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TaE re-construction of the religious systems of European
- life, would appear to be one of the many great problems
‘which lie before modern society waiting for solution.

Solved we believe it must be, sooner or later, if not by

~our own, then by some more ngorous race. Our ground
 for this belief is the fact, patent to every thmkmg per-
- son, that no one of the existing systems of Ohrxstmmty

© satisfies the religious wants of those types of character
which fairly represent our modern life. Hence results

 the strange anomaly that our churches are largely sup-

ported by the most irreligious people among us—that is

by people who frequent them for selfish and worldly
‘ends ; who are incapable of warm religious sympathies,

or of hlgh religious aspirations, and who chill and deaden

~ the organisations to which they belong; whilst the most |
truly religious among us are driven by repulsions too
strong to be argued against, into the solitude of their
. own hearté; or into little isolated coteries. The repul-
‘sions we spesk of are ‘manifold—too numerous to be
- specified—but they may all be clagsified under two heads
—first, dogmatic or theoretic ; second, the social or per-
- gonal. 'The first class are an evil inheritance left us by’
our ancestors ; the second class are an evil brood hatched
~ from our own habits of arrogance and selfishness. If
. you wish thoroughly to study the peculiarities of the
- first, connect yourself with some Church, Wesleyan,
 Presbyterian, ‘Baptist, or Roman Oatholic, with any
Church in which ‘terrorism, in any form, is made the
v ,f"eaaonce of religion. Compare the dogmas by which they

N claim to teach you & knowledge of God, and of the way

b ) .
| BRI

. f'fto Him, with the principles of justice, mercy, and right,
“which prevail even in our present imperfect civilization,

| and you will not wonder that the men of the nineteenth
g century revolt from such a communion, except when
. Bome merely worldly motive draws them into 1t, or yvhen

t

ger, into some first-class Church of England connection,

oreven into some irreproachably respectable Unitarian

association, and however much you may be pleased with

the broad and liberal views you may vossibly hear from
1 | the particular preacher occupying the platform or pulpit,
you cannot fail to perceive that the bond of religions
brotherhood is a thing unknown, and quite undesired by
the well-behaved icicles around you—people who would‘ o

dread, almost as much as they do hell-fire, any step-
ping out from their own accepted customs—customs
as far removed as anything can be from Christ's teach-

ings, from Christ's practice, or from sympathy with |

those general religious needs which are felt alike by rich

and poor, by high and low, by educated and illiterate.

We do not mention these churches as particularly open

to criticism; on the contrary, we believe them to be

among the best specimens of modern Christianity, but

‘ot the less do we believe them to be utterly out of har-
‘mony with the most earnest and rehgxou.s minds among

us, and utterly incapable of satisfying either the intellect

or the heart of our times. And we beheve thwt most of |

the so-called infidelity : and seepticism, and even much of

the cynicism of the age, is but the outery of a profou;nd .
and intense craving for a rehglous life more in harmony

with the rest of our nature as it is now developed.
Many of our readers will probably be disposed to jump

at the conclusion that Spiritualism will, beyond doubt,

fill the want that is already so genemlly and so doeply
felt among us, and which is most likely destmed to ex-

tend itself far beyond its present bounds, as knowledge

and habits of thought extend themselves. We are quite

willing to accept the suggestion, butit must be with cer-

tain qualifications; for, without them, it would show an

insufficient comprehension of the magnitude of theneed,
‘and of the variety of natures to be satisfied. The belief

EBIOE SIXPMOE ]
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o1 | thoroughly to appreciate the force of the Iatter class of
702 | repulsions, enter unobtmswely, a8 an unheralded stran.
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in & continuous existence after death, and in the power SR

to communicate with those already in that state, we feel

sure will become so plainly proved, that they .will be

doubted no more than is now the rotundity of the earth,
or the relations of the sun to the solar system. Spint-,’ L
ualism, as an oxpresamn of ascertamed facts, mﬂ, SRR



. advancing faith, -

before long, bo admnttedly no mere mstter oﬁ‘ opmxon
But just in proportwn a8 the %ower of individual
thought increases, €6 must the variety of thought in-
crende. d Spmtuelwm in the sense of & cordai

of beliefk, is, We think, no more destined to usurp do-
mitsion{pver men’s mm&s, than men are destined to re-
lemﬁp bne aother in feature, form, and temperament.
A oerta,m general resemblance always has prevailed, and
always will, throughout the race, closest among those
of the same nation and the same period of time; but
never exact uniformity,

* 8o algo with the Church of the Future, which must
arise upon the earth. If it is really to satisfy and repre-
sent the men and wolen who are to evolve it, it wil]
probably be more various and even diverse in expression
than all the Christian Churches of the last eighteen
"centurles put together, We earnestly hope it may’be
more harmonious. Be that as it may, we believe that
with all the diversity which increasing individualism

‘must mnecessarily bring, certain salient features are
~ already to be discerned in which the religious develop-
- ments of the future will be a unity. Chief among these,
- we admit, that universal and profound conviction of our
* immortality which nothing can give but the logic of

 irrefutable facts—facts which shall remain aecessible to

~proofby all.  So far, and so far only, do we believe that
“the Church of the Huture is to be Spiritualistic.

But there are other points in which we believe that

‘the experience of the past may and ought to mould the |
- future. It will be pitiful indeed if men ever again bow

their necks to the yoke of a priesthood ; if they do not,
indeed, progressively and persistently continue every-

where, and in all Churches, to free themselves from that
| yoke, until the good time shall come when “ they shall
“teach no more every man his nelghbour and every man
his' brother, saying, ‘ Know the Lord !’ for they shall al]
know Him, from the least of them to the greatest of
them.” The history of Priesthoods iy written all over
‘the face of the fair earth from the earliest times of
sacrlﬁcla,l worshlp, down to the latest follies of revivals,
in blood in flames, in torture, and in madness. Vam'

aside a class of men to stand between us and Grod or
, between ug and our own spirits. |

~ Again, we think we see another pomt in whlch all the;
~ Churches of the Future will agree "Forms and cere-
momes, no doubt, will exist among, and in some,

| perhaps, will form a very prominent part, for there w1ll, |

always be a numerous class of minds to whom they are

~an essentlal—who cannot live. happlly W1thout them 1
_But the belief that any forms or ceremonies can. really |

embody a spiritual meaning, or convey a spirttual grace,
18 an idea 80 utterly incapable of proof,so at variance
W1th all experience, that it must inevitably die out be-
fore the stricter tests and more careful examinations of
In short Sacramentalism in ‘all its
~ forms, and the belief in the magical efficacy of any
“external acts, must be eliminated from the freer and
more vigorous modes of thought that are growing with
- the growth and spread of knowledge.

 On the vexed question of Prayer, and the place it wﬂl

hold in the rehgxous life of the future, we will only say ]

thut we hold it to be an mstmct 80 doeply rooted in the

human heart, that 1t will mever be superseded by any
othes mode of worship, however. much it may be modi-
fied, and - advantageously modifled;by » better know-
ledge of the laws that govern the m@tlom of the world
of spirits and the world of mortals. Preyer z@, aftee all,

only a cry for help or sympathy, and weré mén vaed :

of the gift of speech, he would still find out some way to
express these world-wide needs. For our own part, we
believe that prayer will gain, not lose, by bemg qulte
stripped of its superstitious elements. o

There is, moreover, another element of religion—the
truest element of all religion—the strongest bond be-
tween man and God, and between man and man, that
can exist, which weg hope to see flourish in the Church
of the Future, as the surest possible pledge of harmony
and usefulness. It is association,on the basis and for
the sake of good works, rather than of any community of
beliefs or similarity of opinions. When this is the

acknowledged and true bond of union, divergence of
thought may safely be cultivated as an ornament,

rather than dreaded as & danger. By good works we do

not mean alone deeds of charity, we would include all o i
acts of usefulness, and even of kindliness, which may

bind together the different individuals of an organiza.
tion, and the different organizations in a community

and we hail most gladly as the best signs of the times,
acts which draw together in harmony those most widely ~

apart in thought. ~As was well said by one among us on
a recent public occasion, one act of kindliness, or
courtesy, or of mutual help, does more to unite us than
any community of belief can do. Well will it be for

mankind when the truth spoken eighteen hundred years -

ago, is fully recogmsed “That the Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath ;” but better still will

be the world’s condition, and far more true and rapid

will be its future religious progress when the belief be-
comes pra.ctlcal and general that the Okurch too is made
for man, not man for the Church, and that its aims and

| office must. comprise all that tends to the elevation and"

. ' ;amehora,tlon of man.
e :vmdeed w1ll be the teachmgs of history if we do not lea-rn'- |

~ from them the sorrowful results to all partles of settmg |

| COMMUNICATION

TEE fo]lowm g beautlful commumcatlon was glven through

| the organism of Miss C. A. Philips, of Sandhurst. It was

| addressed more particularly to the workers in the Local .
Association and Lyceum, but is apphcable to all who de- :
sire to aid the progress of humanity :—

 Little Band of Truth’s Crusaders,
Bear your standard brave and true ;

When oppressed by all invaders,
Who may strive to scatter you,

reet you. Brothers, sisters dear, kindred in being and
in destiny, accept our loving. counsel, and aspire to that

fair birthright which a tender Father ‘designs for each of
you. Seek to be in all things true and holy, worthy in"
thought and action, to be called “The Children of our

God” Enjoy the beauties of your present state, and
ever seek to render earth more lovely for Jyour living.

Win from the hallowed treasury of nature’s hoard full
‘blessings for yourselves, and learn to read aright the .

wondrous lessons Time has chronicled. Beé earnest in a

‘cause you find reglete with every consolation, scattering

day by day such blessinge as you may bestow, where'er
your path may lie. Bury sorrow, hope again ; turn tears

to smiles, refresh the weary, render alm to pain—
‘nourish the hungry, | glve to those who thlrst that

!

From the brightness of advanced spheres glad spirits .’

./1{1




draught your means allow., Stréngtﬁen' the erring with

kind sid and counsel, and to those who feel the bitter

sting of sin’s remorseful pangs, whatever solace you

)

iour souls to higher themes, your hearts to pesce, be-

- to lead you on the way to heaven.

ST INSPIRATIONAL POE

mquen&er them, give from your heart. Gro bravely on,
undaunted and serene, through the brief pilgrimage of
earth, to those bright regions from which we return to
aid your footsteps on the happy way. Progreasion
makes the portion of us all. eive our teachings in
the kindly spirit that they are offered, but regard us.
only as faithful guides when we uphold the mighty laws
our God has given to lead us to Himself; when we de-
clare reason and justice, love and wisdom, the attributes
of the Deity, which make man free—when we come
freighted with kind intents, in deed and word, to win

eve us, and rejoice that spirit friends have come back

COUNSELLOR.

o Bty

T———

. Blse m thy glory, Oh! Man; o

 Rest not in sloth or in sin,
~ Kor never since Being began

SR Stayed the Soul—since its freshness first ran

TR . In the earth’s mould, as within

- The young plant, the fierce vigour o’erflows

e Bme in thy beauty, Oh! Soul;

NI when the L
- Leaf adorned Spring days begin.

-~ . Leave thou thy circling sod—
- Mingle in love with the whole “
- 'Wonder of creatures that roll =~
. Fresh from the fountains of Grod.
- That spring in profusion from out every
.~ Pathway wherein he hath trod!
. Look to the Future, so far o
~_ Beyond and above this short span;
- Look where Hope’s twinkling star ~
© 'Wheels her Qmnipotent car
- Farfrom earth's cold-chilling ban,
- Yes! look to the Spirit that lends all his
- Creatness and glory to man.
~ Naught else is worthy or pure -
- It is thy Life and thy Breath ;
~:See thou preserve it secure—
See that thy patience endure
. Strong on the bosom of Faith,
- So shalt thou triumph o'er Life, and spring
- Full of gladness thro’ Death.,
~ Into that region so fair o
- Thought cannot picture or paint;
- No pain or sorrow are there, =~
- Nave the regret that those bear =~
- Who were touched with earth’s terrible
~ 'Tis brighter than Heaven e'er gleamed in
- The vision of prophet or saint. |
~ See, then, thou miss not the way,
~ Sleep, or return, or grow pale -
- At the fear of the fierce, fiery fray;
- Still thou thy conscience obey :
- _Let not thy countenance quail,
- And whatever thy Fate or thy Fortune—
P Though seeming—thou never shall fail,
" [The above was written in our presence with great

- rapidity, at a recent siﬁtw' a .newly-devel‘()ping_

- medium~—Ep. H. L]

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

- The united Subseription at the Victorian Association
- and the Bpiritualistic Propagandist Society services

" amounted to £15 1s. 9d.
- Tag Chairman informs us that

“The Energetic Circle

~ of Spiritualists and Friends, Sandhurst,” have raised the

~large sum of £35 for the

local charities on Hospital

- Sunday. This is inclusive of the profits of their late
“ Evening at Home,” ~ . . -~ * R

i

| reputable company.

Communications for insertion in this Journal should bo

plainly written, and as concise as poseible.
REV. MB. JAMES AND SPIRITISM.

