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At  tho com m en cem en t o f  o u r  la s t volum e w e to ok  a  

retrospective view  o f  th e  p ro g ress  o f  Spiritualism  a n d  free  
thought, and p red icted  a n  in creased  ra tio  o f progress  

for tho fo rm er in  th e  fu tu re . O u r  p red iction s in  th is  
respect have been am p ly  verified, fo r  in no previous  

period has Spiritu alism  dem anded and obtained so m uch  
interest and a tte n tio n  as  i t  has d u rin g th o  la s t tw elve  
months. T h o r e p o r t  o f  th o  L o n d o n  D ialectica l S o ciety  

fell like a  bom bshell jim on gst th e  an tag o n ists  o f  th o  ph e­

nomenal facts , and , in sp ite  o f  a ll th a t  has o r can b o said  
to tho co n trary , th e  re p o r t  o f  C om m ittees 1 and 2  a re  
an absolute d em on stration  o f  th o  re a lity  and ob jectivity  

of the phenom ena.

The carefu l scientific exp erim en ts  o f  M r . Crookes^ 

F .R .S .; th e  testim o n y  o f  A lfred  W a lla ce  and S erg ean t  

C o x ; th e  p u blication  o f  B o b e r t  D a le  O w en’s D ebatable  

L a n d ;  and sev era l o th e r  first-class w o rk s bearin g on  

Spiritualism b y  T riib n er, T insley, and o th e r lead ing E n ­

glish publishers; th e  astou n d in g  p h ysical m anifestations  

occurring in  L o n d o n ; and , la s tly , th e  series o f  lectu res  

by the w ell-know n p o e t “  G erald  M a s s e y h a v e  kept 

Spiritualism  p rom in en tly  b efore  th e  B ritish  public, and  
tho evidences b ro u g h t t o  lig h t have som ew hat modified 

the to n e o f  som e o f  th e  li te ra r y  and scientific jou rn als  

towards it . T he W estm inster R eview , in review ing a  

recently published b o o k * a ttrib u te d  to  M r. L ew is, M .P .( 

deals w ith th e  su b ject in  a  fa ir  and im p artial sp irit, and 

counsels in vestigation . T h e  Q u arterly  J o u r n a l  o f  Science  

devotes te n  p ag es  t o  a  fa ir  a n d  im p artial review  o f  O w en s 

“  D ebatable L a n d ,”  a n d  u rg es  th e  n ecessity  o f  scientific 

investigation, an d  th e  rab id  op pon ents o f  Spiritualism  are  

m ore scurrilous and u n tru th fu l th a n  ev er, as  th e  grou nd  
passes from  u n d er th e ir  fe e t. T h e  p ro g re ss  in  V icto ria  

^ d  th e  ad jacen t colonies h as  bee n  equ ally  gratifying.

* Hints lor the Evidences of Spiritualism, by M. P.

T he Su nd ay serv ices, u n d er th e  ausp ices o f  th e  “ V icto rian  
A sso ciatio n  o f  P ro g ressiv e  S p iritu alists,”  a r e  well a tten d ­
ed , and , w ere  th e y  hold in  som e m ore ce n tra l place, 
w ould undoubtedly com m and still la rg er audiences. 

T h ereco n tp u b lic  discussions o f  Spiritualism  in M elb ourne  
drew  larg e  an d  a tte n tiv e  aud ien ces, w hose sym pathies  

w ere  decidedly favorable to  th e  subject, w hilst th e  s trik ­

in g  physical m anifestations a t  Castlem aino and S an d­
h u rst, and w ell-attested  in stances o f  th e  conveyance o f  

ponderable su b stan ces in to  closed room s, a re  co rro b o ra ­
tiv e  o f  sim ilar even ts record ed as o ccu rrin g  in o th er  
p arts  o f  th e  w orld . A  s tro n g  association  o f  Spiritu alists  
has been form ed a t  D unedin, w hero M r. J a s .  Sm ith ’s  
re ce n t v isit has given an  im petus to  th e  c a u s e ; b u t one  
o f  th e  m o st notable evidences o f  p rog ress is  th e  building  
and in au gu ration  o f  th e  first sp iritu al L y ceu m  in V icto ria  
— th e  “ Staw ell Sp iritu al L y ceu m ,”  a  full a cco u n t o f  
which ap p ears in tho p resen t issue. This is a n  epoch in 
tho ann als o f  V icto rian  Spiritualism . O u r Staw ell 
friends have th e  cred it o f  being th e  first in th o  Sold, b u t  
wo have reason to  believe th a t  th e ir  good exam ple will 
bo v e ry  sh o rtly  followed in o th er d istricts. I t  is p ro ­
bable th a t b y th e  tim e ou r n e x t issue is read y wo shall 
have am on g st us th a t talon ted  le c tu re r  and earn est  
Spiritu alist, M r. J .  M . Peeb les. W o  th in k  tho ground  
is read y for th o  seed  w hich ho will sow. T he increasing  

dem and for spiritual new s has n ecessita ted  th e  en larg e­

m en t o f th is p ap er. W h e n  we first s ta rte d  (tw o  y ears  
sin ce) th e  ou tside public had li ttle  confidence in th e  
stability  o f  th e  su b ject o f which w e w ere th e  local expon­
en ts, and th e re  w ere n o t a  few within o u r  ow n ran k s who 
doubted th e  possibility o f  establishing a  jo u rn al whose  

leading featu re  w ould be th e  then, and to  som e e x te n t  

still, unpopular sub ject o f  Spiritualism , b u t we h ad hope  
and confidence from  th e  first th a t a  philosophy based  
upon tru th  and facts , m u st inevitably p rog ress, and th e  
resu lt has justified  ou r exp ectation s. W ith  th is  num ber 
th e  H a rb in g e r  o f  L ig h t  is  p erm an en tly  en larg ed  to  six­
teen  pages, a n d  w e tr u s t  th a t  a n o th er y e a r  w ill b rin g  

w ith i t  th e  n ecessity  fo r  a  still fu rth e r exten sion  o f  ita 
size and usefulness. W h ile  w e fee l g ra tefu l fo r  th e  
sup port o u r  effort has received , and fo r  th e  favorable  
n o tices o f  both th e  E n glish  and A m erican  press, w e w ould  
u rge  up on ou r friends th e  n ecessity  and d u ty  o f  circu la­
tin g  th e  H a rb in g e r  a s  w idely as  possible, an d  th ereb y  
aid in  dispelling th e  erron eou s im pressions th a t  a re  

abroad in  re sp e ct to  o u r  philosophy.
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H o w  m uch would T ru th  be forw arded, and m an gain 
g ro u n d  in T ru th fu l know ledge, if  th e  p ractice  o f  th e  
jo u rn alist, were to  encou rage free discussion on popular 
and useful to p ics \for tihe purpose o f  com m u nicating o r  
elicitin g T ru tn , ra th e r  th an  for th e  sake o f  gaining the  
v icto ry  in an arg u m en t upon an y  disputed p o in t ; a  
jo u rn al w ould th en  be w h at i t  should be from  th e  nam e  
i t  bears ; a  tru th fu l reco rd  o f  public opinion ; f o r 'i f  the  
jo u rn al o f  a  m erch an t be supposed to  be a  tru th fu l  
re co rd  o f  th e  daily tran sactio n s o f  th e  firm, how m uch  
m ore should th ese  journals o f  th e  th ou g h ts o f  m en  con­
tain  tru th fu l m inu tes o f  th e  variou s opinions held by  
m en.

So long however, as one m an having m oney, o r  any  
o th e r pow er a t  his com m and, which enables him  to  buy  
th e  in tellectu al g ift o f  his fellow m an, and, bv su ch  pur­
chase, give his single opinion to  th e  w orld, th ro u g h  th e  
pens o f  m en o f h igher cu ltu re , and opposite an d  in m ost 
cases m ore advanced knowledge, so lo n g  will i t  be im ­
possible for th e  w orld to  know, e ith er in th e  p resen t 
generation , o r in those fu tu re  gen eration s, which shall sit 
in ju d g m en t on th e  p resen t, as  w e do on  th e  p a s t ; so 
lo n g  will i t  be im possible to  ju d ge o f th e  tr u e  s ta te  o f  
civilization a t  which th e ir  gen eration  has arrived, for 
whilo th e  edu cational prejudices o f  a  few m en, who hold 
such positions ns m ake i t  a  p ecu n iary  n ecessity  to  por-

Cetunto th ese prejudices bo th ey  never so absurd , aided  
y  sufficient pow er to  do so, th en  so long m u st ignorance  

ap p ear to  bo in th e  ascondant, th e  voice o f  th e  highly  
talen ted  is forced in to  silence, w hile ig n o ran t clam our  
m akes itse lf  heard, strivin g to ridicule th a t  which it  
can n ot disprove and doing an  incalculable injustice to  
th e  gen eration  in which i t  is allow ed to  b e a r sway.

N ev er perhaps w as such a  s ta te  o f  things m ore to  bo 
re g re tte d , th an  in th e  p resen t ora , fo r  in th e  cen tu ries  
th a t are  past, m en’s minds w ore m o re  on  a  level, and  
only when som o g ian t m ind, (a  g ia n t b ecau se o f  its  
r a rity )  arose from  th e  mass, and m ade itse lf  h eard  by  
reaso n  o f  its speciality , w ore m en  m uch m oved beyond  
th o  oven ten o r o f  th e ir  w ay. Su ch m en w ere  n o t  so 
m uch ty p es  o f  th eir generation , as th e y  w ere forerun ners, 
foreshadow ers o f  fu tu re  eras  ; th e y  w ere types o f  w h at 
all m en m ight bo, and it  is as  absurd to  ca ll th a t  a  
golden age, in which such m en could be specialized, as it  
would be to  ca ll th is a  dark era , because th e  m ass of  
m ediocre m en, are  o f  sufficient cu ltu re , an d h av e sufficient 
power, to  keep som ew hat in th e  shade, and for a  tim e  
stifle tho hoaven-bom  voice o f th o  m en o f p rogress, and  
o f progressive science.

T o  re tu rn  to  ou r statem en t, th a t  su ch  a  s ta te  o f  
things as pertain to  tho journalism  o f th e  day, is m ore 
p articu larly  to  bo re g re tte d  now th an  a t  an y  form er  
p e rio d ; i t  is so because m en, in fu tu re  ages, will point 
to  th e  evidences o f  jo u rn alistic  lite ra tu re , as  being tho  
opinions o f  th e  m ass o f  learned m en o f high class in tel­
lectu ality , w hereas nothing can be m ore e rro n e o u s ; too  
m any w riters fo r  th e  periodicals o f  th e  day, sell th eir  
abilities to  th e  highest bidder, to ta lly  indifferent as  to  
w h eth er th ey  a re  w riting in th o  cau se o f  T ru th  o r  E rro r ,  
in m any instances w ithout having tak en  th e  trou ble to  
consider w hether, tho one side o r o th e r o f  th e  question  
b e  th e  tru e  one ; such m en m ay be clev er w riters , b u t  
scarcely  can be considered as  c lever th in k ers ; i f  th ey  
a re  th ey  have a  double ch arg e  to  answ er, for th e y  belie  
th e  sta tu s  o f  th e  ag e  th ey  live in.

P erh ap s no g re a te r  p ro o f o f a  nation s’ o r  a  peoples’ 
civilization can  be given th an  th e  variety  o f new th oughts  
w hich arise  in th e  m inds o f th e  th ink ers and w hether  
th ese be m ere  speculations o r tru th fu l deductions from
o th e r and m ore dem onstrably ascertained d ata  m atters  
n o t 5 i t  show s th a t th e  in tellectu al organization o f  th at  
peo p le o r  n atio n  has been quickened, and its  v itality  
should be encou raged, and fostered , n o t repressed : had  
ev ery  n ew  th ou g h t which has been given to  m an b y th eir  
d arin g , b ecau se su p erior fellow  beings, been abandoned, 
m erely  b ecau se  o th ers o f  a  less progressed  sta tu s  had  
lau g h ed  a t ,  an d  ndiouled Buch ideas ; w here now w ould  
hftve been y o u r suspension bridges, yo u r steam -ships  
y o u r  railw ays and y o u r aerial ships, o r  yo u r telegrap hs?  
w h at w ould th e  w isest o f  y o u r forefathers have saul to  
th e  e le c tr ic  clock , m u ch  less  to  th e  e lectric  cable ?

I t  is plainly th e n  th e  d u ty  o f  a  jo u rn a list, i f  he would 
be th e  tru th fu l exp o n en t o f  th e  m inds o f  men, in hia 
ow n gen eration , to  e n co u rag e  th e  expression o f every 
new th o u g h t, ra th e r  th a n  t o  re p re ss  i t ; and while he is 
a t  p erfect lib erty  to  e ic lu d e  a ll su b je c ts  which in hia 
opinion savour o f  th e  rid icu lo u s, and th e  unprofitable, 
y e t  w hen ho does ad m it a n y th in g  new , and to the 
g en eral read er som ew h at s ta r tlin g  to  h is previous and 
m ay be cherished beliefs, i t  should be criticised with 
cou rtesy , and d eferen ce  to  th e  w rite rs  o f  such opinions; 
and w hile ho adm its th e  free ly  spok en th o u g h ts  o f  those 
holding to  on e side o f an y  su b ject, ho should as freely 
ad m it th e  th o u g h ts  exp ressed  b y th e  op pon ents o f  such 
th eories ; his ow n opinions w hen exp ressed , should' be 
cou rteo u s and deferen tial to  b o th  ; a n d  while maintain­
in g  his tr u e  sen tim en ts w ith boldness, a n d  honesty, he 
should do so in su ch  a  m an n er as  to  c o u rt  free  discussion, 
ra th e r  th a n  by a  frivolous, an d  flip pant-foot note, put. 
tin g  an  end to  both.

W e  m u st ov er b e a r in  m ind th a t  m an is -a  progressiva, 
being, from  h is crad le  to  his g ra v e , and th a t  th is is true 
both as  reg ard s m an  as  an  in dividual, and as  a  race ; 
th a t his p ro g ress  m ay be e ith e r  h asten ed , o r retarded, 
by th e  accid en tal c ircu m stan ces  w hich surround him. 
I lo n ce  i t  is  n o sign o f a  m an ’s w eakness, n o p ro o f of his 
w an t o f  ju d g em en t, i f  w e find him  occasion ally  changing 
his o p in io n s; lo t th o  m o st h ig h ly  cu ltiv ated  m an ask 
him self how m any tim es he oh anged h is mind from 
in fan cy to  m anhood, from  m anhood to  old age , before he 
a tta in ed  to  his p re se n t con v ictio n s ? i f  h e  be wise, 
and tru th fu l he m u st an sw er, im possible to  num ber, 
an d  by th a t w isdom  on ly  to  bo gain ed  from  p ast ex­
p erien ce, h e  know s w ell, t h a t  sh ou ld  he live another' 
th reesco re  y ears  and te n , h e  w ould  doub tless change 
m an y o f th ose ho now  holds, o fto n er th an  i t  would' 
ap p ear wiso to  do, in  th e  op in ion  o f  th e  b o or who never 
rem em b ers to  have h ad tw o  opinions upon any subject. 
I t  is  n o p ro o f o f  a  m an ’s  sa n ity , to  refu se  to  alter his 
opinions on  good grou nds, w h ich  h ad n o t before pre­
sen ted  them selves to  his n o t ic e ;  an d  rem em ber, that 
how ever highly cu ltiv a ted  m an  m ay  b e ; h e  does not 
know  a ll th a t  n a tu re  holds ip  h e r  g rasp  ; and which she 
jealou sly  gives up on ly  in J i t t l e s ; w ere  she to  give out 
to o  profusely , she w ould overw h elm  h e r  pupil, and con­
fusion w ould be th e  r e s u l t ; th e re fo re  w hen a  mam 
declares to  th e  w orld th a t  he h as d iscovered  a  new law 
in n atu re , ho has b ro u g h t to  lig h t an  o ld  law , which haB 
been aw aitin g th e  m ind t h a t  cou ld  u n rav el i t ,  from the 
b eginn in g o f  tim e ; and th e  d u ty  o f  th e  jou rn alist, is toi 
in terro g ate  h is  view s, know ing th a t  in  such a  case he 
m u st have been closely  in v estig a tin g  th e  subject, and 
w h eth er ho h as read  th e  rev elatio n  co rre c tly  o r  not, can 
only be proved b y  fu rth e r  research , eacn  fresh mind' 
b ro u g h t to  b o ar upon it , is  lik ely  to  th ro w  som e fresh 
lig h t upon it ;

L o t  each  m an re s p e c t th e  th o u g h ts  o f  a ll o th e r men. 
a n d  rem em ber, th a t  th e y  a re  all th e  w ork in gs o f  a  faculty 
im planted by o n e  allw ise G o d  a n d  F a th e r .

W h e n  a  m an  p resen ts  y o u  w ith- som ething which' 
belongs to  y o u r p ast e x p erien ce , and w hich you have- 
re jected , o r  m odified by fu r th e r  re se a rch , gen tly  tell 
him  so ; i f  h e  be w ise, h e  w ill a c ce p t y o u r reason for no 
lo n g er believing i t ,  an d  w ill h im self fu r th e r  investigate  
i t  by th e  aid  o f  suoh lig h t a s  you m ay: h av e  th row n upon- 
i t ; in  like m an n er re ce iv e  an y  new  in form ation in a 
sim ilar s p ir it^  m o re  re a l T ru th  w ould  be elicited  in this, 
w ay, during one y e a r , th a n  h as been p ossib le during any 
c e n tu iy  th a t h as  p receded th e  p r e s e n t o n e ; especially if  
w e ta k e  in to  con sid eration  th e  m asses o f  people who. 
w ould be elev ated  by such, a  co u rse , an d  becom e a  lever 
pow er for th e  fu tu re . I f  suph a  co u rse  is  essential for 
th e  p riv a te  individual, how  m u ch  m o re  n ecessary  is  it a» 
as  a  ru le  fo r  th e  jo u rn a list, w ere  suoh a n  enlightened 
p ra c tice  to  hecom e gen eral, a n d  fre e  discussion th e  law,, 
n o t th e  e x ce p tio n : T ru th  w ould have, n o th in g  to  fear. 
T ru th  is  th e  ty p e  o f  Jeh o v ah , and o f  H is  w orks, and like 
its  g re a t p ro to ty p e , can  n e v e r  suffer, from  investigation. 
T ru th  will stan d  ev ery  t e a t w h a t  w ill n o t, is ,n o t Truth, 
b u t a  fictitio.ua. sem b lance ? a n d  i f  J o u r n a ls  a re  to do 
reco rd s o f  tr u th , and- jo u rn alists ,, cham pions o f  trutfi! 
th en  m u st jou rn alism  b e  a- sy stem  o f  fearless, and truth* 
fu l discussion ; as  broad as  N a tu r e  ; asp irin g as  high as
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tho author o f  N a tu re , an d  divin g in to  th e  d eep est p ro ­
fundities o f  N a tu re 's  s e cre ts  ; w h eth er o f  th e  m aterial  
world o r o f m ind.

(Tho above A rtic le  w as w ritte n  im pressionally, by a  
J .  who h ad n ev er s tu d ied  th o  su b je ct i t  tre a ts  
upon.— E d. H .  L.~]

i ^ O T O a ^ o n d e n t s .

Communications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l  should he 
plainly written, a n d  as concise a s  possible.

S C I E N C E  v. S P I R I T U A L I S M .

TO TH E ED ITO R OF TH E H ABBD JOEB OF LIO H T .

S ib ,— I  w as o n e  o f  th o se  who atten d ed  th o  la te  
disputations b etw een  M r . B la i r  and M r. T y e rm a n  on  
tho sub ject o f  S p iritu alism , and I  m u st sa y , th o u g h  I  
know very li ttle  a b o u t i t ,  I  cou ld  n o t help th ink in g th a t  
M r. B lair, n o tw ith stan d in g  his assertio n s to  th o  co n ­
trary allowed o n  a m o u n t o f p reju d ice  and su p erstitio n  
in dealing w ith i t  w h ich  did li ttle  c ro d it to  his learn ed  
and scientific p reten sion s. M r . B la ir  acco rd in g  to  his 
■own statem en t h as  n e v e r  m ad e  a  p ra c tica l in v estig ation  
of any o f  th e  p h enom en a o f  sp iritu alism  ; how th en  can  
h e  prosume to  g ive a n y  opinion in ro g a rd  to  th em  ? 
H o says th a t  i f  w e a cce p t th e  teach in g s o f  Spiritualism  
wo should a t  on ce  s h u t u p  o u r  lib raries, b u rn  ou r books 
and close ou r C om m on Sch ools, b u t I  re p ly , s ir , th a t  if  
we are  n o t to  in v e stig a te  th ese  p h enom en a in a  
scientific m anner, w e should a t  o n ce  refrain  from  stu d y ­
ing all th e  o th e r  p h enom en a o f  n atu re . I  believe th at  
M r. B lair p laces S p iritu alism  am on g w h at a r e  called  
“ black a rts , I  am  su rp rised  in  th eso days o f  p rog ress  
to hear anyone ta lk  o f  “ black a r ts .” W o  know  th a t  in 
anciont tim es th e  p ra c tice  o f  th e se  a r ts , w h atev er th ey  
wore, was forb id den, b u t th e  in jun ction  aro se  from  
motives o f  policy r a th e r  th a n  ot m orality , and wo have 
evory roason fo r  b elievin g th a t  th eso “ black a r ts  ” as  
thoy a re  te rm ed , w e re  n o th in g  m ore th a n  a rts  which  
woro n o t gen erally  kn ow n n o r  un derstood . B u t  M r. 
Blair is evidently B u p erstito u s; he boliovos in S atan ic  
agoncy, and w hen th e  p h enom en a o f  Spiritu alism  aro  
brought u n d er h is  n o tice , in stead  o f  exam ining th em  
fairly and scien tifically  to  see  w h eth er o r  n o t som e new ly  
discovered n a tu ra l fo rces  have been developed ho stand s  
aghast, and sh rin k s in  h o rro r  from  th em  as  an  unholy  
and unclean th in g . S p iritu alism  claim s I  believe to  
givo us a  new  rev ela tio n . I t  m ay  do so ; wo know  th a t  
spiritual tru th s  have on ly  b een  grad u ally  rovoalod from  
tim e to  tim e , as  th e  h u m an  r a c e  becam e p rep ared  for  
thorn, and p erh ap s a  h ig h er revelation  has still to  bo 
made. B u t  p u ttin g  aside th is  view o f  th o  caso  I  say  
th a t all th e  p h enom en a o f  n a tu re  m ay b o law fully in­
vestigated, and th a t  to  den y th e ir  ex isten ce  w ithout 
enquiry is in  th e  h igh est degree irration al.

I  am , &c.
D E L T A .

