t r u th , b u t h ad  p le a su re  in  u n righ teou s­
n ess .” — 2  T h e ss ., I I . ,  1 1 ,  1 2 . M r . G ra h a m  em phasises 
th e  w o rd s “ s tr o n g  d elu sion ,” th e  m o re  d eep ly  to  impress 
u p o n  his re a d e rs  his b e lie f  th a t  S p iritu a lism  is  th e  thing  
re fe rre d  to  in th e  p assage. I  m ig h t a rg u e , in  reply  to  
him , th a t  w e a r e  q u ite  a s  w illin g  t o  re ce iv e  “  the truth'' 
a s  C h ris tia n s  a r e , b u t th e n  w e  m u B t b e  con v in ced  th a t  it  
is  th e  t r u th , a n d  n o t  so m e cra m p in g  a n d  d estru ctive  
e rr o r  th a t  h as assu m e d  th e  m ask  o f  t r u th . I  m igh t also 
ad o p t th e  re a so n in g  j u s t  em p lo y ed  in  d ealin g  w ith the  
o th e r  p assag e , a n d  show  th a t  w e  a s  a  b o d y  have n o m ore 
“ p le a su re  in  » « rig h te o u sn e ss”  th a n  o u r  p iou s opponents  
in  g e n e ra l h av e, a n d  h e n ce , th a t  th e  p assag e  is  as  irrele­
v a n t as  th e  o th e rs  q u o ted . I  m ig h t a lso  p o in t o u t th a t  
th e  p h en o m en a o f  S p iritu alism  a r e  as  plain , palpable 
m a tte r s  o f  f a c t  as  th e  o rd in ary  th in g s  w h ich  o u r  ph ysical 
senses co g n ise , an d  re sp e c tin g  w h ich  th e ir  testim on y is 
a c ce p te d  b y  a ll m en , a n d  th a t ,  th e re fo re , th e y  a re  n o t  
“  d elu sion s.”  B u t  i t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  to  do th ese  things. 
I  o n ly  w ish  to  sh ow  t h a t  th e  G o d  w h o c a n  “  send” any  
o f  h is  in te llig e n t c re a tu r e s  a  “  s t r i n g  delu sion ,"  because  
th e y  co n scien tio u sly  r e je c t  a s  e r r o r  w h a t o th e r  men, 
differen tly  o rg a n ise d , e d u ca te d , a n d  in te re s te d , deem  to  
b e  “ t r u t h  a n d  w ho, h av in g  in d u ced  th e m  to  “ believe 
a  lie ”  b y  th e  “  d elu sion ”  h e  n as s e n t, w ill th e n  “ damn 
th e m  lo r  i t  to  a ll e te r n ity , is  o n ly  th e  c re a tio n  o f  an  jm - 
p e r fe c t ly  d evelo ped  h u m a n  m in d , a n d  is  not th e  G od oi 
th e  u n iv e rse — th e  In fin ite  F a t h e r .  H e  is  th e  G o d  of 
th e  B ib le , a n d  th e  G o d  o f  o r th o d o x  C h ris tia n ity , b u t he 
is  n o t  th e  G o d  w h ich  S p iritu alism  re co g n ise s  as  w orth y  
o f  a d o ra tio n  a n d  lo v e . T h e  G o d  w h o co u ld  exp el angels  
fro m  h eav en  f o r  th e ir  f i r s t  o ffen ce, a n d  n e v e r  seek to  
b rin g  th e m  b a c k  a g a in  ;  w h o co u ld  p la ce  a  s tro n g  tem p­
ta tio n  b efo re  a n  in n o c e n t m a n  an d  w o m an  a n d  th e n  curse  
th e m  fo r fa llin g  in to  i t ; w h o co u ld  hold u s  u n d er con­
d em n atio n  fo r  so m eth in g  sa id  t o  h a v e  b een  done by 
o th e rs  s i x  th o u sa n d  y e a rs  a g o  ;  w h o se  w ra th  cou ld  only  
b e  a v e r te d  a n d  fav o u r o b ta in e d  b y  a  sy stem  o f  reeking  
sa crifice s , w h ich  cu lm in a te d  in  th e  im m o lation  o f  his 
own s o n ;  w h o co u ld  allow  a  m ig h ty  devil to  “  devour



T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T . 725
nine-tenth s o f  th e  people, w h ose  salvation  he professes 
to  “ w i l l a n d  w ho co u ld  p e rm it th e  souls o f m en to  
w rith e in u n sp eak ab le  h o rro rs  fo r  e v er for th e  sins o f  a 
brief lifetim e on  e a r th — S u ch  a  G o d  I  ad m it would be 
capable o f  sen d in g his c re a tu r e s  a “ s tro n g  delusion,” 
and th en  “ d am n in g” th e m  f o r  believing i t ; b u t he is not 
th e  G o d  I  w orsh ip . H e  is  a  re v o ltin g  m onstrosity , who 
has to o  lo n g  d o m in ated  th e  p u lp its  o f  C hristendom . And 
well w ould i t  bo f o r  M r . G rah am  and his friends if, in­
stead o f  flou rish ing th e  im p o te n t th re a ts  o f  th is  im agi­
n ary  deity  in o u r  fa ce s , th e y  w ould ca s t  him  from  them  
as a d eg rad ip ^  id ol, a n d  tu rn  to  th e  worship o f  tin. 
F a th er , who rev eals  H is  wisdom , p o w er, and goodness in 
the g re a t B ib le  o f  N a tu r e , a n d  w ill assu red ly  in due time 
bring even th e  m o st p ro d ig al o f  I l is  ch ild ren  to  the  
paths o f  tr u th , v irtu e , and happiness.

I  have th u s  disposed o f  th e  prin ciple passages in the  
Bible which a r e  used b y  its  b elievers a g a in st S p iritu a­
lism. T h e y  have been d e a lt  w ith a t  consid erab le length, 
because in rep ly in g  t o  M r . G rah am  I  am  answ erin g our 
C hristian o p p o n en ts  g e n e ra lly , who m ake su ch  a per- 
sistont and u n fair u se  o f  th e se  p assages. I  t r u s t  I  have  
succeeded in show ing th a t  th e  passage ab o u t the woman  
o f F n d o r, w hich h as  th o  m o st obvious and d irect bearin g  
upon S p iritu alism , is  d ecid ed ly  in favou r o f i t— for, if  
she w as a  g o n u in e “  sp ir it m ediu m ,”  and th e  “ real 
Sam uel” co u ld  co m m u n ica te  th ro u g h  h o r, as  M r. G raham  
is con strain ed  to  ad m it, i t  is p rep o stero u s to  deny th a t  
o th er sp irits, b o th  g o o d  and evil, m ay bo able to  com m u­
n icate  th ro u g h  g en u in e  m edium s in o u r  day. A nd with  
re sp e ct to  th e  te x t s  from  th e  N e w  T estam en t, I  think  
any u n p ieju d iced  re a d e r  will see th a t, w h atever else th ey  
m ay apply to , th e y  ce rta in ly  have no referen ce  to  the  
m ovem ent I  am  vin d icatin g .

( T o  be co n tin u ed .)

T n E  E C L I P S E  O F  F A I T H .

A  le c tu re  delivered  a t  th e  M ason ic H a ll on Sunday  
Septem ber, 2 9 th , 1 8 7 4 , b y M r . Ja m e s  F o rs te r .

A  S o lar E c lip s e  is o n e  o f  th e  n ovelties o f  n a tu re , and  
in ou r e a rly  y e a r s  is w a tch ed  w ith considerable in terest. 
T he m an o f  scie n ce  te lls  us a t  w h at h o u r th e  d ark  in­
tru d e r  is  to  com e, and wo w a it and w atch  w ith a  sense 
o f  aw e. A t  th o  h o u r  th e  in te rce p tin g  body com es, and 
ns i t  creep s  a c ro ss  th e  su n 's  b rig h t face, w e a re  en­
veloped in th o  shad ow  o f  a  seem ing n ig h t. W o  r e ­
m em ber th a t  a  c ircu m sta n ce  so unusual and so signifi­
can t, im pressed  u s  v e ry  d eep ly . T h o d arken in g o f th e  
Sun is aw ful a s  a  g ia n t's  sorrow . A n  E clip se  o f  N a tu re  
is highly t y p ic a l ; i t  is illu stra tiv e  o f  ce rta in  s ta te s  o f  
feeling and th o u g h t. O u r  social life is darkened with 
u n exp ected  shad ow s A  co m m ercial panic, a  rash  in vest­
m en t, o r  a  p h ysical a ccid e n t m ay p laco us suddouly in 
th o  clu tch es  o f  n e ce ssity .

M oro freq u en t, how ever, is  th e  E clip so  in  th e  ch an ge­
ful horizon o f  m o rals . W e  a r e  b eaten  in th e  conflict 
w ith a  s tro n g  te m p ta tio n , o r  held by th e  ch ain  o f  
a  ruin ous hab it. W e  v io la te  tru th s , virgin  p u rity  w ith a  
lie to  hide a  c rim e . W o  b e tra y  som e social saviour or  
sink to ' th o  d eg rad atio n  o f  som e se cre t sin. T hese  
varied evils, if  w e  a r e  p u re  enough to  be susceptible, 
raise  u p  a t  in te rv a ls  th e  grim  sp irit o f  rem orse . A n  
E clip se  in m o ra ls  b rin g s  ov er us a n  a c u te  darkness.

