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As Spiritualism is the key note of the Harbinger o f 
IAgld, all the editorial matter which appears in its 
columns is essentially in harmony with the fact known 
to us, and we [presume to the majority of our readers, 
that man is a spirit habilitated in matter and working 
through his grosser environments to a higher and more 
refined condition of existence. Hence materialistic sub
jects rarely find their way into its pages ; but when the 
editor of a materialistic journal asks for information 
about the soul from those who profess, or, as he puts it 
“  pretend ”  to know, we think it  our duty to give the 
information, even though it  may not be estimated by 
him at its full value. The question is asked by Mr. 
Joseph Symes, in an article bearing his signature which 
appears in the Liberator for Sept. 21st, entitled “  Has 
Man a Soul ? ”  I t  is in the main temperately written, 
though disfigured by one or two blemishes, but shows 
that however learned Mr. Symes may be in materialistic 
philosophy, his knowledge and experience of Psychology 
or the science of the soul is very limited. A t  the com
mencement of his article, Mr. Symes lays down the unan
swerable proposition that the question can never be defin. 
itely answered until we have exactly decided what we mean 
by the word “ .souL” H e does not, however, attempt a 
decision at this point, but further on, having concluded 
that there is “  a soul in man,” he defines it as “ the multi
farious phenomena of consciousness; this assemblage 
of states of being— of hope and fear, joy and sorrow, of 
conscious pleasure and pain— these are the soul.” And, 
he says, “  they are all purely physical phenomena ; they 

are subsequent to the origin of the body.”

This is simply theory; we mean to oppose it  by facts, 
in the experience of credible witnesses, most of whom 
*re still in the physical body. Mr. Symes traces the

origin of the belief in soul to the dreams of savages, and 
considers that the foremost nations of the earth have 
never been able to advance on the savage idea, because 
they had no better basis ; he briefly reviews the religions 
of the past in support of his position, objecting to their 
conceptions of spiritual beings as too material, a mere 
reflex of humanity, and says, “  unless the belief in the 
soul is supported by something more substantial than the 
dreams of poets and sleepers, it must be treated as a 
mere fancy or superstition.” We quite agree with Mr. 
Symes hope, and for that reason mean to give him and 
others soine “  more substantial ”  reasons for our belief, 
though few of them can be condensed into the small 
space available in this article, but we entirely disagree 
with him in the following proposition, viz., “  No person 
ever saw without an eye, heard without an ear, felt with
out the tactile power of the skin, or tasted or smelt 
without the use of the corresponding senses.” Mr. Symes 
evidently refers to the physical organs of sense, and we 
mean to show, on good authority, that persons have exhi
bited at least some of the faculties referred to without 
the intervention of the physical senses.

During the last forty years the phenomena of Clair
voyance has been largely experimented in by a number 
of learned men, many of them of considerable scientific 
attainments, including the Earl of Crawford and Bal- 
carres, F.R.S., President R.A.S., ; W. Crookes, Fellow 
and Gold Medallist.of the Royal Society; C. Vurloy, 
F.R.S., O.E., ; A. R. Wallace, the eminent Naturalist; 
W . F. Barrett, F.R.S.E., Professor of Physics in the 
Royal College of Science, Dublin ; Dr. Lockhart Rolxrt- 
son ; Dr. J. Elliotson, F.R.S., sometime President of the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London; 
Professor de Morgan, sometime President of the Mathe
matical Society of London; Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E, 
sometime Professor of Chemistry in the Univerity of 
Edinburgh; Dr. Herbert Mayo, F.R.S., and quite a 
number of Continental professors.

The books written by the above abound in evidences 

of clear sight of persons, objects, and events near and 
distant, without the intervention of the physical organs 
of sight, but we will simply quote from the book of the 
late William Gregory, Fellow of the Royal Society and



Professor o f Chemistry in the University o f Edinburgh, 

tho thin! oditibn o f which U  now being published ; and 

from a  recent pamphlet o f Dr. Goo. W y ld .*
In his opening chapter on Clairvoyance, Dr. Gregory 

says: • V-
When the sleeper hss reached a certain stage, he will often 

notioc the objects which happen to be placed behind him, and in 
•uch positions that, were his e y «  open, he could not see them with- 
out turning round ; and he will dmcribe them, without ceasing for 
a moment to look straight forward, or downward, towards his 
knees, as he rerj often d o «, his e y «  bring firmly closed. I t  any- 
thing be done, however quietly, In any part of the room, he will,
If not Absorbed in internal contemplation, detect it. This fact, ns 
well as those concerning the hand of the operator, or of others, I 
have very often seen. They are of dally occurrence.

A n d  further he says :
That the clairvoyant can often perceive objects, which arc 

wrapped up in paper, or enclosed in boxes or other opaque 
receptacles. Thus, I have seen object« dwertbed, as to form, colour, 
surface, marking*, down to minute finw» aid  chipped edg«. when 
O'lcloscd in (Mipcr, cotton, pasteboard box«, wooden boxes, box« 
of pspier rnAchc, and of metal. I have further known letter« 
minutely described, the address, |»osl marks, seal, and even the 
contents, rend off when the letter» were enclosed in thick cnvcloj cm 
or boxes. No fact is better attested than this; Major Buckley, 
who would seem to poaso«, in an muuinl degree, the power of pro
ducing in his subject« this peculiar; form of clairvoyance has, 
brought. I believe, upwards of 140 |K-r*onn, many of them of high 
character and education, and 89 of these cren in the conscious state, 
to the point of reading, with almost invariable accuracy, although 
with occasional metak«, printed motto«, enclosed in boxes or in 

nutshells.
W liat Ims M r. Symes to any to these eighty-nine in- 

stances of seeing without oyes ? Later on Dr. Gregory 

relates his experiment with a  Clairvoyant subject (M r. D .) 

who would go to any place he desired, and accurately 

describe them though lie had never seen them 'with his 

physical eyes. That this was not “  Brain-reading ” was 

proved by  the fact of his describing places which the 

Professor had never at tho time seen, bu t subsequently 

visited and verified. The fact that the soul or conscious

ness did really go  to tho placo is conclusively proved l>y 

tho following oft-repeated experim ent:— The subject 

professing to be at some distant city was asked the time 

there, and on comparison it was invariably found to 

differ in proper proportion with London mean time. 

Home particular experiment« were made a t  the instiga

tion of S ir W .  0. Trevelyan on this interesting point 

with  satisfactory result«. Dr. Gregory gives the details 

o f fifty-two illustrative cases o f Clairvoyance in his 

experience, besides citing somo corroborative cases in tho 

experience o f personal friends. W e  cannot, however 

find room for further quotations, but will briefly refer to 

D r. W y ld ’s  recent pamphlet. That gentlemen defines 

Clairvoyance as “the power which the mind has o f seeing 

or knowing thoughts and physical conditions and object« 

hidden from or beyond the reach o f the physical senses,” 

and calls it  at the suggestion of Professors Blackie and 

Donaldson, "  Auto-noecity." Or. W y ld  gives numerous 

1 istances of Clairvoyant phenomena in  his experionco, 

including two case« whore A lexis Didier, a  celebrated 

Clairvoyant (still liv ing) gained £ 5  notes by describing 

them, and giving the number when they were enclosed

• Cloirvojance; or the Auto-Noctlc Action of the Mind. A 
Demonstration of the Immortal!tj of the ►oul. Triibner, London.

the following two

cases sent him by  H enry Thompson, Esq., a  friend of 

the late Lord  Bu lw er Ly tto n :
On one occasion, being In tho Rame room with one of my 

mesmeric patient«, who was asleep on the sofa, I  rose from niy 
■cat and went to a  box in the room in «careh of the copy of a  will 
I  wished to examine, when my patient «aid, “ Yon will not find 
what you want in that box ; it U In a box under a window, at 8 

Gray’s Inn.”
I had no idea it was there, but being in London a few day* 

afterwards, I  went to 3 Gray’s Inn, and found thedocument in the 
liox as described, in the office of Mr. Dcvrille. This case illustrate* 
both thought-reading and direct clairvoyance.

Mr. Thompson describes his other case as follows:— One day 
I was mesmerising Mrs. H. when she suddenly gave an exclama
tion and said, “ Your daughter has just fallen off her horse, and 
the horse is galloping across the park ; but she is not hurt. 8he 
pullod herself off her home when opening a gate, the horse haring 
swerved, being frightened by a dog.”  Mr. Thom|*on adds— 
This description was comet in every particular.

W c  could multiply these cases by hundreds (many in 

our own experience), but those w e have given should bo 

quite adequate fo r our purposo. M r. Symes says (speak

ing of the soul), “  I f  you mean an independent spiritual 

thing, superior to tho body, and immortal in its existence, 

then you go  beyond tho point where your evidence sets 

you down.” W e  think not, M r. Sym es; you arc evi 

dcntly not aware o f  the extent o f our evidences; we can 

only give the merest fraction here, bu t even that proves 

that eminent scientific men, after careful examination, are 

satisfied that there u  evidence o f soul, spirit, or intel

ligence, disconnected from tho physical body. Cromwell 

F. Varley , F .R .S ., in  his article, “ Phenomena I  have 

seen," say s :

The late Professor dc Morgan has written, “ I am perfectly con
vinced that I  have both seen and heard, in a manner which should 
make unbelief impossible, things called Spiritual, which cannot be 
taken by a rational being to be ca|iable of explanation by ira|*> - 
tuns, coincidence, or mistake. So far I feel the ground firm u»l<r 
mo."

William Crookes, F.R.8., writes, “ That certain physical 
phenomena, such as the movement of material substances and tho 
production of sound« resembling electric discharge«, occur under 
circumstances in which they cannot be explained by any physical 
law at present known, is a fact of which I am as certain a* I am 
of the most elementary fact in chemistry,”

A n d  adds, I  can J u llij endorse both these statements. Ho 

then gives a  scries o f remarkable phenomena witnessed 

by him and in connection with the levitation of objects 

without physical contact; he says, speaking of a tablo 

so levitated, “ W hen  tho tablo was o ff the ground, I  liavo 

mentally wished it  to come north, south, east, and west, 

and it  has immediately followed my unexpected wish,1' 

and concludes the account as fo llow s: “  Other and

numerous phenomena have occurred, proving the exist

ence (a )  of forces unknown to science; (b ) tho power of 

instantly reading my thoughts; (c )  the presence of some 

intelligence o r  intelligences controlling these powers. 

H o tested materialisation phenomena w ith  the most per

fect electrical appliances, and thoroughly satisfied himself 

of the separate identity of the spirit forms. The committee 

of the London Dialectical Society fu lly  confirm the phe

nomena called spiritual, and affirm that the force pro

ducing them, and which is independent o f tho investi

gators is  frequently directed by intelligence. The late 

Edw ard  Cox, Sergeant-at-Law, one o f the shrewdest
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in opaque envelopes. H o  also give«
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English lawyers, in describing a  aiance with Dr. 81ade, 

where only he and the medium were present, with the 

sun shining brightly into the room, says:

A* I wrote, ft hand, which I saw distinctly, came from under the 
table, «cited my waistcoat, and palled it riolently.

Seeing this, I  took the pencil with which I * «  copyiug the 
word«, and laid it at the edge of the table farthest from Dr. 81ade, 
and far beyond hi« reach, the end of the pencil projecting about 
two inchea orcr the ledge. I  asked if the hand would take the 
pencil. Forthwith a  hand came from under the table, seized the 
l>encil, and threw it upon the floor. I  again asked that it would 
pick up the pencil and bring it to me. In a minute it was brought 
and put upon the table by my side. I  «aw the hand that brought 
it, as distinctly as I  could see my own. It was a «mall hand, 
seemingly that of a  woman.

Again the slate wa« cleaned and laid upon the table a« before, 
my hand upon it. In a few second« the following sentence was 
written. Considerable power was used in this writing, and I could 
distinctly feel the pressure of the pencil upon the «late, and its 
motion, as every word was written

«• I am Dr. John Forbes. I  was the Queen’s physician. God 
bless you,—J. Fobbes."

Then follows some more marvellous phenomena, and 

the slate is taken from  his hand by the invisible force 

placed upon his head, and in that position he distinctly 

hears writing, and on removing it finds this sentence 

— “  M an must not doubt any more, when we can come 

in this way. J. F., M .D ."

The columns o f this journal are studded with evidences 

of the independent action o f soul or spirit, fo r any one 

who will take the trouble to look for them. In  M ay  

number it w ill be seen that a  collier boy read the number 

(six figures) o f a  cheque w ith  his eyes gummed, plastered, 

and bandaged, and received the amount for so doing. 

In the same number in the “  Experiences of an Investi

gator” (whom wo can personally refer to), are numerous 

instances o f independent spirit action. In  the June, 

number, p. 2743, there is most conclusive evidence of 

the same from a  M aster o f A rts, o f Oxford University. 

In  July, again, 2157 and 8, there is similar testimony 

from the editor o f the Wairarapa Standard. I f  Mr. 

Symes and his brother Secularists ignore this evidence, 

it is no concern o f ou rs ; if  they are happy in  the con

templation o f a  purely materialistic state o f things, it 

would bo fo lly  for us to thrust our beliefs o r  evidences 

upon them, bu t when they ask for information w e are 

always ready to give it. There are two lines in reference 

to Spiritualism in the last paragraph of M r. Symes 

article which w e deprecate ; they are abusive and untrue 

and we think on calm reflection he would wish they had 

been omitted ; they do not trouble us ; plenty o f the 

same kind of mud has been thrown at Spiritualism 

l*fore, but it does not stick, though it  soils the hands of 

the thrower. W e re  w e  to reprint them, they would 

doubtless excite the righteous indignation o f some of our 

readers, who, if  combative would be disposed to retaliate, 

and we have no disposition to encourage the dirty busi

ness. W e  look upon truth as a  beautifnl image almost 

buried in d irt and rubbish, which we are doing our little 

to clear away. The Secularists are working in the same 

direction, though in  our estimation not so efficaciously, 

but when they turn aside to throw d irt at other workers, 

it is certain they are not helping to uncover the beautiful 

image; we shall, therefore, go on with our work, and 

leave the mud-throwing to be done by the other side.

I t  appears that S ir Bryan O'Loghlen and his successors 
have been stealing a  march Upon the Spiritualists 
and Seculaiista in connection with the clause inserted 
by him in all theatrical licenses five yean, since, 
prohibiting the lessees from charging or allowing charges 
to be made for admission to Sunday lectures. The Chief 
Secretary having refused to renew the license o f the H all 
o f Science without the clause referred to as asked by 
the Secularists, who are the present lessees, legal opinion 
was obtained to the effect that the Government had no 
power to insist upon the insertion of the clause refem d  
to, and fortified with this a  formal application was made 
for the renewal of the license without its insertion. Mr. 
Berry thereupon submitted the matter to the Attorney- 
General, who has decided that there is no means of pre
venting the opening on Sundays o f concert halls or other 
buildings for secular or ordinary week-day entertainments 
of a  character that do not come within the provisions of 
the Licensed Theatres’ Statute 1865, if  such entertain
ments are conducted in an orderly and regular manner. 
A s  Sunday lectures do not come within that Statute, the 
way is now clear for charges to be made for admission to 
such. This will enable the Victorian Association of 
Spiritualists to make arrangements for some talented 
exponent of their philosophy to take the platform on 
their merits.

A  M O R T A L  S O N  O F  M A N  T U R N E D  IN T O  T H E  

E T E R N A L  S O N  O F  GO D .

W h ilst  reading the last lecture o f Bishop Moorhousc 
on the “Distinctive Principles o f Christ’s Teachings,” and 
especially that particular passage in it  where he asks the 
question: “ Is  Jesus the Eternal Son o f God?’ I  was forcibly 
reminded of the fat© of my fellow-craftsman, Michael Ser- 
vetus, who fo r meddling with the dogmas of a  barren 
theology had to lay down his precious life, and who 
might have saved that life had he only answered Bishop 
Moorhouse’s  question in the affirmative, thus showing 
that the last 331 years have passed by without the slightest 
improvement having been made by the Church in 
this dogma about the divinity of Jesus Christ, and 
further demonstrating that a man might still lie 
burnt alivo to-day for refusng. to acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ was God himself— incarnate God, God 
become . man —  verbum caro factum  —  were it not 
that the governors o f a  more enlightened human 
socioty had taken the sting out o f tho tail of the theo
logical wasp, preventing the craft from committing any 
more murders in the name of H im  who was all love, and 
who could not have injured the meanest animal crawling 
in the dust. But, in order to bring out the contrast of 
the times of Calvin and o f those in which we arc-now so 
happy to live under the ecclesiastical rule of Bishop 
Moorhouse and Co., with their wings clipped, and with 
the eyes of our legislators constantly upon their nimble 
fingers, for fear of their meddling with our Education 
A ct— that sacred palladium o f the liberty o f the peoplo 
— I  shall here quote ^ fe w  lines from Robert Dale Owen’s 
celebrated work, “  'Hie Debatable Lord ," in which ho 
gives so graphic and heart-rending an account of the last 
hours of the martyr o f truth, Michael Servetus, in tho 
year 1553. “ W hen they summoned,” says R . D. Owen, 
“ the condemned man next morning to execution, he 
begged to be beheaded instead of undergoing the torture 
o f fire; adding, that if  he had erred it was from ignorance, 
and with pure and good motives, and to furthor the 
glory of God. 'Farell, Calvin’s friend and colleague in 
the ministry, who had been appointed os his escort, told 
him for sole answer that his l»est plan was to recant and 
so gain pardon. Servetus replied that he had committed 
no crime, nor ever deserved death; but that he prayed 
God to forgive his accusers the sin they were committing 
against him. This grievously offended the other, who 
retorted sharply, and Servetus ceased to beg further 
mercy of man. This submission so far moved Farell 
that ho sent to tho council praying that Servetus’ punish
ment might be commuted to death by the axe ; bu t tho 
judges were inexorable, and the procession moved toward 
the small mount (a  modem kind o f Calvary), outaide of
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the wall*, where the sentence was to be carried into 
effect. O n  the way Servetus exclaimed aloud, from time 
to time, ‘ O G od , save my so u l! 0  Jesus, thou Son of 
tho Eternal God, have mercy upon m e ! " '

"  Mend thy last words," said his ghostly comforter: if 
thou wold'st save thyself call on Jesus, the Eternal Son 
o f  God."  But ho could not be moved to this. W hen he 
approached the fatal spot and saw the stake, with fagots 
piled around it, he fell on his face, praying in silence.

Then Farell harangued tho crowd : “  You  sec here,’ 
lie said, “ how mighty is the power of Satan. This 
wretch who is about to suffer death, is a  very learned 
man, and perhaps, oven, he may think that what he has 
done is right. But tho dovil has him in his coils, having 
token entire possession. Take heed that a  similar 
calamity overtake not yourselves.”

W hen  Servetus arose from prayer, Farell made a  last 
effort to procure from him a  confession that Christ was 
G od » Son fro m  a ll eternity. But in reply, he only cried 
out: " M y  God, my G o d ! "  Can’t  you say something 
better than that! persisted the preacher. "W h a t  better,” 
replied tho poor wretch, "  than to call on God in  my 
utmost n e e d f  Then he entreated the bystanders to 
pray for him.

A t  the very last, W o r e  he was committed to the 
executioner’s  hands, Farell exclaimed; "  The Eternal Son 
o f  God, say but th at! "  N o t a  word from tho convict 
in reply t H e was fastened to the stake by  a strong 
chain about his body, and a  rope passed several times 
around his neck, tho book which constituted his crime 
l>eing tied to his loins

W hen  he saw the fagots kindled, and felt the first 
touch o f the llames, he cried out so piteously that the 
crowd around were thrilled with horror. Tho fuel was 
green oak wood, and his tortures lasted a  full half hour. 
Home of the spectators, urged by  irresistible compassion, 
Hung burning fagots over his body, the sooner to end his 
agony. H is  very last words, pronounced in a  loud voice, 
were these: "Jesus, thou Son o f  the Eternal God, take 
pity upon me.”

Thus perished, martyr to his religious opinions, a  Pro
testant whom Mosheim declared to have l*en  "  one of 
the most thoughtful and learned men of his day.” Calvin 
caused his death.

Yes, Calvin caused the death o f Servetus, a mere 
theologian, a  would-be reformer, murdered by his sole 
won!, a  truer Christian, a  truer follower o f the Naxarene 
than he was himself. The Roman Inquisition could have 
done no more. W h a t difference is there lietween this 
Golgotha of Geneva and that other Golgotha of Jeru
salem I  1 can see none. N o  wonder the spectators of 
this scene of hell-fire, enacted, if  by  any one, by a  fiend 
from hell itself, were horror-struck at the sad spectacle per
formed in  the name of fanaticism, blasphemy and bigotry ! 
N o  wonder that the people, moved by  such atrocious deeds, 
fell gradually away from their heartless shepherds, who, 
like wolves in sheep’s clothing, were devouring the best 
o f their flocks for no other reason than that of mere differ
ence o f opinion. The Jewish Sanhedrim were no more 
guilty o f murder than was Calvin— this Jew  o f a  Chris
tian. A  sad specimen of a  reformer this ! But examples 
like these were, I  suppose, necessary in those dark times 
to rouse the dull and bigoted hearts of tho people living 
under the heels o f sacerdotal authority, to open their 
eyes to the wanton cruelty of their spiritual lenders, and 
to teach them to devise means for curbing and fettering 
the bloodthirsty instincts o f those who, under tho pretext 
o f taking care of their souls, ruined both their souls and 
bodies— and would ruin them still.

A nd  now, thirty-throe generations after tho martyrdom 
o f Servetus, who then already could not look upon the 
self-styled Son of M an ns the eternal and only-l>egotten 
Son of God, wo havo so enlightened and so learned a 
man os D r . Moorhouso promulgating the samo identical 
dogma o f the divinity of Christ, forgetting altogether, 
in  his theological blindness, that the very man whom he 
want* to elevate upon the throne o f God, taught man
kind, in the only prayer he ever recommended to us, to 
pray to our Father in heaven, and not to himself, well 
aware that in  his weakor moments, and in his final agony 
on  the cross, he himself offered his prayers to the same

All-Father. Thus it  is that, in consequence of the 
superhuman character ascribed to man’s sublimest teacher 
by the clergy of orthodox Christianity, the same clergy 
are daily losing ground, and their flocks in utter bewii- 
derment, not knowing which way to turn for the truth 
and light promised to them, follow hot-gospellers of every 
description, the Sankeys and the Moodies, the captains 
and generals o f Salvation Annies, leading their forces 
straight to the lunatic asylums and moral and intellectual 
degradation. I t  is a  strange sign of the times when such 
men as the late Archbishop o f Canterbury, in  their own 
impotence to preach the gospel o f God effectually, 
look upon men like Booth os providential pheno
mena and messengers o f the M oat H igh  sent to 
save mankind from total spiritual ruin and perdition. 
Fino apostolic successors are these who allow  them* 
selves to bo led by empty-headed ranters and pious sensa
tion-mongers ; to a  nice pass has, in these latter days, 
come the Church o f Christ, which after 1800 years of 
experimenting has not been able to hatch a  better scheme 
for the spiritual guidance of the people than that of the 
soldiers of the Salvation A rm y. W e ll  might one say 
with tho prophetic Hector, "  estetai hemar.” Yes, a day 
shall come, when what is now called Christianity will l»o 
no m ore ; when the spurious doctrines o f the present 
churches, fraudulently grafted on the pure teachings of 
Jesus of Galilee, w ill be swept off tho face of .the earth 
in order to make room fo r a  new religion, which will lie 
able, by inculcating the eternal truth o f the immortality 
o f the human soul by  every-day facts presented to the 
reason and to the senses o f tho people, to teach the 
coming race a  sounder morality and more lasting prin
ciples o f conduct fo r the life  hero and hereafter, making 
it unnecessary to constantly point to the flesh and boiic 
resurrection o f a  carnal Christ as tho only hope o f our 
own future resurrection.

