| No- 8

veloped by wise and lovmg teachers.
. harmonious and successful plan on wluch these institu- |
 tions were based, at once eemmended 1teelf to his reason
as epphcable to the requlretnents of the rising generetlon
on earth; and induced him to. brmg the matter under
‘the notlce of several promment Spmtuahsts 5 ‘who, in
| conJunotron with him, succeeded in establishing the first |
.~ Lyceum'in New York Ja anuery 25th 1863. . The. successff;
" of this induced the fermetlon of a seeond and 80 on,
- ‘untll at the present time almost every town of 1mport- 1
- ance ha.s ite Lyceums, the moral and rehglous eﬂ'ect of
o 'whlch will, no doubt, exercise a eelutery mﬁuence on’ the |
,‘nsmg genera.tron of Spmtua.hsts and freethmkers The 1
, lldee upon wh1ch these institutions is based s, that the
| child’s mtultlons are orlgmally and na.turally pure, a.ndg
o only reqmre favorable circumstahces to expand and de- |
- ;velop n: hermony with Neture slaw. On page 5 of the-
. Lyceummanual under the headmg, “An idea of true educa- :
" tion! we read, the divine image is wzthm » Tt is the end
o of true educetlon to develop that image, and so truly, too,
 that the child's individuality and constitutional type of
* ‘mind shall not be impaired, but rather revealed in its
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| ONE of the most 1nterestmg feehlree of Modern A_merloen
Spmtuehsm is the establishment and progress of the
children’s progressive Lyceums. The plen of these institu:

1 hened by livi d
 tions was first brought under notice by. A. J. Davis, who,. ‘.strengt ened by Vmg WOrds. .

chﬂdren n the summer. lend belng eduoeted and de-

own fullness and personel perfectlon “Be ye perfeot

{  even as the Father in heaven is perfect,” is an injunetion
~ of sublimest 1mport
ol of the individual i i emenable to that heavenly prme1ple
g Everythmg lms a glory of its own.
| . - ";educatlon is to reveal the hfe end the form of that m- -

Every faculty and every function

“The highest aim of

oll“ ) "l‘ . . 'f\;‘~

_ | There is no life, where there is no love.

The muslcally |

d1v1dua.l perfectron whlch l)mne Wisdom hés lmplanted |
in the human spirit.” On page 6 and 7, the true method
of Spirit culture is thus described :—“Children aresocial.
The ties of friendship are the ties of divine love. The / |

- | lifé of the infinite Grod flows through the social affections!

Heart touches
heart in the sphere of heavenly friendship.

tion. - Conversation; it is the heavenly method of teaehmg

’ 'belong to the epmt ’.l‘he youthful heart is full of epho-.‘ " i

risms.
'ngs of genlus, come forth when the rlght questlons;

| are lovmgly put. ‘Forms and strict routine are required

jonly for the externel and ﬂeetmg purpeses of education.

| Austere text boeks and solemn teachers are &dapted to L R
- "‘schools, where chﬂdren are o “be instructed a.nd o

“finished” for an outward work in the busy world of
thmgs and sense but we. ere remmded thet “ wrsdom 8
“ways are ways of pleesa.ntnees " “True éducation i is ad-

"dressed to the Teason,” through the soelal aﬁ‘eetlons 3

-;whereby the child-nature is made to grow in goodness, |
»,,end to. hear the frmts of nghteousnes:s " Tn the arrange- o
ment a;nd conduct of these 1nst1tut10ns, there is much to

generally prompted to accept office, by motives of phdan- e ‘. '»
trophy, and a sincere desire to expa,nd the youthful mind

‘mind to them, and gives them greater influence. Next,the , -

The lips =
‘grow rosy and dewy with tender and eloquent words of
2 WleOm, under the magic mﬂuence of unselfisk a.ﬂ'eetlon. S
"The tongue and he eye are the true organs of instrue-

| The mtultmns and: the thmkmg faculties are touchedand =~ ‘*. -
 The fields of nature lend =

" in the course of his examinations and- investigations mtof endless cherms to the. quwkened 1ntelhgence The

the nature of the after life, met with associations of “realms of solence, phﬂosophy, literature, art, and music,

'l‘he mfalhble words of God’s truth on the", o

la,ttract and attaeh the seholars to them. Flrstly, theig l |
conduetors and leaders being voluntary oﬁieers, they are

toa knowledge of thoge Spmtuel truths from whlch theya . : '
have. personally, derived hepplness hence, the genuine- S R
ness of their eﬁ'orts, impress, - and ettra.ot the youthful S

‘gymbols embodied in the colours, badges, and designa- L
‘tions of the eeveral groups, aﬁ'ord an 1nexheustable fund - : o
for interesting thought and that ideal esplratlon which

is 8o natural to the youthful mtellect In a oomplete“_,, “ .
Lyceum, the clnldren ‘are classified in- twelve groups, .
oa.lled—-Fountam, Stream, Rlver, Lake, Sea, 009&11: ShOI‘O’ e g

Beaoon, Banner, Star, Excelslor, and beerty grou s.