A n  E clip so  o f  F a i th  is th a t  sen se o f  scep ticism  which 
assails th e  m in d  o f  th e  th in k in g  m an, th o  contem p lative  
m ind even fro m  a n tiq u ity  h as b een  h arassed  w ith this 
indom itable shadow . I t  is  th e  high b u t solem n p rero-

Stiv e  o f  m an  to  d o u b t, i t  is  dem anded o f him to  
itinguish b etw een  th o  t r u t h  a n d  th e  lie, a n d  th o  lino of 

d em arca tio n  is  dim  a n d  h azy . T o  arriv e  a t  a  tr u e  be­
lief, i t  is  n e ce ssa ry  to  u n b elieve, and th is  p ro cess  is 
extrem ely  p ain fu l, as  o n ly  th e  sce p tic  w ith larg e  
su scep tib ilities c a n  know .

A  m a n 's  re lig io n  m a y  b e  d e a re r  to  him  th an  his 
d e a re st frien d , y e t  h e  m u st te a r  i t  from  his h e a r t. I t  
m ay in sp ire  him  to  th o  ev en in g  o f  his life, y e t  in tho  
p resen ce  o f  th e . b i t te r  end , h e , if  h e  is brave, m ay have  
to  c a s t  i t  beh in d him . T h e  bu ild in g o f  one’s religion  is  
n ecessarily  a  w o rk  o f  difficulty, and m u st be a tta in ed  
m ainly b y th e  in d ep en d en t o p era tio n  o f  th e  reasonin g  
facu lties, th e  ap p reh en sio n  o f  a n  a b s tr a c t  tr u th  is quite

distinct as a  m ental p rocess, from  th e  reco gn ition  o f a  
fact in N atu re .

In  form ing ou r opinion o f  n atu ra l object«, we a re  
guided by th e  testim on y o f th e  senses. N o  sane m an  
who lias seen tho tw o cre a tu re s  would confound the  
elephant with tho rhinoceros.

I  desire, how ever, in th e  m a tte r  n o t to  be m isunder- 
stood. T he evidence o f  th e  senses is  n o t w holly 
reliable, in w atching som e o f  th e  phenom ena o f  N a tu re , 
o r th e  dextero u s perform ance o f  a m agician . T h e  ey e  
m isrepresents, imposes on us th e  sense o f  hearin g, 
of touch, and ta s te  have also som etim es been unfaithful.

I n c a s e s  where th e  ju d gm en t is enfeebled, su ch  as  
extrem e spiritualism , religious ecsta sy , o r  tem p o rary  
delirium  im agination gives ob jectiveness to  shadows, 
and the in su lted soul lives in th e  society  o f  phantom s, 
but w ith th ese exceptions th e  senses are  faithful and  
helpful.

In  first facing tho m om entous qu estion  o f  R elig ion , 
we find ourselves in possession o f  ce rta in  preju dices. 
E a ch  person has a  kind o f  despotic m en tal originality , 
and analyses his religion in his ow n w ay. I n  child­
hood we a re  tru stfu l, we repose in th e  s tro n g  arm s o f  

aren tal r e s t r a in t ; our fath er is o u r  social H e r c u le s ; 
o provides a  su it o f fustian o r b road cloth  for ou r  

body, and a Gospel for th e  grow ing soul, to  th e  boyish  
mind tho m oral outfit is often m ore satisfacto ry  th an  th e  
m aterial, it is accep ted  w ithout critic ism . A  G od is 
presented to  us for worship, d o ctrines fo r  o u r  sp iritu al 
guidance, a heaven for ou r desires, and a  hell fo r  ou r  
intim idation. T o th e  m ass o f  m en, th e  religion  th a t  had  

iloted th eir an cestry  to  heaven is sufficient, w h eth er it 
e Buddhism  o r C atholicism . E v e n  in ripor y ears  th is  

class o f porsous do n o t question o r  c r i t ic is e ; th e y  a re  
conservative and dogm atic in th e  w ide th e a tre  o f  c o n tro ­
versy ; theirs is th e  gram m ar o f  assen t. T h ere is  an o th er, 
and large class o f  persons who have no religious p rede- 
lictions— th e Spiritual link is im perceptible ; th e y  have  
nono but secu lar iu torests. T he first o f  th ese  tw o  
classes are  shrinking and deferential, to  m inds o f harrow  
reach  and easy  bias th ey  m ay be p o etic  n a tu re s , sensi­
tive to  beau ty , b u t n o t to  th e  p ro fo u n d ; th e y  tra v e rse  to  
th e  end w ithout th e  in tercep tion  o f  th e  shado o f  doubt. 
T h o o th e r class who pass by religion a re  th e  slaves o f  
som e secu lar passion. T o th e  one th e  dream  o f  faith  is 
firm  as tho philosophy o f  C o m p te ; to  th e  o th e r  i t  is  
nothing. W h en  w e w ere young w e also burn ed with  
th is fervid zeal, and w en t o u t w ith ou r th eo lo ­
g ical axe  and crow bar, and storm ed  th e  citadel o f  b las­
phem y. B u t  byo and bye wo w ere th rilled  by th a t  
darkn ess w e in dignantly invaded, and laid  dow n o u r  
w eapons in silen t sorrow .

T o oarnest m en and women th ese  a re  am o n g st th e ir  
m ost im pressive rom iniscences. I t  is a  blow d ire c t upon  
th o  soul, sudden and p rostratin g  ; fa ith  ree ls , and hope  
is obscured in tho increasing darkn ess, w e w an der and  
grop e betw een S t. P a u l’s dogm atism , and th o  b rillian t 
scepticism  o f D avid S trau ss, S t . P e te r  and M on taig n e. 
I n  th is E g y p tian  darkness ou r hom e m ade idols cru m b le  
in to  air. T h e  G od o f th e  ch u rch  d e a r to  u s , in sp ite  o f  
his a ttrib u ted  deform ities, falls upon th o  Sword o f  his 
ow n henchm an. T he b itte rn ess  o f  th is  E clip se  can  
only bo felt aa succeedin g a  sin cere  belief. T h ey  who  
have n o t fully tru sted  can n o t g u ag e  th e  a cu ten ess  o f  a  
w asted passion. T he h eart sinks in its solitude as  in  a  
deep d ark  sea. Tho d oub ter stand s in th o  m id st o f  a  
so ciety  th a t worships th e  G od th a t  he has loved and lo st; 
a t  th is tim e th e  enigm as o f  lifo p ress  heavily on  him . 
T he p erp etu ity  o f  P agan ism , th e  fecu n d ity  o f  th e  ra ce  
and Pauperism  s o c ia l .' T h e  crim in al freak s o f  N a tu re , 
th e  apothesis o f  evil. I n  its  m om en ts o f  despondency, 
th o  m ind reso lu tely  despairing, challenges a  reco n cilia ­
tion  betw een presiding goodness, and^ p reso n t evil, b u t  
th ese h y sterical ou tb reak s a re  futile. N e a rly  every  g re a t  
m an, w h eth er ph ilosoph er o r  p o et, n o t  professionally  
identified w ith  th e  C h u rch , ch allen ges i ts  d o ctrin e  o r  
p o lic y ; is  i t  n o t sin gu lar th a t  th is E c lip se  should have  
fallen upon n early  ev ery  b rillian t lay m an , e x ce p t th o se  
who a re  salaried to  keep th e  old faith  b rig h t and b u rn ­
ing. T h e  argu m en t th a t  scep ticism  is th e  p ro d u ct o f  an  
exclusive and scientific tra in in g , break s dow n im m edia­
te ly  i t  is analyzed ; th e  b est kn ow n scep tics  a re  th o se
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wlio have m ade th e o lo g y  th e ir  s tu d y . Su ch m en as  
C o len so , T h eo d o re  P a rk e r , G re g , N ew m an , S tra u ss , o r  
B e n a n  a re  bible s tu d en ts  o f  th e  profou n d est ty p e , and 
tw o  o f  th e se — P a r k e r  and C o len so — ren o u n ced  th e  ojd 
relig ion  a t  th e  risk  o f  losing th e ir  m eans o f  livelihood, 
a n d  in th e  te e th  o f  a  v iru le n t p ersecu tio n . A ll honor  
to  th a t  m an who is high souled enough to  abandon  
w o rld ly  p ro sp e cts  in ob edien ce to  th e  Sovereign  voice o f  
co n scie n ce , for in his m a rty r  p ilgrim age its  q u ie t m usic is 
h is helpful an g el. G r e a t  m en tra v e rse  Ish m ael like th e  way  
o f  d o u b t, and find fo r  us also  a  t r u e r  light. T h is p ath  
o f  so rro w , is  i t  n o t co n se cra te d  by th e  elite  o f  th e  race , 
b u t th e  m ind, a ccu sto m s itse lf  to  its  ch an g ed  e x p e ­
rie n ce s  ; i t  p erceives th a t  lig h t frin ges th e  bord ering  
gloom , o u t o f  th is  m en tal ch aos is g rad u ally  shaped th e  
u n ity  o f  G od , and th e  sim p licity  o f  religion . T h a t  
m e n ta l d ep ression  w hich th e  C h ristian  a ttrib u te s  to  r e ­
m o rse , o r  a  sen se o f  th e  divine d esertio n  is  th e  s ta te  o f  
h e sita n cy  in w hich th e  soul feels in th e  gloom  for a 
firm er footin g, a n d  w hich grad u ally  w ears aw ay. H e  
begin s to  feel th a t  th e  sp ecu la tiv e  a ttitu d e  is n atu ral, 
a n d  th a t  his occasion al fa ilu res a r e  d iscip lin ary . T h e  
p o e t H e r b e r t ,  say s—

“  H o  stu m b leth  le a s t.”
W h o  w alks in stu m b ly  w ays.