T H E  S A N D H U R S T  S P IR I T -H A N D  A N D  T H E  
M E L B O U R N E  P U B L I C  D I S C U S S IO N .

“ At  another sitting each person in the circle who wore a ring had 
it gently removed by a  spirit-hand, the hand being seen afterwards 
with all tho rings on its fingers, and after displaying itself by turn­
ing about, shomng the back and palm two or three times, inverted 
itself, arid cast the rings upon the table."—"Incidents o f  my Life," 
by D. D. Home.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Si r — R eferrin g  t o  th e  p u b lic  discussion betw een th e  
B ev. M r . T y erm an  an d  M r. B la ir , i t  o ccu rs  to  m e th a t  
the tru th  o f  S p iritu alism  m ig h t h av e  been m o re  distinctly  
dem onstrated h ad  th e y  narrow ed  th e  issu e  to  th e  tru th  
° r  otherw ise o f  th e  o n e fa c t , viz— w as th e  specified 
epirit-hand seen  a t  S an d h u rst o r  n o t  ?  T h a t o n e  fact  
decided in  th e  affirm ative upon evidence w ould (acco rd -  
io g  to  th e  d icta te s  o f  re a so n  an d  com m on sense) ten d  to

-------- -  - -  - -  -  - ' ” r a n d
quee-

io g  to  th e  d icta te s  o f  re a so n  an d  com m on sense) ten  
«•tablish th e  t r u t h  o f  sp iritu al p resen ce , visibly  
* -« v e ly  am on g u s , an d  ffcrf I  believe i r t h e  whole q

T h ere w ere a  n u m b er o f  w itnesses who saw  it , and if  
th ey  would allow  th e ir  nam es, add resses, and vocations, 
to  ap p ear in  prin t as w itnesses o f  th e  phenom enon, such  
evidence would toll w ith g re a te r  w eight upon th e  m asses  
th a n  all th e  re s t o f tho m a tte r  adduced a t  th e  discussion. 
I  8uogesti th erefore, th a t you apply to  th e  chairm an o f  
th e  circle  for such inform ation, and w ith th e ir  per­
m ission, publish it, a t  tho foot o f  th is le tte r.

T he m asses disbelieve because th e  press and tho pul­
p it havo befooled th em , th a t su ch a  phenom enon, and such  
phenom ena, a re  incredibly extrao rd in ary . I f  th e y  would 
re fe r  to  tho variou s sp iritu al jo u rn als, and o th e r sp irit­
u alistic lite ra tu re , th e y  would find th a t e x a ctly  th o  sam e  
phenom ena have been w itnessed in la te  y e a rs , ab o u t a  
million tim es before, by w itnesses o f  ordinary tru stw or- 
th iness. I f  wo couple th is fa c t with th e  additional 
re p o rt o f  an o th er illu stratio n  o f  th e  s a m e  p h e n o m e n a  it 
w ould req u ire  m ore cred u lity  to  disbelieve th an  to  be­
lieve, th e  p erfect tru th  o f  th e  fact o f  th e  w itnesses having  
seen, w h at th e y  a v er th ey  saw.

I  am , S ir,
Y o u r  obdt. Servant, 

C A L D E C O T T .

T H E  S A N D H U R S T  S P IR I T -H A N D .

TO TH E ED ITO R OF TH E H ARBIN G ER OF LIO H T.

S ib —-A s som o d o u b t has boon throw n b y o u r  oppo­
n en ts  upon m y stato m on t with referen ce  to  a  spirit-hand  
having been seen  a t  o u r  circle , I  beg, in th e  in terests  o f  
tru th , to  forw ard  for publication in th e  n e x t issue o f tho  
H a rb in g e r  th e  subjoined docum ent. I  m ay add th a t I  
did n o t see th e  arm  and hand m yself, m y atten tio n  hav­
in g  been a tt ra c te d  to  th o  involuntary m ovem ent o f  th e  
yo u n g  m edium 's arm  and to  tho half-crow n, which tho  
w hole circle , including m yself, saw fall in to  h er open  
hand. T he lam p w as burning brightly a t  th e  tim e, and  
th e  half-crow n appeared to  us all, to  fall from  th e  coiling  
in  a  so r t o f  zig-zag form . O ne o r  tw o saw also a  w hite  
cloud above h o r, w hilst thoso who havo signed below  
saw  th o  arm  and hand quito plainly, althou gh only visible 
for a  m om ent o r  tw o. I  m ay also s ta te  th a t tho fullest 
relianop m ay bo placed  on  th o  v eracity  o f th o se  signing.

Y o u rs  ever,
T H E  C H A IR M A N .

W e , th o  un dersign ed m em bers o f  th e  S an dh urst circle, 
h ereb y  beg to  co rro b o ra te  in every  p articu lar  th e  s ta te ­
m en t w hich ap p eared  in th o  H a rb in g er  fo r  J u ly , resp ect­
in g  th e  ap p earan ce  (p lain ly  visible to  u s ) o f  a  beautifully- 
shaped sp irit a rm  and hand, b e tw ixt th e  ceilin g and the  
m eaium . T h o lig h t w as bu rn in g b rightly  on  tho con tre  
o f th e  tab le  a t  th o  tim e, and tho phenom enon appeared  
draped, and w as c le a rly  seen  by u's. I t  app eared  to  bo 
th e  arm  and h an d o f  a  fem ale. W e  w ere n o t in any  
w ay deceivod, and profor to  bolieve th e  evidence of ou r  
senses to  an y th in g  which th o se  who w ere n o t p resen t 
m ay  choose to  say  to  th o  con trary , 
f  W d lm . J n o .  M a b t e l l .
San dh urst, E m m a  C a t t b a n .

1 7 th  A u g u st, 1 8 7 2 . J o s e p h  W il l ia m s .
------------o -----------

T H E  D E A N  O P  M E L B O U R N E , versus  L O R D  
A D A R E  A N D  L O R D  L I N D S A Y .

CONTRA.
“ That Lord Lindsay in his sober senses should have imagined 

that he saw a man wafted in and out of a window, when he was 
not, is only a degree less wonderful, than that Mr. Home should 
have performed tho exploit, and it would be a  disgrace to our in­
telligence if we woro to lot such things pass without a close and 
searching examination."— “ Spiritism,"  by the Dean of Melbourne, 
Page 6.

PRO.
“ All that wo can say is, that these manifestations appear to us 

to be in the highest dogroe improbable, but here we are met by 
the evidence that improbable or not, they have taken 
place. W e are narrowed into this alternative, that either Mr. 
Home is an imposter, or that spiritualism is true. W e must also 
note the strangeness of tho fact, that Mr. Home has never been 
detected, if  indeed he is an imposter. To raise himself to a  hori­
zontal position near tho ceiling, to play tones upon guitars to ., 
these would require elaborate machinery. But these things have 
been done in palones, and private houses, n  every part of Europe.
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If  we believe Mr. Home to be an impostor, we shall have to sup­
pose that a number of noblemen and gentlemen have knowingly 
aided the deceit.”— Incidents of My Life, B. D, D. Home, p. 34.

I t  is assuming the negative in advance; it is a taking for granted 
that'the phenomena in question are curious only, nnd speculative 
in their character, hauling to nothing solid and of value, and can­
not possibly establish ultra-mundane interference. If  they do 
establish such interference, he must be a hardy, or reckless man 
who shall ask. “ Where is the good ? ” * * * . . . .

And he must be a sceptic past saving, who has critically ex­
amined the phenomena in question, without reaching the conclu­
sion, that, how innccuratoly soever they may have been interpreted 
until now, our best powers of reason are worthily taxed to deter­
mino their exact character.— Footfalls on the Boundary of Another 
World, by K. I). Owen. Pages 8. 15.

TO  T 1IE  E D IT O R  O P T O E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

S ir ,— A s you can n o t find spneo in y o u r Septem ber 
num ber for my second and th ird  le tte rs  upon th e  sub­
je c t  o f  “ Tho D ean o f  M elbourne and M odern M iracles,”  
I  con trib u te a  sh o rt lo tto r referrin g  to  th e  above q u ota­
tio n  from  tho D ean 's pam phlet.

Tho D ean will find in  M r. H o m e’s w ell-know n book  
(In cid en ts  o f  my life) acco u n ts  given (chiefly by o th ers)  
o f  about tw en ty  in stances o f M r . H om e’s levitations be­
fore  w itnesses o f  th e  highest stand in g—  as  th is book  
w as published nine y ears  b ack , i t  ca n n o t in clud e tho  
levitations o f  la te  y ears— u n d er thoso circu m stan ces, it 
m u st su rely  bo a  w rong ju d gm en t on  tho p a r t o f  th e  
D ean , to  ju d go  n tw en ty -first rep etition  o f  th o  sam e p h e­
nom ena, a  dogroo m ore w onderf ul than tho supposition  
o f  deceived im aginings on  th e  p a r t o f  L o rd  A d are  and  
L o rd  Lindsay.

I  say  in  all reason and com m on sense ho o u g h t on  th e  
co n tra ry , to  have ju d ged  th e  un p reced en ted  deceived  
im aginings o f  th ese  tw o L o rd s, a  v ast degree m ore won­
derful, th a n  one m ore o f  M r. H o m e’s ord in ary , and pre- 
cedented levitations.

T he levitations h ad often been borne w itness to  be­
fo re , b u t no o n e  has b o rn e w itness to  an y  deceived  
im aginings in roforonco to  such phenom ena, th e  reco rd s  
o f which had n o t only been in publication , b u t in  larg e  
circu lation  for nine years.

T he D ean  m ost assu red ly conveys to  th o  m ind o f  th e  
orth odox, (w ho know no b e tte r )  th o  false im pression, 
th a t  M r. H om o w as n o t lev itated  b u t th a t  th e  w itnesses  
m ade an un accou n tab le  m istake. I s  th is  m isrep resen ta­
tio n  o f  th e  tru th , justifiable on  th e  D oan’s p art, un der  
th e  circu m stan ces o f  op p ortu n ities for learn in g  tho  
tru th , during th e  la s t nine y e a rs  ?

I s  n o t tho D ean  in th e  position o f  th o  b a rris te r  who 
addresses th e  co u rt, un acquainted w ith th o  leading facts  
which co n stitu te  th o  tu rn in g  point, and seal th e  fa te  o f  
th e  case.

A ll perversion o f  th e  tru th , m u st do h arm  ; a ll elu ci­
dation o f  th e  tru th  m u st do good. W h e n  th o  laity  
th u s  find such g ro at e rro rs  in  th e  fa cts  and figures o f  
th e  clergy , th e y  will bo lik ely  w ith good reason to  sus­
p e c t serious e rro r  in th e  an ti-sp iritu alistic  calculation s  
and deductions o f  th ose clergym en who a re  so m u ch  out 
in im p o rtan t fa cts  if  w ron g in th o  supposition o f  e x is t­
e n ce  o r otherw ise o f  such fa cts  o f  hu m an levitation, why  
n o t equally w rong in  a ll th a t  belongs to  th e ir  origin, 
design, and good o r  bad effects ?  T h e  foregoin g ob ser­
vations reflect so severely on  th e  sound ju d g m en t o f  th e  
D ean , th a t  th e  m ost ch aritab le  view  to  ta k e  o f  th e  
m a tte r  w ill be, to  suppose th a t he w as n o t aw are o f th e

Krevious levitations o f which I  have spoken, and which  
e w ill find in  th e  following pages o f M r. H om e’s book, 

6 2 ,  6 6 , 1 7 2 ,1 9 2 ,  2 0 4 , 2 1 1 ,  2 2 0 , 2 2 5 , 2 3 0 ,  2 0 0 , 2 0 4 , 2 0 5  
2 6 7 , 2 7 2 ,3 0 5 .  ,  - -  ’

H a d  th e  D ean  re a d  th'Sse passages, tw o advantages  
w ould have followed. I n  th e  first p lace ho w ould n o t  
h av e m isled th e  public b y  th a t  u n scrip tu ra l folly of 

'  answ erin g a  m a tte r  before hearing it , and in  th e  second

?la c e  h e  w ould have placed him self in a  position to  say  
A cte 2 8  ch ap ter, 9  v erse) “  W e  find no evil in th is  m an  

b u t i f  a  sp irit, o r  an  an gel h ath  spok en to  him , l e t  us  
n o t figh t a g a in st G od.”

I  am , sir,
T o u r  obdt. S ervan t.

W.
P .S .— I n  c a se  th e  D ean  o f M elb ou rn e should th in k  

M r. H o m e’s  b o o k  ben eath  h is n o tice  I  e x tr a c t  fo u r lines  
from  th e  8 7 th  p ag e , 2n d  voL, “  T h e  L ite ra ry  Tim es'

M a rch  2 1 s t  1 8 6 3  said . “  I n  con clu sion  w e have but to 
s ta te  th a t  should th e  ‘  In c id e n ts  in m y L ife  ’ be a true 
and hon est book, i t  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o st im portan t » . . l 
ev er p resen ted  to  th e  w o rld .” *  o rtl

------------o------------

S O U T H  A U S T E A L I A ,

A d ela id e , A u g u st  16M , 1872.

T h e r e  is b u t li ttle  to  r o p o rt  fro m  th is  neighborhood. 
I t  w as ru m ou red  th a t  a n  asso cia tio n  to  investigate Snir 
itualism  w as to  be fo rm ed , b u t  u p  to  th e  tim e a t  which I 
w rite I  have h eard  o f  n o th in g  definite being dono, but 
am  u n d er th e  im pression  th a t  stoiis w ill be taken to ex­
am ine th o  qu estion  an d  decid e w h eth er Spiritualism is 
from  heaven o r  o f  m an .

W o  a ro  o xp ectin g  to  re ce iv e  a  v isit from  M r. Tyerman 
and I  think th a t  w ere h o to  co m e h e re  ho would find 
th a t  th e re  is a  la rg e  n u m b er o f  peop le in  th is  placo sufli- 
cien tly  in terested  in  th e  m a tte r  to  listen  to  his lecture* 
up on th e  question . O f  co u rse  th e re  is  p len ty  o f  preju- 
dico h ero  w hich w ould e n g o n d cr op position , b u t perhaps 
th a t  w ould b e  th e  v e ry  th in g  to  assist th e  progress of 
th o  w ork . A ll I  hope is  th a t  M r. T y erm an  will make 
u p  his m ind to  p ay  us a  v isit, an d  w e shall see how far 
S o u th  A u stra lia  will a ssist th e  p ro g ress  o f  Spiritism. 
Som e in to re st has b een  fe lt in  th o  m a tte r  on  account of 
tho daily  R e g is te r  re p rin tin g  verbatim  th e  garbled  roport« 
o f  th o  A rg u s  a b o u t th e  T y e rm a n  v. B la ir  discussion, but 
I  am  pleased to  see  th a t  m an y peop le h ad  senso enough 
to  see  th a t  th e  A rg u s  w as p reju d iced  in th e  m atter, and 
th a t  th e  re p o rts  p u b lish ed  w ere assisted  by th a t preju­
dice . I  do n o t  th in k , ho w ever, th a t  th e  R egister  ¡b in 
an y  w ay  preju d iced  in  th o  qu estion  in  reprinting from 
th e  A rg u s ,  b u t sim ply to o k  th e  on ly  available report. 
T h o A rg u s  is th e  only M elb o u rn e  daily  paper th at is 
s e n t h ero , and so I  suppose th e  R e g is te r  a i d  th e  best it 
could , for th o  p ress h e re , w ith a ll i ts  fau lts— and they aro 
m an y— u su ally  g ive a ll p a rtie s  fa ir  p l a y ; and if  thoy 
m isrep resen t a n y  on e, u su ally  th ro w  o p en  th e ir  columns 
to  c o r re c t  a n y  fa lse  im p ression s th a t  m ay have been 
form ed.

L a s t  S a tu rd ay ’s G aw ler B u n g i p ,  o n e  o f  th e  oldest 
co u n try  p a p e rs  in  th e  colony, published a  long letter 
from  a n  anonym ou s co rresp o n d en t, in  w hich tno riBO, 
p ro g ress , an d  p re se n t con d ition , o f  m odern  Spiritism 
w ero briefly d e ta ile d ; and as M r . T y e rm a n ’s namo was 
m entioned a  co p y  h as b een  s e n t  t o  him , a n d  you will bo 
ab le to  see  w h eth er o r  n o th o  le t te r  re fe rre d  to  is worth 
criticisin g . I t  is  w ritte n  in a  fa ir  sp irit, evidently by 
on e h altin g  b etw een  tw o opinions, a n a  ab le  and willing 
to  g ive to  a ll sides o f  th e  q u estion  a  fa ir  a n d  candid hear­
ing.

I t  is  ru m o u red  th a t  M r . W .  H . M itch e ll is  preparing 
a le c tu re  up on “  M o d e m  Sp iritism ,”  w h ich  is  to  do de­
livered  in and arou n d  A d elaid e . H o w  f a r  tho rumour 
is to  be re lied  up on rem ain s to  bo se e n  ; b u t, should ho 
v en tu re  to  le c tu re  u p o n  th e  su b ject, y o u  m ay depend 
upon i t  th a t  I  shall send y o u  a  b r ie f  re p o rt  for your 
n e x t  n u m b er.

T he R e g is te r  h av in g m en tion ed  th a t  th e re  i« 8 
prob ability  o f  M r . T y e rm a n  v isitin g  th is  colony, 
th e  in form ation  will b e  cop ied  in to  o th e r  papers, so that 
h is in ten d ed  v isit w ill be w ell ad v ertised . M. W .

ME. J . M. PEEBLES.
W b  a r e  in  re ce ip t o f  a  le t te r  from  M r . J .  M . Peebles 
(d a te d  E a s t  Saginaw  M ich ag an , J u n e  10 th ,  1 8 7 2 ), in 
w h ich  h e  in form s u s  o f  h is  in te n tio n  t o  leave S an Fran ­
cisco , en  ro u te  f o r  M elb ou rn e, som e tim e  in  A u gust, so 
th a t  w e m ay  fu lly  e x p e c t h is  a rriv a l am o n g st us about 
th e  end o f  th is  m onth . "W e h a v e  a lso  m u ch  pleasure in 
an n ou n cin g  th a t  D r . E .  O. D u n n  accom p anies Mr. 
P eeb les as  a  frien d  and tra v e llin g  com p an ion . D r. Dunn 
is  a  m edium  o f  n o m ean  o rd e r , “ b o th  t r a n c e  and healing, 
and , a lth o u g h  h is v isit h e re  is  unprofessional, his object 
b ein g  to  see  m o re  o f  th e  w o rld , w e t r u s t  th a t  m any w li 
have th e  op p o rtu n ity  o f  p ro fitin g  b y  h is mediumistic 
pow er. I t  is  co n tem p lated  to  h o ld  a  so iree  as  soon as 
p racticab le  a f te r  M r . P eeb les’ a n d  D r . D u n n ’s arrival, 
fo r  th o  purpose o f  giving th e m  a  h e a r ty  welcom e.
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O u b  P leasan t C reek  frien ds and co-w ork ers in th e  divine 
cause o f  in te llectu al progression have m uch reason to  
be proud and highly  th ank fu l to  th e  Infinite S o u rce  o f  
all L ig h t fo r  th e  ch eerin g  su ccess a tten d in g  th e ir  united  
efforts to  finally dispel th e  te rrib ly  sable cloudB o f  super-' 
Btitious darkn ess th a t  have so long enveloped mankind. 
I t  is b u t a  few  m onths ag o  since som e seven liberated  
souls determ ined up on  re g u la rly  m eetin g to g eth er fo r  a  
short tim e ev ery  Su nd ay to  hold a n  in terch an g e o f  sp iri­
tual th oughts a n d  id eas. I n  a  sh o rt tim e th e y  w ore  
branded b y  th e ir  m o re  o rth od o x frien ds as  th e  “  seven 
heretics how ever, th e ir  nu m b ers so rapid ly increased  
until th e  room  w h erein  th e  m eetin gs w ere hold becam e  
uncom fortably crow ded, a n  effort was then m ade to  
secure th e  hall o f  E a s t  Staw ell M echan ics’ in s t i tu t io n ,  
but, notw ithstan din g th e ir  ten d erin g  a  good sum  for its  
use in th e  evenings, th e  sm all lo cal sectarian  body known  
as “ B ap tists ,’’ w ho occu p ied  i t  during th e  forenoon only, 
would n o t, u n d er a n y  consid eration , allow  th e  hall to  bo 
used for an y  such pu rp ose, th e y  allegin g as  a  cau se th a t  
opiritists w ould co n tam in ate  th e  building, whereupon  
M e p rop rietor o f  th e  C om m ercial A ssem bly B oom s (M r. C. 
"•  o au erb rey ), in  th e  m oBt g en ero u s m an n er, granted  
the free use o f  h is  spacious hall fo r  a n  unlim ited period, 
he finding all ligh ts an d  ev ery  o th e r requisite to  make 
our friends com fortab le  d u rin g th e ir  evening services. 
A s th eir n u m b ers becam e p erm an en tly  augm en ted  they  
formed in to  a  b ran ch  o f  th e  V icto rian  A ssociation  o f  
Progressive S p iritu alists , and feeling th e  g re a t necessity  
tohave a  su itab le  p la ce  f o r  in stru ctin g  both young and 
old a  com m endable e ffo rt w as m ade, w hen every  m em ber 
nianfully, an d  in  th e  m ost p ra ctica l m anner, cam e to  the  
rescue— h en ce th e  e rectio n  o f  th e  first o f  m any Buch 
halls o f  p ro g ress  in  V ic to ria . T he accom p anying engrav- 
Mg (from  a  p h oto grap h  by M r. P a rk e r ,)  will convey an  
idea as  to  its  app earan ce; th e  w alls a re  o f  four­
teen inch b rick  w ork, fifteen fe e t high by fo rty  fee t in  
length, and tw en ty -s ix  fe e t broad, in th e  clear, p lastered  
inside a n d  otherw ise beautifully finished, having a  n eat

raised  platform , w hereon stands an e leg an t telescopic  
read in g  desk and th ree  c h a ir s ; th e re  a re  com fortable  
seats to  accom m od ate ab o u t 2 5 0  people, an  efficient choir  
o f  som e tw en ty , con d u cted  by M r. B ishop, whose 
p erform an ce  upon th e  beau tiful harm onium  belong­
in g  to  th e  body, produces tho m ost dolightful strains  
o f exqu isite m usic, th e  acou stic  preperties o f  tho H all 
being surprisingly good. Tho grou nd whereon the  
building stand s is su b stan tially  ienced all round, and  
several choice tre e s  and shrubs tastefully planted in fron t; 
and , should a  necessity ariso for an  exten sion o f  tho H all 
(w hich, ju d gin g  from  even ts au en t its origin, and th e  
larg e  atten d an ce  a t  its opening and on th e  follow ing Su n ­
day, m u st, e re  long, becom e im p erativ e), th ero  is som e 
6 0  fee t o f  sp are  grou nd w hereon to  exten d . T h e  pro­
m o ters  have carefully  avoided tho p e cu lia rly  orthodox  
m ethod o f obtaining funds for building, & c., th rou gh  the  
gam bling processes o f  bazaars, le a  fights, & c., and  
p ractically  m anifested th eir heterad ox ideas by enriching  
th e  local hospital to  tho e x te n t o f  £ 1 8  from  th o  opening  
collections. W o  om itted  to  s ta te  th a t th e  H all is lighted  
by six  double pen d an t globe lam ps, and tho platform  by 
tw o suitable b rack et lam ps w ith shades. I t  is  intended  
to  u se  th e  building du rin g th e  week evenings for  
lectu res  on secu lar s u b je c ts ; on  th e  forenoon o f  
every Sunday - as a  C hildren’s L y ceu m  ; and on  
Sunday evenings fo r  le c tu re s  and readin gs bearin g upon  
th e g r e a t H arm on ial philosophy,and in all probability  our 
resp ected  friend and earn est co-w ork er M r B .S . N ay  ler.w ho  
is under a len gth ened en g agem en t to  ou r Staw ell friends, 
will open elocution and draw ing classes du rin g th e  
w eek-days, assisted  b y his am iable and h ighly  a c ­
com plished life-p artn er “ B e ss y ,” as  he delights to  
call her; a  lib rary  will also be added to  th e  com forts  
o f th e  hall a t  an  e a rly  d ate . T h e  cou rse  o f  secu lar lec­
tu re s  w ere com m enced b y J a m e s  Sm ith, E s q ., o f  M el­
bourne, on  th e  1 8 th  A u g u st, to  a  larg e  and in telligen t 
au d itory , including all th e  local school teach ers, on  
“ E d u cation ,”  (m agn etically  received) th e  ideas th erein
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b ein g  ho painfully tru e  and condem natory o f  th e p re so n t  
p ernicious fo rc in g  system  as  to  cau se one o f  th e  said  
te a ch e rs , a  M r. lio n ry  H ay d en , to  ann ou nce his in ten ­
tion  o f  refuting (? )  th e  argu m en ts and ideas s e t  forth  
by w ay o f  a  lectu re , in th e  L y ceu m , which will be fol­
lowed by a  phrenological lectu re  by M r. J .  M cL ean , to  
practically  dem on strate  from  ca sts , skulls, diagram s and  
children present, th e  tru th s  disclosed through M r. Smith 
and how lam entably ig n oran t school teach ers  generally  
a re  o f  th e  tem peram en ts and m ental capabilities o f  chil­
dren placed un der th e ir  care . W e  ca n n o t do b e tte r  than  
furnish ou r readers w ith a  few  e x tra c ts  from  the  
local new spapers bearing upon th e  opening services o f  the  
building, copies o f  which w e obtained w ith som e difficulty, 
th e  demand exceedin g th e  supply, notw ithstanding  
th e  printing o f  m any additional copies by each p rop rie­
t o r : —

P leasant Oreek Ohronicle, A u g . 13 th , 1 8 7 2 .