-

 The following will illusirate their suggestiveness of
. poetic imagéry and picturesque views of truth and pro-
gress:— o
- From a primal “ Fountain” all things flow.
' The “Btream" of Love flows onward for ever.
~The “ Biver” of Truth shall eternally roll.
Heaven is reflected by the peaceful “ Lake.”
. We safely sail over Life's throbbing “ Ses.”
~ The tide of Love’s infinite “ Ocean’’ never ebbs.
- Truth’s golden sands are on the  Shore.””
Wisdom’s “ Beacon” lights our upward pathway.
- Beautiful is the “ Banner” of Righteousness,
" Reason i# the guiding “ Star” of the soul.
“ Excelsior” is the watchword of eternal progress.
" The love of “ Liberty” is sacred and eternal.

| Eac‘h_ group is prdﬁided' with its appropriate banner, the

- colors signifying degrees of Love, viz., No. 1, Red, open- |

. ing Tiove; No. 2, Pearl, Reciprocal Love ; No.3, Orange,
.. Constructive Love; No. 4, Lilac, Expanding Love ; and

. _soon through the series. Each banner bears a painted
- illustration, | expressive of its significance, for instance,
" the No.1 Banner represents a “fountain,” gushing
REET /‘fi‘_!_frdx.;itirregularly' masqéd rock indicating the unformed

. character and impulsiveness of childhood, and the others |

~ have similarly appropriate illustrations. In comnection
' with:the instruction, there is a system of ‘light gym-
. masties, with musicalaccompaniment ; and, another at-

R tractive feature is the Silver chiain recitations, which
vy = ~consist of -appropriate pieces of poetry and hymns of |
¢°| '« aspiration, the leader’and pupils reading or singing

| - alternate lines. Fach Lyceum has its annual festival day,
" ' when other Lyceums are invited, and tableaux, plays, &c.,
_are performed, and prizes distributed to the members,
it hag also'its anniversary picnic; which, appears from
L ;‘;fhe}gleséifipti()n~ given of them in the American papers,

" ourgivingafuller description of those-really admirable
S | .. institutions, we shall probably continue the subject ina

" sbout i, will nd the wholo aystm i  concie form, i
~ “TBo Manual for Children’s Progressive Lycoums,” by
A, J. Davis; copies of- which are obtainable in this city.

+

~ -Our old friend, \Mp B. 8. Nayler, has again taken the.
-~ field in'the, cause of SPirituaﬁsm, ‘and commenced 'the
~-campaign with a most intéresting lecture, which he ‘de-
- livered af- the Town  Hall, St. Kilda, on the 19th,
+ Forester's Hall, Fitzroy, on the 20th, and Free.
-magon’s Hall, Melbourne, on the 26th of October. The
- lectiire was a direct appeal to the reason of the audiences
‘r and free from all theological bias. Mr. Nayler's pre-
- .vious efforts as a lecturer on Spiritualism, have, through
_-..the unpopularity of his religious opinions, to which too
~‘great a prominence was unfortunately given, left an un- .
- favorable impression on the minds of the many whose
. views were opposed to his. The present lecture was
. remarkably exempt from anything of a doctrinal or con-
- troversial character, or what could reasonably be objected
*.to by any Christian. The lecturer pointed out that,
. notwithstanding the majority of the civilized inhabitants
~of Christendom treat Spiritism with eithet stolid in-
-+ difference or marked contempt, yet, as thousands of the
- " most-eminent men in divinity, physic, and law, as well as-
. thousands of the most celebrated literati, and scientists,
- are its confessed converts and avowed advocates—main.
taining that Spiritism, and. Spirition alone, gives PROOF.
~ of'a future existence, while sacred books only propound
. it;—Bpiritism is not a fitting subject to'be pooh-poohed

- to be very successful, and well conducted. - Space forbids |

* future number, meantime those who desire to know more |

»

hinker became a Spiritustist), who evidently foresaw

riglistic manufacturing age? No! for amidst the

and, even in the most cloudless skies of scepticism, I see
& raincloud no bigger than a man’s hand—it is
MODERN SPIRITISM!” . And despite all opposition

-gressing from age to age, until it shall cover the face of
ghe, earth, as the waters cover the bottom of the great

eep. : | . S

S%iritism,», he defined to be a belief and declara-
tion of the practicability and actuality of Spirit-inter-
course between this world and the next; and all men,
women, and children, who were participators in this
intercourse, were Spiritists. He objected to the com-

‘nated with the Fox family in 1848, and pointed out
several mnotable instances of  earlier manifestations.
Spiritists he said, did not cast the Bible behind their
‘backs, as they have been falsely accused of doing; but

‘wrote—Reason can, and it ought to judge, not only of the
meaning, but'also of the morality and evidence of
Revelation. : o E

original revelation of Himself to man.”
also quoted Bishop Marsh, and the present Archbishop
of Canterbury to the same effect. He reminded his
hearers that all new doctrines were invariably condemned
by the unreasoning many, as heterodox. Even Paul

of sedition. He cited as instances of the popular preju-

- Gall, the steamship by Henry Bell,

Under these circumstances it was not to be expected
that Spiritism would meet with any better reception, but

operation of some undiscovered natural law, and proved
‘these to be inadequate to account for the numerous and

‘counted for b ‘ ppes he
public to investigate for themselves regardless of what

to a belief of immortality through Spiritism, and pointed
Spiritism, and rejecting the demonstrable Spiritism of

‘the present day. “He'expressed his regret that Mel.

