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O p  tho variou s c ritic ism s o n  th e  tlio  R e p o rt o f  tlio  

London D ialectical S o cie ty  on  S p iritu alism , th a t have  

come un der o u r  n o tice , n o t  o n e  h as com p reh en d ed  th e  

whole o f th o  r e p o r t , b u t  sim p ly  arg u e d  upon th o se  se c ­

tions o f th o  evid en ce w h ich  ap p eared  to  th o  C ritic  m ost  

vulnerable. A ll h av e  w ith o u t e x ce p tio n , ig n ored  tho  

m anifestation o f  in tellig en ce , and confined th em selv es to  

the physical p h enom en a. T h eo ries  a d  libitum  m ay  

be found to  a c co u n t fo r  th o  m o st strik in g  o f  th ese , but 

for the m an ifestatio n  o f  in tellig en ce , and th a t  in telligen ce  

totally a p a rt from , and in deed opposed to , th e  id eas in 

the minds o f  th o  c ircle  (a s  ap p ears in th e  re p o rt o f  sub­

com m ittee N o . 2 .  a  p o rtio n  o f  w hich w e publish in 

another colum n) n o reason ab le theory  oven can  be 

suggested e x c e p t th e  sp iritu a list one. O f  cou rse  th e  

opponents o f  sp iritu alism  will say  a s  th e y  u su ally  do 

when all reasonable a rg u m en ts  fail, w e don’t  believe i t  ! 

T hat is, th a t  th e y  w ould  r a th e r  believe th a t  a  n u m b er o f  

respectable p erson s w ould con sp ire  to g e th e r  to  con­

coct an  u n tru th fu l r e p o r t  w ith th e  sole  ob ject and desire  

o f deceiving n o t  on ly  th e  learn ed  asso ciatio n  to  which  

they belonged b u t  th e  w h ole B ritish  public. Ju d g in g  

o f i t  in th e  lig h t o f  p rob ab ility  a lo n e, is  n o t th is la tte r  

conclusion th e  m o st im prob able o f  th e  tw o ?  is  i t  to  bo 

bolieved th a t  n in e  p erso n s holding resp ectab le  posi­

tions in so ciety , h av in g re p u ta tio n s  for H o n esty  and  

truthfuln ess, cou ld  o r  w ould w ith o u t th e  slig h test pros- 

I  poet o f  benefit o f  an y  kind accru o in g  from  it , m utually  

1  agrce to  palm  off a  baseless fiction  up on th e ir  fellow s as  

rep ort o f  a c tu a l fa c ts  com ing u n d er th e ir  observation. 

^ T h o  cred u lity  o f  th o se  w ho could believe th is  outdoes

th a t  o f  th o  m ost cred u lo u s sp iritu alist. I t  will bo soon  

by th o se  who read  th e  re p o rt carefu lly , th a t th e  lan­

g u ag e  o f  i t  is c le a r , concise, and im partial in ton e, being  

sim ply a  com prehensive s ta te m e n t o f  facts  which cam e  

u n d erth eir  observation in th e  co u rse  o f  th eir exp erim en ts  

as an  in vestigatin g com m ittee, and bears th o  im press o f  

T ru th  upon th e  face o f  it . A  g re a t c a rd  in th e  hands  

o f  th o  opponents o f  spiritualism  is , th a t  D r  Ed m unds  

th e  ch airm an  o f  th e  g en eral com m ittee dissents from  th e  

re p o rt , b u t th ey  fail to  inform  th e ir  read ers  th a t  D r. 

E d m u n d s on ly  a tte n d e d  five seances  and did n o t s it o u t  

all o f  th em . I n  th e  re p o rt  o f  sub-com m ittee N o. 1 . wo 

find th e  fo llo w in g :— “ O f th e  m em bers o f  y o u r Sub-com ­

m ittee  ab o u t fo u r- fi fth s  en tered  upon th e  in vestigation  

w holly scep tical as  to  th e  re a lity  o f  th e  alleged phenom - 

n a , firm ly believing th em  to  bo th e  resu lt e ith e r  o f im ­

p o stu re  o r o f  delusion  o r  o f  involuntary m uscular action. 

I t  w as only by irresistib le  evidence, u n d er conditions  

th a t  preclud ed th e  possibility o f  e ith er o f  theso solutions, 

and a f te r  tr ia l  and te s t  m an y tim es rep eated , th a t th e  

m ost scep tical o f  y o u r  su b -com m ittee w ere slow ly and  

re lu c ta n tly  convinced th a t  tho ph enom ena exhibited in 

th e  cou rse  o f  th e ir  p ro tra c te d  inquiry w ere veritable  

facts .”  F ro m  which wo m ay in fer th a t h ad  th is  

com m ittee le f t off a t  th e  sam e s ta g e  as D r. Ed m u nd s  

th ey  to o  would have been unconvinced. T h e  fa c t  is, i t  

tak es  a  v ast am oun t o f  evidence to  convince scientific  

m en in th ese  m aterialistic  tim es, o f  an y th in g  th a t is 

opposed t o  th e ir  pre-concoived prejudices o r  ideas, and  

th o  com m ittee w ere by th e ir  ow n s ta te m e n t reluctantly  

fo r c e d  into a conviction  o f  th o  facts  we have been fam iliar 

w ith for years. T he high p rice  o f  th e  p re se n t edition o f  

th e  re p o rt is a  b ar to  its  exten sive  circu lation  b u t w e  

t r u s t  th a t  sufficient in d u cem en t will offer to  en su re th e  

publication o f  a  second edition a t  a  m ore p o p u lar p rice . 

M eantim e w e w ould advise all th ose who have copieB o f  

th e  rep o rt, to  c ircu la te  th em  as  w idely as possible, and  

ca ll p articu lar  a tten tio n  to  th o  m an y  im p o rtan t facts , 

dem on strated  by th o  variou s sub -com m ittees.
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COMMUNICATION.

A ll life in Gcjfl, G od in tlie  to ta lity  o f  life which fills 
th e  U n iverse. T h u s every  living being, anim al o r  plant,

im rtakes o f  th exd iyin e essen ce. W h e n  G od form s o r  
ashions, he does n o t c o n s tru c t organism s o u t o f  m aterial 

as  m an co n stru cts  a  m ach ine ; but, dw elling as  a vital 
force in m atter , he impels m a tte r  to  organ ise itself  into 
s tru ctu re s , as  a  seed is impelled by th e  life w ithin to  grow  
in to  a p lan t. U n iversal m atter , alive w ith universal life 
is  th e  seedling o f  universal creation  ; and form s and 
fashions o f  m atter  arise  o u t o f  th is self-existen ce by  
necessities, n o t by plan o r design. U n iversal m atter, 
endow ed w ith universal life, is God, soul and body ; and 
th is  e tern al sp irit being essen tialy active, m u st c re a te , 
am i a t  th e  sam e tim e being essentialy good and perfect, 
m u st a c t in th e  b e st m anner ; th erefore, w h atever in, is 
o f  n ecessity  ; and w h atever is , is  right. K n ow in g God, 
is  th e  highest o f  all kn ow ledge; and n atu re  in stru cts  all 
who freelyand w ithout prejudice seek for th a t knowledge. 
Ph ysical scien ce and m oral philosophy can n o t be 
sep arated  ; and grave e rro rs  have been th e  resu lt o f  
try in g  to  sep era tc  w h at is inseparable ; ou r physical 
s tru c tu re  is th e  basis o f  ou r whole n atu re , m orai and  
spiritual ; and th e  stu d y o f  th e  physical n a tu re  is th e  
basis o f  m orality ; for th e  con d u ct cannot be righ t if  in 
con trad ictio n  to  physical o r  n a tu ra l law s. Religious 
m orality is so dem onstrably co n trary  to  ph ysical and  
physiological necessities, th a t i t  m ust e r r , and m u st be 
co rrected  by a  knowledge o f  th e  m ore n a tu ra l s tu d ie s ; 
everyth in g in G o d 's n atu re  m u st harm onise and consist 
to geth er, and the p resen t m etaphysical theologies m ust 
Buccum b under th e  ligh t o f  progressive physical 
science.

Social conditions h av e  to  bo to ta lly  a lte re d  into  
accord ance with the n atu ral necessities ; a n d  a  revolu­
tion is th reaten in g , which shall breed trou b les in p ro ­
portion  to  th e  e rro rs  which have to  be rectified. I f  
th erefore our philosophy ten d s to  c re a te  social d istu r­
bance, th e  blam e lies with th e  evils i t  has to  rem edy  
and n o t with th e  philosophy itse lf ; for th e  day is fast 
approaching when th ey  ca n  no lo n ger bo to lerated  : and, 
away with them ;  down with them  shall be ou r c ry — G ood  
night.

,  U . V .
A pril 5 th  1872 .
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T I I E  L E G E N D  B E A U T I F U L .

BY HENRY W. LONGFELLOW.

“ H a d s t  t l i o u  s t a y e d ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  l i e d  P  
T h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e  v i s i o n  s a i d .

I n  h i s  c h a m b e r  a l l  a l o n e ,
K n e e l i n g  o n  t h e  f lo o r  o f  s t o n e ,
P r a y e d  t h e  M o n k  i n  d e e p  c o n t r i t i o n  
F o r  h i s  s i n s  o f  i n d e c i s i o n ,
P r a y e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  s e l f - d e n i a l ,
I n  t e m p t a t i o n  a n d  i n  t r i a l ;
I t  w a s  n o o n d a y  b y  t h e  d i a l ,
A n d  t h e  M o n k  w a s  a l l  a l o n e .

S u d d e n l y ,  a s  i f  i t  e n l i g h t e n e d ,
A n  u n w o n t e d  s p l e n d o r  b r i g h t e n e d  

.  A H  w i t h i n  h i m  a n d  w i t h o u t  h i m  
I n  t h a t  n a r r o w  c e l l  o f  s t o n e  1 
A n d  l i e  s a w  t h e  B l e s s e d  V i s i o n ,
J e s u s  C h r i s t  w i t h  l i g h t  E l y s i a n

S  a  v e s t u r e  w r a p p e d  a b o u t  h i m ,  
a  g a r m e n t  r o u n d  h i m  t h r o w n .

I n  a n  a t t i t u d e  i m p l o r i n g ,
H a n d s  u p o n  h i s  b o s o m  c r o s s e d ,  
W o n d e r i n g ,  w o r s h i p p i n g ,  a d o r i n g ,
K n e l t  t h e  M o n k  i n  r a p ,  a r e  l o s t .
•  •  *  »  »  *

T h e n  a m i d  h i s  e x u l t a t i o n  

L o u d  t h e  c o n v e n t  b e l l  a p p a l l i n g ,
F r o m  i t s  b e l f r y  c a l l i n g ,  c a l l i n g ,
H a n g  t h r o u g h  c o u r t  a n d  c o r r id o r ,
W i t h  p e r s i s t e n t  i t e r a t i o n  
H e  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  b e f o r e .

I t  w a s  n o w  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  h o u r  
W h e n  a l i k e  i n  s h i n e  a n d  s h o w e r ,

W i n t e r ’s  c o l d  o r  S u m m e r ’s  h e a t ,
T o  t h e  c o n v e n t  p o r t a l s  c a m e ,

A l l  t h e  b l i n d  a n d  h a l t  a n d  l a m e ,
A l l  t h e  b e g g a r s  o f  t h e  R t r e e t ,
F o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  d o l e  o f  f o o d  
D e a l t  t h e m  b y  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  ;
A n d  t h e i r  a l m o n e r  w a s  h e ,
W h o  u p o n  h i s  b e n d e d  k n e e ,
R a p p e d  i n  s i l e n t  e c s t a s y ,
O f  d i v i n c s t  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r ,
S a w  t h e  V i s i o n  a n d  t h e  S p l e n d o r .

D e e p  d i s t r e s s  a n d  h e s i t a t i o n  
M i n g l e d  w i t h  h i s  a d o r a t i o n  ;
S h o u l d  h e  g o ,  o r  s h o u l d  h e  s t a y  ? 

. S h o u l d  h e  l e a v e  t h e  p o o r  t o  w a i t  
H u n g r y  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t  g a t e ,
T i l l  t h e  V i s i o n  p a s s e d  a w a y  ;
S h o u l d  l i e  s l i g h t  h i s  h e a v e n l y  g u e s t ,  
S l i g h t  t h i s  v i s i t a n t  c e l e s t i a l ,
F o r  a  c r o w d  o f  r a g g e d ,  b e s t i a l ,
B e g g a r s  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t  g a t e  1 
W o u l d  t h e  V i s i o n  t h e r e  r e m a i n ?
W o u l d  t h e  V i s i o n  c o m e  a g a i n ?

T h e n  a  v o i c e  w i t h i n  h i s  b r e a s t  
W h i s p e r e d ,  a u d i b l y  a n d  c l e a r ,
A s  i f  t o  t h e  o u t w a r d  e a r ,
“  D o  t h y  d u t y  ;  t h a t  i s  b e s t !
L e a v e  u n t o  t h y  L o r d  t h e  r e s t  1 "

S t r n i g h t l y  t o  h i s  f e e t  h e  s t a r t e d ,
A n d  w i t h  l o n g i n g  l o o k  i n t e n t  
O n  t h e  b l e s s e d  V i s i o n  b e n t ,
S l o w l y  f r o m  h i s  c e l l  d e p a r t e d ,
S l o w l y  o n  h i s  e r r a n d  w e n t .

A t  t h e  g a t e  t h e  p o o r  w e r e  w a i t i n g ,  
L o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  i r o n  g r a t i n g ,
W i t h  t h a t  t e r r o r  i n  t h e  e y e  
T h a t  i s  o n l y  s e e n  t o  t h o s e  
W h o  a m i d  t h e i r  w a n t  a n d  w o e s  
H e a r  t h e  s o u n d  o f  d o o r s  t h a t  c l o s e ,
A n d  o f  f e e t  t h a t  p a s s  t h e m  b y  ;
G r o w n  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  d i s f a v o u r ,
G r o t y n  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s a v o r  
O f  t h e  b r e a d  b y  w h i c h  m e n  d i e  1 
B u t  t o - d a y ,  t h e y  k n o w  n o t  w h y ,

L i k e  t h e  g a t e  o f  p a r a d i s e  
S e e m e d  t h e  c o n v e n t  g a t e  t o  r i s e ;
L i k e  a  s a c r a m e n t  d i v i n e
S e e m e d  t o  t h e m  t h e  b r e a d  a n d  w i n e .
I n  h i s  h e a r t  t h e  M o n k  w a s  p r a y i n g ,  
T h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  h o m e l e s s  p o o r ,

W h a t  t h e y  s u f f e r  a n d  e n d u r e  ;
W h a t  w e  s e e  n o t ,  w h a t  w e  s e e  ;
A n d  t h e  i n w a r d  v o i c e  w a s  s a y i n g  :
“  W h a t s o e v e r  t h i n g  t h o u  d o e s t  

T o  t h e  l e a s t  o f  m i n e  a n d  l o w e s t ,
T h a t  t h o u  d o e s t  u n t o  m e  1”

U n t o  m e  ! b u t  h a d  t h e  V i s i o n  
C o m e  t o  h i m a i i f  b e g g a r s ’ c l o t h i n g  
C o m e  a  m e n j l i c a n t  i m p l o r i n g ,
W o u l d  h e  t h e n  h a v e  k n e l t  a d o r i n g ,
O r  h a v e  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  d e r i s i o n ,
O r  h a v e  t u r n e d  a w a y  w i t h  l o a t h i n g ?  
T h u s  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
F u l l  o f  t r o u b l e s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n ,
A s  a t  l e n g t h ,  w i t h  h u r r i e d  p a c e ,  
T o w a r d s  h i s  c e l l  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  f a c e ,
A n d  b e h e l d  t h e  c o n v e n t  b r i g h t  
W i t h  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  l i g h t .
L i k e  a  l u m i n o u s  c l o u d  e x p a n d i n g  
O v e r  f l o o r  a n d  o v e r  c e i l i n g .

B u t  h e  p a u s e d  w i t h  a w e  s t r u c k  f e e l i n g  
A t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  h i s  d o o r ,
F o r  t h e  V i s i o n  s t i l l  w a s  s t a n d i n g  
A s  h e  l e f t  i t  t h e r e  b e f o r e ,
W h e n  t h e  c o n v e n t  b e l l  a p p a l l i n g ,
F r o m  i t s  b e l f r y  c a l l i n g ,  c a l l i n g ,  
S u m m o n e d  h i n t  t o  f e e d  t h e  p o o r .  • 
T h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  h o u r  i n t e r v e n i n g  
I t  h a d  w a i t e d  h i s  r e t u r n ,
A n d  h e  f e l t  h i s  b o s o m  b u m  
C o m p r e h e n d i n g  a l l  t h e  m e a n i n g ,
W h e n  t h e  b l e s s e d  V i s i o n  s a i d ,
“  H a d s t  t h o u  s t a y e d ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  f l e d . ”

S P I R I T U A L I S T  S O I R E E .

