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"We r e  i t  p a r t  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m m e  t o  w r i t e a  M o n t h l y

L etter H o m e, g iv in g  a  g la n c e  a t  th e  p ro m in en t su b jects  

of local in te re s t , i t  w o u ld  be im possible to  p ass in 

silence on e v e ry  s a d  to p ic  th a t  h as been e x c itin g  a  

subdued, a w e -s tru ck , b u t  v e ry  in te n s e  feelin g in o u r  

community, th e  e x t e n t  o f  w hich w ould bo ill m easu red  

by w h at h as b een  sp ok en  an d  w ritte n  a b o u t it . N on e  

but th e  v e ry  friv olo u s o r  th e  very  callo u s am o n g  u s  can  

rend w ith in d ifferen ce  th o  te rrib ly  fre q u e n t an n o u n ce­

ments, in th e  d a ily  p a p e rs , o f  in fan ticid es  o ccu rin g  all 

around u s , a n d  o f te n  u n d e r  th e  m o s t re v o ltin g  c ircu m ­

stances im agin able. M o s t  o f  u s  a r e  c o n te n t to  shudder  

and pass on  to  o u r  d aily  p u rsu its , dism issing th e  

horrible su b je ct fro m  o u r  th o u g h ts  a s  q u ick ly  as  m ay be. 

This is  n o t  w ise, a n d  t o  th e  w ise  a m o n g  us i t  is  n o t  

possible. T h e  tr u ly  w ise, in th is  m a tte r , a r e  lik ely  to  

he th e y  in  w hoso h e a r ts  th e r e  sp eak s in ce ssa n tly  th e  

voice o f  a  h o ly  in sp ira tio n , t h a t  w ill n o t  l e t  th e m  re st  

80 long as  th e re  re m a in s  u n tr ie d  a  s in g le  rem ed y w hich  

® ay  e ith e r  m itig a te  o r  s to p  th is  g r e a t  n a tio n al m is­

fortune a n d  d isg ra ce . A  few  v o ices  a r e  a lread y  sp eak ­

ing earn estly  u p o n  th e  su b je c t, a n d  w e d o u b t n o t  th a t  

m any who a r e  s ile n t, a r e  feelin g  d eep ly  a n d  a re  

Patiently s tu d y in g  th e  m a tte r .  "W e h o p e soon to  see  

8ome a c tio n  ta k e n , a n d  w o lo ok  a n x io u sly  t o  see  i t  

wisely tak en . W e  w e ll u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  m a n y  difficulties  

.beset th o se  w h o h a v e  i t  in  th e ir  h e a r ts  to  s tep  forw ard  

as tho in itia to rs  o f  a n y  p lan . A n d w o have in trod u ced  

th e  su b ject t o  o u r  re a d e r s  b e ca u se  w e b elieve t h a t  th e  

free a n d  fearlesB  e x p re ssio n  o f  op inion w ill do m u ch  to  

clear up th o s e  difficulties a n d  p r e p a r e  th e  w ay  fo r
action.

A t  th e  tim e  th a t  a  su ccess io n  o f  t r a g ic  e v en ts  firs t  

th ru st th e  s u b je c t u p o n  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  p u b lic , th e  

g ist ofi n e a rly  a ll t h a t  w as sa id  a b o u t i t ,  w h eth er in

public o r  in p riv ate , w as confined to  th o  n ecessity  o f  

m akin g both th e  g u ilty  p aren ts  equ ally resp onsib le for  

th e  y o u n g  life th row n aw ay . W h e n  th e  estab lish m en t  

o f  a  I'o u n d lin g  H o sp ital w as firs t m entioned , i t  w as m e t  

n early  w ith rep rob ation , as  i f  su ch  in stitu tio n s w ere  

n o th in g  b u t screen s to  p ro te c t evil d oers from  th e  

con seq u en ces o f  th e ir  m isco n d u ct, and th e  re su lts  to  be 

e x p e cte d  only a  g r e a t  in crease  o f  im m orality . I n  th is  

view  o f th o  c a se  th e re  w ere  su ch  g rav e  m istak es as  

cou ld  n o t  fail t o  b e  sp eed ily  p o iu ted  o u t, a n d  w hen on ce  

seen , to  w ork th e ir  ow n cu re . F o u n d lin g  H o sp ita ls  do  

n o t co n ce rn  them selves w ith th o  p a re n ts , b u t apply  

th em selv es d ire c tly  an d  exclu siv ely  to  p re v en tin g  th e  

crim e  o f  in fan ticid e. T h e  hom ely old proverb , th a t  an  

o u n ce  o f  p rev en tio n  is  b e tte r  th a n  a  pound o f  cu re , is o f  

n o th in g  m o re  t r u e  th a n  o f  sav in g  life. T o  p re v e n t th e  

loss, is  fa r  b e t te r  th a n  an y  p u n ish m en t th a t  c a n  be 

inflicted fo r  h av in g cau sed  i t .  T h e  F o u n d lin g  H o sp ital  

does n o t th e re fo re  p rop ose  to  d eal w ith th e  m akiug o f  

m en a n d  w om en m o re  m oral o r  m o re  p ru d en t, n o r  w ith  

th e  p u nish ing o f  th o se  w ho n e g le c t o r  violate  th e  m ost  

sacred  d u ties o f  life, b u t is  w holly a n d  e n tire ly  devoted  

to  th e  sav in g  o f  in n o cen t life. A s  to  th o  m eth o d  o f  

p u nish ing o r  reform in g  th e  g u ilty , i t  leav es th a t  to  be 

con sid ered  an d  a c te d  upon q u ito  a p a r t. I t s  m is s i o n s  

t o  save, to  p r o te c t , to  r e a r  and , la te r , to  send f o rth  in to  

th e  w orld h o n est, useful, w e ll-ta u g h t m en  and  

w om en.
T h e  c u r e  o f  im m o rality  i t  leav es  h o p efu lly  t o  ad v an ­

c in g  ed u ca tio n , a n d  to  th o  slow  b u t g ra d u a l ra isin g  o f  

b o th  m an  a n d  w om an , su re  how ever th a t  i t  has n o  han d  

in  d eg rad in g  e ith e r . I t  w ould , in d eed , b e  difficult to  

im ag in e  a  refo rm in g  influence lik ely  t o  h av e  g r e a te r  

p o w er o v er th e  fu tu re  o f  a  w eak  a n d  e r r in g  w om an th a n  

th e  k n ow led ge t h a t  h e r  child  liv ed , an d  w as c a re d  f o r  

w h ere  sh e  cou ld  som etim es see  i t ,  h e rse lf  un k n ow n , 

co u ld  c o n trib u te  to  i ts  su p p o rt w hen ab le  t o  d o so , 

co u ld  even  hope som e d ay  to  ta k e  i t  t o  h e r  ow n  hom e, 

i f  e v er h ap p ier tim e s  sh ou ld  co m e  to  h e r . T h e re  is  n o  

re fo rm e r  lik e  H o p e , n o  w ick ed n ess lik e  th a t  o f  d esp era ­

t io n , a n d  th e  w o rst w om en a r e  n o t  m o th ers. I f  th e  

o b je c t  in  view  is  t o  m ak e  a  w om an w ho h as fallen  

w h olly  a n d  irrem ed iab ly  b ad , no b e t te r  m eth o d  co u ld  "be 

d evised  th a n  so  to  w o rk  u p o n  th e  lo w e r  p rin cip les o f
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h e r  n a tu re , fear, sham e, selfishness,— as  to  in d u ce  h e r  to  

d e s tro y  h e r  n ew -b o rn  babe. T h is done, th e  road  to  th e  

lo w e st^ d e p th s  isj in deed op en b efore  h e r, a n  easy  

p ath .

O f  th o se  p lan s w hich prop ose to  cop e w ith ex istin g  

evils  by m etin g  o u t equal p u n ish m en t to  th e  fa th e r  who 

n e g le c ts  to  p rov-de for his child , as well as  to  the  

m o th e r, w e will say  b u t l i t t l e ; n o t, how ever, b ecau se  we 

do n o t  th in k  th em  a  s tep  in th e  r ig h t d irectio n , b u t  

b ocau se w e do n o t th in k  th e y  w ould have an y  effect in 

dim inishing in fan ticid es. E x p e rie n ce  proves th a t  

n e ith e r law s n o r  sufferings will w rin g from  th e  g e n e r­

a li ty  o f  w om en th e  nam e o f  th e  sed u cer.

T h e  refo rm in g  pow er o f  H o p e  should n ev er bo lo st  

s ig h t o f in th e  m an ag em en t o f  a  F o u n d lin g  H o sp ita l, 

T h e  ch ild ren  them selves should g o  fo rth  in to  th e  w orld  

so w ell tra iu ed , th a t  an y  stig m a a tta ch in g  to  th em  as  

F o u n d lin g s m ay be m o re  th a n  co u n terb alan ced  by th e  

c h a r a c te r  th e y  can  earn  for them selves as  th e  b e st  

tra in ed  ch ild ren  an d  m ost desirablo  ap p re n tice s , to  be 

fou n d  an y w b ero  am o n g  th e  w ork ing classes. H o w  is 

th is  to  bo acco m p lish ed ? T h e  q u estion  brin gs us in  

face  o f  one o f  th e  ch ie f  difficulties, as  wo believe, o f  such  

a n  u n d ertak in g— th e  difficulty o f  ob tain in g th e  services  

o f  w om en g o o d  en o u gh , w ise enough , and sufficiently  

e d u ca te d  fo r  th e  ad eq u ate  fulfilm ent o f  th e  ta sk . T h e  

c a re  an d  d ev elop m en t o f  su ch  y o u n g  ch ild ren  m u st 

n ecessarily  be g iven  to  w om en ?  C e rta in ly  i t  is  d esir­

ab le  th a t  th e y  should be e n tru ste d  n e ith e r to  th e  self- 
seek in g  n o r  to  th e  v e ry  ig n o ran t.

T h e  a c tu a l S u p e rin te n d e n t should be a  lad y  (in  th e  

h ig h est sen se of th e  te rm ) ten d er, a n d  sy m p a th iz in g ; 

w ith  u n tirin g  en th u siasm  fo r h er w ork , p r a c tic a l  e x p e ri­

e n ce  in th e  m an ag em en t o f  ch ild ren , an d  w ell in form ed  

in  a ll th ose re su lts  o f  m odern  s tu d y , w h eth er th e o re tica l  

o r  exp erim en ta l, th a t  b e a r u p o n  h e r  ch a rg e . M o re o v e r  

sh e  should h e rse lf  be s y s te m a tic  a n d  o rd e rly  ; sh e  should  

h av e th e  unlim ited r ig h t  o f  choosing h e r  fem ale su b or­

d in ates , w ho ag ain  sh ou ld  b e  w om en ch o sen  fo r  th e ir  

m o ral qualities, a lo n e,— ch eorfu ln ess, sy m p ath y  a n d  

e n e r g y ;  a n d  sh e  sh ou ld  b e  endow ed w ith  o n e  o f  th e  

r a r e s t  ta le n ts  in th e  w orld, th e  p o w er o f  read in g  

ch a ra cte r . "W hen su ch  a  w om an is  found, how  is  Bhe to  

b e  in d u ced  to  assu m e th e  g ra v e  a n d  ard u o u s  d u ties  o f  

th e  p osition , w ith o u t a tta ch in g  to  i t  a  m o n ey  valu e  so 

g r e a t  as  w ould a t t r a c t  th e  co m p etitio n  o f  a  c ro w d  o f  

m o n e y  g ru b b s ?

W e  a r e  a lso  s tro n g ly  in clin ed  to  b elieve t h a t  n o  o th e r  

p la n  o f  ad m itta n ce  is  co n s is te n t w ith  th e  t r u e  ob jects  

o f  su ch  a n  in stitu tio n , th an  th a t  so w idely u sed  o n  th e  

C o n tin e n t o f  E u ro p e , w h ich  re sp e cts  th e  s e c r e t  o f  th e  

g u ilty  o r  u n fo rtu n a te  m o th e r a n d  aske o f  h e r  n o th in g  

b u t th e  p riv ilege o f  ca rin g  f o r  th e  li ttle  b e in g  sh e  e ith e r  

c a n n o t o r  w ill n o t  c a r e  fo r  h erself. T h e  b lan k  w all o f  

‘‘th e  A sy lu m  h as, to w a rd  th e  s tr e e t , n o  w indow s th ro u g h  

" w h ich  p ry in g  ey e s  m ay  b e  w a tch in g  h e r . O n ly  th e  

' c ra d le , e v e r  read y  to  re ce iv e  w h a t m ay  b e  b ro u g h t i t ,  is  

t o  "b e  s e e n ; i t  tu rn s  in to  th e  build in g, and sh e  h as  

p a r te d  f ro m  h e r  ch ild , b u t  p erh ap s n o t  fo re v e r, f o r  sh e  

c a n  re c la im  i t  b y  a tta c h in g  a  n a m e  o r  to k e n  to  i t  by

w hich i t  c a n  be id en tified . I n  a n y  case , how different 
a  p a rtin g  from  th a t  o f  o n e  w ho th ro w s h er babe into a  

cessp ool, o r  does i t  u p  in  a  b row n p a p e r  parcel and 

leaves it on th e  ro a d  sid e !

I t  lias b e e n  u rg ed  in  th e  p u b lic  p rin ts  th a t  a  Found­

lin g  H o sp ita l in M e lb o u rn e  w ould be very apt 

to  becom e— as i t  is  in  so m e c itie s  o f E u r o p e — an asylum  

for th e  th e  ille g itim a te  ch ild ren  o f  th e  rich  and influential 

classes. T h e  p ro b ab ility  o f  su ch  a  r e s u lt  is g r e a t  where 

e v er an y  s y s te m  o f  “ n o m in ee”  a d m itta n c e  is instituted. 

B u t on  th e  p lan  c ite d  th e r e  is  n o  m o re  danger of 

its b ein g  reserv ed  fo r  th e  b en efit o f  th o se  classes than 

th e re  a t  p re s e n t is o f  th e ir  en jo y in g  a  m onopoly o f  the 

in fan ticid es.

T h e re  is a lso , w e th in k , a n o th e r  recom m end ation  of 

th e  ab o ven am ed  p lan ,— th e  c le rg y  a r e  n o t  likely to  pat­

ro n ize  i t ,  a n d  th u s s e c ta ria n  in fluence, c la ss  exclusive­
n ess , a n d  th e  im p ra c tica l p e cu lia ritie s  o f  th e  clo th , might 

bo avoided . T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c le rg y  h av e  n early  uni­
fo rm ly  op p osed  th em selv es to  F o u n d lin g  H o sp ita ls ; and 

o n e  estab lish ed  on  lib e ra l p rin cip les  is  le a s t o f  all likely 

to  reco m m en d  itse lf  to  th e ir  p re ju d ices . A t  th e  same 
tim e, no difficulty n e e d  e x is t , a n d  i f  th e  fou n d ers o f  such 

a n  in stitu tio n  w ere  tr u ly  to le ra n t , n o n e w ould  bo thrown  

in th e  w ay, o f  e d u ca tin g  th e  ch ild ren  in  any religious 

te n e ts  th a t  m ig h t b o d esired . T h e  d aily  w orship o f  such 

a  h o usehold  h ad b e t to r  n o t  to u c h  on  dogm as. A nd a t  

a n  a g e  w h en  d o g m a tic  te a ch in g  m ig h t b e  supposed to  

bo d esirab le , c la sse s  co u ld  b e  form ed to  b o  in stru cted  by 

c o m p e te n t a u th o ritie s  in  th e  e v e r  v ary in g  m ysteries of  

fa ith . S h ou ld , h o w ev er, th e  fo u n d ers  o f  su ch  a n  insti­

tu tio n  b e  a g r e e d  in  op p osin g  a ll m a n n e r  o f  sectarianism , 

i t  is  n o t  to  b e  su p p osed  th a t  a  sin g le  l i t t le  life that 

m ig h t b o re scu e d  b y th e ir  c h a r ity  w ould  fail o f  reaching  

th e m  on  th a t  a c c o u n t. N e i th e r  th e  d is tra c te d  m other, 

p ro m p te d  b y  h e r  ow n h elp lessn ess, n o r  th e  hardened  

adandonee, d e term in ed  to  r id  h e r s e lf  o f  a  troublesom e  

c h a rg e  w ould be d e te rre d  b y  a n y  su ch  consid eration .

T h e  o n ly  r e a so n  fo r  to le ra t in g  se c ta ria n  p reju d ice , as 

su g g e ste d  ab o ve, is  th a t  a  m u ch  la r g e r  n u m b er o f  per­

son s m ig h t b e  d ra w n  t o  in te r e s t  th em selv es  in  th e  estab­

lish m en t, an d  th u s  a  m u ch  la r g e r  field  o f  popular 

sy m p ath y  w o u ld  b e  o p en  t o  i ts  b en eficial influences. 

T h is is  a  p o in t n o t  to  bo d esp ised  ;  f o r  w ith  th e  clergy  

op p osed  t o  i t ,  a n d  m u ch  o f  th e  re sp e cta b ility  o f  the  

w o rld  refu sin g  o p en ly  t o  su p p o rt i t ,  f o r  fe a r  o f  being  

su sp e cte d  o f  la x ity  in  p u n ish in g  im m o rality , such an 

in stitu tio n  w ould  n e c e s s a rily  d ep en d  f o r  i ts  su p p o rt on 

th e  few  p r iv a te  p erso n s a b le  a n d  w illin g  t o  s ta n d  against 

th is  p e cu lia rly  te r r ib le  crim e , a n d  s to p  i t  b y  m aking it  

u n n e ce ssa ry ,— w ith  n o  h o p e o f  p ra ise , o r  p atro n age, or  

p o w e r, a c c r u in g  to  th em selv es, b u t  so le ly  f o r  th e  delight 

o f  sa v in g  an d  r e a rin g  t o  m a tu r ity  so m e  o f  th e  inflowing 

life  o f  th e  w o rld , n o w  so o fte n  w a n to n ly  and w ickedly  

d estro y ed .

T h e  S p iritu a lis ts  o f  S a n d h u rst su b scrib ed  liberally t 
t o  th e  c h a r itie s  o n  H o s p ita l  S u n d a y  h e ld  in  th a t  c ity  on  
th é  7 t h  S e p tem b er la s t . T h e  a m o u n t sub scribed by  
th e m  a t  th e  C irc le s  a n d  o th erw ise  w as £ 3 0  6 s . Od. The  
co lle ctio n  a t  th e  M a s o n ic  H a l l ,  M e lb o u rn e , a t  the  
ev en in g  se rv ice , w as £ 1 0  1 8 s . 6 d .,  a n d  a t  th e  
L y c e u m , £ 3 .  I s .  4 d .



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 505

$o tiSorwpondents.
Communications f o r  in s e r t  io n  i n  th is  J o u r n a l  sh o u ld  he 

p la in ly  w rit te n , a n d  as co n cise  as p o ssib le .

T H E  D I V I N I N G  R O D .

TO T IIE  E D IT O R  O F  T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

Perm it m e to  d ire c t  y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  tw o  le tte rs  I  
have in the D u ned in  G u a rd ia n  o f  th e  2 8 th  and 3 0 th  u lt., 
signed “ A liquis,”  u p o n  th is  su b je c t. T h ere  is a  p h eno­
menon vouched fo r  to  a  c e rta in  e x te n t  by th e  M essrs. 
Chambers in th e ir  R e p o sito ry  N o . 2 5 .  I t  m ay  be a  new  
development o f  th e  p rin cip le  b y  w hich M oses w ith his 
rod startled th e  a n c ie n t Je w ish  w orld.

I  find th a t if  th e  ro d  is  hold b y  a  m edium  and a n o th er  
person, and a  p rin ted  a lp h a b e t is  laid b efore it, an influ­
ence exterior to  an d  in d ep en d en t o f  all visibly p resen t  
will spell o u t co m m u n ica tio n s o ften  o f  a  v e ry  s ta r tlin g  
character in th e  f irs t  p erso n al p ron ou n  and in th e  nam e  
of deceased p erson s. I  have h ad to  w rite  sh o rth an d  to  
keep up with th e  sp eed  o f  th e  delivery .

Being free to  m ove a b o u t, th e  effort m ad e b y th e  dumb  
movement o f  th e  ro d  itse lf  to  illu stra te  th o se  m essages is 
if possible m ore cu rio u s  th a n  th e  m essages th em selv es, 
ana speaks a  la n g u a g e  w h ich  can  on ly  bo con v eyed  by  
being witnessed.

Y our table as  a  se in i-fix tu re  h as  no ch a n ce  h ere . 
Please te s t and r e p o r t  th e  cau se .

T o u r s  obediently ,
W .  C.

