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T h e  in telligen t re a d e r  o f  th e  m an y criticism s em anating  

from th e  op pon ents o f  S p iritu alism  w ill have doubtless  

observed th a t  th e y  a re , as  a  ru le , d ire c te d  n o t a g a in st S p ir­

itualism p rop er, b u t  a g a in s t th e  excrescen ces  o f  i t ,  which  

they assum e to  b e  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  philosophy. I t ,  th e re ­

fore, behoves th e  tr u e  frien ds o f  th e  cau se  to  m ak e know n  

the groundw ork, a t  le a s t, o f  th e  p rin cip les up on which  

they base th e ir  b elief. T h e re  a r e  tw o a r tic le s  in o th e r  

columns o f  th is  p a p e r  b earin g  upon, and defining to  Borne 

extent, th e  philosophy o r  g en era l p rin cip les o f  Sp iritu al­

ism. T h a t en titled  “ W h a t  is  S p iritu a lism " analyses  

some o f th e  cau ses o f  th e  dissensions, and d ep recates th e  

foisting upon S p iritu alism  o f  th e  m an y p ecu liar doc­

trines and ideas w hich a re  to o  freq u en tly  th e  ou tgrow th  

of an un balanced o r  only p artia lly  illum ined mind. 

W ith th is w e cord ially  co in cid e ;  tr u e  Spiritualism  r e ­

cognizes none o f  th e se  excrescen ces  as  belonging to  th e  

parent tr e e . T h ey  a r e  b u t  p a ra site s  th a t  h an g  to , and  

disfigure in  th e  ey e s  o f  th e  casu al ob server, th e  b eau ty  

o f its  proportions. Spirituab’Bm p ro p er is  based upon  

reason, and ad m its o f  n o th in g  th a t  does n o t com m end  

itself to  th a t  G od -given  p rin cip le  o f  o u r  n a tu re . T o  e x ­

ercise this p rin cip le  ju s tly  m an  m u st be free  from  preju ­

dice o r  bias, a n d  w eigh im p artially  th e  variou s bearings  

of all m a tte rs  th a t  a r e  su b m itted  to  th a t  trib u n al. N o  

faith should b e  g iven  w ith o u t e v id e n ce ;  n o alleged  & c t  

accepted w ith o u t p r o o f ;  a n d  n o  sp iritu al com m unication  
received a u th o rita tiv e ly  th a t  does n o t  fu lly  satisfy  th e  

requirem ents of th e  im p artia l reaso n er.
Our remarks are pertinent to a  matter that has come 

particularly under our notice of late in connection with a  
whilom spiritual medium, who, under the auspices of a 
few friends, took a  house in this city and established 
what they were pleased to  call “ A Magnetic Institute.” 
W e have’from time to  time heard of the wonders said

to  have been perform ed a t  th e  said in stitu te , b u t from  a  
previous know ledge o f  th e  m edium , exten d in g  ov er several 
years, w e had little  confidence in anything reliable being  

given th ro u g h  h e r  to  th e  w orld. T he really  inspired  

w ritin gs re ce iv ed  a t  th e  in stitu te  cam e th ro u g h  m inds o f  

a  h igher p latform , b efore th ey, by an  abn egation  o f  their  

reaso n , su b m itted  them selves unreservedly to  th e  psycho­
logical influence. A lth ou gh  th e  g re a te r  n u m b er o f  

th ose who belonged to  th e  school have w isely withdraw n  

in tim e, unhappily a  few, form erly reasonable and in­

te llig en t m en have succum bed to  th e  psychological influ­

en ce, a n d  a re  now  m ere in stru m en ts in th e  hands o f  th e  

m edium . T h ey  claim  to  be in sp ired  by G od, and look  

dow n up on  S p iritu alists  (w ho only rece iv e  th e ir  in sp ira­

tio n s from  sp irits) w ith p ity . Y e t  w h at do th ese  unfor­

tu n ate  and m isguided individuals give us in place o f  th e  

ration al philosophy ta u g h t by elevated in telligen ces in  

th e  sp irit-w orld  b u t a  strin g  o f  ridiculous assum ptions. 

F irs tly — th e  debasing d o ctrin e  o f  o u r  ow n v.nworthineas 

and u tte r  helplessness to  do an y  th in g o f  ourselves ; n e x t  

a  new  in terp re ta tio n  o f  th e  vision o f  th e  seven churches;, 

an d  la s t, b u t n o t le a s t, w e a re  seriously inform ed th a t  

th e  m edium ’s sp irit has been tu rn ed  o u t o f  h er b o d y, 

and th a t  th e  said physical ten em en t is now inhabited by  

a  sp ir it from  th e  sun ? who has tak en  u p  his abode t i w  

die  in  th a t  gloom y dom icile fo r  th e  edification o f  th e  

m em bers o f  th e  in stitu te . I t  is  sad to  con tem p late  th e  

condition o f  m ind o f  those who can  believe in  such ab­
surdities, a n d  w e w ould endeavor to  save o th ers  from  

d riftin g in to  such a  d egrad ing condition. M an y  persons, 

a ctu a te d  by cu rio sity  o r o th e r  m otives, a r e  in the habit 
o f  visitin g th is  m edium  ; and , w henever practicable, she 
endeavors to  brin g th em  u n d er h e r  m esm eric influencé, 
m anip ulating th e ir  heads and com m anding them to at­
ten d  again. A  ce rta in  p ercen tag e  o f  these eventually 
succum b to  th e  m ag n etic  influence, and become ( to  use 
a  favorite expression o f  th e  medium’s) “ as li ttle  chil­

d ren .”  W e th in k  i t  high tim e th a t  th is demoralising 
delusion w as exploded , as  a lread y  two or three promising 
m inds have been wrecked, and others are in the eddies 
o f  th e  gulf. W e would strongly advise all who may be 
induced to visit the so-called institute to keep their wit# 
about them and not to go as “ little children," or they 
m ay find themselves under a  dangerous mesmeric influ­
en ce before they a re  aware of i t  W e should have spoken
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on th is  su b ject boforo, b u t bad hoped th a t th e  folly would 
h av e died o u t ; wo find, how ever, th a t, although  
th e re  has been a  considerable falling off in th e  num ber 
o f  m em bers, those calcu lated  to  do m ost harm , un fortunately  
rem ain . In te lle c t, w ithout th e  con tro l o f  reason, is like 
a m an on a wild h orse m inus a  brid le. A s a  m a tte r  of  
cou rse, in th is retro gressiv e school all lite ra tu re  is set 
aside as  useless, and th e  pupils a re  prohibited read in g  
books, o r tak ing p a r t in an y  spiritual circle , th e  object 
ap p aren tly  being to  deaden th e  brain to  any im pressions  
b u t th ose which com e from  th e  presiding influences of  
th e  in stitu te . P rog ressive ' S p iritu alists will readily see  
how unreasonable nre th e  dem ands o f  th ese m isguided  
persons, and how little  th ere  is to  ju stify  th e ir  asser­
tion  th a t th ey  receive an  influx from th e  D eity . I t  is 
th e  old s to ry  ov er again— a  drifting into blind and u n ­
reasoning fanaticism . W e  can b u t p ity  th e  victim s, 
som e o f whom we know to  be estim able m en in private  
life, and sincerely  tru s t  th a t som e benign influence m ay  
s tir  up th e ir  d o rm an t facu lties, and bring reason to  the  
van. T hey will then see th e ir  folly, and bo ab le  to  e x ­
tr ica te  them selves from th e  slough in to  which th ey  have 
fallen . I f  n o t, le t us hope th a t th e ir  exam ple will be a 
w arning to  o th ers to  le t reason guide them  in all th ings  
tem poral and spiritual.

( S i n c e  t h e  a b o v e  w a s  i n  t y p e  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  
M r .  J .  T y e r m a n ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n o t h e r  c o l u m n ,  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s i n g  
o u r  v i e w s . )

C O M M U N IC A T IO N .

Tnp. wind bloweth w here it listeth , and y e  can n ot te ll 
whence i t  com oth o r w hither i t  goeth. So is every  one  
th a t is bo(n o f the Spirit. T o m inds on e a rth , th e  birth  
o f the S p irit is inconceivable in its  prim ary Bense. T hey  
can and do concoivo o f a  birth  in to  the socond s ta te  o f  
human life, when th e  em bryo m an em erges into a  sta te  
o f actual life, w here ho perceives th e  train  o f  effects 
which follow certain  c a u se s ; b u t th e  idea o f  th e  first 
life o f his infant sp irit he can n ot grasp  ; he reasons from  
w h at has passed before his'eyes, and from  liis ac tu al ex ­
perience and th e  know ledge thus gained passes as tru th  
to  h i m ; but, th ere  is infallible tru th  a t  th e  cen tre  o f all, 
whose revelations como gradu ally into m an’s  conscious­
ness, though th e  wayH o f its developm ent a re  various as 
a re  th e  shades o f in tellectual grow th in m ankind. To  
m an is reserved tho rig h t o f  ju d g m en t in all th ings r e ­
latin g  to  earth , his life th ereon, and th e  m ore advanced  
stages o f spiritual developm ent which i t  is his destiny to

Cb th rough . I n  all o f  which m an is th e  ju d g e  o f  his 
th e r  m an, and, th rou gh  him G od w orks in every  

sphere, high and lo w ; but, as  m an, th e  spiritualised en­
tity  becom es wiser in tho spheres o f advanced knowledge, 
ho loses all arro g an ce  tow ards th ose less enlightened  
th an  he is , and appeals to  th e  lo ve principle o f  his n a ­
tu re  for th a t which, h ith erto , he arrog ated  as a  right. 
I  see th a t  yo u r m inds a re  conflicted w ith certain  ideasj 
which w e h ad betoro given y o u  ou r opinion upon. D o  
n o t allow  an y  d octrin e w hatever, o r  any statem en t, from  
w h atever so u rce  i t  comeB, to  w arp yo u r ju d g m en t or 
cloud y o u r reason. Think deeply an d  analyse every  
sayin g th a t  p u rp orts  to  com e from  sp irit realm s, and le t  
y o u r reason decide, for in th a t  w ill tr u th  app ear to  you, 
a n d  be, in fa ct , th e  only tru th  you a r e  fit to  receive. ’

T H E O B A L D .

B elo v ed  F b ik n t s ,— H e  who said, “  Suffer little  children  
to  com e u n to  m e, fo r  o f  such is th e  K ingdom  o f H eaven ”  
fe lt th e  D ivin e S p irit o f  L o v e  w ithin H im , and knew  
from  in tn itio n  and experien ce, th a t  all m en a re  b u t  
children in  th e  know ledge o f things rela tin g  t o  th e ir  
in ner life— (th e  tr u e  m an  an d  w om an principle o f  th e ir  
n a tu r e )— an d  th a t  a ll w ho w ould learn  o f  th is  tr u e  life  
m u st have th e  p u re  an d  sim ple m ind o f a  child, w ith its  
rep o sin g  confidence, and its  desire fo r  t r u t h ;  h u t how  
th e  b e s t  efforts o f  m an y a r e  baulked in  th e  ra ce  a fte r

th is  know ledge b y  th e ir  sup posed efficiency'.resting upon 
th e  base o f preconceived n o tio n s. W e r e  i t  possible for 
m an to  ob literate  a ll p rev io u s-erro rs  from  his mind and 
exp erien ce, th en  m ig h t h e  be a b le  to  rece iv e  th e  impres­
sions o f  a  h ig h er realm , and from  m ind s advanced beyond 
th e  e a rth -sta te , m o re  c le a r ly ; b u t, u n til he can  do so 
th e  tru th  m u st flow to  him  obliquely ; m an  progresses in 
th e  earth-life and benefits by exp erien ce  Upon the 
ruin s o f old templeB ho builds still fa ire r  edifices that 
servo th e ir  pu rp oses, and w h en  th a t  is achieved they give 
w ay ben eath  th e  still m o re  con v in cin g evidences, and 
form  a  base for a n o th e r ; th u s, y o u  see, dear friends, 
tru th  is progressive to  y o u , b u t s tr ic tly  speaking, you 
a re  progressive and tr u th  is s ta tio n e ry . Y o u  perceiveit 
as ono in a  b o a t perceives th e  op posite shore.

B . W.

T H E  M O U N T A IN  P A T H .

B T  M A B Y  P . D A V IS .

Shadow s c re p t a lo n g  th e  valley, sun sh ine played upon 
th e  green ,

On th e  boughs th e  leaflets p a rte d , show ing flecks oi 
cloud betw een,

D im pling brook lets floated on w ard  w h ere  th e  wandering 
b re e z e s  sigh,

F lo w re ts  b reath ed  th e ir  sw eet-ton ed  w elcom e to  the 
children passing by.

I n  th a t  valley , sh ad ow -h au n ted , listen in g  to  th e  water’s 
chim e,

L iste n in g  to  th e  m an y  w h ispers te llin g  o f  a  fadeless 
clim e,

Su dd enly m y soul w as lifted  as  on  a m b er-tin ted  wings,
A n d  m v h e a r t  w as filled w ith su n ligh t, su ch  as  jo y  super­

nal brings.

F o r  a  v o ice  b rok e on th e  stilln ess fu ll o f  tenderness and 
tru th ,

B re a th in g  w ord s m y sp irit p ined to r  in  th e  years of 
bligh ted yo u th ,

C allin g  m e to  leave th e  valley  and th e  m ists  th a t  roll 
below—

L e a v e  th e  dim , seq u estered  a rb o rs , a n d  th e  w aters’ plain­
tiv e  flow.

E y e s  th e re  w ere  th a t  beam ed  u p o n  m e th ro u g h  th e  pale 
and pensive ligh t,

E a rn e s t, loveful, calm , a n d  h o ly , like th e  s ta rs  upon the 
n ig h t ;

A n d  a  voice o f  sw e e te r  m u sic th a n  th e  son g  o f  bird or 
tr e e ,

W h isp ered  : “ D arlin g , leave th e  v a lley , clim b th e  moun­
ta in -to p  w ith  m e .”

S ilen tly  w e so u g h t th e  p ath w ay  N a tu r e ’s loving hand 
had w ro u g h t ;

S w eetly  fond th e  g en tle  to k en s b y  h e r  fo re s t m instrels 
b ro u g h t ;

G lad  und g ay  an d  hu shed an d  te n d e r  w ere  th e  n otes she 
. chan ted  th e re ,

A n d  th e  m ou n tain  p a th  w as sacred  a s  a  h o ly  shrine of 
p ray er.

H a n d  in h an d w e h asten ’d  on w ard  w h ere  th e  eag le  led  the 
w ay,

Scaled  th e  g ra n d  a n d  gloriou s su m m it re stin g  in  th e  lap 
o f  day,

S tood  up on th e  m oss-grow n  ca rp e t, s to o d  w h ere man 
h as seldom  tro d ,

A n d  w ith  re v e re n t brow s u n co v ered , in  th a t  h o u r we 
w orshipped G od.

T h e  “  S p iritu al M ag azin e  "  f o r  A u g u s t devotes twelve 
p ag es to  a n  ab le  review  ‘ b y  T h om as B re v o ir  ”  o f  Sar- 
g e a n t C ox’s “  Spiritu alism  an sw ered  b y  8 cien ce.”
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dfoiMBpoitdiitto.

Communications f o r  insertion in  this J o u r n a l  should he 
p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

T H E  S A N D H U R S T  S P I R I T  H A N D , A N D  T H E  
"  M E L B O U R N E  P U B L I C  D IS C U S S IO N .

“ T h e  s a m e  r e a s o n  e x i s t s  n o w  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  
a s  ( l i d  i n  a n y  f o r m e r  p e r i o d .  W h n t  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  m i r a c l e s  I 
I s  t h e r e  n o t  t h e  s a m e  d e m a n d  f o r  b e n e v o l e n c e  n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  e v e r  
w a s  1 W a s  i t  t o  d i s p e l  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  d i v i n e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  m e s ­
s e n g e r ?  D o e s . n o t  t h e  s a m e  d o u b t  e x i s t ?  A n d  i s  i t  n o t  o s  n e c e s ­
sary t o  d i s p e l  d o u b t  i n  o n e  p e r i o d ,  a s  a t  a n o t h e r ?  W a s  i t  t o  e s ­

t a b l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  ? B u t h a v e t h e y  d o n e  i t ?  I s  n o t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
a c o n t r o v c r t a b l e  s u b j e c t ?  H a s  n o t  t h e  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  m n n k i n d  
n e g l e c t e d  i t  ? W h a t e v e r  t h e n  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  w h e t h e r

i t  b e  t o  m i t i g a t e  s u f f e r i n g ,  d i s p e l  d o u b t ,  o r  e s t a b l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,
t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n  n o w  e x i s t s  t h a t  e v e r  d i d .  I f  m i r a c l e s  w e r e  e v e r  
p e r fo r m e d , u n l e s s  G o d  i s  a n  i r r a t i o n a l  b e i n g ,  H e  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e m  
p e r f o r m e d  n o w . "

“ T h e  M e t h o d i s t s  o f  W e s l e y ' s  d a y ,  w e r e  S p r i t u a l i s t s — s e e  
F l e t c h e r ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  s p i r i t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  W e s l e y 's  f a m i l y .  
T h o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  t o - d a y  b e l i e v e  m o r e  t h a n  o u r  m o d e r n  M e t h o ­
d is t s ,  a n d  o n  b e t t e r  p r o o f .  F o r  t h e i r  a d d i t i o n a l  1 )01101  t h e y  b r i n g  
s t r o n g e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a n  t h a t  u p o n  w h i c h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  r e c e i v e d —  
living fo r  d ead  witnesses. T h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  i r r e s i s t a b l c .  Y o u  
d o u b t  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s ,  a n d  d e m a n d  p r o o f .  T h e y  s h o w  t h a t  y o u  a l ­
r e a d y  b e l i e v e  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  p o i n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  a s k  y o u  o n  w h a t  e v i ­
d e n c e .  H  y o u  r e p l y ,  a n d  i n f o r m  t h e m ,  t h e y  s h o w  y o u  s i m i l a r  
e v id e n c e ,  an d  much s tron g er ; a n d  you must believe. H e n c e  t h e  
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s p r e a d  o f  m o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ; an d  on them, as 
reformers , our hopes rest."— A n  E y e - o p e n e r ,  b y  Z c p a ,  p a g e s  7 7  

a n d  1 6 1 .

T O  T H E  E D I T O E  O F  T H E  H A E B I N G E B  O P  L I G H T .

I  do n o t a g re e  w ith th e  g en era l sen tim en ts o f  th e  
book from  w hich I  h av e  tak en  th e  above qu otation . I  
simply cull sufficient from  its  pages to  su it m y purpose, 
and w ith which, I  do ag ree . I  am  one o f  th ose, who re-

Erd th e  a u th e n tic  reco rd  o f th e  ap p earan ce  o f tho sp irit 
nd, w h eth er in  S an d h u rst o r B abylonish h istory , as  

equally m iraculous.
I  was g lad  to  see  y o u  a c te d  up on th e  su ggestion  of  

my le tte r  in  y o u r lass issue, and placed  th e  fa c t a t  Sand­
hurst, still fu r th e r  beyond doubt. B u t  w h at have th e  
M elbourne gen tlem en who atten d ed  th e  public discussion, 
and proved th em selv es so read y a t  th e  “ h oarse laugh ”  
now to  'say to  th e  m a tte r .

"Will th e y  claim  to  bo san e m en, and y e t  rem ain o f  
opinion th a t  th e  th re e  resp ectab le , cred ib le  w itnesses, 
givon in y o u r la s t n u m b er, w ere  deceived, o r  deceiving, 
togeth er w ith m o re  th a n  a  m illion o f  equally crodiblo  
witnesses, w h ich  cred ib le  h isto ry  reco rd s, as having w it­
nessed th e  sam e ph enom ena in la te  years. I t  is said 
those lau gh  b est, who lau gh  la s t. I f  som e S p irit would  
dispel th e  sham eful ig n o ran ce  o f  m odern  h is to r y ;  and if  
th e  un questioned f re ts  o f  m o d em  h istory  w ere m ore  
generally know n, w ould i t  n o t be a s  c le a r  as  noon-day, 
th at, th a t  cred u lity  w as th e  w eak er, a n d  m ore laughable, 
which g rav ely  believed M r. T y erm an  advanced a  false  
story ab o u t a  sp ir it hand a t  Sandhurst, in sup port o f  his 
theory ? I  w as to ld  b y a  gen tlem en p resen t a t  tho dis­
cussion, th a t  th e  id ea  o f  th e  tr u th  o f  th is s to ry , was 
laughed a t , and sco u ted  by a ll e x ce p t th e  S p iritu alists.

N ow , M r . E d ito r , in stead  o f  le ttin g  th e  m a tte r  drop,- 
I  wish to  a tte m p t to  utilise, b o th  th e  S an dh urst fa ct , and 
th e  M elb ourne “  hoarse laugh ” — fo r  I  ca n n o t help 
suspecting th a t  th e  d eterm in ed  in cred u lity , has its  found­
ation, in a  sim ilar in cred u lity , resp ectin g  th e  hand m en­
tioned in  O ld  T e stam en t h istory , and th is  la t te r  in cre­
dulity, w ould c a rry  w ith i t  m u ch  m ore, o f  a  mischievous 
nature to  th e  individual, and to  th e  com m onwealth. To  
establish f r ith  in  th e  m od em  su p ern atu ral and m iracu­
lous, is  o f  n ecessity , to  establish  th ereb y  and a t  th e  same 
tim e, f r ith  in  th e  a n c ie n t sim ilar su p ern atu ral and m ira­
culous phenom ena. I n  th is  w ay th e  revival, and fu rth er  
consideration o f  th e  su b ject m ay  be useful.

