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C o n s i d e r a b l e  a tte n tio n  has been a tt r a c te d  to  th e  

subject o f S p iritu alism  in E n g lan d , by a  lo n g  a rtic le  

which ap p eared  in th e  “ T im es,”  o f  D ecem b er 2 6 th  1 8 7 2 .  

The article  in  q u estion  h ad a p p a re n tly  boon w ritten  

some tw elvem onths, aw aitin g  a  f ittin g  op p o rtu n ity  for  

publication, w hich o p p o rtu n ity  w as a t  la s t afforded by  

the recep tio n  o f  a  le t te r  from  th e  M elb o u rn e  c o r r e s 

pondent o f  th e  “ T im es ”  givin g a n  a c co u n t o f  th e  p ro 

gress o f  S p iritu alism  h e re , a n d  an n ou n cin g  th e  arrival 

in M elbourne o f  M r . P eeb les , a n d  a n  I r is h (? )  m ediu m , D r-  

Dunn. This in fo rm atio n  seem s to  h av e  b een  th e  tu r n 

ing point, and th e  lo n g  k e p t a r tic le  was b ro u g h t to  ligh t. 

I t  com m ences b y  allu d in g  to  P ro fe sso r F a r a d a y ’s inves

tigations and u n co n scio u s m u scu la r  a c tio n  th eo ry , and  

its im potence to  s ta y  th e  sp read  o f  sp iritu alism  ;— refora  

to  the fact o f  th e  sp iritu al epidem ic n o t  on ly  having  

reached th e  an tip o d es b u t h av in g a tta in e d  th e  dignity  

o f having i ts  ow n press, an d  still m o re , its  ow n sch ism 

atics and se cta ria n s . ' I t  b lam es th e  scientific m en  for 

n o t having th o ro u g h ly  exam in ed  th e  s iu je c t ,  siftin g  and 

settling th e  m a tte r  o n ce  fo r  a ll. I t  d em u rs  to  th e  r e 

p ort o f  th e  D ia le c tica l S o ciety , a n d  g iv es  a  garb led  su m 

m ary o f it. A s  a n  in stan ce  o f  th e  sp re a d  o f  “ th is  fo lly ” 

th rough out so c ie ty , L o r d  A d a re ’s p riv a te ly  published  

book is alluded to ,  and in  re fe re n ce  th e re to  th e  w riter  

sa y s :— “ W h a t  w e m o re  p a r ticu la r ly  w ish  to  ob serve is, 

th a t th e  a tte s ta tio n  o f  fifty re sp e cta b le  w itnesses is 

placed b efore  th e  t i t le  p ag e . ' A m on g th e m  a r e  a  

D ow ager D u ch ess  a n d  o th e r  lad ies o f ran k , a  C aptain  in 

th e  guards, a  n o b lem an , a  b a ro n e t, a  m em b er o f  P a rlia 

m ent, several officers o f  o u r  scien tific  a n d  u p p e r  corps, 

a  b arrister, a  m e rc h a n t a n d  a  d o cto r , u p p er a n d  u p p er  

middle class s o c ie ty  is  re p re se n te d  in  a ll i ts  grad es, and  

by  persons w ho, to  ju d g e  by-the positions they hold and  

the callings they follow, ought t o  bo possessed of intelli-

g e n ce  a n d  ability , certa in ly , i t  is tim e th a t  a  th orou g h  

and p ractical in vestigation  cleared  th is clou d  o u t o f th e  

in tellectu al sky, and th e  task  need n o t be sco u ted  by  

p ro fesso rs  o r  o th e r  learned m en, by roy al, o r  o th e r  
learn ed  so cie ties.”

T he w rite r  s ta te s  th a t as a  prelim in ary to  w ritin g  th e  

a rtic le  he had “ a tte n d e d  fo u r sean ces each  differen t and  

each  rem ark ab le in its w ay .”  I t  does n o t ap p ear how 

ever, th a t  an y th in g  rem ark ab le o ccu rre d  a t  th e  first one 

alth ou gh  M r. H om o w as th e  m edium . F ro m  th e  d escrip 

tion  o f th e  secon d , we co n clu d e  th a t  M essrs  H e r n e  and  

W illiam s w ore th e  m ediu m s,— h e re  he m et w ith  th e  first 

in exp licab le  ph enom ena. A  ch a ir  w as placed on  his  

h ead  by som e unseen pow er, w h ilst he held th e  m edium s  

han ds, and fu rn itu re  w alked a b o u t th e  room  w ithout 

an y  visible m otive agen cy (o n e ch a ir  leap m g 3  o r  4  
y ard s in  b road  d ay lig h t).

T h e  th ird  sean ce  ap p ears to  havo b een  a t  M rs . M a r

shall J u n r ’s, and a f te r  d escribin g som e p h ysical m ani
festation s, th e  w riters  says :—

“  A n  a l p h a b e t  o f  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r s  w a s  n o w  l a i d  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  
w e  w o r e  d e s i r e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  a  n a m e  a n d  t o  p a s s  a  p e n c i l  a l o n g  t h e  
l i n e s  o f  l e t t e r s .  W e  t h o u g h t  o f  o n e ,  a n d  m o v e d  t h e  p e n c i l  o v e r  
t h e  p a p e r .  K n o w i n g  t h e  e y e  o f  t h e  m e d i u m  w a s  u p o n  u s ,  w e  
t r i e d  o u r  b e s t  t o  m o v e  i t  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  m a c h i n e r y ,  b u t  
" J o h n  K i n g ”  w a s  t o o  c l e v e r  t o  b b  e l u d e d ;  h o  r a p p e d  a t  t h e  r i g h t  
l e t t e r s ,  a n d  s p e l t  o u t  t h e  n a m e .  I n  t h i s  w a y  w e  o b t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  
r e m a r k a b l e  a n s w e r s ,  b u t  i n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  a n s w e r  w a s  k n o w n  t o  
o u r s e l f ,  a n d  f i x e d  i n  o u r  m i n d ,  a n d ,  u n t i l  s o m e  o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  i s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  w e  m u s t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s a g a o i t y  o f  t h o  l a d y  h a d  
m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  i t  t h a n  11 J o h n  K i n g . "  O n e  c r u c i a l  t e s t  w a s  p r o 
p o s e d  b y  t h e  m e d i u m  h e r s e l f .  W e  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  a  n a m e ,  
t o  f i x  i t  f i r m l y  i n  o u r  m i n d ,  t o  p l a c e  a  p a p e r  a n d  p e n c i l  u n d e r  t h e  
t a b l e ,  a n d  t o  s e c  w h e t h e r  “  J o h n  K i n g  ”  w o u l d  w r i t e  i t  f o r  u s .  
W e  t h o u g h t  o f  a  n a m e  t h o  m e d i u m  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  k n o w , . a n d  
w a i t e d  i n  a l l  a n x i e t y ,  f o r  t h i s  w a s  a  t e s t  i n d e e d — a  t e s t ,  t h a t  h a d  
i t  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h s t o o d ,  w o u l d  h a v o  p r o v e d  c o n c l u s i v e l y  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  b e y o n d  t h o  l e g e r d e 
m a i n  o f  t h o  m e d i u m .  W o  h e a r d  t h o  p e n c i l  s c r a t c h i n g ,  w o  c a s t  
w h a t  d o w n w a r d  e y e  w e  c o u l d  t o w a r d s  t h e  l a d y ' s  f e e t t h e y  s e e m e d  
p e r f e c t l y  s t i l l .  T h e  s c r a t c h i n g  c e a s e d ,  a n d  w e  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  
p a p e r .  T h e r e  w a s  s o m e  w r i t i n g  o n  i t ,  o f  a b o u t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
n a m e  w e  t h o u g h t  o f ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  l a s t  l e t t e r s  w a s  c o r r e c t .  
B u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r d  w a s  u t t e r l y  i l l e g i b l e ,  a n d  t w o  l e t t e r s  
w e r e  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  t h o  i d e a  o f  c h a n c e  o u t  o f  o u r  m i n d . ”

W e think this was pretty well for an investigator, but 
the “ Times ” gentleman is very impervious and like Sir
D. Brewster will give in to anything but spirits, The 
fourth and last seance was held a t  a  private house. Mr« 
Home and Miss K , F o x  being the mediums, here the 
manifestations were so numerous and varied that space 
would not admit o f a  detailed account being given, raps
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were heard in various parts of the room and were re
peated at the request of the writer any]given number of 
times, the report of the phenomena that followed is so 
condensed that we cannot do better that quote it.

•' S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  t a b l e  w a s  m a d e  l i g h t  a n d  h e a v y  a t  
o u r  w i s h ,  t h a t  i t  m o v e d  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  v i b r a -  
t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i o o r  a n d  o f  o u r  c h a i r s ,  t h a t  o n  M r .  H o m e  h o l d i n g  t h e  
a c c o r d e o n  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  i n  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  a n d  b y  t h e  e n d  
f u r t h e s t  f r o m  t h e  k e y s ,  i t  p l a y e d  a  d i s t i n c t  t u n e ,  M r .  H o m e ’ s  l e f t  
h a n d  b e i n g  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  h i s  f e e t  s o  r a i s e d  a s  t o  b e  v i s i b l e .  
A l l  o t h e r  h a n d s  w e r e  o n  t h e  t a b l e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a n d  u n d e r  

t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a  s m a l l  h a n d - b e l l  w a s  r u n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  
o f ' t h c  s p a c e  b e n e a t h  t h e  t a b l e .  T h e  g a s  w a s  n o w  t u r n e d  o u t ,  a n d  
t h e  t w o  s p i r i t - l a m p s  l i t ; t h e s e  g a v e  a  f a i r  l i g h t .  T h e  r a p s  b e c a m e  
l o u d e r ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  u s u a l  m e t h o d ,  d i r e c t e d  u s  t o  t a k e  a  l e a f  o u t  o f  
t h e  t a b l e .  T h i s  w a s  d o n e ,  w h e n  t h e  t a b l e  a p p e a r e d  t o  f l o a t  u p  
a b o u t  e i g h t  i n c h e s  o f f  t h e  f lo o r ,  s e t t l i n g  d o w n  a g a i n  i n  a  g e n t l e  
s w a y i n g  m a n n e r .  T h e  t h i n  w o o d e n  l a t h  l y i n g  o n  t h e  c l o t h  w a s  
s e e n  b y  t h e  w h o l e  p a r t y  t o  b e  i n  m o t i o n ,  i t  t i l t e d  u p  s i d e w a y s  
a n d  e n d w a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  s e e m e d  t o  l l o a t  b a c k w a r d s  a n d  f o r w a r d s .  
H o l d i n g  o u r  h a n d s  t h r e e  i n c h e s ,  n s  n e a r  a s  w e  c o u l d  g u e s s ,  a b o v e  
t h e  c l o t h ,  t h e  l a t h  r o s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  ; t h e  l a s t  t i m e  i t  t o u c h e d  o u r  
h a n d ,  a n d  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  t a b l e  ju m p e d  a n d  s h o o k  v i o 
l e n t l y ,  a n d  lo u d  r a p s  s e e m e d  t o  c o m e  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  i t  a n d  o f  
t h e  f l o o r .  T h e  s p i r i t - l n m p s  w e r e  n o w  p u t  o u t ,  a n d  w h a t  l i g h t  
t h e r e  w a s  f r o m  a  l o w  f i r e  o n l y  j u s t  e n a b l e d  u s  t o  s e o  w h i t e  p a p e r  
o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  M r .  H o m e 's  
a n d  M i s s  F o x 'b  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  b e i n g  i n  s t r i c t  c u s t o d y ,  w e  f e l t  t h e  
a c c o r d e o n  p r e s s i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  k n e e s .  W e  p u t  o u r  h a n d  u n d e r  
t h e  t a b l e ,  w h e n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  m o v i n g  r o u n d ,  t a l l  
i t s  w o o d e n  b a s e  w a s  p l a c e d  b e t w e e n  o u r  f i n g e r s .  I n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  
w e  h e l d  i t  w i t h  i t s  k e y s  d o w n w a r d s  : i t  s e e m e d  t o  b o ,  p u s h e d  u p  
t o w a r d s  o u r  h a n d  a n d  p l a y e d  a  f e w  b a r s .  I t  t h e n  s t o p p e d ,  a n d  
p r e s e n t l y  w e  f e l t  t h e  b e l l  t h r u s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  t h e  B a r a o  
h a n d .  A l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a  f l o w e r  o r  s p r i g  w a s  p u t  i n t o  o u r  
f i n g e r s ,  b u t  a s  w e  w e r e  n l r e a d y  h o l d i n g  i n  o n e  h a n d  t h e  a c c o r d e o n  
a n d  t h e  b e l l ,  t h e  s p r i g  w a s  d r o p p e d .  I t  w a s  p i c k e d  u p  a g a i n  
p u t  i n t o  o u r  f i n g e r s ,  a n d  a s  w e  r e c e i v e d  i t  w e  f e l t  d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  
t o u c h  o f  a  l a r g e  t h u m b  a n d  f i n g e r .  W c  d i d  n o t  l o t  i t  d r o p  t h i s  
t i m e ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  r a p s  o f  a  lo u d  
a n d  j u b i l a n t  n a t u r e .  T h e y  s e e m e d  t o  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e  i n  o u r  
i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  A  m a t c h  w a s  n o w  s t r u c k  a n d  w c  d r e w  o u r  
t i r e d  h a n d  f r o m  u n d e r  t h o  t a b l e ,  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  a c c o r d e o n ,  t h e  
b e l l ,  a n d  t h e  s p r i g . "

In conclusion the writer says among other matters, 
“ Wo tried evory test we could think of.” “The hands 
and feet of tho mediums were in strict custody." “ Mr- 
Home wished to conceal nothing, and gave us every 
opportunity, consistent with the above conditions, for 
satisfying our scepticism." While Mr. Home was hold
ing the accordeon with the one hand, he says:—“ Wo 
saw that hand quite still, and saw the accordeon moving 
up and down, and playing music.” “ We tried our best 
to detect imposture but could find no trace of it," and

is probably (in his own estimation) a grade above Para- 
day, we confidently predict that his efforts will he equally 
unavailing. Whether the *•. Times'” article and the cor
respondence arising out of it, induces scientific men to 
investigate or not, is of little moment. Bational thinking 
unscientific men will find food for thought, and grounds 
for investigation. The harmonizing and humanizing in' 
fluonce of Spiritualism is steadily increasing and per
meating society over the whole civilized world, and the 
“ Times" has, perhaps unintentionally, aided its progress. 
Tho egotistical scientists may fulminate their theories, 
but the demonstrable facts, and rational philosophy of 
spiritualism override them, loaving their proud but fool
ish authors in tho rear.

THE CHEMISTRY OF CHARACTER.

J ohn, and Peter, and Robert, and Paul,
God in his wisdom created them all.
John was a statesman, and Peter a slave,
Robert a preacher, and Paul—was a knave,
Evil and good as the case might be,
White, or colored, or bond, or free—
John, and Peter, and Robert, and Paul,
God in his wisdom created them all.

Out of earth's elements, mingled with flame,
Out of life’s compounds of glory and shame, 
Fashioned and shaped by no will of their own, 
And helplessly into life’s history thrown;
Bom by the law that compels men to be,
Born to conditions they could not foresee,
John, and Peter, and Robert, and Paul,
God in his wisdom created them all.

John was the head and heart of his State,
Was trusted and honored, was noble and great. 
Peter was made 'neath life’s burdens to groan.
And never once dreamed that his soul was his own. 
Robert great glory and honor received,
For zealously preaching what no one believed ; 
While Paul, of the pleasures of sin took his fill, 
And gave up hie life to the service of ill.

y e t  this sap ien t re p o rte r  p refers to  believe in L e g e rd e 

m ain o r im p o stu re, in defiance o f  his ow n senses— h e  can  
offer no o th e r th eory.

T h e  artic le  w as follow ed b y  a  le t te r  from  a  M r . D irck s  

(w hose bom bastic s ty le  w ould lead  one to  su p p ose w as  

som e g r e a t  scientific au th o rity ) th e  le t te r  is  a  tissu e  of  

a r ro g a n t assu m p tions, egotism  and falsehood, from  be- 

g in n in g  to  end , th is  le t te r  b ro u g h t o u t sev eral e x 

c e lle n t on es o n  th e  op posite side, tw o  o f  w h ich  w e pub

lish , a lso  a  le t te r  from  S e rg e a n t C o x , in re fe re n ce  to  th e  

D ia le ctica l S o cie ty  w h ich  is  a  th o ro u g h  refu ta tio n  o f  

b o th  th e  “ T im es” a n d  “M r. D irck s"  rem ark s a n e n t th a t  

re p o rt . I n  th o  fa ce  o f  a ll th is  M r . D irck s  has th e  im pu

d en ce t o 'r e p e a t  h is  assertion  “ th a t  n o rea lly  scientific  

m an  believes in  Spiritu alism . T h e  q u estio n  n a tu ra lly  

a rises  w ho is D ir c k s ?  T h e  only re p ly  w e h av e  been  

ab le  to  g e t  t o  th is  qu estion  is , th a t  h e  is  th e  in v en to r o f  

th e  P o ly te ch n ic  G h o s t ! th is  gives an in k lin g  as  to  th e  

c a u s e  o f  his d eterm in ed  op p osition  to  S p iritu alism , who  

w ohld p atro n ise  th e  im itation  ghoBt if  th e re  w as a  

c h a n ce  o f  seein g  a  re a l one ?  P o o r  D irck s , w e p ity  h im , 

th e  “  T im es”  ad m its th a t  F a r a d a y ’s  efforts failed to  

a r r e s t  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  S p iritu alism  a n d  alth ou gh  D irck s

I t  ch an ced  th a t  th e se  m en , in  th e ir  p assin g  away 
F r o m  e a r th  and its  co n flicts , a ll  d ied  th e  sam o day 
J o h n  w as m ou rn ed  th ro u g h  th e  le n g th  and the 

b re a d th  o f  th e  lan d —
P e t e r  fe ll ’n eath  th e  lash  in a  m erciless hand—  
R o b e rt died w ith  th e  p ra ise  o f  th e  lo rd  on  his 1 

to n g u e —
W h ile  P a u l w as co n v icted  o f  m u rd e r, an d  hung. 
J o h n , a n d  P e te r , a n d  R o b e rt , a n d  P a u l,
T h e  p u rp o se  o f  life  w as fulfilled in  th e m  alL  /

M e n  said o f  th e  S ta tesm an — “  H 6 w  noble and 
b rav e  1 ”  /

B u t  o f  P e te r ,  a l a s !— “ h e  w as on ly  a  Slave.)’
O f  R o b e rt— “  ’T is w ell w ith  h is  sou l— j t  iq /w e ll; /  
W h ile  P a u l th e y  con sig n ed  to  th e  to rm en M 'o f hell. 
B o m  b y  o n e  law  th ro u g h  a ll N a tu r e ’th e  same,
W h a t  m ad e  th e m  differ P and who w as to  blam e P 
J o h n , an d  P e te r , a n d  R o b e rt , an d  P a u l, \ J  ‘ 
G o d  in  h is  w isdom  c re a te d  th e m  a ll.1 A  ’V
O u t in  th a t  re g io n  o f  infinite ligh t,’ J
W h e r e  th e  sou l o f  th e  b lack  m en is .p u re  as-the  

w h ite“
O u t w h ere  th e  spirit^ th ro u g h  so rro w  m ad e wise,
N o  lo n g er r e s o rts  to  d ecep tio n  a n d  lies—
Oiit where the flesh can no longer'control 
The freedom and'frith of the QWtgiven soul—
W h o i sh all d e te itn ih e 1 w h a t ch an g e m a'fbfefell1̂  
J o h n , a n d  P e te r , a n d  R o b e rt , a n d  P a u l.
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Joh n  m ay in w isdom  and goodness in crease—
P eter re jo ice  in  a n  in finite p eace—
R obert m ay  learn  th a t  th e  tru th s  o f  th e  L o rd  
A re  m ore in th e  sp irit, a n d  less in th e  w ord—
And P a u l m ay b e  b le st w ith a  h o lier birth .
Than th e  p assion s o f  m an h ad allow ed him  on earth . 
Joh n , and P e te r , and R o b e rt, and P au l,
God in his wisdom  will c a re  for th em  all.

