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The Soul's Nature and Dcetiny

I n our last we called attention to the exoteric manifesta-
tion of spiritual phenomena in London ; the forcing of a
fact upon public attention. Butalthough this has its usesl
especially in suchinstances as the one alluded to, the true
strength of Spiritualism lies in its more esoteric and
private manifestations, which are occurring in thousands
of families and in all civilised countries. Indeed it is an
exception where the subject crops up in any small assem-
blage not to find some one or more present who has at
least an incident of spiritual phenomena in their expe-
rience to relate; whilst others unfold talcs too marvellous
for general acceptation. It isonly the so-called credulous
(?) Spiritualist who accepts them as probable facts, for
the reason that he has, as a rule, experience of analagous
phenomena; whilst the presumedly “ knowing ones”
who have decided apriori thatsuch things are impossible,
smile at the weakness of the believers. Their incredulity,
however, does not affect the facts, or shake the faith of
those who have knowledge to base it on, hence it grows
and spreads silently and surely. Occasionally some who
are rich in private experiences, feel impelled to give them
to the public, though many shrink from the ridicule and
coarse jokes which their doing so almost invariably
subjects them to, not alone from their neighbours, but
from the press and public men. Mr. Morell Theobald,
F.O.A., is one of the exceptions, and although from what
we have read and heard of him we should judge him to
be a man of retiring disposition, he came forward and
read before the London Spiritual Alliance, on June 10th
last, an account of his “ Home " experiences, extending
over the past fifteen years, which is more varied and
interesting than the phenomena recorded by Jolm Wesley,
and points directly to the intervention of individual
entities invisible to the physical eye, but able under
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Error is passing away, Men arising shall hail the day”
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favourable conditions to exercise control over material
objects, and give both physical and intellectual proofs of
their identity. The manifestations commenced with
rappings, through which three little ones they had lost
and sorrowed for, made known their presence and proved
their identity. “Had we not previously been acquainted
with these tiny raps,” says Mr. Theobald, “ we might have
left them unnoticed, but we had patience with the raps
as they came upon the dinner table, and they grow in
number.and .variety, till each little one was recognised
by his own distinct rap. They came at every meal and
joined in our -;onvorsation ; the table was lifted up and
moved about as a thing of life, and our four surviving
children became thus familiarised with what was to grow
into mediumship in all of them.”

This mediumship developed into “ direct voice,” by
which they were enabled to hold oral converse with their
unseen friends. Then came direct writing, sometimes
traced, sometimes precipitated, in hands distinct and
often in language unknown to the recipients. Gradually
all this marvellous phenomena ceased, and for a long
period there was no response to their desire for its
resumption.

Sitting with Dr. Slade, it was written, “ Your band
will come,” and so they patiently waited, and it did come
with renewed force and power, the spirit-friends having
augmented the power by the introduction of a new and
natural medium. We have often heard and read of the
movement and disarrangement of household goods by
the invisibles, their object being to manifest their power
over matter; but in doing so they not unfrequently
created disorder and made work for their friends. But
in this instance the manifestations are all orderly and
helpful, and such as would gladden the heart of many a
less industrious housekeeper. The fire is lit, and tablo
spread by invisible hands, and this so quickly that the
material is never seen in transit, though the spon-
taneous ignition of the fire has been witnessed by Mr.
Theobald and other members of his family. Direct
messages from his children and friends in the spirit-
world are precipitated and deposited in all sorts of
curious places—in locked drawers and secretaires, in-
scribed on walls and ceilings out of reach; in tho hall



2794

in the centre of the arch, is written “ Peace be to this

house,” and near, “ Through God we can do all things j”

and in other places, appropriate Scripture texts. In the

transference of ponderable objects, distance seems to be

no consideration : a musical box being transferred from

Blackheath to Haselmere, under such conditions as to

d emonstrate the occult means of its transit.

Some of the latest manifestations occurring in Mr.

Theobald's family are the production of poems, profes-

sedly written by two ancient Persians, “ Saadi" and

“ Wamik,” of whom Mr. Theobald had never heard»

but the former having given some particulars of his

earth-life, Mr. T. instituted inquiries which led to

the identification of both spirits ; the poems arc peculiar
in their metre, rhythmical and philosophical.
On the whole Mr. Theobald’s narrative of experiences

is one of the most interesting and instructive we have

read. It is published in Light, [for June 14th, and

should be widely read by those interested in Spiritualism.

HISTORICAL RESEARCHES.ON MAGIC,
From the French of Baron Dupotct; translated by

C. W. RoIINEH.
( Concluded.)

L ook also at the variety and differences of the works,
and compare :

Acquired gif s.— Prevision of events, perfect know-
ledge of human character, impossibility of hiding from
them a single secret; interior life exempt from all that
troubles and disquiets mortals even in the plenitude of
their purest enjoyments and pleasures; independence
from all material goods, contempt of death, memory of
the past ages, knowledge of the future life.

Oi/ts granted.— Power of acting on all creatures or
created beings ; the material necessities of life restricted
to such a degree that it would inspire us with fear to
imitate the example; the power of walking upon the
water and to annihilate the limits of space ; that of
breaking iron just as if the property of cohesion was
removed ; the power to acton all the elements, fire not
excepted ; the gift of healing the worst J>ossihlc diseases,
and finally, by particii>nting in the power of God, to
become His living images.

These, in brief terms, are the two higher orders recog-
nised in magic. If you read with attention the accounts
of history, you will find everywhere the facts here indi-
cated produced in reality, and that they have even
reached us via Judea, traversing the middle ages.
Nothing i~so easy as to confirm these facts, especially in
our times, when they are gradually reproduced again here
and thereona smallscale ; but we need entertain no doubt
jhatshortly they will be produced on a larger scale inorder

/ 1i humiliate the race of the savanth and to upset the
skeptics; it is also possible that we shall have vipcs
reviving, now unknown to us, but which have appeared
on the earth before ; for there will be to the end of time
a conflict between the two principles, that of good and
that of evil. Nothing absolutely new can make its
appearance on earth; no now seed has been added to
those which have already been sown on earth : that tohich
has been will be aguin, and that which is will disappear,
ill order to return again afterwurds. Such is the law of
destiny.

Men, do not revolt against the decrees of God, because
they are immutable, and you cannotchange or alter them
in the least. Has he not been generous in dealing with
you by endowing you with intelligence, that shining light
which discerns the good from the evil? And if you
Lrefer darkness to light, evil to good, who is responsible
for the choice! You have in you the divine germs,
develope them, and allow yourselves not to be seduced
by that science of the schools which can do nothing for
your happiness, for it is blighted and sutlers from sterility.
Would you follow guides without eyes or ears if you
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know they were deprived of those organs! No; cer-
tainly not. And still that is exactly what you are doing,
for you also neither see nor hear any longer. Go, there-
fore, to tho end ; follow these insensates to the grave;
die without knowing anything, like a vile flock of shoep!
. Thus would speak the man of God who
wishes to save you. But I, a humble instrumentin Hia
hands, | dare not have this audacity, this temerity. |
can only"guide you to the true science ; | can only show
you that this science also has its dangers, that the good
and the evil are also enclosed by it, and become easily
realised as cither one or the other.

In the following quotations, for the continuation of
which you will vainly seek in the works of modern phi-
losophy, you will find a still more precise indication of
the truth | have been teaching you than all those truths
and facta | have hitherto shown to you, and by following
these hints you will mostunerringlyarrive ata knowledge
of occult science and at the magic art which is its
consequence and result—

“ You will have to rise to the true light, and to the
pure paternal rays whence your soul emanated
clothed in abundant intelligence.”— Zoroaster.

“When, dropping this gross body of yours, you pass
over into the liberty of tho ether, you will become
a demi-god.”— Pythagoras.

“When the intelligence is well arranged or disposed,
she rises albovc matter; she compels all that is
material to obey her behests.”— A vicenna.

“ The soul exercises her empire by the transmission of
certain extremely subtle vapours. All this is not
understood by the profane crowd ; but there are
truths granted to, and demonstrated by, those phi-
losophers who are the gods of the earth."— Pom-
PONATIUS8.

NThere is a simple substance, immortal in itself, wise
rational, dominating, divining.”— T frtui-manus.

“And in this manner think of thyself, Tind Command
thy soul to go to a certain place, and it will be there
almost sooner than you ordered her to ¢0; com-
mand her to cross the ocean, and she will lie there
immediately, not as if passing from place to place
on foot, butas if on wings; command her to fly to
heaven, she will require no wings to get there,
nothing opposes her: not the fire of the sun, not
the elevation of theair, not the upper currents of the
atmosphere, not the revolution of the heavens, nor
the IxKlies of the stars; for, whilst penetrating all
tilings, she will fly to the ultimate object of her
search

if thou cncloscst thy soul

depresscst her, saying: |
can do nothing, | am afraid of the waters of the
sea, | cannot rise up to heaven, | do not know
what | was, | am ignorant of what | shall be.
What hast thou in common with God if thou canst
not comprehend any of those beautiful and good
things, being material as thy body, and evil! For
to deny God is the essence of all evil. But.to bo
able to know, to will, and to hope is the straight
and proper road to good, wide and easy to travel
forthee. Thatroad will be always open to thee and
licfore thee; thoushaltseeiteverywhere, see itwhen
thou least cxpectest it— waking, sleeping, travel-
ling by land or water, walking by day or by night,
whilst speaking or silent; for there is nothing in
the world which is not subject to the imagination
of the sepulchre.”

“And if the imagination is influenced from on high,
then she becomes the very efligy of truth ; so much
so, that without aid from on high she remains a
lying thing.”

“ Similarly, the visions of this imagination are real
images, which proceeding or emanating from the
archetype, find their echo in man, neither more nor
less than the rays of the sun which, dispersed in
tho air, can be collected in a concave mirror, or in
a phial of water, or in other figure or object re-
sembling it; and thence they again disperse them-
selves instantly by reflection as before ; and when
they passs through some coloured glass they appo-

in thy body and
understand nothing, 1
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rently assume the colour imparted to them, just
the same as God does with His sephiroths or orna-
ments, by the aid of which, being hidden in God
as to essence, he communicatee them to His crea-
tures, who otherwise could not perceive anything."

“All things are made by God, but life is the conjunc-
tion of thoughts with soul. Death is not the
annihilation or compound things, but only a disso-
lution of what was previously conjoined.”

“1 appear as a figure, not by the sight of the eyes,
but by the efficacy of intelligible properties and
virtues. | am in heaven, on earth, in the water,
in the air, in the animals, in the plants, in the
belly, before the belly, behind the belly—in short,
everywhere."

Here we have the veritable magic agent— the Soul!
You can only see it whilst united with matter; and it it
only thus that natural life operates supematurally, and
becomes moving imperceptibility. You will understand
its proper operations, and you will become circumspect
and use discretion when you once recognise that here is
buried a sacred mystery which it is not wise to show, or
reveal, to the

uProfanum vulgut.”
finis.

Tungamah, 19th July, 1884.

JOTTINGS FROM THE NORTH EAST.

T here is in Beechworth a branch of the Salvatjon Army
which was up to a few days ago under the Captaincy of
a gentleman by the name af Dean. While under this
officer’s supervision very strange events occurred among
the soldiers, principally the feminine portion, God, it
appears, according to the Salvationists, having seen fit
for the furtherance of the regeneration of mankind, and
consequent salvation, to place some of his soldiers in an
ecstatic or trance state, and while in that condition to see
and describe visions of heaven and hell. It appears
from the authority and visions of jthe “ Tranceites” that
is the future home of all believers, but more
many being seen by the
visionaries as being there robed in dazzling white, and
with wings of extra size, their Salvation brows crowned
with diadems of beauty, while their fingers vibrated the
strings of golden harps, in unison with their seraph
voices singing Salvation hymns. Each and all held in
their holy hands the inevitable palm branch. We all
know that no heaven would be fully fitted up without a
quantity of those leaves. And we are fully just
arriving at that conclusion by the latest
from Paradise that branches of the palm are still
and greatly so in distinguishing the holy from the unholy
— or, in other words, the Salvationists from the orthodox
scum. The description of the “ other place ” is terrible
in its intensity of terrors— it appears that it is chiefly
occupied of late years by Freethinkers and Sp ualists,
and such-like fry. The devil will notallow a Salvationist
to enter for fear he might try and convert some o f the
“ Devil’s own,” and thereby cause a revolution in the
kingdom. That the young women who profess to see
what they dcscribo are in a state of trance | have not
the slightest doubt, but I am also certain that they are
also under the control of some very low s ., who to
keep control and to satisfy the morbid religious ideas on
such topics, causes tho mediums to give descriptions and
utter words that are in reality the outcome of the ideas
of a vast number of the ignorant classes of which the
army is chiefly composed.

Heaven
especially of Salvationists,

used

Beechworth has been lately visited by a “ Faith-
healer" of the name ofWoods. This gentleman’s marvel-
lous gift can only have effect on Christians, and very
orthodox Christians too at that. It is imperative that
all who wish to be manipulated on must have an un-
limited quantity of “ faith,” or there will be no result
Mr. Wood’s method of trying to effect a cure is as
While he waved his hands round and about
uttered

follows.
*bo patient, and at the same time prayed or
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something like an incantation, the patient had to help
the operation by » faith,” whether in Mr. W. or Jesus |
do not know ; but | do know that | have not up to the
present heard of any *“.faith cure* having taken place,
the reason being, | suppose, the scarcity of that article
in the North-Eastern District, The good folks of
Yackandandah will shortly have a chance to get some of
the cobwebs of superstition brushed away from their
orthodox brains, the modus operand* being a lecture or
series of lectures having as their groundwork the Facts
and Teachings of Spiritualism. The opening lecture will
be given by a young gentleman who was for a length of
time an earnest exponent of the Church of Wesley
doctrines, but who after careful investigation has found
what he considers something better, and will give expres-
sion to that belief. | believe in his address or lecture,
the title of which— Spiritualism t\ Christianity—gives a
guarantee that the subject will be of great interest, and
from the lecturer’s known ability it will be treated in an
able manner.

SPIRIT INTERCOURSE.

Th* Wairarapa Standard of July 16th, contains areport
of Mr. Nation’s lecture on “ Spirit Intercourse " in reply
to the Rev. Mr. Stewart of that place, whose lecture we
referred to in our last. Mr. Nation ably reviews and
replies to the objections of Mr. Stewart and others and
concludes a very excellent discourse as follows :—

“ We have abundant proof in these days that the de-
parted ones can return, and if the subject is honestly
investigated the inquirer will be richly awarded. Drawn
first to examine the phenomena from motives of curiosity
you will soon learn that it is no bauble or parlor game
with which to amuse yourself, but a truth of infinite
importance to the whole humanrace. When your father
or mother, or brother or sister comes and gives you word
after word and sentence after sentence of the last hour of
death, describing to you circumstances in your history of
which tho medium is entirely unacquainted, and no other
is aware of this except the spirit purporting to
say nothing in the way of mesmerism,
or disease of tho nervous

soul
communicate— |
psychology, hallucination,
system can explain these facts away.

It has been said that many of the professional mediums
have proved frauds. Well, that does not prove that
Spiritualism is. You must remember that even among
the chosen disciples ofChrist there was a Judas. Ifyou
take the work which has been going on in the Wairarapa
you must confess that it has not been brought about by
any professional medium. Those who have embraced the
truth that spirits have the power to communicate with
earth have proved it'in their own homes. Millions of
Spiritualists have been made such, not through visiting
public seances or public mediums, but through the
mediumship of some loved child, or may be of wife or
husband. Time would fail mo to relate tho numbers of
instances that illustrate the truth of spirit intercourse,
but it is within the power of all present to prove that it
is “the most stujiendous and glorious thing of the age.”
I will, however, give you one instance. Not many
evenings since | was sittingwith a few friendsin my own
house investigating. One of the visitors was controlled
to give a message which related minutely the circum-
stances of a visit | made between 16 and 17 years ago to
a young woman who was dying. Even tho subjectof our
conversation was related and then came the name of the
individual, “ Alice King.” Now, the person through
whom this message came knew nothing of the circum-
stances, nor had they I>een mentioned in the house. |
said, “ If this is Alice King, tell me what it was you left
for me as a token of remembrance because of my visits
in your last hours1l” Immediately the hand of tho
medium was raised to the neck and the breast tapped
several times. It was right, and my wife went to another
room and brought a gold necklet, which I have had in
my possession all these years. There are those present
who can testify to tho truth of my statement, and |
think you must admit it was a remarkable case of

identity.
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But, my friend!, you who are intoretted in investi-
gating spiritual phenomena as a means of edification, let
mo say that you will find the progress of spiritualscience
contested at ovory step by unbelievers in spirit comma-
nion. Thoy will dispute your facta, deny your ability to
use your senses, attack your intellectual integrity and
alirifcst pronounce you morally depraved. Bo not dis-
mayed. This great truth will expand yet moro and more.
Keep your face* to the light, and it will spur you on to
grander and loftier attainments in tho endless progress of
the soul toward the boundless wisdom of the Creator.

