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As wo glance over the many peculiarities of Spiritual­
ism, it seems to bo so various, so multiform in its mani­
festations as to defy classification ; but a closer and 
steadier gaze shows it always undor a twofold aspect, the 
scientific or the reb'gious. To some minds it is either 
the one or tho other of these, according to their own in­
dividual bias; but none can apprehend it truly or judgo 
it justly who are not able to viow it under both those 
aspects. He to whom it  is only a science can never 
justly estimato its value to the human heart, its power 
to soothe and to ennoble, to make men calm in trial, 
patient in grief, and brave in danger. Such a one is not 
to be trusted as a prophet of its future influence in the 
elevation of the human race, and should not pretend to 
judge of its worth to the suffering units of humanity. 
Least of all should he be expected to answer the cui 
iono question, so often asked. Equally one-sided and 
incomplete is he to whom it is but a religion, as blindly 
accepted and as superstitiously followed as if  it claimed 
infallible authority. Alas for such a one! He can 
never taste its full sweetness nor enter into its full free­
dom. There are many such, too. Unfortunately, in the 
present general low state of mental training, there are 
very many whose faculties are so imperfectly developed 
as to allow them free play only on the emotional side of 
their nature. “ Blind leaders of the blind, shall they no* 
both fall into the ditch ?” The superstition to which 
Spiritualism is degraded by such minds is not many 
shades better than the superstitions of byegone ages. 
This state, however, is happily only the result of incom­
pleteness of education, and is never proper or essential 
to • the individual. Its  cure lies in the more accurate 
character and wider diffusion of knowledge. Given

that, and there is no fear that Spiritualism will degene­
rate into a superstition; without it there would be grave 
ground for apprehension. Injuriously as this lack of 
intellectual development is affecting many of us at the 
present time, it is, we are firmly persuaded, a lesser and 
more curable evil than the utter absence of power to ap­
prehend and duly value the religious element of Spiritu­
alism. This latter defect, however, probably injures the 
individual himself alono, while believers at large, and the 
cause in general, reap nothing but benefit from every 
scientific mind that goes thoroughly into the matter: 
All honor to the men of science who are brave enough 
to enter on this tabu subject, and having entered on it 
are true enough faithfully to report the result of their 
investigations. Many a learned man, and not a few 
loaruod bodies, have taken it up, pursued it closely for 
some time, then quietly, almost stealthily, laid it aside, 
and when pressed for an opinion, have declined to pub­
lish any. Evidently tho courage to wear the crown of 
martyrdom, to bear. unmoved the bootings of the crowd 
and the scorn of equals, does not always accompany the 
power to investigate scientific truth. I f  it  did, no doubt 
the facts of Spiritualism would be sooner classified, co­
ordinated and arranged in scientific form. As it is, with 
each scientific man who attempts it, paying the penalty 
of his temerity by personal obloquy, the work must 
necessarily be done more slowly, but not therefore less 
fully or less completely in the end. The harvest is, indeed, 
a wide one that lies before these few reapers, and urgently 
it needs their labour. Before we can know the full practi­
cal value of Spiritualism in our life uponearth, allits seem­
ingly varying facts must be proved and re-proved, under 
a thousand different circumstances, in order that we may 
learn and master the laws that govern the intricacies 
and apparent caprices of spirit manifestation, and the 
personal peculiarities of mediumship. Over and over 
again must the same class of phenomena, with their ac­
companying incidents, be carefully recorded and exam­
ined. Over and over again must we meet with failure 
disappointment, and error, before we can build the fair 
temple of Spiritualism into an edifice in which all the 
world can worship, y Thus only has any science ever 
grown from infancy to a noble maturity. Along this 
path is still toiling the kindred science, of electricity
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Thus only grow the young giant, Geology. Still more 
slowly was raised the beautiful form of Astronomy. To 
bring our knowledge of Spiritualism to anything like the 
perfection that wo can imagine for it—and where is the 
science that has not far outstripped all imaginable per­
fection—is the work of long and patient years. The 
work as yet done in this vast field is very small, and the 
workers are few. A score or so of names would cover 
those who aro actually engaged in systematising our 
knowledge of phenomena in such a manner as to lead us 
from facts up to laws. They are good men and able 
that are at the work, indeed ; and there is not the 
slightest reason to fear for the result, but we would fain 
see more engaged upon it, and a more general recogni­
tion among Spiritualists themselves of its vast import­
ance. I t  is the fashion with some oven to run down 
p hysica l manifestations, as being vastly inferior in value 
to more purely intellectual spirit communications. We 
cannot share in the prejudice, and we hoartily desire to 
see it disappear from amoDg us. No form of spirit in­
tercourse will bo barren of good that is carefully noted, 
examined, and recorded; of that which is not thus 
treated much that might be really valuable is allowed to 
perish, after serving merely to amuse, to please, or to 
instruct the first recipients. Tho great results that are 
following tho close, careful observation of men like 
Crookes and Sergeant Cox, should encourage others to 
see that this is no mistaken road to kuowledge. Wliat 
we chiefly need among us is study, careful, patient study, 
and tho widest and most varied comparison possible of 
the phenomena observed. W e earnestly call upon all 
who have leisure and opportunity to aid in this work ; 
the need is groat, far greater than is generally supposed ; 
ultimate success is sure, though reachod oftentimes 
through baffling disappointments ; and the reward is the 
developing of and the attaining to truth. We know of 
no higher incentives that can bo offered in any under­
taking.

I t  is the gift of only the few to be able to generalise, 
and to see through a mass of apparently divergent facts, 
one great underlying law. But it is the privilege of the 
many to collect, observe, and' record those facts, on 
which the greater minds may work. To the botanist, no 
plant is a weed. To the geologist, every pebble has a 
history. Only let sufficient data be collected among us, 
and there is no fear but we shall learn at last the great, 
and probably simple, laws that regulate what now seems 
shifting, uncertain or unreliable in Spirit Intercourse.

COMMUNICATION.

Dear Friends,—All the possibilities involved in the 
great cause of spiritualism cannot be brought forth in a 
day, the high motives and sublime truths which are de­
stined for the guidance and consolation of mankind re­
quire the long gestation of successive generations, yet, in 
the length of time which it has taken to work certain 
vital principles into the heart of society, you can find no 
reason for discouragement and despair. No, dear 
friends, you discern—and not the less clearly for the 
strife which has accompanied the process—an unmis­
takable. impress of superhuman origin, and the sure 
pledge of immortal duration, which you could not attach 
to effects of more rapid and more hasty development. 
What a contrast! between the shallow theories of 
orthodoxy based on the most obvious experiences of 
mankind, and the deep consciousness appealed to, the

vast question opened, and the elements of infinitv 
recognised in every conception and in every attempted 
realisation of tho grand principles of Spiritualism 
Dear friends! lovo one another, let it be your constant 
endeavor to imitate the example set you by Christ 
a spirit of self-sacrificing love, a life of surpassing 
purity and benignity, constituting one unbroken act of 
solf-8acrifice to the highest moral ends, and the trust, the 
sympathy, which it inspires might well be the principle 
of the world's redemption, it is our belief that Christ's 
was a perfect life, as perfect as mortal could be, that by 
Bolt-surrender to God he had overcome all the power of 
moral evil, and passed into a very high state of happi­
ness ; strive like Him my friends and have faith in Him 
who is tho Father of all so that you may bo brought 
under the protection and blessing of a sovereignty, which 
is raised far above all the changes of this perishable 
world, a sovereignty absolute infinite and eternal. Dear 
friends, you are approaching an era fatal to all orthodox 
pretentions, when tho human mind under the combined 
influence of reason and conscience and guided in its 
onward course by tho mingled lights of past experience 
and modern discovery, will surrender itself to tho free 
service of the spirit of love and holiness as it came from 
the lips of Jesus of Nazareth. Dear friends, good night.

H.B.
Sandhurst.

J o i t q g .

AN ODE TO TH E ALM IGHTY:

B y  D e b z h a v in , a  R u ssia n  G e n t l em a n — B oun 1763.

tThls poem lias been translated into the .Japanese, Chinese, and 
'artar language, and is  hung up— embroidered w ith gold— by 
order of the Emperor, in the temple o f  Jed do; and written on s i l k  

and suspended in the Palace of Pekin.]

O Thou Eternal One ! whoso presenco bright 
Ail space doth occupy—all motion guide ; 

Unchanged throughout  ̂Time’s all devastating flight;
Thou only God ; There is no God beside;

Being above all things ! Mighty One !
W hom  none can comprehend, a n d  none ex p lo re ;

Who fill’st existence with Th yself alone,
Embracing all—supporting—ruling o’er ;
Being whom men call Goa—an d  know  no more !

In its sublime research, Philosophy 
May measure out the ocean -deep—may count 

The sands, or the sun’s rays. But God! for Thee 
Thero is no weight nor measure; none can mount 

Up to Thy mysteries ! Reason’s brightest spark— 
Though kindled by Thy light—in vain would try 

To trace Thy counsels, infinite and dark:
And thought is lost, ere thought can soar so high— 
Even like past moments in eternity.

Thou from the primeval nothingness did’st call 
First chaos, then existence : Lord on Thee 

Eternity had its foundation :—all 
Sprung forth from Thee: of light, joy, harmony, 

Sole Origin :—all life, all beauty Thine,
Thy word created all, and doth create ;

Thy splendour fills all space with rays divine,
Thou art, and wert, and shalt be 1 glorious! great! 
Life-giving, life-sustaining Potentate.

Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround: 
Upheld by Thee, by Thee inspired with breath ; 

Thou the beginning with the end hast bound,
And beautifully mingled life and death!

As sparks mount upwards from the fiery blaze,
So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from Thee; 

And as the spangles in the sunny rays,
Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry 
Of heaven’s bright army glitters in Thy praise.

A million torches lighted by Thy harid 
Wander unweary througn the blue abyss;

They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command,
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss.

What shall we call them ? Piles of crystal light,—
A glorious company of golden streams— ■
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Lamps of celestial order, burning bright—
Suns lighting systems with their joyful beams ? 
But Thou to these are as the moon to night.

Yes ! as a drop of water in tho sea.
All this magnificence in Thee is lost:—

What are ten thousand worlds compared to Theo?
And what am 1 then ? Heaven’s numbered host, 

Though multiplied by myriads and arrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought,

Is but an atom in tho balance weighed 
Against Thy greatness—is a Cypher brought 
Against infinity ! What am I  then ?—Nought. 

Nought! But tho effluence of Thy light divine 
Pervading, worlds, hath reached my bosom, too : 

Yes! in my spirit doth Thy spirit shine,
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew.

Nought! but I  live, and on hope, pinions fly 
Eager towards Thy presence : for in Thee 

I live, and breathe, and dwell ; aspiring high 
Even to the throne of Thy divinity,
I a m , O God ! and surely Tuou m u s t  b e  !

Thou art! directing, guiding all. Thou art!
Direct my understanding, then, to Thee ;

Control my spirit—guide my wandering heart.
Though but an ntom ’midst immensity,

Still I  am something fashioned by Thy hand !
I hold a middle rank ’twist hoavon and earth,

On the last verge of mortal being stand,
Close to the realms where angels have their birth, 
Just on the boundaries of tho spirit land !

The chain of being is complete in me,
In mo is matter’s last gradation lost 

And tho next step is spirit—Deity!
I can command tho lightning, and am dust!

A monarch, and a slave! a worm, a god !
Whence came 1 here, and how ? so marvollously 

Constructed and conceived! unknown ? this clod 
Lives surely through some higher energy ?
For from itself alone it could not be!

Creator! Yes— Thy wisdom and Thy word 
Created m e . Thou source of l i f o  and good 

Thou Spirit of my spirit, and my Lord !
Thy light, Thy love, in all their plenitude,

Fill'd me with an immortal soul, to spring 
O'er the abyss of death, and bado it wear 

Tho garments of oternal day, and wing 
Its heavenly flight beyond this little sphere,
Even to its source—To Theo—its Author Theo 

0  thought ineffable ! O vision blest!
Though worthless our conceptions all of Thee,

Yet shall Thv shadowed imago fill our breast,
And waft its homage to Thy Deity.

God! thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar ;
Thus seek Thy presence—Being wiao and good 

’Midst Thy vast works, admire, oboy, adore ; .
And when tho tongue is eloquent no more,
The Soul shall spenk in love its gratitude.

A GUIDE TO SPIRITUALISM .»
Mr. Tyerman's book has como at an opportune 

period, the recent visit of Mr. Foster has aroused an 
interest in the minds of many to know something more 
of the phenomena, as well as the Philosophy of Spirit­
ualism. Few are sufficiently interested by the 
exhibition of one phase of phenomenal Spiritualism to 
go into a course of study of the subject at once, as a 
fulo they have no idea of the scope of it, and the bring- 
tng forward of bulky volumes troating the subject 
eoctionally, would intimidate them at the outset. This 
uttlo book however contains. within its covers, 
arguments, testimony, and a sufficient exposition of 
the philosophy of Spiritualism, to induce the thoughtful 
reader to pursue his investigations. The concluding 
chapters are devoted to a consideration of and answer 
t° popular objections, and instructions to investigators 
ln . the formation of Circles, &c. The book is well 
^ntten, capitally got up, and deserving of a large 
circulation.

’ A  U u i d e  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
® u b jo c t ,  a n d  a n  e x p o s i t i o n  a n d  d e f e n c e  o f  i t s  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  
t e a c h i n g s .  B y  J .  t f y o n n a n .

A SEANCE AT THE ENERGETIC CIRCLE, 
SANDHURST

Os Sunday evening, the 17th May, the above circle met 
in the usual place at seven o’clock, the hour of meeting 
being changed from half-past seven to seven during the 
winter months Although a drizly rain was falling at 
tho time, there were thirteen members present. After 
the usual voluntary on the organ, and the previous 
minutes were read and confirmed, all hands were joined 
and the light put out. “ The Lord's Prayer "  was then 
said and the circle sang “ Shall we gather at the river.” 
Mr. D. reported that his hand was passed several times 
over a large male hand, warm to the touch, and like 
natural hair on it. He also felt the wristband of the 
sleeve of a coat. He thought it was the vice-chairman's, 
but that gentleman said that his hand had been in that 
of the entranced medium all the time, and had not been 
touched by any other hand. All hands were still joined. 
Tho circle now sang “ Home of tho Angels," when Mr. 
W. reported^»! during the singing of it, his hand had 
been takeuvby a hand and placed on a face closo to the 
floor, which he thought Wasyhe lady medium's, but Mrs. 
R. yoQched that she was bqmde her all the time. Then 
thoi male medium can â .to him—the female medium 
beifla vouched for «be other side of the circle—and 
placed his ha mi upon the head and face of a female 
spirit drapedTwhich he felt so plainly that he declared 
that it was not the features of any lady in the room. 
In a little the female medium came to turn and he felt a 
precisely similar face through her. On hearing this 
report, tho chairman said he was happy to be able to 
corroborate it in every particular, and to add that he 
had not only felt the turoaned head and face, but the 
entire bust of a full-grown female spirit. To the amaze­
ment of all present, first one and then another of the 
members gave in similar reports, all present having felt 
it, except oue, and Katie King said she should feel it 
too, as they were in power tonight and the circle in 
harmony. One of the members who felt it, said he was 
not thoroughly satisfied, as it bad, in his case, been done 
so quickly. The circle then sang “ I  will arise,” and at 
the close, the lady who had not previously felt the 
materialized spirit face, now reported that she had felt 
it very plainly, and Mr. S., who doubted previously, was 
allowed to feel it also, and was, as all the circle now 
were, thoroughly satisfied of its genuineness. Katie 
King—per her medium—said “ all have felt my form 
to-night, and if any are not satisfied let them speak.” 
But all expressed tnemsolves fully satisfied, the test of 
a separate and distinct personality, apart from either of 
the two mediums, being the most complete ever given 
in this circle. All present were much pleased. John 
King said—“ One thing is alone wanted to insure com­
plete success, namely, harmony. To be as one; and 
until you are so, you will never see the spirits. I f  you 
were all as one, you might see us in one night” King 
then addressed the circle through the chairman, pointing 
out to all the necessity of attending to their instructions, 
and allowing no one to sit with them who was not in 
harmony with them. He said when any left of their 
own' accord they should not be allowed to come back, 
and no new mombers should now be allowed in, as they 
tended to lessen the influence. King continued—“ Did . 
I  not tell you long ago that you would have much to 
put up with ?" During the seance several were touched 
by spirit bands, and small lights and white cloudy 
figures were seen in various parts of the room. At one 
time, King scented, the room with the most delicious 
perfume, and cold breezes played over the faces of some 
of the members. King also levitated his medium, the 
toes of his boots touching the head of one of the sitters. 
We were then told to sing, as King was about to show 
his light. At the previous sitting on Friday evening, 
the light seemed to rise from the floor and gradually 
assumed a luminous appearance, a smaller light being 
seen a little beneath it, which Katie said was hers, ana 
one or two saw a white form standing close to the 
medium. But the one tonight was seen by the chairman, 
when first visible, to rise from behind the medium’s head, 
to be like a dim globe of light, and then to gradually
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assume a more brilliant hue. I t  was shaped on this 
occasion like a cake of tobacco, and inside the white

Suze, with which it was covered, there appeared the 
gers of a hand perfectly visiblo to most of the mem­

bers. The light burned for about eight or ten minutes, 
was waved up and down in time to the music, and at one 
time appeared on the opposite wall to where the medium 
was seated. One or two also saw a white form close to 
the light, but no features were soen.

The seance was then brought to a close. Katie King, 
in accordance with a previous promise, gave the lady 
organist a lock of her hair, and then inade-this remark— 
“ This night fortnight," but without vouchsafing any 
explanation of her meaning, The spirits then awoke 
the mediums, the circle sang the Evening Hymn with 
the organ accompaniment, and then adjourned, highly 
gratified with the manifestations.

THE CHAIRMAN.
Sandhurst, 18th May, 1874.

KNOWLEDGE THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD.

B y  H. T. Ch ild , m .d.
I t  is reported of Solomon, the reputed wise man of 

the Jews, but who, if all the story left in regard to him is 
true, must have been exceedingly ignorant of the laws 
of physiology in his family relations, said, “ Give mo 
more wisdom and knowledge.” It  is an old and trito 
axiom, that “ knowledge is power.” Knowledge is the 
key to all the mysteries of the universe ; knowledge 
banishes fear and in the room thereof gives us confidence 
and trust; it is the lover of Archimedes that lifts 
the world in every department of life its power is 
known and recognised of all men.

The scholar and tho philosopher live eternally in the 
hearts of tho people. Ignorance may raise its head and 
by its unmeaning noise attract attention for a time. 
Ignorance is the only Devil there is, or over has been, 
among mankind ; it has conjured up all tho frightful 
demons that have tormented humanity. I t  is the 
mother of fear, hatred, and revenge.

The truo philosopher inspired with profound wisdom, 
and living in accord with tho principles of justice, knows 
no fear in any department of life. Ignorance of the real 
condition of our fellow men, lays tho foundation for sus­
picion and hatred. When we rise to the plane of su­
pernal wisdom, we shall discover that the hatred even of 
the evil door, comes from ignorance of the causes which 
impel them to acts, that are iust as natural results of 
their conditions as are those which we realiso as higher 
and better acts. Ignorance leads to revenge and a de­
sire to punish our fellow beings, forgetting the grent 
fact that law governs in the universe of matter and of 
mind; that from the smallest atom of matter to tho 
largest and most majestic orb in space, each and all are 
under the eternal and irrevocable grasp and control of 
fixed and unalterable law, from which nothing possibly 
can escape,—not a sparrow or a mote can fall to the

S und, and the very hairs of our head are numbered by
i. We cannot escape this, turn as we will, and do 

what we may—we are always and forever under the 
stern and unflinching dominion of law. Neither God 
nor man can atone for, or avert, the penalties of these ; 
nor can they punish us. We shall realise this fully 
when we have acquired that true wisdom and knowledge 
that shows us the grand fact that we are always in tho 
inexorable grasp of infinite law. This simple and appa­
rently self-evident fact will revolutionise society in every 
department—it will do away with all bitterness, denun­
ciation, and condemnation. Men will learn not only to 
tolerate but to respect those who differ from them, and 
the fierce anathemas which have too often disgraced the 
pulpit and the rostrum, will no more be heard, but in 
the place thereof, will be given forth truth, philosophy, 
and wisdom. All departments of society will become 
educational; our prisons shall not be in name alone, but 
in reality, p en iten tiaries  in which the weak and erring, as 
the insane, will be restrained only so far as absolutely 
necessary to protect society, and kindly cared for until 
they can realise the responsibility that belongs to intel­
ligent immortal beings.

In the light of this wisdom and knowledge the present 
antagonisms of society, which divide it into classes and 
castes, will pass away, and the concealment which makes 
mankind, oven those who associate daily and hourly, 
strangers to each other, ahd all those feelings which 
keep up classes and grades in society in antagonism with 
each other, will give place to that mutual and loving co­
operation that leads to an intimate and fraternal know­
ledge of each other's condition and wants. In thou­
sands of instances to-day there is an impassable gulf 
between employer and employee, and the latter feels 
compelled to use every available means, even to dome 
wrong, to conceal their real conditions and needs from 
the former, lest they may forfeit their positions. This is 
all wrong, and if there were a proper understanding 
between these, how much more would the elevating and 
purifying influences of kindness and love be exercised 
by all classes—indeed there would bo no such cases as 
now exist, but in tho place thereof, wo should have tho 
beautiful and heavenly conditions of mutual co-operation 
and a desire to help each other continually. The time 
is coming when mankind will not be'able to conceal 
either their thoughts or their acts as they now do. The 
spiritual vision of humanity will be so opened that wo 
shall read each other’s interior thoughts, and know the 
real motives that are prompting to achieve. There are 
souls in the form now that hold this pure relation to 
each othor, and these are the prophets of the good time 
that is coming, when this experience shall bo extended. 
This is the only thing that will remedy the evils that 
abound in the world to-day. I t  will put an end to 
crime by removing the causes that have produced it.

Thero is nothing that will so effectually eradicate the 
tendency to evil, as this soul-communion, clear vision 
and intimate blending of feeling that bind mankind 
together in fraternal union. All that is needed to bring 
these conditions to earth, is to raise mankind to a plane 
high enough to receive the true benediction of the angel 
world, and thus to realise the introduction on earth of a 
condition that has long existed in the Spirit-world not 
very far from earth.

One of the grand missions of Modern Spiritualism is 
to teach us that truth and wisdom are the free and un­
trammeled birthright of the human soul, and that wher­
ever any barrier exists to the full and free conception of 
these tho angel world will earnestly co-operate with 
mankind in breaking it down. Spiritualism boldly de­
clares that there are no mysteries of godliness, or any­
thing else that are entirely hidden or forbidden ; that 
the only limitation to our knowledge is our own capa­
city, and this is very greatly under our own control, that 
each upward aspiration and onward step extends the 
grasp of tho human soul into new and untrodden fields 
of beauty and of wisdom. As we stand to-day upon tho 
summit of all our experiences, bitter or sweet, we may 
look back over the blasted hopes and desolated fields, or 
grand successes and noble achievements, or turning our 
gaze upward and onward, we may see far grander and 
more beautiful scenes within the reach of our grasp, 
calling only for the proper and legitimate use of the 
faculties which we possess and for which we are respon­
sible.

In the contemplation and measurement of our posi­
tions and powers, wo shall learn these important tacts, 
that all tho well spent hours and energies that we have 
realised, have lifted us into higher conditions; that 
every accession to our knowledge has been either a stone 
or a pillar in the temple which we are sent forth to rear. 
I t  is not knowledge alone that is doing this, but its true 
application, which is wisdojn, that is accomplishing these 
grand results.

There is a vast amount of knowledge in the world, 
and it has been immensely increased in the last quarter 
of a century through the influx of Spiritual light and 
truth, but that which is most important is the practical 
application of all the knowledge which has come to the 
world of humanity, so that in the form of divine wisdom, 
it shall bless mankind by its pure and practical 'results. 
This is tho highest aim of the angel world, to render 
practical the knowledge which mankind has receded, 
and thus make It the substantial basis for more. There 
is a plane of wisdom attainable by mankind in which the
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mind is capable of reaching after truth and separating 
it from the husks of error, and then appropriating it to 
its use and growth. The labyrinths of the past need 
not be travelled longer, when we are determined to rise 
into the realms of the higher and holier life by living up 
to the very best conditions attainable here. The physi­
cal must be trained and educated so that it will assist 
and not retard the onward march of the soul ; then will 
the triumph of wisdom and knowledge be manifested by 
the beautiful and rapid progress which the human soul 
will make, bringing the two worlds into close and inti­
mate relations with each other, so that all the conditions 
of the higher life that are adapted to this, may be brought 
into it, and thus make earth a heaven, and bring man­
kind into the enjoyment of a fruition such as they have 
never dreamed of.

Let each one endeavour to speed the day by being 
true to God, to humanity, and to ourselves, and by ac-

Jairing all the knowledge we can, and seeking for that 
vine aid which will enable us to convert it into wisdom 

and thus render it practical for the blessing of huma­
nity.—B .P .  Jou rn al.

MARRIAGE OF A LADY MEDIUM.

In our last issue there appeared an interesting account 
of the baptism of a child by the spirit Katie King, who 
is one of the controlling spirit-guides of a young lady 
medium at the Energetic Circle, Sandhurst, fn this 
number we have the pleasure of giving an epitome of a 
still more interesting ceremony at the same circle, 
namely, no less than the presentation of a testimonial to 
the lady medium, Miss Graham, and her subsequent 
marriage at All Saints’ Church to another member of the 
circle, Mr. Abraham Richardson. On its becoming 
known to the members of the Energetic Circle that Miss 
G. was about to be married, they one and all determined 
to present her with a testimonial. Accordingly, on Fri­
day evening, the 1st of May, and at the close of the 
seance, the chairman, on behalf of the circle, addressing 
Miss G„ said that he had much pleasure in presenting 
her with a copy, in frame, of the ten Spiritual Com­
mandments, and a purse of sovereigns, as small tokens 
of the high esteem in which she was held by all the 
members of the circle. He also presented to her a mag­
nificent bouquet of choice flowers. Miss S. then came 
forward and placed on Miss G.’s head a beautiful wreath 
of artificial flowers, proclaiming her Queen of May, all 
the ladies present presenting her each with a bouquet. 
Miss G., who was completely taken by surprise, was 
unable to personally respond, but subsequently sent a 
kind letter to the circle expressing in warm and appro­
priate terms her thanks for their kindness, She was 
married (as will be seen in our advertising columns) on 
the 4th May, at the Church of England, where a number 
of friends, in addition to the bridal party, attended to 
witness the interesting ceremony ; ana in the evening a 
yery numerous assemblage of friends met at the house of 
Mr. and Mrs. W . (the bride’s friends) to celebrate the 
happy event in due style. The festivities, which came 
off with great eclat, were kept up until past 3 o’clock on 
the morning of the 6th, all being much gratified with the 
evening's entertainment. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson 
attended the circle on last Sunday evening for the first 
time since their marriage, and received the hearty con­
gratulations of all the members, of whom there was a 
*arfie attendance. May the good angels ever watch 
°ver them, and strew their wedded path with flowers, 
those beautiful emblems of truth, purity, and happiness.

