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I n connection with the coming Spiritualistic Festival, 
where some tangible results of phenomena, traceable to 
tho action of disembodied spirits, will be exhibited,ylt is 
not untimely to consider the value of such phenomena 
as a motor to raise men’s minds above the material plane 
on which an ever-increasing number rest, to a position 
affording a wider view and a clearer perception of man’s 
relation to the material universe.

Underlying all the phenomena of physical science is a 
law unknown to its representatives, who are but slowly 
discovering the conditions of- its action and utilising its 
forces on the material plane oblivious to the significance 
of the phenomena evolved^ Tracing these back to their 
own volition and forward to the visible effect, they omit 
both causation and influence, cognising only the physical 
line of their transition. The same law underlies all 
spiritual phenomena; but, although we are equally 
ignorant of its nature and ultimate, we can look further 

. back for the starting point and trace the effects beyond 
their strictly physical aspect.

Commencing witli one of the simplest and best-abused 
phenomena, commonly called “ Table-moving,” a pheno­
mena the witnessing of which some twenty-six years ago 
produced in our minds “ an agitation of thought ” which 
was the beginning of what spiritual wisdom we possess; 
we will select two cases amongst many local ones that 
have come under our immediate notice, where the move­
ment of this very useful but less respected article of 
furniture exercised a most remarkable influence over the 
lives and thoughts of the spectators. We refer to two 
gentlemen, both well educated and intellectual, whose 
philosophical tendencies and modes of thought had caused 
them to reject revealed religion as untenable,,and left 
them on the material plane without knowledge or expec

tation of any existence beyond the physical. These 
gentlemen separately attended some experimental table- 
moving séances, where tho movements were so clearly 
distinct from any physical causes and yet so systematic 
as to suggest the action of a guiding intelligence. Fur­
ther experiments compelled the acceptation of this 
theory, and led to an exhaustive examination, ultimating 
in a firm conviction that man was a spirit destined to 
survive tho çhange called death. The realisation of this 
fact led to a conscious elevation and widening of their 
field of thought, and they both recognise the,witnessing 
of the simple phenomena referred to as the most im­
portant epoch of their lives.

A  highor and less common phase of phenomena is 
shewn in spirit drawing and painting; but bore the 
reasoning powers have to be brought into more active 
play, the phenomena being less ponderous makes a 
lighter impression, but is no less convincing to an ana­
lytical mind. Take, for instance, one of Duguid’s paint­
ings ; the investigator will initial a blank card and tear 
from the corner of it an irregular piece, which ho places 
in his pocket. Colours are placed on the table and the 
medium removed a distance from it (often tied to a chair), 
the light is turned down by the investigator, who is often 
the only person visibly present ; in from two to three 
minutes light is called for, and on the card is a well 
executed miniature painting, with numerous details, and 
the paint wet. The initials are examined and the tom 
piece of card found to fit, making it clear that the paint­
ing has been executed in darkness, and usually within 
150 seconds. When the medium has been tied ho is 
found in the same condition as when tho light was 
turned down ; but presuming him to be untied, is there 
any human being who could, under the most favourable 
conditions, produce a like result within the same time? 
and even could such a thing be shown to be approxi­
mately possible with light and all appliances closo at 
hand, is it humanly possible with our recognised physical 
senses to produce it without the aid'of light? Thus, 
when the effect is traced back towards its cause, the only 
inference is an intelligence possessing powers, transcend­
ing those of humanity as at present conditioned, and 
this intelligence professes to be a disembodied spirit.
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N ext comos the phenomena known a* Psychography 
a  much more common and in some instances impressive 
one: the usual form of this is called “Slate-writing.” 
Messrs. Watkins, Blade, and Eglinton are the most noted 
Aedia for the production of this phenomena, and as it is 
almost invariably produced in the light, where the senses 
of sight and hearing can verify each other, its influence 
with some minds is strengthened, the reality being 
apparent to tho most limited intellect. A grain of pencil 
is placed upon tho surface of a  clean slato (often new 
ones with the nurfaco bloom perfect). A second similar 
slate is then laid over it, leaving tho pencil enclosed be­
tween the two, tho space being usually about a  quarter 
of an inch. Sometimes the hand of tho medium rests 
upon tho upper slate; sometimes this is not essential- 
In  tho trial with Watkins by the llcv. Joseph Cook, tho 
former stood somo yards away, and the latter never 
allowed the slates to pass from his hands until ho re­
moved the clamps and discovered the  writing within them. 
The logical mind finds no known natural law that can 
nccoant for tho phenomena; ho questions tho intelli­
gence behind it, and i t  writes, " I  am a  spirit." I f  ho is 
a  Progressionist this is his starting point to  now and 
important discoveries materially influencing his future. 
There are other forms of Psychography, ono known as 
precipitation, where tho writing appears to be printed as 
in photography. Wo have had such writing appear on 
previously blank paper under tho hands of ourselves and 
a  friend, which, had we not already been satisfied of tho 
fact, would havo convinced us of tho action of a  super­
mundane intelligence. The tiny  rap laughed a t  by scof­
fers, who are blind to its  significance, is not only a 
knock on tho table o r the wall, but i t  is a  knock a t  tho 
door of m ans interior perceptions, which, when on tho 
alert, call him to  open i t  and “  lot tho angel in." Tho 
rap, p tr to, is nothing, but answer and interrogate it, and 
you find an intelligence behind which says distinctly, "  I 
am a  sp irit"

Tho crowning phenomena of modem times is known 
os Materialisation—that is the temporary rehabilitation 
in matter, or tho building up of a  counterpart of a 
human being who has passed tho portals of tho tomb 
This phase is n o t common, and genuine mediums for its 
manifestation are rare ;  certain conditions are necessary 
for its evolution, which are looked upon with suspicion 
by skeptics, anti unless the forms who appear are recog­
nised as fuiiiiliar faces, absolute conviction rarely comes 
a t  tho first s itting; the phenomena is too ponderous to 
grasp a t  once. Hundreds havo witnesssed this won. 
derful phenomena in this city through tho mediumship of 
Mr. Geo. Spriggs, and large numbers havo been convinced 
of their spiritual origin. B ut wonderful as theso are, 
they arc transcended by those occurring in  tho presenco 
of Mrs. Williams, a t  New York, where the forms appear 
in the exact counterpart of the ir earthly habiliments ; 
and a t  Mr. Eglinton's, in  London, where the process of 
materialisation and dematerialisation is often witnessed 
by tho sitters. Fow could fail of being convinced by 
such phenomena as this, but fow comparatively con 
witnees it, and not all of them are prepared to utiliso it« 
lessons.

Table-moving, Psychography, automatic-writing, and 
rapping, and test mediumship are tho popular stepping- 
stones to  Spiritualistic knowledge, and the more minds 
tha t are brought in contact with these phenomena (much 
of which can be developed by a  moderate expenditure of 
time without professional assistance), the greater the 
enlightenment and Spiritualisation of the race. Pheno­
mena is valuable if  used to build upon, b u t if abused, as 
is often dono by phenomena hunters, who are for over 
getting foundations without putting any superstructure 
thereon, it  becomes by inversion a  curse instead of a 
blessing. ______________ _

IN T U IT IO N .
By 0. W. UollN KM, M.D.

I s  defiance of all tho high-wrought and elaborate defini­
tions of old-timo Psychology, I venture to define intuition 
simply as direct spiritual insight, immediate perception 
of both facts and truths without any preliminary instruc­
tion or preparation for the reception of the  new truths 
and the new facta. Intuition, in my opinion, is one of 
the grandest faculties of tho human mind, and although 
not so positivo in its dnta os clairvoyance, to which it is 
certainly and closely allied, intuition is in many respects 
far more valuable than clairvoyance, because it is more 
comprehensive in it* scope, and more profound in tho 
results of its operation.

W ithout the natural g ift of intuition a  man cannot 
rise to any high altitude of mentality in  this world, for 
intuition is ono of tho most constant and reliable teachers 
and tutors—a truo mentor—of mankind. H e who is 
gifted with this rare faculty has tho key of all know, 
ledge in his possession.

W ithout a  certain amount of intuition I hold i t  abso­
lutely impossible to  become a  Spiritualist, for intuition 
is the  first and  handiest instrument to  bring man in  con­
tact with things invisible from a physical point of view. 
Hence it  is tha t men of magnificent intellects and grand 
attainments—leading men of science, leading theologians, 
leading politicians, etc.,—are utterly unable to  attain to 
spiritual sight, o r to the understanding of things truly 
spiritual. They really havo eyes and see not, as a 
grandly intuitive man said over 1800 years ago. With 
men of this description you can do nothing b u t make a 
fool of yourself by arguing tho point with them on tho 
facts of Spiritualism. They are worse than Thomas 
Didymus him self, and they tell you coolly th a t they 
would not boliovo theso things to  l»e true if they saw 
them with their own oyes, because they have eyes and 
sec not, id  f i t ,  because the ir eyes are only optical appa­
ratus, like an opera-glass, dead lenses for the reflection 
of physical only, and not of spiritual light. The optic 
nerve tha t connects their organs of vision with the thal~ 
mu* option* in  the ir brain, leads only to  a  material organ 
of brain fat, from which no process of mental chemistry 
is able to  distil spiritual truths or spiritual perception. 
I t  is, therefore, tantamount to acta ayert to try  to con­
vert a  man of this cIoas to Spiritualism; the most 
convincing facts and experiences of your life placed 
before them with the eloquence of a  Demosthenes will 
make no more impression upon them than a  pea thrown 
into the maw of a  hungry lion would appeaso tho 
hunger of tha t lion. My advico in connection with 
such men is to loavo them severely alono, for no good ¡8 
derivable from any attem pt of placing the grand truths 
of Spiritualism before them. You might os well ask for 
a five pound note from a  man who has not got five ponce, 
os the former cannot give you what he has not got, so 
the latter, the spiritual skeptic, cannot accept what he 
has no room o r accommodation for storing.

Somehow orothersome people, and they are not so incon­
siderable in  number, cannot understand anything tha t is 
new ; their minds run in such rigidly conservative grooves 
tha t they cannot deviate from a  certain p a th ; and such 
men it  would take perhaps half a  lifetime to  realise so 
stupendous a  fact as the discovery of another hemisphere
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of human existence, tho America of Spiritualism. Men 
of this stamp, are better left to  their own resources and 
shifts ; if their eyes are to be opened, often some unfor- 
Bcen fortuitous circumstance o r occurrence in  their own 
lives will open them, and before tha t time has arrived, 
almost all efforts a t  conviction or persuasion will fail

Only tho other day we received the sad news of the 
violent death of General Gordon. I t  is alleged of him 
that he said on leaving London, tha t he would never 
return alive. For havinc made this statement he is 
almost unanimously called a  fatalist by a  blind and 
superficial press. In  the same breath the same press, 
una voce,admits tha t Gordon had implicit confidence in 
nn All-ruling Providence. Well, how do these thought­
less scribblers make the two statements agree ? Fatalism 
excludes a  belief in Providence as strictly as rtihilism 
excludes realism. These mighty men of tho fourth 
estate, these would be leaders and swayers of human 
thought, could not for a  moment conceive th a t Gordon 
had received intuitive information about his death ; they 
could not understand th a t Gordon, like Prince Leopold, 
received his death-warning from a  source outside this 
physical world ; they would be shocked a t  the suggestion 
that Gordon was a  Spiritualist, consciously or uncon­
sciously to himself, and th a t all his mental characteristics, 
especially his high impressionability point in the direc­
tion tha t he was a  rarely-gifted medium. Some compare 
Gordon to  the Crusaders, to the Covenanters, and espe­
cially to Cromwell; in my opinion he did not resemble 
any of these men, for most of the Crusaders were acting 
under the influence of a  crazy monk, Peter of Amiens, 
and the Covenanters and Cromwell could be as fanatic 
and bigoted as some of our orthodox Catholic and Pres­
byterian parsons still are. Gordon was not like any of 
these; his grand intuitive mind placed him above all 
earthly or worldly considerations, because his penetrating 
spirit clearly discerned the yonder shore where alone 
permanent happiness may be expected. In'fact, he was a 
self declared re-incamationist.

The reader, I  trust, will excuse this brief digression, 
especially as i t  helps me along my path of illustrating 
what intuition is.

Mrs. Elizabeth W atson was perfectly right when, in a 
recent lecture on Spiritualism in its  Relation to  Reform, 
she asked the question, “  where do the new thoughts of 
the reformers come from ? ” Yes, where do the thoughts 
of the reformers come from, but especially and above all, 
where does their almost superhuman courage and faith in 
their cause come from 1 Mrs. Watson’s answer is, tha t 
both come from the universal quickening of souls which 
is taking place under the fresh spiritual baptism. I t  is 
the development of new faculties, even the faculty of 
clairvoyance or spirit-seeing— that of clairaudiencc or 
the hearing of spirit-voices, and o j intuition, by which 
you'perceive and know truth without the outicard sign : a 
wondrous g ift and one most to be desired.

Right, Mrs. Watson, intuition is one of the most valu­
able gifts tha t can be bestowed upon mortal, for by the 
aid of intuition man may become master, not only of all 
knowledge, but even of all secrets, down to the best kept 
State secrets of the craftiest statesman—of a  very Bis­
marck. To illustrate this fact, I  have only to allude to 
my own intuitional experience. Some ten months ago— 
when nobody in Australia knew anything of the designs 
of Bismarck on New Guinea, and moreover, on his secret 
designs against England generally, which country he 
intends to humiliate to  such an extent as to mako it 
appear in the guise of a  nation in the pillory, to be 
sneered at,laughed at, and even spat a t by the rest of 
the nations of the earth—I wrote several plain leading 
articles on tho subject, asserting in unmistakable terms 
that Bismarck would have New Guinea, and tha t the 
French would have the ir New Hebrides. I was laughed 
“t  for my trouble by almost everybody who knew my 
views. How could th a t be? some asked. I  could not 
tell them ; I  only knew that things had this tendency ; 
and often in the morning I would awake as if I  had 
oome from the secret council-chambers of European 
diplomatists, where I  h id  heard their plans discussed in
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order to  eneble me to  w .m  these sgsinrt «horn these 
designs were forming.

Now all these things have come to  pass, people cannot 
help believing them, however unable thev may still be to 
realise them. I could tell hosts of similar and still 
more important State secrete which are going to be car 
ned out shortly, also against England ; but my post 
experience is not encouraging for me to do so at present. 
I f  this article had not already spread itself out loan 
Undue length, I could have furnished further proofs of 
this my peculiar intuitional gift in connection with the 
perpetration of what was years ago styled tho •* Bul­
garian atrocities," which I saw performed on victims as 
if I were standing alongside the shambles on which they 
were cut up like so much butcher’s meat. Th«*e scene* 
I saw enacted regularly two or three days before an ac- 
count of them would appear in the daily papers, and I 
was myself so astonished a t  the coincidence of what I 
saw intuitively (perhaps also clairvoyantly), tha t I took 
regular notes of tho proceedings as they happened.

One of the greatest intuitional prophecies, or proleptic 
visions (jf the la tter term is prefcrml), that I ever caino 
across, was that of the celebrated French author, Cozotte, 
who-in the prcsenco of a  large assembly of ladies and 
gentlemen unrolled a panoramic view of the principal 
events and bloody enactments of the Great French 
Revolution, winding up with the prediction of hi* 
own death, in answer to the question of an in­
credulous and sneering Parisian lady—of what would 
be his own fate. Every student of history knows the 
authentic naturo of Cazotte’s  prediction, and with this 
document I beg to bring my rambling oWrvations on 
intuition to a  close, considering tha t it  forms one of 
the strongest evidences in favour of the existence of such 
a  faculty as intuition in tho human being.

Tungamah, Feb. 14th, 1885.

OUR PASSING FROM TH IS M ATERIAL INTO 
T H E  SPIRITU A L WORLD.

Translated f/om Licht, kfehr Licht."
By I)r: A. M ukller.

1. ih c  most perfect conviction of a  future life does 
not necessarily exclude fears of death. Many people do 
not fear death as such, ye t have a dread of the moment 
of passing away. Do we suffer or not whilst fording the 
stream that separates us from eternity. This forms the 
subject of their disquietude, a  feeling easily comprehen­
sible in view of th e  absolute certainty of ull having to 
face this dreaded moment, of nobody Wing uble to 
escape this journey, as we may avoid or put off a  journey 
on earth. Rich and poor must step over this threshold, 
and if the step is a  painful one, neither rank nor riches 
can assuage its agonies.

2. When we contemplate the quiet peacefulness of 
some deathJ>eds, and contrast it with the horrid agonies 
and convupve contortions wo. witness on others, we may 
safely conclude tha t the sensations accomjianying death 
are far from Wing the same in every case. But who can 
W our teacher here, who explain to us the physiological 
phenomenon of soul and liody separating, who can de­
scribe to  us the impressions of the last moment ? Science 
and Religion both are dumb. And why ? Because 
neither of them possesses a knowledge of those laws that 
r e f la te  the mutual relations between spirit and matter. 
One remains stationary a t  the confines of the material, 
tho other a t  those of tho spiritual life. Spiritism alone, 
standing Wtween the two as the hyphen of conjunction, 
can give us any information on this subject, founded not 
only on more sharply defined conceptions of the nature 
of the soul, but also on the reports of those who have 
passed through the ordeal. Tho key to unlock this 
mystery as so many others, is a knowledge of the liuidic 
medium uniting body and soul.

3 Inert matter is incapable of sensation. 1 his is nn 
axiom, almost self-evident. Tho soul only can f.-cljoy 
or pain : but every derangement or disorganisation of tho 
bodily atoms has its reaction on the soul in producing a
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sensation more or less painful to the latter. I t  is the 
soul tha t suffers, not the body, which is only the instru­
ment of pain. A fter its separation from the soul it  may 
be mutilated to any extent without feeling anything.

- B u t  the soul likewise, when separated from tho body, is 
no longer affected by any disorganisation of tho latter. 
I t  has then, however, its own sensations, the source of 
which is not reducible to tangible matter.