T he L y ceu m  in Sloane-street, b u ilt fo r  th e  use o f  th e  
Staw ell-Spiritists, w as form ally opened on Su nd aym orn in g  
last, th e  1 1 th  in st. T he room  is  very nicely finished inside, 
its  dimensions being 2 6  x  4 0 ,  well lit, and its  acoustic  
p ro p erties  excellen t. A  n e a t platform  and reading desk 
a r e  provided for th e  use o f  lectu rers , and th e  sitting  
accom m odation leaves n othing to  be desired . Tho 
building is o f  brick w ith stone facings, fen ced  around, 
a n d  erected  a t  a  c o s t o f  ov er £ 5 0 0 ,  th e  a r c h ite c t  M r.
G . C . Inskip .

A t  h alf  p ast te n  th e  different speakers appeared , when  
th e  doors w ore th row n open. Those p resen t included  
noarly all who a re  identified w ith th o  m ovem ent here, 
am ong whom w ore several ladies. Tho singing w as ex ­
cellen t, one o r  tw o o f  th e  anthem s being ren d ered  by  
th e  choir with a  precision th a t  took m any by Burpriso. 
M r. Bishop presided a t  th e  harm onium . E ach  
address was followed by an  anthem  o r hymn.

M r. M cL ean  (P resid en t) w as th o  first speak er. H e  
said th o  purposo for which th o  H a ll w as erected  r e ­
m inded him vory m uch o f  th o  old s to ry  o f  A lexan d er  
and D iogcnos. I t  bad' been inquired by one o f  lofty  
ch a ra cte r  w hat was tru th  ?  I f  i t  w as so difficult to  
learn  on earth , was i t  s o , in  H eav en  ? If , i t  w ere tru o  
th a t m an w as th o  c re a tu re  o f p rogression  his advances  
would be slow ; cen tu ries passed bofore th e  system  o f  
planetary worlds was accep ted , and A risto tle ’s system  
o f induction w as long in being recognized. I t  was tho  
sam e with m oral as with n atu ral science. T h eir search  
a fte r  tru th  m u st bo painful and to ilso m e; th ey  m ust 
dig down in ignorance and darkness, b u t certain ty  
would eventually crow n th e ir  efforts. T he question was 
m ost im p o rtan t to  th em , w hat was tho fu tu re  s ta te  of 
existen ce ? and how could th ey  assim ilate th e ir  earth ly  
condition to  tho h eav en ly ? M an  m u st depend upon  
his fellow m an for lig h t on  th is  g re a t to p ic, b u t how 
sm all w as th eir cap acity  fo r  th o  task . Should th e y  
abandon th e  search  in despair ? disheartened by its  
difficulties and unable to  grop e th rou gh  th e  d u st and  
rubbish which encum bered i t  ? w ork like m en o r fail 
like foolB ? Personally, h e  w ould never cease to  fear­
lessly search  a fte r  tru th . T h e  speak er concluded by 
recitin g  a  poem which showed how a p t m ankind w ere to  
clin g to  th e  opinions o f  th e ir  predecessors, an d  blamo 
th e ir  opponents for being w rong; and how all discoveries 
had been on  th e ir  introduction disbelieved.

M r- N a y le r  said, Shakspeare h ad declared, th e re  w as  
n o  darkness b u t ig n o ra n ce ; knowledge th e  wing  
w herew ith w e fly to  H eaven. M u sic was n o t so charm ing  

th e e a r , as know ledge to  th e  m ind. This hall w m  

e re cte d  b y  th e  philanthropic to  prom ulgate tr u th , and  
its  founders w ere en titled  to  th e  th an k s o f  V icto ria  
a s  w ell as  o f  Staw ell. T h e  haU w as a  s tan d ­
in g  rep ro ach  to  th a t ch u rch  w hich received  fo u r millions 
five hu nd red thousand pounds p e r  annum , fo r  teach in g  
th e  p e o p le ; y e t  E n g lan d  had: five m illions o f  adu lt*  
w ho cou ld  n o t  read , and eig h t m illions who could n o t  
wnte th e ir  ow n nam es. H u nd red s o f  E n glan d 's  g re a t-  
eat m en  «prang from  th e  ag ricu ltu ra l and working  
claases. T h e  sp eak er gave a  lis t o f nam es fam ous in

8? l6? oe' . , P ° 1 ,tic? ' M d  th eolo gy, w ith a  sketch  
o f  th en : hum ble origin. W h a t sco res o f  th e ir  cou n try­
m en  h ad  done, th e y  could do i f  th e y  had th e

m anliness 'to  so t ab o u t it . T h is day he began life 
afresh . H e  had e x p e rie n ce d  m an y  losBeB and crosses, 
b u t, th ou g h  in his 7 7 th  y e a r , ho did n o t b ate  one jo t
of hope. Magnanimity did not consist in never falling
but in rising after a fall. “ I  can’t,” never effected any.’ 
thing great or good; “ I ’ll try,” had done wonders; and 

I  will,” had reduced mountains to mole-hills. Poton- 
tates might make men great, but groat men made them- 
selves. The philanthropic builders of this Hall in. 
tended it for a school during week days, a lecture room 
in the evenings, and for religious instruction on Sundays. 
The fate of tho colony depended on the instruction of

J'outh; and tho enlightened of Stawell could not 
onger endure the dry-as dust sermons and 

petrified creeds of orthodoxy. Tho churches thought 
they were lenient if  they only deemed thorn 
changelings, and not infidels. Should any such 
be present, ho would tell them that a man ot 
sense often changed his opinions, a blockhead never. 
In his youth ho had been instructed in the pernicious 
doctrines of Methodism, and had subsequently found 
much difficulty in unlearning what ho had been taught; 
and after mature thought, he had put away the heathenish 
notions of Paul, and accepted tho pure religion of Jesus as 
delivered in His matchless sermon on Mount Olivet. 
Thirty years ago, the laws of England would not have 
protected them from outrage, had they publicly held doc­
trines adverse to those of the State Church. But amid all 
the changes of civilisation, that Church also had changed. 
Many of its dignitaries had dealt blow upon blow at 
that stupendous structure which priestly religion had 
erected, and pronounced opinions which fifty years ago 
would not have been tolerated.

Mr. Walters (Vice-President) said it had been asked 
by those whoso words were entitled to respect, What is 
your object in erecting this building ? and he thought 
it a duty to express his own personal feelings on the 
subject. The fullest toleration would bo here given to 
all classes. Every thinking man must have his individ­
ual conception of tho Deity according to the light that 
was in him. I t  followed, therefore, that in the great 
population of tho world there would bo a multitude of 
different beliefs. Still, if tho man was true to his own 
God, he did his duty, and this was the religion -of the 
soul. Any elaborate creed, therefore, was opposed to 
the great principles of love and charity taught by J osub. 
Every man was endowed with certain talents which he 
was expected to use fop the good of his fellows, and any 
neglect of this, was a sin, and must be followed by that 
bitter remorse, the inevitable consequences of wrong 
doing. The soul never died, and trials but fitted it for 
the happiness to come hereafter. These precepts had 
during many years being lying dormant within him. and 
he looked to tho establishment of this Hall as a means 
of encouragement and strength. There was a great lack 
of that education which taught their erring brethorn 
that the hand which made them was divine. These 
were the objects for which he had assisted in erecting 
the Hall, and with Mr. Nayler’s aid he hoped to witness 
their accomplishment.

M r. Ja m e s  Sm ith  said, th e  d iscou rse  h e  w as ab o u t to  
re a d  w as n o t  his p rod u ctio n  in  e ith e r  w ords, thoughts, 
o r  sen tim en ts. H e  m en tion ed  th is  th a t  th e y  m igh t not 
ascrib e  to  him  th e  cre d it o f  a  w o rk  w h ich  w as n o t his 
ow n, b u t th a t  th e y  m ig h t th ro u g h  its  in stru m en tality  be: 
led to  th an k  H im  who w as th e  so u rce  o f  a ll goodness 
and wisdom. H e  th e n  re a d  a  com m u n ication  m agnet­
ica lly  received, which w as d esigned to  an sw er th e  ques­
tio n , W h e r e  o r  w h at is  H eav en  ?  T h e re  w as nothing,- 
th e  com m u nication said, w h ich  so e n g ag ed  th e  atten tion  
o f  philosophers and th eolo gian s as  th is  interrogatory,- 
a n d  no su b ject th e  stu d y o f  w hich so  so o n  plun ged them  
in to  th e  dark realm s o f  u n c e r ta in ty ; a n d  y e t , th e re  was 
n othing which m igh t m ore easily b e  le a r n t i f  th e y  ordered1 
them selves w ith childlike subm ission to  H is  w ill. H eav­
e n  w as n o t  a  lo cality , b u t  a  s ta te  o r  c o n d itio n ; H eaven  
w as L o v e , and w as situ ated  h e re  am o n g  th em , and was 
n o t en joyed  solely u n d er th e  con d ition s o f  a  new  exist­
en ce. T h e  sp iritu al life com m en ced  in  th is w orld ; to  be  
p erfected  in th a t  hap pier re g io n  ip to  w h ich  th e y  w ere  
ushered w hen passing th e  p o rta ls  o f  th e  grave. Ad 
evolution w as th e  g r e a t  and e v e rla s tin g  law  o f  m atter;
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likewise evolution  o r  p ro g ressio n  w as th e  law  o f  spiritual 
things : th e  law  w as th e  sam e applied e ith e r  to  spiritual 
subjects o r  to  te m p o ra l, to  finite o r  e tern al. E ach  
integral portion  o f  th a t  g r e a t  whole th e y  designated  
creation had sim ilar law s ; th e re  w as n o t one code of 
regulations fo r  one p lan et o f  th e  Bystem, and an o th er for  
its neighbor, th e re  w as n o t  one divine law , a n d  one  
human; all w ere  th e  sam e. H e  who held th e  key to  
unlock th e  m ysteries o f  n a tu re , could unfold th e  secrets  
o f the sp iritu al kingdom  *  *  H e ll  w as th e  b itte r  fru it  
and ap p ropriate p lace o f  disobedienco ; v ice  and crim e, 
disease and follv w ere  abnorm al, a n d  w ere all fau lts  
traccablo to  disobed ience, G iving lovo to  G o d  and love 
to man all evil disap peared , a n d  in p lace o f  th e  establish- 
m cnt o f th e  kingdom  o f  hell th e y  h ad th e  re sto ra tio n  o f  
happiness. O n  w h at ea sy  term s, th erefo re , did they  
obtain i t !  by  a  re tu r n  to  obedience, an d  by th e  r e ­
establishm ent o f  th ose g loriou s tru th s  originally tau g h t 
by Christ, b u t d isto rted  by m an *  *  #T h ey , in com m on  
with th ose who term ed  them selves orth d ox C hristians, 
were accu stom ed to  say  w ith bowed heads and sup plica­
tory voice, “  H allow ed  be T h y  N am e, T h y  will be done,” 
but did th ey  en d eavor to  p ro cu re  th e  ad v en t o r  m ain­
tenance o f  th a t  kingdom  ? W as  i t  com e w hen n o m an  
listed, and w ith o u t an y  visible c a u so ?  I f  th e y  w ere  
earnest in th e  p etitio n  th e y  w ould m ark  w h at followed, 
“ On E a r th  as  i t  is  in  H eav en ;”  th e y  w ould understand , 
th at for th e  kingdom  o f  G od to  be am on g th em , th e  will o f  
God would have to  be as  w illingly and en tirely  obeyed  
here, as  in th o se  sph eres w h ere obedience to  G od form ed  
the highest d e lig h t o f  p e rfe c t in telligen ces. H eav en  
could be as com p letely  enjoyed here, as in an y  unknown  
place to  which th e  enfranchized sp irit o f  m an ascended. 
Obey could n o t see  o r u n d erstan d  all th ings, b u t i t  was 
assured th a t th e  sp iritu al life m u st be com m en ced in 
this world. T h e  sp eak er h e re  p ointed  o u t how th e  s ta te  
o f H eaven m ig h t bo receiv ed  th ro u g h  th e  aven u e o f  the  
senses, and in  a n  e lo q u en t p ero ratio n  p ainted  th e  happi­
ness which, by ob edien ce to  n a tu ra l and sp iritu al laws, 
it was possible fo r  m an to  s e cu re  on e a rth .

A fter singing a  hym n, M r. N a y le r  g av e a n  add ress, in 
which he detailed th e  differences in th e  view s o f  th e  
churches and spiritism , in re g a rd  to  m any prom inent 
doctrines, esp ecially  th a t  referrin g  to -th e  T rin ity , which  
the speaker m ain tain ed  had no” a u th o rity  from  S crip tu re. 

"In -su p p o rt o f th e  U n ity  o f  th e  G odhead, ho qu oted a  
number o f  te x ts ,  an d  accu sed th e  B ook o f  Com mon  
P rayer w ith th e  c re a tio n  o f  idols.

A' collection  w as m ad e to w ard s defrayin g expen ses.

A ddresses w ere  delivered  in th e  even ing , to  a  
crowded au d ito ry , by M e ssrs . Sm ith, N ay ler, and Crollin. 
The two collection s am ou n ted  to  £ 1 1  11s.

P lea sa n t OrecTc N ew s, A u g. 1 3 th , 1 8 7 2 .

Tho Staw ell L y ce u m , in which th e  services o f  the  
Progressive 8 p in tists  will in  fu tu re  be held, was 
opened on Su nd ay la s t, a n d  th e  opening services, m orn ­
ing and evening, w ere  nu m erou sly attended .

The services, as  m ay  be im agin od /d ifler from  th ose of 
any established C h ristian  C h u rch , and a  ch an ce  visitor 
is Btruck by th e  e n tire  sim plicity and absence o f  those  
form alities which a r e  m ore o r  less ch aracteristics  o f  all 
places o f  worship.

The speakers occup ied  a  platform  a t  on e end o f tho 
building, each  in  tu r n  delivering an  address o r lectu re. 
A fter singing o f  hym n s b y th e  ch o ir and congregation , 
M r. M cL ean  delivered a n  add ress. H e  alluded to  tho  
objects fo r  w hich th e  hall w as opened.

A fter singing, b y  th e  con g reg ation , M r. B .  S . N ay ler  
read an  address.

M r. W a lte rs , in  re fe rrin g  to  th e  opening o f  th e  hall, 
expressed th e  hope th a t  th e  fu llest to leratio n  would be 
given th erein  to  fre e  en q u iry  on  all th o se  m ost sacred  
subjects th a t  ten d ed  to  e lev ate  hu m an ity , and to  m ake  
its a ttrib u tes m o re  n e a rly  to  resem ble th e  Divine.

M r. Ja m e s  8 m ith  re a d  le c tu re s , m orn in g and 
evening.

T he m orning le c tu re  w as on  th e  su b ject o f  th e  K in g ­
dom o f H eav en , show ing th a t  i t  m u st be en tered  upon 
here, in o rd er t o  becom e a  re a lity  h ereafter; th a t p erfect 
happiness w as designed to  be th e  lo t o f  m an on e a r th ;

th a t all his m ental and physical facu lties w ere bestowed  
upon him for th a t p u rp o se ; th a t n a tu re  h erself was a 
perpetual m inister o f  d e lig h t; thart disease, vice, and  
crim e w ere ab n o rm al;  and th at th ese w ere th e  product 
and penalty o f  disobedience to  th e  will o f  th e  M ost 
H igh.

A t th e  evening services M r. N ayler, and M r. C rellin , 
o f Staw ell, to ok  p art, the la tte r  delivering th e  following

I  alm ost wish th a t none were p resen t hero to -n igh t 
but th ose o f us who are  m ade by th e  sam e way o f th in k ­
ing into one spiritual fam ily, so th at we could rejoice  
to g eth er w ith ou t restra in t, and see reflected  in each  
o th er's  faces th e  happiness o f  th e  th ou g h t th a t  we have 
now a  hom e, u n d er whose ro o f  w e, b roth ers and sisters, 
children o f  th e  G re a t P a re n t, can  com e and talk  o f  the  
greatn ess and goodness o f ou r F a t h e r ; enquire o f  each  
o th er’s w elfare, and assist each  other, and be assisted in 
re tu rn  by tho operation o f  th e  co n stan t and beautiful 
law o f recip ro city  which m akes i t  m o re  blessed to  give  
th a n  receive ; assist each  o th e r in building up o f  kindly 
thoughts, and kindly w ords and deeds, th a t “  habitation  
n o t m ade w ith hands etern al in th e  h eav en s." L e t  no  
one th in k  th a t  w e have p u t ou r hand to  th is w ork in any  
sp irit o f  prid e o r  self-conceit, o r  lovo o f  n o triety . W h at 
wo have done is o f  necessity . I  rem ained in th e  C hurch  
o f  E n glan d , in which I  had been brou gh t up, until I  felt 
m yself alon e in th e  congregation . Tho com m union o f  
sain ts, tho com m union o f  sp irit o r  th ou g h t no longer ex ­
isted , I  was a s tran g er in th e  m idst o f  strangers. 
W h a t th ey  app aren tly  received as  tru th , I  regard ed as 
u n tr u e ; n e ith er w hat th ey  hoped for, n o r w hat th ey  
dreaded, had any charm  o r te rro r  for me. I  w as alone  
— for fifteen y ears  alone. A h ! w h at m isery to  be sp irit­
ually  isolated  from  y o u r fellow m en ; to  be self-excom ­
m unicated from  th o  assem blies m et to  ren d er hom age to  
th o  G re a t C re a to r  ; to  bo driven by th e  sp irit in to  tho  
wilderness o f  loneliness. A lthou gh th e  angels o f  G od  
m ay m in ister to  y o u ; although tru th  and conscience m ay  
give you fo rtitu d e ; although you m ay stan d  in a  clearer  
lig h t and bo n earer G od ; still th e  hum an h e a rt will cry  
aloud for hu m an sym pathy. W h a t jo y  th en  to  m eet  
w ith com panions in yo u r solitude, whq, you a re  assured, 
will never leave you o r  forsak e y o u  ; whose in tellects  
em braco th o  sam e faith  ; whose h earts  b e a t to  th e  happi­
ness o f  th e  sam o hope. Then only is  th e  lullness o f  
happiness atta in ed , when tho love o f  God, and tho love 
o f  m an , m ake sw eet m elody in th e  soul. F o r  tho incrcaso  
o f  th is happiness, in p ray er and in hope, was th is house  
built. T o i t  w e invite all w andering brothers and sisters  
who a re  spiritually  h o m eless; who in tho wide w aste of  
theologies can find no restin g p la ce ; who hungering and 
th irstin g  can find elsew here n o satisfying spiritual food. 
I f  th e re  a r e  any, and we doub t n o t th a t th ere  a re  m any, 
whose every  spiritual w ant is th oroughly satisfied by ex ­
istin g  m e a n s ; who can  seo no im perfection in th eir  
palace o f  tru th  ; who think th o  sweep o f  tho circu m fer­
en ce  o f  th eir ch a rity  wide enough, tn eir aspirations high 
enough, th e ir  vision c le a r  enough— for th ese, thoy m ust 
rem ain on  th e  p ath  th eir ow n lig h t shows th em , until 
th o  broadening light o f  th e  com ing day reveals to  them  
a  b e tte r— for th e  tim e will com o when

“  T h e  m o m ,  f r o m  h i s  c o l d  c r o w n
A n d  c r y s t a l  s i l e n c e  c r e e p i n g  d o w n .
S h a l l  H o o d  w i t h  f u l l  d a y l i g h t  g l e b e  a n d  t o w n . "

B u t if  th ere  is one, and d o  doubt th ero  a re  som e with  
stro n g  in te llect and stro n g  religious feeling, divorced  
th e  one from  tho o th er, producing unhappiness 
and discord in th e  so u l; yearn in g  to  worship God  
in sp irit and tru th , to  worship him n o t only with all the  
soul an d  all th e  stren gth , b u t w ith all th e  m ind a ls o ; 
longing to  sing H is  praises, n o t w ith th e  lips on ly  but 
w ith th e  understanding a ls o ; to  him  w e w ould say 
“ B ro th er, com e w ith u s , and i t  m ay be th e  harm ony o f  
th y  being shall be restored , and peace, long banished  
perhaps, re tu rn  to  T hee— a  p eace  which is  th e  only tru e  
happiness in th is  life, and th e  full assu ran ce  o f  a  higher  
happiness in a  h igher life to  com e, w hich shall be m eted  
o u t to each o f  us by im m utable law , in su ch  m easu re as  
we have rendered  ou r n atu res  capab le o f  receivin g.”
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A ra ra t A d v ertiser , A u g u st  13th  1872 .