.M r . H o w itt in his h isto ry  o f  th e  sup ern atural, very  
nicely exp resses th is  sentim ent,— in  th e  2 2 1  p ag e  o f  first 
vo lu m e:— “ T h ose  who deny m o d em  m arvels, m ust in 
g je ir  h earts  den y sim ilar, b u t g re a te r  things in th e  
B ible. T o th o se  how ever, w ho have seen, and therefore  
believe in  th e se  m o d e m  cases, th e  belief in  th e  m iracles  
o f th e  B ible, becom es a m a tte r  o f  course, a n d  their

O hrutianity receives a  new confirm ation ;  and o n e, 
amongst m any answers is g iv en  to the question  ‘  Oui bono.’ 
L e t  th e  P ro te sta n t C hurches look to  it , who have volun­
ta rily  abandoned all claim s to  m iracles, and tongu es, and  
gifts o f healing, and o f  discerning o f  sp irits, for as  su re  
as th ey  are  w ithout th ese, they are  but w ithered figtrees, 
ab o u t which C h rist has left exp ress orders. H e n ce  i t  is 
th a t C atholics have declared th a t P ro testan tism  is no 
tru e  faith, for it is d estitu te  o f  G o d ’s g r e a t  criterion , 
"  the existence o f  m iracles in  i t and h en ce th e  C ath o­
lics  have alw ays declared th a t P rotestan tism  is but a 
slippery pathw ay to  D eism , and th e  P ro testan t faith  lias 
b u t too fully proved th e  tru th  o f  th e  accu sation .', 
T h ere  >s one fa c t which I  think has n o t been sufficiently 
noticed in tho w ritings and lectu res o f  th e  Spiritu alists  

' —-it is th is— Tho wonderful ( I  do say positive expressio  
f a ls i ,  but n early  th e  sam e th in g ), suppressio veri, on  th e  
p a rt o f  both pu lp it and press, con cern in g th e  various  
classes o f  super-m undane wonders, which it is  now pleas­
ing G od to  work am ongst th e  inhabitants o f  th e  earth . 
T hey will su gg est nonsensical and ridiculously insuffici­
e n t causes for th e  effects, b u t th ey  invariably, and slyly, 
and unblushiugly, keep o u t o f  sigh t, and m ake no m en­
tion  o f th e  exact”, and p articu lar kiud o f  effects th ey  so 
cleverly  suggest a  sufficient cause for. I f  th e y  w ere to  
specify th e  e x a c t  kind o f  phenom ena to  be covered, their  
p reten ded sufficient cause would appear n o t only insuffi­
cien t, but i t  would seem  as though it w ere impossible co 
add to  th a t insufficiency, and bv consequence th eir  
assum ed cleverness would w ear th e  asp ect o f  “ g re a t  
stup id ity .” This is lifting the veil, and exposing tho  
cau se o f  th e ir  wonderful silenco upon tho g re a t fact o f  
m odern m iracles a t  Sandhurst, Castlom aine, and through­
o u t tho earth ’s wide circle. A s th e  anti-S piritual- 
is ts  can n o t (u pon th e ir  own creed  and philosophy) 
a cco u n t for th ese phenom ena, th ey  a re  driven to ignoring  
them .

“  W ."  by his le tte r  in yo u r last issue, drew  atten tion  
to  a  striking in stan ce o f th is n atu re , whore th e  Very  
R ev . th e  D ean  o f  M elbourne had sou gh t to  ignore the  
fa c t  o f M r. H om e’s levitation  in tho presence o f  two 
L o rd s, by supposing th e ir  sense o f  sigh t had deceived  
them .

I n  su p p ort o f  th e  probability and credibility o f  th e  le ­
v itatio n , and o f  th e  im probability and incredibility  o f  th e  
L o rd ly  deception, tw enty o th er levitations o f  th e  same 
gen tlem an w ere alluded to , as m entioned in his work, 
nine y ears  in publication . M r. “ W ."  m igh t have said  
m ore th a n  th is, for ho will find, th a t  i t  w as given iu evi­
dence beforo th e  L ond on D ialectical S o ciety , and pub­
lished in th oir re p o rt th a t one hundred levitations have 
occu rred  du rin g th e  lifetim e o f  M r. H om e, and before 
w itnesses. L o t  us tak e one m ore g lan ce  a t  th ese  gen­
tlem en  so fond o f  ignorin g aw kw ard facts, iu relation to  
th e ir  ow n philosophy. H ow  com es i t  to  pass th a t the  
A rg u s  does n o t rep o rt th e  m iraculous occu rren ces a t  
S an dh urst and C astlem aiue, lately  app earing in the  
H a rb in g e r  o f  L i g h t ?  I s  n o t such refu sal to publish 
su ch  f re ts , tan tam o u n t, and equal to , th a t  jo u r n a ls  B ible  
o a th .^ h a t th ese m iracles do n o t tak e  place, b u t th a t  the  
C hairm an o f  th e  c ircle  and his co-w itnesses who rep o rt  
th em , a re  fools o r  liars ? Thus is th e  accep tation  ot the

Cblic, guided, governed, and misled, by such' journals.
t  th ese facts  be mentioned to  th e  first hundred people 

m et w ith in th e  s tre e t, n o t m ore th an  one would believe 
th em . W h o is to  blame for th eir ig n oran ce o f  existing  
facts  in. th e  world, b u t th e  P ress  and th e  P u lp it. I t  is 
m ere sub terfuge for th e  A rg u s  to  p reten d th a t  such sub­
je c ts  a re  unim portant, for i t  stands to  reaso n  th a t  
“ other seienoes fa d e  before the g rea te r  question o f  hum an­
it y 's fu t u re —  W hence do we come ?  W h ith er  do w e g o  ?  
T h e  Sp iritu alists  believe they a re  liftin g  the curtain  that 
has, hitherto, obscured o u r  know ledge o f  these g rea t  q ues­
tions.""  I t  m u st also stan d  to  reason, even in  th e  e sti­
m ation  o f  th e  A rg u s ,  th a t  m anifestations o f  th e  su p er­
n atu ral, d irectly  bear upon, a n d  have re la tio n  to , th ose  
g re a t questions. T he A rg u s ,  like th e  P u lp it, is  in  th e  
place, w here i t  is dem anded o f  con scien ce to  speak th e  
tru th , and th erefore, I  rep eat, th e  distinction  becom es 
nice, betw een th e  suppressio veri, and th e  expressio  fa ls i .  
I  can n ot help th ink in g th ose will be happier, an d  enjoy  
m ore peace o f  m ind, to  w hose philosophy th ese  e v er re -
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cu rrin g  m iracles, adm inister no  r ep ro o f a n d  a sk  f o r  no 
h id in g  p la ce f o r  that reaeon.

M r. 8 . B . B ritta n  has le t  th e  lig h t o f H eav en  shine 
down up on  th e  why and th e  w h erefore o f  th is “ ominous,” 
a n d 'very  extrao rd in ary , an ti-sp iritu alistic  “  dead 
silence,” in a  lew  well ch osen  w ords. I  ca n n o t con­
clu d e th is le tte r  b e tte r  th an  by quoting them

“ T he savans, who have been accu sto m ed  to  call 
loudly for facts, are  for th e  m ost p a r t  dumb, now th a t  
facts  a re  likely to  explode som e o f th e ir  m aterial con clu ­
sions, and flee from th e ir  p resen ce a s  from  a  m agazin e o f  
curses. T h ere a re  honorable exceptions I  am  happy to  
acknow ledge, b u t gen erally  th ey  a re  anxious to  keep o u t 
o f  sigh t o f  facts, as hypocrites to evade the terro r  o f  the  
last ju dgm ent. B u t  facts  a re  o f to o  freq u en t occu rren ce  
to  escape observation, o r  to  leave th e  candid inquirer  
w ith ou t th e  grounds o f  a  rational conviction.

T hese facts  m ust inevitably strengthen the believers in  
revealed  relig ion , and th ey  esp ecially  have a  m ore th an  
m ortal in terest in this discussion and th e  issues involved 
in th e  g re a t question. I f  i t  w as a  m iracle for P e te r  to  
walk on th e  w ater, and for Phillip to  be tak en  up in th e  
a ir  and borne aw ay, i t  is no less a  m iracle  th a t  th e  
bodies o f the Seeress o f  P ro v o rst, P e te r  o f  A lean tra , 8t. 
T h erasa , D . D . H om e, and H en ry  G odon, a r e  m ade to  
float in th e  a ir  in m odem  tim es, and before th e  eyes of 
th e  living.

I  am , Sir,

T o u r  ob edien t servant,

C A L D E C O T T .

C O -O P E R A T IO N .

TO THE EDITOE OF THE HAEBINGEE OF LIGHT.
S in ,— I t  is very  g ratify in g  to  see th a t th e  Spiritu alists  

a re  on tlie move w ith reg ard  to  co-op eration . This is, w ith­
o u t exception  one o f  the w isest steps th e y  have tak en , for 
several reasons:— F irs t, because actio n  is required  as  well 
as talk to benefit mankind ; second ly, b ecau se th e  w ork­
in g  classes are  brutalized by excessive labour and p o v e r ty ; 
and thirdly , because social and physical evil m u st be r e ­
m oved beforo th e  masses o f  th e  people can becom e really  
virtuous and m oral, and tru e  m orality  is th e  only suro  
and Bolid foundation on  which to  e re c t  th e  beautiful 
su p erstru ctu re  o f tru e  piety and holiness. I  th ink it 
m ay bo advisable to  have a t  least one co-operative asso­
c iatio n  under the direct con tro l of th e  Sp iritists, because  
th ey  are  thorough progressionists and have decided to  
th row  to  th e  winds all old foolish ideas, creed s, and dog­
mas, and to  free themselveB a t  once and for e v er from  
th e  iron  grasp  o f p riestcraft which has w arped, stun ted , 
and crushed th e  hum an m ind for ages, and d a red  to  call 
reason carn al— G od’s b est and noblest g ifts  to  m an. 
B u t th is association should m erely bo a  lead er o r fo re ­
runn er, and when thoroughly established it  m u st assist 
all kindred associations, w hether th ey  be Sp iritists o r  
n o t, o r i t  will fail to  fulfil its  glorious m ission. M y  be­
loved Spiritists, i f  w e can accom plish th is noble task , w e  
shall have done m ore fo r  hu m an ity th an  orth od o xy  has 
done for th e  la s t eighteen hundred years, and m ore than  
te n  thousand B ism arks, w ith ou t shedding one drop o f  
hum an blood. r

Som e people have th o u g h t th a t  preachin g th e  o rth o ­
dox gospel would rem ove th e  cau se o f all evil, but this 
is a  sad m istake, because i t  is  impossible for m en, w ith  
advanced minds and lovers o f  tru th  to  believe th a t  
go sp el, i t  is  so con trad ictory  and absurd tak en  as  a  
whole. Thousands o f  ou r b est and cleverest m en have  
been driven to  th e  b arren  w astes o f scepticism  through  
p reach m g th a t  s tereotyp ed  gospel, and thousands m ore  
a re  on  th e  road th ro u g h  th e  ig n oran ce and shortsighted­
n ess o f  th o se  who o u g h t to  know b e tte r . I  th ink ab o u t  
th ree-fo u rth s o f  th e  working classes a re  scep tical on  
som e o f  th e  lead ing dogm as o f  th e  orth odox religion  
every y e a r  th e y  a re  losing confidence in th e  clerg y  and  
th e  B ible, b lit 1 am  happy to  say th a t th e y  a r e  p u ttin g  
m o re confidence in  th e  tru e  and living G od, who speaks 
t o  th em  th ro u g h  n atu re ’s infallible law s, and by his 
b rig h t m essengers o f  lo ve and tru th  ; th e y  begin to  see  
that i f  man w as ju s t  to  him self and to  his fellow  m an all 
would be com paratively  happy, even on  e a rth , th erefore

th e y  a re  n o t afraid  to  t r u s t  th a t  loving F a th e r  in t u  
fu tu re . T he c lerg y  w orship a t  th e  shrine o f  gold the 
rich  m en s it in th e  f ro p t se a ts  o f  o u r  chu rches and’ the 
poor m en  behind th e  d o or, th e  rich  m em bers are often 
visited while liv in g  a n d  finally th e y  a re  buried by a 
bishop in a  m ost p om p ous m an n er, while th e  poor man, 
althou gh he m ay b e  a s  p u re  a s  th e  dew -drop, is neglected 
in  life and u ltim ately  disposed o f  a t  d eath  in a most 
businesslike m an n er b y  a  la y m a n ; th u s, gold is wor. 
shipped, w hile th e  p ro d u ce  o f  a ll w ealth  is  neglected and 
despised. I  h eard  o f  a  c le rg y m a n  th e  o th er day, in Li- 
verpool, who p reach ed  a  serm o n  on th e  blessings of 
p o v erty , su re ly  h e  m u st b e  an  e x p e r t  a t  his profession, 
and I  suppose his n e x t  a tte m p t w ill be to  preach a ser­
m on on th e  devil an d  p rov e him  to  be a  saint and a 
g e n tle m e n ; one is  j u s t  as  reaso n ab le  as th e  other. If  
th e  clerg y  w ould a ssist in  fram in g  w ise and progressive 
law s to  rem ove th e  cau se  o f  evil, in stead  o f  its  effects, and 
n o t w aste  th e ir  p reciou s ta le n ts  and tim e in preaching 
su ch  a r ra n t  nonsense and p u llin g  lo n g  faces, happiness 
peace, and p le n ty  w ould soon en c irc le  th e  earth  like the’ 
atm osph ere.

A  W O R K I N G  MAN. 

C U I  B O N O ?

TO THE EDITOE OF THE HAEBINGEE OF LIGHT.
S i b ,— M an y  p ersons an xio u sly  looked forw ard to the 

la te  discussion betw een M essrs. T y erm an  and Blair, 
hoping th a t  th e y  w ould le a rn  w h at Spiritualism  is. 
O ti lers e x p e cte d  to  see  th e  w hole th in g  exposed and 
d estroy ed , ro o t an d  b ran ch . B o th  p a rtie s  m ust have 
been th orou g h ly  disappointed. S p iritu alists  themselves 
learn t nothing, un less th e y  le a rn t th e  on ly  lesson capable 
o f  being le a rn t, v i z . :— th a t  su ch  discussions will never 
do any good. B u t i t  is essen tial th a t  th e  world should 
know  w h a t S p iritu alism  i s ; w h at i t  m eans ; and to  the 
individual m an as  well as  to  th e  h u m an  family “ cui 
bono.”  L e t  m e t r y  if  I ,  a t  le a s t, c a n  “ reh earse  the ar­
tic le s  o f  m y belief.”

Spiritualism  te a c h e s :—  F i r s t— T o  lo v e  God—  That 
thou sh alt love th e  L o r d  th y  G od w ith  a ll th y  heart, 
soul, and s tr e n g th ; and second ly— T h y  neighbour as 
thyself. T h ese tw o d o ctrin es  a re  th e  beginn in g and end 
of Spiritualism . B u t  b etw een  th ese  ex tre m e s  a re  other 
points o f  faith o f  vital im p o rta n ce . Spiritualism  proves 
th e  im m o rtality  o f  th e  s o u l ; th e  cap ab ility  o f  th e  spirit 
re tu rn in g  to  e a rth  a n d  co m m u n icatin g  w ith m a n ; and 
th e  id en tity  o f th e  sp irit to  all e te rn ity . I t  teaches that 
m an m u st w ork o u t  his ow n salvation , progressing, step

S step , till  he shall b e  p e r f e c t  even  as  th e  angels in 
javen. D iscard in g  th e  id ea o f  a  m aterial H ell, it 

nevertheless holds th a t  m an  p a y s  th e  penalties o f  his 
tran sgression s, both in th is  life as  w ell as , m ore or less, 
in  th e  life to  com e. U p h old in g  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  Jow, 
i t  bows its  head to  th e  com m an d o f  G o d , w hen he says—  
“ T h ou  sh alt have none o th e r  G o d  b u t  m e .” Carried 
o u t to  its  lo g ical conclu sion , S p iritu alism  is perfected 
C h ris tia n ity ; a  step  in  ad v an ce  to  th e  g r e a t  end, super­
seding th e  p ast, as  itse lf  w ill, ev en  in  th is  world, be suc­
ceeded b y a  s ta te  o f  h ig h er p u rity  o f  w orship and morals, 
as th e  m ind an d  soul o f  m an  w ill be p rep ared  to  occupy 
th e  m o re  exa lted  position.

Spiritualism  m eans love and good w ill to  m a n ; the 
am elioration  o f th e  w hole r a c e ; th e  estab lish m en t o f an 
universal b ro th e rh o o d ; th e  d o in g , good fo r  th e  sake of 
doing good, th y  r ig h t h an d n o t  kn ow ing w h at th y  left 
h an d doeth ; t r u e  eq u ality  w h ere e a ch  shall do hiB share 
o f  w ork , th e  only p re-em in en ce  allow ed  being th at of 
goodness and in te llect. T h is is  n o  ab su rd ity , h u t i t  is 
th e  realization  o f  “  th e  tim e  ”  lo n g  foretold , long coming 
b u t in evitable in its  advent, “ w hen th e  earth  shall be 
filled w ith th e  know ledge o f  th e  L o r d  a s  th e  waters 
co v er th e  sea.”

T h a t Spiritu alism  w ill p ass th ro u g h  tr ia ls  and great 
suffering m u st be e xp ected . A ssu red ly , affliction wm 
com e, b u t le t  u s  te a c h  o u r  d e tra c to rs  th e  lesson o f f°r " 
giveness, even as C h rist J e s u s  ta u g h t u s  b y  p recep t and 
by exam ple.. B e  n o t  so ,q u ick  to  ta k e  offence and gw® 
th e  r e to r t  u n cou rteou s— rem em b erin g  t h a t  m any o f  the 
b est m en livin g believe S p iritu alism  th e  w ork  o f  the
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Devil him self (ft m ig h ty  D evil th a t  selfsam e m yth , fear­
ful as th e  evil th a t  is  roun d us in s te m  r e a lity ) . “ B e  
not too tam e e ith e r,” b u t cu ltiv a te  a  cou rage  i f  y o u  have 
i t  not, seizing e a ch  op p o rtu n ity  o f  proving ou r faith by 
the exercise o f  its  op posite v irtu e  o f  ev ery  vice  brought 
to bear again st u s . T o  falsehood, oppose tru th  ; to  
anger, good tem p er ; to  m alice, g o o d w ill; a n d  to  slander, 
forgiveness.

This is Spiritu alism  as  I  u n d erstan d  it. I f  it be not 
io, “ I ’ll none o f  i t ”

But I  feel th a t  I  am  rig h t, and th at I  have answ ered  
my query, “ C ui bono ?  ”

W ith  y o u r perm ission, I  m ay Bay som ew hat m ore, but 
with the d istin ct u n d erstan d in g  th a t  I  e n te r  n o t into any  
discussion su ch  as  w e have recen tly  experien ced , where, 
of each com batan t, i t  m igh t be tru ly  said, he fou gh t “ as 
one th at sm iteth th e  air.

I  rem ain , Sir,

V e ry  tru ly  yours,

S E R V E R  L E  R O I.Sept. 1st, 1872 .

T H E  D E A N  O F  M E L B O U R N E  A N D  M O D E R N  
M I R A C L E S .

N o . 2 .

C O N T B A .

" B u t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  s p e a k s  o f  o t h e r  m i r a c l e s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  
b e a r i n g  a  s t r i k i n g  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  m a n i f e s t a ­
t io n s  t o  t h e  m i r a c l e s  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t . "  . . . "  N o w  w o  

a r e  n o t  t o l d  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  w o n d e r s  o f  t h e  m a g i c i a n s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  
t h e  s l i g h t  o f  t h e  h a n d ,  b y  t h e  m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w -  
lo d g e , o r  b y  S a t a n i c  a g e n c y .  T h e  s a m e  r e t i c e n c e  i s  o b s e r v e d  in  
n u m e r o u s  p a s s a g e s  w h i c h  r e f e r  t o  s i m i l a r  p o w e r s . "  .  . .  “ I t  
a p p e a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  o f  n o  r e l i g i o u s  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e  a n s w e r s  o r e  d i c t a t e d  b y  S a t a n  h i m s e l f ,  o r  b y  t h e  
s p i r i t s  o f  d e a d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  o r  b y  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  f r a u d  o f  t h e  
a g e n t s ,  o r  b y  m u s c u l a r ,  n e r v o u s ,  m e s m e r i c  m a g n e t i c ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
s p e c ie s  o f  e x c i t e m e n t . "  .  .  .  “  Z b  vs ax Christian m oralists  
the enquiry is unim portant, w hether certain  results a r e  obtained  
by communication w ith  the sp irit-irorld . " — T h e  D e a n  o f  M e l ­
b o u r n e 's  P a m p h l e t ,  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

“  M a n k i n d  c l o t h e  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e  b y  t h e ,  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  w o r d  
“ m y s t e r y , '  w h i c h  i s  b u t  a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  i g n o r a n c e  W h e n  t h e y  
to o l  a  s u b j e c t  b a f f l i n g  t h e i r  p o w o r s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  
e v e r  r e a d y  t o  e x c l a i m — ‘  I t  i s  a  g r e a t  m y s t e r y  b e y o n d  t h e  k e n  o f  
r e a s o n ,  an d  i t  is  a  g rea t sacrilege te  attem pt to  r c rea l it ,  f o r  G o d  
h a s  c o n c e a l e d  i t  f r o m  h u m a n  e f f o r t s . " ' — E x p o s i t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  
b y  S c e p t i c ,  p a g e  3 1 8 .

“  W e  w i t n e s s e d  a t  t h e  D a v e n p o r t  B r o t h e r s  l a s t  n i g h t  t h i n g s  n o t  
d r e a m e d  o f  i n  a n y  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  : t o  
u s  t h e y  a r c  u n a c c o u n t a b l e .  W e  d o  n o t  p r o f e s s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e m , o r  a t t e m p t  t o  s u g g e s t  a n y  t h e o r y  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n .  We would 
advise the p u b lic  to  le t th , 1 m anifestations p a ss  without excitement, 
o rp u a lin g  th e ir  brain s about th e  rat ion ale  o f the phenom ena . " —  
G a t e s b u r g  F r e e  D e m o c r a t ,  A u g u s t  2 7 t h ,  1 8 6 3 .

“ I f  i t  b e  t r u e ,  t h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  b y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ; 
i n  e i t h e r  c a s e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  g o o d  c i t i z e n s ,  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n t  m in d s ,  
s h o u l d  u n i t e  : n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  p h e ­
n o m e n a — t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  t h i s ,  o r  a n y  p r e c e d i n g  a g e . " — S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  
b y  E d m o n d s  a n d  D e x t e r ,  p a g e  4 2 3 .