To rue Eprror or tHe HamBiNgER oF LIGHT.
Sie,—I will not assume that I was purposely mis.
represented in your last issue, but will, instead, venture
to beg you to have the goodness to correct some of the
statements of your Sandhurst correspondent in relation

to myself. o -
I have always contended that a mere denial of the
claims of Spirtism proved nothing, excepting, perhaps,

the bigotry of the person in the first place concerned in

such denial; that those claims were entitled to unbiased
and dispassionate consideration; that it did not become

believers in the Bible, at any rate, to question concerning
- | supernatural manifestation per se; that many persons,
‘whose concurrent testimony on any other subject would
be credited, uniformly attested the verity of spiritualistic

developments ; and that, so long as neither science nor

experience could agree on a theory that accounted satis:

factorily for the admitted phenomena, it was only fair to

admit their evidence as to the facts, so called, whatever

the value of these might be. This, no doubt, hag afforded
a colorable reagon for the surmise, on the one side, that,
“like our good friend Mr. Tyerman,”’ I “was about to

come over’ to Spiritualism; and, on the other,thatI

was an example of dangerous latitudinarianism, and

| could not be safely trusted by the orthodox on this
subject. Is it not the common fate of those who decline
to make a party cry their shibboleth, excepting on the
cl g of reason and conviction, to be construed
| after this manner ? Mr. Wesley oncesaid to Dr. Adam
| Clarke, on another subject, “ Meanwhile, so long as you

‘speak the truth and do right, expect to be blamed by

clear groun

both sides.” In the “ Memoir of a Brother,” by Thomas
Hughes, there is this passage about a very good man :==

“ Men of all parties speak of him as belonging to their -

clique. This proves to me . . that he has reached

the point where all true patriots meet, and there he
foregathers with all parties, who, throwmg a,slgie arty
| prejudice, act and think for the good of their fellow
| ereatures.” I hope I may be pardoned—if my own case

| be, in its way, an example of this sort—if I take to my-

self the comfort that I am, in this regard, found n
I have never been nearer to
Spiritualism as a new form of religion than I am now;

| nevertheless, I have always held to Spiritualists, in
' common with all others who differ from me, the language

of honorable deference and courtesy. If this be my

| twofold transgression—first, that I cannot be a Spiritist,
| and next, that I have not the heart to abuse those who
| are Spiritists—I can only say that I am an unrepentant

sinner, and hope, in this respect, to remain so. e
Your correspondent says :—“ Close observers now see
a deeper design in the presence of the Rev. Mr. James

| at Golden Square than a paltry quarrel with his conference

at Adelaide.” If I am here as the result of any design

outside the ordinary Church reasons that govern the .
| case, I shall be glad to be informed accordingly, as I am
entirely in the dark beyond this; moreover, I have never
| had a quarrel with the Adelaide Conference, paltry or.
| otherwise. » | , s o
~ Your correspondent seems to resent it that I spoke of

Spiritism as “an apostacy.” How else could I speak of

it from -my standpoint? I believe that the Bible is

incomparably the best of good books; that it is also
entiref

like have commended their ideas to the judgments and

consciences of men. 'Whereas Spiritists—the while they

confess that eixty per cent, of spirit utterances are
unreliable—contend that the ﬁmundenpgs of any vagrant
spirit that may overleap the boundaries of his “ eircle,”

) unique in that it is the one direct, i.nfal'lible,‘andf -
‘authoritative communication of God’s will, in things
spiritual, to man: differing in its inspiration, not only
in measure and degree, but in essential character, from
the inspiration by which Sophocles, Shakspeare, and the

01

and make a pretence of speaking to man, are equal to v
the utterances of the Bible. How could I, believing *

o




that the “ more sure word of prophesy” is eor
ptron thw the. Gﬁd@ﬁw 0f th@ FENAESE
tures cannot be broken;” do other than chs
8 direst departure from this doctrine as en apostecy
Furthermore, I believe in the absolute Divinity of Jesu
Christ. To me, it is as plain as it was to Ooleridge when
he said, “It is clesr that Peul and Johm were not
Unitarians,” that this is the doctrine of the Bible in the
case. I find also that, by the best historic testimony,
for the reason simply that he declared himself to be the
Son of God, he was put to death. The Spiritists bring
~him to the level of Mrs. Cora Tappsn end Andrew
Jackson Davie,. I cannot accept this. To me the
defection is fundamental, and I could hardly hesitate, in
strict logical justice, to reckon as apostate from the
common faith any who openly discredited the Bible as
the word of God, and denied the proper Deity of
Christ. As for Spiritism, so celled, I am not wholly
unprepared for that, for “ the Spirit speaketh expresslg,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed fo seducing spirits and doctrine of devils.”
Your correspondent says : ¢ The faith of Christianity
rests upon Joseph’s dream.” He may have sources of
information that are closed to me. It is my misfortune
to have lived so obscurely, and in such ignorance, that I
have never before even geard of this theory. As there
is a bare poseibility, however, that the mistake may lie
on the other side, I may be Pa,rdoned if I venture to
suggest that “the Chairman’ might save himself and
others some trouble if he would condescend to suspend

- his spirituslistic investigations until such time as he

- could make himself acquainted with the real foundations
of Christianity.

I should not have troubled you with this letter but for

& reason to which I have not yet adverted. In a P.S. it |

is stated:—*“The Rev. Mr. James called the Spiritualists
& seedy lot of philosophers, and also attacked the spirit-
writing from our circle, which he said a Spiritualist had
sent him, but for which he had to say, ¢thank you for
nothing.'” This would make it appear that I spoke
with rude discourtesy of the kindness of the gentleman
who was good enough to send me the paper in question.
I think I could in no'case so far forget myself, and
certainly not in this; for I not only sincerely thank him
for his kind attention, but have also always heid his
general character in high estimation. I admit that I
used the words “ thank you for nothing,” but it was in
relation to the assumption that Spiritism discovers and
~declares a new and better immortality, and not in an
‘relation to my friend’s kindness. For the other matter,
I am quite sure I did not use the werds attributed to
me, but I believe I did, in passing, speak of “ the seedy
godkc of Spiritism.” I must trust to my spiritualistic
iends of their pity to forgive me this, seeing they have
such an immense advantage over me in awakened intel-
ligence and advanced thought. They will find no diffi-
culty in exerciging, from their lofty standpoint, the
magnanimity which will be as becoming in them as it can
be suitable to the case of one who is only an “ unctuous
priest.” . ~ Yours, &c., T. JAMES.
Golden Square, Sandhurst, Sept. 19, 1874.

' THE BISHOP'S ENDOWMENT FUND.

70 THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

- - 818,~The public mind has of late been exercised on
the subject of art unions. One of 3000 subscribers has
- been drawn, and another of 10,000 members at one

~ pound is proposed, which is confidently anticipated will

e a success, Now, this latter sum is precisely the

amount required to complete the endowment fund for
“the g:;ospective Bishop ot Ballarat ; for not contributin
to which I and other baptized members of the Chure
- of England are ,
- and meanness. Is this a Just charge? Is it the real
cause of the lack of funds, and of the four hundred

~ thousand members under nominal Anglican rule holding

their hands ? 'We number among us the wealthy, an
those of generous impulse, who have hitherto not been
chary in respcnding to calls upon their resqurces.

~~ Money was never more abundant, wool never - com-

- manded a better market. If we are not poor, then, or

. . Ll

CORIE : ‘
, and that ,

that it would be conducted on of e&nig
‘Before they exhibited their confidence and fai |

cha.rﬁfd by the Argus with parsimony

im nié, oF mean, wﬁm is the true cause of this
t & ?ul for money failing to open the hearts
of the Church peop

purses lof Before the public sub-
seribed to the Ballarat Art Union they required evidence

taking tickets, they had to be convinced of the dona fids
of the committee of menagement. They believed n it
then—they exhibited thewr faith in the prospectus.

Now, a little thought will solve the problem why the
money is not forthcoming to complete the endowment
fund as readily as to the proposed art unions. Bishops
are sn ancient institution, venersble in the past from
sesocietions with Laud, Bonner, Sharp, and others.
They may have been needed when the Church reslly
represented the advanced thought, the knowledge of the
day, or when it advocated and upheld the liberties and
social progress of the feo le. Does it fulfil these con-
ditions now ? Are they leaders in social or sanitary
reform ; do they favor scientific knowledge? Do they,
or those under them, meet the real difficulties of religious
thought in a fair manner? Do they know anything of
the spirit of the times? Isit not apparent to every
thinking, reasoning man or womsn, that the clesgy are
behind the age? They are no longer the leaders of
thought, but are led by the people. Years ago we were
taught by Bishops and Priests that eternal torment was .
a dogma necessary to salvation. The gople have ceased
to believe this, and now here and there some darin
clergymen—Ilike Professor Plumptre—are writing an
pregéﬁ that the next state is one of progress, “Iam
convinceg,”, says J. J. Murphy in his Seientific Basis of
Fuwith, « that this (eternal torment), more than any other,
is the question of life or death for Christianity. It has
borne the load of these doctrines till mow, though
suffering grieviously from the strain, but it can bear
them no longer. If this question is not at least left open
by the Beformed Churches, a revolt against Christianity
will come, not from what is worst, but from what is best
in human nature, and it will be rejected by the moral
sense of mankind.” Is the doctrine of substitution and

justification by faith, as taught by orthodoxy, accordant

with reason and justice? Can it be just to visit ever=
lasting and infinite torment as & punishment for finite
sins? Can it be right that the equivalent of such
unishment should fall on an innocent person, even with
is own consent ? . Can anything be right in God which
would be terribly wrong in man ? such things are

y | taught by Bishops, and our cultivated reason and con-

science rebel agamnst them, are we honest in supporting
Bishops ? Surely our spiritual faculties and intentions
are as much the gifts of our Creator and revelations from
Him, as are any translations of records made by anony-
mous authors t{ousands of years since. The wickedness
around us is absolute demonstration of the failure of
Bishops, who have had 1800 years of opportunity to
reform vice. L

It must be evident that we are passing through a

eriod of great change. The very foundations of all
?aiths are being exammed with a scrutiny never before
permitted. “The clergy have lost the ear of the press
and the people,” said the Bev. Mr. Haweis; “they
waste their time and learning over theclogical figments
and fossil liturgies, and the sorely-pressed men and

‘women, who have no time to waste, go their W&K without

them.” “Truth is strong next to the Almighty,” said
Milton. “The way of truth,” says G. H. Lewes, “is
the way of scientific research and verification. The
appeal must be to facts of whatever order. Private
juggme'nt’ must be guided by science and facts.” *If
there be anything in the world,” says the Rev. F. W.
Fowle in his Reconciliation of Science and Religion, * to
which the term divine may be properly applied, or which -
may be truly said to be the operation of God, it is facts.

The unknowable translates itself into facts in order to

meet the moral and intellectual necessities of mankind.”
The first step of progress, then, either by laymen or
Bishops, is to subordinate the belief based on authority
to belief founded on facts. The first Bishop who does
this will have no difficulty about an endowment fund.

- A BAPTIZED MEMBER OF THE CHURCH
September 21, 1874. ~ OF ENGLAND.
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~ SCIENTIFIC RELIGION.
70 THE EDITOE OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir;~In your last number you made mention of two
instances of menta] derangement, lately caused by reli-
1018 excitement ; and in the street where I write, not

ong ago, an old man, a constant attendant upon chapel,

cut his throat through similar impressions. In the
language of Orthodoxy, * he was awakened, and brought
under deep convictions by the Spirit of the Lord |
Certainly a curious effect to be produced by *#he Com-
Jorter,” and in my mind more likely to proceed from the
~ spirit of the deceiver. Jesus warned the people to be-
ware of false prophets ; that they “should know them by
their fruits.” V;hen‘, therefore, we find men coming in
- his name, professing to teach “ Glad tidings of great
- joy,” which, instead of producing comfort, lead their re-
cipients into despair, it becomes us “to try them who
say they are Apostles of Jesus,” but who may be of the
Synagogue of Satan; that, if ‘possible, we may deliver
the poor and needy, and aid them out of the hand of the
wicked. “They know not, neither will they understand ;
they walk on in darkness.”—Psalm lxxxii, 4. |
| I¥1 the teaching of Jesus, as recorded in the first three
- gospels (that said to be by John I hold to be spurious)
: %esus taught no doctrine that would discourage the
- greatest of sinners, or the meekest and most sensitive,
o %:oem the hopes of salvation. His teaching was simple,
~ his doctrines few. He ‘taught of the One Universal
- Father, and One Universal Brotherhood, and that to love
God with all the heart, and soul, and mind, and our
‘neighbour as ourselves, were the two great duties—the
substance of the law and the prophets, and “ more than
 all the burned offerings and the sacrifices ) “ that if we,

being evil, knew how to give good gifts to our children,

- how much more would our Heavenly Father give good

things to them who ask it?"” ~ He told the Jews at
Nazareth that he had come “to heal the broken-
- hearted,” and the Pharisees, that “God desired mercy,

and not sacrifice ;” and to his disciples that, if they for-

gave, they should be forgiven, but on no other condition.
Look again at his parables—*The Lost Money,” “ The

~ Lost Sheep,” and that of “The Prodigal Son,” in which-

he represents Qur Heavenly Father as full of mercy and
compassion. He used no threats of hell, and fire, and
brimstone ; no dogmas hard to be understood, and still

‘harder to be believed; he inculcated not only justice and |

forbearance, but even love to their enemies!” He ointed
to the example of our Heavenly Father as the ver
essence of love, mercy, and forbearance, exalted far be-
ond the reach of human attainment—yet so much the
etter as an example—and commanded his disciples to

“be merciful, even as their Father in Heaven was

merciful ! o S .
Turn we now to the Day of Pentecost, where Peter
‘addresses the crucifiers of Jesus.
timidate or discourage the humblest or most sensitive ?
Let results speak for themselves: “ They that gladly
received the word were baptized the same day, about
 three thousand souls.” These, we are told, “continued
daily in the Temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness, and singleness
of heart, praising God.”—Acts ii, 46, 47. Let us give
one more example of primitive Christianity. In chapter
8, we are told that « Philip went down to the city of

Samaria and preached Christ to them; and the people |

- with one accord gave heed to the things which Philip
spake, and were baptised ;” and we are told, “ there was
great joy in the city.”—v., viii. S |

- Now it will not do to tell us

which invariably delivered from
- guilt, and communicated * joy and peace in believing® to
- all who willingly received it, in the Apostolic age, nOwW
- produces despondency, delirium, and death—the oppo-

that the same gOSPel
all anxiety concernin

~ pite effect ! The laws of nature are the same, man is the
~ same, and “ God changeth not.”