The fluidic envelope of the soul is called “  Perisprit,” 
This is inseparable from the soul, both before and after 
death. I t  forms, so to say, a unity with it, and one 
cannot even be thought of without the other. During 
physical life the pcrisprital fluid permeates every mole­
cule of the body, and serves as a vehicle for transmitting 
sensations from the physical atoms to the soul. Through 
tho same mediating elements the soul acts on the body, 
and regulates its movements.

4. I t  is by the tearing asunder of this perisprital bond 
of union, tha t the separation of body and soul is brought 
about in death. But this separation is scarcely ever 
accomplished with one coup. The perisprital fluid sepa­
rates from the organs of the body by degrees, and tho 
separation is actual and complete only when not a  single 
perisprit atom remains united with a  molecule of the 
body.

The pain the soul experiences at death is proportional 
to the sum total o f  the points o f  contact still existing be­
tween body and perisprit as well as to a greater or lesser 
difficulty and slowness o f the process o f separation. Thus 
then, according to these circumstances, death will cause 
more or less pain.

!>. To classify, let us state as extremes tho following 
four cases, and place all others as intermediates between 
them.

1. If a t  the moment of tho destruction of the organic 
life the separation of the perisprit from the body were 
accomplished, tho soul would not experience tho least 
painful sensation.

2. I f  the cohesion of these two elements exists a t  this 
moment in full force, a violent tearing away takes place 
tha t reacts in the most painful manner on tho soul.

3. I f  the cohesion is weak, the separation takes place 
easily and without commotion,

4. I f  nfter apparent cessation of organic lifo there 
exist yet numerous points of contact between body and 
perisprit, the soul may receive certain painful im­
pressions in consequence of tho physical dissolution, until 
a t  last the bond of union is completely severed.

Tho suffering then which accompanies death, depends 
on the amount and force of cohesion uniting body and 
perispirit. Anthing calculated to weaken this force will 
render the transition less painful. When the separation 
takes place without any difficulty, the soul will not ex­
perience the least painful sensation.

6. A t tho passing from tho physical into the spirit- 
life another most important phenomenon takes place. 
The soul, a t  this moment, is overpowerd by a  strange 
confusion and bewilderment (Wirrsal), thrown into a 
lethargy that, momentarily paralyses its faculties, and 
oven deprives it, partially a t  least, of tho power of sensa­
tion. I t  f^lls into a kind of catalepsy, so as to  be hardly 
ever a  witness of the last breath. Cases of perfect con­
sciousness a t  the moment of death are so rare, tha t this 
condition of complete lethargy may be regarded as the 
normal one. „Its duration varies from a  few hours to 
several years. As it  gradually vanishes, the state of the 
soul assumes close resemblance to tha t of a  person just 
awakening from a  very long, sound sleep. The ideas are 
still confused, hesitating and uncertain; it  secs as if 
through a  fog, darkly. By degrees the sight becomes 
clear, memory returns, and Anally self-consciousness. 
B ut this awakening into the new lifo is very different 
w ith different individuals. W ith some i t  is calm and 
accompanied by the most delightful sensations; with 
others it  is terrified and frightful like a horrid night­
mans.

T. The timo of the last inspiration is therefore not tho 
most painful one of death, becauso the soul then but 
rarely retains consciousness. The suffering rather occurs 
a t  the period preceding the last breath, in consequence of 
the disorganisation of tho physical atom s; and again,

after respiration has ceased in  consequence of the  cata- 
lcptiform condition ju s t described, especially the awaken­
ing from i t  But to  decapitulate—this period of suffer­
ing differs greatly. I ts  intensity and duration are, as 
already stated, in proportion to  the affinity existing be­
tween body and perspirit The greater this affinity is, 
tho longer and more painful the efforts of the soul must 
be to  free itself from the bonds of physical matter. 
There are many persons with whom tho cohesion is so 
weak th a t the separation takes placo almost sponta­
neously, and in the most natural manner the spirit 
parting from the body, like tho ripe fru it falling of tho 
tree—a beautiful dying and a  peaceful awakening in the 
spirit-world.

8. B ut whether tho soul is liberated with greater or 
lesser ease depends entirely on its moral condition. The 
affinity between body and perisprit is the greater, tho 
moro the soul in this life clings to  purely material occu­
pations and sensual pleasures, whilst it  is almost nil in 
him whoso purified soul has already become identified 
with tho spirit-life, and whose interests have been cen­
tred there. Since, then, duration and painfulness of tho 
death-struggle are in inverse ratio to  soul, purity and 
elatedness above the purely physical and material, it  is 
to a  very great extent in our own power to  render our 
passing into the other world easy or difficult, pleasant or 
painful.*

O UR EXCHANGES.

W e arc in receipt of the two November numbers of Le 
Messager, of Liege, one of the best conducted Spiritist 
organs published in the French idiom. W hat all along 
struck us as a  remarkably valuablo contribution is that 
on the subject of “  Spiritism in Ancient and Modem 
Times.” The 11th chap, of tho second part deals with . 
the proofs of Reincarnation, amongst which i t  enumer­
ates the three following, which i t  also considers as tho 
three best: 1. The difference in the duration of human 
life on earth. 2. Tho inequality of the physical and 
social conditions of these lives. 3. The intellectual pre­
cocity so remarkable in certain individuals. This la tter 
proof is certainly most noteworthy, especially when wo 
have to  deal with such a  musical genius as Mozart was 
a t  the early ago of four years. One would think some 
sort of spirit, fond of music, must have taken up his 
residence in the clay tenement of tho frail child of such 
tender years, in  order to  astonish a  world of Thomases 
th a t there aro more things in heaven abd on earth than 
arc dreamt of in  our every-day philosophy. “  God and 
Creation ”  is also a  meritorious piece of work, in tho 
samo periodical; and tho experimental proofs of the 
existence of tho soul contained in  tho present number 
will, wo aro sure, be highly interesting to  their readers, 
although they are derived from a  secondary source, viz., 
tho well known work of “  Ramon do la  Sagra," “  tho 
Demonstration of the Reality of the Human Soul.”

N ext in order, wo have to deal with the “ Journal du 
Magnetism,” founded in 1845 by M. le Baron du Potet. 
A most valuable article in  the number 19, now lying 
before us, is tha t on " the Study of the Neuric Force, or 
the Magnetic Fluid,” which in our opinion constitutes a  
most interesting chapter on Physiological Psychology, 
pursued on the same, or at least on identical, lines as those 
of the Psychic Research Association now in process of 
formation in England and America. I f  this style of 
studying Psychology is earnestly followed up by men 
acquainted with the old-fashioned mode of investigation, 
hand-books of Psychology, such as Alexander, Baines, 
James Mill, H erbert Spencor, etc., etc.— will bo 
soon out of date, and new light of a  more permanent 
r.aturo will be le t in on a  subject so long neglected or 
only cultivated by a  fow advanced guards of human 
thought, who however were unablo to  obtain a  hearing

• This article is taken fiom the 1st chapter of Allan Hardee's 
work, 1a  d e l  et f  E n fc r," .  As such i t  is entitled to our respect­
ful consideration, though there is in it as in most of the utterances 
of the great apostle of Continental Spiritism, even when he deals 
with purely theoretical subject», a  certain oracular positivencss 
somewhat repugnant to the solid Anglo-Saxon mind.—A . M u k l l k b
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on account of the novelty and the wonderful results of 
their lonely researches on tho higher aspects of the 
human soul.

We can cordially recommend to  our readers the perusal 
of the pages so weighty with facta of the “  Journal du 
Magnetism.”

We have also received “  L a Fraternidad,” of Buenos 
Ayres, which is a  fortnightly review of Spiritualism, 
both in South America and abroad. The paper is well 
got up and clearly printed, and one article especially 
riveted our attention, in 1st November number, on “ Our 
Spiritual R e l a t i o n s id  eat, on our direct and positive 
connection with a  world of spirits. The author of this 
article—Manuel Saenz, dwells with due emphasis on the 
stupendous discovery of these spiritual relations of ours, 
and anticipates, in common with us, ono of the greatest, 
though perfectly bloodless, revolutions with respect to  all 
human affairs from this very discovery, and its final and 
universal appreciation and acceptation. “ M. S.” is an 
uncompromising opponent of a  one-sided Materialism, 
which in the human ego can detect nothing else but the 
result of a certain arrangement of a  certain numl>cr of 
cerebral molecules, lasting for a  certain number of hours, 
days, months, or years, and to  bo finally dissolved into 
nothing, a t least nothing higher than dust, although a 
high-toned poet has told us long ago tha t “  dust thou art, 
to dust retumest,” was not spoken of tho soul.

RELIGIO N  W IT H O U T SU PER STITIO N *

The above book, published in  Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Adelaide, only a  few days since, seems likely to create a 
sensation in the religious world of A ustralia ; not tha t it 
contains anything new and startling to  thoso who have 
allowed reason to ac t in religious as well as in social and 
other concerns of life, b u t th a t it presents in  a  terse, 
telling, and logical form what has been more fully and 
elaborately w ritten by numbers of rational thinkers, 
religious and secular, since the time of Thomas Paine. 
I t  accomplishes all th a t the iconoclast could do and more, 
and yet it is not strictly an iconoclastic work ; i t  does 
not “  break” the images, but gently lifts them from their 
pedestal, and puts something better in their place.

In his preface the author asserts tha t the object of his 
work is an endeavour to reclaim some who on account of 
tho incredibilities attaching to popular theology have 
abandoned religion altogether and drifted into Atheism ; 
and to give a  firmer footing to thoso who aro in  doubt, 
“  I  have ventured,” he says, “  on the task of endcavour- 
ing, by disentangling religion from its superstitions, to 
prove to the one class tha t they can hold and maintain 
a pure, simple, rational, roligious faith independently of 
those incredibilities which are mainly and primarily 
responsible for the existence of the Atheist, and of 
endeavouring to  solve and remove for the latter the 
doubts which perplox the ir minds and which offers them 
in their efforts to seek through the gloom and tho mists 
which surround them tho puro and unfading light of 
truth.”

In his first chapter, devoted to an examination of the 
Trinity, he says :—“ M y first proposition then is this :

“ Assuming the Biblo to  be the inspired revelation 
of God, tho doctrine of the Trinity is not sup­
ported by it, and further, tbe authority of both 
tho old and new covenants is inconsistent with it 
and opposed to it .”

“  To establish this I  intend to prove—
(1) That according to the Bible there is only one 

God, and th a t beside Him  there is no other God ; 
in other words, th a t the religion of the Bible is 
monotheistic, and in  this respect resembling that 
of the Jews and Unitarians.

(2) That there is no mention of God the Son f  in 
tho Bible, nor does Jesus state tha t ho is either

Religion without Superstition ; by Hartley Williams. George 
Robertson if Co. 1885.

Son of God"81 n0t ° f cour8e ^  confounded with the expression

God the Son or the God ; but on the other hand 
expressly diaelaima the title.

(3) That there is no mention of God the Holy Ghost 
in the Bible. * * •  *

(4) That Jesus himself distinctly denies the doctrine 
of co-equality with God or the Father.

(5) That the doctrine of cc-eternity with God or the 
Father cannot be reconciled with the statements 
of Scripture.”

And in the following twenty-one pages he very clearly 
and logically fulfils his promise, the major part of his 
evidence being taken from the book upon which theolo­
gians have founded the dogma.

Speaking of the credence given by Christians to many 
things which in  the light of reason are incredible, he 
attributes it to the fact that th-y are contained in that 
which is now called the Bible, but which should more 
properly be called “  the Books.” They attune, he says, 
without inquiry, tha t whatever is in the Bible must be 
true.

“  The followers of Confucius, the Buddhists, the Zoro- 
astrians, the Mahominedans, also assume that whatever 
is in their Bibles is true. The orthodox Christian ques­
tions the right of any or of all of those vast religious 
sects so to  do, and throws ridicule upon their belief, and 
taking it for granted that hisaBible is the only true Bible, 
and tha t all the other Bibles of the world are mere works 
of fiction, affects to look with contempt upon these poor 
benighted pagans. But tho Bibles of these poor pagans 
are records of far greater antiquity than tha t of tho 
Christian, and the supernatural events, miracles, and • 
visions recorded in them are supported by quite os much 
evidence (let us so call it  for the moment) as tha t on 
which we are askpd to  credit the supernatural events, 
miracles, and visions of tho Christian Bible."

Giving illustrations from the Old Testament of the 
cruelties and absurdities perpetrated in the name of God 
and professedly by divine sanction and instigation, ho 
shows how inconsistent the anthropomorphic idea of tho 
Deity is with the attributes of love and wisdom generally 
attributed to  Hun, and says, surely these books were 
w ritten by men who had (he crudest conception of what 
God was and is.

.The author’s conclusions are purely thoistic. After 
sweeping away all the superstitions and misconceptions 
tha t encumber religion, wo have left a  rational religions 
belief, viz., “ To love justice, purity, goodness, holiness, 
charity, and truth, is to love God ; to love them is to live 
them ; to serve God not only with the lips, but with tho 
life ; not by saying — save us, good Lord—but by doing 
God’s  will.” '

In  fact, the sum and substance of the book is to in 
culcate practical religion pure and simple, as taught by 
Christ, Christna, Buddha, and Confucius, but which it  has 
been the business of tho priesthood to obscure rather 
than diffuse from time immemorial. Our Melbourne 
judges are adjudicating upon some important questions, 
and we lire disposed to think that their derisions, though 
they nlly oflend some, will give satisfaction to  the major­
ity, especially among the more thoughtful of tho com 
munity. _________________________

I n a  letter from Mr. J . Wilkes, of Auckland, recently 
received, he says :—On Sunday week, a t  our usual weekly 
sitting in my house, my son John was entranced, and an 
influence professing to be the spirit of a  slain soldier of 
the Royal Sussex regiment, shot about two hours pre­
viously, gave such a  graphic account of his surprise, on 
seeing those meeting him, and who had gone before, 
together with the description he gave of Ins death by a 
bullet and of the battle in Egypt, made us desire tho 
presence of a  shorthand reporter. A  friend in town 
the next morning, informed me that he also had received 
an account of an engagement, a t  Ins circle, when I men­
tioned this circumstance to him. I  mention this fact to 
show that there is more attention paid to manifestation» 
than the writer or society in general has any idea of.

No one can bcMck if the stomach, bloo.1. liver awl kidney* 
well. Hop b itten  keeps them well. J«otice.
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Communication/ intended fo  this Journal should be 

m itten  legibly, and on one side o f the paper only.

• v  SPIRITUA LISM  IN  ADELAIDE.

TO T ill: EDITOR OF TIIK  HARIIIXGER OF LIGHT.

S ir,—As I have been two months in Adelaide and 
neighbourhood, busily engaged in spiritual work, although 
of a  private nature, I have watched with keen interest 
the public contest between dogmatic Christians of the 
Y.M.C.A. and Spiritualists, and am glad to find that 
truth is shining forth its radiance in this city more by 
the so-called expose of Spiritualism than it could possibly 
do by its ablest advocates in the same short time. I 
arrived here ju s t in time to hear Mr. Evans'lecture and 
most clumsy expose of Spiritualism. I felt pained, not 
for our cause, for their is no need of pain on tha t point, 
but for the pitiuble plight in which this young man 
Evans placed himself, for no other purpose tha t could bo 
seen than to elicit the coarse and vulgar laugh of those 
who knew ns little of Spiritualism as himself. He gave 
us plenty of abuse, but not a  single truth of Spiritualism 
did he attempt to disprove. Poor Mr. Reimcrs and the 
late Miss Wood came in for a  good share of abuse. I find 
Mr. Iteimers has the enlightened public opinion in his 
favour, and is doing a good work here.

I  am told tha t Evans' ex/fosn of Spiritualism has in­
duced some 12 or 20 persons to form private circles to 
find out the truth for themselves, and I know from what 
I have seen here that then- an; a number of people deeply 
interested in the- subject. Mr. Iteimers the other week 
took me to u friend’s house where a  circle was held. I 
was surprised to see the mcdiumistic tendencies 
of the sitters, which no doubt will developc in 
time for some good purpose. I have visited several 
families, and held private seances with them. I am glad 
to state tliut there is a  fine work going on in Adelaide. 
My leisure time has been taken up with giving advice to 
mediums how best to  develope llieir gifts, and 1 intend 
spending the latter part of my time in Adelaide in aiding 
circles to develop«! a  d forming new ciicles.

I  was glad to see Mr. Burton's lettters in The Harbin­
ger as 1 know him well. He is an earnest worker.

I  have work in Victoria, and will cull on you when 
I  reach Melbourne.

You: s truly,
'T .  M. BROWN.

New Parliament Houses, Adelaide.

A  FE W  CORRECTIONS.

TO THE EDITOR OF T H E “  HARIIIXGER OF LIGHT."

S ir,—I  did not realise the imperfection, of my manu­
script until I saw the errors in your publication of my 
essay on Sarcognomy. I would say nothing of errors in 
grammar or orthography, but errors which allect the 
sense, and would surely be attributed by the reader to 
the author, really/mpiire correction. For example, in­
stead of “ the portal Hood going to the brain,” i t  should 
have been “ the portal blood going to the liver.”  The 
higher emotions “  located on the heart ” should read 
“ located on the breast."

Excitement was sai«l to produce a  “  corrugative feel­
ing in the scalp, as if the brain was being erected ;" it 
should read, “  ns if the hair was being erected," a  pheno­
menon more conspicuous in dogs and cats than in our­
selves.

“ Hiemostosis ” was printed “ ha-mnstisis,” which 
changes its meaning. Hiumnstasis means the stagnation 
of the blood, or holding i t  still, which withdraws it from 
tlio general circulation, and is therefore more effectively 
depleting and subduing to inflammation than the most 
excessive bleeding, which would be dangerous to life, 
while luemastisis is harmless.

“  The emotions of tha t swelling bosom ” should have 
been, “ the. emotions th a t swell my bosom."