I t  is truly strange that a  man with the profound, learn
ing of Bishop Moorhouse should be so deficient in  critical 
acumen as not to have discerned long ago how Jesus 
Christ graduated from the son o f M ary  to the Son of 
M an ; from that to the Son o f D avid  ; from that, sur
passing Abraham, David, and Solomon himself, to the 
Son o f God, o r the H o ly  Ghost; from that to the Verfnnn 
or lo g o » ; from the L igos  to tho Mctathronos, or pleni
potentiary o f God Alm ighty, vid divine hypostasis, in 
which capacity he became os much the ruler of tho 
universe and the presiding arbitrator o f mankind at tho 
last judgment as his co-ctemal Father, to whom, in tlio 
beginning of his Messianic career, ho prayed as our 
common Father in  Heaven.

Tho reading of works like those of David Strauss, Erm-»t 
Renan, and of the more thoughtful and mild Keim , seems 
to havo made little or no impression on the Bishop’s 
mind with regard to his estimate of the true character 
and personality of J esus; and this fact, being obliged to 
give the Bishop credit for out and-out sincerity, wo can 
only attribute to his early theological training, combined 
with a  certain amount o f obligatory quotidian devo
tional exercises o f a  special orthodox cast which 
keep tho mind enthralled in  the bonds of a  peculiar 
pious somnambulism, from which it is perhaps as diflieult 
to awake as it  is to assert ono’s independence from 
the tyranny of tiro Thirty-nino Articles. I t  may also 
be mentioned in this connection that it was a  pity the 
modern Christian clergy did not imitate the example of 
the Jewish Rabbis and of Jesus Christ himself by learn
ing and practising a  trade, which would have had tho 
beneficial effect o f making our priests and parsons less 
exclusive, less onesided, and better able to appreciate tho 
hard lot of their Christian brethren who, in  accordance 
with tho stem  command o f God and that o f nature, have 
to earn their daily bread in  tho sweat of their faces. 
B u t by  Homo singular disobedionco to the word of God, 
our modern apostles have succeeded in establishing a  new 
order of things, and instoad of working during the six 
working days o f the week, they work on  the very day 
appointed fo r rest, and rest during the remainder o f the 
week. H ad  these apostolic successors taken to some 
trade, as their predecessors did, some to fishing, some to 
carpentering, some to bricklaying, some to tent-making, 
as Pau l did, thoy would have been ablo not only to earn
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tj,eir own living independently o f plate« and church- 
collections, which o f late have to be supplemented from 
a  constantly decreasing Bishop’s fund, but they would 
have been also in a  better humour for preaching on the 
day of rest a  sounder and more practical sermon to their 
brethren. B u t the time is approaching fast, when a  little 
more real church-disestablishing and separation of state 
and church w ill bring our spiritual guides to their senses, 
and rouse them up  from their unnatural day-dreams of 
immaculate conceptions, human apotheosis, divine 
hypostasis, metathronos, et hoc genua omne o f meta
physical and transcendental speculations, which
am no benefit to man and an abomination in 
the eyes of a  montheistic God and Creator o f the 
universe. Eaaetai hemar —  a  day of l i ;h t  will come, 
when all mankind w ill open their eyes and look back with 
astonishment» upon their past religious life so full of 
falsehoods, errors, and inconsistencies ; and that day will 
he a  real day o f judgment, enlightened reason, and com
mon sense, when every man w ill be his ow n  priest, his 
own interpreter of the voice o f God ; when every man 
will, from his own positive knowledge,. kn-'w that there 
is a'life after this life, and that their future lives will be 
principally shaped after their lives on this earth, and that 
neither priest nor parson can whitewash souls on the brink 
of eternity, in the name o f Jesus, and that the vicarious 
atonement is a  fiction only invented to ruin human souls, 
lulling them into a  kind o f comfortable sleep over their 
self-conscious transgressions during life; only to find after 
their waking that it  was all a  huge mistate, and that 
the only responsible persons fo r human sins are the sin
ners themselves ; and that the blood of Christ was not 
spilt for their sins, bu t for the sins o f those who crucified 
him, the greatest man in  a ll Jewish history; no eternal Son 
of God, but one of the many Sons of the Eternal God, to 
use the dying words o f a  martyr fo r the truth, who really 
believed, and acted on his belief— that he was bom  to 
this end, and that for this cause he came into the world, 
that he should bear witness unto tho truth. Every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice ; bu t a  world of 
Pilâtes, I  am afraid, w ill still ask fo r some time to come, 
t i  eat in aletheia ?  W h a t  is truth Î

C. W .  R O H N E R ,  M .D .
Tungamah, 11th September, 1884.

W E L L IN G T O N .

S ixes  m y lost to you there is nothing remarkable to 
report in connection w ith matters Spiritualistic, but 
progress has been made in organisation. First, consider
ing the public phase o f the question, the efforts made in 
tho country districts to establish Associations have been 
fairly successful. One has been started within the 
month at Greytown, another at W ood  ville. In  both 
places many circles have been formed, and meet regularly, 
the result being encouraging development of different 
phases o f mediumistic power. Earnest upholders o f tho 
cause in public have not been wanting. M r. W atson  
has, as you know, taken to the platform as a  lecturer, at 
Greytown. M rs. W otton, o f Palmerston, has followed 
his example, and after speaking at Palmerston betook to 
W ood ville, and discoursed there with excellent effect. 
O f the details o f tho many séances held I  know nothing 
more than that they are regarded as highly satisfactory 
by tho sitters.

.Of tho Gisborne and N ap ier Spiritualists I  have sure 
advices. Spiritualism has made greater, advanco at 
thoso places than at any other part o f this colony. The 
manifestations are really remarkable, aud include the 
levitation of ponderable bodies from one room to the 
other, through closed doors and windows. A ll  the orna
ments from one chimneypiece were removed and de
posited on tho other ; while matter half a  mile distant 
was brought in an instant to the séance room.

In W ellington the movement is sluggish. A  very 
promising circle had to break up on account o f the 
health of three o f the sitters. Good manifestations had 
been obtained. Some o f the messages were remarkable 
for their originality and consistency. A  message came 
to one of the sitters from a  brother who had died when 
®«lly a  few  days old, and who averred that he grew  aud

progressed in spirit-land and had reached years of dis
cretion. The question thus raised as to identity is now 
in course of settlement, information on the point having 
been sent for to England. Another message involved a 
curious question of the disposal of property by w il l ; the 
document, we were informed, had been hidden in a  mat
tress by an interested party. A  letter to clear up this 
point has also been sent to England.

I  cannot say much in favour of the progress of the 
W ellington Spiritualistic Association. M any meetings 
are regularly held, and the private results are said to be 
good. A  mistake, however, has been made in giving 
into public exhibitions too early. A  medium that had 
been developing for many months was thought to have 
advanced sufficiently to withstand the test of public 
criticism, and the public were accordingly invited to pro- , 
»ounce upon his capacity. This happened on Monday 
evening last, at the Athemeum, when a  large gathering 
assembled to listen to an inspirational address from Mr. 
W right. I  had heard the man once before at a  semi
public meeting, and thought nothing o f him, and had no 
reason to change my opinion on the second occasion. 
The affair proved a  miserable failure and threw a  heap of 
discredit upon the cause. A ll  the local papers agreed - 
upon the wretched character of the display made. It is 
to be hoped that the man will reserve all exhibitions for 
the delectation of- his circle of private friends who, 
strange to say, believe in him with surprising devotion 
and pronounced the miserable jumble ef sentences the 
other night a  good lecture.

September 17th, 1884. T A W H IA O .

W e  have advices o f the arrival in N e w  Zealand (by the 
last San Francisco M ail) o f Mrs. Lena Cook, a  personal 
friend o f Mrs. E. L . W atson’s possessing good mediumistic 
powers, which we have reason to think will be available 
for investigators. M rs. Cook only intends to make a 
short say in N e w  Zealand, and will prohably be in 
Melbourne in a  few  weeks.

D E C E A S E  O F  A N N A  M A R Y  H O W IT T  W A T T S .  

T he  above talented lady, daughter of the late W illiam  
Howitt, passed over to tho spirit world from the residence 
of her mother, Deitenham, Tyrol, after a  brief illness on 
the 23rd o f July last. For many years past she has been 
an earnest and intelligent worker in the cause of Spirit
ualism, contributing to several of the spiritualistic journals 
under the initials of “  A .M .H .W .,” and only last year 
published the initial volume of “ The Pioneers o f the 
Spiritual Reformation.” *  The following tribute to her 
memory is extracted from an “  In  Momoriaiu ” which 
appears in Light o f August 2nd:—

“ She was spiritually and psychically gifted in a  very 
high degree, and her work, valuable as it was from tho 
care and pains bestowed on it  by an intellect of rare 
culture and refinement, derived an added value from tho 
gifts of the spirit that were bestowed in rich measure upon 
the writer, as well as from her own gentle and kindly 
nature. O f her it may with truth be said that in all that 
she wrote through all these long years no word of anger 
or o f bitterness, nothing that could wound o r  hurt, no 
unseemly fling a t  any man’s honest beliefs, can be dis
covered by the minutest search. Such thoughts were 
alien from her nature : they could have found no harbour 
in her mind. She had clear preceptions of truth, and her 
loving nature was content with setting them forth as the 
best antidote to error.”

T h e  (N .Z . )  Freethought Review fo r August 1st contains 
an able article by Mr. Joseph Braithwaite on Christianity 
and Modern Psychological Phenomena. In  it Mr. 
Braithwaite puts both lucidly and concisely psychological 
facts and their inferences, showing at the same time 
their harmony with and solution of N ew  Testament phe
nomena, which without the means of corroboration by 
comparison with similar phenomena in  the present 
would be deemed incredible by most men in this ration
alistic era. __________________________________

• Beviewod in the Harbinger for April, 1881.
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F R E E T H O U G H T .

F o b  years past the genius o f freethought has been 
abroad among the peoples of the earth, permeating all 
classes of society with its enfranchising influence, releas
ing one after another from the thraldom of superstition 
and dogma, and, like the flowing tide, momentarily rising 
higher and higher. But there seems to be a  law, uni
versal in  its operation, by  virtue of which action is 
always liable to be followed by reaction ; and it should 
not, therefore, surprise us if  we find the human mind in 
some unsuspected directions, and to a considerable ex
tent, obeying for a  time this reactionary impulse. For a 
timo only it can be, since the powerful forces which are 
a t  work urging man upward and onward can but accu
mulate energy by opposition, as the torrent gathers its 
strength behind the obstruction in its path, until every 
barrier is irresistibly swept away. I f  man, however, 
has an inherent progressive tendency, he has also the 
tcndoncy to harden, crystallise, and stagnate, which has 
constantly to be fought against. I t  may possibly be that 
l»oth these tendencies are, within due and proper limits, 
indispensable to the well-being, comfort, and orderly pro
gress of humanity in its forward march, in( order that 
such progress may be mode without a  too violent and 
inconvenient upsetting of those familiar landmarks 
around which society is settled. Nature, Destiny, P rovi
dence, or by whatever name we may choose to call the 
great over ruling Power which guides humanity ns a 
whole, though inflexible in its decrees when the appro
priate time has come to “  ring out the old, ring in the 
new,” seems yet to have a somewhat tender regard for 
that which is passing away and becoming obsolete, or 
rather, for the feelings of those whose lives, recollections, 
and sympathies are bound up so closely therewith, and to 
prefer to lay it softly to rest, rather then violently and 
unceremoniously to eject it from the scheme o f things, and 
it might bo well if  some of our iconoclastic friends would 
learn a  lesson from this. I t  might moderate their fiery 
zeal, without diminishing their solid earnestness. W ith in  
duo and proper limits, however, is rarely kept either the 
progressive or the opposite impulse. On the contrary, 
mankind is prone to extremes ; the path pursued up the 
hill o f progress— possibly on account of its steepness in 
some places— being often o f a  zigzag character, which, 
while undoubtedly advancing by gradual stages, yet in
volves a  kind o f retracing of steps that havo been 
taken.

Am ongst those who have participated in the progres
sive tendencies of the age, and become freethinkers, 
having thrown o ff much that injuriously shackled their 
mental freedom, are a  class who, notwithstanding these 
advantages, exhibit to a  deplorable extent the extreme 
reactionary tendencies to which reference has W en mode, 
and have deliberately barred their advance in knowledge 
in  some all-important directions. W e  mean the dogmatic 
Materialist, who, having woven an ingenious yet shallow  
and unsatisfying system o f philosophy m  which many 
facts tlidt are testified to by a  multitude of not altogether 
untrustworthy witnesses can find no place, are tempted 
to be fully as blind to them as ever orthodox theologian 
ij£/the good old times was blind to the facts and dis
coveries o f a  Galileo. H ow  much “ freethought ” o f this 
typo exists, is only too well known to such students 
o f psychical and spiritualistic phenomena as have endea
voured to gain a  fair hearing for their facts from men of 
this class. I t  is a  type that, fortunately, is getting be
hind the times, and freethinkers who pride themselves 
upon the preservation of this stolid and immovable atti
tude of mind will ere long experience the sensation—  
grievously intolerable to those who plume themselves 
upon being in the very van of progress— of having been 
left in  the rear, as much behind the age as is the stage
coach of our forefathers, and o f being relegated to the same 
lumber-room o f old curiosities as the dogmatic theologian 
w ho upholds the literal accuracy and plenary inspiration 
o f the Bible. They will probably discover this only 
slow ly, but their eyes are sure to be opened at last.

That a  feeling against this species of pseudo-frecthought 
is gam ing ground is evidenced by its having frequently 
found expression in  the invention of new terms whereby

to designate that mental freedom which is so glorious a 
boon to all, and which is professedly the loadstar o f the 
freethinker. Terms such as “ progressive thought,’» 
“  fairthought,” “  unfettered thought," and the like, have 
been so many protests against the unphilosophical posi
tion assumed by  many who, notwithstanding such 
position, still claim to deserve the earlier and more 
familiar designation.

The man imbued with the spirit o f the coming age is 
not of this calibre. Opcnmindcd, fearless, and truly free, 
his aim is T r u t h , and not a  fixed creed— whether re
ligious or non-religious.

A  thousand things, small and gr.at, point to the 
approaching R f.io n  o f  S o ul— which js  not by  any meai a 
the reign o f orthodox theology. I t  is a  reign founded net 
on dogma or tradition, hope or speculation, but upon a 
nobler science than has ever yet dawned upon the world. 
The marvellous spiritual powers enshrined in the human 
temple, which, though as yet but little cultivated, are 
familiar to the well-read and experienced Spiritualist, 
and to the student o f Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Psycho  
metry and allied subjects ; the vast and daily increasing 
number o f facts, of such variety and beauty, proring the 
presence and activity o f spiritual intelligences; the daily 
wider spread and deeper growth o f the Spiritualistic and 
kindred movements, having— whatever their divergences 
— the one grand central object o f vindicating the spiritual 
in human nature on a  practical basis— all point in  this 
direction.

Even material science— that goddess whom our too 
confident Materialistic friends worship with so much 
deyotion— will tun» against them, and leave them in the 
lureli, for the indications are many o f her gradual 
advance toward the realm of spirit. H ave  not 
those eminent scientists and professors, Stewart and Tait, 
asserted that “  immortality is strictly in accordance 
with that principle of continuity which has been guidiilg 
nil modern scientific advance that “ they have been a l 
so! utely driven by  scientific principles to acknowledge the 
existence o f an unseen universe, and by scientific analogy 
to conclude that it is full of life  and intelligence, and is 
in fact a  spiritual universe and not a  dead o n e a r . d  
further, “  that they were led by strict reasoning on purely 
scientific grounds to the probable conclusion that life f o r  
the unseen, through the unseen, is to be regarded as the 
only perfect life ? ” A nd  Professor T a it is recorded sis 
having given utterance to the conclusion that hitherto 
the corridor leading to the unseen universe has been 
walled up in the name of both science and religion, but 
that in the twentieth century that wall w ill be thrown 
down from turret to foundation stone, and scientific and 
religious thought w ill be reconciled by an appeal to the 
realities o f  the unseen world— a forecast which does great 
credit to the Professor’s  sagacity.

Then w e have some noticeable anticipations expressed 
by Professor Crookes at the conclusion o f his masterly 
lecture and exposition o n . the subject o f “  Radiant 
M atter," delivered before the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, in 1879. H e  says: “ Instudy
ing this fourth state o f M atter, we seem at length to 
have within our grasp, and obedient to our control, the 
little indivisible particles which w ith good warrant are 
supposed to constitute the physical basis o f the universe. 
W o  have seen that, in some o f its properties, radiant 
matter is ns material as this table, whilst in other pro- 

rties it  almost assumes the character o f radiant energy, 
e  have actually touched the border-land where matter 

and force seem to merge into one another— that shadowy 
realm between known and unknown, which for me has 
always had peculiar temptations. I  venture to think 
that the greatest problems o f the future w ill find their 
solution in the lard er land, and even beyoml; here, it 
seems to me, lie ultimate realities— subtle, far-reaching, 
wonderful.

•• Yet all these were, when no man did them know,
Yet have from wisest agea hidden bccnc ;
And later times things more unknown shall show.
Why then should witlesse man so much misweene,
That nothing is but that which he hath scene I "

Still further along the road leading from the one 
domain of knowledge to the other, w e  have the valuable
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results of those carefully conducted investigations o f the 
London Society fo r Psychical Research, which are still 
being pursued despite the cheap sarcasms o f learned 
critics. Even the clumsy and comparatively trivial per
formances o f a  Stuart Cumberland, with his quite inade
quate “  muscle” theory o f thought-reading, might serve, 
to any eyes but those almost wilfu lly blind, as a  finger
post pointing still in the same direction.

Outstripping, not upon the swift wings of imagination, 
but justified by the sober facts within his experience, all 
these pointers and prognostications, the Spiritualist 
beholds the coming time, the signs and foretokens of 
which, like the melody o f distant music, are trembling 
on the air, when the spiritual powers now, with all their 
vast possibilities o f elevation and sen-ice, latent in hu 
inanity, and tbe grand realities o f the unseen universe of 
life, intelligence, and love, shall l»e as universally recog
nised as are the rays of sunlight that bless the returning 
day, and when communication by  the aid o f spiritual 
forces between the minds in  both worlds shall be as 
regular, continuous, and indeed as commonplace and 
practical as the constant communication, by  means o f the 
subtler physical forces, between minds in the two hemis
pheres now is ; a  time, moreover, fraught with more 
powerful incentives to the practice of goodhess and 
virtue than have ever yet come fully into operation.

W hile we deprecate the attitude of mind indulged in 
by those who form the class of unprogressive freethinkers 
to which we have referred, w e do not wish to be under
stood as unduly blam ing themselves. Recognising as we 
do the law  o f progress, w e  must also recognise that to 
all progress stages are incidental, and are therefore right 
and proper for the time being. B u t w e  would urge them 
to aspire to nothing short o f the whole truth, and pledge 
themselves to seek the truth at any cost, to welcome it 
in spite o f a ll prejudices, to spread a knowledge of it 
among the people at all hazards. W e  would unite with 
them, with all, upon this platform, over which should 
wave the banner o f tho T r u t i is e b k e r s , than which there 
cannot bo a  nobler name, o r  one more fitted to awaken 
our utmost enthusiasm.

H E A P H Y ’S  G H O ST .