I t  has been decided by th e  co m m ittee  o f  th e  V ictoria  
A sso ciatio n  o f  P ro g ressiv e  S p iritu alists , t o  g ive a  Soire 
in con n ection  with th e  H a lf-y e a rly  m eetin g , about tl 
2 0 th  o f  th is  m onth . T he cord ial su p p o rt o f  a ll friem  
o f  th e  m ovem ent is solicited  to  s e cu re  a  successful a t  
p leasan t social gath erin g .
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^ o i w s j j o n d e n t s .

Communications f o r  insertion in  th is  J o u r n a l  should he
plainly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

Some o f  m t  E x p e b i e n c e s  b e f o b e  I  b e c a m e  a  b e -
l ie v e e  n f  S p ir it u a l is m  a n d  r e a l iz e d  t h e  f a c t

o f  IN T E R C O U R S E  B E T W E E N  T n i S  W ORLD  AND T H E

N EXT.

TO T H E  E D IT O B  O F  T H E  ll.V B B IN O E B  O F  L IG H T .

M r E d ito r,— I  shall p rem ise  th a t  I  w as b ro u g h t u p  in 
Scotland; I  lived  for e ig h t y e a rs  w ith a S co tch  m inister  
of a  co u n try  p arish — a h ard -sh ell p resb yterian — who 
was considered an  a b le  m an , and who p reach ed  very  
solid serm ons, and q u ite  irrefrag ab le  w h en  ju d g ed  on  
the principles o f  th e  “ K ir k .”  H e  w as a  m an o f  good  
physique; h ard , econ o m ical, an d  au ste re . H o p rayed  
daily lor “ a  co m p eten cy  o f  th e  good th in g s  o f  lifo,”  
though his incom o from  stip en d , g lebe, and board ers, 
was very consid erab le, l l i s  w ife prod u ced  a  child  
every y ear I  w as w ith  thorn, an d  th u s  lie had a n  annual 
sign th at lie w as “ blessed o f th e  L o rd ,” and cou ld  w ith  
confidence ask  him  fo r a  co n tin u atio n  o f  ab u n d an t food 
to fill th e  m ouths h e  had m ade. H o  did n o t scorn to  
believe in em otion o r  sen tim en t, a t  le a s t  in yo u n g sters  ; 
lie believed in th e  efficacy o f  th e  “ ro d ,”  a n d  did n o t  
encourage jo llity  am on g his pupils. H o  som etim es jested , 
but his je s ts  w ore o ften  co u rse , an d  alw ays vu lg ar ; lie 
meant well, b u t w o did n o t love him , an d  wo w ere n o t 
happy. A s a  sp ecim en  o f  his econ o m y , ho en­
couraged us to  ta k e  tw o la rg e  so u p -p lates full o f  sour 
"k ail,” and d eligh ted  m u ch  in th e  boy o r  boys who 
managed to  ach iev e th is  feat, fo r  th e re  w as less fear o f  
their asking for tw o  “ helpings ”  o f  b e e f o r  m u tton . 
When I left h im  a t  th e  a g e  o f  fo u rteen  y e a rs , I  was 
thoroughly im bued w ith th e  follow ing co n v ic tio n s : th a t  
God, was a  “ G o d  o f  v eh gean ce,”  a  “  consu m in g fire,” 
“ His hot a n g e r  a g a in st tho w ick ed,” (an d  his sain ts are  
but few) “ b u rn ed  con tin u ally ,”  and m u ch  else o f  the  
sumo disagreeable ch a ra cte r . T h a t th is  te rrib le  G od hated  
me above m ost boys, b ecau se o f  m y being the  
“ w ickedest”  boy kn ow n to  th e  m in is te r ; and having  
been ta u g h t th a t  “  w ick edn ess ”  m ean t, w histling  on 
a Sunday, doing an y th in g  th a t  cou ld  bo called  ¡¡lag  
on th at day, also  all kinds o f  work, e x ce p t ( th a t  hardest 
of work to  all b o y s) try in g  to  rem em b er by h e a r t, bible 
passages n o t u n d erstood , in com p reh ensib le h ym n s and  
sermons, and to  listen  p atien tly  and w ith ou t sleeping, 
to “ d ry -as-d u st” p ra y e rs . I  w as fu lly  persuaded th at  
| was a real “ bad lad die ” — “ ano o’ th o  H e 'il's  a in  ” —  
because, th ough th e  fe a r  o f  th e  rod restra in ed  m e from  
the outbreak o f  a n y  o f  th ese  above nam ed  heinous acts  
on Sunday, and from  m an y  o th e r o u te r  m anifestations  
and tokens o f inw ard co rru p tio n , I  fe lt consciou s th at  
1 was ever w ishing to  do th o se  th ings which I  had been 
taught con stitu ted  “ badness,”  and which excited  to  a  
greater h eat “ tho Horco a n g e r  o f th e  L o rd  ” ag ain st me. 
•n other re sp e cts  a lso , I  w as— as I  believed—  irreli­
gious ; for in stan co , I. w as n ev er good a t  answ ering  
those highly m oral qu estion s, consid ered  so essen tial in 
the religious tra in in g  p f  “ Y o u n g  S c o tla n d ”  in tliqse 
•*ays, suiji a s , “ w ho w as JJo n tiu s  P ila te  ? ”  , “ who was 
the stron g est m a n ?  ”  , “ w ho th e  c h a s t e s t ? ”  , “ who was 
M ahar-shalal-hash-baz ? . ” A g ain , I  could never re -  
Dieinber th e  la s t b it o f  th e  m in ister’s serm on s— and th e  
being able to  do th is , w as a  w ell-established m easu re o f  
our love to  G od, and o u r  p iety — how ever m uch I  tried  
to do so, and how ever o ften  I  w as beaten  for failure. 
As a p a r t o f  o u r  re lig io u s ed u cation , wo h ad to  sing  
every m orning to  a  “ T u rk ” tu n o , chalked on a  black 
board in fro n t o f  u s , “ O M o th e r  d ear Je ru sa le m ,”  (a  
favorite w ith th e  m in iste r) o r  som e su ch  “ holy ” song
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lor the pu rp ose o f  teach in g  u s  “ sacred  m usic, 
such was pleasing to  th e  L o rd , and as  a prep  
8jJI>l108<’’ for th e  end less hallelujahs in which tho good 
tli “ ¡ C 00CUP‘e<t — th e  good being, th e  “  psalm -singers,”  

ne “ bible-question-m ongers,”  su ch  as  did not whistle, 
1(1 not play, n o r  d o an y  “ p r o f a n e ”  w ork on  Sunday.

“  P rofan e ” m usic was o f  th e  D evil, and , o f  cou rse , was 
a  vile th in g in th e  ears o f  G od on  an y  day ;  b u t on  th e  
sabbath w as an u tter  abomination to  H im . I  could  
n ev er m anage to  show an  efficient app reciat ion o f  his 
“ sacred  m u sic”  ns th e  good  boys did ; n o r could 1 over 
u n derstand why some sounds, a rran g ed  in a  p articu lar  
m anner, should be held “ sacred ,"  and th e  sam e  sounds  
a rra n g e d  in an o th er m an n er should be held as  
“  profane. ”  T he ability to  sing “ O M o th er d e a r A c .”  
being a n o th er established te s t  o f  v irtu e, I  was 
alw ays found “ now here,” as  a  saint.— T h en , th a t g re a t  
puzzle th e  D evil, th e  g ran d  enem y o f God, continu ally  
“ unw enricdly "tem p tin g  to  evil every  hum an being on 
e a rth — th o  good  to  lie bad, th e  bad  to  be w orse— sorely  
vexed m y soul ; 1 felt th a t i t  w as ho who tem p ted  m e to  
be e v er ask in g m yself th e  sinful, b u t still un­
answ ered question, o f  R obinson C ru so e 's  m an “ F rid ay ,”  
“ W h a t for G od n o kill d e b il? ”— a n o th e r  corrob oratio n  
th is o f  m y in cu rab le  w ickedness. H ut w hat distressed  
m e above all, as  th e  su rest indication o f  m y hopeless 
dep ravity , w as th e  ev er-recu rrin g  consciousness th a t, in 
m y inm ost soul, I  could distinguish no difference in 
species, betw een th e  G od ta u g h t now and th e  D evil, b u t  
only in degree  ; w h atever w as terrib le  in th e  la tte r , w as 
out-topp ed and eclipsed by h 'm eh ief T he m inister's  G od, 
I  believed was G o d ; b u t it also  appeared to  m e, in 
defiance o f  m y w ishes to  th e  co n tra ry , th a t I he D evil 
w as th e  “ P rim e-M in ister ”  o f  G od ; his w isely selected  
a g e n t to  c a rry  o u t w ith vigou r and skill, flic beh ests o f  
H is “ vengeance and h o t w rath "  ag ain st th e  children o f  
m en whom ho h a te d ; and so, believing all th e  above 
im plicitly , it m ay well be im agined th at m y y o u n g  lifo 
w as full o f  gloom  and m isery ; for 1 was w ithout hope, 
and cou ld  n o t enjoy an y th in g  th orou gh ly , n o t even a  
holiday in tho sunshine, n o r pocket-m oney. I  w as ¡list  
in a  fit s ta te  to  be played th e  Devil w ith ; and if  th ere  
had been a  devil 1 have no doubt th a t I would lo n g  e re  
th is  tim e have been a  “ gone coon ”  for ever.

Som e five y ears  a fte r  m y d ep artu re  from  th a t  S co tch  
school, on  m y w ay o u t to  th is  co u n try , L m e t, on th e  
voyage from  H o b a rt Tow n to  Sydney, a  N aval Su rgeon. 
I  h ad ,n evcr before known personally so pious a  m a n ;  
his whole w aking life seem ed absorbed in religious 
th o u g h ts , words, and du ties. H e displayed before my 
g a z e  a  new  phase o f C h ristian ity ; “fa i t h  "  w as presented  
to  m e as  everything, and “ w o rk s ”  w ithout f a ith ; as  
w orse th a n  nothing. 1 observed he did n o t day so 
m u ch  stress  upon Su nd ay observances as I  had been 
ta u g h t w as p rop er, and I  a ttrib u ted  th is  lax ity  to  his 
E n glish  ed u cation ; for I  still believed as  1 had been 
ta u g h t, th a t th e  En glish , who w ere Episcopalians, w ere  
no b e tte r  th an  Rom an C ath olics, and th a t these last 
w ere undoubtedly given ov er to  th o  Dovil. This faulti­
ness a t  first ra th er pained mo in so religious a  m a n ; for 
I  could n o t then reconcile it with the g en eral holiness 
o f  his speech , and prayerfu ln ess o f  behaviour, an d  1

Ke lt qu ite  relieved one day on se cin g h iin  refu se to  e a t  
om e ro a st pork— o f  which, being a  ra th e r  gross feed er, 

he was very fond— because ho heard j u s t  as lie was 
ab o u t to  tak e  a  m outhful, th a t i t  had been killed on  
Sunday. H e was learned , sin cere , a rd en t, he used  
m uch th e  phraseology o f  S crip tu re, and his co n stan t 
w ords to  m e were, “ N ow  is th e  accep ted  tim e, N ow  is 
th e  day o f Salvation ." I  could n o t soo th e  relation  
betw een th e  a c t  o f  going to  G od a t  once, and begging  
for accep tan ce, and the blessed effect o f  being^ cleansed  
and sanctified b y '"fia t; b u t 1 determ ined with all the  
faith  1 could sum m on, to  tr y  it.‘ T o en co u rag e  my 
faith  and silence m y reason, I  th o u g h t o f  th e  sto ry  o f  
N aam an th e  S y rian , whose p erp lexity , as  to  th e  relatio n  
betw een th e  w ater o f  Jo rd o n  a n d  his lep ro sy , w as akin  
to m ine, y e t  he  cam e o u t healed ; why should n o t I  
com e aw ay justified ? 1 did try , b u t th e  “ flesh" o f  my
soul did no/becom e “ like th atio fa  little  child.”  T h isgo od  
m an, however, ta u g h t me, as I  then th o u g h t, “ th e  way  
o f God m ore p erfectly ;” he ta u g h t me th a t th ere  w as a  
w ay o f escape for the w o rst sinn er un der heaven, n o t  
only from th e  punishm ent due for his ow n sins, b u t also  
from th e  doom to  which all th e  h u m an  ra ce  a r c  born  
since A d a m ; viz. by a  full b elief th a t tho w rath  and  
vengeance o f  G od th e  F a th e r  has been . prop itiated  by 
th e  death on  tho cro ss o f  H is  “  only b eg o tten  Son -
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th a t  thin «on died for a ll, th a t a ll  m ight be forgiven for 
pant and p resen t xin a t  once, and be saved also  from  the  
“ w rath  to  com e.” — b u t th a t th is sacrifice w as effica­
cious only to  those who firmly believed in th is com bined  
suicide and m urder— deliberate suicid e on  th e  p a r t  o f  
th e  Son, and sectarian  m urder on th e  p a r t o f  th e  Jew s  
— as ordained by God for th e  exp ress purpose ol 
ob literating his own w rath.

T h a t such was th e  v irtu e o f  a  m ere b elief in th is  
bloody dram a, th a t  th e  g re a te s t sinn er could b y it be 
transform ed a t  on ce  in to  a  sain t, and bo accep ted  as  an 
“ e l e c t ”  favorite o f  heaven.

T h a t th is blood “ so precious ” shed by th e  fanatical 
Je w s , caused G o d  to  sm ell so sw eet a  savour, as  to  
m ake him forget his “ h atred ,” and, like a charm , to  im ­
bu e his whole G od-head with im m easurable love in its  
stead .

This friendly surgeon did m e m u ch  good how ever, for  
he excited  hope th a t  had long lain d o rm an t and cru sh ed, 
anil I wnsglau to  have som ething, how ever u n satisfacto ry  
to  my sense o f ju stice  and m y reason, to  re a r  hope upon. 
H o  stim u lated  to  actio n  th e  religious elem en t in my 
n atu re . A t his in stigation  I becam e a  g r e a t  read er o f  the  
B ible, never o m ittin g  a day if  I could help i t  in w hich I 
did n o t read largely , and this for som e tw enty-five years. 
T he only books I read d u rin g th is tim e , ou tside o f  the  
Bible, w ere alm ost all em anations o r  supposed em an a­
tions th erefrom . L ik e all th e  b est li te ra tu re  o f  th e  
chu rches, th ose books m ay well be classed  am on g th e  
“A pologia” o f  C hristian ity . I  need  n o t nam e th em , b u t  
it is certain  th a t  th e  m ore I  read th ese books and th e  
B ible th e  m ore 1 becam e convinced th a t  th e  la t te r  was 
a fallible prod uction , and u tte rly  u n w orth y o f  its ro ­

uted a u th o r ; th a t P o p u lar C h ristian ity  h ad no sufficient 
asis, and would have gone down to  its p rop er level long  

ago, but for th ese “ ap o lo g ia”  w ritten  and p reached by 
th e  ch oicest scholars o f th e  day ; and I  fou n d  besides, 
th a t  th e  claim  to  infallibility ¡b no w h ere asso rted  in its  
pages.

F ro m  th e  tim e I  left th a t  S cotch  m anse, th ir ty  y ears  
passed away before I  g o t com pletely em ancipated  from  
th e  soul-brushing bondage o f  th a t  hard-shell presby- 
terianism , and th e  enervatin g tram m els o f  th e  m ore  
“ evangelical plans o f  salvation ,” and in discarding the  
Christianity o f  th e  ch u rch es— w hich o f  cou rse  I  had 
supposed m ust necessarily be th e  b est religion e x ta n t, 
being accep ted  ns i t  is am ongst th e  m ost enlightened  
nation s o f  the e a rth , and prom ulgated and upheld  
b y th e  m ost learned o f  theso nation s— I  w as logically  
com pelled to  discard with it, a ll creed s all sects, all 
established religions, w ith all th e ir  accredited  dogm as. 
“ Salvation by faith,”  as I  had it presented  to  m e had been  
an inexplicable puzzle ; and , from  th e  C hristian  
stand-point, life as a whole had alw ays app eared  to  mo 
a  gloom y m uddle notw ithstanding th e  teach in g  o f  th e  
“ catechism  ”  as to  th e  “ chief end o f  m an .”  A n d  i t  r e ­
m ained a  m uddle, though a  less gloom y one, even now  
th a t I had attain ed  com parative freedom  ; had advanced  
in to  g re a te r  l ig h t ; th a t  m y eyes had been opened  
to  see th e  dw arfing and stultifyin g e rro rs  o f  th e  popular 
Christianity. I f  now 1 had little  o r  no hope o f  a  futu re  
life, 1 a t  least felt th a t I  was m y own m aster, free to  
think m y ow n th ou g h ts,an d  to b reath e freely in th e  face  
o f th e  terrorism  imposed by th e  churches. I  h ad  ceased  
t o  fear anything e xcep t disobedience to  n a tu ra l la w ;  

-  anti, believing th a t “ knowledge w as p o w e r” to  avoid 
disobedience, as well as pow er to  obey— I  feared  
ign oran ce, and th e  com ing in con tact w ith th e  op eration  
o f  laws incidentally inim ical to  m y m ental a n d  physical 
well being.