15th May, 1874.

THE LIGH T SPREADING,

. ^  correspondent from Brisbane ordering extra oopies 
ot the Sarbinaer, says:—“ I  can assure you the paper

as not beliea its name, for it has truly been the 
, rbinger of Light to me, as well as two of my friends 
th' T m  ̂ ên|l i*-” Unsolicited communications of

ls, “ H  help and encourage us in our rather up hill
erg. Our subscription list for the neighbouring 

colonies is enlarging

AN ESSAY ON LIFE, ITS ORIGIN AND OBJECTS.
B T  H E X B Y  T .  C H IL D , M . D.

C h a p t e r  v .

V E G E T A B L E  L I F E .

On the uses o f  F low erless P lan ts to M an, and in the 
Economy o f  Mature.

We have already spoken of the law of Isomerism, but 
as technical terms are, when not fully understood, rather 
calculated to bewilder the mind than to render the sub­
ject more clear and plain, we shall lay these aside as far 
as possible, and in this case call this the law of Order, 
or the orderly arrangement of elements and compounds.

This law is of universal application, and lies at the 
basis of every movement of progression. First, in the 
mineral kingdom, it operated in arranging elements and 
compounds in crystalline forms, and refining and elevat­
ing all the matter on this plane ; then, in the vegetable 
world, performing still higher functions, arranging and 
progressing matter into fiuer and better conditions ; and 
in the animal kingdom the same beautiful law of order 
has ever been silently but incessantly working ; and to 
each and every living thing in all the countless ages of 
the past has come, and in the eternal now, comes the 
deep toned and prophetic inspiration of God, saying ever,
“ set thy house in order, for thou shalt die.”

Not alone in the broad domain of life, but everywhere 
in the vast universe the law of order and of progress are 
one and the same. Herein lies the grand distinction 
between the civilized man and the savage ; the luxuries, 
refinements, and comforts of the one, are only denied to 
the other because he does not know how to arrange and 
combine the elements and materials which are around 
him so as to produce them. Art, with her million con­
quests over matter, is but the working of this great law; 
the labours of genius in sculpture, in “ pillar and tem­
ple, in altar and obelisk,” in everything, are but grand 
and glorious reunions and forms of matter which are as 
old as the universe itself, The steam engine, that won­
derful machine that, through the guidance and develop­
ment of human intellect, is now doing the work of so 
many millions of human hands, is but the chaining and 
bringing into order, a power that in the primeval days, 
in earthquakes and volcanoes, played such fantastic tricks 
as made old earth shake ^nd tremble from pole to pole, 
from centre to circumference.

In our last chapter we were speaking of the use of 
fungi. These play an important part in the economy of 
Nature, in renovating and purifying the air, and prepar­
ing the soil for higher and better conditions of vegetable 
and animal life. They exist almost everywhere ; thous­
ands of recognised species are known. Badham says :
“ To enumerate but a few of those of the microscopic 
kinds; (there are some which the arms could scarcely 
embrace); the mucor mucedo that spawns upon our dried 
preserves; the ascophoru mucedo that makes our bread 
m qWy; the uredo sagetum, that burns Ceres out of her 
corn fields ; the uredo rubigo, whose rust is still more 
destructive, and the puccin ia  gram inis, whose voracity 
sets corn laws and farmers at defiance, are all funguses. 
So is the gray m onilla, that rots and then fattens upon 
our fruits ; and the nucor herbariorum , that destroys the 
careful gleanings of the pains-taking botanist. When 
our beer or vinegar becomes mouldy, the mother of the 
mischief is a fungus. I f  pickles acquire a bad taste, if 
ketchup turns ropy and putrifies, funguses have a finger 
in it a ll! Their reign stops not here ; they prey upon 
each other ; they even select their victims ! There is 
the m yrotbecium  v iride, which will only grow upon dry 
agarics. The m acor crysosperinus attacks the flesh of a 
particular B o le tu s ;  the sclerotium  com utum  which visits 
some other moist mushrooms in decay. There are some 
xylomas that will spot the leaves of the maple, and some 
of those of the willow exclusively. * • • • * •  
The racodium  of the low cellar, festoons its ceilings, 
shags its walls, and keeps our wines in bonds, while the 
geastrum  has been found suspended on the very highest 
pinnacle of St. Paul's. The close cavities of nuts, afford 
concealment to some species ; others, like leeches, stick 
to the bulbs of plants and suck them dry; these pick 
timber to pieces as men pick oakum ; nor do they con-
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fine their selective ravages to plants alone ; they attach 
themselves to animal structures and destroy animal life; 
the a  oxygena equina, has a particular fancy for the hoofs 
of horses, and for the horns of cattle, sticking to these 
alone ; the abdomen of the tropical fly is liable, in aut­
umn, to break out into vegetable t.ufts of fungous growth; 
and the caterpillar to carry about a clav aria  larger than 
himself. The fungous disease called m uscardine destroys 
many silkworms, and the vegetating wasp, of which 
everybody has heard, is only another mysterious blend­
ing of vegetable with insect life. Funguses visit the 
wards of our hospitals, and grow out of the products of 
surgical diseases. Where then are they not to bo found ? 
Do they not abound like Pharoah’s plagues, everywhere ? 
Is not their name legion, and their province ubiquity ?"

Almost every form of decaying vegetable or animal 
matter becomes a nidus, or point on which some of these 
fungi are developed, and in which they arrest and modi­
fy the putrefactive process, and lock up in their own 
organisms, often in a harmless condition, elements and 
principles which, if left free in the atmosphere and on 
the earth, would generate disease and pestilence. Tho 
operation and influence of poisonous vegetables, reptiles, 
and animals, in changing tho atmospheric and other 
conditions of our globe, is but little understood. When 
the light of science has revealed more of these mysteries 
we shall probably find that this chapter in God’s inspi­
red volume, from which we have so long been disposed 
to turn in disgust, contains some of the most interesting 
and important lessons that aro to be found in that vol­
ume. Are not these chosen instruments in the Divine 
Hand, for the purpose of gathering up those deadly ex­
halations which necessarily exist in a progressive world, 
and having concentrated them, finally removing them 
altogether from the fair face of nature ?
. Next in order we shall consider tho Lichens, a class 
analogous to somo of tho Algro, though of very different 
habits, the ono growing in tho water, and being soft and 
succulent, and the other growing in tho air, and being 
dry and crisp. The lichens alway grow upon trees, 
fences, rocks, &e., exposed to the light and air. There 
are a great variety of these ; almost every tree, rock, or 
old fence, has more or less of them attached firmly to its 
surface. Their color varies ; it is generally of a pale 
grayish green. They are dry on the upper surface, and 
have root-like fibres from tho under surface, some of 
which absorb moisture from the atmosphere and tho 
elements of nutrition, while others fix the plants firmly 
and securely upon tho substance to which they are at­
tached. Tlioy are propagated by spores, and manifest a 
power of choice in selecting their place of attachment.

Thus, in the autumn and winter season, a southern 
exposure is selected, in our latitude, while in tho spring 
and summer this selection is not made. I t  has been 
supposed that some of these plants could prognosticate 
the character of tho season and place themselves in a

Sosition to be protected from the most severe weather.
here are very many beautiful and interesting forms 

among these humble plants, and somo of them aro quite 
useful to man and animals. The cenomyce rangeferina, 
of Lapland and Greenland, “ is the lichen which, for the 
greater part of the year, and especially in winter, is tho 
support of vast herds of reindeer, in which consists all 
the wealth of the Laplanders. “ No vegetable,” Linnmus 
tells us, “ grows throughout Lapland in such abundance 
as this, especially in woods of scattered pines, whore, for 
many miles together, the surface of the sterilo soil is 
covered with it as with snow. On tho destruction of 
forests by fire, when no other plant will find nutriment, 
this lichen springs up and flourishes, and after a few 
years acquires its greatest size. Here .the reindeer are 
pastured, and whatever may be the depth of snow dur­
ing the long and severe winters of that climate, they 
have the power of pénetrating it, and obtaining their 
necessary food."

Another of these, the cetraria  islándica, an arctic plant 
which, however, grows as far south as our latitude, is 
used as an article of food, “being boiled in broth or milk, 
after being freed of its bitter taste by repeated soaking 
in water, or dried and made into bread.” Immense 
quantities are gathered in Norway and Iceland, not only 
for sale but for home consumption, as an article of com-

mon food. These plants grow to  the height of two or 
three inches, and have a rugged, bushy aspect. Tho bit­
ter quality being extracted by steeping, it is then dried 
and reduced to a powder and made into cakes. The 
natives are very fond of these and “ confess that a boun­
tiful Providence sends them bread out of the very stones ” 

Another of these plants furnishes a purple dye ; it is 
the lecanora, of which there are several varieties.' The 
L . tartarea  is the famous cudbear; so called after a Mr 
Cuthbcrt, who first brought it into use. I t  is employed 
to produce a purple for dyeing woollen yarn. It  is im­
ported largely from Norway, where it grows abundantly; 
it is also found in Scotland, and many an industrious 
peasant gets a comfortable living by gathering this lichen 
and sending it to Glasgow. Those plants are epiphytes, 
and do not injure those substances on which they grow! 
They are auxiliaries to tho other cryptogamia in produc­
ing changes on the surface of tho earth. Closely allied 
to these, and connecting them with the mosses, are the 
liverworts, hepatiie, but they present so few distinctive 
characteristics that we need not notice them further.

Next in order, we find the beautiful family of the 
Mosses, M usci. Theso little plants are very common 
and widely diffused; they are numerous in cold and 
damp situations, growing mostly in the shade, in woods, 
and upon tho protected sides of rocks. They aro among 
the most beautiful of tho Cryptogamia, and have attrac­
ted more attention than any other of this class. They 
are winter plants, reviving in humid air, abundant about 
the poles, rare at the equator. They cover tho moun­
tains of the earth as high as the limits of perpetual snow, 
growing in patches. They clothe the most barren spots 
with verdure, preserve trees from heat and cold, prepare 
tho earth for nourishing more perfect plants, and fill up 
bogs and morasses with vegetable matter. They are 
more subservient to tho economy of naturo than to tho

Surposcs of man. Their color is mostly of a beautiful 
irk green, somo aro purple, and when dried, gray. 

Their organisms are very fine and delicate, somo so small 
as to require a magnifying glass to see their construc­
tion. They may be found at all seasons, but are more 
common in winter and early spring. Some grow on old 
roofs, and causo the decay of the wood ; tho Tortula 
ru ra lis  may bo found on almost any old roof. In dry 
seasons they become crisp, but a slight shower will re­
vive them. A few are considerable in size, even reach­
ing tho length of two feet; ono (Polytrichum  commune) 
is used in making brooms and hassocks ; in Lapland it 
is very valuable. Linnrcus says, “ Tho Laplanders cut 
out a service of this moss, as largo as they pleaso, for a 
bed, separating it from the earth beneath ; and although 
the shoots are scarcely branched, they, nevertheless, are 
so entangled by the roots as not to be separated from 
each other. This mossy cushion is very soft and elastic, 
not growing hard by prossure; and if  a similar portion 
is made to serve as a coverlet, nothing can bo more 
warm and comfortable. The natives fold their bed to­
gether, tying it up into a roll that it may be grasped by 
a man’s arms, and thus, if necessary, carry it with them 
to the place where they mean to sleep the night follow­
ing. I f  it becomes too dry and compressed, its former 
elasticity is rostored by a little moisture.” Dried mos­
ses are used for making cushions, mattrasses, &c.

Three of tho four remaining orders of Cryptogamia 
do not require much consideration. The m arctlacea, of 
which there arc very few plants, as tho quillwort and 
pillwort, both of which aro only two or three inches high, 
and grow under water; the lycopodinecc, also a small 
family, including the club mossos and the cquisetaoeai, or 
horse tail. This is a peculiarly harsh and brittlo plant; 
it grows in marshy places and is sometimes used for 
scouring; it has the property of taking up a consider­
able quantity of silicia or flint, and combining in its 
organism more of this than any other known plant. The 
equisetce have been used in medicine on this account, it 
being a homceopathic remedy for certain forms of gravel. 
I t  is probable that tho real object of this plant is to 
raise this silicia into an isomeric condition, to fit it for 
the systems of other plants and for animals.

The only remaining order, the Ferns, is the highest 
and most important of all the cryptogamia, being not 
only the most perfectly organised, but the one which
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luis left the most permanent autobiography in those 
moat valuable and interesting records, the coal beds.

It is in the domain of Nature that these lichens and 
mosses perform their great work as ministering angels, 
carrying blessings from our common Father's hand to 
our mother earth. The lichens are the John the Bap­
tists, clothed in rough garments, crying in the wilder­
ness to the very rocks, “  repent, lor the kingdom of j 
heaven is at hand ”—“ harden not your hearts as in the 
day of provocation,” when the volcanic tires burned 
around you ; and then, embracing these, like true mis­
sionaries, they wait and minister at their sides until the 
rocks crumble into dust. Then, in the true spirit of the 
martyr, they offer themselves up as an atonement, giving 
up their lives, “ proving that the blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the church for behold ! out of their 
mingled remains is born the beautiful church of vegeta­
ble life—a church more grand than temple, or fane, that 
man has erected, being part of that

"  V a s t  c a t h e d r a l ,  m i g h t y  a s  o u r  w o n d e r ,

W h o s e  q u e n c h l e s s  l a m p s  t h e  s u n  a n d  m o o n  s u p p l y  ;
I t s  c h o i r  t h e  w i n d s  a n d  w a v e s ,  i t s  o r g a n  t h u n d e r ,

I t s  d o m e  t h e  s k y  1 "

Who has not worshipped at the shrine of flowers and 
listened to their sweet music as they “ ga/.o on us, with 
gentle, child like eyes or stood beneath the lofty old 
trees, and felt that God was there, and that these were 
His altars and His priests, ministering ever in tones of 
gentleness and love !

The Mosses are missionaries to another class of hea­
then, their labors lie among the wet and cold places, and

S'; they preach the same great gospel of progression.
ey work silently but incessantly in preparing the soil, 

mingling the various elements and compounds together, 
and making many waste places to blossom as the rose. 
How beautiful these humblo plants fulfil their mission, 
going where there is no life, seeking only the dreary and 
waste places, knowing that “ the whole need not a phy­
sician.”

The story of Mungo Park’., moss is a beautiful and 
impressive sermon. In the year 1796 this hardy pion­
eer was travelling under Africa's burning sun, and on 
the road from Kooma to Sebidooloo, he was waylaid, 
stripped and robbed of everything ; treasures that to 
him were invaluable were destroyed before his eyes by 
rude savages in human form. “ After they were gone,” 
ho says, “ I  sat for some time looking around mo in 
amazement and terror. I  was in the midst of a vast 
wilderness, in the depth of the rainy season, surrounded 
by savage animals and still more savage men. I  con­
sidered my fate certain ; I  had no alternative but to lie 
down and perish ; I  was five hundred miles from the 
nearest European settlement.” Thus, sad and alone, 
the big tears rolling down his cheeks, weeping over his 
forlorn condition, his eye caught the sight of a little tuft 
of moss (of the jls s id en s  ex ilis )  not larger than the end 
of his finger. I t  was alive and beautiful, in that deso­
late place. I t  was one of God's missionaries, and it 
found a tongue. But it did not say to him, “ thou art 
a member of a different sect—ye worship at Jerusalem, 
but we worship at this mountain ”—but it spoke thus . 
" Brother, God is here; He is our Father; He visits me; 
He feeds me with his dews, and gives me my daily broad, 
m this lone wilderness ; He sent mo here to do a work, 
and while I  work he is ever with m e; His own hands 
formed my little stems, and loaves, and seeds ; He pain­
ted me so beautifully, and now he bids me tell thee, 
Brother, that He is with theo, and thou must arise and 
go thv way.” When the lone traveller heard this ser­
mon he wept for jo y ; picking up the little moss, he 
started, and in a few hours he came to a small native 
J l̂lage, where he found friends, no more true, but in 
human form. Thus are these little ones ever preaching 
to us when we can hear them, but to many, trials seem 
necessary to open their ears.

“  Y e t  I  b e l i e v e  i n  e a c h  a f f l i c t i o n  
T h e r e  l i e s  a  h i d d e n  b e n e d i c t i o n . ”

A SEANCE AT MR SERJEANT COX'S.

The following is an extract from the second volume 
of Mr. Serjeant Cox’s “ W hat am I ?  " published last 
week by Messrs. Longmans :

“ On Tuesdav, June 2nd, 1873, a personal friend, a 
gentleman of high social position, a graduate of Oxford, 
came to my residence in Russell-square to dress for n 
dinner party to which we wore invited. He had pre­
viously exhibited considerable power as a Psychic. 
Having half-an-hour to spare we went into the dining­
room. It was just six o'clock and of course broad day­
light. I was opening Idlers ; he was rending the Times. 
My dining-table is of mahogany, very heavy, oldfashionod, 
six feet wide, nine feet long. It stauds on a Turkey 
carpet, which much increases the difficulty of moving 
it. A subsequent trial showed that the united efforts 
of two strong men standing were required to move it 
one inch. There was no cloth upon it, and the light 
fell under it. No person was in the room but my friend 
and myself. Suddenly, ns we were sitting thus, frequent 
and loud rappings came upon the table. My friend 
was then sitting holding the newspaper with both hands, 
one arm resting on the table, the other on the back of 
chair, and turned sidowayB from the table, so that his 
legs and feet were not under the table but on the side 
of it. Presently the solid table quivered as if with 
an ague fit. Then it swayed to and fro so violently as 
almost to dislocate the big pillar-like legs, of which there 
are eight. Then it moved forward about three inches.
1 looked under it to be sure that it was not touchod; 
but still it moved, and still tbe\l)l&vvi\vore loud upon it.

“ This sudden a c c e s s f b r e e  at such a time and 
in such a place, with- tfoiiG present bdt.mysolf and my 
friend, and with no-thimght then of invoking it, caused 
the utmost astouftfipicnt in bo tlu ^ 'iis . My friond 
said that nothing "like it had (e\w'before occurred to 
him. I then suggSVlf^tyiAv? w'ould bo an invaluable 
opportunity, with so' prenit'S' power in action, to make 
trial of motion without contact, the presence of two 
persons only, the daylight, the place, the size and 
weight of the table, making the experiment a crucial 
oue. Accordingly we stood upright, he on one side of 
the table, I  on the other side of it. We stood two feet 
from it, and held our hands eight inches abovo'it. In 
one minute it rocked violently. Then it moved over 
the carpet a distance of seven inches. Then it rose 
throo inches from the floor on the side on which my 
friend was standing. Then it rose equally on my side. 
Finally my friend held his hands four inches over the 
end of the table, and asked that it would rise and touch 
his hand three times. It did so; and then, in accord­
ance with the like request, it rose to my hand held at 
the other end to the same height above it and in the 
same manner.

With such conclusive proofs before me it is impossible 
to doujpt that there is some Force , w hatever it  may be, 
by which heavy■ bodies a r e  moved without m uscular con­
tact o r  effort. What is it, whence it comes, and how 
it operates in the production of these results, are ques­
tions in no way affecting the fact. These probloms it 
is the province of science to solve by experiment when 
the fact itself is proved.

We  understand that the “ Aurelia ” Association is un­
dergoing an entire re-cast, and that a number of members 
from New Zealand are expected to arrive here in a few 
3 eeks, for active service.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

The above is the title of a Spiritual newspaper, a 
small parcel of which reached us by the Californian 
Mail. It  contains some excellent original matter, on 
Spiritual, Religious and Social subjects, and is edited by 
Mr. and Mrs. Cook, both of whom are Mediums. 
I t  is published at 7 cents, the Melbourne price being 
fourpence.

W e  have received a pamphlet, “ Notes of a Tour in 
New Zealand” by H. H. Hayter, Esq. The narrative 
of Mr. Hayter's travels is interesting and pithv. and 
calculated to induce a desire in the reader to follow in 
his footsteps. The pamphlet is, we observe, published 
for private circulation, otherwise it  would have boen an 
excellent guide book for intending tourists.
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OPENING OF A LYCEUM AT SANDHURST.

W e are pleased to report the opening of a Lyceum in 
connection with the Progressive Spiritualist and Free- 
thought Association, Sandhurst. Our first session on 
Sunday, 10th May, was principally occupied in the elec­
tion of officers and leaders, tailing the names of the chil­
dren, their residences, &c., and forming them into 
groups. The offices were filled thus:—Mr. Martell, con­
ductor i Mrs. Simpson, guardian; Mr. Fletcher, assistant 
guardian ; Mrs. Cattran, guard, and Mr. Cattran, secre­
tary ; leaders, Mrs. Mann, fountain group ; Mr. Davies, 
stream group ; Mr. Mann, river group ; Mr. Quilty.lako 
group. We have held threo sessions, and the number ol 
children has exceeded our most sanguino expectations. 
Wo shall on the coming Sunday arrange for three more

Soups. Our present number on the roll is forty ; and
>m the many earnest inquiries respecting the Lyceum 

wo hope soon to double our numbers. All the officers 
and leaders, with the children, have taken the following 
plodge :—“ To abstain from all intoxicating drinks, 
tobacco and snuff.” This step is, I believe, in advance 
of all Sunday School discipline, and we hope to maintain 
it in its integrity. Our words will take but little effect 
on the juvenile mind unless our own actions are in ac­
cordance with our teachings. To the close observer of 
human nature those pernicious effects that arise from the 
evils of drinking, smoking and betting are the great 
curses of our country and children trained to abhor 
these evils in their youthful days, will carry those prin­
ciples into manhood.— Communicated.

CHARLES H. FOSTER, THE TEST MEDIUM, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO.

( From  the San Fran cisco  C hronicle o f  Ja n . 22nd.)
“ When Foster, the Spiritualist medium, first came to 

this city and hung out his shingle at the Grand Hotel, 
he was an object of much curiosity. Among those who 
went to witness the marvellous manifestations which it 
was claimed were daily made, was a well-known gentle­
men, whose name we are not authorised to give. The

gentleman had heard of the slip-of-paper trick, and be- 
eving that he knew a thing or two more than Foster 

did, he resolved to play a sharp game with him. Before 
going to the medium’s room, he wrote a name on a slip 
of paper, which he wrapped and folded tightly in a piece 
of tin-foil. When he got there, in company with several 
other frionds, ho handod the little roll of tin-foil to Fos­
ter and awaited results.

The little paper inside the tin-foil contained merely 
the full name of the gentleman's mother—her maiden 
and married name. Foster took it, pressed it to his 
forehead in that dreamy, listless way he has, and then 
laid it on the table. Presently be said, ‘ Yes, sir, I  have 
a message for you. There is the spirit of a lady here 
who wishes me to write you this message. ’ Hero Foster 
took up a pencil, and with many jerks and quirks wrote: 

‘ Do not remove the remains of your father and myself. Let us 
rest where we are. Your heart is right, but your judgment is 
wrong. ______ •

The message was signed by both the maiden name 
and the married name of the gentleman’s mother. The 
gentleman turned as white as a sheet, for he at once 
recognised the message as having been written in the 
name of his deceased mother. He had long been inten­
ding to remove her remains and those of his father from 
an eastern cemetery to his vault at Lone Mountain. He 
had not thought of the matter at all that day. Foster 
had not seen him before. Neither Foster nor any one 
else—not even the, gentleman’s wife—knew what the 
mother’s maiden name had been, hence the clearness, 
the strange outline of the message, and above all, thé 
aptness with'which it referred to his project with regard 
to the remains of hiB parents, gave the astonished gentle­
man something to think about for days to come.

He did not wait for an answer to his tin-foil puzzle, 
but started away, very much in the condition of the 
young man. who went to Church to scoff, but finally con­
cluded to remain and pray.

Next day the gentleman met his friend, the Hon. 
Chas. E . De Long, who had just then returned from

Japan. To him he told his remarkable experience of 
the day before. De Long laughed at him for his appar­
ent credulity, and scouted the idea that spirits had any 
thing to do with the message. Nettled at this, tho

?entleman invited Mr. De Long to go with him and see 
’oster and judge for himself. That night they both, in 

company with Howard Coit, called at tho Grand Hotel 
and were shown into Foster’s rooms. Mr. De Long was 
wholly unknown to Foster. They all sat down to tho 
table, and, after Foster had smoked a while at his cigar 
he said : ‘ I  caii only get one message to-night, and tW  
is for a person named Ida. Do either of you know who 
Ida is ?’

Mr. Do Long looked at Foster with rather a startled 
look, and said: ‘ Well, ves, I  rather think I  do. My 
wife's name is Ida.’ ‘ Well,’ said Foster, ‘ then this mes­
sage is for her, and it is important. But she will have 
to come here and receive it.’

This was just enough to excite De Long’s curiosity, 
and after endeavoring in vain to get Foster to reveal the 
message to him, he consented to bring his wife the next 
night to receivo the important communication in person. 
Accordingly the next evening the same two, accompanied 
by Mrs. Do Long, were ushered into Foster’s parlor. 
They were soon seated around tbe table, waiting eagerly 
for the spirits to arrive. After Foster had smoked for 
several minutes in silence, he suddenly said : ‘ Tho same 
message comes to me. I t  is for Ida. This is the lady, 
is it? ’ ho asked, as of the spirit. ‘ Oh, you will write tho 
message, will you ? W ell, all right,’ and with this he 
took up a pen and dashed off the following :

■ T o  m y  D a u g h t e r  I d a — T en  y e a rs  a g o  I  e n tru s te d  a  large 
sum  o f  m o n e y  to  T h o m a s  M ad d en  to  in v e s t  fo r  m e  in  c e r ta in  lands. 
A fte r  m y  d e a th  h e  fa ile d  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  in v e s tm e n t to  m y e x ­
e c u to rs . T h e  m o n e y  w as in v e ste d , a n d  tw e lv e  h u n d red  and fifty 
a c re s  o f la n d  w ere  b o u g h t, a n d  o n e -h a lf  o f  t h is  ln n d  now  belongs 
t o  y o u . I  p a id  M a d d e n  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  m y  s h a re  o f  t h e  purchase 
i>G 50. H e  m u st b e  m a d e  to  m a k e  a  s e t t le m e n t.

