
THE

t o # «  » .  ° f
M O N TH LY  JO U R N A L

DEVOTED TO

ZOISTIC SCIENCE, FREE THOUGHT, SP 
AND THE HARMONIAL PHIL

ALISM, 
HY.

“  Dnwn approaches, E rror is  passin g  away, Men arising shall h a il the day."

No. 23. MELBOURNE, JU L Y  1st, 1872. PRICE SIXPENCE.

C 0 3 S T T E I T T S . P a g e .

Srit Photographs ............................................................................................................................  271
Stawell Association and Mr. B . S . Napier..........................................................  271

Communication.........................................................................................................................................  272
Our London Letter ................................................................................................................................  2 7 2
Manifestations a t Castlemaine.............................................................................................. 272 -3
The R ev.J. Watsford on Spiritualism ......................................................................... 273-4

Mr.Smith's^LecHire a t the Turn Verein M ail ................................................................2 7 5
Twenty fourth Anniversary o f  Modem Spiritualism ....................................... 2 7 5 -6

Îiritual Lyceum ................................................................................................................................. 276
neu Sensation—Psychic Force C artes ....................................................................  276 -8

Spirit Photography in America ........................................................................................  2 7 8 -9
Emanuel Swedenborg—The relations o f  his Teachings to Spirit

ualism ........................................................................................................................................... 2 8 0 - 1

Two in terestin g  le tte rs  in  referen ce  to  sp ir it p h oto g

raphy app ear in  o u r  colu m n s th is  m on th .. T h e  first from  

M r. W . H . M u m lo r th e  orig in al sp ir it p h o to g rap h er in 

Am erica, th e  o th e r  from  M r. J a s .  B u m s  o f L o n d o n  r e 

lating som e su ccessfu l exp erim en ts  w hich have been  

made th ere , also  so m e in te re stin g  e x tr a c ts  from  th e  

B ritish  J o u r n a l o f  P h otograph y . W ith  re g a rd  to  th e  bona  

fide n atu re  o f  M r . M u m le r ’s  p ro d u ctio n s th e re  can  be no 

doubt in th e  m inds o f  th o se  w ho re a d  th e  p a rticu la rs  o f  

his trial on  th e  ch a rg e  o f  F ra u d  som e th re e  y e a rs  since. 

The fraud con sisted  in h is  p rod u cin g  sp irit ph otographs| 

and was based up on th e  assu m p tion  o f  th e ir  b ein g  frau 

dulently p rod u ced , b u t in  sp ite  o f  a ll th e  efforts o f  th e  

bigots who g o t  u p  th e  p ro secu tio n , n o t one ti ttle  o f  

evidence w as forth com in g in su p p o rt o f  th e ir  position, 

whilst on  th e  o th er h an d  th e  w itnesses w ere  to o  n u m er

ous to be exam in ed , E x p e r ts  testified to  th e ir  having  

visited M r. M u m ler’s g a lle ry  w ith th e  avow ed ob ject of 

detecting him , and re tu rn e d  nonplussed. O ne G en tle

man candidly to ld  M r . M . his o b ject, and said if  ho (M r. 

M um ler) w ould allow  him  to  c le a n  th e  plato, p repare  

th e  chem icals & c., h e  w ould  in  th e  ev en t o f  M r . M um ler  

procuring a  sp ir it form  on th e  p la te  p a y  him  5 0  dollars, 

M r. M um ler a g re e d  to  th is  prop osition  stip u latin g  only  

th at'h e  should ta k e  th e  cap  off th e  cam era  w hen a ll was 

ready. T he v isito r  th ereu p o n  to o k  th e  cam era  to  pieces 

and exam ined i t  m in u tely , h e  th e n  selected  and cleaned  

a plate, adjusted  e v e ry th in g  to  h is  satisfaction  and took  

his seat, M r . M u m le r  advanced, rem oved th e  cap, r e 

placed it , and re tire d , th e  v isito r  th e n  a ro se , to o k  th e  

plate from  th e  cam era  to  th e  d ark  room  and com pleted  

tho process, w h en  to  h is  aston ishm ent, a  second figure 

was d istin ctly  visible on  th e  p la te  beside his ow n. A n 

other p h oto grap h er testified  to  M r. M u m ler having visited  

his studio and req u ested  to  b e  allow ed t o  use his own

ap p aratu s, chem icals & c., and th a t  u n d er th ese circu m 

s ta n c e s  th e  sp irit form  had appeared , num bers o f non -p ro

fessional w itnessostestified to  th e ir  having recognized tho  

form s o f  th eir d ep arted  relativ es a n d  friends beside th eir  

ow n photographs, and th a t  th e  sam e form s had been  

d istin ctly  recognized  by o th ers before th e y  know  th e  

circu m stan ces u n d er w hich th oy  w ere  obtained. T he  

re su lt o f  th e  tr ia l  w hich lasted several days, w as a  

com plete triu m p h  for M um ler, and tho establishm ent o f  

th o  fa c t o f  sp irit photography. T he re ce n t exp erim en ts  

in  E n g lan d  seem  to  in d icate  th a t th is pow er is n o t sin

g u la r  to  M r . M um lor, b u t is possesed by m an y m edium s  

W e  have no doubt th a t  th eso oxp erim on ts will bo th e  

m eans o f  brin gin g to  th e  fro n t, th ose b e st adapted for 

th is  highly in terestin g  and useful form  o f  m ediumship. 

W o  w ould advise som e o f  ou r V icto rian  m edium s to  ex 

p erim en t in th o  m a tte r . S p irit form s havo (w ithin  

ou r ow n exp erien ce) been fain tly  b u t legibly im pressed  

on  pieces o f  tin , h e re  in  M elbourne som o tw o y ears  
since, b u t th oy  w ore n o t p erm an en t and faded from  tho  

p late  for w an t o f  suitable chem icals to  fix them . This 

is  a  dem on stration  th a t  u n d er p rop er conditions the  

ph otographs cou ld  be obtained hero. T h eir system atic  

prod uction  w ould bo one o f  th e  host te s ts  for scep tics we 

c a n  conceive of.

T H E  S T A W E L L  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  

M E . B .  S . N A T L E E .  .

T h e  now Sp iritu al L y ceu m  a t  Staw ell, th o  foundation  

ston e o f  which was laid tw o m onths sinco, is  rapidly  

approaching com pletion , and will probably bo inaugu rated  

early  in  th e  m onth. O u r old friend and fellow  w orker  

in th e  causo o f Spiritualism  and freo  th ou g h t, M r. B . S. 

N ay ler, has accep ted  th e  invitation o f  th e  Staw ell A sso

ciation o f  Prog ressive Spiritu alists to  le c tu re  fo r  th em  

fo r  tho ensuing tw elve m onths. F ro m  th o  re p o rts  which  

reach- us from  Staw ell w e have no d o u b t M r. N a y lo r w ill 

find a  good field for his labor, and p le n ty  o f  su p p ort from  

th o  num orous Spiritu alists and tru th -seek ers  th ere . W o  

bid him and his estim able p a rtn e r a  cord ial adieu, with 

b est wishes for th e ir  su ccess , b o th  tem p o ral and  

spiritual.
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COMMUNICATION.
D e a b  F b i e n d b —Your progress is matter of con

gratulation. Wo are greatly delighted, and join our meed 
of praise with yours to raifie one heart-felt song of grate
ful joy to the great Author of all life, light, and love.

How few there are who sit down and seriously con
template the why and wherefore of their existence. The 
vast majority are content to go on from day to day— 
week to week—year to year—and evon from generation to 
generation—without ever striking out an independent 
course of thought for themselves; and hence the slavery to 
old worn-out theories and dogmas, that rest upon the race 
like chains—heavy and strong—through accumulations 
of the dust and rubbish of ages. Now, while- we have 
frequently pointed out that such a stato of things exist, 
we have not so frequently communicated on the most 
effectual means to he employed to improvo the existing 
condition of the masses. We now oiler a suggestion to 
the effect that education is, without doubt, the best 
means for improving the condition ol the race—Educa
tion of the most liberal and comprehensive character. 
Let every tincture of class distinction and sectarian dif
ferences be purged from it, otherwise you leave some of 
that poison that has caused more darkness, more cruelty, 
bigotry, and superstition, than any other cause of ovil, 
in the whole category of cause and effect since the world's 
history began

Education to bo true must exert no influence that will 
violate or. disturb tho just equilibrium that constitution 
and nature has conferred on the child. All that would 
chill tho natural aspirations of the soul must be care
fully excluded, and all that would tend to nurture and 
draw out a natural and unbiassed development of tho 
faculties of the mind carefully exercised. For these 
reasons we wish you to look upon this as one of—if not 
the greatest—questions that now agitates the public 
mind. Great minds are engaged in trying to solvo tho 
problem. They are, in most cases, favorable to a purely 
secular mode, which, if once put into practice, will do 
much to relievo tho raco of some of its heaviest burdens, 
and effectually pavo tho way for oven a more perfect 
form by which to impart knowledge; but more particu
larly by which to draw out the natural faculties of tho 
soul. This is looked upon as one of the most important 
agencies for good by hosts of intelligences now intensely 
interested in the well-being of the human race They 
never lose an opportunity of prompting the minds that 
are of an impressional character to largo and liboral 
viows. Make it your business, each ouo of you, to stim
ulate enquiry on such a question, and, by a fair and un
prejudiced suggestion, try to open people’s minds to tho 
superiority of purely secular education. Avoid wrang- 
ling. at all hazards, even to a small sacrifice of personal 
dignity. Towards tho accomplishment of this grand 
objoet it is necessary that you should, at an early date, 
tako into serious consideration tho establishment of a 
Lyceum in which your children may assemble to have 
instilled into their minds some wholesome truths that 
will prove guides for life. Many spirits are anxiously 
waiting for the opportunity of aiding you to instruct tho 
young in this way. Thore are those here, as well as in 
your world, who aro adapted for special work. Thou
sands upon thousands are suited for this description of 
labor, and, through the want of magnetic conditions 
which a Lyceum would afford, are partly defeated in their 
efforts.

The gathering of children together render them much 
more accessablo to spirit influence, just as it is in circles, 
or assemblies of adults. But whilo wo have thus direc
ted your attention to the education of tho young, never 
lose sight of tho reformation and oulightenment of 
matured manhood ; and whilo naming this subject, wo 
have pnly to say—“ proceed entirely on the principle of 
love. Never attempt to force your viows upon anyone 
quietly and unobtrusively stato your ideas, and let the 
beauty and value of such be their commendation to the 
attention .of the listeners. This is the heaven-bom 
method of imparting light, and dopond upon it is the true 
one. Adopt it, and you will succeed in doing much 
good—more than you could ever hope to do, by all the 
influence of position or power that circumstances could 
possibly confer. _>

$0 dfoî omleiTla.
Communications f o r  insertion  in  th is Jou rn al should he 

p lain ly  written, an d  as concise as possible.

OUE LONDON LETTEB.

A pril, 18 th 1872.
D e a b  H a b b i n g e e — I t  would be difficult for the 

most enorgotic man, amidst the many conflicting duties 
of civic life, to kcop pace with tho over growing progress 
of spiritualism. The laat wondor which has taken us 
by surprise iB tho production of spirit photographs by 
Mr Hudson, a photographer living near Mr. Guppy’s, 
Quite accidentally one flay recently, when Mrs, Guppy 
was having hor portrait taken, Mr. Guppy bethought 
himself to place his wife behind the screen, whilst he sat 
to see what result might ensuo. No soonor had ho sat 
down than a wreath of artificial flowers was placed on 
his head by an invisible powor, and in the photograph 
there was a white object above him, like a person’s head 
with a white sheot hanging down from it. Sinco that 
time considorablo progress has been made in tho art of 
getting spirit photographs; and now veiled figures are 
obtained, in which the features are almost entirely 
obscured by drapery. The outlinos of the figures are 
exceedingly distinct, being more real and material 
looking than those obtained by Mr. Mumler in Amorica, 
But it seems that tho countenance is tho most 
difficult part to produce. In a fow instances the fea
tures aro said to bo recognisable by thoso who sat for 
them, but this is a point upon which they must satisfy 
themselves. A hand has occasionally been photographed 
very distinctly, protruding, as it  were, from tho hack 
ground over tho sitter’s head. I f  the same degree of 
progress attends these manifestations in the future as 
has been tho case during the last few weeks, it will not 
bo long before tho photographs of spirits will bo taken 
ns distinctly and certainly as tho photographs of mortals. 
Some mediumistic individuals have been successful in 
obtaining photographs without Mrs. Guppy's assistance, 
but her presence is highly favorable to the success of 
the experiment. She goes behind a largo curtain so 
wide, and filling tho place so completely, that there is no 
opportunity for trickery to bo performed, and evon if 
she did attempt to impose, the sitter would be always 
able to dotect it.. Mr. Horne tho well-known physical 
medium has had some of tho best specimens. I  cannot 
do better than enclose you a few of these marvellous

{roducts, and ns soon as I  can obtain them in abundance 
will send a goodly packet to Mr. Terry, that his 

brother spiritualists may bo able to possess these wou- 
derful results of spirit power.

"We aro busily engaged in making arrangements for a 
course of lectures on Spiritualism by Gerald Massey, 
the well-known poet of the people and of progress. The 
series will occupy four Sunday afternoons in May and 
June, and tako place in St George’s Hall. In  all parts 
of the country Spiritualism is bocoming every day more 
established, both as a fact in human experionco and as 
a popular and reformatory movement. Wo rejoice at 
the indications of progress which aro continually reach
ing us from your Southern land, and wo feel almost as 
much ,interest in- your advancement as. vfb do in our 
own.

J .  BTJENS.

MANIFESTATIONS°AT OASTLEMAINE.

TO  T H E  E D IT O B  OP TTTF. H A M ) H i  G E E  O F  XiIO IIT.

Sie—I  send you a few notes of our progress, trusting 
they may prove interesting and encouraging to the 
lovers of the cause we are engaged in. Though it is 
some time sinco my last letter, we have not boon at a 
standstill; but I  am happy to say our progress, though 
met by many chocks ana drawbacks, is nevertheless vory 
encouraging. We have now established a circle (moot
ing every Monday evening), devoted entirely to the 
development of two of our lady mediums, through whom 

, the influences give addresses. From this we are in
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hopes our m edium s w ill develop to  Buch a n  e x te n t  th a t,  
if needs be, th e y  w ould be ab le  to  tak e  a  p la ce  on  a  
public platform . T h e  ad d resses given a r e  m u ch  ap p re
ciated by th ose fo rm in g  th e  c ircle , w hich is  a  larg e  ono. 
One o f ou r la d y  m edium s, fo r  p h vsical m anifestations, is 
now astonishing h e r  frien d s b y  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  m ani
festations o ccu rrin g  th ro u g h  h e r.  ̂  L a s t  w eek I  was 
kindly in vited to  b e  p re s e n t a t  a  séance. I  availed  m y
self o f  th e  in vitation , a n d  ce rta in ly  w as m u ch  surprised  
and astonished a t  w h a t I  w itn essed . T h e re  w ere p resen t  
the lady's husband, m yself, an d  tw o o th e r  gentlem en, 
who, with th e  lad y  h erself, m ad e five s ittin g  a t  th e  table. 
The room  w e s a t  in  w as u sed  as  a  sittin g -ro om , a n d  had  
been cleared o f  a ll fu rn itu re  excep tin g  th e  five ch airs  wo 
sat on, th e  b are ta b le  w ith o u t co v e r, a  cou ch , an d . tw o  
ornaments on th e  m an telp iece . T h e  lig h t being e x tin 
guished— th e rap s  on  th e  tab le  w ere  m u ch  lo u d er th a n  
ever I  h eard  b efore , m a n y  im m ed iately  u n d er m y ow n  
hand : th e y  resem b led , an d  w ere  eq u al in sound to ,  th e  
taps given a n d  m ad e b y  a n  au ctio n eer’s m allet. W h e n  
we had sa t from  to n  to  fifteen m in u tes th e re  cam e a  
clatter on  th e  ta b le , cau sin g  us to  lig h t u p , w hen wo 
found a co u p le  o f fow ls th a t  h ad  b een  b ro u g h t in from  
an outside k itch en , w h ere  th e y  h ad b een  han gin g, and  
thrown on th e  ta b le  : th e y  w ere  read y  p lu ck ed  for cook
ing, being tied  to g e th e r. W e  a g a in  p u t  o u t th e  lights, 
and, a fte r  a  lap se o f  a  few  m in u tes , th e ro  w as th row n  
on the tab le a  co il o f  ro p e , a  c lo th es  lin o which h ad been  
hanging on a  hook o n  th e  f ro n t verand ah. A fte r  an o th er  
interval o f  a b o u t te n  m in u tes cam e a  la rg e  fam ily B ible: 
this cam e dow n w ith a  h eav y  th um p, for i t  w eighed, I  
consider, te n  o r  tw elv e  poun ds a t  leas t, and h ad  before  
the sitting been ly in g  u p o n  a  ch e s t o f  d raw ers in a n  ad
joining bedroom . J u s t  ns wo had q u ietly  se ttle d  again  
a slight noise on  th e  ta b le  a tt ra c te d  o u r  a tte n tio n  we 
lit up again, and foun d on th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  tab le  a  p re tty  
fancy shell p in-cu sh ion :  th is  h ad  b een  placed  on  th e  
Bible in th e  bedroom , and so followed it . A f te r  th is  
came th e  la s t m an ifestatio n , and , th o u g h  Inst, n o t th e  
least curiou s— a n  o ld  fe lt h a t , a  g ard en  h a t  belonging to  
our host. T h is had b een  m issed e v er sinco E a s te r , and  
being, like a n  old c o a t, a  com fortab le  frien d, he had been  
regrettin g th e  loss o f  it , and m akin g th e  rem ark  only th e  
day previous— h e  w ish ed th e  sp irits  w ould b rin g  th e  
missing h at, an d  su re  e n o u g h  th e y  did. I  do n o t in tend  
to make an y  re m a rk s  up on  th ese  m anifestations, ns I  
consider i t  u n n ecessary . In d ep en d an t o f  o th e r  proofs, 
those p resen t w ere  b y th e ir  position and ch a ra cte r  to o  
far rem oved fo r  a n y  suspicion  o f  collusion o r  trick e ry .