Tuerb can be no question that Spiritualism is at present
a prominent subject of thought and discussion in the
Wairarapa. Theremarkablecharacter of the phenomena
has led to careful investigation, and now there isa desire
for combination. It is advertised that a meeting will be
held in Qrovtown next Monday to consider tho advis-
ability of forming an Investigation Society, and it is
hoped that all who are interested will attend. Those
persons who desire to pursue tho investigation with a
sincere and honest doiiro to ascertain tho truth, to treat
all ovidonco fairly and impartially will bo welcome. “A
true investigatorshould have honestintellectual methods;
should havo a judicious and well balanced mind ; should
be a fearless man ; should have the moral courage to
stand sturdily by his convictions, against all opposition ;
should be indifferent to all criticism, and should be pre-
pared and bo willing to defend his convictions against all
attacks, from whatever source coining.”— IFairai®pa
Standard, August 13th, 1884.

INFLUENCE OF THE UNSEEN WOULD.
Tiie following communication has been received from a
spirit purporting to bo that of Bichat;—

If over tho human race should come to recognise its
relations with the unseen, its conduct will be regulated
on principles, and directed to ends, altogether different
from those which it now pursues, or is guided by. The
firm conviction of another and a higher life will influence
its thoughts and guido its actions. Mon will not cease
to perform the worldly duties devolving upon them, but
they will regard these in their proper light, and will
assign to them their due measure and proportion, and
nothing more. They will not livo os if this transitory
existence wore tho be-all and tho end all. Thoy will not
heap up wealth with a muck-rake, in order thatit may
be squandered by dissolute offspring, or that their after-
comers may load a life of indolence and luxury, vice and
folly. They will not despise laliour and its products,
or think lightly of frugality and providence. But they
will make tho discovery that the true riches arc those of
tho mind and of the soul; and the truo ambition not
that of leaving the earth in the possession of so many
thousands or hundreds of thousands of pounds, of such
and such an area of its surface, or of so many houses or
mansions, but that of entering into anotherand a superior
phase of being, with a greater store of knowledge, with
moro wisdom, more love, a®more lofty and reverent con-
ception both of tho Infinite Spirit and of tho things of
eternity. Men w»fl be conscious that not only thoir
actions but their*houghts are witnessed by those whom
they havo knoWn in the flesh, and by tho higher intelli-
gences who are moving in the unseen ; and this con-
sciousness will modify and moderate both what they do
and what thoy think. 1t will give them higher aims,
and emancipate them from lower influences. They will
learn that, just as all original ideas enter into the human
mind by influx, so is itwith both good and ovil impulses;
and they will bo watchful over thoir own passions and
feelings, so that tho latter may not Ins perverted and de-
based by oxtornal corrruptcra and botrayois— by those
who, having led degraded lives whilo in tho body, and
having boon chained, as it were, by tho things of time
and 8enso, are still drawn earthward by thoir sympathies
and propensities, and are attracted towards persons of
like passions with themselves. 1t is thus with evil-
doers and with evil-thinkers of every description. The
entertainment of a malevolentor a malicious thought, by
any human being, draws around him those who were
evU in thoir lives, and who, in the unseen world, have
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notyet been purged and purified of their misdeeds—
have not expiated them— have not commenced the
upward path. And thus it is that evil grows ; thusit is
that misdeeds are stimulated, and that men are gradually
or suddenly led to the perpetration of crimoa from which
they would havo previously recoiled, and which they may
afterwards bewail and regret with unavailing remorse.
“ Something possessed mo to kill him, I cannot tollwhat;
it seemed as if the dovil entered into me, and struck the
fatal blowsuch has been the confession of many a
murderer. Tho wretched man came very near the truth.
Over and over again have the most fearful crimes been
committed under the influence of unseen agencica. They
were those of men and women who were murdererswhile
they were in the flesh, and whose homicidal tendencies
still continue. Not unfrequently they are directed against
those who havo injured them and havo earned their
hatred and vindictiveness. Is it not easy to see how
some, passing out of your life into ours, whilo nourishing
feelings of tho most rancorous animosity against an
enemy who may havo blasted their career, ruined thoir
fortunes, left an indelible stain on thoir good name, and
turned all tho current of their lives awry, will still
pursuo thoir adversaries who havo survivod thorn, will
be attracted towards their enemies still in tho flesh, and
seizing a favourable moment will impress tho latter to
inflict that vengeance which they, the iinprcssors, were
unable to wreak while clothed upon with the garments
of mortality.

Well might Jesus of Nazareth enjoin his disciples to
pray, "Lead us not”—or rather, “ ‘Suffer us not’'— to
fall into tomptation.” For in «the great cloud of wit-
nesses” by which you are compassed about are both
good and evil intelligences. 1t is tho mission of tho
latter, as ministers of the Divine Love, to strengthen
and assist thoso who call upon it. The prayer is promptly
answered, the help is immediately given. On the other
hand, tin-re are those who, as | have said, entering into
the spirit-world with thoughts and propensities of a
malignant nature, are powerfully drawn towards those in
the flesh whoso words and deeds are evil; and thus
human wickedness is strengthened and reinforced by
spiritual wickedness. Perhaps, you will say, why should
these things bo 1 Why should good and ovil alike have
power 1l Bccauso man is free—freo to accept tho good
or to reject it, to consort with evil or to ropol it. And
all evil, it must bo remembered, is transitory, good alone
is perpetual. Tho ono is light, tho other is shadow.
Life, everywhere, both where you are and where we are,
is an education, a discipline, a preparation. And the
terra of a singlo human life, what is it in comparison
with the duration of the human soull As a grain of
sand on the seashore, as a drop of water in relation to
the illimitable ocean. How can man, so limited and
conditioned as he is, comprehend what he calls “ the pro-
blem of evil2” It is notgiven to tho angels to fathom
the mystories or understand the designs of tho Infinite
Mind. Enough for them, and us, and you to know, that
everything in the boundless universe was created, is sus-
tained, and will bo preserved for ever and ovor, by One
who is Lovo, and whose goodness is commensurate with
His wisdom and power: to Whom bo all honour and
glory, both in earth and in heaven, both in tho material
world which is visible to you, and in the spiritual realms
which are apprehensible by us.

W e are in receiptof the Pacific Leader, a Californian
paper, which devotes a considerable portion of its space
to Spiritualistic matter. It contains among other
matters a lecture by the celebrated Temperance speaker,
John B.Gough,onhis"platform,and personal experiences,”
from which it is quite clear to us that ho is an " impres-
sionai medium.” Ho never prepares his subject, and
speaking of his persistent and uncontrollable nervous-
ness on first facing his audience, he says, "Now | do not
understand this at all : after the first few minutes the
sensation passes away, and then comes a consciousness of
power which excites and exhilarates, and brings a strange
thrilling sensation of delight.” Impressionai modi*
know what this sensation is, and recognise tho source
of it
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THE HIGHER BRANCH OF SCIENCE,
OB

MATERIALISM REFUTED BY FACTS;

Bv H. J. Buown*.

A paperread ot the Ilall of Science, Melbourne, on the evening
ofthe 16fA August, 1884, uhich was written with the intention of
(ting read at a meeting o f the Jtoyal Society of Victoria, butwhich
nas declined by the Council i f that conservative Association.

«'There are more things in heaven ami earth, Horatio, than are
dreamtof in jour philosophy."—S hakem-kabk.

My object in addressing you this evening is to bring
under your notice a subject that is attracting the atten-
tion of some of the greatest minds of the day, although
it is still ignored by the majority of men of science
owing to its unpopularity and the nonsense, error, and
fraud that have been mixed up with it by ignorant and
unprincipled people.

| have written in plain language so that there may be
no ambiguity about the matter under consideration, and
although some of my statements may not be complimen-
tary to scientific conservatives as a class, they are not to
lie taken as personal by any one present. It is not indi-
viduals, but false theories and presumptuous dogmatism
that | assail. 1 am fully aware of my inability to do
justice to a subject of such transcendent verities and of
such vast import to all, as the one of which I am about
to treat; therefore I claim your indulgence for any short-
comings on my part.

Owing to the comprehensiveness of the subject it will
Ibe impossible for mo to do more in this paper than to

happy to enlarge thereon at a future time.

| may observe, in the first place, thnt society is made
up of three leading classes, viz.:
those who believe in a spiritual existence merely on the
statements of others, without possessing any valid proof
thereof. M aterialists, or those who disregarding all
testimony do not believe in a spiritual existence from
want of proof, because they have never taken the
trouble to investigate the subject And Rationalists,
who know that there is a spiritual existence from facts
presented to their senses, having personally tested the
statements of others in regard thereto by patient and
earnest personal investigation.

Materialists, or as they generally term themselves,
Secularists, may be divided into two classes, viz.: Athe-
ists, or positive negationists, who deny that there is
anything besides matter; and Agnostics, or those who
say that they have no knowledge of anything beyond
matter, and that the attributes of matter account for all
the phenomena which we witness.

It is said that nine-tenths of the men of science of to-
day are Agnostics, which 1| hold is merely a milder and
more respectable name for Atheists or Materialists. They
tacitly hold that there is no such thing as soul or spirit;
that intelligence is the product of atomic force; that
without a brain composed of yellowish matter no intel-
ligence exists ; that when the matter and force of which
the physical body of man is constituted are dissolved,
his individuality is snuffed out like the flameof a candle,
because intelligence, they say, is entirely dependent on
molecular motion; that all life, feeling, ami sense are
duo to changes in tho same matter; that physical
matter is the sole basis and origin of thought and intel-
lect; that human actions are but the culminations of
laws that work in substances, and that throughout the
varied changes in matter, forms are assumed that decay
one by one, and os these forms mature, so the human
mind appears, in much the same way as a bubble on the
water, and disappear in like manner to aspark from a

Superstitionists, OF

furnace.

These dogmatic Agnostics, in fact, assert that matter
contains within itself the elements of motion and force,
of something which unfolds and dovelopes ; that matter
possesses the powers and potencies of all forms of life;

2797

that all vegetables and animals have risen spontaneously
from inorganic materials; that monera, or almost invisible
jelly specks are the self-acting primal ancestors of all the
forms of vegetable and animal life, including man ; that
from monera to man there is a hereditary thread running
through all forms of life; and thus they account for all
the phenomena which wo witness ; completely ignoring
the fact that man could have no knowledge of matter or
of force except through the senses, which Mesmerism
and Clairvoyance haveover and over again, under test
conditions, demonstrated tobe at times notdependent on
the physical organism.

Those who have witnessed the wonderful phenomena
of Mesmerism, Biology, Hypnotism, aud Clairvoyance,
know that the greatest powers of mind are manifested
when apparently not one of the physical senses are in
use. If the Clairvoyant, for instance, can see without
the aid of his physical sight, as | and hundreds of othera
have over and over again had demonstrated, then he
must possess an independentorganism in order to account
for the phenomena, and if in such cases the physical
senses are not indispensable, then | maintain that it is
only reasonable to assume that when man’s animal body
is dissolved through the change called death, he will still
possess those spiritual faculties of which the physical
organs were but the necessary mediums while he was on
the earthly plane of existence. And | hold that no one
has the right to deny the truth of Mesmerism. Biology,
Hypnotism, or Clairvoyance, who has not taken the
trouble to test their reality. One might quite as reason-
ably close his eyes in the daylight and then declare those
to be fools who kept theirsopen and saidlit was notdark.
People who, without investigation, deny the truth and
reality of Mesmerism and Clairvoyance resemble the
African chief who laughed at the missionary when the
latter told him that in cold countries water at times
becomes os hard and solid as a stone.

These conservative scientists are well aware, however,
that there are forces and phenomena in nature which
physical science knows nothing aliout, and still they
olwtinately refuse to investigate them, because they lead
to conclusions at variance with many of the generally
received theories of tho day ; also I*ecauso they know
that materialistic views, under the name of Agnosticism,
are now tolerated by the orthodox, who inconsistently
look with indignation on those who evince the slightest
sympathy with spiritual science.

These agnostic scientists, who presume to limit the
capabilities of man’s nature, are also aware that if once
they open their eyes to the truth and admit the occur-
rence of spiritual phenomena they will have to follow in
tho wake of those true scientists who have courageously
taken the lead in these subjects, and to give up many
false theories now held by them as scientific truths.

Theologians, on the other hand, as a rule, admit tho
occurrence of spiritual phenomena, but they, as presump-
tuously as the pseudo-scientists to whom 1 have been
referring, declare that the spiritual manifestations re-
corded os having occurred in olden times were the works
of God, ancr that those which are witnessed in the
present day are the works of another personage. Bo wo
have the sorry spectacle of one class of educated men
pronouncing spiritual phenomena os all a delusion, and
the other that they are a reality. Tis said, “ When Dn>.
differwho’s to decidet” To which 1 reply : rational and
sensible men who, notwithstanding its unjiopulurity, have
carefully and perseveringly investigated the subject, and
who consequently are far more competent to judge than
nre either those who, without examination, deny the
occurrence of spiritual manifestations, or those who lie*
lieve in them without even a particle of proof, resting
morely on the opinions of others Than this the height
of folly could no further go.

Any one who will take the trouble to investigate the
subject can satisfy himself as to the reality of tho
spiritual phenomena, so that their occurrence is not a
question of argument, but a verifiable fact. This being
the case, it is evident that those scientists who persist-
ently refuse to investigate, do not desire the truth, but
prefer their own foregone conclusions thereto. Well
might the eminent chemist, William Crookes, write, “ |
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confess | an surprised andpained at the timidity or apathy
shown by scientific men in reference to this subject.
Those scientific Materialista who uphold the dark
doctrino of mortal nothingness think that every-
thing is wrong that come* not within their own compre-
Vhension and relish, and hare even the presumption to
scoff at those who, after years of patient study and
investigation, have braved public scorn and ridicule, and
havo boldly nailed their colours to tho standard of unpo-
pulartruth. Simplybecausotlipseself-opinionatcdscientists

havo never witnessed any striking spiritual manifesta-
tion themselves, from their not having gone out of their
way to investigate the subject, they have the audacity to
assume that they have bounded all nature’s laws, and
they superciliously treat with contempt men equally
eminent with themselves in other branches of science,
ouch as Crookes. Wallace, Varlcy, Zollnor, and others,
I*ocauso, after careful investigation, tho latter have de-
clared in favour of spiritual science, or Modem Spiritu-
alism as it is commonly termed, which commences
where tho physical sciences leave off. Y et these spiritual
ignoramuses have tho presumption at times to express
their opinions and to dogmatise on this subject, of which,
with all their learning, they know as little ns does a
naked savage of Euclid, or a frogof differential calculus.

I maintain that it is the height of folly for either
Materialists or Theologians, who have not investigated
spiritual science, to scoff at those who have, or to put
their opinions against the experience of investigators of
tho subject; in other words, to put mere hypothesis
against ascertained facts. Thcso facts, doubtless, may
appear incredible to thorn, os they did to every investi-
gator before their demonstration ; but until opponents
to Modem S ualism have devoted an equal amount of
timo to the vestigation of the subject as have those
who attest these facts, their opposition is not only pre-
sumptuous but illogical. Bear in mind it is the authority
of facts, and not the authority of mero opinions, which
constitute sound theories. Sir Humphory Davy declared
that " Facts are more useful when they contradict, than
when they support received .theories.” And Sir John
Herschell wrote: “ Tho perfect observer of any depart-
ment of science will have his eyes, as it were, opened

that they may be struck at once by anyoccurrence which
according to received theories ought not to happen, for
theso are tho facts which serve as clues to new dis-
coveries.” Humboldt maintained that “ a presumptuous
skepticism that rejects facts without investigation of
their truth is, in somo respects, more injurious than
unquestioning credulity.” Paley, in his “ Evidences,"”
writes: “ Contempt prior to examination is an intel-
lectual vice, from which those of the greatest faculties
of mind are not freo. | know not indeed, whether tho
menof thegreatest faculties are nottho mostsubjoct to it.”
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alism is the germ of the greatest discovery and the
greatest revolution of human thought that any ago of
the world has witnessed Instead of being

a superstition itself, as some are disposed to think it,
they will find it the explanation and the extinguisher of
all superstition.” And Professor Butleroff; of St. Peters-
burg University, declares : that *etho recognition of the
reality of spiritual manifestations will very soon be the
inevitable duty of every honourable observer, and finally
of all humanity. This recognition will destroy many
of the present prevailing views; life andsciencewill have to
come to terms with Our old notions about the
essential nature of matter dissolve in the light of the
actuality of these facts, and new ideas present them-
selves of the endless varieties of degrees and forms of
existence.” Victor Hugo observes: " We see tho eyes
which death closes ; wc do notseo those which it opens.”
Professor Tait, of Glasgow University, says: that “ tho
great advance in the future in natural theology is to be
found in the corridor now opened up between science
and religion, not through the material world, but through
the immaterial. The reconciliation of conflicting schemes
of religious and scientific truth will bo found by inves-
tigating tho unseen universe. That avenue has been
walled up; there has been placed over it, in tho name of
both science and religion, ‘No thoroughfare this way.'
In the twentieth century that wall will be thrown down
from turret to foundation-stone, and scientific and re-
ligious thought will be reconciled by an appeal to the
realities of tho unseen world.” Another writer states:
" Spiritualism shatters with its tiny ‘ rap’ the marble
image which Materialism has sot up for humanity."
Professor Mapcs declares : that “ if after making every
allowance for tho incongruities, falso theories, fanaticism
nnd the common errors attached to Spiritualism, only
ten per cent, of the wide prove true and impregnable, it
is still as sound a science as chemistry was at the begi
ning of this century, which has thrown aside ninety per-
cent. of tho teachings then racoivced as truths.” And

M. Guizot observes : “ The Spiritualists of our day have

given to their researches and to their ideas a character
really scientific. They have introduced into the study of
man, and of the intellectual world, the method practised

with so much success in the study of man and of the

material world; that is to say, they have taken the

observation of facts as the point of departure and the
constantguide of their investigations.