; Similar causes under
~ gimilar circumstances always produce similar effects ;

byt here, as the effects are different, it is plain the

~cause must be different too. We therefore conclude that
" where despondency and - despair have appeared at re-
-vivals, instend of * joy and peace,” a spurious gospel has
‘been substituted for that of Jesus. The Mother of

. THE HARBINGER OFLIGHT.

‘What is there to in-

108

h:i :Yots 'y's)nd Ber daughters m@ke “ the inhabitants of the

earth drunk with the wine of her fomicatiops,?’ msteag
of giving them *the water of life to drink freely.
Error, like strong drink, blinds, stupifies, deceives, and
produces delirium, and ends in suffering and death.

The beast that carries the woman receives its power
and suthority from the dragon.—Rev. xiii,, 1,2; while
she is represented as “ drunk with the blood of saints
and martyrs of Jesus,” and along with the beast and the
false prophet, to be utterly destroyed at the second com-
ing of Jesus—(compare xiii, 1, 2, with xvii,, 1, 6, and
xix), Yet she and her da.ughters are gerfectly‘blmd to
their origin, condition, and fate, anc profess to be -
churches of Jesus Christ. In chap. i, 3, it is written,
“Blessed is he that keepeth, and they tl’l’at read th
words of this book, for the time is at hand 1" B

It is an easy thing to find fault with our neighbours,
but not to appear faultless to them! Let us ask our-
selves what moral standard do we lay down for our
guidance? or, will we admit men of all characters and
all creeds into our society, provided they believe that
the spirit survives the body after death ? o

Without some understanding among us as to morality
and order, there can be no confidence, harmony, or
union among us. The sooner this matter is considered

and settled the better; till then we will form but a rope e

of sand. IR . |
Any rules, or bond of union among us, must be simple,
consistent with holiness, reason, the laws of nature, and

‘society. I need hardly state that most of the precepts

of Jesus above referred to, are, eminently so; bearing on
our duty to God, our neighbour, and ourselves. The
rules ought to refer to conduct only, not to opinions, or

belief; for each is entitled to free liberty of thought, =
but not to annoy his neighbours w.lth his views; :yyet:, S

forbearance is indispensable.

Science demands accuracy, truthfulness, .o?de:, inves- o
tigation, and proper instruction and supervision, or pro-

gression in righteousness is impossible.

I remain, Sir, &c., L
| a B
SANDHURST PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALIST

AND FREE THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

'To ruE Epitor oF TuE HARBINGER OF Liaar.
Sir,—At the close of another month it affords me
pleasure in forwarding you the report of the doings of

ry | the above Association. Qur services have been con-

ducted at the usual time and place each succeeding
Sabbath. On each occasion the meeting has been pre-
sided over by the President, Mr. W. J. Martell, who
opens the service by giving out a piece from the selection
used, which those present join in singing. 'We are then

‘treated to a reading from some author of advanced

thought, after which we again sing; then Miss Phillips

‘ascends the platform under sg)i‘nb control, and those

assembled are addressed by: the controlling spirit on
some appropriate subject. I may mention that some
time since some of the more thoughtless who have been
present at our seances had endeavored to render the
addresses of the control ineffectusl by creating dis
turbances, which have been promptly suppressed by the
employment of gentle but firm measures. Now, however,
a very marked change has taken place in the disposition
of the auditory, for instead of the manifestation of a
hostile spirit, there is present a disposition to listen and
be instructed. The various readings by the President,
in conjunction with the varied addresses passed through
the organisation of the medium by those unseen intel-

g | ligencies who are ever present to aid, instruct, counsel,

and guide us into all truth, are making such deep and
lasting impressions on the minds of those who visit us
from time to time, that curiosity is not only excited but
the conviction of truth and the reality of spirit presence

and power are fastened upon the mind, insomuch that

the sarcastic sneer is fast giving place to the spirit of
earnest enquiry, and the desire to investigate if these
things are so—the darkness of ignorance and supersti-

tion is fleeing before, the sunbeams of knowledge and

truth, and prejudice, the offspring of educational bias, is

tottering and decaying before the sure advancing march

f
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 Corresponding Secretary. |
.~ NEWS FROM THE ENERGETIC CIRCLE, -

of increasing light, intellectuality, and liberalism. Of

the good that has been effected by the agency of these
services, the friends of the movement have received many
cheering testimonies ; and thue they are encouraged to
prosecute their labor of love and duty by perseverance

‘1n welldoing. I may here state that these services have
. been initiated at the request of our spirit friends, and

hence the good that has been accomplished has been
effected by them, through our instrumentality. Although
passed away, they are often near us,and still are one

- with us in sympathy and in every good endeavor; and

they promise us that what has been done is as nothing
to what they will yet achieve—in fact, is as & shadow to

the substance,a drop to the unfathomed sea, a flickering

taper to the sun in all the majesty of his noonday
splendour. | » |

The attendance is now acquiring such proportions that

* the hall which we occupy at the present is far too small,
~and the Committee are endeavoring to procure a larger

place that will be more suitable and adequate for our
growing requirements. ‘Well might it be said the small
one is becoming a great nation. A movement which is
so unpopular, having neither the prestige of rank or
state to recommend it to popular favor, which has had

to contend with the most determined hostility from
- Pulpit and Press, is made strong in weakness and waxes

valiant in fight. Having adopted “ Progression” as its

| - motto, Truth as its author and end, “ peace on earth and
~good will to men” as its badge and bond of fraternity, it

dares to wage warfare against the stronghold of dogmatic

- orthodoxy and all systems of false teaching which has
long enclosed and held in indisputed possession the
Spiritual man; and with a strength above and beyond

. itself, but yet imparted to it by those bright intelligences

- who come from theirethereal home to disperse the dark-
 ness of error’s night, it will go forth conquering and to
- conquer, until the earth shall be covered with the know-

‘ledge of the truth, and all shall rejoice in its freedom,
-and the light from above shall enlighten every man that

‘cometh into the world.

I may further add that our third quarterly re.union
‘was held Thursday, 26th August. There was a much

- larger attendance of friends and visitors than on any
~ previous occasion. At half-past seven those who were
present sat down to a very enjoyable repast, to which

ample justice was done, and. which was catered for them

- by Mr. Alpress. The demands of the physical man
- having been satiated, the hall was cleared and recreation

“K;ovided in the shape of music, singing, and reciting.
“Mr. and Miss E. Finster performed an opening piece on
~ the piano, and Miss Finster delighted the audience by
 rendering a solo which was greatly enjoyed and univer-
- sally admired. Mr. A. Fletcher and a lady sang together

a duet, which proved a great treat, and for which they

~ received an encore, to which they generously responded.
Mr. Martell read a selection from Pickwick, which proved

a rich treat and provocative of much amusement. A fter-

wards, dancing was indulged in by those who felt so dis--

~‘¥dosed‘,. and those who were unable to join in this health-

- ful exercise indulged in other rationsl amusements as
their tastes dictated. The music was supplied by Messrs.

Finster and Butler, who cheerfully gave their services

gratuitously, and who were the means of rendering the
~enjoyment of the occasion memorable. There was one

very remarkable feature present, viz., the utter absence

. of the distinction of class and caste, each regarding one
- another in the bonds of brotherhood, and endeavoring to

-~ contribute to one anothers’ happiness. At one o’clock
~ the assemblage dispersed, having spent a very happy and

- - pleasant evening in social intercourse, looking forward

- to the return of another quarter, and only wishing that
~ stch re-unions were of more frequent occurrence.—

n—————

'Drar Hansivaer,~Bince my last letter to you our
 circle has passed through many changes, some of a ve

- pleasant and cheering character, and others attended

with sorrow and gloom. Thank God, however, the

* worst is past, and our barque is once more in a calm sea.

Such is human life, with its alternate clouds and sun.

!

shine. Our “ Evening at Home” was a very pleasant
gathering, and brought joy to all our hearts. %Ve met

old friends, spent a few agreeable hours in their society,
congratulated each other on the growing importance of
the cause of Spiritualism, and bade each other God speed,
irrespective of creed, race, or social position. A clair-
voyant present said she saw a large number of bright
sgn'its in the room, enjoying the gight of our hapginess,
though invisible to us. Qur seance on the 30th August
was attended by several distinguished visitors from
Melbourne, who felt amazed at all they witnessed. One
or two recognised their friends, and others saw, for the -
first time, the materialised spirit-face, On the following
Sunday, we had a still more successful seance in the
presence of several visiting friends. One venerable lady
recognised her spirit-daughter as she knew her in life,
and several of us saw her as well. I can truly say I
never saw a more beautiful face. The expression was
angelic, and the features small and exquisitely formed.
In fact, words fail to convey to you or your readers the

“beauty of this angel-visitant from the higher spheres. It

left a deep impression on the minds of all who saw her.
Her dear mother was filled with a joy unutterable, and
received—per Katie King—a small portion of her
daughter’s robe, which, on inspection, proved to be of
fine Indian mushn. Notwithstanding these interesting
and extraordinary manifestations, the spirit of John
King was constantly complaining to me of a want of
harmony in the circle, and requesting me to adopt means
to remove it. I had, accordiugly—acting upon instruec-

tions from King—to perform the unpleasant task of ‘
reducing the number of members of the circle,as he
found it too large to secure that complete harmony so

necessary for his purpose. So six have refired, thus
leaving fourteen of the most harmonious members to form
the circle. Smee these changes we have, to date, held two
seances. We have still our principal medium—the male

‘medium, and through whom our greatest and most reliable

manifestations have always come—and being now in
thorough harmony with each other, King has informed
us that in three weeks from last Friday we shall have

‘regained the power lost by the sudden breaking of the
_chain, and will then begin to have greater manifestations
‘than we have ever had before. And if last Sunday

night’s seance is to be taken as a criterion of our future

guccess, we have good reasons for congratulating our-
gelves on the changes which have been brought about,.
It proved a most delightful meeting to us all,and to four
visiting friends as well. I saw the upper part of John
King's face, the lower part being enveloped in white

| drapery. King said as soon as he had power enough to.

show himself distinctly, we should all know him by a
long black beard, which he would wear as in his portrait
in % The (London) Medium.” He further added, that
they had been kept back very much by one who was now -
gone, and he was—as all their spirit band were—greatly
pleased with the changes which had been made in the
circle. He also said that the Energetic was the only .
circle he attended in Sandhurst, and their medium the
only one he controlled ; but he was aware that others
came to different circles and took his and his daughter’s
name. Xatie was also seen by several, and Mrs. G.’s
daughter was very plainly seen by four persons. The

face of a child was also seen by four, a lady present

‘being impressed that it was hers, and King rapping
approval that she was right. Twice during the seance
the most delicious perfume was inhaled by all; also, cold
breezes were felt. King's light was very vivid and

‘beautiful, and burned for at least twenty minutes, the

circle singing all the time. The light is evidently be-
coming larger and more luminous, and assumes all sort

‘of shapes and sizes. Lately luminous letters have also

| appeared, as if the spirits were attempting to form a

| name. King and George Abell informed me that bad
| influences had hitherto kept them from writing on the
sealed packets, but that “ they did not forget.” * Peter,”
King's attendant spirit, came for a short time. I asked =
‘him if the cirele should sing his tune. He jocularly
replied, he “didn’t want tuning,” which provoked some =~ =
merriment. At our seances, in the presemce of our = .
‘vigiting friends, the harmony has been increased very

y | PR

materially by the excollent singiog and playing of the '
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lady organist. The Te Deum (Jackeon's) was beauti-
fully rendered by her, and, at the conclusion of the
seance, Pope’s Ode, “ Vital Spark.” No more visitors
are to be admitted for some time, but they will lose
nothing by waiting, as the longer they wait the more

they will see. |
S | THE CHAIRMAN,
Sandhurst, 16th Sept., 1874. ”

A GREAT SCANDAL.

GaEeat scandals, like great storms. sometimes clear the
moral atmosphere when it is too heavily charged with
elements out of their right place, or out of their due
proportions. Buf sometimes during the storm some
stately tree is shattered, and remains ever afterwards a
scathed and blackened stump ; or, some beautiful build-
ing, dedicated to the noblest uses, is struck and set on

fire, and nothing remains but a memory and a heap of

ruins. And 8o, too, oftentimes, when a great scandal has

~ raged, and has, perhaps, cleared away much that was
. evil ‘and pernicious, we cannot but mourn over some
" noble heart, bowed down and blasted—some life of use-
 fulness—true usefulness to others, however false it ma

¥ | lowers, and their consignment to “everlasting fire,”
| have been to itself—for ever ended. A late Californian

mail brings the news of a great storm, which has raged

. over the city of Pittsburg and the neighbourhood, many
~ miles of country were made desolate; homes destroyed,
- property ruined, and more than two hundred lives were

. lost.  But in the same country a greater moral storm is

raging—the end of which we cannot yet see. Two of the

. greatest thinkers and teachers ever produced by that
- country of vigorous free-thought are the centre of the

tempest—Henry Ward Beecher and Theodore Tilton—

‘but not with their fates will its mighty consequences
‘end. Ifit could end with them we should not for a mo-

ment have thought of bringing the ‘matter to the notice
of our readers—for to disseminate scandal is no part of
the aims of the Harbinger of Light. But they are, in a

‘cortain sense, representative men, and with them will

stand or fall the faith, the confidence in human virtue,
and much of the moral hopes of thousands of their fellow-
beings, both in their own country and abroad. It

‘is the wide-spread spiritual desolation which must follow
the fall of either of them, that makes thé present crisis-
‘8o very terrible to contemplate, and that one or other of |
- them must fall from the high dignity of the position he
‘thas hitherto occupied before the world, seems only too
certain. Theodore Tilton accuses Beecher of the greatest |
- moral wrong that can well be urged against any man; not

merely of immorality, but also of treachery, breach of

hospitality, hypocrisy, and slander of the most horrid
character, and declares himself able to prove circum-
stantially what he asserts. Beecher meets the accusation
a8 a calumny invented to destroyhim. Either the greatest
| %reacher of liberal Christianity, and of the religion of
~ high morality, is a whited sepulchre, fair-seeming ex-

“ternally, but within full of all uncleanness, or else one of

‘the sweetest writers on morals, oné of the ablest ad-

vocates of equal rights amongst men, is himself no
respector of any rights or of any morals, but a base

calumniator and traitor. It is not yet clear which of
these two sad. alternatives we must finally accept ; but |
that there is no middle course to be hoped for between

: them‘,l‘s’eems even now painfully plain, -
-+ One thing, however, seems to us to be surely wise,

even in the comparatively distant position that we here

- occupy to the principal parties concerned ; it is, not to
_shrink from or to be prejudiced in our enquiries into the
~matter. It is no mere matter of idle gossip told to-day,

and forgotten to-morrow, hut one of the most momen-

‘tuous personal quarrels that could have occurred among
- the men of letters and of thought in our times. Let us

try earnestly to know the truth of it. Let us' worship

~no false gods, and set up for admiration no false heroes.
~ Let us believe in nothing that is not true, and respect
- no one who is not in the right.