The matchless beautiful story o f tho artist’s remark
able experience, now wisely republished, in  keeping 
with the progress and advanco o f respectability o f outside 
readers, formed at its first appearance in A l l  the Year 
Hound one o f the most attractive testimonies to occult 
phenomena to my mind in my development o f experiences 
and views. In  fact, it lifted mo, as it were, completely 
off tho rails of materialistic philosophy every thinking 
and progressive mind is apt to arrive at and stick to, 
save if psychological events call out fo r a  “  stop !” The 
impression was greatly  enhanced, when I  saw, at the 
rooms of the Association o f Spiritualists in  London, this 
charming portrait myself. Since then, after violent 
changes in my career, it dropped completely off my 
memory’s store, and finding no allusion made later on j i  
spiritual periodicals to this fascinating incident, I  helped 
to complete oblivion by suspecting some flaw having come 
out in the chain o f evidences. I t  was at a  critical 
period of criticism, where the least scratch on reliability 
of testimony would hurl the whole concern out of sight. 
N ow  after thus totally dismissing this romance, in spite 
of some strong points o f genuine psychic influence, I  
alluded to a  friend last week on a  sudden to this story, 
without the slightest trace o f our conversation 'tending 
towards this direction of my memory, and when, a  few  
days after this impression, I  received the reprint of it, I  
cannot deny, trifling as the accidentally close moments 
appear, to have felt a  kind o f reminder that the in
visibles are still around me, watching the course o f my 
further work, and I  believe, if  these would and could 
influence my brothers ( i f  I  have such co workers in the 
cause of salvation from  forced growth o f faith) then some
thing might be yet achieved in  this fair city, which 
niight repay fo r endless troubles and bitter disappoint
ments. I  cannot put down m y pen as a  powerful 
influence touches my mind to utilize another recent 
experience for the benefit o f a ll those readers who cannot I

see a  clear path through the smoke caused by tbe howls 
on impostors and books circulated to mislead the novioe 
in  a  strange land. A  striking incident may prelude my 
reflections. A  lady-friend, who delighted me with her 
evident inclination of believing without even personal 
experiences, seemed suddenly drawn off the line of 
deairing further argument, for she asked me, with a  
telling glance: “  Did you ever read the book, ‘ Confes
sions o f a  Medium X ” and I  shuddered in the thought 
that this villanous speck on the credulity of sceptics 
should have disturbed my lady t I  postponed my reply 
proper, at once resolving to embody it in a  letter to the 
Harbinger, reckoning on some extended field of useful
ness by  so doing. One of the manufacturers o f this in
famous book is a  medium who played a  stupendous part 
in my seances. The other half o f authorship is also 
well know n by  me. This medium (whose name I  post
pone to add, brought constantly, sometimes to my annoy
ance, his cousin, a  girl o f about 12-13 years o f age, into 
my seance, to sit near me during materialisation, as it 
helped to draw  power. H is  affection for this child per
mitted no attempt to persuade him to leave her at home, 
and as the girl looked with evident delight on the 
mysterious form o f “ Bertie,” her presence became even a 
desirable element o f arrangement also to me. Now , in 
this book (condemned by Light as containing such false
hoods as preventing entire perusal) the disclosures include 
this g irl as the actual performer or actress of the ghost!
I  can only add, that 1 don’t  even believe in  a  later con
federacy with this girl, if  I  take into account a  short but 
cutting chat with the madly corrupted medium in  
question, which ended, my further desire to have any 
more to do with that scamp. H e  tried to force on my 
imagination that my spirit-guide materialised through his 
mother, was personated by  that servant g irl in the house. 
This servant g irl sat— on request of the medium—  
in these seances close to me during tho evolution and 
perfect shaping o f “  Bertie,” and when I  accented this 
circumstance to my would-be undecsiver he quickly 
quitted the ground, and I  too, in opposite directions. 
The other author and brother Judas undertook to repro
duce a cast o f a spirit-foot to expose M r. Oxley’s  and my 
gross illusions in this pretended test. The ridiculous, 
miserable attempt ended in accepting a  few  shillings out 
of sheer compassion on part o f Mr. W . Oxley. M y dis
gust forbids mo to dwell any longer on this filthy book, 
but as I  made the sad experience of its possible effect, 
apart from the astounding fact to find it  circulating in 
decent quarters, I  feel sure to do some good by pointing 
out these facts as sufficient to prevent further harm in 
refined circles of inquiry. I f  I  am soft in thinking 
the spirits touch my pen, my good intention must plead 
for excuse if I  rend another piece off a  certain veil, and 
recall my rencontre with

IRVING DIISIIOP AND CUMBERLAND.
One evening at W illiam s' three well-dressed strangers 
bewildered us about permitting them to join in  the 
seance, but explanation seemed satisfactory, and we 
formed the chain of hands— after the chain o f honour, not 
to interrupt securwl confidence. A t  the very height of 
stupendous powerful manifestations, one o f tho traitors 
struck a  match, and music-l>ox, Ac., fell on the table, 
whilst not the slightest change of our linked hands 
showed anything like a  fraud. _

The gentlemen parted in evident perplexity, and a  few  
days later Mr. W illiam s showed me, and I  read the 
letter of one of these gentlemen, expressing his acknow
ledgment and admiration of the genuine mediumship of 
M r. W illiam s ! This letter was that o f Stuart Cuml>er- 
land ! O f  the other two individuals, one was Irving  
Bishop, who drew such large semi-clerical audiences and 
cash by exposing Spiritualism for charitable aims, with 
very suggestive after revealments about expenditures ! 
W h y  and how could after this tho name o f both figure 
under the notice of the central association is a  pheno
menon (to  me) on tho mundane side, which beats my wits. , 
W h y  would W illiam s not, in  proper time, publish this 
letter, which puts these villains in the proper, and such a 
light, that the high folks soiling their hands by contact 
with such scoundrels would retire ashamed from the area 
of scandal and slander. A re  the mediums so cowed by
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the tyranny o f fraud prejudice, fostered by so-called 
scientific investigators, that such clearing up must come 
from far o ff and after a  long period of mischief. W here  
are greater impostors to be found than those pretended 
“  exposers "  who reckon with admirable smartness on the 
pitiable weakness o f credulous sceptics as the » «^ p a y in g  
majority in “  specs” of a  psychical nature t A s  nobody 
can dare to contradict my above statement«, which are 
simple truths and facta, I  fu lly believe that in present 
evident crisis for the claims o f boasted skepticism, their 
being brought to the front may be a  wholesome signal for 
a purification of the situation.

Adelaide. _____________ Yours truly, C. R E IM E R 8 .

V IC T O R IA N  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  S P IR IT U A L IS T S -

T im  Annual Meeting of the above Association was held 
in the Lyceum H all on Sunday evening, Sept. 14th, 
M r. 0 . Johnston (the retiring President) in the chair, and 
aliout ISO persons present. Mr. T . Lang, who officiated 
oh Secretary pro. lenu, read the Balance Sheet and Report 
for tlio pant year. The following is the Balando Sheet for 
year ending 31st August, 1884 :—

ToSuU.rtpUon.rron. Mem- 

IA<tur<«, sñit. fo r itk e -

wm ASUSv icroi'Sfs ms
cuno).

To Kent. Muorilo Hall, 0
nliiliU, a l i » . ..............:

limi, Now Lyceum Hall.
4 nielli* i l  iix .............

W. II. Torn. acci, tor 
July 13 t*. iud.¡ tor 
Auk.U K .4 iI........... 0 0 

£23 10

EXPENDITURE.
S a d .

By Bilance due Trcuurer.
IW  AuKUrt. 1WS. 14 «  10 

Rent of Muonic Hall. Si 
n i ih U .a t » .  .. 48 0 0
Ad .ert«nc  U r tu r «  ..  I t  10 0 
Chxrga « t r a  on t  kc

turn ..  . .  t  8 0
of price o f Piano 10 0 0 
tn r .  actounUfoc

Balance In hand, of Trra- ^

10th Sept.. 1884.
Audited and / THOMAS I.ANO. 

found correct. J HAMILTON MOORE

The foregoing having been received together with the 
report, M r. Johnston read over the following nominations 
for office, intimating that as the nominations were not in 
excess of the required number, the whole o f the ladies 
and gentlemen mentioned were duly elected,— President, 
M r. Charles Johnston; Vice-President, M r. W . B. 
B ow lcy ; M r. J. L ang  (declined) ; Treasurer, W . H . 
T e r ry ; Secretary, M r. C . H . Baniford ; Committee: 
Messrs. C . W att , J. G . Hoogklimmer, H .  Moore, 
J. Codling, T. Naylor, I I .  Bamford, E . G i l l ; Mcs- 
dames Andrews, Moore, Tulloch, Johnston. The report 
was generally approved and a  motion carried that it  bo 
insorted os an advertisement in  the Ayr, a  collection 
being made to- defray the special expense o f same. 
A  member/ complained that the Association did not 
publicly .demonstrate the facts of Spiritualism, but 
tho President pointed out that this was not con
templated by tho Association. Jt was a  work for 
tho ‘investigator to do himself. M r. Terry  said tho 
formula of the Association was “ the investigation and 
advancement of spiritual truths and purposes," and ho 
had no doubt that any practical suggestion in  harmony 
with tlicsc objects would if sent into the committee 
receive careful consideration. In  answer to a  question 
in  reference to a  building fund it was elicited that a 
small sum (about £6 0 ) consisting of principal and inte
rest of an amount raised several years since was the only 
nucleus in hand; some suggestions were mado on the 
advisability o f getting up a  joint stock company to build 
a  hall for the uso o f the Association and Lyceum, but 
nothing definite was done in  this direction, and the 
meeting dispersed soon after 9 p.m.

Tho following is a  brief abstract o f the report which is 
published in full in the Aye o f September 20th :—  
“  Although tho Association could not be considered 
prosperous in a  financial sense, yet it had hitherto paid 
its way, and succeeded in doing a fair amount of work

with very moderate means. There had not been oppor
tunities for any brilliant achievement« during the pa«t 
year, but the Sunday Services had l*een maintained. I t  
hail been asked why did not the Association bring for
ward wonderful mediums and eloquent lecturer», and so 
force the world to conviction. A ll  three things took 
time and money, and were the Association’s means en
larged it would doubtless be able to do more work. 
Spiritualism had advanced, and was advancing, and we 
could look back with pride to the work done by William  
Denton, M rs. Britten, A d a  Foye, and M rs. W aUon. 
The obstacles placed in  the w ay  o f the Association in 
the matter o f charging fo r seat« on Sunday had 
seriously retarded their movement*, and the desirability 
of organising a  Public Joint Stock Company wn* 
suggested, also the need for the enlargement and im-

Erovement o f stock in  library was pointed to, and 
piritualiBts in all parts of the colony wore urged to do 

their work in this direction.”

T H E  R E L IG IO N  O F  T H E  F U T U R E .

T h e  religion of the future w ill accept and emlxKly tho 
truths o f all systems. In  doing so, it  w ill not inquire it« 
source ; fo r truth bears the impress o f no man’s ownership 
or personality. To it, Jesus in  his manger, Mohamnnxl 
on his camel in the desert, o r  wisest monarch on his 
throne, are the same. Th is religion w ill be the science 
o f life here and hereafter; and, as man is bound to the 
universe as an integral part, his understanding o f the laws 
of the world w ill be its basis. I t  w ill teach the infinite 
possibilities o f man, and his duty to cultivate these to tho 
utmost.

The man w ho professes the religion o f the future will 
accept nature as his Bible, and regard all books as 
valuable only for the truth they express. H e  will have 
no fear o f offending God, bu t w ill fear to bccomo out of 
harmony with the laws o f his own constitution. His 
theology w ill be anthropology, the study o f him self; (lie 
only devil will be ignorance; his faith w ill become ripened 
knowledge, and lie w ill repose implicit confidence in the 
laws o f the world.

Infallible authority o f books or castes, reverence for 
antiquity, miracles, faiths, dogmas, saints, martyrs, po|H*H, 
priests, fear of angry gods, all the trappings that hnvo 
i»ecn received os divine, holy, sacred, w ill perish liefore 
tho keen flame o f knowledge, and no more blight tho 
expanding spirit forever. The old religions with their 
hollow shams shall perish ; but morality, tho growth of 
intelligence, freed from gross and perverting idolatry, will 
achieve a  nobility o f character unknown before.

W hile all preceding religions have developed a priest
hood, superstitions, bigotry, persecutions, arrogance of 
infallibility, and fostered ignorance, selfishness, and servile 
fear o f a terrible, relentless God and his vicegerent«, this 
w ill yield nobility of life, highest ideals o f perfection, 
calm reliance in the presence of omnipotent forces, all- 
embracing charity and philanthropy, an earnest and 
successful ondeavor to actualize the ideal perfect life to 
which man aspires, and which his organization makes 
possible. H udson T uttlb.

T h e  Rev. W .  T . Carter, of Po rt P in e , S .A ., has been 
displaying his ignorance o f Mesmerism in a  lecture de
livered in that town in June last. Some correspondence 
followed in the S.A. Advertiser, but os very little bcojhi 
was given fo r criticism, M r. R . B . Banyer, of Kapundo, 
has published a  reply in pamphlet form .* wherein ho 
cites authorites from Hippocrates to D r. Dods, in demon
stration of the reality o f Mesmeric phenomena, supple
menting these by quotations from  some o f M r. Carter's 
ecclesiastical brethren, w ho have had practical experience 
in this colony, on which to found their belief. Mr. 
Carter is evidently behind the times, and should read up 
on the subject before he essays to talk about it  agnin. 
Professor Gregory’s  work now being republished would 
open his eyes a  little.

That furnd tongue, bad tasting mouth, and miserable feeling 
says you need Hop Bitters. Read and believe.

• Animal Magnetism or Mesmerism ; being a reply to the lecture 
delivered by Rev. W. T. Carter. Scandrett k  Klliott, Kapunea.
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N O W  I N  A U S T R A L I A .

: Hepworth D ixon discovered to the world outside
Massey’s sphere the existence o f the new poet. One day 

| Dixon, caught in a  shower of rain, took shelter in a news- 
I v®ndor’s doorway not a  hundred miles from Gray's Inn  

G e r a l d  M a s s e t  was born among the canal l>oat folk of w *>»le standing there he was attracted by the
England at the w harf near Tring, Herts, in the year ‘ront page of a publication, the title line o f which was 
1828, and his history affords one o f the most unique represented by an arrangement o f bayonets and daggers 
illustrations o f self-help in personal education among Upon that page there appeared a  poem which opened 
living men. Some facts o f his early life were given to :
the world by  D r . Samuel Smiles, the author o f Self-help “  Fling out the re«l banner, it« fiery front under 
so long ago as the year 1851. The doctor at that time was 
lecturing to the working-men o f Leeds. H e  had been 
greatly attracted by some lyrics which appeared in the 
Leader, Thomas Cooper’s  Journal, and the S p irit o f

soy;” andFreedom, signed with the name o f “ Gerald M assey, 
he wrote to the author soliciting a  few  details concerning 
his life, for the purpose o f using them in  one of his lec
tures. This led to the writing of a  sketch in  Eliza 
Cook's Journal, in  which D r. Smiles proclaimed the 
advent of a  young poet, who ’ was a  “  man o f vivid 
genius, full o f the true poetic fire. Bear in mind that 
he is yet bu t a youth ; a t  twenty-three a man can 
scarcely be said to have entered his manhood ; and yet, 
if  we except R obert N ichol, who died at twenty-four, 
we know o f no English poet of his class who has done 
anything to compare w ith him ." “  H o  is a  teacher 
through the heart, who takes after Bum s more than after 
Wordsworth. H e  is bu t a  young man, though he has 
had crowded into his twenty-three years already the life 
of an old man. H o  has won his experience in  the school 
of the poor, and nobly earned his title to speak to them 
as a  man and a  brother, dowered with the hate o f hate, 
the scorn o f scorn, the love o f love.”

A t  eight years of age, Gerald M assey was working in 
a  silk-manufactory, twelve hours a«lay, for wages that 
ranged from 9d. to Is . 6d. per week. Several years of 
his life were spent in  straw-plaiting. L iv ing in a  marshy 
district the boy suffered from  racking attacks o f Ague  
for three years, ending with the Tertian ague. Coming 
home from the plaiting-school, too ill to work, he would 
often lie down and “  have it  o u t "  (i. e. the fit o f shiver
ing), in a  ditch by  the roadside. Sometimes the whole 
family, four in  number, together w ith  the mother, were 
sick at the same time, all crying with thirst, with no one 
to give them drink, and each too weak to help the 
other!

M r. Ruskin once wrote to Gerald Massey “  Y o u r  edu
cation was a  terriblo one, bu t mine was far worse ! The 
one havinghad all that wealth could buy, the other all that 
poverty could bring.” V e ry  few  books and very little 
schooling fell to the lot of Gerald Massey. H e  used at 
one time to regret this, but has ceased to do so now. I t  
looks at times as i f  the more robust and original forms 
of mental consciousness had to be evolved from within 
by pressure from  w ithout!

N o  theory has yet been advanced to the effect that he 
did not write his ow n poems, and yet those who would 
derive men from  books would find it  difficult to account 
for these on their theory. A t  twenty-one years o f age 
he was editing the 8p in t\of Freedom. A t  twenty-two 
he was one o f the secretaries to the "Christian Socialists” 
in  their co-operative and educational movement made 
on behalf of the working-classes, and a  personal friend 
of Charles Kingsley and Professor Maurice.

In  the year 1854 there appeared in the London Athen- 
aum a  long and laudatory review o (  the “ Ballad of 
Babe Christabel,” and other poems. I t  was therein pro
claimed that another national poet had arisen on the 
English horizon— one whose story and position as a 
teacher and a  preacher (not merely as a  singer) invested 
bim with unusual interest.

Come gather gather ye champion« of right ;
And roll round the world with the Toice of God'* thunder, 
The wrongs we’ve t> reckon, oppression* to smite."

The rain ceased, and Dixon went his way with the 
words of “  the Red Republican" ringing through 
his brain. Some time afterward he called at the Athen- 
(turn office, and found among other l>ooks that had been 
recently sent in for review a  volume of “  Poems by Gerald 
Massey.” Turning over the leaves in a cursory manner 
he came upon “  Fling out the.Red Banner!” and paused; 
ho had met with that before. A n d  in  due course the 
review o f Massey’s poems appeared in the Athenceum.

Subsequently Massey joined the staff of the Athenaum, 
and fo r ten years wrote a considerable number o f the 
reviews o f poetry which appeared in that journal; It  
was Gerald Massey who penned the notice o f Jean 
Ingelow’s poems, which made her favourably known to 
the readers o f the Athnueum, and therefore to the reading 
public all over the world.

The London Times described the poet as a  “ young 
man who had fought his way to the temple gate o f fame 
sword in hand." I t  considered these poems “  most re
markable and interesting.” “ M ay  the summer day 1« 
fair," it said, " a s  the spring dawn is bright. The end of 
this thing ought to be better than the beginning."

W alter Savago Landor issued from his retirement, and 
became “ the old man eloquent" in praise of the young 
poet John Ruskin, on a  particular occasion, wrote him 
a  warm  and appreciative letter, saying:

"D ear Mr. Massey,— I rejoice in acknowledging my own 
debt of gratitude to you for many an encouiaging and noble 
thought, and expression of thought, and my conviction that 
your poems in the mass have been a helpful and precious gift 
to the working claw«« (I  use the term in it« widest and highest 
sense) of the country, that few National Service« can be greater 
thau that which you have rendered.

Believe me, gratefully yours,
Jo h n  K u s k ik . "

Am ong those whose friendship he acquired al»out this 
time was the lady who afterwards became so famous as 
“  George Elliot," and the character and career of the 
poet produced such an impression on her mind that, as 
she subsequently acknowledged, she made both of them 
t l4  groundwork o f her picture of “ Felix Holt, the 
Radical.” The two first met in an American publishing 
and boarding-house kept at one time by John Chapmnn 
in the Strand, London.

In  the year 1864 Mr. Massey put forth his theory of 
Shokspeare’s sonnets in a  largo and elaborately written 
volume, the germ of the work having been an article in 
the Quarterly Review, for which he wrote during some 
years under the editorship o f M r. MacPherson. H is  
theory has been adopted in Germany, where the sonnets 
have been translated and arranged by H err Krauss in 
accordance with Mr. Massey’s  rendering o f the drama 
contained in them. Many so-called literary analysts had 
attempted to solve the mystery of the sonnets before ho 
undertook the task, but w ithout success. It was he who  
found the key and let daylight into the dark chambers o f  
Shakspeare’s  complex secret, a  fact which German and 
French critics have not been slow to acknowledge.

Speaking of this work and .its author the Melbourne 
Aye say s :
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The book on 8h«keeD0»ro h u  been Ibo enbject o( a v «T  dell- 
b compliment in ItaJlsn verse by the fn x t  jictor, Sa,vrllnl ; ~

ioth, attracted by th ..............
ir « ,  bo at the sacred

Am a moth, attracted by the light to the ierooring flame, burns 
• "  ured Are of art I, too, sink into theand capirea, bo at the sacred fire of art 1, too, sink into tue flame 

by a fatal yearning. Very different Is thy fate, Massey. The 
inaliiict which epura thee on doca not thwart thcc, thv cortili, 
load will It  buried and trodden down, but the genius abides with 
thv work«.' Such praise 1« not often won by animan who 
nldhtdons hi, firet Otiti o(. labor (or another. It 1«  ennou, that a 
gentleman, who. thirty year, ago, hoped that hla fntnrc I ' '“  some 
h.ppier (ate than that he «hould coar to ,mg becatue the heart 
wu (nil oleares and the dreamer h«d no time to dream, .hould 
eince then have deliberately exchanged politic* and poetry for 
literary antiquarianàm. In matters of t his sort, bowerer a man i  
own genius and instinct are commonly the bet guide*. hat_ the
public of Australia may certainly feel is that a man is not likely 
to bo the worse exponent of Shakespeare and Burn-, Hood 
and Lamb, because he has been a |>oct himself, having belonged 
to the last generation that hail convictions, and was the inend of 
K, I). Maurice and of George Khot,”

A fte r acquiring a  sufficient reputation as an idealist 
and thinker, Mr. Massey has devoted the last twelve 
year* o f his life to the study of the necessary conceptions 
regarding God and nature o f the earliest human lyings 
upon our planet ; and to the tracing therefrom not only 
tho growth o f language, and pictured o r  written thought 
from "gesture language,” typology, and hieroglyphics up 
to tho present modes o f speech and record, but to the 
tracing of all the myths, symbols, and allegories of tho 
most ancient periods up  through the mythologies and 
theologies which have since constituted the great religions 

o f the world.
In  preparing for an immense task o f this kind M r. 

Massey hud to make himself acquainted with Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Hebrew, and other languages. Hence tho 
dovotion of years necessary to the task o f collecting the 
history of human ideas from so many sources, including 
tho revelation^ o f the bone caves, the records o f the stone 
age, tho hieroglyphical inscriptions on the monuments of 
Egypt, and the scriptures of India, Greece, Persia, Egypt 
ami Palestine, the whole of which has resulted in  ex
hibiting with marvellous clearness the important fact 
that the myths and symbols o f tho most primitive races 
have been carried on and converted —  ages after the 
original meaning was lost and forgotten— into the divine 
mysteries o f later mythologies and theologies.

In  a  preface to his “  Hook o f the Beginnings," Mr. 
Massey explains that he once thought that mythology 
originated in the mysteries of abnormal phenomena. 
Twelve years since he set to work to try and reach tho 
root o f the matter. H is  studies were pursued in sick
ness and in health. For the greater part o f that long 
period he has been buried with his book, unheard o f and 
unseen. H is  work is at last finished in four noblo 
volumes. For ten years ho has kopt silent, in order that 
ho might have something new to say.

A  reviewer o f the "N a tu ra l Genesis” in  tho New  
York Tribune, the ablest of all American papers, says :

•' Mr. Maracj has gone further in research than any of hU pre
decessor*. Unhampered by educational bias of any kind, he waa 
enabled to start from a more advanced point than any who pre
ceded l.im, anil as a result he has produced a work which must be 
characterised as the boldest and most uncompromising outcome 
of the evoluì ionary principle, carried out with an intrepid deter
mination to arrive at the truth concerning all the subjects of the 
inquiry. He proceeds upon methods the soundness of which no 
evolutionist, ni léJist, cau question ; and since he presents to his 
render* all thc/t<atimony iq>on which his conclusions rest, it is 
not difficult to check him ns he goes on, nud to ascertain how fnr, 
if nt nil, he is making unwarrantable deductions. In these re
search« it must be conceded thnt the author has sifted tho beat 
authorities : thnt he shows familiarity with a wide range of 
scholarship ; that he has not undertaken to thrust upon the world 
crude theory, by straining, distorting or mutilating the evidence 
used on its lehalL”

•« Mr. Massey’s works include • Voice* of Freedom and Lyrics of 
Ix>vc, 1850 ‘ The Ballad of Bab« Christabel,’ etc., 1854 ; • War 
Walts,’ 186B ; 'Craigcrook Caatle,’ 1800; 'Havelock’s March,’ 
etc.. I860; 'The Secret Grama of Shakespeare’s Sonnets,’ 1864- 
1872 ; • A Tale of Eternity, and Other l ’ocms,’ 1869 ; ' Concerning 
Spiritualism,”  1872; 'A  Book of tho Beginnings," 1884; 'The 
Natural Gonads,' 1889. Ho was at one time ft copious contributor 
to pertodical literature, wrote reviews fur ttio Athenaum during 
ten year* ; also articles for Murray'! Quirterly and the North 
British Quarterly. He has been a contributor to Chamber'! 
Journal, Hugh Miller’s Witnen, the Daily Telegraph, the New 
York Tribu»e, i l l  the Year Hound, G W  Horde, Punch, Cm- 
sell'! Magazine, etc , and U now a lecturer at large, making hla 
way around the world, aa one of those of whom he sing*—

_  i  from land to land.
From rise to set of son ;

We build a  bridge till ocean’s spanned,
And all the world Is one.' "

A  w riter in  the New Y o rk  Graphic justly observe* 
that no man’s w ools during tho present generation havo 
been more widely quoted than Gerald Massey’s. They 
havo become indeed “  household words.” 8ome of his 
sentiments have reached that certain stage o f familiarity 
that many never think to inquire as to their origin or 
authorship. They are  parts of the language. They have 
struck home, not only to the hearts o f the toilers, but to 
those o f all sympathetic and thoughtful people who are 
studying and seeking tho best ways and means to solve 
these intricate social problems, and relieve the world of 
its heaviest burdens.