I may hero observe that not only all theories, but also
all facts, which have not accorded with popular opinion
and received theories have been ignored, if not opposed
by the dominant intellectual party inall countries and in
every age. Anything that has not harmonised with
their preconceptions and prejudices has been denounced
as impossible, false, unscientific, and opposed to natural

J. B. Angeli recommends all to “ heed well the emphaticlaw; and scientists have in this respect been almost as

lesson of the nineteenth century, which is to thoroughly
investigate* subject, however strange, U-forc condemning
it.” La Place statgs: “ W e are so far from knowingall the
agents of nature, and their various modes of action, that it
would notbophilosophical todeny any phenomenon merely
because imouractual state of knowledge thoy are inexplic-
able.” TOckcry, in reply toa party ofscientists,remarked:
“It ‘till very well for you who have never probably
witnessed spiritual manifestations to talk as you do ; but
had you seen what | have witnessed you would hold a
different opinion.” Professor A. Mahon, writes: “ Wo
shall admit the facts claimed by Spiritualists. W e admit
tho facts for the all-adequate reason that after careful
inquiry, we have lieon led to the conclusion that they are
real. We think that no candid inquirer who carefully
investigates can como to any other conclusion.” Crom-
well Variey, F.R.S., declares: “1 know of no instance,
either in tho new or old world, in which anyclear-headed
man who has carefully examinikl tho phenomena has
failed to become a convert to the spiritual hypothesis.”
Dr. Rogers writes: “Tho whole body of the phenomena
of Spiritualism offers to tho philosopher a new view of
man and his relation to the sphere in which he lives, by

neglecting which tho deepest mysteries of the human
being are left unsolved.” Dr. Robert Chamber*, the
author of the “ Vestiges of Creation,” states : “ Spiritu-

intolerant and dogmatic as theologians. The man, how-
ever, is only a pseudo-scientist who is afraid of any
newly discovered truth atvariance with received theories,
who persistently ignores or denies well-attested and
repeatedly verified facts merely because they are inex-
plicable by tho generally known laws of nature, and who,
from a contemptiblo pride of intellect, obstinately refuses
to investigate that which he fears will overthrow or
modify long-cherished theories of science.

It is a curious fact disclosed by history that in all ages
among those of the highest intellectual culture there has
always been the most prejudice, the greatest bias
of thought, and tho larger number of conventional
obstacles against the acceptance of any newly discovered
truth not in accord with popular opinion; and the same
may be said today of Spiritualism, which completely
upsets some of the darling preconceptions of those false
scientists who cherish intellect without soul
without spirituality.

Facts of a rare or extraordinary character have, as |
have observed, invariably encountered obstinate denial
at the hands of both theologians and scientists. The
attitude of tho world has, in fact, ever been against
newly discovered truths ; which have, at first, the lotof
struggling againstold beliefs and cherished theories; and
those truths demonstrated through spiritual science

and reason
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cannot certainly be said, with truth, to be exceptions to
this general rule. The fact that spiritual phenomena
have been accepted after the fullestinvestigation by many
of thosewho represent every phase of modem thoughtand
advancement, notwithstanding that they entered upon
the investigation of Spiritualism for the express purpose
of exposing it, believing it to be a gross delusion, should
in itself be sufficient to justify Materialists in investi-
gating it before they presume to denounce it as all fraud
and humbug.

Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace, the eminent naturalist,
who shares with Darwin the credit for having submitted
to popular consideration the evolution theory, writing of
the opposition and prejudice with which discoveries at

variance with popularopinion have at firstbeen received,
remarks: “ It is not necessary to do more than refer to
the world-known names of Galileo, Harvey, and Jenner.
The great discoveries they made were, as we know,
violently opposed by all their scientific contemporaries,
to whom they appeared absurd and incredible ; but we
have equally striking examples nearer our own day.
When Benjamin Franklin brought the subject of light-
ning-conductors before the Royal Society he was laughed
at as a dreamer, and his paper was not admitted to the
philophical transactions.

When Young put forth his wonderful proofs of the
undulating theory of light, ho was hooted at as absurd
by the popular scientific writers of the day. The Edin-
burg Review called upon the public to put Thomas Gray
into a straight-jacket for maintaining the practical
of railroads. Sir Humphry Davy laughi-d at the idea
of London being ever lighted with gas. When Stephen-
son proposed to use locomotives on the Liverpool and
Manchester railway, learned men gave evidence that it
was impossible they could even go twelve miles an hour.
Another great scientific authority declared it to I>e
equally impossible for ocean steamers ever to cross the
Atlantic. The French Academy of Science ridiculed
the great astronomer Arago when he wanted even to dis-
cuss the subject of the electric telegraph. Medical men
ridiculed the stethescope when it was first discovered.”
The celebrated French scientist, Lavoisier, | may add,
laughed at the idea of aerolites or meteoric stones, and
settled the question, satisfactorily to himself, by declaring
that as “ there are no stones in the sky, none conse-
quently fall to the earth.”

I may here observe that there is in the Melbourne Uni-
versity Museum partofa meteoric stonewhich weighsover
half a ton. Such a lesson as this should not be lost on
our materialistic friends, who should in future show
more circumspection in their systematic denial of that
with which they are evidently totally unacquainted, for
it demonstrates the folly of people ridiculing or denying
extraordinary facts merely because they have not oc-
curred under their own eyes, or because the explanation
given of them does not coincide with their opinions.

When we see so much false prejudice against any dis-
coveries which upset received theories on the part of
men claiming to be scientists, can wo wonder at theolo-
gians as a rule I>cing so opposed to the facts brought to
light by Modern Spiritualism, through which the errors
and delusions which they uphold will in time I>e sup
planted by the light of truth and reality? It was, | may
also observe, seventy years after Harvey made known
his great discovery of the circulation of the blood before
the French Academy of Medicine acknowledged its
truth, and, owing to the false prejudice and intolerance
that exist, it will probably be many years yet. licfore the
truths brought to light by spiritual science will be goner-'
ally accepted. It is, however, only a matter of time, for
facts arc stubborn things, and error is transient, while

truth is eternal.

In regard to the momentous question, “ If a man die
shall ho live again ?” If physical science Ie consulted
she stands with drooping wings looking down into the
dark grave, and answers: “ The knowledge is not with
mo ; | am educated only in the past; | trace man front
the primordial fires, through the granite rock, on through
the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms to the
grave; | can sec no farther.” Spiritual science alone
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c *olvf prob~rtn, jrt Agnostic and th. gonermlit,
of Theologians foolishly refuse to investigate it.

Aa, however, the doctrines so long and obstinately
held by the Church as to the earth being flat, and ita
constituting the centre of the universe, had to succumb
to geographical aud astronomical demonstration to the
contrary, so the equally false materialistic theory that
matter is all, will have to give way in time to natural
facts, troth, and reason, for, as has been wisely remarked:
“ Opinions must bow to facts, not facts to opiniona”

Prejudice and bigotry unfortunately are still, as they
have been in the past, the two great kamors to scientific
and religious progress. As the poet truly writes:

“ Nothing mak« men more drank than prejudice:
It »huts their cars and srals up both their ejta ;
Reason it drags in fetters from its throne;
Truth it expels, and error reigns alone.”

While many of those who have never investigated
spiritual science inconsistently assert that immortality is
only a dream and matter the only reality, those who have
done so maintain that continuity of' life I*yond the
change called death is capable of proof by all who will
investigate the matter with patience and earnestness;
that the physical lcody of man is evanescent ; also that
psychology is a rational and demonstrative science con-
structed not of abstractions, but of realities accessible to
the inquiries of all men. | may add that in these state-
ments | am supported by the results of a lengthened ami
world-wide experience.

Objectors to the reality of spiritual phenomena «an
only urge that they do not believe they occur merely
I>ecause they have never witnessed them. In thus argu-
ing they resemble the man whom three witnesses swpre
they saw pick a lady’s pocket! who, when asked by the
judge if he had anything to say why sentence should not
lie passed on him, replied that he could produce twenty
witnesses who could swear they did not see him do it
Any fool can deny that the transit of Venus took place,
but it would take a clever man indeed to give valid
reasons for such denial. It is the same in the case of
the spiritual phenomena, which even some who have
witnessed them may for interested purposes deny, but
this does not effect their reality with honest investigators
who have over and over again witnessed them under
test conditions, though it doubtless will Ibe other-
wise with the ignorant and biassed who are only too
glad to have their prejudices confirmed, even at the ex-
pense of their intelligence and their honesty.. Those who
admit the phenomena, but question their spiritual origin,
.should be prejiared to suggest a more rational hypothesis
to account for their occurrence I«efore they contradict
others of greater experience in the matter than them-

selves.

The innumerable hypotheses which from timo to time
have been suggested toaccount for the phenomena, make
a far greater demand on our imagination than doi-s tho
simple s ual explanation, than which no other has
been found to cover all the phenomena. In fact tho
utter absurdity and glaring improl>ahility of most of tho
hypotheses which opponents to Modern Spiritualism have
at \jrious times put forth to account for the phenomena
evi*e the strong animus that jropularly exists against
the subject, and shows to what lengths unscrupulous
men will go to disprove attested facts which give the lie
to their pet but erroneous theories. These sclf-condem-
natory hypotheses are, however, received with eagerness
by the public press and by those who, from ignorance of
spiritual real s or from selfish purposes, an- opposed
thereto; but to those who have investigated the subject
these absurd suggestions are viewisl in their proper light,

» e., as flagrant insults to reason and common sense,
which only the prejudiced would tolerate for an instant.

refer to muscle-feeling, thought-reading, unconscious
cerebration, latent thought, reflex action of the brain,

etc., etc. . . S
The popular idea that magnetism or electricity causes

the various spiritual manifestations is, to all who have
witnessed them, too absurd to merit a moment’s con-
sideration, and will continue so until it can be demon-
strated that magnetism and electricity can generaté
rationality, personate a thinking being, and play the part



2800

of a sentient, moral agent. One might as reasonably
assert that electricity indites all the messages received
through the telegraph-wires, as to argue that magnetism
or electricity is the cause of spiritual phenomena.

I freely grant that thoro have been an immense amount
of nonsense gross misrepresentation, and numerous
cases of fraud and imposture connected with the modem
spiritual movement; but it must be admitted that where
thoro is much smoke there must be some fire, and that a
forged bank-note only proves that there must have been
a genuine one to copy from.

is it reasonable, lot mo ask, to refuse to investigate
this subject merely because a number of unprincipled
people have, for selfish purposes, turned impostors under
the cloak of being spiritual mediums or exposers thereof,
and have thereby deceived some who were investigating
the subject! Should we not rather, as rational beings,
act in this matter as we do in all others, viz., select the
true and reject the false, proving all things and holding
fast to that which is good ?

That there are contemptible and irrational Spiritu-
alists, as there are in every class of students of the
physical sciences, | admit; but as this does not affect
the mutter under consideration 1 shall not enlarge
thereon, as | could do to some purpose. | also admit
that some of the phenomena ascribed by the ignorant to
disembodied spirits have no connection therewith, and
that the powers of the human inind, under abnormal
con ons, are but imperfectly known ns yet; still, with
all this wo possess ample evidence that disembodied
spirits are the chief factors in the production of most
of the spiritual phenomena which non-investigators so
foolishly ridicule. | must not, however, be too severe
upon them, as | did the same myself before the reality
of the phenomena was demonstrated to me, much indeed
to my surprise, for | used to think that to 1« a Spiritu-
alist one required a good stock of credulity, which I am
not generally credited with, having cast it overboard
some twenty years ago, when | exchanged blind faith
for reason, and fiction for facts. | am fully aware from
experience, however, that my facts will be disputed, my
ability to use my senses denied, and my intellectual
integrity attacked by the opponents of Spiritualism ; but
1am in good company, and am too old a soldier on the
tattleficld of truth to be silenced by such tactics. |
speak that which | know, and testify of that which
1 have seen and heard, "impugn it whoso list." Cauvil,
ridicule, or denunciation, cannot affect demonstrable
facts.

Owing to the unpopularity of Spiritualism and the
prevailing ignorance on the subject, the newspapers
frequently publish the frauds and impositions practised
by the unprincipled people | have referred to, and en-
deavour to cast ridicule on the whole affair ; while the
genuine manifestations witnessed arc seldom,
reported in the public press; popular misrepresentation
of, and repugnance to, Spiritualism is but the natural
outcome of this one-sided conduct on the part of the
press. Another very prevalent misconception is that
investigators of spiritual arience are a superstitious lot
of people. Surely the relying on the evidences of one’s
senses and on the observation of facts does not consti-
tute superstition? | intain that notwithstanding the
unpopularity of the subject, there are, comparatively
speaking, as manydistinguished scientificand literary men
in favour of Modern Spiritualism as there are against it,
nine-tenths of whom have entered upon its investigation
ns i have said, for the express purpose of exposing it’
believing it to 1« a gross delusion, but who are now some
of its most ardent advocates.

if ever,

In former times, all spiritual or occult phenomena
were looked upon as supernatural or miraculous occur-
rences ; they are and have always been the result of
natural law; for every spiritual manifestation that has
ever taken plnce has occurred in strict accordance with
tixed and inexorable laws, and as every effect must have
its preceding and adequate cause, | hold that a miracle
either in ancientor modem days, is adelusion; the words
miraculous and supernatural being merely terms used by
man to vindicate his own ignorance. It appears, how-
ever, that nothing short of a miracle will satisfy the
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majority of Materialists, for they require that spiritual
phenomena shall be shown them to order without the
necessary conditions being complied with. Is is reason-
able, let me ask, to object to spiritual manifestations
because certain conditions are required to be observed
before they can be witnessed 1 Do these manifestations
differ in this respect from anything else within the
domain of science ; can, for instance, an ordinary photo-
graph I>e produced without certain conditions being
observed ? or can a telegraph message be obtained unless
the necessary conditions are present? If not, why should
any sensible man object to investigate the subject on
such irrational and unscientific grounds ?

Spiritualism, I admit, is a science that is as yet very
imperfectly understood by its most advanced investi-
gators, but it should be borne in mind that every branch
of science has at one time occupied a similar position ;
it is, therefore the heightof folly to ignore it on this
account. The credentials which spiritual science has to
offer are indisputable facts— facts as hard and stubborn
os those which have been ascertained through the investi-

gation of any of the jphysical sciences. The witnesses
of these facts number thousands or even millions, and
the character of many of these witnesses is unimpeach-
able ; and further, os | have already stated, no hypothesis
other than the simple spiritual explanation has yet been
suggested that will cover all the spiritual phenomena.

"The world U waking from its phantom dreams
To know reality from that which seems.”

u (To be continued.)

THE MATERIALISTIC SIDE OF THE QUESTION.

The above portion of Mr. Browne’s lecture, Material-
ism refuted by facts, is published verbatim. We are
unable to find space for Mr. Symes’ reply of which a ver-
batim report was taken by our reporter, but the following
condensation contains the gist of that portion of it
corresponding with that part of Mr. Browne's appearing
in this issue, omitting noimportant point. It will lieseen
that there is nothing new in the argument, which displays
as is usually the case with those who opposo the
spiritualistic position a very superficial knowledge of the
subject.