On whichever side the

- honest man 18 to ‘be found, there let us pay the honor
- due to him, unblinded by prejudice, unswayed by pre-
. possession, and unmoved by the strife of party-tongues,

‘ (

SPIRITUALISM VINDICATED.

Being a reply to a discourse by the Rev. John Graham,
of Sydney, entitled—*SpIrITUsrisM AND CHRISTI-
ANITY; THEIR REvELATiONS AND EvipENcEs CoM-
PARED, By J. TyErMaN, |

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 694).

In speaking of the “ spirit-world,” Mr, Graham repeats
views which have too long prevailed in the world, and
the falsity and bad fruits of which could be easily
proved, did not their discussion involve theological
questions, not directly connected with the subject in
hand, and for which I have not space. For example, he
speaks of the “ Holy Spirit ” as  distinct personality,
producing certain effects on the “ spirits of men;” but
this is only a dogmatic assumption, utterly incapable of
proof. What are those effects, and where are they to
be found ?- He also appears to regard “ holy angels " as

a distinct order of intelligences, though the Bible itself

supplies evidence of their being only disembodied human
spirits. In referring to “the angels that kept not their

first estate,” he evidently endorses the Miltonian fiction
of a wicked rebellion in a sinless heaven, and the sub-
sequent expulsion of the great leader, Satan, and his fol-

which Christ says was “ prepared ” for them—and pre-
pared by their Heavenly Father, a God of infinite love!
He further asserts that “ Jesus Christ . . . reigns
in the spirit-world.” This, too, like many other state-
ments he has made, is not only one which he cannot

prove, but which is emphatically contradicted by the

visitors from that world, who are in a position to speak

on this point with far greater authority than our clerical
opponents, Most Christians cherish the belief that at

‘death they will be borne on angel’s wings to the pre-

sence of Christ, and will spend eternity in the sublime
duty of admiring his lovely person, gazing upon his

transcendant glories, magnifying his almighty power,

and chanting his matchless. praises. This glorious
prospect is said to fire them with ardent devotion in

Tlife, and yield them unspeakable comfort in death ; but

woeful is their ,disa_;ppointment, and bitter their anguish

‘when they wake up in the other world and find none of
‘those seraphic beings they expected, ready to transport

them to the *open arms’ of their “dear Redeemer.”
Some of them can hardly realise for a while that they

have passed away from earth, Instead of being met by
| “angels,” with flapping, goose-like “ wings,” they are

welcomed by their own relatives and friends, who had
gone before them, Instead of ascending to the magni-
ficent little “heaven,” which thieir sectarianism had
pictured for an “elect few,” they find themselves in a

vast world, as real and natural as the one just left; and
| marked by similar gradations in life, similar diversities

of gifts and graces, and similar degrees of happiness and
misery. And instead of receiving from Christ the “re-
ward " they expected he would bestow upon them, for

“ trusting in his merits alone for §a.1vation,” they meet
no such personage—the man Christ bemg in a sphere "

much higher than they can reach at present—and the

Q’:dnl‘y reward they obtain is that which is their own by

natural right, for such virtues as they cultivated, and
such good works as they performed while on earth. If
Mr. Graham will examine the literature of Spiritualism,

| he will find many communications from those who died
| in the Christian faith, fully confirming these statements

—and communications quite as “authentic ” and trust-
worthy as those he accepts because they are in the
Bible. | : | . _
It is not an agreeable task to have to dispel those
popular and cherished delusions about Christ “ reigning

in the spirit-world,” but fidelity to truth and the interests =
of mankind demand their exposure; and it would be

well for Christians themselves if they could realisein
this world how groundless much of their faith and many
of their expectations are, instead of having to meet

those crushing disappointments which assuredly await S

belief concerning Christ and heaven, =
Respecting

remarks :—

them in a world to come, if they die in the orthodox

“the spirits of the just” Mr. Graham



“duties in which others take
not. The orthodox teaching on this subject savors too

- %The Bible sasures us of their continued conscious and intensi-
fied life, and speaks of them as & ‘cloud of witnesses,’ who suy-
round our Christian course. That they think of us, feel for us,
gmgb to welcome us to their life of eternal peace and joy, I cannot
oubt,” | R

And he adds :—

“There is then, according to the Bible, a world of fleshless
spirits encircling this world of spirits still in the flesh, Its
atmosphere is around us, though we cannot breathe it ; its waves
ripple on our shores, and its music pulsates all around us, though
our ears cannot hear the spirit sounds, Alas, alas | how dead is
our Sadducean age to the inmates, the. joys, the interests of the
spiritual universe, and how dull our efforts to be prepared for the
voice of God, that shall summon us to drop these vestments of
flesh, and join the spirits of the just made perfect.” *

"

perfect “Those who have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” Mr. Graham
will no doubt reply. I suppose he holds, in common
with Christians generally, that mankind, spiritually con-
gidered, are divided into two, and only two, classes, the
so-called “ righteous,” and the so-called “ wicked ;” and
that the other world consists of two, and only fwo, places,
called “ heaven ” and “ hell,”” which are to be the eternal
homes of those divisions of the races. The nature and
limits of this Vindication will not allow me to bestow
that attention on this prevalent belief which its import-
ance deserves, but I cannot refrain from making one or

~two remarks on a question which has ever been fraught
. with mischievous consequences to society.

The Bible makes a most artificial and unwarranted divi- |

sionof the human family into two parts,and all the churches

in Christendom strive to keep up that unjust and mon-

- strous distinction. Those who assent to a given set of
- ecclesiastical dogmas, and perform a prescribed round of
religious duties, are assumed to be on the bright side of

the dividing line, the adopted children of God, and the

- ‘possessors of rights and privileges of inestimable worth ;
~ while those who cannot accept the dogmas nor fulfil the
~duties, called Christian, no matter how noble in prin-

ciple or pure in life they may be, are declared to be on

- the dark side of the line, and coolly told that they are

the children of Satan, the slaves of a “ totally depraved ”
nature, and the heirs of eternal wrath! But can the
Almighty be the author of this arrangement, which

enlightened reason and benevoleace condemn ? Has He
-~ .made s[iliritual and eternal blessings depend upon condi-
- tioms w . : unab

to fulfil?  Does He withold His Fatherly smile from

- those who conscientiously reject what others honestly

ich many are intellectually and morally unable

believe, and feel under no obligation to discharge certain
great delight? Assuredly

much of the littleness, injustice, and petty favouritisms

- of man, to be worthy of God. And how completely is
- this arbitrary and injurious dividing-line swept away by
. animpartial survey of the world! Instead of the race
presenting itself in only two vast groups, almost innu- |

merable divisions are discovered. Among those theo-

- logically called the “ wicked ” is found as much genuine
goodness and true religion as among those designated
~ the “righteous ;” though the latter excel the former in
- pious cant and self-righteous professions. No member
~ of the human family is “ fofally depraved,” or hopelessly
~lost, either m this world or the next; noris anyone

absolutely “ perfect.” The difference between the best

‘and the worst of men is only one et degree ; all are alike

the children of God, and alike created for final and

. everlasting feliciti, though the progress of some may be
| «"»vefiy slow ; nay, tho
- ang

low ; ugh they may for a time retrogade
give little-hope of - recovery. It is, no doubt, very

. flattering to the vanity of self-styled “ saints " to regard
~ themselves as the favourites of Heaven, the inheritors of

‘precious “ covenant blessings ” here, and the heirs of a

- glorious “inheritance” hereaftar ; and to be able to look
. down upon, and affect pity for, those they call “ sinners ”
~=many of whose principles and conduct put their own
- toshame; but this presumptuous vanity cannot be too
- severely rebuked, nor these groundless pretensions too
. soon demolished. 'Who authorised them to erect their
~theological partition-wall, by which they have separated

- ‘the human family into two unequal divisions, the largest
- of which, as such, they have excluded from the Divine

The %uestidn naturally arises, who are the “ just made’

favour, and placed under the dominion of a semi-omni-
potent being called the Devil? And what right have
they to limit Grod’s relation to, and interest in, any por-
tion of mankind, by their own narrow sectarian creeds P
Thank Heaven for Sgiritualism, which not only levels
the barriers by which sectarian theology has too long
separated people on earth, but, above all, rectifies the
unjust division which that theology had made of the
future state, and reveals a region of certain progress and
ultimate happiness for #// men, irrespective of creed and
country. : | . : |
But though there are no “ spirits of the just made
perfect,” by the process and in the sense Mr., Graham
means, yet if we apply what he says of these mythical
beings to our spirit-friends generally, we migi accept his
statement as strictly true. They do “ think of us, feel
for us, and long to welcome us to their life of eternal
peace and joy ; which proves that they are not wholly
absorbed in serving Grod “ day and night in His temple,”
as the Bible declares they are. And as it is admitted
‘that they still remember us, and cherish a lively interest
in our welfare, I would ask our Christian cﬁgone{lts
‘what can be mere nafural than that they should desire
to.return to us, watch over us as guardian angels, and,
by such means as they are able to command, demonstrate
to us the fact of their continued existence, and the
reality of the unseen world that awaits us? ~ Could they -
serve God in a more pleasing, practical, and effectual
way than by ministering to those they have left on
earth, and assisting them to bear the burdens and

'And as Spiritualism affords abundant evidence that they
actually do this, it does seem strange, and as sad as
strange, that those who admit that the departed still
“think of us” and “feel for us,” should ignore the
natural outcome of such thought and feeling, and treat
with such scepticism and injustice the movement which
proves to be a fact what was formerly only a pleasing
fancy. | | -
Mr. Graham may well exclaim, “ Alas, alas! how dead
is our Sadducean age to the inmates, the: joys, the in-
terests of the spiritual universe.” This is, indeed, a
“Sadducean” age, and well it may be. The clergy
preach a future state, but how many of them really be-
lieve in it, at least in the one they preach—a state in
which the vast majority of their fellow-men are doomed
to indescribable torments, and that for ever ? Their
ambition for magnificent churches and palace-like par-
‘sonages ; their eagerness and industry in the pursuit of
“fat livings”; and their investments in colonial banks
and cottage property, prove how little many of them
‘think of the soul in comparison with their care for the

“body. and how much more faith they have in this world

than in the next, of which they preach so much. And
as for the people under their charge, the ill-disguised
~worldlimindedness, the over-reaching selfishness, and
the anxiety to lay up for themselves “treasures upon
_earth”—in violation of the emphatic prohibition of their
‘professed Master, Christ—which characterise most of
‘them, show how little real interest they take in
“heaven,” where they say their “heart and treasure ”
‘are. The practical infidelity of Christians themselves is
‘the chief cause of that “Sadducean’’ state of things they
affect- to deplore. Their preaching, and praying, and
sanctimonious professions may well fail to arrest the
progress of scepticism, and convince the unbelieving of
the reality of a future state, when their general conduct
shows how little influence their belief in it has upon
their own lives. But even if they were to exemplify
ever so sincere a belief in a life beyond the grave, they
are not able to supply that evidence of its existence
‘which the scientific and intellectual scepticism of the
‘present age demands. Their speculative arguments for
immortality, and the traditional evidences they adduce
from the Church and the Bible, alike fail to convince &

rapidly increasing number of cultivated minds. Some- -

‘thing more is needed, and Spiritualism professes to be

exactly adapted to the existing state of things. Just as S

a self.sufficient science begins to publicly ridicule the :

popular belief in immortality as an antiquated supersti-

tion, and a ruthless materialism ventures to openly

| trample on. :humani‘ty”s;’_dearest‘ hopes, the. angel‘W‘)?m: E :

!

conquer the evils of this rudimental state of being?
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devélo;ﬁs 8 sgs&m that will "in‘ievi’tably humble the one
_the other, Spiritualism supplies that

and demolis |
Dresent sensible, practical demonstration of immortalit
which unbelief so defiantly challenged. And how is 1t
received by those who profess to believe in a future

- state, and to regard a proper attention to its claims as

of supreme importance to man? Do they hail it with
-emotions of gratitude to God and the angels, for vouch-

- safing it to the world just when scepticism rendered it

most necessary P Alas, alas! it is met in a spirit of
uncharitableness and determined hostility,. "We behold
the melancholy spectacle of most Christians opposing
Spiritualism with as much unfairness and rancour as the
majority of materialists! and for the same reason, that
it happens to clash with their preconceived notions, for
which they virtually claim infallibility! With one breath

- they deplore the “ Sadducean” spirit of the age, and with

the next they inveigh against the only movement that
can effectually crush that spirit ! S

~ Mr. Graham admits, on the authority of “ the Bible,”

that both “good spirits ” and “ evil epirits” “ repeatedly
- and visibly communicated with men” in olden times,

‘Then why may not spirits of all classes communicate

“with mortals in our day? They must have done so then

under nafural laws and conditions, and as the laws of
nature are immutable, what was possible then is possible
now. And is there not as much necessity for spiritual

- visits and communications in our day as in ancient
~times? Can our Christian opponents point to a single

passage in their Bible which limits those visits to the

. “period covered by Bibilical history? If they cannot,
- what right have they to fix the limits which the authority
~they regard as infallible and final has not imposed?