N o  notice o f Gerald Alossoy’s life would be complete 
without making mention o f his friond the Lady Marina 
Alford, who sought him out for recognition and honour 
some thirty years ago, sho being a  dweller in the same 
county, and a  dear lover o f literature. Readers of his 
collected poems w ill have made the acquaintance of 
"  Lady M arian,” o f whom ho sings :

*' Id her Ancestral Tree’s old smiling shade,
8p«nser and Milton sang, anil Shak»speare played.
1 cannot prophecy immortal fame 
And endless honour for my Lady's name 
Through my poor verso ; but it shall surely give 
All thnt it has, and long ns St may live.”

This lady is the subject o f an opigram, which has tho 
true Elizabethan warmth o f expression:

"  I  do believe thnt Shakespeare hath revealed 
To me that very helf so long concealed.
But, if his soul my soulhath lightened through,
I do believe it was to glance at you—
To find with loving wonder in his looks—
One of his women living out of his Books."

I t  was on the death of this lady’s eldest son, John 
W illiam  Spencer, Earl Brownlow, that M r. Massey 
wrote his “ In  Memoriam,” one o f the finest, if  not tho 
very finest, pieces o f verso ho has yet produced. When 
on a  visit to Ashridgo, M r. Gladstone saw a  copy of this 
poem, which had been privately printed, and ho was so 
struck with it  that he forwarded a  copy o f it  to Her 
Majesty the Queen, who read it and and asked to have a 
copy presented to her by the author.

Air. Massey has come to tho colonies to recruit his 
health in our salubrious clim ate; to observe our people, 
os much as may be in their home-life, very possibly to 
report hereafter on their progress. In  doing this ho will 
lecture where he may be invited, as opportunity may 
serve. A n d  to repeat tho words o f the Sydney E xp ren  : 
" I t  is to be hoped that during his brief stay in ‘Tho 
great gold-land,’ of which ho has sung in  his most inspirit
ing Btyle, he w ill receivo tho warm  and cordial welcomo 
to which he is entitled, not merely ns a  poet, but os one 
of the most brilliant examples o f self-help afforded by 
the modem world o f letters, a  m an whose presenco 
amongst us furnishes a  true compliment to Australian 
taste and progress. Air. Alassey is likewise here to tes
tify, when called upon, to tho reality and importance of 
those abnormal phenomena upon which w e base our 
philosophy o f Spiritualism, he having been for many 
years one of the "c lou d  o f witnesses” and a  faithful 
lighter in the “  forlorn hope "  that has to pave tho way 
fo r an unpopular causo.

A s  early as the year 1852 or 1853 w e find ho was 
lecturing on this subject at those haunts of the-Secular
ists and the Alaterialiats, tho H a ll o f Science and tho 
H all in John Street, Tottenham Court Road, London, 
trying to convince tho audiences there that there was 
more in heaven aud earth than they included in  their 
philosophy. A t  that tirao his ow n wife, who had been 
known as the “  Clairvoyant« Jane," was the medium and 
demonstrator of the facta.

The lost volume of poetry issued b y  Gerald Massey in 
tho year 1869 was called " A  Tale o f Eternity, and other 
Poems.” In  this tlio author unfolds a  personal oxpo- 
rionce o f abnormal phenomena, with which ho assert« 
that ho lived face to face in his ow n  house for many 
yoars.

In  1872 M r. Alassey delivered four public lectures on 
Spiritualism in  St. Georgo's Hall, LanghamPlace, London,
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«M ch « « a  crowded by faahionwblo and influential audi- 
j \ l  that time M r. Massey was in  the habit o i

giving some sixty literary lectures during each winter, 
but in the following year he was only invited to  give s ix ! 
Tho editor o f L i g h t  has said o f these lectures :

•• The usefulness and activity of the yean 1874-5, was clearly 
«mecablc to a courec of lecture* delivered in 1872 by Mr. Gerald 
Maney, at St. George's Hall. Then, as now, there was a spirit of 
Inquiry abroad, and those meetings were very largely attended by 
the general public, and were the means of inducing many to in- 
vntlgnto Hpiritualism. We hope that the new era of activity upon 
which we are seemingly entering will tend to similar useful re- 
sulU.' There are especial reasons known to Spiritualists why so 
fundamental an explorer as Mr. Massey should lie heard at the 
nrmetit time. His first lecture emphasis« the original difference 
between Esoteric Buddhism and Current Bniritualism, in an 
examination of the primitive phyrics which underlie and account 
for so much modern metaphysic that is at present playing tricks 
«rith the ancient symbolism Mr. Massey also propounds the 
theory that what has been labelled the Phallic Religion did not 
l«gin with a worship of the powers of generation, but that the 
imagery found about the world and reaching right back to the 
paleolithic Age, proves the Primitive Man to have been burying 
his dead with the idea of rising again—the natural imagery of 
reproduction in this life being re|>eatc<l symbolically in denoting 
the reproduction for another {  and that the burial customs show 
this idea to have been dominant over death some 20,000 years ago."

And Mr. W . Stain ton Moses, writing in  the same 
periodical says:

"  I nm happy to welcome Mr. Gerald Massey into the lecture 
field. Almost my first experience of Public Spiritualism 
was as a listener to some lecture« of his delivered in St, 
Gedge's Hall. I  did not then know enough of the subjects with 
which the lecturer dealt to appreciate his mastery of them 
as 1 hare since done. But I knew enough of platform oratory 
to feel that Mr. Gerald Massey is eminent among the best 
public speakers, and that he then impressed his audience as few 
could have done. At this juncture it is well that one so capable 
should come forward to deal with subjects which agitate the 
public mind, and which, if not fully ripe for solution, are at any 
rate o|)en to discussion with some prospect of advantage."

Mr. Massey has lectured twice over from one end of 
America to  the other, and both times chiefly on Spiritu
alism. On being interdicted by the Principal and Pro
fessors o f Princeton College, after ho had been engaged 
by tho students, M r. Massey inscribed tho fallow ing 
lines in a College album :

"  You had the power, and you and yours 
Upon me slammed some outer doors ;
But i f  you’ll lo»k you’ll sec. and start 
To find me in the studeut’s heart.
1 he torch of Freedom God hath lit 
Burns upwards for the infinite.
And thro' all hindrauc« it will,
And must, and shall burn upward still.
And all who try to hold the torch 
Inverted, must to ashes scorch !
Whilst all who stay its upward aim,
Shall shrivel like the fly In flame."

W o tako the following from tho S p r in g f ie ld  R e p u b 
lic a n  (Mass.) :

"  Mr. Massey in his yesterday morning discourse stated the 
spiritualistic position, and the following extracts will indicate the 
tenor

’  The spiritualist with a perfect trust In God dares to think 
things out all round, and does not need to wage a futile warfare

Bust any scientific fact. Free thinking is often a doubt, but 
s a faith, with all the spirit-world about him ns witnesses—a 

|»«tUvc, vitalising faith in a living, communicating God.—The 
other world is something to be believed in, so long as it is afar 
off, but to be doubted and rejected if it chance to draw near. 
Many good people appear to think that wo must wait until death 
before wc can get at the spirit-world. We hold that the entrance 
to the spirit-world is in life We are immortal now if ever, and 
must be dwellers in eternity, which is here and now, however we 
close our eyes to it.

The world is not the Devil’s merry go round,
T he angels of the Lord are ever found 
¿Encamped about the soul that looks to Him ;
They are an inner lamp when all is dim 
Without, anil light poor souls through horror* grim :
Even as a myriad sunbeams hour by hour 
Melt to make rich one little summer flower.
Spirit to Spirit hath not far to run,
Because in God all souls are verily one.
Throughout all worlds, there are no walls of space 
Where all eternity is dwelling place.
A ll life, down to the worm beneath the soil,
Hath spiritual relationship to God—
The Life of Life, the Love of all in all,
U rd of the large and infinitely small.
Man hath not fall'n from Heaven, nor been cast 
<>ut from some golden age lived in the past;
*»!• faU is from the possible life before him,

HM fail J, from the crown of life held o’«  him.
With labon infinite ;<mr sdeoc* seeks 
Footing on ioacomribe cloud peak. ;
Yet must the climber, know that there are things 
Only attainable with wings.

" °  **lhw*7 «“ obath ever trod 
By faith or mkinr sight but end. in God.
Yet tls in vain yelook without to find 
The inner secrete of the eternal Mind :
Or meet the King on his eternal throne,
But when ye kneel at heart and feel so lone 
rerohance behind the vdl you get the grip 
And spirit-sign of secret fellowship.
Hilcntly ns the gathering of a tear
The human want will bring the helper near.
The very weak now that is utterrat need
Of God, will draw him down with strength indeed.
Enough to know ye live because he live*.
And love because in love himself he gives.
The gift is ever held sufficient sign 
There is a Giver I and if it be divine.
And like the heaven ye dream ye may not see,
Giver divine and heaven there must be.'"

A *  a lecturer he take* a high rank. Prof. Vincent, of 
America, now in London, says o f him : “ he is a splendid 
lecturer. H e went off like the eighty-one ton pounder.
I  didn’t  agree with his opening remarks, but it was like 
a shell bursting among us, and we had enough to do to 
look out during tho rest o f the lecture.” Mr. Massey’s 
training is that of a public speaker, and ho has been 
heard in some of tho largest halls in the Old World. Ho 
comes, not os a literary curiosity, but as a man with 
something to  say, and a voice and address capablo of 
expressing it  in an audible and agreeable manner.

A  writer in the R a d ic a l R e v ie w , recently quoted in 
these columns, is of opinion that Massey has no humour. 
This- certainly does not apply to  his literary lectures, 
which r e e k  o r  ripple with that lubricating quality 
wherever it may be appropriate to  the subject. O f his 
style as a lecturer, a writer in the Melbourne A rg u e  
says:

“  I t  gives you the meat agreeable impression of his mastery of 
the subjects he is dealing with, and of the originality of his views 
concerning them. His themes present no difficulties to him. 
He docs not worry, or wander round and round them, but g o « 
straight to their very heart. It is as if you commissioned a 
sculptor to execute a statue, and while you were looking at him 
it took shape and beauty without muse or fuss, and without the 
necessity of his going over the work with his chisel after the 
image had l«en blocked out. There it stands complete. II is 
loftier flights arc full of eloquence, and his language is os |>octieal 
as the them« upon which it is employed."

H is  literary lecture* show th a t * « *  which is the crown 
o f accomplishment. That Mr. Massey’s liu-rary efforts 
should be attractive and prove popular go.-* without 
saying: they will charm and instruct wherever they 
are heard. But he is also here as the personal pioneer 
o f his now book, which he looks upon as th e  work o f his 
life. Certain'of Mr. Massey’s lectures are tho rcnult of 
his prolonged and fruitful research!«. The««* were de
livered in Salt Lake city, where they caused n great 
mental commotion. An  editorial summary in the Halt 
Lake city T r ib u n e , on the spirit and purport of these, 
remarks:

•• In view of the peculiarly iconoclastic character of those do- 
livered here it has been thought well to present a brief statement 
of the *|int anil purpose animating them, for general coinpre-

hCA?explained in the four great volum« recently published by 
Mr. Massey. his thevry is, that all the grewt re.igk.ns of the world. 
together with the mythologi« out of which they have been 
evolved, are metaphysical sublimations of the simple symbols and 
type* by which primitive savagery was under the neco-ity of 
eking out iU limited mod« of expression in regard to matter* of 
life, death, and the to them incompreheosib c umverse around 
them : and that thac primitive symbols and ty|K». which in the 
beginning had no religious meaning whatever were, many * g «  
after their original significance was buried in oblivion, theologtied 
into divine revelations and mystcri«, in the preacnccof wh ch 
the multitude have over since shrunk, cowed by fear ..f divine dis
pleasure, much as a brood of young chickeus beneath the torn»!» of

8 i S T  being Mr. Massey’s view of the care, he holds that the 
only way of exploding such false belief, and of d«troying the 
superstitions built thereon, is by explaining them from the root, 
l o  learn what they once meant in their primitive phase, and trace 
their evolution, is to know what they do not and cannot mean for 
us to-day. It is only by this method that we can tear away thia 
mask of Mystery and look Nature fully and square!v in the face, 
whether in regard to the past, present, or future, tor since those 
primitive symbols aud the teachings built thereon I « * « 1 ku‘® 
domain of religious dogma, no one could thenceforth make head
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tail, or vertebra of them. They constituted, as at the proem 
time, an indistinguishable mush of manufactured mystery.

To trace thoe mysteries then * from the roots ’ has been the 
labour of the last twelve years of Mr. Massey’s life. As he says, 
it has taken him twelve years “ to learn bow lowly and limited" 
were the conceptions of the primitive races, from which all our 
religious mysteno were reared. 80 lowly that he had, ns it were, 
to ̂ o '̂down on his hands and kneo to read them.’

From a mass of evidence he holds that Africa, and not Asia, as 
generally supposed, is the birth-place of the human race. He 
finds that the blacks of Africa and Australia—which latter region 
he holds has been |>coplcd from the former continent—' still con
tinue the customs, repeat the rites, and revere the fetish images 
that were the bauble* of human babyhood.' They arc ' preserved 
by those who can give no account of their significance." But 
Egypt, which Mr. Massey deems to be 4 the living consciousness of 
Africa,' continue* to remember what was meant by the practice* 
of its primitive races. The Egyptian Bible, the Book of the 
I>cad, 4 become* a living tongue in the mouth of death itself," by 
which wc can interpret the most ancient meaning of the primitive 
symbols, not only of the Bone Cave* and of other premonumental 
records, but of the religious forms and sacred rite* of the Druids of 
Britain, the Reel Indians of North America, and of all other primi
tive races of the world.

Beginning therefore at the beginning on truo evolutionary

r'inciples, Sir. Massey, aided by the biernglyphical records of 
gypt, which in and of themselves are based on those identical 

symbols, has step t»y step traced these types and symbols of the 
most primitive races from their original use as expressions of their 
crude ideas in regard to natural and celestial objects, until they 
were elevated to the sacred dignity ot the fetishes and myths of 
later ages. And thence on until they were transforme«! into the 
full grown mythologies of far later times. And still later, through 
all their changes and developments until they furnished the 
elements of all the sacred mysteries connected with the triune 
Deities, Messiahs and schemes of salvation of ail the existing 
great religions of the world.

In tracing out the evolution of these religions from these lowly 
beginnings, Mr. Massey has, with a happy intuition, which has 
been described as being little short of inspiration, bit upon a 
number of peculiarly interesting traits. For instance in connec
tion with the now well attested fact, that all the earlier races of 
the world worshipped only a Mother Ood and a Son Ood, while 
no Father Ood was recognized until far later periods, Mr. Massey 
explains, that inasmuch as in the promiscuous savage states of 
society which first existed no recognized distinctive fatherhood 
was possible, the Mother, of necessity, stoo«l for all the human race 
at that time knew of parentage. And, ns they could not, of course, 
conceive of anything as divine of which they had not some type 
or pattern in their daily life, no Father Ood was possible to them 
until a human fatherhood was established. When, ns Mr. Massey 
abundantly proves, these primitive races re-arrange their entire 
systems of deification, they introduce a father dcitv into their 
religious scheme, giving thenceforth only a secondary if anv 
position to the mother.

The vast amount of reading, the knowledge of languages, the 
yeara of patient toilsome research nc:cssaiy for a woik of this 
kind, can be comprehended but by few. Whether Mr. Massey is 
correct in all the conclusions he draws from the results of hit 
investigations or not, certainly no grander or more valuable 
mental efiort of man for man was ever contemplated than that 
which his books and lectures display. Of course, ns he himself 
is foremost in asserting, he has doubtless, made some mistakes. 
A work of such magnitude is not likely to be accomplished with
out them. In matters of detail some facts may have been used to 
prove too much or too little in special coses. But after allowing 
for all, the student of his works will have to admit, that certain 
fundamental principles have been demonstrated. Mr. Massey ha* 
reductxl the religious history of the world at large to a definite 
system of evolution from common natural causes. In doing this 
much he has at least succcodid in iffccting for myth, mylliolo. 
joes and thMlog^ca what/Darwiu has already performed for the 
, ru’i f  i VX'a,? . c "lx’n our Klob<--! “ ,'>l the range of the
domain of rdiglous'tJcasl" n° "  “ CU,d7 ®x,c,,dod thereby to the

M r. Massey 'lias now delivered courses of lectures to 
large and enthusiastic audiences in Sydney and M el
bourne, with marked success. The colonial press most 
cordially endorses the favourable verdict given in Eng
land and America. A s  the Melbourne Telegraph aflirms:

“ Mr. Ma-scy possesses the one chief qualification of a lecturer 
-h o  knows how to maintain the interest of his audhnee”

A  T A L E  O F  E T E R N IT Y .

W e  have received Mr. Gerald Massey's permission to 
publish his last great Spiritualistic Poem, -‘A  Tale of 
Eternity,” and shall commence it in either the November 
o r  December number o f this journal.

M R . G E R A L D  M A S S E Y ’S  L E C T U R E S .

Communications respecting Lectures, terms, and dates 
should be sent as early as possible to the undersigned, 
so that he may map out or arrange M r. Massey’s tour 
through the colonies. A  selected list of Lectures is here 
appended:—

1. Old England's Sea-Kings, how they lived, fought, and died.
2. The Man 8hake*pcarc.
3. The Story of the English Pre-Raphaelite*. A Plea for 

Reality.
4. Charlc* Lamb, the most Unique of English Humourists.
6. Robert Bums.
6. Life, Character, and Genius of Thomas Hood.
7. The Historic Jesus and Mythical Christ.
8. The Fall of Man as an Astronomical Allegory and a Physio

logical Fable.
9. The Devil of Darkness in the Light of Evolution. (A  replv 

to Man Friday’s question, 44 Why does God not Kill the Devil l " )
10. Man in Search of His Soul during SO,000 yeara.
11. Personal Reasons for being a 44 Spiritualist."
12. The Coming Religion.

W .  H . T E R R Y ,  A gen t for Gerald Massey.

84 Russell street, Melbourne.

B O O K S  I N  A N D  O U T  O F  P L A C E .

A fte r having arrived a t  a  certain stage o f maturity, 
we discern that one of the finest qualities w e have de
veloped is the seldom sought-for g ift  of Plasticity; to 
yield ta a  wise love in us, the most universal wisdom and 
interior truth. Books cannot give us- these. They can 
speak about them, and this is very useful ; but they can
not establish these powers in our interior. Books 
become tyrants ; many think that they contain the 
elements they require, and for the external position this 
is very often the case ; hut they cannot give the condi
tions and circumstances, the nursery-bed, in which our 
interior can be awakened and grow. The tyranny of 
man’s thoughts and conceptions is beyond description. 
Their control may be feared. H ow ever elevated the 
thoughts or conceptions o f any book may be, it  presents 
only a  plain, that has to l>e discarded before the next 
can be reached. A nd  to be drinking from one mineral 
water only, our whole being becomes shaped into the 
angular forms of this food ; a  universal growth is impos- 
siblc. Strength in  every department —  the physical, 
intellectual, and interior— is not found in  such person.

A t  this same stage o f maturity it is perceived that it 
is wisest to lay aside l»ooks. The person lias discovered 
that the suitable conditions and circumstances of life can 
alone give food for his growth o f love, wisdom, and per
ception of truth. Books w ill act more disturbingly now. 
The thoughts he reads he has thought ; the conceptions 
he sees in print he has perceived. H e  now appeals to 
his own interior. W h a t  are its deficiencies Î Only by 
degrees and during years o f closest inspection does he 
discard them one after another. Slowly, too, he gains 
the remarkable g ift  to perceive the wisest remedy for 
every such weakness, and the power to place himself 
under the apparently frictionising elements o f social life 
and their hidden invigorating influences. These lie strives 
then to receive. This intellectual man has become new
born. A  kindness surrounds him that attracts every
body ; he wishes to give, and has the power to do so ; he 
can receive now, and what a  pleasure this is ! H e  is 
ready for the next step in  the ladder. This is known to 
him. H e  is conscious even o f its sphere of expression. 
H is  interior senses become so developed that he can conic 
in contact with the interior o f things and man, and to 
such a degree tha t the purely intellectual mind thinks 
him mad. H e  has only a  smile fo r him, cannot contra
dict. This learnt also, he has gained the power of attract
ing the interior affections of men, which places him in a 
position that must be experienced to be understood. And  
now lie has reached a  plain o f development at which the 
sowing can begin ; for. with the powers mentioned others 
have grown which enable him to do so. H is  strides are 
rapid and large. H e  reaches a  state of life in which is 
perceived, whenever necessary, an explanation of every
thing which is wise to know : tho highest degree of 
justice he could perceive on earth. W h a t he has he 
must give ! F ID E A ..



THE H ARBING ER OF LIGHT, OCTOBER 1. 1884 2825

T H E  H I G H E R  B R A N C H  O F  8 C IE N C E ,
OR ,

M A T E R IA L IS M  R E F U T E D  B Y  F A C T S ;
B y  H .  J . B r o w n e .

A paper read at the Hail o f Science, Melbourne. am the evening

C*he lftf* August, 1834. uhieh  was $c r it te n  w ith the in ten tion  o f  
ng read a t  a m eeting o f  the R o y a l S ociety  o f  V ic to r ia , but which 

« a s  declined by the C ouncil o f  tha t con se rra tire  Association.

( Continued from  last issue.)