Mr. Symes, in replying to Mr. Browne, said that the
latter had complained about the prejudice of people, but
it was just possible that he (Mr. Symes) might be as
unprejudiced as Mr. Browne. He came there an absolute
unbeliever in Spiritualism, and all that he had heard had
not moved him; he wasjust os much an unbeliever as
when he came in. Not a single fact had been brought
forward ; lib had I>cen struck with the want of them.
W hy had he not given facts instead of mere generalities,
and the beliefs of Mr. Crookes and a variety of other
gentlemen for whom he had great respect, but ho hoped
respectdid not bind him to swallow what he considered
their superstitions. Mr. Browne had said that facts
would be exhibited in publicin time to come which would
convince all. Why did they not come at once so as to
put an end to all this controversy ? Materialism had not
been refuted. It stood where it did before, a rock which
all the criticism in the world would not get rid of.
Materialists held that there was no thought without
material, without a brain, or something approaching a
brain in constitution. He saw no reason to give that
I>elief up. He had been distressed to see Mr. Browne
struggling to get away from matter. He could not do
it. When he did get away from it he would be nobody
at all, and nothing atall. Mr. Browne had talked about
man having no knowledge except through his senses, only
to deny it, putting forward clairvoyance as showing that
we could have knowledge without the organs which we
usually term our senses. He (Mr. Symes) was notafraid
to test his own belief, and ho was willing to put a five
pound note between the leaves ofa book he had at home,
and the note should become the property of any person
who would tell him its number, the numbers of the pages,
and the title of the book. If they could not do this, he
would be fully convinced that it was all a boast. Hi*
own opinion was that Spiritualism was all jugglery on
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tho one side, and mistake on the other. He did not
cliargo Spiritualists with dishonesty, though Mr. Browne
admitted there was a good deal of it He thought that
when they had dealt with the dishonesty, tho wholo of
tho remainder would resolve itself into illusion. Mr.
Browne complained that so many people scoffat these
things, but he thought thatridicule was the proper thing
to bring tobearupon it. He believed in ridicule, because
that which could stand scoffing was true, and he did not
think a man who had got a truth would grumble at being
ridiculed. He did not think he could afford to accept
tho ovidenco of Spiritualism, bocause if he did, if ho
accepted whatMr. Browne had been preaching, howould
havo to accept the old witchcraft, he must accept
« possession,” that devils got into a man, and caused all
his diseases, (according to the Now Testament); he would
have to believe the stories of jugglers that he had read,
he would have to believo that there was something be-
yond matter in all that. But he confessed he could not
afford to swallow it all, for he fancied the result would
bo to upset his power of distinguishing between what
was probable, and whatwas improbable. W e would have
to swallow the stories of the Arabian Nights, Gullivers
Travels, and so forth, for ho could not see how you could
stop logically in the one coso if you go the whole way in
tho other. Mr. Browne would object to prejudice ; but
it was only prejudice that would stop you in the onocose,
if you accepted the other. Then he wished to ask seriously
what dependence could people put in Spiritualism—
he meant outsiders like himself— when there wasso much
imposture connected with it, whence found exposures
over and over again, when wo found that the conditions
in many seances were such as no rational man could
submit to unless he was prejudiced initsfavor. .Suppos-
ing that astronomy hud come buforo us showing imposture
running right through it, what dependence could wo put
in"astronomy until we could independently investigate
the subject! The same with regard to physiology, the
circulation of the blood, and chemistry. It was true
there had been impostures connected both with astronomy
and chemistry. In the formercose itwas in the direction
of astrology. But the pftawmeiia were not doubted, they
were patent to everybody. In regard to chemistry tho
imposture* was carried on for the sake of money (much
tho samo, no doubt, as it was in this, particular case,) but
the two coses were not parallel, and he wished to know,
if there were no facts beyond what might bo imposture,
by wimt right they were called upon to give their full
credence, until the Spiritualists could give them some-
thing more—independent testimony, independent facts.
Then they would investigate it But as long as they all
come in the same mould, and the same shape, only through
tho testimony of people who felt strongly thereon, what
dependence, he asked, could I>0 placed on it? Ho had
been amused at Mr. Browne’s bringing up to tho book of
Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace, lie hud road this, and had
never seen a bookso weak inall his life. He found there,
dressed up as Spiritualism, tho old fashioned rubbish of
apparitions that he had been familiar with all his life
long, und dressed up as inspirational orations a jumble
of literature that he had been familiar with almostas long
as ho could remember, and this was put forward as

evidence of Spiritualism.

Mr. Browne had referred to Galileo, Harvey, Franklin,
and others, and how they had boonopposed. Quitoright;
but hud they over heard of anyone trying to prnctico
imposture with Galileo’s tolescojK*, or of any discoveries
of this, that, and the other thing, which you had to
accept on his testimony, or not atall? Had they ever
known anyone who tried imposture with reference to the
circulation of the blood 1 Ilad theyever run side by side
with the facts of electricity and galvanism a world of
imposture and jugglery so exactly like it that you could
not distinguish one from tho oilier? It so, he would
admit there was a parallelism. But it seemed to him
there was no parallel at all. Tho facts woro patent and

*Alchemy, or the transmutation of the baser metals into Rold,
is no doubt referred to by thospeakc. but Ihu hardly descrv.s o
be termed imiKature, for it wan an object earmstly and sincerely
eought by many of the earlier chemists, and even by some whctc
namra are still among the meat illustrious.
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public; everybody invited to have a look atthem; every-
body convine«! when they did look. But in the caae of
iSpiritualism, Hiero liad been scientist* who had inveati-
gated, and come away fully convinced that the whole
thing was imposture and delusion. Electricity had won
its way. Let Spiritualism do the same. If the facts
were so plentiful, why not knock the world down with
them.

It was said that Spiritual science cleared up the
question of the soul and its future, but with all due
respect to Mr. Browne he must say he did not believe it.
He had seen no fact to warrant ityet. It seemed to hiui
that the future was as durk as ever. No one had ever
seen a spiritnor handled one, they did not know what
spirit was, and he defied them to puta meaning into the
word, when they had taken all the materialUtic meaning
out of it There was no evidence of the existence of
spirit, for even supposing he granted the phenomena,
what they called spirit would only be a more ratified form
of matter. Mr. Browne admitted that, but he (the
speaker) doubted whether Mr. Browne had got spiriteven
granting his phenomena, and he very much doubted his
phenomena, oxcopton theground ofjugglery and illusion.
Ho had seen thought reading tricks performed, also
releasing from ropes and liandcufls, and ho wanted to
knovywhat tho Spiritualists had to say when these things
were done by people who say that spirits have nothingin
the world to do with them. Why had not Mr. Browne
brought some apparatus or some arrangement, and given
them the facts there on the platform. Bodies, Mr.
Browne said, were the adumbrations of spirits. He
very much doubted that, did not know of uny fact in
support of it. It was only a poetical expression, and
they did not criticiso poetical expressions. Mr. Browne
was drawing upon his imagination in speaking of what a
man desired after death. He believed that this Ufo was
satisfying to any man. lk-side, a longing for immortality
was no evidence that we were to live for ever, any more
than the fact that he might want to live a thousand years
here, was any proof that he should do so. He also said
that thought was not a function of the brain. It all
depended upon wimt was meant by function. If Mr.
Browne meant that there wus thought without brain, ho
wanted the ovidenco. He had never met with it, and
was not aware that anybody else had. Mr. Browuo had
spoken of an unbroken continuity of consciousne*. He
absolutely denied that any man ever hod an unbroken
continuity of consciousness. Our consciousness was
interrupted day by day, sometimes hour by hour, and in
some cases it had been interrupted for a year together
where there had been a serious lesion of tho brain.
What became of continuity of consciousnessthoul Then
what did Mr. Browne mean by consciousness? Was it
one and indivisiblet Ho maintained that it was mani-
fold. There was consciousness of sights, of sounds, of
feelings, of tastes, of smell, of hopes and fears, of pains
and pleasures. All these consciousness co-ordinated in
the same individual, just os all the bodily oigans co-
ordinated in the sain/individual too; but it was no more
one consciousness, than lie was all one organ. Where
was the personal identity, and what it did consist of.
Mr. Browne had undergone a change. Neither of them
were the same men as tlioy were twenty yoanrago. Ho
admitted that the continuity hail been perfect enough to
warrant him in calling himself Browne now and Browne
then, 'but he was after all only a succession of what
had then been, and not the same pereon either in body or
mind. Another point, it was only after Mr. Browne
Imd been born and grown that his consciousm-ss began.
If he had never been Uni, and never got his matter, he
would never have got hisspiriteither. Mattercontrolled
spirit, and spirit was dependent on matter. Mr. Browne
had said that Phrenology proved Spiritualism. Ho did
not believe much in Phrenology, but if lie rightly under
stood them, tho Spiritualists contended that spirit was
romething superior to matter; in that cose spirit would
mould the brain, and would never be content with a bad
brain, or a liad skull, but would make the best possible
in every case. Thu very fact that spirit is cramped and
conditioned in the skull by matter showed that thospirit
is not the master but the sonant, that it is subordinate
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and not controlling. Many who used the microscope had
no doubt wen under it what was termed a plasted, a tiny
speck of jelly, having properly epeaking, no organ*, and
of no particular shape, in fact exhibiting a variety or
shape\while you were looking at it. It was alive, or it
could not do that, and it must Imj spirit, he presumed.
Was it conceivable that a spirit, bright and intelligent,
so vastly superior to matter, would consentto be confined
in a bit of rubbish like that! How could you induce a

t, independent and free, to get into the brain of an
£ , or to remain in the brain of an insane person, for
instance | All that showed that spirit was something
beneath matter.

(To be concluded next issue.)

Co Corrrsponbrnts.

Communications intendedfor this Journal should be
written legibly, and on one side of.the jtaper only.

GERALD MASSEY'S POEMS.

TO THE EDITOR OP TIIE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,— | noticed with a good deal of pleasure a review in
your last number of Gerald Massey and his writings as a
poet, which article is quoted from The Radical Review ;
but to my astonishment | find the c confining him-
self entirely to a notice of Massey’s earlier poems, and
from the expressions he uses I am inclined to think that
although he claims a personal acquaintance with Massoy,
he must lie ignorant of the fact that Massey has published
most beautiful poemssince the issue of his work containing
“ The Ballad of Bal»e Chrystabel,” Ac. He quotesfreely
from this book, but I find notthe least allusion to a more
recent work entitled, “ A Tale of Eternity, and other
Poems,” by (Jerald Massey, concerning which Massey
himself says, "That was received by the Press with a
lifting of deprecatory hands in ignorant horror, and a
silonce so great it seemed conscious of a conspiracy to
make the poem still-born. And why, seeing that it was
iny deepest-rooted, highest-reaching, widest-branching,
most sustained bit of work in verse T Ib-cause it had the
taint of Spiritualism.” Can that be the reason this
critic in the Radical Renew also ignores this work t
However that may be, the book contains other poems,
which, though deeply spiritual in their tone, as all true
poetry must 1c, still would not bo defined as “ Spiritual-
tic.” Such are, “ A Poet’s Love-letter,” “-Via Orucis
via Lifcis,” “ In Memoriam,” “ Pictures in the Fire,"
" A Letter in Black,” Ac. | may be error in thinking
these poems are of a later date than is possibly the case,
but when this critic says of Massey, *“his intense
genius was exhausted in the first ecstacy of free-
dom, like some ambitious tree, that spends its
lifo-time vigour in one exuberant fruitage, and is barren
evermore,"” and when he gontihes himself, as | said before,
solely to quotations from the first-published of Massey’s
poems, it is a reasonable conclusion to suppose he knows
nothing of MasseyVlater ones. “A Tale of Eternity”
and the poems bound up in the same volume deservo to
bo far lietter known than they are, for though the sub-
ject treated in a “Tale of Eternity ” is a painful one,
instruction is given therein that people who reckon them-
selves to be far better than murderers, would do well to
lay to heart, and it is full of most beautiful and comfort-
ing passages, of which with your permission 1 will give
a short example.:—

" This human life is no mere looking-glass,
In which Ood secs His shallows chye pass.
He dill notstart the |»eiiduluiu of Time
Togo by Law, with one great swing sublime;
IU-Bting Himself in lonely toy apart ;
Hut to each pulseof life in heating heart.
And ns a Father sensitive, isstirred,
I»v falling sorrow, or heart-winged word.

In this vast universe of worlds no waif

Of spirit holes to Him. but lloateth safe.

No prayer so lonely but is heard on high ;
And if a soul should sigh, ami lift an eye.
lie keeps that soul from sinking with a sigh.
All life, down to the worm beneath the sod,
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Hath spiritual relationship to God—
The Life of Life, the love of all, in all;
Lord of the large and Infinitely small."

It i* not fair to the genius of Massey that such a work
as this should be slurred over withoutnotice or comment
in an article professing to review his poems, and | truit
that this volume of most originol and exquisite poetry
will not long remain so unknown as it seems to bo at
present. | may mention that | have twice purchased
the book, and on each occasion | had to order it direct
from England, not being ablo to obtai t in the colony,
and at present | am pretty well aware no bookseller in
Adelaide has it for sale, though one informed me the
other day it was his intention to order several copies, aa
the arrival of Mr. Massey as adistinguished lecturer will
naturally draw attention to his works, | trust this letter
will not be deemed out of place.

I am, dear Sir,
Yours truly,

Adelaide, Aug. 18th, 1884. AM.M .B.

[Mr. Massey’s Poetical Works are mostly out of print.
During his long seclusion, whilst his mind has been ab-
sorl>cd in the study of Egyptology, Ac., he appears to have
neglected business matters and most of the present decade
only know him by repute or by seeing an occasional
quotation from his Poems.— Ed. Harbinger ofLight.]

SPIRIT COMMUNION EXTRAORDINARY.

TO THE EDITOR OP THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

Sir,— The following incident may be interesting to your
readers. It happened to mo last night, July 17th, in
Rockhampton. | hail been out visiting all the evening,
returning home at 9.50 p.m.
to going to bed.

I got this only, and did not think much of it at the
moment—

“Hina” (my spirit-guide) “will come to you in tho
morning. She is glad you are so much happier. What-
ever comes receive, i.«., obey.” Little did | think what
was comingi!! 1 rose from seance and went to bed.
For some time | could not sleep ; at last | was dropping
off into sleep when suddenly I heard a voice calling mo
loudly by my name.

“ Mr. F.l" said the voice.

I was wide awalco in an instant, sprang out of bed’
thinking a summons had come from some patient or
other, opened the front door— nobody there, went to tho
back door, nobody ther$ either. Then 1 discerned that
I had been clairaudient, and that a Spirit Power had
been speaking to me calling me by name loudly.

Hastily dressing again, | went to seance at 12 mid-
night precisely, and after sonic delay the following was
given under control. It seemed as if the spirit did not
at first understand how to control. That was my impres-
sion at the time. Then followed this —

“ 1 will tell you) Mr. F., you will be so kind to do mo
good byc-and-bye by telling tho people, and us spirits
earth-bound, what it is you know from your spirit-com-
fnunion. You have got great truths. Declare it to us
who would not listen to you in the earth-life. 1 have
justleft the earth-world, and am sorry | refused to listen
to you. They have told me to come to you for teaching,
for I and others too are in darkness in the spirit-world,
and you can give us Light."

I replied at once, “ Very well, friend, next Sunday
afternoon, fourth day from to-night, I will address tho
people and any of you who may be invisibly present at
iloclock p.m.”

I then went to bed again, and got some sleep at lost.

Taking the two messages together, | see clearly that
the injunction, “ Whatever comes, receive,” had reference
to the second spirit-messago alxSiit to be given in this
extraordinary way. | am therefore notgoing to disregard
it. Most certainly not. | shall only be too glad to aid
spirits in darkness into God’s glorious light, <hithor in-
carnated or disincarnated.

I went to seance previous
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But what nextf What will come of all thisf la the
spiritual fire which has brokenout in New Zealand about
to be lighted again in Rockhampton, Queensland ? May
the Supreme grant an earnest prayer that so it may be!
If it does break out in Queensland, it shall never be
‘“2ed’ UNITARIAN MINISTER.
July 18th, 1884.

INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS.

TO THE EDITOR OP THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

The evident pleasure which every reader of my last
contribution evinced gives me the confidence of a success
achieved, and as its chief merit lies in the nature of the
experiences recorded, | trust that my ambition to fur-
nish moro of my “ researches” will be accepted as that
of a servant to the progress of truth, which, in spite of
recent beautiful theoretical and speculative attempts,
rests as yet chiefly on further accumulation of the phe-
nomenal basis. I hope too that my step, induced by
M A. (Oxo.v)'Bwise advance of reviving past observations
may inspire others to likewise unveil such facts of the
past which stand the after-testof increased knowledge
in the illusive domain of observation and impressions,
divested of morbid enthusiasm, and which facts have
liecn temporarily lost in the period of one-sided research
—one-sided in selecting a special department of pheno-
mena for study, and on the other hand, by a certain set
of discoverers.

