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We commend the attention of our readers to the ad. 
mirable article, by Alfred Russell Wallace, which appears 
in another column of this paper. In  it he shows what 
we have all along held, that Spiritualism is not antago. 
nistic to true science, but simply to the opinions and 
prejudices of those who from their labours in particular 
fields of scientific research have attained recognised 
positions as scientific men, to which they are no doubt 
entitled. But a truly scientific man has no prejudice 
he is a philosopher and never determines for or against 
a thing until he has tested i t  thoroughly, observing and 
comparing its manifestations by his highest reason, and 
testing his own observations, when practicable, by the 
experiments of others in the same field. This we know 
by experience that the scientific men of the day do not 
do. Because psychical phenomena enter occasionally 
into the domain of physics and produce effects which 
their previous experience leads them to assume are the 
necessary result of physical causes, they take up an 
antagonistic position, deciding upon a priori grounds 
that the asserted causes of the phenomena are fictitious, 
and consequently those who make the assertion are either 
frauds or fools.

There-might be some excuse for them in the early 
years of modem Spiritualism, when but few of their own 
class had turned their attention to the phenomena, and 
the records of experiment were fragmentary and defec
tive, but in the present day, after the recorded experi
ments of a long chain of eminent men of recognised 
scientific ability, extending over three decades, com
mencing with the great American chemist, Professor 
Robert Hare, and ending a t  the present, with the well- 
known German astronomer, Frederich Zollner, their 
position is particularly unphilosophical, and nothing but ̂

the fact of popular prejudices being in harmony with 
their own, saves them from appearing ridiculous in tho 
eyes of tho community.

Sir David Brewster, when certain phenomenal facts 
were forced upon him, said he would give in to “ any
thing but Spiritualism ” as a means of accounting for 
them. And so it. is with the majority of our pseudo 
scientists of the present day; they have committed them
selves by denying-1 in toto the spiritual origin of the 
phenomena and tire too proud to retreat from their posi
tion by the straight road, so find some tortuous-side line 
to get out of i t ; hence we have the phenomena of 
Thought-reading, and Clairvoyance accepted by them 
under tho name of Telepathy, and Mesmeric-healing 
accepted by the doctors under the title of “ Massage ! ” 
We have never seen the position of Spiritualism with 
regard to science more tersely put then in the following 
paragraph from the article referred to :—

11 N ow M odern Sp iritualism  rests solely on th o  observation and  
com parison of fac ts  in  a  dom ain o f n a tu re  w h ich  has been h ith e rto  
l i t t l e  explored, and  i t  is  a  con trad iction  in  te rm s to  say  th a t  such 
a n  investigation  is opposed to  science. E q u a lly  absurd  is th e  a lle
gation  th a t  some o f th e  phenom ena of S p iritu a lism  1 con trad ic t 
th e  laws of n a tu re ,’ since th e re  is no law  of n a tu re  y e t  know n to  u s , 
b u t m ay be apparen tly  contravened b y  th e  action  of m ore recon
d ite  law s o r forces. S p iritua lists  observe fac ts  and  record experi
m ents, an d  th e n  construct hypotheses w hich will best exp la in  nnd 
co-ordinate  th e  facts, an d  in  so doing th e y  a rc  pursuing  a  tru ly  
scientific  course."

Equally good is his summary of what Spiritualism has 
done and is doing for tho advancement of true science 
and his exposition of tho value of it to give stamina to 
religious faith, which is wavering and failing under tho 
assaults of agnosticism and material istic science. And 
here we have an anomaly—two enemies joining issue 
and turning upon a friend who would reconcile them. But 
the folly is much more apparent on tho part of tho 
church people than of the scientists.

Physical science can go on as at present and its footing is 
secure, but religious faith rests upon the records of marvel
lous phenomena reported to have occurred in past times. 
Materialistic science attacks this phenomena, and from 
its platform proves the impossibility of its occurrence, 
whilst the secular bibliographist shows from contem-

r
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porancoas history the general unreliability of the sacre 
records, so t l |^  a  man must oither hold reason in sus
pense or loso his faith in the supernatural basis of his 
religion. Tho only ono thing tha t will give substance to 
tho records as regards their most important feature, the 
phenomena, is tho reproduction of similar phenomena 
in tho present day. The Spiritualist says it it  repro
duced ; that ho and his brethren witness it, and point 
tho way to tho Christian to go and do likewise. Instead 
of accepting his kind offices, the la tter either denies the 
occurrence of tho phenomena or their identity with those 
rocordod in tho Scriptures, thus wilfully shutting his 
eyos to tho light which would load him on to firm ground 
and enable him to cope with his scientific adversary, who 
it  more potent than the mythical devil to turn men away 
from tho faith. By degrees, however, tho more thonght- 
ful amongst the clergy are beginning to alter their a tti
tude, and to look with less prejudice upon thoir only 
capable friend. We have given several instances of this 
in our columns of late, whilst a t the present time wo 
have before us an article from The Christ ¡'in Register 
wherein the importance of m>dorn spiritual phenomena 
is admitted as necessary to give stability to tho Christian 
faith. Spiritualism, as Mr. Wallace says in the con
cluding portion of his article, furnishes the much nccdod 
basis of a  true ethical system. This is indeed much 
nooded, for what with tho confliiting dog nas of Chris
tianity, the negations of Agnosticism ami the blank 
donials of Materialism, the multitude look in vain for a 
aifo footing, and for this it is essential tha t tho facts 
and philosophy of Spiritualism should be nmdo widely 
known and its standard hold aloft a t  every available 
opportunity.

T H E  HYDROSTATIC ORDEALS OK WITCHES 
B y C arl i»u P rel.

Translated by C. IV. R.finer, JCD., Tanjamih.

Balthasar Broker, one of 'the first and most zealous 
champions against tho boliof in witchcraft, nevertheless 
furnishes us with the following account of an ordeal .by 
w ater: “  This old woman was taken to  a  great river, 
near the town, in order to ascertain whether she would 
float or sink in tho water Aftcy-Wr legs were bound 
sho was dropped into the stream, and in spito of all her 
attempts to submergo hcnolfyflio did not sink, but floated 
on tho surface of tho water'diko a  piece of cork, all the 
time lying on her bock ,iu a  horizontal position. More 
than twenty persons werfTpresent a t  the trial to testify 
to  the truth of the phenomenon, but still they were 
unable to adopt the popular belief in  tho fact of witch
craft ; she was, therefore, thrown into tho water a  second 
timo, in tho presence of two hundred spectators, and 
and although tho same phenomenon was presented to 
them a  second time, they still could not trust their senses 
and refused to believe in its reality. About the same 
tuno a  strong young woman was also thrown into tho 
water, but sho sank immediately, and would have been 
drowned had she not received timely assistance. Some
time afterwards the former woman was again, for the 
third time, thrown into tho river, in the presence of an 
immense multitude of people, both from the town and 
tho country, when the same occurrence was repeated, 
this time producing the effect of general boliof in tho 
reality of tho fact in all thoso who were present a t  the 
third experiment.’'

In  the timos of Becker one would have made a 
laughingstock of himself by a  denial of these sin
gular facts. Bocker, therefore, escapes from his diffi
culty, like some modem journalists do, by saying tha t in

tho nature of women there is more of tho cork principle 
present than in men ; and tha t this particular woman 
had more of tho corky nature about hor than mosj ordi- 
nary women, as constitutions do vary. Tho witnesses ho 
despatches with tho following words: “ The question, 
however, remains still whether all th e  witnesses occupied 
sufficiently favourable positions to  notice the proceedings 
correctly.” What could bo more puerilo than this lame 
objection and feeble bulwark against a  boliof in  positivo 
facts so often repeated and witnessed by so many credible 
persons 1 — ( Bocker: tho Bewitched World, iv., 267- 
269).

Let us now add still another narrative to the above, 
taken from more modern times The Qazotte o f  Vienna, 
No. G7, of tho year 1728, announces : " Whereas latterly 
various persons boro in  Szngodin have boon imprisoned 
for alleged witchcraft; they were, in accordance with 
the prevailing practice in such cases, subjected to the 
ordeal by water, tha t is, when they wore found to float 
on the water like cork, they were placed on the scales 
and weighed; and during these experiments it  was a 
most surprising fact to  see a  very largo and stout woman, 
ns well/to hor husband, who also was of portly dimen
sions, weigh no inoro than one ounce and a  half each, 
whilst the others weighed only one ounco or even less.
I n these cases we see tho ducrease of woiglit, independ
ently of tho water, which is a  further noteworthy fact 
for future explanation.

The greatest difficulty for such an explanation consist« 
in the irregularity and inconstancy of tho phenomena, a 
condition absolutely necessary in all scientific research. 
Hormannus gives us an account of some thieves, who on 
one occasion experimented upon themselves, and whon 
they found they sank in  tho water they subjected them
selves publicly to  the ordeal, when to  thoir u tter astonish
ment they floated on the water like pieces of cork.—(Le 
Brun : in al. loc. l i , 137).

The mutability and inconstancy of tho phenomena 
furnishes, therefore, again an indication to the scientific 
student, and no doubt this irregularity in tho occurrence 
of tho phenomena in question was tho principal causo 
which led to tho abolition of their ordeals ; and it  was, 
consequently, not owing to a  mistaken humanitarian 
sentiment whon tho Parliament of Paris, in 1601 did 
altogether away with thoso hydrostatic tests of morality. 
Now and then men who wore firm believers in witchcraft 
opposed and objected to  their proceedings.

Thus, Do Lanero says: “  L epreuve qui se fait par 
1’ cau froido cat illicit« e t  no peut etre ndmiso sans uno 
grande contumolio de Dieu."—(De Lanoro : Inconstanco 
li.) In  a  similar strain speaks tho bishop of Billfold:
“  Tales autom probationes porversae sunt et supersti- 
tiosae.”—(Binfold: deConfossionibus Maloficarum, 351.) 
Wierus also, as well as tho Jesu it Del Rio, were oppo
nents of tho ordeal by water. Frederic William, tho 
Elector of Brandenburg, says in a  rescript of 1654: “As 
to the water ordeal, no notice is to be taken of it. since 
it is an illegal and deceptive practice and utterly unre
liable as evidence. Therefore be cautioned against ita 
future application.”—Roichard : Beitraege, etc. i., 285,) 
Thus it camo to pass th a t tho water ordeal was always 
used more as a  means for tosting, but not for convicting 
persons accused of witchcraft. In  somo parts of Ger
many, during the 14th and 15th centuries, they reversed 
the hitherto adopted process, condemning those who sank 
in the  water and liberating those who swam in  it.— 
(Schindler: Aberglaube dcs Mittelalters, 233.)

Attempts a t  an explanation of thoso strange pheno
mena were not wanting in the Middle Ages ; they are, 
however, totally inadequate and inconclusivo. William 
Scribonius, professor a t  Marburg, who himself had been 
a witness of a  witch trial by water in  Lomgo, wrote to 
tho magistrate of tha t place th a t tho devil, who is as 
light as tho air, was ablo to communioato or impart tho 
same lightness to  thoso possessed by him, by which use 
he keeps them floating on tho surface of tho water. This 
was W. Scribonius’ explanation of the phenomena. Some
what later ho gave a  different view of the matter, and 
spoke of a  hatred which tho water had against witches, 
because tho witches having been first buptised in tho 
water and afterwards renounced the  baptism, the water
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c u t  them out with contempt.—(Scribonius : de sagarum 
naturd et potestate) This theory was also adopted by 
King James of England, who said tha t the reason why 
the water did not receive the witches into its bosom w ii 
because having surrendered every belief in God and Jesus 
Christ, tho water had a  horror of them ! Numerous 
were the pamphlets in those days on the subject in ques
tion, both pro and con.— Goerres v. 546.)

In  connection with a  witch trial in Holland, the pro 
fessors of Medicine and Philosophy, in Leyden, were 
asked their opinions anent tho hydrostatic test applied 
to the witches and sorcerers. Their opinion, as expressed 
in 1594, was to this effect, tha t the water ordeal could 
by no means be looked upon as valid testimony; for the 
water was uaable to enter into any considerations and 
come to no conclusions by itself, adding tha t if the water 
did find the witches guilty, why did thq earth bear them 
and allow them to  breathe the air of lifo. They did not 
deny the facts, but they attempted to  explain tho floating 
of the witches on the water in this wise, tha t tho hands 
and feet having been bound crossways, tho body formed 
a  kind of boat, with tho broad back for its keel, and thus 
swam easily —(Soldan : inter al. loc. r ,  513.) The 
Christian mystic to  which tho floating and walking on 
the water is by no means foreign, avoids every expla
nation by accentuating trifling incidental circumstances. 
Thus it is said of St. Osanna, who suffered shipwreck on 
the river Po, and was tossed about in it  for a  long time, 
until she was a t  last rescued, th a t sho was saved on 
account of a  crucifix which sho hold in her hands all the 
time.- (Goerres : i i ., 284.) The explanations of modern 
rationalists, whenever they allow themselves to  bo 
tempted to deal w ith the subject in question, are about 

- equally unsatisfactory and futile. When, for instance, 
the physician Charbonnier says, “ L e  mogen age, qui igno-' 
rail le ballonement gazeux des hgsteriques les condamnail 
an feu , parce qu'il ¿tail sumaturel, d’ etre plus leqer, qua 
Veau”—(Charbonnier: Maladies . et Facultes des Mgs- 
tiques.) Wo call his proceeding an attempt, and a  vain 
one too, to make things easy for himself and his readers.

In  the presenco of a  pretty  comprehensive literature 
on the subject of the witches’ bath, there may bo ample 
room for tho hope of an explanation of the phenomena 
presented, in which explanation wo may possibly be 
guided by tho incidental occurrences and symptoms now 
and then observed during the application of the ordeal 
—(Hauber : Bibliotheca Magica, I., 502—506.)

We have, namely, seen th a t tire phenomena are by no 
means constant ones ; th a t they vary not only in various 
but also in the samo individuals submitted to the trial, 
and tha t persons of both sexes are included in tho pro
cess. The religious aspect of the affair, both from tho 
point of view of 'the Christian mystic or from th a t of a 
belief in a  diabolical agency is only so far admissable as 
a source.of explanation, as l»oth subjects bear equal testi
mony to the facts adduced. I t  has, moreover, been 
ascertained tha t the lightness of tho human body in tho 
water is closely connected with ecstatic conditions, which 
were as frequently observed in tho martyrs of early 
Christianity as in the witches subjected to  torture. All 
these collateral circumstances seem to me to indicate 
that if there is a t  all any tru th  in tho faculty of certain 
persons to float in the water, unsupported by oxtraneous 
aids, wo must meet again with this faculty in  somnam 
bulism. By th is assumption we should have succeeded 
to define a t  loast tho domain within whose boundaries 
the key to an explanation, and the causo of tho mys
terious phenomena will bo found, although we have not 
thereby yet reached the scientific explanation of the 
phenomena in question.

By adopting this method of explanation, tha t is, by 
including somnambulism as a  factor in our inquiries, we 
continue tho list of the observed facts from tho days of 
the witch trials down to  our present time—and by this we 
gnin a great deal. I  shall now adduce a  fow cases 
which occurred in  more modern times.

Dr. Franklin relates in  his memoirs tha t onco whilst 
wthing ho fell asleep in tho water lying on the broad of 
nis back, and remaining in this position for about an 
hour .. 1___Tl.wirro Ttniamnnt.

mont: i u  IMUcUalion., 331),— add. tho .ti ll  more 
remarkable cm* of a sonmambulo in Ireland, who one 
night real from his bod, lravelled two Engliah mile« in 
the direction of the sea, and swam in  his sleep a  distance 
of one mile and a  half, until he was picked up by somo 
boatmen who had a great deal of trouble to mako him 
comprehend that he was not in his bed.

Dr. Gmelin also gives a  similar account of a  certain 
¿Neapolitan courtier, Morcia by name, who was accident
ally whilo bathing, found to possess the faculty of floating 
m the water without any exertion on his part to sustain 
himself on the surfaco of it.—(Gmelin: on Animal 
Magnetism, i., 63.)

Mr. Baxter, so celebrated in his time, mentions tho 
case of a  molancholy woman who during a  fit threw 
herself into tho water and lay in it  for three hours with
out sinking. When found and brought , home her body 
was as light as straw, and tho accident led to  hor re- 
covery from melancholy.— (Baxter: Certainty of tho 
Existence of a  World of Spirits.)

Tho physician, Despine, had under his treatment in 
tho baths of Aix a  somnambule, a  girl eloven years old; 
a t  first tho girl went into the sea with a belt of. air- 
bladders round her body, but after a  while she dispensed 
with tho apparatus and floated quite easily on the 
water without ever having learnt to swim.—Pigeaire: 
Electricite Animate, 275.)

Dr. Koreff, in a  remarkable letter addressed to Delquze, 
relates of a  somnambule who did not know the a r t of 
swimming, but who when in her somnambulic state dis
ported herself in the boldest manner possible in tho sea, 
as if it  were her natural element.—Delcuzo: Instruction 
Pratiaue, I., 452.) When in her crisis, or tranco, she 
said tha t i t  would be necessary, by tho power of will, to 
restrain her from going into the sea, because she would 
surely get drowned if she woke up from her sleep whilst 
in  the water. D r Koreff, who had been attending the 
girl regularly, adds, tha t sho always became somnam- r S  
bulic whenever she came in contact with the sea water.
I t  is far easier to understand this feature of tho girl 
in the women who were subjected to  the  water ordeal as 
witches, for in therti the drmd of the water and tho state 
of mental anxiety was pushed to a  far higher degreo 
than with respect to  tho patient in question.