‘were they to appear as what they were, their moral

to Holy Spiritism, which would quickly raise it in the

. by any one capable of rationsl enquiry. . He. quoted | the teachings of the Chief of Spiritists, Jesus of Naza-
 Lond Broughem (sior that ominont statesman ad | reth, who apake s nover mha spake!” -

Spiritism he believed would now go on, and on, pro-

“monly received idea that the Spirit manifestations origi-

the expansion of the Spiritusl belief in his characteristic =
allusion to the Little Cloud, the following were .his
Lordship’s words—“Is Spiritisln foreign to our mate- .

varieties of mind which divers cireumstances produce,
are found those who cultivate man’s Righest faculties;

they endeavor to interpret the Scriptures by the light of .
Reason ; for, as Butler, the pious Bishop of Durham,

Dr. Arnold maintained—The gift of Reason is God's |
 The lecturer

‘was spoken of in his tiime as a pestilent fellow and sower -

dice against anything new or novel, the introduction of
vaccination by Jenner, of é)hrenology» Spurzheim and
He tas, the electric
telegraph by Wheatstone, and railroads by Gray, the
men who introduced or strove to do so, all these great
facts, were denounced as visionaries, fools, or madmen.

being as great a fact as any of those alluded to, it must
inevitably be acknowledged as such. The Lecturer next
examined and ably disposed of the three principal objec- =
tions to Spiritism, viz, Fraud, Self-delusion, and The

| varied manifestations which were reported on.unim-
peachable authority to have taken place in Melbourne .
and suburbs. The only hypothesis that would fully -
| cover the facts was Spirit agency. He pointed out that
the most incredulous and acute scientific investigators

- while adhering to their disbelief in Spiritism, frankly, -
"confess that several of the manifestations cannot be ac- =~
any known law, and he appealed to the =

‘has been said or written for or against Spiritism. He
instanced several notable cases of materialists brought

‘out the inconsistency of believing ancient and recorded

bourne Spiritists should keep their meetings and com-
munications 8o much to themselves, and thought that-

_character and standing in society would give an impetus

appreciation of the public, and silence the scoffers of =~
' Gtod’s best gift to man. 'The Lecturer read some inter- -
“esting extracts from the investigations of several emi-
nent investigators of the Spiritual phenomena, and in. .
‘conclusion said—-* Whatever others may say or write
concerning Spirit intercourse, or Spirit influence, I wish - .

it to be clearly understood by my respected hearers, that
“the Spiritism . I.profess tends to make 'its votaries wiser, -
“better, happier. And that it is in strict accordance with-
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- Oommunsoations for imgftim, in this Jmal should be

1 think my argument will be best deﬁnedbythefollow

plainly written, and as concisé ae possible.
“« Ignotue.”"—Tb publish your letter would necessitate a
- lengthy reply. We think our answer to your last,
suffioiently clear and definite for our readers generally,
. and believe our time and space may be more profit-
- ably occupicd than entering into o metaphysical argu-
meni for your personal edification. -

We had intended fo insert an ably written Article, from the

pen of MrJ. W. Thomson, entitled “Bigotry and
Free Thought,” but from the length of the article,
 and delay
- doing so.

., TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

. DEar S1r,—With your kind permission, I proceed to
state the Scriptural argument againt modern Spiritism.
I shall do this as precisely and concisely as I can; and,
should any remark which you might consider offensive
escape me, be assured it is an inadvertence for which I

~ shall always be willing to apologize.
- At'the outset allow me to say that, from the very first,
. I'have never doubted the fact of man’s ability to com-

mune with the Spirit world, nor the manifestations which

‘usually take place at Spiritual seances. -Of course, self-
- delusion and humbug g

 with these matters ; but I have never doubted that,. as a

~ rule, the phenomena of Spiritism were due to the intelli-

- gent powers, of another sphere. .~ . o

ave been occasionally mixed up

ing propositions :—

1 : (

L The practice of niodern1,'Spiiiitism;i3fzc§§{ra{;y to the
law and will of Grod, as revealed in the-Qld and New |
Testaments. . =~ - e

2. There is-ground for suspéeﬁng!, that the reséﬁf; in-

who will yet mislead the world by false doctrines—*doct-

~ rines of demons”—as intimated by the same apostle in

. Now, if the first proposition can be fairly established;
~ you will see at once that all who regard the Bible as the
- rule of faith and life, must, as in duty bound, keep algof
from, discountenance, and denounce the practice in ques-
. tion, ;But since all true Christians dre-Spiritists in one

 sense, inasmuch as they believe in and apply to the One |
-~ Great Spirit, it will be necessary fo define exactly what

~.we mean by “the practice of modern Spiritism” 1 con-

tradistinction to the ordinary practice of Christians. We

- define it then to be—the application to, and habstual com-
- munication with the spirif world, As SUCH, APART FEOM, |
and INSTEAD OF GOD HIMSELF.. . That this is the regular |
practice of Spiritists is proved by all their works ;- a fair-
~sample of which is given in #The Glow-worm” No.'1, 7

' N »‘ C e‘;A.‘v-‘ N . - - ) - - - ' = “ ‘ li‘t'.,x’
THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
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) 8 Newis e oar 1 ” e :

in its reception, we are precluded from

Authority snd spproval, fall pmder one of the following

1. They are made by God Himself in various ways,

a8 by personal presence, by voice, fire, cloud or smoke;

dream or vision; as to Adam after the fall (Gen. 8, viii.

18), to Noah (Gen. 6, xiii.), to Abraham (Gen. 17,18; =
xxii, i, ii.), to Isaac (Gen. 26, ii.). to Jacob Gen. 82, 24,
80; xxxv. ix, xv.), to Moses (Exodus 8 and 4, 19, 9, 11, -

18, 19; xxxiii. xi.), to the elders of Israel (Ex. 24, ix. x),

to Samuel (1 Sam. 3, 4, xiiii.), to Solomon (1 Kings 3,

5, ix. ii.), to Daniel (Dan, 2, xvii. xix.), to the Apostles

on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), and to many other -

prophets, seers, and people of God at so many times
that it would be impossible in a letter like this, .to
enumerate them. 2

2. They are made by God through &ngels, difeActly' |
| commissioned by him ; as to Lot (Gen. 19, 1; xii. xiii),
to Daniel (Dan. 9, 20,23 ; x. ix. xii.), to Elijah (1 Kings

19, v. vii.), to Zechariah (Zech. 1, xi1. xiiii.), to Zecharias

(Luke 1, xi. xix.), to Peter (Acts 12, vii. x.), and 80
{.on.. | _ |

5. The are made by God through the divinely ap-

pointed Urim and Thummim—(Numbers 27, xxi.; 1 Sam. -
28,9, 12; xxx. vil. viii.) - I
These are the divine and orderly communications of

Scripture ; and to such Divine and Holy Spiritism it
would be impious to objeot, it being from first to last,
of and from the Divine Being Himself. Tt isin nearly
every instance declared, and always understood to be so.

