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T h e le tte rs  on  Spiritu alism , a n d  th e  discussion co n se­

quent, which have la te ly  ap p eared  in th e  opon colu m n s  

o f the A r g u s , prom ise to  fulfil a ll  th e  good and im p o rtan t  

purposes which wo hoped fo r  an d  e x p e cte d  in  th e ir  

publication. J .  S. h as  evidenced th e  ad v an tag e  o f  b rin g ­

ing to th e  con sid eration  o f  th e  su b je ct h, c le a ro r m ind , a  

riper knowledge, an d  a  q u ick er p e rce p tio n  by a n  in com ­

parable d egree, th a n  a n y o f  th e  co n tro v ersial com b atan ts. 

This w ell-fitted d efend er o f  S p iritu alism  h as lim ited  him ­

self (as one o f  th e  co rresp o n d en ts , “ O e a , ” re m a rk e d ) to  

advancing “ his ow n testim o n y  as  t o  th e  know ledge th a t  

had reached him , g iv in g  a t  th e  sam o tim o th e  b est 

explanation in his p o w er o f  th e  m ethod b y  which th a t  

knowledge h ad b een  o b tain ed .”  B y  ad o p tin g  and adh e­

ring to  th is cou rse , J .  S . h as  ta k e n  a  position unassailable  

by any fair w eapons o f  soun d lo g ic  o r  in telligen ce. N o  

answer has been given  to  th e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  th is  w itn ess, 

except gen eral assertio n s th a t  h e  is a lto g e th e r w rong, 

and th ese m oro o r  less  m ixed  w ith  stu p id  abusiveness  

and gm pty sn eerin g . H . G . T .,  th e  m o st ablo o f  th e  

opposing p a rty , w rites  lik e  a  m an  w eighed dow n w ith  

the consciousness th a t  his cau se  is  a  w eak one, and  

m erely p u ts  fo rw ard  c e rta in  m u sty  old view s to  which  

ho has acco rd ed  a  lazy ’an d  u n reflectin g  acq u iescen ce. 

A pem antus figures as  th e  sm all jo k e r  in th e  tro u p o , and  

like sm all porsons in  g en era l seem s possessed  o f  dispro­

portionate in trep id ity . V a in  an d  v io len t as  S ir  Jeffrey  

Hudson, and vo latile  as  M iss  M o w ch er, h e  is  probably  

th e  only m an o u tsid e  his sm all cliq u e w ho th in k s hiB 

le tters  o f  an y  r e a l  con seq u en ce to  th e  co n tro v e rsy . T he  

adversaries o f  S p iritu alism  m igh t im agin e som e gain  to  

th eir s tren g th  in  th e  co -o p era tio n  o f  a  professed funny  

Bmn, b u t i t  w ould h av e  b een  m o re  to  th e ir  a d v an tag e  if  

A p em an tus h ad n o t  sacrificed  so m u ch  ca n d o u r, and  

been so deficien t in  lo g ica l ab ility , w hen he cam e forw ard  
w ith his “ g ro u n d  a n d  lo fty  tu m b lin g ”  in  th e  p ages o f

th e  A r g u s ,  O f  com ic w ritin g  in g en eral w e m ake 

n o preten sion  to  bo ab le  to  ju d g e . T h ere  a re , how ever, 

different phases o f  fanciful h u m o u r; and m any p ersons  

p refer  th e  w it o f  E rasm u s to  th e  buffoonery o f  a  J a c k  

Pu dd ing, and will m ore adm ire th e  n e a t and d elicate  

d ialectic  sw ord-play o f  J .  S . th a n  th e  h ere-w e-are-again  

coarae  and clum sy faectiou su ess o f  A p em an tu s. W h e n  a  

flippant y o u n g  gen tlem an  on ce  said to  Sam  Joh n so n , 

“ w h at w ould y o u  give to  be as  lively as  I  am ,”  the  

D o cto r  politely replied th a t  he “  would alm o st con sen t  

to  be as  foolish. I f  th e  A r g u s  funny m an w ere to  rally  

u s  w ith such a  qu estion , wo a i e  afraid  th a t ,  in th e  roply  

m ade, w e should havo to  cedo th e  palm  o f  politeness to  

th e  g ro a t m oralist. N o  o th e r  le tte rs  opposed to  th e  

s ta tem en ts  o f  J .  S . ap p ear w o rth y  o f com m ent, e ith e r  as  

being b o  consp icuou sly  ab le  o r  so p re ten tio u sly  dull as  

th o se  w e have referred  to . A n  ed itorial deliverance in  

th e  A rg u s  o f  th e  1 7 th  ult. ap p ears to  su g g est a n  in clina­

tio n  to  pooh-pooh th e  w hole question for th e  p resen t. 

T h e re  is  a  p arliam en tary  u sage w hereby a  lead er o f  

deb ate  p u ts  u p , as  th o  p h rase  is, a  g o o d  o r in differen t 

sp eak er to  an sw er an y  a tta ck , ju s t  as  i t  happens to  bo 

consid ered  a n  im p o rtan t m a tte r  o r  n o t. O n th is  occasion  

th e  lead ing jo u rn al has n o t “ p u t u p  ”  a  b y a n y  m oans  

pow erful o r  effective w rite r  to  deal w ith th o  question, 

and th o  in feren ce  is a lm o st unavoidable t h a t  th o  editorial 

opinions on  th o  su b ject a r e  in suspense fo r  th o  p reson t.

W e  a ro  w ith o u t e ith er tim e o r  in clin ation  to  n o tice  

m o re fu lly  th o  garb led  slip-slop o f  th e  A rg u s  leading  

a rtic le , b u t i t  m ay bo as  well to  glance a t  its  logical im ­

b ecility . S ay s th o  scrib e, re fe rrin g  to  J .  S ., “  wo m ay  

w ell w onder th a t  a . gontlom an o f m o re  th a n  av erag e  

cu ltu re  and ability  should bo so read y  t o  a ttrib u te  any  

phenom ena h e  m ay w itness to  a n  ag en cy  which is com ­

m only spoken o f  ns su p ern atu ral, sim ply becau so ho 

ca n n o t a cco u n t for th em  o n  an y  know n grou nds. T h ere  

a re  m an y p h enom en a in  th e  p h ysical w orld  w hich i t  is 

im possible to  explnin. F o r  in stan ce, th e  ex is te n ce  o f  

th e  fo rce  o f  g rav ity  can  on ly  b e  in ferred  from  re su lts  

produced th e re b y .” J u s t  so , and in  like m an n er th o  

n a tu re  a n d  con d ition  o f  disem bodied sp irits  a re  inforred  

by J .  S ., n o t  on ly  from  w h at h e  h as  him self Been, ho ard , 

a n d  variou sly  exp erien ced , h u t from  th e  phenom ena  

observed by th ousan ds o f  m en  o f  th e  h igh est in te llectu al
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attainment« in all part« of the world—and which phe­
nomena are unaccounted for by any other theory than 
that of spirit agency, and are capable of being perfectly 
explained jiy it. Surely, J .  S. is as much warranted in 
believing} in the existence of that agency a« Sir Isaac 
Newton was in deducing the law of gravity. Both cause« 
arc equally the rational deductions from certain known 
effects.

The silly articles on Spiritualism that have appeared 
in the Telegraph may be briefly ditynissed. These are so 
obviously made up of foolish misrepresentation, wanton 
inaccuracies, and fallacious argument, that they will 
have no more influence on the question than on the bits 
of meat they are destined to envelop in the butchers’ 
shops—except by obscuring it for a very brief period. 
There is hope, however, through the law of development, 
even for the intelligent progression of such ns the 
Telegraph  writer. Within a few months lie will pro­
bably feel that ho has been very much in the wrong ; 
within n'yenr he may have it in his power to discover 
that Spiritualism is truth; and in time, (though many 
years will have rolled over his head before it happens), 
his mind will be illumined to learn that he has served 
the cause ho strove to hinder—that his vory foolishness 
was used to advance a knowledge of the truth. The 
most forward and enlightened system of medical treat­
ment is the Homceopalhic—like cures like; and on 
similar principle, those who are suffering from ignorance 
and bigotry must bo dosod with medicine which tempo­
rarily increases the ailment, in order to promote their 
best assured recovery. The mind of the Telegraph  writer 
seems to be, in the manner pointed to, broken out all 
over with boils of orthodoxy. Tins attack takes the 
shape of a favorable eruption of prejudice and super­
stition ; but, like an enthusiastic disciple of Hahnemann, 
he has full faith in his ability to cure himself by rcBort- 
ing to the maxim, sim ilia  sim ilibus curantur.

Several months ago wo assorted that the advanco of 
Spiritualism in public opinion would shortly be vory 
marked and rapid. At the same time we asked our 
readers to note the changes which are rapidly taking 
place in Europe, in regard to religious and political 
orthodox boliof. Wo now call attention not only to 
changes which have occurred very lately, but to the re­
volution that is obviously impending in the political and 
religious creed of the people of the old world. The late 
discussion on Spiritualism has stirred the attention of 
thinking men, and secured its being examined in a man­
ner worthy of its claims. The ephemeral scribblers and 
talkers on the subject, that buzz momentarily in one’s 
ears, .can no more.impedo the progress of Spiritualistic 
knowledge than so many mosquitos could stop the ad­
vance of a railway train.

In-jconcluaion, we will sparo a few words for thoso who 
affect to sneer at the intellectual status of believers in 
Spiritualism. There are hundreds of men in Europo 
and America compared with whom the witlings of the 
press are but as mere worms in intelligence—tadpoles in 
mental development. Of course the persons we now 
address will clamour, “ name, name.” Well, we will 
give the name of one firm and faithful follower, and one 
who knows himself to be spiritually inspired in all his 
great works of political progression—and this man is the 
Prime Minister o f England, William Ewart Gladstone.

T h e  article on Spiritualism (doubtfully Dr. Carpenter) 
which appears in the last number of the “ Quarterly 
Review/’ has been eagerly reprinted, and largely com. 
mented upon by the press, as a crushing blow to the 
claims of Spiritualists and to Spiritualism generally. 
But to those who know anything of Spiritualism and its 
phenomena the article in question displays such an 
amount of ignorance of the important subject treated 
upon as to make one blush for the future reputation of 
these savans, who treat so authoritatively subjects they 
have never investigated. At the outset the writer de­
liberately ignores tho facts of mesmerism, facts that 
are demonstrated by Drs. Elliotson, Logcr, Ashburner, 
Townsend, Barth, and hosts of others who devoted a life­
time to the investigation and application of the scicnco; 
but the main argument of the article is the stale and 
exploded one of unconscious muscular action! Ye Gods 
and little fishes, unconscious muscular action ! Surely 
tho writer must bo unconscious of tho publication of tho 
Dialectical Society’s report, and tho accounts thereon 
of the movement of a large table, undor test conditions, 
without contact of any portion of the bodies of auyono, 
thus merely endorsing thousands -of well attested in­
stances before recorded. In the face of these his illus­
trations of mental abstraction, tho unconscious movemont 
of the legs, or the playing of a tunc without concentra- 
tion of thought, are simply absurd. Dr. Carpenter, after 
quoting himself on what he calls the ideo motor principle, 
alludes to an instrument invented by Professor Faraday 
(called an indicator), from which ho concluded that tho 
motion produced was solely due to tho muscular action 
of tho medium. Professor Faraday’s strong prejudice 
against Spiritualism is too well known for any ono to 
expect him to have arrived at any other conclusion. 
But Professor Hare (whose prejudices were not so 
strong, though a disbeliever) went through tho samo 
course of experiments with a very different result, and 
being convinced (by the instruments he had invented to 
disprove it), had the courage to avow tho facts, and their 
effect upon his belief, suffering greatly in prestige 
thereby. To account for the mental phenomena tne 
writer brings forward the rusty gun, “ UnconsciouB 
Cerebration ’’ assuming that the instances he quotos are 
fair samples of spiritual test communications, while it is 
well known that by far the larger number of spiritual 
communications given through developed mediums are 
on subjects that never entered into tho conception of the 
medium, and often relative to events that have not 
transpired. Dr. Carpenter’s slur at curative medium- 
ship is gratuitous, while numerous instances aro on 
record of cures performed by mesmerism and spirit 
agency (ono of the most notable of modern times being 
that of Leon Favre, formerly Consul General of Franco); 
he does not give a single instance of injury done thereby. 
Finding ho cannot get over the scientific testimony of 
the occurrence of tho physical phenomena by fair moans 
he adopts the foul one of disparaging the scientific 
attainments, Ac., of Dr. Crookes, Professor Hare, Sor- 
geant Cox, Lord Lindsay, and others. Home and other 
mediums, whose manifestations have stood the test of 
thousands of the most acute sceptics, are denouncod as 
dishonest imposters, and the inferonco we are expected 
to draw is that Dr. Carpenter is tho clear-headed honest 
man who does understand Spiritualism, and docs not 
distort facts in reference thereto. Enjoy your opinion, 

•Dr. C., and your glory while it lasts: if you live a fow 
years iongor in this world you may yet bo ashamed of 
your article in the Q uarterly .

COMMUNICATION. ~

THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.
The Spirit-world is a comprehensive term, i t  docs not 
represent a Sphere or Locality, but the whole Spiritual 
Universe. The Spirits of just men made perfect, and the 
Spirits of unfortunate undeveloped men all have their 
abiding place in it. ,

The law of A ffin ity  is the principle which regulates aU 
societies in the Spirit-world, The undeveloped and 
animal nature seeks a correspondence when it recovers 
a consciousness of its continued existence; and the spirit 
of a kind and benevolent man seeks also a correspon-
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dcnce u n d er th e  sam e c ircu m sta n ce s . T h is is, to  som e  
exten t, ap p aren t in th e  b o d y . M en  gen erally  seek  
jkindred associates;  and y o u  m ay know  th e  ch a ra c te r  o f  
a man by th e  com pany h e  a s so cia te s  w ith. I t  is b u t a  
finite m anifestation o f  G o d ’s infinite law o f  affinity  
which exists  in all sp h eres , w o rld s, an d  sp ace . A s  th e re  is 
a very g ro a t diversity  o f ta s te s  an d  d esires, and g en eral 
characteristics in m an, i t  n a tu ra lly  follow s th e re  a re  a  
vast num ber o f  com m u nities in each p lan e o f  develop­
ment in th e  spirit-w orld . T h ese com m u nities a r e  so 
harmonious in  th e  h igher sp h eres , th a t  th e  m in d  o f  one, 
represents th e  m ind o f  th e  whole com m unity, and th e  
acquisition o f  an y  n ew  tru th  by on e  is p articip ated  iu by 
all. The affinity is p erfect, and th e  con sociation  o'f 
spirits in each  so ciety  is like u n to  a  b eau tifu l m usical 
instrum ent— th e  to u ch  v ib ra tes  th ro u g h  th e  whole.

In  the low er sph eres o f  th e  sp irit-w o rld , th e  harm ony  
is less ap p aren t, th e  stro n g -m in d ed  and passion ate  sp irit  
exercising a  re stra in in g  a n d  com m an din g influence ov er  
those «h o se  will is w eak er, y e t  th e y  clin g  to  him  because  
they a re  in affinity ; th e  disposition is th e  sam e, b u t the  
majority a re  negative  to  th e  p o sitiv e  m ind.

M an's aspirations should so ar, w h ilst iu th e  body, to  
the beautiful and harm onious con so ciatio n s o f  th e  higher  
spheres, for th e re  will h e  m e e t a  heaven tra n sce n d in g  all 
his earthly con cep tion s, o r  his h ig h est asp iration s.

Good night. G o d ’s blessin g a tte n d  you.

J o d i ® .

L I T T L E  D A R L I N G  J E N N I E  T O  M A M M A .
B Y  W ILLIAM  BRUN T0N.

I  know you lo ve m e, m am m a dear,
T o n  love y o u r  ow n sw eet d arlin g  p o t I 

Com e, le t  m e kiss th a t  falling te a r ,
F o r  I  can  kiss an d  love y o u  y e t ! !

Y o u ’ve sow n iny li ttle  g ra v e  w ith g ra ss , .
A nd se t th e  sw eet w h ite  m arb le  sto n e,

A  scroll 'ro u n d  w hich th e  lilies pass, •«
A nd w ord is w rit, “  I 'm  still y o u r  o w n ! ”

A n d  th e re  y o u  co m e o n  su n n y  days,
A n d  brin g Inc b rig h t a n d  bloom in g flowors, 

A nd soun d ag ain  th a t  so o th in g  p raiso  :
“ O u r littlo  d arlin g  still is o u r s !”