In  conclusion, wo may allude to tho report of Dr. Jus- 
tinus K em er about the celebrated Seeress of Prevorst, 
Madamo Hauffe : “ When she was, in the magnetic state,” 
says he, "  put into the bath, a  peculiar phenomenon pre
sented itself, viz., all her limbs, breast, and abdomen 
began to shiver and vibrate involuntarily, os if porvaded 
completely by currents of electricity, and in this state 
she was, so to  speak, shot out of tho water. Assistants 
who were present to hold her down in tho water wero 
not able to do so with all their strength, and her ten
dency was constantly to  get out of the water, or rather 
to bo lifted out of i t  by^omc mysterious power, and had 
she been thrown into »river, I  have no doubt she would 
have swam in it liko a  pieco of cork.—(K em er: The 
Seeress of Prevorst, 61.) Dr. Kemer places this caso 
himself in juxtaposition with tho hydrostatic tests 
applied to tho witches, and refers to the identity of tho 
phenomena observed in both coses.

I f  the denial of tho facts related in connection with 
tho phenomena of witchcraft appeared formerly in tho 
light of an act of scientific despotism, tha t denial to-day 
of theso facts is worso than despotism, it is a  positive 
scientific anachronism, because since tha t time somnam
bulism has furnished us with the proper solution of tho 
onigma, and because tho hitherto disputed phenomena, 
which are by no means the.cffects of abnormal organisa
tions placed in water, are now fully amcnablo to  tho 
inductive method of investigation by experiment. The 
phenomena, therefore, observed at the water ordeals form 
only a  special case of a comprehensive series of facts 
and experiences Theso same identical phenomena wero 
also observed in the Middle Ages already, as, for instance, 
in  connection with tho witch scales at Oudowater; but 
they also formed, in addition to tho above examples, 
an important part of what was called demonomanio, in 
tho Christian mystics, in tho ecstasies of the Indianhour without sinking or turning. Brierre de Boismont, the Christian myst.es, m the ecstas.es ot the lnd«an 

<rem Whom we quote th is aceount -  (Brierre de Bois-1 Brahm.,« and the Egypt.an Nco-Platomcans, m the arts
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of the Indian Fakeers; and. what is of more value than 
all this, we have now every facility of studying thoeo 
strange phenomena in the now well-known states of sleep
walking and somnambulism generally, on which subject 
wo have immense stores of literature and reliable records. 
But to enter into a  discussion of this matter would carry 
me too far in this article, and I am compelled to reserve 
this labour for another occasion, stopping just a t the 
boundary line where our inquiry issues into this more 
universal problem.

NOTE DY TIIF. TRANSLATOR.
Trusting tha t the readers of the Harbinger o f Light 

have taken as much interest ns I have done in the highly 
interesting phenomena attached to the history of witch
craft in the Middle Ages, and in the lucid and scientific 
exposition of Carl du Piel of the correlated phenomena 
of modern times, I feel emboldened to give my renders 
in this place the solemn promise of placing W ore them 
any future article or articles on the subject in question. 
I t  is indeed highly encouraging to practical and scientific 
Spiritualists to sec men of du Prel’s  stamp handling a 
subject so cognate with the phenomena of Modem 
Spiritualism, and I look upon this fact as a  sure indica
tion that the world really does move if never so littlo.

C. W. R.

SPIRITU A L M KDITATIONS.
Ko. V.

B y M .D .

Tn* question—“ W hat is the use of Spiritualism Î " has 
been asked and answered over and over again ; y e t it  is 
persistently repeated by certain blind opponents, and well 
it  might be, if its results, both intellectually and morally, 
were as pernicious, or at best ns indifferent and unim
portant, as these enemies of liberty and progress repre
sent them to be But Spiritualists may confidently 
nfiinu tha t no other “ ism " ever conceived by the human 
mind, can show results so beneficial, so all-important and 
all-embracing. Let us glance at a few of them.

In  demonstrating the existence of mind as un entity, 
distinct, separate, and supreme, not by metaphysical 
speculation or as article of religious faith, but by a 
strictly inductive method of reasoning from facts accès 
sible to every earnest inquirer, Spiritualism has for ever 
solved th - problem, that divided into two opposing schools 
the philosophers of all ages, from Plato and Aristotle 
to  Berkeley and Locke, to Kant, Fichte, Hegel, and 
Buechner, Vogt, etc., etc., the idealists declaring mind to 
bo the only reality in the universe, ideas the only “  nou- 
mcna” and the outer world but "phenomena,”  appear
ances, and flitting shadows, only existing in and through 
mind ; whilst their opponents ns stoUtly maintained the 
outer world to  be the only reality—a universe composed 
of atoms that arc imbued from all eternity with certain 
forces and arrange themselves by means of these forces 
into all the shapes aqd forms of the inorganic and organic 
world. According/to them mind is synonymous with 
brain-function, thought, and intellect, independent of 
hrain molecules, th e  chimera of dreamers.

Though it seems as rational to expect the words com
posing one of Shakspenre’s plays or Schiller’s  poems 
when thrown into a  hat singly and disjointed, to arrango 
themselves in proper order and sequence by a  few shakes 
of the liât, as it  is to explain immortal works of genius 
liko theirs by " a  fortuitous concurrence of atoms;” yet, 
strange to say, Idealism, true in theory, but unsupported 
by palpable facts, has ever been in the minority, the 
property of a  few choice intellects only ; whilst Materi
alism, ever since the first French revolution, has grown 
steadily with the growth of the physical sciences and tho 
decadence of religious faith, until toward- the middlo of 
this century it seemed overwhelmingly victorious. Then, 
however, appeared on its horizon Lord Brougham’s tiny 
cloud, “ not bigger than a  man’s fist,’’ invisible intelli-

Eaces, the inhabitants of the spheres we had thought to 
empty space, crowded into our human world ; those 

wo had called dead and mourned for as lost to us for 
over—our sisters, brothers, friends—came back to us 
with minds more active than ever, unclouded by human 
prejudice and earthly passions.

Thus, then the problem, over which for more than 2000 
years philosophy has fought its battles in vain, ha« at 
last l»een solved for us. The axioms of tho Ideali«t are 
verified by palpablo indisputable facta, apd tho death- 
knell of Materialism has sounded. Only a  mind com
pletely devoid of all philosophic sense—an earth-worm 
groping in darkness and miro—can ask yet •• What is 
the use of Spiritualism T"

Those who have sufficient of th is sense to draw from 
the facts Spiritualism presents, the logical, irresistible 
conclusions, will find i t  of further use in  acquiring that 
inestimable boon, tha t pearl w ithout price — mental 
emancipation and freedom. A t every step of their 
inquiries into our mysteries they are exhorted to tako 
nothing for granted, to accept as true no theory nor fact 
on authority either of man or spirit, if it  does not com
mend itself to their own God-given reason, and they 
require all the critical faculty they may be possessed of 
to sift the true from tho false and to  reconcile what not 
unfrequently appears contradictory or repellent. But it 
is the very exercise of this faculty tha t fite them for 
the reception of the grand tru ths of the  spiritual philo
sophy. As one by one these truths dawn upon their 
minds they throw off and discard the shackles and 
fetters tha t held them captives, and rising above tho 
barriers of class and caste, of church and creed, they 
recognise themselves as citizens of the universe, cosmo
politans in  the truest sense of tho word. They tread 
the stage of life henceforth with firm, self-conscious step, 
knowing tha t they hold thoir fate entirely in their own 
hands, tha t between them and their God there is no 
barrier except a  temporary one of the ir own creating, 
and th a t their every act, their every thought in this 
chrysalis state of existence shapes and determines their 
condition, their happiness or comparative misery in the 
great Hereafter. Those truly inspired stanzas of one of 
Germany’s greatest poets, Schiller, now acquire for them 
a literal meaning:

"  Aufwacrts, aufwaorts, hockcr slots and hockcr, 
Vom Barbarca bis zum Griech'scheu Sober 
H er sich an den letzten Seraph reicht,
Wallen wir einmucth’ gen Ringeltanzes,
Bis sich dort im Mccr des ewigen Glanzcs,
Sterbend untertauchen Raum und Zeik.”

Upwards, upwards ; higher ever higher,
From barbarian on to  the Greek seer 
Who on lowest Seraphim is linked,
W e are passing in harmonious motion 
U ntil there, in  Light’s eternal ocean,
Space and timo immersed aro known no more.

Individualism, or tho assertion of individual character 
against the levelling, absorbing influences of society, 
of social, political, and ecclesiastical institutions, is 
eminently developed among Spiritualists. However 
undesirable such assertion may have been in*lower stage* 
of development and civilisation, i t  has become in our 
present one a  m atter of necessity, a  conditio t in , qua 
non of progress. T h a t Spiritualists have appropriated 
to themselves a more than average share of it, is self- 
evident to the most cursory observation. To sec it 
stomped on every face, one needs but to visit them and 
converse with them in their harmonious homes, or 
observe them a t  their meetings, and it is more particu
larly conspicuous among tho comparatively uncultured, 
whoso natural faculties, quickened by intuition, have led 
to our shrine, than among those whom a  higher culture 
had previously prepared for it. But in  none perhaps i* 
this cliange from “  bond to free ” more complete and 
gratifying than in those whom Spiritualism draws from 
that direst of bondages, tha t system of abject mental 
slavery devised by the immortal Loyola, in  which tho 
slightest doubt as to tho tru th  of what, “cecletui ixit," 
is made a  capital offence, visited by soverest punishment. 
Well may the “ holy fathers ’’ declare Spiritualism to bo 
diabolic, for thanks to it, oven thoir days are numbered.

How far Spiritualists, collectively and individually, 
can be credited with tha t virtuo of virtues, altruism, as 
Comte, tho great French positivist, very happily has 
styled all those noblest of impulses in  human nature, 
which tend to self-abnegation for the good of o lera, it  
would be difficult to determine, for selfishness ¿ho in-
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gtinct of self-proaervation, appears to be a  part of oar 
common nature, and the  martyrs and hero«—the 
Christa and the Gordons are few and far between One 
thing «• certain, altruism is the beginning, the middle, 
And the end of the spiritual philosophy, as it  is the order 
of the spiritual universe ; ministering “ to others instead 
of harpplayingand psalm-singing," is the service required 
by God from the lowest, to  the highest sp irit; is the 
manner in which each and all have to  work out their 
own salvation.

We are assured of this over and over again by thoso 
who are allow«*! to  revisit our sphere on errands of mercy. 
Is it too much to  presume th a t some of us at least, know- 
¡ng what our occupation hereafter must be, will take a 
little preliminary practice, in altruism t  I t  seems not, 
and what is more, it  is certain th a t as a  body wo need 
not fear comparison, though our work’ is done without 
flourish of trumpet*.

Such are a  few of the results—the uses of Spiritu
alism. I t  has solved for us the problem in philosophy 
on which the wholo structure rests, which forms the keys 
and corner-stone of it, and conld never have been solved 
in any other way. I t  destroys alike unhallowed Mate
rialism and narrow bigotry. I t  affords unlimited mental 
freedom, and yet deepens th a t feeling of reverence 
towards tho Great A uthor of our' being, without which 
such freedom would degenerate necessarily into lawless
ness and license. But it  does not tell us how to worship 
most effectually a t  tho shrine of Mammon. I t  does not 
inform us what horso will win the cup or where mother 
earth hides hor glittoring treasures. I f  i t  did but this, 
what motley crowd, what rabblo would flock to  our 
ranks!

SPIRITUALISM  AMONG T H E  EA RLY  CHRIS.
TIANS.

Translated (with commentt) from  Licht mehr Licht, 
B y  D r . A . M ueller.

I s  the chequered history o f Christianity no period 
equals in interest its first centuries, but of none do wo 
possess less satisfactory and reliable information. Of the 
records in tho possession of the Church many were no 
doubt entirely destroyed; few, if any, escaped being 
mutilated and interpolated to su it ecclesiastical interests 
and designs. One of those, it  appears, was discovered in 
1873 by bishop Bryonnos, in the library of a  convent at 
Constantinople. *' Licht mehr Licht,” in its January issue, 
gives an interesting account of this document, tho article 
being one of a  scries entitled “ Sludien ueber dea Spirit is 
ctim.” I  present i t  to  tho readers of the Harbinger in a 
slightly condensed form. I t  is translated byC. V. R., 
from tho French, by Ch. Fauvcty.

"U ntil then (i.e., the discovery of this document), it 
was not known how important a  part Spiritualism (an 
active intercourse with the spirit-world), had played in 
the early Christian revelations, although by those who 
can read between the lines and penetrate from the letter 
to the spirit, th is cannot fail to  be perceived on almost 
every page of tho Scriptures. B ut to  seo a  thing clearly, 
we must know th a t it actually ex ists; we must have an 
idea of it derived from actual sensual perception.

I t is only sinco tho phenomena of so-called animal 
magnetism are known th a t we can explain tho miraculous 
cures recorded in tho Gospels as the result of natural 
forces inherent in tho human organism and tho power of 
tho human will. .

Our acquaintance.with the phenomena of Spiritualism 
now justifies our extending these explanations over tho 
whole of tho Christian revolutions. Having made tho 
origin of Christianity our special study, we perceived— 
no doubt with many others—tho very great importance 
attributed in tho Gospels, the  letters, and actions of tho 
Apostles, to tho interocation of what is called the Holy 
Ghost; but we were a t  a  loss to explain the sudden dis
appearance of its  action a t  the  close of the Apostolic 
times, a t tho very moment in  fact when the Church com
menced to found a  priestly h i e r a r c h y . ____________

[lathe fourth line of “ Spiritual Meditations" last month the 
word Phenomenon is misprinted Phenomena.]

This secret is now unveiled by the dUcovery of a  doco- 
|  mont, dating from the Apostolic period. I t  is a  manu- 
[ script found by Philotos Biyonnas, .  hen bishop of Seres,
I m lioumelia, in  1823, in the library of a  convent at 

Constantinople. I t  bears the title “The Twelve Apostle«, 
or the Teachings of the Master a .  proclaimed to tho 
Notions by the Twelve Apostles,” and has been trans
lated by JI. Bonnet-Maury, minister of tho Protestant 
Church, and Professor of History at tho Protestant 
College of Paris, who has also written an ablo com
mentary to  it in La Critiqu* PH IonpU ju,, ..ditod by 
tho eminent Ch. Renouvier, whilst tint text of tho manu
script was published at the same time in La Critique 
lleligiriue of July, 1884, an appendix to the above 
periodical.

M. Bonnet-Maury believe* the document to M ong to 
Uio first half of the second century. M. Pillon, the 
learned collaborateur of Renouvier, who has dedicated a 
few pages to  this question, thinks that it  might be dated 
even a little further back. Neither of the two h u  tho 
least doubt of its  authenticity.

Backed by these high authorities we will now consult 
this document, with a  view of throwing some new light 
on those much ransacked, yet still so dark sources of 
information concerning the Christian community in tho 
first centuries of our era.

Tho doctrine of The Twelve Apostles begins—“ There 
aro two ways, the. way of life and the way of death, but 
they are differing greatly. This is the way of life : Lovo 
God, who lias created thco, above all. In, tho socond 
place, love thy neighbour as thyself. This means, that 
thou slialt not do unto thy neighbour what thou would’st 
not like him to do unto thyself,” etc., etc. In  this strain 
tho moral teaching proceeds, and there ¡k nothing in it 
but what is said and frequently repeated in tho New 
Testament. The only difference between the two is ono 
of diction, which in  the Twelvo Apostles is milder and 
inoro child like, like tha t of a  catechist addre*sing chil
dren or persons resembling them. The expression, “ my 
child,” occurs frequently, and reminds ono of the ad
dresses given unconsciously by tho young prophet* of tho 
CkSvcnnos under irresistible spirit influence. To givo two 
instances of th is: “  My child, remember by day and 
night him, who brings God’s word to you ; honour him 
as you would the Lord, for whoro tho majesty of the 
wool is proclaimed, there is the Lord. My child, keep 
away from evil, and from all that Ix-ars an evil appear
ance. Do not allow angry passions to got tho better of 
you, for anger leads to murder.”

Wo passover the-rest of tho moral part as well as 
tha t relating to lithurgy and discipline, os it would tako 
us too far away from our subject, and come to what 
specially relates to Spiritualism. In  chap. xi. we read : 
“ As regards the apostles and prophets, your conduct 
should be thus: Receive every prophet who comes to 
your house as you would the Master,/if he stays ono day 
or, if necessary, two days ; but should he stay throe 
days bo assurodJhat he is a  false prophet” (This seems 
rather hard, bu tis  evidently intended as a  caution against 
“  loafer*,” who did not obey the injunction of S t  Paul, 
to work even whilst preaching tho Gospel, but preferred 
to live on the community ) You must not t « t  or con
demn n prophet whilst he speaks in the spirit (trance), 
for all sins will 1« forgiven, but this sin will not 1h> for
given. But not every one, who speaks in tho spirit is a 
prophet, hut only he who also follows tho example of tho 
Master. By his conduct you will know tho true from 
tho fulso prophet. Every prophet ieho, whilst speaking 
i„ the spirit, controls the table by touching it, u  a false  
prophet. Every prophet, who teaches the truth, hut does 
not as ho teaches, is a  false prophet. Every true, proven 
prophet now, who.subdues and chastens his l*xly for tho 
practice of tho mysteries of tho Church, without im
posing on others his ascetic rules, has God only for his 
Judge. Do not judge him. I f  any one speaking in tho 
spirit says : Give me money or other things, do not listen 
to him ; but if he orders you to give to the poor, nobody

‘hî t  ¡s*scarce U' necessary for us to cal! the reader’s special 
attention to this important paragraph, more especially to 
the lines in italics. I t  seems very clear from them that tho
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first Christians made use of the table to  consult "  tho 
spirit," as they used to say in those times, or “  the 
spirits,” ns we say now. For them it was the “  Holy 
Ghost," the Divio« Pneuma or Spiritus, speaking 
through tho mouth or the prophet, or through tho tablo, 
if it  was not tho spirit of evil.

W ith the Spiritist-s of our time i t  is simply a  spirit, 
good or bud : tho spirit of a  deceased person, a  disem
bodied soul; but tho piocoss is the same. To-day, ns 
eighteen hundred years ago, one asks the spirit and tho 
spirit answers through the table; we are not informed 
whether by movements or raps. Hut then as now tho 
medium played an important predominating p a r t; only 
tho medium was styled prophet, and tho prophet who 
consulted tho table was not allowed to touch it—to put 
his hand upon it—if he was not to be accused of having 
dictated tho answer to it. He, who did not abstain from 
any contact was a false prophet. Precautions against 
swindlers were evidently token in those time, as now, and 
tho practice was apparently the same. A circlo was 
formed around the table, and hands joined on it, with 
exception of the medium who had to join the circlo 
standing or sitting, but without touching the table.