. But such are 7ot the communications of modern Spirit-

ism ; there are just as entirely of the creatuse as the

others are of the Creator. Therefore, the cases cited - | =
from Scripture afford no example of, and giveno counten-
.ance to the practice of modern Spiritism ; and thus the =~ .~ -

terms of proposition 1 are established.

tures.

" This is proved by the fact that all sush communics-

| tions - are: designated by the general terms divination,

| sorcery, and witcheraft; and are never mentioned but

" tercourse with Spirits, is but preparatory to the “strong ith eondemnation, exocpt in. fhe eame of Jesephy

~ delusion” spoken of by Paul—(2 Théss. 2, xi.) and to-
- the latter day operations of those “seducing spirits,”

‘before Moses’ law-was written. Take Lev. 19, 31 ; xx.

| vi. xxvii; Deut, 18,19; xv.; 1 Chron. 10, xiii. ; 2 Chron.
83,.vi.; Acts 16, xvi. They are simply communications
‘between the creature in the flesh and the creature in the =
8pirit, God -himself being no party in theé action. And
here only modern’ Spiritism meets with its analogue—
just such 1t is, and a8 such is condemned as unauthorised ©
ord , part of the argu-- ~ -
modern Spiritism is contrary to the law and will of God - - .

‘and disorderly. Therefore, the first

as revealed in the Old and New Testaments.”

" Inmy next I will, with your kind permission, take .
up the second part of the argument, and wait any. . . s

‘vemarks both letters might elicit, and reply to themin

T “Xours, o

~which prescribes *for beginners,” that a Ioo” table, not e

- very large nor very heavy, shall be charged with electri-,
“city by the hands of six, eight; er- more persons, placed.

- ina Certain manner upon it; and, that.when charged
- direct application- shall be made to hie Spirit world by

- the question—*“1Is any.Spirit présent?”  Such is: the

RO %z;actlcQ.\ with very little variation, ‘all the world over.’
...« <. Every possible facility in the way of silence, gloom, tem-
"~ perature, and so forth, is given to the Spirits for making |
- their presence heard, seen, or felt ; facilities which would-
- .. beneedless'if the Almighty Himself were invoked, since

.. . he can act independently of all these little arrangements.

© . Theargument then will stond thus:—m
- Prop. 1. The application’ to, and habitual communica-

7 tion with the 8
. instead of God B
"0 the Old or New Testament. .

. &
e e
. -

.

imself, is not countenanced ineither

o

R Jt . . .

irit world, as' such, apart from, and |

. v This proposition s sustained b the followiig facts :—
{ - . AlltheSpiritual communications recorded s of Divine

WirH great pleasure do I answer your kind summons, -
_Eat. you had called me before.- It s a . .

moment of no small pleasure to me to return to earth - .

and meet again with. those in whose company 1 have

been, and whose ears' have’ listened to my words; and v

because they have -contained the principles of Truth,I. .

| feel still a pleasure in the recollection of those days mow

numbered with the past. Truth is Heavenborn, and the

| soul of man absorbs the Divine influence from all nature. .

‘Everything beams with glowing Truth. As tl.le‘ flower

looks up to the sun and feels the influence of its warm -

and vitalizing ray, so does the soul of man (the Divine |

*f'Beinﬁ'materi@l_ized), ‘gaze upon the centre of its being, =~

.and . would t

-powdiful attraction, “Truth with Love combined

the ;

'As a man on earth, my inmost desire was for Truth. T . =
irsty ;s¢u1~!in» the»bea‘ut‘l“es‘ of the L

found water for m ¢

B o

Prop. 2. All other communications - than ""thosé“‘,_.,l."e-..;.,; :
| corded as above are condemned thréughqut the Serip- .




nivarse, and os the bse getliers honey ffom every
| ﬁowor, #0 did I find pleum in every research in Nature's
My spirit * progressive in ita nature,” had but
hm o] portunity to expand while bound wnthm the
, of
‘perience «t e coldness of those whose ears to & certain

| fbod ,all that I have learned by my experience here, how
r {would I have spoken to the people of the glo-
1. rlous abodes of the future. My thoughts often return

- over the words I have uttered, and my happiness is in.
~ creased when'I find that much of what I expressed was
nn pressed upon my mind by Spirits whose experience
knowledge were indeed eyond mine. Since last I

|
!
|
i - rapid progress, and am at present preparing for & still
: greater change. I bave the same earnest desire to be a
|
|

~ ‘doubt not the time is not far
. the great pleasure

| -Spmt world. J. FOX.

{ fﬁ oA DEAD MANS MESSAGE

‘Bahréin—See Palgrave's Arabia.)

", /  He who died at Azau sends AR
B Tlns, to comfort fmthful fnends

ale and cold, and still as snow :

Weepmg at its feet and head ;
"/ T gan see your falling tears. -

" |Yet I enile, and whisper, this,
b ' T aim not the thing you kiss :
) Cease our wail, and let it lie, | "
1y It was/mine. t is not I'!”