Hence, for anything they can show to the contrary on
Seriptural grounds,both “ good ” and “ evil” spirits may

- be as much or more in the habit of communicating

“with men” now as in the days of the Patriarchs,
Proghets, and Apostles. And as they can prove nothing
to the contrary on Biblical, still less can they do so on
natural and rational grounds. o

On page 7, Mr. Graham quotes Deut. xviii.,, 10—19,
which contains the Mosaic prohibition against inter.
course with spirits ; and remarks upon it—*“Here necro-

‘mancy, or consultation of the spirits of the dead, together

- with all the usual unauthorised methods of access to the

spirit-world, is forbidden to God’s people.” On this

‘ ;hackneged passage, which has become a stock objection
| o Christian enemies of Spiritualism, I would
~make the following brief observations :—1. It clearly

implies not only the possibility, but the actwality of
‘spirit intercourse. 'Why prohibit what did not, and

- could not take place? True, I have heard Christians—

logically-minded enough to perceive that what was pos-

sible in this respect in the past is possible now—who, |

rather than admit that communion with spirits is real in
oour day, vigorously denied that it was real in the time
of Moses; but Mr. Graham does not agree with his

fellow Christians on this point.. He will not do his God
“the monstrous injustice of charging him with legislating
against an impossibility ; for, as we have just seen, he |

‘concedes the reality of communion with spirits in Bible

" times. 2., Unless it can be proved that the thing con-

demned is identical with modern Spiritualism—and that,

I hold, can not be done—the prohibition is not ap-
‘plicable. The people no doubt held actual intercourse

with spirits, but the practice appears, from the context

and other parts of Scripture, to have been surrounded

-with objectionable features, and turned to unworthy

glurposes, ‘which Spiritualists condemn as heartily as |
oses. Mr. Graham quotes, to support the above pas-.

sage, the parallel one in Isaiah viii., 19,20, which speaks

of “wizards that peep and that mutter ; ” but I know of

- nothing in Spi}‘itua,lism that answers to this. Seances
- are not *“ peep’ |

~ this part of the Mosaic law is binding upon those who live
- under the Gospel dispensation, before it can with justice

shows. 8. It must also be proved that

be used against Spiritualism. In addition to those parts

" of the Mosaic economy expressly annulled in the New

‘Testament, there are other laws and commandments of

', the Pentateuch which Christians live in habitual viola-
- tion of. And if they, on no higher authority than their
- own private judgment, practically set aside certain parts

|

o ' o
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of the 014 Testament, as inapplicable to themselves in

this age, surely they cannot conmstently blame others,
who, in the exercise of the same right of private judg-
ment, reject the law in question as not being ‘m”fogcp
now, and consequently not applicable to modern Spiri-
tualism. 4. Those who insist so strongly on this Mosaic

rohibition should be konest, and carry it out fully. In
Lev. xx., 27, we read—* A man also or woman that hath
a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put
to death; they shall stone them with stones; their
blood shall be upon them.” Are our Christian oppo-
nents prepared to “sfone” and “put to death” us Spiri-

tualists, and have owr “blood” wpon “them?” The

question is not whether they are cruel-hearted enough
to do thie—though I have seen sufficient to convince me
that some of them are quite eapable of it, notwithstand-
ing their vaunted charity—but, I ask, can they, dare
they attempt it? If not, why do they so frequently
quote this, and parallel passages against us? Why do
they so persistently confront us with a law whose penal-
ties they are not prepared to inflict upon us—penalties

which have to be inflicted upon the body in this world,

and not such as they say are left to be inflicted upon the
soul in the world to come? And how can they expect
unprejudiced observers to regard them with feelings

‘other than those of mingled pity and contempt, for so

menacingly flourishing the first half of this prohibition

in our faces, and so cowardly shrinking from the in.
tended application of the second ? Seeing, however,

that they do ignore one part of it, we are surely
justified in following their godly example, and ignoring
the other part; and, therefore, between themselves an

‘us this famous prohibition falls to the ground! 5. But
‘even supposing that Moses did prohibit all intercourse

with spirits, and that his prohibition is held to be still

in force, ¢ s only binding on those who acknowledge
| his authority. Let those obey him, whether Jews or

Christians, who believe that he legislated as God's in-

fallible representative, and for all time; for myself, T
{ regard this as not only an untenable, but a most mis-
chievous assumption. As a man, Moses was wise for
the day in which he lived, and there is much that is ex-
cellent in the religious system that he established ; but
‘it is equally true that there is much that is absurd,
oppressive, unjust, and utterly unsuited to the present
‘age. It is high time that Christendom emancipated
itself from degrading bondage to the past, and asserted
its right to think and act for itself, to the fullest extent,

in religious as in other matters. I deny the right of

‘Moses, or any other ancient writer to either authorise

or prohibit a certain line of conduct for me; and main-
tain that we of the present are better able to judge of

and provide for our own religious wants than the
ancients were, ~Spiritualism, while esteeming both for

many things, refuses to bow to either Moses or Jesus as

‘Master ; and insists upon being tested by the light-and ~
requirements of the present day, and not by the crooked

and rusty standard of the dark, superstitious, and.
barbarous past. | L e

If Mr. Graham and his fellow-Christians will reflect

upon the foregoing observations, they will perhaps-see
‘how useless it is attempting todisprove’ the claims
of Spiritualism by urging the Mosaic probibition

againstit. - . .o
| - (2o be continued.)

«AN EVENING AT HOME” OF THE ENER.
| *7 GETIC CIRCLE OF PROGRESSIVE

- SPIRITUALISTS AND FRIENDS.

-SucH was the title given to the annual social gathering
of the Sandhurst Energetic Circle, held in the Rifles’
“Orderly Rooms, on Monday evening, the 81st August—

and never was title better bestowed, for it was, in every
‘sense of the word, “ An Evening at Home.

| : There was
a ‘large and fashionable audience, numbering nearly
three hundred ladies and gentlemen present, and fairly
representative of all classes'in the community. The

rooms were most tastefully decorated with flags and

green boughs, artificial roses (the work of the ladies of

the circle), of all sizes and colours, having been profusely, -
yet neatly, interspersed amongst the branches, and which

o
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Above the orchestrs was placed the umnion:jack, sur-
.mounted by the royal arms; and on the large door was
suspended & fine German flag. On the opposite end of
the room, and extending across it, was the well-known
motto, “ Peace on earth, and goodwill towards men,” in
large black and red painted letters, and above it a ver
beautiful Prince of Wales feather, with the motto, “ Ic
Dien.” Hallas’s band for private parties conducted the
music, which was played in such a masterly manner as
to call forth the repeated plaudits of the au(ﬁence. Mr.
‘W. Watkins was the M.C. on the occasion, and, as well
as the band, received at the close a hearty vote of thanks
for the efficient manner in which his onerous duties were
discharged. | o
The decorations were the work of Messrs. Hogg,
Tgc}:, Scott, Druce, Vruppel, and other friends, and
elicited warm praise from all. The hon. sec. (Mr.
Denovan) also received a vote of thanks for his services.
 Amongst the audience we noticed Mr. and Mrs.
M‘Illwraith (the Mayor and Mayoress of Me]bourne),
Master M‘Illwraith, and Miss M‘Illwraith; Mr . Carson,

Mr. D. Carson, and Mr. W. H. Terry, all of Melbourne; |

and Mr. Finlason (Castlemaine), Mr. and Mrs. Aspinall
(the Mayor and Mayoress of Sandhurst), Councillors
M‘Dougall, Bayne, Hattam, Clarke, and Woodward,
with their ladies, and many other of our principal
citizens, The company being nearly all in evening dress,
and there being a large attendance of ladies, the room
presented a brilliant appearance. The entertainment
consisted principally of dancing, which was largely
- patronised, but there was an agreeable variation, in the
shape of singing. Miss W-—— sang in capital style,
- “Sweet Spirit, Hear my Prayer,” and received loud ap-
| lf)’lause,- and Mr. L—— favoured the company with “My
- Pretty Jane,” his fine voice being heard to great ad-
 vantage. He was also warmly applauded. Mr. Hallas
- (by request) played a solo on his cornet, It was the
fine old air, “ Auld Robin Gray,” and so beautifully was
it played that the large audience were hushed into com-
plete silence. - At the close of it Mr. Hallas was re-
- peatedly cheered. For the non-dancers there were
- cards and draughts, and many availed themselves of the
privilege. The refreshment room was open during the
whole time, and was largely patronised. ~Mr. M‘Leod
was the caterer, and gave very general satisfaction in
~having previded so well for the comfort of all. Dancing
~was kept up till two o’clock, the last dance being “Sir
~Roger de Coverly.” The whole audience then joined
“hands and sung “ Auld Lang Syne,” with great gusto ;

~and then the finale, “ God Save the Queen,” and thus.

‘ended—to use the phrase in every one’s mouth—* one
';‘)lf {the,rpleasanteSt-'evenings ever we spent in Sand-
wurst. T P o

- ST———

. “Waize these two were talking, my attention was drawn.
to a -dark metallic substance at the further end of the |

_room. It wag about thirty feet in length, narrow in
proportion, and all closed round, save, near the roof,
there were some small round holes, through which might

be seen a red light. From the interior emanated a rich,

sweet perfume, Then the corpse, covered by long cere-
ments, was tenderly lifted by six ot the nearest kinsfolk,
~and borne before the dark thing that I have described. I
pressed forward to see what happened. A sliding.door,
~or panel, at one end was lifted up, the body deposited
“within on a shelf, the door was re-closed, a spring at the
- sidetouched—a sudden whishing,sighingsound was heard
from within—and, lo! at the other end of the machine
the lid fell down, and a small handful of smouldering dust

_dropped into a patera placed to receive it. The son took

up the patera and exclaimed :—‘ Behold, how great is the
faker! To this little dust he gave form, and life, and
~ poul! Tt needs not this little dust for Him to renew

 form, life, and soul, to the beloved one we soon shall see

‘again!’ On the lid of the patera were engraven the
‘name of the deceased, and these words :—* Lent to us’
~ (bere the date of birth) ; ‘recalled from us’ (here the
~ date of death),”—Loep LxrroN, - - :

tended ‘to give the large room & very chberful aspect,

‘home.

PRESENTATION 70 MR. G. A. STOW,

Mz. G. A. Srow, who has long been connected with
the Spiritual movement here, and for a considerable
time held the office of Secretary to the Victorian Asso-
ciation, and more recently of Vice-Conductor of the
Melbourne Progressive Lg'ceum, left here for England
by the Agamemnon, on the 12th August. Mr. Stow’s
resignation of the office of secretary was received at the
committee meeting of the Association held on the 1lst
ult., and, in accepting it, a very general wish was
expressed that the committee should testify in some
pu%lic‘ manner their appreciation of Mr. Stow’s services
on behalf of the Association. A motion was carried
unanimously, that an illuminated address be. presented
to Mr. Stow, and a draft having been submitted, a sub-
committee were appointed to prepare i, and it was
arranged that the presentation should take place after
the services on Sunday, 6th August. Accordingly, on
that occasion, before the concluding hymn was given,
the chairman, Mr. Brotherton, called Mr. Stow to the
platform, and, with a few appropriate remarks, presented
the address. Mr. Stow made a suitable reply, feelingly
acknowledging his appreciation of the kind sentiments
conveyed in the address, and whilst expressing his wishes
for the progress of the Association, said he should look
forward with pleasurable anticipation to his return.
Friends, hearing of his intended departure, had spoken of
his going “ home,” but he felt that he was going from
His home was here, and: he hoped ere long to
return to it, and join them again in the good work-they
were engaged in. ) BRI St

The following is a copy of the address, which was
beautifully 1lluminated by Mr. 8. B. Bonney. The
desi

Bigotry, Ignorance, Intolerance, &c., an angel form
descending in a ray of light, bearing a scroll, on whichis
inscribed © Let there be Light;’ beneath this design is
the Lyceum banner and flags. Theaddress was mounted
in a handsome gilt frame. -

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE
| SPIRITUALISTS. - |
| To M=z. Geo. A. Stow. S
Sir,—The Members of the above Association, having
been informed of your speedy and unexpected departure
for England, desire to express to you their high appre-
ciation of your just and upright character together with
your courteous and obliging disposition, as exemplified
during several years’ experience of you ag a Spiritualist,
and for some time as Secretary of the above Association..

~ In conveying to you their good wishes and desires for

Kour_'prosperlty and happiness during your absence, the

‘hope to welcome you back again in renewed health an o
| benefitted by cheerful and profitable experiences.

' HOW THE “COMING RACE” WILL CREMATE.|

H. BrorHERTON, President. -

~ W. H, Terry, Treasurer. =
 JoEN VEEVERS, PR RTTSAEE
'WitLiam BowLey, } Members.
J. B. MoraerweLL, M.D.: A

‘Sum, B, Bowey, Hon. 0.

Melbourne, September 1st, 1874. U

- An address conveying similar sentiments was presented
by the Lyceum. . SR

The business which.has called Mr. Stow to England

‘is not likely to detain him long, and his return may be

expected in about eight months,

LETTERS FROM HENRY T. CHILD, M. D.,
OF PHILADELPHIA, AND ROBERT DALE

 WONDERFUL MANIFESTATIONS AT THE HOLMES

A COMMUNICATION ERE%(;I'HE SPIRIT OF KATIE -

Iy a formervlét;tér\_I gave the l:eaders ‘of the BqMér of |

Light & brief account of the first appearance of Katie

King in Philadelphia, which occurred at the seance of

me——

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, on the 12th of May, at eight in -

the evening, . - o -
After giving her name, she said, in reply to my ques- .

j tion, “I have been at a seance in London to-day.” The

en showed the world rising out of the clouds of




difference in longitude is about five hours, being earlier
there. She came nearly every evening, and at her re-

vest I wrote to Mr. Wm. H. Harrison, of the London

piritualist, who has published my letter. I also wrote,
by her direction, to Florence Coolk, her medium in Lon.
- don, and to Mr. Blackburn. On the 21st of May, she

gaid, “I have been at a seance in London this evening.”
You have published the interesting account of her fare-
well, which took place on that day.