T h e  first building erected  in V icto ria  b y th e  P ro g re s­
sive Sp iritists, was opened on Sunday last, and th e  
services o f  th is body, which will th e re a fte r  bo continued, 
will be cond ucted  by th e  lbcal lead ers o f  th e  m ovem ent. 
T h e  stru ctu re , which has been alread y  described in th ese  
colum ns, is a  plain b u t n e a t building, capable o f  acco m ­
m odating som e tw o hu nd red persons. T he in terio r r e ­
sem bles m ost o th er places o f  worship, being furnished^ 
with row s o f  seats, and show ing an  elevated platform ' 
from  which th e  speak ers address th ose assem bled. 
O ccup yin g th e  platform  in th e  m orinng w ere M . J .  
Sm ith (o f  M elb ou rn e), M r. B . S . N ay lo r (w ho has lately  
com e to  reside a t  S taw ell), M r. J .  M cL ean , and* M r. 
W a lte rs .

Perhaps th e  m ost noticeable featu re to  a  stran g er on 
taking his sea t am ongst th e  audience, is th e  absen ce of 
th a t restrain t w hich gen erally  prevails am on g st co n g re­
gation s o f  o th e r  chu rches. I n  th is in stance, i t  m igh t be 
observed th a t th e  audience chatted  frequently, th ough  
in ah u sh ed w ay , and th a t th e  rem ark s m ade by th o se  who 
addressed them , w ere often received w ith m ore m arked  
evidences o f am usem ent o r applause th an  m igh t have 
been exp ected . T he effect o f  th is , how ever, w as far  
from  displeasing. T h ere was app aren tly a  sociality , and  
absence o f  frigidity, and an  evident avoiding o f  “ form ,”  
th a t p u t th e  stran g er a t  ease directly. O n th e  seats  
w ero distributed a  num ber o f  slips, on which were

¥rinted  th e  hyrns to  be su n g in th e  courso o f th e  service.
he choir sang adm irably, and opened by ren d erin g  the  

1 1 7 th  Psalm . This was followed by a  sh o rt add ress from  
M r. M cL e a n , having reference to  th e  value and beauty  
o f tru th  *  *  *  T he ch o ir n e x t sang a  p iece com m en cin g as  
follow s:—

“ On this auspicious, happy day,
To Him who holds the sovereign sway,

O'er earth, sea, air and sky,
We consecrate this public hall;
And now, most fervently we call,

For inllucncc from High."

M r. N a y le r  gave t h e  n e x t  addreB B  w h ic h  d e a l t  p r i n c i ­
pally w it h  t h e  v a lu e  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  e d u c a t io n .

A n  anthem  was n e x t sun g by th e  ch oir, w hen M r. 
W a lte rs  addressed a  few well chosen nnd well delivered  
w ords, which had referen ce  to  th e  opening anti th e  uses 
to  which i t  was intended to  p u t th e  H all.

A n oth er hym n having been sung, M r. J .  Sm ith, o f  
M elbourne, rose to  read a  le c tu re  on  “ T he L o ca lity  o f  
H eav en .”  N eith er th e  ideas, the opinions, n o r  th e  stylo  
o f diction th erein  en tertain ed , w ere, ho said, in an y  sense  
his own, but had been given to  him by th e  h igher in tel­
ligences. M r. Sm ith  is one o f  th e  b est read ers w e have 
h e a rd ; his voice is well adapted for a  reading such as  
th a t which ho gave on Sunday. T he cu ltiv ated  style  
and edu cated  pron un ciation o f  th e  speak er w as very  
pleasing, and a ttra c te d  and kept th e  m arked atten tion  
o f th e  audience. N o e x tr a c t  from  th e  le c tu re  could  
possibly convey a  fair idea o f  th e  eonsentaneousness  
which m arked it  th rough out. I t  read  as  a  m aster-p iece  
o f  com position and im agery, w ithout th a t  floridness 
which im agery often  bestows, T hose p a r ts  o f  th e  
address which dw elt upon th e  heaven th a t  w as aroun d  
us and about us, if  w e b u t obeyed th e  law s o f  n atu re  (a  
synonym  th e  speaker said o f G o d ), displayed passages 
o f  ra re  excellen ce from  a  lite rary  p oin t o f  view . The  
description o f  th e  pleasures to  be enjoyed in studying  
th e  evervarying face o f  n a tu re , and th e  phases presented  
b y  th a t  variableness w ere  poetical in th e  tru e s t  sen se o f  
th e  word.

I t  is b u t ju s t  to  s ta te , th a t  th ro u gh d u t th e  addresses  
and th e  s in g in p ,th e re  w as n othing o f  th e  ludicrous pre- 
sen ted , o f  which we^ h ear so m uch in conn ection  w ith  
sp iritists. T ru e , th e  doctrines ta u g h t w ere f a r  differ­
e n t  to  th e  prevailing b elief o f th e  p resen t d ay , b u t th e  
n ew s expounded w ere argued in a  m anner th a t  was 
c le a r  and sequ ent. T he address o f M r. Sm ith w as em i­
n en tly  ch aracterized  by th ese  qualities, althou gh one o f  
th e  d octrines which w ere incidently alluded to , was m ost 
difficult o f  re a lis a tio n ; wo allude to  th e  rein carn ation  
th eo ry , which, to  a  certain  e x te n t corresponds w ith th e  
th e  b elief o f  th e  A frican s, th e  natives o f  M ad ag ascar  
and M atam ba, & c., and known as  m etem psychoses. A

verse from  Ju d e  w as re a d  a t  th e  close, which conveyed 
a  benediction, and th e  assem b lage dispersed. In  the 
evening th e  p lace  was fu ll to  e xcess , addresses being 
delivered by M r. N a y le r , M r. C rellin , and M r. Smith, 
who, on th e  second o ccasio n  re a d  tw o pap ers similar in 
sty lo  to  th a t a lread y  described.

I n  all probability  th e  w hole d ay ’s  proceedings, includ- 
ing th e  lectu res  delivered b y  M r . Sm ith, Ac., will 
sh ortly  app ear in p am p h let form , so  as  to  afford an 
op portu nity  to  frien ds o f  th e  ca u se  and oth ers to  learn 
m ore fully every  p a rticu la r , in  o rd e r  th a t  they may be 
prom pted to  “  go  and do lik ew ise .”

T H E  D IS C U S S IO N  O N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

TH IE D  N IG H T.

T h e  th ird  even in g’s discussion b etw een  M r. J .  Tycrman 
and M r. D . B la ir  took p lace in  th e  In d ep en d en t Lecture  
H a ll o n  M on day, J u ly  2 9 th . T h e  au d ien ce w as large, 
b u t n o t so n u m erou s as a t  th e  seco n d  discussion; The 
ch air w as occu p ied  by M r . J a s .  M 'K e a n .

M r . B l a ir  op ened th e  d iscu ssion  b y  review ing the 
arg u m en ts  o f  th e  previous n ig h ts. H e  said th at the 
phenom ena o f  Spiritu alism  w as proved to  be th e  effects 
o f  m ech anical causes. M r . B la ir  said  th a t  Professor De 
M organ  had s ta te d  th a t  th e  evid en ces in fav o r o f  Spirit­
ualism  w ere m iserab ly insufficient. H o w itt denied that 
th e re  w as an y th in g  su p e rn a tu ra l in Spiritualism , and 
disapproved o f  i t  b ecau se  th e  m a jo rity  o f  Spiritualists 
w en t to o  far. H e  said  th e  v e rd ic t o f  th e  Dialectical 
S o cie ty  w as ad v erse to  S p iritu alism , an d  th a t  Horace 
G reeley  m erely  op ened th e  colu m n s o f  th e  “ Tribune ” 
to  S p iritu alists , and offered  a  re w a rd  to  an y  Spiritist 
who could g e t him th e  previou s d ay ’s  new s from Eng­
land, an d  th a t  th a t  rew ard  w as still unclaim ed. Not 
o n e li te ra ry  m an  o f  em in en ce w as in fa v o r o f Spiritualism. 
(E x p re ssio n s  o f  d issen t). T y n d a ll , 'H u x le y , Faraday, 
and L y tto n , w ere a g a in st it . D r .  C a rp e n te r  had  said in 
th e  “ Q u a rte rly  J o u r n a l o f  S cie n ce  ”  th a t  th ere was 
n o th in g  su p ern atu ra l in  th e  p h en o m en a o f  S p iritism ; it 
ad m itted  o f  easy  m ech an ical exp lan atio n . Several French  
scientific m en had cond em n ed i t .  M r . H o m e had stated 
in his re ce n tly  published book th a t  h e  h ad swindled 
M rs. L y o n  o u t o f  £ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .  (C r ie s  o f  no ! no  !)  A t  all 
even ts M rs. L y o n  said so. T h e  m e n ta l phenom ena were 
also u n satisfacto ry  ; i t  had n o t rev ealed  o n e new  fact.

M r. B la ir  com m en ced his la s ts  p eech  b y  asserting that 
S p iritu alism  w as a  th in g  o f  sh red s a n d  p atch es ; there 
was n o t a  single in cid en t in i t  b u t  w h at w as stolen, 
(s tro n g  d issen t an d  C ries  o f  “p ro v e  i t ) , ”  I t  w as began in 
cred u lity , ca rrie d  on  b y im p o stu re, an d  is  now  sustained 
by ig n o ran ce  a n d  wild fan aticism . (U p r o a r ) .  I t  began 
by a  fam ily ap p ro p ria te ly  nam ed  F o x ,  who lived in a 
li ttle  village. T h e  g irls  in th e  fam ily  w ere  hailed sb 
p rop h ets in  p e ttico a ts . L e c tu r e r s  s ta r te d  u p  as plenti­
fully as  hu ck leb erries in a n  A m e rica n  f o r e s t ;  i t  was 
found th a t  a  n u m b er o f  people, u n e a sy  in  th e ir  domestic 
relatio n s, w ere a ttra c te d , an d  fre e  lo ve in stitu tio n s were 
founded. (T h ey  a r e  n o t  S p ir itu a lis ts ). T h e  n e x t out­
break w as blasphem y a n d  a n ti-ch ris tia n ity , and th e  smart 
Y a n k e e  p rin te rs  ru sh ed  in to  m e e t th e  dem and, and so 
a-few  hu nd red s o f  th o u san d s o f  people ca m e  to  believe 
i t ,  o r  said  th ey  did. T h e  a sse rtio n  th a t  th e  believers 
w ere  as  nu m erou s as  re p re se n te d  w as a  g ro ss  exaggera­
tion . A n d rew  Ja ck so n  D avis’ tw en ty -fiv e  volumes, he 
said, did n o t co n ta in  one th in g  n ew  th a t  w as tru e , o r one 
th in g  tru e  th a t  w as new . T h e  n ew  w ork  “ Affinity, re­
cen tly  issued in  M elb ou rn e, w as, h e  said , o n e  o f  th e  most 
blasphem ous and in d e ce n t books h e  e v er read . H e  held 
in his han d a  book b y  J .  M . P eeb les , b u t th e  ti tle  w m  
so blasphem ous he w ould n o t  re a d  i t .  (C rie s  o f k w , 
n am e, & c .). H e  w ould n o t  p o llu te  his lips b y reading 
it . (A sk  th e  ch airm an  to  re a d  i t  f o r  y o u ) . H e  worn 
n o t. T h e  id eas in  J .  S .'s  le t te rs , w h ich  app eared  in tne 
A rg u s ,  w ere  n o t new , and in d ica ted  a  “  deadened brain. 
H is d o ctrin es o f  th e  o rig in  o f  sp ecies w as tak en  from 
D arw in , and o f  th e  m etem p sych osis, fro m  In d ian  m yth­
ology, a n d  h is viewB o f  in sp ira tio n  fro m  B u n sen 's  ‘ Uo 
in H is to ry ."
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J I b. Tvebman, on  risin g  to  re p ly , said  his first duty  
Was to  dispose o f  a  few  th in g s  ad van ced  by h is opponent 
the other ovening. W h e n  M r. B la ir ’s  speeches w ere  
stripped o f  th e ir  m eretricio u s o rn am en ts, and tested  by  
the rules o f  lo g ic  and h o n o rab le  co n tro v ersy , he ven­
tured to  say  th e y  w ould h o seen  to  havo done nothing  
towards dem olishing S p iritu alism . H e  o b jected  to  th e  
w ar in which he h ad a tte m p te d  to  g e t  r id  o f  th e  Colonial 
Monthly difficulty. I f  M r. B la ir  had plead ed  th a t he 
¿id n o t m ean w h a t ho w ro te , o r  had  since ch an ged  his 
opinion, ho should have said  so. T h e  p assage -quoted  
would n o t b e a r th e  in te rp re ta tio n  th a t  i t  expressed  
another’s, an d  n o t  th e  w rite r ’s opinion. In d eed , th e  
whole artic le  w as a  s o r t  o f  h a lf-h earted  apology for 
Spiritualism ; i f  i t  was, as  h ad  b een  alleged, only  
ono o f  th ose scrib b lin g  a r tic le s  w hich scrib bling m en  
write every  day o f  th e ir  lives, th e  rep resen ta tiv es  o f  th e  
press w ere n o t com p lim en ted , and th e  public w ould learn  
w hatim portance to  a tta ch  to  an y th in g fro m h isp en  in fu tu re . 
In the sam e a rtic le  M r . B la ir  h ad  asked— “ I s  i t  genuine  
philosophy, o r  is  i t  o n ly  self-confessed  and a rro g a n t  
ignorance, th a t  tu rn s  aw ay  from  th e  con sid eration  o f such  
facts and ph enom ena, w ith a  su p erciliou s exclam atio n  o f  
“ imposturo and delusion s. ”  I n  h is  tre a tm e n t o f  S p ir­
itualism his o p p o n en t h ad o n  th a t  p latfo rm , u n w ittin gly  
furnished a  strik in g  illu stra tio n  o f  his ow n g rap h ic  des­
cription o f  th e  co n d u ct o f  an ti-sp iritu alists . T h ey  had  
next been furnished w ith a  definition o f  th e  w ords n a tu ­
ral and su p ern atu ra l, w hich m ig h t have been spared, for  
he had said re p eated ly  th a t  S p iritu alists  did n o t re g a rd  
the phenom ena as  su p ern atu ra l, as  th e  te rm  w as g en er­
ally understood. T h e y  w e re  govern ed b y  im m u tab le  
law, depended on  estab lish ed  cond itions, an d  w ere as  
really n a tu ra l even ts as  th e  ra in  th a t  fell on  th e  grasB  
th at grew . M r . B la ir  h ad  said m u ch  ab o u t w h at ho 
termed th e  “ gosp el o f  th e  deadened b ra in ."  B ecau se  
“ J- S .,’’ in  a  le t te r  to  th e  A r y  us, h ad  said th a t  th e  
medium’s brain  w as “ dead ened ”  o r  ren d ered  in active  
while com m u nications w ere  p assin g  th ro u g h  i t  from  th e  
Bpirit-world, h is  o p p on en t h ad th o u g h t i t  qu ite  co n sist­
ent to  confound th o se  m essages w ith  th e  channels  
through w hich th e y  cam e. W ith o u t vin d icatin g  th e  
application o f  th e  te rm  “ dead ened”  to  th e  m edium ’s 
brain, th e  m ean in g  o f  “  J .  S .”  w as c le a r  enough to  every­
body ex ce p t his op p on en t, w hose m en tal vision h ad evi­
dently been sad ly  d isto rted  and ob scu red  o f  la te . T o  
speak o f  com m u n ication s as  th o u g h  th e y  o rig in ated  in 
the medium’s b rain , w hich w as b u t th e ir  chan nel, as had  
been done, w as j u s t  ns reasonable ns i t  would be to  a ttr i­
bute th e  w a te r  th a t  flows to  o u r  houses to  th e  pipes th a t  
bring it. M r . B la ir  had n e x t  favored  th em  w ith another  
edition o f  S ir J o h n  H e rsh e l, th e  n u m b er o f w hich he 
did n o t re m e m b e r ; b u t h e  w ould show  th a t  a f te r  all hiB 
friends talk  a b o u t H e rsh e l his co n d u ct in  relation  to  
Spiritualism  w as u tte r ly  in co n sisten t w ith th e  principles  
of H ersh el’s p h ilo so p h y ; and th a t  S p iritu alists w ere  
applying th o se  p rin cip les to  th e  elucidation o f  a n  im por­
tan t b u t difficult su b ject. H o w  did H ersh el arriv e a t 
those form u lated  re su lts  o f  which th e y  h ad h eard  so 
much ? D id  h e  n o t  accu m u late  as m an y carefu lly  ob­
served facts , an d  th e  re su lts  o f  skilfully con d u cted  e x ­
perim ents, as  possible, and th e n  p roceed  to  generalise, 
and deduce su ch  conclu sion s as th e  prep on d eran ce of  
facta w arran ted  ?  In te llig e n t S p iritu alists applied the  
same p rin cip les o f  in d u ctiv e  philosophy to  th e  pheno­
mena ; and from  a  v ast m ass o f  fa cts  and testim onies  
they arrived a t  th e  tw ofold conviction o f  th e ir  objective  
reality , an d  th e ir  sp iritu a l origin. T h ey  h ad  n e x t been 
favored w ith in fo rm atio n  as  to  w h ere th e  d o ctrin es of 
Spiritualism  had beon “sto len ”  from . H e  had sta ted  th e  
first n ig h t th a t  Spiritu alism  did n o t  claim  to  have dis­
covered m an y o f  th e  d o ctrin es  i t  ta u g h t, b u t to  have  
brought th em  o u t  m o re  p rom in en tly  th an  had been done 
before its  tim e, j u s t  a s  J e s u s  h ad done w ith som e o f tho  
truths h o ta u g h t b u t  did n o t  o rig in ate . H is  opponent 
had said th e  d o ctrin e  o f  im m o rtality  w as stolen  from  th e  
N ew  T estam en t. W h a t  a n  an n ou n cem en t! if  th e  fact  
o f th e  ex is te n ce  o f  a  tr u th  b efore i t  w as ta u g h t by cer­
tain m en w as to  b e  con sid ered  p ro o f th a t  th e y  had stolen  
rt.Shen up on h is frien d ’s  reaso n in g  h e  w ould ask—where  
md th e  w riters  o f  th e  N e w  T estam en t steal i t  from ? for 
th ey  could n o t  c la im  to  have discovered  it. I f  from  the

