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AVhat is S p iritu alism , is  a  q u estion  th a t  m ay bo o th e r­

wise p u t in th e  form  o f  the. e n q u iry , w h a t is  T ru th . T o  

determ ine th e  n a tu re  a n d  ob jeets  o f  th e  te a ch in g s  o f  

w hat wo call S p iritu alism  wo have on ly  to  ask w h at is 

the purpose o f  sp read in g  a  kn ow ledge o f  everyth in g  

th a t is tru e . So m u ch  con fu sio n  h as  a rise n  in th e  public  

mind ns to  w h at sh ou ld  be th e  definition o f  S p iritu alism  as  

a faith, th a t-i t  will b e  a t  o n ce  co n v en ien t and u seful to  lay  

down d istin ctly , as  f a r  as  th e  lig h t revealed  to  us will 

perm it, th e  fou n d ation al p rin cip les o f  th e  S p iritu alist’s  

creed. A s  w o said  in o u r  la s t  issue, th e  te rm  S p irit­

ualism and its  a sso cia te d  variation s, ap p e a r to  be u n ­

happily solocted , b u t w e m u st co n tin u e to  ad o p t thorn  

for exped ien cy’s  sak e.

Spiritualism is the great revelation which distinguishes 
the present ago as by far the most remarkable in respect 
of intellectual progress that has reached the experience 
of human kind for the last eighteen hundred years. By 
the instruction obtained through the channels of teach­
ing which Naturo is now commencing to so bountifully 
employ, wo have arrived for the first time in man's history 
at a true knowledge of his condition in this world, and 
a true knowledge also of the nature of his existence in 
the next. These are important items of information, it 
must bo admitted ; and the sceptics will bo rea'dy with 
the question—“ Pray how do you demonstrate.this to bo 
the case?” To this inquiry the answers convoyed will 
bo amply sufficient to show to any clear and candid 
investigator that the teachings of Spiritualism do suffice 
to provo these things. With the obstinate defenders of 
Orthodoxy, the blind and bigoted opponents of progres­
sive knowledge, we have nothing to do. These must 
remain standing by the way side, while the multitude, 
with more or less resolution or perseverance, press on to 
the goal of perfect knowledge. We have abundant 
demonstration that the spirits of those who have lived

on earth  can and do con tin u ally  com m u n icate  w ith  thoso  

who a re  y e t  in th o  IJesh. A n y  one denying th e  evidence  

upon which thoso fa cts  a re  foundod is n o t w o rth y  to  

bo add ressed  upon a n y  su b ject which app eals to  tho  

u n derstand ing . I n  addition to  th is item  o f  know ledge  

w e have learn t in form ation from  tim e to  tim e upon a  

v ariety  o f  m a tte rs  con n ected  w ith alm ost ev ery  b ran ch  

o f  scien ce, and th e  in form ation so o b tain ed  has beeu  

proved in m an n er th a t lias boon recogn ised  as  irresistab le  

— proved beyond th o  possib ility  o f  d o u b t o r  cavil. I n ­

form ation  is also co n tin u ally  reach in g  us, th rou gh  th e  

m agn etic  influence, ab o u t th e  con d ition , a n d  p ro g ress  in 

tr u th , o f d ista n t n ation s. G re a t chan ges, w e a re  to ld , 

a r e  im pending, and th o  new s received  by each  m ail co n ­

firm s th e  b elief th a t  wo a re  upon th e  ove o f  o n e  o f  the  

m ost m om en tou s revolu tio n s in political a n d  religious  

opinion th a t  th e  w orld has e v er w itnessed. T he S o ciety , 

sca rce ly  khow n to  e x is t  till  w ithin th o  la s t few y e a rs —  

th e  S o cie ty  called  th e  In te rn a tio n a l— w hich has for its  

ob ject th o  ad v an cem en t o f  th e  s ta tu s , and th e  allevia­

tio n  o f  th e  sufferin gs, o f  w o rk in g  m on th ro u g h o u t the  

glob e, is now p erceived  to  bo an  in stitu tio n  o f  m ost 

rom ark ab lo  pow er, and one which i t  w ould bo stup id  to  

ridicu le, and idle to  ignore.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  earth  th e re  sp rin g s and flourishes a 

desire for freedom  w hich ta k e s  in nu m erable shapes. 

D em o cracy  is grow in g to  bo a  d eep -rooted  p olitical p rin ­

ciple iff th o  re g a rd  o f  hundreds o f  tho loading statesm en , 

and o f  hundrods o f  thousands o f  th e  m o st in telligen t 

peoplo o f  E n g lan d . R elig iou s in to leran ce  cro u ch es in 

fear. C ap ital will n o t m u ch  lo n g er be p erm itted  to  bo 

th e  established Ju g g e rn a u t by which th e  p o or m an  is 

cru sh ed  in E n g lan d , o r  in an y  o th o r c o u n try . T h ese are  

g re a t reform s, b u t th e y  h av e  been foresh adow ed, and  

th e y  a ro  assisted , b y th e  lig h t th a t  com es from  S p iritu al­

is tic  teach in g. W ith in  a  few m on th s th e  s ca n t in fo rm a­

tion  wo havo on  th e se  su b jects  will bo in creased  to  an 

e x te n t th a t  ou r old fashioned an ti-p ro g ressio n ist nowB- 
p ap ers an d  politicians little  d ream  of. E v e r y  reform , 

ev ery  ch an ge for th e  b e t te r , ev ery  influx o f  lig h t and  

tru th , will be seen to  be influenced by p o w er fro m  on  

high, 'and th a t pow er will be sim ply th e  ad v an cem en t o f  

tru th . So unprofitable and u n satisfacto ry  a r e  discussions  

o f  m ere  triv ial points o f  b eliof in  co n n ectio n  w ith th e
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SpiritualiH tic phenom ena th a t  wo will n o t w aste tim e, 
am i w e a re  n o t disposed to  acco rd  space, in wearisom e  

re ite ra tio n  o f  w h at only lead s to  an g ry  feeling. The  

m ain phenom enal facts  o f  Spiritu alism , as well a s  th e  

m enlal\in^lruetion and inspired w ritings, a re  before th e  

w orld , and only need th e  e x e rcise  o f  th e  com m onest 

in telligen ce to  understand . T he g ro a t resu lt, th e  m igh ty  

regen eratio n  o f  so ciety  which is now com m en cing its  

rap id  p rogress, is w h at we m ainly rely  upon to  prove  

th a t  th e  prop er definition o f Spiritualism  is T b u t u —  

th e  e tern al tru th  th a t  N a tu re  h as been end eavou ring to .  

co n v ey  to  th e  dark en ed  u n derstand ings o f  m en, any  

tim e for th e  last e ig h teen  hundred years. L e t  ou r  

re a d e rs  b ear th is in mind. W h en  th ey  shall be asked  

w h at is th e  belief th a t the S p iritu alists  clin g to — they  

can  an sw er fearlessly— it is faith  and full relian ce on the  

e te rn a l existen ce , and everlastin g  p ro g ress, o f  T iiutii.

----------- o------------

A  r.ECTUEH en titled  “ Spiritualism  weighed in th e  balance, 
and found w anting,”  w as delivered by th e  Rev. Ja m e s  
N ish, o f  San dh urst, in th e  W est M elb ourne P resb yterian  
C h u rch , on tiie L 1th ultim o. T h ere  w as a num erous  
atten d an ce , and th e  ch air was occupied by S ir  Ja m e s  
M 'C u lloch .

T h e  lectu re  as a whole was m od erate  in to n e , and  
free  from abuse and r id icu le ; th u s in d icatin g  th a t  th e  
rev . gentlem an possessed ra th e r  m ore know ledge o f  his 
su b ject th an  th e  m ajority  o f  ou r opponents who m ak e up 
by ridicu le w h at th ey  lack in know ledge, l i e  adm itted  
th a t  m any rem arkable facts  had been add uced, he also  
believed th a t  m o re  w ould be b rou gh t to  ligh t, and th a t  
i t  was w orth y o f  th oughtful in vestigation . W ith  this  
adm ission, as  a  first step , w e have every  reason to bo 
satisfied, b u t w hile ho adm itted  th e  facts , he looked  
upon th e  th eo ry  th at had been deduced from th em  as 
irration al, im probable, and delusive. I f  th e  rev . g en tle ­
m an was a  m aterialist we should think i t  n ecessary  to  
refu te  his argum ents, as he is n o t, and w e think th a t  he 
w ill''d o m uch m ore harm  to  his ow n position th an  to  
ou rs, w e -will m erely p oin t o u t th e  tw o-edged n a tu re  o f  
his argum ents. H is  cou rse  o f  reasonin g will ten d  to  
en g en d er in th e  m inds o f  his con g reg ation  a scepticism  
regard in g  sp iritu al th ings th a t will recoil w ith double 
fo rce  on  himself. F o r  th is m uch is certa in , an d  th e  m ore  
w e in vestigate  th e  m ore conclusively is i t  proved, th a t  
th e  spiritual phenom ena un derlying all religions is 
s tr ic tly  analogous to  th e  m odern phenom ena, and w h at­
e v er th eo ry  will explain  on e will explain  a ll. F ro m  this 
proposition th e re  is no escap e. I f  m orbid e lectrica l 
conditions o f  th e  hu m an m ind will acco u n t for m odern  
m edia speaking in to n gu es unknow n to  th em , so will it  
a cco u n t for th e  p en tecostal m anifestations. I f  optical 
illusion will a cco u n t for th e  seeing o f  spirits to -d ay , it  
will also a cco u n t fo r  all angelic v isitan ts in th e  past. I f  
im p erfect sloop will a cco u n t for a ll  th e  Wonders o f dream  
land and th e  seeing o f visions to -d ay , so will i t  acco u n t  
for th e  sam e th ro u gh  all tim e. T h is, th e  rev . gentlem an  
will bo obliged to  ad m it w hen ho go es a  little  deep er  
in to  th e  su b ject, he will th e n  see  th a t  he h as  been fight­
in g  sid e b y side w ith su ch  m en ns H u m e, and aiding  
th a t  m aterialistic  scep ticism  w hich is so su rely  ov erth ro w ­
in g  th e  b elief in  th e  sup ern atu ralism  o f  th e  Bible.

ThfJ law s for th e  reco p tion  o f ovidonce, laid  down by  
^ h e 'fe v . g en tlem an , w ore j u s t  as  fatal to  his ow n position  

—' a s  th o  r e s t  o f  his arg u m en ts, and if  he a c ts  con sisten tly  
an d  ap p lies th em  to  th o  B ib le  he will inevitably re je c t  
th o  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  i t  as  un reliable, a n d  d e n o u n ce 'th e  
th eo lo g y  b u ilt up on  it  as  “  irra tio n al, im probable, and  
delusive,”  and th e  apoBtlcs as  deluded b y th e  fo rce  o f  
th e ir  im agin ations. A n  a rg u m e n t on  w hich th e  le c tu re r  
laid con sid erab le  s tre ss  w as to  th is  effect, “ M any  
p h en o m en a th a t  h ad  un doubtedly o ccu rre d  could bo a c ­
co u n te d  fo r  b y  m a g n e tic  influence, to  w hich som e p ersons  
w e re  p e cu lia rly  su scep tib le , w ith o u t an y  sp iritistic  a i d ;

and he m igh t add th a t som e who had tak en  a  prominent 
p a rt  in medium  circles one day, a n d  h ad tak en  a  bluo 
pill in th e  evening, h ad  b een  u n ab le to  fill th e  same 
position in such c ircles  th e  n e x t d ay .”  W e  have heard 
th is arg u m en t before, o f  m edium s b ein g  “ c u r e d ”  of 
vision seein g  and o th e r m cd ium istic gifts , by  m eans of 
a blue pill, and if  th e  a rg u m e n t is a  soun d one we must 
conclu de th a t  if Jo h n , w hen in th e  Tsle o f  Patinos, had 
b u t tak en  a  blue pill th e  A p o caly p se  would n ev er liavo 
been given to  so hopelessly m ystify  a n d  perplex theo­
logians.

A n o th er point to u ch ed  up on  w as th e  e ffe c t o f strong  
and p ersisten t assertion  in in d u cin g  o th e rs  to  believe tho 
th in g asserted , th is w as so happily illu strated  by tho 
le c tu re r  th a t we suppose he w as sp eak in g  from  practical 
exp erien ce . T he rev . g en tlem an 's  p eroratio n  was an 
eloquen t d en un ciation  o f  w h at h o called  impious and 
blasphem ous creed s ta u g h t b y som o S p iritists  in Am er­
ica. W e  m ay inform  him , how ever, th a t  Spiritu alism  as 
a  religion  has no creed , and th e  w hole te n o r  o f  th e  com- 
m unieations received  is th a t  n o th in g  is to  be accep ted  as 
tru th , th a t  does n o t acco rd  w ith reason, justice, and 
com m on sense. S o if  th o  exam ples g iven  be genuino 
(th ou gh  w e have n o t been ab le  to  a sce rta in  w hence ho 
g o t th em ) som e o f  th em  w ould be d en ou n ced  as heartily  
by S p iritu alists as by tho le c tu re r  him self.

F rom  th e  foregoin g it will be seen  th a t  M r. Nish’s 
im p erfect know ledge o f  th e  su b ject lias b etray ed  him 
into a somewhat, anom alous p osition , ho lias.b o en  deal­
ing wild blows at, Spiritu alism , and un consciou sly a t  
o rth o d o xy  a t  tho sam e tim e , a n d  w hile th e  young and 
vigorous system  o f  S p iritu alism  will gain  r a th e r  than  
lose b y th e  a tta ck , th e  d ecayin g  and w orn o u t  props of  
orth od o xy  can  ill su sta in  su ch  a  shaking.

T he le c tu re r 's  alight  acq ain tan co  w ith Spiritu alism  has 
con v in ced  him th a t th e  p h enom en a a r e  re a l, a n d  worthy  
o f  th ou gh tfu l in vestigation  ; a  fu rth e r  a cq u ain tan ce  will 
show him th a t  th e y  a r e  ratio n ally  in exp licab le  e xcep t on 
ou r hypothesis ; this hypothesis w o hold, in accord ance  
w ith scientific usage, u n til i t  is  ab so lu tely  dem onstrated  
to  th e  satisfaction  o f  ev ery  ratio n al' b ein g, o r  u n til i t  is 
sup erseded by a n o th e r  evolved from  still m oro profound  
research  th an  has y e t  boon possible. A n y  attem p t, 
th erefo re , to  se t up op position  th e o rie s  up on  less know­
ledge o f  th e  phenom ena th a n  th a t  possessed  by tho 
g r e a t  body o f  S p iritu alists is  su re  to  le a d  th e  rash  
ad v en tu rer in to  positions as  absurd as  th a t  held by M r. 
N ish.
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T O  T H E  S O R R O W -L A D E N  O F  E A R T H .

T i i e  b reath  o f  A u tu m n ’s b ein g  sw eeps th e  sea  
A n d  W in te r  h astes from  his Siberian snow,
B u t  wo, in o u r  divine e te rn ity
O f  love and wisdom , free  from  ev ery  woe,

I n  calm  m id-sum m er dw ell, an d 'fee l no m o rtal th roe.

H o p e  on, 0  w eary  H e a r t , h eav en ’s  g lo ry  s h in e s ; 
E a r th  fades, and soon w e shall re jo ice  to g e th e r ;
N ig h t h astes and D eath  its  d row sy w reath  en tw in es; 
In to  o u r  realm  from  earth ’s D ecom b ral w eath er  
W o  bid you com e. G o n tly  as  d rop s th e  feath er  
F r o m  th e  sw an’s b re a st, y o u r d u st, y p  w eary  hoarted, 
Shall from  y o u  fall, and n o n e shall ask  y o u  w hether  
Y e  f e a re d o r  h o p ed ; each  ran k lin g  w ound th a t  sm arted  

Shall pain no m ore , fo r  p eace  dw ells w ith th o  w orld’s 
dep arted .