,Swe it fnends' what the women la.ve
1 For/its last bed in the’gra.ve, LT
", /. Was a net which I was qulttmg, |

/.. -Was a cage, where from, at last

/. + . /Like a bird, my soul hath passed
e _Love the inmate, not the room, .
| The weaver, not. the garb—-the plume
.| Of the eagle, not'the bars =

e a »'Lovm fmenclb’ be mse——and dry

. NI o oW ~ e . - . e -

© oo Ts ot Worth a gingle tear; -
 Misa slmple sea-shell, one -
-7 Ot of which the pearl is gone o
./ .. The shell was nothing—leave it there--i o
| The /pea,rl the soul, was all, is here!
/- 'Ti¢' an earthen pot whose lid -
/..~ Allah sealed, the while it hid
.~ That treasure of his treasury,

R Now thy world is understood ! -
A ;‘Yet ou weep, my foolish fnends
7"+ "While the man you say. 5 is dead "
e In unspoken bliss instead, 5
w7 Lives and loves you:. loat "tig ¢ s
B P For any i ht that shmes 'Wlth you
e "But m the

m ’ | ‘ " A o .

' mmplej .

A} tabernacle of dust, and still more did I ex-
” ) extent I had to please. If I had known while in the

to' the scenes of earthly days,‘and with plea.sure I ponder |

had the pleasure of communicating to you I have made | -

communicant to man, through some mediumy and I|
istant when I ghall have | -
of recordmg my exvsemences in the | =

o B T S

S That here is all, and there is noughis

(Pa,raphrased from Arablc verses, quoted by Mogreeth at ;'*'f‘ij_j .+ Only, not at doath—for death,

| a.lthful friends! 1t hes, I know, SR
v b o Beye stout of hope, and eome T
And you say, “Abduﬂah’s dead! " AR :

/ Wasa gal{yment no more fitting ; - ‘,'jr RN ;

‘,thh kept 1nm ﬁ-om the spleﬁihd stars “ iA. nu:.omm BETWEEN‘ A MODERNk

LT Strad htwa every weeping eye; = .
R U N A g ry pingeye; - . oL
.. .2/ What you lift upen the bier; - . .

1. Aaind that loved him: letitbe! | -
1" 'Let the shards be earth’s once more ' -
“‘:f.i‘Smce the gold goes to hls atore TR

S Now ‘the long long wonder ends, o . ter..

Kou do mot; m’ i “ to show more clearly their besuty an;

rfmwm R
A.nd rhfe which never dlos. e

- And thls blessed hfe 1 see,
- Tanot dream nor phantasy.
" We have meat, and we have &'mk
- Far more truly than you think:
Drain from dazzling goblets wine,
' Feast upon a food divine ; -
~ Buf food and wine together pour,
~'One mystery, of many more, - |
~ From ie same source, for both are presaed'
Pure Heaven—milk, from a maiden's breast.
- If you can hear me, cap you take
My meaning’s shadow ? for the sake
I speak of two, or may be one,
The rest will also learn anon.

VI

“Where you are, I too shall dwell :.
. T am gove beyond your face,
A moment’s march, a single pace.
' {When you.come where I have stepped aer
“You will wonder why you we
You will see by true hfe taug %xt s -

" "Weep awhile, 1f you are fain, L
'Sunshine still must folow rain. 1

. Now I see; is that long breath
. 'Which our souls draw; when they enter
= Llfe, that is of all hfe centre L
ot vIL” G
ER Be ye certmn, all seems 1ove, Sl e
* Viewed from Allah’s seat above, '

O, Bravely onward to your home ;
- From'its happy gate, my ken

, e ff_{.,;; AL Sees you, strugg%mg souls, not “ men
_ Fcan hear your sighs-and myers, ERRNRTIRRSS (SN |

- All for ﬂ&meless joys decreed,

: g But not one, at last, to fail,
. -Since at last love must prevml
_“Ta Allah illa-Alla,* yea !

'.l‘hou Love Divine ! thou Lord alwﬁy -

e that dléd at Azau gave, ,A
hls to those who made hls grave, -
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(From tlw Ba/mwr qf Ltght, Ju&y 234‘&)

C v;SCEKE—-In i store in New York where, havxng 1o custo- B
.| mers.to wait on juyst then, & conversatlon was started on
S ;.rehgxous faiths, which of course soon brought about an
-+~ | allusion to Spiritualism ‘s the most dangerous form of -
~ | infidelity or unbelief now working in society.

Spirrruarier (who had entered a few minutes be-,‘ "

ifore) .—1 perceive that you greatly mistake the character. - -
| of Spiritualism, as is usual with those who look atit
| from a distance, and through theological prejudices. . .

.ONE oF THE CoMPANY -—-Are you & Spmtualwt?

Jorious! Allsh good! ) -~ 8—Yes.