O ld T ostam ent, th en , w here did th e  w riters  o f  th o  O ld  
T estam o n t g e t i t  from  ?  for thoy cou ld  n o t claim  origin­
a lity  on th a t sco re . A n d  w h ere did th ose nation s steal  
i t  from  who had never seen a  B ible ? T h e  fact w as th e  
d octrin e was a  kind o f universal p ro p erty , and to  accu se  
an y  ono o f stealing i t  w as ab o u t ns ju s t  and sensible as  
i t  would be to  accu se  them  o f s tcau n g  th e  atm osphero  
o r th e  sunlight, which w ere th e  h eritag e  o f  all m en. 
T hey w ere fu rth er inform ed th a t th e  d o c tr in e s o f  uni­
versal redem ption nnd e tern al progression h ad ¿Iso been  
stolen  from  th e  B ible. T hey all knew th a t th o  Bible 
ta u g h t no such doctrines. T he C nlvinistic school 
openly ta u g h t th a t  th e  »chem o o f  redem ption w as never 
intended b y God to  be universal, b u t th a t m any had 
from  e to m ity  beon predestinated  to- d estru ctio n  ; while 
th e  A rm inian school, who contended fo r  tho universality  
o f th o  sch em e, w ere  com pelled to  adm it th a t i t  only  
a c tu a lly  em b raced  a  sm all portion  o f  th e  ra ce . A s  to  
p rogression  th e  passage—  “ th ese shall g o  aw ay into  
everlastin g punish m en t”  se ttle d  i t  from  th o  B ible stan d ­
point. I f  th e  punish m en t w ere o tern al th e re  could ho 
no resto ra tio n  o r  deliverance from  it . P rog ression  th ero  
m igh t be, b u t i t  w as like tho Irish m an ’s backw ard and  
d o w nw ard -progressiou  in  woo. T he B ible knew  nothing  
o t thoso d o ctrin es as  Spiritualism  ta u g h t thorn, and th e re ­
fo re  th oy  could n o t bo tak en  from  it . T h e  sam e rem ark s  
applied to  th e  ch arg e  o f  having Btolen th e  n o n -etern ity  
o f  punish m en t and th e  n o n -existen ce o f  Satan . I t  would 
have been as  w ell if  his friend h ad a ttem p ted  to  disprove 
th ese  doctrines. T h o question w as n o t w h eth er Spirit­
ualism  hnd first revealed  th em  to  th e  world, b u t w hether  
th e y  w ero tru e . O th e r  d o ctrin es had beon alleged to  
have been sto len  from  th e  an cien ts, b u t ho w as am azed  
th a t  a  m an  o f  M r. B la ir ’s  protensions should contend  
th a t, b ecau se ce rta in  thingB w ore believed and p ractised  
b y  th e  an cien ts, th erefo re  w e, who believed and p ractised  
th e  sam e th in g s now , had stolen  th em . Did he foresee  
w h at ab su rd  conclusions his reaso n in g  w ould lead  him  
to  ?  H e  believed in God— so did th e  an cien ts ; th e re ­
fore, acco rd in g  to  his ow n lo g ic , he had stolon th a t  boliof 
from  th em . H o  believed in and p ractised  p ray er, so did 
o th ers  th ousan ds o f  y e a rs  a g o , th erefo re  ho had stolon  
th a t  p ra c tic e  from  th em . H is  op pon ent had also  Btatcd  
th a t  th e  phenom ena as  w ell as  th e  d o ctrin es o f  S p iritu al­
ism  woro sto len  ; b u t th e  rem ark s already m ade applied  
to  th a t  point. I n  his zeal to  prove th a t  th e  phenom ena  
w ere  stolon  M r. B la ir  had adm itted  th oir reality  and  
th e ir  an tiq u ity , and had th u s un w ittin gly  h a lf  proved tho 
case  for Spiritu alism . T hey had n e x t beon p resen ted  
w ith a  s tr in g  o f  alleged co n trad ictio n s from  spiritual 
teach in gs. M r. B la ir  s ta te d  th a t  ho had culled  thoBO 
co n trad ictio n s h im self from  th e  w orks o f  S p iritu alists, 
and th a t  w as to  bo tak en  as  evidence o f  his exten sive  a c ­
qu ain tan ce w ith  th o  lite ra tu ro  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t; but 
w ould th o  audienco cre d it i t  th a t  th o  gen tlem an who 
h ad said so m uch ab o u t w h at ho eleg an tly  term ed  “ p rig­
gin g”  h ad actu ally  sto len  th a t  lis t o f  alleged co n trad ic­
tions, and had so u g h t to  palm  tho passago oft' ns his own? 
H e  ch allen ged  his op pon ent to  deny th e  ch arge . Tho 
fa c t  w as th e  p assage w as a  stock  objection I J o  had road  
i t  in  nnii-spiritunl w orks, and heard a  W esley an  M in ister  
read  o u t th e  id entical lis t in th e  A ssem bly H a ll n o t long  
since. T h a t th e re  w ere differences o f  opinion am ong  
S p iritu alists  on som e su b jects he w illingly adm itted. 
T h ey  d ared  to  th in k  for them selves, and w ere  suro to  
co m e to  different conclusions on som e points. B u t  ho 
ven tu red  to  say  th e re  w ere n o t m ore co n trad ictio n s  
am on g th em  th a n  w ere to  be fo u n d . am ong w riters  on  
religious subjects— nay, n o t m ore th an  w ere to  be found  
in th e  B ib le  itself; while upon m ost im p o rtan t questions  
th e  leading w riters  w ere  in  beautiful h arm on y . -  H o  
challenged his op p on en t to  prove from  tho w orks o f  ac­
know ledged w riters  o n .th e  su b ject one-hnlf th e  co n tra ­
dictions he had adduced, and h e  w ould givo him  a  week 
to  do i t  in. L e t  him co n su lt A . J .  D avis’ w orks in som e 
2 5  vola.; Ju d g e  Edm onds’ “ S p iritu alism ” in tw o vols.; 
W illiam  H o w itt’s “  H isto ry  o f  th o  S u p e rn a tu ra l" in tw o  
vols.; B o b e rt D ale O w en’s tw o w orks— “ T h e  F o o tfalls  
on  th e  B ou n d aries o f A n o th er W o rld ,” and “T h e  D eb at­
able L a n d ;”  M rs. D e M o rg an 's  “ F ro m  M a tto r  to  S p irit;”  
E m m a H ard in g e ’s “ H isto ry  o f  A m erican  S p iritu alism ;”  
Thom as B rev o ir’s  “  Tw o W o rld s ;”  U ria h  C lark ’s “ Plain
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G uide to  Spiritualism  H u d son  T u ttle ’s “ A rca n a  o f  
Spiritu alism  ;”  Peeb les’ “ Seers o f th e  A g e s  M oses  
H u ll's  “  Q u estion  S ettled ;”  G erald  M assey 's  “ C on cern ­
in g  S p i r i t u a l i s m P r o f e s s o r  H a re ’s “  Spiritualism  
Scientifically D em o n stra te d ;”  P rofesso r D en ton 's  “ N a ­
tu ra ls  S e cre te ."  T h ese w ere only som e 4 0  w orks, averag­
in g  bout 4 0 0  p ag es each ; b u t, if  n ecessary , he could  
furnish' h is  friend w ith 100  m ore from  which to  prove  
his case. Som e o f  th e  alleged con trad ictio n s w ore th eir  
ow n refu tatio n  on  th eir face, as th o  one did th a t denied 
im m ortality , fo r  th a t was th e  cardinal doctrine o f  sp irit­
ualism, a n a  thoso who denied i t  ceased  to  bo spiritualists. 
A nd so o f  slavery. I t  had been condem ned from the  
first, and found in S p iritu alists uncom prom ising foes. 
H ow  had M r. B la ir  d ealt w ith th e  w itnesses called in 
th e  o th er n igh t ? H ad  he disproved th e ir  testim on y, o r  
shown th a t th e y  wero incom p etent, o r  u n tru stw o rth y  ?  
N o. B ein g  unable to  overth row  th eir testim on y he had  
reso rted  to  th e  questionable m eans o f  disparaging th em . 
D r. Campbell w as no a u th o rity  in science, as  th ou g h  it 
required a  philosopher to  decide w h eth er a  tab le m oved, 
o r a question was co rre c tly  answ ered. H o ra ce  G reeley  
w as short-sighted , as  though phenom ena cognisable by 
tho ey e  w ero th e  only ones he had testified to . D r. 
E llio tson  w as u n tru stw o rth y  becauso ho adm itted  tho  
re a lity  o f  clairvoy an t and m esm eric pow ers. B u t  he  
th ou g h t th a t fnct gave additional w eight to  his testim on y  
in favor o f  Spiritualism  ; fo r  as he h ad been in advance  
o f  his profession in th a t  case, and th e y  wero com ing up  
to  his conclusions, so th ey  w ould m ost probably have to  
do in th is . B o b o rt B ell had lo st his rep u tatio n  as  an  
ob server and critic . B u t  in whoso estim ation had his 
rep u tatio n  suffered ? H e  had lo st casto  am on g self- 
sufficient critics  and “ new spaper scrib b lers.” B u t  had 
n o t G alileo, H arv ey , Jo n n er, Stephenson, and a h o st o f  
oth ers forfeited th e ir  rep u tatio n  in th e  eyes o f  th e ir  con­
tem p o raries?  P o sterity , how ever, had reversed  th e  
v erd ict o f  th e ir  contem p oraries, and so i t  w ould be in 
th is case. Spiritu alists m igh t confidently aw ait th e  ver­
d ict o f th e  fu tu re. S erg ean t C ox had been o b jected  to  
as  n o t being a Spiritu alist, b u t his testim on y h ad only  
been adduced in favor o f  th e  reality  o f  tho phenom ena, 
and it  h ad  n o t been denied. H ow  had th e  in stan ces o f  
sp irit com munion adduced been d ealt w ith ? H a d  com ­
m union been shown to  be im possible o r  im probable ?  or 
th e  ow es given fairly  m et o r  explained a w a y ?  N o . 
H is  friend had found it  easiest to  qu ietly pass ov er som e, 
and ridicule others ns Y an k ee  g h o st stories. C ases a t­
tested  b y resp ect able w itnesses in ou r ow n tim e wero  
rejected as  unw orthy o f  cred it by a gentlom nn who could  
acco p t the story th a t a  whale swallowed Jo n ah  and k ep t 
him in its  belly th ree  days, on  th e  testim on y o f  Jo n ah  
alone. They had been to ld  th a t P ro fe sso r P o p p er could  
produce th e  phenom ena o f  Spiritualism , b u t th ere  
w ere things he could n o t im itate; and if he could co u n t­
e rfe it them  all th at would prove nothing again st Spirit­
ualism , fo r  he professed to  do th em  by chem ical and  
m echanical agencies, w hereas no such things w ere  used  
by genuine Spiritualists. H o would now n o tice  th e  m ost 
senouB charge M r. B la ir  had m ade— th a t  Spiritualism  
w as a  system  o f “scandalous and sham eless im m o rality  ” 
T h a t w as a  grave charge. H a d  one fact o r  argu m en t 
been given to  sup port i t ?  N o t one. W o u ld  any  
honorable con tro versialist have appealed to  th e  preju­
dices and passions o f  th e  audience in such a  s train , w ith­
o u t giving a  tittle  o f  evidence in  p ro o f o f  h is  assertio n ?  
H is  opponent was a t  lib erty  to  re je c t Spiritualism  as 
unnrpved i f  he chose, but to  ch arg e  i t  gratu itou sly  w ith

sham eless im m orality w as u tte rly  unjustifiable, and  
could n o t  pass unrebuked. I n  th e  nam o o f honourable  
controversy  in  th e  nam e o f  sim ple tru th  and ju stice , in 
th o  nam e o f  thousands o f  in telligen t and resp ectable  
m en and w om en o f th a t city  and colony who had em- 
braced  Spiritualism , and had been insulted and m aligned  
b y th e  abom inablo and unfounded accu sation— h e6 cal-

h lo Srr ";hdB̂ ,£ er,° »
M r . T yerm au . said M r. B la ir  had had his la s t oppor­

tu n ity  to  p rov e his charges b u t h ad le t i t  Blip, no doubt

tn r mer:V & °°d l 0* * 0™ ,  JH ,\ had n o t f o m d  ^  convenient 
d i l b,e ra te  Plagiarism , w hich he  

(M r . T y erm an ) had b ro u g h t hom e to  hun, n o r a ttem p ted

to  prove th e  im m oral ten d en cy  o f  Spiritualism . As f 
Professor P ep p er, w h at com p arison  w as th ere betw e^  
effects produced avow edly b y legerd em ain  and tho p]ie. 
nomenn spon tan eously p rod u ced  in  th e  presence of 
hon est tru th -seek ers. T h o scien tific  au th orities quoted 
again st Spiritu alism  h ad n o t b o tto m ed  and exposed the 
whole th in g as h ad b een  s ta te d . So m e o f  thorn, accord, 
ing to  th e ir  ow n adm ission , w o re  w holly unacquainted 
w ith it , and th e  r e s t  h ad  b u t a  v e ry  lim ited  knowledge 
o f  it . H e n ce  th e ir  testim o n y  w as w orthless. The few 
scientific m en, lik e  th o  la te  P ro fesso r H a re , who had 
thoroughly in v estig ated  th o  su b je ct, h ad  becomo Spirit 
u a lis ts ; and oth ers, like C ro ok es, h ad  dem onstrated tho 
genuineness o f  th e  plienom ona, and w ould, he felt confi. 
d en t, as th e  re su lt o f  fu r th e r  experim ents, adopt the 
sp iritu al hypothesis. W illiam  H o w itt  had n o t given up 
Spiritualism . T h o a tte m p t to  con v ey th a t  impression 
to  the m eetin g w as akin to  th e  a tte m p t o f  his opponent 
to  palm  ofT as  his ow n th e  s tr in g  o f  p a ltry  contradictions 
culled from  a n o th e r  w riter. H e  held in his hand the 
S p iritu a l M agazine  fo r  J u n e  la s t, th e  firs t articlo in 
which w as from  th e  pen o f  W illiam  H o w itt, and in that 
artic lo  h o g av e D r . C arp en ter, a n d  th o se  who, liko him, 
condem ned Spiritualism  on insufficient data , ono o f tho 
m ost m anly b u t slash in g castig atio n s con ceited  know-alls 
ever g o t. T he re p o r t  o f  th o  C o m m ittee  o f  th e  Loudon 
D ialectical S o cie ty  w as su b stan tia lly  in  favor o f Spirit­
ualism , so m uch so th a t  som e m em b ers o f  th a t society 
had rep u d iated  i t  b ecau se  i t  h ad  n o t supported their 
forogono conclusions a g a in st th e  m ovem ent. Instead of 
only on o su b -com m itteo  ob tain in g phenom ena, four lmd, 
and th o se  w hich h ad  n o t, had  n o t  persevered as they 
ou gh t. N o r  w as th e  co m m itteo  com posed chiefly of 
S p iritu alists as a lleged , five-sixths b ein g  unbelievers and 
preju d iced  ag ain st i t  a t  first. M r . H o m e had been de­
noun ced as  a n  im p o ster b y  M r . B la ir , b u t this, like all 
his sw eeping s ta tem en ts, w as u n acco m p an ied  by an atom 
o f  evidence. M a n y  em in en t m en  o f  G r e a t  B ritain  had 
testified  to  his in te g rity  and good ch a ra c te r  in tho trial 
referred  to . M r . B la ir ’s  opinion o f  th e  literatu re  of 
Spiritu alism  w as o f  li ttle  w eigh t. T h e  w ork s o f  Davia, 
E m m a H ard in g e , P eeb les, O w en, an d  o th ers, had boon 
favorably review ed by critics  to  w hom  i t  w ould bo an in­
su lt to  co m p are  h is  op pon ent. T h e  A m erican  origin of 
th e  m ovem ent w as no a rg u m e n t a g a in st it . Tho world 
w as m uch in d eb ted  to  A m e rica . T h e  E o x  g irls  were not 
im p osters, a n d  i t  w as m ost rep reh en sib le  to  h u rl those 
ch arg es  so reck lessly , a n d  w ith o u t proof. C harge after 
ch arg e  had been th ro w n  a t  p erso n s and th e  whole move­
m e n t w ith unblushing au d acity , and w hen p ro o f was de­
m anded silen ce w as th e  an sw er given . E v e n  if  charges 
a g a in st odd individuals cou ld  be su b stan tiated  that 
w ould prove n o th in g  a g a in st S p iritu alism  as  a  whole. 
H is  op pon ent knew  h e  w as tread in g  on  d an gerous ground, 
fo r  he could r e to r t  by re fe rrin g  to  th in g s  done byAmcm- 
b ers an d  m in isters o f  o rth o d o x  ch u rch es . N o r  was it 
tr u e  to  say th a t  Spiritu alism  w as an ti-ch ristian . Cer­
tain ly  i t  w as opposed to  m u ch  o f  th e  d o gm atic  theology 
o f th e  ch u rch es, and h e  rejo iced  in  th e  f a c t , for those 
dogm as w ore n o t  C h rist’s teach in gs, b u t  its  religion was 
th a t  ta u g h t by J e s u s , o f  lo ve to  G o d  an d  m an. A s to 
th e  ch arg e  o f  blasphem y he rep elled  it . T h e  blasphemers 
w ere on  th e  o th e r  side. T h ose who defam ed th e  char­
a c te r  o f  G o d  b y ascrib in g  in ju n ctio n s and actio n s to  him 
w hich w ould d isg race  a  m an  w ero th e  re a l blasphemers. 
Spiritu alism  p resen ted  G o d  in  a  m o st exalted  and 
a ttra c tiv e  lig h t. B e fo re  th e  discussion M r. B la ir  had 
said h e  w ould p ro v e  S p iritu alism  to  b e  “ in  all respects 
a  delusion, a  ch e a t, a n d  a  f ra u d ."  H a d  h e  d etectea  tho 
ch e a t, p rov ed  th e  frau d, o r  show n th a t  S p iritu alists wore 
th e  su b jects o f  delusion ?  T h e  delusion  w as all on his 
ow n side in supposing he cou ld  acco m p lish  a n  impossible 
task . H e  h ad said  th e  p h enom en a w ere  m echanical 
effects o f  m ech an ical cau ses, b u t  h e  h ad  n o t  furnished a 
single in stan ce  o f  th e ir  having been so produced. Ho 
h ad spoken o f  la te n t e le c tr ic ity , b u t  h ad  failed to  con­
n e c t th e  ph enom ena w ith  i t  a s  a  cau se . C ou ld  i t  play 
m usical in stru m en ts, w rite  m essages, fo re te ll events, exe­
c u te  draw ings, and p ro d u ce  o th e r  effects, so often  wit­
nessed  ?  T h ey  m igh t as  w ell a scrib e  a  telegraphic  
m essage to  e le c tric ity , in stead  o f  re g a rd in g  i t  as only an 
a g e n t o r  m edium  o f  com m u n ication . H is  op pon ent had
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not proved a singlo p o in t a g a in st Spiritu alism . V u lgar  
epithets, sw eeping d en u n ciatio n s, g ra tu ito u s accu sation s, 
coarse invective, a n d  ch eap  rid icu le , th e y  had had in 
abundance, b u t as  fo r  fa c ts , arg u m en ts, o r evidences 
against Spiritualism , w h ere w ere  th e y  ?  H e  reg re tted  
¿hat he had n o t tim e to  go a t  le n g th  in to  th e  teachings  
of Spiritualism. I t  ta u g h t th a t  d ep arted  friends could  
still com m unicate w ith u s  ; th a t  in sp iratio n  w as a  p er­
petual fact, a n d  n o t  confined to  th e  an cien ts as  m any  
held. W h y should i t  b e ?  T h a t  apostolic g ifts  had 
not been w ithdraw n, w ere  th e y  n o t as  m uch needed  
now as eighteen ce n tu rie s  ag o  ?  I t  ta u g h t th a t God  
was the loving F a t h e r  o f  all m en, and from  th a t sp ran g  
the brotherhood o f  m an , w hich, w hen fully recognised , 
would p u t an  end to  w ar a n d  oppression. I t  also ta u g h t  
that God governed th e  ph ysical, in tellectu al, and m oral 
worlds by e tern al law s, and th a t  happiness cou ld  only be 
obtained by ob edien ce to  th e m ; th a t  th e  tru e  o b ject o f  
punishment w as th e  refo rm atio n  o f  th e  w ron g-d oer; th a t  
every m an m u st b e a r th e  p en alties o f  h is  ow n sin, and  
could not g e t  rid  o f  th em  th ro u g h  th e  vicarious w ork o f  
another; th a t  th e  sou l e n tered  th e  o th e r  w orld in th e  
same m oral con d ition  a s  i t  le f t th is  ; and th a t  endless 
progression in o th er sp h eres w as th e  g loriou s destiny of  
all men. S p iritu alism  h ad a lread y  saved m any from  
cheerless ath eism , confirm ed th e  faith  o f  th ou san d s in a 
future state , and b ro u g h t con solatio n  to  m any sorrow ing  
hearts by proving th a t  loved ones still lived and com ­
muned with th em . H e  u rg ed  upon th o se  in terested  in 
tho subject to  in v e stig a te  i t  for th em selv es, and th ey  
would assu red ly find evidence o f  its  tr u th . M r. T y e r-  
man closed th o  discussion in th o  follow ing w ords :— To 
those who a re  op posed to  S p iritu alism , and will n o t fairly  
examine its claim s, I  w ould say — D o y o u r  w orst, but 
you cannot qu ench its  g loriou s lig h t n o r a r re s t  its  m a­
jestic m arch. I n  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  G lad ston e I  say, 
gentlemen, “ tim e is  ag ain st y o u .”  T im e’s ceaseless  
stream will b e a r S p iritu alism  a lo n g  w ith i t  to  g ran d er  
triumphs. S cu rrilo u s scrib b lers m ay t r y  to  w rite  i t  and  
its advocates dow n in  th e  colum ns o f  th o  daily p r e s s ; 
unscrupulous op pon ents m ay a tta ck  a n d  m isrep resen t it  
on the p la tfo rm ; lead ers o f  religion , who o u g h t to  hail 
it as a  friend, m ay  t r y  to  c ru sh  i t  as  a  foe, b u t “ tim e is 
against th em .” T w en ty  y ears  ag o  th e  phenom ena w ere  
generally scouted as  th e  fru its  o f  im p o stu re ; now th eir  
genuineness is  n o t  denied by an y  on e having a  to lerab le  
acquaintance w ith th e  su b ject. T w en ty  y e a rs  h en ce the  
spiritual origin o f  th e  ph enom ena will be all b u t univer­
sally adm itted. S p iritu alism  will stan d  becau se dem on­
strated facts  a re  i ts  foun dation . I t  ca n n o t bo destroyed  
because tru th  is  th e  v ita l p rin ciple th a t  gives it-life , and  
soul, and b eau ty . I t  com es from  heaven, and all its 
enemies com bined ca n n o t sweep i t  from  earth . I t  has a  
noble mission to  fulfil am ong m en. M illions have a l­
ready felt i ts  qu icken ing pow er, and a t  its  to u ch  have  
started into n ew  life  a n d  n o b ler actio n s. A nd e re  long  
millions m o re  will hail it , em b race it, and rejoice  in it, 
as “ God’s  la s t b e s t  g ift to  m an .” .

[E xcep tion  m ay be ta k e n  to  tho lim ited  s p a c y  w e have 
allotted to  M r . B la ir . W e  have given th e  p ith  o f  his 
speeches, b u t w e cou ld  n o t spare th e  space to  rep ort  
more fully th e  e x tra n e o u s  rubbish which form ed the  
bulk o f  w h at h e  said.— Aid. H .  L . ]

S P I R I T  P H O T O G R A P H Y .

8pibit  photography is  still a ttra c tin g  a  g re a t deal 
of attention  in E n g la n d . I t  app ears, how ever, th a t  from  
some doubt ca s t  upon th e  bona fid e s  o f  M r. H udson by 
M r  G uppy and M r. J o h n  Jo n e s , th e  photographs pro­
cured th e re  h av e  b een  sub m itted  to  a  critical exam ina- 
hon, and som e o f  th em  pron oon ced to  be spurious. W e  
” * 7 .  rem ark , en  pa ssa n t, th a t  M r . H u d son  is n o t a 
Spiritualist, and th e  frau d  w as first discovered by Spirit- 

,i?t*. T h ere is  n o  doubt, how ever, th a t m any genuine 
“pint photographs h av e  been ob tain ed a t  M r. H udson's  
•tudio, and i t  is  to  be re g re tte d  a  desire for gain should 
nave induced him to  stoop  to  fraud. T h e  investigation  

the sub ject has le d  to  th e  developm ent o f  a t  least tw o  
new media— M r. S la te r , o f  L o n d on , and M r. B eattie , of 
Uifton— th ro u gh  w hom  som e very  strik in g  sp irit photo- 
graphs have been obtained.

V E G E T A B L E  v. A N I M A L  D I E T . .

{A b rid g ed  f r o m  the B a n n er  o f  L ig h t, J u n e  8 , 1 8 7 2 .)
Is  i t  n o t enough th a t a  cow  gives you lu scious m ilk, 

splendid b u tte r  and cheese ? m u st you n eed s a d d  a  few 
m ore dollars to  yo u r th ence stench  y, d astard ly  purse, 
by killing h er and selling h er dead body to  bo consum ed  
by hum an beings ?  I s  i t  n o t enough th a t  th e  sheep  
gives y o u  w o ol? m ust y o u  “ s la u g h te r"  h e r, to o , to  
g ratify  th e  vu lgar stom achs o f  vu lgar bipeds, called th e  
noble cre a tu re s  o f G od’s im age ? “ T hou sh alt n o t kill”  
is a  divine com m and— divine to-day, yesterd ay , and fo r­
ever. I f  you say th is w as applied to  man  only, I  would 
reply  th a t  I  believe th a t I  can  find m ore useless, harm ful 
m en upon th e  e a rth  th a n  four-footed  b easts , and th a t it  
w ould be a  g r e a te r  blessing to  rid  tho world o f  th e  for­
m er th an  o f  tho la tte r . I f  you m ust k ill, w ill kill, then  
h u n t u p  th e  hum an b ru tes; ( i f  n o t a  m isnom er,) those  
drunken, idle vagabonds, th e  lep ers o f  society , th ose  
who never g av e and nev er will give, for th e  good o f the  
race , a  pound o f wool, a pound o f  b u tte r  o r  cheese, or  
even an  egg , p u t th em  deep u n d er 'the sod, and le t  th eir  
place be supplied b y som e hen, som e goose o r  tu rk ey , 
som e cow  o r  sheep.