"  T h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  r e q u i s i t e  i s  t o  c o n v i n c e  m e n ' s  m i n d s  o f  t h e  
D i v i n e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  r e v e l a t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  b u t  t h r e e  w a y s  t h a t  
I  a m  a w a r e  o f  b y  w h i c h  t h i s  f a c t  c a n  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d .  T h e s e ,  
b e i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  m i r a c l e s ,  a n d  a  r e t u r n  o f  t l K  d e a d ,  i . e .  o f  d e ­
p a r t e d  s p i r i t s  t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  c o n d i t i o n  
b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e . " — S c e p t i c i s m  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  p a g e  1 4 2 .

T h e r e  i s  a  d e e p  s a c r e d n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  s e n s e s  o f  
t h e  s a n e  m a n  a n d  t h e  s a n e  m i n d ,  w h i o h ,  u n d e r  s o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  
i t  i s  w e l l  n i g h  i m p i o u s  t o  q u e s t i o n .  . . .  I t  c o m e s  t o  u s  w i t h  
a s  m u c h  c o n c l u s i v e n e s s  a s  c a n  b o  r e a s o n a b l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  r e c o r d s  
o f  a n  a n o i e n t  p e r i o d .  I f  t h o  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e  b e  r e ­
j e c t e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  h o w  c a n  t h o y  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  
t h o  p a s t  ? I f  t h e y  r e p u d i a t e  t h o  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t o - d a y ,  h o w  
c a n  t h e y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e c e i v e  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  p e r i o d s  a n d  o f  a  s e m i -  
b a r b a r o u s  p e o p l e i — J .  H .  R o b i n s o n 's  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o o  t h e  R e l i g i o n  
o f  M a n h o o d

I f  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  t h e i r  o c c u r r e n c e  b e  p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t e ,  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  t h e m s e l v e s  c a n n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  a s  a  v a l id  
r e a s o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e m  a s  f a c t s .  E v id e n c e ,^  i f  i t  b e  
o t h e r w i s e  t r u s t w o r t h y ,  i s  n o t  i n v a l i d a t e d  b y  t h e  u n l i k e l i h o o d  o f  
t h a t  w h i c h  i t  a t t e s t s .  W h a t ,  t h e n ,  i s  w a n t e d  h e r e  i s  t o  t r e a t  f a c t s  
a s  f a c t s ,  a n d  n o t  d e c i d e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  
T o  s a y  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  i n c r c d i b l o  i s  m e r e l y  t o .  s a y  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  o u r  k n o w l e d g e .—  

O o r n h i l l  M a g a z i n e  f o r  A u g u s t ,  1 8 6 0 .
B u t  b e  t h e  c a u s e  w h a t  i t  m a y  t h a t  m o v e s  t h e m ,  w h e n  m e n  p e r ­

s i s t e n t l y  a n d  r e c k l e s s l y  v i l i f y  t h o s e  g r o a t  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  e v i d e n c e s  
a  B lo o d  a n d  b e n e f i c e n t  s p i r i t u a l  o u t p o u r i n g ,  i t  i s  o u r  p a r t  i n  ju s -

t r e o  a n d  f r a t e r n a l  f o i l i n g  t o  w a r n  t h i n ,  t h a t  n o w ,  a s  o f  o l d ,  t h e y  
a r e  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d — A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  b y  
* .  H a r d l n g e ,  p a g e  3 4 6 .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HABBINOER OF LIGHT.
S i b — I n m y last com m unication I  estim ated  th e  sum  

to tal o f  m odern m iracles th ro u gh ou t th e  world to  am oun t 
to  ab o u t a  million per diem, m ore o r leas, but, from  th e  
foregoing ex tra c ts , opinions would app ear to  differ as  to  
w hether we should concern  ourselves ab o u t such trifles, 
som e raising th eir voices “ f o b "  such con cern , a n d  oth ers  
“ a g a i n s t "  it.

I  confess m yself on th e  side o f  th e  pros, b u t i t  will be 
observed th e  D ean holds hard and fast w ith th e  G ate*- 
burjj “ F re e  D em o crat" in advising people to  allow  these  
million o f  m iracles p er diem to  “ pass without excitem ent, 
o r p u zzlin g  their brains about the rationale o f  the p h e­
nomena."

H ow ever, it aids the faith o f  th e  Sp iritu alist to  And 
th a t he recognises in the phenom ena a “ strik in g resem ­
blance to  th e  m iracles o f  the N ew  T e stam en t,"  and sup­
poses it to  bo o f  th e  sam e n atu re  w ith certain  m iraculous  
pow er recorded in sacred  w rit. I t  is a  fu rth er aid to  
th e  faith o f  th e  Spiritualist to  know th a t he acknow ­
ledges th e  origin o f th is m iraculous pow er to  be in scrat- 
able to  the mind o f th e  anti-spiritualist. The sentim ents  
o f one D ivine m igh t n o t be regard ed  as o f  im portance, 
but I  w rite  u n d er th e  o th er assum ption, th a t I  rep ly  to  
and re fe r  to  th e  attitu d e  o f her m inisters o f  the chu rches, 
and indeed th eir orth odox m em bers gen erally , as we 
listen  to  tho every day expressed sentim ents o f those  
around us. T o m any th e  very idea o f  a m odem  m iracle  
from  any source, and th erefore the whole sub ject m atter  
o f  m y last com m unication would he regarded as  (to  use 
a  vulgarism ) “ bosh.”

H ow ever, giving th e  Dean cred it for right ju dgm ent, 
m iracles m ay, and do. now o ccu r  trom  som e source. 
This m uch gran ted  i t  follows th at such m iracles m ust be 
eith er m any o r  few in n u m b er; and, if  so, it was not a l­
to g eth er w aste  o f  tim e to  inquire “ how about th at m at­
te r ,”  by tu rn in g  ov er a few o f th e  last pages o f  this 
w orld's h istory . I  found th em  to  be a g re a t m any, and 
th e  question I  propose to  confine m vself to  in this le tte r  
is as to  w hether we should, o r should n o t, concern  ou r­
selves ab o u t th em . T he to n e o f  conversation is decidedly  
with the D ean a n d  the G alesburg  “  F r e e  D em ocrat.”

I  have said I  am  on th e  o th er side, and “ f o b  ” tho 
deep est and clo sest enquiry, and w arm est in terest. 
A p a rt from  th e  vastn ess o f th e  hare th ou gh t o f  sighting  
th e  e tern al shore, a p a rt from the easin ess o f  ou r stak e  
in such a question, do not ce rta in  asp ects  o f  th e  ques­
tion cro p  up before th e  eyes o f  th e  an ti-sp iritu alist, 
which go fa r  to  establish pri'ma-facie evidence th at th ere  
is a  serious flaw in his th eory , th a t th ese (iheiiom ena'are  
n o t G od-sent m iracles r’ T he evidence ot th a t flaw co n ­
sists in th e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n i o n s  o f  those who deny 
the hand o f  G od herein . I f  th ey  tak e th ree  c o n f l i c t ­

i n g  v i e w s ,  tw o-th irds o f th em  m ust o f  necessity bo 
w rong; and if tw o-thirds are  w rong, why not th e  whole? 
H e re  is a  serious subject for th e  reflection o f  those who 
a re  “  a g a i n s t  ”  enquiry.

F o r  th e  in stru ction  o f such as  a re  in the dangerous  
position o f  non-enquirers I quote from  th e  I8 5 th  page 
o f  “ Scep tics ”  Exp osition  o f  S p iritu alism :— “ I f  th e  an ti-  
spiritualists would ju s t  pause and look a t  one an o th er  
th ey  could n o t readily see a m ore divertin g sp ectacle , or 
how com pletely th ey  a r c  verifying th e  old adage— G ive  
a m an rope enough,’ & c. Now Spiritualism  can be but 
one th ing , b u t anti-spiritualists have m ade i t  o u t to  be 
alread y  a  dozen different things. W ith  one it is nothing  
a t  a l l ; w ith a second it is tho De v i l ; w ith a  th ird  i t  is 
R eicheobaeh’8.od-force, and a  very odd force i t  m u st be 
to  be h a lf  th e  forces th ey  say it is. I t  has been proved 
th a t  th e  spirits tell us things which no one p resen t  
knows ; shall we n o t ra th er believe them  than believe 
the m iscellaneous, m otley , conflicting m ob, who show  
them selves so u tte rly  ig n oran t o f  w hat th ese  in telligences  
a re , th a t th ey  a ttrib u te  th em  to  a  sco re  o f  vague cau ses?"  
T h a t th is diversity o f  sentim en t exists in th e  an ti-sp irit­
u alistic cam p is a  fa c t beyond dispute, and com m on sense  
should d ictate  to  an y  m an th ere  sheltering himself th a t  
th ere  is “ som ething rotten in the state q f  D en m a rk .”  
R easonable alarm , m otives of self in te re st, and present 
and' fu tu re  happiness, and lo y alty  to  th e  supreme dial 
poser of even ts, u n ite  in urging; him to  wake up, and 
heedless of th e  injunctions of the churches a n d  “  Free
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D em o cra ts”  en q uire into th e .ratio n ale  o f  th e  phenom ena.”
T h e  pam phlet before m e is in one re sp e ct v e iy  tru e  

to  th e  to n e o f  th e  th eolo gy  o f  all th e  chu rches, and 
equ ally  tru e  to  th e  to n e o f  conversation  in all classes o f  
so ciety , e x ce p t perhaps th ey  a re  n o t qu ite so frank as  
th e  D ean, whose hon est avowal is to  th is e f fe c t :— “ 1  
m ust confess that rega rd in g  what has been said  in  the 
Q uarterly B eview  f o r  October on the one hand, and D r .  
B o a k e on the other, 1  agt unable to a rriv e  at a  certain  con­
clusion, and, f o r  reasons stated, do not f e e l  it necessary to 
do so." I  a rg u e  th a t th is weak p oin t on th e  an ti-sp irit­
u alistic  side should be a stro n g  p oin t on th e  side o f  the  
S p iritu alists. I f  th ey  a re  so far stag g ered  by th e  phe­
nom ena as  to  be “unable to  arriv e a t  certain  conclusions” 
we m ay hope to  m ake co n v erts  o f  them.

This inability to  arriv e a t  certain  conclusions w as w hat 
stru ck  me as I  first glanced ov er th e  pam phlet. I t  will 
ho seen th a t, in  th at portion o f  th e  pam phlet q u oted  a t  
th e  head o f  th is le tte r, th e  D ean  en u m erates a  g re a t  
v ariety  and diversity o f possible causes o f  spiritualistic  
phenom ena, as held by different people, b u t h e  elects  
none o f  them  for his own adoption. l i e  holds th a t  th e  
m odern phenom ena resem bles th a t produced by Ja n n e s  
and Jam b res , b u t he does n o t s ta te  th a t i t  is o f th e  same 
n atu re  w ith th a t  which it resem bles. T h e  D ean  fu r­
th e r  d istin ctly  s ta te s  th at, if i t  w ere o f  th e  sam e n atu re  
with th a t exhibited by Ja n n e s  and Ja m b re s , it would 
n o t therefore bo evidently S atan ic, b ecau se th e  origin  is 
n o t disclosed. A t  th e  w orst, th erefore, th o  Spiritualists  
m ay console them selves th a t th e y  a re  a long way off th e  
D evil. A t  th e  sam e tim e it  m u st be n o ted  th a t  if  the  
D ean ’s statem en ts a re  n o t killing his in ferences are  
severe.

I  have m entioned one omission in tho pam phlet— th e  
omission to  answ er ono question which is th e  whole 
question— W h a t is tho causo of th ese w onderful pheno­
m ena ? I  now wish to  m ention an o th er om ission, w hich  
seem s eoually g re a t. In  my last com m u nication I  spoke  
o f th e  daily occu rren ce  o f  about h alf  a sco re  d istin ct  
clnsses o f  m odern m iracles. T he pam ph let does n o t  
m ention any o f  th em . T he D ean  is frighten ed to  play  
upon th e  gu itars , b u t I  love to  h arp  upon th is m usic  
from heavdli. I t  is in this w ay Spiritu alists and an ti­
spiritualists a re  cver n t cro ss  purposes. T he Spiritualist 
trium phantly advance's his stock  w onders as th e  evidences  
o f his faith. The an ti-sp iritu alist is stru ck  dumb, and  
shifts th e  subject if  possible to  a  doctrine o r dogm a o f  
faith. L e t  me suppose som e poor hon est m em ber o f  th e  
C hurch o f En glan d confounded a t  th e  h earin g o f  all such  
wonders as  I  m entioned in m y la s t le tte r, and h earin g  
th a t th e  D ean  o f his ch u rch  had addressed him self to  th e  
subject, he pu rch ases tho pam phlet to  learn  th e  tru th  of  
th e  m atter, but, lo ! from th e  first to  tho la s t p ag e  th ere  
is no sp irit voice, n o r a  n o te  o f angelic m usic, n o r a

ilimpse o f  a  sp irit hand, such as th ey  g e t a t  Sandhurst.
to feels n aturally  disposed to  p u t dow n th e  pam phlet 

and exclaim — ‘ bu t, M r. D ean , w h at I  w an ted  to  know  
was did th ey  see  th e  sp irit hands a t  S an dh urst and else­
w here ? ’ or, to  illu strate  m ore clearly  th o  om ission I  
allude to  in  th is and all o th er pam phlets and le c tu re s  o f  
th e  kind I  have m et w ith, I  will be a  li ttle  extrav ag an t  
m  tho suggestion o f  an  hypothesis to  serve m y purpose  
Suppose a  se c t  sprang u p  whose articles o f  faith  did n o t  
co u n t u p  to  th irty -n in e, b u t w hich held th a t  faith  could  
m ove m ountains, and pointed to  th e  phenom ena o f  th eir  
having m oved M o u n t D andenong and M o u n t M acedon  
t o t h e  im m ediate vicinity o f th e  Y o u  Y a n g s , as  an  a tte s ­
ta tio n  o f  th e  D ivine origin o f  th e ir  teachings. T he D ean  
again  w rites a  pam phlet to  c o n tro v e rt th e  d octrines o f  
th is se c t  which cu ts  sh o rt th e  th irty -n in e  artic les . T he  
sam e p o or m an, m em ber o f  his chu rch , again  pu rch ases  
th e  pam phlet, hoping th is  tim e to  have th ese m ountain  
m ovem ents explained, but.lol no m ention o f  e ith er m oun t 

A g ain  he go es to  th e  D ean , who inform s him th a t th e  
origin  o f  th e  m ovem ents o f  Ja n n e s  and Jam b res  is  n o t 
revealed . A r a m  th e  p o o r m an exclaim s— “ b u t, M r

* ’.1 .  , ped i °  have heard from  y ° u ; and w h at I  
w an ted  to  learn  from  y o u  w as, w h at y o u  did know  about 
th e  m ovem ents o f  M o u n ts  D andenong mid M aced on  a t  
th e  p resen t tim e; n o t  how m uch y o u  did n o t  know  ab o u t 
th e  m ovem ents o f  Je n n e s  and Jam b res  in tim e so long  
p a s t. I  re p e a t th a t  th is kind o f  shirking th e  fa cts  th a t

d istu rb 1 m en’s m inds, th is  k in d  o f  om ission to  notice the 
mountain movements o f  the p r e s e n t  day, characterises the 
an ti-sp iritu alistic  p am p h lets , le c tu re s , serm on s, and after 
d inn er conversations.

I  now  leave th is  p a r t  o f  th e  su b je ct and pass on to 
p oin t o u t ce rta in  reaso n s w h y i t  is  to  th e  last degree 
im probable th a t  evil influences a r e  a t  w ork  as  th e  origin 
o f m odern sp iritu al com m u nion and p h en o m en a; but, 
before I  do so, I  w ould ag ain  re m a rk  th a t  th o  Dean does 
n o t d eclare  th a t  th e  orig in  o f  th is  p h enom en a is Satanic 
only th a t i t  m ay  be, fro m  its  resem b lan ce  to  o th er phe­
nom ena th a t m ay be sa ta n ic , an d  w h ich  is  rocorded in 
th o  S crip tu re  w ith o u t a  re v e a le d  orig in . A s  a  Spiritual. 
is t) th erefore, I  shall g ive m y se lf  th e  b en efit o f  th e  doubt, 
and proceed  to  show th e  m o st d ire c t  im probability of 
evil origin and influence, a n d  also  th e  m o st direct evi­
d en ce o f  good origin  and influence.

I  have n o t m y se lf  been so fo rtu n a te  as to  have been 
in tho habit o f  w itn essin g sp iritu al ph enom ena, hut those 
who have enjoyed th o se  ad v an tag es  a re  constan tly  giy. 
ing expressions to  su ch  sen tim en ts as th e  following, 
w hich I  q u ote— “ I  th e re fo re  s ta te  th a t  a t  tho sittings 
th a t  I  have a tten d ed , I  h av e  n e v e r  h e a rd  a  sound or seen 
a  sig h t an tagon istic  to  p u rity , h u t  on  th e  contrary, I  
have boon advised to  p ray er, to  B ib le  read in g , to  repose 
in C hrist, d u ties I  h ad  grossly  n eg lected . I  would 
fran k ly  s ta te  th a t  I  w as rap id ly  im bibing materialism, 
and th a t  th a t b elief w as a c tin g  in  m y  actio n s. W hen I  
h eard  o f  sp irit-p ow er m an ifestation s 1  fe lt th a t, if  true, 
th ey  w ould h u e  in pieces th e  u p as tr e e  o f  materialism. 
I  sou g h t and found ; and n o t  th a t  on ly , b u t th e  Bible 
was o rd ered  to be p u t  on the table, a n d  th e  m edium, with 
closed eyes and av erted  head, w as a c te d  on  b y an un­
seen pow er (a s  th e  q u akers w ere  said  to  bo m  olden 
tim e ), and , w ith ag ita ted  hand, w as m ad e to  tu rn  over 
th e  leaves. H is  finger th e n  stiffened, and he pointed to 
th e  open p ag e  and verse— ‘ H e a rd  a  voice saying this is 
m y beloved Son— I  am  come that y e  m ight have life,' and 
so on to  a n u m b er o f  p assages. I n  ev ery  instance the 
finger rested  on  a  v erse  th a t  contained th e  p r in c ip le  that 
C h rist was the Son o f  O od."  . . “ I  am  interested,
as I  suppose te n  th ousan d o th ers  a re , in  th e  investigation  
o f  Spiritualism  sim ply as  a n  h o n e st en q u iry  a f te r  truth,' 
and only desirou s o f keeping th e  windows o f  m y mind 
open in all d irection s. I t  is  a  su b ject th a t  can  only fail 
to  be p rofo und ly  in terestin g  to the fo o l ,  the infidel, o r  the 
sco ffer."  T h is la s t sen tim en t is so e x a c tly  to  m y mind 
th a t  I  am  desirou s o f  n o t  lessen in g  i ts  effect by adding 
m ore. I n  conclusion le t  m e re fe r  all w ho re g a rd  spirit­
u alistic  ph enom ena ns “  h u m b u g”  to  th is  pamphlet. 
T hey will find th a t  th e  D ean  o f  M elb o u rn e  ju d g es those 
phenom ena to  be m iracles o f  a  c h a r a c te r  d istin ctly  spoken 
o f  as  such in th e  S crip tu res.

I  am , S ir,
Y o u r  o b ed ien t S ervan t, W .

A  W O R D  O F  C A U T IO N  A N D  A D V IC E .

TO THE F.DITOE OF THE HABBINGEB OF LIGHT.

S i b ,— T h e  deBire o f  a ll S p iritu alists  sh ou ld  be to  see 
th e ir  g loriou s m ovem ent g ro w  u p  as  th e  m o st liberal, 
to le ra n t, hum ane, and p ro g ressiv e  m ovem en t in the 
w orld. I t  has w ith in  i t  a ll  th e  e lem en ts  to  m ake i t  this, 
i f  cau tion  a n d  ju d g m en t a re  exercised  in  th e ir  develop­
m e n t ; b u t, lik e  a ll o th e r  n ew  m ovem en ts, i t  has in it  
and ab o u t i t  certain  elem ents o f  w eak n ess and danger. 
I  believe, fo r  reaso n s w hich I  n eed  n o t  s ta te , th a t-a  
w ord o f  cau tio n  and advice w ill b e  seasonab le ju s t  now. 
T h ere  a re  th re e  sources o f  d an g er th a t  I  w ish  m ore par­
ticu larly  to  p o in t o u t in  th is  le t te r . I n  th e  firs t place 
th e re  is  a  d an g er o f  rely in g  too im plicitly  on the Spirit 
teachings we receive. W e  should n ev er fo rg e t th a t  our 
S p irit frien ds a r e  still fallible b ein gs, a n d  th erefo re  may 
e r r  in  th e ir  com m u nications. O u r  ow n  ju d g m en t must 
b e  used in o u r  con tin u ed  in vestig ation s. All th e  leading 
w riters on  Spiritu alism  u rg e  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  testing  
everyth in g  tn a t  p u rp o rts  to  be a  S p irit com m unication  
b y  a n  en ligh ten ed  r e a s o n ; an d  e x p erien ce  h as fully 
p rov ed  th e  wisdom  o f  th e ir  ad v ice . I f  w e blindly sur­
re n d e r ou r reaso n , an d  a c ce p t e v ery th in g  th a t  comes 
w ith o u t question, w e op en th e  d o o r fo r  th e  w ildest va­
g a rie s , and th e  m o st p ern iciou s fan aticism . A n y  Spirit
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th at demands im plicit re lian ce  o n  all its  teach in gs, and 
to  th at e x te n t th e  ab n egation  o f o u r  selfhood, m ay well 
be suspected. T h e  b est and m o st advan ced  Sp irits wish 
to raise us by elev atin g  a n d  ex ten d in g  th e  dom inion o f  
reason, thus enab lin g u s  to  sep ara te  tr u th  from  error, 
good from e v i l ; a n d  n o t  be en larg in g  o u r  cred u lity , and  
m ultiplying th e  su p erstition s to  w hich i t  gives birth .