Y e s  ! th e n  y o u  th in k  I  s tan d  closo by,
O r ru n  ab o u t w ith  childish bound,

O r m oun t on  silv er w ings a n d  fly 
I n  bird -like jo y a n c e  rou n d  and rou n d  !

Then speed w e ho m e w ith h e a rtfe lt glee,
A nd th e re  I  g r e e t  and k is B  y o u  all,

A nd do so lo ve m y self to  see  
M y  little  p ictu re  on th e  wall !

F ro m  cushion s e a t a n d  lily  leaves 
I  sm ile  and show m y li ttle  face,

I  sm ile aw ay th e  c a re  th a t  grieves,
A n d  b rin g  y o u  co m fo rt, hope and gr^jco !

H ow  sw eet to  live in h eav en  like this,
W ith  hom o below and homo above,

Tw o hom es, y o t  o n e— tw o  hom es o f  bliss,
O f  sw eetest b liss a n d  p e rfe ct lo v e !

O  m am m a dear, h e re , h e re  I  rest,
T ill y o u  and a ll o f  u s  shall bo 

I n  sp irit-life  in. sp ir it b lest,
A m id th e  h ap p y , p u re  and free  !

tin u ed  them selves with increased in ten sity . W e  m ay  
re fe r  to  th e  R e p o rt o f  th e  D ialectical S o cie ty , which has 
called  fo rth  b itte r  and un ju st diatribes from  th e  London  
new spapers, b u t m ore favou rab le review s from  th e  m ore  
resp ectab le  m em bers o f  th e  provincial press. In  th e  
public an n ou n cem en ts w orks on  S p iritu alism  ap p ear  
qu ite  freq u en tly , and several em in en t nouses in the tra d e  
have books on Spiritualism  c ith e r  in hand o r  ju s t  pu b ­
lished. R o b e rt D ale  O  w ens' new  w ork e n title d , "  T h e  
D eb atab le  L a n d  betw een th is world and th e  n e x t”  has  
j u s t  ap p eared . M r. H om e has a seco n d  vol. o f  his 
“ In cid e n ts  iu m y L ife "  read y  for issue, a n d  T riib n er  
ann ou nces a  w ork on  th e  “ evidences o f  Sp iritu alism .”  
G erald  M assey ’s essay : “ C o n cern in g  S p iritu alism ,”  is 
on th e  p oin t o f  publication , a n d  a  beautiful lithograp h  
to  illu s tra te  th e  “ Ten S p iritu al C om m an dm ents," given  
th ro u g h  E m m a lla rd in g e  is  also  nearly  read y  for 
delivery. T h e  p resen t w in ter m u st be a  busy o n e  in  
progressive lite ra tu re  if th ese  and o th er w ork s find read y  
sale, as no doub t th e y  will. I n  A m erica  sim ilar a c tiv ity  
is  visible, as will he seen from  th e  B a n n er  o f  L ig h t  ; 
h en ce details need n o t be n o ted  here.

I n  th e  last n u m b er o f  H u m a n  N a tu re  th e re  was a  long  
a rtic le , by M r. Tebb, o f  L o u d on , who has j u s t  visited the  
U n ite d  S ta te s , w herein he gives th e  re su lt o f  his inves­
tig a tio n s , us to  th e  n u m b er o f  S p iritu alists in A m erica . 
H e  e stim ates  th em  a t  ab o u t 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  which is fa r  below  
th e  low est estim ate . I t  is exceed in gly  difficult to  enu­
m e ra te  th o se  who tak e  an in te re st in th is  m ovem ent. 
H e re  in L o n d o n , and even  in co u n try  villages, believers  
in  the. m in istry  o f  an g els can  scarcely  be identified. Two 
n o ted  A m erican  m edium s a r e  a t  p resen t in L ond on and  
a re , each  in h e r  w ay, crea tin g  a g r e a t  am oun t o f  in terest  
and p rom oting a know ledge o f  psychological facts. M iss 
‘K a te  F o x , w hose m edium s’nip was th e  first developed in  
A m erica , is giving sittin g s  am on g st th e  u p p er classes in 

"th e  W e s t E n d , with m uch satisfaction . T he phenom ena  
-p ro d u ced  co n sist o f  th e  sp irit-lig h t, visible han ds, th e  
-sp irit-to u ch , d ire c t w riting, w ritin g  back w ard s th ro u g h  

th e  han d o f  th e  m edium , and very  pecu liar rap s. M iss 
f L o t t ie  F o w le r  con tin u es to  be very  successful in h er  
'te s ts  a n d  c la irv o y an t d escrip tion s. Several in stan ces  
m igh t be add uced show ing th a t psych om etry  will n o t 
explain  all the cases. F o r  in stan ce , she described one  
even in g a t  th o  P ro g ressiv e  L ib ra ry  a  d eath  by drow ning  
o f a  yo u n g  m an  a t  C hatham , givin g th o  nam e, age , d ate  
o f death , and a  m in u te  description o f  th o  individual, all 
o f  which have been a tte s te d  as  co rre c t. T h ere  was no 
person  p re se n t who h ad any know ledge o f  tho c ircu m ­
s ta n ce , n o r  an y  one a t  all con n ected  with th e  deceased. 
I n  m any o th e r  in stances h e r  pow ers have been tru ly  
rem ark ab le .

Spiritu alism  is tak in g  firm hold upon th e  popular  
m ind. T h o old arg u m en t o f  “ T rick s  and D elusion”  
h av e given w ay to  th e  g en eral opinion th a t  th e  m anifes­
ta tio n s a r e  facts , o r  m ay be acco u n ted  for by “ coreb ra- 
tio n ” o r  som e “ unknown pow er in  n atu ro .” T h o mind 
o f  th is  w orld will give in to  an y th in g  b u t tho tru th , 
esp ecially  if  i t  p o in t iu a  sp iritu al d irection . S till i t  is 
gratify in g  to  think th a t th e  ex tern al facts  aro  gradu ally  
insinuating them selvos in to  universal reco gn ition . W e  
a ro  pleased to  ob serve th a t, in th o  land o f  th o  South , 
th e ro  is  a  sim ilar activ ity  ;  and th a t  wo have th e  
H a r b in g e r  o f  L ig h t  and o th e r  publications com ing to  us 
freighted  w ith su ch  ch eerin g  indications o f  p rogress.

J .  BURNS.

L E T T E R  F R O M  A  L A D Y .

$0 ôrnispondcnfs.
Communications f o r  in sertio n  i n  th is  J o u r n a l should  be 

p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as concise as possible.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

LONDON, Dec. 1st, 1871. 
D e a d  H a e b i h o e b , — I n  th e  h u rry  o f  th is  h ig h -p ressu re  

Lond on, tim e  passes a lm o st u n w ittin gly , a n d  i t  seem s  
b u t y e ste rd a y  since th e  d isp atch  o f  la s t  m ail. A  crow d  
o f events have im pressed them selves up on u s  w ithin  
th ese fo u r sh o rt w eeks. S ev era l n o tab le  in cid e n ts  m  
connection w ith  S p iritu alism  h a v e  ta k e n  p la ce , o r  coil-

T ite lady who w rites th e  follow ing com m u nication is 
distinguished for hor love o f  tr u th , and h o r devotion to  
d u ty . F o r  som e y ears  p a s t  she has boon a n  invalid, b u t  
has been sustain ed and sooth ed  by th e  p ro sp ect o f  an  
unclouded fu tu ro , opened to  h e r  b y  th e  rovolationB o f  
th e  spiritual philosophy.

M n  Editob : I  should n o t have th e  prosum ption to  
offer an y th in g  to  th o  public a t  th is tím e , w ere i t  n o t  
th a t  I  wish to  b ear m y testim o n y  t o  th o  tran q u ilizin g  
effect o f  th e  S p iritu al Philosoph y in  th e  tim e o f  sick ­
ness, and in view o f  th e  ap p ro ach in g sep aratio n  from  
earth ly  relatio n s and o f  a n  e n tran ce  in to  a  n e w  life o f  
w hich w e have h ereto fo re  kn ow n so  li ttle . T o  m an y is
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th o  veil now rem oved, th a t  linn sep arated  th e  dead from  
th e  living, and none now need s a y : “  w e know  n o t th e  
d estin y  o f  th e  soul, o r w h eth er i t  is im m ortal,” for the  
testim o n y  o f  its  im m ortality  is sufficiently established to  
satisfy  th e  m ost ¡Sceptical; and th e  assu ran ces o f  angel- 
liosts,—  who V o -la b o u rin g  for oiir happiness w ith u n tir­
in g  vigilance— th a t, su cceed in g th is sh o rt life o f  trial 
a n d  discipline, w e e n te r  upon on e o f happiness and jo y  
in expressib le, have taken from  d eath  its  te r ro r , and  
from  th e  g rav e  its  victory .

A n d  now I  wish to  say  a few w ords to  th e  friends, 
p articu larly  to  fem ales, who cherish ou r faith , con­
cern in g  its  application in ou r daily p ractice . I t  seem s 
to  m e, th a t  we a re  to o  m uch engrossed in seeking for  
m o re light w hen w e have n o t used th a t which we have 
for any profitable purpose. AVo profess to  believe in 
th e  philosophy o f  H arm o n y, b u t w h at have w e done to  
develop H arm ony, e ith er in ourselves, o u r  fam ilies, or 
in s o c ie ty ?  I f  w e have n o t, let us seriously ask ou r­
selves, n o t, when shall w e begin, but how ?  L e t  us n o t 
be in to o  m uch h u rry  to  go o u t and co n v e rt ou r  
neighb ou rs, b u t first weed o u r  own h e a rts  o f all noxious  
p lan ts , which w e m ay have sull'ered to  grow  th e re , and 
cu ltiv ate  in th e ir  stead , L o ve, K indness, and G ood-will 
to  o u r  neighbour— b y which T moan ev ery  hum an being, 
w ithout reg ard  to  nation , caste , o r  color. L e t  us have 
a  cheerful w ord for th e  desponding, sym path y for th e  
d istressed , en cou rag em en t for th e  tim id, and in all cases  
u se  ou r influence in try in g  to  win th e  vicious from  th eir  
unhappy delusion. S u rely , h e re  is  w ork  ; and o f  all 
con cern ed , I know  o f none who c a n  do m ore th an  th e  
m oth ers o f  th e  risin g  gen eration  ; and’ h e re  I  w ould call 
atten tio n  to th e  education o f  o u r  very  yo u n g children. 
T h ere is n o t a t  p resen t, a  school in th e  colony, w here  
children  a re  n o t required to  h ear and assen t to  th e  r e ­
voltin g d o ctrin es o f  sectarian  ch u rch es. T h is is w ron g ; 
for, if  i t  be a  tru th  th a t “ as  th e  tw ig  is  b en t, th e  tree  
inclines it m ust be o f  th e  u tm o st im portan ce th a t  th e  
in fan t m ind receive a  j u s t  d irection . M oreover, i t  is our 
d u ty , as last ns possible, to  in stitu te  schools free  from  
such influences ; and it  seem s to  m e th e re  m igh t bo a  
g r e a t  im provem ent in th e  m ode o f  im p artin g  in s tru c t io n ; 
so th a t  th e  sc.hool-liouse, in stead  o f  being a  m iniature  
prison , m igh t be m ade, o f  all o th ers, th e  ih ost a ttra c tiv e  
place. Schools should be often  visited by th e  p aren ts, 
and so m anaged, as to  com bine am usem en t w ith in stru c­
tion  ; and g re a t care  should bo tak en  n o t  to  task  th e  
in te llect beyond a  healthy activ ity .

AVo have positive hssuranco th a t th e re  is  a  b e tte r  tim e  
com ihg [ b u t I  fear w e have n o t sufficiently understood  
th e  menns by which i t  is to  be b ro u g h t ab o u t. I t  is  n o t  
th e  law  o f  N a tu re  to  fo rce  happiness up on anyone, in 
th is  o r  any o th e r  s p h e re ; and th o se  who fold th e ir  hands  
and w ait in idleness for o th ers  to  perform  w h at th e y  
ought to  do them selves, will have to  w ait a  lo n g  tim e  
boibro th ey  w ill realiso  th e ir  oxpoctntions.

AVagarabillie, M A R T  S T O R E Y .
2 1 s t  D eer., 1 8 7 1 .

------------o-----------
L E T T E R  E R O M  A  C L E R G Y M A N .

M n . E d i t o b ,— I  am  induced b y ce rta in  a r tic le s  which  
have app eared  la te ly  in  several o f  th e  daily p ap ers, to  
re q u e s t th e  in sertion  o f  a  few sen ten ces in th e  colum ns  
o f  th e  “ H a rb in g e r.”

I t  is  know n to  all th a t  ce rta in  phenom ena, p u r­
p o rtin g  to  b e  o f  a  p re te rn a tu ra l ch a ra cte r, a r e  now  
a ttra c tin g  g re a t a tten tio n  in variou s p a rts  o f th e  Colony  
C o n n ected ) w ith th ese  “  m an ifestatio n s" th e re  is a  
species of-H iterature w hich is also ob tain in g a  w ide cir- 
culjition. T h e re  is  a  la rg e  and an  in creasin g  n u m b er o f  
p erson s, n o t  a ll o f a n  illite ra te  and cred ulous class, 
w hoso m inds a r e  draw n to  th is  su b ject, and w hoso b elief  
is  b ecom in g sensib ly affected by it.

I  m o t, a  few  d ay s since, in  a  neighb ou rin g d istrict  
w ith  a  distinguished ph ysician , and who is also a  ch u rch ­
m an  o f th e  m o st decided stam p , and h e  said  to  m e “ why  
do n o t  ou r c lerg y  in form  th em selves m o re  carefu lly  as  
to  th e  ten d en cies o f  th e  t i m e s ?  D o th e y  know^the 
e x te n t  o f  th is  so -called  ‘ Spiritu alism ’ ?  I  w ish to  know  
h o w  to  t r e a t  it , an d  a s  th e  c le rg y  a re  se t fo r  th e  guides

o f  th e  people, I  w ish to  know  th is  from  them . I  have 
no fears for m y ow n f a i th ; b u t m y neighbours are 
sw inging looso, and I  w ould like to  know  w h at to  tell 
th em .”

I  th o u g h t th a t  his dem and w as reasonable, and it is 
to  draw  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  o u r  c le rg y  to  th is subject, tho 
im portan ce o f  which is n o t to  be d eterm in ed  by news­
p ap er squibs, th a t I  w rite  th ese  lines. T h ere  is a work 
go in g  on in relatio n  to  th is  “  S p iritu alism ," which we 
shall soon be obliged to  m e e t in som e m o re  potent way 
th an  m ere  official m alediction . I t  is underm ining the 
a n cien t faith in m an y q u a rte rs  m o re  effectually, because 
m ore secre tly , th a n  an y  o th e r influence now  a t  work in 
ou r com m unity. I t  ca n n o t be p ro p e rly  m o t and satis­
factorily  refu ted  w ith o u t exam in ation .

N ow  w e o f  th o  c le rg y  should ce rta in ly  m ake this 
in vestigation , and n o t refu se  to  do so, th rou gh  fear of 
com prom ising o u r  d ign ity  and d am aging ou r reputation. 
I t  is a lread y  freq u en tly  in tim ated  th a t  clergym en are 
g e ttin g  to  "be ab stractio n s, r a th e r  th a n  m en ; and, if 
cow ardice shall p re v e n t us from  lo ok in g  any subject 
fair in th e  face which w o h av e  re a so n  to  believe is lead­
in g  so ciety  a s tra y , th is ch a rg e  would, n o t  seem  to bo 
alto g eth er undeserved. T o say  th is  m a tte r  docs not 
m erit exam ination , is to  p re ju d g e  th e  case  ; everything 
deserves exam in ation  w hich la y s  an y  s tro n g  hold on tho 
p o p u lar m ind. T h o p u erilities a n d  n o n sen se  th at aro 
con n ected  w ith it , do n o t furnish  a  sufficient reason for 
tu rn in g  aw ay w ith c o n te m p t; an d  i f  i t  w ore so, few 
sub jects w ould have e v er com m an d ed  a tte n tio n  in their 
beginning. C h em istry  w as o n ce  alch em y, astronomy 
was on ce  astro lo g y . B u t  th en , beh in d all th ese “ rap- 
p in g s,"  “ tippings,”  and o th e r  triv ial op eration s, there 
is a  w ork going on , “ w hich i t  is  w o rse th an  folly to 
despise.” I  will v en tu re  to  say  th a t  i f  th o  whole extent 
o f  this w ork  w ere disclosed , w hich th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  caso 
ren d ers im possible, i t  w ould  g r e a tly  aston ish  us all. I  
am  glad  to  se e  th a t  o u r  m o st ju d icio u s an d  exem plary  
B ishop has lec tu red  and w ritte n  on  th e  s u b je c t ; for his 
sound churclnnanship and p ie ty  n o n e w ill dispute ; but 
I  should lik e  still b e t te r  if  lie  w ould h av e  tho moral 
cou rage  to  ann ou n ce, o v er h is  ow n p rin ted  signature, 
th a t h e  in ten d s, as  ho h as  o p p o rtu n ity , to  g ive th e  sub­
j e c t  a  carefu l in vestigation .

