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A l t h o u g h  (he question “ What is Spiritualism ?” has 
been asked and answered again and again, there seems 
to be a necessity to define it from time to time, to cor­
rect as far as practicable, the erroneous ideas that arise 
n the public mind with regard to the subject in ques- 

tion. Any peculiar phase of spiritualistic phenomena 
that is brought under public notice is immediately 
seized upon as the central or basic feature of Spiritual­
ism—upon which its existence depends; and, if the 
particular feature fails to come up to public expectations, 
Spiritualism is condemned as worthless, and we are 
gravely told that it is dead. In the face of the steady 
progress of Spiritualism, both as regards a belief in its 
philosophy and the evidences of its facts, not only here, 
but in Europe and America, those journals which circu­
late the untruthful reports referred to display either 
gross ignorance of the subject treated upon, or inten­
tionally mislead their readers. Spiritualism proper is a 
system of philosophy, founded upon the evidences of a 
future state of existence received from those now enjoy­
ing that state. The amount of evidence of the fact of 
spirit intercourse is immense; no scientific matter, 
however generally believed, could bring so many prac­
tical demonstrations of its reality as can be brought to 
testify to the facts of spirit intercourse, and yet the 
large majority of Spiritualists do not rest satisfied with 
this overwhelming evidence of its truth, but verify by 
actual experiment the experiments of their predecessors 
in the field. The impression sought to be conveyed by 
its opponents'of the press is—that Spiritualists, as a class, 
are a weak-minded and visionary set of people, whereas 
in reality the ¿reat majority of them are nationalists, 
accepting nothing as truth until it has been demon- 
strated to their reason as such, yielding faith only to 
evidence, and reaching conviction not at a leap, but by

the gradual accumulation of evidence. In all ranks of 
society there is a craving for more light or evidence of 
a future state. The evidences outside of Spiritualism 
are to the reasoning mind miserably insufficient, and it 
is this class of mind that is generally attracted to an in­
vestigation of Spiritualism, iu hopes of finding in it 
something more tangiblo than is discoverable in existing 
systems of religion. Hence the majority of investigators 
are thinkers—men and women whoso activity of mind 
and progressive tendencies have carried them beyond 
the narrow bounds of theology. It  is rare that such 
minds enter into the investigation without obtaining 
ultimately the necessary amount of evidence to convince 
them of the fact of human immortality, and from that 
they radiate into the philosophy based upon it. This 
philosophy teaches that man is essentially a spirit, that 

-spirit is eternal and progressive, the real and lasting, 
whilst matter, which is looked upon as the real and 
durable, is evanescent and transitory. That our physical 
organisms here are merely temples, connecting the spirit 
with matter during its rudimentary life on this material 
world. That at the change called death the spirit takes 
to itself a new body appropriate to its improved condi­
tion, and acquires new powers of volition and vision, 
that a change analagous takes place from time to time 
as the spirit progresses to highor and more refined con­
ditions of existence. That the spirit always Retains its 
individuality and a consciousness of its experiences from 
the commencement of its existence as an individualized 
being. That its progress is eternal, and as it progresses 
its faculties expand in all directions, tending always to 
an equilibrium of love, will, and wisdom, which are 
believed to be the three great attributes of the Deity. 
The progressive Spiritualist conceives of God as a bene­
ficent Father, whose laws are immutable, and whose all- 
pervading inlluence sustains aud controls the illimitable 
universe—That all things work for good, and that which 
is called evil is simply the result of ignorance of God’s 
laws, and as the spirit advances to a fuller comprehension 
of these laws the good becomes the positive principle and 
is naturally directed to the eradication of evil in every 
lorm. Although Spiritualists have no binding creed, we 
think the following from Emma Hardinge’s spiritual
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THE SANDHURST CIRCLE.commandments will meet with general acceptation among 
progressive Spiritualists ;—

•' T liy  f ir s t  a n d  la s t  d u ty  upon e a r th ,  an d  a l l  th ro u g h  th y  l i f e ’ 
s h a ll  b e  to  s e e k  f o r  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r ig h t , a n d  to  liv e  th em  o u t to  
th e  u tm o s t  o f  th y  p o w e r ; an d  w h a te v e r  creed , p rece p t, o r  e xa m p le  
c o n flic ts  w ith  th o se  p r in cip les , th o u  s h a lt  sh u n  a n d  r e je c t ,  ev er 
re m e m b e rin g  t h a t  th e  Inw s o f  r ig h t  a r c — in  m o ra ls, J u s t i c e  ; in 
sc ie n c e , h a r m o n y  ; in  re lig io n , t h e  f a t h e r h o o d  o f  Go d , t h e  
b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  Ma n , th e  im m o rta lity  o f  th e  h u m an  soul, and 
c o m p e n sa tio n  an d  re tr ib u tio n  f o r  th e  good o r  e v il don e o n  e a rth .

I t  is apropos at the present time to make somo allu­
sion to what is called by a few local enthusiasts “ Chris­
tian Spiritualism," but which we think should be more 
properly called “ Doctrinal Spiritualism," inasmuch as 
the teachings are limited to those corresponding with 
the dogma held by the persons forming the circle, and 
any spirit presuming to teach erroneous doctrino is 
immediately excorcized. This form of Spiritualism is 
probably adapted to a certain class of minds which are 
not yet prepared for more light; as a proof of immortal­
ity it is comforting, and the kindly messages of departed 
friends must have a refining influence on the partici­
pants. But amongst these Christian Spiritualists there 
is too little of the truly Christian spirit of toleration, 
and too much of the pharasaicai one of “ Thank God 
that wo are not as other men are,” the same egotistical 
assumption of infallibility hold by the ChurcheB, that 
they have the whole truth, and are custodians of the 
only gate of heaven. Whilst wo sympathise with any 
movement tending to demonstrate the facts of spirit 
intercourse, we deprecate the presentation of these nar­
row views as the faith of Spiritualists in general. The 
Spiritualists in general are on a par with the advanced 
thinkers of the day, and more exempt from sectarianism 
or bigotry than any other religious system extant.

SEo djor^sspondink
Communications f o r  insertion in  th is Jo u rn a l should be 

p la in ly  written, and as concise a s  possible.

CASTLEMA1NE.

TO T I I E  E D IT O R  O F T U B  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T .

Sir,—The enclosed manuscript of a lecture delivered by 
Miss Mary Finlason in the Mechanics’ Institute at our 
Sunday evening services, is sent for insertion in your 
paper. I t  is a most able lecture, and given in the 
usual forcible manner of that talented lady, who has so 
nobly come forward, filling the gap made by the vacancy 
caused by our much respected lecturer, G. C. Leech, 
Esq., being compelled for health's sake to take a rest. 
And as the old saying, “ Out of Evil cometh Good,” our

Sreat misfortune, in losing the continous services of 
Ir. Leech, brought forward two lecturers from amongst 

us to the front, Miss Finlason and Chas. Pritchard, Esq., 
so that our platform is now filled bv one or the other 
every Sunday evening, Mr. Leech kindly filling any 
vacancy; and judging from his last two discourses, the 
much-needed rest is bearing good fruit, for two finer 
lectures were never given by him. The last entitled 
“ Sin. What is I t  ?” was a gem and much regret 
expressed by many that it was not reported.

Our various Circles are making favorable progress. 
One or two are in abeyance until the warmer weather 
sets in, the wretched weather we have had lately making 
the roads anything Rut pleasant for pedestrians more 
especially in the evening, the time all the Circles are

Yours fraternally,
r_  ■' BETA.
[Want of space necessitates our holding over the 

lecture referred to, till next issue.—Ed. H . £ .]

D e a r  H a r b i n g e r —

Since my last letter to you our circle has been co 
tinuing its sittings regularly twice every week, and "f 
am happy to say, with marked success. Previous to o’u 
mutual friend Dr. Richardson leaving for England in 
the “ Atrato,” he and his friend Mr. C. paid a visit to ou 
circle, and was duly commissioned by Alfred Longmore1̂ 
one of the band of spirits who control our medium to’ 
trace him should he visit Brompton. He told him to 
“ look in at the Old Swan, Do. Lane, Fulham Road," to 
be sure and not forget, as he would be near. Your 
readers will remember that this spirit camo to our circle 
in the latter part of the previous year, and stated that 
his name was Alfred Lougmore, aged 35 yeare, and died 
15 years ago at a place called Brompton, London. Not 
one of the circle knew whether these particulsrs were 
correct or otherwise, and we gave them to you as thev 
camo to us. But we are all in hopes of Dr. Richardson 
being able to find out thejr truth. Friend Longmore, 
Bince coming to the circle, has proved himself a truthful 
spirit, for he faithfully fulfils all his promises, and that 
is more than can be said of many spirits still in the fleah. 
He told us wo should have as good manifestations as the 
Fox family, but would have to wait longer for them, all 
of which is gradually coming true. He not only writes 
in a large scholarly hand per the medium both in the 
light and the dark, but he exhibited his power to per­
fection in the extraordinary tying phenomena which 
made the Davenport Brothers so famous in Europe and 
America. For months in the presence of dozens of visi­
tors (from two to eight each sitting), these wonderful 
tyings were done to the wonder and astonishment of all 
who witnessed them. Two or three mouths ago a strange 
spirit, who had more power than Longmore, came to aid 
him. His name was “ George Abell, born at Halifax in 
1715, and died at Leeds in 1778." Through this spirit 
there began to come, imperfectly at first, what is known 
as direct spirit-writiug. The writing was very small, 
and in short epigrammatic sentences. The visitors con­
tinued to apply for admission to the serious inconvonionce 
of the circle, and it became evident that their presence 
in such large numbers was keeping us back very much. 
The spirits at length requested us only to admit four at 
each sitting; and, lately, when we were not expecting 
it, told us if  we would discontinue admitting visitors for a 
time, we should have better manifestations. This has 
been done for the last three or four weeks and with very 
marked results. The character of the manifestations has 
entirely changed for the better. The whole of the 
tying phenomena have ceased. I t  has been made 
evident to us all that these were continued simply to 
gratify the visitors and that we are now to receive 
manifestations of a higher class. The direct spirit- 
writing continues, but it is now done under such 
circumstances as carries conviction to the minds of the 
whole circle that it is genuine and the work of our dear 
spirit friends. The Medium is carefully searched before 
entering the circle, all the papers marked, also examined 
to see that there is no writing on any of them, and 
“ the circle pencil” handed to a member seated farthest 
from the Medium. In the light and while he is 
entranced, he will take hold of the two open hands of 
any of the members, place them flat on ono of the 
numbered papers, put out the light, and in a minute or 
so, on relighting, the paper will be covered with writing, 
and of an unusually small character. He will also take 
hold of a member's hand and draw his finger flcr08?,?® 
paper as if  in writing, and on lighting up, there will De 
messages just as if written with a pencil. I fc 1B. al8°' 
done with extraordinary rapidity. The writing is s 
small sometimes as to require a magnifying glass to rea 
it, and even then with difficulty. On Sunday even g 
(before last), whilst my hands were placed on one 
these papers, deathly cold hands large and small, PaB8. 
and repassed over mine. Several other members oi 
circle nave also felt these hands whilst those o 
medium were held either by them, or by others. • 1 
has promised that we shall soon see the materi . 
body of a  female spirit, and next his and 
Longmore’s. Meantime, her hand and arm as far a
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lhow has been repeatedly placed in mine, the fingers 
and hand being beautifully formed, the wrist covered 
with something that felt like gauze, and the arm the 
«loeve of a gown. My hand has also been allowed to 
rest on what felt like a face covered with gauze, and last 
Sunday evening whilst repeating “ the Lord’s prayer,”— 
the Medium's hands being held by the Vice-Chairman 
at the time —a very large hand and arm came from the 
direction of the Medium's chair and grasped me by the 
calf of the leg. At the previous sitting George Abell 
brought a strange spirit with him, who announced 
himself in the handwriting of George Abell as follows :
_“X have arrived from 11th Avenue, New York, with
George Abell. You are advancing well, but you must 
improve. I  have come to do much for this circle. I  
am known by the name of King the noted ; also my 
daughter. Be much united for many reasons ; also be 
strong, and 1 will do much. G. A., for K ."  (I  enclose 
the original for your perusal and that of your friends.) 
It was written whilst the Vice-Chairman's hands were 
on the paper; and just as I  was in the act of striking a 
match, the Vice-Chairman’s hands were gently raised 
and the paper whisked away by an invisible hand. We 
found on lighting the candle the Medium pointing to 
my desk at the far end of the circle on which was the 
minute book. I t  was brought and there, sure enough, 

the paper. This has taken place several times
lately. The writing is much larger than most of George 
Abell’s writing. The same night my two hands were held 
by the Medium, and King cut with my scissors a piece 
off his robe, and gave it to mo. I  thought it was hair, 
but on lighting up, I  found it was something in the 
shape of gauze. A lock of his hair was given to a laay 
which has since evaporated. So startling are all these 
things that they must seem incredible to outsiders who 
have never investigated the subject of Spiritualism. 
And most probably we shall be subjected to the usual 
amount of ridicule. Let them fire away. I  have stated 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
and can, therefore, afford to treat the remarks of 
ignorant and malicious critics with the contempt which 
they merit. We shall see the spirits bodily before long, 
and then the laughing will be on the other side.

I  am, Dear Harbinger,
Yours fraternally,

THE CHAIKMAN.
Sandhurst, 18th July, 1873.

We have received the following since the above was 
in type :—

We had a circle last evening and a very successful 
one too. There were 15 members present. In addition 
to friend Druce, we have a young lady whom the spirits 
are developing into a Medium also. She is controlled 
by a spirit who calls herself Fanny Stuart, and lately is 
controlled by John King’s daughter, Katie. Amongst 
other things done, I  may notice the following^ After 
prayer all hands being on the table, Druce's being held 
by the Vice-Chairman, and the lady Medium seated on 
the other side of the circle, a hand as palpable as my 
own suddenly came round by the back of Druce's chair 
aud grasped me by the ankle. Later on, the Vice- 
Chairman was asked to look at the number of the paper 
on the table which was (39) and to place his hands upon 
it. The light was then put out, when in a minute or so 
raps came for it to be relit, the Vice-Chairman inform­
ing the circle that his hands had been raised and the 
paper whisked away as soon as the raps for light came. 
On lighting up, the paper as marked above, was found 
in the minute book on my desk, and beyond the reach 
of the Medium. There was a letter from G. A., on it. 
A little later we had very beautiful spirit-lights. Then 
the Medium still entranced, took hold of my hands, and 
there passed and re-passed across my right hand, a hand, 
jrnst and arm as far as the elbow. To the touch, the 
hand was cold, was harder than a human hand, and felt 
like wax. I  felt like a frill or ruffle at the wrist, and 
toe arm was covered with something that felt like cloth. 
Ihe Medium, or spirit through him asked me to get the 
scissors and cut a bit off for myself, I  did so, and send 
it to you. I  am ready to take'my solemn oath that it 
came to me in the way described. I t  is perfectly

genuine so far as the Mediums and the circle are 
concerned ̂  but my own impression is that it is not of 
the spirit’s own manufacture, although in that I  may be 
wrong. I  express no opinion on the point at pretent. 
Our circle was formed to investigate tho phenomena of 
Spiritualism, and we are honestly to the best of our 
ability doing so. So I feel bound in honor to send you 
an account of these things as they occur. Later on in 
the evening, seven of ns saw standing in front of the 
lady Medium a short white cloudy figure, and in front 
of Mr. Druce, a very tall figure of a similar description. 
They were seen by us quite distinctly, but no features 
were seen. Katie King said we should Bee them as 
plainly as we could Bee ourselves, but would have to 
wait a little longer yet The stance was a very interest­
ing one. If  you think this short account of it, worthy 
of a place in the H arbinger, you are at liberty to 
publish it as an addition to my former epistle.

THE CHAIRMAN.
Sandhurst, 21st July, 1873.

[The writing referred to though very small, is clear 
and distinct, the lines straight, but diagonal to the 
paper, and is as follows:—“ I have arrived from the 
11th Avenue, New York, with George Abell. You 
are advancing well, but you must improve. I  have 
come to do much for this circle. I am known by the 
name of King, the noted, also my daughter. Be much 
united for many reasons, also be strong, and I will do 
much. G. A., for K ."

With regard to the piece of muslin, there is a 
peculiarity about it, although at first glance it has a 
very material appearance. An expert to whom we have 
shown it says that he never saw a similar piece in the 
course of his experience.—Ed. H .L .]

It  has long been the wish of tho Spiritualists of 
Sandhurst and probably also of the whole of Victoria to 
find developing a trance-speaking Medium of a high 
class, one who could be listened to with delight by the 
most critical audience the colony could collect. This 
desideratum has it is hoped been found. With a party 
of friends wo were invited on the evening of the 24tn 
inst., to hear a young lady speak, who is said to be 
controlled by the Spirit of Lord Brougham.

To give any idea through tho medium of words, of 
our delight and surprise at the eloquence of the 
address is simply impossible. Sceptics and Spiritual­
ists were alike impressed with the feeling that there was 
present an intelligence, exalted far beyond the capabili­
ties of the medium in her normal state, or of those of 
anyone, either present in the .room, or existent in the 
colony. But few there could say, that they had at any 
time been present at a deliverance of an hour and 
a quarter’s duration so powerful, so connected, and so 
well rendered. The most critical could not find fault 
with the articulation, nor with the choice of or 
application of the words made use of. The defects in 
these points so often found when we hear the Spirits of 
intellectual men speaking through Media which they 
have to make use of for want of better, and which we 
too often notice in the utterances of our most eminent 
public speakers, were entirely absent. There was 
nothing left to desire, and it is to bo earnestly hoped 
that the young lady will not hide her light under a 
bushel, but will take her pare in the great work which it 
is evident she is so well fitted for under her present 
guidance.