Dunedin, S ep t. 4 th , 1 8 7 3 ,

£Phe rod re fe rre d  to , u su ally  used fo r  th e  d iscovery o f  
terranenn w a te r, co n sists  o f  a  sm all fork o f  hazel o r  

willow; th e  tw o en d s o f  th e  fork  a r e  held betw een the  
forefinger and th u m b  o f  e a ch  h an d in a  h o rizo n tal posi­
tion. W h en  p assin g  o v er w a te r  th e  th ick  end o f  th e  
rod is draw n p o w erfu lly  d ow nw ard s. F o r  th e  pu rp ose  
suggested by o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t, a  p rin ted  a lp h ab et cov­
ering ten o r  tw elv e  in ch es  sq u a re  o f  p a p e r  w ould be r e ­
quired, and th e  p o in ts  o f  th e  ro d  to  be held lig h tly  by 
two persons, so a s  to  a llow  full p lay . W e  shall be glad  
to hear resu lts  of e x p e rim e n ts .— E d. I I .  o f  L .]

---------------- o ----------------

T H E A U R E L I A  C O - O P E R A T I V E  A S S O C I A T IO N .

TO T I I E  E D IT O R  O F  T I I E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

Sib,—

SF-Erao a favorab le  n o tice  o f  th e  A u re lia  C o-o p erativ e  
Land and L a b o r  A sso cia tio n  in y o u r  la s t  issue, w ill you  
kmdly g ra n t m e p erm issio n  in y o u r  n e x t  to  fu rth e r criti-  
ciso their ru les a n d  re g u la tio n s .

As m any o f y o u r  re a d e r s  a r e  a w a re  th a t  I  w as en d ea­
vouring ab o u t tw elv e  m o n th s a g o  to  form  an  A g ricu ltu ra l  
Association, from  th e  lead in g  o b servation s and enquiries  
fflade a t  th a t tim e I  m a y  ju s t ly  co n sid er m y se lf  ab le  to  
S1'® an  opinion o n  th e  ab o ve asso ciatio n .

. " u*e I. II . set forth the “ objects of the association,” 
With which I  most heartily concur.

•ill. to  V I I .  d escrib e  “ who a r e  eligib le to  b ecom e  
members.” T h e  m em b ers  o f  th is  a sso cia tio n  shall con- 

*■ individuals o f  m a tu r e  a g e , from  1 8  y e a rs  a n d  up- 
p / .r b  who hold th e  sp ir itu a l p rin cip les  o f  th e  B a rm o n ia l  

Spiritualists' *  8UP P o se  in  pla >n  lan g u ag e  th is  m eans

nam6 tl‘°  ̂ P irit u a lists  o f  V ic to r ia  ta k e  to  th em selves th e  
A u r°r  P ro g ressiv e  S p iritu a lis ts , l e t  u s  see  w h a t th is  

TTnJa P u,r P °ses d o in g  in  th e  w ay  o f  p ro g ress, 
read P i  t l e  h ead in g  “  C o n d itio n s o f  M em b ersh ip  ” w e  
ba r, r r  ^ ^ 1 1 .»  “  E x e m p tio n  fro m  m an u al la b o u r can  
f o r +l  8set* bY  a n y  m em b er ab o v e  th e -a g e  o f  5 0  y ears  
Kean 6 8Um o f  £ 3 0 0 -”  H e r e  is  p ro g re ss  w ith  a  ven- 
vain +l  t. ^ av e  o u r  so cia l re fo rm e rs  b een  lab orin g  in  
withlUa i We bn<i th e  A u re lia , w h ich  is  b e in g  in au g u rated  
iffonttiv a  .^ou r’ 8h o f  h ig h -so u n d in g  ti tle s  a n d  benefits, 
O n  iV i  1C?  i ts e lf  b efo re  th e  m ig h ty  g o d  o f  com p etition , 
1 s t  « f .{„ lo r  th e  p a l tr y  su m  o f  £ 3 0 0  ca n  be secu red —K  “full
S fh jjn d iviu u ai m e m b e r 2 nd,  “  a b sen ce  w n en ev er u iey  

0  avail th em selv es  o f  th e  p r i v i l e g e 3 r d ,  “ hom e,

each • P a rticip a tio n  in  th e  re se rv e  fund a llo te d  to  
nloo„. . ’nual  m em b er 2 n d , “  a b sen ce  w h en ev er th e y

clo th in g , and provisions, upon th e  sam e sca le  as  th e  
o th e r  m em bers  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n 4 th , “ elig ib ility  to  all 
olheos as  s e t  fo rth  in o u r  r u l e s 5 t h ,  “ tre a tm e n t in 
ev ery  o th e r re sp e ct as  full m em bers  o f  th e  association  

G o v ern m en t deb en tu res c a r r y  6  p er ce n t, p er an n u m  
in te re st, which m ay be consid ered  a  fair a v e ra g e  for  
first-class se cu rity , £ 3 0 0  a t  6  p er ce n t, is £ 1 8  p er a n ­
num , o r Gs. l i d .  p er week.

L e t  us see  w h at is required  from  ord in ary  m em bers  
joining th is association  ; u n d er R u le  X V .,  “ E v e ry  m ale  
head o f  a  fam ily, on adm ission o f  him self and wife to  full 
m em bership, irresp ective o f th e  n u m b er o f  th eir children  
e n tered  in th e  form  o f ap p lication , o r  sub seq uently born, 
shall pay th e  sum  o f  £ 1 0 0 ; ” fu r th e r  we re a d  u n d er  
“ D u ties o f  M em bers,"  R u le  L X V I I . ,  “ T h at none shall 
seek exem p tion  from  lab or (always excep tin g  those aged  
m em bers who have p u rch a sed  a l i fe  in terest o f  exem ption) ,  
b u t will faith fu lly , tru ly , and en e rg e tica lly  devote th e  
requisite n u m b er o f  hours s e t  a p a rt by th e  council co 
th e  g en eral benefit o f  th e  com m u n ity , e x ce p t in case  o f  
sick u ess o r  c ircu m stan ces  ov er w hich n eith er th ey  n o r  
th e  com m u n ity  have any im m ediate co n tro l.”

L e t  th ose rules speak for th em selv es— th e y  a re  e lo ­
q u en t. D o th e  p ro m o ters  o f th is “ A u re lia ” for one  
m om en t im agine th a t  th e  Prog ressive’  S p iritu alists  o f  
V ic to ria  a r e  so very “  v e r d a n t” as  to  allow  D rones  w ith  
£ 3 0 0  to  suck th e  life blood o f  th e ir  in d u stry  ?  I  don't. 
U n d er heading Constitution, R u le  X X X . ,  “ T h ey  shall 
d e le g a te  th e ir  pow er to  a  body of fifteen m em b ers, to  be 
called th e  ch ie f  council fo r  legislative and e x e cu tiv e  pur­
poses, and which shall be com posed as  fo llo w s:” —

1 C h ief Councillor, ag ed  4 5  years.
1 D ep u ty  Chief, „ 4 0  „
1  T re a su re r , „ 4 0  „
A u d ito rs  and C ou ncilm en, „ 3 0  „

T he E n g lish  co n stitu tio n  allow s ev ery  v o te r  to  aspire  
t o  any office w hich his fellow  v o ters  m ay th in k  him  
qualified, b u t th e  p rom oters o f  “ A u relia  ” co n sid er this 
to o  g r e a t  a  responsibility  to  p u t  in to  th e  hand o f  g u sh ­
ing y o u th s o f  2 9  (b y  th e  w ay , sir, has th is  ru le  been  
fram ed so as to 'g iv e  th e  ch ie f  go v ern in g  pow er in to  th e  
han ds o f  th e  £ 3 0 0  Creams to  ru le  as  w ell as  “  su ck  ”  
th e  u n fo rtu n ate  “ ch rysolites ? ” )

P o rtion  o f  R u le  L X I X . ,  u n d er head in g “ D u ties  o f  
M em bers,"  re a d s— ‘ n o r an y  se cta ria n  ch u rch , chap el, 
m eetin g-h ouse, o r  conventicle fo r  te a ch in g  th eolo gical 
notions be allow ed to  find a  p laco  w ithin th e  p recin cts  
o f  A u r e l ia n  e s ta te  u n d er an y  p r e te x t  w h atever.”

C X .,  u n d er “ P riv a t e  W o rsh ip  ” — “ T h a t in ca se  any  
m em ber o r  fam ily  am on g us shall con scien tiou sly  co n ­
s id e r i t  th e ir  d u ty  to  e n te r  in to  an y  p ecu liar religious  
rites , w orship, o r  ob servan ces, such rites , w orship, o r  
ob servan ces shall be exclu siv ely  confined to  th e ir  ow n  
dw elling, a n d  shall co n sist on ly  o f  such m em b ers o f  th e ir  
ow n fam ily as  agjtco w ith th em — no co ercio n  being used 
to  com pel an y on e, how ever y o u n g , to  be p re se n t.”  
F i r s t ,  n o t u n d er “ a n y  p re te x t w h a t e v e r s e c o n d ,  you  
m ay if  th e y  shall co n sid er i t  th e ir  d u ty ."  B u t  R u le  
C X I .  is th e  clen ch er— “ A nd i t  shall be con sid ered  a  
crim e  a g a in st o u r  harm ony to  c o lle c t o r  co n g re g a te  
m em b ers to g e th e r  in o u r  p riv ate  dw ellings for th e  p u r­
pose o f exp o u n d in g  su ch  p ecu liarities, o r  ta k in g  p a r t  in 
a n y  r ite s , cerem on ies, w orship, o r  ob servan ces, o th e r  
th an  th o se  sanctioned  by  o u r  council and ru le s ."

H e r e  is  th e  un ion o f  ch u rcb  an d  s ta te , th a t  old relic  
o f  b arb arism  th e  cou n cil o r  head o f  th e  co m m u n ity  shall 
d icta te  w h a t r ite s , w orship or p ecu liarities  shall be ob ­
serv ed  ; in f a c t  bo k eep er o f  th e  m em b ers’ con scien ces, 
to  disobey o r  sp eak  as  y o u r reaso n  d ic ta te s  in y o u r ow n  
“ p riv a te  dw elling,” “ shall b e  con sid ered  a crim e  a g a in st  
o u r  h arm on y ,”  a n d  I  su p p ose will be d ealt w ith  u n d er  
R u le  C V .

R u le  L X X X .  u n d er D iv o rce  w e re a d — “ A n d  p arties  
still in sist on  a  sep ara tio n  from  in co m p atib ility  o f  d isp o­
sitio n  arisin g  from  w a n t o f  affinity o r  o th erw ise , th re e  
m on th s’ n o tice  m u s t b e  given , w hen th e  c h ie f  co u n cil  
sh all ta k e  s te p s  t o  p ro c u re  a  legal s e p a ra tio n  o f  su ch  
p a rtie s  as  th e y  find i t  im possib le to  reco n cile .”

I  w o n d er w h at leg al tr ib u n a l in  th is  o r  a n y  o f  th e  
o th e r  colon ies w ould  g r a n t  a  dissolution  o f  m a rria g e  on  
th e  above g rou n d s, i f  th e  p ro m o ters  can  s ta te , th e y  will 
co n fer a  b en efit o n  th e ir  fellow -colo n ists . R u le  C X X X I . ,
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“  J u n io r s  o r  ju v en ile  m em b ers u n d er th e  a g e  o f  18  
y e a r s  m ay be p e rm itte d  to  m a rry  w ith  th e  co n se n t o f  
th e ir  p a re n ts  and a  m ajo rity  o f  th e  c h ie f  c o u n c il ;  th ey  
m ay  also  have app oin ted  a se p a ra te  h ab itatio n , b u t  c a n ­
n o t  sh a re  in th e  su rp lu s  p rofits , o r  e x e rcise  th e ir  r ig h t  
to  v o te , u n til th e y  shall h av e  reach ed  th e  a g e  o f  full 
m em b ersh ip , viz., 1 8  y e a r s .” I  th in k  I  have n early  said  
e n o u g h  to  show th a t  th is  “ A u re lia  ”  is  n o t  w h at its  
p ro m o te rs  w ould have us believe. H is to ry  and s ta tis tics  
n av e ta u g h t th em  n o th in g , a n d  th e  soon er th e y  em erg e  
fro m  th e ir  chrysilis s ta te  th e  b e tte r  fo r  th e ir  p re s e n t as  
well a s  f u tu re  p rogress.

,  M y  ow n views on  com m u nism  h a v e  u n d ergon e co n ­
sid erab le  m odification w ithin th is la s t  tw olvo m on th s ; 
m y opinion is th a t  un less m en c a n  co -o p o rato  to g e th e r  
fo r  th e ir  m aterial w an ts, w ith o u t in terferin g  w ith  each  
o th e rs  religious and individual opinions, 'tw oro  fa r  b e t­
t e r  th a t  socioty  should m ove on as  i t  has done ; such  
ill-d igested  sch em es as  th is  A u relia  a re  bound to  do 
m o re  h arm  th an  good.

W I L L I A M  L A N G .

[ W e  have been inform ed since th e  p u b lication  o f  ou r  
review  o f  th e  rulos, & c., o f  th e  “ A u re lia "  A sso cia tio n , th a t  
th e  published ru les  a re  n o t final, b u t will bo su b m itted  
to  th e  first m eetin g  o f  m em b ers, w hen i t  is  in ten d ed  to  
p rop ose  c e rta in  am en d m en ts up on  thorn, w h ich  m ay  
p rob ab ly  rem ove th e  difficulties com plained o f  b y ou r  
corresp o n d en t. M ean tim e i t  is as  w ell th a t  a p p a re n t  
im p erfection s should be p o in ted  o u t, th a t th e  p ro m o ters  
m ay h av e th e  op p o rtu n ity  o f  consid ering th em .— E d .
R .  o f L . ]

N O A H ’S  A R K .

TO  T H E  E D IT O R  O F T H E  H A R B IN G E H  O F  L IG H T .

S ir,

A s  i t  m ay  n o t  g e n e ra lly  be kn ow n th a t  a  g e n tlem an  o f  
m an y y e a rs  s tan d in g  in th e  co lo n y  and o f  v e ry  exten siv e  
tra v e ls  is a t  p re se n t exh ib itin g  in th e  W o rk m a n ’s H all, 
L o n sd a le -s tre e t , th e  m odel o f  “ N o e ’s”  A r k , th e  plan o f  
w h ich  he s ta te s  w as foun d by him  a t  th e  sack o f  P ek in  ; 
i t  ce rta in ly  is  a  m odel o f  cu rio sity , if  n o th in g  m o re . 
F u r th e r , he has on  exh ib ition  o th e r cu rio sities  o f  
a n tiq u ity  which a re  ce rta in ly  deservin g th e  a tte n tio n  o f  
th e  an tiq u arian  and cu rio sity  h u n ter.

H e  also  has a  m o st un iq ue m ode o f  a cco u n tin g  for  
th e  orig in  o f  m u ch  o f  th e  B ib le  h isto ry , w h ich  also  is 
d eservin g  o f  a tten tio n .

I  have ta k e n  th e  lib e rty  o f  callin g a tte n tio n  t o  it, 
h o p in g  th a t  som e o n e  who has m ore tim e  th a n  I  have to  
sp a re  will give a  fu ll descrip tion  o f  i t ,  a n d  th u s  enable  
u s  to  fo rm  som eth in g  like a n  opinion. B y  in se rt­
in g  th e  above y o u  will g r e a tly  oblige,

S e c u la r  A ca d e m y , T o u r s  tru ly ,

2 0 th S ep t ., 1 8 7 3 . G . 8 .  M A N N S .

O U B  L Y C E U M .  

T h e  S ummeb G roup.

I f  th e  re g u la r  le a d e r  o f  a  g ro u p  is  ab se n t th e  vacancy  
c a n  be supplied, a t  th e  re q u e s t o f  th e  ch ild ren , from  the  
S u m m er G rou p . I f  th e  c o n d u cto r  is in w a n t o f  an  ad­
d ress  fro m  th e  p latfo rm  (lim ite d  t o  te n  m in u tes) ho can  
g e n e ra lly  find som eon e in  th e  S u m m er G rou p able and 
w illing to  givo it . B u t  a p a r t  from  th e se  serv ices to  the 
r e s t  o f  th e  L y ce u m , th e  S u m m e r G ro u p  is  th e  field of 
m an y in te re stin g  an d  useful co n v e rsa tio n s  calculated  to  
develop h arm on ies b etw een  m ind s th a t  w ould, otherwise 
rem ain  s tra n g e rs  to  one a n o th e r , and to  d raw  o u t think! 
in g  pow ers th a t  w ould e lse  re m a in  d o rm an t. M any of  
its  m em b ors a r e  p a re n ts , w ith  ch ild ren  alread y  in the 
o th e r  g ro u p s , a n a  th o  in te r e s t  fe lt in all th e  perform ­
an ces  o f  th o  y o u n g  o n e s  is  f a r  m o re  th a n  th e y  have any 
id ea of. E v e ry  w ell-p lan n ed  an sw er is h eard  with a 
th rill o f  sy m p a th e tic  en jo y m en t, an d  a  su ccessfu l recita­
tio n  is a  m a tte r  o f  g e n e ra l re jo ic in g .

T h e  s h o rt  tim e  ap p oin ted  f o r  d i r e c t  in stru ctio n  from 
th e  lead ers  to  th e ir  re sp e ctiv e  g ro u p s  is , in th e  Summ er 
G ro u p , g iv en  up to  co n v ersa tio n  up on  som e useful topic, 
a g re e d  up on th e  w eek  b eforeh an d . So m u ch  in te re st is 
o ften  foun d to  a tta c h  to  a  p a r tic u la r  su b je ct, and there  
is  so m u ch  to  be said a b o u t i t  th a t  i t  is o ften  continued  
fro m  S u n d ay  to  S u n d ay , e a ch  m em b er ta k in g  his or hor 
sh a re , an d  su g g e stin g  new  su b jects  f o r  th e  com ing week 
a s  o ccasio n  a n d  in clin ation  m ay  p ro m p t. A m ong the 
to p ics  d iscu ssed , o n e  o f  th e  firs t ta k e n  u p  was a  
co n sid eratio n  o f  th e  sp ecial u se  a n d  d u ties  o f th e  Sum ­
m e r  G ro u p  to w ard s th e  r e s t  o f  th e  L y ce u m . T he work 
sin ce  done bv its  d ifferen t m em b ers m ay  be fairly  taken  
as  a n  e x am p le  o f  th e  co n clu sio n s th e n  arriv ed  a t . Since  
th e n  In d u stria l C o -o p era tio n , an d  th e  d u ties  o f Spiritual­
is ts  as  su ch , h av e  b een  co n sid ered  w ith o th e r  sim ilar 
to p ics , a n d  w ith fa ir  p ro m ise  o f  n o t  rem ain in g  moroly 
m a tte r s  o f  con v ersation .

O w in g to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d ifferen t individuals who 
com p ose i t  a r e  su b je ct to  m a n y  ca lls  n o t  likely to be 
m ad e on  y o u n g e r  m em b ers o f  th e  L y c e u m , som e lax ity  is 
to  b e  ob served  in  th e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  its  m em bers. They  
a r e  n o t  all p e r f e c t  m odels o f  r e g u la rity . So m etim es an 
in dividual d isap p ears fo r  w eek s, th e n  r e tu r n s  again, and 
th e  a b sen ce  is  u n d ersto o d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  du e to  exigencies  
n o t in cid en ta l to  y o u n g e r  m em b ers  o f  th e  L y ceu m . 
N e ith e r  is  th e  S u m m er G ro u p  e sp e cia lly  s tro n g  in the 
ca lis th e n ic  e x e rc ise s  ; th o u g h  a  v e ry  g o o d  p rop ortion  of 
its  m em b ers m ak e  la u d a b le  effo rts  to  a tta in  perfection  
in  th a t  re sp e c t , y e t  th e r e  a r e  so m e w h o p ersisten tly  ex­
cu se  th em selv es  o n  th e  s co re  o f  rh e u m a tism , a g e ,dignity, 
o r  w h a t n o t  besid es.

T h e y , h o w ev er, g e n e ra lly  co n sid er th em selv es amen­
ab le  to  a ll law s a n d  re g u la tio n s  e n a c te d  fo r  th e  good o f  
th e  w h ole body, n o t  seek in g  to  s e t  th em selves above 
th e m  ; b u t, on  th e  c o n tra r y , d esirin g  to  a s s is t  in  th o  work 
laid  o u t  fo r  a ll, n a m e ly , th e  co m p le te  m o ra l, m ental, and 
p h y sica l c u ltu r e  o f  e a ch  in dividual. T h o u g h  th e  Sum­
m er G ro u p  is  a lre a d y  p r e t t y  n u m e ro u s, th e re  is still 
ro o m  a n d  a  w elco m e f o r  a ll a d d itio n a l m em b ers who, 
w ith  th e  n e ce ssa ry  a g e , w ill a lso  b rin g  s in c e r e  good-will 
a n d  a  d esire  t o  b en efit a n d  b e  b en efited  by th e  M elbourne  
L y ce u m .