D e s p o n d e n t » .

Communications f o r  in sertio n  in  this J o u r n a l  should be 
p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  S A N D H U R S T .

Dead H aubinoeb,— A s y o u  a re  th e  book o f  ch ro n i
cles for th e  sp iritu alists  in V ic to ria , I  beg to  in form  you  
th at our S an d h u rst c irc le , fo r  p h ysical m anifestations is 
still in existen ce, and b ravely  and e arn estly  a t  w ork  in 
its investigations. I t  is  now  som e s ix te e n  m onths since  
it held its  firs t sittin g , and , I  am  hap py to  say , i t  still 
retains m o st o f  its  orig in al m em b ers, all o f  w hom  a r e  far  
more in earn est an d  d eep ly  in terested  th a n  w hen th e y  
began. Since m y la s t  le t te r  to  y o u  wo have b een  co n 
tinuing to  hold o u r  F r id a y  a n d  Su nd ay even in g m e e t
ings regularly  an xiou s, for th e  arriv al o f  th e  even in g s o f  
meeting, and all leaving off w ith a  re lish  fo r  m ore. O u r  
young lady m edium  h as n o t  s a t  w ith us fo r  several 
months as h e r  h ealth  w as d e l ic a te , b u t o u r  p rin cip al  
medium frien d (D ru c e ) th ro u g h  w hom  m o st o f  th e  m ani
festations com e, con tin u es w ith u s  in  th e  b est o f  health  
and spirits. I n  ad d ition  to  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  ty in g  
phenomena, w e have now  d ire c t sp irit-w ritin g . T he  
medium p laces  his han ds in  th o se  o f  th e  v ice-ch airm an  
first signing to  th e  ch airm an  to  exam in e all th e  pap ers  
and see th a t  th e re  is n o w ritin g  on  th em  and handing  
him the pencil w hich h e  u su ally  w rites  w ith o r to  som e  
other m em ber o f  th e  circle . T h en  th e  lig h t is p u t o u t  
and the sp irit-w ritin g  is  done e ith e r  a f te r  a  lo u d  rapping  
on th e  tab le , o r  w ith o u t th e  sm allest noise. U su a lly  all 
in the circle can  h e a r  th e  invisible w ritin g , sounding ju s t  
liko ordinary w ritin g , b u t  m u ch  m ore rapid . Som etim es  
the folio on w h ich  th e  w ritin g  is  is slig h tly  folded. 
Alfred L o n g m o re  th e  co n tro llin g  sp ir it to ld  us th a t  he  
had brou gh t a  sp irit G . A . who h ad  g r e a te r  pow er th an  
he had, to  assist h im . T h is  sp ir it to ld  us la te ly  th a t  his 
name was “ G e o rg e  A h ell, b o rn  in  H a lifa x  1 7 1 5 , died in 
Leeds, 1 7 7 8 , o f  old a g e .”  T h is w as w ritte n  b y him self  
in an old p lain  han d w ritin g , th e  h an d s o f  th e  m edium  
having been placed  in  th o se  o f  th e  vice-ch airm an  w hile  
it was w ritten . T h e  sam e even in g v e ry  b eau tifu l sp irit 
lights w ere seen  by all th e  c ircle  p re se n t— th ir te e n  in 
number— w h ilst w e w ere  singing a  hym n. O n e betw een  
th e  ceiling and th e  heads o f  th e  s itte rs  w as like a  tu b e, 
and others like th e  lig h t from  a  can d le  w ith sm all s ta rs  
and sparks h an g in g  from  th em . Several m em b ers have  
also been to u ch ed  by sp irit-h an d s and o n e la d y  h ad h er  
dress pulled. S p irit-h an d s h av e  re p eated ly  re s te d  on  
my shoulders, th e  h an d s o f  th e  m edium  b ein g  held a t  
th e  tim e. L a s t  F r id a y  a  v e ry  la rg e  h an d  w ith  lo n g  
fingers re s te d  up on m y  r ig h t  sh ou ld er a n d  a  sm all h an d  
on m y le ft on e . T h e  Bame n ig h t  a  y o u n g  lad y  w as  
touched on  th e  ch e e k  by a  v e ry  cold  sp irit-h an d  and  
called o u t in  a  f r ig h t. W h i ls t  th is  w as g o in g  o n  a  
gentlem an h o ld in g  a  h igh  c iv ic  p osition  in  th e  c ity , and  
who w as p re s e n t b y  in v ita tio n , w as req u ested  bv th e  
controlling sp irit to  e n te r  th e  c ircle  a n d  Beat h im self in  
th e  sca t  o f  th e  v ice-ch airm an , w h ich  h e  did. T h e  hands  
o f th e  m edium  w ho w as in  a  deep tra n c e  a ll th e  tim e, 
w ere a t  on ce  p laced  in  h is  tie d  b y th e  sp irits. T h e y  w ere  
th en  un tied  w ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  rap id ity  w h ilst b ein g  held  
oy ou r v isitor, a n d -th e  h an d k erch ief sn atch ed  aw ay  by 
th e  in visib les, th e n  b ro u g h t b a ck  and re tie d  w ith th e  
sam e quickness. O u r  frien d  exp ressed  him self very  
m uch aston ish ed  a t  th is  te s t .  W h o se  han ds tie a ,  
W ined an d  to o k  aw ay  th e  h an d k erch ief from  th e  m edium  
w hilst h is  ow n h an d s w ere  held b y  th e  s tr a n g e r  ?  A s  i t  

as m oon ligh t and th e  w indow s b u t  p a rtia lly  darken ed, 
m e re  w as sufficient lig h t f o r  u s  a l l  t o  see  i f  an y o n e  in

th e  c ircle  m oved from  his place, so u n d er th e  circu m 
stan ces frau d  is  o u t o f th e  question . B esid es th e  whole  
c ircle  is com posed o f  honorable ladies and gen tlem an  
who w ould n o t  be base enough to  lend them selves to  
a n y th in g  o f  th e  so rt. L a s t  S u nd ay even in g w e h ad th e  
ty in g  phenom ena, d irect sp irit w riting and th e  sp irit 
lights. O ne lad y  said she d istin ctly  saw  a  sp irit-face  
n e a r th ese  lights, being th a t o f a  m an with black h air  
and w hiskers. This le tte r  is w ritten  for th e  in form ation  
o f sp iritu alists  and o th er circles in vestig atin g  like ou r
selves. I t  will I  feel assu red , be u n d erstood  and  
ap p reciated . T he ou tside w orld, o f  cou rse , co n tin u es to  
c ry — th ou g h  n o t so loudly— “all a delusion .”  L e t  th em  
if th e y  have n eith er th e  ju stice  n o r  th e  co u rag e  to  
en q uire for th em selv es, since th e y  th in k  S p iritu alists  
only m eet to  deceive them selves a n d  oth ers, th e y  a re  
n ev er lik ely  to  have a n y  o th e r  opinion on  th e  subject. 
W h a t does i t  m a tte r  ? a  fa c t is  a  f a c t  all th e  sam e. So  
S p iritu alists  le t  u s  continu e to  “ speak th e  tru th  and  

sham e th e  d ev il." T H E  C H A I R M A N .

S an d h u rst 2 1 s t  M arch , 1873 .

S P I R I T S  O R  P S Y C H I C  F O R C E .

( F ro m  the  “ M ed ium  a n d  D a y brea k .")

T o  th e  E d ito r .— D e a r S ir,— O n T h u rsd ay  even in g la s t  
I  paid a  v isit to  0 1 ,  L am b ’s C onduit S tre e t , to  see  w h at  
I  could o f  w h at so m e p ersons ca ll “ psych ic force ,”  and  
I  m u st ce rta in ly  say  w e had n o t to  w ait lo n g  for m ani
festa tio n s ; th e  m edium s (M e ssrs . H ern e  and W illiam s)  
b ein g  secu red  to  th e  seats  w ith cords, th e  g as was tu rn ed  
down, alth ou gh  sufficient lig h t rem ained to  allow  th e  
lookers-on to  see an y th in g  th a t  m iplit ap p ear a t  th e  
a p e rtu re s  o f  th e  cab in et. S inging com m en ced inside  
th e  cab in et, in w hich we jo in ed . A  h an d  w as seen  
qu iverin g a t  th e  a p e rtu re , th en  vanished ; th en  a  hand  
a t  tw o o f  th e  a p e r tu r e s ; th e n  tw o han ds a t  once. A  
v o ice  p roceed in g from  th e  sp ir it “ P e te r ,”  “ th a t is  one  
p a i r ; ”  th e n  tw o m o re  han ds a t  th e  n e x t  a p e rtu re , and a  
vo ice , “  th a t  is  tw o pairs ”  Soon a  loDg arm  w as p ro 
je c te d  o u t o f  th e  cab in et, th e n  a n o th e r  o n e : several 
differen t sizes o f  arm s a r e  th r u s t  ou t, and in again  in  an  
in sta n t, in q u ick  succession . T h e  acco rd eo n  w as played  
up on , bells, r in g s , and a g u ita r  w ere th ro w n  ab o u t in  th e  
cab in et b y “ P e te r ,”  who, to g e th e r  with his b ro th e r  
“  C h a rle y ,"  k e p t up a  co n sta n t, I  m ay say, r o a r  o f  co n 
v e rsa tio n  an d  confusion . T h en  “ P e te r  ” called  o u t to  
som e g en tlem an  in th e  c ircle , am o n g st whom  w as M r. 
S e rg e a n t C o x , “  I  say, S e rg e a n t C o x , w h a t do y o u  th in k  
o f  th is  fo r  ‘ p sy ch ic  fo rce  ?  ’ "  th ru stin g  a  lo n g  arm  ou t. 
I  ca n n o t say  positively w h eth er th e  gen tlem an  m ade  
a n y  rep ly  to  th is  rem ark  o f  “  P e t e r ’s .” B u t  I  th ou g h t  
th e  sp ir it w as r a th e r  rude, o r  m ade to o  free  w ith th is  
g en tlem an , fo r  he k e p t callin g  ou t, “ I  say , S e rg e a n t  
C o x, w h a t do y o u  th in k  o f  ‘ p sych ic fo rce  P ' ”  “ I  say . 
S e rg e a n t, w ould y o u  like to  see th e  fa ce s  ? ”  “  Y e s ,”  
rep lied  th a t  g en tlem an , and a ll o f  u s  jo in ed  in  sa y in g  
“ Y e s ,  w e should very  m u ch ,” P re se n tly  th e  cu rta in  
w as d raw n on one side, an d  a fine face  o f  a  m an  ap p eared  
w ith w h ite  tu rb a u  rou n d  his head, and a  fine b lack  flow 
in g  b eard  and m oustache. H e  h ad fine la rg e  ey e s  a n d  
eyeb row s. H e  ap p eared  to  have o n  a  w hite g arm en t, 
and looked to  m e like a n  In d ia n  p rin ce . H e  h eld  his 
head v e ry  high, looked stead ily  a t  m e, shook hands w ith  
m e, an d  p u t h is  h an d on  m y head a n d  said , “ G od bless

Eou, C h risty ,”  to  w h ich  I  rep lied , “ A m e n , an d  G o d  
less y o u .”  E a c h  s it te r  w as called  u p  b y  th is  sp irit-  

m an  “  J o h n  K in g ,”  a n d  h e  shook han ds w ith  e a c h  p e r
son, and h eld  a  sh o rt con v ersation  w ith each , n o t  fo rg e t
tin g  to  c a ll S e rg e a n t C o x  by n am e, say in g  to  h im , as  he  
did to  each , “  C an  y o u  see  m e ? ”  to  w h ich  h e  rep lied , 
“ Y e s ,  ‘ Jo h n ,’  I  c a n  see  y o u  v e ry  w ell, th a n k  y o u ,  
‘J o h n .’ ”  “ J o h n ”  said, “ Y o u  a r e  w elco m e.”  S o  y o u  
se e , S ir . E d ito r , w e a ll h ad  a  h e a r ty  sh ak e  o f  th e  h a n d  
w ith  “ p sych ic f o r c e ; ”  a n d  so i t  co m es t o  p a ss  t h a t ,  
“  p sy ch ic  fo rce  ”  can  w alk , a n d  “ p sy ch ic  fo rce ”  c a n  ta lk . 
I  know  i t  to  b e  t r u e  b ecau se  I  h av e  h eard  8 e r g e a n t C o x  
an d  o th ers  ta lk  to  “  p sy ch ic  fo rce ,”  a n d  a sk  q u estion s o f  
th e  so-called  “  p sy ch ic  f o r c e ,"  suoh a s , “  M a y  I  see. y o u r  
fa ce , ‘  J o h n  ’P”  “M a y  I  sh ak e  han ds w ith  y o u , M ohn’P "



410 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

W h y  n o t say , “ M ay I  shako hands with you, ‘ psychic  
f o rc e ’ ? ” “  M ay I  see  y o u r face , ‘  psych ic fo rce  ' ?  ”  
W e ll , well, I suppose w e shall all learn in tim e to  call 
th in g s b y th e ir  prop er nam es, as  th e  ap o stle  P e te r  did, 
w hen he saw M oses and E lia s  on th e  m oun t, and heard  
th em  talk  w ith Je su s  o f  his decease, and o f w h at H e  
should accom plish a t  Je ru sa le m  ; as  th e  tw o disciples did 
w hen on th e ir  w ay to  Em inaus, th e  M a ste r  appeared  
u n to  th em , and conversed with th em , and a t  th e  supper- 
tab le  revealed  H im self u n to  th e m ; then th ey  knew  it 
w as th e  L o rd , and said, “ Did n o t ou r h e a rt bu rn  within 
us, w hile H o talked with us by th e  w ay, and w hile he 
opened to  us th e  S crip tu res ? "  Then th ey  could hasten  
to  Jeru salem  to  th e  re s t  o f  th e  breth ren , sayin g, “ W e  

. h a v e  seen a sp irit.” Oh, n o— “ psychic fo rce ,"  oh, no 
“ we have seen th e  L o rd  ; for H e  said unto us, ‘ 0  fools, 
and slow  of h eart to  believe all th e  prop hets have spoken.' 
. . . A nd Ooginning a t  M oses, an a  all th e  prop hets
H e  expounded u n to  them  in all th e  S crip tu res  the  
th in g s  con cern in g H im self." A n d  H e was afterw ards  
seen by 5 ,0 0 0  a t  once, and H o led his disciples o u t ns far  
as  B eth an y , and while blessing th em , H e " w a s  pnrted  
from  th em , and was carried  up in to  heav en .” A nd so 
■the disciples testified to  w h at thoy know to  bo tru e . 

. T h ey  had seen the L o rd , and so I  say  I  have seen “ Joh n  
K in g ,” and “ K atey  K in g ,"  and " J o h n  K in g ’s ”  son, 
and “ P e te r .”  I  have seen th ese  a t  m y own house with  
oth ers. T he above facts, th ey  say , “ a re  stubborn  
th in g s.”— I  rem ain , y o u rs  faith fu lly, C . P . B . Alsop.

L a te  B a p tist M in ister o f  Old F o rd , Bow-

4 6 , H ig h  H o lb o rn , D ecem b er 2 1 s t ,  1872 .

LYCEUM QUESTIONS.

T o give som e idea to  ou r d ista n t sym p ath izers o f  th e  
w ork being done in ou r L y ceu m  w e have selected  a  few  
o f  th e  questions and answ ers th a t  have arisen  a t  our  
Sunday m orning m eetin gs in th e  m onth o f  M arch .

2 n d  M arch .
W hat is  Conscience!'
1. A  N oble, G ran d , inside G u ard ian. (G iv en  from  

one o f  th e  yo u n g er grou p s.)
2 . M an'B percep tion  o f  r ig h t and w rong.
3 . M oral sensation. A s th e  ey e  is pleased with b eau 

tifu l th ings and th e  e a r  w ith delightful sounds so m an ’s 
sp irit is delighted only with w h at is  to  th e  m oral sensa
tion  good and tru e .

4 . Som ething speak ing w ithin u s , th e  D o ity  w ithin  
te llin g  us w h at is r ig h t to  do— as a  fa th er d irects  his 
child.

9 th  M arch .
W hat is In fid elity  ?
1. T o disbelieve w h at o th ers believe.
2 . U n faithfuln ess to  ou r convictions o f  tru th  an d  r ig h t.
3 .  T h e  b igot’s defam ation o f  all th o se  who tru ly  c a rry  

o u t th e  S crip tu ra l in junction to  “ prove all th in g s and  
hold fast th a t  which is  good.

4 .  a . O pposition to  and rejection  o f  tr u th .
b . T o  nold th e  keys o f  th e  kingdom  o f  tr u th  and  

n o t to  e n te r  in ourselves n o r y e t  l e t  o th ers  go in.

1 6 th  M arch .
W h a t is  C ontentm ent?
1 . T h e  fe a st o f  reason and th e  r e su lt  o f  a  reasonable  

feast. (G iv e n  by a  v e ry  young m em b er).
2 ;  A  ch eerfu l m ind sup ported  b y  m od erate  hope.
3 .  C h eerfu lly  to  b e a r o u r  m isfortu nes an d  n o t  to  

m&fce ou rselves u n h ap p y b y  w ishing fo r  m o re  th a n  we 
have.

4 .  T h e  s tag n atio n  o f  s mall m inds.
5 .  S atisfactio n  to  ou r e n tire  n a tu re , m oral, in tellectu al  

a n d  p h ysical.
I t  m ay  b e  w ell t o  m en tion  th a t  th e se  q u estion s origi

n a t e  w ith  th e  ch ild ren . T h e  answ ers a r e  given  on  th e  
follow in g S u n d ay . I t  is  e a rn e stly  desired  th a t  th e  
an sw ers should alw ay s b e  spon tan eous. So m e a re  given  
b y  th e  a d u lt m em b ers o f  th e  L y ce u m . A ll th e  grou p s  
h o w ever a r e  called  u p o n  from  th e  y o u n g e st t o  th e  
o ld e s t and u su a lly  each  grou p  co n trib u te s  on e o r  m ore  
an sw ers. ,

^naiD frs io (^ nations
The grow ing desire fo r  in form ation  on a l l  subjects connect a 

with Spiritualism  an d  F ree  R elig ious thought, has induced u t i  1
--------- vc a portion  o f  our space  fo r  th e  publication  o f  answers t

ions, p r a c t ic a l a n d  S p ir itu a l. We therefore in cite  the pu bl
reserve
questions,
to send vs questions on an y  subject o f  general im port the nw* 
im portant o f  w hich w ill bo subm itted to the controlling sp iritai 
an advanced local circle, a iu l published w ith  the answer as toar 
adm its, those questions o f  m inor im portance which me f e e l  ou ru ka  
competent to answ er w ill  be answ ered  by  the k d ito r . if'c with it 
to be d istinctly  understood that no p erson a l questions will receive 
attention .

Q u e s.— T h e  th eo ry  o f  re -in ca rn a tio n  has given a great 
deal o f  distress to  well w ish ers o f  S p iritu al progress. I B 
it possible th a t i t  c a n  be ta u g h t b y sp irits  conscientious- 
ly . ?