A s  th e  basis o f  su ch  exam in atio n , i t  is evident that 
th ese  phenom ena m u st fall som ew here w ith in  th o  follow­
in g  classifica tio n :

1 s t . Im p o stu re  a n d  delusion . I f  th is  b o tho whole 
explanation , i t  is im p o rta n t th a t  th e  t r ic k  bo so conclu­
sively exp o sed  as  to  p u t a n  effectu al s to p  to  so mischie­
vous an  im p o stu re. I t  is ce rta in  th a t  su ch  an  exposure  
has n o t y e t  been m ade, and i t  w ill re q u ire  a  re -arran g e­
m en t o f  th e  law s o f  evidence b efore i t  c a n  bo done. Tho 
cred ibility  o f  h u m an  testim o n y , a n d  th o  d eg ree  o f cre­
d en ce to  be allow ed to  th o  senses, a r e  p o in ts  which will 
have to  b e  carefu lly  reconsidered .

2nd . P sych olog ical law . I f  th e se  d em on stration s bo 
a  n ew  developm ent o f  P sy ch o lo g y , th e y  a ro  certainly  
w o rth y  o f  con sid eration  ; for th e y  show  pow ers to  exist 
in  th e  hu m an soul, w hich o u r  old e x p e rie n ce  h as never 
recognized . L e t  th o  w hole m a tte r  b e  se ttle d  upon this 
basis, and i t  w ill th e n  be rem ov ed  to  th e  dom ain of 
n atu ra l s c ie n c e ; an d  th eo lo g ian s m ay  go on th e ir  way 
un m olested.

3rd . In flu en ce  o f  E v il  Sp irits. I f  th is  bo th o  explana­
tio n  o f  th e  w hole m a tto r , i t  b eco m es a  q u estion  o f  some 
in te re s t to  know  how  th e ir  influence m ay be counter­
a c te d  ; and w e h a v e  th o  prob lem  t o  solve, w hy such 
bein gs a re  allow ed to  d istu rb  th e  m ind s o f  m en , while 
sp irits  o f a  nobler g rad e  h av e  n o  d ire c t  co n tro l ov er this 
errin g  w orld . B u t  th is , also , is a  d ecisio n  w hich we 
ca n n o t p rov e to  th e  sa tisfactio n  o f  o th e rs , w ithout 
know ing som eth in g  o f  th e  su b ject.

4 th . T h e  o n ly  o th e r  p ossib le exp lan atio n  is  th a t  which 
• th e  friends o f  th is  new  m ovem ent claim  to  b e  tru e . I n  

o rd e r  to  show th is  claim  to  b e  u n ten ab le , i t  is  o f  course  
n ecessary  to  know  th o  g ro u n d s u p o n  w h ich  i t  rests , and  
th is  involves a  ca re fu l in v estig ation  o f  th e  subject. I  
th in k  th e re  is  evidence en o u gh  to  show  th a t  th o  th ree  
elem en ts, o f  im p o stu re a n d  delusion, a  n ew  developm ent 
o f  p sych olog y, and v e ry  p rob ab ly  som e evil influence 
th a t  is extra-m u n d an e, a ll e n te r  in to  th e se  “ m anifests-
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tions.” A s  I  have n o t  h ad  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  in vestig ate  
the subject b y  p erson al ob servation , n e v e r  h av in g heard  
anv o f  th ese sounds, n o r  seen  an y  o f  th e se  m ovem ents, 
which a rc  said to  be p rod u ced  w ith o u t th e  in terven tion  
of m aterial ag en cy , 1 h av e  n o  fu r th e r  opinion on  the  
subject. B u t  o n e  th in g  I  know , th a t  i t  is  g e ttin g  a  hold  
on the com m u nity  w h ich  re n d e rs  seriou s in vestigation , 
on tho p art o f  som e co m p eten t p erson s, im perative. I t  
is leading to  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  opinions w hich strik e  a t 
the root o f  w h at w e h av e  con sid ered  fundam ental 
tr u th s ; i t  is  in tro d u cin g  am o n g  us a  new  school o f  
theology, which is n o t to  b e  extin g u ish ed  by a  sneer.
' I  am p erfectly  aw are  th a t  to  ascrib e  so m u ch  im p o rt­

ance to such a  su b ject as  th is , w ill lead  th o se  who know- 
nothing ab o u t it , to  su s p e c t th e  soundness o f  one’s 
judgm ent, and it  will be said th a t  o u r  w isest co u rse  is 
to  let i t  alone ; i t  is o n e  o f  th e  hu m b ugs o f  th o  day, and  
will soon dio o f  itself. I t  m ay be so , b u t th e  indications  
do not point th a t w ay  a t  p re se n t. M e n  of th o  highest 
scientific rep u ta tio n  ack n ow led ge th em solves to  bo  
perplexed; professional m en  o f  th o  w idest exp erien ce, 
arc personally identified w ith th is  new  b e lie f ; c le rg y ­
men aro  qu estion ed b y  th e ir  p a r is h io n e rs ; th o  m ost 
im portant and holy p rin cip les  o f  o u r  religion  nre called  
in question. M eanw hile, is  i t  r ig h t for th e  clerg y , who 
profess to  be th e  te a ch e rs  o f  th e  people, to  rem ain  silent, 
when th ey  believe th a t  souls, com m itted  to  th e ir  ch arg e , 
are being lured to  d e stru ctio n  ?

T O M A K .
------------o------------

“ M . C .’s ”  L E T T E R  O N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

“ On the Continent, where the majority freely express their 
thoughts, scepticism hns been long known, ami universally 
acknowledged to be, the Spirit of the Age. * *  *
The fact remains averred to me, that scepticism is as much the 
order of the day in England as throughout the Continent of 
Europe ; for it is surely the meditative, the erudite, and the philo­
sophical minority whose opinions can alone claim weight and 
value, not the frivolous, the worldly, and the unthinking mass. 
’  * * Where does doubt arise ? Clearly, from
the want of such evidence as is of a  nature to induce conviction.

* * * Hence the moment is evidently
arrived when, if revelation is either a truth or a necessity, it is 
indispensable that the preceding ones should be supplemented in 
a manner calculated to meet the requirements of modern civili­
zation. * * *

The universal aspiration has been to receive testimony from 
beyond the grave. W hat was Byron wont to say— “ L et one 
return from the dead, and I  shall believe.” How ofton have I 
heard sceptics of lofty intellects declare th at no other evidence 
save that of the departed speaking from the spirit-world, could be 
deemed conclusive, or force absolute conviction upon tbeir minds. 
In what form then docs the new revelation come, but in that 
which is universally felt to be the most desirable, the most con­
soling, and the most convincing, by every intelligent mind. It 
comes in the form of the spirits of the departed returning to this 
osrth. * * *  The new revclntion differs
from those which have preceded it  chiefly in the evidence by 
which it is mndc manifest— evidence which is adnptcd, with 
supremo judgment, to the requirements of a scientific age, which 
nothing but irrefragable demonstration can convince. *

* Nothing has ever approached the nature of
the evidence now afforded in regard to its universality, its supjeme 
conviction, and the vast and glorious perspective it opens t#pro- 
gfessive humanity. * a  * I t  has been well 
remarked by the erudite director of the Revue Spiritualists, of 
I nrls, that tho new light now bursting upon the world clearly 
points to the fact th a t every preceding revelation hns been based 
on truth divinely communicated to men. I t  may be added that 
this is but another illustration of the law which we behold in 
operation throughhout the universe—variety in unity.— “ Scep­
ticism and Spiritualism." B y the authoress of “ Aurelia."

____ t
“ I f  a n  a n g e l  a p p e a r e d  t o  A b r a h a m ,  w h y  s h o u l d  n o t  a n o t h e r  

a p p e a r  t o  ‘ J .  S . ’  I f  I  b e l i e v e d  t h e  o n e  s t a t e m e n t ,  I  B b o u ld  f e e l  

r01™“ t o  b e l i e v e  t h o  o t h e r ,  f o r  I  s h o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  p l a c e  m o r e  f a i t h  
I P '■ w h o m  I  k n o w ,  t h a t  A b r a h a m ,  w h o m  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w . ” —  
**tter from  “31. C." to the Editor o f the A B Q U 8 , 6 t h  J n n u n r y .

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O F  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .

Sin,— A b th e  arg u m en ts  o f  M . C . a re  th o se  which 
sp iritu alists  alw ays p u t  forw ard  in  d em on stration  o f  the  
reasonableness o f  th e  hope th a t  iB in  th em , I  wish to  

. w th e  a tte n tio n  o f  y o u r  re a d e rs  to  th a t  p articu lar  
^ e w  o f  th e  su b ject.

T u 8, a  S p iritu alist I  a m  q u ite  disposed, and I  feel th a t  
t  shall do w ell, t o  ta k e  u p  th e  a rm s o f  a n  enem y, and

m ak e  th em  do b attle  on m y ow n side. T h e  pith o f  hia 
v e ry  sound reasonin g, which (a s  ob served ) hns e v er been  
th e  arg u m en t o f  all S p iritu alists will be found in tho  
q u otation  from  his le t te r  I  have selected  for a  m o tto  to  
th is  le t te r . B u t  to  m ake his m eanin g q u ite  c le a r , 1 will

Îuote him fu rth e r— “ I f  a  m an choses to  believe th a t  
'e te r  raised  th o  dead, o r  healed th e  sick , th a t  a  hu m an  

body ou trag es  th o  law o f  gravitatio n  b y  w alking on tho  
w a te r, o r  th a t  iron sw am  in it, w hy does he reject as  
ab su rd  th e  s ta tem en ts  th a t  tab les m ove w ithout tho 
in terven tion  o f  hu m an han ds ; th a t acco rd éon s piny, th a t  
spirits re tu rn  from  th e  g rav e  ?  T h e  C h u rch m an 's  
excu se  is, “ I  believe th o  m iracles o f  m y religion  to  have  
been w ork ed by G od for a  wise pu rp ose.”  V e ry  good ; 
so says th e  S p iritu alist o f  his m iracles. W h a t has been

Sossible is  ev er, and w ill over be possible,. I f  iron  could  
efy  g rav ita tio n  in th e  days o f  E lijah , why should n o t  

w ood do th e  sam e in  th o  d ay s o f  N a y lo r ?  P ag an , 
C hristian , and .Tow hcliovo th e  m arvels on  th e  au th ority  
o f th e ir  priests, or, a t  th o  best, on  th e  a u th o rity  o f  
M S S . whoso au th orsh ip  is ad m itted  to  bo doubtful, and  
y e t  th ese  furious b elievers refu se  to  give cred en ce to  I ho 
tran sp o rta tio n  o f  M rs. G u p p y, for which a t.leas t tw en ty  
h o n est— livin g— people, resid en t in L o n d on , a re  read y  
to  p led ge th e ir  c re d it.”

I  ju d g e  th is  to  bo adm irable reaso n in g . I  do n o t  
know  if  th e  f a c t  is established beyond all question, fliat^  
tw e n ty  d isin terested , honest, livin g people a r c  nfejuired- 
to  p led ge th e ir  c re d it so fa r  ; b u t if  n o t, th e  arg u m en t  
stan d s good by m erely  su b stitu tin g  o th e r phenom ena o f  
th e  m o st m odern  d ato  equ ally  m iracu lou s iwit.li tho 
S crip tu re  m iracles, and testified to  by 2 0  o r 20 ,ilDO living  
w itnesses in an y  p a r t  o f  th e  new  o r old world. j

T h ese a ro  j u s t  th o  reflections S p iritu alists have grnvoly  
and earn estly  u rged  upon th o  a tte n tio n  o f  all serious, 
G o d -fearin g  people.

S p iritu alists  v e ry  n atu ra lly  rem o n stra te  w ith such, aud  
in dignan tly  in qu ire w hy (w hen th e re  a r c  so m an y M .C .2« - '  
in th e  w orld ) do you tu rn  y o u r h ack s upon th ose signs 
an d  w onders w hich G od, b y  I l i s  m inisterin g spirits, as  
o f  old, sends to  yo u r a id , in proclaim in g H is  existen ce  
an d  pow er, and d em on stratin g  th e  tru th  o f  th e  sp irit-  
w o rld  and life beyond th e  grave.
. I f  th e  clerg y  and oth ers who fondly supposo th a t  th ey  

see  clearly , n o t (th ro u g h  a  glass d ark ly) th in k  p rop er to  
u n ite  to  a  ce rta in  e x te n t w ith th e  “ M .C .’s,”  and deride  
such m an ifestation s o f  sp iritu al pow er as  revelation from  
G o d  is  b u ilt up on ? —

I f  th e y  p resu m e to  d icta te  to  th e  A lm ig h ty  how m uch  
dign ity , acco rd in g  to  th e ir  n o tio n s o f  d ign ity , H e  should 
acco m p an y w ith an y  sign o r  w onder d em on strative o f  
an y  sup er-m un dan e p o w er?  th en  th e  answ ers a rc  ready, 
viz.— 1 s t. M ank in d a r e  n o t in possession o f  an y  reco rd  
o f  G o d  having e v er d ealt otherw ise w ith, o r otherw ise  
revealed  him self u n to  th o  in hab itan ts o f  th e  earth  than  
b y sign s and w onders. 2n d . T h e  p ast and p resen t 
doings o f  th e  S u prem e D isp oser o f  E v e n ts  co n stitu te  tho  
only m easu re  o r  stand ard  b y which we can ju d go  o f  
w h at is r ig h t and p ro p er to  be done by G od. A tab le  
is  n o t borno up to  th o  ceilin g by unseen ag en cy  before  
th e  eyes o f  m en, co n tra ry  to  th e  will o f  G od . I f  tho  
o b ject docs n o t  seem  cle a r  to  u s , w e should rem om bor 
th a t  w e now  see  only th ro u g h  a  glass darkly. Urd. 
M o d e m  sign s and w onders strik e  u s  a s  M .C . so ju stly  
adm its as  o f  th o  sam o com plexion and in v e ry  good  
keep in g w ith th oso o f  old reco rd ed  in th e  sacred  books, 
w hich a re  h eld  in rev eren ce , n o t in C hristen dom  only, 
b u t th ro u g h o u t th e , wido w orld over. So fa r  M .C . is 
q u ite  r ig h t in reco gn isin g-th e sam eness o f  p ast and p re ­
s e n t w onders, and h o  is th an k ed  fo r  his helping han d, so 
far, to  th e  cau se  o f  Spiritualism . A s  for his o th e r sen ti­
m ents, I  th in k  th o  au th oress first qu oted m u st liavo had 
him  especially in h e r  m ind’s eye.

I  am , y o u r  ob edien t sorvant,
W .

------------o ------------

A  m ock  dialoguo on  Spiritu alism , b y I I .  W .,  has 
occup ied  a  consid erab le am o u n t o f  sp ace in th e  “ D aily  
T eleg rap h  ”  du rin g th o  la s t m onth . I f  H . W .  will play  
“  E n q u irer  ” to  ou r “ P h ilo  ”  w e th in k  w e c a n  s e ttle  h im  
u p  as  com fortab ly  as  ho h as h is  dum m y.
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FR EE RELIGIOUS THOUGHT.

W i i a t  in Religious Thought, that we should desire to 
see it free ? What is freedom, as applied to Religious 
Thought? It  will be my endeavor herein, as briefly 
as p(jHHib|e, to trace an answer to these questions. 
The subject they refer to, which is the title of this paper; 
is just now claiming a considerable share of attention 
from most persons, and especially from those who aro 
(like most of the readers of the H arbinger) striving to 
think for themselves.