A  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  L y ce u m  G u id e w ill show  th a t  th e  
S u m m er G ro u p  co n sists  o f  m em bers 1 8  y e a rs  o f  a g e  a n d  
upw ards. M o s t o f  th e  p ersons com p osin g o u r  Sum m er  
G ro u p  w ould, p rob ab ly , fran kly ow n to  th e  “  u p w ard ”  
te n d e n cy  o f  th e ir  ag es . T h e  m a tu r ity  o f  i ts  m em bers  
g iv es  i t  a  c h a r a c te r ,  and , p erhap s a  sp h e re  o f  usefuln ess, 
r a th e r  d ifferen t fro m  th a t  o f  a n y  o th e r  g ro u p  in  th e  
L y c e u m ; an d  i t  m ay , th erefo re , b e  w ell to  g ive i t  
s e p a r a te  n o tice .

I t  n u m b ers  ab o u t fifteen p erson s o r  m o re , a n d  is  ab o u t 
eq u ally  divided b etw een  th e  sexes. I t s  firs t lead er w as  
o u r  m u ch  r e g re t te d  p re s id e n t,M r. J o h n  B o ss . S h o rtly  
b e fo re  M r . R oss le f t  th e  c ity , M r . M a n n s  w as elected  
b y  th e  g ro u p  to  th e  lead ership . M a n y  o f  its  m em b ers  
n il o th e r  offices in  th e  L y ce u m , a n d  c a n  a b se n t th e m ­
selv es  from  o th e r  d u ties  on ly  lo n g  en o u g h  to  ta k e  p a r t  
in  th e  discu ssions th a t  o c c u r  d u rin g  th e  tim e  a llo tte d  to  
Ioeboos. In d e e d  a ll i ts  m em b ers hold th em selves in  
re a d in e ss  t o  fill, on  a n  em erg en cy , a n y  office f o r  w h ich  
th e y  m a y  b e  co m p e te n t.

I T E M S  B Y  T H E  M A I L .

B r  th e  la s t  m ail w e h a v e  f u r th e r  a c c o u n ts  o f  experi­
m en ts  in  sp irit-p h o to g ra p h y . I t  a p p e a rs  th a t  Mr- 
B e a ttie , acco m p a n ie d  b y  a n o th e r  e x p e r t ,  called  upon 
M r. H u d so n  a n d  s a t  f o r  sp irit-p h o to g rap h s. T h e y  were 
allo w ed  t o  e x am in e  e v e ry th in g  a n d  m ak e  th e ir  own 
a rra n g e m e n ts . M r . B e a t t i e  s a t  fo u r  tim e s , a n d  obtained 
tw o  sp irit-p h o to g ra p h s , o n e  b e a r in g  a  s tr o n g  resem blance  
to  b o th  a  b r o th e r  a n d  n ep h ew . M r . B .  is  a t  a  loss to  
a c c o u n t f o r  th e  effects  o n  a n y  o th e r  th a n  th e  spiritual 
h y p oth esis .

I t  w ill b e  ob served  t h a t  D r .  R ich ard so n  
as  e a r n e s t as  ev er in  th e  sp iritu al ca u se 1; his le c tu re  a  
th e  C aven d ish  B o o m s , L o n d o n , w as w e ll receiv ed . A  
v e ry  im p o rta n t co n firm atio n  o f  th e  gen u in en ess of A . J -  
D av is’s  c la irv o y a n ce  co m es t o n s  fro m  A m erica . 1 “  
n in ik  p la n e t o f  o u r  s o la r  sy s te m , w h ich  h e  spoke 
tw e n ty -se v e n  y e a r s  a g o , h a s  b e e n  d isco v e re d  b y  Professo  
W a ts o n .
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MINISTERING SPIRITS.
A Sermon by J ohn P age I lo rrs .

“ Are they n o t all m in iste rin g  sp ir its . ” — H eb rew s  i. 14.

j j ow often, in re a d in g  th e  w o rd s o f  m en an d  women on  
„rent subjects, a r e  w e te m p te d  to  p au se and say — D o  
you really believe th is  th a t  y o u  s a y ?  W h a t  grand  
things th ey  w rite  a b o u t G o d  ! w h a t n o b le th in g s  about 
m an! w hat g lo rio n s th in g s  a b o u t fu tu re  life ! W h y , if  
people believed— re a lly  a n d  vitally  believed— h alf  th ey  
say and w rite a b o u t th e se  g r e a t  th e m e s , th e  v icto ry  ov er  
sense and sin, p ain  a n d  h ard sh ip , so rro w  and sickness, 
life and death , w ould be a lre a d y  w on. W e  should have  
no m ore doubt, no m o re  fe a r , n o m o re  foreb od ing, no 
more h eart-b reak . L ife  w ould bo a  sublim e triu m p hal 
march, and th e  v e ry  g a te  o f  d eath  w ould sh in e w ith th e  
radiance o f  th e  sm ile  o f  G od.

^specially is th is  so w ith  w h a t is said a n d  w ritten  
about th e  fu tu re  life  an d  th e  s ta te  o f  th e  so-called  dead. 
Heaven is p ictu re d  as  u n sp eak ab ly  b rig h t, blessed, and  
beautiful, fa r  tra n sce n d in g  th e  lovelin ess o f  e a r th  ; and  
the spirits o f  th e  b lessed  a r e  p ictu red  as  filled w ith ra p ­
ture, n o t so rro w in g  th a t  th e y  h av e  left us, b u t ra th e r  
longing for us to  g o  to  th e m . B u t  th e  sp ecial p o in t to  
which I  ask y o u r  a tte n tio n  n o w  is th is ,— th a t  th e  b eau ­
tiful and blessed on es a r e  said  to  w atch o v er us, guide  
us, stand n e a r u s , nnd find th e ir  bliss still in m inisterin g  
to our needs. M ilto n  w rite s  o f  “ m illions o f  spiritual 
creatures ” who “  w alk  th e  e a r th  u n seen , both w hen we 
wake and w hen wo s le e p .”  A n d  re fe rrin g  to  tho love  
and care  o f  th e  a n g els  f o r  th o  v irtu o u s an d  th e  p u re, he 
says,—

So dear to heaven is saintly chastity,
That, when a soul is found sincerely so,
A thousand liveried angels lackey her,
Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt.

So the old c ra d le  so n g  h as  i t  o f  li ttle  ch ild ren ,—
Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber 1 

Holy angels guard thy bed :
Heavenly blessings without number 

Gently falling on thy head.

Do m oth ers w ho s in g  th a t  re a lly  believe i t ?  W h a t  a  
mighty d ifferen ce i t  m ig h t m ak e if th e y  did ! S o  Sam uel 
Eogcrs, speak ing o f  ch ild ren  o f  a  la r g e r  g ro w th , ta lk s  o f  
man as  h av in g “ a  g u a rd ia n  an g el o ’e r  his life presid in g;”  
and, in like m a n n e r, M ilto n  w rites  of G o d ’s “ w inged  
m essengers,”  s e n t  “ on  e rra n d s  o f  su p ern al g r a c e .”  
Coleridge, th o  p o e t, m u s t h av e  sh ared  sim ilar beliefs, 
ideas, o r fan cies, w h en  h e  reb u k ed  th o se  w ho th in k  th a t  
there is n o th in g  b u t  w h a t w o c a n  see  o r  feel, o r  who 
think th a t d ir t  is a  m o re  re a l th in g  th a n  sp irit. T h a t  is, 
o f all delusions, th o  m o s t d elu sive, a n d  o f  a ll su p ersti­
tions th e  m o s t su p e rs titio u s. M e n  som etim es ta lk  o f  
tho su p erstition  o f  b e lie f  in  sp iritu al bein gs ; w hy, the  
most degraded su p e rs titio n  o f  all is th e  ignob le and dis­
gusting n o tio n  th a t  th e r e  is  n o th in g  m o re  re a l th a n  m u d /  
God, th e  g r e a t  L ife -g iv e r , is  S p i r i t ;  a n d  y e t ,  as  C o ler­
idge says,—

Some there are who deem themselves free 
When they within this gross and visible sphere 
Chain down the winged thought.

L o t m e te ll s u c h  ig n o b le  a n d  e a rth ly  bein gs th a t ,  how - 
over prou d th e y  m ay  b e  o f  th e ir  m ud a n d  o f  th e ir  su p e r­
iority to  th e  d ream s o f  p eo p le  w ho believe in  sp iritu a l  
things, th e y  h a v e  y e t  t o  le a rn  th e  v e ry  a lp h a b e t o f  b ein g, 
ond to  d isco v er th e  fo u n ta in -h e a d  o f  all life.

O u r ow n T e n n y so n  is  full o f  fa ith  in  sp iritu al th in g s. 
H e sa y s :—  '

F o r though m y lips m ay breathe adieu,
,  , I  cannot think the thing farowell.

^ g ain , h e  says,—
F a r  off thou art, hnt ever nigh,
I  have thee still, and I  rejoice.
Dear heavenly friend, thou canst not die,
Mine, mine, for ever ever mine, 

i .  Be near us when we climb or fall, 
o n e s : a n d  a g a in ,—

The dead shall look me through and through :
“ »d again,—

They haunt the silence of the breast,
Imaginations calm and fair,
The memory like a  cloudless air,

The conscience as  a  sea a t  rest.

N o w  does T enn yson m ean all th a t ? I f  n o t, w h at 
abom inable triflin g it all i s ! I f  yes, w h at a  g loriou s  
faith  ho is in vitin g us to  ! H is  th o u g h ts  a r e  ech oed  by 
Longfellow , whose poem s th ro b  and bu rn  and glow  w ith  
his b elief in th e  n earn ess o f  th e  so-called  dead. W h a t  
does th is  m ean ? —

W h e n  t h e  h o u r s  o f  d a y  a r e  n u m b e r e d ,
And the voices of the night 

Wake the better soul that slumbered 
To a holy, calm delight:

Then the forms of the departed 
Enter at the open door.

The beloved, the true-hearted,
Come to visit me once more.

O r th is ?—
The spirit-world around this world of sense 

Float« like an atmosphere, and everywhere 
Wafts through these earthly mists and vapours dense 

A vital breath of more ethereal air.

N ow  w h at I  w an t to  ask is,— D o m en believe w h at 
th e y  say  ? o r  is all th is m ere fine w riting and fine ta lk ­
ing ? D o th e  poets m ean it all ; o r  a re  th ey  only spin­
n in g  cobw ebs ? D o th o  preach ers m ean w h at th e y  say, 
o r a re  th e y  only helping th e  p oets to  do n o th in g ?  I s  
th e re  a  life a f te r  w h at wo call death ? — n o t a  sp e ctra l, 
m y sterio u s, u n real s o r t  o f  life,— existen ce  ns o f  a  j e t  of 
g as o r  m iserab le gh ost,— but a life o f  a  rea l su b stan tial 
c h a ra c te r  for th e  ac tu al G eo rg e  o r  Je ss ie  who le ft us  
yesterd ay . A n d  is th e re , o r  is th e re  n o t, a rea l world  
inside th is o r  beyond th is,— a  w orld j u s t  as rea l to tho  
people in i t  as  th is is rea l to  us ;— a  sp iritu al w orld ju s t  
as  adapted to  spiritual beings as  th is m aterial w orld is 
adapted to  m aterial beings ? A n d  is it o r  is i t  n o t a  fact  
th a t  th ese  so-called dead people a re  ju s t  a s  co n scio u s as  
ev er, j u s t  as  ab le  to  love and h a te , hope and fear, learn  
and servo ns e v er ? — also th a t  th e y  a re  n o t fa r  fro m  us, 
b u t rea l d w ellers in tho spirit-w orld , w hich is n o t far  
aw ay, b u t here ,— here, as  a  m igh ty living se a  in which  
w e all float n ig h t an d  day ; hidden from  us, only by  
reason o f  th e  lim itations o f  th e  o rg an s  o f  th e  flesh.

I n  th e  U nita ria n H e r a ld  for J u ly  5 tb , th e re  w as a  
oem  en titled , “ W h a t  tho D ead said ," a  poem  o f  g r e a t  
eau ty , and con tain in g e ith e r  a  g re a t tr u th  o r  a  g re a t  

deal o f idle nonsense. I  am  g o in g  to  read  th is poem  to  
y o u ; and , w hen I  have read  it, I  am  going to  ask  you  
w h eth er y o u  th in k  th e  p o e t m e a n t w h at h e  w rote , and , 
if  so, w h eth er y o u  can  a g re e  w ith hint. T h e  s to ry  is  a  
v e ry  sim ple one. A  husband h as lo st his y o u n g  and  
beautiful w ife ; and he, s ittin g  alon e w ith all th a t  is  le f t  
to  e a rth  o f  h e r, asks h er to  reveal to  him  now w h at w as  
th e  g ro a t s e c r e t  o f  dying, and w h at w as th e  ch ief s u r ­
p rise  o f  th a t  g r e a t  tran sactio n . H o  ask s h e r  m an y  
s tra n g e  th in g s ; an d , when h e r  an sw er com es, i t  p u ts all 
th e se  aside an d  sh o o ts an arro w  s tra ig h t to  th e  m ark , as  
y o u  w ill se e  :—

“ She is dead 1" they snid to him. “ Come aw ay;
Kiss her and leave her, thy love is clay I"
They smoothed her tresses of dark brown hair ;
On her forehead of stone they laid it fail :
Over her eyes, which gazed too much,
They drew the lids with a gentle touch ;
W ith a tender touch they closed up well 
The sweet thin Ups thai’had secrets to te l l ;
About her brows and beautiful face 
They tied her veil and her marriage lace,
A.nil drew on her white feet her white silk shoes ;—
Which were the whitest no eye could choose I 
And over her bosom they crossed her hands—
“ Come away," they arid ,11 God understands I”
And there was silence, and nothing there 
B ut silence and scents of eglantere,
And jesamine, and,roses, and rosemary ;
And they said, “ As a lady should lie lies she.”
And they held their breath ns they left tho room 
W ith a  shuddering glance a t its stillness and gloom.
But he who loved her too well to dread 
The sweet, the stately, the beautiful dead,
H e lit his lamp and took the key
And turned it . Alone again—he and she.
He nnd she ; but she would not speak,
Though he kissed, in tho old place, the quiet cheek.
He and sh e ; yet she would not smile,
Though he called her the name she loved erewliile.
He and sh e ; still she did not move 
To any one passionate whisper of love.
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Then he said, “ Cold lips, and breast without breath !
Is there no voice ? no language of death 7 
“ Dumb to the car and still to the sense,
But to heart and to soul distinct, intense 7 
“ 8ec now ; I  will listen with soul, not ear ;
Whnt was the secret of dying, dear 7 
“ Was it the infinite wonder of all 
That you ever could let life's flower fall 7 
“ Or was it a greater marvel to feel 
The perfect calm o’er the agony steal 7
II Was the miracle greater to find how deep.
Beyond nil dreams sank downward that sleep 7 
“ Did life roll back its record, dear,
And show, as they say it does, past things clear?
“ And was it the innermost heart of the bliss 
To find out so what a wisdom love is 7 
“ 0 , perfect dead 1 0 , dead most dear,
I hold the breath of my soul to hear 1 
“ There must be pleasure in dying, sweet,
To make you so placid from head to feet 1 
“ I would tell you, darling, if I were dead,
And 'twere your hot tears upon my brow shed.
III would say, though the angel of death hail laid 
His sword on my lips to keep it unsaid,
“ You should not ask vainly, with streaming eyes,
Which of all death’s was the chicfcst surprise ;
“ The very strangest and suddenest thing 
Of nil the surprises th at dying niUBt bring."
Ah, foolish world 1 Oh, most kind dead 7 
Though he told me, who will believe it was said 7 
Who will believe what he heard her say,
With the sweet soft voice in the dear old way.
"  The utmost wonder is this ;— I hear,
And sec you, and love you, and kiss you, dear ;
“ And am your angel who was your bride,
And know, th at though dead, I have never died I"

N o w  m ark w h at I  am  sayin g. T h e  q u estion  is n o t, — 
D id th is  reply  e v er co m e ?  o r , W a s  this s ce n e  e v er real?  
b u t— I s  th e re  a  tru th  in th e  r e p ly ?  an d ,— I f  i t  w ere  
possible, m ig h t th is  s ce n e  o c c u r ?  Y o u  observe w h at 
she is m ade to  say ;— th a t  th e  g r e a te s t  su rp rise  o f d eath  
is th a t th e  so-called  dead c a n  soo us, love us, k iss us, as  
o f  old ; and th a t, th ou g h  dead, th ey  have n ev er died. 
I  am  n o t ask in g w h eth er th a t  can  be proved, b u t w h eth er  
i t  co n tain s  a n  intelligib le id e a : and I  w ill fu r th e r  ask  
w h eth er i t  does n o t  con tain  th e  only in telligib le  id ea  o f  
a  fu tu ro  e x is te n ce  ?  H e  who affirms th a t  th e  dead are  
rea lly  dead, a n d  can  n ev er live again , is  p erfectly  in te ll i­
g ib le  ; an d , th ou g h  I  m ay  be so rry  fo r  him , I  ca n n o t fail 
to  u n d erstan d  h i m ; b u t he who affirms th a t  th e  so-called  
d ead  a r e  n o t dead, and y e t  denies th a t  th e y  know  an y ­
th in g  ab o u t us o r  c a n  do an y th in g  for u s , say s  som ething  
so irra tio n a l, so un lik ely, so co n trad ic to ry , an d  so p ain ­
fully d isag reeab le , th a t  i t  is  ra th e r  a  sa tisfactio n  to  feel 
lie  is  u tte rly  unin telligib le. T hose o f  us who face  th e  
id ea o f  a  rea l life a f te r  d eath  w ith a ll its  con seq u en ces, 
a r e  som etim es a ccu se d  o f  su p erstitio n . W h y , th e  su p e r­
stitio n  is all on  th e  o th e r side. W h a t  wo stan d  b y  is 
solid f a c t , and w h at w e ask  is  th a t life h e re a fte r  should  
bo u tte rly  denied o r a lto g eth er affirm ed, u n less indeed  
any should wish to  ta k e  sh elter in  th a t  g re a t re fu g e  for  
th e  d e s titu te ,— Ig n o ra n ce ,— w ith its  end o f  all co n tro ­
versy , “ I  do n o t  know .”

I  will co n clu d e  w ith  a  re fe re n ce  to  tw o  ob jections  
o fte n  ad v an ced  a g a in st th e  dealing in a n y  w ay with th is  
su b ject. T h e  firs t is , th a t  we can  re a lly  know  n othing  
¿ b o u t i t :  th e  seco n d  is , th a t  i t  h as no re la tio n  to  p r a c ­
t i c a l  life. A s  to  th e  firs t o f th e se  o b jectio n s, th a t  w e  
ca n  know  n o th in g  a b o u t th is m a tte r , I  w ill co n te n t m y­
s e lf  w ith  sa y in g  th a t  no one can  know  th a t .  T ru e  
scie n ce  is v e ry  q u iet, and m od est, a n d  cau tio u s, and  
h u m b le. I t  is on ly  sham  scien ce  o r  shallow  scien ce th a t  
ru sh e s  in to  den ials, a n d  th a t  p resu m es t o  say  w h at can  
o r  ca n n o t be know n. O ne th in g  w e ce rta in ly  d o know , 
th a t  we a r e  su rro u n d ed  w ith m ig h ty  fo rces  o f  a  m o st  
asto u n d in g  n a tu re , w hich a r e  m ain ly  u n seen , b u t  a re  
n o t  a lw ay s u n fe lt. A n o th e r  th in g  w e know ,— th a t  w e  
a re  o n ly , a s  i t  w ere , knocking a t  th e  d o o r o f  th is  g r e a t  
in n e r  tem p le ,— th a t  life s til l  elu des u s , an d  th a t  w h at 
w e know  is  on ly  a  p o o r ti th e  o f  w h a t w e w a n t to  know , 
an d  o f  w h a t is  a ro u n d  u s , ab o ve u s , b en eath  u s , a n d  in  
u s, t o  be kn ow n . I f  J  w ere  to  g ive a  w ord  o f  ad v ice  to  
th o se  w ho a r e  ov er-fo n d  o f  th e  w o rd s N o n sen se , I t  ca n ­
not be, Im possible ,  D o n ’t  t e l l  m e, a n d  th e  lik e , i t  w ould  
b e  t h i s :— W o  h av e discovered  so  m u ch  a b o u t th e  c a sk e t

th a t  w e n ev er e x p e c te d  t o  d isco v er, t h a t  w e o u g h t rather  
to  ch erish  th a n  reb u k e th e  h o p e  th a t  w e m ay yet fm<i 
o u t som eth in g  a b o u t th a t  w hich th e  c a sk e t contains 
E v e ry th in g  will co m e in G o d ’s  g o o d  t i m e ;  and, when 
w e a re  fit fo r  it , an d  w h en  i t  can  b e  o f  re a l use^to us it 
m ay  co m e to  p ass th a t  th e  lin k  w ill b e  discover6d  wjiich 
binds th e  u n seen  to  th e  seen.