Hut whatever may have been the usual procedure, tho 
principal conclusion is beyond doubt. The early Chris
tians practised what Spiritists do now*: communicated 
with spirits through tables. I t was known from a pas
sage in Tertullian, tha t the old magi obtained oracular 
decisions through tallies; but it  was not known until now 
that tho Christiuns of the first two centuries resorted to 
this method of communication with tho spirit-world ex
actly as tho Spiritualists do now.

This information is extremely valuable to us. In  tho 
first place it furnishes us with an argument of a  certain 
valuo against those, who stubbornly deny the reality of 
tho phenomena. The Christians especially, if there are 
any, will henceforth have no reason to ridicule the " ta lk 
ing tables,” when the apostles and their disciples speak 
of them seriously as a  means of communicating with tho 
“  Holy Ghost," and so far from forbidding tho practico 
will rather regulate its modus.

The light we receive from the passage referred to, and 
the few more to bo cited hereafter, will serve to  elucidate 
many tilings hitherto dark in the Gospel records.

Finally, by comparing the latter with the explanations 
this new document gives us, we may perhaps lie onublod 
to draw from the Christian .Spiritism of the first and 
second centuries certain lessons, and avoid certain 
dangers, for tho Spiritism of to-day.

Wo shall, therefore, continue the examination of tho 
manuscript of the Twelve Apostles, moro especially as 
regards its correspondence and agreement with tho 
books of the Now Testament.

(To be continued.)

T H E  M IND C U R E ; A N D  S C IE N pli'O F  LIFE.

T u b  above is the title of a  monthly uiagazine, edited by 
Prof. A. J .  Swartz, and publishe^/since October last a t  
Chicago, U.S A. I t  is devoted tp ¿he scientific presenta
tion of mental or psychic therapeutics, as taught by 
Dr. J . R. Buchanan, Dr. W . F. Evans, and several other 
eminent writers of the advanced Eclectic School, and we 
notice amongst tho list of contributors tho names of 
Hudson Tuttle, Emma Hnrdinge Britten, Mrs. Addie,
L. Ballou, George Clmincy, Prof. Henry Kiddle, and 
other prominont Spiritualists. In  another column will 
be found an article from its pages by^Prof. Buchanan, 
which will givo some idea of what he a t  least aims a t  in 
writing for its columns. The journal only requires to  bo 
known by advanced thinkers to be appreciated, and with 
the view of bringing it more extensively under tho notice 
of tho public, tho publisher has adopted tho popular 
American mothod of presenting premiums to  new sub
scribers.

By reference to our advertising columns it will be 
seen tha t special inducements are offered in this direc
tion.

N o th in g  purifies an<l enriches the W ool an d  destroys a l l  poisons 
in  th e  s j s tc m  lik e  H op  Bitters. K c a l.

£o Comsponbtiits.
Communication! intended for this Journal ihould be 

written legibly, and on one tide o f  the paper only.

JU D G E  EDMONDS, ON A N G EL OR SPIRIT 
G U A R D IA N SH IP.

11 Angels where e'er we go attend 
Our steps, wlmt e'er betide ; .

With watchful care their charge defend,
And evil turn aside.

Mvrinds of bright cherubic bands 
Sent by the King of Kings,

Itejoice to bear us in their hands 
Aud shade us with their wings."

—(  Hymet of C. Wet ley.)

TO T H E EDITOR OF T H E HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

Sir,—The above two verses form the motto to the 47th 
chap, of Mrs. E . H. Britten’s “  Modern American 
Spiritualism.” I t  forms also a  sample of much hymno- 
logy, ju s t as much in  harmony with orthodoxy as with 
Modern Spiritualism. The hymnology of any religion 
must l>e founded on, and therefore an index to, its 
theology.

In  your last issue I  undertook to  controvert the declar
ation of Lord Aniberly, tha t when a  mortal fools assured 
he hoars the voice of a  departed relation, i t  must neces
sarily be a  delusion of his sense of hearing. I instanced 
the case of J  udge Edmonds, whom I  thought to be a 
good witness against Lord Amberly in this matter, tho 
judge having recognised the voico of his wife. My 
object in this letter is to  give my w arrant for what I 
wrote in tho very words of the judgo, which if wo accept 
i t  would seem to prove that

'* Angels where e'er we go attend,"
And that the judge had the spirit of his deceased wife 
for his guardian angel, who could mako her voice heard 
by him.

H er spirit was, therefore, ju s t one of those minister
ing spirits spoken of by Toplady, in the motto to my last 
letter, and by Wesley in the motto to this letter.

But now for my sufficient authority in tho words of 
tho judge himself. I  went to  tho Public Library, and 
gavo myself some troublo to get them from the 82nd 
pugo of the Memorial edition of “  Letters and Tracts by 
J  udge Edmonds," as follows :

"The idea o f  an eternal separation from  the departed 
was exquisitely painful to me. I t  was in this mood <f 
mind, and while I  was searching for the truth on this 
topic, that one evening when alone in mi/ library a voice 
spoke to me in tones which I  /cared had been silenced for
ever, and answered the question

'Shall we live again ?'
The voice was soft and gentle, but distinctly audible ;  and 
oh, how familiar to my ear. J  never dreamed then o f  suck 
a thing as the spirit o f  the dead being able to speak to 
the living."

That seems to settle the question as far as tho judge is 
concerned, but how very, very many liavo given positive 
testimony, supported by their own sonso of hearing, to 
this very class of phenomena, viz., tho sp irit voico. Tho 
negative testimony of all the lords in creation should not 
weigh against this positive testimony.

Thomas Inman, M.D., in his work "  Anciout Faiths 
and Modern," has written his book in precisely tho same 
tono with Lord Amberly’s “ Analysis of Religious Faith." 
They both come to the conclusion th a t all religion always 
was and will be all nonsenso, and th a t thoro is no such 
thing as a world of ministering spirits.

Dr. Inman writes on the 100th pago of his book : 
"T he philosopher may pause hero with profit to  himself, 
and inquire whether there is any new form o r forms of 
religion which have sprung up within his own observa
tion, and if  so, whether it or they havo or has been based 
upon Thauraaturgy,” . . . "  Spiritualism is a new 
sort of Theosophy, ostensibly founded and supported 
wholly by Thaumaturgy ; its disciples havo induced them-
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selves to believe (against their original ideas) tha t we 
sre not only surrounded by the spirits of the departed, 
bat that theso can be brought into connection with us by 
means of certain individuals called mediators or mediums, 
and that these havo such power over the invisible beings 
hovering in the air, tha t the souls of the dead may bo 
made to shake tables and lift up their sofas to the ceil
ings, Theso miracles are believed in by many.”

I reply, yes by most of those who have read all through 
Mrs. E. H. Britton’s “  Modern American Spiritualism" 
and her “ Nineteenth Century Miracles.” I  am willing 
to accept Dr. Inman’s suggestion of pausing, and not 
only asking myself tho question if  any religion has 
sprung up in our own day, under our own observation, os 
they are said to  have done in days of old, but I am 
further willing to  answer the question in the affirmative.

I point to  the State of New York as the location of 
this religious start, and I  fix the date a t  the 31st March, 
1848.

I  further quote Judge Edmonds again to provo that 
there is something more in  Dr. Inman’s taun t than ho 
thinks for, when ho writes concerning Spiritualists as I 
have quoted above: "They have induced themselves to 
believe that they are not only surrounded by the spirits o f 
the'departed, but that these can be brought into connection 
with us."

Having paused to ask ourselves tho question (which 
Dr. Inman bids us pause to  ask), our reasoning upon 
the facts of tho most modem history gives us back this 
answer: “ There aro divinations in the present day 
(witnessed by Mr. E . H . B ritten and Judge Edmonds) 
such as are reported in Bible days.”  Surely wo are not 
unwise after receiving tha t answer to  conclude tha t if 
there are divinations there must be gods or spirits, and 
some truth in tho tw o verses I  have taken for my motto. 
Such a  coriclUsion should follow upon the evidence of tho 
judge, which I  next give in reply to  Dr. Inman’s taunt, 
and in controvorsion of his materialistic notions and 
disbelief in a  world of spirits. See page 17, “ Letters 
and Tracts by Judge Edmonds,” Memorial edition

“  My daughter, who had long resisted tho spiritual 
belief, ono day requested to  witness a  spiritual manifesta
tion, and 1 sought an interview with the spirit of her 
mother, in  order to bring it  about advantageously. Tho 
spirit came to me and I communed with her for half an 
hour. W e reasoned together as in life; we discussed 
various suggestions, and we concerted a  plan.”

Considerations of space, Mr. Editor, prevent my quot
ing tho judgo further, who points out to us how that 
plan was successfully carried out.

I  argue th a t such incidents justify such Theology and 
Hymnology, as my last two letters have drawn tho atten
tion of your readers to, Dr. Innmn and Lord Amborly 
notwithstanding.

I t  never seems to  occur to  such gentlemen as the two 
whose names I  havo last mentioned, tha t it is incumbent 
on them to give some explanation of tho motives of a 
cloud of witnesses governed by the high integrity of 
Judge Edmonds, and who do not tell us the truth 1 That 
there is such a  cloud of witnesses any one may assuro 
himself by opening tho volumes of spiritualistic liter
ature.

On the 321st page of Dr. Inman’s book ho thus 
writes of we poor Spiritualists. ( I  would not quote him 
were I not bound to  adm it tha t he really is a  learned 
writer).

“ The jargon of theso pretenders is based upon tho 
assertions in tho Biblo tha t there are spirits, and tho 
accounts of certain of these returning to earth, which 
they havo quitted, or conversing with human Iwings in 
dreams or in reality. B ut they and their victims fail to 
seo tha t n spirit being without material existence cannot 
put matter into motion.”

I thought, Mr. Editor, th a t one of the chief charges 
against the spirits and tho Spiritualists was, tha t they 
made tho furniture dance. I t  would be to  the point if 
Dr. Inman would address himself to tho agency and 
cause of dancing furniture, the facts being so trito and 
indisputable, th a t m atter is p u t in motion in drawing- 
room s and b y  so  h u m a n  agency . The learned doctor 
writes further on tho same page: “A fter prolonged

observation, I believe tha t spirits, angels, demons, etc., 
Aar* no reality, exea t  in the delusions o f individuals, 
ichose diseased brain» induce them to Wlicve that they 
soe apparitions, and hear them speak."

We have seen that Judge Edmonds has honestly 
declared that ho heard, saw , and KjK»ke to a  sp irit Are 
w e, therefore (under the teaching of I)r. Inman), to 
concludo tha t Judge^ Edmonds and his thousands of 
brother witnesses, w e r e  deluded t

Such poets as Toplady and C. Wesley must, in that 
cam-, also be classed with those who a r e  deluded, but 
my aim is to show that the facts of Modern Spiritu
alism justify them, which demonstrates the utility of 
those facts.

I f  my readers object t o  my taste in quoting Judge 
Edmonds so much, I remind them that I only follow 
orthodox custom in quoting and resting upon the au
thority of an apostle o f  the F a it i i  they advocate.

Judgo Edmonds was we might say, the earliest and 
greatest of the apostles of Modern Spiritualism.

Dr. Inman takes it  for granted (and supposes that all 
his readers will do the same), that contempt should be 
cast upon all ghost stories, and noxt goes on to arguo 
tha t os credence in ghost stories is a  necessary pendant 
to crodonce in the angel world, i*juftl contempt should bo 
cast upon belief in angels.

I grant tha t the one l*lief is, os ho writes, properly 
pendant on the other, both ways, and I hold tha t the 
evidence of ghosts being so universal, i t  obliges us to 
believe in the angel world.. I t  seems to me tha t I cannot 
support my position better than by quoting the doctor’s 
book, p. 368 :—

“ The ideas of angels and of ghosts have their origin 
in what may be called a  superstitious education; and 
credence in the latter is almost a  necessary pendant to 
belief in the former.” Then, again, on page 372, he 
w rites: "The general credit obtained by tho tales of 
ghosts referred to has been attributed by many to tho 
teaching of the Bible. The apparition of Samuel to 
Saul. But an extended knowledge of tho belief ontor- 
tuined by people other than the followers of Jesus, shows 
that the idea in question is wholly independent.of both 
Judaism and Christianity. A credenco in. ghosts is as 
profound in Japan, an<( it  resembles in every respect 
tha t which has been so long current in Europe." . . . 
“  The belief in ghosts appears to bo os universal os the 
belief in  the immortality of tho soul upon which it  
depends. Both in China and Japan the departed spirit 
is invested with the power of revisiting the earth, and in 
a  visible form, tormenting its enemies and haunting those 
places where the perishable p a r t of it  mourned and 
suffered.”

To say tha t all this ghostly belief in Japan and tho 
rest of the world is without foundation in fact, would bo 
more wonderful than the oxistenco of tho 1*1 ief with 
foundation in fact, just os tho belief in dancing furniture 
without foundation in fact would I* more wonderful than 
tho existence of such a  belief avith foundation in fact.

I conclude tha t the ghost!/ manifestations provo the 
truth of tho angelic manifestations, and tha t they in 
their turn prove the truth of tho angelic manifestations, 
and tha t both together provo tho tru th  of Modern 
Spiritual manifestations in spit« of all Ix>rd Amberly 
and Dr. Inman may write to the contrary.

Yours obediently,
ROBERT CALDECOTT.

Raglan-strect, Port Melbourne,
20th July, 1885.

TH E R IG  VEDIO.

TO T H E EDITOR OF T H E IIARHINOER OF LIOIIT.

Sin — Amongst the notes record«! by mo which I  rocoivcd 
from Brahmin friends while in Indm, is tho following

The Rio Vcdic religion was hcliovod in nnd practised 
four thousand years before Christ, in Japan. I t  is said 
of all others to  have resembled science most. According 
to i t  God is invisible to men, therefore without form, 
without priesthood, without altar, and without sacrifices.
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The Universe is His temple ; creation, with its laws, is 
tho development of Hi« will. All who obey these, 
honour H im . All mankind who disobey them rebel 
against His atrthority. Those who seek His will are HU 
children, and therefore a  universal brotherhood.

As life and frame, and reason, man supply,
With all their powers, with every faculty ;
8o God is Nature’s motive power—its soul !
For over all its works Ho holds control.
That holy Faith we rend no temple knew,
Except heaven's lofty arch of azure blue!
No priesthood, and no idols recognised ;
No victims'on it* nltar sacrificed !
It* humble subject* sought through self-control!
Truth, meekness, love, unselfishness of soul;
Faith in the one Great Universal Cause !
The Author of Creation's works, and laws,
Love, peace, and bliss before Him over reign ;
T is  I Iu  our evil passions to restrain.

J .  B. R.

NEW  ZEALAND.* __
TO T H E EDITOR OK H I E  HAHBINGBR OF LIGHT.

Sill,—I have now been what is called a  Spiritualist for 
twelve months. The word Spiritualist, I funcy is about 
equal to Frcethought in its meaning; I mean i t  has a 
very wide significance, and scarcely convoys a  proper 
idea of its meaning.

I  have had ample proof of the immortality of tho soul, 
and for this I have to thank Spiritualism. I  have had 
more than enough to convince me that man only passes 
away from this life; tha t he still exists, knows, and 
understands exactly whut is going on as though he were 
with us in the flesh.

On one occasion I  was sent to a friend and neighbour 
who was ill. Tho m atter was urgent, no doubt. I felt 
grateful tha t the power of writing tha t had ju s t been 
given me was useful, and that I could be used for a  good 
purpose to tho advantage of another. I was sent on 
more than one occasion. After returning one afternoon 
I  was sitting in my room alone when I was called to tea. 
This spirit wrote through me that my friend was much 
worse, and I was to go down again to sco him a t once. 
I  said, before I have my tea? H e replied, yes. Tho dis
tance I had to go was about two and a  half miles. The 
night was rather dark ; my age is fifty-three. The spirit 
must be quite thesamenge, so thero wasno l*»yish nonsense 
between us. A fter making an excuse to my wife and 
daughters. I caught a  horse I had in a  paddock adjoin
ing my house, and went off in os much haste as I could. 
I t  was so dark that I passed my friend’s gate about half 
a  mile before 1 discovered it. On my arrival a t  his 
house I  found my friend talking, ai^d was even better 
than I  had left him some time before. Imagine how 
small I  looked. /

On another occasion I was Ibid my friend was dead. I 
have had many other hoaxes played off upon me, of a 
similar nature, by this or ¿¿her spirits; I  also find they 
personate one another.

Perhaps you or some of your renders might be able to 
givo me their experiencees and their opinions on such 
conduct- In  the flesh I  avoid those 1 do not care to 
become acquainted with ; but this spirit seems to be 
determined to become more acquainted with me than I 
care about. His tastes and ways are not my ways, and 
i t  seems hard that I should be annoyed with him. I 
would not care what he had been or what sphere he was 
in  if his advico and inclination were good. I  nmy state 
tha t he was one in the flesh tha t I could not call a  friend. 
I  had little or no dealings with him ; I  was always polite 
to  him, and I  then took him to be equal to  the ordinary 
run of people.

I  will mention one more thing. I was checking him 
one day for what he was saying. He retorted tha t I was 
a  thief, and used other hard words He said, « you stole 
£ 1 0 ;  it was in ten one pound notes.” W hether this was 
a  chance h it o r related to some fact known to  him ; I 
extorted all the explanation from him I  could, and found 
i t  related to £ 10  I  had taken and charged i t  to my

account. To be certain tha t I  had not omitted to charge 
this amount to my account, tho first opportunity I had 
I went to tho office and begged to be allowed to see the 
books, and with the clerk I found tho £ 1 0  duly chirged 
and deducted from my account a t  the  next reckoning. I 
felt this was a  peculiar phase of Spirituality. One, as it 
wore, to come from tho dead and accuso me of stealing 
£10 from his friend. I  should have stated a t  the time 
this happened I  was in charge of tho business, and I 
used to mako any advances to any one in tho employ, 
and thero wore many, using my own judgment on every 
occasion.