Two statem en ts a re  con stan tly  m ade to  su stain  the  
a rg u m e n t th a t i t  was intended th a t m an should e a t  
m eat. T h ese a re , first, th a t m an posscsBses canine te e th , 
an d , second ly, th a t hard-w orking persons require i t  I f  
th e  first assertion  be co rre c t, th en  le t us re tu rn  to  a 
very  prim ative s ta te , d iscard  knives and forks, do aw ay  
w ith cooking, and, like dogs, te a r  th e  flesh we m ust 
consum e. T he fact is , wo have little  o r  no occasion  to  
use such te e th  in preparing cooked m eat for th e  stom ach, 
a n d  h en ce th e  fallacy o f  th e  argum ent. A s regard s  
lab o rers who seek s tre n g th  and m uscle in poyk and beef, 
m ay wo n o t re fe r  th em  to  th e  o x , th e  h orse, th o  bison, 
th e  elep han t, and ask if  th ese  pow erful cre a tu re s  g e t  
th e ir  m ajestic m uscles from  dead hogs, horses, sheep, 
cow s and ca ts  ? (rab b its  ? )  M u st th e  w orking ox  
d ig est tw o o r  th re e  pounds o f  b eef p e r  day, th a t  he m ay  
keep u p  his s tren g th  ?  T h ere  is n othing m ore strikingly  
sim ple in N a tu re  th an  th e  fact that other substances p r o ­
d u ce  these results . W ill you deny th is, in tho face o f  
an unm istakable tr u th , and assort, to-m orrow  th a t  you  
m u st have sausage and chicken',' m u tton  and ham  to  sus­
tain  you ? T h e  whole th in g is foolish, false, w rong : in 
eg g s, in m ilk, in b u tter, cheese, Jin ou r num erous vege­
tab les, cereals and fru its, fa r  m ore healthful nourish­
m en t can  bo found th an  in th e  flesh o f anim als. A s  a  
fu rth e r su p p ort o f  m y position, I  can  say  th a t  th e  m ass  
o f  th e  people o f  In d ia  do n o t e a t  m eat, and th ey  are  
hardy, h ealth y , sprigh tly . V e ry  m any, too, o f  the s to u t  
H ollan d ers and G erm an s, th e  very  m odels o f  robustness, 
seldom , e x ce p t as  a  holiday feast, e a t  a  p article  o f  m eat.

I n  th e  “ A m erican  S p iritu alist ”  o f  th e  2 1 th  o f  F e b ­
ru a ry , th e re  was a  very  forcible a rtic le  on “ W h a t  
shall S p iritu alists c a t  ? ” I  will quote a  few paragraphs: 
“ M u ller m entions a distinguished p riest o f  In d ia , who, 
w hen dying, said to  his people, ‘ E a t  only grain s and  
fru its. L e t  th e  predaceous anim als prey on  carn age  and  
b lo o d ! S ta in  n o t th e  divine gen tlen ess o f  y o u r n atu res  
by on e a c t  o f  c ru elty  to  th e  creatu res  ben eath  y o u ! 
H eav en , to  p ro te ct th em , hath p la ced  you  a t  th e ir  head.

B e  n o t treach ero u s to  the im p o rtan t t r u s t  y o u  hold, 
by m urdering th em , n o r defile y o u r bodies by filling them  
w ith p u trefaction .’ . . P y th ag o ras, living som e 5 0 0

£ears B .  C ., recom m ended a  vegetable diet. N eith er  
im self n o r disciples tasted  flesh. Arista'tin, th e  suc­

cessor o f  P y th ag oras in his fam ous school, was also  a  
fru it-eatin g  philosopher. Zeno, th e  sto ic, D iogenes, th e  
cynic, P lato , P lu tarch , P lau tu s , P ro ctu s , Em ped ocles, 
8 ocion, Q u intus, S extu s, A ppolonius o f  T yan a, P o rp h y ry , 
C lem ent o f  A lexan dria, and n early  all th e  m ore em inent 
o f  th e  a n cien t sages, abstained en tirely  from  flesh-food, 
while Sw edenborg, N ew ton, W e sle y , H ow ard, Linnajus, 
G assendi, C uvier, L o rd  M onboddo, and hosts o f  o th ers, 
learned and gifted , have testified ag ain st its  u se . I t  
m ay n o t be o u t o f  place to  fu rth e r m ention Shelley, 
H aller, R itson , Lam b , D r . H u felan d , S ir  R ich ard  
Phillips, Prof. M ussey, F .  W . E v a n s , defender o f  th e  
S h ak er faith , A lco tt, som etim es te rm ed  “ th e  N ew  E n g ­
land Sage,”  and m any o f  o u r  m edia, by d irectio n  o f  th e ir
spirit-guides.



306 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

W h ile  vegetables supply all th e  vital w an ts o f  th e  sys­
te m  w arm ing, repairin g, re in v igoratin g  and p reserv in g th e  
p a rts , th u s ten din g to  physical health , en ergy , onduranee  
and longevity, th ey v are j m ore w holesom e, nourishing, 
and fa r  cheaper. Econ om y, w ith th e  p o o rer  classes, is 
an im p o rtan t item . H e re  is D r . E .  Sm ith  s  tab le, 
show ing th e  relativ e  econom ic values o f  th e  tw o cjasses 
o f d i e t :

Carbon. Nitrogen.
Bread, barley, oatmeal........................................  GAOS 234
Beef, mutton, pork............................................... .1.218 61
This shows m ore th an  fourfold valu e in fav o r o f  th e  
fru it and vegetable system  o f  diet.

T h a t cold co u n tries  req u ire  flesh-eating to  gen erate  
h e a t in th e  organism , is a n  exploded notion. P ro f. 
Liebig , in his “  A nim al C h em istry ,” s a y s : “ G rain  and  
o th e r  n u tritiou s vegetables yield  us, n o t on ly  in starch , 
su g ar and gum , th e  carb o n  which p ro te c ts  o u r  organ s  
from  th e  action  o f  oxy gen , and produces in th e  organism  
th e  h e a t which is essen tial to  life, b u t also , in th e  form  
o f  vegetable librine, album en, and caseine, o u r  blood, 
from  which th e  o th e r  p a rts  o f  ou r body a ro  developed  
.  . .  V egetab le  librine and anim al librine, vegetable  
album en and anim al album en hardly dill'or, even in form . 
P ro f. W . B . C arp en ter-say s  : ‘ G ood whenton b read  con­
tain s, m ore n early  than any o th e r su b stan ce in ordinary  
use, th e  prop ortion  o f  azotized and n o n -azotized  m a tte r  
which is  adapted to  rep air  th e  w aste o f  th e  sy stem  and  
to  supply th e  w ants o f coinbustablo m ateria l, u n d er th e  
ordinary1 conditions o f civilized life in te m p e ra te  clim ates; 
and we f i n d  that health a n d  strength  ca n  hr. m o re p erfectly  
sustained upon that sitls/ance than up o n  any other taken  
alone.’ D r. G u y, o f  K in g ’s C ollcgo, L o n d on , say s  : “  I  
have n o hesitation in exp ressin g an  opinion in favor o f  
th e  sufficiency o f  a d ietary  from  which th e  m eat elem ent 
is wholly exclu d ed .” ’ G . L .  D i t s o n ,  M .D .

A lbany, N . Y '

-  A G R I C U L T U R A L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  C O ­

O P E R A T I V E  A S S O C IA T IO N .

W e  learn  th a t th e  form ation  o f  th e  C o-operative A s­
sociation, to  bo called T h e  “A g ricu ltu ral an a  In d u strial 
A ssociation,” is  rapidly progressing. I t  is ra th e r  rem ark ­
ab le  th a t tw o b u c I i  associations should bo in th e  co u rse  
o f  form ation a t  th e  sam e tim e— one in A u stra lia  a n d  th e  
othor in N ew  Zealand, each having th e  sam o ob jects in 
view, y e t quite independent o f  each  othor.

T h e  p rom oters o f  th e  one h e re  in M elb ourne have, we 
beliove, p u t thomsolvos in com m unication with th e  origi­
n ators o f  th a t in N ow  Z ealand, w ith th e  viow o f  a sce r­
tain in g  if  i t  bo n o t possible to  un ite th e ir  forces, and  
form  one, scoing th a t  th e ir  aim s a re  identical. I t  is  quite  
evident th a t th e y  “  m oan business,”  for th e  ru les  o f  th e  
one, and th e  prospectu s o f  th e  o th e r aro  a lread y  d ra fte d ; 
b u t believing th a t th e  objects aim ed a t  b y th e  associa­
tions will bo b est a tta in ed  by first th oroughly-m aturing  
th e ir  plans, th ey  do n o t wish to  p u t thorn to o  hurriedly  
before th e  public.

S o fa r  as wo can learn  a t  p resen t, th e y  in ten d  to  se lect  
from  th e  Crow n, o r  purchase on  term s from  a  private  
individual, a  block o f  ag ricu ltu ral and indu strial land, of 
a b o u t1 0 ,0 0 0  acres, in an y  o f th e  A u stralian  colonies o r  
N ew  Zealand, w hichever m igh t be deem ed m o st advan­
tag eou s for^thp p resen t and fu tu re  w ell-being o f  th e  
association.

T h a t th e  association shall consist o f  1 0 0  families ; th a t  
lab o u r and skill com bined, w ith gen eral approved good  
ch aracter, shall, form  th e  cap ital required  to  be invested  
in  purchasing.an' in terest in th e  asso cia tio n ; b u t th a t  
even r m em ber (leaving room  for special cases) shall sub­
scrib e to  th o  L o a n  F u n d  o f  th e  A ssociation th e  minimum  

o f  £ 2 5 ' as a  gu aran tee o f earnestness and good  
f a i th ; th e  rem ain der o f  th e  cap ital to  be raised  by re -  
ceiving fu rth er loans from  th e  m em bers o r  non-m em bers. 
.  ' V~  J?.8?  ,thom  ^P66^  and hope every  facility  will 
be afforded to  onable th em  to  a tta in  th e ir  end, for we 
lo ok  up on th e  organ ization  o f  labour as a  rem ed y for all 
t h e  sufferings o f  hum anity.

T h e  offices o f  th e  Provisional C om m ittee, w o  tem  a™  
• t 8 2  N ich olson -street, F i tz ro y ,to  w h i c h K m m u f o ^  
tio n s  should be addressed.

O u n  in crease  o f  sp ace , en ab les us to  publish nearly 
th e  wliolo o f  a  R ev iew  o f  O w en’s  “  D eb atable Lan d '1 
which app eared  in  th e  Q u a rterly  J o u r n a l  o f  Science for 
A p ril last. T h a t th e  lead in g  S cien tific  Jo u rn a l should 
devote ten  pages to  su ch  a  review  is  a n  im portant sign 
o f  th e  tim es, and show s th a t  th e  scientific world is being 
forced  as i t  w ere, in to  a  re co g n itio n  o f  th e  testimony to 
sp iritu al phenom ena, and b eginn in g t o  ad m it th e  necessity 
for its  th orou g h  scien tific  in v estig a tio n . Tho roviow is 
from  tho pen o f  A lfre d  R . W a lla c e  E s q ., whoso literary 
and scientific a tta in m e n ts  a r e  above qu estion . W o  com­
m end it  to  th e  sce p tic , as  ca lcu la te d  to  encourage 
th ou g h t and in vestigation .

S P I R I T U A L I S M  A D M I T T E D  I N T O  S C IE N T IF IC  
S O C I E T Y .

[F r o m  the A p r i l  n u m b er  o f  ( L o n d o n )  Q u arterly  Journal 
o f  Science.']

T h e  D e b a t a b l e  L a n d  b e t w e e n  t h i s  w o u l d  a n d  t h e  

n e x t .  W ith  I llu stra tiv e  N a rra tio n s . B y  Robort 
D ale  O w en. L o n d o n  : T riib n o r &  Co.

S ixteen  y e a rs  ag o  th e  a u th o r  o f  th is  book, then 
A m erican  M in is te r  a t  N a p le s , sp e n t th e  evening of the 
2 5 th  o f  M arch  a t  th e  h o u se o f  th e  R u ssian  Minister,
Mods. K ------, in  th e  com pany o f  sev era l visitors from
different p a r ts  o f  th e  w o rld , am o n g  w hom  wero tho
C h ev alier de F ------- (th o  T u sca n  M in is te r) and liis lady.
M adam e K -------  in tro d u ce d  th e  su b je ct o f  automatic
w ritin g  ; an d  d eclared  h e r  co n v ic tio n  th a t  som e persons 
h ad th e  pow er o f  th u s  re p ly in g  c o r r e c tly  to  questions, 
th o  tru e  an sw ers to  w hich w e re e n tire ly  unkuowntothem . 
I t  w as proposed t o  t r y  th e  e x p e r im e n t;  and each person 
p re se n t acco rd in g ly  to ok  p en cil an d  p a p e r, and waited 
th e  re su lt. A f te r  a  few  m in u tes  o n e  la d y ’s  hand began 
to  m ove, m ak in g  irreg u ln r figu res o n  th e  paper. Mr. 
O w on prop osed th a t  q u estio n s sh ou ld  b e  ask ed  ; wliore-
up on M ad am e de F -------- said , “ W h o  gave mo tlicBO
p in s ? ” p o in tin g  t o  th ro e  go ld -h ead ed  p in s th a t  fastened
h e r  dress ; adding “  I f  M r s . M -------- c a n  answ er that 1
shall b elieve.” A f te r  a  s h o r t  tim e  th e  lad y’s pencil 
slow ly w ro te  o u t— (th e  la s t  tw o  w ord s being written 
b ack w ard s)— “ T h e  one th a t  g iv es  y o u  a  M aid  and a
Cook. E .”  M ad am e de F -------- tu rn e d  p ale , and cried
“ M ag ic, i f  th e re  b e  su ch  a  th in g  a n d  th e n  told the 
com pany th a t  th e  pins h ad b een  g iv en  h e r  b y  h er cousin 
E lizab eth , w ho lived  a t  F lo re n c e , an d  w ho a t  hor re­
q u est hod s e n t h e r , a  few  days b efo re , a  la d y ’s  maid and 
a  cook. M r . O w en p o n d ered  o v er th is  s tran g e  occur­
re n ce , and d eterm in ed  to  g e t  t o  th e  b o tto m  o f  it . I p 8-
M --------w as n o t a  S p iritu a lis t. M ad am e de F ------- 7 had
only been a  few w eek s in  N a p le s , h ad  n o t  even mentioned 
h e r  co u sin ’s n am e t o  a n y  o n e , a n d  h ad  th e  slightest
possib le acq u a in ta n ce  w ith  M r s . M --------,  having only
ju s t  exch an g ed  ca rd s  w ith  h e r . S h e  expressed  tho 
s tro n g e st co n v ictio n  th a t  th e  th r e e  o r  four facts, 
a c cu ra te ly  s ta te d  in  th e  few  w ord s w ritte n , could not

Sossibly h av e  b eeo m e k n ow n  o u t  o f  h e r  ow n family- 
Ir . O w en w as th e n  a  co m p lete  s c e p t ic ;  b u t  th is  circum­

stan ce  in d u ced  a  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  w in ch  h as  been con­
tin u ed  fo r  fifteen y e a rs , a n d  w h ich  e v en tu ally  changed 
th e  w hole feelin gs a n d  te n o r  o f  h is  life . He is now a 
confirm ed S p ir itu a lis t ; th a t  is , h e  n o t  on ly  believes the 
p h enom en a to  b e  re a l, b u t  h e  h a s  satisfied  him self that 
th e y  fu rn ish  a  sufficient p ro o f o f  a  f u tu re  existen ce lor 
m an . Y e t ,  i t  m ay  su rp rise  so m e o f  o u r  re a d e rs  to  hear, 
h e  is fully im bued w ith  th e  s p ir it  a n d  teach in gs 0 
m o d em  scie n ce  ;  a n d  h is  book is  o n e  co n tin u ed  protcs 
ag ain st th e  m iracu lou s. H e  m ain ta in s  th a t  
phenom ena h ap p en  u n d er law , j u s t  as  much as  do t  o 
variou s p h enom en a (m an y  o f  th e m  still inexplicab le oy 
scien ce) p re se n te d  b y  p la n ts , an im als, o r  man- a  
t r e a ts  th is  q u estion  se rio u sly  a n d  dispassionately, 
th e  g r e a t  q u estion  o f  th e  a g e  ; w h ich  h e  m ay  well do, 
since he claim s th a t  i t  fu rn ish es a n  exp erim en tal pro
o f  im m o rta lity . H e  w rites  w ith  th e  e arn estn ess  suitea 
to  su ch  a  th em e, a n d  w ith  th e  sen se  o f  responsibility “ 
o n e  w ho, b y  lo n g  a n d  p a tie n t s tu d y , h as a rriv ed  a t  1 
p o rta n t tr u th s  o f  th e  h ig h e s t v a lu e  to  h is  fellow-ni • 
R atio n alism , h e  tellB u s , c a n n o t o b ject to  th is beliei, 

J th a t  i t  co n trav en es th e  d o ctrin e  o f  law  ; n o r  y e t  tna
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assumes th e  ex is te n ce , in  sp iritu al m a tte rs ,o f  th a t  d irect 
agency o f  G od w hich th e  n a tu ra lis t  finds now here in tho  

- p lysical u n iv e rse ; fo r  its  revealin gs com e to  man 
mediately o n ly ; n o r y e t  th a t  i t  is  d o g m atic , exclusivo o r  
intolerant, as in fallib ility  i s ; fo r  its  ad h oren ts adduco  
experim ental evid en ce, onon to  all m en , and gleaned  
after the inductive m ethod, for th e  faith  th a t  is in  them. 
Ho shows u s  how  im p o rta n t i t  w as fo r  th e  w elfare o f  
man th at th e  b elief in su ch  ph enom ena should die o u t  
whi n it did, a n d  leave u s  fre e  to  develop th e  d octrin e of 
law, and to  ov erth ro w  th e  v e ry  id ea o f  infallible o r  
absolute tru th  in  m a tte rs  o f  religion . A ll th e  ho rrors  
of w itchcraft, a n d  all th o  p ersecu tio n s o f  p riests , aro se  
from the' dogm a o f  in fallib ility  ; fo r  if  th a t  dogm a had  
been tru e , p ersecu tio n  w ould n o t havo been a  crim e, 
but a  d u ty . T h o w orld  cou ld  n o t reach  tho fundam ental 
trutliB o f  th ose ph enom ena, o r u n derstand th e ir  rea l im ­
port, as long as  th e y  believed in  th e  devil and th e ir  own 
infallibility. N o w , th e y  a re  ab le  to  in vestigate  tho 
phenomena calm ly, an d  reason up on th em  lo g ica lly ; and  
it is a  suggestive f a c t  th a t  a  la rg e  p rop ortion  o f  investi­
gators a re  porsons un trainm oled by d o gm atic  creods, 
and fully im bued w ith th o  teach in gs o f  m odern  science  
and philosophy. M r . O w en th ink s th a t  th e  b elief in 
modern Spiritualism  is  spreadin g as  fa s t  as  can  be wished, 
and oven fa ste r  th a n  c a n  bo exp ected , consid ering th a t  
alm ost ev ery  ed u cated  m an is  prejudiced ag ain st tho  
very a tte m p t to  in v estig a te  it . H e  well rem ark s, th a t  
tho grow th o f  a n y  new -born  hypothesis so s tartlin g  in 
character, resem bles th a t  o f  a  hu m an being. D u rin g  its  
infancy its  su gg estion s c a rry  sm all w eight. I t  is  listened  
to with a  sm ile, a n d  s e t  aside w ith li ttle  cerem on y  
T hroughout its  y e a rs  o f  n o n age i t  m ay  bo said  to  havo 
no rights o f  p ro p erty , no privilege o f  appropriation. 
Proofs in its favou r p re se n t th em selv es from  tim o to  
time, b u t th e y  a re  n o t  deem ed en titled  to  a  ju dgm on t, 
by tho ru les  of ovidence ; th e y  a r e  listen ed  to  as  fresh  
and am using, b u t th ey  h av e  n o leg al v irtu e ;  th e y  obtain  
no official r e c o r d ; th e y  a r e  placed  to  tlio  c re d it  o f  tho  
minor. A n  ad o lescen t hypothesis is held to  be outside  
tho lim its o f  h u m an  ju stice .

One o f  th e  b e e t fea tu res  o f  th e  book, as  a  lite ra ry  
work, is th e  d istin ctn ess w ith w hich oach p ieco o f  
evidence is  p resen ted , an d  th e  fullness and logical forco  
with which i ts  teach in gs a ro  discussed. This is so differ­
ent from  w h at is usu al w hen g h o st stories a r e  n arrated  
(tho au th ors ap p earin g  afraid  to  con tem p late  th e  logical 
consequences o f  a  s to ry  th e y  y e t  m aintain  to  be tru o )  
th at i t  will b e  w ell to  g ive a  few  o f  th e  cases in  outline, 
with th e  a u th o r 's  su m m in g up a t  len gth , in  o rd er to  see 
what a  w ell-ed ucated  a n d  high ly-in telligen t m an  can  say  
in favor o f  w h a t is  g en era lly  considered to  be a n  ex ­
ploded sup erstition .