“  Craniosophy "  and “  Craniosophist ” are new words 
which I did not use, though legitimate. Cranioscopy (the

examination of skull«) is the word I  used, and is a  cur- 
rent term.

Thero were some errors of names tha t should be cor­
rected. “ Locnnce" should have l»ecn L«ennec, « Dr. 
Ferry” Dr. Forry, “ Judge Ronan," Judge Rowan, and 
“ Vcmont” Vimont

The name of Dr. Vimont is interesting in the history 
of phrenology, because he started as a  skeptic to refute 
the discoveries of Gall, and was converted into a  follower 
by the  study of nature. He published a  rare and costly 
volume, illustrating the cerebral development of animals. 
This by the way has been greatly neglected. I  have 
nearly two hundred drawings of animal heads in  my 
portfolio, which are a  more convincing illustration of 
phrenology than any illustrations from the human, race.

Dr. Forry was on«.- of the few medical writers whose 
love of truth was unrestrained by professional trammels. 
Judge Rowan was one of the most eloquent men 
America has produced—fully equal to Mr. Clay os an 
advocate, and unequalled in the dignity of bearing which 
procured him the familiar title  of the Old Monarch.” 
I t  is a  pleasure to  pay this tribute to men of a past 
generation, who gave a  cordial welcome to  the advent of 
Anthropology.

Boston, Jan . 6, 1885.
JOS. RODES BUCHANAN.

T H E  DROW NING O F T H E  MESSRS. BROWNE.

'  *• Ju d g e  n o t th e  L on l l<y feeb le  sense,
B u i t r u s t  H im  fo r H is grace ;

B ehind  a  fro w n in g  P rovidence 
H e  h id e s  a  sm ilin g  face.

B lind  un b e lie f is  su re  to  err,
A nd sc a n  H is  w orks in  v a in  ;

God it* IB s ow n  in te rp re te r.
A nd  H e  sh a ll  m ake i t  p la in .

Cotcper.
TO T H E EDITOR OF T H E HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

S ir,—I n my previous letter to you on this melancholy 
incident in our late social history, I suggested the pro­
bable design of Providence. I f  dates are looked at, it  
will lie seen tha t I  prognosticated without design or 
intention.

On this occasion I  leave out of view the designs of 
Providence, and draw attention to the force of evidence 
growing out of a  most curious (one might say miraculous) 
incident. Indeed, special Providence might be observed 
in the miraculous (9 o’clock) incident recorded, I  do 
not refer to  i t  further than the motto to this letter may 
seem to  do so, but I  resolutely address myself to  the 
stern facts of our social history and the evidence of tho 
truth of tho spirits of the  dead returning to commune 
with relations, and confound the skeptics by such com­
munications.

To make sure of my facts I did myself the honour 
of placing myself in communication with tho father of 
the deceased, and I quote his words, with his permission, 
and so few of them ns not to  confuse the evidence, and I 
ask this simple question—how can the facts be accounted 
for except on the professed Spiritual hypothesis Î

Hero are the facts, under the hand of M r. H . J .  
Browne, and only dated Cth January, 1885: “ I t  was 
the 18th December th a t we learned from the spirit of 
my son William that the accident hod happened a t  nine 
o’clock, am . I t  was on tho evening of tho 27th th a t a  
friend of my son’s called to inform me th a t a  gold watch 
had been discovered on opening tho shark a t  Frankston, 
and tha t the hands pointed to nine o’clock.--H ugh 
J  u x o r  B r o w s e .”

I  now ask you, Mr. Editor, will the high priests of 
coincidence tell us tha t these coincident pointings to  the 
hour of nine o’clock say nothing in  evidence of the 
truth of our faith, in tho face of the very heaviest blows 
tha t can be dealt out to  us by our mocking opponents.

Will they kindly (instead of mocking) answer to  the 
blow dealt out to their skepticism by this most miraculous 
incident, which is worthy of a  place in addition to Mrs. 
E. H. Brittan’s 19th Century Miracles.

As this, Mr. Editor, is a  letter on e v id e n c e , I conclude 
J by a  word on tha t very important subject, taken from
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the 243rd page of the Spiritual Record for Sept., 1883, 
as follows : — “ Resistance of evidence is proof of in­
sanity. A  man not convinced by proper evidence is 
simply a  madman.”

I  am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

ROBERT CALDECOTT.
Raglan street, P o rt Melbourne,

16th January, 1885.
[Ifbcg for the favour of space for a  foot-note to  my 

sectmfl letter on the  drowning of the two sons of Mr.
H. J . Browne, on a  double plea : 1st— that this second 
letter has, from circumstances, been held over longer 
than anticipated, inviting a  word more from me on the 
subject. 2nd—on the plea th a t the three names I  give 
have a  claim upon your favour, viz., Professor \V. Denton, 
Mrs. Watson, and Mr. H. J .  Browne. My communica­
tion to  you, Mr. Editor, is upon the force of fact, and 
the madness of men who shut the ir eyes to  such facts. I 
wish all tha t I  have said to be concluded by a  voice from 
heaven, or the world o f spirits, in the words of Professor 
William Denton, given through the trance mediumship 
of Mrs. E  L. Watson, and reported in  the B a n n e r  o f 
Light ; and let those words apply to  corroborative point­
ings to n in e  o’clock, “  v ie w e d  a s  a  p a c t .”  “ Facts are 
the finger-prints of God ; and one fact is worth more than 
all speculations of any number of men’s minds. The 
fact, if it  be no larger than the prin t of a  raindrop in 
the sand, falling ages ago, lives for ever. One fact, if it 
be but the shadow of the moon cast across the disk of 
the sun, overturns hundreds of theories, and lifts our 
thoughts of natu ie from the darkness of superstition 
and fear. W hat are the facts relative to those occult 
forces which have been set a t  liberty within the last half 
century, in various quarters^of the globe, and tha t point 
directly to an intelligence independent of the physical 
brain ; and what is the value of human testimony Î

YYrhen questioning the facts Yelativo to Spiritualism, 
whether i t  be ancient or modem this question of human 
testimony is a  very important one. Dr. Carpenter de­
clares tha t when the phenomena is so astounding as 
represented by the modern Spiritualists, we must doubt 
our senses. B ut is it  common sense to doubt our 
senses V —6th Feb., 1885.]

TH E HISTORICA L JE S U S  V. “ H IS  N ATURAL 
LIF E .”

TO THE EDITOR OF TH E  HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
S ib ,—I  observe by your last issue tha t Dr. Rohner stiU 
persists in misrepresenting my views regarding “  the 
man Christ Jesus,” by insinuating tha t I  view him as a 
myth, notwithstanding my disavowal in a  former edition 
of The Harbinger, in which I  referred Dr. Rohner to a 
quotation in my lecture on “ Christianity, its Origin and 
Esoteric Meaning,” in  refutation of his assertion that 
I therein represented Jesus as a  myth. For the edifica­
tion of my learned critic I  shall here repeat the quotation 
referred to :—“ The Historical lifo of Jesus bears the 
same relationship to the  individual on whom it  was based 
as does the story of Robinson Crusoe in Dc Foe’s cele­
brated romance to the Adventures of Alexander Selkirk. 
In  other words, fantastic decorations have been added to 
what was simply a  benevolent and self-sacrificing life, 
which, instead of being adorned by these tawdry embel­
lishments, has been grossly transfigured and traduced 
thereby." I  cannot conceive what plainer language any 
sensible man would requiro to  convince him that I 
believe that a  “ gonuine Je su s” lived, though, with Dr. 
Rohner, I  reject “  an apotheothjsed Jesus, a  mnn-God, or 
a God made by man theological.” I  cannot inform the 
learned Dr. whether i t  was tha t Strauss, Renan, and 
Keim were devoid of a  knowledge of the theology of 
Egypt and of the Zodiac, or th a t these authors did not 
view them as having the same bearing on Christian 
theology as other writers havo done, but I  rather incline 
to the latter. Of one thing, however, I am certain, 
namely, that I  have not seen anything written, by I)r. 
Rohner or others, to  the contrary, which in any way in­
validates the evidence adduced by me in favour of the

astro-theological origin of the popular faith or Exoteric 
Christianity. I  challenge my irrepressible critie to prove 
the truth of his inuendo in reference to my having 
claimed as novelties the statements made by me in de- 
nions touting that what passes under the name of Christ­
ianity is but reformed Paganism.

I am, Sir, Yours Ac.
H U G H  JU N O R BROWNE.

E. Melbourne, Feb. 12th, 1885.

TO THE EDITOR OF T H E HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

S ir,—Mr. Brown, one of the pioneers of Spiritualism in 
the north of England, who has spent fifteen years of his 
life amongst the thickly populated cities of old England, 
fighting and struggling for the grand philosophy of 
Modern Spiritualism, has now with his family tak-n up 
his residence in Sydney, N.S.YV. Mr. Brown, who is a 
well-developed clairvoyant medium, has l»een visiting 
Adelaide on private business, but being introduced to 
him by one of his friends, I invited him to spend an 
evening with me, with the view of having a séance with 
my own family alone ; he kindly accepted the invitation 
and its responsibilities. As he knew nothing of mo or 
my family on his arrival, he requested me to mention 
nothing respecting family matters ;• this I  thought spoke 
well for his honesty.

A fter a  few minutes of social chat, j r c  commenced our 
séance. The medium soon became entranced, and taking 
Mrs. Perrott’s hand, he informed her tha t traces of 
disease were visible in her chest, which he described as 
being asthma, describing her symptoms most correctly, 
and giving also a  prescription for her cure. On again 
holding her hand, he said it was not his custom to  cast 
a  gloom over them ; he would rather cheer them up, but 
as he could see traces of sorrow emanating from her 
brain, he would follow it back to its origin. He here 
most correctly took us back to  a  death-scene, saying, I 
seo in my vision a  child laying in the room where we 
now sit, in a  dying state ; a  gentleman is standing by 
him (describing him as a  fine athletic man—a thorough 
description of our family doctor) ; he is giving you hopes 
—then he said I see. him again, this time he gives us no 
hppes. A fter a  pause, he said, I now see the death 
scene ; strange as it  might seem to you, the child is now 
standing by your side. He then described her, giving 
height and age correctly. He next described a  ring 
which she held in her hand, correctly tracing it back to 
the giver, who he said was standing a t  her back, saying 
the ring was given by your mother as a  token of ever­
lasting love,'at the same time stating tha t her photo, was 
somewhere in this room. On handing him a  group of 
four—two old ladies and two younger ones, he without 
any hesitation pointed to the correct giver of the ring, 
which was Mrs. Perrott's mother. He further stated 
tha t there were three children belonging to us in tho 
spirit-world, giving their names correctly.

Aftox giving an interesting mental diagnosis of my 
son, a j* l 13, he turned to me and took me back to my 
old country home in the west of England, describing my 
father and mother. On asking if he could tell me any­
thing of my mother’s death, he most truthfully informed 
me she died with dropsy, saying her spirit was then by 
my side. He described the furniture in my father’s  ’ 
house correctly, my life and travels in the past, also tol­
lin'' me something of the future, which time must prove 
tho correctness of. I t  has cheered us up and proved 
beyond a  doubt the truth of the glorious philosophy of 
Spiritualism. , . ..

Mr Brown has promised to return in a short time to 
see if he can wake up the dry bones of Adelaide which 
the cold, lifeless system of orthodoxy has drifted her 
into. I feel assured tha t he is the right man ; his gentle 
manner, combined with his l>eautiful tests (of which 
several other families here have had proofs) will en­
courage thinking people to investigate tho subject.

I  am, etc.,
CHARLES PERROTT.

Cambridge-stre t, H ad ney.
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JOTTINGS FROM T H E  NORTH EAST.

A LETTER appeared lately in the columns of the Ovens 
Register, a  paper published in Becchworth, and was the 
cause of a  considerable amount of conversation and 
criticism. The writer signed himself “  Freethinker,” 
and as the very word freethinker acts bn some of the 
straitlaced in the same manner as a red rag does to a 
bull, the result was “  Freethinker " drew around his ears 
a  small hive of orthodox hornets, both in and out of the 
paper named. Freethinker’s attack was levelled a t  the 
leaders of the "A rm y of the Lord," a  small sect of 
" religionists ” who hold forth at a  little vjllage about five 
miles from Becchworth named Stanley, a t  which place a 
young man known to  a  number of the Spiritualists of 
Melbourne by the name of W. L. Roper gave a  lecture 
a t  which a number of the members of the "A rm y ” 
attended, and seemed to all appearance to bo highly 
pleased—if clapping of hands and hearty laughter are any 
signs of pleasure—at the way their most cherished idol, 
the Devil, and his auxiliary, the Church and her doc­
trines were treated. The absurdity and childishness of 
the Christian Heaven, and the blasphemy of the Christ­
ian Hell, were laid bare, stripped of their rags, and 
there was not a  solitary individual in all the assembly 
either belonging to the "A rm y ” or not, who had the 
courago or ability to stand up a t  the invitation of the 
Chairman and defend their liolicf. Freethinker in his 
letter expressed his sorrow that such should Ik; the case. 
H e says in effect, if not in the exact wools, "  He should 
like Frecthought lecturers to be brought to task, and 
the gage to be taken up that they arc so ready a t  throw­
ing down. He should like to sec the leaders of the 
Church—the Christian Church—have the moral courage 
to  defend their Hocks from Frecthought Wolves, Arc., 
Arc.," and finishes with the fact th a t the world has had 
quite enough of dogma, it  wants knowledge, and a  cer­
tainty of the foundation of all religion, viz., the continuity 
of the life of man after death, and he mndc tho startling 
statement to somo that tho continuity of the life of man 
after death cun be scientifically demonstrated." The 
latter paragraph caused quite a  flutter among the 
"Thomases.” Freethinker was charged with having 
made a cowardly attack, and one uncalled for, in a  letter 
emanating from the hand of Mr. C. Kelly, a  gentleman 
of liberal and enlightened views, a  resident of Stanley. 
But as Mr. Kelly’s letter was in no way an answer to 
Freethinker's, it  was allowed to glide into oblivion. And 
a  letter from "  Free Lance " next appeared, but in reality 
i t  was as poor in argument as the former one from Mr. 
Kelly, although I must confess it was warm against 
Mr. Roper, and what tho writer in a  very hazy manner 
termed "Ropcrcan logic." « New Chum " was the next 
aspirant for literary distinction. Ho sought to worry 
Freethinker by a  display of Biblical knowledge, over­
whelming in  its intensity, as he no doubt thought. He 
questioned whether i t  can be proved in the pages of the 
Bible tha t man lives after death. He challenges Free­
thinker to quote or prove from that volume anything in 
which the certainty of life after death can be made sure. 
And he g6es on to say, "  Where does Freethinker get 
his knowledge from ? As i t  cannot be proved from the 
pages^of the Bible, and all scientists have given i t  in 
tha t the continuity of life after death cannot be proven 
scientifically.” Although I  do not quote tho actual 
words New Chum used, yet they are in what I  here 
write in substance tho exact sense. And then he goes on 
to say "  That all scientists have expressed tho idea that 
tho future life is only a  matter of mere "  belief." And 
following out the same lines of argument ho 
remarks, "  I do not hesitate to  say th a t the idea 
of mind existing without body is a  m atter of puie specu­
lation and totally opposed to  our experience,” Arc., Arc. 
Freethinker replied to this in the columns of the Regis- 
ter during the months of January, in which ho travels 
over the ground of argument New Chum had seen fit to 
advance And in tha t letter ho proved tha t the con­
tinuity of life after death has been proved, and demon­
strated scientifically, and quoted the names of a  number 
of eminent scientists who had investigated and have in  a 
number of instances given to the world tho result of

their researches, in works written by their own hands, or 
under their own supervision. He utterly  confuted the 
arguments New Chum hod brought into the field, and 
proved tha t the Spiritualistic philosophy and phenomena 
were and are founded on the impregnable foundation of 
unimpeachable fact, and th a t it can withstand easily 
any assault mode against it  by any opponent, be he 
either “  New ”  or “  Old Chum ” in the field of psycho­
logical research.

It  is a strange fact tha t there is more wickedness and 
general rowdyism where the Salvation Army gets a  foot­
hold than there were previous to  the advent of that 
" saving crowd.” Stanley started with " Salvation," but 
finding fault with some of the queer modes of worship of 
Booth and Co. decided to s ta rt an arm y of its own, 
under the name of the “ Army of the Lord.” But by 
all I  can gather Stanley would have been far less wicked 
and far less rowdy if the "  Army of the Lord ” had 
carried on the war in the middle of their Idol’s home,
v|z., H ------ , than in such a  place os the little mountain
village was in the days of “  Auld Lang Syne.” In  those 
days there were no bickerings, no religious animosities. 
The brother and sister were brother and sister. The 
household were not divided. All was pure in  bonds of 
loving kindness. B ut now, instead of “  Love," “ Hate” 
and general bitterness is the ruling passion in many a 
family sinco the " saved ” and the " un-saved ” cannot 
be expected to  dwell together in harmony on earth. 
They make a  little Hell among themselves instead. In ­
stead of the Arm y lteing as they wish the world to 
believe—a blessing—i t  is quite the opposite, one of the 
greatest curses, from a religious point of view, of tho 
present century, as many thousands know to  the ir sorrow.

T h ere  is great interest taken in the way tho 37th year 
of the Advent of Modern Spiritualism is to be upheld m 
Melbourne. I t  is to  be hoped ’Spiritualists from all 
parts of the Colonics, New Zealand included, will aid by 
every means in their power to make the affair a  great 
and glorious success, and one tha t all Spiritualists will 
bo able to  look upon with satisfaction, and with thank­
fulness to  tho Creator of all who has deigned to  give his 
children the knowledge th a t death does not end life, but 
only brings us when tho change takes place into the ves­
tibule of tho great hereafter, the bright and beautiful 
summer land of which death is tho gate.