No doubt I shall suffer from this sp irit; I  have told 
him that I am of an opinion th a t thero is a God in 
heaven quite equal to his power.

I  am, sir, yours, etc.,
O.

July 12th, 1885.
[Our correspondent should trea t spirits the same as 

mortals in this respect, and firmly but kindly decline 
further intercourse with tho individual referred to, ceas
ing to write directly he finds the objectionable mind con
trolling. Moreover, there is a  rule which the inexperi
enced are apt to overlook, and th a t is never to set aside 
your otrn judymetit for another's until you have ¡.roved 
that other’s to be' more reliable than your own. This 
applies to  people in the body and out of i t  Very .few 
have the power of discerning spirits, and all not having 
this power arc liable to be imposed upon if they exhibit 
a  blind faith in any sp irit who chooses to  control. Better 
to get a  small quantity of grain than a  bushel of chafil 
— E d . H . of ¿ .]

W e are in  receipt of the first number of “  Modem 
Thought," the prospectus of which we referred to in our 
lost. I t  contains an editorial elaborating its principles, 
and the editor, whilst asking the assistance of his friends 
to introduce and circulate it, intimates th a t i t  will stand 
or fall upon its merits, a t  the same time guaranteeing its 
issue for twelve months. A  sketch of Emerson’s life 
and; works, by T. J .  Connelly, is interesting, and tho 
legend, El Dorado, clothed in poetical garb by Miss 
Brotherton, is enhanced in beauty by her treatment of 
it. The introduction of Mr. W alter’s lecture, “ Modem 
Thought and Religion," into this issue is appropriate, as 
it gives tho key to modem thought in  religion os ex
pressed by some of it* most prominent representatives.

"  L ight," for Juno Gth, contains an obituary of Lisetto 
Macdougal Gregory, widow of the  late Prof. Gregory, 
who passed over to  the spirit-world on W hitsunday.. 
Mrs. Gregory was an earnest and consistent Spiritualist, 
working both publicly and privately for tho advancement 
of the truths she so highly appreciated. H er house was 
ever open to honest media and earnest investigators, and 
tho editor of “  Light" concludes his remarks on the 
event as follows:—“ L e t us w ho knew and loved her 
pray tha t her soul may rest in peace, and th a t sho may 
enter into the fruition of tha t knowledge which she was 
the means of bringing to  so many of us on earth. Her 
memory will long remain.green for the sweet aroma of 
charity, sincerity, and love tha t breathes around it." 
And another writer, who was her intimate friend, says: 
“  To her revered name all Spiritualist* owe a  debt of

Etitude, for sho worked and lived for the cause of 
ritualism—ever ready to help anxious inquirers, and 

affording them means and opportunities of investigating 
the grand phenomena. To tho doubtful and wavering 
she never lost an occasion of saying a  word in  season- 
guiding them and oncouraging them with the comforting 
assurance of communion with their loved one* gone 
before. H er whole soul seemed to  go out as a  great wave 
in  the ocean of life, to bear away the burdens, griefs, 
and sorrows of humanity—so large, so noble was her 
generous heart.”

N o h e a lth  w ith  in a c t i r e  l iv e r  a n d  u r in a ry  organs. T ake Hop
Bittore. See.
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ABE T H E  PH EN O M EN A  O F SPIRITUALISM  

IN  HARM ONY W IT H  SCIENCE I 
B y A l f r e d  R u ssel  W allace,  F .R .S .

(From tho Boston Sunday Herald.)

“Life i« the elaboration of soul through the varied transform»- 
tioas of matter."—Spiritual Ecolutia*.
It  is a  common, but I  believe a  mistaken, notion, that 
the conclusions of scionce are antagonistic to  the alleged 
phenpmena of modern Spiritualism. The majority of our 
teachers and studonts of science are, no d  mbt, antagon
istic, but their opinions and prejudices are not science. 
Every discoverer who has promulgated new and startling 
truths, even in tho domain of physics, has been denounced 
or ignored by those who represented the science of tho 
day, as witness tho long lino of great teachers from Galileo 
iu the dark ages to Boucher de Perthes in our own times. 
But the opponents of Spiritualism have the additional 
advantage of being able to  brand the new belief as a 
degrading superstition, and to  accuse those who accept 
its facts and its teachings of being the victims of delusion 
or imposture—of being, in fact, either half-insane 
enthusiasts or credulous fools. Such denunciations, how. 
ever, effect us little. The fact tha t Spiritualism has 
firmly established itsolf in our sceptical and materialistic 
age, that it  has continuously grown and developed for 
nearly forty years, th a t by mere weight of evidence, and 
in spite of tho most powerful prepossessions, it  has 
compelled recognition by an ever increasing body of men 
in all classes of society, and has gained adherents in tho 
highest ranks of scionce and philosophy, and, finally, that 
despitpaluisoand misrepresentation, the folly of enthusiasts 
and the knavery of impostors, i t  has rarely failed to 
convince those who have ■ made a  thorough and pains
taking investigation, and has never lost a  convert thus 
made—all this affords a  conclusive answer to  the objections 
so commonly urged against it. Let us, then, simply 
ignore tho scorn and incredulity of those who really know 
nothing of tho matter, and consider, briefly, what are 
the actual relations of science and Spiritualism, and 
to what extent tho latter supplements and illumines the 
former.

Science may bo defined as knowledge of the universe 
in which wo live—full and systematised knowledge loading 
to tho discovery of laws and the comprehension of causes. 
Tho true student of science neglects nothing and despises 
nothing tha t may widen and deepen his knowledge of 
nature, and if ho is wise ns well as learned ho will hositato 
before he applies tho term “  impossible" to  any facts 
which are widely believed and have been repeatedly 
observed by men as intelligent and honest as himself. 
Now, modern Spiritualism rests solely on the observation 
and comparison of facts in a  domain of nature which has 
been hitherto littlo explored, and i t  is a  contradiction in 
terns to say th a t such an investigation is opposed to 
science. Equally absurd is the allegation tha t some of 
the phenomena of Spiritualism “  contradict the laws of 
nature," since there is no law of nature yet known to us 
but may bo apparently contravened by the action of more 
recondito laws or forces. Spiritualists observe facts and 
record experiments, and then construct hypothecs which 
will best explain and co ordinate the facts, and in so doing 
they are pursuing a  truly scientific course. They have 
now collected an enormous body of observations tested 
and verified in every possible way, and they havo 
determined many of tho conditions necessary for tho 
production of the phenomena They have also arrived at 
certain general conclusions as to  the causes of there 
phenomena, and they simply refuse to  recognise the com 
petence of those who havo no acquaintance whatever with 
the facts to  determine the value or correctness of those 
conclusions.

We who havo satisfied ourselves of the reality of tho 
phenomena of modern Spiritualism in  all their widc- 
'«»ching extent and endless variety are enabled to look 
upon the records of tho past with new interest and fuller 
appreciation. I t  is surely somothing to  be relieved from 
the necessity of classing Socrates and St. Augustin* 
Luther and Swedenborg, as tho predulous victims of 
delusion or imposture. Tho so-called miracles and super

natural events which pervade tho sacred book* an 
historical records of all nations find their place amon 
natural phenomena and need no longer bo laboriously 
explained away. The witchcraft mania of Europe and 
America affords the materials for an important study, 
since we are now able to  detect th -  basis of fact on which 
*t rested, and to separate from it  the Satanic interpretation 
which invested it with horror and appeared to  justify the 
cruel punishments by which it  was attempted to bq 
suppressed. Local folk lore and superstitions acquire a 
living intorost, since they are often bas.nl o.i phenomena 
which wo can reproduce under proper conditions, and tho 
samo may bo said of much of tho so reefy and magic of tho 
Middlo Ages. In  those and many other ways history 
and anthropology are illuminated by Spiritualism.

To tho teacher of religion it  is of vital importance, 
sinco it enables him to  moot tho sceptic on his own

r umi, to adduce facts and evidence for tho faith that 
professes, and to  avoid that attitude of apology and 

doubt which renders him altogether helpless against tho 
vigorous assaults of Agnosticism and materialistic science 
Theology, when vivified and strengthened by Spiritualism, 
may regain some of the influence aud power of its earlier 
years.

Science will equally benefit, since it  will havo opened 
to  it a now domain of surpassing interest Ju s t as there 
is behind the visible world of nature an "unseen univorse” 
of forces, the study of* which continually opons up fresh 
worlds of knowledge often intimitoly connected with the 
truo comprehension of tho most familiar phenomena of 
nature, so the world of mind will bo illuminated by tho 
now facts and principles which tho study of Spiritualism 
makes known to us. Modern scienco utterly fails to realise 
tho nature of mind or to account for its presenco in the 
W verse, except by tho mere verbal and unthinkable 
dogma that it  is “  the product of organisation." Spirit
ualism, on the other hand, recognises in mind tho cause 
of organisation, and, perhaps, even of matter itself, and 
it has added greatly to our knowledge of man’s nature by 
demonstrating the existence of individual minds indis
tinguishable from those of human beings yet separate 
from any human body. I t has made us acquainted with 
forms of m atter of which materialistic scionco has no 
cognisance, and with an ethereal chemistry whoso trans
formations are far more marvellous than any of tho«* 
with which science deals. It thus gives us proof that 
there are possibilities of organised existence beyond those 
of the material world, and in doing so removes thè greatest 
stumbling block ill the way of belief in a future state of 
existence—the possibility so often felt by tho student of 
material science of separating tho conscious mind from its 
partnership with the brain and nervous system.

On the spiritual theory man consists essentially of a 
spiritual nature and mind intimately associated with a 
spiritual body or soul, both of which are developed in and 
by means of a  material orAnis.n. Thus tho whole rauon 
d'etre of the material universe—with all its marvellous 
changes and adaptations, the infinite complexity of matter 
and of the ethereal forces which pervade and vivify it, the 
vast wealth of nature in tho vegetable and animal kingdoms 
—is to serve the grand purposo of developing human 
spirits in human bodies.

This world-life not only londs itself to the production, 
by gradual evolution, of tini physical body needed for tho 
growth and nourishment of the human soul, but by its vory 
imperfections tends to the continuous development of tho 
higher spiritual nature of man. I n a  porfect and har
monious world perfect beings might possibly have been 
created but could hardly havo been evolved, aud it may 
well be that evolution is thp great fundamental law of 
tho universe of mind as well as of matter. The need for 
labour in order to  live, the constant struggle against the 
forces of nature, thè antagonism of tho good and the l>ad, 
tho oppression of the weak by the strong, the painstaking 
and devoted search required to  wrest from nature her 
secret powers and hidden treasures-a ll directly assist 
in developing the varied powers of mind and body and tho 
nobler impulses of our nature. Thus all the material 
imperfections of our globe, the wintry blasts and Hummer 
heats, tho volcano, tho whirlwind and tho Hood, tho 
barren desert and tho gloomy forest, havo each served as
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stimuli to develop and strengthen man’s intellectual 
nature ; wfule the oppression and wrong, tho ignorance 
and crime, tho misery and pain, that always and every
where prevade tho world, have been tho inoansof exorcising 
and strengthening tho higher sentiments of justice, 
raorcy, charity, and love, which wo all fool to  bo our 
best and noblest characteristics, and which it is hardly 
possible to conceivo could have been developed by any 
other means.*

Such a  view as this affords us perhaps the best attain 
able solution of tho groat world-old problem of the origin 
of ev il; for if it  is tho very means of creating and 
developing tho higher moral attributes of man, those 
attributes which alone render him fit for a  permanent 
spiritual existence and for continuous progression, then 
the more temporary sin and misery of tho world must bo 
held to be fully justified by tho supremo nature and 
permanent character of what they lead to. From this

C'  a t of view tho vision of the poet becomes to us the 
t expression of tho truth. We, too, believe that 

‘■All Nature is but Arl,>nkaown to thee ;
AH Chanc<<, Direction which thou can«t notice ;
All Dirconl, llnrin >uy not understood ;
All partial Evil universal Good.”

Finally, these teachings of modern Spiritualism furnish 
us with the much needed basis of a true othical system. 
We learn by it tha t our earth-life is not only a prepara
tion for a  higher state of progressive spiritual existence, 
but tha t what we have usually considered as its very 
worst features, its all-prevading din and suffering, are in 
all probability the only means of developing in us those 
highest moral qualities summarised as “ love” by St. Paul 
and "altru ism ” by our modern teachers, which all admit 
must bo cultivated and extended to tho utmost if wo are 
really to make progress toward a  higher social state. 
Tho modern philosophers can, however, give no sufficient 
reason why we should practise these virtues. If, as they 
teach us, not only our own lives end here, but tho life of 
the whole human race is sure to end somo day, i t  is 
difficult to see any adequate outcome of the painful self- 
sacrifice they inculcate, while there is certainly no motive 
adduced which will bo sufficiently powerful to withdraw 
from selfish pleasures that numerous class which derives 
from them its chief enjoyment. But when men are 
taught from childhood tha t tho whole material universe 
exists for tho very purpose of developing brings possessing 
these attributes, tha t evil and pain, sin and suffering, all 
tend to the same end, and tha t the characters developed 
hore will make further progress towards a  nobler and 
happier existence in the spiritual world, just in proportion 
as our higher moral feelings are cultivated hero—and 
whon all this can bo taught, not as a  set of dogmas to  be 
blindly accepted on tho authority of unknown ancient 
writers, but os being founded on direct knowledge of the 
spirit' world, and tho continued actual reception of 
teachings from it, then indeed we shall havoinour midst 
" a  power tha t makes for righteousness.”

Thus, modern Spiritualism, though usually despised 
and rejected by the learned, is yet able to  give valuable 
aid to scienco and to religion, to philosophy and to morals. 
N ot only does it offer us a solid basis for a  solution of 
some of the profoundcst mysteries of our being, but it 
affords us a  securo hope, founded not on reason and faith 
only, but on actual knowledge, tha t our conscious life 
does not perish with our physical body. To all who will 
earnestly inquire it gives :—

M,Jrmncc ,h>t the wronjr« of life 
Will find their perfect guerdon! That the scheme 

80 broken here w.ll elsewhere be fulfilled I 
Hope not a dreamer'« dream !

Love'« long lu t yearning, satisfied, not still’d | "

iaoM the cheapost nowspapors to  the half-crown reviews 
in  Europe, Amer.ca, all over the civilized world, we 
have evidence of t  to increasing interest in Spiritualism. 
—Light.

• Thu argument applies of coarse to other worlds and srstems, 
all of which, on the spiritual hypothesis, either hare been or will 
be the scenes of the development of human smls.

T H E  W ORKSHOP O F T H E  M IND .

" I p," said a  spirit^ purporting to bo th a t of Bichat, tho 
French anatomist, to a  member of a  private circle, "you 
will sit a t  oloven o’clock on Sunday, in May next, my 
friend T. B. and myself will give you by impression a

C r on the Brain, as the "  Workshop of the Mind.” 
itually a t  the hour named, tho writer waited for tho 

impression : the first word came, ond the rest flowed as 
freely as water through a  conduit, so th a t the whole wU 
given without pause, correction, o r erasure, in forty-five 
minutes, os follows : The brain, ns an organ of tho mind, 
is an instrument so complex and delicate, and so precious 
in itself, tha t it  deserves the utmost study and the utmost 
caro. To bo ignorant of its structure is a  misfortune; 
to be negligent of its safe custody is a  crime. I t  is tho 
lord of tho nervous system, tho seat of intelligence, tho 
centre of authority. By it, man governs all his senso
rial organs, as also those of locomotion; and hence the 
supremo importance of a  right comprehension of it« 
structure and functions. Tho organ is dual, and each 
half works in harmony with, but independently of, tho 
other, and each controls tho opposite sido of the body, 
together with such of its organs as aro placed under coro- 
bral direction. The brain, thon, being thus dual in its 
composition, and each moioty of i t  having this separate 
action, wo find th a t whatsoever phenomena manifest 
themselves in tho region of tho body under the govern
ment of tho one lobe, arc directly traceable to certain 
modifications of the brain tissues; and these modifica
tions aro tho result of mental influence, ju s t as tho move
ments on tho key board of an organ are the result of tho 
impact of tho performer’s fingers. Only, in this caso, 
thcro is material tact, and in  tho other there is imma
terial contact. I t  is an unseen agent which occasions 
theso disturbances of tho molecular substance of tho 
tissues of tho cerebrum. And in’ order to the adequato 
activity of the mental performer, there must be a  healthy 
activity of tho instrument played upon, so tha t it may lie 
immediately responsive to  the master touch of the mind. 
Otherwise this is enfeebled in it« action. I t  can ncithor 
communicate with the external world, nor receive com
munications from i t  with th a t porfoct freedom, and with 
tha t complete accuracy and rapidity of transmission 
which aro ossontial to it, and to  the welfare of the human 
system of which the mind is tho governing power. Honco 
two rulos havo to be steadily borne in mind and legally 
obeyed : tho first is th a t all parts of the brain, all its 
manifold organs, subdivisions, and functions should bo 
called into healthful and equable exercise; and tho 
second is tha t none of these organs, parts, and functions 
should bo oithor overworked o r underworked. I f  over
worked, tho brain pays tho natural penalty. I ts  sub- 
stanco is prematurely weakened and impaired, atid ulti
mately destroyed. So i t  is with a  stringed instrument. 
I f  i t  bo incessantly and violently strummed upon, it« 
strings loso their elasticity and vibrating power, ond they 
lose tone and music. If, on the other hand, the brain bo 
underworked, it suffers from th a t partial atrophy which 
is the unavoidable result of disuse. Every constituent 
of man’s complex framework was bestowed upon him for 
active employment This is ono of tho conditions of 
health, and health is .the primary condition of happi
ness. I t  is its antecedent Health is the normal state 
of m an; and it  has been wisely ordained th a t it shall bo 
dependent upon activity of both organ and function. All 
those organs and functions th a t lio outside the control of 
his brain, such as the lungs and respiration, the heart 
and circulation, the stomach and digestion and assimila
tion, tho oxcreting apparatus and the various offices it 
fulfils — pursue these labours unremittingly from tho 
birth of tho individual to his doath. And if nature 
abhors a vacuum, she is equally repugnant to idlenoss. 
I t  is tho greatest of curses ; whothor it  bo indolonco of 
body or indolence of mind; and by tho la tte r is meant 
the inactivity o r apathy of its material organ. For, 
excepting when and while it  is undergoing the recupera
tive influence of sleep, the brain should be occupied, not 
merely as regards one particular set of faculties but as 
regards each and all in  their turn and in their duo pro
portion. I ts  powers and capacities, even in  the lowest