I  forgot t o  m en tio n  th a t  b o th  door nnd window was 
securely closed , on o g en tlem an  s ittin g  w ith th e  back of 
his chair so c lo se  th a t  w ould qu ite  p rev en t i t  b ein g  
opened.

I  h e a r o f  sev era l n ew  circles  s ta rtin g , an d  som e old 
circles reform ing. T h e  a tte n d a n ce  a t  o u r  S u nd ay even- 
uig lectu res k eep s u p  w ell, b u t th e ir  q u ality  and th e  
talented m an n er in  vÆ ich th e y  a r e  given o u g h t to  com 
mand still la rg e r  aud ien ces. M r . L e e ch  continu es in  
his usual vigorous s ty le  ; h is  unflagging love o f  tru th , 
and lucid m eth o d  o f  expoun din g i t  for th e  benefit o f  
thoso less g ifted  th a n  him self, is  a  w o rth y  exam p le to  
many. H e  is  t r u l y  ca s tin g  h is  b read  upon th e  w aters. 
L a st Sunday h e  g a v e  u s  a  m o st e lo q u en t le c tu re  upon  
“ Jesu s in  S p irit-lan d ,”  a n d  m u ch  r e g r e t  w as fe lt th a t it  
was n o t rep o rted , so th a t  th e  m an y m ig h t have p artici
pated in  th e  p leasu re  o f  read in g  w h at th e y  cou ld  n o t  
hear. T h e  lad ies a tte n d in g  th e  le c tu re s  have been en- 
gaged in co llectin g  fo r  th e  p u rch ase  o f  a  harm onium  for 
the use o f  th e  ch o ir, w h ich , I  am  p leased  to  Bay, is a  very  
good one. T h e  am o u n ts  a r e  n o t a ll in  y e t , b u t I  hear 
they have b een  v e ry  su ccessfu l, th e  ladies alw ays aro  
whenever th e y  u n d ertak e  a  ta s k  o f  th a t  so rt.

B E T A .
Ccutlemaine, 1 3 th  J u n e ,  1 8 7 2 .

. [S ince th e  ab o ve w as received , a  le t te r  headed “  W h a t  
is i t ” has ap p eared  in  th e  M o u n t A lex a n d er M a il , from  
the person a t  w h ose  house th e  séan ce  w as held, giving  
®n acco u n t o f  several o th e r séan ces beside th e  one allu
ded to  by o u r  corresp o n d en t. W a n t  o f  space preven ts
°d r  rep rin tin g  it .— E n .  H .  Z . ]

TH E REV . J .  WATSFORD ON SPIRITOALISM ,
As reported in the “ Argus" of the 28th December, 1871.

“  The Pricet whose orbit is  with seal sincere”
“  Stars of the world, and lights of human race.

But If  eccentric ye forget your sphere,
Prodigies ominous, and clew’d with fear,”

”  I t  cannot be denied that the prevailing spiritual phenomena are making 
deep, and laatlng Impression on the mind, of thouaanda, who until recenUy, 
wero without hope In tho world. Men who have listened from their earliest 
childhood to their appointed religious teacher», nnd wero yet entirely falthleea, 
with rrapoct to the future life, have boon overwhelm'd, perchance in  a flingle 
hour, with a  conviction m deep, that ita rocorda ahull bo offaced from the aoul 
no mnro for ever—I Hpenk aoix-rly. and truly, when I any, that thia haa been tho 
experience of thouaanda, and that inch auccocding day add» many to the number.

The hpiritunl manifestation • in thia country: have itoubtloaa converted more 
Intelligent sceptic,, nrvl materialist* to a  belief in revelation and the future life 
In the short apace of three yearn, than have been converted by the preaching of 
tho ChriaUan recta, in  the last quarter of a  century—I am conacioua of the full 
Import of this language, and w..nld not have I t  understood as mero hyperbollam.” —S. It. Itritlan'l Letter! in Din-union trull Dr. Uichmond.

“ How could I  help I relieving that what 1 saw was not tho product 
of mortal agency ? I  was not a  beliover rooking confirmation of my own no
tions—I was struggling against conviction” • • • •* And all who will
thorougnty Investigate this matter, will over nnd over again bo placed In tho 
sltnat nn 1 was, where they will bo compelled to  aay—‘ 1 KNOW,' in defiance of 
nil piceoncelvid opinions, nnd of all tho arguments In the world from those 
who do not nnd cannot know—I t  is u»ol'-s for n man to nrguo with me that tho 
sun dots not shine when I  know it  duos.” • • • On tho 23rd of April, ISfil, 
I  was one of a  party of nine who sat round a table, wo all drew back, and there, 
by tho light of two burning lamps, wo enw that heavy mahogany table suspended 
iu tho air. Thero was no mistake about It, and thero wero those nro-ent who were then, and aro yet, unbelievers in spiritual Intercourse."—Jndji Ettmondj.

TO TIIE EDITOB OP THE HAllBIXOEIt OF LIOIIT.
Rut—I  was desirous of offering you n few remarks in reply to 

the Rev. J .  Wntsford's lecture nt an curlier date. Your inability 
to find space for my contributions already in your band alone de
terred me from writing sooner. 1 could certainly have offered my 
letter to the paper in which the roport appears, but it  is not quite 
pleasant to ask for space in columns,

” Wlicro God’a own imago on tho aoul Impress'd 
Becomes n mockery, a  .standing j(Mt."

I t  is  well known that a  lady bits licen seen to float in the air. I 
do not speak of what frequently took jilaee in London and other 
countries but amongst ourselves here in Victoria. A brother-in- 
law bears witness to  the fact, and they were not in the lower but 
the higher walks of life, that is to say in every )>ossiblc way of the 
very highest respectability. The Geelong A d rertiu r  of tho 12th 
of January last has an equally well-authenticated rocord of what 
had ju st taken place there. A table hod nt a s6ance lloatcd nearly 
up to tho ceiling, and then alighted in an inverted position upon a 
gentleman's head.

The spirit was then asked to replace tile table in-its proper posi
tion upon the floor, which it  did, the report says, feather-like and 
feather-light. Lest Anti-Spiritualist readers should doubt 
the facta of this case, I  may say the report is signed by a respect
able Geelong resident, and that, with regard to the gentleman 
upon whosp head the table descended, I  myself quite by chance 
met him in Soutii Yarrn, nnd that he assured me the facts were 
ju st as I  hnve stated, and that other phenomena took place far 
more wonderful. The report was not copied into any of the Mel
bourne papers. These wonders, ns well ns thoso less striking, aro 
amply sufficient to convey to my mind the fact, that they aro de
signed, like Scripture miracles, to attest tho Divine origin of the 
teachings accompanied therewith. I  confess, notwithstanding, 
that my mind was first led to this conviction not so much by the 
wonders themselves as by three other wonders which 1 will detail. 
1st—Tho'wonderful press suppression of all such phcnomenn(as in 
Jerusalem, in the year of our Lord 2 0  or JO). 2nd—The wonder
fully bnre-fneed false charge of trickery, where any notice was 
taken of such phenomena by the press. 3rd—The wonderful mul
titude, and the wonderfully conllicting variety of hypotheses ad
vanced to account for those phenomena, whenever the Divine 
origin, by the agency of ministering spirits, was excluded. The 
whole of these hypotheses were strikingly alike in ono particular— 
not one of them seemed entitled to the slightest respect of a reason
able being, even if wo overlook the fact of their contradicting each 
o tK r, The lecture is chiefly interesting to Spiritualists : in theso 
three ways, nnd in those three ways I  now propose to deal with it. 1st 
—The free admission from a  clergyman of the reality, free from 
trickery, of the phenomena in question. 2nd—The wide range of 
conflicting theory which he suggests to dispense with the spiritual 
theory. 3rd—The introduction to onr notice of tho rare instance 
of a clergyman avowing his personal experience during years of 
personal investigation. A few words, therefore, upon each of 
these threo parts of the subject. 1st—The admission of facts. 
This is a grand point gained. Is it  not strictly true that ten years 
back we could not wring'such an admission from one of tho 
clergymen of any denomination? If, then, such an ninount of 
hurtful error, of unjust nnd injurious, and unchnritnble suspicion, 
of ignorant clergy, who brought so ninny false accusations against 
their neighbours existed only ten years back, may not the samo 
kind of error yet exist destined to pass away by degrees before 
advancing light ? The history of the ton or twenty years last 
past Bhould, therefore, make us blush to  witness tho la ity  thrust
ing light upon tho clergy, whoso vocation it  is to  enlighten tho 
people. The truth of my observation, with regard to  a  second 
error yet existing but destined to  bo discarded, is ju st glanced a t 
very honestly by the Rev. lecturer, l i e  says—“ I t  had been at
tributed to the ‘involuntary action of the muscles,’ but thut theory 
is generally abandoned now." I  pass on to  his variety of hypo
theses. An evil spirit, ho thinks, is sometimes the cause of the 
phenomena, but only so in about one case in  a  hundred, and that 
the phenomena are never caused by good spirit power. Theso are 
his words—“ He believed in 99 cases ont of 100 spirits were no 
more connected with i t  than he was a spirit." Presuming that
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sianccs and spirits have nothing to do with each other ns a rale, 
is this idea entitled to the least respect? viz., that a spirit really 
docs pop down n|>on us a t ju st about one in a hundred of our

f iances, and that we are fooled with the idea, that we have their 
rcsencc in the case of the other ninety-nine instances in which 
we get such intelligent responses in identification of individuality? 

I'gnuite for a reply fioni his Rev. brethren. Docs it  not seem in
credible that the eight years personnl investigation should have 
conveyed such an idea to the mind of any man. I t  would seem 
idle to controvert such an idea. Further on lie in reported to have 
saiil that " h e  had written sentences with the plnnchcttc without 
being conscious of it.” Here is another acknowledgment of the 
phenomena of Spiritualism free and apart from trickery and de
ception, yet in the same lecture he declares that ‘Mic has been 
told that Jacobs, and 1 Haidee H eller' have done things quite as 
wonderful as the spirits claim to have done.” Now Jacobs and 
Haidee Heller avow and claim nothing more than trickery. Let 
the gentlemen of the jury mark well how this witness plays fast 
and loose with trickery and no trickery, and thereby judge of the 
inconsistency and confusion of mind of (to  borrow a phrase from 
the Editor of the Argus) “ this most accomplished disciple of 
Anti-Spiritualism.” In  addition to the admission of the plan- 
chette repeatedly writing under his hand without his conscious
ness, he mentions his experience of the table's ability to  correctly 
count coin in a gentleman's pocket and divulge the secret of the 
name of a lady to whom a  gentleman was engaged to be married. 
For my own part I  never handled or saw a planchotto handled in 
my life, but if  it wrote under my hand (sense or nonsense) uncon
sciously to myself, eight minutes, without waiting for the expira
tion of eight years, would be sufficient to convince my mind that 
supernatural agency was a t work, more particularly if  bound up 
with such other phenomena as lie vouches for.

I  have said that eight minutes would be a sufficient length of 
time to produce a conviction in my mind under the circumstances 
and unquestionable facts specified and granted by the clergymen. 
I  have no wish to qualify one word I  have written, but to those 
who may think me too hasty and enthusiastic, and to those who 
do not join with me in blaming the clergymen's slowness to be
lieve, I have ju st two words to say :—1st. U]>on the goodness of 
belief, or credulity, 2nd. Upon badness, disbelief, or incredulity. 
Mr. llom itt writes in the 29th page of his lstv o l. of the “ History 
of the supernatural.”  These men arc continually accusing us of 
credulity, ns of something mean and imliecilo. Hut what is this 
credulity ? a credulity based upon evidence, is hardly credulity, 
will anyone tell us wherein i t  differs from the credulity of those, 
who saw the miracles of Christ? those miracles which so offended 
the son lies and Pharisees? Wherein docs it  differ from the 
credulity of Paul, who believed lie saw n miraculous light on his 
way to Damascus, and heard commands from heaven ? Do these 
very wise men know, that it  is a species of credulity, that both 
Christ and Paid, nf tribute the very highest, and noblest properties? 
O ye of little faith was the continual cry of our Saviour. Faith 
he pronounced to 1« the sublimest, and most meritorious quality 
of the soul." Herein certain virtues are glanced at, which might 
have been placed to the credit of the H eed. Mr. W atsford, had he 
believed that his unconscious writings were equally, supernatural, 
with certain unconscious speakings, on the day of Pentecost. 
Now lot us think what may lie said of this hard, and evil heart, of 
Unbelief. I am now about to quote from a lady, concerning 
whom opinions differ. The Argus Hcvicivcr regards her ns one of 
the “ Indies m aid"  rank and stamp, while U r. Urombg on the 
other hand judges her to be a Indy of “good acquirements” 
I  mn speaking of the “ authoress of Aurelia," in her work on 

Scepticism and Spiritualism,” these arc her words. “ H alf the 
persons whom chance, or idle curiosity, brings in contact with 
these phenomena, sec nothing that is absolutely convincing. They 
behold tables turning and tipping, people writing and drawing, 
they sny, under spiritual influence, which no one but them6elves 
can vouch for, Ac. Ac. And they remain, none the wiser, or the 
brighter than they were before. Bu t how different it is  with 
those, whose intellects, whose genuine desire of ascertaining the 
truth, and whose capncity for receiving the light, render them 
worthy of the special interposition of Providence to convince 
“ "-m .  . 111110 will show whether I  am right or wrong,
but of one thing we, and every one may lie certain, that to whom
soever a gleam of light is manifested, and the appointed path 
thrown oiien, that one will pay the penalty of folly and worldli
ness, or reap the supreme reward of spiritual knowledge and 
heavenly love, according as he blindly rejects, or nobly receives, 
the Divine boon. W hat I  say is this, docs it  not stand to reason 
thnt those who witness these phenomena, and then take the advice 
of the clergy, and remain-content with their ignorance, without 
pushing enquiry into cause and design, may lie held accountable 
in  the same degree, with those Jews who witnessed the miracles 
o f our .Saviour, anil then took the advice of their High Priests, to 
xemnin content with their ignorance, and not push enquiry intocauBC and design ? * J

One more quotation from his lecture and I  linvo done with this 
part of the subject. The quotation presents us with what he con
siders (a t tho end of his eight years of personal experience and 
investigation) to be a possible mode of accounting for the phe
nomena. “ An answer could be given correctly to an enquiry if 
the person were at the table, and knew what answer ought to be 
given ; and fa th e r  referring to the close connexion there was be
tween the will and knowledge of the operator and the answers to 
be given to questions put by them, as a possible mode of account- 
in g for the phenomena of spiritualism."