C row ned w ith rose-hloom s, on  tliy m y  b an k s reposing, 
S w eet lo vers w ait you ; 0  o n e  fond em b race,
O n e lovin g sm ile, from  eyes th e ir  lo ve disclosing, 
Shall com p en sate  y o u  fo r  th is m o rta l ra ce ,
A n d  ev ery  sorrow  from  th o  h e a r t  erase .
L o v e  G od in m an , and th u s on  e a r th  obtain  
T h e  v icto r ’s  w r e a th ; L o , D eath  shall n o t  efface 
A u g h t from  th o  soul save disap pointm en t’s  p a in ;

A ll shall be y o u rs  in h eav en  th e  y o u n g  h e a r t  hoped to  gain-

{L y r ic  o f  the G olden A g e .)
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C O M M U N IC A T IO N S .

N A T U R E  A H O O K  U N F O L D I N G  D E I T Y .

Salvation in progression . C h ris t is a  prin ciple. H eaven  
is a s ta te . R easo n  is a  divine a ttr ib u te  o f  th e  soul. 
N atu re  is a  book, un folding th e  wisdom  and goodness o f  
D eity ; it is before an y  o th e r  book ; its p ag es a r c  lum i­
nous ; it teach es  tflo goodn ess o f  G o d  ; i t  h as  never been  
interpolated  o r  w ron gly  tra n sla te d  ; its  teach in g s are  
im mutable. I t  has o ften  been m isdirected , as  also  has 
reason. I t  te a ch e s  n o a n g ry  G o d  ; i t  holds fo rth  no 
blind c r e e d ; i t  is  plain , a n d  a )l who will m ay read  and  
understand. M an  has le f t th is  sacred  volum e, th e  only 
tru e Bible (o r  S c r ip tu r e s ) , a n d  h as  in its  p lace sub sti­
tu ted  the trad itio n s o f  m en. I  e n terta in ed  m an y e r r o ­
neous views while in th e  e a rth ly  f o rm ; and 1 am  very  
anxious th a t  th e  w orld should know  w herein I  w as in 
erro r. I  believed and p reached m any tru th s , b u t also  
m any e rro rs  ; th e  tru th  I  w ish to  re ta in , th e  e r ro r  I 
wish to  have re jected . T h e  se c t  w ho profess to  p a tte rn  
from m y life and teach in g s, have all m y e r ro r s , beside 
the accu m u lation  o f  m an y m o re , but have n o t m u ch  o f  
th e  tru th . I w as a re a d e r  a n d  s tu d e n t o f  both N a tu re  
an d 'R ev ela tio n  ; th e y  on ly  o f  R evelation . I ,  th ough a 
student o f  N a tu re , w as in  a  g r e a t  e r ro r , fo r  1 supposed  
th a t N a tu re  m u st su b m it to  th e  teach in g s o f  revelation  ; 
but th e  tru th  is, w herein  revelation does not a g ree  irilh  
N ature, it is  w rong. T h e  m en w ho w ro te  th e  B ib le  w ere  
not alw ays u n d er full co n tro l o f  th e  Spirit com m u nica­
ting, so th a t  m any e rro rs  c re p t in to  th e  B ib le  ; besides, 
with in terpolation s a n d  w ro n g  tran sla tio n s, wo have th e  
tru th  g r e a tly  a d u lte ra te d . I  d esire , m ost o f  a ll, th a t  
those w ho p re ten d  t o  b e  follow ers o f  m e sh ou ld  stu d y  
th c  book o f  N a t u r e ; i t  is  n o t only an  an cien t b u t a  
m odern reco rd  o f  im m u tab le fa c ts , w hich has stood, and  
will ever stand , th e  l e s t : i t  is  a  su re w ord o f  prophecy, 
w horounto all will do well to  tak e  heed. 1 will w rite  
through th is m edium  a n d  o th ers, th ose tru th s  th at, are  
indispensably n e ce ssa ry  to  u n d erstan d , in o rd e r  to  enjoy  
(io d  here, and be-prepared  for a higher sp h ere  o f  bliss in 
the Spirit-w orld.

In my fo rm e r com m u n ication  I  s ta te d , first, th a t  sa l­
vation was p rogression  ; besides, o th e r  s ta tem en ts  w ere  
made w hich will bo s ta r tlin g  to  th o se  who know m y  

J'orm er teach in g s w hen I  in hab ited  th e  earth -fo rm . 1 
will now tak e  up th ese  su b jects  sep ara te ly , a n d  discu ss  
them  briefly, and afterw ard s will d iscou rse  upon w h at 
is contained in th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f  m y form en com m u n i­
cation.

F irs t— I  s ta te d , “  salvation , o r  in o th e r  w ords, religion, 
is progression .” I t  has boon supposed and ta u g h t, and  
with can d o u r to o , th a t  religion w as a  certain  influx o f  
Divine lig h t in to  th e  soul o f  m an ; w hich took place afte r  
a  certain  ro u tin e  o f  conventionalism s, by w hich th e  
person perform in g th e  sam e w as tran sla ted  from  to tal  
darkness in to  th e  full b laze o f  th o A u n lig h t o f the  
heavenly region s, and w as in a  inomCnt (o r , ns som e  
believed, a  longor p erio d ,) p rep ared  fo r  th e  full en joy­
m ent o f  th e  p resen ce  o f  G o a ; and also  th a t, i f  th a t  
person had ch an ged  th e  form  a  m om ent before, lie would 
nave been p recip ita ted  a t  on ce  in to  everlastin g  fire, p re ­
pared fo r  th e  devil and his an g els. I  on ce  ta u g h t and  
believed th e  sam o ; b u t sin ce  I  passed in to  th e  Spirit- 
world I  have soon th ings ,n$ th e y  aro , and find to  my 
inexpressible jo y  th a t  su ch  is n o t th e  ease. T he bene­
volence o f  m y n a tu re  cau sed  mo to  p re a ch  a  b e tte r  sal­
vation th a n  m y co n te m p o ra rie s ; b u t still T w as fa r  from  
the tru th , so f a r  th a t  I  h av e  often  looked back upon my 
form er w ritings and p reach in g, and wished th a t  oblivion  
m ight fo rev er co v e r  th e m ; and also , th a t if  I  could  
re tu rn  to  e a r th  in m y  co rp o re a l form  ag ain , I  would 
teach  qu ite  a n o th o r d o ctrin e . B u t  I  thank G od th at  
th ere  ¡8 a n  o p p o rtu n ity  th ro u g h  Sp irit-m ed ium s o f  cor­
rectin g  m y fo rm er e r r o r s ;  th o u g n  I  know  th a t  th ose  
who profess to  follow m e w ill n o t, as  a  people, listen  
to  w h at I  shall w rite , b u t will condom n i t  all as n o t oven  
spiritual, and m u ch  loss ackn ow led ge th a t i t  com es from  
mo. I  wish to  im p ress upon th e  m ind o f  m ankind, th a t  
salvation o r roligion is no su ch  th in g  ns is, and h as  been, 
tau g h t b y th eologian s, b u t  i t  is goodness, righleousnsss

and truth  ;  th a t it is not in stan tan eou s, but progression  
and th a t for ev er. O h ! could m en see  th e  light th a t  
shines th rou gh  m y soul w hile I  d ic ta te  th ese  p a g e s ;  
could th ey  behold th e  tru th  as I  see  i t ; cou ld  th ey  be­
hold e r ro r  also in its  hideous form s, th ey  w ould not 
w onder a t  m y an xie ty  to  convince m en o f  tiie tru th , the  
whole tru th , as  E te rn ity  can alon e reveal.

I  shall fail to  im part what I feel, b u t will tr y  to  give  
to  m ankind a  fain t idea o f  th e  tru th  as  it is iu Je su s .  
T h a t blessed m an n ev er ta u g h t a n y  su ch  relig ion , as  has 
been ascrib ed  to  him by m any o f  his pretended follow ­
e rs  ; n e ith er did his d isc ip les ; it is th e  c re a tu r e  o f  
p ag an  barbarism  ; N a tu re  reveals no such th in g from  
w ithout, n e ith e r can  such a  sen tim en t be found iu th e  
enligh tened and dcvclo|H'd soul o f  m an. Salvation, is 
ceasin g  t o  d o  ev il, a n d  learn in g  t o  d o  w e ll ;  learn in g, 1 
say , for it is riot learned in a  m om ent, an  hour, d ay , 
m onth, o r  y e a r , n o r iu any nu m b er o f  y e a rs , B ut it is 
th e  w ork o f  e te rn ity . I m ight reason from  a n a lo g y ; 
look th ro u g h  th e  kingdom  o f  N a tu re , and behold th e  
seed o f  a  p lan t o r  tre e  in th e  e a rth , th e  m oistu re w here­
o f  exp an d s th e  g e rm  con tain ed  in  th a t  seed ;  i t  unfolds, 
its  n a tu re  p rog resses, it bears fru it ; so w ith th e  germ  
o f  goodness, rig h teo u sn ess , aud tru l h it is n o t m atu red  
iu a  day, b u t, as  in th e  reg u lar o rd e r  o f  N a tu re , it is 
developed, and will e v er be developing th rou gh  all 
e te rn ity . 1 do not intend in th e  present in stan ce  to  
elab orate  th is th o u g h t, h u t m erely to  p resen t th e  idea.

M y  second sta tem en t i s ;  C h rist is a p rin cip le ; o r , in 
o th e r  w ord s, w h at con stitu ted  J e s u s  th e  C hrist w as th at, 
in him  was m o re  fully developed th e  principle o f  u n iv er­
sa l benevolence  than in an y  o th e r  person before him. 
T h is C h rist  -principle  is religion ; n o t  form s, n o r  c reed s  
o r  a blind faith , b u t U niversal B enevolence. This is all 
o f  religion . M inds in tiie body do n o t see th e  full h ear­
ing o f  th is C hrist-p rincip le. T h ey  suppose th at C h rist  
w as a  p erso n , and th a t Je su s  was th at p e rso n ; th a t in 
him  w ere blended th e .h u m an  and divine, which w as tru e  
in one sense, b u t in th o  sam e sense ns it is with every  
enligh ten ed  and spiritually  m inded m an . I t  has been 
supposed th at J e s u s  w as all o f  G od, and also a  p erfect  
m an , which th in g is false. J e s u s  was a g re a t and good  
m an ;  hut th ere  w as n othing m ore m iracu lou s about his 
con cep tion , b irth , life, an d  teach in gs, th an  an y  o th e r  
good m an. J e s u s  nev er ta u g h t people to  pay divine 
hom age to  h im ; he never ta u g h t th at lie was th e  ¡Son o f  
G od , e x ce p t in th e  sen se in which o th e r  m en m igh t bo 
th e  Sons o f  G od. Je su s  possessed a  very  p e rfe ct and  
positive organ ization  n atu ra lly , and also a t  tim es was 
very n e g a tiv e ; in fa ct,, h e  w as a s  p e rfe ct a n  Organic 
b ein g  as  probably e v er p receded o r  succeeded him. H e  
p reach ed  th e  Gospel o f  N a tu re , which reveals good  
tid in gs to  all th e 'ra c e , H e reasoned from N a tu re  and  
n a tu ra l th in g s. W h a t  you have o f  his h isto ry  teaches  
th is  in variably. Y o u  have b u t an  item  o f  th e  tru e  bio­
g rap h y  o f  Je su s . T h e re  w as m ore tr u th  in th o se  copies  
d estroy ed  by th e  R om an  E m p ero r than rem ains in th e  
p resen t au th orized  version. H is  biograph ers fell into  
th e  sam o e rro r , as did his disciples, and supposed th at  
he m u st have been a  divine being because “ he spake as  
n e v e r  m an  sp ak e ,"  th a t is , as  th e y  n ev er heard m an  
speak. T h ey , as  y o u , had listened to  th e  m ythological 
te a ch e rs  o f  th e  ag e  in which th ey  lived, h ad  h eard  th e  
blind p riests  o f  th e ir  day rep resen t G od as  being pos- 

[ sossed o f  tho w o rst a t t r ib u te s ; as  giving law s to  m ankind  
both unsuitable and u n ju s t; as  binding burdens upon  
th e m  w hich n e ith e r  th e y  n o r  th e ir  fa th e rs  .w ere a b le  to  
bear, in tho shapo o f  c reed s, faith s, sacrifices, A c., Ac. 
T hey saw , ns m en now see, th a t  th ose who ta u g h t m oral­
ity  needed m o ralisin g ; th e y  saw  and heard w h at n eith er  
reason n o r  com m on sonse could receive o r  ju s t if y ;  and  
well m igh t th e y  exclaim , “ N e v e r  m an sp ak e like th is  
m an .”

I  p roceed to  rem ark  on  m y u o x t prop osition  vory  
briefly. “ H eaven is a  s ta te .”  Tho o rro rs  have c re p t  
in to  th o  creed s o f  m on,— th a t  H eav en  is a  location , a  
certain  co u n try , w ith finite b o u n d aries ; th a t  in th a t  
co u n try  th e re  is a  c ity , b u ilt o f  th e  m ost co s tly  m aterials ; 
th a t  G o d  is a  person, and dw ells w ithin i ts  w alls ; (h a t  
H o  has “ a  g re a t w h ite  th r o n e ;”  th a t H o s its  upon it, 
dealing o u t ju d g m en t and m ercy  acco rd in g to  circu m ­
stan ces ; th a t H is  m em ory is so p o or, H e  is obliged to
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keep n book o r book« (an d  o f  co u rse  H e  m ust have a 
b o o k -k eep er); th a t in th a t  book o r  books H e  keeps a  

; c o r re c t  a cco u n t o f  d eb t and cre d it ag ain st the nam e o f  
x ev ery  person born into th e  w orld, and will in th e  last 
'•great day— “ th e  day o f  ju d g m e n t,"  ju d g e  every  person  

o u t o f  th a t book, acco rd in g  to  bis deeds, o r  d eb t and 
cred it ; and th a t H e  is possessed o f  such a  bad disposi­
tion , th a t  i t  req u ires th e  co n s ta n t pleadings o f  I lis  Son, 
(w ho by tho bye, is said to  be possessed o f  a b e tter  
n a tu re ), to  keep him  from  execu tin g  bis w rath  upon  
poor, offending m a n ; and m uch m ore o f  ju s t  such incon­
s is te n t vagaries, which a re  n o t w orth th e  lab o u r o f  
rep etition . A ll th is  I unqualifiedly assert, is false ; n o t  
a  shadow o f  tru th  in th e  whole o f  It. I  re fe r  th e  reader  
to  N a tu re  in proof. H ea v en  is  all space  It m a y b e  
enjoyed as  well, th ough n o t as p erfectly , in th is rudi- 
m ental sph ere, as  in an y  oth er. T h e  m ind, in tho rudi- 
m cn tal, is hold dow n by various things w hich serv e  as  
clo g s  to  keep H eaven o u t o f  th o  soul. H eav en  is the  
en joym en t o f  G od as  seen in H is  w orks, which in pro-

Eortion  ns it is unfolded to  th e  m ind, cre a te s  a  bliss un- 
now n to  th e  w orldling o r sensualist, G od is seen in 

N a tu re , and th a t  is th e  only w ay H e  is ever seen ; and 
seeing God is H eav en , w h eth er in th is sp h ere o r  any  
oth er. “ B lessed  a re  th e  p u re  in h e a rt, for th e y  shall 
see  G od which th in g  is tru e .