B u t  th e  seco n d  ob jectio n  rem ain s, th a t  th is subject 
h as no re la tio n  to  p r a c tic a l  l ife . I t  is sim ply wonderful 
th a t  an y  ra tio n a l h u m an  b ein g  sh ou ld  be found to  offer 
su ch  a n  ob jection  : an d  y e t  th e  ob jectio n  is  urged in tho 
v e ry  nam e o f  N ation alism . N o w , as  a  R atio n alist, and 
in th e  nam e o f  R a tio n a lism , I  u n d e rta k e  to  say th at if 
m en  re a lly  believod in  th e  a c tu a l  co n tin u ed  existen ce of 
th e  so -ca lled  d ead , a n d  th a t  th e se  w e re  n e a r  th em , inter­
e s te d  in  th e ir  p u rsu its , o b serv an t o f  th e ir  struggles, 
m indful o f  th e ir  n ecess ities , a n d  o fte n  helpful in tneir 
tim es o f  n eed , th is  g r e a t  fa ith  w ould  be o n e  o f  tho sub- 
lim est fa c to rs  in hu m an life, o n e  o f  th e  g ra n d e st creators  
o f  n o b le m otiv e , b rav e  effo rt, un selfish a c tio n , joyous 
e n d u ra n ce , And invincible h o p e. D o  n o t  te ll mo th at 
th is  re a ch in g  o u t o f  th o  sou l a f te r  G o d  and tho things 
o f  G o d  will ro b  m o o f  in te re s t , c o u ra g e , and activity, for 
th o  th in g s o f  th is  p re se n t sce n e . N o  delusion could bo 
g r e a te r .  T h o  tru th  is t h a t  no m an  is so strong, so 
b u o y an t, an d  so unselfish in  h is  w o rk  fo r  e a rth  as  ho 
who h as c a u g h t a  glim p se o r  h e a rd  som ething o f  the 
m u sic o f  th o  u n seen  b u t n o t  fa r-o ff  heav en . D o not ask 
m e, as  a  relig iou s te a c h e r , th e n , to  confin e m y attention  
to  m u d . I  c a n n o t do it . I  do n o t  find a ll th a t I  want 
th e re . I  m ust  look w ith in : I  m u st  lo ok  b e y o n d : I  must 
lo ok  a b o v e : fo r  I  fee l th a t  I  ca n  o n ly  find m y God whore 
I  find m y u n seen  friends,— in th e  m ig h ty  spirit-w orld, 
w h ere  all th e  m o st r e a l  th in g s  a re , w h ere  a ll th o  eternal 
essen ces  a re , an d  w h en ce  a ll life  com es to  th is  lower 
sp h ere . I  will n o t b o d rag g ed  dow n b y  m y  bodily senses 
to  th e  e a r th . I  will l e t  m y h u n g ry  an d  th irsty  spirit 
lift m o u p  to  heav en . I  will n o t  "let m y flesh defraud 
m y sp irit, o r  m y sen ses c h e a t  m y  sou l. T m u st “ ariso 
aud g o  to  m y F a t h e r  j”  fo r  m y d e a re s t tr e a s u r e  is thoro, 
a n d  m y h e a r t  m u st follow  to o .

I S  S P I R I T U A L I S M  A  F A I L U R E ?

W e  e x t r a c t  th o  follow in g f ro m  a  B o s to n  pap er re ­

ce n tly  r e c e iv e d :—

PLAIN TALK BY MBS. EMMA HABDINQE BBITTEN IN T1IE 

MUSIC HALL rESTEEDAY AFTEBNOON— THE FBEE LOVE 
TENDENCIES AND OTHER PERNICIOUS DOCTRINES OF 

SPIRITUALISM DENOUNCED.

M r s . E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r i t te n  d elivered  th e  closing 
le c tu re  o f  th e  season  b efore  th e  B o s to n  Spiritualists  
A sso cia tio n , in th e  M u sic  H a ll , y e s te rd a y  afternoon. 
H e r  su b je c t w as “  T h e  U n so lv ed  P ro b le m  o f  Spiritual­
ism ,” an d  th e  le c tu re  w as d ev o ted  to  th e  consideration  
o f  th e  re a so n s  w hy S p iritu alism  h a s  n o t  fulfilled its  p r i-  
fessed  m ission. M r s . B r i t te n  w as u n sp arin g  in her 
critic ism  o f  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  d o ctrin e s  w ith which 
S p iritu alism  in i ts e lf  re a lly  h a s  n o th in g  t o  do have beon 
leag u ed  w ith i t .  S h e  d en ou n ced  w ith  esp ecial earnest­
n e ss  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  fre e  lo v e  a s  re p u lsiv e  to  every in­
s tin c t  o f  h u m an ity . M r s . B r i t te n  seem ed  to  speak 
e a rn e s tly , a n d  f ro m  h e r  h e a r t . A t  tim e s  sh e  showed 
m u ch  em o tio n . _ . ,

A f te r  sp eak in g  o f  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  S p iritu alism  and 
its  p ro sp e cts  o f  red eem in g  th e  w o rld  w h en  o th e r  faiths 
h av e p ro v ed  a  fa ilu re , sh e  a s k e d : “ C a n  w o answer 
w h eth er o u r  b rig h t h o p es h a v e  b e e n  re a lise d  ? C m  w® 
s a y  th a t  S p iritu alism  h as b een  th e  r e s to re r  o f  fa ith ;  tha  
i ts  discip les a n d  v o ta rie s  h a v e  b e e n  m ad e  b e tte r  men 
an d  b e t te r  w o m en  ?  I n  m a n y  th in g s  i t  h a s . B u t  tn  
q u estio n  a s  a  w h ole m u s t b e  an sw ered  in  th e  negative. 
T h e re  a r e  m an y  ca u se s  in  o u r  m id st, an d  a ll on t  
h u m an  side, w h y 'S p iritu a lism  h a s  b e e n  m easurably  
failu re . O n e  o f  th e se  is  th e  im p e rfe ctio n  o f  sp irit co -  
m u n icatio n . I n  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  th e r e  w e re  n o  attem p  
a t  self-d ecep tio n . T h e re  w e re  n o  d a rk  c irc le s  th e n ;  an  
a ll S p iritu alis ts  w e re  sce p tics . N o w  a  v a s t am oun t 
l i te ra tu r e  h as  b e e n  p re se n te d  t o  u s  in  th e  nam e oi
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irit and in th e  n am e o f  th e  s p ir it  w e h av e  b een  asked  

to accept m any n ew  a n d  s tr a n g e  d o ctrin es . I s  i t  
ot then obvious th a t  w o sh ou ld  ta k e  som e m eans o f  

B certaining w h eth er h o n o red  n am es ca n  be held resp on ­
s e  for these te a ch in g s  w hich co m m o n  sen se  to lls us 
that they would n e v e r  co u n te n a n ce . I s  i t  t r u e  th a t  
the mighty dead h av e  in d eed  re tro g ra d e d  and from  th e  
other world com e b ack  to  u s  w ith  p o or p o e try , bad 
grammar and false d o ctrin e s . W e  should be slow  to  
accept these as  com in g from  th e ir  p u rp o rted  sou rce . 
Above all we should ca re fu lly  s c ru tin iz e  a ll th a t  is given  
to us in th e  n am e o f  th e  s a cre d  dead. T h ere  is  no 
authority b u t tr u th . A ll tr u th  is  cap ab le  o f  d em on stra­
tion. A ll th a t c a n n o t b e  su b jected  to  th is  c ru cia l te s t  
should be re jected . O n e  o f  th e  w o rst fe a tu re s  with  
which Spiritualism  is c h a rg e d  is  th e  d ark , th e  baneful 
doctrine o f  re -in ca rn a tio n  as  ta u g h t b y A llen  K a rd e c  of  
France. I t  is a  d ire c t  co n tra d ic tio n  o f  th e  su re ty  given  
us a t R o ch ester, t h a t  th e r e  is  p ro g ress  in  th e  sp irit land. 
This wild, fan tas tic  d o ctrin e , w hich w ould b reak  up  
kindred, ties  a n d  fam ilies, should b o re jected . I t  
belongs, as has b een  said , to  th e  im p erfect n a tu re  o f  
spirit com m unication. S p iritu alism  does n o t com e to  
us to endorse an y  sp ecial form  o f  hu m an opinion b u t to  
mako b etter and s tre n g th e n  a ll o u r  opinions.

“ I  wish now  t o  sp eak  o f  th a t  p o p u lar d o ctrin e  which  
is identifying i ts e lf  w ith  S p iritu alism  ov er th e  len gth  
and breadth o f  th e  lan d , w h ich  prop oses to  refo rm  all 
the evils o f  o u r  so cia l sy ste m  by th e  ab rog ation  o f  th e  
marriage tie. I t  h as  b e e n  to o  pu blicly b ru ite d , to o  uni­
versally ad m itted  th a t  th e  S p iritu alis ts  a r e  th e  on ly  se c t  
and tho only c la ss  o f  p erso n s who larg ely  an d  openly  
maintain th is d o ctrin e , fo r  us to  sh rin k  o r evade th e  
responsibility o f  sp eak in g  o f  it. I  h av e  search ed  c a r e ­
fully through th o  jo u rn a ls  o f  th o  U n ite d  S ta te s , I  have 
searched e a rn e stly  a n d  faith fu lly  th ro u g h  all se cts  and  
classes, and h av e  foun d th a t  vice a n d  sen su ality  ru n s  
riot in every  d e p a rtm e n t o f  life. I  have n o th in g  to  say  
against th ose w ho say  th a t  th e  social evils c a n  bo erad i­
cated bv tho ab ro g atio n  o f  th e  m a rria g e  tie ; b u t w h at I  
have asked o f  th em , w h a t I  h av e  pleaded for and th a t  for  
which I  p ro tested  a g a in s t th e m  to  high H eav en , is  th a t  
they shall n o t affirm  th a t  S p iritu alism  and th e ir  d o ctrin e  
are one and th e  sa m e  th in g  [A p p la u se .] I  m u st, a l­
though it g riev es  m e  to  do so , g ive y o u  m y reaso n s why 
I  inSst on th is  lin e  o f  d em arca tio n . I  k n ow  th e  w rongs  
that exist in th e  m a rria g e  re la tio n , and I  w ould be th e  
last to say th a t  th o se  w ho live in h a tre d  th o  one with 
the other should b e  com pelled  b y th e  fo rce  o f  a u th o rity , 
public opinion o r  law , to  co n tin u e  to  live in th is  con d i­
tion ; but m y view s o f  re fo rm  a r e  to ta lly  a t  v arian ce  w ith  
those o f  th e  social re fo rm e rs , so -called . I  w ould begin  
a t  the o th er e n d  o f  th e  m a rria g e  tie . I  w ould m ak e  
marriages b e tte r . I  w ould h av e  o u r  y o u n g  m en  and  
young w om en e d u c a te d  to  u n d e rsta n d  th e  deep resp o n ­
sibility o f  th e  p o sitio n  th e y  a ssu m es  I  w ould have th em  
understand w h at a  h igh  office i t  is  to give b irth  to  a  new

Eieration, a  n e w  c re a t io n . T h e y  sh ou ld  rem em b er th a t  
ir child w h ich  is  la u n ch e d  o n  th e  g r e a t  o cean  o f  life 

is a spirit t h a t  m u s t liv e  fo re v e r, an d  th a t  i ts  w eal o r  
]yoe th rou gh  co u n tle ss  ag e s  is  im p rin ted  on  i t s  b ro w  b y  
its p arent’s ac tio n s . I  w ould  th u s  m ak e m arriag e  m ore  

V v  m ore "u uctifiod, a  d e e p e r an d  m o re  solem n resp o n ­
sibility. F o r  th e  sa k e  o f  s o c ie ty , th e  S ta te  and th e  
country I  w ould  a sk  th a t  o u r  ow n b elief should b e  m ade  
he foundation o f  a  h o lie r  ed u catio n  f o r  th is  tie , a n d  if  

f [ ° n g  and u n h ap p y m a rria g e s  a r e  m ade th e n  l e t  th e  law  
intervene, and l e t  th e r e  b e  th e  sam e dissolution  o f  th e  
nontract as  w ould  b e  ob served  b etw een  tw o m erch an ts .

cannot co n se n t t o  h a v e  m y  h o ly  relig ion  identified  
p h th is  w ild a n d  in sa n e  a tte m p t a t  re fo rm  w hich I  
nonmder to  be th e  d a rk e s t b lo t th a t  h as ev er r e s te d  upon  

6 hem isphere o f  so cia l life. I  c a n n o t ;  I  will n o t.’
In  closing M r s . B r i t te n  bid h e r  frien d s farew ell, p e r­

ii Ps for b u t a  seaso n , p erh ap s fo re v e r. S h e  sp ok e o f  
o grand faith  to  w h ich  th e  M u sic -H a ll p la tfo rm  w as 

o m ated by T h e o d o re  P a r k e r , w ho fou n d ed  th e  n o b lest 
meoiogy in th e  w o rld . I t  h ad  b een  th e  l o t  o f  th e  S p irit-  
lo n W  8u cceed  h im , a n d  sh e  t r u s te d  th a t  th e y  w ould  

s  . i t  an d  re sc u e  th e i r  fa ith  from  th e  d ark n ess and  
i  i°r  lnt °  w h ich  i t  h ad  fa lle n ,’ a n d  m ak e  i t  a s  p u re  a n d  
" ° iy  as  his.

BRIEF INSTRUCTIONS TO PERSONS DESIRING TO 
INVESTIGATE SPIRITUALISM.

It  is, in the first place, an essential to the harmony of the intended 
circle that the apartment in which they purjKise meeting should 
be of a comfortable temperature, aud not too warm, for anything 
which tends to discompose the physical organization, militates 
against that harmony and passivity of mind which íb essential for 
fluent and orderly communications. It is possible, in some in­
stances, for persons to investigate successfully aUm- ; but it is 
rare that all the qualifications necessary are to be met with in one 
individual. It is better entered upon by an association of six or 
more individuals, witii as great a diversity of temperament as 
possible. If able to get together the requisite number, it is better 
to form a circle in this wise, viz.: let the company sit down around 
a moderately sized loo table, or light square one, with the dark 
and fair, or positive and negative temperaments alternate ; sit in 
an easy position, with the palms of the hands on the table, and 
the right hand touching the neighbours left, so as to make a com­
plete chain (have at hand a planchette and some large white 
paper.) The first indication of an Influence is a slight vibration 
or wavy sensation under the hand, although the table may not 
perceptively move ; if this is distinctly felt, a movement of the 
table is sure to follow. The most common movement is the eleva­
tion of one side of the table, but a rotary or lateral movement 
will often occur. Should a distinct movement occur, one'of the 
circle should ask the invisible influence to move the table towards 
the person whom they can test influence as a medium ; when this 
is accomplished, all questions should be put by the person 60 se­
lected, who acts as chairman of the meeting. The ordinary and, 
perhaps, most appropriate questions to begin with are “ Is there 
a spirit present, if so will it move the table a certain number of 
times?” This boing answered satisfactorily, make an arrange- 
ment^witb the unseen influence, that three movements shall sig­
nify an affirmative ; one, a negative ; and two, doubtful. If the 
questions are answered fluently, suggest the use of the alphabet. 
The medium slowly repeating the letters, the table being raised at 
the right one, until a word is spelt out. In this way, where the 
control of the table is good, messages of a considerable length may 
bo received. Do not ask questions on purely material subjects, 
nor presume that spirits know everything, or you will meet with 
disappointments. If, after half an hour's sitting, you should not 
succeed in obtaining a movement, bring forward the planchette, 
lay a sheet of paper on the table, and place the planchette upon it 
between two of tho sitters, the apex (containing the pencil) from 
them. The person to the left of it should place the right hand, 
and the one to the right, the left hand upon i t ; at first the arm 
may rest upon the table, but after a little while raise it, and let 
the pressure on the planchette be as light as possible. If a move­
ment is obtained, it only requires application to lead to the recep­
tion of intelligible writing, which may come on the first occasion 
or take several sittings to develop. Should the first two not suc­
ceed, let two others try, try also different combinations, until you 
have exhausted the material of your circle, this will seldom-hap­
pen ; but, if it should do so, it will be necessary to add to its 
numbers. To ensure success and progress, the circle should meet 
regularly, and when the best arrangement of the individuals com­
posing it has been ascertained, they should be careful to occupy 
the same positions at the table on every occasion. If strangers 
arc allowed to join the circle after it has commenced the reception 
of communications, it has a disturbing effect, nnd is likely to lead 
to unsatisfactory results.

Most persons have some mediumistic power, and it rarely hap'- 
pens that where there are three or four persons in a family, they 
cannot get the planchette to operate, oven without forming a cir­
cle. but the evidences so obtained are not always so satisfactory 
as those obtained by systematic application. If the investigation 
is earnestly pursued, higher forms of mediumship grow out of it, 
in accordance with the developing capacity of the individuals 
composing it. w  H T

S P E A K I N G  I N  T H E  T R A N C E  A T  S A N D H U R S T

L a st  evening a t  th e  house o f  M r . and M r s . F le tc h e r ,  
W illia m so n -s tre e t, a  p a rty  o f  ladies and gen tlem en  a s ­
sem bled to  th e  n u m b er o f  som e tw e n ty -fo u r, to  h e a r  
add resses from  sp irits  th ro n g h  th e  m edium ship o f  M iss  
Phillips, a  y o u n g  lad y  o f  good ed u catio n  a n d  p leasin g  
m anners, an d  w hoso m edium ship is  a p p a re n tly  o f  a  high  
ord er. M iss  P .  w as co n tro lled  by a  Bpirit nam ed  H a ll, 
on e o f  th e  b an d o f  sp irit-lec tu rers  w ho sp eak  th ro u g h  
h e r . T h e  ad d ress lasted  ab o u t an  h o u r, and w as m o st  
in stru ctiv e  a n d  e lo q u en t, th o  au d ien ce re g re ttin g  th e  
ab sen ce  of a  sh o rth an d  re p o rte r  to  have tak en  i t  v erb a­
tim . T he a d d ress  w as m ain ly  on th e  t r u t h  o f  S p iritu alism ; 
i ts  pow er t o  e d u ca te  an d  p rep aro  th e  m ind s ot th e  m asses  
fo r  its  recep tio n  ; its  b en ificent in fluences fo r  th e  h ap p i­
n ess o f  th e  h u m b lest o f  G od’s c re a tu re s , an d  th p  d esire  
th e  spirits had to  see  th o se  o f  th e ir  d e a r  b re th re n  w ho  
w ere  still in  th e  flesh freed  from  th e  p e t ty  se cta ria n ism  
en g en d ered  b y  iro n -b o u n d  creed s, w h ich  re p re se n te d  
G o d  and th e  sp irit-w orld  in a  false lig h t , a n d  te n d e d  to  
prod u ce th e  infidelity an d  m aterialism , w hich w ere  
spreadin g so ra p id ly  o f  la te  y e a rs  every w h ere . S p irit-
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u alism  sto o d  fo rth  to  eu ro  th is  c a n c e r  w h ich  w a s  e a tin g  
a w a y  th e  v ita ls  o f  w h at m igh t be te rm ed  tr u e  C h ristian ­
ity — th e  divine d o ctrin es  o f  life and e te rn a l felicity  
w h ich  p ro ceed ed  from  th e  so u rce  o f all good. H e r e  in 
A u s tra lia  th e y  w ere  all rem oved fa r  aw ay from  even ts  
fu ll o f  p o rte n t to  th e  in h ab itan ts o f  som e o th e r co u n tries , 
a n d  th e  in h ab itan ts o f  th is  c ity  o f  S an d h u rst w ere p e cu ­
lia rly  w ell adap ted  to  receiv e  th e  beau tiful philosophy  
o f  S p iritu alism  and to  sp read  its  d o ctrin es  every w h ere . 
A n d  i t  w as th e ir  d u ty  to  speak o f  i t  and to  p reach  it  
w h en ev er and w h erever th e y  had th e  o p p o rtu n ity . Som o  
th e r e  w ere  a m o n g st th em  who, from  a  w an t o f  m oral 
c o u ra g e , hid th e  p reciou s getn w ithin th e ir  ow n b reasts  
a n d  d ran k  th e  cu p  o f  h ap p in ess them selves : b u t th is  
w as selfish, and should n o t be continu ed. T h e  spirits  
w ished to  see th e  tru th  spok en freely to  all, and it  would  
th u s  re a ch  ev ery  p art. I t  might, lie naked, w hen G od  
p e rm itte d  his b rig h t sp irits  to  v isit th em , w hy did H o  
n o t p re v e n t th e  unhappy ones from  c o m in g ?  P recise ly  
f o r  th e  sam e reason he p erm itted  th e  good ones to  com e. 
T h e  u n hap py ones w ere  his ch ild ren  a s  m u ch  as  th e  
g r e a te s t  s a in t th a t  had e v e r  lived, and by th e  law s o f  
affinity which w ere  etern aliy  in op eration , all w ere  a l­
low ed to  com o to  w ork o u t th e ir  ow n salvation , som o as  
m in isterin g  an g els, o th ers  to  aid in good w ork s, o r  th a t,  
b y  re p e n ta n ce  and am endm ent, th e ir  prison d o o rs  m ight 
be th ro w n  open and th e ir  freed  sp irits  m oun t up w ards  
to  th o se  h ig h er sp h eres o f ligh t, and life, and g lo ry , from  
w h ich  th e y  n e v e r  a fterw ard s could fall. T h e  sp irit- 
le c tu re r  th en  den ou nced in no m easu red  term s th e  notion  
o f  an  endless hell. T h e re  w as un doubtedly “ p u n ish m en t,"  
b u t i t  w as n o t a vindictive on e, and w as n o t inflicted by 
th e  C re a to r  but th e  c re a tu r e  h im self who, by an  u n err­
in g  law  o f  his being, w as th u s m ade to  suffer, as  i t  w ore, 
to  bo th e  ad m in istra to r  o f  his ow n pu nish m en t. T he  
le c tu re r  conclu ded a n  able ad d ress  by e x p ressin g  th e  
p leasu re  he fe lt a t  m eetin g  so m an y o f  th em  on  th at  
o ccasio n , and w ished th em  all “ go od -n ig h t.”