I t  is a remarkable fact that Spiritualists are in a great 
measure, ignorant of the treasures they possess. As 
remarked by Lord Brougham in his address, “ the 
different Circles are too restricted in their scope and 
ideas, are too envious one of the other,” and thus 
highly gifted Media are kept within the Circles in 
which they were developed, and the bulk of Spiritualists 
too often remain in ignorance of the existence in their 
midst, as in this case, of gifts of a very high class. That 
such a Medium as this, is to be found in Sandhurst, 
one whom no known trance-speaking medium in 
Victoria is known to rival, that she exist« here amongst 
us, and that her gifts should be known to but a few!
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and that the bulk of Spiritualists should be ignorant of 
the privilege they possess in having as one of them­
selves, so highly favored a lady, is a source of wonder 
almost as great as that created by hearing such a 
forcible and eloquent utterance as that listened to with 
rapt attention and astonishment by the visitors kindly 
aslted to enjoy such a rare treat. The only regret 
felt, was that we were not accompanied by a short­
hand writer, that the substance of the address could 
bo presented to our absent friends.

J.

EXTRACTS FROM J .  M. PEEBLES' LETTERS 
OF TRAVEL.

(From the B anner o f  L ii/ht.)

I1ALI.A HAT.
Accompanied by Dr. Richardson and Mr. Watson, 

both solid thinkers and earnest Spiritualists—and also 
by Miss Armstrong, an excellent medium—I found 
myself upon a sunny morning stowed away in a stage- 
coaeh and ticketed for Ballarat, a city second only to 
Melbourne, in Victoria. The diversified scenery along 
the way was delightful, and the trip decidedly interest­
ing—especially the conversation upon Spiritualism
between the fellow-passengers and Mrs. R ----- , wife of
a Presbyterian clergyman. Ballarat, lying about one 
hundred miles from Melbourne in a northerly direction, 
is live thousand feet above tho level of the sea, has fifty 
thousand inhabitants, is famous for mining iuterests, 
enterprising in railway matters, and prints five dailies, 
one of which, tho Ballarat Star, is a leading journal in 
tho colony. I t  reported our lectures delivered in Alfred 
Hall fairly and handsomely. Mrs. Miuchin is the only 
avowed Spiritualist in the city. Many are investigating, 
Mr. John Finlay, residing at Gracefield, some three 
miles from the city, is a zealous Spiritualist, reformer, 
and Shaker, praying for a more rapid spread of the 
millennial Church, He has thought seriously of 
emigrating to Mount Lebanon, America, to joiu the 
fraternity of Shakers. He is tho master in a fine 
suburban academy, and has long been a patron of tho 
Banner of Light.

Tho stranger at Ballarat sees nothing but prosperity 
among the gold-diggers. The wages of the miner's 
average about forty-fivo shillings—English money—per 
weok. They work eight hours a day, thus reaching that 
acme of the workman’s bliss .

“  E i g h t  h o u r s  f o r  w o r k ,  a n d  e i g h t  f o r  p l a y  ;

E i g h t  f o r  s l e e p ,  a n d  e i g h t  s h i l l i n g s  a  d a y . "

C A STLEM  A IN E .
Formerly a rich alluvial mining town, three thousand 

Chinamen at ono time either walked its streets, or 
camped around tho outskirts. Nearly all nationalities 
boing represented, thoy studied toleration, and sang 

“  W i t h  s p a d e s  a n d  p i c k s  w e  w o r k  l i k e  b r i c k s ,
A n d  d i g  i n  g o l d  f o r m a t i o n s . "

The city was named after an Irish peer. I t  numbers 
at present some seven thousand ; is lighted with gas ; 
has an excellent library ; publishes two spicy dailies’ 
and is surrounded by a rough agriculturr.1 and vino- 
growing country. Here I  found a fiuo congregation of 
liberalists and Spiritualists. Mr. G, C. Leech, a 
prominent attorney and gentleman of culture, lectures 
each Sunday. He is now on his third year’s engage­
ment. Think of it, Americans ! A flourishing assem­
blage of Spiritualists with a “ settled speaker” in the 
mountainous regions of Australia! Mr. Bamford, 
brother-in-law of W. H. Terry, residing here, sells thé 
Banner of Light, the Harbinger, and other literature 
relating to Spiritualism.
- Meeting us at the dépôt, the first enquiry was, after 
the welcome, “ Has the Boston fire burned the Banner 
of Light office? B o  tell us, d o !” You can hardly 
imagine thé intense anxiety felt in this distant land 
touching the Boston fire and the permanence of tho 
Banner of Light. I t  was the sad inquiry for weeks and 
weeks. “ Aye!” said the good Mr. Terry; “ what a 
m isfortune—the destruction of a journal that, like 
Jacob’s ladder, unites earth and heavens !”

We lectured in Mechanics’ Institute—Mr. Leech 
occupying the chair. Tho building was densely crowded 
Though there have been marvellous physical manifea 
tations in this city, bigotry is still rampant. Tho pioul. 
Archdeacon of Castlemaino—“ whose face doth shine’’-—
* * *  declined to attend the funeral of Mrs. Grubb
because she utterly refused to see a clergyman during 
her last sickness—sensible woman ! Mr. Leech officiated! 
None wore habiliments of mourning ; gentlemen kept 
on their hats during tho service ; a spiritual song was 
sung at tho grave, and flowers thrown upon tho 
coffin.

SA N 'D IIU U ST.

This wide-awake city, originally called Bendigo, lies 
about one hundred miles from Melbourne, Victoria,'in a 
northerly direction, and numbers some twonty-fivo 
thousand inhabitants. I t  is the headquarters of vast 
quartz ranges pronounced absolutely inexhaustible. Tho 
public buildings are fine, and everything savo tho 
gardens, indicate enterprise and thrift, Our lectures 
were delivered in the Rifles’ Orderly Hall. Mr. 
Denovan, an ex-member of tho Colonial Parliament 
occupied the chair. This gentleman is as universally 
esteemed as ho is brave in the utterance of his convic­
tions. The city sustains three daily papers, ono of 
which, aping the Melbourne Telegraph, is exceedingly 
hostile to Spiritualism. Spiritualists should drop it. 
Silly is that folly which pays for boing abused. There 
are several mediums in this vicinity, Mr. Druce excelling 
in the line of physical manifestations. Several circles 
for development are in operation, and tho interest is 
increasing. These circles should be organised upon 
scientific principles, and thoso attending should bo 
systematic, sincere, and aspirational.

G EELO N G .

Sharp and earnest was the struggle between this city 
situated upon Corio Bay, and Ballarat for pre-eminence. 
The latter, more enterprising, gained tho victory. 
Geelong, named after a nativo chief, noted for its 
harbour, botanical gardens, and suburban orchards and 
vineyards, has a population of about twenty thousand, a 
number of whom are Spiritualists, but exceeding coy. 
They need an infusion of moral firmness and spinal 
stiffening. Our lecture was delivered in Mechanics’ 
Institute, Dr. Richardson presiding. The reports in tho 
dailies were just and manly.

8T A W E L L .

This stirring place, a long distance from Melbourne 
contains a large number of free-thinkers and Spiritual­
ists, though the latter are somewhat divided just at 
present upon the subject of re-iucaruation. They have 
au organised society, and—what was equally admirable— 
they erected a fine building for their Sunday meetings, 
called Lyceum  H a ll. This renders them quite inde­
pendent. Mr. B. S. Nayler is their settled speakor. 
An author and an elocutionist, ho frequently lecturos 
upon literary subjects as well as Spiritualism. It will 
be remembered that Mr. Nayler published the pioneer 
sheet in Melbourne, called the Glow-worm, and, 
further, that ho gave the first public lecture upon tho 
subject of spirit-communion in the city. His words will 
never die. Ho is considered, both by Spiritualists ana 
Liberalists, a brave, earnest, and honorable man; and 
yet he was shamefully persecuted by the snarling press 
and yelping bigots of Melbourne. These narrow-souled 
sectarists—puling “ babes in Christ,” call out our 
tenderest pity. Let us deal gently, kindly with such 
little ones.

G EO R G E A . STOW .

As Mr. Conant is connected mediumistically with the 
Banner of Light, and Mr. Morse with the Medium, ot 
London, so is Mr. Stow with the Harbinger of Light, 
edited and published by Mr. W. H. Terry. Ho w 
found during business hours in the bookstore, where 
both himself and Mr. Terry diagnose disease ana

Eirescribe for the sick under spirit direction. Marve - 
ous cures have been wrought through their agency. 

Previous to mediumistie development, Mr. S to w  was a 
member of the Independent Church, and a teacher in 
the Sunday school. From this position he has advance 

1 to a healing, writing and trance medium. His seances,
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orderly and harmonious, held twice per week, are so 
thrillingly interesting that the teachings are taken 
down by a short-hand reporter.

M B . T n O M A S  ADAMSON.

There is frequent complaint in the English colonies of 
the Pacific that the reigning power in Washington does 
not send out such a class of foreign representatives as it 
should to fully honor the United States government. 
Mr. Adamson, formerly in the Consular service at 
Pernambuco, then at Honolulu, and now two years in 
Melbourne, is an execution. This gentleman is highly 
esteemed in Victoria by all who know him. Tall in 
person, cool and dignified in bearing, he maintains—as 
well as his excellent lady—a high social position in the 
city. Educated a Quaker, and attending the Unitarian 
Church in Melbourne, his religious views are neverthe­
less decidedly spiritualistic. He attended a portion of 
our lectures both in Temperance Hall and the Prince of 
Wales Theatre.

T H E  P B E 8 E N T  ST A T U S.

of Spiritualism in Victoria is truly encouraging. The 
Harbinger of Light, under the supervision of Mr. Terry, 
is doing a praiseworthy work. I t  stands upon a sound 
financial basis, and is continually increasing in circula­
tion. The Rev. Mr. Tyerman, the recent convert from 
“ Orthodoxy” to Spiritualism, and who for several 
months lectured to the progressive Spiritualists in 
Masonic Hall, is a])out starting a Spiritualist weekly.

Just before our arrival in Australia, the Spiritualists 
of Melbourne had organized a Children’s Progressive 
Lyceum. Mr. Terry was the Conductor. Dr. Dunn 
assisted them in the details of organization, besides 
drilling the leaders and children in marching and 
gymnastics. The Lyceum, in token of appreciation, 
presented the Doctor, before leaving, with a beautiful 
metallic memento. Other Lycoumswill doubtless spring 
up in the colony. There are now two regular Sunday 
gatherings of Spiritualists in Melbourne—one in 
Masonic Hall, where Messrs. Charles Bright, George 
Walker, and other able lecturers address the people, the 
other, at the Polytechnic Hall, where the Rev. Mr. 
Tyorinan ministers each Sunday evening. This gentle­
man has recently published a pamnhlet against reincar­
nation. Referring to this, reminds us of James Smith, 
a thoroughly cultured gentleman and Spiritualist, 
formerly editing the Australasian. Though believing 
firmly in a conscious intercourse between the two 
worlds, he considers the wide-spreading Spiritualism of 
the present to be demonism—all save a little self-elected 
clique in Melbourne, termed the “ magnetic school.” 
To this churchal notion ho adds “ re-incarnation,” a 
“ future judgment,” and the destruction of the world, 
within a few years, by a fearful magnetic fire-wave. 
Only the righteous who have “ obeyed the Father," will 
be saved. This psychologic spell will soon pass away, 
and then—well, let us pass on. ¿

d b .  h o w i t t .  ”

Amongst the pleasant gentlemen we have frequently 
met in suburban Melbourne is Dr. Howitt, brother of 
the eminent author, William Howitt, of London. The 
Doctor is an old resident in Australia, a successful 
practitioner in the past, and a distinguished botanist 
and naturalist. Taking our leave of Dr. Howitt, he 
said:

“Tell my brother William, when you reach London, 
that I  am ill, suffering a great deal of pain. He knows 
the nature of my disease. I t  is doubtful if I  stay in the 
body long—and I  am only too anxious to go ! As soon 
as permitted, after the change, I  shall visit and 
communicate to him. United in life, we shall not be 
divided in death!”

THE 8UHHABT.
Reaching Melbourne, I  was quite disappointed. The 

thrift and enterprise of the country, the climate, the 
magnitude of the City, the choice libraries, the beautiful 
parks and gardens, far excelled all my preconceived 
opinions; but neither a broad toleration nor the 
condition of Spiritualism were as far advanced as I  had 
supposed. Considered rather conservative in Amerioa, 
I  did not expect to be called in Melbourne by the press 
» “ Yankee adventurer,” a “ long-haired apostate’ and

a “ bold-faced blasphemer!” But appealing from a 
wheedling mercenary press to the people, by advice of 
1 liomas W. Stanford and others, a grand victory was 
achieved ! Week after week I  lectured in the Prince of 
Wales Theatre to audiences of 2500 and 3000. Some­
times hundreds would go away unable to gain admission.
To God and the angels be all the praise.

Never has it been my good fortune to meet nobler or 
more honorable and generous men than the Spiritualists 
of Victoria. All my relations with them were 
harmonious and pleasant. The Mcllwraiths, Stanfords, 
Brights, Walkers, Mothorwells, Brothertons, Addisons, 
Richardsons, Carsons, Rosses, Dempsters, Terrys, 
Tyermans, Stowes, Purtons, Gills, Sanderses, Watsons,
&c., Ac., will be most cordially remembered by me when 
I sit in my own cozy home. And though I shall nover 
meet them all again this sido the peaceful River of 
Death, I shall meet them, know them and love them in 
heaven, where mornings of progress know no setting 
suns!

I  have no room to describe the illuminated scroll 
presented me by the committee through Mr. Brightf- 
nor the farewell soiree gotten up for mo at the parting ' 
by the ladies and gentlemen of Melbourne interested jn  ■; 
Spiritualism. You will receive with this the principal 
speeches, and the dotails, in the Harbinger of Light.'. •

M elbourne, A ustralia, Ja n . 18th, 1873.

SPIRITUALIST'S FUNERAL IN NEW ZEALAND.

The first funeral in connection with the Harmonial 
Progressionists on the Thames, took place yesterday in 
the consigning of the body of Mary Williamson to the 
grave, her spirit having passed away (as tho brethren 
would say, into tho summer land) on the evening of 5th 
July. The spiritualists, who took part in the proceed­
ings, wore evergreen immortelles bound with white 
ribbon on tho left breast, and were further distinguished 
by bouquets of flowers in their hands. On the arrival 
of the funeral cortege at the grave, A. Dunbar's hymn 
of “ We arc going to the spirit land” was very well 
rendered by the “ Thames Aurelian choir," of which 
Mary Williamson was a member. Mr. R. T. Cunning­
ham then delivered a very feeling address of encourage­
ment, suitable to the occasion, when the flowers and 
evergreens were cast on the coffin, and the singing of 
Byron’s hymn o f"  Immortality” closed the proceedings. 
It  is worthy of remark that although the weather had 
been very unfavourable the whole fore part of the day, 
from the time the fuueral started tho sun shone out 
with splendour, and it continued fine until the return 
home.— Thames Advertiser.

ITEMS OF NEWS BY THE MAIL.

B r the papers just to hand, per European mail, wo are 
advised of the sudden departure from this sphere, and 
funeral obsequies of Mr. Wm. Whito, senior partnor in 
the firm of Wm. White and Co., the celebrated pub­
lishers of spiritualistic literature of Boston, U. S. A. 
We shall give a fuller notice of this event in our 
next.

The materialization of spirits is still attracting a great 
deal of attention, and a party of investigators have suc­
ceeded in obtaining some excellent photographs of spirits 
by the aid of the magnesium light. A portrait of 
“ Katie King,” taken in this manner, is published in the 
“ (London) Spiritualist ” of May 15. From a letter 
received from Mrs. E. H. Brittan, we regret to learn 
that she has temporally retired from the spiritualistic 
platform. We trust she will soon return to the work, 
as such workers as her are much needed to keep up the 
tone of Spiritualism, which suffers much in America 
from the eccentric teachings of less progressed mmds.

-----o------------

W e  have received the rules and articles of Association ■ 
of the Aurelia Co-operative Land and Labor Association. 
We shall review it in our next
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HALF-YEARLY FESTIVAL OF THE VICTORIAN 
ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE 

SPIRITUALISTS.

The above festival, in the form of a tea, concert, and 
ball, was held at the Masonic Hall on July 9th, and 
was a most unqualified success. The hall was decorated 
with evergreens and the flags of the Lyceum ; tea was 
laid for 200, and the tables, under the charge of a com­
mittee of ladies, presented a most attractive appearance, 
every seat was speedily occupied, and re-occupied as 
soon as vacated by numbers wlio were unable to obtain 
a place at the first Bitting. After ample justice had 
been done to the many good things provided, the tables 
were removed, and the chair was taken by Mr. Henry 
Sanders, vice-president, who, in a few introductory re­
marks on the growth of Spiritualism in Victoria, and the 
silent but undoubted influence it was exercising on 
society, alluded with regret to the loss the association 
had sustained in its late president, Mr. John Ross, whom 
business matters had called to a distant part of the 
colony, necessitating his resignation. He was pleased 
to see the hall so full, and thought that if  a larger hall 
Rad been used there would have been a still larger audi­
ence. He met with Spiritualists in all directions, and 
expected, at no distant date, to see the Town Hall as 
well filled for a similar occasion. The address was 
followed by a solo on the pianoforte, sevoral 
songs and choruses by members of the choir, and 
a recitation by a lady—the latter, also the duett “ Two 
Merry Hearts," sung by the Misses King and Neuman, 
were loudly applauded. The chairman then called on 
the secretary (Mr. Stow) to read the report, which was 
as follows:—

R e p o b t  en d in g  J u n e  30 t h , 1873.

The Committee, in thus bringing before you their 
report of progress during the past six months, feel con­
fident that on the whole the association has reason to 
rejoice at the success that now attends the movement 
of Spiritualism in Melbourne aud the colonies generally.

I t  will be remembered that, at the time of the annual 
festival, held in the Turn Vorein in January last, we had 
amongst us our much respected friend and visitor, Mr. 
J .  M. Peebles, also Dr. Dunn.

Your Committee desire to express their opinion that 
much good has resultod from their visit to those colonies.