F rom a  private le tter received from'Melbourne I  learn 
tha t one of the sons of Mr. Hugh Junor Browne, whoso 
death was reported, as also somo communications from 
them through the mediumship of Mr. G. Spriggs, in 
tho Harbinger, has materialised himself a t  a  séance in 
Melbourne (at which the last-named gentleman was tho 
medium) and shown himself so plainly as to be well iden­
tified by a  lady (the writer of a  letter), who was present, 
and who knew him when in bodily form on earth. She 
states there can be no mistake, and fully identified him. 
I t  was without a  doubt Willy Browne, one of the sons 
of H . J .  Browne, w ho with his brother and another was 
drowned in the Bay by the foundering of tho vessel 
of which they were the owners.

W e  are glad to  see in a  late number of Light a very 
sensible letter on the impropriety of pandering to tho de­
mands of such men as Labouchcre, Lankcster and Cum­
berland, and submitting questions having such important 
bearings on the moral progress of mankind to a  money 
test. W e quite agreo with the writer, and think i t  a  
prostitution of good mediumship to  use it  for such a 
purpose. Contempt is tho best and to us the most natural 
attitude to assume towards such unreasonable bigots as 
they have shown themselves to  be.

S piritualistic  Burial Services are becoming quite com­
mon in  New Zealand. W e have observed reports of 
two or three lately in  the secular papers.
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H A N D  VS. MIND.
Oa How Ox* Skeptic was Made a Convert.

B y J .  Frederick Babcock, D. D. S.

It has occurred to  me tha t the relation of the mean* 
employed to destroy the skepticism of the writer and 
make of him a  warm convert to the tru th  of spirit return 
and communication, might possibly prove of as much 
general interest—especially as the methods used were 
unusual—as anything else he might tender as a  Christmas 
offering. I f  you should, per-chance, think likewise you 
are a t  liberty to  use the relation as you may best think 
desirable, b u t there is ono feature of the evidence which 
ought not to  be overlooked, and th a t is tha t it  is nearly,

6  .  ______ _______________________ J - ....... : . i_______ t  l i ­lt  not quite, impossible to  convey any adequate idea of it* 
force to  others, because it is so wholly personal—for in­
stance : I f  my hand is controlled to write by some power 
other than my own volition, and tha t hand, so controlled, 
writes truly upon things and events occurring miles away, 
of which my brain or mind knew nothing, no mortal 
being but myself can, in  tho very nature of things, have 
any evidence b u t my say so, and though the evidence 
may be to me entirely satisfactory, so tha t I can say bo 
yond all perndventure, " I  know,” yet I  cannot convey to 
any other person the same strength of evidence tha t is 
accorded to me.

Previous to  Ju ly , 1882, I  had, to  say the least, an 
extremely conservative opinion of tha t phenomena 
usually connected with what was termed Spiritualism ; in 
fact, i t  was impossible to  convince me that there was any­
thing in them which could not be explained by some 
natural law, even though they did not come under tho 
head of gross and wilful fraud. I  felt a  certain degree 
of contempt for all who urged the contrary, and looked 
upon them os possessing a  “ weak spot" in their make 
up. I  had never made any personal investigation of tho 
phenomena, and yet, like so many others, I felt sure tha t 
those who had, and who became convert«, were mistaken 
and laboring under a  delusion. Such was my general 
opinion previous to Ju ly , 1882. A t tha t time I  met a 
gentleman friend who related to me the details of a  mast 
remarkable alleged interview which ho had recently hold 
through a lady medium, Mrs. Daniel Smith of Hampden, 
Me., with his deceased brother, who had, only shortly 
liefore, met his death by a  drowning accident a t  Bar 
Harbor. The story as told me, coming from one in whom 
I could place every confidence as a  sharp and not easily 
humbugged man, impressed me so fully tha t I determined 
to accept the first opportunity and make some investiga­
tions for myself. Accordingly upon Sunday afternoon, 
July 2nd, 1882, I  rode to  Hampden, six miles away, and 
called upon Mrs. Smith, ¡»forming her that I had come 
for a  sitting, to which she assented after assuring me that 
she could not, in advance, promise me the least satisfac­
tion. I  purposely refrained from gh ing  her my name, 
having previously determined tha t from me she should get 
“  no points" whatever, if the most rigid reticence upon my 
part could prevent. The sitting proceeded and after 
entering the trance condition she made several attempts 
to articulate sentences, which I  could not clearly under­
stand and 1 became a t  once suspicious tha t she desired 
me to say something in response from which she might 
stand a  chance to  gain a  clue to my desires, but I  merely 
asserted tha t I could not understand her, when she sud­
denly reached forward and took my hand tracing in the 
palm of it, with her forefinger, the name “  Fannie," which 
certainly was the namo of a  formerly warm friend who 
died in Massachusetts, who never lived in Bangorr and 
one whom very few, if  any, in  this vicinity knew that I 
was acquainted with. As the name was w ritten I became 
interested, but I  would not accept its identity written in 
that manner, ns I  feared some trick in connection with 
it, therefore I said : «  Please repeat,” and as she did so 
she spelled each letter of the name aloud, “  F-a-n-n i-c."

Of course there could not then be any error in connec 
tion with tho certainty of tha t name being the one 
written, a  name far from my immediate thoughts a t  tho 
time, since I was earnestly thinking of my deceased 
father. Still I  was suspicious, though the medium and 
myself were u tte r  strangers. There were a  great many

“  Fannie»” in the world and out, and I »aid : “  Well, if 
you are Fannie, please give me your full namet How 
many sisters have you, and their names! (H er family 
remded many miles from the place ) How many photo­
graphs have I got of you, and where are the members of 
your family a t  the present tim et ( I  did not know) 
Also please name some of the places where we have been 
together T" These are questions which no possible trick 
could truthfully answer and yet all of them, together 
with many others of a  te»t character, were properly re­
plied to. She also volunteered the lemark : “ Do you 
remember that I took one of my photo» away from yo u r 
Which wa* true enough. Suddenly, while still preming 
the alleged Fannie as to further proof of her identity, she 
exclaimed :

“  Fred (my given name unknown to medium), we are 
only wasting time in talking through this medium. You 
are possess'd of far more inediumistic aUlity than she is, 
and all your spirit friend* can converse with, you much 
more readily in your own home. Take paper and 
pencil to  night in your room. Place yourself in  position 
to write and patiently await results; we will surely 
come to you and control your hand. Prom ire me that 
you will do *a"

She proceeded to urge me in the most earnest and im- 
pressive manner to  comply with her request. I scarcely 
knew what to think, 1 was taken so utterly by surprise. 
I  had relaxed none of my skepticism, but I  gave the 
promise, feeling tha t I oould do so safely enough, even 
though I was, or might lie, the subject of a  delusion, when 
Bcemingly very much pleased she bade me “good-by," and 
departed. Other purported spirit friends came and iden­
tified themselves perfectly, but I need not recount what 
occurred, «¡nee it  is not essential to the continuation of 
my story. Suffice i t  to  say tha t what had occurred wa* 
amply sufficient to arouse the most earnest thought and 
reflection. I left the medium’s presence in an exceedingly 
perplexed frame of mind. I knew not what to  believe. 
I  could not give up my prejudices so easily, and 1 had a 
vague suspicion tha t in some unknown manner there had 
been an nttempt made to delude me, but how f The lady 
medium was not a  professional, simply an aged fanner’s 
wife bearing the highest reputation among her neighlior*. 
She certainly knew nothing of some of the most private 
and secret things which these purported *pirit friends hod 
conversed with me upon ; therefore, how had the know­
ledge been obtained T 1 finally reasoned tha t there must 
lie some subtile and unknown law acting upon her organ­
ism and my own which must account for it  however 
unsatisfactorily. That it oould be spirits of tho dead 
seemed to me then utterly prej*osterous and inadmissible, 
whatever else might prove to be the solution, but tha t 
night, brushing all previous theories aside, I took paper 
and pencil in hand and awaited results; meanwhile I 
interested myself in reading-a newspajier which I manip­
ulated with tin* unengaged hand. 1 had no faith whatever 
in the promise of the afternoon, and at the end of thirty 
minutes, as nothing had transpired, I smiled to  myself at 
the thought of my own foolish credulity, intending in 
another instant to abandon any further attempt at inves­

tigation , when suddenly my hand commenced to twitch 
or je rk  itself over the paper, and while such action served 
to secure* my undivided attention and arrest my design 
of ceasing all endeavor, still I regarded tin* action as an 
involuntary one caused by probable f digue of the muscles 
controlling my hand and arm, or else some other (orm of 
nervous muscular action, but as I reached such a  con­
clusion the hand steadied down and slowly, very »lowly, 
wrote the name “ Fannie,” which was repeated many 
times, together with simple “  yes ” or “  no ” answer* to 
questions asked. 1 watched the hand move slowly nnd 
laboriously, nnd intently studied it* action. I knew that 
voluntarily I hod absolutely nothing whatever to do with 
its motion, but I decided tha t unconscious mental and 
muscular action must account for it  especially as there 
was nothing written, on this first occasion, which wa* 
necessarily in opposition to that theory. This experiment 
continu'd for some two hours, but it wa* in its action 
almost like a  child’s first attempt at tracing letter* or 
words. The sentences were short, containing but ft »inglo 
idea, and it was only a* I became developed tha t they
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wrote cosily, in their own natural hand, many pages at a 
time, embracing many ideas and subjects. A t this timo, 
however, Sunday evening, July 2nd, 1882, I  was lost 
in amazement and I determined tha t whatever the 
phenomenon might be due to it was decidedly interesting, 
even ¿{exceedingly perplexing.

My experiments continued a t  intervals, but without 
conquering my skepticism, until the night of the 4th, 
when I  retired to bed exceedingly tired and sleepy ; I 
think never more so in my life, but I found that I could 
not sleep, something wholly unusual. I was never beforo 
so restless, various muscles in my body seemed to  bo 
continually in motion. I t  wns midnight, and I could 
assign no cause for such an unusual state of things. I 
essayed to throw oil* the impression which had taken 
possession of me tha t I ought to arise and take the pencil, 
by all possible means, but in vain. I  tried to  ignore it 
as a  delusion connected with my nervousness. I  reasoned 
upon it  ns such and to get up was most to be avoided 
because I wns so exhausted ; and ns a  result of that 
reasoning 1 finally decided that I  would not get up, and 
defiantly said so aloud ; but instantly a  crash occurred (I 
can liken it to nothing else) in my head together with n 
noise like an explosion, accompanied by an nppearance of 
“  zigzag ” lightning, and in my fright 1 rose up leaning 
upon my arm. I t  all occurred in the fraction of a  second 
and seemed exactly as though a  heavy charge of electricity 
had been stored in my brain and instantly exploded, but 
I  quickly changed my determination and concluded thai 
I  would heed the impression and get up. I took my 
pencil and placed its |K>int upon the edge of a  magazine 
leaf, when the hand commenced to  mo"o and the word 
“  Dress ” appeared. "  Droll !*’ I repeated aloud in 
astonishment.

"Y es, dress," said the hand.
For the first time I begun to grasp the idea tha t my 

“  unconscious-mind ”  and “  dormant-faculty ” theories 
were nonsense, because for me to w illingly dress under 
such circumstances was mere folly. I hesitated when 
again the word “  Dress " appeared and I began to specu­
late in my mind tha t perhaps something was to occur that 
needed my presence, dressed and ready. I put on my 
pants and vest very reluctantly, Lecausc I could not 
overcome the feeling tha t after all it  seemed very 
ridiculous, but 1 inquired : "  Anything more ?" The hand 
replied:

“ Yes your coat, lwiots, necktie and collar."
I  asserted that I thought I  was already sufficiently 

dressed to meet any emergency, and the hand wrote :
•• Do as I tell you—dress !"
I  demurred no longer, but amazed lrcyond expression, 

complete«! my toilet, after which I  said : "  I  have done 
us you rc«|uest—what next?" The hand wrote in answer: 
“  My will, my will.”

“  Your will ? I  never knew before tha t you left any 
w ill! Do you wish me to  do anything about it?"

The hand wrote: N o ! n o !! My will, my will,” and 
for a  moment I was puzzled, wjien suddenly i t  occurred 
to  me tha t she referred to  her mental will. “  Do you 
mean," I said, “ tha t tliip is simply an exhibition of your 
will power over me V  /

“Yes, tha t’s it," wrote the hand, and for what purpose? 
I  inquired. ( /

“To show it, and to convince you tha t I  can come bock 
to you "

“  Well, Fannie, if tha t is your object in getting mo up 
a t  this timo of night and putting me to all this trouble, 
considering how tired I  was, you must la) satisfied with 
your experiment.”

The hand replied: “ Yes, thanks! I  have often wished 
you would write to  me "—to  which I  made appropriate 
answer..

The conversation thus inaugurated continued for moro 
than an hour, and was of such a  character, so wholly 
foreign to  anything contained in my own mind, th a t I 
then and there cast aside all previous prejudice and 
determined to thoroughly investigate the m atter upon tho 
basis of spirit return, and from that timo I  did so. No 
language can give expression to the emotion of awe that 
took possession of me tha t night as tho hand w rote: “ I, 
Fannie, am standing a t  your side, controlling your hand

to w r i t e a w o ,  because of tho overpowering realization 
tha t the assertion must bo true, th a t thero could be no 
other possiblo explanation to account for what was then 
written. I had exhausted all others tha t the moat earnest 
skepticism could suggest, b u t without avail. The hand 
was inexorable and persistently wrote :

“ W e are spirits of the dead."
As timo passed the writing improved very rapidly. 

From its " A  B C," it wont on quickly until it  easily 
encompassed many pages a t  a  time Three other persons, 
viz.: My father, Capt, E. E. S., and Mr. W . R. L., (the 
last named the drown«*! brother of my friend before 
alluded to) gradually acquired control of iny hand and, 
with one exception, they all wrote in the ir natural, earth- 
life, handwriting, carrying on a t  all times a  w ritten con­
versation as freely as w’ould have been tho case were all 
of them with mo face to  face. Upon very many occasions, 
in fact it  was a  common tiling, the hand informed my 
mind of events th a t were transpiring miles away and of 
which I  wns utterly ignorant, b u t which subsequent 
investigation invariably prov«xl true in every detail.

Upon other occasions tho hand would carry on an 
obstinately contested argument with my mind in exactly 
the same manner tha t two individuals in this life might 
do, the hand frequently urging the mind to do th a t which 
sometimes it  was exceedingly ropugnont for it  to  do, and 
several times finally refused to do, after long and earnest 
entreaty of tho hand, though, of course, such refusal was 
accompanied by reasons which the hand would nearly 
always acknowledge as satisfactory. Upon one occasion 
the door bell rang while“w riting in my room and I  inquired 
us incredulously os ever: "  Can you tell mo who is a t 
the door ?’’

“ Yes," wrote the hand ; “  it is your cousin Willie."
Now I had only ju s t returned from Bar H arbor and 

had left this same cousin there with no design of return­
ing for several weeks and a t  such a  reply I felt chagrined 
and disappointed, because I  felt th a t the assertion was 
not, and could not, under the circumstances, be tru e ; 
but the servant who nnswoixid tin  bell came to my door 
nnd said : “ Your cousin WUlio is a t the door and says 
your sister is coming homo from Bar H arbor to-morrow." 
I t  seems th a t tho entire party had changed their plans 
since I knew anything about them, and he had come direct 
from the boat to my house to make the announcement 
th a t he did, but how did the hand possess the knowledge 
vs. my mind, tha t he was a t  the door? Again the hand 
(W. It. L.) gave my mind tho details of a  friend’s—his 
brother’s—marriage, the temperature of the day upon 
which i t  occurred, its full date, part of those present, the 
place, and how they travelled to reach it, all events which 
occurred thirteen years ago among strangers to  me at 
the time, and of which I  personally knew nothing what­
ever, but careful inquiry certified to the facts as known 
and related to  me by my hand.

Once more, the hand told me th a t a  gentleman friend 
of mine had secretly gone on a  certain day to  visit Mrs. 
Smith, the medium a t Hainpdon. I went to  the gentle­
man and fiatlv told him that ho had done os the hand had 
informed nie lie had. His astonishment was intense, as 
he acknowledged its. truth, because he averred tha t he had 
not told any living person of it, having taken a  whim not 
to  do so.

A t still another time the hand spoke of my having an 
“  Aunt Ellen " in the Spirit-world, tha t she was my 
father’s sister, nnd, upon inquiry, th a t she died before I 
was born. Personally I  felt sure tha t the statement was 
erroneous sinco I had never heard her name mentioned 
before, and neither had tho remaining numbers of my 
family, b u t some one suggested looking a t  the record of 
my deceased grandfather’s family bible, and upon doing 
so thero was tho entry of “  Ellen" who died at the age of 
six months, many years beforo I  was born. One moro 
illustration and I finish them. One evening while sitting 
with a  warm friend in his office, and writing, I remarked 
tha t I  did not think raps were of any particular conse­
quence to  mo, t«cause I could converse so easily by 
writing, when tho hand controlled by my father, sa id :

"Y es, they are; let's have them now."
Instantly they began, loud and distinct, continuing for 

quite a  while in every portion of the room. I have now
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given a sufficient number of example*—though not a 
thousandth part either in variety or number—to make 
the inquiry pertinen t: W hat was the intelligence that 
caused my hand to  bo so well acquainted with facts and 
familiar with subject«, of which I  personally knew 
nothing whatever 1 The hand itself said it was controlled 
by the spirits of my dead friends announcing their names 
in every instance ; and ju s t here le t me say tha t it was a 
very frequent occurrence for me to desire to talk with 
some particular one of them, and would so announce, 
when some other one would take control and say tha t the 
one I  especially desired to talk to  was temporarily absent, 
or otherwise engaged, which, of course, was just contrary 
to my own desire and wishes.