T he m edium  w as th en  co n tro lled  by a  sp ir it nam ed  
G o rd on , a  p o et, and for th e  sp ace  o f  tw e n ty  m inu tes  
th e r e  flowed from  h er lips w ith rem ark ab lo  fluency a  
s tre a m  o f  beautiful p o etry  a f te r  th e  stylo o f  E d g e r  Poe. 
T h e  co n tro l was ab ru p tly  in terfered  w ith b y th e  ap p ro ach  
o f  tw o sp irits , who also co n tro lled  an o th er m edium  p re ­
se n t, and asked fo r  th e  p ra y e rs  o f  all p re se n t in th e ir  
b eh alf  w hich w ore freely  acco rd ed  to  th em . A f te r  sin g­
in g  th e  evening hym n and p ra y e r , th e  c irc le — a  m ost 
im pressive o n e— term in ated .

^nsictrs to (Question;).
The grow ing desire  fu r  in form ation  on a l l  subjects connected  

w ith  Spiritualism  a n d  F ree  Jlc lig iou s thought, has induced us to 
reserve a  p o rt ion  o f  ou r  space  f o r  th e  p u b licat ion o f  answ ers to 
questions, p r a c t ic a l a n d  S p ir itu a l. We th ere fo re  in c it e  th e  public  
to  send ns questions on an y  subject o f  g en era l im port, the most 
im p ortan t o f  w hich w ill be subm itted to  th e  controlling sp ir it  o f 
an  advan ced  lo ca l c irc le , a n d  pu b lish ed  w ith  th e  answ er as space  
adm its, those questions o f  m inor im portance w hich w e f e e l  ourselves 
com petent to  answ er w ill be answ ered  by the lu h tor . We wish it 
to  be d istin ctly  understood that no p erson al questions m ill receive 
attention .

Q u e s t i o n . — P re su m in g  th a t  ce rta in  sp irits  h av e  been  
living a n d  a ccu m u la tin g  know ledge in th e  sph eres for  
th o u san d s  o f  y e a rs , why m u st e v e ry  sp ir it n ecessarily  
in v e stig a te  fo r  himself— w hy should th e se  m o re  learned  
sp irits  n o t  co m m u n ica te  th is  know ledge to  th e  you n ger  
on es ?

A n s w e r . — B e ca u s e  ¿h e  y o u n g er on es w ould be very  
l i t t le  ben efited th ereb y . E d u ca tin g  a  m an  does n o t  
c o n s titu te  him  a  wise o r  a  go o d  m an. L e t  him  be e v er  
so  m u ch  e d u ca te d  o n  e a r th , o f  w h at u se  is i t  to  him in  
th a t  m om en t w hen he s tan d s  alo n e  up on  his m o ral and  
sp iritu a l -v alu e  ? C u ltu re  o f  th e  m ind is  valu ab le i t  is 
t r u e ,  to  g iv e  ex p re ssio n  to  e ith e r  g o o d  o r  e v il; b u t  ho is 
th e  w isest m an  who gain s  his kn ow ledge fro m  observa­
tio n . I t  to o  o fte n  hap pen s th a t  a cq u ire d  know ledge is 
th e  g r e a te s t  h in d ran ce  to  th e  t r u e  d ev elop m en t o f  th e  
in dividu al. A ll  th e  kn ow ledge y o u  p o ssess is  b u t th e  
a lp h a b e t th a t  p rep ares  th e  m ind o r  sp ir it f o r  som ething  
t h a t  w ill be re v ealed  h e re a f te r— a  rev ela tio n  th a t  w ill 
uhow  y o u  how  u tte r ly  useless is  a ll y o u r  learn in g  when

con sid ered  in  th e  lig h t o f  sp iritu al d evelop m en t. There  
is  a  v e ry  g r e a t  d ifferen ce b e tw een  th e  developm ent of 
th e  in te lle ctu a l facu lties  a n d  th e  G o d -p rin cip le— other­
wise go od -p rin cip le— th e  p ossession  o f  w hich m akes a  
m an  tr u ly  valuable in  th e  w orld . I t  is  h e re  so many 
m istak es o cc u r . A n  u n ed u cated  m an  m ay have a  simple 
w ay o f  ex p re ssin g  his th o u g h ts  ; y e t  h is  th o u g h ts  m ay 
re a ch  f a r  and w ide— m ay tr a v e r s e  th e  fields o f  nature  
an d  re a d  th e  books th e re  op en ed , w hile th e  learned  
search  w h ere  th e re  is  n o th in g  to  see.

Q u e s t i o n .— I f  i t  i s  n o t  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  is  in c r e a s e d  
a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d s ,  in  w h a t  d o e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n ­
s i s t  ?

A n s w e r . — I t  co n sists , n o t  on ly  in  th e  cu ltivation  and  
g ro w th  o f  th e  in te lle ctu a l facu lties— th a t  is only a  part 
— b u t o f  th e  h u m an  as  a  w hole. W h a t  is th e  knowledge 
y o u  speak o f ?  I t  p a rta k e s  o f  e a r th — little  above it—  
and on ly  th a t  li ttle  w hich is ab o ve i t  is calcu lated  to 
develop th e  sp ir itu a l p ercep tio n s : i t  is  th e  m in o r por­
tio n  th a t  should be th e  m a jo r ; h en ce , khow ledge, as 
com m on ly u n d erstood , th ou g h  go o d  in p a r t , is  a n  injury, 
if  by i t  th e  individual is th ro w n  o u t  o f  m en tal balance. 
A  p rep o n d eran ce  o f  th e  sp ir itu a l is , on  th e  o th e r hand, 
a n  eq u al d raw b ack , for, w ith th e  ex ce ss iv e  developm ent 
o f  th e  relig iou s p rin cip le , co m es a  p ro p o rtio n ate  loss of 
reaso n . H o  w ho m o st eq u ally  develop es th e  harm onious 
m ind on e a r th  h as  th e  a d v an tag e  w h en  he e n te rs  upon 
th o  in n e r  life. T h e  m ind sh ou ld  bo su p p lied  with such  
food a s  will o p cii o u t th o  w h ole o f  th o  in tellectu al ns 
w ell as  th o  sp iritu al p e rce p tio n s . T h e re  a r e  astronom ers, 
fo r  in sta n ce , who a r e  w ise in th e ir  ow u p a r ticu la r  study, 
b u t w hoso m ind s a r e  so  cra m p e d  in  e v e ry  o th e r  th at  
th e y  a r e  s e c ta ria n — b igoted — an d  it  is as  difficult for 
su ch  to  p ro g ress  in  th e  a f te r  life  as  fo r  th o se  who aro  
ch ain ed  to  a n y  sy stem  o f  o rth o d o xy .

T h o  te rm  k n ow led ge w an ts  m o ro  c le a rly  defining. 
T h e  m o ro  kn ow ledge y o u  c a n  acq u ire , from  experien ce, 
th e  b e tte r .

F A I T H .

W e  ta k e  th e  follo w in g e x t r a c t  fro m  o u r  even in g con­
te m p o ra ry , to  show  th o  p revailin g  m eth o d  o f  dealing  
w ith  a  v e ry  difficult su b je ct. T h a t  i t  is  highly dosirablo 
to  find som o o th e r  rem ed y  w ill h ard ly  be disp uted  by  
th o se  w hoso m inds a r e  fre e  e n o u g h  to  form  f o r  them selves  
a  ju d g m e n t b etw een  r ig h t  an d  w ro n g , u n biassed  by the 
p reju d ices  o f  th e  tim e . T h e  su b je ct is o f  g r e a t  and pain­
ful in te re s t a t  p re se n t, a n d  w e b eliev e  th a t  i t  is  am ong  
th o  fre e -th in k e rs  a n d  fearless d o ers  o f  th e  w orld th at  
th e  re a l in te re s t and th e  tru o  rem ed y  a ro  to  b e  found

“ T i i e  W o rsh ip fu l th o  M a y o r  a n d  th o  fo u r J ’s P . who 
p resid ed  a t  th e  C ity  P o lice  C o u r t  th is  m o rn in g  aro  evi­
d e n tly  p o ssessors o f  fa ith  in g r e a te r  q u a n tity  th a n  th at  
w h ich  c a n  bo m easu red  b y  o n e  g ra in  o f  m u stard  seed  
fa ith , o f  co u rso , in  th e  p o w ers o f  th o  b en ch . A  m oun­
ta in  w as to  be rem o v ed  th is  m o rn in g , a n d  th e  ben ch is 
ev id en tly  satisfied  th e  o b stru ctio n  is  n o m o re . A w ret­
ch ed  w om an is  ch arg ed  w ith ch ild -d esertio n . H om eless, 
pen niless, an d  w ith o u t a  frien d  to  tu r n  to , b u rd en ed  with 
a n  in fa n t in a rm s, s h e  is  un ab le to  o b ta in  em ploym ent. 
Sh e leav es h e r  ch ild  w ith  a n o th e r  w o m an , su cceed s in 
g e ttin g  w ork  a t  e ig h t shillin gs a  w eek , a n d  does h er u t­
m o st to  su p p o rt h e r  bab y. H e r  m ean s  a r e  n o t  sufficient. 
S h e  a p p ears  in  c o u r t  as  a  d e s e r te r  o f  h e r  child , and is 
rep rim an d ed  by th e  b en ch . S h e  is  o u t  o f  w ork , and  
ag ain  w ith o u t a  h o n e o f  g e t tin g  a n y , b ecau se  o f  her 
child . T h o  b en ch , h o w ev er, say s  sh e  m u s t su p p o rt it, 
m u st lo ok  a f te r  i t ; a n d  ad v ises h e r  to  b e  carefu l and 
n o t to  in ju re  i t .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s, n o t  to  co m m it m fan- 
ticid e . T h e  w re tch e d  m o th e r  leav es  th e  c o u r t , com fort­
less  a n d  h a rd ly  c la d , w ith  th e  child in h e r  a rm s , m  all

• to  b e  s h o rtly  h e a rd  o f  ag ain , d riv en  to  crim e  
...........................a . T h e  fa ith  o f  th o  benchj y  th e  m is e ry  o f  h e r  s itu a tio n . ___

is s til l  as  g r e a t  as  ev er— b u t th e  m o u n ta in  is  n o t  rem o­
ved , A  d o n ation  t o  th o  h elp less w o m an  fro m  th e  bench  
w ould h av e  en ab led  h e r  to  p ro v id e  e lsew h ere  fo r  h er  
ch ild  t i l l  sh e  co u ld  o b tain  em p lo y m en t, a n d  w ould  have 
sav ed  h e r  th e  m isery  o f  h e r  p re s e n t p o sitio n  an d  u s  th e  
re co rd in g  o f  a n o th e r  m a g is te ria l f a r c e .”
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S P I R I T U A L I S M  I N C A R N A T E .

F r o m  th o  N e w  Y o r k  E r a .

F o s t / r ,  t h e  M e d i u m . S o m e  c u r i o u s  f a c t s  i n  h i s  

C a r e e r . A n  I n d e p e n d e n t  S k e t c i i  o f  a n  I n ­

t e r e s t i n g  S u b j e c t .

Independence, and esp ecia lly  th e  in d ep en d en ce o f  th e  
press, is a  g r e a t  th in g — a  v e ry  g r e a t  th in g  ; so very  
erc-at a th in g  th a t  i t  is v e ry  r a r e . N o w , in dep enden ce  
does not m erely  m e a n  boldn ess o r  a b ility  to  expose  
error or im p o stu re, n o r  does i t  m erely  signify a  readi­
ness to uphold a  tr u th  ; i t  m ean s a  d eterm in ation  in nil 
doubtful cases, w h ere  c e rta in tie s  from  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  
case are o u t o f  th e  q u estio n , to  s ta te  th e  e x a c t  facts  of  
the case, leaving i t  to  o th e rs  to  d ecid e up on its  th eo ry  
or its m erits. L o o k e d  a t  from  th is  p o in t o f  view , th e  
press lias alw ays been u n fa ir  to , and n e v e r  been tru ly  
independent o n , th e  q u e s tio n  o f  “ S p iritu alism .”  T ru e, 
there aro a  few  p a p e rs  w ho en d orse  th is  d o ctrin e , p ro ­
fessed “ o rg a n s"  o f  S p iritu a lis ts  ; t r u e  a lso , th e ro  a re  
many pap ers w h ich  d e lig h t to  exp o se  th o  c la p -tra p  
which has to o  o fte n  d isg ra ce d  so  ca lled  “ Spiritu alism  
but, up to  d ato  th e re  liavo been v e ry  few  p ap ers  indoed, 
which, w ith ou t e ith e r  “  e x p o sin g " o r  “  en d orsin g”  th is  
subject, sim ply g iv e  th o  re a l fa c ts  co n cern in g  i t—  
leaving opinions to  o th e rs  ; y e t  th ese  la s t p ap ers a r e  tho  
only “ in d ep en d en t" o n es, a n d  am on g th ese  is th e  E ra ; 
ami in the p re s e n t a r tic le  i t  is prop osed sim ply to  s ta te  
stime in terestin g  fa c ts  in re g a rd  to  a  cu rio u s m an, 
Foster, th e  M ed iu m , who has c re a te d  qu ite a  s tir  
am mg th e  S p iritu a lis ts , a n d  w ho is  a t  p re se n t in this 
ciiv.

file m an F o s t e r ,  him self, is  th o  m o s t unspiritu al 
looking p erso n ag e im ag in ab le— th e re  is  n o th in g  a t  all 
ascetic o r  ¡e s th e tic  a b o u t him . H o  is  o f  th is w orld, 
worldly, and is fu ll-fo rm ed , fu ll-faced , m u scu lar, h an d­
some ; a go od -look in g  b lo n d e-b ru n ette  o f  th e  o rd e r  th a t  
takes life easily . H o  loves w ine a n d  to b acco , horses  
an l .social .e x c ite m e n ts , a n d  v eh o m en tly  in sists th a t  a  
man's “ sp iritu a l” g if ts  have n o th in g  to  do w ith a  m an's  
"sp i-itu a l"  c h a r a c te r ,  b u t a r e  esse n tia lly  fo rtu ito u s  and  
accidental. P o p e “ lisp ed  in n u m b ers , fo r  th o  n u m b ers  
came and so F o s t e r  b ecam e a  m edium  sim ply  
because, as  he p h rases it , “  th e  sp irits  can to  to  h im "— lie 
did not g o  o u t o f  h is  w ay  o r  ch a n g e  h is hab its to  seek  
them.

lie  is a  Y a n k e e  b y b irth , h av in g  seen  th e  lig h t first 
in Salem, M ass. H e  is a b o u t 3 5  y e a rs  o f  a g e , and has  
been a c la irv o v a n t and a  m ed iu m  sin ce  his te n th  y e a r .  
His “ Sp iritu al g if ts "  a t t r a c te d  som e a tte n tio n  in N ew  
E  «gland, and su b seq u en tly  visitin g L o n d o n , h e  becam e  
cpiiio a  lion D u rin g  th is  p o rtio n  o f  h is  c a re e r  he 
became q u ite  in tim a to  w ith  th o  g r e a t  n o velist and  
romaneisL, liu lw or, a n d  th is  episode in his life is  w o rth y  
of intent ion.

Ho was in tro  lu ced  to  B u lw e r, th e n  S ir  E d w a rd  only, 
in I minion li v tirs i F re d e rick  B a rn e s , an  in tim ate  
h'icud and w i n  a d m ire r  o f  th o  distinguish ed au th or, 
bulwer .a t  t i nt  tim e w as u n d e rta k in g  a  now n ovel, and  
was likewise i i vest ¡g a tin g  “ sp iritu alism ,”  and th u s  
m eeting F  .si, , t s u c h  a  p erio d  his m ind w as still m ore  
strongly diro I to  th is  su b je ct. H e  in vited M r. 
Foster to  call ,d see  him  a t  K n e b w o rth , an in vitation  
ot which M r r  . o r  availed  h im self o n  sev eral occasions, 
Rad for sev r  lays a t  a  tim e . H is  rem in iscen ces  o f  
Bulw er a t  h m ostrai ho m e a r e  d ecid ed ly  in te re stin g  
and throw  on i r ib le  lig h t u p o n  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th a t  
l'l'ince o f  le tte r

'cco rd iu g  i .s te r , B u lw e r  w as a  m an  v e ry  h au g h ty  
a!''l self a sn -r  in th e  co m p an y  o f  h is  equals o r his 
rivals, in ram . li te ra tu re . H e  w as ro se rv e d  with  

Rimorsion, <, i ;  g u a rd  w ith  D isra e li, a n d  r a th e r  
«‘"¡rien d ly  wit 11 RusSell ;  b u t w ith  th o se  w ho did 
lm t com e in io  .p e titio n  w ith  him  in  a n y  sen se he 
"  is very  t-oi.r; an d  affable. T o  F o s t e r  he w as th e  
Junlc o f  pulii. . a p e r f e c t  h o s t ;  a n d  h e  w as beloved  
'.v all th e  s e n  s o f  h is e le g a n t estab lish m en t. H e  

" a s  given to  n ta lity , a n d  w as in  th e  h ab it o f  e n te r-  
'Riniiijj th e  lie i eu  in  th e  k in gd om . So m etim es he 
" ’as visited by ! .. s  o f  r a n k  a n d  p osition  ; b u t  a s  a  ru le ,

ow ing to  his u n fo rtu n ate  dom estic a rra n g e m e n ts , he  
was deprived o f  fem ale society , a  loss w hich he keenly  
felt. H e  w as a  g r e a t  w o rk er, also a  g r e a t  dandy, 
full ot p et affectation s— a  m ixtu re  o f  B e a u  B ru m m el 
and N . P . W illis . H o was n o t a  m an o f s in cere  c o n ­
victions, and devoutly believed in on ly  o n e  th in g —  
him self. J  b

A s for spiritualism  he studied its  p h enom en a, a n d  
never suffered himself o r  o th ers to  rail a t  it . Y e t  he  
w as n o t a  co n v ert to  spiritualism , as  then (o r  now ) 
understood. H o had tra in ed  him self alw ays to  look  
a t  both sides o f  every  question , so th a t w hen o th ers  
a tta ck e d  spiritualism  h o w ould, gu ard ed ly , defen l i t ;  
and w hen oth ers en th u siastically  su p p orted  i t  be w ould  
a tta ck  its abuses— so th a t n e ith er side o f  th e  a rg u m e n t  
could fairly claim  it.

D u rin g  F o s te r ’s v isit to  B u lw e r th e  la t te r  w as  
en g ag ed  in co n stru ctin g  th a t  w an derfu l novel called  “ A  
S tra n g e  s to ry ,”  in which ce rta in  sp iritu al ph enom ena  
a r e  discussed and illu strated  in a  m an n er a s  y e t  u n ­
surpassed  fo r  o rig in ality  and in terest. C e rta in  points  
in th o  h ero  o f th is  novel w ere tak en  from  th e  personeU  
and h istory  o f  F o s te r , and B u lw er often alluded to  th e  
fa c t th a t  F o s te r  was th e  m odel upon w h ich . lie had  
based his M argrav e .