This is the theoryof the reflex action of the mind, but unfor
tunately like all the other theories of the anti-spiritualists, it 
claims not the slightest particle of respect, even if  we knew how 
each reflection of the mind could and would be so manifested, i t

would not explain a  tenth part of the phenomena of spiritualism 
One half of the revelations relate to things or people at a distance! 

distant times and distant places, th at can by no possibility be ¡J 
the minds of anyone in the circle to  be reflected in the responses 
Again by what conceivable reflex action of the mind could that 
Geelong table lie floated nearly to the ceiling yet this latter 
character of phenomena frequently takes place influencing not 
tables only but inert m atter in  endless variety and combined with 
intelligence as in the case of th at Geelong table replacing itself 0n 
the floor when asked to do so. The Itcvd. Gentleman could have 
scarcely suggested an hypothesis against which a greater army o 
facts could and can be adduced,-and this his eight years of read
ing and experiment ought to have taught him. But perhaps if 
you were to remind this clergyman th a t there wns a cloud of facts 
in conflict with his theory, he would reply, “ so much the wot* 
for tho facts.” The third aspect in which 1 proposed to review 
this lecture was the novelty of onr having presented to us, public 
revelations of the experience of an investigating clergyman- I 
will only ask docs not this point to  the beginning of the end will 
there not be following investigating clergymen ? Upon the word 
of the Herd. M r. W atsford  will there not be many young clergy
men and laymen and possibly young ladies, who will now believe 
what they did not before, viz., th a t the secret of their love ornught 
else, may pcrchnnce be revealed by the ridiculed, dispised, super
stitions, vulgar, tipping, turning table. w

“ A F F I N I T Y .” *

S u ch  is  th o  ti tle  o f  th e  firs t book, professing to be a 
sp iritu al com m u nication  p u blished in  M elb ou rn e. I t  is 
ce rta in ly  n o t a  handbook fo r  en q u irers, b u t one calcula
ted  to  shock th e  p reju dices o f  a n y  o rth o d o x  read er. I t  
is  n ev erth eless a n  in te re stin g  B o o k , a n d  m ay be perused 
w ith profit b y th e  im p artial tru th s e e k e r . I t  is  enter
ta in in g  ns a  novel, an d  in tersp ersed  w ith philosophical 
reasonin gs. T h e  ob ject o f  th e  w ork  ap p ears to  bo to 
p ro v e  th a t  H arm o m al M a rria g e s , o r  unions o f  aflinity 
on e a rth , a r c  th o  tr u e  basis o f  th e  H arm onization  and 
p erfection  o f  m an . O n  p a g e  1 2 0 , th e  sp ir it A lborto says 
in  referen ce  to  th e  L e s s o n  o f  th e  B ook ,

“The eternity of man’s existence, the study of which has 
been suggested ns an cnobling and elevating mental occupation, 
is  a  subject of intense interest in the higher spheres. Not so 
much the acquiring a knowledge of the fa c t of such an existence, 
as learning the manner of i t ; n o t so much to know whether man 
has always lived in 6ome form or other, as whore and how ho lived 
in his pre-existent state. We do not question the reasonableness of 
such being the c a se ; we indeed firmly believe thnt universal 
nature teaches it ; and we see how much mail's happiness may be 
promoted by having liis attention directed to this most important 
truth. Wo do not fear any evil effects could follow the introduc
tion of such knowledge to man. In  this sphere many of yon 
think it  would tend to  loosen the marriage tie  ns i t  now exists, 
and disturb what little harmony man is now enabled to enjoy in 
domestic life. I f  this result should be permanent, i t  would not 
lie pur desire to give mankind such knowledge ; but the effects 
referred to could not follow, even temporarily, because such know
ledge can be received by those in  advanced conditions only; all 
others will ridicule and re ject it. Those who have lived a life of 
suffering or unlove in the marriage state, through misdirection 
caused by their ignorance of the law-s of affinity, will be developed 
to a condition in  which they will be able to appreciate Buch know
ledge. Love sufficient may exist between husband and wife to 
make them contented with each other for the whole of earth-life, 
yet tlicir union lie not one o f affinity. Such love is the result of 
harmony of the physical and intellectual organisms, their inner 
natures remaining undeveloped. Marriage unions may and do 
exist which, for the happiness of both, should he mutually dis
solved.” *  *  *  *  *  *  *

I t  is only by nlllnital marriage unions th a t the highest 
happiness of earth-life can bo gained ; and there is no, misery so 
permnnout and intense as th a t endured by those living in the 
marriage relation when one is repulsive to  tho other, nml circum
stances make mutual separation impossible. Tho elevation of 
humanity from the present condition of discord will not make 
much progress until a  knowledge of God's laws in relation to 
marriage becomes more generally diffused. Mankind must unite in 
accordance with the laws, of affinity, i f  they would bo happy and 
would rise to  that condition of harmonious development of which 
their natures are capable. The offspring of such marriages will be 
the Christs of humanity, and become a power in the hands of com
municating spirits for the diffusion of spirit-knowlcdgo.”

T h ere  is  n o  disp uting th e  soundness o f  th ese  argu
m en ts , th e  book does n o t  ad v o ca te  F r e e  L o v e  but 
g r e a te r  circu m sp ection  in e n te rin g  in to  th o  m arriag o  rela
tio n  as  i t  now  stand s, an d  su g g ests  th a t  g r e a te r  facilities 
should bo afforded for th e  dissolution  o f  u n hap py m ar
riag es , th o  p erp etu atio n  o f  w h ich  in flict n o t  on ly  misory 
upon individuals so u n n atu ra lly  b oun d to g e th e r , b u t the 
d iscord an t effects a r e  tra n sm itte d  th ro u g h  th e ir  progeny  
to  p o sterity .

Affinity "  A teaching from the spirit world concerning the 
next state of existence, by Wm. Bowley. Published by W. B . 
Terry.'
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M B . S M IT H ’S  L E C T U E E  A T  T H E  T H E N  
V E E E I N  H A L L .

At  th e  T u rn  Y e re in  o n  S u n d ay  m orn in g, J u n e  9 , M r. 
Jam es Smith delivered a  le c tu re , m agnotically  com m uni- 
catedtohim , o n th e s e c o n d o f  th e tw o g ro a t com m andm ents
__“ T h ou sh alt lo ve th y  n eig h b o u r a s  th yself.”  I n  i t  was
pointed o u t th e  in terd ep en d en ce  o f  all m ankind, and  
the absolute im possibility o f  th e  individual a tta in in g  to  
happiness h ere o r h ereafter, un less by lab ourin g in th e  
power o f  th e  love g iven  to  a ll who seek i t  from  on high, 
to promote th e  happiness o f  o th ers. O n ly b y erad ica t
ing the prin ciple o f  egotism  w ould i t  bo possible to  r e 
construct o u r  d aily  lives, and to  rebuild  th e  fab ric  o f  
society upon a  soun d and d u rab le becau se a  divine 
and natural basis. O u r  civilization , i t  w as contended, 
is ro tten  and m u st p erish , seeing th a t  i t  re s ts  up on  a  
principle o f  selfishness, ig n ores th e  brotherhood o f m an  
and teaches u s  to  re g a rd  e a ch  o th e r as  n a tu ra l enem ies. 
“ If,” said th e  le c tu re r , “  in stead  o f  h o ard in g  up w ealth  
with a  n o w  to  e x e m p t o u r  ch ild ren  from  th e  w holesom e  
obligation a n d  ad m irab le  discipline o f  lab our, we 
were to  d ed icate  th e se  savin gs to  am eliorate and  
equalize th e  lo t  o f  th o se  arou n d  u s , i t  w ould be 
(ar b etter for o u r  offspring and fa r  b e tte r  fo r  o u r-  
solves. B y  d o in g  so wo should v e ry  soon dis
cover th a t, in stead  o f  co m p etito rs  a n a  rivals, w e  
should bo su rround ed w ith  co ad ju to rs  and helpers— with 
eager assistan ts and sp on tan eou s friends. In stead  o f  th e  
spectaclo w hich so cie ty  p resen ts  a t  th is  m om ent— th a t  
of a herd o f  rav en o u s b easts  e a ch  striv in g  to  m onopol
ize as larg e  a  p o rtio n  a s  possible o f  th e  com m on p astu r
age— each read y  to  fly a t  th e  o th e r’s th ro a t th e  m om ent 
th at pastu rage is  e n cro ach ed  upon, and each  rejoicing  
when the w eak er co m b atan ts a re  w orsted  in  th e  conflict, 
and a re  com pelled to  slin k  aw ay, unaided and disabled, 
into the ju n g le  o f  w retch ed n ess a n d  m isery— w e should  
witness a  sp irit o f  g en u in e  brotherhood arise . M en  
would be m u tu ally  helpful, m u tu ally  e a g e r  to  help, 
mutually rejo icin g  in  e a ch  o th e r ’s  w elfare, a n d  m utu ally  
participating in  th e  p ro sp erity  o f  a ll. E g o tism  would 
do m erged in a  f a r  n o b ler sontim ent, and th e  S ta te , in
stead oi being th e  p erson ification  o f  th a t  odious principle, 
would becom e w h a t i t  o u g h t to  becom e— a  com m on
wealth ; tow ard s w h ich  form  o f  go vern m en t an d  con sti
tution of so cie ty  so m an y  v ag u e asp iration s a re  now  
tending, and so m an y  th ou g h tfu l m en a re  an xiou sly  di
recting th e  noble en th u siasm  o f  th e ir  m inds and the  
moBt gen erous im pu lses o f  th e ir  h e a rts .” T h o fore
going p assage m ay  b e  re g a rd e d  as  con tain in g th e  k ey 
note o t th e  le c tu r e ; n o t th e  le a s t striking p o rtion  o f  
which was th a t  in  w h ich  i t  w as d em on strated  th a t  u n 
selfishness is  th e  m o s t selfish proceeding o f  which a  
human being co u ld  h e  capab le ; inasm uch as  i t  conduces  
so largely to  h is  hap piness, and is , indeed, indispensable  
to it.

T H E  T W E N T Y - E O U E T I I  A N N I V E E S A B Y  O E  

M O D E E N  S P IE IT U A L IO T I .

T h e  tw en ty -fo u rth  an n iversary  o f  th e  ad v en t o f  
M odern S p iritu alism  w as enthu siastically  celeb rated  by 
“ our A m erican  C o u sin s”  from  th e  3 1 s t  o f  M a rch  to  th e  
2nd o f A p ril la s t. L a r g e  and successful dem onstrations  
are rep o rted  a t  B o s to n , T ro y , N e w  Je rs o y , T e rra  H au te , 
N ew  Y o r k , P h ilad elp h ia, a n d  m an y o th e r p laces. The  
Principal sp eak ers a t  th e  firs t m entioned p laces w ere J .
M . Peeb les, A . J .  D av is , P ro fe sso r D en to n , and B o b e rt  
D ale Ow en. T h e  speeches, as  rep orted  in th e  B a n n er  o f  
L igh t  o f  A p ril 2 0 th , a r e  all in terestin g , b u t to o  volum in
ous for u s  to  d o m o re  th a n  cu ll from . T he pith o f  them  
is in m o st cases  a  review  o f  th e  p ro g ress  and effects of 
Spiritualism , a n d  a n  an sw er t o  th e  o ft rep eated  question  
o f  th e  scep tic— “ W h a t  has Spiritu alism  done.”  I n  re 
ference th e re to  M r . P eeb les s a y s :—

■ a i ir e l8  o f  v i c t o r y ?  W h a t  h a s  S p i r i t u a l i s m  d o n e ?  u m y  a  n i p  
V a n  W i n k l e  e s c a p e d  f r o m  s o m e  S l e e p y  H o l l o w  c o u l d  p r e s s  s u c h  a  
q u e s t i o n .  I t  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  e x i s t e n c e ,  

c o n v e r t i n g  a t h e i s t s ,  d e i s t s  a n d  s e c u l a r i s t s  t o  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i m 
m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  r e v e a l e d  t h e  i m m u t a b l e  l a w  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  u

h a s  u n r o l l e d  b e f o r e  u s  a  n e w  g e o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  a n d  t e s t i -  
i i e d  t h a t  n o  p e r s o n a l  d e v i l  r a v e s  -  o v e r  t h e r e . '  n o r  b r i m s t n e  f la m e s  
s c e n t  a n d  s o i l  t h e  g a r m e n t s  o f  t h e . r i s c n .  U n b a r r i n g  t h e  g a t e s  o f  
d e a t h ,  i t  h a s  b r o u g h t  t h e  l o v e d  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  S u m m e r - L a n d  
i n t o  o u r  c i t i e s ,  o u r  h o m e « ,  o u r  c h a m b e r * .  p e r m i t t i n g  u s  t o  c l a * p  
t h e i r  s h i n i n g  h a n d s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e i r  v o i c e s .  I t  h a s  
g i v e n  t h e  w o r l d  n e w  i n v e n t i o n s  i n  m e c h a n i s m ,  a n d  l a i d  o p e n  t o  
v i e w  t h e  h i d d e n  l a w s  o f  m a g n e t i c  r e c i p r o c i t y .  O n  a  m o r e  m a t e r 
i a l  p l a n e  i t  h a s  t r a c e d  w a t e r  c o u r s e s  t o  t h e i r  m o u n t a i n  s o u r c e s ,  
a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  m i n e s  a n d  o i l  w e l l s ,  m a k i n g  t h e  p o o r  o p u l e n t .  I t s  
a n g e l s  t h a t  ‘ g a t h e r ’ h a v e  t h e  p o w e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s c a t t e r .  I t  
h a s  n o t  o n l y  f o r e t o l d  f u t u r e  e v e n t s  o f  v a s t  m o m e n t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a n d  n a t i o n s  w h e n  a f l a m e  w i t h  t h e  l i v i n g  A r c s  o f  p r o p h e c y ,  b u t  i t  
l m s  w a r n e d  t h e  m o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  o f  s t e a m e r ,  b u r n i n g s  a n d  f e a r f u l  
r a i l w a y  c o l l i s i o n s .  W i t h  t h e  w a n d  o f  c l a i r v o y a n c e  i t  h a s  s c a n n e d  
o c e a n  b e d s ,  d e s c r i b e d  g e o l o g i c  s t r a t a  s u g g e s t e d  n e w  p l a n e t s  a n d  
m e a s u r e d  s t a r r y  d i s t a n c e s ,  w h i l e  A m e r i c a n  s c i e n t i s t s  w e r e  l a g -  

H a r d l y  a d j u s t i n g  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t s .  U n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  p s y c h o -  
m e t r y  i t  h a s  r e n d  b y  a u r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h e  u n w r i t t e n  h i s t o r i e s  
o f  E g y p t i a n  p y r a m i d s  a n d  A s s y r i a n  m i n s — o f  G r e c i a n  w o r s h i p  a n d  
D r u i d i c  w o r s h i p — a n d  c a n  t r a c e  t h e  l i f e - l i n e s  o f  m o r t a l s  b y  t h e  
t o u c h  o f  r i n g l e t  o r  g a r m e n t .  E a c h  a c t  i s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  u p o n  t h e  
c o n s c i o u s  s o n s o r i u m .  T h e  ju d g m e n t  s e a t  i s  w i t h i n ,  n n d  m e m o r y  
¡ 8  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  a n g e l .

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  w e a k ,  w a r n i n g  t h e  e r r i n g ,  w a k i n g  t h e  d o r 
m a n t ,  u n v e i l i n g  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  p n d  s t a r t l i n g  t h e  s i n f u l ,  i t  c o n 
t i n u e s  t o  r c - t l i u n d e r  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  w o r d s  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t : 1 R e p e n t  
— c o n f e s s  n n d  f o r s a k e  y o u r  s m s . ’  O n l y  t h e  • p u r e  i n  h e a r t '  s e c  ■ 
G o d .  T o  1 h i m  t h a t  o v c r c o m c t h '  i s  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
t r e e  o f  l i f e .  K i n d l i n g  i n  a l l  b e l i e v i n g  s o u l s  t h e  l o f t i e s t  e n d e a v o r ,  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  i s  t h e  s w e e t e s t  a n s w e r  t o  p r a y e r ,  a n d  t h e  ultima thule 
o f  n  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  n n d  a  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  i s  r e l i 
g i o u s . ”

A . J .  D av is defines i t  v e ry  pithily as  follows .—

1 s t ,  A  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h i n  m a n s  
b o d y .