T h e  o th e r  im p u tation , th a t  he su ffers from  a  sen se  o f  
th e  D ivin e d esertio n  is re p u d ia ted  by th e  lo gic o f  th e  
sce p tic ’s life. I n  th e  p lace  o f  re lig io u s e c s ta sy  th ere  
is  in h is n a tu re  a  calm  and s tr o n g  v ivacity  T h e ir  life is 
re d o le n t o f  th e  b eau ty  o f th e ir  te a c h in g s ; th e  life o f  
one th a t  w e have n o ted  w as a n  em bodied p ra y e r , and th e  
o th e r  diffused a  ch a rity  th a t  h elp s w ith o u t d e g ra ­
d in g  T h e  G o d  o f th e  d o u b ter  is  a  sym p ath izin g  
c e rta in ty , and to  use a  p h rase  o f  G re g 's , “ im m o rta lity  a  
solem n h o p e.” I s  i t  th en  con ceiv ab le th a t  G o d  should  
leav e  th a t  child  th a t leav es so m u ch  for H im , th a t  
search es  for him  in th e  dim o b scu rity  o f  d o u b t and  
so rro w , th a t  child th a t h as  lo s t so m u ch  to  find th e  A ll. 
N a y , w e r a th e r  th in k  th e  G re a t F a th e r  w ould clin g  
clo ser to  th a t child  who is  lo n ely  in his lo ve for 
H im .

W e  a re  n o t unm indful th a t  th e  p assin g  o f  th e  E clip se  
is  a  tim e  o f  d an g er. M a n  d o u b tin g  stan d s b etw een  e x ­
tre m e s  ; th e  B om ish  p r ie s t  who d o u b ts  n o th in g , and th e  
A p o stle  o f  secu larism , who d ou b ts ev ery th in g , w a it H is  
decision. W e  a re 'a cq u a in te d  w ith m en w hose w restlin g  
in  th e  d ark , seem s to  h av e  m ad e blind, th e  relig iou s co n ­
sciou sn ess, seem s elim in ated . T h ey  rid e alo n o —:

“  W ith o u t  a  p ilo t 
O n  a  sky less se a .”

M o re  th a n  on e m ajestic  figu re h as s tro d e  p ro u d ly  th is  
u n b ro k en  gloom , and a t  th e  end w elcom ed th e  
d ream less sleep. B u t  to  a  class o f  m ind th is  m en tal 
p h ase is  d read fu l, and som e th u s  h a ra sse d  h av e  w orn  
th em selv es to  m elan ch o ly  o r  m ad n ess, a s  th e  sensitive  
ch ild  d re a d sth e  d ark n ess o f  i ts  ch am b er, so does th e  ever- 
sen sitive tru th s e e k e r  shrink from  th e  shadow s th a t  his  
sou l p ro je cts . I t  is  u rg e d  by som e th a t  th e  logical 
o u tco m e o f d o u b t is m aterialism , b u t th is  is  denied by  
e x p e rie n ce  and h isto ry , w ell b alanced m inds esca p e  th e  
fa ta lity  o f  e x tre m e s . T h ey  a r e  th e  ex ce p tio n s  th a t  h av e  
s p lit  on  th e  cold  r e e f  o t a th eism . T h e  G o d  o f  th e  
ra tio n a lis t th ou g h  indefinite, is o f  th e  h ig h est ty p e  ; H o  
is  a  B e in g  in  w h ich  th e  h e a r t  an d  in te lle c t  rep o se , rea l  
a s  a  m a th e m a tica l d em on stration , HiB fu tu re  tap erin g  
in to  shadow s is  l i t  u p  w ith th e  g leam s o f  a  high p ro b a­
b ility  ; even  t o  him  th e  w h ite  lips o f  th e  d ead  do n o t  
sp eak  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  d esp air.

I n  th is  a g e  relig ion  is lo sin g  its  ro m an ce  ; th e  G o d  w e  
se rv e  m u s t b e  h ig h er th a n  p o e try  o r  c o n tro v e rsy . A  
g r e a t  G erm an  p o e t, S ch iller, has w ritte n —

“ H e  on ly  loves 
W h o se  lo ve is  w ith o u t h o p e .”

O .ur h o p e  m a y  be dim , b u t  i t  is  gen u in e , and enw rap s  
i t s e l f  a ro u n d  th e  n e ce ssa ry  G o d  w ith  his infinite p ossi­
b ilities. G o d  is  to o  g r e a t  to  be defined, y e t  H e  is  to o

fialpable t o  b e  distru sted^  S cep ticism  has raised  re -  
ig ion  from  th e  co n d itio n  o f  a  m e re  en th u siasm  to  th a t  

o f  a  p h ilo so p h y. A f te r  p assin g  th e  s to rm fu l ch an g es o f

doubt, we are tranquil in the sense of the Divine 
presence.

T h a t w e m o st d read  th a t  w h ich  m akes m isery and 
evil, is th e  E c lip se  o f  d u ty . S cien ce , p h ysical and m eta­
p h y sical, is  co n tin u a lly  s ta r tlin g  us ’ w ith  surprises 
S tra n g e  p h en o m en a in v ad e th e  ro u tin e  o f  com m on life 
p h enom en a w h ich  e ith e r  p h y sical o r  p sych ological, seem  
p red ica tiv e  o f  a  m y sterio u s , a  less m a te ria l life. ’ Com­
m on p laces a r e  co n se cra te d  w ith  in exp licab le  m anifesta­
tion s. W o  h av e  lo s t  th e  u n c tio n s  o f  o u r  early  dream s 
b u t m y ste ry  rises a t  th e  an g les o f  o u r  life and blocks' 
o u r  w ay . W e  s it  ch ild -lik e  in th e  lap  o f  th e  G reat 
U n k n o w n . O u r  m ain  hope is in  o u r  disposition to  do 
o u r  d u ty . A s  w e [live w e le a rn  th a t  in p rop ortion  as 
o u r  lives a r e  kind and b rav e  a n d  tr u e , th e y  a re  beautiful 
and red eem in g . S e lf-sacrifice  is th e  h ig h est expression  
o f th e  D ivin e in m an . T h e  h ig h e st p ro d u ct o f the  
C h ristian  C h u rch  is  n o t t o  be co m p ared  to  th a t  man 
w ho, u n assisted  by its  g r a c e , b y  sh e e r  se lf-re s tra in t and 
self-sacrifice , d ev elop es th e  m an liest fo rces  o f  his 
c h a ra c te r .

T h a t is a n  ea sy  p ie ty  th a t  c a n  g o  to  H eav en  fo : he- 
liev in g , b u t th a t  is  a  g ra n d e r  p ie ty  th a t  is scrupulously  
ju s t ,  th a t  w ill n o t ta k e  ad v an tag e  o f  its  n eigh b or, th a t will 
w ith a  D ivin e co u rte s y  f o rg e t  its  ow n in terests  in the  
in te re s ts  o f  o th ers.