They also believe that Mr. Tyerman's disconnection 
with this association, though at the time attended with 
some degree of discord, has had a beneficial effect upon 
the cause of Spiritualism generally. As most of you 
are aware, there are now two associations, and each 
holds service on Sunday evening.

Notwithstanding this one maintains its average atten­
dance ; Mr. Tyerman’s meeting is also numerously 
attended. Your Committee wish him every success.

The Lyceum, which had been but just started when 
your Committee were appointed, is now in a flourishing 
condition, and is no doubt the most important feature 
in connection with the association.

Those of our friends who have not yet visited the 
Lyceum, and especially those who have children, would 
do well to pay us a visit, and, if  favorably impressed, 
take such steps as shall bring their children under the 
guidance of such free and noble principles as are incul­
cated in our Lyceum.

Your Committee are bound to acquaint you with the 
facts of finance, feeling sure that if  it is not one of the 
most pleasant, it is one of the most important parts of 
our duty, and one which we have no doubt you will be 
equally willing to consider with the more pleasant ones.

"We regret that at the present time tne balance is 
against us, owing to the fact that, during the early part 
of the financial year (that is from July 1st to December 
last) two-thirds of the annual subscriptions had been 
collected, and used to meet pressing engagements ; the 
result has been that we had but little to receive as sub­
scriptions for the past six months. Under these circum­
stances we have done d o  more than meet our current 
expenses.

Your Committee regret that they have to lay before 
you to-night the resignation of our president, Mr. Ro8a 
who has left Melbourne to reside in a distant part of the 
colony. "We trust that our I o s b  w i l l  be more than equal, 
ised by his and others gain. However, the association 
is called upon to elect a new President,

Hitherto your Committe have found but little trouble 
in filling the platform on Sundays, and hope in the 
future to bo not less successful.

In conclusion we trust that the association will make 
an effort to rid itself of an obligation it ¡b at present 
under to the treasurer.

I-Iowover willing he may be, it is not just to him that 
the present deficiency be allowed to remain, when by a 
little concentrated effort it might be removed, and the 
association start upon its new financial year free from 
encumbrance.

I  shall be happy to take down themames and subscrip­
tions of any of our friends who aro not members. 
The conditions are as follows :—

“ At the Half-yearly Meeting oi this Association the 
following Resolution was passed, and the Committee 
have deemed it advisable to adopt this method of bring­
ing the terms of Membership under your notice

Resolved—“ That in future, membership shall consist 
in Enrolment and payment of a Subscription Quarterly, 
in advance, the amount to be optional to the person 
himself at the time of enrolment.”

The treasurer (Mr. Terry) then read the balance-sheet 
for the past half-year, showing the gross receipts to be 
£ 1 2 1 15s. 4Jd. and the expenditure £110 13s. 9u. leaving 
a balance due to him of £22 2s. 2d. He expressed his 
opinion that the deficiency might be readily made up, 
and ample funds available for carrying on the business 
of the association, if  the members contributed as liber­
ally as members of other congregations did. Spiritualists 
wore liberal in most things, but in this they wero rather 
remiss. The following letter from Mr. John Ross was 
read by the secretary -.—

76 Collins Street, Melbourne,
30th Juno, 1873.

To the Secretary of the
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P e o o r e s s i v e  S p i t u a l i s t s —

My dear sir,
Being about to take up my residence in a distant part 

of the colony, I  am obliged hereby to tender my resig­
nation as President of your association. I  regret that I 
shall not be able to attend your approaching half-yearly 
meeting, but I  trust that the association will meet on 
that and every other occasion with the cordial support 
of all those who have at heart the cause of free religion. 
Bidding you and my fellow members a respectful 
farewell,

Believe me,
The association’s faithful servant, 

JOHN ROSS.

Mr. Ross's -resignation having been accepted, 
Mr. Moore proposed, and Mr. Manns seconded, the-' 
nomination of Mr. Henry Sanders as president for the 
remainder of the year; and, there being no opposition, 
Mr. Sanders was declared duly elected. The vacancy 
occasioned by the elevation of Mr. Sanders to the presi­
dentship was filled by the election of Mr. H. Brotherton’'  
to the office of vice-president.

On the suggestion of Mr. Manns a committee of two, 
viz.—Mr. Stow and Mr. Manns—were nominated to act 
with a committee of the Eclectic and other associations 
with which Mr. Ross was connected, in getting up a 
testimonial to that gentleman. A. series of vocal ana 
instrumental music lollowed, and brought the soiree to 
a close about ten o’clock. Before dismissing the assem­
bly the chairman announced that arrangements had been 
made for a quadrille party, to which all friends Pr®8®? 
were invited. About 200 availed themselves of tne 
invitation, and dancing, under the direction" of an em- 
cient M.C., was kept up with spirit until one °  • i®* 
when the company finally dispersed, all apparently ae- 
lighted with their evening’s entertainment.
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t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p r a c t ic e  o f  s p i r i t ­
u a l is m .

(■ An Address to Spiritualists. F rom  a  Disem bodied Spirit.
R e-delivered at the M asonic H a ll ,  by M r. O. A. Stow.

T i i e o b i e s , past and present, are an abomination, and so 
long as they are but theories—incapable of doing any­
thing that is good for humanity. However true and 
beautiful the teachings of any man may be, one action in 
his life speaks with greater power than a hundred words 
—though every word be a gem, and every idea a bril­
liant. Spiritualists, and those whose minds are so far 
advanced as to have freed themselves from the fetters of 
tradition ; who desire no longer to wander along the 
path of life by faith :—these demand evidence that, when 
this life ends there is another; and they Beek that this 
other life should be revealed to them in its true nature 
and uses. Such minds have grown dissatisfied with the 
Scriptures, and they will be alike dissatisfied with the 
philosophy we offer them, unless it can be made to form 
a part of, and to develop itself into one grand life of 
action. Some of these minds are bolder than others, 
and proclaim themselves free-thinkers—materialists, and 
it would be difficult to count the number of such who 
still remain within the pale of the churches, still recog­
nised as members of these churches, and apparently 
satisfied with the spiritual good there provided for them. 
But we know the unreality of this apparent contentment, 
and the reasons why they continue to hold such posi­
tions ; and the time is not far distant when, their minds 
developing, they will find the dead weight of creeds no 
longer endurable : they will leave; seeking for something 
more real and beneficial to themselves and to humanity 
at large.

The philosophy of Spiritualism is simple, and depends 
solely upon its evidence. The Spiritualist, as commonly 
understood, is one who believes in the natural develop­
ment of all matter from spirit-eternal, having no begin­
ning ; to which there can be no end—but constantly 
subject to change, constantly acting in conjunction with 
divine laws of which the most advanced can have but 
comparatively little knowledge. This unfoldment leads 
on from 6tage to stage, extending over a period of years 
innumerable, until ii has developed that principle from 
which it was first derived (spirit) ; differing in degrees, 
that spirit now becomes individualised particles—all 
springing from one grand centre—God. The nature of 
these individual spirits is immortal and progressive, dif­
fering only in degree. And, as in ages past, the deve­
lopment of the spirit through lower forms of matter was 
harmonious, it is so still; steadily unfolding itself, in 
accordance with laws over which man has no control.

This has no bearing upon the separate actions of a 
man's life, but upon the general principles by which 
nature unfolds itself as it developes the individual spirit 
of all things. The spiritualist holds also, that deathfls 
but a change—one of many changes, similar to those of 
the past, and those that are hidden in the future. That 
the spirit, once individualised in man, that individuality 
never ceases to be, but ever advances, constantly unfold­
ing itself, and at every stage, as your own experience in­
forms you, becoming more refined—casting off more 
that belongs to earth, and gathering to itself and assimi­
lating all those parts ana principles belonging to the 
»»use from which it first emanated, That the future 
life for man is a simple continuation of his earth-life; 
the nature of the unfoldment of the spirit is the same 
whether it take place in the body or in the spirit world, 
—and all, in the end, tend to degrees of perfection.

This is a concise definition of the philosophy of spirit 
life as developed in nature. W e would now review, and 
give you our ideas as to what that life should be, and 
how it should manifest itself if  developed in harmony 
with those laws underlying the grand principles of the 
unfolding universe. I t  is perhaps difficult for those 
whose minds have been cramped by early education and 
prejudice to conceive that there are laws directing and 
controlling the vast movements of the heavenly bodies 
—springing from some great, yet unknown centre— 
reaching on throughout all space, and at the same time 
developing the insignificant parts of each planet world ;

that not only are these grand systems governed by this 
all-pervading mind, but so perfect and so incomprehen­
sible is the power and wisdom of the whole arrangement 
that, while it holds and directs the planet in its course, 
it guides man in every stage of his being ; at the same 
moment influencing worlds in their movements, and 
causing moisture to rise and fall upon the earth, light 
and darkness to return in succession, flowers to bud . 
and bloom, and animals of lower types to eat and 
drink, to wake and sleep. Ages to come will be occu­
pied by the human mind in investigating these sublime 
laws, and with every ago new light will come, new 
beauties w:ll be seen, but not till a very far distant day 
will the most advanced begin to know how these things 
are influenced, and how the mysteries of life and deve­
lopment are inaugurated and sustained.

To men who live above the grovelling things of ma­
terial life, these thoughts are at once interesting and 
educational ; they are calculated to protect him against 
influences that cramp and confine, while at the same 
time they unfold those inner perceptions which will 
never be satisfied until they drink deep at the fount of 
eternal knowledge. Spirit of Man, or Man the Spirit, 
is a being but little known. W o u l d  w o  had the power 
to separate every individual from his material organiza­
tion, for but a brief period, that he might know who he 
is, and wherefore he exists ! All animals that possess 
but little conscious life, act in harmony with, and live 
out the objects of their being, but man violates all—so 
completely has he erred that the days of his labor will 
be long and severe. In ages past he departed oven from 
the laws of instinct which guide and direct the lower 
forms of life. Among all creatures, ho is the most 
diseased ; custom has led him so far from nature’s laws 
that in the brief period of one year he sutlers more than 
lower animals in a lifetime. Few men there are who 
enjoy even tolerable health, and when it is closely exam­
ined into, the cause will be found, if not iu his own ac­
tions, in those of his predecessors. In the hands of 
designing leaders, he has willingly yielded up his right 
of reasoning for himself, and, this accomplished, his 
whole intellectual faculties have become a wreck. Is it 
not a lamentable fact that nine-tenths of the people 
move only in the grove marked out for them by those 
whose interests hang upon their ignorance—that even 
great minds should be thus led implicitly to believe in 
that there is no evidence for ? And why is this ? I t  is 
an important question, which will cause you immediate­
ly to look within, while those  ̂whose minds are less deve­
loped will look without. You, who know something of 
the true nature of your being, see that within j  ourselves 
is the kingdom of heaven, but those who profess to pos­
sess it see it at a distance, and realize the great truth 
that the kingdom of Satan is within ! Is it for want of 
good advice r Surely not, for in all time there has been 
sufficient information, external from man's being, to lead 
him; but though one rose from the dead and told him 
of the facts of the future life he would not believe; and, 
if he did, it would be of little service, unless by it he 
were led only to see the messenger and the road. The 
pathway to a holier land he must see within himself.

This surely then points you to practical Spiritualism, 
or rather to the practical spirit life. Do you require a 
creed, in order that you may become wiser and happier? 
Will the communications you receive from our spheres 
be of any service to you unless the precepts contained 
in them are embodied in your liveB? It you are hun­
gry, and inquire what will relieve your want, the simple 
assurance that “ bread is what you require” will not help 
you in the least, unless you partake of it. Yet many, 
seeing that within there is darkness and weakness and 
inability to satisfy the voice of their own consciences, 
act thus. They visit their churches on Sundays and ask 
for food, and truly they are told, “ Sell all you have, and 
give it to the poor; take up your cross and follow me-” 
But, alas ! They are not truly hungry, for he who is so 
will take of the bread offered; if  they truly realised the 
necessity for that internal growth they would accept the 
advice given by him who, when he said, “ take up your 
cross,” meant “ boldly and unflinchingly live out the 
principles of your own being." Doubtless, in doing this 
you trill have to bear your cross, and in the midst ot
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modern materialism, as in other ages, those who attempt 
to live out boldly that they know to be true and just 
will have to forget themselves while they think of others.

You cannot look to creeds for help; they only bind ; 
they arc but expressions of the mind as it is, and il you 
who are now assembled hero wore to form a creed, it 
would consist only of your thoughts of this moment- 
you would certainly live beyond them ; but those who 
possess less light than yourselves would set it up in the 
form of an enclosure—an impassable barrier against 
further change or progress. What you would regard 
only as a resting place, upon which you might establish 
yourselves, while moving to still higher stages, would 
prove to others an injury—a stumbling block, a barrier 
in the road, and to you it can be of no benefit. Let 
each one steadily pursue his course, not violently, not 
rushing headlong before his own state of progress, 
thinking himself stronger and wiser than ho is—believ­
ing himself possessed of knowledge superior to those 
around him. “ Let those who think they stand tremble 
lest they fall.” In this there is good advice, but it 
should be properly understood ; it should bo read “ let 
those whoso who think they are wise question their 
wisdom that thoy may be humble, otherwise, thinking 
they aro stronger than they are, thoy will surely fall.” 
Your life, if good and noble, is a strong guide and sup­
port toothers who are infirm. You live in the present, 
an outward manifestation of a life and influence that 
surrounds you unseen. Endeavour to naturally unfold 
evory part of your religious being, while you strictly 
avoid all that tends to cramp and restrain your best 
instincts. Have you habitually dono this? Can each 
one of you, as he analyses his own religious being, say 
with satisfaction to himself, “ I have a thorough know­
ledge of what is meant by my religious nature, and so 
far I have guarded and developed it ?” We know there 
is not one of you who, after consideration, will bo satis­
fied that he has dono all that ho can, and this feeling 
alone will open out your minds and lead you to seek to 
know what and whore is that very important part of your 
naturo— the religious. I t  is that part which 1ms led 
man far away from the straight path ; it is that which has 
placed in the hands of designing men and fanatics a

Eower which has hindered the world’s development— 
ecauso it has over been misunderstood and separated 

from the reason. How soon will you err, if you are 
guided by your feelings; and the feelings only are gene­
rally regarded as the religious principle in man. Yet 
the religious principle pervades all the actions of a true 
man’s life; if ho is religious, ho must consider equally 
the development of his body and of his mind—conscious 
that ho cannot fulfil the will of his Father without a 
healthy development of his physical frame. Thus the 
religion of man commences with his body, perhaps sel­
fishly, for his mind cannot work harmoniously uuloss his 
physical organisation be free from pain and derangement. 
His religious naturo is also his intellectual; ho must be 
wise, thoughtful, as a religious man, bring into action 
the whole of his reasoning faculties, weighing all matter 
that is presented to his judgment, keeping his feelings 
within their proper bounds, and with him love will be 
from himself to the whole universe—free and open, 
having no limits—universal. This religious principle 
pervades the whole human family—the whole family of 
the universe; it is the grand principle which produces 
harmony and supremo love in the advanced spliores ;— 
but love,—-the affections generally recognised as the re­
ligious principle on earth—would never be productive of 
harmony in' the spheres, or even rise to that condition 
whichyoudenominatethereligiousprinciplesofyour being.

But you will say this religion appears to be purely 
selfish, and wh,at good effect cay it have on society ? I f  
you wish to take the mote from the eye of your brother, 
you must commence by taking the beam from your own : 
a true knowledge of your own nature, and of its harmo- 
niouS' development is necessary before you can be of 
practical service to another. Everyone of you that live 
and act out harmoniously your religious nature cast from 
yourselves a light and influence like seed that is sown, 
which must germinate and bring forth fruit.

The work of Spiritualism must not be confined to the 
development of, the religious in man. You have only to

look around to see that the errors of civilisation are vast 
in number, and far reaching. I t  would seem almost a 
labour of despair to attempt to remove the thick darkness 
of the land, or to root up the weeds of social life; the 
human framework has become so completely disorganised 
by the false habits and diseases of society that thero are 
few indeed who stand as a representation of the harmo­
niously developed man.

How then shall you proceed to grapple with those 
difficulties, and is it wise, is it a duty of Spiritualists to 
engage in their subjoction ? Wo contena that it is— 
that every true man is under an obligation to perform 
his part in the reforms of his ago. lie  is placed in a 
position of trust; he is an agent, as it were, developed in 
order that he may assist in the continued development 
of the world of which ho is a part; upon its development 
depends much of his own happiness, and it is upon earth’s 
most advanced children that this duty falls most heavily. 
Those who possess most light are bound, by their own 
gifts, to help and instruct those who are less favoured. 
Social evils—diseases of society—are like cancers, that 
eat deeply into the vitals, and cease not to grow towards 
their deadly end. But like cancers of the body, also, 
when their causes aro known, and when all the forces na­
turo provides are brought into action, they may be subdued.

But, you may ask, where shall you commence? Thoso 
of you who are advanced in years will act as watchmen, 
and when you discover the enemy within the camp, you 
will do your part in giving the alarm. Upon those who 
are capable will rest the heavier duties, for the whole 
social edifice must fall—its very foundations must bo 
raised, and the new and better life of mortal man must 
spring from its dust. The children now unborn, the vory 
young, the rising generation, are tho materials upon 
which you must work—that they may bo instructed, not 
in the theories of tho past, but in the knowledge of thoir 
own natures, and that they may bo made to feel that 
thero is but one guide given that will not deceive—that 
thoy may listen to none other, be led by none other but 
th eir  reason. Never attempt to implant in their minds 
ideas they cannot understand—that are either too much 
for their limited faculties, or untrue or contradictory in 
themselves—not even for policies’ sake; and let them 
bond to nothing that is not pure, noble, and true. One 
child trained thus, and assisted to unfold itself in har­
mony with the nature of its own living, will provo of 
more service in the cause of progress than a thousand 
that have been taught to rely for their guidance upon 
theories, upon the authority of the past—that havo no 
mental stage of their own upon which to rest, men who 
look to leaders, whether they be in the political or reli­
gious world, are unsafe and unsuitable as trainers of the 
coming generation: they must be self-reliant and un­
selfish.