W h a t 1 now  required— to  explain life and its uses as 
well as  to a c t  as  an incentive to  effort in th e  direction  o f  
self-devclopc m ent and o f  m y h ig h er aspirations— was 
positive p ro o f  o f  th e  ex isten ce  o f m an beyond th e  grave. 
1 find no such proof. I  bad read , and w ith p leasu re, th e  
“ l ’hoedo ”  o f  I'lato, and had been unable to  d e te c t any  
fallacy in its reasonin gs on the s u b je c t ; b u t still I  w as  
n o t satisfied, and when asked by my children— n o t  
know ing an y th in g  b etter— I  UBed th e  arg u m en t o f  P la to  
and referred  th em  to  bis w orks. 1 bad com e to  know, 
th a t  d irectin g  them  to  th e  biblo to  “ bring life and im ­
m o rta lity  to  l i g h t"  to  them , w as a n  egregio u s farco.

Tw elve tim es a t  th e  leas t, i t  is distinctly  denied  in the 
O ld T estam en t, and n ev er once taught a s  a  truth 
I n  th e  N ew  T . i t  is only u n d erstood , o r  implied at the 
m ost; n ev er d istin ctly  taught  a s  a  d o ctrin e  necessary t0 
salvation. I  did n o t m u ch  tro u b le  m yself however 
ab o u t th is qu estion  ; a t  th e  b est I  indulged in a  placid 
assu ran ce th at th e  pow ers o f  N a tu r e  w ould ever act 
squ arely , and w ere m o rev er q u ite  ad eq u ate  to  order and 
bring ab o u t all th ings in  such m an n er as  to  ensure that 
all shall unfold and m a tu re  ju s t ly  and w e ll; for I had 
faith in n atu re , and believed th a t  h e r  aim  and end was 
H arm o n y, and th a t  no pow er in th e  un iverse would

" T u r n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  T i m e ’ s  g r e a t  r i v e r  i n  i t s  g r a n d  m a je s t ic  
H o w  :

G r a p p l e  w i t h  t h o s e  m i g h t y  c a u s e s ;  w h o s e  r e s u l t s  w e  m a y  
n o t  k n o w . "

This u n ce rta in ty  w ith re sp e ct to  a  fu tu re  life did not 
th erefo re  p reven t mo from  re co v erin g  in a  g reat mea­
su re th e  n atu ral bouyan cy and ch eerfu ln ess o f  my nature 
such as  I had  never fe lt in e a rly  y o u th , n o r ever fully 
until th e  period o f  m y e n tire  d eliveran ce from  that re­
ligion o f  terro rism — th a t  “ N em esis  o f  faith  ”  miscalled 
Christianity, and n ev er ta u g h t b y th a t  loving Jew  of 
N a zare th , b u t by th a t  o th er “ J e w  o f  T arsu s ” called 
Paul. C h ristian ity  is  th e re fo re  a  m isnom er for the re­
ligion in trodu ced by P a u l and su b seq u en tly  developed 
by th e  “ F a th e r s  ”  and th e  P rie s th o o d  ; a n d  i t  would be 
well th a t  th e  g u lf  betw een it  and th e  religion o f Jesus 
should be clearly  disp layed b efore  th e  eyes of its 
w retch ed  victim s.

M an y a tim e since, have I  deep ly  re g re tte d  th at the ad­
ven t o f  light and o f  free  th o u g h t h ad  n o t  occu rred  earlier 
in m y life ; chiefly , b ecau se  I  w ould th en  have been 
enabled to  save, am ong o th ers, one o f  th e  b e s t o f  women 
— certain ly  th e  m o st fau ltless  th a t  I  h ad  e v er known—  
fro m y ears  o fg rin d in g  m isery , re su ltin g  in an  early grave, 
induced en tirely  by th e  v e ry  s in ce rity  an d  fervency of 
h er faith  in th e  G od and d o ctrin es o f  “ Paulo-Sacerdota- 
lism ”  in which sh e  bad been n u rtu re d  ; and, but for 
Spiritualism — which com p aratively  has b ath ed  my own 
life in sunshine— I  should still r e g r e t  h e r  unhappy fate, 
and soriow  w ith o u t hope ; w ould still bo disturbed by 
th e  sad rem em b eran ce w hich, like

“  A '  I t a v e n — a 'g h o s t l y  I i a v e n — o n  m y  h e a r t  w o u l d  p e r c h  a n d  
prey."

F o r  fou rteen  y e a rs— w ith o u t a  r a y  of^peaco from the 
“ G o d  ap p o in ted ”  “ S o u l-sa v e rs ”  o f h e r  church to 
sw eeten h e r  blam eless life— w as th is  g o o d  woman—a 
tru e  sister o f  th e  J e w  o f  N a z a re th  ;  fo r  “ she did them 
good an d  n o t evil all th e  days o f h e r  life ” — a dying 
m a rty r  to  th e  degrading dogm as o f “  th e  w rath  of God, 
and p rop itiation  b y hu m an sa cr if ic e ” — “ w ithout the 
shedding o f  blood th e re  is no rem ission " — “ H e that 
believeth n o t, shall be d am n ed ”— “ no righteousness of 
o f  an y  avail e x ce p t th a t  o n e  righteousness of 
a noble m inded Je w  who lived 1S 72  y e a rs  ago .” “ The 
m anliest life o f  th e  b e st o f  m en, is  b u t as  “ filthy rags " 
as  a  grou nd o f hope to  him self o r  o f  accep tan ce  with 
G od— H ell and everlastin g  dam n ation  to  ad , however 
blam eless, and how ever beloved fo r  th e ir  good deeds by 
th e ir  fellow m en , who do n o t o r  c a n n o t find it possible 
to  believe in th e  hideous injustice.

This victim  o f  religious m is-d iroction — called  a sound 
Christian train in g in th e  “  n u rtu re  and adm onition ol the 
L o rd ,"  b ro u g h t to  b e a r upon h e r  soul b efore th e  reason - 
had s tre n g th  to  “ choose th e  good an d  refu se th e  evil 
was but; one o f  m an y th ou san d s, nnd h e r  fa te  was the 
im m ed iate  occasion o f  a cce le ra tin g  m y ow n em ancipation; 
for I quickly decided th a t, e ith er th e  p u lp it and sunda)- 
school Christianity w as th e  g r e a te s t  blasphem y— the 
tru e  “ sin ag ain st th e  H o ly  G h o s t" — or, th a t the 
A lm ig h ty  P o w er o f  th e  u n iverse w as an  Almighty 
m o n ster  o f  injustice. I  ad op ted  th e  first conclusion, am 
cu t m y self a d rif t from  th e  d ecayin g  ca rca se  ol “ G|' 
Theology ; ”  and— sending a f te r  i t  (a n  a c t  which I  did 
n o t ju stify ) m y h e a rtie st an ath em as, a f te r  th e  m anner o 
Paul— 1 n o t only fe lt m yself free , b u t m y belief 1,1 
hum anity and its  asp iration s to ok  th e  p lace o f  th e  en­
slavem ent to  “ original sin ,” “ hu m an d ep rav ity , and 
th e  num berless plans o f  salvation ," an d  “ regeneration.
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To go back to  th e  above sad s ilen t h isto ry  ; Spiritu al, 
ism, am ong its o th e r benefits, has ta u g h t m e th e  tru e  
“ Faith  o f  G o d ," and w h at i t  is ; an d  has th ereb y  fully 
assured m e th a t  th e re  is n o t o n e  p a rticle  o f  th a t sad  
experience b u t w as n e ce ssa ry  fo r  h e r  tr u e  and prop er  
growth, and d ev elop m en t o f  h e r  individuality ; aud the  
time shall co m e w h en  I  shall su re ly  see— as  sh e  doe* 
jioaJ— th at

i - ------------- .S h e  h a s  n o t  s u f f e r e d ,  l o v e d ,  a n d  h o p e d ,  a n d  f e a r e d  i n

v a i n  ;
E v e r y  e a r t h l y  s i n  a n d  s o r r o w  s h e  c a n  o n l y  c o u n t  a s  g a i n  ;
s h e  c a n  c h a n t  a  g r a n d  “ T e  D c u m  “  o 'e r  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  h e r  

p a i n . ' '

also th at
“  A l l  l i f e ' s  s o r r o w s  e n d  i n  b l e s s i n g  a s  t h e  f u t u r e  y e t  s h a l l  

s h o w . ’*

Y ou  m ay p erh ap s com p lain  a t  th is  a p p a re n t digression  
from the su b ject in d icated  a t  th e  head o f  th is  le t te r ; but 
the digression is on ly  a p p a re n t, fo r  th a t  little  episode in 
the life o f  a m ere  w aif  on  th e  s tream  o f  tim e, h as  h a d  its  
legitim ate influence an d  left its indelible m ark  upon  
the life and su rro u n d in g s o f  th a t  o th e r “ s tra y  waif,”  
whose exp erien ces I  am  en d eavou rin g to  give—  
th at part o f  th em , 1 m ean, which I  su p p ose hail affected  
his moral and relig iou s p o sitio n , up to  th e  tim e when  
his attention  w as a tt r a c te d  to  .Spiritualism  by th e  sudden  
appearance aro u n d  his h e a rth  o f  a v a rie ty  o f  s tra n g e  and 
unexpected ph enom ena.

B y way o f givin g y o u  a  c le a re r  view  o f  m y position a t  
th at tim e, I  shall ju st add , th a t  for fo rty  y e a rs  ! h ad  been  
a  denizen o f  th e  “ w ilds o f  A u stra lia , ab o u t m id-way  
between M elb ou rn e and Sydn ey ; having had during  
that tim e no fa cts  d em on stativ e o f  a  fu tu re  life p re­
sented to  m e, and h av in g b u t th e  fa in test hope on ly—  
no conviction n o r  ev en  opinion— th a t  h yp oth esis would  
be found a  tr u th . I  w as a confirm ed n a tio n a lis t  o f  th e  
F . \\r. N ew m an sch ool— a  little  to o  m uch on th e  secu lar  
side o f  th e  m ark  t o  su it th is  m an. M y  s ta tu s  w as 
nationalism  in its s tr ic tly  lib eral sense,’ (n o t in th e  sense  
used by th e  tra d itio n is ts ) a n d  qu ite com p atib le  w ith the  
m aterialism an d  u tilitarian ism  o f  th a t  o th e r  g r e a t  man 
and “ w o rk er fo r  m ankind ,” J .  S. M ill, o f  w hoso philo­
sophy I w as an  ad h e re n t as  fo r  as  1 un derstood it. I- was 
a  N aturalist  in th e  se n sco fb e in g a  disciple, and w orshiper 
of N atu re as  th e  so u rce  o f  know ledge, th e  tre a s u ry  o f  
all tru th , th e  on ly  un den iable and a u th o rita tiv e  revela- 
lation to  m in o r in telligen ces o f  th e  w ill and ch a ra c te r  o f  I 
the H ighest th e — “ A lp h a .”

Spiritualism  h as  n o t cau sed  m e to  sw erve o n e iota j 
from any conclusions arrivqd a t  b efore its a d v e n t : i t  has I 
only added th e  cro w n in g  conviction  o f a ll— th e existen ce  
ot a fu tu re  life. I  am  a n a tio n a lis t, M ateria list and 
N atu ralist s till, a n d  th e  m ellow  ligh t, and genial h eat 
of Spiritualism  h av e ren d ered  m y fo rm er convictions  
stronger and m o re  definite, m y position m ore advanced.
I  am enabled to  view  all th ings from  a h ig h er p lan e ; 
L ife  is no lo n g er th e  “ m u d d le "  th a t i t  w as, and 
H um anity  no  lo n ger ap p ears to  m e “ a  g igantic  
failure.” S p iritu alism ,.to  m e  w ould be an  im possibility, 
had it n o t for its basis, n atio n alism  and M aterialism , 
which to g e th e r  form  N atu ra lism  ; h u t reared  as it is 
upon th is basis, to  m e it  essen tially  and potentially  
pervades, su rro u n d s, un derlies, and com prehend s all 
things, all know ledge, all tru e  “ism s,” w ith its energizing  
influence, an d  w ith th e  G olden L ig h t o f Im m ortality  
Demonstrated.

*  v_ S C I I A M L Y N N . '
------------o -----------

T I I L  L E C T U  B E K S ' F U N D .

TO T H E  K M T O U  O F  T H E  H A R 1IIN O ER  O F I.IG H T .

S in ,— I  see  th a t  th e  C om m ittee o f  th e  V ictorian  
Association o f  P ro g ressiv e  S p iritu alists  havo determ ined  
upon try in g  to  establish  w h at th e y  term  a  “ L e ctu re rs ' 
l'u n d ." I  am  su re  th e  a tte m p t is w o rth y  o f  every  en­
couragem ent, and I  s in cere ly  hope th ey  m ay succeed. 
So far a s  th e  w rite r  is  co n cern ed  he h as  m ade a n  offer to 
subscribe five poun ds p e r  an n u m  if s ix ty  o th er gentlem en  
can bo found to  do th e  sam e, th u s  establishin g a  fund ol 
th ree hu nd red pounds a  y e a r  f o r a  specific purpose. I  do 
tru s t  how ever th a t  th e  C om m ittee  will n o t r e s t r ic t  them ­
selves to  su ch  gen tlem en  on ly  who cou ld  speak to  us

i upon such subjects as ten d  to  illu stra te  th e  “ facts  and  
j philosophy o f  sp iritu alism ”  b u t th at o th e r  su b jects g re a t  

and im p o rtan t as m any o f  th em  a r c  and rep resen tin g  
th e  advanced th ou g h t o f th e  a g e , will he equally  
accep ted .

I  am , Kir, y o u rs  A c., 

S O U T H  S E A S .

W H A T  I S  T I I E  G O O D  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M ?

•‘ T h e s e  s t r a n g e  f r e a k s  w h i c h  a r e  p l a y . ’ I w i l h  m a t e r i a l  » b j . - e t a ,  
a r e  . l e x i g n c d  s o l e l y  t o  a r r e s t  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  
s c e p t i c a l ,  t h a t  u n s e e n  a g e n c i e s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  o a p a h l e  o f  h o l d i n g  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  m o r t a l s .  T h e  u l t i m a t e  e n d  o f  t h e s e  s p i r i t u a l  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i s  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  t o w a r d s  m o r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h c U v i n g t h r o u g h t h c c o u n t c r a c t i o n .  f  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  t e n ­
d e n c i e s ,  b y  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  c o g e n t  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
e x i s t e n c e . "  *  *  *  V I n d e e d  i s  t i m e  r o l l s  o n .  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  s e e m s  t o  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  l i v e r y  d a y  w e  a r e  g r o w i n g  m o r e  r e ­
m o t e  f r o m  t h e  e r a  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  f a c t  d o c s  n o t  
r e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  e v i d e n c e ,  v i e w e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  y e t  

i t  d o e s  f m m  i t s  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  e f f e c t .  I  s u b m i t  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  
p h e n o m e n a  m a y  b e  o f  u s e  i n  r e m o v i n g  t h e  d o u b t s  o f  t h e  h o n e s t  
s c e p t i c ,  o f / f n m i s h i n g  g r o w i n g  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  r e l i g i o n  
a n d  o f  h u m b l i n g  t h e  p r i d e  o f  t h e  s c o m n g  ^ r a t i o n a l i s t . "  '  '  *  
' - G o o d  i s  g o o d ,  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  :  t h e  f o o l i s h n e s s  o f  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  
o f  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  h a s  l e d  m e  t o  n o b l e r  t b . s i g h t s ,  a n d  h i g h e r  
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t o  d e e p e r  t h o u g h t s  o f ,  a n d  p r a y e r  t o  G . s l ,  t o  a  f u l l e r  
d e p e n d e n c e  o n  l i i s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a m i  t o  a  c l e a r e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  I t i b h T t e s t i i n o n y  ;  i t  h a s  m a d e  m y  p r o s j i e c t s  

b r i g h t e r ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  I h e j - r e a y  e d i g m a ,  i t  h a s  m a d e  h i e  a n d  
m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w i s e r  a n d  i> e! l e r i ' d f j  n\Jtxpositiiin o f  Spiritualism  
briny a  nim//¡hit inn o f  ooetrspondim p \/i the London X nrspaprr  
‘‘ S ta r a n d  D ial."  ' ' f\

“ T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  t h e o l o g y  V i f ^ p i r i t u a l i s m  r e p u g n a n t  t o  
t h e  r i g h t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  l c a c h i n g s  o f  t h q ^ i s c r i p t u r c s . "

T l i e  s c r i p t u r e s  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m  b o t h  t l - a c h ,  G . s l  i s  l o v e  : a  
m e r c i f u l  c r e a t o r ,  a  h e a v f t n l y "  F a t h e r ,  w l O & f c n t  h i s  s o n  J e s u s  i n t o  
t h e  w o r l d  t o  l e a d  u s  i n t o  t l a j j i y n y  o f  l i f i . _ j^ i ! r n n l  *  *  • S p i r i t ­
u a l i s m  r o b s  d e a t h  o f  i t s  t e r r n ) > ,\ a n d  o d e p s  n  s c e n e  t o  o u r  h o p e s ,  
o f  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  b e a u t y  a n d  h a p n h r w s > 'A < i o v e  a l l ,  i f  i t  b e  t r u e ,  
i t  s e t t l e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  p h i l o s o p T p o 'jr r f t m id s ,  o f  m a n s  i m m o r t a l i t y .  
A  q u e s t i o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  w l u c l m i k f l i e ,  s w a l l o w s  u p  a l l  o t h e r s ,  
a n d  r e d u c e s  a l l  e a r t h l y  s o r r o w s  a n d  d i s a s t e r s  i n  t i r e - c o m p a r i s o n  t o  

m ere t r ir ia l  annoyance*  u n w o r t h y  o f  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  W h a t  a  p r i z e  
t o  v i r t u e  1 W h a t  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  v i c e . "  "  T h e o l o g y  o f  S p i r i t ­
u a l i s m . * '

J/rrr . Xo. o f  the  “  U arbingrr o f  Light."