F a i th  and v irtu e , lik e  J e s u s  o f  N a z a re th , a re  often 
cro w n ed  w ith th o rn s , an d  lik e  H im , d e se rte d  by th e ir  dis­
cip les

W e  a r e  n o t  C h ristian s  in  th e  m o d ern  accep ta tio n  o f  
th a t  te rm , a lth o u g h  w e lo ve th o s e  v irtu e s  th a t  con stitu ­
te d  C h ris t's  o rig in ality . E e v e re n tly  w e bow before th at 
life th a t  w as em bodied go od n ess, a n d  closed  in the  
h igh est in stan ce  o f  m oral m a rty rd o m . I f  as  th e  Church  
a lle g e , w e c a n n o t p ass th ro u g h  th e  g a to  o f  heaven, but 
b y th e  v irtu e s  o f  th a t  sacrifice , th e n  w e w ill hope to  
m ig ra te  to  a  b e t te r  p lace , W e  d a re  n o t insult the 
m oral M a je s ty  o f  C h ris t by tra d in g  w ith his virtues. 
J e s u s  w as b o rn  illu strio u s, a n d  w alked by th e  path of  
re c titu d e  to  th e  m a rty r  g ra v e . W e  r e s t  in th e  keeping  
o f  th e  G r e a t  S p irit th a t  H o serv od . H o  hath p u t us 
h ero  in th is  s tr a n g e  w o rld , kn ow ing how  easy  i t  is to  
b e  viciou s, how h a rd  to  be v irtu o u s, how excep tion al to  
to  be ju s t ,  how  im possible to  b e  h o ly . B esid es m ystery  
a n d  sin , H e  h as  w reath ed  o u r  p a th  w ith goodness, in tel­
le c t , a n d  b e a u ty . A  few  th e r e  a r e  who sm ooth and 
soften  th e  p ilg rim ag e  o f  th e  m iserab le . Som e o f  these 
D ivin e on es h av e  p assed  aw ay . B u t  i t  is said they  
co m e in to  th is  w orld b eatified  an d  -w hisper o f  a  land 
th a t  h as  n o d eath  o r so rro w . W h o  shall re s is t th e  foot­
s te p  o f  co n je ctu re  ?  T h e  Im m o rta l  m u st be w iser than  
wo who h av e  to  die b efo re  w e le a rn  th e  m y ste ry  o f life. 
W e  look in to  th e  dim  h e re a f te r  w ith  th e  saddened 
cu rio s ity  o f  th o se  who m u s t p ass in to  its  darkness, and 
to  u s  who h av e  so m u ch  d o u b te d ; th e  G r e a t  F a th e r .

“ F o ld e d  ro u n d  w ith n ig h t  
Seem s s te p p in g  fro m  th a t  d ark n ess  w ith a  sm ile.”

T h e  n ig h t and d ay  a r e  b e a u tifu l to  u s . O n bright 
m orn in gs, wo a re  m oved  to  e c s ta sy  v eg etab le  l i f e ; even 
th e  p o o r g ra s s  b lad e w aits  y e a rn in g ly  w ith its  dew drop  
t e a r  fo r  th e  m o th e r S u n . M u s ic  o f  th e  G re a t M aster  
peals fro m  foliage o f  bush an d  t r e e . T h is  beautiful 
v ivacity  tlirills  th e  h e a r t . T h is  is  th e  p o e try  o f  pan th e­
ism , b u t in  th e  ev en in g  w o a r e  less  rh ap sod ic, in its  
th o u g h t, in sp irin g  s ile n ce  a n d  d ark n ess, alon e w ith th e  
g r e a t  A lo n e  w e m e d ita te  o r  p r a y , u n d er th e  solemn 
M a je s ty  o f  th e  Btar w orld  ; w e a r e  a  th o u g h t environed by  
u n con sciou s b eau ty . I s  th e re  n o t  a  d e e p e r m u sic , a ra re r  
b e a u ty  in  th e  hu m an soul, an d  m ay  w e n o t  h o p e to  live th a t  
o u r  q u ie t life  m ay  b e  re fle c tiv e  an d  in sp irin g , reflecting  
t r u t h  an d  goodnesB, an d  in sp irin g  h o p e, th e n  w hen w e are  
g a th e re d  t o  th e  p ale  r e n o s e ; th e y  w h om  w e leave m ay  
re a d  its  s to r y  as  a  s a cre d  poem .

T O  S U B S C B I B E E S .

. S u b scrib ers  a r e  re sp e c tfu lly  rem in d ed  th a t  th e  sub­
scrip tio n  f o r Y o l .  5  is  n o w  ov erd u e, a n d  req u ested  to  for­
w a rd  sam e a t  th e ir  e a r lie s t co n v en ien ce . S ev era l sub­
s c rip tio n s  for th e  fo u rth  y e a r  a r e  n o t  y e t  paid.
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A F E W  P H E N O M E N A  A P P A R E N T L Y  R E L A T E D  

T O  A  C E R T A I N  K I N D  O F  M A G N E T IS M .

M r  D ead  F b ie n o ,— T o m e th e re  is a t  p resen t hardly  
any ch ap ter in th e  B o o k  o f  N a tu r e  o f  m o re  im portance  
than th a t o f  m agn etism . T h e  know ledge o f  th e  mode 
in which fo rces  a c t  up on it , and again  tho m ode in which 
it is used as  a  fo rce  an d  th e  re su lts  th erefro m , m ay reveal 
to  man exp lan ation s o f  p h en o m en a which in im portance  
probably ran k  h ig h est am o n g  th e  discoveries he was to 
this day d estin ed  to  m ak e. O u r re la tio n s to  our fellow 
beings, anim als, p lan ts , m in erals , sp irit spheres, and 
reciprocal a c tio n s  an d  co n seq u en ces , all th ese m ysteries 
before w hich even th e  m o st enligh ten ed  o f  us a t  present 
stand as  w ith b an d ag ed  ey es , to  iny m ind can probably  
not be u n d erstood  u n til th e  law s o f  m agnetism  are  made 
clear.

E xp erim en ts  h av e  given  u s  h e re  and th e re  sm all indi­
cations o f  th e  m ig h ty  fo rce  i t  co n s titu te s  in tho hands of 
those th a t  u se  i t  co n scio u sly  o r un consciously, some 
tim es for a  n o b le, som e tim es fo r  a  degrading purpose. 
B u t all w e know  o f i t ,  o r  th in k  w e know o f it, and the  
law o r law s u n d er w h ich  i t  m ay a c t ,  is insignificant com ­
pared w ith th e  im p o rta n t and la rg e  field th a t presents  
itself  for e x p lo ra tio n .

T o draw  a  la r g e r  a tte n tio n  to  th ese  m atters  I  apply to  
your g en ero sity , and b eg  y o u  to  in se rt th ese  few lines into  
th e  A a r b in g c r  o f  L i g h t .  A t  th o  sam e tim e I  wish a  
mind who lias s tu d ied  th is  su b je ct w ould com e forw ard, 
and state the f o r c e  o r  f o r c e s ,  an d , i f  possible, form ulate  
its mode o r  t h e ir  m odes o f  action, th a t  prod uce the  
following p h e n o m e n a :—

1. B .  co m in g  w ith in  th e  atm o sp h ere  o f  any person  
find» him self m o re  o r  less a tt r a c te d  o r  repulsed.

2 . C . co m in g  w ith in  th e  atm o sp h ere  o f  a  person here  
or th ere  feels  sud denly a ro u se d  sexu al desires, which  
generally a r e  in a  s ta te  o f  d o rm an cy.

3 . D .’s b ed  w as m ad e  and room  arran ged  by a  person  
who on a c c o u n t o f  so m e m en tal trou b les had n o t been  
able to  sleep  fo r  so m e n ig h ts  p ast. This tim e D . spent 
a  restless n ig h t in his bed.

4 . E .  p laces  th o  palm  o f  his hand in th a t  o f  F .  Som e­
tim es one o r  b o th  h av e  a  sensation . (K iss in g  on  the  
m outh, b re a th in g  on  a  p erson , & c.)

5 . G . is in  a  h ealtliy  and s tro n g , and H . in a  weak  
cond ition. T h e y  a r e  s ittin g  in th e  d ark  a t  a  w riting  
tab le w ith th e  p alm s o f  th e ir  han ds on  it . G .'s  back o f  
head is tu rn e d  to w ard s so u th , th a t  o f H . tow ard s n orth . 
A fter th e  e x p ira tio n  o f  ab o u t te n  m inutes G . has the  
sensation of sw ollen  fin gers, shootin g pains down the  
forearm , a n d  a f te r  a b o u t tw e n ty  m in u tes ho also feels 
shooting p ain s in  th e  fo re p a rt  o f  his cereb ru m . The  
exp erim en t ¡b stop p ed . T h e y  w alk to g e th e r  for a  mile 
and a  half, th e n  s e p a ra te . O n  re tu rn in g  G . finds him­
self giddy, c a n n o t w alk  in a  s tra ig h t line, feels exhausted.

6 . S . h ad  fa ce -a ch e . T . w ith  h e r  hand m ade passes 
ov er th e  p a r ts  ach in g , an d  relieved  h er p artly , b u t had 
n e x t d ay  also  faco  a ch e . T h o husband o f  S ., w hen pain  
o f  T . w as v e ry  sev ere , m ad e passes ov er th e  places pain­
ing, a n d  th e re b y  g a v e  te m p o ra ry  relief, b u t never 
(ca u g h t th e  d isease) f e lt-th e  face-ach e.

7 .  R . s tan d s  b efo re  L . ,  w ho sits  in an easy  ch air, holds 
th e  palm s o f  h is  h an d s fo r  a  li ttle  w hile o v e r L . ’s head, 
m akes p asses o v er h is  body, a n d  L .  becom es physically  
u n con sciou s, th a t  is , L .  does n o t see, ta s te , sm ell, hear, 
o r feel th ro u g h  th e  m ed iu m  o f his ph ysical senses.