A s  my object this evening is not to demonstrate, but 
to indicate— not to prove the truth o f the continuity of 
life after physical dissolution, as personal investigation 
can alone do this, but merely to state a few of tho many 
reasons which I  consider justify  me in  calling upon M ate
rialists to investigate spiritual science— I may mention 
that from our reason, i f  unbiassed by prejudice, springs 
an intuitive consciousness o f a  continued existence; in 
proof of which I  rofer to tho almost universal l»elief 
among all peoples, civilised and savage, ancient and 
modem, in a  life to come. Spiritual phenomena, however, 
bring this home to our very senses and prove that the 
physical body o f m an is merely an adumbration, o r  evan
escent shadow o f the indwelling and deathless spirit or 
Ego, thereby confirming the saying o f old, viz., “ that 
which is seen is temporal, but that which is unseen is 
enduring.” Tho impossibility o f man’s  intellectual 
desires and aspirations being satisfied in  this short life of 
“ three score years and ten,” I  maintain, points to con
tinuance of life  beyond the shock o f death. The evi
dence, however, obtainable through spiritual science 
converts into a  living reality that which otherwise would 
be merely hypothetical.

Unfortunately there are many, sensible enough in 
other matters, whose reasoning faculties in anything 
concerning their religious beliefs are impervious to all 
argument, in  consequence o f the popular faith requiring 
the degradation o f reason, and others whose spiritual 
perceptions seem to be completely clouded by a  dense 
materialistic film through which they arc stone-blind to 
all things spiritual and to tho inconsistency and insuf
ficiency of their soulless theories. The former of these, 
whom I  have termed Superstitionists, have prostituted 
their reason to credulity under the specious name of 
faith ; and the latter, whom I have designated Materi
alists, have immolated their reasoning faculties to exces
sive incredulity under the erroneous idea that they have 
bounded all nature’s laws, while the fact is, like tadpoles, 
they cannot see beyond the mud in which they are wal
lowing. Fortunately, the unvcrifiablo lieliefs o f the one 
class, and the falso theories of the other, w ill sooner or 
later have to give w ay  to demonstrable facts. A s  the 
statement that tho popular faith requires the degradation 
of reason may bo called in  question, I  challenge beliovers 
therein to disprove the fact that so long as private jud g 
ment agrees with certain dogmas it is considered by 
them to be a  sacred principle, but as soon as it differs 
therefrom it  is held to be an invention o f a  mythical 
being called Satan.

In  order to illustrate that our conscious self, the Ego, 
is not the physical body, a s  most people falsely assume,
1 need only point out that it is an indisputable, fact that 
by the exercise of the w ill, which may be termed the 
executive of tho mind, wo can cultivate any particular 
faculty, and thus alter, not only the shape o f the brain, 
but also o f its covering, the skull, just as by  the exercise 
of one of our lim bs w e  can cause an increase in the size 
of the muscles o f that limb. A s  has been truly re
marked, “ the brain grow s to the manner of its using." 
This fact, I  hold, is a  clear proof that thought is not, as 
Materialists assert, a  function o f tho brain, proving on 
the contrary that tho brain is merely tho instrument of 
the mind. I t  is in fact tho indwelling mind that builds 
up its ow n scaffolding, the physical body, so that to a 
certain extent it  is true that “  man makes himself,” or 
more properly, evolves himself. That tho character o f a 
man can be judged by tho appearance o f his physical 
body has been demonstrated over and over again by those

f t * “  Phre” olog5'> p *’y*ios noiny> P h j-

Those who have mvratigatod Anatomy and Phy.iolooy 
declare that our physical bodies are completely renovated 
every seven or ten years, and that every part of the brain, 
tho instrument o f thought, as it has been termed, is
changed many times during f i fty ,™ ™  of life ; and yet
tnose who, like myself, have attained to that age can 
look lack  through the«* fifty year, of unbroken con- 
tinuity of consciousnen and know that we are the same 
selves who by means o f a  liody which we put off mon- 
than forty years ago did things which are now as much 
our own acts as the day they were none. Could this la  
the case, I  ask, unless the self, the Ego, the true man is 
something distinct from the constantly changing physical 
body I Consciousness o f identity being preserved by the in
dwelling mind, notwithstanding the repeated changes of 
tho body, we therefore do not depend upon the out want 
husk for the recognition of our identity, which is not 
influenced by the law . that affect physical matter.

Mesmerism and Clairvoyance, as I  have already stated, 
havo demonstrated that the mind o r Ego can, under cer
tain conditions, act independent of the physical senses, 
and through spiritual science it is demonstrated that this
Ego  survives the death o f the animal body of 
conditions only being changed. So that instead of man 
being but a  reflective animal, as our materialistic friends 
assume, he is a  deathless spirit clothed, when on the 
physical plane o f existence, with an animal body suitable 
for his environments, and that just os a moth or butterfly 
requires to go through the chrysalistic stage in order to 
develop, so do we require to pass through the earthly 
stage of life for the purpose o f developing our spiritual 
organism, and our individual consciousness.

I t  is mind, I  maintain, that forms the individuality 
which remains unchanged in point of identity from tin* 
cradle to the grave. I t  is mind that gives the liody its 
instinctive carriage, the frame its characteristic height 
and build, tho voice its peculiar tone, and the brain its 
special faculties. I t  is in fact mind that is the real 
moving force and that co-ordinates the arrangements of 
matter throughout the infinite universe. A s  has been 
truly remarked, “  man ns the microseosin represents the 
nmcroscosm; ” lie is the crown o f physical evolution 
through spirit energy, for man alone possesses moral con
sciousness. W hat are termed natural force* arc essen
tially spiritual, fo r all things are formed, energised, and 
vi tnliscd by spirit. I t  is spirit that mould* the lovely 
fo'rms o f the violet, the rose, and tho lily, and which 
d stils their fragrant aromas. I t  is spirit that is the real 
substance— the essential and enduring principle. That 
which the Materialist views as indisputably real and 
objective is that which is phenomenal and evanescent 
Grass matter being only a  mode of spiritual presentation 
is bu t the passing shallow, while spirit is tho living and 
enduring principle.

That there is something beyond more physical existence 
is also indicated by Phrenology, through the study of 
which we learn that wo possess no faculty without its 
proper s J e r e  of action, without a  need for its existence, 
and without an actual demand that it shall lie exercised. 
The presence o f a  faculty, indeed, implies a  need for it* 
field o f action ; consequently, as the eye denotes light 
and the ear sound, so do the moral and  religious faculties 
in man imply something beyond mere animal life and 
consciousness*.

These faculties, consisting of conscientiousness, vener
ation, hope, benevolenoe, spirituality, and the higher 
action o f ideality and sublimity, have lieen well termed 
“  the skylight* o f tho soul." They are the connecting 
links between mind and matter, between God and man.

Spiritual want* demand supply n* much as do physical 
wants • and as there exist the means o f satisfying the 
latter we may with confidence rest assured that there 
exist ’the means o f satisfying the former even if  we had 
not, through spiritual science, tho demonstration that 
this is the case. A s  below man is the animal kingdom, 
so above him is the spirit-world. Experience indicates 
that all things are progressive, we cannot, therefor.*, 
consistently assume that nature develops man but to 
destroy him ere his spiritual wants are satisfied; and tho
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almost universal belief in, and desire for, a  continuance 
o f life, had  us to conclude that such belief and desire 
will be fulfilled, seeing that for all other desires there are 
means o f fulfilment On what rational grounds can the 
Materialist maintain that nature has implanted this, the 
highest, noblest, and purest desire in the human soul but 
to mock itan d  disappoint it  T O h  no ! I t  is not all life, 

'• To fight ami flj an«l slave,
And then (ere long) stouc-d«*! to lie."

Colonel Ingcrsoll, one o f the leading Agnostic advo
cates of the day, says he hopes there is a  life beyond the

Cvc, though he cannot declare that his hopes are well 
tided. A lder, another upholder of the speculative 

materialistic philosophy, admits that he knows not how 
to givo consolation to the boreavird in the hour of their 
bitter sorrow. I f  these men would only condescend to 
investigate spiritual science, they would gain that know
ledge which transforms hope into certainty, and thereby 
truly robs death o f its sting and the grave o f its 
victory.

W e  possess both animal and spiritual organs, indicative 
o f the two stages o f existence, the one a  life o f struggle 
and death, the other the real life, is.-causc it is enduring. 
O ur spiritual organs acting through the organic nerves 
are over weaving structures out of the unformed material 
of the blood. Through the lungs, skin, liver, bowels and 
kidneys, we are constantly throwing off, unconsciously, 
particles of which our physical Ixxlies are composed, and 
are os constantly taking on other particles in  their place 
so long as our animal and spiritual organisms are con
nected ; when once they are severed, this ceases and 
dissolution of the physical body ensues; its spiritual 
counterpart, however, endures, living vivified by a  death
less spark o f the eternal and infinite Spirit, the Source 
o f nil energy, life, and intelligence, the eternal Cause of 
Causation, Unity us comprehending all tilings, and M ul
tiform as being in all things, far exceeding man’s finito 
conceptions and his highest ideality, because infinite and 
incomprehensible. A s  the poet has truly written :

"  Oh. no* through seemly form» or creeds.
By man with skilful thought designed ;

To me He comes, ihcpiimal (¡ml.
The Sov’reign Force, (he central Miml.

The tidal puUeof Nature's head,
He buds and blooms in suniiner hours ;

He conus in Autumn's flush and fruit,
In Winter’s crown of Imnr.v llowcis.

He floods the morn with orient tides ;
His golden glory noon unbars ;

In sunsets flaming ear He glides :
He wheels through night in |>om|i of stare,

A I’owcr to will, to plan, to guide ;
lie works throughout the world to-day.

To animate, inspire, provide.*'
In  studying Natu re w e  observe combination, selection, 

growth, evolution, purpose, etc.; in fnct, that there is n 
method in nil her laws, and method, I  hold, implies intel
ligence, tuid intelligence implies mind, heenuse without 
intelligence there could be no method. Tito regularity 
o f the motion o f the innumerable orbs o f the great solar 
system, as is proved by  the cxagitu ilo with which astro
nomers can prognosticate eclipses, is evidence o f the 
existence o f method and.hiiiiiliilntcs the materialistic 
doctrine o f blind cliniictyiliicli implies irregularity and 
confusion. A  bclieveivui evolution cannot consistently 
say he docs not lielievd-1n a  directing Intelligence, for if 
natural selection results in the "survival o f the fittest,’1 
it  is self-evident that mtelligenco is manifested in the 
selection, and that intelligence must have a  Source, unless 
the old latin adage E x  nihilo n ih il Jil is false.

Some o f the leading scientific Agnostics of the day 
candidly admit that the derivation of consciousness from 
atomic vibrations is unthinkable. V itality is not the 
result of organism as Materialists assert, neither arc life, 
consciousness, and intelligence the outcome o f a  for’ 
tuitous combination o f atoms, nor the consequence of 
chemical affinity, for chemical action docs not affix* the 
panicles o f which the physical hotly is composed until 
vitality departs, when instead of building the body up 
it  disintegrates it  and resolves its particles into their 
original elements. The necessarian doctrine which would 
liiako virtue a  baseless fiction is disproved by the fnct 
that every man’s w ill determine, to a  certain extent the 
course o f his life.

I f ,  as the Materialist asserts, consciousness, intelligence, 
and all other potencies o f life, are but the chance or 
unintentional results o f atomic forces, then man’s moral 
freedom and responsibility must be pure fictions of the 
brain. M r. Herbert Spencer, notwitlistanding his 
agnostic leaning, candidly acknowledges, in the January 
number o f the Nineteenth Century, that the searcher 
after truth, in contemplating the universe, w ill find that 
«  amid the mysteries which become the more mysterious 
the more they are sought about, there w ill remain the one 
absolute certainty that he is ever in  presence of an 
Infinite and Eternal Energy, from  which all things pro
ceed.”

A n  Intelligent Sourco, I  hold, is a  logical necessity,, 
call it Eternal Energy, N atu ral Force, Infinite Spirit, 
God, or what you pleaso. A  fact is not affected hy the , 
name given to it, ju s t  os a  rose smells as sweet called by 
any other name.

The denial by  Materialists o f the existence of a 
Supreme Pow er and o f man’s continuity o f life, is the 
natural outcome of the false, irrational, and debasing 
conceptions popularly taught and entertained regarding 
them. The facts made known through the discoveries 
of science are antagonistic to an anthropomorphic Deity, 
with ah only-begotten son or an only-begotten daughter, 
but all true scientists must admit an unseen Intelligence 
underlying a ll law. Doubtless, in some instances, such 
os in the case o f earthquakes, tornados, epidemics, etc., 
the laws o f nature, viewed from a  temporal standpoint, 
seem defective; but these instances are, I  claim, the 
exception, not the rule. I  hold that the general order of 
nature and the harmony o f her laws point to the exist
ence o f a  universal though unseen Intelligence, and that 
the finite intelligence manifested in man must, like every
thing else, have a  sourco.

That there is a  force manifesting intelligence under
lying all phenomena every honest observer of nature 
must, as I  have remarked, acknowledge, fo r in  all objects 
o f which we are cognisant certain properties and quali
ties arc manifested which determine their modes of 
action, and all bodies in nature reciprocally act on each 
other by virtue o f these properties and qualities, thereby 
proving an ever-present Intelligence in  all things. This 
Intelligence being manifest in the operation o f nil the 
laws of the universe there can be no such thing ns super- 
naturalism ; and through spiritual science we learn that 
although spiritual laws differ from physical laws, the 
former are as fixed and inviolable as the latter, and that 
all phenomena in the spiritual realms as well as here are 
the result o f the operation o f this one ever-present 
though invisible Intelligence, call it  nature, God, the 
Infinite, the Cause of the play o f the forces o f nature, 
or anything else, it  matters not. I  hold that every atom 
that exists is an infinitesimal part o f the Infinite, for as 
the poet Pope states:

“  All arc parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body Nature is and God the soul." 

Theologians, by  investing the Infinite with  the semblance 
and properties o f man, make their God responsible for all 
the cruelties witnessed in nature, which in  accordance 
with the eternal law  of progression is ever striving for 
good. A nd  in  her aims at Universalism it  appears that 
conflict and pain are the inevitable accompaniments of 
development. W h y  this is the case I  cannot say, not 
being able to account for all the manifestations, unfold
ings, and intricacies o f Infinity. I  believe that even a  
tapeworm has its use in the economy o f nature, although 
its utility has not yet been discovered by  man.

I  am aware that the existence o f  God is undemon- 
st ruble, and that man cannot solve the problem o f in
fin ity -fash ion  the Infinite through words, or measure 
the Eternal Source of all things by  figures— lie can only 
state his conceptions o f God fo r the consideration of 
othors. The Atheist’s assertion that matter is all, is, 
however, contrary to fact, for as man, the highest develop
ment of physical matter, possesses life, consciousness, 
and intelligence, and as all that is in him is derived from 
the universe there must consequently be in tho universe 
not only matter, but life, consciousness, and intelligence.

jdead  universe is an absurdity* fo r even Materialist* 
admit that energy and law are everywhere manifest. A
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common saying with M aterialist* is that a  finite cannot 
coexist with an Infinite ; they might ju s t  as reasonably 
uMert that a  part cannot co-exist with the whole. And  
it has been urged that if  intelligence and goodness indi
cate a  source, on the same principle ignorance and evil 
must also indicate a  source ; but this is fallacious, be
cause the former, like light which has a  source, are abso
lute, while the latter, like darkness, which is merely the 
absence of light, are relative, fo r os soon os the sun’s 
rays arc admitted, darkness is dissipated. In  like manner, 
knowledge dispels ignorance, and goodness vice. Materi
alists also assert that they see no room for God in the 
universe, and that there is no such thing as soul o r  spirit, 
»■•cause they cannot see i t ; yet they admit the existence 
of mind in  man, although it  is equally invisible. It  
would be quite as reasonable fo r a  man who never saw  
either of his grandfathers to declare that therefore he 
novor had one, as it  is fo r those who have not investi
gated the subject to deny the existence o f spirit. A s  
tho finite mind o f man is manifested through his actions, 
so, I  maintain, is the Infinite M ind of the Universe 
manifested in  the wonderful phenomena o f nature.

“  Creation’s wondrous works and laws
. Denote God’s presence there:
^  The Infinite, th’ Eternal Cause,

Revealing everywhere 
A wondrous chain through nature runs 

Which shows one grand design,
Through mind and matter, worlds and suns, 

Proclaiming power divine."
To deny or even to ignore tho existcnco of God, merely 

because as finite beings w e  cannot comprehend the 
Infinite, and are only able to apprehend a  part, is self- 
evidently absurd ; the writer, of old was, therefore, in  
my opinion, justified in  declaring those to be foolish who 
said there was no God.

Notwithstanding all the boasted knowledge o f M ate 
rialistic scientists, not one o f  them has yet been able 
even to define what m atter is I  challenge one and all 
of them to refute this statement. Y e t  they have the auda
city to assert that force is but an attribute of matter ; 
they studiously omit, however, to inform us whence the 
intelligence manifest in  force is derived. They admit 
that there is no such thing as inert matter and that it  is 
only by the force that is in matter that we are able to 
recognise it, bnt they fail to acknowledge that without 
intelligence wo could not be aware of these facts, and 
that as out o f nothing comoth nothing, so this intel
ligence must have a  source.

Materialists also say that tho physical brain o f man 
secrete* thought, they m ight quite ns reasonably assert 
that the telegraph w ire secretes intelligence. A n d  in  
their assertions that m an is but a  product of- matter, and 
that the faculties o f  the soul are only a  secretion o f the 
brain as the urine is that o f the kidneys, they might as 
rationally argue that reflection, remorse, sympathy, bene
volence, do», arc but the results o f atomic force, or molec
ular motion. I  hold that it  is os impossible to evolve 
mind out of matter as it  is for mind to create matter out 
of' nothing, or to annihilate m atter; and the very fact 
that the Iwisis o f Materialism is claimed to bo valid on 
the veracity o f consciousness, concedes what spiritual 
scientists contend for, viz., that tho physical sciences 
are inadequate to account for all the phenomena in 
nature, and that there are more things in heaven and 
earth than are dreamt of in  the Materialist’s philosophy, 
notably the mainspring that energises and vitalises the 
whole.

Professor Balfour Stewart, in the July  number of the 
Contemporary Review, acknowledges that the objections 
which present themselves to the Materialist’s  physical 
theory of the universe are numerous and forcible, while 
ho at tho same time admits that tho spiritual hypothesis 
is wholly free from  them. Referring to apparitions and 
tho weight of evidence in their favour Professor Stewart 
w rite«: “ W o  cannot decline to discuss thorn ns possi
bilities. In  any case they are easily explicable under the 
Spiritual hypothesis, while they can hardly be explained 
|*y any other." The value o f a  theory o r an hypothesis,
Jt should be borne in mind, depends entirely upon how 
far it account* fo r the phenomenon which it  is intended 
to explain.

W  h. e phy.,0.1 k k m c  has given to the world .  know- 
ledge o f many of tho forces, and their operations found 
and expressed in nature, the fact that thus,, forces and 
thoir operations indicate an Intelligence beyond tho com- 
prehension of man, appears to be in a  process of elimina
tion from tho thoughts o f tho majority of the scientific 
men of the day.

Y e t thev shrink from maintaining that the course of 
history and all that are called human affair* are due to 
purely molecular agency, and that we are what we are, 
•od  do what we do, as the atoms form and guide us, 
thereby indicating that secretly they suspect that there 
“  something beyond the philosophy which they uphold ; 
and were they candid enough they would acknowledge 
that their soulless philosophy, at times, fail, to satisfy 
the longings and aspirations of their higher nature. I 
maintain that the consciousness that the human mind is 
capable of conceiving ideas and thought* transcending 
the power of expression, testifies to it* owing existence 
to a  Power higher and Ixsyond itself ; and I  hold that the 
high moral character of many Materialists gives the lie 
direct to thoir creed, for if, as they profess to believe, 
this life ends all, then undoubtedly the Epicurean philo
sophy would be the only consistent one for them to adopt,

•• T i. often well that people’,  crtnli 
Are OQotrafiicted by thdr deeds"

This Materialism or Agnosticism, so prevalent among 
scientist*, can only be met by a  scientific demonstration 
of spiritual facts. Thus only can men o f science S4*e 
for themselves that spiritual laws, though occult, are 
natural laws, and can, therefore, like physical Inws, bo 
scientifically investigated, A ll  other means have failed, 
and will continue to fail, because they are powerless to 
stem tho surging tide of skepticism. The difficulty is to 
get these scientific Agnostics to investigate the subject. 
I f  they would only condescend to do so they would 
find that “ there is a  superstition of negation oh well as 
o f affirmation—o f  incredulity as well a* of credulity 
also, that grand and extensive as is the field o f physical 
research, a vaster and more inexhaustible field in spiritual 
science lies before them, opening up an immense array 
of priceless treasures, out o f which they can evolve, for 
th e guidance o f all unprejudiced minds in the present 
and o f succeeding generations, a  system of philosophy 
the foundation of which will rest on ground no less 
secure than that on which tho exact sciences arc l*sod, 
viz., tho invincible demonstration of fact and tho impreg
nable rock of truth. A s  has been truly remarked, 
"Spiritualism is a complete induction, as it harmonises 
with every fact in the universe.”

Agnostics would also find that through spiritual 
science not only is the dual character o f the universe 
proved, hut also through it the relations of the physical 
and spiritual worlds are explained ; that it supplies a 
better idea of nature, and offers a  more rational theory 
o f tho origin and destiny o f man than all else can give, 
for it explains the great law of spirit unfoldment and 
progression; and it affords a  much ncixlcd antidote to 
the unscientific twejudiccs o f many o f our physicist* a* 
well as to tho ffiildish superstitions still cherished by 
theologians, who seem not to understand that faith in 
present living fact* is totally different to faith in ancient 
fictions; tho ono being rational, while the other is 
irrational.

Materialism, os I  have remarked, is the natural n *c- 
tion against the falsitfcs and absurdities o f popular 
opinion regarding God and man’s destiny, l«u -d  on the 
barbarous and foolish conceptions o f ignorant and super
stitious times. These falsities and abeunlituw are, I 
maintain, a  standing disgrace to the age we live in. 1 he 
Materialist’s philosophy, on the other hand, may be very 
good so fur as it goes, but it is, as I  have observed, soul
less. I t  is like tho black cook’s soup, which ho declared 
to be very good pea-soup, only he forgot to put the peas 
into it. A  chain is said to be no stronger than it* 
weakest link, and this is the weak point of M aten a lun , 
instead of being a  very present help in tune of need, it 
but mocks those who have trusted m  It when the 
strain comes. I t  is an indisputable fact that when death 
removes our friends from us. Materialism, like popular 
theology, is found to be wanting, for it fails to satisfy the
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longings of the human soul to know what has become of 
the mind o r  individuality that once vivified the lifeless 
body o f him or hor we loved so dearly. Negation can 
never satisfy a  vital human want.