Y o u r  fa th e r , --------V i n e y a r d . ’
Both Mr. and Mrs. De Long sat and hoard this com­

munication read with astonished faces. Mrs. De Long 
know that in lifo her father had had business dealings 
with Mr. Madden, but to what extent, or even the nat­
ure of them, she did not know. She was terribly fright­
ened at this denouement, for she knew that Foster did 
not know who she was, nor who her father might have 
been, and when the communication came in so remarka­
ble a way, the effect upon tho whole party may bo better 
imagined than described.

Mr. De Long had just enough faith in the correctness 
of Mrs. De Long’s communication to want to see what 
there was in it any way. So the next day he called on 
Mr. Madden, at the Occidental Hotel. Without saying 
what especial reason he had for asking the question, ho 
asked Mr. Madden if  there was not yet some unsettled 
business between himself and the estate of the late Mr. 
Vineyard. Mr. Madden thought for a moment, and then 
he said there was. He said several years ago he and 
Mr. Vineyard had purchased a tract of land together, 
and their interest was yet undivided. The land had in­
creased, and was still increasing enormously in valuo, 
and he supposed Mr. V ineyard’s daughter desired to let 
her interest lie untouched, which was tho reason why 
the matter had never been settled up. Besides, she had 
been absent a long time from the country, and was not 
hero to have the matter settled. When informed that 
Mrs. De Long had only just learned of this investment 
of her father’s, Mr. Madden expressed much surprise. 
Ho said he supposed she and her husband and the exec­
utors knew all about it, but were simply letting the 
matter rest for the property to increase in value. Mr- 
Madden then said that he was ready to make a settle­
ment at any time. This was readily assented to by Mr. 
De Long, and, accordingly, on Saturday last, Mr. Madden 
transferred a deed for six hundred and twenty-five acres 
of the land to Mrs. De Long, her heirs and assigns for­
ever. Having done this, Mr. Madden offered the lady 
eighteen thousand dollars for the property, but, having 
been informed that it is worth a t least twenty-five thou­
sand dollars, she declined to sell. .

Meanwhile Foster is overrun with people anxious to 
interview their deceased parents for the purpose of find­
ing out if  the old folks are quite sure that their estates 

-havo been fully and properly settled:”
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( R e p r i n t e d  f r o m  Q u a r t e r l y  J o u r n a l  o f  S c i e n c e . '  )
L I K E  a  t r a v e l l e r  e x p l o r i n g  s o m e  d i s t a n t  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  
w h ic h  h a v e  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  k n o w n  o n l y  t h r o u g h  r e p o r t s  a n d  r u m o u r s  
o f  a  v a g u e  o r  d i s t o r t e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  s o  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  h a v e  I  b e e n  

o c c u p ie d  i n  p u s h i n g  a n  e n q u i r y  i n t o  a  t e r r i t o r y  o f  n a t u r a l  k n o w ­
le d g e  w h i c h  o f f e r s  a l m o s t  v i r g i n  s o i l  t o  a  s c i e n t i f i c  m a n .  A s  t h e  
t r a v e l l e r  s e c s  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a  h e  m a y  w i t n e s s  t h e  a c t i o n  
o f  f o r c e s  g o v e r n e d  b y  n a t u r a l  l a w s ,  w h e r e  o t h e r s  s e e  o n l y  t h e  
c a p r ic i o u s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  o f f e n d e d  g o d s ,  s o  h a v e  I  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  
t r a c e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  l a w s  a n d  f o r c e s ,  w h e r e  o t h e r s  h a v e  
s e e n  o n l y  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  s u p e r n a t u r a l  b e i n g s ,  o w n i n g  n o  l a w s ,  
a n d  o b e y i n g  n o  f o r c e  b u t  t h e i r  o w n  f r e e  w i l l .  A s  t h e  t r a v e l l e r  i n  
h i s  w a n d e r i n g s  i s  e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  g o o d w i l l  a n d  f r i e n d ­
l in e s s  o f  t h e  c h i e f s  a n d  t h e  m e d i c i n e  m e n  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  a m o n g s t  
w h o m  h e  s o j o u r n s ,  s o  h a v e  I  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  a i d e d  i n  m y  e n q u i r y  

i n  a  m a r k e d  d e g r e e  b y  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p o s s e s s  t h e  p e c u l i a r  
p o w e r s  I h a v e  s o u g h t  t o  e x a m i n e ,  b u t  h a v e  a l s o  f o r m e d  f i r m  a n d  
v a lu e d  f r i e n d s h i p s  a m o n g s t  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e c o g n i s e d  l e a d e r s  o f  
o p in io n , w h o s e  h o s p i t a l i t i e s  I  h a v e  s h a r e d .  A s  t h e  t r a v e l l e r  
s o m e t i m e s  s e n d s  h o m e ,  w h e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r s ,  a  b r i e f  r e c o r d  o f  
p r o g r e s s ,  w h i c h  r e c o r d ,  b e i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  i s o l a t e d  f t o m  a l l  t h a t  
h a s  l e d  u p  t o  i t ,  i s  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  d i s b e l i e f  o r  r i d i c u l e ,  s o  
h a v e  I  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s  s e l e c t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  w h a t  s e e m e d  t o  
b e  a  f e w  s t r i k i n g  a n d  d e f i n i t e  fa c t e  ; b u t  h a v i n g  o m i t t e d  t o  d e s ­

c r i b e  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e a d  t h e  p u b l i c  m i n d  u p  
t o  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  t o  s h o w  h o w  t h e y  f i t t e d  
in t o  o t h e r  o b s e r v e d  f a c t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  m e t ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  i n -  
c r e d u l i t y ,  b u t  w i t h  n o  l i t t l e  a b u s e .  A n d ,  l a s t l y ,  a s  t h e  t r a v e l l e r ,  
w h e n  h i s  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  f i n i s h e d  a n d  h e  r e t u r n s  t o  h i s  o l d  a s s o ­
c i a t e s ,  c o l l e c t s  t o g e t h e r  a l l  h i s  s c a t t e r e d  n o t e s ,  t a b u l a t e s  t h e m ,  
a n d  p u t s  t h e m  i n  o r d e r  r e a d y  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  c o n ­

n e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e ,  s o  h a v e  I ,  o n  r e a c h i n g  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  e n q u i r y ,  
a r r a n g e d  a n d  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  m y  d i s c o n n e c t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  r e a d y  
t o  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  v o l u m e .

T h e  p h e n o m e n a  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  a t t e s t  a r e  s o  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
a n d  s o  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s e  t h e  m o s t  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  
b e l i e f — a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  t h e  u b i q u i t y  a n d  i n v a r i a b l e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
la w  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n — t h a t ,  e v e n  n o w ,  o n  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  
w h a t  I  w i t n e s s e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  a n t a g o n i s m  i n  m y  m i n d  b e t w e e n  
ration, w h i c h  p r o n o u n c e s  i t  t o  b e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  m y  s e n s e s ,  b o t h  o f  t o u c h  a n d  s i g h t , — a n d  t h e s e  
c o r r o b o r a t e d ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e ,  b y  t h e  s e n s e s  o f  a l l  w h o  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  
— a r e  n o t  l y i n g  w i t n e s s e s  w h e n  t h e y  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  m y  p r e c o n ­
c e p t i o n s . *

B u t  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s o r t  o f  m a n i a  o r  d e l u s i o n  
w h i c h  s u d d e n l y  a t t a c k s  a  w h o l e  r o o m f u l  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r s o n s  
w h o  a r e  q u i t e  s a n e  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  c o n c u r  t o  t h e  

m i n u t e s t  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  w h i c h  
t h e y  s u p p o s e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  w i t n e s s e s ,  s e e m s  t o  m y  m i n d  m o r e  
i n c r e d i b l e  t h a n  e v e n  t h e  f a c t s  t h e y  a t t e s t .

T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  f a r  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  i t  a p p e a r s .  
F o u r  y e a r s  a g o  I  i n t e n d e d  o n l y  t o  d e v o t e  a  l e i s u r e  m o n t h  o r  t w o  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  c e r t a i n  m a r v e l l o u s  o c c u r r e n c e s  I  h a d  h e a r d  
a b o u t  w o u l d  s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y .  H a v i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  
s o o n  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  a s ,  1  m a y  s a y ,  e v e r y  i m p a r t i a l  
e n q u i r e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  “  s o m e t h i n g  i n  i t , "  I  c o u l d  n o t ,  a s  a  s t u ­

d e n t  o f  n a t u r e ’ s  l a w s ,  r e f u s e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  e n q u i r y  w h e r e s o e v e r  
t h e  f a c t s  m i g h t  l e a d .  T h u s  a  f e w  m o n t h s  h a v e  g r o w n  i n t o  a  f e w  

y e a r s ,  a n d  w e r e  m y  t i m e  a t  m y  o w n  d i s p o s a l  i t  w o u l d  p r o b a b u  
e x t e n d  s t i l l  l o n g e r .  B u t  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  
i n t e r e s t  d e m a n d  m y  p r e s e n t  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  I  c a n ­
n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i s i t e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  e n q u i r y  a s  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  
a n d  a s  I  a m  f u l l y  c o n f i d e n t  i t  w i l l  b e  s t u d i e d  b y  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  a  
f e w  y e a r s  h e n c e ,  a n d  a s  m y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  n o t  n o w  a s  g o o d  a s  
t h e y  w e r e  s o m e  t i m e  a g o ,  w h e n  M r .  D .  D .  H o m e  w a s  i n  g o o d  
h e a l t h ,  a n d  M i s s  K a t e  F o x  ( n o w  M r s .  J e n c k e n )  w a s  f r e e  f r o m  

d o m e s t i c  a n d  m a t e r n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  I  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  s u s p e n d  
f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .

o b t a i n  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  s o m e  p e r s o n s  a b u n d a n t l y  e n d o w e d  w i t h  
t h e  p o w e r  I  a m  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  u p o n ,  n o w  i n v o l v e s  m o r e  f a v o u r  
t h a n  a  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t o r  s h o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a k e  o f  i t .  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  a m o n g s t  i t s  m o r e  d e v o u t  f o l l o w e r s  i s  a  r e l i g i o n .  
i l l e  'o o 'b u m s ,  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  y o u n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a r e  
g u a r d e d  w i t h  a  s e c l u s i o n  a n d . j e a l o u s y  w h i c h  a n  o u t s i d e r  c a n  
P e n e t r a t e  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y .  B e i n g  e a r n e s t  a n d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  b e l i e ­
v e r s  i n  t h e  t r u t h  o f  c e r t a i n  d o c t r i n e s  w h i c h  t h e y  h o l d  t o  b e  s u b ­
s t a n t i a t e d  b y  w h a t  a p p e a r  t o  t h e m  t o  b e  m i r a c u l o u s  o c c u r r e n c e s ,  
t h e y  s e e m  t o  h o l d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  a  p r o ­
f a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h r i n e .  A s  a  p e r s o n a l  f a v o u r  I  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  

t b  °  r  ' ) e c n  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  r a t h e r  
t h e  f o r m  o f  a  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n y  t h a n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  glance.

r e m a r k s  a r c  s o  a p p r o p r ia t e  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  q u o t in g  
T !h e y  o c c u r  i n  a  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  f r o m  a n  o ld  f r ie n d ,  l o  w h o m  I  h a d  s e n t  

i n  t h o  oln1*  S i “ “ 1  o f  t h e s o  o c c u r r e n c e s .  T h e  h ig h  p o s i t io n  w h io h  h e  h o ld s  
i lm  „ „ _ .  , , l l c , w orl<l r e n d e r s  d o u b ly  v a lu a b lo  a n y  o p in io n  h o  o x p r e s s e s o n  

t e n d e n c ie s  o f  s c io n t i f lo  m e n .  "  A n y  intellectual r o p ly  t o  y o u r  
a n d  Y e t  i t  i s  a  e f i r io u s  f a c t  t h a t  o v e n  1 ,  w i t h  a l l  m y  te n d e n c y
a n a  a e s i r o  t o  b e l ie v e  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c a l ly ,  a n d  w i t h  a l l  m y  f a i t h  i n  y o u r  p o w e r

'  ........................................... .1 a s  i f  I  w a n te d  t o  s e e  fo r
t m u c h  m o r e  p r o o f  I  w a n t ,  

w h ic h  c o n v in c e s  a  m a n .

In  u - tn l lt i , ,  r a - s  i s  a  c u r io u s  p h a s e  o f  m a n  s  m in d ,  a n d  i t  i s  r e m a r k a b ly  s t r o n g  
n o tk i ê . ! 2 0  “ f a — s t r o n g e r  t h a n  i n  o t h o r s ,  I  t h i n k .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  w e  m u s t  
C V S "  a  m a n  d is h o n e s t  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  y ie ld  t o  e v id o n o e  f o r  a  
w n g  t u n s .  T h e  o ld  w a l l  o f  b e l i e f  m u s t  b e  b r o k e n  d o w n  b y  m u c h  b a t t e r i n g , "

B u t  t o  b e  a d m i t t e d  b y  f a v o u i  o n c e  o r  t w i c e ,  a s  a  s t r a n g e r  m i g h t  
l i e  a l l o w e d  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  E l e u s i n i a n  m y s t e r i e s ,  o r  a  G e n t i l e  t o  
p e e p  w i t h i n  t h e  H o l y  o f  H o l i e s ,  i s  n o t  t h e  w a y  t o  a s c e r t a i n  f a c t s  

a n d  d i s c o v e r  l a w s ,  t o  g r a t i f y  c u r i o s i t y  i s  o n e  t h i n g  ; t o  c a r r y  o n  
s y s t e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  i s  a n o t h e r ,  I  a m  s e e k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  c o n t i n u ­
a l l y .  O n  a  f e w  o c c a s i o n s ,  i n d e e d ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  a l l Q w e d  t o  a p p l y  

t e s t s  a n d  i n q i o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  ; b u t  o n l y  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  h a v e  I  b e e n  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  c a r r y  o f f  t h e  p r i e s t e s s  f r o m  h e r  s h r i n e ,  a n d  i n  m y  
o w n  h o u s e ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  m y  o w n  f r i e n d s ,  t o  e n j o y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
o f  t e s t i n g  t h o  p h e n o m e n a  I  h a i l  w i t n e s s e d  e l s e w  h e r e  u n d e r  l e s s  
c o n c l u s i v e  c o n d i t i o n s . *  M y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  c a s e s  W i l l  f in d  

t h e i r  d u e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r k  I  a m  a b o u t  t o  p u b l i s h .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p l a n  a d o p t e d  o n  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s , — a  p l a n  

w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  i t  o f f e n d e d  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  s o m e  c r i t i c s ,  1 
h a v e  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  k n o w - w a s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  
"  Q u a r t e r l y  J o u r n a l  o f  s c i e n c e , " — I  i n t e n d e d  t o  e m b o d y  t h e  r e ­
s u l t s  o f  m y  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h i s  
j o u r n a l .  H o w e v e r ,  o n  g o i n g  o v e r  m y  n o t e s ,  I  f i n d  6 u c h  a  w e a l t h  
o f  f a c t s ,  s u c h  a  s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  s o  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a  
m a s s  o f  t e s t i m o n y ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  m a r s h a l l e d  i n  
o r d e r ,  t h a t  I  c o u l d  f i l l  s e v e r a l  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  ‘ ‘ Q u a r t e r l y . ’ 1 1 
m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  c o n t e n t  o n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  a n  o u t l i n e  o n l y  
o f  m y  l a b o u r s ,  l e a v i n g  p r o o f s  a n d  f u l l  d e t a i l s  t o  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n .

M y  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t  w i l l  b e  t o  p l a c e  o n  r e c o r d  a  s e r i e s  o f  a c t u a l  
o c c u r r e n c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  m y  o w n  h o u s e ,  i n  t h e  p r e ­
s e n c e  o f  t r u s t w o r t h y  w i t n e s s e s ,  a n d  u n d e r  a s  s t r i c t  t e s t  c o n d i t i o n s  
a s  I  c o u l d  d e v i s e .  E v e r y  f a c t  w h i c h  I  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  i s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  
c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  o b s e r v e r s  a t  o t h e r  
t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s .  I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  a r e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
a s t o u n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  s e e m  u t t e r l y  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  w i t h  a l l  
k n o w n  t h e o r i e s  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e .  H a v i n g  s a t i s f i e d  m y s e l f  o f  
t h e i r  truth, i t  w o u l d  b e  m o r a l  c o w a r d i c e  t o  w i t h h o l d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  
b e c a u s e  m y  p r e v i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  r i d i c u l e d  b y  c r i t i c s  a n d  
o t h e r s  w h o  k n e w  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  w h o  w e r e  
t o o  p r e ju d i c e d  t o  s e e  a n d  j u d g e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
t h e r e  w a s  t r u t h  i n  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  ;  I  s h a l l  s t a t e  s i m p l y  w h a t  I  
h a v e  s e e n  a n d  p r o v e d  b y  r e p e a t e d  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  t e s t ,  a n d  “ I  
h a v e  y e t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  i t  i s  i r r a t i o n a l  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  

c a u s e s  o f  u n e x p l a i n e d  p h e n o m e n a . "
A t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t .  I  m u s t  c o r r e c t  o n e  o r  t w o  e r r o r s  w h i c h  

h a v e  t a k e n  f i r m  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  m i n d .  O n e  i s  t h a t  d a rk -  
ness i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n a .  T h i s  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  t h e  c a s e .  
E x c e p t  w h e r e  d a r k n e s s  h a s  b e e n  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n ,  a s  v p t h  
s o m e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  l u m i n o u s  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a n d  i n  a  f e w  
o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  r e c o r d e d  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  the light.
I n  t h e  f e w  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  n o t e d  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  
d a r k n e s s  I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  f a c t  ;  m o r e ­
o v e r  s o m e  s p e c i a l  r e a s o n s  c a n  b e  s h o w n  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  l i g h t ,  
o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  u n d e r  s u c h  p e r f e c t  t e s t  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  h a s  n o t  r e a l l y  

w e a k e n e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e
A n o t h e r  c o m m o n  e r r o r  i s  t h a t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  c a n  b e  w i t n e s s e d  

o n l y  a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s , — i n  t h e  r o o m s  o f  t h e  m e d i u m ,  o r  
a t  h o u r s  p r e v i o u s l y  a r r a n g e d  ; a n d  a r g u i n g  f r o m  t h i s  e r r o n e o u s  
s u p p o s i t i o n ,  a n  a n a l o g y  h a s  b e e n  i n s i s t e d  o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p h e n o ­
m e n a  c a l l e d  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h e  f e a t s  o f  l e g e r d e m a i n  b v  p r o f e s s i o n a l

c o n j u r o r s  "  a n d  “  w i z a r d s , "  e x h i b i t e d  o n  t h e i r  o w n  p l a t f o r m  a n d  

s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a l l  t h e  a p p l i a n c e s  o f  t h e i r  a r t .
T o  s h o w  h o w  f a r  t h i s  i s  f r o m  t h e  t r u t h ,  I  n e e d ,  o n l y  s a y  t h a t ,  

w i t h  v e r y  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  m a n y  h u n d r e d s  o f  f a c t s  I  a m  p r e ­
p a r e d  t o  a t t e s t , — f a c t s  w h i c h  t o  i m i t a t e  b y  k n o w n  m e c h a n i c a l  o r  
p h y s i c a l  m e a n s  w o u l d  b a f f l e  t h e  s k i l l  o f  a  H o u d i n ,  a  B o s c o ,  o r  a n  
A n d e r s o n ,  b a c k e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  e l a b o r a t e  m a c h i n e r y  
a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  y e a r s , — h a v e  a l l  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  m y  o w n  h o u s e ,  
a t  t i m e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  m y s e l f ,  a n d  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  
a b s o l u t e l y  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  v e r y  s i m p l e s t  i n s t r u ­

m e n t a l  a i d s .  ,  . . ,
A  t h i r d  e r r o r  i s  t h a t  t h e  m e d i u m  m u s t  s e l e c t  h i s  o w n  c i r c l e  o i  

f r i e n d s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s  a t  a  séance  ; t h a t  t h e s e ,  f r i e n d s  m u s t  b e  
t h o r o u g h  b e l i e v e r s  i l l  t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h a t e v e r  d o c t r i n e  t h e  m e d i u m  
e n u n c i a t e s  ; a n d  t h a t  conditions  a r e  i m p o s e d  o n  a n y  p e r s o n  p r e ­
s e n t  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t u r n  o f  m i n d ,  w h i c h  e n t i r e l y  p r e c l u d e  
a c c u r a t e  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t r i c k e r y  a n d  d e c e p t i o n .  I n  
r e p l y  t o  t h i s ,  I  c a n  s t a t e  t h a t  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r y  f e w  
c a s e s  t o  w h i c h  I  h a v e  a l l u d e d  i n  a  p r e v i o u s  p a r a g r a p h  w h e r e ,  
w h a t e v e r  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  m o t i v e  f o r  e x c l u s i v e n e s s ,  i t  c e r ­
t a i n l y  w a s  n o t  t h e  v e i l i n g  o f  d e c e p t i o n ) ,  I  h a v e  c h o s e n  m y  o w n  

c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s ,  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  a n y  h a r d - h e a d e d  u n b e l i e v e r  
w h o m  I  p l e a s e d ,  a n d  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  i m p o s e d  m y  o w n  t e r m s ,  w h i c h  
h a v e  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  c h o s e n  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f r a u d .  
H a v i n g  g r a d u a l l y  a s c e r t a i n e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  f a c i l ­
i t a t e  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t b e  p h e n o m e n a ,  m y  m o d e s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  
t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  e q u a l ,  a n d ,  m -  

d e e d ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  w i t h  m o r e ,  s u c c e s s  t h a n  o n  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  
w h e r e ,  t h r o u g h  m i s t a k e n  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  
t r i f l i n g  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p o s e d  m i g h t  r e n d e r  l e s s  

e a s y  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  o f  f r a u d .  .
I  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  d a r k n e s s  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  

w e l l - a s c e r t a i n e d  f a c t  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  f o r c e  i s  w e a k  a  b r i g h t  l i g h t  
e x e r t s  a n  i n t e r f e r i n g  a c t i o n  o n  s o m e  o f -  t h e  p h e n o m e n a .  T h e  
p o w e r  p o s s e s s e d  b y  M r .  H o m e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  t o  w i t h s t a n d  
t h i s  a n t a g o n i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  a l w a y s  o b j e c t s  t o  
d a r k n e s s  a t  h i s  stances. I n d e e d ,  e x c e p t  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s ,  w h e n ,  
f o r  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  m y  o w n ,  l i g h t  w a s  e x c l u d e d ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  w h i c h  1  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  w i t h  h i m  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
l i g h t !  I  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  t e s t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
l i g h t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  a n d  c o l o u r s ,  s u c h  a s  s u n - l i g h t ,  d i f f u s e d  

• I n  t h i s  p a p e r  I  g iv e  u s e  n o  a r g u iu c u U  d r a w n  t h e «
e x r e p t io u M  c a s e a  « u t f f i U  e i « o n I t  .S i g h t  b e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  
im m e n s e  n u m b e r  o f  f a c t s  I  h a v e  a c c u m u la t e d  w e r e  p r in c ip a l ly  o b t a in e d  o n  
t h o  fe w  o c c a s io n s  h e r o  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  a n d  t h e  o b je c t io n  w o u ld  n a t u r a l ly  a r l s a  
o f  in s u f f ic ie n c y  o f  s c r u t  in y  f r o m  w a n t  o f  t im e .  *
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( l a y - l i g h t ,  m o o n - l i g h t ,  g a s ,  l a m p ,  n n d  c a n d l e - l i g h t ,  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  
f r o m  a  v a c u u m  t i l i n ' ,  n o m o g c m i s  y e l l o w  l i g h t .  &c. T h e  i n t e r f e r ­
i n g  r a y s  n p | > ca r  t o  b e  t h o s e  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m .

I  n o w  p r o c e e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  s o m e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  h a v e  
c o m e  u n d e r  m y  n o t i c e ,  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  t h e  s i m p l e  t o  t h e  m o r e  
c o m p l e x ,  a n d  b r i e f l y  g i v i n g  u n d e r  e a c h  h e a d i n g  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  s o m e  
o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  b r i n g  f o r w a r d .  M y  r e n d e r s  w i l l  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  c a s e s  s p e c i a l l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  
t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  Hi my men limin’, in the light, 
a m i irith  only p r ira te  fr ien d s  presen t  I n - s id e s  t h e  m e d i u m .  I n  t h e  
c o n t e m p l a t e d  v o l u m e  1 p r o ] m s c  t o  g i v e  i n  f a l l  d e t a i l  t h e  t e s t s  a n d  

p r e c a u t i o n s  a d o p t e d  o n  e a c h  o c c a s i o n ,  w i t h  n a m e s  o f  w i t n e s s e s .
1 o n l y  b r i e f l y  a l l u d e  t o  t h e m  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,

C l a s s  I.
Thr Movement o f  Hearty H odies frith Contact, but without 

M echanical Exertion.
T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s i m p l e s t  f o r m s  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o b s e r v e d .

I t  v a r i e s  i n  d e g r e e  f r o m  a  q u i v e r i n g  o r  v i b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o o m  a n d  
i t s  c o n t e n t s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  r i s i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r  o f  a  h e a v y  b o d y  w h e n  
t h e  h a n d  i s  p l a c e d  o n  i t .  T h e  r e t o r t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i f  p e o p l e  a r e  
t o u c h i n g  a  t h i n g  w h e n  i t  m o v e s ,  t h e y  p u s h  i t ,  o r  p u l l  i t ,  o r  l i f t  i t ;
1 h a v e  p r o v e d  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y ' t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  e a s e  i n  n u m e r ­
o u s  i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  e v i d e n c e  I a t t a c h  l i t t l e  i m p o r t ­
a n c e  t o  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  p h e n o m e n a  b y  i t s e l f ,  a n d  o n l y  m e n t i o n  t h e m  
a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  o t h e r  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  k i n d ,  b u t  w i t h ­
o u t  c o n t n c t .