8 . O . had- m an y  tim e s  in  his house m ade passes over
P . ,  an d  p laced  him  th u s  in  a n  .unconscious s ta te . P .  left 
for a  p lace  7 2  m iles d is ta n t. A n  h o u r h ad been arran ged  
b efore leav in g  w h en  O . should m ak e passes tow ard s him  
a t  his n ew  re sid e n ce . A t  th e  app oin ted  tim e 0 .  lifted  
u p  his hands, h o rizo n ta lly , a n d  w h en  th e y  cam -' ; n  this  
position in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  P . ,  0 .  received a  s e c t i o n  
like a  sm all e le c tr ic  sh ock . H e  th e n  m ade p ’ ŝps  ,n  ‘ he 
a ir  to w ard s th e  d ire c tio n  th u s  in d icated , who’  p .  becam e  
p a rtia lly  u n co n scio u s, as  w as afterw ard s proven.

9 . J .  R .  N e w to n , M .D . in  A m e rica , sends his u 1,A‘ 
grap h  to  a  p e rso n  in  M elb o u rn e . Som e p ersons th at  
tak e  i t  in  th e ir  h an d s w ith  th e  o b ject o f  looking a t  D r. 
N ew to n ’s p ic tu re , E xp erien ce  a  p ecu liar  sensation.

1 0 .  M r s ..M e t tle r ,  in  A m e rica , sends a  le tte r  to  a  g en ­
tlem an  liv in g  a t  a  d istan ce  o f  tw o th ousan d m iles. H e

n“  for ,a  lon?  li,me been confined to bed w ith rheum atism .

* • « . a .
11 . The s a m e l .  R . N ew ton , M .I ) ,  w r ite s : " W h i l e  

healing m  Syracuse, N ew  Y ork , a s tran g er, who had  
ju s t  been cured asked me w hether I  would go to F u lto n ,

ew a ork, and cu re his wife, who had been bedridden  
tor over th ree years, and unable to  s it up d u rin g th at  
ime. I  told him th a t I could cu re h er w ithout seeing  

her, as well as to  go th e r e ; and tak ing his righ t hand, I  
said : "  K eep yo u r thought upon yo u r w ife ; I  will give 
her a shock like an  electric  b a tte ry , and w ith it her 
disease will instantly leave ; she will arise  perfectly  well, 
dress herself, call a witness, and n o te  th e  precise tim e, 
and th en  walk out-doors. W h en  you arriv e  hom e she 
will m eet you a t  th e  door, and say, N ath an , I  am  well 
now ." T h at is yo u r name ? “ Y e s ,"  said he, *• m y nam e  
is N athan R ow ley.” 1 had never seen  him b u t a  few  
m om ents, and never heard his nam e before I  called . 
This was on Tuesday. I  lectu red  in O sw ego th e  n e x t  
Sunday, when M rs. Row ley appeared in th e  audience, 
cam e upon the platform , and related th e  w onder o f  her  
c u r e ; said she never heard o f  healing a t  a  d istan ce  
b efo re ; th a t she received a powerful sh ock ,an d  felt th a t  
she was cu re d ; she arose, noted th e  day au d 'h o u r, and  
called a woman to  witness w hat appeared to  h er a  
m iracle.”

“ This cu re took placo precisely a t  th e  sam e tim e th a t  
elim inated the influence through her husband, and every  
word th a t was to ld  to  him was verified. Sh e cam e 11  
m iles to m ake a  public sta tem en t o f  tho facts , unso­
licited ."

I  intentionally have confined m yself to  th ese  few phe­
nom ena, leaving for tho p resen t un tou ched tho im m ense  
num ber o f  astounding facts th a t  cou ld  bo cited . T o  
those th a t have com e in personal co n ta ct with sim ilar  
facts  the above short description will bo su fficien t; to  
those th at have only read ab o u t th em  no descrip tion  o f  
them  m ay suffice. T hese had b e tte r  becom o exp eri­
m enters.

I  rem ain , y o u r friend,
W . P H I L I P P I .

A lb u ry, N .S .W ., O ctober IS , 1 8 7 4 .

D U N E D I N  N E W S .

Tho Otago D aily  Tim es  o f  O cto b er 1 5 th  con tain s a n  
acco u n t o f  a  social m eeting held a t  th e  M ason ic H all, 
D unedin, to  bid farewell to  M r. Thom as R edm ayn e  
(form erly  president o f  th e  local so ciety  for th e  investi­
gation  o f  Sp iritu alism ) on  th e  eve o f  his d ep artu re  for  
California. There w ere ab o u t 1 5 0  persons p resen t, th e  
ch air being occupied by R . S to u t, E sq ., M .P .C . A fte r  
eulogising M r. R edm ayn e's public and p riv ate  ch a ra cte r,, 
he alluded to his conn ection  with Spiritualism  as  follow s;  
“ I t  was, however, n ecessary  to  p resen t a n o th e r  ch a ra c ­
te r  in which M r. R edm ayne had ap p eared , aud th a t w as  
ns tho first P resid en t o f  tho first S o ciety  form ed in  N ow  
Zealand for in vestigating Spiritualism .— (A p p lau se).—  
I n  th ose days th e re  was a dan ger o f  people hiding th e ir  
opinions in "order to  please th eir neighbors. So fa r  was 
th is concerned , th a t people cam e to  have n o opinions a t  
all.— (L a u g h te r .)  E v ery o n e , w h atever his opinions  
w ere, ou gh t to  bo fearless and bold, a t  th e  sam e tim e  
th a t he was to leran t. E v ery on e should reco g n ise  th e  
possibility th a t  in religious opinions, ho m ight be m is­
taken. H a v e  th is recognised, and th ere  would be m ore  
harm ony and less b igotry . I n  referen ce  to  Spiritu alism , 
he would say  he w as n o t a  S p iritu alist h im self; b u t he  
believed tho su b ject should be prop erly  in vestigated  and  
discussed— he believed th a t  i t  and all o th er su b jects  
should be brou gh t u n d er th e  te s t  o f  observation . I n  th e  
in vestigation  o f  all questions, w h eth er religious o r  o th er­
w ise, w e should begin w ith th e  fa cts  o f  observation . 
This w as w h at th e  S p iritu alists  w ore doing. This w as  
th e  only tru e  scientific m ethod. T h e  g re a t c r y  som e 
th reo  o r  fo u r y ears  ag o  was, “ W h y  do n o t th e  scientific  
m en tak e u p  th e  su b ject ? ”  W e ll , C rook es fo r  one had  
tak en  i t  up , a n d  w h at w as now said o f  him  ? W h y , th a t  
he w as crazy , like all th e  r e s t .— (G r e a t  la u g h te r .)  U n ­
fortu n ately , perhaps, for th o se  w ho hold th ese ad van ced  
views, th e y  w ere n o t, i t  app eared  from  re ce n t doings in
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th e  co m m u n ity , e n title d  to  an y  co n sid eratio n . P eo p le  
d ared  n o t  even  re a d  th e ir  p ap ers. I t  w as th o u g h t by 
so m e th a t  th e  tid e  o f  ad v an cin g  opinion cou ld  be stem m ed  
b y  a tte m p tin g  to  stop  th e  read in g  o f  ce rta in  books and  
p a p e rs  ; b u t th a t  cou ld  n o t  be done— it  w ould p u t a  stop  
t o  a ll p ro g re ss . (A p p la u se .) M r . S to u t referred  to  
th e  m oral basis o f  th e  prog ression ists , which w as, th a t  
e v e ry  im m oral a c t  b ro u g h t p u n ish m en t. A s  w e could  
n o t in frin g e  w h at w ere  te rm e d  ph ysical law s w ithout 
su fferin g , so one cou ld  n o t  offend a g a in s t th e  m oral law s  
w ith o u t m eetin g  With pu nish m en t. A nd y e t  som e 
ig n o ra n t ill-inform ed people ta lk ed  as  if  th e  new  philosophy  
w as sap p in g  th e  basis o f  m orality . H e  re fe rre d  to  M r. 
B e d  m ay ne as  a  p riv a te  frien d, and assu red  him th at  
w hile w ishing him  G od -sp eed , th e y  w ould be glad to  
w elcom e him  back again . H e  th en  p resen ted  M r. lted -  
rnayne w ith an  eleg an tly  illu m in ated  an d  fram ed ad d ress, 
sign ed  by several friends on  b eh alf ol th e  m eetin g ."

M r. lte d m a y n e  m ad e a b rie f  b u t a p p ro p ria te  rep ly . 
T h e  ro p o rt con clu d es a s  follow s :— “ T h e  m eetin g  m u st  
h av e been m ost g ra tify in g  to  M r . R ed m ay n e, who, by  
h is s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  and u p rig h t co n d u ct, and m anly  
in d ep en d en ce , had m ade so m any frien d s."

C R E A T I O N  A N D  R E D E M P T I O N .