L o t  ub firs t tak e  a n  old b u t  w ell-au th en ticated  story . 
L o rd  E rsk in e  re la te d  t o  L a d y  M organ  (h e rse lf  a  p erfect  
sceptic) th e  follow ing p erson al n arrativ e . O n arriv in g  
a t  Edin burgh o n e  m orn in g, a f te r  a  considerable absenco  
from S cotlan d , he m e t, in  th e  s tre e t, his fa th er’s old 
butlor, looking v e ry  p ale  an d  w an. H o  asked him  
iTm1*' b ro u g h t him to  E d in b u rgh . T h o b u tler  replied,
“ To m e e t y o u r  h o n or, a n d  solicit y o u r in terference  
with m y L o rd , to  re co v e r  a  sum  du e to  m e, which th e  
stoward, a t  th e  la s t  se ttlem en t, did n o t p ay .”  L o rd  
Erskine th e n  to ld  th e  b u tle r  to  s tep  w itn him in to  a  
bookseller’s shop c lo se  b y , b u t, on  tu rn in g  rou n d  again, 
he was n o t to  be seen. P u zzled  a t  th is, he found out 
th e  m an’s  wife, w ho lived  in  E d in b u rgh , w hen he learn t, 
to r  th e  first tim e , th a t  th e  b u tler  w as dead, and th a t  he 
had to ld  his wife, on  h is d eath -b ed , th a t th e  stew ard had  
wronged him  o f  som e m oney , an d  th a t  w hen M aster  
bom re tu rn e d  h e  w ould se e  h e r  rig h ted . This L o rd  
Erskin e prom ised to  do, and sh o rtly  afterw ard s k e p t his 
promise. L a d y  M o rg a n  th e n  says, “ E ith e r  L o rd  
Erskine did o r  did n o t  believe th is  s tran g e  s t o r y ; if  he

. p o t, w h at a  s tra n g e  a b erra tio n  from  tru th  1 M y  
opinion is  th a t  h e  d id  believe it .” Prob ably hundreds of 
readers o f  th is  n a rra tiv e  by L a d y  M o rg an  have said with 
? i r > “ W h a t  a  s tra n g e  a b erra tio n  o f  in te llect 1” and havo 

t  no m o re  a b o u t th e  m a tte r . M r. Ow en is  n o t 
» b s f ie d  w ith th is  careless m ode o f  g e ttin g  ov er a  
“nnculty. H is  rem ark s  a r e  as  fo llo w s:—

“  W h a t  s o r t  o f  m o d e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a l l e g e d  f a c t s  i s  t h i s ?  A  g e n ­
t l e m a n ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  w h i c h  t h e  e m i n e n t  m e m ­
b e r s  a r e  t h e  b e s t  ju d g e s  o f  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d — a  g e n t l e m a n  
w h o m  t h e  h e a r e r  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  t r u t h f u l — r e l a t e s  w h a t ,  o n  a  c e r t a i n  
d a y ,  a n d  i n  a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e ,  b o t h  s p e c i f i e d ,  h o  s a w  a n d  h e a r d .  
W h a t  h e  s a w  w a s  t h e  a p | ie n r a n c e  o f  o n e ,  i l l  l i f e  w e l l - k n o w n  t o  
h i m ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s o m e  m o n t h s  d e a d .  W h a t  h e  h e a r d ,  f r o m  t h e  
s a m e  s o u r c e ,  w a s  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  m a t t e r s  o f  w h i c h  p r e ­
v i o u s l y  h e  h a d  k n o w n  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r ; w h i c h  s t a t e m e n t ,  o n  
a f t e r  i n q u i r y ,  h e  l e a r n s  t o  b e  s t r i c t l y  t r n c ; a  s t a t e m e n t ,  t o o ,  
w h i c h  h a d  o c c u p i e d  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  j u s t  
b e f o r e  h i s  d e c e a s e .  T h e  n a t u r a l  i n f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  i f  
t h e y  a r e  n d m i t t e d ,  i s  t h a t ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h i c h  a s  
y e t  w e  a r c  u n n b l c  t o  d e f i n e ,  t h o s e  o v e r  w h o m  t h e  d e a t l i - c h a n g o  
h a s  p a s s e d ,  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  e a r t h ,  m a y ,  f o r  
a  t i m e  a t  l e a s t ,  r e t a i n  t h e  [ l o w e r  o f  o c c a s i o n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e s e  
c o n c e r n s ; f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r i g h t  a n  i n j u s t i c e  d o n e .  
B u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a d m i t  s u c h  a n  i n f e r e n c e — r a t h e r  t h a n  a c c e p t  
d i s i n t e r e s t e d  e v i d e n c e  c o m i n g  f r o m  a  w i t n e s s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t o  l i e  
s i n c e r e ,  a n d  k n o w n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a s  e m i n e n t l y  c a p a b l e — a  l a d y  o f  
t h e  w o r l d  a s s u m e s  t o  e x p l a i n  i t  a w a y  b y  s u m m a r i l y  r e f e r i n g  t h e  
w h o l e  t o  t h o ‘ d o g - e a r s  a n d  f o l d s  o f  e a r l y  i m p r e s s i o n  l ‘  W h a t  
h u m a n  t e s t i m o n y  c a n n o t  b e  s e t  a s i d e  o n  t h e  s a m e  v a g u e  a n d  i d l e  
a s s u m p t i o n .’  I t  i s  t i m e  w o  s h o a l d  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  f a i r  t r i a l ,  a n d  t h a t ,  i n  c o n ­
d u c t i n g  t h a t  t r i a l ,  w e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  o r d i n a r y  r u l e s  
o f  e v i d e n c e .  E i t h e r  L o r d  E r s k i n e ,  o n e  m o r n i n g  i n  E d i n b u r g h ,  
i s s u i n g  f r o m  a  b o o k s e l l e r ’s  s h o p ,  m e t  w h a t  w o r e  t h e  n p p d n r n n o o  o f  
a n  o l d  f a m i l y  s e r v a n t  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s o m e  m o n t h s  d e a l ,  o r  e l s e  
L o r d  E r s k i n e  l i e d .  E i t h e r  L o r d  E r s k i n e  h e a r d  w o r d s  s| > o k e n , a s  
i f  t h a t  a p p e a r a n c e  h a d  s p o k e n  t h e m ,  w h i c h  w o r d s  c o n t a i n e d  a  
c e r t a i n  a l l e g a t i o n  t o u c h i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  w h i c h  t h a t  s e r v a n t ,  d y i n g ,  
h a d  l e f t  u n s e t t l e d ,  o r  e l s e  L o r d  E r s k i n e  l i e d .  E i t h e r  L o r d  
E r s k i n e  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  b y  i m m e d i a t e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h o  
w i d o w , t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  o n  h i s  d e a t h - b o d ,  h a d  m a d e  t h e  s e l f ­
s a m e  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  h e r  w h i c h  t h e  a p p a r i t i o n  m a l e  t o  L o r d  E r s k i n e  
— o r  e l s e  L o r d  E r s k i n e  l i e d .  F i n a l l y ,  e i t h e r  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  i t s  s p e e c h ,  n  d e b t  f o u n d  d u e  t o  t h e  p e r s o n ,  w h o s o  
c o u n t e r p a r t  i t  w a s ,  w a s  a c t u a l l y  p a i d  t o  h i s  w i d o w — o r  e l s e  L o r d  
E r s k i n e  l i e d .  B u t  L a d y  M o r g a n  e x p r e s s e s  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  
L o r d  E r s k i n e  d i d  n o t  l i e .

I n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  t h i n g  w a s  a  t r i f l e .  T h o u s a n d s  o n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
B u c h  c a s e s  o f  [ « t t y  i n j u s t i c e  o c c u r ,  a n d  p a s s  a w a y  u n n o t i c e d  a n d  
u n r e d r e s s e d .  T o  t h e  w i d o w  i t  w a s ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  o f  s e r i o u s  
m o m e n t ; b u t  I  t h i n k  n o  s e n s i b l e  m n n  w i l l  i m a g i n e  i t  a  m n t t c r  t o  
j u s t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  G o d .  I f  s o ,  n n d  i f  L o r d  E r s k i n e  
s p o k e  t r u t h ,  a n  ap p arition  is  a  n a tu ra l phenomenon."

H ow  is  such evidonco as th is rofutoil o r  explained  
a w a y ?  S cores, and oven hundreds, o f  equally well 
a tte s te d  facts a re  on  reco rd , b u t no a tte m p t is ever made 
to  explain th em . T hey a re  sim ply ignored, nnd, in 
m any casos, ndm ittod to  bo inexplicable. T o t  th is is 
n o t qu ite satisfactory , as any reador o f  M r, Owon’s book  
will bo inclined to  adm it. “  P u n ch  ’’ on ce  m ade a  
T an k eo  d eb to r s a y :

“  T h i s  d e b t  I  h a v e  r e p u d i a t e d  l o n g  a g o  ;
' T i s  t h e r e f o r e  s e t t l e d .  Y e t  t h i s  B r i t i s h e r  
K o o p s  f o r  r e p a y m e n t  w o r r i t i n g  m o  s t i l l  I "

S o ou r philosophers d eclare  th a t th ey  havo long ago  
decided, th ese g h o st stories to  bo all delusion ; therefore  
th e y  need only be ig n o re d ; and th e y  feel m uch  
“ w o rrited  ”  th a t fresh  ovidence should be add uced and  
fresh  co n v erts  m ado, som e o f whom aro  so unreasonable  
as  to  ask for a  new  tria l on tho grou n d  th a t  th o  form er  
v erd ict w as co n trary  to  th e  evidonco. *  *  *  *  _ *

“ H ow  e xtrao rd in ary ,”  m any renders w ill exclaim , 
“ th a t  a  m an  o f  M r. Ow en’s ability  should w aste his 
t i r te  in discussing ghost stories 1” I t  ¡8 indeed ex tra o r­
dinary ; fo r  w e do n o t know all ab o u t possiblo anil im ­
possible spirits ?  O u r m en o f scien co  and ou r philoso­
p h ers a re  n o t quite su re th a t  a  sp irit is possiblo ; b u t, i f  
lossible, th e y  are  all quite clear th a t  spirits  would never  
lehave in th e  ridiculously hum an w ay in which reputed  

gh osts invariably a c t . L o t  ub, th erefo re , refu»o to  listen  
to  thoso g h o st sto ries told by peoplo wo know  noth in g  
of, and h ear w h at M r. Ow en has to  te ll us o f th e  wonders 
h e  has him self witnessed.

H e  sp en t an  im m ense deal o f  tim o -in try in g  to  dis­
co v er th a t  gross im posture, th e  sp irit ra p , b u t in vain 1 
F o r  th is  purpose ho once lived fo r  a  week in a  m edium ’s 
house, w ith a  full pow er to  in vestig ate . H e  w alked all 
over th e  house w ith th o  m edium , b u t th e  rap s cam e  
everyw here. T hey sounded on  th e  floor, w alls o r  ceiling  
o f  ev ery  room , on  every  a rtic le  o f  fu rn itu re , on  doors  
and windows, on  th e  m arble m an tel-p iece and th o  steel 
g ra te . W ith  th e  sam e m edium , th e y  o ccu rred  on  board  
a  steam er, on  th e  stoo l he s a t  o n , on  th e  k eel of a  sm all 
b o a t in th o  w ater, on  tho grou nd o u t o f  door, on trees, 
and on  rocks b y  th e  seashore. W ith  e v e ry  te s t  h e  could  
ap p ly, he could find n o ph ysical cau se  for th ese  sounds. 
Som etim es th e y  occu rred  as  delicate tick in g s, a t  o th ers
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like blowB o f a sledge-ham m er bo trem endous th a t  it 
seem ed im possible any artic lo  o f  fu rm tu ro  could resist 
th e m ; y e t  th e  table on  which th ey  resounded showed  
n o t a  scratch  ! O n alm ost all th ese  occasions, th e  room s 
word searched , th e  doors w ere locked, and th e  m ediums 
w ere held f a s t ; y e t  M r. O w en could n o t find o u t th e  
trick  ¡'--H o w  stran ge, w hen th e  th in g is said to  be so 
sim ple th a t ou r m en o f  scien ce will n o t even tak e  th e  
trou b le to  refu te  i t !

I n  th e  m atter  o f  table-m oving, h e h a d n o  m ore success. 
W h en  F a ra d a y  exposed tab le  tu rn in g , he rem ark ed  th a t  
experim enters who th ou g h t tables even rose in th e  air  
should suspend th em  in a  balance, and see if  th e  w eight 
w as effected b y th is supposed force. M r. Ow en, a t  th e  
suggestion o f  th e  la te  D r. B o b o rt Cham bers, did thiB. 
T ogether, th ey  suspended a table, w eighing e x a c tly  one 
hundred and tw enty-on e pounds, ab o u t eight inches  
from  th e  floor, by a  powerful steel-yard . T w o m ediums 
w ere presont, whoso fee t and hands w ere atton d ed  to  j 
y e t, w ithout any co n ta ct w hatever, th e  tab le , w hen r e ­
quested, becam e lighter, com ing down to  s ix ty  pounds, 
having th u s lost h alf its w eight. W h en  req u ested  to  
bo mado heavier, i t  w eighed one hundred and tw en ty - 
four pounds. W h a t a re  w e to  m ak e o f  th is  ? Two  
th oroughly reliable w itnesses and a  balance te ll us one  
th in g , b u t m en o f  scionco say  i t  can ’t  be t r u e ; which are  
wo to  tru s t  ?

Continuing his research es, M r. Ow en had sittings  
alone w ith a  medium.- H e  exam ined th e  room , ho locked  
and sealed  th e  doors, and took w ith him p riv ately  m arked  
slips o f  paper. H o hold th e  m edium ’s han ds ; y e t  w ri­
tin g  was somehow effected on  th e  p ap er placod under  
th e  tab le, both in pencil and ink. Y e t  m ore ; on  one  
occasion ho saw  p a r t o f th e  w riting done, b y a  sm all 
lum inous h an d on the floor, holding th e  pencil. On 
th is experim ent M r. Ow en rem arks as  fo llo w s:

“ W e r e  t h e s e  s p i r i t u a l  a u t o g r a p h s ?  W h a t  e l s e ?  H a d  I  n o t  
seen o n e  o f  t h e m  w r i t t e n  ? H a d  I  n o t  s c o n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  s l i p s  r i s e  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  s i n k  h a c k  a g a i n ?  H a d  I  n o t  f e l t  
K a t e ' s  t w o  h a n d s  u n d e r  m i n e  a t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e  w h e n  t h a t  h a n d  
w r o t e  a n d  t h a t  p a p e r  r o s e  a n d  f e l l  ? D i d  K a t e  w r i t e  e i g h t  o r  t e n  
l i n e s  w i t h  b o t h  h e r  h a n d s  c l a s p e d  ? D i d  I  w r i t e  t h e m  w i t h  m y  
l e f t  h a n d  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  i t ?  O r  h a i l  K a t e  b r o u g h t  t h e  s l i p s  
r e a d y  w r i t t e n  ? I  p i c k e d  t h e m  u p ,  a n d  e x a m i n e d  t h e m  c r i t i c a l l y ,  
o n e  b y  o n e .  M y  p r i v a t e  m a r k  o n  o n o  c p m e r  o f  e a c h — l e t t e r s  o f  
t h e  G e r m a n  a l p h a b e t ,  w r i t t e n  i n  t h o ,  G e r m a n  c h a r a c t e r — s t i l l  
t h e r e  I  ̂ W h a t  w a y  o u t  ? A r e  t h e  s e n s e s  o f  s e e i n g ,  h e a r i n g  a n d  
t o u c h ,  i n  s a n e  h e a l t h y  i i e r s o n s ,  u n w o r t h y  t o  b e  t r u s t e d  ? F o r  m e ,  
c o m m o n  s e n s e  b a r s  t h a t  w a y  o u t .  I  s e c  n o t h i n g  u n l i k e l y — n o t  t o  
s a y  i n c r e d i b l e — i n  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  G o d  m a y  v o u c h s a f e  t o  m a n  
s e n s i b l e  p r o o f  o f  h i s  i m m o r t a l i t y .  F o r  o t h e r s ,  t o  w h o m  s p i r i t u a l  
i n t e r c o u r s e  s e e m s  n i l  a b s u r d i t y — f o r  t h o s e  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
w h o m  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  a n o t h e r  l i f e  w e a r s  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  a  b a s e l e s s  
d r e a m — l e t  t h e m  s e l e c t  t h e i r  o w n  p a t h  o u t  o f  t h o  d i f f i c u l t y .  I  
t h i n k  t h a t ,  o n  a n y  p a t h  t h e y  m a y  t a k e ,  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e o r i e s  i n f i n i t e l y  l e s s  t e n a b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  t h e y  d e c i d e  t o  r e j e c t . "

M r. Ow en also saw  m uch o f  M r. F o s te r , th e  m edium  
who has nam es w ritten  on his hands and arm s. O n  one  
Occasion M r. F o sto r  oxtended his hand upon th e  tab le ; 
i t  was perfectly  free from  any m ark  w h atever. G radu ally  
5* n milrk appeared on th e  w rist, w hich increased
till  i t  form ed tho lo tte r  F ,  rem ained visible tw o o r  th re e  
m inutes, and th en  faded aw ay. This w as th e  in itia l 
le tte r  ot a  nam e M r. Ow en had se cre tly  w ritten  on  a  

,pieco o f  pap er, and folded u p  tigh tly , and which was 
.m ixed w ith ab o u t tw en ty o th ers on  th e  tab le . D r . C ar- 

i ? llB « *  (“ » “  le tte r  published in  “  T h e  Sp iritu al­
is t o f  M arch  lo , p . 2 1 )  th a t th is is done by firs t tracin g  
.th e w riting on  th e  ten se  skin w ith a h ard  point, a n d  then  
.rubbing th e  place to  bring o u t th e  red  blush. B u t

D r * *  M r- Ow en and th e  late  
D r. B o b e rt Cham bers, as well as m any o th er carefu l 
observers who havo n arrated  th eir experiences w ith M r.

£ r0B8ly falBe o r  “ p erfect statem ents, 
-this exp lanation  by no m eans covors th e  f a c t s ;  as  w ill1 
-be adm itted  by all who read  M r. O w en’s n arra tiv e  or! 

nfeib lld“  tT  ® , L -B la n ch a rd  given a t  p ag e  , 1 3 5  
S o cie ty  ”  E e p ° r t  ° f  th e  O om m ittee o f  th e  D ialectical

aeen > °  maf y  inexplicable things himself, M r- 
■Owen is q u ite  read y to  believe o th ers, w hen th e y  n a rra te

l 6 t  hS 0ft6n  tokes “  im m ense deal o f  trou b le to  te s t  and confirm  th em , as  is  well shown in 
th e  m arvelous s to ry  o f  M . B a ch  and th e  old spin et. To  
be prop erly  un derstood th is  m u st be read  in th e  full

detail given by M r. O w en ; in o u tlin e  i t  as follows • 
M on s. L e o n  B a ch  pu rch ased , a t  a n  old curiosity shop in 
P aris , a  very  a n c ie n t b u t b eau tifu l spin et, a s  a  present 
to  his fa th er, who is  a  g r e a t  g ran d so n  o f  the  B ach , and 
¡b a  com p oser and m usical a m a te u r , Tho n e x t night tlm 
eld er B a ch  d ream t th a t  h e  saw  a  handsom e young man 
dressed û p a n  old c o u r t  co stu m e, an d  who to ld  him that 
th e  spiriht h ad  been given  to  him  b y his m aster, King 
H e n ry . H e  th e n  said h e  w ould  p lay  on  i t  a n  air, with 
w ords com posed b y  th e  K in g , in  m em ory o f  a  lady ho 
h ad g re a tly  loved ; lie did so , an d  M . B a ch  woke in tears 
tou ch ed  by th e  path os o f  th e  son g . H e  w ent to  Bleop 
again  ; and on  aw ak ing in th o  m o rn in g  was amazed to 
find on his bed a  sh e e t o f  p ap er, o n  w h ich  was written, 
in  very  old ch a ra cte rs , b o th  w ord s a n d  m usic o f  the song 
h o h ad h eard  in his dream . I t  w as said to  be by Henry
I I I . ,  and th o  d ate  in scrib ed  on  th e  sp in et was a fow 
y e a rs  earlier. M . B ach , co m p lete ly  puzzled , showed the 
m usic to  his frien d s, and am o n g  th em  w ere som e Spirit­
ualists, from  whom  h e  h e a rd , fo r  th e  firs t tim e, their in­
te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  p h en o m en a. N o w  com es tho most 
w onderful p a r t o f th e  h isto ry . M . B a ch  becam e himself 
a  w ritin g  m edium  ; a n d  th ro u g h  h is h an d  w as written, 
in voluntarily , a  s ta te m e n t th a t  in sido th e  spinet, in a 
s e cre t  nich e n e a r th e  k ey -b o ard , w as a  p archm ent, nailed 
to  th e  case, con tain in g  th o  lines w ritte n  b y K in g  Henry 
w hen he g av e th e  in stru m e n t to  his m usician. Tho 
four-U ne stan za , w hich i t  w as said  w ould be found on 
th o  p arch m en t, w as also  given , and w as follow ed by. the 
sign atu re— B a lta z z a rin i. F a t h e r  an d  son th en  set to 
w ork to  se a rch  fo r  th is  hidd en s c r o l l ;  and after Wo 
hours’ close exam in ation  foun d, in  a  n a rro w  slit, a piece 
o f  old p arch m en t ab o u t elevon in ch es b y th re e , contain­
ing, in v e ry  old w ritin g , n e a rly  th e  sam e w ords which 
h L  B a ch  h ad w ritte n , an d  Bigned— H e n ry . This parch­
m en t w as tak en  to  th e  B ib lio th èq u e Im p é ria le , and sub­
m itte d  to  exp erien ced  an tiq u arian s, and w as pronounced 
to  bo an u n doubtedly  g en u in e au to g rap h  o f H en ry  IH .

T h is is  th e  Btory : b u t  M r. O w en  is  n o t .  co n ten t with 
ascertain in g  th e se  fa c ts  a t  f irs t  h an d , and obtaining 
p h oto grap h s o f  th e  sp in et a n d  th e  p arch m en t, o f both of 
w hich he gives good re p resen ta tio n s . H e  also  sets him­
se lf to  h u n t u p  liis to rica l con firm ation  o f  th e  story, and 
afte r  m u ch  reso arch  and m an y  failu res, h e  fjnds that 
B altasarin i w as an I ta lia n  m u sician , w h o cam e to  France 
in  1 5 7 7 , and w as in g re a t fav o r w ith  H e n ry  H I .  ; that 
th o  K in g  w as p assion ately  a tta ch e d  to  M a rie  de Clevos, 
w ho becam e th e  w ife o f  P r in c e  de C on dé ; and that 
several o t th e  allusion s to  h e r  in  th e  versos corresponded 
to  w h at w as kn ow n o f  h e r  h isto ry . O th e r  m inu te details 
w ere  also  fou n d  to  be h isto rica lly  a c cu ra te .