It is somewhat surprising and discouraging to notice, 
however, that this class forms but a very, very small 
minority of the human race. Mankind, for the most 
part, seem a good deal like sheep, divided into a number 
of flocks, and each flock following a leader with blind 
confidence and thoughtlessness ; and unfortunately it 
too frequently happens that the leaders are as blind as 
their followers; and that the old adage is mostly applic­
able—“ Blind leaders of the blind.”

Now, when we come to consider fora moment, we 
cannot, I  think, fail to bo convinced that this state of 
things is not as it should bo. That each individual, of 
every flock, is quite capable of, and is intended by his 
or her maker to think for him or her self, and although 
they may, with both pleasuro and benefit, listen to the 
opinions of others, and especially of those who are moro 
gifted either naturally or by education than themselves, 
yet that it is not at all right or natural that a single ono 
o f them should ever surrender his own judgment, or 
follow without due consideration, the advice or directions 
o f anyone, be they never bo learned or gifted.

Each one is a child of the samo Universal Parent, and 
each one is capable of loving that Parent. Each ono is 
also capable of addressing him and asking for a fuller 
and l'reeer gift of His Holy Spirit. Perhaps one may bo 
ablo to do this in moro clogant language, or with a 
clearer distinctness thnn another, but I  am not at all 
propared to admit that our loving Father would hear the 
ono any sooner, or answer him better or with greater 
certainty, than he would the most uncultivated and 
ignorant among us.

Believing this to bo true, how does it happen that we 
nearly all act as though wo believed the contrary ? 
How can any reasonable being bo found capable of and 
wi]ling to pin his faith to the opinions of any man, or 
set of men ; to accept their dicta on all theological or 
religious questions almostif not altogether unquestioned ?

The answer is unfortunately only too plain. Men and 
women have been trained to fo llow  their leaders, and aro 
now training their children to do the same.

They have been taught to accept such and such 
opinions ns ascertained facts, and comparatively very 
few ever give themselves tho trouble to call these pre­
sumed facts in question.

Habit or custom, and indolonco then, I  think, aro tho 
two chief causes of this state of things, and it should bo 
the endeavor of every ono who desires to see an altera­
tion in this respect, to sot themselves earnestly to work 
to remove these causes—to got people to overcome 
their old habit and to think for themselves. This is not 
an easy task I  admit, but with patience, wisdom, and 
abovo all with love, it may bo done.

Thoro are, however, ono or two other obstacles to bo 
removed before we can hope to achieve any very large 
measuro of success; other reasons, besides the two wo 
havo named, which Help to keep people in tho groove 
they havo formed for themselves.

One of these is family and friendly association. To 
dare to strike out a course contrary to, or divergent 
from the one they have been pursuing, requires courage, 

-requires each one, in fact, to be prepared to sink all 
private friendships in the desire for truth; and thiB is 
no light nor easy matter. Another cause is the fear of 
injury to your business, by provoking, or more properly 
speaking by arousing, tho antagonism of those with 
whom vou have been in the habit of associating, but 
from whom you would soon find yourselves compelled to 
separate at least to some considerable extent.

These causes have kept, and will unquestionably con­
tinue to keep, many persons from ever taking the first 
step. They see the probable consequences. m toSB of

friendship, loss of esteem or regard, and probably loss of 
support in trade, and they never summon courage 
enough to take it.

With these it should bo our aim to inculcate and 
foster a strong and earnest desire for truth. Truth at 
all hazards. Once wo have succeeded in that, the rest 
must follow. The plunge must then, soonor or later be 
taken, and wo shall have the reward of seeing so many 
persons restored to tho full use of their own reason, no 
matter whether it takes them the same course as ours 
has brought us, or not. That is not wiiat wo want. 
Our aim is not to become leaders oursolvos. Not to 
oust one leader for tho purpose of supplying another; 
but to start them thinking, and acting, and praying for 
themselves.

There is yet anothor reason why they aro content to 
remain as they are, without thinking for themselves. 
They are, and probably have been all their lives, like 
people in a railway cutting. At their back is the road 
they have come; in front ¡8 the road they aro going; 
and they cannot sec, and therefore do not know, that on 
each side of thorn thoro may be, and most likely are, as 
beautiful scenes and as direct roads as tho ono tlioy aro 
following. They have never allowed themselves to climb 
tho sides of the cutting, and have no idea of tho beauties 
hidden from their sight. They can therefore havo no 
desire to see what they aro in ignorance of the existence 
of. Let us help them up tho sides and point out, or 
direct their attention to tho glories surrounding them 
on every side. The desire to explore some of them will 
soon come, and once having achieved that grand object 
wo shall indeed be well rewarded for our pains.

So far we have only touched upon that part of our 
subject which is comprehended in the one word “ Free­
dom.” I t  will now be my endeavor to suggest some 
encouragement to tho laborers in this cause, by pointing 
out, very briefly, how “ Thought ” in reference to Reli­
gion, is fast becoming general, and how necessary it is 
to progress.

So long as a congregation of people aro content to go 
on, week after week, accepting the sayings and opinions 
of one man for their guidance, so long wul stagnation to 
each person be the result. I f  they can only bo got to 
take the matter into their own hands, they will soon see 
that the reed upon which they have been loaning is but 
a rotten ono after all, and will not properly sustain them 
under trial or difficulty; or even supposing that its 
strength is believed to bo sufficient for that purpose, it 
certainly will not enable them to progress to anything 
like the extent they would otherwise bo capable of. 
Each one of us has been gifted with reason. Let us use 
i t ; for by it shall we bo judged. Just exactly as we 
have used the talents given to us shall we obtain our 
reward. I t  will serve no better purpose now than in 
tho time of Jesus, to say that we nave only a few 
talents and have therefore depended for instruction upon 
some one who had moro. I t  cannot I  think be too dis­
tinctly stated, nor too clearly understood, that our pro­
gress depends entirely upon ourselves; and the only 
way to make satisfactory progress is to think for 
ourselves. Yet how few among the many ever do so 
when religion is the subject. Let it be tho earnest 
endeavor of those feto to incite all with whom they come 
in contact, to commence to think. Let us help them up 
tho sides of the cutting, and assist them to see the many 
beauties which surround them, and which they bad not 
been able to see beforo; and having given them a glimpse 
of these beauties let us assure them of many, many more, 
which only" require to be sought for by themselves to 
well repay them for their trouble, induce them to 
think ana we shall not long have to supply subjects. 
T h ey  will soon come fast enough. Like water pent up 
in a dam, make but a small opening that a little may 
escape and it will soon increase the opening for itself, 
and work its own freedom. So with the pent up thought 
of thousands upon thousands. Once they break through 
the obstacles which bipd them, and overcome the un­
natural inertite resulting from long disuse of their most 
God-like faculty, and we shall soon be delighted to see 
that no power on earth would be able to gather them up 
and bind them again in the one' fold.

Objections will; by sbfae persons perhaps, he' taken to
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this app aren tly blind co u rse . W e  shall b e  to ld  th a t  
“ th e  m ultitu de w ill, iu  th e ir  d esp air a t  h av in g  lo s t th eir  
anchor, run r io t an d  co m m it rash  a n d  w ick ed a c ts , and  
inevitably brin g ab o u t th e ir  ow n e te rn a l ru in . Tako  
away th e  buoy w hich h as su stain ed  th em  and th e y  will 
im mediately sink, m an y  n e v e r  to  rise ag a in .”  Som e will 
even go so fa r  as  to  s a y  th a t  “ even i f  th e ir  form  o f  
Beligious b elief is n o t s tr ic tly  tr u e  y e t  th a t  i t  is far  
b etter than none, o r  th a n  th e  one w e w ould su g g est, and 
th a t it is w ickedness in u s  to  tr y  to  d istu rb  th e m ."

T hese are , how ever, b u t shallow  ob jectio n s, and easily
answered.

H avo wo n o t  sufficient fa ith  in th e  wisdom  and tho  
power o f o u r  A lm ig h ty  P a r e n t  to  t r u s t  ou rselves u n re­
servedly in his h a n d s?  C an  w e, for one m om en t, believe 
th a t H e, who m ad e u s  and loves us a ll, w ould e v er  
allow u b  to  d rift to  e te rn a l d estru ctio n , w hilst wo w ere  
conscientiously and w ith a ll o u r  m igh t, u sin g th e  only  
means H o has given us to  save ou rselves ? C an  w e su s­
p ect th a t H o  w ould, o r  even could , allow  one soul to  be 
everlastingly dam ned w h ilst th a t  sou l w as e ag erly  s triv ­
ing for tru th  ?  T h e  id ea is  to o  m onstrou s to  b e  e n te r ­
tained for o n e  m om ent.

F o r  ou r p a r t th en , le t  us th ro w  ov er fo r  ev er tho  
pernicious and Je su itica l  id ea th a t “ th e  end ju stifies tho  
means,”  and press fo rw ard  e a g e rly  for tr u th . L e t  us  
each m ake ou rselves s u re  th a t  th e  m eans  w e u se  to  save  
ourselves a re  good, an d  tru e , and noble, and w e m ay, w ith  
the u tm o st confid ence t r u s t  th e  e n d  in ou r H eav en ly  
F ath er’s hands, feelin g and know ing th a t  w e a re  H is  
children, a n d  th a t  H e  loves us w ith fa r  m ore th a n  an 
earthly love, and w ould  n ev er le t  one o f  us com e to  any  
everlasting h u r t  w hile w e w ere, w ith  h o n esty  and dili­
gence, search in g  fo r  t r u th . L o t  us d eterm in e to  p u t off 
all u n n atu ral bonds and b e  freo , and le t  u s  u se  ou r  
reason diligently and w ell, and h asten , as  f a r  as  in ou r  
power, th e  tim e w hen i t  will be th o  excep tio n  to  see  m en  
voluntarily fe tte rin g  th em selves, o r  to o  in d olen t to  u se  
their re a so n ; w hen th e y  will in deed be th an k fu l for tho  
assistance o f  th o se  who g av e th e m  th e  co u rag e  to  believe  
in and p ractise  “ F r e e  B elig iou s T h o u g h t.”

I t  m ust n o t, ho w ever, be sup posed th a t  I  a t  all bewail 
its absence, even in th e  p re se n t d ay . O n th e  co n trary , 
I  believe th is  a g e  is  ad v an cin g  w ith exceed in gly , rapid  
strides, in th o  d irectio n  in dicated . M y  o b je c t is p artly  
to  encou rage th is  m ovem en t b u t  m o re  esp ecially  to  
caution m y h earers  a g a in s t th ro w in g  off o n e  s e t  o f  bonds, 
and n u ttin g  on a n o th e r . S p iritu alists , o f  all o th ers, 
should bo carefu l le s t  th e y  fall in to  th is e r ro r . F reed o m  
surrounds us in  all n a tu re . T h e  birds a n d  th e  anim als  
in th e ir  n a tu ra l s ta te  a r e  fre e  o f  ev ery  r e s tra in t. T hey  
live in stin ctively  a rig h t, enjoying and carry in g  o u t th e ir  
g re a t m aker’s ends. M a n  alon e has su rro u n d ed  him self 
with laws and cu sto m s w hich p rev en t him  being n atu ral, 
which give him  d isto rte d  view s o f  G od an d  H is  law s, 
and which n o t  only dam p h is happinosB, b u t w hich also  
retard  his p ro g ress  in a n  im m easu rab le d egree. L e t  it 
bo our aim  th e re fo re  to  s tu d y  o u r  lovin g F a t h e r  th ro u g h  
H is w orks. T o  see  how  H o  deals w ith all n a tu re , and  
reason, from  w h at w e ob serve on all siijls, how  i t  is 
likely H e  deals w ith u s . W h e n  wo on ce  su cceed  in dis­
covering a  fa in t r a y  o f  ligh t, w e m u st earn estly , b u t 
rationally, an d  w ith caution, p u rsu e  it , u n til w e em erge  
into tho b road  lig h t o f  g loriou s day, and find ourselves  
indeed free  ch ild ren  o f  H im  who m ade u s, a n d  all th a t  
surrounds u s ; who loves, and p reserv es u s , an d  who is 
fftr to o  good a n d  w ise e v er to  desire us to  su rren d er, for 
one single m om en t, o n  an y -su b ject, o u r  individual righ t 
t 6  bring e v ery th in g  t o  th e  b a r  o f  th a t  reaso n  H e  h as so 
wonderfully a n d  w isely im planted  w ith in  us. H av in g  
satisfied ou rselves o f  th e  tr u th  an d  valu e o f  o u r  dis­
coveries o f  G o d ’s  law s in  re la tio n  to  us, le t  us a c t  in  
accord an ce w ith  B e e so n 's  h igh est, and th erefo re  m ost 
natural, d icta te s . W e  sh all th e n  b eg in  to  k n ow  w h at 
real happiness m ean s. W e  shall th e n  be ab le  to  re ly  
im plicitly up on G od , w ith  a  full and p e rfe c t love and  
confidence in  H im : ch eerfu lly  tr u s tin g  o u rfu tu re  en tirely  
m  H is  h a n d s ;  o u r  on ly  c i t e  b ein g  t o  u se  o ilr  ta len ts  
well, acco rd in g  t o  th e  b e s t  o f  o u r  a b ili ty ; an d  w ith  love  
and good fellow ship to  a ss is t o u r  n eigh b or t o  do th e  
“ te e , and t o  en jo y  w ith  u s  th e  sam e gloriou s and  
n atu ra l F re e d o m  in  “ B elig io u s T h o u g h t."  J ,  W .  H .

S I B  T H O M A S  B B O W N E  O N  S P I B I T U A L 1 S M .

T iiat in terco u rse  w i th . th e  invisible woidd ha« been  
enjoyed by hum an beings in all ages, is one o f  th e  b est 
au th en ticated  fa cts  in conn ection  w ith th e  h istory  o f  th o  
r a c e ; and it  would be well, I  th ink , if  stud iou s S p irit­
ualists who com e aero«« an y  tru stw o rth y  testim o n y  to  
th is  in terco u rse , w ould m ake a  note o f  it, fo r  th e  inform ­
ation  and benefit o f  o th ers. B y  w ay o f  s e ttin g  an  
exam ple inthis resp ect, T subm it a  few e x ce rp ts  from  th e  
R elig io  M ed ici, o f  S ir Thom as M oore, confessedly one o f  
th e  noblest and m ost original w orks in th e  English  
lan guage. J .  S.

“ I t  is a ridd le to  mo . . . .  how so m any learned  
heads should so fa r  fo rg et th e ir  m etaph ysicks, and des­
tro y  th e  lad der and scale o f  c ro a tu res , as  to  question th e  
existen ce  o f  sp irits. F o r  my p art, I  have ever believed, 
and do now know , th a t  th ere  a re  w itches. • T h ey  th a t  
d o u b t o f  th ese  do n o t only den y th em , b u t s p ir its : and  
a r e  obliquely, and upon consequence, a  so rt, n o t o f  
infidels, b u t a th eists .”  S ect. x x x .

“ W o  do surely owe tho discovery o f  many secrets to 
tho discovery of good and bad angels. I  could never 
pasB that seutenco of Paracelsus without an asterisk, or 
annotation: ascendens constellatum  m ulla revelat quccrcn- 
tibus m agnolia natures, i.o., opera D e i.  I  do think that 
many mysteries ascribed to our own inventions havo been 
tho courteous revelations of spirits; for those noble 
essences in heaven bear a friendly regard unto their 
fellow natures on earth : and therefore believe that those 
many prodigies and ominous prognosticks, which fore­
run the ruins of states, princes, and private persons, are 
tho charitable premonitors of good angels, which more 
careless inquirers torm but tho effects of chanco and 
nature.” Sect. xxxi.

“ T h erefo re  fo r  sp irits, I  am  so fa r  from  d en yin g th oir  
existen ce , th a t  I  could easily believe, th a t n o t only wliolo 
co u n tries , b u t p a rticu la r  persons, have th e ir  tu te la ry  and  
gu ard ian  angels. I t  is  n o t a  new opinion o f  th o  C h u rch  
o f  B orn e, b u t a n  old one o f  P y th ag o ras  and P lato . 
T h o re  is  n o h eresy  iu i t : and if  n o t m anifestly defined  
iu S crip tu re , y e t  i t  is  an opinion o f  a  good and whole­
som e uso in  th o  courso and actio n s o f  a  m an 's  li f e ; and  
w ould serv e  as  an hypothesis to  solve m an y doubts, 
w horoof com m on philosophy affordeth no solution. 
S ect, x x x iii .