Fmsm Srmmn -—Tell us wherem I mlsta.ke 1ts charac

t is not negative in its character—-dzﬁymg ’
‘but posmve——aﬁrmmg the vital trutha of .all the

t new one, which sheds such Ii

“‘ThereisnTGodbutGod ‘

,Farewell friends ! yet not farewell! TR

ich yoiir wills may stay or speed - ;f; S

srmxwmsm mn A

1 8 S—In su osmg it to be a syqtem of unbehef Or': T
skepticism. iy
| ith, e
1‘011810118 systems which preceded if, sud adding to them = . -
tupon the oldas,



- revelation? '

| plam what °

. 8.—Doos 1tmot Vde'ny the truthof‘ ins"pim’ién and

-8,~0n .

he contrary, it sfirme the naturalness snd

universality of inspiration—that revelations are con-

stantly coming to every age, people and individual, as
full and perfect as theyyca,n receive, o

 F. 8.—Tt rejects the Bible, does it not ?
. 8.—By no means! It accepts it as an important por-
tion of t; ' _
- came to past gererations; containing like all the others
. some errors, but withal some of the grandest truths, and
- much of the religious experience of one of the most reli-
gious of the ancient nations, and the thoughts and ex-
pectations of its seers. N | |
~ F. 8.—~Then you admit that Spiritualism does not re-
gard it as the word of God? | B
- 8.—There are many different meanings attached b
different persons to the phrase—“word of God.” %
~ think, however, that I discover your standpoint and your

. meaning ; but if you will tell me whether or not you are

& Church-Christian, and if so what denomination and
~ faith, it will enable me at once to clearly understand
" what gou mean by this, and any other questions. ~

- F.8.—T am a Presbyterian. I hold to the Calvinistic
- faith—to predestination, which, if correctly understood,

- cannot, I think, be successfully controverted.
~ 8.—I understand your question then. You mean by

speaking of the Bible as “the word of God” not that its

7 truthin common with all other truth is his word, but

© - that it is the only word he has given to the world—is

- miraculously inspired—an infallible revelation of his will
- and of all the truth essential to man’s spiritual welfare.

-+ Canvinist.—Yes, that is
" denies that, does it not ¥

my meaning! Spiritualism

- 8.—Yes; Spiritualism, in affirming real faith, of course
- " denies all dogmatic assumptions which oppose it. Not |
.- only does the Bible make no such claims for itself, but

‘only the Romish Church professes to have such a miracu-

- ".lous connection with and inspiratioh from God as to know

‘whether or not ¢¢ is his especial word ; and that church

~ admits that a knowledge of its divine origin is not ob-
 ‘tained from the book, but from the miraculous revela-
- tions of the fact given by direct inspiration to the church

~~—that the claim has no foundation except the church’s

- authority. In rejecting church authority, therefore, and

- ‘asserting the supremacy of individual judgment in reli-
- _gion, you (the Protestants) have at least deprived your-
~ selves of all grounds of making any claims for the Bible :
. further than ¢¢ makes for itself. The attempt. to do so°
. can only weaken. faith in such beautiful truths as it
. teaches. Only the Romish Church can consistently with
* 'its own professions claim, infallibility for its creeds and
- sacred books, in connection-with its “miraculously in-
. spired teachings ;" and with that church such claims are
" 'no part of the real faith. It does not spring from the
- ‘inspirations or convictions of the religious element of
- society, but is the arbitrary and groundless assumption
- of the ecclesiasiics] functionaries, whose chief aim is to |
- build up and strengthen a religio-political power to gratify
. $heir own selfish ambition. Other churches, in attempt-
- ing to do the same, but practice on the Popish lessons

- they have not yet unlearned. - Such a eourse is not aiding
but hampering faith in its attempted flight, first darken-
ing its atmosphere with dogmatic mists, then entangling

~ its wings in the dense accumulations of the cobweb

- fabries of fanciful folly which ecclesiasticisms weave. It

~is not strange to me that faith, thus generally blinded |

‘and hampered, flutters through a feeble zigzag course,

-but rather wonderful how she maintains her efforts, and
- pursues her course as well as she does. ~

- C.—Your language is unintelligible to me ; please ex-
ou regard as real religious faith. =~ -

- 8 —I will .endeavor to make it arent to you I

. see faith to be the soul's real c,(ih,ﬁ’ence_in universal

" . truth; that even when its external consciousness is thus

©o Gark nd obstructed, the intuitions will partislly

-+ break through and grasp somewhat of its natural supplies,
© - snd though ming ror, ‘Wi

" darkened and

. hﬁw& it mnch of old error, will

R i mllﬂetﬁmelt the truth and leave faith more

' -, Areeto acf, till it breaks at length the old ecclesiastical |
zments generally .unite | tached, no ey could not see and réceive I

{ truth contained in Calvinism, Yet the fact that they

- dlog. But when broken, iis fragme '
- +and form a new one, similar in character, but ‘'wllker

ool EB*; e EG;E'E;

-materials. T A ‘ ‘
‘retain the real faith of the old ones; not so far freed

o records of the great natural revelation as it

“free grace.”

fx;oizi t‘he;“l_éaséﬁed coheaivepower of thd,-o;i;d decaymg L
Thus the newly organized religious eocieties

from the unnatural vestments as to allow it to act freely.

and make its true character and beauties known, but
still enough to enable it more
ecclesiasticisms, ~

easily to cast off its new

- Without going further back in religious hiétbr than
“the Catholic Church,” we find that despite the én.
throned dogmatisms it imposed on its votary's outer con-

sciousness as a faith, that the interior consciousness, the

truly religious element of that church, clung to the real

article of faith first revealed to man’s religious senses by

the Nazarene—the paternal and childhood relation of

God and humanity. Dogmas inconsistent with this faith,
authoritatively forced upon them, its adherents gave out-
ward assent to, and strove to reconcile with it, and thus

came contradictory representations of the Divine char- -

acter. “This theology, compounded of pagan fancies and
hierarchical ideals by ambitions ecclesiastical funection-
aries, taught that his fatherly affection was subordinate
to his regard for the church, disinheriting, and giving

| over to a malignant enemy and to eternal misery all

of his children who were not obedient to its authority, -

but still that he was intansely desirous that- ‘they
should be so obedient to his church, that his haughty
dignity could consistently give them his fatherly favor. -