O n several occasions B u lw er, who evidently reg ard ed  
“ A  S tra n g e  S to ry ” as  his g r e a te s t  book, w ould re a d  
passages from  it  to  F o s te r . T h e  tw o , a u th o r  an d  
m edium , w ould s it in tho lib rary  a t  K n eb w o rth , side by  
side, and th e re  a fte r  tho read in g , th o  a u th o r  would 
becom e a  disciple and F o s te r  w ould hold a  seance.

O n on e occasion , B u lw er advised F o s t e r  confid ent­
ially n o t to  call h im self “ a  S p iritu a lis t” so th at ih e  
liaino should n o t excito  popu lar prejudice a g a in st him, 
b u t to  g ive his “ exh ib ition s” m erely  as  “  scien tific  
ph enom ena ; b u t th is advice w as u n p alatab le  to  F o ste r,  
and B u lw er tak in g  som e offence th a t  i t  was n o t ad o p ted  
a  cooln ess aroso betw een th e  tw o  m en.

R em ain in g for som e tim e in L o n d on , and th en  tra v e l­
in g  th ro u gh  E u ro p e , F o s te r  re tu rn e d  to  th is co u n try  
and has now  tem p o rarily  lo ca te d  h im self a t  N o. L9, 
W e s t  T w en ty -seco n d  s tr e e t , en ro u to  fo r  A u stralia .

A nd now  th o  qu estion s n a tu ra lly  a rise , W h a t  d o es  
th is  m an  F o s t e r  do ? A n d  how d o es ho do i t  ?

W ith  re g a rd  to  th e  seco n d  qu estion  w ith referen ce  to  
th e  “ how, ”— th o  m odus o p eran d i, o f th o  phenom ena,—  
n o th in g  c a n  b e  definntely know n. M r  F o s te r  says  
u n h esitatin g ly  th a t  th e y  a ll ta k e  p lace th ro u g h  sp irit  
a g en cy , -of w hich ag en cy  h e  is  a  m e re  in stru m en t, a n d  
th a t  lie does n o t  cau se  th e  ph enom ena an y  m ore th an  
ho cou ld  p re v e n t th em . H o  says can d id ly  th a t  tho  
sp irits  co m e  to  him , a n d  ta k e  p ossession  o f  him , and  
com m u n icate  w ith him, and th a t  a ll ho can  do is to  
su b m it to  th e ir  influences, to  do as  ho is to ld , and to  
te ll o th ers  w h at they  toll him . H e  ce rta in ly  seenis lo be 
sin cere  in w h a t h e  says, and re so rts  lo  n o c la p -tr a p  
w h o e v e r . T h e re  a r e  no tra n ce s , n o dark en ed  room s, 
no sp irit faces, no m usic in th o  a ir , no  feeling of han ds  
a n d  legs, e tc .  N o  ch arlatan ism  o r  tr ic k e ry  o f  an y  
visible  kind. H e  sits  d u rin g  a  sean ce  in a  w ell-ligh ted  
room , besid e a  sm all tab le  w ith  no a p p a ra tu s  upon it, 
and extrem o ly  sim plo ; he holds n o th in g  in his h an d s, 
sm okos a  c ig ar , a n d  con v erses on  th e  o rd in ary  su b jects  
o f  th e  d ay , a t  in terv als . H e  claim s th a t  th e  sp ir its  
app ear to  him , o r  else w hisper in his e a r , and th a t  th e ir  
com m u n ication s to  him  a re  a ll “ e x te r n a l ,"  m ad e from  
w ith o u t, e n tire ly  in dep enden t o f  h is  ow n volition  o r  
m en tality . I t  m ay  be th a t a ll th is  is  n o t  tr u e  ;  i t  m ay  
be th a t  th e ro  is  som e tr ick e ry  in  th e  m a t t e r ; b u t, if s o ,  

"from  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  case  i t  is  so skilfu lly done  
as  to  am ou n t to  a  p o sitiv e  niiracle o f  s k i l l ; a n d  ce rta in ly  
n o  one as  y e t  h as  been able e ith e r  to  ex p o se  th e  
tr ick e ry  o r  to  exp la in  th e  p h enom en a.

W h a t  h e  d o es is  sim ple, y e t  w onderful en o u g h , a n d  
can  b est be illu stra ted  b y  a  lite ra l , p lain , u n varn ish ed  
n a rra tiv e  o f  a  v isit p aid  b y  th e  w rite r  to  th e  room s o f  
M r. F o s te r , 1 9  W e s t  T w e n ty -se co n d  s tr e e t ,  on  th e
aftern oon  o f  M a y  2 8 th ,--------, m  com p an y w ith  on a r t i s t
a n d  a  m e rch a n t o f  th is  c ity , e a ch  o f  w hom  can  su b stan ­
t ia te  th is n a rra tiv e  in  e v e ry  p a rticu la r .

F i r s t ,  M r . F o s t e r  req u ested  u s  t o  w rite  on  a  slip o f  
p a p e r, th e  n am es  o f  som e tw e n ty  o r  th ir ty  people, m e n
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a n d  w om en , h av in g  am o n g  th em  a  ce rta in  nam e o f  “ a  
d e p a rte d  sp ir it ,” w ith w hom  w o sp ecially  w ished to  
“  co m m u n ica te .”  T h is  slip o f  p ap er wo afterw ard s cu t  
in to  se p a ra te  slips, each  co n ta in in g  a  sep ara te  nam e, 
a n d  o f  e a ch  slip w e m ad e a  ball o r  p ellet, and th en  

•/ sh oo k  th em  to g e th e r, so m inglin g th em  th a t  to  save  
o u r  lives w o cou ld  n o t te ll w hich from  which. Y e t  by 
ta k in g  th e se  p e lle ts  o r  balls, o r slips in Ins hand, and  
ap p ly in g  th em  rap id ly  to  his foreh ead , ho w as able to  
fee l a t  o n ce  w hich p e lle t, o r  slip , o r  ball con tain ed  the  
p a r tic u la r  n am e w ith w h ich  w e wished to  -‘ com m uni­
c a t e .” G r a n t th a t  th is  w as a  t r ic k — y e t i t  w as so 
a sto n ish in g ly , clev erly  m anaged , th a t  i t  alon e w ould  
c o n s ti tu te  “ a  whole even ing 's e n te rta in m e n t.” A n d  if  it  
w as a  t r ic k , how  w as i t  done ?

S eco n d , in an sw er to  M r. F o s te r 's  sum m ons th e re  
w e re  a ll s o r ts  o f  rap s , alth ou gh  M r. F o ste r  h im self was 
n o t a t  th e  tim e  n e a r  th e  tab le . T h ere  w as also  w ritin g  
d o n e u n d e r  tlie table, and w ritin g , to o , o f  nam es which  
fro m  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  case , m u st have been  
w h olly  unknow n to  M r . F o s te r , un less indeed he w as in 
th e  possession o f  th e  s e cre ts  o f  all o u r  life, a lm o st from  
o u r  c ra d le , w hich w as im possible, as  wo had never laid 
e y e s  on him u n til th a t  day. G r a n t  th a t  all th is  was 

' tr ic k e r y , to o , w h at is  th e  exp lan atio n  P H o w  w as i t  
•done P

T h ird , n r  M r . F o s t e r ’s re q u e st wo th o u g h t o f  th e  
n am e o f  a  d eceased  lad y  frien d, a  g irl who h ad  been  
d ead  for y e a rs — and l o ! on, o r  r a th e r  u n d er M r. F o s ­
t e r ’s  arm , on th e  su rface , th e re  ap p eared  in pink o r  
blood, th e  le t te rs  o f  th a t  dead o n e 's  n am e. W o  th en  
th o u g h t o f  a  ¡m ale frien d , d eceased , and lo ! his nam e  
ap p eared  on th e  back o f  M r. F o s te r ’s  hand in blood-red  
le t te rs . “  T rick ,”  v o u  say  ag ain — b u t how  w ere  th e  
le t te r s  m ade ?  and how  on e a rth  did th e  nam es h a p p e n  

t o  bo c o r re c t  e a ch  tim e  ? O n e th in g  is ce rta in , th ere  
w as no o p tical delusion  ab o u t th e  m a t t e r ;  fo r  th is  
w ritin g  in b lood -red  le t te r s  w as scon and re a d  b y  th e  
a r t i s t  and th e  m e rch a n t acco m p an yin g  us, as  well as  by 
o u r  eyes.

B u t  th u s  fa r, in all th is  series  o f  ph enom ena, th e re  has 
b e e n  a  m ateria l b a s is ; th e re  h av e  been p ap ers , and  
w ritin g s, a n d  rap p in g s, a n d  blood, e t c . ; i. e . th ings  
m o re  o r  less m a te ria l. W e  now  p ro ceed ed  to  sub ject 
M r . F o s t e r  to  th e  exp erim en tu m  cru cis , to  rem ov e all 
m ateria l b ase o f  o p eratio n s, a n d  to  m ako him  deal with  
m e n ta lity  alone. C astin g  o u r  th o u g h ts  b ack  up on th e  
p a s t, th e  lo n g -fo rg o tte n , o r  a t  le a s t  seldom  th o u g h t o f  
p a s t, wo carefu lly  invoked th e  im ago o f  a  b eau tifu l g irl, 
up on  w hom  w e had w asted an y  am o u n t o f sen tim en t, 
b u t  w ho, a las  1 h ad  b een  sleep in g  in th e  ch u rch y a rd  for 
fifteen  y e a r s . W e  th o u g h t up on h e r, and ask ed  M r. 
F o s t e r  t o  co m m u n icate  w ith  h e r, th o u g h  w ith o u t 
m en tio n in g  a n y  o f  th e se  p a rticu la rs  to  him  o r te llin g  
him  h e r  n am e. H an d in g  u s  a  card  w ith th e  le t te r s  o f  
th e  a lp h a b e t in scrib ed  u p o n  it , h e  req u ested  u s  to  to u ch  
th e  le t te r s  in  a n y  o rd e r  w e ch ose, a ssu rin g  u s  th at  
w h en ev er w e to u ch ed  a n y  o f  th e  variou s le t te r s  which  
com p osed  th is  on ce  d ear, an d  dead one’s n am e, th ere  
w o u ld  b e  a  ra p  h e a rd  on  th e  tab le  ; so th a t, b y  p u ttin g  
d o w n  th e  le t te r s  w h ich  w h en  to u ch ed  w ith  o u r  p en cu  
w e re  follow ed b y  ra p s , in  th e ir  ord er, th e  full nam e o f  
th e  la d y  w o u ld  b e  g iv en . W e  to o k  th e  c a r d  and  
to u c h e d  th e  le t te rs  a t  ran d o m , b u t th e  m o m en t w e  
to u ch e d  th e  f irs t  l e t t e r  o f  h e r  nam e th e re  w as a  d istin ct  
r a p . O u r  frien d , th e  a r tis t , who h im self h ad  nev er  
h e a rd  o f  th e  y o u n g  lad y , n o te d  dow n th e  le t te r .  Tken  
w e  to u ch e d  o th e r  le t te r s  a t  ran d o m , b u t  th e  m o m en t w e  
to u c h e d  th e  seco n d  l e t t e r  o f  h e r  n am e th e r e  w as an o th er  
r a p , t i l l  fin ally  th e  w h ole nam e o f  th e  dead g i r l  ivas 
spelled o u t. N o w  F o s t e r  h ad  n e v e r  h eard  o f  th e  g irl, o f  
c o u r s e ;  th e  a r t i s t  w ho to o k  dow n th e  nam e h ad  nev er  
h e a rd  o f  h e r ;  w e h ad  n o t  ou rselves b re a th e d  a  syllable  
o f  h e r  n a m e ; a n d  y e t  h e re  w as th e  n a m e  'sp elled  o u t  
correctly a n d  b y  r a p s . B u t  m o re  th a n  th is , M r . F o s te r  
a ls o  rapped o u t f o r  u s  th e  le t te rs  o f  th e  n a m e  o f an  
old maiden aunt w ho h ad  b e e n  op p osed  to  o u r  a tte n ­
tions t o  this young lady, and who had h e rse lf  been dead  
f o r  over ten years. More th a n  th is  even , F o s t e r  rapped  
or caused to  "be rapped o u t  f o r  u s  th e  n am es  o f  th ree  
sisters, with whom th e  w r ite r  had  b een  b n  frien d ly  
terms twenty y e a r s  ago, in Philadelphia; he also told us,

“ th ro u g h  s p ir it  a g e n cy ”  h e  said , v a rio u s p articu lars  
ab o u t th ese  sis ters  w hich w as on ly  k n ow n  to  th e ir  im ­
m ed ia te  and h u m b le c irc le , an d  w hich w e  had ourselves 
a lm o st f o r g o t t e n ; h e  a lso  ra p p e d  o u t  th e  nam e o f a  
w ell-know n d ra m a tis t, r e c e n tly  d eceased , a  frien d of  
o u rs , and p u ttin g  h im self in to  co m m u n icatio n  w ith th e  
sp irit o f  o n e  o f  his d ra m a tic  pupils, ra p p e d  o u t  th e  nam e  
and g av e u s  variou s in te re s tin g  fa c ts  in  th e  h isto ry  o f a 
p o p u lar  a c tre ss , likew ise r e c e n tly  d e p a rte d . I n  brief, 
M r. F o s te r  g av e us th e  n am es o f  th e  p a rtie s  w o wore' 
th in k in g  o f, nam es which w o h ad  n e v e r  u tte re d , namos 
u tte r ly  unknow n to  him  ; n am es, th e  m a jo rity  o f  them  
u tte r ly  un kn ow n to  th e  p a rtie s  a cco m p an y in g  u s ; namos 
shroud ed, so w e th o u g h t, in th e  re ce sse s  o f  o u r  m em ory  
e x c lu s iv e ly ; an d  n o t o n ly  did M r . F o s t e r  g iv e  us the  
nam es o f  th ese  d e p a rte d  p e rso n ag es, b u t  ho evidently  
o b tain ed  f r o m  some so u rce, p a r ticu la rs  co n ce rn in g  th em  
w hich enab led  him  to  ta lk  u n d erstan d in g ly  a b o u t them . 
H o w  h e  did it G o d  kn ow s, w e d on’t— b u t all th is he did 
do. I t  m ay  b o all tr ick e ry , a ll p y sch o lo g y , all w kht you  
will, b u t  a t  le a s t i t  w as all done  ; a n d  h e  d o es sim ilar 
th in g s  ev ery  d ay , and ns B u lw e r h im se lf  said  o f  th ose  
p h enom en a, “ no m an know s how  th e y  a re , n o r  denies 
that th e y  a r e .”

T H E  F O S T E R  S E A N C E S .

M r. C h arles  I I .  F o s t e r ,  who h as e x c ite d  so m uch a t­
te n tio n  in L o n d o n  and N ew  Y o r k  b y  re a so n  o f  his 
w onderful pow ers o f  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith  th e  o th er  
w orld , is  a t  th e  P a r k e r  H o u se , w h ere  h e  is  holding 
sean ces . D u rin g  th e  w eek several m e m b e rs  o f  th e  press 
h a v e  visited  him , an d  h e  h as  afford ed  e v e ry  op p ortu n ity  
f o r  a  clo se  in vestig ation . H is  p o w ers seem  principally  
to  b e  d irec ted  to  th e  an sw erin g  o f  w ritte n  qu estion s to  
th e  d eceased . W o  ou rselv es w itn essed  a  m o st re m a rk ­
a b le  exh ib itio n  o f  p o w er on  th e  o ccasio n  o f  o u r  visit. A  
gen tlem an  co n n e cte d  w ith  th e  p re ss  w as notified th a t a  
b ro th e r o f  h is  w as p re se n t. T h e  jo u r n a lis t  w ro te  in 
sh o rth an d  fo r  h is  b ro th e r  to  w rite  his in itia ls  on  M r. 
F o s t e r ’s a rm  if  ho w ore p re se n t, a n d  M r. F o s t e r  im m e­
d ia te ly  a f te r  notified th e  jo u r n a lis t  t h a t  h is  b ro th e r had  
w ritte n  h is  in itials u p o n  h is arm , a n d  tu rn in g  u p  his 
c o a t  sleeve  d isp layed  to  th e  a s to n ish m e n t o f  all th e  in it­
ia ls  in re d  m ark s up on  th e  a rm . O th e r  eq u ally  asto n ­
ish in g  te s ts  w ere  given , an d  th e re  can  b e  n o d o u b t th a t  
M r. F o s t e r  is  cap ab le o f  as to u n d in g  a ll w ith  th e  ph e­
n o m en a  h e  c a n  develop a t  h is  se a n ce s .— B o sto n  J o u r n a l  
o f  C om m erce, J u l y  1 2 th .

T O  S U B S C R I B E R S .

SuBSCRTBF.ns who receive their papers in a  colored  
w ra p p er  will ploaso understand that their subscriptions 
are due, and oblige by forwarding them as soon ns 
possible.

W e  e x t r a c t  th e  fo llo w in g  from  a  le t te r  re ce iv ed  b y  a  
frien d , from  D r . W .  L .  R ich a rd so n  w h o is '  now  in  )  
L o n d o n . “  I  en clo se  y o u  a  p h o to g ra p h  o f  a  S p irit, you  
m a y  d ep end up on  th e  t r u t h  o f  S p ir it  P h o to s , alth ou gh  
I  su p p o se  th e r e  h av e  b e e n  so m e false  o n e s  m an u factu red  
f o r  som e. H y p o c r is y  a n d  d e c e it  a r e  h o w ev er th e  
h o m ag e  paid to  v irtu e  a n d  t r u t h .  T h e  v e ry  f a c t  o f  
th e r e  b ein g  im ita tio n  S p irit p h o to s  shew s th a t  th ere  
m u s t h av e  b een  t r u e  o n es, a l l  h e r e  a r e  p e rfe c tly  satisfied  
o f  th e  f a c t  n ow , a n d  th e  evid en ce  is  accu m u latin g  
daily . I  a tte n d e d  a  s e a n ce  a t  W illia m s ’s  6 1  L am b ’s 
C o n d u it S t r e e t ,  a n d  w e h ad  g o o d  ev id en ce . I  tied  up  
th e  M ed iu m  a n d  th e  C a b in e t; an d  p re s e n tly  saw  Jo h n  
K in g  w alk  o u t o f  th e  C ab in et, he c a r r ie s  h is ow n light. 
H e  h as in v en ted  it , i t  a p p ears  t o  b e  p h o sp h o rescen t, no  
sm oke o r  flam e, b u t is  a p p a re n tly  a  solid  su b sta n ce  like  
a  g la ss  c ry s ta l , h e  is  a  m o st a g re e a b le  s p ir it  and m ost 
ob ligin g , h e  w as d rap ed  w ith  a  T u rb a n  o n  h is head. 
H e  h as  lifted  so m e o n e  u p  a t  a  s e a n ce  a t  M i's 
M a e d o u g a l G r e g o r y ’s . H e  g o t  o n  th e  ta b le , th e n  w e n t  
u p  t o  th e  ceilin g , th e n  d escen d ed  to  th e  floor. H o  
sp ok e to  u s  a ll, he w as acco m p a n ie d  b y  P e t e r  w ho called  
J o h n  K in g V th e  il B o s a .'s J -Y o u  w ill se e  a l l  th is  in  th e  
M ed iu m  o f S  A u g u s t  8 th .,  w h ich  w ill co n ta in  *  
p h o to . •  *  •
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PREDICTION OP A. J .  DAVIS VERIFIED .

Editob B ahneb of LroHT— We have at last a veri­
fication of the prediction made by A. J .  Davis in 1840 
that a ninth planet would eventually be discovered in 
the sola* system. The following is from the Boston 
Journal of Monday, Juno 16th :

“The Smithsonian Institute at Washington received 
at one o’clock on Saturday a telegram from Prof. Wat­
son, of Ann Arbor, Mich., announcing the discovery of 
a new planet in 17 hours, 16 minutes of right ascension 
south, and 21 degrees, 43 minutes of declination, rapid 
motion north, 11th magnitude.”

TPhen Mr. Davis, by a method which professed to 
transcend the limitations of science, assumed the exist­
ence of both an eighth  and a ninth  planet (see Revela­
tions, p. 160), Neptune had not been discovered. Mr. 
Davis's declaration was in manuscript in March, 1846. 
In September following, the plaDet was discovered. It  
is truo that Le Verrier had already predicted the exist­
ence of an eighth  planet, but that prediction did not 
reach this country until the summer following Mr. 
Davis’s declarations. Still, critics insisted that Davis 
might have had access to Le Vender's calculations, and 
so would not admit the validity of his claim.

But no one will assume that the existence of a ninth

?lanet was even suspected by astronomers in 1846.
et by clairvoyance and spiritual insight, Mr. Davis 

anticipated scientific discovery twenty-seven years. Will 
our scientific savans acknowledge this simple fact, and 
credit clairvoyance with at least one well-established 
claim ?