There are many minor matters of reform in which you 
should all be active, and may all bo useful, and these 
will suggest themselves to you as you move 
through life. Help extended to the mental and physical 
wants of an individual brother will accomplish much, and 
will perhaps bear more certain and rewarding fruite 
than efforts directed to society generally, yet you should 
take part in associations that have for their object the 
elevation of man. We will allude, for instance, to those 
that seek to adjust the difficulties which surround the 
subject of unjust and excessive labor—not by angry 
agitation or compulsion, but hy showing men who aro 
capable of seeing that those they combat with must be 
reached by the harmonious development of mind over 
matter. " . . . .

Thus may the actions of your life assert the divinity 
of your impulses, while the work of God which you are 
engaged in will be reflected upon your own souls— 
building them up in brightness ana -perfection.

NOTICE TO SUBSCBIBERS.
The fourth volume of the H arbin g er  commences wit 

next number. Countaw subscribers are informed that in 
consequence of the reduction in the Newspaper P03t®8. 
rate, the subscription including postage to any par« 
Victoria, will be five shillings and sixpence. N6M* 
bouring Colonies and Great Britain six shillings, payaD 
in advance.



T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T . 4 7 9

DE. BROM BY'S LECTUEE.

A
Dr. Bromby has been stirring the mind of some 

intellectual regions hereabouts by a lecture on “ Time 
and its Earliest Records,” which has been the subject 
of much animadversion from private correspondents of 
the press.

It  was a good scholarly lecture, not profoundly 
original nor glowingly eloquent, delivered in Temperance 
Hall, on the 7th July. The point which has chiefly 
drawn out the critics is the reproduction of an old idea 
that the astonishing ages of the Biblical patriarchs 
should be considered as really counted by what we call 
months instead of years. This slight change would, as 
Dr. Bromby points out, make Adam 75 years; Seth 73 ; 
Mcthusaleh, the oldest 7 8 ; Enoch not quite 28 at 
death.

Two sufficient answers are given, by the correspond­
ents, from the pages of the authoritative book.

One communication, signed G. W. B. refers us to the 
v n  and v i i i  of Genesis, where the commencement of 
the Deluge is asBignod to the seventeenth day of the 
second month of the six hundreth year of Noah's life, 
and its subsidence to the first day of the first month of 
the six hundred and first year of the same, “ and by 
totting up the number of days assigned to the several 
months durmg which the calamity lasted, it will be 
perceived that that year consisted of some 300 days 
more or less, and was therefore not a mouth, but a real 
year.”

Another, “ Enquirer" points out that by the Doctor's 
method of interpretation Jared's father Mahalalect, 
would have been about five years old when his son 
Jared was bora.

Besides these answers, a good deal of carping aud 
vexatious criticism has been flung at the Doctor for 
hie theory, and for his admission that Noah's ark must 
have been ridiculously insufficient for tho purposes it 
was to accomplish.

Another correspondent “ Banley” brings to the notice 
of the public a theory which probably to many of our 
readers will be new, and in support of which he quotes 
many known facts. It  is that “ the earth is a living 
organism of gradual and perpetual growth,” and that, 
with its growth, its orbit is enlarging. Thus in ancient 
times the years were much shorter than at present.

How this statement can bo made to tally with the 
nebular hypothesis, so commonly held by geologists and 
astronomers, which suppose the earth to have once been 
a very much larger globe than at present, aud to have

Cwn smaller by cooling, “ Eanley" does not explain, 
• his theory is at least interesting from its novelty. 

For our own part we take both of Dr. Bromby’8 
statements as instances of that remarkable change «f 
opinion which is taking place everywhere, even in the 
minds of clergymen, as to the manner in which the 
Bible iB to be reviewed.
• It  is not so very long ago the “ The Bible says so” 

was sufficient proof of anything. Now even Doctors of 
Divinity know that they must give a plausible 
explanation or resign the passage as an “ interpolation” 
“a legend” Ac.

With this view, the most interesting part to us 
of Doctor Bromby’s lecture is that in which, even while 
avowing his full acceptance of the Bible as an inspired 
book, he yet admits " I t  taught neither art, nor science, 
nor did it communicate any information which could 
not be obtained through ordinary human channels • • 
In its human aspect it is the literature of the Israelites, 
and, like the literature of every other people, it has 
exactly the same, elements.” These are the admissions 
of one who has been brought, with how much inward 
itrnggle and suffering we cannot judge, to see that the 
old blind faith, of half a century ago, is no longer 
tenable.

Beyond this claim to our kindly consideration we do 
not attach much importance to this or any other of Dr. 
Bromby’s vagaries. They are not of a nature to exert 
much influence over any but minds crippled by theologi- 
cal study. May the number of these ever grow less !

EREOES IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE.
B T  PBO P. J .  E .  B tX IL A N A Jt, M .D .

Tiie reasoning faculties are most especially noglected 
in all the prevalent systems of education ; and yet the 
results of their direct cultivation are far nobler than 
anything that results from merely literary culturo, or 
from filling the storehouse of memory with tho intellec­
tual matter called learning. In tho moBt persistent 
effort to give tho reasoning faculties their duo promin­
ence in education by a Socratic method of teaching, an 
original and philanthropic teacher in London has suc­
ceeded in rendering some of the raggod boys of the 
streets more proficient in political economy than the 
average mass of English legislators.

There must in time be a system of rational education, 
which, among its other merits, will develop thoso reason­
ing and creative powers of the mind, by which all our 
progress has heretofore been effected. " At present no 
such culture is embraced in even Hie ideal* of education. 
Tho power of truthful reasoning requires an elimination 
of all disturbing influences—a moral as well as intellec­
tual discipline, which destroys all prepossession or bias, 
and leaves the reasoning power as nicely poised to weigh 
the balance of evidence as the scales of the analytic 
chemist.

Such reasoning is seldom found. In politics, initheo- 
logy, in history, in literature generally, it is alniost 
unknown. Even in those strongly argumentative essays 
which rivet our attention by their force of statement 
and ingenuity of deduction, we recognise rather tho 
strength and plausibility of the bewildering advocate 
arguing to a foregone conclusion, tlinn the clearness, tho 
candor and simplicity of the true philosopher, who has 
looked to every source of information and given to overy 
fact its proper relative importance.

To the popular mind the lucid truth, briefly and sim­
ply addressed by the highest order of intellect, is far less 
impressive and imposing than the very learned, elaborate 
and ingenious arguments by which minds of a lower 
order, but of greater ambition and animal force, over­
whelm and impress tho astonished reader, only to leavo 
him confirmed in falsehood or lost in doubt.

There is, however, one department of human activity 
in which the majestic sway of Reason is acknowledged, 
and from which every rebel and rioter is expelled—from 
which passion and selfish partisanship are driven out 
when reoogni/.od, and tho disorderly power of imagina­
tion is generally though not always kept undor rigid 
discipline. That department is P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e  ; and 
from her stronghold in this department the sway of 
Reason must ere long extend into the more lawless 
regions of moral and social seienco.

I do not mean to say that all scientists are true phil­
osophers—far from it. But in the domain of science tho 
authority of Reason has by tho slow progress of 
many centuries become firmly established, and scientists 
in general, by their devotion to science, become p r o  
tanto philosophic or at least logical. And although this 
discipline does not entirely removo the vicious effects of 
an irrational education, or of congenital imperfection, it 
so far overcomes these evils, that scientists as a class 
aro conceded to bo tho only class of tho community from 
whom we can expect a rational aud thorough investiga­
tion of any of tho great problems of sociology and gov­
ernment.

Such being the case, it is obvious that the influence of 
tho scientific mind and of scientific research upon tho 
controlling powers of society must be greater and greater 
as tho world progresses, and the time must como wlion 
Reason shall dominate over all realms of human thought, 
and influence if  not control all human action.

But while scientists are eminently the rational class 
of society—they aro not necessarily philosophers, for 
philosophy embraces all sciences and tlioir relations, and 
is not to be found in the circumscribed domains of 
purely physical science.

Such is the imperfection of human nature, that when 
we become thoroughly familiar with any department of 
knowledge, we cannot readily enter into sympathy with 
another department in which new facts, new relations, 
and new principles are found. As tho mature English- 

, man in studying French, or the mature Frenchman in
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n uiring English, necessarily begins by making many 
icrouB blunders, and pérhaps never fully acquires all 

the idioms and peculiarities of pronunciation, so we ob­
serve that the devotees of any science seldom succeed 
at first in transferring their inquiries to departments 
very remote from their own. They are not aware of the 
new principles and new data which are familiar to ex­
perts in that department, nor can they conceive the 
necessity of the new methods of reasoning to which they 
have not been accustomed. Hence, with all honesty and 
earnestness ol purpose, their best efforts are ludicrous 
failures. The Englishman who persists in speaking 
French with the tones and idioms of his own language 
is an amusing spectacle to Fronehmen, though the rid­
iculousness of the proceeding may be entirely impercep­
tible to his countrymen, who know no language but their 
own. In like manner the experts in psychological 
science cannot but be greatly amused at the clumsy 
efforts of certain scientists (Faraday and Tyndall) to 
discuss or dogmatize upon psychological subjects with 
far less knowledge of the matter than the Englishman 
possesses of French who has just learned to pronounce 
the French alphabet. To the multitude, howover, who 
have some smattering of physical science, but no know­
ledge of psychology, the professor is by no means a 
ludicrous figure even in tbc coarsest exhibition of his 
ignorance of matters which ho has not investigated.

The moral difficulty in such cases is the lack of proper 
modesty on the part of the scientist—an ovor-wcening 
idea of the all-embracing character of his own depart­
ment and of his own ability as the expounder of one 
science to dogmatize upon another without regard to 
the accumulated knowledge of experts who are already 
familiar with that department.

In this, however, the scientist is no greater offender 
than others against the dictates of modesty and true 
philosophy. Ho but imitates on a smaller scale the 
arrogance of theologians who have dogmatized in sci­
ence without comprehension or faithful study of its 
principles. The error of the theologian or metaphysician 
consists in applying to physical sciences the irrelevant 
conceptions derived from another, and perhaps higher, 
department of knowledge or speculation. But the error 
of the scientist consists in applying to Biology and Psy­
chology uttertg irrelevant notions, derived from Dynam­
ics and Chemistry, to the disregard of the relevant 
Biological and Psychological facts.

The limits assigned to this essay forbid a reference to 
the numerous instances of this violation of the spirit of 
Philosophy—which constitute a large part of the history 
of Physiology and Psychology. I n the former the strug­
gles of rational physiology against absurd mechanical 
and chemical hypotheses are recorded in several thous­
and volumes which are gradually sinking into oblivion. 
But the struggle is still going on. Vitalism is still as­
sailed by the devotees of chemistry and mechanics, in a 
resolute effort to reduce the phenomena of life to purely 
mechanical and chemical laws, and thereby destroy the 
substantive existence of mind—in other words to ignore 
the factB of vital science and transfer the formulas and 
principles of physical science to facts in a higher realm, 
to which they have, no application.

To assert that matter and motion constitute mind is 
too flagrant an absurdity to be openly advocated at pre­
sent. But all systems that ignore mind as a positive 
entity are compelled by a thorough analysis to disclose 
as their basic principle the proposition that motion is 
mind.

A t present the fofm in which this proposition is dis­
guised is that of a correlation between caloric and mind. 
I t  is no better evasion of the reductio a d  absurdum  than 
any other mechanical hypothesis, but it suits the present 
mood of some few physiological inquirers, and the pre­
sent fashions of science and sciolism, which tolerate any 
crude mechanical theory of life, but forbid all examina- 
tion of those facts of cerebral and psychological science 
which are grandly wonderful because they embrace the 
mysteries of life.

To prove that a man is a mere machine, the power of 
which may be calculated like that of a steam-engine by 
the amount of fuel .burnt, and that heat is mysteriously 
transformed into force in the muscles, and into thought

in the brain, seems to be the highest aim of some snecn 
lative physiologists, ltigidly logical as they are in thn 
statement of facts and repetition of experiments thev 
become wildly speculative when their mechanical theory 
of life is concerned. "

A. late writer in the R evue des D eux Mondes (F. paD 
illon) states very clearly the mechanical theory -4» 
follows: '

"  F r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e l n t i o n  b e t w e e n  h e a t  m  a 

m o t i o n ,  t h e  l i v i n g  b e i n g  m a y  t h u s  b e  c o m p a r e d  t o  a n  in a n im a t e  
m o t o r ,  n s  a  s t e a m - e n g i n e .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  h e a t  i s  e n g e n d e r e d  b j  
c o m b u s t i o n  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  m e c h a n i c a l  w o r k  b y  a  s y s t e n  
o f  o r g a n s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o m p l e x .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  i t  i s  a t  f i r s t  i n ”!  
s t a t e  o f  t e n s i o n ,  a n d  y i e l d s  m o t i o n  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  i t  i s  d e m a n d e d  
f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  w o r k .  O n l y  t h e  l i v i n g  b e i n g  i s  th e  
f a r  m o r e  p e r f e c t  m a c h i n e .  W h i l e  t h e  b e e t  m a d e  s t e a m - e n g in e s  
u t i l i z e  o n l y  1 2 - l O O t b s  o f  t h e  d i s p o s a b l e  f o r c e ,  t h e  m u s c u l a r  sy ste m  
o f  m a n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i m  a c c o u n t s  f o r  1 8 - 1 0 0 t h s .  O n  t h e  o th e r  

h a n d  t h e  a n i m a t e d  m o t o r  h a s  t h i s  p e c u l i a r i t y — t h a t  i t s  B o u rc e  o f 

h e a t  a n d  i t s  m e c h a n i c s ' !  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  c o m m in g le d -  
t h a t  i t s  h e a t  i s  p i o d u c e d  b y  o r g a n s  i n  m o t i o n ,  . w i t h  a  s o r t  o f  g e n ' 
e r a l  d i f f u s i o n  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  m a c h i n e  i t s e l f  b e c o m e s  i n  t u r n  t r a n s ­
f o r m e d  w i t h i n  i t s e l f  i n t o  h e a t ;  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  c o m p l i c a t i o n ,  o f  
w h i c h  s c i e n c e  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  u n r a v e l i n g  t h e  s i m p l e  la w s  o n ly  
b y  d i n t  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  e f f o r t s  n n d  r e s o u r c e s  p h y s i c s ,  c h e m i s t r y  nnd 
b i o l o g y .

"  A s  s o m e  p h y s i o l o g i s t s  h o l d ,  h e a t  m u s t  n o t  o n l y  b e  t h e  so u r ce  
o f  m o t i o n  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  b u t  m u s t  a l s o  u n d e r g o  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  
i n t o  n e r v o u s  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n  m u s t  
b e  a  l a l i o r ,  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  biceps. M ind its e lf should be 
regarded  a s  engendered by  heat.  L a t e  e x p e r i m e n t s  b y  V a le n t in ,  
L o m b a r d ,  B y a s s o n .  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  S c h i f f ,  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  p r o v e , i t  
i s  t h o u g h t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p i o p o r t i o n a l  a n d  c o n s t a n t  r e l a t i o n  b e ­
t w e e n  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  n e r v o u s  f u n c t i o n s  n n d  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  p a r ts  
i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  e f f e c t e d .  G a v a r r c t  b o l d l y  c o n c l u d e s  f r o m  h is  
r e s e a r c h e s  t h a t  h e a t  h a s  t h e  s a m e  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s te m  
t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  t h e  m u s c u l a r  s y s t e m  ; o n l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  m u s­
c l e s ,  t h e  f o r c e  p r o d u c e d  e x h i b i t s  i t s e l f  e x t e r n a l l y  b y  v i s i b l e  p h e n o ­
m e n a ,  w h i l e  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e  n e r v e s  i t  i s  e x h a u s t e d  i n t e r n a l l y  in  
p r o f o u n d  m o l e c u l a r  a c t i o n ,  w h i c h  e l u d e s  a n y  e x a c t  m e a s u r e m e n t .  
A  g i v e n  s u m  o f  h e n t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  tliU B  b e  o n  
o n e  s i d e  a  m e c h a n i c a l  e q u i v a l e n t  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
e q u i v a l e n t .  G a v a r r o t ,  w h o  i s  a  c a u t i o u s  savant,  a n d  t r u e  t o  e x ­
p e r i m e n t a l  m e t h o d s ,  d o u b t l e s s  d o e s  n o t  g o  s o  f a r  a s  t o  m a in ta in  
t h a t  thought a n d  fe e l in g  can  be estim ated  in  heat units. H e  e v e n  
a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o m m o n  m e a s u r e  b e t w e e n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  nnd 
h e a t ; b u t  l e s s  t i m i d  p h y s i o l o g i s t s  a r e  n o t  w a n t i n g  w h o  reduce 
every k in d  o f  v ita l  m an ifesta tion  to  th e  strict lares o f  thermo­
dynam ics.

M. Pap illon himself rejects these errors without any 
very definite reason, but as they embody as flagrant 
blunders in biology as the Englishman over made in his 
first efforts at French, it is worth while to demolish 
such speculations and to teach such speculators that 
they cannot reduce the science of life to the science of 
dynamics. Indeed this kind of sciolism is bo wide-spread 
and fashionable at present, it will require no small 
amount of labor in the diffusion of biological information 
to arrest its pernicious influence.

The analogy stated between man and the steam-engine 
is utterly delusive. In the engine, heat directly pro­
duces motion and is consumed in producing it  The 
amount of power is just in proportion to the amount of 
heat. In man, heat never directly produces movement 
at all. On the contrary, heat relaxes the muscles and 
directly tends to the destruction of muscular power, 
while cold gives tone to the muscular system. Hot 
climates give the ascendency to the nervous system, at 
the expense of the muscular (the two being antagonistic 
in their vital relations), while cold climates benumb the 
nervous system and give predominance to muscular 
power.

I f  heat were consumed in producing muscular motion, 
exercise would have a cooling  influence, whereas it in­
variably and immediately increases the amount of heat. 
I f  the dynamic theory were true a patient in fever would 
speedily be cooled by sotting him to work to consume a 
portion of his heat in muscular exertion; but no mecha­
nical theorist is insane enough to propose such a remedy 
for fever or for excessive heat.