A  second sou rce  o f  d an g er is in  rely in g  too confidently  
an our “ im pressions . "  O u r  feelin gs and im pressions, as 
well as th e  co m m u n ica tiin s  w e receive, m u st be w eighed  
in the balance o f  reaso n  and com m on sense, o r  w e shall 
be in danger o f  being led  a s tra y  a t  tim es. T h ose who 
are desirous o f  being g u id ed  in th e ir  g en eral co n d u ct by  
their “ im pressions,”  should be very  su re th a t  th e y  are  
en rapport w ith p u re  and w ise S p irits , and th a t those  
Spirits a re  alw ays wi th t h e m ; o th erw ise th ey  a r e  running  
great risk o f  self-d estru ction . U n less m u ch  care  is 
exercised, w e m ay a ttr ib u te  im pressions to  Sp irits which  
really have th e ir  orig in  w ithin ourselves, o r  in su rro u n d ­
ing circu m stan ces. T h a t a  tim e will com e w hen w e m ay  
pretty safely leave ou rselves to  th e  gu idan ce, b y teach in g  
and im pression, o f  o u r  S p irit frien ds, I  do n o t d o u b t; 
but th at tim e is som e d istan ce  off y e t . T h ere  a re  few  
indeed, if  an y , who a r e  a lread y  so fa r  progressed , an d  so 
thoroughly en  ra p p o rt  w ith th e  S p irit w orld, as  to  ju stify  
them  in passively acqu iescing in all th e  com m unications  
they receive and th e  im pressions th e y  feel. C ases have 
occurred in w hich th e  blind, unquestioning tru s t, h ere  
condemned, h as led  to  v e ry  unhappy conseq uences ; and  
i t  is the know ledge o f  th is  th a t  in du ces m e to  add ress a 
word o f  cau tio n  to  th o se  who m ay be in d an g er from  th e  
same cause.

A  th ird  so u rce  o f d an g er is  in cultivating one p h a se  o f  
Spiritualism  to the exclusion  o f  any other p h a se. Those  
who fall in to  th is  e r ro r  a re  a p t to  un dervalu e and 
speak disp aragingly  o f  every  form  o f Spiritu alism  b u t the  
one they like b e s t ; n ay , th e y  occasion ally  go so fa r  as  to  
regard th eir’s  as  th e  only form  o f  gen u in e Spiritualism .

B u t it is  well to  rem em b er th a t  Spiritualism  is m any  
sided. I t s  p h en o m en a a r e  very  diversified ; and i t  is 
well th a t i t  is  so, fo r  i t  th u s  m e e ts  th e  varied  w ants o f  
mankind. - W e  m ay have a  decided p referen ce for a  c e r ­
tain phase o f  m edium ship; o r  one class o f  m anifestations, 
but we have no right to assume that the phase wc prefer is the 
best, or the only one worthy of cultivation. The kinds of medium- 
ship, and the various phenomena that we think objectionable or 
do not care about, may be the best adapted to convinco and help 
many others. One aspect of Spiritualism must never be made a 
criterion by which to judge the system as a whole ; nor must our 
limited individual experiences in the movement be made the mea- 
sure of what is true and good in ponnection with it. *In view of 
the adversity in the mental characteristics, education, religious 
opinions, and prejudices of men, we see the necessity of develop­
ing every possible phase of SpirituMism, in order to meet the 
manifold wants of mankind as theyrare found. - Spirit teachings 
may satisfy some inquirers while physical manifestations are the 
best suited for others. L et both be cultivated and encouraged, 
and the abuse of each be carefully guarded against.

My only object in pointing out those sources of danger is to save 
spiritualism from more ridicule and opposition than it is already 
exposed to. I t  would be a sad day for spiritualism if, reason 
were surrendered a t  the shrine of ‘‘impression,” and all “ commu­
nications" were treated practically, as though they boro the 
stamp of infallibility, Our spirit friends mean to teach us pure 
truth and guide us aright, but their efforts on our behalf are 
limited by “ conditions" which they cannot alwayB control. 
Hence the necessity of keeping onr eyes open, and our judgments 
unfettered by pet or special theories ; and of subjecting every 
professedly spiritual communication and impression to the test of 
rigorous reason, of accepting it with blind implicit faith. The
ultimate triumph of rationalistic and progressive spiritualism is 
certain ; but its advancement will be retarded if its disciples fall 
into any of the dangers indicated. With the sole hope of pro- 
venting this, these words of friendly oaution are addressed to my 
brother spiritualists.

T o u t s  f r a t e r n a l l y ,

J .  T Y K B M A K .

S P I R I T . P H O T O G R A P H Y .

T h e  “ London Ph otographic N ew s," o f  J u n e  2 8 th , 
contains an in terestin g  acco u n t o f  a series o f  exp erim en ts  
in spirit-ph otograp hy, conducted by M r. Jo h n  B e a ttie  
and M r. J o s ty , tw o experienced p h otographers, a t  th e  
Studio o f  th e  la tte r, who was a  th orough scep tic . I t  
will be seen th a t som e m ost s tartlin g  re su lts  w ere  ob ­
tained. T he E d ito r  a fte r  exp ressin g his opinion th a t all 
th e  professed spirit-photographs he had previously seen, 
(b oth  En glish  and A m erican ) w ere m anifest ch eats , thus  
speaks o f  M r. B e a ttie  and his experim ents: —

“ Mr. Beattie is, as many of our readers know, an old and 
thoroughly experienced photographic portraitist, and a gentleman 
whose sincerity and honesty, as well as ability, no one would 
dream of doubting. Interested in the subject of Spiritualism, and 
disgusted with the transparent trickery of the ' spirit-photographs’ 
brought under his attention, he resolved to investigate the subject 
experimentally. The result will be found in his narrative. It 
will be noted that in this case the inquiry is undertaken by honest 
inquirers, familiar with photographic operations and possibilities, 
for their own satisfaction, every possible source of error or decep­
tion being carefully eliminated. The issue was of a  totally un­
looked-for character, and the images totally unlike the conven­
tional apparitinnso carefully imitated in the sham ghost pictures. 
As to the source or origin of the images wc can offer no suggestion 
or theory."

The Editor gives a  description of the pictures, and concludes:—
“ Our duty, which, as we said at the outset, is simply to describe 

the results before us, is done. We have neither theory nor s|iecu- 
lation to offer in explanation. The mere narration, in a  candid 
spirit, of the facts before us will probably subject us to derision 
from some. There is a singular disparity between the abstract 
creed and the actual practical belief of the mass of mankind. The 
belief in a spiritual world is, happily, a widely-spread and general 
faith, held eagerly and tenaciously, whilst the mention of any 
tangible evidence on the subject is usually rejected with scorn. 
The notion that the spirits of the dead can present themselves to 
the living is not only embodied in the Christian faith, but is 
thoroughly interwoven into our habits of thought and our litera­
ture. At the same time, belief in any special proof of this belief 
is held to be weakness and superstition, l’ractloally, the Sadduccc 
is in the ascendant in our day. And whilst we have described 
with accuracy and honesty the startling results to which Mr. 
Beattie has called our attention, we are fully conscious of an 
under-current of doubt in our own mind, for which we feel, a t the 
same time, without justification. To many of our renders our 
narrative must be simply a  strange story without practical bear­
ing. Whether further explanation will be forthcoming, and 
whether further development of the singular experiences may be 
in store we cannot say. The story, as it stands, is all We can now 
put on record."
T he follow ingis th e  a cco u n to f  th eexp erim en ts referred  to .

I have for long years been a careful observer of the singular 
phenomena which, until lately, have been looked upon by the 
scientific world ns unworthy of investigation ; but now they have 
been forced into the foreground, and claim to be fairly sifted and 
tested as to their truth.

Some time ago Mr. Crookes proved that under certain condi­
tions a mechanical force was produced, which he called “ now," 
and to which he gave a distinctive name.

Now. if the conception of the “ unity of force "  be true, having 
got one force we have got all force, if it be true that momemtum 
suddenly killed bursts forth into heat, light, and chemical action, 
and inversely so. Then, in the force demonstrated by Mr. Crookes 
to exist under the conditions spoken of, we have the root both of 
electrical and chemical force.

But I am not one of those who believe that all changes take ’ 
place by a power, and not for a piirpsie. I am, therefore, com­
pelled to associate with my idea of force the element of intelligence 
—force, as such, having no existence apart from intelligent con­
dition. The experiments I have now to describe may or may not 
be new, but the results (I  don’t  say “ if true I  kntm them to be 
so) prove much, namely, that, under given conditions, there is in 
existence an invisible agency capable of setting up powerful 
chemical action ; but that is not all—that Bame energy is governed 
by an intelligence other than that visibly present, the forms pro­
duced being inconceivable by those visibly- present.

With n o more introduction, I  will describe carefully my experi­
ments.

I had a friend from London who came and let me sec what he 
called "spirit-photographs" I  a t once said that they were not . 
so and told how they were made ; seeing, however, that many be­
lieved in the possibility of such things, I said that I  would try 
some experiments, as I knew of a good “ medium "—Mr. Butland. 
After some advice, this gentleman agreed to try and spare the 
time. I  next nrranged with Mr. Josty to allow me to try the ex-

K-intents in his house after six o'clock p.m., and 1 got Dr.
ompson and Mr. Tomy to assist me. I  did all the work except 

uncapping the lens—that Mr. Josty did.
The camera used was one for taking three on one plate—a Boss's 

lens stopped down to about three-quarters of an inoh.' The light 
was subdued so as to lengthen the exposures to about four 
minutes.

We sat seventeen times with no result. On the eighteenth time 
a remarkable form came out quickly on the plate on the applica­
tion of the developer—a most imperfect resemblance to a  human
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f o r m .  T h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s i f t  a n d  s e e  i f  i t  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  c l a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  n u m e r o u s  i l l s  p h o t o g r a p h y  i s  h e i r  t o . b u t  n o , 
w e  c o t i l d  f in d  n o  c a t e g o r y  i n  w h i c h  t o  p l a c e  i t .  U p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  
M r .  J o s t y  v y a s  l a u g h i n g  a t  t h e  m e r e  i d e a  o f  t r y i n g  s u c h  e x p e r i ­
m e n t s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  a  r e s u l t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e .

O u r  n e x t  e x p e r i m e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  o n e  w e e k  a f t e r — m y s e l f ,  M r .  
T o m y ,  a n d  M r .  B u t l a n d  b e i n g  p r e s e n t ,  D r .  T h o m p s o n  b e i n g  t h e n  
i n  L o n d o n .  T h e  f i r s t  p l a t e  s h o w e d  n o  r e s u l t ;  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a t e  
w h b  « t r a n c e  m a u ifc H ta t io iiM — o n  e a c h  e x p o s u r e  a n  i l l u m i n a t e d  
b u s t ,  w i t h  h a n d s  c r o s s e d ,  a n d  w i t h  l u m i n o u s  o b j e c t s  a b o v e ,  c a m e  
o u t .  T h e n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e n  e x p o s u r e s  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w e r e  
e x t r e m e l y  s t r a n g e ,  a s  i f  a  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  w e r e  g o i n g  o n  t o ­
w a r d s  a  p e r f e c t  h u m a n  f i g u r e  ;  a  s t a r  i n  o n e  b e c o m e s  i n  t h e  n e x t  
a l m o s t  a  h e a d ,  a n d  a l l  s e e m i n g l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  l u m i n o s i t y .

I n  t h e  n e x t  s e t  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  w e  g o t  a  s c r i e s  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r ­
e n t .  F i r s t ,  a  s i m p l e  c o n e  o n e  i n c h  l o n g ,  a n d  h a l f  a n  i n c h  a b o v e  
i t  a  s h o r t  c o n e . *  I n  t h e  n e x t  t h e s e  t w o  o b j e c t s  r a d i a t e  l i g h t .  I n  
t h e  t h i r d  t h e y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  s h a p e  i n t o  o n e  l i k e  a  F l o r e n c e  
f l a s k ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  l i k e  a  s t a r .  I n  t h e  f o u r t h  t h e  s a m e ,  o n l y ,  o n  
l o o k i n g  c a r e f u l l y ,  a  d u p l i c a t e  o f  t h e  s t a r  i s  s e e n .  I n  t h e  f i f t h  t h e  
e f f e c t  i s  e x a c t l y  a s  i f  a  p i e c e  o f  i g n i t e d  m a g n e s i u m  w i r e  h a d  b e e n  
d r o p p e d  i n t o  t h e m .  T h e  s t a r  i s  n o w  l i k e  a  l u m i n o u s  b i r d ,  a n d  a  
f lo o d  o f  l i g h t  f l o w i n g  l n t e r l y  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  n e x t  e x p e r i ­
m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  o n  a  v e r y  w e t  d n y  : t w e l v e  e x p o s u r e s ,  b u t  n o  r e ­

s u l t .
I n  e v e r y  c a s e  t h e s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  s p r i n g  o u t  i n s t a n t l y  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  

t o u c h e s  t h e  p l a t e ,  an d  in fu ll prin tin g fo r c e . W e  h a v e  t o  w a i t  
f o r  a l l  o t h e r  i m p r e s s i o n s  o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a t e  c o m i n g  o u t .  O b s c t v e ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  i m p r e s s io n  m u s t  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  

e n e r g y .
I  e n c l o s e  y o u  a  s e t  o f  p r i n t s ,  a n d  I  w i s h  y o u  t o  l a y  t h e m  o u t  i n  

a  s e r i e s  b e f o r e  y o u  b e g i n  t o  t h i n k  u p o n  t h e m .  T h i s  c o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  t o o  l o n g ,  b u t  I  m u s t  j u s t  s a y  a  w o r d  o r  t w o  o n  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s .  O n  t h e  s e c o n d  e v e n i n g ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  e x p o s u r e ,  M r .  J o s t y  w a s  s i t t i n g  w i t h  t h e  c a p  o f  
t h e  l e n s  i n  h i s  h a n d .  O u r  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  a t t r a c t e d  b y  i t s  f a l l i n g  
f r o m  h i s  h a n d .  W e  l o o k e d ,  a n i l  h e  w a s  l y i n g  i n  a  p r o f o u n d  f i t  o r  
t r a n c e .  W h e n  h e  r e c o v e r e d  h e  w a s  f e a r f u l l y  e x c i t e d ,  a n d  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  c a l m  u n t i l  h e  w e n t  a n d  s a w  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w a s  w e l l ,  f o r  h e  
B a id  s h e  w a s  s t a n d i n g  b y  u s  i n  w h i t e  ; t h a t  w a s  t h e  I n s t  t h i n g  l i e  
r e m e m b e r e d .  P r e v i o u s l y  h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  p o s s i b l e : a f t e r ­
w a r d s  h e  w o u ld  n o t  t o u c h  n o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a n y t h i n g .

W e  a r c  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e s e  e x p e r i m e n t s .  T h e y  w e r e  b e g u n  t o  
s a t i s f y  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  y o n  h a v e  t h e  r e s u l t .  S p i r i t - p h o t o g r a p h y  i s  
t o  m e ,  i f  n o t h i n g  m o r e  o c c u r ,  a  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
u n s e e n  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e i n g s  a  f a c t .  J o h n  B e a t t i e .

S P I R I T U A L  M A N I F E S T A T IO N S  A T  
C A S T L E M A IN E .

I n our last issue, we briefly noticed  som e extrao rd in ary  
physical m anifestations, said to  have o ccu rred  a t  C astle- 
m aine. W e  now copy from  th e  M . A . M a il , o f  A u gu st 
2 7 th  and 28 th , th e  le tte rs  o f th e  th re e  gentlem en who 
witnessed them , from which i t  will be seen th a t th ere  
can be no reasonable doubt o f th e  bona JU le  n a tu re  o f  th e  
m anifestations which are  to tally  inexplicable on  any  
o th er theory than th e  Spiritual one.

A S E A N C E

S ib ,— O n  Sunday evening, th e  4th  A u gu st, I , in com -

K w ith M r. E .,  and M r. and M rs. H ., w en t to  th e  
a o f  M r. P . ,  for th e  purpose o f  w itnessing som e m a­

nifestations reported  bb extraord in ary  and unaccountable. 
N o t being gifted w ith th a t im aginative organism  th a t  
can  realise  au v  o f th e  m odern sp iritu alistic th eories, I  
always looked on  such rep o rts  and m anifestations as  
rubbish and nonsense. The evening w as very dark and 
w et, and ab o u t eight o’clock  we reach ed  in a  body th e  
house o f  M r. P ., w here w e w ere ushered in to  a  room , 
w here th ere  was no fire in th e  fireplace. T he room  was 
carp eted , th e  walls w ere plastered  and papered, th e  ce il­
ing was plastered , and th ere  was a  F re n c h  window lead­
in g  on to  th e  verandah. This window w as nailed tigh t, 
and th e  door w as bolted by m e. T h e  fu rn itu re  in th e  
room  consisted o f  six  chairs, a  roun d tab le  (u n covered ), 
and a  sofa, an d  th in  m uslin cu rta in s  adorned th e  window. 
W e took o u r  seats  roun d th e  tab le , and having provided  
ourselves w ith lu cifer m atches, th e  candles w ere blown 
o u t ;  and, a f te r  q u a rte r  o f  a n  h o u r o r tw en ty m inutes, 
th e  tab le  resounded with a  heavy h ard  blow. W e  lit  
th e  cand le and saw h alf a  brick , w ith som e wood ashes 
on it, and som e sca tte re d  on th e  tab le. O n to u ch in g  th e  
bnck i t  w as foqn d to  b e  w arm , and one side o f i t  so h o t 
a s  to  b e  unbearable on th e  palm  o f  th e  hand. A  sh o rt  
tune after the lig h t w as ag ain  p u t o u t, M rs. P .  m ade an  
exclamation th a t  there w as som ething com ing, and w e  
heard a  gentle knock o n  th e  tab le, and on  ligh tin g we 
found on th e  table a flow er-pot, full o f earth , xrith  a  
lay«r o f ten leaves on th e  tdp, and seed s sprouting in to

*  a B o d e t  t o  t lw  >1m  o f  t h e  n a t i v e .

leaves, th e  whole dripping w et. I n  conseou ence o f Mrs.
P .’s  exclam ation , I  g o t  u p  and exam in ed  th e  window 
and found it  fasten ed  a n d  nailed , and im possible to  op ®  
w ithout being unnailed. A f te r  som e conversation 
wherein M r. P . w as re la tin g  to  m e som e manifestations 
supposed to  have arisen  fro m  th e  influence o f  his sister, 
in-law , th e  ligh t w as again  p u t  o u t, an d  no sooner out 
th an  a  photograph album  w as flung o n  th e  table, and on 
th e  lig h t being s tru ck  th e  book Was found opening , and 
M r. P . p u ttin g  his fin g er on  th e  op en p o rtra it; said, 
“ T h a t is th e  lady I  w as te llin g  y o u  ab o u t.”  A lter this 
a  larg e  fir con e w as flung on  th e  ta b le  u n d er similar cir­
cu m stan ces, and a f te r  a  fu rth e r  tr ia l  w ith o u t results we 
g av e i t  up.

In  giving th is  re c ita l , I  m erely  s ta te  fa cts  as they oc­
cu rred , w ithout hazarding an y  co n je ctu re  as  to  th e  cause, 
T he th in g w as to ta lly  unin telligib le t o  an y  o f  us. W e  
en tered  th e  house scoffing, a n d  full o f  suspicion, and 
cam e aw ay satisfied th a t  w h at w as done was no wilful 
trick  o r legerdem ain on th e  p a r t  o f  o u r  hosts.

B . C.
------------o — ------

M B .  C .  P .  I I . ’ s  T E S T I M O N Y .