I  n e x t s ta te d , “ R eason is a divine a ttr ib u te  o f  the  
s o u l b u t  how it has been p erverted  and m isd ire c te d ! 
M an , by R eason, has been try in g  fo r  ag e s  to  bring  
reason and S crip tu re  to  term s, w hich he n ev er could nor 
can  do if th e  S crip tu res  a re  tak en  indiscrim inately ; but 
when R eason and N a tu re  have been b ro u g h t in to  co n ­
ju n ctio n ,-th ey  w ere ever found to  a g re e  p erfectly , which  
th in g proves th a t R eason is a  divine a ttr ib u te  o f  N atu re , 
and N a tu re ’s God. R eason w as given to  m an as  a guide  
to  in stru ct in th e  rovealm ents o f  N atu re , to  keep th e  
m ind in equipoise, th a t it shall n o t ru n  in to  e rro r  on the  
one hand o r th e  o th er. L et reason ta k e  th e  p lace which  
th e  G o d  o f  N a tu re  designed it , and all th e  inharm onics  
and in congruities o f  th is  world will cease forev er. T he  
voice o f  reason is th o  voice o f  G o d ; i t  speaks in w ords 
o f  com fort, it falls in tones o f m elody on th e  e a r  o f  all 
ration al beings. G ive e a r  to  h e r  teach in gs, O sons and 
d au gh ters o f  m en, i t  will nev er m is le a d ; i t  leads th e  
soul up from  N a tu re  to  N a tu re ’s G od ; i t  ren d ers the  
souls unspeakably happy who exercise  it.

I  now p roceed to  elu cid ate  briefly m y n e x t proposition, 
which is— “ N a tu re  is a book unfolding th e  wisdom  and  
goodness o f  th e  D eity 1 m igh t say  unfolding all th e  
a ttrib u te s  o f  G od, w hich is  th e  c a s e ; nnd it  is, m oreover, 
th e  only book w hich does fully unfold th em . T he study  
o f  N a tu re  is tho occu p ation  o f  all th o  inhabitants o f the  
S p irit-w orld . T he harm ony, th o  wisdom , th e  beau ty , 
th e  bencvolenco, and adap tation  found in th a t volum e, 
as  far surpass an y  o th e r  book as  infinity su rp asses th e  
finite. I  beseech all to  stu d y th a t book ; begin yo u r  
etern al occup ation  w hile yon in hab it th is g ro sser form  
o f life ; th o  jo y  and holy com fort y o u  will exp erien ce  in 
th a t  study, will am ply com pensate y o u  fo r  all th o  toil. 
H u m an  w ork s a re  good insom uch as  th e y  a g re e  w ith God  
in N a tu re . T h ere  a re  m an y sublim o lessons ta u g h t in 
th e  B iblo , as  also in m an y o th e r  books ; th ese  a r e  to  be 
tre a su re d  w h eth er found in tho B iblo ,. o r  Shnstor, th e  
K o ra n , o r  Zondavesta, o r an y  o th e r prod uction  o f m a n ; 
b u t th e  B ible lias m ore goo_d teach in gs th an  an y  o th er  
w ork , and has m o re  e v i l ; choose th o  good, discard  th e  
evil.

J O H N  W E S L E Y .  

----------- o------------

S t . K il d a , 25 t h  S e p t e m b e r  1868.

M a n  is  th e  im ago o f  G od, a n d  th o  em bodim ent o f  all 
N a tu re , h is developing cap acities  a r e  beyond a ll earth ly  
con cep tion , and his prog ressive cap acity  eternal.

T h e  G re a t F i r s t  Causo o p eratin g  up on undeveloped  
m a tte r , g rad u ally  an d  harm oniously developed th e  
su ccessiv e s tr a ta  o f  th e  m ineral kingdom , and in au gu ­
r a te d  th e  vegetab le  kingdom . F r o m  th e se , b v  th e  ope­
ra tio n s  o f  th o  D ivin e m ind, w as developed th e  anim al 
kingdom , and b y  a  grad u al p ro cess  o f  refin em en t, a  form  
wSs elim in ated  p ossessing in  itse lf  th o  ultim ate  o f  m a tte r ,

and g en eratin g , by its  affinity w ith th e  C re a to r , an im- 
perishable spirit.

T he first ty p o  o f m an  w as less  p e rfe c t th a n  tho subse­
quent ones— th o  first m an  w as n o t  th o  coronal of 
hum anity, b u t  th e  coronal o f  m atter. T h e  refining in­
fluence o f  th e  D ivine S p irit h as b een  e v er activ e in the 
developm ent o f  m ankind, and th e  p e rfe c t m an is not 
y e t.

Tho Celestial Sp irits, w hoso divine influence moves 
w orlds and system s, a re  th e  only rep resen ta tiv es  o f  the 
perfection  o f  m an. V '  ,

T h e  su b lim ity o f  th e  G r e a t  A ll-w ise is im parted to 
th ose pow erful sp irits, a s  i t  will be u ltim ately  to  man 
in th e  body.

W e  wish to  en larg e y o u r ideas o f  th e  d estin y  o f  man, 
and o f  th e  la te n t pow ers w hich only w a n t brin gin g into 
actio n  to  d em on strate  w h a t w e say.

A ll N a tu re  will becom e su b servien t to  m an . H e will 
cleave  th e  a ir  like a  b ird  ; bo w ill co n tro l th e  elem ents; 
h e  will cau se th e  e a rth  to  b rin g fo rth  ab u n d an tly  with 
little  t o i l ; and he will -learn to  live in h arm on y with 
N a tu r e ’s  laws.

T h e  C elestial Sp irits a re  in fre q u e n t com m unication  
with th e  S ix th  Sphere. T h e ir  g loriou s p resen ce  anim ates 
us to  g re a te r  o flo rts ; and th e  G o d -lik e a ro m a which sur­
rounds th em  falls like a  m an tle  up on  th e ir  d ep u ties in 
th is sphere.

T h o C on gress o f  w ise sp irits, who gu id e th e  move­
m ent, a re  aided by th ese  celestia l v isito rs, and whenover 
n ecessary  a  C elestial S p irit a tte n d s  th e  C on gress as a 
rep resen ta tiv e  o f  th e  D ivin ity .

T he Spiritual G osp el to  m an k in d  w ill in deed be glad 
tidings : i t  will show  him  th o  p ro xim ity  o f  H eav en , and 
th e  glorious d estin y  th a t aw aits him.

T h e  only cond ition  is th a t  m en  should liv e  in harm ony  
w ith N a tu re ’s law s. B y  th ese  m ean s lie w ill secu re  his 
e a rth ly  happiness and his h eavenly  salv atio n . H e  will 
rapid ly develop in all goodn ess, a n d  exh ib it th e  God-like 
p rin ciple con tain ed  in him.

T he ultim ato d estin y  o f  m an is  n o t  con ceiv ed  o f by 
m an in th e  a g g re g a te , n o r  do th e  ex istin g  system s of  
religion throw  lig h t on  th e  su b ject. F e w  indeed en ter­
ta in  any definite idea o f  th o  n a tu re  o f  th e  aftor-lifo. 
Tho B ible, w hich is acce p te d  by m o s t C h ristian s  as a  
com pendium  o f  G od’s revelation s to  m an  does n o t convey 
any a c cu ra te  descrip tion  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  im mortal 
life.

Tho sp irits  pu rp ose t o  give m ankind a  definite descrip­
tion  o f sp irit life, nnd a t  th o  sam e tim e  te a c h  th em  how 
to  p rep are  for it.

T h o  orig in  o f  m an is  m a t te r ; th e  orig in  o f  sp irit is 
God.

G od a n d  m a tto r  a r e  co-o torn al. G o d  is th e  positive  
and m a tte r  n egative. T h o actio n  o f  th e  G r e a t  Positivo  
m ind grad u ally  b u t su re ly  dovelopes, o u t  o f  gro ss  m ate­
ria lity , th e  m o st refined form s w hich u ltim a te  in spirit. 
L a w  and m ajesty  p e rta in  to  a ll th e  a c ts  o f  G od . H is  
law s a r e  n ev er b r o k e n : m an  m ay v io late  th em , b u t they  
a r e  im m utable, un ch an g eab le, and e tern al. G o d  is tho  
lovin g p a re n t o f  us all, and each  and all a r e  th e  objects  
o f his solicitudo. E t ebn a h  h a p p in e s s  is  th e  d estin y  of 
h is children.

G qod and w ise spirits a r e  a t  w ork to  a c ce le ra te  m an's 
developm ent, and th e  co n seq u en t in au g u ratio n  o f  his 
p atrim o n y . W o  w ill w rite  o u r  view s o f  w h a t will most 
te n d  to  th is  consum m ation.

O n e o f  th e  firs t steps to  bo ta k e n  is  to  show  m an  on  
w h a t an u n su b stan tial basis ho h a s  b u ilt his hopeB, and  
fixed  his faith . T h e  d estru ctio n  o f  th e  u n sou n d  founda­
tio n  ¡b n ecessary , to  m ak e w ay fo r  th e  fou n d ation  o f  th e  
tr u ly  se cu re  tem p le o f  h eav en ly  tru th .

T h is  is  b ein g  done b y  a  n a tu ra l seq u en ce  o f  events, 
an d  sp irits  a r e  aiding in  e v e ry  co n ceiv ab le w ay . I t  
sh ou ld  b e  y o u r  task , w h enever a n  o p p o rtu n ity  p resen ts  
itself, to  p o in t o u t th e  w eak ness o f  th e  bnsis o f  accep ted  
th eolo gy. T h e  m ind o n ce  reliev ed  o f  th e  in cu m b ran ce  
o f  th eolo gical chain s, will n a tu ra lly  p e n e tra te  th e  sphere  
o f  d ark n ess w hich h a s  su rro u n d ed  i t ,  an d  in te rro g a te
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N ature, and N a tu r e  will respond in  unm istakable  
accen ts:— “ B eh old  in  m e th e  w ork  and exp ressio n  o f  th e  
fa th e r . See in m y b eau ties  th e  lig h t o l his p resen ce, 
and d ra w  insp iration  from  h is m ig h ty  u n iverse.”  Tnto 
the expanding m ind o f  su ch  will How th e  tru th s  o f  im ­
m ortality, and th e  w isdom  o f  angels.

Good influences co m e w h erev er so u g h t, and evil ones 
(lee from tru th  and p u rity .

W e  can p o u r in to  th e  recep tiv e  brain  o f  a  pure-m inded  
man the wisdom o f  o u r  sph ere. W e  can  a ttu n e  his soul 
(o  the harm ony o f  th e  s p h e re ; w e can  aro u se  th e  dor­
mant faculties o f his n a tu re , and fill h im  w ith e c s ta tic  
yearnings to  do good.

The n e x t s te p  is  to  en ligh ten  th o se  who, h av in g ca s t  
aside th eir chain s, a r e  looking for th e  ligh t, b u t from  th e  
defective n atu re  o f  th e ir  o rg an isa tio n s, a r e  n o t co m p eten t 
to  grasp th e  g r e a t  tru th s  p resen ted  to  th em . I t  is 
necessary th a t  th ose m o re  enligh ten ed  should tak e  th em  
by th e  hand, and see  th em  safely on th e ir  w ay , le s t th ey  
stumble ov er th e  ro ck s o f  E r r o r ,  o r  lo se  th e ir  p ath  for 
want o f  wisdom.

The d u ty  o f  m an  to  h is  b ro th e r  is  to  a id  him  ns a  
brother. T h ose  w ho rcv o l in sp iritu al wisdom  should  
givo o f th eir ab u n d an ce  to  th e ir  fellows.

The m anifestations o f  sp iritu al p o w er w hich a r e  co n ­
stantly o ccu rrin g  in all p a r ts  o f  th e  w orld , fulfil th e ir  
mission, which is  t o  im press su scep tib le  m inds. M an y  
cannot receive th em  as  sp iritu al— th e ir  m inds a re  n o t  
fit.

O u r desire is to  form  a  n u cleu s o r  ce n tre  in  ev ery  com ­
munity, from  w hich w ill ra d ia te  sp iritu al lig h t, w hich will 
gradually a t t r a c t  th e  m u ltitu d e . T h ese  c ircles  on ce  estab ­
lished on a  p ro p er basis, ca n n o t be destroyed , b u t will 
continually no au g m en ted  u n til th e  w hole lum p is 
leavened. T h e  sp iritu al m an ifestation s now  tak in g  place  
in A m erica a re  o f  e v e ry  con ceiv ab le descrip tion — th e  
m ajority appeal to  th e  in te lle ctu a l fa cu lty  o f  m a n ; b u t  
many o f tno in ferio r on es ap p eal to  m an ’s lo w er p e rce p ­
tions. T h ey  a re  sup erficial and fallible, an d  aboun d in 
contradictions, th e  cau se  o f  th is  is th a t  m an y  m en  
enter into th e  in v estig atio n  w ith n o o th e r  m otive th a n  
curiosity, and a  d esire  fo r  n o v elty . Su ch m inds a t t r a c t  
towards th e ir  c ircles  a n  in ferio r class o f  sp irits, n o t  
capable o f  in stru ctin g  n o r  desiro u s  to  do so. T h ey  are  
generally in affinity w ith th e  m inds o f  th e  c ircle , and  
will do (as fa r  as  lay s  in th e ir  po w er) w h a t th e  circle  
desires. T he m an ifestatio n s a r e  p h ysical, a n d  o ften  very  
powerful, b u t v e ry  l i t t le  good re su lts  th erefro m , th e  
motive n o t b ein g  w h at i t  should be.

The tru e  m eth o d  o f  re a ch in g  m an ’s h e a r t  is  th rou gh  
his understand ing— th ro u g h  his m oral p ercep tio n s—  
through his sou l. G o d  an d  m an a r e  linked to g e th e r  by 
this eternal an d  im perishab le p rin cip le , an d  th ro u g h  it 
God’s influence is  con v eyed  to  m a if

T he soul o f  m a n  is  n a tu ra lly  exp an sive, b u t  gross  
m ateriality p rev en ts  i ts  expan sion  w h ilst in th e  body. 
O ur efforts a re  d ire c te d  to  th e  refin em en t o f  th e  spirit 
and mind o f  m an , th a t  th e  sou l m ay  m o re  th oroughly  
perm eate his o rg an isa tio n , and th e n  th e  good principle  
would ap p ear in  a ll his ac ts .

THE NEW EOECE.

B T  T IIO M A 8 B B E V O IB .

Those who a r e  fam iliar w ith th e  p ro g ress  o f  m odern  
Spiritualism  m u s t b e  am u sed  a t  th e  co n s ta n t recu rren ce  
o f th e  an n o u n cem en t o f  th e  “  d iscovery ”  o f  a  “ new  
force.” T h is is g e n e ra lly  m ad e  b y  som e independent

s T ^ ° f v aCiei|Ce' w ho c n te rs  0n ,  ’nV0.8tiSa ti0 n  ?/’  *  Apart from other objccUon
op intualism  d e  novo, u n acq u ain ted  w ith , o r  ignorin g all, awk.war<l nml cmbarrassinn one. 
the investigation s and exp erim en ts  o f his pred ecessors tive and substantive; to design 
'n  th e  sam e line. T h is n ew  fo rce , so often  discovered

during th e  la s t tw en ty  years, has been variously ch ris­
ten ed  and re -ch risten ed  " n e r v e  force ,”  “ n erv e  fluid,”

m ag n etic  au ra ,”  “ vital e le c tric ity ,”  “ od ,” “ sp iricity ,”  
“  M a ry  J a n e ,” and “ psychic fo rce  th e  last baptism al 
nam e being cou ferred  on  i t  by its g o d fath ers, M r. S e r­
je a n t  C o x, J . P . ,  and M r. W illiam  C rook es, F .R .S . M r. 
C rook es, how ever, deserves well o f  scien ce and o f  S p irit­
ualism , for his in dependent, persevering, and search in g  

'in v estig atio n , and th e  cou rage  (so  rare  in m en o f  his 
high scientific p ositio n ) w ith w hich he has publicly  
avow ed th e  u n popular conviction  to  which bis exp eri­
m en ts have led  him , o f  th e  genuineness o f  th e  phenom ena  
gen erally  ca lled  “ spiritual m anifestations,” and which 
he now  designates b y th e  significant, th ou g h  som ew hat 
less p ron oun ced, nam e o f  “ P sy ch ism :— a  nam e for 
which D r. H addock sto o d  sponsor som e tw en ty  y ears  
ago, in his w ork Somnolism and Psycheism .