T h e s e  m o v e m e n t s  ( a n d  i n d e e d  I  m a y  s a y  t h e  s a m e  o f  e v e r y  k i n d  
o f  p h e n o m e n o n )  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p r e c e d e d  b y  a  p e c u l i n r  c o l d  a i r ,  
s o m e t i m e s  a m o u n t i n g  t o  a  d e c i d e d  w i n d .  1 h a v e  h a d  s h e e t s  o f  
p a p e r  b l o w n  a b o u t  b y  i t ,  a n d  a  t h e r m o m e t e r  l o w e r e d  s e v c r n l  
d e g r e e s .  O n  s o m e  o c c a s i o n s ,  w h i c h  I  w i l l  s u b s e q u e n t l y  g i v e  m o r e  
i n  d e t a i l ,  I  h a v e  n o t  d e t e c t e d  a n y  a c t u a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  
t h e  c o l d  h a s  b e e n  s o  i n t e n s e  t h a t  I  c o u l d  o n l y  c o m p a r e  i t  t o  t h a t  
f e l t  w h e n  t h e  h a n d  l i a s  b e e n  w i t h i n  a  f e w  i n c h e s  o f  f r o z e n  m e r ­
c u r y .

C l a s s  I I .
The Phenomena o f  P erm  mi re an d  other A llied  Sound*.

T h e  p o p u l a r  n a m e  o f  “  r a p s  "  c o n v o y s  a  v e r y  e r r o n e o u s  i m p r e s ­
s i o n  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  p h e n o m e n a .  A t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  d u r i n g  m y  
e x p e r i m e n t s ,  I  h a v e  h e a r d  d e l i c a t e  t i c k s ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a  
p i n ;  a  c a s c a d e  o f  s h a r p  s o u n d s  a s  f r o m  a n  i n d u c t i o n  c o i l  i n  f u l l  
w o r k ;  d e t o n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a i r ;  s h a r p  m e t a l l i c  t a p s  ; a  c r a c k i n g  
l i k e  t h a t  h e a r d  w h e n  a  f r i c t i o n a l  m a c h i n e  i s  a t  w o r k  ; s o u n d s  l i k e  
s c r a t c h i n g  ; t h e  t w i t t e r i n g  a s  o f  a  b i r d ,  k c .

T h e s e  s o u n d s  a r e  n o t i c e d  w i t h  a l m o s t  e v e r y  m e d i u m ,  e a c h  h n v -  
i n g  a  s p e c i a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  ; t h e y  a r c  m o r e  v a r i e d  w i t h  M r .  H o m e ,  
b u t  f o r  p o w e r  n n d  c e r t a i n t y  1 h a v e  m e t  w i t h  n o  o n e  w h o  a t  a l l  
a p p r o a c h e d  M i s s  K n t c  F o x .  F o r s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  I  e n jo y e d  n l m o s t  

u n l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t e s t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  p h e n o m e n a  o c c u r r i n g  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  l a d y ,  a n d  I  e s p e c i a l l y  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p h e n o ­
m e n a  o f  t h e s e  s o u n d s .  W i t h  m e d i u m s ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  s i t  f o r  a  f o r m a l  seance  b e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  i s  h e a r d  ; b u t  i n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  M i s s  F o x  i t  s e e m s  o n l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h e r  t o  p l a c e  h e r  h a n d  
o n  a n y  s u b s t a n c e  f o r  l o u d  t h u d s  t o  b e  h e a r d  i n  i t ,  l i k e n  t r i p l e

fu l s a t i o n ,  s o m e t i m e s  lo u d  e n o u g h  t o  b e  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  r o o m s  o f f .  
n  t h i s  m a n n e r  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e m  i n  a  l i v i n g  t r e e — o n  a  s h e e t  o f  

g l a s s — o n  a  s t r e t c h e d  i r o n  w i r e — o n  a  s t r e t c h e d  m e m b r a n e — a  

t a m b o u r i n e — o n  t h e  r o o f  o f  n  c n b — a n d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  a  t h e a t r e .  
M o r e o v e r ,  a c t u a l  c o n t a c t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  n e c e s s a r y  ;  I  h a v e  h a d  
t h e s e  s o u n d s  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  t h e  f lo o r ,  w a l l s ,  & c . ,  w h e n  t h e  m e ­
d i u m 's  h a n d  a n d  f e e t  w e r e  h e l d — w h e n  s h e  w a s  s t a n d i n g  o n  a  
c h a i r — w h e n  s h e  w a s  s u s p e n d e d  i n  a  s w i n g  f r o m  t h e  c e i l i n g —  
w h e n  s h e  w a s  e n c l o s e d  i n  a  w i r e  c a g e — a n d  w h e n  s h e  h a d  f a l l e n  
f a i n t i n g  o n  a  s o f a .  I  b a v o  h e a r d  t h e m  o n  a  g l a s s  h a r m o n i c o n —
I  h n v o  f e l t  t h e m  o n  m y  o w n  s h o u l d e r  a n d  u n d e r  m y  o w n  h a n d s .
I  h a v e  h e n r d  t h e m  o n  a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r ,  h e l d  b e t w e e u  t h e  f i n g e r s  
b y  a  p i e c e  o f  t h r e a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  o n e  c o m e r .  W i t h  n  f u l l  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  t h e o r i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s t a r t e d ,  
c h i e f l y  i n  A m e r i c a ,  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  s o u n d s ,  I  h a v o  t e s t e d  t h e m  
i  n  e v e r y  w a y  t h a t  I  c o u l d  d o v i s e ,  u n t i l  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  e s c a p e  
f r o m  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t r u e  o b j e c t i v e  o c c u r r e n c e s  n o t  
p r o d u c e d  b y  t r i c k e r y  o r  m e c h a n i c a l  m e a n s .

A n  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  h e r e  f o r c e s  i t s e l f  u p o n  t h e  a t t e n t i o n .  
A re the movements an d  soundt g oeem ed  by intelligence?  A t  a  
v e r y  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  e n q u i r y ,  i t  w a s  s e e n  t h a t  t l i o  p o w e r  p r o ­
d u c i n g  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  b l i n d  f o r c e ,  b u t  w a s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o r  g o v e r n e d  b y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ;  t h u s  t h e  s o u n d s  t o  
w h i c h  I  h a v e  j u b t  a l l u d e d  w i l l  b e  r e p e a t e d  a  d e f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  
t i m e s ,  t h e y  w i l l  c o m e  l o u d  o r  f a i n t ,  n n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l n c c s  a t  r e ­
q u e s t  ; a n d  b y  a  p r e - a r r a n g e d  c o d e  o f  s i g n a l s ,  q u e s t i o n s  n r o  
a n s w o r a l ,  a n d  m e s s n g e s  g i v e n  w i t h  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a c c u r a c y .

T h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  i s  s o m e t i m e s  m a n i ­
f e s t l y  b e l o w  t h a t  o f  t h e  m e d i u m .  I t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o ­
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  m e d i u m  ; w h e n  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  h a s  
b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  m i g h t  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
q u i t e  r i g h t ,  I  h a v e  k n o w n  u r g e n t  m e s s a g e s  g i v e n  t o  i n d u c e  a  r e ­
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  s o m e t i m e s  o f  s u c h  a  c h a r a c t e r  
a s  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  - d o c s  n o t  e m a n a t e  f r o m  a n y  p e r s o n  
p r e s e n t .

S e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  c a n  b o  g i v e n  t o  p r o v e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
b u t  t h o  s u b j e c t  w i l l  b o . r n o r o  f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  w h e n  
t r e a t i n g  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h o  i n t e l l i g e n c e .

C l a s s  I I I .
T h e  A l t e r a t i o n  o f  W e ig h ts  o f  S a d i e s .

I  h a v o  r e p e a t e d  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  j o u r ­
n a l ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s ,  a n d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  m e d i u m s .  I  n e e d  n o t  
f u r t h e r ,  a l l u d e  t o  t h e m  h e r e .

'  C l a s s  I V .

h fo c c m c n t s  o f  B e a t y  S u b s t a n c e s  w h en  a t  a  D is t a n c e  f r o m  th e
M ed iu m .

T h o  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  h e a v y  b o d i e s ,  s u c h  n s  t a b l e s ,  c h a i r s ,  
s o f a s ,  k o .,  h a v e  b e e n  m o v e d ,  w h e n  t h e  m e d i u m  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
t o u c h i n g  t h e m ,  a r e  v e r y  n u m o r o u s .  I  w i l l  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n  a  f e w  
o f  t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g .  M y  o w n  o h a i r  h a s  b e e n  t w i s t e d  p a r t l y  r o u n d ,  
w h i l s t  m y  f e e t  w e r e  o f f  t h e  f l o o r .  A  c h a i r  w a s  s e e n  b y  a l l  p r e s e n t  
t o  m o v o  s l o w l y  u p  t o  t h e  t a b l e  f r o m  a  f a r  c o m e r ,  w h e r e  a l l  w e r e  
w a t c h i n g  i t ;  o n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  a n  a r m  c h a i r  m o v e d  t o  w h e r e  
w e  w o r e  s i t t i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  m o v e d  s l o w l y  b a c k  a g a i n  ( a  d i s t a n c e  o f  
a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t )  a t  m y  r e q u e s t .  O n  t h r e e  s u c c e s s i v e  e v e n i n g s  a  
s m a l l  t a b l e - m o v e d  s l o w l y  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m ,  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i o h

I h a d  s p e c i a l l y  p r e - a r r a n g e d ,  s o  n s  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  o b je c t i o n  « -m  "i 

m i g h t  b e  r a i s e d  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  I  h a v e  h a d  s e v e r a l  r o t i i t i t '  "  
o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  D ia l e C u 'S l  
S o c i e t y  t o  b e  c o n c l u s i v e ,  v . z . .  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  a  h e a v y  t a b l e  i 
f u l l  l i g h t ,  t h e  c h a i r s  t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  b a c k s  t o  t h e  t a b l e ,  a b o u t '"  
f o o t  o f f .  a n d  e a c h  p e r s o n  k n e e l i n g  o n  h i s  c h n i r ,  w i t h  h a n d 's  r c s t i i  *  
o v e r  t h e  b a c k s  o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  b u t  n o t  t o u c h i n g  t h e  t a b l e .  O n  o n e  
o c c a s i o n  t h i s  l o o k  p l a c e  w h e n  I  w a s  m o v i n g  a b o u t  s o  a s  t o  s i ,  
h o w  e v e r y o n e  w a s  p l a c e d .

Class V.
The Hieing o f  Table* an d  Chairs o f f  the Ground, without Contact 

w ith  an y  Person.
A  r e m a r k  i s  g e n e r a l l y  m a d e  w h e n  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  a r c  

m e n t i o n e d .  W h y  i s  i t  o n l y  t a b l e s  a n d  c h a i r s  w h i c h  d o  t h e s e  t h i n g s ’ 
W h y  i s  t h i s  p r o j i c r t y  p e c u l i a r  t o  f u r n i t u r e I  m i g h t  r e p l y  t h a t  
I  o n l y  o b s e r v e  n n d  r e c o r d  f a c t s ,  a n d  d o  n o t  p r o f e s s  t o  e n t e r  in t o  
t h e  W h y  a n d  W h e r e f o r e  ; b u t  i n d e e d  i t  w i l l  b e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i f  a  
h e a v y  i n a n i m a t e  b o d y  i n  a n  o r d i n a r y  d i n i n g - r o o m  l i a s  t o  r i s e  o ff 
t h e  f l o o r ,  i t  c a n n o t  v e r y  w e l l  b e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  a  t a b l e  o r  a  
c h a i r .  T h a t  t h i s  p r o p e n s i t y  i s  n o t  s p e c i a l l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  f u r n i t u r e .
I  h a v e  a b u n d a n t  e v i d e n c e ;  b u t .  l i k e  o t h e r  e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e m o n ­
s t r a t o r s ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  p o w e r ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  m a y  l ie .  w h ic h  
p r o d u c e s  t h i s  p h e n o m e n a  c a n  o n l y  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w h ic h  
a r c  a v a i l a b l e .

O n  f i v e  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s ,  a  h e a v y  d i n i n g - t a b l e  r o s e  b e t w e e n  a 
f e w  i n c h e s  n n d  1 J  f e e t  o f f  t h e  f lo o r ,  u n d e r  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
w h i c h  r e n d e r e d  t r i c k e r y  i m p o s s i b l e .  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c n s i o n ,  n  h e a v y  
t a b l e  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  i n  f u l l  l i g h t ,  w h i l e  1 w q s  h o l d i n g  t h e  
m e d i u m 's  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t .  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  t h e  t a b l e  ro se  
f r o m  t h e  f l o o r ,  n o t  o n l y  w h e n  n o  p e r s o n  w a s  t o u c h i n g  i t ,  b u t 
u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  1 h a d  p r e - a r r a n g e d  s o  a s  t o  a s s u r e  u n q u e s ­
t i o n a b l e  p r o o f  o f  t h e  f a c t .

Class VI.
The Levitation  o f  H um an living*.

T h i s  h a s  o c c u r r e d  i n  m y  p r e s e n c e  o n  f o u r  o c c a s i o n s  i n  d a r k n e s s .  
T h e  t e s t  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y  t o o k  p l n c c  w e r e  q u i t e  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y ,  s o  f a r  n s  t h e  ju d g m e n t  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  ; b u t  o c u l a r  d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  f a c t  i s  s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i s t u r b  o u r  p r o - fo r m e d  
o p i n i o n s  a s  t o  " t h e  n a t u r a l l y  p o s s i b l e  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e , "  t h a t  I  w i l l  
h e r e  o n l y  m e n t i o n  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  d e d u c t i o n s  o f  r e a s o n  w e r e  
c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s i g h t .

O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  1 w i t n e s s e d  a  c h a i r ,  w i t h  a  l a d y  s i t t i n g  o n  i t ,  
r i s e  s e v c r n l  i n c h e s  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d .  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  t o  a v o id  
t h e  s u s p i c i o n  o f  t h i s  l i v i n g  i n  s o m e  w a y  p e r f o r m e d  b y  h e r s e l f ,  t h e  
l a d y  k n e l t  o n  t h e  c h a i r  i n  s u c h  m a n n e r  t h a t  i t s  f o u r  f e e t  w e r e  
v i s i b l e  t o  u s .  I t  t h e n  r o s e  a b o u t  t h r e e  i n c h e s ,  r e m a i n e d  s u s p e n d e d  
f o r  a b o u t  t e n  s e c o n d s ,  a n d  t h e n  s l o w l y  d e s c e n d e d .  A t  a n o t h e r  
t i m e  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  o n  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s ,  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  w i th  
t h e i r  c h n i r s ,  i n  f u l l  d n y l i g h t ,  u n d e r  ( t o  m e )  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  ; f o r  I  w a s  k n e e l i n g  a n d  k e e p i n g  c l o s e  w a t c h  u p o n  t h e  
f e e t  o f  t h e  c h n i r .  a n d  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  n o  o n e  m i g h t  t o u c h  t h e m .

T h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  c a s e s  o f  l e v i t a t i o n  w h i c h  I  h a v e  w i tn e s s e d  
h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  M r .  H o m e .  O n  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s  h a v e  1 
s e e n  h i m  r a i s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  r o o m . O n c e  
s i t t i n g  i n  a n  e a s y  c h a i r ,  o n c e  k n e e l i n g  o n  h i s  c h n i r ,  n n d  o n c e  
s t a n d i n g  u p .  O n  e a c h  o c c a s i o n  I  b a d  f u l l  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w a t c h ­
i n g  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  a s  i t  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

T h e r e  n r c  a t  l e a s t  a  h u n d r e d  r e c o r d e d  i n s t a n c e s  o f  M r .  H o m e 's  
r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  n s  m a n y  s e p a r a t e  jw r- 
s o n s .  n n d  I  h a v e  h e a r d  f r o m  t h e  l i p s  o f  t h o  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  
m o s t  s t r i k i n g  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h i s  k i n d — t h e  E a r l  o f  D u n r a v e n , 
L o r d  L i n d s a y ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  C .  W y n n e , — t h e i r  o w n  m o s t  m in u t e  
a c c o u n t s  o f  w l i n t  t o o k  p l a c e .  T o  r e j e c t  t h e  r e c o r d e d  e v i d e n c e  o n  
t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  t o  r e j e c t  a l l  h u m a n  t e s t i m o n y  w h a t e v e r ;  f o r  n o  
f a c t  i n  s a c r e d  o r  p r o f a n c e  h i s t o r y  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  s t r o n g e r  a r r a y  

o f  p r o o fB .
T h e  a c c u m u l a t e d  t e s t i m o n y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  M r .  H o m o 's  l e v i t a t i o n s  

i s  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  I t  i s  g r e a t l y  t o  b e  d e s i r e d  t h a t  s o m e  p e r s o n , 
w h o s e  e v i d e n c e  w o u l d  b e  n c c e p t c d  n s  c o n c l u s i v e  b y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i r  
w o r l d — i f  i n d e e d  t h e r e  l i v e s  a  p e r s o n  w h o s e  t e s t i m o n y  in favour 
o f  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n — w o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  n n d  p a t ie n t ly  
e x a m i n e  t h e s e  a l l e g e d  f a c t s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  e y e - w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e s e  
l e v i t a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  l i v i n g ,  a n d  w o u l d ,  d o u b t l e s s ,  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g iv e  
t h e i r  e v i d e n c e .  H u t ,  i n  a  f e w  y e a r s ,  s u c h  d irect  e v i d e n c e  w i l l  b e  
d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d ,

C l a s s  V I I .
Morement o f  Various Sm all A rtic les  w ithout contact with any 

Person.
U n d e r  t h i s  h e a d i n g  I  p r o p o s e  t o  d e s c r i b o  s o m e  s p e c i a l  p h e n o ­

m e n a  w h i c h  I  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d .  I  c a n  d o  l i t t l e  m o r e  h e r e  th a n  
a l l u d e  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  f a c t s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h ,  b e  i t  r e ­
m e m b e r e d ,  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  r e n d e r  t r i c k e r y  
i m p o s s i b l e .  B u t  i t  i s  i d l e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  t o  t r i c k e r y ,  
f o r  I  w o u l d  a g a i n  r e m i n d  m y  r e a d e r s  t h a t  w h a t  I  r e l a t e  h a s  n o t  
b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  m e d i u m ,  b u t  iu  m y  o w n  
h o u s e ,  w h e r e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e .  A  m e d iu m , 
w a l k i n g  i n t o  m y  d i n i n g - r o o m ,  c a n n o t ,  w h i l e  s e a t e d  i n  o n e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  r o o m  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  k e e n l y  w a t c h i n g  h i m ,  b y  t r i c k ­
e r y  m a k e  a n  a c c o r d c o n  p l a y j i n  m y  o w n  h a n d  w h e n  I  h o l d  i t  k e y s  
d o w n w a r d s ,  o r  c a u s e  t h e  s a m e  a c c o r d c o n  t o  f l o a t  a b o u t  t h e  r o o m  
p l a y i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m o .  H e  c a n n o t  i n t r o d u c e  m a c h i n e r y  w h i c h  w in  
w a v e  w i n d o w - c u r t a i n s  o r  p u l l  u p  V e n e t i a n  b l i n d s  8  f e e t  o f f ,  t i c  a  
k n o t  i n  a  h a n d k e r c h i e f  a n d  p l a c e  i t  i n  a  f a r  c o m e r  o f  t h e  r o o m , 
s o u n d  n o t e s  o n  a . d i s t a n t  p i a n o ,  c a u s e  a  c a r d - p l a t e  t o  f l o a t  a b o u t  
t h e  r o o m ,  r a i s e  a  w a t e r - b o t t l e  n n d  t u m b l e r  f r o m  t h o  t a b l e ,  m a k e  
a  c o r a l  n e c k l a c e  r i s e  o n  e n d ,  c a u s e  a  f a n  t o  m o v o  a b o u t  a n d  f a n  
t h e  c o m p a n y ,  o r  s e t  i n  m o t i o n  a  p e n d u l u m  w h e n  e n c l o s e d  i n  a  

g l a s s  c a s e  f i r m l y  c e m e n t e d  t o  t h e  w a l l .
C l a s s  V U L

L u m in o u s  A p p e a r a n c e s . .
T h e s e ,  b e i n g  r a t h e r  f a i n t ,  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h o  r o o m  t o  o c

d a r k e n e d .  I  n e e d  s c a r c e l y  r e m i n d  m y  r e a d e r s  a g a i n  t h a t ,  u n u c  

t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  I  h a v e  t a k e n  p r o p e r  p r e c a u t i o n s  t o  a v o t d b a n g  
i m p o s e d  | u p o n  b y  .p h o s p h o r i s e d  o i l  o r  o t h e r  m e a n s .  M o r e o v e r ,  
m a n y  o f  t h e s e  l i g h t «  a r e  s u c h  a s  I  h a v o  t r i e d  t o  i m i t a t e  a r t i n c  

a l l y ,  b u t  e n n n o t .
U n d e r  t h o  s t r i c t e s t  t e s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  I  h a v e  s e e n  a  s o l i d ,  s  

l u m i n o u s  b o d y ,  t h o  s i z e  a n d  n e a r l y  t h e  s h a p o  o f  a  t u r k e y  s  e g g , 
f l o a t  n o i s o l c s s l y  a b o u t  t h e  r o o m ,  a t  o n o  t i m o  h i g h e r  t h a n  a n y  o n e  
p r e s e n t  c o u l d  r o a c h  s t a n d i n g  o n  t i p t o e ,  n n d  t h e n  g o n t l y  a e s c c u
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to the floor. It was visible for more than ten minutes, and before 
It  faded away it struck the table three times with a sound like 
that of a hard, solid body. During this time the medium was 
Tying back, apparently insensible, in an easy chair.
■ 1 have seen luminous points of light darting about and settling 
0n the heads of different persons ; 1 have had questions answered 
by the flashing of a bright light a desired number of times in from 
of my face. I have seen 8Parks of light rising from the table to 
the ceding, and again falling upon the table, striking it with an 
audible sound, i have hail an alphabetic communication given 
by luminous flashes occurring liefore me in the air. whilst my 
hand was moving about amongst them. 1 have seen a luminous 
Cloud floating upwards to a picture. Under the strictest test con­
ditions, I have more than once had a solid, self-luminous, crvstal- 
linc body placed in my hand by a hand which did not belong to 
any person in the room. In the light, 1 have seen a luminous 
cloud hover over a heliotro|ie on a side table, break a sprig off, 
and carry the sprig to a lady ; and on some occasions I have seen 
a similar luminous cloud visibly condense to the form of a hand 
and carry small objects about. These, however, more pro|ierly 
belong to the next class of phenomena.

Cl,a s s  IX .
The Appearance o f  Uatult, either Self-Lim inm it nr Visible by 

Ordinary Light.
The forms of hands are frequently f e l t  at dark nances, or under 

circumstances where they cannot be seen. More rarely I have 
teen the hands. I will here give no instances in which the phe­
nomenon has occurred in darkness, but will simply select a few 
of the numerous instances in which I have seen the hands in tile 
light.

A beautifully-formed small hand rose up from an opening in a 
dining-table, and gave me a flower : it appeared and then dis­
appeared three times at intervals, affording me ample opportunity 
of satisfying myself that is was as real in appearance as my own. 
This occurred in the light in my own room, whilst I was holding 
the medium's hands and feet.

On another occasion, a small hand and arm, like a baby's, ap­
peared playing about a lady who was sitting next to me. It then 
passed to me and patted my arm and pulled my coat several times.

At another time, a finger and thumb were seen to pick the 
petals from a flower in Mr. Home's button-hole, and lay them in 
front of sovcral persons who were sitting near him.

A hand has repeatedly been seen by myself and others playing 
the keys of an accordeon, both of the medium's hands beingTvisible 
at the same time, and sometimes being held by those near him.

The hands and fingers do not always appear to me to be solid 
and life-like. Sometimes, indeed, they present more the appear­
ance of a nebulous cloud partly condensed into the form of a hand. 
This is not equally visible to all present. For instance, a flower 
or other small object is seen to move ; one person present will sec 
a luminous cloud hovering over it, another will detect a nebulous- 
looking hand, whilst others will see nothing at all but the moving 
flower. I have more than once seen, first an object move, then a 
luminous cloud appear to form about it, and, lastly, the cloud 
condense into shape and become a perfectly-formed hand. At 
this stage, the hand is visible to all present. It is not always a 
mere form, but sometimes appears perfectly life-like and graceful, 
the lingers moving and the flesh apparently ns human as that of 
any in the room. At the wrist, or arm, it becomes hazy, and fades 
off into a luminous cloud.

To the touch, the hand sometimes appears icy cold and dead, at 
other times, warm and life-like, grasping my own with the firm 
pressure of an old friend.

I have retained one of these hands in my own. firmly resolved 
not to let it escape. There was no struggle or effort made to get 
loose, biit it gradually seemed to resolve itself into vapour, and 
faded in that manner from my grasp.

C l a s s  X .
D irect Writing.

This is the term employed to express writing which is not pro­
duced by any person present. I  have had words and messages re­
peatedly written on privately-marked paper, under the most rigid 
test conditions, and have heard the pencil moving over the paper 
in the dark. The conditions—pre-arranged by myself—have been 
so strict as to be equally convincing to my mind ns if I had seen 
the written characters formed. But as space will not allow me 
to enter into full particulars, I will merely select two instances in 
which my eyes as well ns cars were witnesses to the operation.

The first instance which I shall give took place, it is true, nt a 
dark tcance, tut the result was not less satisfactory on that ac­
count. I was sitting next to the medium, Miss Fox, the only- 
other persons present being my wife and a lady relative, and I was 
holding the medium’s two hands in one of mine, whilst her feet 
were resting on my feet. Paper was on the table before us, and 
my disengaged hand was holding a pencil. "

A luminous hand came down from the upper part of the room, 
and after hovering* near me for a few seconds, took .the pencil 
from my hand, rapidly wrote on a sheet of paper, threw the pencil 
down, and then rose up over our heads, gradually fading into
darkness.

My second instance may be considered the record of failure. '* A 
good failure often teaches more than the most successful experi­
ment." It took place in the light, in my own room, with only a 
few private friends and Mr. Home present. Several circum­
stances, to which I  need not further allude, had shown that the 
power that evening was strong. I  therefore expressed a wish to 
witness the actual production of a written message such as I had 
heard described a short time before by a friend. Immediately an 
alphabetic communication was made as follows—“ We will try." 
A pencil and some sheets of paper had been lying on the centre of 
the table; .presently the pencil rose up on itspoint,andafteradvan- 
cing by hesitating jerks to the paper fell down. It then rose and 
again fell. A third time it tried, but with nd better result. After threo 
unsuccessful attempts, a small wooden lath, which was lying nenr 
upon the table, slid towards the pencil, and rose a few inches from 
the tablo ; the pencil rose again, and propping itself against the 
lath, the two together made an effort to mark the paper. It  fell, 
and then a joint effort was again made. After a third trial the 
lath gave it up and moved back to its place, the pencil lay as it 
fell across the paper, and an alphabetic message told us—“ We

have tried to do xs you asked, but our power is exhausted."
C l a s s  XI.