The church, of-course, was like its God. Inspired by

such an ideal, it became like him in character. It was

impelled by his earnestness to save human souls from B
the clutches of the devil, who was constantly outwitting

the Father b{
as to array t

leading the children into such disobedience =~
e mora}ly weak and selfishly powerful side

of the Father’s nature in unperishable wrath against

them. :

~ But faith, thou’gh‘énta,ngledin such a cobweb tfa;bfic’
of error, at length broke far enough through it to emerge
into the Calvinistic idea that a supremely wise creator - =

must have designed all final results of his creation—pre-
destination. - This newly discovered article of faith,

though distorted by the errors-clinging to it, nevertheless =
took its disciples out of the Romish Church, but took -
the real faith of that church with them, stripped of some
of its dogmatic creed-vestments. The fatherhood of :

God was still believed in, and he was seen to be too in- .

telligent and powerful to allow a devil to permanently . -

thwart his designs, Hard, harsh, unlovely, repellant to - .

the better feelings of our nature, more hideous even than

ously mixed with the broken fragments of the old creed- E
clogs, it nevertheless helped to reform the loose n‘:_tora;ls'«u L
and excite logical thinking in religious society, till the’ -

article of faith revealed in Methodism—the
Grod’s fatherly grace is free to all. .~ "
Methodism advanced till, despite the

‘the Romish adulteration of faith with paga,nigm,"as v_va{s -
the new one with its plumage all disheveled by breaking
| through its old entanglements, and its truths incongru- -

more advanced religious minds could receive the new - B
truth ,thatj‘ . Lt ‘

aespite th '\‘PVI,'KerdiCB Whlch S
its combative zeal against hell-predestination‘ produced

in Calvinists, it has finally put’ its faith into the soulsof~

most of them, who are now inspired by and preaching

[
[

Thus inspired through the intuitions,

religious faith rapidly grew and unfolded its senses, till .

““predestination” and “free grace” recognized in each

other counterpart-truths—true natural partners. There
they doffed the old rags, donned the new garments and
married, becoming Universalism. Then ascending the
highlands of the religious world, ¢ soon so far eme‘rgedv
from the remaining fog as to discover that “God’s grace™ .
was natural, COnﬁng"throl';gh ‘his natural laws, prédes. =

tined, yet spontaneously free—the natural metk

od of a
its manifestation so complete as to render miracles for- @

ever impossible and needless—that religion is mob.sn =

exotic in the human soul, but its natural product. This

True fgith never repels but always atiracts other true

faith, IT was not the Calvinistic fasth of predestination

that so shocked the Methodiats'"

&b them hell-ond foremost, without a freo fire escape at-
tached, no" wonder they could not see and receive the

that so ¢l he diste’ bemevolent sensibilities,
It was the hell of the thing, not the thing iteelf, Coming

A

'was Naturalism, first cleaily saught by Theodore Parker.

[ ‘
iy




st have foreknown
ure of Calvinie It was
fact Yhat even with hell clinging to it, the Calviniats
cogaised, fuithfull stood by and logically demonstrated
 this 1aith which made their preaching exdite into sputter-

feature of Calvinistic preaching.

ry fury the Methoaists’ zeal for their
. “ivee grace,” -which fhey thought must be preserved in
its hell-covered condition, if at all. Vet neither the
Methodists nor Calvinists ever attempted to gainsay the
‘eonsciously assented to it, even in arguing

other'’s dogmas. To the Methodists’ preac
e” the Calvinists could only affirm their own faith—
od predestined all results, while the Methodists could
- only deny that he had predestined any to hell. But
‘while each fancied he had refuted the other's faith, he
- more than half felt that it must be more effectually re-
futed or e'se accepted. Hence they must continue to

_ try again and again, ' N ‘ |

~ Throughout all the progress of faith it has been gain.
ing, and not one of its genuine articles has ever been
lost. Points intimately connected with a newly unfolding

agginst the

dawning twilight, but once seen have never been rejected.
- Nuturalism at first did not perceive that spirituaj mani-
festations were a part of the universal order of natural

- Providence, and finding that *miracles” were impossible

~ a8 a negation of Glod and his laws, doubted that such

- manifestations ever occurred, while dogmatism used the
~ -faet of such manifestations in the past, assuming them

- to be miracles, as its only telling weapon in its struggles
agains{ naturalism. L | . ~ B

- But the fuller unfolding of naturalistic faith has come
in what is now termed Spiritualism. It includes all the
real faith of all the olderreligious societies, thus stripped

of the dwarfing, deforming, fantastic habiliments it once

. wore. It receives the Catholic article of the parental
~ relation of (Fod, including the truth of a Divine mother-
“hood, also, which that church sow dimly, through its
atmosphere of theologic mists, as divided between the
church—C#krist's spouse—and the immaculate Mary. It
~aceepts Calvinism’s predestination and Methodism’s free

and array themselves in the glorious wedding-garments
of rationality, ¢ blesses: the- bans which proclaim the
- universalistic marriage. - Retaining all the others, it re-
veals and demonstrates the mew article of faith.
- shows that communion with :spirits, being natural, is
common to every age and people ; that God’s revelations
- come direct to every soul, the fullness only limited by

- merely.the Jewish and Christian) “js given by inspira-
- tion of God,” “and” (though containing errors and ab-
- surd fancies gathered from -the defective mentality

- ness,” &e. | - R
. This most advanced system, while preserving and pre-
~ senting all the truths of past ones, does not even destro
 the old outworn theologic habiliments, but removes them

- and places them in the museum of history, as interesting

~ relics of the childhood conditions and fancies of the reli-
~ glous mind. Such is Spiritnalism; not a destructive,
- but a -conservative and constructive principle—not a

‘reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-

L N ’

" religious faith.