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, AUGUST l, 1885. 3027
human organisations, are undreamed o f ; they are so 
various and so adaptable to  all sort« of inquiries, acqui
sitions, and employments. Certain men who have ob
tained great distinction in the domain of intellectual 
effort have been called many-sided; and this has been 
referred to as a  proof of gehius, and genius is only 
another word for inspiration. B ut why were they sot 
Because they sought and found many outlets and direc
tions of mental activity. Goethe, for example, studied 
the laws of colour, ontology, osteology, and the physical 
sciences generally, as well as the operations of the human 
intellect and those great problems which he has developed 
in one of the most memorable poems of his century. 
And so with Michael Angelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Sal
vator Rosa,'and many of the master-minds of the  Renais
sance. So with Dante, Petrarch, Shakspeare, and Milton. 
They did not cultivate one set of faculties exclusively, 
but many, and the result was th a t expansiveness of intel
lectual effort which enabled them to  cover so wide a  field 
of thought and of productive power. So should it be in 
a minor degree with all. Every human brain is richly 
endowed with organs qualifying i t  to  follow almost innu
merable pursuits; to  acquire the most various knowledge; 
and to obtain the mastery of a  whole solar system of 
little worlds of art, literature and science. All th a t is 
necessary is diversity and equability of culture; not 
forcing one organ and totally neglecting another; not 
concentrating attention upon a  single field of inquiry, 
but covering a  universe ; n o t devoting the whole of life 
to the quest of a  solitary purpose, but ennobling it by 
the pursuit of a  multitude. Each faculty of tha t com
plex miracle should be provided with employment, and 
woiild be found capable of yielding a  continual increase 
of gratification. On the other hand, nothing can be 
more contrary to  the  wise and loving purposes of Divine 
Beneficence than to  suffer the brain to  become a  stag
nant marsh, as it were, and to  leave all its glorious possi
bilities to perish for lack of use. This is indewl an 
offence against the Most High, and a  criminal neglect of 
His marvellous bounty; as much, indeed, as to  make 
that brain the servant and minister of the physical appe
tites ; to render it subject when i t  should command, and 
obedient where it should bear sovereign sway and im
perial authority. Y et this is what is being daily practised 
by thousands, who in so doing revert to the conduct of 
their animal ancestry, and thus are retrogressive when 
they should advance, and voluntarily abdicate the leader
ship bestowed upon man by their Maker, and are con
tent to lead ignoble lives, and to  trust in  sordid 
ignorance.

THE R EL IG IO U S TR E N D  OF SPIRIT-CURE 
A N D  PRACTICE.

P r o f . J o s e p h  R o d e s  B u c h a n a n ,  m . d .

T r e  word Mind-Cure is but a  poor representative of the 
recent movement for the use of invisible agencies in the 
place of drugs. I t  comes from the agnostic spirit. The 
agnostic materialist does not recognise the soul, yet is 
compelled to recognise mind as a  fact or phenomenon. 
But the word mind does not really represent the soul. 
I t  refers to  tho intellectual rather than the ethical 
nature, and contains no h in t of immortality or trans- 
corporeal action. Hence the word mind-cure suggests a 
mere thinking process, which even the materialist would 
«cognise, and ignores the ever present and potent 
gelations of the soul to  its divine origin and affinity. The 
influence of such a  word in  constant use must be to 
diminish our sense of tho reality of soul life, and to 
encourage tha t animalised condition of human nature 
which lives in  the  external senses and material life, to 
exalt mortality above immortality, and pander to the 
fpirit of Mammon and to  tha t Pharisaical religion which 
is satisfied in ceremony and ecclesiastical pomp, and 
snows nothing of the spirit of Christ. I t  is a  cunning 
adaptation of a  noble tru th  to the present state of society 
ny giving it  a  name which belongs to the lower plane of 
¡ue, and may therefore facilitate its introduction, as 
Christianity was accelerated ift diffusion by its union 
^ith  the Roman empire. But the ultimate effect was

injurious to Christianity, and such will be the uUimaie 
effect of the use of the word Mind Cure in the healing 
art, unless those who accept and use the term are very 
careful a t all times to make it  known that by mind-cure 
they mean soul-cure.

The efficacy of tho so-called mind-cure, the real soul- 
♦ k v 17  j “  ***• rel»rion betwoen the healer and 
the healed. The passive patient submit« to the strong 
and benevolent influence of the physician, in whom is 
embodied tho conception of transcendent health—the 
revivification of the divine interior of human life. The 
realisation of this in the healer is hi< ascent into tho 
heavenly sphere of serenity, in which there is no disease 
nor any of the conditions of matter, and his power to do 
good depends upon his power thus to enter into correla
tion with the spirit world, and then to impose this con
dition on his passive patient. Passivity in the patient 
and spiritual power in the healer are then the conditions 
of success, and hence an intensely selfish nature cannot 
be successful in such healing.

A true school of spirit healing should be intensely 
religious—not in the orthodox and sanctimonious sense 
of devotion to creeds and churches, but in the sense 
recognised by the founders of Christianity—unfunded 
love to God and man. Hence I  maintain tha t the trend 
of spirit-cure is to a  higher religious life—bringing in an 
era of peace on earth and good will among men. I t  is 
Christianity practicalised in the healing art, into’ which 
i t  introduces the same saving heavenly influence os into 
all the affairs of life...government, business and social 
relations, from which i t  has been excluded. The intro
duction of these divine principles into the healing a r t will 
greatly assist their introduction into education, govern
ment and business relations, and will do much to thaw 
the icy barriers to  human progress, established by the 
dogmas of the old medical colleges.

Selfishness and avarice should be excluded from the 
soul-cure treatment. I t  requires no long and prelimi
nary studies, but finds thousands of ready-made physicians 
enough to supply the popular demand in every com
munity, and among these, too, there will be found the 
intuitive psychometric power which penetrates the con
dition of the patient and evinces the understanding of 
his troubles, which secures his confidence.

Body and soul are not to be separated—they advance 
together in healthy normal life; and hence the healing 
of the body and healing of the soul should not be isolated 
as distinct unconnected occupations. Their wide separa
tions heretofore has developed an immense quackery. 
The priest without science abandoned to  superstition, the 
physician without spirituality or religion confined to a 
barren mechanical routine, and both deprived of the 
inspiration of divine love—labouring for the honour and 
profit of their own class, instead of the introduction of 
a  nobler life. j

The introduction oTOic methods which are in harmony 
with divine benevolence should be carefully protected 
from the partisan spirit and iconoclastic rudeness which 
so commonly appear in all reformations, and which rudely 
deny tho merit of all tha t has been known before. Man
kind have been in error, it  is true, but not in general 
ignorance. Medical science is grand in its massive accu
mulations of knowledge, and presents a  vast array of 
successful cures'as well as failures. Neither physician 
nor priest has entirely failed, and thousands of both 
classes will welcome the new light when it is courteously 
presented in  connection with a true science and philo
sophy, explaining the soul, brain, and body, and thua 
satisfying the demands of an investigating mind.

I  do not deny that ¿ures may 1«  made without the 
spiritual power and exaltation of which 1 have spoken, 
but they will be relatively limited in number and power. 
The mere process of eliminating morbid conditions from 
the mind of the patient, even if the higher condition be 
not fully introduced, will have a restorative power, such 
as we find in sleep and in the delightful occupations and 
amusements which make us forget our pains. In  thia 
healing method music will be found a  powerful aid, and 
I  would urge those who practico the spirit cure not to 
neglect its co-operation.

Prayer, too, is a powerful co-operation, and ha«
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achieved many triumphs. I t  is ever beneficial when

S re, and every act of true trorihip brings us into 
r relations with the Divino sphere of health for tho 

soul and body.

T H E  SAV IO UR OF TO DAY.
Given through the mediunuhip o f Mrs. J . L . York.

I n all ages man has depended upon some power outside 
of himself. The grandeur of creation has awed him into 
a  belief, fostered by the priesthood, tha t he must depend 
upon a  Saviour; tha t tho powers which created could 
not bo approached but through the mediation of an 
Advocate to plead his causo for him.

Hence man has come to boliovo that in order to escape 
tho just punishment for sins, lie must intercede with 
this Advocate or Saviour, who will stand between him 
and on offended Deity.

And so as time rolled on, ono saviour after another has 
held the hearts of the people, and today we haven risen 
saviour, and his name is knowledge; and his birth has 
been sung in story for ages, and the wise men have 
looked earnestly for his advent, and to-day they catch 
tho gleam of the rising sun which ushers in the day of 
his birth.

Hear you not tho glad refrain, tho song of deliverance 
which wells up from tho hearts of those who havb, 
watched and waited ? The notes of praise come ringing 
from every workshop, from every school, from every 
laboratory where science is delving in tho mysteries, wo 
hear tho joyful cry.

W e have found the key to knowledge. O glorious day ! 
O risen saviour, of all tho saviours which the world has 
over known, thou and thou alono a r t able to  save ! Thou 
canst save from poverty, ignorance, and vice; Thou ennst 
save from error, intemperance, and woe ; Thou canst save 
from all tha t has made man the prey of those who liavo 
fattened upon his ignorance and fears.

Knowledge is the saviour of today.
And though the hosts of Herod may strive to blind the 

eyes of the people, tho light will pierce the darkness of 
superstition and error, and man shall learn tha t know
ledge is the only saviour who can deliver him from tho 
thraldom of priest or king. I t  is not possible to keep 
the jH-oplc in the darkness of bigotry and ignorance, for 
the sledge hammer blows of truth, wielded by the van
guard of progression, will level the walls of superstition 
to the ground. ,

T is  the dawn of a  new era ; in all ages- ns man has 
risen higher on the ladder of progression, he has seen 
more light; the fogs and clouds of ignorance and super
stition have rolled and surged lieneath his feet, but their 
power over him was forpver gone ; and still he shall go 
on climbing step by"step up the ladder; but as time 
passes the work will be easier, for the fields of knowledge 
aro now open to7the world. Lot us follow as one rises 
higher upon this mythical ladder of progression, and ns 
he reaches dew fields of thought, and discovers secrets 
hitherto unknown to man, with what delight he grasps 
tho now truth and heralds it  to the world. The wealth 
of a  millionaire is nothing compared to the happiness he 
feels; and, like a  Denton, he takes his life in his hand 
in search for knowledge, and though he lay down his 
body his work is not ended, for it is now in his power to 
plunge deep into the jungles without fear of fever, nnd 
when ho is ready he can communicate tha t knowledge 
through some organism to the world.

Think not tha t work is ended when the body is laid to 
rest, for the spirit liberated from the conditions with 
which earth-life enveloped it, is better fitted to work 
for advancement, and when tho freed spirit realises how 
difiurent are the conditions surrounding, and learns its 
own powers, like a  bird, i t  longs to try  its new-found 
wings, and to explore fields of knowledge hitherto un
known. Liberty of thought is essential to progression. 
Lot tho mind wander in whatever direction its capabili
ties lead, you cannot get beyond the reach of law. In 
whatever direction your fooUteps tread, new fields of 
thought lie open before you, and as you explore, tho 
doors of science will fly open and now truths are presented

to your view. Fear not to  investigate and know for 
yourself, for fields of knowledge lie beyond the research 
of tho most advanced scientist of the spheres, and though 
you may be compelled to  dig deep, or scale tho walls to 
reach tho gem you seek, no cherubim with flaming sword 
stands in tho way to guard tho avenues to its approach, 
but an angel of light bids you enter and explore, for hid 
beneath the rubbish of centuries lies buried bright gems 
of truth.

Is not life worth living t  Death is b u t an episode, the 
changing cars on the journey of life ; but the train mo'.es 
onward ; it  does not stop a t  the little  hillock raised by 
loving hands to mark the spot where we disappear from 
tho gaze of mortals; but on and on up the steps of time 
adding new treasures, and as the  train moves onward it 
is freighted with gems of thought, with truths gathered 
from tho storehouse of knowledge, with the friendships 
of the great and good, with the society of tho wisdom of 
tho spheres; and that is not all, you are not surrounded 
alone with cold science, but loving hearts and hands 
surround you in all the journey.

The loves of earth wo meet again and clasp to our 
bosom, and new loves, now joys, new aspirations, mako 
life one round of pleasure and happiness ; and that is 
not all—there is no more death. The funeral pall is 
never seen here, but reunited happy homes, for those who 
bring with them congenial earth ties. B ut it  will provo 
a blessing to some, to know that the marriage ties of 
of earth are not binding here, only those who have boon 
drawn together by tho ties of love.

Oh, indeed, life is a  l>oon to mortals given; yc^. and 
when the spirit wings its way from the scenes of earth, 
it  is m et by those who have waited and longed for its 
coming. I f  the freed sp irit is borne down by errors and 
crime, it  is provided with careful teachers, whoso aim is 
to awaken the moral aspirations, and when they are fully 
aroused, and the spirit realises th a t through false teach
ings nnd influences it has made a  wreck of life, nnd has 
a desire to  reform nnd mako reparation for tho wrong 
dono, it  is permitted to  return to earth, and there work 
is assigned for it  to do by which it can atone for earthly 
errors.

The great plan of salvation through which humanity 
is enabled to  repair the wrongs of earth-life, is not 
founded upon the death of any one, b u t upon a life of 
right-doing, filled with aspirations for good—blessing 
others and doing good to  all.

Life was never intended for selfish purposes, nor can 
the true purpose of life bo accomplished in the life of a 
recluse or hermit, neither is the greatest good attained 
in monastery or cloister; while i t  may be commendable 
in some instances to devote tho life to  deeds of charity, a 
life of seclusion is not conducive of true happiness or 
the greatest good to  tho world. B ut de t us now turn 
our footsteps in another direction, into the  past, and note 
step by step the progress of development through which 
humanity has .passed in its upward march ; and as we 
pass the periods of time marked off by the  milestones of 
great and important events, we see man rising higher 
nnd higher in mental possibilities.

Back farther in the ignorance of tho past, low browed 
animal in his instincts, tho dug-out was his only means 
of transportation. Back still further when his safest 
homo was iii the tree-tops, when language was only a 
senseless chattering—but in tha t was an effort to be 
understood—in that effort was embodied the possibilities 
of the eloquence of the mighty of earth. That dug out 
was the embryo of tho mighty palaces which float upon 
old ocean, and the commerce of the world. And as man 
has risen step by step from the lowest grades of life, 
from the single cell in which pulsated the first form of 
life, and as the wheels of evolution rolled on, tho other 
forms of life appeared, tho earth was in a  condi
tion in which only tho elementary forms of lifo could 
have been produced ; in all ages the conditions have keen 
just what the age of tho earth has made possible, ami to
day the conditions evidence tho age of the earth. I t  has 
not outgrown its  fiery condition, it  imparts to its progeny 
the conditions governing i t  is a  law of nature— that tho 
infirmities of the parents are transmitted to their chil 
dren.
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But evolution is still a t  work, and as time passes- 

better conditions will surround the children of earth: 
the low brow and projecting jaw of the far past were the 
promise of the high forehead and the noble mien of those 
who shall lead on and up the heights of knowledge. Tho 
senseless chatter of the past was the promise of tho 
music of the spheres; and as in  the past man has risen 
from the most remote possibilities, so in the far future 
he shall climb the heights of knowledge of which the 
dwellers of this sphere have no comprehension.

Is life a  failure t Oh, say not tha t when this short

K is ended man shall lay down in an eternal sleep;
s is no sleep or forgetfulness only for the errors of 

life; they shall indeed be left behind and be buried with 
the dead past, but immortal man is destined to  stand as 
a  god upon the heights of eternal progression.

Sydney, June, 1885.

JOTTINGS FROM  T H E  NORTH EAST.

At the end of the  month of June Mr. W . II. Roper 
delivered a  lecture entitled “  Reason t>. Alleged Revela
tion," in th(j Assembly Room's, Yackandandah. The 
attendance was small, owing to tho inclement state of 
the weather, there not being more than eighty or ninety 
people present. Dr. Mueller occupied the chair, and in 
a few well chosen words introduced the lecturer, who 
on rising launched a t  once into his subject. Ho 
reviewed the five books ascribed to Moses, but which 
bore strong internal evidence as being the work of some 
later age, and consequently some later writer. Ho 
brought under review and severely criticised the first 
and second chapters of Genesis, as being opposed to 
common observation and science, the antiquity of man 
as proved by the story of the rocks reaching beyond the 
period so told by the Bible. The fables, the idle stories, 
both dishonoring to God and man that are to be found 
in the “  Word of God !”—Samson’s wager with the young 
men, and tho method by which he paid tho bet ; Samson 
slaying the Philistines with tho jaw-bone of a  jackass— 
one thousand, one a  minute, sixteen hours and forty 
minutes of solid murder ; the killing by the command of 
Moses (as told inthe thirty-first chapter) of 48,000women, 
besides (say) 20,000 young boys—were cited as internal 
evidence tha t tho Bible cannot be thè work either direct 
or by inspiration of our loving father God. That we 
must give up our reason to  believe such God dishonour
ing tales, and to  ascribe them to  the Crentor is derogatory 
to reason and common sense ; but the bible tha t all men 
can read, the bible where nothing antagonistic to an 
ever-wise and omnipotent God is ever taught, is nature. 
The flówers th a t suck the bosom of mother earth speak 
of his loving care. The stars and planets speak of his 
omnipotence, and the teeming earth of his beneficence. 
The God'whose works we see around us is not the God, 
the Jehovah, of Moses or the Patriarchs—the God of 
murder, of incest, whose ear was ever open to  the cry of 
revenge, and whose nostrils were pleased at the smell of 
burning flesh. Our God is a  God of love, not murder. 
The nations of tho earth  are all his children, not a  few 
wandering Israelites, as the Bible teaches. And, con
tinued the lecturer, if  there is any recording angel 
present who will take down what I  am about to utter I 
hope he will do so, and advance it against mo at the day 
when all shall be judged. W rite tha t I, W. H. Roper, do 
not believe in the God, tho Jehovah of the Bible, but 
that I  believe in a  God of Love, of Justice, and of Mercy, 
omnipotent and omniscient—a loving Father and a  faith
ful Friend. A  few words to the young brought an end 
to one of the best lectures on such topics ever delivered 
>n Yackandandah. M r. Roper is a  fluent speaker and a 
critical one. H e does not superficially examine or search, 
but probes into and dissects with the utmost care any 
subject he may wish to bring before tho audience. His 
lecture, “ Reason v. Alleged Revelation,” fully beare 
this out. The ordinary reader of the Bible would fail 
to see what Mr. Roper has, viz., proof positive against tho 
thble not being the “ word” of the Creator of the 
Universe to his children of earth.