“ H av in g  n o ce rta in  know ledge o f  th e ir  n atu ro , 'tis  
no bad m ethod o f  th e  schools, w h atsoever perfection  wo 
find o b scu rely  in  ourselves, in a  m ore com p lete  and  
ab solu te  w ay  to  ascrib e u n to  th em . . . .  A s  th e  
soul h a th a  pow er to  m ove th o  body i t  inform s, so th o re ’s 
a  facu lty  to  m ove an y , th ou g h  inform  n o n e : o u rs  upon  
re s tra in t o f  tim e , place and d ista n ce : b u t tiia t invisible 
h an d th a t  conveyed Ilab ak k u k  to  th e  lion 's don, o r  
Philip  to  A zo tu s, in frin geth  th is ru le , and h ath  a  so cre t  
conveyance, w herew ith m ortality  is n o t acq u ain ted . I f  
th e y  have th a t  in tu itiv e know ledge, w h ereb y, as  in r e ­
flection, th e y  beh old th o  th ou g h ts o f  on e an o th er, I  
ca n n o t p erem p to rily  den y b u t th a t  th e y  know  a  g re a t  
p a r t  o f  ou rs. T h ey  th a t, to  re fu te  th e  in vocation  o f  
sa in ts, havo denied th a t  th e y  havo an y  know ledge o f  o u r  
affairs below , h av e  proceeded to o  far, and m u st pardon  
m y opinion, till I  can  th oroughly an sw er th a t  p iece o f  
S crip tu re , “  A t  th e  conversion o f  a  sinn er, th e  angels in  
heaven rejo ice .”  . . . .  I  confess th e re  is n o t any  
c re a tu re  th a t  h ath  so n e a r a  glim pse o f  th e ir  n a tu re  as  
lig h t in  th e  sun and elem ents. W e  s ty le  i t  a  b are  
accid en t, b u t, w here i t  subsists alone, ’t is  a  spiritual 
su b stan ce a n d  m ay  be a n  angel. I n  b rief, conceive light  
invisible, a n d  that is  a  sp irit .— I b i d .

“ T hese a re  certain ly  th e  m agisterial and m asterp ieces  
o f  th e  C r e a t o r ; th e  flower, o r  as  w e m ay  say , th e  b est  
p a rt o f  n o th in g  ;  a c tu a lly  existin g , w h at w e a re  b u t in, 
hopes and probability . W o  a r e  on ly  th a t  am phibious  
piece, betw een a  co rp o real an d  a  sp iritu al essen ce ; th a t  
m iddle form , th a t  links th o se  tw o to g e th e r, an d  m akes  
good th e  m ethod o f  G od and n a tu re , th a t  ju m p s n o t

• This was a belief held by Bacon, Sir Matthew Halo, BishojJ 
Hall Bichard Baxter, Dr. Henry More, Dr. Willis, (Danville,, 
Lava ter, &c. In all probalility many of those persona whom aa  
ignorant and superstitious ago denounced aa witches and familiars 
of Satan, were the usual mediums.
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from  e xtrem es , b u t unites th e  incom patible distances by  
som o m iddle nnd p articip atin g  n atu res. T h a t we are  
th o  b reath  and sim ilitude o f  G od it  is indispensable, 
and upon reco rd  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e : b u t to  call ourselves  
a m icrocqkm , o r  little  w orld, I th o u g h t i t  only a  pleasan t 
tro p e  o f  rh eto rick  till m y n e a r judgm ents and second  
th o u g h ts  tohlJ m e th ere  w as a  rea l tru th  th erein . F o r ,  
firs t wo a re  a ru d e m ass, and in th o  rank o f  crea tu res  
w hich only a re , and have a  dull kind o f  being, n o t y e t  
p rivileged w ith life, o r p referred  to  sense o r  reason ; 
n e x t  we live th e  life o f  p lan ts, th e  life o f  anim als, th e  life 
o f  m en, and a t  la s t th e  life o f  sp ir its ; running on, in one 
m y steriou s n atu re, th o se  five kinds o f  existen ces, which 
com prehend th e  cre a tu re s , n o t only o f  th e  w orld, b u t of 
th e  universe. S e c t , x x x i v .

“  N ow  for th a t  im m aterial w orld m eth in k s we need n o t 
w an der so far as  th e  first m oveable (i .e . p rim u m  m o bile); 
fo r  oven in th is  m aterial fabric, th e  spirits walk as  freely  
e x e m p t from  th e  affection o f  tim e, place and m otion, as  
beyond th e  ex tro m est circu m feren ce. I )o  b u t e x tra c t  
from  tho corp u len cy  o f  bodies, o r  resolve th ings beyond  
th e ir  first m atter , and y o u  discover th e  h ab itation  o f  
an g els ; w hich if  I  call th e  ubiquitary and om nipresent 
essen ce  o f  G od, I  hope I  shall n o t offend D ivin ity ; for, 
b efore th e  crea tio n  o f  th e  w orld, God w as really  all 
th in g s. F o r  th e  angels ho crea ted  no new  w orld , o r  de­
te rm in a te  m ansion, nnd th erefore th e y  a re  everyw here  
w horo is his esseneo, and do live, a t  a  d istan ce even, in 
liimsolf. T h a t God m ade all th ings for m an, is in som e 
sen se tru e  ; y e t , n o t so fa r  as  to  sub ord in ate  tho creation  
o f  th o se  p u re r  c re a tu re s  unto ou rs, though, as m in ister­
in g  spirits, they do, a n d  are. w ilting to f u l f i l ,  the w ill o f  
Qod, in  these low er and sublunary a ffa irs  o f  m an."  
S e c t . x x x v .

“ E V I L "  V I E W E D  F R O M  S P I R I T U A L I S T I C ,  

A N D  F R O M  O R T H O D O X  S T A N D -P O IN T S .

Read before the “ Association of Progressive Spiritualists," 
Sunday morning, Dec. 31st, 1871 ; and before the "Free Discussion 
Society," Sunday evening, Jan . 14th, 1872.

A f t e r  eighteen  cen tu ries  o f  so-called C h ristian ity  th e  
problem  of. evil nnd its  cu re  rem ain s still unsolved by  
C h ristian s. Sin, as  i t  is called , is as  ram p an t as  ever, 
a n d  althou gh C h ristian ity  ¡b th e  s ta te  religion, a ll  th e  
institiitionB for th e  adm in istration  o f  ju stice  and rep res­
sion o f  crim e are  founded on  essentially u n ch ristian  
prin ciples. T h e  one prin ciple laid down by J e s u s  him ­
self, in positive term s, and nlBO illu strated  b y m ore th an  

. on o o f his parables, is th is— “ I  say  u n to  yo u , th a t  ye  
resist not ev il."  S o  wo seo th a t  C hristians to -d ay  hold  
th is  anom alous position, th e y  believe, o r  th in k  th ey  
boliovo, th a t G od H im self  cam e to  earth , to ok  hu m an  
form , and ta u g h t us em phatically to  resist n o t evil, and  
y e t  ou r C ou rts o f Ju s tic e , a n d  ail officers fo r  th e  adm in­
istratio n  o f  ju stice , to g eth er w ith p olice forces, volunteers, 
and stand in g arm ies, a re  a  d ire c t p ro te s t ngainBt th e  
principle, and a re  in stitu ted  fo r  th e  opposite purpose, 
th a t  o f  resisting evil to  th o  u tm o st ; a n d  I  have never

St  hoard expoun ders o f  C h ristian ity  c r y  o u t  a g a in st it.
oroforo th o se  who in sist on  th e  G odhead o f  Je su s  are  

p laced  in a  v e ry  curiou s position, th e y  say  in  effect th a t  
th e y  a r e  w iser th a n  Gou ; th e y  p reach  a  d octrin e as  
em anating from  H im , a n d  p ractica lly  confess th a t  i t  
w on’t  w ork, b y  adopting m easures f o r  dealing w ith evil 
d iam etrically  opposed to  th ose laid down b y Je su s . To  
b o co n sisten t, C hristian s should do aw ay w ith th ese  un­
ch ristian  in stitu tio n s and found o th ers  m  s t r i c t  a cco rd ­
a n c e  w ith C h rist’s com m ands, o r  else ad m it a t  on ce  th a t  
th oso com m ands a re  im practical, and a cce p t th o  logical 
d ed u ction  from  su ch  a n  adm ission. I f  J e su s  g av e co m ­

m a n d s  w hich a r e  im p ractica l, w e a re  driven to  th e  
conclu sion , e ith er th a t  ho did n o t  fu lly  u n derstand  
h u m an  n a tu re  and its  requirem ents, o r  else  th a t  th ese  
com m an ds w e re  in ten d ed  fo r  o th e r  ag e s  th a n  ou rs and  
o th e r  s ta te s  o f  so ciety . I n  e ith e r  case  wo a re  le f t to  
g ro p e  o u r  w ay  d ark ly  as  b e s t  w e m ay, blundering th a t  
w e  m ay  le a rn , u n til hy d early  b o u g h t exp erien ce  w e  
le a rn  th o se  lessons w hich C h ristian ity  has failed to  
te a ch . O n e o f  th e  lessons so le a rn t is  th a t  m ankind  
c a n n o t be gu ided by sim ple p recep ts , th a t  n o th in g  b u t

th e  accu m u lated  effects o f  in n u m erab le failures can 
teach  th em  th e  r ig h t co u rse , a n d  in d u ce th em  to  follow 
it . A n d  thuB i t  is, th a t  to -d ay  w o find, as  I  said before, 
n early  all th e  in stitu tio n s b y  w h ich  w e a r e  surrounded 
a re  essen tially  u n ch ristian , an d  if  an y on e w ere  to  advo- 
c a te  th e ir  en tire  revolu tio n  he w ould prob ably be looked 
upon ns a  m ad visionary, an d  Buffer social crucifixion.

L o o k in g  th e  m a tte r  fa irly  in th e  face  w e seo th at tho 
teach in g  o f  C h ris t is ono th in g , a n d  th e  practico  of 
C h ristian s is a n o th e r. T h is a rises  n o t  from  individual 
cap rice , for I  w ould ask  w horo and w hen have Christians, 
actin g  in th eir collective  cap acity , ca rr ie d  o u t Christ’s 
p recep ts, o f  re sistin g  n o t evil, b u t  overcom ing it with 
good ?  T he q u akers a r e  th e  on ly  on es who havo ever 
attem p ted  it, b u t th e y  a re  in so sm all a  m in o rity  th at wo 
can le t them  stan d  as  th e  e x ce p tio n  to  th e  gen eral rule. 
T h a t th is ru le  is  g en era l cou ld  be dem onstrated if 
n ecessary . T a k e  for in stan ce  th e  ch u rch  in its  ecclesi­
astical ju risd ictio n , th e re  a t  le a s t  y o u  w ould exp ect to 
s e e  C h rist's  p rin cip les ca rrie d  o u t  to  th e  le tte r, but 
w h at is tho fa c t ? W h e n  a  c lerg y m an  is se e n  gu ilty  o f evil 
doings, such as  exp ressin g  h e te ro d o x  opinions, when 
have his ecclesiastical ju d g e s  e v er tr ie d  to  overcom e tho 
evil w ith g o o d ?  I s  th e  offender n o t  p rosecu ted  and 
p ersecu ted , deprived o f  h is  living, an d  ignom inously ex­
pelled from  th e  ch u rch  ; and in p a s t  tim es havo n o t such 
m en been p ersecu ted  w ith a  fiendish c ru e lty  th at is 
absolutely  sickening to  co n to m p late  ?  T h a t th e se  things 
do n o t obtain to -d ay , w e havo to  th an k  p rin cip ally  that 
sp irit o f rationalism , w hich is still lo ok ed  upon by tho 
ch u rch  ns its  g re a te s t enem y. T h e  m em b er o f  tho 
B a lla ra t co n g reg atio n  who p rop osed  th a t  M r  Inglia’ 
in com e should be in creased  by a n  add itional £ 1 0 0  a year 
a f te r  he w as con victed  o f  ono o f  th e  m o st g larin g  pieces 
o f  plagiarism  on reco rd , w as noting on  C h ris t's  principlo 
o f  re tu rn in g  good fo r  evil, b u t how  th is  w as recoived by 
th o  r e s t  o f his fellow  C h ristian s, a n d  h o w  i t  would be 
likely to  w ork is  w ell know n. C h ristian ity  is  taught 
th eo retically , b u t  w hen p ra c tic a l  m easu res  a r c  to  be 
in stitu ted  i t  is g en era lly  p u t  aside. I n  f a c t  th o  orthodox  
religion seem s to  be in  a  helpless con d ition  gen erally , its 
p recep ts  a re  co n tra ry  to  i ts  p ra c tice , i t  is  o u t o f  harm ony  
w ith  th e  S p irit o f  th e  ago, its  ad h eren ts  a r e  luke-wnrin 
and divided am o n g st th em selves, a n d  a lto g e th e r  incapa­
b le  o f  w ork ing o u t th a t  rad ical ro fo rm  w h ich  would 
enable th em  to  keep p aco  w ith th e  on w ard  m arch  of  
p ro g ressiv e  th o u g h t. I n  n o th in g  is  th e  C h u rch  so much 
o u t o f  hnrm ony w ith  th e  sp irit o f  th e  tim es as  in its 
th e o ry  o f  evil o r  sin : foun ded a s  i t  is  u p o n  th e  assumed 
“ fall o f  m an ”  and h is co n seq u en t to ta l  d ep rav ity . The 
id eas a risin g  from  a  co n tem p latio n  o f  th e  d o ctrin e of 
O riginal Sin a r e  tr u ly  s ta rtlin g . A  m an  is  created  
“ p e r f e c t "  and placed  in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  tem ptations  
w hich p rov ed  ir re s is tib le .. T h o con seq u en ces o f  yiolding 
to  th ese  tem p tatio n s, as  d ep icted  b y  th eo lo g ian s, aro  the 
m o st horrib le  conceivable b y  th e  m in d  o f  m an . T o say 
th a t  th is  re su lt  w as n o t foreseen  b y  th e  D ivin e M in d  is 
to  den y his om niscien ce, and to  s a y  th a t  h e  could not 
p re v e n t i t  is  to  d en y  H is  om n ip oten ce. N o  th eory  of 
m an ’s  “  free  ag e n cy  "  will g e t  o u t o f  th is  difficulty, and 
w e a r e  bound to  assu m e th a t  th e  “  fa ll ”  w as p a r t  o f  tho  
D ivine p lan . T h e  sch em e fo r  sav in g  m ankind from  the  
aw ful conseq uences o f  th is  “ f a l l” is  ad m itted ly  so in­
ad eq u ate  th a t  few  th e re  a re  w ho find th e  n arro w  way, 
so th e  m ajo rity  do n o t  escap e th e  “  D ivin e cu rse ,"  and 
m u st th erefo re  suffer a n  e te rn ity  o f  to rm e n t. Su ch in 
b rie f  iB th e  o rth o d o x notion  o f  sin a n d  its  consequences. 
I t  is  need less t o  s a y  th a t  M o d e m  S p iritu alists  r c icc t  
su ch  irra tio n al id eas, and th e y  a r e  th e re fo re  accu sed  of  
ta k in g  aw ay  th o  safeguards o f  m o ra lity , an d  b y  un­
se ttlin g  m en 's  fa ith  ten d in g  to  m ak e  th e m  law less. To 
re p ly  to  th is ob jection  is  th e  o b ject o f  th is  p a p e r, and I  
w ish to  show th a t  in  su b stitu tin g  ra tio n a l ideas for 
irra tio n a l ones th e y  tig h te n , r a th e r  th a n  lo osen , th e  bonds 
o f  m oral obligation .