TO  T H E  E D IT O R  O F T II E  IIA ltlllN U E R  O F  L IO IIT .

S i r ,— B y  the to n e  o f  voice in which th is  question is 
so co n stan tly  asked, wo m ay ju d g e  th e  in ten tion  is 
ra th e r  to  convey an im pression, than to  ask a  question. 
T he o b ject o f  th e  in te rro g a to r  is evid en tly  to  exp ress  an  
opinion th a t  th e re  is , “ no good in spiritualism ,”  and  
th at 4 he tru th  o f  it, fo r  th a t reaso n , is not w orth e n ­
qu iring in to . * * '

I n a  fu rth e r com m u nication  1 purpose (G o d  being  
w illing) to  en larg e  upon th is su b ject. F o r  th e  p resen t  
I  desire th a t  th e  an sw er, shall ho n early  as  c u r t  as  tho  
qu estion . I  would rem ark th erefore th at com m on sense  
should su g g est to  anyone th at th e  establishm ent o f  
te le g ra p h ic  com m u nication with H eaven, is vastly  im ­
portant. than th e  establishm ent o f  te legrap h ic com m uni­
cation  betw een E u ro p e  and A u stralia . T he good o f  th e  
la t te r  is only in tellectu al am i m aterial, but the. good o f
th e  form er, is in tellectu al and relig iou s; and by con se­
qu ence o f  infinitely g r e a te r  good, th e  d eg ree  o f  com p ari­
son being, ju st th a t which e x is ts  betw een tim e, and  
e te rn ity , t h e  sh o rte s t w ay th erefo re  to  an sw er th is  
an tisp iritu alistic  question will be, to  ask an o th er, viz., 
w h at is th e  good o f  in stantan eou s com m union w ith  
E u ro p e ?  T he one com m u nion enables us to  realise  
m ore liillv, and 'b rings us .n earer to  E u ro p e, E u ro p ean  
th ings, and th e  friendship o f  relatio n s on th is side o f  
th e  grave, from  which w e derive enligh ten ed  pleasure.

T he o th er com m union enables us to  realise m o r e  hilly  
and brin gs us n earer  to ,.H e a v e n , and H eavenly th ings, 
and th e  friendships o f relatio n s beyond th e  g rav e , from  
which w e derive enligh ten ed  p leasu re. In  both com ­
m unions probably e le c tr ic ity  o p era tes, m anipulated by 
in telligen ce, nnd th e  difference is only in m agn itu d e o f  
o b ject, aim , and effects.

A l l  th is  m ust h r e x a c t ly  tr u e , i f  th ere , i s  th e  s lightest, 
tru th  in  S p ir itu a l ism .  T h e  qu estion  th erefo re  would 
have been less stup id , if instead o f  linking, “ w h at is the  
good o f  Spiritualism ,” i t  h ad  enq uired , “ w h at a re  th e  
evidences o f  th e  tru th  o f  sp iritu alism ," th is tru th  ot 
evidence gran ted , a  m an m u st be w holly n a tu ra l, a n d  the
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sp iritu a l p a rt  o f  h is nature, drail in  him , i f  th e  good ho 
ask s to  have pointed o u t to  him , does n o t flash upon his 
whole perceptions, and p en etra te  th e  innerm ost recesses  
o f  his whole h e a rt and soul. I  do n o t discuss the  
evidences o f  its tru th , hut m erely s ta te  th a t the
in controvortablv  attested , su p ern atu ral phenom ena and 
m anifestation o f  spiritualism , th a t is to  say , its countless  
m iracles in every  p a r t  o f  th e  w orld co n stitu te  th e  whole 
o f  th e  extern al evidences o f  its tru th . I ts  internal 
evidences a r c  ju s t  those which evince the tru th  of 
Christianity, o r  o th e r  G od-given religions viz., th e  love 
o f  God in th e  h e a rt o f  m an. Is it n o t ju s t  p rob able  
t h a t  it is th e  Divine P rov id en ce , th a t progress shall be 
m ade, as oil e a r th , so in H eaven, and , as  in H eav en , so 
on  e a rth  ?

I s  i t  not ju s t  possible, th ere  is a  m ore in tim ate r e ­
lationship than we a r e  aw aro of, betw een progressive  
discovery on earth , and in the sp irit w orld !

“  T h a t  w h i l e  l a b o r i o u s ,  a n d  q u i c k - t h o u g h t e d  m a n ,
K n u lT s  u p  t i n !  p r a i s e  o f  w h a t .  l i e  s e e m s  t o  p l a n ,

I l l i m l  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h a t  s e c r e t  [ lo w e r ,
W h i c h  b a l a n c e s  t h e  w i n g s  o f  e v e r y  h o u r ,
M a n  f i r s t  c o n c e i v e s ,  t h a n  p e r f e c t s  h i s  d e s i g n ,
A s  a  m e r e  i n s t r u m e n t  in  h a n d s  D i v i n e . "

“ T h y will be done on earth , a s 'i t  is in H eav en .”  I s  
i t  n o t ju st possible, th a t overlooking sp irit power 
suggested  to  m en how to  m anipulate e le c tric ity , and  
th a t all his op erations, (fo r w hich he took so m uch  
cred it to  himself,) w ere w atched, ta lk ed  of, d icta ted , and  
directed from above, as p art o f  a sch em e o f  p rog ress and  
enlightenm ent com ing m ore d istin ctly  into view, as  
knowledge, of, and, belief in, spiritual revelations  
established itself, and reveals th a t close relationship  
betw een H eaven and earth , and th e ir  probable p rog res- 

. sive changes and discoveries, shared in sim ultaneously  
and m utually.

I f  a fte r  h istory  shall reco rd  how stub born  m en wero  
in rejectin g and lighting ag ain st th is sch em e o f  
enlightenm ent, vouchsafed by th e  will o f  H eav en , i t  will 
only prove th e  sam eness o f hum an n a tu re , and th e re ­
fore th e  sam eness o f  history, in all ages o f th e  w orld .

W h a t a loving F a th e r  sends for th e  good o f  I lis  
children, those children light again st and receive only by 
degrees. G od p u ts i t  into th e  h earts  o f  a few chosen  
servants, to  /  -

“ D eclare I lis  wondrous w orks abroad ”  
and th en  allow s grow th, as  in all n a tu re , to  p roceed by  
antagonism . So it has been, so it will be, and so i t  
m ust be.

•I am  sir, yo u r obdt. servant,
W.

----------- o------------
A N O T H E R  T R A N C E  M E D IU M .

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O P  T 1 I E  H A R B I N G E R  O P  L I G H T .

S i r ,— I am  happy to  inform you th a t  M rs J a s .  M cL ean  
a fte r  several y e a rs  o f  Calvinistic opposition to  spiritua­
lism has, unknown to  herself, developed into a 'fra n co  
speaking and w riting m edium, and a  few nights ag o  she 
cond ucted  th e  m ost advanced c ircle  in Staw ell for tw o  
h o u rs and a h alf w hilst in T ra n ce , and in th e  dark, when 
th e  spirits ol'G. Combo, D r. .T. E llio tson , and oth ers w rote  
through h e r  several affectionate m essages, coupled with a 
detailed diagnosis o f  th e  m edium istic qualifications o f  
each m em ber o f  th e  circle, prefacing th e ir  rem arks as  
f o l l o w s “ P ray  to  God to  give you new h earts  and  
r ig h t spirits th a t you m ay love yo u r neighbor as  y o u r­
selves, H elp  th e  poor, R aiso th e  fallen , Eorgivo yo u r  
enem ies, and bless th em  th a t eurso y o u ."  T he diagnosis 
o f  one o f  th e  eleven m em bers th a t com posed th e  circle  
m ay be in terestin g  to  yo u r m any read ers M r. m ! 
will bo able to  search  through th e  in nerm ost p a r ts  o f  
th e  earth , nnd prove its tru e  value even to  a  drachm  of 
gold, giving a  ju s t  valuo o f its qualities m ineral or; o th e r­
w ise.” T h ere a re  several circles in and aroun d Staw ell 
receiving genuine proof o f  th e  so.ul’s  im m ortality , n o t­

w ith s ta n d in g  th e  childish tw addle w ithin th e  D ean  o f  
M elb ourne’s recen tly  issued pam ph let ag ain st sp iritu a­
lism , th e  read in g  o f which forcibly im presses m e w ith  
th e  a ccu racy  o f  th e  following lin e s :—

T h e r e  a r c  p o p u l a r  l i e s ,  a m i  p o l i t i c a l  l i e s ,
A n i l  l i e s  t h a t  s t i c k  f a s t  b e t w e e n  b u y i n g  n n d  s e l l i n g ,

A n d  l i e s  o f  p o l i t e n e s s — C o n v e n t i o n a l  l i e s —
( W h i c h  s c a r c e l y  a r c  r e c k o n e d  a s  s u c h  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g )

T h e r e  a r e  l i e s  o f  s h e e r  m a l i c e ,  a n d  s l a n d e r o u s  l i e s ,
F r o m  t h o s e  w h o  d e l i g h t  t o  p i c k  f i l t h  l i k e  a  p i g e o n  ;

B u t  t h e  oldest a n d  f a r  m o s t  respectable  l i e s ,
A r c  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  t o l d  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  r e l i g i o n .

T he w orkm en a re  bu sily  em ployed in laying the foun. 
d ation  o f  ou r L y ce u m  a n d  w e h o p e to  celebrate the 
opening within tw o m on th s from  d ate , b y a  grand gather­
ing o f  all th e  leading sp iritu a lists  in  V ic to ria  within its 
spaciou s walls :— A s a  p ro o f  a n e n t th e  grow ing p0pU. 
larity  o f  spiritualism  in S taw ell, an  hotel within the last 
few days has chan ged its fo rm e r t i t le  to  th a t  o f Lyceum. 
O u r Su nd ay even in g serv ices  still co n tin u e  w ith increas­
ing in terest and in th e  w hole w e have m u ch  cause to 
rejoice  w ith th e  ad v an ce  o f  o u r  g lo rio u s  cau se  o f  Ration­
alistic  R eform .

T o u r s  &c. 
O N W A R D .

D R . J .  R . N E W T O N , T H E  H E A L E R .

T h e  following is tak en  from  th e  “  B a n n e r  o f  Light,"  
of D ecem b er 2 3 r d , 1S71 :—

D u . J .  I t .  N e w t o n — D e a r  K i r — I t  i s  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  w c 
e v e r  t h i n k  o f  y o u ,  a n d  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  d a y  w e  firs t  
s a w  y o u — n o w  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  ; s i n c e  w h i c h  t i m e  w e 
f e e l  a n d  knom t h a t  w e  o w e  m o r e  t o  y o u  f o r  o u r  h e a l t h  a n d  h a p p i- 
n e s s  t h a n  t o  a n y  o t h e r  l i v i n g  | ie i-so ii— a  b l e s s i n g  t o o  g r e a t  t o  prize  
j u s t l y .  T h i s  p r o m p t s  m e  t o  w r i t e  y o u  a  f e w  l i n e s ,  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
n o t  t h i n k  u s  a m o n g  t h e  n u m b e r  w h o  r e c e i v e  a  b l e s s i n g ,  a n d  

s t r a i t  w a y  f o r g e t  t h e  g i v e r .  Y o u ,  d o u b t l e s s  r e m e m b e r  m y  b r in g in g  
M r s .  W e b e r  t o  y o u  t o  b e  c u r e d .  I  b r o u g h t  h e r  i n  m y  a r m s  i n t o  y o u r  
o f f i c e ,  a n d  i n  t e n  m i n u t e s  s h e  i a i lk a l  o u t  w i t h  m e .  I  c a n n o t  te ll  
y o u  h o w  i t  t h r i l l s  m e  n o w  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  h o u r ’s  j o y — i t  s e e m e d  
s o  l i k e  r a i s i n g  t h e  d e a d .  F o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s  s h e  h a d  

b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  w a l k  a  s t e p .
S i n c e  w c  s a w  y o u  M r s .  W .  h a s  e n j o y e d  t h e  bc.it o f  health. I t  i t  

o n l y  a  l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r a t i t u d e  w c  f e e l ,  t h a t  I  c a n  e x p r e s s  ill 
t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  y o u ,  o u r  d e a r e s t  e a r t h l y  f r i e n d .  P l e a s e  a c c e p t  i t  fr o m  
y o u r  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  c h i l d r e n .

M r s .  &  M r . .1 .  B .  W e b e r . 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  E r i e  C o .  N .  Y . ,  O c t .  2 5 ,  1 8 7 1 .

In connect ion with this letter we give a list of several 
cures (some of them seemingly miraculous in the “ the­
ological” sense) which Dr. Netvton has recently per­
formed. ’

W illie M arsh all P ik e, 4 0 9  C h a rlcs -s tre e t , Boston, 
M ass., was cu red  o f  to ta l blindnes, F r id a y , O ct., 20th, 
by tw e n ty  m in u tes’ tre a tm e n t. A t  th e  expiration of 
th a t  tim e lie co u ld  see  w ell, and w e n t to  w ork n e x t day.

M rs. B en jam in  B u rto n , U n io n , M o ., afflicted with lo- 
p rosy in h er hands, h e r  lingers ap p earin g  en tirely  dead, 
w ith th e  nails black , visited D r. N ew to n  an d  was cured  
w ith one tre a tm e n t, T h e  nails ca m e  o ff  in a  few days, 
and th e  hands becam e as  p e rfe ct a n d  n a tu ra l as  ever.

C ap t. I I .  1' T u rn e r , 2 S 7  l l a n o v e r -s tr c e t ,  B oston , se­
verely in jured  in spine an d  hips by a  heavy piceo of 
tim b er, was cu re d  p erfectly  w ith  th r e e  tre a tm e n ts .

Sim on M artin , P o rtsm o u th , N . I I . ,  w as cu red  o f  jaun­
dice and gall ston es.

M rs. N a n cy  Snow , N o . I I  W a y -s tre o t ,  B o s to n , a  caso 
o f  ch ron ic rheum atism , w as p erm an en tly  cu red .

A sa T . W a lk e r, P o rtsm o u th , N . I I . ,  who suffered from 
asth m a fo r  tw en ty  y e a rs , w as p e rfe ctly  cu red  w ith ono 
trea tm en t.

A lfred  M cK en zie  P eab o d y , M a ss ., who w as troubled  
w ith gravel and kidney com p lain ts fo r  th irty -fiv e years, 
w as cu red  w ith ou e tre a tm e n t. H a s  no ob jection  beiDg 
referred  to.

A ldin B u rrill, L y n n , M ass., w as cu re d  w ith ono tre a t­
m en t o f  tu m o r in bowels, and lam e knee.

M rs. M . G . G uild , 4 2  A u stin -s tre e t, C harlestow n, was 
recen tly  cu red  o f  a very  la rg e  ov arian  tu m o r.