There is n ot a  p a r t ic le  o f  evidence that heat is consu­
med in producing muscular force. The. consumption ot 
caloric, or rather the demand for it, is proportioned to 
its expenditure by radiation and conduction. In  a 00 
climate, or with scanty clothing, more rich food is r 
quired to produce caloric by its combustion in the boay. 
In  a climate at the temperature of 96° to 99° no calon 
is expended by conduction or radiation, and little iooa 
is needed to generate heat—hence the appetite declm ,
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j  if  the calo ric  w e re  n o t  ca rrie d  off rapidly by perspi- 

wtion and th e  e x h a la tio n s  from  th e  lungs, th e  appetite  
would u tterly  fail. H e n ce  in a  h o t c lim ate  perspiration  
is neckssary to  h ealth  and life. I f  i t  be suppressed when 
we are  exposed to  th e  sun a su n stro k e  is  a lm o st certain  
to ensue.

Caloric in th e  an im al body is like w ater,— it furnishes 
the necessary co n d itio n s o f  softness a n d  fluidity for 
chemical and vital a c tio n , and th e y  a r e  con tin u ally  re­
generated o r  tak en  in to  su p p ly  th e  losses b y exhalation  
and conduction. T h e y  furnish  m ech an ical and chem ical 
conditions, b u t n o th in g  m ore , an d  m igh t be properly  
compared to  th e  lu b rican ts  o f  th e  steam -engine.

Vital force is g e n e ra te d  in th e  n ervous system , and 
this simple e le m e n ta ry  tru th  in p h ysiology is grossly  
disregarded by th e  m ech an ical sp ecu la to rs. T he source  
of that vital fo rce  is  th e  re a ctio n  co n tin u ally  in progress  
in a liquid m edium  b etw een  th e  red  globu les o f  the  
blood (th e  ca rr ie rs  o f  o x y g e n ) and th e  ganglion globules 
of the cereb ro-spin al and! sy m p ath etic  sy stem s. T h is is 
the ultim ate fa te  o f  hu m an life a t  p resen t.

The nerve-cell has i ts  ow n a ttrib u te s , acco rd in g  to  its 
location, form , and invisible p ecu liarities  o f  s tru c tu re  : 
in its vital ac tio n , w h ich  is both psych ological and ph y­
siological, th e  invisible sp irit pow er, which w e know  in 
ourselves by con sciou sn ess, p a rticip a te s , acco rd in g  to  
laws which have h ere to fo re  eluded hu m an research . 
That the a ctiv ity  o f  th e  vita l processes in th o u g h t should  
sometimes be asso ciated  w ith an  exh alatio n  o f  tem p era­
ture does n o t in d ica te  th e  te m p e ra tu re  as  th e ir  cau se , 
any m ore th a n  an  occasion al te a r  w ould p rove th a t the  
brain is a  m ach in e p rop elled  by w ater. I t  is n o t tru e  
that th ere  is an y  p ro p o rtio n  betw een m ental actio n  and  
calorification ; m an y o f  o u r  facu lties, esp ecially  th ose o f  
a generous and e n e rg e tic  c h a ra c te r , prod uce an  in crease  
of heat, b u t o th e rs , esp ecially  su ch  as  fear and an xiety , 
have a decidedly ch illin g  effect— th e  effects in each  case  
being prod u ced  by th e ir  co n tro llin g  pow er ov er th e  
nerves and circu la tio n .

The an alogy  to  th e  steam -en g in o  u tte r ly  fails when  
examined. T h e  am o u n t o f  fu el d eterm in es th e  pow er o f  
the steam -engine, b u t th e  a m o u n t o f  food does n o t de­
term ine e ith e r  th e  m en tal o r  ph ysical pow er o f th e  m an. 
Food does n o t d irectly  m ake po w er— it  sim ply rep airs  
waste o f tissu e, and th e  m o s t p e rfe ct and p o w erfu l speci­
mens o f h u m an ity  a r e  th o se  m en  o f  h ero ic  m ould in 
whom th e  tissu es  a r e  m o st highly v italized , to u gh , 
healthy an d  h a rd y , in w hom  th e  w aste  o r  disin teg ration  
is a t  i ts  m inim u m , and th e  dem and fo r  food is m oderate. 
Such m en as K ossuth, w ho, u n d er th e  te rrib le  e x c ite ­
m ent o f  th e  H u n g a ria n  revolu tio n , a te  b u t o n e  m eal a  
day, are  in fin itely  m o re  efficien t th a n  th e  g lu tto n s  who 
gorge th em selves fo u r tim es in th e  tw en ty -fo u r hours. 
I  have n ev er seen  a n y  h u m an  being in w hom  th e  brain  
had such an  in te n s ity  o f  a c tio n  as in K ossu th .

The tr u th  is  , fo o d  is  n o t a  criterio n  o f  po w er, b u t ra th e r  
o f w eakness. I t  is  th e  p atch w o rk  o f  life, and he who is 
w eakest needs th e  m o st fre q u e n t p atch in g  and repairin g. 
The in fan t m u st b e  fed often — b u t th e  p o w er o f  abstin­
ence in creases  a s  th e  co n stitu tio n  m a tu re s , a n d  reach es  
its m axim um  in  th e  hero.

T he steam -en g in e furn ish es n o  p ro p er an alo g y  to  life. 
The only p h y sical illu stra tio n  applicable w ill be found  
in fire and flam e, w h ich , like th e  an im al, a r e  supported  
by th e  atm o sp h ere , an d  w h ich  d e stro y  th e  m ateria l used, 
giving off h e a t  an d  lig h t from  th e  fire a n d  flame, as  the  
living body d isp lays life and m ind.

T he an alogy  in th is  case  is  close— a ll life  is  m aintained, 
like fire an d  flam e, b y  th e  o x y g e n  o f  th e  atm osp h ere, in 
which is  a  boun dless m agazin e o f  im ponderables, th a t  
M e lib era ted  in  com b u stion  o r  oxidation-, and becom e  
th e  m otive p o w ers o f  life. T h e  su b tle r  form s o f  th ese  
im ponderables h a v e  n o t  y e t  b een  g rasp ed  o r  analyzed by  
science.

T h e  h eat-m ach in e  th e o ry  o f  life, w h ich  h a rd ly  deserves  
¿ s c ie n t i f i c  re fu ta tio n , a s  i t  com es chiefly from  m ere  
chem ists w ho a r e  n o t  ph ysiologists, o r  from  sciolists who 
delight in  ea sy  h y p o th eses , is  e n tire ly  in com p atib le w ith  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  v ita l p ro ce sse s  evolve in stead  o f  consum ing  
heat. T h e  m u scle  is  h e a te d  b y  co n tra c tio n  a n d  th e  head  
is  sfightly^ w arm ed  b y  s tu d y  o r  b y  activ e  em otion.

T h ere  is  n o  ev id en ce  o f  a n y  consu m p tion  o f  h e a t b y

vital processes. T he to ta l prod uction  o f  calo ric  b y com ­
bustion in th e  body is needed to  keep it  w arm  and  
supply th e  I o b s  o f h eat by exh alatio n , con d u ction  and  
radiation.

The usual allow ance o f  farin aceous and nitrogen ous  
food for m en in public in stitu tio n s (p risons, asylum s, 
and barrack s, in En glan d and th e  U n ited  S ta te s ) gives  
U3 a fa ir  basis for calcu latin g  th e  am oun t o f  h e a t th a t  
can possibly be produced in th e  hum an body. T h e  com ­
bustion o f  th e  carbon and hydrogen in th is  food, a f te r  
m aking prop er deductions for loss by u re a  and fiecal 
m atter , would furnish from  ten  to  tw elve thousand un it*  
o f  heat daily ; tw elve thousand m ight be assum ed as a  
fair estim ate for persons activ e and well fed, in th e  
prim e o f  life. O f  th is it requires ab o u t five thousand  
un its to  supply the loss o f  h e a t by tran sp iratio n  o f  w at­
e ry  vap or from  th e  skin and lungs, leaving on ly  seven  
thousand u n its  to  m aintain  th e  h eat o f  th e  body in a  
cold er m edium , and to  h eat th e  3 6 0  cubic fee t o f  co ld  
a ir  which a re  passed th ro u g h  th e  lungs in 2 4  hours.

This estim ate  is sustain ed by experim ental researches. 
A cco rd in g  to  A n d ral and G av arret, th e  averago pulm on­
ary  exhalation  o f  carbon by an ad u lt is 8  ou n ces tro y , 
which corresponds to  th e  production o f  9 ,3 3 3  un its o f  
ca lo ric ,— ab o u t 2 )  p er cen t, additional, acco rd in g  to  
Prof. Seh arling, rep resen ts  th e  carbon b u rn t and e x ­
haled th ro u gh  the skin,— m aking a  to tal o f  9 ,5 6 6  un its, 
to  which we m ay add th e  calorific pow er o f  th e  h y d ro­
gen b u rn t and discharged as  w ater (in  addition to  th a t  
which com bines w ith th e  nitrogen and oxy gen  o f  th e  
food ), which increases by fifteen p er ce n t, th e  to ta l  
calorification , m aking 1 0 ,9 6 6  units, on e-h alf o f  which  
is carried  off in w atery  vapor from th e  skin and lungs.

M oreover, as  i t  is estim ated  th a t n itrogen  equal in 
am o u n t to  l-7 5 th s  o f  th e  oxygon consum ed is regu larly  
exh aled , th e  conversion of th e  solid n itrogen  o f  th e  food 
in to  th e  gaseous form  is a n o th er p rocess for th e  co n ­
sum ption o f  heat.

T h a t th e  solo purpose o f  th e  evolution o f  ca lo ric  in 
th e  body is  to  m aintain its tem p eratu re  is shown by th e  
fact th a t th e  com bustion o f  carb on  and evolution o f  h eat 
a r e  s tr ic tly  prop ortion ed to  tho coldness o f th e  m edium  
in which w e live, and ou r conseq uent loss o f  h eat. A  
v e ry  sm all am o u n t o f  u n stim ulating food su stain s lifo in  
trop ical clim ates— b u t larg e  am ou n ts o f th o  rich est food 
a re  required  to  su stain  th e  vita l com bustion in a rctic  
clim ates. A t  th o  w in try  tem p eratu re  o f 3 2°, anim als 
evolve from  tw o to  th re e  tim es as m uch calo ric  (a s  shown  
by th e  exh alatio n  o f  carb on ic acid ) as a t  a  high sum m er  
tem p eratu re . T h is show s how larg e  an  am oun t o f  h eat 
passes off from  th e  su rface o f  th e  body into th e  atm os­
p h ere, fo r  in w in ter tho tran sp iratio n  o f  m o istu re  from  
th e  skin is  a t  its  m inim um .

T h e  hum an con stitu tion  m igh t as well bo com pared to  
a  m ach in e prop elled  by w ater as to  a  h e a t engine. 
W alter and ca lo ric  a re  equ ally n ecessary  and answ er  
sim ilar p u rp oses in m aintaining th e  tissu es  in th e  s ta te  
w h ich  ad m its  o f  chem ical and vital actio n . W a t e r  and  
calo ric  a r e  la rg e ly  g en erated  in th e  body, in th e  oxida­
tio n  o f  h y d rogen , and serve alike to  m aintain th e  tissues  
in  an  a c tiv e  s ta te  while retain ed , u n til th e y  a r e  d isch ar­
ged  in to  th e  air, going m ainly to g e th e r  in th e ir  disch arge  
as  w a te ry  vapor.

T h e  cu rre n cy  o f th ese  fanciful h y p oth eses o f  life 
show s how li ttle  is  know n by th e  ed u cated  classes  gene­
ra lly  o f  B io lo g y  and P sych olog y. T h e  m idnight dark­
n ess w h ich  in vests th o  scien ce o f  th e  brain  in ou r  
colleges, and th e  p revalen t ig n o ran ce  o f  su ch  sub jects

F ig u ie r ’t  --------------  .
a n tly  sup erficial tre a tis e  on  “  L ife  in  N a tu re ,”  w h ich  
has ev en  w on th e  com m endation o f  P ro fe s so r  T o u m a n s’  
“  P o p u la r  S cien ce  M o n th ly ,”  b y  i ts  p leasin g  s ty le , and 
has been g re a tly  bep raised  by th e  u n scientific l i te ra r y  
p eriodicals.

M r . H in to n , who w rites m o re  lik e  a  lib eral sp ecu lativ e  
c lerg y m an  th an  a  p h ysiologist o r  scien tist, devotes him ­
se lf to  show ing, n o t  b y a n y  decisive fa c ts  o r  exp erim en ts, 
b u t b y  plausib le  analogies a n d  vigorou s d eclam atio n , 
th a t  th e  actio n s o f  life  a r e  m e re ly  a  p ro cess  o f  decompo­
s it io n ; th a t  th e  d ecom p osition  o f  a  m u scle  causes i ts



482 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

c o n tra c tio n  ; and th e  decom position o f  th e  brain evolves 
th o u g h t. 8 u c h  h yp oth eses, ingeniously p resen ted , m igh t 
g r e a tly  in te re s t th e  m ass o f  un scientific read ers, b u t 
am o n g  w ell-ed ucated  m edical m en w ould hardly  be 
h o n ored  w ith a  seriou s refu tatio n .

T h e  scien ce  o f  life is a  very  tem p tin g  su b je ct to  sp e c­
u la to rs  w ho, w ith o u t m akin g a  single exp erim en t or  
co n trib u tin g  a  single new fact, a re  willing to  furnish the  
w orld w ith hypotheses to  solve ev ery  m ystery .

L o t  i t  be u n d erstood , how ever, th a t  B iological and  
P sy ch o lo g ical scien ces a r e  cu ltivated  fields, and n o t a  
v a ca n t b ord er-land th rou gh  which every  Q u ix o tic  adven­
tu r e r  from  th e  ad jacen t realm s o f  ch em istry  and m eta­
ph ysics can  rid e a t  p leasu re  upon no b e tte r  steed  th an  
a  lean and starv elin g  hypothesis.

R E C L A I M E D .

(C o nclud ed .)
N ow , M a ry , said th e  sp irit, y o u  have kindly listen ed  

to  th e  s to ry  o f  m y sh o rt and sinful life, and y o u  know  
som ething o f  th e  p aren tag e  o f  th e  d e a r child  y o u  now  
sh e lte r  u n d er y o u r  roof. Y o u  took him in to  y o u r house  
th in k in g  him  to  be e ith e r  a forsaken o r  a  lo s t child , and  
so  f a r  as  th e  w orld is con cern ed  he is  “ lo st ,” b u t in a  
t r u e r  and a  d eep er sen se he is n o t lo st ; G od has alw ays  
ta k e n  care  o f  him. and by his m o th e r he has lo n g  since  
been “ R eclaim ed .”

I  never leave him , M a ry , and so  lo n g  as  he n eed s th e  
love, care , and gu ard iansh ip  o f  a  m o th er, n ev er shall.

So spoko th e  d ep arted  m o th er o f  p o o r ‘ ‘ G rim ."  I t  
seem ed to  m e as  i t  w ere in a  d ream , b u t so real, so 
n atu ral, th a t h o r em b race  and kiss as  she u tte re d  those  
la s t w ords w ere as  like th e  em b race  and kiss o f  m y long  
lo s t sister, I  could alm o st fan cy i t  was h e r, and e v e ry - 
th in g seem ed so  heavenly I  cou ld h ave dream ed on fo re v e r.

W h y , M ary , said m y d e a r husband, who w as stan d in g  
by th e  bedside w hen I  opened m y eyes, y o u  have s le p t it  
o u t th is  lim e : i t  seem ed to  m o y o u  n ev er m ean t to  
aw ake. I f  y o u  h ad Blept all d ay  you would n o t have 
been disturbed by m e, for you w ere so sound asleep .

O h, W illiam , how cou ld  y o u  le t m e sleep  so lo n g , it  
m u st be very la te  ; b u t I am  glad now y o u  did n o t aw ake  
m e, for 1 have seen th e  angel again.

Y o u  seemed restless  and u n w e ll .th e  e a rly  p a r t  
o f the Digbt, so I  thought sleep would do y o u  good ; you 
alw ays go off dream in g w hen y o u  a r e  n o t well.

D ream in g , W il lia m ! This seem s like som ething  
m o re th an  d re a m in g ; w h at I  have seen an d  h eard  since  
go in g  to  bed la s t n ig h t is ns real to  me as  th e  o ccu ren ces  
o f y e ste rd a y , o r  any ev en t o f  m y p ast life. I  know  now  
o f  a  su re ty  th a t  th e  p o or lo st child y o u  found in the  
sw am p and b rou gh t hom e th e  o th e r day w as le ft w hen  
an in fan t upon a  d o or-step  in M elb ou rn e, and h is m oth er  
died in san e th ro u g h  g r ie f  and sham e (p o o r th in g ), and 
th a t  th e  an gel who visited m e (a s  th e  an gel visited th e  
m o th er o f Je su s  a n d  th e  m o th e r o f  J o h n ) ,  ¡b none o th e r  
th a n  th e  sp irit o f  th e  m o th er o f  th is  p o o r boy. W illiam , 
G rim  is no lo n g er a  lo s t child , n o r  w as he lo s t  w hen you  
fou n d  h im ; his sp irit-m o th er says sh e  w as w ith him , and  
a lth o u g h  she on ce  ca s t  him  aw ay, in  h e r  ig n o ra n ce  and  
e r ro r , he is now  “ R e cla im e d " by h er. I  in ten d  to  b e  a  
m o th e r to  th a t  boy W illiam , for his an gel m o th er will 
e v e r  w atch  ov er him , a n d  if  I  n ev er see h e r  ag ain  w hile  
I  am  in th e  flesh she will m e e t m e in heaven.