S p iritu alists  r e je c t  th e  o rth o d o x n o tio n s o f  sin and its  
con seq u en ces on  th e  follow ing g r o u n d s :—

W o  do n o t  believe in  th e  “  fa ll ”  o f  m an  fro m  a  state  
o f  p erfectio n , b ecau se  th e r e  is  rfot sufficient evidence to  
su p p o rt su ch  a n  id ea, a n d  b ecau se  th e r e  is  a  large  
am o u n t o f  evidence t o  th e  c o n tra ry . I t  co n tra d ic ts  the  
w ell a sce rta in e d  law s o f  p rog ression , an d  re p re se n ts  th e
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D eity as in cap able o f  ca rry in g  o u t  H is  designs, i f  th ey  
were1 benevolent, and su cceed in g  adm irably  if  th e y  w ere  
m alignant. R e je c tin g  th e  fall w e n ecessarily  re je c t  the  
consequences o f  th e  fall su ch  as  e tern al to rm en ts , and  
wc shrink from  a ttrib u tin g  to  G od , actio n s m o re  horrible  
than th e  w orst e v er co m m itted  b y  th e  m o st degraded o f  
H is creatu res. I t  m ay  b e  horo o b jected  th a t  th e  d octrin e  
of eternal dam nation  is seldom  p reach ed  now , I  am  
aware o f th is , b u t th a t  it  is  p reach ed  I  can testify , 
having heard o n e  o f  th e  m o st resp ected  o f  m inisters  
declare from  th e  p u lp it, th a t— “  I f  th e  lak e o f  fire and  
brim stone is on ly  a  m etap h o r, th a t  w e a r e  to  rem em ber  
th at a m etap h or aheays  falls  sh o rt o f  th e  rea lity ,”  from  
which w e m u st in fe r  th a t  if  H ell is n o t a  lak e o f  fire and  
brim stone i t  is so m eth in g  a  g r e a t  deal w o rs e ! T here  
a rc  very  few C h ristian  m in isters  w ho do n o t  re fe r  to  
H ell and th e  D evil occasion ally , and a  few y e a rs  ag o  i t  
was the fashion to  p o rtra y  th e  in fern al region s with all 
possible m in u ten ess, to  re p re se n t th e  m ost horrible  
to rtu res im aginable, a n d  th en  en d eavou r, by ev ery  in­
genious device, to  le a d  th e  m ind to  co n ceiv e  a n  id ea o f  
an etern ity  o f  such to r tu re s . M an y  c lerg y m an  preach  
about th e  D evil fo r  th e  sam e reaso n  th a t  foolish nu rse- 
girls talk ab o u t “ O ld  B o g ie ,”  to  frig h ten  ch ild ren  in to  
com plying w ith th e ir  w ishes. T h e  D evil nnd h is angels  
have hith erto  b een  lo ok ed  up on  b y th eologian s as  a  so r t  
o f m oral p olice fo r .th e  d etectio n  nnd pu n ish m en t o f  “s in .” 
The fear o f H e ll h as  u n d o u b ted ly  exercised  a  restrain in g  
intluence ov er som e m ind s, in c e rta in  s tag es  o f  th e ir  
developm ent: a n  in fluence, p erhap s, th a t  cou ld  have  
been exercised  b y  n o th in g  else, b u t as  th o se  m inds 
becom e fu r th e r  developed th e y  begin to  reason fo r  th e m ­
selves, th e y  sec th e  ab su rd ity  o f  th e  w holo d o ctrin e , th e  
restraining influence is th ro w n  off, and th e y  becom o  
what theologians c a ll “ law less.”  I t  g en era lly  happens, 
however, th a t  b efo re  this' influence is th ro w n  oil', th ese  
minds g e t  glim p ses o f  a  h ig h e r and n o b ler restra in in g  
power th a t ap p eals to  th e ir  reason, in stead  o f  appealing  
to  th e  low er in stin c t o f  fear. T h is h ig h er restrain in g  
power is th e  know ledge  o f  th e  laios o f  n a tu re  w hich com pel 
obedience in p rop ortion  to  th e  d eg ree  in w hich th e y  are  
intelligently com p reh en d ed . T h ese  law s a re  so ben e­
ficent and y e t  so e x a c tin g  th a t  th e y  on ly  req u ire  to  'be 
known to  be ob eyed as  fa r  as  th e  individual is cap ab le  o f  

_ obeying his con v ictio n s, in 'o p p o sitio n  to  th e  blind and  
vicious p rop en sities h e  m ay  h av e  in h erited  ; propensities  
which will becom e m o re  an d  m o re  feeble th ro u g h  each  
succeeding g en era tio n , in th e  ra tio  in  w hich know ledge  
abounds. A  m an  c a n n o t g e t  know ledge w ith o u t cu lti­
vating his facu lties  an d  th u s  im proving his organism  
som ew hat, th is  im p ro v em en t w ill, u n d er favou rab le c ir­
cum stances, bo tra n sm itte d  to  h is  offspring, if  h e  has  
any, his ch ild ren  h av in g  th u s  in herited  a  disposition to  
acquire kn ow ledge w ill co n tin u e  in th e  w ay  h e  has  
begun and leave to  th e ir  ch ild ren  still fu r th e r  im proved  
organism s, and so o n  th ro u g h  m an y  g en eratio n s un til 
our re m o te  d escen d an ts w ill h av e  so im proved in  th e ir  
physical and m en tal co n stitu tio n s  th a t  th e y  w ill y ield  
with ease th a t  ob edien ce to  th e  h ig h er d icta te s  o f  th e  
mind w hich wo y ie ld  w ith  difficulty . ThiiT cou rse  o f  
im provem ent, w h ich  I  h av e  so im p erfectly  sk etch ed , will 
take place only as  a  g e n e ra l r u le ,  th e re  w ill be m any  
apparent excep tion s.

T he foreg oin g  a rg u m e n t lessen s th e  w eigh t o f  th e  oft- 
urged ob jection  th a t  th e  know ledge  o f  w h at is  r ig h t will 
not m ake m en do i t ,  even i f  th e y  know  i t  to .b e  to  th eir  
tru e  in te re s t to  do so. M an y  w ell m eanin g m en are  
continually d rag g ed  dow n b y  tn e  anim al p o rtio n  o f  th e ir  
n atu re , a n d  d o th in g s  fro m  w hich th e ir  h igher n atu re  
r e co ils ; b u t  i f  th e  s tru g g le  b etw een  th e  h ig h er and  
low er n a tu re  is  co n tin u ed  th ro u g h  a  few  gen eration s, 
th e  low er w ill in evitab ly  b o sub dued , a n d  cease  to  e x e r t  
any u n con trolab le  influence.

T he o rth o d o x  view  o f  th e  p u n ish m en t o f  sin , in spite  
o f  i ts  se v erity , fails to  h a v e  th e  d esired  effect on  persons  
whose re a so n  is  aw ak en ed  in  th e  slig h te st d eg ree  ; for  
th e  sim ple re a so n  th a t  th e  p u n ish m en t is n o t inevitable, 
and to  have m ad e  e te rn a l to rm e n ts  in evitab le  would  
have been go in g  t o  g r e a te r  len g th s  th a n  even o u r  o rth o ­
dox friends w ould g o . T h e  sch em e fo r  salvation from  
th e  con seq u en ces o f  sin  ten d s t o  n eu tralise  th e  fe a r  o f  
H ell, so th a t  th e  devil an d  a ll his an g els a r e  powerless

to  frighten th e  sinn er from  th e  e r ro r  o f  his w ays. 
A ccord in g  to  th e  orth odox schem e a  m an ihay lie, ch eat, 
and steal w ith im punity if  he rep en ts  and believes at th e  
eleventh  h o u r. A  m an m ay go from  dissipation to  dissi­
pation , from  y o u th  to  age , n eg lectin g  his du ties and  
sca tte rin g  distress and m isery in his p ath  and yet escap e  
th e  conseq uences by a  death-bed rep en tan co . A  m an  
m ay go red-handed from  crim e to  crim e, desolating  
happy hom es, and revelling in th e  w retched ness h e  has 
b rou gh t ab o u t, and y e t  th e  rep en tan ce  follow ing his  
a rre s t  and conviction , and a  m um bled confession o f  faith , 
is  sufficient to  send him  a t  once to  heaven to  tak e  his 
p lace beside th e  ph ilan th rop ist who has devoted his life 
to  th e  happiness o f  others.

>Such a  schem e does n o t even appeal to  a  m an ’s fears 
effectually, and it  so violates th e  n atu ra l sen se o f  ju stice  
th a t  i t  ca n n o t app eal to  an y th in g  higher.

H o w  m uch m o re  ration al th en  to  teach  m en th a t th ey  
can n o t possibly escap e th e  consequences o f  th e ir  actio n s; 
th a t th e  tran sgression  o f  an y  n atu ral law  will inevitably  
brin g its  ow n punishm ent. T o te a ch  th em  th a t  to  live 
in harm ony w ith th e  law s o f  th e ir  being is happiness, 
and to  be o u t o f  harm ony w ith 'th e m  is m isery . T each  
m en th a t  th e y  a re  social beings, and th a t  to  in jure any  
m em b er o f  so ciety  is in d irectly  to  in ju re them selves, and  
th a t  th e  good o f  one is th e  good o f  all. H o w  m uch  
m ore ration al to  so reform  so ciety  th a t  th ose hotbeds o f  
crim e and disease, w an t and m isery on th e  one hand, 
and needless lu x u ry  on th e  o th er, should be no m o r e ; to  
so co n stitu te  so cie ty  th a t m en ’s duties  should a g re e  with 
th e ir  interests, and th u s p u t an  end to  dishonesty. This  
looks a  ra th e r  hopeless ta sk , b u t who, looking a t  th e  
accom plished facts  o f  th e  past, shall d are  to  place bounds 
to  h u m an  in g en u ity ?  T h a t i t  will be done is ns su re as  
i t  is th a t  m an has unsatisfied aspirations. I t  will be  
ob jected  th a t  th e  suffering cau sed  by th e  tran sgression  
o f  n a tu ra l law s will be insufficient to  d e te r  m en from  
tran sg ressin g , and th a t th ey  will give w ay to  th e ir  law ­
less passions. This may  be so , b u t if i t  is, m en will 
rem ain  u n d e te rre d ; as  th e  o rth od o x sch em e h as  lo st its  
hold on th ink in g m ind s, and th e  unthinking will n o t pay  
an y  h eed  to  it , un til th ey  have done, all th e  h arm  th ey  
a re  likely to  do, and a r e  b ro u g h t to  th e ir  death-beds. 
T he objection com es w ith a  very  bad g ra c e , from  ■Chris­
tian s, who, to  bo con sisten t, should ch a rg e  Jcs fls  w ith  
loosenin g th e  bonds o f m oral obligation w hen h e  refused  
to  ju d g e  th e  w om an tak en  in ad u ltery , and m ado use o f  
th o se  m em orablo w ords— “ H e  th a t is w ith o u t sin am ong  
y o u , le t  him c a s t  th e  first s to n e  a t  h e r ."  O r  in tho  
beau tiful p arab le  o f  th e  P rod igal Son, wlion th e  good  
fa th er is m ade to  rew ard  h is errin g  son, th u s offering ah  
in du cem ent for o th e r  sons to go nnd do likew ise. I n  
fact th e  C h ristian ’s position is so in con sisten t th rou gh ­
o u t th a t  th e ir  objections to  us a re  w o rth less ; le t  them  
p u t th e ir  ow n houses in order before essaying to  a rran g e  
ours.

T he problem  o f  evil is  very  sim ple in  th o  a b s tr a c t ; 
b u t o u r  visions have been so pervo rted  by e a rly  tra in ­
ing, and th e  ch ao tic  n a tu re  o f  th e  ideas c u r re n t on tho  
su b ject, th a t  i t  is  difficult to  g e t  a  c le a r  view  o f  it.

M a n  is su rround ed b y g en eral law s, w h ich  govern him  
physically , m orally , and in tellectu ally . P e r f e c t  obedi­
e n ce  to  th ese  law s w ould yield  p erfect happiness, b u t as  
m an a t  th e  o u tse t w as ig n o ran t o f  th ese  law s he could  
only becom o consciou s o f  th e ir  ex isten ce  by th e  dis­
com fort cau sed  by tran sg ressin g  th em , and th e  com fort  
resu ltin g  from  obedience. A lth ou gh  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  
law s w ere  th u s  m ade known early  in th e  history- o f  th e  
ra ce , th e  n a tu re  o f  th ese law s w as very  im perfectly  
u n d erstood , h en ce th e  im p erfection  o f  hu m an en actm en ts, 
and th e  in ju stice  resu ltin g  from  th em . T h o n atu ra l 
law s a r e  so boncficent and so p e rfe ct in th e ir  w orking ' 
th a t  m ankind will be com nolled to  yield  obedience in

a Drtion to  th e ir  know ledge o f  th em . This b rin gs us  
e proposition o f  th e  gifted  a u th o r o f  “ T h e  A lp h a ”  

th a t  “ T h e  e rro rs  o f  m ankind a r e  alw ays in th e  e x a c t  
ra tio  o f  th e ir  Ign o ra n ce ,"  and points to  th e  first d u ty  o f  
th e  tr u e  refo rm er, th o  d u ty  o f  th orou g h ly  in stru ctin g  all 
children in th o  law s which reg u la te  th e ir  being, th e  law s , 
o f  both bodily and m en tal h ealth , th e  social laws, and  
th ose govern in g th e ir  sp iritu al asp iration s, as  fa r  as  th ey  
a re  know n. T he law s o f  h ealth  have been sadly
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n e g le cte d  h i th e r to ; how m any a  fine co n stitu tio n  has 
been ruined th ro u gh  ig n oran ce o f  th em , how m any sen t  
to  p rem atu re/ graves, leaving helpless ones to  m ourn  
th e ir  loss, and how m any g r e a t  m inds have been w eighed  
dow n and ¿rippled b y physical infirm ities resu ltin g  
originally froin-tnis cause.

T h e  prevailing ig n o ran ce  o f  social laws should be r e ­
m oved as  speedily as  p o ssib le ; th e  crim e and m isery  
resu ltin g  from th is ig n oran ce is b u t to o  ap p aren t.

T he law s reg u latin g  o u r  h igher n atu re  and th e  asp ira­
tions a re  n o t so readily com prehended as  th e  preceding  
ones, h u t th e  principal evil seem s to  resu lt from  th e  
m istaken end eavou r to  fo rce  th e  mind into creed s, which 
how ever well th e y  m ay have been adap ted  to  th e  past, 
a r c  certain ly  to o  n arrow  for hum an needs to -d ay . This, 
I  believe, w ould be acknow ledged by one h alf  o f  the  
orth odox , m inisters if  th ey  could b u t see  som ething  
b e tte r  to  re p la ce  th e  old th eology. B u t  th e ir  hands and  
to n gu es a r e  tie d ; to  in vestigate  any now form  o f  religion, 
e x ce p t for th e  purpose o f  denouncing it, would be fatal 
t o  th e ir  position. B u t a  know ledge o f  th e  op eration s of 
th e  n atu ra l law s will grad u ally  spread am on g th e  people, 
and th e  g r e a t  w ork before us is to  dem on strate  th em  so 
scientifically as  to  com pel belief, and righ t actio n s will 
u ltim ately  follow.