After this she told me she was not able to deliver a
message to her friends in London because she was not
attending any more seances there.

On Friday evening, June 5th, Robert Dale Owen was
‘with us. John King said, “If you will sit back a little,
and turn the light down low, we will open the door and
let you see Katie in full form.” We did so, and were
favoured with the sight of a very beautiful shape, clothed
in white robes. |
At one of our seances I handed a sheet of paper to
Katie; the next day she returned it to me, with the
following communication written upoun it :—

“Flowers are not trifles, as we might know from the
- care God has taken of them: everywhere. Not one
- unfinished ; not one bearing the mark of a brush or
‘pencil. | | o
- “TFringing the eternal borders of mountain ranges;
- growing on the pulseless head of the gray old granite;
everywhere they are harmonizing. . .
- “Murderers do not ordinarily wear roses in their
button-holes. Villains seldom train vines over their

G cottage doors. Kamie Kine.”

On Sunday evening, June 7th, we had a long conver-
sation with Katie at the cabinet window. At my request
~she permitted me to count her pulse, while she held her
- arm out in plain sight. It was about seventy-two per

minute, and a perfectly natural pulse. She also per-
mitted me to see her tongue, and then asked playfully if
I thought she was “ right well.” L 8

A lady in the circle said to her, “I have a ring I would

like to give you if you will accept it.” She replied, “ Of
course I will.” - o -

Mr. Owen placed it upon her ‘ﬁn‘ger ; she seemed
much pleased. Other presents have been given to her:.

a string of white spar beads, and a white pearl cross,
- which she habitually presents to us at the seances.
I will not detain your readers from Mr, Owen’s letter,

/in which he gives a statement of his opinion of these

- wonderful phenomena. A
T bespeak for this, and the communication from Katie
—which she gave me in my own study—a most careful
perusal and thoughtful examination. =~ - =

| LEITER FROM ROBERT DALE OWEN. =
- Dear Dr. Child,—Accept my grateful acknowledg-
ments for your kirndness in inviting me to witness ‘the

- phenomena in spirit-materialization, now presented in
this city through the mediumship of Mr. and Mrs.

Holmes, | | i 5 S
I had kept up with thé recent European experiments
- In this field, and had hoped for much; but the reality

~ has far exceeded my expectations, All my former expe-

~rience in Spiritualism, favoured as I have been, pales |

before the new manifestations witnessed by me in the
- course of last month. After the strictest scrutiny, with
every facility promptly afforded me by the mediums, to

detect imposition had it been attempted, I here avow

my conviction that the phenomena are genuine; that I
- have again and again—on more than twenty occasions—
~ seen, heard, and touched forms to appearance human

and material, and to sense tangible; that these forms

have stepped up close to me; that I have held convyer-
sations with them, occasionally receiving advice, some-
“times having my thoughts read and adverted to; that I
‘have received, written under my very eyes, by a lumi-
nous, detached hand, a communication of some length,
purporting to come from an eminent English clergyman
- who died twenty years ago—the style and the signature
- serving further to attest 1ts genuine character. Finally,
_ that I have seen the form which had spoken to me a
- minuté or two. before, fade away till it became a dim
- shadow—to re-appear, a few minutes later, in all its
brightness. | S o

!
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If to many, even of those who esteem themselves ex-
perienced Spiritualists, such things seem but as the
phantoms of a “ Midsummer Night's Dream,” and if, in
consequence, many receive this new phase of spirit-com-
munion with doubt or disbelief, so be it! Thomas was
quite right in disbelieving until he could see with his
eyes and touch with his hands. Those of us who %ave

seen and touched can afford to wait. Truth wins the
battle at last. .

I am an old soldier in the spiritual field, and have
smelt the powder of ridicule and contempt—to say

nothing of incredulity—so often, that these missiles have

lost their effect upon me. But indeed, under the pre-
sent aspect of affairs, there is, in avowing the conviction,
little to risk, and no excuse for faint-heartedness. In
England, men of scientific eminence— William Crookes,
and C. F. Varley, both Fellows of the Royal Society,

Alfred Wallace, who shares with Darwin the honour of

promulgating the great principle of natural selection—
such men as these have already been pioneers in this
special field of inquiry, and have quite recently recorded
their conviction that thephenomena of materialization are
genuine. The advance we have made beyond their ex-
perience is but one of degree, such as, in the progress of
all phenomenal experiments, is to be expected. I have
seen, during a single sitting of an hour and a half, three
separate forms, completely materialized, walk out from
the cabinet to within a foot or two of where 1 sat, have
touched all three, have conversed with all three; and
this has occurred in the light, without any one in the
cabinet, both mediums sitting beside me. Again, I have
witnessed on six different occasions, the levitation (that
is, floating in the air) of a materialized form. So far as
I have followed the English rccord, this goes beyond
anything there set forth. But in the main, our expe-
rience on this side is but the counterpart of theirs. Nor
do I believe that we could have succeeded as we have,
had not the way been prepared for us by them. The

Annie Morgan, better known as “ Katie King,” who ap-

peared to us is, I think, without all peradventure, the

same spirit that has acquired, during three years, ex-

perience with Florence Cook as medium, the skill—if I
may use the earthly expression—which enables her to
present herself in veritable human guise, as a messenger
confirming to man the realitity of another world. .

~ How far the beautiful form and features with which
“ Katie” is invested, here in Philadelphia, resemble or
do not resemble those under which she appeared to her
London friends, we have no means ot judging, the Eng-

lish photograph not having yet reached us, and no one
{ who saw her at Florence Cook’s having visited our

seances. Nor can the question of identity be so de-
cided ; the mediums from whom a necessary portion of

the elements to materialize are undoubtedly derived, .

here and there, being “entirely different.  This question

must be determined by internal evidence; and I have

found that evidence to be overwhelmingly in favour of
the identity I have assumed. D

"X consider the communication you have been fortunat®

enough to obtain, by impression, from “Katie,” touching

the moral and intellectual condition of spirits who take

upon themselves earthly investure, as an item in corro-

boration, besides being a most valuable and suggestive

addition to spiritual literature. There is also the narra- -
tive of her life, as imparted to you; bearing similar evi-

dence of substantial truth.

"I cannot give the details of my »’»e’xpéri'encezduring

twenty sittings, and of the evidence 1 have obtained

touching “Katie’s’” identity in a letter. Life and health =
‘permitting, these shall find a place in a work which I
propose still to write, perhaps under the title of * Phe-
nomenal proof of a Better Life to Come.” PR
If now 1 am asked where all this is to end; what is to
come of it, in case familiar converse with visitors from
another world shall continue to be permitted here,I

reply, that that is not our affair. 'We have to deal, for

the present, with facts, not with results from facts. We
are not the governors of this world, and need not trouble -
ourselves with predictions looking ‘to the ultimate con-

sequences of natural phenomena. Cosmical order has

never, so far, been disarranged by any new class of




‘of the Venus of
- more nearly resemble those of that noble statue than
- they do the lineaments and looks of Florence Cook, or

B

- ignorant of language an

the reproach of, “Oh, ye of little faith.”
. Faithfully yours, | .
- . ~ Roserr Date Ower.
To Hewpy T. Camp, MD. |
Philadelphis, Penn., July 1st, 1874.

Postscript, 8rd July.—Since writing the above I have
seen one of the London photographs of # Katie,” taken
by the magnesium light. It corresponds to what we
have heard of the striking likeness between her and her
medium. The resemblance to the photograph of Miss

- Qook, with which I have compared it, is unmistakable.

But neither in features, nor yet more especially in ex-
giession, does it resemble the “ Katie” whom I have met
daily for four weeks past—the forehead only correspond-
ing, The face of the London “ Katie,” smiling as she
looks down at an old gentleman, suggest the adjectives,
pretty and interesting. The face of “ Katie” is classic

1n its regularity. Earnestness, with a passing touch of-

weariness, is its habitual expression ; and even its smile,
though bright, has an occasional dash of sadness in it.
One thinks of it as strikingly handsome, as full of cha-
racter, as intellectual, and withal as singularly attractive
—but one would never term it pretty. The nose is

- straight, not aquiline, as in the London hotograph, and

the large eyes are rather dark, and bluish gray in colour.
The face is perhag;a trifle wider in proportion than that

ilo, but both features and expression

the spirit materialized through her mediumship, so far

a8, from the photographs, one can judge of either.
. NARRATIVE OF KATIE KING, GIVEN THROUGH THE

© 'MEDIUMSHIP OF HENRY T. CHILD, M, D, OF
- PHILADELPHIA, PENN,, JUNE 5. 1874.

My Dear Friend and Brother,—I should be Very sorry

if you inferred from the manner in which I appear and

“ :Heak to you and other friends, when I am materialized,

at that is a criterion of my present condition, and

o that. the rude and trifing manner in which I express
- myself on these occasions is a real reflection of my in-
- terior state. I desire to impress your mind so that you

may present to the world the fact that spirits, either in

tent, subject to the influences of the material elements
with which they are clothed; and if I could have you

-spend a little time with me, in an appreciative manner,
‘In my interior home in spirit-land, you would not know

me as the same “ Katie ” that calls you all “stupid,” and

. uses expressions which are often quite repulsive to my | J
-1nner consciousness. The laws of spiritual manifesta-

tion are absolute, and whenever a spirit approaches a

‘medium it must be more or less materialized—first, in

order to come into the atmosphere of the earth, and then.

- into that of the medium—and, if it presents itself in
form, it is obliged, under a law, to appear as nearly as

- maybeas it was when it passed from the earth. Thus a
- child of earth, though grown to maturity in spirit-life,

- returns as a child. Deformed persons present their de-

formities with precision.  Spirits retain not only the re-
collection of their earthly conditions and appearances,

~ but also the power of assuming them in spirit-life when-
‘ever it is desirable. - | o ,

- You will see the importance of this povéef of main-

taining, or recurring to the primitive conditions of

- spirit-life, at least for a time, and until all those to whom
- a recognition is necessary shall have passed into that
- state ; and this power is retained so as to be easily exer-
- cised, until after all who are living on the earth at the

- time a spirit enters this world shall have passed on, so
- that a new-born spirit cannot fail to recognize its friends |
- and relations. I am requested to say to you that all |
spirits, when they return to earth, whether they commu-

- - micate or not, are absolutely subject to this law. They
- must assume the conditions they had when they left the

earthly form, although they may bring to the earth many
thougﬁts and ideas which they have acquired in the in-

s tex.'ior life; but even these are somewbat modified b
- being presented through the necessary conditions whic
- surround them at the time ; for instance, scholars from

the spirit-land, spea,kinf through, mediums who are

. v

truths ; and if we foar that it ever wﬂl be, we shall meri‘t,

‘portant one in this great work, and my relations to him,

the rules of grammar, may be

compelled to use the incorrect expression of the medium,

It is & truth that “the spirits of the prophets are subject
to the prophets,” and every spiritual communication
that has ever been given has been more or less modified
by the channel through which it has passed, as well as

| by the essential materialistic conditions which spirits

may have been compelled to assume when they came
into the earth’s utmosphere and into rapport with the
mediume, - .
‘There is a very important lesson here, my brother,
which will find an illustration in the earth experiences
of most persons. The mission of the spirit in its earth-
life is to realize the character, conditions, and laws of
matter, and to do this fully, it is obliged to become ma-
terialized, and to express itself, as best it can, through
matter. | o
'All human life is an expression of the feelings and de-
sires of the spirit, given tﬁreugh and modified by matter. -
The soul of the drunkard speaks through an intoxicated
body, and though it may know much better than it can
act or express itself, it is scarcely conscious of the fact
that it is the slave of it§ surroundings. All the rude-
ness, imperfection and crime ‘that mark the career of
man on earth, may be set down to the mixed influence
of matter and spirit, doing justice to neither of them.
The ancient idea that matter is evil, and the relationship
of the spirit to it is & curse, arises from this fact. We
could present thousands of illustrations of this in human
experiences. You often see it clearly in the circles
which meet for the reception of spiritual manifestations;
one individual may, by improper conditions, not only-
interfere with the manifestations which would come
to him, but with those for the whole circle, so that all are
losers thereby. ' o
All througﬁ human life the thoughtful mind will per-
ceive illustrations of this important truth, which are
calculated to teach lessons of charity and forbearance. .
You should remember that as “out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh,” so out of the conditions
of life all expressions must come, and be modified
thereby. Before referring to my experience which I, in
common with most spirits, desire to have presented to

‘the world, I will answer a question which has frequently

or out of the form, as you call it, are, to a very great ex- | been put to me, and which I see in the minds of many

that have never uttered it. Why do the spirits who
have been in the spirit-world a long time, desire, or even
submit to come into the material conditions of earth, in
which they are liable to suffer, and are so generally mis-
understood ? I answer for myself. Nearly two hundred

rears of earth’s time, as the record will show, have

‘passed down the stream of life since Ilanded upon these
peaceful and beautiful shores, and during that period I

have spent much of my time among those who were pro-
ducing physical manifestations from the spiritual plane.
My father’s mission, as you are well aware, i8 a very im-

which he has so kindly expressed through you, have had
a very considerable influence in keeping me at this,
which might seem to be rather an uncongenial labour ;

‘but it is not, because the results are very satisfactory,
“and bring to our minds peace and rest.
‘materialized, as you are well aware, very often, because
1 T can not only bear it better than most others, but I can

submit to be

do more for our spirit friends and for humanity, and

‘therefore I am not dissatisfied with the labours which I ~
am performing, although at times there are discordant
‘conditions which cause us temporary regrets, yet they