M r. S erjean t C ox su gg ests th e  te rm  psychic fo r c e ,  to  
avoid th e  ap p earan ce  o f  an y  foregone conclu sion .” *  If ,  
how ever, he “  can  find no evidence even ten din g to  prove  
th a t th e  fo rce  is o th e r  th a n  a  fo rce  proceeding from , o r  
d irectly  dopendant up on , th e  hum an organ isation  ”— if  
i t  be w holly, as h e  d esignates it , a  “ n erve force ’ ’— why 
call it p sy ch ic  ?  I n  th a t  case  i t  is p u rely  physiological, 
n o t p s y c h ic ; and th e  la t te r  te rm  is sim ply m isleading. ’ 
P erh ap s, how ever, th e  co n trad ictio n  is on e o f  term s  
r a th e r  th a n  o f  f a c t ; and both m ay bo ap p ro p riate , a c ­
cordin g to  th e  op posite side from  which th e  ob ject is 
ap p ro ach ed . T h e  fo rce  m ay  p roceed p artly  o r  wholly 
from  th e  hu m an o rg a n isa tio n ; b u t ev ery  p atien t and 
carefu l in vestig ator discovers th a t th e re  is also  an  obvious 
in telligen ce ab extra , which govern s and uses th is force. 
I n  th o  case o f  tho exp erim en t with th e  accord ion , as the  
Spectator  co rre c tly  says, th e  fo rce  m u st c learly  have been  
“ in  som e w ay co n n ected  w ith  a m usically edu cated  
m ind.”  I t  is th e  o b scu re  p ercep tion  o f  th is  tw ofold  
a sp e c t o f  th e  qu estion— on th e  one hand, a  fo rce  dem on­
stra te d  by s c ie n c e ; on  th e  o th e r, a  con tro llin g  and re g u ­
latin g  m ind, as  d em on strated  b y reason, th a t  h as  caused  
in th o  m ind o f  th e  learn ed  S erjean t th is  ap p aren t oscil­
la tio n  b etw een  th e  opposite polos o f  m a tte r  and s p ir it ; 
and has led him  to  speak o f w h at to  him  is a now fo rce  
now  as  ph ysical, now as  p sych ic. I t  is  physical and 
p sych ic. T o identify i t  exclu siv ely  w ith e ith er is p artial 
a n d  defective. T h ere  can  be no ad eq uate in vestigation  
w hich does n o t com prehend both. I t s  effects and the  
cond itions on  w hich th e y  a re  dependant a re  in part a t  
leas t, p h y s ic a l ; b u t th e  o p eratin g  cau se is psych ic o r  
sp iritu al, and th e  w ork o f  th e  scientific in vestigator  
should bo to  ascerta in  th e ir  several lim its, and assign to  
e a ch  its  p lace and use. A  know ledge o f th e ir  m utual 
re la tio n  and h arm on y is n ecessary  to  a  full and proper 
un derstan d in g o f  th e  su b ject. U n fortu n ately  th ese  in­
vestigatio n s a re  m ostly  one-sided. T he scien tist, from  
bias and hab it, g en era lly  insists on  tre a tin g  th e  question  
as one o f  p u re  ph ysics ; w hile th e  non-scien tist, in ten t  
on its  p h ysical asp ect, seldom  m akos th e  physical con - 
conditions a  m a tte r  o f  search in g and sy stem atic  investi­
gation.

I f  th e  proposed Psych ological S o cie ty  is founded, it is 
to  bo hoped th a t  i t  will g ive duo and p rop ortion ate  
a tte n tio n  to  both facto rs o f  th e  problem — th o  physical 
and th e  p s y c h ic a l ; wo believe i t  will soon be found th at  
th e  la t te r  is  th e  la rg e r  and m ore im p o rtan t o f  tho tw o.

T h e  calm  and carefu l s ta te m e n t o f M r. C rook es, i t  will 
be seen, is  confirm ed by th e  testim on y o f  D r. H u ggins, 
V ice -P re sjd e n t o f  th e  R o y al S o ciety , .and by M r. S er­
je a n t  C ox, M .P ., who adds in his published le t te r  to  M r. 
C rookes, “ T o u r  experim ents com p letely  confirm  th e  
conclusion a t  which th o  In v estig a tin g  C om m ittee o f  th e  
D ialectical S o ciety  arriv ed  a f te r  m ore th a n  forty m eet­
ings for tria l and te s t .”  T h e  V olscian s o f  th e  F o u rth  
E s ta te  a re  in  conseq uence consid erab ly  fluttered . T he  
D a ily  T elegra p h  n o t only p rin ts  th o  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  M r.
Croolces’ paper, b u t devotes a  lead ing a rtic le  p artly  to  
i t  and p artly  to  an  a rtic le  on  “ T he T ran sp o r-

A p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t e r m  i s  a  v e r y
.  .  | ----------- ’ - - r o n e .  I t  i s  t o  l i e  u s e d  b o t h  a s  a d j e c -

____  l e s i g n a t e  t h e  f o r c e  i t s e l f ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e

p e r s o n  i t  p r o c e e d s  f r o m .
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ta tio n  o f  M ed iu m s." T h e  T elegra p h  affects th e  
facetiou s, b u t th e  fu n n iest p a r t  o f  th e  a rtic le  is th e  s ta te ­
m en t th a t, “ if  th is new  lig h t be tru e , i t  m ore en tire ly  
u p sets spirit-w rapp ing th an  an y th in g  y e t  discovered.’’ 

, T h e  w riter, how ever, naively adds, '• b u t still th e  new  
. n o r /e  fo rce  docB n o t exp lain  M rs. G u p p y’s flight, nor  
\M /i H e m o ’s playful p ran k  o f  e n terin g  th e  breakfast- 
ro o m  on all fours, unheralded, un expected , and u n an­
nounced ”  N o , and a  good m an y o th e r  th ings besides 
a re  left equally unexplained by it. T he w riter, how­
ev er, is in a  very  p ro p er and hopeful fram e o f  mind, for  
he sensibly conclu des th a t  he will “ resp ectfu lly  w ait for 
fu r th e r  fa c ts .”

N ow  th a t  th is  “ now fo rce  ”  has received the im prim a­
t u r  o f  S cien ce, so far as  Scien ce has y e t in vestigated  it, 
th e  n e x t question to  be ag itated — and it  is by far the  
m ore im p o rtan t one— is— -W h at is th e  ag en cy  which so  
in telligen tly  ad ap ts an d  applies th e  “ new  fo rce "  to  so 
m an y  and such diverse purposes, now m akin g d eton a­
tio n s o f  variou s d egrees o f  power, and by them  respond­
ing to  qu estion s o r  holding converse witli th ose p re se n t; 
now m oving tho hand in in voluntary  and unprem edi­
ta te d  w riting, o r guiding th e  w holly unskilled hand in 
th e  production o f  a r tis tic  draw ings ; now passing fruits, 
and flowers w ith th e  fresh dew upon th em , snow-flakes, 
ice  blocks, and even living bodies, th ro u g h  w h at is called  
solid m a t te r ; now, as in th e  “ cru cial te s ts , w ith care ­
fully arran ged ap p aratu s, and in th o  prosenco o f  irre ­
proachable w itn esses," detailed by M r. C rookes, lifting  

•heavy w eights, o r playin g tu n es on a  cag ed  and insu­
lated accord ion ? G iven e le c tr ic ity  as  an  clem en t o r  
force, w h at m akes and w orks th e  te legrap h  ? D oes  
elec tric ity  co n s tru c t its  ow n teleg rap h s, and su p p ly as  
well as tran sm it its  ow n te leg ram s ?  W h a t , i f  a f te r  all, 
th o  “  new  forco ,” is used by th ose who have passed  
beyond th e  veil as a  m eans to  establish on a firm er, and  
on a  scientific basis, th e  old an d  all b u t universal bolief 
in spirits and a  sp irit w orld ?  T h is is th e  inevitable  
question loom ing up behind tho “ now fo rce ,"  and which  
causes so m any to  re g a rd  it w ith suspicion and alarm .

Spirits—
A y ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  r u b  !

“ Sp irits is th e  last th in g I  will give in to ,"  paid th e  la te  
S ir  David B re w s te r ; and in /th is  ho b u t to o  faithfully  
reflected  th e  feeling o f  scien tists, who a re  scien tists—  
and nothing m ore. H en ce , a t  th o  (E cu m en ical Council 
o f  S cien ce a t  Ed inburgh, th o  “ new  fo rce "  was indicted  
as  a  heresy, and learn ed  professors seem ed h alf be­
wildered, and m ore th an  h alf confounded, a t  th e  reported  
defection from  th e  ran k s o f scientific orth od o xy. I t  m ay  
be hum iliating to  th e  prid e o f m en o f  scien ce, who have  
so lo n g  and porsisten tly looked down with sup rem e  
con tem p t upon tho belief in sensible m anifestations from  
and open com m union w ith tho w orld o f  spirits as  a  
vu lg ar and exploded sup erstition , to  find th a t th ey  have 
been som ew hat h asty  in th e ir  conclusion, and th at, a lte r  
nil, th e  im m ense m ajority  o f  th eir fellow -creatures w ere  
n o t such tools bb th e y  had th ou g h t th em . B u t  porhaps 
th is m ay be no g re a t m isfortune, even to  tho m en of  
scien ce thom solves. P erh ap s a  little  m ore m odesty and  
hu m ility is ju s t  th e  lesson which th e y  m ost neod to  
learn , and th is m ay bo th e  m eans o f  teach in g  it . T o  th e  
m an o f  tru e  scien ce i t  is no hum iliation, b u t a n  honour­
able satisfaction , to  acknow ledge a n  e rro r  a n d  ad m it 
th a t h e  is w iser to -d ay  th an  ho was yesterd ay .

A  W O R D  T O  T H E  C L E R G Y

W h o  w h i t e  a n d  p k e a c i i  a g a i n s t  S p i b i t u a l i s m .

T h e  a tta ch m e n t o f  th e  C lergy to  pre-couceived notions—  
for th e  m o st p a r t blindly rocoivcd  in early  y o u th — is 
u n fo rtu n ate  for them selves, and th o  cause, w hich, above  
all o th ers, th e y  desire to  u p h o ld ; becau se it 'd o o s  n o t 
leave th e ir  m inds open to  tho recep tio n , o r  exam in ation , 
o f  a n y  ad v erse  conclusions which m en, equally e a rn e st  
and ab le  as  them selves, have arriv ed  a t  ; and th u s  p re ­
v en ts  a ll p ro g ress  ; and th e  ad v en t o f  ev ery  fresh  tru th  
is  a n  additional blow to  th eir cau se ; w hich gives th e  
m ore pain, bocause th ey  inw ardly feel so u tte rly  pow er­
less to  co n te n d  w ith it.

W h e n  an y  new  tru th  is unfolded, th e y  do n o t calmly 
in vestigate  it , w hen p resen ted  to  th em , and ask their 
reason if  i t  be rig h t ; b u t th e y  in variably  apply to  it the 
stan d ard  o f  th e ir  p re-co n ceiv ed  n o tio n s ; and if  i t  con- 
flict w ith th is stan d ard , th e y  a r e  a t  on ce  piepared to 
b attle  w ith i t ,  n o t b ecau se , a f te r  duo in qu iry , tlioy havo 
found th a t i t  is u n su p p orted  by reaso n  and facts  ; but 
because i t  does n o t a g re e  w ith w h at th e y  have previous­
ly  been ta u g h t to  believe, a n d  to  g u ard  against all 
com ers.

I f  th ey  h ad a  firm u n w averin g  conviction  ; i f  they 
knew  th e y  w ere r ig h t ; th e y  w ould n o t  be so painfully 
excited  a t  w h at is said in con flict w ith it . B u t  they 
evidently havo n o t th is firm b e lie f  : th e y  th in k  th at they 
do believe certain  th in g s, w h ich  th e y  have porsuaded 
them selves, th e y  o u g h t to  believe ; and w hich they have 
resolved th a t  th e y  w ill believe : b u t, n o t being suro that 
th ey  are  rig h t, an y th in g  w hich ten d s to  show their faith 
to  be unfounded an n oys th em , a ro u se s  th e ir  combative- 
ness, and tak es  aw ay from  th o ir  m inds th a t even 
balance and th a t  su scep tib ility  to  th e  reception of 
tru th  which is so essen tial both to  in tellectu al and 
sp iritu al p rogress.

V O X  E  D E S E R T O .
D ec. 1 0 /A, 1 8 7 1 .

T E N  S E P A R A T E  A N D  D I S T I N C T  R E M A R K S  
U P O N  T H E  R e v . M e . N I S H ’S  L E C T U R E  

O N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .— B y  W .

“  A s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  s p i r i t u a l  
p h e n o m e n a ,  t h e y  a r e  a l l u d e d  t o  d a i l y ,  i n  e v e r y  l o c a l  jo u r n a l  o f  
F r a n c e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  I I o w  t h e n  i s  t h i s  w i d e  s p r e a d in g  
c o n v e r s i o n  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r ?  H o w  c a n  t h i s  u n p r c c c d c n t l y  
r a p i d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  b e l i e f  s o  a b s o l u t e l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  
t e n d e n c i e s  o f  a  s c e p t i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  a g e ,  b e  e f f e c t e d ! W h n t  
c a n  p r o d u c e  s u c h  a  s u d d e n  a n d  i r r e s i s t i b l e  c o n v i c t i o n ,  n o t  i n  o n e  
o r  t w o  e x c e p t i o n a b l e  c a s e s ,  b u t  a m o n g s t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  le a r n e d , 
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  h o n e s t ,  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  d i r e c t  c o n ­
t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h o i r  p r e v i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  a n d  a n t e c e d e n t s  ? W h n t  
i s  i t ,  o r  c a n  i t  b e ,  e x c e p t  t h e  i r r e f r a g a b l e  a n d  i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n  o f  t a n g i b l e  f a c t ,  a n d  c e r t i t u d e  t h e r e b y  a t t a i n e d . "  
“  Scepticism  a n d  Spiritism.'' B y  t h e  A u t h o r e s s  o f  A urelia.

F i h s t — H e  said th e  p h enom en a w ero b o th  remarkablo, 
and w orth y o f in vestig ation , an d  th a t  h e  w ould n o t act 
so un fairly, as  to  givo th a t  p a r t  o f  th o  qu estion  tho “ go 
b y ," th e  exp ression  wns his ow n, as  rep o rted  in tho next 
day’s  m orn in g paper.

S e c o n d — H e  did n o t  m en tion  if  h o h ad , o r  had not, 
been p resen t and had op p ortu n ities o f  w itnessing such 
ph enom ena as h o spoko of, n o r  did he m ention  any 
re su lt o f  his ow n a c tu a l exp e rie n ce  in su ch  investiga­
tio n . H e re in  h e  is co rtain ly  ch argeab le, and positively 
did do th e  v e ry  u n fair th in g  h o h ad ju s t  prom ised  n o t to 
d o— th a t  is to  sa y , ho g av e th o  a ll-im p o rtan t, tangible 
visiblo fa cts  o f th e  q u estion , th e  "  go  b y .”