I f  scientific Agnostics would only devote one-tenth 
part of the time they now give to, say, the microscopic 
examination of organic cells, to the investigation of 
spiritual phenomena, they could not* if  honest, resist the 
overwhelming evidence obtainable in favour o f the abso
lute reality o f the manifestations, which only the spiritual 
hypothesis is capable o f explaining. The true scientist, 
the man who investigates a  subject before he presumes 
to express an opinion thereon, and who refuses to stul
tify his reason in obedionco to his prejudices, does not, 
os does the pseudo scientist, speak in the name o f science 
when dealing with facts beyond his ken and fatal to his 
v iew s ; ho more modestly confines his statements to the 
phenomena that have come within his reach, and to facts 
that have come under his> observation, consequently, are 
within his knowledge?.

The true scientific inqufrer divests himself o f all

e ico, and excludes no subject from his investigations, 
er opposed it may be to his present opinions or 

cherished theories. To ignore or ridicule without exami
nation that which has been attested by  numbers o f unim
peachable witnesses, because it does not accord with 
one's views, is both illogical and one-sided. T o  the true 
scientist tin? conclusions o f to-day arc but the stepping- 
stones on which to rise to higher, nobler, and more cor
rect views on the morrow. Those scientists who stub- 
l»ornly persist in ignoring spiritual phenomena should 
l>ear in mind that the Greek sages were considered wise 
until succeeding generations found out they were fools in 
regard to many things which they thought they under
stood. A s  the Astronomer, Flamnmrian, declares : “ The 
sciences of observation admit nothing a p r io r i ;  but 
observed facts ought to be received into the domain—  
over enlarging— o f human knowledges, even although the 
present state of these knowledges renders us unable to 
give an explanation o f them.” To the truly scientific 
inquirer a  single fact established by disinterested evidence 
is more effective than all tho authority or logic in the 
world.

Although the honourable recognition which those who, 
in the face of popular opinion to the contrary, declare in 
favour o f spiritual science merit, is denied them now, it 
will certainly be accorded them by the verdict of a  pos
terity from whom the prejudices that now blind shall 
have passed away into the dim distance o f the past. 
This Statement, as well as many others that I have made, 
will, doubtless, not meet with the approval o f those of 
you whom I  term conservative scientists, but as a  writer 
o f old declared: “  T o  mo it  is a  very small thing that I 
am judged of you o r  of man’s judgm ent," so long as my 
object is accomplished, which is to call attention to the 
untenability o f the Materialistic theory, and expose the 
intolerance and bigotry still shown by  so many men of 
science to that \vluch, sooner or later, will dispel every 
form of falsehood, however plausible and fashionable it 
may be, and xvliich will shed more light on the mysteries 
of nature than has yet been done by all the discoveries 
o f the p .W

A s  Ik?fore the microscope was invented mankind wero 
surrounded by a  world undreamt of, so to-day are most 
men, through prejudice, surrounded by a  world they 
know nothing al>out, but into which, sooner or later, they 
will all have to enter. Boforo many years have passed, 
such manifestations will take place in public that scien
tists and others will no longer be able to ignore the truth 
and reality of spiritual phenomena and spiritual existence 

“ Oh no ; it is no flattering lure,
No fancy weak or fond,

When hope would bid us rest secure 
In better life beyond.*’

T o  class spiritual science with ancient superstitions, as 
is very frequently done, is the height of folly, for while 
the latter were inaugurated in ignorant and credulous 
times, when astrology occupied the place o f astronomy, 
alchemy of chemistry, and fiction of facts, the former 
lias hod to force its way against an opposing tido of 
skepticism in  an age o f practical observation and indue

tive reasoning, when w e have made steam our servan t-of- 
all-work, light our portrait-painter, and electricity our 
lamplighter and postman. That spiritual phenomena 
occur is a  matter of fact and not a  question for argument, 
as any one can satisfy himself o f their reality who will 
take tho trouble to investigate. Tho  evidence that 
spiritual manifestations take place is, therefore, of tho 
most conclusive character, resting as it does on occular 
and tangible demonstration and actual personal 
experience, and not simply upon the opinions of 
others, as do many of tho accepted theories of physical 
science. The diverse method o f these manifestations, as 
attested by  numerous witnesses in different parts o f the 
glolie, between whom there could not possibly be collu
sion, is in itself an irrefutable argum ent in  favour of 
their occurrence.

A n d  tho evasion o f inquiry into spiritual realities is,
I  hold, evidence o f moral cowardice on the part of non
investigators. A  man devoid o f spiritual aspirations, 
however highly he may have cultivated his intellectual 
faculties, is only one remove from tho non-reflective 
animals. T o  those,-who clamour for the production of 
spiritual manifestations to order, I  may remark they are 
not to be commanded at will, and aro subject to very 
subtle conditions, which are still very imperfectly under
stood.

Modern Spiritualism affords phenomenal proof of the 
presence and activity of disembodied human minds; 
it  appeals to reason, and is founded on the facts 
of direct demonstration ; it, therefore, has a  scientific 
basis, and it  supplies scientific evidence o f a  life after 
death. I t  demonstrates that matter is but a  mode 
of expression by  spirit; that spirit is the energising, 
vivifying, and intelligent principle in  tho physical and 
spiritual realms o f the universe; that magnetism is the 
connecting link between the tw o ; that individuality, 
memory, and love are undying; that ignorance mid. 
selfishness arc hell, and true wisdom heaven ; that what 
is called death is but a  change o f condition from a  lower 
to a  higher stage o f existence ; that N atu re embraces not 
only things physical, but also things spiritual; and that 
the physical sciences constitute but the lower half of 
science. I t  proves that continuity o f life is not a super
natural but a  natural fact that can be scientifically 
demonstrated when the necessary conditions are complied 
w ith ; and that intercommunion between those in 
spiritual and those in the physical states o f existence is 
not only probable bu t possible, fo r it actually takes place, 
so that the spiritual world is a  bourne from whence tho 
traveller can return, if  he so chooses, and call demon
strate his presence if  the opportunity is afforded him 
and lie possesses the knowledge requisite to do so. I 
hold that when the conditions for spiritual manifestations 
are better understood, and the prevailing prejudice has 
passed away, spirit communion w ill as certainly be de
monstrated to all as is telegraphic communication between 
distant countries now, which our ancestors would have 
thought an utter impossibility, much in the same way as 
non-investigators still think regarding spirit intercourse.
I  further hold that notwithstanding the immense amount 
o f nonsense, error, imposture, and fraud that have been 
mixed up  with the M odern Spiritualistic movement, there 
still remains a  large residuum o f indisputable fact and an 
amount of testimony regarding the phenomena suffi
ciently great to induce every free-minded student of 
nature to lay aside his prejudices and preconceived 
theories,, and apply himself fearlessly, patiently, and 
intelligently to an investigation o f this the higher branch 
of science, which exalts, uplifts, and strengthens the 
divinest affections o f humanity.

“ One ray, at last, of piercing light,
Has pierced the darkness of our mental night."

Those who have investigated Spiritualism can truth
fully say tcc knbic, as a  result of personal observation 
and o f practical demonstration, that man survives the 
shock o f death ; that lie lives an intelligent entity beyond 
the g rav e ; that his spiritual organism is perfectly 
adapted to his new condition ; that no matter what his 
stato may be— good, lxad, o r  indifferent— every one is 
moving forward, onward, and upward, progress being the 
unalienable heritage of all, and that under certain con-
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ditions he can and doc« return, and when the oportunity 
I afforded him ho holds communion with those who are 
in affinity with him. Physical matter is thereby proved 
u, be not essential to life, consciousness, and intelligence, 
which are developments from antecedent life, conscious 
nf0g, and intelligence, just as man’s physical organism is 
a development from antecedent matter. And  I  hold 
that as man’s physical body indicates the material source 
from which i t  is derived, so does man’s intelligence indi
cate the intelligent Source from which it emanates ; and 
further, that as all that man possesses is derived from 
the universe, i t  is impossible to  account for the finite 
existence in man of life, consciousness, and intelligence, 
without the existence o f an infinite Source o f these in 
nature from which to  be derived ; and I  challenge the 
world to disprove this.

I  shall conclude w ith a few  lines o f a poem entitled 
“  Matter and Spirit," received inspirationally by Mrs. E.
L. Watson:—

“  The heart of Nature is not cold,
Bat throbs with lore's electric fire

That shapes the soft material mould 
To meet the spirit's swift desire.

She spreads her shadow-wings at night,
And men wi'h awe the act bcholu ;

When lo I her oountless spheres of light 
Sift down their beams of starry gold.

She plica the heavens high with storm ;
We question her with kite and key.

And lightning-couriers straightway swarm 
To bear our thoughts o'er land and sea.

What we call matter is not free.
T is subject to the law of mind—

The garment of infinity,
Or God and Nature e’er combined.

And every need of human life 
Is but the will of God expressed ;

And all the realms of space arc rife 
With thoughts of God in matter dressed."

T H E  M A T E R IA L IS T IC  S I D E  O F  T H E  Q U E S T IO N .
(Continued.)

The speaker then dealt with the Theistic portion of 
Mr. Browne’s lecture. H erbert Spencer had been quoted, 
that there was an infinite, eternal, creative energy lying 
]* ’hind all phenomena. H e  thought Spencer was wrong. 
I f  there were an infinite spirit filling infinite space, there 
would 1 « no room for anything else. You  could not get 
away from anthro|w>rnorphic ideas o f God if you were to 
have a  God at all. Y o u  were obliged to think o f him os 
thinking, hoping or respecting, planning, and the rest of 
it, just as w e  do ourselves. M r. Browne had said that all 
the phenomena o l nature showed intelligence, but there 
wore certain things that showed anything but that. 
W ho made idiots, insane people, and all the pain, evil, 
and misery in  tho world ? I t  was not true that the world 
was made by an intelligent God. W ith  regard to tho 
design argument, how could there Imi a  design in that 
which was eternal; how could there bo a  designer before 
an eternal scheme ? H e  saw  no order in  the universe 
but what arose out o f absolute necessity, which could 
not be altered, nor reversed, nor directed into any other 
channel

W ith  regard to not being able to define matter, he was 
prepared to admit that, because an absolute definition 
wuh impossible, but they could go quite far enough. 
Matter was that which constitutes everything that wo 
know. M r. Brow ne could not define spirit, either.

Mr. Browne had said that if they were candid they 
w ould confess that they were not satisfied. The question 
was not whether they would get all they desired, but all 
that they could rationally expect H e fancied they did, 
and after that they ought to be satisfied.

Spiritualism had been absolutely useless, although ho 
would admit ungrudgingly that it had done good in the 
direction of breaking up the popular theology. B u t if 
Spiritualism was so great a  tiling, let us have some 
practical results therefrom. I f  spirits could manufacture 
fabrics at circles, w hy did they not clothe the naked 
people in  the world? They had been said to bring 
bouquets of flowers, bu t ho had nover heard o f their 
carrying bread to tho hungry. I t  was said they could 

up  a human body and carry it  through tho air. 
«h ips ran together in m id ocean, and poor wretches are

drowned ; where aere the spirits then ? H e asked these 
questions seriously. H e gave Spiritualist* credit for 
honesty, but he thought they were utterly mistaken.

Owing to lack of tíme Mr. Browne’,  rejoinder to Mr 
Byrnes remark, was necessarily of a brief and imperfect 
character. H e  had expected M r Sym«s to hare viewed 
the matter from the scientific standpoint, instead mg of 
ridiculing. H e exclaimed that nothing he had stated had 
been met. H e had been told he had no facta. Spiritual 
Science was an extensive subject, and he could not 
go into all ita phases. I t  was subject to conditions 
and unless these were conformed to you could not get the 
facta. H e  would be very happy to furnish fact* if  an 
opportunity were afforded him. W ith  regard to Material 
um  being refuted, he meant refuted as containing all that 
is necessary, and he did not think Mr. By mea had showed 
that Materialism covered all the phenomena of nature. 
Spirit was attenuated matter, but it was enduring while 
the other matter though indestructible is continually 
changing. W ith  regard to the reading of the lank-note, 
he had seen phenomena o f that kind in his own home, but 
he could not come there and do i t  There might I«* 
jugglery sometimes with public mediums, but not in one's 
own family. H e  had seen the phenomenon of levitation, 
and ridicule would not alter tho fact. Scientists hod at 
one timo ridiculed the idea of meteorites. It was true 
that Spiritualism was as old as the human race, but in 
its new  form it had come in an age o f scepticism, and he 
did not know one of his friends who were Spiritualist* 
who had not been as  much opposed to it as Mr. Sym«*, 
and been convinced against their will. W ith  regard to 
imposture, that existed in everything. Spiritualism wo* 
said to be for the purpose of money making, but he hud, 
known noble coses of men devoting their lives to it with
out any money, and of others who had *|<cnt a  great deal 
in disseminating their views and directing people's atten
tion to the subject H e  maintained that the spiritual 
world was a  sul«tantial world. A s  to thought resiling 
accounting for Spiritualism ; would it account for two «.f 
his children writing before they knew their alphaliet l 
W ou ld  it account for foreign writing being received 
through a  medium which could not I hi translated here, 
but was translated at home at tho British Museumf H e  
admitted the existence of God was not demonstrable, 
H e did not believe on an Artificer, but in an eternal 
cause, working in  And through all things. H e defined 
spirit as the eternal energising principle in matter. Mr. 
Symes contended that matter constituted everything we 
were cognisant of, but he (M r. Browne) asserted that it 
did not constitute intelligence. W ith  regard to continuity 
o f consciousness, ho still maintained that he was the same 
person now that he was 50 years ago, although according 
to the physiologists he had hail a  number of different 
bodies since that time. The continuity was relative, and 
sleep only broke it as far as memory was concern«!. 
Change of opinion did not constitute change o f conscious
ness. Although spirit when on the mundane stage of 
existence was subject to material laws, still it was superior 
to matter. M r. Symes had said that Spiritualism was of 
no u s t  H e  could only say that it had been of use to 
him j f s t  where Materialism broke down, and that wa* in 
affording hope and consolation in lwreavement.

T H E  L Y C E U M .
T he  Lyceum is progressing favourably in the new Hall. 
The “ Denton" Museum, initiated by Mr. Haviland, ha» 
received several valuable contributions during the past 
month, including an O ir ía n  figure from a  buried city 
near Cairo, a  coin o f Ptolemy ! . ,  an Indian deity in 
brass, and numerous mineralógica! specimens. e shall 
be glad to recoivo contributions to the Museum from our 
country subscribers. Melbourne friends are advised that 
a  Grand Ball w ill be held at the Manchester Unity Hall, 
on the 20th instant, in aid of the general funds of tho 

Lyceum.

T h e  Otaqo D o iU  Time, of August 23rd containa a  
letter from M r. J. 8  Dick, contractor, Dunedin, tretify- 
ing to his dire o f sciatica o f twelve years standing by  
the magnetic manipulations o f M r. J. Jenkins, tho 

healer.
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8 P IK IT U A L I8 T IO  C O N F E D E R A T IO N .

f lr r ic r .  o r th e  V ictoihax A ssociation of Spiritualists, 
84 Russell Street,

September 24th, 1884.
A t  tho Committee Meeting of the Victorian Associa

tion of Spiritualists, held September 24th, the following 
letter was re aV by  M r. W .  H .  Terry. I t  was received 
and unanimously approved by  the Committee, but they 
felt that tho matter was too important fo r them to 
act upon without submitting it  to tho whole of tho 
momburs, and as fa r  os practicable to Spiritualists 
generally. In  view of the large Meeting o f such expected 
on tho 27th inst., it was determined that the letter and 
tho articlo referred to in it should be printed and copies 
circulated there, and should be further published as 
a Supplement to the Harbinger o f  L igh t for October. 
I t  is therefore submitted for the perusal o f members 
and friends pending a  Meeting for its fu ller consideration, 
which is proposed to be held on Sunday Evening, 
October 5th.

August 9th, 1884.
21 Birchington Road, London, N.w.

M y  dear Sir,— In  L ig h t  o f Ju ly  19th, you will 
haveobserved anaddressof mine to the London Spirituahtt 
Alliance  on tho subject o f Confederation between Socio
ties in various parts of the world on a  broad and simple 
l>usis therein laid down. M y object in writing is to ask 
you, if  you approve the principle, to aid in carrying it 
into effect, by enlisting the sympathies and securing tho 
adhesion o f such societies as you can reach. I  linvo 
employed tho term "Confederation ” rather than “ Allili- 
ution ”  or such word, because I  am anxious to avoid any 
idea of precedence or subordination. M y  desire is that 
all should unite on a  principle o f perfect equality, and 
that we should fix our minds on the essential points of 
agreement, and not on the accidental points of divergence 
o f opinion. Y o u  will see that the plan submitted to tho 
London Alliance was cordially affirmed. A t  a  subse
quent meeting of tho Council which manages its affairs, 
I  was empowered to take steps during the vacation to 
enlist tho sympathies o f Societies in  a ll parts o f tho 
world, with a  view to presenting an exhaustive report 
when wo moot after the summer recess. I  am endeavour
ing to do this in  what I  consider the most effective 
manner; by securing the aid o f the Press.

M ay  I counton your help in carrying out this plan? 
I f  successfully accomplished, it must give Spiritualists a 
power that will be fe lt ; it will place Spiritualism on a 
basis that it has never yet occupied. I  have, however, 
sufficiently pointed out in my address what 1 think the 
advantages to be gained.

I  shall bo gratified if  you w ill take any steps that seem 
best to you to get at the various Societies that you can 
approach, and to request their governing bodi««s to take a 
vote on this matter, and to communicate directly with 
me, or indirectly through you. I t  will be desirable that 
in so doing they should enclose full particulars o f their 
constitution, number o f members, and^any facts that I 
ought to 1« possessed o f in order to lay full information 
before the London Alliance. J  need not say that wo 
seek Confederation only with/Societies o f repute; and 
that we do not seek to bind them in any way, or to pro- 
pooe for their acceptance any creed or dogma other than 
that broad expression of belief involved in the very name 
o f Spiritualist.

Thanking you in advance,
1 am, my deur sir, very faithfully yours,

W .  S T A IN T O N  M O S E S , M .A., 
President o f tho London Spiritualist Alliance.

Tho following is the address referred to as published 
in  Light
T il*  President, Mr. Staintnn Moecs, M.A., opened the special 
husinot- ot the evening by the following addre-s on the ueccwily 
and advantage* of nfliliation with kindred »ocietics.

••In M l  .U. fu lly  : In non-*-,nU»!». Liberty : In all thin*.. Chailly.- 
M cctiug, M  w c  uo, fo r  the Iasi tune betore the auitmn n e s s ,  it 

seems w ell that wc should take a  look a-hi-ad. Before wc gather 
again  in  the autumn I hope th a t something w ill have l*c n  done 
low anU  uniting our organisation w ith  kindred * »d c tu s  b r n c i-  
p iocal affiliation. *

I am thankful to be able to beliere that the benefit* of organ in- 
Uon are becoming widely recopiised. Spiritualist* begin to believe 
that what has been found good for other people is likely to be good 
also for them. They begin to see that in tho sobiocU with which 
they concern themselves perfect unanimity of opinion is not to be 
had, and that it is well for them to concentrate their forces on 
central point* of agreement, and not to dissipate them on unlm- 
portant points of detail. Divergence of opinion on such is not only 
nnrmlow but beneficial, inasmuch as it promotes discussion and 
rmcarch, and tends to widen the area of knowledge. But to erect 
those minor details into a position of prominence so that our agree
ment on matters of cardinal importance is obscured, is a iiulcidnl 
act of folly. Spiritualist* are beginning to see this. Not only do 
they band themselves together in societies such as ours but they 
begin to n*k themselves whether between bodies of established 
repute, whose aims are similar, and whose faith inessentials is one, 
there may not be profitably sought a wider and more far-reaching 
confederation.

‘I here is a vast number of such societies scattered over the face 
of the globe, among the English-speaking people of Great Britain, 
the United States of America, ond that Greater Britain bcyon.i 
the seas where the faith that we peases* finds so wide an area for 
it* growth and development among the Latin race* on the Con
tinent of Europe, and in America— (in a letter received from the 
Proiidcnt of the American Spiritualist Alliance, he tell* me of the 
nfliliation of his Society with one in West Florida compoacd entirely 
of 8panianls) and indeed throughout the world, for it would 1* 
hard indeed to find acountry in which Spiritualism has not struck 
its root*.

1 am ambitious enough to look forward to a grand confederation 
between societies of repute in these various countries, in defence, 
and for the advancement of the central principle* of our common’ 
faith. What arc these principles 1 In the circular letter issued on 
the formation of the London Spiritualist Alliance there occur hour- 
word* which 1 may be permitted to mioto here. They are tlnse

" It may be well to state explicitly that no profession of faith 
in any set terms is sought from those who may dcslro to co
operate with un. We have room for all who ronINo tho,importance, 
in n materialistic age, of expressing a belief that there is some
thing behind matter, and that death doe* not end all,"

In the circular letter of the American Spiritualist Alliance, I 
find a similar desire to find an easily defined ground on which all 
may meet, and where tho essentials of belief may predominate over 
the accident* of opinion.

The adlroM, which is signed by Judge Nelson Cro**, Mr. If. .1. 
Newton, Mr. Chas. Partridge, and other well-known name-*, 
expressly declares

I t  i t  neither expected  n ord e r ired  by the A llia n c e  th a t a ttihou ld  
th in k  a like, n o r  indeed tha t a ny  t n o  should held  un ifo rm  opin ion , 
upon subject, which, in their limitless range, embrace all that U 
known or attainable in the realm of material and spiritual cxUt- 
tencc. On the contrary, this Alliance has always maintained the 
greatest freedom of opinion amongst it* member*, regardful thu it 
i* tbi* very diversity of sentiment which- lead* to carrn«t inquiry 
and practical investigation into the mysteries which surround our 
being« nor is it to be conceived that the discovery of any truth, 
however advanced, will not open the way to yet mrblimcr truths 
beyond.

" <** a Spiritualistic body, wc claim to occupy common ground 
with kindred societies, and whilst holding that there should be on 
the part of nil a perfect equality and independence in matter* < f 
belief and local management, wc have been mndo to feel Hint, in 
view of their mutual advantage and well-being, a more intimate 
friendly relation ought to be established between them."

Again, in the address of the American Spiritualist Association, 
the president of which is Mr. John G. Jackson, 1 find similar senti
ments expressed. That Society declares explicitly that "  no nsaent 
to a fixed creed or confession of faith is required "  from it*
members. *

I might extend this list to the same purpose: but enough Li* 
Ircen adduced to show that from various independent centres of 
thought similar conclusion* have been set forth. “ In easentia 
Unity ; in non «aseniiaU, Liberty ; in all things. Charity." That 
is the programme in a nutshell.