M r . O w en th en  carefu lly  discu sses th o  n a tu re  of the 
evidence, th e  ch a ra c te r  o f  th e  p erso n s concerned, and 
th o  possibility o f  decep tion . M  B a c h  is  a n  old man of 
high ch a ra c te r  ; and to  su p p ose t h a t  h e , suddenly and 
w ithout conceivable m otiv e , p lan n ed  a n d  carried  out a  
m o st e lab o ra te  and com p licated  im p o stu re , is  to  suppose 
w h at is  w holly in cred ib le  ; b u t M r . O w en  show s further, 
th a t th e  c ircu m stan ces  a r e  su ch  th a t  M . B a ch  could not 
have been an  im p o ster, even h ad  h e  b een  so inclined, 
and conclu des b y rem ark in g  :

“ I  do not think dispassionate readers will accept s u c h  improba­
bilities. But if not, what interesting suggestions touching spirit 
intercourse and spirit identity connect themselves with this nar­
rative of M. Bach's spinet 1"

B e cu rrin g  to  M r . O w en’s ow n exp erien cesm erh ap s the 
m o st astounding is his a c co u n t o f  tn e  . g rad u al formation 
o f  a n  ap p aritio n , d istin ctly  v isib le  t o  - se v e ra l spectators. 
E v e ry  p recau tio n  w as ta k e n  t o  re n d e r  t r ic k  o r  imposture 
im possible ;  y e t  i f  so , w h at m arvel o f  m o d e m  science is 
equal to  th is  ?  W h a t  n a tu ra l p h en o m en a:so  w orthy or 
in vestigation  P O u r a u th o r’s  rem ark s  on  th is  case will 
sufficiently in d icate  i ts  n a tu re . H e  says :

“ My faith in the reality of this appearance is not at aU shaken
by reflecting that a Signor Blit*, or a Bobert Houdin, having a
theatre at command, arranged with ready en'rances and o>m 
with practical trap-doors, with dark lanterns in the wings^witn 
the means of producing dissolving views, could probably reproauco 
all I  witnessed. But here were a Tew ladies, in private life, ana 
in moderate circumstances, quietly meeting in two apartmenw 
whioh were daily used as sohool-rooms by one of theirnum"“ ’ 
containing not even a recess where a chair could be hidden away 
They meet to satisfy a laudable curiosity, admitting visitors now
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B n<l I l io n  b y  c o u r t e s y  o n l y .  N o  r e m u n e r a t i o n  i s  d e m a n d e d ,  n o r ,  
v e r y  s u r e l y ,  w o u ld  a n y  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d .  T h e y  m e e t ,  o n  t h i s  
o c c a s io n , a t  m y  r e q u e s t ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h e s  
f o r  m o n t l iB ,  v e x e d  w i t h  u n j u s t  s u s p i c i o n s .  T h e y  a l l o w  u s  t o  l o c k  
e v e r y  e x i t ,  a f t e r  a  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o o m s .  H e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  
m o t i v e  n o r  o p p o r t u n i t y —  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n — f o r  
d e c e p t io n .  T h e  c o i n  o f  t h e  r e a l m  m a y  b e  c o u n t e r f e i t e d ,  b u t  t h e  
c o in e r s  m u s t  h a v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l ,  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a t i o n ,  a n d  
e x p e n s iv e  m a c h i n e r y .  N o r  d o  c o u n t e r f e i t e r s  p l y  t h e i r  u n h o l y  
c a l l i n g  e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  l a r g e  g a i n s .  C e r t a i n  i t  i s  t h a t  
I  b e h e ld  t h e  g r a d u a l  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g u r o  : t h a t  I  w i t n e s s e d  i t s  
m o v e m e n t s :  t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  i t s  h a n d  a n  a c t u a l  f l o w e r ; 
t h a t  I  s a w  t h e l  f i g u r e  d i s a p p e a r .  A d d  t o  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  i t s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  i n v i s i b l e  a g e n c y ,  i n  
n n s w o r  t o  a n  u n e x p r e s s e d  t h o u g h t  o f  m i n e . ”

W o m ay p a rticu la rly  com m en d  to  th o  sco p tical re a ­
der’s a tten tio n  th e  v e ry  full a cco u n t o f  th e  bell-ringings  
at M ajor M o o r’s, a t  G reen w ich  H o sp ital and o th er  
places, con tin u in g fo r  m on th s, an d  baffling all a ttem p ts  
to find a  cau se fo r  th e m ; to  th o  d istu rb an ces a t  L y d e r-  
sterno P arson ag e, co n tin u ed  for s ix ty  y e a r s ; an d  to  
many oth ers, n o n e o f  which h av e  ev er been explained . 
Mr. Owen is  n o t  c o n te n t to  list th ese  m a tte rs  r e s t  (w ith  
the scoptical), o r  co n tem p tu o u sly  to  ig n ore  th em  (w ith  
tho scien tific); b u t a c tu a lly  im pu tes th em  to  spirits, 
whoso agen cy he believes is  proved by o th e r  evidenoe, o f  
tho n ature o f  w hich w o havo alroad y  given  som e exam ples. 
This evidence, tak en  as  a  w hole, proves, h e  think s, th a t  
thcro is n o t h ab itu al in te rco u rse  betw een th o  tw o w orlds; 
that wo Boem, p rob ab ly , som ething like app aritions to  
those spirits who v is it  u s ; th a t  th e y  often  seek com ­
munion, from  affection  o r  from  o th e r m otives ; th a t  th ey  
havo difficulties in  reach in g  us—  difficulties w isely in- 
terpoBod, because, if  sp iritu al in terco u rse  w as ns com mon  
as earthly com m union, w e should m an y o f  us bo dissatis­
fied w ith o u r  lo t ,  a n d  n e g le ct ou r e a rth ly  du ties. “ T hey  
seok from  tim e to  tim e  to  v isit us. B u t  com ing from  
their world o f  sp irits , invisible to  o rd in ary  sigh t, inaudi­
ble by ord in ary  speech , how  a r e  th e y  to  m ake th e ir  
presence know n ?  H o w  a r e  th e y  to  a t t r a c t  o u r  a tte n ­
tion ? I n  w h at m a n n e r  does a  tra v e le r , arriv in g  un der  
cloud o f n ig h t b efore  a  fast-clo sed  m ansion , seok to  reach  
tho in-dwollers— seek  to  an n ou n ce  his p resen ce ?  I s  i t  
not by K n o c k i n g  o r  E i n g i n g  ? ”  T h is is o u r  a u th o r’s 
roply to  sneers a t  “ rap p in g  ” a n d  “  bell-rin gin g  ’’ phe­
nomena.

W o  have devoted  so m u ch  sp ace to  a  sk e tch  o f  M il  
Owen’s book, b ecau se , in th e  firs t p lace , i t  m erits  n o tice  
as a  literary  w ork  o f  a  high class ; and in  th e  second , it  
brings p rom in en tly  b efo re  u s  w h at is  e ith er th e  m ost 
gigantic and m y steriou s .of dolusions o r  th e  m ost im por­
tan t of tru th s . I n  e ith e r  case  i t  deserves a  full a n d  fair, 
discussion. N e ith e r  is su ch  a  su b ject o u t  o f  p lace  in  a  
scientific jo u rn a l, fo r, in  w h atev er lig h t w e view  it , i t  is 
really a  scientific q u estion . I f  a  fa lla cy  o r  a  delusion, 
ff is o f  so w ide-spread a  n a tu re , and influences such  
numbers o f  w ell-ed u cated  an d  even  scientific m en , th a t  
wo have a r ig h t to  dem an d  o f  scien ce  a  full and satisfac­
tory  exposu re o f  i t .  I f  a  tr u th , th e n  i t  is  certa in ly , as 
Mr. Ow en m ain ta in s , a  scien ce o f  i t s e l f ; a  n ew  science, 
and one o f  th e  m o st overw helm ing im p o rt la ico  in its  
bearings upon philosophy, h isto ry  and religion. I t  is 
now becom ing a lm o st a  com m on th in g  to  acknow ledge  
th at th ere  is  a  ce rta in  am ou n t o f  tr u th  in  th e  fa cts  ; with  
a  proviso, alw ays, o f  th e  w riter’s rep u d iation  o f  th e  
spiritual th eo ry . F o r  m y ow n p a r t , th e  only th in g  th a t  
inakos th e  fa c ts  cred ib le  on  evidence i t  th e  sp iritu al 

7 '  ^ r - A , o r  P ro f . B ,  o r  D r . C , m ay s ta te  th a t  
J .%  know ce rta in  ofrth e fa cts  a re  tr u e , b u t th a t  aU th ese  
tacts oan be exp lain ed  w ith o u t callin g in  th e  aid of  
apirits. P erh ap s th e y  can . B u t  w hy should I ,  o r  any  
other read er, a c ce p t A , B ,  o r  G’s  fa cts  and r e je c t  M r. 
Uwen’s, w hen th e  fo rm e r a re  n o t  one w h it m o re  intrinBi- 
®aUy probable, o r  su p p o rted  by one io ta  b e tte r  testim ony  
than th e  l a t t e r ?  Y e t  th e se  la t te r  a c tu a lly  f o r c e  upon  
oa the sp iritu al th e o ry , j u s t  as  th e  fa cts  o f  theologyfo r c e  
hpon us th e  b elief in  lo n g  series o f  a n cie n t living form s, 
Qinerent from  th o se  now  up on th e  e a r th . I  m u st a ccep t  
ad th e  equ ally w ell-a tte ste d  fa cts  o f  equal in trinsic  
probability, o r  re je o t all. I  can n o t believe in  C retacoous  
tossils as  rea lities, a n d  r e je c t  S ilu rian  as  freak s o f  
•Nature; n e ith e r  c a n  I 1 a c ce p t th e  fa c ts  B  m ay have  
witnessed, an d  r e je c t  th o se  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  alphabet, 
y e t if  all th e  m ain  class o f  fa c ts  a r e  ad m itted , th e  spirit­
ual th eory  a p p ears  as  c le a rly  a  deduction from  th em  as

th e  th eory  o f e x tin c t anim als follows from  th e  fa cts  p re­
sented  b y th e ir  fossil rem ains. Tho position o f  tho  
Q u arterly  E o view er is, th a t th e re  a re  no facta  
w orth speaking of, and, th erefore; no tru e  spiritual 
th eo ry  can  bo founded on them . This is Hafe grou nd, as  
long as all th e  evidence fo r  th e  ta c ts  is carefully denied, 
m isrep resented , o r  ignored. B u t  when th e re  a r e  ten  
thousand w itnesses to  th ese facta, o f  whom say  nine  
thousand a re  as  good and com peten t as  A  o r B , i t  Is n o t  
safe grou nd for A  o r  B  to  adm it ju s t  so m uch o f  th e  
facts  as th ey  havo w itnessed them selves, and re ject th o  
re st . T he problem  wo have now to  solvo is , how much 
o f  th e  factB aro tru o  ? T ill th is is  done b y som e h o tter  
te s t  th an  individual exp erien ce, i t  is p rem atu re to  dis­
cu ss w h at th eories m ay o r  m ay n o t oxplain th em . I n  
th e  m ean  tim e le t no. one pre-judge th e  question, till 
th e y  have stud ied  M r. Ow en’s  facts  and carefully weighed  
his argum ents.

A l f r e d  E .  W a l l a c e .

M E . T Y E E M A N ’S  L E C T U E E 3  A T  ST . G E O E G E S ’ 
H A L L .

M b . T t e b m a n  has been delivering a  series o f Sunday  
E ven in g L e c tu re s  a t  S t. G eo rge’s  H all during tho last 
m onth, which havo draw n to g e th e r  largo audiences, and  
excited  considerable in terest. A t  th o  th ird  lectu re , on  
“ T h e  S u m m erlan d ; or, th e  Soul's E te rn a l H o m e," de­
livered  A u g u st 2 5 ,  tho hall was filled in every  part, seve­
ra l being unablo to  obtain seats ; yo t, stran go  to  B a y ,  tho 
P re ss  haB n o t oven noticed  tho lectu res, althou gh adver­
tised  in all tho daily p ap ers. H ad  th o  lectu res  been  
th in ly  atten d ed , o r  a  failure, th ere  is little  doubt but 
th a t  notico would have been tak en  o f tho fact. M r. 
T yerm an  has been invited to  visit A delaide to  lectu re  
on S p iritu alism ; b u t, as  y e t, i t  is u n certain  w h eth er ho 
will a cce p t tho invitation.

L A T E R  M A N I F E S T A T I O N S  A T  C A S T L E M A I N E .

W h e n  w e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p h y s i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a t
M r .  J .  P --------- s ,  a t  C a s t l e m a i n e ,  w e  s u g g e s t e d  a  t e s t  s e a n c e ,  w e  a r o

t o  s a y  t h n t  o u r  s u g g e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a d o p t e d .  T h r e e  w e l l -  
o w n  r e s i d e n t s  o f  C a s t l e m a i n e  ( a l l  s c e p t i c s )  a s s e m b l e d  a t  M r .

p --------- b,  a n d  a f t e r  m i n u t e l y  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  r o o m  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d
o u t ,  n a i l e d  u p  t h e  d o o r ,  w i n d o w  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r  a p e r t u r e .  A f t e r  
s i t t i n g  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  s e v e r a l  s o l i d  o b j e c t s ,  a  b r i c k ,  a  f l o w e r - p o t ,  
a l b u m ,  A c ,  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  r o o m ,  t h o  d o o r s ,  A c . ,  b e i n g  u n ­
d i s t u r b e d .  A  m a t c h  s t r u c k  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  s e a n c e ,  d i s c l o s e d  
t h e  a l b u m -  l e a v e s  t u r n i n g  o v e r  w i t h o u t  v i s i b l o  a g e n c y .  A t  • 
a n o t h e r  s e a n c e  a  l i n t ,  a  p i e c e  o f  b a c o n ,  a  b o t t l e  o f  w i n e  A c . ,  w e r e  
s e e n  i n  t r a n s i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  t h e  b o t t l o  a f t e r  b e i n g  l a i d  o n  
t h e  t a b l e  a s s u m e d  a l l  u p r i g h t  p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  h u m a n  c o n t a c t ,  
a n d  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e  t o  a l l — i n  t h o  b r o a d  l i g h t .  T h e  p a r ­
t i c u l a r s  r e a c h e d  u s  t o o  l a t e  f o r  f u l l  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  a  g o o d  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e s e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a p p e a r s  i n  t h o  
“ M o u n t  A l e x a n d e r  M a i l ”  o f  A u g u s t  2 7 t h  a n d  2 6 t h .

W e  h e a r  from  Staw ell, u n d er d ato  A u g u st 2 1 , th a t  
M r, H ay d en ’s le c tu re  again st M r. Sm ith’s discourse on  
“ E d u ca tio n ,"  cam e off th e  previous night, w hen th e  
L y ceu m  H a ll w as ab o u t tw o-thirds filled, a n d a tth e  close  
th e  sum  o f £ 2  1 5 s . 9d . w as collected  (boing £ 3  5s. less 
th a n  th e  am oun t collected  a t  M r. Sm ith 's le c tu re ) . M r. 
H ay d en , who, ab o u t tw o y ears  ago, a t  C astlem aine, pub­
licly  denounced O rth odoxy in unm easured te rm s, now  
has th e  effrontery  to  com e forw ard as  th e  O rth odox  
cham pion, and on th is occasion back ed up his unprin­
cipled assertion s; by alluding to  M r. Sm ith ’s  le c tu re  as  
_ to ai, „c  ntlw,v nennln's ideas, badlv co o k e d : an d  assor-
Cipieu a ssertio n s, u j w  — -----------
a  hash o f  other people’s ideas, badly cooked; an d  asser­
tions th a t  th o  Bible was th e  only stand ard  o f  truth. 
M r. Ja m e s  M ’L e a n  is  announced to  ph ren ologically  
analyze th e  cau se M r . H ayd en  now advocates, as  also  
Mb gen eral charactereBtics, n e x t T uesday evening, and it  
is possible w e will give a  b rief te legrap h ic n o tice  o f  th e  
resu lt. M r. H ay d en  w as well know n to  M r. M ’L e a n  
when both gentlem en resided a t  C astlem aine. S cire  
Fa cia*. _________________

G e b a l d  M a s s e y ' s lectu res  w ere  b ro u g h t to  a  sucoes- 
ful conclusion on  Sunday, 2 n d  Ju n e . T he su rp lu s funds 
arising from  th em  w ere ap p ropriated  to  variou s spiritual 
purpose«.
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C o u n tr y  A g e n t s „
Castlem aine— H . Bam ford, B u ll S treet.
Sandhurst— M r. W illiam s, H ig h  S tree t.
P leasant C reek— J a s .  M 'L ean .
Taradale— M r. C . W a rre n .
A delaide— W . H . M itch ell, N ow s A gen t, E xch an ge. 

A gents wanted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

8  U  ~ W  X W G  M  A .  O  B  I K Q a .
R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S  I  N  G  E  R  ’  S
NEW NOISELESS

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
T h e  B e s t  in  the W orld,

At
G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S T A N F O R D  &  CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  &  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T S  

M E L B O U R N E .

TO SPIRITUAL ADHERENTS OF THE HABMONIAL 
PHILOSOPHY ONLY.

W I L L  shortly be issued to all desiring the same, the Prospectus 
»» of the AOItELIA Co-operative Land and Labour Association. 

Suggestions received and information supplied by It. F. Cunning­
ham, Secretary, Thames, New Zealand. Central Committee to 
meet in Melbourne. Offices : 32 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy.

P H O T O - A R T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l is h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

4  1  O  »7» T .  T .  I  3NT S  B T  F I  E B T  E l  A .  S  T  .

T H E  A U S T R A L IA N  M E C H A N I C  and J O U B N A L  
o f  S C I E N C E  and A R T , containing A rtic le s  co n tri­
buted by th e  m ost em inent m en in th e  Colonies. P u b ­
lished M on thly, P rice  Sixpence. C la bso n  &  M a ss in a , 
7 2  L ittle  C ollins-st., and all B ooksellers.

J .  T Y E R M A N
I s  p repared  to  L e c tu re  on  S p iritu alism  in  any part oi 
th e  colony. A d d ress—
U p to n  C o tta g e , B r i e r l y  S t r e e t ,  C a r l to n , M elb ou rn e.

J O H N  R O S I E R

PREMIER B O O T  MANUFACTURER,
46 S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,

B E T W E E N  G A R T O N ’S  & R A I N B O W  H O T E LS ' 

•LA E L B O U E N E .

TUST RECEIVED, ex “ J .  M. Joshua,'' “ Report of the Dialec­
ts  tical Society on Spiritualism,” 16s.; Home's “ Incidents in my 
Life " ( 2nd series), 11s. 6d.; “ Hints for the Evidences of Spirit­
ualism,—by M. I’., 3s.; “Jewish Literature and Modern Education, 
or the Use and Misuse of the Bible in Schools:” "Religion of Life, 
by the author of Alpha, 3s. 6d.,- “ A Voice from the Ganges,” 
showing the true sourccof Christianity, 6s. 6d.; “Renan’s Works;" 
“  Fichte's Works," ice., Ac. W. H. T ebry, Spiritual and Progres­
sive Rook Depot, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

J - C T S T  P U B L I S H E D ,
A F F I N I T Y .— A  T eaching from  th e  Spirit-w orld, 

concerning th e  n e x t S ta te  o f  E x iste n ce . R e ­
ceived under Spirit-im pression b y W il l ia m  B o w l e t . 
A  Book full o f in terest and In stru ctio n . P rice , 2 s ., Cloth. 

W . II . T E R R Y , 9 0  R u ssell S treet, M elbourne.

Sole P aten tee  o f  th e  C anterb ury Buckle B oot, registered 
according- to  A ct o f  P arliam en t, 1872.

M R S. LANG'S N EW  PATENT ECONOMICAL

D O M E S T I C  WASHING T A B L E .
PRICES IN MELBOURNE;

O W L Y  3 V B .  QD. E A C H .  
rbiko tiib

C h e a p e st o f  a l l  W A S H IN G  M A C H IN E S .
ON AN ENTIRELY NEW PRINCIPLE.

I f  tw o Trestle» are required, price 7s. 6d. e x tra .

I t  saves time, saves labour, save soap, saves fu e l ,  saves 
v o ter, saves th e  clothes, and washes th em  very c lea r  and
q u ite  clean. N o  lrietion  ¡ b em ployed: no injurious  
chem icals are  req u ired : soap alone is  used and cold w ater. 
The Washing Apparatus without trestles is all that is essential: 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The trestles are re­
quired where there is no table.

PRINTED TESTIMONIALS SENT FR E E  BY POST. 

J A M E S  M o E W A N  &  C o ., E l is a b e th  S t . .  M e lb o u rn e .

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.
Prom advices received by tho Juno Mail, J . Rosier has tho pleasure to inti- 

mate to his numerous patrons that he has comploted arrangements with his 
London Correspondent to forward tho newest Parisian and London Fashion» 
monthlr. J . R. will therefore always be prepared to place V iotorian  Fain*  
thtfworld» °n 0X1 e<lual *ooting- with their counterpart« at the other side of

7 *  TO T 0U R I8 T 8  AND PEDE8TRIAN8 GENERALLY.
Tho best friend one can take with him on a tramp is a well-fitting and 

sound pair of Boots. Of such nothing at present mado surpasses Busier s 
Tour B oots. All the best principles of J .  E.’s attainments in the art of 
5 oot;.m1a^inK *re lavished upon their production. The low broad and sub- 
stantial heels, the straight direction for the great toes, suitable width of 
2 2 * 2  fi“1 ‘kPlhat the roots of the little toes are tho principal points of 
fitting, thus providing for the anatom ical requirements of tho foot when 
™ w 0ti on* ,T? ®xoellenoe of leather *nd workmanship may bo added the 
fSSSSt . °a ty*htnc“ . with strength, amply sufficient to ensure satis- 
seteototL11̂  0ndur‘ n8 wear.—Prices varying from 86s . according to styles

TO THE LADIE8.

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  A C A D E M Y ,
C O R N E R  O F  N IC H O L S O N  & G E R T R U D E  STS.,

FOB
Y o u n g  L a d ie s  a n d  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n .

This Institution is Conducted by

M R .  M A U I T S .
A ssisted  by C om peten t T e a ch e rs ; and is  Established with 
th e  view o l supplying w hat is fe lt to  be one o f  th e  G re a t  
W a n ts  o f  th e  A g e , nam ely, a n  E d u c a t io n a l E s t a b lis h ­
m e n t o f  a  S e c u la r  C h a r a c te r , n o t teaching any C reed nor 
D o gm a, b u t in cu lcatin gp rin cip les o f  M orality , and cu lti­
v a tin g  a  tr u e  sen se o f  H o n or. V acancies for B oarders  

T e r m s  M o d e ra te .
Prospectus forwarded on application to Principal.

«r.*ai*5 rj!evo£2 “P ® ^  attention to the manufacture of ladies wear, as re- 
paroa sty le , fit, and m aterial. J ,  R. has the pleasure to intimate that 

if^anpemont for tho production of the new  s ty le  of Shoes now so 
muon in demand, are complete in all details.

s ? Pmde Booto- Huntlag “ d J00key Bo° *

to »nd Kilt by ooaoh or rmU.
Improved ßtyle. F it Guaranteed. No Increase in Price.

Hole tho Address—4 6  SW ANSTON S T ., «hört dlrtanoe bom Town H.D 
(BETWEEN OABTON’S AND n»mBOW HOTELS).

*<*>., st their Offloe, 10« BUmboth Street, Melt»«“  
to if f k S iw ? * 1 W‘ H‘ T°rry’ >raMI‘ hod by him at te Biu»U Stw*