NEW  ZEALAND PSYCHOLOGICAL 8001ETY.

The first social gathering of the membeni and friend, of 
the above Society was held in the Cook-street Hall, 
Auckland, on Tuesday evening, the 16th June, a t which 
there was a large gathering, every available seat being 
occupied. *

The first part of tho entertainment consisted of a 
concert, the performers being chiefly members of the 
Society, assisted by a  few friends, and the creditable 
manner m which the musical and vocal selections were 
rendered created an agreeable surprise upon the audience.

Mr Charles Bright, the popular lecturer, gave a  short 
but eloquent address on. Modem Spiritualism, bringing 
forward a few incontrovertible facts, shewing the belief 
in the power of spirits of the departed to communicate 
m all ages, and the rapid strides the movement was 
making at tho present day. Mr. Bright pictured graphic
ally the efforts made in all ages, and in tho present, to 
suppress truth ; how, in spite of all, the tru th  only came 
out stronger than ever, and must eventually prevail and 
survive when religious systems of to-day have sunk into 
decay. He deprecated tho idea of making Spiritualism 
a  religion, and preferred to  see it  a  science as it was the 
grandest science nature had yet revealed to man, and 
warned tho Materialists to take heed of Hamlet’s advice 
tha t there is more in heaven and earth than is dreamt 
of in  our philosophy.

Mr. Ivo, another well-known rationalistic lecturer, also 
contributed much to  the evening’s amusement by giving 
a  long descriptivo recitation in excellent style, entitled 
“ A Woman’s Love,” showing that heaven and hell are 
states of mind both here and hereafter rather than what 
orthodoxy teaches.

The first part of the programme was concluded by a 
character sketch from Pickwick, by Mr. King, which 
kept the audience in a  high state of amusement from 
beginning to finish.

The H all was then cleared for dancing, which was kept 
up under the guidanco of Mr. Campbell as M.C., until 
midnight, when all dispersed, highly pleased with the 
evening’s entertainment, w'hich besides being a  decided 
financial success, was the means of bringing members and 
friends of the Society into greater harmony and sym
pathy with each other.

ADELAIDE.

A  corespondent writes to us from Adelaido as follows :— 
Adelaide has had bestowed upon it  the appellation of 
" The City of Churches.” Its claim to that title is based 
upon the number of ecclesiastic buildings existing within 
its precincts, and the spirit of religious intolerance mani
fested by its people. We arc accustomed here to have 
horrible p ie tie s  sketched for our edification of the fearful 
moral, social, and political corruption prevailing in com
munities where pulpits are proportionately less numerous 
and where the platform affords better opportunity for 
the ventilation of independent thought and opinion upon 
theological questions, or such as bear upon the subject of 
morality generally.

Christianity of the present day is nowhere marked by 
tha t spirit of humility which eminently distinguished its 
great Founder, and if ever there was a  community whose 
Pharisaism Christ would have denounced, such a  com
munity is typified by the leaders and teachers of the 
people in this colony. Welcomo indeed then would be 
the glorious liberating and elevating influences of rational 
Spiritualism in our m idst But the strong prejudices of 
bigotry and the fierce opposition of hypocrisy that have 
to be encountered, must inevitably retuard the much to 
be desired reform.

Your readers ¡have already been made awaro of the 
treatment which Mr. Reimers received a t  tho hands of 
a  contemptible trickster, a tailor, and member of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association in this city. Mr. 
Kirkham Evans’ fraud must bo charged to the account of 
his Association, as his action was rewarded by a  vote of 
thanks from that body.
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I t  is to  be regretted that Mr. Rcimers should have 
assumed «hat connection with a representative Christian 
Association and a  consequent "odour of sanctity was 
any gWrantee against lying and deceit. As a  result ot 
his too confiding nature, the whole of the manifestations 
aro mode completely worthless. That a  percentage, 
probably a  large one, of them were genuine enquiry, 
satisfies me is quite certain. But as in the case of the 
Holmes Kutie King materialisations, tho whole affair was 
rendered suspicious through confessions of introduction 
of fraud by the disreputable Mrs. W hite; so ICirkham 
Evans being responsible for fraudulent production of 
some of tho supposed manifestations, the only satisfac
tory plan is to discard the whole—so fur as convincing the 
public is concerned—and seek for manifestations under 
circumstances where, as regards their value, such “ moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
steal."

Despite all vexation and disappointment, however, the 
little episode promises to prove not altogether without 
profitable result. I t  has the effect of drawing a  large 
amount of public attention to the subject, and the inves
tigation being prosecuted a t  tho present time is pretty 
extensive. To a  great degree enquiry is being conducted 
aub rom. A great many who are really anxiously curious 
feel ashamed to have it  known that they are seriously 
investigating a subject which, although tho most eminent 
scientists have considered it  worthy their attention, has 
been held up to scornful and contemptuous ridicule.

Tho spirit of enquiry is, however, unquestionably 
awakened, and the " little leaven, ” quietly yet surely 
operating, may yet “ leaven the whole lump." I  know 
of a  number of “ home circles" tha t are prosecuting 
enquiry, and amongst the names of investigators I  could 
mention a few of the leading intellects in the colony. 
An Association is badly needed, together with a  properly 
furnished reading-room. Until an Association is estab
lished I fear tha t there is little prospect of a  develop
ment of any advanced order of mcdiumslup. Family 
circles appear to  satisfy themselves with tho more ordi- 
nary phenomena of table-moving, rapping, and writing, 
without sitting for trance or materialisation develop
ments. However, I hope tha t erelong I shall be able to 
apprise you of a  greater advance of so grand a  cause.

July, 1885.

SPIRITUALISM  IN  WALL8END.

At the School of Arts, on the evening of July 5th, Mrs. 
Hodgson, of Sydney, under spirit influence, delivered a 
masterly address, entitled « Is there a  Judgment Day X‘ 
H er guides pointed out tha t spirit pervaded all nature ; 
in short, tha t matter was only the garment of spirit. 
They referred, also, to thq feolings of awe and veneration 
experienced by man contemplating tho stupendous forces 
of nature. The nimbi attributes of man were also 
appealed to as presumptive evidence in favour of spirit, 
etc. They also pointed out that wo were constantly 
having JudgmentDays for our misdoings to one another; 
tho pangs and remorse of conscience being the sufferings 
inflicted on us. They referred, also, to the beliefs enter
tained by so-called Christians regarding the Judgment 
Day and the world beyond, drawing a  very vivid descrip
tion of their disappointment when awaking on the 
other side.

On tho following Sunday, in tho some Hall, Mrs. 
Hodgson, under spirit influence, delivered her second 
lecture : subject, the Coming Millennium ; dealing with 
tho evils that affect humanity, and pointing to the time 
when they should disappear. I t  was a  pointed and 
masterly uddress, delivered in a  manner that would carry 
conviction and impress strangers with a  desire to hear 
more.

During Mrs. Hodgson’s short stay in Wallsend, she 
gave three private meetings. A  short address was given 
a t  each meeting. H er guides also described some of the 
apint-fnends to those present, and many of them were 
recognised. The public in this place begin to think more 
seriously over this question. j .

TH E FORTHCOMING SUN D AY  LECTURES.

MRS. A D D IE L. BALLOU.

Ix  our last w e reported the non arrival of Mr. Geo. 
Chaincy, and up to  the present tim e wo are without 
explanation of tho cause. W e had arranged, howover 
for Mrs. Addio L. Ballou, an able inspirational speaker 
to come along in the same boat for work in New Zealand 
until the field was clear here, and she arrived a t  Auck
land by the Zealandin on Sunday, Juno  28th. Arrange
ments had been made with the Auckland Psychological 
Society for her to deliver a  course of lectures for them, 
and as they were prepared to  s ta rt a t  once, she took tl\o 
platform tho same evening, in tho Lome-strect Hall, 
her subject luring “ From Molecule to  M an; from Man 
to Angel.*' The Auckland Bell, of tho following day, 
gives a  lengthy report of her address, which i t  states was 
received with applause. On the following Sunday she 
lectured on "Proofs of Immortality," and was again 
most warmly received. A  lengthy report of this lecture 
also appears in the Eveniny Bell; b u t as it  is announced 
for her first lecture in Melbourne, we refrain from quot
ing. The Ballous are an old Spiritualistic family, the 
Rev. Adin Ballou having investigated and become con
vinced of Spiritualism during the first years of tho 
modern movement, l ie  wrote a  very excellent book on 
the subject, entitled "  Spirit Manifestations," which was 
published in both London and Boston in 1852, and a 
second edition in 1853.

Mrs. Ballou has been long known as an able, earnest 
speaker, and her lectures and poems have frequently 
appeared in Spiritualistic journals. She is an artist of 
no mean repute and a  clairvoyant, frequently describing 
for identification spirits she sees with individuals in her 
audiences.

Arrangements were all complete for Mrs. Ballou to 
commence her Melbourne lectures a t  the Bijou Theatre 
te-morrow, but the late arrival of the Californian mail 
steamer at Auckland, delayed her departure from that 
city for Sydney, and tho uncertainty of her arrival 
there in ttmo for Friday’s train, necessitated the post
ponement of the opening lecture to the following Sunday, 
her subject being “  Proofs of Immortality."

MODERN JU D A ISM .

P r o b a b l y  there is no member of any religious sect more 
stric t in tho observance of the forms and tho preservation 
of the tenets peculiar thereto than tho orthodox Jew, 
whose prido it is to  maintain inviolate tho faith of hi* 
forefathers for so many centuries back. Hero and there 
have been found representatives of tho rnco who have 
individually become emancipated, from various causes, 
from tho bondugo of their creed and ritual, and oven 
attained a  liigli philosophic standpoint. Latterly, how
ever, tho spirit of reform and progress seems to havo 
been permeating them more thoroughly, and a  consider
able proportion of them, as is the caso with most other 
religious bodies, desire a  larger liberty, to  be a little 
relieved from slavish adherence to  the old and well- 
nigh obsolete, and to  feel themselves more abreast of tho 
present age. This has led to  the institution of Reformed 
Congregations in-lx>th England and America, which 
have grown influential and prosperous. A similar move
ment has been developed in Melbourne, and on Sunday 
evening, tho 26th ult., tho first service connected there
with was hold by tho Rabbi Jacobson, at tho Assembly 
Hall, Collins Street. I t  was very numerously attended, 
and was carried on partly in the Hebrew and partly in 
English tongues, interspersed with singing by a  choir 
composed of both sexes,—the introduction of ladies in 
this capacity being, wo understand, an innovation on 
the orthodox practice. The hymns sung were very 
similar to those adopted by the Unitarians. I t  is stated 
th a t in future the service and music are to  be modelled 
on the plan of those in  use a t  the  Templo Emanuel, 
New York. Wo regret th a t we aro unable to furnish 
our readers at present, as we hoped to havo done, 
with any fuller particulars of the origin, scopo, and
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meaning of this reform movement, a* the address of Dr. 
Jacobson did not enlighten us upon those pointa, but 
dealt with the traditions respecting the Mosaic law, the 
taieer of his race in history, and the morality of Modern 
jodaism. The Hon. Sec. is Mr. A. M. Samucll

A iiJCOOLAR dream was told me a  few d a y s  ago. I t  w a s  
as follows:—Ho (the narrator) dreamt he was in the 
lower regions, where the brimstone is kept in stock, and 
standing near the doors talking to  a mthor handsome 
imp, n gentleman came along, who the dreamer noticed 
had on ft white tie. H e also had something tha t seemed 
to cause him much uneasiness hid in a small handbag. 
No sooner hod the imp in waiting caught a  glance at 
the gentleman than he stepped forward, and opening the 
door told him to  step inside. The gentleman did so, but 
before the attendant could shut the door the dreamer 
stepping forward gave a  glance inside, and this is what he 
mw ¡—Hanged around, and standing close alongside the 
walls, he saw a  vast number of individuals dressed after 
the same fashion as the gentleman that had ju s t entered, 
aud strange to  say they one and all hod bags, some 
large, some small, but all had in largo letters the word 
“ gold " on them. Turning round ho found the imp also 
looking in, and seeming to  observe with joyful eyes the 
very warm berths the gentlemen with the g .lden bags 
occupied. Tho dreamer asked, ‘'Who are thoso ?” "Oh !” 
answered tho imp, "they are persons who loved the gold 
of earth better than the God of Heaven. "H ow  many 
hare you in there f  ’ asked the dreamer. "  Oh, I  don’t  
know rightly," answered the sooty one ; "  but there are 
not many who have escaped us or who have not had to 
take their stand against th a t wall. Oh ! here's another 
one! Ta-ta T'—and the dreamer awoke.

During Mr. Eglinton’s recent visit to  the Continent 
ho met, amongst others, the eminent French Society 
artist, M. Tissot, whose attention was first attracted to

i  ritualism through reading Floronco Marryat’s  account 
a materialisation published some months since in the 

columns of this journal. M. Tissot seized tho oppor
tunity of Mr. Eglinton’s tour abroad to commence a 
practical investigation of the  subject, and so interested 
did he become in what occurred tha t he has recently paid 
a visit to London for the express purpose of continuing 
his inquiry. A fter a  searching investigation he has 
expressed himself as thoroughly convinced of the reality 
of spiritual phenomena. H is experience both in psycho
logy and materialisation, especially the latter, was cer
tainly most marvellous, one form which appeared having 
been indubitably recognised by him as tha t of a deceased 
friend.

*  *  *

Apropos of materialisation, a  sensation is likely to  be 
caused in  society and the artistic world by tho next pic
ture from M. Tissot’s pencil. I  am violating no confi
dence by stating th a t I  have seen a  sketch which M. 
Tissot intends to  issue as a  mezzotint The subject is a 
materialisation as seen and drawn by the artist on the 
spot, and i t  needs no assertion of mine to  show that a 
picture like th is from the hand of a  master is likely to 
prove one of the pictures of the year.— L igh t

Specimen copies have reached us of "T ho  Watch
man," a  Spiritualistic paper, published in Chicago, U.S.A., 
and edited by Mrs. H attie A. Berry. A portion of it is 
devoted to answers to  questions on various subjects sent 
m by correspondents, and answered by spirits through 
tho mediumship of the editress. Wo notice also articles 
©u Anti-vaccination and Women’s Rights. The journal 
“  a monthly, of eight pages, and is now in its  fifth year 
of usuo.

J- J .  M o r s e ,  since he re-entered tho spiritualistic 
lecture field a . few months since, has been meeting with 
considerable success in  the provinces. Tho Rochdale 

f ’Pf* April 4th, contains the following notice of one 
of h i s  addresses:— " S p i r i t u a l i s m . — O i i  Monday evening, 
y J- J . Morse of London, delivered a  lecture in the 
**yceum, Bail lie street, to  a  large audience, on “  Spirit- 
uaiism—its science, philosophy, and religion.” Air- Potcr

presided. Want of space prevents us doing jastioe 
to  the discourse, which was throughout elaborate and 
well-defined, the arguments being dear, and the language 
appropriate. Questions were allowed at the close, and 
several were put by the Her. T  Carter, and Messrs. T. 
Fitton, Hugh Ashworth, and others, and they were 
answered courteously and intelligently. On the motion 
of Mr. Alderman Simpson, seconded by the Rev. T  
Carter, a  vote of thanks was tendered to the chairman 
for his conduct in tho chair, the former remarking tha t he 
had listened to  tho lecture with very great pleasure, 
expressing tho hope that Mr. Lee would bring Mr. Mono 
to Rochdalo again ere tha t gentleman proceeds abroad on 
a  six years lecturing tour.”

The lecturing tour referred to comprehends both 
America and Australia, though i t  will probably be some 
two or three years before he reaches these short*.

N EW  FEATURES AT MR. EGLINTON'S 
8EANCES.

A n o t h e r  séance, held a  few days since by a  friend, and 
myself, again with Mr. Eglinton, was so interesting from 
the many different phenomena developed, tha t I send it 
you for a  place in your valuable journal.

My friend had never before attended a slate-writing 
séance with Mr. Eglinton, though she is an experienced 
Spiritualist. Tho heavy weather, we feared, would bo 
unfavourable for the sitting. However, the power appeared 
to be strong. Tho medium was rapidly controlled. We 
wrote questions on the slates (carefully concealing them 
from the medium) as to  the spirits who who were present, 
and the names of several deceased friends were given in 
reply ; also somo remarks, in which the words “  two 
weeks ” were mentioned in answer to a  question. The 
number being illegible, the figure 2 was substituted. I 
then privately wrote a  request to have some information 
from a  spirit present concerning a  departed mutual 
relation, whose life had been an eventful ono. Mr.