Now those who do not assert tha t my story is an entire 
fabrication from beginnning to  end, and of course I  alone 
can know i t  to  be true, must acknowledge the presence 
of some intelligent force as the control of my hand, and 
when such admitted force calls itself a  spirit of the dead, 
what shadow of right lias any one to say tha t it lies or is 
mistaken f

To recapitulate: W hat force is it  and whence does it 
originate, which infiltrated my hand with the truthful 
knowledge of events occurring miles d istan t! to  be 
cognisant of things which liappened years ago! to  recog 
nise my relative a t  the door ! to  announce the existence 
of a strange relative! All, knowledge tha t I, personally 
was utterly unaware of in the  remotest manner. And 
what causal the raps to  instantly follow the promise of 
the writing, or induced my hand to  carry on a spirited 
and earnest argument with my mind, contesting it 
obstinately point by point! I f  any person can give me 
any rational theory which will account for these instances, 
nay, any one of them, outside th a t of the hand itself, 
viz.: spirits of the dead, then I  will adopt i t  willingly, 
but I caution them now th a t “  nervous action," “  uncon­
scious cerebral action,” “  unconscious muscular action,” 
the "  dormant faculty theory ” o r any similar hypothesis 
will not be accepted ns a  rational explanation, unless they 
will demonstrate how any one of these oft asserted theories 
can be possessed of a  knowledge, in hundreds of instances, 
foreign to th a t of my own m ind! B ut if, perchance, 
there are those who are so wise in their own conceit tha t 
they regard themselves as equal to  the emergency up to 
this point, let them bo not too hasty since I  have, in the 
natural order of things, reserved perhaps the strangest 
l*rtion of my story for its close. For nearly three 
months this writing continued as freely as in our worldly 
conversation; it  occurred a t  any and all times, without 
regard to place—in fact, whenever I  choose. I found the 
controls evincing all tho emotions common to their former 
every-day life; they were merry, grave or sad {as the 
occasion befitted, the ir sentiments* and affections were the 
same os when here, b u t I cannot enlarge further upon 
these topics. W hile w riting they frequently asserted 
that this.phase was “ soon to  be abandoned for a more 
rapid and satisfactory means of communication," which 
they intimated was to be my speech, and during this 

-period they made to  me, what seemed, many extravagant 
promises and predictions which have not been, and I  do 
not believe can be, fulfilled. Upon the 17th of Sept., 
1882* everything was progressing exactly as usual, when 
suddenly the control grew weaker and weaker until on 
the 18th, only a  single word would appear a t  each attempt, 
and this word was repeated over and over again through 
the endeavours of the 1 8th and 1 9th, when, on the 20th 
the control ceased utterly  and completely and to this day 
has never again returned. T hat word was "courage 
courage, courage." I ,  of course, inquired the moaning of 
•uch an unusual state  of affairs. The hand replied: 
"You are about to .need  all the courage you possess.” 
And from th a t moment to  the present time there has not 
«*n vouchsafed me a  single word of writing or explana­
tion of any so rt whatever, although I  have tried hundreds 
of times to secure tho writings return, sitting hour after 
hour, a« patiently ns possible, with pencil in hand, hoping,

it  has thus far provon, against hope, until now I  have 
•Imost abandoned all hone.

If there are those who assert tha t I  or some subtile 
power connected w ith myself, did all the writing unaided 
*na could be secretly possessed of knowledge tha t I was

wholly unconscious of possessing, and will inform me 
why it is tha t under tho same circumstances I am not 
able, but perfectly powerless, to accomplish the same 
n*ulU now, they will nea tly  aid me in my perplexity. 
I apprehend, however, that I cannot look forward to  any 
encouragement from that source worthy of consideration. 
I am perplexed beyond measure because of the long 
silence, and I ask myself many time*: “ Can it be 
possible that my spirit friends should wantonly excite my 
interest to  the extent tha t they did, and in such a manner, 
and then alandon all further effort T" And as I think, it 
seems incredible ; i t  seems unworthy of them ; still, I am, 
so to speak, in the “ slough of despond,” and if there is to 
be no future in this connection I  frequently feel tha t my 
last state is worse than my first, and wish tha t I  had been 
left contented in my ignorance, and yet the hand once 
wrote : “  Pin your faith to u i  W e will never deceive 
you." To my friends in tho faith I would say : Have 
you over known of a  similar case, and how has it rvaulted 
finally! I  should be gratified could I learn iU dotails, 
hoping therefrom to find renewed courage and an incentive 
to continued effort.

Bangor, Maine.

REV . DR. J .  P. NEW M AN ON SPIRITUALISM , Ac.

U nder the heading of “ Food for Thought," the &ia 
Franisco Oall publishes an account of an interview with 
the above eminent divine. W e extract the follow­
ing, having reference to his views on Spiritualism, 
from which it will be seen tha t he is a  believer in the 
Ministry of Angels :—

“ John P. Newman holds so advanced a  position in the 
ranks of scholarship and theology tliat his name is 
familiar to  all the thinkers of America. While various 
circumstances have tended to bring him into the direct 
notice of the masses as a  traveller whose experience has 
been varied, os an author whoso l>ooks are read, os a 
preacher whose sermons aro listened to, and as n friend 
whose advice is sought by men who stand, socially and 
mentally, far above the common herd of humanity, this 
much may be truthfully said of the Rev. Dr. Newman. 
Although already recognised os one of the leaders of tho 
Methodist Church, Dr. Newman was first brought pro­
minently .liefore the general public as chaplain of the
U.S. Senate, and personal friend and pastor of Ulysses
S. Grant, a t  the time when the latter held the chief 
executive office of the nation. Since then his life has 
been subjected to the broad light of popular scrutiny, 
and his doings and sayings have been commented upon 
in tho press of the country. In years long gone by, John
P. Newman and Lefaxul Stanford were schoolmates and 
when a day of bitter trial came to the latter he turned 
to  tho companion of his boyhood for sympathy and con­
solation. This circumstance explains the coming of Dr. 
Newman to San Francisco for the express purpose of 
delivering a  funeral oration over the liody of Governor 
Stanford’s son."

Tho first interrogations of the reporter were in regard 
to his church N ations, plans for the future, opinion of 
California, Ac. These we pass over, and commence with 
the relation of his

REMARKABLE CURB THROUGH CLAIRVOYANCE.
“ Several years ago you were m i  pleased to be dying, until 
the rumour reached us that you had been cured in some 
remarkable way. As you certainly appear to l*o the 
embodiment of health now, would you mind telling mo 
how your cure was effected V

“ N ot in the least, for it  touches upon the unknown 
powers of the human brain. My health failed, and kept 
steadily failing, until a t  last I was sick unto death. 
Medical men of high repute were called in consultation, 
and then others and other*, until a  small regiment of 
doctors had diagnosed my com- ami tilled my l»ody with 
drugs. They differed widely ns to  the nature of tho 
disease and its proper treatment, and among thorn 
managed to endow me with almost all the organic ills 
that flesh is heir to. Finally they managed to agree on 
the ono point that the hour of my death was near at 
hand. After all hope seemed gone my dear wife decided 
to  make one last effort. Without my knowledge, she
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cut dff a lock of my hair and took it  to a  lady in New 
York, who was said to have a mysterious gift. This lady 
belonged to a  highly respectable family, and never exer­
cised her so called powers of clairvoyance for any mer-

S end. Takiq^tho lock of hair into her hand, she 
' afterward passed into a  state of trance, and 

while "apparently sleeping, murmured : “ Gallstones. He 
must drink sweet oil and seidlitz powders.” Then she 
awoke, and my wife came to  mo with the story, and 
pleaded with me to  follow the advice. Among all the 
medical suggestions, or assertions, rather, a  possibility 
tha t the trouble arose from gallstones had been omitted. 
I  treated the clairvoyant’s  dream as an absurdity, but, 
after long urging, agreed to take the harmless medicines 
out of consideration, for my wife’s anxiety, and her 
desire to leave no chanco untried. I  swallowed a  quan­
tity  of sweet oil and the powders as prescribed, and to 
my astonishment and delight was soon rid of twenty- 
eight gallstones. My illness disappeared, my strength 
returned, and since then I  have been a  conqmratively 
sound and hearty man. The lady who brought me this 
good service died, and some of the clergy hesitated to 
perform the rites of burial. I  gladly accepted the duty, 
and over her coflin acknowledged the debt I  owed 
her. No man can satisfactorily explain the mysterious 
mental power of the woman. Hut tha t she hod been 
given some force beyond the reach of most other mortals 
I cannot and do not doubt.’’

IIIS VIEW8 ON 8PIRITUALI8M.
“ One more query, Doctor, and the interviewer will 

withdraw. I f  you do not wish to answer it, I  will make 
no mention of its asking. Arc you a  Spiritualist t ” 

"Y our question, my young friend, might be embar­
rassing to  some people in my position, but I am perfectly 
willing to answer it. I am not a  believer in the prac­
tices of those who are commonly known as Spiritualists, 
b u t I will not surrender a great Bible tru th  liecause it 
has been perverted for mercenary purposes. I  do not 
believe that all the good a  saint possesses is a t his death 
withdrawn from the world. I  do not believe tha t heaven is 
a  place where only the twanging of lmrps is heard, but I 
do believe tha t it is neither a  selfish place nor a  lazy 
place. I most sincerely believo that Christ and his 
apostles, and the saints, are at the present moment 
intensely active in rescuing men from evil, and tha t the 
disemlrtxlied are in a  condition to do more good than the 
embodied; which good they accomplish through the 
subtle influences they may exert on the mind of man— 
by suggesting trains of thought, and by mental communi­
cations of the reality of which each man must l*e his own 
judge. I could not believe the Bible, if I did not be­
lieve this, for no other tru th  is shown in i t  so con­
spicuously, from Genesis to  Revelations. My views on 
this subject are based on broad biblical and philosophical 

nds.”
T H E POSSIBILITY OF MATERIALIZATION.

H |n  this connection it  may be pertinent for me to ask 
yaji if you believe in the materialisation' of spirits, and 
the apparently miraculous lifting of a  human being from 
the surface of the earth, in M eet opposition to the 
accepted laws of gravitation ?” A

“  So far as money-getting /mediums ’ are concerned, 
no. I  have not investigated the subject with sufficient 
thoroughness to give a  decided answer on the general 
proposition, but I quite believe in the possibility of 
materialisation and levitation. Of the latter we have 
good evidence in the removal of Phillip from the Valley 
of Roses to Azotus, on the coast of Philistia. The 
miracles performed by Christ were expressions of the 
power given him by knowledge. He suldued nature 
because he thoroughly understood the constituent quali­
ties of nature. Science is gradually developing some of 
the mysteries tha t were known to the Son of Mary in 
the centuries gone by, and as scicnco advances we draw 
nearer to Christ, and not further from him. All of his 
allusions to nature were scientifically accurate, and I  am 
filled with the belief th a t the day is approaching when 
Christ will be universally acknowledged as the true 
source of light, as the Prince of Scientists.”

«600 will be paid fo r any caw  th a t Hop Bittcre will not cure or 
help . Doubt not. See.

SPIR IT U A L M EDITATIONS.
By a n  M.D.

. No. I.
M a k i n g  every allowance for all diversities of mental 
calibre one meets with in every-day life, the  attitude of 
the public mind towards Spiritualism is somewhat sur­
prising, more especially to the newly initiated.

Never since the human race has tabled its  history in 
records now extant, appears a generation of mankind to 
have been more favoured than we are. Never has our 
little world of sense—this dark valo of flitting shadows 
—been illumed from the bright realms of spirits as it  is 
now. Only a  favoured few had occasional glimpses 
beyond tha t veil, so thin and yet so impressionable to 
the human eye, which separates us from the unseen 
world.

Now our intercourse with the denizens of tha t world 
has been raised to a  system. They come to us with 
their priceless revelations as to  our nature and destiny, 
whenever and wherever we invite them, if  we only com­
ply with the conditions they require to manifest their 
presence.

Yet, most stupendous as this well established indu­
bitable fact is in its bearings on philosophy and religion, 
on every department of human knowledge and human 
thought, it  is all but ignored by the majority of those 
who could verify i t  for themselves a t  any time, if so 
inclined, but can not or will not see the light tha t has 
dawned upon them.

Once upon a  time I  invited to  a  seance a t  my house' 
a  number of friends and acquaintances of diverse shades 
of religious opinion; even some clergymen were asked, 
but failed to put in an appearance. I  had a reliable 
powerful medium in attendance, and in spite of the most 
incongruous circle I  could have selected, the affair proved 
an unqualified success. A fter a  scries of very demon­
strative physical phenomena we had an address in the 
direct voice, and nearly an hour’s conversation with the 
invisibles, one of whom a t last closed tho sitting with a 
most emphatic, "  May God bless you all.”

Remembering with what intense interest I had greeted 
a t  the commencement of my own investigation of this 
all-important subject the slightest manifestation of in ­
telligence independent o f  brain, I felt convinced tha t the 
overpowering proof of such intelligence I  had given to 
my visitors would in some a t  least awaken a  like interest 
and induce them to further study and investigation. 
W ith this end in view I  placed my library a t  their dis­
posal. But alas for the diversities of human natu re! 
Whatever may have been the effect on the ir minds of 
what they saw and heard tha t night, I saw none subse­
quently, excepting perhaps, tha t these who previously 
were in the habit of scoffing observed a  wise reserve 
whenever the subject of Spiritualism was mooted in 
their presence and with this purely negative result of my 
endeavours I  had to content myself. One of the German 
philosophers, I think it was Hegel — ascribes to laziness 
and cowardice the fact of so many pcoplo being content 
to glide through life in tha t narrow groove they find 
themselves placed in by the accident of birth and educa­
tion. If we add to these tha t indifference with regard to 
the spiritual, that total abandonment to the purely phy­
sical, so characteristic of our age, wo have enumerated the 
three chief causes why our glorious revealments from the 
spirit-world revolutionise the human world so impercep­
tibly. Even among the highly cultured the majority are 
of the type of mind represented by Huxley, who when 
asked to join in an investigation of certain psychical phe­
nomena, declined on the ground tha t he did not believe 
they were facts, but tha t even if they were proved to  him 
as such they did not interest him. But indifference, 
laziness and cowardice can only retard the general accept­
ance of the glorious truths vouchsafed to us. They can 
not prevent their ultimate acceptance, and their retarding 
it is no doubt in accordance with the “ eternal fitness of 
things.” All growth, both physical and mental, to be 
healthy, must be gradual; all sudden changes are in­
variably followed by reactions tending in the opposite 
direction. Spirituality, even only a  firm conviction of 
the reality of the spirit-world, can not bo forced on an
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ace lost in complete oblivion of this reality. Tho public 
wind has to  be educated up to  it, and he is but a  super­
ficial observer who fails to  perceive tha t this education 
is steadily progressing. . . . ■

There is nothing so convincing as the eloquence of 
facts, those corner-stones and pillars of the great temple 
of truth. Millions have already openly embraced Spirit­
ualism, and value it  as the pearl beyond price. As great 
a number, perhaps, if not more, though. convinced of the 
reality of spirit intercourse, Nicodemus-like, from pru­
dential wordly considerations stand aside. Public 
opinion, as expressed in its mouthpiece, the press, from 
being decidedly unfriendly and antagonistic, has become, 
on the whole, tolerant. Even th a t most conservative of 
all human institutions—the pulpit—has somewhat 
changed its tone of b itte r violent denunciation.

On the whole, then, tho spiritual outlook is by no 
means gloomy. W hat should be the attitude of tho in- 
dividual Spiritualist ? This question is answered in very 
different ways. I  have heard sincere and earnest men 
say: Our cause stands on the firm basis of undoubted 
fact; it  is of God, and must prevail in the end. Why 
should we try  to make proselytes ? W hy cast our pearl 
before swine? Living a  life of selfish isolation, these 
good folks quite forget th a t it was through the aid of 
others they found this pearl, and th a t the first principle 
of our grand moral code is to make tho good of others 
our chief aim in  life. There is another class of Spirit­
ualists of equally small value to our cause, well-meaning 
enthusiasts, wont to  obtrude i t  on others in season and 
out of season, not unfrequently on minds the most un- 
receptive. They really do cast the pearl before swine, 
and their ill-directed zeal does more harm than good. 
Their very indignation on finding their proselytising 
efforts unsuccessful is proof palpable of their own little 
self playing too prominent a  part in these efforts.

Heaven) forbid tha t we should ever fail to  aid and 
guide a  struggling soul, seeking for the light tha t shines 
on our own, or tha t worse still, we should fail to  defend 
our grand cause, whenever and wherever it is attacked in 
our presence. But a  little experience cannot fail to 
convince us, if wo possess but a  modicum of tha t most 
desirable quality called tact, tha t in daily life and in 
the intercourse with our fellow-men, a  wise reserve is the 
best policy. Let us w ait for the knock, before we open 
the door, and not stand a t  the  open portals of our 
temple, inviting all and sundry who are passing to  enter 
it. The knocks to  a  watchful ear will come often enough, 
be they ever so faint.

That those to whom tho gift is given, should hold it a 
sacred duty to join the  army of our workers on the ros­
trum or in literature, is self-evident. W e must always 
bear in mind how much wo owe to  those who have fear­
lessly laboured in these fields for us, and should joyfully 
join in their efforts, though our contributions may only 
bo like the widow’s mite.

BOUNCE A N D  BUSINESS.