H elin  L .  B ucklin , 1 3 4  (ith -stre e t, S o u th  B oston , was 
p erfectly  cu red , in a  b rie f  tim e, o f  hip disoaso.

M rs. Jo h n  R ansom , P ly m o u th , M ass., w ho, by reason 
o f  spinal and fem ale w eaknesses, fo r  th re o  y e a rs  had bcon 
unable to  walk, w as cu red  w ith one tre a tm e n t, so that 
she cou ld  w alk well.

M r. L a m b e rt’s child, G ard n er, M e ., h ad  lo s t  h er pow­
ers o f  speech, b u t w as cu red  b y th e  D o cto r, in stan tly , 80 
as  to  ta lk  as  freely  as  an y  ono.

M rs . L y n d  S . W a te rm a n , 5  T re m o n t p lace , B oston , 
w as o n  app lication  cu red  o f  a  ca n ce r.
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M rs. W illiam  W a lla ce , W a te r -s tr e e t ,  P itts to n , M e., 
Wn*s cured o f  con su m p tion , a f te r  being given over by 
many old school ph ysicians.

Miss E lla  T eel, L y n n , M ass., w as p erfectly  cu red  of 
dropsy and con stip ation .

David E . M a rtin , R o ch e s te r , who suffered with weak 
lungs and con su m p tion  fo r  m an y  y e a rs , w as perfectly  
cured in a  b r ie f  tim e.

M r. S . J .  J e w e tt ,  W e s tm in s te r , M ass., who had been  
troubled w ith a  lam e kn ee fo r  s ix  years, w as cu red  o f  
her difficulty; also  o f  dysp epsia a n d  jau n d ice .

Alanson B a r t le t t ,  C ro y d o n , N . H  , who had been very  
lame for seven m o n th s, a n d  un ab le to  w alk, was cured  
with one tre a tm e n t.

M rs. Tow ns, A m h e rst , N . I f . ,  w as cu red  o f  epilepsy 
eight m onths a g o , and h a s  n o t exh ib ited  an y  sym ptom s  
of the disease since.

S, B . H o llis , 3G5 S ilv e r-s tre e t, S o u th  B o s to n , M ass., 
who had been afflicted w ith  scrofu la  in on e o f  his limbs 
for four y e a rs , w as p e rfe ctly  cu red .

G eorge R o o d , W o o d sto ck , V t . ,  w as cu red  o f  epilepsy.
M oses Y e a to n , P o rtsm o u th , N . H .,  who was so m uch  

troubled by a  disease o f  th e  kidneys and bladder for  
fifteen y ears  th a t  all th e  d o cto rs  co n su lted  said he could  
never reco v er, b u t  m u st die, w as p erfectly  cu red  w ith  
one trea tm en t o f  tw en ty  m inu tes.

H ere  a re  th e  fa c ts  which speak u n co n tro v crtib ly  for  
themselves. W e  w ould advise alike all th ose who 
doubt, and th o se  who desire to  know  m ore o f  th e  m atter , 
to visit D r. N ew to n  p ersonally , and w itness his op era­
tions for th em selves.

S P I R I T U A L I S T S ’ P 1 C -N IC .

1’ ic-N ic s  and G-rovo m eetin gs a re  qu ite  an  institution  
among th e  S p iritu alists  o f  A m erica , but have h ith erto  
been unknown here. S o m e o f  th e  B re th re n  and s is te r ­
hood a t  C astlcm ain o  nu m b ering ab o u t th ir ty  have 
taken th e  in itia tive  and im provised a  pie-nie to  lf a rc o u rt  
on E a s te r  M on d ay. T h e  affair w as rapidly g o t up o r a  
much la rg e r  p a rty  w ould h av e  been form ed, nevertheless  
it was a  d ecid ed su cce ss  ; th e  p a r ty  spen din g a very  
pleasant day am id th e  beautiful scen ery  o f  M ou n t 
A lexander, and re tu rn in g  b en t upon re p e a tin g  the, ex ­
perim ent on a  la rg e r  scalo on  th e  first favorable occasion. 
The p resen t season is fa r  ad v an ced  fo r  ou td o or g a th er­
ings, but w e tr u s t  th a t  in th e  en su in g on e, th e  M el­
bourne S p iritu alists  will tak e  th e  H in t, and organ ize  
social g a th erin g s  o f  th is  so rt, as  ten d in g  to  b eg et a  
warmer feelin g o f  friendship a n d  B ro th e rly  reg ard  
am ongst them .

P H Y S I C A L  M A N I F E S T A T I O N S  A T  S A N D ­
H U R S T .

T he follow ing is from  a  gen tlem an  well known on 
Sandhurst. A  m an  o f  c le a r  in te llect, and shrew d busi­
ness habits. T he ob ject ofjth is c ircle  (o f  which he is 
chairm an) is as  will be seen from  his le tte r , a p ra ctica l  
and unbiassedpnvestigalion o f  th e  alleged  fa cts  o f  S p irit­
ualism.

W e  shall look w ith in te re s t fo r  fu rth er ro p o rts  from  
him, as  th e  c la ss  o f  ph enom ena being developed, are  
som ew hat ra re  h ero  as  yo t.

A t  a  p riv ate  c ircle  o f  L a d ie s  and gentlom en form ed for 
th e  purpose o f  in v estig a tin g  th e  physical phenom ena of 
11 spiritualism ,”  and w hich m e t for th e  first tim e on  the 
Gth D ecem b er la s t, v e ry  g ra tify in g  p rog ress h as been  
made. T h e  circlo  is  com posed o f  highly resp ectab le  resi­
dents, who a re  all a c tu a te d  by one m otive, nam ely, th e  
elucidation o f  th e  tru th  Sh ou ld  th e  facts  b rou gh t under 
th e  n o tice  o f  th e  c ircle  be o f  a  ch a ra cte r  to  w arran t the  
conclusion th a t  th e  ex tra o rd in a ry  phenom ena o ccu rr­
ing a t  m an y o f  th o  o th e r  circles in E n g lan d  and  
in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , a re  cau sed  by tho spirits o f  th e  
departed, th e  c irclo  a t  S an d h u rst will a t  onco cheerfully  
avow it , b u t if, on th o  o th e r  ban d, th e  evidence will n o t  
bear o u t th a t  con clu sion , th en  th e  c ircle  will as  honestly  
{ * 7  so. T h e  circlo , how ever, m eans to  p ersovere for any  
length o f  tim e n e ce ssa ry  t o  g iv e  th e  m a tte r  a  candid, full 
Mid fa ir  in vestig ation . A ll  th e  m em bers th in k  for

them selves, and m ean to  quietly p roceed w ith th e  d u ty  
th ey  have undertaken in th eir ow n way. T he circle  ha* a  
chairm an, se cre ta ry  and treasu rer, and nu m b er* ab o u t 
15  o r  1C m em bers. T h ere a rc  tw o gen tlem en m ediums 
developed since it sat one who w rites in th e  fran co  
( a  rem arkab le th in g in itse lf) an d  th e  o th er  
th rou gh  whom th e  physical phenom ena o c c u r . 
T h ere  is a  lady medium  whose presence also  brin gs this  
class o f  phenom ena. T h e  business alw ays begins by th e  
chairm an readin g a  portion  o f  a  book oil Spiritualism , 
w h ere a cco u n ts  a r e  given o f  w onderful th in g s done a t  
circles in o th er lands. T hen th e  v erse  o f  a  hymn is sun g  
and th e  “  L o rd 's  P r a y e r ” rep eated . T h e  m edium s s it  
with th e ir  backs to  th e  n o rth . A ll hands a re  then  
placed w ith th e ir  palm s on th e  tab le, which alm ost 
in stan tly  tilts  and rap s. T h o chairm an then addresses 
th e  intelligence in th e  sam e resp ectfu l w ay In; would  
address any m em ber o f  th e  circle , and ask s it to  exp ress  
by rap s w h at is to  be done for th o  evening. T h is is 
done in th e  usual w av by th e  chairm an rep eatin g  th e  
alp hab et, and th e  tab le rapping th re e  tim es a t  each  
le t te r  o f  th e  word i t  m eans to  convey. T he in stru ction s  
a re  carried  o tit to  th e  le tte r  in ev ery  case , and are  
alw ays o f  a n  in telligen t ch a ra cte r  anil frequently  
a lto g e th e r  foreign  to w h at any o f  tho circlo  a r c  think­
ing of. This has indeed occu rred  so often that the circle  
have had no difficulty in arriv in g i.t the conclusion th at  
th e re  is an in telligen t power p resen t ou tsid e o r indepen­
d en t o f  them selves This decision was unanim ously  
given . T h e  c ircle  have lately  exclud ed all s tran g ers  
from  th eir m eetin gs w ith a  view to  m ore rapidly devel­
oping th e  m edium s ; b u t should th ey  in due course  
be successful in th e ir  efforts, they will then tak e th e  
n ecessary  steps to  allow  o f  th e ir  aitoiidnncc again Tho  
m anifestations so far have been o f  a  most in teresting  
ch a ra cte r. T h o c ircle  m eets on ce  a week. A t  th e  first 
s ittin g  o r  tw o n o th in g  o ccu rred , b u t a t  th e  th ird  the  
tab le  tilted  and th e  usual conversation w ith supposed  
d ep arted  friends took place, w hich, th ough o f n o im por­
tan ce , serv e  to in te re st new ly form ed circles. A t sub­
sequ ent sittin g s th e  m anifestations w ere m ore convincing, 
serving to  w het th e  ap p etite  for m ore. A fte r  violent 
oscillations th o  tab le  becam e so rap id  in its m ovem ents 
th a t  it w as im possible to  hold th e  hands on it, tu rn ing  
on its face on tho floor; then stand in g on one leg per­
pen d icu lar fashion, and being suddenly as  if  seized by 
th e  m iddle by som e pow erful ag e n t, rep laced  in its 
p rop er position; th en  as suddenly levitated  ab o u t a  foot 
rbovo th e  grou n d , and a  L ad y 's  s ca rf  throw n upon 
i t  by th e  unseen intelligence. A t  an o th er s ittin g  a dark  
cloudy looking figure w as dim ly seen by th ree-, o f  th e  
circle , and th e  chairm an was tou ch ed  and h ad his h air  
pulled by tho invisibles. A t  one s ittin g , violent tab le  
m anifestations w ith low tap pin gs on  different p arts  o f  
th e  tab le , a  loud (washing sound— and, a t  th e  sam e tim e, 
th e  form  upon which the tw o m ediums and th ree  o th e r  
gen tlem en w ere s ittin g  rising and rapping and answ ering  
to  qu estion s th e  sam e as  tho tab le. A t  th is sittin g  
crash in g  sounds w ere h eard  ns if  everyth in g  in tho room  
w ere being sm ashed, but a t  tho eloso found nothing  
injured . A t .a  sittin g  th e  in telligen ce prom ised to  bring  
a  lady m em ber a  flower in a  m onth from  th e  evening  
nam ed. T h o circle m et in a n o th er p lace and w ere w aiting  
for tho usual in stru ction s, when the following w ords wore 
rapidly spelled o u t, “ I  ca n n o t brin g tho flower to -n ig h t."  
A s th is cam e qu ite un exp ected ly  to  all, it was regard ed  
as  highly as  though th e  flower had been brou ght. The  
chairm an expressed  his th ank s, and s ta te d , in reply , th a t  
th e  c ir c le  h ad  faith  and would wait until th e ir  friends  
coulu bring i t  in th e ir  ow n tim e. T h e  sam e evening, tho  
m edium  w as driven from his s e a t  on to  th e  tab le Tmd 
borne a lo n g  like a  spear o r  d a rt, carry in g  w ith him  th ree  
o th e r  s itte rs , who, on  strik in g  a  light, w ore found huddled  
to g eth er in a  co rn er o f  th e  room  like a  bundle o f  cloth es. 
T w o chairs w ere found with tho arm s and legs all tak en  
carefully o u t of th e ir  sockets, b u t n o t otherw ise in jured . 
T h o tw o la te st s ittin g s w ere still m ore rem arkab le. At 
th e  first one, tho medium  w as d eep ly  en tran ced  and was 
repeated ly  raised horizontally on to  th o  tab le. T he  
chairm an felt a  hand so ft and sm all like’ a  fem ale hand  
and w arm , co v er his, and ho w as tou ch ed  on  th e  shoulder 
and his h air pulled. T h e  circlo  a t  ono tim e ( i t  being in
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tlif  d a rk ) heard am i raw  w liat th ey  supposed w as the  
body o f  th e  medium fall on th e  tab le, hut on the ch air­
m an statins; th a t he felt his limbs th e re , an o th er o f  the 
c ircle  said “ no, sir, th e  medium  is s tan d in g  beside m e,"  
which w as really found to  be the ease. The circle  
n aturally  concluded th at it m ust have been his double 
o r  an  app arition . T h e  chairm an w as again  tou ch ed  by  
a  hand soft anil warm as  th e  o th e r, b u t with th e  fingers m al­
form ed, like as  if pieces o f  p u tty  w ere on th e  points o f  
th em . T h e  medium  w as afterw ards found stand in g on 
his head upon th e  tab le , w as m ade to tu rn  a  som m crsault, 
and then bounded ov er th e  heads o f  th e  ta r  side o f  the  
circle , lighting on th e  grou nd w ithout noise. A t  the  
sittin g  on last F rid ay , the medium was, in th e  presence  
o f  all th e  c ircle , d istin ctly  levitated  on the table in a 
stand in g posture, and walked on th e  tab le and across the  
to p s o f  th e  se a ts  o f  th e  far side o f  the circle  rig h t to  the  
opposite side of th e  room . H is  coat was taken oil by the 
con tro llin g power when he was en tran ced , and found by 
th e  circle under th e  tab le, l ie  appeared to th ose sitting  
n earest to  him  a  m an o f  ta ll s ta tu re , though he is in his 
norm al s ta te  a  sh o rt m an. O f  co u rse  th ese w onderful 
m anifestations will be se t down to  “ cereb ral exc ite m e n t” 
o r “ diseased im aginations "  b y m e re  th eoretical believers 
in the im m ortality  o f  th e  soul ; persons who are  cred u l­
ous enough to  believe in donkeys speaking and o th er  
equally silly fables; but, th ose who, like th e  S an d h u rst  
circle , have and intend to think for them selves and to  
accep t th e  evidences o f  th eir senses in p referen ce to  the  
wild and un tu tored  ravin gs o f  prejudiced opponents who 
can lectu re  upon th is sub ject w ithout having properly in­
vestigated it, o th e r  and very different co n clu sio n s will be 
drawn from them .

AVc have received by last m ail, a le t te r  from  M rs E m m a  
Ila rd in g c  B ritte n , in referen ce  to a new m agazine, p ro ­
je c te d  by h erself and o th e r  prom inent spiritualists in 
A m erica . W e publish th e  prospectus, from  which it will 
be seen th at th e  m agazine will be o f a m ost original and in­
terestin g  ch aracter, whilst M rs. E . H . B ritten 's  connexion  
w ith it, will be a g u aran tee  to  sub scribers, th a t th ey  will 
receive a Q uid pro  quo  /for th e jr  ou tlay .

A  S E W  I’ R O G  I f E S S t  V  E  K i t  A  IN ' S P I R I T U A L I S M .

U l s t e r  I t i e i l i r c c l i i u i  a m t  u i l v i c c o f t l i c S p i r i t u a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e s  m o s t  
i n l l n i  n l i a l  i n  i n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t  k n o w n  a s  "  M o d e r n  
S p i r i t u a l i s m . "  a  A I '.w  M o K T I I I .Y  M a g a z i n e , o f  t l i e  h i g h e s t  
p o s s i b l e  l . t e r a r v  l o n e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  h a s  b e e n  p r o j e c t e d ,  t o  h e  e n ­
t i t l e d  -  '  ■

• • 'T H E  W E S T E R N  S T A R . "

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e s  a i m e d  a t  i n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  w i l l  h e : — F i r s t : 
T o  p r e s e n t  t h e  m a t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  in  e a c h  n u m b e r  i n  s u c h  f o r m  a n d  
s i z e  t h a t  a n y  o r  a l l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  c a l l  h e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  h o u n d  in  
o r d i n a r y  L i b r a r y  v o lu m e s .

S e c o n d l y :  T o  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  d e e p l y  m o m e n t o u s  e v e n t s  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m o d e m  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i n  t h e  m o s t  u n e x c e p t i o n a b l e  
l i t e r a r y  s h a p e ,  a n d  t o  g a t h e r  u p  a n d  p r e s e r v e  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  n s  
c a n n o t  I hi i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c o l u m n s  o f  o r d i n a r y  w e e k l y  j o u r n a l s  
d e v o t e d  t o  s p i r i t u a l i s m .