“always illustrate and confirm important laws, and often

are the very best lessons one can have,

THE “ENERGETIC CIRCLE,” SANDHURST.
ToE readers of the Harbinger of Light will have kfiiezid,~ |
with interest the reports published from time to time
of the grOgress of the Energetic Circle at Sandhurst,
which,

so much attention in England at the present time.
Favored by an invitation from the Chdirman, endorsed
by the spirit guides of the circle, we proceeded to Sand-
hurst on the 80th of August, to avail ourselves of the

opportunity of being present at an ordinary meeting of

!

y its energy and perseverance, is developing R
some of the wonderful phenomena which is attracting



the circle meets is on an upper floor in one of the prin.
cipal streets of the city. It is an oblong, about 229# 14
ft., the walls and ceiling dplmemd, and the room lofty ;
the door is st one end, and the only window at the other.
A six-foot wooden partition divides about a third of if,
making the first part of it an anteroom, At the extreme
end of the longer apartment is a cabinet organ, upon
‘which a lady member of the cirele performed some excel-
~ lent music whilst the circle were assembling. The mem-
bers of the circle sat in chairs, arranged in sn oval, and
occupgn;g the entire length of the room, the cheir at one
spex amg occupied by the lady musician, and that at
ho other by the chairman. Besides the members of the
circle, numbering fifteen, there were present eight
visitors, all from Melbourne, viz. :—Mr. BE—-—- (2 gen-
tleman holding & prominent public position in Mel-
bourne), his wife, son, and daughter; By, O~—— (the
writer of the letter signed “J. C,” which sppeared in
~our July number), and his two eldest sons, and the
writer, The visitors were seated outside the circle,
sgainst the wall of the room, extending from the organ
to near the chairman’s end of the circle, where we were
seated, All the visitors had some personal experiences,
we shall, however, confine ourselves to what we ersonally
experienced, or what came under our particular notice.
The proceedings commenced by the chairman reading
the minutes of the previous meeting, after the confirma-
tion of which a hymn was sung, with the organ accom-
paniment. - The lights having been extinguished, the
circle .],c’nne(l.l:namis‘2 and sang, “Shall we gather at the
river ? *_during which- the air became pervaded with a
- most delicious perfume, and in a few minutes & pale

- blue light appeared about the centre of the circle, and

moved about In various directions, and a voice, speakin
through the medium, was heard givin instr:icgons t%
the chairman. The circle again eang, when the light be-
came somewhat brighter, and the medium under control
- passed round the circle, speaking to the visitors, and
telling them to come forward promptly when directed,
After some more singing, the gruff voice of John King
was heard, dmectmg the visitors to come forward one at
a time. The medium stood in the middle of the circle,
and, as we approached, told us to put our hand on his
shoulder, and put our face near the light (which was
floating before him). Immediately behind the light
there appesred a small female face and neck, the head
covered with a gauze-like drapery. The light was moved
up and down before the face to enable us to see it more

 distinetly, and emitted a perfume similar to that we had

observe earlier in the evening. On Mrs. M—— ap-
Broachmg it we heard the sound of a kiss, and were told
- by her that the spirit had kissed her. Whilst this mani-
festation was*taking place, the lady medium was in the
anteroom, and a chair placed before the entrance to pre-
vent her ingress, After the disappearance of the Bpirit

form she entered the room, and passing round the circle |

came to the visitors, patting them and making passes

over their heads. ’l‘akinﬁi our two hands in hers, she

- placed them on & head, which appeared to be at the front
- of her, and about four feet from the floor. We drew our

hands slowly down over the face (which, though rather

- cool, was lifelike), and then down the drapery with
wlncl.; 1t was surrounded. There appeared to be no body
to this head, the gauze or muslin terminating at a point

about one foot below the neck. Taking our han , the

medium raised us from our seat, and placing the left
hand on her own face, she took the right and placed it
upon another face, apparently in a recumbent position at
the front of her.
and we could distinctly feel the breath as our hand
passed over the mouth. Our attention was next at-
tracted to the light, which was moving rapidly about the
Toom, now rising near the ceiling, then descending to
the floor, it became stationary near the lower end of the
circle, and Mrs, M—— was directed to watch it, when it
assumed the form of various letters, which spelled out

the name of her spirit daughter, who was present ; then

showing the whole name in luminous letters (this latter
we did not see). The lady medium, still under control,
came to us again, and
left hand of the gentleman sitting next to us, she placed
- them both on her head, the other two hands were then

i .

is face was warmer than the last,

king our right hand, and the

placed on the head of & ug?t form befors her. Thebair
on this head appeared to be curly, and covered with thin
muslin, Again she took our right hand and placed iton
snother head. The shoulders and bust in this case were
palpable, thou%h the lower portions of the body were not
60. Very little of note occurred after this, Jobhn King
informed the chairman that he would appear to them in
form in nine weeks if they observed the conditions.
Katie and John King, through the mediums, wished
the circle and friends good-night; and, after some more

music, the circle dispersed.

THE SANDHURST LYCEUM.

Bzive in Sandhurst on Su-;xE;y, 80th August, we availed

ourselves of the opportunity to visit the local Lyceum,
held at the Rifles’ Orderly Room, View Point. The
weather was particularly unpropitious, being wet and
squally, and we expected a very smell attendance. We
had, however, miscalculated the zeal of the Sandhurst
youth, for by the time appointed for the commencement
of the session more than three-fourths of the whole roll
of the Lyceum had g;xt in an appearance. A few minutes
after 11, Mr. Martell, the conductor, called the Lyceum
to order, and gave out a song from Davis’s Lyceum
Manual, which was very creditably sung by the children.

This was followed by the Golden Chain recitation, the

responses to which were given in excellent time. Next,
the calisthenic exercises. These, we believe, have onl
recently been introduced, and, considering the limite
ractice the children have had, were creditably per-
ormed. After another song, with harmonium accom.
paniment, the conductor called for a question to be
suggested. Several were proposed, the one selected
being “ Which is the best way to be happy,” which was
written on a piece of paper, and sent to the several
groups. The answers were given by the little ones to
their leaders, who wrote them on the slip, under the
question. In about ten minutes it was announced that
all the answers were recorded, and they were read out
by the conductor to the Lyceum as follows:—1. To be
good to our parents and love God. 2. To do our best
always. 3. To be good. 4. To do good and obey our
parents. 5. To be good and kind to everyone. 6. To
speak the truth. 7. Love acd obedience to God. 8.
o obey Nature’s laws, and be kind to all things. Three

of the officers form a committee to decide upon the best

answers, and they gave the palm to No. 8: “To obey

Nature’s laws, and be kind to all things.” There was
some difficulty in deciding which should stand second,
but No. 6, “ To speak the truth,” was approved, because
it was considered that he who spoke the truth would do
all that was suggested in the other answers. Some well -

selected poetical recitations were given by the children,
and after another song, the Lyceum marched out in
double file, to the music of the harmonium,and the
session closed. From information furnished us by the
conductor, we find that the first session of the Lyceum
was held on the 10th of May last, with an attendance of

twenty-six children, which formed three groups. There

‘are now sixty-seven members on the roll, divided into
seven groups. All the officers of the Lyceum, and most
of the children, subscribe to a pledge of total abstinence
from alcoholic beverages and narcotic preparations. The
names of the officers and leaders are— |

Conductor and Treasurer .. Mr. W, J . Martell.
Asgistant-Conductor Mvr. Fletcher.
Gruardian and Leader Mrs. Simpson.

‘Leaders: Messrs. Quilt; ,-Ad;l'lls, Mann, & Mrs. Mann.
Other volunteers are ready to take office when required.
The Lyceum is supported by voluntary contributions

from visitors and children. The regalia and parapher-
nalia is as yet incomplete, but will be procured as soon
a8 funds admit. Meesrs. Finster and Kennedy, though

not directly connected with the Lyceum, have given
their services as musicians, and several books have been
given by friends for the best answers to questions. The

Secretary enters the latter in a book kept for the purpose,

and the concise yet comprehensive definitions givenin

many instances by the little folks are very interesﬁn% |
wit

.All connected with the Lyceum a,gpear to work
earnestness and in harmony, whic

increasing good results in the future.
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Mz, an;mmwmuan’s sermon is snother illustration

of the great “mind movement” going on both within
and without the Churches, The sentiments it contains
are puch as could not be objected to, even by members
of the Anglican or any Christian Church, but his doc-
trine is in & theological sense unsound. Hie fault is

- that he has spoken too plainly and honestly his views on.

matters aﬁ‘eci:m% the dogmas of the Church, and this has
brought upon him the censure and prohibition of the
Dean. ad he allowed policy to control principle, he
might, by the avoidance of a few words, have delivered
his sermon without fear of censure. But it is evident
from the tone and style of the matter that it was written
without fear or consideration of personal consequences
‘upon the writer, but as a spontaneous expression of his
~ views in relation to the so-called Christianity of the day.
He sees and feels that what is now called Christianity
bears little resemblance to the religion of the founder,

and realizes the necessity of a resuscitation of true

Christianity, as exemplified in the life and teachings. of
Jesus, to meet the urgent demands of the time.
- In a preface justifying his sermon, Mr. Fetherston-
- baugh says:— | -
%At my ordination I made the solemn declaration that ¢I feel

moved by the Holy Ghost to take on myself the ministry of the
- Word.! That ordination was merely the human ratification of

- . that higher call to which I had long previously responded by con-

- - secrating my life to the service of my fellow-men. As & minister
X shall work while God gives me life. If T am debarred from
preaching in temples built of stones, I know that God dwelleth
~ not in temples made with hands, and that the work of a minister
and follower of Christ is to build up living stones, and lies not
- in churches, but - in the hearts and minds of his fellow-men—to

~ them I shall humbly, and, I trust, faithfully, minister to the

. death, after the example of Him who came not to be ministered
- to, but to minister to others.” - V ;

~ May his example be followed by the 1!19;11{1 in the
churches who think as he does, but as yet lack the moral

“courage to give public utterance to their opinions. The
- sermon and preface are worthy of a fuller notice, which
- want of space alone prevents our according it.

~ PICTURES UPON WINDOW PANES

* REcENT notice has been attracted in many parts of the

~world, notably on the Continent of Europe, and in
- America, to what is generally supposed to be a compara-
- tively new phase of Spirit a.ni,&station. - Our readers
will recall the article in the August number of the
Harbinger of Light, page 673, on “ Window Pane
~ Spectres,” by Hudson Tuttle, as presenting some
- interesting experiences. Pictures, usually represent-

ing faces, sometimes of persons who are still living

‘and are easily recognised, sometimes of unknown in-

- dividuals, have appeared on windows, without any visible |

* .agency assisting in their production. This has been

~done, too,in such a manner as to preclude the pos-

- ibility of trick on the part of those who might be sup-
~ posed to seek a little amusement for themselves by play-

1ng on the credulity of their friends. For instance, the

~ face has at times appeared very faintly and with varying
distinctness, appearing and fading, and only settling into

- a distinet image after having been closely watched for
-some days. In other cases the appearance has not been
so much that of a picture drawn upon glass,as the exact
 representation of a person on the other side of the win-
- dow, looking in through the glass. On raising the win-

- dow the whole thing has disappeared both from the glass
- " ‘and from before the beholder’s face. These apparitions

- have frequently occurred at a considerable height from
~ the ground, in inaccessable windows, and under circum-
- stances which separate them from all probable connec-

" tion with persons already known as Spiritualists or as

- in variety within the last' fow years, and are to be met

" known.

with now in places where they were formerly quite un- |

- The first case of which we have any personal know-
ledge, was brought to our notice fully twenty years ago.

. %aQpr Father :” A Sermon preached in Melbourne on Sunday
July 26th, 1874, By Cuthbert Fetherstonhaugh, S, Mullen,

- “Melbourne,

They have much increased in frequency and

gg;sfed to be copnected with

t time hardly recognised as anything
more than an obscure superstition. It was narrated ass
fact known to several of the persons present, and within
the power of all there to verify, however much it might
bafile explanation. SR o 5

* It occurred in a large, well-built old-fashioned house, -
in one of the busiest parts of a populous, commercis
city. Formerly the house had been used as a family re-
sidence, but cha,n%:as of fashion and the growth of the
business parts of the town, had so altered the neighbour-
hood that it was no longer used for anything but
countinghouses and warehouses. The only persons who
resided on the premises were the family who had care of
the building, and they were the first who saw the appa-
rition. Subsequently, however, it was seen by numbers
of persons, at very different hours, and by no means
always at the same window. In this last particular it
differed from any similar manifestation we have been
able to hear of. It was a pale, sad, wan-looking woman,
with & sort of dark blue hood drawn over the head, so
as to conceal the head and shoulders,and everything but
the features of the face, which were entirely unfamiliar
to any one of the numbers who saw it, while its history
and the object of its visits remained to the last unex-
plained. Had no similar manifestation ever occurred in
the experience of others, we should have hesitated to
mention it to our readers as an example of spirit-power ;
but confirmed as it is by many parallel cases, in many
widely-separated parts of the world—occurring to people
who have no communiecation together, we think the sub-
ject becomes worthy of the attention of investiia ors,
and add our mite of experience to the general stock. In

Tt was not in sy way su

some respects, in particular, this class of phenomena
does not seem to accord with the usual laws of spirit-

manifestation. - As yet they seem to occur independent
of the presence of any known medium, a remarkable ex-
ception to all we yet know of the power of spirits to pro.
duce manifestation, The subject is, however, too new,

| and has been too much merely wondered at, and too

little really examined into, to admit of our framing any

hypothesis concerning it, other than that it seems likely

that our spirit-friends and watchers are seeking to oﬁe’n |
eir

| up yet one more way of making their presence and t

powers known to us. If thisis so, it will be well that

‘we should co-operate with them carefully and wisely ; if
it should prove to be a deceit, whether it comes from

among spirits or from among men, it cannot be too
quickly or too thoroughly exposed. o