O n th e  Sunday previous to  th e  firs t n arra ted  of the 
seances, I  visited th e  house o f  M r . P . fo r  th e  purpose of 
seeing som e o f  th e  m anifestations o f  a  n o t understood 
force. M y m ind w as filled w ith th e  idea o f  trap-doors 
and slip p an els as a  solution to  th e  m ystery , but, to 
borrow  th e  w ords o f  M r . E . ,  “  I  n ev er h ad such a take 
down as on  e n terin g  th e  m od estly  furnished apartm ent.” 
T h e  room  is com posed o f  w eath erb oard , brick , and plaster 
lined. T he ceiling is w ith ou t orn am en tation , and per­
fectly  free from  even  a  suspicion  o f  any ap ertu re . On 
th e  w alls w ere hu ng tw o p ictu res, a n d  on th e  mantel­
p iece tw o C hina vases con tain in g  feath ers. T he furni­
tu re  fully furnished th e  sm all roo m , alth ou gh  i t  only 
con sisted  o f o n e  u n covered  tab le  w ith o u t any drawer, 
five ch airs, which w e o ccu p ied , a n d  one sm all horsehair 
stuffed sofa. I  and M rs. I I . ,  and also  th e  one Chinese 
I  to ok  w ith m e, a t  m y d irectio n  exam in ed  th e  room 
m inutely ; indeed, so m uch so th a t  I  apologised to  Mr. 
a n d  M rs. P . for such an ap p earan ce  o f  d o u b t as to 
trick e ry . W ith  a  lan tern  I  qu ite  as  m in u tely  examined 
th e  walls ou tside, and th e  board s, u n less a t  th e  usual 
places, w ere as  devoid o f  jo in ts  as  w as Jo sep h ’s coat 
T h e  windows w e re  form ed o f  tw o sm all glass doors. 
na iled  tig h tly  to g e th e r  w ith f o u r  na ils  a t  fo u r different 
p laces. I  fastened th e  d o o r se cu re ly , b u t, resolving that 
noth in g should co m e th a t  w ay , I  d irec ted  th e  Chinese to 

u t his ch air w ithin tw o o r  th r e e  in ch es o f  th e  door, and 
e  did so, I  m eantim e d raw in g th e  ta b le  tow ards i t  

M rs. P . proposed to  s e a t h e rse lf  facin g  th e  window. I  
said “ N o ,” and asked h er to  ta k e  th e  o th e r  side o f the 
tab le , which she did, betw een th e  C h in ese and M rs. H-, 
I  having M . P .  on  m y rig h t. A f te r  p lacin g  ou r hands 
on  th e  tab le  knocks and scra tch in g s  w e re  h eard , and I 
th en  blew o u t th e  can d le , b u t  k e p t m atch es n ear me. 
I n  a  few m inu tes I  received  a  blow  on th e  ch est, and it 
certain ly  cam e from  above. I  s tr u c k  a  lig h t a n d  saw m  
m y lap  a  lo n g  handled b ro ad  bu shy bru sh . T he light 
w as again  extin gu ish ed , a n d  M rs . H . sh o rtly  afterward 
gave a  c ry  o f  fear, sayin g, “ th e re  is  som ething hovering 
over and tou ch in g  m y h ead .”  I  h ad  a  m atch  in my 
han d, and li t  i t  b efore th e  a r tic le  h ad  ceased  to  move. 
W e  saw  th e  h a t  o f  M rs . H . c o m e  dow n slanting, and fall 
by h e r  side on  th e  floor. A gain  p u ttin g  o u t th e  lig“t> 
in  ab o u t te n  m in u tes w e h eard  a  m igh t ta p  on  th e  table. 
I  s tru ck  a  lig h t, and clo se  to  th e  p la ce  w h ere  th e  pom® 
o f  m y fingers h ad  been w as a  la rg e  vessel on e-th ird  ft“ 1
o f liquid. T h e  liquid w as p e rfe c tly  m otionless. I t  w*8
th en  proposed t o  show u s  th e  effect o f  th e  foreb wn » 
sm all tab le. I  ui fa s t e n e d  th e  d o or, a n d  M rs. P .  carn ea  
th e  ta b le  in  from  a n  adjoin ing room , I  w atch in g  her th® 
w hole tim e. T h e  d o or w as ag ain  fasten ed , and the 
C hinese stood w ith h is  b a ck  a g a in s t i t .  M r . P- bem 
th e  l i t  cand le in  a  bedroom  can d lestick  w ith  both handii 
and M rs. P . ,  M rs . H . ,  and ih yself p u t  o u r  hands on the 
tab le . I t s  vibration s and a g ita tio n s  I  c a n  on ly  compare 
to  th e  c o n d u c t o f  a  ra ce h o rse  im p a tie n t o f  control *  
th e  s ta rt. I  w as app reh ensive M rs . H . w ould  be terri­
fied, and rem oved m y h an d s, as  I  th o u g h t t o  dec re*»® 
th e  force . I  w as looking in  th e  face  o f  M rs . H .,  endea-
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voring to  see if  she w as a g ita te d  m  h e r  m ind, and a t  
that m om ent M rs. H , h ad  h e r  h an d on  th e  tab le a t  one  
end and M rs. P- had h ers  on  th e  o th e r end o f th e  table  
which was so sm all th a t  in slig h tly  lean ing forw ard  th eir  
heads alm ost to u ch ed . M is . H . a n d  M rs. P . sim ulta- 
ncously u ttered  a  c r y  o f  a larm  and I  saw  a  black bottle  
lying on th e  m iddle o f  th e  ta b le  on its  side. I t  w as no 
sooner in th a t position th an  it , w ithout being touched  
by any one o f us, assum ed an  u p rig h t cond ition. I  asked
for an explanation o f th e  alarm . M rs . H . said , “ I  saw 
something black com ing sw iftly by th e  shoulder o f  M rs. 
p (behind whom th e  C h in ese w as stan d in g .) M rs. P . 
said, “ I  th ou g h t i t  w as a  snake craw lin g roun d my 
neck,” D u rin g  th e  whole tim e o f  th is o ccu rren ce  I  was 
close’ to th e  tab le , w hich w as kn ock in g against- m e, but 
my hands w as n o t on it . I  fe lt a  little  excited  an d  re ­
quested th a t th e  sean ce  close. W e  adjournod to  th e  o th er  
room, and th e  b o ttle  w as opened a n d  found to  contain  
wine. M rs. H . to ok  a  sea t in an  A m erican  ca n e  easy  
chair, b u t th e  ch air and h e rse lf  w ere  prop elled  to  and 
fro so violently th a t  I  chan ged places with h e r, and 
while sitting on th e  sofa  sh e  w as sim ilarly m oved. W e  
left astonished a t  o u r  first exp erien ces, and convinced of  
t i c  im possibility o f  tr ick e ry . O n  reach in g  hom e M rs.
M. was unable to  s it for a  lo n g  tim e as  she found she 
was still m oved in  th e  sam e w ay, and on to u ch in g  the  
supper tab le w ith han ds th e  effect w as m u ch  like th at  
of a strong e le c tric  c u r re n t suddenly applied to  a n  indi­
vidual, and had n o t a  b y stan d er qu ickly  laid hold o f  th e  
lamp it  would have b een  toppled  over. In  ab o u t th ree  
hours this phenom enon passed aw ay from  M rs. H .

M E .  J .  8 .  E . ’ S  T E S T I M O N Y .

On th e  evening o f  T u esd ay , 6 th  A u g u st, accom panied  
by M r. G . W .  C. and M r. and M rs. H .,  I  visited th e  
house o f  M r. P .  a t  his in vitation , to  obtain if  possible 
further evidence o f  th e  novel m anifestations o f  force  
which had so g re a tly  su rp rised  m y se lf  a n d  frien ds on the  
Tuesday evening previous. W e  reach ed th e  house a t 
7.30 p.m . T h e  n ig h t w as dark, b u t fine. W ith in  five 
minutes we w e re  in tro d u ced  to  th e  room  we occupied on 
Sunday evening, M r. C . e n te rin g  first, followed b v M rs. 
P., M r. H ., and m yself. W e  satisfied ourselves th a t  the  
apartm ent, in size a b o u t 12 f t  sq u are  b y 10 f t  high, con­
tained n othing beyond its  ord in ary  f u r n itu r e ; th e re  
were six ch airs, an u n covered  tab le , a  sofa, and a  sewing  
machine stand in g up on  th e  carp eted  floor. U p on  the  
mantelpiece, w e saw  som e chim ney o rn am en ts, upon the  
walls tw o o r  th re e  p ictu res, and th e  window s w ere cu r­
tained. A s  soon a s  th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  p a rty  had 
entered, I  lock ed  th e  d o or, and to  give additional for­
mality to  th e  fasten in g  a  seal w as p u t upon it  b y M r.
H . and M r. P .  T h e  window w as exam ined, so w ere the  
walls and floor, and all proved in ta c t. W o  th en , six in 
number, seated  ou rselves a t  th e  tab le . M rs . P .  had  her 
back to  th e  w indow, M r. C . sa t a t  h e r  le f t hand, I  a t  
her right, upon m y r ig h t M r. P . sat, and M r. -and M rs. 
H , com pleted th e  c irc le . M r. H . and I  prorid ed ou r­
selves w ith m atch es , in  o rd e r  to  lig h t th e  room  a t  a n  in­
stant’s n o tice , an d  th e  can d le  w as blow n o u t. W e  sa t  
silently for a  m in u te  o r  tw o, w hen th e  ta b le  g av e unm is- 
takeable sign s o f  a g ita tio n . L o u d  tap s w ere heard  
accompanied by in te rm itte n t noises, as  a  scratching  
under th e  ta b le  in  d ifferen t p laces, every  now and then  
relieved b y  trem o rs  o f  varyin g  in ten sity . M rs. P . ’s righ t  
hand w as all th e  tim e  on  th e  tab le  and to u ch in g  m y left. 
A fter te n  m in u tes h ad  elap sed , d u rin g  w hich th ere  was 
no invocation o f  sp irits, n o r  w as th e  observance o f any  
particular a tt itu d e  o f  m ind im posed up on us, o r  even

a isted d u rin g  th e  even ing , M rs . P .  u tte re d  w h at re ­
led a  h alf-su p p iossed  sigh , and th e  sam e in stan t 

th ere fell upon th e  m idd le o f  th e  ta b le  a  heavy piece of  
ironwork. T h e  n o ise  did n o t  su g g est th e  fall from  any  
considerable h e i g h t ; i t  seem ed r a th e r  to  b e  th e  re su lt of  
tod article  b ein g  p laced  o n  th e  tab le  b y a  s tro n g  hand. 
W e observed afterw ard s  th a t  th e  tab le  w as n o t m uch  
“ dented. W ith in  tw o second s o f  th e  re p o r t  a  lig h t was. 
•track and w e fou n d  b efore  us a  la rg e  barrow -w heel, 
weighing, as M r . P .  subsequently inform ed us, sixteen  

a  h alf poun ds. W e  w ere  to ld  th a t  th e  wheel had 
“een la s t seen ly in g  in  th e  y a rd  a t  a  d istan ce n o t less 
than 6 0 f t  from  in here w e I t  is  noticeable th a t in ­

dications o f  exh au stion  w ere now ap p aren t in .M rs. P . 
A fte r  a few m inutes conversation, in th e  course o f  which 
i t  was m entioned th a t th is wheel had found its  w ay into  
th e  room  by th e  same agency on a  form er occasion  along  
w ith a  fam ily bible, a  ten-gallon cask, and som e o th er  
th  ings, we looked to  th e  fastenings on th e  d o or and 
w indow , and once m ore inspected th e  walls, but finding 
no clu e to  th e  m ystery  we extinguished th e  solitary  
cancUe for th e  second tim e and found ourselves w onder­
ing in th e  dark. T he rapping continu ed as  before, but 
was varied th is tim e by th e  cand le-stick  sliding on ce  or  
tw ice  across th e  tab le, and by M rs. P . being violently  
dragged to  th e  floor. A b o u t fifteen m in u tes had passed  
th u s when a  sudden exclam ation  from  th a t  lady caused
M . H . and m yself sim ultaneously to  strike ou r m atches. 
W e  w ere quick enough to  see before i t  actu ally  touchod  
th e  tab le a hind q u arter o f  bacon, which appeared to  
have been projected  diagonally from  th e  up per p a r t o f  
th e  fro n t wall ov er M rs. P . ’s head. H e r  hands had n o t 
been rem oved trom  th e  tab le. I t  w as again  ascertained  
th a t  th e  seal and lock upon th o  door, and th e  fastening  
upon th e  window w as untouched, and th a t  th e  walls, 
absurd as  i t  m ay seem , w ere to  all app earan ce in tact  
also. Sym ptom s o f  exhau stion  w ere now m ore strongly  
ap p aren t in  M rs. P ., and i t  w as n oticed , upon pu tting  
o u t th e  light for th e  th ird  tim e, th a t th e  prelim inary  
convulsions o f  th e  tab le w ere w eaker th an  before. W e  
sa t fo r  perhaps tw enty m inutes w ithout any substantial 
m anifestations, M rs. P . only rem arkin g, in reply to  her  
husband, th a t  “ th ey  seem  to  be playing with m y ear­
r in g s '"  N o n otice was tak en  o f  th is observation a t  th e  
tim e, b u t upon ligh tin g up a  few m inutes afterw ards, 
when an  adjournm ent had been decided upon, M r. H . 
observed th at M rs. P . had n o ear-rings on. Search  was 
m ade for th em  w ithout success. W e  then unfastened  
th e  door and w ithdrew  to  th e  back parlour. D uring  
th is adjournm ent w e w ere shown in to  th e  kitchen from  
w here! th e  bacon w as tak en , and in to  th e  y a rd  w here the  
w heelbarrow  w as said to  have com e from . A t ab o u t ten  

.m . wo resum ed th e  ob ject o f ou r erran d. M rs. P . w ent 
r s t  in to  th e  room , b u t did n o t tak e  h e r  sea t till all w ere  

assem bled. T he room  was again exam ined and th e  door 
locked. M rs. S . haying cheerfu lly  acceded to  a  proposal, 
th a t  she would ch an ge th e  position o f  h er seat, th e  light 
was blow n ou t. This tim e all han ds w ere touching each  
oth er. Beyond occasional tap s and flutterings o f  the  
tab le , th e  can d lestick  being once o r  tw ice pushed about, 
th e re  w as no ap p aren t resu lt for fifteen m inutes, when 
th e  m issing ear-rin gs w ere th row n on th e  table. W e  
sa t for a sh o rt tim e afterw ard s, and upon re-lighting, 
p rep ara to ry  to  o u r  leaving for hom e, our atten tion  was 
called  to  th e  fa c t th a t  by Borne m eans-a vessell contain­
in g  a sm all q u an tity  o f  liquid had found its  way under 
th e  tab le  from  th e  adjoining bedroom ;' I  have now  
n arrated  as  fully as I  can  w h at had com e un der th e  
n o tice  o f  m y self and friends on th e  evening in question. 
T he cause o f  th ese extrao rd in ary  m anifestations I  a n  
alto g eth er unable to  com prehend, m uch less to  explain. 
B u t in com m on w ith every one who has witnessed them  
I  am  firm ly persuaded th a t if  freedom  from  deception o r  
im posture on th e  p a r t o f  M r. and M rs. P . can m ake  
th em  so, th ese  m anifestations a re  p erfectly  genuine.

W e  a re  in re ce ip t o f  “ A  C atechism  for th e  Y o u n g  ”  
com piled by M iss M a ry  Finlason o f  C astlem aine for the  
use o f  th e  L y ceu m  Sunday School recen tly  established  
th e re , and adapted for th e  use o f  U n iversaliste, Spirit­
ualists, and persons o f L ib eral th ought. I t  is an  e x c e l­
le n t little  book, containing elevating ideas in  a  form  
suitable to  th e  com prehension o f  th e  children, and m ight 
advantageously be in trodu ced in th e  home as  well as  in 
th e  school.

W e  a re  happy to  be ab le  to  ann ou nce th a t  th e  prelim i­
n ary  steps have been tak en  for th e  establishm ent o f  a  
Children's Progressive L y ceu m  in  th is city . I t  w ill in  
all probability be in au gu rated  in  a  few  weeks. T he  
officers a re  already appointed , and as  soon as  a  suitable  
room  is obtained, a n a  o th er arran gem en t« m ade, a  com ­
m encem en t will be m ade. Subscriptions in  aid o f  th e  
m ovem ent will be received  b y  th e  S e cre ta ry  a n  L ib rarian  
M r. G . A . Stow , a t  th e  office o f  th is  oaper.
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S E L F - H E A L I N G  E N E R G I E S  B E T T E R  T H A N  

M E D IC I N E .

E a r t h l y  language can n ot em body all wo have to  im p art 
u n d er th is  head, in reg ard  to  th e  p erfect adap tation  and 
com peten cy o f m an’s vital energies, to  self-rep air and  
harm onize th e  bodily organ s. ••

A s soul speaks to  soul in th e  blissfulness and b reath ­
ings o f  m agnetic a ttra c tio n , so th e  pow ers which live in 
all th e  cerebral cen ters  and visceral organ s m eet and 
m ingle togeth er, like angels in th e  gardons o f  ligh t, for 
purposes o f  g re a te s t good to  th e  physical and m ental 
proprietor.

Suffering ones o f  earth  ! have y e  n o t realized th e  m e­
dical wisdom th a t floats th rou gh  every vein o f  y o u r ph y­
sical s tru ctu re  ?  T h cro  is no pow er m ore self-just and  
self-restoring than th a t which breath es, and sobs, and  
gushes, in yo u r personal organization. A th eism  is n o t 
m ore d estitu te  o f  tho divine qualities o f  in tuitive wisdom  
th an  are  tho various system s o f m edicine o f  th a t r e ­
storin g principle which alone can sum m on th e  sp ir it of 
h ealth  from  its  re tre a ts  in th e  corporeal econom y. A s

{e  can n ot gath er figs from  th istles, so y e  can n o t obtain  
ealth  from  tho drugs and m edicines. M edicines can­

n o t im p art th e  principle o f  health, any m ore than can  a  
book convey tho lig h t o f  wisdom. B u t  th ere  a re  aids 
and helps in medicine ju s t  as  th ere  a re  hints and stream s  
o f suggc8tiveuo88 in books.

The erro r , how ever, is th e  so u rce  o f  relian ce. The  
sin-sick soul goes m eekly to  a p riest, o r prayer-m eetin g, 
w ith unbounded confidence in th e  efficacy o f  th o  rem e­
dies and cerem onies prescribed by th e  p riest. I n  like 
m anner th e  diseased m ortal seeks th e  d o ctor w ith u n ­
lim ited faith  in th o  pow er o f  popu lar n ostru m s and 
inorganic com pounds. A n d  y e t , as  th e  ¡ago o f  honesty  
and intelligence expands, w e find p atients nnd physicians  
m ore and m ore agreein g  th a t  m edicines, at best, b u t 
serve and subsorvo th e  in herent energies o f  th e  o rg an ism ; 
th a t health is possible only by m eans o f tho self-restoring  
rind conservative principles which .the good F a th e r  and 
M o th er transm itted  to  th e  organs, m uscles, S erv es , and  
blood, o f  th e  living te m p le ; and , th erefo re , th a t  all be­
lief, o r  pretension, th a t m edicines hold and convey the  
life-giving enorgies o f  health  and b eau ty  to  m an’s 
body, is n o t less th an  m ischievous su p erstition  o r  in ten ­
tion al im position.

D isease, in very sh ortest phrase, 'is  discord. The  
causes and effects o f  th is one “ discord  ’ a re  variou s and  
innum erable. T hey differ in different persons, because  
o f  tem peram ent and o ccu p atio n ; also, th ey  differ in  th e  
seasons, because o f  tem perature  potential e lectricities. 
Spring-discords o f  body are  different, in th o  sam e persons  
and places, from  those which prevail in a u tu m n ; so, 
also, for reasons above given, w inter-d isturban ces differ 
w idely from  those o f  th e  sum m er tim e.

O utw ard m anifestations o f invisible disturbances are  
indications of th e  causes o f discord, which prepond erate  
eith er in tom poram ent, occup ation , o r  tem p eratu re. 
Som ething is unbalanced in  th e  em p ire  o f  concealed  
forces— eith er an excess, a  deficiency, o r  a  misplacement 
o f  p arts— perhaps, as  occasionally happens, all these  
causes o f pain and suffering e x is t and op erate  in  com bi­
nation.

W h en  th e  body is th u s besieged w ith “ discord,”  how 
can  th e  soul feel harm onious. I t  can n ot, fo r  m ind m ust 
suffer w ith th e  organs b y w hich i t  exists. This fact, 
how ever, is  o f  th e  highest significance. I t  teach es th a t  
th e  m ind, o r  ra th e r  th e  fountain o f  forces o u t o f which  
th e  m ind r u e s  in to  en tity  from  an  elem ental s ta te , con­
tain s thp conquering and health-giving pow ers. F ro m  
th ese  energies, and n o t from  m edicines, th e  sick m ay  
ex p e ct relief. Sw eet and gratefu l breathings from  invi­
sible principles a r e  cognizable only b y m eans o f  th e  sen­
sitive energies o f  m ind. G ranite rocks do n o t h e a r th e  
w hisperings o f  infinite wisdom, although th e y  invariably  
movo in  harm ony and keep s tep  in progress w ith such  
w isdom ;  while hum an beings, w hen unfolded in th e ir  
affections fo r  th e  so ft and th rillin g m usic o f  tru th , n o t 
on ly  ob ey divine wisdom in th e  sim ple luxuriousness o f  
spon tan eous freed o m ; b u t, in addition to  such obedience  
th e y  receiv e  a n d  enjoy th a t  handsom e healthfulnes^

w hich n atu ra lly  re su lts  from  equilibrium  w ith th e  prin 
ciples o f su ch  wisdom . I t  is tr u e  th a t  medicines and 
m agnetism s can , and do, co n trib u te  (som etim es) to the 
r ig h t developm ent o f  th e  p a tie n t’s  in h eren t energies of 
health  ; and so, indeed, do a ll a rb itra ry  appliances affect 
eith er for good o r  fo r  evil, a ll  bodies and forces with 
which th e y  com e in  c o n t a c t ; b u t th is  su rely  cannot be 
in te rp re te d  and a p p ro p ria ted  a s  a  sufficient foundation 
fo r  th e  ab su rd  d o ctrin e  th a t  d ru g s, m edicines, and mag. 
netismB, con tain , p e r  sc, v irtu e s  w h ich  m ay displace or 
reg en erate  y o u r v ices  an d  co n seq u en t m isery.

N ay , nay— listen , 0  suffering soul o f  e a rth ! and 
th ine e a r  shall ca tch  th e  so ft an d  g ra te fu l m usic o f  Na­
tu re 's  tru th s . T he a u th o rity  a n d  divinity o f  th y  Eternal 
F a th e r  a re  im pressed up on e a c h  speaking principle. 
M otion , L ife , S en sation , In te llig en ce— do n o t theso prin- 
p ies ru le , o r  o u g h t th e y  n o t  to  go v ern , in  every part of

{ou r ph ysical body ?  D o th e y  n o t  lab or day and night, 
oth w hen y o u  w ake a u d  w h en  y o u  sleep, for tho full 

grow th , refin em en t, and h arm on iou s expansion of all or­
gan s and functions ?  I s  n o t  th e  u n speakab le goodness 
o f  o u r  E te rn a l F a t h e r  a n d  M o th e r displayed within tho 
tem p le o f  y o u r in dividu ality ? W h a t  prin ciple o f  wisdom 
w as it  th a t, b efore y o u  had a  p erso n al consciousness, 
b u ilt y o u r bones and jo in te d  th e m  so beau tifu lly? Do 
y o u  n o t suppose th a t  th e  sam e e n e rg y  is  w ith you this 
v e ry  m om en t ?  B eh o ld  w ith w h a t prom ptness your 
w indpipe exp els a  g ra in  o f  san d  o r  a  b i t  o f  bread, which 
p erch an ce  invaded th e  p rov in ce fo rm ed  on ly  to  attract 
a n d  enjoy th e  p u re  a ir  o f heav en . • W ith  w h at divine 
en ergy does th e  sp ir it o f  blood, w ork  to  h eal tho wound 
on tho su rface o f  y o u r tem p le  ?  A  m o te  is in thine oyo, 
in stan tly  th o  tissu es sen d  fo rth  a  flood o f  te a rs  to  wash 
i t  a w a y ! T h y  sto m ach  is s tro n g e r  in  righteousness than 
th y  b rain . E v e r  s in ce  y o u r  b ir th  th e  digestive recep­
ta c le  has tem p ted , fed— cram m ed , jam m ed , and poisoned 
— w ith ev ery  im agin able g o o d  a u d  evil th in g , from  tho out­
rageou s inventions o f  th e  n u rse , who firs t took you from 
th o  d o cto r’s hands, t o  th e  la s t  p a stry co o k ’s indescribable 
com pound o f tab le  tem p tatio n s. T o u r  b ra in  could not 
con tain  o n e-h alf  th e  shadow s w hich su ch  substances cast . 
upon it , n e ith e r co u ld  y o u r  ju d g m e n t dispose o f a tenth

tia r t o f 8uoh feedin g in  th e  sh ap e o f  th o u g h t and intel- 
igence, b u t y o u r sto m ach  p o u rs f o rth  i ts  fluid and com­

m issions, i ts  self-healing a ttr ib u te s  so p rom ptly  and 
p e rfe ctly  th a t  all y o u  c a n  ju s tly  com plain  of is—
“ i n d i g e s t i o n h e a d a c h e  o f  co u rse , a n d  in testinal dis­
tu rb an ces.