T h i r d — H is  m otives for su ch  u n fair suppression are  
n atu ra lly  op en to  suspicion  up on th o  follow ing grounds, 
and for tho follow ing r e a s o n s :—

Suppose ho had s ta te d  th a t  h e  h ad  se e n  th e  s l i g h t l y  
b e m a b k a b l e  ph enom ena o f  M r . H o m o  an d  M rs . Guppy 
floating in th e  a ir , b u t th a t  th e  cau se  o f  such effects was 
e a s i l y  a c c o u n t e d  von, by m en tal o r  m ag n etic  organ­
ization , pecu liar to  ce rta in  S p iritu alists . T h e  conse- 
quenco w ould havo been, th a t  liis h e a re rs  w ould have 
ju d g ed  th o  cau se  insufficient fo r  th o  effect. H e  m ay bo 
su sp ected  o f  fearin g  th o  sam e r e su lt  w o u li a t te n d  tho 
m en tion  o f  a n y  a c tu a l, u n q u estion able fa c ts , o f  a  less 
w onderful n atu re,— say o f  in e r t  m a tte r  m oving w ithout 
an y  ap p aren t cause, seen  b y  him self in  p resen ce ot 
othors, o r  well a tte s te d  b y  o th e r s ; fearin g  th erefo re  tho 
cau se  h e  h ad to  assign  fo r  su ch  effects  as  h e  could  
in stan co, w ould bo ju d g ed  insufficient, be fo r  th a t  exact 
reaso n , n e ith e r in stan ced , o r  m ad e th e  slig h test allusion  
to  an y  one o f th e  coun tless fa c ts  (a s  w ell a tte s te d  ns any  
o th e r  fa cts  in  h isto ry ), b u t w h ich  rom ain  un accounted  
for, and u n acco u n tab le  to , an ti-sp iritists .
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F o d b t h — I s  i t  n o t s tra n g e  th a t  w riters  and lectu rers , 
who opposiugly tr o a t  upon th e  su b ject o f  Spiritualism , 
arc blind to  th e  suspicious c ircu m stan ces  in  which they  
involve them selves by being silen t up on  w h at th e ir  read ­
ers w ant to  know , and a s  iu  th is  case  w h at th e  h earers  
a rc  p an tin g to  h ear, v iz ., e x a c t  fa c ts — w here— w hen ? 
and m ost p a rticu la rly  w h at ca m e  u n d e r  th e  in vestigatin g  
eye o f  th e  le c tu re r , w hen so w o rth ily  en g aged  iu investi­
gating th at w hich ho allow ed  to  be so w orth y o f  investi­
gation ?  C an  th e y  n o t se e  th a t  su ch  silen ce is to  all 
intents and p u rp oses givin g th e  very  pith, point, and  
m arrow o f  th e  q u estion , th e  “ g o  by

F i f t h — A  class q u ite  as  n u m ero u s as  th o se  who coin ­
cide witli M r. N ish , th in k  qu ite differently , and tak e  the  
views o f  th e  D ean  o f  M elb ou rn e, th a t  is to  say  th e y  
think S p iritu alists d o com m u ne w ith dopartod fam iliar 
Spirits, in th e  sam o w ay th e  Isra e lite s  w ere  forbidden to  
do. I f  th e  D ean ’s p a rty  aro  rig h t, th re e  consequencos  
necessarily follow — 1 st, C om m union w ith a  dep arted  
spirit is possible, n o t  im possible as  held by M r. N ish. 
2nd, P erson al in vestig ation  w ould  be p ractisin g  so rcery , 
and would n o t  bo a  w o rth y  o ccu p atio n , as  held by M r. 
Nish. 3 rd , I f  evil sp iritu al ag e n cy  cau ses th o  phenom ena, 
M r. N ish  m u st bo w ron g who holds th a t  i t  is cau sed  by 
m ental o r  m ag n etic  organ ization .

S i x t h — T h ere  is a  th ird  p a r ty  opposed to  Spiritualism  
quite as la rg e  a s  th o  follow ers o f  M r. N ish  on  th e  one  
hand, o r  th e  D ean  on  th o  o th e r. W e  m ay ca ll th ese  tho  
followers o f  A rch d e a co n  S tre tch , who h as published a  
work upon th e  su b joct. T h o th eo ry  and d o ctrin e  o f  th is  
school is th is— T h o y  flatly  den y th o  fa c t th a t  an y  r e ­
m arkable p h enom en a h as e v er had an y  existen ce , and  
m aintain th a t  i t  is  all a  fa lse  re p o rt, to  bo a ttrib u te d  to  
nothing m ore th a n  collusion , delusion , nnd im posture, 
th a t trick e y  m e n  sly ly  pu sh th e  tab le, th a t  2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
o f people a re  th e re b y  deluded, an d  th a t th o  r e s t  o f  tho  
world have as  y e t  boon unable to  find th o  sly fellow s ou t. 
This d o ctrin e  w ill bo foun d d istin ctly  laid dow n in tho  
“ D iction ary  o f  S cio n ce, L ite r a tu r e , and A r t " — in the  
article  u n d er th e  w ord “ C la irv o y a n ce ."  I n  th is  case  it  
follows th a t  b o th  th o  D ean  an d  M r. N isli a r e  w rong.

S e v e n t h — I t  m u st be conclu ded th a t  u n d er an y  c ir ­
cum stances th e  a u ti-s p iiit is t  w ill alw ays bo opposed in 
his th eory  by tw o  th ird s  o f  his ow n p a r ty  as  w ell as  tho  
wholo o f th e  S p iritu alists , being th u s ou t-v o ted  by th reo  
to one.

E i g h t h — F o r  th o  foreg o in g  reaso n s th o  position and  
th eo ry  o f  th e  n o n -in v estig atin g  an ti-sp iritis ts  m ay  be 
said to  resem ble th a t  o f  th e  n o n -g eolo gist, o r  non-astron o- 
mor, o r  non-m achin ist, th o  th eo ry  o f  th o  first opposed by 
tw o-thirds o f  th e  non-geologists, and th e  whole o f  the  
geologists, th e  th e o ry  o f  th e  second opposed by tw o- 
thirds o f  th e  n o n -astro n o m ers, am i th o  w hole o f  tho  
astronom ers, th o  th e o ry  o f  th e  tw hd opposed by tw o- 
thirdB o f th e  n o n -m ach in ists, and th e  whole o f  th e  m a­
chinists. T h e  ch a n ce  o f  an y  one o f  th ese  th re e  g en tle ­
m en being r ig h t in th e ir  p a rticu la r  th eo ry  u n d er such  
circu m stan ces m u st bo b u t slight.

N in t h — I t  is  s in g u lar  th a t  th e  th reo  bofore-m entionod  
distinct a n d  divers sch ools o f  opinion should seem  obli­
vious to  th e  f a c t  o f  th e ir  m u tu ally  crim in atin g , o r  
stultifyin g e a ch  o th e r, a n d  m an ifest n o  cu rio sity  or 
an xie ty  to  c le a r  u p  th e ir  d ifferen ces; b u t on  th e  con­
tra ry , am icab ly  u n ito  (lik e  J e w s  and G ontiles in days o f  
old) a g a in st S p iritu alists . T e t  m oro sin gu lar is i t  to  
find th a t  in  th e  face  o f  defam ation  b y  and from  such  
unholy allian ce, S p iritu alists  in creaso  fa ste r  th an  did the  
early  C h ristian s u n d er p recise ly  th e  sam e circu m stan ces. 
1 st, I f  th e  E e v .  M r. N ish  o r  A rch d eaco n  S tre tch  are  
right, w h at a  seriou s c h a rg e  a g a in st th o  D e a n  o f  M el­
bourne’s  p a r ty  fo r  falsely  im pu tin g im plication  in and  
with “ sa ta n ic  a g en cy ,”  to  2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  in nocen t, ea rn ­
e s t, seriou s, heaven-seek ing, spiritual-m in ded m en. 2nd , 
I f  th e  D ean  o r  th e  E e v . M r. N ish  a r e  rig h t, how wicked
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o f th e  A rch d eaco n  S tre tc h ’s p a rty  and th e  b efore-m en­
tioned d ictio n ary , for speak ing so p o sitiv elyvo f tru th ­
less im posture. This la t te r  p a rty  .presum e to  im pugn  
tho v eracity  o f  all S p iritu alists , and th e  gen uin eness o f  
th e  phenom ena th ey  rep o rt as  w itnessed  by th em  in 
coun tless in stances in all p a rts  o f  th e  w orld. 3 rd , I f  th e  
D ean  o r th e  A rch d eacon  and d ictio n ary  a r e  r ig h t, to  
w hat an  e x te n t is M r. N ish  stultified , for in th e  one case  
th ere  is no phenom ena (rem ark ab le  o r  o th erw ise), and  
in th e  o th e r th o  phenom ena is from  th e  D evil.

T e n t h — T h e S p iritu alist holds th a t  th e  in co n tro v e rt-  
ably a tte s te d  actu al fa c ts , co n cern in g  which an ti-S p irit- 
u alist lec tu rers  a re  so fond o f  preservin g a  profound  
silence, co n stitu te  th e  foun dation , th e  s ta r tin g  point, and  
tu rn in g  p o in t, o f  th e  w hole co n tro versy . T h a t such  
phenom ena alw ays h as and alw ays will laugh to  scorn  
and co n tem p t all and every  th eo ry  of exp lanation  o r  
hypothesis w hich exclu d es th e  real one, big, u n tru e  
m undane cau se , by th e  will o f  th o  M o st N igh G o d  and  
sup rem e disp oser o f w ants in heaven and e a rth . S p irit­
ualists have fu rth e r to  say  to  th ose who senselessly de­
ride th e  w onderful phenom ena a n d  m odern sp iritu al 
dispensation, w h ich  is d ire c t D ivine R evelation .

“  \r o u  r a v e ,  y o u  w r e s t l e ,  w i t h  g r e a t  N a t u r e ’s  p l a n
Y o u  t h w a r t  t h e  D e i t y ,  a n d  ‘ t i s  d e c r e e d

W h o  t h w a r t  H i «  w i l l  s h a l l  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e i r  o w n . "

I N D I V I D U A L  L I V I N G .

N e x t  to  so cia l liv in g  on th e  e a r th , an d  th e  firs t in  lifo 
a f te r  d e a th , is  th e  d evelop m en t o f  ind ividual liv ing.

F ro m  birth  to  d eath , th rou gh  ev ery  toil and conflict, 
every pleasu re and pain, th e  m anhood o f  th e  soul is 
being form ed b y th e  invisible grow th  o f  its  individual 
forces. T h o developm ent o f  m an’s  individuality is tho 
g re a t and divine purpbso o f  his earth ly  life : all exp eri­
ences, p leasu rab le  and painful, laborious and indolent, 
serious, an d  frivolous, v irtu o u s and vicious, holy and  
unholy, a re  produced by th e  divine law s o f  G o d  actin g  
w ith o u t cessation , spon tan eously in tho sou l o f  m an, for 
his grow th , developm ent, and p rog ress,— fo r  th e  indivi­
dual m anhood o f  his im m ortal life. L ik e  th e  pu lsation o f  
th e  h e a r t  for th o  con tin u an ce o f  e a rth ly  life, aro  tho  
pulsations o f  th e  divine forces o f  n a tu re  for th e  develop­
m en t o f  m an’s individuality. T h ere  is n o cond ition, no 
tim e, no place, in th e  life o f  m an , w hen th e  individual 
g ro w th  o f  his soul ceases. N a tu ro  inevitably holds him  
in th e  m ysteriou s c ircle  o f  e tern al progress.

T he n u rsin g and cherishin g o f  ou tw ard influences, 
though th ey  bo necessities as  ou tw ard  effects, aro  n o t  
th e  m eans o f  tho sou l’s individual developm ent. I t  is 
th e  spontaneous lifo and pow er within us th a t  b e a r us 
onw ard.

T h e  desire for individual pow er alw ays precedes and  
fo retells  its  developm ent. A  consciou sness o f its  w ant 
is  alw ays allied t.o a  desire fo r  it.

W e  feel th a t  ou r pow ers a re  weak, and insufficient to  
th e  end o f  ou r wishes.

-  W e  have n o t y e t  done w h at wo w ould do. W o  have  
n o t y e t  w h at w o desire to  have.

W e  h av e .n o t pow er to  gain  th e  goodness, th e  g re a t­
ness, and th e  happiness w e pursue.

T h e  pow er o f  m an to  accom p lish  th o  ends ho socks is 
y e t  la te n t in his undeveloped individuality.

T h e  m ore he im itates, co u n terfeits , a n d  rep rod u ces th e  
religious m orals, th ou g h ts, a n d  a c ts  o f  o th e r  m en, th e  
w eaker a re  his powers to  g a in  th e  ends he seeks.

A s  th e  n u rsin g  child draw s su cco r  from  its  m o th er for 
its  li f e ; so tho sp iritu al m an , in  h is  n u rsin g ch ild h o o d , 
in his individual littlen ess, draw s his su p p ort ffbin o th ers. 
H e  im itates th oir th ou g h ts and passion s, form s and core- 
m onies, reco rd s and trad itio n s, for his religion , and tak es
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p a tte rn  from  th e  m oral nets o f  o th e r m en for h is  m oral­

ity-
Ind ivid u ality  is independence o f  th o u g h t and action.

/  I t  subscribes to  no religious form s, creed , o r  system  ; it  
ad o p ts no ou tw ard law o f  m oral com pulsion ; i t  does not 

\  n eed  th e  superficial hab ilim en ts o f d eceit, which fashion  
' 'w e a r s  for good rep u te . I t  tu rn s  m an from  his depend­

e n ce  upon th e  ou tw ard an d  physical religions o f  the

Iieoplo to  th e  inward and spiritual religion o f his own 
i ca rt .

I t  enables m an to  se c  him self as  o th ers  see him ; and  
also  to  see  o th ers  as o th ers see  them selves.

I t  opens m an ’s in tu itiv e  pow ers, which a re  above th e  
need o f  books an d  m asters,

I t  enables him to  see  and com prehend th e  law fulness  
o f  ev ery  a c t ,  th u s  su p ersed in g 'th e  need o f  punish m en t 
for w rong, a n d  revealin g  ch arity , th e  g re a te s t o f  all th e  
virtu es, for his full and p e rfe ct ru le  o f  action.

H u m an  g rea tn ess  is  th e  developm ent o f  individuality. 
W h o e v e r , b y th e  v irtu es  o f  his own life, gives ch a ra cte r  
t o  th e  people, gives i t  from  th e  m agn etic  stam in a o f  h is' 
individual developm ent.

Ind ivid u ality  p rod u ces new  th ou g h ts and a c ts  ; and  
th e  w an t o f  i t  cou n terfeits  th e  th ou g h ts an d  a c ts  which  
o th ers  have produced.

W e  com e n earer  to  th e  optim ism  o f n atu re , n earer  to  
th e  pow er o f  sp iritu al m anhood, n e a re r  to  th e  sacred  life 
o f  C hrist, n earer  and n earer  to  G od, as  w e com e from  
th e  cou n terfeits  and im itation s o f  th e  p resen t m odes o f  
living to  real, vital living,— fresh, spontaneous, m anly, 
individual living.

W e  com e n earer  to  th e  harm ony and happiness th a t  
w o long and hope for, as  m an com es to  be his own 
m aster, his own te a ch e r, his ow n th in k er, his ow n law ­
giver, to  live his own religion , and to  do his own 
work.

B u t  i t  .h as been, and will still bo, claim ed th a t  m an  
h as less endow m ent for n a tu ra l, spontaneous, individual, 
develop m en t th an  th e  low er a n im a ls ; and , if  lo ft to  th e  
individual developm ent o f  liis n a tu ra l pow ers for him self 
alon e to  lean upon, th a t he could n o t fill th e  possibilities 
o f  his n a t u r e ; lie could n o t com e to  p erfectn ess o f  m an ­
hood ; th a t  he w ould reced e from  civilized life, and Tall 
back w ard and downw ard. This claim  sees th e  u ses of 
civilization in earth ly  prod uction , and believes th e  o u t­
w ard  g lo ry  o f  th em  to  be th e ir  im m ortal possession ; 
w h ile  th e  p resen t edu cation s and cu stom s o f  th e  people  
a r c  m orasses and quagm ires over which hu m an souls 
m u st pass in com ing from  th e  van ities o f  civilization to  
individual developm ent.

A fte r  all th e  in stru ction s and helps th a t  o th ers give, 
a f te r  all th e  lessons o f  civilization, tlio  soul o f  m an has 
t o  fall back upon itself. T h e re  is  n o t an y  pow er in all 
th e  w orld o f  civilization, and its  influence in  edu cation , 
to  su ccou r o r  su p p ort m an ’s in ner, real life. A t  th e  gate  
o f  death , h o re sts  en tirely  on  his individuality.