A n s.— R e-in carn atio n  is  n o t  a  f a c t  as  i t  is tau ght by 
som e who profess it. S p irits  w ho te a ch  i t  a re  few in
deed ; th e y  teach  i t  from  a  con sciou sn ess o f  its truth  in 
th e ir  ow n m inds; th e y  believe it , b u t th a t  does n o t prove 
its  co rre c tn e ss  Y o u  have ta u g h t, (conscienciously 
ta u g h t and arg u ed  for, in y o u r  p ast life, ideas totally 
d ifferen t from  th ose y o u  now  hold, a n d  held them  truly 
n o tw ith stan d in g th e re  was evidence on  a ll sides of you, 
within y o u , th a t  w h at y o u  ta u g h t w as n o t th e  t r u t h -  
sufficient indeed to  co n v in ce  yo u . Sp irits enter the 
sp irit-w orld  as  th e y  leave th e  e a r th . T he orthodox 
m an, th orou g h ly  o rth o d o x , believes his God measures 
six fee t tw o ; he h oldeth  a  position on th e  top o f  some 
high m o u n t ; he is su rro u n d ed  by his an g els, his arch
angels, and by th e  trib es  th a t  a r e  saved — and he believes 
i t  still. I f  he still rem ain s in th e  sp h ere  in which his 
m ind w ould cau se  him  to  m ig ra te , noth in g will take 
place to  cau se  him  to  a lte r  th e se  opinions ; men, and 
women he will find, w ho, like h im self lived on earth, and 
exp erien ced  th e  sam e feelin gs th a t  ho did and still does; 
believed th e  sam e d o ctrin es , ta u g h t th em  perhaps ; and, 
con versin g to g e th e r, th e y  have form ed a n  opinion already 
b efore he arriv ed , th a t  th e re  s ta te  is p rep arato ry , that 
th ey  are  w aiting th e ir  full tim e  w hen G od shall send 
fo rth  his an gel w ith tru m p e t in h an d , to  awaken those 
on e a rth  w hen th e  e a rth  shall bo consum ed, and there 
shall be th e  g r e a t  re su rre c tio n  o f  a ll. A n d  as  they pass 
on , o r ra th e r  th e y  s ta y , a n d  tim e  passes on , arid those 
who have en tered  th e  sp irit w orld free  from  such dogmas 
pass on , and th e y  a re  still en velop ed in th e  same cloud 
th a t overh u n g th em  w hen th e ir  eyes closed  upon the 
su n -lig h t, o r  fa in t g lim m erin g  lig h t o f  a  caudle in their 
bed cham bers, w h at will th e y  te a ch  i f  th e y  return  to 
e a rth  b u t th e  sam e dogm as th e y  believe ? they have 
p len ty  o f  au th o rities  to  q u ote; p len ty  o f  bishops, and 
p riests  and d eacon s, who h av e  been known for ages 
b a c k ; th e re  a ll w a i t ; th u s  a ll th in k , a ll know , th a t the 
tim e  is  fa s t ap ro ach in g  w hen th e y  sh all be received into 
e te rn a l g lo ry . T hoy te a c h  th e  sam e, a n d  y o u  only have 
a n o th e r  p h ase o f th e  sam e th em e w hen an y  other doc
tr in e  is  tau g h t. R e -in ca rn a tio n  I  exp lain ed  before in 
th is  w ay. T hose who believe i t  an d  com m u n icate  it to 
e a rth  evidently w ere  n o t  re -in ca rn a te d  ; perhaps there 
w as do n ecessity . H o w ev er, am o n g  th e  coun tless spirits 
th a t  h av e  died, m ay be found som e who have th e  simili
tu d e  o f  m an y e t  th e y  h av e  n o t  developed th e  principle 
w e ca ll m an. In a sm u ch  as  w e ca ll ev ery  c re a tu re  that 
h as developed a  sp irit, w h atev er d e g re e  i t  m ay be, what; 
e v er c o lo r , i t  is  s til l  a  m an ; an d  w h erev er th is germ-, 
prin ciple is  foun d th e re  is  a  sp h ere  corresponding to  it , 
in  w hich h e  m u st dw ell, from  w h ich  h e  m u st ) rogress. 
B u t  th e re  a r e  bein gs th a t  h av e  n o t  developed, and these, 
like a ll o th e r  anim als, die by th e  im m u tab le law  o f nature 
a s  a ll th in g s die, b u t  th e r e  is  no p assin g  aw ay pf™® 
sp irit, b u t  as  an  em an ation  from  th e  vital principle i t  1® lost 
sca tte re d , as  th e  atm osp h ere is  s ca tte re d , o ra s  chaff i n « 1̂  
wind, passin g back to  th o se  fo rm s i n . n a tu re  th a t  have 
n o a ttra c tio n  fo r  th e se  p articles. I t  m ay  be in IjW  
in stan ce  th a t, in  com p an y w ith  o th e r  p articles  to  whicn 
i t  is  a ttra c te d , in  th is n e x t  s ta g e  o f  developm ent there  
m ay b e  th e  p rin cip le  th a t  w e c a ll sp irit. Y o u  m ay to n  
su ch  c re a tu re s , su ch  anim als, is  p erh ap s th e  be®6 
te rm , in  a ll, n e a rly  a ll co u n trie s , m o re  especially in tne 
S o u th  S ea  Islan d s, y e t  b e a r in  m in d  th a t  th e re  are  mea 
o r  sp irits  who a r e  co v ered  w ith  co lo red  skins who are
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far advanced in th e  sp iritu al sca le , and th ou g h  th e y  have 
ot preserved th a t w hich we ca ll civilization th e y  have  

that wo call d ev elo p m en t; th e  one ¡ b  real, th e  o th er  
artificial. I  shall leave y o u r  com m onsenso to  shew you  
which is the real.

T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N .

DICTATED B T  A D IS E M B O D IE D  S P I B I T  AND R E -D E L IV E R E D  

i T  T IIE  M ASO NIC IIA L L  M E L B O U R N E , M ARCH  9 th , 1 8 7 3 .

Men have ever w alked in d ark n ess ; on ly  by degrees  
can the light be in trod u ced  ; only b y slow successive  
stages, will m an learn  th e  tru e  n atu re  o f his being. 
Only by th e  close study o f N a tu re ’s law s, a  stu d y  
occupying a lifetim e, will ho u n d erstan d , th e  sim ple 
alphabet o f  th ose law s, which co n tro l and su stain  him. 
H e has ever confounded th e  tru e  being—-The M a n —  
with its outw ard form — its  body.

The C hristian know s n o g u id e b u t his infallible wri
tings, therefore, being in a  C h ristian  co u n try , o r  w here  
the people recogn ise th e  th eo lo g y  called  C hristian , as  
the only Divine R evelation  ; w e choose to  review  it , in

fircfercnce to  o th ers n o t  called  C h ristian , b u t, noverthe- 
ess, more reliable, a n d  in  som e respects, m ore elevating  

in their nature.
Man crea ted  in th e  im ago o f G o d , lias e v er been r e 

garded, until m odern tim es, as  a  b ein g  ph ysically  like 
bis M aker, b u t o th e r lig h t a t  la s t b reak s upon th e  
horizon, doubts flash a c ro ss  th e  m inds o f  th e  m ore  
enlightened, and th e y  th in k  it  m ay be th a t  th e  resem 
blance exists, n o t in th e  shell, n o t in th e  habitation  o f  
the spirit, b u t in its  in tellig en ce  in th e  life th a t  m anifests, 
itself through a  m aterial form .

Y e t even w ith  th is  g lim m er o f  ligh t, th e y  can n o t  
realize th e  possib ility  o f  th e  tr u e  n a tu re  o f m an, or 
wherein exists th e  resem b lan ce  to  th e  D eity . “ T hou gh  
after worms consu m e m y body, y e t  shall I  see  m y L o rd ;"  
in this con cep tion  ap p eared  th e  first glim m ering o f  a  
direct ray  o f lig h t; in d icatin g  a  d o u b t as  to  th e  tru e  
nature o f  th a t prin ciple w hich co n s titu te s  L i fe ,  and is—  
The Man.

W e know b u t little  how  m an y  con flictin g ideas p re
vailed on th is  su b ject am o n g  th e  a n cie n t Je w s  : b u t, w e  
have sufficient evid en ce th a t, a t  th e  tim e, w hen th e  
Nazarene refo rm er ca m e  am o n g  m en , th e re  w as diversity  
of opinion, as to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  body and th e  s o u l ; 
whether i t  rise, o r  n ev er rise  ag ain , w h eth er i t  should  
return to its  m o th e r e a rth  to  fill o th e r offices, o r  bo 
re-animated elsew h ere. F o r ,  i t  w as rig h tly  considered  
that the sp irit o f  M an  cou ld  b u t in hab it th is w orld, o r  
another sim ilar to  it . T h e  id ea th a t  th e  soul should  
live and enjoy an e x is te n ce  ns re a l in th e  sp iritu al sphere  
as on earth , w as beyond th e  com prehension  o f  th ose  
minds. i

Sufficient lig h t h ad  n o t th e n  sh on e up on th e  Jew ish  
soul.

W o have, th en , in  th e  ch a ra c te r  o f  J e s u s , th e  first 
direct light as  if  com in g from  th e  C e n tra l Sun.

- ~ J »poke tru ly  o f  com ing from  th e  F a th e r , h e  spoke  
of the F a th e r  whom  th e y  knew  n o t, h e  p ointed  th e m  to  
a world th ey  cou ld  a p t  u n d erstan d , a  life  hidden— un der  
ordinary circu m stan ces— from  th e  vision o f  m ortals , y e t  
equally real w ith e a rth  life. B u t  th is  to  th e  Jew s, was 
a stumbling block r a th e r  th a n  a n  aid ; i t  w as d ark n ess to  
them  ra th er th a n  lig h t, and h e  saw  th a t  i t  w as so, and  
said, “ I f  I  h av e  to ld  y o u  o f  e a rth ly  th in g s a n d  ye  
Delieve m e n o t, n o r  u n d erstan d  m e, how  c a n  y o u  believe  
f  W i  ^ ° U h eav en ly  th in g s.”

, ,  »new  o f  th e  s p h e re s ;.o f  th e  m an y  m ansions ;  o f  
. 1 0  w ith a n g e ls ; h e  lo ok ed  fo rw ard  to  th e  happy  

nion w ith M oses and E lia s , a n d  he well knew  th a t  th e  
csurroction from  th e  dead, m u st, o f  n e ce ss ity , be spirit- 
? '  ® artb  to  e a r th , an d  sp irit t o  th e  sou rce  from  
hence i t  cam e, flesh a n d  blood c a n n o t e n te r  in to  tho  
mgdom o f heaven. A n d  y e t  i t  h as  b een  ta u g h t, even  

a  portion  o f  h is sy stem  o f  th eolo gy, th a t  the body 
anses and ascen ds in to  th e  sph eres, 
ine f ?  18 P er ê c t  h arm on y in th e  u n a d u ltera ted  teach -  

b u t in  o rd e r  th a t  th e y  a p p e a r  harm onious, 
U be essen tia l f o r  y o u  to  p erceiv e  th e  fa ct , th a t

id eas have been in terp o la ted  since th e  tim e w hen J e s u s  
ta u g h t, add ed by th e  apostles, w ho, n otw ith stan d in g  
th a t  th e y  w ere  p erm itted  to  behold m an y o f  th e  w onders  
perform ed u n d er th e  m edium ship o f  J e s u s , cou ld  n o t  
com prehend th e  high soul elevatin g principles he tau g h t. 
F a r  be i t  from  us to  blam e them  ; for in ig n oran ce solely  
in ig n oran ce , w ere th ese passages— th ese  id eas— in co r
porated in 'h is  sy stem .— A  system o f  tru e  sp iritu a listic  
philosophy.

I f  you closely  observe th o  w ritings o f  th e  apostlesi 
y o u  will n o tice  th ey  a re  qu ite undecided as  to  th e  n atu re  
o f th e  resu rrectio n , th e  resu rrectio n  looked forw ard to  
by all.

P au l ta u g h t th a t th oro w as a  m aterial body o f the  
e a rth , and a  sp iritu al body from  heaven, doub tless, ho 
had received c learer  in sp irations th a n  som e o f th ose, 
who w ere m ore in tim ately  con n ected  w ith Je su s , while 
lie sojourned upon e a rth . So far th en , w e have dono 
with th e  ap o stolic  ideas o f  th e  re su rre c tio n , shew ing, as  
th e}’ do, th a t, in th e  foundation o f  th e ir  ow n inspired  
w ritin gs th ere  is  no sa tisfacto ry  lig h t given, for that wo 
m ust tu rn  to  th e  teach in gs o f  Je su s  him self, w hich w ere, 
o f  n ecessity , b r ie f  and crude.

H o  felt, th a t  th o se  to  whom he spoke th o  w ords o f  
tru th , w ere unable to  com prehend , so firm ly fixed w ere  
th o  S ad d u cean  o r  P h arisa ic  ideas in th e  m inds o f  th a t  
ag e  and th a t  place, th a t  i t  w as im possible to  rom ovo  
th em , and establish  instoad o f  them , a  con cep tion  o f a  
tru ly  sp iritu al existen ce , sep ara te  and a p a r t  from  tho 
e a rth  body.

M u ch  has been said and w ritten  o f  P au l-ism , aud tho  
form s an d  cerem on ies he established, i t  m ust, how ever, 
bo rem em bered, th a t  P a u l lived in an  ag e  when it  w as 
absolutely  n ecessary  to  havo th em . T h e  people w ere  
no m ore fitted , to  walk w ith o u t tho assistan ce o f  a  creed  
o r  form ula o f w orship, th an  are  th e  m ajority o f  th ose  
who a t  th e  p resen t m om en t a tten d  y o u r p laces of 
w orship. T hey only saw  th en , as th ese only see  now, 
th e  religious principle in its  ou tw ard  form , th e y  could  
n o t realize  m an  a p a r t  from  his body.

T h ey  cou ld  n o t realise tho possibility o f J e s u s  rising  
from  th e  dead, w ith o u t his e a rth ly  tab ern acle .

T h erefo re  w as i t  n ecessary , even to  convince h is  ow n  
follow ers, to  assu m e a  form  a f te r  his resu rre c tio n , like 
to  his e a r th ly  form , so th a t th e y  m igh t believe in  a n  e x 
is te n ce  beyond th e  grave.

W o  m u st now leave th e  th eolo gical teach in g s u tte re d  
a f te r  his ascen sion , b u t b efore th e  darkened periods, 
w hen his follow ers becam e th orou g h ly  d iso rg an ised ; 
w hen tho frag m en ts o f  tru th  w ere sca tte re d  like ch aff in 
th o  wind ; w hen th e  origin al com m u nications becam o as  
d istorted  as  th e y  now ap p ear to  you.

W o  will leave th em , th e y  a r e  o f  no im p o rtan ce  to  tho  
w orld, for th e  li ttle  tru th  th ey  con tain , is  so hidden by  
tho accu m u latio n  o f  e rro r , th a t  i t  is  a  few  g ra in s  o f  
w h eat b u ried  in  b u sh els o f  chaff. T h e  lab o r n ecessary  
to  d iscov er th e se  sm all p articles, is o f  m ore value, th a n  
th e  little  good resu ltin g  from  a  search , even i f  a little  
goo d  cou ld  be atta in ed . W h a t  has been th e  re su lt  o f  
th is  conviction  on g r e a t  m inds ? M en  who a re  n o t  
w illing to  re ce iv e  such w ritin gs as  th e  w ord o f  an  infallible  
re co rd e r, s tan d  ag h ast, a lm o st disgusted w ith th e ir  kind, 
look on ly  in th e  op posite d irection , look to  s e lf  and se lf  
only, to  reaso n , as  th e  only infallible guide. M en  
who look solely to  them selves, w ithout a  lig h t to  rev eal  
th e  in ner ch am b ers o f  th e ir  ow n being, m u st o f  n e ce ss ity  
arg u e  from  a  cen tre .

T o th em  th e  testim o n y  o f  th e  p ast is  valueless, all 
th e  evidence th e y  ca n n o t p oun d in a  m o rta r , c a n n o t feel, 
can n o t w eigh in a  balance, th e y  liken to  th e  g h o stly  
figures o f  th e  d ark  ag es , w hich th e y  ridicu le and tu r n  
from  with con tem p t— and no w onder.

I t  is, indeed, a  w onder, th a t  th e re  a re  so m any  m en  o f  
in telligen ce, holding high and noble positions on  e a r th ,  
who even pro fess  to  believe in  th e se  w ritin gs. V e r y  
good th e  w ritin gs m ay  be, view ed from  th e ir  p ro p er  
stand point, u n d erstood  fo r  w h at th e y w e re , com m u nica
tio n s from  th e sp irit-w o rld jb u tn ev erth eless ,liab le  to e rr o r .  
W h e n  m en o f in tellig en ce  s u rre n d e r  th e ir  reason  an d  
a ccep t a ll  th ese  w ritin g s  as  D ivin e, i t  is n o w onder, th a t  
he o f  positive m ind, re je c ts  ev ery th in g , ou tsid e h is  
individual consciousness.
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F e w  know  th e  p re s e n t e x te n t o f  th is sp irit o f  m ateria l
ism , i t  pervades th e  h igher classes in E u ro p e  to  a  degree  
w hich i f  known to  th e  religious au th orities would astound  
them . I t  m ay be com pared to  a n  a c tiv e  volcano, ready  
to  b u rs t  ben eath  th e ir  feet, and so o v ertu rn  th e  whole 
sy stem  o f th eolo gy, th a t  th e re  shall n o t rem ain one stone  
up on  an o th er. T h e  people o f  E n g lan d  a ro  religious  
beings, b u t, as  a ru le , they do not th in k  upon th e ir  re lig 
ion. G uided gen era lly  by  th e  nobles o f  th e  land, th a t  
is  to  sa y , th e  positive m inds, th e  m en o f  pow er, th ey  
follow  th em , th ey  a re  easily influenced by th e ir  action. 
I f  for in stan ce  ten  noblem en pu blicly sta ted  th e ir  con
viction s on  religious subjects, th e ir  actio n  w ould shake  
th e  system s as th ey  aro , to th e  very foun dation ; so little  
tr u e  vitality  exists in  th e  bonds, which serve, fo r  a tim e, 
to  hold to g e th e r  th e  religious world, th e  religious  
section s o f  E n glish  society . B u t, th ere  a ro  influences  
which ch eck  and p reven t th is  upheaval. S cien ce like a  
leaven m oves in th e  m idst, while i t  eases in one d irection , 
i t  strik es  in an o th er, and everyw here i t  opens a  b reach , 
th ro u g h  which n obler principles can  find an  en tran ce .

S cien ce strikos a  blow, and causes th o  world to  doubt 
th e  a cco u n t o f  its  creation  given in G enesis. P h ilo so
p h ers m ay speak, tru o  loving m en m ay un cover th eir  
heads to  th e  sto rm , b u t w ith ou t effect. T h e  scien tist, 
m e re  m an th ou g h  ho be, says i t  is proved, from  a  
scientific p oin t o f view , th a t  th o  w orld could n o t have  
been so cre a te d , and his d eclaration  is th e  an n ou n ce
m en t, o f  w h at rem ain s a fa c t  f o r  ever.

A  germ  is th u s in trod u ced  am ong m en , a livin g g e r m /  
th a t will grow , till i t  spreads am ong tho w hole m ass. 
M in isters m ay den y th e  tru th  o f  tho teach in gs of 
S cien ce, b u t, grad u ally  th e  m inds o f th e  religious world  
givo w ay , a n a  one m ore shackle is s tru ck  from  th e  
lim bs of enslaved hu m an ity . A gain , i t  is h inted  b y th e  
scie n tist th a t  th is  body w hich so m an y say  m u st rise  
again ,— is co n stan tly  u n dergoing th a t re su rre c tio n —  
each day and each  h o u r adds a  li ttle  to , and tak es  a  li ttle  
from , its su b stan ce. T he yo u th , sh o rt th ou g h  his y ears  
m ay be in com parison to  th ose o f th e  g re y  head ed m an, 
y e t  i t  is tru e , even th e  y o u th  h as  un d ergon e a  full 
resu rrectio n .