I t  is now  ab o u t nine o r te n  y e a rs  s in ce  th a t  d e a r  
a n g e l visited  m e in such a  m an n er as  sh e  did on  th a t  
n ig h t. M y  husband applied to  th e  p ro p er a u th o ritie s  
fo r  perm ission to  a d o p t th e  boy, and th e y  g av e him  up  
t o  us, and w e called  him “  G rim es P lo u g h sh are .”  H e  
h a s  now  gro w n  a  fine strap p in g  y o u n g  m an , and seem s

Cu d  to  ca ll m e m o th er, a lth o u g h  he say s  h e  know s he  
a  d e a r m o th e r in th e  spirit-w orld , fo r  he h as  often  

peen a n d  con v ersed  w ith her.
D u rin g  th e  te n  y e a rs  o u r  a'dopted son h a s  b een  g ro w ­

in g  u p  g r e a t  chan ges have o ccu rre d  in  m y religious  
op inions. M y  d e a r m in ister, M r . C abyn, m ad e his  
visits  like as  th e y  s a y  angels a re , “ few  a n d  f a r  b etw een ,”  
a n d  w h en  I  b ecam e fully convinced th a t  good a n d  lovin g  
■ p irits ca m e  to  v isit m o rta ls  on  e a r th , a n d  th a t  i t  w as  
p o ssib le  fo r  th em  to  com m u n icate  w ith u s  th ro u g h  
m ed iu m s, th ro u g h  ta b le s , a n a  in m an y  o th e r  w a y s :  he  
c e a s e d  to  co m e t o  se e  m e  ag ain  a lto g e th e r, sayin g to  m e

on th e  o ccasio n  o f  his la s t  v isit th a t  I  was led astrav h* 
th e  devil, w ho h ad ap p eared  t o  m e as  an  “ an cel 
ligh t,”  and to  ju stify  h im self in  fo rsak in g  m e (who wm 
consid ered  on e o f  th e  sh eep  o f  h is  fold ) as  in obedience 
to  th e  com m an d o f  sc r ip tu re  which said, “ ye B|Jn 
com e o u t from  am o n g  th e m , and to u ch  n o t the unclean 
th in g ."  “  A n d  y e  shall have n o  dealings with the un­
fru itfu l w ork s o f  d ark n ess,”  w h ich  h e  said all applied to 
th is  seekin g a f te r  in te rco u rse  w ith  spirits, and then he 
sh u t th e  d o or. I  sh all n e v e r  fo rg e t th a t m orning, for it 
seem ed as  th o u g h  he h ad  closed  th e  door o f  heaven 
a g a in st m e and left m e o u t in th e  cold  and darkness to 
grop e m y w ay to  h eav en  as  b e s t  I  could.

F in d in g  m y se lf  a  ca sta w a y  from  th e  chu rch , I  began 
to  fear I  m igh t be e te rn a lly  lo st , th e  p artin g  words and 
th e  a n g ry  m an n er o f th e  M in is ter  o f  C h rist whom I  had 
loved and v en erated  so m u ch  g av e m e such a  tu rn  that I 
w as w eeks and w eeks re co v e rin g  from . I t  seemed to 
m e th a t  if  C h ris t’s M in isters a c te d  in such a  manner 
to w ard s m e, p erh ap s C h ris t h im self m igh t also tell me to 
d e p a rt from  him  on  th e  day o f  ju d g m e n t, and take my 
p o rtion  w ith  th e  u n believers.

A fte r  m y m en tal su fferin gs h ad continued so long 
th a t  m y d e a r hu sband feared  m y health  w as becoming 
m u ch  un derm ined (f o r  I  w as sink in g alm o st to a shadow), 
he co n su lted  w ith G rim es a s  to  w h at w ould be best to 
do w ith m e. “ I  te ll y o u  w h at i t  is , G rim e s,"  said my hus­
band, “ un less w e can do so m eth in g  w ith y o u r mother she 
will soon be in h e r  g ra v e .”

G rim es, y o u  m u st know , h ad  been p u t to a trade in 
to w n , and he h ad g o t  a cq u a in te d  w ith som e people they 
called  F re e -th in k e rs , and h e  said  h e  had heard o f  a  Mr. 
N a y le r, who lived in S te p h e n -s tre e t, whom he thought 
w ould be a b le  to  advise us. A cco rd in g ly , we all three 
w en t to  see  th is  g en tlem an , and when introduced I  
th o u g h t his v en erab le  a p p e a ra n ce  co n tras ted  strangely 
w ith th e  h etero d o x  op inions to  w h ich  h e  gave utterance.

“  Y o u  m ay d ep end upon it , M rs . P loughshare," said 
M r. N a y le r , “  th a t  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  sp irits  in an individual 
form  and th e ir  p o w er to  hold com m u nion with mortals 
is  a  d em o n strated  fa ct . A n d  w h a t is m ore, th e  clergy as 
a  body will do th e ir  b est to  p u t down inquiry into these 
th in g s, and no w onder. I f  i t  be possible for the mem­
b ers  o f  th e ir  ch u rch e s  to  hold d ire c t  in terco u rse  with the 
in h ab itan ts o f  th e  sp irit-w o rld , a n d  if  th e  information 
th ey  receiv e  from  th e ir  sp ir it frien d s is m ore in accord 
w ith reason an d  com m on  sen se  th a n  pu lp it teachings, 
w hy th e  tra d e  an d  o ccu p atio n  o f  p arso n  is  g o n e."

T h is shocked m e v e ry  m uch, as  I  had never conceived 
i t  possible fo r  th o se  h o ly  m en  ca lled  to  th e  ministry of 
th e  cro ss  to  have m e rce n a ry  m o tiv es  for holding office. 
B u t  m y husband and so n  seem ed to  th in k  w ith M r. Nay­
ler , th a t  parsons, as  m en , w e re  li ttle  b e tte r  than other 
m en , q u ite  as  selfish, a n d  as  to  th e ir  b ein g  called by God 
in a  sp ecial m an n er to  th e  w ork , th a t  w as all “ bunkum.”

W h e n  w e le ft M r. N a y le r ’s , I  foun d m y m ind much 
m o re a t  e ase  th a n  b efore , a n d  th e  re su lt  was a  thorough 
in v estig atio n  in to  th e  su b je ct o f  sp irit-in terco u rse . For 
th is  p u rp o se  a  c ir c le  w as form ed  in  o u r  ow n house, and 
o u r  d e a r boy d ev elop ed  in to  a  t r a n c e  and speaking 
m edium .

A n d  now  m y s to ry  is en d ed  ; w e a re  a  confirmed spirit­
u a lis t fam ily, v e ry  m u ch  sco rn ed  b y  th e  clergy  in our 
neighb ou rh ood , an d  v e ry  m u ch  p itied  by th e  goodly sort 
o f  n eigh b ou rs su rro u n d in g  u s  ; and th o u g h  given up as 
e te rn a lly  lo s t  to  th e  c h u rch  a n d  heav en , and led by the 
devil a t  his w ill, w e w ere  n e v e r  so h ap p y  in ou r lives.

W e  as  a  fam ily  lo o k  b a ck  w ith  g ra titu d e  to  God for 
b rin g in g  in o u r  w ay th a t  lo s t  child , a n d  for a ll th e  truth  
a n d  lo ve w hich h a s  b een  b ro u g h t to  o u r  household 
th ro u g h  him.

18 THERE A DEVIL?*
T h is p am p h let is  a  finishing to u c h  to  th e  now a ln y ^  

o b so lete  d o ctrin e  o f  a  p e rso n a l D ev il, i t  is  ably w n tT "  
an d  th e  a rg u m e n ts  lo g ica lly  co n clu siv e  to  those w 
a d m it re a so n  as  th e  te s t .  M r . T y e rm a n  concludes J  
reco m m en d in g  th o se  C h ris tian s  w ho s til l  beheve in 
D evil, t o  g e t  u p  a  p r a y e r  m e e tin g  f o r  h i»  convertutn.

•IS THERE A D EVIL! or the Scarecrow ofChrirtendom 
unmasked. J .  Tyerman, Brierly Street, Carlton. Price«*.
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C H R IS T IA N  S P I R I T U A L  C O M M U N IC A T IO N S .

Sinco ou r la s t  issue a  new  T ra n ce  M edium  has 
appeared before th e  M elb ou rn e public. T he N ew spapers  

•'ot Saturday the 14th J u n e ,  co n tain ed  th e  following 
ad v ertisem en t:—

“ Christian Spiritual Communications.”
“ The sp irit o f  J o h n  P a g a n , who w hen in th e  body,lived  

in R ochdale, E n g la n d , will th ro u g h  a  C h ristian  M edium , 
deliver a serm on, on  th e  “ D eity  and D ivin ity o f  our 
Saviour Je su s  C h r is t ,"  a t  W e b e r 's  (la te  H o ck in s) 
A ssem bly R oom  E lizab eth  S tre e t , on Sunday evening, 
th e  13th  J u ly . S erv ices  to  co m m en ce a t  seven o 'clock . 
N o collection .”

W e  atten d ed  to  w a tch  resu lts  n o t w ith ou t som e 
trepidation  as  to  th e  issue o f  th e  exp erim en t, and m ust 
confess th a t  o u r  p ro g n o stica tio n s  w ere fully verified, the  
room  was n o t on ly  w ell filled b u t overcrow ded, and a 
m ore disord erly  g a th e rin g  has n o t been w itnessed for 
some tim e in o u r  city .

O u r wov' liy frien d  M r. W .  I I .  I leg in b o th am  under  
whose au sp ices th is  le c tu re  w as given to  th e  public, had  
u n fo rtu n ately  allow ed his zeal to  overcom e his prudence, 
in ad m ittin g  in d iscrim in ately  a n  u n ru ly  m ob. I t  is tru e  
tho noisy and b o istero u s e lem en t w as in th e  m inority, 
y e t suliiciently  n u m ero u s to  cau se  a  painful exhibition  
o f indecent rio t, w o rth y  o f th e  gods’ g allery  in a 
th eatre . H a d  th e  “ tick e t s y s te m " been followed out 
different re su lts  w ould n ecessarily  have followed. W e  
noticed a  fair  sp rin k lin g  o f  a lm o st all religious p ersu a­
sions p re se n t, a m o n g st th em  w ere m any Progressive  
Sp iritu alists, w e believe a  n u m b er o f  sin cere  enq u irers  
w ere th e re , a n d  feel so rry  th a t th e y  should have been  
disappointed. T h e  M ed iu m  (M rs  H ay n er) w as soon 
en tran ced , and delivered  a  serm on presum edly from  
Jo h n  P a g a n , w hose p rog ression  d o cs n o t seem  to  have 
been very  g r e a t  in relig iou s m a tte rs , ab o u t on an 
average w ith a  m ed io cre-lo cal p reach er. H is  argu m en ts  
fell harm less in d efen ce  o f  his am bitiou s profession of  
proving th o  D iv in ity  o f  C h ris t, he m ay have possessed  
m  th e  flesh g o o d  o rd in ary  ab ilities on  th e  advocacy of  
o th er c lasses  o f  teach in g , b u t w hen he e n te rs  upon 
sacred  g ro u n d  he is com p aratively  “ a t  sea ,” n ev erth e­
less wo co rd ia lly  w ish J o h n  P ag an , G od speed in his 
end eavou rs, and hopo th a t  his re tu rn  to  earth  will n o t  
spoil his tru e  p ro g ress . H e  plainly pointed o u t th e  evil 
o f  p reach in g  th e  p o p u lar d o ctrin e  o f  som e se cts , v iz : 
E v e rla stin g  d am n ation —  ho a lso  said  th a t in fan ts are  
born w ith o u t sin — th a t  m an  is a  free  a g e n t, and th a t  he 
is a p ro g ressiv e  b ein g, th a t  sin  brin gs its ow n hell w ith  
it , th a t th e re  a r e  seven  sp h e re s , w hich in tu rn  a re  each  
divided in to  seven — th e  lo w est is a so r t o f  p u rg a to ry  o f  
Suicides an d  M u rd e re rs — th a t  th e  o th ers  a r e  on tho  
progressive sca le — in  f a c t  if  he w ould elim in ate  tho  
weak d ogm a he w as g o in g  to  p rov e on Su nd ay, he m ight 
be an  acq u isitio n  to  th e  lo n g  list o f  Sp iritu al teach ers , 
b u t holding th is  view , cram p s th o  good efforts w ithin his 
re a ch  to  c le a r  from  o u r  relig iou s atm osp h ere, th e  dark  
clouds o f  b ig o try  an d  in to leren ce . O n T h u rsd ay  the  
1 8 th , a n o th e r  le c tu re  w as ad v ertised . A dm ission by  
tick e ts  Is . and 2s. each . T h e  Beats w ere fully occupied, 
th o  sam e ro o m  w as selected , th o  au d ien ce very  quiet 
and h arm on iou s. T h e  h e a re rs  exercised  g re a t p atien ce  
in listen in g  to  M r . H eg in b o th am  fo r  h a lf  a n  h o u r, his 
“ first a p p earan ce ,”  on  th e  p la tfo rm . W e  sincerely  
w ish him  w ell in  h is  efforts to  en ligh ten  his fellow s in 
th e  m y ste rie s  o f  th e  g r e a t  u n seen , b u t w ould advise him  
t o  p u t  on  th e  m a n tle  o f  C h a rity  on  th o  n e x t occasion, 
i t  is  a  good old co v erin g  a n d  w hich m any a  p ro p h et and  
te a c h e r  has n o t  b een  ash am ed  to  w ear.

T h e  M edium  (M r s  R a y n e r )  sp ok e ab o u t one h o u r  
an d  tw e n ty  m in u tes , o n e  h o u r o f  w h ich  w e believe Jo h n  
P a g a n  u sed  f o r  h is  ow n teach in g , viz : th a t  H eav en  is 
a  p ro g ressiv e  s ta te , a n d  show ed o u r  d u ties in  th is  life in 
o rd e r  to  fit u s  fo r  th e  n e x t— th a t  o u r  frien d s w atch  ov er  
u s  daily , f o r  good— w ere  a n  im p rovem en t on  th e  
p reviou s, b u t  on  th e  follow in g S u n d ay , alth ou gh  th e  
au d ien ce  w ere  q u ie t and a tte n tiv e , th e  old theological 
th em e w as a g a in  ta k e n  u p . T h e  m y th o lo g ical s to ry  o f  
th e  fa ll o f  M a n , th e  vicariou s a to n o m eu t th e  on ly  road  
t o  H e a v e n , th e  blood o f  th e  L a m b , C h ris t th e  only ga te , 
“  B eliev e  i t  w ho m a y , den y i t  w ho d a r e !”  A c . A f te r  som e

483

instructions for te s tin g  th e  Sp irits as to  th e  soundness, 
ot th e ir  th eology, Jo h n  P ag an  left, and w as succeeded  
bv a  lem ale sp irit who gave th e  nam e o f  “  M ary  G oodall”  
she said she knew Borne who w ere p resen t, and cam e to  
te ll th em  she was happy. Jo h n  P ag an  again  to ok  
possession, and offered up a  p rayer for th o  aud ien ce, 
hoping th e y  would be reconciled  th ro u gh  th e  Son, and  
th ereb y obtain life everlastin g. F o r  o u r  ow n p arts , 
never having quarrelled with G od, we did n o t appreh end  
a  necessity for recon ciliation , and to  ju d g e  from  th e  
expression on th e  cou n ten an ces o f  th e  aud ien ce, th ere  
seemed to  be a  large m ajority in tho sam e s ta te  o f  mind. 
W e  think Jo h n  P ag an  und his friends w ould do m uch  
m ore good if they eschew ed D ogm a, and confined th em ­
selves m ore p ractically  to  sim ple C h ristian ity . I f  
doctrinal questions a re  in trodu ced it  will requiro m uch  
stro n g er a rg u m en ts  to  im press any unbeliever, and a  
b e tte r  delivery o f  th em , to  in te re st a  c ritica l audience.

F rom th e  rep o rt o f th e  C o-operative C on gress held a t  
N ew castle on T y n e in A pril last, th e  m ovem ent ap p ears  
to  ho m aking rapid p rog ress in E n glan d  and Scotland . 
F ro m  an artic le  in th e  Glasgow S entinel, wo glean th a t  
th ere  are  2 5 5  Societies in Scotland alone, and th o  n u m b er  
continu ally  in creasing . Tho num bers are  n o t given for 
E n glan d , but a re  adm ittedly in excess o f  th o se  in 
S cotlan d . T he con g ress w as attended and add ressed  by 
several m em bers o f  Parliam en t, who favor tho m ove­
m ent.

M IS S  T U R N E R  A N D  H E R  C R IT IC .

The P uohi.km of Evii,

T h is g re a t b u g-b ear o f  all tho C hristian se cts  and  
ch u rch es, was tho su b ject o f  a serm on which has 
a ttra c te d  m ore th an  ord in ary  n o tice  in M elbourne. I t  
was p reached re ce n tly , by th e  now celebrated  leinalo

Cre a d ie r , (M iss  T u rn e r) o f  tho U n itarian  A ssociation  
ere, and though it does n o t fully exp ress o u r  own 

th o u g h ts  upon tho su b ject, y e t  i t  well m erits  n o tice , 
both on a cco u n t o f  all th a t has been said ab o u t it , and  
because i t  is a  fa ir  average  exam p le o f  tho lady's sty le . 
T h o ch ief ch a ra cte ristic  o f  th a t  sty le  we apprehend to  bo 
an earn est and rem ark ab ly  successful endeavour to  draw  
forth  com forting and stren gth en in g  th ou g h ts for th e  
life tria ls  o f  to -d ay , from  all p arts  o f th o  scrip tu re , often  
from  -te x ts  one would think th e  m ost unlikely to  yield  
th em . C erta in ly  a  holy and w om anly w ork . W ho  
w ould wish h er to  keep siler.l ? O ne would suppose th a t  
even th ose who differ m ost widoly from  h er in opinion, 
would bo g lad  to  see  th e  old qu otations th a t have been  
w orn th read b are  b y prolonged efforts to  m ake th em  
en force th is o r  th a t dogm a, tu rn ed  to  such good acco u n t. 
B u t no, th e re  is a  P h arisee o f  tho Ph arisees am ong us, 
(w ritin g  for th e  “ W eekly T im es,” )  who calls  him self  
“ tho C ritic  in C h u rch " and he th ink s fa r  otherw ise. 
H o  acknow ledges to  “ a fixed prcdjudice against fem ale  
p reach ers”  y e t  ho begins his criticism s by a tte m p tin g  
to  ju d g e  o f  M iss T u rn e r 's  m erits, as  if  he did n o t rea lly  
know , th a t i t  w ould be im possible to  do ju stice  to  anyr 
one ag ain st whom th o  c r itic  had “ a  fixed prejudice. ’ 
H e  is  c learly  qu ite  incapable o f  understand ing h er, an d  
th erefo re  can see  n o m erit in her.