S inton held tho slates at first under the.flap of tho 
o, but writing being delayed, hq raised them over my 

head, when the pencil commenced moving rapidly. The 
slates were thon placed on my shoulder, the writing 
continuing, and tho medium supporting the slates with 
one hand. Pauses, and a difference in the movements of 
the pencil, showed that two controls were at wçrk. On 
the signal being given, we found writing in a rather largo 
hand, commencing on one side of the slate, carried in 
several lines round and round it, leaving a  small apace in 
the centre. Tho largo * writing informed us tha t the 
heavy atmosphere caused difficulties in communication, 
and also made it  difficult for the “  guides ’’ to bring our 
friends to us in proper sequence. The small space in tho 
centre was filled with a  communication from my sister, 
and signed with her name. She left, earth-life many 
years ago as a  child of seven years old. This writing was 
small and delicate, j  My previous question had remained 
unanswered until *now. Mr. Eglinton became much 
agitated, being apparently painfully controlled, and a 
reply was written identifying the spirit referred to in my 
inquiry. The medium now said a  vision was coming 
upon him. Closing his eyes he slowly described a  scene 
in the early life of tho lady in question, which was at 
once recognised os true by my friend and myself. Still 
holding my hand, Mr. Eglinton became mont and more 
agitated, a t  the same time describing the unhappy stato 
of the lady in somo part of her earth life. Ho begged mo 
not to concentrate my thoughts on her too much, os ho 
felt efforts were being mado to  entrance him, which ho 
resisted. Ho roso from his seat and paced the rttorti in 
great apparent suffering and agitation. His left arm 
began moving convulsively, and suddenly he sal down, 
begging I would hold fast his right hand saying, "  l-ook ! 
look ! The lady is  trying to show you her name on tho 
back of my hand !” HU left hand was now clenched on 
the table. We could see nothing a t  first on the back of 
this hand, but presently faint red lines began to appear, 
rising, as it were, under the skin, growing darker by 
degrees, until the, to  me, well-known name of the lady— 
not a  very common one-appeared distinctly complete. 
A fter remaining for a few seconds for our inspection.
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the letters faded away. Tho medium being now 
rolioved from this control, held tho slates again under 
tho table-flap for writhig, his right hand still holding my 
loft. I  was now patted soverul times on knees and 
wrist by invisible fingers, Mr. Eglinton laughing ex
claiming that ho was also patted. My companion now 
changed places with me, on which the medium, turning to 
hor, described a  gentleman who wished tecommunicato, and 
gavo her a  verbal menage from this spirit, a  deceased 
relation, on a  subject which hail greatly occupied her mind. 
A fter this the “ patting” recommenced on our wrists 
and arms. My friend’s handkerchief was taken 
several times from her lap, and a t  length appeared 
on tho opposite side of tho room. Materialised hands 
now mode their appearanco from under tho edge of tho 
table. They were of different forms. One appeared 
close to mo, sitting as I was far from Mr. Eglinton. Ho 
and my friend described it  as a  “ long-fingered ” one, and 
was told by tho medium it  was tha t of my son. This 
was immediately confirmed by strong raps on the floor 
in a  different part of tho room, which continued for some 
time, and by which I held a  conversation on somo 
family matters. Mr. Eglinton’s left hand «luring these 
occurrences continued to  hold tho slates, while his right 
hand was grasped by my companion. The phenomena 
throughout this seanco were rapidly produced, with 
great power, but it is difficult to describe tho con
tinuous occurrence of characteristic communications on 
family and private matters, which could not but convince 
us of tho identity of our spirit friends. The séance was 
held in full light throughout.

Juno 1st, 1885 [J . C., in  light.]

TH E SOUTH AUSTRALIAN T IM E S  AND 
SPIRITUALISM .

W e transferred to the columns of our Inst issue an article 
from tho pen of the editor of tho S. A. Times, in which 
ho courageously defends his action in opening his columns 
to the consideration and discussion of this subject, there
by affording a  salutary lesson in fair play, which many of 
his follow editors ought to profit by. A voluminous 
correspondence has since taken place, in order to give 
room for which, without encroaching upon other depart
ments of his poper, the « lite r printed an extra sheet with 
tho 18th July issue, which contained a  republication (in 
accordance with the request of many rentiers in and out 
of tho colony) of the articlo above referred to, and a 
large number of letters, occupying some nine columns. 
The correspondence which has now extended over a  good 
many weeks has been contributed toon behalf of Spiritu
alism by Mr. 0. Reimcrs, Mr. T. Glaistcr, Mr. C. Pcrrott, 
Mr. J .  Blunt, and participated in by Mr. H. J . Browne, 
Dr. Rohner, and Mr. A. J .  Smart, in this3>lony, and 
by a  number of anonymous writers, urging various as
pects of the matter, one of whom suggests the forma
tion of a  reading club to enable menfters to  study the 
subject from the best works. Tho argument against has 
been maintained chiefly by Mr. W rI f . Hardy and Mr.
R. B. Banyer, from the theological and materialistic 
standpoints respectively. Most of the old-fashion«!
objections against Spiritualism liavo been resurrected_
that it  is superstition, fraud, and deception, unnatural, 
impossible, against the will of God, and the teachings of 
tho Bible, against science, etc., etc.

Sir. Banyer’s position is a  little different from that 
of others, as he appears disposed to  admit the reality of 
the phenomena, or much of them, but struggles hard to 
explain them “  without tho spirit*.” To do this with any 
show of plausibility, however, he is compelled to call in 
the aid of Clairvoyance, which, considering how nearly 
alliwl it is to Spiritualism, is rather singular for a 
Materialist. Mr. Smart furnishes him with an instanco 
of “ Crystal Scership,” tho full particulars concerning 
which were contributed by Mr. Thomas Lang to our 
issue of April, 1881, and in connection with which facts 
were communicated tha t were unknown to those present, 
including the medium, concerning a  person deceased, that 
were only verified after some weeks’ inquiry, but Mr. 
Banyer has not yet succeeded in shewing how his theories

cover the whole of th a t ground. The correspondence 
has been of an energetic character, not always froo from 

rsonalities, but temperate on the whole, although Mr. 
ardy complains of tho “  drubbing down stylo " of Mr! 

Reimcrs. The religious aspect of Spiritualism was 
treated of in  most of tho letters, and tho subject of 
Mesmerism also received considerable attention. The 
correspondence, which is still proceeding, has been the 
means of placing before tho readers of the Times a very 
full representation of tho facts and philosophy fam ilii 
to our readers, and—like all healthy activity and friction 
of mind against mind—(when not accompanied with too 
much heat) will do good. Along with it has boon printed 
somo excellent additional matter, such as tho Itecog- 
nition of Spiritualism by tho Church of England, “  Now 
Truth and Old Prejudices,” tho “A ttitude of Scientific 
Mon,” also the rules for investigation of tho phenomena.

VALUABLE TRUTHS.
“ If  you arc suffering from poor health 

or languishing on a bol of »¡ckn<*s, take 
cheer, for

Hop B itte rs  will cure you.
“ If  you arc simply ailing; if you feel 

weak ami dispirited, without clearly 
knowing why,

Hop B itters will Revive you.
“ If you arc a Minister, and have over

taxed yourself with your pastoral duties ; 
or a  Mother worn out with care and

Hop B itte rs  will R estore you.
“ If you arc a man of business, or 

labourer weakened by the strain of your 
cvcry-day duties, or a man of luttcis, 
toiling over your midnight work,

Hop B itte rs  will S trengthen you.
“ If you arc suffering from over-eating 

o r drinking, any indiscretion or dissi
pation, or young and growing too fast, 
as is often the case,

H op B itters will Relieve you.
“ If you arc in the workshop, on the 

farm, at the desk, anywhere, and feel that 
your system needs cleansing, toning, or 
stimulating, without intoxicating.

Hop B itte rs  is w hat you need.
“ If  you are old.and your blood thin 

and impure, pulse feeble, your nerves 
uustcady, and your faculties waning,

Hop B itte rs  will give you new L ife and  Vigour.
“n o r BITTERS >9 mi olcgnM, healthy

ami refreshing llnrouring for sickroom 
drinks, impure water, etc., rendering them 
harmless, and sweetening the mouth and 
cleansing the stomach.”

Cleanse, Purify  and  E nrich  th e  ¡Blood with
HOP BITTERS,

Ami you trill have' no sichne», or suffering, or doctor', 
h ill, to pay.

HOP BITTERS
1» an Elegant, Pleasant, ami Refreshing Flavouring for 

sick room driuks and impure water,{rendering 
them harmless» sweetening the mouth 

and cleansing the stomach.

A  CLERGYM AN’S W IDOW , a  Spiritualist, wishes 
to  receive two little Girls to educate with het own 
Children. Terms Moderate. Address “  M. N ., ”  Mr*. 
Evans, Ballarat Registry Office, South Yarra.
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Melbourne Sp iritua lis tic  Platform,
BIJOU THEATRE, BOUREE ST.

S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S
WILL DE COMMENCED A8 ABOVE

ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 1885,
BY THE CELEBRATED INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER,

MRS. A D D I E  L. BALLOU.
SUBJECT, F IR ST N IG H T :

«PROOFS OF IM M ORTALITY.”
DOORS OPEN AT 6 30- COMMENCE 7 p m.

Notice.—I n reference to tho above, the expences of 
conducting tho Services are considerable, and as no 
charge can be made a t  the doors, it  is hoped tha t those 
occupying free seats will contribute freely. The Dress 
Circle will be strictly reserved for subscribers. Monthly 
Sittings in i t  may bo engaged a t  \V. H. T erry’s, 84, 
Russell-street,

W. H. TERRY’S
S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  C A T A LO G U E ,
Containing a  number of Books and Pamphlets omitted 

in the classified lis ts ; also. NEW BOOKS since added 
to stock- '

August, 1885.

N.B.—Those marked with an asterisk ( • )  arc remainders which 
when sold out will not be replaced.

• Achilles’ Wrath ; a composite translation of the first book of
Homer’s Iliad. By P. R. Johnson, M.D. Is.

Achsa W. Sprague and Mary Clarke’s Experiences in the 
First Ten Spheres of Spirit-life ; Medium Athaldiue Smith.

Is.
• Alpha, The; a revelation but no mystery. By Edward N.

Dennys. 4b.
Alice Vale: a  Story for tho times. By Lois Waisbrookcr.

5s. 6d.
• Animals and their Masters ; by the author of “ Friends in

Council." 2s. 6d.
• Allegories of Life ; by Mrs. J . S. Adams. 5s. 6d.
Aspirations from the Inuer, the Spiritual Life. By Henry M'Cor-

mac, M.D. 2s.
• Arcana Cmlestia, Swedenborg, 18 vols. (secondhand) per vol. 3s.
Anthropology, by Chas. Brad laugh. 6d.
Animal Magnetism or Mesmerism, and ita Phenomena; by the

late William Gregory, M.D., F.R.8.E., together with an 
introduction by "  M.A. Oxon.)” In  6 parts. Part I. 8d.

„ II. 8d.
„ III . 8d.

In one—Parts IV., V., VI. 2s.
Amphilogia, or Correspondence on the teachings of Jesus Christ

between the Right ltcv. the Lord Bishop of Llandaff and 
.  Kvan Powell Meredith, F.A.S.L. Is. 3d.
A.B.C. of Life. By A. B. Child, M.D. l£  3d.
‘ Ann Lee, the Founder of the Shakers. A biography by F. W.

Evans. Is. 6d.
Atheistic Platform, The ; Twelve Lectures by Bradlaugh, Bcsant, 

and others. 1®- 3d.
• American Journal of Medical Science, Vol. XXIII. 2*.
Ancient World, The. By J. A. G. Barton. f8-
Address, An, to the Socialists, on the present position of the

Rational System of Society, being the substance of two 
lectures by Robert Owen. ;;<‘-

Age wc live in, The. By a Septuagenarian. . *>•
Animal Magnetism, A practical mauual o f ; containing an 

exposition of the methods employed in producing the Mag
netic Phenomena, with its application to the Treatment, and 
Cure of Disease. By Alphonse Teste, M.D. Out of Print, 6s. 

Address to the American People, An ; by the Provincial National 
Association for the Complete Secularisation of the State. 6d. 

Bachelors, A, Talks about Married Life, and Things Adjacent.
. .■ ■ » Wb . Alkm»n, D.D.
wiicfa about the Bible, by M. J . Savage. „ . „  “ •
“Orgesa—Underwood Debate, The ; between Prof. 0 . A. Burge«, 

Resident N.W. Christian University, Indianopohs, and B. 
n;., ‘ Underwood, Boston. Mas«. , ,  •
Bible Folk-lore, a study in Comparative Mythology ; by the 

author of Rabbi Jeshua. n .
Bouquet, The, of Spiritual Flowers, received chiefly through the 

mcdiumship of Mrs. J . S. Adams. By A. B. "Child, M.D. 
(secondhand) 3s- 64

Baptism The, of Fire. An autobiographical sketch. By Lucifer.

Battle, The, for Bread ; by The Hermit of the Hills. 9d.
Berkely HaU Lectures. Discourses delivered through the Medial 

Instrumentality of W. J. Colville. 3d.
Book°f Enoch the Prophet, The : translated from an Ethiopic 

M.3. m the Bodleian Library by the late Richard Lawreoce, 
LL.D. jot. 6d.

Barke on the Sublime. A Philosophical Enquiry into the origin 
of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful. 3a 6d.

Bringing it to Book ; Facta of Slate-writing, through Mr. W. 
Eglinton, edited by H. Cholmondely Pennell, being letters 
written by the Hon. Roden Noel. Charles Carleton MaMayj 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Oeo. Wyjd, K.J., M.D., the Hon. 
Percy Wyndham, M.P., and the Editor. 6d.

Battle of Science, The. A lecture delivered by B. S. Naylor 2d. 
Curative, The, Value of Fasting, with the conditions And limita- 
• tions of safe prac-ice. By Dr. Alex. Munro. 8d.

Christian, The, Teacher’s Vocation. Two sermons by John Page 
Hoppe. 3d.

Christianity and Capitalism. An article by Edward Aveling, 
D. Sc.—A Reply by Rev. C. L. Mason—A Note by Rev. S. D. 
Headlam—And a Rejoinder by Edward Aveling, D. Sc. 4d. 

Candid Investigator, The ; an amusing Satire upon Investigators 
that insist upon applying their Fraud Proofs to Mediums and 
finally repudiate their own testa. 6d.

• Cause. The, of Woman ; translated from the Italian of Luisa
To-8ko, by Ben W. Blmy. 8d.

Children's Ailments, how to Distinguish and how to Treat them.
By W. Booth, L.R.C.P., Ed. Ac. Is.

Christ and the People. By A. B. Child, M.D. 6s.
• Confessions of a Medium. 4s.
• Celtic Druids, The; or an attempt to show that the Druids

were tho priests of Oriental Colonies who emigrated from 
India, and were the introducers of the first or Crimean 
system of letters, and the.builders of Stonehenge., of Carnac, 
and of other Cyclopean works, in Asia and Europe. By 
Godfrey Higgins, E«q. Illustrate«!. £4

Christianity in the Nineteenth- Century. By Etienne Chastel
2 s.*

Cullen Bryant’s Orations. 4a
Cabinet Cyclopariia; Natural Philosophy, Astronomy. By Dr. 

J . F. W* Herschel, M.A. 4a
• Chess Problems. A collection of the most beautifal, illustrated.

Composed by "  J.B." of Bridport. 6a
Creative and Sexual Science, including Manhood, Womanhood, 

and their Mutual Interrelations, Love, its Laws, Power, Ac. 
Prof. O. S. Fowler. 24a

Catholicity, Spiritual and Intellectual. By Thoa Wilson, M.A.

• Caravan Route, The, between Egypt and Syria Translated
from the German. Illustrated.* 5a

Christian, A, View of the Bradlaugh case. 3d.
Coming Revolution, The. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus Professor 

M.R.A.S. r 2d.
Culture, The, of our Divine Individuality. By Warren Sumner 

Barlow. 3d.
Christianity a  form of the Great Solar Myth. From the French 

of Dupuia .  „  J8-
• Class Despotism, or The British Copperhead* la
• Central Truths. By Charlea Stanford. 4* Gd.
• Cleanse Thou mo from Secret Sins. A few plain words b y  a

Mother to Parents, Teachera and Children..................  Id.
Chapter on Noses. Profusely illustrated. Edited by Alfred ̂ T.

Chapter’oti the Mouth «nd Lips. Edited by Alfred T. Story. 8d. 
Chapter on the Eye. aud Kyooto»4 By »Hied r .  Story. 8d. . 
Clothes Question, The, considered in its Relation to Biauty, Com

fort, and Health. By Mr* Mary G. Nicholla la  3d.
Catechism of Phrenology, A. Illustrati^ of the Principles of 

that Science by means of short conversational questions 
and answers. By a Member of the Phrenological 8oelgf

Coun?BnmSrd. how he banished beggary from Bavaria. T.̂ L."

AccoS'of'an*Invention for the Home-treatment of Constipation, 
P ile, Fistula, and many of the Disease* of tho Generative 
Organa of both Sexes. T. L. Nicholla, M l). -d.

Christian Creed. The ; or, What it is Blasphemy to deny. By 
Annie Bcsant. Part 2. - *  ’

Conflict between Darwimamsm and Spiritualism. By J. n .

C , u J ' i n S u 1 h « S = T . h , e t» Dcdicud to C*n- 

C b a H e n S 'B c tu lii ’h. Spirillto «•»<•» Di.bo1i«ui, Judgment

- « » w* — s
¡ho“  Spaiioniof tho soul »Her its.•op.ruion Iron, tho body tne occ i m_.lV vears’ expenenoe by means of eight 
M r t ¡ U E L T  By iTA lph. Cuhuguot. O trtof

• Christ's First »nd Second AppuolDfc The toMimony ol, com -
Uh ,.*í Princioles and Practice of the Cnurch of

ChrSt. 'Publihed by the United Society of Shaker* ■>. 
Christ. 1 of the United Slate* I he, from personal

COmTWtw!d observation. By Charles NordhoR. With iUustre. 
trations.
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WELCOME N EW S FO E  T H E  AFFLICTED.
WHY V ile r  P ain  w hen N ature '*  Law« c a n  B c llc re  an d j C u re i 
M arvellou* Curca b y  th e  L ay ing  o n  o f Hand*. C hronic  and  o th e r  
Ducniin C u r d  b y  M agnetic H ealing ,«uch  a* baffle th e  sk ill  oC th e  
M edical P ro fo a io n ; a lso  D iagnosu o f Diseases g tven  b y  a n  
B ffldcn t C lairvoyant. Term* M oderate. Hour* o f A ttendance, 
fro m  10 a m .  to  r, ,,.m . J .  H A R R IS, Ma g n e t ic  H e a l e r , G ordon 
H ouse, 103 W ellington S tree t, W indsor. O ne M inute  from  W incUor 
Busc* ; T h ree M inute« from  T ra ins .