Phantom F om a  and Facet.
These arc the rarest of the phenomena 1 have witnessed. The 

conditions requisite for their appearance appear to be so delicate, 
and such trifles interfere with their production, that only on very 
few occasion- have 1 witnessed them unde! satisfactory test con­
ditions. I will mention two of these cases.

In the dusk uf the evening, during a te n u r e  with Mr. Home at 
my house, the curtains of a window about eight feet from Mr. 
Home were seen to move. A dark, shadowy, semi-transparent 
form, like that of a man, was then seen by all present standing 
near the window, waving the curtain with his hand. As we 
looked, the form faded away and the curtains ceased to move.

The following is a still more striking instance. As in the for­
mer case. Mr. Home was the medium. A phantom form came 
from a corner of the room, took an accordion in its hand, and then 
glided about the room playing the instrument. The form was 
visible to all present for many minutes. Mr. Home also being seen 
at the same time. Coming rather close to a lady who was sitting 
apart from the rest of the company, she gave a slight cry, upon 
which it vanished.

Cl a s s  X I I .
Spccialdm tancet which teem to point to the Agency o f  an E xterior

Intelligence.
It has already been shown that the phenomena are governed by 

an intelligence. It becomes a question of importance as to the 
source of that intelligence. Is it the intelligence of the medium, 
of any of the other persons in the room, or is it an exterior intelli­
gence ? Without wishing at present to speak positively on this 
point, I may say that whilst I have observed many circumstances 
which appear to show that the will and intelligence of the 
medium have much to do with the phenomena,* I have observed 
some circumstances which seem conclusively to point to the 
agency of an outside intelligence, not belonging to any human 
being in the room. Space does not allow me to give her all the 
arguments which can be adduced to prove these points, but I will 
briefly mention one or two circumstances out of many.

I have been present when several phenomena were going on at 
the same time, some being unknown to the medium. I have been 
with Miss Fox when she has been writing a message automati­
cally to one person present, whilst a message to another person on 
another subject was being given alphabetically by means of

raps," and the whole time she was conversing freely with a 
third persoD on a subject totally different from either. Perhaps a 
more striking instance is the following : —

During a seance with Mr. Home, a small lath, which I have be­
fore mentioned, moved across the tablo to me, in the light, and 
delivered a message to me by tapping my hand ; I repeating the 
alphabet, and the lath tapping me at the right letters. The other 
end of thalath was resting on the table, some distance from Mr. 
Home's hands.

The taps were so sharp and clear, and the lath was evidently so 
well under control of the invisible power which was governing its 
movements, that I said, “ Can the intelligence governing the 
motion of this lath change the character of the movements, and 
give me a telegraphic message through the Morse alphabet by 
taps on my hand ?" (I have every reason to believe that the 
Morse code was quite unknown to any other present, and it was 
only imperfectly known to me). Immediately I said this, the 
character of the taps changed, and the message was continued in 
the way I had requested. The letters were given too rapidly for 
me to do more than catch a word here and there, and consequent­
ly I lost the message ; but I heard sufficient to convince me that 
there was a good Morse operator at the other end of the line, 
wherever that might be.

Another instance, A lady was writing automatically by means 
of the planchettc. I was trying to devise a means of proving that 
what she wrote was not due to “ unconscious cerebration." The 
planchette, as it always does, insisted that, although it was moved 
by the hand and arm of the lady, the intelligence was that of an 
invisible being who was playing on her brain as on a musical in- 
struiient, and thus moving her muscles. I therefore said to this 
intelligence, “ Can you see the contents of this room ?" “ Yes," 
wrote the planchette. “ Can you see to read this newspaper ?” 
said I, putting my Huger on a copy of the 'limes, which was on a 
tabic behind me, but without looking nt it. “ Yes," was the re­
ply of the planchette. " Well," I said, if you can see that, write 
the word which is now covered by my finger, and I will believe 
you." The planchette commenced to move. Slowly and with 
great difficulty .tho word " however” was written. I turned round 
and saw that the word “ however" was covered by the tip of my 
finger.

1 had purposely avoided looking at the newspaper when I tried 
this experiment, and it was impossible for the'lady, had she tried, 
to have seen any of the printed words, for she was sitting at one 
table, and the paper was on another table behind, my body inter-
TeniDg* CLASS XU I.

Miscellaneous Occurrence!, o f  a Complex Character.
Under this heading I propose to give several occurrences which 

cannot be otherwise classified owing to their complex character. 
Out of more than a dozen cases, I will select two. The first oc­
curred in the presence of Miss Kate Fox. To render it intelligi­
ble, I must enter into some details.

Miss Fox had promised to give me a seance at my house one 
evening in the spring of last year. Whilst waiting for her, a lady 
relative, with my two eldest sons, aged fourteen and eleven, were 
sitting in the dining room where the seances were always held, 
and I was sitting by myself writing in the library. Hearing a 
cab drive up and the bell ring, I  opened the door to Miss Fox, 
and took her directly into the dining room. She said sho would 
not go upstairs, ns she could not stay very long, but laid her bon­
net and shawl on a chair in the room. I then went to tho dining 
room door, and tolling the two boys to go into the library and 
proceed with their lessons, I closed the door behind {hem, locked

•Ido not wish my meaning to be misunderstood. What I  mean Is, not 
that the medium’s will andinteUlRence are actively employed in any con­
scious or dishonest way in the production of the phenomena, but that they 
sometimes appear to act in an unconsdous manner.
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it, and (according to ray usual custom at seancei) put the key in 
my pocket.

We sat down, Miss Fox being on my right hand and the other 
lady on my left. An alphabetic message was soon given to turn 
the gas out, and we thereupon sat in total darkness, I holding 
Miss Fox's two hands in one of mine the whole time. Very soon 
a  message was given in the following words, "  We arc going to 
bring something to show our power ; and almost immediately 
afterwards, we all heard the tinkling of a bell, not stationary, 
but moving about in all parts of the room : at one time by the 
wall, at another in a further corner of the room, now touching 
me on the head, and now tapping against the floor. After ring­
ing alxmt the room in this manner for fully live minutes, it fell 
u|ion the table close to my hands.

During the time this was going on, no one moved and Miss 
Fox's hands were perfectly quiet. 1 remarked that it could not 
be my little hand bell which was ringing, for I left that in the 
library. (Shortly before Miss Fox came, I had occasion to refer 
to a book, which was lying on a corner of a book-shelf. Tile bell 
was on the book, and 1 put it on one side to get the book. That 
little incident had impressed on my mind the fact of the bell 
being in the library.> The gas was burning brightly in the hall 
outside the dining-room door, so that this could not be opened 
without letting light into the room, even had there been an ac­
complice in the house with a duplicate key, which there cer­
tainly was not.

I struck a light. There, sure enough, was my own bell lying 
on the table before me. I went straight into-the library. A
fiance showed that the bell was not where it ought to have been.

said to my eldest boy, “ Do you know where my little bell is?” 
“ Yes, papa," he replied, “ there it is," pointing to where I had 
laft it. He looked up as he said this, and then continued, " No— 
it’s not there, but it was there a little time ago." " How do you 
mean ?—has anyone come in and taken it ?” “ No." said he, "  no
one has been in ; but I am sure it was there, because when you 
sent us in here out of the dining-room, J. (the youngest boy) 
began ringing it so that f could not go on with my lessons, and I 
told him to stop.” J. corroborated this, and said that, after 
ringing it, he put the bell down where he had found it.

The second circumstance which I will relate occurred in the 
light, one Sunday evening, only Mr. Home and members of my 
family being present. My wife and I had been spending the day 
in the country, and had brought home a few liowers we had 
gathered.. On reaching home, we gave them to a servant to put 
them in water. Mr. Home came soon after, and we at once pro­
ceeded to the dining room. As we were sitting down, a servant 
brought in the liowers which she had arrangetl in a vase. I 
placed it in the centre of tile dining table, which was without a 
cloth. This was the first time Mr. Home had seen these flowers.

After several phenomena had occurred, the conversation turned 
upon some circumstauccs which seemed only explicable on the 
assumption that matter had actually passed through a solid sub­
stance. Thereupon a message was given by means of the alpha­
bet : “ It is impossible for matter to pass through matter, but we 
will show you what we can ’do." We waited in silence. Present­
ly a luminous appearance was seen hovering over the bouquet of 
flowers, and then, in full view .of all present, a piece of china- 
grass 15 inches long, which formed the centre ornament of the 
bouquet, slowly rose from the other flowers, and then descended 
to the table in front of the vase between it ami Mr. Home. It 
did not stop on reaching the table, but went straight through it, 
and we all watched it till it had entirely passed through. Imme­
diately on the disappearance of the grass, my wife, who was sit­
ting nenr Mr, Home, saw a hand come up from under the table 
between them, holding the piece of grass. It tapped her on the 
shoulder two or three times with a sound audible to all, then laid 
the'grass on the floor, and disappcarel. Only two persons saw 
the hand, but all in the room saw the piece of grass moving about 
as I have described. During the time this was taking place, Mr. 
Home’s hands were seen by all to be resting quietly on the table 
in front of him. The place where the grass disappeared was 18 
inches from his hands. The table was a telescope dining-table, 
opening with a screw ; there was no leaf in it, and the junction of 
the two sides formed a narrow crack down the middle. The grass 
had passed through this chink, which I measured, and found to 
be barely ¿th inch wide. The stem of the piece of grass was far 
too thick to enable me to force it through this crack without in­
juring it, yet we had all seen it pass through quietly and smooth­
ly ; and on examination, it did not show the slightest signs of 
pressure or abrasion.

T h e o r i e s  t o  A c c o u n t  f o b  t h e  P h e n o m e n a  O b s e b v e d . 
First Theory.—The .phenomena are all the results of tricks, 

clever mechanical arrangements, or legerdemain ; the mediums 
are impostors, nnd the rest of the company fools.

It is obvious that this theory can only account for a very small 
proportion of the facts observed. I am willing to admit that some 
so-called mediums of whom the public have heard much are arrant 
impostors who have tnken advantage of the public demand for 
spiritualistic excitement to fill their purses with easily earned 
guineas ; whilst others who have no pecuuiary motive for impos­
ture are tempted to cheat, i t  would seem, solely by a  desire for 
notoriety. 1 have met with several cases of imposture, some very 
ingenious, Others so palpable, that no person who has witnessed 
the genuine phenomena could be taken in by them. An enquirer 
into the subject finding one of these cases a t his first initiation 
is disgusted a t  what ho detects a t once to be an imposture ; and 
he not unnaturally gives vent to his feelings, privately or in print, 

^>by a  sweeping denunciation of the whole genus “ medium.” 
Again, with a-thoroughly genuine medium, the first phenomena 
which are observed are-generally slight movements of the table, 
and faint taps under tho medium's hands or feet. These of courso 
are quite easy to be imitated by the medium, or anyone a t the 
table. If, as sometimes occurs, nothing else takes place, the scep­
tical observer goes away with tho firm impression that his superior 
aoutoncss detected cheating on tho part of the medium, who was 
consequently afraid to proceed with any more trioks in Ms pres- 
ence. He, too, writes to the newspapers exposing the whole im­
posture, and probably indulges in moral sentiments about tho Bad 
speotaolo of persons, apparently intelligent, being taken in by 
mpoeture which he doteoted at once.

There is a  wide difference between the tricks of a professional 
conjuror, surrounded by his apparatus, and aided by any number 
of concealed asssistants and confederates, deceiving the senses by 
clever sleight of hand on his own platform, nnd the phenomena 
occurring in the presence of Mr. Home, which take place in the 
light, in a private room that almost up to the commencement of 
the scalier has been occupied as a living room, and surrounded by 
friends of my own, who not only will not countenance the slight, 
cst deception, but who are watching narrowly every thing that 
takes place. Moreover, Mr. Home has frequently been searched 
before nnd after the seances, nnd lie always offers to allow it. 
During the most remarkable occurrences I  have occasionally held 
both his hands, nnd placed my feet on his feet. On no single 
occasion have I proposed a modification of arrangements for the 
purpose of rendering trickery less possible which he has not at 
once assented to, and frequently he has himself drawn attention 
to tests which might be tried.

I speak chiefly of Mr. Home, ns he is so much more powerful 
than most of the other mediums I have experimented with. Hut 
with all I have taken such precautions as place trickery out of 
the list of possible explanations.

lie it remembered that an explanation to be of any value must 
satisfy all the conditions of the problem. I t  is not enough for a 
person, who has perhaps seen only a few of the inferior phenom­
ena, to say ” I  suspect it was all cheating," or, “ I  saw how some 
of the tricks could be done."

Second Theory.—The persons a t a seance are the victims of a 
sort of mania or delusion, nnd imagine phenomena to occur which 
have no real objective existence.

Third Theory.—The whole is the result of conscious or un­
conscious cerebral action.

These two theories are evidently incapable of embracing more 
than a small portion of the phenomena, and they are improbable 
explanations for even those. They may be dismissed very briefly.

1 now approach the “ Spiritual "  theories. I t  must 1« remem­
bered that the word *’ spirits "  is used in a very vague sense by the 
generality of people.

Fourth Theory.—The result of the spirit of the medium, perhops 
in association with the spirits of some or all of the iieoplc 
present.

Fifth Theory.—The actions of evil spirits or devils, personifying 
who or what they please, in order to undermine Christianity ant! 
ruin men's souls.

Sixth Theory.— The actions of a separate order of beings, living 
on this earth, but invisible and immaterial to us. Able, however, 
occasionally to manifest their presence. Known in almost all 
countries uud ages as demons (not necessarily bad), gnomes, 
fairies, kobolds, elves, goblins. Puck, See.

Seventh Theory—The actions of departed human beings—the 
spiritual theory p a r excellence.

Eighth Theory .—(.The Psychic Force Theory). —This is a neces­
sary adjunct to the 1th, 5th, 6th, and 7th theories, rather than a 
theory by itself.

According to this theory th e "  medium," or the circle of jwoplc 
associated together as a  whole, is supposed to possess a force, 
power, influence, virtue, or gift, by means of which intelligent 
iieings are enabled to produce the phenomena observed. What 
these intelligent beings arc is a subject for other theories.

I t  is obvious that a “ medium ” possesses a something which is 
not possessed by an ordinary being. Give this something a name. 
Call it “ x  "  if you like. Mr. Serjeant Cox calls it  Psychic Force. 
There has been so much misunderstanding ou this subject that 1 
think it best to give the following explanation in Mr. Serjeant 
Cox's own'words :—

“ The Theory of Psychic Force is in itself merely the recognition 
of the now almost undisputed fact that under certain conditions, as 
yet but imperfectly ascertained, and within a limited, but as yet 
undefined, distance from the bodies of certain persons having a 
special nerve organisation, a Force operates by- which, without 
muscular contact or connection, action at a distance is caused, and 
visible motions aud audible sounds are produced in solid sub­
stances. As the presence of such an organisation is necessary to
the phenomenon, it is reasonably concluded that the Force docs, in 
some manner as yet unknown, proceed from that organisation. 
As the organism is itself moved and directed within its structure 
by a Force which cither is, or is controlled by, the Soul, Spirit, or 
Mind (call it what we mny) which constitutes the individual being 
we term ‘ the Man,' it is an equally reasonable conclusion that the 
Force which causes the motions beyond the limits of the body is 
the same Force that produces motion within the limits of the 
body. And, inasmuch as the external force is seen to be often 
directed by Intelligence, it is an equally reasonable conclusion 
that tho directing Intelligence of the external force is the same 
Intelligence that directs the Force internally. This is the force to 
which the name of Psychic Force has been given by me as 
properly designating a force which I  thus contend to be traced 
back to the Soul or Mind of the man as its source. But I, aud all 
who adoptjthis theory of Psychic Force as being the agent through 
which the phenomena are produced, do not thereby intend to 
assert that this Psychic Force may not be sometimes seized and 
directed by some other intelligence than the Mind of the Psychic. 
The most ardent Spiritualists practically admit the existence of 
Psychic Force under the very inappropriate name of Magnetism (to 
which it has no affinity whatever), for thoy assort that the 
Spirits of the Dead can only do the acts attributed to them by 
using the Magnetism (that is, the Psychic Force) of the Medium. 
The difference between the advocates of Psychic Force and the 
Spiritualists consists in this—that we contend that there is as yot 
insufficient proof of any other directing agout than tho Intelli­
gence of the medium, and no proof whatever of the agency of 
Spirits of the Dead ; while the.Spiritualists hold it as a faith, not 
demanding further proof, that Spirits of the Dead arc the solo 
agents in the production of all tho phenomena. Thus tho con­
troversy resolves itself into a pure question of fa c t , only to be de­
termined by a laborious and long-continued series of experiments 
and an extensive collection of psychological fa c ts ,  which should 
bo the first duty of the Psychological, Society, the formation o£ 

| which is now in progress."
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  R E V . S A M U E L  W A T S O N .

AN IN T E B E 8 T IN Q  ACCOUNT OP A SEANCE 
W IT H  M B S . M IL I.E B .

F r o m  the B e l .  P h il . Jo u rn a l.

E d. J oCBNa l .— I  ch e e rfu lly  com p ly  w ith  y ou r requ est 
to furnish som eth in g  fo r  y o u r p ap er upon th e  su b jec t 
o f Spiritualism .

Having been req u ested  to  call and see M rs. M iller on 
Saturday last, I  did so. T h ere  was no one in h er room  
but myself. She p u t th e  s la te  un der th e  table with a 
piece o f  pencil ab o u t th e  size o f  a  grain  o f  wheat. 
“ Rosa L . Shelby ” w as w ritten  on it . W h en  p u t under 
again, there w as w ritte n , “ I  did live in M em phis ; I  do 
with pa and m a w ere h ere ; I  w an t to  le t them  know  
I do live a f te r  d eath  ; I  do n o t w an t them  to  trouble  
about me, for I  am  all r ig h t.” I  copied this, and then  
asked, “ G ive m e th e  Christian nam e o f y o u r  father and 
mother, th ejnam e o f  th e  s tr e e t  and th e  num ber o f  the  
house in which y o u  died.”  W h en  th e  slate was put 
under again, th is  w as w ritten , “ Sh e has gone sir.”  
After which “ R ed face  ”  w ro te  th a t she would be a t  the 
meeting th at n ig h t, and answ er tho questions.

Soon a fte r  we m et, th e  slate  was p u t under th e  table, 
when th ere w as w ritten , “ m y fath er’s nam e is Thom as, 
my m other’s nam e is  M a rg a ro t. I  lived a t  N o. 53  Main 
street."

I copied th is  add ress, and p u t th e  slate under the  
table again, w hen th is w as w ritte n , “ W ell, D o cto r, I  
have learned a  heap. W il l  you be kind enough to  go 
and see m y fa th e r  and m o th er, and tell them  n o t to  
grieve ; th a t I  am  a ll r ig h t. T ell th em  th a t I  do live 
and th at I  am  hap py.”  “ G ood n ig h t.”

I  complied w ith h e r  re q u e st n e x t m orning and found 
that Rosa D elia Shelby died a t  N o 5 3  M ain s tre e t, and 
that the nam es o f h er p aren ts  was given co rrectly .

Boforo M rs. M iller  w en t in to  th e  cab in et one o f  tho  
iron rings w as th ro w n  o u t th ro u gh  th e  to p  o f  i t  with 
such force th a t i t  m ad e a hole in th e  platform  ov er tho  
cabinet about an  inch. T h ere  could De no hole found 
in the paper o r  cam b ric w ith which it was lined. I  copy  
from the Sunday’s A p p ea l w h at M r. K eatin g  th e  editor  
says of th e

SEAN CE.
The light from  th e  sm all coal-oil lam p which sufficiently 
lighted the room , w as tu rn e d  down u n til th e  surround­
ings wore scarce ly  to  be defined, th e  m edium, m eantim e  
having both h e r  hands tied  with rod cord , which, in 
obedience to  “ R ed  C h ief," w as sealed with sealing wax, 
forbidding an y th in g  lik e  effort on  h er p art, e ith er to  free  
herself o r  m anip ulate a n y  o f  th e  artic les  p u t in th e  dark  
and gloom y ca b in e t w ith h er. A n d  so tied  and seated  
on one o f tw o ch airs  in side o f  it, th e  cu rta in  of the  
cabinet was fasten ed . W e  w aited b u t a  m om ent, and 
light was called for, w hen we found th e  m edium, her  
hands still tied , w ith  h er left arm  th rou gh  th e  un occu ­
pied chair. T h is exam ined in to  and w onder expressed, 
the cu rtain  w en t dow n again , and was n o t m ore than  
buttoned w hen “  lig h t ” w as again  called for, and in thé  
twinkling o f  an  e y e  th e re  s a t  tho m edium  relieved of 
her burden, s ittin g  as  dem urely and app aren tly as  u n ­
conscious o f  an y th in g  extrao rd in ary  as  w hen first she 
took h er p lace  in  th e  cab in et, an a  th is  so r t o f  te s t  
business was con tin u ed  fo r  perhaps an o th er hour, during  
which w e saw  h e r  w ith h e r  arm s th rou gh  th e  arm holes 
of a  gen tlem an’s  v e s t, h e r  han ds stiff secu rely  tied  
together, and w ith  a  ch a ir  on e ith er a rm  o r  both, and  
sometimes w ith  th e  b a sk e t con tain in g th e  noisy in stru ­
m ents on th e  le ft a rm , and additional to  one o f  th e  
chairs. A fte r  th is  w e h eard  th e  actio n  o f  th e  accordéon  
played, th en  wifh bell acom panim en t, inside o f  th e  
cabinet, b u t e v en tu ally  ou tside, th e  hands, and even the  
arm s o f  th e  p e rfo rm e r . b ein g  visible, and b o th  w hiter 
and softer th a n  th o se  o f  th e  m edium , th e  w riter  a t  no 
tim e fa rth e r th an  five o r  s ix  fee t from  th e  a p ertu re  o f  
th e  cabin et, th ro u g h  w hich th e  acco rd éon  and tn e  ghostly  
looking han ds w e r e . ob truded . T h en  w e h ad a  black  
hand and a  re d  h an d , and finally w e had tw o p airs  o f  
white hands, one sm aller, w ere  w ithdraw n, th e  la rg er  
pair w ere clapp ed to g e th e r, an d  produced a  detonation  
as, loud as m igh t o r  cou ld  have been prod u ced  b y  an y  o f  
those p resen t. A n d  th is  clapping o f Lands w as rep eated

th ree tim es a t  th e  request o f  all th ose p resen t, the  
spiritual hands and arm s being as plainly visible as those  
o f the gentlem en present to  each other, and rem ained  
visible for th e  space o f  tw o o r  th re e  m inutes. Then  
th e  curtain o f  tn e  ap ertu re  was raised by one o f  th e  
spirits, while another endeavoured and did distinctly  
outline the face o f  a w om an, w ith a cap on. T hen we 
had th e  hands and arm s exhibited and a p erfect bedlam  
o f discordant sounds from th e  m usical in stru m en ts, n o t  
a few o f  them  being throw n a t  th e  au d itors w ith a 
directness o f  aim  th at proved th e  spirits had lo st n o th ­
ing of precision by th e ir  passage in to  th e  o th er world. 
All this was done a t  intervals when, as before described,
“ lig h t"  was called for, and th e  medium  was undoubtedly  
seated, h er hand.' still tied  secu rely  and th e  seal u n ­
broken. A  chair pushed o u t o f  th e  cab in et w as drawn 
in again, and m usical in stru m en ts and bells w ere taken  
from th e  floor, within a  few fee t o f th e  cab in et, and  
draw n in for after use. A t  no tim e did o r cou ld  m ore  
than a  m inute elapse, betw een th e  perform ances o f  th e  
te s ts  and th e  call for light, th e  sp irits, th é  m edium  said, 
being as  anxious to  convince us o f  th e  genuineness o f  
th eir work as we w ere to  prove i t  such. N e ith e r  th e  
D avenport brothers, n o r th o  H om es, n o r an y  o f  th e  won- 
dor working fratern ity  have produced su ch  wonderful 
resu lts with such astonishing ce lerity  as th is w om an o f  
simple surroundings. N o  sooner was th e  cu rta in  down 
than i t  was ordered up, th e  changes being m ade with a 
quickness th a t defied tim e and hu m an m ovem ent to  keep  
pace w ith. Fin ally , a fte r  n early  fou r h o u rs o f  th is so rt  
o f exhibition, “ R ed  Chief,” as  we w ere to ld , spoke in 
a  to n e o f voice plainly audible to  th ose in  th e  room , and  
som etim es while th e  medium  h erself w as speaking, 
leaving n o room  to  doubt th e  p resen ce o f a  second p er­
son. H e  conversed w ith each p erson  in tu rn  in broken  
English, and for tho sp ace o f  te n  m inutes, w hen he 
untied th e  medium  and released h er from  a  ten sion  of 
mind and body th at w as m ore, really , th an  she should  
have been called on to  endure. T h en  she re tire d  to  th e  
cabinet again, and w as so secu rely  tied  by th e  “ R ed  
C hief," as to  challenge even th e  skill o f C ap tain  Churoh  
to  untie. R eleased from  h er bondage a t  la s t, th e  m edium  
announced th e  seance, closed, a  la rg e  iro n  rin g  being  
throw n from th e  cabin et as she did so, a  la s t and p art­
ing salu te  from “ R ed  Chief,”  who is as  m u ch  disposed  
to  fun and frolic, th e  medium says, as m ore n a tu ra l folk. 
A nd th is closes w hat w e have to  say  o f  M rs . M iller’s 
seances. I t  is a  plain straigh tforw ard  sta tem en t, “ n o th ­
ing extonuated  o r  au g h t sot down in m alice ." W e  saw 
th e  arm s and hands, and heard th e  voices, w h eth er o f  
sp irit we do n o t p reten d to  know, being still scep tical 
on  th a t score, n o t doubting th e  m edium , b u t n o t satisfied  
b u t th a t a ll th ese “ special w onders ”  a re  to  be som e 
day explained by a  science as y e t  o ccu lt and unknow n. 
M rs. M iller prom ises us, soon a  sigh t o f  th e  em bodied  
forms o f  h er sp irit friends. W h en  th e y  ap p ear we shall, 
as  willingly and as honestly te s tify  o f  w h at w e see  as  
w e do now o f  those extraord in ary  m anifestations o f  last  
night, which defy ou r powors o f  exp lan ation  up on  any  
known scientific th eory .”