H e  go es to  a  U n itarian  C hu rch  and is  disgusted  to  
find n eith er in serm on , p ray ers , n o r hym ns, an y  
reco g n itio n  o f  th e  T rin ity , th e  vicariou s ato n em en t o r  
o f  justification by faith . H e  ridiculeB th e  p reach er  
b ecau se she does n o t a tta ch  to  tho w ords, 11 to  m ak e th e  
C ap tain  o f  th e ir  salvation p erfect th ro u g h  suffering,”  
th e  dogm atic m eanin g o f his school.

H e  finds fa u lt w ith h e r  low  and g en tle  voice and q u ie t 
m an n er, in which he sees no to u ch  o f  feeling. B u t  w h at  
did he e x p e c t to  see  ?  H e  leaves us in no d o u b t ab o u t  
th a t. “  H a u n tin g  A ssociatio n s o f  H y p a tia  in  th e  
adytum  o f  A lexan d ra”  h ad filled h im ; he w as dis­
appointed a t  n o t  finding “ victorious b eau ty ” an d  “ a  
su p erb  chignon .”  T h e  qu iet, cu ltu red , E n g lish  lad y  
w as n o t  to  his ta s te . B u t  seriou sly , to  an y  one who  
a cce p ts  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  a  vicariou s a to n em en t, M iss  
T u rn e r’s m o re  ra tio n a l fa ith  m u st d oub tless be 
u n p alatab le . I t  is  a  sw eet com fort to  th e  in d olen t, th a t
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so m e o n e  should w ork  fo r  th em  ;  and a  like com fort to  
o th e rs  who shrink from  pain w ith cow ardly  fear, to  
b elieve th a t  som e one has b o rn e  th e  pain in th e ir  Btead. 
M is s  T u rn e r , how ever te a ch e s  th a t  “ th e  w orld is n o t 
sav ed  b y th e  sufferings o f  one m an on ly , b u t b y th e  
sufferin gs o f  th e  race  collectively , raisin g  all from  low er  
t o  h igher lev els ."

M E . C H A E L E S  H . F O S T E R

W o  e x tr a c t  th e  follow ing in terestin g  a cco u n t of a 
S e a n ce  w ith th e  above celeb rated  m edium  from  th e  
S p ir itu a l M agazine, for M ay l a s t :—

Springfield, F e b ru a ry  1 s t, 1872 .
D e a r  D u .,— I  h av e  copied m y n otes o f  th e  first 

sea nce  w ith F o s te r , and b efore sending y o u  m o re , I  wish 
to  say  a  few  th in g s on  th e  su b ject which m ay help to  
e x p la in , in  a  m easu re , w h at as  y e t  n o one can  fully  
u n d erstan d . I n  th e  first p lace  m edia a re , as  you  
d o u b tless see  from  O w en’s books, variou s, n o t on ly  in 
d eg ree , b u t in th e  n a tu re  o f  th e ir  pow ers, o r  o f  th e  
m an ifestatio n s to  be obtained th ro u g h  th em . F o s t e r  is 
con sid ered  to  bo o n e o f th e  best, if n o t the  b e s t  te s t-  
m edium  in th is  co u n try . I  th in k  it  likely th a t  hie 
p o w ers, a r e  som ew hat affected  by his hab its All 
m edium ship p rod uces m ore o r  less n ervous exhau stion , 
an d  tem p tatio n  to  r e c ru it  th e  bodily forces by stim u lan ts  
is  g re a t. A s  a  resu lt, m any m edium s g e t  in to  th e  hab it 
o f  u sin g in to x ica tin g  drin ks (p a rticu la rly  th ose who 
b ecom e n o ted  fo r  th e ir  g r e a t  pow ers). T hey a r e  called  
up on to  s it  so m uch and so long th a t  p ro stra tio n  is 
p rod u ced , which seem s to  m ak e som e stim u lan t  
n e ce ssa ry . M r . F o s te r  is m u ch  loved by his frien ds, 
a n d  is consid ered  by D r  G ra y  and o th ers  who know  
him  to  be a n  honou rab le, w arm -h earted  m an. H e  is n o t  
a  m an o f ed u catio n  and refin em en t, b u t he has seen  a  
good deal o f  th e  w orld , and his exp erien ce  in th is  way, 
to g e th e r  w ith his kind h e a rt, p re v e n t his b ein g  w h at I  
ca ll coarse. Y o u  m ay im agine th a t  his ph ysical 
cond ition  is  often  su ch  as  to  in terfere  with his m edium - 
ship ; th a t i t  doeB n o t do so m ore su rp rises me.

F ro m  w h at I  learned th ro u gh  O w en and M rs . D r. 
T ay lo r, I  com e to  re a liz e  th a t  a  p erson  go in g  to  any  
test-m ed iu m  w ith th e  n am es o f  tw e n ty  p ersons o r  m ore, 
to  m ost o f  whom  he is  n o t bound by an y  t ie  o f  frien d­
ship, and w ith none o f  whom  he c a re s  p a rticu la rly  to  
com m u n icate  in an y  w orld , is  v e ry  likely to  be dis­
app oin ted— n o t a lto g eth er, b u t in  a  m easu re . S p irits  
a r e  th o se  who have exch an ged  th e  “ te r re s tr ia l"  fo r  th e  
“  ce les tia l”  body— nothing m ore. T h ey  a re  n o t  om nipo­
te n t  n o r  om n iscien t. I f  w e ca ll fo r  in form ation  from  
th o se  who a re  n o t  lik ely  to  b e  d raw n to  us in a n y  w ay, 
th e  confusion  o f  im pressions and influences becom es  
su ch  th a t  th e  m ediu m  is en tan gled  in th e ir  m aze , and  
blun ders. A ll o th e r  th in g s h av e  law s a n d  lim itation s, 
and i f  S p iritu alism  is  a n y th in g  i t  can  be no e x ce p tio n  to  
th is  un iversal ru le . Y e t  people g o  to  m ed ia  p e rfe ctly  
ig n o ran t o n  th e  su b ject, a n d  dem anding im possibilities, 
b e ca u se  th e y  re g a rd  th e  pow er to  p ro d u ce  sp iritu al 
m an ifestatio n s as a  s o r t  o f  m iracle-w ork in g , a n d  th e re ­
fo re  unlim ited  b y n a tu ra l re stric tio n s  ; o r  e lse , i f  i t  fail 
t o  d o everything  o r  an y th in g  th e y  see  fit to  re q u ire , th e y  
d e cla re  th e  whole th in g  to  be m ere  hu m bug. P erh ap s  
w h a t I  have said m ay  c le a r  th e  p a th  fo r  y o u  a little  m  
r e g a rd  to  o u r  exp e rie n ce  w ith  F o s te r .

Y o u r s  ev er lovin gly,
L o u is a .

F IR ST  SITTING WITH FOSTER.
J a n u a r y  6 th , 1 8 7 2 .

About noon to-day Dr. Gray drove with with me to 
Mr. Foster’s house, and having an engagement, left me 
there without mentioning my name. Foster desired me 
to seat myself at a rather large square table in the 
centre oF the room, the doors being closed, and no other 
person present. He seated himself on my right, as it 
were at the head of the table, I  being on one side of it, 
tolling me to place both hands upon it. The raps came 
loud and desisted the moment after we were seated. I  
was asked by the medium whether there was any 
Particular spirit with whom I  wished to communicate, 
and on my replying in the affirmative, he desired me to

w rite  up on  slips o f  p ap er w ith a  p en  th e  names of 
sev eral d ep arted  frien d s, n o t  allow in g him to  see what T 
w fo te . I  w ro te  th e  n am es, “ M r . E .  A . Jones "  
“ Jo s e p h  A n d re w s ,"  “ T h os. P .  Jo n e s ,”  “ Harold!”  
“ E r n e s t  A u g u stu s ,”  folded e a ch  up separately  and 
clo sely , an d  m ixed  th e m  to g e th e r , so th a t  I  did not 
m y self know  one fro m  a n o th e r. I  g av e th em  into his 
hand. A fte r  h olding th e m  a  m om en t, h e  le t  them  all 
fall up on th e  ta b le , an d  ta k in g  up a  pen cil, w rote with 
th e  g r e a te s t  ra p id ity , “ D e a r  m o th e r, w ords cannot 
exp ress  how  glad  I  am  to  b e  w ith y o u  ;  I  am  b y vonr 
side m o st o f  th e  tim e , a n d  w ould assist and help you 
upw ard to  th e  sp irit-life , w h ere  w e shall m eet and be 
hap py w ith each  o th e r . I  lo ve to  co m e to  y o u , and you
shall often  be m ad e a w a re  o f  m y p resen ce .__Harold ”
I  ask ed  if  th e  w ord s w ere  e x a c tly  th e  sam e as  those of 
th e  sp irit, and M r. F .  rep lied  th a t  th e  phraseology 
m ig h t be m odified in p assin g  th ro u g h  h is brain , but not 
th e  th o u g h ts  exp ressed . I  w as h ero  ask ed  by thé 
m edium  to  p u t  a n y  q u estio n  I  chose. I  asked, in 
spok en w ord s, “ C an  h e  te ll y o u  th e  ca u se  o f  his being 
tak en  from  th is  w orld ? ” — th e  re p ly  com ing instantane­
ou sly , “ H e  te lls  m e h e  w as k illed .”  I  th e n  asked, “ Will 
he give m e, th ro u g h  y o u , th e  n am e o f  his b roth er?”  
F o s te r  d esired  m e to  p o in t o n e  a f te r  a n o th er a t  thé 
le tte rs  o f  a  p rin ted  a lp h a b e t up on a  c a rd  held o u t o f his 
s ig h t u n d er th e  tab le . T h re e  loud c le a r  rap s  cam e at 
each  le t te r  o f  th e  n am e, “ L a u n c e lo t,”  and th en  suddenly, 
alm o st sim u ltan eou sly  w ith th e  la s t ra p , th e  medium's 
hand w rote , w ith lig h tn in g -lik e  ra p id ity , “  D e a r  mother, 
as a  te s t  to  y o u  th a t  I  am  h ere , I  w an t you to  give 
L a u n celo t  m y tools.— H a r o ld .”  T h e  w ords Launcelot 
an d  tools w ere  u n d ersco red  as  h e re . “ B u t ,"  said 
F o s te r , “ is th a t  a  given  n am e ?  I  n e v e r  h eard  it. You  
d o n o t  spell i t  w ith a  ‘ u ' in  i t ,  do y o u  ? ” ( I  might 
th in k  th is  ig n o ra n ce  s tra n g e  h ad I  n o t  had th e  same 
rem ark  m ad e sev eral tim es by u n cu ltiv a te d  people.) I  
req u ested  F o s te r  to  ask  w h eth er m y li ttle  boy could 
spell o u t  th e  n am e o f  a  li ttle  child  w hom  h e  loved very 
m u ch . T h re e  lo u d  rapB an sw ered  w ith o u t Fo ster  
h av in g  sp ok en . T h e  m ed iu m  called  th e  alphabet, but 
th e  rap s  w ere  fre q u e n t a n d  co n fu sed  ; I  th e n  pointed it, 
w ith th e  sam e re su lt, so  th a t  I  fe a re d  i t  would be a  
failu re , w hen F o s t e r  called  o u t, “ S to p  ; h e  says he can 
w rite  i t  on m y han d an d , g iv in g  a  slig h t exclam ation  
o f  pain, as  o n e  m ig h t do from  a  p in  p rick , h e  held o u t hi* 
h an d , closed , im m ed iately  in f ro n t o f  m e. A t  first I  saw 
n o th in g , b u t  in  a n  in sta n t th e  n am e “ B e r t ie ,”  in large 
w ritin g  le tte rs  ap p eared  on th e  b ack  o f  th e  hand, as if 
form ed  w ith  a  p en  dipp ed in  b lood — o r  ra th e r , as if 
sm all veins j u s t  b en eath  th e  su rfa ce , form ed  in  perfectly 
d istin c t an d  leg ib le  c h a r a c te rs , th e  n am e I  had asked 
fo r, and w hich h ad been n e i th e r  sp ok en  n o r  w ritten  by 
m e. F o s t e r  sp ok e o f  o th e r  sp irits  b e in g  p resen t, o f  the  
influence being very  s tro n g , and add ed, “  O n e says he 
is  “ E r n e s t  A u g u stu s ,’ and th in k s h e  cou ld  m anifest in 
fo rm  th ro u g h  D r . S lad e .”  I  h e re  ask ed , “ W ill  Harold  
spell fo r  m e his seco n d  n a m e  ?  A s  b efo re , th e  frequent 
e a g e r  ra p s  failed  to  g iv e  th e  sp ellin g  on  pointing the 
le t te rs , b u t F o s t e r ’s  h an d  w ro te  “ H a ro ld  Saxon 
A n d rew s,”  th e  n am e S axo n  n o t  h av in g  beeu on  either 
o f  th e  slips o f  p a p e r, n o r  Bpoken b y  m e. A f te r  B ertie ’s 
n am e ap p eared  on  F o s t e r ’s  h an d  h e  w ro te , as  if  from 
sud den, e a g e r  im pu lse, “  G ive  B e r t ie  som ething,” add 
th e n , lis te n in g  a  m om en t, ad d ed , in  sp ok en  w ords, “ H e  
say s , g ive him  o n e o f  m y  b o o k s ; h e  w an ts m other to  
ch o o se  w h ich . W il l  y o u ,"  a d d ressin g  m e, “  w rite  the 
n am e o f  sev eral books w h ich  h e  h ad 1,  and several which 
h e  h ad  not, a n d  fold  th e  s tr ip s  u p  a s  b efo re  ? ”  I  did so, 
say in g , “  O n e  o f  th e se  b o ok s m y  li ttle  b o y  re a d  oftenér 
th a n  a n y  o th e r  ;  I  w ish  h e  w o u ld  te l l  m e  w hich one it  
w as ? ”  A f te r  a  m o m en t’s  p a u se , a s  o f  o n e  listen in g  to  a  
low  w h isper, F o s t e r  sp ok e, “  H e  say s  i t  w as th e  book o f  
G erm an  F a i r y  T a le s  w h ich  w e a il  k n ow  t o  b e  correct. 
“ Y o u r  l i t t le  b o y  a lso  says,”  a d d ed  F o s te r ,  “ Give 
B e r t ie  o n e  o f  m y  c o a ts .”  I  ask ed  w h ich ?  “ H e  says 
th e  l ig h t  o r  w h ite  c o a t ,"  re p lie d  F o s t e r .  I  am  not 
certa in  w h ich  c o a t  w as m e a n t. A s ' a  crow in g teat, A 
a sk e d  o u r  d arlin g  to  te l l  m e  i f  h e  co u ld  rem em b er what 
W e te  th e  lash w o rd s h e  Bpoke t o  m e. F o s t e r  said he 
feared  I  sh ou ld  n o t  g e t  th is  ;  t h a t  f r o t t  forgetfulness; or 
so m e o th e r  ca u se , th e  s p ir its  o fte n  f a ile d !»  an sw er this
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„tiestion, w hen, a f te r  a  p au se o n  th e  p a r t  o f th e  m edium , 
? b o f  ono w aitin g to  h e a r  o r  try in g  to  rem em b er som e- 
Tjiing, he b u rs t o u t  w ith  th e  w ord s, “  A sk  Robbie D ay  
to w a it; I  will n o t be go n e five m in u tes.”

Before th e  end o f  th is  seance  D r. G ra y  cam e in and  
geated him self n e a r  us. W h e n  th e  “ la s t w ords" w ere  
apoken I  was ov erco m e, and cou ld  n o t co n tro l my 
emotions. M r . F o s te r  kindly laid his hand on my 
ghoulder, sayin g, “ O h , don’t  g rieve, y o u  know th a t he 
is happy and n e a r  y o u  now,”  w hen D r . G ra y , w ith a 
gympathy and u n d erstan d in g  born from  like experiences, 
said, “ O h, le t  h e r  w eep ; sh e  w ill n ev er ag ain  shed Buch 
bitter te a rs  as in th e  p a s t.”  A n d  I  th in k  th a t  tim e, 
and if need bo fu r th e r  tr ia l , w ill prove th e  tru th  o f his 
words. I n  th e se  n o tes  I  n eg lected  to  m ention ( i t  
seemed to  m e o f  so li ttle  im p o rtan ce) th a t  before I  left 
F o ste r  asked mo to  rise , he doing th e  sam e, and both of 
us holding o u r  han ds Borne in ch es from  th e  ta b le ; he  
then asked, “ W ill  th e  sp irits  please lift  th e  ta b le ? ” I t  
was lifted so h igh  th a t  i t  w as difficult fo r  me to  reach  
above it, and rem ain ed  su sp en d ed  while I  counted  
tw enty. B u t  th is  kind o f  th in g  I  ca re d  li ttle  ab o u t, and 
never ask ed  fo r  ; i t  w as n o t w h at I  sought.

com m u ne with his ow n h e a rt and soul, can  be hap py  
w h eth er he has com pany o r  n o t. L o ck  him  in a 'prison 
cell, den y him books and pap ers to  read , and he can 
re tire  within and find a  life-study. B rin g  su ch  persona  
o u t and p u t th em  in com pany, and th e y  can d raw  from  
th e ir  own treasu ry  th a t which will ben efit all. i f .  H u ll .

W H E R E  I S  T H E  F O U N T A I N .