W h e n  m an  com es from  th e  tre a ch e ro u s  su p p ort of 
ou tsid e th in g s to  r e s t  alon e up on  him self, h o  clearly  sees 
th a t  individuality is  th e  stam in a o f  his im m o rtality .

nom ena which covered  th e  w hole g ro u n d  ev en  to  the 
id en tity  o f Sp irits. T he p h ysical ph enom ena w ere quite 
rem arkable. A ll is su ccin ctly  s ta te d  in th e  rep orts of 
th ese sub -com m ittees, an d  th e  cond itions a r e  sta ted  in 
th e  m inutes o f  each  sittin g . A s  m ig h t be exp ected  the 
w ork has been aud aciou sly  assailed b y th e  press. The 
book is as badly tre a te d  ns if  i t  h ad  b een  th e  work of a 
Spiritu alist. In d eed  th o se  wlio w e n t in to  th e  work of 
experim enting honestly a re  S p iritu alists , and have taken 
th e  risk o f  issuing th e  w ork  as  th e  C ou ncil o f  th e  Society 
backed o u t o f  it. W e ll  th e  n ew sp apers have been full 
o f  it, and w ith all th e ir  lo u d  d eclam ation  an d  b itte r  in- 
vectives th e  s e cre t  c a n ’t  be hidden th a t  th e  phenomena 
a r c  real. In  fa c t no o n e  h as  th e  stu p id ity  to  deny th at 
now. B u t  th ey  have o th e r  c r ie s  eq u ally  nonsensical. 
T h ey  w’o n t adm it th e  g re a t f a c t  o f  h u m an  im m ortality. 
T h e ' resu lt o f  all th is ven tila tion  is  th a t  sp iritu al books 
and publications a re  in in creasin g  dem and, an d  it  is the 
on e absorbing question o f  th e  day.

O u r m edium s a re  all in full p o w er. M iss L o ttie  
B o w ler has re ce n tly  arriv ed  from  A m e rica , and is charm ­
ing th e  m ost exp erien ced  w ith h e r  descriptions of 
d ep arted  friends and tra c in g s  o f  th e  living a s  w ell. She 
seem s to  have genuine p ro p h etic  pow er, and is  altogeth er  
a  m ost valuable acquisition to  o u r  forces. M iss K ate  
F o x  h as  also  arriv ed , and a  deep in te r e s t  a tta ch e s  to  her 
on a cco u n t o f  th e  fa c t th a t  she is  th e  o rig in a l medium. 
N e x t  m onth  I  hope to  te ll y o u  o f som e phenomena 
through h e r  m ediumship.

J .  B U R N S .

THT MALAISE OF HUM ANITY*

T h e  following exce llen t a rtic le , h av in g  p a rticu la r  refe­

re n ce  to  th e  w ork s o f A llan  K a rd e c , is  re p rin te d  from  

th e  A u stralasian  o f  9 th  D ecem b er :—

W ith o u t e n terin g  in to  th e  critic ism  o f  th e  su b ject, or 
th e  form  in w hich th a t  su b ject is  p re se n te d , b y  th e  works 
u n d er n o tice , on e o f  w hich h as re a ch e d  its  fifteenth 
edition, w e m ay refer to  th e ir  ap p earan ce  sim ultaneously  
w ith th e  issue o f  books o f  a  sim ilar c h a r a c te r  in  En glan d , 
in G erm an y, an d  in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , as  a n  evidence o f  
th e  m alaise  from  w h ich  th e  m ost c iv ilized  n ation s o f  the 
glob e ap p ear to  bo suffering, an d  w h ich  m ay b e  th e  pre­
cu rso r o f  a  g r e a t  ch an ge e ith er in  th e  re lig io u s senti­
m en ts, th e  p olitical in stitu tio n s, o r  in  tlie  industrial 
organ isation  o f  tlio  m o st advanced r a c e s  ; p erh ap s, in all 
th re e . T he whole su rface  o f  so ciety  seem s t o  bo ag itated  
b y a  trem o r like th a t  w hich ru n s  b efore  a n  earth q u ak e. 
S ystem s o f  th eolo gy  a n d  form s o f  b e lie f  w h ich  h av e  been  
for cen tu ries  reg ard ed  as  a u th o rita tiv e  a re  rap id ly  losing 
th e ir  hold up on  th e  m inds o f  th in k in g  m en , who are  
risin g  to  a ju s te r , tr u e r , a n d  lo ftie r  con cep tio n s o f  A l­
m igh ty pow er, w isdom , .love, an d  ju s tic e  th a n  th a t  which  
is em bodied in th e  creed s a n d  dogm as established in th e  
darkn ess o f  th e  M id dle A g e s . A n d  w hile, up on th e  one 
hand, th e  re v o lt from  th e se  creed s and dogm as is  driving  
som e m en to  m aterialism , th e re  is  still a  g r e a te r  num ber  
who a ro  striv in g  to  p e n o tra to  th e  th in  v e il w h ich  sepa­
ra te s  us from  th e  sp iritu al • w orld. I n  p o litics , again, 
th e re  is , am o n g  p erson s w ith  reflective  m ind s, a  w ide­
sp read  feeling o f  d issatisfactio n  an d 'd isap p oin tm en t w ith  
th e  ou tcom e o f  th e  exp erim en ts o f  go v ern in g  a  cou n try  
by w h at is called d em ocracy . T h e y  se e  th a t  i t  h as failed  
in A m erica , failed in  F r a n c e , and failed in  A u stra lia  ; 
th a t  is  to  say , i t  has n o t  su cceed ed  in  p lacin g  pow er in 
th e  han ds o f  m en who com bin e th e  h ig h e st in tellectu al 
w ith  th e  p u re s t m oral qualifications. I t  has n o t  
d estroy ed  ab solu te  a u th o rity , i t  h as  m e re ly  tran sp o sed  
i t .  I t  h as  n o t p resen ted  to  u s  th e  sp e c ta c le  o f  a  virtuous  
poople, in stru cted , anim ated, and e x a lte d  b y  th e  exam ples

*  L a  G e n è s e ,  s e l o n  l e  s p i r i t i s m e .  P a r  A l l a n  K a r d e c ,  P a r i s  : 
L i b r a i r e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e .

L ’ E v a n g e l e  s e l o n  l e  s p i r i t i s m e . — I b i d .

L e  L i v r e  d e s  E s p r i t s . — I b i d .

OUR LONDON LETTER.

D e a e  H a b b i n g e e —

W o  a r e  in a  s ta te  o f  g r e a t  p opu lar ex c ite m e n t horo  
re sp ectin g  Spiritu alism . I t  is in everyone’s m outh . This  
is  to  a  g rg a t e x te n t, duo to  cau ses w hich I  have indicated  
in  fo rm o r le tte rs , b u t  n o toriou sly  supplem ented b y th e  
R e p o rt  o f  th e  D ia lectica l S o ciety , which has ju s t  been  
published. I t  is  a  heavy w ork (p rice  1 5 s .) ,  and in  th e  
m o s t sa tisfacto ry  w ay co rro b o rates  th e  findings o f  th e  
S p iritu alists . T h e  variou s sub -com m ittees e licited  p h e-
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of disinterestedness, in te g rity , and elevation  o f  ch a ra cte r  
and conduct se t b efore i t  b y  its  r u le r s ; and it  has n o t  
shown itself e x e m p t from  th e  vices an d  th e  corru p tion  
incidental to  o th e r  form s o f  go v ern m en t. I f  w e tu rn  to  
the domain o f  m orals, w e do n o t find th a t  w e a r e  one 
whit b etter th a n  c e rta in  “ p ag an s,” ns w e called  th em , 
who flourished 4 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  ago . N om in ally  wo profess  
to accep t th e  eth ical teach in g s o f  th e  G o sp el. P ra c ti­
cally we deride a n d  d en y  th e m . T h e  m an  who should  
shape his daily  life in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith th e  p recep ts  o f  
Christ, would be fo rtu n a te  if  he escap ed  confin em en t in 
a lunatic asylu m . S o lo n g  as  a  m an holds orth odox  
opinions, sub scribes t o  c e rta in  form ularies, and is 
“ sound ”  w ith re s p e c t to  p a r ticu la r  ten ets , he m ay lie, 
cheat, defraud, o v e rre a ch , and o u tw it his neighbours 
with im punity. I t  is  n o t  ch a rity , b u t su ccess , which  
covers a m ultitu de o f  sin s now adays. P rov id ed  a  m an  is 
rich, he is secu re  o f  con sid eration , influence, hom age, 
deference, and ev en  ad u la tio n . B u t  th e  v e ry  persons  
who achieve th is  s o r t  o f  d istin ction  an d  pre-em in en ce are  
conscious o f  a  feeling o f  m alaise. T h e  R o th sch ild s, the
Astors, and th e  B a rin g s , th e  m o n arch s o f  co m m erce  and  
the queens o f  so ciety , com plain  th a t  life is a  b u rd en , o r  
that pleasure is w e a rin e ss ; a n d  th e ir  im itato rs  in the  
various grades o f  so cie ty  ech o  th e  co m p lain t in th e ir  
hours o f lassitu de and desp ond ency. T h e re  is a  universal 
craving for exc item en t, th e  g ratificatio n  o f  w hich brings  
about th e  in evitable re a ctio n  ; and , from  th e  depression  
so engendered, m en a n d  w om en fly fo r  r e lie f  to  dram s or 
drugs, and so lay  th e  fou n d ation s o f  disease, and a g g ra -  
vafe th e  evils th e y  hoped to  alleviato.

Take, again , th e  li te ra ry  stud ies o r  th e  li te ra ry  r e c re ­
ations o f th e  read in g  pu blic. E v ery b o d y  re a d s  and no­
body thinks. P eo p le  load th e ir  m inds w ith an  in credible  
amount o f  useless a n d  u n d igested  in form ation , and in tel­
lectual dyspepsia is as  p rev alen t as  is its  physical p ro ­
totype. O riginal th o u g h t is  becom in g as ra re  ns th e  
dodo. M en and w om en c h a tte r— b u t how  m an y o f  them  
converse P E n te r  an y  draw ingroom , railw ay carriag e , 
omnibus, o r  p lace o f  public en terta in m en t, and listen to  
the im becilities and in an ities w hich form  th e  staplo o f  
so-called con v ersation . C an  an y th in g  be m ore m elan­
choly o r  m ore m eanin gless ? B u t  how can  i t  be o th e r­
wise ? I s  i t  n o t a lto g e th e r  fo rg o tte n  o r  overlooked th at  
all original th o u g h t com es to  a  m an ah ex tra , th a t  every  
lasting p ro d u ctio n  o f  th e  h u m an  m ind, w h eth er i t  be a  
painting o r  a  poem , a  scientific d iscovery o r a  m echanical 
invention, has been w ro u g h t o u t in solitude, and has 
been m atured by th e  help o f  s te a d y  a n d  su stain ed  reflec­
tion ? In  th o  tu m u lt and confusion  of* m o d em  life, th e  
sequestered th in k e r is  a lm o st a  phenom enon. T h ere  are  
a few such, and th e y  a r e  th o  s a lt  o f  th e ir  g en eratio n , 
preserving i t  from  p u trid ity  a n d  decay.

“ Know ledge com es, b u t wisdom  lin g e rs ;”  and in th e  
midst o f  th is  self-com p lacon t a g e , th e re  rises up a  co n ­
viction th a t  its  th e o ry  o f  life is a  rad ically  false on e , and  
must be ch an ged  in  toto. In term in g lin g  w ith th e  ch oru s  
of jubilation o v er th e  m arch  o f  in te llect and th e  spread  
of enlightenm ent, th e r e  is a  plaintive u n d erton e o f  re g re t  
at the absenco o f  th a t  happiness o f  w hich all hum an  
oorngs a re  in ch ase . W h e n  w ere th e  m aterial com forts  
of life so n u m ero u s an e  so accessib le  to  all classes as  
they are  now , a n d  w h en  w as th e  feeling o f  m alaise to  
winch xyo have p reviou sly  referred  so g en eral and so 
deep? W e a lth  and scien ce  h av e  given u s  su ch  a  dom i­
nion over n a tu re  as  w e h av e  n e v e r  b efore possessed ; and  
peonleare m o re  re stle ss , m o re  d iscon ten ted , m o re  cynical 
m th eir view s o f  life , a n d  m ore scep tical as  to  w h at lies 
beyond th a t  life, th a n  p erh ap s th e y  e v er w ere  before.

This is  th o  s e c r e t  o f  som e o f  th e  m ost strik in g  roligious  
nnd social m ovem ents o f  th e  p re se n t day, from  th o  exp e­
rim ents o f  H aw th o rn e  a n d  his frien ds a t  B ro o k e  F a rm , 
«own to  th e  o rg an isa tio n  o f  th e  com m u n ity  to  which M.

I' ren ce  O lip h an t belonged. M istak es  h av e  been m ade  
a'>d failures exp erien ced . Som e o f  th e  schem es for 
•^generating so cie ty  h av e  been im p racticab le  and others  
ab su rd ; b u t w e m u s t n o t refu se  to  recogn ise in the  
whole o f  th em  th e  efforts— often  illusory , often  mis- 

■rected— o f m en  s tru g g lin g  to w ard s th e  light— m on who 
rp infinitely p ain ed  an d  p erp lexed  by th e  confusion and  
•sory, th e  ig n o ran ce  a n d  vice, w hich a r e  seeth in g  around

th em , and who will n o t b rin g th e ir  m inds to  ad m it th a t  
th e  evil is  cureless, o r t l i a t  th e  w orld is incapable o f  un­
d ergo in g  a  tran sform ation  for th e  b ettor.

S o fa r  as  w e have b een  ab le  to  a rriv e  a t a  know ledge  
o f  th e  aspirations and beliefs o f  m en like th e  la te  A llan  
K a rd e c  and o th ers, th e y  sh ap e th em selves in th is  w ise:—  
M an  is an  im m ortal b ein g, stand in g in clo se  relationship  
to , and capab le o f  holding com m union w ith, and o f  being  
im pressed a n d  influenced by, th e  spiritual world. H is  
duties a re  tw ofold— th o se  which he ow es to  his A lm igh ty  
F a th e r , and th ose which he ow es to  his fellow m en , who 
althou gh variou s in th e ir  orig in , d isp arate  in cap acity , 
and differentiated by circu m stan ces  o f  clim ate, co u n try , 
creed , and c a s te , co n stitu te  one g r e a t  body. M an 's  first 
d u ty  to  his M ak er consists in th e  in telligen t stu d y o f  
H is w orks and l l i s  law s, and a know ledge o f  both would  
n ecessarily  com pel him  to  yield  im plicit obedience to  th e  
la tte r . F ro m  th a t obedience would resu lt p e rfe c t health  
o f  m ind and bod)*, and th e  extin ctio n  o f  vice and  
crim e. R eason  w ould bo th e  sup rem e ru le r , guide, and 
a rb ite r  o f  Ins c o n d u c t ; b ecau se  he w ould d iscov er th a t  
Infinite R eason  presided o v er th e  m aterial co n stru ctio n  
and m oral go vern m en t o f  th e  universe, and he would 
p erceive th at th e  m ore highly th e  c re a tu re  cu ltivated  his 
reaso n , th e  m o re  closely  w ould ho ap p ro xim ate  to  th e  
g r e a t  C re a to r  ; b u t, o f cou rse , loiujo intervallo. M an's  
anim al n a tu re  being brou gh t in to  com plete subjection to  
his reaso n , he would be th e  b e tte r  qualified to  hold com ­
m union w ith th e  an g els who a re  described a s  activ ely  
p articip atin g  in th e  affairs o f  m ankind. M an’s d u ty  to  
h is fellow m an con sists , acco rd in g  to th e  a u th o rity  from  
whom  w e b o rrow  th ese  p articu lars, in th e  p re ce p t form ­
u lated  by C h rist, “  T h ou  s h a lt love th y  neighbour as  
t h y s e l f a n d  in th e  sup pression  o f  egotism  a n d  selfish­
ness. T he d o ctrin e  o f  th e  im m ortality  o f  th e  soul, i t  is 
contend ed, receives th e  m ost im pressive confirm ation it  
is  capab le o f  ob tain ing, from  th e  fact th a t clouds of  
sp iritu al in telligen ces w ho have p u t on im m ortality  a re  
in d ire c t com m u nication  w ith m ankind, and a r e  giving in 
all p arts  o f  th e  w orld sim ultaneous and co n cu rre n t  
testim o n y  as  to  th e  re a lity  and th e  actu al ch a ra c te r  ot 
th e  a f te r  life.