I  will sim ply add a  few w ords to  th is  testim on y. I  
have tak en  hold o f  tho hands every  nights I  have been  
th ere  and th ey  felt as n atu ral as an y  I  e v er felt.

T he lady’s hand seem ed to  be ab o u t th e  tem p eratu re  
o f  m ine. R edface’s was w arm er. H e  possesses m ore  
stren g th  th a n  I  do, having tes ted  i t  on  several occasions. 
I  requested  M r. K e a tin g  to  te s t  i t  by  holding th e  tab o u r  
a t  th e  ap ertu re . T h ere  was qu ite a  co n te st betw een  
them , b u t R edface finally to ok  i t  fro m  him , b u t tu rn e d  
th e  cab in et in th e  effort. H is  v est a fte r  being p u t on  
M rs. M iller in several ways was finally th ro w n  th ro u g h  
th o  to p  o f  th e  cabinet, and , like th e  rin g , m ad e no r e n t  
th erein.

T hese and m any o th er th ings w ere done, b u t th e  
modus o p era n ii  o f  which I  can n o t tell. O ne fa c t is  c e r ­
tain , th e re  is  n o law  o f  physics o f  which I  h av e  an y  
know ledge, can  explain  th em . I  have kn ow n fo r  m an y  
y ears  th a t th e y  could do m any s tran g e  th in g s, b u t th is  
m aterialization o f  han ds a n d  arm s is  a n  ad van ce o f  w h at 
w e had in  ou r investigations h ere in  1 8 6 5 .

I  have n o t tim e to  a tten d  th ese  seances, n o r  d o I  feel 
m uch in terest in th em  as  th e  p h ysical m anifestations
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aro  b u t tb o  alp h ab et o f  th e  subject. T h ere  a re  m any, 
how ever, who have y e t  to  learn  th eir le tte rs , and I  would 
advise su ch  to  go and Bee th em  and draw  th eir ow n con­
clusions. I  am  afte r  scientific m en who pride them selves  
up on  th e ir  in vestigations.

B e fo re  leaving th e  scientific view o f th is su b ject, I 
w ish to  n o tice  som e fundam ental principles ack n ow ­
ledged by scien tists, which m ay shed som e ligh t upon 
th is  subject.

F i r s t— T h ere  is in man som ething o th e r th an  th e  mo­
le cu la r  s tru c tu re  ; an  in telligen t en tity  s tru ctu red  o th er­
wise th an  th e  body, by whoso in telligen ce th o  m aterial 
s tr u c tu r e  o f th e  body is m oved and directed .

S econ d — T h a t th is som ething dw ells in th e  body in 
th e  n o rm al condition o f its existen ce, m aintaining a  c e r ­
ta in  relationship  to  th e  body, and receivin g its im p res­
sions from  an a  exp ressin g itse lf  upon th e  extern al 
m ateria l world, only th rou gh  the medium  o f  th e  body.

T h ird — T h o g en eral conclu sion  from  th e  su rvey o f  
th e  en tire  series o f  tho phenom ena o f  th is inw ard som e­
th in g  as  m anifested in d ream s, som nam bulism , and  
tra n ce , is th a t m an  has a  soul as  well as  a body.

F o u r th — T h a t th is soul o r sp irit is a  d istin ct en tity , 
cap ab le  o f  p artial severan ce from  th e  body d u rin g  life, 
and en tire  severan ce a t  death , and does n o t die w ith the  
body. T h e  m aterialists  th em selves m aintain  th a t  noth­
ing dies, n o t evon m a tte r  to  w hich th ey  lim it th e ir  re co g ­
n itio n  ; i t  is, th oy  say, m erely  a  ch an g e  o f  form .

I f  n othing d ie s ; if  th ero  is a  s o u l ; if  we have souls  
clo th ed  w ith m a tte r  th a t falls from  us and e x is ts  fo re v e r, 
i t  is a  n ecessary  conclu sion  th a t th e  soul can  n ev er die, 
b u t m u st still live u n d er cond itions o f  e x is te n ce  adapted  
to  its ch an ged  cond ition. Som e o f th ose con d ition s we 
know , and o th ers  w e do n o t and ca n n o t know . B u t  ivo 
know  th is m uch, th a t  by th e  death o f  th e  body, th e  soul 
m u st bo released from  th e  bonds o f  th o  m aterial organ s  
th ro u gh  which alone, w hile living in e a rth -lile ,u n d ercerta in  
conditions i t  could p erceive and com m u n icate  ; and th is  
new  cond ition o f  itse lf  im plies a n  enorm ou s expansion  
o f  in telligen ce and pow er. M oreover, th o  disem bodied  
sp irit m u st be em an cip ated  from  tho hu m an n o tio n s of 
tim e and space, and th e  law s and conditions, by which  
i t  w as, to  a  g ro a t e x te n t, co n tro lled  w hile em bodied w ith  
a  m aterial organ ization .

A ll o f  th is psychology can  p rov e as  p erfectly  as tho  
fa cts  o f  o th e r  scien ces a r e  proved.

P rog ression  seem s to  be a  law  o f  th o  un iverse, and th e  
soul is doubtloss su b ject to  th is law . W e  m ay, th erefo re , 
conclu de from  th ese  prem ises endless ch an ges o f  ex is­
te n ce  u p w ard and on w ard for ever.

T h e  visible body is cortaiu ly  a  tra n s ito ry  phenom enon ; 
th e  m a tte r  o f  which i t  is com posed is  e v er chan gin g. 
S om eth in g abiding th e re  m u st bo, o r  th o  visible body 
could n o t co n tin u e in ex is te n ce , b u t th a t som ething c a n ­
n o t  be th a t  w hich m eets  th e  eye . A n d  i f  th a t  which  
rem ain s is n o t  th is, w h at is i t  P I t  is  sp irit. I t  is  a  
sp iritu al e x is te n ce  having form , shape, senses com plete, 
and ad ap ted  to  th e  now m ode o f  its  b ein g  u p o n  which  
i t  e n te rs  upon its  em an cip ation  from  its  m ateria l form , 
in  w hich i t  h as  fo r  a  tim e  lived and a c te d . A s  a  r a y  o f  
lig h t th ro u g h  a  dark room  m akes visible th o  illum inated  
m o tes  o f  d u st floating in it , so th is sp iritu al being is 
m ad e m an ifest to  th e  ey e  b y  m a tte r  passin g a cro ss  it. 
T h e  sp irit being th e  re a l m an , th o  m a te ria l s tru c tu re  
b ein g  only th a t  th ro u g h  w hich i t  a c ts ,  in th is its  in fan t  
s ta te  o f  existen ce . L ik e  th e  p illar o f  clou d  by day  
a n d  th e  p illa r o f  fire b y n ig h t, w hich w ont before th e  
Isra e lite s , i t  m ay  be th a t  th e  visible body hides, r a th e r  
th a n  rev eals, th e  re a l p resen ce  o f  th e  person  w ith in  it. 
I s  th e  n a tu ra l visible body cap ab le  o f  a  tran sform ation  
b y  w hich th e  tie s  o f  e a r th  m ay b e  so f a r  loosened as  to  
allow  i t  to  f lo a t in  a ir , o r  b ecom e a c tu a lly  invisible w ith­
o u t  losing its  cap ab ility  o f  ag ain  becom in g visible— a  
tran sfig u ra tio n  b y w hich, as  a  sp irit, i t  m ay be an y w h ere  
in  a  m om en t—-n o t by b ecom in g m ere  disem bodied sp irit,  
b u t b y  b ecom in g sp irit cap ab le o f  em bodim ent a t  a n ­
o th e r  p la ce  P T h e re  a r e  m an y  w ell-attested  fa cts  w hich  
seem  to  d e m o n stra te  t h e j r u t h  o f  th is  th eo ry .

That persons have not only been elevated to the 
ceiling of rooms, carried out at one window and brought 
in at another, and carried by some unseen power a

considerable d istan ce , th ero  can  bo no doub t if human  
testim on y can  be tak en  in th e  a tte sta tio n  o f  facts.

S cien tists  en g ag ed  hab itu ally  on  dead m atter , which 
th ey  can  handle a t  will and deal with as  th ey  please 
a r e  disposed to  sneer a t  such th in g s, and a t  th e  methods’ 
o f  research pu rsu ed  b y th e  in v estig ato r o f  tho forces of 
in telligen t life, and to  d iscred it his scien ce as  being 
shadow y and u n real, b ecau se i t  has n o t th e  basis o f a 
m easurable and pen etrab le  su b stan ce. N o n e  o f  tho forces 
w ith which they have such exten sive  dealings are  more 
perceptible o r pen etrab le  th a n  th e  psych ic forces with 
which psychology is  co n cern ed . M aterialists  know of 
m agnetism , e le c tr ic ity , h eat, light, gravitatio n , only by 
th e ir  actio n  upon th e  su b stan ces o f  which th e  observer's  
senses can  tak e  cogn izan ce. I t  is b ecau se th e  scientist 
secs  ce rta in  m anifestations o f  fo rce  th a t  he concludes 
th o  existen ce , o f  it, a n d  lie learn s, o r  th ink s he learns, 
tho n atu re  and qualities o f  th a t  fo rce  by noticing its 
op eration s upon th e  su b stan ces com ing within its in­
fluence. In  fa ct , th e  p sy ch ist know s no m ore o f  tho 
m agnetic fo rce , o r  th e  fo rce  o f  g ra v ity  th a n  th e  psycholo­
g is t  know s o f th e  n erv e  force , m en tal fordo, o r soul force. 
T h o p sy ch ist sees tho steel leap in g  to  tho m agnet in 
defiance o f  th o  law s o f  g ra v ity , y e t  he can see  nothing, 
feel noth in g passin g from  th e  m ag n et to  th e  steel by 
which it can  be draw n.

S cien ce should seek  on ly  th e  tr u th . I t  should shrink 
from  no conclusion , how ever s tra n g e  o r  unpopular ; dis­
g u ise  no difficulties. I t  is bound by tbo law o f honor 
to  m ak e a  frank confession o f  ig n oran ce , and n o t to  be 
asham ed to  ad m it th a t  th e re  aro  still m ysteries to  bo 
unveiled and problem s to  be solved w hich th ey  do not 
com prehend. L e t  n o t scientific m en , then, sneer 
a t  Spiritu alism  w ith its  facts , even if  th ey  can n ot com­
prehen d its  th eories.

F i r s t  find th o  facts  and th en  co n s tru e  th e  th eory  upon 
which th oy  a re  founded. D o n o t s ta r t  o u t upon scienti­
fic inquiry w ith a  th eo ry — tho th eo ry  will co lo r th e  facts. 
S tu d y th o  conditions req u isite  to  th e  prod uction  of tho 
re su lt, and proceed  in s tr ic t  com pliance with these 
conditions.

Y o u  ca n n o t im pose cond itions up on n a tu re  and science. 
N o th in g  e x ists  w ith o u t conditions. O nly one who has 
n o t Studied th is  su b ject w ould dem and to  im pose con­
ditions o f  his ow n devising as  te s ts  o f  th e  tru th  o f  an 
a sserted  fact. Y e t  th is is  done b y m an y in regard  to 
sp iritu al m anifestations. I  am  o ften  asked why all 
th ose th in g s ca n n o t bo done in open lig h t P Everyone  
know s th e ro  aro  som e th in g s in ch o m istry  which can bo 
done only in th o  d ark . M an y  o f  th e  sp irit manifesta­
tio n s m entioned in  th e  B ib le  w o re  in tho darkness. 
M an y  o f  th ese  a r e  done in th e  ligh t. A n d  now I  ask 
th o  scien tists  o f M em phis to  go and exam in e th ese facts, 
and give u s  y o u r  scientific exp lan ation s o f  th em . I  un­
h esitatin g ly  say  th a t  n o  h o n e st m an , who will go  and 
seo w h at is done in M r s . M ille r 's  p resen ce, can  for a 
m o m en t question th o  fa cts  th a n  he can  a n y  o th o r facts 
o f  w hich h is senses aro  cap ab le  o f  ju d g in g . M y  opinion 
is  th a t  th oy  will soon show  th em selv es in op en daylight, 
and ta lk  to  th e ir  frien d s, an d  th a t  as  th e  li ttle  g irl E o sa, 
says to  th e ir  frien d s, n o w  “ th e y  do liv e .”

S A M U E L  W A T S O N .
M em phis, T enn .

S O C I A L  E E U N I O N  A T  S A N D H U E S T .

T h e  F re e th o u g h t an d  S p iritu alistic  A ssociatio n , Sand­
h u rs t, hold a  so iree  in  th e  E iflos ' O rd e rly  B o o m  on T ues­
day even ing , th e  2 6 th  M a y , a t  w h ich  th e r e  w ere  about 
sev en ty  peo p le ; and , w e also  le a rn , th a t  th e  evening was 
sp en t in  a  very  en joyab le m a n n e r, a ll p re se n t being much 
p leased  w ith th e  e n te rta in m e n t.

W e  a ro  in  r e ce ip t o f  N o . 1  o f  th e  “ A ustralian  
T em p lar”  a  m on th ly  jo u rn a l d ev oted  to  T em p eran ce . I t  
an n ou n ces itse lf  th e  o rg a n  o f  th e  organ izatio n  called  
“ G o od  T em p lars”  in  V ic to ria . I t  is  a  w ell g o t up 
q u arto  o f  2 0  pag es, co n ta in s  a  p o r t r a it  "of M r- 
G eo. E .  M o t t ,  G .W .G .T .,  re p o r ts  a n d  in form ation  for 
th e  F r a te r n ity ,  an d  o th e r  m a tte r  o f  m o re  _ g en eral 
in te re s t , a n d  is  published a t  th e  office o f  th e  ed itor, M r. 
P .  C . A lco ck , 4 1  S w an sto n  S t .,  M elb ou rn e.



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 645
M E . C. H . F O S T E B , T H E  M E D IU M .

The closing m onth  w itnessed th e  d ep artu re  from  am ong  
yg of a man who, w h atev er m ay he ou r personal opinions, 
we must all ad m it h as  n o t le f t  us quite th e  sam e as he 
found us, b u t has stam p ed  his influence upon m any an 
individual and upon m an y a  hom e. W e  think it  m ay be 
gafely asserted  th a t  n o o th e r  m an com ing to  us a  stran ger, 
and residing am on g us only fo r  th e  sh o rt space o f  two 
months, has ev er su cceed ed  in reach in g  o u t so far and 
wide into th e  h e a r ts  and m inds o f  ou r com m unity as 
Mr. C. H . F o s te r .  I n  th e  last few  w eeks o f  his stay  here 
he was visited by h u n d red s o f  persons, every  one o f  whom 
went away so fa r  im p ressed  w ith w h at th ey  saw as  to  
talk extensively o f th e ir  exp erien ces, and to  seek to  
compare th em  with th o se  o f  o th ers. T he tru e s t friends 
of Spiritualism  cou ld  d esire  n othing m ore than this. 
W e do n o t seek  to  c o n v e r t ; w e desire to  investigate  
and to te s t. T ru e , th e  th e  th eo ries  have been am usingly  
various, and som e o f  th em  am usingly  weak, b y which 
these different individuals have so u g h t to  explain the  
things th ey  saw  and heard . U n co n sciou s cereb ration ,

Esychic force , b ra in  read in g , clairvoyan ce, m esm erism , 
umbug, sp irit in fluence, have each  and all served the  

turn o f  m any in qu irers. N o w , su re ly , w here th ere  is so 
much sm oke th e re  m u st be som e f ir e ; w h ere so m any 
explanations a re  m o re  o r  less available th ere  m ust be 
something to  be exp lain ed . T h ere  is a  m axim  cu rre n t  
among hom rcopathic p ra ctitio n e rs , and to  be found in 
most o f  th e ir  h an d-books o f  m edicine, th a t in se lect­
ing a rem ed y, c a r e  should be tak en  to  choose first 
th at one w hich will co v e r  th e  g re a te s t n u m b er o f  the  
symptoms p re se n t. I t  is on  th e  face  o f  i t  a  common  
sense rule, and o n e  w hich no doub t experien ce has forced  
upon th e  d o cto rs . W e  propose to  se lect ou r explana­
tion o f  M r. F o s te r 's  rem ark ab le  pow ers upon th e  same 
principle. U n co n scio u s cereb ra tio n  will n o t explain  
the in cident th a t  hap pen ed to  an  acq u ain tan ce o f  our  
own and his com panion. T h ey  had each  w ritten  before 
they left th e ir  ow n hom es, a  sep ara te  num ber o f  nam es 
on the usual folded slips o f p ap er. T h ese th e y  p u r­
posely m ixed to g e th e r, so th a t  n e ith er could distinguish  
nis own slips from  his friend's. D u rin g  th e  seance, 
F o ster  said “ C ath erin e  C . is  p resen t, and addresses y o u ,"  
turning to  th e  g en tlem an  who h ad w ritten  th a t n a m e ; 
“she died re ce n tly — last M on d ay, indeed.” A s  ho spoke, 
our friend saw  th e  head and featu res o f th e  lady in 
question ap p ear d istin ctly , n e a r th e  m edium ’s head, so 
th a t he a t  on ce  reco gn ized  h e r. W a s  this his fancy ? 
No ; for, s tra n g e s t o f  a ll, his com panion, who had never 
seen her, 6aw h e r  a t  th e  sam e m om en t and in th e  same 
spot,, so plainly th a t  h e  a c cu ra te ly  described h er app ear­
ance ! N e ith e r  o f  th o se  gen tlem en  w ere Sp iritu alists.

Psych ic fo rce  w ill n o t explain  th e  following incident, 
vouched for b y  “ C lericu s  ”  as  hap pen ing to  himself. 
H e had w ritte n  th e  nam e o f a  frien d whose deathbed he 
had attended . F o s te r  h ad  given th e  nam e co rre c tly , and 
was about an sw erin g  a  qu estion  as to  th e  m ode o f  th e  
death, w hen he exclaim ed , “  S tay , th is  sp irit will e n te r  
and possess m e ! ”  I n s ta n tly  th e  whole body w as co n ­
vulsed and s tra n g e ly  a g ita te d . A n o th er ch an ge, and  
th ere s a t  th e  co u n te rp a r t o f  th e  d ep arted , strick en  down 
with com p lete  p araly sis, ju s t  as  he had been on his death­
bed. T h e  v e ry  fea tu res  and expression , and th e  kind 
o f paralysis, w e re  e x a c tly  re p re se n te d ; and th e  palsied 
hand w as ex ten d ed  fo r  his frien d to  sh ak e it , ju s t  as  it  
had been a t  th e  tim e  o f  death . B rain -read in g  does not 
accoun t fo r  th e  m an y , m an y in stances reco rd ed , in which  
th e  m edium  p e rs is te n tly  co n tra d ic te d  his visitors, and 
gave nam es, d a te s  a n d  circu m stan ces , w hich th e y  th ou g h t  
were erron eou s, b u t  w h ich  th e y  afterw ard s proved to  be 
true. C lairvo yan ce does n o t exp lain  how a lad y’s 
p o ck et-h an d k erch ief co u ld  b e  tak en  from  h e r  hand, and  
dropped f r o m  n e a r  the ceilin g  on to the table  b efore her, 
tied  in th re e  k n o ts . B io lo g y  th ro w s no lig h t upon the  
following in cid en t, w h ich  w e know  occu red . A  g en tle ­
m an who pu rp osed  v isitin g  F o s te r ,  received from  a  
person em ployed in  th e  sam e co m m ercial establishm ent, 
a  folded p a p e r  on  w hich w as w ritte n  a  nam e unknown  
to  him, and prom ised  to  p la ce  i t  b efore M r . F o s t e r  with  
his ow n p ap ers. Som e tim e  elap sed b elo re  he w e n t; th e  
paper and th e  p ro m ise  w en t qu ite o u t o f  h is  m ind.

D uring th e  seance F o s te r  said th a t  a  sp irit was p resen t 
who announced him self as J o h n  D u th ie . N q one p re­
sent claim ed such an acq u ain tan ce . “  H e  d e c la re s ,"  said  
F o ste r, tu rn in g  to  ou r frien d, “ th a t y o u  o u g h t to  have  
sen t for him.”  “ I  do n o t know h im ," was th e  rep ly ,
“ can he give me any circu m stan ces  by w hich to  identify  
him ? ” “ H e was lo st a t  sea , in such an d  such a  sh ip ."
Still no reco gn ition , and th e  m a tte r  w as allow ed to  
pass as one o f  M r. F o s te r 's  failu res. Som e tim e a fte r ,  
however, th e  person who had e n tru ste d  th e  folded p ap er  
to  ou r friend inquired in to  th e  re su lt o f  th e  sea n ce  ; 
then, for th e  first tim e, he rem em b ered  its ex is te n ce  and  
apologised for his n e g le ct. “ W h a t nam e w as on  yo u r  
p a p e r ? "  he asked, “ J o h n  D u th ie ,” w as th e  an sw er,
“ he was a  co u n try m an  o f m ine, and w as lo s t a t  sea  
betw een here and E n g la n d ."  O n  fu r th e r  in qu iry , 
it tu rn ed  o u t th a t  even th e  nam e o f  th e  ship h ad been  
given co rre c tly . T he th eo ry  o f  all M r. F o s te r 's  su ccess  
being due to  hum bug is no exp lan ation  a t  all, th erefo re  
we dismiss i t  w ithout fu rth e r n o tice .

Spirit influence, w ith its  m an y flu ctu atio n s and v aria­
tions, as y e t h u t little  u n d erstood , alon e exp lain s  all th e  
phenom ena, even his failu res. T h ese  la s t w e ta k e  to  
have never been duly w eighed as  evidence in his favour. 
H ad  M r. F o ste r  been able to  do, w h at h e  som etim es did 
succeed in doing, only b y his ow n u n assisted  pow ers, 
w hatever th ey  m ight be, th e se  failu res n ev er w ould have  
o ccu rred  a t  all. Som etim es, how ever, th e re  w ere  u t te r  
and com plete failures, fa ilu res w h ich  to o k  p lace  w ith  
ard en t and e x p e c ta n t S p iritu alists , as  w ell as  w ith  sn e e r­
ing scep tics. T hey afford to  us th e  one confirm ing link  
th a t would otherw ise have b een  w an tin g in  th e  ch ain  o f  
evidence, w hich goes to  p ro v e  th a t  M r . F o s te r , w hen  
unaided by som e in telligen ce e x tran eo u s  to  him self, 
which did all his w onders fo r  him , w as as pow erless as  
an y  o f  his visitors. F o s t e r  a n d  th e  c ircle  alon e w ere  
quite inadequate to  prod uce an y  rem ark ab le resu lts . 
Som ething m o re  w as n ecessary , th en  th e  re su lts  w ere  
rem arkab le enough. W h a t w as th a t  som eth in g  m o re  ? 
W e  have carefully exam ined a ll th e  so called  e xp lan a­
tions, and wo find only one th a t  exp lain s an y th in g  m o re  
than m ero p arts  and fragm en ts o f  th e  p h enom en a e x h i­
bited. I f  besides th e  visible m ortals  p resen t th e re  w ere  
also invisible in telligen ces, who possessed  a lim ited  and  
variable, b u t a lto g eth er p ecu liar pow er o f  w ork ing  
through M r. F o s te r 's  organ ism , th e n — w hen th e y  w ere  
p r e s e n t ; th e  resu lts  w ere com m en su rate  w ith  th e ir  
pow er and intelligence— w hen th e y  w ere  e ith er w eak or 
ab sen t, th e  resu lts  w ere corresp on d in gly  feeble o r  n il. 
This, and th is  alone, is th e  odo exp lan atio n  which covers  
th e  whole grou nd. W e  a c ce p t it , th e re fo re , u n til we 
find a b e tte r  one. T hen , and n o t till  th e n , w e will 
abandon it.

W e  w ould, how ever, w arn  o u r  re a d e rs  a g a in st th e  
su p erstitiou s folly o f  a ttrib u tin g  to  M r . F o s t e r  su p er­
n atu ra l pow ers. H e  claim s none su ch , and assu red ly  
possesses none. H is  pow ers a re  p u rely  n a tu ra l o r  
physical. T h ey  belong, i t  is tr u e , to  a  dom ain o f  n a tu re  
a8 pet but little  un derstood , b ecau se  i t  has, till  la tely , 
been p ersisten tly  s e t  a p a rt as  to o  sacred  for m an ’s  r e a ­
son to  in vestigate  it . T h is w ay  o f  tre a tin g  th e  su b ject  
has involved it  in ev er in creasin g  m y ste ry , and plun ged  
m ankind into d eep er an d  d eep er ig n oran ce . I t  is  qu ite  
tim e th a t  we w ere p rep ared  to  in q u ire  in to  all th in g s  
calm ly, dispassionately, and fe a rle ss ly ; y e t  i t  seem s v e ry  
difficult to  ob tain  su ch  an  in q u iry  fo r  an y  new  to p ic  
which ru n s  co u n te r  to  th e  c u r re n t th o u g h t of th e  day. 
C ertainly  th e  m an ifestation s g iven  th ro u g h  M r. F o s te r  
have n o t been tre a te d  in any such calm  a n a  disp assionate  
sp irit by th e  la rg e r  p rop ortion  o f th o se  w ho h av e  as­
sum ed to  critic ise  th em . N o t a  few , in d eed , have b o rn e  
th e ir  testim on y b ravely  and m an fu lly , th a t, having go n e  
to  him  as  scep tics  and scoffers, th e y  h av e  com e aw ay  
convinced a t  le a s t th a t  th e re  w as m u ch  m o re  to  in vesti­
g a te  th a n  th e y  h ad an ticip ated . B u t  th e  p re ss— and  
th e  p ress is  pow erful to  m islead, as  w ell as  t o  exp ress  
public opinion— h as gen erally  given th e  p referen ce  to  
th ose w riters  w ho w ere  m o re  w itty  th a n  w ise as  to  w h at 
M r. F o s te r  m ight have done, b u t did n o t  d o , a n d  how  
he m igh t have done i t ,  b u t th e y  did n o t  see him  d o it . 
I n  sh o rt, M r . F o s t e r  h as m et, in  M elb ou rn e, w ith  som e  
cord ial su p p o rters  and som e sin cere  co n v erts , w ith  a  h o st
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o f  w ould bo elev er c r i tic s  and m isrop resen tors— m an y of 
whom  h av e done little  m oro th an  w rite  them selves down 
a s  asses-— and w ith a  few, a  very  few, hard-head ed and 
h o n est ju d g es , who have been only so fa r  m oved by w hat 
ho show ed th em  as  to  ad m it, th a t  th e re  really  a re  m oro  
th in g s  betw een heaven and e a rth  th an  th eir  philosophy  
can  y e t  a c co u n t for. H o has th u s fared  as every  m e­
dium , who com es a t  all prom in ently before th e  public, 
m uBt e x p e c t to  do. M edium s, from  th e  very n atu re  o f  
th e ir  w ork , form  th a t portion  o f  th e  van -gu ard  o f  
Spiritu alism  which m u st alw ays b ear th e  h eaviest a tta ck s  
o f  all ou r en em ies. T h e  w ork  th a t  M r. F o s te r  has 
accom p lished in M elb ourne is, also, a  ty p e o f  th a t which  
m edium s have everyw h ere to  perform  for th e  causo. 
Sland ered , sn eered  a t , and m isrepresented, th e y  m ust 
needs suffgr continual personal ann oyan ce; b u t th ey  c a n ­
n o t an y w h ere do th e ir  w ork sim ply and honestly w ithout 
leaving behind th em  a  lig h t th a t  will never fade, a  know ­
led ge o f  fa cts  th a t when on ce  known can n o t be forg otten  
o r  ignored, and a  desire to  in vestigate  m ore fu lly , m ore  
carefully, and p erhap s m oro fnirly, w hich is all wo ask  
o f  ou r b itte re s t enem ies.