I feel fully persuaded that such a move, notiml and
carried out far and wide, will send a refreshing breeze of
animus over our whole camp, and thus respond to our
Editor’s liberal hand in the mostgratifying manner.

I select for this time the record of an instructive
séance, which | regret to say, found its rest in the
waste basket of the London Spi'itualitt, and as this
mode of preserving contributions is notalways acriterion
for their worth, I trust | run no great risk in this in-
stance by introducing one of my rejected attempts to be
useful, topour columns. | was at the time deeply inter-
ested in W. Crookes’ intention to study the mysteries of
the action of light and its relation to dark séances ; one
of its results was, as we know, the construction of his
“ Mr. Crookes met fully my own disposi-
tion, which was already some time leaning towards
noticing possible eflects of stray rays in imperfectly
arranged dark chambers, and | wrote my observations
as an assistant, as it were, to our esteemed experimentor,
and claimed nothing more than my desire to place them
before the public, or rather students of Psychology. |
had adopted the belief in pogi/ive darkness as essential
to success in “ liberating psychic force ” tosuch a degree
that the slightest chink of light would upset my pas-
sivity-in circles, for | held less the al»sence of light than
an absolute equal distribution of black or any degree of
visibleness as the secret of conditions.

Thus | still hold that a white vapour filling the whole
room so as to absorb all visibility of details, as a dense
fog produces, will set those phenomena agoing which can
be watched by the “ touch;" the effect of the gaze of
eyes being also neutralised At Williams’s | arranged
with remarkable results a trial with blind-folded sitters,
under the full glare of three gas-lights and a jolly fire.
Hats were put on our heads, distant chairs moved, and
if the patience of my companions would have matched
that of mine, more startling facts might have been ob
tained. Nevertheless, | fully believe that certain growths
of power have* to start from darkness in its very sense ;
and here | may quote a remark in a conversation | had
with Prof. Breslaur, in Berlin, an acute observer and
friend of Prof. Zéllner. | pointed out that even in
Slade’s daylight sittings all phenomena issued from dark
«or shadowy comers, and that a crumb of a pencil be-
tween glass-slates on top of the table would remain
fixed like a rock. He looked a little surprised at me
and said half laughingly, f‘thcn there is in fact no light
séance proper yet on record !” To which | could only
reply, “ that is about what it is.”

As my aversion againstrant and cant, and measures

radiometer.”
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agMiut dark .cauce» is pretty much known by thoae who
favoured me with attention, | may close this chapter
with my assertion that the crying down of dark séance«
(except in private circles, with private smartness and
purity (t) is one of the clumsiest blunders in scientificis-
mg phenomena at which we as yet fuss alwut, like a boy
on a greased guinea-pig, or picking up quicksilver
globules; and presumption of leadership in this yet
slippery state of affairs partakes often of comical atti-
tudes. After tliis prelude | strike my tune and present

A SPIRIT-FORM DEFEATED BY RAYS.

| arranged a sitting in the morning under soft day-
light, and put as usual my medium’s arms and head in a
stiff net bag, fastened I>ehind securely— a test-dodge,
which gives a few minutes’ amusement to the medium,
instead of the disgusting, prolonged tokens of suspicion
as refresher of spirit-power and sympathy by tying knot-
ting, sealing-up like an Egyptian mummy. This stiff
net bag permits the medium .to sit at ease, breathe and
move freely, and if there is a getting outof it by tearing,
no return to the tlatiu quo is possible by mortal means.
It strikes me that in summer, in this climate, the pro-
tection against mosquitoes is a feature which justifies my
renewed partiality for this precaution, and surely if we
guard flesh against these greedy intruders we may apply
with becoming grace such a boon to those precious mor-
sels which enjoy the privilege of special spirit-guardian-
ship !

My thus veiled medium took her seat liehind the cur-
tain after | managed by carefully covering the only
window, close to the cabinet, leaving the room in a kind
of twilight, which revealed, after a few minutes’ rest of
my eyes from the touch of open light, almost every detail
of the room. | took my seat before the a|>erture, and if
I remember rightly, mused on Baron von Reichenl>ach, the
nestor of the “ Diggers in the Dark,” and his Chamber,
which was deep under ground, the sanctum of seclusion
from light; and mark well, renders, from noise. Then |
reflected on our worthy pioneer, Hazard's fine booklet on
“ Mediumship,” and sat like a child, hushed to silence,
not to disturb baby. The edge of tin- white stiff net
peeped out from the aperture, and a whitish cloud formed
clase by with fine linas weaving, curving and spider-web-
like, encircling a forming face, and there smiled on me
the lovely spirit, with a high head-dins*, of gossomcr-like
texture, the outlines battling yet with the pattern of the
pajMT wall. The beautiful apparition was ready to rise,
as | could plainly discern, by indications of movement,
but lo! a small piece of the window cover dislodged
itself a little and a beam of clear sunlight shot across
through the aperture about a foot and a half above the

head-dress. If this strikes her eye, | apprehended, all
will Ihcover! | dared not move to correct the defect,
for I knew too well the necessity of maintaining the

subtle balance of conditions of every moment in liber-
ated power, and with suspended breath | kept quiet.

Wi ill the contact with that ray affect the form nlready
by its touch A\ the head garment ? was the query of my
philosophical equilibrium now restored. Slowly, majes-
tically the form ros¢, and reaching that terrible though
trilling ray, it immediately sank, shrank, dissolved, and
violent spasmodic coughs of the medium, awakening,
closed the shortdream. This lieam of light had, to my
mind’s eye, grown into a solid substance, against which
tint tender form knocked out its spiritual essence, and
suflered. sudden alisorbance in the normal diffusion of

matter!

My aversion against clumsy, reckless dabbling with
conditions to be handled with the tips of our lingers
only, dated from this impressive experience, and indeed

many zealous leading analysers of influences appean-d to
mo like butchers with bullock knives in handwsetting
out for dissecting nerve tissues, just discovered by J>ower-
ful miscroscopos !

Soon after this instructive sitting, 1 enjoyed a most
successful materialisation of several spirits, in the usuul
evening séances, after having as | thought projwrly laid
the fire by a good lot of coals to prevent that power-
murdering flickering of stray flames. All went on swim-
mingly, but as if a zealous devil felt vexed, a tongue of
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fire suddenly burst out, the form disappeared, and a
shrink of tho medium announced the return to mundane
conditions. But no collapao ever robbed ino of a certain
control of the situation, and | at once drew an imaginary
linerrom that tongue of flame to the aperture and found
that it* reflection struck only the form, the medium’s
seat being quite below it* range, and her head turned
away from it altogether. Thus it seems that a medium
may bo cosily upsetby direct disturbance on the “ forms,

whereas wo knew long ago thata sudden mental vexation
(trifling on the outride) overthrows and stops a flow of

stupendous real S.

The last lesson in this direction | got when | resided
in Richmond, after leaving .Manchester, whore Alfred
Russell Wallace stayed with me a couple of days, anxious
to witness one of those marvellous formations before our
eyes, without cabinet, through the combined power of
Dr. Monck’s and my Indy’s mediumship, and of which we
find in Denovan’s Evidences a fine report by Archdeacon
Colley. Alas, the fire ho«! to be subdued by that treach-
erous laying on of coals! The whitish mist or cloud
was already plainly visible, and shaping, to bo met with
a sudden glare of an escaping flame, and all was spoilt!
My previous endeavour to nrrange against this possible
calamity failed, as tho medium with tho characteristic
obstinacy of sensitives, insisted on leaving things to their
course, and | had to submit in order to retain what was
offering as favourable conditions.

But on the nextevening, on which | .shifted the con-
ductorship of proceedings entirely on A. U. Wallace’s
hands, wo received a “ test” of slate-writing which W al-
lace published in short terse phrasing in the Spectator,
and which indeed must have left a mark on every
reader. | need not descrilie in detail the positively con-
clusive test-conditions. Mr. Wallace brought his own
slates, and wrote secretly on one— How many persons
are in the room? Then hound up”Uie two slates, and
never left them out of touch and sight, and we found
the answer written, instead of the plain number seven,
thus : “ Three ladies and four gentlemen,” which was
correct.

The next experiment (to which he refers in the Spec-
tator), with another folding slate of his own) was opened
with the request of the medium (Dr. Monck) to choose a
word to be written by the spirit after the cleaned slates
were duly closed up. Wallace selected the word * God,"
and surely there it was !

In my next contribution | will describe experiences 6f
a display of manifestations without a Seance, and partly
on the open road, through the powers of two remarkable
mediumg, one of them being Egliuton, which will con-
trast with the high tone of communications in my
private results, and offer a fair chance for elementaries

for their share, ami may receive the instructive attention
of Mad. Hinvatsky and Col. Olcott, should these so pro-
foundly experienced observers at all notice my humble
efforts, and the eager desire of thousands to learn more
of Theosophy. y

y Yours, etc.,

/) C. REIMERS.
Adelaide, JuK- 14th, 1884.

THE SENTENCE OF PONTIUS PILATE.

TO THE EDITOR OF TIIE HARBINGER OF EIGHT.
Sir,—Thinking that the following might interest some
of the renders of The Harbinger, | forward it for inser-
tion when you can find »pace for it. Both sides of the
picture are represented, so that each reader can choose
for himself which side he considers the most truthful and
at the same time the most propable:—

“The following correct “ transcriptof the most memor-
able judicial sentence which has ever been uttered by
judicial lips in the annals of the world " ap|>cured in the
Kolnische Zextuug:— This curious document it is said,
was discovered in a.d. 1280, in the city of Aquill, inthe
kingdom of Naples, in tho course of n search made for
the discovery of Roman antiquities, and it remained there
it was found by the Commissaries of Art iy the
Up to the time of the campaign

until
French Army of Italy.
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in Southern lItaly, it was preserved in the sacristy of the
Carthusians, near Naplos, where it was kept in a box of
ebony. Sinco then tho relic has been kopt in the chapel
of Caserta. The Carthusians obtainod, by petition, leave
that the plate might bo kept by them, as an acknowledg.
menfe of the sacrifices which they made for the French
Army. The French translation was made literally by
members of the Commission of i*t*. Denon had a fac-
simile of the plate engraved, which was bought by Lord
Howard, on the sale of his cabinot, for 2890 francs.
There seems to bo littlo or no historical doubt as to tho
authenticity of this document; and it is obvious to re-
mark, that the reason of the sentence corresponds exactly
with those recorded in the Gospels. True or false, the
documentis well worth placing on permanent record, in
tho hope that some of our readers may be able to test its
genuineness. Tho sontence itself runs as follows:—
“ Sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilute, Intendont of
tho province of Lower Galilee, that Jesus of Nazareth
shall suffer death by the cross. In the 17th year of tho
reign of the Emperor Tiberius, and on the 25th of tho
month of March, in the most holy city of Jerusalem,
during the pontificato of Annas and Caiaphas, Pontius
Pilate, Intendant of tho province of Lower Galileo,
sitting in judgment in the presidential seatof the prntor,
sentences Jesus of Nazareth to death on a cross between
two robbers, as the numerous and notorious testimonies
of the people prove that:— 1. Jesus is a misleader. 2.
He has excited the people to sedition. 3. He is an
enemy to the laws. 4. He calls himself the Son of God.
5! Hu calls Himself falsely the King of Israel. 6. Ho
went into the temple, followed by a multitude, carrying
palmsin their hands. It likewise orders the firstcentur-
ion, Quirilius Cornelius, to bring Him to the place of
execution, and forbids all persons, rich or poor, to prevent
the execution of Jesus.” The witnesses who havesigned
the execution against Jesus are— 1. Daniel Roluni,

2. John Zorobabel. 3 Raphael Robani. 4.
Finally, it orders that tho said Jesus be taken
Thosen-

Pharisee.
Capet.
out of Jerusalem through the gate of Tournen.
tence is engraved on a plate of brass, in the Hebrew- lan-
guage, and on its sides is an inscription certifying that
““A similar plate has been sent to each tribe.”— Anti-
quarian Magazine for February."

Thu above is, | consider, another oxample of the many
pious forgeries that have been palmed upon the world in
order to support a holy falsehood. Not that | have any
doubts that such an individual as Jesus existed, or tliut
he was, like the martyr Stephen, cruelly put to death by
the Jews for preaching doctrines superior to, but at
variance with the popular religious opinions of his day.
What | call iu question, however, is the baseless assump-
tion that the vast Empire of Rome, in which religious
toleration was granted to all sects and individuals of
which it was composed, should have singled out for per-
secution the humble Jesus, or have sought to enforce the
doctrines of the Jews or of any other particular religion,
in a province which wasat thattime under the subjection
of the Romans, and consequently governed by Roman
law. Let us hear what Pontius Pilate in spirit-life has
to say in defence of the accusations levelled against him
in the above sentence asserted to have been pronounced
by him upon the humble and innocent Nazarene, in his
copacity of Roman Procurator of Judea. | may here
remark that the “ Letters” ascribed to him, as well as
the “ Acts of Pilate” are now held to be spurious
writings by all unprejudiced scholars; and further, as
far as we possess evidence, it was not the custom of
Roman governors to write such letters to their emperors,
or to have brass plates engraved setting forth the sen-
tences pronounced by them on the various prisoners found
guilty by them —

“ 1, (Pontius Pilate), come to say that all statements
of any person having been crucified for attempting to
found n religion, or for any cause save crime, while |
was Procurator of Judea is false. I never heard of any
such person os tho Christian Jesus, when | was in t'io
mortal life.

"The Jews were a bigoted, turbulent race of people,
continually revolting against the Roman authority, and
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constantly engaged in controversy amongst themselves
about their religious superstitions. | governed them in
accordance with the general Roman laws for the
provinces, and had such a person as is claimed been
brought before me, I would have crucified his enemies
before I would have allowed him to be harmed. 1 had
no love for the Jews, and no fear of their anger, and all
atatements relative to my delivering an innocent person
to them to be put to death as a malefactor are infamous
slanders which 1| resent as much as if it had occurred
recently. A Roman governor could not always deter-
mine tho merits of foreign religions, but the death-
penalty was never allowed to bo inflicted for blasphemy,
and | would never have consented to tho death of any
man whose only crime was of that character.

“ 1 hope this will enable all who wish to know the
truth to see how malicious was tho charge that | know-
ingly sentenced an innocent man to death at the demand
of a howling mob, and that | was afraid to mete
justice to the bigoted rabble who measured theirpiety by
their thirst for the blood of their opponents. Is it
reasonable to suppose that | would have dared deliver a
person to death whose nature was of tho character which
all Romans were taught to consider sacred? No! |
would have defended him to the last, as long as a cohort
remained alive, and rather than liavo committed such an
impiety, sacrificed my own life for wimt I then thought
was a truth, but now know was a priestly fiction. You
may sign me as the Procurator Pontius Pilate, governor
of Judea in the reign of Tiberius.”

I shall make no commentson the above communication,
but will leave your readers to decide whether the state-
ments contained therm, or those on the wonderful brass
plate, like similar ones on which Joe Smith claimed to
have found the Mormon Bible engraved, bear most the
impress of truth and reason.

WELLINGTON.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.

T hB progress in matters Sp ualistic during the last
two months, if not very apparent to casual observation,
has been, nevertheless, satisfactory on tho whole. The
phase of the question, apparent and past now, is one of
quiet but determined investigation.

The Wellington Spiritualistic Association continues
its stances, public and private; the former in the large
room rented for the purpose, where every Sunday even-
ing an inspirational address is delivered by Mr. * * *
8oinc of the addresses are above mediocrity, and all
convoy sound moral and spiritual tendency. The Asso-
ciation numbers about fifty members, and tho average
attendance is, | understand, about forty. As | informed
you in my lost, Mr. * * * js an unlettered man, and
therefore tho character of his addresses is far too high
for his normal condition. That lie is abnormally con-
trolled is, I think, unquestionable. Besides tho Sunday
night public stance, private ones are held by members
of tho Association at the room during tho wrek. It is
occupied for this purpose nearly every night- There is
beside a great deal of family investigation going on, and
although much secresy is preserved, results are on the
whole excee gly encouraging. It must be borne in
mind that Spiritualistic science has found l«are initiation
in this district as yet. Tis just sprouting, and has to
overcome via inertia of public disfavour, and sccularian
obstruction ever placed in the way of such movements.

8incc tho publication of tho long report in tho tfeio
Zealand Times about their proceedings, the “Nation”
into privacy in order to prosecute
more searching investigation. | hear theyare advancing
into the higher walks of Spiritualism. Mr. Nation
dolivered a well considered lecture upon the subjectabout
three weeks ago, at Greytown, and kept his audience
interested for an hour and a half.

I hear of one circle in Wellington where development
** proceeding along a somewhat extraordinary plane.
Several of the sitters are mediumistic, and are influenced
by singular convulsions and strange physical contortions.

family liavo retired
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Spint-hghU hare been seen, and partial materialisation
of spirit-form ; one of the writers has decided writing
prochnt,«; at another circle, strictly private, writing
and trance mediums are developing.