Su ch, in a  v e ry  m eag re  and condensed form , is an o u t­
line o f  th e  views p u t forth  by A llan K a rd e c  In F ran ce , 
and by a  h o st o f  w riters  in Ttaly, G erm an y, G re a t  
B rita in , and th e  U n ite d  S ta tes . W o re fe r  to  th em  m ainly, 
a s  w e have said, to  show w h at is  th e  prevalen t m alaiee  o f  
civilised  m ankind, and to  in d icate  th e  direction  and  
n a tu re  o f  som e o f  th e  forces which a re  a t  w ork un der  
th e  su rface  o f  so ciety , and which m ay o r  m ay n o t m ake  
them selves felt in th a t  g en eral explosion tow ard s which 
evonts seem  fo be irresistibly ten din g. —

So fa r  as  E u ro p e  is concerned , w o believe we a re  n o t

^ o f  p resum ption  in sayin g th a t  we, in A u stralia , 
rm  a  b etto r  idea o f  th e  tru e  scope o f  even ts m ore  

th an  th ose who a r e  living in th e  m idst o f  th em , sim ply  
b ecau se we can  convey th em  in th e ir  ensem ble. W e  thus  
discern  th e ir  relationship, and perceive th e ir  com bined  
effect. T hu s tho overth row  o f  th e  tem poral pow er o f  th e  
Popo, th e  g re a t schism  which has arisen  in B avaria , and  
is  spreadin g through G erm an y, th e  dim inishing influence  
o f  Catholicism  in Spain, th e  secu larisatio n  o f  ch u rch  pro­
p e rty  in I ta ly , th e  extrao rd in ary  m ovem ent tow ard s p u re  
theism  by tho P resb yterian s o f H olland, tho disestablish­
m ent o f th o  Irish , to  be no doubt follow ed by th a t o f  th e  
En glish , ch u rch , “ as by law  established,”  and th e  fa c t  
th a t  th e  “ h eretical” d octrines p reached by M r. V oysey  
have received  th o  cou n ten an ce  o f  an  ex-b ishop and o f  
m any distinguished individuals, all fall in to  th e ir  prop er  
places as  congru ous p a rts  o f  a  g r e a t  m ovem ent, o f  which  
wo m ay estim ate th e  m agnitude, and com prehend th e  
m om entum , w ithout being ab le  to  p red ict th o  co n ­
sequences.

I t  would scarcely  be rash  to  affirm th a t  tlio  second  
h alf  o f  th e  nineteen th  co n tu ry  will be p reg n an t with  
chan ges quite as m om entous to  th e  h isto ry  o f ’m ankind  
as  those which have m ade th e  epoch o f  th e  reform ation  
such a landm ark in th e  ann als o f  E u ro p e . O n all sides 
w e w itness th o  cru m b lin g aw ay o f  venorable superstitions, 
and ob solete in stitu tio n s, p olitical, social, and ro lig io u s;
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and tlie  end is n o t y e t . W e  will n o t a tte m p t to  sp ecu ­
la te  upon th e  s tru ctu re s  which will tak o  th eir place. 
W e  m u st w ait till th e  la s t cloud o f  d u st raised by the  

I fall o f  th e  w orm -eaten  tim b ers and dilapidated walls has 
V been blown aw ay, in o rd er to  c le a r  th e  grou n d  o f  the  
'ru b b ish , and to  tra c e  o u t th e  foundations o f th e  edifices 
which will ho e re cte d  on th e  v a ca n t Bite. P rob ab ly , th e  
n e x t gen eration , wiser th a n  ou r ow n, will in trod u ce  a  
d arin g innovation in to  th e ir  m odes o f  faith and principles  
o f a ctio n . T h ey  m ay have th e  tem erity  to  a sse rt th a t  
religion ou gh t to  bo a ru le  o f life, and not a  m ere un­
m eaning exp ression  o f  in tellectual b elief; and m ay seek  
in sim plicity and pu rity o f m orals, m anners, costu m e, 
con d u ct, diet, pastim e, and enjoym ents, th a t happiness 
which seem s, by g en eral confession, to  he an  absolute  
alien in th e  p resen t generation .

O N  O B JE C T IO N 'S  T O  T I 1 E  N E C E S S A R IA N  
T H E O R Y  O E  W I L L .

IIv .1. n.

T itkuk a r c  several m oral objections urged ag ain st the  
necessarian th eo ry  o f  W ill, giving th e  d o ctrin e  an ap­
p earance o f  being v icio u s; and th ese objections m ust be 
rem oved before th e  th eory can  be m ade accep tab le , how­
ev er conclusive m ay be th e  argu m en ts in its favour. 
T he s tro n g est ob jection  to  th e  d o ctrin e o f  N ecessitism  
seem s to he th at o f consciousness— th at w eJ c r l  th a t we 
a r e  free ; and with m an y th is outw eighs every  argum ent 
in its favor. T he necessarian arg u m en t m ay be put in a 
nutshell— all th a t could be said besides would be m ere  
circu m locu tion . E v ery  occu rren ce  m u st be th e  resu lt o f  
som e cau se o r causes sufficient to  produce it. W h en  the  
cau se is sullieient th e  resu lt m u st be produced. A  W ill 
to  lie F r e e  must e ith er be uncaused, or, a  cau se  m ay he 
sullieient, and y e t  th e  W ill need n o t r e s u l t ;  which, to  
use an  algebraic phrase, is a b s u rd V  T o f e e l  th a t wo are  
free is n o t any proof o f  actu al freedom . T o  re ly  upon  
feeling alone would he to  tru s t  to  app earan ces. B y  
critical analysis we m ay alw ays discover th a t  o u r  every  
d eterm in ation  is th e  result o f  m otives derived from  in­
tern al and extern al conditions and c ircu m sta n ce s ; so 
th a t  when w e think we feel th at ou r W ill is free  it is 
likely to  be a  m istake for th e  consciousness which tak es  
cogn izance (w ithout, fully understanding it) o f  th e  m en­
ta l process by which a determ in ation is arriv ed  a t , and  
o f  tlie  ellb rt req u ired  to  c a rry  th e  determ in ation into  
effect.

T he m oral objections to  th e  l/icon/ m ay bo s ta ted  in one  
sen ten ce— th e d o ctrin e  o f  necessitism  is’ conceived to  be 
vicious because i t  d iscourages good by w itholdiii" 
praise, encou rages evil by ceasin g  to  blam e, lends to  th e  
abolition o f penal s ta tu te s , d estroy s th e  sen se o f  respon­
sibility, depresses hum an en erg y  as fu tile  ag ain st th e  
co u rse  o f  destiny, and low ers m an into being th e  a u to ­
m atic  toy o f  circum stances.

T he sense o f responsibility has been dealt w ith in th e  
p ap er to  which th is is a sequel, and shown to  be incon­
s is te n t with freedom . Responsibility im plies obligation, 
which ih an o th er term  for necessity.

P ra ise  and blam e a re  used and spoken o f as  being th e  
em phases o f approval and disapproval; w hereas approval 
is as  distinct from  p ra ise  as prop er p r id e  is from  silly  
vanity, and disapproval is as  d istin ct from  blam e as fa u l t  
is  from  m isfortune, and n ev er ou gh t to  be confounded  
A pprov al m ay bo called  th e  souse o f  satisfaction  with th e  
cond ition  ot things calculated  to  produce w hat is cou - 
coived to  ho g o o d ; p ra ise  is  th e  abuse w hich tu rn s  
approval into perso n a l m erit. D isapproval m ay be called  
th e  sense o f  dissatisfaction w ith w h at is deem ed to  bo a  
vicious condition o f  th in g s ; blam e is th e  ab u se which  
tu rn s  disapproval in to  culpability. A  person o f  a  ben e­
v o len t disposition can n o t help feeling and a c tin g  acco rd ­
in g  to  Ins ch a ra cte r  and conditions, and liowovor m uch  
w e m ay approve  th e  disposition, wo ou gh t n o t to  p ra ise  
th e  p erson . N e ith e r  o u g h t w e to  blame an y  individual 
co n d u ct i f  w e scan  all th e  cau ses— p aren tago, organ isa­
tio n , an d  ov ory  circu m stau co  an teced en t an d  con com itan t

— how ever m uch w e m ig h t p i t y  th e  p erso n  and disapprove \  
th e  vice. F o r  in stan ce , th e re  a r e  m an y individuals who 
u n d er w h atever p ro v o catio n , cou ld  n o ith er rob nor kill’
I t  w ould be m anifestly ab su rd  to-p r a is e  such persons for 
abstainin g from  crim es o f  w hich th e ir  n a tu re s  are  totally 
incapable, y e t  w e m ay look u p o n  th em  with approval, (f  
th is can n ot be denied , tlie co n v erse  m u st likewise he 
adm itted , th a t o th ers  th e re  a r e  w ho, u n d er certain cir­
cu m stan ces, can n o t refrain  from  rob b in g o r  killing, and 
th a t  it would be eq u ally  ab su rd  to  blam e  th em  for giving 
way to  im pulses w hich for th e  tim e being th ey  were in. 
capab le o f  resistin g  ; y e t  w e c a n n o t approve  th e  disposi- 
tion . P ra ise  has sacrificed  m illions o f  ou r race  a t the 
a lta r  o f  ty ran n o u s am bition a n d  vain-gloriou s pomp; 
blam e lias cru sh ed m illions o f  poor w retch es , by consider­
ing them  culp able  in stead  o f  un fortu nate. P ra ise  and 
blam e becom e ob solete if th e  d o ctrin e  o f  F r e e  W ill bo 
untenable ; w hile n ecessarian  u tility  w ould retain the 
vigorous, healthful notions o f  approval and disapproval 

So far necessitism  proves itse lf  w holesom e and curative, 
and th is will becom e m ore a p p a re n t w hen w e consider it 
as  ten din g to  abolish penal e n a c tm e n ts  T h a t it tends to 
this, 1 reg ard  a s  its g r e a te s t  recom m end ation— I  had 
n early  said m erit. T h e  g ran d  d e fe c t in o u r  legal system 
is th a t it is p e n a l  in stead  o f  rem ed ial. I f  we wore to 
perceive and ackn ow led ge th e  n ecessary  connection 
betw een th e  vicious c ircu m stan ces  w h ich  affect a  vast 
portion  o f  th e  hum an fam ily from  p a re n ta g e  to  m aturity, 
and th e  disorders a n d  m isfortu n es w h ich  affect society 
and individuals, w o should tak e  co g n izan ce  o f  th e  laws 
which reg u la te  such m a tte rs , and aim  a t  prod ucin g good 
social resu lts  by rem ed ial social law s, as  wo aim  a t in­
ducing public health by ob edien ce to  san ato ry  law. 
S ta tis tics  ab solu tely  p rov e th a t  e v e ry  social, m oral, and 
m en tal o ccu rre n ce  is b u t th e  offsh oot o f  a g en eral and 
com prehensive law , as  every  o ccu rre n ce  in physical 
n a tu re  is th e  o ilsh oot o f  a  com p reh en siv e physical law.
“  T he fa c t  is,” says B u ck le , “  th a t  m u rd e r is com mitted  
w ith as m uch re g u la rity , an d  b ears as  uniform  a  relation 
to  ce rta in  know n circu m stan ces , as  d o th e  m ovem ents of 
th e  tides, o r  th e  ro ta tio n  o f  th e  seaso n s. M . Q uetelct, 
who has sp en t his life in co llectin g  and m ethodizing the 
sta tistics  o f different co u n tries , s ta te s , as  th e  resu lt of 
h is laborious research es, th a t  ‘ in e v ery th in g  w hich con­
cern s  crim e, th e  sam e n u m b ers r e -o c c u r  w ith a  constancy  
which can n o t be m istaken ; a n d  th a t  th is  is th e  case even 
w ith th ose crim es w hich seem  qu ite  independent of 
hu m an fo resig h t, such, fo r  in stan ce , as m u rd ers, which 
a re  gen erally  com m itted  a f te r  q u arre ls  arisin g  from cir­
cu m stan ces ap p aren tly  casu al. N ev erth eless , w e know 
from  exp e rie n ce  th a t  ev ery  y e a r  th e re  n o t on ly  take 
p lace nearly  th e  sam e n u m b er o f  m u rd ers, b u t even the 
in stru m en ts by w hich th e y  a r e  co m m itted  a re  employed 
in th e  sam e p ro p o rtio n .’ ”  T h e  sam e a u th o r  says, “  even 
th e  num ber o f  m arriag es an n u ally  co n tra c te d , is deter­
m ined, n o t b y th e  te m p e r and w ishes o f  individuals, but 
by larg e  a n d  g en eral facts, o v er w h ich  individuals can 
e xercise  no a u th o rity .” E v o n  a c ts , th e  m o st apparently  
cap riciou s an d  accidental,- a r e  foun d to  bo go vern ed  by a 
g en era l law . “ T h e  P o s t Offices o f  L o n d o n  and o f  Paris,"  
B u ck le  go es on  to  say, “ have la tte rly  published returns  
o f  th e  n u m b er o f  le tte rs  w hich th e  w rite rs , th ro u g h  for­
getfu lness, om itted  to  d i r e c t ;  and , m akin g allow an ce for 
th e  difference o f  circu m stan ces , th e  re tu rn s  a r e  year 
a f te r  y ear cojiies o f  each  o th er. Y e a r  a f te r  y e a r  tho 
sam e prop ortion  o f  lo tto r  w rito rs  fo rg e t this'siin plo a c t ;  
so th a t for e a ch  su ccessiv e p erio d  w e ca n  a c tu a lly  loretcl 
th e  n u m b er o f  persons whoso m em o ry  will fail th em  in 
re g a rd  to  th is  triflin g and , as  i t  m igh t ap p e a r, accidental 
o ccu rre n ce .” F ire , M arin e , an d  L ife  assu ran ces  recog­
n ise  an d  v erify  th is law  o f  averages, w h ich  seem s capable  
o f  being ex ten d ed  to  th e  m o st in sign ifican t o f  hum an  
o ccu rre n ce s . O u r civil law s, th erefo re , w hich only r e ­
cogn ise individual ro su lts, a n d  w hich a r e  foun ded upon 
individual free  agen cy and individual resp onsib ility , must 
be in com p lete  e rro r , and bo a  cau se  o f  confusion  and 
disorder. I t  is  like rep ressin g  disease in stead  o f  elim ina­
tin g  it . T he vicious elem ents a r e  allow ed to  rem ain, 
a n d  th e  only aim  is to  c o u n te ra ct th e m . A s  w e have  
discovered  p ra is e  to  bo th e  ab u se o f  approval, and blame 
to  bo th e  ab u se o f  disapproval, so rev en g e  w ill be found 
to  be th e  abuse o f  ju s t ic e .  I n  th is  b arb aro u s sp ir it our
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laws are  conceived and fo r  th e  m ost p a r t adm in istered . 
W hen a m u rd er, o r  an y  o th e r  crim e, d istu rb s social 
order, society tak es  m eth o d ical v en gean ce by a  system  
of retaliation. This te m p e r is  trie d  to  be explained  
away, and alm ost apologised  for, b y  say in g  th a t  th e  penal 
measure is n o t so m u ch  to  re ta lia te  up on th e  tran sg resso r  
as to inspire a  w holesom e d read  in o t h e r s ; and th u s  our 
legal and religious system s op p ose rea l p rog ress b y r e ­
a m in g  in office th e  D evil an d  th e  H an g m an . T ak in g  
tin1 law o f  av erag es  for o u r  gu id e, how  u tte r ly  absurd  
must app ear th e  b a rb a ric  a r ra y  o f  ju d g e s  a n d  b arristers  
in lm rscdiair w igs, a n d  sw orn ju ries, co lle ctin g , sifting, 
weighing, and co n to rtin g , evid en ce for and ag ain st a  
shrinking w retch in a c r im in a ls  d o c k ; w h ere, in rea lity , 
it would bo as ra tio n a l to  ju d ge, a n d  condem n th e  e a r th ­
quake for th e  ru in  i t  s c a t te r s  in i ts  d e stru ctiv e  path. 
Nccessitism  would tak e  th e  only scientific an d  j u s t  view 
nf the ease. Tt w ould dism iss th e  savage, revengeful 
mockery o f  ju s tic e  from  civilized in stitu tio n s, and w ould  
accept every  crim e  a n d  social o u tb reak  as  a sym ptom  o f  
something w ron g in th e  so cia l body. I t  w ould t r y  and  
prevent dangerous individuals from  a c tin g  as  m ig h t be 
known they m ust  a c t  w hen c ircu m sta n ce s  im pel th em  
(we have a daw nin g p ercep tio n  o f  th is  in o u r  tre a tm e n t  
of lunatics), and a t  th e  sam e tim e  w ould aim  a t  se ttin g  
causes into o p eratio n  calcu lated , to  reform  so ciety , so as  
to dispense health , co m fo rt, and se cu rity  to  its every  
member u n d er th e  o p eratio n s of th is  g en era l law  to  
which statistics  so u n m istak eab ly  point. F r e e  W ill is 
again convicted o f  b ein g  vicious sin co it c re a te s  th e  
notion o f  individual culp ability . - N ccessitism  d estroy s  
the notion as  u n ju st a n d  im politic— i t  perceives in th e  
criminal th e  in evitab le  r e su lt  o f  cau ses, n o t only to lera ted , 
hut sanctioned a n d  licen sed  by society-, an d  i t  w ould g e t  
rid of crim e and crim in al b y reform in g  so ciety  itself.