2 d ,  A  d e m o n s t  r a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  o r g a n i z e d  s p i r i t u a l  m a n  t r i u m p h s  
o v e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  h o t l y .

3 d ,  A  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  h e  c a n  r e - v i s i t  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  b r i n g  
t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  m a n k i n d .

A n d  says •—

“ T h u s  e s t i m a t e d ,  w e  a s s e m b l e  t o  u n i t e  o u r  t h a n k s g i v i n g s ,  a n d  

t o  m i n g l e  o u r  b e n e d i c t i o n s  o v e r  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  a n d  
i l l u s t r i o u s  e v e n t s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  l i f e  o f  m a n k i n d .  I t  i s  
n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t o  t h o  m a t e r i a l i z e d  s e n s e s  o f  
another universe, w i t h  i t s  l o f t i e r  h a r m o n i e s  a n d  l i m i t l e s s  p o s s i b i l i 
t i e s  f r e e l y  o p e n e d  t o  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  s o u l  I ”

M r. D av is ap p ears to  have m ade a  fresh  estim ate o f  
th e  n u m b er o f  S p iritu alists, w hich he classifies section -  
ally a s  “ In terested ,” “ L ibera lized , ” “ Convinced” Im 
p ro v ed ,"  and “ In sp ired ,"  m aking a  gran d  to ta l o f  nine  
m illion adult's. ' H e  illu strates its  achievem ents ■ and 

effects as follow s:—

“ 1 .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  converted  f o u r  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  ( 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 1  
f r o m  d a r k  s c e p t i c i s m  t o  a  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s o u l ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  

e x i s t e n c e  a f t e r  d e a t h .

2  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  n n d  interested  
f o u r  m i l l i o n s  ( 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  o f  m i n d s  w h o  w e r e i n d i f f e r e n t  t o t h e v i t a l  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  h u m a n i t y .  ■

3  S n i r i t u n l i s m  l i a s  r e s c u e d  f r o m  t h e  b a r r e n  d o c t r i n e s  o f  o r t h o 
d o x y  a n d  liberalized a t  l e a s t  o n e  m i l l i o n  ( 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  o f  t h o u g h t f u l ,  
e a r n e s t  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  n n d  p r e p a r e d  t h e m  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  h i g h e r  i d e a s  o f  t r u t h  a n d  j u s t i c e .

4  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  a w a k e n e d  f r o m  d u m b  s l u m l m r  a n d  m a n i 
f e s t l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  n o b l e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m i l l i o n  a n d  
s i x  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  ( 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  s o u l s ,  f o r t i f y i n g  t h c i r  i n t e n o r  

f a c u l t i e s  w i t h  r a t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  o u r  H e a v e n l y  P a r e n t ,  b r i n g 
i n g  t o  l i g h t  t h e  h a r m o n i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  b y  n n d  t h r o u g h  t h o  
h a r m o n i S  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w h i c h  i s  a t  o n c e  a  s c i e n c e ,  a  t h e o l o g y ,  a  

r e l i g i o n  a u d  a  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  N a t u r e ,  R e a s o n  a n d  I n t u i t i o n .

6 .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  l i f t e d  o u t  o f  i g n o r a n c e ,  p o v e r t y  a n d  o b s c u r -  
i t v  n n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  a n  u n o r g a n i z e d  ( b e c a u s e  u n o r g a m z a b l e )  ■ nspi- 
r l i io n  o o t  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n s  ( 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  o f  t h e  e a r t h ' s  p r e s e n t  
i n h a b i t a n t s .  I t  h a s  c o n f o u n d e d  t h e  w i s e  a n d  l e a r n e d  o u t  o f  t h o  
m o u t h s  o f  t h e  w o r l d 's  u n s c h o o l e d  b a b e s  n n d  u n w a s h e d  s u n p l e t o n B l

T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  n e w  jo y - i n s p i r i n g  
d i s p e n s a t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  d a w n e d  u p o n  t h e  o l d  d e a d  w o r l d  o f  t h e o 

l o g i c a l  f o s s i l s  n n d  b i g o t s .

W e  h a v e  s a i d  n o t h i n g  o f  o u r  a c t i v e  e f f o r t s  i n  h e a l i n g  t h e  s i c k ,  
n n  l  i n  l i f t i n g  u p  t h e  d o w n - t r o d d e n  i n  c v e r r  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y .  
T h e  c h i e f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  
a r e  e x h i b i t e d  i n  m e n t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  p h y s i c a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n ,  a l 
t h o u g h  i t  i s  p o p u l a r l y  a n d  e r r o n e o u s l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  n n g e l - m m  s -  
t r a t i o n s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t o  t h e  a u g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h o  

w o r l d l y  c o m f o r t s  o f  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s . "
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H e  concludes his eloquen t address as  fo llo w s:—
“  A i l  i n t e n s e  f e r v i d  s p i r i t u a l  e m o t i o n  s t i r s  t h e  g r e a t  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A  b o u n d l e s s l y  f r e e  r e l i g i o n ,  b a s e d  u p o n  a  
u n i v e r s a l '  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h u m a n  e q u a l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  p r o m o t e d  b y  a  
p e r p e t u a l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  e q u a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h r o u g h  h u m a n  s o u l s ,  i s  
t h i s  d a y ,  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d .  A n d  w e  b e h o l d  i n  t h e  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a n d  u n o r g a n  i z a b l e  i n s p i r a t i o n s  o f  m o d e r n  S p i r i t 
u a l i s m  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  n o b l e r  a n d  
h a p p i e r  l i f e  o n  e a r t h ,  f o r  w h i c h  a l l  l i v i n g  s i n n e r s  a n d  s a i n t s  u n 

c e a s i n g l y  p r a y . "  _ .  , ,
M r. O w en’s discourse bears stro n g ly  upon th e  pro

gress o f  Spiritualism  am ongst scientific m en and m en o f  
cu ltu re . H e  in trod u ces som e quotations from  th e  S o m e  
Jo u rn a l, satirisin g th e  psych ic fo rce  th eo ry , h u t deals  
len iently  w ith its  advocates, believing th a t  th e ir  inves
tig a tio n s will lead  th em  to  th e  fact o f  sp irit agen cy . H e  
d ep reca tes  th e  establishm ent o f an y  a u th o rita tiv e_ o r  
dogm atic associations, b u t recom m ends u n ity  o f  actio n , 
and sum s up as follows:—

“  T h e  g e n e r a l  v i e w  I  t a k e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  m a y  b e  t h u s  s u m m e d  
u p  : W h a t  m a y  p r o p e r l y  b e  c a l l e d  S p i r i t u a l  E p i p l i a n i s m  i s  s p r e a d 
i n g  n s  f a s t  n s  i t s  w i s e s t  f r i e n d s  d e s i r e ;  b u t  i t  i s  s p r e a d i n g  n o t  a s  a  
s e c t — n o r  o v e r ,  I  t r u s t ,  t o  b e c o m e  bucIi — n o t  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  c h u r c h ,  
w i t h  i t s  p r e s c r i b e d  c r e e d  a n d  i t s  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  i t s  f o r m a l  
p r o f e s s o r s .  I t  s p r e a d s  s i l e n t l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  d a i l y  i n 
t e r c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  c i r c l e .  I t  p e r v a d e s ,  i n  
o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  o f  i t s  p h n s c s ,  t h e  b e s t  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  d a y .  I t  i n 
v a d e s  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  n o t  a s  a n  o p p o n e n t ,  b u t  a s  
a n  a l l y .  I t a  t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  m o d i f y  t l i o  c r e e d  a n d  s o f t e n  t h e  a s p e r 
i t i e s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  a n d  R o m a n i s t ,  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  a n d  E p i s c o p a l i a n ,  
o f  B a p t i s t  a n d  M e t h o d i s t ,  o f  U n i t a r i a n  a n d  U n i v e r s a l i s t .  I t s  
t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  l e a v e n ,  w i t h  i n v i g o r a t i n g  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i s i n g  e f f e c t ,  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  a g e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  v i r i d i t y ,  e n l i v e n 
i n g  i t s  c o n v i c t i o n s . "

Tho m a tte r  and g en eral to n e o f  th e  discourses a re  
m ost encouraging to  progressive S p iritu alists ns indica
tio n s o f  th e  stab ility  and stam ina o f  th e  m ovem ent in 
A m erica .

S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M  A T  S T A W E L L .

Tho foundation stone o f th e  new  Sp iritu al H a ll was 
laid yesterd ay . Tho building, w hen com pleted, will be  
com modious, and an  arch itectu ra l orn am en t to  th e  tow n. 
I n  tho sto n e  was placed , am ongst nu m erou s reco rd s (in 
cluding tho principal new spapers and Sp iritu al m agazines  
o f  tho day) th e  following dedication engrossed  on pnrcli- 
m ont, and signed by all th e  ad h eren ts o f  Spiritualism  in  
S taw oll:—

D ED IC A TIO N .
0  G o d ! wo ded icate th is building, w hose first ston e  

wo lay  th is day, to  tru th  and lovo— ou r h igh est concep
tion  o f  T h y glorious n atu re . M ay i t  becom o a  cen tre  
w hither T h y  b rig h t m essengers shall bring w hisperings 
o f  wisdom and goodness, to  be ech oed  by th e  living  
voico to  th e  living h earts  o f  m en. M a y  th e  sp ace en
closed by i t  becom e attractiv e  to  th e  h igher intolligencies 
by bom g filled w ith tho rad ian t halo o f  high and pure  
th oughts anim ating those who shall com e to g e th e r  in  
loving fellowship w ithin its  walls. I n  i t ,  hand in  hand  
w ith angels, w e will give ou r h earts  to  T hee fo r  having  
spread  o u t before us a n  im m o rtality  o f  happiness, in 
which wo shall ever learn  to  know  T h ee, and to  love 
Theo. I n  th e  troubles and darkness o f  th is  life m ay we 
find h e re  com fort and lig h t from  each other, and from  
Thee. M a y  w e so con d u ct ourselves in th is  s ta g e  o f  ou r  
etern al being, as  to  m ake quick advances in to  h igher  
spheres o f  happiness. M ay th e  sp irit o f  harm ony and  
peace alw ays dwell here , breath ing o n u s  th e  humble- 
mmdodnoss which shall m ake each  p refer o th ers to  him
self. M ay h e re  th e  darkness o f  ignorance He rem oved  
from  o u r  m inds, so th a t th e  in n er fife and th o  o u te r  life 
m ay m eet and become0o n e ; m ay h e re  th e  darkness of 
th e  grove be rem oved from  ou r thoughts, so th a t  th e  
p re se n t life and tho futu re life m ay m eet, and becom e  
one, so th a t  in gliding alo n g ou r e tern al pathw ay no 
an xie ty  for th e  p re s e n t.n o  foreboding for th e  fu tu re  
m av rob us o f  th e  happy confidence th a t  w e a re  loved 
children  un der whom  are alw ays th e  everlastin g arm s o f  
th e ir  F a th e r .

M a y  th o u g h ts  l ik e  th ose inscribed on  th is buried  
reco rd  ce m e n t u s  in to  a n  indissoluble brotherhood, en
abled in  som e m easu re to  p ractise  tow ards each  o th er  
th a t  s in cerity  and loving-kindness which shall be th e  
ru le  o f  a ll, w hen a ll sh all know Thee, from  th o  le a s t  to  
th e  g re a te s t .— P lea sa n t G reek N ew t, A p ril 2 7 th , 1 8 7 2 .

A  N E W  S E N S A T IO N — P S Y C H I C - F O B C E  OAMTSS.

W o  a r e  ab o u t to  in tro d u ce  to  th e  n o tice  o f  ou r readers 
th e  m o st re ce n t “sen satio n ”  ex istin g  in  certain  Loudon 
circles, th is being n o th in g  m o re  n o r  less  th an  the advent 
o f  som ething w hich w e h ad  previou sly  presumed 
w as confined to  th e  o th e r side o f  th e  A tlantic—we 
m oan “ sp irit p h o to g ra p h y ”— w h ich , du rin g the pre- 
se n t m onth, ap p ears to  have s e t  in lik e  a  flood in our 
ow n m etropolis. I t  is ou r in ten tio n  to  give such an 
a cco u n t o f  th o  visitation  as  w e a r e  ab le— an account 
w hich, i f  i t  fails to  edify, m ay  a t  leas t, am use. A t any 
r a te , i t  is  th o  “  la s t new  th in g  ”  o f  w h ich  w e have heard, 
and, as journalists, w e sh all keep o u r  rendors au courant 
w ith th is as  w ith e v e ry  o th e r  ram ification  o f  our art- 
scien ce.

I t  will be rem em b ered  h o w  th a t, w hen giving the de
ta ils  o f  th e  tr ia l  o f  M u m ler in A m e rica  in connection 
w ith sp irit p h oto grap h y , w o exp ressed  a n  opinion that, 
w ith th e  facilities w hich ap p eared  to  h av e  been afforded 
to  A m erican  p h oto grap h ers, i t  w as su rp risin g  they should 
n o t have definitely foun d o u t how  th e  tr ic k  was done ; 
a t  th e  sam e tim e w e s ta te d  th a t  i f  su ch  opportunities 
h ad been afforded to  L o n d o n  p h o to g rap h ers th ey  would 
speedily solve a n y  m y ste ry  th a t  m ig h t app ear to be 
a ttach ed  to  i t .  Su ch  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  seem s about to bo 
afforded.

T he case , so far a s  w e know  o f  i t ,  s tan d s th u s : and 
fo r  ou r first in form ation as  to  th e  m a tte r  w e are  indebted 
to  th e  S p iritu a list, a  p ap er w hich is  ed ited  b y a gentle
m an know n a t  le a s t by n am e to  o u r  read ers, M r. Wm,
H . H arriso n  :—

O n M on d ay th e  1 1 th  in st., M r . Sam uol Guppy, of 
M orelan d  V illas, H ig h b u ry  H ill P a r k , N .,  accompanied 
his wife to  th e  studio o f  M r . H u d so n , 1 7 7 , Palm er’s- 
to rra ce , H o llow ay-road , to  have h e r  p o rtra it  taken. At 
th is  s tag e  w e drop fo r  a  m o m en t o u r  n a rra tiv e  to  inquire 
who and w h at a re  M r . a n d  M rs . G u pp y.' W e  are  bound 
to  confess th a t  w e h av e  n ev er seen  th e  gentlem an, so far 
as  w e a re  aw are, b u t he is  said to  b e  a  p erfectly  straight
forw ard and hon est m an, a  littéra teu r  b y  profession, and 
a n  am ateu r p h oto grap h er. W e  h av e  re a d  som e of bis 
w ritin gs and ju d g e  th a t  ho is  b y  n o  m oans an  ascetic. 
M rs. G u p p y is  recogn ised  as  o n e o f  th e  ch ie f  “m ediums” 
in con n ection  w ith spiritualism  in  th is  co u n try , although 
i t  m u st be said th a t  h e r  gifts  o r  ta le n ts  in  th is  direction 
have n ev er been asso ciated  w ith  p ecu n iary  considerations. 
W e  n o w  in tro d u ce  a  le t te r  from  M r. G u p p y, published 
in th e  S p iritu a list  o f th e  1 5 th  in sta n t, a n d  which we 
h e re  app end :—

“ A novelty ought to have a pretty name. The Dialectical 
Society called it ‘ spiritualism,’ when they put it on its trial—not 
guaranteeing i t  any more than the court guaranteed Ticlibornc.

“ To be a spiritunlist is generally understood to ascribe the phe
nomena to the agency of departed souls. To be a psychic forcist 
involves no such commitment. I t  is quite innocent ; it involves 
no disputes about subjective or objective or unconscious cerebra
tion. You do something and there is the result—you are not 
pledged to any belief on the subject.