I  long ago m ad e u p  m y  mind th a t  th e  fountain o f  all 
tru e  happiness is  w ithin  th e  individual who seeks it . I  
do n o t by th is  m ean  to  d en y  th a t  w e can , for th e  tim e  
being, be m ad o m easu rab ly  hap py by th e  so ciety  of 
others. I  do m ean  to  say  th e  happiness occasioned by 
others is  n e ith e r  o f  th e  h ig h est ty p e  n o r th e  m ost la s t­
ing. H o w  o ften  p erso n s a r e  h eard  to  say , “ M y  
happiness dep end s on  th e  so cie ty  o r  love o f  such a  
person.” L e t  m o s a y  to  all in terested , (an d  I  speak  
p artly  from  b itte r  e x p e rie n ce ,) W h e n  y o u  depend on 
influences o r  p erso n s o u tsid e  o f  y o u rse lf  fo r  happiness, 
you stan d  on a  slip p ery  fou n d ation , and a re  liable a t  
any tim e to  fall.

1  Should y o u r  s o u rce  o f  hap piness co n tin u e tru e  to  
yo u r ta s te s  a n d  desires, w h en  c ircu m sta n ce s  o f  any kind 
tak e  him o r  h e r  from  y o u , y o u  a r e  m iserab le, y o u  are  
b an krup t, in asm u ch  as  th e  one in w hom  y o u r happiness  
was in vested  is  n o t  w ith  you.

2  Y o u  w ill find co m p le te  happiness in  no one whom  
you have fathom ed . I t  is  on ly  w nile you a r e  w eighing, 
m easu rin g , ta k in g  th e  soun dings, or, if  y o u  please, 
exp lorin g on e, t h a t  y o u  find re a l happiness in him  o r  
h er. A f te r  su ch  p erso n s have given y o u  a ll th oy  have, 
you have n o  m o re  u se  fo r  th e m . A ll have th e ir  w eak  
p o in ts ; a n d  a s  so o n  a s  w e have been an y th in g  like 
th orough in  o u r  in v estig a tio n s o f  even th e  b est and  
w isest m en  an d  w om en in  th e  w orld , w e h av e  found  
th e ir  failin gs ; an d  w h en  th e y  a r e  foun d, th e  p erson  
p ossessing th e m  falls  in o u r  estim atio n  in  p ro p o rtio n  to  
th e ir  n u m b er a n d  m ag n itu d e. I f  th e re  is one p lace  in  a  
rop e one h u n d red  fe e t lo n g  t h a t  will n o t b e a r a w eight 
o f  m o re  th a n  five p o u n d s, i t  is  n o t  safe  to  a tta ch  m ore  
th a n  five p o u n d s o f  w e ig h t to  i t ; so , n o  m an  o r w om an  
is  s tro n g e r  th a n  h is  o r  h e r  w eak est p o in t. W h e n  all 
a r e  m easu red  b y  th is  ru le  i t  w ill b e  foun d th a t  a ll com e  
so fa r  s h o r t  th a t  i t  w ould  b e  b e tte r  to  cu ltiv a te  s e l f  
r a th e r  th a n  d ep en d  to o  m u ch  o n  o th ers  fo r  happiness.

3 If an absolutely wise and loveable person could be 
found, it would not be probable that such a person 
would or could give all of his time to those whose 
happiness depends upon his immediate presence; hence 
if  another depended entirely on that one for happiness, 
such a person must be miserable the most of his time.

4. Now let me tell you what to do—develop within 
yourself a fountain of happiness, then though all men, 
women, and even angels forsake you, you can dig happi­
ness up from within; that fountain is a never-failing 
one. The more one deals with this world, the more 
he learns its shamB, its baubles, its hypocrisies, its empty 
professions, and that many of those whom he mistakes 
lor his best friends are only parasites, leeches, who will 
stick to him while they can draw his life-blood, and but 
little longer. When such persons for any cause leave 
you, von are compelled to retire within yourself. How 
sad the case when one in this condition finds himself 
bankrupt. On the other hand, one who has learned to

B R IT T A N ’S  ( q u a b t e b l t )  J O U R N A L .

T h e  second num bor o f  th is exce llen t jo u rn a l is to  han d, 
and fully m aintains th e  estim ate wo form ed o f  th e  first 
one. In  addition to  “ E r r o rs  in B iological S cien ce,”  
which wo re p rin t in a n o th er colu m n , i t  co n tain s  a  
biography o f  th e  R ev. Jam es R ichardson , a  liberal U ni­
ta rian  m inister and avowed S p iritu alist, well know n  
am ong progressionists in th e  U n ited  S ta tes . A n  A rg u ­
m ent for Im m ortality , by W illiam  W illiam s, show ing  
th e  prevalent belief in, and evidence o f  com m u nion w ith  
th e  spirit-w orld o f  m any o f th e  g re a te s t m inds in a n cie n t  
and m odern tim es, and d em on stratin g  th a t  th is  b e lief  
was n o t sim ply tru th , b u t based upon reaso n ab le  evi­
dence. “ N a tu re 's  D u alism ," by W illiam  Fish b ou gh , is 
a  very  in terestin g  artic le  on  th e  “ W o m a n 's  R ig h ts  ”  -  
question, tak ing a new b u t very ration al view  o f th e  
subject. “  T he R elation o f  R eligion and P o litics ,”  by  
A lfred  C ridge, show s th e  analogy betw een th e  p o litica l »  
cond ition  o f  a  people, and th e ir  concep tion  o f  a  G od.

Souls and Scen es in Spirit-life (n u m b er tw o) is doeply  
in terestin g . “ D an gers o f  th e  R epu blic," by S . B , B rit-  
tan , has referen ce  to  th e  present political cond ition o f  
A m e ric a ; so also “ Tho Im pending Q uestion” (fem ale  
suffrage) has a local application ; sh o rt b iograph ys o f  
L iv in g  A m erican  R eform ers a re  rech erch e  and p ith y ; 
th a t  o f  M aria  B . H ay d en , M .D ., is full o f in terest. Som e  
editorial e tch in gs and p oetic selections com plete th e  
num ber. W e  hope th is jo u rn al will be well circu la ted  
by sub scribers, as  th e  m atter  i t  con tain s is calcu lated  to  
a t t r a c t  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  ed u cated  p rogression ists, and  
give thorn a b etto r  in sigh t in to  th e  higher phases o f  
Sp iritu alism .

J u d v e r t l s e m e n t a .

U N D E R  R O Y A L P A T R O N A G E .

MAYALL & SONS’
NEW  PHO TO G RAPHIC  P O R T R A IT  S T U D IO ,

E 1 8 T E B H  A B C I O E .
M e s s r s .  M A Y A LL b e g  l e a v e  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  O p e n i n g  o f  t h e i r  
N e w  B r a n c h  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  t h e  E A S T E R N  A R C A D E ,  b u i l t  
e x p r e s s l y ,  f r o m  t h e i r  d e s i g n s ,  b y  M e s s r s .  C r a w f o r d  a n d  P a c k h a m ,  
a n d ,  b e y o n d  d o u b t ,  t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H o m i s p h e r o .  T h e  
m a g n i f i c e n t  s t u d i o  i s  u n u s u a l l y  l o f t y  a n d  s p a c i o u s ,  b e i n g  4 4  f e e t  
i n  l e n g t h  ;  f a c i n g  n e a r l y  6 0 u t h ,  t h e  s u n ' s  r a y s  a r e  e x c l u d e d ,  w h i c h  
k e e p s  t h e  p l a c e  c o o l ,  a  g r e a t  d e s i d e r a t u m  i n  t h e s e  w a r m  l a t i t u d e s ,  
a n d  o n e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  l o s t  s i g h t  o t  T h e  R e c e p ­
t i o n  R o o m ,  o r  P i c t u r e  G a l l e r y ,  i s  l i g h t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m  fc  s k y ­
l i g h t ,  a d m i t t e d  t o  b e  b e s t  f o r  s h o w i n g  p i c t u r e s .  M e s s r s .  Craw­
f o r d  a n d  P a c k b a m ,  w i t h  g r e a t  l i b e r a l i t y ,  h a v i n g  a d o p t e d  M e s s r s .  
M a y  a l l ' s  p l a n s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  o n o  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  and 
m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  S t u d i o B  e v e r  b u i l t .  T h e  P u b l i c  a r e  m o s t  r e s p e c t ­
f u l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e i r  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  S p e c i m e n s  a t  

e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

MAYALL & SONS, Photographers,
2 2 4  & 2 2 6  B egen t S treet, L on d o n ; 9 0  &  91  K ing’s  

B oad , B rig h to n ;
AND E A S T E R N  A R C A D E ,

MELBOUBNE.

M R S . LAMB’S  N E W  PATENT ECONOMICAL
DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.
This simple invention baa been used for Twelve Months 
in the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, and it now 
takes its place as the CHEAPEST, BEST, and MOST 

USEFUL of ALL WASHING MACHINES.
P B IO E  O N L Y  37b. 6 d . E A O H IN  M E L B O U R N E . 

I f  t w o  T r e s t l e ,  a r e  r e q u i r e d  7 « .  o d .  e x t r a .  -
O ' A  B o o k  o f  In stru ctio n s  ts d e liv ered  along w ith each  

W a sh in g  Table.

THOMAS LANG & CO., 52 Elizabeth St-, Melbourne.
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JOHNSTONE O’SHANNESSY & CO., 
B Y  A P P O IN TM E N T TO  H .R .H . THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH,

N E X T P O S T  O F F I C E ,  M E L

A R T I S T  PHOTOGRAPHERS  
AND TO  H IS  EXCELLENCY TH E GOVERNOR
L B O O B I T E ,  ’

C o u n t r y  A g e n ts
C astlem aine— H . Barn ford, B u ll S tre e t .
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, 2 2 8  H ig h  S tre e t ,  
Stam eli—
T a ra d a le— M r. C . W a r re n .
S y d n ey — M r. J .  F e rg u so n , B o o k seller , & C ..4 2 G  G eo rge  

S tre e t.

A gen ts w anted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

________ A D V E R T I B E B Æ E J J T B ________

MISS A RM S TRONG,
Clairvoyant for Diagnosing Disease

F e b  1 0 s .

T I I E  C O T T A G E ,
S S  X t u s a e l l  t r e e t .

S  r a  " W  I  3 X T  < 3 - M A O H I K r B g _

R E D U C E D ' P R I C E S .

S  I  I T  C3- IE3 !R , ’  s
N E W  N O I S E L E S S

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
T h e  B e s t  in  the W orld ,

A t

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S T ANF OR D & CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R E E  &  R U S S E L L  ST R EE T S,

M E L B O U R N E .

P H O T Q - A R T .

B A T C H  E L D E R  A N D  CO.,
P H O T O C R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,

E x e c u t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  i n  n i l  s t y l e s  o f  P o r t r a i t u r e —  l ’ l n i n ,  c o l o u r e d ,  o r  M e z z o t i n t — o n  M o d e r a t e  T e m m .  S p e c i m e n s  a t  a d d r e s s ,

- A  X C O I i L X K T S S T R E E T E  A .  S  T

P i iz e
M e d a l .

S y d n e y
E x h ib i t io n ,

1 8 7 3 .

S U C C E S S  T H E  I N D E X  O F  M E R I T .
PA LM  AM Q U I M F .B U IT  F E B  A T.

J O H I T  R O S I E R ,

F U E M ilH  B O O T m&KEM,
B y  S p e c ia la p p o in t r n c n t  t o  H is Excellency S ir  G .  K. BOWEN,O.C.M.C.

4 6  S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,  M E L B O U R N E .
S a m e  s i d e  a s .  a n d  s l i o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  T o w n  H a l l .

BY E L E C T R I C  T E L E G R A P H ,
T H E

West End of London in Melbourne.
1T E L E Q B A M .)

S y d n ey , 2n d  M ay , 1 8 7 3 . 
T o  M r. JO H N  H O S IE R , B o o t M a k e r,

4 6  S w a n sto n  S t r e e t ,  M elb o u rn e .
Ju d g e s  aw ard  M ed al to  you, sa y in g  “ H ig h ly  

A r t is t ic  an d  B e a u tifu lly  M ad e. B q u a l to  A n y ­
th in g  o f  th e  k in d  fro m  th e  W e s t  E n d  o fL o n d o n ."  

E x h ib itio n  B u ild in g s . J .  G . K N IG H T .

Solo Proprietor ot the "  C an terb u ry  Bu okle B o o t,”  the In e ta n te r  
yasteD ina- B o o t”  and tho E lo v ateu r B o o t .” (Registered according to A c t  ox Parliament).

T h e  “  I t i S T A N T E E "  i s  p u t  o n  m o r e  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  t h a n  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  e l a s t i c - s i d e  b o o t s ,  b e s i d e s  w h i c h  a  sustained ventilation  
IB  p r o v i d e d  f o r ,  s o  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  f o r  h e a l t h  i n  w a r m  c l i m a t e s .

T h e  “  E l e v a t k u r "  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  a u g m e n t  t h e  
h e i g h t  o f  t h e  w e a r e r ,  a n d  i m p a r t  a  g r a c e f u l  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  t h e  
f o o t ,  a n d  s y m m e t r i c a l  a r c h  t o  t h e  i n s t e p .

T h e  I N S T A N T E R  a n d  E L E V A T E U R  a r e  e q u a l l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
L a d i e s  o r  G e n t l e m e n ' s  w e a r .

B O S I E R ' S  M A N U F A C T U R E S  a r e  n o w  s o  p e r m a n e n t l y  a p p r e c i ­
a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  "

E L E G A N C E ,  E X C E L L E N C E ,  A N D  E C O N O M Y ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  A U S T R A L A S I A  a n d  t h e  I N D I E S ,  a s  t o  r e q u ’i r e  n o  
d e t a i l e d  e n u m e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m e r i t s .

A  S p e c i a l t y  : - R 0 S I E R ' S  P R I Z E  S H O O T I N G  B O O T S  
h a v i n g  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  t e s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  S h o o t i n g  s e a s o n  
are n o w  p r o n o n n e e d  t o  b e  u n s u r p a s s e d  i n  a n y  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
G l o b e .

P a r i s i a n ,  L o n d o n ,  a n d  N e w  Y o r k , F a s h i o n s  b y  A r r i v a l  o p  
E v e r y  M a i l .

Lasts M o d e l l e d  t o  s u i t  t h e  A n a t o m i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  e a c h  f o o t  
u n d e r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  P r o p r i e t o r

O B S E R V E  :  4 6  S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,  b e t w e e n  C a r t o n ' s  a n d  
R a i n b o w  H o t e l s .

NEAR TOWN HALL, SAME SIDE,

LA D I E S  C O M P L A I N — “  M y  h air is falling off 
g e ttin g  th in  ! "  T h en  why n o t, as  in En gland, get 

i t  c u t  ev ery  m onth  ?
T H O S .  E l D T G 5 - ,

O F

22  and 2 4  R OY AL  ARCADE,
H av in g  stud ied  for y e a rs  th e  n a tu r e  and grow th  of the 
h air, both in L o n d on  and P a ris , c a n  assu re  ladies the 
cau se  is ‘‘N E G L E C T .’ ' H av in g  added se p a ra te  rooms for 
lad ies' H A I R  C U T T I N G  and D R E S S I N G , he is deter­
m ined to  assist in ca rry in g  o u t  th e  o b je c t by charging 
m o d erate ly . N .B .— E v e ry  d ev ice  in lad ies’ aud gentle­
m en ’s h a ir  m an u factu red  on  th o  P rem ises.

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  ACADEMY^
C O R N E R  O F  N I C H O L S O N  &  G E R T R U D E  STS., 

F o r  Y o u n g  L a d ie s  a n d  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n .
T h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  C o n d u c t e d  b y  M R .  M A N N S ,  

A ssisted  by C o m p e te n t T e a c h e r s ; an d  is E stab lish ed  with 
th e  view o f  sup plying w h at is  fe lt to  be one o f  tho Great 
W a n ts  o f  th e  A g e , n am ely , a n  E d u ca tio n a l Establish­
m ent o f  a  S ecu la r  C h a ra cter, n o t  te a ch in g  an y  Creed nor 
D o gm a, b u t in cu lca tin g  p rin cip les  o f  M o rality , and culti­
v a tin g  a  t r u e  sen se o f  H o n o r . V a ca n cie s  fo r  Boarders. 

T e r m s  M o d e r a t e .
Prospectus fo rw ard ed  on a p p lica tio n  to  P rincipal.

AURELIA CO-OPERATIVE I AND AND LABOR 
ASSOCIATION.

S P I R I T U A L
1 J  O T tK R R E T ) T

H A R M O N I A L I S T S — T h i s  i s  A d ­

d r e s s e d  t o  y o u , a n d  t o  y o u  o n l y .— Persons 
d esirou s o f  o b tain in g  P ro s p e c tu s e s  and inform ation can 
do so b y  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith  th e  C om m ittee, which 
m eets  w eek ly , a t  3 2  N ich o ls o n -s tre e t, F i tz r o y . Persons 
in  o th e r  lo ca litie s  a r e  d esired  to  fo rm  th em selves into 
C o m m ittees , a n d  to  co m m u n ica te  w ith  th e  Central 
C o m m ittee , w h en  a ll n e ce ssa ry  in fo rm atio n  will be 
forw ard ed.

GRACEFIELD BOARDING SCHOOL»
NEAR BALLARAT.

A  lib eral e d u catio n , f re e  fro m  s e c ta ria n  b ia s ; evolving 
th e  p h y sica l, m e n ta l, an d  m o ral cap ab ilities o f  th e  pupil, 
o b ta in ed  a t  th is  Sch ool. R e fe re n c e  in  M elbourne. 
W ’. H . T e rr y , 9 6  R u sse ll S tre e t . P ro sp ectuses, on 
ap plica tio n  a t th e  School. J O H N  F I N L A Y ,  M aster.

,  J p “ ®? by B- Purton ti Co., at their Offlcc, 10« Elisabeth Street,
for tho Proprietor, W. H. Tony, and published bv him nt 06 Bussoli Stem, 
South. Melbourne,