T h a t body w hich he on ce  inhab ited  has han ded itse lf  
over, so to  speak, handed itse lf  over, to  i ts  m o th er  
e a rth , e ith e r  to  be stored  u p  ag ain st th e  day o f  
re su rre c tio n , adding con tin u ally  to  its  bulk , m akin g in 
th e  end a  g ian t o f  onorm ous size, o r  else un dergoing  
p erp etu al distribution , and ap p lication  to  th e  uses to  
which G od ordains it . This is, to  ev ery  scien tist, m ost  
obvious, for th ey  know th a t  in every  p rocess o f d ecay  is 
a  p rocess o f  life. C lergym en  m ay p ro te s t , b u t th e  
scien tist declares, philosophers m ay exp ress opinions, 
b u t th e  hard-headed scien tist dem ands p ro o f, and  
am on g nation s, th e  E n glish m an  in p a rticu la r  bows his 
a ssen t to  th e  p ro p rie ty  o f  th a t  dem and, and again , y e t  
an o th er shackle, is  s tru ck  from  th e  relig iou s n a tu re  o f  
hu m an ity . Y e s , even now  m an  can  feel th e  so ft winds

Easing ov er him w ith a  refresh in g  influence, th e  lig h t  
ams in th e  distan ce, and th e  in tellig en ce , u n seen , 

com es. C om es, w hispers to  him  w ho is m o re  advanced  
a n d  questions him , M an , w alking in  th e  lig h t o f  science, 
say , Shall w e live again  ?  Sp eak ! W h e re in  i f  th is body  
ch an ge and ch an g e and pass aw ay, how  shall w e live  
a g a in ?

Y e s ,  th is  d istan t trav ellin g  lig h t b rin g s w ith  i t  th e  
an sw er. L is te n ?  “ T h e  S cie n tis t b reak s aw ay  th e  
m a te ria l, like as  th e  h en  b reak s aw ay th e  shell.”

L if e  E te rn a l, an d  th e  know ledge o f  th e  sph eres, 
w h ich  is  th e  hom e o f  th e  sp irit, com es, n o t from  th e  
S cien tist, who w orked faith fu lly , b u t, in  a  m easu re  
blindly, n o t  know ing to  w h at h is  lab ors w ould ten d , n o t  
from  th e  scien tist, b u t, from  th e  soft, lovin g, and  
en ticin g  lig h t, t h a t  s tea ls  in , a n d  g e n tly  w hispers, 
re v ealin g  to  th e  n o b le b ein g  w ho dw ells w ithin th e  
sh ell, in hab itin g th a t  form  o f  c la y  b u t fo r  a  season  
in s tru c ts  him th u s , an d  co m fo rts  him , by th e  assu ran ce’, 
th a t ,  w hen th re e  sco re  y e a rs  a n d  te n  h av e  end ed, th e re  
is  f o r  him , a  new body, a  n ew  h o u se, n o t  m ad e o f  e a rth  
m a te ria ls , e te rn a l in  th e  h eavens. I t  w ould b e  possible, 
th o u g h  w e do n o t  ap p rove o f  it , t o  ta k e  ev en  a  
h u m o ro u s view  o f  th is  question, an d  p ic tu re  to  y o u  all 
k in d s o f  s tra n g e  scen es, a risin g  o u t o f  th a t  old. a n d  w orn

o u t th eo ry , o f  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  th e  body. W e  ah n 
refrain  from  su ch  a  co u rse . T h o  p ictures o f a  batf 
field, dead bodies b estrew ed , ocean  beds where lie t T  
form s o f th ou san d s, e a ch  o f  th ese  tak ing to  itself al'fif 
th e  d ry  bones o f  th e  v a lley  sh ak in g  and rattling  
to  kindred bodies, a rm s a n d  legs in  a ll directions’flyin/ 
B u t  th e  su b je ct is one to o  solem n, to o  real, too grand! 
to  con sid er in  su ch  a  lig h t. T h e  e rro rs  o f  th e  past wera 
n ecessary , th e  op inions th a t  m en  still hold it i. 
n ecessary  th e y  should hold, an d  th erefore, my friends 
learn  h u m ility , n o t like th e  P h arisee  in olden time 
sayin g “ T h an k  G o d , I  am  n o t a s  o th e r men are" but 
th an k  G o d  th a t  y o u  possess a  li ttle  m ore light than other 
m en, y e t  have on ly  sufficient to  know your own 
ign oran ce, only sufficient s tre n g th  to  know your 
th orough w eakness, fo r  th e  ch ild ren  which a t  best you 
a re , m ove upon e a r th , b u t h av e  y e t  to  open their eyes 
as  in fan ts in a  n ew  w o rld , w h ere  y o u  will behold all 
things in a  n atu ra l and b e au tifu l form .

E v ils  u n d er w h ich  y o u  m oan, clouds of darkness 
which seem  to  c a r r y  v en g ean ce  w ith thorn, will all be 
u n d erstood , when th e y  a r e  illum in ated  by a  knowledge, 
o f  th o  tru o  prin ciples o f  life and progress. There is a 
com m on e rro r  am o n g  m en , over has been, and ever will 
rem ain .— M en  a ro  to o  a p t  to  th in k  th ey  have more 
kn ow ledge th a n  th e ir  n eigh b ou rs, th a t th ey  possess a 
b rig h ter  lig h t th a n  o th e r  p eo p le ; th e y  know, while others 
sim ply th in k ; th e y  a r e  aw ak e , o th e rs  a re  dreaming.

E v e ry  one o f  y o u  m u st rem em b er, th a t these varied 
cond itions o f  m ind a r e  essen tia l to  th e  dovelopement of 
all. G o d  as Oood, cou ld  n o t  b e  understood without 
evil, w hich m en p erson ify  as a  D evil.

L i g h t  cou ld  n o t  b e  a p p re cia te d  w ith ou t darkness, tho 
calm  w ith o u t th o  s to rm , lovo w ith o u t hate , right with
o u t w ron g, no m o re  th a n  th e  seed could becom e the full 
c o m  w ith o u t being sow n. F r o m  th e  d ecay, from what 
m en  call d eath  and d ecom p o sitio n , life com es forth, first, 
th e  m in u te in d icatio n , th e  b lad e , la s t o f all the full 
co m , th a t  is th e  n a tu re  o f  y o u r  exp erien ce; and who 
know s, a n d  w ho ca n  s a y  w h a t th e re  is  behind the veil 
w h ich  th e  w o rld  can  Bee h an g in g  before them, a veil 
w hose foldB a re  eq u ally  discernib le by th e  cultivated 
m ind, and by th e  wild a n d  u n tu to re d  savage, whose 
h ig h er co n cep tio n s o f  p leasu re , a r e  “ th e  happy hunting 
grou n d s”  h e  ta lk s ab o u t.

H e  th in k s o f  th o  d is ta n t p ra irie s , o f t h e  loving ones 
gone b efore him , feelin gs w h ich  in d icate  th e  nature 
w ithin, th e  o u te r  form  b ein g  a  tab ern acle  which men 
o u g h t to  learn  how  to  u se , an d  like a  garm ent how to 
la y  i t  aside.

F o r  th oso h olding th e  gloom y view s o f  orthodoxy, 
cou ld  th e re  be a n y  m o re  su itab le  cerem on y, than that 
w hich is ad o p ted  b y C h ris tia n  peo p le to  wind up tho 
c lo sin g  scen es o f  a  life, w h ose f u tu re  is to  them, 
su rro u n d ed  w ith  so  m u ch  u n ce rta in ty .

A d ark  h eav y  pall o f  d o g m atic  teach in g , overhanging 
th e  so u l, p lu m es n eav y  a n d  dep ressin g, wave over the 
new -born  sp irit, s im ilar t o  th o se , th a t  accompany the 
n a tu ra l d ecay in g  b o d y  t o  i t s  m o th e r  e a r th , where i t  will 
u n d erg o  its  final dissolution . . ,  .

T h e  g ra v e , void o f  th e  su n lig h t, Man’s life, void ot 
hope a n d  love, m u st b e  sim ilar t o  th e  condition of minn 
o f  su ch  a n  o n e  w ho c a n n o t see  a  life , fo r  him , 8UP®n ° /  
to  th a t  j u s t  end ed. I f  w e r is e  n o t, “ th e n  are we ot au
m en  m o st m iserab le .”

W h a t  can  th e re  b e , in  co n n exio n  w ith  th e  body * . 
M a n  t o  ca u se  th e  sp ir it to  d esire  a  re tu rn , to  its ° 
te n e m e n t ? T h e  to il b e n e a th  th e  su m m er's sun, t  
an xieties  o f  th e  e a r th  life , th e  w a rrin g  constantly wi 
th e  g ro s s e r  feeliu es o f  th e  body, th e  in cessan t s tw g ir  
w ithin, to  a tta in  th e  m a ste ry  b y m in d  ov er m atter, 
c o n s titu te  a  b a ttle , a  w e a ry  b a t tle , th a t  n o  spirit wo 
again  desire to  e n a ct.

T h e  tr u e  sp iritu al life  and re su rre c tio n  is  y e t  a  
te r y  t o  th e  v a s t m a jo rity  o f  e a r th ’s  children, a“ “ ’ 0-
to  b rin g fu r th e r  lig h t to  m an k in d  u p o n  th is  all 1‘nF ^  
ta n t  su b ject, th a t  w e co m e, m ak in g  u se  o f  a ll '¡iea? 8,aW 
m edia w e find available. F u r t h e r  lig h t  to  m ake the i 
m o re a ttra c tiv e , to  co n v e rt th e  d a rk  and terrible  
w hich closes life , in to  t h e . b rig h te s t an d  m ost u  
sp ired  an ticip ation .
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W e point y o u  to  th e  la s t  scen es o f  earth -life , and ask  
of those who a re  m o st fam iliar w ith  th em , if  th e re  is n o t  
evidence in n u m b erless in stan ces , in th e  lig h t seen on  
the countenances o f  th e  dy in g , th a t  th e y  alread y  behold 
the first scene in th a t  n ew  life, up on w hich th e y  are  
aboui to en ter. T he sp ir it w ill alw ays leave th e  body 
slowly, when n atu ra l law s a r e  com plied w ith, free from  
pain, passive in m ind, s tro n g  in sp irit, th ou g h  th e  eye  
be closed, th ough all m ateria l ob jects becom e in distinct, 
yet there is a  b rig h ter  view , fo r  th e  vision o f  th e  d e p a rt
ing spirit so p en etra tes  th e  fu tu re , as  to  leave n o shadow  
of doubt. Then th e  vision opens, becom es con sciou s, then  
the surrounding e a rth  frien ds, w ith a n x ie ty  upon th eir  
countenances, Teel th e  e x tre m itie s  as  th ey  grow  cold. 
The heat passes aw ay slow ly, risin g  to  th e  head. A fte r  
this, you know nothing. B u t  th e  v e ry  p articles  o f  life 
that once moved th e  m uscles, w ith pow er and a ctiv ity , 
forir. a lmlo roun d th e  h ead  o f  th e  d ep artin g  on es, co n 
stituting the m eans by w hich th e y  see, and is, indeed, 
tho atm osphere o f  th e ir  ow n tr u e  being. K in d  and
loving spirits now ap p ro ach  th e  form , com e w ithin th e  
radius of th a t in fluence, w hich is con sciou s o f  lifo, alw ays  
conscious, b ecau se in th a t  a tm o sp h ere  i t  sees th e  m ag
netism o f its own sou l, in th a t  c ircle , i t  m ay be, i t  sees th e  
faces, clearly visible, o f  th o se  loved on es gone before, who 
now are  p resen t, to  en co u rag e , and to  m ake th a t  m om ent, 
ono o f  pleasu re, o f  profou n d  happiness which y o u  can 
not understand.

Smiling faces, b eam in g with love and w elcom e now  
greet the new ly op ened vision, and is  i t  n o t a  blessing, 
that, the last m om en ts o f  m aterial life should bo veiled  
from tho grief-strick en  cp u n ten an ces, o f  th o se  w ho bond 
over tho body now a b o u t to  be v acated .

Slowly does th o  sp ir it le t  g o  th e  organ s, i t  needs them  
no longer, silen tly do th e  new  pow ers o f  th e  Bpirit open  
out, and all th e  a ttr ib u te s  o f  th e  n o b lest being becom e  
positive, as th e  pow ers o f  th e  brain  loosen th e ir  hold  
and become n egative. E v e n  th a t  love, w hich, in  i ts  o u t
ward form on oarth , bound s tro n g ly  on e to  a n o th e r, even  
such a love, does a t  su ch  tim es, occasion ally  ap p e a r to  
have broken its  co rd , a n d  a  lo ok  o f  calm  indifference  
may rest upon th e  co u n ten an ce . T h is on ly  indicates  
the possession o f  an  in te r io r  p o w er o f  love com bined  
with wisdom, w hich sees folly in m o u rn in g  o v er th e  
severance o f  a  ch ain , w h ich  m u st be re-u n ited . T he  
departing spirit, w ith a  beau tifu l calm n ess on  th e  co u n 
tenance, e n ters  in to  co n v ersatio n  with u n seen  friends. 
This is freq u en tly  a ttrib u te d  to  a  w an dering o f  th e  
mind. A nd so w e w atch  a  d ep artin g  b ro th er o r sister.

B u t under th e  p re s e n t sy stem , as  w e se e  it , w h at 
makes th e  scen e so d a r k ?  W h y  should i t  be th u s  
attended w ith g rief , h e a r t  th rillin g , h e a r t  b u rstin g  grief. 
Why should a  m o th e r feel sad  beyond a ll exp ressio n , as  
she realises th e  p ossib ility  o f  h e r  child  b ein g  ta k e n  in to  

a™ 8 o f a  blessed  S av io u r, o r  a  fa th e r  reflectin g  on  
the shortcom ings o f h is so n ’s life, p ra y  a n d  tr u s t  in 
the efficacy of th e  red eem in g  blood. N ev erth eless , all 
the good actio n s o f th e  so n  co m e u p  b efore th e  p aren ta l  
vision, leading to  a  hope, th a t  in  th e se , regard less o f  th e  
redeeming blood, m ay  b e  fo u n d  a  ti tle  to  e te rn a l life, 
r e t  depressed in  sp irit, a n d  con tin u in g  so from  a  reco l-  

■ lection o f  his so n ’s  follies a n d  crim es.

Even am ong th e  few  w ho a r e  saved, a cco rd in g  to  
orthodoxy, even am o n g  th e m  th e  g r ie f  is  g re a t, th e  
reason for which w e do n o t  u n d erstan d .

'  i f  f*le‘r  fa 'tk  be w o rth  an y th in g , i t  should su re ly  be 
sufficient to  re co n cile  th e m  to  a  p a rtin g  w ith th e ir  
n  t  \  ^  th e  faith  o f  th e  on loo k ers be tr u e , i t  should  
ffiake them  h ap py to  k n ow  th a t  th e ir  b ro th ers  o r  sisters  

ere safe a t  last, in  th e  a rm s o f  A b rah am .
B u t, th e  fa c t is , th e  soul o f  m an  resp ond s on ly  to  

yfnth, nothing b u t th e  tr u th  w ill satisfy  th e  dem ands o f  
th ehu m on spirit.

Unless th e re  is  evid en ce o f  that  ;in- th e  theologies, 
ere  “  w anting th a t  p rin cip le  w hich w ill in sp ire  th e  

ictth certainty  a s  o f  th e  im m u tab le  law s o f n atu re . 
B u t now , th e  blinds o f  th e  b ed -ch am b er a r e  draw n  

B1 'Tn : p rep aration s f o r  th e  final rem oval a r e  a ll com - 
J  le“ 1 a“ d  w e often  behold th e  n ew -b o rn  sp irit, m oving  

ong th e  m o u rn ers , sooth in g  th e  d istress««  a n d  griev-

H e re  to o  is th e  young sp irit freq u en tly  m u ch  in jured , 
b y th e  un con trolled  an a  hopeless g r ie f  o f  th o se  to  whom  
i t  is 8till held by love and sym p ath y. O h ! “  L e t  th e re  
be lig h t th a t  M an  m ay know  th e  tr u e  n a tu re  o f  him self, 
th a t death , so m uch feared , is b u t th e  doorw ay to  a b rig h t  
and e tern al hom e, w hore th ose w ho have lo n g  been  
p arted  will m eet again , w h ere p aren ts and ch ild ren  who 
nave lived in happiness on  e a rth , whose sp irits  a re  in  
affinity, aroun d whom th e  silver c o rd  o f  love has once  
been tw ined, all will bo again  un ited . T h en  shall th e re  
be n o m ore separation , each  shall re jo ice  in th e  h ap p i
ness o f  o th ers, and th e n  shall com m en ce, an e te rn a l u n 
folding o f th e  in tellectu al and spiritual pow ers, w hich is 
now, and m u st alw ays rem ain , fa r  beyond th e  com p re
hension o f  earth ly  m inds.

A ll a re  m oving tow ard s th is  cro w n  o f light. L e t  
y o u r fe e t e v er be found tread in g  th e  upw ard p ath  o f  
d u ty . G ive hood to  th a t  voice o f  conscien ce, which  
d icta tes  to  you y o u r h igh est th o u g h ts , y o u r  h ig h e st' 
sen se o f righ t. G ive heed to  th a t  voice o f  conscien ce, 
w hen gu ided and d irected  by reason.

L is te n  n o t to  i t  blindly, fo r  con scien ce  influenced o r  
over-rid den , b y any form  o f sectarianism ', is but e r ro r .—  
w hile co n scien ce , th a t  in te rio r  voice, w hen it  is  th e  
re su lt o f  reason, p u re  and free , is a  v o ice  th a t  calls  you  
upw ard, and in so doing should be regard ed , as th e  voice  
o f  G od.

M R  A . R . W A L L A C E  F .R .S .  O N  S P I R I T U A L  

P H E N O M E N A .

(2 b  the E d ito r  o f  the  “ T im e s " )

S i b , — H av in g  been nam ed by several o f  y o u r  
corresp o n d en ts as  ono o f  th e  scientific m en who 
believe in S p iritu alism , y o u  will perhaps allow  m o to  
s ta te  briefly w h at am o u n t o f  evidence has forced  th e  
b elief upon m e. I  began th e  in vestigation  ab o u t e ig h t 
y e a rs  ago , a n d  I  esteem  it  a  fo rtu n a te  th in g  th a t a t  th a t  
tim e th e  m o re  m arvellou s ph enom ena w ere  far less 
com m on , and less accessib le than th e y  a re  now , b ecau se  
I  w as led to  exp erim en t la rg e ly  a t  m y ow n house, a n d  
am on g frien d s whom  I  cou ld  tr u s t , and w as a b le  to  
establish  to  m y own satisfaction , by m oans o f  a  g re a t  
v a rie ty  o f  te s ts , th e  o ccu rre n ce  o f  soun ds and m ove
m en ts n o t tra ce a b le  to  an y  know n o r conceivable  
ph ysical cau se . H av in g  th u s becom e th orou g h ly  
fam iliar with th ese  un doubtedly gen uin e phenom ena, I  
w as ab le  to  co m p are  th em  w ith  th e  m ore pow erful 
m anifestations o f  several public m edium s, and to  
recogn ise a n  id en tity  o f  cau se in  both by m enus o f  a  
n u m b er o f  m in u te  b u t highly  ch a ra cte ristic  resem blances. 
I  w as also  able, b y p a tie n t ob servation , to  o b tain  te s ts  
o f  th e  re a lity  o f  som e o f  th e  m o re  cu rio u s p h enom en a  
w hich ap p eared  a t  th e  tim e, and still ap p e a r to  m e to  be  
conclu sive. T o go in to  details as  to  th o se  exp erien ces  
w ould req u ire  a  volum e, b u t I  m ay, p erh ap s, be 
p erm itted  briefly to  describe one, from  n o te s  k e p t a t  
th e  tim e, b ecau se  i t  serv es as  a n  e x am p le  o f  th e  
com p lete  s e cu rity  ag ain st decep tion  w hich o ften  o ccu rs  
to  th é  p a tie n t ob server w ith o u t seekin g for it.