T H E  C R IT IC S .

F ro m  critics  w e need h ardly  look for fairness. To  
w rite with a  bias, m ore o r  less viru lent, seem s a p a r t of 
th e ir  trad e . T h e  c r itic , in tak in g  up a  sub ject, m ust 
ch alk  o u t a  plan upon which to  discuss i t ; m ust select 
a  p o in t o f  view, as  i t  w ere, from  w hich to  p ain t his 
p ictu re . B u t  if  th is is tru e  o f  c ritics  in gen eral, how  
m uch m ore palpably is th is th e  case  w ith the c r i tic  o f  
Spiritu alism . H e  seats him self upon M o u n t B unkum  
w ith a  hardihood th a t  would bo cred itab le  in a  b etter, 
cau so. H o  proceeds to  dash oil' th e  ou tlin es, and fill in 
th e  ligh ts and shades, with confidence th a t  th oso for 
whom lie  paints will reco gn ise  th e  sk etch  as  a  truthful 
one, from  th e  f a c t  o f  th e ir  ow n fam iliarity  w ith one-sided  
views.

T h e  A ustralasian  o f  M ay 9 th  quotes a  la r g e  p a r t o f  
th e  a rtic le  in th e  Q uarterly Jo u rn a l o f  S c ien ce , by  the  
E d ito r, D r . C rookes, F .R .8 . ,  en titled  “ N o te s  o f  an 
E n q u iry  in to  th e  P h enom en a called  S p ir i tu a l ;” b u t, by  
w ay o f  stin gin g th e  life o u t o f  th e  a rtic le  in question, 

re m a rk s :—
“ To believers in the Spiritualist theory the authority of Dr. 

Crookes will appear strong confirmation, while to sceptics the 
evident thorough-going adoption of Spiritualism hy Dr. Crookes 
will only go to show how little  avail are high scientific attain­
ments in a epccial branch of enquiry, to qualify a man for the 
judicial task of investigation on a subject so calculated to stimu­
late the imagination, and to evoke what latent tendency to 
superstition the mind may contain."

W h a t  call w as th e re  for th is  ill-n atu red  insinuation , 
th a t  D r . C rook es’ scientific a tta in m e n ts  w ere  confined  
to  a  single bran ch , and th a t ho w as th e re fo re  n o t qualified  
to  e n te r  upon th e  in vestig ation  o f  ph enom ena ou tside  
o f  th a t  ? W ill th is  n arrow  and o b stru ctiv e  cou rse  fu r­
th e r  th e  cau se o f  tru th  ? F a r  fro m  it . N o r  is th ere  
an y  in dication  in i t  th a t  th e  fu rth e ra n ce  o f  tru th  is  th e  
ob ject in  view.

A n d  P ro fe sso r H u x le y , who has th eorized  so learn ed ly  
on  P ro to p la sm , in  h is  an sw er to  th e  D ia le c tica l S o ciety , 
declining th e ir  in v itatio n  to  co -o p era te  w ith th e ir  C om ­
m ittee  for th e  in v estig ation  o f  S p iritu alism , m u st needs  
h av e h is fling a t  th e  new  (o r  o ld ) b ran ch  o f  scien ce, 
w h ich  h e  did n o t  hap pen to  invent.

“ I  toko," says he, “ no interest in the subject. The only case 
(mark th at 1) of Spiritualism I  have had the opportunity of 
examining myself, was as gross an imposture as ever came under 
m y notice. But supposing the phenomena to be genuine—they 
do not interest me. I f  anybody would endow me with the faculty 
of listening, to the chatter of old women and curates in the 
nearest, cathedral town, I  should decline the privilege, having 
better things to do. And if the folk in the spiritual world do not 
talk more wisely and sensibly than their friends report them to 
do, I  put them in the same category. The only good th at I  can 
see in a  demonstration of the truth of Spiritualism, is to furnish 
an additional argument agajnst suicide: better live a  crossing 
Bweeper, than die and be made to talk twaddle by a medium 
hired a t  a  guinea a  seance."

N o w  t b i s j a ,  o f  co u rse , m ean t to  b e  v e ry  sm a rt and

proved to  be an  im p o stu re . H e  rem inds one o f  the 
un soph isticated  child o f  th e  E m e ra ld  Isle , who found a 
co u n te rfe it shilling by th e  w ay-side ; and sometime 
afterw ard s found a  g en u in e  o n e peep in g a t  him from a 
nook n e a r by as  ho passed. “ A rra h ,”  says P a t, “ I  was 
ch ated  by y o u r  b roth er, b u t I ’ll n o t be so green again 
in a  h u rry .”  I s  th e  P ro fe sso r o f  P a t ’s opinion, th at the 
existen ce  o f a  co u n te rfe it is  p rim a  fa c ie  evidence that 
th e re  is no tru e  coin  ? I n  fine, is  th is  criticism , or 
— balderdash ?

C o n tra s t w ith th is  th e  opinion o f  D r. D av ey — a  hum­
bler, b u t perhaps a  w iser m an.

“ I t  gives me no small satisfaction," he says, in reply to a call 
from the same committee, “ to find that the subject of Spirit­
ualism is about to be duly investigated by a competent tribunal. 
I  have been engaged in the investigation—th* practical Investi­
gation—of Spiritualism since the summer of 18G2. I have, 
during the past six or seven years, attended scores of teancei ■ 
have satisfied myself nut only of the mere abstract truth of 
Spiritualism, but of its great and marvellous power for good, both 
on moral and religious grounds. The direct and positive commu­
nications vouchsafed to me from very many near and dear rela­
tives and friends, said to be dead, have been of the most pleasing 
yet startling character ; and thc?e have not only removal what­
ever doubts did once belong to me, but have convinced me of 
many great and solemn truths in regard to the future of man, 
which, anterior to 1 8 6 2 , were altogether ignored by me, and 
deemed scarcely worthy of the nursery."

T h ere  b reath es  th e  sp irit o f  th e  e a rn e st inquirer after 
tru th  and ligh t. T o su ch  a  m ind a ll tru th  is one. 
T h e re  w as som e reaso n  to  hope as  m u ch  from  th e  advocate 
o f  th e  p rotop lasm ic th e o ry . A  m an  bravo enough to 
stan d  spon sor for a  prin ciple th a t  flew in th e  face o f  so 
m any con servative  p reju d ices, sh ou ld  have been above 
th e  possibility o f  Bneerm g a t  w h at he had n o t examined. 
A n d  th is leads us to  re m a rk , th a t  th o se  who have de­
vo ted  m ost a tte n tio n  to  th e  in vestig ation  o f  Spiritualism  
a r e  alm ost in variably  m od est in th e ir  expression of 
opinions ad v erse  to  th oso com m on ly received. I t  is the 
gen tlem an who has been to  see  F o s te r  once, o r per­
ch an ce  tw ice, th a t  is convinced , “ he know s it  a ll ."  Dr. 
D av ey  speaks o f  i t  clearly  and firm ly, b u t n o t arrogantly, 
a f te r  seven y ears ' p ra c tica l in vestig ation . B u t  Professor 
H u x le y  aw ard s i t  his an n ih ilatin g sn eer, a f te r  having 
exam ined a  sin g le  case— and th a t  confessedly an  impos­
tu r e  ! I n  o u r  in fan tile  days w e w ere  given to  under­
stan d , on  good a u th o rity , th a t  one Ja e k y  H o rn e r, selfishly 
s ittin g  in a  co rn e r , eatin g  a C h ristm as Pie,

“ Put in bis thumb.
And pulled out a plum,
And said, what a brave boy am I  ! ”

T h e  n u rsery  rh ym e, n o t o th erw ise p e rtin e n t to  th e  sub- 
je c t ,  is  reca lled  to  m ind by th e  ab su rd  self-sufliciency 
o f  th e  P ro fe sso r o f  P ro to p lasm , in  w ritin g  to  a  com­
m itte e  o f  gen tlem en  qu ite  as  capab le as  h e  o f forming 
a  ju d g m en t up on  th e  su b je ct in h an d . M a y  he mend 
h is m an n ers, i t  he do n o t a c ce p t Spiritu alism .

O n e o f ou r M elb ou rn e dailies, in its  lead ing columns, 
d eclares th a t  S p iritu alist m edium s shu n th e  light, and 
avoid in vestig ation  o f  th e  p h enom en a con n ected  with 
th e ir  s e a n c e s ; th a t  scientific m en  h av e  difliculty in 
ob tain in g op p o rtu n ities  for su ch  in vestig ation . Now, 
th o  m ild est nam e fo r  th is  is  m isrep resen tation . I t  
grossly  falsifies th e  facts . T h e  w rite r  su re ly  had not 
re a d  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  co m m ittee  o f  th e  D ialectical 
S o cie ty  o f  L o n d o n , fo r  th e  book co n tain s  ab u n d an t evi­
d en ce th a t  m edium s do n o t  shrink from  th e  closest 
inquisition, and th a t  S p iritu alists  h a ste n  to  facilitate  
and assist an y  sin cere  and e a rn e s t effort to  reach  the 
tru th  in th is  reg ard . W e  can  con fid en tly  re fe r  th e  gen­
tlem an  to  th a t  n o tab le  p u b lication , feelin g su re  th at he 
w ill n o t v e n tu re  to  re p e a t his a sse rtio n , a f te r  a  careful 
read in g  o f  it . A n d  w hile he is  re a d in g , fo r  th e  correc­
tion  o f  th is  fa lse  im pression  o f  h is , h e  w ill do well to  
p e ru se  th e  ed ito rial o f  D r . C rook es in th e  Q uarterly  
J o u r n a l  o f  S c ien ce , rep u b lish ed  w ith  th is  issu e  o f the  
U a r l i n g e r .  Sp eak in g o f  th e  p ercu ssiv e  soun d heard in 
th e  p re se n ce  o f  M iss  K a t e  F o x ,  D r .  C rook es r e ­
m ark s :—

“ For power and certainty I  have never met with anyono who 
at nil approached Miss Kate Fox. F o r several months I  enjoyed 
almost unlimited opportunity of testing the various phenomena 
occurring in the presence of this lady, and I  especially examinedsev ere . B u t  from  w h at a  n arro w  grou n d  does th is  .°f0UITmg ln tbe  P J T no°  01 “ S8 "VS1 and cf!al“it7a

■“ ° f t p » * s pr nt .
u au sm . M e h as  exam in ed one solitary case, w hich l in her case i t  seems only necessary for her to place her hand on
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substance, for loud thuds to be heard, like a triple pulsation, 
sometimes loud enough to be heard several rooms off. In this 
manner I have heard them in a living tree—on a sheet of glass— 
on a stretched iron wire—on a stretched membrane, a tambourine 
_on the roof of a cab— and on the floor of a theatre. Moreover, 
actual contact is not necessary. I have heard these sounds pro­
ceeding from the floor, walls, &c., when the medium's hands and 
feet were held—when she was standing on a chair—when she 
was suspended in a  swing from the ceiling—when she was en­
closed in a wire cage— and when she had fallen fainting on a sofa.
I have heard them on a glass harmonicon—1 have felt them on 
my own shoulder, and under my own hands— 1 have heard them 
on a sheet of paper, held between the fingers by a piece of thread 
passed through one corner. With a full knowledge of the nume­
rous theories which have been started, chiefly in America, to 
explain these sounds, I have tested them in every way that I 
could devise, until there has been no escape from the conviction 
that they were true objective occurrences, not produced by 
trickery or mechanical means."

This unvarnished s to ry  su rely  m anifests th e  m ost un­
tiring p atien ce on  th e  p a r t  o f  both m edium  and the  
testing scien tist. I n  nu m erou s in stances on  reco rd  has 
this disposition to  fa cilita te  in vestigation been repeated. 
And we believe th a t  n o s in ce re  inquirer a fte r  tru th  need  
fail in finding ab u n d an t op p ortu n ities for trial. S p irit­
ualists them selves a r e  co n stan tly  in vestig atin g  and testin g  
the v a r io u s ' p h enom en a. A s  a ru le  th e y  have held a  
place am ong th e  in cred u lou s, until th e re  was no longer 
standing room  for a  d o u b t in th e ir  m inds. T hey have 
been like th e  A p o stle  T hom as— n o t willing to  believe 
until th e ir  senses, and reaso n  founded th ereon, had 
been convinced. A n d  it  is th is class o f  persons th a t the  
critics se t down sw eepingly  as  cred ulous fo o is ! I t  is 
the tireless and p a tie n t and ill-rew arded m ediums who 
in the sam e m an n er a r e  classed  as  knaves, unw illing to  
come to  th e  ligh t, shun n in g  investigation.

The A u stra la sia n , w hile o m ittin g  portion s o f D r. 
Crookes’ a rtic le , w as n o t so u n fair as to  om it a ltogeth er  
his clear s ta te m e n t, that most of his experiments 
were conducted in his own uouse, w h ere collusion  
and trick ery  w ere  n e x t  to  im possible. T he furniture  
was his ow n fam iliar fu rn itu re , and n o t a t  all in the  
habit o f cu ttin g  su ch  astou n d in g  capers as  he witnessed  
when m edium s w ere  p resen t. M r. F o s te r , also, while 
in this city , w as freq u en tly  in vited to  th e  residences of  
the in credulous as  well as  th e  cred u lou s, and th e  phe­
nomena upon su ch  o ccasion s w ere  qu ite as  satisfactory , 
and som etim es m o re  so, as  in his own little  p arlo u r in 
Spring s tre e t. O n e g en tlem an  in high official position 
mvited him to  h is  ow n house, a n d  took occasion  to  invite 
a large nu m b er o f  p erson al friends to  w itness w h at was 
to take place. T h e  p articu lars  have n o t transpired , 
except in a  g e n e ra l w ay. W a s  th is shrink in g from the  
light? D id  th is  show  a n  unw illingness to  have th e  
phenomena in vestig ated , on  th e  p a r t o f  th e  m edium  ?

In  som e o f  th e  exp erim en ts  and m anifestations d a rk ­
ness has been foun d to  be e s se n tia l ; and th is is a  prolific 
source o f  suspicion to  c ri tic s . B u t  we have never heard  
objection m a a e  to  th e  invariable p rocess o f  m anipulating  
in a  dark room  th e  n eg ativ e  o f  th e  ordinary photograph. 
W h v  do w e n o t  h e a r  freq u en t com p lain ts ag ain st these  
works o f  d ark n ess ?  b ecau se  i t  is w ell-know n th a t  light 
acts preju dicially  up on th e  chem icals used , and th e  plate  
is for th is  re a so n  shielded from  i t  u n til th e  fragile lines 
o f th e  sun draw n p ic tu re  h av e  been “ se t ”  b y th e  process  
of th e  acid  b ath . M o reo v er, m ost o f  th e  exp erim en ts  
o f Spiritualism ; lik e  th o se  o f  o th e r sciences, req u ire  
quietness an d  seclusion , r a th e r  th a n  th e  publicity  o f  the  
crowd, o r  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th o se  w ho com e o u t o f m ere  
idle cu rio sity , o r  to  find o ccasio n  to  je e r  a t  it . T he only  
excuse fo r  o ccasio n al p u b licity  is th e  desire to  rouse  
a m ore g en eral in t e r e s t ; b u t i t  even tu ates in quite as 
much h arm  a s  g o o d , an d  is  o f  v e ry  doubtful utility . 
A n astron o m ical o b serv ato ry  is n o t th e  p lace for a  popu­
lar en tertain m en t, b u t  fo r  clo se  and qu iet s tu d y ; and  
so also is  th e  ch em ist’s  la b o ra to ry , o r  th e  sch olar’s studio. 
Spiritualism  is  in  its  exp erim en ta l s ta te , and likely long  
to  rem ain so. W e  a r e  y e t  on ly  o n  th e  th resh old  o f  b y  
far th e  g ra n d e st o f  th e  s c ie n c e s ;  and w hile th e re  is 
room  fo r  all to  e n te r  in  and in v estig ate , such inquiry is 
incom patible w ith  cro w d s o r  noise, o r  an y  fram e o f  mind 
other th an  th a t  o f  th e  sin cere  and e a rn e st search er after  
“ Uth. T o su ch  w e say , co m e and w e will do you good. 
W e do n o t ask  y o u  t o  leav e  behind y o u r pow ers o f  dis­
crimination between the g en u in e a n a  th e  false. O n  th e

con trary , it is to  sift and sep arate  th ese th a t m any o f  
ou r experim ents are  in stitu ted. B u t  we say to  you, as  
a spirit on one occasion  said in N ew  Y o r k , “ B o y s o f  
th e  Press, d o n 't co lo u r th ese f a c ts ."  W e  a re  still"feel­
ing ou r way carefully, in but faint l ig h t ; and , you know  
things a re  not seen clearly  in th e  e a rly  dawn. Som e  
th a t seem  tru e  to  us m ay y e t tu rn  out to  be only  seem ­
ing ; while som e th a t ap p ear absurd to  you m ay y e t  
prove to  be living verities. U n d erstan d , to o , th a t  th is  
is yo u r work, as well as ou rs. W e  lay  n o claim  to  
monopolize th e  in vestigation , o r  th e  benefits to  a ccru e  
therefrom . T hey are  free to  all as th e  a ir  w e b reath e  
and th e  w ater w e drink. F o rm  y o u r ow n c irc le s  o f  
inquiry, and pursue th e  straigh tforw ard  co u rse  o f  tru th -  
seekers, and re s t  assu red  o f  su ccess in th a t quest.

T H E  O V E N S  C O N T R O V E R S Y .

Spiritualism  has been a tt ra ctin g  som e a tte n tio n  in th e  
Ovens d istrict lately . D rs. R oh n er and M u eller, having  
visited M r. F o s te r  and obtained som e sa tisfacto ry  te s ts ,  
sen t acco u n ts o f  th e ir  exp erien ces to  th e  Ovens a n d  
M u rra y  A d v ertiser  and F e d era l Sta n d a rd . T h eir le tte rs  
w ere criticised in editorials, and also  by a  M r. D arvall, 
who, whilst adm ittin g he had n o t in vestig ated  th e  sub­
je c t ,  y e t assum ed th a t he knew  all ab o u t it , and p ro ­
ceeded on th is assum ption to  th e  dem olition o f  D r. 
R oh ner'8 prem ises and evidences. H e  had, how ever, 
m istaken his m ark , for th e  D r .,  in a le t te r  published in 
th e  F ed era l Standard  o f  M ay 6 th , exposes tn e  fallacy o f  
M r. D arvall’s position, and sub jects him to  scath in g  
criticism , cu ttin g  th e  grou nd from  under him ; and leav­
ing him w ithout a leg to  stan d  upon. T he con tro v ersy , 
by eliciting several in terestin g  facts , will p rob ably  be 
th e  m eans o f inducing th e  th ou gh tfu l read er to  look 
fu rth e r in to  th e  subject.

T H E  M IS S IO N S  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

1. T o afford dem onstration o f  th e  fa ct- o f  th e  
im m o rtality  o f  th e  soul, and so to  a rre s t  th e  m aterial­
is tic  ten den cies o f  m odern philosophers, and to  disarm  
death o f  its terro rs.

2  T o throw  new lig h t on  th e  m oral go vern m en t o f  th e  
visible universe by invisible agen cies ; to  furnish  fresh  
proofs o f  th e  perfection s o f  th e  A lm ig h ty ; and to  dispel 
doubts o f  th e  efficacy o f  p ray er by disclosing its  tru e  
philosophy.

3 . T o sup plem ent th e  an cien t revelations o f th e  
fu tu re  s ta te . T o  prove th e  un brok en co n tin u ity  o f  
conscious ex isten ce  and personal id en tity  in th e  m ental 
cond ition o f th e  dep arted , and th e ir  ability and  
inclination to  open com m unications w ith th o se  whom  
th ey  have loved and left on earth .

4 .  T o disclose and p rom u lgate  th e  cond itions and  
law s of such open com m unication, and to  cau se  th e  
experien ce o f th e  m ost highly favou red few  to  be 
utilised fo r  th e  benefit o f  th e  less highly  favoured  
m any.

5 . T o teach  th a t th e  b est p rep aratio n  fo r  o u r  fu tu re  
s ta te  is  a  life o f  en erg y  and ac tiv ity , lived u p  to  th e  
ph ysical, m oral, and in tellectu al stan d ard  a tta in ab le  in  
th is w orld, b y th e  harm onious d evelop m en t an d  
adequate exercise  o f  all th e  facu lties w ith w h ich  each  
m an is individually endow ed, and th a t, w hile i t  is  w ell 
to  d irect special a tten tio n  to  th e  cu ltivation  o f  sp ecial 
ap titu d es, none o f th e  h ig h er facu lties  ca n  safely  be le f t  
uncultivated .

6 .  T o  vindicate and revive th e  tim e-h on ou red  b elief  
th a t  th e  p ro tectio n  o f  gu ard ian  angels is s till, and has  
ever been acco rd ed  to  m ankind, and to  p rov e th a t  th ese  
willing w ork ers e x e r t  a n  o ccu lt influence even  up on  
th ose who a re  w holly u n con sciou s o f  th e ir  p resen ce, and  
u tte r ly  ig n ore  th e ir  a g e n cy ; a n d  th a t th e ir  sp ecial 
m ission is  t o  keep alive th e  still, sm all voice o f  
conscien ce, and flash b rig h t th ou g h ts in to  th e  head, and  
p u re  and holy aspirations in to  th e  h e a r t, so  lo n g  as  th e ir  
ben ign influence is  n o t rep elled  by ob stin ate  p ersisten ce  
in th e  p ath  o f  tran sg ressio n . T h a t th e y  a re , indeed, 
f i l i n g  w ork ers o f  all good w ork s in  th e  sp ir it w orld , 
e v er re a d y  to  aid th o se  w ho n eed  th e ir  a id  in  a ll th in g s  
needful fo r  th e ir  tem p o ral and e te rn a l w elfare.
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7 . T o v indicate and revive th e  belief, as  old as  th e  
days o f  H esio d , th a t  ou r gu ard ian  angels a re  th e  spirits  
o f  o u r  d ep arted  fellow  m o rta ls , who, having once  
in hab ited  o u r  e a r th , have th e ir  exp erien ce  o f  the  
tro u b les  o f  life to  guide them  in m inisterin g to  us.

8 .  T o  re c tify  th e  c u rre n t m isconceptions o f  th e  
p o w ers o f  evil, and to  prove to  th e  w orld th at the  
r r i d c e  o f  D ark n ess em ploys in num erable agen cies, m ade  
read y  to  his hand by th e  ru lers  of th e  w orld in which 
w e live, inasm uch as th e  hosts who do his work a r e  th e  
undeveloped spirits who have passed unpurified from  
e a rth  life in to  th e  sp irit w orld , w hence th ey  gladly  
re tu rn  to  earth  to  g ra tify  th e ir  ow n evil passions by  
inspiring m en o f like passions w ith them selves with evil 
th o u g h ts  and im pu re desires.

9 .  T o convince th e  w orld th a t th e  pow ers o f  evil will 
oven tu ally  be conquered by th e  invisible hosts o f th e  
A lm ig h ty , w hen th e  end o f  th e  p resen t dispensation  
shall have com e, but n o t till a f te r  th e  earth  shall have 
been desolated by terrib le  w ars, which, w ithin th e  brief  
period  o f  te n  y ears  from  th e  p resen t tim e, will have 
ceased  fo r  ever, if  th e  w orld will b u t beliovo in the  
p o w er o f  th e  angel w orld to  deliver th em  from  th eir  
invisible foes.

1 0 . T o revive and p lace up on  a  n atio n al basis th e  
p ra c tice  o f  p rayin g  fo r  d ep arted  friends, by disclosing  
th e  fa c t th a t  th ey  often  y earn  for hu m an sym p ath y , and  
a r e  consciou s o f  its  being acco rd ed  th e m ; and th a t if 
th e y  have n o t y e t  risen  to  th e  h ap pier sp h eres, and a re  
still earth -b ou n d  sp irits, m essen g ers of m ercy  and love 
m ay be sen t to  aid th em  in an sw er to  ou r petitions.

11 . T o prove to  the world th a t the Btate o f  the soul 
after its  departure into sp irit life is n o t fixed final and 
stationary, bu t a  sta te  o f  progressive and eternal 
development, n o t a  state o f  rest and idleness, b u t a  
state  o f  energy and activ ity  in which all its  m ental 
powers cultivated on earth  will find suitable em ploy­
m ent, and in which m any other faculties now dorm ant 
will be developed— a sta te  much m ore closely 
resem bling our own than has heretofore been conceived 
of. T o show in short th a t the world has been heretofore 
loft to look forward to  re s t  in  heaven, as being the way 
in which i t  could b est be taught to rea lise  th e  sou l’s re ­
lease from  many o f th e  physical sufferings o f  th e  earth- 
life which are intended for the purification o f  th e  spirit.

12 . T o m ake c le a r  to  th e  w orld th a t th e  day o f  d eath  
is  th e  day o f  ju d gm en t, and th a t th e  p revalen t b elief in 
th e  resu rrec tio n  o f  th e  body is duo to  a  m iscon cep tion  of  
th e  fact o f  th e  resu rrec tio n  o f  th e  S p iritu al body which  
is co in cid en t w ith th e  death o f  th e  m o rta l body.