T h i r d l y  : T o  o p e n  u p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a  m o r e  f r e e  a n d  f r a t e r n a l  
i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  f a c t s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  f o r e i g n  
c o u n t r i e s ,  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t  e x i s t s  i n  A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t u a l  l i t e r a t u r e .

F o u r t h l y  : T o  t r e a t  a l l  t o p i c s  o f  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t ,  f r o m  a  p u r e l y  
S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  s t a n d - p o i n t .

S e c o n d  a n d  T h i r d  V o l u m e s  o e  “  M o d e r n  A m e r i c a n  S i m r i t -  
u a i .i s m . "  T h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  c a l l  e s p e c i a l  a t t e n ­
t i o n  l o  ( h e i r  d e s i g n  o f  s e c u r i n g  f r o n t  M i l s . E m m a  I I a r d i n o e  
B r i t t e n , t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  p u b l i s h  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  n u m b e r s ,  n i l  
t h e  v o l u m i n o u s  a n d  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  s h e  h a s  p r e p a r e d

f o r  t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  v o l u m e s  o f  h e r  g r e a t  w o r k  
“  M o d e r n  A m e r i c a n . . S im  r i t u a l i s m . "

I n  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  a s s e m b l a g e  o f  f a c t s ,  r e c o r d s  o f  s p e c i a l  p l i e n o m -  
e n n  a n d  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s ,  M r s .  I l a r d i n g c  B r i t t e n ,  i s  p o s s e s s e d  
o f  M s s .  a n d  o t h e r  u n p u b l i s h e d  m a t t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l i t e r a t u r e  n o w  
o u t  o f  p r i n t  a n d  u n n t t a i n n b l e  t o  a n y b o d y  b u t  h e r s e l f ,  w h i c h  
r e n d e r s  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  s h e  h a s  b e e n  c o l l e c t i n g  d u r i n g  m a n y  p a s t  
y e a r s ,  a l m o s t  p r i c e l e s s  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  w o r t h  o f  
t h e  y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e n d i n g  m a t t e r  d e s i g n e d  f o r  
t h e  m a g a z i n e .

A t t e n t i o n  i s  s o l i c i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s y n o p s i s  o f  s u b j e c t s  
s k e t c h e d  o u t  b y  t h e  i m m o r t a l  p r o j e c t o r s  o f  t h e  w o r k  a n d  t i l e  
o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  s t a n d .

1s t .  L e a d i n g  a r t i c l e  t o  l i e  w r i t t e n  b y  a  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  a c c e p t a ­
b l e  w r i t e r ,  o n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  p h i l o s o p h y .

2n d .  B i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s  o f  t h e  l e n d i n g  m e d i u m s ,  s p e a k e r s  
and w r i t e r s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

3 d .  S k e t c h e s  o f  S y b i l s ,  P r o p h e t s  n n d  E c s t a t i c s  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t  
.and M i d d l e  A g e s ,  a n d  a  c o m p a r i s o n  i n s t i t u t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  m o d e r n  
p r o t o t y p e s .

4 t h :  E x a m p l e s  o f  v a r i e d  n n d  marvellous P h e n o m e n a l  F a c t s
n n d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .

O th . F o r e i g n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  T r a n s - A t l a n t i c  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  4 c
G t h .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f r o m  S p i r i t s .

7 t h .  S u m m a r y  o f  p a s s i n g  e v e n t s .
N th , '  A  s h o r t  e s s a y  o n  P o l i t i c s ,  R e l i g i o n ,  P o p u l a r  R e f o r m s ,  o r  

o t h e r  l e a d i n g  t o p i c s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  b y  t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a r  C i r c l e  „1 
S p i r i t s .

i l t h .  R e v i e w s  a n d  a n s w e r s  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .
T h e  p r o j e c t o r s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a r  p r o p o s e  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e ir  

w o r k  i n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  a n d  m o s t  f e a r l e s s  s p i r i t  o f  t r u t h ,  y e t  p le d g e  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  m o r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  a s s e t s  
o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  p e t t y  s i d e  i s s u e s  o r  n a r r o w  f a n a t i ­
c i s m s .

A s  t h e  h u m a n  c o - o p e r a t o r s  s e l e c t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  g r e a t  
w o r k ,  a r c  r i c h  o n l y  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  f i t  t h e m  fo r  
i t s  c o n d u c t ,  t h e y  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
j u s t i c e  i n  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  b y  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  I s :  s e l f  
tm ta im n g —  H e n c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  ( t h o u g h  
e n t i r e l y  r e a d y  i n  a  l i t e r a r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w )  w i l l  n o t  b e  i s s u e d  u n til  
a  s i i l l i c i e u t  n u m b e r  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r c  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  e n s u r e  i t s  
e x p e n s e s  f o r  o n e  t w e l v e m o n t h .

W e a l t h y  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  s y m p a t h i s i n g  w i t h  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  a r c  
h e r e b y  e a r n e s t l y  s o l i c i t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  s u m s  n s  
w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s u l i s c r i b c r s  a n d  t h e r e b y  h a s te n  

t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  w o r k .  E v e r y  d o n o r  o f  s u m s  w h i c h  e x c e e d  
t h e  p r i c e  o f  a  s i n g l e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  w i l l  l i e  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  c o p i e s  to  
t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

N o  N a m e s  w i l l  l i e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  with a n y  a r t i c l e .  
L i t e r a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w i l l  1 « : g r a t e f u l l y  r e c e i v e d  a n d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  
c o n s i d e r e d  ;  b u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  c a n n o t  p l e d g e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p u b lis h  
a n y  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e i r  b e s t  ju d g e m e n t .

I ’. S .  T h e  M e l b o u r n e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  l i e  a b o u t  2 0 s .  p e r  a n n u m  
a n d  M r  W .  I I .  T e r r y  lif t  R u s s e l l  S t .  w i l l  r e c e i v e  o r d e r s .

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  D [S C O V E R Y .

(  From  /h r  IjnnJTxhire R e p o rte r , F e b .  2 u d . 18 7 2 .)

On (lie  forenoon o f  T h u rsd a y ,, la s t  w eek , a  human 
skeleton w as found upon th e  farm  o f  U p p e r  Dallochy, 
n e a r  W h iteh ills .u n d erv ery  e x tra o rd in a ry  circu m stan ces. 
T h e  finding o f  a sk eleton  is in itse lf  q u ite  a  common 
o ccu rren ce , and th is case  'w o u ld "n o t have m aterially  
dillered from  m any hu n d red s o f  w h ich  w e have hoard, 
h u t for th e  s tra n g e  and u n acco u n tab le  w ay which the 
discovery cam e to  he m ade.

'flic  farm  o f U p p e r  D allochy is  re n te d  by M r  Wilson, 
M ilton  o f  N o th , R hynie, who d o es n o t resid e  upoii the 
farm , b u t lias a  m an in c h a rg e  o f  i t .  T h e  person pre­
sen tly  o v erseer is a  m an nam ed W illiam  M fiir, belong­
ing to  R h y n ie , m arried , and 8 5  y e a rs  o f  a g e . U n til he 
took th e  ch arg e  o f  U p p er D allochy , he h ad never been 
in th e  q u artcrx in  an y  occasion  d u rin g  h is life, nnd must 
have been alm o st an  e n tire  s tr a n g e r  to  i ts  lo cal hisjary. 
A b out th e  te rm  o f W h itsu n d ay s 1 8 7 1 , he dream ed of  
having seen a  h u m an  sk eleton , w ith blood upon th e  face 
a t  a p oin t on th e  farm , called  .Slackness, by th e  side of  
th e  sea, and som e lew  y ard s rem oved from  high-water 
m ark . T h ere  was n o th in g  p ecu liarly  exp ressiv e  in the 
dream  itself, e ith e r, fo r  who d o cs n o t now  and again 
have even m ore horrid  d ream s th an  t h i s ; b u t th e  per­
sisten cy  w ith which th e  in ciden ts o f  i t  re cu rre d  to  the 
nian’s m ind, and th e  freq u en cy  a n d  vividness w ith which 
it con tin u ally  re tu rn ed , im pressed him  so d eep ly  th a t he 
began to  h av e  serious d ou b ts a b o u t his ow n sanity. 
D u rin g  th e  sum m er, a lu n atic  who had escap ed  from the 
L ad ysb rid go  A sylu m  w as foun d drow ned am ong the 
ro ck s n e a r  th is  sam e sp ot— fra u g h t w ith so m an y pain­
ful ideas to  th e  u n fo rtu n ate  d ream er ; a n d  lie and one 
o f his fellow -servants, fishing in a  b o a t w hich th e y  kept 
for th a t  pu rp ose, woro th e  -first to  com e upon th e  body 
o f  th e  m issing lu n atic. I n  ca rry in g  th e  body o f the 
m an to  W h iteh ills , a t  which M oir assisted , and when 
very  n e a r  th e  e x a c t  sp o t on  w hich he h ad  dream ed ho 
saw  th e  blood y-featu red  sk eleto n , th e  m an assisting  
m issed his footin g  and le t fall th e  end o f  th e  board 
upon w hich th e  corp se  w as being carried , tu rn in g  up the 
face, which w as slightly m ark ed w ith blood. T h e  whole 
tra in  o f  id eas h ero  re tu rn e d  to  M oir, and lie fe lt satisfied  
his ow n m ind th a t hero w as its  fulfilm ent— th e  incidents 
b earin g such a  faithful com p arison  to  th o se  o f  the  
vision. B u t  th a t, idea, how ever co m fo rtin g , w as soon to  
bo dispelled, and th e  su b ject o f  his d ream  ag ain  becam e  
th e  all-absorbing th o u g h t, to  w h ich  his m ind e v er and 
anon re cu rre d  when n o t  occup ied  by an y  o f  th e  m atters  
up on  w hich h e  m u st o f  n ecessity  b esto w  a  certain  
am o u n t o f  m en tal a tten tio n . I t  becam e as  inseparable
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from his u n occupied  m om en ts as  th e  shadow  o f  his 
bodv in th e  sunshine— e v er in creasin g  in in ten sity  and  
horror. I n  rea lity , i t  b eg an  to  effect his con n ection  with  
his fellow m en very  consid erab ly , in so m uch th a t he 
gradually b ecam e absen t-m ind ed and listless. 
b On Thu rsday m orn in g  th e  e ffect o f  th e  p re se n t and 
previous e x c ite m e n t w as so g r e a t  upon him  th a t  he 
determined to^bc a t  th e  b o tto m  o f  i t ; and so , w ithout 
making his in ten tio n  know n to  any oiie, h e  took a 
spade, w ent to  th e  sp o t in d icated , and p roceeded to  dig. 
O f the co rre c tn e ss  o f  th e  im pression left on his m ind by 
the dream  h e  did n o t e n te rta in  a  d o u b t, and it  is asto n ­
ishing to  noto th e  p recision  w ith w hich i t  w as fulfilled—  
even to  th e  e x a c t  spot, in which i t  was to  be found, and  
the direction in w hich i t  w as ly in g ; for, a f te r  having re ­
moved th e  g re e n  tu rf , th e  seco n d  spadeful b ro u g h t up 
the 6kull o f  a  h u m an  b ein g. T h en  followed th e  low er 
jaw, and, in  su ccessio n , th e  variou s p o rtion s o f  th e  fram e. 
W hen he found, a f te r  re a ch in g  th e  th igh , th a t  th e  whole 
skeleton w as in all probability  th ere , he stop p ed  and 
went to a  field closo by. w horo on e o f  th e  m en u n d er his 
charge w as en g ag ed  pu lling tu rn ip s ; and brin gin g the  
man to  th e  place, he con tin u ed  his exp loration s, being  
successful in u n earth in g  th e  rem ain in g portion. L a y in g  
out the frag m en ts  in th e ir  o rd e r  upon th e  g ra ss , th ey  
found th em  e x a c tly  to  re p re se n t th e  variou s p o rtion s o f  
a com plete hu m an sk eleto n . S o firm ly convinced had 
lie becom e o f  th e  ac tu al e x is te n ce  o f  th e  sk eleton , 
and th at, to o , in th e  v e ry  sp ot h o w en t to  exam in e, th a t  
the finding o f  i t  ra th e r  seem ed to  satisfy  th an  astonish  
him. I l is  first th o u g h t w as to  b u ry  it , and say  n othing  
of the m a tte r  ; b u t  on  second con sid eration , and by 
advice o f his fellow -serv an t, ho w en t to  W h iteh ills , for 
the purpose o f  co n su ltin g  w ith a  frien d th e re . W h ile  in 
the shop o f  M r  T ay lo r, fisheurer, D etectiv e  M aeg rcg o r, 
from Banff, happened to  call, to  whom th e  s tra n g o  c ir ­
cum stances w ere re la ted , and who w en t im m ediately to  
the sp ot, in com pany with M r -M o ir . M r  M a e g rcg o r  
having satisfied him self o f  th e  ex is te n ce  o f  th e  skeleton, 
returned to  B a n ff  and g av e in form ation to  th e  P ro cu ra to r  
F isc a l ; and n e x t  m orn in g  he re tu rn e d  and took charge  
of the bones.

The sp ot w h ero th e  rem ain s w o re 'th u s  so stran g ely  
found, as w e have alread y  said, is n early  a m ile to  the  
west o f W h iteh ills . T h e  grou nd is in clined to  bo m ossy, 
and a t  a  sp ot w h ere th e  sk eleton  w as in te rre d , has a  
uiossy loam  from  1 8  to  2 0  in ch es deep, b en eath  which  
th ere is a  h ard  shingly bo tto m . B esid es- th e  p lace  
would ap p ear to  have been a t  op e tim e used in th o  m an­
ufacture o f  kelp— th e  stoncB which w ere  tu rn e d  up 
bearing th o  m ark s o f  having been ch a rre d  by fire. 
M edical m en who have seen  th e  bones a re  said to  be 
under th e  im pression th a t  th e y  a re  th ose o f  a  full-grow n  
m an ; and th ey  likew ise in fer from  th e  s ta g e  o f  decom po­
sition in w hich th e y  e x is t th a t  th ey  m ay have lain up­
wards o f forty  years.

* *  # # * * * * * •
B u t w h at ab o u t th e  very extrao rd in ary  train  ol even ts  

which led to  th e  d iscovery ? T I o w  did th is m an, proba­
bly unborn a t  th e  tim e th e  body w as placed  in the  
gro u n d ; with on ly  a  sh o rt residence in th e  q u arter, with 
which he waB previou sly  to tally  unacquainted w ith no 
knowledge o f  th e  local history o f the place, beyond w hat 
little in form ation he m ay liavo received from  residents  
— how, we ask , w as th e  im pression so vividly conveyed  
to this m an ’s  m ind th ro u g h  th e  chan n el o f  a dream  a  
dream  fulfilled in its  m in u test d e t a i l s T h i s  is a ques­
tion for th e  philosopher— a  question for th ose who pre­
tend to  look sco rn fu lly  upou th e  po rten tiou sn ess ol 
dream s. I t  has un doubtedly m any paralells o r  eases  
nearly paralell in h is to r y ; b u t o ccu rrin g  in th is en­
lightened co u n try , and in th is  in telligen t ago— an ago  
th a t preten ds to  be ab le  to  a c co u n t fo r  every  phenom ena  
in n atu re— w e w ould n atu rally  e x p e c t th a t som e one  
will be found w ho ca n , o r  th in k s he can , explain  th e  
cause  ol w h at is a n  undoubted  effect.

[  1 he cause to as and to spiritualists generally, is simple 
enough, the spirit ot the murdered man, or perhaps the remorseful 
murderer hovering round the scene ot the crime, discovered in M r. 
Moir a susceptibility ot impression, and being desirious that the 
occuri cnee should be brought to light, has persistently impressed 
him for that purpose, there is very little  doubt but that, if the 
spirit who impressed him was allowed the opportunity the whole 
facts of * be case would be revealed. E d. II. L .

M R . T Y E R M A N ’S  L E C T U R E S .

M r T yerm an ’s  lectu res  a t  th e  T u rn  V erein  H all, u n d er  
th e  ausp ices o f  th e  V ictorian A ssociation o f  progressive  
S p iritu alists, (w hich w ere in terru p ted  by th a t gen tle­
m an’s illness) w ere resum ed on th e  7 th  o f  A p ril, and  
have continu ed to  a t t r a c t  good aud ien ces. In th e  last 
tw o L e c tu re s  M r Tyerm an analysed and an sw ered  th e  
leading objections to  spiritualism  in a  m asterly  and  
tellin g m anner, w an t o f  space preven ts o u r  re p o rtin g  
th em  in lull. W e  have m uch p leasu re in inform ing  
ou r read ers th at M r T yerm an has acce p te d  a  six  m onths  
en gagem en t to  le c tu re  fo r  tho association.