A  lad y  who h ad seen n o th in g  o f  th e  p h enom en a  
asked m e and m y  s is te r  to  acco m p an y h e r  to  a  w ell- 
known pu blic m edium . W e  w en t, a n d  had a  sittin g  
alon e in th e  b rig h t ligh t o f a  su m m er's d ay . A fte r  a  
n u m b er o f  th e  u su al rap s and m ovem ents, o u r  lad y  
frien d ask ed  i f  th e  nam e o f  th e  d eceased  p erson  sh e  w as  
desirous o f  com m u nicating w ith  cou ld  be s p e lt o u t. O n  
receivin g a n  an sw er in th e  affirm ative, th e  lad y  pointed  
su ccessively  to  th e  le tte rs  o f  a  p rin ted  alp h ab et, w hile  
I  w ro te  dow n th ose a t  w h ich  th r e e  affirm ative rap s  
o ccu rred . N e ith e r  I  n o r  m y 's is te r  knew  th e  nam e th e  
lad y  wished fo r, n o r  even th e  nam es o f  a n y  o f  h er  
d eceased  relativ es  ; h e r  ow n nam e had n o t  been  
m entioned, and she h ad n ev er been n e a r  th e  m edium  
before. T h e  follow ing is  e x a c tly  w h a t happened, 
e x ce p t th a t  1  a lte r  th e  su rn am e, w hich w as a  v e ry  
unusual one, h av in g no. a u th o rity  to ’ publish it . T he  
le tte rs  I .  w ro te  down w ere  o f  th e  follow ing k in d :—

Lr n e h j n o s p m o h t .  A f te r  th e  f irs t  th re e — y  r  n —  
d  been ia k e n  down, m y frien d  said , “  T h is  is  n onsense ;
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w e h ad b e tte r  begin ag ain .” J u s t  th en  h e r  pen cil was 
a t  e, an d  rap s cam e, w hen a  th o u g h t s tru ck  m e (having  
re a d  of, b u t never witnessed a  sim iliar o ccu rre n ce ,) and  
I  said, “  P lease  go on ; I  th ink I  see w h at is m ean t.” 
W h o n  th e  spelling w as finished I  handed th e  p ap er to  
h e r, b u t she could see  no m oaning in i t  till I  divided it  
a t  th e  first h , and asked h er to  read  each portion  
back w ard s, w hen to  h er in ten se aston ishm ent th e  nam e  
“  H e n ry  T h om p son " cam e o u t, th a t o f  a deceased son o f  
whom  she had wished to  hear, c o r re c t  in every  le tte r. 
J u s t  ab o u t th a t tim e I  had been hearin g ad nauseam  o f  
th e  superhum an acu ten ess o f m edium s who d e te c t  the  
le tte rs  o f  th e  nam e th e  deluded visitors oxp ect, 
n o tw ith stan d in g all th e ir  caro  to  pass th e  pen cil over  
th e  le tte rs  w ith p erfect regu larity . This experien ce, 
how ever (fo r th e  sub stantial accu ra cy  o f  which as  above 
n arra ted  I  vo u ch ), w as and is, to  m y m ind, a com plete  
d isp ro of o f  every  explanation y e t  given o f th e  m eans by 
which th e  nam es ol deceased persons a re  rapped out. 
O f co u rse , I  do n o t e x p e c t any scep tic, w hether  
scientific o r unscientific, to  a cce p t such facts, o f  which I  
could give m any, on m y testim on y, b u t n eith er m ust 
th e y  e x p e c t me, n o r  th e  thousands o f  in telligen t m en to  
whom  equally conclusive te s ts  have o ccu rred , to  a cce p t  
th e ir  sh o rt and easy  m ethods o f  explaining them .

I f  I  am  n o t occup yin g too m uch o f  y o u r valuable  
space, I  should like to  m ake a few  rem ark s on th e  
m isconceptions ol m any scientific m en as to  th e  n atu re  
o f  th is inquiry, tak in g  th e  le tte rs  o f  y o u r  corresp o n d en t 
M r. D ircks as  an  exam ple. In  the first p lace he seems 
to  think th a t i t  is an a rg u m e n t ag ain st th e  fa cts  being  
genuine th a t they can n o t all be produced and exh ib ited  
a t  wi l l ; and an o th er arg u m en t ag ain st th em , th a t  they  
ca n n o t be explained by any known laws. B u t  n eith er  
can  catalep sy , th e  fall o f m eteo ric  ston es, n o r hydro
phobia be produced a t  will ; y e t  th ese  a re  all facts, and  
n o n e th e  less so th a t th e  first ¡b som etim es im itated , the  
second w as once denied, and th e  sym p to m s o f th e  th ird  
a r e  often  g reatly  exag g era ted , while none o f  th em  are  
y e t b ro u g h t under th e  dom ain o f  s tr ic t  scien ce  ; y e t  no  
one would m ako th is an  arg u m en t fo r  refu sin g to  
in vestigate  th ese  sub jects. A gain , I  should n o t  have 
exp ected  a  scientific m an to  s ta te , as  a  reason for n o t  
exam ining it, th a t  Spiritualism  “ is opposed to  every  
know n n atu ra l law , especially th e  law  o f  g rav ity ,”  and  
th a t  i t  “ se ts  ch em istry , hum an physiology, and  
m ech anics a t  open d efian ce ; w hen th e  facts  sim ply are  
th a t  th e  phenom ena, if  tru e , depend upon a cau se o r  
cau ses which can  overcom e o r  co u n te ra ct th e  actio n  o r  
th ese  several fo rces  ju s t  as  som e o f  th ese forces often  
c o u n te ra ct o r  overcom e oth ers ; and th is  should surely  
be a  s tro n g  in d u cem en t to  a m an o f  scien ce  to  
in vestigate  th e  subject.

W h ile  n o t laying an y  claim  m y self to  th e  ti tle  o f  “ a 
rea lly  scientific m an,” th e re  a re  som e w ho deserve th a t  
e p ith e t who have n o t y e t  been m entioned b y y o u r  
corresp o n d en ts as a t  th e  sam e tim e S p iritu alists . Su ch  
I  consid er th e  la te  H r . R o b e rt C ham bers, as  well as  D r. 
E llio tso n , P ro fesso r W illiam  G reg o ry , o f  E d in b u rgh  ; 
an d  P ro fesso r H are , o f  Philadelphia— all, u n fo rtu n ately , 
d eceased  ; while D r. G u lly , o f  M alvern , as  a  scientific  
ph ysician , and Ju d g e  Ed m ond s, on e o f  th e  b e st  
A m erican  law yers, h av e  had th e  m o st am ple m eans o f  
in vestigation  ; y e t  a ll th ese  n o t  only w ere convinced o f  
th e  re a lity  o f  th e  m ost m arvellou s f a c t s ; b u t also  
acce p te d  th e  th eo ry  o f  m o d em  Spiritu alism  as  th e  only  
one which w ould em b race and a cco u n t for th e  facts . I  
am  also  acq u ain ted  w ith  a  living physiologist o f  high  
ra n k  as  a n  orig in al in vestig ator, who is  a n  equ ally firm  
believer.

In conclusion, I  may say that although I  have heard 
a great many accusations of imposture, I  have never 
detected it myself; and, although a large proportion 
of the more extraordinary phenomena are such, that, if 
impostures, they could only be performed by means of 
ingenious apparatus or machinery, none has ever been 
discovered. I  consider it no exaggeration to say, that 
the main facts are now as well established and as easily 
verifiable as any of the more exceptional phenomena of 
nature which are not yet reduced to law. They have a 
most important bearing on the interpretation of history, 
which is full of narratives of similar facts, and on the

n a tu re  o f  life a n d  in te llect, on  w h ich  physical science 
th row s a  v e ry  feeble an d  u n ce rta in  lig h t ; and it  is mv 
firm  and d elib erate  b elief th a t  e v e ry  b ran ch  o f  philoso- 
ph y m u st suffer till th e y  a re  h o n estly  and seriously 
in vestigated , and d e a lt w ith a s  co n stitu tin g  an essential 
portion o f  th e  p h enom en a o f  h u m an  n atu re .— I  am sir 
y o u rs  obediently,

A lfbed R. W allace.

E X T R A C T  F R O M  S E R G E A N T  C O X 'S  L E T T E R  

I N  R E F E R E N C E  T O  T H E  D IA L E C T IC A L  

S O C I E T Y ’S  R E P O R T .

( F ro m  the T im es, J a n u a r y  1st. 18 7 3 .)

S i r , — P e rm it m o, as  a m em b er o f  th e  Investigation  
C om m ittee  o f  th e  D ialectical S o ciety , whose report has 
been so stran g ely  m isrep resen ted , to  s ta te  briefly tho 
facts.

O u r first o b ject w as e x p e r im e n t; o u r  second, to 
co lle ct th e  exp erien ce  an d  opinions alike o f  the Bup. 
p o rte rs  and opponents o f  w h at w e believed to  be super
stitio n  based upon an im p o stu re.

In  acco rd a n ce  w ith th o  p ra c tice  o f  a ll com m ittees, tho 
in form ation th u s recoivod from  o th ers  w as printed ver- 
batim  in th e  A p p en d ix. T h e y  a re  individual communi- 
catio n s, for th e  co n te n ts  o f  w h ich  th e  C om m ittee are in 
no w ay responsible.

B u t th e  C om m ittee  for E x p e rim e n t held no less than 
4 0  m eetin gs, u n d er s tr ic t  cond itions. N o  scientific en
quiry w as over m ore cau tio u sly  and exhaustively con
du cted . Four-flftliB o f th e  C o m m ittee , w ith mysolf, 
e n tered  upon th e  en q u iry  e n tire ly  scep tica l, and confi
d e n t th a t w e should d e te c t  a  frau d  o r  dissip ate a  delu
sion.

T h e  C om m ittee  w as com posed o f  p ractica l men of 
scien ce , exp erien ced  law yers, shrew d m en o f  business. 
I t  w ould be im possible to  find a  m o re  competent 
ju ry .

W e  a sce rta in e d  a t  o n ce  th a t  i t  w as n o t  a  delusion. 
T h e re  w ere  aud ib le soun ds a n d  visible m otions.

W e re  th e se  th e  p ro d u ct o f  frau d  ? W e  had no paid 
m edium , and th e  exp erim en ts  w ere  con d u cted  in our 
ow n hom es. B u t  so lo n g  as  a  fin g er w as upon th e  table, 
th e re  was no assu ran ce , h o w ever im prob able, th a t i t  was 
n o t m oved b y th e  in voluntarily  m u scu lar actio n  to  which 
i t  w as a ttrib u te d  b y F a ra d a y , I t  w as n o t u n til dining 
tab les, w hich tw o  s tro n g  m en  co u ld  ra ise  w ith  difficulty, 
w ere m oved over sp aces v ary in g  from  th re e  fe e t to  three 
m iles, w ith o u t c o n ta c t  o r  possibility  o f  c o n ta c t  o r com
m u n ication  «with an y  o f  th o se  p re se n t, an d  th is repeated  
a t  12 d ifferen t m eetin gs in  variou s ro o m s an d  under tho 
s tr ic te s t  te s t  w hich in g en u ity  cou ld  devise, th a t  tho 
C om m ittee  w ere  com pelled  re lu c ta n tly  to  th e  conclusion 
th a t  a  fo rce  w as exh ib ited  w h ich  h ith erto  h ad  n o t been 
reco gn ised  in scien ce, a n d  w h ich  w as n o t  e ith e r  o f tho 
n a tu ra l forces kn ow n to  scien ce .

W e  w itnessed  th e  a u to m a tic  m o tio n  o f  o th e r lessor 
a rtic le s  o f  fu rn itu re  rep eated ly , b u t  th e  size  and weight 
o f  th e  tab les  so m oved m ak e th e  exp erim en ts  w ith them 
th e  m o st sa tisfa cto ry . *

We found also that the motions and sounds wore 
directed by intelligence of some kind, for they were 
often made in obedience to requests both as regards 
direction and number.

Thus beginning as hardened sceptics, hoping to detect 
and expose an imposture, we were compelled by the in
vestigation we had made to report to the society a result 
wholly unanticipated by it or by ourselves. The con
clusions to which we came were in substance these _ (1 
have not the very words before me) :—“That there is a
force proceeding from, or in  some manner as je t  un
known associated with, the human organisation, by 
which heavy bodies are moved and audible sounds made 
upon them without muscular contact or communication; 
that this force operates only within a limited distance 
from such organization, and that it is frequently directed 
by intelligence.” The remainder of the letter is in re
ference to Mr. Cox's “Psychic Force" theory.
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MB. C. F .  V A E L E Y ,  F .E .S . ,  O N  T H E  "  T IM E S "  

D I S C U S S I O N .

M f  dear--------, T h an k s fo r  y o u rs  o f th e  4 th  in st. I
am not inclined to  w rite  to  th e  Tim es  a t  p resen t.

I t  is a  w ell-know n fa c t  th a t  I  have for m any years, 
both volun tarily and , som etim es, in voluntarily studied  
the spiritual p h enom en a, a n d  fu rth e r, I  have alw ays  
been willing to  h elp  e a rn e s t en q u irers, when th e  la tte r  
have desired in form ation .

I  do n o t see  th a t  a n y  le t te r  o f  m ine now would do 
any real good. M y  le t te r  w ritten  to  D r. Tyndall, 
token he requ ested  in form ation  upon th e  subject, has been 
published in th e  S p ir itu a l M a g a z in e , and o th er papers  

W hen th e  D ia le c tica l S o cie ty  desired inform ation I 
gave it, and su b m itted  to  a  cro ss-exam in ation  ; b u t, how 
did the ou tside pu blic re ce iv e  m y s ta te m e n ts , o r  those  
of L o rd  L in d say  and th e  E a r l o f  D u n raven  ? The  
public sim ply d en ou n ced  u s  as  e ith er m ad, wilful 
m isrepresent era  o f  th e  tr u th , o r  as people having 
dealings w ith th e  devil.

W hen th e  pu blic is read y  and willing to  listen to  
truth, which, in som e sense, runs co u n te r  to  the  
commonly acce p te d  faith , I  will n o t o b ject to  use iny 
pen— till th en , I  c a r e  n o t w h at th e  public th in k  upon 
the subject.

I  have receiv ed  li ttle  else  th an  abuse from  th e  daily  
press for th e  fo u r o r  five a r tic le s  o r  n otes I  have already  
written upon S p iritu alism , and have had m y reputation  
as a scientific m an assailed  in consequence.

You know how  g ro ssly  D r. C a rp e n te r  w en t o u t o f  his 
way to libel m e in his eg o tis tica l a r tic le  in tho Q uarterly  
Review, and he is  a  fa ir  specim en o f th o  public in 
narrow-m indedness

W hen th e  pu blic is in e a rn e st and an xiou s to  know  
the truth  o f  th e  m a tte r , th e  public m u st com e to  m e. I  
will not g o  to  th e  public.

B u t th e re  a r e  m an y m en  who have seen m ore th an  I  
have, and who know  m o re  a b o u t th e se  su b tle  pheno
mena than I  do, a n d  who, th in k in g  th e y  have a  mission  
to force tru th  up on  th e  public, a re  b e tte r  fitted th an  I  
am for th a t pu rp ose. I  have no su ch  m ission.

I f  th e  T im es  be an xiou s upon th e  su b ject, le t  tho  
Times invite i ts  ow n ed ito rs , a n d  those o f  a l l  the other 
leading jo u rn a ls ,  to  form  a  com m ittee o f  in vestigation , 
and le t th em  publish an u n varn ish ed  a cco u n t o f  tho  
tests applied, o f  w h at th e y  discover, and give op en ly  th e  
conclusions to  w hich th e y  a re  led. T h ey  m igh t invite  
some scientific m e n  o f  kn ow n ab ility , and who are  
sceptics, to  jo in  th em . T h is in vestig ation  should bo 
earned on by efficient rep resen tativ es o f  a l l  th e  leading  
journals, so th a t  th e y  shall have n o fe a r  o f  publishing  
in full th e  con clu sion s to  w hich th e y  com e.

In  answ er to  y o u r  seco n d  qu estion , I  have established  
for m yself th e  follow ing f a c t s : —

F ir s t— A  c e rta in  class o f  peo p le— “ m edium s”  
especially— g iv e  off a  pow er w h ich  S e rg e a n t C o x  and  
M r. Crookes h av e  nam ed  psych ic force .

Second— T h a t th a t  fo rce  is  co n tro lled  by, o r  u sed  by, 
the spirits o f  o th e rs  to  p ro d u ce  th e  so-called  “  S p iritu al 
phenom ena,”  a n d  v e ry  o fte n  by. th e  sp irits  o f th o se  who  
nave left th is life.

Third— T h a t th o s e  sp irits  a re  freq u en tly  ab le  to  m ake  
“ nown th e ir  id e n tity , a n d  th u s  p ro v e  th a t  th e y  have  
neither lo s t th e ir  in d iv id u ality  n o r  th e ir  p erson al 
nffeefions by th e  “  d eath ”  o f  th e  body.

F o u rth — T h a t sp irits  can  o ften  ap p ear o r  com m uni- 
®®te alm ost s im u ltan eo u sly  in  tw o  places m an y m iles 
d istan t fro m  o n e  a n o th e r .

F ifth — T h a t th e y  a r e  o fte n  a b le  to  cu re  people o f  
nervous d eran g em en ts an d  o th e r  m aladies. '

T hese th in g s  h av e  b een  d em o n stra ted  to  m e in  a  
m anner b ey on d  a l l  qu estion .

S ix th — I  h av e  a lso  o n  sev eral occasion s h ad  com ing  
events c o r re c tly  fo re to ld  an d  described . T h is la tte r  
power is  th e  o n ly  o n e w h ich  p e rp le x e s  m e ;  fo r  i t  is 
difficult t o  u n d e rsta n d  how  a  finit e  in telligen ce, su ch  as  
th ey  an d  w e seem  t o  po ssess, ca n  see  in to  th e  fu tu re  in  
th e  w ay  th e y  som etim es d o . .  .

In v estig a to rs  m u s t co m p ly  w ith  th e  conditions laid  
down b y  th e  sp irits  o r  “ m ediu m s”  o r  th e y  w ill g e t  b u t  
poor resu lts . I t  sh o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  m ind , a t  th e  sam e

tim e, th a t while com plying with th e  conditions specified, 
it is not a t all necessary to  abstain from  m aking cru cial  
tests .

I t  would be as  absurd for a person to  h u n t for B iela ’s  
com et in th e  day, and refuse th e  astro n o m er's  advice to  
observe in the dark before th e  faint lig h t o f  the co m et is 
obscured by the dazzling g lare  o f tho sun.

Im agine a  F arad ay  refusing to  believe in the e x is t
en ce  o f  a m ixtu re o f the hydrogen aud chlorine gases  
because th ey  cau n ot e x is t uncom bined when exposed to  
daylight ; for, as is well known, unless th e  actin ic  ray s  
be exclud ed, th ese gases explode, form ing h y d roch lo ric  
acid.

In  dealing w ith inanim ate m atter , when on ce  th e  laws 
a re  discovered, th e  sam e resu lts can be reprodu ced tim e  
afte r  tim e ; but, when you have to  req u est th e  a tte n d 
an ce o f  o th er in telligences— which la tte r  a re  as  self- 
willed as ourselves— we can n o t boforehand determ in e  
th e  resu lts o f the exp erim en t o r  seance. N o  p erson  can  
w ork a  te legrap h  cable unless the intelligence (th e  
c le rk s) a t  each end a re  working in harm ony, and a r e  a t  
th eir posts. W e  have som e con tro l ov er c lerk s , b u t 
none ov er spirits.

Y e t  telegrap hs a re  useful, although dependent upon 
tw o in telligen ces, and o th e r d elicate conditions.

I n  like m anner— by com plying w ith th e  n ecessary  
conditions— we can often  receive and tran sm it m essages  
betw een persons in th is, and others in th e  n e x t s tag e  o f  
existen ce, th rou gh  tho medium o f com m unication, when  
th e  in telligen ces upon e a ch  side are  in harm ony. T he  
public has a  very erron eou s im pression th at we can  
com pel tho presence a t  ou r seances  o f  d ep arted  spirits. 
Su ch is n o t th e  case— it  is n othing but th eir kindness o r  
affinity th a t brings th em  to  us.