T h e  sup position o f  th e  D ivine design o f  a  rev elatio n  
is th e  re su lt o f  a  foreg on o con clu sion  in its  favou r, and  
n o t su g g ested  b y an te ce d e n t prob ability . D ivines assu m e  
th a t  a  com m u n ication  o f  th is n a tu re  is in acco rd a n ce  
with reaso n , and w as n ecessary  for th e  salvation  o f  th e  
h u m an  race , sim ply b ecau se  th e y  believe t h a t  i t  to ok  
p lace , and no evidence w o rth y  o f  th e  n am e is ever  
offered in su p p o rt o f  th e  assu m p tio n . A  revelation  
h aving , i t  is sup posed been m ade, th a t  rev elatio n  is co n ­
seq u en tly  sup posed to  h av e  been co n tem p lated , a n d  to  
h av e ju stified  an y  suspen sion  o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  N a tu re .  
T h e  prop osition  fo r  which evidence is dem anded is 
viciously  em ployed as  evid en ce fo r  itself. T h e  co n ­
sid eration s involved in an  assu m p tio n  o f  th e  n ecessity  
a n d  reaso n ab len ess o f  such a  rev elatio n , how ever a re  
a n te ce d e n tly  in cred ib le , and co n tra ry  to  reaso n . W o  
a r e  ask ed  to  b elieve th a t  G o d  m ad e m an in  H is  ow n  
im ag e , p u re  a n d  sinless, and in tend ed him  to  continu o  
so , b u t th a t  s ca rce ly  h ad th is , his n o b lest w o rk , le f t th e  
h an d s o f  th e  C re a to r , th a n  m an  w as te m p te d  in to  sin by  
S a ta n , a n  all-p o w erfu l and p e rs is te n t en em y  o f God, 
w h ose e x is te n ce  a n d  an tagon ism  t o  a  B e in g  in  whose  
ey e s  sin is abom inable, a r e  n o t a cco u n te d  for, a n d  a re  
in cred ib le . A d am 's  fall b ro u g h t a  cu rse  up on  th e  e a r th , 
a n d  in cu rre d  th e  p en alty  o f d eath  fo r  him self, and for  
th e  w hole o f  his p o sterity . T h e  h u m an  r a c e , alth ou gh  
c re a te d  p e rfe c t an d  w ith o u t sin , th u s  d isap pointed  th e  
e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  th e  C re a to r , a u d  b ecam e daily  m o re  
w ick ed , th e  E v il S p irit h av in g su cceed ed  in fru stra tin g  
th e  designs o f  th e  A lm ig h ty , so th a t  G o d  rep en ted  th a t  
h e  h ad m ad e m an , and a t  le n g th  d estro y ed  by a  d elu ge  
a ll  th e  in h ab itan ts  o f  th e  e a r th , w ith th e  e x ce p tio n  o f  
e ig h t p erson s, who feared  H im . T h is sw eeping purifi­
ca tio n , ho w ever, w as as  fu tile  a s  th e  orig iu al d esign , and  
th e  r a c e  o f  m en  soon b ecam e m o re  w ick ed th a n  ever. 
T h e  final and on ly  ad eq u ate  rem ed y devised by G od for  
th e  salvation  o f  H is  c re a tu re s , b ecom e so d esp erately  
a n d  h o p elessly  evil, w as th e  in ca rn a tio n  o f  H im se lf  in 
th e  P e rs o n  o f  “ T h e  Son,”  th e  second P e rso n  in a  m y s­
te rio u s  T rin ity , o f  w h ich  th e  G odhead is  said td  bo 
com p osed , (w ho w as con ceiv ed  by th e  H o ly  G h o st aud  
b o rn  o f  th e  V irg in  M a r y ,)  a n d ” H is  d eath  up on  th e  
C ro ss  as  a  v icario u s exp ia tio n  o f  th e  sins o f th e  w orld , 
w ith o u t w hich su p p osed  satisfactio n  of th e  ju s tic e  o f  
G o d , his m e rc y  co u ld  n o t possibility  have been exten d ed  
t o  th e  frail a n d  sinful w ork  o f  his ow n hands. T h e  
cru cifix io n  o f  th e  I n c a r n a te  G o d  w as th e  cro w n in g  g u ilt  
o f  a  n a tio n  w hom  G o d  h im self h ad  se lec ted  as  H is  ow n  
p e c u lia r  p eo p le , and whom  H e  had con d escen d ed  to  
g u i d e 'b y  co n s ta n t d ire c t  revelation s o f  H is  w ill, b u t  
w h o , fro m  th e  first, h ad  disp layed th e  m o st p ersisten t  
a n d  re m a rk a b le  p ro cliv ity  to  sin a g a in st H im , an d , in  
sp ite  o f  th e  w onderful m iracles  w ro u g h t on  th e ir  behalf, 
t o  fo rsa k e  H is  se rv ice  fo r  th e  w orship o f  o th e r  gods.

W e  a r e  ask ed  to  b elieve, th e re fo re , in th e  fru stra tio n  of 
th e  D ivine design  o f  c re a tio n , and in th e  fall o f  man 
in to  a  s ta te  o f  w ickedness h atefu l to  G od , req u irin g and  
ju stify in g  th e  D ivin e design  o f  a  rev elatio n , and such a 
revelation  as  th is , as  a  p re lim in ary  to  th o  fu rth e r  prop o­
sition  th a t, on th e  su p p osition  o f  su ch  a  design, m iracles 
would n o t  be c o n tra r y  t o  reaso n .

T h e  w hole th e o ry  o f  th is  a b o rtiv e  design o f  creation , 
w ith su ch  im p o ten t efforts to  am en d  it , is  em phatically  
co n tra d ic te d  by th e  g lo rio u s  p erfectio n  and invariability  
o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  N a tu re . I t  is difficult to  say  w hether  
th e  d etails  o f  th e  sch em e, o r  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  which 
a re  sup posed to  have led to  i ts  ad o p tion , a re  m ore  
sh ock in g  to  reason o r  to  m o ral sen se . ” — S u p ern a tu ra l  
R elig io n .

T O  T I t A N C E - M E D I U M S .

M y  D ear F riend,— I  should feel m u ch  obliged, if  the  
d ifferen t tran ce-m ed iu m s now  a c tiv e  in variou s p a rts  of 
th o  co lo n ies w ould have th e  k ind ness to  favou r me 
d ire c t o r  th ro u g h  th e  p ag es o f  th e  H a r b in g e r  o f  L ig h t  
w ith th o  sen satio n s th e y  have e x p e rie n ce d  du rin g their  
d ev elop m en t, and w h ich  th e y  n o w  e x p e rie n ce , on arms, 
han ds, legs, feet, d iap h rag m , lu n g s, h e a r t, th ro a t, cere ­
brum , cereb ellu m , spin e, & e., a n d  th e  o rd e r  o f  gradual 
d isap p earan ce  o f  sen ses, w h en  g o in g  in to  tra n c e , and  
th o  sen satio n s, & c., w hen co m in g  in to  a  s ta te  o f con­
sciousn ess ag ain  ; a lso , w ith  th e  in fo rm atio n  w hether 
th ese  sen satio n s have been o r  a r e  a lte re d , w hen they  
(t r a n c o  m ed iu m s) h av e  been o r  a r e  m agn etised  by differ­
e n t  o p e ra to rs , o r  by an  a lte ra tio n  o f  food, b a th , & c., or  
b y a  d ifferen t s ta te  of h ealth , a tm o sp h e re , &c.

M y  ad d ress is W .  P h ilip p i, A lb u ry , N .S .W .

I  rem ain , y o u r  frien d,

W . P H I L I P P I .
A lb u ry , O c to b e r  1 9 ,1 8 7 4 .

T I L T O N 'S  C R E E D .

T h e  follow in g b eau tifu l lines, p u blished by Theodore  

T ilto n  m an y  y e a rs  a g o , a r e  w o rth  rep rin tin g  now :—

A s o th e r  m en  h a v e  creed s, so  I  h av e  m ine ;
I  k e e p  th e  h o ly  faith  in G o d , in m an,
A n d  in th e  A n g e ls  m in is tra n t b etw een .
I  hold to  one tr u e  c h u rch  o f  a ll tr u e  souls,
W h o se  ch u rch ly  sea l is  n e ith e r  b re a d  n o r  wine,
N o r  la y in g  on  o f  hands, n o r  h o ly  o i l ;
B u t  on ly  th e  an o in tin g  o f  G o d ’s  g ra ce .
I  h a te  all k in gs, and c a s te , a n d  r a n k  o f  b irth  ;
F o r  all th e  son s o f  m en  a r e  son s o f  G o d  :
N o r  lim ps a  b e g g a r  b u t is  n o b ly  b o m ;
N o r  w ears  a  slave a  y o k e , n o r  c z a r  a  crow n,
T h a t m ak es him  less  o r  m o re  th a n  j u s t  a  m an .
I  lo ve m y c o u n tr y  a n d  h e r  r ig h te o u s  cause,
S o d a re  I  n o t k eep  s ile n t o f  h e r  sin ;
A n d  a f te r  F re e d o m , m ay  h e r  b ells  r in g  P e a c e  !
I  lo v e  o n e w om an w ith  a  h o ly  fire,
W h o m  I  re v e re  as p rie s te ss  Of m y  h o u se  ;
I  s ta n d  w ith w o n d erin g  aw e  b efo re  m y  babes,
T ill th e y  reb u k e  m e  to  a  n o b le r  life.
I  keep a  faith fu l frien dship  w ith  m y  frien d,
W h o m  lo y ally  I  serv o  b efore  m yself.
I  lo ck  m y lips to o  c lo se  t o  sp eak  a  l i e ;
I  w ash m y  h an d s to o  w h ite  to  to u c h  a  brib e ;
I  ow e no m an a  d e b t I  c a n n o t p a y ,
S a v e  on ly  o f  th e  lo ve I  o u g h t to  owe.
W it h a l ,  e a ch  day b efore  th e  b lessed  H eav en  
I  o p en  w ide th e  ch am b ers  o f  m y  soul,
A n d  p ra y  th e  H o ly  G h o st to  e n te r  in.