A NEW AND INTERESTING MANIFESTATION
| "~ OF SPIRIT POWER. N
Lasr Sunday my wife,

W ———— 4

Mrs. Julia M, Carpenter, being

on a visit to our friends, Mr. and Mrs:. O. H. Swain,
Lynn, Mass,, a circle was improvised in the -evening

quite unexpectedly, composed of a few friends invited in,

‘making in all some dozen persons, during which one

thing happened somewhat out of the usual line of mani-
festations, which I presume will prove interesting to

-your numerous readers. After the circle was formed in

the usual manner, the first thing that happened after the

‘medium, Mrs. C., was influenced, was, a sprig of spear-

mint was placed in her hand, fresh and very fragrant,
which the spirits had brought from some place unknown,
I ought to mention here that the room was sufficiently
light to make everything in it perfectly visible. -
After the spearmint was brought, the medium became
wholly entranced, and her spirit-guide, Dr. Brown, said-:
“We are going to make some medicine for a lady that
is sick”—a Mrs. Taylor, sitting in the circle—" and the -
conditions are 8o very favorable, we think we can
materialize it so it can be seen.” Then the medium
moved about within the circle, making passes, and ap-
parently gathering something from the atmosphere,
~ The spirits then called for singing, and the medium
apgroazching & gentleman, Mr, Winchester by name, -
agked him to hold his hands one above the other, about
a foot apart, when she, placing her hands between his

 and rubbing them together a moment, drop_pe’d into his

hand beneath hers a pill about half the size of a pea,
She continued this process until the gentleman’s hand

!
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+ + more quickened, and we cou
beauty and glory of the Spirit-land. 'We could better |

making of the pills was géing ‘on, & strong smell of
medicine pervaded the room. At first the pills were soft
and plastic, but afterwards became hard. The lady for

- whom they were intended was directed to take one each
- ‘morning.  'Whether she will be cured or not remsins to

be seen. -

The fact that the pills were made in the manner that
I have stated is certain, and will be testified to by all the
persons present, whose names will be furnished to any

‘one. who desires -to investigate this matter further. I

think this is about the only case on record where
materiglization of a solid substance has been made, and

the thing materialized remain intact. The pills are |
-evidently possessed of great medicinal qualities, as they }

are very pungent both to the smell and taste. In view
of this fact—what next ? |

A. E. CARPENTER.

INFLUENCE.

TR

‘,~j‘,~';WEfthrow off our magnetism all around us, carrying

with us.our own atmosphere. According to the con-

 dition of our minds, our influence imbues the house in
- which we live. Very sensitive persons can feel this
. quite distinctly. On entering a room, they know, by

the impressions they receive, whether the persons there

- living are good or bad. A person being in the habit of

g:ing every day, at a certain hour, into a closet to pray,
ew such heavenly .influences around him, that the
‘whole closet was filled with them ; and others, on entez-
ing that little room, felt such divine sensations, that they

- dropped involuntarily on their knees, and prayed fer-

vently. . A virtuous man, not knowing what had trans-
pired in a certain room, inhabited by vicious people, on
entering, felt directly a very disgusting and oppressive

- feeling—a shudder of horror shook his whole frame.

And why ? The magnetism of these wicked people was

left in the room, and the virtuous man felt it. We

‘cannot set our feet upon the ground without leaving an

_impression, & part of our magnetism behind us. We

must be very careful with whom we associate, because
we are drawn into their magnetic atmosphere, and
absorb their peculiarities. Many persons, without

knowing the cause, have adopted the habits of others, by
- exposing’ themselves carelessly to their magnetic in-

fluence. - If two persons meet, doth being very positive,

- there will be a harmonious blending of feeling. If one

be positive and the other less so, he who has more

| ‘magnetism will impart to the one less favored, till both

are equal. But, if one is positive and the other negative,
there will be a clashing. An antagonistic feeling will

‘arise between them. This explains why, at the first

‘meeting of some persons, they feel instantaneously drawn
towards each other, or the reverse. Those who are of

- one mind; who are spiritually minded, of a refined and
‘elevated culture, feel their souls flow together as drops.

of water. But those whose desires are'of a more
earthly nature, cannot find their happiness in the inti-
mate fellowship of the pure-minded. Neither will the

last-mentioned blend with the worldly-minded, but both Spiritualisom and liberal theology.

| shillings the undersigned will forward to any part of

seek the society of like-minded persons, each living in
his or her own appropriate sphere. | o
Our Creator has so constituted the human race, tha

_ they act and react upon each other, and are dependent

upon each other for strength and support, both temporal

and spiritual. "We cannot come in contact with any one,

but our emanations impart something to him or her, and

" we in return receive. Every silent thought, as well as

the utterance of our thoughts, helps form our character.

 They work into our spiritual natures, and leave an
~enduring impression on our souls ; and the influence is
- felt, sometimes years afterward, The Angels exert their
“influence over us, more than we are aware of ; and if we

would live more spiritual lives, we would be more able
to commune with the blessed Angels, and the loved ones

. gone before, who are in close association with us.  Our

spiritual eyes would be more o&e:;)e% (ﬁr éﬂward gznseg
‘beho e rapturou

waa ﬁiledfn‘il ‘t-')f | pills, the matem.ls for ‘wlii‘ch; had b‘aﬁn'
taken from the stmosphere. Just before and while the

sppreciate the benedictions, the tender watchful este

snd_protection of our vesurrection Spirit-Guides.—

Bhaker and Shakoress,

SPIRITUAL INFLUX.

TrE laws regulating spiritual influx are but little known.
Even the spirits themselves seem by no means well in.
formed upon this subject. Explanations are frequently
offered, but these only demonstrate the fact stated
above. 'There is a growing desire, however, to know
more, which is hopeful ; and many experiments are being
wade tending to throw light upon it. One thing is cer- -
tain, clearly led up to by the known principles of philo.
sophy and science, and” confirmed by the general expe-
rience of circles all over the world, viz. :—That influx
from the spiritual world is unmiversal, and the various
productions of mind, and the phenomena of the sensible
or natural world are direct outbirths from that mighty
theatre of causation, lying just out of sight, yet imme.
diately contiguous to our own—the plane of effects. We
extract, apropos of this thought, an interesting account
of the origin of Longfellow's “ Psalm of Life.” The
scene is & bright summer morning in 1838, as the poet -
sat between two windows at the small table in the corner
of his chamber, in Cambridge. The poem was a voice
from his inmost heart, and he kept it some time in
manuscript, unwilling to part with it. It expressed his
own feelings at that time, when he was rallying from the

depression of a deep affliction, and he hid the poem in

his own heart for many months. He was accused of
taking the stanza, “ Art is long, and time is fleeting,”

from Bishop’s poem, but I happen to know that was
not in his mind, and that the thought came to him with
as much freshness and originality as if nothing had been
written before. ¢ There is a reaper whose name is

Death,” crystallized at once, without an effort, in his
mind, and ﬁe wrote it rapidly down, his eyes filling with
tears as he composed it. “The Light of the Stars” was

composed as the poet looked on a calm and beautiful
summer evening, exactly suggestive of the poem. The
moon, a little strip of silver, was just setting behind
Mount Auburn, and Mars was blazing in the south,
That fine ballad, “The wreck of the Hesperus,” was
written in 1842. A violent storm had occurred the
night before. As he sat smoking his pipe about mid-
night by the fire, the wrecked Hesperus came sailin

into his mind. He wentto bed, but the poem had seize

him, and he could not sleep. He arose, and followed the
promptings of his inepiration, and that thrilling and
beautiful ballad is the result. It did not'come into his
mind by lines, but by whole stanzas, hardly causing him

‘an effort, flowing without let or hindrance. “ The clock |

was striking three,” he said, “ when I finished the last -

stanza.” | S SRR
~ JAMES F. FIELDS.
Advertisements. ‘

PIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS. — Just Received, a
D variety of French and English Spirit Photo-
graphs. Price, 1/6 each. W. H. Terzy, 96 Russell-st. .

To persons desirous of 'sp’reading a _knqwged%eﬁof
Un recelp 0 ve

Victoria One Hundred Tracts, Pamphlets, and Papers

on Spiritualism and Free Thought, adapted for circula-

tion among all classes of society. R
~ W. H TERRY, 96 Russell Street.

FREE THOUGHT WORKS BY ADVANCED THINKERS,
“Where are the Dead ? or, Spiritualism Explained.”

s &

An account of the astounding phenomena of Spiritual-

ism, affording positive proof, by undeniable facts, that

those we Mourn as Dead are Still Alive, and can com-
municate with us; that 8piritualism is sanctioned by
Scripture, and consistent with science and common.
gense. With specimens of Communications Bgcelved,
Extracts from its Literature, Advice to Investigators,
Addresses of Mediums, and all useful information. By
Fritz. Second edition.. Price, 3/6. IR
W. H. TERRY, 96 Russell-street, Melbourne. -
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WING MAOHINE COMPANY
Manufacturers’ Omial Returns of Ssles for 1878,

These Returns show the eales of the SINGER to have reached
the enormous sum of 282,444 MACHINERS, as against the

sum of 116,180 Wheeler and Wilson Maehines. leaving & Balsnce

of 118,264 MACHINES IN FAVOR OF THE SIMOEB.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian
im rts of the BINGER for 1878, to be 2471 CABES, VALUR .

vmmzsinexmofthexmmrtaofthew.andW.Eachinel.

ublic estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining
a liv ood was demonstrated by the late Chisage Fire Sufferere.
The Machines were the free gift of the oommim end eachappli- ‘

- cant allowed to select the machine Mw&
Note THE REsvLt : Of thoss o the BINGER OOMPANY

SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wileon. 285 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover

‘and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Qibbs, 20— New York Diapntch.” '

BTANFOB‘D & €0, Comner Bourke and Russell Smeta,
Colonial Agente for the Singer Company. ' ,
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GRAPHE tRS8 AND AR TISTS,

O . . |

O (BerABLISHED 1854), o
Execnte eommmsxons in all styles of Portraiture=—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderste Terms Specmena a.t address, -

@Al COLIL.INS

: Sydney .
Exhibition
md“l' 1873,

SUCOESS THE INDEX OF MERIT.
©  PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

OHN ROSIHR.
B@@?

 His Eaoolle ;SirF.Bom,e‘o.uc.
46 8 ITBTON 8‘!.‘” BT, MELBO
}Same sxdeas, and short diMee Erom the Town Hall,

By ELEG?REE
TELEBRAPH,

The Wesr ENnD oOF
LoNpoN IN MgL-
 BOURNE, [ Telegram)
Sydney, May 2, 1873.

To Mr. John Rosier

- J. G, KNIGHT,

of the * Canterbury B ¢, the Instant
” mmmeenr%.m ’degm&ea 3

The * IRSTANTER"” is put on more instantaneously than the
ded for, 8o indispensible for health in warm climates.

Emumwa” is scaentxﬁcany constiucted to sugment the

hexght of the wearer, and impart a graeeiul appesmnce to the

etrical arch to e mst% |

e INSTANTER and ELEVATEUR are eqnally suitable for~

SIER'S MANUFACTURES a.re now §0 permanently appre;x

. ated for their combination of

"ELEGANCE, EXCELLENCE, AND ECONOMY, ‘

. thronghont AUSTRALASIA and the INDIES, ss to require no

detailed enumeration of their respective merits, ,
_ gpmoiALTY :—ROSIER'S PRIZE SHOOTING BOOTS

in any quarter of the Globe,

EveEry MAIL,

e Lasta Modelled to suit the Anatomical 7o uirements of each foot |

~ under the immediate su the Proprietor.

L ~ OBSERVE: 46 SWANSIO STREET, between Garton's and]

~ Rainbow Hotels,
KEAB TOWN HALL, BAME SIDE,

ADIES &t Business may improve in Anthmetxc
; EVENING C‘LASS ,

Writi , &
STRE ET EAST,

Opp:mte the Orown Law Oﬁce. ,

according |

rdinary elastic-side boots, besides which a sustained ventilation |

Bonth.lmbome. R

Q’E‘REET E&@T

txnnn ‘non.x'.' S munom.en. «,

. MAYALL & SONS

| NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT STUDIO,
Eég?é | ARCADR.

“Messrs MAYALL beg leave to announce the Openin of their
New Branch Establishment at the EASTERN ARCADE, built

ressly, from their designs, by Mesers, Crawford and Packham, A

- exp!
and, beyond doubt, the finest in the Southern Hemmphere The

magnificent Studio is unusually lofty and spacious, being 44 feet
in length ; facing nearly south, thesun’s raysareexcluded, which

I keeps the place cool, a great desiderstum in these warm latitndes,

and one that has been to & great extent lost sight of. The Recep-
tion Room, or Picture Gallery, is lighted exclusively from a sky-
light, admitted to be best for showing pictures, Messrs, Craw-

| ford and Packham, with great liberality, having adopted Messrs,
Mayall’s plans in their entirety, the result is one of the finest and
| most efficient Studios ever built, The Public are most respect-

fully invited to inspect their Ia.rge collectlon of Specnnens at
exther establishment.

MAYALL & SONS, Photographm, o

224 & 326 Regent Street, London; 80 & 01 mgv.
Boad, Brighton; |

m', EASTERN ARCADE,
MELBOURNE

VIGTOBIAN ASSOOIATIGE OP PROGBmSNE-
SPIRITUALISTS

UNDAY EVENING SERVICES at the Masomc

J Hall, Lonsdale Street, (opposxte the Hospltal)

Commenclng at 7 pam.
The Progresmve Lyceum meets 8s above at 11 a..m.'

| Visitors admitted by mtroduchon of any of the Oﬁcers,

) luving bi#n thoroughly tested dnnng the past Shooting season |
~ are now pronounced to be
- PARISIAK, Lomx, AND NEW YORK, FASHIONS BY Annmm OF

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTOBIAN EX.PONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND f
- FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Coimtry 5/6

Sﬁbscmptxons date from September to August

106 Blissbeth Street, Melbourne

Pﬂntod BPnthon&Co , &6 thefr C
rr bvhimatnnwllm -

mrmpum W, .Termandpnb

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/- R i