Mr. L abouciiere, a  well-known and clever English 
Journalist, has recently stultified Truth  by publishing 
in the journal of th a t name a  most untruthful letter, 
being an attack on Spiritualists in general and Mr. 
Eglinton in particular. Tho letter exhibits the bitterest 
animus against the whole cult, who are denominated 
“ credulous dolts,” whilst Air. Eglinton is freely abused 
with such epithets, as “ knave,” “ cheat,” “ rogue," 
“humbug,” “vagabond,” Ac. To use such epithets against 
any respectable man outside of Spiritualism would subject 
the writer and publisher to a  criminal action or heavy 
damages for libel, but Mr. Labouchere has taken a 
cowardly advantage of the non-recognition by law of 
spiritual phenomena to  insult and traduce a  man whose 
Public career has been unsullied, and who is known and 
honored by hundreds of men equal in social position to 
Air. labouchere, and certainly more ju s t and philosophical 
than he has shown himself to  be. Air. L. has taken into 
partnership with him in his anti-spiritual campaign the 
ex-butcher’s  clerk, Charles Garner, alias Stuart 
Cumberland, nnder which namo he has attained 
some notoriety in  thought-reading experiments, and

with tho view of making a big show published 
a  challenge of two thousand pounds first that Mr. Eglinton 
does not produce the so-called spiritual phenomena in the 
presence of a committee of which Labouchere A Co. are 
to  form a  part, but if he should “  succeed in getting the 
spirits to demonstrate,” M r. Cumberland would under­
take to explain away such demonstrations by natural 
causes to  the satisfaction of the committee, failing which 
he would be willing to forfeit his share of the amount. 
In  a  well-written and dignified letter to the Pall Mall 
Gazette, Air. Eglinton shows the unfitness of Messrs. 
Labouchere A Cumberland for the position of unbiassed 
observers, and offers to submit himself or the phenomena 
occurring through him to tho examination of a  committee 
of gentlemen of good reputation, who have not committed 
themselves to a  hostile attitude before tho experiments 
have commenced, and in a  subsequent issuo appears the 
following letter from Signor Damiani, which if Labouchere 
<fc Co. mean fair play they cannot reasonably refuse to 
take up. W e are inclined, however, to think tha t in 
view of the unexpected danger to  their “thousands,” they 
will endeavor to wriggle out of i t  by insisting on their 
own or some other impossible conditions:—
“ To Henry Labouchere, Esq., AI.P.

S ir,—I n the columns of this journal, under date of 31st 
ult., I  find it stated tha t you “  have no faith in tho 
Spiritualistic quackery, and are willing to  give £1,000 
for the pleasure of being converted to the belief tha t the 
slate-writing occurring in the presence of Air. W. Eglinton 
is not the result of trickery.” As ono of those who liavo 
publicly attested to  both tho reality of the phenomenon 
and the straightforwardness of Mr. W . Eglinton in tho 
matter, I  shall take up the cudgels in defence of truth, of 
Air. Eglinton, and of my powers of penetration. I, 
therefore, propose tha t you and I  shall deposit tho sum 
of £1,000 each in  the hands of a  well-known London 
banker, and then empanel a  jury of eight gentlemen, four 
on each side (to consist exclusively of men of independent 
position, members of the learned professions, and literary 
men), in whose presence Air. Eglinton shall sit (I having 
obtained his consent for that) for the production of 
psychography. I f  the majority of the jury shall say that 
the writing between the closed and locked slates-has been 
produced by legerdemain, the £ 2,000 will.be handed to 
you; if they dccido vie« versa the £2,000 will lie mine 
Should you accept this challenge we shall fix the supple 
mentary conditions of the meeting os to  time, Ac.—I  am 
Sir, truly yours, G. D amiani.

29, Colville-road, Notting Hill,
January 7th.

P.S.—A fter having, with your permission, settled this 
question of slate-writing, I  shall be happy to meet you 
again with a £1,000 or two, to  decide whether Spiritual­
ism is quackery o r the greatest evont of this barltarous 
age. I t  is lamentable tha t questions of such importance 
can but be decided by the only argument of any value in 
these materialistic times of £ .  s. d.—G. D.”

[Since the foregoing was in type we have received 
Liqht for January 17th, mhich contains further cor­
respondence, reprinted fromnhe Pall Mall Gazette. As 
we surmised, conditions arc insisted upon by Mr. 
Labouchere tha t would prevent the possibility of agree­
ment, though Air. Damaini appears willing to make any 
reasonable concession, and went so far as to accept Mr 
Ray Lankcster, the seizor of Slade's slate, as manager of 
the affair, on behalf of Labouchere and Co. If our 
readers want to  know something more about Garner, 
alias Cumberland, we would refer them to tho Harbinger 
for January, 1881.—E d. H .o f  L t.]

We have received the first five numbers of tho New 
York Beacon Light, a  four-page Spiritualistic paper, 
edited and published by Mrs. M. L. Williams the cele­
brated materialising medium whose remarkable powers 
in this phenomenal sphere are well presented in Kate 
Irving’s recently published book, « Clear Light from the 
Spirit-world.” I t  is not often tha t mediums of this class 
can find time and energy sufficient for literary work, but 
Airs Williams is an exception, and aided by her spirit 
friends she has succeeded in producing a  very creditable 
and interesting sheet
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T H E  TA BLE PHENOM ENA./ __
“  I  have known tho table to  rise and sway, and rap to 
music; and it, a t  my request, in the presence of all the 
circle, and in tho light, would frequently bid us "good-

» ” by rising an ¿g iv ing  three times three, in blows 
d as to shake the whole room, and to be heard by 

persons occupying tho ground floor of the building where 
the circle was hold.

In  our own circle as well as in others, I have been 
surprised a t  receiving instructions, by tilting of the table, 
as to  our houre of meeting, being punctual, to  sing, and 
who were or wero not to  be admitted to sit with us, all 
rapped out in regular alphabetical order, and corrected 
if not understood. And often short message»», conveying 
much in little, would come to us in this way quite unex­
pectedly, and without any one present having prompted 
them. Indeed, so intimately associated, were tho phen­
omena received through the table a t  our circle, with those 
of a  more pronounced character, th a t I was forced to 
admit the fact in the face of my own scepticism and 
opposition, and to frankly acknowledge the presence of a 
force controlled by an independent intellicence, which, 
under certain conditions, acted very like a human being, 
tho difference botwixt its method of acting, and tha t of 
ourselves, consisting, in many respects, of the display of 
a  superior knowledge of the occult forces of nature, and 
its application of them in our presenco to  the visible 
moving of heavy bodies with o r without muscular con­
ta c t”—Dauntin't Evidences, page 115.

TH E LATE W ILLIA M  HOW1TT.

W illiam H owitt, whilst in earth-life, was known as a 
Christian Spiritualist, accepting only ns reliable those 
communications which harmonised with his interpreta­
tion of Christ’s nnture and mission. From the following 
communication, received through a  reliable medium a t a 
circle, where one of tho members was personally known 
to  him when in the !>ody, it  would apj>enr tha t he has 
somewhat modified his views since entering into spirit- 
life :—

May the spirit of peace and love guide and direct 
you all, my friends. The work which was given 
mo to do whilo I was on earth I performed to the 
best of my ability. I may have been sovoro a t  times 
in  my judgments and criticisms; but for theso I  must 
plead my ignorance. Though I  have found far more 
congenial work here, I look back upon my earthly career 
with satisfaction. My spiritual sight was weak and 
immature; nor could I relinquish my firm belief in Jesus 
of Nazareth ; but now I  know that it was tho spirit that 
dwelt in him that was tho C hrist; this means the Divine 
love, and I  have found a  fuller significance in tha t word 
here than ever I did when I  was in the earth-life. How 
true it is, also, tha t in this world there are " many man­
sions," many circles, many states, in whjch the soul 
develops its natural faculties. Would tha t tho Spiritu­
alists in your life understood th is : and also tha t they 
would offer up the prayer of Jesjfo, “  Forgive us our 
trespassi-s os wC forgive them that trespass against us.” 
W ithout this forgiving spirit th e  soul cannot l»c happy. 
Tins life, as you know, is truly a  continuation of the 
earthly life, but a  higher development of it. W e are 
brothers hero, and workers in love for tho advancement 
and welfare of others.

(In  reply to a  question)—Gautama may have been an 
earlier incarnation of the Christ tha t was in Jesus. For, 
as Solomon said of old, “ There is no new thing under 
the sun.” You have all lived in the body many times 
before. There is no cessation, but continual change, and 
the soul carries with i t  into its new habitation all the 
good itliosacquired in tho present one. The earth on which
you tread was derived from the pleroma of tho sun_
from the life of tho great luminary. That which we call 
chaos is not confusion and disorder, but undeveloped 
life, and your scientists are beginning to discover that 
the very air you breathe is full of life germs. I t  is so, 
also, in the world in which I  am, and each of us draws 
from our aerial environment tha t which he requires, and

is capable of assimulating. Above all is the Great Spirit, 
who is tho Life of all, and in whose life we participate!
I  wish you all to  understand more particularly tha t your 
present life, with all its apparent drawbacks and troubles, 
is an education and a  preparation for a  higher, a  happier! 
and a  bettor life.

(In  reply to  a  question)—Yea ; when Christ said, •• Of ' 
these stones could God raise up children to  Abraham," 
ho referred to the evolution of all life in  your globe from 
elementary forms. Believe mo there is much tha t is wi** 
and beautiful in the New Testament, and let me recoin- 
mend you to  draw out from that, as from everything else, 
the good which it  coutains.

(After a  pause)—How many noble and true-hearted 
sou Is pass from your lifo into ours who wore almost if not 
altogether unknown in tho birth-world ! Men and women 
who did their work silently and w ithout observation, 
labouring for others, and sacrificing themselves for the 
welfare of their fellow creatures, w ithout the hope or 
even tho thought of reward.

I wish you all every enjoyment tha t this life can 
afford you. You, my friend (addressing himself to the 
magnetiser,) are far upon the road tha t conducts you to 
this land of peace; and although your physical eyesight 
is failing you, there is no failure of your dependence in 
the Great Father of us all. W ILLIA M  HOWITT.

T H E  LYCEUM.

Mb. E. 0 . H a v i l a n d ,  who succeeded Mr. C. Johnston as 
Conductor of the Lyceum during the last session, has 
l»cen called nway to Sydney, and on the 9th ult. resigmd 
his oflico and bade farewell to  the members of tha t insti­
tution. Mr. Lang, in proposing a  vote of thanks, 
alluded to the energy and ability displayed by Mr. 
Haviland in the execution of his various duties. Mr. 
Terry in seconding the motion, spoke of the difficulty 
experienced by a  conductor in pleasing all sections of the 
Lyceum, expressing a t  the same time his opinion that 
Mr. Haviland had not only acted energetically but con- 
scientiously for the advancement of the institution. He 
endorsed Mr. Lang’s expressions of regret th a t circum­
stances necessitated Mr. Haviland's departure from 
amongst us, but felt assured tha t he would continuo his 
work to good advantage in the sister colony. The mo­
tion was carried by acclamation.

Mr. Haviland made an appropriate and feeling re­
sponse, and expressed his intention of trying to  extend 
the Lyceum movement in New South Wales.

Tho nomination and election of officers for the  new 
session, commencing March 1st, took place on the lflih 
and 22nd ult., with the following resu lt:—

Conductor—Mr. C. Bnmford.
Treasurer— Mr. W .H . Terry | Secretary— U r. J .  White.

Guardians—Messrs. Warnc, Moore, and Veevers.
Watchman—Mr. Neilson | Organist—  Miss Dwight.

Musical Conductors—Misses Samuel and Dwight.
Librarian—  M iss E. Franklin.
Wei comer—M r G. Spriggs.

Leaders— Messrs. Rice, McCormick, Noble, Haydon, 
Thompson, Heath, Reitz, Vcovers, Mrs Dickson, 

Misses Clayton, Flynn, and Damford.
Guards —  W. Everett, F . Pailthorpe, M. Martin,

D. Partnns.

“  M. A. (COCON."

A no IT  throe months since tho Rev. \V. Stainton Moo 
better known to  the Spiritunlistic public as “SI.. 
(Oxon),’’ m et with a  rather severo accident, injuring li 
head and greatly disturbing his nervous system. Abo 
a  month niter his condition improved sufficiently 
enable him to write a  preface to  tho recent edition 
Professor Gregory’s work. Since then wo regret to lid 
tha t ho is again confined to his bed and unable to pursi 
those literary labours in  tho Spiritualistic field for win, 
he is so distinguished. Wo send our sympathy to hi. 
and feel assured th a t many of our readers will join , 
in  wishing for Ins speedy recovery. J
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SPIRITDALISM  IN  ITS RELA TIO N  TO REFORM.
' Inm ralional DitcourK by M rs. Elizabeth L. WaUotv 

Delivered at San Francisco, Cal.

SPIRITUALISM is the antithesis of sensualism. I t  is not a 
theory concerning God, b u t i t  is a  tender inquiry into the 
relations and tho needs of humanity. Theology is like a 
trCe with tho roots striking heavenward and trying to 
crow that way. Spiritualism is a  germ planted in the 
¿flections of universal humanity, putting fórth branch, 
bud, leaf and flower, with which to  sweeten and bless the 
world«

When you ask theology what it has done, i t  straight- 
points to  steeple*, domes, fanes and temple*, marble- 

filled cemeteries, stone angels, libraries of disputes 
between learned men, and institutions in which men 
promise never to progress or to  set forward their standard 
of truth on the way of life.

Ask Spiritualism what i t  has done, and what i t  can 
show for itself. N ot much in tho external. I t  lends its 
aid to nil humanitarian movements, for it  constantly 
quickens tho sympathies of the human heart. I t  points 
out faces tha t lately were stained with tears, now 
wreathed in smiles. I t  tells you of hearts th a t were 
broker., now bound up by the  white fingers of angel 
consolation; and i t  tells of a  great despair tha t fed, 
vulture-like, upon many a human heart, which was 
suddenly dispelled, and in its  place installed a  spirit of 
promise, clad in white, breathing inspiration and a  new 
encourngemont toward divine effort.

I t has not built many churches ; and what i t  has built 
are very plain, like “ the little church round the corner." 
I t has reared no cathedrals, no mighty temples, but 
everywhere its feet have gone flowers of hopo and of 
trust.in God have sprung up, not simply for us, who 
remain on earth, but hope for those who were swallowed 
up in the black shadow of death, and over whom we hung 
with breaking hearts and fear and sorrow, thinking that 
the shadow had taken them for all eternity.

Theology constantly inquires concerning tho unknown. 
Millions of lives have been sacrificed in this.effort to 
find out God. Think of the sectarian wars,— of the war 
that sprang up in the dispute as to  whether one and two 
make one. Think of those strange attem pts to recover 
the holy sepulchre, which strewed western Europe with 
the bones of men. W hat for? A n empty tomb. Reflect 
upon the bitterness, the  woe and the heart-break that 
have followed in tho track of theology. And when you 
point with pride to  what th is or tha t religion has accom­
plished, if you question the m atter deeply, will you not 
turn away sick and ashamed?

Now, I repeat, theology is an attem pt to find out God, 
—the doctrine of God,— the theory of tho unknown. 
Whole libraries have been written, millions of lives been 
expended (one would almost say in  vain) in an attempt 
to approach the very throne, to  take the secret from the 
vast unknown and con%-crt it  into a  material symbol.

But Spiritualism turns men’s attention to  tho life tha t 
is here and inquires into the  origin, tho possibilities and 
the destiny of all humanity, which is a  un it and in which 
is doposited some divine germs, the development of which 
makes up tho activity, the affection, the aspiration and 
the joy of life. To know what shall bo our fate hereafter 
is one of the primal questions and interests of theology. 
But to know how we can amend our present life, and 
understand and make better use of what wo have here, is 
one of the main inquiries of Spiritualism.

“ >> hat," says one, “  J thought tha t Spiritualism was 
especially related to  the hereafter, and tha t is one objec­
tion that I, as a  Materialist, have against it. I say ‘one 
"■orld at a  time.’ ” So says Spiritualism. While its 
message is of immortality, i t  is not altogether of an 
immortality after tho resurrection morn, for there is a 
resurrection possible to us here and now while in the 
•Ndy- Did you not feol in the long ago, while under the 
prewure of the old ideas, th a t tho spiritual revelation, 
which came to you, was the opening of the book of truth?

that the stone was really rolled away from the 
sepulchre of y°u r faith, and faith found her wings and 
revelled m the sunlight? And when there wasconfirma-

tkra of immortality, and of the hope of eternal, spiritual 
growth, did you not feel like a  man, buried alive, when 
the tomb suddenly burst* open, the coffin lid is taken 
away, and the swçet, fresh air, the sunshine and tho 
warble of birds are borne in upon his consciousne«* once 
more? To many of you Spiritualism has meant the 
resurrection of your faith in God,—of fond hope* that 
long ago were buried in the iron coffin of a creed. To 
many it  has been a  new revelation of God's tenderness 
to  man. I f  there is any thing tha t will have a  salutary 
effect upon passionate, evil-minded and wayward human 
beings, it  is to have their faith repub lished  in the 
supremacy of God. Some word or message tha t shall 
come and revive the half-lost self-respect, u  sure to  en­
kindle new enthusiasm for self-culture.

I t  seems to  me that Spiritualism, in its fresh and pure 
eflulgence, came just in time to rescue the world from

E’ ’itaal lethargy or a  condition of u tter despair. All 
t  we knew of God, all tha t we dare ask concerning 

immortality, was confined to books—was voiced by some 
authority ouUido of ourselves. We felt, somehow, that 
God’s word hod boon delivered, signed and eternally 
sealed, and tha t it should not again be opened in a  new 
light.

So Spiritualism is truly related to a  great religious 
reform, for, when a  religion is so deteriorated from faith 
in  man as to  believe in his total depravity, it  is certainly 
time for something to be done. When religion gives hope 
of salvation to only about one in a  thousand, some new 
revelation is needed. When it  means the mouthing of 
certain rituals and tho performing of a  certain set of 
ceremonies one day in the week, and nothing more, wo 
need fresh offerings to bo laid upon the altar.

Spiritualism has come to open the doors, and lot in tho 
air of a  now spiritual spring-time. There is n reform 
going on in the churches, and we thank God for every 
minister who has discarded the old creeds, and for every 
large-brained man, who has been expelled from the church, 
for it  brings nearer the time when religion will not signify 
a  praise service to God, but a  service of genuine sympathy 
and love to  humanity.