T h u s  read s th e  fa ir  co n fessio n s o f  m y  fa ith  ;
S o c ro sse d  w ith  c o n tra d ic tio n s  o f  m y  life,
T h a t  n o w  m ay  G o d  fo rg iv e  th e  w ritte n  lie !

. Y e t s t i l l .b y  h elp  o f  H im  w ho h elp eth  m en  
I  face  tw o  w orlds, and fe a r  n o t  life  o r  death ,
O , F a t h e r ! lead  m e  b y  th y  h an d  ! A m en .
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T H E  S U N D A Y  Q U E S T I O N .

B y  th e  re je c tio n  o f  M r . W o o d s ’ m o tio n  th e  Sunday  
question is  fo r  th e  p re s e n t shelved, b u t w e w ould u rge  
all free-th in k ers and p ro g re ss io n is ts  n o t to  allow  th e  
m atter  to  be lo s t s ig h t of. F r o m  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  the  
agitation  to  th e  p re s e n t tim e  th e  arg u m en ts  have all been  
ou tb e  side o f  th e  A n ti-S a b b a ta ria n s , th e  issues raised  
by th e ir  o p p o n en ts  b ein g  sid e o n es, and fu lly  answ ered  
even in th e  reso lu tio n s o f  th e  Su nd ay F reed o m  p arty . 
One o f th e  s to ck  o b jectio n s to  th e  op en in g o f  th e  Public  
L ib ra ry  w as th a t  i t  w ould n e ce ss ita te  th e  em p lo ym en t 
o f  several p erson s on  th e  Sab bath . W e  opine th a t  th ere  
a re  as m an y p erso n s em p lo yed  in co n d u ctin g  a  good  
sized ch u rch , w hile th e  m oral, in te lle ctu a l, and sp iritu al 
benefit d eriv ab le  from  th e  tw o  a r e  a ll on  th e  side o f  the  
L ib ra ry , a p a r t  from  th e  m u ch  la r g e r  n u m b er it would 
be patron ised  b y . T h e  p o sitio n  o f  th e  S ab b atarian  p arty  
is, to  say  th e  leas t, a  selfish on e, a n d  m u st u ltim ately  
give w ay b efo re  th e  ad v an cin g  tid e  o f lib eral opinions.

N E W  C I R C L E S .

D evelopment of M ediums and Cibcles. — W e  
u n derstand th a t  fo r  so m e tim e  p a s t a  c irc le  has been  
form ed in  S a n d h u rst s im ilar to  th e  E n e rg e tic .  I t  is p re ­
sided ov er b y  M r .  W . ,  a n d  th e  m edium  is M r. A . B oth  
a re  e a rn e s t an d  p ersev erin g  in v estig a to rs, as  all th e  
m em bers a re . T h e y  h av e  th e ir  re g u la r  n igh ts o f  m e e t­
ing, and th e  p ro ceed in g s a r e  co n d u cte d  m ethodically. 
T he re su lt is  as  i t  is  c e rta in  to  be— su ccess. The  
m edium, (w ho is  a  t r a n c e  m edium , and is m ade occasion­
ally to  d eliver som o v e ry  b e au tifu l tr a n c e  ad d resses ,) is 
now being d evelop ed fo r  th e  m ateria lisa tio n  of th e  spirit- 
form . A lread y  figu res a r e  b eginn in g to  m ak e th em ­
selves visible t o  tb e  s itte rs  w h ile  a ll han ds a re  joined, 
and th e  m edium  is  lock ed  in  an  adjoin ing room . T he  
m em bers o f  th is  c ir c le  all b ein g  in e a rn e st m ay look for­
w ard to  ach iev in g  g r e a t  th in g s. L e t  th em  t r u s t  th eir  
spirit-guides, a n d  b e  m indful to  th e : r  m edium , and a  rich  
rew ard is  b efo re  th em . T h e re  is  a  sim ilar c ircle  a t  
th e  house o f  M r . F . ,  who is  h im self a m edium , and  
w here sp irits  a r e  seen . T h e y  also  a re  m akin g good p ro ­
gress, and d eserv e  i t  by th e  m an n er in which th e y  p erse­
vere. A t  th e  p r iv a te  resid en ce  o f  M r, T h iers  F .  in 
an o th er p a r t  o f  th e  c ity , e x tr a o r d in a ry  tab le  phenom ena  
o ccu r. T h e  ta b le  is le v ita te d  w ith o u t c o n ta c t . Several 
persons o f  p o sitio n  have been to  w itn ess th is  w onderful 
phenom ena. T h e y  also  a r e  prog ressin g .

A.dvertlBementB.

M A R R I A G E .

Davidson—R ogebs.— O n  th e  1 2 th  in st., a t  C h rist 
C h u rch , C astlem ain e , b y  th e  V en erab le  th e  A rch ­
deacon, W illiam  D avid son , o f  S an d h u rst, th ird  son  
o f  th e  la te  J o h n  D avidson, o f  N ew castle-on -T yn e, 
E n g lan d , to  M iria m  A n n ie , widow o f  th e  la te  W illiam  
R o g e rs , K a n g a ro o -fla t, S an d h u rst. N o  card s.

JU S T  R E C E I V E D ,  e x  “  P r in ce  A rth u r ,” from  B os.
to n — “ T h e  S c ie n ce  o f  E v il , J o e l  M oody,*' 6 / 9 ;  

" T h e  L i f e ,"  2 / 3 ;  “ S e x u a l P h ysiology ,”  T ra il, 9 / - ;  
“S acred  G o sp els o f  A ra b u la ,” 4 / 6  ; “ T h e  T em p le,” 6 / 9 ; 
“  U n d erh ill o n  M esm erism ,”  6 /9  ; “  D eb atab le  L a n d ,” 
R . D. O w en, 9 / -  ;  “ T h e  E y e -o p e n e r ,”  3 / 6  ; “ T h e  Sp iri­
tu al H a r p ,”  9 / - ;  “  T h e  C o n tra s t, o r  S p iritu alism  and  
E v an g elicism  co m p ared ,”  6 / 9  ; “ R ad ica l D iscou rses,” 
D en ton , 5 / 6 ;  “  B e g in n in g  an d  E n d  o f  M an ,” I s . ;  
“  Social F re e d o m ,”  b y B a r r e t t ,  I s . ;  “ M in istry  o f  A ngels  
realised ,”  N e w to n , 1 / 3 ,  A . J .  D av is ’s W o rk s , & c ; B a n ­
n e r  o f  L ig h t , 4 d .  co p y . W .  H .  T b b e y , 9 6  R u ssell-st.

r p H E  M Y S T E R Y  O F  E D W I N  D R O O D , complete, 
-1 -  from  th e  sp ir it-p e n  o f  C h arles  D ick en s. 1 vol., 

la rg e  8 v o ., 9 / -

E  G O S P E L  O F  G O O D  A N D  E V I L ,  b y  J .  G . 
S ilver. D esig n ed  t o  il lu s tra te  th e  n a tu re  and  

u ses o f  ev il. P i th y , lo g ica l, an d  h ig h ly  in terestin g . 6 /9 .

J HK tO-tonagUet m.jn-., lv, v, CLAM
IV/T.jri-.
B ern e« . T  A* K * r t *  •
t h z je d  « . ! »  -rwvtAtmag tbe
a c t n e  pi*» •/ Gm  ite fto a u n  »  i  .<•■> « /M t M t n t d  
form . C o o  •. >. * - * t r * * ,  r u n  I is  I O ik ,
A c., A c., •/. jr-.n sru ab * •. utA  a t  r«rry m oderate  
price«.

W . H  T z k k t , R.-rf»» .-• irrrt, M elbourne.

F R E E T I I O U G H T  k  S P I K lT U A L IffT IC  W O R K S .

Essays, social and political, by H erb ert Spencer, 3  vols 
2 4 /-

Tw elve M essages from  th e  spirit o f  Jo h n  Q uincey  
A d am s, revised  b y A llen Pu tm an. C on tents :—

T he F a c t  and m ode o f  Sp irit-telegraph in g— H is last of 
E a rth  and first o f  H eaven— T he R econciliation—  
A ddresses and S cen es in th e  Spheres— Spiritualism —  
T em p le o f  P e a ce  and Goodwill —N apoleon— H om e of 
th e  J u s t  m ade p erfect— W ashington— P e te r  W hitney  
C losing scen es o f  recep tion  m eeting— Sphere o f  P re­
ju d ice  and E rro r. 4 5 9  larg e  8vo. pages, w ith fac- 
sim ilies o f  spirit-w riting. P rice  1 0 /6 .