I t  is m y belief th a t  all religions have sp ru n g from  
com m unications received from  dep arted  bouIs  by 
th o  m eans so fam iliar to  Sp iritu alists, and conseq uently  
all religions a re  th e  sam e in spirit, when stripp ed o f  
th e ir  e x te rn a l g arm en ts, so as  to  reveal th e  tru th  th a t  
lies hidden underneath.

W h e n  th e  public and th e ir  favou rite jo u rn als  really  
w an t to  know  th e  tru th , and really  desiro to  know  
som ething intelligible ab o u t th e  n e x t phaso o f  m an ’s  
existen ce , th e y  will m ake efforts to  discover it , and will 
find it.

I t  is  my opinion th a t th e  public, a t  p resen t, care  very  
li ttle  ab o u t th e ir  fu tu re  existen ce, o r  really  spiritual 
m a tte rs , a n d  I ,  conseq uently , care  as  littlo  lo r  th e  
public. I t  alm ost seem s th a t  th e  m ajority  o f  th e  
public believe in b u t one god— ■“ W e a lth ”— and th a t
£ .  8. d . is his p rop h et.— I  am , m y d e a r M r .--------, V e ry
tru ly  y o n rs, (S ign ed )

6 th  Ja n u a ry , 1873. Cr o m w ell  F .  V a b l e t .

/  D E B A T E  O N  S P 1 B IT U A L I S M .

Some tim e  since, M r. B rad lau g h  (b e tte r  know n as 
“ Ico n o c la s t ” )  challenged S p iritu alists  to  e n te r  in to  a

Kblic d eb ate  w ith him  on th e  su b ject o f  Spiritualism .
e ch allen ge w as fo r  som e tim e u n accen ted , b u t was 

u ltim ately  tak en  u p  by M r. J a s .  B u rn s , th e  w ell-know n  
p u b lish er o f  S p iritu alistic  lite ra tu re , o f  Southam pton  
E o w . T h e  d eb ate  cam e off a t  th e  H a ll o f  Scien ce, O ld  
S t. C ity  E o a d  Lond on, on  th e  1 6 th  and. 1 7 th  D ecem b er
la s t, a n d  resu lted  as  is usu al in  su ch  cases, in  a  draw n  
b a ttle , each  side claim in g th e  v icto ry . T h e  arg u m en t  
w as o f  co u rse  M aterialism  versu s Spiritualism , which  
ren d ered  M r. B u r n s ’s ta s k  m o re  difficult, as his  
op p on en t w ould a c ce p t o f  n o th in g  b u t a n  absolute  
m aterial d em on stration , th e  evidence o f  ph enom ena  
acco m p an ied  by in tellig en ce  b ein g  con sid ered  b y M r. 
B rad lau g h  w o rth less as  a n  evid en ce o f  Spiritualism .

M r. B u rn s  b ro u g h t fo rw ard  a  p ow erfu l a r r a y  o f  
evidence, fa cts  w itnessed  by h im self an d  a tte s te d  by  
m an y co m p eten t w itn esses, w ho h ad  seen , heard , and  
recognised  th e  spirits o f  d ep arted  frien d s, an d  m  m an y  
in stan ces to u ch ed  th em , to  th o ro u g h ly  satisfy  them selves  
o f  th e ir  ob jectiv ity . A lth o u g h  M r. B ra d la u g h  m a y  not 
b e  influenced by th e ir  testim o n y , i t  w ill doub tless have  
its  leg itim ate  influence up on  th e  au d ien ce  who listened 
to i t ,  a n d  p ro m p t a t  le a s t  a  few to  investigate.
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H E A L I N G  M E D I U M S H I P .

T h ere  is a  w onderful pow er o f  healing in m esm erism , 
w hich pow er is g re a tly  increased w hen th e  m esm eriser  
is  also  a  medium, and aided by spirits. D r. N ew ton  
cu red  on  th e  sp ot ab o u t one in every  six  o f  th e  persons  
he m esm erised, and som e o f  th ese rapid cu re s  w ere  of 
th e  m ost astou nd ing n atu re . W e  published a lis t o f  
m o re than on e hundred o f  th e  cu res, w ith th e  nam es and  
ad d resses o f  the patients, y e t  we nev er heard th a t  any  
m edical men to ok  th e  trou ble to  call upon th ese people  
to  verify facts  so in tim ately  con n ected  w ith th eir  
profession. N e ith e r  did any o f  th e  daily new spapers  
send a corresp o n d en t round in a cab to  see th e  cu red  
people. O n th e  co n trary , they abused D r. N ew ton , and  
called him a  “ m iracle-m onger,” although D r. N ew ton  
co n stan tly  disclaim ed th e  power o f w orking m iracles, 
and publicly sta ted , over and ov er again , th a t he did n o t 
believe in m iracles. l i e  said th a t as  he charged  
nothing, and certain ly  cured people, th e  new spapers  
need n o t have abused' him b o . T hey m igh t have called  
him  au  en th u siast (an d  ho certain ly  was an  en th u siast  
o f th e  deep est d y e ), b u t they ou gh t n o t to have called  
hiB sincority in to  question. D u ring his sh o rt s tay  in 
E n g lan d , he g av e a  g re a t deal o f  m oney to  th e  poor, and 
his on ly  r e g re t  was th a t he had n o t m ore to  give. W o  
h av e been inform ed th a t  when he left E n g lan d  ho was 
£ 7 0 0  p o orer th an  w hen he arrived here.

A s  we have o ften  s ta te d , Spiritualism  is m uch m ore  
a  m ental th an  a  physical scien ce, and th e  s ta te  o f  the  
affections o f  th e  sitte rs  has an  all-pow erful influence a t  
seanees, in aiding o r  re tard in g  good m anifestations. I t  
w as ju s t  th e  sam e with th e  cu res  effected by D r. N ew ton . 
H e  often said to  th e  p atien t,— “ I f  you love m e when 
y o u  look upon m e, I  know th a t you will be cu re d ,"  and  
so i t  proved in p ra ctice . 'S till, i t  was n o t in th e  n atu re  
o f everybody to  fall in love with a  perspirin g old man 
in shirt-sleeves. In te lle c tu a l S p iritu alists , who could  
overlook ex tern al c ircu m stan ces , and ap p recia te  the  
g ran d  and good w ork D r. N ew to n  w as doing, usu ally  
h ad th e ir  ailm ents cu red , and p o orer S p iritu alists , who 
looked up to  him w ith rev eren ce  and love had th eir  
diseases cu red  with g re a t ease. H is  g re a te s t failures  
w ere w ith fashionable people, who stared  a t  him as  a  
living cu riosity , and critica lly  viowed his m anipulations  
as  th ey  would a  new  exp erim en t in p h ysics. In  tho

Presen ce o f  such people, his pow er fell to  th e  grou n d .
Ce told u s  he did n o t like to  speak to  th em  with 

authority, and could n o t feel tow ard s th em  th e  sam e  
am ou n t o f  love th a t  he did to  o th ers. H e  professed to  
love every  living th ing , for he argu ed  th a t th e  w o rst 
o f  m ankind cou ld  n o t help th e ir  ac ts , and th a t  o th ers  
w ould have a c te d  j u s t  th o  sam e had th e y  been  
su rround ed b y th e  sam e conditions.

T h ere w ere  excep tion s to  th e  g en eral prin ciples wo 
have laid  down a b o u t h is  healing m odium ship. H e  
occasionally failed w ith som e sy m p ath etic  people, and 
som etim es su cceed ed  w ith  persons who did n o t  believe  
in . his powebs. B u t  in  th e se  excep tio n al cases, so fa r  as  
w e saw , th e  sym path y in  th e  on e case  w as n o t  very  
g re a t, and in th e  o th er case , th e re  w as li ttle  o r  no  
m en tal antagonism .

D u rin g  his sh o rt s tay  in  L o n d o n , he p erform ed  m ore  
cu re s  th a n  all th e  B ib le  celeb rities  p u t to g e th e r  ; and 
w as as  soundly abu sed fo r  i t  in th e  new spapers as  Je su s  
C h ris t w ould h e , i f  h e  cam e to  L o n d on  to -m o rrow , and  
did th e  sam e th in g . Su ch deeds a re  adm ired in  th eory , 
b o th  by C h u rch  and S ta te , b u t in  p ra c tic e  th e y  h av e  an  
aw kw ard te n d e n cy  t o  in terfere  w ith th e  re a l religion  o f  
th e  m ateria lis tic  B ritish  n ation— n am ely , cash and  
v ested  in terests.

T h e  fa c ts  o f  D r . N ew to n ’s m edium ship raised  a  very  
g r e a t  qu estion ,— n am ely , “ I f  w e h ad m o re  healing  
m edium s, cou ld  som e o f th em ' effect cu reB  w h ere the  
o th ers  failed P ”  I f  so , i t  is  c le a r  th a t  a  p o w er e x is ts  in  
th e  w orld to  cu re , p erh ap s, fou r o u t  o f  e v e ry  s ix  diseased  
p erson s, in stead  o f  th e  o n e  o u t o f  e v e ry  six  cu red  by

T h e re  b ein g  a t  th a t  tim e  n o  o th e r  h ealin g  m edium  in  
th is  co u n try , w e w e n t to  th e  M esm eric  In firm ary  to  
learn w h eth er i t  w as a  f a c t  th a t  som e m esm erists  could  
cure p a tie n ts  who h ad n o t  b een  cu red  b y o th e r  m esm eric

o p erato rs . W e  w ere  in fo im ed  th a t  i t  is a n  established  
fa c t in m esm erism  th a t  som e o p e ra to rs  succeed where 
o th ers  fail.

F u rth e r , m any diseases a r e  h e re d ita ry , and due to 
an te-n atal cau ses p reven tib le  by ra tio n a l and intelligent 
people.

Also, an  enorm ou s a m o u n t o f  disease is cau sed  by the 
partial law s which drain  m o s t o f  th e  m eans o f  subsist
ence in E n glau d  in to  th e  p ossession  o f  a  very  few people 
leaving th e  r e s t  to  figh t a g a in st a n  ab n orm al am ount of 
m ental and ph ysical trou b les, m ost dam agin g  to  health 
and happiness.

T o sum  up all tlieso facts , i t  is c le a r  th a t  a  great 
am o u n t o f pow er to  eu ro  and p re v e n t disease exists in 
th e  world, b u t is unused, b ecau se  o f  th o  people a t  large, 
and m ost o f  th e ir  leaders, b ein g  so deep ly  stained by 
th a t g r e a t  sin — ig n oran ce .— 1  h e  S p iritu a list .

A T E S T  S E A N C E  W I T H  M R S . H O L M E S .

T o the E d ito r  o f  the M ed iu m  a n d  D ay break.

S in ,— I  deem  it  only ju stice  to M r . and M rs. Holmes, 
to  reco rd , in a  few w ords, th e  re su lts  o f  a  carefully-con- 
d u cted  te s t sean ce , given a t  th e ir  ow n h o u se, to  M . A ., 
my wife, m y b roth er-in -law , M r. B u rn s , and myself. 
Y o u r  read ers will find, i t  is t r u e , li ttle  th a t  is new to 
th ose who have a tte n d e d  th e ir  sean ces, b u t m y reasons 
for co n trib u tin g  my ow n m ite  o f  e x p e rie n ce  a re  twofold; 
first, as  a n  apology for h av in g on  a  fo rm er occasion  
en te rta in e d  s tro n g  d ou b ts as to  th e  bona f i d e  n atu re  of 
ce rta in  o f  th e  m an ilostatio n s ; and second ly, to  record  
th o  a c tu a l and im m ed iate  id en tification  o f  a  very near 
and d e a r relativ e by th re e  o f  th e  s itte rs .

I m ay p rem ise by sayin g , th a t  som e w eeks ago I  
atten d ed , in com p an y w ith a  frien d  who w as anxious to  
w itness som e o f  th e  sp iritu alistic  p h en o m en a (o f  which 
he had h eard  and r e a d ) , th e  usu al W ed n esd ay  evening 
sean ce  o f  M r. and M rs . H o lm es. A t  th is  sean ce  certain  
s tra n g e rs  w ere p resen t, who by th e ir  co n d u ct and conver
sation  in tro d u ced a  d istu rb in g  and a n ta g o n is tic  elem en t to 
such an  e x te n t  as  to  in te rfe re  seriou sly  w ith th e  mani
festation s, and , in th o  end, to  b reak  u p  th e  seance in a  
m anner w hich I  h av e  sin ce  h eard  s tig m atised  in the 
s tro n g e st lan gn ag o , as  a  d ire c t  violation  o f  th o  term s 
upon w hich th e y  hail been ad m itted  to  th o  circle. I 
have a lread y , M r. E d ito r , co m m u n icated  to  you the 
re su lts  which en su ed , to g e th e r  w ith th e  f a c t  th a t my 
friend and self, in sp ite  o f  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  rin g  test, 
le f t th e  room  in a  m ost dissatisfied fram e o f  m ind, and, 
ns I  have beforo s ta te d , w ith s tro n g  d o u b ts  as  to  the  
bona fid e s  o f  th e  p h en o m en a w e h ad  w itn essed . The  
seance, th en , re sp ectin g  w hich I  w ish to  g ive y o u  a  few  
details, w as a  te s t  sean ce , v o lu n tarily  offered b y  M r. and 
M rs. H olm es to  m y self and frien d, h ad  h e  rem ain ed  in 
L o n d o n , b u t th a t  n o t  being th e  case  i t  w as on  both sides 
postponed u n til la s t w eek, w hen th e  individuals m en
tio n ed  a t  th e  co m m en cem en t o f th is  l e t t e r  m o t a t  the 
resid en ce  o f  th e  H o lm es’s , a t  five p .m . T h e  seance  
room s, co n sistin g  o f  a  b ack  an d  f r o n t  d raw in g  room , 
op en in g one in to  th e  o th e r  in  th e  u su a l m an n er, w ere  
m in u tely  exam in ed  in ev ery  p a rticu la r  ; e v e ry  nook and  
co rn er cap ab le  o f  co n cealm en t b ein g  p e e re d  into, 
windows bolted , d oors lock ed  an d  b o lted  fro m  th e  inside. 
T h e  h alf-op en  d o or b etw een  th e  tw o  room s w as then  
closed b y a  b lack  screen , having a n  a p e r tu re  in  i t  about 
eig h teen  in ch es sq u are  ; and w e s a t  d o w n , th e  m edium  
h e rse lf  h av in g been m o s t secu re ly  la sh e d  b y  h e r  hands 
and body to  th e  ch air, in su ch  a  m an n er as  t o  satisfy us 
all th a t  she had n o p o w er o f  m otio n  w h atever. The  
ligh ts h av in g b een  p u t  o u t, th e  c ir c le  w as form ed . M r. 
B u rn s , s ittin g  a t  one en d  o f  th e  c irc le , w as h eld  firmly 
b y  b o th  h an d s b y a  re la tio n  o f  m in e d u rin g  th e  whole 
sean ce , a n d  M r. H o lm es’s  h an d s w e re  equ ally  firmly 
grasp ed  b y  m y ow n from  firs t  to  la s t. A lm ost 
im m ed iately th e  in stru m e n ts  w ere  flu n g , off th e  table, 
th e  violin  a n d  g u ita r  w e re  ta k e n  u p  a n d  ca rr ie d  about 
in  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  room , p layin g  lu s t i ly ;  a t  tim es they  
ru sh ed  ab o u t w ith  su ch  e x tr e m e  ra p id ity  th a t  bad n o t 
th e  soun d in d icated  th e ir  p o sitio n  t o  b e  in  close  
p ro xim ity  to  th e  ceiling, th e r e  m ig h t h av e  b een  cau se  
f o r  seriou s a larm . A  cessa tio n  o f  p h en o m en a th en
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occurred, at the close of which we were made aware of 
the advent of two materialised spirits, who proceeded 
to treat every one of us in turn to sundry evidences of 
their actual presence ; one, a small child, treated me in 
the same manner as my own little daughter ; she played 
with my hair, pulled my whiskers, kissed me on the fore
head, pushed her little hands between mine and Mr. 
Holmes’s, and talked in the usual manner of children in 
general. She then extracted a bunch of violets from 
the coat of M. A., and returned to insert them in my 
own coat, which, after some difficulty, she succeeded in 
doing, and then favoured me with a parting salutation. 
The other materialised spirit then repeated the previous 
phenomena with the instruments, and finally placed one 
or other of the objects in the lap or round the necks of 
each of the sitters. A light being called for and 
instantly produced, none but the sitters and the medium 
were present. After a pause, wo again joined hands, 
when, in one moment, the lashings of the carefully-tied- 
up medium were unloosed, and she was free. That 
most extraordinary instance of the passing of matter 
through matter, called the ring test, was then most 
satisfactorily given to my relative and myself. I  may 
say that the ring placed on my own arm, while my two 
hands were firmly grasping those of the medium, was 
one which I  had most carefully examined, without 
detecting the slightest suspicion of a flaw.

We again broke the circle, the medium having 
recovered from the trance, and a candle having been 
lighted and placed at the end of the room, wo drew the 
table up to the screen and sat around it, within four 
feet of the square aperture. After a lapse of a' few 
minutes, a face appeared at the aperture ; it was a pale, 
handsome face, with light eyes and dark bushy beard ; it 
remained for some time at the aperture, and was as 
distinct as the countenance of any of the sitters, but 
was not recognised. It  then departed, and after a few 
minutes another face was seen through the aperture, 
descending apparently from the coiling, and then appear
ing with the utmost distinctness. And now, sir, for the 
astounding dénouement. This face was instantly and 
simultaneously recognised by three of the party as that 
of their departed relative, as ho appeared when on his 
death-bed ; it remained for a length of timo within four 
feet of ourselves, and on being requested to do so, 
advanced outside the aperture and then retreated. On 
being asked whether it could communicate by writing, 
and an answer in the affirmative being given, a slate and 
pencil were handed, taken in, and then handed out, 
covered on both sides with a message* which, under 
ordinary circumstances, would have taken five times 
the length of time to write during which the message 
had actually been written by this extraordinary agency. 
The overpowering nature of this manifestation upon 
those interested may readily be conceived, and we 
naturally enough broke up the seance, in solemn awe 
and gratitude.

The back room was immediately examined, but every
thing was as before ; not a trace of change, not a trace 
of mechanism or fraud could bo detected, and every 
facility was warmly pressed upon us for examination. 
Tor my part, and indeed I  may say the same of all the 
others, it was not needed. "We had already satisfied 
ourselves, and came away more than ever firmly con
vinced of that old and trite, yet withal truthful of say
ing, “ That there are more tilings in heaven and earth 
than are dreamt of in our philosophy.”

I  see no longer, Mr. Editor, any necessity of writing 
under an anonyme ; my convictions are too firm to 
admit of my doing so, and I  am not ashamed of them.— 
I  remain, therefore, yoiir obedient servant,

Stanhope Templeman Speeb, M.D.

18, A lexander Hoad.
F in ch ley  H oad. N .W .

, P.S.—Allow me to say that the consentaneous and 
"imultaneous testimony of three individuals is generally

*  This remarkable communication, addressed to Mr. Burns, 
has been lithographed, and appears as an illustration in the 
January number of U nm an K a t u n ,  price lOd.

—---- ; -------------------- ----
supposed, in most cases, to be conclusive ; but I  may 
add, that on returning home and referring to a photo
graph taken some years even before death, the resem
blance was considered by a fourth sitter, who had never 
seen the deceased, to afford every warrant for the re
cognition on our part.

MARRIAGE OF MISS KATE FOX.

On Saturday, December 14th, 1872, Mias Kate Fox, 
so well known as the medium through whom modem 
Spiritual manifestations first began in America (about 
twenty years ago, when she was a mere child), was 
married to Mr. Henry Diedrich Jencken, barrister-at- 
law. etc., etc , at the old parish church, Saint Marvlebone. 
The marriage ceremony was performed in the presence 
of a few personal friends only ; had the approach of the 
happy event been generally known beforehand, there is 
no doubt that there would have been a very large atten
dance of Spiritualists on the occasion.