R ecu p era tio n  is n a tu ra l to  a ll liv in g  bodieB. Evory 
d eran g em en t, i f  cu rab le  a t  all, th e  self-rep airin g  energies 
m ay overcom e w ith h arm on y . O n ly  op en y o u r under­
stand in g to  a  know ledge o f  th o se  m ag n etic  agencios, or 
p erhap s m ech an ical aid s, w hich will rem ov e obstructions 
and th u s p u t in to  N a tu re ’ h an d s th e  rein s  o f  physical 
govern m en t. M an ’s  fearfu lly  co n s tru c te d  body is more 
th a n  p aralleled  b y  his w onderful m ind . T h is power is 
endow ed w ith th e  te n d e n cy  to  w o rk  b o th  w ays ; i t  will 
eith er b rin g disease u p o n  th e  b o d y  o r  rem ovo it. I f  
y o u r ow n m ind ca n n o t b egin  th e  w o rk  (w hich many 
tim es h ap p en s), th e n  avail y o u rse lf  o f  th e  healing attri­
b u tes o f  another  m ind. I f  y o u r  en tram m eled  imagination 
still needs a  visible m edicine to  fix i t s  fa ith  upon, why—  
w e a re  so rry  fo r  y o u — send fo r  th e  only physician in 
w hom  y o u  believe ; and th e n  s tra ig h tw a y  “  le t  us pray_  
th a t  he (o r  sh e) w ill give y o u  th e  m o st a rtis tically  small 
dose o f  m edicine possible fo r  his sen se o f  ju stice  and 
ad ap tation  to  suggest.

T h e  tru th  is , th a t, accid en ts  e xcep ted , the grea t me 
jo r it y  o f  hum an bodily diseases a re  o f  m ental origin- 
D istu rb an ces begin  in th e  fo r c e s  an d  e n d  in  th e  fo rm s ;  
th erefo re , b y  v irtu e  o f  a  p sych olog ical an d  physiological 
necessity , th e  rem ed y m u st com m en ce in  th e  form  and 
te rm in ate  in  th e  S p iritu al co n stitu tio n . Swallowing a  
disgustin g m ass o f  m edicine is  n e v e r  n ecessary , an y  more 
th a n  is  a  w eekly dose o f  o rth o d o x  relig ion  indispensable 
to  good m orals a n d  happiness a f te r  d e a t h ;  a n d  yet, dis­
g racefu l and disagreeable a s  i t  is , th e r e  d re  millions ot 
ou r h u m a n ity  who h ab itu ally  ta k e  atrociou sly  large 
doses o f both 1 F r o m  a ll th is , a n d  in num erable other 
equally p o p u lar o u trag es , “ G o od  L o r d  d eliver u s !"

* A. J .  DAVIS-



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 321

[ F r o m  t h e  “ W e t t e r *  S t a r .”]

T H E  E S S A Y I S T .

W H A T  I S  S P I R I T U A L I S M ?
B r  Geeyfbiars.

Thebe is n o q u estion  o f  so m u ch  im p o rtan ce  to  the  
claims o f Spiritu alism  on m an ’s a ccep tan ce , as th e  one  
with which w e p reface  th is  a rtic le .

In  attem p tin g  to  define w h a t S p iritu alism  is, w e are  
not disposed to  d efer, e ith e r  to  th e  v ag u e an d  co n tra ­
dictory affirm ations o f  com m on ru m o r, o r  to  a cce p t all 
the m any-sided view s tak en  o f  th e  su b ject by S p iritu alists  
themselves.

In  seeking fo r  s tan d ard s o f  r ig h t, m orals, o r  religion , 
as in a ttem p tin g  to  define S p iritu alism , w e a re  a p t  to  
mistake opinions fo r  p rin cip les, and a cce p t as  a u th o rity  
the reflections o f  m inds as  fallib le as  ou r own.

T ruth has b een  c u r tly  defined as  “ th a t  w hich is .”  
Now w hen ou r m inds a re  confused , an d  o u r  ju d gm en ts  
at fault, in th e  m id st o f  th e  con flictin g opinions th a t  p o­
sitive th eo rists  w ould fo rce  up on u s , is  i t  n o t th e  p a r t o f  
wisdom to  s e a rch  e a rn e stly  a n d  faith fu lly  fo r  “ th a t  
which is,”  and afterw ard s  p ro ceed  to  draw  o u r  deductions  
and frame o u r  th eo ries  co n ce rn in g  th e  significance and  
meaning o f th e  fa c ts  w e h av e  observed ?

Eschew ing fo r  th e  p re s e n t th e  b road  fields o f  research  
to which w e h av e  likened S p iritu alism , nam ely, th e  
standards o f  r ig h t, m o rals, a n d  relig ion , le t  us for th e  
nonce fo rg et a ll o u r  p reco n ceiv ed  views and p e t th eories, 
and inquire w h at w e have ab solu tely  d em o n strated  to  be 
pact in Spiritu alism .

F o u r well defined and well p rov en  form s o f  fee t have  
been evolved b y  th e  faith fu l a n d  can d id  in v e s tig a to r : 
these a re , first, th a t  th e  sou l o f  m an  su rviv es th e  shock  
of death. S econ d ly , th a t  th e  sou l c a n  and does, un der  
favorable con d ition s n o t  y e t  fully ascertain ed , com m uni­
cate w ith m an , th ro u g h  th e  signs and to k en s called  
“ spirit com m u nion.” T hirdly, th a t  th e  sou l re ta in s  th e  
individuality w hich distinguish ed i t  in th e  m o rta l body. 
And fourthly, th a t  th e  happiness o r  m isery  o f  th e  »soul 
m its continu ed s ta te  o f  e x is te n ce  beyond th e  grav e , de­
pends upon th e  good o r  evil which i t  has p erform ed on  
earth.

I f  i t  be asked— H o w  fa r  d o th e se  affirm atives becom e  
proven tr u t h s ?  w e an sw er— B y  th e  law s o f  evidence  
commonly acce p te d  am o n g st m e n ; b y  th e  fa c t th a t  m il­
lions o f  spirit« in  d ifferen t places, th ro u g h  different indi­
viduals and u n d er v arieties  o f  cond itions th a t  render  
collusion o r  m istak e  im possible, have testified to , and 
dem onstrated e a ch  a r tic le  o f  th ese  fo u r propositions be­
yond denial a n d  d o u b t. T h u s fa r, th en , every  faithful 
investigator in to  sp ir it com m u nion is in a  position to  
render an  an sw er co n cern in g  his “ ism ,” and to  delare  
th at th ese fo u r card in al p o in ts o f  his know ledge a re  a b ­
solutely tru e .

B u t th e  q u estion in g  w orld an d  th e  resp ond in g S p irit­
ualist a re  n o t co n ten ted  to  r e s t  here , n o r  lim it th e ir  views 
of Spiritualism  to  th e  sim ple foun dations o f  basic tru th .

Endless a re  th e  th eo ries  which arise  con cern in g  th e  
soul's su b stan ce a n d  fu n ction s in  th e  life beyond, and  
still m ore, o n  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  signs and tok en s by 
which sp irits  co m m u n ica te , an d  th e  personages th rou gh  
whom th e  com m u nion is effected.

I t  m u st be obvious th a t  n ew  and u n trod d en  fields of 
physical scien ce  a r e  h e re  op en to .th e  fo o t o f  th e  exp lorer, 
®nd th a t a  v ast-rea lm  o f  know ledge w ill u ltim ately  re ­
ward th e  s tu d e n t w ho seeks p a tie n tly  to  an alyse and  
piaster th ese  o o cu lt su b jects . I n  th e  m ean tim e, however, 
it m ay req u ire  y e a rs  o r  even g en eratio n s o f  th e  m ost 
Persistent exp erim en t to  d isco v er th e  w onderfully p o ten t  
^ I j u r is ib l e  fo rces  w hich su stain  sp iritu al existen ce.

The full u n d erstan d in g  and ap p lication  o f  th e  m ethods 
by which th e  sp iritu al te leg rap h  is  w ork ed, m ay n o t  be 
evolved w ith o u t th e  carefu l a n d  a s tu te  observation o f  a  
whole c e n tu ry ’s e xp erien ce . S till , th e  evidences o f  sci­
entific m ethod, a n a  th e  dep end ence up on fixed th ough  
Pnknown conditions w hich th e  ph enom ena o f  th e  com -
Ullininr» A» • i • r> • m  ? XL.A AL atounion evince, ju stify  u s  in  affirm ing th a t  th e  philosophy  
o f th is com m u nion in volves th e . sublim e a n d  stu p en d ou s1 

• aen ce o f  so u l.” ' ‘

B u t  w hen we tu rn  to  th e  th ird  and fo u rth  axiom atic  
fa c ts  o f  Spiritualism , a  new  se t o f  indications opens up  
b efore  us.

In ste a d  o f  scientific phenom ena, th e  social, m oral, and  
religious asp ects  o f Spiritualism  a re  disclosed. C onsider, 
fo r  exam ple, th e  following p ro p o sitio n s:—

“ T h e  soul re tain s th e  individuality and self-conscious­
ness which distinguished it  in  th e  m o rtal body ;  and th e  
happiness o r  m isery o f  th e  soul in its  continu ed existen ce  
beyond th e  g rav e  depends on th e  good o r  evil which it  
has perform ed on  e a rth .”

A ll th e  m ysteries o f  godliness, th e  vague im aginings  
concernin g triu n e  deities and G od-m en, th e  d istractin g  
vagaries o f a n  im m aculate concep tion , vicarious aton e­
m en t, election , free  g ra ce  and no g ra ce , regeneration , 
in fan t and o th er w holesale form s o f  dam nation , tran su b - 
stan tiation , and ecclesiastical d octrines gen erally , 
vanish into th in  a ir  before th e  s te rn  ju stice  and p ractical 
im p ort o f th ese stupendous revelations.

“  D eath  does n o t change th e  real m an  ; heaven and  
hell a re  conditions m an u factu red  w ithin u s ; good and 
evil a re  th e  sole m an u factu rers, and p rog ress is,etern al.”

A  religion founded on  su ch  propositions as  th ese , m ay  
d estroy  th e  w o rth  o f  heavenly passports, peddled o u t a t  
th e  p rice  o f  tith e s  and pew re n ts  from  ecclesiastical 
au ctio n  booths, o r  aim  icon oclastic blows a t  th e  cra ft  
w hose p ecu liar office is, as  Pope describes, to  “  deal 
dam nation rou n d  th e  w o r l d b u t ,  if  th ey  a re  tru th s ,  
and can  be dem on strated  as  such, w h at m atters  i t  who 
stan d s o r  fells in opposing th em  ? Popedom s, bishoprics, 
con ven ticles, and assem blies,will perish and be forg otten , 
even th e  p opu lar saints whom i t  tak es  from  te n  to  tw en ty  
th ousan d d o llars a  y ear, and th e ir  expen ses to  E u ro p e, 
to  su stain , will be rem em bered n o m ore, w hilst th e  re ­
cord in g  an gel’s voice, echoed and re-ech oed  b y m illions 
o f  sp irit w itnesses, will th u n d er down th e  ages, “ T h ere  
is  no m ore d eath , and th e  soul o f  m an is  in ju d g m en t for 
th e  deeds done in th e  body.”

T he cond itions o f  life in th e  sph eres, th e  m eans of 
grow th  and unfoldm ent, p en alty  and rew ard , inspiration, 
obsession, re in carn atio n  and its  em phatic denial, con­
jugal and a s ce tic  life, to g e th e r  with recom m endations  
how to  pu rsu e and how to  avoid ce rta in  cu rses, con sti­
tu te  a  g re a t m ajority  o f  th e  com m unications from  the  
sp irit w orld w hich a re  superadded to  th e  fa cts  o f  th e  
com m union, and involving, as th e y  often do, co n trad icto ry  
and p erp lexin g  opinions, subserve b u t little  o th e r  p u r­
pose th a n  to  prove th a t  th e  sp irit w orld is  a  hum an  
w orld, and th a t aB y e t  w e have n o t succeeded in evolving 
an y  o th e r a u th en tic  form s o f tru th  from  th e  com m union  
th a n  th,e fo u r basic facts  above stated .

T h ere  is , how ever, one m ost valuable lesson to  be  
learned from  th e  variou s and co n trad icto ry  com m unica­
tio n  o f  sp irits, which if  th is  : th a t th e  sin cere  seek er for 
tru th  should n ev er a cce p t o f  any d ictu m , w h eth er from  
m o rta ls  o r  im m ortals, th a t does n o t com m end itse lf  to  
o u r  h igh est sense o f  righ t, and prove to  be in harm ony  
w ith th e  divine sch em e o f  cau se and effect revealed  in  
th e  gospel o f  n atu re .

^ U 1 spirits affirm, w ithout any co n tra rie ty , th a t  th e y  
have cre a te d  th eir own heaven o r hell from  th e  good o r  
evil deeds, w ords, and th ou g h ts, which have m ade up th e  
sum  o f  th e ir  e a rth ly  lives.

A ll sp irits  re p re se n t heaven and hell as  m en tal and  
m oral s ta te s , n o t localities, and con tin u e to  affirm th a t  
th e  p erform an ce o f  good o r evil deeds determ in e th eir  
con tin u an ce in th ese s ta te s  in th e  sp irit w orld, as  on  
earth . •

H e re , th en , w e gain  a  pivotal point, arou n d  w hich ail 
th e  p ra c tica l issues o f  earth  life revolve, n am ely , th e  ne­
cessity  fo r  a  c o rre c t definition o f  w h at good and evil 
m eans, an d  here, to o , is i t  th a t  a ll th e  “  new  dep artures, 
side issues, fierce discords, and b itte r  inharm onics which  
pervade th e  ran k s o f  Spiritualism , e n te r  upon th e  scene.

Spiritualist« ca n n o t tru ly  realize  th e  solem n tru th  o f  
inevitable com pensation and re trib u tio n  for good and  
evil, w ith ou t b racin g  all th e  en ergies o f th e ir  being to  
th e  task  o f  discovering w h at good and evil m eans, and  
how w e m ay  en su re th e  com pensations o f  th e  on e and  
avoid th e  penalties o f  th e  o th e r. .

T h e  op tim ist adopt« th e  ea sie s t m ethod o f  se ttlin g  th e  
th e  qu estion , th a t  is, a s  fax as  h is  own- satisfaction  and
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word logic in concerned, for he declares th at th e re  is no 
evil, and , “ W h a te v e r is, is r ig h t."  T o  th e  m ost casual 
ob server o f  th e  conditions p resen ted  by th e  dark and 
undeveloped spirits who have n o t y e t  com e o u t o f  the  
prison houses o f  crim e com m itted  on  earth , th is kind ot 
logic does n o t pass for m uch m ore than “  sounding brass, 
and tinkling cym bals.”

H a lf  a  dozen visits to  M rs. C on an t’s circles a t th e  
B a n n er  o f  L ig h t  office will suffice to  convince th e  m ost 
tran scen d en tal o f  optim ists th a t  th ere  a re  te rrib le  condi­
tions o f  suffering for som e form  o f human actio n , and  
glorious s ta tes  ot happiness resu ltin g  from  others.

B ack  to ou r original proposition, th erefore, we 
must return  and continu e to  ask— W h a t is good and  
w hat is evil ? and if we don’t  like th ese  term s, 
W h a t a re  those conditions o f  th e  sp irit which result 
in happiness o r m isery h e re a fte r?  T h at a g reat 
m any truth-lovin g minds should fancy th ey  have 
discovered th e  basic principles o f  good and evil, 
when th ey  a re  in reality  only shadow ing forth  
th e ir  own lim ited perceptions o f  life, is n o t to  b e  won­
dered a t , n eith er is it s tran ge th at new ly aw akened souls, 
un der th e  m ighty afflatus o f  th e  g re a t m odem  Spiritual 
outpouring, in th eir eagerness to  aid in in au gu ratin g  th e  
p ractical religion dem anded by Spiritualism , should  
m istake th eir ideas o f  som e g re a t radical ch an ge o r fa­
vo rite  schem e o f  reform , for th e-exact m ethods required  
to  build up “ a new heaven and a  new e a r th ."

N ow , when, as  to o  frequently happens, th e  refo rm er is 
fierce and dogm atical in enforcing his views, and th e  co n ­
servative b itte r and den un ciatory  in rejectin g  th em , the  
resu lt is fatal to  conviction on e ith er side, and only ends 
in unspiritual antagonism  and useless acts  o f  reen m in a- 
tion .

A lready th e  ranks o f Spiritualism , ouce array ed  in se r­
ried m asses o f  fratern al stren gth  and zealous devotion to  
a com mon cause are  broken, disunited and d isgraced  by 
th e  lam entable sp irit o f  internal discord, whilst the good  
soldier who used to  be engaged in doing gallan t b attle  
agaiust all opponents to  th e  glorious light o f  Spiritualism , 
spends his tim e in hurling ep ithets o f scorn , and devising  
spiteful m ethods o f  wounding and abusing all and sundry  
who dissent from his own p articu lar n ew s o f  reform .

In  th e  m eantim e, we query— I s  th ere  no fundam ental 
basis o f tru th  in th is g re a t cause upon which all its  ad­
herents can agree, and from  which each can  quietly tak e  
th e i r .“ dep artures,” to  a c t o u t th e ir  ideas o f  reform  upon  
all o th er subjects, w ithout in sult and in jury to  th ose who 
do n o t choose to  follow in th eir fo o tstep s?  A lread y we 
have anticipated the answ er to  th is question in th e  e a r ­
lier statem ents o f  th is artic le , and now we are  p repared  
to  advance to  a  still higher step  o f  th e  tem ple o f  tru th .

T he belief th a t we m ust necessarily sutler o r  rejoice  
h ereafter for all ou r a c ts  o f  om ission as  well as com m is­
sion here, form s a  trem endous m o to r power, to  u rge us  
forw ard in any and every direction in which we think  
ou r duties lie. I t  has y e t to  be proved, however, th a t  
Spiritualism  authoritatively defines w h at those several 
duties are , and in th is sense i t  is an  a c t  o f  bold tyran ny  
and presum ptuous dogm atism  fo r  on e individual to  say to  
another, “  Y o u  a re  no Sp iritu alist if  you do n o t adopt 
th e  path I  am  treading, and endorse th e  th eories I  p ro ­
pound.” I t  is a libel to o , on th e  p resen t asp ect of 
Spiritualism , for an y  individual to  assert th a t th is o r  th a t  
peeuljar m ethod o f thought o r actio n  is Spiritualism , and  
th a t ou tside o f  i t  th e re  is no Spiritualism .

Seasoning trorn the belief that Spiritualism is the 
grand motor which should pervade our lives, and urge us 
on to the performance of every duty which lies before us, 
every reform vrhieh can bless or benefit mankind is a  
part, though not the whole, of Spiritualism.

Every reformatory idea which can stimulate mankind 
to the better performance of a true and usefiil life, is a 
fit subject for discussion in our Spiritual literature, aad 
on bur Spiritual rostrums; apd no idea, however trivial, 
or however grand, which helps to determine the character 
of the human soul, can be excluded from the all- 
embracing influence of Spiritualism. I t  may here be 
questioned whether we mean to include as fit subjects 
for discussion, and fit themes for Spiritual literature, po­
litics, the various reforms of the day, such as

moral, commercial, and even financial reforms! the 1*.
b o r and m arriage questions free  love, and n o love stall"  
w om an’s rig h ts , and w om an’s w ron gs, A c . ; to  this quer» 
we em phatically an sw er, Y e s  ! A ll th ese  things are fit 
sub jects for S p iritu alistic  discussion, and all these re- 
form s would be b e tte r  u n d ersto o d  and b e tte r  dealt with 
consid ered  from  tru e  S p iritu a lis tic  s tan d -p o in ts ; but let' 
us n o t forg et th e  sh arp  line o f  d em arcation  to  be drawn 
betw een the im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  su b jects  and the variety 
o f m ethods by which th e y  a re  rep resen ted  and sometime« 
m isrepresented b y  th e ir  ad vocates.

A s  far as  all th ese  id eas o f  refo rm  are  portions of 
hum an in terest, as fa r  as  th e y  have a n  influence on the 
hu m an soul h ere  an d  its w ell-b eing h ereafter, they em- 
ph atically com e w ithin th e  sco p e o f  Spiritualism  to dis­
cu ss, vitalize, and u ltim ate ly  to  deal w ith ; but where in- 
dividuals have th e  r ig h t to  p ro te s t ag ain st th e  action of 
th ose especially devoted  to  a n  exp o sitio n  o f  these sub- 
je c ts , is, th a t a  b e lief in th e  com m u nion o f  spirits does 
n o t necessarily com m it th e  believer to  a ll th e  theories and 
opinions en tertain ed  b y o th e r  S p iritu alists , and com p! 
th em  to  ad o p t th e  p a rticu la r  m eth o d s o f  reform  which 
th ey  propose.

I t  is one th in g  to  s ta te  a  g rie v a n ce , b u t quite another 
to  righ t it. W e  should fa r  exceed  th e  lim its o f  this ar­
ticle  w ere we to  place in ju x ta p o sitio n  th e  load o f  wrong 
beneath which h u m an ity  g ro an s, and th e  wild, contra­
d icto ry , and som etim es p ern iciou s m ethods by which 
even w ell-m ean in g  p erson s prop ose to  redress that 
w r o n g ; and heroin lies th e  in ju stice  o f  labelling upon 
Spiritualism , opinions, th eo ries , and views o f  reform, 
which to  th ousan ds o f  b elievers in sp ir it communion, and 
even to  sam e o f  th e  ad v o cates o f  th e  very  reforms in 
qu estion , ap p ear e rron eou s, ob jectionable, and unapt- 
ritual.

T he only stan d ard s o f  app eal w h ich  can  ever resolve 
th e  v exed  "problem s o f  hu m an opinion, a re  th e  immutable 
law s un derlying th e  w hole sch em e o f  being, and sternly 
m anifested in th e  sublim e ch ain  o f  e tern al cause and 
effect, a n d  it  is on ly  b y a  search in g  analysis o f these 
divine m ethods o f  teach in g  th a t  w e shall ever clearly dis­
c e rn  w h at is good and evil, o r  distinguish  what is right 
and w rong.