18 . T o th ro w  lig h t on  m an y m ost im p o rta n t physio­
lo g ical questions involved in th e  relatio n s o f  th e  in ­
dw elling soul and sp irit to  th e  m o rta l b o d y ; to  w it, th e  
actio n  o f  th e  m ind upon th e  brain , and th e  ac tio n  o f  the  
brain  upon th e  nervous system .

Id . T o  discover and p rom ote th e  develop m en t o f  
w h atever facu lties  m ay be la te n t in  hu m an n a tu re , and  
th ereb y  to  show th a t th e  unfolding o f  h igher and nobler  
facu lties  is  th e  u ltim ate  destiny o f  ev ery  soul o f  m an.

1 5 . T o  ex te n d  th e  dom ain o f  scien ce  to  th e  realm s o f  
th e  invisible, th e  im palpable, and th e  im ponderable, and  
t o  sup ersede th e  su p ern atu ral by proving th a t  th e  o ccu lt  
m ysteries o f hu m an n a tu re  h ereto fo re  deem ed beyond  
th e  re a ch  o f  hum an in te llect, i f  n o t forbidden to  hum an  
re se a rch , a re  destined to  be revealed  to  th e  tru th -se e k e r,  
t o  th e  un speakable advantage o f  hu m an ity .

1 6 . T o  dissip ate erron eou s views o f  th e  distinction  
b etw een  scien ce and religion, and to  build u p  a  new  
C h u rch  based on th e  id en tity  o f re lig io u s a n a  secu lar  
¡knowledge.

1 7 .  T o w innow th e  w h eat o f  tr u th  from  th e  chaff o f  
th eo lo g y , an d  reco n cile  an tag o n istic  creed s b y  elim inating  
th e ir  e r ro rs , a n d  m akin g m an ifest th e  sp iritu al tru th s  
w hich u n d erlie  all system s o f  relig iou s b elief i n . th e  
w o rld .-

1 8 . T o  o n co u rag e  willing w orks o f  love, m ercy,- and  
ch a rity  u p o n  e a r th .

1 9 . T o  p ro m u lg ate  a  soun der system  o f  p o litical 
eco n o m y  ca lcu la ted  to  rem ed y  m an y cry in g  social evils.

2 0 .  T o  rem ed y  th e  evils re su ltin g  from  excossive  
ir re g u la r ity  in th e  distrib u tion  o f  w ealth  u n d er th o  p re ­

se n t sy stem  o f  so cia l an d  p o litica l econ om y w hich haB 
m ade th e  rich  to o  r ic h  an d  th e  p o o r to o  poor.

2 1 . T o  sow th e  seeds o f  a" g en era l reform ation of  
m orals, an d  b rin g ab o u t th e  c u re  o f  m oral and physical 
diseases in th e  w ay w hich n a tu re  w ould be found to pre­
scrib e w hen h e r  o ccu lt law s co m e to  be understood.

2 2 .  T o b rin g ab o u t a  m o re  ration al ob servan ce o f  the 
day o f  re s t and re cre a tio n  b y a  m o re  liberal application 1 
o f th o  m axim  th a t  tho Sab b ath  w as m ad e fo r  m an, not 
m an for th e  Sab b ath , a m axim  which is  opposed to  the  
com m on p ra ctice  o f  m akin g i t  a  fast day.

2 3 . T o in tro d u ce  a  sou n d er system  o f  education by 
d irectin g  m ore spocial a tte n tio n  to  th e  discovery and 
cu ltivation  o f  tho n a tu ra l gifts  o f  o u r  ch ild ren , and by 
en cou rag in g th e  g en era l te a ch in g  o f  th e  elem ents of 
physiological and p sych ic scien ce  in o u r  elem entary  
schools, and seein g  th n t a n  in te llig en t app reciation  of  
th ese su b jects  is essen tial to  th e  a tta in m e n t o f  the 
h igh est physical, m oral, a n d  in te lle ctu a l developm ent—

2 4 . T o  vindicate, popu larise , and p e rfe c t th e  much 
n eg lected  b u t m ost im p o rtan t scien ces o f  phrenology and  
physiognom y, and in tro d u ce  th em  in to  ou r national 
schools and sem inaries', w ith a view  to  th e  u tilisin g  to  the 
u tm o st o f  o u r  ed u cation al reso u rce s , and to  th e  great 
benefit th a t would a c cr u e  to  so ciety  if  th e  p ra ctica l use of  
th ese  sciences in dealing w ith th e ir  neighb ors w ere under­
stood  by th e  people a t  large .

2 5 . T o  su g g e st reform s in th e  prin ciples o f  our 
crim in al legislation, and in th e  p ra ctice  o f  ou r penal 
establishm ents.

2 6 .  T o reform  tho principles o f  o u r  lunacy legislation 
and the practice o f o u r  lunatic asylumB.

2 7 .  T o b rin g a b o u t th e  lib eratio n  o f  m an y sensitives 
and m edium s now w ron gfu lly  in ca rce ra te d  in these 
asylu m s on a c co u n t o f th e ir  p ossessing facu lties not 
com prehended by tho facu lty , an d  who, if  liberated, 
u n d er ju d icio u s tre a tm e n t, w ould p rov e to  be some of 
th o  m o st useful m em b ers o f  society .

2 8 . T o in a u g u ra te  exten sive  s a n ita ry  reform s by en­
forcin g  th e  m o re  gonoral ap p lication  o f  th e  principle  
th a t  preven tion  is b e tto r  th an  cu re , and by suggesting  
rad ical im provem ents in th e  p rin cip les and p ractice  of 
th e  healing a r t . Su ch  im provem ents m ay con sist in the 
in trod u ction  of m o re  scientific m ethods o f  using re­
so u rces  provided by th o  beneficent actio n  o f  th e  laws of 
th e  w orld o f  sp irits , in th e  su g g estio n s o f  novel applica­
tio n s o f  th e  u se  o f ch an ges o f te m p e ra tu re , and o f  the  
u ses o f  a ir , ligh t, and darkn ess, in th o  disclosu re o f the 
u se  o f  m an y sim ple rem edies a t  p re s e n t unknow n to  the 
w orld , and o f  th e  efficient use o f  m an y h ith erto  misused 
d ru g s, and in th e  d ev elop m en t o f  th e  rem ed ial uses of 
e le c tr ic ity  and m agnetism , w hich, alth ou gh  o f  la te  in tro­
du ced b y a  few  enligh tened p ractitio n ers , a r e  still ignored 
b y th o  fa cu lty  a t  large .

2 9 . T o  su g g est reform s in th o  p rin cip les upon which 
ou r hospitals a re  co n d u cted , and to  b rin g  th e ir  practices  
m ore in to  harm ony w ith th e  law s w h ich  n atu re  pre­
scribes.

3 0 .  T o  revive th e  a n cie n t p ra c tic e  o f  healing by im- 
osition o f  han ds, and to  build u p  as  a  scien ce th at 
eneficent a r t ,  as  a n cie n t as  th e  w orld  itself, which is

know n am on g us by th e  m odern  n am e o f  “  m esm erism ;” 
an a r t  w hich is em p irically  p ra ctise d  all ov er th e  world 
u n d er variou s n am es, b u t  w hoso sp h ere  o f  usefulness 
w ould be v astly  en larg ed , if  th e  p rin cip les w hich lie  a t  
th o  r o o t  o f  th e  p ra c tic e  w ere  m ad e to  y ie ld  th e ir  secrets  
to  scien tific  re se a rch .

3 1 .  T o  revive  and pop u larise  th o  a n c ie n t p ra c tice  of 
crem atio n , w hich is  so p referab le  to  b u ria l, fro m  a  sani­
ta r y  p o in t o f  view , a n d  w hich w ill b o u sefu l to  m ake the  
w orld u n d erstan d  th a t  th o  body w ill n o t  r ise  again  in  
flesh, b u t in  th e  spirit.

3 2 . T o  m in ister  con solatio n  t o  th e  b ereaved , and prove 
th a t  i t  w ould  b e  m o re  ra tio n a l to  m o u rn  fo r  th e  su r­
vivors.

3 3 .  T o su g g e st reform s in  th e  p rin cip les o f o u r  P o or  
L a w  L e g is la tu re , a n d  rem ed ies fo r  th e  te rrib le  evils of 
o u r  w o rk -house system .

3 4 . T o cau se  th e  r ig h ts  of, th e  lab o rin g  classes to  a
la rg e r  share o f  th e  p ro d u ce  o f  th e ir  la b o r  to  b e  oon- . 
ceded. .

35. To im p rove th e  con d ition  of the laboring classes in
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this coun try  in th e  m a tte r  o f  w ag es, in  th e  m a tte r  o f  
dwellings, in th e  m a tte r  o f  e d u catio n , and in th e  m atter  
of well-doing in th e  w orld’; and esp ecially  to  am eliorate  
the condition o f  th e  w o rk ers in facto ries,-m ills, mines, 
aml m ineral w orkshops and m an u facto ries  dealing with 
poisonous m aterials , who sacrifice  th e ir  health  for hire, 
and who will n o t help th em selv es ; and th o se  who labor 
¡n the stin kin g w orkshops o f  p riv a te  tradesm en who will 
not help th e ir  w ork peop le. W e  a r e  n o t blind to  the fact 
th at the a tte n tio n  o f  th e  L e g is la tu re  has o f  late been 
directed to  th ese  c ry in g  evils, b u t wo know  th a t Legisla­
tion has been pow erless to  e ra d ica te  th e m , and we believe 
that it will co n tin u e  to  be pow erless un til th e  tru e  prin­
ciples o f actio n  co m e to  be b e t te r  un derstood ; and these 
principles we believe i t  to  b e  th e  m ission o f  Spiritualism  
to inculcate.

30 . To raise  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  h u m an ity , and improve 
the physical and m e n ta l con d ition s o f  fu tu re  generations, 
by directing a tte n tio n  to  m an y q u estion s rela tin g  to  
m arriage, and th e  p sych olog ical influences affectin g u n ­
born babes w hich have been so grievo u sly  overlooked, to  
the g reat d e trim en t o f  th e  hu m an ra ce , ajid especially  
effects resu ltin g  from  m a rria g e s  effected  from  m ercenary  
motives, and from  th e  irre g u la ritie s  incidental to  the  
more o r  less nom inal ce lib acy  o f  so la rg e  a  percen tage  
of the population.

37. To cau se  th e  rig h ts  o f  w om an to  be recogn ised  to  
the full.

38 . T o cau se  th e  w ron gs o f  w om an to  bo red ressed  to  
tho full.

39 . T o open th e  ch u rch e s  o f  E n g lan d  to  th e  free  use 
of the laity  fo r  th o  s e cu la r  in stru ctio n  o f  th o  people on 
week days and S u n d ays, a f te r  th e  brilliant exam ple r e ­
cently se t by th o  D ean  o f  W e stm in s te r , and to  show 
that all tru th , all kn ow led ge, and all wisdom m ay fitly bo 
taught th erein  w ith o u t p ro fan atio n  from  tho pulpits 
hitherto m onopolised b y  th e  c le rg y , b u t h e re a fte r  de­
stined for th e  free  u se  o f  faith fu l m ediums.

•tO. T o in au g u rate  a  un iversal m issionary w ork w ith a 
view to  m ak e th e  w orld w iser a n d  m o re  willing to  render  
efficient help to  th o  p o o r, th e  w eak, and th e  afflicted, 
wherever th e y  a r e  to  be foun d, and gen erally  to  do the  
work o f  th e  sp irit-w o rld  in am ending th e  evils o f  th e  
world in which w e live.

41 . T o te a c h  th a t  th e  la s t  will be th e  first in th e  
Kingdom  o f  H e a v e n , if  th e  la s t is th e  m o st deservin g in 
tho w orld o f  sp irits , a n d  h as been th e  m o st deservin g in 
the earth -life  ; an d  th a t  th e  firs t in e a rth ly  h on ors will 
be th e  la s t in  sp irit-life  i f  he h av e  now  no h ig h e r p lace by 
his own m erits.

4 2 . A n d  g e n e ra lly  to  en lig h ten  th e  w orld in all m at­
ters in which th o  o c c u lt  influence o f  sp iritu al ag en cy  has 
boon h ere to fo re  ignored .

Advertl« Lenta.

A  G O O D  T E S T  O F  S P I R I T  I N T E L L I G E N C E .

N ow  th a t  th e  “ u n con sciou s cereb ra tio n ” th e o ry .is  so 
frequently r e v iv e d . b y  S cep tics , to  a cco u n t for th e  
m ental p h enom en a o f  S p iritu alism , th e  following 
e xtracts  from  a  le t te r  r e c e n tly  received  A o m  a  frien d a t  
C astlem aine, w ill n o t  b e  u n in te re s tin g :—

“ W e  s a t  som e tim e  b efore  w e had an y  m anifestation, 
and I  th o u g h t w e w e re  go in g  to  h av e  a  blank night, 
however a t  la s t th e  ta b le  com m en ced  to  m ove, an d  afte r  
a little  w hile s p e lt  o u t  w h a t app eared  to  u s , a  com plete  
jum ble o f  u n m ean in g  w o rd s, b u t th e  la s t w ord being  
‘ M odena,’ o n e  o f  th e  s it te rs  (w ho w as a  G e rm a n ), m ade  
th e  re m a rk  th a t  i t  w as m o s t lik ely  I ta lia n , th a t  city  
being in  I ta ly ,  an d  a lth o u g h  all laughed a t  th e  idea, i t  
was d eterm in ed  to  g e t  i t  tr a n s la te d  i f  possib le, which  
was done, a n d  th is  is  i t ,  “ L e t  n o t y o u r h e a r t  fear, you  
are in  good k eep in g ,”  g ivin g  n am e and place. I  have 
no doubt th is  m essag e  w as fo r  m yself, I  a c tin g  as  
M edium , an d  u n d e r  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  y o u  ca n  se e  how  
applicable i t  w as. I t -  w as a  m o st con v in cin g p ro o f th a t  
i t  never cam e fro m  th e  m ind s o f  an y  o f  th e  s itte rs , for 
n o t o n e  w as acq u ain ted  w ith Ita lia n , and i t  w as a  m ere  
guess o f  M r , K— s’ th e  n a m e  o f th e  p lace  “ M od en a”  
suggesting th e  co n n exio n  w ith  I ta lia n .”

W e  have m e t w ith  m a n y  in stan ces  in  o u r  exp erien ce  
o f p erso n s w ritin g  in  lan g u ag es un kn ow n to  th em , and  
which th e y  w e re  to ta lly  u n ab le to  tra n sla te .

M A R R I A G E .

O n th e  4 th  M ay, a t All S ain t's  C h u rch , S an d h u rst, by 
the R ev J .  C  M 'Cullagh. A b rah am , th e  th ird  son of 
M r. Abraham  R ichardson, o f  L o n g  G u lly , S an d h u rst, to  
Em m a, th e  eld est d au g h ter o f  M r. J a r e d  G rah am , m iller, 
o f Eu ro a.

T o persons desirous o f  spreadin g a  know ledge o f  
Spiritualism  and liberal th eolo gy. O n re ce ip t o f  five 
shillings th e  undersigned will forw ard  to  auy p a r t  o f  
1 ictoria One H u nd red T ra c ts , P am p h lets , and P a p e rs  
on Spiritualism  and F re e  T h o u g h t, adap ted  for c ircu la ­
tion am ong all classes o f society .

W . I I  T E R R Y , 9 0  R u ssell S tre e t .

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

CO P IE S  o f M um ler’s S p irit P h o to g rap h s  on  Sale, 
Is . 6d. each .; 10s. th e  s e t  o f  n in e. A lso som e 

F re n ch  S p irit P h otograp h s, ju s t  received  by M ail. 
W . H . T erry , 9 0  R u ssell S tre e t .

B R IT T A N ’S  J O U R N A L ,

O f Spiritual Scien ce, L ite r a tu r e , A r t  a n d  In sp iration . 
Tho D ynam ics o f  Subtile A g e n ts  ; th e  R ela tio n s, F a c u l­
ties  and F u n ctio n s o f th e  M ind ; Philosoph y o f  th e  
Spiritual Life  and W o rld  ; an d  th e  prin ciples o f  U n iv e r­
sal P rogress.

Published Q u arterly , S . B . B r i t ta n , M .D ., E d ito r. 
E a ch  p art contains 1 4 2  p ag es, la rg e  8v o ., o f  high class  
m atter  and a  steel p la te  illu stra tio n . M elb ou rn e Sub­
scrip tion , 1 8 / .  per annum . C o u n try , 2 0 / .  V o l I ,  for 
1 8 7 3 , can be supplied. N o. 5 ,  d u e  b y n e x t  m ail.

W . H . T E R R Y , A g e n t, 9 0  R u ssell S t .,  M elb ou rn e.

N E W  B O O K S ! N E W  B O O K S  !

J ust R eceived from America and England.

“ T he C lock stru ck  O n e,”  by th e  R ev . Sam uel W atson-. 
Os. 9d.

“ T he C lock stru ck  Tw o,”  b y th e  R e v . S am u el W a tso n . 
2 s . 3d.

“ T h e  M y stery  o f  Edw in D ro o d ,” from  th e  sp irit-p en  o f  
C harles D ickons, 5 0 0  la rg e  8vo . p ag es o f  w onderfully  
in terestin g m atter . P r ic e  9s. T h is book has cre a te d  
qu ite a sensation in A m erica , th e  w h ole o f  th e  1 s t  
edition being im m ed iately tak en  up.

“ T h e  D evil and his M ak er.” Is.
“ Tipping his T ab les.” I s .  3d.
“  V ita l F o r c e .” 2s. 3d .
E lijah  K ello g 's  T ales— “ S p ark  o f  G e n iu s ;”  “ Y o u n g  

S h ip b u ild ers;” “ B o y  F a r m e r s  ;”  “  L io n  B e n  ,”  hand­
som e g ilt editions. 5s . each.

“ R e p o rt o f  th e  L ondon Dialectical Societv on Spir it­
ualism.” 4 0 3  larg e  8vo . pag es, clo th , g ilt  le tte re d , 5s . 
5  copies fo r  20 s .

“ E so te ric  A n th rop olog y,”  b y  T . L .  N ich o lls, M -D . 5 s . 6 d  
“ S exu al P h ysiology ,”  b y T ra il. E n g lish  ed itio n , 6 s . 6d . 
« C are e r o f R elig iou s I d e a  th ro u g h  su ccessiv e ag es , 

H udson T u ttle . E n g lish  ed ition , 3 s .  6d.
“ H u m an  P h ysiology ,” D r . N ich olls. I llu s tra te d  6 s . 6d . 
«  T h e  D u ties  o f  P a re n ts .” 3s. 6d.
« in cid e n ts  in m y L ife ,”  D . D . H o m e , 2 n d  series. 6 s . 6 d .  
" T h e  D eb atable L a n d ,” b y R . D . O w en. E n g lish  

edition 1 0 s .; A m erican  edition 9s.
“ R elig ion  an d  D em o cracy ,”  S . B .  B r i t ta n , M .D . I s .
«  L e c tu re s  on Spiritualism ,”  & c., b y  G e o . S e x to n , M .A .,  

L .L .D . .  F .A .S .,  F .Z .S .,  & c. P r ic e  3 d . each .
«  O n th e  co n n ectio n  o f  C h ristian ity  w ith  S o la r  W o p

A  l a r g e 1 n u m b er o f L ib e ra l and S p iritu al P a m p h le t*  
from  3d . upw ards.
A  fresh 'su p p ly o f  B o ta n ic  M ed icin es j u s t  lan d ed . , 

W. H. T E R R Y ,  L ib e ra l a n d  R e fo rm  Book Depot,
9 6  R u sse ll S tre e t .
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JOHNSTONE O’SHANNESSY & CO., A R T I S T  P H O T O G R A P H E R S
B Y  A P P O IN TM E N T TO  H .R .H . THE DUKE OF EDIN BUR GH, AND TO H IS  EXCELLENCY TH E GOVERNOR,

NEXT POS T O r r i C E ,  ME L B O U R N E .

C o u n t r y  A g e n ts
Cas/l&maine— H . B am fo rd , B u ll S tre e t .
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, 2 2 8  H ig h  S tre e t ,  
Staw ell—
Ta ra dale— M r. C. W a rre n .
S y d n ey — M r. J .  F e rg u so n , B o o k seller, & c .,4 2 6  G eo rge  

S tre e t .

A g en ts  w anted f o r  a l l  p a rt s  o f  the Colony.

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyant for Diagnosing Disease

F e e  1 0 s .

T H E  C O T T A G E ,
3 0  R u B a e l l  S t r e e t :

Singer’« Bowing tvx n c  li lneB

The highest prem ium  in tho g ift o f  th e  public has again been awarded to
T H E  S I N G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E  C O M P A N Y

Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.
These Returns show the sales of the SIN G ER to have reached 

the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,254 Mach in es in fa vo b  ok t h e  Sin o e b ,

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SIN G ER for 1873, to  be 2471 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the SIN G ER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago F ire  Suffcteri. 
The Machines were the free g ift of the committee, and each appli­
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

N o t e  t h e  R e s u l t  : Of those ordered, the SIN G ER COMPANY 
SU PPLIED  2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 236 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—“ New York Dispatch." 

STANFORD k  CO., Comer Bourke and Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

P H Q T Q - A R  T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A IN D CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E 8 T A B L I 8 H E D  1 8 5 4 ) ,
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address,

__________________________ 4 : 1  O OjX. X. 1 7 X 7  B  S T  R  B E T  DE3 A  S  T  .

P i i z e
M e d a l .

m

S y d n e y  
E x h i b i t i o n  

1 8 7 3 .

S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .
PALM A M  Q U I M E B U IT  F E B A T .

c r o n n s r  r o s i e r ,
prbmxbb m & m  mAKmm,

B y  ipecialapjiointm ent to  Ilia Excellency Sir G. F. Bowen,o.C.m.o.
4 0  S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,  M E L B O U R N E .

Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

B Y  E L E C T R I C  T E L E G R A P H ,
T H E

West End of Lontjonm Melbourne.
S y d n ey , 2n d  M ay , 1 8 7 3 . 

T o  M r. JO H N  R O S I E R ,  B o o t M a k e r,
4 6  S w a n sto n  S t r e e t ,  M elbou rn e .

Ju d g e s  aw ard  M ed al to  yon, sa y in g  “  H ig h ly  
A r t is t ic  an d  B e a u tifu lly  M ad e . E q n a l to  A n y­
th in g  o f  th e  k in d  from  th e  W e s t  E n d  o f  L on d on .’’ 

E x h ib itio n  B u ild in g s . J .  G . K N IG H T .

8 ole Proprietor of tho “  C a n t e r b u r y  B u o k le  B o o t , ”  tho I n s t a n t e r  
F a o te n in R -  B o o t ”  and tho E l e v a t e u r  B o o t . ”  (Registered according 
to Act of Parliament).

The “ I n sta n teb” is put on more instantaneously than the 
ordinary elastic-side boots, besides which a  sustained ventilation  
is  provided for, so indispensible for health in  warm climates.

The “Elevateur" is scientifically constructed to augment the 
height of the wearer, and impart a graceful appearance to the 
foot, and symmetrical arch to the instep.

The INSTANTER and ELEV A TEU R are equally suitable for 
Ladies’ or Gentlemen's wear.
R O SIE R ’S  MANUFACTURES are 

ated for their combination of
ELEGANCE, EX C E LL EN C E , AND

' so permanently appreoi

EX C E LL EN C E , AND ECONOMY, 
throughout AUSTRALASIA and the IN D IES, as to require no 

detailed enumeration of their respective merits 
A S p e c ia l t y  R O SIER ’S  P RIZ E SHOOTING BOOTS 

been thoroughly tested during the past Shooting season 
w  pronounced to  be unsurpassed in any quarter o f the

London, and New York, Fashions by Arrival op 
Every Mail.

Lasts Modelled to suit the Anatomical requirements of each foot 
under the immediate supervision of the Proprietor. 

O B SE R V E  : 46 SWANSTON STR EE T, between Carton's and 
Rainbow Hotels.

____________ near town hall, same bide.

P B O F E S S O B  H U G H E S ,
A c a d e m y  o f  M usic,

1 5 5  C O L L I N S  S T R E E T  E A S T ,
Near the Melbourne Club.

U N D  I R O Y A L

m
P A T R O N A G E .

MAYALL & SONS’
NEW P H O T O G R A P H IC  P O R T R A IT  S T U D IO ,

g A S T E B H  JLS C J L P 3 B«
Messrs. M AYALL beg leave to  announce the Opening of their 
New Branch Establishment a t the EA STERN  ARCADE, built 
expressly, from their designs, by Messrs. Crawford and Packham, 
and, beyond doubt, the finest in the Southern Hemisphere. The 
magnificent studio is unusually lofty and spacious, being 44 feet 
in  length ; facing nearly south, the sun's rays are excluded, which 
keeps the place cool, a great desideratum in  these warm latitudes, 
and one that has been to a great extent lost sight of. The Recep­
tion Room, or Picture Gallery, is lighted exclusively from a sky­
light, admitted to be best for showing pictures. Messrs. Craw­
ford and Packham, with great liberality, having adopted Messrs. 
Mayall’s plans in their entirety, the result is  one of the finest and 
most efficient Studios ever built. The Public are most respect­
fully invited to inspect their large collection of Specimens at 
either establishment.

MAYALL & SONS, Photographers,
2 2 4  &  2 2 6  R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n  ;  9 0  &  9 1  K in g ’s 

R o a d , B r i g h t o n ;

AND E A S T E R N  A R C A D E ,
MELBOURNE.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE 
SPIRITUALISTS-

SU N D A Y  E V E N I N G  S E R V I C E S  a t  th e
H a ll, L o n sd a le  S tre e t , (o p p o site  th e  H o sp ita l.) 

7  p .m . S u n d ay , J u n e  7 th , M u sica l S ervice .

T h e  P ro g re ss iv e  L y ce u m  m e e ts  as  ab o ve a t  1 1  a.m ., 
en q u irers a n d  frien d s o f  th e  m o v em en t a r e  in vited to  
atten d .

S E ] _ A - T S  F R E E .
“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

TH E VICTORIAN EXPO N EN T OF 8PIB ITO A LISM  AND 
F R E E  THOUGHT

S u b scrip tio n , T ow n , 5 / -  p e r  an n u m ; C o u n try , 5 /6  
N eig h b o u rin g  C olonies a n d  G r e a t  B rita in , 6 / -  

S u b scrip tio n s d a te  from  S e p tem b er t o  A u g u st.

Printed by B . Purton k d o., a t their Offlce. lOeHUiabcth Street, Mel boom« 
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