The brido was dressed simply in white and lace, with 
a half wreath of white flowers in her hair. Miss Ogden, 
her companion, who was richly dressed in black silk and 
point lace, carried her veil; at the altar stood Dr. Bird, 
who gave away the bride ; a few other intimate friends 
were likewise present. The marriage service was con
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Braithwaite. At its conclusion 
the bridal party drove to 45, Tork-placo. The guests 
present at the breakfast were Miss Ogden, an American 
lady, who came to England in company with her inti
mate friend, Miss Fox; Dr. Fred. Tomkins, and old and 
dear friend of Mr. Jencken, author of several works on 
Roman Law, and a gentleman well known in America; 
Dr. George Bird, and Miss Bird, of 49, Welbeck-street; 
Mr. Henry Cholmondeley-Pennell, the poot, and Mrs. 
Pennell; Mr. James Wason, of Liverpool; and Mr. 
William II. Harrison.

In the course of the few speeches which were made at 
the breakfast, most heartfelt good wishes for the happi
ness of Mr. and Mrs. Jencken were expressed. The 
spirits; also, took part in the proceedings by means of 
loud raps emanating from various parts of the room; 
they also manifested their presence by repeated move
ments of the breakfast table, which, despite of its bur
den, including the huge wedding-cake, was tilted several 
times bodily oif the ground.

a  There was nothing to mar the pleasure of the party, 
except a toapt which was given by Mr, Jencken, in 
whicn he alluded to some trials which his bride had 
passed through since her arrival in England ; a tinge of 
sadness then passed momentarily over her face. Mes
sages of a private nature, for Mr. Jencken, from Miss 
Fox’s departed mother, was spelt out. Mr. Harrison 
askedyiwhether the spirits could carry a message that 
morning to any friends in America. The raps said, 
“ Yes ; to Maggie” (Miss Fox’s sister). He then asked 
them to say, “ Your sister Katie was married to-day in 
the presence of nine loving friends.” Ho asked if they 
could also give the message to Mr. Mansfield in Now 
York, as so many different spirits were able to commu
nicate through him. • The spirits replied that they would 
try. This was at three o’clock; so that the time in 
America was then about ton in the morning. 8ome jocu
lar remarks were also made by the spirits, and one of 
them of the name of Taylor signalled out—“ Jencken is 
his own master no l o n g e r a  message which created 
much merriment. The same spirit added, “ Meet again 
on Tuesday week.”

Later in the day Mr. and Mrs. Jencken left London 
for Tunbridge Wells. We are sure that all Spiritualists 
will join with us in wishing them every happiness. Mr. 
Jencken is one of the few professional gentlemen who 

ears ago was not afraid to publish what he knew about

S al phenomena at a time when the promulgation 
truths produced more ridicule and required more 

moral courage than at present.
Mr. and Mrs. Jencken returned to London yesterday, 

and will probably, visit Paris soon.— T h e S p iritu a litt, 
Ja n . ltt .
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T iib Edinburgh D aily Review  demotes an article to 
“ Practical Spiritualism," which commences thus : " The 
Spiritualists have so far succeeded in getting their 
claims recognised that the unbelieving outer world gives 
their statements a periodical hearing, and condescends 
to pronounce something like an interlocutor on the 
subject, after which both parties separate and go on 
their different ways for a time it must be confessed 
that in these periodical airings the appearance of 
progress and success goes mostly with the Spiritualist 
side, and as the aliened mysterious power or agency 
becomes older, it not only acquires a firm foothold by 
virtue of its age, but its manifestations develop in 
boldness and in breadth of range. Those who profess 
their adhesion to the unknown something, likewise wax 
more daring and confident, and they do not hesitate to 
challenge the most keen and expert investigation of 
their allegations on the part of the scientific sceptics 
who either openly scoff nt or silently contemn their 
claims. Wo are not aware, however, that they have 
yet submitted their processes to the scrutiny of 
scientific observers in the open anil unrestricted way 
followed by others who profess to have made impor
tant discoveries in the domain of natural law." 
The “processes” of mediumship are open to the investi
gation of the whole world, for Spiritualism can he 
pursued by any party who may have mediumistic talent, 
so that there is no secret, art, or trick to hide or 
communicate. Being “ in the domain of natural law" 
the phenomena can be elicited whenever the necessary 
materials are possessed and the proper conditions 
observed. Numbers of “ scientific observers” have 
gone into the matter more or less, and if they have not 
all persevered so far as to become Spiritualists, they 
have not been able to bring forward anything unfavour
able to the views of Spiritualists. The writer in the 
Review  concludes by saying that if the spirits could 
move furniture, haul coals, and draw cabs, spirits would 
soon become popular and mediumship be a profitable 
occupation.' The writer has unfortunately overlooked 
one important miracle in his stupid harangue. I f  the 
spirits could put a few more brains into the skulls of 
such writers—in other words, humanise them and give 
them a consciousness of existence above their animal 
necessities—no further miracle would be required to 
render the phenomena of the greatest import
ance.—Medium.

SPIRITUALISM AT MAITLAND.

On Thursday evening a lecture was delivered in the 
hall of the School of Arts, West Maitland, by Mr. 
Fisher, late of Melbourne, upon Spiritualism. The pro
ceeds were to be devoted to the funds of the Maitland 
Hospital. Mr. W. H. Mullen occupied the chair, and 
briefly introduced the lecturer to the audience, which 
numbered about one hundred people. Mr. Fisher, as 
we glean from the M aitland M ercury, having explained 
that he did not intend, in that lecture, to present them 
with anything sensational, urged everyone, instead 
of treating the teachings of spiritualism as ridiculous, to 
give them a fair and impartial consideration. I t  would 
probably take some of them by surprise to say that in 
America spiritualism had expanded into a new religion, 
and was the belief of some seventeen or eighteen millions 
of staunch disciples. Its orginization was complete ; it 
had extensive means for the propagation of its doctrines, 
organs to influence public opinion, and schools and 
lyeeums for the education of children. Such a system 
could not be, and ought not to be treated with indiffer
ence and silent contempt; it demanded investigation 
and consideration. His object was to show them what 
spiritualism is, whence it has sprung, and what are its 
objects. Spiritualism claimed to bo a democratic form 
of religion, freed from creeds and subjection to authority, 
based on the institutions of humanity, developed by edu
cation, and illuminated by clairvoyance, magnetism, and 
spiritual communication. I t  declined to accept any one 
person as its originator, but one of the most prominent 
among its first teachers was Andrew Jackson Davis, 
who was bom in 1824. The lecturer gave some partic
ulars of Davis’ parentage and his early life; explained

how at his mother's death he found himself, being then 
sixteen years of age, possessed of powers as a mesmerist, 
how he went Gravelling through tlie country as a clair
voyant, healing diseases which he diagnosed while intho 
condition of trance. In the trances he professed to have 
acquired knowledge of the true system of nature, and 
he wrote a book which revealed a scheme of a remarka
ble character. However, in the book, Davis perpetually 
instructs his students to believe nothing that does not 
commend itself to their reason and sense of natural 
justice. It  was while Davis was engaged in this work 
that ho was mado aware that spiritual manifestations 
were taking placo elsewhere. In the household of a 
person named Fox, in New England, rappings wero 
heard for which no one could account, and at last it was 
discovered that by pronouncing the letters of the alpha
bet consecutively till a rap came, communication could 
bo established with the unseen world. This was tho 
beginning of the system of spirit communication, and 
planehetto was another means. Tho lecturer described 
the character and operation of planehetto. and proceeded 
to read an extract purporting to come from the spirit of 
Swedenborg, Davis’ exposition of the hnrmonial philoso- 

and a description of the after life, transmitted to 
is by the spirit of Solon, the celebrated Athenian 

law-giver. Ho then stated that spiritualism aims at a 
revolution of tho religions of the earth ; its tenets are 
that the central power of this and all the universes is a 
perfect God of infinite love and wisdom, justice and har
mony with himself, acting throughout creation by immu
table laws, and its glory is b\it dimly perceptible to 
human souls after centuries upon centuries of progress 
in the spiritual world. It  further tenches there is no 
devil, no hell, nor, in the sense ordinarily attached to the 
word, death. Tho source of evil is ignorance; mankind 
is to be redeemed by wisdom. Everlasting progress is 
the law of tho universe, and death is a process of change, 
which enables each individual to progress in the spiritual 
body after having left the material body. Goodness 
produced by fear is merely a description of slavery, and 
true virtue can only spring out of love. Such wero the 
tenets which were amplified in the works of spiritualistic 
authors ; this was the system which spiritualists sought 
to establish. The advancement of spiritualism was due 
to its admirable organization, and to its excellent schools 
or children's lyeeums. The lecturer described one of 
these schools, and concluded by reading a poem entitled 
“ Resurrexi,” said to have been communicated to a lady 
medium in America, by the spirit of Edgar Allan Poe. 
The poem was certainly after Poo's manner, and displayed 
much of his peculiar facility of versification, and the 
sonorous ring of his periods, besides containing allusions 
to his earth-life, and to the “ lost Lenore.” On the 
motion of tho Rev. J .  R. Thackeray, seconded by Mr. 
J .  J .  Riley, a vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer, 
who responded, and the proceedings closed in the usual 
manner.

PRAYER.
In reply to a question on the efficacy of prayer, at 

one of Mrs. Olivo’s Seances, a spirit who gave his name 
as “ Kenneth McLeod" made the following remarks:— 
I  have given much practical attention to this matter of 
prayer. I  have observed that when a person prays, and 
the substance of that prayer or wish is good and pure, 
a red  cloud gathers over the head, and ascends through 
the atmosphere and beyond into the spirit-spheres. I  
have often accompanied this cloud as far as I  was able, 
i.e. to the position I  myself am qualified to occupy in 
the spheres, and when I  could accompany it  no further, 
I  have stood and watched it  ascend like a balloon till it 
was lost in the distance. Still watching where it had 
disappeared, sometimes after a few moments, sometimes 
after a few hours, a yellow  cloud has made its appear
ance and descended. I  have accompanied this return 
cloud, and have watched it settle upon tlie head of that 
person who had prayed. Its mission is two-fold : over 
the spirit that prays it diffuses a peaceful hope and 
trust; while its structure informs the ministering spirits 
who attend the praying one, how best to proceed in 
order to accomplish his desires. This is what I  have 
observed of prayer.
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f s e  “Deutsche Zeitung” December 30th, says:— 
“That in the Hungarian Parliament, as Baron von Vay 
__one of the leading magnates—asked the House to 
authorise the granting of the Statutes of the spiritist 
congregation, Mr. Horwarth, the minister of the interior 
affairs exclaimed, “ What is Spiritualism ? ” in answer 
to this question the Baron gave the following definition 

By the revelation of spiritism, we understand the 
communion with the spirit through the so-called 
mediums, who in the time of the Greeks were celebrated 
bv the name of oracles, by the Egyptians, Israelites, 
Indians, and the whole Christian population, as prophet- 
ism vision, and ecstacy. The apparitions manifest them
selves in various ways, as by knocking of the tables and 
other furniture, audible by all sound human ears, and 
by all sound human eyes, “ visible circles ” which with
out any human inference are fixed by spirit writing.

The object of this revelation is to convince those that 
are inclined to this analysis, that “ the immortality of 
the soul,” is not merely a phrase, and to show them that 
the soul after death continues its eternal life, and that 
the communion of mankind with spirits, is not a wonder 
but rests on natural laws. The asserted Thesis in the 
1st of our statutes shall in course of timebe demonstrated 
by experiments through mediums, and according to their 
merits appreciated.” The Baron after referring to Mr. 
Crookes' new work relies to convince the Home minister 
by the evidence of truth.

A V i s i t  t o  t h e  O t h e e  W o b l d .—Mrs. Gardiner, 
wife of a farmer living near Eastmanville, Ottawa county, 
HI., died recently under circumstances most extraordi
nary. Two of her sisters were dead, one but recently— 
only a few weeks ago. The cause of Mrs. Gardiner’s 
death was a congestive chill, and after she had been con
sidered dead for six hours, and was being prepared for 
the grave, she returned to consciousness, and talked 
freely with her attendants. She stated to those around 
her that she had been to the better land, and had seen 
both of her departed sisters, with other friends ; that it 
was a most beautiful land beyond all description. She 
said that she had permission to return to tell living 
friends of what she had seen, but she was anxious to 
again return. She passed away soon after making her 
statement, and seemingly overflowing with joy and 
happiness. There can be no question as to the circum
stances above related.

EARTHLY LOVE IN  HEAVEN.

On the 27th of December, 1872, in the comfortable 
lecture-room of Plymouth Church, Mr. Beecher said 
that he was in the habit of seeing (with the eyes of his 
imagination, and not by any special revelation) Christ 
living and going about in heaven as he did upon earth, 
manifesting the same tenderness, sympathy, love, and 
special attachment to his personal friends. He exclaimed 
“ Look how Jesus lived with Mary and Martha! How 
familiar he was! He was not a stranger. Mary loved 
Christ, and he permitted her to do so. Everything 
showed that he was on singularly familiar terms with 
the sisters. I f  Christ was so familiar and loving with 
his friends on earth, he would be more so in heaven.

It seems, by this admission, that Jesus was “ on singu
larly familiar terns with the sisters;" a fact which the 
record sufficiently proves, and which Thomas Paine 
mid the singular audacity to significantly emphasize. 
But Mr. Beecher's recognition of this “ familiar and 
loving” relation which subsisted between “ Jesus and 
Mary and Martha,” is predicated upon the existence 
and exercise of pure and unselfish love in the true 
human heart; while, on the contrary, Mr. Paine’s re
cognition of these loves was tainted with an insinuation 
of sexual and conjugal intimacy. Of course, it is but 
natural that a well-trained and high-salaried minister 
should, attorney-like, make out the best possible case 
for his celestial client; and it is equally to be expected 
that the opposition lawyer should subvert terrestial 
ovdence, and invalidate witnesses, and insinuate things 
not lawful for man to utter. Judging from the earthly 
side of experience, the jury in this case would incline to

a verdict that such “ such familiarity was of the earth, 
earthy but, judged by the higher rule, that .evil think
ing is evidence of active evil in the thinker, the jury 
would agree upon a verdict that “ pure love between 
men and women on the earth is the foretaste of the 
joys of the highest heaven.”

And such is the testimony which I bring to you. In 
the society of the Summer-Land we perfectly know our 
special friends, and we love them with an ineffable ten
derness, of which the sweetest terrestial attachment is 
but the crudest initial suggestion and the faintest ex
perience. Babes and children grow to full maturity 
after death, and adult friends are clothed upon with the 
new royal garments of immortality ; but we nevertheless 
shall meet our own—we shall perfectly know  them, and 
we shall Burely love them just as substantially as we do 
now, but infinitely more beautifully and unselfishly.—A. 
J .  D a v is .

RECLAIMED.

( Continued from  last number.)

I  was rather frightened ; but Flabby took hold of me 
and put me inside. Flabby was him as paid for us into 
the theatre. “ Now look here, you little whelp, you 
may sleep hère to-night, but you don’t know nothing of 
this place,” said the big un. “ I f  you are ever took by 
the bobbies, you keep fly, and if you get scratched, you 
know nobody nor nothing. You go where we tell you, 
you stop while we tell you, and allars stick to them as 
feeds you ; then you'll have plenty to eat and drink, and 
money in your pocket. I f  you peach on any on us, 
you'll swing from one of those trees, or go to the bottom 
of the river with a stone tied to you." I  lied down with 
the other boys, and the two men went away. I tried to 
sleep, but could’nt. I thought if that big man should 
come back when I  was asleep, he might do what 
he said, and I  wished I was not there. I felt very uncom
fortable, and could not sleep for a long while. When I did 
so I  dreamt I  saw a woman come and take my hand and lead 
me out of the mia-mia, and kiss me, and tell me she was 
my mother. She said, “ Be a good boy, and if these boys 
or men tell you to do anything bad, get away from them 
and make your way to the other side of the river, and 
go along the bank till you come to the bridge, and then 
you get away from Melbourne, for it is a wicked city.” 
She kissed me again and said, “ God will bless you and 
take care of you." Then I  woke up, and the two men 
were come back, and another man and woman. They 
had lots of things with them, as I  saw them put in a 
hole in the ground and cover it up. They thought I  
was asleep, for it was not quite light in the morning. 
All the men lay down, and the woman made a fire and 
got something to eat and drink ; and then Flabby woke, 
and he says, “ Now, you young larrikins, come, wake up; 
don’t  you see it is daylight. Here’s Moll come back, and 
she’s got some breakfast for you.” When I ’ve done 
mine, you can come and help yourselves, and 111 turn 
in.” All the lads was awake by this time, and when 
they came out they alj set-to looking out for breakfast. 
The men and women had brought meat and bread with 
them, and each cooked and eat in his own way as he 
liked best. When we had eat what we wanted, we all 
come away together and left what Flabby called Bigan s 
Bower. We went to the river side again, and when it 
was daylight I  could see we had crossed the Yarra the 
night before very near the Saltwater river (as you call 
it), and I  could see what the lads said was the powder 
magazine and the bridge in the distance, and this place 
they told me was Footscray. One on ’em said it would 
be a jolly spree if  they could get some fire inside and 
blow up'the whole rookery. What lots of cnbs they 
could crack while the folks were running about. Look 
here ” said Flabby “ here’s the Adelaide boat coming in; 
we must get up to the wharf there. Young un, you 
look spry, now you ain’t  known by the bobbies, for you 11 
have to go on board as soon as the passengers begin to 
land. Seem as if  you are one on ’em, and pick up any
thing you think you can carry. Take no notice ot any
body ; but if  you can see a carpet-bag belonging to^a 
gentleman as has got a lot, or a parcel which some old
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lady does not seem to take any notice of, or you see any 
woman put her purse in the pocket of her dress, get in 
the crowd and it is easy enough to shake it. Look here, 
if you can't do one thing, you can do another; so now 
we will wait here just out of sight of the landing-place, 
and you go forward and when you hare got hold on any
thing, you hurry off to us and we’ll carry it away, and 
then, you know, you can go back to the ship, and if they 
should suspect you, they’ll see you've got nothing, and 
so take no notice of you.” “ But look here, Flabby,” I 
said, “ I  can't do that; I  never did do nothing like that; 
I  shall be sure to be caught by the bobbies." “ Now, 
young un, don’t  you come the innocent to us, because 
we know;—̂ didn’t you leg it from Sunbury? Wo knows 
lots as has done that before you, and we know what they 
can do and what they can’t. And didn’t I  pay for your 
play last night? didn’t  I  find you a shake-down and a 
oreakfast? and now I want you to do your share of 
what we all have to do, you turn-coward. Now look 
here, Grim, nono of that; do you see that river ?—well,

Jour off like lightning, or down you go to the bottom.” 
was frightened at Flabby, he was so big and fat, and I 

went.
“ Oh, horrible !” I  said to William, “ What have you 

brought into my house ?—A young thief, the companion 
of thieves. William, what shall I do ? what can bo done 
with one so depraved—one sunk so low ?”

“ Now, my dear,” said William, “ do not forgot your 
promise to the angel.”

“ Oh, said I, “ that was only a dream. And do you 
mean to make me believe that a beautiful angel like that 
was could be the mother of a young thief? Until 
she comes again and gives me some proof, I  will not be
lieve that was anything but a dream.”

“ But, my dear, you interrupted Grim. He did not 
tell you that ho went on board and robbed anybody, al
though I  supposo he would not have been particular 
about that, only he seemed to mo to be too timid. Go 
on, Grim, and tell us how you got away from that gang 
of thieves, and how you came to bo near the powder 
magazine that morning when I found you.”

Well, I  went to the boat, and instead of going on 
board I  went past in the crowd of people, and got under 
the dry railway arch and hid there, ana never went back. 
While I  was hiding behind one of the thick logs, when 
it waB getting dark at night, Flabby and the other two 
come there and begun to talk about me.' Flabby said he 
thought a bobby had hunted me off; but Crokom, the 
next biggest, thought-1 had slithered, and said if he 
could get hold of the young skunk, he’d choke him. 
P'raps he’s gone to the home at Prince’s Bridge. “Don’t 
you believe it," said Flabby; “he’s frightened to do that, 
for fear he should be known. It’s my opinion ho's nab
bed, so we may as well go back; but wo must have 
something to take with us, or big un will kill one on us. 
There has been a flower-show at the Botanic, and a jolli
fication in the Zoological. There may be somebody 
drunk, or some other chance may turn up. It  is dark 
enough now. I  say, let’s be off; we can’t  show up at 
the Bower without something.”