In cid en ts  in m y L ife , by D . D . H o m e, 2nd series 
P ric e  6 /6

Su per-m undane facts  in th e  life o f th e  R ev. J e ss e  B ab ­
cock  F erg u so n , a.m., l.l .d. P rice  6 /-

T he G ospel o f  G ood and E v il, by ].• G . Silver. 132  
sh o rt E ssay s , designed to  illu stra te  th e  n atu re  and  
uses o f  th e  various evils, each tre a te d  sep arately . 
P ric e  6 /9 .

B iog rap h y o f M rs. J .  H . C onant, th e  w orld's m edium  o f  
th e  1 9 th  cen tu ry , w ith engraved p o rtrait, 7 / -

Social F reed o m  ; M arriag e as  i t  is and as  it should be, 
by J .  0 .  B a r r e t t ,  1 /3 .

T h e  D eb atab le  L an d  betw een th is  world and th e  n ext, 
by R o b e rt D ale Ow en. L a te s t  A m erican  edition. 9 /-

W .  H . T E R R Y , Sp iritu al and R efo rm  B ook D epot, 

9 6  R u ssell-street.

j .  H. B. HARRIS,
H E A L I N G  M E D I U M  A N D  T R A N C E  S P E A K E R ,  

2 0  S a o k v ille  S t r e e t ,  C o llin g w o o d .

11  o'clock every m orning.

F R E E  THOUGHT WORKS BY ADVANCED THINKERS.

“ W h e r e  a re  th e  D e a d ?  or, Spiritualism  E xp la in ed .”  
A n  a cco u n t o f  th e  astou nd ing phenom ena o f  S p iritu al­
ism , affording positive proof, by undeniable facts , th a t  
th o se  we M o u rn  as  D ead a re  S till A live, and c a n  com ­
m u nicate w ith u s ; th a t  Spiritu alism  is  san ctio n ed  b y  
S crip tu re , and con sisten t w ith scien ce  and com m on- 
sense. W ith  specim ens o f  C om m u nications R eceived . 
E x tr a c ts  from  its  L ite r a tu r e , A d vice to  In v estig ato rs , 
A d dresses o f  M edium s, and all useful in form ation . B y  
F r itz . Secon d edition. P rice , 3 /6 .

W . H . T E R R Y , 9 6  R u sse ll-s tre e t, M elb ou rn e.

T o p ersons desirous o f  sp read in g  a  know ledge o f  
Spiritualism  and liberal th eo lo g y . O n  re ce ip t o f  five 
shillings th e  un dersign ed w ill forw ard  to  any p art o f  
V ic to ria  O n e H u n d red  T ra c ts , P am p h lets , and Pap ers  
on  Spiritualism  and F r e e  T h o u g h t, adap ted  for c ircu la­
tio n  am on g a ll classes o f  so ciety .

W .  H  T E R R Y ,  9 6  R u sse ll S treet.
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A g en ts  w anted f o r  a l l  p a rt s  o f  th e  Colony.

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyant for Diagnosing Disease

F e e  10s .

T H E  C O T T A G E ,
88 R ubboII S t r e e t :

Singer’B Bowing IVIilciiineB.

The highest premium In th e  gift o f  th e  public has again been awarded to
THE SINGER SEW ING MACHINE COMPANY

Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.
These Returns show the sales of the SIN G E R  to have i 

the enormous sum of 232,444  MACHINES, as against the c 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a  1 
of 113,254 M a c h i n e s  i n  f a v o b  o f  t h e  8 i n q e b .

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SIN G E R  for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALOR 
£ 11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. r - - 1 —

The public estimate of the Value of the SIN G E R  for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by th e late Chicago F irs  Suffeters. 
The Machines were the free g ift  of the committee, and each appli­
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o te  t h e  R e s u l t  : Of those ordered, the SIN G E R  COMPANY 
SU P PL IED  2427 ; W heeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; W ilcox and Gibbs, 20.— “ New York Dispatch." 

STANFORD & CO., Corner Bonrke and Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents for th e Singer Company.

P II O T O - A R, T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A  IN D C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D

( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,
A R T I S T S ,

Execute commissions in  a ll styles of Portraiture— Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms.
4 1  C O L L I N S  8 T R B I 1 T  E  A S !

address,

Piize
Medal.

Sydney 
Exhibition 

1873.
S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .

PA LM A M  Q U I M E R U IT  F E B A T .

■TOZHZHST ROSIER.

U N D E R  R O Y A L P A T R O N A G E .

P lU M æ g e  M O T  l A E I i ,
B y  Specialappointm ent to  H it  E xcellency  .Sir G. F . B ow en ,o.c.M

9
B y  Specialappointm ent to  H is E xcellency S ir  G. F . B ow en ,o .c.m.c. 

40 SWAN8TON 8TREET, MELBOURNE. 
Same side as, and short distance from the Town H all.

B Y  E L E C T R I C  
T E L E G R A P H ,

The W e st  E nd of 
L ondon in Me l ­
bo u r n e . [Telegram ] 
Sydney, May 2,1873. 
T o  M r. Jo h n  R o sie r  

Boot Maker,
40 8wan8tonst,Molbourne 

Judges award Medal to 
you. Baying -  Highly Ar­
tistic and Beautifully 
Mado. Equal to Any­
thing of the kind from the 
West End of London." 

Exhibition Buildings,
J .  G. KNIGHT.

O B SE R V E  : 46 SWANSTON ST R E E T, between Garton’s and 
Rainbow Hotels.

NEAR TOWN HALL, SAM E SID E.

P I R i T  P H O T O G R A P H S . —  J u s t  B e ce iv e d , a  
v a rie ty  o f  F r e n c h  a n d  E n g lish  S p irit P h o to ­

g rap h s. P r ic e , 1 /6  e ach . W .  H . T e r r y , 9 6  R u s s e lU s tf

B u sin ess  m ay im p rove in A rith m e tic , 
~  ■' '  E V E N I N G  ---------La d i e s  a t

W r it in g ,  B e a d in g , & c. E V E N I N G  C L A S S ,  

1 5 5  C O L L I N S  S T E E E T  E A S T ,  

O p p osite  th e  C row n  L a w  Office.

"TH E HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

TH E VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 
FREE THOUGHT

S u b s c rip tio n , T o w n , 5 / -  p e r  an n u m ; C o u n try , 5 / 6  
N e ig h b o u rin g  C olonies and G r e a t  B rita in , 6 / -  

S u b s crip tio n s  d a te  fro m  S e p tem b er to  A u g u st.

Printed by B . F u to n  *  0 o „  a t tholr Offlos, 106 BUrebeth Street, Melbourne 
for the Proprietor, W . H . Terry, and publiihod h* him  a t 96 BuneR Street 
South. Melbourne.

m

„ M AYALL & SONS’
NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT STUDIO,

B A S T S B H  A R C A D E .
Messrs. M AYALL beg leave to announce th e Opening of their 
New Branch Establishm ent a t  the EA STE R N  ARCADE, built 
expressly, from their designs, by Messrs. Crawford and Packham, 
and, beyond doubt, the finest in the Southern Hemisphere. The 
magnificent Studio is unusually lofty  and spacious, being 44 feet 
in length ; facing nearly south, the sun's rays are excluded, which 
keeps the place cool, a great desideratum in  these warm latitudes, 
and one that has been to  a great extent lost sight of. The Recep­
tion Room, or Picture Gallery, is  lighted exclusively from a  sky­
light, admitted to be best for showing pictures. Messrs. Craw­
ford and Packham, w ith great liberality , having adopted Messrs. 
Mayall’s plans in their entirety, th e result is  one of the finest and 
most efficient Studios ever built. The Public are most respect­
fully invited to  inspect th eir large collection of Specimens at 
either establishment.

MAYALL & SONS, Photographers,
224 & 220 Begent Street, London; 90 & 91 King’s 

Boad, Brighton;
E A S T E R N  A E C A D E ,

M ELBOURNE.

AND

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE 
SPIRITUALISTS-

SU N D A Y  E V E N I N G  S E R V I C E S  a t  th e  M asonic  
H a ll ,  L o n a d a le  S t r e e t ,  (o p p o site  th e  H o sp ita l .)  

C om m en cin g  a t  7  p .m .

SUBJECTS FOR NOVEMBER.
1 s t .— M u sica l S erv ice .
8 th .— “  S y m p ath y ,”  M r . S . B .  B o n n e y .
1 5 th .— “ T ru e  R e lig io n ,”  M r . J .  V in ce n t.

2 2 n d .— “ T h e  U n k n o w n  G o d .” M r . J .  F o r i  
2 9 th .— “ T h e  R e lig io n s  o f  th e  N a tio n s ”  (° ,n d ), M r  M artin

T h e  P ro g re s s iv e  L y c e u m  m e e ts  a s  ab o ve a t 1 1  a.m- 
V is ito r s  a d m itte d  b y  in tro d u ctio n  o f  a n y  o f  th e  U m ce  ,