There is some talk among a select few about ewtablish-
mga Psychological 8ociety, for the purpo~ of invert-
gating Occultism and the Theosophy of Asia Those
singular works. » Isis Unveiled,” » The Occult World,*
and Esotcnc Buddhism,” have created a deervseated
sensation in certain quarters, and is felt that an effort
ought to ¥ made to contribute a quota, although per
haps a small one, to tho earnest investigation that must
havo been excited by them.

The strange power raid to he possessed by tho Bodd-
hut Brother« and their still stranger and overwheltuinc
phdosophy, has stirred cariosity, mixed, | may add, with
not a 'title antagonism, to its depths. Ardent Spiritu-
alists are inclined to scout the philosophy as far fetched,
fantastic, and unreasonable. My perusal of "Esoteric
Buddhism " excited strong repugnance to the principle«
ther enunciated. The book contains not a few
sistenciesand contradictions, and would fare liadly in the
hands of a critical reviewer. We all look to the Har-
binger to throw as much light as possible on the subject.
For my own part | seo no reason to regard Spiritualism
as anything less than the trunk of the subject, ami Theo-
sophy and Occultism, so termed, its branches. Tho
animus entertained by TheosophisU and tho Eastern
Occultists against Spiritualism is very marked.

The Freethought Association are pursuing a fairly even
way in their Lyceum. Lectures by prominent members
are delivered every Sunday night ; a brass band is under-

going development in connection with the Lyceum, and
also a choir. But the band with its dance music seems
a bit incongruous on a quiet Sunday evening, and jars
upon those who have been accustomed to associate the
day with rest and peace. The Association, however,
seems determined to show, in the most marked way pos-
sible, its contempt for orthodox observance. | am not
at all clear that extremo courses are wise; however that
is for tho Association to determine and not for mo. It
is doing good work in its own way, and when its earliest

days are over will, no doubt, dcvclopc into an institution
unexceptionable at all points. There is not the slightest
probability of a fusion with the Spiritualists. Messrs.
Stout and Ballance, two apostles of Freethought, having
been returned to Parliament, it is probable they will
deliver lectures at the Lyceum during tho session.
TAWHIAO.
July 29th, 1884.

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE.

W e havo received the programme of the Women's Suf-
frage Society together with some tracts in advocation of
its principles. One of these puts their case very con-
cisely as follows:—

Are Women Citizens?
Yes ! when they are required to pay taxes.
No ! when they ask to vote.

Does Law Concern Wormen ?

Yes! when they are required to obey it.
No ! when they ask to have a voice in tho re-
presentation of the country.

Is direct representation desirable for the in-
terests of the people?
Yes ! if the people to be represented arc men.

No ! if tho people to be represented are women.

All who believe that this state of things isneither iust
towards women nor advantageous to men are invited to
become members of “ The Victorian Women's Suffrage
Society.”

Mrs. Rennick, the Hon. Secretary, is evidently a very
energetic lady, and perfoims her duties in a thoroughly
business-like manner.
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EXPERIENCES OF A MESMERIST.

TO TIB EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

M r dear Harbinger,— 1“ return for the

.aim'd molty the monthly perusal of communication»
fron, you and tlio many friends who throughyourcolumns
impart their experience and advice to their unknown
Australian brethren, | wish to offer you a brief report
of my own experiences as a Mesmerist or hoaling
11in discussing a subject of such vast importance, and
of so apparently universal application, | think it cannot
I>e too strongly impressed on our friends, at the outact,
that the gift of soothing pain or healing sickness— if not
disease— is not a divine speciality granted to a favoured
few like Milner Stephen or W. J. Wood, but that at a
low estimate one half of us, whether orthodox Christians
or liberal Secularists, possess that benign influence over
others when suffering, which the former claims as a
special gift to himself in answer to years of fasting and
prayer (I), and the other to be insepcrably connected with
faith in the Redeemer and salvation through His blood.
According to my experience, the gift, though like all
other natural gifts, undoubtedly divine, is not a speci-
ality, but is shared, like most other good and perfect
gifts derived from aliovc, by many more than may be at
all aware of their hidden talent, and who may require
but tho effort to discover their latent powers. | may
ulxo state that " faith,” “credulity,” or "gullibility" aro
not tho absolutely necessary conditions insisted on by the
unbelieving, or ns | am inclined to say, ignorant.

My subjects have been taken from all class«* and from
all types of humanity, from the dignitary of the church
to tho merest infant; from the stolid and muscular
German labourer in the prime of life, to the acutely
sensitive old lady ; from the hard-headed editor, or the
skeptical imdical practitioner, to the helpless cripple in
a hospital bed; and | am therefore constrained to believe
that animal magnetism is communicable without faith
either on the part of the operator or subject— my
patients lieing generally ignorant of what | hope to
accomplish, nnd 1 myself having no faith in my efforts
until | see their result. Until lately | was one of the
drones of the hive.

Although knowing the main facts as | did from my
earliest childhood— my father having been a powerful
Mesmerist— | never thought that | was possessed of a
, behoving that the so-called influence was
sololy that of tho strong mind over the weaker, a su-
periority to which 1 scarcely ventured to lay claim. In
my own person | had never perceived any cflect from
tho magnetism of others, though on every possible occa-
sion exposing myself to its influence.

I am now thirty-six years of age, and it was about
five years ago that | accidentally discovered my power.
An old friend—well known to possess the magnetic
faculty— tried to affect me, but after a short trial, and
without any conscious effort on my part, gave way to
my superior power, and eventually, a few years after,
passed awisoothed in his last hours of acute suflering
by tho influence of the force he himself had evoked
in mo. /

Fronrthat time | have never let an opportunity slip
of trying to soothe pain, or remedy an ailment which
seemed capable of treatment by so simple a method as
“laying on of hands;” and though not invariably suc-
cessful, 1 havedone such apparent wonders as to astonish
not only myself and the patient, but also many of the
faculty who have hoard of or seen the cases treated.

Your readers must know that | am unfortunately not
possessed of any scientific training or medical knowledge,
my efforts, therefore have been purely tentative, and
such good results ns have attended them might, doubt-
less, have been largely augmented had science as well os
goodwill guided my hand.

My first case was that of a powerfully built Sergeant
of Police, who was suffering from a severe attack of
bronchitis, and was given up by a leading medico, who

c him a week only to live. By meansof a few passes
E’m the head downward | relieved him of all pain
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(caused by the continued coughing),
moment he began to amend.

and from that
A year after this a i*.
newal of the same complaint occurred, when after several
sleepless nights most perfect rest was obtained by a few
passes of my hand, and again a return to complete health
was tho result. On the last occasion the patient com-
plained to me next morning that I had " hammered his
chest very hard,” and had also " battered him about the
tem plothe fact being that 1 had kept my hands for a
few seconds over, though not in contact with, tho blan-
kets, etc., covering his chest, which ho had described to
mo boforc falling asleep as the chief seat of pain, and
that | had with most gentle touch tried to oscortoin from
the temporal artery whether the action of tho heart were
at all altered.

Another case in the Police force was that of a gallant
son of Erin, who | found had been suffering for some
days from acute pain in the lower limbs : pains so acute
as to keep him in constant agony day and night. Two
doctorswere attending this case, and possibly their varied
treatment may have somewhat retarded hiscure. Atall
events, when 1 first saw him both legs, from the knees
downwards, were apparently entirely devoid of feeling,
ond were clammy and “ doughy” to the touch. A few
passes only from the knees downwards resulted in the
patient’s falling asleep, and another “ passage of arms"
put him on the fair road to recovery. In this case tho
advantages of mesmerised water were clearly demon-
strated. At one period of his convalescence the patient
could keep nothing on his stomach; half a tumblor of
water, over nnd around which I had mado posses, entirely
removed all difficulty in tliis direction, and the next day
I saw a hearty meal being successfully negotiated.

A friend of mine, as distinguished in the higher branch
of the legal profession as he is popular with his intimates,
was Buffering from a swelling on the wrist, albout the size
of a pigeon’s egg, technically described, 1
"ganglion.”

believe, as a
Though scarcely crediting that my power
could avail in dissipating an excrescence of this kind, a
few passes were made at the request of the sufferer, and
to my intense astonishment, a letter three days later
apprised me of the entire disappearance of tho objection-
able feature.

A powerful German, a lime burner by trade, was suf-
fering for five weeks before | saw him, from sciatica of a
severe type, compelling him to keep entirely to his couch,
nnd causing him excruciating agony oxccpt when under
tho influence of morphia injection. After a few passes
| saw the trousers actually jump with the action of the
muscles, and after calling out that | was tearing all tho
muscles of his leg, the pain abated, and in a few minutes
ho was oil' his sofa and walking about free of all pain.
Three applications of from five to ten minutes each, on
succeeding days, sent my friend trundling oil' to Bris-
bane, where a course of Turkish baths completed the
euro which | think | may safely flatter myself 1 began.

A woman suffering for days from constant internal
pain, nausea, and vomiting, was entirely cured by ono
application of the hand, and half a tumbler of mesmer-
ised water.

Thewife of a medical friend who suffered much in the
same way; but at regularly recurring intervals, was en-
tirely relieved of all pain, headache, etc., by a few passes,
whereas medicine had always been entirely ineffectual.
In both these cases the subjects, like many others,
described the sensation whilst my hand was passing as
being that of intense cold.

A cose of great suffering in tho head, with roaring as
of the sea in the cars, was cured in a few minutes (not
moro than live), a profuse perspiration breaking out at
once, which had notoccurred before for days.

A cabinet maker had been suflering for years from
violont headaches, latterly so badly as to interfere mate-
rially with his trade. When he came to mo he had been
suffering for Weeks without intermission. All pain dis-
appeared in about the same time os in tho lost case, and
no headache was experienced for three weeks, when ho
hod another attack, which was, however, banished with

ol celerity ; and when | left that town some months
3sr. the man considered himself a new creature, assur-
ing me that he had given up taking medicine, which ho
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been doing for ynn, and was »till keeping free from
«11 symptoms of head trouble.

A medical friend doing the leading practice here had
muffered at interval« for year* from neuralgia, the reault
of malarial fever contracted whilst on active service in
Africa and India. Five or six passes sufficed to remove
the pain, which has notreturned since | first operated,
now somesix months ago. Subsequently he was suffering
acutely from neuralgia in the arm, the ulnar nerve being
considerably swollen and painful to the touch. Both
pain and swelling disappeared entirely in a few minutes.
Since then my friend has once sought the assistance of
his non-professional brother, when he was suffering great
pain and his arm was much swollen from blood-poisoning.
I was enabled again to relieve him temporarily of all
pain, to remove the angry symptoms pervading tho
veins of the arm, and to reduce a swelling in the pit
traceable to the same cause. | need not say that the
Doctor is now convinced of the advantages, in some
cases, of Mesmerism, and speaks out boldly in its praise
when occasion offers. | am glad to say that he is only
one of five members of the fraternity whom | have in-
duced to look into the subject with opened eyes.

Perhaps tho most remarkable case | have treated was
that of a patient in the local hospital. The surgeon in
charge, thinking he had a very “ soft thing on," intro-
duced mo into the men’s ward, where in a corner lay an

elderly man suffering from rheumatism so severely os to
be unablo to move either hand, foot, or oven finger,
except those of tho right hand. The doctor pointed to
him with a sort of superior smile, as much as to say,
“ 1f you do tfuil man any good, 1I'll admit there ia some-
thing in it." After a dozen passes or so down tho right
arm, the patient described the sensation as being that of
hot greaso running down the arm in front of my hand.
Within a quarter of an hour he pulled himself up into a
sitting posture by means of a rope suspended from tho
roof, and using only the left hand and arm, which up to
a few minutes before he could not have turned to grasp
its weight in gold. | gave this patient another turn
next day, and since that period— now eight months ago
— he has had neither ache nor pain in the affected parts,
and to-day walks aboutas comfortably as | do. Another
medical friend was just about to take a draught to stave
offan incipient attack of Lumbago, when | suggested ex-
did, with the result that
remained on the

perimenting on him, which 1
tho pain disappeared, and tho potion
druggist’s hands.

I have mentioned these cases as occurring to mo most
readily at tho momont, and as representing a good
variety of ailments cured. In all cases | am not equally
successful, but the preponderance is so greatly in my
favour—i.e., about seven out of ten— that | consider it
always worth while to make an attempt whether tho coso
seems likely <* not.

.In conclusion | would beg all your reader*, who have
had the patience to bear with me through the recital of
the above not very sensational incidents, to make the
attempt to relieve pain whenever they encounter it.
They cannot know what their power may be until they
make the effort. If true Christians, let them tako com-
fort and encouragement from the Scriptures, and read
with a clearer understanding concerning the marvellous
healings of tho sick by touch, laying on of hands, or by
moans of " handkerchiefs and aprons,” (charged by tho
healer with bis animal magnetism), «cc, Ac.; and if
sceptics let thorn still realise that they are also are
possessed of a natural force enabling them to bo a bless-
ing and comfort to suffering humanity, and such boing
tho case, lot us ono and all beware how we ignore, ri
cule, neglect, or misuse the talent committed to our care.
With all good wishes to you, your correspondents and

your readers,

remain, dear Harbinger,
Sincerely yours,
Queensland, August 8th, 1884. J.A.C.
| enclose my card. You are aware of my reasons for
not wishing to rive publicity to my name; but should
any of your readers wish to communicate with me, my
+U* me and address are quite at their disposal.

THE LYCEUM.

The Lyceum held iU first session in the new hall opposite
the Hojjp.tal gate*, Lonsdale-street, on Sunday, August
3rd. There was a large attendance of members and
visitors, and much interest was manifested in the pro
codings, the address being given by a former conductor
who, although prevented by onerous public duties from
taking an active part in the working of the institution,
is over ready to lend a helping hand for its advancement.
Tho new hall is larger and more central than tho old one,
and tho change promises well for tho progress of the
Lyceunm. Tihe nomination for officer* for the half-year

(nmencing next Sunday took place on the 24th ult.,
whesh the following were elected j— Conductor, Mr. C.
Johnston; Vice-Conductor, Mr.E C. Haviland; Treasurer,
Mr. W. H. Terry ; Secretary. Mr. A. Hall; Go N
Messrs. H. Moore, T. Lang, and J. Vrovers; librarian,
Mr*. Johnson ; Watchman, Mr. a Nelson; Welcomer,
Mr. O. Spriggs; leaders, Messrs. Rico, Dickens, 0.
Bamford, Thomson, Debney, Veevers; Mesdan.es Tulloch,
Johnson, Dickson, Miss Bamford.

W k received a pamphlet entitled eeReligious
Education in State Schools,” by Mr. F. Jones, of Sydney.
It is a review of the action of the new Anglican Bishop
of Sydney (Dr. Barry) who it appears, is stirring up the
Nonconformists to co-operato with him in an effort to
ro-introduco tho Bible as a text book in tho national
schools of Now South Wales. Mr. Jones points out to
tho Dissenters that in aiding the Bishop they are playing
into the hands of the Anglican and Roman Catholic
Churches without an adequate return. Ho examines
the working of the old denominational system, and shows
that it seriously retarded educational progress, combats
tho pretensions of the Anglican Church, and considers
that the Secularists were unfairly treated in not being
allowed to teach their children in the hours set apart for
religious instruction. The pamphlet is temperately
written, neatly got up, and each section prefaced with
an appropriate quotation.

have

ROOT IIOOMI UNVEILED.*

Tins pamphlet, just published by the Psychological Press
Association of London, is a reviow of " Esoteric Budd-
hism,” recently presented to tho world by Mr. Sinnctt as
a revelation of the Occult Philosophy of tho " Adepts™
or " MahatmtfS ” of Tibet, represented by Root Hoomi
Lai Singh, whose amanuensis Mr. S(nnett claims to I>e,

but whose very existence Mr. Lillie denies, for the
following reasons—first, because tho name " Root
Hoomi™ has no meaning in either Tibetan or Hindoo,

and, therefore, as all the eastern names have a meaning,
is gibberish— secondly, because the Buddhism of “ Eso-
teric Buddhism " is not the Buddhism of Tibet at all,
but the buddhism of the South altered and stultified to
fit in with the teachings of Eliphas Levi, and that “all
tho statements about the Buddhism of Til*et arc abso-
lutely erroneous.” This is a very grave charge, but in
support of it Mr. Lillie gives several illustrations the
accuracy of which are open to refutation. Ho also
quotes authorities to show tho inaccuracies of tho
occult doctrine, In reference to Root Hoomi, it
is -incidentally pointed out that whilst Mr. Sinnctt
tolls us (in tho Occult World) that ho is a nativo of tho
Punjaub, Madame Blavatsky (in “ Isis Unvoiled ") says
ho is a native of Rashmir. Thislady, from her connexion
with the subject, comes in for considerable criticism,
and is charged with having changed her interpretation
of supramundane phenomena three times during the
past decade. The stability of Mr. Lillie’s position will
no doubt be questioned by our Occultist friends, and as
we do not profess a knowledge of the religion* in dispute
we must defer criticism till we hear both sides of tho
question.