I  thought at first I  would stay there all nighf, but 
after a while got frightened that “ Flabby” and the 
other chaps might come back to the arch and find me, 
so I  wandered away, and after passing through a lot of 
streets, and coming to a great building which made me 
think of the place at Sunbury; I  turned round and came 
along what you call the “ Swamp Bead,”

After getting to a bridge and crossing over I  wandered 
along the river’s bank to the powder magazine and laid 
myself down, to sleep,'and the next thing was Mr. 
Ploughshare waking me up.

Mary—There is a knock at the door, will you go and see 
who it is, William ? and Grim you had better go to bed, 
for I  know that it is the dear minister’s knock. Sure 
enough and it is him for I  hear his voice, make haste 
“ Grim,” good-night.

Cabyn.—Good-evening Mrs. Ploughshare, andhoware

Euf I  am glad to find your husband at home, as you 
ow how much we have desired to have a little con

versation with him on matters of the most vital impor
tance.

Now William, suppose we read a chapter of God’s 
word, offer up a prayer, and then we can converse after
wards.

Wm.—All right, Mr. Cabyn, just as you like.
That prayer was most beautiful it reached 

heart, and I would bring down a blessing on my deitr 
husband, leading him to see how great a sinner he ¡b in 
the sight of God. And when the prayer and reading of 
the scriptures were done, the dear minister says to 
William, says he, Now William, I  want to speak to you 
about the salvation of your soul. 1

W.—The salvation of my soul! I  did not know that 
it was lost.

C.—Oh ! yes, the word of God declares that all man- 
kind are lost, and that there “ is none other name given 
under heaven among men, whereby you can be saved 
except the name of Jesus.”

W.—If we are to converse on this subject you must 
allow me the free use of my reason.

C.—The word of God is, every chapter and verse of 
it inspired and superior to human reason ; you may not 
use your reason on the contents of the word of God.

W .-Is not the infallible word of God able to withstand 
the combined attacks of Satan, and human reason? Is the 
word of the Infinite, inferior to the powers of the finite? 
If  wo are to talk about personal salvation Mr. Cabin we 
must both stand on the same footing, you must lay aside 
for the time being your clerical dignify and reason with 
me as man with man; you must not attempt to shield 
yourself behind the dogma of the infallibility of the 
books called the bible, which dogma is not universally 
believed in your own church. But if you wish to do me 
good, you must for the time being sink this your favorite 
position, and then you will see that we have to prove 
first of all that man is reallv depraved by naturo. That 
there exists a personal devil. And, before you can im-

Eress me with a sense of the importance of seeking to 
e saved, you have to prove, (without the use of your 

infallible scriptures) that I  am totally, irretrievably and 
eternally lost.

C.—William! I  am shocked at your profanity, and 
grieved for your wife, whose piety must be subject to 
severe trials, when she is tied by the holy bonds of 
matrimony to one who dares to call into question the

Eersonal existence of the devil. I  fear your case is 
opeless and all I  can do is to pray for you and advise 

Mary to do the same. It  is awful to think of the plain 
declarations of scripture, respecting the eternal separa
tion of the believer and the unbeliever, even though they 
be man and wife. The happiness of the one, and the 
eternal torment of the other is the fearful destiny of 
man according to the word of God.

W.—Then all I  can say in reply to that is, so much 
the worse for the word of God, and those who believe 
in its infallibility. Better believe in the Eev. Dr. 
Bromby’s theory of annihilation, that all who do not 
receive the salvation of God through Jesus Christ, shall 
pass into a state of painless none-existence at death. 
In my opinion (for I  must use my reason) this manner 
of dealing with unbelievers is far more humane, than 
making them suffer in fire and brimstone for ever.

C.—This is all the effect of the blindness of the 
human understanding; in consequence of original sin. 
The moment an unbeliever begins to reason that moment 
he reasons against God’s word. The publican did not 
reason, he said, “ God be merciful to me a sinner,” 
The gaoler at Phillipi did not reason, but said, “ what 
must I  do to be saved.”

W.—I  have no doubt the publican spoke the truth 
when he said he was a sinner; and if he was anything 
like the publican’s we have here 1 am quite 
sure he was. And as to the gaoler, I  expect he was 
like »11 others of his class, a very hard-hearted wretch, 
and when he thought he had seen something supernatural 
he was a poor weak coward, (like all cruel men) being 
frightened out of his life, he wanted to know in the 
midst of his terror “ what he must do to be saved.’ 
Now I am not a publican, and if  I  tell you I  feel myself 
a sinner I  shall tell you a lie. And I  have none of 
the fears nor terror of a cruel jailer. God has given 
me my life, and I  love him for the goodness he bestows 
upon me every moment I  live. I  feel myself a natural



THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT! 4 * 1

,,.1 of Ml eternal, universal, loving parent: and that 
mankind w® my brethoron, and that all nature is 
“i*" bv this parent for his children’s use, and they253 ,0* "  him.

c —This is what is called “ natural religion " and 
most fearful delusion. I f  you reject the doctrine of 
origin»! sin ; the atonement, and shut your eyes to the 
plan declarations of God’s word, and the evidences of 
tho evil which surrounds; concerning the personal ei- 
utenco and power of the devil; I  must leave you in tho 
binds of Goa. and remember what the word says, “ I t  is 
1 fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
Although you may not believe it, still it is my duty to 
tpU you that you are irretrievably, eternally Lott.

I could not help giving way to tears, Mr. Cabyn got 
up to go; he did not even ask if I10 should offer up a 
prayer before he went, as he used to do, but just said 
good-night. I was grieved to tho heart to think what 
a gloomy prospect was before me. Here was my dear 
husband whose love to me was all a husband's could be; 
and because he could not believe what I  believe, must 
be doomed to eternal perdition. I  could do nothing 
but ¿ink about it, I  could not even Bpeak to him, and 
long after my dear husband was sunk in peaceful slum
ber I was struggling with tho Lord for him in prayer. 
Getting no comfort, I  crept softly, and sadly to my bed, 
With hope Ie88nes8 brooding upon my heart, I  fell at 
length into a restless kind of sleep. I  do not know how 
long I  slept, when I  was awoke (or seemed to bo awake) 
by a beautiful soft light shining all around me. I think 
it must have been about tho solemn hour of midnight.
I did not feel any terror but my first impression was 
that I had either forgotten to put out my light in con- 
lequence of my distress of mind, or the house was on 
fire. But when I  was fully awake (as I  thought) I 
recognized again those seraphic strains of angelic music 
I had heard on the occasion of my dream about Grim’s 
mother; and I  immediately recognized her a^ain, coming 
as it were in the dim distance, walking on the earth as 
naturally as I  do myself. Now thought I ,  there shall 
be.no mistake this time, for I  will know whether 1 
dream or not, and whether this beautiful being coming 
towards me is in reality a woman with flesh and bones 
like mysolf, or whether it is the W hat's-his-nam e appear
ing to me as an angel of light to tempt me to come over 
to my dear husband’s opinions of Goa, and salvation. I 
breathed a silent prayer for help as the form approached 

I  was no longer in my bed, but standing upright 
m a most beautiful garden, with my hand resting upon 
the arm of an elegantly formed rustic seat beside a 
lorely fountain, the flowers which surrounded me where 
nch in beauty and fragrance, and the most tempting 
luscious looking fruits of endlesB variety hung in 
abundance upon the branches of the trees. A more 
lovely spot I  never before beheld or read about. There 
were groves, hills, valleys, mountains and rivers in tho 
oujanoe, and the same soft light which first awoke me 

1 increased in beauty and brilliancy, casting a most 
glorious hue on the whole landscrape. I  was charmed, 
«chanted. What is this I  said, a dream, a fancy, a 
“gmentofmy imagination, the natural re-action from.  _____ j  m i u g u i t t u o u ,  one uauint. ^ t m n c T w
deep sorrow and hopelessness, or am nfoXigtence.
desd, and opened my eyes on the other side of existence.

How delightful it is to be tere. Low that 
enchants me, if this is a creation of the bmn ‘et
ever, have the power to create for myself sue PP

“Well .aid, Mary; our Heavenly Father ^ - t W io W
n? good thing from those who walk uprightly,“  a y 
Witor who W  now approached me, ?ndmf L n d ^ s  
down upon the rustic seat upon which y 
Wrttog. “Take a  seat beside me Mary and while i  nun 
®y promise to you we can at the same time for
beauties of nature which our God is evor creating 
“*> Md giving us the powers to appreciate.

J* what am I  ¿ ra g  p And where am I.?(, J ^ moon 
this light come from as I  do no not see«1* ® ' 8“  ’ other 
or stars ? And if  you are an inhabitant of the

world, have pity upon a poor suffering mortal who is 
sunk in doubt and fear about the future destiny of her 
dearly beloved partner in life. I f  you will satisfy me 
on these points first I  shall be able to sit patiently and 
listen with deep interest to what you have to tell me 
beside.”

“Most gladly my dear Mary will I  endeavor to gratify 
you. You consider this a beautiful and a happy place, 
and when I was approaching you I  heard you say , I f  
this is a creation of my own brain, let mo over have 
the power to create such happiness for myself.’ Now 
Mary, all po«er is with the Omnipotent; He alone 
creates. He creates in you the power to behold his 
wonderoua works. Creation is the prerogative of Infin
itude. Finite beings, such-as you, and I, can only look, 
admire, and love the Infinite Father of tho universe. 
And while we use the external and internal powers of 
vision which our Father has given u b  we are able to 
behold such wonderous evidences of his omniscience, 
and eternal love, and unceasing providence, that our 
hearts are filled with gratitude to him, aud our minds 
are harmonious and happy. Your imagination is not a 
creative, but a seeing power. The brain cannot create 
objects, for the imagination to look upon.

(Zb be Continued).

MU. PEEBLE8.

Wc have news from Dunedin and Christchurch to March 10th, 
from which it appears that Mr. Peebles was well received at 
Christchurch, tho series of lectures delivered there being well 
attended, and honestly reported in both the local papers. Dr. 
Dunn had also delivered two successful lectures at Dunedin; from 
the O ta g o  D a i l y  T im e t , of March 10th, wc find that Mr. Peebles 
had returned to Dunedin, and lectured the previous night to a 
“ full house," in the Queen's Theatre. As Mr. Peebles was to 
leave Dunedin on the 25th March, for China, we presume he is 
now e n  r o u t e . By papers just to hand we find that a Farewell 
Soiree was given to Mr. Peebles and Dr. Dunn, on March 28th, 
when a Testimonial of One Hundred Sovereigns was presented 
to the former.

------------0------------
" BRITTAN’S JOURNAL OF SPIRITUAL SCIENCE."

An advance copy of the above Quarterly has reached ns, it is * 
large 8vo. of 130 pages, woll got up, and containing some 
excellent matter. Wc Bhall review it in our next

A COLORED WRAPPER.

Subscribers who receive their paper in a colored wrapper, will 
■lease understand that their subscription is in arrear, and oblige 
■y forwarding tho same as early as possible.

The Lyceum Picnic will be held at the Survey Paddock, on 
Good Fridaŷ refreahmcnta will be provided for the children and 
officers, who will also be conveyed to and from the ground free of 
expense. The Lyceum exercises will be gone through and advan
tage will, probably, bo taken of tho opportunity to practice march
ing, and banner exercises ; there will be music on the ground 
and, should the weather prove favorable, a very enjoyable day 
may lie anticipated. All friends of the movement arc invited to 
be present.

We observe that tho question of Future Punishment is agitat
ing the public mind in New York. Tho Rev. “ Dr. True," a 
leading methodist divine, boldly introduced the matter to the 
assembly and advocated the absolute destruction of the conscious
ness of the wicked in lien of eternal torment. This fell like a 
bomb-shell amongst the ministers present, and created great 
consternation and excitement; one speaker remarked, that “ the 
foundation of the Church stood upon this question," another— 
the Rev. Mr. Corbett—said, “he could not be calm while tho doc
trines of the church were thus assailed, “ the reason why we do 
not get along faster is, because we do not have enough hell in 
our Church 1” A. J. Davis contributes a paper, on the subject, 
in the Banner o f Light, Jan. 25, entitled “ Serious trouble in the 
Methodist Hell," which we shall reprint in oar next.

The Lecture given by “a disembodied Spirit," and rc-ddi- 
vered at the Masonic Hall, Lonsdale 8treet, as reported in our 
columns, was listenod to with marked attention by a large audi
ence. We are happy to be able to an no on oe that another lecture, 
on the subject of “ Future Punishment," has been received from 
the same source, and will bo delivered at the Masonic Hall, on 
Sunday next, 6th Inst



4 2 2  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .

JO H N ST O N E , O’SH A N N E S S T  & CO.,
B Y  A P P O IN T M E N T  T O  H .R .H .  T H E  D U K E  OF E 0 IN B U R 6 H , O . W C P

V B X I  P O S T  O m f l B ,

A R T I S T  P H O T O G R A P H E R «
-  AND TO  H IS  EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

K S L B O Ü f i i U l .  1

Country Agente:—
Castlemainc—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—Mr. J .  ‘Williams, 228 High Street, and 

at M r. Thas. I lea ’s, H ow ard-Place, Cunmaker. 
Staiceli—
T aradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Sydney—Mr. J .  Ferguson, Bookseller, &c., 426 George 

Street.
Agents wanted f o r  a l l  p arts o f  the Colony.

1 S E W I N G
REDUCED PRICES.

S  I  ZtT C3- E  IR , ’ S
NEW  N O ISE LESS

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
The B est in  the W orld,

At
G R E A T L Y  E E D U C E D  P E IC E S .

S T A N F O R D  &  C O .,

CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS, 
MELBOURNE.

A D X T H E I T I B H  M  H K T T  3

MISS ARMSTRONG,
M E B m m  a m ®  m A Q m m ' T m m m ,

T H E  C O T T A G E ,
S O  R u B B e l l  S t r e e t .

P H O T O - A R T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(E s t a b l is h e d  1854),
Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

4  X  O O L L I N B  B T R B H T  B A S T .
T U S T  R E C E I V E D ,  e x  “ T h e r m o p h y l e , "  f r o m  L o n d o n ,  

" L i b r a r y  o f  M e s m e r i s m , "  1 6 s . ;  T y n d a l l ’s  “ R e s e a r c h e s  
i n  D i a - m a g n e t l s m , "  I B s . ;  O w e n ’s  “  D e b a t e a b l e  L a n d , "  1 0 s , ;  
“ C h ip B  f r o m  a  G o r m a n  W o r k s h o p , "  M a x  M u l l e r ,  £ 2  B a , ;  
“ H i n t s  f o r  t h e  E v i d e n c e s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m , "  b y  M . P . ,  3 s . ;  
“ C o n c e r n i n g  S p i r i t u a l i s m , ’ ’ G .  M a s s e y , c l o t h ,  2 s .  6 d . ,  p a p e r ,  I s .  3 d . ;  
“ H o m e 's  I n c i d e n t s , "  ( 1 s t  a n d  2 n d  Berios), 7 s .  6 d .  a n d  1 0 s .  6 d . ;  
“ A l p h a , ”  b y  D e n n y s ,  n e w  e d i t i o n ,  4 s . ;  “ D i a l e c t i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  R e 

p o r t  o n  S p i r i t u a l  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s , "  r e d u c e d  p r i c e ,  1 2 s .  6 d . ;  “ T h e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  S o l a r  W o r s h i p , ”  b y  J .  W .  J a c k s o n ,  Is.;

C h r i s t i a n  T h e o l o g y , "  b y  t h e  D u k e  o f  S o m e r s e t ,  6 s .  6 d . ;  “ E n n e -  
m o o s e r e  M a g i c , "  1 0 s .  6 d . ;  V o y s e y 's  " R e v i s e d  P r a y e r  B o o k , "  l a .  3 d . ;  
F i c h t e ' s  W o r k s .  W .  H .  T e r r y ,  9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e l b o u r n e .

N O V E L T Y !

THAT MOST REFRESHIN G & HEALTHFUL 
PROCESS op

H A I R  B R U S H I N G ,
B r o u g h t  to  p e r fe c t io n  b y  M ach in ery , 

- A - T  T H O S .  IK H H ST G -’ S  
LONDON & P A R IS SALOON, 24  B O Y M , ARCADE.

C h arge fo r  H a ir  C u ttin g  an d  B ru s h in g , 6d.
N . B . — T h r o u g h  p r e s s u r e  o f  B u s i n e s s  o n  S a t u r d a y s  t h e  M a c h in e r y  

w i l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d .

M R S . LANG'S N E W  P A TEN T ECONOMICAL
D O M E S T I C  W A S H I N G  T A B L E .
This simple invention has been used for Twelve Months 
in the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, and it now 
takes its place ns the CHEAPEST, BEST, and MOST 

USEFUL of ALL WASHING MACHINES. 
PR IC E ONLY 87b. 0d. EACH IN  MELBOURNE,

I f  two Trestles are required 7o. 6d. extra.
B o o k  o f  Instructions is  delivered along with each 

W ashing Table.

TH O M A S  LA N G  & C O ., 52 Elizabeth S t  , Melbourne.

W .  H .  T  E  I R ,  I R ,  1 T  
Has on SALE

ALL THE BEST WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM 
AND THE IIARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY; 

Also, the following MAGAZINES and NEWS
PAPERS :—

“ Banner of Light," (weekly). 6d., 25s. per annum.
Ship copies, 4d., 15s. per annum.

“ Medium and Daybreak,” (weekly). 3d., 10s. per an
num. Ship copies, half-price.

“ Spiritual Magazine,” (monthly). 10d., 9s. per annum. 
“ Human Nature,” (monthly). 10d., 9s. „ 
“London Spiritualist” (fortnightly). 6d., 12s. „
“ Religio-Philosophical Journal,” (weekly). 6d., 25s. 

per annum.
Country P ostage E x tra .

W . H. TERRY, Spiritual and Reform Book Depot, 
9 6  Russell Street, Melbourne. 

C a t a l o g u e s  F r e e  o n  A p p l i c a t i o n .

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  A C A D E M Y ,
CORNER OF NICHOLSON & GERTRUDE STS., 

For Young Ladies and Young Gentlemen.
T h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  C o n d u c t e d  b y  M R .  M A N N S ,

Assisted by'Competent Teachers ; and is Established with 
the view of supplying what is felt to bo one of the Great 
Wants of the Age, namely, an E ducational E stab lish 
ment o f  a  Secular Character, not teaching any Creed nor 
Dogma, but inculcatingprinciples of Morality, and culti
vating a true sense, of Honor. Vacancies for Boarders.

Terms Moderate.
Prospectus forwarded on application to Principal. SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

J F .  0 ? .  W I M B L E ,  
P R I N T I N G  IN K  M A N U F A C T U R E R , 

Bronze and Lithographic Color Importer,
L it t le  Collins S treet E ast.

P r i c e  L i s t  f o r w a r d e d  f r e e  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

/'COPIES of Mumler's Spirit Photographs on Sale, 
Is. 6d. each.; 10s. the set of nine. W. H. Terry, 

96 Russell Street.

‘ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT,
Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 6/- 

Subscriptions date from September to August.

B r i t t e n 's  J o u r n a l  o f  S p ir i tu a l  S c ie n c e .
Edited by S. B . Brittan, M. D.

Subscription, 18s. per annum ; Country, 20s. W . H. 
T e r r y ,  Spiritual Reform Book Dépôt, 96 Russell Street 
Melbourne.

Printed by R. Pnrton Si O o ., a t  their O ffice . 10« KUiabeth Street, Mclbonrne 
to ^Proprietor, W. a  Terry, and fobUehed hr him at »8 Rueeell «re« South, Melbourne.