I n  th o  m eantim e th ere  is a  w ide field for th e  exercise  
o f  th e  u tm o st ch a rity  in ju d gin g  oth ers, as  n e a rly  a ll the  
crim es th a t society  punishes in tho individual a r e  directly  
traceab le to  so ciety  itself. Thousands o f  m iscrablo  
w retches a re  y early  plunged headlong in to  crim e from  
absolute w an t, caused by th e  vicious co n stitu tio n  o f  
so ciety . This b eg ets su ch  a  sense o f  w ron g and o f  in­
ju stice , th a t it tu rn s  m en into beasts o f  p rey  who m ake  
w ar on  society , and a r e  only held in check b y keeping  
a n  arm y  o f  p olice W h o  shall say th a t  th is does n o t  
arise  from  a wildly m isdirected desire fo r  ju stice , which  
prop erly train ed  a n d  d irected  w ould have m ade h eroes  
o f them  ? T he enorm ous am oun t o f  hu m an en ergy th a t  
is ann ually  w asted in crim e and its repression  w ould, if  
tu rn e d  into tho prop er chan nel, cu ltiv ate  all th o  w aste  
lands and cre a te  abu nd ance o f  th ose n ecessaries o f  life, 
th e  w an t o f  which is th e  principal in cen tive to  crim e. 
T o  m e it  is a  beautiful th ou g h t, 'th a t  •'nearly all th e  
crim es coinm ilted in th is crim e-stain ed  w orld, m ay after  
all, be but th e  re su lt o f  m isdirection  o f  facu lties th a t a re  
noble in them selves. H o w  m an y  a  p o or w retch  th e re  is, 
b o rn  in sin and m isery, su rround ed from  in fan cy by the  
d irest poverty, unable to  e a rn  an  hon est living, and not 
knowing w h ere to g e t food to  satisfy  th o  crav in g s o f  his 
n atu re , y e t  he looks around and sees thousands rolling  
in w ealth  and lu xu ry  who w ould sp u rn  him as  th ey  
w ould tho dirt un der th e ir  f e e t ; w h at can  he do in such  
a  case ? Shall he a cce p t su ch  a  s ta te  o f things as  righ t, 
and m iserably s ta r v e ; o r  shall ho, guidod by th ose self­
sam e in stincts th a t would be called m anly  i f  applied in 
any o th er w ay , m ake w ar on th ose he considers his  
op pressors and endeavour to  g e t  by foul m eans th a t  
subsistence which he can  g e t  in no o th e r w a y ?  Tho  
Biime in stin cts  th a t p rom p t tho uso o f  th ese m eans by 
th e  crim inal, p rom p t society  to  m ako w ar on him ; he is 
cap tu red  and dies as he has lived— m iserably, and if  u n ­
repenting, ou r o rth od o x friends would consign him to  an  
etern ity  o f  m isery h ereafter. A n d  for w h a t?  W h a t  has 
been th e  cau se  o f  all th o  m isery suffered b y th is poor 
w retch , does i t  n o t Biinply resolvo itself  in to  an  accid en t  

'• of birth  ? I f  he had boon b o m  in  o th e r  circu m stan ces, 
and surrounded b y b e tte r  influences, and possessed a  
happier organ ization , m igh t ho n o t have been th e  m ost  
honoured  instead o f  th e  m ost despised  o f  e a rth ’s  children ? 
B e  it  ou rs th en  to  w ork e arn estly  for th e  am elioration o f  
hu m an Buffering, and to  ex te n d  o u r  sym p ath y to  th ose  
p o or w retch es who m ay, a f te r  all, be m ore sinned  
again st th an  sinning.

E .

Attention is called to Mr. Tyorman's advertisement in 
thiB issue. Our country friends would do well to avail 
themselves of tho opportunity of securing the services 
of an ablo exponent of tho facts and philosophy of 
Spiritualism. r J

TIIE  ARGUS REVIEW  OP “SCEPTICISM 
AND SPIRITUALISM ."

"  I f  w h a t  y o u  s a w  i s  a  f a c t ,  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i n g ,  a s  I  d o ,  y 0 , , r  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  v e r a c i t y ,  t h e n  b e  s u r e  t h e r e  l i e s  m u c h  m o re  
b e n e a t h  i t  t h a n  m e e t s  v u l g a r  e y e s ; m u c h  w h i c h  i s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  
d e e i i c s t  a n d  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I  s h o u l d  lo o k  u iio n  
m y s e l f  a s  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  f o o l ,  w e r e  I  t o  l o t  s u c h  a  m y s t e r y  
p o p  b y  m e  w i t h o u t  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  e l u c i d a t e  i t . ”

TO THE EDITOIl OF THE ABOU8.

S in — F o llow in g  in th e  w ake o f  th o  Q u a rterly  Review,
I  observe y o u  have a t  last b rok en  th o  ice, and began to  
w rite ab o u t, w h at y o u r  read ers  h av e  boon talk in g  about, 
so lo n g , and so m uch, viz.— “ S p iritu alism ."

T ru stin g  th a t y o u r sp ace  will be op en to  both sides 
o f  w h at ou gh t to  be a  grav e , as  w ell as in terestin g  con­
troversy , I  ven tu re  to  ad d ress y o u , an d  tak e  exception  
to  th e  ju stn e s s  o f  y o u r review  o f  “  Scep ticism  and 
Spiritualism  ” in th e  A ry u s  issue o f  th e  2 8 th  in st.

Y o u r  review  qu otes am o n g st o th e rs  th is  passage—  
“ T h eir r e to r t  m ay b o v e ry  w itty , b u t in o rd er to bo 
eith er cu ttin g , o r  aprop os, i t  la ck s , l ik e  most o f  their 
arg u m en ts, th re e  indispensable in g red ien ts , i.o.— truth, 
relevan cy , a n d  d e p th ."  G ra n tin g  th a t  y o u r witty 
review  has been p leasan tly  d ressed  u p  to  su it tho taste  
o f  a th oughtless fashionable world, who lo ve to  go, like 
dead fish, w ith th e  stream , I  sh all co n te n t and limit 
m yself to  p o in tin g  o u t, how  i t  fails in  th o  th re e  par­
ticu lars  su gg ested , and p ro g n o stica ted , by th e  Authoress 
o f  th o  book in question . T ru th  th e n  firs t— certainly  
tru th  beforo, and above all th in g s— T h e review  opens 
w ith th ese  w ords— “  W e  should im ag in e  th a t  she is one 
o f  th ose lad ies’ m aids who have n o  o b jectio n  to  travel 
abroad, and h e r  book is  full o f  b ad  E n g lish , worse 
F re n c h , and illogical a rg u m e n t, an d  a ll th a t  belongs to 
th ose who affect “ s tu d ies  ” — “  li te ra tu r e  ”— and the 
so cie ty  o f  m en o f  le tte rs .” T h o re a l a n d  p la in  facts  of 
th o  case a re , th a t  th e  book is  n o t  on ly  w ritte n  in good 
En glish , b u t in such sin g u larly  g o o d  lan g u ag e  as to  bo 
in dicative o f  a  stam p  o f  m ind, th e  v e ry  re v e rse  o f  that 
o f  a  ladies’ m aid, cau sin g  th e  review  t o  be so far the 
v e ry  rev erse  o f  th e  tru th . T h is is  u n im p o rtan t, except 
th a t  m  sounds th e  k ey  n o te  o f  d isto rtio n  o’f  faefs, the 
to n e  o f  which ru n s th ro u g h  th e  w h ole review . However 
ns th is is only m y w ord o r  opinion, a g a in st y o u rs, allow 
m e b y  w ay o f  gain in g  evidence on  m y side, to  ask how 
i t  cam e to  pass th a t  a  w om an o f  th e  ladies’ m aid rank  
and ca st , m ixed so sociably w ith  th o se  in  high positions 
all ov er th e  co n tin en t. I t  is  tr u e  th a t  in  describing 
sayin gs and doings th a t  tra n sp ire  up on th e  continent, 
she v e ry  n a tu ra lly  (n o t  a ffected ly ) gives som e o f  the 
pointed exclam ation s she hears, in th e  v e ry  w ords o f  tho 
lan gu ag e in w h ich  th e y  w ere u tte re d . I t  w ould have 
evidently been u n n atu ra l fo r  h e r  to  havo tran sla ted  such 
exclam ation s in ev ery  in stan ce . T h e  c h a rg e  o f  affecta­
tio n  is sim ply u n tru e . I  ju d g e  th e re  is  insufficient 
F r o n c h  in h er book to  p e rm it o f  a n  opinion being 
form ed o f  h e r  proficien cy  in th a t  la n g u ag e , b u t i t  should 
be rem em b ered  th a t  a n  ed u cated  E n g lish m an , listening  
to  a F re n ch  o r  G o rm an  g e n tlem an  visitor in  England, 
m igh t d e te c t im p erfection s in th e ir  u se  o f  E n glish  every  
few  m inutes. T o in fer th e re fro m , e ith o r  v u lg arity , or 
deficiency o f  ed u cation , w ould be s tr ic tly  u n tru e , and 
th is is th o  kind o f  u n tru th  I  c h a r g e  hom o to  y o u r re ­
view. T h o deficiency in  th e  f irs t,.in g re d ie n t “ tru th  ” 
b ein g  th u s  established , I  p ass on  t o —

R e l e v a n c y .— Mention is made of her having seen at 
her very first seance a table hop eight feet, and flowers 
Wid moved in her presence, from the chimneypiece to a 
girl’s hair, and all this without the intervention of any 
human hands, or seen agency. The question is,—is this 
true ? I f  we grant her lack of perfect gentility, and 
good taste, how does that fact become relevant to the 
truth, or otherwise, which she records, and which I 
repeat is the great and only point the mind’s eye con­
centrates itself upon. A lady with taste, gentility and 
erudition, as perfect as an Argus reviewer, would not be 
more truthful, or reliably observant than a clever ladies 
maid, a status which I  think your gallantry yet allows 
to our authoress. How therefore does this question of 
gentility and good French, become relevant, when the 
eye is fixed enquiringly upon the truth of the wonder. 
Having noticed what is not relevant, I  will just mention
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what would b e  e x a c tly  re le v a n t, fo r  in stan ce  if  th e  
review hail m en tion ed  w h eth er th o  re p o rte d  m ovem ent 
of the tab le  and flow ers, an d  h arm o n y  from  a  m usical 
instrum ent w ith o u t c o n ta c t  o f  h u m an  hands, o r seen  
agency, was a  tr u th , o r  falsehood, in th e  estim atio n  o f  
the review er. T h e  rev iew  m ig h t be search ed  in vain for 
an answ er to  th is  qu estion . A  senseless, evading, u n ­
meaning grin , is  in variably  su b stitu te d  by th e  A n ti- 
Spiritist, for a  bold an sw er t o  su ch  a  qu estion . I  th ink  
I  have now established th e  f a c t  o f  th e re  b ein g  a  second  
deficient in gred ien t in th e  review  o f  “ re le v a n cy .” W e  
n ext com e to —

“ D e p t h . ” — W h y  does n o t  th e  review  go a t  on ce  into  
the depth, and h e a rt o f  th e  su b ject, b y  a tte m p tin g  a  
solution o f  th e  tw o  follow in g qu estion s, w hich s ta re  us  
in the face  a t  th e  firs t g lan ce , th e  v e ry  first b lu sh ^ tf tho  
whole business. I t  m u st o f  n ecessity  be {f ia t th e  
phenomena do, o r  do n o t  ta k e  p laco  A  clergym an  (in  
your issuo o f  th e  sum o d a te  w ith th e  review ) a v e rs , th a t  
from his ow n p erson al e x p e rie n ce , th e  ph enom ena do  
take placo, a n d  acco m p an ied  by in telligen ce a n d  free  
from trick ery , even t o  tn c  co u n tin g  o f  coins in a  gen tle­
man’s p o ck e t o r  g iv in g  th e  n am e o f  a  lad y, to  whom a  
gentlem an is en g aged  to  be m arried .

F u s t  Q u e s t i o n .— I f  m o tio n  an d  sound b y un seen  
agency accom p anied  b y  in te llig en ce  ta k e s  p lace  in ou r  
midst, why did w o n o t  h e a r  o r  re a d  o f  su ch  g re a t  
wonders in th e  days o f  o u r  fa th e rs  ?  W h a t  can bo th e  
cause o f  th o  n ew  effects w e w itn ess, o r h e a r o f ?  w h at 
the ob ject ? H o w  fa r  can  w e d isasso ciate  th e se  even ts, 
with tlic S u prem e D isp o ser o f  ev en ts ?  and la s tly  how  
foolish to  m e e t su ch  e v en ts  on ly  w ith lau g h ter, and  
hearty m u tu al ab u se  all ro u n d , a n d  how is  th a t to  bo 
explained ?

S e c o n d  Q u e s t i o n .— I f  th e  p h enom en a d o n o t tak e  
place,— then, a n d  in  th a t  case , w h a t can  be th o  cau se  o f  
the y e t g re a te r  w onder th a n  all th e  hnrm ony and m ove­
ments spoken o f ?  w h a t I  say , c a n  bo th e  cau so o f  such  
wonderfully false re p o rts  ?  all alik e , from  all p a rts  o f  
the world, and sp rin g in g u p  u n d er ou r v e ry  noses, and  
before ou r ow n ey es , i f  w e like to  lo ok  o r  listen  ?  I f  
your review h ad ackn ow led ged ou r boing driven by force  
o f facts, and circu m sta n ce s , to  th e se  tw o difficult ques­
tions, I  would n o t  'have ch arg ed  it  w ith lack  o f  d ep th  o f  
reasoning. T h e  roviow  reco g n ises  n o  phenom ena, 
puzzling o r  oth erw ise. I t  “ affects  ” to  suppose, b u t  
dares n o t to  s ta te , th a t  su ch  p h enom en a, ex ists  on ly  in  
the fancy o f  silly  peop le H e r e  th e  “ a ffe c ta tio n ” lies, 
not with th o  “  ladies’ m aid .”

" T h e  f a u l t s  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  w i t h  f r e e d o m  w e  b l a m e ,
B u t  t a x  n o t  o u r s e l v e s  t h o u g h  w e  p r a c t i s e  t h e  s a m e , "

I  hold th a t  I  h av e  now  m ad e good m y engagem ent, 
and th a t I  have co n v icted  y o u r  review  o f  lack in g  th e  
three in gred ien ts, in d ica ted  b y  th o  au th o ress, “ tru th , 
relevancy, an d  d ep th .” A s  exam plo p revails m o re  th a n  
precept, and seein g  th a t  y o u  have n o t th e  co u rag e  in  
your review , to  say  w h eth er y o u  believe th e  soun ds and  
movements ns describ ed , did, o r  did n o t, ta k e  p l * e ,  I  
wall se t you a n  exam p lo  an d  say , th a t  I  do believe th ey  
did tak e p la ce , e x a c tly  a s  described. M y  in du cem ent 
and reason fo r  believin g is  th is ,— B e fo re  I  h ad  m y hands  
upon a  tab le  in  a  c ircle  for five m in u tes, for th e  first 
tim e in m y life, i t  ro s e  u p  five o r  six  in ch es and m oved  
ro™ d  >n a  circle ' as  i t  d rew  one leg  o v er th e  c a r p e t ; a t  
a following sean ce , th o  v e ry  la s t  th a t  & w aa a t , th e  table  
astonished u s  a ll, b y  b eatin g  tim e  to  a n  a ir  I  sang. 
J-tns w as d istin ctly  visible to  ev ery  o n e  in  th e  room , n o t  
?  8™ all p a rty — I  ask  how  m u ch  difference is th ere  
between th o  p h enom en a a t  th e se  tw o sean ces, and th a t  
record ed b y th e  c lerg y m an  a lre a d y  spoken o f  on th e  one  
Hide, and th e  flow er m ovem en ts, a n tig rav ita tio n  leap, 
and th e  h arm onious ch o rd s, w h ich  severally  convinced  
and converted, th e  A u th o re ss  o f  A u relia , and h er lady  
n ? n“ > 'P  th e  o th e r  case . T h e  d ifferen ce is  n o t  so great, 

and having se e n  th e  o n e p h enom en on, I  believe in th e  
like one, w h ich  I  did n o t see. T h o tr u th  is th e re  are  
countless in stan ces  o f  flow er m ovem ents b y  unseen  
agen cy on  record-— v e t th e se  a r e  th e  w ords you m ak e use 
01 111 in tro d u cin g  Die s u b je c t in  y o u r  re v ie w :— “ T he

llowing ab su rd ity  is  re co rd e d  as  having tak en  place. 
° " , 8 lr) if  th e  flow ers did m ove as  reco rd ed , th a t  was 

o t  th e  w ay  fo r  y o u  to  n o tice  it . I f  y o u r  em ployees saw

and reco rd ed  such phenom ena as th e  bron ze B u rk e  and  
and W ills  m arch in g dow n C ollins Stro.et p ast y o u r  door  
w ould you consid er i t  a  m a tte r  for lau g h ter, a n d  head  
y o u r n o tice  o f  th e  phenom enon in y o u r  n e x t issue, in 
th e  sam e w ords th a t  find a  place in y o u r  review  ?  v i s : 
“ T he following ab su rd ity  w as seen, and reco rd ed  by o u i  
em ployees.” T o t r e a t  such phenom ena w ith lau g h ter  
on ly, and w ith o u t a tte m p t a t  investigation o r  elu cidation  
w ould (lik e  y o u r  review ), exh ib it a lack o f  depth o f  
th ou g h t— Sec m o tto  selected  for th is  le tter.

I f  y o u r  position is n o t a lto g eth er to o  high to  be co r­
rected  in th is re sp e ct, by a  “ ladies’ m aid ," 1 will conclu de  
by quoting h er—

“  T h e  critics  who p resu m e to  ridicu le tho phenom ena  
fo rg et th a t  i t  is th e  suprem o wisdom o f G od which th ey  
p resu m e to  a rra ig n  b efore th e ir  p e tty  trib u n al. F o r  
if  THE FACTS AUK tbue, w h o shall deny th a t  th ey  pro­
ceed from  G od’s w ill?  A n d  if  from  H im , who shall 
presum e blasphem ously to  assert th a t  th ey  can  bo e ith er  
PCF.BILE, FOOLISH OB VAIN.”