$cuicic.
T H E  S P I R I T U A L  P I L G R I M . •

Su ch is th e  ti tle  o f  one o f  th o  m ost in terest m g Biog- 
grap h ics wo have-ever. read . Tho busy eventful life o f  
th e  subject o f  i t  (M r . J a s .  M. Peeb les) affords ato p ic scope  
fo r  th e  a u th o r to  build upon, and ho app ears to  have  
m ade good use o f  th e  m aterial a t  his com m and, and  
linked to g e th e r  th e  various life p ictu res and even ts o f  
his h ero ’s ca re e r  so harm oniously-as to  bring the reader  
in to  clo se  rap p o rt with th e  Pilgrim , who is certain ly  
one o f th o  m o st rem arkable m en o f  tho tim e. O r­
dained a t  th e  ag o  o f  tw enty y ears  a  m in ister o f  tho U ni- 
versalist C h u rch , his life since lias been one continual 
cou rse  o f  activ e  labour for hum anity. F irs t , as  tho  
p asto r o f  L ib era l un iversalist con gregation s, then for 
som e six  y e a rs , p asto r o f  a F r e e  C hu rch , com posed o f  
U n itarian s, Q u ak ers, S p iritu alists, and U n ivcrsalists, a t  
B a ttle  C reek— when powerful spiritual im pressions in­
du ced him to  sever his con n ection  with th e  ch u rch  and  
tak e  th e  F ie ld  as  a  L e c tu re r  on Spiritualism  an d  
kindred sub jects. H e  lias lectu red  in all b u t th ro e s ta te s  o f  
th e  A m erican  union, and w herever he has done so he has 
been invited to  re tu rn , l i e  has also  lectu red  in Canada  
and variou s p a rts  o f  E n glan d , and travelled  in F ran ce , 
G erm an y, I ta ly , a n d  tho F a s t, gath erin g and diffusing 
knowledge on his path, has m ixed w ith all ran k s o f  
society  from  th e  co tta g e r  to  th e  P rin ce , and seem s equally  
a t  hom e w ith them  all. T he ch arm  o f  tho work is in th e  
n atu raln ess o f  th e  ch a ra cte r  and actio n s o f  tho subject 
o f it , a  c h a ra c te r  so sim ple and y e t  so ra re . I n  view  o f  
M r  Peeb les, in tended visit to  th ese shores, i t  is a  book 
th a t  should-bo read  by all who tak e a n - in te r e s t  in tho  
su b ject which it is tho ob ject o f  his visit to  B ring m ore  
prom in ently before th e  public.

L O N D O N  D I A L E C T I C A L  S O C IE T Y .

R e p o b t  o f  S u b - C o m m i t t t k k  N o .  2  o n  S x- i b i t o a l  

M a n i f k s t a t i o n s .

G en tlem en,— "W e, one o f th e  Sub-com m ittees ap­
pointed by you for th e  purposo o f  p ractically  acq u ain t­
ing ourselves, if  possible, w ith th e  above-nam ed pheno­
m ena, beg leave to  rep o rt as  follow s.-—
1. — T h at wo have held num erous m eetin gs a t th e  houses

o f  M essrs, A -------and B --------,  m em bers o f  y o u r  sub­
com m ittee and o f  tho D ialectical Society.

2 . — T h a t th e  said M essrs A — —and B ---- w ere en tire
s tr a n g e r s *  to  th e  m anifestations in question and  
scep tical o f  th e  Ph enom ena g en erally , and th a t  no 
m eetin gs in conn ection  w ith th e  su b ject bad been 
previously bold in e ith er o f  th e ir  houses.

3 . — T h a t, in addition to  th e  M em bers o f  y o u r  Su b-com ­
m ittee , th e  wives o f  M essrs. A ------- and B  —  took
p art a t  such m eetings, as did also  M r C — -a b roth er  
o f one o f  y o u r Sub com m ittee.

4 . — T h a t ou r m eetin gs w ore held w ith o u t th o  aid o r
presence o f  an y  professed m edium s (so -ca lled ) and  
u n d er circu m stan ces th a t precluded tho possibility  
o f trick o r deception. ,

5 . — T h a t, for th e  purposo o f  a  seance, wo alw ays  
assem bled in th e  evening and seated  ourselves aroun d

• -1 he spiritual I’tltfrlm. a Biography ol Jomt» M. 1’ocOiu Uj J ,  O. Bui« I , 
Boston, Wm. Wluto AGo. 1871.
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a  dinin g-tablo upon which w e lightly placed ou r hands, 
en g agin g  in conversation.

6 .  — T h a t th e  room s in which w e woro so assem bled were 
lighted by gas, aqfl we usu ally com m enced w ith a 
full supply o f  Hgl)t, which, if afterw ard s occasionally  
red u ced , w as alw ays suflicient to  enable us to  read  o r  
w rite  w ith ou t difficulty.

7 .  — T h a t th e  phenom ena term ed  “ rapping,” “ table- 
rapping ” and “ tab le-m oving ” o ccu rre d  a t  ou r first, 
and a t  m any subsequent m eetings.

8 . — T h a t th e  table-m oving referred  to  w as in the  
n a tu re  o f  heaving, oscillation, o r  tip p in g ; th e  table  
often m oving in an y  direction  suggested.

9 .  — T h at, d u rin g such m ovem ents ou r hands w ere som e­
tim es rem oved from  th e  tab le alto g eth er w ithout 
ab atin g  th e  phenom ena, and th a t  a t  all tim es wo w ere  
carefu l n o t to  induce any m ovem ents by e ith er m uscu­
lar actio n  o r  pressure.

1 0 . — T h a t “  tab le-m o v in g "  ceased, o r  nearly  ceased, 
a f te r  o u r  first few m eetin gs, ap p aren tly  in favour o f  a  
rapping phenom ena.

1 1 . — T h at th e  rappings in question did n o t alw ays p ro ­
ceed from  th e  tab le, b u t som etim es from th e  lloor, the  
walls, and th e  ceiling ; frequently from  p a rts  o f  th e  
room  suggested  by th ose p resen t— but n o t alw ays.

1 2 . — T h a t th e  raps had a  sound distinctive and distin­
guishable, app earing to  be in  ra th e r  than on th e  sub­
stan ce  from  w hence th ey  p ro ce e d e d ; som etim es, 
how ever, they sounded like d etonation s in th e  air.

1 3 . T h a t when wo occasionally, by way o f  experim ent, 
m ade series o f  rap s in rhythm ical o rd er upon th e  table, 
and asked th a t  th e  rh yth m s should be im itated , ou r  
req u ests w ere com plied with by responsive rap s exactly  
im itatin g th e  rhythm s prescribed.

14 . — T h a t ou r experien ce in reg ard  to  th e  ph enom ena  
wo w itnessed ap p ears gen erally  to  bo corrob orativ e o f

. th e  statem en ts o f  m any o f  th e  w itnesses exam in ed  by  
you upon th e  subject, to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  such  
phenom ena have, o r  app ear to  have a basis o f  in telli­
gence.

15 . — T h a t this intelligence w as p rin cip ally  m anifested  
(a )  by replies m ore o r less p ertin en t, a n d  som etim es 
m ost unexpected in th e ir  ch a ra cte r, to  o u r  spoken and  
audible questions, (A) by original com m unications  
m ade to us/as herein after m entioned.

1 6 . — T h a t such replies and com m unications w ere m ade  
by m eans o f rap s given w hen th e  alp hab et was pointed  
to , le tte r  by le tte r, o r  spoken b y one o f th e  p arty — it  
having been previously understood tliitt. th reo  raps  
should signify “ yes,”  tw o “ doubtful,” and o n e  “ n o .” 
This a rran g em en t, however, som etim es w as a ltered  by  
way o f  test, b u t w ithout disturbing th e  a ccu racy  of 
th e  replies.

1 7 . — T h a t th rou gh  the p rocess detailed in th e  foregoing  
clause \vc presum ably established occasional com ­
m unication with a  nu m b er o f spirits, o r  in telligen ces, 
annouucod. to  bo such by them selves, m any o f  whom  
stated  th W  w ere,,conn ected  in various d eg rees o f  re- 
lation sh iffto  certain  m em bers o f ou r p a rty  for whom  
th ey  professed a  friendly regard .

1 8 . — 'J InitT such presum ed spirits displayed d istin ct  
individualities, each  having a  m nnncr p ccu lin r to  
itself, and rapping delicately , em phatically , o r  delib­
erately , as  th e  case  m igh t be, expressing as  i t  w ere  
ch aracter, mood and tem per,

16-— T h a t when wo a ttem p ted  to  sliqrten th e  process  
o f com m unication detailed in d an se  N o . 1 6 , by 
an ticip atin g  w ords o r phrases which wo th o u g h t w ere  
intended, w m frequently found ou r anticipation s em ­
phatically jieg ativ ed  in favou r o f  m ore app ropriate  
expressions o r  o f  w ords o f  a  different signification  
a lto g d  her. F o r  illu stration s upon th is p oin t wo refer  
y o u  to  th e  stances  rep orted  in elauso N o 39 .

2 0 .— T h a t in telligen ce was fu rth e r m anifested by th e  
occasional d icta tio n  to  u s .p f  special conditions for our 
thon observance, su ch , for in stan ce, as req u estin g us 
to  s i t  in a  different order a t  th e  tablo ; req u irin g one  
o r m o re  to  s it aw ay from  i t ;  asking fo r  a n  in crease or  
dim inution o f  light, o r  fo r  th e  app oin tm ent o f  som e 
p a rticu la r  porsons to  ask q u estion s; d irectin g  us to  
link o r  unlink o u r  han ds ; to  bo m oro q u ie t in  our 
co n v e rsa tio n ;  to  avoid disp utation , &c.

2 1 . — T h a t on o u r  com pliance w ith  such directions the 
m anifestations w ere  in variab ly  intensified.

2 2 . — T liat w e a re  convinced o f  th e  ob jective character 
o f th e  phenom ena from  finding th a t  persons sceptical 
ns to  th e  ex isten ce  th e re o f  in variab ly  confirmed our 
own exp erien ces even w hen su d d en ly  introduced 
during th e  p rog ress o f  a  seance. A s  a  caso  in point, 
we in stan ce th a t w hen one o f  o u r  s ittin g s  w ere far 
advanced and th e  p h enom en a o f  table-inoving and 
rap p in g w ere in full op eration , w e s e n t for a  neighbour 
to  w itness th em . H e  cam e im m ed iately , th e  manifes­
ta tio n s con tin u in g w ith o u t b reak  o r  in terru p tio n , and 
presen tin g to  him  th e  sam e a s p e c t th a t  th ey  did to 
ourselves, n o tw ith stan d in g th a t  he a t  an y  ra te  must 
have been free  from  a n y  a n te ce d e n t infiuencc, 
m esm eric o r otherw ise.

2 3 .  — T h a t as a  fu rth e r evidence o f  th e  ob jectiv ity  o f the
phenom ena, w e re p o rt th a t  m an ifestatio n s have 
o ccu rred  to  us sp on tan eou sly  up on  occasion s when we 
had n o t assem bled fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  a  séance, and 
w ere n o t sealed  .arou n d  an y  tab lo . "We instance (1st) 
th a t one even in g w hen som e o f  th e  m em bers o f  your 
su b -com m ittee w ere assem bled a t  th e  house o f Mr 
,\ ------- , n o t, how ever, w ith an y  in ten tio n  o f  then in­
v estigatin g  th e  p h enom en a, th e  con v ersation  turned 
upon a  scan a :  la te ly  held by som e o f  th e  members of 
y o u r g en eral co m m ittee , a t  w hich M r s  M arshall had 
been p resen t, and w hen rap s h ad  p ro ceed ed  from the 
pianoforte. W h ile  wo w ere  d iscu ssin g  th e  genuine­
ness o f  those raps, th e  s trin g s  o f  M r  A — —1s pianoforte 
suddenly and sim u ltan eou sly  v ib rated , although no 
person w as n e a r th e  in stru m en t. A s  th ese  sounds 
w ere tw ice o r th rice  rep eated , followed by raps, and 
w ere  to o  sonorous to  be acco u n ted  fo r  by any vibration 
o f th e  house o r  room , w o im m ed iately  exam ined the 
in stru m en t in tern ally  an d  e x te rn a lly  w ith g re a t care, 
but w ithout discovering a n y  ca u se  fo r  th e  sounds pro­
duced ; and even a f te r  su ch  exam in atio n , raps pro­
ceeded from  th e  in stru m en t a t  in terv als  during the 
r e s t  o f th e  evening. T h  is w as th e  on ly  occasion when 
phenom ena o th e r th an  “ rap p in g  o r  “ tab le-m oving” 
o ccu rred  to  y o u r su b -com m ittee , aiid wo think it 
r ig h t to  add tl ia t  no c ircu m stan ce  o f th e  kind liad 
e v er before o r  h as sin ech ap p en ed  in  M r  A — ’s  house. 
(2 n d  )  T h a t upon an o th er o ccasio n  som e tim e alter  
w e had conclu ded a  séance, and w hile w e w ere taking 
refresh m en ts, th e  rap p in gs re tu rn e d  w ith g re a t vigour, 
procecdinjv sim ultaneou sly  from  v ario u s p a rts  o f  the 
room . O n ask in g th e  presum od in te ll ig e n ce s  their 
nam es, th e y  inform ed us in  rep ly  th a t  th e y  w ere tho 
spirits who h ad been in com m u n ication  w ith  us during 
th e  evening, and th a t  th e y  w ore in a  hap py and m erry  
m ood, and did n o t c a re  to  leave us. O n e o f  ou r party 
jo cu larly  d ran k  to  th e ir  h ealth , and ask ed  th em  to  re ­
spond, which th e y  did b y  vo lleys o f  rap s , indicative as 
th e y  inform ed us o f  la u g h te r  and fellow ship. Each  
u ltim ately  bade us good n ig h t b y a  succession  o f raps, so 
as  to  speak, in p ersp ectiv e , b ein g  a t  th e  com m encem ent 
loud and rapid, b u t grad u ally  dim inishing in force and 
in creasin g  in in terval u n til o u t o f  hearin g. These 
raps, w e should s ta te , w ere  m o re  lik e  detonations in 
th o  a ir  th an  th e  re su lt  o f  p ercu ssion  on  an y  h ard  sub­
stan ce.

2 4 .  — T h a t w e in stan ce  as  fu rth e r  evid en ces o f  tho 
sp on tan iety  o f  th e  phenom ena, th a t  frequently^ em­
p h atic  raps o ccu rre d  by w ay o f  a sse n t to , o r dissent 
from , rem ark s m ado b y y o u r S u b -co m m ittoo to  each 
o th e r. T h u s, a t  a  s ittin g  d u rin g  w h ich  th e  rap s had 
been un usually  sonorous and flu en t, o n e  o f  th e  party  
ask ed  th e  presum ed sp irit th e n  in com m u n ication  to  
s ta te  w hen lie died, h u t no an sw er w as re tu rn ed , not­
w ithstan din g th e  question w as som ew h at porsistently  
rep eated . This a p p aren tly  a b ru p t term in atio n  to  tho 
m ost successful séance  w e h ad  y e t  had,- c o s t us much 
surprise, and w e w ere con versin g u p o n  tho subject, 
w hen it  w as rem ark ed  th a t  as th e  p resu m ed  intelli­
g en ces  claim ed to  bo S p iritu al, th e y  pdobably rejected  
th e  app lication  o f  su ch  a  te rm  as  d eath  to  themselves 
o r  th e ir  s ta te  o f  ex is te n ce , i t  b ein g  lik ely  th a t what­
e v er im p ort d eath  m igh t lie to  th e  body, i t  w ould, as
con cern in g  th e  sp irit, b e  th e  co n tin u atio n  o f  life under 
a  n ew  form . S carce ly  h ad  th o  sp eak er concluded,
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when loud rape ag ain  soun ded from  th e  ta b le , such being  
given, as wo w ere inform ed, b y  w ay o f  a ssen t to  the  
rem arks ju s t  m ade. A risin g  o u t o f  th is , a  conversation  
o f  g re a t in terest took p lace  betw een ourselves and the 
presum ed in tellig en ces . D eath , w e w ere  inform ed was 
so far aB th e  body w as co n cern ed , o f  com paratively  
trivial im port, b u t a s  re g a rd e d  th e  sp irit, i t  w as a  birtii 
into new exp erien ces  o f  ex isten ce  ; th a t  sp irit-life  was 
in every  re sp e ct hu m an ; th a t  friehdly iu terco u rse  and 
com panionship w ere  as  com m on and as  pleasurable in 
spirit-life as  on e a r th  ; th a t  alth ou gh  sp irits  took g re a t  
in te re st in e a rth ly  affairs, th ey  had no wish to  retu rn  
t o  th eir form er s ta te  o f  e x is te n c e ; th a t com m u nication  
with earth ly  frien ds w as pleasu rab le, an d  desired  by 
spirits, being in ten d ed  as  a  p ro o f  to  th e  fo rm er of th e  
con tin u an ce o f  life, n otw ith stan d in g  bodily dissolution; 
th at spirits claim ed n o  p rop h etic  pow er. W o  w ere  
fu rth er inform ed th a t th e  tw o ladies in o u r  p a rty  w ere  
m edium s, and th a t o th ers  o f  ou r p a rty  w ere m edium istic, 
and m ight in tim e develop in to  m edium s ; th a t  our 
»tance* would im p rove b y  being held periodically and  
frequently ; th a t th e y  cou ld  n o t s ta te  th e  re su lt o f  
stances w ith re fe re n ce  to  h ealth , o r give us an y  infor­
mation o f  in variable ap p lication  as  to  cond itions ; th a t  
disputation am o n g st ou rselves a t  a  sta nce  w as a  dis­
tu rb ing elem en t, b u t th a t  th e y  liked jo k in g  and fun  
occasionally ; th a t th e y  knew  th e  D ialectical S o ciety , 
and w ere in terested  in its  in vestigation o f  Spiritu alism , 
but th a t th ey  did n o t know  w h eth er su ch  in vestigation  
would have an y  good resu lt.