- Root Hoomi Unveiled ;or Tibetan ‘Buddhists'», the Buddhist*
of Tibet.”  Psychological Pro», London.
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THE SOUL'S NATURE AND DESTINY.

Til* followingbeautiful lines were received iinprcssionally
by a lady at the Thamoa, N.Z.

u Cc_; /immortal Soul! whatart thout whenceart thant
~ Whither/ceil than ?

Thu* questioned. | my *oul; and, lo ! from oui the gloom,
Hhonc a «oft light whose prcs-nce filled the room

With radiance dear and bright, which *<cnxl to spoilt
To my «ad spiritthus In accent* low and sweet :

“«Soul | soul I immortal soul I bom of the Father'* love,

HI* ang-1 bore thee on hi* breast from yonder realm above ,
Then a* he «wiftly .pod on noiaelc« wing divine

He dropt the | g germ of lore within the womb of Time.
There to remain awhile, till thou should'.! surely grow,

In likenea. to thy Father, HU tender love to know-

Then bye and bye there came to thee a new and higher birtn.
When thy spirit heaven born, refuse-1 the fleeting joys of earth,
When filled with doubt and fear, yet longing more to know
Of thy true birth right, and thy mission hero below ;

Thou look'st beyond the thing* of Time, and weeping stood
Upgasing into Heaven, necking thy Father, Oml.

* Kool ! soul I immortal soul! undying spark of love
Thy Father claim* thee. Heaven awaiu thee, joy* above
All’earthly ken or vision »halite for ever thine.
Hean HU seal up-,., thee, saying fondly, - Thou art Mine
« For evermore to serve me, and learn my wondrous will.
Until thy glorious dcctiny thou shall in lovo fulfil.”

‘e Soul I soul 1 immortal soul! seek Truth, and thou shall be
Joyous in hope, calm in Hi* jicncc. from every fear set free,
Thy life lie* in the Infinite, far in the great Unseen.
Lie* the bright goal ofall lhy hopes, wrapt in the glorious sheen
Of Light and Beauty ; glorious Progress thete awaits thy new
bom life,

From sphere to sphere of endless joy, and wisdom Infinite.

“ Yet know, that ere thou canst enjoy this heritage above,
And learn the fadcloas beauty of those worlds of light and love
Here thou mustdo thy duly, and seek with purpose true,
With loviug heart «<ml patient zciil thy Father™ work to do.

Soul | soul I immortal soul! awake from dreamy sleep !
do forth to noble labour, thy faithful vigil keep,

O'er each besetting sin. each erring thought

Until a eperfectsacrifice ' is to the altar brought.

Thus shall thou grow and progress in the pmc life divine

‘Jill like a jewel of beauty thou in His crown shall shine.

I*t deeds of grace and love bedeck thy »pirit's earthly home.

Till bye and bye in |*rfcct strength thou to thi* fulness come.

Of perfect love and icnuty, to learn yet more and more.

Of Man™ unending progress upona brighter shore

Where sister soul* ahull nt-el thee, ami Joyouwwelcome give,

Anil kindred spirit* greet thee with them in joy to live,

Where higher powci* await thee; new, blerscd work to do,

For God the Father’, glory. His bouudicss love to show."

“Soul! soul! immortal soul! germ of the life divine

Kenlik?lhe veil that seemed to hide thia beauteous life from
thine,

And like a .hilling ladder descending from the skies,

The influence of thy lovedearth-friends in spirit now arise,

And seek by tender guidance to keep thee pure and true,

To teach thee thing* divine, love's perfect law to show,

Luring thy spirit upward to the realm* of joy and pence,

Where thou from every toil and care shall find n sweet release.

“ Oh! listen to their voice»! let their teachings touch thine

With pure ard tender feelings ; choose thou this better part.
To live in love and beauty, thy soul by Truth set free,

bhall learn each sacred duty,jurd ever blessed be."

The tender whisper ceased,"the presence nnsHod away,

Yet like adreamof beautydoth the lovely influence stay

To cheer my heart with blessed hope, and slid a light divine,
Upon the path of duty, and this earthly life of mine.

/ UBimtUDB.

W e havejust received n pamphlet entitled, “ Bringing it
to Book." It is a compilation from Light of Mr.
Cholmondoly Pennell’s recent articlo on a scries of
Sittings with Mr. Win. Eglmton, and letters from tho
Hon. Roden Noel, 0. 0: Massey, barrister, Geo. Wyld,
M.D., and tho Hon. Percy Wyndham, M.P., on the same
subject, conclusively proving the phenomena of Psycho-
graphy and its spiritual origin.

T he Castlemnino Lyceum held a successful social on the
13th ult. After partaking of n good tea the young
members of the Lyceum gave some vocal and instrumental
selections. Miss Fiiilason then rend nil interesting paper

on “Progressive Thought” which we shall endeavor to
find space for in next issue.

2l'a ? """ ,hC mnJi"6'“ * "ring Hop
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It has been arranged lo bold the Annual Mooting of the
Victorian Association ot Spiritualist«in the Lyceum Hall,
on Sunday evening, Hth inst
are invited to be prosont.

Friends of tho movement

W e have interesting reports of tho progress of Spiritual-
ism in Greytown, Palmerston, Woodvilla, and other
places in N.Z., which want of space prevents our pub-
lishing.

Mil. R. Caldecott sends us an article on “ Healing at a
Distance,” giving an account of a romarkablo cure of
lumbago in New Zealand through a piece of flannel mag-
netised by Mr. J. W. Singleton, of Melbourne If our
correspondent had confined himself to tho fact and
necessary incidents connected with
found room for it.

it wo might havo
Its length precludos its insertion, and
wo havo no time to cut it down and roviso it.

Wc know Hop Bitter* aro above and beyond all a* a nutrition*
tonic and curative. Head thoroughly.

REMEMBER THIS.
IF YOU ARE SICK.

If you arc *ick, HOP BITTERSwill
surely aid Nature in making you well
again when all else fails.

If you arccomparatively well, but feel
the need of agrandtonic and stimulant,
ncvcrircat easy till yon are made a new
being by the use of

HOP BITTERS.

If youarc costive or dyspeptic, or are
suffcring.from anyotherof the numerous
disease of the stomach or bowels, it is
jour own faultif you remain ill, for

HOP BITTERS
nrea sovereign remedy in all such com-
plaints.

If you nre wasting [away with any
form of Kidney Disease, stop tempting
Death thi* momentand turnforacureto

HOP BITTERS.
If youarc.ick with that terriblesick-
ness Nervousness, youwill finda “Balm
in Oilernl* in the useof

HOP BITTERS.

If you ore a frequentor, or a resident
of a miasmaticdistrict, barricade your
system against the scourge of all
countrira- malaria, epidemic, bilious
and intermittent fevers---- by the useof

HOP BITTERS.

I yon have rough, pimply, or sallow
skin, had breath, pains and nclics, and
fee) miserablegenerally, HOP BITTERS
will give you fair skin, rich blood, the
sweetest breath, health and comfort.

In short, they cure ALL Diseasesof
the Stomach, Bowels, Blood, Liver,
Nerve», Kidneys, icc., and

£500
will he paid for nease they will noteuro
or help, or for anything impure or inju-
rious found in them.

That |»oor, bedridden, invalid wife,
sister, mother or daughter,con be male
the picture of health by a few bottles
of Hop Bitten, costing but a trifle.

Will you lotthem suffer1

Cleanse, Purify, and Enrich the Blood with

HOP BITTERS.
And you will have no sicknessor sufferingor doctors’

bill* to pay.
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CATALOGUE OF WORKS,

ON SALE BY
wo. H. T ERR Y,
84 Bussell Street, Melbourne.
Continued.
SUPPLEMENTARY.

Australian Botany, for useof Schools. By W. R. Ouilfoylc. 6a.
Animal Magnetism, and Artificial romnambulism. A complete
and practical Treatise on that Science, and its appllcatlon
to Medical purposes. By the Countess Dominique.
Animal Magnetism. By Prof. Gregory. In monthly pans
h 8&d.
Angel Voices from the Spirit-World ; Essays written under spirit-
influence By Jas. Lawrence. G
Beyond the Gates. By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps (authoress of
* The Gates Ajar.”) A story of the unseen world. 2a 6d.
Berkeley Hall Lectures, Delivered at Boston, Mass., through
the Medial Instrumentality of -W. J. Colville, on avarlety of
Religious, Social, and Spiritual subjects.
Bertha ; a Spiritual Romance, By W. J. Colville. As
Beyond the Sunrise; Testimony and Observations of Two
6s.

Travellers.
Belief in God ; an Examination of some Fundamental Thcls‘llc
Problems. By Minot J. Savage. 6s. 6d.
Beliefs about Man. By Same. 6s. 6d.
Bible Myths, and their Parallels in other Religions ; beinga com-
ldirison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles
with those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, with their
r— Origin and Meaning. Numerous illustrations. (ta
Book op the Beginnings, CONtaining an attempt to recover
and rc-constitute the Lost Origin of the Myths and Mysteries,
Types and Symliols, Religion and Language, with Egypt for
the Mouthpiece, and Africa for the Birth-place. A work of
deepresearch. By Gerald Massey.

2 vols., over 500 pages each, quarto, :ﬁ
Buildingof a Brain (The). By Dr. E. H. Clark. 6s. 3d.
Bible (Ihc) What it is, and How it Grew. ByS. J. Slewart

Is.
Bible of the Religion of 8ciencc. By Il. S. Browne, Mé%
7s. 6d.
Dniverse-making, God-making. Material, Spiritual, and
Psychical Sciences, Spiritual manifestations, Religious Teach-
ings of Science, Music, and Agriculture, Pathology, Prophecy,
Law-Making, Morals, Government, Worship, Ac.,Ac.
Bible, Whence and Whatf By Rev. Dr. Westbrook. 5s.
Buddhist Catechism. New and enlarged edition. Olcott. Is. 3d.
Christianity; its Origin and Esoteric Meaning. H. J. Browne.
6d.
Clear Light from the Spirit-world. By Kate Irving. 6s. 3d.
An interesting narrative of pcreonal experiences, jusf

iisued by a prominent American Ann of publishers.

Clairvoyance, or the Auto-Neotic Action of the Mind. Dr. Wy:I;é.

Is.

ions of Reputable
2 vols., 626 pps. 23s. 6d.
Us. 6d

Creeds of the Day; or the Collated Opi
Thinkers, By Hy. Coke.
Coming Era, The. By Alexander Caldcr. .
Discourses through the Mcdiuinship of Mm. (Tappan)
Richmond. New Series ; delivered at San Francisco in 1&1:;

Darwinian Theory ; its Meaning, Difficulties, Evidence, Hls‘tory
By. K B. Avellng D. Sc.

Divine Qovcrnment, The. By Southwood Smith, M.D. 6s. 6d.

Deep Breathing ; as a means of promoting the art of Song, ami of
curing weaknesses and affections of the Throatand Lungs,

especially Consumption. By Sophia Accolina. 2s. 6d.
Esotcnc Buddhism. By A. P. Sinnett. 8s. 6d.
Cpnstilution of Man; The Planetary Chain; World

Periods ; Dcvnchanund Kama Loca ; The Human Tide Wave;
Buddha Nirvana ; Ac., Ac.

Everlasting Gospel; a Compllatlon of Lectures delivered through
the Mcdiumship of Mrs Magdalena Kline, Trance, Clair-
voyant, and Inspirational Medium.

Egypt; andthe Land of lhe Pharaohs
engravings. By W.

frauds and Follies of the Early Christian Fathers. J. M. Wheeler

Ilustrated with valuable

Few Hours in a Far-Off Age. Mrs. H. A. Dugdalc.
Golden Thoughts in Quiet Moments. By Lily.
Spiritual Teachings and Studies, adaptcel for private read*
ing, or a gift-book.

>".

Genesis; Its Authorship and Authenticity. By C. Bradlaugh.
Gospels of Oahspe. &
Good Angels. Sermon by Rev. J. Wesley, M.A., with narrative

of extraordinary occurrences in his father’s house 3d.
Ghostly Visitors ; a series of Authentic Narratives. 3s.61
Jixnans (Mrs.) Poems 2a 61

Haunted 8chool House. e
History of the Originof All Things ; given through the Medium-
shipofL. M. Arnold, of New York. Hf8
History of Man, of the Earth, the Soul of Man, Spmt-Lifei
Paradise, Relations of Matter to Life, and of Bodies to Spirit,
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and to God, Progress of Man's 8pirit. History of J
see.

Hints on Esoteric Theosophy, No. 2.

History of Christianity : being that portionof Gibbon's |
work relating to the origin, progress, and founders of Chnst
ianity. Ids

Ingcrsollism or Chri:

A vigorous cri
utterances.

ianity ; Which f Dr. Peebles.
sm of this popular freethought Iecturers

Ingersoll* sCheap Lectures ; - Takea Road of YourOwn “ Th
Ghosts ‘s AII of lhe Bible Inspiredr “ Apotheosis of

;" “Saviours of the World;" “ How Man

Message of Humboldt” *“ Clergy and

Do | Blaspheme Ac. 2d each, 8for Is.

Ingersoll’s Le Iures “ Difficulties of Belief;" Breaklng the
Fetters;” “ Religion of the Future.” Sd. each.

Is Spiritualism Credible? A paper read before the Scots Church

Literary Association, Melbourne. By H. J Browne. 3d.

Is Spiritualism True? Lecture by Prof. Denton through medium-
shipof Mrs. B. L. Watson.

John William Fletcher, Clairvoyant.

With portrait. By Susan E. Gay:. . 6d.

Jesus Chnst a Fiction founded upon the life of Apollonlus of

Tyana; Modern Christianity originated by the Pagan Priest*

of Rome, Ac 2s. 61

Kindergarten System of Education < its Principles and Practice.

2s. 61

Lectures of Dr. Juliet Severance: Evolution of Life in Earth and

Spirit Conditions ; How to Live a Century! Philosophy of

A Biographical Sketch

Disease ; Rellglous Political, and Social Freedom Indus-

trial and Financial Problems. ach Sd.
Marriage and Divorce. By Rev. Dr. Westbrook,

Gd ,clo. 2s. 61

Modern Spiritualism, or The Opening Way. T. B. HaII IS'.

Articlesby a Bible Spiritualist, reprintedfrom the L'nitarum
Review.
Hcaphy's Ghost ; the Ixindon Artist's own Version of an
extraordinary affalr with correspondence between Chari™*
Dickens and Mr. Heaphy. fid.
Moral and Spiritual Harmony ; a recent trance-lccturo by Mi~.
Cora Tappan-Hichmond. 3d.
Man! Whence and Whither |

Mr.

By Rev. Dr. Westbrook, L.L B.
5.

Man's Origin ; Evolution ; Answer of Theism ; After Death,
What? Science and Theology.
Man a Creative First Cause. Rowland G. Hazard. 3s od.
NINETEENTH CbntuRY Miracles ; or, Spirits and Their Work
in every Country of the Earth. By Sirs. Emma Hardingc
Britten. 17s. fid
Large 8vo. 600 pages, with a collection of |>ortraits of many
inent Medium-, Lecturers, andSpiritualists. Aeompro-
ivc volume designed as an exhaustive record of the
various manifestations of snirit-nower throughont the world
since the year 1800, a complete Manual of the Phenomena, a
Compendium of the Literature, with references to
workers in the Movement in various countries. The author
has spent nearly a quarter of a century in collecting her
materials, and spared no cx|ionscin verifying her fact*.
Nature’s Studies. From the " Knowledge " "Library, comprising
Colours of Animals ; Birds with Teeth; Strange Sea Mon-
ster» ; Found Links; lutdligcncc in Animals ; Germs of
Disease and Death ; Dreams’ Brain Trouble* ; Thought-
Reading, Ac., Ac, by various authors. Compiled by R. A
Proctor. 6s-
Natural Genesis, The.