11 Mr. Mumler has hitherto enjoyed the exclusiveness of produc
ing psychic force cartcs-de-visitc.

“ As far as my experiments went I  was of opinion that there 
was no exclusiveness in the production cf spiritual phenomena, 
provided th at the right conditions were present. Several months 
ago in my own studio I  tried to get a  spirit-photograph, and I cer
tainly succeeded, that is, there was a  veiled something besides my 
wife, whose portrait I  was taking. I t  was evident to me that it 
was possible, but that many conditions and probably many trials 
were requisite. The picture I  got was not conclusive enough to 
induce me to say anything about it, and the subject was 1 laid on 
the table.’

“ On Monday last my wife asked mo to acccompany her to Mr. 
Hudson’s photographic studio, No. 177, Palmer-terrace, Holloway- 
road, to get some cartea-de-vmte. She had several negatives taken 
in various attitudes, m e n  she had finished sitting, I said, * 
should like to try an experiment.’ I  directed Mr. Hudson how to 
arrange the drapery forming the background, and requested my 
wife to stand behind i t  while I  was being taken, While so sitting, 
and Mr. Hudson preparing the plate, a  wreath of artificial flowers 
was placed on my head suddedly. There were some artiiicmi 
flowers about, and they had been put on a  table in one picture 
taken of my wife, but there was no •wreath. Mr. Hudson was in 
his dark room, and my wife behind the drapery a t the time. No 
other person was present. The picture taken showed a white 
figure standing behind me, liko a  person covered with a sheet. 
My wife was dressed entirely in black. ‘ Try again.’ Again a 
curious white figure with a dark part on it, resembling the ace or
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« n a d M . ‘ T r y  a g a i n , ’ a n d  I  a r r a n g e d  a  c u r t a i n  w i t h  t h e  d r a p e r y ,  
¿ ¿ t h a t  i t  c o u l d b e  o p e n e d .  A g a i n  a  w h i t e  s h e e t - l i k e  f o r m ,  w i t h  
a n  o p e n i n g ,  i n  w h i c h  s o m e  p e r s o n s  t r a c e  a  f a c e .  N o w , i n  t h e s e  
P i c t u r e s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e c e p t i o n ,  e x c e p t  b y  t h e  c o l l u 
s io n  o f  m y  w i f e ,  m y s e l f ,  a n d  M r .  H u d s o n .  T h e  f i g u r e  b e h i n d  m e  
i s  t h a t  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n  a  w h i t e  s h e e t — m y  w i f e  h a d  o n  a  b l a c k  d r e s s .  
N e i t h e r  s h e  n o r  I  w e r e  a w a r e  w h e n  w e  w e n t  t o  M r .  H u d s o n 's  o f  
m a k i n g  t h e  t r i a l .  T h e  t h o u g h t  s u g g e s t e d  i t s e l f  t o  m e  a s  a  m e r e  
e x p e r i m e n t .  I f  m y  w i f e  h a d  h a d  a  s h e e t ,  n n d  h a d  s t e p p e d  o u t  
f r o m  b e h i n d ,  M r .  H u d s o n  m u s t  h a v e  s e e n  h e r  w h e n  h e  t o o k  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  I  m e n t i o n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ( i s  s a t i s f y i n g  m y s e l f  o f  t h e  a b s o 
l u t e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  b e i n g  a n o t h e r  e n t i t y  t h a n  m y  w i f e .  
O n  T h u r s d a y ,  M i s s  H o u g h t o n ,  o f  D e l a m e r e - c r e s c e u t ,  c a l l e d  o n  m y  
w i f e .  I  r e l a t e d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  S h e  a s k e d  m y  w i f e  t o  a c c o m 
p a n y  h e r  t o  M r .  H u d s o n  a n d  h a v e  a  t r i a l .  I t  s u c c e e d e d .  S h e  h a d  
t h r e e  p h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  ;  t h e  f i r s t  h a s  a  p s y c h i c  f o r c e  f i g u r e  
d r a p e d  i n  w h i t e ,  w i t h  t h o  f a i n t  t r a c e s  o f  f e a t u r e s .  I n  t h e  n e x t  

t h e r e  i s  a  v e i l e d  f i g u r e  a n d  a  v e r y  c l e a r  h a n d  o n  M i s s  H o u g h t o n 's  
s h o u l d e r .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  t h e r e  a r c  t h e  t h r e e  s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  
h a n d l e  o f  a  d a g g e r  ( w h i c h  M i s s  H o u g h t o n  w e a r s  c o n c e a l e d  i n  h e r  
b a c k  h a i r )  s u s p e n d e d  a b o v e  h e r  h e a d .

“  N o w  I  w i l l  n o t  b e  a n s w e r a b l e  f o r  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  M i s s  
H o u g h t o n ,  f o r  s h e  o r d e r e d  m e  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  
b e i n g  t a k e n ; b u t  a s  t o  t h e  g h o s t - l i k e  p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  
o f  m y s e l f  ( v e r y  u g l y  p h o t o s ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  i f  I  w a s  n o t  a l r e a d y  m a r 
r ie d ,  I  w o u l d  s m a s h  t o  p i e c e s — b u t  i n  t h o  c a u s e  o f  t r u t h ,  a s  I  a m
o f t e n  t o l d --------- ) ,  a s  t o  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s ,  I  a s s u r e  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  m e
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  p s y c h i c  f o r c e ,  u n c o n s c i o u s  c e r e b r a t i o n ,  
o r  s p i r i t s — j u s t  a s  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  m a y  p l e a s e  t o  c a l l  t h e  c a u s e .  
T h e y  h a v e  n o  c l a i m s  t o  b e a u t y ,  b u t  t h a t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  
s c i e n c e .  A s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d o u b t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  I  s a y — 1 W a i t  a  
b i t ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  s e e  p l e n t y  m o r e ,  w e l l  a t t e s t e d . ’ A n o t h e r  e f f e c t  
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e — t h a t  w h e r e a s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s p i r i t  cartet-de-vitite  
n o w , b e c a u s e  n o  r e a l  s p i r i t  l i k e n e s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d ,  i m i t a 
t i o n s  w i l l  b e  f o r  s a l e  m u c h  m o r e  a r t i s t i c  t h a n  t h e  r e a l .

“  T h e n  w e  s h a l l  a g a i n  p r e s e n t  Oinw'i B a b y  t o  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y .  
T h e  D i a l e c t i c a l  p r o v e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  m o v e  a  t a b l e  w h i c h e v e r  w a y  
h e  w a s  a s k e d  t o .  D r .  C r o o k e s  a n d  S e r g e a n t  C o x  p r o v e d  t h a t ,  a l 
t h o u g h  i n v i s i b l e ,  h e  c o u l d  p r e s s  d o w n  a  s c a l e ,  a n d  w e  n o w  p r o v e  
t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  i n v i s i b l e ,  i n  b r o a d  d a y  h e  c a n  h a v e  h i s  p i c t u r e  
t a k e n .  A l l  I  s h a l l  a d d  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  m a y  b e  i n s p e c t e d  b y  

t h e  p u b l i c  a t  M r .  H u d s o n ’s ,  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  1 7 7 ,  P a l m e r - t e r r a c e ,  
H o l l o w a y - r o a d .  M r .  H u d s o n  t o o k  t h e m ,  a n d  c a n  g i v e  a n y  e x 

p l a n a t i o n . "

After reading the above we determined to call upon 
Mr. Hudson, in order to see these wonders for ourselves. 
Previous to describing our visit we subjoin the remarks 
of Mr Harrison relative to phenomena of the character 
described. Mr. Harrison has, wo may state, in tho 
course of his investigations, been fortunate enough to 
have more than once seen “spirits from the vasty deep,” 
and who became materialized. In this respect our friend 
has been more highly favoured than we have been, tho 
only spirits hitherto seen by us being those which have 
been made acquainted with the hydrometer of the excise 
officer, and which come at our bidding from—the near
est spirit merchant's. Speaking of one of those aerial 
or gaseous entities with which he was enabled to make 
acquaintance, Mr. Harrison says :—

“  T h e  v e i l e d  f i g u r e  o f  K a t i e  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  t h e  s a m e  o n e  w h i c h  
a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  p h o t o g r a p h s  M r .  G u p p y  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  o b 
t a i n ,  a n d  i n  A m e r i c a ,  a t  f i r s t ,  s i m i l a r  v e i l e d  f i g u r e s  s o m e t i m e s  
a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  p l a t e  i n  s p i r i t  p h o t o g r a p h s .  A  p h o t o g r a p h e r  c a n  
e a s i l y  p r o d u c e  b e t t e r  s p i r i t  p i c t u r e s  t h a n  t h e  r e a l  o n e s ,  b y  g i v i n g  
a  p e r s o n  w h o  a c t s  t h e  1 s p i r i t  ’ o n l y  o n e - t h i r d  t h e  t i m e  o f  e x p o s u r e  
i n  t h e  c a m e r a  w h i c h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  r e c e i v e s .  M r .  G u p p y 's  
r e a l  p i c t u r e s  a r e  c f  a n o t h e r  k i n d ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  l i e  i m i t a t e d  
b y  1 m a s k i n g  ’  o r  ‘ d o u b l e  p r i n t i n g ' — t w o  o p e r a t i o n s  W e l l  k n o w n  
t o  p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  F o r  a  s p i r i t  p h o t o g r a p h  t o  c a r r y  e v i d e n c e  t o  
o u t s i d e r s ,  t h e  s p i r i t  s h o u l d  b e  b e y o n d  a l l  m i s t a k e  t h a t  o f  a  d e 
c e a s e d  p e r s o n  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  a n d  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  
i t s  a r m s  r o u n d  t h e  n e c k  o f  t h e  s i t t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  t w o  f o r m s  m a y  o v e r 
l a p  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  p l a c e s .  S u c h  a  p i c t u r e  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  b e  i m i 
t a t e d  w i t h o u t  c o l l u s i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i t t e r ,  o r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
t h e  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r .  *  *  *  *

“ T h e r e  i s  a  p o i n t  o f  s p e c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  a b o u t  s p i r i t  p h o t o 
g r a p h s .  I n  n e a r l y  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  s p i r i t  f o r m  c o m e s  o u t  m o r e  
s t r o n g l y  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e — m o r e  s t r o n g l y  t h a n  
t h e  w h i t e  s h i r t - f r o n t  o f  t h e  s i t t e r .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e  
a l l ,  t h e  B p i r i t  i s  i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  e y e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  
i f  t h e  c a m e r a  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  p l a t e  a r e  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c o n 
d i t i o n s ,  s o m e  v e r y  i n t e n s e  c h e m i c a l  r a y B  m u s t  b e  t h r o w n  o f f  b y  a  
s p i r i t  f o r m  w h e n  i t  i s  p a r t i a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s e d ,  i n v i s i b l e  f o r m s  c a n  
m o v e  s o l i d  t h i n g s  b y  s i m p l y  c a r r y i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  * p s y c h i c  f o r c e , ’ w h i c h  p u l l e d  M r .  C r o o k e s ’s  s p r i n g  b a l 
a n c e  a n d  p l a y e d  h i s  a c o r d i o n  w h i l e  s u s p e n d e d  o n  n o t h i n g  i n  m i d -  
s i r ,  w a s  a n  i n v i s i b l e  h a n d  a n d  a r m .  T h e s e  s e m i - m a t e r i a l i s e d  
f o r m s  m a y  p o s s i b l y  t h r o w  o f f  e x t r a - v i o l e t  r a y s  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  
g r e a t  i n t e n s i t y ; i f  s o ,  s u c h  a  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  n o t  o u t s i d e  t h e  r a n g e  

o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e . ”

A later communication on this subject appears in the 
Medium of last Friday, from which we learn that Mr. 
Harrison has himself been subjected to the conjoint in
fluences of Mr. Hudson’s camera and Mrs. Guppy's

psychic powers. Mrs. Guppy iq this communication 
says :—

“ W h e n  H u d s o n ,  i n  d e v e l o p i n g ,  s a i d .  ' T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  
p l a t e , '  I  w a s  c u r i o u s  a n d  g r a t i f i e d  o n  s e e i n g  i t ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s a i d ,  ‘ T r y  a g a i n , ’ a n d  s o  o n  u n t i l  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e ,  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  
d e c r e a s e d  t o )  m u c h .  N e i t h e r  d i d  i t  s u r p r i s e  m e  t h a t  M i s s  H o u g h 
t o n  g o t  . s p i r i t  p h o t o g r a p h s  ;  f o r ,  t h e  c o n i l i t i o u s  o n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
t h e  s u r p r i s e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o t h e r  w a y .

“  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  s u r p r i s e s  m e  iB  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d  
o u t  b e f o r e  ;  b e c a u s e  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c ,  a n d .  I n  f a c t ,  v e r y  m a n y  m e n  
w h o s e  b r a i n s  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r a i n e d  t o  e n t i t l e  
t h e m  t o  t h e  d i p l o m a  o f  s c i e n t i f i c ,  k n o w  t h a t  p o w e r  o r  f o r c e  i s  
c o n v e r t i b l e  i n t o  l i g h t ,  h e a t ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  g a l v a n i s m ,  A c . ,  A c .  N o w , 
a l l  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  h a v e  r e a d  t h e  a c 
c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o w e r  a t  t i m e s  
e x h i b i t e d ,  m u s t  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h a t  p o w e r  i s  a t  t i m e s  a l m o s t  r e a l l y  
s u p e r h u m a n .

“  M r .  H a r r i s o n  h a i l  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  carte  de cu ite  m a d e  y e s t e r d a y .  
O v e r  h i s  h e a d  i s  a  h a n d ,  c l e a r  o n  a  b l a c k  b a c k g r o u n d .  P h o t o 
g r a p h e r s  w i l l  i m i t a t e  t h i s  b y  a  h a n d  o n  a  g l a s s  i n t e r p o s e d  i n  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  ;  b u t  h e r e  w a s  t h e  h a n d  t a k e n ,  d e v e l o p e d ,  c y a n i d e d ,  a n d  
w a s h e d  o f f  i n  t h r e e  m i n u t e s .  T h e  m e d i u m  b e h i n d  t h e  s c r e e n  
c o u l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t ,  f o r  t h a t ,  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  v i s i b l e  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  w o u l d  t e l l  i t s  o w n  t a l c  o n  t h e  p i c t u r e . "

In the company of a friend—a professional photo
grapher in the city—we called upon Mr. Hudson, who 
is a photographer in Holloway-road. We here take oc
casion to thank him for the readiness with which he 
submitted for our examination everything in connection 
with this subject that he had, including the prints, the 
negatives, the studio, and the camera. He informed us 
that he would not lend himself to any kind of deception, 
and that ho really had no idea how the figures came 
upon tho negatives, which ho had treated in every re
spect as was his wont. In reply to a question, he said 
tnat, although with strangers lie usually turns his back 
to the sitter during exposure, in this case he did not do 
so, and that if anything had been projected from behind 
he must have seen it. We have written to Mr. Guppy 
enquiring if there would bo any objection to our being 
present with a friend when he next attempted to obtain 
photographs of this description, and also whether he 
would allow us on that occasion to operate on plates 
that wo should bring with us. To this request wo have 
not yet received a reply.

“ It  never rains but it pours.” The same class of 
phenomena is said to be witnessed in the studio of ano
ther photographer in Camden Town, but whose name 
we do not at present remember. We have, however, 
seen a specimen of his art, which we shall describe in a 
manner more truthful than complimentary by saying 
that tho sitter is posed at one corner of the plate, as if  
to mako special room for thé spirit figure, which is that 
of a man. A peculiarity connected with the plate is that 
the figure, draped in fleshly habiliments, is printed from 
a negative, tho aerial gentleman being from a transparent 
positive conveying to. a photographer the mundane idea 
that just before the developer was applied a negative 
had been placed over that containing the latent image, 
and exposed to a gas or other light for a second or two, 
the result being that, when tho plate was developed, one 
figure was a negative and the other a transparency. 
This is a mistake that should not be permitted to occur 
again ; but we suppose that the photographer, being an 
amateur, has in this case attracted spirits who are im
perfectly acquainted with tho difference between posi
tives an'd negatives. With more experience in this new 
line of business they will do better m the future.

Wo are not accustomed to utter predictions, but on  
this subject we do venture to prophecy that no “ mani
festations ” will die apparent on the plate if we arc per
mitted to bo present when it is exposed and developed. 
We shall see.