25 . — T liat th e  in dép endan ce o r  ob jectiv ity  o f  th e  in telli­
gence reg u la tin g  th e  ph enom ena ap p ears to  bo 
evidenced by th e  f a c t  th a t  wo have freq u en tly  received  
answ ers and com m u n ication s u n exp ected  in th eir  
ch a ra cte r. F o r  in stan ce , w e on ce  inquired by w ay of 
te s t w here a  lady o f  ou r acq u ain tan ce th en  was, she 
being a t  th a t  tim e in B o lto n . I n  rep ly , th e  word  
“ in ” w as rap p ed  o u t a n d  th e n  th e  l e t t e r “ b .” This 
so far was sa tisfa cto ry , b u t as  th o  n e x t le tte r  given  
was “ e,”  wo regard ed  th e  an sw er as a failu re. G oing  
on, how ever, w ith  th e  alp h ab et, “ d ” w as o u r  n e x t '  
le tter, and th is w e w ere  to ld  com p leted  th e  senten ce. 
I t  being th e n  p a s t  tw elve o’clock  a t  n ig h t, th o  oppo­
siteness o f th e  re p ly  “ in bed ”  elicited  som e 
m errim ent, w hich w as responded to  by a  series o f  raps. 
W e  th en  gave th e  nam es o f  c e rta in  tow ns, and asked  
in which on e o f  th em  th e  lady was stay in g . ¿\s each  
town was nam ed, w e g o t  a  single n eg ativ e raj), until 
we gave B o lto n , w hen wo im m ed iately received th ree  
raps indicative o f  “  Y e s .” I t  also happened a t  this 
stance  th a t  w hile w e w ere s ittin g  a t  a  heavy dining- 
table w ith o u r  han ds linked (in  com pliance w ith a  re ­
quest m ade to  us b y on e o f  th e  presum ed sp irits ), one  
o f us ask ed  a n o th e r  spirit, th en  in com m unication  
w hether i t  h ad  sufficient p o w er to  m ovo th o  table. 
T he alp h ab et w as asked for, and th e  w ord s sp elt o u t  
w ere “ unlink h an d s.”  W o  h ad sca rce ly  ob eyed the  
in stru ction  w hen th o  tab lo  lu rch ed  roun d suddenly, 
violently fo rcin g  som e o f  th e  p a rty  o u t o f  th eir  
chairs. T h is sp ir it claim ed to  b e  th a t  o f  an  acq u ain t­
ance who had la te ly  lo s t his life by a  railw ay accid en t  
in A m erica , a n d  w ho, w hen living, w as o f  a  sportive  
disposition, and fond o f  fe a ts  o f  s tren g th . H e  first 
announced his p résen ces a t  o u r  stances  by a  som ew hat 
u n p arliam en tary  te rm  o f  badinage th a t ho and his 
com panions had b een  in th e  hab it o f  using tow ards  
each oth er, and w hen ask ed  to  w hich o f  tw o friends 
he applied th e  te rm , answ ered “ b o th .” H e  objectod  
to  m aking origin al com m unications, b u t being urged  
for, a t  la s t rep lied  by giving th e  m essage, “  T ell my
b roth er J ------- 1  have visited you,”  i t  being som ew hat
singular th a t  th e  b ro th e r in  question a  few days p re­
viously h ad m u ch  ridicu led  th e  phenom ena.

26 . — T h a t we, y o u r  S u b -co m m ittee, did n o t su cced  in 
ascertain in g an y  specific conditions th a t  would com ­
m and th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  th e  phenom ena— thoso th at  
appeared to  be n ecessary  on one occasion  seem ing to  
be superfluous o n  an o th er, w hile a t  m any consecutive  
m eetings th e  d u e  ob servan ce b y  u b  o f all th e  presum ed  
conditions w ith in  o u r  exp erien ce  failed entirely. 
U p on  th is su b je ct, how ever, w e sub m it th e  following  
clauses b y w av o f  analysis.

27- T he phenom ena w ere principally m anifested  under  
th e  conditions o r  circu m stan ces specified in clauses  
N o s. 5 ,  6 , and 2 0  o f  th is R e p o rt, we having under  
su ch  conditions obtained m anifestations in various 
room s o f  th e  houses in which w e m et and a t  several 
tables, th re e  o f  th e  la tte r  being dining-room  tab les o f  
full size ; th e  a tten d an ce  upon such occasion s varving  
from  five to  seven m em bers. T he m anifestations  
appeared generally to  be aided on ou r p a r t  —

(a .)  B y  orderliness in th e  con d u ct o f  th e  stan ces.
( 6.)  B y a qu iet, b u t n o t p articu larly  passive  

dem ean o u r and conversation.
(c .)  B y  q u ietu de in th o  house in which wo 

assem bled, we failing som etim es to  obtain  
phenom ena early  in th e  evening, b u t obtaining  
th em  la te r , w hen th e  servan ts had re tire d  and 
dom estic noises had ceased.

(if.) B y  a  som ew hat m oderate supply o f  light.
O n th e  o th e r hand, we h av e  occasionally had pow erful 
m anifestations— w hen seated  away from  th e  tablo—  
w hen observing no o rd er o r  cerem ony when engaged  
in anim ated  conversation— w hen in d u lgin g  in lau gh ter  
and m errim en t— w hen o rd in ary  household business 
w as in p rog ress— and, w ith a  full supply o f  light.

2 8 - — T h a t som etim es, w ithout any p erceivab le change  
o f  conditions th e  m anifestations becam e faint and  
rapidly died away, ap p aren tly  beyond roeal, thus  
closin g o u r  stance  ; while upon o th e r  occasions, with­
o u t any p articu lar re g a rd  by us to  conditions, tho 
m anifestations continued stro n g  and vigorous, wo 
ourselves being obliged to  break u p  th e  s ittin g s, 
w hich usually lasted  from  one hour to tw o hours and  
a-half.

20 .— T h at, ns relatin g  to  th o  su b ject o f  conditions, we 
have noted th o  following facts  :—

( a .)  T h a t wo invariably failed to  obtain th e  phe­
nom ena in th e  dark.

(b .)  T h a t a t  ou r few tria ls  by daylight we invariably  
failed to  obtain m anifestations.

(c .)  T h a t we invariably failed to  obtain m anifesta­
tions w ithout th e  presence o f  the tw o ladies in 
ou r party .

(d .) T h a t ou r com pliance with conditions' d ictated  
to  us b y th o  presum ed spirits invariably in ten ­
sified th o  m anifestations a t  tho tim e. (S ee  
clauses N os. 2 0  and 2 1 .)

3 0 .  — T h a tw e h a v c  n o t discovered any con d ition s identical 
w ith th ose ordinarily doemed n ecessary  to  th e  produc-

' tio n  o f  th e  so-called electro-biologic o r  m esm eric phe­
nom ena— b u t often  th o  roverse. T hu s wo m ay 
s t a t e :—

(a .)  T h a t in ten tn ess o r desire for tho m anifesta­
tions (a s  p rep ara to ry  processes) fa r  m ore fre ­
quently prefaced failure than success, wo com ­
m only finding th a t thoso stances  w ere tho m ost 
successful a t  which th e  phenom ena occu rred  
im m ediately, o r  alm ost im m ediately wo seated  
ourselves a t  th e  table.

( b. )  T h at, as  detailed in clause N o . 2 3 , tho ph e­
nom ena som etim es occu rred  to  us spontaneously  
and unsought.

(c .)  T h a t no influences existed a t  ou r sta nces  th a t  
im paired ou r powers o f  observation o r discrim ­
in ation, inasm uch as  th e  rem em b ran ce o f  each  
person p resen t th e re a t as  to  w h at had taken  
p lace invariably accord ed with tho exp erien ce  
o f  all th e  others, and w as fu rth er corrob orated  
b y th o  n otes to k en  a t  th o  tim e, as  well as  by 
independent testim on y. (S ee clauso N o. 2 2 .)

3 1 , _T h a t w h atever m ight be th e  force o r  ] ow er em ­
ployed in th e  m anifestations, o r  w h atever th e  condi- 
ditions u n d er which th ese m anifestations took place, 
we freq uently  n o ted  th a t th ero  app eared  to  bo a desire  
to  conserve o r econom ise su ch  force o r  p o w e r ; for 
exam p le .—

(« .)  W e  rare ly  ob tain ed second replies to  ques­
tions already answ ered, even w hen w e in verted  
such questions for th e  purpose.

(T o  be continued,)
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C o u n tr y  A g e n t s :—
Castlem aine—-H . B am ford , B u ll S treet. 
S a n d h u rst— T . C. Soutliam , V iew  Point. 
P leasant C reek — Jan . M 'L e a n .

A gen ts wanted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

W .  U .  T Z E J U E N / X -,

IM P O R T E R  o f Spiritual and Progressive L ite ra tu re .
9G Russell Street, has on S ale  th e  la te st w orks on 

Spiritu alism — M agazines, N ew spapers, English and  
A m erican — P lan eh cttes  from  2s. each, p o stage  4d. 
C atalo gu es sen t on  application.

s  J 3  w  i  asr a -  m a  c h i n B b

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S  I  3ST <3- ZED IR , ’ S
N E W  N O I S E L E S S

LOCK-STITCH SEWIHG MACHINE
T h e  B es t  in  the W orld ,

At

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

STANF ORD & CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  &  R U S S E L L  ST R EE T S

MELBOURNE.

P H O T O - A R T.
B A T C H  E L D E R  A ND  CO.,

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,
( E s t a b l is h e d  1854),

E x e c u t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  i n  n i l  s t y l e s  o f  P o r t r a i t u r e — P l n i n ,  c o l o u r e d ,  o r  M e z z o t i n t — o n  M o d e r a t e  T e r m s .  S p e c i m e n s  a t  a d d r e s s ,  

4 1  C O L L I N S  S T R E B T  B A H TC O L L I N S 1 T H . E B T

MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS
D evoted  to  Spiritualism , A c., on sale a t

W . H . T E R R Y 'S  B ook  D ep ot, 9G R ussell S t ., M elb ourne

Spiritual Magazine. Lond on, M on th ly . lOd. each, 
9s. p er dozen.

Human Nature. G lasgow , M on thly. lOd. each , 9s. 
p er dozen.

The Medium and Daybreak. A  L o n d on  W eek ly  
P ap er. M ail copies p rice  3d .. Ship d itto , 2d.

T h e  (London) Spiritualist. A  M on th ly  P ap er, co n ­
tainin g in terestin g  m atter . P rid e  Gd.

The Banner of Light. T he leading A m erican  S p irit­
ual P ap er, con tain s 4 0  colum ns o f well w ritten  
A rticles, L e ctu re s , F a c ts , E xp erien ces , and gen eral 
in terestin g m atter . W e e k ly  Gd., p er anm . 25s.

N .B .— B a ck  num bers o f  B an n er o f  L ig h t 3d. p e r  copy.

M R S. LANG'S N E W  PATENT ECONOMICAL

DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.
P R I C E S  I N  M E L B O U R N E :

C O S T L Y  3 7 » .  0 0 .  E A C H .
DBINQ THE

C h e a p e s t  o f  a l l  W A S H I N G  M A C H I N E S ,
O N  A N  E N T I R E L Y  N E W  P R I N C I P L E .

I f  tw o T reaties aro required, price 7a . 6d. e x tra .

I t  saves time, saves labour, save soap, saves f u e l ,  saves 
wafer, saves th e  clothes, and washes th em  very c lea r  and  
q u ite  clean. N o  friction  is em p lo yed : n o injurious  
chem icals aro  required : soap alone is used and cold w ater.
The Washing Apparatus without trestles is alt that is  essential: 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The trestles arc re­
quired where there is no table.

P R I N T E D  T E S T I M O N I A L S  S E N T  F R E E  B Y  P O S T .  

J A M E S  M c E W A N  &  C o ., E l iz a b e th  S t . .  M e lb o u rn e .

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  A C A D E M Y ,
C O R N E R  O F  N IC H O L S O N  & G E R T R U D E  ST S .,

FOR

Y o u n g  L a d ie s  a n d  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n .

This Institution is Conducted by

M R -  IM : .A . 1ST 1ST S  ,
A ssisted  by C om p eten t T e a ch e rs ; and is Established with  
th e  view ot supplying w h at is fe lt to  be one o f  th e  G reat  
W a n ts  o f th e  A ge, nam ely, an  Educational E sta blish ­
m ent o f  a  S ecu la r Character, n o t teaching an y  C reed n o r  
D ogm a, b u t in cu lcatin g  principles o f  M orality , and culti- 
vatin g  a  tru e  sen se o f  H o n o r. V acancies for B oard ers. 

T e r m s  M o d e ra te .
Prospectus forwarded on application to Principal.

J.  T Y E R M A N
I s  p rep ared  to  L e c tu r e  on  S p iritu alism  in an y  p art of 
th e  colony. A d d ress—
U p to n  C o tta g e , B r i e r l y  S t r e e t ,  C a r l to n , M elb ou rn e.

CrOHUST R O S IE R

PREMIER BOOT MANUFACTURER,
( P a r  E x c e lle n c e ) ,

4 5  L I T T L E  C O L L I N S  S T R E E T  E A S T ,

T h r e e  d o o r s  f r o m  S w a n s t o n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  

4 0  L I T T L E  C O L L I N S  S T R E E T  W E S T ,

O n e  d o o r  f r o m  Q u e e n  S t r e e t ,

A i t E L B O T J i a i T E .

Sole P a te n te e  o f th e  C an terb u ry  B u ck jrrB o o t , registered 
according to  A c t o f  Parliam ent», 187% 'y  ’

TO TOURISTS AND PEDESTRIANS GENERALLY.
« « » J? 1.0  S ’*®?? °5 2  ca,J tako w ilh hiifcon a  tram p is a  well-fitting and
sound imirST Boots. O f such n othin* a t  present made surpasses R o s ie r ’« 
T o u r  B o o t s .  All tho best principles of J .  I t ’s attainm ents in tho art of 
Boot-m akin* are lavished upon their production. The low broad and *ub» 
S E 2 .  i !?’ ‘. i 0 “lrai«h t direction for tho great toes, suitable width of 
thread and depth a t the roots of the little  toes aro th e  principal point* of 
m ting , thus providing for the a n a t o m i c a l  requirem ents o f tho foot w h en  

,T ?, i ^ e u w o f  leather and workmanship may be added the 
° I  , '«hlnC83. with strength, am ply sufficient to  ensure ««»■ 

BcloctetLnd elldurll,g Wcar> Prices varying from 2 5 a .  according to  style*

TO THE LADIE8.
d,ovo£ f  8l>ccial attention to  tho m anufacture of ladies wear, a *  ro- 

pards s t y l e ,  f i t ,  and m a t e r i a l .  J .  tt. has the pleasure to  intimate that 
^ T anf cmo"5  for lho Production of the n e w  s t y l e  o f  S h o e s  now *®Cll 111 (lemnnn are enm hLua  . .. „nmuen in demand, aro complete in all details. „  .

Vmäa Hunti“s  “ d JockeJ BooU-
h .  .ii,rd' ra frnm * " ?  xdjacont Colonies attended to  as usual, and forward«!

u p  cou|Ary oommanda also punctually attended

bZ *• Co-. “  tbeir Offlco, 106 Blliabctta Street, Mclbomw.
South Melbourne1'  W " H'  T e rrJ’ Published by h im  a t *« Russell S U est,