Sp irits hold th e  to rch  to  illu m in ate  th ese  researches, 
b u t a re  n o t privileged o r  w ise enough to  be o u r  dictators 
in applying th em . S p iritu alists  a re  com m anded, on the 
stern  conditions o f  p en alty  a n d  com pensation , to seek 
in to  th e  profoundeBt dep th s o f  tr u th , a n d  to  a c t  out their 
highest p ercep tio n s o f  i t ; b u t th e y  a re  n o t privileged 
n o r y e t wise en o u gh  a u th o rita tiv e ly  to  d ictate  to each 
o th er w h at m ethods o f  actio n  a r e  th e  only tru e and 
r ig h t ones, unless th e y  can  d em o n stra te  th e ir  views by a 
s tr ic t  an alysis o f  th e  law s a n d  h arm on ies o f  creation.

The great Poughkeepsie Seer, the profound and star-

2ed prophet and clairvoyant, A. J .  Davis, in enunciating 
e idea that life will never be fully understood until it 

becomes a “ harmonial philosophy,” has advanced a cen­
tury beyond his age, and pointed to the only reconciler 
which can stand between divided opinions aud crashing 
theories, namely, a true and harmonious science of life 
in all departments of thought and being. Spiritualism 
is not the unpractical transcendentalism which eicludes 
the consideration of any vital question, or fails to reach 
down, as well as to  climb up, to all life’s issues and du­
ties ; but Spiritualism pronounces no dictum which » 
not founded upon the authority of truth, and admits of 
no special interpretation to suit the views of rabid radi­
calism, or narrow conservatism. I t  is the science of life 
here and hereafter, and as such, demands a scientific 
demonstration of every proposition made in its name.

I t  is all of life and not a part only. I t  includes all 
reforms, without endorsing the views of all “ reformers. 
I t  is the great “ Pan” of the 19th century. When we 
can turn from the surface of life's ocean, cease to steer 
our way by the many opposing directions in which our 
fellow voyagers are moving, and, sinking the plunun 
line of research into the deep waters of eternal trutn, 
draw it up again freighted with those waymarks of im­
mutable law upon which the G reat Spirit has fixed tn 
eternal order of being, then, and then only we may 
conclude that we understand Spiritualism. Then an 
then only are we anchored on the standard of »PP®*1
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before which th e  clam o rin g  to n es  o f  h u m an  discord  are  
hushed;  th en , an d  th e n  on ly , a re  w e p rep ared  to  steer  
our way to  th e  p o r t  o f  e te rn ity  b y  th e  c h a r t  o f  e tern al  
and divine prin ciples.

b r i e f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p e r s o n s  d e s i r i n g

T O  I N V E S T I G A T E  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

A t  th e re q u e s t o f  se v e ra l o f  o u r  read ers, w e p u blish  th e  
following fo r  th e  g u id an ce  o f  in te n d in g  in v estigators, 
and shall co n tin u e  to  do so  from  tim e  tim e , w h en ev er 
space w ill ad m it.

I t  is, in  th e  firs t p lace , a n  essen tia l to  th e  harm ony of  
the intended c ircle  th a t  th e  a p a rtm e n t in w hich they  
purpose m eetin g  should be o f  a  com fortab le  tem p eratu re , 
and not too warm, fo r  an y th in g  which ten d s to  discom pose  
the physical organ izatio n , m ilita te s  a g a in st th a t  harm ony  
and passivity o f  m in d  w h ich  is  essen tial for fluen t and  
orderly com m u nications. I t  is possible, in som e in­
stances, for p ersons to  in v estig a te  su ccessfu lly  a lo n e ;  
but i t  is ra re  th a t  a ll th e  qualifications n ecessary  a r e  to  
be m et w ith in one individual. I t  is b e tte r  e n tered  upon  
by an  asso ciatio n  o f  s ix  o r  m o re  individuals, w ith as  
g reat a  diversity  o f  tem p eram en t as  possible, I f  ab le  to  
get to g eth er th o  re q u isite  n u m b er, i t  is b e tte r  to  form  a  
circle in th is  w ise, v i z . : l e t  th e  com pany s it  dow n around  
a m oderately sized lo o  ta b le , o r  lig h t sq u are one, w ith  
the dark and fair, o r  positive and n eg ativ e tem p eram en ts  
altern ate ; s it in a n  easy  p osition , w ith  th e  palm s o f  th e  
hands on th e  tab le , and th o  r ig h t h an d  to u ch in g  th e  
neighbours le ft, so as  to  m ak e  a  com p lete  ch ain  (h ave a t  
hand a  p lan ch ette  an d  som e la rg e  w h ite  p a p e r.)  The  
first indication o f  a n  In flu en ce  is a  slig h t vib ration  o r  
wavy sensation u n d er th e  han d, a lth o u g h  th e  tab le  m ay 
not perceptibly m o v e ; if  th is  is d istin ctly  fe lt, a  m ove­
ment o f  th e  tab le  is s u re  to  follow . T he m o st com m on  
movement is th e  elevation  o f  one side o f  th e  tab le, b u t a  
rotary o r la te ra l m ovem ent w ill often  o ccu r. Should a  
distinct m ovem ent o ccu r, o n e  o f  th e  c ircle  should ask  
the invisible influence to  m ove th e  tab le  tow ard s th e  
person whom  th e y  c a n  b est influence as  a  m ed iu m . 
when this is accom p lish ed , all q u estion s should be p u t  
by the person  so se lected , who a c ts  as chairm an o f  th e  
mooting. T h o  o rd in ary  and , p erhap s, m o st ap p ro p riate

Suestions to  b eg in  w ith  a r e , “ I s  th e re  a  sp irit p resen t,
' so, will i t  m ove th e  ta b le  a  ce rta in  n u m b er o f tim es ? ”  

This being an sw ered  sa tisfacto rily , m ak e a n  arran g e­
m ent with th o  u n seen  in fluence, th a t  th re e  m ovem ents  
Bhall signify a n  affirm ativ e ; one, a  n e g a tiv e ; and tw o, 
doubtful. I f  th o  qu estion s a r e  answ ered fluently, sug­
gest th e  use o f  th e  alp h ab et. T h e  m edium  slow ly re ­
peating th e  le tte rs , th e  ta b le  being raised  a t  th e  rig h t  
one, un til a  w ord  is  s p e lt  o u t. I n  th is  w ay , w h ere th e  
control o f  th e  ta b le  is  good, m essages o f  a  considerable  
length m ay be receiv ed . D o n o t  ask qu estion s on  
purely m aterial sub jects, n o r  p resu m e th a t  sp irits  know  
everything, o r  y o u  w ill m e e t w ith disap pointm en ts. I f ,  
after h alf-an -h ou r’s  sittin g , you should n o t succeed in 
obtaining a  m o vem en t, b rin g forw ard  th e  p lan ch ette , lay  
a sheet o f  p ap er on th e  tab le , and p lace th e  p lan ch ette  
upon i t  b etw een  tw o  o f th e  s itte rs , th e  ap ex  (con tain ing  
tne pencil) fro m  th em . T h e  p erson  to  th e  lo ft o f i t  
should p lace  th e  r ig h t han d, and th e  one to  th e  r ig h t, 
the left h an d up on i t ; a t  firs t th e  a rm  m ay ro s t upon 
the tab le, b u t a f te r  a  li ttle  w hile raise  i t ,  and le t th e  
pressure on  th e  p la n ch e tte  be as  lig h t as  possible. I f  a  
m ovem ent is  ob tain ed, i t  on lv  req u ires ap p lication  to  
lead to  th e  re ce p tio n  o f  intelligib le w riting, which m ay  
come on th e  first occasion  o r  ta k e  several sittings to  de­
velop. Sh ou ld  th e  f irs t  tw o  n o t succeed, l e t  tw o oth ers  
try , tr y  also  d ifferen t com binations, u n til you have ex ­
hausted th e  m a te ria l o f  y o u r  circle ,th is  will seldom  
h ap p en ; b u t, i f  i t  should do so, i t  w ill be n ecessary  to  
add to  its  n u m b ers. T o en su re  success and progress, 
tho circle should m e e t reg u larly , and w hen th e  b est a r ­
ran gem en t o f  th e  individuals com posing i t  has been  
ascertained, th e y  sh ou ld  b e  carefu l to  occu p y  th e  same 
positions a t  th e  ta b le  on  ev ery  occasion . I f  stran gers  
are allow ed to  jo in  th e  c ircle  a f te r  i t  has com m en ced th e

M o st persons have som e m edium istic pow er, and i t  
rare ly  happens th a t w here th e re  a re  th re e  o r  fo u r p er­
sons in a  fam ily, th e y  can n o t g e t  th e  p lan ch ette  to  
op erate , even w ithout form ing a  circle , b u t th e  evidences  
so obtained a re  n o t alw ays so satisfacto ry  as  th o se  ob­
tain ed  b y system atic  application. I f  th e  in vestig ation  is 
earnestly  pursued, h igher form s o f  m ediumship grow  o u t  
o f  it , in acccord an ce with th e  developing cap acity  o f  th e  
individuals com posing i t  W . H . T .

M Y S T E R I O U S  P H E N O M E N A  A T  B A D E N  B A D E N .

T i i e  Lond on “ T ab let ”  rep rin ts from  T h e U nivert, 
a n  acco u n t o f curiou s and s tartlin g  phenom ena (an alog­
ous to  sp irit ph otograp h y) o ccu rrin g  a t  B ad en . I t  
appears th a t figures, crosses, deaths heads, and o th er  
devices app eared  upon num erous windows o f  churches  
and dw elling houses in th e  tow n, causin g m uch con ster­
nation . A m on g o th e r  things i t  is s ta ted  th a t on W h it  
T uesday, th e re  w as seen all a t  on ce  on  th e  window o f  
girl's  school a t  S t. Jo h n 's  parish , a  figure o f  th e  Blessed  
V irgin , she had a  L ion  u n d er her feet, on  which she 
seem ed to  be tram p lin g  ; on  each  side o f  h e r  th e re  ap­
peared  th e  figures o f  T u rco s  and F re n ch  soldiers, also 
o f a  ship th a t  scorned to  be sinking, and sovoral small 
b lack  cro sses. T h e  C uré was so n t for, and w hen he 
saw  i t  he d estroy ed  th e  pane, b u t im m ediately th e  
design w as reprodu ced on  an upper window. N o less 
th an  six ty -s ix  cases  w ere testified to , and th e  excitem en t  
was so g rea t, th a t  th e  P ru ssian  G o vern m en t had to  for­
bid th e  fu rth er publication o f  details.

T H E  “ W E S T E R N  S T A R ."

I n th e  M a y  num ber o f  T h e H a rb in g er , w e published the  
p rosp ectu s o f  i. projected new M agazine, to  bo called  
th e  “ W estern  S ta r .” B y  th e  la s t Californian M ail, we 
received  a  p arcel o f  th e  first num bor o f  th o  serial alluded  
to . W e  find i t  is edited  b y M rs. E m m a H ard in ge  
B ritto n , a n d  th e  resu lt is, a high class Sp iritu al M ag a­
zine, con tain in g  a  series o f  in terestin g  and in stru ctive  
articles  on  Spiritualism  and kindred subjects (one o f  
which w e re p r in t in  a n o th er colum n) ; also, th e  first 
ch a p te r  o f  th e  second volum e o f “ M od ern  Spiritualism  
in A m erica ,"  which proves tho occu rren ce  o f  rem arkab le  
and undoubtedly Sp iritu al ph enom ena in th e  early  p art  
o f  th o  p re se n t cen tu ry . T h e  phenom ena a re  testified to  
b y  th e  affidavits o f  fo rty  w itnesses, one o f  whom was the  
R ev . A b rah am  C um m ings, a m an em inent in learning  
and p iety , and a  G rad u ate  o f  H arv ard  U n iversity . A l­
th ou g h  th ese  m anifestations continu ed for a  lengthened  
period, no a tte m p t ap p ears to  have been m ado to  system ­
a tiz e  th em  o r tu rn  th em  to  p ractical use, tho ease being  
a p p aren tly  looked upon as  excep tion al. T he system iza- 
tion  o f th e  phenom ena appears to  have originated  with 
th e  F o x  fam ily, in  con n ection  with w hat w ere com m only  
known as  th e  R o ch ester  knockings, som e o f  tho resu lts  o f  
w hich a re  ab ly  review ed in a n  artic le , en titled , “ Sibylline 

es  in th e  N in eteen th  C en tu ry .”  
ie n e x t  a r tic le , “ G h ost L a n d ,’ is  the^ first o f  a  

se n e s  o f  research es  in to  th e  m ysteries o f  S p iritu al e x is t­
en ce, by o n e  who has devoted a  lifetim e to  th e ,su b ject, 
and , judging from  th e  first p a rt, will be a  w ork o f  consi­
derable in te re st. T h e  in tro d u cto ry  and concluding  
a rtic le s  a re  original and app ropriate. W e  com m end th e  
m agazine to  advanced th inkers, both inside and , outside  
th e  sp iritu al p ale . ________________

S i n c e  ou r last, issue, w e have, received  a  p rosp ectu s o f  
th e  “ A u relia  ” C o-operative L a n d  and L a b o u r A ssocia­
tion , which is th e  on e w e alluded to  as  origin atin g in  
N  ow Z ealand. Tho association is  in tend ed to  bo form ed  
on th e  H arm on ial basis, th e  p rim ary  qualification fo r  
m em bership being th a t  th e  cand idates should accep t  
th e  lead ing principles o f  th e  H arm on ial Ph ilosoph y. - 
T h e  ideas em bodied in th e  p rosp ectu s a re  e xce llen t, a n d  
i f  th ey  can  be p ractically  carried  o u t w ill en su re  th e  
su ccess o f  th e  A ssociation, a n d  th e  co m fo rt a n d  happi­
n ess o f  its  m em bers, we have a  few prospectu ses a n d  
will send a  co p y  by p o st on  re ce ip t o f  postage. A n  ad-

reception o f  com m unication's, i U a a  a  disturbing effect, vertisem ent in  referen ce  to  th e  Association appear, m 
M d  «  lik ely  to  lead  to  u n satisfacto ry  r e s u lts . . I an o th er colum n.
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E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

T h e  following is an  e x tr a c t  from  a  private le tte r  re- 
cen tly  received by a  gentlem an in M elbourne, M r E .
R . from  his wife a t  p resen t residing a t  C astlem am e. 
Som e physical phenom ena wo a re  Inform ed, occu rred  in 
h e r  presence previously, b u t n o t so rem arkable as  the  
following. I t  appears th a t m edia for physical m am festa- 
ions are  accu m u lating in th is part.

“T he n igh t I  received y o u r L e t te r , m y candle was 
blown o u t (b y  som e invisible ag en t) fou r tim es, and on 
m y attem p tin g to  ligh t i t  th e  fourth tim e, th e  m atch  
was taken o u t o f m y hand and applied to  th e  candle. I 
tried  to  sleep, and a fte r  a  while did so, b u t aw oke find­
ing th e  cloth es pulled off m e, and placed aw ay on  the  
floor, I  replaced  th em  and th ey  w ere a  second tim e r e ­
moved. O ne evening since when retu rn in g from  M .------
I  was shaken violently by th e  shoulder th ree tim es, no 
person being n ear m o. On my arrival home, yo u r p o r­
t r a it  was tak en  down and torn  in pieces, and then put 
to g eth er again. A ll th e  p o rtraits  in the A lbum  wore 
taken ou t, and placed in five different parcels, all o u r  re ­
lations in one, M r. and M rs. A . in an o th er, 15. and E . in 
a  fourth * F  being throw n on th e  floor. I  w ent to  bed 
leaving them  as th ey  w ere, b u t in th e  m orning they  
disappeared, and could n o t bo found. A few nights  
a fte r  while w alking in th e  m iddle o f th e  road, th e  p h oto­
graphs w ere all placed in my hand, by som e invisible 
agen cy . W h a t do you think o f  i t  ?”  *  *  *  *

D efeated on th e  platform  M r. David B la ir  fell back 
upon the press, and furnished five o f  th e  most disingen- 
ious articles on Spiritualism  it  ¡b possible to  conceive  
of, to  th e  “ B alln rat Evening M ail.” T hese w ere e x ­
haustively review ed and th eir fallacies exposed, in a  
Beries o f  eight le tte rs  by W .L .R .,  published in th e  same

Eapor, since then th e  following able le tte r  from  a  well- 
nown and consisten t Spiritu alist has appeared , and wo 

rep rin t it from the “ Evening M ail," for th e  benefit o f  
our readers.

S P IR I T U A L I S M .
To the E d ito r  o f  the E v en in g  M ail.

S ib ,— O ur am iable though slippory antagon ist, wisely 
om itting any reference to  facta and argu m en ts, which he 
never before heard of, and which ho can n o t m eet, allows 
ju d gm en t to  go by default. T otally  unable to  face  the  
m ain question o f th e  objective reality  o f  th e  phenom ena, 
which prove th e  tru th  o f  Spiritualism , he endeavours to  
slip o u t o f  the discussion o f  facts  by disputing m y opin­
ion, and th a t o f  hundreds o f o th er persons, relative to  
th e  absurdities poured forth  bv him in th e  la te  discussion, 
ab o u t the “ sup ern atural,” “ th e  doctrines,”  th e  “ Y an k ee  
im postors,” and, indeed, any and every  su b ject, e xcep t  
th e  point nam ed by M r. Tyerm an, “ I b Spiritualism  tr u e ? ” 
I  strive, however, n o t for v ictory  b u t for tru th  S p irit­
ualists know th a t  ignorance is th e  sole cau se o f all an ta-  
gonism to  th eir f a c t s ; th ey  can have, th erefore, no other  
feelm g b u t th at o f  p ity  for th e ir  opponents. M y  opinion  
o f M r. David B lair s attem p ted a tta ck  was, as I  consi­
dered, as  li ttle  offensive as possib le;  having no desire to  
follow his exam ple by using in tem perate  lan guage, I  e x ­
pressed m yself as mildly as th e  case would allow . T h ere  
is , how ever, a  higher d u ty  th an  even a  consideration of 
th e  feelings o f  ou r ig n oran t fellow m ortals— th a t d u ty  is 
lo y alty  to  tru th . I n  th e  in terests  o f  th a t tru th , then  
and on behalf o f  th e  millions o f  his equals and superiors  
whom  he has grossly insulted, ou traged, and villffied, I  
feel called upon to  declare th a t th e  p a r t played b y the  
tra v e rse r  in th e  recen t discussion w as a  pitiable exhibi­
tio n  o f  lam entable ig n o ran ce ! This is easily proved, and  
I  ask no one to  ta k e  iny word for it . L e t  an y  sceptic  
do as  I  have d o n e -d e v o te  th re e  y ears  to  th e  personal 
in vestigation o f  th e  su b je ct; le t  th e  circles a t  Sandhurst 
and C astlem am e be visited, or, b e tte r  still, le t tw en ty  
.earn est, honest, m en and w om en m eet on ce  o r  
tw ice a  week fo r  s ix  m onths, observing, as nearly  as th ey  
can  th e  conditions laid down by M rs. H ard in ge B ritte n ,  
W illiam  H o w itt, o r  any o th er in telligen t, experien ced  
in vestigator. P ro v e  all th in g s ; hold fast th at  which

Had been a talse friend.

is good.”  I  d istin ctly  affirm th is proving o f the reaHtv 
o f  th e  basic facts  o f  S p iritu alism  is  open to  all. This 
will settle  th e  qu estion  b e tte r  a n d  sponer than any so. 
phistical declam ation . M y  opinion o f  th e  success of ft« 
S an dh urst and C astlem ain e circles  is , th a t  th a t success 
is  due to  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  v ast m asses o f  quartz 
B aro n  R eich en b ac’n d em on strated  th e  actio n  o f  crystal­
line bodies on  th e  h u m an  sy stem . H e  proved that a 
fo rce  nam ed b y him, th e  “  O d yflic,” o r  “ odd force,” i,

S'ven o u t by su ch , and th a t  i t  favors th e  tra n ce  condition, 
alla ra t is  thus adm irably s itu a te d  f o r  inquirers, and, if 

I  rem em ber r ig h t, its  in h ab itan ts a r e  as  capable of ob­
serving, and as  in cap ab le o f  w ilful im posture, as the in­
hab itan ts o f  a n y  o th e r  d is tric t . I  shall be very happy 
to  furnish  in qu irers with a n  in tro d u ctio n  to  the circles 
aforenam ed, w h ere th e y  can , a t  le a s t, observe the neces­
sa ry  conditions which w e b elieve a re  evidences of laws 
reg h latin g  th is  em bryon ic scien ce . A d d  to  this the fact 
th a t  th e re  is a  ch allen g e o f  o n e  thousand guineas still 
open to  be claim ed by an y  o n e  proving Spiritualism to 
bo im posture. O u r frien d “ C o rp u s” will bo glad to 
know  th a t th e  coin s b ro u g h t to  th e  little  medium at 
S an d h u rst a re  ord in ary  co in s  o f  th e  realm . On my last 
visit, th e re  had been b ro u g h t £ 5  12s. Id . in notes, half- 
crow ns, shillings, sixp en ces, th reep en n y  and fourpenny

Eieces, and copp ers. So m e o f  th e se  w ere  stated to have 
een found in different places b y th e  invisibles, and were 

lo st m onies— o f  o th ers, n o th in g  w as to ld . N o sophistry 
can  u p set su ch  f a c t e ; le t  th em  be exam ined then, and 
disproved, o r le t  ig n o ran ce , rid icu le , and prejudiced un­
belief for e v er keep silen t. N e ith e r  asham ed nor afraid 
o f  th e  tru th , I  am , you rs.

W . L I N D E S A Y  R IC H A R D S O N . 
E v en in g  M a il , S ep t. 1 9 ,  1 8 7 2 .

R E C L A I M E D .

B y  M bs. P locghshabe.

W h e n  o u r  W illiam  cam e in th is  m orn in g with his 
m ilk -tin s, th e re  follow ed him  in to  th e  kitchen what 
tu rn e d  o u t to  be a  little  boy.

W h a t have y o u  here, W illiam  ?
“ W h a t ,"  in d e e d ; y o u  should ra th e r  say  “ W h o  ? ”
W e ll , “ who,” if  y o u  like ; b u t I. should rath er think 

“ w h at ” is m ore n e a r th e  m ark .
I  often  see larrikin s in  th e  s tre e ts  o f  M elbourne, but 

I  now see  w h at v e ry  m u ch  looks like a  larrikin  in Foot- 
scray  ; and if  you call su ch  as  th a t  “  who,” why, what 
y o u  w ould ca ll d e ce n t people I  should like to know, 
an d  w h ere th e  d istin ction  betw een o n e an d  th e  other is.