Since writing the above we have received from Mr. 
Guppy a most courteous reply to our letter, and an offer 
to afford us all requisite information. He has enclosed 
us a very beautiful “ spirit photograph," taken at three 
o’clock on Monday last by Mr. Hudson. I t  is a group 
composed of Mrs. Guppy and her child, and behind them 
is seen a female figure m light clothing, gracefully posed, 
very sharp, and well defined, being in this respect quite 
different from any pictures of this class we have hitherto 
seen. Some “ expert” professional photographic friends 
who have seen the picture are of opinion that the light
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fem ale figu re could n o t have b een  placed on  th e  negative  
b y  an y  know n system  o f  double prin tin g, and hence  
th in k  th a t  ,a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  neg ativ e being tak en  the  
figu re m u s t have been stand in g behind th e  sitte rs . In  
addition to\theJ assu ran co o f  M r. G uppy th a t no such  
figu re w as visible to  th e  eye , we have received an  affida
v it (d ated  M a rch  2 5 th , th e  day on which i t  was tak en) 
by M r. H u d son  relativ e to  th e  p ictu re  th a t jyas enclosed, 
in  which he says “ tlin t a t  th e  tim e o f  m y tak in g  th e  en
closed photograph, signed by m e, th ere  w as no human 
b ein g  in m y stud io  besides M r. and M rs. G uppy and  
th e ir  child; th a t  M r. G uppy w as behind th e  dark screen  
th e  w hole o f  th e  tim e (eleven  second s) o f  the p h oto
grap h  being tak en , and th a t I  looked a t  M rs. G uppy  
and child m ost p articu larly  when I  uncovered th e  cam era, 
and th e re  w as no person visible e xcep t M rs . G uppy and  
child.— F ro d k . A . H u dson .”

H e ro  th e  m a tte r  now  rests. I f  w e are  p erm itted  to  
be p resen t w hen su ch  photographs a re  tak en ; w o e x p e c t  
th a t w e shall th e n  be able to  give o u r  read ers a  clu e to  
th e  tak in g  o f  “ psych ic-force car/™  de v i s i l e for the  
p re se n t wo have exhau sted  ou r inform ation on  th e  sub
je c t .

I n  ou r last n u m b er we s ta ted  th a t w e had m ade a 
definite application to  M r G uppy for perm ission to  be

Cresen t w hen th e  so-called “  sp irit ph otographs ” wore 
eing tak en , and, fu rth er, th a t he would allow  us to  

op era te  and to  u se  ou r ow n cam era, ch em icals, and glass

Slates, w ith a view to  publishing th e  re su lt in this 
ou ru al. T o th ese inquiries we have received th e  follow

in g  very  definite r e p ly :—

“D ea r  S ib ,— I n  reply  to  th e  question p u t b y y o u , as  
soon ns y o u r health and yo u r tim e  and th e  w eath er p e r
m it, I  w ill arran ge fo r  you as follows :— Y o u  shall tak e  
yo u r own cam era and glass p lates, and y o u  shall s it  for  
a  spirit-photograph. I  can n ot an sw er fo r  you g e ttin g  
one— if  n o t a t  once, a f te r  a  tr ia l  o r  tw o. Y o u  shall 
dovelope i t  yoursnlf w ith y o u r ow n chem icals (th is  I  
tak e  on m e to  answ er M r. H u d so n  will allow , a t  m y r e 
qu est, in yo u r special case ).— Y o u rs , very  tru ly .

S a m e . G u p p y ."

This certa in ly  is  fair enough , and is all th a t  can  be 
m eanwhile expected . A s  soon as th e  various contin
gencies m entioned b y M r. G uppy p erm it w e shall avail 
ourselves o f  th e  perm ission g ran ted .— T h e  B ritish  
Jo u rn a l o f  Photography, M arch  2 8 th , 1872 .

S P I R I T  P H O T O G R A P H Y  I N  A M E R I C A .  

L e t t e r  pro m  M r . M u m l e r .

M r, J .  B urn s ,—

D e a r  S i b ,— I  am  in receip t o f  y o u r le tte r , dated Feb . 
2nd, w ith £ 1  enclosed and fou r p ictu res to  be copied, 
which shall be s tric tly  atten d ed  to  a t  the tim e specified. 
A s m any persons w rite to  mo desiring th e  likeness of 
som e p a rticu la r  spirit, i t  perhaps w ould be well fo r  mo 
to  say  to  you th a t  i t  is n o t in m y pow er to  give th e  like- 
noss o f  any  spirit, as  th e ir  com ing, o r  abstainin g from  
com ing, is  n o t su b ject to  m y w ill o r  volition, an d  is 
en tirely  beyond m y  co n tro l. I  sim ply a c t  as  a  medium  
for preparin g and developing th e  negative, and have n o t  
th e  slig h test know ledge if. I  have a  spirit-form  on  the  
p late  until I  see  i t  developed. This has been m y e x 
p erien ce  since I  have been tak in g  th ese p ictu res— now  
som e tw elve y ears— w ith tw o o r  th re e  exceptions, in  
which_caees th e  spirits havo been able so to  m aterialise  
them selves th a t  I  have seen th e ir  im age reflected  in  th e  
cam era. I n  m y  c ircu la r  I  have laid down ru les, d ictated  
b y  m y exp erien ce, by which persons have been th e  most 
su ccessfu l  in  ob tain ing a  likeness o f  th e  one d e s ire d ; 
b u t th is  is  n o t infallible, as  p arties w rite  to  m e th a t  
frien ds have app eared  on th e ir  p ictu res th a t  w ere  n o t  in  
th e ir  m ind, and w hom  th e y  had n o t  th o u g h t o f  for  
m onths. A g ain , I  o ften  fail to  g e t  a  sp irit-form , and  
a f te r  re p e a te d  tria ls , w hen p erseveran ce becom es ex 
h au sted , I  a m  obliged to  give i t  u p ;  b u t in  th is  case, o f  
co u rse , th e re  is  no ch arg e , a n d  th e  am ou n t paid is 
alw ays refunded.

T h ere  a re  m any law s th a t  g o v e rn  th is  phase o f  spirit, 
m anifestation th a t  I  do n o t p re ten d  to  u n d erstan d ; in
deed, I  u n derstand very  li ttle  a b o u t i t  scientifically,’ but 
T do know  th a t  sp irit-p h o to g ra p h y  is  a  truth  that 
d em on strates the.fa  c l o f  an  ex is ten ce  a f te r  pasBiug through 
th e  ch an ge called  death.

liu t th e  w orld says, W h a t  evidence havo we that 
sp irit-p h otograp h y is t r u e ?  I  an sw er, twelve years o f  
accum ulative evidence. I  have been in vestigated  by the best 
p h oto grap h ers in A m erica , a n d  h av e  th e ir  testim ony in 
my favour giv en  u n d er oath ; I  have b een  trie d  in n court 
o f  ju stice  and honorably  a c q u itte d ; an d  lastly , I  have the 
evidences o f  th ousan ds o f  people who h av e  had pictures 
tak en , and recogn ised  th e  likeness o f  th e ir  spirit-friends, 
m any o f  whom n ev er had a p ictu re  tak en  during life.

I t  h as been a  difficult ta sk  in d eed  f o r  m e to  face the 
abuse and sland er o f  th e  sce p tica l w o rld ; b u t being 
aw are o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  e v e ry  n e w  tr u th  h as  its  m artyrs, I  
acce p te d  th e  situ atio n , a n d  w as w illing to  abide th e  con
sequ ences, feeling and kn ow ing in  m y  ow n h eart that

“ Truth crushed to earth will rise.”

B u t  w hen th o se  who p rofessed  t o  believe in spirits’ re
tu rn  condem ned m o w ithout ca u se , b ran d ed  mo as a  
tr ick s te r , and pointed  a t  m e w ith  th e  fin g er o f scorn 
and con tem p t, th is  w as th e  “  u n k in d est c u t  o f  all,” and 
n early  cru sh ed  m o. T h e n  p o v e rty  cam e in— m y dear 
wife was sick , and w ith  tw o  sons, in  a  c ity  among 
stran g ers , I  found m y se lf  w ith o u t a  d o llar. I  asked for 
help from  on e who had abu n d an ce, b u t  w as refu sed ; but 
y e t  I  cou ld  n o t  see th e  lam p  th a t  h ad  b een  lighted ox- 
tinguished. I  could n o t h av e  th is  g r e a t  tru th , which 
cou ld  establish th e  f a c t  u n den iably  o f  a  fu tu re  existence, 
stam p ed  o u t. I t  w as fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  hum anity I  
lab oured, a n d  I  stru gg led  on. R e lie f  cam e a t  last, and 
I  have th e  satisfactio n  o f  kn ow ing th a t  I  have not 
stru g g led  in  v a in -r-th at I  have b een  a n  h u m b le instru
m en t in  th e  h an d s o f  th e  A lm ig h ty  t o  p lace  a  link in 
th e  g ro a t ch ain  o f  evidences t h a t  binds th e  tw o worlds 
to g eth er.

I n  com pliance w ith y o u r  re q u e st, I  send you a  fow 
specim ens o f  spirit-ph otograp hs ; a n d  as  th e  facts  con
n ected  w ith th e  ta k in g  o f  m an y o f  th e m  a r e  very  in te r  
estin g , I  w ill re la te  th em  to  y o u  in  d etail.

N o . 1 shows a  p ictu re  o f  M oses A . D ow  and bis 
ad op ted  d au g h ter M ab el W a rre n .

N o. 1 ‘ show s a  cop y  o f  a  p ic tu re  o f  M abel W arren  
tak en  w hen in earth -life , and kin d ly  furnished m e by 
M r. D ow  a fte r  h is pict.uro w as ta k e n , so th a t  th e  two 
m igh t be com pared.

M r. D ow  iB p ro p rie to r  au d  e d ito r  o f th e  Waverly 
M agazine, a  f irst-class w eek ly p ap er, and a  gentleman  
o f  w ealth  and p osition . H e  cam e t o  m y studio in my 
absen ce, a n d  m ad e a n  a p p o in tm en t w ith  m y  wife to  have 
a  s ittin g  for a  sp irit-p h oto grap h , givin g th e  nam e of 
W m . Joh n so n .

A t  th e  tim e  appointed h e  w as p re se n t, a n d  afte r  tak
in g  th re e  o r fo u r n eg ativ es, I  secu red  th e  above picture-

. -P erh ap s i t  w ould bo in te re stin g  fo r  y o u  to  re a d  ..what 
“ M r. J o n  nson ”  says ab o u t his p ic tu re  to  m e, in  a  letter  
d ated  B o sto n , J a n . 2 0 th , 1 8 7 1 . A s  i t  h as  n ev er been 
in p rin t, I  w ill g ive y o u  a  v erb atim  c o p y :—

j  “  M r . M um ler,— A fte r  I  p u t a  le t te r  in  th e  post-office 
o n  S a tu rd a y  la s t, I  called  an d  foun d a  p ack ag e from 
y o u , in  w h ich  w as enclosed  th e  p ro o f  o f  m y negative.

“  I t  is  p e r fe c t ly  satisfactory  a s  re g a rd s  a  likeness of 
m y frien d. Y o u  h a v e  p rov ed  y o u rse lf  su p erio r  in your 
a r t  as  a  p h o to g ra p h e r ; and i f  y o u  a r e  th e  firs t discoverer 
o f  sp irit-p ictu re  tak in g , y o u  d eserve to  b e  ran k ed  among 
th e  g r e a te s t  b en efacto rs o f  scien ce . T h e  pleasure 1 
derive from  th is  p ro o f p ositive o f  th e  tr u th  o f  Spiritual
ism , as  w ell as  th e  tru th fu ln ess  o f  th e  m anifestations 1  
have receiv ed  from  m y  friends, ,1  w ould  n o t  p a r t  with 
fo r  th ousan ds o f  dollars.

“  I  en clo se a  p ictu re  o f  m y frien d , w hich she s a t  for a 
w eek b efo re  she w as ta k e n  sick . S h e  n ev er saw  any
th in g  b u t th e  n egative. Sh e w as sick  j u s t  n in e days-
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“ She to ld  ( * ) a t  tw elve o ’c lo ck  la s t T h u rsd ay , th ro u g h  
• medium, th a t  she w ould s tan d  b y m y side w ith h er  
arm on m y shou ld er, an d  a  flower in h e r  hand. I f  you  
will look ov er m y  le fl shou ld er y o u  will see  fain tly  th e  
impress o f  h er han d, w ith a  flower ; b u t i t  needs a  m ag
nifying-glass to  see  i t  p erfectly . I  to ld  M rs. M um ler, 
when I  first called , if  I  w as satisfied  w ith th e  p ictu re  it  
would be a  ca rd  fo r  y o u ; I  th in k , b y show ing th e  tw o  
pictures, y o u  ca n  con v in ce a n y  sce p tic  o f  y o u r  skill.

“ I  will drop th e  nam e o f  Jo h n so n , and give you my 
tru e nam e. W ith  m u ch  esteem  M o s e s  A . D ow , E d ito r  
o f the W averlg M a ga zin e .

“ p .S ,— Y o u  will see  th e  ey e s  a re  p erfectly  c o r re c t—  
one was" d ressed  fo r  a  p ictu re , th e  o th e r  is  in h e r  inno
cent and n a tu ra l d ress.— D .”

N o. 2  is  M r . J o h n  J .  G lo v er, o f  Q u in cy , M a ss , and  
his spirit-m other.

N o. 2 *  is  a  co p y  from  a  p h oto grap h  o f  M . G lover’s 
m other, tak en  w hile in  th e  form , a n d  kin d ly  s e n t to  mo 
after his w as ta k e n , so th a t  th e y  m igh t b e  com p ared .

N o. 3  is  a  p ic tu re  o f  C ap t. M o n tg o m ery , o f  H o d g s- 
don’s M ills, M ain e , and his sp irit-d au g h ter. T h is g en 
tlem an cam e to  m e a  scep tic , b u t  on  rece iv in g  th is  p ic
ture his scep ticism  vanished, and he an d  his fam ily  aro  
now enjoying th a t  p eace  and com fort w h ich  o u r  b eau ti
ful philosophy im p arts .

N o . 4  show s a  p ic tu re  o f M rs . T inkham , o f  Low ell, 
M ass., an d  h e r  l i t t le  child , w h ich  is  fu lly  recognized . 
The p ecu liarity  o f  th is  p ictu re  is  in  show ing th o  pow er 
o f spirits in  m oving tangible objects, th e  littlo  sp irit-ch ild  
having a c tu a lly  raised  a  p o rtio n  o f  its  m o th er’s dress. 
The m other to ld  m e th a t  sh e  saw  h e r  d ress  rise , and was 
intending to  sm ooth  i t  dow n, b u t did n o t  have tim e  be
fore I  rem oved th e  clo th  from  th e  cam era.

N o. 5  is  a  p ic tu re  o f M rs . S av er, a  lad y  resid in g n ear  
Boston, and show s h e r  sp irit-h u sb an d  p lacin g  th e ir  
spirit-babe in h e r  arm s. T h is waB acco rd in g  to  a  
promise m ade b y  h e r  husband b efore  he p assed  to  sp irit-  
life, which w as so m e th re e  m on th s previous. I  p laced  
the lady in  th e  u su al position o f  p ersons s ittin g  fo r  a  
photograph, b u t w hile ad ju stin g  th e  focus, sh e  requested  
the privilege o f  ch an gin g  it , w h ich  I  read ily  gran ted . 
She th en  p la ced  h e r s e l f  in  th e  p osition  seen  in th o  pic
tu re, a n a  req u ested  m e n ta lly  th a t  h e r  hu sband would  
fulfil his prom ise, w h ich  he h as done to  h e r  e n tire  satis
faction, as  she an d  a ll h e r  fam ily fully reco gn ize  th e  p ic
ture.

N o . 6  is  a  p ic tu re  o f  M a s te r  H e rro d , o f  N . B rid g e -  
w ater, M ass., a n d  show s th re e  sp irits  s ta n d in g  behind  
him— A  E u ro p ean , a n  In d ian , a n a  a  negro.