JU S T  RECEIVED,
G Y M N A S T I C  A P P A R A T U S ,

Suitable for tlio School room, study, o r Drawing-room.
Rings per pair 2/- Wood Dumb Bolls 3/6 Wands 1/- 

AIso, n book containing the system (illustrated with 81 
figures) by Alfred T. Story, 1/3, or complete set with

NOTE.—As theao oxcrcisc* can  lie  d o n e  to  m usic th e y  a rc  a* 
p leasing  an d  m ore hea lth fu l m  a n  exercbo  th a n  danc ing . They 
a rc  a lik e  su itab le  fo r young  am i o ld . T he youngest ch ild ren  can  
be p u t th rough th e  s im p ler exercises. -y

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUS.SELL STREET.

‘•SH A K ER " By I  AND EA R  BALSAM : A  very 
useful Application for Inflammation or Sores in either 
of tlio above organs. 2/6 Box. Post free. 

BRONCHITIS D ROPS: Prepared by K eith and Co., 
Now York. Both Palliative mid Curative in all 
Bronchial Aflectious. 2/6 Bottle. Post free.

DR. BEACH’S ANTI BILIOUS P IL L S : A safe and 
gentle Stimulant to both Liver and Bowels. 1/6. 
Post free.

COUGH BALSAM: Prepared by W. H . T erry. Very 
useful in Cold Congested Conditions of the Chest and 
Lungs. 2/ Bottle. Post free.

COMPOSITION POW DER: a  useful Family Stimu
lant adapted for Colds, Cramps, Colic, and Internal 
Pains. 4 oz, Packets, 1/9; 8 oz. Tins, 3/

W . II. TERRY,
B o t a n ic  a n d  P h a r m a c e u t ic a l  C h e m is t , 8 1  R u s s e l l  

S t r e e t , M e l b o u r n e .

• ' M esm erism  is  th e  K eystone  o f a l l  th e  O ccu lt Sciences." 
C o m p l e t e  in  S ix  P a r t s

A N IM A L  M A G N ET ISM ,
BY T1IE LATE WM. GREGORY, M.D., F.R.S.E.

Prtfcuor o f ChamHry, Edinburgh University. 
Dedicated by permission to ll is  Grace the Duko.of Argyll. 

With an Introduction by “ M,A. (Oxon).”
Price, 41- th e  set.

One of the best Standard Works on the Subject, and 
a  thoroughly Practical Guido to  tlio Scionco.
W . H, TERRY, 8 f  RUSSELL ST., MELBOURNE. 

A  Special Library Udition 2s. fid. Part. 12s. tlnr sot.

JU S T  PUBLISHED,
T H E  L Y C E U M  L E A D E R .

TUIRD AND REVISED EDITION.
Containing Hygcinic, Moral, and Religious Instruction 
Gems of Thought from tho Philosophers, Poets, and 
Reformers of tho Past and Present, adapted for Pro-res- 
sivo Lyceums and Homo Use. 101 pages. Paper. 2/— 
Also, a  Sixtecn-pagc Supplement, with 31 Illustrations 
of Calisthenics, Banners, 4 c ,  with Directions for tlio 
various Excercises, Programme for a  Lyceum, Supplu- 
mentory Recitations, complete Index, ic .—Price 1/.
“  Leader,” cloth edition, with Supplement included, 3/0.

M O D E R N  T H O U G H T .
ED ITED  BY GEORGE WALTERS.

Occasional Contributors—Judge Williams; Mr. Hayter 
.. C.M.G.; Mr. H. G. Turner; Mr. James Smith, etc ' 

Monthly, 3d. By Post, 3/6 per Yoar.

NOW  READY.

W . H. T E R R Y ’S
UNIQUE CATALOGUE OF BOOKS

ON

Spiritualism, Occultism, M esmerism, Psychology, 
Clairvoyance, Psychopathy, Psychometry, Physio
logy, M oral Philosophy, Phrenology, M ental and
Social Science, Chromopathy,Hydropathy, Botanic

Medicine, &c., &c.
87 Pages, sent Post Free, on Application.

JU S T  PU BLISH ED .

The Question Settled, o r Religion 
v. Superstition ;

Being a  brief Examination of tho Basis upon which the 
Populur Faith of the Churches rests.

BY GNOSTEES.

G e o r g e  R o b e r t s o n  Co., and all Liberal Booksellers. 
Price 1 / ;  by Post, 1/1.

Copies can bo obtained a t  the Oflico of this Paper.

M E D I C A L  C L A I R V O Y A N C E
DIAGNOSIS AND ADVICE. 

G IV EN  IN  TRA N CE BY M R, GEO. SPRIGGS,
i  Drunswick-it. South (o ff  Albert.,!.), E . Melbourne.

(W ithin one minute's walk of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and 
of Simpson’s-rond and Brunswick-street Omnibuses.)

Hours : 10 to  4 ; Saturdays, 10 to 2 ; Thursday Evenings, 
. 6 to  9. Also by Appointment.

Persons a t  a  distance send Lock of Hair.—Fee, 10s.
I H e r b a l  R e m e d ie s .

S O U L  R E A D I N G ,
Or Psychological Delineation of Character.

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE, CentreStreet, White Water 
Walworth Co., W’is., U .S.A., would respectfully announco 
to  the public of Australia tha t those wiio will send their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past 
nnd future life; physical disease, w ith prescription 
therefor ; what business they are best adapted to pursue 
in order to  lie successful ; the physical and mental adap
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to tho 
inharmonious!)’ married.

Applications, with fco 10s. 6d., to lie forwarded to 
John Frauenfelder, Wilson Street, Albury ; o r R. H. 
Cauntor, Phiilipstrcet, Newtown, Sydney, N.S.W.

JU S T  RECEIVED.

Mental Magic, n Rationale of Thought-Reading, and 
its attendant Phenomena, and thoir application to  the 
Discovery of Now Medicines, Obscure Diseases, Correct 
Delineations of Character, Lost Persons and Property. 
Mines and Springs, and nil Hidden nnd Secret Tilings: 

Bv Tnos. W ilton, F.S.A.
P r i c e  5 /6 .

w . H . T E R R Y , 81 RU SSELL STREET.
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MESDAMES MEARES &  BURNSIDE'S
VRESCH AND ENOLISH iULLISERY AHD DEESS- 

MAKISO ESTABLISHMENT,
155 L YG O N  ST R E E T , CARLTON,

Four doors from  G rattan-street.
The above beg to  n o t i f y  to their Patrons a n d  the Public 
generallv, tha t they are prepared to  supply first-class 
M illinery, Feathers, French flowers, Ribbons, Laces, 
Fancy Goods, Arc., a t  lowest possible prices.

Special attention invited to Dressmaking Department 
Indies’ own Dress Materials made up. Latest Styles, 
f i t  guaranteed. Largo assortment of Trimmings on hand.

f i g .—W edding and M ourning Orders promptly 
attended to.

THE L A T E  W IL L IA M  D EN TON ’S

M e l b o u r n e  L e c t u r e s .
The Philosophy of Death, The New Religion, The 
Science of Religion, Prophecies of the Bible, and God in 
the Light of Science and Common Sense. In  five num
bers of the Harbinger o f Light, sent post free to any 

address on recoipt of 2/6

T H E  PL A N C H E T T E .
A useful Instrument to  Aid in Procuring Automatic 
Writing by the Blending of the Magnetism of two 
Persons where one has not the full Mediumistic power. 

Price 2 / and 2/6. By Post, 6d. extra.
W. H. T erry, 84 R ussell Street. M elbourne. '

A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK.

T H E R A P E U T IC  SARCOGNOMY:
A Scientific Exposition of the Mysterious Union of Soul, 
Brain, and Body; and a  New System of Therapeutic 
Practice without Medicine, by the  Vital Nervaura, Elec
tricity, and external applications, giving the only Scien
tific basis for Therapeutic Magnetism and Electro-Thera
peutics ;
BY JOSEPH RODES BUCHANAN, M.D.,
Professor of Physiology and Institutes of Medicine in 
four different Colleges, Discoverer of Psychomctry, etc.

269 large 8vo. pages, with Physiological Chart, 11/3. 
Also, by the same author, M oral E ducation, I ts  Laws 

and Methods. 7/6
W. I I . TE R R Y , 84 RUSSELL STREET.

a ;c h e a p  a n d  u s e f u l  b o o k  o n

S P IR IT U A L ISM .

Communications from A nother W o r l d : being a 
Reprint of the la te  Epos Sargent’s celebrated work, 
“ Planchette.” 116 pages. One Shilling. Post, 2d.

W . H . T erry, 84  R ussell Street.

V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N
OF

SPIRITUALISTS.
OBJECTS: T he  Investigation and  Advancement 

of Spiritual T ru th s  and Purposes.

Subscription, with Uso of Library, 5/ por Quarter.

L ib rary  a n d  Re a d i n g  R oom
84 RUSSELL STREET,

jibero Filer of all tho leading Spiritualistic Journals 
may be seen.

I N V E S T I G A T I N G  CI RCLE.  
MRS. REYNOLDS,

Lata of 239 Bonrke-street, Removed to  7 Pembroke 
Terrace, comer of Regent and Vaughan Street«, Victoria 
Parade, Fitsroy, holds Investigating Circle for Friends 
and Earnest Enquirers every Thursday and Sunday 
Evenings, a t  7.30 p.m.

The Mind Cure & Science of Life.
A  NEW  MONTHLY JO U RN AL intended to  instruct 
tho public in the Application of the Soul Forces to tho 
Cure of Disease, Physical and Mental. I t  contains 
forty columns of first-class matter by the highest living 
authorities.

Subscription, Melbourne, 7/ per Annum ; Posted, 8/.

Every Subscriber during tho current year may select 
any Book from my Catalogue of tho value of 2/, which 
will be forwarded, Post-free, on receipt of his Subscrip
tion for tho Journal. Supplies will reach here about the 
end of September.

W . II. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

JU S T  PUBLISHED.

RELIGION WITHOUT SUPERSTITION,
BY

HARTLEY WILLIAMS,
( J u d g e  o f  t h e  s u f k e m e  c o u r t , Me l b o u r n e ).

Fourth Edition,with fifty pages of extra matter, including 
a  Reply to the Criticisms and Strictures of Dr. Moor -
house. ------

Prico 1 /; by Post, 1/2.

NEW  BOOKS AND NEW  SUPPLIES
J ust R eceived E x “ H ercules ” and " A ustral.” 

R A R E BOOKS.
T he H istory o f  P hilosophy, in eight parts. By 

Thomas Stanley. A large octavo volume containing tho 
lives of tho old philosophers, together with their teach
ings, with steel-plate engravings of the most prominent 
of them. This »took, though published in  1656, is in ex
cellent preservation. Price £2.

T h e  C eltic Druids, or an attempt to shew that tho 
Druids were the priests of oriental colonies who emigrated 
from India, and were the introducers of the first, or 
Cadmean system of letters, and the builders of Stonehenge, 
of Carnac, and of other Cyclop^n works in Asia and 
Europe. By Godfrey Higgins. Finely illustrated. £4.

■ W, H. TERRY.

N EW  BOOKS A N D  NEW  SUPPLIES.

Ascha W . Spraguo and Mary Clarke's Experiences in 
Spirit Life. 1/ .

Animal Magnetism and Artificial Somnambulism: A 
Complete and Practical Treatise, and its Application 
to  Medical Purposes; Countess St. Dominique. 7/6 

Animals and their Masters; by the Author of Friends in 
Council. 2/6 . . . .  , , ,

Aspirations from the Inner — the Spiritual—Life; by 
Henry McCormac, M.D. 2/

,\„mhiloma or Correspondence on the 1 cachings of
jtu s^ C h ris t, B isho ro f L'»'“ '»"-. “ '"I Powe"  

A'BachcioV’f.'T a lk  o l iu t  Married Lifo and Things 
Adjacent; Wm.Aikman D D  2/6 

Reliefs nlmut tho Bible ; Minot .1. Savage. 6/
Bertha: A Romance of Eastertide; W. J .  Colville 1/ 
Bible-folk Lore: A Study in  Comparative Mythology;

by the author of Rabbi Joshua. I I/O 
Berkeley Hall Lectun* ; Colville. 3d.
Confessions of a  Medium. 4/

W . H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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American Photographers and Artists,
8 4  E L I Z A B E T H  S T . .  M E L B O U R N E .

Country Agents for the 11 Harbinger:”—
Castlemaine—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square. 
Sandhurst—Mr. A. J . Smith, Jun., PaU Mall.
Sydney^—Messrs. Turner A Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

J. Dunne, George-st.,und at Sunday Meetings 
Mr. Brown, Paramatta-road, Petersham. 

Adelaide—George Robertson. - W. 0. Rigby, King 
William Street.

Bainawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N. W. Coast) W. B. A Oswin Button, Leven. 
Dunedin (N.Z)—J . Braithwaite, Arcade.
Invercargill (N.Z.)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st. 
Brisbane—S. Smith 1: Co., 90 Queen-street. 
Launceston—Hudson A Hopwood.
Rockhampton—W. Muiiro.
Auckland—A. Campbell.
Ipswich, Queensland—W, Tatham.

Agents wanted for all parts of  the Colony.______

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
THE OLDEST AM ERICAN SPIRITUALISTIC 

PA P E R : Containing 40 Columns of Highly Interesting 
Matter connected with Spiritualism and Advanced 
Thought. Published Weekly.

Subscription, 22/6 per Annum.

THE THE0S0PHI8T
A 'MONTHLY JO U R N A L devoted to Oriental Philo

sophy, Art, Literature, and Occultism, embracing 
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences; 
Subscription, 20/- per annum.

“L I G H T . ’
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of Humanity, 

both Here and Hereafter. Published in London, 
weekly, 4d per copy., 13/ per Annum. Postage extra.

P H O T O - A. R T.

B A  TCHELDER AND CO.,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T  I S T  o ,

(E stablished 1854).
E xecu te  commissions in  nil styles o f P o rtra itu re—Pla in ,co lou red , o r  M ezzotint—on M oderate Term s. Specim ens a t  address, 

4 1  C O L L I - i r S  S T R E E T  E A . S T .

T E X T  B O O K  O F  M E S M E R I S M .

Now R eady, the Second Edition of this P hilosophical 
Oouese of L ectures on the Therapeutic and ^Pheno
menal A pplication of M esmerism.

Sent Free per Post by Williams A Lambert, 36 Bridge 
Road, Richmond, 2/9 ; or a t Mr. Terry’s, 2/6.—Instruc
tion given by the Author.

A d d r e s s D r. W illiams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt 
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

SPIRITUALISTIC A FREETHOUGHT P A P E R S ..
T he Medium, London (W eekly). 12/6 p e r annum .
T he B anner of L igh t, th e  oldest A m erican S p iritu a lis tic  and 

F reethough t paper, published w eekly. Subscription,22/6 p e r ann. 
The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a  first-class A m erican W eekly 

published a t  Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 p e r annum . 
Shaker M anifesto, m onthly,' 6d., 5s. per annum .
T he  "  TlieosophiBt," a  m on th ly  jou rna l devoted to  O rien ta l P hilo

sophy, Occultism, Spiritualism , Ac. Published  a t  M adras, 20/- 
p e r annum .

T he  V accination  Inqu irer, 2s, p e r annum .
Freethough t Review, W anganui, (M onthly), 6/6 per annum.
11 F ac ts ,"  a  M onthly Jou rna l o f w ell-attested  S p iritu a lis tic  P;

m cna. 7/6 per annum .
P latonist, an  E xponen t of th e  P la ton ic  Philosophy.
Copies o f a ll th e  above availab le  fo r subscription.

P O S T A G E  E X T R A .

W. II . Terry, 84 R ussell Street.

W. H. TERRY,
Pharmaceutical and Eclectic Chemist; 

IM PORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
IN D IA N  BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. K eith  A Go., of New Y ork;

Agent for Messrs Cheney A M yrick, of Boston. U .S. 
A n incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award a t the Melb. International Exhibition. 
medicines sent by post to all parts.

Pheno-

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BY W. D. C. DENOVAN.

700 largo 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations 
_ 10b- per COPY.

Postage—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is. 
W . H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

R O B E R T  K I N G  S T O  N,
( f r o m

SA N G STER8,

L O N D O N ),

M A K E R  BY

APPO IN TM EN T

RMAJESTY

H S J o . ' l l O  iR O -Y -A L lI l,  A -ID IE
108 LYGON STREET, CARLTON-

(No co n n ectio n  w ith  an y  o th er).
U m brellas ' an d  Parasols re-covered w ith  S ilk ,. S a tin  Cloth, 
___________________ Z aniila , an d  A lpaca. ______ _

T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .
T H E  V IC TO R IA N  E X P O N E N T  O F SP IR IT U A L ISM  AND 

F R E E  TH O U G H T.
Subscription, Town, 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6; 

Great Britain, 6/.
Subscriptions date from September to August; no 
deduction from Publishing Price unless paid in advance. 
The “ Harbinger ” may he obtained hound, 2 vols. in one, 

a t  12/6.—Vols; 13 and 14 Now Ready.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.
Persons desirous to investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

I f  One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book 
“ On the Rond, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will he 
added.

„.1 r iu ted  b y  j .  c. S tephens, (Lato  E. P u rto n  & Co.), a t  h is  Office, 106 Eltaab 
8 trc e t, M elbourne, for th e  P ro p rie to r, W . H . T e r n ’, an d  published  byhirn a t 

R um cU S tre e t, M olbourne.