If you s.k me, What arc the essentia'.!  What Is Ihc ccntial 
dqroait of truth that we arc* to unite in guarding? 1 reply, first of 
all, by stating a* a cardinal proposition. Il> a r t  fa d ire c t  and  
u n com prom m og oppo,-t>on t o t  he M a tc r ia lirm  o f  the age. We do not 
believe that this life is the sum total of our existence. We do not 
I relieve that death draw- an impend rablc veil over t he future. We 
do not even believe that all the pbenornenaof earthly existence can 
Ire accounted for on the hy|iothcses of the materialist. Nor do wc 
believe that no evidence can be produced of pc’ potuatcd life after 
physical death.

If I am asked to formulate in a positive form what I havo thus 
negatively stand, I would state •what I deem to be the essentials of 
tho Spiritualist’s belief in the following proposition*

1. That there is a life coincident with, and independent of, the 
ileal life of the body.' 'h p 'i

f ll T|B,i M a IKCKSnry  airo'huy. this life extend, hoyoml tho life

3. 'I hut there is communication between tho ilenlicn of Hint 
stnlo of existence, anti theee of Ihc world In which we now live.

A Slnntual life, Ihc complement o f physical existence uninkr-

3.toi by physical death ; and o communion between tho world of 
oplrikiiuthC “  ° ’  in »  nutshell, Is my faith aia
I trust that I may be pardoned if 1 say that these cardinal prin

ciple» of our faith must he inaiakd on. I have nothing to say 
about the multifarious fails and fancies with which it has pleased 
hpiritua.islB ot various sehosis of thought to surround that fsilb
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• central principles. These are the fringes that adorn, 
10 NiariWr that encumber, the fabric of emential truth ; the 
or with which it pleases some inventive min is to occupy 
thep«>iDg moment. “ In non-essentials, Liberty” ; as for the

intnxluction to the inaugural add re «  read before
' Aiiianee I used some words which I venture to repeat. After 

iniHcatiDg some other purposes which the Council had in view, I

goes on and our feelers arc more and more widely ex- 
*..ndrtl the Committee is not without hope that there may spring 
Iman international Alliance between Spiritualists of all countries. 
There is between us no difference of opinion as to our broad facts. 
Wcarc agreed on the salient articles of our common faith. On 
that broad and substantial basis it should be possible to organise a 
CT-.nd Alliance which should include within its all-embracing arms 
rlnnscutativcs from every nation, whose presence on its council 
should testify to the fact that the belief and practice which belongs 
to us as Spiritualists is concerned with the true interests of our 
common humanity, and is bound, therefore, to take note of and to

^ W e rc  this realised ns the final aim that we should have in view 
—an organisation of infinite ramifications, whose aim should be to 
promote the highest and best interests of mankind, and to advance 
their spiritual welfare here nnd hereafter—it would be clear to all 
of us that Spiritualists have laid upon them a serious and solemn 
charge, and that that charge can only be carried into real effect by 
such an organisation as 1 have indicated.”

It is no doubt true that serious care will have to be exercised in 
the choice of societies with whom we elect to enter into relations, 
lii a matter of this kind mere bulk does not always mean strength ; 
aud numbers may give a very false idea of importance. It will, I 
may say without offence, be necessary to select.

It is no doubt true also that this far-reaching scheme will entail 
much time and trouble to carry into execution. Very well ; not king 
worth having is ever got without such expenditure. And 1, for 
one, believe that, as in so mauy other things, the tiret step costs 
most. When we have opened communications with our frieuils we 
shall find that the ground has been prepared, and that the ideas 
that have been inspired in us, and, ns we have seen, independently 
in other places, have found root among them also. It may perhaps 
l>e ours to remove what has undoubtedly been a slur fairly cast 
upon Spiritualists in the past, viz., that they have not re-cognised 
high duties as incumbent upon the possessore of high truth.

Let us make the attempt, at any rate! Not merely on the high 
groumUwJiich 1 have laid down above, but on the lower grounds 
x.f expediency, let us make the attempt! For assuredly when any 
of us ¡¿-driven to speak in defence of the faith, he will speak then 
with force a hundredfold increased ; not as au isolated individual, 
not even as an individual member of an isolated society, but as one 
of a confederation that has its representatives in all lands, and 
wl)(ch lias (tower to give utterance to the faith that it professes in 
accents that the world can no longer afford to neglect.

Surely an incalculable advantage ! Instead of minimising power 
by frittering it away in angry disputations over trivial details, or 
by expending it in fruitless recrimination between those who arc 
within the same camp, fighting f->r the same object, we shall con
centrate our efforts on that which we arc agreed on, and mass 
ourselves with one united endeavour for its defence. Our voice, 
when wc have to sneak, will gain iu volume anil intensity ; the 
blows wc strike will have an added force, from the mass that is 
behind them. I do not, at the moment, propose to lay liefore you 
any formal resolution, but have merely laid the subject before you 
so that the Committee may have the benefit of your advice and 
counsel. I trust before we meet again late in October, or possibly 
in November, some practical steps will have been taken to carry into 
effect the suggestions I have been making, that is to say, if they 
are agreeable to my colleagues on the Council, and generally to the 
numbers of the Society. 1 hope, therefore, that any who have 
suggestions to offer wjll he kind enough to do so, and with these 
remarks I  leave the subject for your consideration.

T H E  N E C E S S IT Y  O F  P R O G R E S S IV E  T H O U G H T .

A n A ddress R ead a t  t iie  Castlemaine L yceum 
By  M iss M . A .  F inlason.

M uch has been said on the subject o f P ro
gressive Thought, and every one agrees that thought 
must be free before truth can be eliminated from 
the mass of opinions obtaining throughout the 
world; yet, whilst people acquiesce that in science, 
education, political and domestic economy, and all things 
>n fact pertaining to the earthly existence, and even in 
religion also, that progress and improvement should he 
the order of the day ; yet, when it  is brought home to 
them individually in  order that they should carry out 
personally the requirements o f that acquiescence, how 
<lo they shirk their responsibilities and recoil into their 
old bondage o f belief.

This is undoubtedly natural to all, for it is human 
»ature; indeed I  may say it is nature whether human or 
otherwise, for as the child is trained, or the young tree 
. r Pl&nt is bent, so does it  grow, and hard it is for cither 
itself or another to incline it  in an opposite direction.

W e  ra .y  bend »  e may .train our minds aa we . i l l ,  ,e t  
the thought, of our youth will adhere to ua still. Par
ticularly has this been the case in time, past with medical 
practice, or cure of the M y ,  and even now „m e  have 
refused to lie cured liecause the cure was not to he 
effected in the orthodox w ay ; hut far more narrownraa 
has been shown in regard to the cure of souls, a ,  religion 
IS frequently called by the Church.

Religion, which ought to he a  personal and private 
affair, is the greatest source of contention in the world, 
every one thinking his own views the correct ones. A t  
this age, however, the world is seeing changes in this 
m atter; nearly every shade of thought and every phas-- 
of religion is gaining a hearing for itself in the nine
teenth century ; so that one might say, religions are 
upon their trial, and whichever will best liear the light 
o f reason, and intelligence, the test of criticism and 
analysis, will he the religion which will bear the palm in 
the future ; and that religion, by whatever name it may 
he called, will carry in its front the words -progress and 
untrammelled freedom o f thought— fro* to search nnd 
soar according to the strength of our human capacities. 
W e  are not limited in  our aspiration after knowledge, 
only to the extent o f our own weakness. Have we not 
an infinitude of knowledge to gain— how then can we be 
limited? A n d  can we rest contented with what we have 
received, although it may be a largo supply and amply 
sufficient perhaps for our needs at present! Y e t  soon 
the water would become as a stagnant pool, settled 
down into a  dead level o f uniformity and sti lines* 
which would ere long become a putrid nnd noi
some pond, instead o f a  pure pellucid lake, ever luring 
fed with refreshing streams of water from a  mighty 
river, onward ever onward flowing, renewing, reviving, 
and carrying away all morbid accretions with it. “ Tl.e 
mill cannot grind with the water that is past.” It must 
ever lie receiving fresh rushes of the passing stream. F  r 
example, as you nre all aware, the Church has been try
ing to do that for many years hack, thinking she could 
grind away with the same water she has used so long, 
constantly turning it  hack again, and again damming it 
up so that no fresh supply can conic in ; hut what has 
been the result? the mighty river of thought, swollen 
and strong, will no longer he kept ha -k, hut has broken 
down the feeble barriers and has rushed in, overwhelming 
the faith and creeds in its relentless rage, for being liound 
so long— hence Materialism or Secularism, the Salvation 
Arm y, Spiritualism, and Theosophy, all are overflowing 
the boundaries the Church has set, and will, if  she go- s 
not with the tide, sweep away her very foundations. The 
Salvation Arm y, Spiritualism, Theosophy, are all forms 
of Spirituality, doubtless, as they profess to deal with 
the spiritual part of man each in their own way ; and.as 
wc believe that everything exists or is evolved for some 
wise purpose, or to supply some end, wc deem that the 
Salvation Arm y has a  work to do in the building up  of tin- 
spiritual edifice, allieit of a  low and subordinate kind, 
although personally my sympathies with its manner of 
doing the work go  not with it. Y e t  I  must believe that 
though some evil may at#c li to it (as what is there- not), 
some good may also arise; at all events it is taking 
up  the work which the churches have neglected, acting 
independently of them ; aud I  must remember that in 
all buildings, if  we would have them placed on a  firm 
and lasting foundation, wc must first employ the rough 
labourer to dig down and throw up the earth and stones 
ere we reach the rock on which the foundation of the 
structure is to he iaid. Such I  conceive is the mission 
of the Salvation Arm y, which necessarily can only last 
for a  limited period. Then must step in the earlier 
phases of Spiritualism, and by and bye the higher, com
bined with Theosophy, which is allied to our highest 
conception o f spiritual philosophy, and I  am giving it 
the highest place in the spiritual ladder, as its name 
implies— The Divine or God Wisdom. W h at can he 
higher than that? Surely nothing; yet I  have almost 
believed that our Western Spiritualism in its highest 
development aimed a t  the same, and therefore I  believe 
it  is brother to the Eastern Theosophy; and the little of 
the latter which I  have looked into seems to me to par
take o f the same characteristics in its leading teachings
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for our earth guidance at all event«. A s  to its funda
mental principles I  am not sufficiently conversant with 
them, nor am I  sufficiently qualified to speak, being 
neither able to prove nor disprove their truth. W h a t T 
have tested and proved to the best o f my ability in 
Spiritualism, b y .re a so n e d  experience, I  adhere t o ;  at 
the same time I  reject nothing, come from whatever 
quarter it  may, which will throw a  greater light upon 
the great questions of immortality and the nature and 
occupations of that immortal life; and by  the very nature 
o f our agreement in coming together at these gatherings 
w e are bound to give all just claims for Truth a  calm and 
philosophical hearing, reserving always to ourselves the 
right of believing or adopting what w e  will, our creed 
l»eing that each one can only adopt or receivo what he 
realises in his own experience o r  intuition, and conse
quently cannot dogmatise to his neighbour.

W o  must ourselves, if  we would not Income stagnant 
liko the orthodox church, allow the stream of water, 
which is over coming in tides fresh and new from the 
Infinite Source, to How to us that wc may keep tlie 
mighty wheel of truth going by which we arc to get food 
for our growing souls. B y  these means, if  wc shut not 
out from our consideration the new thoughts that arc 
ever emanating from progressive minds, we w ill open our 
minds to new views of the religions of the world, and 
even the controversary between Spiritualism and Theo
sophy w ill have a  beneficial effect, the one acting as a 
corrective to the other, producing a  healthy breeze to 
blow away the impurities and misconceptions which may 
yet clog to the outward expression of either, fo r in their 
hidden or esoteric sense they are doubtless alike puro and 
true. In  my opinion the one helps to fortify the other. 
The East and the W est will each contribute their quota 
in the formation o f that higher religion which will be 
known as a  Progressive Spiritual Science ai d Philosophy 
combined.

I  have simply given you a  few  suggestions, which each 
one will bo better able to think out for himself, and 
those who cannot enter into the metaphysical teachings 
o f the works connected with spiritual science and philo
sophy may rest assured that their salvation docs not rest 
on the height or depth o f their learning, but on what 
use they make of the knowledge they have received in 
the regulating of their daily lives and their conduct 
towards others. Spiritualists and Theosophists are alike 
agreed that purity of life, charity of feeling, and humility 
o f mind are the golden keys to open the gateway of 
heaven. I  have acted on the principle that “  The mill 
cannot grind with the water that is past,”  so instead of 
reading something I  had previously read, I  have written 
a  few  thoughts for the present, which I  trust w ill be 
acceptable.

August 12th, 1884.

C U R E  O F  C A N C E R  B Y  L A Y I N G  O N  O F  H A N D S .

T he following sworn declaration o f a  cure^of-'iindoubtod 
cancer by Sir. G. M ilner Stephen npi>cars in the Otago 
D aily  Times o f July 28th, last:— “ 1 have been suffering 
for five years from pain, accompanied with considerable 
swelling down the right side of th^body, and very great 
pain when lying down. From time to time I  consulted 
Drs. Brown, Blair, W ardale, Coughtrey, and Batchelor, 
a ll of whom, after examination, pronounced the cause to 
be cancer o f the v'omb, and that it would prove fatal unless 
I  submitted to an operation; but some said it  would be 
too dangerous at my a^c— 55 years. A fte r hearing the 
two lost doctors’ opinions I  went the next day to Mr. 
M ilner Stephen for his “ m agnetic" treatment. H e  
immediately removed all pain by “ laying his hands upon 
me," and it has never returned ; and after two more 
similar treatments, and using his magnetised salve, oil, 
and wat< r  only, all the swelling has disappeared.

Since then the cancers have continued to come away. 
Some o f them and the fibrous roots I  preserved in spirits 
a t  M r. M ilner Stephen’s request, and have yiren them to 
him  to convince others similarly afflicted o f his wonderful 
power. I  now- feel as strong and well as I  did many 
years a g o ; and although I  am continuing his magnetic 
remedies, and attend him once a  week to get more

magnetism, I  believe that the cancers are conquered, 
two quarts J u ll having come away, and that I  shall bo 
thoroughly cured in a  very short time. I  daily pray to 
God to bless my benefactor with health and strength in 
the exercise of his wonderful healing gift. M any resi
dents on the Peninsula know  me and my case, as my 
husband has a  farm there, and I  shall be happy to give 
any further information to females on the subject.

aed) M aroarbt F arquhar.
1884.

This is the paper writing marked A  referred to in the 
annexed solemn declaration of M rs. M argaret Farquhar, 
made this 25th July, 1884.

(Signed) W .  P . Str eet , J.P., 
M ayor of C ity  of Dunedin.

Co Corresponiimts.
Communications intended f o r  this Journa l should he

written legibly, and on one side o f  the paper only.

T H E  G O O D  O F  M A T E R I A L I S A T I O N  P H E N O 
M E N A .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
S ir ,— I  was reading the other day Dr. Crowell’s record 
o f the incident which startled him, and led to his con
version from life-long Materialism. I  w ill quote the 
eight or ten lines only, and wish to say to you, that it . 
reminded me of a  startle o f the same kind, and heard of 
since your last issue, as haviftg fallen to the lot of Air. 
Montague M iller, the apostle o f Materialism and 
Secularism.

H o  can see no evidence o f a  w’orld o f spirits, or a 
future state of existence, bu t these easygoing notions 
received a  rude shock (as of necessity) the other 
evening, when, at a  seance with M r. George Spriggs, the 
materialised spirit Geordie walked up  to M r. Miller, and 
shook hands w ith him. I  hod the story from an eye
witness, who was sailing the next day fo r South Aus
tralia, where of course he w ill report all he saw, but he 
did not wish me to mention his name.

A s  this spirit has honored me with repeated shakes of 
the hand, 1 have more pleasure in making these matters 
known, than hiding them. I  hope it w ill havo the same 
effect on M r. M iller, as the incident I  am al>out to relate 
had upon the mind and feelings o f D r . E . Crowell. Let 
the reader turn to page 268 of D r. Crowell’s 1st. Vol. of 
“ The Identity o f Prim itive Christianity and Modem  
Spiritualism." The Dr. there writes: “ A t  C. II. 
Foster’s  first seance at Moravia, when some eight or nine 
persons were present, the face of a  young man appeared 
at the aperture, who upon being asked his name by Air. 
Foster, replied, in a  clear, distinct voice :— ‘ I  am 
Eugene Crowell, and you arc Charles Foster, and it \ 
was upon your arm that the initials o f m y name appeared f  
in N e w  York .’ ”

This was the son of the author (o f the same Christian 
name, whom I  am quoting), and he goes on to dcscril>e 
the influence it had upon him. W h a t  w-as the influence 
on the mind o f M r. M iller I  don’t  know, but I  shall 
certainly ask, the first time I  chance to see him, for I 
once heard him lecture against the truth o f the pheno
mena o f Modern Spiritualism

W ell, this is what D r . Crowell says about his son’s 
declaration :—

“  This was said in reference to my first sitting with 
Air. Foster three years previously,* when the initials (os 
my son said) of his name, met my astonished gaze on the 
arm of the medium, and they, like the words, * Mene, 
raene, tekcl upharsin,’ written upon the wall in ancient 
times by similar spiritual agency, sounded the knell of 
m y life-long Alatcrialism.”

I f  the mind of Air. M iller should l>e changed as was 
the mind o f D r . Crowell, that surely will give an answer 
to the worse than stupid question, “ W h a t is the good of 
these materialisation phenomena ?"

I  am, sir, your obedient,
R O B E R T  C A L D E C O T T .

Raglan S t ,  Po rt Alelboume, Sept. 25, 1884.
torBiukiu,' »|ii-ii8, fit«, nizziuiTd, ..alpitiUuu, unu low oj.in.t 

rely on Hop Bitters. N oticc.
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READ IT  ALL.
IT M A Y  S A V E  Y O U R  L I FE .

Hop Bitters
ABE

T H E  P U R E S T  A N D  BEST
Medicine ever made;

THEY ARE COMPOUNDED FROM
Hops, Bach a, M andrake, and Dandelion.

“  The Oldest, Best, most Renowned, 
and Valuable Medicines in the World, 
and in addition contain all the bat 
and most effective Curative Properties 
of all other Bittern, being the grcat«t 
Liver Regulator, BLOOD PURIFIER 
and life and health restoring agent on 
earth."

They Git® N ew  Life and  V igo r to the Aged  and Infirm-
“ To Clergymen, Lawyers, Literary 

Men, Labourers, Ladies, and all those 
whose sedentary employments cause 
irregularities of the Blood, Stomach,
Bowels, or Kidneys, or who require an 
Appetiser, Tonic, and mild Stimulant, 
theso Bitters arc invaluablo, being 
highly curative, tonic, and stimulating, 
without intoxicating."

"N o  matter what your feeling« or 
symptoms are, or what, the disease or 
ailment is, use Hop Bitten*. Don't 
wait until you are sick, but if you only 
feel bad or miserable, use the Bitters at 
once. It  may save your life. Hun
dreds have been saved by so doing, at 
a trifling cost."
A ,k  your Druggist or Physician.

“  Do not suffer yourself, or let your 
friends suffer, but use and urge them to 
us? Hop Bitters."

- '( Remember, Hop Bitters is no vile,
drugged, drunken nostrum, but the 
purest and best Medicine o made, 
and uo person or family should be 
without it.”

HOP B IT T E R S  M A N U F A C T U R IN G  CO. Melbourne.
Australia, Rochester, N . Y  - U  S , Toronto, London.

Antwerp, Paris-

W e have received a  long letter from M r. W . B. 
Button on Mr. Symes’ recent visit to Launceston, and the 
commotion i t  has caused amongst the Christian sects 
.there, but wc cannot spare space for its insertion. 
Ho argues that the Christian religion should be as 
open to criticism as any other, and himsolf criticises 
Mr. Symes’ two principal opponents. Mr. Button’s 
letter is a plea for Agnosticism, which ho argues is a more 
honest position than giving adherence to a faith which 
reason will not endorse.

S P IR IT U A L IS T  C O N V E R S A Z IO N E .

A  Conversazione was given on Monday evening last, at 
the Lyceum Hall, Lonsdale Street, by Mr. Charles John
son, the President o f the Victorian Association of 
Spiritualists. There were between 300 and 400 persons 
present, and amongst them many old Spiritualists who 
havo not taken any prominent public part in the move
ment of late. Mr. Massey gave a short address, which 
was listened to w ith great attention. Mr. llaviland and 
Mr. Torry also spoke from the platform. Some cxcollent 
music was provided by the choir o f tho V.A.S., under 
the leadership of Mr. I .  Bowley. Tho catering was 
excellent and ample, and an enjoyablo evening was spent. 
As our paper was in  the press at tho time, we are unable 
to give a fuller notice until next issue.

T u b  Boelon D a ily  Journal devotes several columns to 
A  Description o f the Mental Process o f Healing, the 

history of it, and manner o f its practice. I t  refers to 
various forms of Psychopathic healing o r Mesmenc 

treatment, which seem to  be very largely and successfully 
practiced in that city.

C A TA LO G U E  O F WORKS,
ON SALE BY

w . H. T E R R Y ,
R u s s e l l  S t r e e t , M e l b o u e x b .

SUPPLEMENTARY.
Continued.

84

Ingersoll's Chan Lccturt. ; “ Take a Road of Your Own ;" -  The 
Ghcmbi ; *'|» AH of the Bible Inspired l "  •• Apotheosis of 
Thom*. Paine j"  "  .saviour* of the World •• How Man 
Makra Gods;" 11 Menage of Humboldt;" ’ Clergy and 
Commonseiwc "  Do I Blaspheme 1" k c . *1. each, * for U

Ingcraoli ■ Lecture* : Difficult!« of Belief •• Breaking the 
Fetter* -  Religion of the Future. 3d. etch.

Is Spiritualism Credible I A taper re*I before the Scots Church 
Literary Association. Melbourne. By H. J. I

Is Spiritualism True f Ucture by Prof. Denton t
ship of Mrs B. L. WaU^n. w .

John William Fletcher, Clairvoyant. A Bbwraphical Sketch. 
With portrait By Susan E. Gay. U .  Cd.

Jew* Chn»t a Fiction founded upon the life of Apolloniaa of 
Tyana ; Modern Chmianity originated by the Pagan Primia 
of Rome, k c . 2a. 61.

Kindergarten System of Education ; its Principla and Practice.
2a. .id.

Lecture» of Dr. Juliet Severance : Evolution of Life in Earth and 
Spirit Conditions ; How to Live a Century ! Philnaophy of 
Disease ; Religious, Political, and Social Freedom ; Industrial 
and Financial Problems. M. 

clo. 2s lid. 
l-aper fri.