W h en  th e  above p ic tu re  w as tak en , th o  yo u n g  m an, 
with his fa th e r , called  a n d  desired a  sittin g , n o t s ta tin g  
who o r w h at h e  desired  o r  ex p e cte d  to  have cq^ie on  
the p late . A f te r  developing th e  n eg ativ e , I  b ro u g h t i t  
into tho roo m . O n  looking a t  it , M r. H e rro d  exclaim ed, 
“ M r. M u m ler, th a t  is  th e  m oBt w onderful p ic tu re  you  
have ever ta k e n .”  I  ask ed  him  to  explain , “ W e ll ,” ho 
continued, “  M y  so n  has b een  con tro lled  a  few  m onths, 
and before com in g h e re  a  sp irit to ok  possession o f  him, 
and said i f  he w ould com e to  y o u r  stud io, th re e  spirits  
would show th em selv es, rep resen tin g  E u ro p e , A frica , 
wid A m erica  ; an d  th e re  th e y  a re ,”  h e  said  excited ly , “a  
E u ropean , a  N e g ro , a n d  a n  In d ian .”  Subsequently th e  
young m an ca lled  on  m e fo r  an o th er sitting , and re 
ceived on  th e  n eg ativ e  a n  eld erly  lad y  and gentlem an, 
which h e  d eclared  w as h is  g ran d fath er and m o th er, as  
had been prom ised. I t  th e n  o ccu rre d  to  m e to  ta k e  liis 
Picture w hile en tra n ce d , to  see  if  I  could g e t  th e  con
trolling pow er, a n d  to  th a t  end I  asked if  th e re  w ere  
an7  8p irit p resen t, t o  p lease  e n tra n ce  th e  m edium . In  
a  few m om ents h e  th re w  his head b ack , ap p aren tly  in a  
deep tra n ce . I  th e n  ad ju sted  th e  focus a n d  exp o sed  th e  
plate, a n d  to o k  th e  p ic tu re  a s  rep resen ted  in  N o . 7. 
■the sp irit h e re  is  u n doubtedly  “  his double,”  as i t  is 
recognized un m istakab ly  b y  h is fam ily  as  a  t r u e  likeness  
o t himself.

N o s. 8, 9 , and 1 0  a re  th ree  p ictu res tak en  o f  M rs. 
C on ant m edium  for th o  B a n n er  o f  L ig h t .  N o . 8 is 
th a t  o f h er spirit-broth er, Chas. H . C row ell, and fully  
recognized. N o. 9  is h er little  favou rite, “ Y a»h -ti  
th is  little  sp irit M rs . C on aut saw while sh e  w as being  
tak en , as h er very  position indicates.

placed h er in th e  usual position, facin g  n early  fron t. 
W hen I  w as ab o u t to  rem ove th e  cloth  to  exp o se th e  
plate, she s tarted , and tu rn in g  p artially  arou n d , with  
one hand exten ded , as  if  to  shake h an d s, exclaim ed,

W h y , h ere  is m y little  V ash -ti.” N o . 10  show s M rs.
C . surrounded with spirit-hands and flowers.

N o . 11  is a  p ictu re  o f  M r. L .  A . Bigelow , o f  B o sto n , a  
gentlem an o f  w ealth a n d  high social standing. This  
gen tlem an ¡ b  a  th orough Spiritualist, and has had private  
seances a t  his residence tw ice a  week for the last tw o  
y e a rs , th e  m edium  being M rs. S arah  A . F lo y d , a  lady in 
every sense o f  th e  w ord, m odest and retirin g , and one  
o f  tho finest m edium s wo have am on g us. M r. Bigelow  
has been in terested  som ew hat in  e lectricity , a n d  has 
received som e advice from  a  spirit, th ro u g h  M rs. Floyd , 
p u rp ortin g  to  b o F ran k lin . A t  a  seance a few weeks 
since, he asked th e  sp irit (p u rp o rtin g  to  be F ra n k lin ) if  
ho could n o t give him  (B ig elow ) som e evidence whereby  
he m igh t know  it  w as him. T he sp irit replied, th a t if  
ho (B ig elo w ) would go to  tho m edium  th a t  tak es  photo
graph s, ho (F ra n k lin ) would .show himself, bringing  
w ith him the k eg  by which ho drew elec tric ity  from  the  
clouds, as  a m ark  o f  id entity . M r Bigelow  s ta rte d  im 
m ediately, leaving tho medium  a t  his house, and called  
on m e for a  s ittin g  ; th o  enclosed p ictu re w as th e  resu lt 
o f  th e  first trial.

N o . 1 2  and last is M rs. Lincoln , and th e  spirits o f  
o u r  la te  lam ented P resid en t and son. This lad y  m ade  
a  v isit to  B o sto n  incog., for th e  exp ress purpose o f  
having th is  p ictu re  tak en , and on  h e r  arriv al cam e im 
m ediately to  m y studio. Sho w as closely veiled, so  
m uch so th a t i t  w as im possible to  te ll if  she w as black  
o r  w hite. Sh o gavo th e  nam e o f M rs T y n d a ll ; th o  pic
tu re  w as tak en  w ithout th e  slig h test suspicion on  m y  
p a rt as  to  who sho was. O n p rin tin g  th e  p ictu re , how
ev er, I  read ily  recognized  tho sp irit as  th a t  o f  o u r  la te  
P re sid e n t, and su sp ected  th a t  she w as his widow. I  
show ed th e  p ictu re , before she called , to  one o r  tw o

£orsons, who recognized as  readily as  I  did P resid en t  
lincoln. O ne gen tlem an recognized  h e r  as soon as he 

saw  tho p ictu re , having seen  h er often in W ash in g to n .
I  w as n o t p re se n t w hen M rs L .  called  fo r  tho pic

tu re s  ; m y wife delivered them . A  lady visitor asked  
M rs. L .  if  she recognized  tho p ictu res. Sho replied she 
did, w hen M rs . L .  ten d ered  h e r  one, w hen th o  lad y  ex 
claim ed, “ W h y , th is looks like P resid en t L in co ln ."  
“ Y e s .”  replied M rs. L . ,  “ i t  is him ; I  am  his widow.”

I  th in k  I  have given enough to  satisfy y o u  o f  th e  fact  
th a t  I  can  and do tak o  th o  likeness o f  th o se  who have  
“  passed on ,” th a t th e  golden g ates betw een th is  and  
th o  sp irit-w orld  aro  really  “  a j a r a n d  m ay wo n o t hope 
th a t  th e  tim e is n o t  fa r  d istan t w hen—

“  A l l  s o u l s  s h a l l  b o  
F r o m  d o u b t  m a d e  f r e e ,
A n d  d e a t h  i t s e l f  s h a l l  d i e . ”

— M o st resp ectfu lly , _  W .  H . M u m l e b .

1 7 0 , W . S p rin g fie ld  S treet, B oston, M a ss., U .S .A .  Feb . 
2 6 ,1 8 7 2 .

N E W  A G R I C U L T U R A L  C O M M U N I T Y , O N  
T H E  C O -O P E R A T I V E  P R I N C I P L E .

W e  ca ll a tten tio n  to  an ad v ertisem en t in o u r  ad v erti
sing colum ns, in referen ce  to  p arties in te re s te d  in  th e  
form ation  o f  an  A g ricu ltu ra l C om m unity, w e u n d erstan d  
th a t several influential gen tlem en a r e  in te re s tin g  th em 
selves in th is  m a tte r , i t  is  purposed to  ta k e  u p  a n  a rea  
o f  L a n d  u n d er th e  free selectio n  clau se  o f  th o  L a n d  A c t,  
sufficient to  settle  ab o u t one h u n d red  fam ilies, and as  
th e  schem e develops itse lf  to  add m a n u fa ctu re s , i t  is 
intended as  a  p ra ctica l solu tion  o f  th e  social in
equalities existin g  u n d er th e  p re se n t com petitive
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E M A N U E L  S W E D E N B O R G — T H E  R E L A T IO N S

O F  H I S  T E A C H I N G S  T O  S P IR I T U A L I S M .

BY HUDSON TDTTLE.

F ro m  the  “ R eligio-P hilosophical Jo u rn a l."

Spiritu alism  has been rep eated ly  charged  with being  
a  pnnBO o f  fSwcdcnborgism. T o m eet th is  cnargp by  
givin g th e  saliout points o f  his doctrines, in com parison  
w ith th e  form er, is  o u r  p resen t ob ject. Tho believors 
in h is  doctrines, th e  m em bers o f th e  N ew  C hu rch , re 
pu diate Spiritualism  w ith a  vehem ence equaled only by  
th e  m ost bigoted O rth odox.

W h ile  th e y  a re  fully persuaded th a t  Sw edenborg  
lived in daily co n v erse  w ith spirits, th e y  a r e  equally well 
convinced o f  its  being denied to  com m on m en. T hey  
re g a rd  him as  exceptional. H e  w as n o t a  seer  th rough , 
an d  by m eans o f  certain  law s o f  seersh ip , applicable to  
a ll m ankind, b u t by d irect interposition o f  God. T h a t  
oth ers claim  tho g ift held by th e  Sw cdenborgian to  
belong to  his m aster alone, is p ro o f o f  th e ir  being im 
p o sters . Ilo n co , from  th a t  N ew  C hu rch  which, from  
th o  sim ilarity  o f  its beliefs, would liavo been presupposed  
t o  bo m ost favorable to  th e  actu alization  o f spirit-com 
m union, has com e th e  m ost ferven t h ostility , for 
Spiritualism  disperses th e  g ift o f  Sw endenborg am ong  
all m en, and d estro y s his value as  a n  a u th o rita tiv e  te s t. 
A lth ou gh  th e y  m ay discard  m any o f  his fundam ental 
doctrines, his life and teach in gs possoss deep in te re s t to  
Spiritualists. H e  becom es to  th em  a  rem arkab le m edium , 
whose w orks a r c  o f  valu e and significance in th e  ratio  
h e  has understood a n d  in te rp re te d  co rre c tly  th e  ideas 
received from  th e  S p irit W orld .

E m an u el Sw edenborg w as b o rn  in th e  y e a r  1GS8, o r  
nearly I wo hundred y ears  ago , a t  Stockholm  th e  cap ital 
o f  Sweden. I lia  fatlior was a  p relate , em in en t fo r  his

(r a d ic a l  goodness, and sou g h t n o t to  bias th o  m ind o f  
is son b y th o  dogm as o f  th e  L u th e ra n  faith . Y e t  his 

mind had a stron g  love o f  theological speculation , and  
th ere  seem s to  have been a n  h ered itary  ten d en cy  to  a  
faith  in tho su p ern atu ral. B orn  in to  a  hap py hom e,—  
early  enjoying th e  advantages o f  refined life, h e  was 
shielded from  th e  rough co u ta ct o f  tho world, an d  laid  
th e  foundation o f  th e  harm onious ch a ra cte r  essen tial to  
g r e a t  recep tiv ity , l l i s  ch a ra cte r  from  y o u th  to  m an
hood was irreproachable, and a t  sch ool ho w as rem ark a
ble for his diligence a n d  ap titu d e. H e  stud ied  with  
reference to  his chosen profession o f  m echanician and  
engineor, a t  U p sala , a n d  delighted in m athem atics and  
gen eral physics. H e  w as also well acqu ainted  w ith the  
classics a n d  lite ra tu re  o f  his age . H o even a ttem p ted  
to  w rite p o etry , though confessedly w ith p o or success. 
I n  prose a t  tim es ono o f  th e  m ost diffuse and ted iou s  
w riters, his attem p tin g  p o etry  is th o  m o re  anom alous. 
H is versatility  w as g re a t. H o issued in conn ection  w ith  
his poom s, w orks on  scien ce and m ath em atics. A t  th e  
ag e  o f  tw enty-eigh t, h o w as appointed A ssessor o f  th e  
B o ard  o f  M inos, a  d ep artm en t having in sp ection  over 
th e  m ines and m etalic  works o f  th o  kingdom  o f  Sw eden; 
and soon a f te r  his fam ily w as enobled and he to ok  his 
sea t w ith th o  nobles o f  th e  E q u o stiad  O rd er in  th e  
T riennial assem blies o f  th e  S ta tes . H e  also published  
a n  “  A lg eb ra ,” “ A  N ow  M eth od o f F in d in g  th e  L o n g ti-  
tu d e, e tc ,”  “  A Prop osal for F ix in g  th o  V alu e  o f  Coins 
and D eterm in in g  th o  M easu res o f  Sweden, so ns to  
S u pp ress F ra c tio n s ,”  “  A  T reatise  on  th e  M o tio n  and  
P osition  o f  th o  E a r th  nfld P lan ets ,”  “A rgu m en ts D erived  
from  th e  V ariou s A p pearances in  th o  N o rth  o f  E u ro p e  
in fav o r o f  th o  D ep th  o f  th o  W a te r s  and G re a te r  Tides  
o f  th o  S ea  in th e  A n cie n t W o rld ,”  an d  “ on  D o ck s, and  
Sluices an d  S a lt-W o rk s.”  T hose w ore rapid ly followed  
by works^-on m ech anics and physics. H e  evinced a  
tire less  in d u stry , clo se  th o u g h t, an d  a  b ro ad  and com 
prehen sive grasp  o f  m ind. H e  su gg ests rem ed ies for  
sm ok y chunnoys, and n e x t  en gages in p lan s to  reform  
the n atio n al cu rren cy . H e  w as exceedin gly p ra ctica l in 
his views an d  wished to  h av e  a h  tru th s  m ade d irectly  
available. A t  th e  a g e  of forty-one, he w as e le c te d ! 
member o f  th e  R o y al A cad em y o f S ien ces  at Stockholm, 
and becam e one o f its m ost efficient m em bers. A t  the 
age o f  forty-five, he published his “ Principia” in three

la rg e  volum es, w herein ho ob tain od m any o f  tho conclu
sions dem on strated  b y  m o d e m  scien ce . T h e  means of 
acqu iring tr u e  philosophy, ho says, a re  threefold, a  
know ledge o f  facte , th e ir  o rd erly  arrangem ents, and 
reason.

H e  n e x t v en tu red  on  a  th eo lo g ica l w ork, valuable as 
an index o f his th o u g h ts  p reviou s to  his illumination.
“ T he Philosophy o f  th o  In fin ito  and th e  Intercourse  
B etw een  th e  Soul and B o d y ,”  w h erein  h o attem p ts by 
reaso n  to  p ro v e  th o  e x is te n ce  o f  G o d , and tho immor
ta lity  o f  th e  soul. T h is w as so o n  follow ed in 1741, by 
“ T h e  E co n o m y  o f  th e  A n im al K in gd om ,”  and in 174-4-5 
b y “ T he A n im al K in gd om ,” exh au stive  treatises on tho 
an atom y and p h ysiology o f  m an . W h ile  ho foreshadowed 
in th is  g re a t w ork  m an y  o f  th o  discoveries o f modern 
tim es, he is often  led a s tra y  b y  fanciful correspondences. 
Tho la t te r  w ork  w as n o t  co m p leted . H o  beentno illu- 
m inuted and discon tin ued h is lab ors as  a  scien tist, for the 
recep tio n  o f  tru th  in  a n  e n tra n ce d  s ta te . H is  last work 
as  a  n atu ra l w riter  w as a  series  o f  essays “ On the 
W o rsh ip  and L o v o  o f  G od .”  I t  w as a  b rid ge sent out 
from  th o  scientific side, to  span th o  chasm  between 
m a tte r  an d  sp irit. H e n ce fo rth  h o b ecam e th o  mouth
p iece  o f  a  h ig h er p o w er. T h e  l i t t le  s tream s o f  meta
physics and th eolo gy  so o u t  o f  p la ce  in  his scientific 
w ritin gs u n ite  in to  a  v ast riv er , to  th o  exclusion of 
everyth in g  else . H is  stylo ch an ges. H is  philosophical 
w ritings a re  often  highly  w rou gh t, o rn a te , w ith classical 
allusions, and strik in g  illu stra tio n s, c le a r  an d  expressive, 
th ou g h  often  stilted , a n d  su p ercilliou s. H is  thoological 
w ork s, b y w h ich  ho is  g en era lly  know n, h av e  earned for 
him  th e  ti tle  o f  th e  d ry o st o f  kn ow n w riters .