It is well known that a furious attack was made upon 
Mr. Davis through the New York Tribune of August 
15,1847, by Prof. Taylor Lewis, in which he styled the 
“ Revelations ” from “ beginning to end a shameless and 
wicked im p ostu rean d  all concerned in the production 
of the work as “ engaged in a nefarious juggle to obtain 
money by false and impious pretences.” The Professor 
also complained that “ he denies the possibility of pro­
phecy, yet claims to have predicted discoveries in astro­
nomy.”

I  wonder if the Professor cannot be induced to rise 
and explain the coincidence of Davis’s blashemous pre­
diction and the recent discovery of a nin th  planet ? Or, 
failing to do this, will he not exhibit the “ Christian 
graces" sufficient to confess his libelous charge of 
imposture ?

And yet in a still more important matter has Mr. 
Da»is anticipated scientific discovery. He declared, 
twenty-seven years ago, that the outermost planets of 
the Solar System enjoy inherent light several hundred 
degrees greater than what our earth receives from the 
sun. And this description of celestial phenomena has 
been verified through the revelations of the spectroscope 
within the last year.

In No. Three of the Popular Science Monthly Mr. 
Proctor publishes the results of recent investigation. 
The luminosity of Jupiter is so great that his satellites 
appear like dark bodies when they pass across his disc. 
When Mr. Davis dictated the “ Revelations,” the self- 
luminous peculiarity of the large planets was not sus­
pected. I t  is nonsense to regard his description of facts 
as a coincidence without a cause. Yet I  do not suspect 
there is anything transcending the normal expression of 
intelligence in Mr. Davis’s revelations. No claim of 
supernatural intervention is set up, nor is the possession 
of exceptional faculties assumed. Nature and law in­
clude all that has been given to the world through this 
channel. But here is suggested powers and agoncies in 
the mortal and immortal realms which have escaped the 
cognizance of scientists and theologians. Human Nat­
ure is continually breaking out in unexpected places 
and giving us new surprises. Spiritualism embraces a 
factor which so sensibly qualifies the problem of life and 
being, that we must recognize it if  we would avoid 
vitiating our results.

E. WHIPPLE.

"The lecture on “ Woman’s Education,” reported in 
our last, was delivered by Miss Mary Finlason, at the 
Mechanics’ Institute, Castlemaine, on June 29th, 1873.

MEDITJMSHIP.

We extract the following from an article entitled, 
“ Man’s Spiritual and Physical Bodies—their relation to 
each other in health and disease"—which appears in 
the R elig io-P hilosophical Jou rn al, of May 3rd.

“ Man is a spiritual being, Iib b  innate ideas, and is  
capable of receiving ideas from other spiritual beings, 
either in or out of the form ; these are dependent on 
the conditions of the organs, some persons having much 
greater power in both these directious than others, and 
when looking at the spiritual brain, clairvoyautly, wo 
can readily discern different eonditions. T. L. Harris 
said, many years ago, iu looking at the brain of an 
imbeeilo person “ I  see it like a very fine and beautiful 
honeycomb with regular cells, but they seem to be 
e m p ty th e n  turning to an intelligent chiid, he 
remarked, “ I  see the same kind of structure here but i t  
is full and like a honeycomb filled with honey." In all 
these departments, there is a mutual and reciprocal 
action between the spiritual and the physical systems 
and favorable conditions for one are always reflected 
upon the other and the reverse ; but there is no other 
part of the system in which this is so strikingly illus­
trated to the clairvoyant vision as in the brain when it 
is in action, either in forming thoughts or collecting 
ideas from around it in the great reservoir of mentality, 
or from individual spirits who have done this. There is 
a peculiar light which emanates in radiating lines from 
it, and if the thought or idea be one that the seer can 
comprehond, it may bo seen and understood iu that 
light.

The spiritual brain has two modes of communicating, 
one to those upon or above its own plnne of thought, 
which is a silent transmission of ideas ; the other which 
reaches to those below it, is by gestures and language. 
Mind-reading is a well established tact, but it only 
extends to those who are nearly upon the same plane. 
Knowledge is power in every department of life, but in 
none more conspicuously than in the fact of man's two­
fold natures. Almost all the mysterious phenomena of 
life which have hitherto baffled man's investigation, may 
be understood when this subject is comprehended.

The phenomenon of sleep consists in a partial abstrac­
tion of the spiritual from tlie physical. Dreams are the 
result of a more or less perfect recollection of the 
action of the spirit while thus separated from the body; 
of course they are very much modified by the condition 
of the body, but their clearness depends upon mediuin- 
istic development, as we shall see.

Insanity is a common result of the imperfect control 
of the spiritual over the physical brain, and is frequently 
the result of obsession, by which we mean the control 
of ignorant and undeveloped spirits, who cause much 
suffering to mankind, and there are few more impo tant 
lessons for us to learn than that we should do all that 
we can to prevent imperfect and undeveloped spirits 
from^passing out of the form as they invariably react 
upon humanity within it.

Mediumship in all its forms results from tho fact that 
the spirit within gives place to those around it to a 
greater or less extent. For instance the spirit of a 
rapping medium is so far displaced from its control of 
tho body, that the electrical concussions pecubar 10 that 
body can be directed not inly for the production of 
sounds, but that these shall be produced in such an 
orderly manner as to convey intelligence, which is the 
distinguishing characteristic of Modern Spiritualism. 
The same is true of the tipping medium, and of all other 
forms of mediumship in which the couirol increases 
from the lowest form up to a total and absolute 
unconsciousness in which a'spirit having displaced the 
resident for a time, takes complete control of the Uody, 
and gives its own manifestations, modified somewhat, 
however, by the peculiarities of the body used as an 
instrument. _ . . . .

Hie development of mediumship consists in training 
the spiritual powers so that they may separate them- 
selvts temporarily from the physical. There are many 
conditions that favor this : First, a desire on the part of 
the individual, which will promote it directly, by its 
action, and indirectly by leading to the observance of
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the necessary rules. Although such a desire may 
promote the development of mediumship, yet it is not 
necessary since many have been developed without any 
desire on their part, and even against their wishes.

Second. Normal, nealthy conditions, although disease 
has in many instances tended to this separation of the 
spiritual from the physical, which constitutes medium- 
snip, and there are- individuals who only exhibit 
mediumistic powers when they are out of health, yet it 
is a well established fact that the highest and most 
perfect forms of mediumship, are not only consistent 
with, hut result from, the very best conditions of health 
or harmony between the two systems.

Third. A good moral lifo is essential to the highest 
form of mediumship, although there are many mediums 
who arc not on this plane, hut their mediumship is 
imperfect in proportion to their undeveloped conditions, 
though this is no excuse for it.

Wo have said desire promotes the development of 
mediumship by leading persons to observe the rules 
which facilitate this. As each individual has some 
peculiarities in the system, the first rule we present is; 
Be careful; follow closely whatever gives consciousness 
of an increase of spiritual power in any direction, and 
attend regularly to this. It may he sitting alone 
quietly, singing or reading ; it may he the association 
with certain individuals either in circles or otherwise. 
There should ho a constant effort to hold fast that 
which is already attained ; for this purpose regularity of 
habits and especial and conscientious observance of 
your contracts to meet the spirits at particular and 
specified times and places. The associations with 
congenial mediums is often a great advantage, and 
there should be care in following out the directions that 
may be given through these, and when you begin to 
distinguish spiritual impressions from your owu, reason 
with the spirits ns with mortals ; talk to them face to 
face as friends and companions, and if they convince 
you that that which they impress you to do, is right and 
proper, do it without hesitation, always exercising your 
own judgment.

Much folly and fanaticism has been exhibited by 
mediums from a blind observance of crude impressions 
which were not in accordance with their own judgment 
and common sense.

Brother and sister mediums, all over the land, let us 
endeavour to renli/.o that wo are responsible for our own 
acts and resolve that we will only do that which appears 
to us clearly to be right. We present the foregoing 
thoughts for your serious consideration in the hope that 
as you turn them over in the linos of your own experi­
ence, they may he to you, as they have been to us, a 
comfort and strength. The creed which we would give 
to the world, is short and plain, but at the same time wo 
believe it covers the whole ground; it is, “ To be good, 
and to do good.”

SOME EXPERIEN CE AND CONCLUSIONS 
REGARDING SPIRITUALISM.

From the (London) “ Spiritualist.”

BY J .  M. GULLY, M, D.

I  have, in preceding articles, endeavoured to trace 
some of _ the uses to which Spiritualism may he at once 
put by its_ advocates ; and I  have named the conditions 
on which, in my view, it can be made useful. I t  would 
rejoice me much if  circles of Spiritualists could be 
extensively and regularly formed, where the predomi­
nant thought of each member of them, was the subtle 
and sublime communion which they were then courting 
with spirits, whose surrounding light is as the noonday 
sun to the rushlight which illumines our bodily-encased 
Bpirits. As' much of that greater light would thus be 
added to our smaller, as the physical agent through 
which our spirit exhibits itself is able to bear without 
subversion; we should get teachings from the highest 
spheres transmitted through spirits who are neirer to 
earth’s doings because they are sent as missionary love- 
spirits to aid and inspire us in our plodding bodily 
existence; we should become lovingly familiar with the

fringes of the veil of the pure spirit-life, or oven have a 
corner of it lifted up for our eager gaze; but the gazo 
must be eager, the desire for light intense, the curiosity 
upward, the hope heavenward. The night of dogma is 
far spent, and the dawn of facts and holy philosophy is 
spreading over and brightening the world of thought 
and feeling, and giving strength to individual spirit 
exertion in place of the paralysis induced by churchea 
and sects. Physical science, beholding solid substanco 
moved by virtue of certain forces, has deified those 
forces as the sole creator and cause of all that passes in 
the universe. Men of science, like theologians, are 
dogmatic and sectarian ; they hold they have discovered 
all the forces and all the applications of them that can 
possibly exist, just as theologians hold that nothing 
more of God can ever bo known than is already revealed 
in their books and creeds; both alike live in very 
partial light, inasmuch ns they limit the sources of it • 
they will have nothing but what squares with their 
forces and their creeds. We Spiritualists should ho 
thankful that it has been given us to obtain f a c t s  which 
link our minds with tho eternal and the illimitable, 
which point to us tho sources of endless light, and, it 
may he, thousands of forces as yet not dreamed about, 
and tho results of which to those minds must he, if tho 
investigation bo calm and solemn, increasing joy and 
contentment, enlarged knowledge, and still higher and 
higher hope.

With whatever state of the spirit we may investigate 
the facts of ¡Spiritualism, there will always he, to 
different minds, a varying appreciation of the worth ot 
the' different modes of communication with the dis­
embodied. In the experiences which I  have recorded 
the messages were given by alphabet raps, there was 
music, and, on one or two occasions, voices. I  confess 
that these modes, and that by direct spirit-writing, 
command my undoubting belief more tlinn indirect 
writing and trance-speaking; not so much from sus­
picion of m ala f i l e s  as from knowledge, in the caso of 
trance-utterance, that tho spirit of necessity speaks 
through the medium’s brain, which may be more or less 
active in the process, and, in tho indirect writing 
through the medium's hand, which, being connected 
with a brain in actual wakefulness, may be influenced in 
what it writes by what is passing in the nervous centro, 
the medium being, in either case, not intent on deceiving. 
This objection does not apply to raps, of which no one 
present can possibly command the time, place, or force ; 
to music, which is given when not one present can play 
the instrument at all, and sometimes with no instrument 
near ; or to direct writing or voices which are effected 
when the mouths of all present are closed and the hands 
holding each other all around. I t  may bo queried 
whether Allen Kardec wrote the number of volumes 
which he sent forth as tho dictations of predominating 
spirits without a mingling of Allen Kardec in the 
teaching. At all events, ne seems to have had all tho 
“ re-incarnating” spirits to himself, and stood alone to 
hold their theory. So, when a controlling spirit 
denounces vaccination as injurious, it always happens 
that the controlled is of the same way of thinking when 
not entranced. These and several other reasons may 
be advanced for advocating the greatest accuracy in the 
conditions which surround a medium when speaking or 
writing under control, and the greatest caution in 
receiving what is so uttered. The temptation to get 
messages rapidly renders speaking and writing a 
favourite evolution of spirit power; but I  cannot help 
thinking that slower methods with fewer openings for 
error are preferable. Very probably, as the investi­
gation proceeds, we shall learn how to stop up these 
openings, and then our proximity to real spiritual 
teachers will he surer as well as nearer. Meanwhile, I  
hold that the first necessary step towards this con­
summation is to bring together spirits in the flesh intent 
upon the highest aims of Spiritualism, with the 
intellects freed from predjudice, and the moral sensa­
tions pure, fraternal, yearning for knowledge more than 
for marvels. .

Before I  close, let me offer a few words on the 
question of the intervention of “ scientific” men in the 
investigation of Spiritualism, without which, we are

*
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Id the world at large will never accept it. The 
¿»diction to this, is the fact that several millions of 

2® world have accepted it, spit« of tho laughter, con­
tempt. ant* scuriUity of the majority of scientific men,

lm for tho rest, must be hard pressed to put forward 
a Dircks for their objector and expositor. To hear 
them speak, one would imagine they had reached the 
uttermost Thule of causation, when they invented the 
word “ force” to account for all the physical pheno­
mena of creation. I t  seems never to occur to them 
that “ force” may have a cause, or, at least, mav need a 
definition ; they sit down contented that in these five 
letters (for they are nothing more until the word is 
defined in its essence and in its origin) they have the 
spring of all they examine; they take for granted that 
there can be no other causes at work in the universe, 
save that to which they give this name, and they 
contemptuously refuse to enter on the inquiry whether 
such other causes do exist. I  maintain that men 
in this state of mind render themselves ridiculous 
when they assume the airs of a hierophant, dogma­
tise as to the limits of inquiry, and excommunicate 
all who presume to question whether their Deity, 
"force,” accounts for everything which the human 
mind is capable of observing and feeling. As I  before 
said, the parallel between the man of science and the 
dogmatic theologian is complete, when tho former 
places himself in the position he does in the matter of 
Spiritualism and its evidences ; and truly it is somewhat 
too hard upon human nature to have two series of 
dogmatic tyrants aiming to stifle her aspirations for 
more light. And how do they stand as regards the 
irrefragable character of their own facts ? What has 
become of Newton’s emission theory of light? Gone! 
What of Hutton’s fire theory of terrestrial changes ? 
Gono! Until twelve years ago the sun was ninety-six 
millions of miles from us, now it is only ninety. What 
has become of a host of simple substances ? Found to 
be compound. At one time the “ convulsion" doctrine 
regarding geological changes was held, now the slow 
and gradual doctrine is the order of the scientific world. 
And yet at each stage of knowledge he who ventured to 
question was pointed at with the finger of scorn by the 
leading scientists of the day and the received stage. 
“Yes,” reply the scientists, “ but when we inquired 
into the new facts and theories and found them well- 
based, we accepted them.” Precisely what you should 
do, gentlemen, with reference to Spiritualism, and what 
you will find it your necessity to do, unless you choose 
to be left in the cold and in the dark regarding a series 
of phenomena which find no explanation in your 
ultimate cause, force, but which are as well based as 
any fact in any laboratory. Bishop Berkeley says, 
“ So you arrive at tru th , though not at science and be 
assured that there is plenty of truth to be found with­
out your science. At one time there was reckoned to 
be only seven sciences —  grammar, rhetoric, logic, 
arithmetic, music, geometry, and astronomy; refeqftng 
to which Pope says—

“  G o o d  s e n s e ,  w h i c h  o n l y  i s  t h e  g i f t  o f  h e a v e n ,
A n d ,  t h o u g h  n o  s c i e n c e ,  w o r t h  t h e  s e v e n . "

So we Spiritualists will manage to arrive at some 
valuable truth regarding our present and future exist­
ence without your aid, and with the aid of soimd 
external senses, and that other interior sense of which 
the poet ju st quoted speaks, and which you  cannot give 
ns. You say our external senses are in a state of 
hallucination; then must those of some ten millions of 
people be in the same state, an d  exactly on the same 
point—a phenomena which the human race never yet
exhibited.

But granting «kin and acuteness in the processes of 
experimenting on physical nature, there remains im 
absence and a presence in order to render the skill 
trustworthy—the absence of a prejudiced mind and the 
Presence of a candid one. As yet we have seen little or 
none at all o f these conditions of mind in what men, 
having pretensions to scientific distinction, have uttered 
concerning the phenomena of Spiritualism recorded to 
them; “ pooh-pooh” is only another expression for 
prejudice, and the demand for previous conditions, ac­
cording to laws to which they restrict their -belief, is

not the spirit of candour. Thus there is small likelihood 
ot the body scientific ever investigating tho body 
spmtual and its agencies in any manner which would 
bo fair to the inquiry, or advance our knowledge of the 
subject. I f  I  might venture a recommendation to the 
believers in Spiritualism, it would be to cease praving 
tho scientific doctors to come amongst them. Surely in 
ten millions of persons there are those who would 
“ know a hawk from a handsaw” as well as the most 
pretentious scientist—those who can surround a pheno­
menon with such precautions as to render it unassail­
able by trick, and indubitable in its causality? I t  
sounds potential to divide by word of mouth, though not 
by act of proof, the whole race of Spiritualists into the 
rogues and tho fools, the impostors and the gulls ; but 
what if the retort discourteous were made, and the 
gentlemen of science were reminded how they constantly 
go into courts of justice, get compensation and declare 
point blank against each other—nay, are subpoenaed 
and paid beforehand to declare this .way or that ? 
Where is, then, the positivism of science as opposed to 
the humbug of Spiritualism ?—and which of the two 
witnesses is the fool, and which tho rogue ? No; we 
can do without tho men of science, and I  trust the body 
of Spiritualists will como to that conclusion. When 
another ten millions are added to our numbers, they 
will bo glad to join tho party ; it may pay them to do 
so, for the phase of contempt will be past; meantime 
they stand shivering in fear before Grundy, and 
worshipping their new deity—Force.

The funeral of Mr. Coney's son, who received fatal 
injuries while playing at football, took place on Tuesday 
last: he was buried in the Melbourne Cemetery. The 
circumstances attending his death were of a most pain­
ful character. He was in the bloom of vouth, just 
emerging into manhood as it were—the pride of a wid­
owed father, who lost an elder son about a year and a 
half ago in his twentieth year. This one had, like his 
brother, always been a most kind, affectionate, and obe­
dient son, always anticipating his father’s every wish. 
His loss is deeply deplored by his father, sisters, and 
brothers, to whom he was fondly attached. The fatal 
accident has again called attention to the desirability of 
some step being taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
accidents in connection with the game of football, or to 
cause it to be played in a legitimate manner as in Eng­
land, where the extremo of ruffianism is not allowed.

Tho father of the deceased youth belongs to the Free- 
thought school, and was extremely anxious to avoid the 
farce of the rites and ceremonies of the Church, but did 
not know how to do so without offending some individual 
clergyman, a thing he was most anxious to avoid, as he 
grants to everyone what he claims for himself—the right 
of private judgment. But how to avoid the collision he 
did not know, for, as the law stands, if  he had his de­
ceased son buried in the Church of Englaud ground, he 
must have permitted the ceremony and the reading of 
the burial service by an authorized clergyman of that 
church. Fortunately, however, the father procured 
other ground in the non-comformists portion of the 
cemetery, where he was at liberty to have the remains 
of his son committed to its last resting-place in accord­
ance with his own wishes.

Mr. Manns kindly conducted the short, simple, but “ 
much more natural service in. a very impressive manner."
I t  consisted in the reading ot a short poem—“ Into the 
silent land; ah ! who shall lead us thither ?” Ac., and 
delivered a short oration upon the painful bereavement 
which the father and family had sustained in the loss of 
one so young and dutiful; upon the sympathy which 
was felt for the bereaved ; and the moral courage which 
he had that day manifested, and the faith which he had 
shown in the principles which he professed, even in the 
dark hour of bereavement.

We hope that others by his example will be encour­
aged to act out their belief. The service was concluded 
by the, reading of another short poem (while the remains 
were being lowered in the grave,”) “Take, oh death! and 
bear away whatever thou canst call thine own,” Ac.

This; circumstance has again called our attention to
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the great necessity of Spiritualists and others, who see 
the desirability of a more simple form of burial service 
in conformity with their views, taking a decided stand 
upon this point. The time has come when such a step 
should bo taken, and we strongly urge the necessity of 
an organisation to carry it out; we shall then show to 
the world that the Spiritualist and free-thinker can meet 
on one common ground, and that, while Christianity 
teaches that for conscientious difference of opinion the 
last hour of life will be the beginning of never-ending 
misery, wo on the contrary say that, at that solemn 
moment when death exerts his inexorable dominion, and 
the anguish of separating blanches the cheek, when even 
tyranny pauses in its pursuit of vengeance, and the tem­
pest of passion is slilled, wo say that can never bo the 
moment chosen by a God of love in which to commence 
the execution of a purpose which humanity cannot con­
ceive nor contemplate without terror and dismay.