This religious reform movement has been stimulated 
incalculably by the reaffirmations of modem Spiritualism, 
and by the introduction of new facts concerning man’s 
real nature. The result is restlessness in the old theo­
logical harness, and now and .then a complete breaking 
away from the traces ou the part of thé leaders in religious 
sentiment and a  wild leap after religious liberty. Wlionco 
comes the power to do this? Whence comes the new 
thought? I t  is the universal quickening, which is taking 
place under tho fresh, spiritual baptism. I t is tho 
developing of new faculties,—even the faculty of clair­
voyance, of spirit-seeing,—that of clair audience or tho 
hearing of spirit voices,—and of intuition, by which you 
perceive and know truth without the outward sign,—a 
wondrous gift and one most to be desired. The change 
is being wrought much in the same manner as that which 
takes place here in your Golden State, when, aft* r  a long, 
dry summer, there descends upon the dusty plaint and 
the hillsides tho blessed showers offain tha t gently full 
and penetrate to evory hidden ‘¿Min ; and, in a week h 
time, this combination and mystery of golden -sunlight and 
moisture causes to burst forth the beautiful foliage, 
followed by tho ripening fruits.

Now the dusty plains and the lnrreii hillsides of an old 
and stale theology, long suffering from a  spiritual drought, 
begin to feel the falling of these silvery messages ; theso 
showers of angel sympathy are quickening the g*rm* of 
"oodness, gentleness and pun? aspiration. The breaking 
away of the great brains from the Church and the per- 
mitting of women upon the platform, now and then, are 
the fruits of the angels’ labor in this world. Religious 
reform is imprinted everywhere on the face of humanity. 
Even India is feeling this magic touch. Everywhere are 
heard these whisperings from the land immortal, and 
thousands upon thousands are leaving the old moorings 
and pushing outward upon-the broad sea of universal
truth and life. . .

W hat encouragement does orthodoxy give us for a 
good life here ? We must have some encouragement, for, 
to tell the truth, many, of us came into this world bank-



2932 T H E  H A R B IN G E R  OF

rupt u spiritual beings, with very little brain, and that 
very unsusceptible to spiritual influence, and with hearts 
tha t have been calloused by wrongs tha t have lasted for 
centuries. Look upon England with her millions of 
down trodden poor, who are being ground between the 
mill-stones of tyrannous wealth and aristocracy and who 
aro condemned to a  life of abject want as well as moral 
penury.

W ith this great need of ours for some encouragement. 
Orthodoxy says : "  I t  is only by the grace of God that 
you con be saved. No man can do you any good. You 
cannot do yourself any good. Work as you will, strive 
a  whole life-time, and your morality is but filthy rngs in 
the sight of your Creator." What do your struggles 
amount to before this inexorable judge! Accept that 
which you do not understand ; bow down before that 
which to you has no significance, or salvation is impossible. 
You are totally depraved, a worm of tho dust, unworthy 
of a  thought of God, utterly sinful from the beginning, 
and babes of hell!

W hat is the use of my striving for salvation ? What 
do I  know about the grace of God, and how I  can gain

! Tho grace of God, it  is a  matter of caprice on His 
part. He may please to fill my heart with H is grace and 
save mo, or Ho may pienso not to do it. I am helpless 
in  his hands. What relation has this religion to true 
reform 1 To one, who believes it, i t  has a  very strong 
relation to  utter despair and loss of self-respect.

Spiritualism says: “ Though wo have travelled
through the chambers of the Infinite and trodden the 
starry spaces, though we have felt the heart-beats of love 
and received wondrous glimpses of ineflhblo beauty, still 
we havo not seen God, except as we see and feel Him in 
the love and tho beauty of the life about us." “  But," 
i t  says, “  we seo Humanity holy. W e stand by tho cradle 
of a hungry babe, and upon its pinched face wo read the 
divine lineaments of an immortal soul. In  the yearning 
and passionate eyes of a  suffering human being we catch 
an angelic light. Wo lay our ear to  tho heart of liro that 
throbs underneath this rough coat, and wo find tha t love 
has lodgment there. And wo look over the face of 
Humanity and see wonderful possibilities, and we say :
‘ How can wo help them to grow t '”

Spiritualism says : “ Let mo plant a  hone there ; let 
me whisper of the divinity tha t has found lodgment there. 
Life is eternal, my child, and your chance is not here 
only, but all timo is thine inheritance ; and everything 
tha t thou desirest, tha t is good, thou shalt yet attain. 
Take courage! This bottle which thou a r t fighting with 
apparent defeat today, signifies victory somehow and 
somewhere in God’s providence.” I t  says, moreover, tha t 
this pulse of lovo in your heart, for the wife and the child, 
is divino lovo and an evidence of God’s loving care for 
you- To every life He has given tho joy of love. This 
divine impulse is founded in the Eternal. Oh, cultivate 
it, grow toward it, invite this angel, and thou shalt sec 
tha t its ministrations will help to purify thy life’! Then 
will begin individual reform.

Tho great difficulty with all reformatory movements is 
the fact tha t you recognize-humanity ns a  mass, but 
neglect individuals. If you want to be a  reformer, do not 
talk to the mosses onlv/for you do not get near anybody 
th a t way. Prove you?principle in an individual instance. 
Herein was tho beauty and the divinity of Christ. One 
woman had touched tho hem of his garment and been 
healed ; here was one blind, whose eyes had been opened; 
and there was another who had died, or fallen into a 
trance, and been raised up.

So Spiritualism comes to individuals, and says: “Hero 
one you mourned as dead. I  see him hero now in your 
presence. I  describe him, and deliver to  you his message, 
nnd lo ! the chains of doubt are broken, and I  reform you 
inasmuch as I  give you a  new hope.”

You are strongly tempted, but you believe to  night 
w hat you never believed before. You believe thnt the 
pure being, whose form you put away in the ground, is 
still yours and fond'.y watches over you, nnd you can no 
more listen to  tha t voice of temptation than you can 
pluck tho sun from the heavens.

Tho power of Spiritualism lies in the promise of a more 
perfect life to  come for every human Wing, and in the
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eternity of love. Spiritualism is related to every reform. 
I t  gave voice to the first note of liberty for woman. And in 
place of the old doctrine of re-genorotion, it has given us 
the idea of right generation. I u  representative« were 
the first who dared to  speak in public in behalf of future 
generations, and of the respect tha t is due to mothorhood. 
W e see in  purer and better homes, and in diviner and 
stronger efforts to attain the perfect life, the presence and 
the inspiration of Modem Spiritualism.

Spiritualism does not talk of “ tho carnal flesh,” but it 
discusses of tho temple, in  which tho spirit of God 
dwelleth, and i t  says : “  Keep th a t pure.” I  am sorry 
tha t there arc some Spiritualists w ho do not sufficiently 
obey these precepts, and who actually allow the temple 
of God to te  defiled. But, after all, the cleansing process 
is going on ; and we see th a t this world and all others 
are God’s worlds, and thnt we are under His kind aijd 
loving care. Wo see that, inasmuch as we havo done 
good unto the least of tho little ones, we have done it 
unto tho spirit of Truth, unto tho sp irit of Love, whose 
benedictions beautify tho daily life.

W e h a v e  received the amended rules of The Liberal 
Association of Now’ South Wales, of which Mr. F. J. 
Thomas is President, and Messrs. Bright, Slocombe, 
White, Westman, Ellery, and Dose are Vice-Presidents. 
W e havo not space to reproduce the declared bases and 
objects of the Association, b u t may say thoy aro admir­
able, and if energetically worked upon calculated to give 
an impetus to social and moral progress in tho sister 
colony. A circular which accompanies tho rules calls 
upon Secularists and Spiritualists to combine in  the 
work. Possibly these two parties are more fusible in 
Sydney, but hero all efforts to combine them for any 
length of time havo been ineffectual, though entered into 
with tho best intentions.

PSY CH OG RA PIIY  : AN INTERESTING  
MESSAGE.

Mr. L. L. W h i t l o c k ,  editor of Facts, gives in  tha t 
journal for January, an account of an independent slate 
writing seance ho had with M r. P. L. O. A. Keeler, of 
Boston. Between two slates cleaned and tiod by himself, 
the following lengthy message of 433 words wros written 
within four minutes, tho sound of the writing being 
audible to  him during tho whole time :—

“ I  am present today, and though I  personally am 
unable at this first sitting to wield the pouoil by my own 
hand, yet I  wish by a few words, presented through 
another, to most emphatically refute the now too preva­
lent assertions coming from the mouths of the opponents 
of the truth, to tho effect that, if spirits do exist, they 
fall into such a  low condition of light, after the dissolu­
tion of the mortal l»ody, tha t they, in returning to earth 
friends, cannot pen a  legible communication, or give a 
connected sentence which does not savor of greater 
ignorance than is ever manifested in mortal children. 
Indeed, since my ascension to tho spirit spheres, I  have 
observed ubout me, on every hand, all tho culture and 
refinement and education of which tho mind, in its 
loftiest flights, ever dreams of. To those who reach out 
towards progression, it  seems th a t if the rays of a  thou ­
sand suns, in all their effulgent glory, were beaming in 
the innermost soul, lighting it up with a  Heaven-bom 
inspiration.

“  This life is not ono of ignorance and discord, but 
rather of enlightenment and love. We do not here fall 
in supplication nnd humiliation before tho shrine of the 
revered God of Moses, but we do hold up our heads in 
proud thanksgiving for tho great expanse of freedom and 
enlightenment to which, by our acts, wo are justly 
entitled. W e do not here gaze down into the blazing 
depths of the sinners’ hell, nnd listen to  tho moans and 
cries of its victims for a  drop of water to cool their 
burning tongues; but we do look into the yearning, 
loving, aching hearts of loved one* left behind, and feed 
their longing souls with the bread of consolation and 
affection. W e do not gather nround any qreat white 
throne, as we read that old Elijah did, and there adorn
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our^heads with Bible-mentioned crowns, and finger harp- 
strings for all time and eternity. But we go about 
among the spirits, good and lowly, and help them upward 
to higher spheres, and by our loving kindness we waft 
sweeter music into their noble souls than all the melodies' 
of a  thousand harps combined. Yes, this is a  life of 
labor and study, and education and progression. We 
have no time here to  waste in prattling about the 
ignorance of those in a  higher o r lower sphere, for our 
momenta, which havo no reckoning here, are expended in 
doing all the good wo can. I  will write more sometime. 
Tell all the folks I  came.

Affectionately,
G eorge C linton W hitlock. ’ 

The writing is small but beautifully clear and distinct, 
A fac-timtie of i t  will bo shown among the exhibits a t 
the forthcoming festival.

T H E  COMING FESTIVAL.

I n our advertisement columns will be found a  synopsis 
of the Festival to  bo held in  Melbourne in commemora­
tion of the Thirty-seventh Anniversary of Modem 
Spiritualism, which promises to  be a  mo6t interesting 
and successful ovont.

The Festival will open a t  the Athemcum Hall, on 
Tuesday, the 31st in s t ,  with a  Conversazione, a t which 
will be exhibited several of Duguid’s spirit paintings, 
various spirit drawings, specimens of Psychology, illus­
trations of materialisations, spirit photographs, and other 
interesting mementos of sp irit work.

Twenty of tho Lyceum children are now in training 
to sing an appropriate selection from the Spiritual Harp, 
whilst the senior choirs of the V. A. S. and Lyceum havo 
in preparation other characteristic pieces. The whole of 
the musical arrangements are under the control of 
Misses Samuel and Dwight, and we have confidence in 
a  very satisfactory result. The speaking is not yet 
arranged, as it is not y e t definitely known what visitors 
we shall have from the country, but i t  is undemtood that 
there will bo no long addresses. The A r t Union, i t  will 
be seen, is a  bona fid e  affair, no deductions being made 
for tho expenses of working it, and the prizes are of good 
value, whilst any person winning a  book they already 
have are offered facilities for changing it  for another.

There are threo objects in this Distribution : First, tho 
increased circulation of Spiritualistic literature ; 2nd, to 
enable somo who cannot otherwise aflord to becoino 
possessed of tho more expensive works; and 3rd, to 
assist tho Society and Lyceum, which will be done by 
their receiving tho difference between tho wholesale and 
retail price of tho books and pictures, less tho working 
expenses. I t  is, therefore, to be hoped th a t our Spiritu­
alistic friends will do their best to  dispose of tickets by 
buying as many as they can personally afford, endeavour­
ing to .sell them, and then replacing them by fresh ones.

The Exhibition Session a t  the Temperance Hall, on 
April 1st, promises to be an excellent one j a  good cast 
of characters for tho Musical Drama and Operetta has 
been made, and they are now in active training for tho 
event.

I n answer to  a  question put to us by a  correspondent in 
the Harbinger for August last as to  the belief of tho 
Queen in Spiritualism, wo appended an editorial noto to 
tho effect th a t H er Majesty’s belief in Spiritualism 
had frequently boon alluded to in  journals unconnected 
with the subject, and tha t her friendship for 
the late Mr. John Brown had been attributed 
to his having been a  medium. The enterprising 
Adelaide tailor, Kirkham Evans, sent this paragraph 
to 8 ir Henry Ponsonby, the Queen’s Secretary, with 
an enquiry whether the information contained
therein was true, and received a  reply from him, accord­
ing to  the Adelaido papers, to this effect:—“  Osborne, 
January 7. Sir—I t  is not true tha t the members of the 
Royal Family are believers in Mr. Eglinton’s spiritualism, 
as stated in tho paragraph enclosed by you.” Now os 
the paragraph in question says nothing about Mr. Eglin­
ton’s Spiritualism, in fact, docs not mention his name,

the reply, if genuine, looks very much like an evasion o* 
the question. Moreover, we do not assert tha t either the 
Queen o r Royal Family are believers in Spiritualism, but 
merely give reasons for thinking them so. The World, 
and other Society journals have hinted broadly a t  i t  on 
more than one occasion, and the following extract from 
letters of the late Princess Alice show that if not a  
believer in Mr. Eg Union'i Spiritualism, she was in some 
other kind of i t  “  A  thousand thanks," she writes, “  for 
your kind long letter. How well I understand your feel­
ings. I  was again so sad yesterday, and had such a  long­
ing for a  look or a  word from dear Papa. I could not 
bear it any longer. And yet how much harder i t  is for 
you ; but you know, dear Mama, he is watching over you, 
and is waiting for you. The thought of tho future is 
tho one relieving encouraging point for all." Again, 
—"0 , Mama, the longing tha t I sometimes have for 
Papa surpasses all bounds. In  thought ho is always 
with me and near me, but we arc only mortals, and as 
such we long a t  times to  see him in reality.

S y d n e y  f r i e n d s  desirous of helping to  make the coming 
Spiritualistic Exhibition a  success are requested to  com­
municate promptly with Cyril Haviland, Liberal Asso­
ciation Rooms, 212 Castlereagh-street, 8ydney.

N EW  BOOKS JU 8 T  A RRIVED.

Tokology. A  Book for every W oman; by Alice B. 
Stockham, M.D. 10/

Man and his Destiny,, according to  tho Teachings of 
Philosophy and Revelation ; by Hon. Joel Tiffany. 

Tho Bible—Whence and W hat! R. Westbrook, D.D., 
L L B . 5/

Marriage and Divorce ; by tho samo. 2/6
Hope and Consolation for tho Bereaved ; E. Crowell. Gd.

TO A R R IV E  EX “  HAROLD1NE."

Therapeutic Sarcognomy; by Joseph Rhodes Buchanan.
10/

Secrets of the East. 5/-

S O U L  R E A D I N G ,
Or Psyohologioal D elineation o f  Oharaoter.:

MltS. A. 1!. SEVERANCE, Contra Street, W hite W ater 
Walworth Co., Wis., U.S.A., would respectfully announce 
to  tho public of Australia th a t those who will solid their 
autograph or lock of hair to  her, she will give on accu- 
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life ; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor; what business they are best adapted to pursue 
in order to be successful; the physical and mental adap­
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to  the 
inhnrmoiuously married.

Applications, with fee 10s. Gd., to 1« forwarded to 
John Frnucnfeldcr, Wilson Street, Albury ; or R. H. 
Counter, Phillip-strect, Newtown, Sydney, N.S.W.

MESDAMES MEARES &  BURNSIDE’S
FRENCH AND ENGLISH MILLINERY AND DRESS- 

MAXING ESTADLISHMENT,

155 LYG O X ST R E E T, CARLTO.V,

Four doors from Grallan llreel.

The above bog to notify to their Patrons and the Public 
generally, tha t they ore prepared to  supply fireWlass 
Millinery, Feathers, French llowcre, Ribbons, Laces 
Fancy Goods, Ac., a t  lowest possible prices.

Special attention invited to  Drcsmaking Department. 
Ladies’ own Dress Materials "ladei up. Latest Styles. 
F it guaranteed. Large assortment ofTrimmmgs on hand.

N il.—W edding and MooRNlso Orders promptly 
attended to.
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

C E L E B R A T I O N
OP THE

37th A N N I V E R S A R Y
OP

MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
To be held in  tho

ATHEN/EUM AND TEMPERANCE HALLS,
MELBOURNE,

MARCH 31st, 1885, and following days.

The proceedings on the FIR ST DAY a t  the Athciiieum 
Hall, will take tho form of a  CONVERSAZIONE, inter­
spersed with Characteristic Music, and short Addresses 
from Prominent Spiritualists.

In  tho Hall will bo exhibited Specimens of Spirit 
Drawings, Paintings, Writings, Photographs, Material­
ized Hair, and other Curios, connected w ith Spirit 
Phenomena, with explanations.

In  connection with tho above an

A R T  U N I O N
OP

SPIRITUALISTIC LITERATURE
will take place when tho following extensive list of valu­
able and interesting Works will bo Drawn for and 
Distributed, viz
1 Is is  Unveiled. A Master K c j to  tho mysteries of Ancient 

Science mid Theology, 2 large vols. Value 37/6
1 History of the Supernatural. W. Howitt. 2 vols. 18/-
1 Identity o f Primitive Christianity aud Modem Spiritualism.

K. Crowell, fc.D. 2 large vols. 20/-
1 N ature’s Divine Revelations. Davis. 17/6
1 Principles of N ature. King. 3 vols. 25/-
3 Nineteenth Century Miracles. E . II. Britton. Complete

Edition fully Illustrated. 46/-
1 Modern American Spiritualism. Abridged Ed. 7/6
6 Bpirit Teachings. M. A. Oxon's new book. 50/-
10 Clear L ight from the Spirit World. Kate Irving's new book.