Tho fo rm er liavo no d ire c t re la tio n  w ith ou r subject, 
e x c e p t as  th e y  rev eal to  us th e  p erfectio n  o f  his mind 
fo r  his illum in ation . H o  b ecam e rem ark ab ly  suscepti
b le  to  spirit-in flu ence a n d  th e  r e su lt  w as g re a t beyond 
expression , b ecau se  h e  h ad f o r  h is  e n tire  life earnestly 
p rep ared  him self fo r  h is  w ork . H is  illum ination came 
in  his fifty -sixth  y e a r , and so firm ly did ho beliovo him
se lf reserv ed  fo r  th is  m ission th a t  h e  re fe rre d  his previous 
d istaste  fo r  th eo lo g ica l read in g  w as cau sed  by bis 
gu ides, th a t  h e  m ig h t n o t  be preju diced , nevertheless, ho 
en terta in ed  s tro n g  b elief in  tlie' B ib le , regard in g  i t  as 
“ th e  so u rce  w henco a ll th e o lo g y  m u st bo derived,” and 
h is unquestioning faith  in  th is  book becom es tho foun
dation o f th e  e n tire  su p e rs tru c tu re  o f  his doctrinos. I t  
co lo rs  h is  firs t vision , and n e v e r  fo rsak es  him . A t  his 
illum ination h is m ind u n d erw en t a n  e n tire  change. All 
th o  w ork s he afterw árd s w roto  w ere  o f  a  theological 
ch a ra cte r , an d  so w idely d ifferen t w ere th ey , ho scarcely  
e v er alludes to  h is  fo rm e r w ritin g s. T h e  translation  
w as n o t w holly ab ru p t, th e  in tru sio n  o f  spiritual in
fluen ces in h is s tu d ies  an d  w ritin g s  c a n  bo observed for 
som e tim e  previous to  h is  b ein g  m ad e aw are o f  such 
assistan ce . H e  re co rd s  in  h is  d iary  h is  recognition  of 
such gu idan ce a fte r  he had learn ed  to  u n d erstan d  its 
significance.

“  H o w  difficult i t  is  fo r  m an  to  be p ersu ad ed  th a t ho 
is  ru led  b y  m ean s o f  sp irits. B e fo re  m y  m ind was 
op ened so th a t  I  cou ld  sp eak  w ith  sp irits , and th u s bo 
porsuaded b y  liv in g  exp erien ce , m u ch  o f  su ch  ovidenco 
w as p resen ted  to  m e d u rin g  m an y  p reviou s years, and 
n o w  I  w onder th a t  I  did n o t  th e n  b ecom e convinced of  
th e  L o r d ’s ru lin g  b y  m ean s o f  sp irits. T h ese  evidences 
w ore n o t on ly  d ream s fo r  som e y e a rs  in form ing mo con
cern in g  th o se  th in g s w h ich  I  w as w ritin g , b u t also 
chan ges o f  s ta te  w hile I  w as w ritin g , a n d  'a  certain  ox-- 
tra o rd in a ry  lig h t on  w h a t w as w ritte n . A fterw ard s I  
also  h ad  m an y  visions w hile m y  eyes w e re  closed ; a  
lig h t w as m iracu lou sly  g iv e n ; an d  m an y  tim es spirit* 
w e re  sensib ly perceived , as  m an ifestly  to  th e  sense a* 
bodily se n sa tio n s : afterw ard s I  h ad  m anifestations in 
various^ w ays from  evil sp irits, in  te m p ta tio n s , whilst I  
w as w ritin g  su ch  th in g s as  evil sp irits  w ere  averse  to , so 
th a t  I  w as b ese t a lm o st t o  h o r r o r ;  fiery ligh ts wero 
s e e n ; ta lk in g  w as h eard  in  th e  m o rn in g  tim e , besides 
nm ny o th e r  th in g s ; u n til a t  la s t  w hen a  ce rta in  spirit
add ressed  m e in  a  few  w ord s, I  w o n d ered  • g re a tly  that 
h e  sh ou ld  p erce iv e  m y th o u g h ts , a n d  afterw ards  
w ondered  exceed in gly  th a t  th e  w a y  w as o p en  so th a t 1  
cou ld  con v erse w ith  sp irits, a n d  th e n  th e  spirits 
w ondered  th a t  I  should b e  so surprised . *  *  *  I



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 281

have a t  ono tim e p erceived , so m e m on th s a f te r  beginning  
to speak w ith sp irits, th a t  i f  I  should be le t  back into  
mv form er s ta te , I  m ig h t lap se  in to  th e  opinion th a t  
these things w ere fan tasies .”

His laat philosophical w o rk s in d ica te  th e  daw n o f  his 
spiritual power. I n  th a t  p o rtion  o f  his “ A n im al K in g 
dom ” left in M S S . he s a y s : “A cco rd in g  to  adm onition  
heard,”  e tc ., a n d  ag ain  th a t  h e  is “ com m anded ”  to

"  His doctrine o f  u n iversal corresp o n d en cy, a n  in ner  
world o r  life, o f  w h ich  th e  invisible w orld is th e  sym bol; 
the cxistenco o f  a  p o ten cy , o r  re a lity , o f  w hich i t  w as th e  
corresponding exp ression , w as a  p re p a ra to ry  s tep  to  th e  
spiritual un foldm cnt o f  th e  se e r . H is  w ork s u p  to  his 
spiritual ch an ge ap p e a r to  h av e  been w ritte n  w ith  
rcfercnco to  his un foldm ont, a lth o u g h  h e , him self, w as  
ignorant o f  th e  p ro cess. “ I  n ev er th o u g h t,”  said  he, 
“ I  should have com o in to  th e  sp iritu al s ta te  in w hich I  
am, but th e  L o rd  had p re p a re d  m o fo r  it , in  o rd e r  to  r e 
veal the spiritual sen se o f  th e  w ord, w hich h e  h ad p ro 
mised in th e  p ro p h ets  a n d  B ev elatio n s. ”  A s  he describes  
his illum ination, a  m is ty  d ark n ess cam e o v er him , su c
ceeded by ligh t, and h e  saw  a  sp ir it who said to  him  ; “ I  
am God, th e  L o rd , th e  C re a te r  a n d  E e d e e m e r  o f  th e  
world. I  have ch o sen  th e e  to  un fo ld  to  m en  th e  sp iritu al 
sense o f  th e  H o ly  S cr ip tu re . I  w ill d ic ta te  to  th e e  
what th ou  s h a lt w rite .”  H e n ce fo rth  he renou nced  
worldly wisdom  an d  w h olly  re lie d  o n  sp iritu al aid . H e  
continues: “ T h e re a fte r  th e  L o r d  daily  op ened th e  eyes  
of my sp irit, to  se e  in  p e r f e c t  w ak efu lness w h at was 
going on in th e  o th e r  w orld , an d  to  con v erse, broad  
awake w ith an g els a n d  sp irits .” M ed ia  a t  first aro  
usually thus in fatu ated . T h e y  a re  dazzled b y  th o  blaze  
of spiritual ligh t, and seein g  th em selves excep tio n al aro  
prone to  a tta ch  u n d u e im p o rtan ce  to  th e ir  pow ers, and  
entertain exa lted  n o tio n s o f  th e ir  p ecu liar  m issions.”

Swedenborg did n o t  escap e th o  influence o f  his 
prejudice. T h e  sp ir it d eclares h im self to  be G od , and  
his object to  em ploy th e  seer  as  a n  in stru m e n t in  tho  
correct in te rp re ta tio n  o f  h is w ord . S w eden borg was 
mistaken, j u s t  as  m edia a r e  n o w  m istak en  w hen spirits  
sign well-known n am es to  th e  m o st pourile com m unica
tions. H e received  th e  B ib le  as  th e  fou n d ation  o f  faith . 
An in terp retatio n  by sp irits  w ould bo o f  no v a lu e .' If-  
God w rote  th e  B ib le  he alon e c a n  in te rp re t it . T hese  
prejudices colo r a ll th e  d o ctrin al w ritin gs o f  Sw edon- 
borg. M an y m odern  m edia believe tliom selves recip ien ts  
of the D ivine favor in  th e  sam e m an n er, and from  th e  
fcninc cause. T h e y  do n o t va lu e  com m u nications from  
spirits;  th e y  do n o t re co g n iz e  o th e r  a u th o rity  th a n  tho  
Divine Pow er.

The sta tem en t th a t  G o d  o r  his in carn atio n  com m uni
cated witli Sw eden borg, is  n o t w o rth y  o f  a  m o m en t’s 
notice. I t  is  sim ply im possible, and w e a ro  lo ft to  
inquire, w ith w hom  (fid ho hold in te rco u rse  ?  A n d  th o  
answer is w ith sp iritu al beings, in  th e  sam e m an n er as  
modern m edia. H is  d o ctrin e  o f  corresp o n d en cy  applied  
to the B ible evolved a  sp iritu al sen se which th ro w  on  
th at volum o a n  en tire ly  now  ligh t. H e  received  i t  ns a  
divine revelation , and w ith th e  u n fo ld m cn t o f  his 
spiritual pow ers, ho learn ed  H eb rew  th a t  he m ig h t rend  
the Old T e sta m e n t in  th e  original. H e  carefu lly  so t to  
work p rep arin g  a  co m m en tary  developing th e  universality  
o f his ideas in  re la tio n  th e re to . H is  A rca n a  Otcleitia 
published in  e ig h t 4  to . volum es, b arely  covered  tho  
ground o f  th e  firs t tw o  books o f  th e  O ld T estam en t. 
Ho claims th a t  h e  is  d ire c tly  in sp ired  b y G od to  w rite, 
and tak es fo r  g ra n te d  th e  B ib le  as  his un changeable  
word, th e  sp iritu al sen se o f  w hich i t  is  his m ission to  
teach. H is  m ethod is  cu rio u s a n d  in terestin g , b u t 
applies to  a ll books a s  w ell as  th e  B ib le , and a  ra re  
spiritual sense m ay  b y  i t ,  b e  w ru n g  ev en  from  a  spelling  
book o r diction ary . T h e  corresp o n d en ce has fixed law s, 
and develops itse lf  a f te r  th e ir  ord er, and th e  sam e  
throughout th e  e n tire  B ib le . H av in g  acq u ired  its  
elem ents, i t  is  ea sy  to  m ak e  i ts  app lication . F r e o  as  
Swedenborg con sid ers h im self t o  b e , he w as really  
tnoroughly em bued w ith  L u th eran ism . H e  accep ted  
the B ible as  o f  in fallible a u th o rity , and lik e  countless  
others, saw  in  i ts  in te rp re ta tio n  th e  so u rce  o f  e rro r . I f  
j t  w ere possible t o  g e t a  p e rfe c t in terp re ta tio n , th e re  would 
be nothing m o re  t o  b e  desired . H e  considered th a t ho

h ad received d ire c t from  th e  A lm ig h ty  th e  key to  
a ll B iblical m ystery . B e n e a th  th e  word' w as a  
sp iritu al significance, and th is he develops p aragrap h  
b y p arag rap h . I t  was a pleasing d ream , and he  
indofatigably developed it  th rou gh  volum e a f te r  volum e, 
o f th e  m ost d reary  prose, for w ith his illum ination his 
s ty le  chan ges fo r  th o  w orst, and ho appears to  have lo st  
all desire to  m ake his p ag es in teresting .

I t  is  w h at m ay bo called  tho u n d e rcu rre n t o f th e  
A bca k a ,  w herein he re la te s  his spiritual exp erien ces, 
th a t  are  o f  p resen t in terest. H o  claim s to  have fre 
q u ently  visited th e  spirit-w orld, and describes, in lively  
colors, th e  beau ties of its  scen es, y e t, h o  d o cs n o t 
recom izo^ th e  actio n  o f  u n changing law s. E v ery th in g  
w ith him  is a rb itrary , and dep en d an t on  th o  whim  
o f  th e  A lm ighty . H e  teach es  an  a rb itra ry  ju d gem en t 
day in th e  sp iritu al realm , a  hell a n d  a  heaven, and an 
in term ed iate spirit-w orld answ ering to  p u rg a to ry . H e  
p ictu res  th e  ju d gm en t-d ay in terrific  colors. D am nation  
is a  necessity, w h ere civil rifles can  abolish th e  peniten
tia ry  and gallow s, God, possibly, m ay abolish hell, his 
p en iten tiary . T h e  punish m en t o f  th e  u n hap py is n o t  
from  couscien co . I t  com es from  th e  fo rce  n ecessary  
fo r  th e ir  restra in t. M a n  has free-w ill, is a  free agen t 
to  rise  o r  fall. H e  a cce p ts  th o  trin ity  and in carnation , 
iu  sh o rt, so fa r  as  theological views a ro  co n cern ed , he is 
stren u o u sly  orth od o x, b u t claim s tho r ig h t o f  a  superior  
in terp re ta tio n .

A s  th e re  is n o t th o  le a st evidence th a t such intepretn- 
tio n  is co rre c t , as  h istory  and scientific research  conclu
sively prove th e  B ible to  have no g re a te r  claim s than  
an y  o th e r book, restin g  on  i ts  tru th  and n othing else, 
fo r  i ts  accep tan ce  ; th o  en tire  system  is a  baseless dream . 
I n  th is  w ide doctrinal field, Spiritualism  and Sw cden- 
borgism  a r c  vitally  different

Sw edenborg was a  m edium , b u t th e  fa c t does n o t  
evidenco th e  infallibility o f  tho com m unications ho r e 
ceived. H o  had p repared  his m ind for th e  recep tio n  o f  
a  high o rd e r  of com m unications, b y  y ears  o f  a rd en t  
stud y, and ho is p articu larly  in terestin g  as  an exam ple  
o f  m odiumship, un ited  with high scholarship . H e  w as  
clairvoy an t, as  is proved by his seeing th e  fire in 
Stockholm , w hon th re e  hundred miioB distan t, and its  
e x a c t  e x t e n t ; learn in g from  a  sp irit tho Ideality o f  a  lost 
tre a su re  ;  h is  repeating, by h er req u est, th e  la s t words 
spoken b y h er b ro th er w hen th ey  p arted , to  th e  Queen  
o f  Sw eden, and variou s c o r re c t  prop hecies ho m ade. l i e  
hold a lm o st, daily  con v ersation s' w ith dep arted  spirits, 
a n d  arriv ed  a t  a  n early  c o r re c t  idoa o f  th e ir  condition, 
a n d  o f.th e  sp irit w orld. T h e  essential p o rtion s o f  th e  
com m u nications th u s  m ade to  him , do n o t differ from  
th o se  m ade th ro u gh  m edia a t  p re se n t. T he reality  o f  
th o  spirit-w orld , th e  re ten tio n  of all-affections, loves and  
em otions a f te r  death , th e  m ethods o f  en joym en t and 
m isory, a re  tru th fu lly  presented , and herein , he is in 
harm ony w ith m odern Spiritualism .

'bessdbe of space com pels us to  hold over absl raets  
o f M r. T y en n an ’s L e c tu re s , and o th er m a tlo r  fill an o th er  
isbue.

B e s i d e s  th is e a r th , and besides th e  ra ce  o f  mon, th ere  
is an  invisible w orld and a  kingdom o f  spirits. Tho  
world is aroun d us, for it is e v ery w h ere ; and th ose  
spirits w atch us, fo r  th e y  a rc  com m issioned to  g u ard  u s ; 
and if  wo a ro  dying u n d er pain and sham e, if  scorn  
sm ote us on all si’des and h atred  crushed us, an g els sco  
ou r to rtu re s , reco gn ize  o u r  innocence ( i f  in nocen t wo 
b o ), and G o d  w aits only th e  separation ol sp irit from  
flesh to  crow n us with a  full rew ard . W h y , th en , should  
wo ever sink overwhelm ed w ith d istress  whon life is so 
soon over, and death is  so certain  an  en tra n ce  to  happi
ness— to  g lo ry  ? — C harlotte B ro nte.

A e t b b  death , th e  soul con tin u cth  in th e  a eria l body  
till  i t  is en tirely  pu rged from  all a n g ry  and voluptuous  
passion s; th en  doth i t  p u t oil', by a  seco n d  death , tho  
aerial body as  i t  did th e  te r r e s t ia l ;  w h erefore tho  
an cien ts say , th e re  is a n o th er heavenly body alw ays  
jo ined w ith th e  soul, which is  im m ortal, lum inous and  
star-like.— J r u t o t le .
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