The co n trast b etw een  N ccessitism  a n d  F a ta lism  m u st  
now ho ap p aren t. F a ta lism  is th e  ab su rd  notion  o f  a 
predestined fu tu re  d eterm in atin g  th e  p resen t so  as  to  
bring th at fu tu re  a b o u t ;  N ccessitism  is th e  in telligen t 
perception th a t  th e  con d ition s o f  th e  p re se n t d eterm in e  
the future. F a ta lism  is d e stru c tiv e  o f  en erg y , as  p u r­
poseless; N ccessitism  in sp ires it, as  all-im p o rtan t. 
Fatal jam arg u e s  “ W h a t  is th e  u se  o f  effort w hen w h at  
must be m ust b e ? ”  N ccessitism  a rg u e s  “ If p rop er  
means be n o t ad o p ted , p ro p er resu lts  ca n n o t be exp ected  
to follow !” W h ile  F r e e  W ill  p reach es  a t  th e  individual, 
warning and th re a te n in g  by tu rn s, N ecessitism  would 
not bo a blind w a ite r  upon P ro v id en ce , b u t would use 
natural m eans to  cu ltiv a te  ou rselves and o u r  r a c e  in a  
natural m anner. I t  w ould ackn ow led ge th e  claim s o f  
posterity— o u r  c h i l d r e n !  T h ey  m o re  th a n  all o th ers  
helplessly depend upon th e  ig n o ra n t o r  in telligen t a d ­
ministrations o f  th e  p resen t. F r e e  W ill  m ocks them , 
fatalism  would n e g le c t th em , b u t N ccessitism  would 
save them.

I f  we reason from  th e  f e e l in g  th a t w e a re  free , and  
from the feeling th a t  th e re  is su ch  a  th in g  as  evil in th e  
world, we ca n n o t avo id  com ing to  conclu sion s in consist­
ent with th e  a b s tr a c t  n o tio n s o f  infinite g o o d n ess , infinite 
intelligence, and infinite pow er. P a u l found him self in 
this v e iy  dilem m a, an d , as  ho cou ld  n o t reco n cile  his 
Conceptions o f  divin e policy w ith possible notions o f  
justice, he w as obliged to  m ake G od a  pow erful ty ra n t,  
irresistible in W ill  and a rb itra ry  in a c t . (see  R om ans  
• 'chap., 1 0 -2 4  v .) .  J t  is  im possible to  have tru e  co n ­
ceptions unless th e y  free ly  h arm onise w ith th e  h igh est 
ant‘  p u rest possib le con cep tion s o f  an  infinitely p e rfe ct  
cause, and in su ch  a  sy stem  o f  reaso n in g n e ith e r a n  evil 
principle n o r  th e  n o tio n  o f  individual free-w ill can  find a  
place.

B u t th is does n o t d eg rad e m an  in to  a  m ere  m echanical 
ootball o f  c ircu m sta n ce s . I f  w e could behold th e  fit- 

uchs o f things w hich com pels m an  t o  gain  know ledge by 
experience a n d  reflectio n , so as  to  see  th e  relation  

etw een cau so  an d  effect, th e  u n iversality  o f  law , wo 
°iu st also see  in m a n  th e  fav o rite  o f  n a tu ro , rising by the  
l,re °  o f  n ecessity  so as  to  be above ev ery  circu m stan ce, 

ana ranking n e x t  to  in telligen ce— th e  a b stractio n  o f  every  
ecessity. A t  th e  o u ts e t  N ecessitism  seem s to  op erate  

an i ma n - -A-8 kn ow ledge in creases, m an  co n cu rs
a  co -o p era tes  w ith n e c e s s i ty ; w ork ing o u t h is  own

salvation , n o t w ith fe a r  and trem b lin g, b u t with jo y  and  
confidence in th e  reliability o f  n a tu ra l law . Ig n o ra n ce  is 
th e  cau se o f  e rro r ,a n d  n o t th e  will to  do w ron g; know ledge  
is th e  cau se  o f  r ig h t actio n s, and n o t th e  will to  a c t  
rig h tly . W ill is th e  resu lt o f  com p arative know ledge, 
sin ce  i t  is th e  resu lt o f  deliberation , which w e m istake  
for choice. W e  do n o t consid er a ltern ativ es because we 
have ch oice , b u t becau se w e a re  ignorant o f th e  b est 
cou rse  to  ad o p t. Tho savage has so few m otives to  affect 
him  th a t b u t little  con sid eration  is required. A s  social 
w an ts in crease  a  g re a te r  conflict is occasioned betw een  
notions o f  s e lf  in terests  and ideas o f  social d u ty- —bet ween  
individual lib erty  and social re stra in ts . This discovers a  
pow er in asso ciatio n  with th e  will, which is m istaken for 
th e  do m in an t and con tro llin g  pow er. P ro g ress  goes on  
in epochs and periods, from  plane to  plane. O n a  ce r­
tain  plane m otives a n d  im pulses ov erm aster and enslave  
th e  W ill. T lie  s tro n g e r  passions defy op position , and  
th e  m ind is pow erless in th e ir  grasp . A s  know ledge in­
creases , anil hu m an disposition and social c ircu m stan ces  
im prove th erew ith , th e  W ill becom es em ancipated from  
th e  influence o f  in ferior im pulses, and yields to  th at o f  
in telligen ce alone. K n ow led ge-reigns as  em p ress o f  th e  
affections, an d  th e  passion s a r e  subdued am i regu lated  ifi 
obedience to  its  su p rem e beh ests. T he spiritual In te lli­
gen ce , so long enslaved, em erg es from its sub servien t 
cond ition, a n d  claim s its heaven-horn influence over  
e v e ry  circu m stan ce , su b ject only to  th e  c le a r  p erceptions  
o f  tru th  to  which i t  has a tta in ed — an everlasting and  
ev er-extending  necessity. Prof. Ja ck so n , in his M yths 
o f  A n tiq u ity , says, “ A s  we advance in th e  plane o f  p er­
cep tio n , w e [lass from  th e  m ere  exp erien ce  o f  th e  senses, 
from  th e  co n cre te  to  th e  a b s tra c t.”  W h en  know ledge  
arriv es a t  its  h ig h er sp iritu al p lan e it will use m ental 
p o w er to  accom p lish  w ith ease and lu cid ity , w h at th e  
efforts o f  th e  m ere  in tellect b u t clum sily anil doubtfully

Iierform . K n ow led ge m ay be reflected from  m ind to mind 
>y a n  in tu itio n al p rocess which m ay ca rry  w ith it t r u e  

convictions th a t  c a n  be conveyed by th e  ord in ary  p rocess  
o f  a rg u m en ta tio n  and exp erim en t. T he ag e  o f  in tellec­
tu al reaso n in g  seem s to  be a  low er grad e o f  m ental 
developm ent. E r r o r  has to  lie rem oved before tru th  can  
be com m u n icated . T h o process is laborious and painful, 
a n d  req u ires th e  s tr ic t  logic o f  ex tern al facts . T he mind 
is so dull in its  sensibilities th a t it ca n n o t perceive b u t 
to  a  very  lim ited e x te n t a t  a  tim e. W ith  cau tion  and  
u n ce rta in ty , like a  blind m an it grop es w ith han ds and  
fee t for fear o f  stum bling. W h en  th e  m ind is cleared  
from  th e  w rong in tu itio n s which burden and blind it, 
and . w hen its  senses a re  quickened, and p erm itted  to  a c t  
w ith n a tu ra l and fully developed freedom , its  intuitions  
w ill spring forw ard in rapid strid es, and w ith a  ce rta in ty  
which m a tte r  o f  fa c t  know ledge never dream ed of. It 
w ould bo v e ry , unsafe to  tru st to  in tuitions a t  present. 
E r r o r 's  reign  is still to o  firm ly established, and th e  
grou n d  is fa r  from  being sufficiently c le a r  for the safe 
exercise  o f  in tuitional reasonin g. Som e m inds so a c t ,  
a n d  lead th o u g h t. . S p ecu lative philosophers have alw ays  
led to  th e  d iscovery o f g re a t tru th s , b u t th ey  gen erally  
tran scen d  th e  w an ts o f  o u r  age . I t  req u ires g re a t effort 
and skill to  b rin g  down know ledge to  th e  com prehension  
o f  th e  p o p u lar m ind. I ts  n a tu ra l affinities have been so 
p erverted , and its  sensibilities so blun ted , b y th e  doc­
trin es  which tu ition  and false reaso n in g have im planted  
in it . P reju d ice  and w an t o f  m en tal to n e  a re  th e  ch ief  
b arriers  to 'rap id  p rogress. I f  th e  m ind expanded with  
know ledge and th e  freedom  it  gives, its  own in tuitions, 
w ould p erceive tru th  so c le a rly  th a t  no elab orate  a rg u ­
m en t would be n ecessary . In tu itio n  would develop into  
a reliab le  sense, and be in itse lf  a  d ire c t te s t  o f  righ t  
and w ron g, as  seein g  is  said to  be believing.

T hu s m ind em erges from  its  sub servien t and enslaved  
condition to  be th e  co n tro ller  o f  c ircu m stan ces , in tuitional 
reasonin g supersedes th e  g rop in g  doubtful logic o f  a rg u ­
m en tation , thoughts b e co m e  f a c t s ;  and th e  hum an m ind  
ow ing no allegian ce b u t to  in telligen ce, is enabled to  be 
a crea tiv e  pow er— a  very  G o d ! T he nccessitism  which  
w orks o u t th is  g loriou s resu lt w e o u g h t to  invoke w ith  
o u r  whole soul, as th e  only m eans to  develop ourse|ves 
afad red eem  h u m an ity . “ 'T is  th e  D ivin ity  w hich stirs  
w ithin u s ” and w ithout, “ w ork ing in us both to  W ill  
and to  do.”
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th e  view o f supplying w h at is fe lt to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  G reat 
W a n ts  o f  th e  A go, nam ely, a n  E d u c a t io n a l E stablish­
ment o f  a  S ecu la r C haracter, n o t  te a ch in g  a n y  C reed nor 
D o gm a, h u t in cu lcatin g  p rin cip les o f  M o ra lity , and culti­
vating a  tru e  sense o f  H o n o r . V a ca n cie s  for Boarders. 

T e r m s  M o d e r a te .
Prospectus fo rw a rd ed  on ap p lica tion  to  P rin cipa l.

PHOTO-ART.
&  C o . ,B A TC H E L D E R

(E stab lish ed  1 8 5 1 . ;

EX E C U T E  Com m issions in  all b ran ch es o f  Photo­
grap h ic and C oloured P o r tra itu r e  on  m oderate  

term s. S ee Specim ens a n d  R efe ren ces .
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JU S T  R E C E I V E D , “ S p i r i t u a l i s m  v ersu s  S a t a n i s m ”  

w ith A ppendix co n ta in in g  R u le s  for th e  Spirit
C ircle . .................

W.
P rice  S ixp en ce.
I I .  T e r r y ,  9 G  R ussell S tre e t , M elb ourne.

S 23 "W IKTG M A C S I X E S .

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S  I  3ST G r 3EC
NEW N O ISE LESS

LOCK-STITCH SEWIHG MACHINE
T h e B es t  in  the W orld ,

At

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

T U S T  P U B L I S H E D , a  Collection o f 1 1 0  H Y M N S  
W  and A N T H E M S , ap p ro p riate  to  S p iritu alists , and  
o th e r U n sectarian  C on gregations, selected  by th o  C om ­
m ittee  o f tho M elbourno A ssociation. 16m o. C loth, 
1b. Gd. Im n . M o rro cco , 2s . Gd. B y  P o st, 2 d . e x tra .

W . H . T E R R Y , 9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .

J U S T  R E C E I V E D ,  O n T h e  S p i r i t  C i r c l e  

and th e  L a w s  o f  M e d i u m s h i p .  A  L e c tu re  by 
E m m  a  H a i i d i n g e , also th e  Inspirational P o em s, “  E v e r ­
m o re ,”  and “ O v crT h o ro ,” P r ic e  3d.

W . I I .  T E R R Y  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .

S T A N F O R D  & CO.,
CORNER Ob’ BOUREE & RUSSELL STREETS, 

MELBOURNE.
B O O K S  O K P H Y S IO L O G Y , 4.0.

W i l l a r d .  8 s .  6 d .S e x o l o g y ,  a s  t h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  L i f e .
S e x u a l  P h y s i o l o g y . D r .  T r a i l .  5 s .  G d .
P h y s i c a l  P e r f e c t i o n .  J a q u e s .  7 s .  G d .
M a r r i a g e  a n d  i t s  V i o l a t i o n s . I ) r .  E l l i s .  G d .
T h e  M e n t a l  C u r e .  E v a n s .  6 s .  G d .

T h e  H e r a l d  o e  H e a l t h . P e r  v o l . ,  I s .  G d .
T h e  E m p i r e  o f  t h e  M o t h e r . H .  C .  W r i g h t .  4 « .

W . H .  T E R R Y ,  9 0  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e lb o u rn e .

NEW  PATENT

WA S HI NG

S t r e e t ,

ECONOMICAL
TABLE.

M R S . LANG’S

DOMESTIC
P RIC E S IN M ELBO U RN E:

OTTLYT 378. ©D. EA C H .
H K1HO T H IS

C h e a p e s t  o f  a l l  W A S H I N G  M A C H I N E S .
ON AN E N T IR EL Y  NEW  PRIN CIPLE.

I f  tw o T re s t le s  a re  requ ired , p rice  7 e . 6d. e x tra .

I t  saveB time, saves labour, save soap, saves f u e l ,  saves 
w ater, saves tho clothes, and w ashes tn o m  very  c lea r  and 
q u ite  clean. N o  friction  is  e m p lo y e d : n o injurious  
ch em icals a r e  re q u ire d : soap  alon e is  used .

The W ashing A pparatu s w ithout trestles  is  a l l  th a t is  essential: 
’ t  can  be p la c ed  upon an y  convenient tab le . T he trestles a r e  r e ­
qu ired  w here th ere  is no table.

A. G 23 IM T  S
FOR TH E AUSTRALIAN COLONIES AND NEW ZEALAND,

J A M E S  M c E W A N  &  C o ., E l i z a b e t h  S t . ,  M e lb o u r n e .

,  Vvb'ijd E - Purton Si Co., ut their OBlco, 106 BUuibcth Street, Melbourne, 
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