By Gerald Massey..
2 vols. imp. 8vo., 33s.
Natural Genesis and Typology of Primitive Customs, of
Numbers,of the Mythical Serpent, Tree, Cross, Ac.; Fall in
Heaven and on Earth ; the Deluge and the Ark : the 1/>gos;
Equinoctial Christolatry. Comparative Vocabulary of San-
scrit and Egyptian, Ac., uniform with the “ Book of the
Beginnings "
Nervous Dlseased and Magnetic Therapeutics. By J. E. Brlggs
M.D.
Natural Law in the Spiritual World. By Hy. Drummond,
.R.S.B., F.G. l<*- 6d.
New Version, and olher Lectures, hy Geo. Chnincy (Infidel PuI
pit Scries). Twenty in one rol.
Descent of Man’; Priestcraft; Cclcs'ial Barbarism ; The
Man Jesus; New Rellglon Ac.,
Ouina's Canoe, and Christmas Offenng Short piece* of |»>ctrj
and pr09c given through the medinmship of Mrs. Tappan
A suitable gift-book for Children. Gilt.
On the Hoad ; or, the Spiritual Investigator. A compendium of
the Sclence R Ethics, and Method-«of investigating
Splntuallsm By Mrs. E. II. Britten. A useful little work.

Occult World. By A- P. Sinnett. Now cl-th cdn., cheap. 4s.

Oahcpk ; the Now Bible, in the Words ..f Jehovih ami His Ange«1
Embassador. A History of the Earth and her Heavens for
21000 years. (Written automatically through the hand of
Dr. Newtrough of New York.) Quarto, large sit«, over »00
pps., profusely illustrated, legantly bound in sh- ep-kn..

Containing Synopsis of the C'tfmogony of the Universe:
the Creation of Planets, ami of Man; the Unse-n Worhla ;
Idibour and Glory of Gels ami Goddesses New Command-
ments of Jchovid, with Revelations from the second Resur-
rection.
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW SUPPLIES

Ex “cuzco.”,

Koot Hoomi Unvcilod ; or Tibetan “ Buddhists " «. The
Buddhist« of Tibet. By Arthur Lille, Member of the
Royal Asiatic Society. Price 1/3

Animal Magnetism ; or Mesmerism and its Phenomena.

By the late William Gregory, M.D., F.R.S., E-
Part 1. 8d.
Hell Opened to Christians. 1/
Religion of Evolution. M. J. Savage. 8s.
Religion of Geology. Hitchcock. 3/
The Unseen Universe. By Stewart A Tait. 6/6
Beyond the Gates. By Eliz. Stuart Phelps, 3/

The Alleged Prophecies. By Rev. John P. Hopps. 8d.

The Birth and Growth of Myth. By Dr. Clodd. 5/6

The Little Pilgrim; a beautiful Spiritual Allegory.
By Mrs. Oliphant. 2/

Creeds of the Day ; the Collated Opinions of Reputable

Thinkers. Hy. Coke. 2vols. 22/6
The Haunted Homes of England. Ingram. 3/
The Alpha; a Revelation, but no Mystery. E. Dennys.

Hafed, Prince of Persia. Duguid. 2/

Heaven Opened ; or Messages for the Bereaved from our
Little Ones in Glory. 1/3

Beyond the G rave. 3/6

Mesmerism, with Hints for Beginners.

Philosophy of Spi
W . Oxley. 4/

Tales of My Grandmother. By Edith Savillc. 2/6

Thought Reading; or Modern Mysteries Explained,
being Chapters on Thought Reading, Occultism, and
Mesmerism. By Douglas Blackburn. 1/3

Capt. James. 3/
t, and the Ancient Wisdom of India.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

Gerald Massey’s New BooKs.

BOOK OF THE BEGINNINGS, containing an at-
temptto Recover and Reconstitute the Lost Origin of the
Myths and Mysteries, Typos anti Symbols, Religion and
Language, with Egypt for the mouthpiece and Africa
the birthplace ; by Gerald Massey. A work of deep
research, 2 vols, over 500 pp. each, quarto, 33,.

THE NATURAL GENESIS, being the second part
of the above, and uniform therewith. Price 33/.

IS SPIRITUALISM TRUE?
—y

A LECTURE given by Mrs. E. L. W atson, professedly
under the Inspiration of the late William Dknton, as
reported in the Banner of Light, with explanation of the
peculiar circumstances under-\vliich it was given.— W ill
bo ready or the 15th inst, -Price 3d. Quantities of not
less than 100 supplied at~us. i>er 100for distribution j

W. H, TERRY, 81 RUSSELL STREET.

JUST PUBLISHED.
SPIRIT TEACHINGS:

of Essays — Philosophical, Oratorical, and
Religious— with Answers to numerous Questions of very
Varied Character given by Automatic Writing through
the hand of M .A. (Oxon.), 291 large 8vo. pages. Cloth
gold lettered, 10/6

A Series

The Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation.—

life and Works of Dr. Justixivs K erxrr, adaptedfrom
the German.

W illiam Howitt, and his Work for Spiritualism *
Biographical Sketches, by A nna Mary Howitt W atts *

New Edition. Price 5/6.
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NEW SUPPLIES OF MESSRS. FOWLER AND-
WELLS’WORKS, ON HEALTH, PHYSIOLOGY,

PHRENOLOGY, AND PHYSIOGNOMY.

Just Arrived. Ex “ Cuzco.
Fowler’'s Works, Vols. 1A 2.
Wells' New Physiognomy. 25/
The Temperament. By Jacques. 6/6

A Bachelor’s Talks about Married Life and Things
Adjacent. By William Aikman, D.D. 6/6

How to Read Character. 6/3

Transmission, or Variation of Character through Mother.
Georgiana Kirby. 1/3

Advice toa Wife. Chavassc. 3/

How to be Well. Dr. Augusta Fairchild.

Orthodox Phrenology. Vago. 2/6

Mental Science. Weaver. 5/6

Fowler’s Lectures on Man. 4/6

Wedlock. Wells. 7/6

Phrenology Proved, Illustrated,
7/6

Elements of Phrenology.

Health Hints. 1/3

Mental Science Explained by Phrenology— Chapters on
Eyes, Noses, and Mouth. 8d. each.

Physiology, Animal and Mental. 1/3

Marriage. 8d. Lessons in Phrenology. 8d.

Matrimony ; Amativencss; Love and Parentage. 4d. ea.

Accidents and Emergencies. 8d.

5/

and Applied. Fowler.

Combe. 5/

Illness : Cause and Cure. 8d.
Phrenology Vindicated. 1/3
Indications of Character. 9d.

Mind in the Face. 2/

Pure Air ; Healthy Skin; Adulteration of Food. 2d. ea.
Responsibility in Parentage. 6d.

Curative Value of Fasting. 8d.

Cornaro’s Sober and Temperate Life. 2/6
How to Cook. Nichols. 8d.

Woman in the Talmud. 8d.

How to Study Phrenology. 6d.
Phrenology, History, and Principles. 6d.

Vegetarianism, a Cure for Intemperance.
Ye Pulaverment of Birds. 8d.
Woman’s Work in Water Cure. 1/3
How to Live on Sixpence a Day. 8d.
Phrenological Delineations of Victor Hugo, E. T. Craig,
Charles Bradlaugh, Spurgeon, Dr. Parker, President
Garfield, Gladstone, Sir Josiah Mason. 2d. each.

2/6

Send for Catalogues; W. Il. Terry has tho greatest
variety of these class of works in Australia

_ MESDAMES MEARES & BURNSIDE'S
FRENCH AND ENGLISH MILLINERY AND DRESS-
MAKING ESTABLISHMENT,

155 LYQON STREET, OARLTON,
Four doors from Grattan.street.

The above bog to notify to their Patrons and the Public
generally, that they are prepared to supply first-class
Millinery, Feathers, French flowers, Ribbons, Laces,
Fnncy Goods, Arc., at lowest possible prices.

Special attention invited to Dressmaking Department.
Ladies’ own Dress Materials mado up. Latest Styles.
FitgunrAiitecd Large assortmentof Trimmings on hand.

N.B.—W edding and Mourning Orders promptly
attended to.

MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANCE.
MR GEORCGE SPRIGGS

Is prepared to give DiAdsosRa and A dvice ix Traxcr,
Daily, at 78 George-street, East Melbourne (Three doors
from Powlett-street.) Hours, 10to4; Saturdays, 10 to2;
Thursday Evenings, 6 to 9. Fee, 10s. Persons at a
distance send Lock of Hair.
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION
oP
SPIRITUALISTS.

\re sow Held at the Lyceum'H all, Lokbdale-bt,
(Opposite Hospital).
The ANNUAL MEETING will be held, as nbovo, on
Sunday 14th, immediately after the Address.

Service commences 7 p.m.— Members enrolled before
and after Meetings, or at tho

OFFICE AND READING ROOM
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

""SOoUL
Or Psychological

READING,
Delineation of Character.

MRS. /A. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce
to the public of Australia that those who will send their
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu-
rate description of their leading traits of character and
peculiarities of dispo n; marked changes in past
and future life; physical disease, with proscription
therefor; what business they are best adapted to pursue
in order to bo successful; the physical and mental adap-
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to the
inharmoniously married.

Address — Mrs. A. B. Severance,
lictween Church and Prairie Streets,
Walworth Co., Wig., U.S., America.

Fee 10/6

Centre Street,
White Water,

N.B.— No application will receive attention unless
the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A. B. Severance, or to Mr.
John Frauenfclder, Wilson Street, A Jbury, N.S.W.

«Mouncrism is the Keys one of all the Occult Scicncot.”
Now P ublishing in Monthly Parts
ANIMAL MAGNETISM,

BY THE LATE WM. GREGORY,

No. 1 Just Received.
Professor of Chemistry, Edinburgh University.

M.D., F.R.8.K.

Dedicated by permission to His Grace tho Duke of Argyll.
With an Introduction by “ M.A. (Oxon).”

One of tho best Standard Works on the Subject, and
a thoroughly Practical Guide to the Science. To bo
completed in six Monthly Parts at 8d. each. Send
Orders and- Remittances promptly to secure seta, to

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL ST., MELBOURNE.

A. FISCHER,

Practical Upholsterer and Mattress Maker,
BURWOOD ROAD, HAWTHORN,
(Botwcon tho Station and Power-street).

Furniture of all kinds Supplied on Time Payment. Suites
of Furniture Restuflcd and Covered equal to now. Mat-
tresses aiul Bedding Purified and Remade. Bed-hangings
l-ooso Covers, Hassocks and Cushions Made. Ladies’
Needlework Tastefully Mounted.— Orders through post
punctually attended to, and competent hands sent to any
part of the Country. Your Patronage solicited.

JUST PUBLISHED,

THE GOLDEN RULE OF SPIRITUALISM:
Love and Light versus Selfishness and Night.
By HUDSON TUTTLE.

(Dedicated to his friends under the Southern Cross.)
Price, T hreepence.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.
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ORGANIC

By Mrs. C. L.

MAGNETISM,

H. WALLACE.

Private .Practical Instruction, in tho Science and Art of
Organic Magnetism, being her original Throe Guinea
Private -Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised, and
greaty enlarged, containing valuable and practical
translation, and the concentrated essence of all pre-
vious practical works. Numerous Illustration, of
Passes, Signs,ic — Prico 22/0; Ditto, liound in French
morocco, with lock and key 30/.

Physianthropy, or the Homo-Cure and Eradication of
Disease, (by the same), 4/-

“THE LIBERAL.”

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

PROGRESS AND FREE THOUGHT.

Price 3d. Annual Subscription, 10s.
Publishing Office— 96 ElixaM h Street, Sydney.

A New and Valuable Book
MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,

Just P ublished and to Arrive Per “ Oneida"

A large 8vo. volume of about 600 pages, with numerous
Illustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth Century Miracles;
orSpirits and ¢heirWork in every Country of tho Earth. *
The author lias spent nearly a quarter of a century in
collecting her material, and spared no expense in au-
thenticating her facts.

The Subscription Price in Mellioumo will bo

15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.

Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their
Names early to Mb. W . H. Terry, 84 Russell Street,
Melbourne.
t~ A Synopsis of Contents may bo had on application.

IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE?

A Paper read before tho Scots’ Church Literary Associa-
tion, by 1l. J. Browne. Price 3d. Proceeds to be added
to Association Building Fund.

WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

Rational Christianity the Religion of Humanity, crown
octavo, cloth, 6s.

The Holy Truth, oi
cloth, 10s.

the Coming Reformation, octavo,

Delusion or Reality ; or Who Wants the Trutht octavo,
cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, Is. 6d.

The Religion of th” future ; or the Higher Law of Truth
and Light. Crown octavo, cloth, 3s.; pu|>er, 2s.

Christianity— its Origin and Esoteric Meaning, paper, Gd.

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTON'S

Melbourne Lectures.

The following Lectures, delivered at tho Bijou Theatre,

by tho late Win. Denton, were Reported and Published

in tho Harbinger of Light, from September, 188;», to

February, 1883, and will be sent Post Free to any address

on receiptof 2s. 6d.—

The Philosophy of Death.

The New Religion.

The Science of Religion.

Prcphecies of the Bible.

God in the Light of Science & Common
Sense.

for 6d. extra, the Denton Memorial Number,

with portrait.

arwONE

Also,
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84 ELIZABETH ST.,

Country Agents for the “Harbinger":—
Casllematne—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square.
Sandhurst— Mr. A. J. Smith, Jun., Pall Mall.
Sydney— Messrs. Turner k Henderson, 16 Hunter St.,

J. Dunne, 112 Bourko St., Woolloomooloo.
Adelaide— George Robertson.
Bamawartha— F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (A. W. Coast) W. B. k Oswin Button, Leven.
Dunedin, (N .Z)—3. Braithwaite, Arcade.
I.nvercarg\u ¥/ £j) . R. Wel, Newsohapnt. Ree-st.
Brisbane—S. Smith k Co., 90 Queen Street.
Launceston—Hudson k Hopwood.
Adelaide—W . 0. Rigby, King William Street.
Rockhampton— W . Munro.
Auckland—A Campbell.
Ipswich, Queensland—W . Tatham.

Agents wantedfor all parts of the Colony.
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MELBOURNE.

THE THEOSOPHI8T-
A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occutism, embracing Mes-
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences.
Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

“LIGHff.”
A Journal devoted to tha Highest Interest« of
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in
London, weekly, 4d. per copy, 10fper ann., Postage extra

The *“Spiritual Record.” 7
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF FACTS AND
PHENOMENA relating to Spiritualism; contains 64
pages of highly interesting matter, and is frequently
Illustrated. Subscription Post-paid to any of the Colo-
nies, 10/ per annum.
AUSTRALIAN AGENT, W. H. TERRY.

- AR T .

BATCHELDER AND CO.,

PHOTOGRAPHERS

AND ARTISTS,

(Established 1854),

;ute commissions in all styles ol Portraiture-Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint-on Moderate Terms.
STREE T

T

Dl COLLIN?'S

MESMERISM.

Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and
Operator of many years' practice. The Therapeutic
and Phenomenal Application of Mesmerism, just pub-
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry’s, 2/6.

Address:— Dit. Williams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt
Road, Richmond.— Consultation Free.

SPIRITUALISTIC & FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum

The Banuer of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and
Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 per ann.

The Keligio-Philosophical Journnl, a first-class American Weekly
published nt Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum,

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 6s. per annum

The Voice of Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits,
published fortnightly. 10s. per annum

The “ Theosophist,” a monthly journnl devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, he. Published at Madras,
AV per annum

The < Spiritual Record,” monthly, &

Herald of Progress. A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy
and Teachings of SpiritualiSm. 101 per aunum

The Vaccination Inquirer, 2s. per annum

The Liberal, Sydney (Weekly), & per annum

Freethought Heview, Wanganui, (Monthly), 6/6 per annum

Miller's Psychometric Circular, 10V.

Copies of all the above available for subscription.

POSTAGE EXTRA.

W. Il. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

W. H TERRY.

Pharmaceutical and Eclectic Chemist;
IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.
Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers;
- Elixirs, and Balsams.
Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs.
B. Keith k Co., of New York ;
Agent for Messrs. Cheney * Myrick, of Boston, U.S.
An incomplete Exhibit of whoso Goods obtained 2nd
Award at the Melb. International Exhibition.

»-MEDICINES 8ENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS.

Extracts

Specimens at address,
E AS T nm

The Evidences .et Spiritualism,

BY W. D.C..DENUVAN.
large 8vo. pages, and numerous lllustrations,

REDUCED TO 10s. PER COPY.
3 Copies; 21/-
Postage— Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is.
W. Il. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

ROBERT KINGSTON.

(FROM MAKER BY

700

8ANGSTERS, APPOINTMENT

LONDON), TO HER MAJESTY

IMiIiiKLLA MAES»,

2STo. 26 R O Y A L A 'R O ADB
S3 Blgln Street, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

"THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND

FREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6

Great Britain, 6/

Subscriptions date from September to August, and are
payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one,

at 12/6

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.

Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book,

“ On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will be
added.

Printed by J. 0.Stephens (late E. Pnrten U Oo.,) at his Offlee. 10« Kllssb- 111

Str eet Melbourno for tho Proprietor, W. H. Torry. and pnblikhed hr Mm
8« Rnssoll Streot Molbonrno-