' influential journal reports:—

N

- from the eminent and eloquent preacher Pére Hyacinthe, at a pub-
" lic meeting of the Peace Bociety, that ‘there are three religions—

-the Jewish, the Roman Catholic, and Protestant, all of which are

~ equal before God’ Such a declaration, emanating from so

-~ distinguished an ecclesiastic, has necessarily created comsiderable

~ -commotion among those who believe in Papal infallibility.”

-, Isit not notorious that Roman Catholics, who generally |
- conceds the rank of “a religion” to Judaism, deny it to
~ “Infidel Protestantism ;” and that .Protestants, who

 eajole “unbelievig Jews,” fulminate damnation against
“idolatrous Papists?” . .

-

| results of his creation, was to them the most

of the *rea.litg

‘reul point of the other's faith, but practically though un-

ng of “free

- truth often escape the notice of its disciples in the dim- -

- grace; and, as both strip off the Pandemonian tatters
It

the soul’s receptive capacity ; that “all Seripture” (not

| , , ; of
~ the seers, nevertheless) “is profitable for doctrines, for |

‘their appearance.

‘kinds of mediumship will be found in Mrs. |
Y | Morgan’s book, From Matter to Spirit, published by -

“ing to start a new circle. -

- There negative -unbelief,’"butfthe' positive, a.ll-embra;cing»

“The Pope has been much disturbed by an emphatic declaration

~ An ‘exgerimentaltrial at home, smong family friends
and relatives, often gives the most satisfactory evidence

| ~of Spiritusl phenomens. At the same
time, a8 no fully developed medium is present among
those who hiwve never obtsined manifestations before,
the probability, is that there will be no results, Never-
theless, it is & very coiomon thing for striking manifesta-

‘tions to be obtained in this way at the firat sitting of &
one ‘successful new

family circle; perhaps for eve
circle thus started without a medium, there are six or
seven failures, but no accurate statistics. on this point
have yet been collected. @When once manifestations
have been obtained they will gradually increase in power
and reliability at successive sittings, The following is a
good plan of action, | o |

1. Let the room be of & comfortabie temperature, but cool ra.fher ,

‘than warm —let arrangéments be made that nobody shall enter

it, and that there shall be no interruption for one hour dum;g the
sitting of the circle. - Wet, damp, and foggy weather is bad for
the production of physical phenomena, .

2. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about
the same number of each sex. 8it around an uncovered wooden

“table, with all the palms of the hands in contact with its top sur- -

face. Whether the hands touch each other or not is usually of no
importance. Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from the table
for a few seconds does no harm, but when one of the sitters breaks
the circle, by leaving the table it sometimes, but not always, very
considerably delays the manifestations,. A

3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed leadpencils and
some sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write down
any communications that may be obtained. : o

4, People who do not like each other should not sit in the same
circle, for such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifestations,
except with well-developed physicial mediums; it is not yet known
why. Belief or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations,
but an acrid feeling against them is a’ weakening influence, ‘

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in gene-
ral conversation or in singing, and it is best that neither should

be of a frivolous nature. -A prayerful, carest feeling among the '
members of the circle is likely to attract a higher and more pleas-

ing class of Spirits.

6. The first sympton of the invisible power at work isoftena

feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. = The first mani-

festations will probably be table tiltings orraps. -~~~ = .
7. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to

avoid confusion, let one person only speak, and talk to the table

a8 to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table that three tilts

-orrapsmean “ Yes,” onemeans “No,” andtwo mean “ Doubtful,” -

and ask whether the arrangement is understood. . If three signals

be given in answer, then say, “If I speak the letters of the alpha- -

bet slowly, will you signal every time I come to the letter you
‘want, and spell us out a message?” Should three signals be given,

set to work on the plan proposed, and from this time an,inten_igent c

gystem of communication is established,. L ‘
8. Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting inthe .

right order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some mem- o
bers of the circle will then be told to change seats with each other, -

and the signals will be afterwards strengthened. Next ask, “Who

is the medium?” When Spirits come asserting themselves tobe -
related or known to anybody present, well-chosen questions should -

‘be put to test the accuracy of the statements, as Spirits out of the

other forms of mediumship than tilts or raps may make
Information 'resxﬁgting ~the many

Longmans ; and this is a good book to read before try- .
‘There are in England 'sevefal' very interesting circles

for physicial manifestations, where the Spirits speak
‘with audible voices, but, unfortunately, total darkness is

a necessary condition. ~Non-spiritualists who are inquir-

ing into the subject should have nothing to do with dark -

ST , - —— | sdamces, which should be held onlytbythowwhofknow
- Wnar 18 comiNe.—The Paris correspondent of an '

each other, since they offer so many facilities for fraud.

When any circle regularly obtains powerful physicial

manifestations, they may desire to sit for the voices.

The very slightsst glimmer of light must be excluded .
from the room, while the members of the circle sit round

the table in the ordinary way. One or two paper tubes,
wit

each twelve or eighteen inches long,

Ce .

a piece of music and trying a few pieces of cotton round

‘; ’ "<

body have all the virtues and all the failings of Spirits in the body. - LR
Possibly, at the first sitting of a circle, symptoms of .

8, ProfessorDe:

with an orifice .
| about an inch-and-a-half in diameter, should be placed - . .-
on the table. They may be ‘readily made by rollingup

the rough tube thus formed. In the early stsges of & - .
voice-circle these tubes are necessary for the use of the . .0 .-
| Spirits, but afterwards they-may be dispensedwith e -