N ow , M a ry , m y love, don’t  speak q u ite  so fast, and I 
will te ll y o u  w h ere and u n d er w h at circum stances I 
found th is  little  boy. B u t  first, h e  is  v e ry  hungry, and 
I  w an t y o u  to  give him som eth in g  to  e a t. Y o u  syle the 
m ilk, w hile I  fe tch  th e  b read  u p  o u t o f  th e  cellar, and 
th en  he will be ab le  to  satisfy  hiB h u n g er. There, that 
will be enough, m y love, th e re  w ill n o t be an y  room for 
bread in  th e  basin it y o u  fill i t  so fu ll o f  milk.

M .— I  think, W illiam , if  y o u  h ad  b ro u g h t th at milk­
ing-stool o u t o f  th e  Bhed, fo r  “ i t  ”  to  s it upon, my nice 
kitchen ch airs  w ould n o t w an t scru b b in g  w ith soap and 
w ater, w hich I  have n e ith e r tim e  n o r  s tre n g th  for to-day. 
I  w an t to  know  who w ould like to  s i t  on  e ith er o f  those 
ch airs  now , b efore b ein g  w ashed, i f  th e y  knew  who had 
been in  th em . S tan d  on  one side, h e re  is our dear 
frien d M r. Cabin.

C .— G ood m orn in g, M rs . P lo u g h sh are , and how is 
W illiam  ? I  have not' com e to  s t a y ;  j u s t  called to  say 
th a t th e  R ev . M r. W eed le  will p reach  to-m orrow  and 
adm in ister th e  sacram en t. Y o u  w ill t r y  and be there r 
I  wish you cou ld  only p ersu ad e y o u r  husband to  come 
to  ch u rch  w ith you. T he im p o rtan ce  o f  attending the 
house o f  G od ca n n o t be exa g g e ra te d .

M .— W illiam  ju s t  w en t o u t a t  on e d o or as you came 
in a t  th e  o th er. D o y o u  know , he is v e ry  good to  me, 
and ev ery  op p ortu n ity  he h as  o f  doing good to otheWt 
he does i t ; y e t  i t  is  a  s o u rce  o f  a n x ie ty  to  m e th at he 
tak es  n o in te re s t in religion . »'

C .— I t  m ay w ell be. Y o u  m u st m ak e  i t  a  m atter ot 
p ray er, a n d  I  w ill call, u p o n  him  th e  firs t opportunity 
a n d  ta lk  w ith h im . G ood m orn in g  ;  I  have m any places 
to  c a ll a t ,  so  v o u  m u st excu se  m e.
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M.— W illiam !.
-y?__J  am  com ing. Y o u  did n o t se e  th a t  cow  break­

ing down th e  f e n c e ; sh e  w ould have b een  in th e  garden  
in another m inute.

j l . — Y e s, w h en ever th e  E e v . M r. C abin  calls here, 
you find som ething th e  m a tte r  th e  m om en t h e  en ters  
the door— a  sh e lf  is fallin g dow n, a u d  y o u  begin to  
hammer nails in ; th e  g o a ts  a r e  in th e  g ard en  ; or, as  it  
was to-day, a  cow  is  b reak in g  down th e  fence— j u s t  as  if  
the m atters o f  th is  life w ere  w o rth y  o f  a  m om en t’s con­
sideration co m p ared  w ith  th o s e  o f  e te rn ity . W illiam , if  
you would only show  a  li ttle  co n cern  for th e  in terests  o f  
your im m ortal sou l y o u  w ould a c t  m o re  like as  if  you  
cared about m y p e a ce  o f  m ind

W ,— Com e, com e, m y  d e a r little  wife, don’t  be talkin g  
like t h a t ; you know  I  am  n o t  in differen t to  y o u r p resen t  
or future happiness. O n ly  look a t  th a t  little  fellow, is 
he not tu ck in g  i t  in ?

M.— N ow , do you know  M r. C abin  s a t  h im self righ t 
down on th a t  v e ry  ch a ir  I  w as j u s t  go in g  to  tak e  in to  
the yard when he cam e in. I  hope su re ly  th e  d e a r m an  
has not g o t an y th in g  u p o n  him  th ro u g h  sittin g  on  th a t  
chair.

W .— N ow , m y li ttle  fellow , h av e  y o u  e a t  all you can  1
Thank you, sir, I  am  q u ite  full.
W .— Can y o u  te ll us y o u r  n am e, and how  old you are?
I  don't know  w h at m y m o th e r and fa th e r  w as nam ed, 

but a t  the school th e y  c a ll m e G rim . T h e  m aster said  
my name was G rim es. I  don’t  know  how  old I  a m , n o t 
exactly ; b u t I  th in k  a b o u t te n  years. W e  h ad no  
birthdays in th e  In d u stria l Sch ool, so w e don’t  know  
how old w e g e t.

M.— H avo y o u  g o t  an y  p aren ts, th e n  ?  I f  y o u  have, 
they m ust bo v e ry  w icked people to  le t  th e ir  child  ru n  
wild in th e  m anner y o u  have.

W .— N ow , M a ry , if  th a t  w ater is h o t le t  m e have  
it in the bath-room  ; a n d  G rim  y o u  com e alo n g w ith me, 
my boy, and w e w ill t r y  w h at a  clean  skin will do for 
you. Give th a t  b u ck e t o f  h o t  w a te r  to  m o, M a ry , and  
go to my ch est and fe tch  o u t a  clean  sh irt and a  su it o f  
some sort o f  clo th in g  t h a t  w ill m ak e sh ift fo r  him  to ­
day.

I I .— H ave y o u  sh u t him  u p  in  th e  b ath -roo m  ?  I  tell 
you, W illiam , I  d o n .t u n derstand y o u . A r e  y o u  going  
to feed, clotho, and ad o p t a  la rrik in ?  I f  y o u  wan’t  a  
child, why c a n ’t  y o u  ta k e  one o f  th o se  children w e know, 
who belong to  d e ce n t people an d  go to  a  S u nd ay School?  
William, I  am  su rp rised  a t  y o u . D id  y o u .n o t alw ays  
say you w anted no ch ild ren  ? and G od h as  n o t blessed  
us with any acco rd in g ly . A n d  now  y o u  go an d  fly 
right in his face , b y  p ick in g  u p  a  d ir ty  larrik in  o u t of  
the swamp.

W .— M ary , m y d ear, do keep y o u rse lf  calm  and listen  
to reason, a n d  w hile h e  id using th e  soap and w arm  
water, I  will te ll y o u  how  I  cam e to  b rin g him  hom e  
with me. I  w as h u n tin g  th e  cow s, and y o u  know  
during th e  d ry  w eath er th e y  a r e  v e ry  fond o f  g e ttin g  on  
the swampy lan d . D u rin g  m y search  I  had occasion  to  
pass round th e  P o w d e r  M agazin e, w hen I  saw  in  th e  
com er o f one o f  th e  b u ttresses  o f  th e  o u te r  wall w h at I  
thought to  be a  heap o f  old cloth es. A s  w as n atu ral, I  
raised m y fo o t fo r  tn e  pu rp ose o f  tu rn in g  i t  over, when  
I  observed a  l i t t le  h an d . I  th e n  shook th e  ow ner o f  
that hand. H e  aw oke a n d  s ta rte d  to  h is  feet. H e  
look frightened, a n d  m ade as  th ou g h  he w ould run  
aivay, w hen I  stop p ed  hint, a n d  said, “ M y  lad  w hat 
brings you h ere , a n d  w h ere  do y o u  b e lo n g ?"  H e  said, 
Oh, m aster, do n o t  ta k e  m e  to  th e  police, and I  w ill te ll  
you all ab o u t w h ere  I  ca m e  from . I  am  so h u n g ry, and  
so cold, and h av e  n o w h ere to  g o . W h e n  y o u  shook m e  
I  was fest asleep, a n d  th o u g h t I  saw  m y m o th e r ; th a t  
she clasped m e in  h e r  a rm s and k issed  m e. O h , sir, i t  
was such a  b eau tifu l p lace . I  should have liked to  
have stayed th e re  f o r  ever. B u t  now y o u  have awoke 
®e, I  see i t  cou ld  on ly  h av e  been a  d ream  ; for I  have  
“ °  m other, n o  hom e, n o  frien ds. I  ra n  aw ay  from  th e  
ounbury School, a n d  d are n o t  re tu rn . I  know  n o t  
where to  go. I  su p p ose I  am  lo st. I  fe lt impossible to  
resist th e  boy's app eal. W h a t  have I  to  do w ith who 
or w hat th e  b o y  is , o r  w h ere  h e  com es from  ?  H e  is_ a  
human being in  d istress , a n d  ask s m e for th a t  relief  
which i t  is  in  my p o w er, a n d  con seq u en tly  my privilege,

to  give him. Y o u  called  him a  larrikin , and if  extern al  
app earan ces are  a  su re guide to  ch a ra cte r, G rim  certain ly  
belongs to  th a t species o f  animal.

B y -th o  bye, M ary , did M r. Cabin speak to  him ?
M .— N o . Y o u  d o n 't know  w h at a re lie f  i t  w as to  m e  

w hen he w as gone ; for I  was so afraid  he w ould ask  m e  
who G rim  was, b u t he never seemed to  n o tice  him

— Y o u  bring m e th e  things he has to  p u t on, and  
I  will go  and see  if  th e  boy has finished his bath.

I  w en t and firbidged up som e o f W illiam 's old things; 
b u t th e  very  id ea (a s  I  said to  him ) o f  pu tting his things  
on a  child te n  o r  eleven y ears  old. W ell, said W illiam , 
novor m i n d ; th ey  a re  clean. M y W illiam  is n o t w hat 
you w ould call a  big m an, by any m eans ; b u t w hen he  
brou gh t th a t child out o f  th e  bath-room  with those  
clothes on, I  was taken w ith such a  fit o f  lau g h ter th at  
W illiam  w as afraid I  should b rin g on hy sterics . Tbo  
su it was one o f  those com m on “ reach  m e down ” suits  
o f  sum m er tw eed, and th e  first tim e it  w anted washing 
i t  becam e so sh o rt and so narrow  th a t  W illiam  could  
n o t w enr i t  again . W e ll , sh o rt and narrow  as  th is suit 
o f  clothes w as for W illiam , p o or G rim  looked like a  
m arlingsn ike in a  sack -b ag. B u t  th e  p o or child looked 
clean  and sm elt sweet.

N ow , M ary , said W illiam , I  havo to  go to  tow n to-day, 
so you can se t G rim  to  holp you w ith an y  little  jobs  
ab o u t th e  place th a t  he will bo ab le  to  d o in his present 
muflled costu m e ; and first lo t him m ake a  fire in the  
gard en  and b u m  up his old clothes.

A s soon as  W illiam  was gone, N ow , G rim , I  said, 
b rin g o u t th o se  old things o f  you rs and le t  us have a  
bonfire in th e  garden.

I f  you please, m arm , shan’t  I  w an t th em  again ?

(T o  be continued.)
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“ C riticism  o f  th e  A p ostle P a u l."  5s . 6d.
“ G oethe’s  E lectiv e  Affinities.” 5s. 6d.
“ A rtificial Som nam bulism .”  6s. 6d.
“ B iograp hy o f  V . W oo d h u ll.” 6d.
“ D ialectical Society’s  B e p o rt.”
T he w hole o f  th e . w orks o f A  J .  D avis, com prising—  

“ N a tu re ’s  D ivine E e v e la tio n s ;”  “ T h e  G re a t H a r-  
m onia ; "  “  P re se n t A g e  and In n e r  L ife  ;”  “ Philosophy  
o f S p irit In terco u rse  ;” “ P e n e tra lia ;”  “ D eath  and th e  
A fte r  L ife  ;” “ F a t e  o f  a  Physician  A ra b u la ;”  “  S tellar  
K e y ;"  “ H arm on ial M a n ; “ Philosophy o f  Special 
P ro v id en ces ;” “ H isto ry  and Philosophy o f  E v il ;”  
“ A u to b io g rap h y ;” “ A pproaching C risis ; “ A n sw ers  
to  E v er-recu rrin g  Q uestions from  th e  P e o p le ;”  “ M o rn ­
in g  L e c tu re s ;”  “  H arb in g er o f  H e a l th ;” “  M em oran da  
o f Persons, P laces , and E v e n ts ; “ T h e  T em p le ; "  “ T he  
F o u n ta in ; Ac.

A lso, a  fresh  supply o f  B o ta n ic  M edicines.
W . H. T E B B Y , Spiritual and B efobm  B ook D epot, 

9 6  B u ssell' S treet, M elbourne.
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C o u n tr y  A g e n t«
Caetlem aine— H . B am ford , B u ll  S treet.
S a n d h u rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, H ig h  S tre e t.
Staw ell— M r. J a s .  C lark , S ta tio n e r , Ac.
Taradale— M r. C . W a rre n .
A delaide— W . H . M itch ell, N ew s A g en t, E x ch a n g e . 

A gente wanted f o r  all p a rte  o f  the Colony.

■  I I W I N G  M A O H I l f B g

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S  I  N  G  B  R  > S
N E W  N O I S E L E S S

LOCK-STITCH SEW ING MACHINE
T h e  B ee t  in  the W orld,

A t

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S T A N F O R D  <fe C O . ,

C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  &  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T  S 
M E L B O U R N E .

^ d w i f t i j r ç n r ç n t j s .

A U R E L I A  C O - O P E B A T I V E  A S S O C I A T IO N ,  

V e ry  Congenial to  Progressive Sp iritu alists. _ 
C ou n try  Frien d s requested  to  form  Social C om m ittees. 

A ddrese Secretary , ca re  o f  M r. T e r ry ,  9 6  R ueeell-et.,
fo r  information.

P H O T O - ^ l R T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(E stablished . 18541 ,
K x c c u t c  c o m m i s s i o n s  i n  n i l  s t y l e s  o f  P o r t r a i t u r e — P l a i n ,  c o l o u r e d ,  o r  M e z z o t i n t — o n  M o d e r a t e  T e r m s .  S p e c i m e n s  a t  a d d r e s s ,  

4  X  O O L L I N B  B T R B B T  B  A .  8  T

T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  M E C H A N I C  and J O U B N A L  
o f  S C I E N C E  and A R T , containing A rtic le s  co n tri­
buted by th e  m ost em in en t m en in th e  Colonies. P u b ­
lished M onthly, P rice  Sixpence. Clabson &  Massina, 
7 2  L ittle  C ollins-st., and all B ooksellers.

J.  T Y E R M A N
I s  p rep ared  to  L e c tu re  on  S p iritu alism  in  any part oi 
th e  colony. A d d ress—
U p to n  C o tta g e , B r i e r l y  S t r e e t ,  C a r l to n , M elb ourne.

T U 8T R E C E I V E D ,  e x  “ J .  M .  J o s h u a , ' '  “  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  D i a l e c ­
t s  t i c a l  S o c i e t y  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m , ”  1 6 s . ;  H o m e 's  " I n c i d e n t s  i n  m y  
L i f e  "  ( 2 n d  s e r i e s ) ,  1 1 s .  6 d . ;  “ H i n t s  f o r  t h e  E v i d e n c e s  o f  S p i r i t ­
u a l i s m ,— b y  M .  P „  3 s . ;  “ J e w i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  M o d e r n  E d u c a t i o n ,  
o r  t h e  U s e  a n d  M i s u s e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  i n  S c h o o l s : "  " R e l i g i o n  o f  L i f e ,  
b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  A l p h a ,  3 s .  6 d . ;  “ A  V o i c e  f r o m  t h e  G a n g e s , "  
s h o w i n g  t h e  t r u e  s o u r c e o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  6 b . 6 d . ;  “ R e n a n ' s  W o r k s ; "  
“  F i c h t e ' s  W o r k s , "  See., See. W .  H .  T e r b y , S p i r i t u a l  a n d  P r o g r e s ­
s i v e  B o o k  D e p o t ,  9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e l b o u r n e .

J O H N  R O S I E R

PREMIER S O O T  MANUFACTURER,
46 S W A N S T O N  STREET,

B E T W E E N  G A R T O N ’S  & R A I N B O W  H O T E LS  

A A E L B O T T R I S r E .

“ A r r i N i T T . ”
A T E A C H I N G  from  th e  Spirit-w orld, co n -  

■a a  corning th e  n e x t S ta te  o f E xisten ce . R e ­
ceived under Spirit-im pression by W illiam B owley- 
A  Book full o f  in terest and In stru ctio n . P rice , 2 s ., Cloth- 

W . H . T E R R Y , 9 6  R u ssell S treet, M elbourne.

S o l e  P a t e n t e e  o f  t h e  C a n t e r b u r y  B u c k l e  B o o t ,  r e s t o r e d  
a o o o r d l n g -  t o  A o t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  1 8 7 2 .

M RS. U N O 'S  NEW  PATENT ECONOMICAL
DOMESTIC WASHING TA BLE.

P R I C E S  I N  M E L B O U R N E :
O N L Y  3 Y 8 .  0 D. E A C H .

DBINO T1IE
C h e a p e s t  o f  a l l  W A S B I V O  M A C H I N E S .

O N  A N  E N T I R E L Y  N E W  P R I N C I P L E .

I f  t w o  T r e a t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  p r l o e  7 s .  6 d .  e x t r a .

I t  saves time, saves labour, save toon, saves f u e l ,  saves  
water, saveB th e  clothes, and washes th em  very c lea r  and  
q u ite  clean. N o  friction  is  em p lo yed : n o injurious  
chem icals a re  required : soap alone is  used and cold w ater. 
The Washing Apparatus without treetlee ie aU that ie essential: 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The treetlee are re­
quired where there ie no table.

P R I N T E D  T E S T I M O N I A L S  S E N T  F R E E  B Y  P 0 8 T .  

J A M E S  M o E W A N  &  C o ., E l i s a b e th  S t . .  M e lb o u rn e .

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.
From ad v ice«  reo elvo d  by t h e  J n n .  Mall, j .  h o s i e r  h u  t h e  p lesen re  to  lntl- 

m ato  t o  h U  n u m ero u s p a tro n s  t h a t  h o  h u  co m p le ted  a rra n g e m e n ts  w ith  hie 
L o n d o n  O orreep o n d en t t o  fo rw a rd  t h e  n e w ea t P a r is ia n  a n d L o n d o n  Fashions 
m o n th ly . J .  B .  w i l l  th e re fo r e  a lw a y s  b o  p rep ared  t o  p la c e  V i c t o r i a n  F a a h -  
t b o w m M  0n “  B,laal f o t r t t o «  w i th  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t .  a t  t h e  o th e r  side of

“  ’ TC1 TOURISTS A N D  PEO ES TN IAN I DENENAU.Y.
........V16 !*»? W e n d  o n e  c a n  t a k a  w i t h  h im  o n  a  t r a m p  ta a w e U .« t l n g « n d
r e u n d  p a i r  o f  B o o t s .  O f  s u c h  n o t h l  n g  a t  p r e s e n t  m a d e  a u rp a se e a  B o i l e r ’ *  
V ° u r  B o o t s .  A ll t h e  b e a t  p r in c ip le s  o f  J .  R / i  a t t a in m e n t s  in  t h e  a r t  o f 
B o o f - m i k l n g  a r e  la v ta h e d  u p o n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t io n . T h e  lo w  b r o a d  a n d  eub- 
9 5 ÿ  » t r a lg h t  .d l r e o t lo n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  t o e s ,  e u lta b lo  w id th  of 
s i h * 5  f ? d  d opl ! ‘ M  ‘ h e  r o o t«  o f  t h e  lU U e  t o e e  a r e  t h e  p r in c ip a l  p o in ta  o f 

p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  t h e  fo o t w h e n

t t ï i 0d“ u0Hr„ ÿ ht"e“ ' I l r e n g t h .  a m p ly  e u f f le ie n t  to e n s u r e * « *  
f a r t o i y a n d  e n d u r in g  w e a r .—P r ic e s  v a r y in g  f r o m  8 8 a .  a o o o rd ln g  t o  rty le*

• .  T N  THE LADIES.
• * L i ° S K  I »®*»1 a t t e n t io n  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  la d le »  w ea r, a i  re 

g flt. a n d  m a t a r t a O .  J .  tt. h a .  t h e  n la m u r e  t o  In t im a te  th a

s s ^ r d T d i S f n ew S ty le  of8hoeB
W a t o r p r o i ^ t a i n g f e t ? ^  “ d Pl“,d® H®0 * * -  H u n t i n g  a n d  J o o k e y  B o o le , 

. O r d e r «  f r o m  t h e  a d ja c e n t  C o lo n ic s  a t t e n d e d  t o  a «  u s u a l ,  a n d  forw arded
t o  mnf r e n tTh y *oo ao h £o r r a U  Dp ®o u n ‘ r y ® o m m » n ‘1»  also p u n c tu a lly  a tten d ed

I m p r o v e d  S t y l e .  F î t  G u a r a n t e e d .  No I n c r e a s e  i n  P r i c e .

N o te  t h e  A d d n w - 4 0  8 W A N 8 T 0 N  S T . .  .h a r td t a t a n o o  fr o m  T o w n  H«D 

( B E T W E E N  O A B T O N ’B  A N D  R A IN B O W  H O T E L « ) .

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  A C A D E M Y ,
C O R N E R  O F  N IC H O L S O N  &  G E R T R U D E  STS.,

FOB
Y ou n g Ladies and Y ou n g Gentlemen.

This Institution is Cohduoted by

K , .  I M :  - A .  I sT  2 S T  s

Assisted by Competent Teachers;  and is Established with

f c r A T 7111*  Whf *  18 fe lt to  be on e o f  Great W ants of the Age, namely, an E d u c a t i o n a l  E s t a b l i s h -  

m ent o f  a  S e c u l a r  C h a r a c t e r ,  not teaching any Creed nor 
D o gm a, but mculcatingprinciples of Morality, and culti­
vating a  true sense of Honor. Vacancies for Boarders 

T e r m s  M o d e ra te .
Prtepeatus forw ard ed  on  application  U  P rincipal ter S ° " M Office, 10« Bltaabeth Street, IM b g »  

a& M rtb S S S T ’ W' H' pnbltahed by him at S  Bn-ril Short