62/6
1 Oahspu ; the Nciv Bible o f the 19th Century. 37/6
2 Chronicles of Spirit Photography. Houghton. Numerous

Photographic Illustrations. 22/-
6 Evidences of 8piiitualism. Denovan. 62/6
2  Poems from the Inner Life ; 2 Poems o f Progress. Dotcn, 3n/•
1 Scent of Ages. Peebles. 10/-; 2 Scientific Basis. Sargent. 15/-
5 Religion of Spit it u "I ism. . Watson. 31/3
2  Transcendental Physics. Original London edition 21/-
10 Spiritualism as a  New Basis of Ueligious Belief. Farmer. 35/- 
1 A fter Death, liiiudolph. 10/-; 2 Debatable Land. Owen 14/-
4 Defence o f Spiritualism. Wallace. 6/-
1 Discourses by Cora Tnppan. 10/-
1 Flashes of L ight from th e  Spirit-World. Conanf. 7/6
1 Future Life. Sweet. 7/6; 1 0 olden Memories. W bitiug. 7/6
2 Higher A s s e ts  of Spiritualism. M.A. 6/•
1 Unfed, Prince of Persia. -Dtfguid. 7/6
2 lmm< rtality . Peebles, '  15/.
1 Letters on Spliitualiam. Edmonds. 4/-
1 Magic Staff. D aviyS/t); 1 Man nml His Relations. B rittain  7/6 
1 Medium's Book 1 Spirit’s  Book. Knrdcc. 16/-
1 Miinc’cs and .'|bdern Spiritualism. Wallace. 5/6
1 M emoranda; T  Penetralia. Davis. 16/3
2 l'sychography. M.A. 11/-; 2 Proof Palpable. Sargent. 10/-
2  Rifts in the Vci.. Harrison. 11/-
1 People fiom the Ollier World. Olcott. 7/6
1 Religion. Dr. Babbitt. 7 /6 ; 10 Spirit Identity. M.A. 55/- 
1 Spiritual Harp. Complete. 10s.; 1 Spiritual Pilgrim  7/6
1 Ktinngo V ictors. 7/6
2 B attle Ground of the Spiritual Reformation. B ritta in . 20/-
2  Gregory’s Animal Magnetism. Bound ; 3 do. sets parts 27/• 
1 Delcuxe’s Magnetism. 10/-; 1 St. Dominique’s Magnetism. 6/-
3 Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation. How itt Watts. 16/6
1 Spirit Communications. Hcllcborg. 
6 Biographical .'«kcichcsof Prominent

60 Cartea assorted Sargent, Farm er, and o ther E m inent Spiritual- 
ists, 2 6 /; and 297 first-class pam phlets assorted, value 
£7  8s. 6d., making a  total valuo o f £62  11s. 6d. being the 
F u ll Value of tho whole issue of tickets, viz— 600 a t  2/6. All 
prizes aud no blanks.

Each complete work will form a  separate prize.

On the SECOND EV EN IN G  a t tho Terpperancc Hall, 
there will be an EX H IB ITIO N  SESSION OF THE 
PROGRESSIVE LYCEUMS, illustrating the Spiritual 
method of Harmonial Education, concluding with a

M USICAL DRAMA AND O PERETTA,
Performed by tho Mombers.

The T H IR D  N IGHT, will be devoted to a

GRAND BALL.
TICKETS for the A rt Union arc now ready. Friends 

aro requested to  buy early, and to  dispose of as many as 
possible. Remember tha t the full retail value is given 
without any deduction, tho benefit to  tho Society being 
the wholesale profit which will be divided between the 
two Institutions.

The prices for admission have been fixed as follows 
Conversazione, 2s.; Exhibition Session, Is. Ball—Gen­
tlemen, fis.; ladies, 3s. Gd. Double ticket, 7s. 6d. (in­
cluding light refreshments.)

A rt union tickets 2s. Gd., sent free by post.
V.A.S. Offlc«: 84 Rum*1I Street, Melbourne.!

Fuller particulars In the Harbin ter o f L ith t, for March and April, and in 
the dally paper* as tho time approach««.

M r. \V. H. R u t h e r f o r d  lectures for tho Association in 
the Lyceum Hall, Lonsdalc-st, opposite the Hospital this 
(Sunday) evening. Subject— “ Unreasonable Opposition 
to  Spiritualism.”

NOTICE.
Tlte Sunday evening lectures in this H all will be dis­

continued after March 29th.
0 . H . BAMFORD, lion. Sec.
W . H. TE R R Y , Treasurer.

MEDICAL  CLAIRVOYANCE.

MRS. REYNOLDS,
Late of 239 Bourke-street, D iag n o ses a nd  g iv e s  A dvice 
in  T ra n ce ,  Removed to 7 Pcmbroke-terrace, corner of 
Regent-street »t Vaughan-street, Victoria-parade, Fitzroy. 
Hours 10 to 4 ; Saturdays, 10 to 2. Investigating Circle 

for Friends every Wednesday Evening, 8 o’clock.

„  . Spiritualist*. Tuttle. 6/3
1 Spirit* itcforuour Kycs 6/- l  h tartling  Facts. Dr. Wolfe. 10/-
6 The Soul. Peary Cband M iltia. 10/-
2 View* of Our Heavenly Horae. Davis. 7/6
4 Religion of th e  Future. Browne. 12/-
1 Divine Low o f C ure; 1 Mental M edicine; 1 Mental Cure ;

1 Soul and Body. Kvnnp. 26/.«
1 Library of Mannerism. 17/6; 3 Vols. Psychological Review. 17/6 
1 Large Engraving “  Nearer My God to Thee." handsomely 

framed. 21 /•; 1 do. Unframcd 5/6
1 " S p .rit Daughter," framed, with Key. 21/-
10 Cabinet Photos, late Wu>. Dcuton. 20/-

A. F ISC H ER ,
■ Practical U pholsterer and M attress Maker,

B U R W O O D  R O A D , H A W T H O R N ,
. (Between the Station and Power-street).

Furniture of all kinds Supplied on Time Payment. Suites 
of Furniture Restufied and Covered equal to new. M at­
tresses and Bedding Purified and Remade. Bed-hangings 
Loose Covers, Hassocks and Cushions Made. Ladies’ 
Needlework Tastefully Mounted.—Orders through post 
punctually attended to, and competent hands sent to  any 
I*art of tho Country. Your Patronage solicited.

“ T H E  G E N E R A L  R E A D E R . "

A FORTNIGHTLY MAGAZINE,
Containing Selected Articles on Literature, Science, Law, 
Hygeine, Theosophy! Spiritualism, Ac., from the beet 
English, Indian, and American Journals.

Annual Subscription, Rupees 5.—Postage extra. 
Address—Manager Gladstone Press, Hyderabad (Deccan) 

India.
Subscriptions (in A ustralia 10/ per ann.) will bo received 

by W. H . Terry, 84 Russel 1-steret.
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VALUABLE TRUTHS.
•■If yon are  suffering from poor health 

o r languishing on  a  bed of sickncM, take 
cheer, for

H op B itte rs  w ill cure you.
“  I f  yon are  simply a iling  ; if  you feel 

weak an d  dispirited, w ithout clearly 
knowing why,

H op B itte rs  w ill Revive you.
« If  you arc  a  Minister, and have over­

taxed yourself w ith your pastoral duties ; 
or a  M other worn out w ith care and 
work,

Hop B itte rs  w ill R estore you.
“  If  you  are  a  m an of business, or 

labourer weakened by th e  strain  of your 
every-day duties, o r a  m an o f letters, 
toiling  over your m idnight work,

Hop B itte rs  will Strengthen you.
“  I f  you are  suffering from over-eating 

o r drinking, an y  indiscretion o r dissi­
pation, o r young and growing too fast, 
as is often th e  case,

H op B itte rs  w ill Relieve you.
“  I f  you "arc in  th e  workshop, on the 

farm, a t  th e  desk, anywhere, and feel that 
jo u r  system needs cleansing, toning, or 
stim ulating, w ithout intoxicating.

H op B itte rs  is w ha t you need.
“ I f  you arc  old and your blood thin 

and impure, pulse feeble, your nerves 
unsteady, an d  your faculties waning,

Hop B itters will give you new L ife an d  Vigour.
"H O P BITTERS is an  elegant, healthy 

and refreshing flavouring i o r  sickroom 
drinks, im pure w ater, etc., rendering them 
harmless, and sweetening th e  mouth nnd 
cleansing th e  stomach."

Cleanse, Purify  and  E nrich  th e  Blood with
HOP BITTERS,

And you will have no  sickness, or suffering, o r doctor's 
b ills  to  pay.

HOP BITTERS
Is an  Elegant, Pleasant, and Refreshing Flavouring for 

sick room drinks an d  impure w ater, rendering 
them harmless, sweetening th e  mouth 

and cleansing th e  stomach.

T H E  LA TE W ILL IA M  DENTON'S

¡ M e l b o u r n e  L e c t u r e s .
The following LccturM, delivered a t  the Bijon Theatre, 
by the late W m  Denton, were Reported and Published 
m the Harbiogor o f  Light, from September, 1882, to 
February, 1883, and will bo scut Post Free'to any address 
on receipt of 2s. 6d.—

1. The Philosophy o f Death.
2. The New Religion.
3. Tho Science o f Religion.
4. Prophecies of the Bible.
5. God in th e  L igh t o f Science & Common 

Sense.
Also for 6d. extra, the Denton Memorial Number, 

with Portrait.
“  Mesmerism U the Keystone o f a ll th e  Occult Scieoces." 

Now P ublishing is  Monthly P akts

A N IM A L  M A G N ET ISM ,
BY T H E  LATE WM. GREGORY, M.D., F.R.8.E.

Professor o f  Chemistry, Edinburgh University. 
Dedicated by permission to His Grace tho Duke of Arg, il.

With an Introduction by “  M.A. (Oxon)."
No. 3 J u s t  Received; 4, 5, & 6 expected in a 

few days.

One of the best Standard Works on the Subject, and 
a  thoroughly Practical Guide to the Science*. To be 
completed in six Monthly Parts a t  8d. each. Send 
Orders and Remittances promptly to  Secure seta, to
W . H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL ST., MELBOURNE.

A  Special Library Edition 2s. 6d. Part.

NOW  READY.

W .  H. T E R R Y 'S
UNIQUE CATALOGUE OF BOOKS

ox
Spiritualism, Occultism, Mesmerism, Psychology, 
Clairvoyance, Psychopathy, Psychometry, Physio­
logy, M oral Philosophy, Phrenology, M ental and 
Social Science, Chromopathy, Hydropathy, Botanic 

Medicine, &c., &c. .
87 Pages, sent Post Free, on Application.

JU S T  PUBLISHED,
T H E  L Y C E U M  L E A D E R .

T lllltl»  AND REVISED EDITION.

CH ARLES GOUNOD’S MUSIC.

B io n d isa  S eries, 2 /6  eacii.
Ho Qualche Tempo.
Biondina Bella—Oh Fairest Maiden.
How F air She Looked.
Tho Sweet and Gentle Smile.
I  Pine in Silence.
Onco more I  Tune my Lute.
I f  I, thy Humble Bard.
Siam ti el A ltro Giorna.
E  lo Campane Harmo Suonato.
Ella e Malata,
J c r  fu Mandata.
L’Ho Campagnata.
In trea t Me not to  Leave Thee.

< W g .  Nursery Rhyme Book, with Music by Mrs- 

Tho_Blind Musician, by Mrs. E . L. Fowler, 2/6

Containing Hygoinic, Moral, and Religious Instruction, 
Gems of Thought from the Philosophers, Poets, nnd 
Reformers of tho Past and Present, adapted for. Progres­
sive Lyceunjfl and Home Use. 101 pages. Paper, 2/— 
Also, a  Sixteen-page Supplement, with 31 Illustrations 
of Calisthenics, Banners, J:c., with Directions for tho 
various Excercisos, Programme for a  Lyceum, Supple­
mentary Recitations, complete Index,-ic.—Price 1/.
I. Leader," cloth edition, with Supplement included, 3,0.

M E D IC A L  C L A I R V O Y A N C E -
DIAGNOSIS AND ADVICE. 

GIVEN IN  TRANCE BY MR. GEO. SPRIGGS,
J, Bmnaioick-lL South (o ff AlbtrUl.), E . Melbourne.

( Within one minute’s walk of St- Patrick's Cathedral, and 
-- 0f Simpson's road nnd Brunswick-strcet Omnibus«.

Hours : 10 to  4 ; Saturdays, 10 to 2 ; Thursday Evenings, 
6 to  9. Also by Appointment 

Persons a t  a  distance send Lock of Hair.—Fee, 10s. 
X 3 T  H e r b a l  R e u e d i e s .
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American Photographers and Artists,
84 E L IZ A B ET H  ST.. M ELBO U R N E.

Country Agents for tifo “ Harbinger:”— 
Oastlemaine....... i—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square.
Sandhurst—Mr. A. J . Smith, Jun., Pall Mall.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner <fe Henderson, 16 Hunter St.,

J . Dunne, George-st., and a t Sunday Meetings 
Mr. Brown, Paramatta-road, Petersham. 

Adelaide—George Robertson. W. 0. Rigby, King 
William Street.

Bainawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N. W. Coast) W. B. & Oswin Button, Loren. 
Dunedin (N .Z )—j .  Braithwaite, Arcade.
Invercargill (N.Z.)—E. R. Weir, Nows Agent, Dee-st. 
Brisbane—S. Smith & Co., 90 Queen-street. 
Launceston—Hudson & Hopwood.
Bockhampton—W. Munro.
Auckland—A. Campbell.
Ipswich, Queensland—W. Tatham.

Agents wonted for all parts o f the Colony.______

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
THE OLDEST AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTIC 

PA PER: Containing 40 Columns of Highly Interesting 
Matter connected with Spiritualism apd Advanced 
Thought. Published Weekly.

Subscription, 22/6 per Annum.

THE THE0S0PHI8T
A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo­

sophy, Art, Literature, and Occultism, embracing 
Mesmerism, Spiritbalism, and other Secret Sciences.

“ L I G H T . '
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of Humanity 

both Here and Hereafter. Published in London’ 
weekly, 4d per copy., 13/ per Annum. Postage extra’

P H O T O - A ~ R  T.

BATCHELDER AND CO.,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(E stablished 1854).
E x ecu te  commissions in  n il sty les o f P o rtra itu re^ -P la in , coloured, o r M ezzotint—on M oderate Term s. Specim ens a t  address, 

•4 1 COLLIN'S ST E. E 33 T E .A. S T .

T E X T  BOOK OF M ESM ER ISM .
Now R eady, the Second Edition of this P hilosophical 
OouitsE of Lectures on the T herapeutic and P heno­
menal A pplication of M esmerism.

Sent Free per Post by Williams & Lambert, 36 Bridge 
Road, Richmond, 2/9 ; or a t Mr. Terry’s, 2/6.—Instruc­
tion given by the Author.

Address :—Dr. W illiams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt 
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

SPIRITUALISTIC i  FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.
T he Medium, London (W eekly), 12/6 per annum .
T he  B anner o f L ig h t, th e  o ldest A m erican S p iritu a lis tic  and  

F ree th o u g h t paper, publishcd 'w eekly. Subscription,22/6 p e r nun.
Tho Iteligio-Philosophioal Jou rna l, a  liret-cloas A m erican W eekly 

published  a t  Chicago, U.S.A. Subscrip tion , 17/6 p e r annum .
S haker M anifesto, m onth ly , 6d., 6s. per annum .
T h e  “  Theosophist,”  a  m on th ly  jou rna l dovoted to  O rien ta l Philo­

sophy, Occultism , Spiritualism , &c. Published  a t  M adras, 20/- 
per annum .

T h e  V accination  In q u ire r, 2?. p e r annum .
F ree though t Review, W anganui, (M onth ly ), 6/6 per annum .
“  F ac ts ,"  a  M onthly Jo u rn a l o f w ell-attested  S p iritu a lis tic  Pheno­

m ena. 7/6  per annum .
P la to n is t, an  E xponent o f th e  P la to n ic  Philosophy.
Copies o f a ll th e  above availab le  fo r subscription.

P O S T A G E  E X T R A .

W. H. T erry, 84 R ussell Street.

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BY W. D. C. DENOVAN.

700 large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations 
/  . 10s. per COPY.

Postage—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is.
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

R O B E R T  K I N  G S T O  N,
( f r o m

S ANGSTERS,

LONDON),

MAKER BY

APPOINTM ENT

TO H ER  MAJESTY

HSlo. 2 6  R O Y A L  A R O A D E ,  
68 ELGIN STREET, CARLTON- 

U m brellas |  an d  P araso ls  rc-covcred w ith  S ilk , S a tin  C loth, 
______________________Z anilla , a n d  A lpaca.

W. H. TERRY,
Pharmaceutical and Eclectic Chemist; 

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. K eith  <fe Co., of New York;

Agent for Messrs Cheney & M yrick, of Boston, U.S. 
A n incomplete Exhibit, of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Melb. International Exhibition. 
M EDICINES SENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS.

T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .
T H E  V IC T O R IA N  E X P O N E N T  O F S P IR IT U A L IS M  AND 

F R E E  TH O U G H T.
Subscription, Town, 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6; 

Great Britain, 6/.
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 

payable in advance.
The “ Harbinger ” may bo obtained bound, 2 vols. in one, 

at 12/6— Vols, 13 and 14 Now Ready.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS
Persons desirous to investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

If  One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book 
“ 0n  Read, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will be 
added.

C' (bal" E. Purton & Co.), a t  bln Omcc, 100 Elizabotl
R Ä “ Ä . T o l Ä Pr01,rl0t0r’ W- ™ ry- “ " d »•»Ulluh«! by bln, a t  8