F rom a pamphlet just received we find that a Spirit­
ualistic Association has been formed in Hungary. Con­
siderable progress has been made ; many of the nobility 
are interested in the movement. We shall give a fuller 
account in our next.

SPIRITUALISM  IN  AUSTRALIA.

A n  A d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e r  a t  C a v e n d i s h  R o o m s ,  o n  

S u n d a y  E v e n i n g ,  J u l y  2 7 t h , b y  D r . R i c h a r d s o n , 

o f  M e l b o u r n e .

I  come from that far country where, according to 
Mr. Gathorne Hardy, the result of disestablishing 
religion is that no one speaks without swearing and 
almost every one gets drunk; from that country at 
your antipodes whore every free man has a voice in 
making the laws, which govern him ; where the labour­
ing classes have gained the right to work eight hours, 
to rest eight liours, and to recreato themselves eight 
hours ; from that land where every honest and capable 
man can really sit under his own vine and fig-tree. 
There the Teuton, the Celt and the Anglo-Saxon are 
founding a new republic, and there the great wave of 
Modern Spiritualism is spreading over the length and 
breadth of the land. It  is sapping the foundations of 
ecclesiastical Christianity; it is splitting asunder 
corporations based on self-interest and human 
authority; it is, with you, labouring to solve the

Jiroblem as to what is to constitute the church of the 
uture, what is to be the confession of faith and 

formulated creed. I t  is, amid much ridicule and 
denunciation, proclaiming the rule of love, the brother­
hood of the human race, and the absolute and uncon­
ditional freedom of each immortal soul.

Among all sections of the churches that profess to be 
followers of Him who was at once a free-thinker and a 
communist, dogma is losing hold of men’s minds, and 
superstition and authoritative religion are being 
gradually cast off like old garments. There the people 
resolved, long before you did, that capital punishment 
(barbarous although it  be) should be carried out in 
private before responsible witnesses ; there the ballot 
was an institution for twelve or fifteen years before it 
became law here; there it was resolved that as the 
state, in its capacity of curator, was the common parent 
of Christian, Jew, Chinese, Mohammedan, it should 
have no religion, and that therefore there could be no 
state aid to the sects; there the state education is free, 
compulsory, and secular only; that is to say, it  is not 
the duty of the schoolmaster to teach religion, although 
the sects are at liberty to use the state schools a fter  
school hours for religious instruction. The last sign of 
progress in Australia is the passing the bill legalising 
marriage with a  deceased wife's sister.

I t  is now some ten or twelve years since the subject 
of Modem Spiritualism began to attract attention in 
Melbourne. Before that tune there had been subscri­
bers to the Zoist, and others who were acquainted with 
the fact* and phenomena of vital magnetism. T, myself, 
had long ago recognised the mesmeric phenomena as 
spiritual manifestations, and doubtless others wiih me

were thus prepared for the advent of scientific Spirit­
ualism. It  was not, however, until very recently that 
any attempt was made to associate or organise. In 
October, 1870, eleven persons, one of whom was a lady 
met together in Melbourne to devise somo plan by 
which Spiritualists might interchange experiences and 
ideas. A society was formed, called the “ Melbourne 
Branch of the Victorian Association of Progressive 
Spiritualists.” I  had the honour to bo elected the first 
president, and I  held that office during the first year. 
I am happy to say that the Association continues to 
progress under the able presidency of Mr. John Ross 
and numbered, when I  left, some ISO members. Sunday 
services are. held, when lectures and addresses are 
delivered by members, and at the last meeting I 
attended in April there wore some 250 persons present. 
Connected with this association is the Children's Lyceum, 
which was opened last November with GO young 
persons, and had, as Mr. Terry, the conductor, informed 
me, in April, 120 members. I t  must be evident to all 
that Lyceum organisation is most important, and I 
trust soon to hoar of its promotion in this metropolis. 
With the same objects in view, although apart from 
the association, there is labouring in Melbourne a man 
who has suffered much in the sacred causo of truth. 
We hear a good deal of the liberality of the Anglican 
Church and of its comprehensiveness ; it doubtless may 
be so in England, near the centres of civilization, but it 
is in the Colonies that one may see what may be truly 
termed Episcopal despotism. Its lordly bishops profess 
to be disciples of the lowly Nazarene, who welcomed all 
labourers in the field of humanity by saying, “ Ho who 
is not against mo, is for mo.” The Rev. Mr. Tyerman held 
charge at Kangaroo Flat, near Sandhurst; he officiated 
at a pretty little church, and had a comfortable 
parsonage, where he resided with his family. Spiritual­
ism had made a considerable stir around him, and somo 
of his parishioners had become mediums. He deter­
mined, before denouncing the subject of which he knew 
nothing, before ho cut oft’ from church membership 
these persons, that he would himself examino its claims 
to truth, investigate the “ delusion,'' and expose what 
he considered its falsity. He had just concluded a 
course of sermons on infidelity and scepticism, when 
this new heterodoxy was thus forced on his notice. Ho 
very soon discovered that he was himself a powerful 
motive medium. His investigations were not concealed, 
for as lie had entered publicly on the subject for the 
purpose of refuting the supposed deception, he made no 
secret of his doings. Some of his parishioners, however, 
who did not desire moro light, put themselves in 
communication with the heads of the church, and Mr. 
Tyerman received a visit one morning from the vener­
able Archdeacon Crawford of Castlemaine. He 
demanded at once if Mr. Tyerman believed in Spiritual­
ism. The humble investigator, who had come to curse 
but who had remained to bless, who was fulfilling the 
scriptural injunction of proving all things, neither 
hesitated nor prevaricated, but boldly replied that if the 
questioner meant by Spiritualism the power of the 
departed to communicate with mortals, he undoubtedly 
d id  believe it. Then said the archdeacon, “ I  hereby 
suspend you from all your duties as a minister.” Mr. 
Tyerman was allowed one month to vacate his house, 
and he was then turned out in the world with his family 
of six children. The Spiritualists, to their honour bo 
it  said, forwith subscribed the sum of £310, which 
enabled Mr. Tyerman to pay off his outstanding 
liabilities, and to remove to Melbourne.

He is now doing good service to the cause. He holds 
Sunday evening meetings, and addressed, when I  was 
last present, between four and five hundred persons. 
The service is aided by an excellent choir of some 
twelve or fifteen volunteers, and they have a professional 
gentleman as their able conductor. Aiding tUe cause of 
free thought, and thus of rational religion and Spiritual­
ism, we have besides the services ju st named a free 
discussion society. Here every Sunday evening all 
subjects of social or religious interest can be discussed,
provide  ̂the disputants conform to certain rules which
are earned out by a chairman. Invitations were lately 
sent to all the leading ministers in the city of Melbourne
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to come and defend or discuss tlieir beliefk Two only 
responded to show reason for the faith that was in them. 
At the Unitarian Chapel in Melbourne the entire 
Sunday services are conducted, and have been now for 
nearly" twelve months, by a lady, Miss Turner. Her 
¿addresses aro of a very high order—very rational, 
logical, and often profound.

At Sandhurst, a mining town of some 30,000 inhabi­
tants, friend Denovan, a true Spiritualist, has elicited at 
a circle of his own formation, and with mediums of his 
own developing, every evidenco that is needful to 
convince. Last November I  was present at a grove 
meeting where ho conducted service and delivered an 
address, at which hundreds of persons were present. 
At Cnstlomaine, a town of 25,000 persons, Mr. Leech, a 
barrister, has for some years been holding Universalist 
Sunday services, and is now a pronounced Spiritualist. 
But before these or any other lecturers had brought 
Spiritualism before the public, Benjamin Nayler had 
taken the iiold. He not only lectured but started a 
monthly paper called the Gloworm. He is now occupied 
in lecturing at Stawell, where there was an association 
of Spiritualists, who had built themselves a hall. 
Shortly before I  left, our dear friend and brother 
James M. Peebles addressed audiences of 3,000 persons 
in one of our Melbourne theatres for four successive 
Sunday evenings. His lectures were reported at length 
by the A rgus and A ge newspapers, apparently the only 
independent ones in Melbourne. Students of spiritual 
literaturo aro scattered over Victoria, and our own peri­
odical, the H arbin g er o f  L ig h t, is entirely devoted to the 
cause; of course, like any of the other forty-six spirit­
ualistic journals, it is not a monetary success, but, from 
the solidity of its articles aud tho rational unsectarian 
tone it adopts, it is doing a mighty work, and, as 
its name implies, is ushering in the dawn of a 
brighter day. In Melbourne, Castlomaine, Sandhurst, 
Hobart Town, and other places, private seances are held 
frequently. W e have some good mediums. My dear 
friend, Miss Armstrong, niece of the present Archbishop 
of Dublin, is one o f the best.

The speaker alluded to the widespread belief in tho 
religious world that the second advent or some spiritual 
crisis was near, and remarked: “ We do not look for 
any personal coming of tho Lord in the clouds to 
assume any physical sovereignty ; we do not anticipate 
any material rule for a thousand years ; but we do 
know that the Lord is coming, that the Christ principle 
is filling men’s hearts, that his angels are descending, 
that the night of the world is past, that the first rays of 
the dawn is streaming through the departing gloom, and 
that the world is awakening to a glorious destiny.

“ Let us, then, so imitate Christ, that, whether in 
Australia, or in England, or in America, we may 
exemplify the practical beauty of our belief in the living 
pure and temperate lives, in the abnegation of self, in 
the respecting the laws of our countries, and by living. 
as nearly as we can in harmony with divine natural law f  
thus shall we best worship in all our actions every 
moment of our lives the great Spirit, thus shall wo 
ensure our own happiness.”

[We regret that our space prevents us from giving 
more than an outline of the Doctor’s excellent discourse, 
which was listened to with profound attention.]— 
M ed iu m  a n d  D a y b r e a k .

U N D E R  R O Y A L

A . t i v e r t I ü e m e i i t B .

M R S . L A N G ’S  N E W  P A T E N T  E C O N O M IC A L

DOMESTIC WASH1WG TABLE.
This simple invention has been used for Twelve Months 
m the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, and it now 
takes its place as the CHEAPEST, BEST, and MOST 
-----USEFUL of A LL WASHING MACHINES. -
P B IO E  O N L Y  8 7 s . 6 d . E A C H  I N  M E L B O U R N E . 

K  two Trestle« are required 7«. 6<L extra. ,

* * ‘■4 B o o k  o f  I n s t r u c t io n s  i s  d e l iv e r e d  a lo n g  m t h  e a c h  
W a s h in g  T a b le .

THOMAS LANG & CO., 52 Elizabeth St-, Melbourne.

P A T R O N A G E .

MAYALL & SONS’
NEW PHO TO G RAPHIC  P O R T R A IT  S T U D IO ,

H 1 8 T H B S  l E C A D g .
M e s s r s .  M A Y A L L  b e g  l e a v e  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  O p e n i n g  o f  t h e i r  
N e w  b r a n c h  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  t h e  E A S T E R N  A R C A D E ,  b u i l t  
e x p r e s s l y ,  f r o m  t h e i i  d e s i g n s ,  b y  M e s s r s .  C r a w f o r d  a m i  P a c k h a m ,  
a n d ,  b e y o n d  d o u b t ,  t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e m i s p h e r e .  T h e  
m a g n i f i c e n t  s t u d i o  i s  u n u s u a l l y  l o f t y  a n d  s p a c i o u s ,  b e i n g  4 4  f e e t  
i n  l e n g t h  ; f a c i n g  n e a r l y  s o u t h ,  t h e  s u n ’ s  r a y s  a r e  e x c l u d e d ,  w h i c h  
k e e p s  t h e  p l a c e  c o o l ,  a  g r e a t  d e s i d e r a t u m  i n  t h e s e  w a r m  l a t i t u d e s ,  
a n d  o n e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  T h e  R e c e p ­
t i o n  R o o m ,  o r  P i c t u r e  G a l l e r y ,  i s  l i g h t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m  a  s k y ­
l i g h t ,  a d m i t t e d  t o  b e  b e s t  f o r  s h o w i n g  p i c t u r e s .  M e s s r s .  C r a w ­
f o r d  a n d  P a c k h a m ,  w i t h  g r e a t  l i b e r a l i t y ,  h a v i n g  a d o p t e s !  M e s s r s .  
M a y a l l ' s  p l a n s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  a n d  
m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  S t u d i o s  e v e r  b u i l t .  T h e  P u b l i c  a r c  m o s t  r e s p e c t ­
f u l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e i r  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f . S p e c i m e n s  a t  
e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

MAYALL & SONS, Photographers,
224 & 226 Regent Street, London; 90  & 91 King’i 

Road, Brighton;
E A S T E R N  A R C A D E ,

MELBOURNE.
AND

W  . H .  T  E  IR, E ,  ~Y~
Has on SALE

ALL THE BEST WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM 
AND THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY;

Also, tho following MAGAZINES and NEWS­
PAPERS

“ Banner of Light," (weekly). Gd., 25s. per annum, 
Ship copies, 4d., 15s. per annum.

“ Medium and Daybreak,” (weekly). 3d., 10s. per an­
num. Ship copies, half-price.

“ Spiritual Magazine," (monthly). 10d., 9s. per annum. 
“ Human Nature," (monthly). 10d., 9s. „
“London Spiritualist" (fortnightly). 6d., 12s. „
“ Religio-Philosophical Journal,” (weekly). 6d., 25s. 

per annum.
Country P ostage E x tra .

W. H. TERRY, Spiritual and Reform Book Depot, 
96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

C a t a l o g u e s  F r e e  o n  A p p l i c a t i o n .

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE 
SPIRITUALISTS-

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES at the Masonic 
Hall, Lonsdale Street, (opposite the Hospital.) 

7 p.m.
The Progressive Lyceum meets, as above at 11 a.m. 

enquirers and friends of the movement are invited to 
attend. S e a t s  F r e e .

J UST RECEIVED, ex “ Jerusalem,” Scott’s “ Life of 
Jesus,” 3/6. T. Paines “ PoliticaT Works,” 7/6, 

A  shburners “ Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and 
Spiritualism,,’ 12/6, “ Christian Theology," 6/, “ Jewish 
Literature and Modern Kducation," 3/, ‘‘ Reign of 
Law,” 3/- “ The Bible, is it the Word of God,” by 
J .  L. Strange, 11/6. W. H. TERRY, 96 RusseU 
Street, Melbourne.

IE1. T .  W I M B L E ,  
P R I N T I N G  I N K  M A N U F A C T U R E R , 

Bronze and Lithographic Color Importer,
L i t t l e  C o llin s  S t r e e t  E a s t .

Pr ic e  L is t  forwarded f r e e  oh application .

‘‘ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE TICTORIAN EXPONENT OP SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6 

Neighbouring Colonies And Great Britain, 6/- 
Subscriptions date from September to August.
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JO H N S T O N E  O’S H A N N E S S Y  & CO., 
B Y  A P P O IN T M E N T  T O  H .R .H .  T H E  D U K E  OF E D IN B U R G H ,

N E X T  F O S T  O F F I C E ,

A R T I S T  P H O T O G R A P H E R ^  
A N D  T O  H IS  E X C E L L E N C Y  T H E  G O V ER N O R ,

Country Agents
Castlem aine— H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—Mr. J .  Williams, 228 High Street, 
Staiceli—
T aradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Sydney—Mr. J .  Ferguson, Bookseller, &c.,426 George 

Street.
Agents wanted f o r  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the Colony.

___________A D V E R T I 9 E M B N ' T B __________

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyant for Diagnosing Disease

F e e  1 0 s .

T H E  C O T T A G E ,
8 0  R u B s e l l  S t r e e t .

s ei w  I  3xr «3- m : a  o  b : h v t b s .

REDUCED PRICES.

SS  I  N  G  E  E ,
N EW  N O ISE L E SS

LOCK-STITCH SEW IHG MACHINE
The B es t  in  the W orld,

At

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R IC E S .

S T A N F O R D  & C O. ,

CORNER O F BOTJRKE & RUSSELL STREETS,
M ELBO U RN E.

P H Q T O - A R. T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A IN D CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(E stablished 1854),
Execute commissions in all styles o f Portraiture— Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

4 1  C O L L I N  S _____B T  R B B T  B A S T , _______________________

Plize
Medal.

m

Syd ney
Exhibition,

1873.

SUCCESS THE IN D EX OF MERIT.
PALM A M  Q U I S I E E U I T  F E B A T .

CTOHinST ROSIER,
n m m m m  b © @ t  w a k e m *

B y  Specialappointment to His Excellency Sir G. F. Bowen, g.c.M.c. 
40 SW AN STO « ST R E E T , M ELBO URN E. 

Same side as. and short distance from th e Town Hall.

La d i e s  c o m p l a in
getting thin !” 

it cut every mouth ?
Then why not,

THOS.

My hair is falling off
in England, get

i k z i i l t q -,

BY E L E C T R I C  T E L E G R A P H ,
T I I E

West End of London in Melbourne.
[T E L E Q B A M .l

S y d n e y , 2 n d  M a y , 1 8 7 3 .  
T o  M r v J O H N  R O S I E R , B o o t  M a k e r ,

4 6  S w a n a to n  S t r e e t ,  M e lb o u rn e .
J u d g e s  a w a rd  M e d a l to  y o u , s a y in g  «  H ig h ly  

A r t i s t i c  a n d  B e a u t i f u l ly  M a d e . B q n a l  t o  A n y ­
t h i n g  o f  tb e  k in d  fro m  th e  W e s t  B n d  o f  L o n d o n ."  

E x h ib itio n  B u ild in g s . J .  O . K N I G H T .

8ole Proprietor ol th e  “  C a n t e r b u r y  B u o k le  B o o t , ”  the I n a t a n t e r  
F a s t e n i n g - B o o t ”  and the E l e v a t e u r  B o o t .* *  (Registered according 
to  A ct oi parliam ent).

Tho “ Instanteb"  is put on more instantaneously than the 
ordinary elastic-side boots, besides which a sustained  ventilation  
te provided for, so indispensible for health in warm climates.

The “ Elevateds" is scientifically constructed to augment the 
height of the wearer, and impart a graceful appearance to the 
foot, and symmetrical arch to the instep.

The INSTANTER and ELEVATEDR are equally suitable for 
Ladies or Gentlemen's wear.

UFACTURE8 are now so permanently

ELEGANCE, EXCELLENCE, AND ECONOMY,
AUSTRALASIA and the INDIES, as to require no 
tailed enumeration of their respective merits.

A Specialty HOSIER'S PRIZE SHOOTING BOOTS 
**" hly tested during the past Shooting season 

to be unsurpassed in any quarter of the

London, and New Yobs, Fashions by Abbival op 
Eveby Mail.

Lasts Modelled to suit the Anatomical requirements of each foot 
. under the immediate supervision of the Proprietor.

OBSERVE: 46 SWANSTON STREET, between Garton'a and 
Rainbow Hotels.

N EA R TOWN HALT., SAM E SID E.

O F

2 2  a n d  2 4  R O Y A L  A R C A D E ,
Having studied for years the nature and growth of the 
hair, both in London and Paris, can assure ladies the 
cause is "NEGLECT.” Having added separate rooms for 
ladies’ HAIR CUTTING and DRESSING, he is deter­
mined to assist in carrying out the object by charging 
moderately. N.B.—Every device in ladies’ and gentle­
men’s hair manufactured on the Premises.

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  ACADEMY,
CORNER O F NICHOLSON & GERTRUDE STS., 

For Young Ladies and Young Gentlemen.
This Institution is  Conducted by MR. MANNS, 

Assisted by Competent Teachers; and is Established witu 
the view of supplying what is felt to be one of the Great 
Wants of the Age, namely, an E du cation al E stablish­
ment o f  a  S ecu lar C haracter, not teaching any Creed nor 

. but inculcating principles of Morality, and culti- 
a true sense of Honor. Vacancies for Boarde 

Terms Moderate.
fo rw a rd ed  on  a p p lica t io n  to  P r in c ip a l.

AURELIA CO-OPERATIVE LAND AND LABOR 
ASSOCIATION.

(¡SPIRITUAL HARMONIALISTS—T h is  is  Ad-
^  D R E S S E D  T O  Y O U , A N D  TO  Y O U  O N LY.— P e r 8 0 I lB
desirous of obtaining Prospectuses and information can 
do so by communicating with the Committee, which 

' eeklv, at 82 Nicholson-street, Fitzroy. Persons 
localities are desired to form themselves into 

and to communicate with the Central 
when all necessary information will be

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.
Br’s Spirit Photographs on Sale, 

Is. 6d. each.; 10s. the set of pine. W. H. Terry,
Q O P IE S  of 

96 Russell Street.

■ Printed by B . Purton A Oo., a t their Office, 106 BliMboth 8
fo r  the Proprietor, W . H. T o n y , and published by him  a t  i 
South. Melbourne.