Marriage and Divorco. By Rev. Dr Westbrook,
Do. do. By A. E. Giles.

Mediums!»!»; a Chapter of Experience Mn.. Ki _
Modern Spiritualism, or The Opening Way.' T. B. Hall. ¡1«.

Articles by a Bible Spiritualist, reprinted from the t  'aifariaa 
Review.

Mr. Heaphy's Ghrat : the London Artist's own Version of an 
extraordinary affair, with correspondence between Chari« 
Dickens ami Mr. Hcaphy. • 6L

Moral and Spiritual Harmony; a recent trance-lecture by Mr».’ 
Cora Tapiian-Richmond. 3d.

Man! Whence and Whither l  By Rev. Dr. Wcatbrook. L.LII

Man's Origin ; Evolution ; Answer of Theism ; After Death, 
What t  Science and Theology.

Man a Creative Fin«t Cause. Rowland G. Hazard. 3s '>1.
Nineteenth Ckntuhy MiKACLK8;or, Spirits and Their Work 

in every Country of the Earth. By Mrs. Emma Harding.« 
Britteu. 17s.fr I

Large 8vo. GO« page., with a collection of |*orlrniis of many 
prominent Medium-, Lecturers, and Spiritualists. A ..»inpr.- 
hensive volume designed as an exhaustive record of the 
various manif«tations of spir.t-power throughout the world 
since the year 18U0, a complete Manual of the Phenomena, a 
Compendium of the Literature, with reference* to many 
workers in the Movement in various countries. The author 
has spent nearly a quarter of a century in collecting her 
materials, and s|>arcd no expense in verifying her fact».

Nature’s Studi«. From the “  Knowledge "  Library, ompming 
Colours of Animals ; Birds with Teeth ; Strange S-a Mon
ster* ; Found Links; Int•Iligeiicc in Animals ; Germ« of 
Disease .mil Death : Drams' Drain Trail,la 1 Thought- 
Reading, kc., Jcc., by various authors. Compiled by it. A. 
Proctor.

Natural Genesis, The. By Gerald Mawy,
2 vow. imp. svo., 83s.

Natural drawls null Tyimlogy of I-rimilivo Cu,Inins, of 
Number,,of the Mythical Serpent, Tree, C-tOsS, to.! 1'nil In 
Heaven ami on Karth ; the Deluge anil the Ark ; the Ikigi» ; 
Equinoctial Chrintolnlry. Comparative VecalniUry of San
scrit anil Kgypti.n, *c-, utufonn with the "Book of the

Nervous* Disease, anil Magnetic Therapeutics. By J. E . Briggs,

Natural“ 'Daw in the Spiritual W o® . B, Hy. Drummond!

New Ver^om iid  oiher Leetnrt«, by Geo. Chaluey (Infidel Bul- 

Celca'ial Barbarian ; The

Sr  STraTwS?nnd pfoso given through the mcdiumship of Mr,, Tappan.

00 Ills  S_ JPiSJS!“  u . *  p Sinnctt. New cloth edn„ cliean, «*.

ConUinlng j
the and Goddas« ; -New Command

< * • —

P h iS h / o «  Spirit i -Its  01U- W
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Oxley. f«-
Physical Education of Children. Dr. Hartwig. 1*.
Private Practical Inatructiona in the Science and Art of Organic 

Magnetism ; with Illustrations of passes, signs, Ac. Bj  Mrs. 
Cbandoa Leigh Hunt Wallace.

Paper, 22s. 6d.; cloth, 26a.; french morocco, lock k  key, 30s. 
I’hilosophj of Creation ; Unfolding the Laws of the Progressive 

Develagpient of Nature, and embracing the Philosophy of 
Man, Spirit, and the 8pirit-world. Purporting to be by 
Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horace Wood, medium.

3s.
PIONEERS OF THE SPIBITUAL Reformation. The Life and 

Works of Dr. Kemcr ; William Howitt, his Work for Spiritu
alism ; Biographical Sketches. By Mrs. Howitt-Watts.

5s. 6d.
This interesting volume contains oopious extracts from the 

now scarce Seeren of I ’rerorst.
Proceedings of the Psychical Research Society. Issued in period

ical parts, containing Reports of Committees on Thought- 
transference, Mcsmensm, Clairvoyance, Physical Manifesta
tions, Haunted Houses, Ac. A  valuable record of exact 
research in these departments. Per part, 3s.

Present Day Problems. By John 8. Farmer. 10s. 6d.
Treats of the various developments of Psychological 

Science, from Mesmerism to Spiritual Phenomena, with their 
bearing on Modern Thought, and how each new development 
of Science brings us nearer to the unseen realm of spirit.

Pathology of the Reproductive Organs. 26s.
Physical Basis of Mind. By Geo. Hy. Lewes. I5s.
Perfect Way in Diet. By Dr. Anna Kingsford. 3a.
Perfect Way (The), or the Finding of Christ. 14s.
Photographs of t'piritualistic Celebrities— mediums, anthers, 

lecturers. 6d. each, set of 20, 10s.
Psychological Review ; an Organ of Psychology, Mind-reading, 

Clairvoyance, Spiritualism, Theosophy, and the Occult Sci
ences. Bound volumes of this excellent Magazine, replete 
with varied matter.

Volt. III. and I?., 4«. 6d. each ; vol. V. (two in one), 7s.6d.
Renan’s Philosophical Dialogues. 8a.
Raphael's Horary Astrology. us.
Rhineland; Legends, Musing«, and Recollections. By Caroline

Corner. 2s.
Religion of Phreuology. By Prof. Fraser. 4d.
Rights of Women; a Comparison of the Relative Legal Status 

of the Sexes in the Chief Countries of Western Civilisation,
3s.

Reorganisation of English Institutions. Prof. Newman. 8d.
SPIRIT  T e a c h in g s . Published by •' M.A., (Oxon.) "  10s. 6d.

Selected from a scries of high-toned and instructive com
munications.

Spirit-Controls, Recorded by “  A. T. T. P." Fifty of the m< st 
remarkable of these celebrated Communications (published 
in the M edium  and Daybreak under the title of “  Historical 
Controls,";, illustrated with Portraits and 8pirit-drawing8.

os. 6d.
Salem Witchcraft (History o f ) ;  Planchcttc Mystery ; aud 

Spiritualism. An intensely interesting work, published by
S. R. Wells, New York. 5s

Spiritualism at Church Congress. Addresses delivered at the 
Congress of 1881, by Rev. Dr. Thornton, Canon Wilbeiforce. 
and others, elucidating their views of the relations of the

>. Church to Spiritualism. 6d.
Spiritual Communications ; a book written by the Spirits of the 

so-called Dead, by the process of indc|>cndcnt Slate-writing, 
including some exalted spirits, with introductory matter 
biographical sketches, illustrations, accounts of seances, Ac. 
Compiled by 0. Hclleberg of Ohio. 7s. 6d.

Stare in their .Seasons ; an oasy Guide to a Knowledge of the Stars,
12 large maps exhibiting the appearance of the Hetvens at 
any hour of the night all the year round. By R. A. Proctor.

Serious Letters to Serious Friends on thp Truths of the New Dis
pensation. By the Countess Caithness. 8s.

Secret of the East; or the Origin of the Christian Religion, and 
the significance of its Rise/and Decline. By Dr. F. Oswald.

X  ' 6s.
Sacred Anthology ; a book of Ethnical Scriptures. Collected by 

Moucure D. Conway. 13̂
Suggestive Thoughts ns to the Purpose and Process of all Things. 

Asa K, Butts. 2«. 6d.
Social Probh m-«. B/ Henry George. 5s. ’
Tac Key ; Sermons by Her. H. R. Hnwcis, M.A., on Spiritualism, 

Immortality, Ac. 2s. 3d.
Tokology ; a book for every Woman. By Alice B. Stockham, 

M.D. A new and popular book upon Maternity, with plain 
directions for the care of a woman during pregnancy, includ
ing bath«, diet, exercise, clothing, ami medical treatment, 
management during and after confinement; care of infams, 
diseases of childreu, with simple remedies, gymnastic*, die
tetics, Ac., Ac. 7,  6J

Truth-seeker’s Feast. Theological Knick-knacks relating to the
Groundwork of Modern Christianity. la.

Thoughts from the Spirit-world, addre sed to the Working-classes!

Theoeophical Miscellanies. No. 1. 1B<
Thoughts on the Metaphysics of Theosopny. By b. 6an- 

daram Iyer.
Tboosophical Miscellanies. No. 2. 2d

Unpublished Writings of Kliphas Levi and the Paradoxal 
of the Highest Science.

MESDAMES MEARES &  BURNSIDE’S
FRENCH AND ENGLISH M ILLIN ER Y  AND DRESS

MAKING ESTABLISHM ENT,
155 L Y G O N  S T R E E T , O A R L T O N ,

Fou r doort Jrom  Grattan-rtreel.
Tho alxne l»eg to notify to their Patrons and the Public 
generally, that they are prepared to supply first-class 
Millinery, Feathers, French flowers, Ribbons, Laces 
Fancy Goods, Ac., at lowest possible prices.

Special attention invited to Dressmaking Department. 
Ladies’ own Dress M aterials made up. Latest Style*. 
F it  guaranteed Large  assortment of Trimmings on hand!

N .B .— W edding and M ournino Orders promptly 
attended to.

Gerald Massey’s N e w  Books.
B O O K  O F  T H E  B E G IN N IN G S ,  containing an at- 
tempt to Recover and Reconstitute the L ost Origin o f the 
M yths and Mysteries, Types and Symbols, Religion and 
Language, with E gypt for the mouthpiece and A frica  
the birthplace; by Gerald Massey. A  work of deep 
research, 2 vols, over 500 pp. each, quarto, 33/.
T H E  N A T U R A L  G E N E S IS , being the second part 
o f the above, and uniform therewith. Price 33/.

J U S T  P U B L IS H E D .

Spirit Teachings; Selections from a  large number of 
Communications of an instructive character received 
through writing mediumship, by  “ M .A .  (O x o n .); ’’ 
with prefatory remarks in  reference to same. 10/6 

Other W orks by “ M .A . (O xon .); “  H igh er Aspects of 
Spiritualism, 3/; Spirit Identity, 5/6; “ Psychography," 
5/6; all replete with valuable matter.

N E W  S U P P L IE S  O F  S T A N D A R D  W O R K S .

Religion of Spiritualism : its Phenomena and Philosophy; 
by Samuel Watson, D .D ., 36 years a  W esleyan minis
ter, N e w  Edition. 6/3

Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation (Justinius, Kcrner, 
and W illiam  H o w itt );  by  A . M . H ow itt W atts. Con
taining copious extracts from the now scarce Scercss 
o f Prevorst. 325 pp. 5/6

B erth a : A  Spiritual Romance ; by  W .  J . Colville. 3/G
Ghostly V isitors: A  Series o f Authentic Narratives. 3/6
M oral Education: Its  Law s and M ethods; by Prof. 

Bucbanan, President o f the American University, 
(Boston). A n  invaluable contribution to this im
portant subject. 7/6

Psychological Review  ; Bound vols. I I I .  and IV . ,  4/6 ea. 
V .  (2  vols in  one) 7,6. H igh ly  interesting matter.

Philosophy of Immortality ; by Hon. Roden Noel. 7/6
R ifts in the V e i l : Collection o f Poems and Essays; W .  

H . Harrison. 4/
Spirits before our E yes ; Ditto. 6/
Tho S ou l; Peary  Cliand Mittra. 2/
Principles o f L ight and Colour; by Dr. Babbitt, 2C/. 

Tho text-book o f Chromopathy, o r  Colour-Healing, 
with  dissertations on the H igher N atu ral Forces. 600 
large 8vo. pp., 200 exquisite photd. engravings, 4 superb 
coloured plates, handsomely !>ound, gold lettered.

Lecture by W .  J. Colville: “ Spiritualism ; its relations 
to Secularism and Christianity,” 3d . “ Triumph of 
Spirit upon Earth," Gd.

Tales o f the Daybreak. F o r children. 4d.
Communications from Another W orld . (R eprin t of 

“  Planchcttc,” by  Epcs Sargent. 1/

W .  H . T E R R Y ,  84 R U S S E L L  S T R E E T .

M E D IC A L  C L A IR V O Y A N C E .

MR. GEORGE SPRIGGS
Is  prepared to give D iaososks and A d vicb  in  T rance, 
D a il y , at 78 Georgo-street, East Melbourne (Three doors 
from Powlett-street.) Hours, 10 to 4 ; Saturdays, 10 to 2; 
Thursday Evenings, 6 to 9. Fco, 10s. Persons at a 
distance send Lock of Hair.
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V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N
V OP

S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

SUND AY SERVICES
, vow H eld at tub L yceum H all, L onsdale-st., 

(Opposite Hospital).

Service commences 7 p.m.— M em bers enrolled liefore 
• and after M eetings, o r a t  the

OFFICE A N D  R E A D IN G  ROOM, 
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

SOUL READI NG,
Or Psychological Delineation of Character.

MRS A . B . S E V E R A N C E  would respectfully announce 
to the public of Austra lia  that those who w ill send their 
autograph o r  lock o f hair to her, she w ill give on accu
rate description o f their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities o f disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life ; physical disease, w ith  prescription 
therefor; what business they are  best adapted to pursue 
in order to 1 » successful; the physical and mental adap
tation of those intending m arriage; and hints to the 
inharmoniously married.

Address —  Mbs. A .  B . Severance, Centro Street, 
between Church and P ra ir ie  Streets, W hite W ater, 
Walworth Co., W is ., U .S ., Am erica.

Fee 10)6
ji.R .__N o  application w ill receive attention unless

the fee is sent direct to M rs. A .  B . Severance, or to Mr. 
.Yfohn Fraucnfelder, W ilson  Street, A lbu ry , N .S .W .

*  Mesmerism is the Keystone of all the Occult Sciences." 

N ow  P ublishing is  Monthly P arts

A N IM A L  M A G N E T IS M ,
B Y  T H E  L A T E  W M .  G R E G O R Y ,  M .D ., F.R .S.E.

No. 1 Just Received.
Professor o f  Chemistry, Edinburgh University. 

Dedicated by  permission to H is  Grace the Duke o f Argyll. 
W ith  an Introduction b y  “ M .A .  (Oxon).”

One o f the best Standard W o rk s  on the Subject, and 
a  thoroughly Practical G u ide to the Science. T o  be 
completed in  six  M onthly Parts at 8d. each. Send 
Orders and Remittances promptly to secure sets, to

W . H . T E R R Y ,  81 R U S S E L L  ST., M E L B O U R N E .

A. F ISC HER,
Practical Upholsterer and Mattress Maker, 

B U R W O O D  R O A D ,  H A W T H O R N ,  

(Between tho Station and Power-street).

Furniture of all kindB Supplied on Tim e Payment. Suites 
of Furniture Unstuffed and Covered equal to now. M at
tresses and Bedding Puriticd and Remade. Bed hangings 
Loose Covers, Hassocks and Cushions Made. Ladies’ 
Needlework Tastefully Mounted.— Orders through post 
punctually attended to, and competent hands sent to any 
Pint of the Country. Y o u r  Patronage solicited.

J U S T  P U B L IS H E D ,

THE GOLDEN R U LE  OF S P IR ITU A L IS M :
Love and L ight versus Selfishness asp  N ight.

B y  H U D S O N  T U T T L E .

(Dedicated to his friends under tho Southern Cross.) 

Price, T hreepence.
W .  H .  T E R R Y ,  84 Russell Street.___________

M RS. M A S O N , C L A I R V O Y A N T  A N D  H E A L E R ,
1 Arlington Torrace, Fitzroy, St. Kilda.

O R G A N I C  M A G N E T I S M ,
B y  M bs. C . L  H . W A L L A C E .

P Or“™.,!’rai i iCal the Science snd A rt  of
O r nmc Magnetism, being her original Three G a in *  
Private Manuscnpt Instructions, printed, revised, snd 
p e a t  y enlarged, containing valuablo and practical 
transiatron, and the concentrated essence of all pre- 
nous practical w oA s, Numerous Illustrations of 
Passes, Signs, A -a -P r rc e  22,6; Ditto, hound in French 
morocco, wrth lock and key 30/.

Physianthropy, or the Home-Cure and Eradication of 
Dtscasc. (by  the samo), 4/-

"THE LIBERAL"
A  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

or
PR O G R E S S  A N D  F RE E  T H O U G H T .

Price 3d. Annual Sulmcription, 10s. 
Publishing Office— 96 Elizal-eth Street, .Sydney.

A New and Valuable Book
BY

MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,
J ust P ublished and to A rrive P er “  Oneida.”
A  large 8vo. volume o f about 600 page«, with numerous 

Illustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth O ntury  Miracles; 
or Spirits and. their W ork  in every Country of the Earth. ’’ 
The author has spent nearly a quarter of a  ¿ontury in 
collecting her material, and spared no expense in au
thenticating her facts.

Tho Subscription Price in Melbourne will lie

15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.

Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their 
Names early to M r. W . H . T erry, 84 Russell-Street, 

Melbourne.
C ^ " A  Synopsis of Contents may be had on application.

IS S P IR ITU A LIS M  C R E D IB LE ?
A  Paper read liefore the Scots’ Church Literary Associa
tion, by H . J. Browne. Price 3d. Proceeds to be added 
to Association Building Fund.

W O R K S  B Y  T H E  S A M E  A U T H O R

Rational Christianity the Religion of Humanity, crown 
octavo, cloth, 6s.

The H o ly  Truth, ot the Coining Reformation, octavo, 
cloth, 10s.

Delusion or Reality ; o r  W h o  W ants the Truth? octavo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. ; paper, Is. 6d.

The Religion o f ü à  future ; or the H igher Law  o f Truth 
and Light. Crown octavo, cloth, 3*. ; paper, 2s.

Christianity— its Origin and Esoteric Meaning, paper, 6d.

TH E  LA TE  W IL L IA M  DENTON’S

M e l b o u r n e  L e c t u r e s .

The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Theatre, 
bv the late W d l  Denton, were Reported and Published 
in tho Uarbinqer o f  L ight, from September, 1882, to 
February, 1883, and will ho sent Post Free to any address 
on rccoipt o f 2s. Gd.—

1. The Philosophy o f Death.
2. The New Religion. ,
3. The Science o f Religion.
4. Prophecies of the Bible.
5. Goff in the lig h t  o f Science &  Common

A lso  for Gd" extra, the Denton Memorial Number, 
with Portrait.
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\ American Photographers and Artists,
-  84  E L IZ A B E T H  S T . ,  M E L B O U R N E .

Country Agents for the "Hartinger”;—
O astlem aine—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square. 
S a nd hu rst—Mr. A. J. Smith, Jun-, Pall Mall.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

J. Dunne, 112 Bourku St., Woolloomooloo. 
A d e la id e—George Robertson.
B a m a w a rth a—F. G. Eggleston.
Ta sm ania  ( N .  W .  C oast) W. B. & Oswin Button, Leven. 
D u n e d in , ( N .  Z ) —J. Braithwaite, Arcade.
In v e r c a r g i l l  ( N . Z )—E, R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st. 
B risb a n e—S. Smith & Go., 90 Queen Street. 
La u nces ton—Hudson <fe Hopwood.
A d ela id e—W. 0. Rigby, King William Street. 
R ockham pton—W, Munro.
A rick la n d—A. Campbell.
Ipsw ich , Queensland—W. Tatham.

A g e n ts  w anted f o r  a l l  p a r ts  o f  th e  C olony .

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
THE ODDEST AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTIC 

PAPER: Containing Columns of Highly Interesting 
Matter connected with Spiritualism and Advanced 
Thought. Published Weekly.

Subscription 22/6 per Annum.

THE THE0S0PHI8T
A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occultism, embracing Mes
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences. 

Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

“ L IG H T . ”
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of 

Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly, 4d. per copy, 13/ per ann., Postage extra

P H O T O - A R T .

B A T C H E ITDE^R A N D  CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l is h e d  1854),
1 Execute commissions in all styles o !  Portra itu re-P la in , coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

4  1  C O L L I N S  S  T  R .E  I E  T  E  -A.  S  T  ■

M E S M E R I S M .
Distraction given in this Science for the Treatment of 
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 
Operator of many years’ practice. T h e  T h e ra p e u tic  
a nd  P h en o m en a l A p p lic a t io n  o f  M esm erism , just pub
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry’s, 2/6.
Address: — Dr. W il l ia m s , M A., Odyle House, Punt 

Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

SPIRITUALISTIC & FREETIIOUGHT PAPERS.
The Medium, London (W eek ly ), 12/6, per annum.
f l ic  Banner o f L ight, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 per ann.
The Heligio-Philosophical Journal, a first-class American Weekly 

published a t Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.
Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 6s. per annum.
The Voice o f Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per nnnum.
The "  Theosophi8t,”  a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo

sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, Src. Published a t Madras,
2 0 / per annum.

The •' Spiritual Record," monthly, 9/
The Vaccination Inquirer, 2s. per annum.
1 hC/Liberal, Sydney (W eek ly ), 8/ per annum.
Freethought Review, Wanganui, (M onth ly), 6/6 per annum.
Miller's Psychometric Circular, 10/.

/Copies o f all the above available for subscription.

P O S T A G E  E X T R A .

W .  H .  T e r r y , 84  R u s s e l l  St r e e t .

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BY W.  D. C. DENoVAN.

700 large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations,.
REDUCED TO 10s. PER COPY.

3 Copies, 21/-
Postage—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N .
(FROM

8ÀNG8TERS,

LONDON),

MAKEH BY

APPOINTMENT

TO HKB MAJESTY

W. H TERRY,
Pharmaceutical and I'oleotic Chemist;

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. K e it h  & Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs. C h e n e y *  M y r ic k , of Boston, U.S. 
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Melb. International Exhibition. 
«T M E D IO IN E S  SE NT B Y  POST TO  A L L  PARTS.

I 1 1 1 I L L A  M A K l i ,
3STo. .26 R O Y A L  -A.JR,0

6B Elgin Street;, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered w ith  Silk, Satin Cloth 
__________________  Zanilla, and Alpaca._____________________

“ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
TH E  V IC T O R IA N  E X P O N E N T  O F S P IR IT U A L IS M  A ND  

FRE E  TH O U G H T
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6 

Groat Britain,- 6/
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 

payable in advance.
The “ Harbinger” may bo obtained bound, 2 vols, in one,, 

at 12/6.—Yols. 1.3 and 14 Now Ready.

TO IN TE N D IN G  IN V E S TIG A TO R S .
Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book] 
“ On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator," will be 
added.

P r im *d  b j  J . C.Stephens ( la w  E. P a n o n s  C o .,) at h i .  om co. 10« th

8 0 0 «  M o lto n n S Prltt0r'  W '  T e r r? '  ,ind P ubluhcd  hy 1