I  a m , Sir,
Y o u r .o b d t. S ervan t,

S o u th  Y a r r a ,  W .
2 9 th  D e c ., 1 8 7 1 .

P . S . — I  h a v e  o b t a i n e d ,  a n d  a p j i e n d  h e r e t o ,  n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  
h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  c o l o n y ,  u s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a c q u i r e ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  A u t h o r e s s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  g o o d n e s s  o r  b a d n e s s  

o f  h e r  F r e n c h  a n d  E n g l i s h .
I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h a t  h i g h  a u t h o r i t y  i s  a d v e r s e  

t o  A rgus  t r u t h f u l n e s s  i n  t h a t  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d  a s  a  b r i c k  i s  a  
v e r y  g o o d  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  i K i r t i o n s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w a l l ,  
s o  i s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a  g o o d  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  j u s t n e s s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  
r e v i e w .

A n  a b o r t i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  l a d y ' s  s p e l l i n g ,  a n d  a  t u m b l e  
d o w n  o v e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  d o c s  n o t  s a y  m u c h  f o r  t h o  c a n d i d  e a r n e s t ­

n e s s  o f  t h e  r e v i e w e r ;  n o r  c a n  I  s e e  h o w  a  t  t o o  m u c h  o r  t o o  l i t t l e ,  
i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n  a t  i s s u e ,  v i z :  w h e t h e r  m a n k i n d  
a r c ,  o r  a r c  n o t ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  r e c e i v i n g  a  f u r t h e r  r e v e l a t i o n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  t h o s e  m i n i s t e r i n g  s p i r i t s  e m p l o y e d  b y  O o d  
o n  s u c h  m i s s i o n s  d u r i n g  s o  m a n y  n g e s  p a s t .

T h e  r e v i e w  p r o v e s  t h i s ,  a n d  i t  p r o v e s  n o  m o r e .  I t  p r o v e s  h o w  
m u c h  t r u t h  t h e r e  w a s  i n  t h e  o f t  r e p e a t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
a u t h o r e s s ,  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  ( a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s ­
t i a n ) .  i s  i n v a r i n b l y  s u b je c t e d  t o  h a v e  h i s  o r  h e r  v e r a c i t y ,  a n d  
n a t u r a l  a m i  a c q u i r e d  e n d o w m e n t s  o f  m i n d ,  a s p e r s e d  a n d  t r a d u c e d .

M e i ,BOURNE,
J a n .  2 » ,  1 8 7 2 .

D e a r  S i r , — I  h a v e  l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e  b o o k  y o u  s e n t  m e ,  b y  t h e  
“  a u t h o r e s s  o f  A u r e l i a , ”  a n d  i n  a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  I  s h o u l d  l i e  
d i s p o s e d  t o  s a y : —

( 1 )  T h a t  t h o  l a d y ' s  a c q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  g o o d ,  b u t  t h a t  h e r  m i n d  i s  
n o t  o f  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  i s  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h o  

v a l u e  o f  e v i d e n c e .
( 2 )  I  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  i n  h o r  E n g l i s h  o r  F r e n c h .  I  

o b s e r v e  t h e  Argus  l l c v i c w c r  t w i c e  a p p e n d s  (s ic )  t o  h e r  w o r d  
savants— I  s u p p o s e  b e c a u s e  s h e  s p e l l s  i t  w i t h  a  t ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e  

w a y  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  n o w  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s p e l t .

Y o u r s ,
J .  E .  B R O M B Y .

P H I L O S O P H Y  A C C E P T S  S P I l t lT U A L I S M .

I t  will be seen from  th o  following le t te r  th a t  th e  g ro at  
G orm an philosopher, Im m anu al H erm an  F ich te  avows 
liis conviction th a t  th e  spiritual phenom ena o f  th o  clay 
in d icate  th o  actio n  o f  a  suporhum an influence. Tho  
em in en t th in k er is  a  son o f  th e  distinguished Jo h an n  
G o ttlieb  F ich te , th e  con tem p orary  and in tellectu al p eer  
o f  K a n t. T h o son show s him self th o  in h erito r o f  th e  
fa th er’s genius. I t  is satisfacto ry  to  learn  th a t ho had 
boon led b y  his ow n in dep enden t psychological investi­
gation s to  conclusions sim ilar to  th o se  which th e  revela­
tions o f  th e  seers  and m edium s o f  Spiritu alism  im ply. 
T h o testim on y o f  a  m an like F ich te  outw eighs the  
ig n o ran t carp ings o f  a  th ousan d H u x le y s :

KTUTTGAROT, Ju ly  1 t h ,1871 .
My D ear  S i r :  A c c e p t  m y  w a r m e s t  t h a n k s  f o r  H a r e 's  w o r k ,  

w h i c h ,  h a d  y o u  n o t  s e n t  i t  t o  m e ,  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  csca | x > d  
m y  n o t i c e .  I  m a d e  m y s e l f  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  i t s  c o n t e n t s  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y ,  a n d  c a n  s t a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  b e i n g  m y  p r e s e n t  i m p r e s s i o n  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t h e r e t o .  A s  t o  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w o r l d  
b e y o n c C  t h e y  s e e m  t o  m e  t o  b e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b e c a u s o  
t h e y  n o t  o n l y ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  h a r m o n i z e  w i t h  t h o s e  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  b y  o t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  s o o r s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
a r e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  r e a s o n a b l e ,  Oodmorthy  a n d  t r u l y  c h e e r i n g .  I  m y  
s e l f  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e r  r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h e m  v a l u a b l e ,  a s  t h e y  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m y  o w n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  e n t i r e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e m .  I  r e f o r  t o  
t h a t  w h i c h  i s  r e a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  d e c i s i v e ,  l a y i n g  a s i d e  a  g r e a t  

- d e a l  t h a t  i s  u n e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e s o  “ r e v e l a t i o n s , ”  ( s u c h  n s  t h e  d e m o n -
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s t r n t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i n t o n c c  o f  s p i r i t u a l  s p h e r e s  w h i c h  a r e  s a i d  t o  
s u r r o u n d  o u r  p l a n e t ,  A c . )  w h i c h  m a y ,  I  f e a r ,  f u r n i s h  a b u n d a n t  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  d o u b t  a n d  r i d i c u l e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  u n f a v o r a b l y

disposed. _ .
A s  t o  m y  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  “  S p i r i t u a l i s m , "  I  h a d  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  I n s t  y e a r  o f  b e c o m i n g  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  i t s  p h e n o ­
m e n a  a n d  t e s t i n g  t h e m  r e p e a t e d l y .  T h i s  w a s  t h r o u g h  m y  
p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  B a r o n  G i i l d e n s t u b b e  a n d  h i s  s i s t e r ,  
w h o  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 6 9 - 1 8 7 0  a t  K t u t t g n n l t ,  a n d  w h o  h o n o r e d  
m e  w i t h  t h e i r  f u l l  c o n f i d e n c e .  I  h a te  conu: to  the em ulation  that 
i t  it  absolutely impossible to account f o r  these phenom ena, sare by 
assuminy th e  action o f  a  superhum an influence;  b u t  t h a t  d ecc| > * 
t i o n ,  c r e d u l o u s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  w o r t h l e s s  t h i n g s ,  f a l s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  i n c i d e n t a l  m a t t e r s — i n  a  w o r d  subjectin', adm ixtures  a r e  n o t  
w a n t i n g  ;  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h a t  t h e y  o f t e n  p l a y  a  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t ,  
w h i c h  o b s c u r e s  t h e  v a l u e  a t  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  
g r e a t  d e t d  o f  c h a f f ,  a n d  b u t  l i t t l e  g e n u i n e  g r a i n  i n  t h e  t h i n g ,  s o  
t h a t  I h a v e  o f t e n  b e c o m e  w e a r y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  s u c h  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  o r  
o f  c a u s i n g  t h e m  t o  b e  m a d e ,  a l t h o u g h  t w o  e x c e l l e n t  m e d i u m s  
w e r e  a t  m y  d i s p o s a l  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  G i i l d e n s t u b b e .  I  f e e l ,  
h o w e v e r ,  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c a u s e ,  f o r  I  a m  b y  n o  m e a n s  u n ­
a w a r e  o f  i t s  h i g h  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b o t h  i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s o c i a l  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w .  I  s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  l i e  g r a t e f u l  t o  y o u  i f  y o u . w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
y o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  I  a s s u r e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  w o r t h y  f r i e n d ,  
C o u n c i l l o r  A k s a k o w ,  o f  m y  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d e ­
f a t i g a b l e  z e a l  w i t h  w h i c h  y o u  s o  p c r e e v e r i n g l y  d e v o t e  y o u r  [ lo w e r s  
t o  t h a t  c a u s e .

Y o u r s  w i t h  h i g h  r e s p e c t ,
J .  II. von F ichte.

To M b .  Gbeoob Constantin Wittig, Biiesi.au.
—B an n er  o f  Jdyht, N oe. 2 5 ,  1 8 7 1 .

M r. T yerm an and M r. O liver lec tu red  a t  G eelong last  
m onth to  good and a tten tiv e  aud ien ces. W a n t o f  space  
p reven ts ou r publishing reports.

----------- o------------
A t  th e  opening service o f  th e  V ic to ria n  A ssociation  

o f Progressive S p iritu alists a t  th e ir  new place o f m eetin g  
in L a tro b e  S tre e t E a s t , tw o G en tlem en  (m em b ers o f  
th e  V ictorian  T r a c t  D istrib u tion  S o cie ty ) w ith m ore  
courage than good tas te , sta tion ed  th em selves a t  th e  
d o or and th ru st in to  th e  hands o f  th e  con g reg ation  as  
th e y  en tered , “ A  W a rn in g  again st Spiritualism ,”  being a  
re p rin t o f  an  English publication, au th orised  b y th e  
V icto rian  T r a c t  D istrib ution  S o cioty , w ith a  n o te  o f  
app roval from  th e  B ishop o f  M elb ourne. M r . T yerm an  
to ok  occasio n .to  re fe r  to  th e  m a tte r  before en terin g  on 
h is discourse, and afte r  alluding to  th e  to leran ce  o f  the  
S p iritu alists in allow ing th is distribution to  ta k e  place  
within th e  p recin cts  o f  th eir building briefly b u t co n ­
clusively refu ted  th e  th reo  propositions upon w hich the  
arg u m en t o f  th e  pam ph let is based. N ow  th a t our 
O rth od ox friends have tak en  th e  initiative, th ey  can  have 
no reasonable objection to  ou r following th e ir  good  
exam ple, and station in g  som e T r a c t  distrib u tors a t  th e  
doors o f  th e ir  assem blies. W o  shall bo happy to  furnish  
an y  volu n teer T r a c t  d istributors w ith a  few  hundred  
T ra c ts  g ratis , on  application for th is  very  laudable  
purpose.

-----------o------------
Fan aticism  m ay e x is t  in as  g re a t a  degree in a n  e x ­

ceedingly in credulous, as  in a  to o  cred u lo u s mind. 
H e n ce  th e  strong-m inded man, who denounces fanaticism  
in o th ers, and stop s his ca rs  to  th e  evidence o f facts  
which he will n o t believe to  e x i s t ; is noth in g b u t a  poor  
w eak fanatic a f te r  all.

C o u n tr y  A g e n ts
Castlemainc— H . Bam ford, B a rk e r  S treet. 
Sa n d h u rst— T . C. Southam , P all M all. 
P leasant C reek — J a s .  M 'L ean .

A gen ts wanted f o r  a ll p a rts  o f  the Colony.

J . T Y E R M A N
I s  p rep ared  to  L e c tu re  on  Spiritualism  in an y  p a r t  o f  
th e  colony. A d d ress—  -
U p t o n  C o tta g e , B r i e r l y  S t r e e t ,  C a r l to n , M e lb o u r n e .

BUNDA-Y BKRVXOBa,
U n d e r  th e  p atro n ag e  o f  th e  V icto rian  A ssociatio n  o f  
P ro g ressiv e  S p iritu alists , a re  held a t  th e  H a ll o f  th e  
M elb ou rn e “ T u rn  V orein ,”  L a tro b e  S tre e t E a s t ,  n ear  
th e  R o y a l S o cie ty ’s H all. S ervice  com m ence a t  1 1  a.m . 
S ittin g s  en tire ly  free . T he Pu blic a r e  invited.

T H E  F I T Z R O Y  S E C U L A R  A C A D E MY .
C O R N E K  O F  N I C H O L S O N  &  G E R T R U D E  STS.,

F O B

Y o u n g  L a d ie s  a n d  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n .

T h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  C o n d u c t e d  b y

M A I O T S ,
A ssisted  by C o m p eten t T e a ch e rs  ; an d  is  Established with 
th e  view  o f  supplying w h a t is  fe lt to  be one o f  th e  G reat 
W a n ts  o f  th e  A g e , nam ely, a n  E d u ca tio n a l Establish­
m ent o f  a  S ecu la r C haracter, n o t  te a ch in g  a n y  C reed nor 
D ogm a, b u t in cu lcatin g  p rin cip les  o f  M o rality , and culti­
vatin g  a  tru e  sen se o f  H o n o r . V acan cies  fo r  Boarders. 

T e r m s  M o d e r a te .
Prospectus fo rw a rd ed  on ap p lica tion  to  P rin cipa l.

T B O R  S A L E , a N ew  A m a te u r  P r i n t i n o  P r e s s ,  with 
J -  T y p e, In k  R o lle r, S lab , a n d  all le t te r  press 
requisites co m p le te ; a lso , 2  L ith o g ra p h ic  Stones, with 
in stru ction s fo r  P rin tin g  an d  L ith o g ra p h y , v e ry  clear 
and exp licit. P r ic o  £ 1 0 .  F u r t h e r  p articu lars, 96  
R u ssell S tre e t , M elb ou rn e.

PHOTO-ART.
B A T C H E L D E R  &c C o .,

(E stab lish ed  1 8 5 - l . J

EX E C U T E  Com m issions in  all b ran ch es o f  Photo­
grap h ic and C oloured  P o r tra itu r e  on  m oderate 

term s. S ee  Specim ens a n d  R efe re n c e s .
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s  e i  w  i a r a  a x  a . o  s c  i  b t  e  s .

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S I N G E  B . ’ S
NEW  N O ISE LESS

LOCK-STITCH SEW iHG MACHINE
T h e B es t  i n  the W orld ,

At

G B E A T L Y  S E D U C E D  P E I C E S .

S T A N F O R D  & CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  &  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T S ,

________________ MELBOURNE.____________ _
W . H. T E R R Y ,

T M P O R T E R  o f  S p iritu al and P ro g re ss iv e  L itera tu re .
9 0  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  has on  S ale  th e  la te s t  w orks on 

Spiritu alism — M agazines, N ew sp ap ers, E n g lish  and 
A in erican — P la n c lie ttc s  from  2 s . e ach , p o stag e  -Id. 
C atalo gu es sen t on  app lication .

M R S . LANG'S NEW  PATENT ECONOMICAL

DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.
PRICES IN M ELBO U R N E:

OdSTL"V 378. 00. EA C H .
*■ B B I H O  T U B

C h e a p e s t  o f  a l l  W A S H I N G  M A C H IN E S .
ON AN EN TIR ELY  N EW  PRIN C IPLE.

I f  tw o T re s t le s  a re  requ ired , prioe 7« . 6d. e x tra .

I t  saves tim e , saves labour, save soap, Bayes f u e l ,  saves 
w ater, saves th e  clothes, and w ashes th e m  v ery  c lea r  and 
q u ite  clean. N o  friction  is  em p lo y e d : n o  injurious 
ch em icals a re  re q u ire d : soap alon e ¡8  used .
The Washing A pparatu s w ithout trestles  is  a l l  th a t is  essential: 
it  can  bo p la c ed  upon any convenient tab le . T h e  trestles a r e  re­
qu ired  where th ere  is no table.

, A G E N T S
FOR TH B AUSTRALIAN COLONIES AND NBW  ZEALAND,

JA M E S  M cE W A N  &  Go., E lizabeth  S t., M elbourne.
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